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PREFACE

By Jordan Maxwell

The World Condition

In today’s world we are beset by uncertainwes. Those of
most concern involve the potensal of sudden violence based on
religious beliefs and fanaticism. This world spends much of its
ume fighting over God, and has done so for centuries. While we
fight over God, we also seek Him.

After centuries of pursuing God we appear no closer to
reaching Him than when we first started, in ancient times. In fact,
the complexities created by numerous religions and their factions
seem to remove us further from God than when we were living
closely with nature in our primitive past. As soon as mankind
created a conception of God, certain rules of observance followed.
And as various groups and conceptions appeared, rules of
observance clashed. Wars began. Of course we fight over territory
as much as theology, but religion somehow seems to create more
viscous and fanatical fighters.

It was believed that God would protect those who observed
their sacred rules more rigorously. So the rules became more
demanding—to the point of murdering others in the very name of
God. But it is my belief that an all-loving God would never pit us
against each other, at each other’s throats. If we could understand
where religion really came from, maybe then we could change, or
start to change, our conceptions and rules of observance. Maybe
then will we succeed, or start to succeed, in finding out who and
what the true God is.



The philosopher George Santaya once said, “Those who
cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”” This has
always been the case, but why is it so difficult to learn from our
past? Why must we keep making the same mistakes over and over
again? The answer is simple—human ignorance based on laziness
and pride, together with an ever-present DENIAL. Ignorance and
its denial will, sad to say, lead us down the same road as it did in
all past history. If enough people are to read a book like this one
and truly glean its informasion, then we at least have a chance at
overcoming this ignorance.

Lies, Lies, Lies

The reason we are in the current evil situation is because
we have been told LIES by our surrogate parents, the leaders of the
world. They are the ornes we look to whenever anything goes
wrong (“Somebody ought to do something about [...]”). They tell
us what they want us to hear. What they want us to hear, what they
tell us, are LIES.

Today and every day we are faced with mounting lies, half-
truths and corruption in every field of endeavor the world over.
Mankind has pretty much lost its way. The three great powers of
human corruption is the same today as it has always been, namely
POLITICS—MONEY—RELIGION, the triune God! In the world
of politics and banking, we can accept the obvious with a little
research—that our so-called leaders are, in point of fact, MIS-
LEADERS. Of this there is ample proof.



The Church

There is even a bigger story yet to be told when we tum to
the third part of this triad, the church. Nowhere is a story of lies,
half-truths, misunderstandings and cover-ups more blatant and
dangerously misleading. Millions of lives have been wasted and
squandered because of a basic misunderstanding of ancient
theologies and modern religions. Outrageously, people have been
led to devote time, money, energy and, for some, their whole lives
in the pursuit of a religious ideal that is, in fact, nothing more than
a misunderstanding (a MYTHOLOGY).

To this very day “the blind are sill leading the blind.”” How
many people today know, for instance, that the English word
“CHURCH” comes directly from the Scottish word “KIRK.”
“Kirk” comes to us from “Circe,” the ancient female Greek
goddess. Circe was an enchantress who tricked and deceived men
when they came in to her—and changed them into swine!

Female Goddess (CIRCE) = Mother (CHURCH)
The Mechanism of Lies

Symbols have their exoteric or open meanings for the
masses, but they also have their esoteric or closed meanings for the
“elect,” the “chosen,” the “cognoscenti,” or the “Illuminati.”

The symbols of the CHURCH also have their esoteric
meanings as well. The symbols of the church are “open secrets.”
The meaning of the symbols is not hidden, but are only understood
if you have the KEYS. The keys are secret. One of the keys is the
symbolism of the stars. Another key is sexual symbolism. Both
keys needed to unlock the symbols are presented in this important
volume.



From early childhood days, to the earnest beginning of my
studies in 1959, and up to the present day, I never cease to be
amazed to what extent people fail to understand the symbols and
stories of ancient religions. Very few understand how vitally
important this is. I have been saddened by how that ignorance has
harmed us as a race.

Therefore, it is with great pleasure that I highly recommend
this Book Tree reissue of Ermest Busenbark’s landmark book. Its
full title is explanatory: Symbols, Sex and the Stars in Popular
Beliefs: An Outline of the Origins of Moon and Sun Worship,
Astrology, Sex Symbolism, Mystic Meaning of Numbers, the
Cabala, and Many Popular Customs, Myths, Superstitions and
Religious Beliefs. While subtle points of difference from current
knowledge may be debated with author Busenbark, they are
differences of opinion as to causation, not differences of fact.
Where he gives evidence, the evidence is compelling.

I have been so impressed with this book that, since its
earlier printing in 1997, I did three separate videos based on its
teachings. From all my years of study, I’ve found no better book

_one can use to unravel man’s true religious past.

This book is not for everyone. But it is a must read for
those who are tired of being played for fools and led to believe the
lies. This work is valuable only to those whom the spirit calls to
freedom. It is for those who are not afraid to face hard facts about
life and who want to know the truth about religion and its origins.

Jordan Maxwell



INTRODUCTICN 1

By JACE BENJAMIN-

Member of History of Science Society

The use of symbols to convey knowledge to the initiated
and to conceal it from the unitiated is as old as civilization.
A clear understanding of the symbclic way of thinking is
necessary if we would unveil and comprehend the “esoteric”
(hidden or secret) meaning of the symbols of ancient and
modern faiths.

Every object is connected with its origins through pro-
gressive change. The complex was evolved from the simple.
In the realm of popular beliefs, however, especially of the
theological type, the tendency has been to conceal from the
common people the sources and nature of archaic symbols
and practices.

So long as men express thought by the use of sym-
bols, the explanation of the origin and nature of their use
is worthy of the best efforts of scholars. Genuine culture
cannot be based upon the undeciphered paleography of
primitive ages.

The ancient faiths had .their “mysteries”, forms of
initiation, secret signs of recognition, and a body of sym-
bolic lore generally kept from the public. Supernatural
belief evolved through many stages. The initial stages are
of chief interest to the scholar and serious student. In the
early form of such belief we find the core from which
present ideas and practices have evolved. As a belief is a
composite of previous ideas and experiences, the primitive
mentality revealed in early symbolism appears also in
modern emblematic representations.

