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THE LOST LANGUAGE OF
SYMBOLISM

CHAPTER XIV
THE HEAVENLY TWINS

“The ONE remains, the many change and pass.”
SHELLEY.

“ One is ali alone
And ever doth remain so.”
i English Folk-Song

IT was custormary among the ancients to regard the Great
Spirit under the dual aspect of Gemini the Twins, or, as
they were called in Sanscrit, the Anans or Asvins. In
Ecyrr, as elsewhere, the palpable dualism of Nature—
Male and Female, Day and Night, Morning and Evening,
Summer and Winter, Sun and Moon, Light and Darkness,
Heaven and Earth—was typified as a double Being. “In
most of the [Egyptian] hymns,” says De Rougé, “we come
across this idea of the double Being who engendereth Him-
self, the Soul in two T'wins-—to signify two Persons never
to be separated.”!

The innumerable forms under which the duality of the
OnE was typified may be judged from the foilomng Vedic

invocation :—
v Hibbert Lecturer, 1379, p. go.
VOL. IL 1
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“Like the two stones you sound for the same object.
You are like two hawks rushing toward a tree with a nest ;
like two priests reciting their prayers at a sacrifice ; like the
two messengers of a clan called for in many places.

“ Coming early, like two heroes on their chariots, like
twin-goats, you come to him who has chosen you ; like two
women, beautiful in body; like husband and wife, wise
among their people.

“ Like two horns, come first towards us ; like two hoofs,
rushing on quickly ; like two birds, ye bright ones, every
day, come hither, like two charioteers, O ye strong ones !

“« Like two ships, carry us across ; like two yokes, like
two naves of a wheel, like two spokes, like two felloes ; Like
two dogs that do not hurt our limbs; like two armours,
protect us from destruction.

“Like two winds, like two streams, your motion is
eternal ; like two eyes, come with your sight towards us !
Like two hands, most useful to the body; like two feet,
lead us towards wealth.

“Like two lips, speaking sweetly to the mouth; like
two breasts, feed us that we may live. Like two nostrils,
as guardians of the body; like two ears, be inclined to
listen to us.

“Like two hands, holding our strength together ; like
heaven and earth, drive together the clouds. O Asvins,
sharpen these songs that long for you, as a sword is
sharpened with a whetstone.”?

The two eyes of the Spectacles (illustrated anze, p. 22)
were probably understood to denote respectively Love and
Knowledge, but prior to the invention of spectacles twin
wheels or circles were regarded as a symbol of the Deity.
The examples of this emblem, reproduced herewith, are
classed by Mons. Briquet as “cars, chariots, or ploughs.”

! Quoted in Seience of Language, Max Miler, p. 540.
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From some of them descend the customary three rays, and
they all doubtless represent the Solar Chariot, the ‘ Great
Vehicle ” of esoteric Buddhism.

Dr Inman, referring to an uncomprehended two-circle
ornament found frequently on the sculptured stones of
ScorLanp, writes: “It is spoken of as “the spectacle

J
s

%P i i .
s

) -

N
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ornament,” and is commonly associated with another figure
closely resembling the letter Z. It is very natural for the
inquirer to associate the twin circles with the Sun and Earth
or the Sun and Moon, On one Scottish monument the
circles represent wheels, and they probably indicate the solar
chariot. As yet I have only been able to meet with the Z
and the ¢spectacle ornament’ once out of Scotland ; it is
figured on apparently a Gnostic gem. In that we see in a
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serpent cartouche two Z figures, each having the down-stroke
crossed by a horizontal line, both ends terminating in a circle ;
beside them is a six-rayed star, each ray terminating in a
circle. Ican offer no satisfactory explanation of the emblem.”?

In the paper-marks herewith the letter Z is associated,
as on the Scottish monuments, with two circles. In fig. 800
these appear beneath the figure of Zzus, the All-Father, who
is represented sitting upon a five-rayed zigzag, crest, or
cockscomb. The hair of this sitting figure is portrayed
like fourfold Fire ; the Danish for four is fire, and the word
Jour® is seemingly identical with fze. The Roman numeral

Y
A

B

798 799

4—symbol of the divine Fire—is the Indian letter ¢k, the
initial of chasyr, the Sanscrit word for four.  Chatur resolves
itself into cha # ur, the “ Ever-existent resplendent Fire.”
The Persian for four is chehar ; the Breton is puar, © Father
F%re," or peder, “Father of Resplendent Fire.” The
Lithuanian for four is pemri, which may be equated with
pater, and the Greek is o745 or settares. The sacred fonr
or zetraktis stood among the Pythagoreans for the Supreme
Deity, and this symbolism is presumably responsible for the
names of the Number. The Mexican for four was can, and
caan meant fieaven.  Kan, i, ak an, the « great Ong," was
the Mexican title for the Being to whom the Creator had

:IA?m'mt fag.a?: and Modern Christian Symbalism, p. to.
*'In jarthing it becomes far, Y Tar Horus or Fatler Horus?



THE HEAVENLY TWINS - 5

entrusted from the beginning the keeping of the pillar
that supported the Sky - hence #ken meant also yellow,
the colour of fire, and 4z meant “the vivifying, the
life sustainer, the God.”! Khken was Egyptian for good ;
kin was Celtic for guod—whence, no doubt, our adjective
kind and the word kine, a generic term for cattle. In Irish
Kean means vast,

The poets feigned that Zius, in the form of a swan,
loved a maiden named Lepa, who gave birth to an egg—
whence sprang the twins Castor and Poirux. These
beneficent, star-browed brethren, known to the Greeks as
the Dioscury, are generally represented as riding upon white
horses, and their reputation is expressed by Macaulay’s
well-known lines :

“ Back comes the chief in triumgph,
Whe, in the hour of fight,
Hath seen the great T'win Brethren
In harness en his right.
Hafe comes the ship to haven
Through billows and through gales,

If once the great Twin Brethren
Sit shining on the sails.”

The name Lepa may be equated with Lapa, the heroine
of a Slav version of Cinpererra entitled “The Princess
with the Gold Star on her brow.”* According to one
version of CINDERELLA, she becomes the mother of a twin
boy and girl, the girl having, like the Droscuri, a star on
her brow.* From the “fair unspotted side of PsvcaE two
blissful twins” were born.* Of the Bride of King Soromon
the poet says : “Thy two breasts are like two young roes
that are fwins, which feed among the lilies,” ® and the teeth of
the Bride are twice likened to “a flock of sheep which go up

! Le Plongeon, Queen Moo, 03,

? Cinderelin, p. 418. 3 Fbid, p. 281,
i Bulfinch, Age of Fable, p. vb. 5 v, 5.
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from the washing, whereof every one beareth #awins, and there
is not one barren among them.”' Whire (washed ?) Jambs

s

Ay

were the particular offering of the Dioscurs, who were Sym-
bolised not only by twin circles, but also by the twin cherubs ¥
that are so familiar a feature of Renaissance ornament.

