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HERALDRY OF THE WORLD is both
an introduction to the subject of heraldry
illustrated with more examples in colour
than any other book approaching this
price; and a guide nowhere else available
in such a concise form to the heraldey of
most of the countries in the world where
heraldry is 1o be found.

It begins with a concise exposition of the
general rules of heraldry, generously illu-
strated with black-and-white drawings,
dealing with topics such as blazoning, im-
paling and the use of supporters, Then
follow 96 pages giving some 600 examples
in colour of the heraldry — national and
ol leading families - of 6 countries ( most
of the countries of heraldry's European
home, plus America, South Africa, Aus-
tralia, some South American countries,
Miexico and Canadia) wiln a Tinal se¢non
on ecclesiastical heraldry. The accompa-
nying text explains and amplifies the in-
formation contained in the colour pages.

As well as being valuable to students ol
heraldry and in schools, the book will ap-
peal to anyone with interests where coats
of arms are encountered, such as ancient
buildings and historic sites, antique fur-
niture, silver and porcelain, and classical
art.

HERALDRY OF THE WORLD has
been edited in the Enghsh-language edi-
tion by D.H.B. Chesshyre, Rouge Croix
Pursuivant, an Officer of the College of
Arms.

£2.40
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EDITOR’S PREFACE

This useful little book was written originally in America by
Carl Alexander von Volborth and has subsequently appeared in
Germany and Denmark, the Danish edition having been
extensively adapted and edited by Sven Tito Achen and
published by Politikens Forlag in 1972,

The present edition is a translation from the Danish, and the
English editor has been at pains to preserve the text of the
Danish edition, merely making minor amendments where
necessary for the benefit of the English and American reader
and endeavouring to ensure that the sections relating to English
heraldry are in keeping with current heraldic practice as
observed at the College of Arms. He does not claim to vouch
for the accuracy of every detail, as the work covers a very wide
spectrum, but he feels confident that the book will fill an
important gap in the literature of heraldry.

D. H. B. Chesshyre London, 1973,



THE ORIGINS OF HERALDRY

It was dunng the carly decades ol the twellth century, between the First and
Second Crusades, that nobles, kmights and princes began to identfy themselves and
their n’]-l.lipmrl:ll, their shields in particular, by the use ol simple figures in clear,
contrasting colours, and this must be considered the origin of what is now called
heraldry. For warnors 1o decorate themselves and their shields was certainly
nothing new; it had been a feature of almose all ages and cuftures | see p. 41, in
Eumpr as well as elsewhere, since long before the twelfth century. The partic ular
characteristic ol these new shield devices was the fact that they remained more or
less the same lor cach individual and then gradually became hereditary : that their
use was extended to practucally all classes and institutions in the community ; and
that this deveioped into a detailed and permanent system for the elaboration and
application of the insignia within a short time

#‘hr carliest arms were .1r1n|url| at will by the individual, but from about 1400
onwards sovereigns began to grant insignia by means of letters patent, often, but
by no means always, as the prerogative of the nobility. Families whose nobility
originates in such letters patent or in similar elevations or creations are said to hold
patents of nobility; the older anstocracy, whose origins are lost in the darkness of
the Middle Ages, is known as the ‘old nobility’, But concurrently with the granting
ofinsignia by letters patent, people continued to assume insignia for themselves and,
provided that devices were used that were not already the prerogative of others nor
resembled another bearing too closely, this was tolerated, at least in the Middle
Ages in most European countries

From the warrior class the practice spread to the Church, to burghers and
larmers, and to munic ipal governments, craft guilds and other institutions. Almost
from the beginning of heraldry women too had the right to bear arms. (See also

pp. 424,

e

TI:;- coat of arms above belonged to Archduke Maximilian of Austna who became

King of the Romans in 1486 and, as Maximilian |, Emperor 1493-1519 The two
ves of the inescutcheon stand for Austna and Burgundy
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HERALDIC CHARGES

1 Arms 5 Arms of
ﬂ‘f san Monaco
Manno

2. Arms of 4 Arms of

Andorra Luxembourg

What were the angins of these new devices?

For the warnor class there were three main sources r1l':i||-|;jr'.||inn: the banners
and standards that alreadv existed in the 4||':~-hr|'.-.|ri'||_ l:u-riml. the purely
functional plaung or reinforcement given to the shield - nails, ridges, strips,
crosses, etc. - and hnally what might be called totemic signs: figures, olten ol
animals or fabulous beasts, expressing chivalrous ideals, such as warlike lons,
cagles, falcons, unicorns, and so on _

For princes and the Church manv devices were probably derived from seals,
the use of which antedates heraldry proper, or from religious symbols, 1t was also
natural for people ol various stations to choose devices relevant to their profession
or way of life. The bishopincluded a crosier in his escutcheon, the priest a chalice,
the squire a spur, the brewer a barrel, the smith a hammer, the fisherman a fish
trap, and so on

A large number ol these were what are called ‘cantuing arms’, i.e. they
llustrate or refer to the bearer’s name, for example a falcon for the name
Falconer, or hirondelles - swallows - for Arundel. Further reference will be made
to this on p. 34. It must also be mentioned that many arms were adaptations or
imitations of existing coats

The word ‘heraldry’ is denived from the word ‘herald’. The herald of the
Middle Ages was a messenger between rulers, a sort of ambassador, and he
gradually became responsible for the organising of state ceremonies and
tournaments. Particularly in the case of tournaments it was of the greates
jﬂquﬂHH! e Jor him 10 be able Ly FEs u-.q.ujw Jlu' drria'm of the p..'”l.'u .1'.'.);:1'11.5. and
thus the herald became so expert in “armory’ that 1t was eventually named alter
him. Heralds attempted 1o work out registers in order to keep control of all the
arms in use within their official sphere.

