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F O R E WO R D  

This guide presents many facets of the modern State of 
Israel, as well as most of the important sites of the Holy 
land and much of its flora and fauna. 

The holiest places of both the Christian and the Jewish 
faiths are within what was once Palestine; and Jerusalem, 
where Solomon built his Temple, where Jesus was tried and 
condemned to die on the cross, and from which Moham­
med is believed to have ascended to heaven, is close to 
the hearts of Christians, Jews and Moslems alike. 

Following the Six Day War which broke out between 
Israel and her Arab neighbors on June 5, 1 967, no per­
manent solution has yet been found to the problems which 
have harassed the Near East for the past twenty years. At 
this writing, the entire area west of the Jordan River, the 
Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula, and the Syrian plateau 
(the Golan Heights) are under Israeli control. These areas 
are now accessible to travelers from Israel, and have been 
included in the text. 

R.S. 
October, 1 968 

Copy right  1967 b y  Western Pub l i s h i n g Company, I nc. All rights reserved, in­
clud i n g  the right of reproduction i n  whole or i n  pa rt. Des i g n,ed and produced 
b y  Les Edit ions des Deux Coq s d 'Or, Paris, France. Pri nted in the U .S.A. by 
Western Pu b l i s h i n g  Company, I nc. Pub l i shed by Golden Press, New York, 
N .Y. li brary of Cong ress Cata log Cord Number: 67-29420. 
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ISRAEL i s  a n  i ndependent 
repub l ic, carved from Pal­
esti ne  and  establ ished in 
1 94 8  as the fl rst wa rd of 
the U n ited Nations.  Israel  
p r o p e r ,  w i t h  8 , 0 0 0  s q . 
m i les, is a bout the s ize of 
the state of New Jersey. 

Divers i ty is  th e most 
characterist ic feat11re of I srael-diversity of people, of 
rel ig ions,  of c l i m ate, of flowers, and of b i rds .  The land­
scape is  stri k i ng ly varied, w i th  p la ins  a n d  mountains ,  
lakes a n d  seaboard,  desolate h i l l s  and p leasant  val leys, 
fert i le  fie lds  and a rid  deserts, all with in  relatively short 
d istances of each other .  

Even m ore re markable  i s  the contrast i n  the customs  
of-the people, who have come from a l l  parts of the  
worl d .  The p resent popul ation is  over 2% m i l l ion . Each 
i n  h i s  own way i s  loyal to tradit ions rang ing  from those 
of B ib l i ca l  d ays to those of the second h a lf of the 20th 
century. 

SABRA is the fruit of cactus plant, SABRA is now the term to desig-
prickly an outside, sweet inside. nate the Israeli-born Jew. 



JERUSALEM, old walled city on left and the churches of Mt. Zion 
on right, seen from the terrace of King David Hotel. 

Thousands  of years of h istory h ave left the i r  m a r k  i n  the 
Holy land and  a wea lth of  tangib le  evidence connects 
it with m a n ki n d ' s  past. Contem porary fi n d s  inc lude hu­
m a n  rel ics of  more than 1 00,000 yea rs ago;  1 0,000-
year-old Jericho; Canaan ite towns bu i l t  5 ,000 years 
ago, Rom a n  theatres 2 , 000 years old, 1 2th century 
Crusader wa l ls ,  and 1 8th  century Turkish towers . 

The anna l s  of the Holy lan d ' s  ant iqu ity a re exciti ng ,  
bu t  so is the  story of  mod ern Israel .  The  cha l lenge of  a 
land  poor in natural  resources a n d  the d rive towards 
prog ress by her  cit izens h ave made th is  a land l ike n o  
other  today.  

OLD RABBI i s  a n  immigrant from ARAB BOY is one of the many 
Yemen in Southern Arabia. Bedouin Arabs in Israel. 



TI P S  T O  TOU RI S T S  

Both Israel  and  Jordan are access ib le  by a i r, by sea, a n d  
b y  l a n d .  Visas a r e  requ i red for most nat iona l ities, a n d  
c a n  be obtained either through Israel  o r  Jordan ian  
consu lates or  your  travel agent. Unt i l  June, 1 967, c ross­
ing from Jorda n  i nto Israel was only possi b le  i n  Jerusa­
lem,  through the Mandelbaum Gate .  At present, a r­
rangements to visit the holy p laces can easi ly be made 
i n  I s rae l .  The  borders between Israel  a n d  i t s  Arab 
neigh bors a re currently closed to tourists, as  they h ave 
been for m a ny years. 

A valid s m a l lpox vaccine certificate is  required.  
The best  t ime to v is i t  I s rae l  and  most  of the  other  

lands  of  the B ib le  i s  spr ing,  when the h i l l s  are g reen and 
wi ld flowers a re i n  bloo m .  But  the t r ip  can  be com­
fortab le  i n  a l l  seasons : S u m m er is  hot, but the brown­
ness of the h i l l s  has its spec ia l  charm, and summer  n ights 
are cool and sta r l it .  The months from Nove m ber  to 
Apri l  a re the rainy ones, b ut showers a re fol l owed by 
bright sunsh ine .  

L ight-weight  cloth ing  is  m ost comfortable a n d  appro­
pr iate. I n  Israel, d ress is  very casu a l :  men wear open­
co l lared sport sh i rts. Women can wear informa l  c loth­
ing,  but should d ress conservatively when visit ing re l i -
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gious quarters and sites. A dark suit will suffice for any 
but the most formal occasion. 

A warm sweater may be needed in the evening. A 
raincoat and rubbers are necessary in the winter-and 
flat-heeled walking shoes are a must. 
ACCOMMODATIONS Comfortable, even luxurious, 
hotels are available. In Israel, more than 200 hotels 
have been approved by the Tourist Corporation. In 
Jordan, most of them are small inn-type hotels. Deluxe 
accommodations are available to those who want them. 

There are many reasonably priced youth hostels affili­
ated with the International Youth Hostels Association. 
Christian visitors on a pilgrimage can stay in hospices. 

A stay in a kibbutz, the collective community unique 
to Israel, is an interesting experience. Reservations 
should be made well in advance, particularly in summer. 
lists of hotels, youth hostels, hospices, and kibbutzim 

are available through travel agencies. 
SABBATH is a day of rest in Israel. Government offices, 
public places of entertainment, and shops are closed. 
On Saturdays, most transportation stops, and in some 
hotels only cold meals, ordered in advance, are served. 
Friday is the day of rest for Moslems; the tourist facilities 
in Jordan are unaffected, but the visiting of mosques 
should be avoided. 
THE CURRENCY in Israel is the Israel pound (IL), divided 
into 1 00 agorot, and worth 28 U.S. cents. In Jordan, 
it is the dinar, divided into 1 ,000 fils, and worth $2.80. 
G U I DES It  will be helpful, in visiting sites of the Holy 
Land, to take a guide to accompany you. licensed guides 
are competent and knowledgeable. In Israel, guided tours 
are available by plane, air-conditioned buses, and taxi. 
In Jordan, a guide may be asked to show his Tourism 
Authority license. 
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The official languages in Israel are Hebrew and 
Arabic, but many other languages are spoken, notably 
French, English, Yiddish, German, and Russian. In Jordan 
the language is Arabic, but English is widely used. 

Reasonably priced, typical gifts are available, such 
as ceramic and leather goods, jewelry, rugs, fabrics, 
and sweaters as well as olive-wood bound Bibles, Bed­
ouin jewelry, trays, rugs, pottery, and glassware. Antique 
collectors may come across interesting bargains in govern­
ment-licensed shops. 

A typicallO-day tour: 
1 st day: Arrival at Lad I nterna· 

t ianal Ai rport nea r Tel Aviv. 
D rive to Je rusalem. 

2nd and 3rd days: Vis i t  Jeru­
salem,  i nclud i n g  the Old Ci ty, 
the Mou nt  of Olives, Gethse­
mane and Bethlehem, Betha ny, 
Jericho, Qumra n  and Heb ron. 

4th day: Visit  Samaria,  Naza­
reth ,  Ta bgha, Tiberias, the 
Galilee and  Safad .  

5th day: Banias, source of Jor­
dan ,  and Golan Heights. 

6th day: Visit Haifa ,  Acre, 
Caesa reo. 

7th day: Visit Tel Aviv, Jaffa 
a n d  surrou nd ing  a rea . (Extra 
day, either visit Gaza a nd El 

Arish or fly ove r Sinai  Penin­
sula .) 

8th day: D rive to Beersheba a n d  
Eilat v i a  Rehovoth .  

9th day: Eilat: Solomon's  Pilla rs. 
Glass-bottom boat or under­
water exploration of coral reef 
in the Red Sea . 

lOth day: D rive to Masada,  He­
rod 's fortress, a nd the Dead 
Sea . Return  to Tel Aviv. 

( In Jordan: A two-day tou r  ca n 
be ta ken from Amman  to Petra, 
50 miles south of the Dead Sea, 
stayi ng overnight  in a "tent 
hotel" open from March 1 to 
May 31, and  Sept. 1 to Oct. 31. 
Petra ca n only be reached on  
horseback from the  "hotel," 
a bout 1 V2 hou rs each way.) 

C A L E N DA R  O F  E V E NT S  

The Jewish era starts with the tradit ional  creation of the 
world i n  the fa l l  of B.C. 376 1 . The 3 54-day year has 
1 2 months of 3 0  d ays; 7 leap years of 1 3  months  each 
i n  a 1 9-year  per iod make the length of the Jewish year 
average that  of the solar  year .  

The Mos lem era sta rts with  the year of the Heg i ra,  
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Moh a m med ' s  fl ight  from Mecca to Med i n a  i n A. D .  6 2 2 .  
The year has  3 4 5  d ays m a d e  up o f  1 2  l u n a r  months.  
Mos lem d ates do not regu larly correspond to standard 
d ates : 3 3  Mos lem years are approxim ate ly equa l  to 32 
so lar  years.  

The Eastern Orthodox churches fol low the Jul i a n  cal­
endar ( n amed for Ju l i u s  Caesar) which i s  1 3  d ays be­
h i n d  the Gregorian ca lendar  (named for 1 6th century 
Pope Gregory X I I I I  of the Roman Catho l i c  and  Protes­
tant churches.  

MAIN JEWISH HOLIDAYS 
YOM KIPPUR The Day af Atone­
m ent, 10 days after Rash Hash­
anah,  the New Year.  (Sept.-Oct.) 
SUCCOTH The week- lang Feast 
of the Tabernacles, five doys 
later, reca l l s  the booths l ived in 
by the I srael ites dur ing  their 40 
years in  the wi l derness. 
SIMHAT TORAH The Rejoic ing 
in  the Law on the las t  day of 
Succoth. 
HANUKKAH The 8-day Feast of 
Lig h ts (Nov.-Ja n.) mark ing  the 
vi ctory of the Maccabees over 
the Greeks,  and the reded ication 
of the Temp le  i n  164 B.C. 
PURIM (Feb.-Mar.) com m emo­
rates 5th century B.C. Queen 
Esther, who saved her people 
from a Pers ian p lot to destroy 
them.  
PESACH Passover (Mar.-Apr.) re­
cal ls  the Exodus of the Ch i ldren 
of I s rael from Egypt. Beg i n s  with 
the trad it ional Seder service on 
the first even ing .  
YOM HA'ATZMAUT I srae l 's I n ­
dependence Day on the 5th  of  
lyar. (Apr.-May) 

SHAVUOT Pentecost (May-June)  
celebrates the Festival of the 
Fi rst Fruits; a lso marks  the giv­
ing  of the Law. 

MOSLEM HOLI DAYS 
RAMADAN The 9th Mos lem 
month d uri ng wh ich  fasti ng i s  
req,uired from d a w n  t o  sunset. I t  
com m emorates the revelation o f  
t h e  Koran .  
ID AL FITR Three days of feast­
ing mark ing the end of the 
Ramadan Fast. 
I D  AL ADHA Fou r-day feast of 
the Sacrifice com me morating  the 
ransom of Abra h a m 's son I sh­
mael  with a ra m .  
MUHARRAM Mourn ing  f o r  the  
death  of  the Pro phet's grandson, 
Husain.  

CHRISTIAN HOLIDAYS 
C h ristmas a nd Easter a re the ch ief 
holidays. The dates for Easter a nd 
holidays con nected with it va ry 
from yeor to yea r as Easter is 
always the first Sunday following 
the full  moon tho! falls on  or  
after Ma rch 21. 
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G E O G R A P H Y  

ISRAEL l ies  on the eastern seaboard of the Med iter­
ranean,  a long a ncient and modern routes con necti ng 
Europe, Asia, and Africa .  I t  is bou nded by Lebanon a n d  
Syria i n  t h e  north, Syr ia and Jord a n  i n  t h e  east, a n d  
Egypt i n  the southwest. 

Israel p roper is 265 m i les long and varies i n  width 
from 1 2  m i les, north of Tel Aviv, to 70 m i les,  south of 
Beersheba,  and o n ly 6 m i les at E i lat .  The tota l a rea is 
7,992  square m i les, of which 1 72 a re water .  I t  is  on  the 
same lat i tude ( 2 9 °  -33  o N) as the states of Georg ia 
and  Ala b a m a .  The northern ha lf  of  I s rael  consists of 
successive para l le l  bands  run n i n g  north to south : 

The Med iterranean beach with  
its wh ite sand a n d  occas ional  
s teep c l iffs.  

The coastal  p lain,  with its 
cit ies and  orange groves. 

The central  mountain  sp ine  
wh ich  inc ludes  Ga l i lee a n d  Sa­
mar ia ,  a n d  the· Judean  and  He­
bron Mounta in  cha ins .  H i g hest 
point i n  I srael i s  Mou nt Meron,  

JUDEAN H I LLS a n d  fert i le  p la in  
below 

a l so known as  Mt. Atzmon,  
(3,692 f t . )  i n  northern Gal i lee. 

The Rift Val ley, farther east,  
a long which the Sea of Ga l i l ee, 
the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, 
and the Gulf of Ei lat are lo-
cated. 

The Negev, I s rael ' s  southern 
half,  a h i l ly to mounta inous  des­
ert.  

OLIVE TREES i n  southern coast­
a l  p la in  



THE CLIMATE of I s rael  is influenced by i ts l ocation be­
tween the we l l -watered lands of the Med iterranean a n d  
t h e  a r i d  reaches o f  Africa and As ia .  T h e  weather i n  t h e  
Negev is l i ke t h a t  o f  l a rge stretches o f  t h e  Sahara .  I n  
Ga l i lee, it  is s i m i l a r  t o  that o f  t h e  north Mediterra nean .  
The c l im ate of Jerusalem resembles that  of central  
Europe, whi le the coastal  p la in  enjoys the typica l  warm 
s u m mers a n d  m i ld  winters of the Ita l ian  R iviera .  The 
one  factor common to the whole country is the d ivis ion 
into on ly  two seasons-a d ry summer and  a ra iny wi nter, 
which starts around November and ends in Apr i l .  Be­
tween January and March, most of the year ' s  rain pours 
down in  sporadic torrents of several  hours '  d uration,  
usua l ly  fol lowed by sun .  I n  spr ing and  a utu m n, the h ot, 
dust- laden easterly or  southeasterly wind,  the Sharav, 

from the Ara bian  desert, makes for a few trying  days .  
It is a country o f  br ight  sun l ight .  I n  J u n e  the sun  rises 
a bout 4 a . m . , i n  Decem ber about 7 a . m .  
THE RIVERS o f  Israel  a re few. The most im portant a re 
the Yarkon , north of Tel Aviv, and  the K i shon,  near  
Ha ifa, both  flowing from the centra l mountains  to the 
Mediterra nea n .  The most famous is the Jordan,  which 
begins i n  Lebanon and Syria and flows d ue sout h .  

ARID RED CANYON i n  t h e  SANDY BEACH along the  Med i ·  
Negev on  the way to  E i lot terranean coast i n  Nathanya 
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G E O L O G Y 

All the major geological formations common to the 
Middle East are readily seen in Israel, due to the re­
markable variety of the country's geological structure, 
and to its sparse soil coverage. 

Outcrops of Precambrian rock-some of the most 
ancient parts of the earth's crust-are found near the 
Red Sea. The erosion of granite, syenite, gneiss, schist, 
and other bedrocks which are crossed by thousands of 
dikes (intrusions of molten rock into fissures of older 
rock), produced the rugged landscape of Eilat. 
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King  Solomon's P i l la rs at Ti mna,  north of E i lat, were 
carved out of Pa leozoic sandstone and cong lomerate 
by ra i n  a n d  win d .  I n  some loca l it ies these rocks a re sti l l  
covered with sha les, r ich i n  copper, w h i c h  were deposi­
ted by a n  a ncient sea.  I t  was from this " Nubia n "  sand­
stone that K ing  Solom o n ' s  s laves, and  la ter  Roman  
prisoners, m ined nodules of  copper.  The m i n e  shafts 
and s lag  heaps can  sti l l  be seen.  The seas of Triass ic  
and  J u rassic t ime,  adva ncing from the northwest, never 
reached as  far south as th i s .  
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MAKHTESH in the Negev. Re- KING SOLOMON 'S PILLARS 
mains  of Rom a n  encampment  at Ti m n a  carved in Paleozoic 
have been fou n d  atop its r idge. sandstone by rain and  wind  

MAKHTESHIM Outcrops of sedimenta ry rock depos­
ited d u ri ng  the Triassic a n d  Jurassic periods a re vivid ly 
exposed in  the N egev Makhtesh im-large, bowl-sh aped 
eros iona l  depressions surrounded by steep c l iffs u p  to 
1 ,300 feet h i g h .  The Ma khtesh im ta ke the i r  n a m e  from 
th_e Hebrew word for gr ind ing mortars .  They resu lted 
from complex erosion over m i l l ions of years. The th ree 
best-known Ma khtesh im are the round  Ma khtesh Katon 
(about 4 m iles i n  d iameter); the more e longated Makh­
tesh Gadol (9  m i les long,  3 m i les wide);  the Makhtesh 
Ramon (25 m i les long, average width 5 m i les). 

D u ring  the Lower C retaceous Period sandstones were 
deposited in the south, shales and l i mestones to the 
nort h .  I n  the latter strata oil has been found  at  Heletz, 
on the coastal road to Beersheba, and  gas at Zoh a r, 
west of the Dead Sea.  The Upper C retaceous Era left 
deep sed i m ents : l imestone, cha l k, m a rl, c lay, dolom ite, 
and fl in t .  Out of these formations Israel ' s  mountainous 
reg ions have been scu lptured . 

Mounta in-bu i ld ing sh ifts of the earth ' s  crust of the 
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MUSHROOM pi l lar  of Nubian CHALK ROCKS of Rosh H a n i kra 
sand stone, shaped by rain and on Med iterra nean seashore near  
wind blown sand Lebanese border 

Tert iary Period are responsib le-along with erosion­
for the present-day rel ief. Some crusta l b locks were 
heaved up; others sank .  A cha in  of sun ken blocks forms  
the fa mous R ift Va l ley. The  Jord a n  River, the Sea of  
Gal i lee, the Dead Sea,  and  the Gu lf  of  E i lat a l l  l ie  i n  
bas ins  of  the R ift . The Arava Va l ley i s  a nother such  
basi n .  Dur ing  the ra iny P leistoce ne Epoch a l l  or  m ost of 
the depressions were fi l led with fresh water .  Tod ay 
most of these l a kes a re sa l t  or d ry. 

I n  Quaternary ti mes the swa m ps of the H u leh ,  at  
the head of the Jordan Val ley, were formed by lava 
flows that b locked the upper course of the Jord a n .  The 
L isan Lake, most famous of the P leistocene fresh-water 
l a kes, sh ra n k, becoming  the fresh-water Sea of Ga l i lee 
and the h i g h ly sa l i ne  Dead Sea . Many h ot a n d  m i nera l  
spr ings  developed i n  the R ift Val ley dur ing the Quater­
nary; among them are those at Tiberias, on  the Sea of 
Gal i lee, a n d  Hamei  Zohar,  on the Dead Sea. I t  was i n  
t h e  Quaternary that  t h e  present out l ine o f  Israe l ' s  coast­
a l  p la in  on the Med iterranean was formed.  
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NAT U R A L  HIS T O R Y  

PLANTS OF THE HOLY LAND The outstand ing  fea­
ture of the Holy Lan d ' s  p lant  l ife is  its variety. Vegeta­
t ion ranges al l the way from that typica l  of the Med iter­
ranean-as in the h i l l  reg ions and a long the coasta l 
p la in-to the lush  tropical  p lants of the Jordan Val l ey, 
a n d  the h a rdy desert sh rubs of the deep Negev. There 
are some 2 , 5 00 species of p lants, i nc lud ing  over 200 
ment ioned in the B ib le .  The medic ina l  herbs a n d  wi ld  
flowers of  the Holy Land are famous.  The crocus and 
the meadow saffron a ppear r ight  after the fi rst ra ins  
a n d  a re fol lowed by a carpet of  other flowers, inc lud ing 
the hyac inth and cyc lamen .  F ru i t  trees beg i n  to bloom 
in  January. I nd igenous trees inc lude the Jerusa lem p ine, 
the ta m a risk, and  the carob which,  with the i m ported 
eucalyptus, are widely used for afforestation in Israe l .  
Citrus g roves today cover more than  1 00,000 acres.  

TREES OF THE BIBLE Trees a re frequently referred to 
in  the Bible.  These a re s ix of m a ny of these trees which 
sti l l  g row i n  the Holy Land  today: 

Oleo europeo OLIVE is one of the first trees 
mentioned in the Bible.  It 
con reach 25 ft. O l ive wood 
was used to decorate the 
Tem ple doors and  i s  s t i l l  used 
ornamental ly. The fruit, 

·
har­

vested at the beg i n n i n g  of 
the autu m n ,  i s  used for food 
and oil. Grows m a i n ly in h i l ly 
reg ions. 



ALEPPO PINE grows wi ld  i n  
Med iterranean cou ntries, i s  also 
used for reforestation. I n tro­
duced from Lebanon, not Aleppo 

U p  to 60 ft .  

CAUIPRINOS OAK, u p  to 40 
ft., con a l so look l i k e  sma l l  
shrub i f  grown on dry so i l .  I t  
i s  com monest tree i n  Holy Land,  
ch iefly i n  i t s  dwarf form. 

GREEN BAY TREE or Laurel,  
B ib l ical emb lem of wealth,  con 
be a shrub or tree. Broken ever­
green leaves e m it strong scent, 
used as sp i ce. 

sempervirens 

CYPRESS u p  to 80 ft. h i g h ,  
g rows mostly i n  h i l l s. U s e d  large­
ly as on  ornamental tree and  as 
wind brea k i n· orange groves. I t s  
wood was used i n  sh ipbu i ld i ng  
by  Phoen ic ians, Greeks  and  Ro­
mans.  

DATE PALM (up to 100 f t . )  has  
6 f t .  leaves, no branches.  I n  B ib l i ­
cal t imes  i t  supp l ied food, fue l ,  
cloth ing  a n d  was used i n  triu m ­
p h a l  processions.  
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.1\LMOND (up  to 25 ft.) is the 
forst t ree to flower in  the year. 
P i n k  or wh ite blosso m s  appear 
before leaves. Nuts were used 
for oil and o in tments.  

FIG (up  to 30 ft. )  is one of the 
first p la nts mentioned by name 
in  the Bib le.  Flowers are enclosed 
i n  hol low conta iner  and fert i l i zed 
by fig wasp. 

F R U I T S 

GRAPE is the cult ivated plant 
m ost often referred to i n  the 
Old Testa ment. When Moses 
sent scouts to explore "the 
P ro m i s e d  L a n d ," t h e y  re ­
turned w i t h  the grape of 
Esh kol,  a branch with a s i n­
g le  c luster so large they hod 
to carry it on a pole. Many 
gropes now grow on terraces 

h i l l y  

APRICOT (up to  30 ft.) one of 
the Holy Land's  popular frui ts; 
unknown in Palesti ne before first 
century B.C. I t  has pale rose 
flowers with dark red centers. 

POMEGRANATE (up to 20 ft.) 
has c lear, red, ju icy seeds ins ide  
a th i c k  jacket. The ju i ce  was  a 
favorite beverage and its flow­
ers were used med ic ina l ly. 



BALSAM (up to 1 5  ft.) fs be· 
l ieved to have been brought to 
Solomon from Eth iopia by the 
Queen of Sheba.  " Ba l m ," u sed 
for  perfu m e  a n d  medic i ne, i s  
from the res i n  of the tree. 

MYRTLE (3 to 10 ft.) prized for 
its fragrant l eaves and scented 
flowers, i s  sti l l  col lected dur ing  
the Feast of Tabernacles and  
woven i n to a r i tua l  wand.  

FLAX (up  to 36 i n .) the most 
anc ient  of oil known text i le  
flbdrs. Text i le  i s  prod uced from 
the ste m ,  oil from seeds. 

CORIANDER (1 to 3 ft.) on u m ­
bel l iferous p l a n t  with leaves l i k e  
parsley, belongs t o  the carrot 
fami ly. Seeds and  leaves were 
used to flavor food.  

GALBANUM, the juice of the 
feru/a golbaniflua, a strong-rool­
ed perenn ia l  with s m a l l  gree n ­
ish·wh ite flowers, was  b u rned as  
ir1cense i n  the Temp le .  Wi th  aloe, 
myrrh, fra n k i ncense, cassia, c in ­
nambn,  and  o l ive,  i t  made the  
holy o i l  to  anoint  officiat ing 
priests. 
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TALL ASPHODEL (3 ft.). A peren­
nial ,  dormant  in  the s u m mer, can 
be seen over m uch  of the Holy 
Land in  late wi nter and early 
spr ing .  I t  i s  a m e m ber of the l i ly 
fami ly. Roots contain starch from 
which g u m s  and alcohol were 
m ade in anc ient  t i m es.  

COMMON CHRYSANTHEMUM 
(2  to 3 ft.) is found t h roug hout 
I s rael and ad jo in ing  areas in  
dense masses, often ta k ing  over 
ent ire fie lds  and roadsides. Br i l ­
l iant  gold flowers appear in  
March and Apri l .  

JACK IN THE PULPIT or Friar's 
Cowl , a perenn ia l  wh ich  g rows 
in shady p laces in early win ter, 
can be spotted by the greenish 
s tr iped sheath encas ing the flow­
ers which g row on  a t h i c k  sta l k .  
Arab peasa nts u s e  the flowers to 
heal bruises and wounds. 

PHEASANT'S EYE (1 5 i n . )  blos­
soms late i n  the  process ion of 
red spr ing flowers. I n sects at­
tracted by br ight  calor, as flower 
lacks scent and nectar. Known 
i n  medicine for a l ka lo id adon in ,  
s i m i lar  i n  effect to d ig i ta l i s .  
Grows in  coastal p la in ,  J udean 

1 H i l l s ,  a n d  Mount  Carm e l .  7 SEA PANCRATIUM (1 0 i n . )  one 
of the handsomest flowers of the 
coastal  plain,  b loo m s  i n  late 
sum mer before the  forst ra ins .  The 
stron g ly  scented whi te flowers, 
which  open in  the even ing ,  pre­
cede the long and spear l i ke  
leaves. 



EVEN ING PRIMROSE (1 to 2 
ft.), i n trod u ced from the U .S.,  
i s  found a long the coasta l p la ins  
where i t s  roots go deep i n  the 
sand.  Flowers b loom at  the 
height  of s u m mer a n d  open 
toward eve n i n g .  I t s  leaves are 
covered with ha i rs which prevent 
evaporat ion .  

