


More than 23 symbols, all of them discussed and explained in this
book, are in this illustration from Microcosmos Hypochondriacus, a
17th-century alchemical text. Besides the familiar symbols, such
as SUN, TRIANGLE, EAGLE, LION, DOVE and LAMB, the picture also

contains the PEACOCK, PELICAN, FORGE, CADUCEUS, GOOSE, SHIP and

many other symbolic allusions to the transformative steps and
processes of alchemy.
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Introduction

€«

The study of symbolism is not mere erudition; it concerns man’s knowledge of
himself. Symbolism is an instrument of knowledge and the most ancient and
fundamental method of expression, one which reveals aspects of reality which
escape other modes of expression.

Although the full portent of the symbol cannot be captured and imprisoned
within the confines of any encyclopaedia or written word, there exists,
nevertheless, a large body of symbolism which has become traditional over the
ages and which constitutes an international language transcending the normal
limits of communication. Furthermore, whereas it is impossible to limit the
symbol to mere meaning and definition, it is possible to provide, or indicate, a
point of departure for a voyage of exploration, a two-way journey, or quest, of
mind and spirit, of inner depth and outer height, the immanent and the
transcendent, the horizontal and the vertical planes. Symbolic usage, mediate
in itself, can lead to the immediate and to direct apprehension.

Symbolism is not only international, it also stretches over the ages; it has ‘the
virtue of containing within a few conventional lines the thought of the ages and
the dreams of the race. It kindles our imagination and leads us to realms of
wordless thought™ (Lin Yu-tang). This thought is not that of the individual
ego; the symbol cannot be created artificially or invented for some purely
personal interpretation or whim: it goes beyond the individual to the universal
and is innate in the life of the spirit. Itis the external, or lower, expression of the
higher truth which is symbolized, and is a means of communicating realities
which might otherwise be either obscured by the limitations of language or too
complex for adequate expression. Thus the symbol can never be a mere form,
as is the sign, nor can it be understood except in the context of its religious,
cultural or metaphysical background, the soil from which it grew. The symbol
is a key to a realm greater than itself and greater than the man who employs it.
As Coleridge said, ‘A symbol. .. always partakes of the Reality which it renders
intelligible ; and while it enunciates the whole, abides itself as a living part of
that Unity of which it is the representative.’

The symbol does not merely equate; it must reveal some essential part of the
subject to be understood; it contains the vast ever-expanding realm of
possibilities and makes possible the perception of fundamental relationships
between seemingly diverse forms or appearances.

Strictly speaking, the symbol differs from the emblem and allegory in that it
expresses, or crystallizes, some aspect or direct experience of life and truth and
thus leads beyond itself. On the other hand the frontiers between the territories
governed by these close relations can be so ill-defined that one can lead to the
other and provide a bridge by which it is possible to cross and re-cross from one
to the other. Although the symbol captures and integrates abstractions and
places them in their effective context, it can also be effective on more than one
level at the same time; the emblem, or attribute, usually portrays something
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Introduction

concrete, but can, in turn, embody some symbolic quality; thus attributes and
emblems of divinities may also be symbols of the cosmos, its laws and functions.
Here a large measure of syncretism occurs. A symbol need not arise from any
one source, but can adapt or respond to different ages, religions, cults and
civilizations. Exclusiveness is a primitive and immature characteristic; the
symbol is inclusive and expansive, and there may be many and diverse
applications of the same symbol which can become ambivalent or polyvalent
in accordance with its subsidiary connections. A symbol may also have both an
esoteric and exoteric. meaning, so that the most obvious and usual
interpretation is not necessarily complete and can be merely a half-truth: it
may both reveal and conceal.

Much of symbolism directly concerns the dramatic interplay and
interaction of the opposing forces in the dualistic world of manifestation, their
conflicting but also complementary and compensating characteristics, and
their final union, symbolized by the androgyne or the sacred marriage. These
are expressions of the unity of life which is the central point of all traditional
symbolism. As the Tree of Life, axial, unifying and either evergreen or
perpetually renewed, stands at the centre of Paradise and the spring at its roots
gives rise to the Rivers of Life, so man’s thought and aspiration, embodied in
the myth and symbol, centre on unity and life.

Traditional symbolism assumes that the celestial is primordial and that the
terrestrial is but a reflection or image of'it: the higher contains the meaning of
the lower. The celestial 1s not only primordial but eternal, and confers on the
symbol that undying power which has remained effective over the ages and
continues so to the extent that it evokes the sense of the sacred and leads to a
power beyond itself.

Symbolism is basic to the human mind; to ignore it is to suffer a serious
deficiency; it is fundamental to thinking, and the perfect symbol should satisfy
every aspect of man — his spirit, intellect and emotions. All religious rites have a
symbolic significance and quality without the understanding of which they
become empty and ‘superstitious’. In ceremonial there is a wide symbolism of
attitude and posture, such as the mudras and postures of supplication or
submission, of direction assumed in prayer and worship, of sound and
movement — all profoundly meaningful and interwoven in the fabric of human
nature and needs. As Dean Inge says of symbols: ‘Indifference to them is not, as
many have supposed, a sign of enlightenment and spirituality. It is, in fact, an
unhealthy symptom.” Mircea Eliade sees in the recovery of symbolism the
chance to ‘rescue modern man from his cultural provincialism and, above all,
from his historical and existentialist relativism’.

The pattern adopted in this Encyclopaedia is first to present the generalized
or universal acceptance of the interpretation of a symbol, then to particularize
its diverse applications in varying traditions, cultural and geographic. Where
no tradition is specified it is indicative of an accepted meaning wherever that
particular symbol occurs.

Finally, no encyclopaedia of symbolism can ever hope to be complete; the
symbol is living and ever-expanding.
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A Alpha

A See ALPHA.

Ablutions Purification : initiation. Alchemic: In
the Magnum Opus the soul is purified by
washing, and the change takes place from black
to grey to white. Buddhist: Ablutions at the
initiation of a monk represent the washing away
of the past as a layman. Christian: Innocence;
the lavabo, the washing of the priest’s hands,
signifies: ‘I will wash mine hands in innocency.”
Islamic: An important rite; the return of man to
primordial purity.

Abnormality Ambivalent, but generally
anything abnormal contains magic possibilities
or powers, often chthonic. Bringers of luck, such
as hunchbacks and dwarfs, have positive
powers; on the other hand, the cross-eyed are
unlucky, as is the abnormality of a crowing hen,
cock-crow at night or the scream of the owl in
daylight, or an out-of-season flower.

Abyss Ambivalent, as both the rofundil%of
the depth and as abasement and inferiority. The
watery abyss is the primordial source of the
universe ; the Mother Goddess ; the underworld.
In Gnostic symbolism it is Supreme Being, the
author of the Aeons.

Acacia In Mediterranean countries it repre-
sents life; immortality; platonic love; retire-
ment. As having both white and red flowers it
denotes life and death, death and rebirth. Its
thorns are the horns of the crescent moon.
Christian: Immortality; a moral life. One
tradition suggests that the crown of thorns was
made of acacia with the dual purpose of
mocking and using the sacred Hebrew wood.
Egyptian: Solar; rebirth; immortality; in-
itiation; innocence. Emblem of Neith. Hebrew:
The Shittah Tree, the sacred wood of the
Tabernacle. Immortality; a moral life; inno-
cence. [t is also funerary, mourning,.

Acanthus In Mediterranean countries it is life;
immortality; the horns of the lunar crescent;
veneration of the arts. In Christianity the thorns
represent pain, sin and its punishment.

Aconite Graeco-Roman: Crime; the poison of
words; coolness; sacred to Saturn; grew where
the saliva of Cerberus fell ; a witch flower.

Acorn A Scandinavian and Celtic symbol of
life, fecundity and immortality; sacred to Thor;
the androgynous.

Adder Christian: Evil; one of the four aspects of
the devil according to St Augustine. The deaf
adder depicts sinners who close their ears to the
voice of the doctrine and words of life.

Aegis Protection: preservation: fecundity. The
aegis was worn, while the shield was carried. It
is an attribute of Zeus/Jupiter and was made
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from the skin of the goat which suckled Zeus
Dictynnos; also an emblem of Athene/Minerva
and the Egyptian Bast, worn by Achilles; see
also SHIELD.

Aerolite Revelation; descent of the spirit;
celestial messages; heavenly vestments.

Agate See JEWELS.

Agriculture Symbolized by the Corn Goddess
with ears of wheat, also by the plough,
cornucopia and budding branch.

Alb Christian. A sacrificial vestment; the white
garment in which Christ was clothed by Herod ;
its white linen represents purity and chastity, as
the celebrant says ‘make me white’.

Albatross Typifies long, tireless flight and
distant oceans; forecasts bad weather and high
winds. It can embody the soul of a dead sailor,
hence killing it is unlucky.

Alcohol Alchemic: The aqua vitae as both fire and
water; the conjunction of opposites; the
coincidentia oppositorum; the male and female,
active and passive both in a state of creation and
destruction.

Alder Associated with death and with the
smith’s fire and the power of evaporation.
Celtic: The fairy tree; divination, resurrection.
Greek: Emblem of Pan. Associated with Spring
and fire festivals.

Alloy Marriage: the union of male and female,
fire and water.

Almond Virginity; the self-productive; the
yoni; conjugal happiness. It is also the vesica
piscis which, in art, often surrounds virgin
Queens of Heaven ; the MANDORLA (q.v.). As the
first flower of the year the blossom is ‘the
Awakener’, hence it depicts watchfulness; it
also represents sweetness, charm and delicacy.
Chinese: Feminine beauty, fortitude in sorrow,
watchfulness. Christian: Divine favour and
approval. The purity of the Virgin. Hebrew:
‘Skeked’ — to waken and watch. Jranian: The
Tree of Heaven. Phrygian: The father of all
things: Spring. It is associated with the birth of
Autis, the almond having sprung from the male
genitalia of the androgynous Cybele.

Aloe Bitterness, but also integrity and wisdom.
Sacred to Zeus/Jupiter.

