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PREFACHK.

®HEN the title-page of a new book in any degree
interests the reader, his first desire is to learn,
in brief, the nature and aim of the work. To
indicate, therefore, the subject, plan and char-
acter of the present volume, the writer makes
the following prefatory statements:

The visible universe is a manifestation of its
invisible Creator, an objective revelation of his
eternal wisdom and power and goodness. The
vast globes and controlling forces of tlie universe
are a manifestation of his creative might; the perfection of the
arrangements which secure its safety and welfare is a manifestation
of his all-comprehending knowledge ; and the number, variety and
beauty of its productions are a manifestation of his boundless
beneficence. All the designs and adaptations it exhibits are God’s
designs and adaptations. Itselements and the laws which govern
them had their origin in the conceptions and purposes of God. All
the ideas disclosed in it are God’s ideas. In the forms, properties and
relations of the various bodies and substances which comnpose it, we
discern the thoughts that “in the beginning” occupied the Divine
Mind. Whatever exists in any particular shape, color, or condi-
tion in the vast creation, so exists because God willed its existence
to be such. And thus whatever he has made is an expression of
his nature or character. Ivery organized being, every unor-
ganized substance, every force, every aflinity, in nature, reads
to man a lesson of highest import eoncerning his Maker and Pre-
gerver. Every flowing stream, every moving breeze, cvery descend-
ing ray of licht, brings him a message full of divinity.

Creation is a book, written within ana without by the finzer of
God, and, to him who can read it, is full of sublinic and priccless
()
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instruction. Its pages are crowded with significant imagery, with
expressive types and symbols of eternal truths and realities, por-
trayed and imprinted there by the great Father of all for the edu-
cation of his earthly offspring as heirs of immortality. Every
material object is suggestive to them of some moral truth, and
every natural process is symbolical of some spiritual change or
progress. And it is altogether a most interesting and profitable
study to trace out this resemblance or analogy between things nat-
ural and things spiritual. He who with a devout mind searches
diligently into the arrangements and relations, structures and
functions, properties and beauties, of material nature, will con-
stantly meet with exhibitions which shall seem to him as the pages
of Scripture, written on the fields and the forests, in the stars and
on the clouds, in the solid rocks and on the waves of the sea.

There is such a correspondence, such a similarity, characterizing
the material and the spiritual, that no small portion even of the
“gospel of grace ” may be read from the fair face of nature. How
many of the divine discourses of the Great Teacher are composed,
wholly or in part, of simple translations of the inarticulate language
of nature—of the lilies of the field and fowls of the air, of the sun
arising and the rain descending on the evil and the good, of the
salt without savor, the leaven in the meal, the pearl of great price,
the seed among thorns and on the rock and in the good soil, the
vine and its branches, the lost and wandering sheep, the hen gath-
ering her brood under her wings, the seed dying in the ground to
multiply its kind, the fruitless fig tree, the wind blowing where it
listeth, the fields whitening for the harvest, the sky red and lowering,
etc. The lessons which the Saviour read from these objects were
not new ideas, not new truths fresh from heaven, but old, and
which nature had presented before man for his instruction ever
since the world began. He simply taught men how to read and
understand them. His beautiful parables and many of his exqui-
site illustrations are but literal interpretations of the silent lan-
guage of these and other objects in nature. Hence we learn from
highest authority, that the same principles of law and order rule
in the world of matter as are ordained to govern in the world of
mind, and that what may be traced of the attributes and character
of the great God, in the book of nature, is in perfect accord with
what is taught in the book of inspiration.

If we would select a special object or province for this kind of
study—for the ficld is boundless—we could not find one richer in
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illustrations of the divine perfections, of the doctrines of redeem-
ing grace, and of the interests and duties and hopes of man, than
that which has been chosen for the subject of this volume—THE
SUN. This great and central luminary, by his potent and all-
embracing influences, is intimately connected with all the marvel-
lous facts embraced within the whole circle of the Natural Sciences.
To the mind acquainted with what geometry has demonstrated
respecting its distance, magnitude and attraction; with what the
telescope has revealed as existing and transpiring upon its surface;
with what the spectroscope has read of the mystic inscriptions upon
its descending beams; with what chemistry has brought to light of
the wonder-workings of its invisible rays; with what observation
has detected of its waves of magnetic influence thrilling the solid
globes of all its planets; and with what experiment and computation
have proved of the stupendous work its heat daily accomplishes—
to such a mind, the Sun presents a concourse of phenomena of the
most interesting, most sublime and inspiring character. To the
man at all familiar with these facts, if imbued with the spirit of
piety, the Solar Orb is as a glorious SHECHINA, poised aloft in the
great temple of creation, forever witnessing to the eternal wisdom,
power and glory of its Maker and Builder, who is God.

