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OIE DE VIVRE in anv olher Ianguage
just means “jov of life.” In
France when times are good, i
speaks to an instinctive élan, a
calculated chic, an obsession with
stvle — bedamn the cost, To Car-

tier, Chanel, Baccarat, Hermes, Romanée-

Conti, Chrnstian Dior, the Ritz Hotel. Tt

explains an enthusiasm —some would say

arrogance —for challenging and changing
what is. For record-breaking plunges down
the ski rans of Chamonix; daredevil Pans
driving, joining the Foreign Legion, nouvelle

cuaisine. Eiffel towers, Concorde jets, 168-

mile-an-hour trains, beaux arts balls, the

brasserie and the brassiere, enfants terrtbles.

Just speaking the word  jore” packers the

lips into & Brigitte Bardot pout

Two centuries ago heznning this July,
when times were not good, " jov of life”
turmed to Yoy 1n death” —to the brotal kall-
ing that marked the French Revolution
Heads rolled like overripe apples in a fall
storm. When the gulllotine couldn™t keep up,
shootings nnd drownings by the bargeful took
up the overload while crowds cheerexd

The Revolution gave us words and con-
cepts that will not die: guerrillas, revolu-
tionary armies, leftists and nghtists,
counterrevalutionaries. More important, it
gave the warld the goal of liberty, equality,
and lraternity for all.

Rut éxtremes alwavs marked the history of
France. Low when Julus Caesar conguersd
(Gaul in the first century 8.C., but high under
Roman civilizing. Low when the barbarians
invaded from the east. High when Charle-
magne built his empire. Bad when the
English invaded in 1337, starting the
bloody Hundred Years™ War. Good when
Joan of Arc inspired the French to victory in
1429. Low dunng the brutality of the
Counter-Reformation in the late 1500s, High
under the Bourbon kings. Elegant under
Louis XTV's reign. Good and bad in the
French Revolution, and under Napoleon in
the 1800, Bad with loss of the Franco-

Paris celebrates the reelection of President Frangoiz Mitterrand in 19585,
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Prussian Wur in 1870-7 1. Good as France
consolidated 1ts colontal empire in the late
18005, Very bad with the massive loss of
life in World War I, followed by the Depres-
sion and defeat again by Germany in World
War II. Good with liberation, but bad asamn
with the losing colonial wars in Southeast
As<ia and Algerin. Good since de Gaulle's
Fifth Republic set France on its present path
to b grandiur

In prepanng this ssue on France to com
memorate the bicentenniid of the Revolution,
dozens of writers and photographers found
France on a high—full of joy and a prosper-
ot1s calm. Peaceful marches even plead for
restoration of the monarchy, The anti-
Americanism of a few vears ago 1s history.
The Fifth Republic enters its fourth decade —
amazing longevity in a country with 15 new
constitutions or charters in 170 vears.

Lrespite the apparent calm, we found a
revolution —or evolution — that mey
bloodlessly change France more than the
traumatic events of 200 years ago. Three
veurs from now 12 European sovereign
nations will have abolished remaiming barri-
ers between themselves that restrict the
movement of people, goods, and services
Thev will shareg a common passport and suar-
render national control iIn moany economi
matters, In creating the world "= largest com-
mion market with 324 million consumers,
they will offer a united front agamst Amér-
can and Astan trade dominance

Will 1942 prove to be as significant politi-
cally to these 12 states of Europe a5 1789 was
to the 13 original United States of America?
Whatever, France seems umted on the advan-
tapesof 1092, A recent survey showed 69
percent of the French thought membership in
the European Commumnity was good —only 5
percent thought it bad. Is chauvinism dead?
Have the good life, the social welfare net, anid
decades of peace hvpnotized the French?

No one knows the answers any better than
the man I am about to meet— Frangos
Mitterrand, now in his second seven-vear



term as the »ocialist President of France. |
wonder if the office decor reflects a designer's
whim or the personality of the occupant. The
wills and ceilings—opulent 18th-century
tapestries and ornate Empire paneling deco-
rated with ¢arved cherubs, The disk —a

blue lacquered table with no drawers, The
lumps—black designer versions of halogen
units that might light a draftsman’s work-
table. Is it the eclectic mix of aman rooted

in the past but at ease with the future?

He's known to be brilliant, author of 14
books, & passable poet. Persistent for sure. As
4 wounded prisoner of the Germans (Stalag
prisoner number 217 16), he failed at two
escapes—succeedeid on the third. Likewise,
as A presidentinl chndidate he was defeated
twice —won on the third try

| find him a warm, if reserved, host.
CGuick, precise, moderate, concerned, and
sure of himself. Not surprisingly, as a key
draftsman of 1992 he talks more about the
future of Europe than the past of France.

“As ol the first of July, T will be presiding
over the European Council, T have set myself
four goalds. First, encourage the monetary
unmion. second, develop socal protection.
Third, initiate real environmental protection,
and fourth, develop a European culture
through the audiovisual media. We have sat-
gllites that will cover all of Burope.™

Was that rumble the Métro passing or
de Gaulle tossing 1n las grave ? A common
culture for all Europer

“Yes.” answers the president. * First we
must learn to be Europe, to say what is spe-
cific to us, and second, to protect the diver-
sitv among Europeans, Take the Gaelic
language. Who will save it if Europeans
don't? And Flemish, Hungarian, Finnish
The first important language that would be
threatened 1s German, then French, . . . All
this 1= hable to be lost with total saturation by
Amencan films and Japanese technology.”

It's true that the French now see as many
American films as their own. In an attention
getting non sequitur the president included
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TV as one of the pollutants in the earth’s
atmosphore

“Images come to us from space. They are
thrown to whomr? By whom? We don't quite
know. These people and organizations re-
sponid to criteria that have nothing to do with
the aesthetic or the ethical. Neither beawtv
nor morality —no morals. We must do some-
thing about it immediately. The mtellizence
and sensitivity —especially of a chald — pre
shaped by these pictures,”

DR THE EUROPEAN SPACE PROGERAM,
1992 hasalready arrived. Frunce pro-
vided the techmical Enow-how and
political impetus for the European

space Agency to develop the Anane rockets

These are marketed by Ananespace, the

world s first commercial space transport

company. When an Arane 4 is launched
from French Gulana, it ¢arries parts supplied
by 11 of the 13 member nations of ESA. And
evien though French and English are the twao
official languages of ESA, its dav-hyv-day lin-
gua franca is English.

Not just the Enghish language is coming to
France. With work anly half done on the
“Chunnel” under the English Channel,
maney is already crossing. In 1957 English
investors bought 50 pieces of property near
the French end of the Eurotunnel at
sangatte. In 1988 they bought 5350,

Mitterrand repeatedly returned to Euro-
pean or worldwide issues and his four points.
"Environmental problems should get more
attention than others, because it is a gquestion
of survival. . . . As man 1= ultimatelyv stronger
than nature, he tends to forpet that he is part
of nature, that he s nature. And =0, in fact, is
committing suicide "

“Does the world know that#" I ask.

“ Mot yet. Neither the industnialists nor the
peasants, Evervone wants to produce more
No one realizes what's at stake, When fac-
tories pollute and the fish die, the penalties
are minute compared with the damage. Bul
at least there s awareness in govermment

WaFirm e &Pl FHiIrrAAARPHER (RS o BFREFREL



Lover of maps, keen environmentairst, Fremch

President Frangois 'l-h.u P rLL'lr:' sitalres
National Geograplic’s ©F rr.J':'J-.'ru'u d Earth™ map
with Editor l.'t tibur E. Garrett (left] at the Elysee
Palace. Interpreter Clristopirer Thiery lvsrales o,

Mr. Kohl talks about it. When [ was in the
=oviet Union recently, the environment was
one of Mr. Gorbachey' s main subjects, Mrs
Thatcher is beginning to broach the subject
Cne of the lessons in politics: There are no
frontiers. No frontiers for the pollution of the
rivers, the forests, the atmaosphers

"With our prime minister, Michel Rocard,
[ had France adopt last March the Declara
tion of The Hague, which was signed by 24
countries from the world over. T _
bories to this declaration wish to set up a
supranational authority to monitor the pro
tection of our atmosphere. I have further sug-
gested that the summit meeting of the
'.r|||'.|.~ rialired countries this July be devoted
to envirnnmental 1ssues)

In commenting on a MATIONAL GED-
GHRAPHIC article on Po] nilation trends, f|'||'
president was agerieved at the poverts
depicted

'"There is |-|.=.|_J_r.-.'-- in not striving to réeduce
the ga aAp between rich and POOT 1 his Eap Is
mare -|.|_|||_'_r_ S .|||I.I nuclear bombs, When
people do not have enough to eat, and this
will soon be the case of eight out of ten
human beings, their revalt can prove impaos
sible to check. Developed countries have (o
b very attentive to the plight of poor

contries.

I ask, Will we ever learn from our past
errors, or will more revolutions be redquired
to achieve hberté, egalité, fraternité world-
wide? Is the president optimistic/

*1T believe in the future of the humar

he sajd. “There is & surprnsing
strength, Man is indeed capable of overcom
ing any difficulties. Weare still —in fact—in
the era of prehistory. My optimism is made
up of & myriad of pessimisms.’

Optimism? Or joie de vivre? Whatever, as
Friance enters the third century of the modemn
ern, it's the mood of the land

F ¥
..n'.

By
%ﬂ e f /'/ EfE

EDTOR



1%

Tbc—? Neuw, the Enduring

PARIS

||l-.| 1L VT || 3y
[AMES | "-l."n.."w.' IE1.D

TEOREAL GERCHAIHE FHT JLAFHER

Anchor of old Paris, the Arc de Triomphe frames last vear's
Bastille Day parade. Beyond that monument, begun by
Napoleon in 1806, rises g bold new Paris—office towers and
the Grande Arche de la Défense, a symbol of the bicentennial.
Shockingly modern when dedicated m 1889, the Eiffel Tower

(overleafl) embodies the elegant flair of the capital,
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Like a brash visitor from the future, the new glass-pyramid
entrance to the Musée du Lowvre sparked controversy when
commissioned by President Frangois Mitterrand as part of an
enlargement of the museum. Designed by American architect
I. M. Pei, its sides reflect the mood of the Paris sky.

introduced. Thppingﬁ concourse under the courtyard, it was






Storm clowds darken the Seine as a bateau-
mouche passes beneath the Pont des Arts,
with [le de la Cité in the background. Show-
case of bundreds of bicentennial events,
Paris is ready for the party of the century.




The Great

Photographs by
JAMES L. STANFIELD

By MERLE SEVERY
ASSISTANT EDITOR
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the Bastille prison fell to Parisians and militiamen on July 14, 1789. 19




Haunting vmage of a new
arder that called for “the
first balocanst to Liberty,”
the guillotine casts a
shadow on the legacy of the
Frenelh Revolution. Yet this
decapitation machine alzo
represents the Revolution's
reforms: It was adopried as
baneane capital prsish-
ment— g cool breath on
the back of the neck," said
frroposent Dy Josefi-
lgnace Ceatliatin,

A paradoxical saga
of soctal and political
upheaval, compounded by
errternationel and exvil
war, the Revolution trams-
frormed the Frencl from
sulnects of an absolute
miomarch to citizens r.lj".u'
reattions. Tt rowsed passions
such as the most viodent
pfl.fi'ﬁmi rﬂluﬁ.l:l'i_m-:s bhigd
riever before exeted,”
wrote 19th-contfury bisto-
rian Adexis de Tocquerille,

Why was it so violent?
The guestion divides schal-
ary —and the French. Like
Pandora’s box, the Revolw-
trom werleashed borrors bur
dizo Bope— for liberty,
equality, and fratermity,
And, writes bistorian Rob-
ert Darston, "o conpiction
thvat the Taoeman condition
is muslleable, sot fixed, and
that ordinary people can
make bistory instead of
suffering 40"
rradetrili

a0

AM! A firecracker explodes close to my ear. Sem! Another a
my feet, | am jostled by the roistering crowid, some shouting,
some waving bottles of wine. It is late on the eve of July 14
last year, and all over France people are dancing in the
streetsin celebration of the Great Revoelution, which France
honors as independence dav and other nations regard with
mixed feclings os the birth pangs of our modern world

Here in the Place de 1a Bastille, stones embedded in the pavement out-
line where that hulking fortress stood on the edge of the Faubourg Saint-
Antoine. in 17809 the most crowded and impovenshed gquarter in Pans.
Amid the tumult in the vast, half-dark square | can envision those days
and the great event.,

The quarter was then n warren of tenements, craft shops, ledging
houses, and charity workrooms on dark, fetid alleys, Their garret= were
tilled with workers, sensonal laborers, peasants, vagabonds —without
work or bread — filtering in from the " floating population” of millions of
indigents who roamed the countryside of that restless, suffering land of
2& million — then the most populous in Eurnpe

Bad harvests in 1787 and '88 und recessions had provoked riots in
Rennes, Besangon, Orléans, Lyon, Aix-en-Provence, Marseille. Desper-
ate people had sacked food shops and storehotses, nssaulted grain mer-
chants, hijacked convovs on road and river, torn down toll barfiers Chal
checked smuggling and hiked prices. Just days before the storming of the
Bastille, furious mobs wrecked 40 customs posts in the 18-mile wall sur-
rounding Paris. Just weeks hefore, they had sacked the house and factory
of a wallpaper manuficturer, Réveillon, rumored to have said a worker
could live on 15 sous a day—when his daily four-pound loaf of bread
nlone cost half thalt. Guards were called out to quel] the riot. Pelted with
roaftiles and stones, they opened fire, and in the fighting several hundred
wiere killed or wounderd.

The public foram, the center of rumor and plotting in Pars, was then
the great Palmis Royal, its arcades and apartments flled with shops.
clubs, bistros, gambling and bawdy houses. Here many of the city's
303,000 prostitutes phied their trade among its 650,000 inhabitants.

In July tension mounted. On the 12th, the radical journalist Camille
Desmoutlins leaped onto & table in the garden to harangue & growing
throng: The king has dismissed the popular finance minister Necker;
rovitl troops surround the city; German and Swiss batialions are coming
to massacre them. " To arms! To arms!”

The mot: scoured the city, They found few weapons but much drink.
(Building warkers, we know, claimed they needed pay to cover 12 pints
of wine a day each, plus " measure of spirits.")

Early on the 14th a swollen crowd burst into the Invalides, the old
soldiers’ home and weapons depol across the rmver, and carried away
30,000 muskets and five cannon. But they needed powder. Powder was
stored m the Bastille; there they converged. By the end of the alternoon,
with 170 casunlties. the old fortress was theirs.

They emerged with the governor of the Bastille, whose head they cut
off with a pockethknife and impaled on & pike. The prisoners they freed:
four forgers, two lunatics; a debauched count imprisoned at his familv's
reqquest. In the davs that followed, delirious crowds would parade the
streets with otheér heads on pikes, including those of high officials, The
French Revolution was in full sway,

Bam] Bam! Morve firecrackers, even Roman canidles swishing through
the crowd. 1tis early morning now in the Place de la Bastille, and a heavy

Natronal Creographic, July 1989












“Le deficit™ rngpered e
Frimeh H.:'|'r||IH|!:|'|'IrF [ riptiere
meewrt defrt trapled Detween
1774 anel 1789, much of if
earcnirriegd by Fh [T
thre American Revaliition.
Facimg bankruptey, Louts
decreed that the Roma
Catholic Chierel @i the
robility — less than 2 per
cent of the popuiation, owr-
frre o theirdd of Frames
reseread il Ny land taxes.
(halieygang s anthornty
the snobt ity foag cod Loaets o
coneene He Estuates Gen
el & body o} clergy,
rr-'l!ln'.'|'_'._ .n:f|'|'.ll LU PR Ill'u'n'lr
bad not mef senee 1614
With grealt promfy fire
Esfates General opened 1o
Versatlles i May 1789
Reprresentaizves of the third
el
declared Hiemselves the Na-

R AT T

fromal Assembily and urged
i .'-.;'rl'ﬂ W i :I.'-.i I l-"r:llr."_'l,' fiy rrint
them. Barred from then
ZL), e
prsurgerets pathered tn amn

cltmbers on e

precloor fermms conert [riged
aited Pook g ouitly FaieieeT
fo separaie . . . wniil the
constitution of the kimgdom
shall be Ladd and estab
frahed, " Lowis relawctantiy
il -:'.I'-'Ir.'n.-lI the Assembly, and
Framce cheered the prosrect
of comstifutional momarchy

rain falls. 1 pull my ¢ollar closer ground my neck and, oy head Glled with

imiages, duck into a subway station

HAD COME o explore the French Bevolution, the most passionately

coniroviersial nr'||-||-1 (ol events 1 moclern Iil-‘."-::'. I SOUENL 1155

ro0ls, course, personalities, contrachctions, And consequénces no
Paris but al lowns and countryside and in

the still amazing Versailles of Louls XTIV and his descendant
AV and Marie Antoinette
Cme thing I found: The trapuma that
split France 200 yvears ago divides it
still, In this hicentennial vens

(1 |_'|l. el s I - -.|.

!

W EVES
hreak on
contention

moe Prenich are throwing thedr
Bigrest party in & century (o the birth
of & Kingless, secular,

republic
nation, Dilline the air with balloons,

iEhis, celebralive music, dramin, and
historic recnactments
CMhers parade, prinl, and prosely-
tize views of an Antl-"89 movement
Along with bicentennial tributes to
[recdoms given the warld by the Rev
ahation are hlnsts agninst this
scandalous commemargtion” that
in the name of rights of man glorifies

MAassacres, crimes, destruction

there

Perhaps on one thing we can agree
he revolubionary world inwhich wi
|;'.'|,' '.=.'i!_|| .||| 'I,'_ ||-:-'i!i|_.|| .-.:"||| Jalmril
ipheavals—harks back in one way or

French

Nisiornns

inother o the Kevalution

From it many LFRCE e

[aundations of our 20th century—

ginlent . catarive-

saklely

stabile. mcst

[Hc, ANl 46 SOImie W

FVE, s
Ing of centuries,

In the Marnis district of Paris, closs
by the Place de |z Bastille, I asked one
of France's leading historians why
the Revaolution occurred when it dad

Nothing was inevitable about
i A 5ir | EI-:' Fentar
{ i TElEly |'. table natiire ol events
The

£ el e

unforescen., uncontrollabli

French are volplile, energelic,

uncler the aMeien

by, 1 here were ots of peasant and urban revolls

remime. The Revalution could have beeun at any time.”
Louis XVI a twreant?f He wa

LS |.|-|| I-...'

LHat Buntinge most ohives—

A PIUSSYCEL
puttering with locks or woodworking or gorging and guzzling
he would note in his dinry histake of pame. The davihe Bastille
You don't need a good honest man as king,

nnother French historian told me. " Louis

L LAl

oL A ; X
[ell, he records "nothine.” |
vou néed n competent om

XVT didn't do his job.”
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['he quesn? Yes, she was frivolous, extravagant, preity, and mllu-
enced the king o resist reforms— but not cruel. An earlier princess had
responded Y Let them ert cake” to the bregdless in Roussean ' s ongfes-
ions while Marie Antoinette was still a spotled child in Austria
As for the nobles, they were neither idle nor foppish, sald Robert For

ster, a Johns Hopkins University professor who has made studiesof 18th

century nobiility in the reglons around Toulouse, Bordeaux, Versailles,

and in Bursundy and Brivany. " These were a hard-driving bunch,

overseeing their estates 1o ensure they got everyvthing out of their lands

anidd tenants they could "
The peasants weren't enraged that the nobles were salon dandies o

POOr Managers wWho woll | let things alip, but because they tighltened

Lthing= up. “Nor did the peasants burn chiteaus indiscrimminntely. "1hiy
Largeted the towers holding manorial records of rénts and dues.
['he immediate problem was that France was bankrupt and o fur

mail, and the king did not know what todo. Pelcits rose, #speciadly with

|"."i'_' e Kivoiutson




The March of Revolution

Heady patniotism umited Europe's most populous countiry, 28 million strong,
under a new flag that joined the blue and red of Paris with the white of the
royal Bourbon Family. The bormet rosge—a cap like that worn by freed
Rivmnan slaves — became the rapge. Alarmed by foreign threats 1o countes

the Revolution, France declared war on Austria in April 1792, By spring
1793 France was highting most of Europe — wars that ended with Napoleon’s

defeat at Waterloo in 1815,

1788 Lows X VI ssmrmions Estates
Creneral to effect Lax reform;: it d
sastrous harvest and severe wintor
wraak famine and discontent.

1 7R May 5: Estates General meets,
Jume Z0: Newely declared MNational
Assernbly takes Tennis Cowurt
Clath to credte o corstilution.
fualy 14 Rall of the Bastille
Avigrrest 411 - Manorial fees and dris
focratic frvileges abiolisfhed
Asgust 26: Dieclaration of the Rights
of Man and of the Citrzen,
Detober &: Roval family broupht
frovee Versanlles to Faris
November 2 Charch Lo suntional-
reed for sale: Later used as eolfat-
eral for paper money—a navelty
called assignats.

1790 fuky T.2: el Comstiiution of
Clergy requires election of clérgy-
when G5 skale omiployees; unpopulir
with conservatne Catholics from
preasants fo the kg,

1791 June 21: Royal family atiempis
to flee Framce.

October | : Legislative Assembly
mieets wrder fTrst comstitutron
Kmig has power of veto. Male suf-
frage determuned oy picome leval

1792 April 20: War declived on
Arestria, ailied with Prussia.

April 25: Guilloting first used m
France.

A st 110, Tusleries attacked: r i_'.'.:n'
family tmprrisoned on the 131h,

Seprtemitier 2-7 - Massacre of 1,200
Paris prisoners, most conmmon
crimitnals

seprreinber 20: Fremch tictory al
Vailrmy,

September 21 Natromal Conpention
declares France a republic.

Drecemiber: Lows on trial

1793 lanuary 21 Lows gutliotimed

Fefirwary 1: War decloved on Gredt
Britaor anid the Unitad Provinces

Muarch 7: War declared om Sfaam

March 10: Revolutionary Tribusal
estabiizshed for political crimes
Vendée revolt hegms

Mirrch 28: More than 100,004
frregres declaved lepally dead,
property kiter confescated by
FOEETIEEnT,

Aprral 6 Committes of Publse Safety
created

fune 2: Moderate leaders expelled
from Convention; most guiliotined
i October, The Terror—irigl and
execution of political prisoners —
retgns until July 1794,

Amgrisi: Metric system adopted,

Angnst 23: First moders consorip-
e —simgele wren 18 to 25

Oetober 5: Revalutionary calenda
aiofried: this date becomes 14
Vendéniaire [grupe harpest), Year
. Morths namod for seasomal
characteristics and divided o
three ten-day weeks. Revoked
18006

Oetaber 16: Marte Amiometie, age
37, putllotimed

November 10: Festival of Reason
celefrrated e Notre Daimne

1794 Febrrary 4- Slavery legally
abwolizhed in calemmies,

furee 82 Festival of the Suprens
Being, promoted by Robespierre
I aisconrage athetm

Jurme 10-fuly 27 : The Great Terror—
sribumal condemmns nearly 1,400 iy
Farris.

Juty 218; Robespierre gunllotmed.

December 24 - Price contrids end;
wrtil mflation and food shortages

1795 May-fune: Tha White Terror—
retaliatory killmgr of thowsands of
raifical reprablicoares

Movember | An dlected bicameral
direcio Y CORPEMES

1799 Novembear 9-10: Coufr o 'état
iry Napolean Bonaparte — emperor

in Muay 1804

British and alfied ships
Sfochaded France 5 Aflantic
ard Meditérransan povris
tArrEnting commerce and
thraaterning famime. Britain
dise spreed counterfot French
curreacy to booxt infiEtion
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GREAT
BRITAIN

London™ . °

“To engage the people i 2
war sgeinsf kings ~ France
delared war on ritam, the
United Provieces. and Spain
after the Jamisery (/93 axece-
ot off Labds X1
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L o Chavaniac
A qP’N-‘) (Birthplace of the
A Abter staging s counder- 75718341
abréde -
‘mnﬁ-ﬂmlﬂ 7 revolcbion agamet the 1762 -
Manteiyoiey, I689-1755) 5
the Grest Fear — o romor. thad
arfsfoc gty were fmﬁm :
fo aftack peasant = h:ﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂ
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The Great Fear Spandards
af ITHS
Centar of counter- S'FAI'H
=evalutlon and retallios
Enemy attacks

1'" and pressures
French Armry

Weakenee by feas of srivtocratle afficers wha
had flod the Revalution, the French faltered
sgahrst Avstrian and Prussias forces in the
mring of (792 but rebounded aith autumn
wictoes @ Vadmy and Jemappes. Declsning
its dﬂhpﬂﬂﬂmmﬂﬁ*ﬁh
men@:.mndﬂdymfﬂuﬂmhmﬂ:ﬁr
priand} m 792 and anngred # aned part of the
Uinéted Provinces m 1795.
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harbor tn British ships in Avgust s Ajaccia
193, A young Carzican artillery (Birthplace of
captain, Napoleos Bonaparts m
helped reclsim the port for :
the repatiic in December 7691821




“The frrst boweh thrown ol
the aRCIen Fi Erne, " oM
'::'|I|- I|I_.'| :|Ir'_-_|_ I_||:i'-_'| |I i |I.'|' R R ER r
of Voltaire [1694-1778],
HY¥rose estgfe 15 presened
at Fermney. Embods IFE e thye
\pe of Exlightenment, e
aryued for poltieal and
||'|'.|'_l;"-.:'_ ,'I'.In.'i'n'l'|'|_: .|:'|'.|I

belteved the purpose of Lif

iy B eEtrrein Fhne Dogippiat o
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Prenance for beaen,

Locked tn the Bastille in

I717 for satirizing the goe-

eremment, the philosophe

was larer the foast of

Framce ared adl | PO

the crippling cost — first secretly, then in open wir—in support of Amers-
in independence aguinst Fronce s truditional rival, England
|'.i:|.-.i|:. Cri 'iil HFONe, Teiarms blockad by his mos PO ETEI nelal]es
Louls XV took 4 remarkable step. Un August 8, 1758 —11 months be

orit the storming of the Bastille—he summoned the Estates General

lhis Bowly, which fepresen e 'Ill'l.ilil.l'l.. I'.l:'-:-.-h.i.ll:!JI' 2 of J.'|-:']'!-|I

ol lergy, nobility, and commoners— had not been convened for

Il-"-""'-.'-'-ln-:':'.

Fiven more remarkable, he instructed them to |"'ii their communitl

nd compile cakiers de doléances—notebooks of grievances. What an
incredible thing! A pation examinmeitself to tellits kKine what was wrong

in his realm! The results he could not forese I SUTVIVE

Delegates, many of them lawvers, came ffom nll over to meet at Ver-
nilles in early Moy 1789, They had read their Montesquicen, Voltair
and Rousseau and were imbued with the Enhghtenment’ s beliel that
SOCIELY & ||I--|-i|_"l':--||l| | b solved by ratronal thowsihi

Wihle the complmonts of the delegates were many —the salt tax, un
iboron roads, aristocratic privilege —the tone was respectiul, Even that

of the imoetuous oelese [Trom AN — VHrd

afved wathout tral or AP pHEEL uncer Th natedl irtirve q (rChel, VN CoUrss
there was a wild discrepancy in representation. The clergy and nobilit
Logether numbered only about 500, OO0 the third estats the rest of
France, more thon 27 million. Since they traditionally sat as seporat
oclies, the Two Upper onders. i uld glwavs otvate the lower

This time it would be different. Amiud the maneuvernng, the voice ol

Il|"_'|| il I-.--:._'.".:I-r-_II y IIII"| _" k.