Alpha The beginning; the First Principle from
which all things proceed. Alpha and omega
represent the totality, the beginning and the
end; like the Hindu aum (see om) they symbolize
the entire range of sounds, also infinity. A and Q
are sometimes portrayed by the eagle and owl,
day and night, and in Christianity they appear
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with the cross and the Chi-Rho (see LaBARUM].

Alsirat See BRIDGE.

Altar The divine presence; the sacrifice;
reunion with the deity by means of sacrifice;
integration; thanksgiving. Its situation at the
East end of the temple, cathedral or church
represents the position of worship towards the
sun and in the direction of paradise. Being in the
shape of a tomb symbolizes the passage from
death to life and from time to eternity. The steps
up to the altar are ritual ascent. Stone altars, or
bethels (see sToNE), signify the indestructibility
and everlasting duration of the divinity,
associated often with the Tree as the com-
plementary aspect of change and renewal.
Aztec. The cylindrical solar stone was used for
both sacrificial and astronomical purposes.
Buddhist. The centre of devotion is a shrine
rather than an altar, although the latter may be
applied where it serves to carry images, books,
sacred objects and offerings to the Buddha, but
the idea of an instituted rite as sacrifice is absent.
Christian: The altar represents both the tomb
and the resurrection, death transformed into
life, the sacrifice of Christ in the Eucharist and
Christ as the Sun of Righteousness. The wood is
the cross, the stone the rock of Calvary and the
raised altar is both ascension and Christ’s
suffering on a hill. The rails are the division
from the Holy of Holies where only the High
Priest may enter. The three or seven steps to the
altar symbolize the Trinity or the seven gifts of
the Holy Spirit; the linen cloth on the altaris the
winding-sheet and the brocaded cloth is the
glory of the royal throne. Hebrew: The Altar of
Perfumes is ‘the operation of grace for the
elements’ (Philo). Hindu: The Vedic Fire Altar
takes on the vertical symbolism of a world
centre, it is an image mundi and the creation of
the world: ‘the uttermost end of the earth’ (Rig
Veda). The clay from which it is built is the
earth, the waters for mixing are the primordial
waters, the lateral walls are either the
atmosphere or the surrounding ocean. The altar
is based on three circular, perforated bricks or
stones symbolizing the three worlds super-
imposed and also representing Agni, Vaya and
Aditya, the lights of the world; the lowest stone
is the Vedic fire of Agni; the middle stone the
intermediate world, and the highest stone is the
‘eye’ or opening heavenwards; the continuous
space in the centre is both a passage for the
ascending fire and a way to the higher world,
passing from death to immortality, from
darkness to light. The fire altar is also the year
and time materialized; the 360 bricks are the
days of the year. The sacrifice on the altar
restores original unity and being orientated
towards the East and the sunrise symbolizes an
ever-new beginning.

Amaranth A fabulous everlasting flower
symbolizing immortality; faith; fidelity; con-
stancy in love. In China a red amaranth was
offered to the lunar hare at the Moon Festival.

Alsirat — Amaranth

In his Vision of the Blessed Gabriele, Crivelli encloses the
Virgin and Child in an almend-shaped vEsica
piscis, formed by the two intersecting circles symbolic
of each of the holy persons’ all-perfection.

PIETAS AD OMNIA
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The altar as a symbol of sacrifice was used as a
printer’s device or trademark by Christian Egenolff
of Frankfurt in the 1540,



Amber — Animals

Amber The golden transparency of the sun;
congealed light. In China it is courage, ‘the soul
of the tiger’. Gives magic strength, helps the
dead. Sacred to Apollo/Helios. Freya’s tears for
Svipdag fell as amber.

Amice Christian: The linen cloth with which
Christ was blindfolded in the Praetorium; the
helmet of a soldier of Christ.

Ampulla Christian: Signified having made the
pilgrimage to Canterbury.

Anadem See GARLAND.

Anchor Hope; steadfastness; stability; tran-
quillity. The Foul Anchor can also symbolize a
boat and mast, in which case it takes on the
significance of the union between the feminine,
protective lunar boat and the masculine, phallic
pole or mast. In Egypt this symbolism was
further strengthened by coiling the serpent of
life round the mast. Anchor with Dolphin: the
anchor is slowness and the dolphin depicts
speed, hence the two together represent the
happy medium or ‘hasten slowly’. Christian:
Salvation; steadfastness (Heb. 6, 19): the true
faith. Emblem of S8 Clement and Nicholas of
Myra. The anchor with the dolphin is also used
to depict Christ on the cross. In early Christian
art the anchor was used as a disguised form of
the cross as hope. In notably sea-faring nations
the anchor is also a symbol of safety, security
and good luck.

Androgyne Primordial perfection: wholeness;
the coincidentia oppositorum; the unconditioned
state; autonomy; paradise regained; the
reunion of the primordial male-female forces;
the union of heaven and earth, king and queen,
the two becoming the One, the all-father, all-
mother. In Alchemy the Great Work is the
producing of the perfect androgyne, mankind
restored to wholeness, It is symbolized by the
male-female figure or the two-faced head of
king and queen, or the red man and his white
wife. Symbols of this state of unity among the
gods are: the androgynous Zervain, Persian
God of Limitless Time; in Greek mythology
Chaos and Erebus are neuter, Zeus and
Heracles are often dressed as women; in Cyprus
there is the bearded Aphrodite; Dionysos has
feminine features; the Chinese God of Night
and Day is androgynous and the perfection of
the androgyne is also represented by the yin-
yang symbol and by the yin-yang ‘Spiritually
Endowed Creatures’, the Dragon, Phoenix and
Ky-lin which can all be yin or yang or both. In
Hinduism there is the shakta-shakd and certain
divinities, notably Siva, are depicted as
physically half-male, half-female. Shamanism
and initiation ceremonies use TRANSVESTISM
(q.v.): Baal and Astarte are androgynes; early
‘Midrashim® show Adam as androgynous, and
in Plato’s Symposium man was originally
bisexual. Other androgynous symbols are: the
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lotus, palm tree, cross, arrow, anchor, dot-in-
circle, transvestism, serpent. scarabaeus, beard-
ed women. Before the Great Mother, the Prim-
ordial Mother, the Tellus Mater, was a-sexual
or androgynous.

Anemone Abandonment; sorrow. Christian:
Sorrow; the passion of Christ, the red spot on
the flower is His blood, the triple leaf is the
Trinity. Greek: Sorrow; death. Aturibute of
Venus and Hermes, also the blood of Adonis
who died on a bed of anemones.

Angels Messengers of God: intermediaries
between God and man, heaven and this world ;
powers of the invisible world: enlightenment.
There are nine choirs of angels: Seraphim,
Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Virtues,
Powers, Principalities, Archangels, Angels. The
Angiris of Hinduism are also messengers
between gods and men. In Islamic symbolism
eight angels stand round the throne of Allah,
representing the cardinal and intermediate
points. Angelic symbols are: flaming swords,
trumpets, sceptres, thuribles, musical instru-
ments, the lily.

Anger Symbolized by a flaming torch; a wild
boar; striking with a spear, thunderbolt or
lightning; rending garments.

i Chinese: The art of ruling: ‘An
unskilled angler will catch no fish; a tactless
ruler will not win over the people.” Christian:
Bringing converts into the Church; the Apostles
as “fishers of men’.

Animals Instinctual life; fertility and teeming
life; the instinctual and emotional urges which
must be transcended before man can enter
spiritual realms; passive participation; animal
nature in man: “We can find no animal without
some likeness to man’. Theriomorphism is
explained by Porphyry thus: ‘Under the
semblance of animals the Egyptians worship the
universal power which the gods have revealed
in the various forms of living nature.’ Friendship
with animals and ability to communicate with
them symbolizes the restoration of, and re-entry
into, the paradisal state, the Golden Age.
Animals accompanying or helping man on
quests depict the different aspects of his own
nature, or the instinctive and intuitive forces of
nature as distinct from the intellect, will and
reason. Animals which must be slain or tamed,
in myth and legend, are man’s animal instincts
brought under control. Combat between man
and animal can have a prophylactic signific-
ance. Wearing animal skins or masks repro-
duces the paradisal state of understanding and
speech between man and animals; it also means
access to animal and instinctual wisdom.
Funerary animals, such as a lion or dog with
prey in its paws, represent all-devouring death,
Solar-with-lunar pairs of animals, e.g. lion and
unicorn, boar or bull and bear, depict the two
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contending powers of the universe, positive and
negative, male and female, but some animals
are interchangeable as solar or lunar, according
to circumstances, such as the boar and bear.
Among the Maoris, animals are ‘the ancestral
people’. A Mother Goddess is usually the Lady
of the Beasts. Siva in his aspect of Pasupati is
Lord of the Beasts and statues of these deities
appear with cult animals.

Ankh An Egyptian symbol of life; the universe;
all life both human and divine; the key of
knowledge of the mysteries and hidden wisdom :
power; authority; covenant. The ankh is
formed of the combined male and female
symbols of Osiris and Isis, the union of the two
generative principles, of heaven and earth. It
also signifies immortality, ‘Life to come’, “Time
that is to come’. It has also been suggested as a
Tree of Life form, or that the oval may have
been eternity and the cross extension in length
and breadth, that is to say from infinity to space,
or it may have been the sun rising above the
horizon. Maat, Goddess of Truth, holds the
ankh in her hand.

Anointing Consecration; that which is made
sacred or set apart; prosperity; joy: an infusion
of divine grace.

Anonymity In iconography, notably Hindu,
anonymity can symbolize loss of identity, hence
absorption into the divine.

Ant Industriousness. Chinese: “The righteous
insect’; orderliness; virtue; patriotism; sub-
ordination. Greek: Attribute of Ceres. Hindu:
The transitoriness of existence.