In Holy Writ, the Sun stands as a symbol of the MgessiAg.
There he is entitled “The LicuT of the World,” and “ The Sux oF

licuTEOUsNEss.”  And of all objects within the reach of human
vision, the Sun is the most worthy type of him who is ¢ the Bright-
ness of the Father’s glory;” and its forces and functions, in the
system of nature, offer the most striking and instructive analogies
of his divine character, gracious offices, and moral relations, as the
Saviour of the world. And it is to the contemplation of these
analogies that the following pages are devoted.

The Analogies of the great Orb of Day to the Sun of Righteous-
ness are many and various; and, for the sake of order and clear-
ness, those here traced have been classified according to their nature
and import, and are presented under the following distinet heads:
First, those of the Sun as the Primary Globe ; second, as the Foun-
tain of Light; third, as the Source of Heat; fourth, as a Chemical
Agent; fifth, as a Magnetic Centre; and, sixth, as the Centre of
Grantation.

The plan adopted and pursued throughout the work is simply
this: Each particular Analogy is briefly and clearly enunciated,
and forms the subject of a distinet chapter, in which, first, are
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related and described the natural phenomena pertaining to the
Sun which supply it, as revealed by the latest and most accurate
deductions of seience; then the spiritual parallel to all these in
the character, or offices, or relations of the Sun of Righteousness,
is traced out, and its speecific instructions presented. These will
be found, throughout, both evangelical in their sentiments and
catholic in their spirit. The writer nowhere descends to discuss,
much less to advocate, any denominational distinetions or pecu-
liarities. In this regard, his aim has been to be as general and
impartial in the statement of grand truths, as the Sun, of which he
speaks, is in shedding down his light and heat upon the face of the
earth.

Contemplated under the several aspects exhibited in these Anal-
ogies, the Solar Orb will be found to typify and beautifully
illustrate most, if not all, of the gracious doctrines of the gospel
which relate to the Sun of Righteousness. Its every foree, every
function, every law, every phenomenon, will be discovered to
enshrine spiritual lessons of profoundest interest and importance;
while all these taken together constitute it a sublime Symbol of him
who, as a Divine Luminary, arose with light and healing in his
beams on a benighted and dying world.

Such is the subject, and such is the character of this volume.
And if its readers, be they few or many, shall derive from its
perusal a tithe of the pleasure and profit which the author has
experienced in the study of the subjects it presents, his fondest
hopes concerning it will be realized, and his long labor in its prep-
aration will not fail of its highest reward.
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THE CELESTIAL SYMBOL.

MMEDIATELY upon the fall of our unhappy
progenitors, Adam and Eve, and ere yet the
gates of the forfeited paradise had closed
behind them, the Most Hicr graciously
made known to them that the purpose of
his heart concerning them was still a pur-
pose of mercy; a Vanquisher of the serpent
was promised ; in the fullness of time, “the
Seed of the woman should bruise the

serpent’s head,” and paradise be regained.

The character of this coming Deliverer, and the nature
of the victory he was to achieve, however, were not fully
announced at once, but gradually as men were able
to receive the revelation; at first in general promises.or
preficurations, then by types and ceremonies of various
kinds, and finally through clearer symbols and more
explicit predictions.

The objects chosen as types and symbols of the
promised Saviour were many and various; some being
designed to point out particular features in his character
as a Divine Messenger, others to refer to his works of
mercy and love, and others still to his sufferings as an

atonine sacrifice. Hence some were of a more limited and
3 (33)
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some of a more extended significance than others. They
were, moreover, taken from every province of nature,
animate and inanimate; the bleeding Lamb, the falling
Manna, the gushing Rock, the Brazen Serpent, the Rose
of Sharon, the Lion of Judah, the odoriferous Incense,
the fruitful Vine, the morning Star, etc. But of all the
Types and Symbols employed in the sacred volume to
represent the advent of the Blessed Messiah the most
instructive and sublime is The Rising of the Sun upon
a world wrapped in darkness. No symbol could be more
significant or appropriate than this to prefigure the ap-
pearing of him who should come to rescue the benighted
and lost, to restore sight to the blind and liberty to the
captive, to give to the sorrowing beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning, and the garments of praise
for the spirit of heaviness; for the Rising Sun is the
source of light and life, the hope of the lost in darkness,
the guide of the erring, the comfort and the joy of
all.  Hence the frequent use of this image by the sacred
writers. ‘

“Unto you that fear my name,” says the prophet
Malachi, “shall the Su~n orF RiGHTEOUSNESS arise with
healing in his wings.”

