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ON BOTH SIDES OF THE WALL

Article and photographs by
HOWARD SOCHUREK

UST BELOW our hovering helicopter, the

ramparts of the Berlin Wall eleft the city,

sepurating families, a people, world pow-

ers, and, where they plowed a concrete

furrow through cemeteries, even the dead
[rom the dead.

Col. Richurd H. Feérriter, Chief of Staff for
the United States Commander, Berlin, pointed
to o section with both inner and outer walls

“That sandy area between them is called
the ‘death strip,” ™ he said. It was late after-
noon, and East Berlin workmen under guard
were carefully raking the sand and checking
the trip wires. They were watched by wildd-
looking dogs tethered to long runmng lines
One of the animals lunged furiously upward
at our craft, his bark drowned in the clatter
aof blades g3 we swung awny

At the foot of o small street, Boshgraben-
wee, an ugly new mushroom was sprouting—
a d0-footl concrete watchtower. It stands next
to a ramshackle wooden structure thrown up
it 1961 when the German Democratic Repub-
lie, the Communist state that rules in the
Soviet rone of defeated Nael Germany, 1m-
prisoned its own people by building this wall

As our chopper zigged and zagged along
the twisting course of the barfer (next two

pages), the citv below unrolled a tapestry of
its history. Guards idled nt the grassy mound
covering Hitler's bunker, the underground
shelter where the Filhrer's dream finglly end
eel in suiclde. The Brandenburg Gate, emblem
of imperinl Berlin, seemed as old and wormn
as Stonehenge in the evening light. Just inside
West Berlin, the famous Reichstag was being
restored: 37 vears ago the Nazis destroved il
by fire. They saddled the Communists with
the blame and gained emergency powers that
ended piarfiamentary governmen

I reflected on an ironv: Berlin began life
some 800 vears ago as a divided city—a trid-
ing town called Kolln on a sandy island in
the Spree River, and a riverbank settlement
nnmed Berdin, As the settlements graw, thes
were comnected by a brnidge

Even in this early seedtime, when the twao
small communities bickered with each other
hut shared & common meeting hall, the ab-
clent town had a modern political outlook. It
was poverned by the Morgrave of Branden
bure as a part of the Mark, one of several
horder regions used as buffers against the
threat of Slavic incursions from the East

For 500 vears Berlin grew under the rule of
the Hoheozollerns. The second of that line
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'SCAR ON THE FACE OF A CITY,
the Berlin Wall bars the path to
freedom for East Berliners. This
floodlit stretch, one of several “death
strips,” holds special terrors. To reach
the border of West Berlin, foreground,
refugees must run a gantlet of lank traps,
trip wires, police dogs, watchtowers, and
sentries whose orders are to shoot to kill.
East Germany's Communist rulers in 1961
clamped West Berlin in a vise of concrete
and barbed wire, claiming the need to keep
“revenge-seeking politicians and agents of
West German militarism” from Red territory.
Actually they imprisoned their own people,
stemming the flow of millions to the West.
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imaps, opposite]. The East Germans control
the access, and they make life difficule. Noth
casy here. MNothing 15 simple. When
vou live here for g while,

INE LS
vou leanrn 1o throw
[Ne SHIEans Lwas
n student who acterd as
n West Herlin
ng the next two months of FeEporiing on both
sitles of the Wall, I was ta learn the truth of

s statement

Bernd Lucht was

my interpreter and g [
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[t was 10 venrs almost to the ilas
had last visiter] Wiest
Tempelhofl, Berlin's busiest airfield. our jet

skimmed blocks of chimmne Vel FoaiTops, then
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know of few metropohitan arens

|I|-'--'II' tiaxied 1o the terminal. ane of the orlcd's
largest bulldings, and we debarked under its
protective overhang

Ten vears ngo the oty still had a bombed-
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rUFMGrstendamm
West Prospers Pespite Isolation

[ strolled
Rudamm.” the citv

Fxelusiv

A= 15 the custom of Rerliners
night down the c oTent
WL Wiy shiops limed its sy triffc
lanes, briehily ilummated Wwilh vapar Limps

I passed o Méroed

es-Benz showroom, an-
other for Opel, others for Fint, for Volkswag
en. Most offered immediate delivery of the
modliel of vour choice

Restagrants
crowded with swinging mini-skirted students
and Lheir

with open-air tables were

prosperoysly dressed elders—the
pre-theater dinner crowd. One diner wiis on-
ovine 8 huee ilessert L0 el with MRS o
whipped c¢ream Berlin had chanved into a

eautibully

hindsome, restored, and glam-
arous city with o tempo not unlike that of New
York and a charm thod Fermiihded me of Mards
lut there were important differences

Fhe familiar egrit of the West
shored up by 1 gssuringe polemics and heavs

subEidies

Berliners;
RSIATRIAREL retiaung 8 remarcknhble
virtie, bt the voune poilile bre restivie and
are leaving. The Esst Berliners. T waos
to fined, are making the best of & bad sityation
Ruled by a regrme they dislike, under house

LRI Hg"

arrest in their own countiy, East (véermans

hove decided between work andd tlesoadr: thes
ave bullt an econann that now rank nmoneg
the world's lop industriad powers despite th
fact that their country 15 onlv aboutl the iz
of Lo, And it is growing stroneer. Eaist Ber-

lin is |||r.'_! SOWCase -].lll' 11yt el II."I.'.1,;| THE
done 1 work

It 1= not easy for o Western
pecially an American, to pass through that
wall for uny length of time. The United States
does nol recopnize Walter Ulbricht’s German
Democratic Republic. 1 was fortunate. how-

m that the (DR was a

pOLL Lo o |l.'|.l:'-'-':|.l'
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Berlin, a city divided

pozes CENTER of the cold war, Berlin is

split by = 28-mile ‘wall of concrele mnd
harbed wire: Here the Tron Curtain, hard and
visibile, snapped shut it 1961, Life an both sides
af the Wall affects a veneer of glamor and pros-
perity, with operas, symphonies, theaters, parks,
and museums. The Wall has stabilized East
Berlin's population, but West Berlin's contin-
ues to decline. To get out—for a woekend of
forever—West Berliners must ¢ross 110 miles
uf Bostile tetritory by air, riil, or on autobahns
closely guarded by East Germany

A token Allled parrison of 12,750 men—
French, British, American—still ocoupies West
Herlin and guarantees its freedom. In East Ber-
litg the East German Army and Ruassian troops
back up the “Vopod,” short for Velkspolizer
{People’s Policel

WEST BERLIN. AMEA: |85 square miles. POPLULA-
TrOM: 65,00 ECONOMY: Electrical erpuipment,
(et o] bt ngeen, peecissan toaly, machinery, cloth-
b, il 1 hembcals

EAST BEmLIN, eapital of the German Democriatic
Mepublic (Kmst Germanyl AREA: 156 squire miles.
POPULATION: | 082 000 ECONOMY: Friul process
ing, elecirical  equipment, chemicaly, machinery,
CLIMATE (hath sectarsy, Janunry wyerage 300 F | July
54" F.; annuad precipitathon 13 inches.
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Showesse for Communism, the 40-block city center al Alexanderolate was b ¢ rushed to completion

for the 20th anniversary of the German Democratic Republic at the time of the author's visit Druring the
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its 20th IIIFI'I||._'1_'-.. and Lhrough its tourist of
nee, :|'l' ]';:.l.'|:-|.'|.l'.]||l. Il o3 :Ir_'ll Is -E:.ur-.' Lo I

Even so, gettine there was complicated
P he Reisebiiro granted me a visa stom pied
with port of entey and departure: Schinefeld
virport, on the outskirts of East Berlin. Since
there I no air traffic between West and Eas
Lrormuany, | went to Copenhimen—the neare«
newtral airport-

schonefeld, where ms

chanped planes. and Aew Lo

Yied WAs wWilting ].II

o West Berlin, T went through the
LEEA R |.||||.|-.'|_--|- INn reverse

Mist  cloaked
whined down to a landing on

CInlivioys

relirt
sthonefeld as my plane
1 cold spring
MOrning locks of
sneep cropped the worn winter grass between
v chitll of the spirit

the runwavs, ¢y on Li gy

swweemed 1o mal ' Lhe mood of the season

] Was met on arrivad v an dtirc i vhe YOI NneE
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who had been assigned by the Reisebiivo Lo
wiut. They helped me clear cos
tomas mnd, chatting about their bie and times
cleared away some of the gloom 1 [ell

patieE me @

“1 am a medical student at Humbaoldt Uni-
versity,” Tirgen told me “I'm helping Lo pas
w way by interpreting. Trouwdi s o student
at Humboldl too—lanesunees, >he ts luent in
both English and Russian.”
(har car, dan ancient Crech Talra provided

High stvle spices life for East Berliner
Rita Pohl, a 2 I-vear-old model at the State
Fashion Instilute Easl
producing gquality elothes for export to East.
ern Europe, But fashions made and sold
locally cost more than those in the Yest
Frivately facbories
amang the ffraction—a mére 6 percent—iao
East (Germanys otitside
el OWHEESp

Ceermany leddds (6

owned sarment count

enterprises  still

by the Retseturo coughed itz way onto a new
four-lane highway, As we neared Alexander-
platz (pages 8-9), the traditional center of old
Berlin, 1 thought briefly | had fmled to cross
the border and was still somehow in the West
New buildings were going up on both sides of
the road, pmong them a new hotel, the Sladt
Berlin, due for completion in carly 1970 Next
iy It & 1. 185-fool television tower supported
a revalving restourant offering views of both
East nnd West Berlin (pages 6 and 14

Students Paid by the State

The Berolina hotel, where 1 staved, 1= al-
My room was smadl boat clean and
well furmished in Damsh modern. Ovwver the
built-in table radio came the famailiar voice ol
the Armerd Forces Network, broudeasting tn
Englizsh from West Berlin,

“Thats how we practice our Enghlish,”
Traudi told me thar evening at dinner. “We al-
z0 receive three TV channels from the West."

Jitrgen, born 1943, the son of o Berlin
tuilor, tecalls nothing of the greal war. After
i -||I:|'J|Ll_j!'-r'-'|"|| army tour aof thrée vears, he
entered medical school. He will not graduate
= 28, and then faces hve vears ol
specialized trmaning belore he enters practics
ile, he and Traudi, ke all other stu
dents in East Germany, are being paid by Lthe
stutle while they attend school

“My allowance = 325 marks a month, and
Traudi'sis 245, That gives us a family mcome
of 314250.% But
costs only $5.50 4 month. We are saving for o
st Volkswapen, which will cost between
4000 and 5,000 marks. The wmting time (o

MIOEE e

unul e

Wennw

pur wo-room  aparcment

it 15 two years:

Tirgen and Traudi represent a new géneri-
Crermany; they
maturty since the erection of the Wall an
since Walter Ulhricht. the T6o-vear-old leader

of the socmlist sate, ntroduced  eConommic

Hon in East have come (o

Al S currency equivatents in this aetidly are hased
oty the official exchange rate that prevaiked ot the time of
the audlssr's visit—feur ks o the desdla






Berlin, on Both Sides of the Wall 13

reforms in 1963 that have led to a relative
prosperity. Those reforms have more than a
little of the capitalist idea in them, even if the
terminology differs. Jirgen expressed what
seems o be the view of the new society, the
post-Wall society, when he told me:

“We have learned to nccommodate, to
make it as pleasant as possible for ourselves
And there is a certain pride in accomplish-
ment. When yvou achieve something after end-
less difficulty, after starting from scratch, you
take pride in it. This makes living not only
possible; 1t can make it even worthwhile.”

Resilience n Key to Survival

Conversations with members of the older
generation also proved enlightening.

Eric Wittum was born in Berlin in 1904
and has lived there ever since. “I'm a native
Berliner, not a rucksack Berliner,” he told me
when we met. Mr. Wittum 5 obviously a man
of great resience to have survived to age 65
in a tense, troubled. demolished, and then
divided Berlin.

His socinlist credentinls are impeccable. In
1920 he joined the Communist Youth Organi-
zation of Germany, as did so many young
peaple in & bitter, defeated nation, Two vears
later he went on to become o member of the
Communist Party of Germany: this was only
four vears after a voung man named Ulhricht
hae helped found it. Mr. Wittum and his
voung wife live in a comfortable four-room
apartment in the Pankow district of East
Berlinn We settled ourselves around a table
piled with oranges and chocolates, and sipped
hot tea while we talked,

“For 44 vears,” he said, “T have been the
chief of the print shop at the Deutsche Staats-
oper, the State Opera Hitler's friend Her-
mann Goring saved me from being sént to
war—nol because he liked me but because he
liked the opera: I only saw Hitler there once.
Except for a few months, the opera performed
practically every night, all during the war,
even during the bombings. In 1943 and 1944
we printed all programs with instructions on
where to go when an air raid started.

“fach vear from 1935 until 1943, Gormg
gave a huge party at RKarinhall, his estate
about 30 miles north of Berlin. It was named
after the first of his two wives. There were
usually 1,000 puests—plus 50 or 60 of us from
the opern. We provided the atmosphere. The
extras were dressed as hunters and walted
on tables.

“During the last days of the war, Goring
wanted to show hiz wealth and prestige by
heaping great mounds of scarce foods on the
tables. Our people came back with their
pockets stuffed full—they grabbed handfuls
of evervthing when no one was looking ™

Mr. Wittum has a vivid memory of the
Russian entry into the city in April 1945,

“T was walking down Dunckerstrasse,” he
told me, “carrving a-Schlackwurst wrapped in
a newspaper, when 1 saw two very grimy
Russinn soldiers coming toward me, their
rifles slung across their bodies ‘Stod! Sted!”
thev shouted. ‘Stop! Stop!” Then they grabibed
for my watch nand my sausage. There was
nothing I could do but hand them over

“Being a member of the Communist Party
didn’t help,” Mr. Wittum said. “In fact, there
were 8 number of Communists in Germany
at the time, and none of us received any par-
ticular favors from the Soviets”

Memories of Bitter Dayvs Linger Un

The Russians took a great deal more than
watches and sausages. They carried off entire
machine factories, automobile works, chen-
cal and power plants, everything down to
cattle and timber, stripping the eastern pari
of the shattered Reich of fully 50 percent af
ite incdustrial capacity. Some industries, such
is those producing plyvwood, precision ma-
chinery, and optical instruments, lost more
than 70 percent of their plants. The value of
dismantled properties, profits, and goods di-
verted to Russia totaled between 10 and 12
hillion dollars. In contrast, the shattered econ-
omy of West Germany soon began to receive
huge infusions of American funds, part of the
Marshall Plan's program to restore economic
health to Western Europe

Cathedral in the round, St Hedwig's in East Berlin fills with warshipers for Sunday
Mass Gutted by wartime bombs, the church wedrs a new marble intenor; a ceniral
taircase leads to lower chapels Fast German churches do not speak out against the
state. The government, in tum, now exempts consclentious ohjectors (rom military
service and no loneer juils pastors for sedition, It also sanctions some religious holidays

sl assists with the reconstruction of historic charches.
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Nimeteenth-century sanctuary of art and leaming, Museum Tsland in =jiree Kiver s
il War 1. Now o the Fast, thi WVie—uor (3 vlu
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unrestored. Some see irany in the cross of red et

Mciures of the atdience responding to it
A stronger indictment of the Nazis lies not
LAl AW ]|I| ' thrichil Fovernment, as part
of i1s propagands, pavs fastidiouns attention
to the details of the Niazi ern. The infamous
concentration camp calléd Sachsenbhausen lies
i half-hour drive to the north of the ey, T
mamntained as a memorial. On Sundays, voung
Fast Berliners flock there, ong with tourists
from the Soviet Union, Hungary, Czechoslo-

vink i oo Poland
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LEIEVISION TOWET, [rhdEe

the miheistic stale | holisand

Fhe statistics are trulv appalling. Betwoes
1956 and 1345, the Nazis herded 200,000 per
into - the undesirabiles,
Jews, and captured Russian soldiers; 100,000

1A Camp—niitici
ol them were killed -'_'-_1. shooting o hanmng
(ff 20,000 Russian prisoners brought here,

| 8,000 ered,

Wene meri
lurgen Toft and [ drove to Sachzenhinsen
I afternoon. A gra
mist hune over the camp as we arrived. Built
in the form of a huge walled triangle about

FRINY  SuUncay

cdrly oOfE

tastes of Frederick the Ceroaf

with French foor plans and named i

Summer retreat of 8 Prussian ruler, Schloss Sunssouct bespeaks the Frendl

In the 174iYs he desiened the Tooocn residerice

asthe Without Care.” Tourists by th

vigit the palace In Potsdam, outside West Berlin in Enst Germpany

1000 feet long on each sade, 11 5HS 1 & MINEY
forest. On each corner of the triangle and #
regular intervals along the wall are watch
towers that once housed Hitler's elite guard,
the Sehutzstaffel. On all sides today 1 saw
Russian soldiers, members of the occupation
army

Prisoniers wWiere

now living in the former 35 barracks
jnartered communally in
nne-cstary frame barracks 100 feet lone and A0
feet wicle. Aronind a roll-call sguare, 86 such
barracks were arranged in the shape of a fan
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I addition. the trangle also cant e i e

hamber, execution pits, a Cremalorinm, wndg
hospital bharracks
iL the entra P stands o

L osdd jn e oy the

musewin that recalls its grim history: In o
; gre hundreds of gold teetl
irom victims of the Naxi
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one of Fast Berlin's
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Cysaka and Takao Liikve
Ihroughout Eastern Europe, hotel restan
rant facilities are limited and thus constantls
overcrowiderd I | |i||'
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“Uhar Japanese
Very Imaginnlive,
Fast Germoan machines are imaginative, hut
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LBy must use Russian steel
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Ciermany, and earns 3605 n month

In per capita produchon, East
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O his last day before retiremen!
|-'--:-.;.::' ol id i technecian Al
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cover most expenses, rent, :
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If 1 oo, 1 shal]l probably modidy them gncd adil
Aeel where needed, 1 would then end

