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PREFACE.

THE occasion and object of this Essay wiil be explained
by the following Circular, issued in June, 1851 :

“PREMIUMS OFFERED FOR THREE HKSSAYS ON THE
CHARACTERISTICS AND LAws or PropHETIC
Symmsors.

« The views of the Characteristics and Laws of Prophetic
Symbolization, presented in the TuEoLoGICAL aND LiTE-
RARY JOURNAL, have attracted the attention of many persons
in different parts of the country, especially of those in the
Sacred Office, excited curiosity and investigation, and in-
duced the feeling that they are entitled to a careful consider-
ation by the students of the Bible.

“It is known that a very considerable number have
become satisfied of the accuracy of these laws, and deem it
of great moment that they should be generally understood
and adopted. Another class, who regard them with muech
interest, and find themselves at a loss how to confute them,
or set aside the constructions to which they lead, never-
theless, hesitate to give them their full assent, and before
they finally determine, desire to know what can be said
against them by the advocates of other systems of interpre-
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tation. A taird class reject them, not, so far as is known,
on the ground of any direct evidence of their inaccuracy, but
because the results to which they lead conflict with the
views they have been accustomed to entertain of the admi-
nistration God is hereafter to exercise over the world.

“A strong wish is felt, therefore, by many of these
several classes, that the validity of these laws should be
tried in some form that will enable inquirers generally, and
especially such as have not leisure for a minute investigation,
to decide more satisfactorily in respect to them ; and for that
purpose a fund has been subscribed to offer as premiums for
three essays on the subject, that shall be deemed, by parties
to be named as Adjudicators, the best entitled to them ;—the
point to be argued and vroved being whether those Charac-
teristics and Laws are, or are not, the true Characteristics
and Laws of Prophetic Symbols; and the sum of Four
Hundred Dollars to be awarded and paid to the Author of
the Essay which most legitimately and effectively demon-
strates the alternative he endeavors to establish ; the sum of
Two Hundred Dollars to the Author of the Essay the next
in merit in that respect; and the sum of One Hundred
Dollars to the Author of the Essay the third in rank in that
relation ; provided, that of those presented, three of them
are of such character and merit as justly to be entitled to the
premiums.

“The chief points to be discussed by the Essayists are
the views presented in the JournaL, and other works of the
Editor,* respecting— '

I. Tae NaTure anp OrFicE oF ProPHETIC SYMBOLS

s

* Mr. David N. Lord, of the city of New York.
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II. Tae MARks BY WHICH THE SyMBoLIc PROPHECIES
ARE DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THOSE OF WHICH LANGUAGE IS
THE MEDIUM :

III. Tue CLASSIFICATION OF THE SYMBOLS :
IV. Tut PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THEY ARE EMPLOYED:
V. Turir Laws:

VI. WHETHER THE SYMBOLS THAT ARE INTERPRETED
IN THE PROPHECIES ARE INTERPRETED BY THESE Laws:

VII. WHETHER INTERPRETATIONS ARE GIVEN IN THE
PROPHECIES OF ONE OR MORE OF EACH CLASS OF SYMBOLS :

VIII. WHETHER THESE INSPIRED INTERPRETATIONS ARE
TO BE REGARDED AS A REVELATION oF THE PRINCIPLE ON
WHICH SYMBOLS ARE EMPLOYED, AND THE LAWS BY WHICH
THEY ARE FRAMED, REVEALED Laws:

IX. Ter RESULTS TO WHICH THEY LEAD,—WHETHER
THEY OBVIATE DIFFICULTIES, REMOVE UNCERTAINTIES,
SUPPLY IMPORTANT DEFECTS, GIVE CONSISTENCY AND CER-
TAINTY TO INTERPRETATION, AND LEAD TO A CLEAR AND
DEMONSTRABLE EXPLICATION OF MANY SYMBOLS OF WHICH
KO SATISTACTORY SOLUTION IS OBTAINED BY OTHER SYSTEMS
OF CONSTRUCTION :

X. Tue EASE WITH WHICH THEY MAY BE MASTERED
AND MADE THE MEANS OF A LARGE AND USEFUL Kxow-
LEDGE OF THE PROPHECIES :

XI. THEIR CLAIMS TO THE CONSIDERATION OF MINISTERS
OF THE SACRED WORD, AND OF CHRISTIANS GENERALLY.

“ Writers are at liberty to sclect and arrange the order of



Xil PREFACE,

the points they may discuss to suit themselves; and it is
expected that they will not merely state their opinions, but
give their reasons also for the judgment which they express;
and that those who reject the views advanced in the JourNAL
will state what they regard as the true Characteristics and
Laws of Prophetic Symbols, and the considerations by which
they believe them to be sustained.

“Men of ability and high standing will be selected as the
Adjudicators, whose names will be duly announced.

“The Essays which obtain the awards are to be the pro-
perty of the contributors to the Premium Fund, and to be
published in the JourNAL or otherwise, as they may deem
expedient.

“'The Manuscripts, with a note from the author, should
be addressed to the Adjudicators, and sent (post paid) to
Franklin Knight, Publisher of the THEoLOGICAL AND LITE-
RARY JOURNAL, 140 Nassau street, New York, on or before
the 1st of February, 1852.

“Many clergymen and other gentlemen have expressed a
desire that this subject, which they regard as one of great
interest and importance, may be thus carefully investigated
and thoroughly discussed—among whom are the following :

“Rev. James S. Cannon, D.D., Rutgers College, N. J.;
Rt. Rev. Charles P. M’Ilvaine, D.D., Ohio; Rev. Nathan
Lord, D.D., Dartmouth College, N. H.; Rev. Leonard
Woods, D.D., Mass.; Rev. John Forsyth, D.D., Princeton
College, N. J.; Rev. Mark Hopkins, D.D., Williams College,
Mass.; Rev. J. H. Thornwell, D.D., S. C.; Rt. Rev. J. P.
K.ITenshaw, D.D., R. I.; Rev. Willis Lord, D.D., Ohio ; Rev.
Leroy M. Lee, D.D., Va.; Rev. Edward N. Kirk, D.D.,
Mass. ; Rev. William Thompson, D.D., Theol. Inst., Conn. ;
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Rev. Edward Hitcheock, D.D., Amherst College, Mass. ; Rt.
Rev. Alonzo Potter, D.D., Pa.; Rev. Robert Ryland,
Richmond College, Va.; Rev. George Duffield, D.D., Mich.;
Rev. Henry Gregory, D.D., N. Y.; Rev. John M. Krebs,
D.D., N. Y.; Rev. Isaac Anderson, D.D., Tenn.; Rev.
Richard Newton, D.D., Pa.; Rev. Edward Winthrop, Ohio ;
Rev. Charles K. Imbric, N. J.; Rev. Thomas E. Peck, Md. ;
Rev. Randolph Campbell, Mass. ; Rev. William B. Stevens,
D.D., Pa.; Rev. L. H. Van Doren, N. J.; Rev. M. L. P.
Thompson, D.D.,N.Y.; Rev. Walter Clarke, D.D., Conn.; Rev.
John Richards, D.D., N. H.; Rev. J. F. Halsey, N. J.; Rev.
D. 8. Miller, Pa.; Rev. Adam Empie, D.D., Va.; Rev.
George Potts, D.D., N. Y.; Rev. John M. Macauley, N. Y.;
Rev. William Ramsey, Pa.; Rev. Thomas V. Moore, D.D., Va,;
Rev. William R. Williams, D.D.,, N. Y.; Rev. E. Dunlap
Smith, D.D., N. Y.; Rev. W. W, Blauvelt, N. J.; Rev. J.
T. Ward, Pa.; Hon. J. C. Hornblower, N. J.; Hon. Bellamy
Storer, Ohio; Messrs. Benjamin Douglass, Henry Smith,
James Donaldson, B. R. Winthrop, D. O. Calkins, Chester
Driggs, N. Y.» .