Isaiah, who by way of distinction has been styled the
Evangelical Prophet, likewise employs the same sub-
lime symbol in addressing the chureh of his day concern-
ing the hope of Israel: “The Redeemer shall come to
Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in
Jacob, saith the Lord. DBechold the darkness shall cover
the earth, and gross darkness the people; but the Lord
shall Arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee: and the Gentiles shall come to thy Licur, and
kings to the brightness of thy Risixg.”

The same inspired Secer carried forward in the spirit
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of prophecy, speaks of this event, in another place, as if
already accomplished : “Arise, shine; for thy ILicur is
come, and the glory of the Lord is Risex upon thee: the
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting Licur, and thy
God thy glory: thy Sux shall no more go down.”

Thus under the glorious figure of the “Rising Sun”
did the prophets proclaim the advent of Messiah; and
under the same image did those hail him whose happi-
ness it was to weleome his appearing. The devout
Simeon, coming into the temple at that happy hour, took
the Holy Child Jesus up in his arms, and said, ¢ Lord, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes
have secen thy Salvation, which thou hast prepared
before the face of all people; a Ligur to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.”

So the Evangelist: “There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to
bear witness of the Licur, that all men through him
might believe. He was not that Licur, but was sent to
bear witness of that Licur. That was the true Licnr
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.”

And Christ himself, once and again, in his addresses to
the Jews, claims and appropriates this symbol as his own :
“I am the Licur of the world” Again, “I am come a
Ligur into the world, that whosoever believeth on me
should not abide in darkness.” Again, ¢ Yet a little while
1s the Licur with you; walk while ye have the Licur, lest
darkness come upon you.” Again, ¢ While ye have the
Licur, believe in the Licut, that ye may be the children
of Ligur.”

From these and other passages we see what prominence,
what pre-eminence, indeed, is given in Seripture to Light,
and to the Sun, the great fountain of light, as a Symbol
of Christ the Sun of Righteousness. This was the last
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Type chosen by the prophets, and it was the loftiest, for
the whole realm of nature could supply them with no
higher or sublimer. Of all visible objects the “ Sun” is
the most worthy emblem of the Great Supreme; of all
events within the reach of human observation the “ Ris-
ing Sun” is the most adequate representation of the ap-
pearing of the Son of God upon the earth; and of all
created properties, those of the Sun, Light and Heat and
Attraction, offer the most striking and instructive
analogies of the character and offices of Christ, as the
Saviour of mankind. And to these analogies the reader’s
attention is invited in the following pages.



PART FIRST.

THE SUN AS THE PRIMARY GLOBE.

ANALOGY L

As the Sun is the centre, the light and the life of the system of Creation-—
so Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, is the centre, the light and the life
of the system of Ievelution.

PHENOMENA.

' all objects in the visible universe there is
none whose splendor is so great, whose
revolutions.are so grand, and whose benign
influences are so widespread and generally -
appreciated, as the Sux. Every year,
every season, every day, this glorious Orb
pours down upon the Earth its warm and
animating beams, dispelling the shades of
night, diffusing joy and gladness among its

teeming populations, and ministering in a thousand ways

to the well-being of all its sentient and organized exist-
ences.

The Sun, as all at this day know, is the centre of a
vast system of worlds, of which our own is one. This

system is composed of eight superior planets, to which
belong some twenty satellites or moons, and of more than

two hundred inferior planets or asteroids. To all these
(87)
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are to be added a great but unknown number of comets.
The Earth ranks with the class called superior planets,
some of which are smaller than it, and some much
larger; and two of them revolve nearer to the Sun, while
all the rest move at greater distances from him.