] Riviera, i
- poweriul pamphlet, "What Is th
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Inswereo the
hird Estate#™: the nation. Boldl
SELY the third
This first Assembly produced enduring contributions w
Viony came flere |
||__I:I||. -

CJUESLIONn Falsen
on=Etuiing mtseil ns L
lalE S0 '.||:'| w the athers ind
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from thi

i_I|';='I|.|I1|:'; Firt LLv T I TN uIas

rural Auvergne, plaoyved o key rol wriles 1o hits adoptiv

[ el
with the
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Lreoree Washington, V1 PETSHAAE | the Assembly to begin with

ritton of Righle Consonanit

mosl perfect principles of
Right=" fand, of course. with
| homas: |etferson s Decla
ralion of Independence)

Un August 26, 1789, the Aszsemblh
adopted the landmark Declaration o
of Man and of the Citizer
nsinits 17 articles tl

won of the general will

the Rights
[t proclai
are the expiress vil
und that all men, borm eqgual in th
eves 0f the law and in opportunity
have nights to ltherty PropDErLy
tince Lo

LR aT

GRS S0
el 1o,
 laMed acrording
cAapacityv i |l|. .-.'|l|.|'l' il -'I!'||'l|
|||U|_i|:.

Ichemliss
of the Enlightenment —a begcon that

centuries, T hen o

IITROCETNL Wit pros
UIne glows with this 1 orn

HNES (W] '|:'

winces at the travesty the growing

radicalization and terror made of these words as the Revolution, Hke &

thio without & rudder. tossedd an the storm P { unfore<ern nt
W |-".;-_'-.i.:'-.-!-]--: ll!l .,|'I'I||I.|| '_|I|EE & goerm hogse nl the Palac

AV

Womgeh his-

i'|"_l..| CVLE]ES

of Versailles

e
thie Hlord st

Lo music thiat had entertas
s of Bameauwand Charoentier, Hy
: a0

ilace 1n 1661 — he B

. LT - = Y r | - | X 3 . i
tory this howse ok | LM TS the =un King, had beoun

ofnstrichon of the | seiinites] to Pt hiom

. wis it w celebrate the wedoing e 1770 of the
iture Logls X V1 1o the 14-vear-old Austrian princess Marie Antoinett
Another feast '

I !.:r- !.I |

ity this apera house | 9 vEars inter — nhod treic resuits Tor
L MTICeTs Flanders Repmment ., summoned by the

Line giter the fall of the Bastifle, wath disturbances sprea
countryside and the Assembly demanding reforms, rose to pledge loyalty
moTari by underfool the' bl

Loy Lo then trampled
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i ;
ATS. AN EET il il I RITIE ||r._.-!."|' K 1 |.'-||- prvateeAaet ful B il
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tovwird Versailles, 6,000 armedl with pokes, cudgels, and sovihes, Milling

e pates, demandimeg bireadd, they shouted tor “the baker
he Bing ancl gueen
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“Mew are bore aieeed remianr

free andd -'.:Irr..'lI e riplres,
Iafee the LT,
of Independence, Hs key
ctone of the Declaration of
the Righis of Man and of
the Ciitzen —adopted In
the Assemirly pr Anpust
1780

exce of philosople Jean
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Hero of the American W roval amiitvio A s | Eern ot s Palace, where
Reviodtetton and meemiber they could keep an eyve on them. Pansian b2 £NISL1 hat Louis XV
af e Nabtional Aszembily A | 1 ¢ Viersaills T
th I"r""':i""'."J: Lafayeife In Ume the Bine maks | £kl e but the A
compmanded the Nattomal niercepted 40 miles from freedom, With the roval fami rught back i
Cricarrdd at the gala frrsi : ;
ERry e “: b Tl chiserace, the Assem comnletesiis lone deliberation st it tion
the Bactille. A o, il ioed L e Poer | Frionce bcon mighyaqsl fafad AT |
potverful backer of comn I the 1ol g maonthe, under p ires From émigrés and monas
FIFLTe - AR Ja——p, S 0 chies abroacd and coun olutiona ithin, and with moderates i
fell From RrACE d5 1 |;l',-._- 1 creasingl ved by the mob, the Revalution takes velica] turn, 1 hre
retmiilicans pammed powe epresentative i EMmerge ! Maratl, and Bobespierr:
Fieemy Frapce in [T92, None can miiame a throng more effectively than Dinnton LEther i
the liberal aristocral was the Cordeliers Club be leads orin the street. He'sagiant of a man, robust
cafriured fry the Austrian nsuil and swageering, outgoing in el LY and purse OGN,
and spent five years as 3 wed, florid-faced man of the people, dressed like an unmade e
firgsciiier of s M6 o * s For- bl - & copio than Marat. whase 1.'An

Fise il T80 aWwing numn of mdicol newspapers. The Swis

e cloct [0 LD 15t andd scienbist wwas rbed 55 8 " eallow man
th pock-pitted oLt ack flal hair, bloodshotten and
Vational G 4 Tulv 1
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cally twitching mouth. He sutfers (rom an incurable skin o When they starpe, Hen we
in find reliet onty o warm medicated baths in a boot-shn) il starve, Lafayelle s
re effective In making himselt the 1n RTe Ci safd fo bave repiied as a
than Kobespierre, least fl Dovant of the thre oy when chided for bis
PRl ey i _|'l.-'..';._.'|r!' FEFLEFL
iH s r.l"l'l'lll-'l FRliare af
Ciravantac. Vost begsands
citirrpetsd ey I'=II| if5 bt bad to
lease more land fo feed
- f‘l-'u"-llu'-'.".'u-'l rict i
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I a church tithe, many
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“Remtoniber Hhe Borpirs,

Protesters in Gremoble de
prand that the meemtenmal
celebrvation be temipered
ath remembrance fo
“maartyrs such as thi
Vendée penocide victins
Faced with “an endless
mintther of wiscreants,” the
..|I|'|!|I|'.|"'|| senl Lo fnsdcube
Vender peasant conuntor-
repednfionaries corclided
thar “the gutllotine tg foo
stooeer, armnd . . . Sooting
wrastes pownder and shot ™
He droaened thowsands

b senttling bargpes in

the Lodre

suspects in prisons: “ Let the blood of the traitors How,” crows Mrat
The day after the French surprisingly stop the Prussians at Valmy
i liate September, both Danton and Marat join members of the new
Mational Convention m abolishing revalty and proclaiming France
republic. Thus begins Year T of “the One and Indivisible Republic.™ In
Ianuary they vote for the death of the long
Both are members of the radical Monlagnan
tain"” —the haghest benches on the left side of the Conveéntion), and their
sl wetion together 1s when they spar

s (whosit on “ the Moun

thie mobs thal purge the moderate
Cytromedist Taction in June 1793
|-|'|:||i-!"!_.llll.-||||I_:"I Uso n Monti
penard, who outlpsts the other two
more popuiar men. He has spoken
ppainst siovery end capital  punish
mient and for the right to vote without
property  gualifications, and ha
opposed those who would export Lhe
Revolution by war: "No one [ikes
armed mizsionaries.” He no longe
settles for the constitutzonal monar
chy that satisfied many. He pushes
the Revolution onward, calling for
the monarchy s overthrow, sweeping
aside proposils [or pardon or exile to
viole relentlessly for Lhe krne's death
Lhe republic procliammed, 0 d
clares war on Britain and the United
Frovindes. Spain joins France’s (oes
Making the war a crusade, the Com
mities ol Pubhic Salety, dominated by Kobesplerre, (ntroduces mass con-

WwCription, econom mobilization, ruthiless centralization, and crashies

evil forces, real and imagmed, that endanger [l palrie; © Domestic ene-
mies, more formidable than foreign armies, plot its ruin m secret!”
Meanwhile, taking his cue from Roussenu's Social Condract [V Man s
born free, and evervwhers e isin chaims" ; the only true sovereign is * th
will of the peaple™), Robespierre and hi= Jacolan disciples, such as t

fnnabical >amit-Just, attempt with mcreasing frenzy to create o new

world tn which good men, nd of the corruptine influence of anstocratic
ind ecclestastic oppressors, will find utopian happiness
v new republican cdlendar features months mamed for nature's moods
UVhermador tar 1uly- ".'.'.'ll-l |'|'-|l. Hrumaire lor Novembor's | ) H
with three défcods af ten davs. [t Fives all citizens— now l'l|'|.:||.
tlovens—ithree holidavs a month. 1 he Dive extra davs nf vear’s end o

alled the sares-culalitaes (Tor the crowads, who il not wesr arstocrad

hreeches) These are festival davs named Virtoe, Genius
ion, and Rewards. The metric systi
tion of reason and logic. Prostitutes are rounded up as corrupters of
Robespierre's “republic of virtue.™ And in the spring of 1794 he intro
duces his new religion —the Cult of the Supremes Being —to discourage
itheism and to replace Christinmity as a bond of cltizenship

Feality fades ax fantasy becomes obsession. Zealots commit unspeak

Lle horrors in ssnele-minded devaotion to principdes Maxirmibien Bohies

JADaar, o ||||||'

mis introduced as part of the celebra

prerre, though gentle with birds, purifies men with “ prompt, severe, and
tnflexihle istice” to make France worthy ol his perfect so i 5!

qlll-llll:l | .IlI |r= i .'l'.'l”rli':'i |r.ll'| I| |I B et



ARTS, 1793504 To the rumble of the tumbrils and the thud of the
suilloting,; the Keign of Terror mounts to a climax as the inter-
preiers of ¥ the people’s will, " like weasels thrust into a single
cage, turn on each other and np themselves apart. Except that
it is more cold, calculating, clandestine. And after Robespierre

cuts down his most formidable rival, Danton, he presents himself at the

altar of the "hali-completed” Revolution: "0Oh! Sublime people!

Keceive the sacrifice of all my being. Happy is he who was born in your
midst! Even happier is he who can die
[or your happmess!

Kobespierre's man for all ceasings

1% Antoine bFouguer-Tinville. Tha
implacable pulilic prosecutor lives in

the conlcal Caesar lower of the Con
uliriney
Tribunal. He has anly to go up to the
Liberté or Egalité Hall of the Palace
-‘-'f _||J.-'-'|Il E LD SENC] 'I.l' |='-:|l..'-!'r.'I|Il:'|| L
cells below or to the Abbey or other

pverflowing prisons. Their final let-

clergerie, seal of the Revo

[ErS, cilen Writlen on scraps ol paper
ar cloth, he
brought to him;

“Farvewoll, for eodr. Embrice
my ciildren for me.” "Faveweall . .
am going Lo die. Tell my father that in
ROCERCE RS R a5y CORSCIENCE, ET4N
al tne fool of the scaffold.” “Do not

weeh over your daughter, my dear ma

has intercepled and

e, she oy doed wwortfiey of vou
Cnly we in the 20th century ond Fouguier-Tinville in the 18th have
rend these letters —not those o whom they were tearfully adcdressed
As the condemned —aristocrats, Prigsis, Young womaen, COmmaongrs, a
general who lost a battle, women's nghts activist Olvmpe de Gouges,
counselor Dupin, age 97, Charles Dubast, 14, the astronomer Bailly,
first president of the Assembly and former mavnr of Paris, the famous

chemist Lavoisier, the voung poet André Chénier, one father who has
takon the place of his son
tued, inthe tall red horse-drawn carts, crowds in the streels scream insalts
and pelt them with rotien fruit. Some carse back, others weep or pray
Fhe Duke of Orléans and the Maréchale de Noailles remain impassive
Vhe Girondist leaders sing “La Marselllaise.”" Madame du Barry, for
mistress, pleads, " Save me, friends

I'he king marnanimously asks that his death not be avenged, Marie
Antoinette, her shorn hair turned white, politely apologizes for stepping
on the executioner’s fool, Madome Roland ealle out, “ O libe: v whal
crimes are committed in vour name!” The irrepressible giant Danton,
jesting with the crowds Lthat bne the way, ascends the scaffold and
demands, “Show my head to the people. It's worth g look!"

Lucile, the 23-year-old wife of Desmoulins, pleads with Robespierre to
spare his friend from school days, a staunch Tacobin supporter. But Des-

ride unsteadily backward, standing, hands

MCE Foya i ]1|';:E‘.'IJ1I"I

moulins has published his—and Danton’s — view that the Terror ehould

be moderated. Robespierre has him guillotined. Lucile soon follows
Amid the prowing parnnoia, Robespierre urges that the reten of virtue

will finally triumph with one last weeding. Overnight the “impure”

|:I-|'I:'" I.:-"l“n'.'u' .II‘.'I':'n"llu'l LIErM

Fhe mpasr serbvey woosiled b

ke — Privce Herrd Robert
Ferdinagnd Marie Louts-
Phliprpre d"Chrléans — com
forts a friend in the nursing
irarmie of the Fondation
Condé, a | Ttlh-century
charity be beads, The Count
af Paris, fe can conceive of
the day French voters would
return bis family to a “con-
strtutiomal and democratic
monarctry. Much of s

fife bas been spent outside
France; the 1886 Roval
Fawulies Exiles Law, re-
pealed e 1950, banished
rwosild-be monarehs,









All subjocts of Lowes XV]
and Marte Anfoinetles were
tiveleomed o four Versailles
if they were decenty
dressed and did not beg.
I'he gqueen granted lf::'u.-...:r.'
anifiences in ber bedvoon,
Chr the morming of October
6, | 789, she escaped
.I*.":r.'_l:rl.g.r.' d frassdgeway o
tive Rineg’s apartment asa
mealy of women threateming
ter “aeakee luce out of ber
enirails™ hurst into her
quuarters. Enraged by lack
of bread and by rumors of
tive qqueen’s fndifference —
the unfownded et them
el cake” retort — 45 manry
a5 6, 000 rovaenrens bad
mearched from Parts the
day before. With La-
favette’s National Guagrd
desperately tryving fo keep
arder, they escarted the
roval fannly back to Paris
tey five in the Tutleries Pal
ace, next to the Lowere,
"W wetll mot Lack for bread
in the frture,” they lold the
watting crond, W are
hringing vou the baker anl
the baker's wafe,™

5 (i

deputies who anticipate being weeded plot to strike first. On 9 Thermi-
dor{ July 27) with cries of © Down with the tyrant!”™ they ssize him, along
with a hundred " Robespierrist conspirators.” The sans-culottes, who
have become digenchanted, do not rise to save them

MNow it is the turn of the executioners themselves ot Dr. Guillotin's
humanitarinn beheading maching: Saint-Tust, who has= envisioned all
France clothed in white togas, a modern Sparta purified

The “incormaptible” Kobespierre, not the primly dressed and pow
gered prig but & gory shambles, s
Jaw shot away—in agony, speechless
lor once. Fatled by the French people
i fuliliment of his dream, he has
tatled himsell in & smcide attempl o
cheat the dripping blade.

Finally
EXOCULIonN nave perversely
relished watching, amid the women
knitting stockings for the war effort as
the internal conspiracy i1s annihilated
before their eves. In 11 months the
Terror arrests 300,000, condemins
1 7,000 to death. Another 35,000 per
izh in prison and summary execu
tions. 1The majority of deaths occur in
five of the nation’s 86 depurtments

. Fougiier-Tinville —one

[ mighi

TKE A GENIE released from 4 bot-
tle, the Revolution’s ener-
gies, once unleashed,
hard to controel. Throughout
Francte Lthe breakdown ol

old-regime institutions and the up-
surge of Fad i allsmn created a ['ll||T||“.-'|]
caldron that gave opportunists an
unpredédented chance to seize power
and institute local reigns of terror
The Convention sent " representa
trves on mission” to the departments.
They set up revolutionary tribunals,
recruited 57 revolutionary armies to
extract food supplies for towns and
tor the war effort from reluctant peas-
ants, enforced price and wage con-

were

trols—and eradicated bresason with

portable guillotines théy occaswonally

trundlied along. Some refrésentonls
were conscientious publi

like Robert Lindet, whao paci e rehellious Normandy with moderation;

SEMVARLS

others severe like Billaud-Varenne in the north or savage like Joseph
Fouché, the first "butcher of Lyvon"; some were drunken bullies like
Claude Javogues in the upper Loire region, who was convinced that
“those miserable reptiles.” the rich, were In league with priests and
rrain hoarders to nssassinete millions of the poor.

In o de-Chnstoanizing crusade, statuary was smashed, the tombs of
sciires of kimgs and qgueens 1o Samt-Dienis Basilica were desecraterd,

Yational Geographic, July 198§
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for their stone. Today at Cluny, whose abbey church stood second in size
to 5t. Peter's in Rome, justa iragment remains. Notre Diame in Paris was
spared only because it was converted into the Temple of Reason, Reims
Cathedral into a storchouse

Cities hated the dictatorship of Paris; the countryside resented the
domination of towns. All saw personal liberties and regionil autonomsy
eroded by facolim concepts and control. Atone critical jundcture, with the

-

war in full swing, the second city of the realm, Lyon; the third and fourth
cities, Bordeaux and Marseille; the leading naval base, Toulon; and a
large section of western France were all in violent revolt apainst the revo-
lutionary dictatorship, Représsion was savage

The longest, most searing of the counterrevolutionary strugeles rav-
nped the Vendée FeELar of western France. South of the Loire and border-
ing the Bay of Biscav, the Vendée is hedgerow country of small holdings

contrasting with open wheatlands that roll away to the east
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HE REVDLIUTION S AGEN [TH Loy & chifler-

I's thought they had |
['here was no spanmng the gap between the ratio-
e LLer

circumscenbed peasant subject to

nalizine. centralizing Parizian dedicated to building a8

(uture and the conservative

farees and fears bevond s control, To the peasant the Fan

i lean] K eda s

and understood his

kingand outlawed the priest who stiared his privation
fAIth

easant wais a benighted religious fanatic holding on to hackward ways

mix of folk animi=sm ani I'n the Parisian tha

Elegant, white-haired Jesan Lagniau,
explamed why thi w0 religious. A major missionnrs

effort had been mounted in the early 18th century to eradicnte Protestant
Rochelle nearby

onstitutional priest” arrived, who had forswarn the pop

nresident of the local historical
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take their newborn for baptism (o the nonconforming priest in hiding:

Then came another threat from the cutside world: conscription. Now
Yencéan youth would be swept up to fight on distant frontiers for a re-
public that was anuthema to them. Towns and villages rosein revolt, and
Lhe Yendean Wars beenn — a brutal =ecsaw of attack and counterattack,
pitchid battles, dispersals in “the labyvrinth" and sudden regroupings,
climaxing in a punitive invasion by a score of " infernal columns” of rev-
olutionary armies that burned and slaughtered everything in their paths

In October 1793 as many as 90,000 Vendéans — men, women, and chil-
dren—crossed the Loire and headed north for the English Channel in the

For treason and trammny
“crtizen Lows Capet”™ was
grillotined on Janwary 21,
1 793, The pates of Paris
toere shut, and 20, (00
strectators filled the Place
e La Revolution, formerly
wamed for Lowis XV and
radiay Place de la Con
carde, "'l die innocent,”
the kivg said calmly from
the scaffold; a dramroll
droneseed bime o, Though
the Mational Convention
smareeprposialy foumd bem
guilty, the fimal vote for s

el was splie, 380 to 310,

HiNL MUY mATI0MNALT | EROYE
MINENETSED UL sRIC s ChE| oy
| AFFEGETTH _ B E

hope of receiving British support. Decimated by battles and dysentery,
only 4,000 made 1t back 1o the Vendée. After the colminating battle of
savenay on December 23, Genernl Westermann exulted to the Convens-

tion: " There is no longer a Vendée | have crushed the children under
Lthe hoof= of my horses and massacred the women | hiawve no prisoner
Lo reproach myvself with. [ have exterminated all!"

[ strolled through Nantes, admiring its fine 18th-century buildings,
many built by merchants and shipowners when Nantes was the first port
of France, tts merchant fleet numbering more than 1,300 vessels before
war with Britain crippled its trade. [ paused in the Place du Boulfay,
where the guillotine had been set up, Now market stalls crowd it —stalls
where vou can buy heads of lettuce and cabhagre

In 1793 revolutionary authorities had filled the prisons with so many
Vendéans, priests, and suspected rovalists that the guillotine could not
work [ast énough to make room f(or new arrivals: The zealot Jean
Haptiste Carrier abandoned trials, enlisted local radicals to thin the pris-
on popaiations, and shol suspected counterrevolutionaries en masse
Then ke thought of new refinements.

National Geopraphic, July 1989
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"It sends a slver down the  Jf

simme, " a Pars neu
reported in 1792 of a new
song brought to toum by
the Marseille National
Crueard. Written that year
as @ wur mareh by Rowget
de Lisle in Styasbowrg, “La
Marzesliatse™ was adopted
a5 the French mational
it [E Became kwown
across Enrope when Napo-
lean serzed contral an 1799
aind conguered the Conii-
nent, It echoes through
Tehavkovsky’s 1812 Over-
ture, tebrch celebrates the
emperoy s refreat from
Moscouw, It s banned
along wrth the Tricolor
tikren mtoniechy s ve-
stored in 1814, It stirred
subsequent French vetoly-
tioms i 1830, 1848, and
I871. Today the antlhent of
France's Fifth Republic,
“La Marseillaize," "' ob-
serves one uriter, "is the
one thing every Frenchman
agrees an': “'Le jour de
gloire est arnive — the day
of glory bax arrived.”’

ERCHIET T mabisapis

48

Replacing a hereditary divine-right monarchy with an elected consti-
tutional government thut fervently believed it could ¢reate a new society
by hiiman will set a portentous example for the world, Change became &
virtue rather than a threat, the idea of progress a creed, fanning the faith
thal technological, economic, educational, and political innovation
would bail mankind out of any dilemma, and that the good life could be
legistated—or decreed and drilled. Even those who deny freedoms ab-
sorb the labels. Few modern regimes. no matter how dictatorial, fail to
include “democratic,” *republic,”™ or “people’s" in their official titles.

HE LEGACY OF THE REVOLUTION is gtill very much alive," said
Jean-Notl Jeanneney, energetic director of the bustling Bicen-
tenninl Mission, headguartered near the Eiffel Tower. “A
nation 1= nch in is memory. And the roots of 20th-céentury
France are in its founding myth. I'd like all the yvouth of this
nation to Know iis story —so full of passion and surprise

I Brought up the Anti-"89 movement

“Why has the Revolution been dividhing so long? What can unite ys?"
he lamented, telling me he had received a simister variation of the poison:
pen letter —a dead viper in a bottle,

Not that there was unanimity from the start. English poet William
Wordsworth rejoiced that it was blissful ar “that dawn to be alive.”
Edmund Burke denounced the Rights of Man as a * monstrous doctrine”
that "endangered every nation in Enrope.” Count Paul Stroganov wrote
from Parns, “The best day of my life will be that when | see Russin regen-
erated by such a revolution,” His sovereign, Catherine the Great,
frowned: ¥ Belter the foalithness of one than the madness of many, ™ And
today, Russia, like France, is subjecting her revolutionof 1917, offspring
of France's "mother of revolutions,” to puinful reexamination.

“"We are not going to hide that the Revolution denied what it ap-
proved,” said Jennneney, “We shall tryv toexplain what went wrong.
MNor are we interested in g chauvimstic celebration, We're not extolling
the Terror of 1793-94. We hail 1789 and its Declaration of the Rights of
Man —the vear when o much good emerged for France and the world."

How will you celebrate the 200th Bastille Day? 1 asked frends of
MY JOUTTIEY.

"1 will dance in the streets,” replied the sprightly septungenarian
Sédillot. “This really commemorates the first Bastille Day festival in
| 790 — the king still alive; king, people from all over the nation celebrat-
ing a Mass and reform."

“1 shall only crv," said the fervent Vendéan Revnald Secher, whose
{amily lost 14 out of 15 members in the exterminations,

“Plaving tennds; it's u holiday, " said Jean-Louis Renard, a practical
merchant of the walled riverside town of Sommiéres in Languedoc.

“Nohles will wear black armbands, ™ a Parisian duke told me, adding:
“Don't use my name il you say anything good about the Revolution."”

“T'l celebrate the shared idealism of the 18th century, ™ the American-
born Baroness de Montesquieu told me as we raised glasses of Bordeausx
o toast the 300th hirthday of the political philosopher =6 influential to
both the French and U. 5. Constitutions,

Clearly, debate abouit the Great Revaolution is not over, indeed may
never enid. We znow only that 1t changed our world and our lives. As for
me, nfter all the months in France pursuing the Revolution, I think T will
wonder about it always.

And what about vou, citoven? 0

National Geographic, July 1989
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Revolutions

Down with kings, up with the tmalienable rights

of the citizen! Revolutionary ideas —and men who
espoused them—crisscrossed the Atlantic, mspiring
America’s revolt agamst England, then
Framnce's overthrow of its king.

CHARLES McCARRY

EQIMTUOR-AT-LANGE

N THE COURSE ol her
ong and passionale his-
tory France has made
many conauests, hut in
1776 she fell in love

with America and with
the idea of liberty that America
symbaolized. This infatuation
resulted in the two greatest
¢vents of modern times —the
birth of the United States,
for the American Revolution
almost certainly would have
fatled without the military and
(inancial support Of France,
and the French Revolution,
which France herself was re
taarn while bringing forth politi
cal forces that have shaped the
world ever since

Cine revolution followed
closelv after the other, and
LOMme saw B |r]-llrj1| |--|I'l'|r||-|.'|.'|i|.|'|'|.
between the bwn. The Bastidle
tedl on July 14, 1789, only 75
davs after Georpe Washington's
firsl inaugeuration. Marne-
Toseph-Panl-Yves-Roch-Gilbert
du Motier, Marquis de La
Favette, a hero of the American
Revolution who had been made
commander of the Paris Na-
tional Guard, sent the key Lo
the fortriess (o President Wash-
ington from "a Missionary of
Liberty to its Patrigrch.™

29

Lafaveltte (the usunl Ameri-
can form of his name) proposed
combining the colors of Paris,
blue and red, with the roval
white into the famous tricolor
cockade of the French Revolu-
tion. These were, of course, the
sarme colors a8 the flag of the
pew- American nation

Lafayvette and many other
Frenchimen wore enamored of
an exciting new ides that maght
be called the divine right of the
peaple, mixed with another,
mare durable theory that primi-
tive socteties are natoratly more
virtuous than civilized ones

Jean-Jacques Roussen, a
Frenchman from Ceeneva who
popularized the latter paradox
as d means of Winning An essay
contest, touched a peculinely
French nerve by sugpesting that
imjustice was wrong not only
because it-was cruel, but also
because it was stupid. In 1754
Rousseau wrote, “The Arst
man who having fenced in a
piece of land said, *This is
mine, #nd lound people naive
encigh to believe him, that
man was the true founder of
civil society.”