In his “Ancient Pagan and Modern Christian Sym-
bohsm” Inman pertinently observes:

“When there exist two distinct explanatxons or
statements, about the significance of an emblem, the
- one ‘esoteric’, true, and known only to .the few, the
other ‘exoteric’, incorrect, and .known to the many, it
is clear that a time may come when the first may be
lost, and the last alone remain”. (P. xii)

" Inman illustrates the thought by showing that the cor-
rect pronunciation of “Jehovah” was supposed originally

to be known only to a select few, and later was lost, while
the admittedly incorrect pronunciation survived.
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Every state of society continues from the point of
development at which its predecessor left off. Every state-
ment of beliefs takes on in the course of time different values
or interpretations. The god of the ancient Hebrews or
Christians is certainly not the god of modern believers, and
present day religious worship embodies many departures
from that which the ancients accepted as the ultimate
standard. To understand the nature of this cultural change
requires study of the development and migration of sym-
bols and their utilization to express supernatural concepts.
The social environment usually makes such study seem
inadvisable.

As all culture is inter-related, the accumulation of sym-
bols throughout the ages has resulted in a kind of con-
densed version, which is offered to the worshipers of the
various faiths. The secret of the origin of the symbols,
however, has been zealously guarded from the public.
Doubtless it is feared that such knowledge may weaken
confidence in theological dogmas. Be that as it may, the
fact remains that at the heart of religious belief we find
the ever-present symbol. Only a few persons go beyond
its exoteric meaning in order to ascertain its esoteric sig-
nificance. While many individuals are interested in tracing
back their family “tree”, few have sufficient curiosity to
make an effort to learn the origin of their religious faith.
The study of comparative religion has proved the common
background or source of all supernatural and kindred be-
liefs. The hidden knowledge which in far off times was
conveyed by symbols is almost unknown to most believers.
It is retained by a mere handful of objective scholars, and
the heads of the various faiths are not encouraging its study.

Of the few brave and indefatigable scholars who have
written on the subject, the more outstanding are Forlong,
Inman, Massey, Higgins, Dupuis, O’Neill, Faber, Oman,
Ferguson, Hannay, and a handful of others. Their books are
now scarce and expensive. These men did the spadework.
They have shown that it was not alone in sex that the
symbol became dominant; that it took on importance in
astral, lunar, animal, plant, and other worships. - Symbolism
thus became the language of supernatural belief and prac-
tice. John Newton, in his able appendix to Inman’s “Ancient
Pagan and Modern Christian Symbolism”, comments:
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“As civilization advanced, the gross symbols of creative
power were cast aside, and priestly ingenuity was taxed
to the utmost in inventing a crowd of less obvious
emblems, which should represent thie ancient ideas in a
decorous manner”.

Life is based upon reproductive forces and despite
whatever prudery or refinement of emotion we have attained
we cannot ignore their influence. Many investigators of
the subject have noted the relation between sex and religion.
The distinguished sexologist, Iwan Bloch, wrote:

“Anthropological science has hitherto been oc-
cupied more with the fact than with the explanation
of the remarkable relation between religion and sex-
uality. There can, however, be no doubt that these
relations arise out of the very nature of mankind. The
various anthropologists and physicians who have oc-
cupied themselves with these problems are in agree-
ment upon this point: that the connection between
religion and the sexual life can be explained only on
anthropomorphic-animistic grounds—that is, by the
same kind of ideas which Tylor had proved to be
the foundation of the primitive mental life”. (Sezual
Life of Our Time, p.98.)

The question of origin is of prime importance in under-
standing either a species or a belief. Whatever changes
the interpretation of symbols has undergone has been quan-
titative rather than qualitative. Why must a priest wear
certain vestments at religious services? Why is there a cross
on a church? Why does a synagogue have a Mogen Duvid
(star of David)? All faiths conduct their services in ac-
cordance with a strict ritual. It takes but little power of
ohservation to note that supernatural worship is replete
with a variety of symbols, the nature and origin of which
are not made known to the laity.

Many persons today follow phallic rites and rituals
of antiquity, not knowing that they do so. To the student
of the subject this is a significant fact, as likewise is the
persistence of the symbol throughout many thousands of
years. -

The study of symbology, sex rites, and the worship of
various animals, objects and astral bodies has been limited
to a few. The findings of these men have been known to
only those who delved into out-of-the-way source books.
As there has not been hitherto a large buying public for
such works and as the writing of them requires most of a
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lifetime, it is ‘not difficult to understand why the:- general
public has remained unaware of the source of current
beliefs and practlces

The scholars who in the past have treated. this subJect
chose a special section for investigation. It remained for
someone to compose a work comprising not alone the con-
clusions arrived at by former students but to add the
results of modern exploration in this wide field. The debt
we owe to those who wrote the pioneering studies is
obvious. Most of our current writers, because of social
pressures and for other reasons, shy away from this field.
In “Symbolism, Sex, and the Stars”, Mr. Ernest Busen-
bark brings forth the results of many years of study.

This treatise may truly be called encyclopaedic. The
author has not only carefully covered the ground explored
by past researchers; he has collated their findings and en-
riched the whole study with much new material. This work
goes back to the “origins” of much modern thinking in
a thoroughgoing way.

It is to be regretted that past studies in this compre-
hensive field are not readily available to the public. Most
of them, as we have observed, have long been out of print;
others, expensive because rare, are far beyond the purse
of most of those who are interested in the background of
religious beliefs. These students may now profit from this
work, the fruit of many years of painstaking scholarship
and a dominating interest in historical accuracy.

The trend of the times is to seek explanations and means
of understanding phenomena. Mr. Busenbark’s labors in
this direction have been truly herculean. His book is an
outline of the principal religious beliefs and customs.
Through his unwearied efforts to discover and make known
the truth, we now have available in one volume a “key”
to the popular beliefs and occult writings treasured by
mankind. This work enables the student of religious his-
tory to follow the stages through which religion has evolved.
Its many illustrations present to the eye something of the
wealth of symbols.used in popular beliefs throughout the
éges with . interpretations of their secret meaning, = and
thus increase greatly the comprehensweness and value of
the volume.

- “Symbohsm Sex and the .
compass on . the vast sea of symbohc mythology
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The world is finally coming of age. There is a large and
rapidly increasing number of persons who, like the author,
are unable to accept a belief or a set of beliefs merely be-
cause they are very old and widely accepted. Rather than
adopt a ready-made philosophy of life based upon beliefs
which have come down from the Stcne Age, they prefer to
weigh the evidence, do their own thinking and draw their
own conclusions. This is particularly true in regard to
beliefs which cannot be proved by dzily experience, such as
those based upon the miraculous or the supernatural.