‘Our globe, then, is a member of a Family of Worlds,
having its position in the midst of the household. Now,
in a Family, whether we take the term in its scientific, or
in its social import, we always expect, and, in fact,
always find “ family resemblance.” ~ And this is true of
the planetary family ; here we discover the most striking
resemblance among all the members, so far as human
observation can reach, in their forms and motions and
characters. The points of similarity in these respects are
so numerous and striking between the planet we occupy
and the rest of the larger planets, that we are naturally
and almost irresistibly led to the conclusion that these
must have been created to subserve also the same purpose
as our own, namely, to be the homes of so many intelli-
gent populations. A mere summary of these points of
likeness will serve both to prove and illustrate this.

To the Earth the Creator has given “ two great lights;”
and for the planets he has done the same thing; to all
of them he has given the Sun to rule the day, and to
several of them moons to rule the night. The Earth
perpetually travels round the Sun, and the time occupied
in accomplishing a complete circuit constitutes its year:
the plancts revolve around him in a similar manner, and
thus measure out their respective years. The Earth
turns round upon itself, thus with each rotation present-
ing every part of its circumference to the light and heat
of the Sun: the planets are found to do the same, and to
enjoy a similar alternation of light and darkness. The
Earth revolves in an elliptical orbit, and upon an inclined
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axis; an arrangement which gives it a variety of
climates and a regular succession of seasons: the planets
revolve in similar orbits, and upon axes similarly in-
clined, which secure to them a like difference of climates,
and the same agreeable vicissitudes of seasons. The
Earth is encompassed by an atmosphere which refracts
the light and retains the heat of the Sun : the planets
likewise, at least some of them, have their atmospheres,
creating for them morning and evening twilight, and
producing currents or winds that sweep over their sur-
faces. The atmosphere of the Earth is charged more or
less with clouds, which often assume every shade of color,
change their forms and positions, and send down refresh-
ing showers: the atmospheres of the planets also have
their shifting clouds of various shades and tints, and
which may minister to them, as ours to us, all the bloom
and luxuriance of vegetation. The cloudy vapors of the
Earth around its poles in winter condense and fall in the
form of snow : a similar fleecy mantle has been observed
to cover the polar reglons of one of the planets, at least,
during winter, and to vanish on the return of summer.
The surface of the Earth is made up of land and water;
and the planets which admit of such observations present
appearances strongly indicative of the existence of oceans
and continents, bays and promontories, similar to our
own. The land portion of the IJSarth is ridged with
mountains and scooped with valleys: the surfaces of the
planets distinetly exhibit similar inequalities of surface.
Various material elements found in the composition of
the Ilarth enter also into the composition of the planets.
In short the planets seem to possess all the arrangements
which constitute our own a habitable globe. Now who
can contemplate all these striking analogies—all these
close resggnblances—in so many particulars to the planet
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we inhabit, and not be impressed with the high prob-
ability, not to say certainty, that those other planetary
orbs, which nightly roll over our heads, must also be
80 many spacious worlds; and that like our own, they
teem with life and intelligence !

In this magnificent System of Worlds, the Sun occupies
the central and supreme position. His first and most
important office is to govern them; in other words, to
preserve them in their proper relations of times and dis-
tances, retaining every globe in its appointed orbit, and
carrying 1t through its round in its determinate period.
This he does by his powerful attraction, operating with
undeviating exactness and uniformity; so that in the
perfectly harmonious revolutions and rotations of these
heavenly bodies we have what the ancients, by a beautiful
figure, termed “ the music of the spheres.”

The Sun’s second office 1s fo give lLight. This re-
splendent orb is the grand fountain of illumination to all
the planets and satellites of the system; in themselves
none of these possess any light. To his beams our world
owes all the light it enjoys, all the diversity of shade
and coloring that charm its landscapes, or distinguish its
living tenants, or beautify its overspreading vegetation.

The third office of the Sun is to give out heat. He is
the radiating centre of warmth to the whole system.
From him the earth derives the vital heat that con-
stitutes it a fit abode for living beings. The warm and
illuminating rays of the Sun are the twin stimulants of
vital force, and without them life would be impossible
upon our planet.

Such is the Sun in the great system of creation. Ilow
important his functions, how inestimable his benefits!
It would be impossible to describe or even to enumerate all
the blessings he daily diffuses over our own plangt alone.
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How he enlightens, warms, fructifies, adorns, blesses!
What a circle of beneficent changes, what enchanting
renovations, does he annually effect over the whole face
of Nature! What life and joy does he inspire!
How he fills the air with songs, and field and garden
with fruit and fragrance! How he clothes the wood
with foliage, and the meadows with grass! Iow he
fills the valleys with corn, and makes the little hills
rejoice on every side! How he covers the earth and
crowns the year with his goodness! Worthy emblem,
beautiful symbol of the more glorious Sun of Righteous-
ness, from whom all spiritual life and light and comfort
flow to men !