The French were great ad-
mirers of the ancient Hi?ﬂlﬂﬂ."—,
1o whom they owed ther

]
I

chliure and their langunge. The
greatest king of the Franks,
Charlemagne, allempled 1o re-
construct the Roman Empire,
and nearly o thousand vears [at
er Louis X V] commissioned he-
roic pilintings depicting Roman
virtues in the hope that the
French would imitate thiem.
The American Hevolulion,
fomented by men in simple gar-
mients who wrote like Cicern
and were as thrifiv, brave,
nnd patriolic as Uincinhatus,
seemed to be the fulfiliment of
a French prophecy. "At the
first news of this quatrel,™
Lafayette wrote, “my heart
was éenrolled mit"

Louis XVI forbade Lafavetie
to go to the war, and Benjamin



Franklin, the American envoy
in Paris, also discouraged him
But in 1777 Lafayvette shpped
out of France in dizgulse and

sailed for America from a Span-

ish port abonrd the Vrctomre, a
chip he had fitted out at his
pwn expense. (He had o yearts
income of 120,000 livres, at a
time when o master craftsman
might earn 500 or less:)

He was coolly received by
Americans, who hid grown
slieeptical of foreigners wishing
to be paid handsorme wages to
fight in & war to which they
had not been mvited. La-
favette, insisting that he wikhed
bo serve at his own expoense
without pay or commuend, was
commissioned n major general

s
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e Margqus de Lafiryette, shorem

bere at nght at Valley Forge,
sevved on George Washington's
stuff—emblematic of the French

and crmcial to the American

Repolution.
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in the Continental Army and
attached to Washington's stafi
Lafavette was then only 19
veisrs old, Washington took a
préat lHkking to him at their first
meeling, at o Philndeiphia din-
ner party, and afterward was
a father figure to the youlh,
whase own father died when he
was two vears old. Lafayvette
wrote home about Washing
ton's “majestic figure anc
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-
- Hirlr_fr
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doportment, ™ and when his
first sem was born, named him
Lreorges Washington.

Lafavelte had practically no
military expenence—in his own
army he had been a captain of
dragoons. Thomas Jefferson,
less impressed by him at first
than Washington was, belicved
that Lafayette wos possessed of
‘o canine appetite” for fame
and popularnty, Certainly he
became o favorite of the Ameri-
can people: He ranks with
Washington himself, Jefferson,
and Franklin in the number of
places named for him in the
Uintted States.

The French {oroe of 7,500
regulars, splendidly uniformed
in white broadcloth, fought

-3



alonesicle wn ill-clad Amerncan

contingent of rouchly egual sz

ander Washington at the dec
sve Hattle of Yorktown, Vir
g, in 78]

More French troops ( 186)
than American (76) were Killed
or wounded at Yorktown
French engineers destgnied thi
siege that rained some 3,000
artillery shells and cannonball
i & single day on the British
fortibcations. A powerful
French fleet of 24 ships and

00 puns under Adm. Fran-
cois Joseph Paul, Camte o
LarTiisse, prevented o somewnal

smaller Hritish naval force from

siling inlo Uhesapenke Bay Lo
refieve Lord Cornrwenl]iz’«
troops. 1hi=s was the Key Lo
TR T

Lreoree TS PTYME M i
Lo North, = sanl o pve
taken the news of Cornwallis"s
srrrender “as he would have
taken & ball o his breast,™ cry
g, Oh God! It 5 all over!
Cin March 4, 1782, the British
Parliamont advised the crows
L s1ie TOT pEACE

American history bhooks hawv
never insisted on these facts
sty mare than the French mak:
L point in their classrooms of
emphasizing the role played Dy
A
ration of France, Still, mosy
with Lafavette

eafimate of the oerning

mMeErcan armes 1n the 1344 b
wWinled neTee

of the Amencan Revolution
Humanity has won it= hattly

Liberty now hias i countey

D to the rebel

AN R

il course. entirels 1|!||
t1c. Louls XV 2 ol

cien miinisker, Charles Grravier,

Lomte de Vere NOeS, pefceyvi i
practical advantages (or ms
puntry should the Americans
win: "The power of England
wiill b reduced, und ours will
INCIrease her commerce will
be frreparably damaged, whale

ours will be ineeeased,. and it 18

1

vory proba bl s conglid
Fecover a port ol i b [HAERELE )]
that England took from us
LmeErica,”

The cost of France's seen
pngly encdless gliobal war with
Fonglnnd hiad virtually bank-
rupled her. Nevertheless, she
provided the American rebwel
with 40 miubion Hvees in srants
and lopns: total French RN
ditures on the American wai
probibly exceeded ane hillio
Hvres — a suth roughly eaual to
200 miillon dollars at the tm
bt chiffeeale o Ml |_|.|_:|' i

Envow to France, Thomurs Jeffer
e frennately advised fafayett

and other Freneh reformers

5 PR A

muatériel, including the dni-
forms [blue or brown coats with
red] Tacings] worn by Washing
tan 5 ragged army, b2, 000
French repgular soldiers (ol
whom 2,000 died, compared
with 6,800 Americans icilled
and 63 fully manoed warshiges
Along with French aid cami
French crisis management
Louws A V1 s second ambassa
car o Philadelphia. Anne-

César, Chevalier de la Luzgerm

fH N |.|F[ CEEFALLS S me

Fehaved like a proconsul, inter-
lering in military policy, dic-
tatine gh appointments,
manipuinting votes in the (Con
Hnental Congress, paving a cdel-
coale from New Hampshire the
huge sum of 5,000 Hyres o vear
to Teport on the secret proceed-
ings of Congress, planting sto-
ries i the patriot press tha
supported French policy., He
used or withheld French mones
Lo being aboul resulls desired

||' :.Ilri' E.ll.‘l'rlll' ; |"||'i|'_||l"_
would not seem strange Lo the
imbassador of a 20th-century
s perpower poasted to o Third
II.‘..III-iI-II I.I.II.Il...l..

MOIN{: FEANLCE S GIFTS T
A\merica was the war
hip Bondomme Kich
il from whose

|'|" "I'I'-' li‘- Illlll' i'.l'll [I'lll_'
ittered nis lepencdary cry ol

| nve not vel begin
o fFight!” The name of this
ship was an allusion to Benia

s Poor Richard'

L Meped i |||__ e okl LheE ronidast [ai]s

min Franklin

lar forelgn works ever pub
IEhec 1N France

Fhe Continenlal Congross
el =ent Frankbhno to Paris m

| 776, mnd mo Aomericon ha

EvEr been =o lonmized by the

Prench. He ceemed to haw
-|I'|||||':I islil a1t the AR T .||-

B onrssa e ykine with the

charity of Voltaire, and he did

ol hing 1o dispel the llusion
"IFranklin’s] dress, the sin
AEw b i 1

wce, Lhe [Fendly mieekness of

extermal appua

Ill-lll ||rr'|| :-l.l:
Freedom a mnass of votaries
imiang the court circles, ™ wrole

L€ e L

In fact Frankhn was one of

Ere - most T amons men in the

world, the subject ol countless

=1
il

Hons, k scientist, the investipn

tor of electricity, a philosopher

& o was compared i lns life-

fimé to Socmates, whom |'|r' COT

SRS a-.-.!:'r-l Lo emulate
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i he mob by Lafavett
Fronoe herself trembled on
he hrink of revolution, an the
et roiti] that 20 much
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France, wWhy Louis XV 1 and
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king clung to the wlea that the
monarchy could be influenced
by its subjects through practices
and institutions inspired by the
neéw U, 5. Consbitution

Days after the opponents of
the monarchy precipitated the
French Revolution by forming
i MNatiooal Assembly that chal
lenged the power of the king,
Jefferson was Invited to ndvise
those members who had been
appoimted to draft the Declara-
tion of the Rights of Man and
of the Citizen. Although he
ad worked privately with

itavette, Jefferson declined

e original American in Paris,
Ben Frankitn charmed the court
of Lowis XVI and Marie Antoi-
nette, and in 177
Framco-American allionce. In

1790 France ewlogized bim as the

“model of the compton e,
SEQERANIAE HF

HLE'H

on grounds that his open partic-
ipation would violate s diplo
matic statuys

Mo group of men resembling
Lafayette's Amencan fnends
vet exisied in France, & CoOUntry

made up of many peoples,

8 forged the first

many classes, and many undy
ing enmities. The American
Revolution produced Franklin
And YWashington, bul no fgure
remolely resembling Moximi
lienn Robesmerre

A British historian has
observed that Robesperre
belonged to & circle of extrem
15t% who * were sons of the bour-
Feolale, men who having been
educated at college. thanks to
some charitable agency
were ready for anvthing bul
had achieved nothing. The
had plenty of talent a8t com
mand, were full of clazsical

Vationgl Geographic, July 1080




tirades agamnst tyrnny, and,
thooEn sensitive |'r|'I|EI:.'|"I n
their privite life, were blood
thirsty butchers in their publis
relntions.”

Compared to the multitodes
that cied in the relifious wars
of earlier centuries, the toll tak
en by the Reign of Tetrror was

small. Ite architects killed in the

name of political belief with the
express wish of utterly disman-
tling the past— laws, church,
monarchy, social ¢clnsses, art
Lhe ancient customs of ordinary
people, the very mesning of

wiords—and replacing it with

[ Kevolwlions

a revolutionary order

Thev did not prevail, Over
the next generations the French
mation strugeled to drive out
these demons, and, despits
bloody setbacks, largely suc
ceeded, In France, and in the
opinton of the world, the greal
principle of the struggie—thal o
nation can remake isell on the
basis of liberty, equality, and
fraternity —is the one that tri-
umphed in the end

[ wais ¢lsewhere, and not un
til the 20th century, thal men ol
the Robesplerrean type came

o thelr own, selzing powers

first in Rus=ia and then in many
aother countries. T

IE5E moddern
despots acted with the same
savAgRe violence as the Puris
archetypes to destroy their
entmies, shatter the past, and
tmpecrso. the total suthorily of
the revolution

[t was Kobespierre, among
nthers, who demanded the
death of the king, o act that
demonstrated, as did the muar
der of Tsar Nicholas 11 and his
family by Russian Halsheviks in
1918, that there was no limit to

e
Revolution—and no zoing back
to the old order. Tom Pane,
who propagandized for the
Fronch Revolution with the

the power of the leaders of

same enthusiasm as he had ear-
(1T for the American, siated
that the execution of Loois XV
wionild ahienate Amercian sym-
pathv. Robespierre had him
thrown into prison; Paine man
agredd bo escape the guilllotime by

luck alome

HE STRUGLI-E ..L!_":'l.ill."'
totalitarianism has
hean pursued by helrs
of thet American Revo-

lution, who owe ff least as

mich to the best instincts of

France ns the political descen

dants of Robespierre owe to her

darker impulses. Certuinly the

Hth century would have been o

different tme, and the world a

far different place, if high-

minded Frenchmen and practi

cal Amernicans had not met 200

viesTs ipn at o moment when

edach needed the other

The reasons of state that cre
ated this relationship are (ar
less ymportant than the human
memory of 1t across the geners-

Hons in both countries. When
AMErco wWis Very youne,
France taught her how to

gEnerous. NO nation has evet

L

biestowed a grenter gifl upon
another, or one that marle a
larger difference in the condi-
tion of mankind i
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tmpertons as the withermg look of a
maitre d’, there ts warmth. As dis-
arnting as the delight of the Renoir-
like child at the next table tasting ber
first artichoke.

Beneath the stiff formality, fussy
as a Lowws X1V armebair, there is
earthimess. Blunt as the tight-lipped
housewife trudeme crosstouwn, -
stead of next door, to g boulangerie
where loaves are a centimeter longer.

NOL LOD, YOI L d cornegr i the
Loire Vailey town of Azay-le-Ridea
and find a .'!.'r_‘l:_fHFF."L.' ol S u'.!'_ﬁ- J[.l'lil.;.ﬂ..’.l"L.'[n'I
it a gardener’s shoe. How endear-
ingly French—testament not just to
the artist in the gavdener but to the
soul of a society imcapable of passing
this treasure of vermilion, torn shoes,
and stone weithout a gratefi smuile.

lext by
DON BELT, CATHY NEWMAN
and CLIFF TARM

ALL MATHIMAL LEETHEHAFFHE. 51 A3F
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\ nmation’s love for precision and grace finds expression in the French An
i i

Forci bzl ' nd in the grd na gpeometries of Chateau de Chambord.
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i three sholters a di i,
and that dog can do no
rrone. INot even in
Paris, wwhere someon
once calculated that
JPEY 1e5ir1ans .‘--rl.r'“ 19t ¢l g
dri IPINRES every 2861LH
step. The city sendas
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omietirnes they seem
wrore 1k POeEs than
bailders, these youne
designers turning French
architecture upside
:u'll:'.’-!"-".r-

"My mspuration!”
save Pariz arehtect Denis

Laming, snatciune a

piece of quartz from bis
worktable. ] J'-'rr.u L
crystal-like Kmerntax
'|'I-'L"|'Il' ML '-r-i'u'll."'r”. a .".'!'l_ :J-I'IL':"

e designed for Futuro-
scopre, the theme park
ana mgh-tech complex
LT IIII ll-lr|'l'-|'."-'. .|I.|I.|I."' Cfrti |-'£|'I|"
for the project’s school
(below left) spraneg from
the delta wing

[ .'II;_;_:rr'."* of fancy are

becoming routine arowund
the perimteter of Paris, at
“new towns’ like Marne-
La-Vallée (above, and far
right) ar la Défense (top),
the boontme DUsSIess
district fust outside Paris
In its midst risas the
Grande Arche de la

|I :-II i_llil R rlllllllJ_r| ||I-|:'!-|‘|II|I;I“-‘I--.l







With a rumming start and a flash of designer colors, a new breed of jet-setter

soars over Chamonix in the beart of the French Alps. In the valley below, the
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Come back at bigh tide. Most af t byt VO SEE will be submereed, except for
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controversy on the laid-back Cote d"Azur, along France's Mediterranean coast.
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‘ries at Faster. The cracked blare o f
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imfluence annownces kself 11 small bars that
cerve Spanish tapas washed down with French
pastis. In the Roman amphitheater, soaked
:r-!._l_'J'-'.f the color ‘.llll-.lll-':l-lllr' : -"!..'H;'I,h.r;:i.'r', MHATHESS d
dreadful beauty: the ballet of man and bull.
Perbaps it 13 the swoirl of scarlet dpe, the stifts
of light that allow us to foreet the gleam of
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. e Fresnch do not eat, they dineg, takine equal comtfort from a spmple

clowd of cemelet or a dessert 50 -'.'a'.lr:.f."%.-'u'u' arne pesitates to mar it with a SO,
.'-II i 1 F ] : : [l
W r:;'l'l'l'{'?' refdared oy i 15 rand mastao : Itite Paul Bocuse, or a dot Mg Brana

mother. a meal 15 a celebration—be 1t for a marriage, a brrth. the first LS flard
gus of spring, the last raspberries of sunimer.

Such fixation on food wells from a culture that has weighed 1ts priorities
and sided with 19th-century epicure Anthelme Brillat-Savarin, who opined

that the discovery of a view disk did far more for buman bappiness than the

discovery af o st







howimng their
famous independert
streak, the French
declite to team with
NATO o1 g jomt nmili-
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defending Europe.
A powerful purnch
] -
i the French arsenal
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reet -',Ir-I s near | r'l.|4' West

ki

Crerman border (above).
The Sioux entblemnt on
1 1 [ " |
tire plane s taul wden
i T

the Lafayette Escadrille,
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Struegine i a
stamip in Gabon,
marine cormmmmandos

.'r-" racltice evacualing

i
wounded (right).

Though 1ts former
colonies i West
Africa bave matiired
fito mdependent
nations, France still
treats themt as part

|.|I|I .‘I||r‘|" Il'l.'.“.'h'..'l"f.







n the heart of Brittany there
lives a family that seems to have

steprped out of a storybook. Therr
home is a dreamy, spired castle, its
rooms richiy appomted with remmd
ers of a nobility traceable to the yea
1128. Yet losselin de Roban, the Diic
de Rohban (the 14th to hold that title).
and the duchess do not shut out the
present. They welcome 75,000
visitors a year. Deeply attached to
the Breton soil, the dicke serves as
mayor of the towsn of Josselin and in
the national Senate. Joking with
J:.':f.!'tzlz_gw'_c (abouve), he Carmpargns also
for a county counctl post. One goal:
ta belp farmers stay on the land
“The aristocratic spirit is no longer
awway aof life,”” says the dike, ""but
rather an attitude, a wweay of bebaving
i the world.”



')

i ]
HITFLEr TH Jll.l'i".’.‘- Gl S ||I'I ol 1s oui. ¢ ||l|'|'.'_-'['

triends celebrate with a enitse down the Seme.
Eric Geneste greets [ulie Bhaud with a kiss
(right), while Judith Remy visits with Crystel
Chambaudet. Crystel, now 18, wants to

become a press agent in the music mdustry.

But shewaits for the resilts f'."-:'Jr-':' extremely

diffrcult baccalauréat exam, which she needs

ror aarnmission to g unmrersity,

nanenished
Crvstel pets ber first look
at the exam resulls, peld
by Judith. Crystel bas
failed. Later at a cafd
(lett) Tudith tries to con-
fort her dazed friend,
who vows to retake the

fest |'II|I".' Il'.l '!rl'll -'.'l!'u'l.".l'l'i.:' VAT,
















fter descen Ling
it the dank, silent laby-
-".’i'i'l'-!l' i IIJI.EI |I-'.'.'.!-":"|'|'=- .ru'l-'. i
torm the Paris Cata-
{ -'.'.".".’.'I':-, _‘.'I it oOrice |'I'I'.
SEEN QUEr YOl head:
STOP! HERE 15 THI
EMPIRE OF DEATH.
Fhe bones Of SIX miil-
(ron sonis hate been

.'.1.f:'.'-.'-',f.'.".'.'f.'.’.-'. L BEreE v
LI G -II!-\'.I'II.-!‘.LIIIII cemeteries
during the past 200
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(o f thase whao died during
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Henrt tooR CUrious com-
fort from bis work: 1
felt more secnre doten
whth the dead tiy s
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o he French ;;rf..'r'.f therr cultiire
as Americans guard Fort Knox, and
tiverr citadel 1s the Institut de France
Fhe late Gen, Fernand Ganibiez
(right). comtmander of French forces
in Algeria in 1961, was elected to
ome of the mstitute’s fiie aeddermes
as a distinguished military bistorian.
Keeping altve a celebrated military
tradition, Ludovic Bietii (left) por-
travs one of the nmilitiamen of Saint-
[ropez, who ousted Spanish tnvaders

T, =

in 1637. The timage of the city’s
patron samt adorns bis tassied bat
Far from the bomeland the seeds of
Frencik culture blossomt i tropical

Polynesia as churchgoers atlend a

| r"j'.‘:.fr'.lr.".rs_;,-' i Papeete, Falits,
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No city seduces as skillfully as Paris. Linger too long on the Pont des Arts

and passton may wdge your slumbermg spiarit atvake, or kiss your lips, or



tarnt vou fieto a whimsical work of art. With a sl

v, kenowing wink, the City of

Light steals your heart with one clear, small, joyous moment after another. [



Leading edge of wing Heorizontal tal and
it it Belgiurn parts of rear fuselage
: 4 produced in Spain,

Fast-selling Airbus A120 jet-
liner won 464 firm orders worth
17.6 billian dollars i its maiden
vear of service. First production

| airplane with a digital fiy-by-wne
flight-cantml system — designed
mainly by the French—the A320
follows the A300 and A310 in a
series of five petliners planned by
Airbus Industrie, a consartism
of Esoropean mianufactiorers.

Wing box manufactuyre
in Britain

With siv-abreast seating, an A220 can
carry from 135 to 179 passengers
mare than 3,000 miles

L

_.::‘* M fuselage, vertical
o fm, and traifing edge
i af wing constructed

Forward fuselage In West Germany,

and flight deck

T

~ ':"-::'-.-=_:- “ . = e -y
Shev Enpgines ane .I‘i|'|.i|.'|!.r by
e Exropean, American, abd
= lapanese companier

Fiy-bry-wire replaces standard
mechanical links fo control ser-
faces and gives pilots o awdy side
stick instead of o wheel, Control
inprut floces from the stick over
twires to commpaters —refrresented
J5 Squares — and thence to condrol
strfaces o the iwings and tail,
Fly-try-wrire saves weight and
enhances efficiency and safeiy.

The FutureIs Now

By MICHAEL E. LONG  Photographs by CHARLES O'REAR wesr vcut

MATHINMAL GEDGILAFHA SENHIE WRITER

J'H'l[l'lI[l'I.f.‘."i |""_'| 1';‘;”[ !.'l.'lu! H. Hi ]?"'-.:T} SATHONAL GEOCRAEHE ARTTET



The Ariane 4 launches
pavioads from Kourow,
French Gutana, for the 13-
i e eodbsidnd
the formuation of ESA and s
Ariane 5, plunned for the
stineties and shown for size
ﬂsﬂfﬂlﬂhlﬁ.i-ihl:tﬂﬁlﬂﬂl'
launch the planned Hermes
shuttle and other satellite
payloads.

mes will shuttie asfronsuts to & space stadion.

§ I ADVANCE the throttles, 50,000 pounds of thrust accelerates the new Airbus
AJ20 jetliner with inexorable power. The runway becomes a silken blur,
and I rotate the nose 15 degrees. The 150-passenger twinjet, pride of the
French, GGerman, British, and Spanish manufacturers who make up Airbus Indus-
trie, fairly springs into the air from Blagnac Airport at Toulouse,

Dezpite thousands of takeoffs as a U. 5. Marine Corps pilot and flight instructor, 1
experience exhilaration—soon eclipsed by a visceral surge of horror: A stealthy hand
is closing the throttle of my starboard engine. Airbus test pilot Udo Guenzel, who
has invited me to fly the airplane to get a taste of current French technoelogy, now



CONINONLsS Me Wit a2 p Ill| S MiEnLUoare, an
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With the remaining thrust on
the airplane
Lot
many ¢rashes

imbing safs

ne sice of
the imbalance should precipi-
rawing motion, prelude G
The A320, however,
v, on rock-steady wings
A glance at Captain Guenzel's Cheshire
fly-by-wire,

adnl Unnerving

| =
HEoP RS

cat grin confirms MYy SUspciin
320

= remarkable new dintal Hight
v thi

3 i
svstem designed lareels

k F ¥ o | il I|'

| Ia i
T . [ oI R 8

French, has unobtrusively intervened. He
explains that dunng the first milliseconds of
Lthirust imbalance the SYSLeEm = laser H¥TOS 1
ppnosed our engine ERHure and alerted com:
muters, which repositioned control surfaces
on the wings and tail to countermand vaw
The A320 fiv-by-wire also helps prevent
stall and overspeed and will position the
WINE IO @ Maximum periorimance | Tisly

[

the human pilots have the

dluring a wind-shear encounte uerhout,

Lruenzel notes

Nelii
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chance to judge, overses, and manage toese Winedsnirfers, tiee most peofie tin France, seem

i i,
sHations, someliineg a cComputer cannot o wnconcerned abowl nuclear power, symbolized
With 464 firm orders, airlines seem to L

e III.'_I b K I‘_I'l 1t=

bere by a cooling fower of a 900-meganati
reactar at Sart-Lawrent-des-Eaix, Modifyring

- . 3 r i "I_ .'g'g‘r‘llll'_:.l |I||l‘|.' .II .l-_-flla |I' L'.l.l:l.f.l.ll-lul.'-.f.:rl :.l"...'-'l'-:.lln.lfrl].'
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French-speaking, fly-by-wire bram, Bul tzation in bardware and Irasetng programs fo

standine in hine 1o buy &

e REHmED i Lhe street, at II i1 '-'I" B L me achiepe a leveld of ecoRonty, HITET — e ,r-'rl|r|'.'|'ll.'?|'
during weeks of travel, while respectiul are sufrport— thal offler nafrony enfvy,

nol overly impressed. It's what they have

COme 1O eXDPECT Iroim tnerr L chooloEical

establishment since President Charles de

raulle exhorted his countryvimen to ceass
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Equipped wath a microchip,
a telephone compuay “smart
card,™ bratmchild of Partsian
Roaland Morenn, defrts l:b.'ﬂgﬂ
after insertion m pliane,

A neytron strikes and splits
plutomium 229 in the core,
reteasimg three néwtrons

Fimgers walk through electronic
yelloww pages in g Paris post
affice. A woman punches the
keypad of a Matel computer
— whose small screen Hies
belowe a daily TV advisory —
for phone numbers, train and
plane reservalions, or in-
formation on consymer goods
frome artiques fo Qinmias.

e

Cine mewdran shrikes
another slom of piu-

Fustiufm 2329, mamnfainn
the reactron

funded space program
that launches commer
cial pavloads and now
plans its own shuttle.
with her Amrbus Indus

being dependent on the

United States and shape

Lheirown destinies
France nccepted that

challenge and. 25 vears

later, now enioys tric partners, 18 percent
the world's second largest nuclear power of the waorld airliner market and & goal of 30

svatem, with French-modified versions of percent by the vear 2000

American reactors that produce 75 percent of the sPOT imaging satellite that gave the

the nation’s electrical energy. Power 15 also world its first detailed look at the Chernobyl

sold to Britain, [taly, West Germany, nnd nuclear disaster in the Soviet Union. In the

the Netherlands next decade France plans to orbit its own

[ the world s fastest in-service passenger difense mtelligence satellite

trains that clip along at 168 miles an hour France manufactures practically all its

between Pars and Lyon military hardware: frontline fighter and at-

1 with other European states, a privately tack aircraft, a missile menuy that includes an

g Valional Geographc, July 1988



After the ol erisis of 1971
France fnitiated a nuclea
EHErEY Program winse
Proseer ondpul fron 55 riv
tors (left) noww ks second
airdy fo that of the Uintted
States, Fooking ta the fulure,
Framee bas a muajorily inter-
eet, and ltaluan and German
paariners, i tire profofye
Superphénix fast-breeder re-
actor (right) at Creys-Malville.
Fhe prrocess produces wmore
srsecieatr freed fhan £F covsumes.
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' Another nedtron wtrikes uraniem 238

starting reactoons that produce mare plufonium

Fast-treeder reaction beats

care (1) fo TIKNTPE, i fem-
perature maintained by o
pool of Hgwid sodivm coni-
ant (2] that also enabiles new
trons to keep their bigh
speed. A beat exchanger (3]
tramsters et from fivet 50
dfuee frocd to an intermedn-
ate sodivme civewdt (4] and
fence fo a stedm generalor
(7], Hotf sodm furns water
errdn steanr that runs a tir-
treme b0 grenevale elecincily,

iy b U TELOT YVIEFSTOMN i b Clreias (] |.'- EAN 1 PEFCH 11 --r.'!'- first Artane rocket
oL, an iuclea Weapans CApaii fdebver l'oday few Parsians think about the ho

% L1 mder=ed, and 2l thie go-called rars of the French telephone svstem ool 20
dtrateeie triad hitherto possessed only by venrs aro. Back then, alocal comedinn said
I il Saoviet nuclear forces. he had to call & nearby suburb via New York

"France is an ambitious country, ” SAS City. That way, he explained, he coul

Frederie o Adlest, chatrman of AT LITES]MALE avold wrong numbers and outrigeotss ile

i another of the bright yvoung technicil avs His audiences roared with recognition

nanagers who all seem to have graduate Mo more. Mext vear France will becoms

from the PHFESTIE IS Ecole Polvtechnicu thie first country Lo tran form Itz phone sys-
Vo K [ s place in I'||. world, " o 'l..|||--l &1 frodm f I.:|l::, i) J:E_'_I.L| A, "I'i._i' |l|-l-l'

continu de Gaulle felt France should line will simultanenusly transmit voice, [ax
ICOme & NUCEAr POoweEl %.'u! showld have ||;'||.I:|::'_;||E|-_ Iter solrtwiare aricl other

o space.” With men like o' Allest materinl that can be expressed 10 degital
on point, France pushed lor the creation of fashion. Some Pans businessmen are ilrea
the European Space Agency, underwriting using the new system, called Numéris







L plane he designed, and flew. Lo
Blériot crossed the English Channel in 1904,

In these

r
thiat have gRgFendered toe 1 Ill"'Il'Il Lecl

TeEntE
nological vision of today. T would des
that vision #s the genius to see possibiiities,
the flair to dingnose and fix, the discipline

vl technoloel .-_l'.!_|!|- thr I'l I||!|':'-
1 71 ._-.'|||. Lometlmies
Yiam Lo

f the Mimistry of Delense, harked

irape to laugh, Brig. Gen

[ ik |.'|f|.*r'_|',-;,,|.‘ rest. TGV trains in o Pares ward
hecome ribbons of speed on the razl, carrying

i |
passengers at 108 miles an Bowr Deliees g

areed | WORRE QML fiant gocrdenl spnee N PPRA LR

FeEar i 1981, Witlh more poreer [ mrcfors B

werxd peneration Tram d Crrande Vitesse —train
af great speed —will ackieve 186 mitles an hour
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Cross pn:nagrs connect the nﬁ'ﬁmm
the serviee hunngl, allowrdd acdest for marnferince,

#WPW wﬂhﬂlﬁ'ﬂ"ﬁﬂ ir.i

Eﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂmﬂ{:ﬂm the mair
- Mipmpels b load b F-E-E'.!‘.'-‘l]‘."l! mir
ﬁ-nm in Ifmﬁjl.t. he Menin 15 ru;-.‘u.:q'

--—"

BRITAIN

i - : | fﬂhnhc*.pr-arn Chff
i (Folkestore statron

& mules infand)

A service tunnel .Iﬁ-lf;ﬁ
wide connects with madn
Mirirery avery 410 yards

Main timnels, 25 feel
wide, carry rif fraffic only

Britiaim and France share
construction of the 9, 2-
illtom-dollar Exrotuneec!
mnder the Enpiish Channel.
French cretes at Sangatte
(left) bare northeard
tonoctrd theer British coumn
terfiarts, Spectal shuttle
travtees ertll ferry vebicles
and freiglt. Higl-spoed
tratins wnll carry passengers
between London and Paris
drnd meany otiser

destinations.
Gack. to the much criticized Maginot Lane services on Mumtel, thus ;mving nise to the
that invading German forces simply '-Jal"':--'. [amous messageries roses, networks that link
“The Maginot Line worked fine,™ he told lonely hearts who tap out messages by Mini
me It just wasn't long enough.” tel to one another's pseudonyms. Let the tap-
Exercizsing the French passion for organi per beware. Une evening with the help ol
ration. Fronce Telecom — the government Jean-Paul Maury, o Telecom official, I ad-
run phone company — took basic computer (ressed “ Krokodil." ] -|m riedd, “1lamn
technology and created Mimte!, a computer lonely Amencan in Pans, Who are vou?
that it provides free to 4.4 million subscnb The reply; "Un veplile dégueulasse— A dis-
ers, Minitel offers access to what 15 hilled as gusting reptile.”
the world's largest data base: an electronu Invaking the spirt of fibertd, Maury
countrywide phone book; plane, train, and shrugged has shoulders. Moving right alang,
theater reserviations; and every butcher, bak- | noted that most Frenchmen seem pleased
er, vintner, and purvevar of goods and ser- with thesir Mimitels, excepl pe |'|-..1]|= mothers
vices 1n Paris and some other citles ol small children, who view it as a video toy
| elecom InvIiLeEs entreprensurs 1o provide with maman on-line o pay the h:er-_-.

| LA Youtronal Geographec, Tily 1050



FRANCE

Sangatte
(Coquelles station
2 rmifes infand)

EMGLISH CHANNEL

O m——0 it Sealevel

T L et v g om — st _ g -
i) ‘ir-r:'t:'m?#w -ﬂ v a1 - o

e T atd { —.li|1h’r.::-. |.