TER th excellent machines ™

He told me ol other Japanese Dasinessmien
m East Germany, selling computers

Make no mistaks bt it the East Crer-
mians. whatever the political price, are muan
aginge o very rational economy, To run it the
newd] sophisticated caleulating and automnled
machinery invented, built, and sold by th
West, The Russians cannot help them much
Lhew are busy Irving o if ||| themselves. Bul
wwerden And :.I;-.:! arcl ofhet couniries can
help them. Whether this will lead eventually
to a political change, o mere DUSINEsSSTNAN
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Casnal Companions a la Carte

.I"-'i'- CINET talile |-.:'|-|. [ 3TN T6 T4 TS T h |..|'I
| Wils i once by o voung -.'.!:-_'.I:i--l | 0N
A ngdebiure. on his way 1o Moscow 1o nexot
ate A trade agreement 1Tor hiis emplover, Lhe
tiute-owned Magdeburg Plastics Faclor

*Almost [ FCETIL O w it my pland miakes
eors Lo Russia,” he sald. “And in return we
receive credits. With the credits we buy Volga
.|'.|'|'-"|"'I'| S5 1 |'|.|'|" "-I LURESIen. iTOn [ hikd
OLDET Fawy TMUERLerls 15 'lll'-'| realire thal whien
Fast Germiany wits Tormed, it had nothing
but manpower. With no Ruhr or Sanr Lo g
e cond or steel. we had (o rely on the skills of

ir people. 'We had to butld our econom)

(rom the sround ap. and that gives a person
nride, whalever ' nolitical beljets. Arg you
on your way to Moscow, oo
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“Wo,” T sajd, extendineg my cardd, "T’'m Even thoueh T was well aware of John's
American journalist. 1 am reporting on bast polibeal orientation, | welcomed the oppor-
Berlin. Might 1 have vour card?” tunity to exchange views with him and his
His ExXpression changed noliceably wife Georpia. We miet in thelr spacious hook.
“H”rlll'-\ o s and what | =AY Are lmied apartment at 129 Foedrnichstrasse
impartant.” Antl with that he left abruptly “It's an address with a history,” Tohn said
Une evening 1 called on John Peet, an FLaook here. Ot there fn

English journalist who edits the Demosrats some say, Hitler's deputy, Muartin Bormann,

if '_':I!III'I- 1% WHere,

German Report, a povernment bulletin, i was lnst seen alive, No one really knows whal
Last Berltn, A tormer Reuters correspondent became of him; he mov be buried among
1'.|- I-.--_'_ LI [ r<omayl anad ALLEIAT _|| FELACIYs hose mulbersy i -

— T I'|‘|__ 1 I RS ) _||||_|| I|_|_|| Latoreia are <t 'I_'I'. antifasc

“To the victims ol |:r-.1'|-=|u (] TTuedbaaresann, =i Herin ]rl"||:'|.l'.14' iy |||r- Huissians e oaaviet

dedicates the memorial at the New Guard House Hotl War Memorial m East, Herlin marks th
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Herlin m 1945 Old Berliners iimd the tribute irom

CainLal. 15 the fsars

() Rus=tan Lroops camp in Enst Germany, and voungsh

A Rumaninn, she wns
Aduring the wiar and

FAsIrn
:""'Il.:_'l.l-

morisoned in the Ravenshriick concentra

.-.:-.lll lI_';.-I:II kL
FEEAL] g 1Lhe

LTern o Amil

My crime was political activism,” she said
‘More than anvthing else. I am still struck by
Lhe Wiy DOwWweT .'|';.|__I'|;|:';- popie It .{:'I-ll||ill'|_'.
COTEU LS them wihen Lhey have total control
over their fellow betngs, as in that camp. And
it's the
door wha turns out to be the viciows animal |

1l crinee if 1 hear someone

cweet, pretly blonde who Lives next

O PR

pvaged the people and the Laod

libpped home hundreds of faclories and extracted beavy reparation

‘I remember an inter-
Riudoll Frang HoOs%, com
Auschwits
hout the charge
fow
when the rmilro:nd

John interruple:
view | had with
mandant of the
VEry upsed

that he had killed 5,000 people a day

ConCeEniralionry

camp. He was

could he have, he asked,
ading that unloaded the cars could handle
anly 2000 people a dave T will never forgel
The interview was in a cell on death
wis awaiting execution. | of-

Elial,
rivw, where hi
tte. and he refused becpuse
n the windi.”

ferer him o cigare

there wias a N0 SMOKINE  SIET

The Kuwsians. best of the Albes o reach Lhe el

hTs III'I"I' I'-I'I:l." 1Fl .l"l-':J":-i-l [ he LPS 5 H ||”"
.i'I'I.I'. Pk ||".|.'|

r< stody Russinn from the L1l grade on
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John poured red wine, and we wiatched
West Berlin television while talkineg about the
Fast as it 18 today

“We have the highest standard of livine in
socialist Eastern Europe,” John said “Hun
ganans come in by the busload just to b
chicken wire, which thev can't get at hame
We have had =0 many Porles comine for (1Tl
sumer goods that we have had to impose o
1ax an tourist EXPOrts, There 15 no [UE=T01T
that the Wall has
aned presvented tha f manpower to the
West., Without the Wall., Ensi Leermrainy could
not have existed as a4 countr

“arnce [961 we have started to go forward
ior several reasons. The high standard of liv
g m the Weg
degree of Aexibility is tolerated in the matter

of IVl ||-'|.=."_'|r_-_'-]||=| BYIng

:-r::|llil.-'.'.'l| the |I-I'|'I.'|.'J: 1 AT

L=

halienges us, Second, a small

Factories emp

-

Inhumanity recalled: This et stretcher

once Wited bodies INt & crematormum ol

sachienihaysen, out=siide FEas Herlin, ane of

a thouszand concentration AMPs Sel up by
the Maeie. Here 55 troops learned technigues
Ihat lerrofzed victims of the Third Refcls
A visitor left the |-|'-..'|i.j1l at the site. now a
memorial to

DK who died at the camp

U0 people, lor example, can con
timue 1 private hands We have kept our
skilled minagers this wav ™

When I sugpested that this sounded sys
Rl :'||'|:'-.I:'-' like a capitalist idea, _=|--Iir| rn_':||_i|'||_

“Unlike those in @ o apitahist naton, our pro

tewer than

fEssOrs afe jmone the ||:J__:_'||_'-_.'_ ;'.,_“.j :":I'|'|'!' kTl
this country.” He smiled antl summed up
interview |.'_'- sdVving "I'.'n-

115

main story nere |-
that evervthing is soine well ™

Anxious Hours in o People’s Jail

|'I-I-'||||.'I-|_
une evening, wille lirgen and | were stand

ot long alterward, at about five

ing on the Elsenbhriicke—a bridee arros the
apree River
I had been photographing the sunset on the

ucks padadling  furiously to

wie wiere both arrested

river and the ¢
woid a large coal bitrge that was passing by
[ had just packed my cameras into their cases
and was walking off the bridee when a mem-
ber of the Volkspulizei-

stepped. from a ball-concealed guard post

['._-..|_|||"- Police

under the bndee and called, “Hali

The uniformed “Vopo" approached and
said, “Glve me vour credentigls!

Hirgen handed over theidentity card which
every ctizen of the GDR must carrv,
letter from the ]".l'l;-i_-l-ur:-1_-'-,|||_;||:i|;: MY fiili-

and o
Berlin, 1 presented myv United
2lates passport, compiletle with the East Ger
mith visn and the police registration stam;
the day of my arrival

“You have wviolated the people’s law."” the
Vopo zaid
N i It 1s INrojicilen 1o |||"||.I'Il.l',:ri|[||"| Lhie
border. It is forbidden to photegraph the rail-

rodicl vard.”

pose in o Enst

recorded on

‘It 13 forbidden to photopraph

."I.l.‘.'ll-.- ‘.|‘:I_ SLTeel, e |||_'|;.,i:| LN, .||||||'.||' 1K

the windows of an old six-storv apartment
buttding, They stared down at us—impassive
and impersonal Two sergeants in a dark
green Volga police car drove up; our Vopo
had obviously summoned them before he had
evien halted us

"This document from Lhe T‘tl:"r.-l:|li.3|'||.ll Hie
IARY lurgen ltensed
His face paded. He turmed to me and
remarked in nghish, “This is gettine serious.”

(e of

said coldly, “is foreed”

visibly

the =ergeantz took our credentials
-:|.f||| IZ-I.“:'-I."; -'.I'.-.'I‘.I Liy il L'-.LII |n-_'-|_ dafTnss E|=-_'
we walted there for an hoor until a
cill was returnedd

“¥ou will come with us.™

[urgen

street

andd 1 were mstructed to =it in
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the back of the police car, anid we were then
driven awny.

The police headguarters and the offices of
the Staatssicherheitsdienst—3State  Security
Service—aof the "antifascist, democratic peo-
ple’s society of the GDR™ occupy the same
erim building once used by Hitler’s 55 opera-
tives. Nothing much seemed 1o have changed
as i puard unchained the entrance gate and
we disappeared into the central courtyard.

Even before World War 11, author Franz
Kafka had described in his books the terror of
totalitarian societies. With one sergeant in
front and another hehind, we climbed a wide
creaking staircase to the third-floor offices of
the SSD. On each floor hung o huge portrait
of Walter Ulbricht, and under each of them
hung u huge red banner contaiping & simplis-
tie quote. One was “Progress Through Work
Builds Socialism.”™

They took Jlirgen away and left me stand-
ing in front of Room 3620B. Its door was se-
cured in an extraordinury manner—with two
lnose chains joined by a red wax seal. | still
huve not learned the reason why.

A Bad Time of Day to Get Armrested

That fortresshike buillding must be the most
locked place anywhere on earth. As | waited,
plainclothesmen came and went through
the many doors along the corridor, they un-
locked ench one thev entered, and faithiully
locked it amain behind them. The hallway
was weirdly lit by alternate vellow and green
funrescent tubes

After an hour, a worried Jurgen reappearerd
with a bushy-haired bespectacled man who
led us into 4 small room and left us there.

“Thev c¢luim that the seal on the Reisebiiro
document s a forgery,” Jirgen said “They
are thecking with the Foreign Ministry."”

A wpewriter in an adjacent room hegan to
clack furnously

“What a long confession they are tvping for
us)" I commented "1 wonder who's going to
et my traveler's checks and eredit cords in
the hotel ™

It occurred to me, almost from the first
moment of my arrest, that it could be many
weeks before anvone began wondering where
I wns And it might take many more weeks to
clear up the confusion

“Jiirgen,” I said, “for the first time in my life
I feel like a non-person.”

Ahout four hours after our arrest, we were

suddenly freed by the bushy-haired jailer,
who very politely informed us that had this
happened during regulnr hours, we would
have been released, of course, in &n hour, But
since it was after the normal working day, it
ook additional time to contact the concerned
persons, He hoped we understood.
We didl

Refugee From Nozis Prefers the East

Many Western observers, oting history,
believed that suppression in the East might
serve as a pressure seal and bring about an
explozion. It almost happened once,on June 17,
1953: A protest by 80 construction workmen
turned into a pationwide blood bath and left
18 Soviet soldiers. 116 People's Policemen,
and 267 demonstrators dead Afterward, 92
peaple were shot and some 1,200 others juiled.
The playwright Brecht wrote an ironic pogm
which included the lines

. .. the people
Had last the Government's confidence
Which 1t could vuly regain
By redoubled ¢fforts. Would it in

Hial case

Not be simpler &f bhe Governmend
Bissolved the prople
And rlected another!

In effect, the Wall has tried to do just that,
and not without success.

“some believe vou can't change people, but
| know you can. Here in the GDERE we have
had good response to our eforts to do so”

I was sitting in the office of Alfred Dellbeim,
mannging director of the Berlin Machine and
Tool Company (page 19). The largest of some
fiftv such plants in the GDR, it employs 2,000
men and occupies a complex of new concrele
buildings sprawled over fve acre< in the
Marzahn sectiom of East Berlin

“My own career can be considered u case
in point,” Mr. Dellheim continued. He 15 a
short, thin man with receding hair flecked
with mray. Over his neat desk bung a framed
portrail of Kard Marx, but Mr. Dellheim had
turned to the West in selecting o Swedish-
made mlerdom system.

“In 1939 1 went to England to escape the
Fascists. 1 fought in the British Army as a
sergeant—in France, Belgium, all over After
the war, in 1947, | came back to Germany
thinking that thinge might be different. 1
searched for mv parents. They had been in a






My final visit in East Berlin was with on
of the last ol iis Helmuth Woe-
werth, He 15 the distinpuished, impeccahils
managing dhirector of e hrn
Aeuke and Wegwerth, which sells s

CaMLalsts
tatloredd 1
ie-mioelel
e lenaids to hobbvists, under L
of Lenle
million doilars’
TR 1=

CHE ]‘! ETIMaYs HE [ A :l-l' ane] tiees

larindd name
The plant annually markets four
worth and realizes a 200,000
1569 production is.completely sold
ALEETIAn
machines 1 ity [actorn

“T began this plant in 1945, right after the
modestlyv,” Mr. Wegwerth told me
prospered . teal for half
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Miuze of colorimao e womdan lustrales
| nervous syvstems at a hy-

i Bast Bérlin

tENE PR I il

Enrlv-moming conference in East Ber-
lin hrings toprther Humboldt Universiiy
it% ariel the gynecoloey Bl

1'|-J.||:. PR iify :I-I il 10 SWiesd -lll:-il.-..

TR T hey created the Free Untversimy in
| ihddd: thres AT g bo @ Envoredd
HARuEl ifi ROEE® 1 fresliessdirs s A
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It Ive A minmum monthly stipeod
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million doliars wis

ownershin was made with the: stale

ViESLITIENRTL Ol 1:'I!'| C COmn
'_!|'-|;r|'|| |'..| | ||_'. the sbaile dand |i..1.ii. |I:'- [Tl =il
Fhat enabled us to build the new

'L -!|.'|-|‘||-[.-_|::' 11 | g

plant whach
'here are aboul
Lol b Ehis
Out 1t 1= Al

|'..:'||-|
thirty plants in the s1ze with o
nublic mix

In four or five vears, even

IRLeritn solu
thing will be

pEIVILe
ELoaT
enlirely state ownedd

“Wi

o Y

handle non-Communist markets our
hut the state buvs for any markets in
soCialist countries

| asked Mr. Weawerth to account for the

boom i the GDIR






II:||r1-|--|[_|!. view o the West bisiks alin Uinter dere Lanclen

principal avenue of the prewar caputdl s now of LoinmmE
Fost Herlire The Beclin Wall, foreground, hokts Craflne TR |
Branclenlwre (ol Lhe oifv'= trinmphal | Sth-century . enirvas
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WWe wre Giermans,” he satd stmply, *Thiz boom can be attrnibuted Lo
the Crerman mentality and o the indestructible aptimism of the Ger-
man spiril. We have had to accommodate to many: Kinds of govern-

ment, butl the only measure of meril 15 aecomplishment

'hat expressed in a generdl wiay something [ felt strongiy in Bas
Berlin—und [ Jeft with an opinion, if not a conviction, thut the East
RBerliners do not belong to Walter Ulbricht, in spite of his Wall, or 1o
the Soviel forces that eccupy their ¢lty, but more and more 1o them-

selvies as part of o rsinge, if separate, German state

Many Crech Tourists Decide Mot to Go Home

I the West, I went bArst 1o Marenfelde, follGwing the more Lhat
three million East Germans who hard voted with their feet and fied to
the Weslt before 1961, 1 lound the center Il:".:l|lll.f'.| largely by elder]y
persons from Past Germany, whom the state lets wo o= Habillities, and a
number of Czech tournists who had defected

“The Czechs, too, will have to banld 3 wall oF this Keeps up, saidd f
woman receptionist “More than 40,000 have come into West Germany
inee the Russians marched into their country, Here's one now, ™

v\ middle-aped moan wearing a green felt jacket knocked gently at the
slitling glass door of the receptionist’s office

“He left in his hunting jacket, and that's about all he has

She went to answer his gquery, and | was called al the same time into

"Ser "Crnchoalovikia, the Dream and the Brality,” by Edward § Linehan, NATIONAL
CGroGHAFHIC, Feliruary 166
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the office of the man who iz in charpe of Tini-
son between the camp and the city of Berlin
He asked that his nome not be used.

“Neither my name nor that of any of the
refugees

“¥es," he said in answer to my question,
“people still rick their lives to come over the
Wall, but not so many. Only & few score are
able to make it now ench vear, You have seen
the improved Wall—it is like Alcatraz or
Devil’s Telanc.

“In ull, we get about 5,000 escapers n vear
from all over, and have an average of about
00 in residence here, month in and month
out. ‘We have 60 apartments in three large
buildings. After a time here they go on by
air to the West."

Escapers Employ Amuazing Tactics

The official told me about some of the
more famous escapes across the Wall

“There was the circus performer,” he remi-
nisced, “who, with help from a relative on the
western side of the Wall, ssmply strung n tight-
rope and walked over on it Another man had
a friend in West Berlin who ran one of those
carth-moving shovels, This friend drove his
machine up to the Wall and dropped its hig
bucket over on the east side The refugee
jumped in, the shovel wus clamped shut, and
he swung 1o safety as o hail of bullets pinged
harmlessly off the steel sides.”

“What do most refugees want when thev
arrive*”

“Right now, it's bananas We had a lud
who came over about o month ago, He almost
did not make 1—across the death strp and
up the Wall, where he hit one of those eviin-
tlers thiat his been instidled to mll at a toach.
They call that route the Todeslanf, or death
run. His brother was waiting for him and
pulled him over. He wanted bananas, and
when he got here, he sat down and ate seven
of them"

Uwver the vears, 64 East Germans are known
to have died trving to fee over the Wall,

The rules of movement between East andl

West are a crazy patchwork. Any Western
solther—American, British, or French—may
witlk in and out of East Berlin without hin-
drunce, search, or seizure, just as any Russian
soldier may freelv enter West Berlin. But an
Fast Berlin citizen may not leave his side of
the city, and except for air travel o West Ber-
liner an leave only by passing through the
territory, and the red tape, of the German
Dremocratic Republic, When the GDR or the
Soviets find it convenient, they can isolpte all
2,163,000 West Berliners in a matter of min-
utes. That is why assurances from the West
wre S0 important

"Right out there,” said Klaus Schiitz, the
Mayor of West Berlin ipreceding page), “is
where John F. Kennedy made his famous
Yeh bin et Berfiner’ speech” He motioned
toward the balcony of hic second-floor office
in Schoneberg Town Hall, overlooking the
town-hall square.