Antelope African Bushmen: The divinity can
appear in the form of an antelope. Asia Minor
and Europe: A lunar animal, associated with the
Great Mother. Egyptian: Sacrificed to Set, but
can also represent Osiris and Horus as
opponents of Set. Heraldic: Fierceness; strength ;
dangerousness. Itisdepicted as having the head
of the heraldic tiger, the body of a stag, tail of
unicorn, and with tusks on its nose. Hindu:
Emblem of Siva; Soma and Chandra have
chariots drawn by antelopes; Pavana, god of
winds, rides an antelope. Sumero-Semitic: A form
of Ea and Marduk. Ea-Oannes is ‘the antelope
of the subterranean ocean’, ‘the antelope of
Apsu’, ‘the antelope of creation’. The dragon
aspect of the antelope may also be assumed by
the bull, buffalo or cow. The lunar antelope is
sacred to Astarte.

Antlers Attribute of the Horned God and of the
Sumerian Ea and Marduk, antlers mav be
incorporated with Ea’s fish or goat-fish body.
Antlers denote fertility in nature and fecundity
in man and animals; supernatural power;
power over nature. The ten-point antler is the
mark of the shaman.

Ankh — Antlers

Mylius’ 17th-century alchemical treatise, Philosophia
Reformaia. illustrates the androgyne, the united
male and female principles whose reunion was
considered the purpose and end of alchemy and,
indeed, of human endeavour.

The angel Gabriel, messenger and herald of God,
blowing his trumpet of announcement : from a 14th-
century Islamic miniature.

The priest is offering up a figure of Maat, goddess of
Truth and World Order, who holds the ankh in her
hand.



Anuil — Ark

Anvil Forging the universe; the primordial
furnace; the earth; matter; together the
hammer and anvil are the male—female
formative forces of nature, the active and
passive, positive and negative; an attribute of
all storm, thunder and smith gods such as
Hephaestos, Vulcan, Thor, etc. In Christianity
the anvil is an emblem of SS Adrian and Eloy.
Juno is sometimes depicted in mid-air with
anvils on her feet, when she symbolizes the
element of air.

Ape Chinese: Mischievousness; conceit; mim-
icry. Christian: Malice; cunning; lust; sin;
unseemliness; levity; luxury; Satan; those who
pervert the Word: idolatry. An ape in chains is
sin overcome; and an ape with an apple in its
mouth depicts the Fall. Hindu: Benevolence;
gentleness; emblem of the monkey-god
Hanuman.

Apple Fertility; love; joyousness; knowledge;
wisdom; divination; luxury; but also deceittul-
ness and death. The apple was the forbidden
fruit of the Golden Age. As round it represents
totality and unity, as opposed to the multiplicity
of the pomegranate, and as the fruit of the Tree
of Life given by Iduma to the gods. Eris threw
the golden apple of discord among the Gods. As
the apples of the Hesperides and the fruit of
Freya's garden, it symbolizes immortality.
Offering an apple is a declaration of love. Like
the orange, as fertility, the apple blossom is used
for brides. Celtic: The Silver Bough. It has magic
and chthonic powers; the fruit of the Other-
world; fertility; marriage. Halloween, an apple
festival, is associated with the death of the old
year. Chinese: Peace and concord. Christian:
Ambivalent as evil (Latin malum) and the fruit
of temptation and sin of the Fall, but depicted
with Christ or the Virgin Mary it is the New
Adam and salvation. An ape with an applein its
mouth depicts the Fall. Greek: Sacred to Venus
as love and desire; a bridal symbol and offering ;
the *apple of discord’ was given to Venus by
Paris. Apple branches are an attribute of
Nemesis and Artemis and used in the rites of
Diana; also awarded as a prize in the Sun-
bridegroom race as was the olive branch at the
Moon-virgin race. The apple of Dionysos was
the quince. The apple tree was associated with
health and immortality; sacred to Apollo.
Apple blossom: a Chinese symbol of peace and
beauty.

Apricot As self-fertilizing, the androgyne.
Chinese: Death; timidity.

Apron Craftsmanship: fertility; it also covers
sexuality. Chinese: The apron was part of the
sacrificial regalia from the time of the Emperor
Yu; it symbolized innocence and the bond of
friendship; it also divides the body in half into
the upper and nobler and lower and baser parts,

Aquamarine See JEWELS.

Iy

Aquarius See zopIAc,

Arc Takes on the symbolism of the circle as
dynamic, moving life and growth.

Arch The vault of the sky; also the yoni. Passing
through an arch in initiation ceremonies is
being born again, leaving behind the old
nature. In Graeco-Roman symbolism it
represents the sky god Zeus/Jupiter and in
Rome the triumphal arch was used for military
victory.

Archangels One of the orders of ANGELS (q.v. ).
Michael, messenger of divine judgment, is
depicted as a warrior with a sword; Gabriel,
messenger of divine mercy, holds a lily at the
Annunciation; Raphael, divine healing and
guardianship, is a pilgrim with a staff’ and
gourd; Uriel, the fire of God. prophecy and
wisdom, holds a scroll and book ; Chamuel is the
seer of God ; Jophiel, the beauty of God ; Zadiel,
the justice of God. In Islam there are four
archangels who inhabit the Heavens beneath
the Throne.

Archer See ARROW.
Aries See zopIAC.

Ark A moon and sea symbol. The ark is usually
portrayed as crescent-shaped; the feminine
principle; bearer of life; the womb; re-
generation; the ship of destiny; a vehicle for
carrying and transmitting the life principle;
preservation. The ark on the waters is the earth
swimming in the ocean of space. The ark with
the rainbow represents the two powers of the
lower and upper waters which together
complete the One and mark universal re-
generation. The ark and the flood, an almost
universal myth, takes two forms of symbolism,
one, as in Hinduism, where the ark, built by
Satyavrata at the command of Manu, carried
the seeds of life, and the other, as in the Old
Testament, where Noah built an ark at Jahveh's
order, carried men and animals, Both contain
the elements of life, continuity and stability.
The ark itself was supposed to have been
constructed to the proportions of man’s body
and to symbolize the microcosm. Christian: The
ark represents the Church in which man should
be saved, safely riding the waters of life; the pure
and impure animals in it symbolized saints and
sinners. Itis also Christ, saviour of mankind ; the
Virgin Mary as the bearer of Christ; and is the
nave of the Church in architectural symbolism.
St Thomas Aquinas said the Ark of the
Covenant denoted Christ, the gold overlay was
his wisdom and charity, the golden vase his soul,
Aaron’s rod his priestly dignity and the Tables
of the Law his office as lawgiver. For St
Bonaventura it was the Eucharist and for St
Ambrose it signified Our Lady in whom was
enclosed the heir of the law. Egyptian: The ark of
Isis is the womb of the Mother, the life-bearer.
Hebrew: The Ark of the Covenant signified the
Divine Presence, the place of God, the most
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sacred symbol in the Hebrew religion. It was
made of incorruptible wood and covered with
gold, representing the beneficent power. Philo
equates the ark with the Intelligence, as
opposed to the table with the twelve loaves as
the sensible and manifest world. Sumero-Semitic:
The ark, as the symbolic ship, appears
frequently in Chaldea.

Arm Arms upraised denote supplication,
prayer, surrender. The many arms of gods and
goddesses in Hindu and Buddhist iconography
depict compassionate aid, and, carrying various
symbols, the different powers and operations of
universal nature, also the particular functions of
the deity. The two arms are Sophia and
Dynamis: wisdom and action. In Christianity
the arm of the Lord is the instrument of
sovereign power, God’s will. In the Trinity the
arm represents the Father. It can also symbolize
vengeance. The upraised arms of the orant can
depict piety or, on funerary art, the soul of the
person. One raised arm is a gesture of bearing
witness or of taking an oath.

Armour Chivalry; protection. In Christianity
it is used as a symbol of protection against evil
(Eph. 6. 11 ff.).

Arrow The piercing, masculine principle;
penetration; phallic; lightning; rain: fecun-
dity; virility; power; war. A flight of arrows
symbolizes ascent to the celestial. Arrows loosed
from a bow represent the consequences of
actions which cannot be recalled or revoked.
The arrow, as with the lance and sword, is a
solar symbol depicting the sun’s rays, also the
attribute of the warrior. An arrow piercing a
serpent is the sun’s rays piercing the dark clouds
of the humid principle. The broad arrow (the
fleur-de-lis) denotes royal property. Amerindian:
The sun’s rays. Christian: Martyrdom; suffer-
ing; the nails of the cross; emblem of S8
Christina, Edmund, Giles, Sebastian, Ursula.
Egyptian: Two crossed arrows on a shield are an
emblem of Neith as warrior goddess. Greek:
Apollo’s arrows are the sun’s rays which can be
both beneficent and fertilizing or scorching and
harmful. The arrows of Eros are the piercing
darts of love. A heart pierced by an arrow is
union. Arrows are an attribute of Diana as light.
Homer uses arrows as symbols of pain and
disease, shot at mankind by the gods, especially
Apollo. Hindu: Attribute of Rudra, god of earth,
lightning and storms, killing men and animals,
causing pain and trouble, but also bringing
fertility and healing rain. Attribute of Indra as
skv god; his arrows are both the sun’s rays and
lightning. Islamic: The wrath and punishment
of God inflicted on his enemies. Mithraic:
Emblem of Mithras as god of light: Shamanistic.
The feathered arrow represents the bird-flight
to heaven; transcending the earthly state.

Artemisia Amerindian: The feminine, lunar,
nocturnal life principle with the chrysotham-

Arm — Artemisia

An 18th-century Masonic apron, used as an item of
ritual apparel, has for its central decoration the
pelican in her piety, perhaps in allusion to every
Freemason’s pledge to do good works.

Each arm of Siva Nataraja, Lord of the Dance, has
its own symbolism: the upper right holds the drum of
creative rhythm, balanced by the flame of
destruction in the upper left; the lower right hand
performs a gesture of reassuring benediction, while
the lower left promises release from suffering.



Ascension — Axis

nus as the masculine, solar, day principle.
Chinese: Dignity; it is one of the Eight Precious
Things. Greek: Sacred to Artemis.