Vvl 6; v, 2

? The word chertb=CHOREB, an alternative name of Mount Sinal,
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In fig. 8ot these two children are flourishing on either
side of their Parent, the Bird of Light, and in fig. 802,
associated with their white horses, they are supporting
Lepa’s Swan. The fable of the Swan’s enchanting death-
song probably had some such similar symbolic basis as that
of the Panther’s alluring breath.

The Old Irish for swar was geis, which is cognate with
geesey and as a symbol the swan and the goose were no doubt
equivalent.

In fig. 803 the T'wins are represented piping upon fifes
on either side of the Vase of Abundance, and in fig. 804
they appear “like twin goats ” with Paw, the Great Trunk,
or Torso. The word Torse reappears in the place-name
Tuurso. To the north of Trurso is the Orxney Island
named Pomona, “sole Father,” and the principal town on
Pomowa is named Op. North of PoMona, a word meaning
apple in Latin, is a small island named Pars WEesTRAY—an
extended form of Parsus, one of the names of Jupirzr.

! The root afple in such English place-names as APPLERY, APPLE-CROSS,
APPLEDRAM, APPLETON, etc., may often be equated with AroLLe. In the
parish of GODSHILL, Isle of Wight, is an APPLEDURWELL, alternatively known
as APPULDURCOME. Compare surname APPOLD.
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In the SHETLANDS is Para SToOUR, ie. Father SteEr, the
“Sreer of Day.”

TrursD, a name cognate with the Grcek’word- thyrsus,
meaning a stem, stalk, or askera, is allied philologically to
Turrsk in Yorkshire, which is overlooked by a hilt named
Great Haw, and by another named Simown SEAT, an eminence
evidently comparable to Simons Yar on the River Wy,

T'nirsk is situated on the River Copseck, an affluent of the
Sware ; and the Gaelic for whale is o7k, In days of yore the
River Qust flowing through York was known as the Eure
or Yorg, and Yorx was originally Yurewrick or Yorick.
There are several rivers named the Yaxr in England ; Yozra
is a river in GEorcIa ; and the town of AxMinsTER is on the
River Yarrty. The great Asiatic River Oxus was alter-
natively called Araxes ; in Hebrew 7ar is a generic term for
river, and ‘the syllables fundamentally meant the © Ever-
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existent Fire or Light” Most rivers, great or small, were
once held sacted as symbols of the life-giving Sun, and
it was by frequent usage that iar, ack, exe, usk, isis, ysel, etc.,
became generic terms for river,

"The holy estimation in which rivers were once held may
be judged from extant Hymns to the Nivg, in which the
Egyptians express their adoration in practically the same
terms as they used in worshipping the Sun. Among other
invocations the Niie is hailed as “a healing balm for all
mankind.” “He shives when he issues forth from the
darkness to cause his flocks to prosper. It is his force that
gives existence to all things ; nothing remains hidden from
him. , . . He causes all his servants to exist. . . . Hail to
thee, O Nile, who manifesteth thyself over this land and
comest to give life to Egypt.”

According to Epmuwps the River Trion derives its
name from Tan, “the sacred fire of the Druids,”* and
religious nomenclature is elsewhere very generally traceable
in river names.

In Egypt the Twins were spoken of as two Lions whose
solar phases constituted Day and Night. Osiris was
entitled ¢ Lord of the Double Lions,” and the solitary solar
disc was surnamed the ¢ Lion of the Double Lions.” ATgn,
the Sun, may be equated with Woran or Opin of WEDNESDAY
and the Great World Asn.*

Within the city of Epivgurer or Opixn's BurcH (7)
is a famous Lioz Rock known alternatively as “Arthur's
Seat” ; and five miles south of Brecon in North Wales
rise two mountain-peaks designated Arthur’s Chair.”
The semi-fabulous ArrtHUrR or ArTURrIUs, whose mystic
land was Lvowesst and whose seat was CazrLson, was

Y Zraces of History in the Names of Places, p. 294,

% The Christion festival of AsH-Wednesday cannot but be a survival of

some ceremony in connection with WODANS ASH.
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identified with Arcrus,' the Great Bear, and the legends
of ArTHUR of BrITaIN preserve many relics of prehistoric
theology.

The mother of King ArrHur is said to have been
[oranE, and as graixe is Celtic for /sve, the name Icaraine(?)
presumably meant “the Mighty Love.” The Father of
King ARrTHUR, according to most versions, was UrHEr
Penpragon. The word Urnsrr, like Arruer, the Father
of Pan, may be equated with Ether, the superfine, all-

permeating atmosphere.
2/

@%
Lo o

8oy Bab

Figs. 805 and 806, consisting of a Dragon sur-
mounting a “pen,” may be understood as a rebus
reading “Pewpracon.”  This title was given to an
elective sovereign paramount over the many kings of
Britain, and was equivalent to “King of Kings.” A
dragon was the standard of the West Saxons, of the
Welsh, of the Phenicians, and of the Chinese Mancuu
dynasty.

The Three Queens zssociated with King Artaun may
be equated with the three maidens seated at the root of the
World’s Ash, and with the Triple Light-ray. Tennyson
refers thus to them as a triple fame:

L Chronicle of Gildas,
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“ Down from the casement over Arthur, smote
Flame-colour, vert and azure, in three rays,
One falling upon each of three fair queens,
Who stood in silence near his throne, the friends
Of Arthur, gazing on him, tall, with bright
Sweet faces, who will help him at his need”

These three Queens, Good Thought, Good Word, and
Good Deed, the builders of mystic Camelot, are said to
have come “from out a sacred mountain, cleft toward the
Sunrise.” ‘Twin mountain-peaks figure in nearly all ancient

5o

mythologies. In Inpra are MEeru and Karcasa, the Sunrise
mountains ; in CHALDEA a sacred mountain in the East was
contrasted with a second in the West, and, according to the
Egyptians, the Western mouth of Hades consisted of a
double mount between whose peaks the Sun rose and set.
The emblems herewith imply that the twin mountains were
simply another symbol of the Asvins.

The twin-peaked M was a letter called sax in the Dorian
alphabet, and its value was equivalent to s. The word San—
primarily meaning the Light of the One, and secondarily
Holy—is the radical of san, santa, sainte, saint, sanctus, santé,
sanitas, sane, sanguine, etc.

The twin peaks of fig. 811 are marked with the A A of
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the Auaws or Asvins invoked ante, < like two breasts, feed us
that we may live.” The HerriDEs contain two mountains

named “the Paps of Jura.”
In Egyptian the word as meant greas, and in the emblems

814

herewith the divine Asvins are portrayed lolling blissfully
upon two A’s. In nearly every case one of these A’s is
represented as dark and the other as white, presumably an
allusion to the idea expressed in the Vedas : “ One of them
shines brightly, the other is black ; twin sisters are they,
the one black, the other white,”!