In Great Britain heralds have survived until the present day and sull exercise
a certain authority. In England this is invested in the College of Arms (the
Corporation of Kings, Heralds and Pursuivants of Arms) and, in Scotland, in
the Office of Lord Lvon King of Arms. In other countries too there are offices
which deal with heraldic problems, particularly those of state and local
government. This is true of Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Holland, Belgium,
Spain, Treland and South Africa. Most of these however are of more recent
origin.



PRE-HERALDRY

pre-heraldic . g 11 Eagle standard of the
shield devices and 3 Roman legions, the
head-dresses atc L aagle reappears in 12

6. Roman officer

3 f
bout A.D. 1 12. Eagle in the arms o
. the Holy Roman Empire,
fourteenth century
7 Asiynan
warror
¢ BOD B.C

T TN

L)

N

.I'I.‘ . - .
m

7 ik

8. Noble Inca warnor, 9 Sioux brave, North 10. Masai warnor, East
U, sixteenth century. Amenca, nineteenth century. Afnca, c. 1900

9



P
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13. Herald of the Holy

Roman Empire, sixteanth
century

18. Arms of Switzerland,
traditional

10

USAGES AND FORMS

Heraldry was orniginally
used to ll'i‘ﬂ]ln{lihl:l Warriong
irom warnor, hrst on the
hattleheld and later mainly
in tournaments. At the
same time and for a long
period afterwards it was
ill1|mr'!-|llt as a4 means ol 14. AfmMs of Finland
idenuhcation on seals, and g adpional

to thas dav it iu uhrfl A8
sign of ux-.nrrnls:ip and a
mark of decoranon on all
sorts of utilitarian and
ornamental artucles
Heraldry clearly meets a
great human need, and
when a political revolution
abolishes an exisung system
of heraldry, vervy olten a
new one s introduced. This
occurred at the end ol the
eighteenth century during
the French Revolution, and
during the wars of
hberation 1in Morth and
South Amenica see Figs 15,
132, 858 and 861 . The
same thing happened after
1917, when the Communists
overthrew the Czanst
regime in Russia (see p. 158
Japan has from anciem
umes had 1ts own heraldic
svstem which 15 1n some
respects reminiscent of the
FEuropean

S T

SR

W ¥

e

15 Emblem of
GuJatemala,
ravolutionary

16 Emblem of
Cogmmunist China

17. Emblem of the
Emperor of Japan

F

7P

k|
i

20 Armns of Israel,

19 Arms of Turkey,
almaost traditional

adapted from the traditional



SHIELD AND HELMET

22 Early pattern for Esquire or
Gentleman and Uradel (noblesse de race)

21. Asmonal beanngs of the
German Nobel pnizewinner,
Dr Emil von Behring (1854-1917)

23 Later pattern for Esquire or Gentleman
and Burger, somelimes also used by nobility

The principal component of a coat
of arms is the shield, sometimes
called the escutcheon, decorated
With e i Imare fit"l..'ii . or
‘charges’ ; to thisis added the helmet
with mantling and crest.
According to the bearer’s rank,
the fashion of the age or individual
preference, there can be added
coronets or other isignia ol rank,
insignia of office, supporters, mant-
Iini{. badges, a scroll with motto,

€tc. All these details and others will Bi  Plibern e nntiiv
h'l' di"il'{l\hrﬂ ir| I:|']r' !u]ln'n irm pages since the Renaissance



SHIELD AND HELMET

26. Arms of
Nicolo Machiavelh
(1469-1527)

25 Arms of the
German city of
Baden-Baden

27 Arms of

John Shakespeare

the dramatist’'s father, 1596
shown on the
following pages. A
shield can be used
on its own [ Fig.
261, with a crown
above ]"1E 22),
with helmet and
crest (Fig. 28). or

T he shield 1s the
most important
part of a coat of
arms. It can take
practically any
form, depending
on period, place,
function, situation
with crest alone,
without helmet

or the whim of the
heraldic artist,

; & ne
hxdlﬂ|ﬂrhdrr rig. 27).

28. Arms of the German baronial family of von Braun, of which the rocket expert
Wernher von Braun 1s a member

12



SHIELD AND HELMET

century

311 Norman warmor
glaventh century

29. Anglo-Saxon warnor

gleventh century
30. A shield with curved notch
cut away in dexter chief
(onginally for the lance) 1s called

4 bouche

Burgundy,
14th

century

| FE
France,
15th
cantury

l

Germany
14th

ceEntury

32 Coat of arms in the baroque
style. seventeenth century

13



SHIELD AND HELMET

Morman',
Italy,
13th

century

\

Arms of the
German family of von
Strethingen, ¢ 1300

33. Three early
forms of shield

34 A German knight, Hartmann von Aue,
c. 1300. showing arms on shield, helmet.
banner and horse s capanson

Germany
16th
century

Rococo-style shield
gighteenth-century

15th
and
16th

cCeéntunes

13th

10
35 rabove and right) 156th
Several later forms of centunas
shield

14

‘French’,
15th
century



BARREL HELMET

36 The earliest form of helmet used in heraldry going back to the thirteenth century,
was called the barrel helm or great helm From the end of the fourteenth century it
began to be replaced by the tournament helmet (see next page) In Scotland the
barrel helm is the heraldic helmet for the rank of gentleman or esquire, regardiess of
how old his coat of arms is, but in most other countries it is generally used only with
a coat of arms which can be traced back 10 the thirteenth or fourteenth centuries.