New York, June 10th, 1851.

Such was the Circular. The Rt. Rev. Charles P,
MTlvaine, D.D., D.C.L.; the Rev. Alexander T. M'Gill,
D.D.; and the Rev. John Forsyth, Jr., D.D., consented
to act as Adjudicators. The result is that but one
premium has been awarded, and that to the writer of
the following Essay.

The author has carefully discussed all the topics
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proposed in the Circular ; and in revising his work for
the press, has endeavored to present the argument with
clearness and condensation, to call the attention of the
reader to the exact line of reasoning, to answer the
main objections, and to bring out prominently some of
the chief results of the laws here demonstrated. He
indulges the hope that this Essay, on THE CHARACTERIS-
TICS AND LAWS OF PROPHETIC SYMBOLS, will prove a
useful contribution towards the settlement of right prin-
ciples for the interpretation of the Word of God ; and
thus be the means of advancing the Redeemer’s glory,
confirming the faith of his people, and unfolding the

revealed plan of the divine administration.

EDWARD WINTHOROP.

NorwaLk, Onto, November 11th, 1853,



CHARACTERISTICS AND LAWS

OF

PROPHETIC SYMBOLS.

CHAPTER 1.

IntrRODUCTION.—Design of the present Essay—the Holy Serip-
tures, the paramount authority in this inquiry—mode of
argument and line of discussion adopted by the author—
NATURE AND OFFICE OF PROPHETIC SYMBOLS—they are not
figures of speech—difference between symbols and meta-
phors—their representative import proved by various exam-
ples from the Seriptures—MARKS BY WIICH SYMBOLIC PRO-
PIIECIES ARE DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THOSE WIIICH ARE VERBAL.

T prophetic Scriptures reveal to us the pur-
poses of God and the destinies of men; and
hence, to demonstrate the true principles on
which these Scriptures are to be interpreted,
and to develop the consequences of their correct
application, is to eonfer a lasting benefit on all
who love the sacred oracles, and bow, with ador-
ing acquiescence, to their infallible decisions.

It is our design, in the present essay, to exhi-

1
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bit the nature and office of prophetic symbols;
to point out certain marks by which the sym-
bolic are distinguishable from the verbal prophe-
cies; to arrange the symbols in classes; to un-
fold the principle on which they are employed;
to expound their laws ; to show that the symbols
interpreted in the prophecies are interpreted by
these laws; that interpretations of one or more
of each class of symbols are given in the prophe-
cies ; and that these inspired interpretations are
to be regarded as a revelation of the principle
applicable to all the symbols, and the laws by
which they are framed revealed laws; to notice
the results to which they lead, and the ease with
which they may be mastered and made the
means of a large and useful knowledge of the
prophecies; and to present the claims which
they have upon the attention both of ministers
and people.

These are the topics to which the Circular®
calls our attention. We shall examine them all,
and discuss them thoroughly, but with as much
brevity as justice to the subject will admit.

In traversing this wide field of inquiry, the
Holy Scriptures must be the lamp by which our
feet are to be guided; for it is only by walking

* See Preface, p. ix.
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in the light of these divine oracles, that we shall
be kept from going astray. We must resort not -
to the fancies of ancient soothsayers, or the spe-
culations of modern rationalists, but to the Bible
itself, in order to perceive the manner in which
symbols are used, and to deduce the laws by
which they are to be explained. A careful and
accurate analysis of passages from the word of
God is absolutely indispensable; and that will
undeniably be the best and most powerful mode
of reasoning, which, by the clearness of its state-
ments and the simplicity of its proofs, carries
conviction to the unbiassed mind. Luminous
and consistent exposition, therefore, in which we
compare Scripture with Secripture to show the
true meaning of the inspired volume, and to
exhibit the principles of interpretation which
those Seriptures themselves reveal, is the kind of
discussion most needed. Such will be the line
of argument in this essay. Avoiding collateral
issues, and confining ourselves, for the most part,
to the main points in question, we shall en-
deavor to ascertain the real import of the sym-
bols themselves, as well as of the language which
describes them. We hope that our readers will
study the work with attention, fairness, and
candor; for on such a subject involving the
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most grave and momentous questions, it is only
by divesting ourselves, as far as possible, of all
perverting influences, and examining the evi-
dence deliberately, impartially, and prayerfully
—looking to the Spirit of God to guide us in our
investigations—that we can arrive at the truth.

Let us then consider, in the first place, TaE
NATURE AND OFFICE OF PROPHETIC SYMBOLS.

The symbols are not rhetorical images employ-
ed by the prophets, that is, they are not figures
of speech : but they are representative agents and
objects (with their acts, effects, characteristics,
conditions, and relations) ; and, unless naturally
perceptible, they were in dream, or vision, made
perceptible by the Almighty, who thus indicated
what should come to pass at the time appointed:
and hence a metaphor (which is @ mere mode of
expression) and a symbol (which is an agent, ob-
Ject, act, effect), though often confounded by
writers on prophecy, are entirely distinct from
each other.

Thus when the Psalmist says, “the Lord is

my high tower,” Psl. xviii. 2, there
is a metaphor. Jehovah, and no one else, is the
subject of the affirmation. The metaphor is in
the phrase Aigh tower : and the figure of speech
consists in predicating of the Deity that which,
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in the literal sense of the words, is incompatible

. with his nature, it being impossible that God
who is a spirit, a living being, should be literally

a wooden or stone building, a mere inanimate
edifice, such as is called a tower. The meaning
of the Psalmist obviously is, that as men resort
to a tower for defence and security, so he trusted
in the Lord for defence and security ; and there-
fore on account of the attributes by which he is
capable of affording protection, the qualities in
which, in a certain relation, he resembles a
strong building, Jehovah is figuratively denomi-
nated @ tower, which literally he is not. Nor is
the language in Psl. xviii. 2, descriptive of any
scenic representation either naturally or in vision,
so that neither Jehovah nor the tower is there
used as a symbol.

On the other hand, when Daniel says that he
saw a he-goat rushing violently against a ram
and overthrowing him, Dan. viii. 5-7, the terms
ram and he-goat are not used metaphorically but
literally, and designate exactly what was seen
in the vision, namely, a literal ram and a literal
he-goat acting in the manner described: and
those animals were symbols, that is, they were
agents representing, according to the inspired
interpretation, I?an. yiii.‘ 29, 21, opposing kings.

T .
ot
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In the great image, Dan. ii., the great tree,
Dan. iv., and the four ravenous beasts, Dan.
vil.,* we have examples of symbols which were
perceptible in dreams: in the prophet Isaial,
chap. xx., the prophet Iizekiel, chap. iv., and
the high priest with the crowns, Zech. vi., we
have examples of symbols which were percepti-
ble naturally ; and in the locusts, Rev. ix., the
seven-headed and ten-horned beast, and the two-
horned beast, Rev. xiii., and the woman support-
ed by the beast, Rev. xvii., we have examples
ot symbols which were perceptible in ecstatic
visions.

The office of the symbols, the representative
agents, objects, acts, effects, &ec., is to denote
agents, objects, acts, cffects, &e., of the same
order or kind, or those which are of a different
but nevertheless analogous order. In the dreams
and visions of the Hebrew prophets, and so too
when those prophets or other real men were
employed nafurally as representative agents,
and so also in the dreams of Nebuchadnezzar
respecting the great image and the great tree,
an agent, when used ag a symbol, always sym-
bolizes an agent and not an act or effect, not a

* “Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed :
then he wrote the dream.” Dan. vii, 1.