Y Myihology of the Aryan Nattons, Cox, p. 207.
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Greek name for the Dawn. Craos, the Infinite Space (not
confusion)—whence Gods, men, and all things else arose, and
which existed, according to ancient cosmogonies, previous
to the creation of the universe—may be resolved into Ax
Aos, the Light, Spirit, or Essence of the Great A.

The Chaldean Aos was known alternatively as Hoa, and
it would seem that in his dual aspect the Holy Onz came
to be known somewhat indiscriminatingly as Oa,' Ao/
or Aal

One of the Gnostic’s terms for the Supreme Spirit was
{ao0, i.e. the ever-existent Ao and Tao, a Chinese name for
the Supreme Spirit—may be resolved into T-ao, the “re-
splendent Ao.”

The legends of Tao declare that he existed in the Great
Absolute prior to the birth of the elements, that he is the
“pure essence of the feen,” the “original ancestor of the
prime breath of life,” and the giver of form to the heavens
and the earth.* Chinese mythology represents Tao as a
divine emanation incarnate in a2 human form. He is termed
“the most high and venerable prince of the portals of gold
of the palace of the genii,”" and is said to have condescended
to a contact with humanity by becoming incorporated with
the “miraculous and excellent Virgin of Jasper.”

Among the Greeks the Twins were denominated anakes,
i.e. the One Great Light, and sometimes, instead of as Two,
the gnakes was 1nvoked as Four, under the names Axipros
(The Great Fire Eros ?), Axioxersa {The Great Fire, The
Great Ursa or Bear ), Axioxkersos, and Kavpmirr. The
Celestial children of the Creator were regarded as the
conquerors of darkness, the lords of light, ever youthful,

! The Polynesian word aloka means Jowe, friendshiyh, gratitude, and
bencvolence.

* HEIGHO is an English surname ; Ao is Polynesion for the Suarrise,

? PHARAOH'S alternative title was PrRaa,

4 8ir T. Thornton, History of China, i. 134.

R
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swift as thought, and possessed of a profound wisdom. In
Inp1a they were termed the VRriTramana because they
ushered in the Sunlight and destroyed Vrirra, the dark-
ness. The VRITRAxaNA were symbolised by two V’s as in
the designs herewith,

In fig. 821 they are supported upon the Diamond of
their Father, Dvaus, ie. the resplendent Avus or Life, and

¥Ry
o g

817

this emblem may be equated with the Twin Circles attached
to the Z.

The designer of figs. 823 and 824 evidently identified
the two strokes of the X with the Twin Circles, and the P
surmounting the two V’s on fig. 824 is simply another
form of the Labarum, f.e. P surmounting X. Ekse is the
Latin numeral for Ten or Azen, and the figure X is
composed by the combination, point to point, of two fues
or V's. :

The Druids used to invoke the Omnipotent and All
preserving Power under the symbol 1.O.W., and among
the Cabalistic names for the Deity occurs the word Imos,
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said to mean “The Eternal, absolute principle of crea-
tion and destruction, the male and female principle, the
author and regulator of time and motion.”* The circles of
Supreme Love and Knowledge represented in fig. 826
exhibit a singular resemblance to the regulating balls of
a steam-engine,

Among the Egyptians Io was identified with Isrs, and
among the Mayas of Central America lo was a sacrosanct
term implying “all that which lives and moves,” the

S

y &
=

% C

«Spirit of the Universe, the Boundless, the Infinite
One.”? Of the Maoris of Nrw Zraranp, who to this
day worship 2 First Cause under the name lo, Mr Cowan
writes,  Beneath all the personifications of natural things,
of the Sun and Moon and Stars, the Winds and the
QOcean, there are faint traces of some still more ancient
faith, the belief in a Great First Cause. This supreme
Being or Power is lo, a name occasionally to be heard in
ancient chants and genealogies. The resemblance of the
name to Devus, Deo, Zeus, louis, and other forms of the
Old World names for the Supreme God, has frequently
been remarked upon, but probably the likeness is merely

822

! Lexicon of Freemasonry, Mackey, p. 229.
¥ Queen Boo, pp. 151, 216, 221.
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verbal ; Io is no doubt a form of 7%, the core or animating
force of all things, the primal energising principle.” *

The letters lo are exhibited in the emblems below, and
in fig. 829 they appear upon the Vase of Light in conjunc-
tion with the Twin Circles.

To the Maorr mind Light was the primal Father and
Po was the passive “Mother Darkness,” The North
American Indian for water is po; po is the Chinese for
lake, and the European river-name Po is probably as-
signable to the same root? FEau, the French for waser,
is phonetically O, i.e. the feminine moiety of Io. In Old
English yeo, as in YroviL near AXMINSTER, meant wazer, but

0 & @

in yeoman and the surname YEo it is probable that the word
had an older signification.

Quio is an Indian place-name, and in Indian language
okio means beantiful. lowa is also an American place-name,
and in Hebrew the word Isoan means “Who is and
who will be (£).”  The Druidic invocation I.O.W. seemingly
implied the Male and Female Spirit of Creation and their
Offspring, the Twin Spirits of Love and Knowledge.

In fig. 830 the Celestial T'wins are supported by the

t The Maoriz of New Zealand, ]. Cowan, p. 103.

2 The River PO was alternatively known as the PaDUs, the “ Pavent of
Resplendent Light” ; the British ay or ¢y, meaning wwafer, may be compared
with the Norse 2, meaning siver, and all three terms may be equated with
the primal A. The Babylonian Goddess EA or the Great Deity may per-
haps be responsible for £a, another British form of ay or gp. Taw, a Celtic

term for #Zwer, is apparently resplendent 4w.
VOL. IL 2
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Flower of Light ; in figs. 831 and 832 they are springing

from between its lobes. Sometimes the Fleur-de-lys is
represented with twin stars upon it,! and sometimes, as in

333

830

the arms of the city of Frorence, bursting with golden
seeds. On fig. 833 is standing the Cock, “ Chanticler "—a
name apparently compounded of chamt and dilair — ¢ the
singer of the lightning.” Note the minute symbolism of

833 836 837

this cock ; his tail feathers are the fve of light; his wing
is inscribed S ; and his comb is a combination of three
and two.

That the Ir1s symbolised the Primal Fire is abundantly
evident from the examples herewith. Figs. 842 and 834
are encircled by a blaze of Flame ; fig. 834 is decorated with

834

* This emblem has been adopted as the crest of the Boy Scouts,
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the flickering lines of Fire; and figs. 836 and 837 are
designed in a form that suggests Fire.

