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Course Outline:   This course will explore the function and role of gender in Jewish and Jewish mystical literature. The aim of the course is to develop a sensitivity to the erotic imagery and sexual symbolism in Jewish sources. Various perspectives will be presented drawing from psychoanalytic models, French feminist philosophy, and a variety of studies in gender and religion. The course will center on discussions and readings of texts in translation from the Hebrew Bible, Rabbinic literature and Jewish mystical literature to test the relevance of these tools toward a better understanding of the sexualized and gendered descriptions of God as well as the position of the male, female and collective in relation to the sexualized divine body. We will further explore the fluid nature of gender and its transformation within the mystic and within God in order to better understand the ways in which religious spirituality, the love of God and mystical experience are configured in Jewish tradition(s).

Course requirements: Class participation including short presentations and assignments; midterm, final. All secondary readings and a folder of the ‘additional readings for class’ can be found in the library. The ‘additional readings’ should be brought to class as listed below. All other materials will be provided. 

 * = recommended reading / JOS = Overseas Library, Boyar Building /  JMS = Main Library, Mount Scopus

§1   God, Sex and the Kabbalah, or How does the Mystic Unite with God?

Hillel Halkin, ‘Feminizing Jewish Studies’, Commentary 105 (1998), pp. 39-45 <JOS: Photocopy>

§2   The Sexualized Body of God 

Howard Eilberg-Schwartz, God's Phallus and Other Problems for Men and Monotheism, Boston: Beacon Press, 1994, pp. 20-29, 59-80, 124-127 <JOS: 296.121 E34>

Howard ‎Eilberg-Schwartz, ‘The Problem of the Body for the People of the Book’,‎ People of the Body: Jews and Judaism from and Embodied Perspective, ed. H. Eilberg-Schwartz, Albany 1992, pp. 17-46 <JOS: Photocopy: JMS: BM 538 S49 P46><also J0S: 296.72 E34>

Elliot Wolfson, Through a Speculum That Shines: Vision and Imagination in Medieval Jewish Mysticism, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994, pp. 14-28, 33-51 <JOS: 296.65 W861>

* Elliot Wolfson, ‘Erasing the Erasure/Gender and the Writing of God’s Body in Kabbalistic Symbolism’, Circle in the Square, pp. 49-78
 <JOS: 296.65W861>

§3   Images of God as Father and as Mother and the Female Lovers of God
Charles Mopsik, ‘The Body of Engenderment in the Hebrew Bible, the Rabbinic Tradition and the Kabbalah’, Fragments for a History of the Human Body, New York: Zone Books, 1989, pp. 48-73 <JOS: Photocopy>

Raphael Patai, The Hebrew Goddess, Detroit: Wayne State Univ. Press, 1990, pp. 34-52 <JOS: 221.82(291.214) P294>

* Phyllis Trible, God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality, Philadelphia 1978 <JOS: 221.82(291.566) T822>

§4   Psychology and Gender as a Hermeneutic of Religious Texts: The Freudian Reading of the Oedipal Complex and the French Feminist Critique

S. Freud, ‘Femininity’ (Lecture 33), New Introductory Lectures On Psychoanalysis. Standard Edition, v. 22, pp. 136-157.<JOS: Photocopy; Volume: 150.195.2 F889>

Carl G. Jung, An Answer to Job, Princeton, 1958, pp. 7-55 (Reprinted in Psychology and Religion: East and West, vol. 11) <JOS: Photocopy; JMS: BF 173 J84 A63>

Jacques Lacan, ‘The Meaning of the Phallus’, Feminine Sexuality: Jacques Lacan and the École Freudienne, ed. J. Mitchell, trans. J. Rose, New York 1985, pp. 74-85 <JOS: Photocopy>
Luce Irigaray, ‘This Sex which is Not One’, This Sex Which is Not One, tr. C. Porter with C. Burke, Ithaca 1985, pp. 23-67 <JOS: Photocopy; JMS HQ 1206 I73>
* Luce Irigaray, Speculum of the Other Woman. Translated by Gillian C. Hill. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1985, pp. 46-98 <JOS: Photocopy
>

§5   God’s Desire and the Oedipal Complex: Biblical Readings and Readings of the Bible

Jack Miles, God: A Biography, New York 1995, pp. 8-66 <JOS: 221.88 M643; JMS: BS 1192.6 M64>

Gershon Cohen, ‘The Song of Songs and the Jewish Religious Mentality’, Studies in the Variety of Rabbinic Cultures, Philadelphia and New York 1991, pp. 3-17 <JOS: photocopy and volume: 296.09 C678>

Additional Readings for Class:  ‘Joy and Sorrow’, Tishby, Wisdom of the Zohar, pp. 417-420; ‘The Dismissal of the Queen’, ‘The Mourning of the Holy One, Blessed be He and the Angels, Separation’, Tishby, Wisdom of the Zohar, pp. 408–411; ‘The Agent of the Holy One Blessed be He’, Tishby, Wisdom of the Zohar, pp. 398-399 <JOS: 296.652.8 T613>