Today, a Friday, was market day, and the
arcd below the balcony was crowded with
tarmers and tracks. Their farnis, surprisingly,
lie within the borders of West Berlin itself,
mostly on the northwestern outskirts of the
city. Housewives strolled past the stands,
buying fruits and flowers, fresh egas, cheeses,
antl newly plucked fat chickens.

Berliners Remember |LF.K. and His Yow

When President Kennedv made his “T am a
Berhner” speech on June 26, 1963, the square
was jammed with cheering West Berliners. It
wis a memorable and dramatic moment, a
vivid reassurance that the West had not for-
gotten them. Nor have the Berliners fargotten
the man who gave itt The square is now
named the John-F.-Kennedy-Plutz

“1t 15 natural that we sometimes feel for-
gotten,” saitl Maver Schiitz, “The Wall has
increased our sense of isolation. For many,
the constant inconvenience and harassment
connected with road travel, and the limited
amount of space 1o move about in, make it
more comfortable to leave than to stay, The
voung especially have heen leaving, even

Weleome sight to all he passes: Touching, or even seeing, a chimney swenp dssares
goud luck, says an old German superstithon, West Bedin sweep Peter Poetzsch prefers
safe, hard headgedar to the traditional top hat of his trade. In his untonized and difficult
Job, he goms slightly more than the average wage of $200 o month. To aid his isolated
city, West Germany sends in preferential government orders for goods and subsidizes
inchistries and citizens to the equivalent of almost & billon dollars & vear.

weliba ssinting ) W @3
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Control Council. 1 hnt ended b
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months old, was idped by Pucker Puss. a

vear-old female Tull of complexes gnd inhibi

tions. However. by the time Pucker arrmved a
Cadimp, Cocto Was Devond enjoving her oom

He was as near death as an antmal can

Hrny
b withoutl dvine

!gl.l:ll _r_-:—EI 1= -'|,!!J ill_l_ I i |,=|||_' ||| 44 I,l:'.'-, LI

dese purk suards and tnbesmen for o zo0 in o




'||| L ATk

P
1
[
B -
L= ]
H =
= —
.
-
' -
i |
—— ™
-
i
-
o
—— ¥
T —
-
E
—
-
= -
. ==
'
. -
- "
—
-
-

-
-
1
-
= - -
=
o
e —_—
"
’ -
B
o
-
- =
.
™
-
-
= — =
]




58 National Geographic, January 1970

tv be taken vut into the surrounding forest,

Thes<e excursions provided a unigue oppaor-
tunity for observing feeding habits, grooming,
and vocalizations at close range in their naty-
ral habitat (pages 60-61 and 64-5), It was fas-
cinating to watch the intricate maneuverings
of the animals as they searched for woerms
and beetles in tree trunks or groomed them-
selvies for minute flecks of dead <kin,

Then, all weo soon, the infants were de-
manded for their trip to the zoo. Their last
excursion into the forest was a maudlin one
aon my part, but happily the babies did not
know they would never see their mountain
home ngain,

Silverbuck Rules Each Forest Group

Two diys after Coco and Pucker hod left,
I resumed my field work. But after more than
a two-month absence from my wild gorilla
groups, | was uncertain of my reception,

Thus far in my studies T hod watched nine
groups, each numbering from 5 o 19 mem-
bers. The average was 13, Of these nine, | had
chosen four for clode-up observation.

One dominant male, or silverbuack (s0
called because the hair across the male goril-
la's back turns silver with age), reigns without
question within each group. The subordinate
males serve is sentries and guards

For clarity in myv beld notes, [ refer to the
groups by numbers. The gorillas I contacted
on my hirst day back in the field were Group
8; they are headed by Bafiki, o wise old silver-
back (page 53).

Armed with 2ome new vocalizations learned
from Coco and Pucker, 1 approached the
kroup, feeling like n stranger. Would 1 have
to win their acceptance all over apain?

“Naovom, neeom, nacom,” | croaked, first in
the deep tones of Coco, then in the higher-
piched voice of Pucker. (This particular
sound, 1 had learned, apparently meant,
“Food is served. Come and get it The reac-
bon was something to behold. Rafiki came up
to me with an expression that seemed to sav,
“*Come on, now. You can’t fool me!™ They
had not forgotten me.

Rafiki's particular group is unique in that
there are no females or infants. Since the five

males have no voung to protect, they give full
rein to their cunosity, It would seem that the
boredom of their bachelor life is relieved by
the muny contiacts we have shared

These contncts have been very exciting
ones:. Sometimes | obizerve the group from a
tree, and Peanuts, Geezer, and Samson, the
three youngest males, climb up to join me. It
15 they who investigate my camera equipment
and my boots and clothing.

Riufiki and his friends were not o bachelor
group when [ first met them almost two vears
earbier. Living with them then was an elderly,
doddering female with atrophied arms, dried-
up breasis, and graving head; [ estimated her
age at about 50 yenrs. If it isn't being too
anthropomorphical, the five males seemed to
lovie her, and most group activities centered
about this aged matriarch. | named her Koko,

Mutual grooming—a kind of social ape
behavior invalving meticulous hair parting,
scarching, and plucking of particles—could
always be induced by Koko. When she started
it, the others would follow suit, and within a
few minutes there would be an entire chain of
mtently grooming gorillas—a most unysual
pecupation smong these particular apes. Since
Koko's death some twenty-three months ago,
Pve noted mutual grooming within this group
an only two occasions:

Koko's Final Trip Poses a Mystery

Not long before she disappeared, Koko
shiowed signs of ictual senility by wandering
away inaimless circlings. On such occasions
the five males would just sit down and wait
lor her return. Sometimes Rafiki would give
a soft hoot-bark, causing Koko to head back
toward him. She would then go up to Rafilki
and embrace him in o most human-appearing
way; invariably be would return the embrace.

Gorillas build sleeping neste—usually on
the ground—of foliage, branches, and some-
timies moss or lovse soil. Frequently Koko and
Rahiki would share the same nest, and lookedd
for all the world like a gracefully reclining
old married couple who need no words to
strengthen their mutual respect

Then, for two days, Koko and Rafiki were
absent from the group, leaving the remaining

The woman who came to dinner: Crouched in a ravine, Miss Fossev picke: leaves to chew, o
gesture of reassurance for o curioos hlackback Her pgloves protect apminst nettles. Partial con-
cealment beightens gorillas’ interest, the author discovered. She avoids standing, since that
might cause uneasiness in the animal, who leans on callused knuckles in the stance gorillas favor.
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Makinge Friends With Mountain Gortllas 63

Bert persisied in tiking the group omgher and
higher toward the summil ndges

Perhaps too gquickly 1 labeled Uncle Bert o
cantankerous old goal. One day, as their resl
periodd was breaking vp. o small infant ap
proached him and leaned agamst lis back |
wis about to predict an onhappy (ate for this
babiy, but Uncle Bert surprised me. He picked
e a bone-stemmed Helechryom Bower and
tckled the baby with it Soon the infant was
weampering about like a puppy, and Unche
Bert was Ivinge on the slope, tickle switch in
hand and a most whotic grin on his foace

Mother Provides o Baby's First Slide

Play seems to be one of the hirst activibies
inhibited by the presence of an observer until
a group becomes well habituated. For this
reason | consider it more common than previ
ously thought

The most popular game s s

whne Infants
practice this on the mother's body, then grad
nate to dirt banks and tree trunks The favor-
A |||_l_'l."l]ﬁ'||:' seems to be @ sunmy morming ol
after an afternoon rest period

| watihed one afternoon as i feeding group
an open lava slape. While most of the
porillns were still eating, two voung adults
chased one another across the clearing. The
athers stopped Teeding to waich

Then. in a sequence lasting more than 20
minutes, the rest of the groap jomed . bum-
bling and relling across the slide arean. When
they reached the edee of the clearing, the
prabbed branches of gianl Sexacios, swung
on them until they broke, and, still holding
the foliage, rolled i a umble down to the
hiottom uf the _=-|r|[u'

Brahms, Bartok, and Beethoven, the three
silverbacks of Group 5, hove taught me Lo
w it will ou to protect themr

Freac b

extent 1hes

Duintily picking, Coco eats hlackberrs
leaves while avodding the plant’s piny <lem
Crorillas also eal wild celery, thistles, netthes,
I'hey have never
been obzerved cating meat in the wild, unlike
their kin the chimpanaees, who sometine
feast on baboons, monkevs, and bush plgs

and a vipe called Coaldnm

Tree-limb acrobatics delight a youngste
af camp, Inthe wild, such antics once thret-
ened Mize Fossey™s relationship with o gorilla
prro s thie adults tended 1o bold ber respon-

ihle when a finvenile Tell

voung. These particular three hove o very
close rapport with their fellows. (ften they
give rein to paternal inchmations by casualiy
mlucking infant= from their mothers’ arms (o
groom them The older infants and javentles
ST protection of the
adults; as a result, they push the stiverbacks
mast to the l[tmits of their petience
One dav learus, a little wizened, elf-eared
[ellow, was tryving out 4 new acrobalic routine
in oo sapling some ten feet away from 'me when
the tree came down in o sphintering crash,
lcnrus and all. The crashing noise had barely
died awav when the sir vibrated with the
sereams and roais of the silverbacks ns they
chiarged] toward me with the females bringing
upy the rear. Plainky they held me responsibile
They halted abour hve to ten leet away
when they saw learus, none the worse lor his
spill, calmly elimby another tpée! Oblivious to

VERY secure in the

il

the furor he had created, he was all angelic
stiverbacks
lense, wiving frequent alarm barks

Then, to my dismay, a small infant climbed
mta the same broben sapling and began

mpnocence.  But  the Femned







shakv sertes of spins, twirls, [eg hangs, KICKs
and chest pats—all the while exuding biuse
sgel-Imporiance wo gh-wire artist ever ]
such i rap! audience. The eves of the silver-
hacks c¢arted back and forth between the
infant amd me. When our glances met thesy
roaredd thelr disgpprovil

surprisingly, it was Icarus who broke the
tension. He climbed plavfolly to the infant s

IR I. |;'-_!
hoth nmimals back to the eroup,. Brahms gave
a tension-releasing chest beat followed by a

notsy run downhill through the thick fohage
A

tree and bwinched a gome of tae w

Bartok and Beethoven followed suaat. 1 he

crisis had passed
"White-fanged Ape-man’ & False Picture

Vv study of the wild gorilla s not yet
anished, and even when it 15 complete, 11 will
|..1||r'||||1-'|_' -|-|||_'. ik '-I'!'Ii.I.I: ||.1T'. '.-|1.l..1r-| '1|'.l|l"-
inderstanding of his closest pniomal relatives,

the ereat apes. But ahe conclusion is alreads

clear: The cortlla 15 one of the most maligned
animals in the world

Alter more than K hours of direct ob
servation, I can account for less than five
minutes of what might be called “ageressive
hehavior. And even thizs really amounted o
protective action or blufl 1 hat was the Do
ture, 1 am sure, of my most dromatic encoun-
ter. in which five laree males charsed at me;
roarng explasively, They stopped—the leader
wae anly three feet awav—when | simply
mread my arms wide and shouted “Whoa!”™

Maturally an animmal 15 going to try o pro
ect itself, and there are a number of recorded
mmstances of gorilias altacking humans when
the litter hunted them And there are the
tales of the “intrepid white hunters” who have
‘ourneeousiyv faced the screaming charpes
of the white-fanged hairy ape-man, The result
is the commaon, and guite false, picture of the
introverted., B wd ) eful vegetarian Ut 1 Hayve
come (o know

The fact 5 thiut when man moves in, in
numbers. the cordla moves oul. and theremn

[gg== IEII.' '.|ZF|..|' Lo his exisience | i I’ LrC s

"It wasa very black day when | Lok P ke
sndd Coen intis the lorest lor Lhe last tim

Viis |'|---|':. reccallied. Keirasing e ainimil
b a Evropeasn oo wis hexrt renedimng, bl
there w cifE conscel ko 'hes: had taushi
her much about feeding habils, grooming
and vocolizations Later, some of the wildd
il ne responded 1o sounds she hasl learted
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dark words returned to my muind with almost
overwhelming force
e heading toward a hole n

Ve seemed Lo
the waorld

Next morndne, in the warm March sunlight
of Texas Spring Campground, such Torebod-
me seemed stlv. About omile away the stately
date palms of Furnace Creek RKanch waved
mirave-Hke in a gentle breeze. Above them
rose the skyv-filling Panamints, one of the
mountain ranges that seemed to encircle ws
completely. “There's snow on all of them
sl Viesinm in dehght, “any way vou look

Thus m & night v wo experienced
the opposite moods of Death Valles
that would alternate abruptly, disconcerting

B & T

A NEMmics

Tumultnous  times spice
the memaories of BI1-vear-id
Tommy Thompson,  who

hves m the =Bottle House
i, Rhvolite, u Nevadi ghost
(W T Just adgtsicke the moni-
e/ A musl-
ctan, Tormimy was plaving his
mccordion in Rhvalite bors
im 1905 when sgloon owner
Fom kelly butlt the house,

|prages sS3-0)

emplies from

sireE 51 LA0K

his establhishment

Donatons pile up at Tea-
kettle Junction, a redponse
from passers-by o an in
tripuing place name, ph
suTmaaliy
abandoned teakettle Offer
e

EL0E A -|.'|r'l Lk III"IiI'-'I

mafred DY An

I ”‘.I'.]I".I' coffes ninls

v. delightfullv, throughout our stay. This
haffling charm in part explaing why half a
million people visited Death YValley National
¥Monument lnst year,

Hut with 3,000 square miles, Dieath Valles
has room to spare for that much humanity
Often we had the whaole warld to ourseives ns
we explored sheer-walled canvons, camped
brsiile SRTinges, long-
abandoned mines, gardens ol
wild Aowers rooted In rock

rle=ert tramped to

discovered

Lake Blossoms in the Driest Spol

We developed cotton-tongue thirsts trudg-
ing the 200-square-mile salt pan that contams
the Western Hemispherd's lowest pomnt—I8.
feet below sea level imap, page 75). In the
same ared, long known ns the driest spol in

saw an 1 E-mile-long
lake '||||,* ||;-_--:|_Jr ||f -,-"l.',l".,-.:-:'l'|l1l-lri|'. My Talns

the LUinitedd =aies, we

thait swept away miles of road. In all, we try-
eledl 2,000 miles in Death Valley, afoot and by
car, dune buggy, camper, motor home, and
o leap the Aoods—by belicopter

Diespiite its vast reaches, Deatl Valley holds
the hazard of triaffic jams during Lwo wecks
of the vear. Some 35,000 gather durinhg Haoly
Week for dezert holidiayvs culminating in Eas
ter sunrise services. Around Veterans Day in
November, about s many converge to saluie
the priginal fortv-niners with camplire [ro-
erime, a trail ride, a burro race. dand an ald
7 and 100)
v\ clod of trafhc three miles long trapped me

!I||-'i|1‘- Cnntest !||.|1|'- = Iy

on my way [o the burro mce at Stovepipe

Wells Village. And it came to me, as I inched
alone, that | was traveling at about the same
pace ps the first fortv-maners, and over the
safme ground

Dire circumstatces blinded those prongers
1o the delights of the valley, even though they
crossed it in winter's milid weather. A Ialse
map had led almost a hundred gold seekers
acrass hundreds of desolate miles and down
into this unchorted sink of dread. By Christ-
mas Pav, 15849, they were spilling out of Fuar
nace Creek Wash and splintering away in
fear-haunted little bands to seek
through the walls of mountains to the west

Some had begon Killing ther scrawny oxen
for food Camplire orators cursed the land
Manly recalled, until it seemed as if there

PaC e



were not bad words enough m the lanpunee
Lo express properiy their contempl and bad
apinion of such a country as this

In the mounting panic, many vielded 1o 3
phtlosaphy of every man {or himself, but not
Manly and his friend John Rogers To save
thewr small party, which included women and
chitldren, the two vndertonk 10 [HISE WesT 10
civilization, return with food, and then euide
.I.I L S3e1gly

ﬂ"t "III'I'-IT -lJ:i.! i !"il.'l'q.' |l|‘ |||-.-

Leaving thor frends camped by a trickle
spring under | 1.O4%-foot ]I'll"lll|||' Meak
the (wo voung men set oul LN Hn epic trial ol
endurance. Their mouths berame 30 parched
thiad Ltheyv could not swallow the dred ox meal
they carcied. It seemed as if we were going

to die with cnty of food im our hand,” Manly

Wwrirle DECaus=¢ Wi ocoglel not eat 1t |

thirsty to sleep, they strugeled on throueh the

might, wrestling with fear, and at dawn camu
Lo 4 piece of o, “not thicker than a win
tow glas=." It was Fnouph o =ave them

Fhev trudged on, at length crossing th
Viojave Desert to papulated coastal countr
Hasteninge back with food, thes ||-|.-'-'.'i th
bodies of three less fortunate stracelers, snd
nopes for their friends sank. Thelr first sighi
of the camp stirred despair. for nothing
|:|"|"-'|':| .'.ill'|..| L Wiadrons

Lhen A hedad appeared, and 4 shout wenl
1p, “The bovs hiave come! The bove hawe
come!” Soon the 'wo Young rescuers wert
surrounded by siaunt men and women and
chitldren, Tears of jov streaked worn faces
hearts were too full for speech