Associated with figs, 838 to 840 are the Circles of
Perfection,’ and the S or SS of the Supreme Spirit is
artfully introduced into the forms of figs. 840, 841, 843,
and elsewhere. Our letter S is the Greek sigma, and the
earliest form of sigma was practically the same as our
modern Z. This letter subsequently assumed what Dr
Isaac Taylor calls “the ordinary lunar form C.7*

Fig. 843 is surmounted by a new moon or C. The

Vo
818 830 840 ’

841 842

name see is phonetically identical with ses, the ocean, Dutch
zee 5 and sinus, the Latin for a curving sea, is evidently cognate
with Sin, the God of Light, whose emblem was the crescent
moon or letter C. According to Prurarcw, the Egyptian

YA Flenr-de-lys associated with two circles is the arms of the town of
LISKEARD in CORNWALL. The main street in LiSKEARD is LUXE Street;
one of the boundaries of the borough is *“a certain cross which is called
LuxvCRross.” In the same district are LUXSTOWE and LUXULYAN. In
LISKEARD—Ze. the CAER or Seat of Eris, the Lord of Light—St LUKE's Day
used to be a prime festival.—See Allen (1.), Hést. of Bor of Liskeard.

F118 was essentially the Holy Land of ancient Greece. Watered by the
River ALPHEUS, it was the centre of peace and religion, and the site of the
OLYMPIC games. Armies were compelled to lay down their arms before
being permitted to pass through the favoured and sacred land. —See Buckley
{T. A, Great Cities of Anc. World, pp. 327-30. Compare also LISBON or
LISROA, the capital of ancient LUSITANIA., LISBON or OLISIPO is still known
in its most ancient part by the Moorish name ALFAMA, 7.¢, ALIF, the Sun A7

¥ The Alphabet, ii. 105.
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priests considered the sea “to proceed from fire,” ! and it
is seemingly this idea which is preserved in the words siuus,
sea, and zee,

The spear or rod-like core of figs. 844 and 84§ represents
iho, the primal, energising, and animating force of Light or
Rod of Jesse.  Infig, 844 it transfixes the wavy M of mare,
the Sea ; in other words, it is a combination of 1, the Holy
One, and O or eas—a variant of the symbolism known to
underlie the Maypole and its Ring. Under fig. 846,
designed with the suggestion of a fiery Backbone, is the

C}Q‘:
<

o
;5) 844 M

843 843 846

M of the Great Mother, and the divine T'wins are denoted
by the outspringing diamonds of Dyaus.

The word sigma resolves into #s ig ma, the “light of the
Mighty Mother.” In the Arabian alphabet the eguivalent
of sigma is named za, which must be cognate with the
European ee or sea.

The idea that Z, the original sign of sigma, once repre-
sented the zigzag lightning-flash or mighty Light, 1s to some
extent supported by the Greek and Hebrew names for Z.
In Greek Z is zeta, which resolves into zee £ a, the Fire of
the resplendent A.

The earliest forms or signs of zayin, the Hebrew for Z,

U I5is and Dsirds.
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are admittedly either a flame of fire or a duck.! The duck
was, as has been illustrated, identified with the Primal
Spirit floating on the primeval Ocean. The duck was
associated with Isis, who is said to have brought forth the
Sun ; and #essa, the Greek for duck, may be equated with
Nissa, the name of the Nymph who, according to Greek
legend, was the Mother of the Sun. According to Russian
fairy-tales, it was a duck and not a goose that laid the golden
eggs ; and in fig. 844 the attached circle may, no doubt, be
regarded either as the Sun or as the Golden Egg laid by the
primeval Goose.  Zasis, the Lithuanian word for goose,
must he allied to Zas, the Chinese Sun-god whose trumpeter
was the Golden Cock, and Zas must be allied to Zzrus and to
24, the Arablan sigma.

We meet with the zig of zigzag and sigma in the names
of the Northern Solar hero Siecrriep and of his parents
Stecrinoe and Sizomunp, The prevalence of twin heroes in
mythology is a fact that has often aroused comment, and
not infrequently the hero—as in the case of SiEGFRIED—is
the fruit of what the critics deprecate as “an incestuous
union ” of brother and sister.

At Dobowna, perhaps the oldest of all Greek Sanctuaries,
Zrus was worshipped as immanent in the sacred oak, and the
rustling of its leaves in the wind was his voice. The worship
of the oak prevailed almost universally in Europe, and the
peculiar sanctity of this tree in all probability arose from the
form of its parts. ‘The Acorn in its cap—which in fig. 848
surmounts the Bull of the Creator, and in fig. 847 is identified
with the P or Pa—was no doubt regarded as a lingam or com~
bination of I, the Holy Ong, and O, the generative cup or
crater. It would also appear that the leaves of the oak were
regarded as flaming and e{gfzr—lobed a sugpestion borne out

1 i For Zayin {Z}) we have to choose between the Flame and the Duck?
| —The Alphabet, Taylor, i, 111,

:
i
H
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by the Celtic word fa#, which means not only 02k, but also
fre. In fig. 849 a Trinity of Acorns are associated with two
leaves ; in fig. 850 the eight-lobed parent Flame is balanced
by Twin Acorns ; and fig. 851, the Holy Family of .O.W,,
consists of Four Acorns.

Among the Celts, Germans, and Slavs, it was strictly
prescribed that the sacred fire should be annually ignited by
the friction of two pieces of Osfwood, and in some countries
the new fire for the village was made on Midsummer Day
by causing ¢ wheel to revolve rapidly round an axle of ozk

ule E é i‘ §§
847 z:% %
348 S49 8z0 851

till the axle took fire.! This curious custom may have had
its origin from the idea that the Oak-tree symbolised the
Core, Pole, or Axis of Immaculate Fire. In fig. 852 the
three Acorns and two Leaves surmount a Solar Wheel, and
in fig. 853 this WHEEL, identified with Jesus Christ, is sup-
ported by the Twin Leaves of the Creative Unit, It was
the custom of the Druids to seek studiously for an oak-
tree having swo principal boughs in the form of 2 cross ; if

1 Frazer, Golden Bowgh, p. 203 Sometimes instead of a wheel the
machinery was “of a sgrare forin, in the centre of which was an axle-tree.
In some places three times three persons, in others three times nine, were
required for turning round by turns the axie-tree or wimble. If any of
them had been guilty of murder, adultery, theft, or other atrocious crime
it was imagined either that the fire would not kindle or that it would ba’
deveid of its usual virtne’—Golden Bowugh, i, 255.
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the two horizontal arms were not sufficiently adapted to the
figure, they fastened a cross beam to them, and the tree was
then consecrated by cutting upon its right branch the letters
Hesus, upon the middle stem Taranis, upon the left branch
Berenvus, and over them the word Tuavu'—ie. seemingly
t au, the resplendent Aw or A

In fig. 854 an Oak-tree is represented with three leaves,
arms, or boughs, and the Flower of Light thence springing
may be regarded as a diagram of the prophecy, “ And there
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a

852 853 854

Branch shall grow out of his roots.”® The designer of fig.
854 would thus appear to have identified Christ, the Healer
of the World, with the “Golden Bough,” the Branch or
offshoot of the Oak. Mistletoe used to be called Ar
Heat, as it was supposed to be a universal healer, and a
remedy against every kind of poison. According to Prixy,
¢ the Druids esteem nothing more sacred than the mistletoe

Y Vel of Isis, W. Winwoode Reade, pp. o, 151,
2 Compare Slgv Fairy-Tale:
“0 Qak Tree so green and with acorns of gold,
In my helplessness I to thee cry ;
In Heaven's great name now to beg I make bold
My pressing needs pray satisfy.”
Slaw Tales, p. 339
3 Isaiah xi. 1.