Ascension Transcendence; the break through
to a new ontological plane and transcending the
merely human state ; the way to Reality and the
Absolute; reintegration; the soul’s union with
the divinity ; uplifting the soul ; the passage from
earth to heaven, from darkness to light;
freedom. Ascension frequently follows a descent
into the underworld and symbols of ascent are
used for the regaining of Paradise, since to find
spiritual freedom and enlightenment is not only
to attain the centre but also to transcend earthly
limitations.

Ash The Scandinavian sacred Cosmic Tree, the
YGGDRASIL (q.v.); also sacred to Zeus/Jupiter.
The ash also typifies adaptability, prudence,
modesty. It is associated with the blood of
Ouranos’ castration. Meliae were ash-nymphs,

Asherah Semitic symbolic trees associated with
the feminine aspect of the divinity, especially
Ashtoreth or Astarte, usually represented as a
votive wooden column ; also suggested as phallic
or an emblem of a tree god.

Ashes The transitoriness of human life; the
perishable human body: mortality. With
sackcloth they denote abject humiliation and
sorrow ; penitence. In some rituals they have a
purifying power.

Ashlar Egyptian: The material to be worked
upon to achieve perfection through creative
activity; the rough ashlar is unregenerate man,
the perfect ashlar is the spiritual and perfected

marn.

Asp Christian: Evil; venom. Egyptian: Solar;
royalty : dominion and power. Greek : Protective
and benevolent power.

Aspen Fear; uncertainty; lamenting.

Asperges Purification: holiness; the expulsion
of evil powers.

Asphodel Graeco-Roman: Paradise: the Isles of
the Blest, the Elysian Fields, hence, later, a
funerary emblem of death and regret, associated
with cemeteries and ruins. Emblem of
Persephone and Dionysos. Associated with the
Virgin Mary.

Ass Humility; patience; peace; stupidity;
obstinacy; lewdness; fertility. An ass’s head was
also regarded as a source of fertility. As a beast of
burden the ass can typify the poor. Christian:
Christ’s nativity; the flight into Egypt; the entry
into Jerusalem. It was also used to depict the
Jews and the Synagogue and has Satanic
connotations. Emblem of St Germanus.
Egyptian: Emblem of Set in his typhonic aspect ;
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inert power; evil. Greek: Sloth; infatuation.
Sacred to Dionysos and Typhon as a brutish
aspect. Sacred to Priapus as the procreative
principle; also sacred to Cronos/Saturn. Silenus
1s sometimes depicted as riding on an ass.
Hebrew: Stubbornness. Kings, prophets and
judges rode on white asses. Hindu: Asses drew
the celestial chariot of Ravana when he
abducted Sita. Sassanian: The three-legged ass is
purity and a power against evil ; itis also lunar as
the three phases of the moon.

Aster Chinese: Beauty; charm; humility;
elegance. Greek: Love; sacred to Aphrodite.

Aureole See N1MBUS.

Aurochs The symbolic animal of the Assyrian-
Sumerian Bel or Enil, ruler of heaven, earth and
fate.

Axe Solar emblem of the sky gods; power;
thunder; fecundity of the rain of the sky gods;
conquest of error; sacrifice; a support, stay or

help.

"Fhe double axe is suggested as the sacred
union of the sky god and earth goddess; thunder
and lightning. African: The double axe of the
Yoruba is the magic power and thunderbolt of
the storm god. Buddhist: Severs the round of
birth and death. Celfic: Indicates a divine being,
chief or warrior. Chinese: Justice; judgment;
authority; punishment; the sacrificial axe is the
death of the sensual, unillumined man.
Christian: Martyrdom; destruction. Emblem of
SS John the Baptist, Matthew, Mathias,
Proclus. Egyptian: A solar symbol. Greek:
Emblem of Zeus; also an aniconic form of
Tenedos Dionysos. Hindu: Attribute of the fire
god Agni, together with wood and bellows.
Vishnu holds an axe with which he cuts down
the tree of Samsara, the dualistic tree of
Knowledge. Minoan: The origin of the double
axe of Crete is uncertain. Presumably it
symbolized sovereignty and the power and

resence of the deity; it has been suggested that
in Crete it was not so much a symbol as a direct
aniconic image of the deity and was invested
with supernatural power. Emblem of Zeus
Labrayndeus as god of thunder and lightning,
also of the Mother as huntress. Oceanic: An axe
symbolizing the human form was thought to
have divine power. Scandinavian: Accompanies a
divine being, chief or warrior. Sumero-Semitic:
Emblem of Tammuz The Hittite axe and
double axe is an attribute of Teshub, sun god
and Lord of Heaven, and symbolizes sover-

eignty.

Axis The Cosmic Axis is the central point of
time and space; the supreme support of all
things; that round which all things revolve; the
norm; the essence of all existence. Symbolized
by the Cosmic Tree; sacred mountains; the
celestial ray; pillar; pole; staff; spindle; spear;
lance; dart; rod; the thread of the umbilical
cord ; the axle of the chariot; nails; key; etc.
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Azalea Transitoriness; the ephemeral. Chinese:
Feminine grace; great abilities. Also a tragic
flower which grew from the tears of blood shed
by a boy turned into a cuckoo by a cruel
stepmother.

K2

Ba Egyptian: The soul, depicted as a bird, or
human-headed bird.

Baboon Egyptian: ‘Hailer of the Dawn’; with
uplifted hands it denoted wisdom saluting the
rising sun and represents the gods Thoth and
Hapi.

Badger Chinese: A lunar, yin animal typifying
the supernatural powers; also mischief and
playfulness. Euwropean: Clumsiness, a weather
prophet. The steed of Avarice. JFapanese:
Supernatural powers; a fata morgana and a
producer of ignes fatur.

Baetylic Stones/Bethels Sce sTones.

Bag Secrecy; containing; hiding; the winds;
Acolus has a bag of winds. The bag of the Celtic
sea-god Manannan contained all the treasures
in the world.

Balance Justice; impartiality; judgment;
man’s merits and demerits weighed. The
equilibrium of all opposites and complemen-
taries: Nemesis; the AnNDrROGYNE (q.v.). For
Libra see zopiac.

Baldacchino Spiritual and temporal au-

thority.

Ball The ball can symbolize either the sun or
the moon and ball games are connected with
solar and lunar festivals and rites. They are
symbolic of the power of the gods in hurling
globes, meteorites and stars across the skies.
Golden balls are an attribute of the Harpies;
also an emblem of St Nicholas of Myra.

Balm/Balsam Love; sympathy: rejuvenation.

Bamboo Gracefulness; constancy ; yielding but
enduring strength; pliability; good breeding;
lasting friendship; longevity and hardy old age
(it is always green); also the perfect man who
bows before the storm but rises again. Chinese:
Longevity; filial piety; the winter season, with

the plum and pine one of the Three Friends of

Winter; an emblem of Buddha; the scholar-
gentleman who is upright in bearing but has an
inner emptiness and humility. The seven-

knotted bamboo denotes the seven degrees of

initiation and invocation. Bamboo and sparrow
together depict friendship; the bamboo with the
crane is long life and happiness. Japanese:
Devotion; truthfulness.

Ba — Bamboo

A 16th-century Cretan icon of Christ's entry into

Jerusalem shows him riding on an ass, symbol of

lowliness contrasting with his later claim to be King
of the Jews.

Minoan Great Mother
goddess holding the double
axe, a phallic representation
of her parthenogenetic
fertility.

A Siberian shaman’s drum
shows the axis mundi as an
arrow piercing the
phenomenal world hiding
the celestial vault.




Banner — Bear

Banner Conquest: victory: the standard of a
king or prince, providing a rallying point in
battle. Buddhist: Hoisting the Dharma Banner
roclaims the Supreme Law. Christian: Victory.
l?’hf: banner with the cross, or labarum, is
victory over sin, death or persecution. Emblem
of S5 Ansana, George of Cappadocia, Julian,
Reparata, Ursula, Wenceslas. Hindu: ‘Ketu',
the banner of India, is a ray of light, a shining
forth:; manifestation: victory over darkness.

Baptism [Initiation; death and rebirth;
regeneration; renewal; dying to the rtitanic
nature of man and being born again of water,
fire, or wind, into the divine. Baptism represents
regression into the undifferentiated; the
dissolution of form and reintegration with the
pre-formal; crossing the sea of life; re-
emergence from the water is rebirth and
resurrection. By fire symbolizes the purging and
burning away of dross. By wind, wmnowmg
away the chaff. It is a rite of passage, emerging
from the darkness of the womb to the outer light,
hence the passage of the soul from matter to
spirit. See also IMMERSION.

Barley All grain is a symbol of renewal of life,
resurrection and fertility. Barley sown on the
body of Osiris sprouted and was ‘new life after
death’. ‘Beds ol Osiris" were barley grown on
wet cloth or in a receptacle and placed on
tombs; or images of Osiris were made from
earth and barley and their growing symbolized
his resurrection and the return of Spring to the
land. Barley heads were used in the Greck
Mysteries to depict fertility and fruitfulness.
Associated with Kore/Demeter and the White
Goddess, See also corx,

Basil An apotropaic herb used at funerals and
rites of the dead.

Basilisk See FABULOUS BEASTS.

Basket Baskets are atributes of the Seasons and
symbolize offerings of first fruits; fertility and
sanctity; also the feminine containing principle.
A full basket is full fruition ; abundance; the first
fruits. In funerary art it indicates the fruition of
immortality. Spilling of the basket portrays the
end of the season of fruitfulness. Being contained
in a basket depicts rebirth or escape from death.
Baskets of bread signify a sacramental meal.
Buddhist: The Tripitaka, the ‘three baskets’, are
the Buddhist canon: the Vinaya or discipline
basket; the Dhamma or Sutta, the sermon or
discourse basket; and the Abhidhamma, or
exposition basket. Chinese: A basket of lowers is
longevity; fruitful old age. Egyptian: Attribute of
Bast, the cat-headed goddess. Greek: A basket
covered with ivy indicates the Dionysian
mysteries and is also an emblem of Ceres. The
liknon was a basket used in the Mysteries to
contain fruit and a covered phallus, symbols of
Dionysian fertility and the powers of life and
death.
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Bat African: Ambivalent as perspicacity, but
also darkness and obscurity. Alchemic: As a
double nature of bird and mouse it can
represent the androgyne. Amerindian: A rain-
bringer. Buddhism: Darkened understanding.
Chinese: A yin animal as nocturnal, but as a
homophone of happiness, fu, it becomes hap-
piness and good luck, wealth, longevity, peace.
A pair of bats indicates good wishes and is
an emblem of Shou-hsing, god of longevity: a
group of five bats represents the five blessings of
health, wealth, long life, peace and happiness.
Christian: “The bird of the Devil’, an incarnation
of the Prince of Darkness. Satan is depicted with
bat’s wings. As a hybrid of bird and rat it is
duplicity and hypocrisy; as haunting ruins and
lonely places it is melancholy. Eurgpean:

Associated with black magic and witcheraft;
wisdom; cunning; revenge. Hebrew: Impurity;
idolatry. Japanese: Unhappy restlessness; a
chaotic state.