ANISE FENNEL (3 f t . )  is a h igh  
bush l i ke  herb floweri ng i n  mid­
s u m mer.  Deep taproots bring up 
water and leaves are so fi nely 
d issected that there is l i tt le 
evaporat ion .  In moist  p laces, i t  
g rows la rge  j u icy leaves. The  
fru i t  i s  used as  a sp ice. 

PALESTINE IRIS ( 1 0  i n .). U n l i ke 
I s rael 's many  other i r i ses, grows 
low and spreads.  leaves are 
th i ck .  Grows throughout m uch  of 
the Holy land.  I t s  Greek n a m e  
iris has b e e n  i n  use s i n ce Hel len­
ist ic t imes .  

NAPLES GARLIC (1 ft. )  i s  one  
of the mos t  com man a n d  bea uti­
fu l  of the  Allium species  in Is­
rael.  Grows i n  h i l ly reg ions and 
on the  coasta l plain.  leaves are 
flat and  ha i rless. 

PERSIAN CYCLAMEN (6 to 8 
i n .) is one of t he  Holy la nd's 
most popu lar  wi ld  flowers. l i kes 
rocky shade i n  the Judean H i l l s  
and  i n  Gal i l ee. F lowers from J a n ­
uary t o  Apr i l .  

Cyclamen 
persicum 



SINUOUS SEA LAVENDER (up 
to 2 f t . )  b looms from March to 
Ju ly, mostly on  the coast. I ts 
tough  roots reac h  down for water 
below cru m bly roc k.  

ITALIAN ALKANET (3 to 4 ft.) 
also ca l led Ox-longue from the 
shape of  its roug h  leaves. It 
b loo m s  i n  early summer  th rough­
out  the  Holy Land.  

Anchuso 
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Erodium gruinum 

CRANE'S B ILL (8 i n .) an annua l  
gera n i u m  w i t h  v io let-b lue peta l s  
whose color deepens  dur ing  the  
day .  When dry, seeds  sp iral 
rou nd  on a thin stem .  

ANEMON E ( 1 2 i n .), below cen­
ter,  g rows a l l  over the  Holy Land 
i n  a l l  shades of red, wh ite, b lue 
and purp le .  O n  ra iny  days the 
blossoms re m a i n  c losed. 

DWARF CHICORY (2 to 3 ft . )  
b looms  i n  sum mer but its fi n e  
soft leaves sprout  i n  the m idd le  
of wi nter. Arabs  use i t  for  sa lad.  
F lowers c lose by afternoon .  



CORN POPPY (1 to 2 ft ), I ft. 
Its leaves ore out by winter, o n d  
it  blooms  f r o m  March to May. 
Seeds are encased in a charac­
ter ist ic  ''pepper-pot" pod. 

PURPLE TOPPED SAGE, top 
center, is  of the  m i nt fami ly. I ts 
scented leaves attract i n sects. 
Can either remain low and t h i n ,  
or g row ta l l  a n d  spread. 

SYRIAN CORNFLOWER ( 1  ft . )  
blooms from February to May. 
One of I s rae l ' s  b lue  flowers. Re­
lated species g row in cornfields 
throughout Europe. 

Lupin us 
hirsutus 

HIRSUTE LUPI N  (to 2 ft.). Leaves 
fold u p  at  dusk.  I t s  b i tter seeds 
are poisonous;  root nodules e n ­
r i c h  the s o i l  w i t h  n i trogen.  Grows 
in the coastal p la in .  

FRAGRANT NARCISSUS ( to  1 8  
i n .) appears th roughout  the Holy 
Land i n  Novem ber after the fi rst 
ra ins .  The strap-shaped leaves 
funne l  mo i sture to the roots. 
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D E S E R T V E G E TATI O N  

Acacia raddiana Zizyphus spina-Christi 

UMBRELLA ACACIA (20 to 25 
ft.) is the  most characteristic tree 
of the African savannah  and its 
northern m ost location i s  the Ne­
gev. A m e m ber af  the m imosa 
fa m i ly. 

SAXAWL TREE ( 1 0  to 1 2  ft.) ,  a 
true desert tree, l ives for several 
h u n d red years. It furn i shed fue l  
for sme l t ing i n  K ing  Soloman's 
m i n es at T im na.  

Haloxylon persicum 

CHRIST'S THORN (1 0 to 1 5  fl.) 
is eas i ly  recog nized by w h ite 
twigs  and tiny yel lowish-green 
flowers. I ts  s m a l l  orange-colored 
frui t  is  ed ib le .  

RETAM or Whi te Broom,  desert 
shrub com mon in wadis,  has 
spread to coast where i t  stab i ­
l izes sand.  Fragra n t  flowers look 
l ike snow. Bu l ldozed and burned, 
i t  i s  growing scarce. 

Retama raetama 



LAVENDE ( 1 0  to 1 5  in . ,  but  
up  to 2 ft. t h i c k  stem )  is found  
on soft o n d  d ry roc k  sou th  of 
Dead Sea. F lowers f rom wh ite 
to p i n k  to purp le. 

MARIA'S IRIS ( 1 2  in . )  endemic  
to  sandy soi l  of  · the central 
Negev, i s  one  of I srael 's most 
b ea u t i f u l  p l a n t s .  B l oo m s  i n  
spr ing.  

JOINTED ANABASIS i s  a poi­
sonous desert s u ccu lent. In late 
s u m m e r  has  wh i te and purp le  
fruit .  

AARONSOHNIA (4 i n .) i s  a 
com posite shrub  com mon around  
Dead Sea  a n d  deep Negev. I t  
l ives f o r  on ly  a m o n t h  or two, 
in the spri ng .  

SDOM APPLE (3  to 5 ft.) R ipe 
f ru i t  bursts to release seeds. 
Beer can be made with leaves, 
a kind of rubber with  sap. 



FLOWERS OF JERUSALEM AND OF THE CARMEL 

Some of the Holy lan d  flowers, thoug h they can  g row 
in m a ny parts of Israel  a n d  Jordan ,  are associated with 
spec ia l  sites. Such a re the flowers of Jerusa lem,  on  th i s  
page, and  of  the Carmel ,  on the next. 

STEVEN'S MEADOW SAFFRON 
(4 in.) appears the day after 
the year's fi rst  ra in .  Arabs  ca l l  
t h i s  crocus the  " ra i n  s igna l ." 
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SPAFFORD'S STERNBERGIA (6 
i n .) b looms in au tu m n ,  its fl ow­
ers open ing  each morn i n g  and  
c los i ng  at n ig ht. 

SILVERY PLUMELESS THISTLE 
One of the 25 local species of 
t h ist le, t h i s  g raws m a i n ly on 
roads ides, anc ient  q uarries, a n d  
i n  neg lected places.  

GRAPE HYACINTH (6 in. ) .  Long­
stalked flowers on  top are steri le .  
Larger flowers below a long the  
s tem are  fert i le  and  change 
co lor  from purple to g reen.  

STEMLESS HOLLYHOCK is the 
m ost common of many local hol ­
lyhocks.  Flowers g rowing  c lose 
to the g round bloom in spr ing.  
Other varieties often reach a 
he ight  of 9 fl. 

SHORT-SPIKED STAR OF BETH· 



PRETTY CARMELITE (10 i n .) .  
Peta l s  arranged l i ke cross of the  
Kn ig hts of St. Joh n .  Bloo m s  in  
spr ing un t i l  m i d su m m er. 

MARITIME SQUILL (3 ft.) blooms 

a 

in August a n d  Septem ber. The •.;l"'':J.oo1·iti,mo 
bulb conta in s  su bsta nce u sed Ia 
treat h eart d i sease. 

GOLDEN HENBANE hangs  down 
from rocks  and walls all over 
Holy land. May have served as 
model for headdress of a n cient  
h igh  priests. 

SUN'S EYE TULIP (14 i n .). A 
owy scarlet fl ower of the h i l l  

i o n s ,  w h o s e  l o n g  n a rrow 

VILLOUS ROCKROSE (up to 3 
ft.) covers stretches of MI. Car­
mel. Bloo m s  February to May. 
Peta ls  the morn ing ,  



Arum dioscoridis 

SPECKLED ARUM ap pears with 
the fi rst ra ins .  The leaves are 
large, i n i t ia l ly  rol led up. En­
velope around the s p i ke has  un­
p leasa nt  smel l .  Poisonous. 

PENDULOUS PINK i s  a rare 
wi ld flower fou n d  on Mount  Cor­
me l  and i n  U p per Gal i lee. I t  has 
long slender branches  on short 
woody ste m .  I t  bloo m s  i n  sum­
mer .  Makes a n  idea l  rock  garden 
p lant. 

SPINY BROOM i s  a h i g h  thorny 
shrub which th rives on  l i m e  so i l .  
I n  sum mer i t  has  butterfly-shaped 
flowers. Grows on ly  on and 
a round Mount  Carm e l . 

CUSHION THYME is i m portant  
for  I s rael's beekeepers s i n ce i t  
b looms i n  the d ry season when 
relatively l i tt le e lse i s  i n  fl ower. 
Tiny, aromat ic  flowers a re r ich 
i n  nectar. 

OLEANDER i s  a fragrant  flower 
m o s t  c l o s e l y  a s so c i a t e d  w i t h  
Mount  Carmel .  Bloo m s  a l l  s u m ­
m e r .  I t  i s  poisonous, a l though 
the Oleander Moth  feeds  on i t s  
l eaves. Oleander t h i c kets a lso 
g row a long the  Jordan .  



F I S H  O F  T H E  H O LY LAN D 

About 3 0 0  species of fish h ave been identified i n  Holy 
la nd  waters.  Among them are Med iterra nean  and At­
lant ic fish ,  m any tropical  Red Sea fish ,  and freshwater 
fish i n  the Sea of Gali lee. No fish,  of course, can survive 
the h igh  m i n eral  content of the Dead Sea. Carp, the 
most  widely eaten fish i n  the a rea, is  b red i n  a rt ific ia l  
ponds .  I nshore a n d  pe lag ic  fish ing (for fish  that  l ive 
near  the surface) is centered a long the Mediterra nean 
coast a n d  at  E i la t  on the Red Sea . Most of the trawl i n g  
is d o n e  i n  t h e  R e d  S e a .  T h e  l ittle t u n a  (somet imes ca l led 
bon ito) is  fou n d  i n  the Red Sea . The sole i s  known in  
Hebrew as " Moses our teacher" because,  accord i n g  
t o  legend,  w h e n  Moses parted t h e  R e d  Sea, he  a lso 
sp l it th is  fish  i n  two. The h a lves later rejoi ned,  but  sti l l  
can  be eas i ly d ivided . Two of  the m ost typica l  fresh­
water fishes of  the Ho ly  la nd are pictured below. They 
a re fou n d  i n  the Sea of Ga l i lee.  

CATFISH (up  to 4 'f.l lbs . ,  up to  
27 in . )  i s  smooth ond  scaleless 
with broad head a n d  fine  teeth 
in  bands. Tra nsverse mouth is 
surrounded by wh i sker barbe ls .  
Takes a variety of food inc lud ing  
i nsects. When caught, i t  some­
times squeaks l i ke a k i tten.  

Clarias /azera 

ST. PETER'S FISH (up to 4 'h lbs .  
and  15  i n .) .  Be longs  Ia  t he  
c i ch l id  fa m i ly whose  adu l t  ma les  
and females  keep the you n g  in  
the i r  mouths un t i l  they can man­
age a lone .  Trad it ional ly, t he  fi s h  
S t .  Peter w a s  eat ing when h e  
learned t h a t  J e s u s  w a s  r i sen .  

Ti/apia ga/i/ea 
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People,  o i l ,  a n d  the sh ipp ing i nd ustry m ay one day 
e l im inate tropica l  fish,  sti l l  one of the attractions  i n  the 
Red Sea.  Mea nwhi le, many are sti l l  to be seen, by skin 
d ivers and visitors aboard g lass-bottom boats.  

The sha l low waters g l i m mer with b ri l l iant  fish  that 
l ive i n  colorfu l coral formations of var ied shape, whi le 
deeper parts of the g u lf abou nd  with sharks, h a m mer­
fish,  sawfish,  a n d  other  large fish .  S ince the ope n i n g  of 
the Suez Cana l ,  m a ny tropical fishes h ave entered the 
Mediterra nean ,  and some species h ave acc l imatized 
to the lower tem perature. 

1 SQUIRREL FISH (5 i n .) or 
Soldier F ish  i s  t im id  by day and 
active by n ig ht .  large p reopercu­
lar  sp ine  can i n fl i ct wound when 
fish  i s  hand led .  

Ho/ocentrus 

2 IMPERIAL ANGELFISH (1 5 
i n .) .  One  of several ange lfishes, 
and one of the most beautifu l  
of a l l  the reef fishes  i n  the Gulf .  
Young ore a l m ost b lack.  

Pomacanthus imperator 

3 FIRE FISH ( 1 0  to 1 3  i n .). 
Po isonous sp ines i n  dorsal fi n .  
Feeds on  sma l ler  fi sh .  When 
moving, its i ndented fins  may 
have the  appearance of flames.  

Pterois volitans 

4 MORAY EEL has  th ick  sk in ,  
very sma l l  g i l l  open ing ,  a n d  no 
pectora l fin.  Snout is  poi nted and 
has n u m e rous sharp teeth. larg­
est i s  about 5 feet long.  

Gymnothorax 

32 

5 SMOOTH FLUTE MOUTH (4 
to 5 ft.) has  e longated fl eshy 
body and a pronounced tu be-l ike  
snout with mouth at the  end .  

Fistu/aria 

6 PORCUPINE FISH (20 to 25 
i n .) .  Short body with dark  b lue 
or brownish  spots covered with 
long sp ines  which  inflate (as in  
picture) when i n  danger. Yel low 
fi n s. 

Diodon hystrix 

7 BOXFISH ( 1 8 i n . ) .  Encased 
i n  an  armor or hexagonal  p lates 
which fuse i nto a so l id box. S low, 
feeds ma in ly  on s m a l l  inverte­
brates. 

Ostracion 

8 BUTTERFLY FISH (8 to 1 0  in. )  
is the most com man and  mast 
vivid tropical fish  i n  the  reefs of 
the  Red Sea. Has  com pressed 
body and fine br istle-l i k e  teeth . 

Chaetodon /unu/a 





REPTILES Eighty-two species of repti les h ave been 
fou n d  in Israel : 40 l izards, 34 s n a kes, of which seven 
a re poisonous, a n d  8 turt les .  Al l  of these reptiles are 
carn ivorous except the tortoises, and a l l  egg- laying 
except the sand boa and  some of the sk inks  wh ich  bear 
l ive young . 

STARRED AGAMA ( 1 1 i n .) i s  
com m o n  in  t h e  north. Other spe­
cies a re m are widespread. Male 
has two raws of scales an belly. 

:��� 
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TURKISH GECKO (to 5 i n .), com­
monest  of 10 local species.  C l ing 
to wa l l s .  

C/emmys caspica 

R IVER TURTLE (to 8 i n .), or Cas­
pian terrap in ,  can be seen on 
river banks,  near ponds and  
m arshes. 
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EYED SKINK (to 9 i n .) l ives 
m ostly underground .  One local 
species has  no legs.  



GREEK BLIND SNAKE (to 1 2  i n .). 
A lmost b l i nd ,  l ives u ndergrou nd.  
Head ( left) looks  l i ke to i l .  

PALESTINIAN VIPER (to 4 ft.). 
Bite can be fatal. Often fou n d  
north of Beersheba,  and  along 
coast. 

Eryx jacufus 

JAVELIN SAND BOA (to 28 in . )  
i s  dwarf m e m ber of boa fa m i ly. 
K i l l s  prey by constri ction .  

DICED WATER SNAKE (JY, ft.). 
I ncreas ing i n  n u m ber beca use of 
irrigation. Eats fi sh, frogs. 

BLACK COBRA (3 ft.). Some­
t imes  fou nd south of the Dead 
Sea,  i s  re lated to I nd ian  Cobra. 

SYR IAN BLACK SNAKE (7% 
ft.) is largest in Holy la nd .  Moves 
rap id ly, eats m ice, birds .  

MONTPELLIER SNAKE ( to 7 ft.) 
i s  fou nd on coastal p la in ,  even 
in  bui l t -up areas. 



CAMEL (7 to 8 ft. 
h igh  at the h u m p). Popular ly 
known os the dromedary, it pro­
vides the Bedou in  with transpor­
tation ,  m i l k, m eat, and wool ,  
and i ts  dung  i s  burnt  for fuel .  
L ives on desert vegetat ion and 
can do without water for as long 
as a week.  A rid ing camel  can 
travel over 1 00 m i les a day. 

Althoug h the l ion,  the h ippopota m us, a n d  the e lephant  
have long been ext inct i n  the Holy lan d ,  wolves and 
leopards can  sometimes sti l l  be foun d  i n  Ga l i lee and 
i n  the desert.  Occasiona l ly, the honey badger can  be 
seen in  the Negev a n d  in  parts of  the Jordan Va l ley. 
The mongoose sti l l  roams  in the coastal p la in  a n d  i n  
t h e  northern part of Jordan .  The camel  c a n  be seen a t  
every Bedou in  encampment.  A l l  together, there are 
some 70 species of m a m m a l s .  Most a re sma l l i sh ,  noc­
turnal ,  and  can go without water for long periods.  
Some o� those common ly seen a re descr ibed below. 

36 

WILD BOAR (3 to 5 ft. long).  
Now fac ing  extinct ion, i t  l ives 
m a i n ly i n  what i s  left of the 
Huleh swam ps.  Like al l  pigs, it 
i s  o m n ivorous.  The male u ses 
h i s  curved tusks  to batt le h i s  
r ivals.  A nocturn a l  a n i m a l,  i t  
rel ies on extra-sharp sense of  
sme l l  to  l ead  i t  to food. 



NUBIAN IBEX (40 to 60 i n .  
l o n g ,  heig ht  33 i n .). Lives i n  
herds near t h e  Dead Sea a n d  i n  
t h e  desert where i t  fonds water. 
The female i s  sma l le r  and beard­
less. Herds can somet imes be 
seen wal k i n g  i n  s ingle fi le  be­
hind a leader. A sure-footed 
mountai n-cl i m ber, i t  can j u m p  
as h i g h  as 7 ft. Has keen eye­
s ight  and sense af smel l .  

ARABIAN GAZELLE (about 3% 
ft. lang, ta i l  4 in., he ight  2% ft.). 
Grayi sh-brown or grayish-yel low, 
d e p e n d i n g  on s u r r o u n d i n g s .  
Sharp s ight  a n d  hear ing.  Lives 
i n  rocky areas and th i ckets. The 
female  has  shorter, th inner  horns .  
A southern spec ies, the Dorcas 
gaze l le  (2  ft. h igh )  i s  l i ghter i n  
color, h a s  l o n g  ears, a n d  lyre­
shaped horns.  

STRIPED HYENA (about 3 ft .  
long,  ta i l  15 i n .) can be fou n d  
i n  h i l ly  areas. I ts  s hort, wea k 
h i n d  legs prevent  it from pounc· 
i n g  on l ive p rey and it feeds 
largely on carrion or  on  dying 
an i m als, but  w i l l  kil l  domest i c  
stock.  Massive Ieeth a n d  jaws 
for crush 1 ng bone; dorsal crest 
of long ha i r. Howl has often 
been m i sta ken  for laug hter. I s  
nocturnal  a n d  h a s  poor s ig ht. 

WOLF (about 3% fl. long, ta i l  
1 5  i n .). Though common t o  the  
Ho ly  Land  dur i ng  B ib l i ca l  t i m es, 
i t  i s  now seen rarely-near the 
Dead Sea, in northern Gal i lee 
or i n  Southern Arava. Feeds on  
deer, sma l l  dom estic a n i m a ls ,  
also on mice, i nsects, a n d  some 
fruit .  Those fou n d  i n  the south 
are l ig hter in color and  sma l ler. 

Gazella 
gazella 
gaze II a 



Procavia capensis syriaca 
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SYR.IAN JACKAL (2'h to 3'h 
ft. long, ta i l  1 2  Ia 1 7  i n .). Looks  
l i ke sma l l  wolf. Seen  a l l  over 
the Holy La nd,  part icu larly near 
i n habited areas where i t  fi n d s  
i t s  food : sma l l  a n i m als ,  birds, 
carrion, also grapes and me l ­
ons. Has an  eer ie  h i gh-pitched 
shriek.  Ma in ly  nocturnal .  No­
tori us carr ier of rabies. 

EGYPTIAN MONGOOSE, OR 
ICHNEUMON, (up to 2 f t .  long)  
was sacred i n  anc ient  Egypt. 
Lives i n  hedges and among 
rocks. Preys on  b i rds ,  eggs, 
m ice, snakes,  l izards. D i s l i ked  
by farmers because i t  i s  de­
structive to pou l try (and men­
tioned as such i n  the Ta l m ud).  
Mother and you ng have a char­
acteri st ic " U n k  u n k" ca l l .  

SYRIAN HYRAX, known i n  the  
B ib le  as Cony, (up Ia  20 i n .  
long) l ives i n  colonies of u p  t o  
5 0  i n  rocky c l iffs o r  h i l l top boul­
ders ch iefly near the Dead Sea, 
the Carmel range, and  northern 
Gal i lee. Although rabbit-sized , 
it is more closely related to the 
e lephant a n d  the rh inoceros. 

INDoAN CRESTED PORCUPINE 
(about 30 i n .  long). Holy Land's 
largest rodent. Widespread ex­
cept in sandy areas of the 
south. Has a ha i ry m uzzl e  and  
crest o f  long  wh i te  brist les.  
Lives i n  caves and  burrows. 
Erects its b lack and  wh i te qu i l l s  
and rattles i t s  ta i l  when fr ight­
ened. Feeds on roots and  fruit .  



EGYPTIAN FRUIT BAT (4 to 5 
i n .  long). O n e  of I s rae l's largest 
bats, with a wing span of 14 to 
1 8  i nches.  lives on frui t (figs, 
m u l b e r r i e s ,  p e a c h e s ) .  H a s  a 
shr i l l  squeak.  There are more 
than 20 species of sma l l  i n sect­
eati ng bats, mostly in caves near 
the Dead Sea, the Jord a n  Val ley, 
and the Sea of Gal i lee. 

ETHIOPIAN HEDGEHOG (7 to 
9 in. long). Of I s rael's t h ree spe­
cies of hedgehog, this i s  the 
least  known. Found  i n  the  Ne­
gev.  l i ke  a l l  hedgehogs, i t  i s  not  
a fast  runner. Eats  i nsects, m ice, 
a n d  s n a k e s-ev e n  p o i s o n o u s  
ones, a n d  some vegeta ble m at­
ter. When fr ightened, rol l s  u p  
i nto a bal l  o f  sharp spi nes.  lives 
i n  burrows. 

JERBOA (about 4 i n .  long,  ta i l  
7 i n .). Two s pecies are fou nd  
ch iefly i n  the south. S i m i lar  to  
the Kan garoo Rat, i t  can leap  as 
far as 4 feet, us ing  its long tai l  
for balance and  sup port. Short 
front legs are only u sed to hold 
food. Feeds m a i n ly on seeds. 
Can l ive without d r i nk i ng  water. 

ETRUSCAN SHREW (about 1 'h 
in .  long) is the s m a l lest known 
m a m m a l  and  one of four species 
of sh rews in  I srael.  Seldom 
weighs more than Yo, of an 
ounce. Hides i n  p i les of straw 
and i n  weeds. Despite i ts sma l l  
size, it  needs  a lo t  of  food ( in ­
sects) and  on cold n ig hts often 
eats more than its own weight.  

Paraech inus aethiopicus 
pectoralis 

Suncus etruscus etruscus 
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/ 
BI R D S  O F  T H E  H O LY LAND 

Neal'ly 400 species of birds are known i n  the Holy 
Land,  but of these on ly a bout 1 00 a re residents, the 
others  being m ig rants, summer visitors or winter visitors. 
I srael  is  i n  the m idd le  of one of the g reat m ig ration 
routes from eastern Europe and western Asia to Africa 
and back,  and there is a n  a lmost consta nt  movement  of 
birds .  Dece m ber and January are the o n ly months i n  
which some mig ration does not norm a l ly ta ke p lace.  
The man-made  cha nges which h ave taken p lace over 
the past h a lf-century have, of course, affected bird l ife, 
particu la rly in Israel .  Some species have begun to b reed 
i n  the country for the fi rst t ime; some h ave been de­
stroyed ,  whi le others,  such as some of the former  i n ­
hab itants o f  now-va nished swam ps, have h a d  t o  fi n d  
n e w  homes, often i n  t h e  sanctuaries a n d  reserves set 
aside for them. Most of the birds on the fol lowing pages 
have been associated with the Holy La nd  for thousa nds  
of years, a n d  m a ny are mentioned i n  the B i b le.  Sizes 
i n d icated a re from bi l l  t ip to ta i l  t ip.  

PALESTINE BULBUL (6  i n .). Th i s  
res ident  is  one  of the few mem­
bers  of i t s  fa m i ly to l ive outs ide 
the t ropics .  Always seen i n  pairs .  
You n g  birds eat i n sects but 
adu l ts are vegetarian .  

HOOPOE ( 1 1 i n .) arrives i n  Feb­
ruary, leaves i n  Septem ber, but 
same stay throu g h  the winter.  
Fou n d  i n  north a n d  center.  Ca l l  
i s  d i st i nctive, low " poo poo." 
F l igh t  lazy and u n d u lat i n g .  



1 GREAT CRESTED GREBE ( 1 9  
i n .). Th i s  large a n d  expert d iver 
is  a res ident  af Holy Land.  
B lack-necked Grebe (38 i n .) i s  
a win ter  v i s itor. 

2 WHITE PELICAN (55 to 70 in . )  
is  passi n g  m i g ra n t  often seen 
nesti ng  i n  Hu leh Reserve. Pouch, 
used i n  catch i n g  fish  a n d  stra i n ­
ing  food, con hold 3 ga l lons .  

3 CATTLE EGRET (20 i n .), a res i ­
d e n t  a l s o  known as Buff-backed 
Heron, i s  one of 1 1  herons  i n  Is­
rael .  Often stands  on  the back 
of a n  a n i m a l ,  p i ck ing  off t icks .  

4 SMYRNA KINGFISHER (7 i n .) ,  
a colorfu l ,  so l itary res ident .  L ives 
i n  o ga l lery which widens i nto a 
cham ber wh ere it l ays 4 or 5 
wh ite, sh iny  eggs. 

5 WHITE STORK (40 i n .) i s  
seen  i n  flocks  f rom February un ­
t i l  May, soar ing  or  stan d i n g  sti l l ,  
somet imes  w i t h  w ing  outstretched 
to warm itself  i n  the  sun .  

6 SPUR-WINGED PLOVER ( 1 0  
in . )  i s  a res ident, seen i n  fie lds  
or near  water, i n  pa i r s  or  sma l l  
flocks .  I ts ca l l  i s  a no i sy  "zac­
zoc-zee." 
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EUROPEAN BEE-EATER (6 i n .). 
Breeds in the north ond center 
of l sroel. Seen from Morch to 
October resti n g  on  telegraph 
poles. Catches insects on  the 
wing.  