24 THE LOST LANGUAGE OF SYMBOLISM

and the tree on which it grows, provided that the tree is
an Oak. They believe that whatever grows on these trees
is sent from Heaven, and is a sign that the tree has been
chosen by the God himself. The mistletoe is very rarely
to be met with; but when it is found they gather it
with solemn ceremony. . . . They hall 1t as the umiversal
healer,”!

It was unti} lately the custom at York Minster to carry
Mistletoe to the High Altar at Christmas Eve, and to
prochim at the gates of the City towards the four quarters
of Heaven, a public and universal pardon.?

The twwin leaves and translucent, pearl-like berries (usually
twins) of the Mistletoe, or Misseldew ? as it is alternatively
called, probably symbolised the celestial semen, dew, or sap
of the Supreme Spirit. The mistletoe plant was regarded
as the vital seat of the Oak-tree’s life, and it was believed
by country people that a potion prepared from mistletoe
would make barren animals fertile.

In the oldest Vedic hymns the Celestial Twins are wor-
shipped with 2 peculiar reverence as able not merely to
heal sickness, but also to restore the aged to youthfulness.

AcL Hear, the European mistletoe, corresponds to
Soma,* the God of the Eastern Soma plant, who is said to
clothe the naked and Aeal/ the sick. His attributes are
summed up in the lines:

U CL Golden Bough, il 286,

* Winwoode Reade, Veil of fsis, p. 238.

# Among the scintillating many-ineanings of the word INDRa, the
“Enduring A" are “dew” and “sap” The medieval English word for
dew was Dvau, and it would thus appear that our “dew™ is cognate, if
not identical, with the Sanscrit DyU (brilliant) and Dyaus (the Sky), so named
a being the glistering offspring of the brilliant sky. The Cornish for tiod
was Dew, and the French DIZU has evidently the same ancestry as the
English drw. .

1 SoM4, the personification of the plant, is extolled as the Creafor and
Father of the Gods, Hindoo Mythology, W. . Wilkins, p, 5g.

s
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“This Soma is 2 god ; he cures
The sharpest ills that man endures,
He heals the sick, the sad he cheers,
He nerves the weak, dispels their fears ;
The faint with martial ardour fires,
With lofty thoughts the bard inspires ;
The soul from earth to heaven he lifts ;
- So great and wondrous are his gifts,
Men feel the god within their veins,
And cry in loud exulting strains :

‘We've quatted the Soma bright,
And are immortal grown ;
We’ve entered into light,
And all the gods have known.,
What mortal now can harm,
Or foeman vex us more ?
Through thee, beyond alarm,

Immortal god, we soar.””!

Although Soma is here hailed as masculine, the name
Soma was and still is given to the Moon. “How and why
this change took place,” says Wilkins, ““is unknown, but in
the later of the Vedic hymns there is some evidence of the
transition.” *

It was said that “Somas is the Moon, the food of the
Gods,” and that *““the Sun has the nature of Acwi, the
Moon of Soma.’® The Israelitish Manna, described by the
Rabbis as like pearls, and in the Old Testament as a honey-
sweet, small, round seed resembling hoar-frost, fell during the
night and had to be gathered before the rays of the Sun
became so hot as to melt it.

At the solemn ceremonials of the Druids the Chief
Priest wore a golden crescent on his breast, and the Mistletoe,

v Hindoo Myihology, Wilkins, p. 6o
Y Jiid., p. 62. : 3 J5id.
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at full moon, was reverently cut from the Oak by means of
a golden sickle—evidently the emblem of the crescent
Moon, or So ma, the « Fire Mother.”

Part of the Imperial insignia of Japan is three crescent-
shaped agates, one red, one white, and one blue. The
meaning of red is Love, of white, Purity, and of blue,
Truth, In fig. 845 the three C's of “Soma™ or “Sioma”
are linked into a rose-surmounted Trinity.

During the Festival of the Mistletoe-cutting, swo whize
bulls were brought to the foot of the oak-tree, and these

VPERRET,

855

twin Bulls are curiously referred to in a Druidic folk-song
current in France and England. The English version runs :

“T will sing you my one O'!
(Chorusy  What is your one O 2
One is all alone,
And ever doth remain so.
(Chorus)  What is your two 027

To this query the answer returned is “two white boys
clothed in green,” but in the French version it is denx
beufs awclés a une cogue, tls vont expiver—wvoyex lo mer-
veifle 7' The custom of kissing under the mistlctoe was
once associated with the rwe circles looped into cach other, as
shown in fig. 682, p. 289, vol. 1. A writer in Notes and Queries
describing old English Christmas custors says, with regard

1 See Reade, Verd of lsds, p. 234
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to the mistletoe « Kissing-bunch,” that it was © always an
elaborate affair. . . . The size depends upon the couple of
hoops—aone thrust through the other—which form its skeleton.
Fach of the ribs is garlanded with holly, ivy, and sprigs
of other greens, with bits of coloured ribbons® and paper
roses, rosy-cheeked apples, and oranges. Three small dolls are
also prepared, and these represent our Saviour, the Mother
of Jesus, and Joseph. These dolls generally hang within
the kissing-bunch by strings from the top, and are sur-
rounded by apples and oranges tied to strings, and various
brightly-coloured ornaments.  Occasionally the dolls are
arranged to represent 2 manger scene. Generally a bit of
mistletoe is obtainable, and this is carefully tied to the
bottorn of the kissing-bunch, which is then hung up in the
middle of the house place.” *

It is still 2 custom to pluck a mistletoe berry for every
kiss taken, and it is fairly evident that the Christmas
mistletoe kiss was originally a quasi-sacramental pledge of
atonement, reconciliation, and goodwill. The Christmas
Tree, garlanded with bright balls, decked with candles and
gifts, and surmounted by a Father Christmas or a Fairy
Queen, is obviously a symbol of the Great Giver.