The author can truly testify that problems confronting
one who embarks upon thinking for himself are difficult
indeed. The independent investigator soon learns that trac-
ing popular beliefs and superstitions to their origin leads
to an almost endless amount of research. He learns, for
instance, that stories about the creation of the universe,
the creation and the “fall” of the first man and woman, the
deluge, heaven, hell, the coming of a savior and the end
of the world are not confined to the Bible but may be found
in theliterature of ancient peoples in almost every part of the
world. Many of these stories were developed from moon and
sun worship, or from customs, myths, astrology, astronomy,
symbolism, and numerous other beliefs and practices, some
of which were in existence long before the Bible was written
and even before the Jews existed as a distinct branch of
the Semitic peoples.

Scholars who have written on these subjects have been
more or less specialists. Some of them have emphasized the
influence of astrology and astronomy upon ancient culture:
others have been inclined to emphasize the influence of
mythology, symbology or some other subject. To acquire
even a moderate knowledge of the various beliefs which
shaped ancient culture therefore entails the reading of
literally hundreds of volumes.

Many of these works are quite rare and, in the United
States, can be found in only a few great libraries. More-
over, they were written by scholars for scholars and are so
technical and dry that even if the general reader had access
to them, he would probably not have the patience to struggle
through them. :

The author believes, therefore, there is urgent need for
a work, written not for the scholar, but for the general
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reader, a condensed, non-technical work, which will give
the reader a broad, panoramic picture of the ancient cus-
toms and beliefs from which our principal beliefs, religious
and otherwise, were developed. This is what I have tried to
accomplish. The contents of this book were assembled from
notes gathered from a wide variety of sources over many
years.

In instances where statements are made which may be
deemed controversial, I have provided footnotes giving the
sources from which the statements were derived.

In conclusion, I wish to express my deep appreciation
for the helpful criticism and advice given me by my friends
Charles Smith, Woolsey Teller, Marshall Gauvin, and Arvin
Schmid, and particularly for the assistance and encourage-
ment given me by my friend Jack Benjamin.

E. B.
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I
BEGINNING OF MOON AND SUN WORSHIP

All that we do not know is miraculous.
—TacrITUs.

]IN MAN’S EARLY EFFORTS to comprehend the workings of
the world about him, probably no phenomenon stirred his
interest and imagination so greatly as did the magnificent
and mysterious spectacle of the heavens.

A picture easily comes to mind of the shepherd tribes-
men scanning the heavens questioningly, trying to form
theories which would explain the scene spread out above
them in the sky. In seeking the reason for things beyond
their comprehension, they were inclined to seek analogies,
to draw comparisons, and to look for relationships between
the events which they observed in the sky, and those which
they saw around them on earth, for it was characteristic of
primitive people that they conceived the earth and the
heavens to be alike in character, cne being made in the
image of the other. To them the part was always similar
to the whole.

Whenever knowledge has been insufficient to previde
man with a true explanation of the mechanics of the uni-
verse, his imagination has invented one. In the effects of
the sun and moon upon vegetable and animal life, in the
varying length of the days, the changes of the seasons, and
the influence of these changes upon plant and animal life,
man inevitably looked upon the heavenly bodies as the powers
which governed his destiny.

In his search for explanations of how these deities ar
demons could accomplish tasks which were beyond his own
ability to perform, ancient man developed a belief in the
supernatural. In every part of the world and in practically
every tribe or nation there were local gods who were be-
lieved to possess the ability to render themselves invisible,
to violate the laws of gravity, to fiy through the air, to walk
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2 SYMBOLS, SEX, AND THE STARS

upon water, to come down to the earth in the form of birds
and animals, to become the parents of human offspring by
“overshadowing” young maidens or by impregnating them
with a gentle gust or ghost. By virtue of their supernatural
powers, the deities which man’s imagination created, were
believed to be able to turn the tides of battle and determine
the outcome of wars, to produce good crops, fair weather,
good health, and prosperity, or to produce fire, famine, floods,
lightning, storms, disease, and desolation at will. In short,
the powers of the gods were limited only by man’s ability
to invent or imagine newer or greater feats for them to
perform.

Every event in the lives of men from birth to death
was ruled by a deity or spirit; all the mysterious activities
of nature were attributed to the benevolence of a friendly
power or to the malevolence of an evil one. Events did not
take place by virtue of an orderly process of natural law
but by mere whim or caprice of the gods. Every great
religion, past or present, has had for its basis this belief
in a supreme deity or deities who were not subject to
natural laws.

By means of prayers, ceremonies, gifts, and sacrifices,
the ancient people sought to insure the good will of the
friendly powers and to cause the evil ones to discontinue or
withhold their harmful activities. The mighty deeds of
supernatural deities became the subject of myths, legends,
and fables which constituted the literature of all ancient
peoples. The highest and most widespread expression of
these ancient beliefs was embodied in worship of the sun
and the moon.

The Chinese were sun worshipers and the most solemn
period of the year in China was December 21st, when cere-
monies were held at the temples of the sun on the sacred
mountain at Pekin to commemorate the sun’s passage of the
winter solstice point. Formerly these ceremonies were con-
ducted by the emperor and his highest functionaries.

Although the Japanese were originally moon worshipers,
they later became sun worshipers and a shrine of the sun
goddeéss stood in the Mikado’s palace. A copper mirror
serving as her emblem is considered one of the sacred
treasures of the Japanese sovereign to the present day. A
symbol of the sun in the form of a golden disk appears on
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the Japanese national emblem to signify the Emperor’s
descent from the sun.

In the folklore of northern Europe and Britain, tra-
ditions existed from very early times in which the sun and
moon were personified in human form, either as the heroes
of simple fables or as mighty deities who were able to bring
either good or evil upon the inhabitants of the earth. If
the early Druids in England were not actually sun wor-
shipers, the huge stone ruins at Stonehenge and elsewhere
remain as evidence that they at least observed the critical
periods of the sun’s annual cycle with important ceremonies.

In ancient Mexico, the sun, the moon, and the planet
Venus were honored as gods. The Mexicans shared their
meat and drink with them, believing themselves to be their
descendants. Many Mexican peasants still practice the old
custom of throwing a kiss to the suni on entering a church.

The Incas of Peru regarded the moon as female and
as being both sister and wife of the male sun. The Incas
called themselves “children of the sun” and the solar orb
was honored by them with human sacrifices in the most
lavishly ornamented temple in the world.

Early inhabitants of the Malay Peninsula regarded both
the sun and moon as female. The Eskimos believed the
moon was the younger brother of the female sun. In North
America many Indian tribes were worshipers of the sun
and moon, evidence of which fact remains in their tribal
ceremonies to this day.

Sun worship existed at various times in Rome and the
annual festival celebrated on December 25th in honor of the
“Birthday of the Unconquerable Sun” was not terminated
there until the death of Emperor Julian, in the 4th century
AD. In the 5th century, about one hundred years after
the Christianization of Rome, it was still the custom of the
Romans to bow to the sun before entering a church and
to salute the rising sun from the summit of a hill.