Vianly counseled abandoning the warons
and all possible gear lor the 250-mile march
I salely. Une woman donned her best finers,

rather than leave it and dressed her littl

Coonvulsed by |'-|11|1LJ||.'H-._{'-. gl clnwisdd |

clisirh DicItiLirs=1 Letrlideon U anvianm :!. i
SLEAFREALL el fiow 1 LEie EEriipon sun I,i!'.
SCd L paiase Tor a geology lesson: Lieath Ya

ey ex it Vidlenoe ol virtually every mskon
FeOolOte #rd 1n two bitlion vears. Bul 1he
villlew thself results from faultine thai o

N EE - I ITIEETd feLhl lE ikl i I:I.'| VEEHES N

Like abandoned teepees, charcoal kilns
1wl nres thal will never borm aeain, o
woduce fuel for smelters, mine owners hired
shoshone . Indiians 1o stoke thene 30-foat
igh ovens, buailt in LI et Welilrose Canvod

S i
in the B iy | |I 54 |.||-l-!:'
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son in his Sunday suit. Thev were in rues
when the party finally reached civilization
Cihers were not so fortunnte; conflicting
accounts indicate three to eight deaths 1o all
| stood one day where Manly's party prob-
ably cumped, a site marked by a mesqguite-
gpuarded plague near the salt pan, and scanned
the sharp rise of the Panamints to the west
sumewhere up there on a ndee, the departing
pioneers had paused and looked back at the
scene of so much suffering And someone ut
tered the words, "Goodbyve, Death Valley!™
With such damnation in its christening, the
area acquired a whole lexicon of despuir
Arsenwe »pring. Badwater, Coflin Canvon,
Dantes View, Deadman Pass, Desolation
Canyon, Devils Golf Course, Hells Gute,
Last Chance Range, Lostman Spring. Los|
Wagans, Poison Spring, Rattlesnake Gulch,
starvation Canvon, and Suicide Pass
Imaginative writers embellished this som
ber picture. One report described Death Val-
ley as a 30-by-30-mile basin where hundreds
hod died; another smd there was no need Lo

bury the victims because the drey air mummi-
tiedd them, Tales warmed of poisonous vapors,
of pnats so big and numerous that they stung
cayoles to death. The legends ahout this land
got such a fast start that they have never been
overtaken by thetacts—which are bad enough

Titus Canyvon Walk Turms Thirsts

The first fact is the heal. 11 became factual
to us one glaring June midday &5 we hastened
from shadow to shadow in loltyv-walled Titus
Canvon (map, opposite),

Ordinarily vou can drve through Titus, o
winding, 12-mile-long slash into the Grape-
ving Mountains, a thousand feet deep in some
piaces and barely wide enough for o car, Bul
those spring rains had swept the rosd away,
and 1t had not been rebuilt by June, when we
returned to Diéath Valley with our three sons
spectacular Titus wis on our must list, sowe
decided to hike into the lower end during the
varly morning hours

“You should make it all right if vou get out
by late morning,” satd Dwight Warren, about

¥ im0 Sl
Testament to Failure, a derelict car and shack betray someone’s hard-lost dream of wealth
Many such sights dol Death Valley National Monument, where prospecting is «till rrermitied
Iromically, these hulks lie below Nevada's Bullfrog Hills, scene of a fabulous 1904 gold strike

Land of long shadows, Death Valley nestles between hizh mountnins for its enthre | 4-miile
lengih, Geologists believe allavial Al his ratsed the floor by some 9,000 (el yet S00 suarg miles
remin below sen lpvel The LOOsquare-mile area hecame o gational monument in 1933
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to retire as the monument's chief naturalist
His replacement, Peter Sanchesz, agreed to
accompany s Pete wanted to scout the lower
canvon's Hmestone ledges for rocklady, a rare
plant known only to the canyon’s upper end
anid one of 22 plants unique to the monument

We had the comfort of knowing that the
summer really hadn't vet turned hot After
hitting 118% F. on June 1, the temperature hiwd
not topped 112—nothing to compare with the
official reading of 134.6 attained July 14, 1913,
That stood as a world record until a Libyian
villiuge reported 1364 in 1021,

For two miles we dug our boots into the
sand-and-stone canvon wash, climbing to an
¢levation of more than 1,000 feet, while the
rock walls heated like an oven. Our dragging
pace convinced Pete that he should turn his
neophyte party around, though he still hadn't
found his rocklady.

Going downhill now, we found the walking
eiazice, but the heal grew stendily worse
Under such broiling, an average man sweats
more than a quart an hour, and so we pauserd

. T
ey e R

| SRS
el 0

for frequent sips {rom our cantesns to prevent
dehvdration. But the weiness did not kill the
sensation of thirst, even though we drank ns
much as we needed The craving for more
witter walked with us

| began to understand the madness of des-
perately thirsting men. First comes irrational-
ity, | had heard, so that one motorist died be-
stde a cor containing o case of soft drinks that
might have sustained him Next come hallu-
cinations, and Death Valley victims have been
encountered holding all their clothes over-
head, convinced they were breasting a cool-
ing neck-deep lake

When we hnally reached our big motor
home three miles below the mouth of the can-
von, our thermometer read andy 114, 1 felt
sure it wits Iying by at least ten degrees.

Two months after we left the valley, the
heat of netighboring Saline Villey killed three
people whose car stalled, pact of a continuing
toll of life from varned hazards. Since 1963
area deaths hiave totaled at least twenty, in-
cluding two climbers on Telescope Peak and







five drowning victims—three of them motor-
et swept awavin lest winter's floods and the
other iwo skin-divers lost in a wateér-filled
cave called Devils-Hole.

But just when the hellish face of Death
Valley seems all-prevailing. some aspect of
Shangri-La appears. Gazing into the briny
pool at Badwater, at minus 279 feet one of the
sult pan's hottest places, we were captivated
by the reflection of Telescope Peak, highest
point in the monument, where melting snows
nourish bristlecone pines (following pages).*

I TR (e W AL

Trail of a moving mek scars The Race-
vrock, & 3, 708-foot-high dry Inke near Dieath
Vallev. Some stones leave traces hundreds
of feet long, Most likely explanation: Berce
winds and a surface made slick by motsture.
This ek weighs about twenty pouneds

Devils Golf Course. a waste of lncerating
salt crystals; 15 all hazard and no Tairway
Evaporation of a prehistoric lake left some
200 square miles of salt pan in the valley's
lowost, driest, and hottest area, where surince
temperatures smar o 19°F. No fowering
plant can sprout in this salty sink, as neor
lifeless as any land on the planet

Some 40 miles to the north, we gazed out at
shimmering Suhara-like dunes while stand-
ing at chin depth in the pool at the Stovempe
Wells Hotel.

Mesquite Spring detained us with its clenr
rippling brook beneath a Jow-arching canopy
of gnarled branches in the northern valley.
From Dauntes View, more than a mile above
Badwater, the sight of the whole valley un-
rolling to north and south gave us a Jovian
exuitation of ownimng the world (pages 68-9).

Finally, the moonscape terremn of an extinct,
cinder-heaped crater called Ubehebe (pages
08-0), and the dark Precambrion cliffs of the
Black Mountains stirred a feeling of being an
evewitness to the first chapler of Gengsis.

To feast on such sights, visitors convergy
on Death Valley in greatest numbers from
November to April, when davtime highs range
pleasantly in the 60°% 70's, and 805 Lake the
pioneers of old, most bring their own shelter
on wheels—campers, trailers, motor homes
(One resourceful resident spent a few vears
living in—and out of—n wheelbarrow and
became known as “Wheelbarrow Tex.”)

Some return vear after vear, like Merle and
Margaret Stockmuan of Grants Pass, Oregon,
whom we met in the shady aisles of Furnace
Creek Ranch trailer park

In n doren vears of wintering in Death
Valley, Merle's knowledge of the area hard
become encyclopedic: “1 don't envy you your
task—1rving to fit the whole story of this valley
into a few mazadine pages” A dozen note-
books later and still wrnting, 1 understood
what he meant. And Margaret taught us much
about desert plants, including those she had
lenrned to call “belly flowers.” =0 tiny that
“you have to lie flat on the ground o appre-
ciate their beauty.”

Wetter Age Tries a Comebuck

It was rain, rather than flowers, that held
our interest on our first morning in Death
Valley, At the national monument headguar-
ters we learned from Superintendent Robert
. Murphy how recent deluges were about to
hamper our plans.

“We've had two inches of ramn In seven
weeks," he said "Ordinanly, we don't get
that much in a yveapr. More than eighty miles
of our roads are either washed out or covered
with debris”

He was right We saw highway signs still
standing where no vestige of road remamerd,

*Edlmiundd Schulman wrole of thesg oldiest known Jiv-
NI irees in the March 1935 ™ATIONAL GEDGRAFHIT
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T L Em med Death Valley Scotty

EOTTRed Brospecio i 1U03, He trekiced ou
ipparentiy i efrer ol A och mane. in §

fowest. o

And an Ia-mie-long ake mn the
test, driest spol In the United Stiates
“You re seeing Dieath Vallev as i
0000 vears apo,” | HlEJ \-ir;iuig
Well, not quite. The lake of 20,000 vear:

ago stretched W) miles. The last greatl Ice Ape
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lush vegetation and plentiful game. Indian
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are still visible on Shoreline Butie
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Man-mode pasis: Vacationists can

vorge each winter on  palm-shiaded

Furnboe Ureek Ranclh and distam
Furnace Creek Inn. in this aerial view
pomery spirck of green nf the 1ar end of
i arrow-<irodeht waler channel, cen-
ter. The inn stands beside the wash
where gedd seckers: trudzed into the
vitlley it 1549  Fred

g is both  meso

by plane land

Clear waters and clean, dey air -

ViETHALS AWimmers renxinge At the tan

CGiollers must swing harder at the
Fanch’s 18-hole course. Heavier below

ei-level air reguires more club, says
resident prodessional Albert | Yate:
Hiere s pult hends peross velvely green

(o the Tth hole







84 National Geographic, January 1970

“These peaple found a Death Valley quite
different from the one vou see today,” Mrs
Clements comtinued, “There Were trees on the
hills, and shrubs and willows grew by the
lake. There were mastodons, deer, camels,
anc 4 cat bigger than the mountain lion"

The dryving of lnke and climate doomed the
plentiful animal life that supported man, but
not resibient man himself. Numerous petro-
olyphs on canvon walls and strunge circles of
rocks on promontories attest (o human pres-
ence into the time of recorded history.

The Arst pioneers found p small but re-
sourceful Shoshone tribe called Panamint In
winter the mesquite trees of the valley pro-
vided beans, four, and fuel for their fires In
summer they fled the scorching valley, Tor
which their word was Tomeshn, or Ground
Afire, and hurvested the nutlike seeds of the
pinon ne high in the Panamint Range.

The Indians achieved a balance with na-
ture, but it was a balance too delicate to with-
stand the arrival of the white man. Teoday
only a1 couple of familics—fewer than thirty
Indians—remapin in a compound of adobe
houses near Furnace Creek.

n the porch of one of these | met Mrs
Grrer Watterson, a Shashone who works at
Furnace Creek Inn. She wis pladting willows
mto a sturdy basket. "This is myv first ane,”
she said. A few of the vounger Indians are
learming basket-weaving, n tribal art now
known only to a few srandmothers,

| asked Mrs Watterson if 1 might tialk to
some of the older people about earlier dave

“Don't bother,” she replied, “The old ones
do not want o falk about those times. They
sav all their troubles and sickness hegan with
the coming of the white mun. Besides, the
white men never tell our stories right. They
make some of them up”

Riches Underfoot Go Unnoticed

(i course Death Valley gave the 19th-
century white men their share of troubles,
too. Iranically, in their haste to escape this
infernal place, some of the forly-niners un.
knowingly scuffed through dusty white de-
posits that could have made them rich. Since

ancient times man has used borax in poltery
glizes and Huxes In 1881 large beds of o tvpe
called “cottonball™ were réecognized in Death
Valley, o development that was 1o give the
area its most famous symbol of adventure—
the 20-mule team.

Our sons David, Steve, and John stowd in
some awe of the huge wagons these tepms
hauled. You can see the originals in a museum
af Furnace Creek Ranch, Renr wheels stand
seven feet high, and I6-foot-long beds each
held 24,000 pounds of borux. Each team pulled
two wagons, plus o 1 200-gallon water wagon
—36% tons in all! The 120-foot-long mule
trains rumbled through desert and canvon to
the reilhend at Mojave, 165 arid miles away.
From 1383 to 1859, the mule trains rolled
through heat amd sandstorm, summer and
winter, until richer discoveries in the moun-
tains ended borax oaning in the valley.

Into the Deserd for & Crocial Test

At the Harmony Borax Works, about two
miles north of Furnace Creek, we saw crum-
bling adobe walls and rusty hulks of boilers
Here the cottonboll was scraped from dry
lake beds, and refined borax was loaded nto
the zreat warons _

“Is this where Aaron Winters made his dis-
coverv®” asked Steve, 12, We had talked
about the prospector whose consistently b
luck suddenly turned good. It must have
been close by, 1 said,

Winters had heard that borax was in de-
mand, and p description of the mineral re-
minded him of a substance he hail seen in
Dreath Vallev. With his wife Rosie, who shiared
his hard life in the desert, he journeved to the
place he remembered, equipped with chemi-
cals for a test Kneeling, he poured alcohol
and sulphuric acid on the white powder, then
sel it abloee.

“*She burns green, Rosie,” he cricd. “We're
rich!”

The uses of versatile borax have since ex-
panded into o doszhing list: soaps, sizings,
starches, adhesives, antifreeze, hvdraulic flu-
icds, Tertilizers, face creams and lotions, mouth
and eve washes, weed killers, flameproofing

Tree surgeon in o palm Farest, Salvador Padilla Ramiree swings 40 foel Wph Les prrutie
the giants ot Furnace Creck. Until three venrs aego, the dates sold commercially—as
miaany as 3UCLO00 pounds from the 1,600 trees. Bul nsing labor costs have cut harvesting
Lo only 20 trees, much of the frult s used 1o make the Furnace Creek Tnn's famerd dite-

ngl bread, Profitable cultivation reguires hand pollenation.
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Eimae ||I|_'—-'.|l.'|! ||:-. Indians He spienl Vears trving Lo relocalbe s sLrke,
and others joined the quest. Thev became known as “brevioglers.”

But enough mines pand off handsomely (o keep the fever going, and
some of them spawned rip-roaring towns that mushroomed il with
ered 1n the familiar boom-and-bust pattern

Boomitown of Skidoo Wins Grisly Fame

In a mile-high valley of the Panamints, we bad to logk closely to hind
the remains of one such town—Skidoo, It got 1t name, one slory goes,
hecause its water supply came from near Telescope Peak, 23 miles
away. The vear was 1905, when “23" was (o “Skidoo” what a sneeze
s o Gesundheid

Bit Skidoo's fame rests mainly on 4 macabne epnsoae, 1or 1has 18 L
(own thot haneed o man twice. The victim, “Hooch™ Simpson, had
killed banker Jim Arnold one Sunday while in a drunken fury, and by
Wednesday night & mob had decided to dispense justice withoul trou
hling a court. Hooch was m his grave when a Los Angeles Hervald
reparter arrived Friday morning to cover the hanging. In most towns
that would have been that, but not in Skidoo, The sympathetic b
reney oblipmely dug Hooch ap and hanged am agan

Only one sun-haked old mill remained when we visited |
cans and broken glass littersd the several
blocks of the once-thriving community, We scanned the slopes in vain
for thi Emetery, when Haoeh AT Rs00n Ll I_|:I|!'I". Arnold might res
al pence with each other.

Of ull the area’s ghost towns, the most ambitious—and meteoric—
was Rhvolite, Nevada, just outside the monument’s northeastern
houndary, Named for a silica-rich rock found nearby, the town was
spawned by a major gold strike in the neighborme Bullfrog Hills in
| G4 [::._ 1a0G 1t numbered l|-|:r||.l_||-= ill_l:':_lll!_-L'l_|||||_'_ F'i_'. 191 11t wis dead

“In its hevdav.” Mes. Frederica Hetsler told us, “Rhyvolite had 3 ral
roads, 3 newspapers, 2 hospitads, o swimming pool, 2 cily parks, 10

i Ot

lown last summer, Rusbe

hotels, an opera house, and 56 sloons
We met Mrs Heisler, an ex-teacher from Georga, in the lormer
eaileoasd station. The rails are long gone, but the two-story station, with
[oot-thick wa
trains that cannot come. The old depot is Mrs; Hesler's home; she uses
its waiting rooms as g museum and a cuno shop
“The <tation cost $130.000 when it was built,” she said. "It's hard Lo

ls of stone, xtands by the emply track bed ds 1 expecting

believe now. but five thousand people welcomed the first train.”