In Nursery-tale the Celestial T'wins figure as the Babes
in the Wood, and in many versions these two innocents
are banished by their ignorant parents, because—like the
Goose of the golden egg-—every morning a piece of gold
falls from the children’s mouths. According to some
accounts, the boy Babe when grown up plays the réle of
a SIEGFRIED or a PERSEUS.

But a still larger cycle of mythology deals with brothers,
one of whom quarrels with and slays the other. The

1 These may be compared with the many-coloured streamers of the
Maypole and the Tambourine.
% (877, s5th series, viil, p. 481.
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Hebrew sign for Cain and Agen’ is “ the Twins,” * and the
murder of ABzr, the “keeper of sheep,” by Cain, the
“tiller of the ground,” apparently typifies the death of Love
at the hands of his brother Learning.® Similarly Barpur
was done to death by the machinations of Loxr—a form
of Locos or Reason.

In Egyptian mythology Ser, the Darkness, is figured
fighting against Hoxrus, the Light, and at a later period the
myth was transferred to Tvedon and Osiris. AHRIMAN
and Ormuz were said to be twin brothers, and probably
Lucirer, the fallen angel, was originally the twin brother
of his opponent Micuaer. In all these and many other
instances the idea underlying is that the brothers were
primarily Twin Rulers; that subsequently one revolted
against the other, and that ultimately this rebel came to
be tegarded as the Devil—Prince Lucirzr, the fallen star.*
The Asvins were said to be one white and the other black,
and it will be remembered that the riddle of the “ Princess
with the Golden Hair” was correctly guessed in the words,
“ You must be Time, including #ighr and 2ay.”* Tennyson
catches this idea in the lines :

1 AriL and CANE or KANE are English surnames.

2 Bible Foll-Love, p. 10,

3 The Polynesians in their traditions of the genesis of humanity record
that there was “darkness from the first division unto the tenth, to the
hundredth, to the thousandth—that is for a vast space of time; and fhese
divisions of time were considered as befngs and were each aamed—(Poly-
sesian Mythalogy, Sir George Grey, p. 1.) In all probability the Semitic
Patriarchs will prove to be persenifications of various past eras and epochs.

* The names of the most noted Brethren yield very curivus results, £,
in ancient Mexico King CaN is said to have had three sons, two of whom,
quarrelled, and Prince Aac (7.e. A the great?) slew Prince Corr (/.. the great
OP). ABnL or OBEL, the Ball O, was murdered by Caln, the great one A.
JACOB, the great Onp, supplanted ESAU, the light A, BsLDU, the enduring
BaLL, was done to death by LOKI, Lord Great I. LUCIFER or [DIABOLUS, the
resplendent OBULUS, struggles with MICHAEL—OM-1K-A-EL,

5 Symbolised in fig. 856.
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“. . . The Bright one in the highest
Is brother of the Dark one in the lowest,
And Bright and Dark have sworn that I, the child
Of thee, the great Earth-Mother, thee, the Power
That lifts her buried life from gloom to bloom,
Should be for ever and for evermore

The Bride of Darkness,”!

Among nearly all primitive peoples it is believed that
the Farth and Sky were once wedded, but that long ages ago
something—in some instances a snake—cut them asunder.
The Hindoos speak of the marriage between Drvaus, the
glistening sky or ether, and Nisaricry, the Earth ; and a
legend of the Polynesian “ savages” records that: “ Up to

856

this time the vast Heaven has still ever remained separated

from his spouse the Earth. Yet their mutual love still

continues—the soft warm sighs of her loving bosom still
ever rise up to him, ascending from the woody mountains
and valleys, and men call these mists; and the vast Heaven,
as he mourns through the long nights his separation from
his beloved, drops frequent tears upon her bosom, and men
seeing these, term them dewdrops.” ®

The poetic marriage of Earth and Heaven is identical in
idea with the theologic marriage of Christ and His mystic
Bride, the Church on Earth. It is alternatively expressed
in the passage, ‘“Mercy and Truth are met together ;
Righteousness and Peace have kissed each other. Truth
shall spring out of the earth ; and Righteousness shall lock
down from Heaven.”® This marriage, reconciliation, or

v Demeter and Perseplone.
¢ Sir George Grey, Polynesian Mytholagy, p- 10. # Psalms.
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atonement—i.e. a making one—nof an ‘“expiation,” was
denoted by the two linked circles of the All-healing
Mistletoe-Bunch, and it 1s again denoted in fig. 857 by the
kiss of the Twin Cherubs ;* the scattering flowers, like the
many-coloured ribbons of the Maypole and the Mistletoe-
Bunch doubtless symbolise the resulting joys and pleasures.
In figs. 859 to 861 the Twin Children of Light are repre-
sented by C’s, which in figs. 862 to 864 are clasped in an
embrace. The centres of fig. 862 are twin-balls or circles,
and from the extremities spring seeds, berries, or dewdrops.

The double cross on which the C’s or crescents of fig. 864
are interclasped is the ancient form of the Greek Z, ie.
Zeta, the parent Flame. 'That this word meant 27 /gu, the
light of the Tau or resplendent Av, is confirmed by the
form T introduced into fig. 863.

The Celestial Twins of Love and Knowledge or Religion
and Science were not only expressed by two circles, two
children, and two eyes, but also by the twin pillars ; and
these twin pillars thus, IT, are the Zodiacal sign of Gemini.

In Egypt the two pillars known as the North Pole of
Day or Light and the South Pole of Night or Darkness,®

! The Two Golden Cherubim guarding the Atk were no doubt the same

symbol,
¥ Stons and Symbols of Primordial Man, Churchward, p. zoI.
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symbolised the Portals of Eternity, the Gateway of Life, the
Door of Heaven.

Infig. 865 the two pillars are bridged by a rosary of per-
fections, and in figs. 866 and 867 the pillars are intertwined.

15475

860 861

859

In fig. 868 the Holy Four are expressed by a Flower
of Light, the sides of which are C’s or Sigmas.
The symbol of the Twin Pillars bears a general re-

(

363 864

semblance to the sign H, the letter of stability (s-#c£), A, the
resplendent Self-Existent ; and from the fact that the twin
circles are at times found associated with a capital H, it
is reasonable to infer that H, the eiph#h character of our
alphabet, was looked upon as peculiarly the letter of Re-



32 THE LOST LANGUAGE OF SYMBOLISM

generation or Atonement. The regenerating § appears in th.c
centre of the airch (fig. 869) herewith. Under the symbol.lc
picture of Usnas,! the dawn, on page 67, fig. 167, vol. 1.,

867

36s

there occurs a combination of two H’s, These two aifches
stand for the Hoxrsss, i.¢. the CHorzrs or CHERUBS, or alterna-
tively for the HariTs, another name of the Asvins. The
word karits has survived in Craritss, the Greek Graces,
and in our word charity.