Bathing Sce ABLUTIONS.

Baton Authority. In Amerindian symbolism it
is equated with punishment and pain.

Bay Renewal of life; immortality; takes on the
symbolism of the LAUREL (q.v.). Chinese: Vie-
tory; literary eminence. Roman: Resurrection;
renewal ; glory and honour; emblem of Apollo.

Beacon Warning; communication.

Beads A circle of beads depicts continuity,
perpetuity and endless duration. See ROSARY,

Bean Immortality; transmogrification; magic
power; phallic. Roman: Sacred to Silvanus.
Teutonic: Eroticism ; sexual pleasure.

Bear Resurrection (as emerging from its winter
cave of hibernation with its new-born cub in
Spring); new life, hence initiation and its
association with rites of passage. In hero myths
the bear issolar; in inundation myths it becomes
lunar and is also lunar when associated with
moon goddesses such as Artemis and Diana, Itis
the emblem of the Kingdom of Persia and of
Russia. Alchemic: The nigredo of the prima materia.
Amerindian: Supernatural power; strength;
fortitude; the whirlwind. Celtic: A lunar power;
attribute of the goddess of Berne. Chinese:
Bravery; strength. Christian: The Devil; evil;
cruelty; greed; carnal appetite. Bear cubs were
thought to have been born amorphous and so
were taken to represent the transforming,
regenerating power of Christianity over the
heathen. Emblem of SS Blandina, Gall,
Florentinus, Maximus. The fight of David with
the bear symbolizes the conflict between Christ
and the Devil. Greek: Sacred to the lunar
goddesses Artemis and Diana and an attribute
of Atalanta and Euphemia. Girls taking part in
the rites of Artemis were called ‘bears’, wore
yellow robes and imitated bears. Diana turned
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Callisto into a bear. Japanese: Benevolence;
wisdom; strength. A culture hero and divine
messenger among the Ainu. Scandinavian and
Teutonic: Sacred to Thor. The she-bear Atla is
the feminine principle and the he-bear Atli the
masculine. Shamanistic: A messenger of the forest
spirits.

Beard Strength; virility; sovereignty; man-
hood in the West ; old age in the East. The beard
of sky gods such as Zeus/Jupiter is variously
interpreted as the rays of the sun descending on
earth, or as fertilizing rain. Goddesses with
beards, such as Ashtoreth and Venus Mylitta,
symbolize dual sex, the ANDROGYNE (q.v. ).

Beasts See FABULOUS BEASTS.

Beating Beating breasts or thighs is an
expression of anguish, grief or repentance.
Beating the forehead depicts grief, shame or
wonder. See also FLOGGING.

Beaver Industriousness, ‘working like a
beaver’. In Christianity it represents chastity,
the ascetic, since it was thought to castrate itsell
if pursued. Vigilance; peacefulness.

Bee Immortality; rebirth; industry; order;
purity; a soul. Bees were believed to be
parthenogenic and so signified virginity and
chastity. They carry a heavenly import, and
honey is the offering to supreme deities. Bees
often represent the stars and are also winged
messengers carrying news to the spirit world;
‘telling the bees’ of a death, or important event,
is to send a message to the next world or to the
spirits. Bees are messengers of oak and thunder
gods. As carved on tombs they signify
immortality. Celtic: Secret wisdom coming from
the other world. Chinese: Industry; thrifi.
Christian: Diligence; good order; purity: chaste
virgins; courage; economy; prudence; co-
operation ; sweetness; religious eloquence; the
ordered and pious community ‘who produce
posterity, rejoice in oflspring yet retain their
virginity’ (Exultet Roll); the virginity of Mary,
the producer of Christ who is symbolized by the
honey. The bee, regarded as never sleeping, is
Christian vigilance and zeal. Flying in the air, it
is the soul entering the Kingdom of Heaven.
The bee also symbolizes the Christian with the
hive as the Church. Emblem of 8§ Ambrose and
Bernard of Clairvaux. Egyptian: The ‘giver of
life’, therefore birth, death and resurrection;
industry; chastity; harmonious living; royalty.
Emblem of the Pharaoh of Lower Egypt. The
tears of Ra, falling to the ground, became
working bees. Essenes: ‘King bees” were priestly
officials,. Greek: Industry; prosperity: im-
mortality (the souls of the departed may enter
bees): purity: Demeter was ‘the pure Mother
Bee’. The Great Mother was also known
as the Queen Bee and her priestesses were
Melissae, the Bees; she was also represented
by the lion and bees in Greek art. The Pythian

Beard — Bee

The 12th-century Winchester Psalter illustrates the
baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist, while an angel
waits, holding a garment symbolizing Jesus’ ‘new
life" through baptism.

Moulded shape of the god
Osiris, from Tutankhamun's
tomb. When the young
Pharaoh was buried, this was
filled with Nile mud in which
seeds of barley were pressed.
Sprouting, they symbolized
resurrection.

This 5th-century Bc coin of Ephesus shows a queen
bee, emblem of the city and also of the Great
Mother, whose priestesses were called melissae, bees.



Beech Tree — Birds

priestess at Delphi was the Delphic Bee. The
officiants at Eleusis were Bees. Bees were
bestowers of eloquence and song, the ‘birds of
the Muses’. The appearance of a bee denoted
the arrival of a stranger. As an emblem of
Demeter, Cybele and Diana, the bee was lunar
and virgin. Pan and Priapus were protectors
and keepers of bees. The Cretan Zeus was born
in the cave of bees and fed by them ; they are also
an attribute of the Ephesian Artemis; bees fly
round Cupid, who was stung by a bee. Hindu: A
bee on a lotus is a symbol of Vishnu; blue bees
on the forehead represent Krishna, also the
Ether; a bee surmounting a triangle is Siva,
Madheri, ‘the suave one’; bees as sweet pain
compose the bow-string of Kama, god of love,
and a train of bees follows at his back. The bee is
also depicted with the lion. Soma, the moon,
was called a bee. [slamic: The faithful; intel-
ligence; wisdom; harmlessness. Bees ‘benefit
fruit blossoms, practise useful things, work
in the daytime, do not eat food gathered by
others, dislike dirt and bad smells, and obey
their ruler; they dislike the darkness of
indiscretion, the clouds of doubt, the storm of
revolt, the smoke of the prohibited, the water of
superfluity, the fire of lust’ (Ibn al-Athir).
Mithraic: The soul; the vital principle springing
from the bull as connected with the bull-ox-
bone-bee. Bees and oxen, as sexless, were
regarded as androgynous. The bee with the
caduceus represents Mercury, shepherd of souls,
the bee symbolizing the soul. Roman: Swarms of
bees denote misfortune. The headless bee with
the headless frog averts the evil eye. A staff’
topped with a bechive is an emblem of Mel-
lonia and Nantosvelta (Roman—Germanic).
According to Virgil the bee is “the breath of life’;
Porphyry equates it with justice and sobriety,
and Seneca with the monarchy.

Beech Tree Prosperity; divination. Sacred to
Zeus. Emblem of Denmark.

Beehive Eloquence, ‘honeyed words’; an
ordered community. See also Begs and HivE. In
Greece the beehive was often used as the shape
of a tomb, suggesting immortality.

Beetle See sCARAB.
Behemoth See FABULOUS BEASTS.

Bell Consecration; the motion of the elements;
a charm against the powers of destruction. The
swinging of the bell represents the extremes of
good and evil, death and immortality; its shape
is the vault of heaven. Small bells sounding in
the breeze symbolize the sweet sounds of
Paradise. The ringing of a bell can be either a
summons or a warning. Buddhist: The pure
sound of the doctrine of perfect wisdom. In
Tantric Buddhism the bell is the feminine
principle with the dorje as the masculine. Chinese:
Respect; veneration; obedience; faithful minis-
ters; meritorious warriors; it averts the evil eye
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and wards off evil spirits. The ritual bell
symbolizes harmony between man and heaven.
Christian: The sanctus bell announces the
presence of Christ at the mass. Church bells call
and encourage the faithful, put evil spirits to
flight and quell storms. The hollow of the bell is
the mouth of the preacher, the clapper is his
tongue. Graeco-Roman: Bells were attached 1o
figures of Priapus and used in Bacchic rites as
associated with phalli. Hebrew: Vestments; bells
with pomegranates are the Quintessence, with
the pomegranates as the four elements, on the
Ephod. They are also suggested as symbolizing
thunder and lightning. Bells also signified
virginity as they were worn until marriage (Isa.
3, 16). Hindu: Rank, dignity. The Bull of Nandi
1s always depicted with a bell round his neck, or
a chain. As the yoni the bell denotes virginity.
Teutonic: The hawk-bell is a symbol of nobility.

Belly In the West symbolic of gross appetite; in
the Orient a seat of life. The belly of a whale,
monster, or big fish is equated with Hell, Sheol
and Hades, the descent to the underworld;
cosmic night; the embryonic state of being;
death and rebirth; regression to the womb and
being born again; returning to the pre-
manifest; the end of time; acquiring esoteric or
sacred knowledge in initiatory death and
resurrection. The hero, emerging from this
state, has often lost his hair, symbolizing the
hairlessness of the newborn. In Alchemy the
darkness of the belly is the transforming
laboratory. The fat belly of the Chinese god of
wealth and the Hindu Ganesha is gluttony,
hence prosperity. The belly is also a vital centre.
In Japan the belly is regarded as the centre of
the body, Hara, the seat of life, hence Harakiri, to
strike at the life-centre.