The 2i~mile-fang tunnel includes & 23-mufe stretch under
the English Chastnel. Most of the tuanel bores through
r60-milfion-year-ald fayer of impermeshle chalk marl

Shuttles will make the
run beteween terminals at
Folkestome and Coy i
abowt 35 minwtes, high-
speed trains from London to
Piaris in abosit three howrs,
tetfremr Ewrottinnel opens in
June 1993, With French
TGVs alveady braseeling out

e Fuurg haghe peed rall
= Line 0 be upgiaded e hegh spesd
e COATHENTIORE i '

EF

- English Chirnme!

Maury  predicts that
voungsters like these who
grow up with the machine will explait its full
possibilities as adultz, perhaps i conjunc-
tion with Numdéris. As a4 seminal event,
Maury claims, " Minitel iz as important 45
the invention of printing.™

When in need of software, call Ada, a
French computer programming language
chosen by the Pentagon as the standard to
replace the babel of 400 different languages
used in American military applications
Want a battlefield telephone system with im-
pressive networking and survival capabili-
ties? Call g17A, bought by the UL 5. Army
in 1985, To help Army assault helicopters

Hiph Tech: The Futwre Is Now

during their night runs, call ROMEO, A radar
system that can see a two-centimeter cable
from a thousand meters.

Or call Dr. Francis Mouven. A Toulouse
oral surgeon, he tired of the development
time for dental X rays and invented a real-
time imager. Composed of a tiny fluoroscope
connected by fiber optics to a charge-coupled
device — all about as big as a fingertip—the
imager fits comfortably in the mouth. It does
its job in unobtrusive fashion, vet another
sign that when it comes to amour, cuisine,
wine—and now technology — 356 million

renchmen could be right. []
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A Castle
Under the Louvre

In the beart of Paris a medieval fortress is unearthed beneath

the renowned musewom and former palace of Bines.
&

By 't TEK MILLER

RARERT AT EIMTTTER

Photographs by JAMES L. STANFIELD

A THINAR Pl s T I A

HEY FOUND IT Jus apart to maxmmize the firepower regrganies the Louvre from top

"-'L wy Uhe surface of of the French crosbow with it Lt bottom. Begun in 1953, the
Lhe Sqquare Court range of some 200 feel Grand Louvre Project envisions
nbove), unmodested by spires added by Charles Voin A museum more than bwice

the centuries. No army had the 14th century lend & foiry-tale as large as before, with a bettes

mssaulted it Mo wrecker had rquality to the castle in a scene nrganized collection and such
pulled it down from Les Tréy Riches Hewres comiort-oriented new facilities
It waas the foundation of the ({acing I'-I..'l'l vt T mated iz a eafeteria ond restaurant. o
original Louvre, erected at thy mAnusCript conmisstones ||.l museun shop and bookstore
Inee of the 12th century by the Charles's brather Jean, Duc de ind & 420-seat auditorium. The
eredal fortifier King Philip Au Berry, In this miniature depict enterplece of the pridect

EURES. STale glly pasitioned g Lhe Inbors of October, the Lthe celebrated glass pyramid

i the westert .u.l.l --.'5"=|'=-. the  Louvre is viewed from the rer the main entrance, opaned
first Louvre was asquare citadel  duke's residence, the FHotel o its doors in late March,

with a great tower at its cenler Meesle, across the Seing fnaugurating a new era for th
il ten soealler ones around its he old fortress wat excaval palace, which has alreads
perimeter. Lhe towers wer el 85 part of o 1 2-veur, billion- witnessad 800 vears of French
paced no more than 230 feef cdollar campalen o restore and histor









safely dated Lo the decades jusl realized it was bronze, not gold
hefore 15328, since the moat was e broke 1t up and dropped th
cleaned out every 40 veur eCs 1Nl T |
Nhiy have also found 1o Lthe twi Fleury recopnized the helmed
moats pieces of windows, tiles fromn ption in a royal in
iothing, baskets, leather, coins ventory prepared in | It was
ngd olher discarded (tem L have o distinctive crest

ily life. including part of o el to b covered not only with
nrid-shaped whistle, 1 : he fleur 15, the traditional

ETI OTE COOKIn ol wilh t iy ot k1 | TOYRILY Ll

| L PAEBD] L1 in ls with the winged sina

IR USSR SCFAPS Ol i |

Fleury, "everybody told us
vorldn't find a thing. We'
atten & won 1l reveng
1 ERILTHE]

1< :._' |"|I| |_|- ..|:

I'IIIII"- '.'_I I':I||'_

Lhe peop)

Hl_ -III-'- IraEments trom Lo

¥ 1
hie old castli

L | III"' ITOI & | :ll i

sword and a plece of n secor
bl

on, the Dauphin Louks
When we started,” say:

mel belonmne Lo Uharkes






HE IEA of redesigning a
rational treasure whe
daunting, " savs Amier-
jcan architect 1. M. Pm
(right). But he accepled the

challenge when it was offered Lo
him by President Francois Mit-
terrand in 1983

Mitterrand had mase a ke
fecision: To move the Minist

inance oul of the Kicheeu

Wing of the palace, where it

Fil!
been located since 1871, thus
pdding 60 percent more exhibi
SRACe DO the Musée du Louvr
inel dramatically changing =
Feoameiry.

"The Louvee’

e e R - | . k.
Eravity wi I W SIMACK 10 Lhe

EW Center ol

mitlille of the Napoleon
Court,™ explains Pei. ¥5o that
was where the new entrance had
v o to distribute people Lo the
I||!'|'f' sMEines 08 LS TRLHESE1TT I
Pet's dezign {or the entrance,

foot-tall glass pyramid,

:. I_.lll: .:Jlll |I.|';'||I|" |I_|I|.l JI_|'|:|'.|. i

Medieval Castle of Charles ¥

[Eirca L0

wild debate ot first
4Tt wae it resl scandal "
historian Bruno Foucart “ But

oV ke

2HYE ||I-

1t doesn Lssem o irnghiening
now. The surrounding buildings
are still quoite strong.” Lesjits
heing underground the new ¢n
trance |'|| Fifk] =5 A0 |:I|:;.:.'.r'.l
open feeling (left). Video moni
tors announce the day's meny o
exhihits Lo visitors, who nre ex-
pected to increase in attendance
from 3.5 million Inst vear to 6
milhon next veas

What would Philip Augustus
think of the art palace that has
evolvid from his castler

*1 believe he would under-
stand, "' says Pierre-Y ves Ligen

LU RSE 1S fortress '-.|-"|"-.-|."-

its o e pech ;|;||] tl':ll |-'.'F.=.I'.|:.l|
ioes the same for aurs. It has
purity of form, clanty of desigr
and expresses a clear flunchon
o welcome peaple 1o the Lou

vre from all over the world.™ [

3.
-il
5

aiain entrance,
Mapubeon Court
spuare Court
Tulleries Gardens
Hichelieu Wing
Auditorium

G Heataurant

B,

o

hbMerzaning (M)
Cafoter|a—

Lower Level (LL)
Miussum shop—iV
Bookstore—LL
_"|||i|":|' .:.- II'I"

Louvre exhibit—h
Temporary axhipita=—LL
Foundiations of Philip

Allqustus foriress
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French builders of the 1100s first dared to
fastnon beaven’s image in soaring cathedrals

of stone. Entrance was by portals wortfry

“." ||’J.i'}1|‘i.'r1'.‘_~"|:"_ .I;'i'g.l'I I_n'l'.'_' SCANCTLLATY LS
-i_lllji.ﬂ'_!._:!"“u!l i '.!'.l'ln'l.' |!I."'_1!||I_:_I' Ji’:';|'| h _|'I I_’,III}‘| |I_rl!'.|:_‘r||r.~ I.-L‘rJ'L 1%

L ?j'?'l."."-'i"."'fl s racdiant [ 1t I-'Il- Fr'u"-'l-'.

Photographs by

IAMES L. STANFIELD and VICTOR R. BOSWELL, R

- II'I."'I"III H I.-\.|||-| ||.|| |_ i I'I"

Ulve Btbrlical marriage at Cana is deeprly caorved on a wooden
choar stall (above) in the Cathedral of Notre Dame in
dosriens, The west facade areil portals embody the French
bigh-Giothic sivie of the early 138 century.
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15 part of its origing
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it stately pround pla
oon altered, Cther res
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A generation of foreign workers and
their children have not been fully assimilated.
Canght betiveen twwo cultures, they are the. . .

Unsettled

By THOMAS ]J. ABERCROMBII

Photographs by STEVE McCURRY  wa

. -mw |
ICE ANY TMIZEN I renchimen ane

me will be a foretgner. Pick ans
y and one will be a Mushim
Go to the great Medi
AT of Maoarsedl

ax . Urme will e Avahs

W
DAL

Those numbers, especially the last, have 1n
tested France s long tradition ol

dating foreigners, vVarseille,
all. was settled by foreigners: Anatolian

recent years
ODTTETT ;||.||'!

- B
LiferrES SO prluries Agd settien tiere

.|l|| called it M

R ile O I|_-I|':| EErlier by ]'|'. ENICTENS

--'.|I.l. |. Ney mas !|._l'. i :'|.|';_ 1

=one ol Franoe s most celebrated Degure!
8 Sprung irom [orelEn
L ardin and actor
¥ ve: Montand hatl from Italv, Picass

past and present, hay

neestry. Desipner Plerm

born in Span. 4

ranch in his family tree. The literan

ITTAT

remius of existentialism gnd Nobel laureate b

1057, Albert Camuis, had a mother
descent, and he was born in Algeria

After the 1782 Hi
French 'l';"=lll|:' e

asyium.” Today

| =1rruls)

volution the young
1 -
lanl
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Immigrants

Fieglig WEITER

refigees: Vietniumese, U htleans, Irianian
II-II o II|:||.-‘i'-|i.I-I 3]

Aiter both World Wars, workers Ll

rom Ltaly and Spain and Portugal to hal

wedl in
rabuild, and share in, France s prosper|
Lhey blended 1n; perhaps 750,000 Portugues:
remaEin

[Mhes n Indochina and
Aperig and the ending of France's empiri
French colonials came home, many of them
hitter. After them came thousands upon thouo
snnds of former colontal subjects i
pf work —perhaps a million and a
Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia alon

Thav

e the revolts

search
"_;I|- FrorTl
since Prance

were welcomed at first

"|_-_-| a 1' aF snortagl I'he labor shortage

1 n
ey Aporated I Mushims i

bt Lhe population
France continued 1o grow

Marseille is

05, LIE U

the clank and drone of cranes

ancl convey | |:-|.::'|I'.Il"'-. anid
Lhe curses of
anguages along 40 miles
and vards that dominate commercial ~i|'._li.' ITIE

in the Mediterranean

VMarseille is

ONEsIOrafmen 1n g ooEen

of modern dock

the Vieux-Fort (Old Port) that

Hr.,.":r.'i_i' _-..l'--..‘_'. hetand a lesson book, @ VOME Vgl in Marsenlie :_."L"r.J" SHITITLED

vacation studying the Koran. Her family, fraom the Comoros in the [ndian Ocean,

f'_l-_:,-,-r,-, CLFPEERPE .’.r'._' d 5 rrr.nrl'."lrF PR IS — FRLO DY .I'"l..'.-.' rerseas French departmests

..'r.‘.;:I AT o nlogtes— wiho are |'."-'.I.'.'_'.,':'|:II_'.,: flap liacs crf Frigrnce
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pixt be cleans the Métra, the citv's saebuiay

Warking both these jobsz allows bim to send money to bis two wives and eight children in

vialtondi Geaprapiic, July







More than the mosgue can bold, Muslims crowed
Rue du Bon-Pastenr in Marseille derisg midday
frrayer (faceng page). In o Rewanit plawd mear
Yaris an assemibiy-line worker prays alowe, With
d Bpas ||'|I.'.I e i'!:”l|ll M |I||I"|I:.|'r T r_';ll.”ll HE .F'I"f: g & I.";

secnind largest religromn,

=i S owm s

i
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¥
i
N
1
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i
e
L

B ALHNEET MLLERE " e

nnce harbored creaking
to Africa and the Orient. At the foot of La
Canebiére, Morseille's main street, fishing
smacks crowd the quav in early moming,
thetr captains hawking mackerel, tuna, and
fresh from the nets to housewives

restaUrants

caravels plying route

CONEET ©C1S
|||' |||| I‘ll'll'-.
bl Marseille is the sateway for the A

[rom waterironi
rih
same of the immugrants enlered

Wany more
Feinanned strangers Lo al
Yet others have becomi
acclimated and find |'Il."I|'=I'|I &5 SIrAnTers
their North African or Islamic heritages
foreigner and who French?

T H TR

ey wiEre beeal byt have
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French soctiety

15 then a

Who

DMIKE
BT Lie
the

uate

with
iced us

HE WAS LOADED DOWN
when friends
Calé | Express, scross from

yiusée des Arts, A
iogy al the umiversity 1n near

-|-|--I

Heaux
|11 50M
v Alx-en-Provence, she wore her hood of
bouncing curls over a chic leather jacket
designer jeans, and red heels. And when
Malika Chafi S, clark Arab EYES
danced to the of her |-fire French
‘M father has lived here Ars,
Malika said. "He fourht in tl ATmy
apainst the Germans, then spent all his work-
ing life
Every August
bost,
back Lo his native

s

AL rapi
Y v

I I"_I'r'IVI

here in the dockvards

he would take us

the Liberig or the Nagoléon,

Cran in Algerin

e

viite I-._-|'r:.
there, the food,
-I-'i|=f: my native

[ WIS “I -.l- I. I-I-:\';-
hands and

H=i1ne henna, a
S8l ]

1 Tell strangely &l
[amily life,
Arabii

‘Myv aunl once decoratledd

Lhe cozy
LOTEr e, winll!
my
feet with traditional tntloos,
VEIT PDOT R
fied by what friends would think when 1 got
nack to Marseille
Malika later took me to
af a friend in Berre-l"Etang, a refinen
northwest of Morseille
ghmpse of the hride in the doorway
in her Western-style, white si
before het :-:'-u'lll fnthe
mant, led me around to the
wits sel for '.!:c.' menfolk
surroinded by
ture, we work all the harder to guard our tra-
it W brought
OVEran timam [rom a4 mosque in Algers for
the bitab.
After r|-
during the dark drive ba
“1 was born here. 1
nitionality. But still 1 keeg
part. aometimes [ fee
spiling the blue
From the vantare point of Marseille
top basilica, 1 had wrse white
cutting wankes mn r!'.-_ tUTQUOISE SEA., S
the golden ¢

flyve,  shie s wins horri-

the Arab wedding
LA T
| caught only &
FREn
itk wedding
Rahih Sh

FArAoe wWnere a

Ty Lry
|-I."I| .'Il

'i'[ill'll"

Laving here, A new cul

= ! a- -
TTNELTEY Sk e

ans. " S

RO
littie

reading the riles from the
cergmony Mahka sp

k10 town
in have Prench

Bty "-.I-

eI Dass-

| lke t
betvant S8 10 I--.-r Vet

‘s hill-
ferrvhoats
||I|'_'.'

ilossirs of

down from behind me,
MNotre-LDhame-de-la-i {Char Guardian
L.ady), Marseille's patron saint bt
vigih where red tile roofs spread across chalks
cling sun and the

sl
keens
promontornes between & daz
|l:‘-'_'_.i!l vlediterranean

I'hat radiance renders all the
sEllle 5

darker Mar
shafdows
.r|.l
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‘Each of those ferrvboats brings another
T compimned
a journalist acquaintance when we talked

& Immigrants

tion wis disgiseting. Jean-Paul was an edu-

300 problems into the country

.l||ll||| | Fandci ] e CONVERsS-
cated]l man, well traveled . articulate in Fr nich
Yet he was convineed the “for-
Went 4 mensce

“Unlike the earlier, Chrstian immigrants.

and English

eIgners

these North Afncans are different —different
race, different languages. different vilues

T
I- ||I|_-

13 twice as high
They'll change our way of life. They'll take
ovier. We should deport a5 many as we can,
he concluded, then urged
me to visit saouth Afrnica to see how effectively

| e iirthirst

_ ; L
= ALE LNe Fesl,

arace problem can be solved

In the 19 traright Mational
Front Parts T
norrow, if vi | Tne=

our house, eating vour supper

(= France's u
AN fAsingE a racist cm

i are oot careful. thes

MOVINE 1N

sleeping with vour wifi preached Jean-

Muane Le Pen, the party's founder and leader

N LAST YEAR S presidentiod elections, Le
Pen and his followers captured 15 per

f the vote countoywide, a surpris

ing performance. Street talk was laced
with racial slurs like melon, frisé, bronzé
‘curly head.”™ “darkie.” A Maz
gille tax drver taught me ane more when he
ursed over his shoulder at a caftaned old

“melon,”

"Fils de chomeau!"”

man he nearly ran down

YD ol a camel

he snarled
\armed. a proup of students formed S0S
It organized protest marches, tele
vision panel shows, and a Paris benefit con-
[rew 400,000 to the Place de Ia
Loncorde. U Racisme sold campaign but-
tons with the motto “Touche das

AT

q mon pofe”

or " Hands off my buddy!” They sprouted on

two million lapels across the country
From his citv-hall office overlooaking the
Old Port, Philippe Sanmarco directs Mar-

setle's city planning. The energetic, Socialist

VICE MAYOr ais0o commutes to Parnsas a Mar-
thie National Assembly
“Integration, not apurtheid, will solve
Muarseille's problems, " Sanmarco insieted
But for work,
ralse the living standard, and wath it the dig-
nity, of our immigrant population
“Above all, integralion takes time. Thi

newest wave always thkes the brunt of

sellle deputy t

nlegration Lo wie have o

it. My grandfather was born in Palermao,

Wiay the sanmarcos are totally French

with a wink.

III.'r [
“Une. "

he ackaed ‘even =ils
n the parliament

He and his American-born wife, Steph-
anie, led me on a brisk walking tour of proj-
ects to revitalize Belsunce, 4 heavily Arab
guarter. A new covered bazaar encouraged
smller vendors off alr L|'-. rowded streets

In Belsunce I was 1o find shish-kebat

riels
and open-air bazaars overfiowineg with shoes,
iresses, spices, lamps, and radios that spilled
into narrow stréeets, Arabic signs advertise

Favptian movies, couscous restaurdants, or

modest inns like the aptly named Fundua

Al-Alamain (Hotel of the Two Worlds

."l.-'u' e bifie b |..J-'I'l i ."'.ll.' i .,.r.'u' .'_'.' NG



N,

Rue du Bon-Pasteur, named for Chrst,
the Good Shepherd. " s the soul of Mushm
Marseille. Near the [slnmic school I browsed
huormn:

.-_Fn'] |,'i||-_-|_-_".,il|r'|_-h ||!' '.| & WLNITIEY OF .'.":- ..'r‘lu'_:'".l.'r i,

i a4 bhookstore that sold finely ound

nraver beads; and compasses that point a be-
hever toward Meccr. LDown the street cages
of chickens and rabbits cluttered a butcher
shop, whose Arabic s1gn aovertsada 1its meats
were sadal. slaughtered according to 1slami
rites, At number MOsLUe

"_':I §-SGeGarm 3y Rt

22 I entered the

Wea alagvkm ag-1gigam
| exchaneed ereetings with the aged muez-
Zin who showed me throegh the two-stor

Finsetiled Tromdgrants

Televtston tntrudes on the Id al-Adba, o

Viwslim feast of sacrifice, in the apartment of i
Vatretstam family i Marseille. As the electroni
tmages bald the attention of Farnd Gangonar and
bis sister Anissa, o sheep—Eilled in the kitclen
thet morning e customary fashion — waits to
bre cocked and eaten, This smajor festreal marks
the end of the annual pilgrimage o Mecca.

sapnctuary, newlv painted in shides of green
'Our first mosgue was 1n & rented garage

In 1977 we dedicated this larger ane, a8 lormer

perfume factory,” the old man said

“Tt 12 still too small for our growing Com

he said, t

the Friday praver

munity,” veEn excuseo] himrselt o cali



-
oy
« R ] F I
"ﬁ!h ] 2 - 5
L]

N
3
i "'-.

Foasting thetr future frafrireness; Milowd Towula and s bride, Kbetrg Gueten, celebrate the first stage
of a traditionael weddme. Both from ]l'f!:".l'f..‘h' tamilies i Marseille, the comfie 15 i tirve menort
about 80 percent of North Africans in France who marry choose @ mon-Arab mate

Cutsicle, the street was already closed off dark ., deserted stairwells that onen on trash-

and merchants were paving it with bright res nttered parking lots. People pass without a
carpets from their shops, fitting them around  greeting; half are unemploved. During sunn

parsed Citrodns and Rengults, The street midday Bellevue s mood 15 somber; at night it

=
]
-
—"
-

son Tiledd with rows ol men bowine toward

i FIANINE No-man s-1iar

?I"I“-'--I- O PEGLEST o when PG Wl I 1% often a rendezsvous for '|.||_!'|:'-..'- 10l

steve McoCurry turned his cameras on the drug dealers, Even police are afraid to come

[TH]
]

woend. | tred to calm them, pointing out that here after sundown.” one resitent saied

the photographs would show the need of Less extreme 15 La Savine, another nearby

more tacuities tor the city’ s Mushims. complex; which reserves & fourth of its 1,371
“True, pictures of praying in the street UNILS [OF ImMmMIgrants, As oider, more Success

siEnily not enough mosgues. But we havi il Tmmiigrants move on, flnts are snapped ap

seen many caphibned "too many Muslims,” " by newcomers. Mailboxes in the hall of hlock
explaingd Abd-el-Maguid Sultani, a trustes L rend like a UN roll call: Ait Ammar, de
of the mosque. Plangue, M'Bag, Bonifacio, Jimenez

“For VEArE NOW wWe ave been trving to [ struck Up with a group of teenagers1n

butld a permanent mosgue in Marsoille,™ he jeans and jogging suits loiering in the park
explained. " Pans has had its [slamic Center ing lot. Ahmad, & tall, clean—cul lad, did most
since 1926, We have come up with severa of the talking
ideal locations; the bishop even offered us a ‘A VOU can see, there 15 nol much for
mused church on Place Marceau, but the voung people to do around here,” Alhmad
mumcipality has yet to grant us a parmit.’ sad, his hand sweeping the barren panora-
min. * Downtown is for away and expénsivi
VEN strong Arab roots can wither in ‘1 did well a2 an auto mechanice,” Ahmad
Lne vasl ories, or but I was laad off three months

blocks, of Marsellle's Quartier MNord o, Most of us here nre out of work

public-pousing conbtinued. *1

Many have detenorated into ghetto: France s unemployvment rate 1= 10 percent;

iestening wikth resentment and vialence viarseille s 15 12 percent. Forelgners are th
Bellevue, lor instance. Jutting out of the first to be laid off

bare hillside, like tombstones in some gian | st "2 whvy a 1ot of voung people here o

notter s hield, the housing project’s 12-stop ondraes. " he said. 2 It s one es G TH feciim Lhie

griay siahs hold 840 families. Here elevators rorédom —and a way to turn o quick frang

rarely function, and water trickles down “You wanl cocainer Just talk to that gy

.-— - lll I'I .Ii..ll. I."" £k 'I.ll.lll'.'llII ' .'rlll |- L |. i



over there on the red Honda bike, ™ joked
another bov, Hicham

Ahmad cut in: “ Knock 1t off!”

“Look. we don't go to the mosque or pray
five times a day. That's for the ald folks, bul
we stll believe in [slam, " Ahmad said as we
rode the shuttle bus together down to Bou-
gainville Métro station. “And we were taught
Lo oy the law "

‘We do, but what does it get us?” Hicham
comalned

*MNever mind, Right now what we neea
maost are jobs, some money, \hmad cut in
“When vou have money in vour pocket,
| gt the respect.”