‘Worship of the sun and moon gods formed the basis
for the religions of Egypt, Persia, and India. From Baby-
lonia, where they perhaps reached their highest, or at least
most widespread development, the sun and moon -cults
spread throughout southwest Asia and extended as far as
Greece, Rome, and Gaul. The science of astronomy, in fact,
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had its origin in the efforts of the Babylonian astrologer-
priests to foretell the moods and actions of the gods of the
sun and the moon by studying their movements from the
summit of their seven-storied ziggurats. The Biblical Tower
of Babylon was such an observation tower.

The many references in the Bible to the heathen cults
give ample evidence that both sun and moon worships were
practiced widely by the Hebrews in ancient Palestine. Prior
to the promulgation of the Mosaic Code, the Jews employed
lunar time, and it still remains the basis of their religious
calendar.

The changes in the moon’s appearance were made the
subject of fables by ancient people long before they knew
that the light of the moon was merely reflected from the
sun, or before they realized that the moon which dwindled
and died was the same one that reappeared each month.

Many of the figures in Greek mythology are purely
solar or lunar in character and it is believed by some scholars
that all the great bodies of mythical lore originated in
ancient astral worship.

If the ceremonies and sacrifices which were part of sun
worship are much better known to us than those which
accompanied moon worship, it may be attributed to the fact
that moon worship was already being over-shadowed by the
spreading worship of the sun at the beginning of written
history. The very earliest records of the ancient nations best
known to us date from 3000 to 4000 B.C. to a time when
the sun cults were already gaining the ascendency. Conse-
quently, such knowledge as we have of the moon cults is
derived from myths and legends which have continued to
live in literature and customs many centuries after the forms
of worship to which they related had dissolved in the mists

.of the ages. (We know practically nothing of the Trojan
Wars except from the bits gathered from Homer’s Iliad.)

The myths, legends, and fables which in time were
woven about the feats of the mythical gods had their origin
in the simple fact that it is in the nature of people to create
rumors, gossip, and fables about the great and the near-
great in all ages. We invent stories about Washington and
Lincoln, and the ancients did likewise with their gods.

If read superficially, many legends derived from ancient
beliefs may seem ridiculously childish or preposterous to
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modern readers. It was not long ago that nearly every one
believed in witches, devils, miracles, and fairies, and many
persons still believe in their existence.

The ancient myths, however, were not the product of
imagination alone. In every instance they were based upon
observable natural phenomena, there being some funda-
mental relationship between the portrayal and the portrayed.
The high reverence which the Egyptians held for the sacred
scarab is an example which well illustrates this point. The
scarab or beetle reputedly rolled itself into a ball and then,
like the moon, emerged in 28 days with renewed life. We
now know that the Egyptians were in error, both as to facts
and conclusions for, although the tumblebug does roll a ball
of dung, the ball contains its eggs instead of the bug itself.
When we consider that they believed in reincarnation, it is
not difficult to understand why the lgyptians honored this
lowly bug as a symbol of reincarnation and immortality.

In our own day, the importance of the sun to life on
earth is known to be so overwhelmingly greater than that
of the moon that, at first thought, it seems strange that moon
worship should have been widely practiced long before the
development of sun worship. Nevertheless, the findings of
modern scientists leave no room to doubt this fact. In Baby-
lonia, for instance, the principal gods were identified by
numbers according to their rank. The first triad of gods is
composed of Anu 60, Bel 50, Ea 40. The second triad is the
Moon 30, Sun 20, and Mylitta or Beltis (Venus) 15. The
third triad is Air 10, Nergal or Mars 12, and Nur or Saturn
10. Wherever the sun and the moon are mentioned, the
sun is spoken of as ‘“the son of the moon” and not “the
father,” as might be expected. One of the ancient gods
of Ur in Sumeria was called Shamash (the sun), the off-
spring of Nannar, which is one of the names of the moon
god. Nabonides, the last native king of Babylonia, assigned
the same father to Shamash, so that from first to last, the
sun god ranked below the moon god in dignity.

Many theories have been advanced to account for this
anomaly, one of them being that as the great early civiliza-
tions originated in regions whose climate varied from warm
to hot, the sun was considered more of an enemy than
friend to man, because its intense heat scorched vegetation
and destroyed crops and pasturage.
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A more probable solution would seem to be provided
by the fact that in warm countries in which early civilization
first reached a high state of development, the heat and alti-
tude of the sun vary but little from season to season. There
the sun rises and sets rapidly, the periods of dawn and twi-
light being very short, with the hours of day and night
being sharply defined. Also, in regions close to the equator
the length of the day varies but little throughout the year;
there the moon and stars shine with special brilliance and
in some tropical countries the planets Venus and Jupiter are
often bright enough to cast shadows. Moreover, the sun is
too remote, too brilliant, too slow in its apparent move-
ments to permit of easy observation, whereas the moon
changes from night to night, passing from a wholly dark to
a wholly light phase in such a short period that man can
not forget it.

Time was first reckoned as so many “sleeps” or as so
many “nights”.* Then, when it was learned that the changes
from full moon to full moon were repeated in a cycle of
28 days (actually 29.53), time was reckoned by moons or
months. Eclipses of the moon marked the years. The moon
was therefore known as the “Measurer” or “Reckoner”.

Even today Mohammedans reckon time by the moon,
and our Easter is reckoned by lunar time instead of solar
time. Arabs greet the new moon with shouts of joy and the
Jewish ritual prescribes a special service for the occasion,
which includes the recital of “psalms of joy”.

It is not strange, therefore, that sun worship preceded
moon worship only in countries far from the equator, where
the length of the day varies considerably in the course of
the year. During the winter in these latitudes, the low,
slanting rays of the sun give but little heat to the earth;
vegetation dies and the long warm days of summer are suc-
ceeded by equally long nights and the biting cold of winter.
Here, where the beneficizal light and warmth of the sun were
most welcome, the priority of sun worship to moon worship
was but natural.

1—The reckoning of time by nights iS common among all nomads
and especially those who travel by night because of daytime
heat. ith the Hebrews the day began with sunset; with the
Egyptians and Babylorians it began with sunrise, and with
the Romans the day began with midnight.
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The temperate or cold regions, however, were either
thinly populated or isolated from the main stream of man’s
development, and local beliefs in those regions left no such
impression upon civilization as did the forms of worship
which prevailed in the great early cultures of India,
Babylonia, and Egypt.