Belt Binding to power or office; dedication;
fulfilment; victory: virtue; strength; the belt of
Thor doubled his strength.

Beryl See JEwWELs.
Bethel/Baetyl See sToNEs.

Birch Tree Fertility; light; protects against
witches and drives out evil spirits, hence the
birching of felons and lunatics. Scandinavian and
Teutonic: Sacred to Thor, Donar and Frigga.
The last battle in the world will be fought round
a birch tree. Shamanistic: The birch is the
Cosmic Tree of shamanism, and the shaman
ascends the seven or nine notches of the tree
trunk or birch pole, symbolizing the ascent
through the planetary spheres to the Supreme
Spirit. Emblem of Estonia.

Birds Transcendence; the soul; a spirit; divine
manifestation; spirits of the air: spirits of the
dead; ascent to heaven; ability to communicate
with gods or to enter into a higher state of
consciousness; thought; imagination. Large
birds are often identified with solar, thunder
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and wind gods, and their tongues are lightning.
Birds are a feature of tree symbolism: the divine
power descends into the tree or on to its symbol,
a pillar.

Two birds in a tree, sometimes one dark and
one light, are dualism, darkness and light, night
and day, the unmanifest and the manifest, the
two hemispheres. Birds often appear in the
branches of the Tree of Life with the serpent at
its foot; this combination is a union of air and
fire, but the bird and serpent in conflict are solar
and chthonic powers at war. Fabulous birds also
depict the celestial realms and powers opposing
the chthonic serpent. Birds frequently accom-
pany the Hero on his quest or in slaying the
dragon, giving him secret advice (‘a little bird
told me’), and he understands the language of
birds. This ability symbolizes heavenly com-
munication or the help of celestial powers, such
as angels. A bird on a pillar is the union of spirit
and matter, or a symbol of a sun god. A cage of
birds represents the mind, according to Plato.
Flocks of birds are magic or supernatural
powers connected with gods or heroes. Birds’
claws portray the Harpies as symbolic of the
dark, destructive aspect of the Great Mother.
Alchemic: Two contending birds are the dual
nature of Mercurius, the philosophical merc-
ury, the nous; this can also be depicted by birds
flying upwards and downwards. Buddhist: A
bird is a symbol of the Lord Buddha; it also
signifies auspiciousness. Celtic: Ambivalent as
both divinity and the happy otherworld, or as
magic power and malevolence, as with the
raven and wren. The Tuatha can appear as
birds of brilliant plumage and be linked
together with golden chains when presaging an
important event. Birds are also messengers of
the gods. Chinese: Most birds, but especially the
cock, crane and peacock, arc solar, yang,
symbolizing longevity and good fortune.
Christian: Winged souls; the spiritual; souls in
Paradise. The Christ Child is often depicted
holding a bird. Egyptian: The human-headed
bird represents the power of the soul to leave the
body at will. The bird Bennu incarnates the soul
of Osiris and is sometimes equated with the
PHOENIX (q.v.): it is the creative principle,
producer of the Cosmic Egg. At death the soul,
the Ka, leaves the body in the shape of a bird.
Hindu: Intelligence, ‘Intelligence is the swiftest
of birds" (Rig Veda): ‘He who understands has
wings' (Pancavimca Brahmanan). Garuda is the
bird of life, the sky, the sun, victory; it is creator
and destroyer of all, a vehicle of Vishnu and
sometimes equated with the phoenix. Islamic:
The souls of the faithful living on the Tree of
Life. Souls of infidels enter birds of prey.
Japanese: (Shinto) The creative principle.
Maori: The Bird Man is the divinity, the
all-seeing, all-wise; strength and valour.
Seandinavian: The spirit freed from the body;
wisdom; see RAVEN. Shamanistic: Ascent to
heaven; mediumistic and magical journeying;
bird robes and feathers are worn by shamans in
their rites; dressed as a bird the soul can take

This 18th-century Chinese bell of green jade has its
power to ward off evil reinforced by the protective
DRAGONS carved on its side and the central TRIGRAMS.

On a 13th-century Bc Egyptian papyrus, the Ba, the
bird of the soul, hovers over a mummy before
beginning its flight to the afterlife.

The birds on this 1gth-century Arapaho Indian
Ghost Dance costume represent the spirits of
guidance and strengthening which the dancers
hoped to contact in their ritual.

Birds



Bit and Bridle — Bonds

wings. Taoist: The three-legged red crow is the
solar, yang, principle; it lives in the sun and can
also symbolize the Great Triad, the three great
powers of the cosmos, Heaven, Earth, Man, See
also COCK, EAGLE, PHOENIX, RAVEN, etc.

Bit and Bridle Control; endurance; forbear-
ance; temperance. In Christian art the bit
and bridle can accompany the figure of
Temperance.

Black See cOLOURSs.

Blackbird Christian: Temptations of the flesh
(its alluring song and black plumage). In St
Benedict’s temptation the devil appears as a
blackbird.

Blindness, blindfolding Ignorance; sin;:
dereliction of duty; failure to see the light and
the right path; the undiscerning; the irrational
(‘blind fury’). To blindfold or ‘hoodwink’
depicts deception, leading astray. In Buddhism
the blind old woman in the Round of Existence
symbolizes the absence of knowledge. the
blindness of ignorance leading to death.
Blindfolded Cupid depicts the blindness of
secular love. In Christian art the synagogue is
represented as blindfolded.

Blood The life principle; the soul; strength; the
rejuvenating force, hence blood sacrifice. The
red, solar energy. Blood and wine are
interchangeable symbols. Blood and water are
associated as complementaries in Chinese
symbolism as representing the yang and the yin
principles. In Christian symbolism blood and
water at the crucifixion are the life of the body
and the life of the spirit. Stepping over blood
confers fertility: in the Middle East brides
stepped over the blood of a sacrificed sheep.
Tyrian purple, “the highest glory’ (Pliny), was
the colour of congealed blood, also the ‘blood of
purple hue’. (Homer). Drinking blood is usually
symbolic of enmity, but it can also absorb the
power of the foe and so render him harmless
after death.

Blue See coLouRs.

Bo Tree The Ficus religiosa. Perfection;
contemplation; meditation. Sacred to Buddha
as the tree under which he attained enlighten-
ment.

Boar Ambivalent as both solar and lunar; as
solar the boar is the masculine principle, but
when white it becomes lunar and is also
feminine as the watery principle and a dweller
in the swamps. It is also intrepidity, lust,
gluttony. Celtic: A sacred animal; the super-
natural; prophecy; magic; warfare; protection
of warriors; hospitality. It is associated with
gods and magic powers and with the tree,
wheel, ravens and the human head, and was
sacrificed to Derga. The sacrificial fire was the
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Boar of the Woods. The boar’s head symbolizes
health and preservation from danger, the power
of the life-force, the vitality contained in the
head, hence abundance and good luck for the
coming year. The boar and bear together
represent spiritual authority and temporal
power, Chinese: The wealth of the forests; a
white boar is lunar. Christian: Brutality;
ferocious anger; evil; the sins of the flesh; cruel
princes and rulers. Druidic: Druids called
themselves ‘Boars’, probably as solitaries,
withdrawn into the forest. Egyptian: Evil; an
attribute of Set in his typhonic aspect when he
swallows the eye of the God of the Day.
Graeco-Koman: Sacred to Ares/Mars; des-
truction and strife. It also symbolizes Winter as
killing Adonis and Attis who represent the
power of the sun. The boar which slew Adonis
was sacrificed to Aphrodite. The killing of the
Boar of Calydon was the slaying of Winter with
the coming of the solar power in Spring. The
boar is an attribute of Demeter and Atalanta.
Heracles captured the wild boar of
Erymanthus. Hebrew: The enemy of Israel,
destroying the vine. Heraldic: One of the four
heraldic animals of venery. Hindu: Varahi, the
third incarnation of Vishnu, or Parjapati, who,
in the form of a boar, saved the earth from the
waters of chaos and was the first tiller of the soil.
The boar also represents Vajravrahi, goddess of
dawn and Queen of Heaven, as the sow, source
of life and fertility. franian: The ‘shining boar” is
associated with the sun in the Zlendavesta.
Japanese: The white boar is the moon; courage;
conquest and all warrior qualities. Mycenaean:
Warriors wore a boar’s tusk helmet. Scandinavian
and Teutonic: Fertility; the harvest: a storm
animal; funerary; sacrificed to Frey at Yule;
sacred to Woden/Odin, Frey and Freyja, who
ride boars. Boar masks and helmets put warriors
under the protection of Frey and Freyja. The
golden bristles of Frey's boar, Gulliburstin, are
the sun’s rays. Siberian: Courage; steadfastness;
conquest; all warrior qualities. Sumero-Semitic:
The winged boar slew Tammuz; the boar can
be a messenger of the gods.

Boat See saip.

Bonds Symbolized by all things that bind or
ensnare: ropes, cords, fetters, manacles, knots,
nooses, halters, snares, nets, chains, threads, etc.
These are all attributes of ‘gods who bind’ and
funerary gods who hold powers of binding and
loosing, life and death, who are also judges of
the dead, binding and ensnaring the guilty and
freeing the just. Binding and loosing is also the
transmuting of chaos into cosmos, of conflict in-
tolaw and order. The lunar Great Mothers, who
are all spinners (see also sPIDER) and weavers
and binders, represent fate, time, limitation, the
inescapable (‘bound’ to happen) and are
possessed of mysterious, magic and spell-
binding powers.