Proof of that 15 A
at 33 afreadv a merchant legend in this
city of merchants. I met him at s warehouse
heardquarters near the port. Stacks of letters,
ratalogs, fabric samples, and contracts had
E'||r'|| LU On NS cdesk., |.|||‘_-. ing the telex. the

: SOITEW
under the drift & phone was ringing.

“T came to Marseille from Algeria’s kaby-
lie mountains when | was 17,7 Sabeur said
‘Notre- Dame-de-la-Garde has entranced mie
since I was a kid, drew me like vour Statue of
Liberty draws immigrants to America

41 started by selling jean=s and T-shirts
over my arm along the street and in hotel lob-

gierian-born Nasser 54a-

her,

HETT

fax machine, and his computer

hies," he continued, “Two yvears later |

openetd my shop in Belsunce. I cal
grandpa’ in the local Provencal dialect
“Today there are 17 Papis in Marseille, a
new one in Paris. We are planning others
The phone again. A real estate deal, The
conversation was mostly in francs, lots ok

|_'|| 11 E".:_.',r-.

rancs, about four million dollars” worth
While Sabeur negotiated, [ studied his wall
inmbier

of commerce was dwarfed by a six-loot-long

A {ramed gold medal from the city s ¢

photograph of o blue tennis shoe

Later T traded 539 francs for my own pair of
those blue Super Saber shoes at a Papi store,
and the salesman plopped them into a plasti
hae, No advertising marred the outside, just

a picture of Notre-Dame-de-la-Garde, look-
inedown on her eityv, and the motto Jarme

Muarseriie

RANCE'S RINGING national anthem,
‘La Murseillaize, " immortalizes the

PEOHE of thi= cit V', A it 15 50 named

e ALl s :llrl..'.!-':l.'i.“".'." TeFIMents sang |
20 enthusiastically during the Revolution.

Unzettied fmmegrants

Winmer of Framce's top literary prize, the

Prix Goncowrt, tn 1987, Moroccan Tabar ben
lellowun is a hero fo fellow North Africans slowly
...rr.l'n{-u'r':l.:.lr to tins foreign landd.

And on Bastille Day its people still do,

Close by the reviewing stand | squeezed in
among some of the darker taces that pep
pered the crowd. From where we stood, the
famous anthem was nearly drowned out by
a group of striking coal workers, Denied a
place in the parade, they gathered on the
quay in their covernlis and hard hats, bran
ishing miners' lamps and red flags of their
Commumist union, and chanting ifs anthem

Souads of voung soldiers and satlors passed
in smart revue Tollowerd by blue helmeted
renclarmes on motorbikes, lumbenng tanks,
and a convoy of polished red fire truck:

A stern regiment in spotless white kepis
the famed For-
eign Legton (a force made up of )
ities) come from headquarters in nearby

Aubagne, They slid by in precision slow

drew the loudest appiause
i) natiomnil-

march, singing dirge-like thetr anthem that
seemed to mourn past glories in empires lost

[hrough it all a voung Algerian father nexi
to me watched passively. His thoughts were
gasy enough to divine. These proud regiments
once occupied his country; one man's patrio
figm 15 often another man’ s Lyranns Hrl:::.il
tality here has done httle to thaw his sowl

But the toddler aloft on s shoulder en
joved a different perspective. He wiggled his
toes. chewed a crojssant. and In hizs brown
fist fluttered a tinv French flag []




The Fine Feathered Nest-

‘La Protection Sociale’

By CATHY NEWMAN scnosa ceooxamac sexion sTan

CARCELY three davs old
Thomas Meilleroux slept
spftly in Parle"s Hopital
saint-\incent-de-Paul, a
pink shell of tinv fist tucked under
nis head, He had every right to
wear an alr of blissful unconcern

The moment Christine, hiz
mother, announced her pregnan-
Cv,-s0c1al security madled a thick
talder, the cormel de maternits

It bought medications, exams,
childbirth claszes, and —from
the sixth month—a monthh

pregoancy allowance of 812
francs (about £135 U, 5.0, After-
ward: 1en visits o a phvsical ther
st o tone the stretch-marked
tummy. " They make it so easy,
vou don teven have to think, ™
agys Christine. “T never pad
acent,”
Mother
others have the ultimate security
lanket—a French socinl welfare
system that provides medical care
for 98 percent of the population,

erny, Andgd 54 millon

underwrites family and child
care henefits that Americans only
dream about, and Fuarantees
those over 6% a monthlv income.
evien if they've never worked

The net held out by this social
weliare Manmy has holes. Nanny
= not perfect, and she's grown o
little shaky latelv. But she s
loved, passionately. A poll claims
the French would rolinguish their
right to vole before they 'd change
one hair on her head

Nanny costs dearly. Her yvearly
taly, Z50 billion dollars, is thres
tmes the defense budget. Wha
paysr Employvees and emplovers,
securty deducts an
dverage 20 percent [rom a wage
carner's payvcheck. The emplover
pavs as much as 50 percent of the

mostly. Socia

5l

emploves’s wage on top of thal
Cther governmenl revenues
make up any deficit

Though it mav seem like -
mantic sleight of tongue, these
are conlributicns, not taxes
Even more than most, the French
loathe taxes, evasion is practical-
v a patnotic duty, Social secunty
povments differ. They're the
price of admission toa [hirgrownd
of womirin-tomb benefits

Now our Hitle bundle of foie is
three months ald, Young Thaomas
Ilappens o be a firsthorn. If he
wiere a second child, Christine
would collect a hundred-dollar-a-
maonth family allowance unti] his
18th vear. Were he the third,
she d pocket 8200, For a fourth,
2330, Single parents, low-mcome
[amilies, and handicapped chil-

dron el maore

The largesse tempts. A while
back a Leypsy [orged birth certifi-
cates, chumed 3,056 chaldren,
and pocketed millions before hot-
footing it out of France. 1L won't
happeen egain, officiads say stiffly

The goal 15 to raise the birth
rate and ensure @
standard. But the biggest benefit
of the free care lavished aon EX
tant mothers (and a legally én-
forced maternity leave of at least
16 weeks at 30 percent pay) 15 an
infant-mortality rate of 7.6 per
thousand, amonge the world's
lpvwiest —waoll below the Umited
States" 10,4

lecent hving

The hasic family allowance is
not tied (o inecome. Even the ma-
trom who shops for her precious
heirs in Chrstian Dior Béhé col-

Aldter all, o'est som drmi—

FECTS
it's her righil

In France socinl welfare i€ not
i charity but a right of citizenship

inviolahle as the August vaca-
ton. Though rooted in the social
reforms of the 19th century, its
soul reaches back 1o Rouszeau
anl idieils of the French Revolu-
tlon: 1berté, fpaliléd, fralevmild

“aecurity 15 liberty, " snvs
the modern system’s architect,
B1-yvear-old Prerre Larogue
*Equahty! Fvervone benefits
Lack of money 15 not a barrier 1o
health care.”

Then there s fraternity, the
Leallic sense of community that
savs we re all in this together,
mes amies, 20 we'd better take
care of one another. In France
thiat sentiment burns so bright
vl can go o jail for fatling to asd
a drivwning man. " Natorally,
that doesn’'t obligate us o simpler
civuities, ke giving you the time
af day,” savs a Paris lawwver

Because the svstem depencds
on workers' contributions, non-
Workers can sip through the
cracks. A recent minmmum
resource bill may patch things,
buet, 5o far at least, those unem-
ploved for several vears, the
vaung-who never found a _Illl'lI
and widows have fallen out of the
svifem. Hlegal immigrants never

Rl i

IME {or maman to return to

work. /A mother in the

blue-collar town of
Villefranche-sur-Salne, near
Lyan, enrolls her baby at the
Criche Collective L'lle aux En-
fants, a nursery of 60 children
I'ime for lunch. Menu: Home
cooked porreaus gratinds, cr
dités avec vaourt oy persil, crdme
caramel, W here' s the babv food
et jars? The two cooks widen
thisir £ves in horror at the

NMational Geographie, July 1989



thought. The créche's solicitude
ericompasses more than the
voung belly, A pediatrician visits
once & week; care givers are
trained in child psychology. The
maodel créche 1s funded mainly by
tocial security and the communi-
tv. Parents pay S14-a day or less.

Bad news: This créche lists 25
applicants for six slots, The
squeeze is nationwide. Though
France last vear counted 150,000
in créches, the head of children's
services in Lvon estimates that
the day-care demand is double
the supply. Confesses a govern-
ment official’s wife: *'When I re-
turned to work, it was imposzible
to get my son into the excellent
créche nearby. 1 hate myself, but
I made a few phone calls. .. "

Once little Thomas Melleroux
turns three, his mother gets a free
ride. Preschoal, the deole mater-
nelle, marks & toddler’s Grst step
into & free education system that
runs through graduate study,
assuming he can make the grade.

At the Hopital Necker in Paris,
& receptionist in the endocrinol-
oy department discourses on
forms. “One for archives, one for
the patient, ane for records, one
for the cashier, the doctor fills out
these,” she chirps, spreading
them out like a bridge hand
“And this one. . . ."

“The price one pays for liber-
ty,." sighs Laroque. He refers to a
bureaucracy as layvered as meile-
feuiile pastry. To help citizens
wrestle claims, the regional office
in Nanterre, a Paris suburb, dis-
patches two vans carrving social
wiorkers to shopping centers
twice o week.

Despite such frustrations, the
system works, The atling French-
man can pick a phvsician from ei-
ther the public or private sector.
He pays the doctor and files for
reimbursement from social secu-
rity. Public doctors’ fees are sub-
ject to government control; social
security reimburses some 70 per-
cent, Private doctors can charge
more; reimbursement will be less

La Protection Sociagle

Patients choose, and pay accord-
ingly. Many workers belong to
muttuelles, insurance funds, that
cover the balance unpaid by so-
cigl security. Hospitalization is
usually 100 percent covered.
Public or private patient alike.
victims of specific digestive or
rheumatic diseases may merit
treatment at ong of France's wa-
tering holes like Vichy or Evian-
les-Bains. For those who gualify,

retirees to a life of poverty, Now
the pension nearly equals the av-
erage wage, Workers may retire
at 60 on & pension of 70 percent of
the highest wage carned.

It"s all merci beauconfs to Nan-
ny. But her deficit last year
topped 1.3 billion dollars. This
vear's may be 3.3 billion. The
pension branch digs the deep
hole; with high unemployment,
not enough people pay in to

a 21-dav cure iz on the house

A soft gauze of autumnal light
filtered into the marble-floored
solarium of the spa at Evian-les-
Bains in the French Alps. Several
patients in wicker chairs gazed
at Lac Léman, sipping water
from cups marked in milliliters.

“Well, by the third week it can
be boring.” complained a man in
& fogging suit, knocking back his
tenth glass of the day. “And not
even a drop of wine,” mourned a
woman from Alsace. “That's for
after the cure. But some of us
keep & bottle of something alhey
than water under the bed.”

Cest dvie, but ponder a statis-
tic. Those lacking medical insur-
ance in the U, 5.: 18 percent. In
France: 1 parcent.

Years from now, when voung
Thomas Meilleroux becomes old,
spcial security will be there again
Minimal pensions once consigned

iTiks-F ERERE _'I'I" I:.I:I'.I.I.II

balance what retirees take out,

Rising health costs also hurt.
S0, bit by bit, benefits are pared.
Arthritis, once covered 100 per-
cent, no longer is. Even the nght
to send mail free to social security
offices has been revoked. The
French, who sometimes hold
small perks desrer than [arpe
ones, huffed predictably. Some
still sent letters without stamps.

The feast seems to have |asted
too long. But while politicians
right and left debate the mechan-
ice of belt-tightening, the check
arrives, Someone has to pay, but
the political risk of tampering
with social security might daunt
even a de Gaulle,

Mess with Nannv? “Mais,
non!" savs Yvon Chotard, presi-
dent of a group of corporate exec-
utives who fret about their huge
payments, “We don't want a sec-
ond French Bevolution!™ 0
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Tour de France

By GILBERT DUCLOS-LASSALLI




An Annual Madness

Photographs by YANN ARTHUS-BERTRAND

HE HEAD does nof turm
to-=ee the couple with

roacsade seats, but only

to monitor & rival's pur

«uft, to nole ancther’'s crash, ah,
an opening —can [ slip throughy

Thizis no pionic, not for this
of us in the Tour de France, a
2, 000-mile whirlwind race that
siitns around France in three
hreath-squeezing weeks in July

L.ast vear, of 198 riders who
started, 151 fimshed, The route,
led

staes, climbed over France's

raced in daly doses ca

tonghest mountains. Some
stapes are 140 miles long

At the end of each stage the
leader carries off & vellow jer-
ey, ‘The Tour winner, the rider
with the best time over the en-
tire course, gels e jersey. But
he pays, day by pumshing day

Fatizue abrades mind and
body When the legs and spirt
start to-wobble, the thought
seeps through, Quit Go home
But vou don't. 11's the Tour de
France. So vou learn to cuffer,
After all this ian't soccer. You
can't pass the bike off.

1989 Route
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EDGED shoulder to
shonider (below)
michway through
the stage from Li-
moges to Puv de Déme, we're
pals, gossiping about the race.

women, politics. Out of town
we foous on racing

Riders don't sabotage rivals,
bt good manners never won
the vellow jersey. To be a bit
méchant —mean
no disadvantage. But off the
hike is another thing

Hecause we must finish in
Lhree weeks, we bridee several

on the ke s

stretches by rail, plane, or car
Last vear we put our feet up on
a train (right) from Strasbourg
to Belfort. After the Alps stage
we flew across the Midi to pick
up the tradl near the Pyrenees
Bedatse it costs milhons to
maintain a team, the sport is-un
abashedly commercial, Cur jer-
seys frumpet car companies,
Professional cvclist GILBERT

AMICLOS-LASSALLE of France
Grished 36th in last vepr's racy

| 34

supermarkets, clothing manu
facturers, and everything eise
It's up to the team —mine hias
PO maneuver the
leader to first place. So, in the
Alps, @ teammueite who excels in

mine riders

mountain chmbmeg w1l nde
front of our leader to pace hiim
Un fial stretches others sl

lead, taking the wind. The win-
ner owes the team; prize mane,
15 divided. He'll earn big money
later in endorsements

sometimes it zeems the only
thing that keeps a rider polng is
the support of (ans. Sometimes
it 15, Fans will push a struggling
hiker along, but too much help
could penalize him. They alzo
throw water on passing riders to
cool them off

Clccasiomally nationnl pride
shoves good judgment aside
Cnice an onlooker lobbed pepper
in the faces of Belpinn riders

From the aar the climb to
Alpe d'Huez, nine miles and

1alrpin turns (nghl), wraps
around mountam slopes like a
chist-crushing python. Nearly
200, 000 Tans [ine this Alpine
routi. Many camp here the night
belore to claim a spot. Then
stand inches from us as we

swirl by

20 briel a moment: a blur of

=uch g long walt for

spokes, a flash of jersey Sy
empty rodd

Vational Gy OETPNLE, Fudy 108§






HE TOUR wheets by,
reientiess as o teking
stoprwatch. In this por
table sovereignty with
ils own police, doctors, and
pank, virtually everything hap-
pens on the run, You re handed
nsandwich or frt to eat on the
run, You drink on the run and
urinate on the ran (not in town
lmits, rutes savi, Gears need
adjustingr A mechanic does the
FERRIET, hanging out of a car thisd

pulls up alongside. Our mechan

ic, an acrobat with a wrench,
in change a front wheel in
ten seconas, the back 10 15
I"he race waits for no ong




Fall, and vou get back on, q ;-'_|-_.'-_|J_ | insl *"'||' |'ii'i fedt ) Let him think you're invincible,
hloody knees and all (lower left CALEE O | I' rp speeid :I:-' even if it takes your last breath
CUie of many occupational hin- .=-.L of 8 :.|.-L- inereases during Some people put on A e and
arcls, a saddle sore, is treated descent, Topple, and seven o go to an office. T get on my bike
en route v g doctor (below -1 l.':;‘l:*. it |'=r_ s B0 |||_'-".".'r' With and ricde 22,000 males & vear, :'
MINnor inct |r'l'|'!|i|'|'-i'|' i ||_'||'_rr-|| ||J| L-_ i [|-|I I T jl CEXIETIOS A 5 | .=.'||'| ] ST FRILENE li:'llr.' Wil
with the bhroken collarbone suf- eacvin | and 1o Ilrr t & fall my hike than with my family
fered by a rider 31X years ago more ot of self-preservation The bicyele = my first wife, Cns
He raced for three davs before thian magnanomty sepenn I left when my daughter
pain overwhelmed him Better not to dwell on fears of  wastwo months old, Un my
diiez, alies, shout the (Ans. S0 fractured bones and orn-up return she was crawling
you do, Lose oo much time and knees. The minute vou lase your Why bear the unbearnble?
ou e out of the Tour, swepl ug nerve aneg hesitates to gttack ms Why stay indentured Lo 4 feath
like strav dust by & small Blue vl rush down a mountain, ¥ou ervweizht frame with cobwebh
un called the Hroom wagon, might a5 well quit and apen & wheels? Why, to sweep through
Comimg off a mountain, Noj bike shop Lthe Arc de 1Triomphe on the Inst
weman Dae-Ditto Launtzen The secret 1o winning: | M |'|-'-|_‘.'. To be able Lo SAY YU Lin
stufi= papers under his =hirt 1o snd smile as you pass vour rival ished the Tour de Franc [l
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Darcey: A Village
Tt Refuses to Die
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T 18 GOING 0N six o'clock in the morn-
ing. and from the small room where
Mon=ieur Mouchot bakes his bread (as
good as any to be lound on the Chte
d"Or, it's been said), the light reaches
through a window to take a bite from

the chilled darkness of the village square.

At dawn, which will not be long in coming,
muny of the people of this place in a valley will
come for their loaves, down to the shop where
a full night with the sweet yveastings of dough,
and the browning and crisping of crusts, has
left the air heavy with pleasing smells. Only
then will Bernard Mou-
chot, village baker for 43
veiars, wash the lnst traces
af flour from his hands
and go to bhed

The name of the village
15 Darcey, and by its hills
and felds of preen yvou
will know it to be in Bur-
pundy. In the plow-worn
ground there lies the soul
of & France that was
aul, a France also of
today, two centuries after
the Revolution —a Friunce
forall its richness of being
still inextricably bound to
tradition

The land has alwaysex-
ercised a mystical pull on
the French, and the wvil-
lage s their “roots.” But
stnce the: 1950s the mecha-
niration of fArming, the
reparceling of land into
larger and more efhicient
units, and the growing
lure of the cities have sucked population from
the villages, The number of people working on
the land has fallen from 25 1o 7 percent,

!'-'L&II:II' t‘i]lﬂ:_.:l_--'. now stand deserted: the
houses in otheérs have been bought by city
dwellers for weekend retreats. But Darcevisa
village determined to survive <-and in the tra-
ditional way.

One way to get to Darcey from Paris 15 Iy
dnvingzoutheast with a bearing for Dijon, buat
stopping 50 miles cshort of that to be drnwn
ontoanother, narrow road. And then the rout
ing 15 through the lacy shade of beech and pop-
lars and across checkerboards of pasture
where Charolnis cattle of excellent marke

144

Village patriarch Georges Mazué,
pansing before an old chiteau, iz kin
ro 40 of Darcey's 365 residents.

weight graze. Ivis hereabouts that the source
af the Kiver Seine 5 found and that Caesar
crushed Gaul on the battlefield at Alesia

There are seminarians walking along the
road here, somber young men shrouded in
rough wool. The black shoes thev wear are so
thick and heavy as to sugpest a stnte of ortho-
pecdic penitence. But they are members of o
dissident branch of the Roman Catholic
Church and so are looked upon by villagers in
the region with more curiosity than reverence

such abnormalities are to be expected, say
many ol the 365 people who hive in Darcey
Times are not good now
There is too much {or not
enough) government in-
terference in the peoples’
lives, the leftists (or the
rightizis) are swine with
no regard for human wel-
fare, the curia has siraved
too far from (or is too slav-
izh to) papal dogma.

Whatever the pro-
nouncement, 1t 15 made
with & shrug, always a
shirug, and a small explo-
sion of breath through
pursed lips. For example!
“It isa scandal [shrug] to
cook an avster [phoosh].”

The baker’sshop ironts
on the village square, as
do the school, café, gro-
cerystore, and the shopof
Odette Matruchot, the
hairdresser. The grocery
and the caté are closed
now, and that s working
it hardship on the people,
especiilly the elderly who must depend on oth-
ers for transportation to Venarey-les-Laumes,
sin miles away, the nearest town with a gro-
CETY ELOE,

Pierre Arbev mourns not =0 much for the
emipty shelves of the store as he does for the loss
of companionship that hinds best in a café
where the tim ordinaire 1= tolerable and the
talk is a blend of gossip, wit, and cynicism. "It
is not civilized, a village without a café,” Ar-
bev snid, moving the short, brown stub of a
cigarette from one side of bis mouth to the oth
er without touching it by hand. Hewas afarm-
er and & postman, and after he retired he spent
his time tending his grapevines, Now 82, he

Natienal Geographic, July 1980



longs for someone to come and reopen the café
‘Tsuppose it's better for my health, having no
place to gel a drink. So what 15 there to do?
Vote, that's all. Vote, vote, vote. We French
do nol |I'i:l'__' ut vote. It's so boring.”

There has been considerable speculation as

tor whiv the last owner of to make

e CRTE fadled
wome sav that he
didn't understand the nature of Darcey and its
Being Burgundians, they like & rich
sauce with their food, not sparse fare set adrift
it a sea of spriggy garnishes, It was rumored
ton that he sometimes used a microwave, A

rpfeverEiaye !

i success of the business

penple

The end came gquickly
O day there was o menu
with snails
chicken, and
poached eggs, and on the

next davtheovens at Le Re-

offerings ol

SR

I:'l'l- lIt'“— :I:lll_"l ES TUETs -.'.|_.]

IME IS COMING
when the
shop left in the
villnge will be
that of the bhak-
er,” said Jean Louis Ma-
rué, A cabinelmapker

di

nr*l'.'

arcl
Darcey
"Traditional village life n
France is undergoing many
If we could look
ahead 200 years, I'm sure
we would find that village
life as we know it will no
Yes, the only
shop certain 0 remnin 53
that of the baker.”

But the name Mouchol
will come off t
same door that has been opening to the same
tinkle of bells for aslong as most people m Lhar-
Before he began to attend
the business nearly half a century ago, Ber-
nard Mouchot was an apprentice to s father,
bt the line of succession 1= soon to ¢nd

“Traditional breadmaking is disappear-
w said, “Some bakers
cough. still make mune by hand. | have a son
who 15 in the armv and isn't interested in com-
ingin here. My son-in-law is a baker, but pre
fers to work in o big shop in Dijon. 50 next
vear, when [ retire

[he house where he and his wife, Paulette,

the mavor ol

changes

longer £xisl

e sien over the front door, the

CEY Lall FEITIEIT] D s

bitiy  Irozen

1 E11R 5

I will s2l] the business.™

A Villgee Thol Refuses Lo [

will live in retirement is now under Constrc-
tion. It will be on a hill, back a short distance
from the road that carmes to the top, up to
where the

where the village cemelery siis,

wind ruffles the little flags and flowers, and
where many of the markers are engraved with
the phrase that is parsed of pride an
“Mort Four la France. ™

The terrain rises steenly to the rear of the vil-
lage before it flattens out into a broad, high
shelf of rolling land., Once there were grape-

vines on much of the sheld, but most of them

SOTTOW.

were destroved by phyvlloxern in the late 19th

i
.-
i 5

[}

47
el
.
| |

|

ﬂ
e N
|

Rabbit bunters enjoy a midmorning casse-crotte of cheese, palé,
bread, and wine. In the 1 8th centory prain and cattie began to
supplant grapes in village fields.

century. The ground there looks good but is

substandard for farming. The topsoil 5 no
more than eight inches deep, and waler reten-
tion is so poor that it would have to rain hard
al least once a week Lo ensire crop survival
[t is iromic, then, that the major business ge-
tvity in Darcey 1s a farmers cooperative, the
sociétéd Nouwvelle des Griuns ¢t Approvision
nements de Darcey {New Group of Lrrains and
Provisions). It is headqguartered i an old cha-
teau. There are 450 members of the co-op, rep
reseniting farming operations in a wide ares
arviind Darcey
an agent for the sale of grains and other agn

culturnl products

'he business serves mamly as



In Darcey itself there are tewer than 'a dozen
Among them 15 Madeleine
A women superly suited to stand

full-time farmers
INOCQuUArd
1S & COmMMmMemoraiiv
ear ol the Kes

French villager durning

U LIar. Shie s

this bicentennial 1

L peErson ol wisdon TR

Madame Nocguard also has an aurm of the

barricades about her: it is as if therfe are fainl

strains of “ La Marseillzise” escaping from he

l1ps at all imes
The Nocguard:

ind thei

som, Llaude —are aqilry 1armers with

WVilk productian

Biring your own contamer to Darcev's wanesbop, wherve Valérie Bons i
= Fd g = ari 3 i i
frids an arder, Some restdents still make wine, but merchants rely

IJ i ™ - N » I ! "] ] o mpe
or skipments from Begune and olber wine cenlers,

200 guarts a aay, and 1t 15 easy to believe that

the cows would eive more if they could inorder
please Madeleine, "1 have a name for each

of them. ™ she =nid as we stood at dusk on the

odd outside her house, waiting for her hus
rand and son to bring the animals in from pas
“After I am gone, there will
in this barn.”

ture for mulking
b no more milk cow:

Madeleine Nocquiard decided once
b time to

[Arms were do

A RS CIEVOLINE (O ML Lhne COWS;

cyspected thatl wormen on othi

Ing the same. "1 thouerht it would be a good
iciea to get the wivies infterested in something

W started a

-
-

mviting tourtsis into thelr

. bt

people on the farm

homes. We don't want o be like hotel
Father just hostesses, Wi
PO e e whio trasel ™

L ELS
can learn a lol
Hernarid

:'.I||'.I CAME M0 sl |I'|r']|I

i might-breeding shadows of late

adriving the cows

through t

ERLET R Arigpmgt

=X TUEE.

afternoon. (I would walk along thesame street
the next morning with Mavor Mazué, and,
walching '

WO Sy,

carefully where he stepped. he

*1 wish the cows wouldn't use this
harn for the antmals
pritll lug

andd he

rl ..r_.. |I|_ I___r-.--r i |.I._
and somethineg 1o biode Claude ovel

work was hinished
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leme s best dishes, a pot
P lone m Lhe Burgundy

HLAVINE pOwWer, [IEe an om-
[ ]
broce | obeseE aunt
i; . |
Llaude 15 24, an ape ol
SOMIE rarnty among '|||- i

Asthey
and small
world over, the

living in the village
vill gpes
lowns L
roung leave Darceyv in large
numbers. France's high
[V
Vitesse),

iR 1L 1S
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from any of those in Darcey who liveid through
the occupation. For most, time has served to
temper the emotions thai stirred the souls of
the people here in the 12405, But while the ha-
tred and resentment may be gone, the memo-
res remain

=2, now retired after o working life-
time of carpentry, Georges Mazud
tends to his vegetable garden and
fruit trees, Une wimdow in a front
room of his house feames a view of
a pear tree, and in the spring, when the hlos
sOIME are out, 1t 15 grand
But the French, ascap-
suled m the people of Lar-
cey, are good ot that—at
seping to it that life is
made sweet with blos-
sams and fowers, No
family hiere 15 50 poor as bo
not have o box full of gera
nitims in hloom on the
front porch or a bed of
ahlias in the side vard.
And has a Saturday in
spmmer ever passed n
this village without some-
oné heading up the steep
hill in late afternoon with
arms full of [reshly cul
peonies to be put &l the al-
tar for tomorrow s Mass?
The flowers help, ce
tainly, for the church |
bathed in
shafts of golden sunlight
Original parts of the
structure go back, proba-
blv, to the 13ith century,
about 500 vears after the vague beginnings of
Darcev, The church tower rises above all else
inn the village. It is only by chance, however,
that bells still ring and that a priest =tifl cele
hrates Miss
“or n time the village wns without o priest
There was no inclination on the part of the
archdiocese to appoint one (hishops, ke gov-
ernment officials, count heads in apportioning
resources), In Paris, meanwhile, a priest and
professor  named
Rochet was giving thouzht to getting out of the
city on weekends and perhaps being of assis-
tance in o village parish. A tull, slim man who
smokes a pipe and wears o suit and necktie

(Y

rarely

ald am

university Jean-Claude

A Village That Refuves to Die

Retived farmer and postman Pierre
Artiey, 82, leawes the bakery, one of
Darcey's fewr remaining shaps.

rather than the turmed collar of the priest,
Rachetl came to serve not only the church in
Drarcey but also the ones mn five surrounding
villages. And during the week he teaches the-
alogy at the Catholic University of Paris.