37 Style of arms and helmet 38 Style of arms and helmet
for ancient German nobility for Scottish esquire and gentle
man

15



TOURNAMENT HELMET
OR JOUSTING HELMET

39, The tournament helmet denves its name from the tourney or tournament. i.e
fighting with lances as a form of sport. It came into use about the beginning of the
fifteenth century and it was used in heraldry for several centurias, in non-arnstocralic
arms especially

16



HELMET AND MANTLING

40 Mantling was originally a piece of material fastened to the top of the heimet and
hanging down over the warmor s neck and shoulders, possibly 1o protecl him from
the heat of the sun

41 It was probably in connection with the
fashion of the times (see below) that heraldic
mantling was developed dunng the fifteenth
century as flowing drapery with pleats and
creases, scallops and slashing. The tinctures
of the mantling are as a rule the same as those
of the shield, the most important colour being
on the outside and the most important ‘metal’
on the nside, though there are many
exceptions

Dunng the sixteenth century and later it
developed into what 1s sometimes regarded as
foliage (see p. 19)




THE BARRED HELMET
(OR BARRED BURGONET)

42. The barred helmet came into use in the course
of the fifteenth century. It is not certain whether it
was actually worn dunng the tournaments or
whether it was merely a parade heimet decorated
with the approprigte crests, displayed by the
participants before the contest

In the course of the Renaissance and at later
F}:'rlurh attemplts were made to ensyre that the
use of the barred helmet in a coat of arms was
reserved for the nobility, but this was not
entirelv successful (see text p. 103). [n the
seventeenth century and later several countries
tried to establish the rule that the pasition of the
helmet (profile or en face) and the number ol
bars should indicate the vanous ranks, but this
classification was difficult to enforce

18



THE VISORED HELMET
(OR ARMET)

Helmet for English

or Insh esquire or
gentleman (Aplain
tournament helm
with no pendant at
the neck would be
preferred today )

43. Helmet with visor as used in ltaly, England and Ireland

19



THE VISORED HELMET
(OR ARMET)

45 and 46 From the sixteenth century
onwards helmets with open wvisors, usually
affronty and at times in gold, were used by
kings and princes (see Fig 440)

49 After the Renaissance, when heraldry no
longer had any practical function and had
become rmerely ‘paper heraldry, many errors
and absurdities arose Below can be seen a
Spanish axample of this: the mantling is not
attached to the top of the helmetl. but to its
inside The combination of visor and bars on
the helmét does seem actually to have been
used, however

47 Helmet for
italian patncian

48 Helmat for
British kmght or
baronet. steel-coloured




HELMET AND ROBE OF ESTATE

650. In the savanteenth and sighteenth
centuries another form of mantling came into
minence, as shown in the design for a
coat of arms, right. This 1s the ‘robe of estate’,
repreésented in some countries in the bunched
manner illustrated here which resembles the
tent-like ‘pavilion’ used by many hereditary
sovereigns (see Figs 275 and 276-80)

51. The small Spanish mantle, or mantelete, which in
the illustration on the left is red and lined with ermine
seems to be a transitional stage between mantling
and robe of estate, although very early examples of
manthing in capeline form may be found (see Fig 206)

852 Arms of the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus (Carl von Linné) (1707-78),
ennobled in 1757. The robe of estate was very popular as a form of mantling with
New nobility of eighteenth-century Sweden

I'.:]I



MORE THAN ONE HELMET

54 Maodel for a German aristo-
cratic coat of arms. showing the
order of precedence for three
helmets and indicating possible
relatianship (o0 quarternngs

X

-l'- -._____. - a8 B Lo ] -{,l.,
e i el ]
\&-— ;o ;

PR HERT pcons

" l@ ;rm ; E"‘i)u
\t}' 4 Wi (f;:‘f,-..

53 A model for 8 Swedish baronial
coat of arms with two helmets The
more important helmet 1s placed
dexter

(VY
l"‘ - Al oA
Rb-*fwwh

57 A coat of arms may have more than one
helmet. (In Great Britain there are rarely more
than two, while in Germany there may be
anything up to a dozen.) If there are two, the
maost important s placed dexter, if three, in the
middle Examples of this are given on this
page On the Continent and in Scotland two
or more helmets are mostly onented towards
the middle. In England they usyally face 1o
the dexter, as shown in this model for a
viscount's coat of arms



TINCTURES

right and left, and this can
be confusing. It s
therefore preferahle 10

use the internalignal

terms ‘dexter’ ang
‘sinister

58. The shield is déscribed
as seen by the beate,
standing bahind it Thus
the heraldic nght and the
heraidic left are the
opposité of the normal

ar 60 I:Dul'lt-ﬂ‘l'thnngmg_ a
a shield divided very. coat divided honzontally
cally (per pale) into (per fess) the pwo stars
red and white with a counterchanged.

rose counterchanged
i
|‘ !
I

|
-J

59. Counterchanging

gEmERuE s EE BAE
EwEaBgE §EFEds
CCTTRTEI LR R
T LLLLT
YT TLILIIE L L]
TLETE IR LR LY B
FiEsETE R RERT g
TIE LI EERER
HEWE ERRS AN EEE
TTTE T RE T

t

Or Argent Azure Gules Vert Purpugs
(yellow or gold) (whte or silver) (blue) (red) (green)  (purple)

Sable Sable Ermine Ermines Vair Countey vair

(black ) (black)

61 and 62 (above) Gold and silver are
called metals and blue, red, green, purple
and black are called colours. Ermine and

63 V
ﬂld-ﬂr?;}m vair are called furs In good heraldry A
colour must not be supenmposed on nothey
colour nor metal on metal, but metal and v:natlcm of
L O

colour shouid alternate. The system of

indicating the tinctures with the ad of

shading (or hatching) was developed in
the seventeenth céntury. There are however other systems than the one shown here,
SO care i1s necessary when interpreting early blazons

23



DIVISIONS AND ORDINARIES

65 Per Per Per rer Quarterly Per
pale fess bend saltire pall
==
66a Per pale. sinister half per tess 66b Tierced in fess, Tierced in
Per fess, the base per pale pale; Tierced in bend
Gyronny of six pieces

§7. Chuet Fess Pale Bend Bendiet Chevron

Saltire i
{or St Chiet Per

68. Pall Andrew's and Cross Base chevron
Cross) pale throughou!

69 Two Threa Threea Bend Pile Three
bars pallets bendlats SINISTEr chevronels



70a Coste (narrow bendlet), Bend 10b Goutty; Semy de lys; Bezanty
consed, Pale cotised (semy of gold roundels)