868

The inscription under fig. 866 is illegible, but that
under fig. 867 is “Apami” The mystics regarded Apam
and EvE not as two individuals but as a generic symbol of
Humanity. They conceived Everyman as being dual in
his character, and as having within himself the masculine

! The Hindoo USHAS is sald to have sprung from the head of DyavUs in
the same way as the Greek Minerva sprang from the head of ZEUS.
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attributes of Intellect, Science, or Understanding, and the
feminine characteristics of Love, Religion, or Will* There
has always been a school of Philosophy which has maintained
that the story of Apsm and Evr is an extended allegory,
and that the “ Fa]l” oceurs in every individual who, allowing
his *““better half " to be seduced by the serpent of sensu-
ality, self-indulgence, or materialism, loses his primitive
innocence. It has been sald that the Adve of Mary reverses
the curse of Ewva, and that Christ, born of the Spirit, is
the Saviour and Redeemer of the new Adam. There is no
mertion in Genesis of Adam having awakened from the
deep sleep into which he is recorded to have been thrown.
The Cabalists termed the awakened Apam, Z.e. the regenerate
man “ Apamkaipmoxn,” and to this term the inscription
Apamr under fig. 866 appears to bear some relation.

The symbolism of the Celestial Twins, the twin dew-
drops of the Holy Spirit, the divine duality lurking in the
soul of Everyman, the double yox and the double me, may
possibly elucidate that enigmatic passage in the Apocrypha,
“For the l.ord himself, having been asked by someone
when his Kingdom should come, said, When the two
shall be one, and the outside as the inside, and the male
with the female.”?

I The names under which these two halves of the sou! were designated
vary to a certain extent, but the fundamental idea of a hard and a soft side,
a worser and a better self, has persisted from time immemorial. Many
mystics use the terms Understanding for Knowledge or Truth, and W¥ for
Love. “There are,” says Robert Boyle, “two things which most enable man
and make him resemble the Gods—to know the Truth and to do good; for
thatdivinerpart of man—the soul—which aloneis capableof wearing the glorious
image of its Author, being endowed with fwo chief facrlties—ithe undersiand-
ing and the wil{—the former is blest and perfectionated by knowledge, and the
laster’s loveliest and most improving property is geodness.”-— Natwral Phiio-
sophy, Robert Boyle, London, 1664. It is” says an eighteenth-century
mystic, * in this double purification of the Understanding and of the Will that
the interior life consists.”— Indroduction to Fenelon's Works, vol, i., Antwerp,
1723 2 2 Clement xil. 2.
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CHAPTER XV

THE WHITE HORSE

“ Nothing is clearer than the marvellous persistence of traditional and
immemorial modes of thought, even in the face of conquest and subjuga-
tion.”—E. ANWYL (Celfic Religion). .

Tur Welsh chronicles relate of Brrrain that “the first of
the three chieftains who established the colony was Hu the
Mighty, who came with the original settlers. They came
aver the hazy sea from the summer country, which is
called Deffrobani—that is where Constinoblys now stands.”*

Huy the Mighty, a Sun-god whom Squire equates with
the Irish Luc or Lucu and with the Welsh Liev or Ligw,®
is said to have obtained his dominion in Britain not by
war and bloodshed, but by justice and peace. By the
slaying of a Dragon-like monster he caused the cessation
of disastrous floods ; then federating his people into tribes
as a first step towards civil government, he taught them
the art of agriculture, and was the first to draw on British
soil a furrow with the plough. e laid the foundations of
literature and history by the institution of bardism, and is
therefore called the first of the “ Three National Pillars of
the Isle of Britain.”?

The Welsh word /Zew, meaning Jghr and also fon, is
probably a corroded form of &/ Hu, “Lord Hu,” and may
¥ Iriad, 4. ® Mythology of Ancient Britain, p. 2, ¥ Jhid,

2
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certainly be equated with the Irish Sun-god Lucr. At about
the period 2000 B.c. ILU was an Assyrian name for the
“One Great God.”* Lug, an alternative title of Luen, is
a contracted form of Lucgus, the Gaulish Sun-god, and the
Gaulish Lucus is what the Greeks called Locos, the divine
Worp or Rrason.

The Celtic for mind was Aew 3 Au in Chinese means Sir
or Lord,and Hvan, the British Christian name, is defined by
the authorities as meaning “ mind, soul, spirit.”? In Egypt
the word £Zn, 1.e. ak Hu (1), “ Great Hu,” meant the “shin-
ing, translucent, transparent, intangible essence of a man, and
the word is on the whole, perhaps, best rendered by
spirit.” ¢

Hwy, the name of the All-pervading, is a root whose
ramifications are discernible in many directions. It is
apparent in Dyau or Dvyu, the bright and heavenly divinity
of India and Greece; in Tsaou, the Chinese Supreme Reason ;
and it is again recognisable in Humr, the Egyptian All-
Father. The primitive and elementary Hu may be traced
not only in the simplicities of such names as the French
Huon and the English Hewin, Husert, Gooprew, etc.,
but in the intricacies of God-names such as the Mexican
Hurrzon and HurtziLorocHTLY,

The ancient name of Mzxico was Awauuvac, and the
word Auaca there meant not only sacred but also a mmaulus
or artificial Al

The English counties of GrLoucrsTERSHIRE, WORCESTER~
SHIRE, and part of WarwIcksHIRE, were once called Huicceas,
and constituted the territory of a pecple known as the
Huiccrr,*  These Hurcenr were presumably worshippers

! Pinches (T. G.), £el. of Bab. and Ass., p. 118.

2 New Iins. Dict. of Englisk Language, p. 446.

% 4 Guide lo the Egyptian Collections in the British Musenm, p. 156,
4 Wilson, famperial Gazetfesr, i, 1032.
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of Hu ik, the “ Great Hu,” and may be compared with the
Quictszs, 1.2, the “ Ax Huisues” of Central America. Huisy
is to this day an English surname ; within the once sacred
precincts of Avesury there is a Hursa Hiur, and elsewhere
in BrrTaixn are several towns named Huisu or Hewrsn,

Hucr Town in the Scillies is overlooked by a hill
known as the Hu, and Aeugh is an old generic term for crag
or c/iff.

Hu the Mighty was seemingly the God of Gentleness ;
his name is the root of Aumane, winsome, wistful, and whisper,
and he is still invoked by children as ““ Gentle Jeshz, meek
and mild.” The syllables Huisu have coalesced into Aus#,
and the modern mother whispering Hushabye Baby un-
consciously murmurs the benediction, “May the light of
Hu be with ye, baby.”!

In Greek the word ex means good, soff, pleasing, or well—-
whence such terms as euphony, a pleasing sound ; exphemism,
a soft expression ; and euphrasia, delight.