“1 asked the people of Darcey and the other
villages to help mé becaise 1 would not be in
restdenice.”™ he said., “And they dil. There
may be a shortage of vocations to be priests,
hut there is no shortage of vocabions to be
lay workers. It is coming more and more to
that. The day of the resident village pries
in 4 black caszock s over.”

Father Rochet takes
the train down on Fri-
days. “When | get there, |
epat with a tamily,™
satedd, “There is alwavs al

e

|_','-|:-|'|I'I-III‘.'I.;!r1ii|:1 | can have
a meal with without noti-
fving them beforehand —
mo, not one, at least five.”
=till, church atten
dance in Darcey has de
clined sharply m recent
viears, thourh not =0 much
among the elderly. They
need the church in their
lives. When all else fails—
the caté, the butcher
shop, mavbe even Lhe
bakery—it will be there,
hut not necessirily with a
pricst in Atlendance

“Tt has been decided
Lhat may not be
another priest here after
I lepve,” Father Rochet
told me, “So an impor
tant part of my job is to
prepare people Lo retain their rehgion without
a priest, o encournge them to conduct cate-
chism classes for voung people and organize
self-run praver groups.”

And if it should come to that, will Lés Accor-
déonistes de Darcey be expocted to turn to
liturgical music? There are aboul a dozen
members of the ensemble, each of whom plays
an aecoordion. Somebimaes they go |iII'I'I|J'-_,_'.|.1 il
-;nru!_'_]'n;u;ul.-; from start to finish with n:u]:'.-' a bhref
pause between numbers. The accordion has
become the instrument of choice in Darcey.

There i also a village chorale. Indeed, mu-
sic 1s important to the life of the village, and
without question to the life of Micheline Vidal,

Lhere

14 3



bhutcher and maker of
plays the piano, and

wileol Henrt v li.l|.‘.|--|
‘-I.:| Eiil ||;|’r- S SINES,

oW takes vialin lessons in Linon

HE VIDALS are peohle ol
and Henri, having
and economics,
lissatisfaction with the career he

followed. "I think back and say
been happier in

A TITIET S,
SElTeiTan

|||'.|::I' - -

oImetimes reviesls

maybe | would have other

'.'||-="-'_" he sqid
f hiim that he join hiz fa-

-.I||||| |I:|': =i} |||| L

|II".'-.-.---. ||I|||

10 vesrs now he h

enred tn his crisp, white
:Ii'l.‘.:l Ill:-I II'_.I:l P~ r.l-l::__lll:—_

e |s

Ljarctéy, anc

ated case i former
mayar of
he counts
whievements 1h
of hi= efforte o
the wvillage school from
closmg (children in D
Coy gl nil LOETE
intil the age of | when
Lhey g0 o high school in
Venarev-les-Laumes

AmongE his

'Ill' | P

prevent

'-I'.r'|I||"|.

1 =eirns as if there s nl

ways B threat of o publi
fRcIty o] Lilisiniess in
| |||'-|||.|_' |E_."-','| 11 [ar

virdal feele that s

LImfoey
‘-.-Ill|' FLLLLY SLAE-
vee, but not under his
ownership. “People
own freerers,” he said,
'and =o thevy hutcher their
wwin cattle and store the
It 15 having an el

HLERLY

Mawrice Buffv

ImHEEa
fect on my husiness

B
¥ LLRi

Hatening clean, |
Hame sepuare, and itis there thad
ened the first Vidal butches
Now that name, like

retired ms owner

Henrt Vidal sad that neither of

e shopissmall a I|f|
15 JUSL G E I|||"-
s grandliather of
SETVICE MANY Y eArs
thnt of the
ship chang
ms two chuldren

LT
badeer s, will be
15 interested i Joining him in
thi top, S0 NE W il s&ll it 1o an outsider
Mavbe it will «

vice, offered

gme to itinerant butlcher ser

OnceE A wWeeR v sotrsohi T

5= LAnmes Lo

|--""||'--il-l,-'|||1|_]]|:|.:|||| "l.;'l-.||| T
dieal sirloin

O FTCE

I
matruck. Huch tsnow hie cosd

15 fro
Deing soid o the viliage
[t 15 a converted bus, really,

Iriven by Pierre Moret,

-:||l. 1L COIMEs V-

Priclay to Diarcey

..'-r.-:' |".|:. TRENT

cenitirinng fo farm equipeent.

boulevardier. T
of groceries in the viehacle 15 sizable,
hardly about. (1t
makes little difference to twao of the older men
retible

} b g
iman with the air ol a

ventory

i I

110 '|:|'I';' FrEEITE Ly 1mywhie

LIl | FAITEY, i I""'.".'III. I! L :'—'"I.'II'-' VLR W

I falti '-_li_'-\.lll!:l;::l.rl;-l_

but vou know. ||||.’| . ¥, '|..|' thowe men n

Algeria have three wives?”

France [rom
I|"||.'r.

CArTvi

inother truck that comes to Darcis,
g frozen loods, Insult to the French pal-
ate or not, irezen foods are coming more and
[rarces
remiin
sigmifioant

i< Wk I'-.' Fii

more thato use in the kitchens of
Ye<, but still mans

wirkshops

kitchens g e
R

Llarcey. In this century

popuiation has changed
liftle. In 1903]

the census
recorde] a '

b I.I.Ir"

ol ol

To go back even mor
vears, i = not hkely
thiat the

change

populntion has
much since par
of the wvillage was ac-
Duke of
more  than
nturiés mgo, He
territor
the abhbev
In nearty  Flaongny-sw
Cleerain. AL the bime -'-1'
the Revi
wak under pr
ship, but t

.|-|ir|'|| k h e
Hureundy
LOVET O
fare that, the

was owned by

lition o 1789 it

VELLE oW ner-

o Telee, saner

!
the family Fsiness suntch from black- [dar

wt survive the uprising
yarcey became the PO
erty of the

The legacy

in Ei'.*."l. b Il|-,|

DeOpie
nf the Revio-
litt]e

eftists versus

0N 15 NEpresenied
more than partis
rghtists, And even that

ince the vote on either

:"I |‘||| L=
5 &l a nesar standsill

sicde . in locad el 110N
In nationol |_-|| i
There

i (OZED O

2 about the sams
Lons the villagers tend
ire some loval to the extrem ::ul-l
so Lommumsts stand on the other fninge

Josg Margquesz Dy Silva doesn't vote becase
hold French citizenship, He has

I.._'I'll 11 |_:'_-|r| i R :'. RIS

et eloesn ' |
I ] 1!

Sp oW 1
Fling m 1992, there will he
" Indeed, 1 that vear,

nations of the European

Bl
NPT

"1 don’'t need Frencl
':J:'l. hecause sia
S A R a]n

| rlll"

N Dorcers

the ties that hin

Jll-llfr.'linl.'f;l. L o7 -;l||"" FI1E, I|||'I_'I' LN O



ened with the re=  grainmill not more than 540 yards from the vil
movil of many restrictive barners iaoe sguare, Llorente may not be aware that

Community will be strengt

BE oy Iva came o 1_]:||'.'_'|-_-_-..' |'r|_|5r|'. ]'r|7'|;_|_-,-_| .'_|';|_' |'i§l-'_ |_:|_' an i all the ||||'||-r- 111 ]':J'jl'l":'. I']:!.'l.'l.
"here are now six families of Portugueseliving  known is threatened with further change
in the village. It wasn't that each came at ran-  More and more of the villages in the countn
dom: rather, it was a pipeline among rela- are consolidating now to become what Jean-
Hves — o letter wriiten o a cousin describing  Plerre Lozato-Giotart, professor of géographs
the beauty of the grottoes on the high plateau,  at the Sorbonne and at the Catholic University

at the source of La Douix River. It may have - of Paris, calls a "wvillage center.’

bhean written too that vy rambles over the “For statistical purposes this center 15 re-
sides and frontsof many houses in Darcev, and  garded as a village, but the activities there are

that it is called vigne vierge, and that it setsthe  not those of a village,” Lozato-Uriotart saii

whole village ablush with the tuming of th “They are the activities of a small town, We
leaves in summer to & red
like that of fresh rust
Anvway, they came, and
somie marned natves of the
village, If any had second
thoughts about having left
Portugal, it was because of
Darcev's winters, a Hme
of harsh cold and heavy
snows: Da s1lva worked as
a carpenter, but now e 15
more or less relirec, or; as
e put i,

| am at ease becauss ol a

For 'llll' MoTment

proflem with my henrt,

HE CLOSING 0Ol
the cofé may
have aggravated
his heart prolb-
lemn, since he andl
i

1t friends hacl

a group. of

plaved cards there every

A guiet nmight falls on the village sguare. To save money, streetlighits
shine only briefly. Ever marshaling 1tz vésources, Darcey bopres to
saaintain its claim on this small cormer of France,

Saturday for many years.
José Llorente, who some
how found his way to Dar
cey from Spain, also piayed
cardsinthe café when he wasn't workingin his  see the same thing happening in pther parts
1e United States, in
wonds in search of snails Japan. The same thing—depopulation of old

“Line -'1;1_[:_“'::_:“_]_' WO Yeiurs 4g)., we WwWere ! !”H.l_'l'-. :r--'.'-.'jn-_' !.I]Ii I.':.'[:.EE-. .IT'.I:' |_u'[".'.'r_|_'."| I:."i'.f

playing cards, and one of our friends at the cities and the old villages, we now have the

vegetable garden or taking long walks in the of Europe, in Canada, in

table was very quiet,” Llorente said, puttinga  apparition of village centers. Ukre”

bottle of cau-de-vie (life's water), made of fer (M course. But what does 1t matter whil
mented plums, onthe table. " He wasalsovery  they call it? If Dlarcey survives, it will be not as
nale. He was leaning over his cane. [ touched & designation but as 8 binding place of tradi-

him, patted his chest, and found he wasdead. tion. Listen fo hiz foolsteps as Pierre Arbes
Hi had said his wish was to die while plaving walk=s across the village square every alter-
I ,_..r.]- TUTLE i"- irienecls . .|_||:J '_|J.|1 | ||_--'.'.' il_ | Tig NoOn Lo st f sameone has e Tl the caté
pened. His wish was pranted. I didn’t go back  Listen to the clop of Madeleine Nocguard”s
Lo Lhie calé alter that.™ COWS Coming homen the evening.

Sitting in his house on & hill gbove the old Listen, and hear the heartbeat of France D

i Villagge Thof Refuses o D i
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| Lurent outin LT L F i W EEE ] i
i i* Costs non Fhar i I 1a:
| v Tiar to has chienl 1l o

AT, LE eriecL It Of iENe sAarments them
elves, but also lor the radition (Marie
Antomette olften excecded her annual clothing
wiowance of 120,000 gold Lvres) and the
ng that they logk perfeci

Bevond a door framed in UTATIEVITIES AL LIE
far end of the room, Y ves Saint Laurent him
2elf wiits nervously, surrounded by the
wand-like voung women who will model his
new collection. He makes the final adjust
MENTE 1IN [EVETISN SHen

I He TUd .,...Il. 1 .||:_.|_.|_.;... Tile '-.'."|'| '-I",'-:'_':I'|
POETE, CRACH eCjUIpPe wilh several cameras
|"-I'-l'li o CapLure the first moment -II.:_ (ar

sappomtment. Uhe world fashion pross m
[rise | with notebooks and Bl s Lo pecord

i
! r r § I - 5 .
I.Il F IUgmenis. SEtCtions imnom gera I||' MK
.

In asweeping roval biue cape over A brongd seedlicss o say, yvou can't ssmply open a
[he audience breaks into lowi T R TR =hiop th 4"uns and get on the conture calendar
With minor variations thiz scene iz dupli The Chambre Syndicale de la Haute Coutmn
tled ench Julv ind January in the splons of defines n couturier as one who has his own
it her destm of the high-foshion ¢lothes atelier (workroom) emploving not fewer thi
[or women that the French call contwore (hiter :0) people and presenting at least 75 designs
iy, “sewing™ ). For 150 yvears Parts has been on at least three models 1n each collection
he mecch of couture, Pesigners have ocome Haute couture, the name for the product of
ere from all over the world to show their
collections: Uharles Frederick Worth (whi M ImA HyDE, fashion editor of the Weslsreel
ppened the Lirst couture house i Paris a hun J hn niribute tLIC L I 51l ! I
dred vears ago) from England, Schiaparelli dn e = L, D che
vajier of thve ) h Cirder of A | L=t}
trom [ialy, HBalenciaga (from Spain, M- Fhic iz thi e Gt ONTrL A
nochier from the Linited states, Soarl Lage \LEERT ALLARD, who started writing and phot
eld from (rermany, Hanae Mori from lapan rraphing stories for the magarine in 1964
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Among fashion's bigh prieste, Kard Laperfeld, at left, accepis kudos after a ready-to
wear show, He desipns for Chanel, Fendi in Rome, and bis o label, Hisforically
confaere scribed a lime between the privilefed and the rest, Fasinon edicts were meticn
foates: In meecheval Frawce a primce’s _.-'".u cisld bouast a 24-inch rnnf, i '5_:1'.'.'i'||'lh',|'1r 2

2 mere 12 snehes, Lowis XTIV mondated fabrics and colors worn by rovalty and,

ot Iris deatfrbed, the lenpth of rrates ladies conld weear to Ins funeral

'i

the jacket precisely as (b should, that the s who did as much for the ['-m-'l- fashion

pie sHE liming doesn 't pull industry 1o ber time as Nancy Reagan did

sothing in a house of coulure CArTies i tor s L. 5. counte _--.'rll--'l!'-"'."-| Yy
written price. If the customer thinks that the tten benefted from a 40 percent discount
Ece 15 LiH |::_.ZI. e ci say R0, OCCasionaL eoulars who missed a collechion used to
it will be adjusted e sent sketches, descriptions, and prices

[t iz a brave soul who sugpests changine Nowardavs fashionable women who can't
the look of 4 design. The rare victories of Htend the shows are more hkelv Lo orcdes
ustomer ovier designer are justly celebroted [TOm VICeos of pROoLOETaES

fe of the heir to a vast

[Fish fortune, scandalized fitter and vend

Lriorin Cruanness, wi

ORT WOMEN treat thelir coutur

by demanding changes in the lat LI hases like the treasures the

re. Dleeda Blair, a medical
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o s pvramid-shaped dress. "Gilona, how

dare vou chanege one of n li--l'.'_l e Balen
cuipn asked her sternly. V1 dare because my
husband will be paving the Bl and will nol

tke the dress precisely as vou have designed ments she knows she will pever wear agam t

(. who weirs some of her

15 long as 16 years, donates g

it,” Mrs. (ruinness replied spunkily. * You museums: Ivana Trump, wife of New Yor

right,” Balenciaga aereed with  tveoon Donild Trump, packs older designs

g rrin. Mrs. Gruinness was photogeraphed all to her mother in Czechodlovakia, But the

[requenthyin the adjosted syl late Lorraine Kowan Coaper, wile of form.
Ciloria Gruinness's trivmph w TS Rentucky Senatol _|--|'I- sherman { BLIEME

intgque, butl regalar customers do v mould ocensionally use the sturdy wool from

certain privileres in addition to a seat o A Coultre sEIrt o cover an otioman

the front row. The Duchess of Windsor, “Coufure 13 necessary and must b

154 Vitional Geoeraphie, Julv 108



The American in Paris fashion, Mississipprian Patrick Kelly, whose portrait is beld n
a model, came to France in 1981 on a ticket provided by an anomymous bengfactor.
Last year be became the lone American among ready-to-wear designars recogmized by
the elite Chambre Syndicale. Though foreign talent is readily adopted, the fine-tuned
French instinct for style is nearly a birthright. “One isn't born in Paris fo siop

thinking about clothes for ome minute,” savs fashion grande dame Diana Veeeland,

r
|

nreserved. because it is the last refuge of the
Y ves »Rint Laurent once (old
me. *“The rich woman must preserve cou
Mavbe that 1= not a law, but it 1s her
Cltherwize couture and 115 crafts will

craftsmar

ture
ity
die, and rich women will be responsible for
the decline of this nrt exéraordinaire!”
Already some of the crafts are dying out.

Saint Laurent is finding it increasingly difh

cult to get high-quality paszementerie (trim
ming) to replace the original trim en clothes
inspired several veiars aga by the costumes ol
the Russian peasants of tsarist times or the
raffia used in his African designs, The fine
satin and taffeta needed t
| & LS

Designers live not by couture alone, but by

stitch together the

ol a glove are also becoming scarce

the things that couture makes possible in the
miiss market — fragrances, ready-lo-wear

clothes for men and women, shoes, SCarves,

and other items with the designer’s brand on
them. This business started less than 25 vears
agn, when Saint Laurent kicked off his ready
to-wedr line. Other designers followed, to
[DEIT ImMumense PirallL, SUch i':"l"-l'l'.l-.".:'- ATE

Tk of Chic

*ULS .'. FLESS

estimated to bring in nearly 200 times
the 50 million dollars enrned each year by
couture iselt.

Bavers from all over the warid flock to the
afficial readv-to-wenr shows thal take place
twice 2 vear in tents set up in the courtyard of
the Louvre
tHemanly about these crowded, market-driven

There is nothing ladvilke or zen

shows. Rock musie blasts, and ten models

come down the runway al one time, wearing
tantastic outhits
and producer, or hire someone who is, in

A desiener his to be director

arcer 1o II.’I:.|II'|I'

Clothes are often exaeseerated, over
accessorized (o beam the messape loud and
gudience 1n the hack

['he designer’s chosen team ol

clear to the professiona
ol Lhe tent
nairsty

15ts and makeup artists changes the
muodels’ look to suit the designer s choicg ol

image. At least 50 other designers show thei

clothes in schools, restaurants, theaters

I'he first American Lo
make it big in the readyv-to-wear shows 1s Pat
rick Kelly, ariginally from Mississippi, who
ke o coach before the big game always

even their npartments



Last vear Karl Lagerfeld shatwed a pink so bot it singed the senses, Next year's
creation lies embedded in the imagimation. The bat and gloves ave an exapgerated
effect for the rumway audience. Efrbemteral as a kiss, fashion’s perishability allows

a seasonal revolution in hemlines, shapes, and colors. Said Fronch playwright

Jean Cocteaw, “Fashion dies very young, so we must forgive if everything.™

ergages his models, assstants, and dressers
behind the scenes in a brief prayer session
before the show begins.

EADY-TO-WEAR mayv not be genteed,
bt it's good business for French
fashion and good business for
France. The French government
and fashion industry are attached by a strong
and ancient thread. President Mitterrand
encouraged establishment of the Musée de la
Mnde in the Louvre and still worries whether
the eleviators work properly

Lounis XTIV established dress edicts for his
court that pushed upwardly mobile nobles to
the edge of bankrupticy, Like the modern de-
signers who loaned dresses to Mrs, Reagan,
he undérstood the trickle-down theory of
fashion—that if someone in a special position
wears something, others will imitate. The
Sun King decreed that only noblemen of a
mgh rank could wear silver bullion on their
waisteoats. " Thic created a vast popularity
for lumps of silver,” sayvs Harold Koda, cura-
tor gt the Fashion Institute of Technology in
ew York City.

Traveling aristocrats brought the styles of
the French court to other European courts
French ambassadors carried books of swatch-
e< and designs as & way to boost the silk and
other luxury industries.

Napoleon understood thut the Revolution
had virtually destroved France's silk indus-
try, which was essential to the nation’s econ-
omy. "1 saw vou in the same dress two weeks
aga, ' he might say, beginning a conversation
with a young noblewaoman in the simple cot-
ton dress popular at the dme. ¥ Don't vou
think it would be better to dress more richly,
like some of the others who are bedecked in
silk and embroidery nnd lace?” The emperor
ordered butiers to keep the fires in the court
banked, so that the chill would encourage
women to cover themselves with more silk

One wealthy 19th-century American, a
Mrs. Moulton, who had beén invited to
Napoteon III's court at the Palace of
Compiegne, bought 21 dresses from Worth:
“Eight day costumes (counting my traveling
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suit), the green cloth dress for the hunt,
which I was told was absolutely necessary,
seven ball dresses, five gowns for tea”

About such lavish wardrobe expenditures
she once grumbled, “Some compliments were
paid me, but unfortunately not enough to pay
the bill.”

THER AMERICAN WOMEN have been at
the very center of couture. Early in
this century Paris designer Jean Pa-
tou decided that his * sporting look"
was particularly suitable to the long-legged,
athletic American woman, According to Pa-
tou's grandnephew, Jean de Mouy, who now
rins the house on the Rue Saint-Florentin,
Patou went to New York Clty in 1926 and
made a deal with Florenz Ziegfeld to hire
showgirls to use In presenting s collection.,
Today muany leading models are Americans,

If all this history and current turmoil tells
us anything, it tells us that fashion may
change, but it never dies. The healthy pver-
statement of the readv-to-wear shows reps-
sures us on that score, as people come from
all over the world in search of clothes that
people will buy in the hope of looking perfect,

At the Claude Montana ready-to-wear
show last October, there wiis & wait of more
than an hour and a half from the time the
<show was scheduled until it finally began.
Scattered handelapping gave the first hint
that the crowd was restless, and before thie
show started, the rhythmic pounding of feet
seemed to rock the tent. But once the show
began with a parade of models in wide-legged
pants, see-through blouses, jackets, and
coats, the audience cheered and the delay was
fargotien.

Even the couturiers seem Lo be getting into
the spirit of the future. * It was vour best,
vour best!”™ one retaller told a dazed Saint
Laurent after a recent show, A member of the
press kissed the couturier on both cheeks and

=aid, " 1t's hard to imagine you could do such
a brilliant collection again!™ And Saint Lau-

rent agreed, " You are probably right."
But he probably will do it agmin. As the
French say, it is his métier. 0

National Geapraphic, July 1080
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La Belle fpoque
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It was the best of times in Paris in 1900 when a crowd enjoyed the
cancan at the Moulin Rouge. As the nation celebrated the onset of the new

century, the French toasted material progress and easy pleasure, and

artists of every genre were intoxicated by new ideas.
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mi the afternocn, a
halloon rose from the

Futleries ardens

while 15 000 Pari
stans craned their necksto walch
On board was-an early camern-
Raoul

P H A Lyrimnon=-Samsdn

w hio had bowght the nght toshow

his oew invention, the Cindo
FAMA, or cmema-in-1he-round, A
the Internationnl Exhibiton that
Wiks sl alenut LI e O the Lell
Bank., As Grmmoln wend
film Par

(N
"the pround seemed to
and the Eaiffel

fall away, LDwer

ghided past, then fell below our
feet, ds il we lonked down from 4
! ]i;'|l'. whtiil 'I.I'-l:l.lJ LLS

it 15

Paris

LEL 'll!_-

IS LWAKA
feet thad
knotied around the eibbet of thie

loOKs 1t5 bBeEs

Seine. one saw it all, cut up by
vveniuie: gl boulevards, allied
by its stireels &l banes.”

As the

swaying, Lrnmoin noted

balloon vontinued to
s
"The earth's surface seemed L

AN nosw U one sde,

another, o the point where i

aCAPRIL 24. 1000, at four |

From 1.200

oW Lo

chowed up vertical, At 2,000 feet
| stopped flming" After which
the balloon soared (o 1,000 feel,
eventually bumping down rather
sharplv in a hield not far from
where Orly Atrport stands today,
The city Grimoin flmed held
two and o hall million people. T
il
as it has
Ever m flux,

Wie i building wvard
remained smee
F'aris

been the site of guint projects pre:

e,
nps niwnys

ceded by ganl ||'.|I|. e il [

less wvast discomicrts: from e

awaths that city plEnner

gread
1aron Houssmann bepan cotting
for boulevards and parks in the
| REs: throueh the renl estate de
valopmentsaf the Second Empire
and the Third Republic and the
reebuilcling of the blackened riins
thial the great popular uprsmg,
1871

the Commune ol had left
behind: (o the

tro, whose first ine opened

pidererowund Mé

| G0, for the exhibition, to greal
success and somber predictions
that the Mé&tropohitmn would
prove 8 Nécropelitam

But 1900 was a specinl moment

T errs-cof-He cerntury I"_|_|?|'_I._|II fectmmnls Y, NS gfnru_rr:'u' G i Deron
erdle af the Internationdl FExbebition of 1K), aetmired by boglers

ot the Seine labooe), A mellion vrs

itors gscended the Eiffel Tower,

completed 11 years before, and many rode a 350-foot-tall Ferns

":"'I-’!'F"I J F":' f-h.l s 27,

" acres were crounded with some 80,000 exlnb

its, including & Palace of Electricity, a re-created Swiss snllage, and
a ok maval battle staged by 30 warships that bombarded and

bigrreed a meodel puprtorie iy
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ition of that vear was the greatest strrctacte e 19205 cafes like
b o sertes n v g La Uowuprde, Demtzens tn-
thing o i Hier Tl i cluded painter Motse Kisling,
b sk Wlady ki . 1 _|'::r '|'.'_’F'.-'|':..In'.':.'..I'..'.I".I.'.':'-:n'
, = gritst Fouprfa
people at ane time. Camilh ey e
. , Comdlicnme Apollinaire (top
nt-Sadns’ “Heavenly Fire : | , ;
ragit), a [ikerary apostle of
T F T TP F L alae v > ) i
VI | W Ol e electd {1 caebrtsen, sanekt to s ine brie

he fairgronnds, poerns wrhal Picdsso dooom-
lished on canvas. Both
befrtended a notuble Antert-
can e Paree, wriler Gierfride

Nern | Balfom, af e, and ey

ident of th pubiic ents

i 0 of Fran Y comtbanton, Alice B. Tokias.
1 Pantagroelinn banouet |
vaitet nroll Kkntes. (11

g v Laremon (1N most fertile 1n discoverie s
raima came t His f most procigious imn 1 bus
\ us last ntenze hén Ll i 1 knows
the arc lamps wuse Lhe proje poke of *; durtian in the ec
ton led to accidents. The sl nomitc order of the universe
\ nceled; he went bankrupt Fariswas the cultural capital |

L h Ll e exhibitor he world et fashions in dress

tality wa Wwherse a1 |
i rt i ainters, misi
cians were busy lavinge th |
dations of the modern h
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¥ | wis anolhe 1N
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I thinking ng, acting
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VEE YOU nfp LAl
'aris, where oar world

j :'l'-l!.I!II_-'_' Lt me tell

vou how peofle Hved and
heow the changes come aboutl. Re
gmes pass; the oty endures and
with i, certain constants. Food |

e of these: gigantic meals (U
Flaubiert's Sexbimenial Educa
beam, dfenry onesin Huysmans
En Ménape, prandiose in Lold

."_-_: LT |-||l!': ISCITO4EE 1N :"n] 111
nassant’'s Hel-Ame, exXouisite in
Hirvsmiims™ A Kebours I.&t
Ing and dringing are matiers of

ormeguence; “1 ent, therefore |

5 1
LTl I e (I [Eisl EXCEREIvVElYy
i W i )
wihen they CAn wio miailer if thes

vamit, provided that they do it in
the street But, for all, eating
lome; solutly, and rchly 15 8 svm

iil  well-bEme  And, more
impartant, of success Of moral
Loo: Zoln's negative

cimracters ek Bl L1 1oO

Another constant = the ir
Mol ondy when servants throw
peelings and offal out the window
to annoy the concierge. The so0
lid haunts all sides of life. In the
new department stores, we an
toled, women who andress bo |

i1 O COrsEEL (N RS .||-!" .Ii-".'.'.”' L.