(he panie of 1907 had lingering. disastrous eflects on the markel [of
[ITEC TS metals. o kev factor in the demise of Rhyvolite. Once the mines

liegan closing, the town emptied quckly. Pece by pece, scavengers

Ruins from a rollicking era, concrete fagades ramt an emply sircet
it Rhyvolite After a =ald strike m 1904 Lhe [own v, sl
1,000 preople vied to share the new-found riches Fhe three-stors
structure, with marble stairs, mahogany matlings, and o stameg:
acs window, housed the lohn 5. Cook Hank. With an electr

power plant, o waterworks, telephone s Aeny, and churches, Rhvo

Hie was butlt to last But 4 financial panic lefl it dead by 1911

Brush conjures ap a captive audience for Marta Beckel, an
artist andd ballel dancer who decided to perform her self-creabed
dances in | benth 1|.':-|'|||_'_-. _T'|||| tion—whether (e corme b Sec ner
0OF THEL She and her |I‘.|-]..I.|r'-'| lespse] An anused movie thealer in ||Il-
foiemmer Lrran town, where she stajies d progriam Lhree timies & week,

metimes with only her parnled LAl -j||1' 1 _.|.-,.I:|||r| huer EH T

| L]
L



carned Rhvolite away, mostly to build othe:
Boomiowns, argels for loobing 1o their turn

in Mrs Hesler's museum we saw the pros
peciors pick carried by Ed Cross when ha
ind partner “Shorty™ Harris made thee fabiu
lous Bullfrow strike that eave birth 1o Rhvn
e, Ful 2ald his share of the ¢laim for <40 0000
pought a ranch, and raised a familyv, Shorts
somehow et his share ship away

snorty never found another fich strike, but
he comttnued to plod the hills and canvons,
ustallyv with a ssnple lttle burrn. He died in

934 and rests in'a mesguite-shaded grave
near the lowest part of Death Vallev, beside o
friend who had perished there vears earlier
Though riches had eluded him, Shorty left the
world o memorable epitaph: “Buryv me begide
lim Daovion in the valles we loved. Abovi i
wrile: “Here lies Shorty Harmis, a single blan.
ket jackass prospectol

Dleath Vallev griavesites CAITY A SpM WY
loneliness Manvy are st atledd, like Shorty's
and Jim's, and several hold unknowns Even
Doomiown cemeteries never ol e or farnes
eople never staved around long enosugh to
clie 1n respectable number:

At Panamint City, a mllicking stlver camp
of the 157005, longevity sulfered from a vol
ume of violence regarded as impressive even
tor & vislent land. Tortuous surprise Chinvon
the ondy route out o the broad Ponamin
Vidley, had resident bandits. who did not hes

itate o kil Weary of holdups, mine owners

Haven for hirds, Furmnoce Creek
Ranch offers vear-round waler, charde
il foodd. A clate padm s nomwe Lo o
Bl Il'-'||||'||"'-'| Rl rts I"-I'll'_: r'n-
Erees ulsa shelter wimntering robins and
Iuelards. Death Vo ey heson a fl

way [oe waterfow! which sot down
it Lihies of the fesort’s galf cotirse and

e BENE SNANENST. AREIOERN SLFirn

Retuwrning to wild wovs  luarros
g the steep hills above Wildrns
Canyon: Some 1,000 thrve i the
mesniEment, :|..:|'_|_||'. trgr fremy anbmnls

ral o sl lomoze b FrOSpeCTor

A vichim of the elements,” reads th
pataph on the solated griave of Val
~oidan, whose life and lonely deasth in
' emuiin & myslery. 1 he Park See-
vice madde this marker to ceplace th
il wtie b oweas stolen: Dheath Va
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Lesson in hand, Dre. Arnold G Apple-
earth of Callfornia’s San Jose Stute Col
I i
pecies, Coleomyr parietalng, emits 4 faint
lizarids with a
"vodce " The college spnds students v the
vidlley for-natural-hstory feld studie

Lege liade a diseusswon of the geckn

"|1|1'-|'-. one of the ew

Borux "havstacks" form mute monuments
o the era of the celebrated JO-muale Teams
that hauled the mudtparpose naoecal 163
miles (o the radlhead ot Mpjove. Chineseo
laborers scrapwed the crusty mainerad anto

fnoineds o the 185805 {0 s preescd lopeline

wited untl] they hod more thon o ton of met
al, then cast it into five 4530-pound “cannon-
palls" and sent them oul by wagon., The
trustrated bDancits let the shipment pags

Denth Valley Scotty Builds n Custle

Panamint City lived only three or four
veuars belore floods and financial panic spelled
it doom. But al the northern end of Death
Valley we palled up in awe before an edifice
that promises to survive for centuries: n ereal
curtous castle with battlemented wowers und
buttressed walls, Spamsh tile roofs and

dal-
pages B0-81) It is
named for Death Valley Scotty, who made
fimself the most Tamous legend of these parts

A trick rider with Buffalo Bill's WHd West
Show, Walter P, Scott turned prospector in
19012 nt the are of 30 and vanished into Death
Villes re-emerged, mystenously

et Moorish windows

=i be

02

A trick he wios 1o repeat from bme to

wes L Ly
fime over the Vears

In 1405 he appearcd in Los Angeles, de
claring he had to get to Chicass in a hures
He hired a whole santa Fe train and made a

record ron—324 hours, 54 minutes "On one
curve the cookstove nlmost flew aut the win
dow.,” he said

With the trmn ride, Walter P. Scott be-
came Detth Vidley Scotty, a role he relished
for the next half centuryv. A born showman,
he flashed thoosand-dollar bill=, engaged the
most expensive hotel sutes, tossed 2old coins
to crowds;, Word spread that he was building
d fabulous eastle in Death lII.'.1|||_':'.

W here did the money come from?” A secret
mine, Scotty might tell one guestioner: a kill
mg in mining stocks, he would tell another.
His friend and partner, Chicage multimillion
aire Albert M. lohnson, zaid nothing. But the



name that appeared on the deeds to the cnsthe

wits Johnson's.

After hearing a number of people declare
that Scotty never hiad wealth.
swvear he did—we let the question drap. Those
at thé castle who' remember the two men re-
cilllect vy
“Scotty and I nre partners.” And that wis that

andd ns mans

Johnson's view of the matiel

Unlikelv partners they were! Johnson's

bhackeround was all Eastern proprety
.;'111_'ru:||_]|_r_"!.1|..l.|_|__-=_;J,:|_|;I|.'|“|i:£ill|l||.|:-.alll|.l.l-'rII;'.

1L}

lemionade on Sundavs under the vernnda awn-
105 oy s Was apen range. bucking branco,
amel rome-as vieu-are Lo theé nearest har

The fact is that Johnson relished Scotty <
wild stunte nndd tall tnled, moréover, he felt be
owed his frichd lor about thirtv-hve vears of
life. Critically mjured in a train wreck, John
son had been given a virtgal death senteénce
by doctors when he hirst met Seotts

“Come out West with me and Tl make o
new mat of vou,” Scotty urged, Johnson A
cepted, and found himsell living at first in a
crade
mich of his health,

aeotly nststed that the shack was a castle
“You coll this a castle ™ lohnson joked *Lat's
build a read one!” Thev did—io the delight,
nowaclnve, of

Johnson died in 1948, Scotty in 1954 Toclny
the (Gospel Foundation, n service organiza
tion founded by Johnson, owns the castle und
condlucts eimded tours

Pullme clith covermngs over o4 shires Lo

board =hack. Gradoally he regained

s | SOLOO0 vigilors o vierir

S jAre el eable handwoven rugs from
Majorca, we joined a file of visitors in the
great “living hall”
seemed a bt arge (o be called a living room

with a 59-foot celling, it

[here wie saw Scotty’s and Johnson s tavorite
leather chalrs, facing a hreplace of baronial

A




LA TOO!L & evaLim nd Sootty ani lindai
felime supply of firewood by buyvine
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e Five ol i1

idewater Ratlroad Lo

ted,) Looking at Scotty™s chai Laledl 1o s
siderale girth—sve could alen e hbm 2ettlinie for
i evening of yaris. With Stetson pushed back on i
nock of white hair, be often told

STV thie Lanes of six rattler

Lained 'Wiall Rogers a1l the castle Onee. |

1 1" It
enteredl o Hower ey cn | I'|"..|:|-.I' |
Madson Square Garden pedigrecd eat show and wio
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Triumph of
the fragile
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They leased and remedeled the place, and

in Febrpary 1968 the curtain wend up, Since
thenn Martn has given three performances
vidmission

15 Wihalever vou care o Lrop ERLG fud il = tian

Wik, CXCept tn Lhe otter moantns

e at the door, and the Lape-recorded over
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i the Roving Stones



Shurp: “Hey, Daoc, vour rocks have mos o

“Hoy! Thal's fast service!” replied Bob
~harp

The largest stone that moved, he subse-
quently found, was a 39 -pounder that trav
eled 51 feet on a curving track. The riscord
distaned was 212 feet, by o 15-pound rock.

“The evidence all points strongly toward
the wind as the motive force,” Dr. Sharp said,
ronsulting his notes o his Caltech
office. *A very special =et of condi-
tions apparently is required. The top
aver of the plava musi be saturated
with moisture, but the subloyver must
remain firm And the wind must be
Just right”

Beineg "just right” includes being
strone, bul no one knows how strong
hecause measurements have vel 1o be
made. Winds in this lofty area at
times hecome miles, however, bhlow-
e out cir windows and forcing hik-
ers Lo proceed on hands and knees

Flowers Bloze in the Desert

Hut the ultimate wonder of Dieath
Valley for Virginia and me 1s the in-
criddible beauty and fragility of spring
Aowers chooting up from barren rock
andd sand (page 940

*“The seeds may lie dormant lor
dozens of vears," Dhwight Warren ex
platned, “and then sprout when they
wel the nighl conditions-—rain in No-
vember and December, and just the
Fight tempernlures,”

Scientrsts speculnte that the insects
t bt ||uH|_"||.ﬂt£' the flowers saomehow
hiave fallen nto the same cvele, he-
canse thev are alwayvs on the job
when the Sowers hloom, no matler
how long the walt

As we drove the rodadl
south of Badwater, Dwight's sharp
eve spotted a bit of color on an allu-

windinge

vial fan. We stopped (o investigate

‘Oh! It's 0 whole giarden of How-
ers!” Virginia exclaimed. T hey look
like thev've just been set out from a
ereenhouse.” She led the way among
besonia-like purple phacelias and
hutterv-vellow mohavea There were
fragrant evening primroses and des-
ort hice, a ground-hugesing, mossjike
plant speckled with red: Above the
lower hlooms, spiky clusters of blue
lupine and spicy white flowers called

pravel ghosts swaved in the gentle wind

While Virginia and I marveled, Prwight did
come rough surveving “The whaole area of
blooming plants is only 75 vards wide,” he
spid “There must have been an isolated clowd
burst up in the mountains that sent the water
down over this fan at just the nght time.”

From many Death Vidley campsites, white
crestidd Telewcope Peak bhad delighted our

Boon of solitude relaxées campers overnighting bésite the
mesquite-fringed saned dunes (following pages), in the mot th
ern pard af 'the valley

Miost ol the hall milbon visitors o

vene arrive in trallers or camyame ries, and the monument's
vistness accommoddaies them with casse




“"Walking Hills"

the plavithings of whimsical

WITHES

eves, and we lell at st that we had 1o cee how
the world looked from up thére, The first les
led us past Stovepipe Wells Village and up
the same steep slopes trudeed by some af the
orty-miners to a sedtary campsite in Wildroge
Canvon. We unrolled our vehicle's hig striped
AWTHNE 1o give ourselves: a "front porch™ on

A mountain-girt waorld
Wild Burros Stage a Musicale

Virginie pointed out hummingbirds fitting
past, and spotted a paar of Bewick's wrens
eive-vear-old John began a census of horned
toacds and lizards but gol diverted by

miles ke and o therdd

of Telescope. There

lopung jack rabbit David and Steve tried
make [riends with a palr aof wild |||_jg;||-'||:|-_'_|:
UL who Eept their distance but returned 1o
the might with reinforcements to render a dis-
respectiul serennde

headed lor Telescope

By
ANEXD mMOornmr we

aptke Cottonwood, o Panamint Indian wheo
|Ir.'i'|l- fhunlain the mountiin moacds, gave us
a L am has pickup truck o the top of @904
where we <¢t aut on foot
L windine soddle.
[ERSY  CTrEims white evening PITMIoses it

fool Rovers Peak

Fivie milles of trekking

nery paintbrushes: brought us to the shoulder
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fieht from the valley

e e

, waponer marked it with a stovepipe

by the trail, watched by his mother, while

Dave, Steve, and 1 pushed up a switchhack
trail throueh the bnstlecones to the snow-
ribhoned top

Death Valley's entire extent uniolded to
north and south like a relief map, Mountain
ous on every hand, the terrain tamed down i
hit to the southwest, There lay the Mojave
Desert, last hurdle on the way to survival for
the fll-starred fortv-niners

Seventv-hve miles northwest,
wis scalloped by the _!.I'.’,'.!I'I| crest of Mount
Whitney in the Sterrus, at | 4,494 fedt the high-
est point in the Nation, outside Aluska. Fast-

the horizon
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ool o name, Slovepipe Wels

ward we could look down on Badwatler—andd
the lowest, hottest, driest point in the country

b anicd other
works of man marked the vast troagh ol rock
and =alt and san helow ws, from our larcdls
laaked mmtouched—much as it

Thouvh we that poads

dhstance 1
st hase .15|J|-|'.:r4"|! Uernliries nirn

From (orce of habit I glanced at my writch;
grnd saw that it had stopped. 1 thouaght o
winding it, and thouweht agmin. What did min
utes or hours matter? Some centuries in the
futlure other men would stand hore
down at this great valley, and it would look
At least 1 hoped so. THE E

s ring

b

the same




Snowflakes
to Keep

Article and photographs

by ROBERT F. SISSON
Mutionsl Geographic Staff

OME TWENTY THOUSAND FEET
it fell, twirling lazily out of the
wintry night sky over my farm near

Front Royal, Virginia. It landed at last on
a piece of black velvet in my hand—a
perfect crystal of snow. But there was no
time for watching. Unless I acted quickly,
it would melt before my eves.

With my free hand I dipped the
pointed end of a small metal rod into a
liquid plastic. Carefully I touched this to
the crystal and gently transferred it to the
cold surface of a pane of glass lightly
coated with the same solution. Sandwiched
between thin layers of plastic, the crvstal
melted, then evaporated entirely, leaving
me with a permanent cast of my prize.
Mow it was mine forever.

As [ stood muffled in the silence of the
whirling flakes, I began to wonder how
many other men in centuries past must
have ventured out into the storm to take

DEATH OF A SNOWFLAKE: Melting
edges mirror the intricate pattern,
then engulf the crystal, leaving
the author to lament, “In less than
tweo seconds all 1 had left was a
drop of water.” To save such beauty,
he began to preserce the fragile
shapes, using a method (page 107)
devised by snow expert Vincent

J. Schaefer. Photomicrographs

on the follmeing pages

illusirate Mr. Sisson’s success.

I-m %5 TIMES ACTUAL BIEL. CONACHBDME (£ W65,
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My answer came from YVincent | Schaeter nece= of clenn elass, o pointed rod of g
Director of the Atmosphenc Sciences Researc] mebal, and o swatch of black cloth. | procured
Lenter of the State University of New York al Lhe re<in dipecthy Trom the manulacturer, the
\iban i an eminent authority on. Lo Monsanto Company; my ocil druggist sup
phenomenon of snow and the developer ol plied the ethyvlene dichlorice, @ volatile sol-

lawid-seedine methods vendt that must be handled carefull [ hi

W ohile with the General Elects L CRTEYRRETY chemicals were mixed i two sreneths L
i, Séhacfer bedam ohoienl 1n making pram of polvviny] formal resin o 100 ¢ubi
casts of other tvpes of crystals. Earlyviin 194 centimeters of ethviene dchloride, A
e decided (o try his technigue on snow an doublesstrength solgbion using two gram



FERNLIKE FINGERS
radiate from a snow

crystal under mild,
maisl conditions.,

IS ThNES ACTUML SITE

ICY EXCLAMATION PDINT
combines two fragments

which might hace broken
from a snow crystal such

as the one at right.

7O T/MES ACTWAL SEEE

10iH



SNOWY STAR BURST
Jorms a slim crystal
which adds ta its
shape, size, and design
by attracting more
water molecules.

TG TPEES ACTUAL BIK

FROSTY FILIGHEE
elches a sturdy

hexagonal erystal,
a type that falls in
cold, dry weather.

B3 ThMEs ACTAL BiTE

FROZEN BRANCHES sproul

within this snow crystal.
A dﬁgﬂ i difﬂ EETACHNOMES AMD wODACHROMES
on a Efﬂlﬂlr-l ll‘ﬂ'ﬂfﬂcﬂ- BY MDODERT F, SIGS0N (B) 865

7S TS ACTUAL SI2N 1006
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Lres On Lhest Jeng journey earthw e
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e wilh the wienke olgitan | EXEE 1 -.'-.I-'_ |"|_'.-.-:|,' sk -I‘.|I|I|--l|||-i- :.II'I'-||'-
directly to the snow to catch many finkes; or, U &S flust mot LTI 1 the Wir. AL mor
Oy u=sing the biack cloth, | can choose a stnoh Waler Vapor condenses on these crvstals, they
IdRe LIvRl inlerest ne 1 transfer it to the '|1II|'i.!-|_- become beavy enough to fall out of
rlass with the rod, dipped into the same saly thedr  Cloudds, Tossed about i churmimez ai
lon, The Hake will ndhére 1o the pane and b currents, th l:--|.||-|-I:-'Ii|'.'!_'.l.i!= L each othe
engulted immediately by the plistic thers breaking off tiny chips of ice. Then each chip
I'or L L | I:_ ikes the Lrperer fHTCLONL 5L 1IN TUFE aEy sLarl a4 new | [ sfl
Lon may gove better resalts) \s long as the temperature remains frgd

[rapped within its thin plastic shell—lese  the crvetals usually fall individually, How
{ RN ||i. ol Li1 :|l:| Lk rach op ever, n< Ehiey frass irbueh lavers of W IAT T e T
tal melts, and the ‘water vaponzes through e, they mav collide in steantic “traffic jam
the film, feaving behind an exact mold of the clumprne toeether o= they Butter down, Thua

ginal crvstal 1!||| makil, or cast, can then | thous i OF NIOre rysials mav i Inere to
e paolographed. It refects hight much o midtke n single flok
wolild the oriminal snow or jce crvstal What intricite form o snowflake will take.