71. Double Bordure Canton Lozenge Labal Fret

lrassure

12. Inescutcheon Gyron Flaunches Bezant Orle Billet
{gold
roundel )

73. Cross Cross Cross Cross Cross Cross
Calvary patriarchal botony flauretty flory moline
{Or cross of

LOorraing

14, Cross Cross Cross Cross Crass St
formy crossiet Tormy PO MMy potant Anthony
fitchy oF Cross
Latly or
Tau -.}'."}

Cross



PARTITION AND BORDER LINES

Engrmlud
|l'|"u'Ec[E{‘.| — -
!nﬂenmﬂ

75a. Fess engrailed 75b Fess invected (or

invecked)
avaVaVa Vel
Dancetty
Dancetty floretty Wavy or Undy
LLUL STV XB B
Embatiied
Nebuly
Tl EST b, P b W o
Raguly Dovetailed
282525 SN T
Potent 76. These forms Embattled grady (or

can be used for  panied embatiied)

AN

Rayonny

border ines as well
as for diwvisional

Urdy

lines as n the
example above

17 A held can be partitoned n many wWays
For these four examples see the terms on
p. 184

78. Deco- 79 An-
rative other
treatmeant example of
of the thaper [see
surface of Fig. 78)

a shueld is

called 80 Other methods of dividing the field. See

diaper p. 184

26



CHARGES

Almost anything can be used as a heraldic
charge but the depiction is as a rule greatly
simplified or stylised

B81. Eagle close B2 Lion sejant

84 Lion passant B85. Lion couchant 86 Eagle nsing or volant

88. Lion salient. 89. Lion statant reguardan

4

B87. Lion rampant 90. Lion dormant




CHARGES

¥

Gk

91 Lion rampant 93. Lion rampant

reguardant 92 Double-headed  guardant
eagle
94 Lion sejant 95 Lion sejant 96 Lion rampant
arect affronty queue fourchy
z 99 Lion sejant

97. Fish haurnan

98 Lion rampant erect guardant
double-headed
and coward

>

102. Fish naiant

105. Escallop

100. Fish unnant

104. Dolphin
embowed

103. Fish naiant



CHARGES

106 Deami-goat 107. Bull rampant 108 Demi-ram issuant
with collar 10 the sinister from a coronét
(as a crest) (as a crest)

.

109. Lion's face 111 Waolf's head

{often blazoned as

a leopard's face) 110. Pelican in its fest erased
feeding 1ts young
(in its pety )

116 Talbot's 116 Saracen's face
head issuant wreathed about
the temples

172. Horse 113, Paschal

rampant Lamb
from a

coronet

114 A crane with a
stone in I11s claw
{"in 1ts vigilance )

=

119. Martlet

117. Cock.. 118. Clenched 120 Vambraced arm
fist with coronet
SCimitar

29



CHARGES

122. Lymphad
121 Boar's head

couped at the
neck

123 Boar's head
couped close

125 127

124. Swan rousant Quatrefoil Cinguefoil 128 Han

131. Towear

130 Lime-tree 132 Oak-tree
129, Trefoil. o = 4 om eradicated 133

. é % s Fleur-de-lys
' 135 Rose

134 Rod of 136 Rod of
Aesculapius Mercury or
caduceus

137 Antlers or
attires. (In
Scotland, ‘tynes’ )

30



CHARGLES

POU

139 Battle axe 140, Scimitar Arrow

146. Hunting
harn

145 Sword
149 Moon 152 Moon
| decrescent increscent
148. Sun in @
splendouf 150. Crescent 153. Moon

151 Caltrap increscent
\ , with face
70N '
155. Milinind

156 Chessrook 157 Clanon 168 Covered
cup

160 Maunche 161. Estoile

il

&

' 142. Anchos

147 Buffalo
horns

154. Five-
pointed mullet

159. Pheon

162 Water.
bouget

31



CHARGLES: FABULOUS CREATURES

163 Wyvern
164 Double-tailed 165. Heraldic
mermaid, also tger Occurs
called melusine particularly in

English heraldry

166. Dragon 167 Mermaid, often 168. Heraldic antelope
depicted with (usually shown with
comb and glass horns serrated). Occurs

particularly in Enghsh heraldry

169. Pegasus 171. Unicorn
170. Gnffin



CHARGES: FABULOUS CREATURES

172 Sea-horse 173. Harpy displayed 174. Heraldic

175 Type of 176 Cockatrice
heraldic panther

177. Gnffin in the
Russian city of Sebas-
topol's coat of arms

178 Crowned basilisk or wyvearn
in the arms of the city of Kazan
in Russia (see Fig B08)

179. Cherub's face

181, Seraph's face

180. Crowned heraldic panther 182 Crowned gnffin's
In the arms of the city of head in the city
Graz in Austnia arms of Malmo

33



CANTING ARMS

Canting arms are arms in which the charge or charges illustrate the
holder's name or, by a stretch of the imaginaton, his way of life or even
his address. As stated on p. 8 there are a tremendous number of canting
arms, certainly far more than we realise, because many of them may be
a play upon the meaning or pronunciation of a name no longer used
or long since lorgotien.

Canting arms have been popular from the very heginnings of
heraldry, among all classes of the community, from the castle in the
arms of the King ol Castile (see Fig. 271) to the arms of craftsmen and
farmers. From the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries we even have
examples of noble families rejecting their old, non-canting arms in
favour of new, canting ones One example is that of the German counts,
later princes, von Henneberg. They exchanged a wall and an eagle for
a hen (German: Henne). The Danish-Swedish noble family of Trolle
originally bore a coat of arms tierced, but changed over to a troll (a
supernatural giant or dwarf).