[irty, Sreets, air, ood, homes,

people, all are tmnted; breath '
o L AT courts, and bLulldings

reck; thirt cuffs are ns black as '
fimaernadls; heroes blanch ot the '
thought of the filth withim the I

tle boots that trot so prettily; oth- ; :
prs gquake at their lnundry balls

Another § francs RS centinmes
thiz week. The laundry was kil
e him!™ Most, of course, sur-
vivie by ol FETISINE Y8 Wi

Fhe model of the bourgeo
apartment house thad isthe centet

{ F.oln's Hof-Bondle revends no
taps or sinks. lef alone lnvatones
[he bathroom of the  msinsion
iilt by Saceard, n wealthy bank-
et in anolther Zola novel, was the
talk of Pans: "like that of a

.-l'|.|::_ ':!I-!r-l-||. || peTior

FrigENy WEBER., winnerof the 1484
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cleanliness of prostitutes was a
commonplace — presumably con-
firming the dangers of ablution

Although administratively
one, the city was practically s
puzrzle of separate guworiicrs. a
congeries of quasi-provincial vil-
lages within which most lives
were led. The gquartier was an
islund whose inhabitants seldom
vientured forth even an briel for-
avs o [oreign parts, let alone to
the far hank of the Seine. And
the poorer vou were, the more
quartier-bound vou were likely Lo
be; many a workman's child grew
to nifolescence before World War
[ without getting out of Ménil-
montant or Belleville.

This, even though Paris was
much smaller in 1900 thar it i 1o-
day. The Champs-Elysées lay at
theedge of the town, 3o that when
Muarcel Proust's fictional Swann
courted his ladviove near the
Etuit:, he tisked himself that far
it i cab ooly with & delicious
sonse of adventure. Bevond the
Etoile lav areas still close o the
countrysicle. The great avenues
Napoleon had laid out around his
Arc de Triomphe, like that where
Victor] lugo died m 1885 and that
bears his name, ran through or
chards and past chichen roosts.

It was well that Parls was
smutller, hecause means of com-
munication were l[imited. A lot of
the avenues that Baron Hause-
mann had planned were still not
finished by 1900; 2ome of the most
fnmilinr (the Houlevnrds Saint-
Michel and Saint-Uormain on the
Left Bank. for instance) would
not be fimished until just before
nnd after World War L The single
subway line apart, would-be
travelers depended on cabs,
trams, o buses, all of them horse
drawn. In 187] the frst chemin
de fer & CAmericarn had been set
up, n effect & tram drawn by
horses, as were the large, expen-
sive, double-decker omnibuses
that, in 1906, wereendowed with
engines and with & new name;
autobies

A cab rmde cost abour the
equivalent of & workman's dally

wnges, disputes with cab drivers
embittered many an outing, and
romantic trysts in cabs figured
in o song the popular chanteuse
Yvette Guibert lnunched about
this time, called “Le Fiacre™

All of which made for a lot of
horses. But horses, unfortunate-
Iy, were expensive, inefficiont,
and messy, FEach horse dropped
six to seven tons of dung a vear,
which would have been useful as
fertilizer if suburben market-
sardens had not kepl moving fu
ther nway from the source

On the other hand, if horses
meAn! maniite, manure stiracted
bards: The traditional Paris spar-
raw, the cheeky moimcau e
Paris, would not have prospered
without its dung-muanufacturing
friends —not just horses hut also
the goats and cows that provided

RITR PMOE WD 0LLET

Each day, it was said, Victor
Heugo wirote 1N lines of

verse or 20 pages of prose. A
frafrulist, bis social corscience
15 reflected in bis epic novel,
Les Misérables. Politics led fo
19 years of exile under Napo-
lean 1. Hugo's funeralin 1885
emgdfed Paris. Two million
ratrted the processfon. His
bty Ly i state at the Are de
Tramphe before being taken
to the Panthéon in a pauper’s
bearse—a final ststement of
sofidarity with the common
.

milk on the hoof into the 1920,
And it was more than n coinci-
dence that the swiallows J_IL'-;..1|;1-
peared from Paris and the
sparrow popidation began to fall
when 200,000 horses no longer
shied their tons of manure on the
cily stireet s,

ROGRESS, however, heeds
no sparrows, and prog-
ress Wi clearly at work
in A generation that had

seen tricvelm equipped with en-

gines lurn into motorcars, which
by 1898 drew 40,000 a day to
view Lthem tn the Arst Solon de
vAutomobile. By 196 autamo-
ble exports, mostly from works
situated m oor pear Poares, hod
climbed to & value of 140 million
francs, and vehiele traffic had in-
creased tenfold. Despite the driv-

or's licenses introduced in 1899

and a speed: hmit of 30 kilome-

ters an hour (18 mph) imposed
in 1901, pedestrian casualties

qoared to 1,700 wounded and 75

derd n vear. The socialist Pelite

Reépubligue editorialized agninst

“thds sport of millionmires

Bul p sportimg journalist kKnew
better. “To the car we shall owe
the conquest of the air.” The gas-
ulineengine developed to run cars
was acdapled to Oy other contrap-
twans, By 1906, three vears after
the Wright brothers got the first
arrplane off the ground, an air-
cradft factory in Paris was tirndng
out serviceable biplanes

Fashion too advanced. Hy

1600 tatlored suits sopgestod a

more streamlined humanity,

hodies more slender and more
free bo move, Skirts =till hobhbled,
nssociety did. Butevenskirts had
to adjust, and petticoats had to
adapl, o new means of trenspor

tation. Uk ssmply to the need of

perfectly respeéctable women (o

mmbulate in the arban environ-

ment, o trot and window-shop,
without sweeping up too much
mud or dust in the process. And

without stumbling. So, by 1910

pven the hobble skirts designed

by the master coutwridre Jeanne

Paquin hid pleats that made them
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Sepashbackling Cyrano de
dergerac, bere sketebed By
oliyvurright Edmomd Rostand,
leaped into theatrical intmor-
tality in 1897 All Parts was i
stage for actress Savah Bern-
bapredt, wwilrose Hampler wras an

1 899 oy de foree.

facility inspired by American
models International exhibvitions
SpuUrTedd the rise of ;:r.=1|'.-i hotiels,
César Rite opened his in 1898 He
brought Auguste Escoffier with
L (151 -’-F'iﬁl the 5o iy In

Lotidlon
chef had invented pfche melba

The Ritr wns

WHNEere '||:I;' Rreat

AT r'-||'|"l.| sl
where the Amencan financiet
Berry Wall liked to dine, togethar
with n chow chow that ware
clinnmer facket and Charvet stock
e te match thase of his master
Telephones, typewriters, thi
electric telegraph, and the
lored suit all came roim  ac ross
the ocean. So did new rhyvthmas,

|:'|-:||I I Il.
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whether in work
Winslow Taviors

Managemenl was

iy g .|.'|-!'!..
translated inte French o 19
but French aulomaker Louls Be

nault ot wind of 1t vedrs belore

rin leisure —1ior sporis oo were
of Anglo-Saxon inspiration, And
|l|:"15:'| it whas Pierre o LDongber
tin, a Frenchman, who in 1896
reviviesd L I..:'|'.!I:|.II'
thie 190K version of COoubertin s

Amateur World Uhampiorehip:

| _||!I"= { ||_'. FEafle L RIS '.'-'ill' §

ook place under the aegis of the

I'ar
how little the French public cared

Lxhibition, demonsirated

forsuch trivial pursuits. The only
[ ',:I:I.ll Syt Al T Lurn ol thie
century was oveling: a rich folks
TS LETER - |l|¢_‘-‘_-| Tl EXPCEN=1VE
machines, bhut one that soon pro-
vided the less rich too with means

ol Ioe G0t aam

DR THE EYE ind the mumi
Paris was stimulation
he =strofling

prdestrinn

Ambiing,
rambling
could waze for hours oo the
theater of the street pnel bols
varel and the hrash posters of

Willette,
et And even beller were the

Toulowse-Lautré
i

.
theaters and dance halls

AL the turn of the centoury, hal
a million Parisians went to thi
theater once n week. Well over o
million went once a month 10 see
play, “The population of Pares
lives in the theater, lives by the

thenter, fives for the theater™
A Tl thoou=amdls rom ;'II-I aOveT
France,

came Lo join them there. %11 you

from all over the world,

really want to be :-:".I'-'-.'l.'l'l i:‘l lit-
erature,
Edmond de CGiomoourt,

noted the novelist
Wil NEye
fo e on the stage. Becaise the

theatre = all the Hterature a list

f people Koo

For spectntors it meant an eve
ning’s enlertainment, available
even to the lower classes, perched
n th

IFEETRE :||_'|:'|:.I||' | 1AM 'l-" I'“'. ol

gallery, throwing thet
the rmalines and proffenng com-
ments that could make or Dresi
L i show

Entertninment was nol con-
fimed to the stnge. Built in a
nrseshoe shape, their ights
mmdimmed or only shehtly low
rreel while the show went on, the-
aters were desiened o @ve 1ne
| il EREl

When people stopped looking

the spectacle of msell

at one another and looked at the
dnge, Hhie
ke Maeterlinck s Hiwe Hirdd, the
BOE: vanrdevill

could enjov féeries

preal SUCcess of
il melodrama, vehicles 1ol
SO st ited, willy repartes; of
performances in the grand style
provided by stars like Sarah
Bermhardt or Eleanora
Rostand's brilliant,

et e Bergevne wis o ereal

||||.-.|-'
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cinmerlleEs that eptyred

dressine,. undressing, bEinge un-

Iressed . or searching for n flea n
suggestive: places. New  plays
miore  Soled 0Ty -'.l."lE.'rl!Ir'l-_

featurmy mmimal scenery, frio-
culent laneuare. and shocking
ideas; attracted toy minorilices
These are the plays the history o
the theater has relained

i HE THEATER of Lthe
poor,  and of the not

S0 (MR WL 0 bE

lialls

and in thetr more modest counter

found I ik
narts; ciffs-conceris or ogfes
mantognts, of which the capital
hoasted nearly 300-at the turn of

the century. Hetween 18343 and
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1913, while the populntion of

Paris grew 18 atlen-
dance at such festive halls more

than doubled: evidence of popu-

percend,

lar favor but also of more people
with more free time, more money
to spend, more chowee about how
Lo spendd i

since the 18708 popular dance
halls had leamed how to tumn
For
a minimal entrance fee one ol-
tained access Lo a dance Moor and
But ane could

theiractivities mto spectacle

had an orchesta
also watch acrobats, magicians,
comedians, singers, mimes. The
great attractions of such places
were the rough popular capers of
the 18404 turned Into spectaculas
shindigs: cancan or (hahul. For-
ergners seem to think, grumbled
L& Figaro in 1882, “that all Pari
sinns dance the cancan every eve-
ning after work.”

In an nre when few decent

women wore drawers, the high-
kicking cancan exploited thq
thrill of =kirts rajsed and legs
waved to reveal knee-length pan
taloons, But the cancan was only
e gllering 10 a bmidd menuy
the spnses
Dunces, sketches, and tableans-
vivanis were largely meant to dis-
play women & bodies, enticingly
tared in whole or part

clesignied o lease

while gninine famn
with her novels, simultgneous]y
WOl surcess as @ music-hall artist
[tom the display of a provocative
body in provoking scenes

Fhe scent of seandnl (in Co
lette’s case, the flnunting of fash-
inable lesbinnizm) enhanced the

Coletie

ut show-hbiz

allure of a show
success 18 oflen a succds de scom
dele. And thefin de sidele savored
scnndal, on the stage ns in socisty
Witness the smash hit of the Péto
mane, a title one can only trans
late as Fartomanine, For several
sEAsSONS everybody who was any
oy, and who could afford it
tlocked to the Moulin Rouge to
hear the wonders that he
dirced with wind

In time popular favor shifted to
Lhe cimema;, which had, from tis
birth, found a home in music

| iTi=

halls. By 1914 Paris cinemas were
making more monéey than halls
andl 0y Toak 1n
UISIE WAS MADE oul-
gide music halls, of

colrse: 1n maddle-

class homes where
i EAEN
excaptional than learning arith-
et by hands plaving in
the street, in the SUAre, or i the
new bandsianele going up in pub-
e parks, Hut the serious French
misie of this ern was written and
performed for cognoscenti

who wanted

Wwat Ho more

learning

pLTLI

Claude Debussy,
b Reep Lhe insensitive many from
soiling benuty with thelr vulgar
eirs, succeeded only too well. In
1913 lgor Stravinsky's Rite of
Spring challenged the pale tones
favored by the likes of Debussy,

I'he mode] of public music, of |

course, was theoperi. In Charles
CGarnier's new opera house that
ppened 1o 1875, opera found a
home Approprate to its gran-
deur. But sn expensive
Unable to nfford its
music invers looked elsewhere —
weiins where tickets
cogld be bought for axz little as 50
centimes. There, ot least every
sunday, offered
weess to a symphonic repertoire
hitherto priced out of reach and
wlso to novelties like the music of
Fichard Waener
Wagner music lovers
split as they had over politics
some thought his melodic spells
ditl nol make up for wastes of
dreariness; ‘others thought him
the best thing since Calliope and
had themaelves buried ormarried
to his strains

Hefore long, Russian
orogght 1o Pars by the impresa
rio Sergey [Dhaghilevin 1907, then
Russtan hallet,
ballets that young Stravinsky
wrole for Diaghilev and for
Daghilev's star, Nijinsky
(Firvebivd, 1910; Petrushka,
1G011), were going (o shake up
French more than
Wagner hod done. The exoti
music, the “barbanan bnts and

Ofe
Prices, mosl

Lo ¢oncert

PErlOTTRancCes

Lhvier

LS

und hinally the

music far

NATITONAL GEOGRAPHIC, JULY 1989

There wivas only one Colette,
Frawee s outstanding early
2ilth-century female writer
and ferninist symbol, She
crofiped ber floudng tresses fo
resemtble the schoolgivl hero-
tme of ber Clawdine novels and
courted scandal — parading
ber lesbianism and perforiming
erofic music-ball dances.

Sbowing ber famows legs,
the dance-ball performer
Mistinguett (right] poges with
her shoe collection. Atten-
dance af Paris musie halls
more than doubiled betiveen
1893 and 1913, although tiwe
cily's praprslation tncreased by
omly 18 percent.
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Spoofine crttics, writer Roland Dorgeles — o bated abstract ar
|:|;._'.,_|' |'|r'z.1; bes to a dowkev’s tail to create “And the Sun Set Ouver tie
Adriatic,” It sold fo -FrlJFjr'rlln': it an avant-garde show, Arfise-
seriter fean Coctean (left, at left) urate e {threfto for Antgone, a
§927 operd v Arthier Honegper, at rrpil, The
1911 Ballet Russe cast (bottom) that bad prrewtiered Igor Sivarm-
shry’s Petrushka frod f'.-u:. wndertones, Vaslioe Nigiesky,
froin rigkl, [0e ortginal [ Petrushica, stiffered from s 2T .'I,I"Ir"l-"rl-f i
had retired. Impresario Sergey Diaglilew, brs arm arownd Nijinsky,
arranpged the photograph for Instory and Nijinsky, hoping the
famitliar fuces would spavk recovery, They did not
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There was more to the avant-
garde than n=inine daubs or cash-
g in on fame wrought by excess.
Belore the Irishman James Jovee
{(whoonly zettled in Paris after the
war-and did not publish kis Ulys-
res until 1922), Marcel Proust
was expenimenting with narra-
tives that wove together inner
and outer time, sibjective feel
ings and objective reality

Mot even acience seemed sta-
ble. Formulated in 1900, the
guintum theory cracked the Eu
edifice: Relatvity fis-
sured reality. Unconscious forces
raised doubts about reason. The
stable, constant, harmonious
warld was folling to pieces all
around: Its iterary and pictorial
image fell to pieces too. The phi-
lasopher Henri Bergson called
attention to the irrational and the
unconscions. Miguel de Unamu-
no, the Spanish PFrancophile,
would echo hime: “All that i= vital
i= irrntional.”

clhiilian

ITH WORLD WAR I,
A frivolous, anx-
1ous, self-satisfied
world gave wayv to a
frivolous, anxious, deeply trow-
bled warld. As poet and philoso-
pher Paul Valéry put it, our
civilization had found out that it
was mortal. In that perspective
the vears before the war (with all
their drawbacks; and these had
been many) began to look like the
good old dave, less anxious, liess
inflatdon-ridden, when domestic
help had been available and ame-
nable, when the lower orders had
kmown their place

While the delicate Marcel
Froust stood on a balcony of the
Ritz to watch German planes
bomb Paris, a young priest,
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, was
serving as o stretcher bearer inthe
trenches. The future paleoniolo-
gist and philosopher wrote home
that the fromt was “the extreme
boundary between what we al-
ready know nned what is still tak
g shape,

The four wvears of senseless
sinughter accelerated the

transmutation. War cracked the
confidence of those who guarided
the afficial culture and confirmed
the argument of the svant-garde

The old order was bankrupt,
rendy to be replaced. After 1617
the Dada movement, which
stressed absurdity, revolted
niminst the discredited wisdom of
the older generation: Its weipons
WiEre Irreverence, ncoherence,

HEELISRLUE TTOLLE

It Ercpaars ine 19200 werith a child-
Pseaened MEOry eroked |r:r|. the
taste of tea-soaked pastry, Not
wenetil frve years after bis death
i 1922 was pblication coms-
pleted of Remembrance of
Things Past, Ine Marcel Proust,
perbaps France's groatest
mioderit novelisr.

Expatrigte writers stoarmed
fo Paris after World War |
Marry of the best barrowed
anedd Bought books from Sylvia
Beach (right, thivd from left),
wirn orwemed the Left Bank
bookshop Shakespeare and
Comprey. " You sate books
tirat you bad mever seen He-
fore," wrote Ernest Heming.
wrery, af right, recently tifured
by a falling skylight inaduer-
tewtiy broken by puest F. Scott
Fitrgerald.

Maore deadly injuries fol-
lotwed dueling, wiich bad seen
d vesurgemce in the Late 19¢h
certury. By 1900 duelds were
betmy listed i the press.

agereasive ugliness. Afier 1920
surrealism, spurred by Dada’s
excesses, revealed the mystery of
familiar forms, the ambiguities
of clarity, the poeiry that hides
behind the commoenplace: for
some & ol of nonsense, forsomea
potent drug

ThepoetT, 5. Eliot demanded
wn art that simplified modern life
into something rich and strange.
instead of simplifying, postwar
art was going to amplify, Every-
thing saddenly became louder,
more ¢lamarous, shrill, discor-
dant, crude. Stll wounded by the
war, Paris did not shamble
toward & new aApge—the 20th
century in full cry—but strutted
tnto it

As for the Belle Epoque, the
good old days, well, there was
now to be an echo. Into this post-
war Paris of Dada, cubism, and
all kinds of “modernism."” a new
tide of Americans now flooded,
inspired by the passage of U, S
Prohibition in 1919 and encour-
aged by a postwar European
inflation that made it possible for
two to live comfortably on
three, four, or five doliars a day

LIVER WENDELL HOIL.MES
had been the first to de
ctare that good Ameri-
cans when they die go to
Paris. Now, after World War [,
there were lots of young Ameri-
cans. good and not so goed, dying
o go to Paris. Rebellion came
cheaper there; beauty, truth, and
unpirohibited drink were pvail-
ablein abundnnce; and a portable
typewTiter gunrantesd creativity
That was the “moveable feast™
Hl:mim_: wiry wrote gbout, the age
ol long-haired men and short-
haired women, when " Paris
wiire ite greatness like makeup”
scott Fitzgerald intro-
duced Hemingway to the Ritz
bar. For those whom Gertrude
atein dubbed a lost generation,
culture now went with cubism
and cocktails, free love and free
verse, modern lurniture or none;
[eminine self-expression went
with smoking as many cigarettes

amil F
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Above and below the bamana belt, there was omly delightful scandal
for Paris andiences wien Josephing Baker took over the stage.
Escapeng an East St Louis, Hliinois, ghetto, she joined La Revue
Nepgre, a trowpe of Dlack American entertainess who made their
Paris delbat tn 1926, The ciry went wild over ber sizzling Chavleston
danced with bottom-slapping antics and dubbed ber “La Baker,”
She strolled the Clamps-Elvsdes with a diamond-collared pet leof-
ard, addirg ber oum piguancy to that “moveable feast,” Paris.

as men did, emancipation went
with pRjATIAS
cosmelics

But n moveable feast gathers
M moss. Americans talked most
lv 1o one another, They deank at
the Closerie-des- Lilas but did nod
know that Maorshal Nev's stafue
in front of the café stood on the
place where the marshal hiad been
executed for follpwing Napoleon

heach and

in 1815, They drank at the Boeul
st le Toit but did niot know the
ballet for |1._h‘| I'_IIl_'I']!l
namad (the hallet was situated in
a barj
nel, the seneral of kaule conture,
diresded nll in black and surround-
ed by Stravinsky, Ploasso, Coe-
tean, Diaghilev—Dbut did nol
wnow epough French to com
municate. They patronized

which 1

Phev admured Coco Chn-
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dechinmg mosic halle and café
concerts because they found
them exotic, while French con
temporacies welcomed Amenican
jn¥x. American bars, American
pancakes ot Le Quick Lunch,
where painters such as Pascin
and Kizsling liked to est

The French ignored Heming-
way and Exzrn Poumd sl Scot
They applauded
Josephine Baker's “primitive”
exatic dancing in La Revue
Negre, It was a long step from
East L Louls to Paris, an aven
longer one from goofy pickaninny
roles through jungly femme fatale
in & banana skirt, and not much
tlse, to becoming a national ldaol
v the Semne. But, in Paris, wom:
en like Baker (or Coliette or Cha-
neld coild, with uck and talent
and hird work, escape from con-
vention and be themselves, T wes
harder, somehow, for men to do
he imbige of Bohemita (re.
1806 by Puccini's
Lo Bokéme) was an encourage-
ment o plav At art rather than
Work at

Fitzgerald

| lis
inforced in

ape of Ams
in Paris,
Mary
were voung and gav and

ENCE, the
American

when so hearis

0 many hemsds hung over, was
less an uge of learning from Paris
than ong of emancipation in Par-
15. Because, as they compared the
provincialiem they had fled with
the provincianhsm that dazzled
them In Paris, a lot of these ex-
polriates INTHOCE D
waned. “The burden of inferior-
iy, recorded the critic Malcalm
Cowley, “"ledled away " They
were ready to o home, be them
selves, do theirwork. Which was
st as well, becausse in 19249 the
noveabhle fead ended, and those
who had not gone
hidne befisre went home after the
stock market’s black Friday, I
had been, reflected Cowley look
ing back on 1, "an essy; quick,
adventurols
voung in.” A belle épogue for
those who had not known Lz
Helle I:'.'|:-l'-r]zu- ]

ErewW i,

Americans

age, good to be
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There’s a company that produces

In the movies, happy endings look easy.
But in the real world, happy endings
don't just happen. They take solid planning
Hard work. And a hittle imagination
Thats why s0 many people turn Lo the
companies af The Prudential to help make
their biggest dreams come true,

Peace of mind
Consider Prudential Insuranee. For over
110 vears, Prudential
Insurance has been
helping families just
like vours. Today,
millions of Amencans
depend on The Rock® for the peace of mind
that comes from solid protection

Financial security
Prudential-Bache Securities is known for
its rock solid resources
and market wise invest
ment advice. Advice
that's helping investors
all over Amenca neacn

e —

i e

Prudental- E.Eu: he

happy endings.
And it’s not in Hollywood.

their inancial poals. And, feel a ittle more
secure and conDdent along the way
The home of your dreams

Now vou can E]‘;[l tiirn to The Rock when
vou're buyving or selling
fi home. Because sOme
af thie best names in res-
dential real estate have
joined The Prudential,

Bac I~-L-r_=-rl: by the strength of The Rock,

The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates can

help make the home of your dreams become

g reality

S0 if vour plans call for msurance pro-

tection, investment advicee, or even buving or

selling a home, look 1o the companies of

The Prudential to help you with vour mes!

important financial needs

Hecause, no matter how vour scnpt
redads now, with the strength of The Rock it
could have a much happier ending.
Build your future on The Rock.”

ThePrudential @



O beautitul fo

Wide open spaces have quite a way of
moving people. Reason enough to streteh
out i the Honda Accord. After all, our
+-Door Sedan 1s surpnsingly expansive.
It has more front headroom and Trone
lesroom than a long hist of luxury cars,

OF course, the LX model shown alxonve

4 P

15 an excellent place o introduce vour lap
to luxury. Aur conditiomnmg 1s what you'd
expect. Standard. As are power door locks
and windows. And cruse control.

With a Honda-hke eve for ergononucs,
the: searts are sculpred and supporme,
Assist handles are appropnately locared,



I'SPACIOUSNESS.

1 he steenng column s adjustable o
maximze your personal space, And an
clectronically tuned stereo svstem takes _ _
tull advantage of the hine acousucal space 3 ) ﬁ
that 1s the Accord LA . '

iscorove, o Accord LX EESEE
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Vive la différence

HERE SASCENE in the moste Dhree Men and o

Babiv that ratses an mierestme question: W

and the French react differ
ently to the =ame sitgation #

The film, As vou may recall,
sion of the French lllI'['Il.'l.l_".
Fhree Men and g Cradie. 1
begins with the misadven-

o Amertcans

= m Hollywood ver-

tures of two bachelors when
a by s left at their door. A
note identifies the child as
belonging 1o a third bache-
lorwholsaouloftown: Sohis
roommites take the miant
In, andy 1o have their lives
ypended by dirty -1i.1|'-|'r-
aned midmght fe

W hen lh-:.' LJ.1tur.1I Eather
returne, wnaware of the mis-
eTv his fmiends have goni
through,

e s surprisesd
FEC Vs
him  and

the welcome he
They pummel

make a ioud seene
brench
thew react quite differently,
however. Instead of shout
iaE, thie roommales respond
with an Wy =eated
stiffly in their chairs,

In the VTS0

silence

thiey

movTae, running all over, touching evervihng,
Making noise
AT

*French people are rude,”™ countered an

nedipewnse. They

'hey ask vou questions and
nevier isten 10 the answer.