WHITE WAGTAIL· (7 i n .). A rare 
res ident  but a com m o n  ond pop­
ular v is i tor  from October to 
April .  The B lock-headed Wag ­
tai l breeds in the  Jordan Vol ley. 

TRISTRAM'S GR�CKLE (7 i n .). 
A sweet-s i n g i n g  res ident  swal ­
low found usual ly near the  Deod 
Sea. lays 3 to 5 pa le  blue eggs 
i n  rock cleft nests. Ca n be la med, 

RED RUMPED SWALLOW (7 
in . ) .  A s u m m er breeder seen 
from Morch to October_ Bu i lds  
enc losed nest with spout-shape 
en trance out  of t iny, rou n d  mud 
bricks.  

1FT (6 i n .). A spr ing breeder 
seen from February to J u n e. Very 
ro pid fl ight  a n d  shr i l l  screech .  
Lorge flocks c o n  be s e e n  o n d  
heord over large towns.  

CRESTED LARK (6 i n .) ,  a com­
mon resident, seen i n  open cou n­
try .  P lum per and  poler  thon the  
S kylark, its song  (a l iqu id  " !wee­
lee-too ") is  also less m us ico l .  

ARABIAN BABBLER (6 i n .). A 
res ident  of th is  south Asian and 
A f r i c a n  f a m i l y s e e n  m a i n l y  
a rou nd  the Dead Sea, whose 
chattering choruses a re remi n i s­
cent of h u m a n  laughter. 



Porus major 

PALESTINE GREAT TIT (4 i n .). 
Northern i n sect-eat ing resident,  
bui lds m attress- l i ke nest i n  holes 
of trees, d ra i n p i pes, a n d  wa l l s .  

GREENFINCH (6 i n .) .  Th i s  resi­
dent  i s  the sweetest songster in 
the Holy land. A com mon seed­
eater of gardens and fields .  
Nests  from Apr i l  to J u ly. 

GOLDFINCH (4 i n .). A sociable, 
s i ng ing  resident  seen i n  gar­
dens,  orchards, and fie lds .  F locks 
often forage for food o n  the 
roads ide i n  fa l l  a n d  winter. 

CHAFFINCH (6 i n .) .  A com mon 
winter v is i tor. F l ight ca l l  is a 
low "ts ip-ts ip," song is a cas­
cade of several notes end ing  i n  
"choo-ee-o. " 

GRACEFUL WARBLER (3 i n .) i s  
widespread i n  t he  Holy land.  
Ident ifiable by c i rcu lar  motion of 
its long ta i l  and low ch irp. Nest 
is  purse-shaped.  

PALESTINE SUNBIRD (2 in . )  i s  
t he  sma l lest b i rd  i n  I srael a n d  
Jordan .  D r i nk i ng  nectar from 
flowers, i t  i s  often m istaken  for 
a h u m m i ngbi rd .  

DEAD S E A  SPARROW ( 3  i n .), a 
summer  breeder, fou nd  on ly  i n  
t h e  southern part o f  Jorda n Val­
ley a n d  around  the  Dead Sea.  
Bu i lds  large n ests i n  ta mar i sk  
bushes. 
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1 LITTLE OWL (8 i n .) .  Bobs ond 
bows when fr ightened.  l ike the  
eag le, s tork ,  raven,  and pel ican,  
it is  a b i rd which , accord ing to 
the B ib le ,  Jews a re forbidden to 
eat. Eagle Owl is over 20 i n .  

2 GREAT SPOTTED CUCKOO 
(15 i n .) .  A s u m m er breed er i n  the 
north and center, i t  lays its eggs 
most ly in the nests of the Hood . .  
ed Crow. A noisy bird, it some­
times sounds l ike a hen.  

3 PIN-TAILED SANDGROUSE 
is p igeo n - l i ke desert bird with 
feathered feet. Flocks to water 
morn i n g  and even ing .  Young can 
run as soon as hatched. Five 
other species i n  I s rael .  
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4 PALM DOVE (6 i n .). A resi­
dent  sum mer  breeder related to 
the  com mon Turt le Dove.  Drowsy, 
persistent " coo-coo " i s  p robably 
the "voice of t he  turt le" referred 
to i n  Bible as sign of spr ing .  

S ROCK PARTRIDGE (1 3 i n .), or  
Chu kar, a res ident  throug hout 
the Holy Land,  is  a papular  g a m e  
b i r d .  Nests among rocks and  l ays 
6 Ia 1 5  p in k i sh -ye l low eggs i n  
Apr i l  and  May. 

6 QUAIL (7 i n .) .  A pass ing m i ­
gra nt, it breeds m ostly in  rough 
pastures .  Tog ether with man na, 
quai l  was eaten i n  the desert by 
the Ch i ld ren of I s rael  dur ing  the 
exodus from Egypt. 



1 ROLLER ( 1 2 i n .). A pass ing m i­
grant and  s u m m er breeder, th i s  
jay-l i k e  bird i s  seen  i n  apen  
fie lds  and  by the ways ide .  Feeds 
an i n sects, frogs and  l izards. 

2 BONELLI 'S EAGLE (26 ta 29 
in .). A res ident, i t  sweeps an 
rabbits and birds,  h u nts falcons.  
I ts  relative, the  Spatted Eagle,  is  
a passing m igrant  and  a win ter 
vi sitor. 

3 RAVEN (25 i n .), the largest af 
the craw fa m i ly, can be seen a l l  
aver the H a l y  L a n d .  Often seen 
scari n g .  Cry i s  a characterist i c, 
deep, harsh " kaarrp." 

4 LESSER KESTREL ( 1 3 i n .). 
Gl ides a n d  hovers, p l u n g i n g  
steeply I a  catch m ice, beetles, 
etc. The rare scaly falcon breeds 
near Dead Sea. 

5 EGYPTIAN VULTURE (23 Ia 
26 i n .) . A s u m mer breeder, nests 
on  c l iffs, m ostly i n  caves. O n e  
af several spec ies  af vu l ture i n  
Haly La nd,  i t  h a s  beaut ifu l  fl i ght  
but i s  c l u m sy an the  g rou n d .  

6 SYRIAN J A Y  ( 1 3  i n .). Th i s  res­
ident i s  fou n d  m ostly i n  the Car­
me l  Ra nge,  near Jerusalem and 
i n  the Upper Gal i l ee.  I s  k n own 
far  its ab i l ity ta i m i tate ather  
b i rds and  even cats. 
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I N S E C T S  AN D O T H E R  

A R T H R O P O D S  

Experts est im ate that there may be some 70,000 species 
of i nsects in the Holy Land,  of which on ly some 40,000 
have as yet  been descr ibed.  Repeated destruction of 
towns in the past, present-day afforestation ,  the i ntro­
duction of new p lants and flowers, the dra in ing  of 
swam ps, a n d  irr igation have a l l  served to i nc rease the 
n u m ber a n d  k i n d  of Israe l ' s  i nsects and other arth ro­
pods. Among the most common are scorpions, butter­
flies (over 1 ,000 species), ants, cr ic kets, p raying  m a n ­
tises ( m ore t h a n  1 5  species),  beetles, cent ipedes,  bees. 

Danaus chrysippus 

SDOM BUTTERFLY (2 i n .), seen 
in  lower Jordan Val ley and 
around Ein Gedi .  Caterpi l lars are 
i m m une Ia poison of the Sdam 
apple. 

JUDEAN SCORPION (2 to 3 i n .) .  
JERICHO SCORPION (6 to 7 
in. ) .  Bath h ide  by day and m ove 
s lowly. They are dangerous to 

sma l l  a n i ma ls  and ch i ldren. 

OLEANDER MOTH (2% in .) .  
Feeds on poisonous oleander 
leaves. I ts caterp i l lars have yel­
low " h orn" o n  the last  back seg­
ment.  

GOLIATH SPIDER (body 1% i n .) .  
Not a true spider, is often m is­
taken for tarantu la .  Nocturnal,  
it h ides by day. Not poisonous. 



A LMON D B O R E R  ( 1  'h i n . ) .  
Adults  feed o n  stone fru i t  trees 
such os a lmonds,  apr i cots, p l u m s, 
ond peaches.  

ORI ENTAL WASP ( 3.4 in.  wing).  
St ing con be fotol to mon .  Nests 
mode of pop ier-m oche of tree 
bork, soil, ond sol ivo.  Raids bee­
h ives. 

GIANT GRASSHOPPER (5 to 7 
i n .) . Holy Land 's  largest i n sect. 
Wing less carn ivore, it  feeds 
i n sects o n d  smal l  o n i m ols .  

PRAYING MANTIS (2Y, i n .), or 
K ing Solomon ' s  Camel .  Female 
devours mole ' s  heod ot mat ing .  
Moves so slowly v ic t im i s  caught  
u nawares. 

JUDEAN CENTIPEDE (4 i n .) hos 
ot Ieos! 40 legs. F i rst poir of legs 
g ive painfu l  s t ing .  Lives under 
stones o n d  bork i n  the  north.  

Copnodis 
carbon aria 

Vespa orienta/is 

DESERT LOCUST (2'/2 i n .) was 
one of the Ten P lagues of Egypt 
during exod us.  Swarms  from Su­
dan about once every 30 years. 

SCARAB BEETLE ( 1  i n .). Sacred 
to anc ient  Egypti ans .  Seen on 
coastal sand d u n es, rol l i n g  d u n g  
bal ls ,  s o m e  u s e d  as e g g  deposi-



Marble gr iffin dated Ia 3rd century fou nd near Erez in southern I srael 

A R C H E O L O G Y 

I N  T H E  H O L Y LAN D 

Since the fourth m i l len ium B.C. ,  the Holy la nd has  been 
the crossroads of d ifferent cu l tures, and has  served as 
a land br idge between the continents of Europe, Africa, 
and Asi a .  Its p lace i n  a rcheology is  un ique .  The fi rst 
mod ern excavation of a Pa lestin ian site was made i n  
1 8 5 0  by a French explorer, b u t  t h e  ear l iest sc ientific 
archeolog ica l  work is  dated from 1 865,  when the 
Palesti ne Exp loration Fund was estab l ished and  exca­
vations  started i n  Jerusa lem.  

I n  1 870, the American Palest ine Exploration Society 
beg a n  its work. The best known of the early Palesti ne 
archeolog ists was F l i nders Petrie, who fi rst i ntroduced 
a systematic record ing  of finds and used pottery for 
dati n g .  

Excavations i n  Israel t a k e  place i n  " seasons"-some­
t imes fou r  seasons to a sum mer. At the end of each 
season, the finds are removed for study, research,  and  
eventua l  d isp lay. 
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Successive 
layers 
i n  a typica l  

Midd le  East 
te l l  

A TELL (a bove) is a flat-topped artific ia l  mound, com­
mon i n  the Middle East .  I t  is  made u p  of a series of 
destroyed vi l lages and  cit ies,  with the o ldest layer of 
h u m a n  occupation at the bottom .  With each new settle­
ment, the area for bu i ld ing  beca me s m a l ler,  giving the 
te l l  its pecu l iar  shape.  The n u m ber of l ayers can vary 
from one, as in the Cha lcol i th ic  sett lement  of Beersheba,  
to 2 3 ,  spanning centuries from the Ear ly  Bronze age to 
Hel len istic ti mes, as in Hazor.  A tel l  m ust be excavated 
by h a n d  to prevent destruction of its contents.  

I m porta nt  m useums i n  Israel  are : I n  Jerusa lem,  the 
Israel  Museum and  the S h rine of The Boo k next to the 
Hebrew Un iversity; The Museum of Re l ig ious Antiq u it ies 
at the Ch ief Rabb inate; the Herbert E.  C la rk  col lection 
at the YMCA; the Museum of the B ib l i ca l  Pontifica l  I n ­
stitute, a n d  the Palest ine Museum,  a g ift of  John  D .  
Roc kefe l ler, J r .  I n  T e l  Aviv, the " H a ' a retz " complex of 
museums and  the Te l Aviv-Jaffa Antiqu it ies Museum i n  
Jaffa .  I n  Ha ifa, the Mun ic ipa l  Museum of  Ancient  Art, 
the Eth nolog ica l  Museu m,  and the " Dagon" Archeo­
log ica l  Col lection .  
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THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS are among t i le g reatest of a l l  
modern archeolog ica l  fi n d s .  I n  spr ing 1 947, a Bedouin  
shepherd d iscovered on the c l iffs over Kh i rbet Qum­
ran ,  at the northwest end of  the Dead Sea ,  a cave 
which conta ined e ight  earthenware jars .  I n s ide,  he 
fou n d  bund les of parch ment wrapped in l i nen ,  which  
turned out to  be ancient Hebrew m a nuscripts, d at ing as 
far back  as the fi rst century B .C . 

The d iscovery rema i ned un noticed for many months,  
and the m a n uscripts passed from hand to h a n d .  The i r  
s ign ificance gradua l ly became known i n  t h e  fol lowi ng  
years. I nternationa l  teams  of  scholars se t  ou t  to  study 
them, and exped it ions were sent to look for more.  The 
Dead Sea Scro l l s  were found to conta i n  com p lete m a n u­
scripts of the Boo k of I sa iah,  a com m entary on the B ib l i ­
ca l Book  of  Habbakuk  (Jewish prophet of the 7th cen­
tury B .C . ) , a n  a poca lyptic poem te l l i ng  of the strugg le  
between the Sons  of  L igh t  a n d  the  Sons  of  Darkness, 
and psa l m s .  Since then, frag m ents of every boo k of 
the Hebrew Bible except Esther have been identified . 
Of the h u n d reds of scrol l s  that h ave been found near  
the Dead Sea, m a ny are d ispersed i n  i n stitut ions 
throughout the world . 

U n rol l i ng a Dead Sea scro l l  



I n  1 95 1 ,  Bedouin tr ibesmen d iscovered more scro l l s  
on the steep h i l l s  near the Wad i  Murabaat, some 1 0 
m i les south of Qumran .  These scrol ls ,  i n  Hebrew, Greek, 
and Ara m a i c  (the language used by Jesus)  were more 
recent-fi rst century B.C.  and  first and secon d  century 
A. D .-c;n d  were probably h idden dur i ng  the second 
Jewish upr is i n g .  Among them were fou r  letters by Bar  
Koch ba, a Jewish leader  dur i ng  the revolt  aga i nst t he  
Rom ans  (A .D .  1 35 ) .  

There was ,  among the scrol ls ,  a "Manua l  of  Disc i ­
p l ine" which  sets  down ru les and  reg u l at ions for  a 
mon astic J ewish sect, probably the Essenes, to wh ich  
John  the Baptist m ay have belonged . Not  m u c h  is known 
a bout the Essenes.  I t  is  bel ieved that, i n  protest aga inst 
l i cent iousness, they formed a n  austere sect, were per­
secuted, a n d  too k refuge  near the Dead Sea . They a re 
ment ioned i n  P l i ny ' s  Natural History, a n d  documents 
found in a Ca i ro synagogue mention the i r  exod us to 
Dam ascus.  

The State of Israel  has acquired several  scrol ls ,  which 
are on permanent exh i bit i n  the Shr ine of the Book of 
the Israel N at ional  Museum i n  Jerusa l e m .  Other scrol ls 
a re i n  the Pa lest ine Archeo log ica l  Museum i n  Jerusa lem . 

The Shr ine  of the Book 



T H E  P A S T  

PRE-HISTORY The l a n d  of the  B ib le  
has long been the focus of  i ntense arche­
olog ica l  in terest. Perhaps as far back  as  
a m i l l ion yea rs ago i n  the lower Paleo­
l i th ic  Age, when e lephants and h ippopot­
a m i  roamed the jung les which  then cov­
ered the land ,  pr im itive m a n  in the Jord a n  
Val ley a l ready made too ls  from pebbles .  
About 1 00,000 years ago, Neandertha l  
Ma n appeared i n  t h e  caves o f  t h e  Gal i lee, 
the Carmel  Mounta ins, and the Judean 
Desert. later he becam e  extinct .  

At about 3 0,000 B.C. he  was fol lowed 
by Homo sapiens .  From 1 5,000 B . C .  the 
c l im ate became what it i s  now-long hot 
summers a n d  short rainy winters-a nd 
m a n  left h i s  caves for  the fl rst t ime to l ive 
outdoors. By 8 ,000 B .C .  the Natuflan Cu l ­
ture ( named for  Wad i  Natufa i n  the  h i l l s  
o f  J udea),  had produced houses a n d  the 
beg i n n ings  of art and of ag r icu lture.  With 
the Neol i th ic  Era (the new Ston e  Age) 
came in tens ive agriculture and the domes­
tication of a n ima l s .  Perh aps the worl d ' s  
o ldest known town ,  Jericho, w a s  b u i l t  then . 
Dur ing th is  era, (7500-4000 B .C . ) ,  the 
Yarmuk  Cu lture flourished . N amed for the 
excavation site near  the River Yarm u k  in 
the northern part of the Jordan Va l ley, 
where beautiful fert i l ity figures have been 
fou nd ,  it has  to its credit  one of m a n ki n d ' s  
g reat d iscoveries-the mak ing of pottery. 



CHALCOLITHIC copper objects BElT YERACH means  House of 
fou nd in a cave of the Judean the Moon i n  Hebrew. lake Ti ber-
desert near the Dead Sea ias i s  i n  bac kgrou nd 

Excavations of the Cha lcol i th ic period-the Copper­
Stone Age of the 4th m i l l en ium B .C .-have brought  to 
l ight a civi l izat ion with a h igh ly developed copper i n ­
dustry. A t  N a h a l  Mish mar  n e a r  t h e  D e a d  S e a ,  s o m e  4 0 0  
copper and  iv

'
ory tools, m ace-heads, staves, a n d  stan ­

d ards were fou n d  wrapped i n  a m at.  These people fl rst 
bui lt  underground  houses, then huts with storage pits, 
and fi n a l ly t im ber-roofed cottages. Dur ing the second 
m i l le n i um  B .C .  the empires of the Midd le  East i n  the 
val leys of the Ni le  and the Euphrates sta rted tak ing  
shape.  

A massive early Bronze Age city (ear ly  4th  m i l l en i um )  
was  found i n  Be i t  Yerach,  a few mi les south of  Tiberias .  
I t  was r inged by a 25-foot wal l  ( later rebui l t  by Solomon)  
a n d  boasted g iant  g ra in  s i los.  l ike most  of the Holy 
La n d ' s  h istoric s ites, th is  sett lement was covered over 
by a series of subsequent com m u n ities . Beit Yerach was 
destroyed,  proba bly in  the 24th century B .C . ,  a n d  bu i l t  
up  aga in  later .  It has  rem nants of  a 4th century A . D .  
synagogue, a 5 t h  century A .D .  Rom a n  bathhouse, and  
a 6 th  century A . D .  Byzant ine church . 
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EARLY ART from Holy La n d :  Copper sta ndard,  dated to e n d  of 4th 
m i l le n i u m  B.C., and Canaan ite fi g u r i n e s  

With the Bronze Age, an urban civili zation started 
to develop-the civilization of the Canaanites, who 
lived in independent, fortified city-states, each under 
its own k ing, each worshipping its own Gods. Jericho 
and Hazor, mentioned in the Book of Joshua, are char­
acteristic of this era. From the beginning of their history, 
these city-states were prey to the great empires of 
Mesopotamia and Egypt, and all were harried by roving 
bands of invaders. 

HAZOR 4th m i l l e n i u m  Canaan ite 
c i ty d estroyed by J o s h u a  ot the 
end of  the 1 3th century B.C.  

TEL QUAS ILE was esta b l i s h ed in  
the 1 2th century B.C. Here, a 
f u rnace for m e l t i n g  bronze 



BIBLICAL TIMES Today, the background of even the 
earliest stories of the Bible has been largely proven 
historically correct. During the 2nd m illenium B . C . ,  
Abraham o f  Ur led his clan from Mesopotamia into 
Canaan, where they settled . Clay tablets, excavated at 
Mari on the Euphrates, provide evidence of similar 
tribal movements during this period . The Patriarchs­
Abraham, his son Isaac, and his grandson Jacob, whose 
second name was Israel-are buried in a cave in 
Hebron. About the 1 4th century B . C . ,  Jacob's son, 
Joseph, was sold into slavery by his brothers and taken 
to Egypt where, later, driven by drought, they joined 
him. The descendants of Jacob's twelve sons-Reuben, 
Simeon, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, levi,  
lssachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, and Joseph-formed the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph's own tribe was d ivided 
between his two sons, Ephraim and Menasseh. Each of 
the tribes was allotted part of the Promised land upon 
their return from Egypt, except for the priestly house of 
levi, to which no specific territory was given. 
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About 1 3 75 B .C. , Moses led the Children of Israel 
out of Egypt and across the Wilderness of Sinai up to 
the borders of the land which God had promised Abra­
ham. Moses died, but the Israelites crossed the Jordan, 
near Jericho, under the command of Joshua, who con­
quered western Canaan, marking the end of a little­
known ancient Canaanite civilization. By about 1 2 0 0  
B . C. t h e  Israelite infiltration of Canaan was deep but 
control was still weak. The land was under constant 
attack by the surviving Canaanites, the neigh boring 
peoples, and later by the sea-going Philistines from 
Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, and Goth along the 
Mediterranean coast. In their attempts to hold their 
territory, the Israelites united over a period of two 
hundred years under a succession of secular "spontane­
ous " leaders, known as the " Judges, " of whom the 
most popular was Samson. The Philistines, however, 
eventually dominated large parts of the country, which 
later became known as Palestine-the Land of the 
Philistines. 

The exploits of Samson, who, blinded, pul led down 
tha Phi listine temple of Dagon, and the battle of young 
David against Goliath,  are part of the struggle of the 

Hebrews against the Phil­
istines, w h o  eventually 
captured the Sacred Ark 
of the Covenant, a trans­
portable temple. The last 
and greatest judge was 
the prophet Samuel, who 
anointed the flrst king, 
Saul . 

Asiat i c  people ,  from an a n c i e nt 
Egypt ian w a l l  p a i n t i n g  



D A V I D  AN D S O L O M ON 

The threat of subjugation by the Philistines forced the 
Israelite tribes to form a kingdom, first under Saul 
( 1 0 2 5 - 1 0 0 6  B . C .) and then under David ( 1 004-965 
B . C .) .  David made Jerusalem the religious and admin­
istrative center of the new kingdom. He united the 
northern and southern tribes, conquered Damascus and 
parts of Lebanon, wiped out remaining Canaanite en­
claves, and defeated the Philistines. He extended Israel­
ite influence to the Euphrates and along the Mediter­
ranean coast to Tyre and Sidon. When King David 
died, he bequeathed his kingdom to Solomon, his son 
(965-9 2 2  B . C .), establishing a dynasty which reigned 
in Jerusalem for 4 0 0  years. 

Solomon was not a conquering warrior, but he con­
solidated his father's conquests. He set up a cha in of 
fortified cities to protect his kingdom and concentrated 
on commerce. He turned 
Israel into a center of 
trade, developed a cop­
per mining and smelting 
industry in the Negev and 
built a port for trade with 
Africa.  He married the 
daughter of an Egyptian 
Pharaoh, and played host 
to the colorful Queen of 
Sheb a .  Solomo n under-
took vast construction pro­
grams, anc hired Phoeni­
cian craftsmen to build his 
magni ficent Temple i n  
Jerusalem. 
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ARMAGEDDON is corru ption of 
Hor Meg iddo, Hebrew for the 
Hi l l  of Meg iddo. In Revelation, 
Meg iddo i s  the s i te of the battle 
to be fought  at the end of t ime.  

Above i s  a reconstruction of the 
B ib l ical city. Excavations  have 
un covered 20 layers, the earl iest 
of the Cholcol i th ic  Period, the 
last of the 4th century B.C. 

EXILE TO BABYLON At Solomon 's  death i n  9 2 2  B .C .  
the monarchy sp l i t  i n to  the northern k ingdom of  Israel 
and the southern kingdom of Judah,  of which Jerusa lem 
re mai ned the capita l .  These k ingdoms were relent less ly 
harassed by the rival empi res of Egypt, Syria,  a n d  Assy­
ria  and  by i nterna l  revo lts and  assassinat ions.  As a 
succession of fiery publ ic  preachers-the Prophets E l i ­
jah,  E l i sha,  Hosea, Amos, and I sa iah-grimly predicted, 
the wea kened k ingdom of Israel fe l l  to Assyria wh i le 
the k ingdom of Judah dwindled i nto a vassa l  state of 

the Assyrian Empire. Its 
end came after Babylon 
conquered the rem nants 
of the Assyrian Em pire 
(587 B .C . ) .  

A T  MEGIDDO, anc ient  water 
tunne l  to wel l  outside c i ty wal l s  



THE SECOND TEMPLE In 586  B .C .  Jerusalem was 
razed by the Babylon ian  a rmy. The Tem ple was de­
stroyed and most of the population exi led to Ba bylon­
until 5 3 8  B . C .  when Babylon, i n  its turn, fe l l  to Cyrus of 
Persia who perm itted the Jews to return home.  The 
grandch i l d ren of those who had been taken to Baby­
lon bui l t  a second Tem ple, completed in 5 1 5  B .C .  

For  the n ext 200 years, the  Jews were re latively 
autonomous a l though sti l l  part of the Pers ian  E m pire .  
I n  333 B .C .  the arm ies of Alexander the Great swept 
through the Midd le  East and conquered Judea .  After 
Alexa nder ' s  death, control of J udea passed fi rst i nto 
the hands  of the Ptolem ies of Egypt; then,  in 1 98 B .C . ,  
to  the Greek-influenced Seleucid K ingdom of  Syria .  

About 1 68 B .C . ,  the Syrian k ing,  Antiochus  I V  Epi­
phanes, p lu ndered the Temple and  consecrated i t  to 
the god Zeus .  Led by a priestly fami ly-the Hasmonea ns  
-the Jews rebel led in  1 68 B .C .  aga inst i ncreas ing 
Syr ian persecutio n .  With  Judas Maccabee at their  head,  
they drove the Syrians  out of Jerusalem a n d  i n  1 42 
B . C .  esta bl ished a n  independent Hasmonean k ingdom 
which ru led J udea unt i l  63 B .C .  

\\-7; 
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ANTIOCHUS IV EPIPHANES, 
wearing the Greek d iadem 

HASMONEAN period d rawing 
of  wors h i p  pursu ing two mer· 
chant s h i ps 
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ROMAN DOMIN ION Then came the Romans .  I n  40 
B .C . ,  Herod the Great, supported by Rome, was  dec lared 
" King  of Jude·a . "  He constructed the port of Caesarea 
and the fortress of Ma�ada and rebui l t  the Tem ple, add­
ing  to i t s  sp lendor .  One wa l l  erected by Herod sti l l  
stands  today in  the Old City of  Jerusa lem-the western 
wal l ,  better known as the Wai l i ng  Wal l ,  to wh ich Jews 
for centuries came to mourn the destruction of the 
Tem p le.  Not long before Herod 's  death, Jesus was born 
i n  Beth lehem.  In A . D .  6 the Romans an nexed J udea, 
which beca me a Roman subprovince of Syria .  I n  A . D .  
2 9, u n d er t h e  Roman Procurator ( o r  I m per ia l  Governor) 
Pontius Pi late, Jesus was crucified i n  Jerusa lem .  