OF PROPHETIC SYMBOLS. i

principle or system, not an attribute, quality, or
condition : an object upon which agency is
exerted always represents an object upon which
agency is exerted: and the symbolic acts, effects,
characteristics, conditions, and relations foreshow
corresponding acts, effects, characteristics, con-
ditions, and relations of the things symbolized.
And thus whenever future events are disclosed
exclusively through the medium of prophetic
symbols, it is by a species of scenic representa-
tion.

That such is the nature and office of prophetic
symbols, the Scriptures furnish the most ample
proof. Thus, in the eighth chapter of Daniel, to
recur to an example already given, the Medo-
Persian dynasty is represented by a ram which
had two horns. “The ram which thou sawest
having two horns are the kings of Media and
Persia,”” verse 20. The prophet says, I saw the
ram pushing westward, and northward, and
southward,” verse 4. The ram was a symbolical
or representative agent, and his action, in push-
ing suecessfully against the other beasts, fore-
showed the analogous action of the Medo-Persian
kings against other chiefs in the same directions.
The term “ rain,” as we have stated, is not used
metaphorieally but literally : and the language
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here employed, Dan. viii. 4, is simply descriptive
of a past event which the prophet Lad seen in a
vision, to wit, the agency of the ram. Hence
the prediction in this verse is not at all throngh
the medium of the langunage, but entirely through
that of the symbols. DBy a correct interpretation
of the language we learn what the symbol was,
and what it did. The symbol was a ram, and
the ram was seen pushing with his horns against
other beasts, so that they could not stand before
him. When therefore we have explained only
the meaning of the words, we have not given an
exposition of the true import of the prophecy.
‘We have merely shown what had been perceived
in the vision. In order to give a full exposition
of the prophecy, we must show also what is sig-
nified by the symbol, and by the agency which it
exerted. So also in regard to the * fe-goat.”
The language is so plain that it requires no com-
ment—it is nearly all literal—the verbs are all
in the past tense, and the prophecy is clearly
through the medium of the symbols. ¢ And as
I was considering, behold a he-goat came from
the west, on the face of the whole earth, and
touched not the ground; and the goat had a
notable horn between his eyes. And he came
to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen
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standing before the river, and ran unto him in
the fury of his power. And I saw him come
close unto the ram, and he was moved with
choler against him, and smote the ram, and
brake his two horns: and there was no power in
the ram to stand before him, but he cast him
down to the ground, and stamped upon him:
and there was none that counld deliver the ram
out of his hand.” Dan. viii. 5-7. From the
twenty-first verse we learn what was symbolized
by the he-goat—*the king of Grecia: and the
great horn that is between his eyes is the first
king.” The ram had been explained in verse
twentieth, as symbolizing ¢ the kings of Media
and Persia.” The overthrow of the ram, there-
fore, by the he-goat indicated the analogous
overthrow of the Medo-Persian dynasty, and
was historically verified in the conquest of Da-
rius by Alexander the Great. The inspired
interpretation in this, as in all similar cases, is
an interpretation of ¢he symbols only, and not of
the language : and this is decisive that the pre-
diction is through the medium of the former, and
not through that of the latter. In many of the
prophecies there is no prediction whatever, un-
less it be through the medium of the symbols:
as in those just cited, and in that of the last
1*



10 NATURE AND OFFICE

resurrection and the final judgment, Rev. xx, 12—
15, where, with the exception of the clause in
verse fourteenth—¢his is the second death”—
which is an inspired interpretation thrown in
parenthetically, all the words are descriptive of
something that was past, namely, the symbolic
exhibition which had been scen by St. John,
and which foreshowed a corresponding future
reality. Hence the only way in which this and
other passages of similar construction can fore-
show the future is through the mediwm of taE
SYMBOLS, TIE REPRESENTATIVE AGENTS, OBJECTS,
AND AcTs which point to the futwre. This is just
as true when the symbol is of the same class,
order, or species, with the thing symbolized, as
it is when it is of a different but analogous order.
Thus the vision in Rev. xx. 12-15, is truly sym-
bolic or representative in its import. The un-
holy raised from death, as seen in that vision,
represent the real deceased wicked who are to b
raised after the expiration of the millennium ',
and their resurrection, and their being judged
and cast into the lake of fire, foreshow the cor-
responding real resurrection, judgment, and
punishment of that class of persons at that
epoch.

Sometimes there is a transition from prophecy
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through the medinm of symbols, to prophecy
through the medium of language. Thus in the
fourth chapter of Daniel, after the symbol tree
has been spoken of in verses 10-15, there is a
transition in the latter part of verse fifteen to
Nebuchadnezzar himself, who was the person
symbolized by that tree: “ Let his portion be
with the beasts in the grass of the earth; let his
heart be changed from man’s, and let a beast’s
heart be given unto Aim; and let seven times
pass over Aim.” Dan. iv. 15, 16. This is a ver-
bal prediction of the seven years’ insanity of that
king. So also in the second chapter of Daniel,
at the thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth verses, a pro-
phecy is given through the medium of symbols.
The verbs are all in the past tense ; the words are
all used in their primary import; and the only
figure is a sémile, in which the broken image is
compared to the real and literal chaff’ of the
summer threshing-floors: “Thou sawest till that
a stone was cut out without hands, which smote
the image upon his feet, that were of iron and
clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold,
broken to pieces together, and became like the
chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the
wind carried them away, that no place was found
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for them; and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole
earth.” In verse forty-fourth, however, where
we have an inspired explanation of the foregoing
prophecy, the same events are predicted through
the medium of langnage: “ And in the days of
these kings,” that is, those who are symbolized
by the ten toes, “shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed : and
the kingdom shall not be left to other people,
but itshall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”
Sometimes there are verbal statements respect-
ing the future, in connexion with prophetic sym-
bols ; as for example, in Rev. xxi. 24, ¢“ And the
nations of them which are saved skall walk in
the light of it,” the New Jerusalem. Here the
verb “shall walk)’ is in the future tense, and
therefore cannot be descriptive of a past symboli-
zation, although the New Jerusalem is a symbol,
and one which had been exhibited to the beloved
disciple in the scenic representation mentioned
in verses 10-23. As the Lamb is the light of the
New Jerusalem, verse twenty-third, the meaning
of this prediction is, that these nations shall be
guided by the light which Christ gives to those
who are denoted by that symbol city—a city
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which, according to verses 9, 10, represents the
same class of persons as ““the Bride, the Lamb’s
wife.®

Let us next observe THE MARKS BY WHICH SYM-
BOLIC PROPHECIES ARE DISTINGUISHABLE FROM THOSE
OF WHICH LANGUAGE IS THE MEDIUM.

The symbolic prophecies are easily distin-
guished by the fact that ¢he representative agents
or objects were apparently cognizable, either na-
turally, or in dreams, or in ecstatic visions, by
some one or more of the bodily senses; that is,
the persons to whom the revelation was symboli-
cally made, scemed to themselves to sce, hear,
touch, or taste such agents or objects ; and the
langunage descriptive of such a symbolization, in-
stead of pointing to the future, speaks of the
past, namely, of the scenic representation which
had been perceptible in the dream, or vision, or
otherwise. Nebuchadnezzar, for instance, saw,
in his dream, a great image which was made of
diverse materials, and which was dashed in
pieces by a stone that struck it on the feet.
Dan. ii. 831-36. St. John, in the sublime visions
at Patmos, saw a seven-headed and ten-horned
beast rising from the sea, Rev. xiil. 1; and /eard