On the next page are examples of German and English canting
arms, and the rest of the book contains many others: from Germany,
Bach (a beck Fig. 557) and Diirer (a door, German: Tir) (Fig. 562 ;
from Austria, Rothschild (Fig. 580 ; from Switzerland, Uri [avrochs)
‘Fig. 597); from ltaly, Turin (a bull, Latin: tauwrus) (Fig. 708) ; from
Norway, Bull (Fig. 751 ) ; from Sweden, Goos (a goose) (Fig, 780) ; and
from Finland, Horn (Fig. 786 . But canting arms are not alwavs so easv
to decipher. They may be based on a dialect, or even on a foreign
language. There is the example of the Danish vicar, Lauritz Petersen,
who in the seventeenth century latinised his name to Petracus and, as
this was related to the Greek word petra, meaning a rock, he went one
step further and translated it into Syrian ( Thura). Since there is a Latin
word of a similar sound which means incense the Thura family in-
cluded a censer in their coat of arms. This is an example of a punning
charge. But the surname could also be chosen to refer to the charge,
and this often explains the meaning of the bearings. The Danish
nobility were in 1526 compelled 1o adopt permanent surnames and
quite a number of families took their name from their escutcheons, like
the families of Rosenkrantz (the wreath ol roses surmounting the
helmet, see Fig. 729) and Gyldenstjerne (a gold star).

There are also many non-aristocratic families whose arms originated
in the name of the family house and where the charge eventually
became the family name,

There were also instances where the charge and the name were
created simultaneously, such as Tordenskjold 'meaning literally
‘thunder shield’) and his thunderbolt, see Fig. 743



CANTING ARMS

183. Von 184 Von 185 Von Hahn 186 Von 155? Von

Baum Radecke Hahn=cock Rappard runn
Rad= wheel Rappe = black Brunnen
Ecke=corner horse well

188. Von 189. City arms of 190 Von Specht
Merkatz Ahlen. Aal=eel Specht=woodpecker
Meerkatze-

monkeay

192. City arms

191. City arms
of Bibra Biber of Louvain or
= hagver Laowen [owe

lion

193. City arms
of Gotungen
(a capital G)

195 The Barbers' Company,
London, included three fleams
for blood-letting in its arms

194 The Horners' Company
!.undun. includes three hunt
ing horns in its arms
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CRESTS

The fashion of placing a wreath, made up of two twisted bands of
silk, designed to keep the mantling firmly attached to the helmet, was
started in about the middle of the fourteenth century. The wreath (or
‘torse’) was also used as a support for the crest (see the following pages)
and to hide the join between helmet and crest.

A crown was often used for the same purpose. These crowns or
coronets were originally the privilege of noble families, but later they
were used by other classes and are therefore not necessarily a sign of
rank.

As well as the traditional crest-coronet (see Figs. 205, 208 and 209),
various other forms of crown gradually came into being, examples of
which are shown below.

197. Antique
or eastern
crown

200. Crown
vallary

198 Mural
crown

199 Pattern for coat of arms with
mantling and wreath. The twists
of the latter usually alternate in the
two tinctures of the manthng

204 Antigue or
gastern crown

201. Palisado
cCrown

202 Astral 203. Naval
Crown cCrown
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CRESTS

207. Crest of the
German troubadour
Frauenlob, about

206. Arms of the
Count of Genevois, Count of Savoy,
fourteanth century fourteenth century

The ecarhiest use of a crest known o us comes
from a seal dated 1197 belonging 1o Baldwin of
Flanders. It was not until the thirteenth and
fourteenth centuries that crests became general
They could be made vl leather, canvas (on a
wooden framework | leathers and suchhke, and
were worn especially at tournaments. In
Northern and Central Europe, and in the
British lsles. most {amily coats of arms have a
crest, but this 1s not the case m France and
Southern Europe.

In many countries helmet and crest are not
borne h!.' women and the clergy

208. Crest of the 209. Arms of the
German emperor King of Sweden.
about 1300 about 1390
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CRESTS

210. The use of a crest may originally have
denoted a certain rank, i.e. only people
whose social position allowed parnicipa
ton in tournaments having the right to
bear them

In many cases crests bear no relanon to
tke charges on the shield but in other
caLes they are similar or indentical See
“igs 211, 212 and 213

211. Arms of the ancient
baronial family of Rudt von
Collenberg

212. Arms of the family of 213 Arms of the old
German industrialists von aristocratic German family
Borsig, ennobled in Prussia of von Hassendorff

in 1909
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CRESTS

214 Buffalo horns 215 An eagle on a 216 A demi-hon
without a wreath_, wreath (double-queued)
' upon a wreath

217. In England and Scotland a
hat as shown here — called a cap

of maintenance — 1s usually as-
sociated with a feudal utle or
privilege

218 The armorial bearings of the
German poet Fniedrich von Schiller
(17569-1805) as a member of the
nobility of the Holy Roman Em-
pire or Reichsadel (from 1802)
The laurel wreath on the helmet
symbolises his title of poet laureate

219. As a rule wreath and coronet
are alternatives but in ltaly both
are often used together, as on this

elmet for a patrician. See also
PR 127 #
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CRESTS

220 Coronet and three 221. Coronet and wings 222 Coronet and vam-
ostrich feathers conjoined braced arm with sword

223. In several countries on 224 A purely decorative coro-
the Continent a purely decora net set either on the helmet or
tive coronet which does not used as a charge on the shield
pertain to any particular rank (see Fig 338) is sometimes
may beincludedinthe achiave- called a ducal coronet, though
ment if the arms are displayed it does not necessanly in-
without a helmet, and in this dicate ducal or any other rank

case it can be assumed to be a
sign of nobility. See Fig. 512

225 The crest of the British
royal arms (as borne in
England by H. M Queen
Elizabeth) consists of a
crowned lion statant guardant
on the royal crown See also
Fig. 309
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227 A bishop's mitre as
crest does not necessanly
mean that the bearer 15 a
bishop

229. Arms of the German
composer Karl Mana von
Weber (1786-1826)

CRESTS

226 To show a helmet
affronty and the crest in
profile is considered bad
heraldry. The helmet and
creést should both face the
same way where practic-
able

228 At times the crest and
manthing become one See
also Figs 207. 213 and
226

230 Arms of the Swedish
explorer Sven Hedin
(1865-1952). ennobled in
1902
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ARMS OF ALLIANCE ETC.