In contact with Egypt on the west and India on the
east, both by land and by water, Babylonia (or ancient
Sumeria) became one of the greatest centers of early civiliza-
tion. Here, in a region made extraordinarily fertile by soil
deposited by the annual floods of the Euphrates where that
river spread out before entering the Persian Gulf, there were
numerous great cities which had developed old and highly
mature cultures centuries before Abraham is supposed to
have led the Hebrews into Canaan.

Through this region passed the caravan routes linking
Egypt, Asia, and Europe, making southwest Asia a natural
melting pot where East met West, traded, fought, exchanged
ideas and customs.

It was in this great spawning ground of Oriental re-
ligions and myths of supernatural heroes that most of the
great religions of the world had their birth. From here they
were carried from country to country, leaving their imprint
on the customs, habits, and beliefs of nations down to the
present time.

Perhaps the first step toward removing the curtain of
mystery which enveloped the mysticism of the East came
with the opening of India to western civilization, thus mak-
ing possible the translation of ancient Indian records into
modern languages. Present day knowledge of what those
ancient peoples believed, how they lived and worshiped is
largely due to the triumphs of archaeologists who, within
the past 150 years, have dug into the mounds of long van-
ished cities in Egypt and the Near East. Up to that time
our knowledge of Babylonian civilization was confined to
a few Biblical references and some astrological works,
compiled at the command of Alexander the Great by the
Babylonian priest Berossus, plus a few works by Greek
and Roman writers.

Modern discoveries began with the finding of the
Rosetta stone by Napoleon’s engineers in 1799. This pro-
vided the key which enabled us to unlock the mysteries
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concealed in the ancient Egyptian inscriptions. (The Rosetta
stone contained trilingual inscriptions in hieroglyphics, de-
motic characters, and Greek, thus making it possible to
translate the inscriptions into modern languages.)

One of the most thrilling achievements of modern
archaeology came in 1853 with the discovery of the great
library of King Assurbanipal (called Sardanapalus by the
Greeks), at Kouyunjik, the site of Nineveh in ancient
Assyria. In 648 B.C., Assurbanipal deposed his brother as
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location of Sumeria, Chaldea and Babylon.



10 SYMBOLS, SEX, AND THE STARS

king of Babylonia and made that country a mere province
of. Assyria. Assurbanipal was an unusually far-sighted
ruler, who not only assembled a library containing a com-
plete record of his own period, but tried as well as he could
to compile a record of all the preceding ages.

Much of our present-day knowledge of Babylonian cul-
ture has been derived from the official archives, pottery,
omens, prayers, psalms, and historical, astrological, and
scientific works inscribed on the clay bricks found in this
library. In 1872 George Smith, an English archaeologist,
discovered parts of a Babylonian version of the Deluge on
bricks in the British Museum, and in the following year
he discovered more fragments of the story in the library
at Kouyunjik. Nearly 20,000 bricks or fragments from this
library are now in the British Museum.

The scientific world. was again thrilled by a discovery
made by J. De Morgan, a French scientist, at Susa, in
Assyria, in December 1¢01. He found a black diorite pillar
about eight feet high which contained a code of laws promul-
gated about 2050 B.C. by King Hammurabi. Later the
pillar was removed to the Louvre, in Paris. Engraved on
top of the stone is a striking picture showing Hammurabi
receiving the laws from the sun god Shamash.

Although five columns of the inscriptions had been ef-
faced, there still remained forty-four columns containing
- 3600 lines of the laws, engraved in cuneiform characters.
The laws are judged to have been compiled from several
older codes, some of which are thought to date from 3000
to 4000 B.C. The Hammurabic.laws so closely parallel Old
Testament Mosaic Laws that competent authorities con-
cede that many of the Laws which the Lord is supposed to
have given Moses oh Mount Sinai were really in effect in
Babylonia centuries before the Mosaic period.

Even the story of Moses’ life bears a marked similarity
to the life of King Sargon of Babylonia, and the Biblical
account of Moses now appears to have been adapted in part
from legends dating from 3000 B.C. or earlier, concerning
the great Babylonian king.

Like Moses, Sargon was a popular leader and law-giver
who secured the independence of his people. Also like
Moses, Sargon was said to have been born from a goddess
by an unknown father. She hid him in a basket made of
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3. Babylonian sun god Shamash giving King
Hammurabi the scroll of Laws. From carving
on the Tablet of Hammurabi.

rushes, daubed with bitumen, and set him adrift in the
Euphrates where he was found by Akki, “the irrigator”, who
raised him as his own. Although brought up in squalid
surroundings, Sargon became the much-beloved “Law-
giver”. To him was attributed the compilation of the Chaldean
works on astrology and augury.?

In addition to these discoveries, quantities of Hittite
tablets were found in 1906 at Baghoz-Keui, in Anatolia, and
more recently there has come to light a Hittite version of
an Egyptian-Hittite treaty of 1272 B.C. At Tell-el-Amarna,
about 170 miles south of Cairo, in Egypt, a peasant woman
found a large quantity of tablets which proved to be letters
written to the Egyptian Kings Amenhotep III and IV by
kings of various Asiatic countries and by Egyptian vassals

2—O0rigin and Growth of Religion, A. B. Sayce, p.26.
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in Phoenicia, Syria, and Palestine. These tablets have been
the greatest source of information regarding events in Canaan
in the 14th and 15th centuries B.C. One of the most re-
markable facts established by this discovery is that the
natives of this region used the Babylonian cuneiform style
of writing even when addressing diplomatic correspondence
to the kings of Egypt.

Personal archives have also been found of Kings Sargon,
Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, and other Assyrian rulers.
These archives contain records of their relations with the
Israelite kings.

Thousands of tablets, steles, and clay bricks have been
recovered on which are recorded the laws, contracts, prayers,
psalms, incantations, poems, myths, and historical, astro-
nomical, astrological, and religious texts of long vanished
cities. This flood of new light on the ancient civilization of
southwestern Asia and Egypt has made it necessary to revise
many theories which had been unchanged for centuries re-
garding the historical, cultural, and religious origins of the
people in these regions.

The contents of many of these tablets were known only
to the priests and others who were initiated into the holy
“Mysteries”. We are, therefore, today able to learn much
about that ancient culture that was not known by the
common people of those countries. The following pages are
devoted to an examination of many of the beliefs and
practices described in those ancient records, with a view to
tracing the origin of many of the customs, beliefs, and
superstitions which are still held by a large portion of the
civilized world.



I
THE MOON AS THE REGULATOR OF TIME AND FATE

lNASMUCH AS THE myths, customs, and religious rites
which were woven about the moon gods and goddesses had
their origin in the various aspects of the lunar orb, their
significance and origin will be made clearer if we first recall
the moon’s varying phases, movements, and changes in
appearance.