* See the passage explained more particularly in the eleventh
chapter of this essay, under the seventh result.
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seven thunders, and toucked and tasted a little
book, which was sweet in his mouth, but bitter
in his stomach, Rev. x. 3, 4, 8-10. These are
evidently symbolic prophecies. In the seventh
chapter of the book of Daniel, and at the seventh
verse, the prophet says: “ After this I sawin the
night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dread-
ful, and terrible, and strong exceedingly ; and it
had great iron teeth ; it devoured, and brake in
pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of
ity and it was diverse from all the beasts that
were before it ; and it had ten horns.” There is
no difficnlty in distingunishing this also as a sym-
bolic prophecy. The language simply deseribes
what Daniel saw, and the prediction is made
through the medium of the symbols. The
“fourth beast,” according to the inspired inter-
pretation, verse twenty-third, represented a fourth
ruling dynasty, which was to be celebrated for
its irresistible prowess and universal dominion.*

On the other hand, when Zechariah says : ¢ The
Lord shall be king over all the earth,” Zech. xiv.
9; or when Christ says: “They (the Jews) shall
fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led

* In the parallel dream, Dan. ii, the great strength of the
fourth dynasty was shown by the iron in the image, Dan. ii.
33, 40.
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away captive into all nations; and Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,” Luke xxi. 24,
the prediction is wholly in the language; for
that language, instead of being descriptive of any
symbolization, points crclusively to unsymbolic
events, which were then future. In all such pro-
phecies the verbs are commonly in the future
tense, though occasionally, for the sake of in-
creased vividness, the present or the past is used
for the future. But this is where the general
strain of the prophecy shows that a future event
is spoken of, and thus furnishes us with the
means of avoiding a false interpretation.

LExamples might be multiplied to a very great
extent, illustrative of the difference between
symbolic and verbal prophecy, that is, between
prophecy given through the medium of repre-
sentative agents and objects, and prophecy given
through the medium of language; but those
which have been already adduced will be suffi-
cient to enable the reader to discriminate be-
tween the one class and the other.



CHAPTER II.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE SYMBOLS—PRINCIPLE ON WHICH SYMBOLS
ARE EMPLOYED.

TrE symbols may be divided into five classes :*
L LiviNe CONSCIOUS AGENTS.

II. DeAD BoODIES.

IH. NATURAL UNCONSCIOUS AGENTS OR OBJECTS.
IV. AwrtiFiciar osimcts.

V. Aocrs, EFFECTS, CIIARACTERISTICS, CONDITIONS,
AND RELATIONS OF AGENTS AND OBJECTS,
together with the chronological periods
during which certain representative
events take place, or a specified agency
is exerted, or effects endured by the
symbolical subjects of such agency.

‘We shall mention some examples under each
of these classes, and refer to passages of Serip-
ture where they may be found.

1. LiviING CONSCIOUS AGENTS.

1. Divine.
2. Created beings.

* Theological and Literary Journal, edited by David N
Lord, New York. Number for April, 1851, p. 668.
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1. Divine: as
God (the Father), Rev. iv. 2, 35 v.1; xi. 16, 17;
xix, 4, called the Ancient of Days, Dan. vii. 9, 13.
The Son of God called, in Rev. vi. 1, 16, the
Lamb, and in Rev. xix. 13, the Word of God,
and in Dan. vii. 13, Rev. i. 13, one like a son of
man. (See the Chaldee and Greek.)

2. Created beings.
(1.) Intelligent.
(2.) Unintelligent.

(1.) Intelligent created beings: as

(a.) Living creatures, {oa, Rev. iv. 6, 8, 9.

(b.) Angels, Rev. xil. 7.

(c.) Satan or the Devil, Rev. xii. 9, 12; xx. 2, 10,

(d.) Unclean spirits, or spirits of demons, Rev. xvi,
13, 14; fallen angels, Rev. xii. 9.

(e.) Souls, Rev. vi. 9.

(f) Human beings in the natural life, as the pro-
phet Tzckiel, Ezek. iv. andv.; the prophet
Isaiah, Is. xx. 2-4, and the apostle Johu, Rev.
x. 8-11, xi, 1, 2.

(g.) Risen and glorified saints sitting upon thrones,
Rev. xx. 4 ; clothed in fine linen and riding upon
white horses, Rev. xix. 14.

(h.) The unholy raised from death, Rev. xx. 15.

(2.) Onintelligent created beings: as
(a.) Beasts, such as the bear, Dan. vii. 5; the ram,
Dan. viil. 3, 4, 6, 7; the goat, Dan. viil. 5-8.
(b.) Monster animals, such as the winged leopard
with four heads, Dan. vii. 6; the ten-horned
beast with iron teeth, and nails or claws of
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brass, Dan. vii. 7, 19; the dragon with sever
heads and ten horns, Rev. xii. 3.

(c.) Monster insects, the locusts of the fifth trum-
pet, which had shapes like horses, faces like the
faces of men, hair like the hair of women, teeth
like the teeth of lions, and tails like those of
scorpions, with stings in their tails, Rev. ix. 7,
8, 10.

II. Deap BopIiEs: as
The slain witnesses, Rev. xi. 8-11.

ITI. NATURAL UNCONSCIOUS AGENTS OR OBJECTS, a8
The earth, Rev. xii. 16; the sun, moon, and
stars, Rev. vill. 12; waters, Rev. xvii. 15; a
burning mountain, Rev. viii. 8 ; the stone that
smote the image, Dan. iii. 34, 35 ; a tree, Dan.
iv. 10-12.

IV. ARTIFICIAL OBJECTS, a8

An image, Dan. ii. 31-33; candlesticks, Zech.
iv. 2, 3, 11; Rev. i. 12, 13, 20; xi. 4; a sword,
Rev. i. 16; vi. 4; xix. 15, 21; cities, such as
the great city Babylon, Rev. xvi. 19; and the
Holy City, New Jerusalem, Rev. xxi. 2, 10;
a crown, orégavos (the badge of vietory), Rev.
iv. 105 vi. 2; ix. 7; xil. 1; xiv. 14; diadems,
Swdjuara (the token of dominion), Rev. xii.
3; xiil. 1; xix. 12; books, Dan. vii. 10; Rev.
v. 1-5,7-9; x. 2, 8,9, 10; xx. 12, 15; white
robes, Rev. vi. 11; vil. 9, 13, 14 ; fine linen,
clean and white, Rev. xix. 8, 14.

V. Aocrs, EFFECTS, CHARACTERISTICS, CONDITIONS,
AND RELATIONS OF AGENTS AND OBJECTS, 4S8
Speaking, Dan. vil. 8; fichting, Dan. viii. 7;
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Rev. xii. 7; being broken to pieces, Dan. ii. 35;
ferocity and strength, Dan. vii. 7: heat, Rev.
xvi. 9; magnificence and height, Dan. iv. 11,
12; direction, Dan. viil. 4, 5.

To which may be added chronological periods
during which certain representative events take
place, or a specified agency is exerted by the
representative agents, or effects endured by the
symbolical subjects of such agency ; as the three
hundred and ninety days during which Kzekiel
was to lie on his side for the iniquity of the house
of Israel, the forty days during which he was to
do the same thing for that of the house of Judah,
“each day for a year,” Ezek. iv. 5, 6; the forty-
two months during which the wild beast from
the sea was to exert his characteristic agency,
Rev. xiii. 5; the twelve hundred and sixty days
during which the witnesses were to proplesy in
sackcloth, Rev. xi. 8, previous to their slaughter
by the beast from the abyss; and the one thou-
sand years during which Satan was to remain
bound and shut up in the abyss, Rev. xx. 2, 3.

The above is, substantially, the classification
advocated by Mr. Lord in the Theological and
Literary Journal, and it is demonstrably correct,
for all the kinds of symbols included in this dis-
tribution are found in the sacred Secriptures, and
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there can be no other than such as these, namely
“divine and created ; intelligent and unintelli
gent ; living and inanimate ; natural and artifi-
cial ; real and visionary ; proper and mon-
strous;” together with their acts, effects, cha-
racteristics, conditions, relations, and chronologi-
cal periods.