The Wiltshire Huisu is in the Prwsey district, and the
name HuoH is again recognisable in Pucs, a corrosion of
Ar-nu. The Mighty Hv is also probably responsible for
the place-names such as Wick, Wickrow, WieTown, and
W EXFORD.

Close to Huen Town in the Sciiries is a place named
Guah, and the surname and place-name Kew may probably
be resclved into gk Hu.

The patronymic Guy is defined by name dictionaries as
meaning sense, and in France gwe or gui means mistleroe. It

! Compare the Old Testament injunction, “ On this wisc ye shall bless the
children of Israel, saying unta them, the Lord bless thee and keep thee: the
Lord make f% face shine wpon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lord
Iift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace : and they shall put my
name upon e ckifeiren of lsrael; and 1 will bless them.”—Numbers vi. 23-
27. “Hush” is supposed to ba a ¥ purely imitative word” Its Danish formn
is HYSSE and its Swedish HyssjA. Compare name HUSHAL,
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is still 2 custom in certain parts of Frawce for children on
New Year’s Day to run along the streets and rap at all the
doors, crying “ Au gui fan né ! or © Au gui 'an neuf!”" In
the Island of Szin in Brirrany there is an annual mistletoe
feast, on which occasion an altar covered with green boughs
is erected in the centre of a circular piece of ground. Thence
a procession starts, and thither, having marched round
the island, 1t returns. Mousicians form the vanguard, and
these are followed by children carrying bill-hooks and oak
branches, and leading ax ox and 4 Aorse covered with flowers.
After them a huge crowd, which stops at intervals, crying
© Gui-na-né, voild le gui 171

The flower-laden Horse that figures in this ceremony
was the symbol of the Divine Mind or Reason, and equus,
the Latin for Zorse, resolves into the light of Ex Hu, ie.
the great mind, soul, or spirit.

According to Prato, the Horse signified in a good
sense “reason and opinion coursing about through natural
things,” and in a bad sense, “a confused fantasy.”? The
Hebrew word for Aorse means also w0 explain. “The sig-
nification of a horse as denoting the intellectual principle was
derived,” says Swedenborg, “from the ancient church to

the wise round about, even into Greece ; hence it was, that’

in describing the sun, by which is signified love, they placed
therein the god of their wisdom and intelligence, and
attributed to him a charjot and four fiery horses; and in
describing the god of the sea, inasmuch as by sea was
signified sciences in general, they also allotted horses to
him ; hence, too, when they described the birth of the
sciences from the intellectual principle, they feigned a flying
horse, which with his hoof burst open a fountain, where
were virgins who were the sciences ; nor was anything else

I Reade, Veil of Isis, p. 238.
? Madeley, Tke Science of Correspondence, p. 194.
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signified by the Trojan horse but an artful contrivance of
the understanding to destroy Walls ; at this day, indeed,
when the intellectual Principle is described, agreeably to
the custom received from the ancients, it is usually described
by a flying horse or Pegasus, and erudition by a fountain ;
but it is known scarcely to anyone that Aorse, in a mystical
sense, signifies the understanding, and that a fountan
signifies truth ; still less is it known that these significations
were derived from the ancient Church to the Gentiles.”

Tacrrus records that in some parts of Northern Europe
snow-white horses were reared at the public expense in a
sacred grove and never used for service. When the King
as High Priest yoked them to the sacred chariot, their
neighing and snorting were carefully observed and the will
of the Gods therefrom inferred, since it was firmly believed
-that these 'white horses bnew the plans of the heavenly powers.!
The Druids and also the Persian Magi® practised divina-
tion by means of white horses, and in the Japanese Shinto
Temples there is still maintained a sacred horse——generally
an albino—known as the Jimme. In the temple of Nikko
there are kept three snow-white horses, and in the innermost
shrine of this sacred wonder-spot is nothing but a burnished
disc or patera symbol of Nixxo or Father Nicrouas, the
Unique O,

The colour White has always been accepted as the
symbol of innocence of soul, purity of thought, holiness of
life ; and the words whize and wheas are radically Huyz and
Hueer. Hu, as the God of Mind, must be responsible for
the words wor and wist, meaning to Anow——of wiz, meaning
clever, and also of Aumonr or humenr. Wit is mental gcure-
ness or acumen, and to wher means to make sbhute.

The coin of Cunorsrinus mentioned anse as bearing

L Northern Mythalogy, Kauffinan, p. 30.
3 Borlase, Awl. of Cornwall, p. 144.
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the device of a wheat-spike® has on its werso a dual-tailed
horse. In fig. 870 the Horse is transfixed by a spike, pole,
or axis ; In figs. 871 and 873 it is coursing over the Holy
Hills, and a three- and seven-fold flaming tree or pillar of

370

light 1s introduced into the background.?® In fig. 872 the
column or trunk is rooted upon the primal A and the
celestial steed is supported by the two C’s or crescent moons
of the Cuarites. In Sanscrit the word Aarif, meaning tie
Hpht of morning, bright, and resplendent, means also horse,

(
A
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Among Oriental nations the White Horse was a symbol
of the Sun, and in the Vedas there is an entire hymn
addressed to the Sun as a Horse. The English Zorse, akin
to gorse, i1s almost identical with the French ours, a éear.

1 The Cornish for a beard of wheat was kxliu—the Great God HU. The
Cornish for corn was 7z or {2/

% The emblem of a Harse and Palm-tree is found upon the coinage of
CARTHAGE.



40 THE LOST LANGUAGE OF SYMBOLISM

Hexcist and Hozxssa mean the Swallion and the Mare.
Horsa, a mare, may be equated with #rsa, a bear, and may be
resolved into Horus, the Ever-established Golden Light.
In Icelandic Aorse is Aross, in Dutch ros, in German ross, and
in Old High German Aros—all equally resolvable into Horus
or Eros.

Ros is the Latin for dew, which is symbolically equal to
the Sanscrit Dynuu, the French Dizv, and the Cornish Dep,}
meaning God. ln Cornish ros means mountain® and wheel.
Ros is also the Celtic for Aeask, for which the Latin is erica.

875

874

From this word eriza it would appear that the poetic ancients
regarded the purply-pink globules of the heath blossom as
the ambrosia or honey-dew of Great Fire A.

There are still to be seen in BrrTarn certain monumental
white horses carved on Hi/l-sides. Most of these figures are
in WiLrsHIRE ;° notably at Pewsey and CusruiLL? In
WarwicksHIRE® there is a red horse, and at BrarTon (Bur-
aron) Hill, near WesTBuRY,® 2 white one.

Fig. 875 herewith is a facsimile of the celebrated white
horse near Surivenuam7? in BErkSHIRE.

1 Compare surnames DEwW, Dow, and Daw.,

? In Cornish monadk al