I n  A . D .  66 the Jews aga in  revolted .  Rom a n  legions 
poured in to the land and i n  A .D . 70 the Tenth Leg ion 
broke the Jewish rebel l ion,  overpowered Jerusalem, 
burned the Temp le  to the g round,  and  sold thousands 
of Jews into s lavery. One pocket of insu rrect ion sti l l  
rem ained . I n  t ha t  desert fort, Masada, wh ich  Herod 
had bui l t  not far from the Dead Sea, a g roup of Jews 
fought  on  for th ree n 1 ore years .  In A .D .  1 3 2 ,  a nother 
desperate Jewish upris ing broke out under Bar  Kochba, 
who was crushed by Em peror Hadr ia n ' s  leg ions in A .D .  
1 3 5 .  

Scale  model  of the T e m p l e  i n  J e r u sa l e m  



MASADA (a He l len ized form of 
the Hebrew Metzuda, mea n i n g  
strongho ld)  w a s  bu i l t  b y  Herod 
on a huge fl at-topped roc k jut­
t i ng  out from the Wi lderness of 
Judah,  some 1 ,500 feet above 
the l evel  of the Dead Sea. There 
were storehouses, a palace, and  

JUDEA CAPTA coi n  com mem­
orat ing Rom a n  v ictory i n  Pales­
t ine 

c isterns fi rst used by Herod i n  
h i s  battle against  the Hasmo­
neans. In  A.D.  73,  i t  fe l l  after  a 
s iege by the Roman Tenth Le­
g ion;  a l l  but five of a thousa n d  
o f  i t s  Jewish defenders were 
dead. Masada is st i l l  be ing ex­
cavated.  

PONTIUS PILATE'S n a m e  o n  
stone s lab found  i n  Caesarea 



BYZANTINE RULE With the fa l l  of the Tem ple, which 
had been the foca l  point of Jewish l ife i n  Palestine, 
Mesopotamia  became the new center for Juda i sm.  
Dur ing  the fi rst century, the  Christia n  rel igion started 
spread i n g  i n  the eastern Med iterranean,  m a i n ly through  
Sau l  of  Tarsus-St. Pau l .  At  the beg i n n i n g  of  the 4th 
century Emperor Constantine made Christ ian ity the 
officia l  rel igion of the  Roman Em,:ire .  I n  A.D. 3 24, the 
empi re sp l it i n to two-a western part, ru led from Rome, 
and a n  eastern part, ru led from Byzanti u m  (Constan ­
t inople) .  Constant ine w a s  enthroned em peror o f  the 
Byzant ine part .  Constantine l avished time and treasure 
on the l a n d  that had  crad led h i s  faith .  He a n d  h i s  
mother, He lena,  bu i l t  scores of churches, of which the 
m ost fam ous is  the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in  the 
Old C ity of Jerusa lem . Pi lgrims flooded the country, 
and h u n d reds of monasteries sprang up. Palestine  pros­
pered, a lthough the growth of Byzant ine Orthodoxy 
resulted in persecutio n of the Jews and  of those Ch rist ian 
groups that  d id  not accept the officia l  dog m a .  

ST. HELENA, mother o f  Con­
stantine, is said to have d iscov­
ered Golgotha and the "true 
cross ." 

BYZANTINE MOSAIC in  Tab­
gha, one of many in Holy Land 



MOSLEM DOMINION The first weaken ing of By­
zant ine ru le came in A.D.  6 1 4  when the Pers ians  cap­
tured Jerusalem and he ld it for 1 3  years. Byzant ine ru le 
fina l ly ended i n  A.D.  640 when Caesarea,  its last 
stronghold  i n  Pa lestine, fel l  to the inva d i n g  Arabs.  

The Mos lems constructed a mosque,  the Dome of the 
Rock,  i n  A.D.  69 1 ,  over the spot where the Temple had 
once stood and from which Moham med is  bel ieved to 
have ascended to h eave n .  Jerusalem becam e  a c ity 
holy to I s la m .  At fi rst, Mos lem ru le from D a mascus was 
tolerant .  But with the transfer of the Mos lem pol i t ical  
capita l to Baghdad in  A.D. 762, the attitude of the 
Ca l iphate became increasing ly hosti le, both to Jews 
and to C h ristians .  When power passed to an Egypt ian 
dynasty, the Fatimids ,  who founded Cai ro i n  A. D .  973,  
the situation worsened . Palestine  had  been under  
Mos lem ru le  for  nearly four  centu ries, when the order 
(only part ia l ly  executed)  g iven i n  A.D.  1 009 by Ca l iph  
Hak im to  destroy the  Holy Sepulchre ign ited the C hris­
t ian Holy Wars.  The first Crusade was launched i n  A . D .  
1 096.  

RAMLA, the o n l y  town b u i l t  by 
the Mos lems  ir. Pa lestine, wos 
founded in A.D. 7 1 6 by Ca l iph  
Su le imon .  The Wh ite Tower, ris­
ing 90 feet above ru i n s  of o 
mosque, wos bu i l t  in the 1 3th 
or 1 4th century. The town was 
bu i l t ot the j u n ct ion of two i m ­
portant ca .·avan routes, south­
north from Egypt to Syria, and 
west-east from the Med iterra­
nean i n land .  Today, i t  lies along 
the moin Tel Aviv-Jerusalem 
h ighway, the busiest i n  I srael. 



CRUSADER castle i n  Jordan, and scene from sta i ned g lass window 

THE C RUSADES Throughout the Holy Land ,  the rem­
n ants of castles, churches, manor  houses, and hospices 
bui lt  by the Crusaders can sti l l  be seen .  I nspired by the 
preach ing  of Peter the Hermit  and organ ized by Pope 
Urban II, the F irst Crusade ( 1 096- 1 099) under  Godfrey 
de Boui l lon took th ree years to reach Palest ine from 
F r a n c e .  Twe lve  t h o u s a n d  C r u s a d e rs-n o b l e s  a n d  
kn ights, serfs a n d  freemen-ca ptured Jerusa lem,  and  
establ i shed the Latin K ingdom of  Jerusa lem,  formed on 
the feuda l  pattern of medieval Europe, a n d  depending 
upon i t .  

The Latin Kingdom, known as  Outremer  (the land 
beyond the sea),  consisted of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, 
the counties of Edessa and Tripol i ,  and the pri nc ipal ity 
of Antioc h .  Althoug h it l asted less than  a h u n d red years, 
m a ny churches were bu i lt dur ing that tim e .  The Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre was restored and the Mos lem 
Dome of the Rock i n  .1erusalem was converted for Ch ris­
tian use. The Moslems,  un ited under the Saracen warrior 
Sa lad in ,  eventual ly defeated the Crusaders on the 
p la in  of the Horns of Hatti n, between Tiberias and 
Nazareth, and retook Jerusa lem in  A .D .  1 1 87. 
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1 6TH CENTURY map af the Holy Land 

The Third Crusade ( 1 1  89- 1 1 92 )  was headed at fl rst 
by Frederick Barbarossa of the Holy Roman  Empi re .  H e  
drowned i n  a river before h e  reached the H o l y  La nd ,  
and  m a ny of  h i s  wel l-equipped troops turned back .  
R ichard the Lion-Hearted of  Eng land  a n d  Ph i l ip  Augustus 
of France went on .  They quarreled constantly, and Ph i l ip  
returned home.  Sa lad in  came out  from Jaffa to  h a lt the 
Crusader  a r m ies but  R ichard,  outn um bered 3 0  to one,  
fought  h i m  to a sta n dsti l l , a l though he  cou ld  not take 
Jerusa l e m .  The resu ltant truce, s igned i n  1 1 92 ,  stipu­
lated that  the Christians  woul d  hold a n arrow str ip  of  
the seacoast between Tyre and  Jaffa, but that Jerusa lem 
would  rem a i n  Mos lem . 

The subsequent Crusades (from 1 20 2  to 1 29 1 ) to 
rega in  Jerusa lem were led by the great C h risti a n  m i l i tary 
orders. such as the Tem plars and  the Teuton ic  Kn ights, 
and by such famous h istorica l  person a l it ies as  Pope 
I n n ocent IV,  St.  Louis ( louis  IX of France) ,  and the pr ince 
who was to become Edward I of  Eng l a n d .  H owever, a l l  
o f  these Crusades fa i led on t h e  whole.  
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ST.  A N N E, f o r m e r  C r u s a d e r  RUINS of Belvoi r, a Crusader 
church, near Beit-Guvrin castle in I srael 

Jer•Jsalem changed h ands severa l t imes,  a n d  was 
fina l ly seized in A .D .  1 2 5 8  by Sa lad in ' s  successors, the 
Egypt ian Mame lukes.  These were mercenaries, m ostly 
of Georg i a n  and Circassian orig i n ,  who reestabl i shed 
Mos lem ru le  over Palestine, contro l l i ng  it from Safad 
and Gaza. The Mamelukes lasted from 1 250  to 1 5 1 6  
when they were defeated by the Turkish Su ltan, Se l im I ,  
who captu red Jerusa lem.  For the next 400 years,  Pa les­
t ine was a Turkish province, governed from Constanti­
nople, the seat of the su ltanate which was to provid e  the 
country with the most ruinous ru le it  had ever known .  

Turk ish  aqueduct i n  Naharia, north of Ha i fa 



T H E  C R U S A D E S  

First Crusade ( 1  096- 1  099) led by Godfrey of Bou i l lon,  Raymond 
of Toulouse, Robert of F landers, and Robert of Normandy-resu lted 
i n  the conquest of Jerusalem and creation of the Lat i n  K ingdom.  

Second Crusade ( 1 1 47- 1 1 48) led by Conrad I l l  of Germany and  
Lou i s  V I I  of France-was organ ized i n  response to the fal l  of the  
pri nc ipa l ity of  Edessa and ended i n  fa i l ure. 

Third Crusade ( 1 1 89- 1 1 92) led by Richard I (the L ion-Hearted) of 
Eng land,  Ph i l i p  I I  of France, Frederick I (Barborossa) of Germany­
resulted in a truce with Salad in  and estab l i s hment of a second Lati n  
Kingdom . 

Fourth Crusade ( 1 20 1 - 1 204) known as the " Consta nt inople Crusade "  
-inspired by Pope I n nocent I l l  and  l e d  b y  P h i l i p  o f  Swabia,  Baldwin 
of F landers, a n d  Theobald  I l l  of Cha m pagne. Aimed at  the  conquest 
of Egypt, i t  ended with the Crusader conquest of Chr is t ian Constant i ­
nople i n  1 204. 

Children's Crusade ( 1 2 1 2) 20,000 ch i ldren led from Germany by 
a ch i ld  from Cologne, a n d  from France by a young  shepherd, got 
no farther than  Marse i l les and Genoa. I t s  ch i ld -troops e i ther  d ied 
en route or were k idnapped a n d  so ld i n to slavery. 

Fifth Crusade ( 1 2 1 7- 1 22 1 )  led by Andrew of Hungary and Leopold 
V I  of Austria fought in Palesti ne  and failed i n  its attem pted conquest 
of Egypt. 

Sixth Crusade ( 1 228 - 1 229) led by Frederick I I ,  Em peror of Ger­
m any, ach ieved (by n "gotiat ion,  not by fight ing )  the recovery of 
Jerusa lem_, in Moslem hands  s i nce 1 1 87, as well as Nazareth a n d  
Beth lehem.  The K i n g d o m  of Jerusa lem n o w  com prised western 
Gal i lee, the Bay of Haifa, the Sharon Plain, and the  Jerusa lem 
Corridor. I n  1 266, Jerusalem was  lost to Bai bars, the  future Mam e­
luke  Su ltan of Egypt. 

Seventh Crusade ( 1 248) led by St. Lou i s  of France against  Egypt, 
was routed. In 1 250, St. lou i s  reached Acre where he  rema i ned 
for four years, and  fortified Haifa, Caesarea, Jaffa, etc.  

I n  1 263, Ba i bars attacked and destroyed most of the Crusader 
strongholds i n  the Holy land. 

Eighth Crusade ( 1 270) St. Lou is  com manded a nother CrllSade (with 
the future Edward I of Eng la . od ). He  hoped to conquer Tun is ,  but 
died at Carthage.  In  1 27 1 ,  Pr ince Edward, the last of the Crusaders, 
led h i s  own, u n successful  Crusade to Acre. In 1 29 1 , Acre fel l  to 
Baibars' grandson and the k ingdom of Jerusalem came to an  end.  
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SULEIMAN TO NAPOLEON BONAPARTE I n  1 53 8  
Su le iman I (Se l im ' s  son) ,  rebui l t  t h e  wal ls which sti l l  en­
c lose Jerusalem today, repaired i ts  water supp ly, and 
org a n ized the land tenure system .  But with i n  a centu ry 
Turkish i n terest i n  the development  of Palesti ne  decl ined 
and Palesti ne ' s  t rade,  i ndustry, ag riculture, a n d  popula­
tion a l l  came to a virtua l  standsti l l .  

Turk ish overlords, or Pashas, beca me more or less 
i ndependent of the weak central Govern ment . The most 
famous of these was Ahmed el  Jazzar ( 1 775- 1 804) ,  
"The Butcher, " who fortified Acre and  defended it, 
with British he lp, against Bonaparte in 1 799.  After two 
months of fig ht ing,  Bonaparte, who had m arched into 
the Holy Land after h i s  conquest of Egypt, withdrew. 

In 1 8 3 1 ,  Turkish Palestine and Syria were invaded 
by the Egyptia ns, who rebel led against Turkish rule. The 
Egyptians  took over the rule i n  both countries for n ine  
years, u nt i l  they were driven out  i n  1 840 by the Euro­
pean a l l ies of the Turkish Sulta n .  

1 3th  o r  1 4th  century Mosque lamp, a n d  Ara b jewelry 



Zion i st "Shomr im,"  Jewish ormed watch men,  in 1 907 

THE RISE OF MODERN ISRAEL By the end of the  
1 9th century, a new factor appeared : the  Zionist  m ove­
ment, named for Zion, once the site of the Tem ple,  a n d  
a sym bol  o f  Juda is m .  

T h e  Jewish l i n k  with Pa lest ine h a d  remained u n ­
broken .  Here and  there, i n  t h e  o l d  Jewish quarters of 
Jerusa lem,  Safad, Tiberias,  and Hebron, a few thousa n d  
i m poverished artisans and  scholars devoted their  l ives 
to rel igious studies .  But in the 1 8 8 0 ' s  after increas ing 
persecution of the Jews in  Russ ia ,  the  fee l i ng  g rew 
among the Jews of Europe that a concrete solut ion m ust 
be found if the Jewish people were to survive. The 
Zionist movement formal ly  came into be ing i n  Switzer­
land  in  1 897. I t  d rafted p lans  for a mass return of the 
Jews to Pa lest ine and for  the creatio n  of a Jewish 
Home. The founder  of the World Zionist  Org a n izat ion,  
Dr .  Theodor Herz l ,  a Vie nnese journa l ist, had  visited 
Palest ine i n  1 896, and traveled throughout Europe to 
en l ist support for his p lan .  Degan iah ,  "The Cornflower, " 
founded in 1 909, was the first Jewish col lective sett le­
ment (kibbutz) . 
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THE BRITISH MANDATE I n  1 9 1  0 the fi rst h ouses of 
an all-Jewish city, Te l Aviv, rose on the sand d unes 
north of Jaffa. By 1 9 1 4, there were 47 Jewish agri­
cultural sett lements i n  Turkish Pa lesti ne, most of them 
on land owned by the Jewish Nationa l  Fund, purchased 
with contributions from Jews the world over .  Turkey 
entered World War I on the side of Germany.  In 1 9 1 7  
a Jewish m i l itary formation-the Jewish Leg ion (as part 
of the conquer ing British Army)-l a nded in Pa lestine.  
I n  Novem ber, 1 9 1 7, the Brit ish pub l ished the Ba lfour  
Declaration, which announced that  the Government  
viewed wi th  favor the estab l ishment i n  Palest ine of  a 
Nat ional  Home for the Jewish people .  I n  Decem ber, 
1 9 1 7, Brita in ' s  Field Mars�a l  Al lenby received the sur­
render of Jerusalem from the Turks.  

The League of Nations a l lotted the Mandate over 
Palesti ne to Great Britain in 1 920. The first British High 
Com m issioner, a Jew, was appointed i n  1 920. Arab 
leaders opposed the development of the Jewish State, 
but the Jews formed their own defense organization 
and developed an  independent, economic, and cul ­
tura l l ife. By the beginning of World War I I ,  the Jews 
in Israel numbered just under half a m i l l ion.  J ewish 
i m migration was officia l ly restr icted, but nevertheless con­
tin ued i l lega l ly throug h the 1 940's. 

MEMORIAL from the 1 948 I s ­
rael War  of  I n dependence wos 
made of the rusty carcasses of 
armored trucks destroyed dur ing  
fight ing  on  the road f rom the  
coast to  Jeruso lem.  



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE STATE I n  1 947, the 
last  of m a ny Br i t i sh  and  i nternationa l  com missions of  
i nqu iry recom mended the partition ing of Pa lestin e  i nto 
a Jewish and a n  Ara b State, a proposal which was 
accepted by the United N ations.  On May 1 5, 1 94 8 ,  
the Brit ish withdrew, a n d  t h e  state o f  Israel  w a s  pro­
c la imed . David Ben Gurion was the fi rst Prime Min ister .  
The War of I ndependence, punctuated by truces, lasted 
unti l  the m i d d le of 1 949, when arm istices were s igned,  
and  Israe l ' s  frontiers de l i neated.  But peace was not  
d ec lared . About a th ird of the Arab population e lected 
to stay i n  Israel ,  the rest fled to the su rround ing  Arab 
countries ( m ost of them to Jordan ) .  Border inc idents 
m u lt ip l ied.  I n  October, 1 956,  the Israel i  Army advanced 
towards the Suez Canal .  With their  withdrawal in  
March, 1 957, a Un ited N ations Emergency Force took 
over the patrol i n g  of the Israel-Egypt border .  I n  J u ne, 
1 967, fol lowing the withd rawa l of UN EF, a brief war 
broke out between I s rae l  a n d  the su rround ing  Ara b 
countries, resu l t ing in the m i l itary d efeat of the l atter.  

Today Israel  is a par l ia mentary repub l ic  whose Presi ­
dent  is  e lected for  five years. legis lative power is  vested 
in the Knesset, a c h a m ber of 1 20 members e lected by 
u n iversa l  suffrage.  The Cabinet, headed by the Pri m e  
Min ister, i s  respons ib le to t h e  Knesset. 

KNESSET, or assem bly, bu i ld ing  
is i n  Jerusa lem .  Assem bly i s  
named after Haknessef Hagdola, 
1 20-man lawg iv ing body of Jews 
dur ing  the Pers ian ru le  of Israel 
which started i n  550 B.C. 



M O D E RN I S R A E L  

THE PEOPLE One of the first laws passed by the 
Knesset when the State of Israel was proc la imed gave 
a l l  J ews the r ight  to settle in Israel .  With i n  th ree years 
the Jewish population of 655,000 was doubled . In the 
first ten years of Israe l ' s  existence, a m i l l ion  Jews im­
mig rated i nto it  from a l l  over the  world, m ost of  them 
with no fina nc ia l  means .  World Jewry raised the enor­
mous funds requ i red to finance the i m m ig ration and 
sett le the newcomers on the land .  Air l ifts were or­
gan ized to transport them;  "Operation Magic Ca rpet" 
flew i n  a l l  the 50,000 Jews of Yem en, i n  southern 
Ara bia,  and " Operation Al i  Saba" brought  i n  the Jews 
of Iraq. At first, the newcomers l ived i n  ma kesh ift ca mps.  
later, they were g iven permanent homes.  Some went to 
the big cit ies, but  most were sett led i n  new towns 
i n  the Gal i lee and  the Negev, where they could 
work either i n  agricu lture or l ight  industry. One of the 
most advanced of these areas is  lach ish ,  the s i te of a 
former Canaan ite city destroyed by Joshua i n  the 1 3th 
century B.C.  Specia l courses, u/panim, were set u p  to 
teach Hebrew to tens of thousands of adu l ts .  

Druse festivit ies and  do nees Israel i I ndependence Day 



THE HEBREW 

LANGUAGE 

After the 6th century B .C . ,  
Hebrew (a  language close­
ly related to Canaan ite 
and  Phoenic ian )  ceased to 
be the major  la nguage of 
the Jews, a n d  Ara ma ic, a n  
ancient Sem itic lang uage, 
took its p lace.  Hebrew was 
reserved for prayer and  
s t u d y, a n d  o n ly s o m e  
7,000 words were i n  use.  
I n  1 8 8 1 ,  a Russia n  Jewish 
journ a l ist, E l iezer Ben Ye­
huda,  sett led in Pale�t ine, 
and compi led a d ict ionary 
which l i sted thousands of 
o ld words and  hundreds 
of new ones, which h e  
formed m a i n ly from an­
c i e n t  H e b re w  root s . I n  
1 9 20,  Hebrew, with Arabic  
and  Eng l ish ,  became one 
of the country' s  th ree offi­
c ia l  languages.  Hebrew 
and  Ara bic are the officia l  
languages of I s rae l  today, 
and Eng l i sh  i s  taught  i n  
school .  The development  
of Hebrew, which now has  
over 50,000 words, is  en­
t r u s t e d  to the H e b rew 
La nguage Academy. 

AlPHABET NAME TRANS· NUMBER l i TERATION 
X ALEF - 1 

:1 BET B or V  2 

J G I MEL G 3 

1 DALET D 4 

n HAY H 5 

, VAV v 6 

t ZAY I N  z 7 

n KHET Kh  8 

� TET T 9 

� YOD I o r Y 1 0  

1 J KAF Kh 20 

? LAM ED L 30 

tl � MEM M 40 

1 .J N U N  N 50 

D SAM EKH s 60 

li A Y I N  - 70 

1 /:"j  El PAY P or F 80 

r �  TSADE Ts 90 

p K U F  Q or K  1 00 

l RESH R 200 

tv SH I N  S h  o r  S 300 

n TAV T or Th 400 

HEBREW ALPHABET Language 
is  written from r ight  to l eft. Let­
ters are shown with the i r  n a m e, 
spe l led in Eng l i sh  a n d  trans­
l i terated. Letters may a l so rep­
r e s e n t  n u m b e r s .  V o w e l s  a r e  
ei ther o m itted, o r  represented 
by special s igns .  
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1 .  I m m igrant from Cochin Ind ia 

2. Yemen ite Jew 

3. Copt 

4. Jewish woman from I raq 

5.  Yemenite i m m igrants 

6. I s rael i  wom e n  i n  the  ormy 



7. Moroccan i m m igrant 

8. Kibbutzn ik  in  E in  Ged i 

9. Kibbutz g ir l  on annua l  march 

1 0. Old Bedou in  woman 

1 1 . Bedou i n  shepherdess spins 
wool. 

1 2. Ara b  shepherd 



SIX-POINTED STAR OF DAVID 
has been a sym bol of Judaism 
s ince  the Middle Ages.  Above, 
in Caperna u m  

MENORAH i s  t h e  lamp which 
l i t  the  a l tar af the Tem ple. I t  
i s  represented i n  the des ign af 
the I srael State sea l .  

JUDAISM i s  the world ' s  o ldest m onotheistic fa ith . It 
i s  a fa ith without sa ints, without a h ierarchy, and with­
out m iss ionaries .  It is  not proselytiz ing : i t  d oes not try 
to m a ke converts. Juda ism today has n o  central p lace 
of worsh ip  a l though in  ancient  t imes th is  was the function 
of the Tem ple .  The synagogue is  a house of both prayer 
and of study; rabbis are teachers and leaders of the 
cong regation but not regarded as  more h oly than their  
flock .  

N ine-tenths o f  Israel ' s  two and  a ha lf m i l l ion people 
are J ewish .  For the most part, I s rael ' s  J ews a re neither 
more nor less rel ig ious than Jews e lsewhere, but  the 
trad it ions of J u d aism,  particu lar ly of i ts  holy d ays and 
festiva ls, a re i mprinted on the everyday l ife of the  
country. Rabbin ica l  courts h ave kept, s ince the t ime of 
the Turks, sole jur isd iction in Jewish m a rr iage a n d  d i­
vorce a n d  in certa i n  other m atters . Trad it iona l ly, a Jew 
is  a person whose mother was a J ew. 
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CHIEF RABBINATE is in Jeru- CHAGALL'S sta i ned g lass win-
salem. Rabb in ical  courts have daws i n  Hadassah Hospital sym -
jurisd ictian i n  certain personal  balize the Tribes af I srael. Here, 
m atters. Naphta l i  

For a l l  Jews, the Sabbath sta rts on  Fr iday even ing ,  
ends  on  S aturday at  sundown, and  is  the offic ia l  day of 
rest. There is  a l most no publ ic  transportation on the  
Sabbath;  shops, governm ent  offices, pub l ic  institutions,  
and theatres are c losed . Because many of Israe l ' s  Jews 
are orthodox, the state educationa l  system encom passes 
both secu lar  and rel igious schools where ch i ld ren  a re 
taught  the  h istory, geogra phy, and  language of the i r  
land,  as  wel l  as  other  subjects. 

Jewish ritual d ietary laws ( kashrut) a re enforced in 
the army, in all hospitals,  on  Israel i  sh ips and a i rcraft, 
and in m ost large hotels.  Two d ist inctive features of 
Israe l ' s  sp i ritua l  landscape are the re l ig ious col lective 
sett lements which farm their  land  accord i n g  to Jewish 
laws (among them the sabbatica l  year, d ur ing wh ich  
fie lds  a re a l lowed to rest) and  the specifica l ly rel ig ious 
pol i t ica l  parties represented in  the Knesset. I srael  has  
over 4,000 synagogues.  
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Bukharan Jews celebrate Pass­
over. 

Scribe capies Tarah. 

THE TORAH (or law) i s  summarized i n  the F ive Books  of 
Moses (Genesis,  Exodus, leviticus, N u m bers, Deuteron­
omy) and sti l l  serves as  the basis of J ewish re l ig ious law. 
Although  h u n d reds of rules and regu lat ions (dea l ing 
wi th  the org a n ization of  a Jewish society, wi th  eco­
nom ics, a gricu lture, etc.,  as wel l  as  with basic eth ics) 
a re conta i n ed in  the Torah ,  the basic credo of Juda ism 
is  set  down i n  the Book of  Deuteronomy, where i t  i s  
written : " Hear  0 I s rae l ,  the lord our  God,  the lord is  
One . "  The Ten Com m a n d ments are fo l lowed by the 
laws that  he lp  carry them out.  

Rab bis of ant iquity knew the Torah by heart a n d  
bel ieved t h a t  a l l  aspects o f  h u m a n  behavior could be 
gu ided by its i nterpretation .  As t ime passed, the sages 
had to memorize not on ly the Torah but a m a ss ive body 
of com mentaries and rul ings.  With the d ispersion of 
the Jews ( D iaspora) these were written down and are 
known as the Ta l m ud .  

Sabbath i n  Hebrew means rest. J ews are enjo ined to 
keep the seventh day completely free of work, g iven to 
study and contem plat ion .  Specia l  prayers a n d  cha nts, as 
wel l  as spec ia l  foods, a re part of the celebration . 
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Eat ing  m atzot, u n l eavened bread Purim spring carnival  

CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS The most widely prac­
ticed of the J ewish custom s  are those which  mark the 
stages of  m a n 's l ife . The Brith Milah, circumcis ion of  
Jewish  boys on  the eighth day after b irth,  symbol izes 
the everlast ing covenant  between God and the Jews . 
The Bar-Mitzvah, a boy's 1 3th birthday, m a kes h i m  a 
fu l l  m e m ber of h i s  com m u n ity. For the fi rst tim e, h e  is  
perm itted to wear tefillin at h i s  morning prayers . These 
are two leather boxes contain ing port ions of the Torah,  
which are worn on  the left arm and forehead.  Observa nt  
Jews over 1 3  wear a tallith, or fri nged prayer shawl ,  in  
synagogue.  They wear a sku l lcap or a hat  at  a l l  t imes, 
from ch i ldh ood on,  to rem ind them that God is  a bove 
them . Rel ig ious women cover their  ha ir. 