Mastering Dy, Schaefer’s basie techoioue of ] how large 0 will be when it finallyv comi
CApliunng snow crvsials only increased ma Loy rest. depenids o Lhe range ol el L el
CHrnesily [0 earn morg Lol '.||L' wECTEls Ol and moisture mnthe LII”::'.=||'._| Wl by ||-.I---;_-
snow.  Fortunately, stlence has been bus Cn i very cold day, ilmy dry civros cloud
TUPHOCINE MV FIErs with {arts float high in the skyv. Snow crvstals that devel

we now Know thal r form high v inside such clouds generally assume the



Splatter of sleet (above) forms:
globigle \

ilelight used by the photographer to

halnlthe ciuster ol 1ce

hieaghten rebhief gives this - pallern ol
cellow Codor. Sleet Torms when rain
throuh '

below the trecmng poinl

frops {al 1 lover of arr Wil

Glacial hreworks éxplode into 4

permuanent desipn when

| H et o

- - - -
sTrEes | e 0

| |
gl ||_||I| |
sirltatairn-a it etl aiies, Causing Lhe jor-

mathan of ce needle

cmiall hexazonal plates o
ier, with cloucds Jow
and plump with molsture, the =now 1
formed within grow raprdly, branching out n

sturdly 2hape ol

columns. 1 wirmer weid

delicate fernlike arms and stellar rays Sl
other crvstals begin in an orderly fashion but
battered by wild winter winds, thev finally
land rageed and asvmmetricol

SUrpristngy, snow [orms WL OS] 2L0km
clouds all vear round, and in all climes, even
the most torridl Summer thundestorms often
nroduce snow, but on the journey earthward,
the warmine air takes its toll, and the fiake
melt into ramdrops

Is it true that no two spow crystals are

exactly alike? Dir. Schaefer estimates thal

W during a single 10-inch fall of snow more
than a4 million Aakes mav gather on a 2-foot
KEjLars CGorven this magnitude of possi-

bilities, it is easy to find crystals which may
appear similar. Yel, like human hngerprints,
no two are identical
hasts that fall from heasren, o twe willl exact

Among all the countless

Winter's wizardry
creates wonders
In miniature

v the siime size, pattern, and number ol witer

miolecules have ever been {ound

If photographine the endless designs ol
snow crvstals has been o soutce of both pro
[eaminnal and personal satistaction, collecting
casts of them provides an additional bonus. |
lon't think [ renlized just how valuable they
wiere until one sultry might i mid-July

' Lhacl,” sug-
Wie wiend
into the <tudy and from a drawer drew oul
the prkmis
On ' them lay n dazzhing collection of orystal

Let's get the snowflakes out

gested my 1 l-year-ald son Kobert
of glass 1'd stored away last winler

images, perfect in every detall

Ouatearde in the warm dark, fireflies darted
through the night, bul indide the house a
colder season held ue Time spun back ward
o the moment 1 first canghl the (nlling Aakes
swow here they remained, wonders from L
sky that were always mine to share, ours to
Examining them we hecame, for A
while anvway, twi wihir explorers lost in
the snows o vestervent THE EXD



Map Weaves

EVEN SQUARE FEET of tropic geog-
raphy, wilth notes interweaving rich
threads of the New World's earliest

listorv—this is vour Society’s latest map,
West Indies and Central Ameriea, a special
supplement to the January GEOGRAPHIC

[0 meei the needs of the Societv’s mount
g membership, 7,224,000 copies have been
produced—the largest print order for & map
in Natwnal Geographic histon

Far those who can =6t out to roam “the
American Mediterranean™ in person, this up
to-clate and colorful chart will become a
prized travehng companion Others will find
it a magic carpet to waft them to the Carib
bean on mmaginaton’'s wings

lhe sun-cdrenched world unfolded here en-
compasses all the nations of Central America
and & renerous shice of South Amenca, as well
as the entire Cartbbean with its doried i<des
andd newly independent 1sland countries

Cruise Ships Hepliace Byveone Galleons

Although the gleam of "'!_I.J_r]i'-l' gialdl is e
—much of it to the bottom of these seas in
sunken gulleons—milhons of dollars pour into

Lhis region from the pockets of eager tourists
pursuing sunstine and tronguillity, By o jet
anid cruise ship more than 2,500,000 travelers
visited the island

< wnd countries of the Carih
bean tast vear, nearly tnple the number of
visitors a decade ago

Framung the new map, 38 insets enlaree
[ALYLRLILAT YV aAr AL :,'ll.li-—|'I||'!'I|l Hi.l:ll, Ll‘lr_'
Virgin Islands, Jamnica, the Bahamas, and
minny otheérs. Detailed maps of the cifies of
witssan, Charlotte Ama
Rineton anchor the four corners 1o scales ps

e, N Juan, and

I F 3 K

large az .43 miches to the mils

Fiftv-six notes in red span the full range of
Western Hemusphere history, Near the top of
the map, mudway down the steppingstone

HBa

1ATMIAS, & Aol I'I|II!|‘i it the =ATHIY CaVv .l

Shingled by surf, the worid's zecond lonz-
eat ool reef—alfter Austmolin’s Great Bar
rier—irinpes Hritsh Hondgras for 100 miles
LErk seaward side plunges steeply 10 great
deplhs; pale wialers to landward lie anly

L i 15 lewl S



History With

San Salvador, believed to be the isle where
Columbus frst waded ashore in 1492
by appear symbols of loday’s great era ol
exploratinn—iny

[ lose

red parachutes marking
splashdown points of Mercury, Gémini, and
Apallo astronauts seouted  the
through space for man's Arst landing on
another world

The svmbal for ruins—three dols stacked
|n'nltnn|-.=-1:-]l.'—-l,ll.'il-'.ll‘.é the Yucatan Pemin
sulan nnd Goatemala, where archeolopgsts
slowly expose a Mayva empire swallowed hy
jungle for centuries. The map pinpoints his
tortc catiachvsems: Jammica's Port Roval, w
a | 7th-century earthquake slid a city into the
apt, Mont Pelée, on Martinigue, whose erup-
tion in 1902 ki

a3 LI

w i Wiy

I|1.- rq-

ledd all but one man m a city

Along the preat arc of the old Spanish M:ain
and the island necklace of the West Indies,
ont hegrs mostly the speech of Spain, inter
epersed with English. Here and there are ac
cents of France gand the MNetherlands, and, in
the southern MNetherlands Antilles. a unigue
melange known as Papvamentu (pege 115)

The political spectrum of the region ranges
from Western democracy to despotic rile, ax
in Hagti, and the New World's only Commu-
nist regime, 0 Costra’s Cu

i

Here at the madnil of the Amernicas hegins
a benevolent 6,000-mile vovage: The Gulf
stream syvstem, born m the Yucatin Channel
west of Cubna, lavishes warmth and greenery
on shores as distant as Norway. Here, too, in
walers around the Lesser Antilles, breed black
killer tempests like Hurmicane Camille; last
Augmrst 1t slammed 19-mile-an-hour winds
mta the U S Gulf Coast to earn dubious
fame n= n billon-dollar disasier

Among scores of soundmgs, the map oe-
picts the profundity of the Puerto Rico
Trench—at 258,374 feet the Atlantics great-
est known depth—ias well as the cay-dotted
shallows of the hemisphere's longest harner
reef (oppasite)

Addittonal copien of the maip West Iindies and Con
tral Amerca, anid olher wall mages of the Saciely, mas
be orderpd by miadl from Dept &1, SNatonel Geagranbic
society, Washington, I C. 20040, Friced, Including post
e dinel bamnedling 52,55 on gaper, £330 on plastid (un

folded), A bBookker mdes 1w place names s avadable for
%] .10, postinee paird

113

Geography

ELILELHEINL joi ) Dol ikl Qg o [

Greenstone burisal mask, more thian 2,000 vears
was pnerarthed at Monie Alto, Guatemala.
“eittonal Cseogranhic

Harvard, expedition

i,
last weir by & et T g

Feabody Museuwn

Home, sweel home —350 feet under, off the
Virgin Islands Four aguanauts of Tektite 1—
spansored by the U, 5 Navy, NASA, the Degpeirt
ment of the Interior, and General Electric Com-
pany—Inved continuously on the sed Hoore for o
recordd 60 days in 1069, One aguanaut retioves i
shitld from 4 window of the habital. Another
dapproocnes the sharkpron! mam entrance

FRil el EITLH =il ¢ HE B 751 mit







Touch of the Dutch
transplanted to the
tropbcs, Curag oo
Hawnts archatectursl
gingerhread patnted in
~.l_|:|-:'_l..'1_|4|-u|-; colors. In
thie capital, Willem:
sind, lowdluty prices
lure tourists b arcaded
shops—asome in buaild-
ings of the early 17Ks
Bevond, a Venezuelin
tanker glhdes omtward
bouwnd from Curagao s
greal oll refinery

From Willemstad
the Netherlands Antl-
s povernment edimin-
isters bwo Lelinnd trios
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IX DOTSIN AWIDE SEA—three off Venezdela's coast in a near-
desert clime, low Iving, cactus covered; three others; 500 miles northenst-
wird across the Caribbean, bold with volcanic peaks or rolling hills, lush
with tropical forests and emerald meadows—surely this far-flung con-
stellation of contrasts known as the Netherlands Antillesis one of history's
mast cutious countries. (See maps, page 123 and the wall map supplement,
West Indies and Central America.)

The people of the two island clusters, once known collectively as the
Dutch West Indies, do not even speak the same Ianguage. In the southern
eroup—Aruba, Bonaire, and Curagao (called the ABC's, or the Dutch
Leewardsi—the native tongue is Papyamentu, an intriguing medley of
many different languages. In the northern triand—Sint Maarten, Saba, and
Sint Enctatius (the 3 S, or utch Windwardsl—the dialect 15 a Liting,
archaic English.

The official langunge, however, 1= Duteh, -and only because these dis-
parate istands were all once Dutch colonies are they now one country
under the crown of the Netherlands. Dynamic and largely sel{-poverning,
the Netherlands Antilles has gone its own way snce 1954, and Antilleans
reminided me often that they are the equals of the Dutch. In the tripartite
union called the Kingdom of the Nethertands, which consists of the Neth-
erlands itself, the Antilles, and Surinam (formerly Dutch Guiana), all are
full partners

In the union of the six Antillean isles, however, some weigh heavier
than others, and i_'ur.;u;;m, largest and maost I::][}L]qu- of the islands, weighs
heaviest—but in a delightfully lighthearted manner. The first time | saw
Willemstadd, capital both of Curagan and of the country, 1 knew 1 had
come pmong a gayv and high-spirited people. The architecture is joyous.
Bright colors splush homes, shops, government hutldings—blue beside
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pink, vellow beside green, with red tlle roofs evervwhere

How did this ehiromatic Kplosion come about? It was all
lue to one Vice Vidm. Albert Kikkert, an By FOovernose
generil of the islands. The glare of the tropical sun on white
wils hurt bis eves, so 1n 1817 he simply decreed no more
Wi Ee I::'.-E'_'I.'"- Ve shnce 1-|I'|.'| EESTN A !-I'!-| the look and
feset| Lhad |'|=;-i"|'|| geientne gcove 11

Few Caribbean o eSS Can fouch it gs 4 nvinge archtecturad
musewm. Almaost ity beautifu '-I:I'l|_||:_'- LUV e Trom Lhe
| &th cenlury (page | 14), hunidreds from the early 19th, and
EvEn a rareé [ew irom the [7th—all stil lived 1o or worked
i Evervwhere arcades, balging columns, and curved roce
co gablis evoke the curtous spiett of the old colonial Dutch

Il'l_l_ill_r-\. -|||i‘|||'|._ |” | I.||I_|I_ .!“ |||I ;-II -.._IlII

Rioters Looled = Then Returmed Their Booty

ot so jolly, however. were the burned-out sans 1 saw i
soime streets the ot tume | visited 'Willemistadd
[ was strolling with my oled friend. Curacas Couns Hor

Papy Jesurun, a vounyg minortyv-putety leader, through the

maif downtown area called Punda ithe Point) |":'_" HIOK

nis el sadly gt the destraction W Vere passing and gnva

mie a-crypilc explanation: “The Thirtieth of Mav,"” he said

enuncidaungE t

L I.'.il.' Iy capiin 5 1f 1 WER Hartk Fri |.I_'.
of a bad Fourth of July

Cin May 30, 19649, traditionally law-abiding Curacan
expernenced a sentous civil disturbance Strikers apainst an
Ou subrcontractor, and [heir sympathizers, marched on the
govErnmen! buldings in downtown Willemsiad, and the
march turned to riot. Two persons were killed, shops looted,
i 33 huildings buyrned down

Liulel sindci |.-I"'._I.|,._. WO It Can never napnen avai
Chastened marchers and ministers alike agree that riot |
ot the ( ITREAONTT WaEY A leqwling merchant told me

I-'l'.' morming aiter 1the ol '|'||_'---- rirls Kot HOINE 1n

When our windows were smashed, they had erabbed mer
chandise by the fistful. Next dav thev came to sive it bark

I e inbred respect for law and order that k= so charictes
Istically Puteh does ot die ensily

LUn one thing the great majonty of Curagaoans of every
shade ol skin and pobbics seetm 1o AETeE [ e | 'hurtieth ot
vlay wus o labor uprising—aaed a4 race riol Though th
i=innd’s populption is. Hke the Netherlanids Antilles as 4
whode, ) percent black of kqove imixed). more than i
national straans contribuate to the “Cur W0 cockial B
three centuries Curacao has been oo great international port
it traching center ant races from around the wiorkil howvi

el s mneledd ther

1 I-l"|1‘|- 1|'t |I|'|'|'|||.I-.||. T I Finlitel e HTTE S g RHLVEYT ..Il

L urad po—entortaing guests al an island botel: A four-siring
FUITLAT siTims accompanimertl L ST RE W EARTL IV TR i Pari,
ITHE 1L thr hivbrd tonewe of the | hutcl e warid AT g
inguaee, and the custom of making ¢lothes from Aour sacks
clale (o i fi vhen Ui TR a1 TR k5 1
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OIL AND WATER MIX IN CURACAOQ, where a mammaoth
Shell refinery puffs prosperously in the embrace of
Willemstad's superb harbor. The floating bridge,
restless “Queen Emma,” opens for ships as many as
20 times a day. Massive concrele abutments of a new
bridge rise on both sides of the channel at upper
right. The districts of Punda (the Point), right, and
Otrabanda (the Other Side) flank the busy watericay.
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came Lo medn o gong and a dance (o the drom's
beat, then a festival that put all these together
in an African courtship rite.

The cab swung around to head for the Hato
district, where the tambiti was “happening” at
a private home. As we rolled along, the driver
translated the radio proceedings for us

“They are singing, ‘Let us drown the bad
luck and sadness of the past vear in the stream
of the tambi joy,'" he explained. “So first
they tell of the bad luck: ‘Elenits, we are sad
vour indge was repossessed. Next vear, Tom,
we hope vou will not smash vour car or loee
so much o craps.’”

“Rolls Like Thunder. .. Hot Like Fire”

We heard the tambu before we saw it A
blast wave of primitive music enpulfed us
Truly, as Curacaoan folk poet Elis Juliana
has written, it “rolls like thunder and is hot
like fire.” Then the tambu site lay ahead—n
blage of ights strung round a rambling house,
with a six-pointed star of electric bulbs on a
hillock bevond.

A hundred sparkling late-moidel cars stood
wlong the road—not tourists” but the cele-
brators', The 300 singing, dancing blacks in
the patio and vard looked as prosperous as
their vehicles No qunint folk costume for
them, but neat sports attire and shining, soap-
scrubbed faces. The poor of these islands
somehow manage to have cars (there 15 one
for every six personsh, and all take pride in
their dress, Though unemployment is a prob-
lem, the country knows little of the grinding
poverty, ragged garb, and srime that beset
some other Caribbean isles. T have never seen
a beggar in the Netherlands Antilles.

As we joined the crowd, an ancient couple,
cheered on as Mamacita and Papacito, were
hugging the microphone. They led the singing
because they alone remembered the old clas-
sic Papyvamentu verses—songs from slave
davs like; D9 kf manera é6dh . .. Dk maners
noy lo biba den e mundu aki. | .

The words mean, “"How, oh how, are we
to live in this world?" The sonp goes on to
lament thut the “sinners,” the white overseers,
“treat us bad, When we do wrong, the sitnners
say we are wrong. When we do good, the
sinners say it is also wrone"

The band tightly ringed Mamacita and
Papacito with its instruments: the tambi
(drummed with the hands), the chaps (0 hoe
struck with a bar), the i {a rasp), the one-
string banjo, and the cowbell, Suddenly a fre-
netic rhyvthm erupted, and couples “jumped,”
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Netherlands Antilles

ELF-GOVERNING #ince 1954, the group

consists of Aruba, Bonaire, anid Curacao,
semi-arid low-lving isles off Veneruela: and,
300 miles northeast, Sint Maarten, Sin
Eustatius, amnd Sabas lush and lofty. Once
Enown as the Dich
West  [ndies, the
country now forms
part of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands,
i whichit hasequal
political status with
the Netherlands and Suringm. The Antilles
few many flags before the Dutch secured
fingd control n 1816, Sint Eastatius alone
changed hands no fewer thun 22 times

The coral-studded “ABC™ {slands—Aru-
b, Bonaire, and Curngao—crouch near sea
level. The "3 5% —Sint Eustatius, Sint Muar- |
ten, and Saba—sonr (o balmy beights. (See
the map supplement West Indies and
Central Americn, especially insets 11, 20,
I8, mmil 29
ABEA: 390 square malis (larpest, Curagan, 152
w1 mil.. smnklest, Saba, 3 s ML POPULATION:
Iin0Ey, 00 pervent Megrobd, with remaindes
cluelly of Duich, Lotin-American, Armwak, sml
Hritish extrpction LANCUAGE: Oficially Dtk
Local langumees: Papyamentu in the ARC's, Enp-
izh in the 3 5% RELIGION: Predominantly Ro-
muasy Caihals i ABCS and Saba, Prodestant else-
where ECONOMY: XBLC =il refining, lourism,
chemicals, phosprhate, sall. 3 S'5—Atourism, fubing.
MAJOR CITIES: Willemstad, Cuoragan (43 5000,
cupiLal aend ¢ hiel port; Ovaniestad, Aroba (16,3000,

teland capital pnd port, Philipsburg, Sint Maarten
(3,700} canltal of 3 5%

as they say—stomping, chanting, clapping
hands above heads, gyrating and wrigzling,

Cur driver apologized. “With this radio
business, they all play to the microphone, so
they haven't really let go vet"”

A young couple, who seemed to me to be
letting themseives go pretty well, took Han-
nah and me in hand and tught us how to
wmp. We jumped, we stomped, we clapped,
and after an hour. exhausted but closer to-
gether than we'd been before, we drifted back
to the cab. Around us other couples, who had
also lost themselves and found each other in
the tambu joy, made for their cars, like us,
Arml i Arm.