We come next to unfold THE PRINCIPLE ON
WHICH SYMBOLS ARE EMPLOYED, and to expound
their laws.

If we recur to the symbols which are explain-
ed in holy writ, we shall find that in every
instance where the symbol and that which it
represents are of a different class, species, or
order, they are employed on the principle of
analogy or resemblance. For example, there is
an obvious analogy between a lofty and wide-
spreading tree which affords shelter to the fowls
of the air, and shade to the beasts of the field,
and an illustrious and powerful monarch who
gives protection to his subjects and extends his
sway over the earth, Dan. iv. 10-27; between
a ferocious wild beast which tramples on other
animals, and an aggressive dynasty of rulers
who exert a corresponding agency towards their
adversaries. Dan. vii. 7, 17, 23. In such ex-
amples the resemblance is only partial, as a tree
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is not literally a monarch; nor a beast a man.
On the other hand there is, in many instances, a
much closer likeness between the symbol and
the thing symbolized, as where men in the
natural life represent such men, and persons
raised from death denote such persons, and in
general where the symbolic agents and objects
which appeared in the visions represent agents
and objects of the same kind or order. This we
shall have occasion to show in treating of the
LAWS OF SYMBOLIZATION.



CHAPTER III.

SEVEN LAWS OF SYMBOLIZATION—DISCUSSION OF THE FIRST LAW.

I “Tue Fmzer Law: The symbol and that
which it represents resemble each other in the
station they fill, the relation they sustain, and
the. agencies they exert in their respective
spheres.”

II. “Ter Secoxp Law: The representative
and that which it represents, while the counter-
part of each other, are of different species, kiunds,
or rank, in all cases where the symbol is of such
a nature, or is used in such a relation, that it
can properly symbolize something different from
itself.”

III. “Tar Tairp Law: Symbols that are of
such a nature, station, or relation, that there is
nothing of an analogous kind that they can
represent, symbolize agents, ob_]ects, acts, or
events of their own kind.”

IV. “Tue Fovrr Law: When the symbol
and that which it symbolizes differ from each
other, the correspondence between the repre-
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sentative and that which it represents still ex-
tends to their chief parts; and the general ele-
ments or parts of the symbol denote correspond-
ing parts in that which is symbolized.”

V. “Tue Frrra Law: The names of symbols
are their literal and proper names.”

VI “Tue Sixra Law: A single agent, in
many instances, symbolizes a body and succes-
sion of agents.”

To these six laws of symbolization enumerated
by the editor of the Theological and Literary
Journal in the number for April, 1851, may be
added for the sake of perspicuity, a seventh,
though it is perhaps comprehended in the first.

VII. Tee Sevexta Law: The periods of
time during which a representative agent per-
forms certain representative acts, symbolize the
periods during which the agents denoted by the
symbols perform the corresponding acts: and,
in all cases where such an interpretation is not
contrary to analogy, days symbolize years.

The main question at issue, and which it is
proposed to settle by this discussion, is, whether
these laws are implied in the inspired interpre-
tations of symbols: and to determine that point
we must appeal to the Scriptures themselves,
and enter upon a fair and candid examination -
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of their contents on the topic before us. It will
thus be seen that the above-mentioned laws are
all susceptible of a complete demonstration.

I “Tue Fmsr Law: Z%e symbol and that
which it represents resemble each other in the
station they fill, the relation they sustain, and
the agencies they exert in their respective spheres.”

“This is true universally, whether the symbol
is employed on the principle of a partial resem-
blance, or of an exact likeness. Thus an agent
symbolizes an agent ; an object of agency repre-
sents an object of agency; an act denotes an
act; an effect foreshows an effect; an office,
condition, or characteristic” of the symbol, “an
office, condition, or characteristic” of the thing
symbolized. “A living agent symbolizes a liv-
ing agent; a conquering agent denotes a con-
quering one; a destroying . . one represents
a destroyer.”

Thus the prophet Ezekiel, in performing cer-
tain symbolic acts enjoined upon him, was a
symbol of Israel ; and in certain others also en-
joined upon him, a symbol of Judah. The di-
rection which the Lord gives him is this: ¢ Lie
thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity
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of the house of Israel upon it: according to the
number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it,
thou shalt bear their iniquity. IFor I have laid
upon thee the years of their iniquity, according
to the number of the days, three hundred and
ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of
the house of Israel. And when thou hast ac-
complished them, lie again on thy right side, and
thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Ju-
dah forty days: I have appointed thee each day
for a year.” Ezek.iv. 4-6. Ilere Ezekicl, who
was himself a living agent, represented the people
of Israel and Judah, who were also living agents.
In Daniel vii. 3-7, the four great beasts which
were living agents, represented four ruling dy-
nasties, which were also living agents. The fol-
lowing is the inspired interpretation: “These
great Deasts which are four, are four kings,”
verse 17, that is, they symbolize or represent
four kings, or ruling dynasties. So also in the
eighth chapter, the ram with two horns, and the
he-goat with the great horn between his eyes,
themselves living agents, are explained as sym-
bolizing living agents; namely, on the one hand,
the Medo-Persian dynasty, and on the other, the
Grecian. “The ram which thou sawest having

two horns, are the kings of Media and Persia.
[5)

ps]
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And the rough goat is the king of Grecia.”
Dan. viii. 20, 21. In Zechariah vi. 12, the high
priest Joshua, the son of Josedech, a living agent,
is a symbol of the man Christ Jesus, that is, of
the Saviour ¢n Lis human nature, though not a
symbol of him in his godhead, which, as is evi-
dent from Rev. v., no created agent would be
adequate to represent. “Take silver and gold
and make crowns, and set them upon the head
of Joshua, the son of Josedech, the high priest,
and speak tunto him, saying: Thus speaketh
the Lord of Hosts, saying, Behold ruge amax whose
name is e praNcn.”  Zech. vi. 11, 12. The
term ‘branch’ is here used as a proper name of
the man Christ Jesus, with reference to his con-
nexion with the stock of David, as is evident
from Jer. xxiii. 5: “ Behold the days come, saith
the Lord, that I will raise unto David a right-
eous Branon, and a King shall reign and pros-
per, and shall execute justiCe in the earth.” The
seven-headed and ten-horned dragon and wild
beast, themselves living agents, symbolized liv-
ing agents; the seven heads, according to the in-
spired interpretation,representing “seven kings,”
or lines of chiefs, of whom, in St. John’s time,
five had already fallen; and the ten horns, “ten
kings,” or governors, which were afterwards to
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arise. “There are seven kings; five are fallen,
and one is, and the other is not yet come, and
when he cometh, he must continue a short space.

And the ten horns which thou sawest
are ten kings which have received no kingdom
as yet.” Rev. xvii. 10, 12,

The inspired interpretation of what was sym-
bolized by the fourth beast, Dan. vii., is another
proof of the truth of this law. According to
that interpretation, those who were symbolized
by that beast were, in their sphere, to exert an
agency resembling that which the beast did in
his. ¢ After this I saw in the night visions, and
behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrib‘le, and
strong exceedingly ; and it had great iron teeth ;
it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the
residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from
all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten
horns.” Dan. vii. 7. Such was the symboliza-
tion—such the agency of this beast as seen in
the vision. Now observe with what exactness
the inspired interpretation sustains the law that
we are considering. As the fourth beast was a
living agent, so were the rulers which that beast
symbolized ; for it is said of all the four beasts,
“These great beasts which are four, are four
kings,” Dan. vii. 17; and again, “The fourth
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beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth,
which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and
shall devour the whole earth, and slall tread
down and break it in pieces.” Dan. vii. 23. As
the fourth beast was diverse from the others, so
the fourth ruling dynasty which that beast sym-
bolized, was to be diverse from the others; and
as the fourth beast trampled down and brake in
pieces the others, and was an all-conquering
beast, so the dynasty or line of rulers which it
symbolized, was to trample down and break in
pieces the others, and to be an all-conquering
dynasty. Ilow perfectly, therefore, is the law
verified by the inspired interpretation. In all
these examples living agents represent living
agents, and so in all the interpreted symbols of
the Hebrew proplets.