Weddings  ta ke place u n der a canopy. The marriage 
contract is rea d .  The r ing must be p la in  and without 
stones.  At the end of the ceremony, the g room breaks a 
g lass in memory of the destruction of the Temple .  

Jewish  women are entrusted with  the task of m a i n ­
tain ing  the customs perta in ing to  the household­
ch iefly, upho ld ing  the d ietary rules of kashrut; for 
instance, meat and  d a iry d ishes m ust be kept separate. 
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ARABS In addition to nearly three million Jews living 
in some 70 cities and towns and in 750 villages, there are 
about 300,000 Arabs in Israel, who live in Jerusalem, in 
over l 00 towns and villages, mainly in Galilee, and culti­
vate their own land. Over a million Arabs reside in the 
territories administered by Israel since the summer of 1 967. 

Most of the Arabs are Moslems. Islam, meaning sub­
mission (to God's will) is the youngest of the three great 
monotheistic religions, and has 300 million faithful. 
The first year of the Moslem calendar is A.D. 622, the 
year of Hegira, the flight of Mohammed from Mecca 
after he denounced Arab idolatry. Moslems accept both 
the Old and the New Testaments, revere Biblical 
prophets and Jesus. But Mohammed is first among 
the prophets, and his words constitute the Koran. 

In Israel, Arabic is an official language, appearing 
together with Hebrew on coins, stamps, bank notes, and 
in official publications. The language of instruction i n  
Arab schoob i n  Israel is Arabic, with Hebrew taught as a 
second language. Moslem religious courts have jurisdiction 
in matters of personal status for Moslems (marriage, di­
vorce, etc.). Israel has nearly 200 mosques. 

EI-Jazzar Masque i n  Acre 

Leading Minorities 
Moslem 
Druse 
Greek Catho l ic  
Greek Orthodox 
Rom a n  Cathol i c  
Maronite 
Protestant 
Monophysite 

(Arm en ian ,  
Gregorian,  Coptic) 

Boho i  

In Israel 
202,000 

28 ,000 
22,000 
1 6,500 
1 0,000 

2,800 
2,000 
1 ,500 

1 50 



MI NORITIES Among the la rgest Arab minorities i n  
t he  Ho ly  lan d  a re the  Druse, a Mos lem com m unity which 
b roke away from I s lam in  the 1 1 th century. They bel ieve 
in the divi n ity of Khalif Hakim (996- 1 020) and are 
named after his a post le, I smai l  Darazi, who left Egypt 
to spread h is secret re l igion through Syria . Most of the 
Druse l ive i n  the north of  I s rae l ,  in  Syria, a n d  i n  lebanon.  

The Ci rcassians  are a Moslem group, whose ancestors 
came from the Russia n  Caucasus in the 1 9th century. 
There a re some 1 2 ,000 in I srael and Jordan .  

The Baha i  sect, estab l ished by Al i  Nuri Baha A l lah ,  
exi led to  A- :re by the  Su ltan i n  1 868, e m p hasize such  
pr inc ip les as char ity, h u m i l ity, and love of  one's neigh­
bor. Bahaism has  more than a m i l l ion fol l owers in  the  
U .S. ,  Canada, Japan,  and I ndia, but  on ly a few h u ndred 
in the Holy land. The Bahai  temp le  on Mount Carmel,  
bur ia l  p lace of Ba ha A l lah ,  is the center of Bahaism.  

The Karaites accept on ly  the l i tera l law of the Bib le .  
Most of them l ive near Ramla.  The Sam a ritans  are a n  
a ncient sect who recogn ize on ly the fi rst five books of 
the Old Testam ent and Joshua. Some l ive nea r Tel Aviv; 
others in Nablus, the B ib l ica l  Shechem. 

Druse leaders Bahai  te m p l e  i n  Haifa 



Pope Paul  VI in Ha l l  of Lost Benedictine monk on Mount  Zion 
Supper 

CHRISTIANS The Ch rist ian com m u n ity i n Jordan  a n d  
Israel  exceeds 200,000 with about 55,000 o f  t h e m  
l iv ing in  Israel .  Most o f  t h e  Ch rist ians a re Arabs whose 
a ncestors were converted during the Crusades. The rest 
a re ch iefly of European orig i n ,  mem bers of re l ig ious 
or.ders i n  charge of ho ly s ites,  hospices, and schools .  
There a re a lso a num ber of  i nterest ing but l itt le known 
ancient  Christ ian m inorit ies.  The ma in  C h ristian  denom­
i n at ions are the Cathol ic, Orthod ox, Monophysite, and  
the Protestant .  

Among the Cathol ics, the m ajority are Greek Cathol ic 
who are subject to the a uthority of the Patr iarch of 
Ant ioch and of al l  the Orient,  who res ides either in 
Damascus or i n  Ca iro. Services a re cond ucted ch iefly 
in Arabic .  The Maron ites, or Syrian  Cathol ics  (from Jean  
Maron, founder of  the  church in  the  7th  century), h ave 
been un ited with Rome s ince the Crusades.  Their  
Patriarch i n  Lebanon receives Papal  confirmation . 
Roman Cathol ic  monks and nuns  are headed by the Lati n 
Patria rch in the Old City of Jerusa lem . Fra nciscans h ave 
custody of most of the Ch ristian  holy sites. 
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Coptic serv i ce i n  Jerusalem Russian Orthodox service 

The Eastern Orthodox C h urch, i nd ependent  of Rome, 
has four  patr iarchates : Constantinople, Jerusa lem,  An­
t ioch, and Alexandr ia .  There are several  Greek a n d  
Russ ian  Orthodox churches or monasteries on  s o m e  of 
the m ost i mporta nt holy sites.  

The Monophysites d iffer from Cathol ic  and Orthodox 
churches i n  that they recog nize on ly one nature of 
Jesus,  whi le  the Ecumenica l  Counci l  of Chalcedon ia  
· (45 1 )  had defined two c losely l i nked but d ist inct na­
tures, one human,  one d ivine .  The Monophysites even­
tual ly sp l i t  i nto th ree churches, which h ave a few thou­
sand mem bers i n  the Holy La n d : The Armenian C h u rch,  
whose Patriarch or Catholicos res ides i n  Turkey; the 
Jacobite church,  whose mem bers a re ch iefly i n  Syr ia 
and I raq with a Patr iarch i n  Antioch ;  a n d  the Copt ic  
Church ,  which is  under  the Patriarch of Alexandr ia who 
a lso has  authority over the Monophysite Church  of 
Abyss in ia  (Eth iopia ) .  

There a r e  about 2 ,000 Protestants i n  Israel ,  a n d  
there a re various types o f  Protesta nt churches through­
out the Holy Land . 
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Oi l  tanker in Ei lat Marble quarry near Acre 

THE ECONOMY From the economic point  of view, 
Israel is physical ly poor. It has neither water power, 
coal ,  nor natural  forests; only a l ittle proven gas and  
o i l ,  few m i n erals,  and  l im ited farm lands .  I t s  ma in  
assets a re the fert i le so i l  on wh ich i t s  oranges are 
g rown, and the potash and other deposits of the South . 

But h istory has  brought about a rapid expans ion  of 
the country's  economy. Over a m i l l ion i m m igra nts have 
had to be fed,  housed, and clothed, and a g reat effort 
has been made to ach ieve economic se lf-sufficiency. 
Contr ibut ions from Jewish com m u n ities a b road, loans  
from foreign  governments, and  reparations from Ger­
m a ny h ave he lped to cover the deficit in the ba lance 
of trade .  Exports have g reatly i ncreased . Among the 
main prod ucts sold abroad are phosphates, potash ,  
i ndustria l  d iamonds, c itrus fruits, texti les,  bananas,  p ly­
wood, p lastics, and  eggs .  Transport is  a major part 
of the cou ntry 's  economy. The merchant fl eet has more 
than 90 ocea n-going vesse ls .  The El AI Israel  Air l ines 
carry over ha lf of a l l  a i r  passengers to and from Israe l .  
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National Water Carrier from the Sea of Gal i lee to the Negev Desert 

By dra in ing  swam ps, a nchoring sand dunes with 
specia l  vegetation, improving the soi l ,  combating ero­
sion, and f inding new sources of water, Israel has cu l ­
tivated over a m i l l ion acres of  land,  wi th  a l m ost a th i rd  
of  th is a rea irr igated. The most i mportant water project 
is the Nationa l  Water Carrier, which bri ngs water from 
the Sea of Ga l i lee to the Negev. There are desa l ination 
plants in  Beersheba, at Ei lat and on the Mediterranea n .  

Among t h e  n e w  industria l  crops introduced i n  I srael ,  
the m ost successful are cotton, peanuts, and sugar beets . 
More than three-quarters of the country ' s  food is now 
loca l ly g rown . Oi l  wel ls  provide about a tenth of the 
country ' s  o i l  needs.  I m ported oi l  is  p iped from Ei lat  
to refin eries i n  Ha ifa. There are i m portant  cement  works,  
notably at  Ram l a .  The economy is  a m ixture of private, 
state-owned,  and cooperative enterprises . The Histadrut, 
I srae l ' s  General  Federation of Labor, is at the s a m e  
t ime a federation o f  trade un ions a n d  o f  soc ia l  welfare 
associat ions,  an educationa l  agency, and an owner of, 
or partner in, m a ny econo m ic enterprises . 
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Pastora l scene near MI. Tabor Truck ing  oranges to Ha i fa 

AGRICULTURE h as l a rgely become m odern ized . la nd 
recla m ation has  taken  three m a i n  forms : dra in ing  
swam ps, terrac ing ,  a n d  so i l  conservation i n  the Negev 
a n d  on the c reeping coasta l dunes.  Dra inage of the 
last and la rgest swa m p  a rea, the Huleh Val ley, was com­
p leted i n  1 95 8 ;  1 5 ,000 acres of land were redeemed.  
The  lower ing of  the  g round water table has  i m proved 
the qua l i ty of another  1 5 ,000 a cres in the va l ley, a n d  
perm itted g o o d  c rops o f  cotton ,  c o r n ,  wheat, pean uts, 
a n d  flower bu lbs .  Nearly 1 00,000 acres of h i l ly tracts, 
ch iefly in the Upper Ga l i lee a n d  the Judean H i l ls ,  h ave 
been rec la imed by blast ing out the rocks, g atherin g  
t h e  stones, a n d  terrac ing . I n  t h e  Negev, contour p low­
ing, c los ing deep g u l l ies, and p lant ing s helter be lts 
h ave pushed back the desert for m ore tha n  forty m i les .  

The cu l tivation and export of flowers has  become a n  
im portant  i n dustry, uti l i z ing Israe l ' s  a b u n d a n t  sun l ight  
and m i l d  w inters.  Between December  a n d  Apri l ,  hun­
dreds of thousands  of  flowers a re flown to Europe.  Tu l ip  
bu lbs ,  g rown under  I s ra e l 's favorable cond itions, a re 
transp lanted to b loom i n  Hol l a n d .  
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Agave is g rown for its fi bers.  Arab farmer us ing tractor 

CITRUS i s  I srae l ' s  most i m portant  a g r icu l tura l  crop.  
About three quarters of the c i t rus  y ie ld is  exported, 
m a i n ly to Europe. Groves cover a n  a rea of over 1 00,000 
acres throughout  the country, except i n  the  h i l ly regions 
and  i n  the deep Negev, where there a re o n ly a few 
experimenta l  citrus farms.  

The sweet ora n g e  (ca l l ed the " go lden  apple" in  
Hebrew) is modern Israe l 's  most  popu lar  fruit .  The 
Shamouti orange,  n ative of Pdlest ine,  proba b ly takes 
i ts name from the Arabic word for a barre l -shaped o i l  
l a m p, w h i c h  the fruit  resembles .  I srael  i s  the wor ld ' s  
second l a rg est producer o f  g rapefrui t .  T h e  lemon,  the 
sour orange,  a n d  the l i m e  were a l ready fou n d  i n  Pa les­
tine at the time of the Crusades. But the var iety c h iefly 
grown i n  Israel is the Eureka lemon,  fi rst deve loped in 
Ca l ifornia from S ic i l ian  seeds, or ig i n at ing  from the 
H i m a l ayas.  The C lement ine tanger ine is  a lso g rown ( it  
was d eve loped in Alger ia  by a Trappist m o n k, a 
Brother C lement) . The shaddock (or p u m melo ) ,  the  
la rgest of a l l  citrus fruit, i s  sometimes as m uch  as  1 0 
i nches in d i a m eter; I srael is  ca l l  it the Gol iath . 
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Kibbutz school c h i ldren  K ibbutz-g rown fl owers 

THE KI BBUTZ, in Hebrew, means  " g roup . "  But dur ing 
the past 50 years, the word has  acqu i red a specia l  
m e a n i n g .  I srae l ' s  230 kibbutzim, or vo luntary co l lective 
sett lements, together  with a networ k  of farm ing  v i l ­
lages (moshavim), form the  backbone of the  country 's  
ag r icu l ture .  They h ave made a stri k ing contr ibut ion to 
I srae l ' s  development .  The  fi rst kibbutzim were estab­
l ished at  the turn of the century to rec la im  and g uard 
the  l a n d ,  i n  the  form of  sma l l  p ioneer ing com m u nit ies 
based on fu l l  economic equa l ity and ded icated to 
m a n u a l  l a bor  and work ing the soi l .  

T h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  kibbutzim i s  owned b y  t h e  J ewish 
Natio n a l  Fund .  A central  org a n izat ion provides the  i n i­
t ia l  too ls,  l i vestock, seeds,  a n d  bu i ld i ng  m ater ia ls  for 
n ew sett lements .  No kibbutz m e m ber i s  paid for work­
ing ,  but receives hous ing,  c loth ing,  med ica l  services, 
books, poc ket-money, and food in  a com m u n a l  d i n i n g  
h a l l  wh ich  is a l so the  soc ia l  center .  C h i l d re n  attend  
kibbutz schools .  The sta n d a rd of  l iv ing var ies with the  
financ ia l  state of the  kibbutzim, some of  wh ich  own 
thr iv ing factories o r  fish ing  fleets. Many of them h ave 
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A n i m a l  earner in k ibbutz Nahal soldier an patrol 

g uest houses for tou rists, and some even h ave hote l s .  
The Moshav Ovdim (workers' cooperative vi l lage)  i s  

another  system of  g roup l iv ing  un ique  to I s rae l .  I t  i s  
:nore popu lar  nowadays than the kibbutz among new 
i m m i g ra nts because moshav mem bers l ive with their  
own fa mi l ies, in  their  own houses, and  work their  own 
l a n d .  Heavy farm equ ipment is  shared and the produce 
is m arketed col lectively.  

The Nahal (trom the Hebrew i nitia l s  for "Pioneer 
F ighting Youth") is yet another system, combin ing m i l i ­
tary service with agricu l tura l  work.  I t  is operated by a 
specia l section of the I srael Defense Force ( into wh ich  
both women and  men a re conscri pted ) i n  the most  dan­
gerous  parts of  Israe l .  At  1 8, a l l  I s rae l i s  are drafted for 
two to three years. Those who opt for Nahal spend the 
first few months in intensive m i l itary tra in ing  as  a g roup,  
then a few months i n  a n  esta b l ished kibbutz. F ina l ly, a n d  
sti l l  together, t h e  groups j o i n  a frontier sett lement, 
chiefly i n  mountainous or desert a reas sti l l  too exposed 
for civi l ians .  After their service, many Nahal youngsters 
rema in  on the frontiers to form new kibbutzim. 
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MANDELBAUM GATE was the rael i  and  Jord a n i a n  sectors of Je-

fa mous crossi ng  point  between I s- rusa lem.  I t  has now bee n removed . 

C I T I E S A N D  S I T E S  

JERUSALEM I n h a bited s ince the beg i n n i n g  of the 
Old Stone Age,  a n d  occupied 3,000 years ago by K ing 
David whose fortress capital  it became,  Jerusa l e m  
perches 2 ,500 feet above the sea i n  t h e  bare J udean 
h i l l s .  I t s  Canaan ite name was Yerusha layi m,  a n d  it  i s  
ca l led E l  Quds-th e  ho ly-in Ara bic .  Always a ci ty of 
contention, coveted,  bes ieged,  and  often conq uered, 
Jerusa lem was d ivided u nt i l  J u ne, 1 967. 

Sacred to th ree faiths, Jerusa lem is  the cap ital  of 
IsraeL The modern Israel i  c ity (pop.  200,000) was bu i l t  
i n  the last h u n d red years a n d  l ies west of the O ld  C ity 
(pop. 1 00,000) .  Scores of churches, synagogues, and  
mosques attest to  Jerusa lem 's  un ique  spir i tu a l  character. 

JERUSALEM O n  the apposite 
page, the c i ty in the 1 5th cen­
tury, from a n  i l l u m i nated manu­
script. I n  the  foreg round,  a n  
abandoned cast le, probably Ath-

l i t. Then, Ra m l a  with i ts  m i na­
rets .  I n  the  wa l led c ity, Dome  of 
the Roc k,  and Holy Sepu lchre 
(with open-top dome). Top l eft, 
Mount  of Ol ives.  
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JERUSALEM, N ew City, seen from the sout h .  

BENEDICTIN E  monastery of t h e  
Darmition where, a ccord i n g  to 

C h risti a n  trad itio n ,  t h e  Virgin  
Ma ry fe l l  inta ete rnal  sleep .  



MOUNT ZION, at r ig ht, with 
the rotu nda of the Mo nastery of 
the Darmit ian,  built at the begi n­
ning of the century o n  g ro u n d  
g i v e n  to t h e  Germ a n  K a i s e r  b y  
the Turk ish  Su l ta n .  At left, the o l d  
wind m i l l  of Yem i n  Moshe Monte­
fiore, the o ldest Jewish sett lement  
outsid e the c i ty  wal l s .  

COENACULUM, i n  the top sto ry 
of the b u i l d i n g  o n  Mt. Z ion which  
i s  sa id  to co nta i n  the tom b  of  
David,  is  the H a l l  of  the la st Sup-

per  where Jesus  a nd the D i sci p les  
celebrated t h e  first n i g h t  of t h e  
Passove r a nd i nstituted the rite o f  
the Eucha rist. 



E IN KAREM, just  west of Jeru­
salem, i s  a pretty h a m let where, 
accord ing  to trad it ion,  St. John  
the Baptist was  born  to the H ig h  
Priest Zacharias and  h i s  wife 
E l izabeth. A prophet i n  the tra­
d it ion of E l i jah , John preached 

MONASTERY OF THE CROSS 
belongs  to the Greek Orthodox 
Church .  The legend is  that the 
tree from which the cross was 
fashioned for the crucifixion of 
Jesus grew here. In the Middle 
Ages,  the monastery was owned 
by Georg ians from Southern 
Russ ia.  

and l ived i n  the desert  near the 
Dead Sea, ate locusts a n d  wi ld 
honey, and wore a garment  of 
rough ca m e l 's ha i r. Ein Karem 
means the  Spr ing of the Vine­
yard. The Church  of St .  John,  
a bove r ight ,  is  Russ ian Orthodox. 

RUSSIAN CATHEDRAL, in the 
Russian Com pound which once 
housed the Russian p i lgr ims  to 
the Holy land, stands where the  
Assyr ians  cam ped when they lay 
s iege to Jerusa lem i n  700 B .C .  
O n  the same s ite the Romans  
prepared for  the  assau l t  o n  the 
c i ty i n  A.D. 70. 



SANHEDRIA is the bur ia l  p lace 
of the Sanhedr in ,  the supreme 
court  of I srae l  in  anc ient t imes, 
whose 72 m e m bers sat i n  judg­
ment  i n  the  Tem p l e  area .  At  
r ight  i s  one of the entrances to  
the necropo l i s .  Be low are the 
tombs cut i n  the rack .  

Another a n cient s ite i n  the New C ity is  Herod ' s  
fami ly  tom b, near the K i n g  David Hotel ,  a mauso leum 
of  huge  stone b locks ,  c losed by a stone door whose 
hinges are a lso cut from stone.  Herod ' s  own tom b  i s  
nea r Beth l e h e m .  A mon u m ent of  the Herod ian  period 
was d iscovered in  the center of the Russ ian compound 
bu i l t  by Tsa rist Russ ia  i n  the center of  N ew Jerusa lem : 
it is a huge broken col u m n ,  bel ieved to be one of the 
col u m ns for  the Herod ian tem p le which was destroyed 
by the sold iers of Titus i n  A .D .  70. 



JERUSALEM 

H E B R E W  U N I V E R S I T Y  w a s  
founded i n  1 925 an Mount Sco­
pus. A new campus  has been 
bu i l t  s i nce 1 948 in new Jerusa­
lem , with the help of the 
Friends  of the H ebrew U n iversity 
i n  U.S. ,  Canada, Great Brita i n ,  
and e lsewh ere. C a m p u s  fac i l i t ies 
i n c lude  a hostel far more than 
1 ,500 students,  sports field,  a 
gym nas ium,  ten n i s  courts, a n d  
a students '  center.  

UNIVERSITY has  a n  enrol l m e n t  
af about 1 2,000 f r o m  a l l  conti­
nents .  I srae l i  s tudents, both boys 
and g i r ls, serve in the Army be­
tween h igh  school and u n iver­
s i ty. The Med ica l  School has  
been set  u p  by Hadassah ;  the 
Wo r l d  H e a l t h  O rg a n i z a t i o n  
h e l p ed or g a n i z e  c o u r s e s  f o r  
students from t h e  developing 
cou ntries. In  t he  floor of the  
Admin i stration bu i ld ing, a beau­
t i fu l  1 5th century mosaic found 
i n  the Va l ley of Jezreel has 
been set .  The U n i versity offers 
degrees i n  h u m a n ities, Jewish,  
Africa n ,  and Asian studies,  l i fe 
sciences, physics, m athem atics,  
law, and  medic ine .  

JERUSALEM with i t s  coo l  moun­
ta in  weather  i s  k nown as  a 
p l e a s a n t  s u m m e r  r e s o r t .  T h e  
c i ty's p lann ing  department  has  
decreed that  a l l  new bu i ld ings  
shou ld be bu i l t  or faced with 
p i n k-gold Jerusalem sandstone,  
a n d  the m odern c ity has  a 
handsome beauty a n d  d i g n ity af 
its own. Here, the wel l-kept  
Jerusalem Mun icipal  Park. 



THE NEW AND THE OLD 

Y AD VASHEM i s  the National 
Mon u ment  to the  s ix m i l l ion Jews 
of Europe ki l led by the Nazis 
during World War I I .  Literally, 
i t  means " hand  and name";  
fi g u ra t i v e l y , " m o n u m e n t  a n d  
memoria l ."  The square bu i ld ing  
of uncut  bou lders conta ins  an  
eternal  flame,  arch ives, an exhi­
bit ion ha l l ,  a n d  a record of a l l  
known names  of those  who were 
k i l led .  

MEA SHEARIM i s  the old q uar­
ter of the c i ty, estab l i shed i n  
1 875, where Orthodox East Euro­
pean Jews have preserved the 
customs  of the ir  g h ettos a broad.  
They speak Yiddish ,  bel ieving 
that Hebrew should be reserved 
for prayers and sacred read ing .  
One sma l l  group of u ltra-ortho­
dox Jews cal l s  itself "Guardians  
of  the Ci ty"  a n d  even refuses to 
recog n ize the a uthority of the 
state. The cobbled lanes, dark 
synagog ues, a n d  sma l l  houses 
seem to be of another century, 
Dr iv ing a car in the old q uarter 
on Saturday is  not reco m m end­
ed, as it  i s  considered to be a 
desecration of the  Sabbath. 

MARKET PLACE i n  the old 
quarter i s  freq uented ch iefly by 
str ict ly observant  Russian and 
Pol i sh  Jews. Men wear beards 
and side curls because the B ib le  
forbids  shaving,  and  d ress i n  
b l a c k  coats and fur  h a t s  on Sab­
bath and holy days. Their way 
of life i s  devoted to study and 
prayer, and  many v iew modern 
I s rael i s  and tourists with scorn. 



VIEW OF OLD CITY from Notre 
Da m e  Monastery terrace. 1 ) 
Mou nt  Scopus o n d  the old He-

brew U n iversity c a m p u s ;  2 )  Jer­
i cho rood outs ide of t h e  wal ls ;  
3) t h e  Damascus Gate ; 4 )  

J E R U S A L E M - T H E  O L D  C I T Y  

H istory is  nowhere crammed into so sma l l  an  a rea as in  
the wal led Old  City of  Jerusa lem .  With i n  th is c n e  square 
m i l e, Abra h a m  offered Isaac to the lord, David re igned 
and  Solomon bu i l t  the Te mple,  Jesus preached a n d  was 
sentenced to d ie  on the cross, and  Moh ammed is  be­
l ieved to h ave ascended to heaven .  

Egyptian  h ieroglyphics  dated t o  2000- 1 900 B . C .  
mention t h e  name o f  a town which w a s  i nterpreted a s  
Urusa l i m ,  a n a m e  which  rea ppea rs i n  1 4th century B .C .  
i n  d ip lomatic a rch ives of  Amen-hotep IV . The name 
Urusa l i m  may orig inate from the same root as the Arabic  
Sa lam (the Hebrew Shalom) ,  "peace be with you . "  

Jerusa l e m  was o n e  of t h e  last cit ies t o  b e  conquered 
by the I s rae l ites . It i s  a stro ng point  where the  native 
Jebusites, probably supported by the Ph i l ist i n e  sea­
people,  res i sted unt i l  about 1 000 B . C .  The city was 
taken by stratagem,  when some of Davi d ' s  sold ie rs 
entered it through a water tunne l .  
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A u g u sta V i ctor ia H o s p i .ce;  5 }  
Mo u n t  of O l ives;  6 }  Garden of 
Gethse m a n e ;  7} Pater Noster 

C h u r c h ;  8 }  Dame of the Rac k .  
T h e  Holy  Sepu l c h re a n d  Calvary 
are outs ide of t h e  p i cture.  

Strategical ly situated between lands conquered by 
the tribes, Jerusalem became the cap ital of David's  
Kingdom and later the Kingd om of Judah . In 70 1 B . C .  
Jerusalem was besieged but saved by a plague among 
Assyrian soldiers. When the city fel l to the Babyl onians 
in 5 8 7  B . C . ,  many Jews were exi led and some returned 
after 5 3 8  B . C . , when Cyrus of Persia became the master 
of the world .  Jerusalem's next master was Alexander 
the Great. In 1 67 B . C . ,  a Syrian army of Antiochus was 
gar risoned there. A few years later " gueri l las "  (notably, 
Judas Maccabee) drove out the Syrians. The Romans 
took over in 63 B . C .  