The world has had many benefactors whose worth was
never known till after they had been removed from it.
And the inestimable services of the Sun, perhaps, will be
better appreciated by contemplating what would follow
should his beneficent influences cease, or be withdrawn.
Let us, then, for a moment, indulge in such a supposition,
as that, on a fixed day, at noon, the light and Zeat of the
Sun should be suddenly extinguished. What would be
the consequences of such an appalling event? Nothing
less than the immediate extinction of all life and the
destruction of all organized existences. This may need
a word of explanation to some.

There is always in the earth’s atmosphere a certain per-
centage of moisture, or invisible vapor. This is drawn up
and suspended by the heat of the Sun. To this moisture
the atmosphere owes its power of confining and cherishing
the earth’s heat, which is always endeavoring to escape
from its surface into space. ‘““Aqueous vapor,” says Prof.
Tyndall, “is a blanket, more necessary to the vegetable
life of England than clothing is to man. Remove for a
single summer-night the aqueous vapor from the air which
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overspreads this country, and you would assuredly de-
stroy every plant capable of being destroyed by a {reezing
temperature. The warmth of our fields and gardens
would pour itself, unrequited, into space, and the sun
would rise upon an island, held fast in the iron grip of
frost.” *#

What then would ensue, if, according to our supposi-
tion, the heat and light of the Sun should be cut off from
the whole globe? All evaporation would immediately
cease, and every particle of moisture already in the air
would begin to descend. Forty-eight hours, according to
Sir John Herschel, wounld suffice to precipitate every
atom of moisture from the air;+ which, at first, would
fall in deluges of rain, and afterwards in piles of
snow; and as a necessary consequence of this precipitation,
there would set in an intensity of cold such as the
highest peaks of the llimalayas or the bleakest regions
of the Arctiec never knew—a cold that would congeal to
their lowest depths all the seas and oceans of the globe!
The prevailing temperature would be more than 200°
below zero (Fahr.)—a degree of cold which no animal or
vegetable could resist or endure for an hour, any more
than they could survive so long in a blazing furnace ; and
our present fair world would be wrapped in horrors ten-
fold past those of the poet’s vision of Darkness :

T had a dream, which was not all a dream—

The bright Sun was extinguished, and the stars

Did wander darkling in the external space,

Rayless and pathless; and the icy earth

Swung blind and blackening in the moounless air ;
Morn came and went—and came, and brought no day.
.......... The world was void,

The populous and powerful was a Tump,

Seasouless, herbless, treeless; manless, lifeless,

A Tnump of death—a chaos of hard clay.

# Heqt as a Mode of J[u/i(m; D 346, Tt Fumiliar Lectures, v, 48.
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©oo0000000a The abyss was without a surge—
The waves were dead ; the tides were in their grave,
The moon, their mistress, had expired before;

The winds were withered in the stagnant air,

And the clouds perished ; Darkness had no need -
Of aid from them-—she was the universe !—Byron.

Such would be the dismal condition of our globe; and,
in the event supposed, all the other globes of the system,
doubtless, would be involved in a similar fate.

Let us now carry our supposition a step further. All
light and heat having been extinguished, the earth, and
also the other planets, would still continue as before to
circulate in darkness around the blackened sphere of the
Sun. Let us then, again, imagine, as before, the sudden
and complete extinction of his atéraction, or that he is
annihilated.  What would now result to these dead and
dark and frozen globes? From that moment each planet,
the earth like the rest, would forsake its orbit, and fly
in a straight course into infinite space, in the direction in
which 1t happened then to be moving ; one would rush
toward the West, another toward the East, and a
third toward the North or the South; and all would
wander, aimless and lost, through the boundless void of
space. The aunnihilation of the Sun, or of the Sun’s
attraction, therefore, would be the loosening of the bonds
of nature, the scattering of planets and satellites, and
the destruction of the entire system. Thus does it
appear that the Sun is the ruling and preserving power,
and the light and the life of the whole system of Creation.

TeAcHINGS.