The new moon first appears in the early evening as a
thin crescent, with its horns pointing eastward, and can be
seen in the western sky shortly before or after the first of
the month. It increases in size and luminosity each day,
and as its waxing phase increases, the horns disappear, and
early in the evening of the 14th, 15th, or 16th day, it shines
brilliantly in the eastern sky as the glorious full moon.

For about three days, including the day before and the
day after the full phase, it seems to change but little; then
it gradually begins to decrease in size and brilliance. As it
becomes thinner and wanner with the passing days, its
horns reappear, this time facing westward (as the ancients
expressed it, ‘“the moon is now looking over its shoulder”),
and on about the 28th day the end of the cycle is reached.

Moonrise occurs about 50 minutes later each day, so
that in the last (dark) phase, the moon does not appear
above the horizon until early morning. In this phase it
passes between the earth and the sun, and as its passage
occurs in the daytime, it is rendered invisible during most
of the dark phase by the light of the sun. After a short
period of dark moon, a thin crescent again appears in the
western sky, marking the beginning of a new cycle.

As “Regulator” or “Measurer”’ of Time

The fact that the lunar cycle is divided into four phases
of equal length, made this period a convenient means for
computing time in periods of weeks and months. For this
purpose the movements of the moon through the heavens
may be calculated in several ways: a sidereal month of 27
days, 7 hrs, 43 min., 11:5 sec. (27.32 days); a synodic or
ordinary month of 29 days, 12 hrs., 3 min. (29.53) from new

13
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moon to new moon; and a dragon month of 27 days, 5 hrs.,
5 min: A tropical month is the time required for the moon
to pass through 360 degrees of longitude, as from one vernal
equinox to the next. A solar month is 30 days, 10 hrs.
29 min,, 3. sec.

The moon actually revolves around the earth in 27.32
days, but the interval between two new moons or full
moons is 29.53 days. The reason for this discrepancy is
that while the moon is revolving around the earth in 27.32
days, the earth is also advancing in its path around the sun.
The moon must therefore make more than a full revolution
before it returns to a point of alignment with the sun. In
other words, it takes the moon two days to catch up with
the advance of the earth. This is explained in the illustration
which depicts the distance the moon must travel after com-
pleting one revolution before returning to its same position
relative to the earth and sun.

It is apparent that a lunar month may be approximately
calculated as 27, 28, or 2'9.5 days. All of these periods were
familiar to man before the 30-day month came into use.
In China, India, Persia, Arabia, and Ceylon, there were
lunar zodiacs containing 27 houses which were later in-
creased to 28. One of the Babylonian lunar calendars used
a year of 324 days, whose month consisted of 27 days. The
month was divided into 3 weeks of 9 days each, or 60 uddu,
the uddu being reckoned as 216 minutes.?

In Genesis 7:11 and 8:14, the Flood is said to have
lasted from the 17th of the 2nd month in one year to the
27th day of the second month of the following year, or 1 year,
11 days. Since one 354-day lunar year, plus 11 equals 1 solar
year of 365 days, the historian seems to have translated a
solar year into its equivalent of lunar time. The period seems
to be symbolical rather than historical.

A dragon month is measured from the time the moon
crosses the sun’s orbit and reaches a node until it again

1—In Babylon and Athens the moon year was reckoned at 12-3/8
(12.375) mean months. Modern astronomy gives 12.368746 mean
lunar months to the sidereal year. The Greek astronomer Meton
arrived at almost the identical figure in 432 B.C.

In the 2nd century B.C., Hipparchus and his Babylonian con-
temgorarles adopted 29 d, 12 h,, 44 min, 3.3 s. as the true length
of the mean lunar month, a value as exact as any that modern
astronomy can give. Callippus, in 330 B.C., proposed 29 d.,
12 h, 4 m. 2552 s. The true length of the mean lunar month
is 29 d, 12 h., 44 m, 2.81 s. for the present day, or 29 d, 12 h,,
44 m., 3.30 s. for the time of Hipparchus.
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4.- Diagram showing why the moon has to make more than a
complete revolution before returning to the same position
relative to the sun and earth.

crosses the sun’s orbit (which meanwhile has retrogressed
toward the west 2 hrs., 38 min.). Because of this retrogres-
sion of the nodes, eclipses are repeated in the same order
in 18 years, 10 or 11 days.

This *18-year period, called a Saros, was anciently
reckoned as 6585-12 days, and is equal to 19 ecliptic years
of 346.6 days. The correct length is 6585.23 days, therefore,
the error was not more than 1 day in 1800 years. This
period was familiar to the early Chinese, Hindus, and Baby-
lonians, who also reckoned it as equivalent to 223 synodic
months, or 242 dragon months. Another ecliptic period
which came into use in the west about 300 B.C., consisted
of 235 synodic months, or approximately 19 solar years. In
the Chinese record called the Ssu Ki of Ssu Ma Chien men-
tion is made of the 19-year lunar period being put into use
in China by Hwang Ti, the yellow emperor, 2698 B.C., or
more than 2000 years before Meton introduced it to the
Greeks.

It is only once in 8 years, or more correctly 99 months,
that full moon coincides with the longest or shortest day of
the year. This octennial period is the shortest cycle at the
end of which the sun and moon really mark time together,
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after having overlapped throughout the whole eight years.
It furnishes the basis for a calendar which brings lunar and
solar time into reasonable, although not exact, harmony.

As Regulator of Fate

Very few books are available from which a reader may
form a fairly clear picture of the beliefs which were based
upon the moon’s movements and phases; yet moon worship
was the basis of one of the very oldest and most widespread
cults the world has known. Before it was superseded by
the so-called “ethic” religions, moon worship had left a last-
ing impression on the customs, legends, religions, literature,
and governments of people in all parts of the world.

Doubtless the principal reason for the lack of infor-
mation about this ancient religion is that by the time man
had learned to write and to leave written records, the sun
was already replacing the moon as an object of adoration.

One of the oldest clay tablets in existence records a
reformation of the calendar by King Sargon of Babylonia,
about 3000 B.C., to make the year begin with the entry of
the sun into the zodiacal sign of Taurus, at the spring
equinox. It is evident, therefore, that as early as that time
the cult of the sun was challenging the older cult of the
moon for supremacy.

Although the moon cults declined in importance with
the rise of the newer beliefs, moon worshipers continued to
build temples in her hcnor. Long after many places had
adopted the sun as the central figure of their religious sys-
tem, others continued to worship the moon, while, in some
cities, followers of both cults were to be found worshiping
harmoniously side by side. In fact, sun worship does not
appear to have existed as a distinct and wholly separate
system, but was simply grafted on the older cult; and after
the two became fused, the sun eventually became the domi-
nant figure. For this reason, both sun and moon motifs are
usually found even in the earliest recorded myths.