Nets, knots, etc., like the powers of the
divinities of binding and loosing, are ambiva-
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lent, being symbolic of either preventing illness
or causing it, bringing death or saving from it;
they protect at nuptial rites or prevent con-
summation of the marriage, hinder or help at
childbirth and represent the negative or
positive, the malefic or beneficent, attack or
defence; they bind man to his fate, his
existential situation, yet provide a line of
communication with the creator and the divine,
binding him to his past but giving him a link
with the weaver of destiny, restricting but also
uniting. Bonds and binding also symbolize
submission, slavery, vassalage, prisoners. The
silver cord binds the soul to the body during life
and is broken, to release the soul, at death.
Naval and military cords, stripes, braids, sashes
of orders, chains, etc., are also symbols of
binding to office. Buddhisi: Ropes, cords,
represent the binding of offenders, Yama, god of
the dead, is a god who binds. Chinese: Pau-hiisa
god of winds and nets. Christian: The bonds of
sin and death. God ultimately binds and casts
out Satan. Greek: Ouranos binds his rivals and is
also destiny, and there are the fetters of Cronos
as time; the Fates all weave and ensnare.
Hebrew: Jahveh has snares of death and nets to
punish the sinners. Hindu: The noose symbolizes
knowledge and intellectual power, the force
which seizes and holds firm; but it also depicts
death. Varuna, ‘master of bonds’, is a magical
binder and carries a rope round his shoulders to
bind sinners. The rope also symbolizes the sins
by which men bind themselves to ignorance.
Varuna is lunar and the non-manifest,
imprisoning and binding the waters of chaos.
Vritra and Nirrti are also magical binders and
‘masters of bonds’. Indra releases the waters and
has power to bind and loose. Yama holds the
bonds of death and carries a rope. franian:
Ahriman, lord of lies, the power of darkness,
holds a snare. Japanese: The rope is an attribute
of Fudo-Myoo and is held in the left hand to
bind those who oppose the Buddha. Oceanic:
Vaerua and Akaanga are gods of nets and cords
and bind the dead. Roman: Saturn is fettered
except during the Saturnalia, when chaos is let
loose. Scandinavian: Woden/Odin is a magical
‘god of the ropes’. Sumero—Semitic: In Babylon
the rope or bond represented the cosmic
principle uniting all things and the law which
supports and holds all things together. Tammuz
is ‘lord of snares’; Marduk a master binder, with
noose, snares and net; Shamash is armed with
snares and cord; Ea binds by magic; Nisaba
binds the demons of illness; Enil and his wife
Ninkhursaq are lunar divinities who catch the
guilty with nets; Ninurta is ‘lord of the
encompassing net’. Teutonic: The ceremonial
binding of kings was practised.

Bones The indestructible life principle; the
essential ; resurrection, but also mortality and
the transitory; destruction of the bones is often
supposed to preclude resurrection.

Bonfire Strengthening the power of the sun,

Bones — Bonfire

On this allegorical representation of a synagogue
(from Strasbourg cathedral) the blindfold symbolizes
blindness. the spiritual blindness of the Jews'
inability to ‘see’ the truth of Christ’s teaching.

The crucified Christ’s blood is caught by an angel in
Giovanni Bellini's painting “The Blood of the
Redeemer’, dramatically symbolizing the force and
energy of that ‘vital fluid”.

These Scandinavian warriors wear boar helmets to
place themselves under the protection of Frey and
Freyja.



Book — Breaking

especially at the solstices, encouraging the
powers of light and good.

Book The universe, the liber mundi and liber vitae.
The OL)en book depicts the book of life, learning
and the spirit of wisdom, revelation and the
wisdom of the scriptures. The book is connected
with tree symbolism and the Tree and Book
can represent the whole cosmos. In Grail
symbolism the book can also typify the Quest, in
this case for the lost Word. Buddhist: Perfection
of wisdom, language and expression. Tara has
the book of illuminating wisdom resting on the
lotus of spiritual flowering. Chinese: Scholarship.
The leaves of the book are the leaves of the
Cosmic Tree, symbolizing all beings in the
universe, the ‘ten thousand things’. The book is
one of the Eight Precious Things of Chinese
Buddhism. Christian: Books are the Apostles
teaching the nations. Emblem of SS Augustine
and Cyprian. Christis often portrayed holding a
book. Islamic: “The universe is a vast book’ (ibn
Arabi). The book, with the pen, is creative
substance, static being, while the pen is the
creative principle. The Sacred Book is the
Name of(gc;d; truth; mercy.

Bottle A womb symbol; the principle of
containing and enclosure. In Buddhism it is the
womb of the Buddha nature. In Christianity it
represents salvation and is an emblem of St
James the Great.

Bough/Branch Related to TREE symbolism
(q.v.). The Tree of Life and fertility can be
depicted by a branch, hence it was a bridal
symbol; boughs on houses and ‘bringing home
the may’, the hawthorn branch on May 1, wasa
Spring fertility rite. The Golden Bough is the
link between this world and the next; the
passport to the heavenly world; initiation; the
magic wand: it enabled Aeneas to pass through
the underworld and survive. The priest of
Diana’s sacred grove on Lake Nemi won his
office by killing his predecessor with the Golden
Bough. The Silver Bough, the apple, is the link
between this world and the fairy world, Tir-
nan-og. Breaking the bough means the death of
a king. The bough is also related to the
symbolism of the wand, pole and oar. Celtic:
Renewal of youth. Druidic: The golden bough is
theMISTLETOE (q.v.). Hebrew: The sacred wood
of the acacia is sometimes referred to as the
golden bough.

Boundary See THRESHOLD.

Bow Symbolically it is both masculine and
feminine : masculine as prowess and dispatching
the masculine arrow: feminine as the crescent
moon. Buddhist: Will power; the bow is the
mind which dispatches the arrows of the five
senses. Chinese: The bow and arrow together are
fertility, offspring; drawing the bow is mas-
culine prowess. Christian: Worldly power (Jer.
49. 35). Graeco-Roman: The bow of Artemis/
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Diana is the crescent moon, Bows and arrows
are attributes of Apollo, Eros, Artemis and
Diana, bow and quiver an attribute of the giant
hunter Orion. Hindu: Will power (as Buddhism
above). The bowstring of Kama, god of love, is
composed of bees as ‘sweet pain’. Islamic: The
power of God. The grip of the bow in the
middle, uniting both parts, is the union of Allah
with Mohammed. Sumero—Semitic: The weapon
of Ishtar/Inanna as war goddesses. Taoism: The
bow and arrow symbolize the Tao which brings
down the high, raises the low, takes away excess
and supplies needs.

Bowels Sce INTESTINES,

Bower The feminine principle; shelter;
protection. In Christianity it is a symbol of the
Virgin Mary.

Bowl A bowl of water represents the feminine,
receptive principle and fertility. The almsbowl
signifies aloofness from life; renunciation; the
surrender of the ego. Buddhist: The almsbowl is
an attribute of the monk or bhikkku. The seven
small bowls of water on a shrine represent the
seven offerings for an honoured guest : water for
drinking, water for washing, flowers, incense,
lamps, perfume, food. Hindu: The bowl is an

attribute of Ganesha.

Box The feminine principle of containing:
enclosure; the womb. The box bush, as
evergreen, is immortality, youth, vigour,
vitality, perpetuity.

Bread Life; the food of the body and the soul;
the visible and manifest life. It is also a symbol of
union as having many grains in one substance
and when broken and shared represents shared
and united life. Sacramental bread is usually in
small round form, or a larger loaf is broken and
shared out; it is often marked with a cross, as in
Mithraic, Sumero-Semitic and Christian rites.
Bread and wine: the wine is the divine ecstasy
and the bread is the visible manifestation of the
spirit which dies and rises again; man and
divinity united; the balanced product of man’s
skill and eflorts in agriculture; the masculine
wine with the feminine bread ; the combination
of the liquid and the solid which can represent
the androgyne. Bread and wine were often a
feature of funeral feasts or graveside ceremonies.
The breaking of bread signifies the death of the
victim of sacrifice; also sharing and com-
munion. Christian: The sustainer of life; God’s
providence; Christ, ‘the bread of life’ (John 6,
35); the ‘body of Christ’ (Luke 22, 19). Bread
and wine denote the two natures of Christ, the
body and blood of Christ in the eucharistic
meal. Sumero-Semitic: Breaking bread was
providing food for the souls of the dead;
communion. The bread and water of immortal
life were kept in heaven by Anu.

Breaking Breaking in pieces (of lunar deities,
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dying gods, or man at initiation) symbolizes the
lunar division into parts; the new moon is the
emblem of these deities, and is death and rebirth
and the many arising from the One. Breaking a
glass typifies the transitoriness of human
happiness. Breaking a tablet is the dissolution of
a contract or partnership or rescinding a debt.
Breaking an object intended for the dead ‘kills’
the object and releases its soul so that the dead
can take it to the next world. See also
DISMEMBERMENT.

Breastplate Protcction: preservation. An
attribute of Athene/Minerva. The Hebrew
breastplate, in the middle of the ephod, is a
Cosmic Centre.

Breasts Motherhood; nourishment; pro-
tection; love: the nourishing aspect of the Great
Mother. Many-breasted goddesses depict
nourishment; abundance; fertility. The bared
breast is humility; grief; repentance ; penitence.
Beating the breast signifies grief; repentance.

Breath Life; the soul; life-giving power; the
spiritus mundi; the power of the spirit; also the
transient, insubstantial and elusive. The in-
taking and outgoing of the breath symbolize
the alternating rhythm of life and death,
manifestation and reabsorption in the universe.
In Christianity insufflation, the breathing or
blowing upon a person or thing, signified the
influence of the Holy Spirit and the expelling of
evil spirits.

Bridge Communication between heaven and
earth, one realm and another: uniting man with
the divinity. In rites of pAsSAGE (qg.v.) it is the
transition from one plane to another; the
passage to reality. In the primordial state, in the
Golden Age, man could cross at will, as there
was no death; the bridge is now crossed only at
death, or in mystical states, or in initiation
ceremonies, or by solar heroes. In crossing the
perilous bridge man proves he is a spirit and
returns to the lost Paradise. The bridge between
this world and the next can also be symbolized
by the rainbow, the celestial dragon and the
celestial serpent. It is also associated with the
Strait Gate and the ladder which has sword
rungs, etc. The two banks of the river to be
crossed by the bridge represent the two worlds of
mortals and death, immortals and life; the
bridge is the passage from death to immortality,
from the unreal to the real.