As we returnied to our hotel, we passed the
Covernor's Pulace overlooking Sint Anna
Baai, Willemstad's harbor entrance. Though
it was past midnight, windows were ablaze,
The governor is largely a ceremonial ruler,



appointed by the Queen as her represent-
ative, but sometimes a crisis can keep him
up late. If the government resigns, as it did
after the May riot, he may have to appoint
a caretaker government and arrange 4 spe-
cinl election. |

Islands Ruled by 22 Deputies

Basic political power resides in the Staten,
which meets a short distance away. The coun-
try's parliament, it consists of 22 deputies
elected by universal suffrage and allotted
according to the islands’ populations. Cura-
gan, with a population of 141,400, gets 12
deputies; Aruba, with 59,000, eight; Bonaire,
with 7,800, one; und the three Windwards,
with a total population about equal ts Bon-
nire's, also one. The deputies confirm the nam-
ing of ministers, and the ministers elect the
mimister-president, leader of the government.

The islands are jealous sisters (Curagao

and Aruba compete fiercely for tourists and

oil business) and therefore they insist strongly
on “states’ rights.” Each of the Leewards, and
the Windwards as a group, has an elected
istand council to oversee local affmirs: A ge-
zaghebber (power holder), appointed by the

Oueen, presides over each council,

I have always felt, however, that in the
capital city the real ruler is neither minister-
president nor governor nor gezaghebber but
the 19th-century Dutch Queen Emmao She
lives on through her namesake, the “Queen
FEmma" bridge, and Emma can bring Wil-
lemstad to a halt twenty times a day if she
has a mind to—and she often does.

Floating on pontoons, 500-foot-long Emma
is & quaint, attractive nuisance. She spans Sint
Anna Bani, connecting tand disconnecting)
the Punda and Otrabanda (Other Side). When
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et Shell odl

antd economi

refinery, a Curacan landmeark
nmeanstay for half a8 contury
211 Whith its tadl flares It 1s
plevous for miles around-—a "pillar of cloud

[rales 1 20)-

by dav,” o *mlar of fire by nigh
Trade Wind Cools Tropic lsles

As we passed Lhe [ast flare. rain befan Lo
I.|_',|_ .|!'.'-. s i !|||I:|_-'.L'||[lr|_l. event, since fhe

Duteh Leewards get only 221 inches all vear
The Leewards seldom seem humid Beécause
of the prevailing |5-mile-an-hour nsrt heast
L ae

LULTE

wind, the dayviime average lemjpmra-

of 817 F_ rarely feels oo hot, and the

phpelits, oven in summer. are cool. For toarss.

this olimate s amaone the world's best, For U
redidents, however, the meager rainfall means
noserious water shortage

In Willemstads Mundo Nobo distriet, ws
saw what the country is doing about the prob-
lem. Managing Director Dr. Engineer G H
T he,
huee desalinization plant that makes Curn
can’s fresh water from the sen

“This s ane of the world's larocest

i (Chinese-Indonesian, showed us the

[t can
b

gl “We have a power plant here, too, sind

§ & | H | g T B
Elgelniilnly -I'_- million =allons a das L

i Lo hiehlt our evaporators we ise the exhaost
sieam from the turbines that make stectricaty
We evaporale the brine
Then the plre We misl ran i
thritieh Himestone o give 1 “water flavor’’

From Mundo Nabo we struck out wiest
witil into the kiintkn, Uhis puntrvside. Hupe
cacrtl domimated the lantscape ke Dur
organ pipe, called daiu; another, somew hat
similar but with jointed pipes, called aduiha

1 Thash A0 Lirmes

Waler 1 50

-||||r'

[ollowing pares) In places the Runekeras, or
countryfolk, had trained the daty into fences
using the fences as
wishlines, the spines serving as clothespins

The kunukerps make a jellied soup from
kadushi, but they must move fast Lo beat the
soats. Evervwhere we looked, those voracious

.|_j|_|:. i I_.J_-lllll-_l”'- Wiere

heaste were not only eating kkidushi bt
chomping right through the spiny dniu (ences
(Curacaoo has about 10,000 goats, and though
A Prime source of meat they are pests, run
ring free wherever appetite takes them
Who owns them? That depends on circum
Suburbanites maintain that f vou

FUn over o goal every kunukero wall swear

stAnNncCes

i a goai eats vour whole garden, no
one owns him!
shortly the flar landscape beean 1o change

Hills rose in ever larger billows, and thick
tropical greenery inlermingled with the cac-
fis. Everywhere the divi-tHve, or TET TN
wree ( Caesalpina cortarig), blown by the nortl-
east trade wind, painted #s crown infatlibly
serithwest thick nrches
over  thi Manchineel ||."|li-h':.lll_-f'3.
offering poisonous little green apples to the
anwary. Ahead, conical Sint Christoffel Berg

Tamarnnd formed

rivil

Staircase of old slave dwellings Ut down
Berg Altena Street in Willemstml. Manv ol
laday’s occupants descend from slaves [reed
i 1AL Pastel culors brighten walls here
el througholt the atv—legacy of an early
Diatch official who banned white hoases be

i LESE ‘.'||'i' _'|.L!- nUhe: sun D h:- b



DAPFPFLED EMERALD WATERS off
Aruba fruoy @ catamaran driven by

the trade wirnd. White sarmed hewehes

luxeery hotels, and camldine

caxinos make thiy sepd-areel ixde
lodestone for vaonfionists,

On the Hownbore. or “"Hagstack' =
af S feel one of Towe=Tyine Aruba's
highest paints (right )= three Eindy

I'J:_ilr ciatctus Lift spaked [imbs, g R
kadushi, lefi. flat-paddied

:}Jﬁ:"l 1

introw, gredd sopnaro-like clatu, Tl -""t..:

aften used for fencea 'E
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poked up-—highest peak in the Dutch Lee
wards at 1,220 feet (map, page 123)

We reached ‘Westpunt Band, near the is-
land’s: northwestérn tip, just as the rain
stapped. Climbing o wooded cliff overiooking
the deserted beach, we changed into bathing
suits. Below us the bav, edeed with fine white
sind, sparkled green and blue, We went down
tir swim in the delicious water, and afterward
broke out our pienic lunch.

Kitchen “"Eves” Scared Away Ghosts

Turning homeward then, we passed several
Isth-century  fondfieizen, plantation man-
sions built on hills looking out to =ea AL
Landhuis Jan Kock. owner Dr. J. W, M. Die-
mont, a veterinarian, showed us around,

The kitchen had the typical décor of Dutch
colonial davs: bilg white dots scattered over
red walle. “The kitchen slaves painted them
on,” the doctor explained “They are eves to
scare the ghosts away.”

Cratsile, D Diemont pointed down the
hill to where pink and violet salt pans lay,
long disused. He told us that the Dutch West
India Company built the original Jan Kock
house for the first supervisor of those pans.
The prodaction of salt by the natural evapo-
ratton of brine in the tropical sun had been
the earliest industry in the Duteh isles. Slaves
hterally “sent to the =alt mines”™ had the
hurdest ot of all,

The ineguities of those bad old slave days
ate pretty much forgotten, and one of the
greatest unifiers has been Papyamentu, the
Dutch Leewards language spoken with equal
rest by college gradustes and kunukeros |
took my first lessan in it from May Henriquesz,
n Curagoaoan transiator of English, French,
and Spanish classics into the native tongrue

May began by giving me her translation of
A musical entitled Luiza, Porko Sushi, mean-
ing “Liza, Dirty Plg" Set to local folk tunex,
it had run for 15 triumphant perforrmances
I enined sorme idea of the difficulties of Papya-
mentu when Mav told me that 1 knew this
work as My Fair Lady

But the explanation is simple, really: In My
Fagr Lady, as in Shaw's Pygmalion on which
thit musical was based, the heroine Eliza Doo-
httle—whom a professor of speech turned
inte a faar lndv—Dbegan life as a grimy Cock-
ney flower vendor. To the humble folk in the
Curagao audience, her lowly ortgin would be
the point o stress

National Geographic, January 1970

“You must translate not only words but
s context.” My said. *Since we have no
Nower girls here, | made Eliza a Curacanan
peanut vendor outside Willemstad's Cine-
landia movie house The line her teacher used
to test Eliza’s progress—"The rain in Spain
stavs mainly in the plain™—I made '‘E muoka
mishe a bai saku un hénmber i awa na pos—
The girl went to fetch a pail of water at the
well ' Since Papyamentu is a language and not
Just u dialect, we have upper- and lower-
class acoents. The way a country girl pro-
nounced those sounds would give her away.”

Though, as May's test sentence indicates,
much of the Papvamentu vocabulary derives
from Spanish, the language probably began
with Portuguese Because Sephardic Jews
from Portuguese-speaking Brazil were prom-
inent in Curagao in the 17th century, Portu-
guese became the language of trade; smug-
glers, slnvers, and slaves turned it into Papyva-
menty by giving it dashes of Dutch, English,
Arawak. and African tongues.

.« - But Not for n Roasted Priest

Thiz cosmopulitan language <prings from a
casmopolitan history, Curagan’s first known
foreign arrivals, the gentle Coaguetios, an
Arawak tribe from Venczueln, named the
sland, (For what, no one knows, but certainly
not, as was once suggested, lor cvra asado,
Spanish for “roasted priest.™)

Theén, in 1499, Curacao gol officially dis-
covered by Amenge Vespuccl Spain roled
until 1634, when, 1n the course of the Nether-
lands" Eighty Years' War for independence
from Spain, the Dutch selzed Curacao, and
two vears liter Aruba and Bonaire

The struggle for the Windwards was more
prolonged. In 1644 Peter Stuvvesant, gover-
nor af Curagan, lost his night leg trying unsuc-
cessfully to take Sint Maarten, But he went
on b fame as the peg-legged director-general
of Nituw Nederiand, From his capital m
Nicuw Amsterdam—now New York City—
he also governed the Dutch West Indies

During the American Revolation, Dutch
traclers on Curaguo and Sint Eustatius sup-
plivd the Americans with ammunition and
goods, and the British did not {orget. In 1800
and again in 1807 thev seiged the ABC's and
reappropriated the Dutch Windwurds (which
they had taken and lost many times before),
In 1816, however, the Duteh regained all six
i=lands by treaty



I'he Netherlands Antilles: Holland in the Canbbean |

Fior the next hundred vears, the colomnes themselves thi gmbaralive Kt k= ol casing
ved chiefiv on trade; them, in 1915, Shell they had known, micasuring them againz
Curaguo st el butldhing a rebinery Lo process tome Place they called Vega
ol from Venesaele It orevolutionlzed the (he tourst influence has S0 peryvaded the
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up on Aruba in 1929 and redoubled prosper flected  The vellow-bellied bananuquit
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Aritha,. and St Maarten have the bHegest
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Fair Bonaire. nature’s
mini-kKingdom
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Pinched between salt and sea, Phifips-
burg sits an a Sint Masrten sanid bar. The
northern part of the islamd—5SL Marfin—
belongs to France Crenmy-tinterd pans,
which onve vielded sall for export 1 Hol-
Land as a fish preservative, are Detng flled o
one end for oo one street m.]mn:ir-n ol the
ittle capital Booming tourism and o busy
fishing imdustry help make Sint Maarten the
only part of the Netherlands Antilles to en
you full emplovment. Saba, 25 miles distant,
thrasts above the horizon

Bixz face and loud tick of 0 duty-Iree watch
witt @ buver in o Philinsburg jewelry shop

like beine patronieged by Curagaocans and
Arubans. Least developed and populous o
the Dutch Leewards (though second largest
isinnd of all the Netherlpnds Antilles), Bonaire
foes not vet earn her way in the umon, Her
economy relies heavily on government grants,
o fact which impels some Curacansns and
Arubans 1o treat her cavalierdy as a Cinder-
eiln they supporl

For myself, though [ am only touristically a
Prince Charming, | fell in love with Cinderel-
la—simply because she 8 Cinderelln. Rustic,
far from the madding ¢rowd (her capital “eity,”
Kralendijk, has a8 population of 550), Bonaire
retains old-fashioned charms that her sisters
have traded for the pottage of progress.

Fhough tourisis, especially scuba. divers,
are merensingly dizcovering the benuties of
Bonmire's reels and coves, the island’s evers
day life revolves on o bucalic axis. Twenty
thousand goats crop itscactus. Pmk flamingas
(peiges  134-3) fAutter over itz rainbow-hued
salt pins. And evervwhore
the succulent aloe plant spreads its fleshy,
spine-edged leaves to the sun

In one thing at least Bonaire leads: It pro
duces more of the aloe's incredibly bitter
eeddicine than any of 115 ststers. W hile visiting
the government aloe plantation called Am-
boina, 1| touched the severed end of an aloe
leaf to the tip of myv tongae—and tasted its
acridity for hours afterward,

Manneer Niki Tromp told me: "1 he natives
have always known the aloe can cure. If their
chickens get sick, thev throw a live plant in
the pond where the chickens drink Thev alsa
ee the juice for burns and mex it with syrup
o make cough medicine

“Here we produce only resin and gel See
that lady. .. ." He pointed Lo a gloved, booted,
straw-hatted woman wielding a sawed-off

JSLTE |..|.'|.|1I-ill acre,

T R T iEHIEY e L) H 8

ERTRTw DR jalideE | A

muchete. “She cuts the leaves and putsthermn
in that trough to let the juice run out natural-
ly. We botl it down and export the resin lor
use in laxatives and remedies for fever, high
blood pressure. and ulecers. We also scrape
oul the gel that rémains in the lenaves—ior
cosmetics and sunburn lotions.”

Sunlight on Ses Water Yields Salt

Another natural chemical product, salt, is
making 4 comeback on Bonaire, After the
Dutch freed their slaves in 18463, the exten
sive Honairean salt pans fell to ruin becaase
no one wanted to do the grueling work. Mod-
ern machinery has made salt-pan operifion
feasible aman, and a Pennsvivania company
has spent millions to build new pans

The fat land an which the sall pans werg
first [aid out probably gave Honaire its name
The pseudo-scholarly derivation from the
French bon afr (good air) is valid metearolog-
ically but not etymologically. The Spaniards
recorded phonetically the Armwaks' name for
their island: Bofnaj, pronounced something
like Bo-nuh, and pos=ibly meaning “
country.”

Indeed. the salt area les so low thit the
Iitch had to put up ebelisks for ships Lo findd
their particular cargn. The colors of these
markers, still standing, gave the pans ther

(ERLY

|37



o ey __"1!..'.'.-' e =13
_,___.,,.#Hi- A "l‘q-""-:h Sed

ﬁ ﬂ,ﬂ‘ﬂ“’ ?‘.3‘”‘"{*

‘Illl"'




Golden Rock™: Sint Eustatiu
CATrmeEE = ||||':|||||'| momE Wil
areal wealth as a haly of oolenial

irade. Now i slumbers, & volcan

i ogem, nimir Lhe Brtish &l of 5

Bttt Do K eround

First foreign salole 1o a LF5
varship boomed [rom  Daitch
syifis Of Stnbia when Le Cont-
nental Nave's dawdveie LN wr-
riverl 1 November ol I
hip Mies the Grand Union, pred

eressar of the Stars and Strapes

Brooding ruins of Lower Town
aneeE d LNrving Commmenc il Ares
recall Britan's revenpe oo Slalia
for supperrting the rebel Thirieen
Ualonges. During BritivhelMitch
STVLTR1RYRT in 1781, Adm. 5Si
Leorge Rodney plundered tha
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anchor al her port

present  names; Bloe Pan, White, and Crange

[he real colors of the pans oo nol correspond L
the abelisk colors Fuchsts, violet, rusty pink. they
take their huet from algne. The beauty 15 8 iving
i il._'|_||'.£|||._' I.!|i=l'_'_ LY N CANn e an Or i shade 1n

the moarntne, pink In the afternoon

SOME pAns |'|.'|.'.'-_'

dmost the same ormge-pink
color as the flamingos (Fhoenicofleris richier) thidt
inhabil them. There seems Lo be a connection, Jew-
eler Jules Heltkonig, who hias a tiny zoa behind his
Kralehdijk shop, showed me three big flamingas he
had adopted s sick chicks; they were n dirty white
“The chopdee, as we call him, loses Ms color
en taken off his salt-lake diel,” Jules <nidd

W

he Aamingos on the pans are only o fraction of
the thousand or so pairs that frequent Bonaire
[heir main breeding pliece 2 Pekel Meéer, a salt
laroon where they tend the odd httle mour

IRdEATICLS
on which thev lay their eges. We also saw large
']:.. s iy Lacitns 'ullu'-.'r wHe h -|III'.|||'- Fri=riesik i B i-
(ol Briandaris, Bopuire's highest peak. From timg
to time o flock would rise suddenly, ity posrs of
wines beating the hiue sky into a pink froth

Duteh Windwards Prrip Greener

It was time for us o go skyward ourselves
northeast o the 3 8% (map, poag L. Thi two-
snd-g-half-hour fight bransported us to another
world With twice ns much rain as the three south
crn tslands, Sint Manrten, Sint Eustatius; and Saba
drip greenery. Instead of lying low on the horizon,
they sopr—all the way to Saba's peak, ut 2,854 feel

the country’s highest point
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much mmternationil strife Not til 1816 did the 3 5's dehnmely hecome Datch
Bielore that, St Maaren changed Aags 16 times, saba. 12 ond Statia. 22 Th
English and Dutlch were particularly bilter antigonists in this pohtical Ping
Fong game. o comirary were their views that the Envlish called the local is

ands ynder thelr control the Leewards, while the Dutch called their ishan
the Windward

he English snatched tha =5 50 often that when tvev hinally departed the
eIt thetr aneuaee behing, and if 15 68 | spoKen in the accents of the I British
- loes. Place namies have a lusty Anglo-Saxon swing: Naked Bov, the Devil's
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High and dry in Upper Hell's Gate
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liwrge-scale Bshing industry. A Japanese com
pany cilled Curacuo Pioneering runs a large
fleet of deep-sea vessels out of Philipsburg
They range o thousand miles or more. taking
mostly tuna and marlin and {reezing them
abward ship

Lin Statia, 30 miles to the south, fishing is
<tll an old-fashioned affair, complete with fish
stories. One local angler told me that occi-
stonilly someone caught and ate a polsonous
nsh—hbut nothing to worry ahout

144 Saba’s luva crogs seem to Aont on the sea bevond o water skier off Sint

“The best remedy for the pizen Gsh, thanks
be to God," he said, “its gin, with a bt o’
potato juce.”