M = man
W = wile
Mo=man’'s mother

231. The arms of a mamed couple may be marshalled in vanous ways
Above 1s the pattern for a8 Swedish countess

© o ()
eCoD €L op

233 Pattern for the arms
of a noble lady She may
also bear her husband's
arms alone

232. Pattern for the mar-
shalled arms of a marmed
couple, ensigned by the
husband's coronet, in this
instance a Swedish baron-
1al coronat

234. |In England a man may
quarter his paternal arms
with his mother's if she 15
an heraldic heiress, though
a second crest 1s normally
assumed only by Royal
Licence

235 A pattern for the marshalled arms of a mamed couple When for aesthetic
reasons and de courtoise the man’'s halmet and crest are turned towards the wife's.
the charges on the shield itself may follow suit
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ARMS

236. Pattern for an
unmarned lady of the
Swedish nobility. See
also next page

239. Pattern for a mar-
ried lady of the Swedish
nobility

242 Pattern for a
Knight of Justice of
the German Order of
St John. The family
arms are borne in the
second and third quar-
ters.

237 Pattern for an
Anglican bishop: dio-
cesan arms on the
dexter, family arms on
the simister

240 Pattern
English

for an
gentleman
married 10 a peeress in
har own nght

243 PatternforaBritish
widow without near
male relations to carry
on the line

OF ALLIANCE ETC.

M = man
W= wile

238. Pattern for a
widow, Great Brntain

241 Pattern for an
untitlted maiden lady

Ij:
i

244 Pattern for a mag-
nate of the Order of
Malta The family arms
appear in the lower
part of the shield



ARMS OF WOMEN

245 Ficutious armonal beanngs for a
British pearess in her own nght. No halmet

or crest
246 From the 247. An gyval
beginning of shield, o
the sixteenth cartouchg s
century it sometliMmigg
became the used,
fashion in especially py
Great Brtain church dign;-
and Western tanes (s&e Figs
Europe to B73, BBS ggo)
depict the arms and. in
of women on Napoleon, e
a lozenge- heraldry, hy
shaped women |gae
escutcheon, Figs 483 a3nd
but it never 484)
became
genaral
practice, and
in Germany
and
Scandinavia
:Edlﬁfz:gf Is 248 Fictitious armorial bearings for 8 woman who 1s
used head of a Scots clan Crest and wreath without

helmet!, and a motto



BADGES AND EMBLEMS

See the text on the next page E; %

249 Emblem of the
French Queen Cathe-
rine de Medici (1519-
89) when widowed
Her husband. King
Henry |l, was killed in
a tournament in 1559
The Latin motto means
‘Hence my tears, hence
my SOrrow

iminmimimi

Bai_s = F T

T HITHIT
T e T N s

RV '

253 The English Tudor
dynasty had several

ges, among them a
portcullis, often shown
crowned

250. A spng of broom
planta gerista, was the
badge of Geoffrey of
Anjou (1113-51) and
nis descendants on the
English throne, and it
was from this that they
took the name Plant-
ageneat

252 Badge of Cathe-
rnne of Aragon (1485

1536). Henry ViilI's
first queen: a8 Tudor
rose, e usually a white
rose charged on a red
oneé, here placed on a
pomegranate (see Fig
639)

254 Badge of Bloody
Mary: a Tudor rose for
England and a sheaf of
arrows for Spain (see
Fig. 271)

251 Emblem of Charles
IX, King ol France
1560-74 The two en-
twined columns relate
to the Latn motto
‘With piety and justice’

255 Badge of Arthur,
Princeof Wales (1486—
1502)

45



BADGES AND EMBLEMS

A badge is a hgure or a device which in some cases can be used in the same
way as a coat of arms, butitis no emblazoned on a shield and need nog always be
in any special colours. The earliest badges are probably older than systematic
heraldry, and some may have been perpetuated as charges in early escutcheons.
Both escutcheon and badge may be used at the same time, in some cases together
as in Fig. 271, where Spain’s royal arms are accompanied by two royal badges,
a sheal of arrows and a voke.

Badges were common in Southern Europe and France; in Great Britain they
alwavs were, and are sull, much in favour, their use having been revived early
this century, but this is not the case in Germany and Scandinavia, where there
is no native word for the term ‘hadge’. In England badges were also borne by
retainers or partisans of certain personages, and became in fact almost party
emblers. In the Middle Ages the two rival lines of the roval house ook their
names from their badges, as did the royal dynasty itselfl (see Fig. 250). The white
rose of York and the red rose of Lancaster were united in 1485 to form the red
and white Tudor rose (see Fig. 261/, Other British badges based on plants can
be seen on p. 70. In modern times badges are used exiensively by institutions
such as schools, regiments, clubs and so on,

A badge therefore is often used by a large number of persons wha are not of
the same family but have another form of mutual relationship. But from the
hiteenth century onwards another type developed which, while resembling the
badge, was in many respects guite differens. This was a personal device or
cognizance often consisting of a motto and a figure alluding 10 it which together
would represent a person and express something about his character, ideals,
interests and so on. See Figs. 249, 251, 255 and 256, Most of these devices
referred originally to an individual, not to a family, but many of them were
subsequently used by the descendants of the first owner. Heraldic language also
changed and the word ‘device’ came in some countries to mean only a motto
without any emblem,

An ltalian form of the device is the impresa, the content of which was often full
of learned and lanciful references, In the sixteenth and seventeenth cenruries the
device and the impresa developed into what are called emblems. An emblem is a
heraldic device or a symbolic or allegorical representation, often combined
with a motto or slogan and as a rule of a religious or philosophical nature.
Sometimes an emblem was quite a rebus, with Latn, Greek or Hebrew words
and letters mixed wich charges full of svmbotism and subtdety.