It is not clear whether sun worship and its many myths
began to develop before the beginning of astronomy and
astrology, or whether they developed simultaneously, but
it is evident that as the new cult took root, new deities
were created, and the scope of the religion was greatly
enlarged, making it more complex and giving it a new
orientation.
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The profoundly religious character of this early period
was a dominant social factor and every phase of life had a
religious background or origin. The literature, architecture,
crafts, dress, customs, myths, legends, festivals, and the
sciences, or pseudo-sciences, of astronomy, astrology, sym-
bology, philology, numerology, and the more recent out-
growth of oriental mysticism expressed in the Cabala, were
all influenced by or derived from the astral character of
the primitive religious systems.

The evidence seems to indicate that a nation’s myths
and superstitions are more resistant to social upheavals
and die more slowly than any other elements which de-
termine the national character. Although a nation may be
destroyed, its myths and superstitions may survive for cen-
turies after their origin and significance are forgotten.

In the folklore of the most enlightened nations, rem-
nants of these ancient beliefs are still to be found in a
great mass of myths, fables, legends, traditions, and super-
stitions which are firmly believed by persons who little
suspect their origin or extreme antiquity. By gathering
from here and there, these bits of debris from former civil-
izations and placing them together, we can form a link
between past and present more revealing than is to be
found in the dry pages of standard histories.

From the earliest periods of which we have record,
the moon was thought to exercise a strong influence on,
if not actual control of, all organic life, both animal and
vegetable. In what were regarded as favorable aspects,
she was believed to exert an influence on the raising of
crops and animals; on fecundity and childbirth, weather,
commerce, etc. In her unfavorable aspects, she was thought
to be a cause of sterility, lunacy (from Luna, the moon),
fevers, diseases (especially of women), and in many ways
adversely affect man’s health and well being.

Having first seen or imagined a connection between
phases of the moon and vital phenomena on earth, primitive
man naturally believed that the moon regulated or brought
them about. Furthermore, when primitive people lacked
a true or scientific explanation of any event, they were
inclined to attribute it to a supernatural power which they
personified and called a deity. The very name of this planet
indicates the extreme antiquity of the belief that the moon
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is the Great Regulator or Measurer, not only of time but
of the fates of men. The Latin derivative is the word
Mensis, from which is derived our word Mensuration. In
India it is Meen or Manu, Sanscrit Mas, Persian Mah,?
German Mond, Dutch Maan, Mexican Metzle, Greek Minos,
Egyptian Min.8

At an extremely early date, a connection had doubtless
been observed between the 28-day cycle of the moon and
the menstrual cycle of ‘women and between changes of the
moon and ocean tides. 'To people of the East, marriage and
childbirth have always been the supreme duty and goal of
women, and the moon, who they believed controlled or
regulated fecundity and the generation of life, became
known as the Great Regulator.

Some significance may also have been seen in the fact
that the human foetus is fully developed in 7 months, or
that gestation of both women and cows takes place in 280
days, or ten 28-day months. This period also represents
40 weeks, which may explain why, among ancient people, the
number 40 is habitually associated with periods of tempta-
tion, trial, hardship, and pain for 40 days, weeks, months, or
years. For example, we have the 40 days and nights of
the Deluge, 40 years of wandering in the Wilderness by
the Israelites, 40 days and nights of fasting by Moses on
Mt. Sinai,* 40 days and nights of Christ in the Wilderness,’
40 days between the resurrection of Christ and his final
disappearance from the earth,® 40 days mourning for the
death of Jacob, 40 days fasting by Elijah on Mt. Horeb,
40 days in which Ezekiel bore the iniquity of the house
of Judah, 40 days of sacrifice in the old Persian Salutation
of Mithra, 40 nights of mourning in the “Mysteries of Per-

2—In Persian books of the Avesta the word for moon is Maongh,
Pahlavi Mah and Persian Mah. The Avesta word for wealth
also is Maya, Persian Mayeh. The same Pahlavi word Mah
signifies moon as well as sexual intercourse. The Persian word
which denotes wealth also signifies semen_virile, as_well as
female or woman. The Ancient Iranian Belief and Folklore of
the Moon by Jivanji Jamashedji Modi, Anthropological Society
of Bombay, Journal, 1917, v. 11, pp. 14-39.

3—In English, French, Italian, Latin and Greek the moon is spoken
of as feminine, but in Sanscrit and all Teutonic languages it
is considered masculine.

4—Gen. 7:4,12.
5—Luke 4:2.
6—Matt. 4:2.
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sephone,” 40 days of mourning by the Babylonians before
the celebration of the festival of the Descent of Ishtar, which
corresponds to the Christian Lenten period of 40 days
from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Forty is the number for
the punishment of sinners, says Deuteronomy (25:3).

The number 40, by the way, is employed interchange-
ably with 42 in.ancient numerical systems, thereby making
an even multiple of weeks.

Mr. Grattan Guinness in The Approaching End of the
Age (p. 258), observed that “the birth, growth, maturity
of vital functions, health, revolution of each disease; decay
and death of insects, reptiles, birds, mammals, and even of
man, are more or less controlled by a law of computation
(completion in weeks, or multiples of 7 days).”

Charles Darwin remarked in The Descent of Man that
animals living at the mean high water, or at the mean low
water, pass through complete cycle changes in about two
weeks. People who live near the sea have always professed
to see a close connection between the rise and fall in the
fates of men and the ebb and flow of the ocean tides. It
is very widely believed that all births occur at the time
of an incoming tide and that all deaths occur during the
ebb tide. The planting of clover seed, the milking of cows,
the churning of milk, and many other activities must be
properly timed with the tides if they are to be successful
Sir James Frazer? mentions many.such odd beliefs.

Dr. Laycock concluded in The Periodicity of Vital
Phenomena, that animal changes occur in every 312, 7, 14,
or 28 days, or at some definite number of weeks. For pigs
the period of gestation is 17 weeks, for rabbits 6 weeks,
pigeon eggs hatch in 2 ‘weeks, chicken eggs in 3, duck
and turkey eggs in 4, goose eggs in 5, and ostrich eggs
in 7. Dr. Laycock also observed that the crucial periods
in fevers occur in 7, 14, or' 21 days. Pythagoras said that
infants acquire teeth in 7 months, and lose them in 7 years.