What do such statemoents
really mean? asks Carroll
Are they valid pocusations,
or do they demonstrale in-
stend that the French need
Lo lEarn more aboul Amer-

carns = They don 't et vou et gworsd
nterrupt vou all the time

can wavs of parenting and
that Americans know top
little abittat the Fremch art ol
conversation?

"When 1 mest somieone
1 be
have in the way that i natu-
ril to me. while the other

frode another culimre,

behaves in the way t ;.51 &
malural (o him or her,” she
says. " The only pmhln'm |4
that pur ‘natoral’ wavs do
ol cotictde.”

Fverv calture hns its own
woys., If we would trul
ynderstand Lthe PFrench—

or ['.IIi-Ll'I".. oar _|:1['IZ|I'||"-+'. 0T
Eovptians—we must do

Feluse Lo answer  Lheir
frivnd s I|I.l:"i!'i.l.lr|.- O eV
Acknowledge hils presence

“Two

cuflures, Two re-
sponstes, | explains Ravmonde Carroll of Oberdin
College. " The French friends express their extremi
anger with stlence and lack of phvsical contaél, the
L mertoans 7ust th
Carroll oites many e
her book Cwltgred Misunderstanding:
I mericdan
French and Amernicans use the telephone, th our at-
utudes toward maney, o the ex PECLATHIS Wi have
of fnends

*TEVEr=se x
samples of such |1|1fr rencesin
n FJIH

=he points to the

Experience WAYS

"American children ame French-
woman told Carroll

phined, with no

n[lllilr'l‘ll b
Ill.l"||_"-.|'l_' '” !Jlﬁl
mannirs. Lhey ate

|_II|||'-=-|'i

CORASLANn I|

America meets Frunce ax vacattoner Mike
Rovk of Washington, IV, €., axks directions
af a villager 1n the Pyrenees

mofe than study their geog
raprhy,
ture or leamn to speak their
Wemust make an
elort Lo see the workld from their point of view

It's the differences among us, after all
e interesting

history, mnd litoras-
| i e
that ink

Anil as

(ML OFW D

L hey deling os and enrich s

lomr gs we ey 10 recogniee 1n our behavior

cultural assumptions, perhaps we can avoid
I|l-=t awkward situntions that keep us from getting
Lo know one anolther bhetter
=1 here's to France
things that distingaish us

anid Amenca, and 1w the

haute conture and blue
kentucky  bourbon
Yannick Noah and
filmmakers -on both

Hanth —ute ia dyTirence!

WAy, Bursundsy waine and

rrolssants aned cheescbureers,
||'1i||"

‘-.'-'II'I I'||
.

L onnors, and
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"IN THE COCIG’IT

The idnu brar nl yday's Airpo er
F =

Fra-18 HORNET

Attack Aircraft in Action! Carrier Launched Sh*ﬂtﬁs!
Soviet Aircraft Up Close! High Flving Spy Planes!. .. And Much More!

Stand an F-15 Eaglo on its tall, and feel fs twin 23,000
Ib. thrust engines and afterburners rockst you to
60,000 f1.! Catapult off & Nat-top in an F-14 Tomest,
roaring tom O to 170 mph n just 3 seconds!

Mow you can axpangncd the thrill of flying the mos
tormidable combat aircraft in the world —planes of
electrifying capabililles, astonishing supersonic
speads and dazxling arrays of wiaponry, it's all in
A naw, all-action video library, IN THE COCKAT
Featuring spectacuizr combat footage and narration
writtan by leading axperts on military aviation.

Six Action-Packed Videos

You'll recalve six axciting videos, filled with authantic,
braathtaking action, Go on a mission aboard the finas
reconnalssance pircraf bullt, the Incredibile SR-T1
Biackbird in Sples in the Skies. Fiy with dedicatad
spy planes lke the ones used over Cuba and Vietnam
in Red Star soo closs-ups of the new Soviet MiG-23,
e the Famous Hind and Halo atteck halicoplars in
remarkable footegs from Nicaragua and Afghanigian
Fiy carrier launched air sirikes against North Vietnam
in Flat Tops, and search for Soviet submannes in
the Hawkaye

in Eagles in the Sky, fire Phoanix missies from
the Nawy's F-14 Tomcat, and fiy the Air Force's F-15
Eagle and F-16 Falcon an air superiority missions. In
Fly Low, Hit Hard =22 ground aftack action in Viet-
nam with the nimble A-4 Skyhawk and the most

feared ground atack aircrafl in the waorid: the Thunder-

Bolt | and the battie-proven Isragll Kfir. And in Terget
Tank, witness combal helicoptar achon on the
madern batthefiald

Attractively Priced,
Conveniant Monthly Installments

iIN THE COCKPIT is available axcluaively from Easton
Fress Video, Each sat of aix videos - 60 minutes

sach-comesina handsome fibrary case and |s priced

‘at just $149 75° pavabls in convenient manthly in-

sialimenta To order, simply return the attached coupan
or cal| tha TII:HLFIH-E number. if you arg not totafly
safisfied, return your set within 15 days for 8 full re-
fund. Qrder today (o avoid disappointmant!

" plug 4 T4 yhippinghanding per el

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-367-4534

0= &

o e e e
Easton Press Video Satislaction
AT Richards Avenus Fuarantoeo

Morwale, Conn. 06857
For Fastest Service Call Toll-Freg: 1-800-367-4534

Yes! Megse sand me tha IV THE COCKAT wde librany,
| understand onfy VHES firmal |2 availabla

LTl o =
= ERD D e

Lit=dad i

iy A g

grEilre

CERB AT AT R EEA PO s T
Charge each of 8 equal monthly instaliments of £25 75"
to my credil card
IWIRA | Winstariard

Amancon Exprees I s Oty

G Cardd N Exp Dinle
L preter not 10 use a credil card and el pay by
chack. Enclossed is my deposit of $50.00° | will pay
the baiance of 5104 50° in thres monthily instalimants
ol £34 83* each
fi 2 e wineicn oo siEpme
"OT resatpints &0 MY aaan e TH maaafantl &0 Ms%S il S
=
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Restoring the Splendor
of Angkor Wat

eatiTabcen - Angkol
1||'|.|I||l|'ii'.| srvcl Tin-

csl emple in the compleay of

R AmpEhedn monumiertys erected
Rlumer ks of Anskor between the

EET Wl

the | Lf ikl

Othy and | 3th centuroes
French  arohinedoiogists. who o hEd
worsed fod dechides ol Anghor, Wi

toare=l Iy BEaye i 1972 :whon the Yict
naim YWor spilled across the border inlo
Kampuches, then known as Camba
dig. fom 1981 o visiting Nanosal GED
CRRA R DR i ||'||.|!-_.

duning the prievioins

| |'i.'|.| TTAEERLE]

caused by punfire

yiolent decade. strocturial deany'. anid
sciinie  vandalism (Croceamue, May
QR Butl the main 'r-.’--|1|-.'|'|- W s

negloc

1980 the Archasilopscisl Survey ol
Incha s AR I -V Our Fostorilion (o)
ect at Angkor Wl under snagreement
between [ndiz and hampoactied. A
Pislish team will sba begin
another temple, the Bayon, this vew
Though many who fear oy Anekors
future would ke to see a lerper mslh
riits ||r|.,|l._'|'~||' Lo s relbet
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WhyIs The

Ameri

Card Green:

The fact is, with an impressive armay of products
and services [iKe this, Visa could make anmvone a
bit envious

Visa Gold Card.

Cutdelivering American Express.

Visa Giold provides full value auto rental insur-
ance” emergency travel and medical assistance,
and af least 3150000 in automabic traved accident
insurance—350,000 more than Amencan Express:
Plus Purchase Security and Extended Protection®
which covers most of your purchases agairst
theft, fire, loss, or breakage. And Visa Gold wall
bring both emergency cash and a replaceman
card nght to vou anywhere in the world. Some-
thing Amencan EXpress just can | dellver

Visa Travelers Cheques.
Better To Travel With.

Visacan promptly retund losl or stolen cheques
at over 248 00U locahons around the world—
twice as many as Amencan Express, Which gives
you twice as much reason to trave with Visa
Travelers Chegques

Visa Business Card.
Better For Business.

Viza's Business Cand offers deferred payvment
plans, emerdency travel assistance services,
comvenient cash access, and spectfically tailored
expenditure reporting services. And it is accepletd
at more than six million merchants—that's

* Exress renmbirsement insomnce, coriam coredisois and oxXsnsd

Express

almost three times more than the Amerlcan

FEvoress Comorate Card
EXPTESS LOIToraie Lanrd,

Visa Cash Access.
Easier Access Worldwide.

1 VOl Need Cash Imm s YORIT visa card
vou recovered with over 248 000 banking branches
around the world. naddition, with your Personal
Identification Number provided by your issuing
bank and your Visa card vou can get cash at over
12 000 cash machines around the world, Com-
inved, this s more than ten limes &3 many places
a5 American Express

Visa Classic Card.
The Accepted Leader.

Visa Classic s the accepted leader because it's
honored at reardy three imes as many' places as
American Express. And six times as many Visa
cards are used throughout the world

a0 next thme you have Lo choose, remember
which card 18 green

And why

It’s Everywhere
You Want To Be:

w .
VISA

b el A Vies LI RA Ine 15
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Keep the fire burning
in glass of Venetian red.

amie the Tih century, anisans on the iEland of Mumno in Yepice have been making line glassware

I'he use of gold salis
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Venetian red’
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to mEintain cthe 300°C heat
needed o produce workahie
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From the lery glow of Mumano's glass kil T the cool emetabd green of the Groand Canal
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FTvid SO, Wikl Breathitask e realism

lechnology: the svstem by which soctery provides iis members with those things
needed or desired

At Hitachi, we believe in putting technology to work for our customers, To satisfy
their needs and desires. To provide products that ennich their lives, in ordinary —
and extraordinary — ways. Like recording an expenence of fa dolce vitg during the
Venetian summer. A trimmph of technology we put in the hands of people like vou.
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Why it takes legwork to
flatten your stomach

Free information,
Cad] todacy, Ol il out the coapon

berlow. We'll send you a free
hrochure and video thit

g describe how NordicTrack cun

# flatten your dbomach and make

yiou [uok and el your hest

FREE BRI HURE
AND VIDED
And Weight-Loss Test Hesults

v NordicJrack

(Call Tall Fres

1-800-328-5888

You can't reduce stomach fat by
exercising abdominal muscles alone.

Hesparch bos shown thatl &ercoisss
that work only the abdomanal reglon
nre not #fective. They stmpiy oom 1
mvolve encugh muscle mass Lo
hum the ealones nevessary to
trim Inl Instead of finttenineg.
thev merely strenpthen
underlyving mu=scles, providing no
reduction i girth, [ntfolds, or total
body [t perventape
The exclusive NordicTrack”
total-body acrobic exerciser is
the most effective way to
flatten vour stomach.

. - TH =k A RaRs
The totpl-body mobion i ailil -
prwolves all magor hody . | o Flicime mirnad teie @ Sree brochur
muscies Which means vous o Alsa p froe vidoo tape =4 YHE 1 BETA

burn more body [al in less ) Man E
e than with aony ofher in- I G e

firtie EReErvise machine, And H AT el Lip [
whike youre of 1t, you re Lommg and : Eheirn |
defining those muscle groupes, as well, So you L LA L Brimtiyin Pl 2 = Clhuslin, SN ShH LS

feel as good as vou look ] 1 245104 e _,!

ED: Eager Amateur
1 Explorers

WE SPONSOR EXPEDITIONS.
YOU GET TO GO.

Workmgg with voluntesrs of afl ages, help uncover tooks and otie
evidence of prefustons man m Afnca. . . Help momtor huge eatherback
turtles laving their eges . . . Help strvey Inca archutecture and
SO IENST 101 T ROl |r';']-'J '

Ripht now, over 100 EARTHWATTH expeditions are being mounled
g eviery scientific descapline, boand for pomits thromghout e wirkd
Thev'B be led by ontstanding people, scentists who need your help

Ax 1 Leam member, you hielp fund the expeditin you scoompuiny.
Yoo contribute a fxed share of the expedition cost. But your ghare s tax-
dechuctible & 3 chantable contribmtion in support of soentific researci,

EARTHWATCH, a nooprafit arganzation, hasbeen sponsormg
soentific expeditions for 17 years. Last year, 2, Y00 EARTHWATCH volun-
teers hefped out on expeditids. This year, you can help make the dscov-
eries cthers will st read shout. The next discovery could be yours:

Write or call for more mintmtion

FARTHWAIGH

A M. Ak Street. Diept. A Seooc 403, Waterioem, MA EEZ72 (517 526-220K)




INTRODUCE YOUR FRIENDS TO
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC.

Share the wonder of the National Geographic Sodiety. Each
maonth vour friends will meet new people from around the world
and discover fascinating new facts about science, nature, and
wildlife. To give mft memberships, mail this form lor a4 copy
of it) and vour check today!

National Creographic Society ONI_.&F 535;’“

Washington. D.C. 20038 U.S.A for 15 months
Capiyiahe © 158N Mahine il Uiy il b Kbl beginning October 1884

| Bend 8 15-month gift membership and
mAEaEInG sibssriptinn Lo the fre P
named balow. Enclosed i $25.60.°

[ 11'd like to foin the Natkohal CGeographic

Saciety. My dues are enclosed

Wirase asuil @ gilfl sivem barirship e

Ml by Smtamnul Cesgraphes Socecy, §
Waslisngton, b, C- 20050 17 5
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Who Owns Our Past?

Harvev Arden's thought-provoking article on
Wative American burial grounds (March 1989)
spurred me to introduce national legislation,
H. B 138], the “Native American Burlal Site
Preservation Act of 1989, " which would make it
illegal for an individual without proper permits
to excavate or remove any remians of a Native
Amencan or any matermls that were buried or
deposited with such remains.

CHARLES E, BENNETT

Thivd Dhistrict, Florida

Howse of Representatives

Washington, D, C.

Three bills ave now before Congress to penalize
looters of archacological sites and deal with re-
buriads of Native American remains.

We are very pleaseéd with vour report on the comy-
plex issues invobved in resource protection of sig-
nificant sites on private lands and the treatment
of human remains from archasological sites. |
can say from experience that improving public
awareness aboul looting and vandalism is impor-
tant in combating the problems.

BExMIE C. KEEL

Convulting Avchaeologist

Nattonal Park Service

Washinglon, D, C.

If the professional world has its way, many thou-
sands of collections and millions of artifacts will
cease to be avallable as collectors fearfully hide
and hoard their collections. Collecting will not
stop; it will simply go underground, and prices
will continue to soar.

GARY L. FOGELMAN
Indian-Artifact Mapazineg

Turbotville, Pennsyilvania

Owver the past 12 vears the Coquille Indian tribe
and my reseéarch group have studied their present
and past cultures in a spirit of friendship at Ban-
don, Oregon. Our project is & model of how pre-
historic studies should be done. We involve
vaolunteers, and passersby are encouraged to sift
dirt and look for artifacts at our site. Tribe mem-
bers are present at all times and participate in the
work. Last summer’'s two-week excavation coin-
cided purpoasely with the tribe's salmon bake.

Ronerra Havy

D partment of Amthropology

Chregon State Univ,, Corvailis

“Grave desecration” is often charged by seli-
appointed activists who claim prehistoric re-
mains for political, financial, or religious rea-
sons. Though some @re sincere, (o0 often
skeletons are reburied under inappropriate reli-

gious ceremonies, precluding medical study,
identification, and consultation with next of kin

who may want different disposition according to
their own faith and conscience, Remains should
be safelv stored and studied pending this identifi-
cation, not given to any self-appointed activist
who claims to speak for Native American people.
E. J. NEIMURGER
Ethnic Minority Councel of
America, Gravsiake, [llinons

In the early 1970s the city of Mitchell became
concerned about the damage done by pothunters
to remains of o prehistoric Indian village on the
shores of Lake Mitchell. Steps were taken to pro-
tect the eaght-acre site; a national historic land-
mark.: We organized a preservation society soon
after that. The area has been fenced and signed,
archaeological projects undertaken, and a pres-
ervation center built to displav artifacts, a recon-
structed earth lodge, and information on the
stience of archasology, This makes the fascinat-
ing story of these early people of 900 vears ago
come alive to thousands of visitors each year.
Through cooperative efforts we have stopped
wanton destruction. May we supgest the same
efforts to others who wish to ensure the future
of the past.

AtpreyY M. KINSELLA

Mitchell Prehistoric fndian

Village Presevvation Society

Mitchell, South Dakoin

Faulkner’s Mississippi

This is the work of & literary jeweler. Willie Mor-
ris may not rank with Faulkner in myth and leg-
end, but he approaches him in understinding
their shared southern world

A C. GREENE
[allas, Texas

The article (March 1989) proved that one of the
great facets of literature, particularly in Faulk-
ner's case, is that it stands up to the test of time
and will alwayvs mirror life. By grouping together
old and new photographs, this point was proved
quite elegantly. Too often we are treated to mr-
brushed, Hollywood-style glossy portraits that
create 8 huge distance between the reader and the
author. Faulkner's world never vanished tnto
obscurity, but lives and breathes.

JouN LANE

Baltimore, Maryland

I note the quote from Faulkner's Sarforis:
“Some Homer of the cotton felds should sing

National Geographic, July 1980



Why wait for expert

fabric care?

S Wi s I e

Whirlpool has it today:

The diy may come when every washer will help vou
take expert care of all your fabrics. But it your
laundry can't wait that long, Whiripool hasa
washerwith all the choices vou need todiay

Our electronic control panel is the key to this
innovative washer We didn't add electronics just
for their high-tech look. We added them because
they're so flexible and easy to use

First, set the water level for vour load. Even big
loads will get really clean, Use Pre-Wash, Soak, and
Super Wash 10 help with tough stains and heavy
fabrics. Care for delicates with Gentle, And let
Permanent Press and Regular/Heavy do the rest

Six temperature combinations for wash and
rinse let vou match every Eabric. You can also
lengthen or shorten the time of wash cycles. Add

extra rinse cycles, And dispense bleach and fabric
soltener automatically,

Wi stand behind every Whirlpool™ washer
with aur toll-free, 24-hour Cool-Line™ service 1o
answer your questions. Just call 800-253-1301. And
if theres ever a problem, over 5,000 factory-
authorized Whirlpool service centers are trained
and ready 1o help

So why wait for a quality washer that helps
you care for vour clothes like an expert?

Whirlpool has
it todin

Quality you
can count on...today
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[ was ol brought up on American literature, bhut
nrst-discovered the truth of Amenca's peart In
Faulkner's novels, In 1972 when I was in the ag-
Rcyiture ministry in Vietnam, 1 had translated
into Vietnamese “A Rose for Emily” to intro
luce Faulkner to Vietnamese readers. | arddoared
iy novels, which expressed the capactiy o en
ortune, and injustice, then
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enclure agnin. That 15 a fundamental virtue of
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Having just returnedd from a trip to Antarctica, |
had an intense interest in the aren. But 1
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coulrd not get past the breakfast menw. | expect  Frans Lanting climbed into the mud and resctied

the publication of the Soclety to be informative one of fuee shranded P f1 CHhirers are nol 3o fortu-

i written in & scholarly manner. I really don' nate, Fhey leave the beaches o avoild Detng

are what the authoer had for breakfast ericshed bw larger seals, only to perizh in dedp
EUGENE V. KOSE0 e el loios

Verdt, Syevada
Above China

Creorg Lerster' s extraordinary photogriaphs of

sirce II";- 1w ||l| 15 | ST NE '-'.Il I ™ ||' '.'tll].lh
pered species, vou might want to ncourage pho B _ _ _
iographers to give a fellow mammal s helping China testify 1o Lthe '||‘.r.'r'.-:|1|*|u'-~-|l1 ||Jr.'u. 5 Lsg
of her land formillennia. Once, when asked what

hand every so o ftenn. How ¢an someone just i : e
contrast he found between Italy and the U, &

watch an elephant seal fall in 2 mudhale and in
sensitively tnke its picture (Dage 36417 the art historan Leonardo Olschki obiserved that
M SEMMEN America seemed so untouched by human hands
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ADD TO YOUR
RECREATION

DODGE GRAND CARAVAN. podge
Grand Caravan is the giant-size vearsion
of America’s first and only front-wheel
drive minivan, With an extra 25 cubic feat
inside, it's more than big enowgh for fun-
loving families. And Grand Caravan han-
dies it all with a car-like feel, and available
features like a 3.0L fuel-infected V-6 and
aelectronic 4-speed Ultradrive aufomatic,
the most advanced [ransmission you can
buy. Plus, there's cur exclusive 7 year or
70,000 mile Protection Plan® The 1989
Dodge Grand Caravan. A great way fo
increase your recreation room. F g, )

K doroooce™

: T BFREOARANCT D ey OF CHAYEL M® MOTTRE
®
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HOME STUDY COURSES

findergaren through Sth OGrade. High-quality,
fed tenchems at ot sk =='-_;"i' e sl Shccees
i easy with explicit, step-by-step instnetion
All materialy included. Seart wny timme. Lised Iy
0 O] sruddenits sn over 80 yoars. Mon=profnt

Ecpusl oppormuniey. Fully accredited. Whrice or call
ST - IR TR TR

CALVERT SCHOOL

Foaruddiskhed (89T (3] b 2456070
Clepe. NTH, Toscany Bl Baltiomwore, MDY 211N

AUTHORS WANTED
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER

A well known New York subsicy book pub
nsher 1s searchng {or mansseripis worthy
of pobliention. Fietion, non-fHotion, poetry,
juveniles, travel, selenlific, spocializod and
even conlroversial subjects will be consid
ered. If vou huve o book length manuserip
ready [of publicetion lor sare still workinge
el L), mred would Hke more inflormation and
i free booklet, please writo
VANTAGE PRESS, DEFPT. NA
ald W, 34ih SL, New York, N.Y. 1000]

UNITED

Give
till it helps.

What would the Italian have said of Europe if he

had seen these photographs of China?
LEoNARD B. KIMBERELL
Fortlond, Oregon

Ihe photograph on page 299 shows patterns of
shafts for subterranean aqeeducts, “thought by
mast scholars to have orfmnated in Persia more
than 2,000 vears ago.” In his book Blind White
Figh m Perzia, Anthony Smith describes these
channels still being buill in Fran. They have the
SAme names as in Anjang. “ This type of water
channel i2 defimitely Persian in origin and was
anginally called kaves. Polybius [refers] to them
in describing the wars of 200 5.¢."

BEN KING

Washmpeton, D,
One photograph (pages 296-7) shows 8 cement
plant blessing the land with alkali dust that coun-
teracts the effects of acid contaminants. Obvi-
ously the land around the plant is benefiting from
the so-called dust burden, evidenced by the green
grass and foliage. There 15 n parallel to our own
northeastern U, 5, and eastern Canada, where
there has been a clomor to clean up the environ-
ment, The Environmental Protection Agency
has added to the problem of acid rain by shutting
off alkah dusts from cement plants

STEWART 5 FRITTS

Houiton, Texas

Small-Town America

We of Glaspow, Missourl, were distressed at
vour characterization of our river community
*Manhattan-stvle graffiti,” indeed. Shortly af-
ter publication last February (page 193), the graf-
fit1 quietly disappeared from the library wall—in
[act, from the town. Could vou come back and
lambaste our riverfront? Then our historic, pic-
turesque community will be near complete

WiLLIAM |. MEYER

Ciasgotee, Missours
Geographica
Your stummary of new data on Olmec life should
have credited the La Venta Archacological Proj-
ect's director Rebecca Gonsaler Lavch and
Mexico's Mational Institute of Anthropology and
History, Begun in 1985, the research hos made
mani exciting discoveries and saved that ancient
Ulmec city and its stone monuments from mmi-
nent destruction by industrial and urban growth

Davin C, GROVE

L partment of Anthropology

Cinrversity of fllinoes, Urbang

Yational Geogrophic Magozine, Box 37448,
Waskington, D). C. 20013, and should include
semder’s address and Leleghone namber, Not all
[etlers can be wied. Those that are will often be
edrled aid r'Il'-"?'!':'.'r'.'.I'

National Geographic, July 1958
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FROM SEA TO SHIN
SUCCEED IS PART OF




NG SEA, THE WILLTO
HE AMERICAN SPIRIT.

The Instant you become an Amencarn, whether

iy DiIrth o by choice, you are guaranteed a particuiar
rTﬂﬂJDr* that 5 nownere mentioned in the
Constitution, but In fact flows from it

YO are guaran L—Fﬂj thie Fn:—H"-*-. § r_r:- SLUcreed,

YOU are free 1o dreaim your own dream of success,
to studly, to work, to create and discover and Build,
O yoursell and your chisdren, the Success Vol Want,

:'Jur deen behef in that idea is one reason that
our company — Citicorp and Citibank— has grown to
become by far the nation's langest financial services
oroganization

For over 175 years, our freedom to innovate. to
ceate new financial ideas and services, has led to an
unbroken line of inftiatives allowing us to help
countiess millions of individuals,

Today, more Arnencans are pursuing college
education and graduate degrees with help mom us
than from any other pnvate Imjur

More are 4u—m g what they want with the heip of
MasterCard® and \Visa cands from Citinank than
Tom any other compary.

And mare Amencans who once dieamed of “some
day” owning their own homes now own therm, or are
buying them, with help from Croctep and Cibbank.

‘Meanwhile. here at home and in 90 other coun-
tries, Citicorp and Citibank serve over 25,000, 000
CUSTEIMers, companies and QoVerTaments, i every
IMaior worid marketpiace.

Wean neip _-,':"l O YOUI COMmpany, acieve sUress
here and abroad

vwhether you get To know us as Litcorp or
Liofank, we d like you o get o Know Us Detter,

CITICORP®

BECAUSE AMERICANS WANT TO
SUCCEED, NOT JUST SURVIVE,

.l.i'

-
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When all those microwave lunches and
dinners start to taste like Sithenan cook-
ing school, liven them up with a little
Lowsiana accent. The one and only
1abasco® brand pepper sauce.
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AQUICK RETURN
FOR YOUR
INVESTMENT.

I he reason so many people invest in a Toyota
Corotia LE is that it gives you s0 much in assets
Like a powerful I6-valve engine for rapid acceler-
ation. front-wheel drive. and legendary Toyota
reliability. Best of all. Corollas have the type of
resale that can prove to be a valuable com-
moaily in the long run. as well So why not
nvest in a Tovota Corolla, today? Because
you stand everything to gain

A 36-month/36000-mile basic new vehicle
limited warranty with no deductible and no
transfer fee applies to all components other
than normal wear and maintenance items

Call -300-GOTOYOTA for more information
and the location of your nearest dealer
et More From Life... Buckle Up!

TOYOTA QUALITY

WHO COULD ASK FOR ANYTHING MORE!

S RS Tovota Motor Sabes US AL Inc



I HE IDEA came with a bana
just a vear ago, Editor Bill
Lyarreit. notine that th

neentennial of the French
Revalution coincided with prep-
parations by the European Con
munity for further integratuon in
1992 zaid, *We'll never have s
el ter moment 0 devole &l
entire 1ssue to France.” Alors!
(Juickly we mobilized: More

than a score of pholographs
| and writers were dispatched,
and during the next nin
| manths, assisted by Claudine
Ripert in Pans, crisscrossed the
nearly Texas-sizge nation by air
¢ Senior

Erain, autd, and Hicy
\esiztant Editors Tohn Putman
and Mary Smith, who coordi-
niated the tssue, - recall, ""Uhar
tepnm found the French less dloal
than reputed, upbeat, and Keen
on getting an American view of

Lheir [1ves and their countn
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