The dream of Pharaoh, concerning the seven
fat and the seven lean kine, is an exception to
the general principle, that living agents repre-
sent living agents; but inasmuch as it is ex-
plained in the Secriptures, it presents no practical
embarrassment ; and being in accordance with
the arbitrary hieroglyphics among the Egyp-
tians, and thus far, according to the ordering of
God’s providence, taking its complexion, per-
haps, from the monarch’s waking thoughts, it is
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not to be considered as setting aside the laws
which govern the interpretation of the symboli-
cal image and stone, Dan. ii., and the symboli-
cal tree, Dan. iv., or the symbols which were
perceptible naturally, and used by the Ilebrew
prophets under the Lord’s direction, or those
whieh were exhibited to them in dream or vi-
sion.

Again: while living agents in all such cases
never symbolize inanimate objects, it is equally
true that in many instances, inanimate objects
that act or exert agencies, do represent—on the
principle of general resemblanee or analogy—
living agents. The one exert in their sphere an
agency analogous to that which the others exert
in theirs. Thus, in Rev. i. 20, the seven candle-
sticks, or lamp-stands, symbolize seven churches,
assemblies, or congregations of living men,
éoomeiar; and the seven stars, seven inessengers
of the churches. A candlestick or lamp-stand
supporting a lamp which gives light in the cirele
around it, is an appropriate symbol of a church or
congregation of worshippers, which supports a
religious teacher who sheds the light of divine
trnth in the cirele of his ministrations. The stars,
on the same principle of analogy, are suitable em-
blems of saered messengers, ministers of the gos.
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pel commissioned by God, and sent by the
churches to preach the word and administer
religious instruction, warning, or consolation.
The term &yveres being here used in the same
connexion with dooaria, the one as an explana-
tion of what is denoted by the stars, and the
other of what is meant by the candlesticks, is
doubtless to be taken in its primary import of
messenger, and not in the secondary import of
angel, a being belonging to a rank of intelligen-
ces superior to man, and deriving this name from
his oftice. The stone from the mountain, Dan.
ii. 84, 45, which smote the image on the feet,
and brake it in pieces, is explained in the con-
text, as denoting the kings whom God is to es-
tablish in his kingdom, and who, in demolishing
the dynasties represented by the ten toes, are to
exert in their sphere an agency analogous to that
which in its corresponding sphere was exerted
by the stone. “In the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed, and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people, but it shall break in
pieces, and consume all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand for ever.” Dan. ii. 44¢. The stone
strikes the image on the feet, and of course on
the ten toes, and crushes it: the meaning of
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which is, that those whom the stone gsymbolizes,
are at the time appointed, to wit, at an epoch
subsequent to the division of the fourth great
monarchy into ten kingdoms, to overturn with
resistless might, and utterly demolish the oppos-
ing dynasties, and establish their own everlasting
kingdom upon the wreck and ruin of these an-
tagonistic sovereignties; just as the stone, with
great violence and overwhelming force, utterly
broke in pieces the symbolic image, which ¢ be-
came like the chaff of the summer threshing-
floors,” and was carried away by the wind,
*“that no place was found for” it. Dan. ii. 35,
That what was thus true of the symbol is also true
of the dynasty which it represented, is clearly indi-
cated in the inspired interpretation, by the words,
“hreak in picces,” and * consume,” Dan. ii. 44 ;
which denote, in this connexion, not reformation,
but destruction. Similar language had just be-
fore been nsed, Dan. ii. 40, to signify the crush-
ing force with which the dynasty represented in
that chapter by the iron and clay, and in the
geventh by the fourth beast, was to overwhelm
its opponents ; and here also it must have the
same meaning.

I'rom these inspired interpretations it is evi-
dent that an object of agency denotes such an
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object, and an effect in the symbol foreshows a
like effect in the thing symbolized. Thus the
image, which was dashed to pieces by the stone,
represented the dynasties which are to be des-
troyed by those whom the stone symbolizes.
The agency of the stone foreshowed the analo-
gous agency of the corresponding dynasty ; and
the effect produced by the one, the analogous
effect which is to be accomplished by the other.
So the act of the fourth beast in trampling down
and devouring other animals signified that of the
symbolized rulers in ecrushing and destroying
their antagonists: and the slaying of that beast
and the burning of its body denoted the utter
destruction of those whom the beast represented.

We have thus proved the first law by the
symbolic agency of the prophet Ilzekiel, Ezek.
iv., and that of Joshua the son of Josedech the
high priest, Zech. vi., by the four great beasts,
Dan. vii., the ram with the two horns, Dan. viii.,
the seven-headed and ten-horned dragon and
wild beast, Rev. xii. xvii., the seven candlesticks
and seven stars, Rev. i., and the stone and the
image, Dan. ii. We have therefore, in these
inspired interpretations, contained in the word
of God, the most complete demonstration of the
truth of the law—that ¢he symbol and that which
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it represents resemble each other in the station
they fill, the rvelation they sustain, and the agen-
cles they exert in their respective spheres.



CHAPTER IV.

DISCUSSION OF THE SECOND LAW,

II. “TueSecoxp Law: Zhe representative and
that which it represents, while the counterpart
of each other, are of different spheres, kinds, or
rank, in all cases where the symbol is of such a
nature, or is used in such a relation, that it can
properly symbolize something different from <t
self :’—or, in other words, the symbol, where the
nature of the case admits, is of a different class
or order from that which is symbolized, as, for
example, a beast is of a different order from a
king ; a military or political chieftain, in his
appropriate sphere, as such, is of a different
order, class, or rank, from an ecclesiastical ruler:
but in these cases the analogy between the sym-
bol and that which it represents is always pre-
served.

Thus the ram and the he-goat, Dan. viii.,
according to the inspired interpretation, did not
symbolize a herd or suceession of rams and he-
goats; but these animals, leaders of their re-
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spective flocks and antagonists of each other,
symbolize agents of a different order, namely,
not brutes but men, chieftains who contended
the one against the other, in a manner analogous
to that exhibited in the symbols. So in the
great image, Dan. ii., the head of gold, according
to the inspired interpretation, did not symbolize
a collection of metallic heads, but objects of a
different kind, to wit, a dynasty of men who
were to be succeeded by other dynasties of men
represented by the other parts of the image.
The four beasts, Dan. vii., according to the in-
spired interpretation, did not denote a herd or
succession of beasts, but agents of a different
order, namely, aggressive dynasties of civil rulers,
who in their sphere were the counterpart of what
the wild beasts were in theirs. The waters,
Rev. xvii. 15, according to the inspired interpre-
tation, did not symbolize a collection of waters,
but a vast multitude of people belonging to
different nations and speaking different lan-
guages. “‘The waters which thou sawest, where
the harlot sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes,
and nations, and tongues.” The seven candle-
sticks and seven stars, Rev. 1. 12, 16, 20, accord-
ing to the inspired interpretation, did not repre-
sent a collection of candlesticks and stars, but
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churches or congregations of men, and reli-
gious teachers who were the messengers of the
churches. “The seven stars are the messen-
gers of the seven churches: and the seven
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven
churches,” Rev. i. 20. Michael and his angels
warring in the sky with Satan* and Zis angels,
Rev. xii. 7-9, do not symbolize beings of the
angelic order, but those of a different order, to
wit, living men of the epoch denoted, that is,
beligvers in Christ on the one hand and hostile
pagans on the other. Thisis evident from verse
tenth, where persons of the human species, repre-
senting those who had been symbolized by vie-
torious Michael and his angels, are introduced
in vision, according to the next law which we
shall notice, and exhibited as saying—* Now is
come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom
of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the