§6   Sexual Construction: Heterosexuality and the Feminized Male

Daniel Boyarin, ‘(Re)producing Men: Constructing the Rabbinic Male Body’, chapter 7 of Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture, Berkeley, Los Angeles and Oxford 1993, pp. 197-225 <JOS: Y301.417 B789>

Daniel Boyarin, Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Heterosexual Jewish Man, Berkeley, Los Angeles, London, 1997, pp. 81-185.<JOS: Y301.417 B789>

Howard Eilberg-Schwartz, God's Phallus and Other Problems for Men and Monotheism, Boston: Beacon Press, 1994, pp. 137-151 <JOS: 296.121 E34>

* Michael Satlow, ‘Try to be a Man: The Rabbinic Construction of Masculinity’, Harvard Theological Review 89 (1996), pp. 19-40 <JOS: photocopy>

* David Biale, Eros and the Jews, New York: Basic Books, 1992, pp. 33-59.<JOS: Y301.417 B576>

§7   The Feminization of the Torah: Textual Desire and Desire for the Text

Elliot Wolfson, Circle in the Square – Studies in the Use of Gender in Kabbalistic Symbolism, Albany: SUNY Press, 1995. Chapter one: “Female Imaging of the Torah”, pp. 1-28 <JOS: 296.65W861>
Elliot Wolfson, ‘Beautiful Maiden Without Eyes: Peshat and Sod in Zoharic Hermeneutics’, The Midrashic Imagination: Jewish Exegesis, Thought and History, ed. M. Fishbane, Albany: SUNY Press, 1993, pp. 155-203 <JOS: 296.88 F532>

* Gershom Scholem, ‘The Meaning of the Torah in Jewish Mysticism’, On the Kabbalah and Its Symbolism, translated by R. Manheim, New York 1965, pp. 32-86, <JOS: 296.65 S368>

* Roland Barthes, The Pleasure of the Text, tr. Richard Miller, New York 1975 <JMS: PN 45 B283>

Additional Readings for Class: ‘The Bodies of the Torah and the Soul of the Torah’; Tishby, Wisdom of the Zohar, pp. 1126-1127; ‘The Old Man of Mishpatim (Sabba de-Mishpatim)’, Tishby, Wisdom of the Zohar, pp. 177-178, 194-197 <JOS: 296.652.8 T613>
§8   Enthronement as Sexual Union: Phallic and Vaginal Imagery

David Halperin, ‘A Sexual Image in Hekhalot Rabbati and Its Implications’, Jerusalem Studies in Jewish Thought 6:1-2 (1987): 117-132 (English section) <photocopy; journal: JOS: 296.1(08) H443>

Elliot Wolfson, Through a Speculum That Shines: Vision and Imagination in Medieval Jewish Mysticism, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994, pp. 70-71, 92-105 <JOS: 296.65 W861>

* David Halperin, Seeking Ezekiel: Text and Psychology, University Park 1993, pp. 81-93. <photocopy: JMS: BS 1355.2 H34>
§9   The (Feminine) Hypostasis in Early Medieval Jewish Mysticism
Arthur Green, ‘Bride, Spouse, Daughter: Images of the Feminine in Classical Jewish Sources’, On Being a Jewish Feminist, ed. S. Heschel, New York, Schocken Books, 1983, pp. 248-260 <JOS: 296.76(08) H583>

Gershom Scholem, ‘Shekhinah: The Feminine Element in Divinity’, On the Mystical Shape of the Godhead: Basic Concepts in the Kabbalah, New York: Schocken 1991, pp. 140-196 <JOS: 296.65 S368>
Isaiah Tishby, ‘The Shekhinah’. The Wisdom of the Zohar, Oxford 1989, pp. 371-387 <JOS: 296.652.8 T613>

Moshe Idel, Kabbalah: New Perspectives, New Haven: Yale University Press, 1988, pp. 128-136 <JOS: 296.65 I19>
* Elliot Wolfson, ‘Hebraic and Hellenistic Conceptions of Wisdom in Sefer ha-Bahir’, Poetics Today 19 (1998), pp. 147-176 <JOS: Photocopy>

§10   The Divine Anthropos: Androgynous or Male? 