Important as the Sun is to the unity, harmony, and wel-
fare of the system of Nature, it is not more so than CHRIST
is to the system of Revealed Truth. Tn the Holy Seriptures,
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He s the central and supreme orb, the SUN oF RIGHTEOUS-
NESS, from whom all life and light and blessings flow.

The Inspired Volume, like the solar system, compre-
hends many distinct parts—IHistories, Laws, Ceremonies,
Psalmodies, Prophecies, Biographies, Epistles, Revelations
—Dbut all these are related, and look toward one common
centre.

The History of the Bible, beginning with the distant
dawn of human existence, from every quarter of its hori-
zon, converges toward that state of the world and con-
dition of humanity which at last should mark ¢ the ful-
ness of time,” when the Sun of Righteousness should
arise upon a benighted world. The long and varied suc-
cession of events recorded—the reigns of kings and the
ministries of prophets, the rise of dynasties and the dis-
solution of empires, the calamities of war and the bless-
ings of peace—all cluster and lie along the eonvergent
lines of Divine plan and promise that were to meet and
issue in that glorious event. With majesty of purpose
and stateliness of march we behold Providenee bringing
forward every event and every agent—Igypt, Arabia,
Tyre, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome—cach in
the time and connections in which it best served to
prepare the way for the introduction and establishment
of the kingdom of God’s Anointed.

Again: The Sacrifices, Types and Ceremonies, which
prevail throughout the Scriptures, were designed, and
were so constituted, as to point forward to the prom-
ised Messiah with a cléarness and certainty that were
not to be mistaken. The Seed of the woman bruis-
ing the serpent’s head, the offering of Isaac on Mount
Moriah. the slaying of the Pascal Lamb, the flowing
Rock of IToreb, the Atoning Sacrifices and the Peace
Offerings, the Symbolism of the Tabernacle in the
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wilderness, the lifting up of the Brazen Serpent, the
Cities of Refuge in the Promised Land, the Temple with
its Altar and Ark and Mercy-Seat, the Morning and
Evening Sacrifice, the Annual Feasts and Fasts—all these
had clear reference to the promised Deliverer, the Lamb
of God, the Victim of the Cross. To Him they owed
all their significance, and from Him they derived all
their value and all their interest.

The same is true of the Prophecy of Scripture.
Predictions of the Messiah stand forth, prominent and
conspicuoug, over the whole plain of Inspiration. These
were delivered at sundry times and in diverse manners;
but in whatever place or period given, whether eastward
in Eden or westward in Egypt, whether amid the noise
and turmoil of the city, or in the solitude and silence of
the desert; whether under the shadow of the Temple at
Jerusalem, or beneath that of Sinai in the wilderness;
each, like the needle to the pole, pointed forward to the
coming Messiah, the one great hope and consolation of
Israel. The voice heard in the cool of the day among
the trees of the garden spake of a coming Seed. The
encouragement given to Abraham to forsake his idolatrous
kindred was that, from him should descend One in whom
all the families of the earth should be blessed. Among
the benedictions uttered by Jacob on his dying bed was
the prophetic promise, ¢ The sceptre shall not depart
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until
Shiloh come.” In his parting address to Israel, Moses
was inspired to say, “ The Lord thy God will raise up
unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy
brethren, like unto me; unto Iim ye shall hearken.”
The rebuke administered to Balaam for his madness
against Israel was by a vision of a “Star coming out of
Jacob, and a Sceptre rising out of Israel.” The only
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comfort which Job could find in the depths of his suffer-
ing and sorrow was the assurance, “I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth.” David, likewise, in the full tide of
his victories and prosperity, predicts the greater conquests
and more glorious kingdom of the Lord’s Anointed One:
“Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.
I will deelare the decree; the Lord hath said unto me,
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine in-
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession.”  As time advances, and the great advent
draws nearer, the utterances of prophecy become more
clear and definite. Isaiah, speaking some three centuries
- later than David, says, “ Unto us a Child is born, unto
us a Son i1s given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace:” and in the last twenty-
seven chapters of his book, this prophet unrolls a picture
of the Messiah—of his charaeter, labors, sufferings, death
and burial—complete in all its parts. Daniel still later,
and afar off at the court of Babylon, delivers predictions
eoncerning Christ and the setting up of his kingdom,
that secin almost like histories written after the events
had taken place. Iaggai and Zeehariah also speak of
Lis coming after a similar manner. And Malachi, the
last of the prophets, says, ““Behold, T will send my
messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and
the Lord whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple,
even the messenger of the Covenant, whom ye delight
in: behold e shall eome, saith the Lord of hosts.”
Thus we find that promises, types, visions, symbols, or
predictions of Christ, the Messiah, pervade every book,
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and permeate the whole substance of the Old Testament
Scriptures.  And if from the Old we advance to the New
Testament, we pass as it were from the orbit of one of the
outer planets to that of the innermost, where the efful-
gence of the central orb fades every other object out of
view. Here we stand in the unveiled presence of the Son
of God, whom so many prophets and righteous men de-
sired to see, but did not see ; and to hear, but did not hear.