Today, the O l d  City on Mount Moriah i s  enclosed 
by a wel l - preserved crenelated wal l  bui lt under the 
Turkish Sultan, Suleiman I I , in 1 538. It has seven gates: 
Jaffa Gate to the west; lion's Gate (St. Stephen's) to the 
east; New Gate, Damascus Gate, and Herod's Gate on 
the north; Zion Gate and Dung Gate on the south. Inside, 
there is a tangle of narrow streets and dark arcades, a 
jumble of stone houses, shops and bazaars, and sites holy 
to three rel igions. 
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The a rrival  of Pope Paul  VI at the Damascus ::>ate in Jerusalem,  Jan­
uary 4,  1 964 

Jesus went to Jerusalem at the beg inn ing  of h i s  m in ­
istry, probably i n  A .D .  28 .  He hea led  the s i ck ,  a n d  spoke 
i n  the court of the Te mple .  

When Jesus  retu rned to Jerusa lem i n  A . D .  29,  it was a 
tri umpha l  entrance .  He went to the Tem ple,  d rove out 
the money cha ngers and the merchants, and for the 
next few d ays preached i n  Jerusa lem,  return ing to 
Bethany at n ight .  

Tra d it iona l ly, the last Supper  took p laca i n  a house 
i n  the southwestern corner  of  the city. F rom there Jesus 
went to the Mount of Ol ives, stopping in  the s m a l l  
garden o f  Gethsemane, where He w a s  arrested a n d  
taken to t h e  H i g h  Priest ' s  pa lace, t o  t h e  p a l a c e  o f  t h e  
R o m a n  Governor, a n d  then t o  Herod ' s  Pa lace, a l l  with­
in  the city wa l l s .  

Herod Ant ipas, who ruled Ga l i lee under  Roman 
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The Mount  of Ol ives, Gorden of Geth semane, ond  the Bas i l ica of t h e  
Agony 

supervis ion,  mocki n g ly ordered Jesus to be sent to 
Pontius P i late, the Roman Governor, who cond e m ned 
H i m  to  death by  crucifixi o n .  That  n ight  J esus was kept 
i n  the  Anton ia  Fortress, where He was whippe d .  The 
pavement  of the fortress has  s ince been u ncovered by 
archeolog ists and m arks which may h ave been m a d e  
on t h e  stones for t h e  " K ing 's Game,"  s u c h  as was played 
by the so ld iers g uard ing Him, h ave been i d e ntified . 

I n  the morn ing  Jesus was taken a long  what is now 
known as the  Via Dolorosa to the H i l l  of Golgoth a  (the 
s ku l l ) ,  and crucified . Th is  was outsid e  the city ' s  l i m its, 
so that the c h u rch  of the Ho ly Sepu lchre,  bu i l t  a n d  
rebui l t  seve ral  t imes throughout t h e  centur ies ,  m ay n ot 
actu a l ly be o n  the  site of the crucifixion .  The location 
of the garden of Joseph of Ari m athea,  where the  body 
of Jesus was bur ied,  has  not been ascerta i ned .  
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VIA DOLOROSA, t h e  path of 
Jesus  from the A n to n i o  Fortress 
to Calvary, i s  a term w h i c h  c o m e  
i n to use  i n  t h e  1 6th century.  
T h e  path i s  fo l l owed by pious 
C h r i s t i a n s  every Fr iday, p a rt ic­
u l a rly d u r i n g  Holy  Week (a bove}, 
with slops at the Fourteen Sta­
tions of  the Cross, esta b l i s h e d  
by tradi t ion  s i n c e  t h e  1 5th c e n ­
tu ry. T h e  first  stat ion , Condem­
nation, i s  i n  t h e  cou rtyard of a n  
A r a b  s c hool , a n d  t h e  l o s t  at t h e  
Holy S e p u l c h re .  

ST.  ANNE'S CHURCH i s  the  
most beaut i fu l  Crusader  c h u rch  
i n  t h e  H o l y  La n d ,  located on 
the  s i te  of  a Rom a n  v i l la .  I t  was 
fi rst n a m e d  for the V i r g i n  Mary, 
ond or ig i n a l ly b u i l t  o n  the s u p ·  
p o s e d  s i te of t h e  h o u s e  of J o a ­
c h i m  a n d  A n ne,  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of  
t h e  V i rg i n .  Later  renamed for  St.  
A n ne,  i t  was turned by Sa l a d i n  
i nto a s c h o o l  f o r  derv i s h e s .  The 
a rchway shown here i s  a n  ex­
a m p l e  of t h e  c h u rc h ' s  u n usua l  
arch itecture.  

THE HOLY SEPU LCHRE, a chu rc h  orig i n a l ly bu i l t  on 
the site bel ieved to be that of Mount Calvary, where 
Jesus d ied on the cross, is  a patchwork of restorations 
an d  add it ions.  In its rotu n d a  is the s m a l l  s h rhe which  
covers the trad it ional  s ite of  Jesus '  tom b ;  i t  i s  the Chape l  
of  St. He lena,  Em peror Consta nti ne ' s  m other,  who came 
to Jerusa lem in  326 in  search for  the " true c ross , "  which  
she i s  sa id  to  h ave found on th is  spot .  Severa l c h a pels  
and c h u rches h ave been erected around the s i te of 
the tomb,  a n d  a Jewish bur ia l c h a m ber is said to conta in  
the body of  Joseph of  Ari mathea.  
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GETHSEMANE The Franciscan 
C h u rch  of  G e t h s e m a n e , o r  
"Church o f  A l l  Nations," i s  new, 
but erected where once stood a 
4th century bas i l ica. Behind it i s  
the  G a r d e n  o f  G e t h s e m a n e  
(meaning "the o i l  press") where 
Jesus was betrayed by Judas, 
and where violets and cyc lamen  
s t i l l  b loom , u n der  g narled o l ive 
trees. The anc ient  trees sti l l  
stand ing  today d o  not date from 
the ti m e  of Chr i st, but m ay have 
grown from shoots of trees cut 

down by Titus' so ld iers. (At the 
time of the Arab conq uest of 
Palest ine, the Garden  of Geth­
semane, a re l ig ious  s h ri ne, was 
exempt  from the tax on  a l ive 
trees.) Above i s  the Russ ian con­
vent of St. Magdalena.  The 
Mou nt of Ol ives (2,680 ft.  above 
sea level)  is topped with a c l us­
ter of chu rches and  convents; a l ­
so ga l leries known as the Tombs  
of  the  Prophets  a n d  venerated 
by Jews as the tom bs of Zecha­
r iah,  Ma lach i ,  and Haggai .  

Ca lvary is a p latform, reached by steps bui l t  i n  1 8 1 0.  
The Chapel of Golgotha was once covered with 

mosaics, of wh ich  on ly  frag ments re m a i n .  I t  was be­
l ieved in the th ird century that Ad am had b_een b u ried 
i n  the Ca lvary and that h i s  sku l l  was d iscovered when  
C h rist d ied (hence the name of  Golgotha,  " the  p lace 
of the sku l l " ) .  

The Holy Sepu lchre i s  shared b y  representatives of 
most of the c h u rches of Ch ristendom . Dur ing  Holy 
Week it  offers a range of Ch ristian  ceremon ia l  seen 
nowhere e lse i n  the worl d .  
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THE CITY of Jerusa lem was a strongho ld  of the Jebu­
s ites i n  the B ronze Age unt i l  captured by David about 
1 000 B .C .  I t  was the seat of the Jewish k ingdom unti l  
i t  was destroyed b y  the Babylon ians  i n  5 8 6  B .C . ,  a n d  
a wealthy capita l  under  the Herods. I t  was destroyed by 
Titus in A .D .  70, a n d  replaced by a city bu i l t  by H a d rian  
i n  the secon d  century A .D .  The  wa l l s  t ha t  surround  the  
Old City today were bu i l t  la rgely under  Su le iman the  
Mag n ificent i n  the 1 6th century-and they  a re genera l ly 
located north of the Herod ian  wal l s .  

East  of the wa l ls l ies the Val ley of K idron,  separati ng 
Jerusa lem from the Mount  of  Ol ives. Jesus crossed the 
val ley with H is D isciples afte r the Last  Supper, o n  His  
way to the Garden of  Gethsemane, where He  was 
a rrested .  South  of the Old C ity wal l s  is the Va l ley of 
H i n nom (from which comes the word Geh enna,  mean ing  
He l l )  across which runs  the  road south to  Beth lehem.  

Among  the many monuments i n  t he  Old C ity, some 
of the most fa mous are, i n  add ition to those ci ted a bove, 
the Mosque of A ksa, bel ieved to have been bu i l t  as a 
bas i l ica by J usti n ian  in A .D .  536,  and  partly d isfig ured 
by restoration i n  1 93 8 .  I t  conta ins  the tom bs of the 
assass ins  of Thomas 6 Becket, who jo ined the Kn ights 
Temp lar  after the m urder.  
T h e  c i ta d e l  k n own a s  
Davi d ' s  Tower, which i n ­
corporates the ru i n s  of  the  
p a l a c e  of H e rod  t h e  
Great, was i n  fact erected 
h u n d reds of years after 
David.  

The Wa i l i ng  Wal l  
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T h e  D o m e  of t h e  Rock 

THE DOME OF THE ROCK The southeast corner of 
the Old C ity is taken up by a stone courtyard, in the 
center  of which  sta nds  the Dome of the Rock, or Mosque 
of  Omar, one  of  the world ' s  most  bea utifu l re l ig ious 
structures.  Octagona l  i n  shape, crowned by a g reat 
golden d o m e, i t  i s  decorated with Pers ian  t i les that 
g low g reen,  b l ue, and gold. Every day, and part icu la r ly 
on Fr iday, faithfu l Mos lems flock to pray near and in 
the mosque.  

I t  was com pleted i n  A.D.  69 1 over the rock o n  which 
Abra h a m  is  sa id to h ave readied h i s  son for  sacrifice, 
and from which Moslems bel ieve Moh a m med to h ave 
been transported to heaven on his b lack  stee d .  To the 
east of th is  s ite, Solomon had  bui l t  h i s  Temp le .  Part of 
the Western  wal l  of the courtyard sti l l  sta nds-the 
Wa i l i ng  Wal l  where Jews traditiona l ly assem ble to 
mourn the Tem ple ' s  destruction .  Nearby was P i late 's  
pa lace a n d  the Judg ment  Hal l  f rom which  Jesus wa l ked 
a long the Fourteen Stations  of the Cross. 
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HEBRON, some 30 m i les south of Jerusa lem,  is be­
l ieved to be one of the o ldest towns  in the worl d .  
Abra h a m  purchased t h e  Cave o f  Mac h pe lah  i n  Hebron  
to serve as  a bur ia l  p lace  for h i s  wife, Sara h .  Abrah a m ,  
Isaac,  Rebecca, and  J a c o b  were later bur ied i n  t h e  
Cave, n o w  known as t h e  Tom b  o f  t h e  Patriarchs ,  above 
wh ich  a mosque, Haram el Kha l i l , has  been erecte d .  
J o s h u a  sacked t h e  town a n d  s laug htered i t s  i n hab itants . 
David was c rowned K ing in Hebron after the death of 
Sau l  a n d  ru led from it for seven years, unt i l  the conquest 
of Jerusa lem .  

The  town was sacked again by  Judas  Maccabee, and  
by Titus' so ld iers. A bishopric i n  1 1 68, i t  became Mos­
lem in 1 1 87. Hebron ites revo lted in 1 834, but were 
defeated by Ibrah im Pasha, who destroyed part of the 
town.  I t  was occu pied by A l lenby in 1 9 1 7, and  by the 
Israel Defence . Forces fifty years later. The modern 
town, E l  Kha l i l  i n  Arabic, has some 35,000 i n habitants .  

JACOB'S WELL Some 40 m i les 
north of  Jerusa lem on  the road 
to Nablus  i s  Jacob's Wel l ,  sa id  
to  have  been  dug  by the Pa­
tr iarchs .  Here Jesus m ay have 
stopped to talk to the Samaritan 
wom a n  a bout the Water of L ife.  

BAPTISMAL CHAPEL i s  by the 
Jordan  as  i t  nears t he  Dead Sea, 
where John the Baptist per­
formed bapti sma l  r ites. A chapel  
has been erected near t h e  p lace 
where,  tradi t ional ly, Jesus H i m ­
self received the  bapt i sm .  



BETHANY, a bove, is a sma l l  
Arab v i l lage  near  the Mount  of 
Ol ives. Jesus  allen stayed here in 
the  house of Ma rtha and Mary, 
and supped in the home of 
S i  man the leper. Bethany is a 
contraction of Beth Anania,  the 
name of the v i l lage when i t  be­
longed to the tr ibe of Ben j a m i n .  

BETHLEHEM is less  than 1 0  m i les south  of  Jerusa lem .  
I t  i s  a town of some 2 0,000, mostly C hristia ns .  The 
b i rth p lace of Jesus a n d  of K ing David is  ca l led Beit  
Lah m  (house of meat) i n  Arabic,  a n d  Beit  Leh e m  
(house of b read)  i n  Hebrew. T h e  site o f  the i d y l  o f  Ruth 
and  Boaz, it  is  one of the hol iest Ch ristian  s i tes . A 
Bas i l ica of the Nat ivity (a bove r ight) was erected by 
Consta nt ine i n  the 4th century. I t  was transformed by 
Justi n ian  in the 6th century, a n d  escaped Pers ian  de­
struct ion i n  6 1 4  because the i nvaders recog n ized the i r  
n ationa l  costu me, worn  by a Magi ,  represented on a 
mosaic .  Restored many t imes, the Bas i l ica is centered 
on  the Grotto of the N ativity (r ig ht) ,  a crypt with a 
star cover ing the traditiona l  site of the b i rth  of Jesus . 
(Because of errors i n  the Ch ristian  ca le n d a r, it is now 
bel ieved that  the date of the b i rth of Jesus is  6 B .C . )  
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N O R T H E RN I S RA E L 

(See pages 1 43- 1 46 for Samaria .) 

NAZARETH In the heart of the Cal i lean m ounta ins, 
Nazareth (popu lat ion 3 0,000),  the ch i ld hood home of 
Jesus,  is one  of the fai rest towns i n  Gal i lee.  From 1 099 
on it was the Crusader  capita l of  Gal i lee for m a ny 
years. I n  1 263 Nazareth was captured, largely de­
stroyed by the Moslems, and s lept away the centu ries 
unti l  i t  beca me the a d m i n istrative center of Ga l i lee 
dur ing the Brit ish Ma ndate . 

Today it is I s rae l ' s  largest Arab city a n d  the heart 
of I s rae l ' s  Ch ristian  commun ity. Nazareth has  over 
th i rty churches a n d  monasteries, of which the newest is  
the basi l ica being bu i l t  on the 1 3th century site of the 
Crusader C h u rch of the Annunciatio n .  Steps lead down 
to i ts  g rotto where, accord ing to Ch risti a n  tra d it ion,  the 
Angel  Gabr ie l  appeared to Mary and  a n nounced the 
b i rth of Jesus . Nearby is the Church of Joseph bu i lt 
over the cave where Mary and  Joseph are be l ieved to 
have l ived .  

Bas i l i ca a f  t h e  Ann unciat ion Mary's Wel l  



NAZARETH A panora m ic v iew of Kiryat Natzrat in the  back-
showi ng the  g rowi ng new c i ty ground. 

The " Synagogue Ch urch " is a Greek Cathol ic  parish 
chu rch  which  stands,  accord ing  to tradit ion,  on  the s i te 
of the synagogue which Jesus attended and wh ere He  
began  to  teac h .  Not  far  away is  Mensa C h risti, the s m a l l  
Franciscan C h u rch  w h i c h  contains t h e  rock ca l led "The 
Table of Ch rist" where Jesus is bel ieved to h ave supped 
with H i s  D isc ip les after the Resurrection .  

By  the  s ide of  the road to Tiberias i s  Mary' s Wel l ,  
known a l so as  the Virg i n ' s  Fountain,  where Ara b women 
ca rrying earthen jars sti l l  gather at dusk  as  they did 
2 , 000 years  ago, when Jesus and Mary d rew water 
from it .  On  the mountain  over look ing Nazareth is  one 
of Israel ' s  m ost beautifu l churches, the Ch urch of  the  
I nfa nt  Jesus .  The  Convent of Mary's Fear, where Mary 
watched a n  a n g ry Nazarene crowd d rive Jesus to the 
precipice after He had  preached i n  a local  synagogue, 
is i n  the southern section of the c ity, near  a roc ky s lope 
with a project ing r idge fro m  which Jesus was to be 
cast. A Maron ite church sta nds  at the foot of the r idge. 
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KFAR KANA, four m i les north­
east of Nazareth, i s  a pictur­
esque Arab v i l lage. It is the 
trad i t ional  s i te of Jesus '  first 
m i racle, the  transformation of 
w a t e r i n t o  w i n e .  T o d a y, two 
ch urches (one Greek Orthodox, 
the other Franciscan)  com m e m ­
orate the Mirac le  of the Wed-

ding of Cana. At the edge of the  
l itt le v i l lage, t he  spr ing sti l l  
bubbles  from which  that water 
came. Above left, the  Fra nciscan 
church,  with the Chapel  of St .  
Nathanael  i n  the  foreground.  
At r ight  i s  a monument  erected 
on the site be l ieved to be Mary 
Magdalene 's b i rth p lace. 

THE SEA OF GALILEE, or lake Tiberias,  is  ca l led K in­
neret i n  Heb rew, from the word Kinor, or  h arp, which the 
ancient Jews thought it resem bled.  I n  the New Testa­
ment, it is mentioned as the Sea of Gennesaret. Th irteen 
m i les long and flve m i les wide near Tiberias, i t  l ies 680  
feet below sea  level a n d  is fed  partly by  n atural  spr ings,  
most  of i ts  water coming from the Jord a n  River wh ich 
enters the sea near  Chorazin ,  where Jesus once 
preached . A few m i les north of Tiberias a re the ru ins  of 
Magd a l a  ( now Migdal )  where Mary Magda lene was 
born, an d  beyond it  are the euca lyptus g roves of Ta b­
gha ,  where tradit ion has it  that Jesus  m i racu lously fed 
the m u lt itudes .  Nearby a re the g iant  p ipes a n d  p u m ps 
of Israe l ' s  Nat ional  Water Carr ier .  

Jesus began His  pub l ic l ife on the shores of Gal i lee, 
and accord i n g  to the Gospel of St.  John ,  revealed H i m ­
self there t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  Disc ip les after t h e  Resu rrectio n .  
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AT TABGHA is the 4th century Church of the Mul t ip l ica­
t ion of the loaves a n d  F ishes, with  a m a g n ificent  Byz a n ­
t i n e  mosaic floor depicti ng  birds a n d  p l ants that  once 
existed i n  the Hu leh  Va l ley.  Above Tab g h a  is  the Mou nt  
of  the Beatitudes where Jesus  preached the Sermon o n  
t h e  Mount, and  chose H i s  Apostles.  T h e  b l a c k  basa l t  
Church of the Beatitudes was bui l t  by the Fra nciscans in  
1 937. Farther  a long the northern shore is Caperna u m  
(Kfar N a h u m  in  Hebrew) where Jesus l ived w h e n  He left 
Nazareth, a n d  where He m et S imon a n d  Andrew. 

Ein Gev, near the Syr ian  border, which can on ly  be 
reached by road from the south,  or  by ferry boat from 
Tiber ias,  i s  a fish ing v i l l age where a n  i nternationa l  
music fest ival  is  he ld  each  spri ng .  R i s i ng  above it i s  a 
600-foot h i l l ,  Susita, where rema ins  h ave been fou n d  
o f  5 t h  a n d  6 t h  century streets a n d  churches .  



CAPERNAUM is a long the shore 
of the  Sea of Gal i lee neor Ti­
berias. The  synagogue, partly 
restored i n  the 1 st or  2nd cen­
tury A.D., i s  said to be on  the 
s i te where Jesus often taught.  

MOUNT OF BEATITUDES a bove 
Tabg ha,  i s  also site of Christ 's  
preach ing .  Shown h ere i s  Pope 
Paul V I  dur ing his v i s i t  to the 
Holy la nd,  i n  the I ta l ian-style 
Church  of the Beatitudes. 

TIBERIAS l ies h a lfway a long the western shore of the 
Sea of Ga l i lee, 682 feet below sea level ,  a winter  resort 
s ince the d ays when rich Romans sunned themselves 
there . I t  was bu i lt in A .D .  20 by one of the sons of 
Herod the Great and n a med after the Rom a n  Em peror 
Tiber ius .  J ust south of Tiberias, the famous hot spr ings,  
now known to be rad ioactive, h ave been used for medi­
ca l  pu rposes for over 2,000 years .  

After the fa l l  of Jerusalem and  the repression of the 
Jewish upr is ing led by Bar  Koch bt� in  A.D. 1 3 5 ,  most of 
the Jews remain ing  in Palest ine l ived in the Gal i lee.  
Great rabbin ical  schools grew up  throug hout the a rea 
and much of the Ta lmud  was completed i n  Tiberias.  
Between the 2nd  and 5th centur ies the city served as the 
a d m i n istrative and  rel ig ious center of the Jews i n  Gal i ­
lee. Under ea rly Moslem rule Tiberias flourished but the 
Crusader wars d rove away many Jewish i n h a bitants.  
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SEA C:F GALILEE is ent i rely i n  
I srael .  I t  i s  a peacefu l , beaut i fu l  
lake,  seen h ere as i t  may hove 
a ppeared af ter  Jesus ca l m ed i ts  
waters dur ing a storm or after 
the  m i racu lous h a u l i n g  of fi sh .  

TIBERIA$ today i s  a flour is h i n g  
modern city a n d  a favorite year­
round vocat ion resort for I srae l i  
and  fore ign  tour is ts .  I t  faces E in  
Gev a nd t he  h i l l s  of  Syria 
across the Sea of Gal i lee. 

Tiberias d rifted i nto torpor aga in ,  but in the Mid d l e  
Ages, h u n d reds o f  Jews expe l led from S p a i n  i n  1 49 2  
made it  t h e i r  home.  I n  1 560, Su le im a n  the  Mag n ificent,  
Su ltan of the Turkish Empi re, g ave Tiberias a Jewish 
advisor, Don Joseph Nassi ,  the D u ke of N a xos, who 
tried unsuccessfu l ly to turn it i nto a Jewish c ity-state . 

The great Jewish med ieval scholar  a n d  physic ian ,  
Maimon ides, ( known a lso, fro m h i s  Hebrew i n it ia ls ,  as  
the R a m b a m )  who d ied i n  Egypt, i s  bur ied i n  Tiberias,  
as  a re m a ny other fa mous sages.  The lower city, wh ich  
faces the sea,  i s  bu i l t  l a rge ly of  the b lack  basa l t  c h a r­
acteristic of Gal i lee, a n d  ru ins  of Crusader a n d  Turk ish  
fortifications  sti l l  $ta nd i n  the streets . With  i t s  new urban 
hous ing projects on the s lope a bove the o ld  city, T iber ias  
has a popu lat ion of over 2 0,000.  Severa l  C h risti a n  hos­
p ices  a re l ocated i n  T iber ias ;  modern h otels h ave been 
bu i lt i n  a n d  near  the town . 
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SAFAD The i n terior of t h i s  on­
dent  synagogue wos  brought  
fro m  l to ly.  

HULEH NATURE RESEI:.VE, with 
pel icans of lower left .  

THE HULEH VALLEY Before the State of Israel was 
esta b l ished,  m uch of the tr iangu lar, 1 5-m i le  long  va l ley 
i n  the northeastern corner of the country was covered 
by a m a lar ia l  swam p  a n d  a m uddy lake.  In this va l ley 
th ree streams  merge to form the Jordan R iver, a n d  the 
1 5 ,000 water- logged acres were create:d when pre­
h i storic volcan ic eruptions poured lava i nto the  va l ley, 
d a m m i n g  the Jord a n  in its descent to the Sea of Gal i lee. 

S ince the proc lamation of the State, more than 4 
m i l l ion  cub ic  yards of earth have been dug out, dense 
m asses of papyrus a n d  lotus h ave been uprooted, and 
canals  h ave been dug,  criss-cross ing the a rea . Dams 
a n d  s l u ices h ave been insta l led to keep the water  m oving  
a nd  prevent  the breeding of  m a lar ia l  mosqu itoes .  On 
the land  which  was redeemed, the Hu leh  Va l ley Author­
ity now d i rects the fa rming of m a ize, wheat, cotton ,  
rice, sugar  c a n e ,  a n d  flower b u l b s .  E i g h t  thousa n d  acres 
h av<! been set aside as  a nature reserve and sanctuary.  
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SAFAD, 2 , 8 00 feet above sea level, is the n orthern­
most and h ighest city i n  Israel . Above it  r ises Mount 
Canaan (3 ,  1 49 feet), and  beyond it stan d  the twi n  
peaks of Mount Meron ( o r  Atz mon)  at 3 ,692 feet. 

On  the heig hts of Safad was a beacon, part of a 
cha in  of l i gh ts sta rti ng  in Jerusa lem a n d  used by 2 n d  
and  3 r d  century Jews t o  s ig na l  t h e  beg i n n i n g  o f  each 
new month and ho l idays.  I n  the 1 6th century, Safad was 
the center of Caba l ism,  the mystica l  i nterpretation of 
the Scr iptures, and  a foca l  point of Jewish learn i n g .  

·The fi rst pr in t ing press i n  A s i a  w a s  set up  there i n  1 577, 
a n d  the fi rst Hebrew boo k pr i nted in 1 578 .  In the course 
of centu ries, Safad sufferf!d from locusts, p lag ues, a n d  
earth q u a kes that decim ated its populat ion ti m e  a n d  
aga in .  Roma ns,  Crusad ers, Ma melu kes, Arabs,  a n d  
t h e  Druse a l l  fought  for its possession . 

Safa d ' s  c l im ate makes it a popu l a r  sum mer  resort. 
Safa d ' s  mag ic  is sti l l  i n  its twisted a l leys and the d i m  
graveya rds o f  t h e  med ieva l mystics bu ried there.  Scores 
of ruined synagogues on the h i l l s  around the town attest 
to its former  g lory.  Each spr ing,  pious Jews come to the 
g rave of Rabb i  Bar Yoh ai ,  who taught in the 2 n d  cen­
tury, to ce lebrate h is  ascent to parad ise, and at sun­
down the heig hts a re l it again by the beacons .  

Artists '  q uarter i n  Safad over looks the  town.  



MOUNT ':'ABOR ( 1 929 ft.) is a n  
i m p.orta nt Old Testament  s i te,  
where northern tribes of I srael 
ra l l ied agains t  the Canaan ites. 
I t  is  the  tradi t ional  site of the 

transfigurat ion of Jesus.  The 
Franc i scan Mona-stery serves as  
a hospice for p i lg r ims. In  back·  
grou nd at  lef t ,  the Bas i l ica of 
the Tra nsfiguration. 

ARAB VILLAGE of Daburiya on  the road to MI. Tabar 



THE JORDAN RIVER is seen 
here i n  U pper Gal i lee. A sma l l  
strea m with a lang h i story, i t  
starts with three tr ibutaries at 

WESTERN GALILEE An Arab 
sheph erd and his flock,  a scene 

the fact af MI. Herman in Leba· 
nan,  and ends at the northern 
share af the Dead Sea. I t  i s  new 
used far irr igat ion.  

that has not changed s ince the 
t ime of Dav id  



St. JOHN'S CRYPT in Acre, 
recent ly excavated u11der  the 
Turk ish  c i tadel , was probably 
refectory of Hospitaler k n ights .  
An undergrou n d  passage to the 
sea permitted the k n ig hts to 
reach the harbor c i rectly, even 
dur ing  a s iege.  