Dr. Francis Balfour,® a physician employed by the East
India Co., in Calcutta, wrote that he had observed that fevers
invariably occur “on one of the 3 days which immediately
precede the full of the moon, or on one of the 3 days

T—The Golden Bough, abdg. ed., Sir James Frazer, 1922, p. 35.
8—Dr. Francis Balfour, M.D., A Treatise on the Influence of the
Moon in Fevers, Calcutta, 1784.
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which immediately follow it; or on one of the 3 days which
immediately precede and follow the change of moon.” And
further: “With regards to headaches, toothaches, inflamma-
tion of the eyes, asthma, pains and swellings of the liver
and spleen, fluxes, spasrms, obstructions in the bowels, com-
plaints in the urinary passages, eruptions of various kinds,
and a great many more which return periodically with
the moon, whether contained with fever or not, the cure
entirely depends on a constant attention of these (the
moon’s) revolutions.” It is very doubtful whether any
present day medical authority would concur in these ob-
servations, but they are, nevertheless, indicative of the
influences which have been attributed to the moon in
modern times.

From the beginning of history, changes of the moon
were believed to have a decisive influence on all existence,
and the number seven was deemed the most powerful of
magic numbers. The day of the full moon, called ‘“Shab-
batu” in ancient Sumeria, was described as ‘“the day of
the heart, the day when the heart of the god is appeased”.
Work was laid aside, and old and young gathered in the
street to celebrate. Later, Shabbatu came to mark the four
quarters of the moon; and the seventh, fourteenth, twenty-
first, and twenty-eighth days of the month were celebrated
by religious services and the cessation of work. Although
the Bible is not clear on this point, it appears that adoption
of the seven-day week marked the change from lunar to
solar time by the Hebrews.?

The entry of the sun into the zodiacal sign of the Ram
(Aries), at the vernal equinox, was celebrated by the sac-
rifice of a lamb in both India and Egypt.l1® Moses Maimo-
" nides, the famous Jewish theologian, intimated that the
paschal’* lamb which Moses commanded the Israelites to
sacrifice at the Passover, was for a similar purpose.

It would require a great many pages to catalog the
multitude of instances in which the number 7 seems to
have a mystical or astral significance. The Babylonians,

9—Exod. 31:16; Exod. 12:6,18.

10—Before the time of Moses, the Egyptians fixed the beginning of
the year at the vernal equinox.

11—The Hebrew name was Psh, pesach, meaning “transit.” The lamb
itself is often called pesech or Passover. Amnacalypsis Godfrey
Higgins, v. 1, p. 261
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Hebrews,!? and Egyptians were extremely partial to that
number and in the Koran, the number 7 and 7 times 7 is
employed repeatedly.

Many modern mythologists attribute the wide use of
this number to its astrological significance, as it represents
the number of planets in the heavens; but there is much
evidence to indicate that it was particularly venerated long
before the development of astrology.

Another theory, reported by Philo, is that Pythagoras
called the number 7 the ever-virgin number “because it
neither produces any of the numbers within the decad, i.e.
from 1 to 10, nor is produced by them”.

Ancient ideas relating to the generative powers of the
moon are reflected in a multitude of old sayings, beliefs, and
superstitions which still are to be found in parts of all the
world. Ancient astrologers believed that conception was
regulated by the moon, a belief which is still widely
held. By the Greeks; Britons, and others, the full moon was
considered as the most propitious time for the marriage
ceremony. This belief still persists in Lithuania. Orkney
Islanders object to marrying except with a growing moon,
while some wish even for a flowing tide.?

A male child should be weaned when the horned moon
is waxing, and a female, when it is waning, no doubt, to
make the boys sturdy and the girls slim and delicate.

In the Austrian Tyrol, it is “believed that the moon
influences nature, therefore nothing is done in either field,
stall, house, or wood without first consulting the moon.”’14
The hair is cut only at the change of the moon, in order

12—*“The sacred number 7 dominates the cycle of religious observ-
ances. Every 7th day was a Sabbath and every 7th month was
a sacred month. And every 7th year was a Sabbatical year.
After 7 times 7 was the year of Jubilee. The feast of the Pass-
over ‘with the feast of unleavened bread began 14 days (2 x 7)
after the beginning of the month and lasted 7 days. The feast
of the Pentecost was 7 times 7 days, after the feast of the
Passover. The feast of Tabernacles began 14 days (2 x 7) after
the beginning of the month and lasted 7 days. The 7th month
was marked by (1) Feast of Trumpets on the 1st day; (2) Feast
of Atonement on the 10th; (3) Feast of Tabernacles from the
15th to 2ist; the days of the Holy Convocation were 7 in num-
ber; 2 at the Passover; 1 at the day of Atonement; 1 at the
Feast of Trumpets; 1 at the day of Atonement; 1 at the Feast
of Tabernacles and 1 on the day following the 8th day.” Worship
of the Old Testament, Willis, pp. 19-191..

13—Moon Lore, by Rev. Timothy Harley, London, p. 195.

14—Symbolism o{ the East and West, by Mrs. M. J. M. Murray-
Aynsley, p. 15.
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that it may not grow again too quickly.!> Some women in
Fife (Scotland), do not comb their hair at certain stages
of the moon.'¢

- Corns should be cut during the wane of the moon, if
you would have them disappear quickly. Weeds cut in the
dark of the moon will not come up again. It is believed
that medicines for worms should be given at the height of
the moon. The worms are then believed to come out easily.?

In his book Moon Lore, the Rev. Timothy Harley as-
sembled an immense number of superstitions from many
sources, relating to various aspects of the moon. Some of
them are cited here. Numerous examples are also given
by Edward B. Tylor®® and Sir James Frazer.1?

According to Rev. Harley, the time of the full moon
was chosen in both Mexico and Peru to celebrate festivals
for water deities, patronesses of agriculture and, generally,
the ceremonies connected with the crops were regulated by
the moon’s phases.20

On the day of the new moon, in Bombay, Parsee ladies,
in their sarees of variegated colors, stroll along the shore,
or sit on the small parapet wall, on the west of the Queens
Road and, as sunset approaches, they give offerings of
flowers and sugar, and sometimes of cocoanuts, to the sea,
thus paying homage to Ardvicura Anahita, the female
Yazata or angel, who presides over waters. This Yazata
_ presides also over the divine powers who grant boons to

maidens praying for wealthy husbands who can make them
mothers of robust children.

With the appearance of the moon over the horizon,
they make their curtsy, at times with simple and respect-
ful bowing, with their hands at their foreheads, and, at
times, with their usual curtsy known as overna, wherein
they raise both their hands to the moon and, giving them
a turn in two directions, apply the back of their hands to
their temples. An ordinary homage is paid to the new
moon, even by Parsee men with a bow of the head, and

15—Sy1