In the New Testament, Christ is all in all. The Gos-
pels are but the narratives of the life of Christ. The
Acts is but the history of the apostles of Christ. The
Epistles are but instructions addressed to the churches of
Christ. All the doctrines of the New Testament are
founded on Christ; all its promises proceed from Christ ;
all the Zopes it inspires look to Christ; and all the leaven
it reveals is to be with Christ forever.

Christ, then, is the central Truth in the Sacred Volume
—the Divine Orb that illumines its every page, that gives
meaning to its every symbol, and life to its every service.
Take away Christ from the DBible and it becomes a dark
and dead letter. Extinguish the idea of a coming Mes-
siah, and the Old Testament is a book without meaning ;
its every sacrifice is without signification, its every type
without import, its every sywmbol without an object, and
its every prediction a sound without meaning. Blot out
the atoning sacrifice of the Cross, and the New Testa-
ment, likewise, becomes a Gospel without hope; every
ordinance 1s without life, every promise without founda-
tion, and every hope built thereon doomed to eternal dis-
appointment. Take away Christ, and Ilim ecrucified, from
the Sacred Seriptures, and you take away the Sun from the
system, and leave it without a centre to attract, without
light to illumine, and without heat to animate, and reduce
the whole to darkness, disorder, and meaningless confusion.
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ANALOGY IIL

As the Sun far surpasses all the other globes in the system both in magni-
tude and splendor—so Christ, the Sun of righteousness, infinitely trans-
cends all created beings in wisdom, and power, and glory.

PHENOMENA.

To multitudes of the human race, the Sun is nothing
more than a warm and luminous circle of a few inches in
diameter, hung in the firmament, like a brilliant lamp, to
give them light from day to day to prosecute their need-
ful toils. And to many of a higher and better-instructed
grade, he is but little more; they have never made an
earnest or serious attempt to enter into the sublime ideas
connected with the distance, magnitude, and splendor of
this august luminary. They are content to look upon it,
and content to regard its daily circuits, as ““things of
course.”

Among that inquiring and philosophic people, the An-
cient Greeks, there arose at an early day frequent and
earnest discussions as to the real size of the Sun. Some
maintained that it was exactly as large as it appeared to
be. Others held that it was a far larger body in reality
than its apparent size seemed to indicate; Anaxagoras
hazarded the opinion that the extent of his disk might
be equal to that of all Greece; for this, however, he was
laughed at. Earnest and profound thinkers, regardless
of such ridicule, went ere long still further; and Anaxi-
mander had the courage to assert that the Sun was not
less than twenty-eight times as large as the earth. Bold
and extravagant as such an opinion must have then ap-
peared, yet, as we at this day know, it fell infinitely short
of the truth. The entire territory of Greece at the dis-
tance of the Sun would be absolutely invisible; and the
whole globe of the Earth, if laid upon his disk, would be
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but the minutest speck, covering only onre-13,000th part
of his apparent surface.

The reason, of course, why the Sun, though a globe of
such vast magnitude, yet appears so small, is its tmmense
distance. The measuring of this distance has been found
a matter of great difficulty, requiring the utmost refine-
ment of accuracy in the observations taken for the pur-
pose. Fora long time the distance of this great luminary
was put down at ninety-five millions of miles; but sub-
sequent investigation showed this estimate to be some-
what too high. The official astronomers of Great Bri-
tain, from calculations based upon observations of the late
transit of Venus, have reported to Parliament the mean
distance of the Earth from the Sun to be 92,400,000 miles.
This may now be regarded as correct and finally settled.

But accurate and reliable as this calculation may be,
who can form a definite conception of such a distance as
ninety-two‘millions of miles! We can have a clear idea
of 1,000, or even of 10,000 miles; but our conception of
100,000 is much less clear, and when we rise to a million
it becomes vague; and ninety or one h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>