* Satan, the fallen angel, who is called the dragon, that old
serpent the Devil; and who is used as a symbol in verses 7-9,
must not be confounded with the great red dragon havieg
seven leads and ten horns, with diadems on the heads. a
monster having only a visionary existence, who is used as a
symbol in verse 8, and who represents the eivil rulers of the
Roman empire antecedently to its division into ten kingdoms,
and, after that division, the civil rulers of the Eastern or

Graco-Roman empire.
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accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night:”
and then follows the statement—¢“and they
overcame him by Tur BLoop oF THE Lamb, and
by the word of their testimony ; and they loved
not their lives unto the death,” verse 11. This
clearly shows that those who had been symbol-
ized in verses 7-9, were not of the same order as
Michael and Satan, but of a ditferent order ; not
angels, but men : for the latter and not the former
are subject to death, and become victorious
through the blood of Christ. Ieb. ii. 15, 16.
These examples from Scripture with the inspired
interpretations conclusively show that, under the
condition specified in the law, the symbol is
always of a different kind or order from that
which is symbolized: and that there is an ana-
logy between the one and the other has already
been proved in the discussion of the first law.
There are cases in which any ather construc-
tion is utterly impossible, consistently with the
truth of the prophecy. Take one instance as a
sample of the rest. In Rev. xii. 8, 4, the sym-
bolic representation is—“ And there appeared
another wonder in heaven; and behold a great
red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns,
and seven diadems, did7uare, upon his heads.
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And his tail drew the third part of the stars of
heaven, and did cast them to the earth.” No
one supposes that these symbols are to be verified
in any real literal dragon of this description, of
such gigantic size and force as literally to sweep
down with his tail a third of the stars from the
sky to the earth. Such a supposition would be
absurd and incredible. They denote therefore
analogous agents of a different order. We might
examine in like manner other symbols of the
Apocalypse, and show the same thing in regard
to them which is manifest at once in regard to
the example just cited.

Hence this law refutes the erroneous interpre-
tations which have extensively prevailed with
respect to the first fourseals. Rev. vi. 1-8. The
symbolic horsemen of those seals are evidently
taken from military and political life, and they
have frequently been regarded as representing
classes of persons of the same order as the sym-
bols. But according to the law that we have
just demonstrated, the agents thus represented
are not of the same, but of a different order.
We are therefore to look for them not in the
military and political, but in the religious world.
Hence the warrior of the first seal who carries a
bow and wears a crown, o7épare;, the badge of



OF SYMBOLIZATION. 39

victory, and rides upon a white horse, symbol-
izes faithful and snccessful ministers of the gos-
pel. The age immediately following that of the
apostles was distinguished for ministers who
gloried in winning trophies for Christ, and con-
verting their fellow-men to the knowledge of the
truth: and these and their successors of like
character were represented by the symbolic
horseman of the first seal, the rider on the white
horse, who ¢ went forth conquering and to con-
quer.” Rev. vi. 2. But in the subsequent
ages other clergy arose of very different charac-
ter and doings—* the ambitious and contentious,
who usurped an unauthorized domiuion over the
church, and distracted and wasted it by strifes
and misrule,”’—also ¢ the unfaithful and treache-
rous, who perverted their office to the suppression
and adulteration of the truth, and reduced their
flocks to famine and misery :”’—and lastly, those
who “introduced new objects of homage, a new
worship and new conditions of pardon, rendered
their teachings a moral pestilence that taints
and kills all who fall under its power, and made

the civil rulers . . . their instru-
ments in the work of destruction.”* And these

#* Lord’s Exposition of the Apocalypse, pp. 152, 153.
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ministers and their successors of similar disposi-
tion and conduct are represented by the sym-
bolic horsemen of the second, third, and fourth
seals, the riders on the red, black, and pale
horses. Rev. vi. 4, 5, 8.

It may be thought at the first view, that the
four symbol horses are exceptions to the general
law, that living agents denote living agents. If
that be so, the exception in each case relates to the
subordinate part of a complex symbol, and must
be: treated accordingly, as necessary to exhibit
the symbol riders in the attitude of military or
civil officers who, as we have just explained, are
employed in the vision to represent leaders of a
different order, to wit, ministers of religion. But
it cannot be shown that the four horses are ex-
ceptions to the general law.* The horses were
of course auxiliaries to their respective riders,
and therefore, for anght that appears to the con-
trary, may symbolize the men who sustained an

* Mr. Cuninghame, in expounding the first seal, says: “The
rider on the horse may be understood to signify the rulers or
ministers, and the horse the body of the church.,”—Cuning-
hame on the Apocalypse, pp. 5, 6. London, 1832, Third Edi-
tion.

The symbolic horsemen of the second, third, and fourth seals
also, he considers as representing ecclesiastical rulers.—Ib., pp.
7-19.
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analogous relation to the ministers represented
by those riders :—just as the ten-horned beast in
the seventeenth chapter symbolizes the anxiliaries
of those who are represented by the harlot sorce-
ress that rode on that beast:—living agents de-
noting living agents, and where the nature of the
case admits, those of a different order or kind.

From what has been already said, it is abun-
dantly evident—and the truth of the remark will
be more fully exemplified as we proceced—that
there are definite principles of interpretation
clearly implied in the inspired volume, which
should govern the exposition of prophetic sym-
bols; and therefore this whole subject, instead
of being, as many suppose, vague, uncertain, and
indeterminate, is controlled by well established
laws; and God’s word in all its parts, the sym-
bolic as well as the unsymbolic, contains what is
properly called a revelation, or disclosure of the
high counsels of heaven in regard to the condi-
tion and prospects of men.

The second law, therefore, of prophetic sym-
bols, as well as the first, we have fully verified
by the inspired interpretations. We have proved
it by a reference to the ram and the he-goat,
Dan. viil. ; the great image, Dan. ii.; the four
beasts, Dan. vii.; the waters, Rev. xvii.; the
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seven candlesticks and the seven stars, Rev. 1.;
Michael and his angels, and Satan and the fallen
angels, and the great red dragon, Rev. xii.; and
illustrated its utility by an application of it to
the first four seals, Rev. vi. The law, therefore,
has been not merely exhibited, but fully demon-
strated by the authority of God’s sacred word,
agreeably to the line of argument and diseussion
which we proposed to adopt in this essay; and
therefore it may be regarded as a revealed prin-
ciple or law, that the representative and that
which it represents, while the counterpart of each
other, are of different spheres, kinds, or rank, in
all cases, where the symbol is of such a nature,
oris used in such a relation, that <t can properly
symbolize something different from itself.



CHAPTER V.

DiIscussION OF THE THIRD LAW.

1. “Tue Tmro Law: Symbols that are of
such a nature, station, or relation, that there is
nothing of an analogous kind that they can re-
present, symbolize agents, objects, acts, or events
of their own kind.”