ACRE Acre ' s  h istory goes back to the Midd le B ronze 
Age.  I t  is  ca l led Akko in  the Old Testament .  The Gree ks 
knew it as  Pto lema is, and as such it is ment ioned in the 
New Testam e nt.  The Crusaders fortified it and turned 
it i nto a seaport for the Christian  k ingdom.  As the head­
qua rters of the Order of the Kn ig hts of St. Jean d ' Acre, 
dur ing the Crusades, it  was renamed for their patron 
saint .  

I t  rem a i ned the Crusader ca pita l from 1 1 92 unt i l  
1 291  when the fortress was recaptured by the Mos lems,  
ending Crusader ru le i n  Pa lesti ne .  Acre dec l ined 
grad ua l ly unt i l  1 775, when it becam e  the seat  of the 
Turk ish g overnors, nota bly Ahmed e l  Jazzar, who bui l t  
Acre's Turkish wal ls, the bath house and mosque, a l l  of 
which,  to th is  d ay, g ive the c i ty i ts  specia l and exotic 
character. 

Today it i s  one of the largest cities i n  I s rae l  with a 
m ixed Ara b-Jewish populat ion . 
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HAIFA is I srae l ' s  second la rgest city a n d  m a i n  port, anc!  
the center of  the country 's  heavy ind ustry. Located a t  
the meeti ng  p lace  of  mountain ,  va l l ey, a n d  se� ,  i t  
c l i m bs the s lopes of  love ly Mou nt Carmel .  Haifa i s  not 
mentioned a t  al l  i n  the B i b le, but its n a m e  appears in 
Jewish Ta l m ud ic  l iterature of the 3rd century A.D. The 
Crusaders who captured it  ca l led it  Ca iphas .  

Under  Mos lem ru le ,  Ha ifa prospered b ut by the t ime 
of  the Turks  it had  becom e  a n  u n i m portant  v i l lage .  I t  
bega n  to develop at  the begi nn ing  of the 2 0th century. 
The harbor i s  equ ipped to hand le 2 , 500,000 tons of 
cargo a year  and is the home base of I srael ' s  n avy and  
merchant  fleet.  Beautifu l H aifa Bay is  the s i te  of  o i l  re­
fineries, a fou n d ry, g lass a n d  texti le  works, a n d  various 
chem ica l i n d ustries .  

To the east ,  a re severa l  Druse v i l l ages, a n d  one vi l ­
lage,  Kababi r, sti l l  with i n  the boundaries of Haifa, i s  
populated by mem bers of the Ahmadia  sect, founded 
i n  I n d i a .  

E in  H o d ,  s o m e  m i les south o f  Haifa, i s  a n  art ist 's  
colony and the  home of m a ny of Israe l ' s  painters a n d  
scu l ptors . 

Panorama of Haifa and its busy port 



TECHNION CITY, the 300-acre ca m pus on Mount  Carmel  of the  I srael 
I n st itute of Technology 

The city itself is  bu i l t  on three level s . The old lower 
Town around the h arbor is known as  H a d a r  Hacarmel  
("The Glory of Carmel " ) .  Above it is Haifa ' s  com mercia l  
center, which contains  museums of ant iqui ties, eth nol­
ogy, Japanese art, a n d  a Mari t ime Museum known for 
its co l l ection of anc ient  m aps and s h i p  models .  The 
h ig hest level is  Mount  Carmel .  The s lopes of the moun­
ta i n  are dominated by the Baha i  Temp le  surrounded by 
a Pers ian  Garden, a n d  res ident ia l  suburbs a long the 
mounta i n  top.  A subway sta rts near the port and  travels 
up Mount Carmel  i n  a tun ne l  bored through the rock.  

The French Carmel  on the western promontory is ,  
accord ing to tradit ion, where the Prophet E l i jah ta ught  
h is  d isc ip les .  Above E l i jah 's  cave stands  a Carmel ite 
Monastery which was used as  a hospita l by Bonaparte 
in 1 799;  the sold iers who d ied there are buried at the 
entrance.  Next to it is the Ste l la  Maris l ighthouse from 
which one can see to the north,  beyon d  the lebanese 
border, the c l iffs of the ladder of Tyre, an assau lt em­
ban kment  constructed by Alexander the Great i n  332 
B .C .  In land from Ath l it, i n  the fooh i l l s  of  the Carmel ,  a re 
the caves where several  complete preh istoric ske letons 
and Stone Age imp lem ents have been excavated.  
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ATHLIT U n l i ke most of 
the g reat C rusader castles 
i n  the Holy Land,  the Tem­
p ler  Cast le of  the  P i lgr ims,  
or Chateau Peleri n ,  at  Ath­
l i t ,  e ight  m i les south of 
Haifa, was never taken by 
s iege.  The last  Christ ian 
strongho ld  i n  the Holy 
Land, and a ch ief port of 

Crusader wal l s  of Ath l i t  

entry for C h ri st ia n  pi lgr ims in  the Mid d l e  Ages, the 
Cast le was i ntact when i t  was abandoned without a 
battle i n  1 2 9 1 , s hortly after the fa l l  of Acre. But  the 
Mos lems,  probably fear ing new i nvasions from Europe, 
la rgely destroyed it. An ea rthquake i n  1 83 7  added to 
the destruct ion,  but even today, the ru i n s  of the wal l s  
o f  Ath l i t  a re a n  i m pressive rem inder of Crusader mig ht. 

Knights '  Ha l l  i n  Templar  Cast le 



CAESAREA A Ro m a n  a q ue­
duct, recent ly d u g  out f rom the 
sand, was used to supply water 

from the north. AI r ight  are ru in s  
of  Crusader fort ifications, bu i l t  
with Roman col u m ns.  

CAESAREA Contrasts a bound at  Caesarea . A m any­
a rched Roma n  aqued uct, a fl rst century h ippodrome, a 
Crusader moat, a 1 9th century mosquP., an d  a 20th 
century kibbutz jost le each other  on th is  s m a l l  stretch 
of coast ha lfway between Tel Aviv and Haifa .  Caesarea 
was bur ied u nder the drift ing sands h u n d reds of  years 
ago, but recent a rcheological  excavations have u ncov­
ered fa bulous landmarks, i nc lud ing  an Herod ian  nar­
bor, the on ly known eng raved stone bear ing the name 
of  Pontius P i l ate, Rom an statues, remnants of  a Cru­
sader c i tadel ,  a Byzant ine church with mosaics of birds 
and a n i m a ls, and a 4th century synagogue . 

Founded as a port in 2 2  B .C.  by K ing  Herod the 
Great, Caesa rea was na med for the Roman Em peror 
Augustus Caesar. For 300 years it  was the m a g n ificent  
capita l  of the Roman procurators i n  Pa lestine .  Caesarea 
was a center  of  Jewish revolt, la ter  becam e  a n  im­
portant  center of r i s ing Christ ian ity, and  i s  ment ioned 
several  t imes i n  the Acts of the Apostles . I t  was for a 
long ti m e  one of the ma in  ports of the Mediterra nea n .  
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St. Pau l  was im prisoned in Caesarea, before being 
sent to Rome.  I t  was an  i mportant Byzant ine strong­
hold,  a n d  the last  to be taken by the Mos lem invaders 
i n  640, after a s iege of several  years . Marb le a n d  
mosaic rem ains  o f  4 t h  t o  6th century synagogues have 
recently been u n ea rthed . When Ba ldwin I captured the 
city d u r ing  the F i rst Crusade, he  fou nd a g reen crysta l 
bowl which h e  bel ieved to be the Holy Gra i l .  

D u r i n g  t h e  Crusades, t h e  city c h a n g e d  hands  five 
t imes.  In 1 25 1 ,  St .  Louis of France fort ified Caesarea, 
but when the Mos lems recaptured i t  i n  1 265,  it  was 
tota l ly destroyed,  and lay desolate for generations .  
I n  1 937 Sdot Ya m ,  a cooperative fish ing  v i l l age ,  was 
estab l i shed nea rby, and after the b i rth of the State 
of Israel  i n  1 948 ,  la rge-sca le  restorat ion retu rned to 
Caesarea some of its lost sp lendor .  

Today, it  i s  a l so a vacat ion resort, and a center for 
sports . I t  has Israe l ' s  only 1 8 -hole golf cou rse, h orse 
and camel  races a re held on the beach, a n d  there is  a 
sk in -d iv ing a n d  u n derwater exp loration center. 

ROMAN THEATRE in Caesarea is frequently used for concerts. 



C E N T R A L  I S R A E L  

TEL AVIV ( the H i l l  of Spri n g )  i s  the worl d ' s  fi rst a l l ­
Jewish city s ince B i b l ical  times .  It  was founded i n  1 909 
by a h andful  of Jewish fam i l ies who l ived i n  Jaffa, then 
a n  Arab seaport. Tel Aviv i s  now the center of Israel ' s  
cultura l l ife, the headquarters of  the  country ' s  bank ing ,  
trade, a n d  l ight  industry; w i th  i t s  suburbs  it  is  Israe l ' s  
largest city, hous ing one-sixth (over 400,000)  o f  t h e  
country ' s  populat io n .  

Tel Aviv is  the home o f  nearly a dozen repertory 
theatres, of the Nat ional  Opera Company, of a l m ost  a 
thousand  outdoor cafes, and  scores of c inemas .  
Twenty-five da i ly newspapers and  period icals  i n  ten  
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Tel Aviv seashore hotels  Cafe on lash ionab le  Dizengoff St. 

l anguages are publ ished and  a new u n iversity is r is i n g .  
I s rae l ' s  m a i n  shopping a n d  tourist center i s  a l so the 

s i te  of  m a ny government  offices, of  I s rae l ' s  Genera l  
Federation of  Labor, a n d  of the fi rst  a l l -Hebrew h i g h  
school (on whose site now stands  a 30-story s ky­
scraper) . I ts m a i n  streets are Dizengoff ( n a med for Tel 
Aviv' s  fi rst m ayor), and A l lenby (for the Brit ish g eneral  
who took  Palest ine from the Turks i n  1 9 1 8 ) .  I s rae l ' s  
Declarat ion o f  I ndependence was  first read ou t  i n  t he  
sma l l  m u n ic ipa l  a rt museum on May 1 4 , 1 94 8 .  

Accad ia hotel near Tel Aviv Even park ing t i ckets exist i n  T.A. 



JAFFA Now part of Tel Aviv, Jaffa is one of the 
o ldest a n d  most romantic seaports i n  the worl d .  I ts re­
corded h i story goes back 3 ,500 years. The Book of 
C h ron ic les mentions it  as Solomon ' s  m a i n  out let to the 
sea;  the Cedars of Lebanon were floated there by raft, 
from Tyre, a n d  h a u led to the Tem ple in Jerusa lem .  I t  is 
from here that Jonah set sai l  on h is i l l -fated voyage to 
Tarsh i sh ,  and in  Greek mythology it  is  probab ly the 
scene of  Perseus '  rescue of  Andromeda from the sea 
monster from rocks sti l l  vis ib le  outs ide the h a rbor.  

I n  the eighth century B .C .  the Assyr ians,  sweepi n g  
down on the coast o f  Pa lest ine from t h e  north, con­
q uered Ph i l i st ine Jaffa. 
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I n  3 3 2  B .C .  it was taken by Alexa nder  the Great, 
and in  the 2 nd century B . C .  Judas Maccabee and his 
brothers fought  for it  and won it from the Seleucid 
K ingdo m .  Under Roman rule,  J affa was a free city, a n d  
M a r k  Antony o n c e  gave i t  t o  C leopatra as  a present .  

Some of the ear l iest C h ristians  made their  homes in  
Jaffa.  The New Testa ment  descri bes St .  Peter ' s  stay 
th ere, in the  house of Simon the Tanner .  Throughout the  
Crusades, J affa frequently changed h a n ds,  fi n a l ly to be 
lost to the  conquering Mameluke Su ltan of  Egypt, 
Baibars, who razed it to the ground a n d  d rove the  
Ch ristia ns out .  For  a wh i le ,  Jaffa prospered when Bona­
parte captured !t i n  1 799 on h is way to Acre,  but after 
a few months  he  abandoned it and  i t  dec l i ned .  

The first Zion ist pioneers entered "the Promised 
lan d "  through J affa around 1 840 but it remained a n  
Arab town u nt i l  the War of 1 94 8 .  After the creation of 
the State, Tel Aviv a n d  J affa officia l ly  beca m e  one, but  
Jaffa has  kept i t s  person a l ity. I t s  popu lat ion inc ludes 
60,000 Jews, a n d  6,500 Ch ristia n  a n d  Mos lem Arabs .  

OLD CITY OF JAFFA i s  a m aze 
of archways, steps, terraces. The 
house of Simon the Tan ner i s  
sa id  sti l l  to stand.  

BRIDGE OF J INDAS bui l t  in  
1 273 by Baibars on foundation 
of older Rom a n  br idge,  near  
Led,. I srael 's main  a i rport. 



Weizm a n n  I n st i tute of Science Wine ce l lar  i n  R ishon-le-Zion 

R I S H O N - L E - Z I O N  A N D  R E H OVOTH Rishon- le­
Zion (The F i rst i n  Zion)  is typica l  of the s m a l l  towns  
esta b l ished throug hout I srae l ' s  coasta l p la in  by East 
Europea n Zion ists at the turn of the century. I t  was 
founded i n  1 8 8 2  by Russ ian Jews and was l ater sub­
s id ized l a rge ly by Baron Rothsch i l d .  Its winery, bu i l t  
i n  1 8 8 7, is  the l a rgest i n  Israel .  Between the town and 
the coast  are the sand d u nes of  Naha l  Sorek where 
Israe l ' s  fi rst atomic  reactor was com p leted i n  1 960, 
for tra in i ng  and researc h .  

Rehovoth , nearby, is  t h e  seat o f  the j o i n t  Hebrew 
U n iversity' s  agricu ltural  facu lty a n d  Nationa l  Ag ricu l­
tura l Research I nstitute, and  of the Weiz m a n n  Institute 
of Science, i naugurated in  1 949 by Israe l ' s  fi rst Presi­
dent, Dr. C h a i m  Weizmann ,  a noted chem ist .  The 
I n stitute, which is  the most advanced center i n  the 
Midd le  East for research i n  m athematics, physics, chem­
istry, a n d  biology, is  located with in  a park  which  is  the 
nation 's  memor ia l  to Dr.  Weizm a n n .  Dr .  Weizm a n n  i s  
bur ied i n  the g a rden of h is  house on the I n stitute ' s  
g rounds .  
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A S H K E L O N ,  I s r a e l ' s  
south e r n m ost  Medi terra­
nean town, was one of  the 
m o s t  i m p o rt a n t  h a r b o r  
cit ies in  t h e  Midd le  East.  
Captured by the Egypt ian 
Pharaoh Rameses I I  in  
1 2 8 0  B .C . ,  Ash kelon later 
beca me one of a confed­
erat ion of five Ph i l ist ine 
towns (with Goth, Gaza, 
Ash dod, and Ekron ) .  I n  
73 2 B .C. ,  i t  was captured 

Crusader ru ins  at  ·Ash kelon 

by Tig lath P i leser I l l ,  and l ater came under  Sennacher ib,  
K ing  of Assyr ia .  

After i t s  conquest by Alexander the Great  i n  the 4th 
century B.C. ,  Ash kelon became a Greek c i ty.  Herod the 
Great, who was born there, en larged and beautified 
it .  I t  was fortified i n  1 1 92 by R ichard the l ion-Hearte d ' s  
troops. T h e  city fe l l  t o  t h e  Moslems in  1 270, and  was 
demol ished . 

Ash kelon left its mark  i n  two Engl i sh  words-" sha l ­
lo t"  a n d  " sca l l ion ,"  after the onions g rown there in  
a nt iquity. Recurrent legends of  buried treasure led an  
Eng l ish  wom a n ,  Lady Hester Stan hope, i n  1 8 1 5, to exca­
vate the site of ancient  Ash kelon,  i n  the vain hope of 
find ing  gold . Organ ized archeologica l  excavations were 
started i n  1 920  and a l most seven centu ries after its 
destruction,  Ash kelon was resettled .  

The anc ient  wa l l s  a n d  the ru ins  of  i t s  g ates and 
towers are  part of  a la rge new park  and  camping  
g round near  a col lection of  Hel len ist ic a n d  Roman 
statues, co l u m ns, and decorated marb le  s labs .  
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Road from Beersheba Ia Ei lat Red Canyon i n  the  Negev 

S O U T H E RN I S RA E L 

THE N EGEV Much of the 5,000-odd square m i les of 
southern Israel  is sand,  d ust, eroded soi l ,  a n d  rock .  
Th i s  a rea i s  ca l l ed  the Negev, and  it represents m ore 
than  h a lf of Israe l ' s  territory. The State reaches its 
widest poi nt, 70 m i les, j ust south of Beersheba,  a n d  at 
Ei lat it  n arrows to s ix.  Not so long ago, on ly the coasta l 
strip a n d  the p lateau of the Negev were cons idered 
fit for cultivation,  and even these were regarded as 
u n l i kely prospects. The soi l  was sa l ine .  There was no 
ra i n .  The heat was extreme.  

But  scholars knew differently. They knew the N egev 
had once susta i n ed agricu lture a n d  industry, a n d  that  
popu lat ions  of  u p  to a hundred thousand h a d  l ived 
and flou rished there. King David had inc l uded the popu­
l at ion of the N egev i n  a nationa l  census.  Solomon 
m ined copper there and merchant  fleets had sa i led 
for Africa and the Orient  from the Red Sea port  of 
Etz ion Geber.  Nabateans, Arab ian  tradesmen,  ru led 
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Dam be l ieved to have been bu i l t  by the  Na batean s  

the  Negev u nt i l  the Rom a n s  annexed i t  i n  A . D .  1 06 .  
The fi rst modern assault  on  the  Negev was  made 

i n  1 943 w i th  the  establ ish m ent of  th ree Jewish settle­
m ents, two of them kibbutzim, the th i rd a sma l l -ho lders '  
cooperative v i l lage.  Each of them dug wel l s  a n d  found  
water. I t  was too sa lty to  dr ink  bu t  the parched earth 
received it  g l a d ly, a n d  the experi menta l crops (g ra ins,  
fruit  trees, forest trees, and veg etab les)  flour ished.  
Rainwater was dam med a n d  hundreds of soi l  samples 
ta ken .  Life was r igorous, but c lear ly it  could be sus­
ta ined.  I n  1 946, " Operation  Negev" establ i shed eleven 
new settle ments : fou r  more fo l lowed a year later.  By 
1 948,  there were 27 v i l lages i n  the Negev. 

Now, there are some 200, with a tota l population 
of over 200,000. I n  1 955, a pipe l ine br inging water 
down from the spri ngs of the Ya rkon River to the Negev 
suppl ied some 45 m i l l ion cubic meters a day. Within a 
decade, the g iant pipes of Israel 's  Nationa l  Water Car­
rier were sending over a hundred m i l l ion cubic m eters 
to the Negev from the Sea of Ga li lee. (See page 1 5 1  for 
Gaza and S ina i . )  
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Rom a n  bridge, sti l l  in use Camel  mart in  Beersheba 

BEERSHEBA I n  1 948,  Beersheba, I srael ' s  southern 
capital ,  looked a l most as it  had looked i n  Old  Testa­
ment  days when Abraham had " bu i lded a tent" there 
and Jacob had d reamed of the ladder that reached to 
Heaven .  

I t  was  a d usty, battered desert town, a picturesque 
sett ing for the Bedou in  who wandered th roug h i t  with 
their flocks of sheep and camels .  Reduced to a heap 
of  rubb le  when it was captured by desert tr ibesmen 
from the Crusaders, Beersheba barely survived for cen­
tur ies u nt i l  the Turks began to use it  as a center for 
desert trade i n  1 8 80 .  I n  Wor ld  War I ,  Turkey lost  Beer­
sheba to the British i n  a c l imactic batt le .  

Today, the c i ty is the busy h u b  of  the Negev 's  
economic  and  i n d ustr ia l  l ife .  I t  is  the center of  scores 
of i ndustries, many based on  the Negev's newly ex­
ploited raw materia ls ;  the ma in  stop-over point to and 
from E i lat;  and  a tourist attraction i n  i t s  own r ight .  I t  
has  a typica l  Arab m arket and camel mart and a m ixed 
Jewish-Ara b popu lation of a bout 60,000.  
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D i mona, new town in the Negev Tourists i n  the  desert 

N EW TOWNS IN THE N EGEV A cha in  of new town s  
extend ing throughout the Negev h in t  at  t h e  scope of 
the attack on the seared land . The first city on  the way 
to the Dead Sea is  D imona,  which was named for a city 
in anc ient Judah ,  and  settled by the Dead Sea workers 
of Sdo m .  The desert is now rapidly retreat ing before 
the be lts of ol ive trees, tamaris ks, acacias,  and euca­
lyptus which r ing  it .  Most Dimonans work  i n  the text i le  
and  chemica l  i ndustries which h ave sprung up  around 
the town . 

E ight  m i les to the west is Kfar Yeruch a m  near  the 
phosphate deposits of  Oron . I t s  founders were i m m i­
g ra nts from Ruman ia,  joined by others from Morocco, 
Iran, and Pola n d .  Kfar Yerucham has Israel ' s  on ly crysta l 
g lass works .  

Mitspe-Ramon,  perched over the crater  wh ich g ives 
it  its n ame, is  at the center of the quarryi ng  reg ion for 
most of I s rae l ' s  cera mic  m ateria l s  and gypsu m .  A road 
winds down to the crater some 400 feet be low the 
town .  
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Bedou i n  i n  Beersheba Exper ime ntal desert farm 

MAN IN THE DESERT An extens ive resea rch  prog ram 
i s  underway at  Beersheba ' s  Arid Zone Research Station 
where a H u m a n  Enviro n mental  Physiology Group seeks 
ways to help the Negev's sett lers overcome the stresses 
of the desert c l i m ate. Another g roup stud ies  the effect 
of ar id ity and  the sun ' s  scorch ing rays on a n i m a l s .  
Experi ments h ave a l so  sta rted at the D e a d  S e a  Works 
at Sdom,  and at the Timna Mines, to study the effect of 
heat on  the working performance of acc l im atized 
people .  These experiments are continued each s u m m er, 
when tem peratures are extrem e, reach ing  1 00 °  F. i n  
t h e  shade, a n d  sometimes 1 60 o F .  i n  t h e  s u n .  

Anothe r  exper iment  near t h e  Dead S e a  consists of 
us ing so lar  energy for e lectric ity . Resu lts h ave been 
obta i ned,  but the method has  n ot yet  been found 
appl icable on  a large sca le .  So lar  heat i s  wide ly used 
i n  I s rae l  for provid ing  apartment houses with h ot water .  
The  c l i m ate is  sunny enough the year rou nd for  water 
ta n ks on  rooftops to be h eated with the he lp  of 
reflectors . 
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Arab v i l lage af Wad i  Arc in the  Ga l i lee  

THE B E D O U I N  IN I S R A E L  Of I s r a e l ' s  2 2 , 0 0 0  
Bedouin ,  some 2 0,600 belong t o  1 9  tribes i n  the Negev. 
Their low black tents and tethered camels  a re a fami l ia r  
s igh t  throughout the South.  Though some of  the  
wea lth ier  She iks h ave started to  bu i ld  stone houses, t he  
Bedouin a re sti l l  nomads .  The i r  goatha i r  tents, spun  
from shear ings  a n d  woven by the wom en, provide pro­
tect ion aga i nst wind and sun, as does the b lack  
bordered head scarf or " keffiye h , "  kept i n  p lace by a 
double r ing of b lack  sheep wool known as a n  " a g a l . "  

The ma instay o f  t h e  Bedouin d iet i s  p ittah-the tra­
d ition a l  f lat d ry c ircu lar  bread-sheep, goat or  camel  
m i l k  a n d  cheese, d ates, honey, a n d  r ice .  Their  stap le  
beverage is  bitter, spiced b lack coffee, drunk a 
th i m b leful at a t ime.  

Of a l l  the prog ress made in  I s rae l  among the Negev 
Bedouin ,  the most stri k ing  has  been i n  medica l  services 
and health . Thousands  of tribesmen, the i r  ret icent 
wives, and  their  ch i ld ren h ave been inocu lated against 
tu bercu losis a n d  infa nt i le  para lysis .  
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AVDAT A m odern donee group NABATEAN C ITY seen from the 
i n  the  restored ruins of the a i r :  Acropol i s  i s  i n  foreground.  
Noboteon c i ty  of Avdat Ara bic nome for it was Abde. 

AVDAT Avdat, 40 m i les south of Beersheba,  was a 
Nabatean garden city on one of the m ajor carava n 
routes through the Wi lderness of Z in ,  across which the 
tr ibes of I s rael  had once wa ndered on their  way to 
C a n a a n .  Th� Nabateans  (p .  1 3 2 )  estab l ished the city 
in the 3 rd century B .C. Their K ingdom came to a n  end 
i n  A.D.  1 06, but Avdat lasted a thousan d  years . 

I n  the m idd le  of the 3 rd century the Roman E mperor 
Dioclet ian,  renewing the defenses of the Roma n  border, 
made Avdat part of a str ing of forts l i n k ing  the Arava 
with the Northern Negev. The c ity flour ished unt i l  the 
6th century under  Byza ntine ru le,  but  with the Mos lem 
conquest it decl ined,  fina l ly to be abandoned i n  the 
1 Oth century.  

Nearly a thousan d  years l ater, in 1 949, the pioneer 
sett lement  of Sde Boker was esta b l i shed i n  the N egev 
and interest i n  the anc ient and derelict c i ty of Avdat 
revived . Restoration of the city was undertaken,  and 
the anc ient  N abatean  channels  to col lect run-off water 
are i n  use once more for the g rowing  of crops. There 
is  a s m a l l  museum with rel ics of the Na batean city.  
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THE DEAD SEA East of Beersheba,  the Judean wi l ­
derness  stretches as a p lateau .  Sudden ly, the land 
drops-from 1 , 200 feet a bove sea l evel to 1 , 2 8 6  feet 
below sea level, to the Dead Sea, the lowest spot on 
the surface of the earth . F ifty m i les long and n ine  m i l es 
wide, the Dead Sea, is part of the rift which reaches 
from Turkey a long the Jordan R iver  Va l ley to the Red 
Sea and i nto the la kes of East  Africa. Sti l l  known i n  
Hebrew b y  its orig ina l  n a m e, " The S e a  of Sa l t, " it  is  fed 
ch iefly by the Jordan R iver.  Because it has no  out let, 
its waters h ave evaporated for m i l l ions  of yea rs in the 
fiery heat, leaving beh ind an ever-g rowing residue  of 
sal t .  N oth ing  can l ive in the Dead Sea except a few 
s ing le-ce l led  organ i sms  which have adapted themse lves 
to this unusua l  environ m e nt .  The water conta ins  2 5 % 
dissolved sa l t  and  other  m i nerals ,  five t imes more t h a n  
any other s e a ,  and is  so d e n s e  t h a t  n o  swi m m e r  can  
s i n k .  Parts of  the Dead Sea are i n  Jord a n .  