Arthur Green, ‘The Song of Songs in Early Jewish Mysticism’, Orim: A Jewish Journal at Yale 2 (1987), pp. 49-63 <JOS: Photocopy>

Elliot Wolfson,. ‘Woman ‎–‎ The Feminine as Other in Theosophic Kabbalah: Some Philosophic Observations on the Divine Androgyne’, The Other in Jewish Thought and History: Constructions of Jewish Identity and Culture, ed. L. Silberstein and R. Cohn, New York 1994, pp. 166-204 <JOS: Photocopy; volume: 933.015 S582 >

Additional Readings for Class: ‘A Straight Line’, Tishby, The Wisdom of the Zohar, p.318 <JOS: 296.652.8 T613>; Joseph Gikatilla, tr. A. Weinstein, Gates of Light, pp. 11-17,55, 78-79 <JOS: 296.651 G462 >

§11   Conjugal Life in Kabbalistic Sources

David Biale, Eros and the Jews, New York: Basic Books, 1992, pp. 101-120 <JOS: Y301.417 B57>

Moshe Idel, ‘Sexual Metaphors and Praxis in the Kabbalah’, The Jewish Family: Metaphor and Memory, ed. D. Kraemer, London 1989, pp. 179-224 <JOS: photocopy and  volume 296.72 K89>

Isaiah Tishby, ‘Conjugal Life’, The Wisdom of the Zohar, pp. 1355-1372 <JOS: 296.652.8 T613>

Additional Readings for Class: ‘Conjugal Matters’,  Tishby, pp. 1388-90; ‘The Sanctification of Intercourse’, pp. 1394-1396; Intercourse of the Righteous with the Shekhinah’, pp. 1396-1400; ‘Assuring One’s Livelihood Before Marriage’, Tishby, 1384-1385; ‘Surety’, Tishby, pp. 420-421; ‘Cleaving with Love’, Tishby, p. 1072 <JOS: 296.652.8 T613>
§12   Re/membering the Sabbath: The Kabbalist as a Eunuch 

Elliot Wolfson, ‘Coronation of the Sabbath Bride: Kabbalistic Myth and the Ritual of Androgynisation’, Journal of Jewish Thought and Philosophy 6 (1997), pp. 301-344 <JOS: Photocopy>.

Elliot Wolfson, ‘Eunuchs Who Keep the Sabbath: Becoming Male and the Ascetic Ideal in Thirteenth-Century Jewish Mysticism,’ Becoming Male in the Middle Ages, edited by J. J. Cohen and B. Wheeler, New York 1997, pp. 151-185 <JOS: Photocopy>.

Additional Readings for Class: ‘Sexual Intercourse by the Sages on Sabbath Eves’, Tishby, The Wisdom of the Zohar, pp. 1390-94 <JOS: 296.652.8 T613>
§13   Gender Transformation and the Sefirot: the Phallic Mother and the Phallus that Receives

Elliot Wolfson, ‘Crossing Gender Boundaries in Kabbalistic Ritual and Myth’, Circle in the Square – Studies in the Use of Gender in Kabbalistic Symbolism, Albany: SUNY Press, 1995, pp. 79-121 <JOS: 296.65W861>
Elliot Wolfson, Speculum, pp. 355-377 <JOS: 296.65 W861>
§14   Circumcision as the Restoration of Femininity and the Homoerotic Position of the Jewish Mystic

Howard Eilberg-Schwartz, God's Phallus and Other Problems for Men and Monotheism, Boston: Beacon Press, 1994, pp. 91-110 <JOS: 296.121 E34>

Elliot Wolfson, Speculum, pp. 336-377, 393-397 <JOS: 296.65 W861>
Elliot Wolfson, ‘Circumcision, Vision of God, and Textual Interpretation: From Midrashic Trope to Mystical Symbol,’ Circle in the Square: Studies in the Use of Gender in Kabbalistic Symbolism, State University of New York Press, 1995, pp. 29-48 <JOS: 296.65W861>
Elliot Wolfson,. ‘Occultation of the Feminine and the Body of Secrecy in Medieval Kabbalah’, Rending the Veil: Concealment and Revelation of Secrets in the History of Religions, edited by E. R. Wolfson, New York 1999, pp. 113-154 <JOS: Photocopy>

Additional Readings for Class: ‘Conclusion’, Wolfson, Speculum, pp. 393-397 <JOS: 296.65 W861>

































�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��1 Kings 22:19: Micah went on, ‘Listen now to the word of the Lord. I saw the Lord seated on his throne, with all the host of heaven in attendance on his right and on his left’.


Isaiah: 49:48: To whom then can you liken God? What form [demut] compare to him.


Hosea 12: (10) But I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt; I will yet again make thee to dwell in tents, as in the days of the appointed season. (11) I have also spoken unto the prophets, and I have multiplied visions; and by the ministry of the prophets have I used similitudes. 


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Irigaray


Irigary, L. “Questions to Emmanuel Levinas: On the Divinity of Love,” in Re-Reading Levinas, edited by R. Bernasconi and S. Britchley, Bloomington and Indianapolis, 1991, pp. 109-118.


Irigiray, ‘Divine Women’, Women, Knowledge and Reality: Explorations in Feminist Philosophy, ed. A. Garry and M. Pearsall, second edition, New York and London 1996, pp. 471-484.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��* Elliot Wolfson, ‘Re/membering the Covenant: Memory, Forgetfulness and the Construction of History in the Zohar’, Jewish History and Memory: Essays in Honor of Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi, ed. Elisheva Carlebach et al, Hanover and London 1998, pp. 214-246.<JOS: Photocopy>