The dividing line between hadge, device, impresa and emblem is difficult to
draw, and on these pages we have endeavoured to avoid using the ambiguous
word ‘device’ and have kept mainly to the terms ‘badge’ and ‘emblem’. See
the Luther rose, Fig. 503 .+
¥In modern English heraldry the terms ‘badge’, ‘motto’ and ‘rebus’ have precise
techmical meanings, whereas the terms ‘emblem’ and ‘device’ are ysed more
loosely — Ed.
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BADGES AND EMBLEMS

256. Emblem of the
Roman hoble family of
Piccolomini. The cres-
cent comes from their
coat of arms and the
Latin moio means 1m-
maculate’

=)

259. The 'Savoy Knot',
emblem of the ruling
house of Savoy See
also the collar of the
Order of Chivalry n
Fig. 670

257 A chained white
hartlodged ducallycol-
lared and chained gold
was the badge of Rich-
ard |1, King of England
1377-99

g,

260 Emblem of the
dukes of Burgundy and
of the Qrder of the
Golden Fleece estab-
lished by them: bran-
ches, forged steei and
sparks

258 Badge of the Eng-
lish nobleman Roger
de Lasci {Constable ot

Chester, 1179-1211)

261 Badge of the Eng-
lish royal house: a
rose crowned The
flower is a combination
ot the white rose badge
of York and the red
rose of Lancaster and
15 called a Tudor rose

262. A hadgahaog crowned was the emblem of the house of Orleans, a line of the
h royal house. whose best known member was Francis |, King of France

1615-47
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BANNERS

263 Long banner, twellth
century The charge is
placed so that 11 15 the
correc! way up when the
staff is held honzontally

254 (Oblohg banner, thir
teénth céntury, that of
Pierre, Count of Brittany
(1190--1250)

{{ 265 Trangular penaon
1277 The charge 1s set as
in FIH EE.H,

266 Square banner of the
scotiish Earl of Mar and
Kalliw, head of the Erskine
clan

287 Tngngu?ar pennon ot the
Earl of Mar and Kellie, head of the
Erskine clan. See also p. 70

268 Siandard of the Earl of Mar and Kelle, head o! the Erskine clan See also Figs
217 and 362
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SUPPORTERS

In some instances a coat of arms
may be held up or carried by
supporters. In most cases there
are two (identical or different),
but from time to time only one,
and i excentional cases more
than two, are used. Most sup-
porters are animals or fabulous
creatures, but iuman beings or
creatures in human form are also
used quite frequently. Sup-
porters began o appear regu-
larly in the fhfteenth century.
They may have developed from
the figures which seal engravers
placed between the shield in the
middie of the seal and the text
around the edge. Another origin
may be found in the cavalcade
or presentations that took place
before a tournament, when the
armorial shields of the partici-
pants were carried round by
their pages.

269. An angel supporter

AN e

o &

270. Arms of the Hanseatic town af Bremen



SUPPORTERS

271. Armorial bearings of Isabella of
Castila (castle and lion) and Ferdinand
of Aragon (pallets and eagles) At the
base is the pomegranate ot Granada
The shield is supported by a crowned
esagle The yoke and the sheaf of arrows
beneath are Spanish royal emblems

272. Arms of the Earl of Snowdon. The
shield is supported by a gnffin and an
eagle

50

In some countries everybody is
entitled to use supporters and
these need not always be the
SAME GICS.

The question of whether one's
shield should be supported by a
mermaid, two elephants or
something else s decided on
purely decorative grounds.

In other countnies there are
rules as to who is enttled to
them — the high nobility, towns
of a certain size, members ol
certain orders — and once sup-
porters have been decided on,
others cannot be used : cheir use
is not obligatory though, for an
escutcheon can always be de-
picted without supporters.
Some supporters stand on a
natural base or ‘compartment’,
others on a plinth, an ornament
or a motto-scroll.




SUPPORTERS

273 Arms of the Anglo-Belgian painter
and lithographer James Ensor (1860

1949) who was created a Baron by the
King of the Belgians in 1930 The suppor-
ters are two mermaids, each with the clef
of G in her hand. The mermaids, like the
sea in the top half of the shield, may be
symbolic of Ostend, Ensor's birth place,
and the beach where he played in his
childhood.

274 Arms of the Russian aristocratic
tamily of Mendeleyev, of which Dimitri
Mendeleyev (1834-1907). the well-
known chemist. was a member. The
Supporters are two lions rampant
reguardant

o1



THE PAVILION AND THE
ROBE OF ESTATE

275. Pavilion, favoured by some
hereditary sovereigns and reserved
exclusively for their use.

276. Robe of estate of continental 277. Robe of estate for Napoleonic
type. counts and senators

The origins of the robe of estate can be traced back at least to the six-
teenth century, Used sometimes as an alternative to mantling, it stems
perhaps from the robes of honour or office that princes and important
officials wore on ceremonial occasions or from the draperies around a
throne. The robe of estate is especially used by princes, the high
aristocracy and the holders of certain important offices, but not by all
in these categories,
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THE ROBE OF ESTATE

278. Arms of the Sovereign Military

Order of Malta.
The outside of a robe of estate is usually purple or red, but may a.so be
black or blue, as found at times in Sweden and France. It sometimes
has a pattern of fleurs-de-lys, crowns or Napoleonic bees (see pp. 82 and
90) or repeats the charges from the arms (Fig. 464). The inside is
usually ermine, but yellow (gold) and white (silver) may also be used.

279. Arms of the Prioress du Plessis 280 Robe of estate of a Spanish
de Richelieu, with insignia of office grandee with pattern for the
including staff and robe; eighteenth ascutcheaon.
century,
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AUGMENTATIONS

An augmentation is an addition, iL.e. a supplementary charge which a
ruler adds to an already existing coat of arms to honour its bearer. The
augmentation often consists of the sovereign’s own bearings or a part
thereof, or some other national symbol.

281
principal charge of
Belgium's arms (see
p. 80}, used as an
augmentation by
Belgian kings.