The spr ing  at E in  Gedi  Evaporat ing pons i n  Dead Sea 

SDOM AND EIN GEDI The wicked c ities of the B i b le, 
Sodom a n d  Gomorrah,  once stood near Sdom, at  the 
southern t ip of the Dead Sea.  Sdom is the  site of the 
worl d ' s  la rgest deposit of crysta l l i ne  roc k sa lt. On  a 
h i l l  of sa lt nearby stands  a p i l la r-tradit iona l ly Lot ' s  
wife, pun i shed  for  her  cu riosity, forever look ing  back .  

Modern  Sdom is  the location of  one of  I srae l ' s  most 
i m porta nt  chemica l  works .  Potash is extracted from the 
Dead Sea br ine,  and bromine m a n ufactured for export .  
From Sdom,  a track  runs  northward a long the shore 
to Ein Gedi, a l ush g reen sett lement  in the d esert, 
fou n d ed in 1 949.  Once Ein Gedi  was the site of a h a m ­
let i n  J u d a h  where David t h e  shepherd h i d  from Sau l  
the K ing . J ust beyond the settle ment flows the  spr ing 
known as the  " Founta in  of  Davi d . "  E in  Gedi  was the 
o n ly p lace i n  anc ient  Israel  where the ba lsam tree 
flour ished and it beca me the center of a perfu m e  i nd us­
try. Recent excavations have exposed the vesse ls, tools 
and weights used by the perfu mers, and i n  the moun­
ta ins  above E in  Gedi a fortress, dated to the t ime  of  
the Second Temple,  has been fou n d .  
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THE RED SEA I srael  and Jordan each own a few 
mi les of the Red Sea shorefront, Israel  around E i lat, 
and Jordan a round Aqa ba .  The gu lf is the meeti ng  
p lace of four  countries :  Egypt, Saudi  Arab ia ,  I s rael ,  
and  Jord a n . But the frontiers between Israel  and i ts  
neigh bors are close d .  

F o r  I srae l ,  t h e  g u lf is the outlet t o  the Far East a n d  
t o  Africa; for Jordan,  wh ich  h a s  no o p e n i n g  t o  t h e  
Mediterranean,  t h e  g u lf is its o n l y  access t o  a sea . 

The gu lf was one of the stations of the tr ibes of 
Israel on their  way to Canaan,  and an i m porta nt h a r­
bor i n  the t ime of the K ingdom of Juda h .  Before, it was 
part of the B ib l i ca l  Kingdom of Edom . Solomon 's  cop­
per m i nes, on  I s rae l i  territory near E i lat, actua l ly  m ay 
have been operated before Solomon 's t ime by Edom­
ites.  Heaps of s lag testify to the activity of the m ines i n  
anc ien t  t imes .  The  Jordan ian  city of  Aqaba is near  
the  anc ien t  site of  Etz ion Geber, from which  Solomon ' s  
fleet  se t  sa i l ,  laden  with go ld for Oph i r ,  and where 
the Queen of Sheba probab ly lan ded on her  roya l vis it .  

TIMNA A modern I s rael i cop· 
per process ing  p lant  near the 
ancient  "So lomon's  m i nes" 

ANCIENT copper sme l t i ng  fur­
nace may hove been Edom ite, 
preceding Solom o n 's t ime .  



AQABA, Jordan 's on ly  
the sea,  i s  a lso being developed 
as a resort. 

SKIN DIVING in clear waters 
of Red Sea m ay soon be spoi led 
by industrial developm ents. 

EILAT AND AQABA Although  E i lat  and Aqaba 
share the shores of  the Red Sea,  it is  i mposs ib le  to go 
from one town to the other.  They are sepa rated by 
barbed wire.  

The modern Israel i  town of E i lat  was founded in 
1 9  50. I t  l ies 1 55 m i les south of Beersheba,  356 m i les 
south of Jerusa lem.  I t  has a populat ion of severa l thou­
sand,  and copper is ,  once more, m i n ed nea rby. A few 
hotels h ave been bu i l t  on the shore, a n d  it is  a favorite 
resort of I srae l i  a n d  foreig n tou rists. 

Aqa ba, i n  Jorda n,  is the ancient  c i ty of Etzion Geber.  
It was known as Ai la  d ur ing the Crusades, when 
Renauld de Chat i l lon made i t  a base for loot ing expedi­
t ions aga inst the Mos lems, and  th reatened Mecca .  It 
is a l so the site of one of the best known exploits of 
Lawrence of Arabia and his  Bedou in  raiders, who 
crossed the desert and the Edom mounta ins  coming 
from the east  and struck Aqaba f rom the rear. The 
Turks, taken by surprise, suffered a severe defeat. 

Tod ay, both Eilat and Aqaba are boo m i n g  h a rbor 
towns, each with severa l tourist hote ls .  

1 42 



T H E  

N E I G H B O R S 

THE SIX DAY WAR of 
June, 1 967 between the 
State of Israel  and the Arab 
States, which are her neigh­
bors, has  resu lted in  severa l 
far-reaching,  though not 

Arab leg ionna i res i n  Jordan 

necessar i ly permanent, changes in  the m a p  of the area . 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria a n d  lebanon a l l  share com mon 
borders with Israel, and throughout h istory, have shared 
a common past with her. Ever since the estab l ishment of 
the State of Israel i n  1 948, however, these countries have 
vi rtua l ly sea led their frontiers to a l l  travelers from Israel ,  
with few exceptions. Today, m uch of what is thoug ht of as 
the Holy Land, or the land of the Bib le, is u n der Israe l i  
admin istration, pending a f ina l  peace sett lement i n  the  
Midd le East, and  can be free ly visited again .  Despite occa­
siona l  tension, tou rists are made m ost welcome every­
where, and can tour, or even h itch -h i ke, wherever they 
want. Although loca l laws sti l l  obta in  i n  a l l  the admin i stered 
territories, Israel currency is offic ia l  tender everywhere. 

The Admin istered Territories consist of the West Ban k  of 
the Jordan-the southern section of which (Judea) i nc ludes 
Beth lehem and Hebron (see pages 1 08- 1 09), and the  
northern section of  wh ich  (Samaria) is described on pages 
1 44- 1 46-the Sinai Pen insu la, the Gaza Strip (see page 
1 5 1  ), and the Golan Heights, formerly part of Syria (see 
page 1 54) . Th is area comprises some 27,000 square m i les, 
of which two-th irds is the S ina i  Peninsu la,  and i nc ludes a n  
Arab popu lation o f  c lose t o  one m i l l ion .  
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Amman (see page 1 47) ,  Jordanian cap i tal, ond its Roman amphi theatre. 

NABLUS, known in B ib l ica l  t imes, and sti l l  today i n  
Hebrew, as  Shechem, where Jesus ta l ked with t he  woman 
of Sam a ria,  is most c losely associated with the a ncient 
Patriarchs. Jacob cam ped either i n  or near Shechem.  
Jacob's Wel l  a n d  Joseph's Tomb are both i n  the vicin ity. 
Near Nab i<Js  i s  Mount Gerizim where the Sam a ritans  sti l l  
ce lebrate Passover with sacrificia l  rites. 

SEBASTIA, a few m i les north of Nab lus, has been i nhab­
i ted s ince the Bronze Age. The present-day Arab vi l lage 
is on the s ite of B ib l ica l Shomron or Sam a ria,  the capita l 
of Israel which was bui l t  in 887 B.C.;  it was destroyed by 
the Assyrians  i n  722 B.C. Sebastia was bu i l t  on the ru ins 
of the older city by King Herod, in about 35 B.C. Herod 
gave it the Greek name, Sebastos, for the Em peror Augus­
tus who then ru led Rome. Accord ing to Christian  tradition, 
John the Baptist was buried here. 

RAMALLAH, (the "Height of God" in Arabic) i s  some 
nine m i les north of Jerusa lem, and nearly 3,000 feet a bove 
sea l evel .  It is one of the most prosperous a n d  attractive 
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towns of the West Bank;  from it a l m ost the entire region 
can be seen.  This may be where K ing Sau l was a nointed 
by the Prophet Samuel .  
JERICHO One of the m ost i m portant archeological sites 
in the wor ld,  J ericho is the oldest known city to have been 
inhabited, perhaps without interruption, for some 1 0,000 
years. It is near the north shore of the Dead Sea, and  
825  feet below sea level .  

T h e  wa l ls o f  ancient Jericho were surrounded by a 
27-foot-wide, 7-foot-deep, protective ditch.  A stone tower, 
27 feet ta l l ,  with a stone stairway in  its center, was erected 
probably  between 7,000 and 6,500 B.C. The populat ion 
of Jericho may then have num bered some 3,000. Today, 
it n u mbers about 1 0,000. 

Jer icho was the fi rst town in  Canaan to be taken by the 
Israel ites in  the 1 3th centu ry B.C. It was sacked by Joshua,  
later  rebu i l t  as  part  of  the in heritance of Ben jamin .  Its 
popu lation was deported to Babylon after the invasion of 
Nebuchadnezzar I I ,  and then resett led by the Jews return­
i ng from exi le. later i t  fe l l  to the Syrians, then to the 
Roma ns. Mark Antony gave it to C leopatra, who sold it to 
Herod the Great. It is  said that on its streets, Jesus hea led 
the b l ind  beggar, and was enterta i ned in the house of 
Zaccheus, the tax col lector.  Even in ancient t im es, Jericho 
was a l uxurious winter resort and one can sti l l  see the 
ornaments and m osaics of the lavish Arab pa lace of Cal iph 
Hisham Ibn  Abd u l  Ma l ik, who ru led the Arab em pi re from 
A.D. 724-7 43. 

Some two m i les west of Jericho, on a steep rock known 
as the Sandarion, there is a Greek monastery. I t  was bu i l t  
i n  the  last century over grottos, one  of  wh ich  is  venerated 
as the site where Jesus fasted for 40 days. Atop the moun­
ta in  stands an  a ncient church, recently restored, the tradi­
tiona l  s i te of "The Tem ptation of Christ." 
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Qu mran Caves in  which Dead Sea Scro l l s  were fou nd  

KHIRBET QUMRAN, near the Dead Sea a few m i les 
west of rhe Jord a n  R iver, i s  fa mous as  the s ite wh ere 
m ost of the Dead Sea Scro l l s  were d iscovered ( see 
page 50) .  Sti l l  v is ib le are ru ins  of a l arge bu i ld ing  
bel ieved to  h ave been a com m u n ity house of  the 
Essenes, and g rottos where some of the sectarian s  prob­
a b ly l ived . Qumran is  bel ieved to h ave been i n h abited 
dur ing the first century B .C . ,  and destroyed dur ing an 
earth quake which, accord ing  to Josephus  F lavius, devas­
tated J udea dur ing the seventh year  ( 3 2 - 3 1 B .C . ) of 
the re ign  of Herod the Great. Qumran was apparent ly 
resett led by the Essenes, and destroyed once m ore by 
Romans during the second Jewish upris i ng  in A.D. 1 3 2-
1 35 .  There a re rem n a nts of wells,  and a n  Essene 
cemetery with more than 1 000 tombs .  
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JORDAN Today, the bridges across the Jordan River, 
which connect Israel with the K ingdom of Jordan,  are open 
to traffic aga in .  Arab m ercha nts, farmers and students 
who l ive and work on the West Bank of the Jordan, in 
territory currently admin istered by I srael ,  are free to come 
and go at wi l l .  

Before t h e  Six Day War, t h e  Hashem ite K ingdom of 
Jordan occupied an area of some 37,500 sq uare m i l es, 
and had a popu lation of over 1 ,850,000. I t  is ru led by 
the descendants of Hashim, bel ieved to be Moham m ed's 
a ncestor. 

Jordan's economy is  less "western ized" than that of 
I s rae l ,  and  many of the Bedouin  nomads who i nhabit  it 
are la rgely unproductive, though m ost tribes now cult i ­
vate some land.  Jordan has only a sma l l  out let to the Red 
Sea, at  Aqaba.  I n  the last few years, s ince the open ing of 
a road from Amman to Aqaba, merchant  traffic has in­
creased, and Jordan exports phosphates, potash, wheat, 
d ried fruit, and  wool .  Tour ism is a n  increasing ly im portant 
source of revenue. 

J ordan's capital is Amman,  once the city of the Ammon­
ites. Rabbath-Ammon,  as it was then ca l led, was captured 
by David, and became subservient to the Kings of Samaria 
and of Judea. later i t  fe l l  to the Assyrians, and was He l len­
ized by Pto lemy I I ,  Ph i lade lphus (285-247 B .C. ) ,  who ca l led 
it Ph i lade lph ia .  

One of  the cities of  the Greek Decapol is, Amman was 
part  of the Nabatean K ingdom unti l i t s  conq uest by Herod 
the Great in  31 B.C.,  when it became an outpost of the 
Roman Em pire. I t  was conquered by the Moslems in  635. 
Today Amman has a we l l -preserved and restored Roma n  
theatre, a citadel  with ru ins  of a temp le  t o  Hercu les, a n d  
a n  Amayyad bu i ld ing .  Its Archeologica l Museum houses 
many of the discoveries made in Jordan .  
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JERICHO'S stone towe r, bu i l t  by 
the Natufia ns, was probably the 
main  lookout of the a ncient 
c itadel .  

W A L L S  OF J E R I C H O  s u r ­
rou nded t h e  c i ty lang before 
Joshua blew his t rum pet. In back­
ground is  Mou n t  of Tem ptation .  

MADABA Some 20 m i l es south of Am man ,  Madaba i s  
celebrated for its Byzanti ne m osa ics, a m ong which  i s  the 
o ldest extant map of  Pa lestine and  Jerusa lem.  The map, 
and other m osa ics, dating back to the tim e  of J ustin ian 
(sixth century), were d i scovered i n  1 896, i n  a Greek Ortho­
dox Church, bu i l t  on the site of an even more a ncient 
church. Near Madaba is Mount Nebo, tradit iona l l y  the  
s u m m it f rom wh ich  Moses saw the  Prom ised Land.  From 
Mount  Nebo there is a sweeping view of the Jordan Va l ley, 
the Dead Sea, and Jerusa lem to the west. South through 
the canyon, which once served as a border between the 
Ammonite and Moabite tribes, sti l l  stand  the rema ins  of 
a ma jor Crusader fortification, Karak and its citade l ,  with 
many vau lted rooms, chambers and a dungeon. Recently 
excavated and restored, the cast le i s  open to visitors, and  
a resthouse in the  Crusader sty le  has  been  opened in  the  
vau l t  which once served as a d in ing room for  the Christian 
soldiers. At the sum m it of Mount Nebo a re the remains  of 
severa l ea r ly Christian churches. 
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TEMPLES, f u nerary chapels ,  and  
homes  carved i n  He l len ist ic style 
from vari-colored roc k ore con­
trasted aga inst ragged profi le  
of p ink  sandstone c l iffs. 

PETRA becam e  the center 
of the N a b atean civi l iza­
tion i n  the 4th century 
B .C .  The N abateans, Hel­
l e n i z e d  A r a b s ,  s p r e a d  
their  com m ercia l  e m pi re 
from the Euph rates to Da­
m ascus and the Red Sea . 
They deve loped a new 
form of the Ara m aic script, 
precursor of written Ara bic . 

Most of Petra ' s  He l len­
i s t ic  monuments, among 
the best preserved i n  the  
world,  were  bui l t  i n  the 
3rd and 2nd centuries 
B .C .  

ES SIQ, a narrow, m eanderi n g  
gorge, no w i d e r  t h a n  6 t o  7 feet 
between cliffs up to 300 feet 
to l l ,  leads to the ru i n s  of Petro, 
which date from the 3rd and  
2nd  centuries B .C .  The  passage 
was once fl oored with stone 
pavement .  
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J ERASH (the Roman Gerasa ) l ies som e  40 m i les north 
of Amman i n  Jordan.  It was fou nded as a He l len isti c town 
under A lexander the Great, perha ps by one of his gen­
era ls,  Perdiccas, and became part of the Decapolis .  I t  
fel l under  t he  inf luence of  th Nabatean kingdom, and in  
the fi rst century A.D. had a l l  the attributes of  a great 
Greco-Roman city: tem ples, theatres, stadium,  forum, 
baths, etc.  Hadrian visited the c ity in  A .D.  1 29- 1 30, and 
added to i ts  sp lendor.  From the 4th century to the 6th ,  
Christian Gerasa was endowed with a cathedra l and a 
bishop, and in the 7th century, it was looted by Persians 
and Arabs and devastated by an  earthquake. 

Deserted for centur ies, i t  was reoccu pied in 1 878 by 
Circass ians who used ancient stones to bu i ld  their v i l lage. 
Severa l Greco-Roman ruins have nevertheless remained 
in excel lent  condition :  a tr ium phal  arch, a stad ium (with 
Persian  polo goa l posts Jating to the 7th century), a forum 
with 56 co lumns sti l l  standing, a Temple  of Zeus dati ng to 
the 2nd century, and a theatre for 5,000 spectators. 

Deep i nto the desert west of Amman,  the "desert castles" 
of Jordan serve as spectacu lar examples of Arab arch itec­
ture. Bui l t  in the 8th century to serve as hunt ing lodges for 
the Omm iad Ca l iphs, they can be reached by car or jeep.  
The cast le  of Qasr Mushatta is known for its stucco orna­
mentation, a nd that of Qasr a l  Smra for i ts  frescoes. In  
the oas is  of Azraq stands a cast le which served as head­
quarters for  lawrence of  Arabia during Wor ld War I .  

On the heights of  Aj lun ,  which rises over 4,000 ft., 
stands one of the few Arab cast les remain ing from the 
Crusader wars: Qa l 'et er-Rabad, built i n  1 1 84 by one of 
Sa lad in 's emi rs. Destroyed by the Mongols, it was rebu i l t  
by Su lta n Baibars, and  was occupied by a Turkish Pasha 
unti l  the 20th century. 
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J erash-Foru m ,  seen from the T e m p l e  of Zeus 

THE GAZA STR I P  (popu lat ion:  365,000) on the Medi­
terra nean coast, under Egyptian  occupation since 1 948, 
is now admi nistered by Israe l .  The largest city of the 
Strip, Gaza, i s  famous from B ib l ica l t imes as  the town in 
which the Ph i l ist ines bound the b l inded Samson.  Gaze's 
present popu lation inc l udes some 1 75,000 Arab refugees 
who f led from Pa lesti ne in  1 948, and who sti l l  l ive in 
cam ps orig ina l ly bu i l t  by the British Army i n World War I I .  
THE SINAl PENI NSULA i s  t h e  vast triangu la r  expanse 
of d esert which begins  south of the date-growi ng coasta l  
town of  E l  Arish and ends  at Sharm e i-Sheikh on the 
Stra its of  Tiran-whose c losure precipitated the outbrea k 
of the Six Day War i n  1 967. Today, the entire Pen insu la ,  
inc luding the eastern bank of  the Suez Cana l ,  is under  
Israe l i  j u risdiction .  According to the Bib le, it was on the 
sum mit  of Mount  S inai, which may be Jebe l  Musa (6,  1 47 
feet above sea leve l ) , that God revea led h imself to Moses. 
Near Jebel  Musa is the Greek Orthodox Monastery of 
Saint Catherine which dates from the reign of the Byzan­
t ine Emperor J usti n ian  (A.D.  525-565). Three, four ,  or  
five-day tours of  S inai  are avai lable .  
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The Ni le ,  with the great pyra m ids in the  background 

EGYPT The exod us of the Hebrews sta rted from 
Egypt, fi rst reach i n g  the Sea of Reeds, at the northern 
end of the Red Sea, where "The lord caused the sea 
to go back by a strong wind al l  the n ig ht, and made 
the sea d ry land  and  the waters were d ivided . "  The 
Hebrews reached the eastern shore j ust i n  t im e :  when 
the pursu ing  Egyptians  appeared, the waters retu rned . 

Moses then led the Hebrews through the wi lderness 
across the S inai  Peninsula, to Mount S inai .  There he re­
ceived the Ten Commandments. Moses and the chi ldren 
of Israel then moved northward, carrying the Ark of the 
Covenant, to the Prom ised Land. 

They then reached the Gulf of Aqaba, and contin ued 
north to the oasis of Kadesh-Barnea, on the very threshold 
of the Prom ised Land. They remained i n  the desert for 
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some 40 years, unt i l  Joshua,  Moses' l ieutenant, decided 
to sta rt the conquest (see page 56).  

Egypt, from which came one of the m ightiest em pires 
of the past and one of the ancient world's g reatest civ­
i l izations, today covers an  area of 386,000 square m i les, 
of which 95 per cent is desert. The country is  split by the 
N i le River, on which its economy is ch ief ly  based. Egypt's 
modern h istory began with its occupation by Bona pa rte 
in 1 799 and its subseq uent domination by the Turks. I n  
1 9 1 8, t h e  K i ngdom o f  Egypt passed into British hands, 
and in 1 945 Egypt became independent. Fol lowi ng  the 
overth row of King Farouk in  1 952, Egypt was dec lared 
a republ ic  i n  1 953. I n  1 958, there was a u n ion with Syria, 
and the two became the Un ited Arab Repub l ic. I n  1 96 1 , 
Syria broke away from the un ion, but Egypt is sti l l  known 
as  the U.A.R.  

The state re l ig ion is  Is lam and Arabic is  the offic ia l  
language of the 29 m i l l ion people who l ive there. Eng­
l ish, however, is widely spoken in  most of the cities. 

Basica l ly a farming cou ntry, Egypt's m a i n  crop is  cot­
ton . The largest cities are Cairo, the capita l ,  and Alex­
a ndria,  the pr incipal port. Egypt's spectacu lar  and wel l ­
preserved a ntiq u ities, i nc lud ing  the  Sphinxes and the  pyra­
m ids, have made i t  one of the world's m ost fascinati ng  
cou ntries. Vast projects have been undertaken to  preserve 
monuments th reatened by the Aswan Dam project, which 
is  desig ned to br ing ferti l i ty to thousands of a rid acres. 
One of the colossa l tem ples, Abu Sim bel,  has been ra ised, 
piece by piece, and  assemb led above the dam's water 
leve l .  A boat tri p up  the N i le, Egypt's l ife-giving artery, 
is  an unforgettab le  experience. The Cairo Museum has a 
la rge a n d  excel lent col lection of antiquities, inc lud ing the 
famous gold treasu res taken from the Pharaoh Tutankh­
amen 's tomb. 
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THE GOLAN HEI GHTS (or the Syrian  p lateau) were 
attached to Syria after World War I as part of the French 
Mandate. Fo l lowing estab l ishment of the State of I srae l ,  
t he  Syrians set up massive fortifications there, which were 
abandoned in 1 967. Now largely occupied by Druse 
farmers, and contro l led by Israel, the Heig hts a re a fore­
most tou rist attraction . Visitors stream to Banias, a his­
torica l site named for the Greek god Pan, above which 
stand the remains  of a 1 2th-century Crusader cast le.  The 
largest town on the Heig hts is Kuneitra, from which the 
Hot Springs of Hammat-Gader can be reached. 
SYRIA has been c lose ly connected with Pa lesti ne throug h­
out the ages. The cou ntry is bordered on the northwest 
and north by Turkey, on the east and southeast by I raq, 
on the south by Jordan and Israel ,  and on the west by 
Lebanon and the Mediterranean . 

Dominated in turn by the ancient Hitti tes, Egyptians, 
Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, and Greeks, it became 
a Roman province i n the 1 st century B.C. I nvaded by the 
Pers ians and then by the Arabs, it was successively  Turkish, 
Mongol ,  and Mameluke from the 1 1 th to the 1 6th cen­
turies. Un t i l  World  War  I , i t  was part of  t he  Ottoman 
Empi re; afterwards it came under  French rule. 

I ndependent since 1 946, Syria covers an  a rea of some 
72,250 square m i les. Most of its 5,500,000 popu lation are 
Arabs, of whom about 1 5 % are Christian, the rest Moslem. 
The largest m inorities are Kurds, Armenians, and Druse. 
The main towns are Damascus, the capita l ,  Aleppo, Horns, 
Hama, and Latakia. Though a l l  are ancient, Damascus 
has been popu lar  s ince the dawn of h istory, and is men­
t ioned in ear ly Egyptian monuments and in the Old Testa­
ment. I t  was from there that Pau l, trave l ing from Tarsus 
to Jerusa lem on the "road to Damascus," became con­
verted to Christian ity. 
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CEDARS OF LEBANON were Te m p le .  At r ig ht, the vast Tem p le  
used by Sa lomon to bu i ld  h i s  of Ju piter a t  Baalbek,  i n  Syria.  

LEBANON, with 4,000 square m i les, is  the s m a l lest 
country i n  the Midd le  East, and is  named for the snow­
covered Mounta ins  of Lebanon (whose peaks r ise to 
1 0,000 feet) on which the fa mous cedars g rew. The 
modern repu b l i c  was formed under  a French m a n d ate 
i n  1 92 0  and becam e  i ndependent  i n  1 946 .  Of Leba­
non ' s  populat ion of 2 , 200,000 more than  ha lf  a re 
C h ristians .  Lebanon has  an abundant  water supp ly a n d  
a fert i le  coastal p la i n .  Three thousa nd  years before t h e  
C h ristia n  era, t h i s  p la in  was occupied b y  t h e  Phoe n i­
c ians,  the ch ief mari ners and  merc h ants of a nt iqu i ty, 
whose m a i n  ports were Tyre a n d  S idon .  Lebanon 's  
l a rgest c ity i s  Bei rut, the capita l ,  the home of a fa mous 
law school  i n  the 3 rd century A .D . ,  and  now the loca­
t ion of  a g reat America n U n iversity which  has  stro n g ly 
influenced Ara b ed ucation throug hout the Midd le  East.  
Tripo l i ,  the second la rgest c ity, i s  an  oi l  p ipe l i n e  term i n u s .  
Both Arabic a n d  French are spoken i n  Lebanon .  T h e  
r u i n s  o f  a h uge R o m a n  temple  at Baa l bek,  fi rst n a m ed 
for the a n cient  god Baa l  and once known as He l iopol is ,  
a re fa mous.  The Phoen ic ian  harbor of Byblos, once a 
market for papyrus, is the root of the word " Bib le ."  
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Rabbinate, C h i ef, 77* 
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1 5 1 : Jorda n i a n  Tou rist Office, N . Y.,  90 : B i b l i otheque Notionole,  Paris, 82 
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member of Time and the New York Times. In Israel, 

she has edited various magazines and books, Includ­

Ing two sociological studies, and wriHen guides to the 

Galilee and to the Negev. Her articles appear In U.S. 

and European periodicals. M rs. Samuel l ives In Reho­

voth, Israel. She Is married to a research scientist and 

has three children. 

WERNER BRAUN Is one of Israel's leading photog­

raphers, whose pictures regularly appear in major 

publications throughout the world, and have been 
used to I l lustrate many books. He Is particularly In­

terested In landscape and underwater photography. 

Mr. Braun was born In Germany, educated In Sweden 

and has l ived In Jerusalem for the past twenty years. 

WALTER FERGUSON Is a well-known naturalist-Illus­

trator who now l ives In Israel. 



I SRAEL AND THE HOLY LAND is an 
up-to-date guide to the h i story-laden 
lands of the Bib le .  Concise, readab le  
and a u t h o r i ta t i v e ,  i t  p r e s e n ts a 
wealth of i nformation to a id the tour­
ist and del ight the a rmcha ir  trave ler.  
I l l ustrated with hundreds of ful l-col­
or photographs, pai nti ngs, maps. 

TIPS FOR TOURISTS 

Geography • Geology 
Natura l h istory • Archaeology 

H istory • Customs and trad itions 
Modern Israel 

C ities and s ites 
Ne ighboring countries 