There | was, folk medicine and all, right
back in the 18th centurv—and only 30 miles
Irom sophisticated St Magrten, Oranjestad,
around which maost of Statia’s population of
|, 00 lives, looks like an old eneravine of
an English village, circa 1793, The poignant
rutned stone churches, the crumbling above.

ground burial vaults, and the tumble of




wrecked warchouses in the bavside Lower
Town (page 139) give little indication that
thit was once o grent center of world trade
in the davs ol saling ships

Far more than half & century the volcanic
island of Statia thrived as the Golden Rock.
the Diamond Rock. Envious neighbors be
dowerd the names in 1oken of its wealth, de-
rivieel from n lucrative commerce in slaves,
auear, and munitions. Durnng the American
Revolution, the United States was Stalias

most edger customer Good business mince
ool {riends, and Statin becume the first
foreign port to salute & United States warship

O November 16, 1776, the brizantine An-
drew Dorvia entered Statia’s roadstead, dipped
the Grand Union (the Stars and Stripes had
not vet been born), and fired a salute. Johannes
de Granfl, Statia's commander, ordered &
return salute (page 138) When the British
learned of this outrage, they protested to the
“etherlands, and De Graaff was called home

Muarten. Telephoto lens shrinks the between-island distance of 25 miles.
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o explain, He argued that he had fired only
11 salvas, not the troditionadl 13, and =o jt
rendly didd not count

This reasoning falled to satisfy the British,
and they also continued to resent Statin’s
poaching on their trade monopoly with the
Brtish Cartbbean colonles. In 1781 they took
their revenge when Adm. Sir George Rodnev
serzed Statia and plundered 10 mitlion dollars
worth of goods

Enghish Gardens on a Duteh 1sle

Stntia's close neighbor, Saba, 15 miles
northwest, having nothing much to be plun-
dered, simply absorbed English invaders.
Today there are many more English family
mames an Sila thin Dutch, Tis litte setile-
ments hlend English village with Duteh town.
Brght-painted Dutéh-style houses have tiny
doorviard eardens, which, with the typioal
British penchant for privacy, are jealously
gugrded by neat white picket fences

Rising steeply from the sein to almost 3,000
feet, Sabu s an overawing mountain viewed
from its base. Viewed from o plane seeking
the 1,300-foot runway notched into one flank,
it can be downnght intimidating

The pilot af the amall Domier 258 STOL
(short takeoff and landing) plane that shuttles
from Sint Maarten invited me into the cockpit
to observe the approach. As we rushed at the
tny mrstrip (which ends in & precipitous drop
to the seal, 1 asked him anxiously, “Has any-
one ever done this beflore#”

He laughed “Don't worry. We've never
misserl. With this plane we can make it in
hall the runwav.” We did, and nothing to it—
for the pilot anvhow,

A taxi took me from the inding stnip up
the sinuous road to Lower Hell's Gate (pase
1430 From there the driver led me up o steep
light of more than 150 steps cut into the rock
to Upper Hell’s Gate, Saba’s highest village,
1,400 feet above the sea

In the vard of a cliffside house stood the
frume of a 32-fool boat with red ribs 10 feet
high (page 142) Historians decry the legend
that Sabans once buill large boats on the
heights and lowered them to the sea by pul-
levs, But the builder of this boat was doing
sumething very ¢lose 1o that

“He wan't use pullevs,” the driver ex-
plained. “He's just framing-up here. When he
sees the fit is right, he'll take her apart and
carry her down rib by nb o Cove Bav, and

National Geographic, January 1970

put her all together there. She'll be a two-
engine cabin cruiser to take tourists fishing "

Tourism is just beginning on Saba, which
badly needs n new industry. Sabans used to
vovage afar as seamen, bul now the sland’s
remainming residents find nothing much to do
tat farm and fish, Certainly Saba has at-
tractions towrists will find nowhere else. The
views alone are worth the trip. At Wind-
wardside a picturesgue but modern chiff-edge
resort hotel offers the finest vistain the islands.

Just bevond my balcony i cascade of lush
vegelalion plunged 1o the sea like 4 green
Niagara—but eight times as high, Across blue
water rugzed Stntia rode the horizon. Above
me mists ran wispy ingers throueh the dense
ferny locks of Mount Scenery's dome.

scenery, highest of the four peaks that
surmount Saba, consists of lava extrusions
from a vent now choked up. If Saba had n
crater. it would probably be stop Scenery; it
would not be 2,000 feet down at The Bottom,
i spite of the long-held belief that The Rot-
tom, Saba's capital, got its pame beciuse it
was built on the Roor of an ancient crater. The
nime = an English misinterpretation of the
onginal Oy Boette, which menns “the bowl™ in
the old Zeeland dialect,

Antilles Get a Hug, o Kiss, and a Kick

With my visit to Saba, my exploration of
the Netherlunds Antilles came 1o an end.
These little wlands, so scattered and diverse,
had impressed me. How had all their con-
trasting, even contradictory, elements been
pulied together into o dynamic country—aone
of the most prosperous In the Caribbean?

Last time I visited Curacan T put the ques-
tion to my old fnend Japa Heaujon. speciad
assistant to the minister-president. A bald-
paled Puck, he replied in his charactenstical-
Iv emphatic way, *How ™ he exclaimed “How
da we do itd With a hue, o kiss, and a kick!
Yes, we leaders must kick when necessary,
toe! But in Dutch—do yvou know P—a kick is
the sume as a spade—the word schop means
both thing="

He snatched a ceremoninl spade from n
corner of his office and brandished it. "We
only kick. of course, very gently, so that all
will dig in and work!™

From what | know of Netherlands Antil-
leans, none are just kicking their heele
216,000 strong, they quickstep ahead, sefap-
pen smartly at the ready.
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[.incoln Continental for 1970.
New dimensions in luxury, spaciousness and appointments.
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Add IE up. A Pre-Set Board leis vou craale
an unirmited combimation ot yolees and aoffects
before youl play. Then draw on them at will
(N -other orgen under $8.000 has it.)

instant Fre-aat Cancel lets you shift from
one combination al voices 1o anothes
Instantly. (IU'5as though

yord had a three-manug!
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e e enes (TS 100 MUCHh organ for the money.
Price: (L1815 Yyl
produce vibrato exactly the way
2 violinis! does. Simply by rocking
your fingers on the keys

The Matural Sound Spesle
eysiem is tofally unigus I
projects sound with a rippling
mation, spreaching tong eyvenly
g equly

Vanable wolume vorce tabs: Two

Gl-key manuals. 25 pedals

And you get it all for $2395.00_* SYAMAHA
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]_‘:,I SNCHING A NEW DECADE, vOur SOC1ely s ﬂl\]lﬂ_“h‘_[ |]1|'._"
magazine pins O span the carth and ' . i
reach for the stars, Flere ire Hall a dozen of I'I.I""l-."I[L]- LInL‘I ll-.lL
the siaty subjects to be presented in 19707 solar system

with National

articles and maps: clockwise, Japan in the
YEIr ol 1".!"-1- 71 |
story on Kome, a vovage down one of the
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king crab, ring-circled Suaturn featured 1n &
new look at our neighboring planets, and
5|'!.' | ch 1o l..|"'|'. s i AInCh

Among the large supplement maps 1o be
distnibuied, a four-color map of the heavens
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eve the B8R constellalions sl LR i||||!|||||'.
positions. An updated map of the world will
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|970 Thunderbol t

New Thunderboit fgm’z‘a'e:-n 135 hp. Thats r:ghr 135 hp.
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ignition—with spark plugs
to last the life of the engine!




little bit that

e

e Liltle in weight, little in price,
big in practical features, Sprite caravans
go a long way in comforl, convenience
and rugaed ability to 'take i1."

* Any car can fow it —Trom imports up.
e Welght's abou! half that of other cara-
vans ol comparable size. # Hiich weigh!

goes a long way

periormance atany speed, behind any car,
e Light weight and streamlined shape as-
sure: better gasoling mileage. » Comfor
ang convenience are abundant. 3 models
sieap up 10 6 aduits with room to spare
e Spriles have won mare rallies. fhiold
more Si peed and endurance recards. than
3Ny ol her travel trailers!

Test-tow Sprite soon. . see why

about 100 pounds—an ordinary '"boal
mich  is all you need _——
® Friced compelitively = ans

wilh better tent
ampers. * Powerful,

.-_.L|1_:|rr|.“:'.fu brakes

neaed no Nookup

e Wide-track inde-

pendent suspension

and low cenler of

gravily give straight-line

0 light years ahead! EI

Qiorei “mant

a lightweight goes a long way
with such little efiart!

Sprite caravans are sold inthe
United States and Canada

- oome dealers also oflet
rental facilities so you can
try before you buy. For
namea and aqadrass of
your neares! dealer
write or call today:

Camvans Internationsl Imports, Ing. = 2700 Broaning Highway,
Bal ll'rlmf l-'lrl yland 21222 » TEIH|..J:-: o 301/ 223015

ravars nlornatsnaal, waesd & lecgposl (=avs] Trubienr et

“XNocial xtiidies were Ko baring. Then | oot
my BULLETIN. If's grear! Now | see thiy
cliay ima brand-new wiy "

My SCHOOQL BULLETIN helpx me 5o
el In World Geography, Even withoul

this codrve I'd enjov reading ir fust as
I

“Wihen I received an AT T thouele—"n
OLULEETIN had a lor 1o do with i

“Each ixiue seems fo Rirve fiixt Rl we're
stiidving in sehool”

Give the SCHOOL BULLETIN

—und make learning an adventure for vour
favorite boy or gicl! This full-color, 16-
gt mogarine 5 creafed cxpressly ,."ur
1e frowelefikideen by the National Geagraphic
Society. An educutionu) subsidy  makes
possible iy Jow price: 30 issues—omie each
whool week ol the year—{for just £2.25 in
the United States, and $S3.00 cluewhere
Sand name gnd address of recipient, with
remitiance, Lo;

| he Natonal Geographic Society,
Washington, . C_ 20136



Honeywell’s electronic
flash eliminates under-

and overexposed pictures.

Honeywell



The last thing he




wants is a handout.

He is the Navajo.

His roots are set deep in the land he fought for, lost and re-
gained over 100 years ago. With his limited mineral revenues, he
has set up his own government, established tribally owned indus-
tries and a 10-million-dollar college scholarship fund.

He knows the natural resources he has relied on will eventu-
ally run out. To avoid the economic disaster that would follow, the
Navajo is drawing on his greatest resource: The Navajo.

He’s bringing outside industry to his reservation by offering
a pool of fast-learning people whose natural intelligence exceeds
their formal education. He's combining that with favorable tax,
leasing and construction advantages.

General Dynamics was among the first to discover that the
Navajo’s way works.

In our facility near the tribal capitol at Window Rock, Ari-
sona., most production supervisors, all inspectors and assembly
workers are Navajos. They're putting together highly complex
electronic assemblies for aerospace systems and tearing apart a lot
of popular misconceptions about Indians in general and Navajos
in particular,

By building a new economy, the Navajo is making one thing
clear...he’s not about to be counted as a “vanishing American.”
GENERAL DYNAMICS
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there’s a whole world (o e &

m.*m‘_i'mm{l-
| GEOGRAPHIC |/

.« with a National Geographic Membership

“My GEOGRAPHIC s maps and photographs are
really next best to belne there, This was a rift |||i']||hl'1'=-:':1'.||
—one of the finest gifts [ 've received.”' Your friends, too,
will appreeiate the unigue gift of Society et bership,

To favor them, use the membership form on the third page.



Aruba & Curacao

Come share them.

Each island is unique — each is very different and when you come
to Aruba and Curacao you don't just visit each island, you share it with
its people who are already in love with it.

Curacao's capital — Willemstad — is a kaleidoscope of classic Duteh
architecture with its guaint pastel colored shops and homes,

“Queen Emma’" pontoon bridge, the lengest in the world, opens and
closes about 20 times a day to let the ocean ships pass right through
the centar of town! The floating schooner markel — a pholographers
delight. Mikve lsrael Synogogue — Boca Tabla caves

Aruba — with ils fascinating landscapes — Mt. Hooiberg — the unusual
divi-divi trees — unigue boulder and rock formations — and its beaches,
snow white sand and crystal clear waters — landmarks ol the
Caribbean. World renowned freeport shopping in Aruba and Curacao

i1z the best in the western hemisphara.

And the new Holiday Inns are here to help you share all the unigue

and wonderful parts of Aruba and Curacao. Each Inn with 209
beautifully appointed rooms and suites, excellent foods, entertainment,
sightseeing tours, casinos, promises the finest in facilities and
gservices in true Innkeeper traditions.

we like it here—we think you will too

Jqﬁo&:ﬂn:.\ Dwa |
CURACAO

Your new world of Holiday Inns

Call your travel agent or Hollday Inp reservation office or write direci,



Thousands of telephone people
stuck to their jobs in the tace of
the worst hurricane ever to hit
the U.S. mainland — Camille.
Many lost their homes and
personal belongings. Some had
even graver losses. Still they
reported in at their telephone jobs
to see how best they could serve.
We are not claiming anyithing
special for telephone people.
]'Flst that they are humanli)ein S,
and very much a part of your life.

@ ATeT




“T was supposed to have
come to work at 10 p.m.,
just when the hwrricane
was supposed to hit. But
my supervisor called and
?i::l[ll! Lok b [lll::.'l"l.' Ll ih Ir'.l'l"-'
5| I:.nh|'|l.'-.h':nf.'['hﬂj:fl”HH'-
IR TNOTIUNE, (48 SO0 (8
there was davlight, I tried
to drive home. [ was
looking for a restaurani
and a liguor store that
were my landmarks. But
the restauwrant was flat;
the Imum' SLOTe Wils ﬂuh
I didn't vecognize where |
was. I was going to drive
right past—and then it
hit me: This is where my
home used to be.”

Ann Lanclos, Operator,
Gulfport, Miss.

O\

“M~ back bedroom had
one wall standing. That
was all. We were able to
salvage a few clothes. But
I don't think they'll

ever come clean. | lost
evervthing. [ even had to
borrow a dress to come
L 'J_I_'{IT'I-i."

Linda Reitzammer,
Service Representative,

Gultport, Miss,

“We had to dam 1
around the doors of the
central office to keep the
water out—we used some
THES I had hmuﬂh[ to
sleep on, but we couldn't
keep the water from coms-
ing m around the sides.
We lost our emergency
power ahout 11 oy 12

o’ clock=I don’t know
L’J‘{IL'I!}' when, because
things were popping
around here so fast.We
lost the air compressor,
livhts and everything
when the emergency
power went out, My
howse? The :'mf_‘_u' th I'uj.{ ||,i.‘ft
therve is a mirror thatwas
hanging on a wall. The
rest is ruined. In the toun
dump.”

Reimer Garrett,
service Foreman,
Pass Christian, Miss.



The climate’s right for the good life
or for investing-or both!

Miles of platinum beach en the Gulf of Mexico . . . an 18-hole champlonship goll eourse , . . “backyard boating.”
This |s the country club-way of lite at Marco lsland. Will you become an |siander before it's all gone?

Lonceived, designed and now being carved into breathtaking reality by Florida's tamous

commmunity bullders, the Mackle Bros. Marco lslmd i already a dadilling sucoass: In

less than 5 years. more than $100.000.000 in proparty safes have besn recorded.

shopping and medical centers, apartments ond hotels, yacht and country clubs, miles of
intand waterways, and hundreds of homes testify to Marco Island’s appeal

x5 & retiremant or second home ot s an mvestment in g son-filied

future — at today's prices!

Increased [einwere houts contriute to Florida™s prowth, the fastest

of afl major states. Fast-disappearing improved watarfront proparty [75%

ol Marco 1sland’s homesiles are waterfront) aocelerates this demand

Can you think of a hetter hedge apainst inflation than

pwning a part of this "South Seas” paradise?

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY: We'll provide you with the

complete Marco island storyl

. e e S s Eae S
. I MACKLE BROS., DIVISION, MARCO ISLAND DEVELOPMENT I

THE DELTONA CORPORATION, MARCTO ISLAND, FLA, 33337

Without abligation, please send me more information;

1 Yillas [Homesites) 1 Apartmant sites

I 1 Non-waterway homesites 1 Apartments I
j Waterway homesifes ] Commearcial sites

I 1 Your low-cost “islander” weekend property inspection four I

|04 miles West af Miami NAME
&7 miles South of Naples ADDRESS
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Most automatic
automatic.

‘"5";_ MATIC g1 [

If there's one thing you want when you travel—around the
block or around the world—it’s a camera that's fast and easy.

This is it. The Kodak Instamatic 814 camera. The most auto-
matic automatic. Just drop in the film cartridge. The “814" ac-
cepts any 126-size film, for snapshots or slides; adjusts itself to
the speed of the film; computes the exposure; tells you when to
use flash; adjusts automatically for flash exposure as you focus.

It's so automatic, it even advances both film and flashcube for
the next picture after you've clicked the shutter! You could

hardly make a mistake even if you tried.

| Complete and self-contained, this traveler's aid
comes with a precision rangefinder and a superb
4-element /2.8 Ektar lens. Travel right. It's less
than $145 at your photo dealer’s.

Kodak Instamatic’ 814 camera.
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