A chief with the

285 The red fess with the badge of
the Order signifies that the bearer is a
Knight of the Legion of Honour
Napoleon's augmentation for Cuwier,

1811
54

282. Augmentation for the Duke
of Wellington ahier his victory over
MNapoleon: the Union Badge placed
as an inescutcheon on Wellington's
paternal arms. (The lons in the
second and third quarters are
ysually shown with coronets about
their necks. )

284. In 1465 King Louis |l of
France gave the ltahan Piero
de’ Medici parmission to re-
place the topmost red roundel
in the Medici arms with tha
arms of France, three gold
fleurs-de-lys, set on a Dlug
roundel.

283 Another form of
augmentation used by
the kings of Belgium
a chief made up of the
Belgian flag

286. Arms of the French city of
Clermont- Ferrand. The four fleurs-de-
lys are a royal augmentation to the
city's onginal arms.



INSIGNIA OF OFFICE

|
287. Bishop s 289 A staff as
crosier. Shown insignia of Ire-
here as used by land’s Lord High
Benedict de Steward, here a
Montferrand, member of the
Bishop of 288 Arms of the province of Talbot family
Lausanne 1476 Brandenburg in Prussia The blue
91. inescutcheon with sceptre be-

came from 1466 the insignia of
the Lord High Chamberlains of
the MHoly Roman Empire. the
Erzkammerer, namely the Mar
graves of Brandenburg

290 Two crossed
banners behind the
tamily arms of
Scotland’s Royal
Standard Bearsy
(The arms are
those of
Scrymgeour. )

292. Two crossed
crosiers behind
the official coat of
arms of the
Hereditary Keeper
of St Fillan's
Crosier in
Scotland

291. Two batons in saitire for
England's Earl Matshal. the
Duke of Norfolk

09



INSIGNIA OF OFFICE

294. Two crossed Field
Marshal's batons for
the Marshals of the
Kingdom of France.

293 Arms of the German Counts zu Pappenheim 295. An anchor for the
The two crossed swords on a black and white Admirals of the King-
field are therr insignia as Hereditary Marshals 1o dom of France.

the Holy Roman Empire.

Insignia such as these are the distinguishing marks of power or dignity
pertaining to an office. They may be emblazoned with the pertinent
arms, be set behind or about the shield, or be part of a special official
coat of arms,

296. Two sets of sword and 297. Two crossed batons for
belt for the Master of the the Marshal of Sweden.
Horse, the Grand Ecuyer, of

the Kingdom of France.




INSIGNIA OF OFFICE

298. Mantle, crown and crossed
batons for the Commander in
Chief, Capfitdn General, ol the
Kingdom of Spain.

299. Crown and anchor
for the Commander of the
Galleys, General de Galera,
of the Kingdom of Spain,

300. The sceptre of Charles 302. Sceptre made for t
X in 1804, with the hand . : Sacristy of Chartres
of justice. 1594, with fleyr-de-lys.

301. Two cannon for the

General de Artileria of the

Kingdom of Spain.

he
in
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BLAZONING

303. Arms of the English 304 Arms of the English 305. Arms of the English

poet Geoffrey Chaucer family of More of which politician Benjamin

(c. 1340-1400): per pale Sir Thomas More Disraeli (1804-81):

argent and gules, a bend (1478-1535) was a per saltire gulés and

counterchanged membear- argent a argent, a tower triple
chevron engrailed towered in chief
between three moor- proper, two hons
cocks sable, crested rampant in fess sable
gules. (The moorcocks and an eagle displayed
are 8 pun on the in base or.
surnama. )

By the blazon we mean a detailed technical description of 4 coat of
arms sufficient to enable an artist conversant with the language ol
heraldry to depict it accurately. The order in which different parts of
the achievement should be described may be found in standard manuals
ol heraldry.

306 Arms of the Spectacle Makers'
Company, London. Vert a chevron or
between three pairs of nose-spectacies
proper, framed of the second Crest: on a
wreath or and vert, two arms #mbowed
vested vert cuffed or, the hands proper
holding a sun in splendour within an
annulet gold Supporters: on either side
a falcon proper belled or and charged
with a sword erect gules




BLAZONING

Shield: Or a chevron gules., on a chief
sable a label of the first,

Crest: On a wreath or and gules, a gniftfin
rampant of the first.

Banners: Flanking the crest two banners,
the staffs light brown with silver finials
and ferrules passing behind the shield and
axtending below the motto scroll, the
dexter banner or bordered compony of
the fike and azura, charged with & muilet of
the last voided argent the simister banner
or bordered compony of the like and
gules, charged with a Tudor rose barbed
and seeded vert

Scroll: Or lined sable with lettering of the
last Motto: Aegis Fortissima MHonos
(‘Honour is the strongest shield’). (This is
the official blazon supplied by the De-
partment of the Army — Ed.)

308, Arms of Eton College, the English
Public school.

307. Arms of the Institute of Heraldry.
part of the United States Army

Sable three lilies slipped and leaved
argent., on a chief per pale azure and
gules a fleur-de-lys and a lion passant
guardant or

Motto: Floreat Etona (May Eton
flourish)
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GREA'T BRITAIN

309. The British royal arms (version for Parliamentary use). The shield
is made up of the arms of England (first and fourth quarters), gules
three lions passant guardant or; Scotland (second quarter), or a lion
rampant within a double tressure flory counter-flory gules, see Fig 363
and lreland (third quarter), azure a harp or stninged argent
Surrounding the shjeld is the Order of the Garter with the French motto
Honi soit gui mal y pense { Evil 10 him who vl thinketh') 1t 1s ensigned
by the royal crown and in this version the crest is omitted

Supporters: for England a crowned lion; for Scotland a unicorn with a
crown about its neck and chained. Motto in French Dreuv et mon droit
{(‘God and my nght’)

310. The arms of 311. The arms of 312 The arms of
the city of the city of Stratford-upon-
Canterbury Salisbury (usually Avon.

depicted as azure
four bars or).



GREAT BRITAIN

313. Arms of an English duke: John Churchill,
Duke of Marlborough (1650-1722). Knight of
the Garter.

314. Arms of the
mathamatician and
philosopher