Thus in Rev. v., the Lamb, the incarnate Son
of God, appears in the vision as his own repre-
sentative, because in respect to his deity in union
with humanity, and the peculiar relations which
he sustains, and acts which he performs as a di-
vine person, he could not properly be represent-
ed by any created agent. The terms, ¢ Lamd,”
« Lion of the tribe of Judah,” “ oot of David,”
are here used as Proper Names of the Son of
God. That these are appropriate denominatives
of the Messiah, will not be questioned, and that
Jesus Christ himself is the Lamb here spoken of)
is evident from the context, where it is said:
“ And he came and took the book out of the
right hand of him that sat upon the throne. And
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when he had taken the book, the four living
creatures, {wa, and four-and-twenty elders fell
down before Tue Laus, having every one of them
harps, and golden vials full of odors, which are
the prayers of saints. And they sang a new song,
saying, Trou art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof ; for Tiou wasT sLAIN, AND
HAST REDEEMED Us to God by thy blood, out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and na-
tion ; and hast made us unto our Ged kings and
priests; and we shall reign on the earth.” Rev.
v. 7-10. None but Jesus Christ has performed
the work of redemption, and to none but him
would such a song be applicable. None but a
divine person could rightly be associated with
God the Father in such an aseription of praise
as that in verse 18th: ¢ Blessing, and hounor, and
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”
To have paid such adoration® to a mere creature,

* See the full exhibition of the worship rendered to the
Lamb, Rev. v. 8-13, and compare Rev. xiv. 1, where God i3
alluded to as the “Father” of the Lamb: “And I looked,
and lo, the Lambd* stood on the mount Sion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having his FATHER'S name

written in their foreheads.” Surely, the Son of the Father
must be Christ, the Lamb of God, and not a mere brute animal.

* The best editions have here, Rev. xiv. 1, 76 pvior, the Lamb.
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whether a lamb or any other animal, would have
been as much an act of idolatry, as that of the
children of Israel when they proclaimed a festi-
val unto Jehovah, and worshipped a golden calf
as the representative of the great God who had
brought them up out of the land of Egypt.
Exod. xxxii. 4, 5, 6,8. It is no mere created
agent, therefore, but the almighty and divine
Redeemer, the risen and glorified Saviour, who
is here presented to us as the Lamb whom saints
and angels worship. The symbolic appendages
of seven horns and seven eyes, Rev. v. 6, which
John saw in the vision, were doubtless assumed
for the occasion, as emblematical of Christ’s om-
nipotent and omnipresent Spirit in its sevenfold
or complete and entire perfection—the Iloly Spi-
rit of God.

This epithet, therefore, the « Lamd,” is in that
vision @ denominative of the Lord Jesus Ohrist,
as it is in Rev. vi. 16, where “the kings of the
earth” and others “said to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the face of
him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb;” and in Rev. vii. 14, 17,
where it is said of the white-robed palm-bearers,
that they have “washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of ¢.e Lambh”—and that
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“the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne”
(compare Rev. v. 6, where the Lamb is spoken
of as occupying, in that vision, the same posi-
tion, namely, “in the midst of the throne’)y—
“the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living
fountains of waters.”*

The omission of the article in the Greek of
Rev. v. 6, does not seem, when we examine the
context, a sufficient reason for the opinion that
the being whom John saw in the vision was a
mere brute animal. The Lamb spoken of stood
by the throne of God, Rev. v. 6; he came and
took the book from the right hand of him who
sat upon the throne, verse 7Tth; he received the
worship of the heavenly hosts, verse 8th; and
the reason assigned in the “new song” why he
was worthy to take the book and open the seals

# Compare John i. 29, 85, 86: “The next day John seeth
Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the world.” ¢ Again, the next
day after, John stood, and two of his disciples; and looking
upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold ¢the Lamb of God.”

There can be no question, therefore, that the term Lamb
might properly be used in the Apocalypse, as a denominative
of the Lord Jesus Christ; and if the Lamb in the midst of the
throne, as spoken of in Rev. vii. 17, is Christ, so also is the
Lamb in the midst of the throne, as spoken of in Rev. v. 6.
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thereof, was becaunse he had been slain, and had
redeemed them to God by his blood, verse 9th;
which shows that Christ was the person ad-
dressed. The visible indications that Christ the
Lamb had been slain, Rev. v. 6, consisted, per-
haps, of the marks on his person, such as the
print of the nails in his hands and his feet, and
the impression of the spear in his wounded side,
marks which, it will be recollected, were visible
in the resurrection body in which he appeared
to the disciples, John xx. 27; and in which he
ascended to heaven, Luke xxiv. 39, 40, 51; Acts
TR

The term Lamb, therefore, in these passages, is
to be taken as a Proper Name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lamb that was slain, Rev. xiii. 8.

In like manner in Rev. xix. 11-21, Christ ap-
pears as his own representative. This is evident
from the description there given. He is styled
“rug Worp or Gop,” verse 13th, a name which,
in the first chapter of St. John’s gospel, is ap-
plied to that divine person, the Eternal Son of
God, who took human nature into union with
himself. “He hath on his vesture and on his
thigh a name written, Kixe of kings and Lorp
of lords,” verse 16th; compare Rev. xvii. 14.
He has “a sharp sword” proceeding from his
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mouth, one of the symbolic badges of the risen
Saviour, in Rev. 1. 16, indicative of the fact that
his avenging sentence is to result in the destrue-
tion of his enemies ; “ and 1IE TREADETH TIIE WINE
prEss of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God,” verse 15th. Hence his characteristic as
an Avenger in that day, is symbolized in verse
13th, by the raiment in which he is clothed—*a
VESTURE DIPPED IN BLooD.” There can be no
question, therefore, that the Leader of the hea-
venly armies, Rev. xix. 11-21, is the risen and
glorified Saviour. He cannot be a mere “per-
sonification of Christianity.” Such an exposi-
tion is wholly at variance with the symbolization,
which evidently represents a living agent. As
well might it be said that the ram and the he-
goat, Dan. viii., are mere personifications of war.
If the one symbolized “ the kings of Media and
Lersia,” Dan. viil. 20, and the other, “the king
of Grecia,” verse 21, as we are expressly told in
the inspired interpretation of that vision, so this
celestial Leader is shown, with equal clearness,
by his name and characteristics, to be the “ Kixa
of kings and Lord of lords,” Rev. xix. 16; the
personal “ Worp or Gop,” verse 13, the Lord
Jesus Christ.

For a similar reason, namely, because noc
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created agent could properly represent him, God
the Father also symbolizes himself.

Thus in Rev. iv., the person seated on the
throne in heaven, verse 2d, and who is distin-
guished from the Lamb that came to him, Rev.
v. 7,1s evidently God the Father, for he receives
the adoration of saints and angels, Rev. v. 13,
and holds in his hand a book, Rev. v. 1, symbol-
ical of the divine purposes, and written within
and without to show that those purposes are
complete and full, a book which none but the
Lamb can take and open, Rev. v. 2-7, he being
the Revealer of the counsels of the deity.

In Rev. vil. 9-17, the white-robed palm-bear-
ers symbolize those victorious believers who come
out of the great tribulation—odrei cicww oi épxomeros
b 77c Oabews Trs peyaryg, literally translated—
“THESE ARE THEY WIIO COME FROM OUT OF THE
TRIBULATION THE GREAT.” TRev. vii. 14, compare
Dan. xii. 1, Rev. xvi. 18. They are manifestly
individuals of the human race who are believers
in Christ, because none but such can be said to
wash their garments “in the blood of the Lamb,”
verse 14. As the persons indicated are those
WHO COME OUT OF THE GREAT TRIBULATION, they
can only be those wio WERE ONCE 1N It, and are
therefore believers who, after having lived at

3
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the epoch denoted by the vision, and continued
faithful to their trust in the midst of unprece-
dented trouble, are to rejoice, as here represent-
ed, in their ultimate deliverance. They are
clothed in white robes to show that they are
accepted before God: and they bear the palm
in token of victory. They enjoy the beatific
presence of their God and Saviour, for they are
“before the throne of God, and serve him day
and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on
the throne shall dwell among them. They shall
hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; neither
shall the sun strike them, =éen é7” aévovs, nor any
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes.” Rev. vii.
15-17. In other words, they are to be exempt
from all evil, to be clothed with immortality, to
have the most delightful communion with their
heavenly Father, to receive the visible mani-
festations of his personal presence, and to be
for ever with Jesus. The glory of their deliver-
ance—s cwrngie, “THE 