Narrow bridges, razor-edged and sword
bridges, etc. represent the slender separation
between opposites, spacelessness in the realm of
the supernatural, and ways which are in-
accessible to ordinary physical experience and
the senses, ways which can be attained by
transcending the physical by mind and spirit, as
in the Upanishads and in Holy Grail legends: “A
sharp edge of a razor, hard to traverse, a difficult
path’ (Upanishads). The Islamic bridge is
‘narrower than a hair’, Lightness and swifiness,

Breastplate — Bridge

Christ Pantocrator holds the closed book of life and
destiny in this 1 ith-century Greek mosaic.

The many breasts of the 1st-century Ap Artemis of
the Ephesians symbolize the virgin goddess’s
abundant and ever-available fertility and succour.



Bridle — Bull

symbolic of wisdom and intelligence, enable
man to cross quickly and safely, while the
heavy, ignorant and stupid break the bridge
and fall down to hell or to demons and monsters
waiting below, representing sin and ignorance.
The Bridge Perilous is also the way to
enlightenment, victory over death and division
in the realm of differentiation. The river can
also be crossed by a boat, raft or ford. The
Iranian Cinvat Bridge separates the two worlds
and must be crossed by the soul; it leads to the
Mount of Judgment and is guarded by two
dogs. Bridge symbolism also includes man as
mediator, the central or axial position between
heaven and earth, hence the Hierophant and
the Roman Pontifex.

Bridle Restraint; control. Attribute of Nemesis
and Fortuna. Sometimes depicted in Christian
art with Temperance.

Broom See BRUSH.
Broom Plant European: Humility ; zeal.

Brothers Brothers at enmity are the conflicting
powers of light and darkness, dryness and
humidity; also the nomadic and agricultural
ways of life. They are often associated with
founding the first city and are frequently
represented as pairs of opposites, such as
Ormuzd and Ahriman, Vritra and Indra, Osiris
and Set, Romulus and Remus, Cain and Abel.
In South Eastern European folklore, God and
Satan were brothers. These symbolize the
necessity of opposites in the dualistic realm of
manifestation. See also TWINS.

Brown See COLOURS.

Brush Chinese: Wisdom, insight: brushing
away worries and difficulties. Japanese: The
broom made of grass and used at the Spring
ritual represents purification.

Bucentaur See FABULOUS BEASTS.

Buckle Protection; self-defence. Egypiian: The
buckle of Isis, or her girdle, is the protection of
Isis; strength; power; the blood of Isis which
guaranteed her favour and that of her son
Horus.

Buddhist Symbols The Eight Emblems of
Good Augury are the conch, umbrella, canopy,
mystic knot, fish, lotus, vase, Wheel of the Law.
Other symbols are the scroll, axe, goad, spear,
rope, begging-bowl, sacrificial cup, fan, bow
and arrow, incense burner, rosary, fly-whisk,
cock-and-sun, hare-and-moon, musical instru-
ments, calabash or gourd. The emblems on the
footprint of Buddha are the swastika, wheel,
conch, fish, vajra, crown, vase.

Buffalo Amerindian: The buffalo or bison
portrays supernatural power; strength; forti-
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tude; the whirlwind. Buddhist: Yama, god of the
dead, is sometimes buffalo- or bull-headed.
Taoist: Lao Tzu rides a buffalo or ox and was
riding a green buffalo when he disappeared in
the West. Riding a buffalo is mastery over man’s
animal nature. The buffalo sometimes takes the
place of the ox in the “Ten Ox-herding Pictures’,
in which the buffalo, as unregenerate nature,
starts as wholly black and. during the process of
taming, is gradually depicted as becoming
whiter until in the tenth picture he has
disappeared completely.

Bull Ambivalent; usually the bull is the
masculine principle in nature: the solar
generative force sacred to all sky gods;
fecundity; male procreative strength; royalty;
the king; but it also symbolizes the earth and the
humid power of nature, when it becomes lunar
and is ridden by moon goddesses such as Astarte
and Europa and then signifies the taming of the
masculine and animal nature. Riding a bull, or
bulls drawing a chariot, is also a solar-warrior
aturibute connected with sky, storm and solar
gods; the roaring of the bull represents thunder,
rain and fertility.

Embodying the procreative power, it is
associated with the fertilizing forces of the sun,
rain, storm, thunder and lightning and hence
with both the dry and humid principles. Sky
and weather gods as the bull appear from the
earliest records and the goddess is frequently
depicted with them as consort. The bull
sacrifice and Taurobolium occur in the worship
of Attis and Mithra and in ancient New Year
festivals. Bull symbolism is common among all
Sumerian and Semitic cults. The bull-man is
usually a guardian who protects a centre, or
treasure, or doors; he wards ofl evil and is
apotropaic. A bull’s head (the most important
partsince it contains the vital principle] signifies
sacrifice and death. The slaying of the bull at
the New Year is the death of Winter and the
birth of the creative life-force. Buddhist: The
bull is the moral self, the ego, and is an attribute
of Yama, god of the dead, who is sometimes bull
or buffalo-headed. Celtic: Bull gods are divine
power and strength. With the Druids the bull is
the sun and the cow the earth. Chinese: One of
the animals of the Twelve Terrestrial Branches.
Christian: Brute force; emblem of St Eustace,
martyred in a brass bull, and of St Thecla.
Egyptian: The bull Apis was an avatar of Osiris
and ‘the second life and servant of Ptah’. It was
also worshipped under the form of Mnves or
Merwer and was sacred to the solar Ra who, as
the Bull of Heaven, daily impregnated the sky
goddess Nut. Neb, the earth god, was also the
bull of the sky goddess. The thigh of the bull was
the phallic leg of Set as fertility, strength and the
North Pole. Greek: Attribute of Zeus as sky god,
also of Dionysos who was horned and sometimes
bull-headed when manifesting as the male
principle. Sacred to Poseidon, whose wine-
bearers at Ephesus were “bulls’. As the humid
power the bull was an attribute of Aphrodite.
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Hebrew: Jahveh is the ‘Bull of Israel’, thus it is
the might of Jahveh. Hindu: Strength; speed;
fertility; the reproductive power of nature. The
bull Nandin is a vehicle of Siva, guardian of the
West, who rides a bull. Itis an attribute of Agni,
‘the Mighty Bull’, and a form of Indra in his
fertile aspect. The bull is also the vital breath of
Aditi, the all-embracing. The power conferred
by Soma is frequently equated with that of the
bull. Rudra unites with the cow-goddess.
Iranian: The soul of the world; its generative
power is associated with the moon and rain
clouds in fertility. The bull was the first created
animal and was slain by Ahriman; from the soul
of the bull came the germ of all later creation.
Minoan: The Great God. The bull was sacrificed
to the earth and earthquake god: ‘In bulls does
the Earth-Shaker delight’ {Homer). In some
societies the bull was thought to cause
carthquakes by tossing the earth on its horns
and its roaring was heard. In Crete he appears
to represent the reproductive force in nature.
Mithraic: The solar god; the bull sacrifice was
the central ceremony in Mithraism. It also
represented victory over man’s animal nature
and life through death. The bull and lion
together symbolize death. Reman: Attribute of
Jupiter as sky god; sacrificed to Mars; attribute
of Venus and Europa as moon deities; Europa,
as the dawn, is carried across the sky by the solar
bull. Scandinavian: Auribute of Thor and sacred
to Freyja. Sumero-Semitic: The celestial bull
ploughed the great furrow of the sky. Ramman,
Asshur and Adad, who ride on bulls, are ‘bulls of
heaven'; Marduk, or Merodach, is identified
with Gudibir, the ‘bull of light'. The sun, Enil or
Enki. is the ‘savage bull of the sky and earth’;
Sin, a lunar god, also takes the form of a bull;
Teshub, the Hittite sun god, takes the form of a
bull; it is an aspect of Ea as lord of magic and is
often depicted in Sumerian art as holding door-
posts; the Syrian and Phoenician Baal or Bel, a
solar god of fertility of the soil and flocks, was
symbolized by the bull; the Accadian *directing
bull’ begins the zodiacal year. Winged bulls are
guardian spirits. Jodiacal: The bull, Taurus, is a
sun symbol and the creative resurgence of
Spring.

Bullroarer Represents thunder and wind and
is an evocation of the deity; it was used in
Dionysian mystery rites, in the Stone Age
civilizations and in initiation and rain-making
ceremonies among Australian aboriginals. With
the Amerindians it is an evocation of the Great
Spirit ; the outward sign of the tribal All-Father.

Burning Bush Divine manifestation; the
presence of God. The burning bush becomes the
Cosmic Tree in Vedic fire symbolism of Agni.

Buttercup Graeco-Roman. Mockery; spite;
madness; emblem of Ares/Mars.

Butterfly The soul; immortality. As changing
from the mundane caterpillar, through the state

Bullroarer — Butterfly

Lao Tzu rides a buffalo, symbolizing his final
triumph over his animal nature, on his last journey,
to ‘the West’, in this 1 7th-century Chinese bronze.
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The ancient Cretan bull-dancers, like the one on this
Minoan onyx seal, simultaneously yiclded to and
challenged the power of the Great God, the ‘Earth
Shaker’, symbolized by the bull.

From Mycenae, about 1500 Bc, comes this butterfly
motif, representing the Great Mother: like her, the
butterfly contains within itself all its previous
incarnations and the promise of future generations.
The shape echoes the Minoan double axe.



Buttons — Candle

of dissolution, to the celestial winged creature, it
is rebirth, resurrection. Also. like the double-
headed axe, a symbol of the Great Goddess.
Celtic: The soul; fire. Chinese: Immortality;
abundant leisure; joy. The butterfly with the
chrysanthemum portrays beauty in old age;
with the plum it is longevity. Christian:
Resurrection; its stages of development are life,
death and resurrection. Sometimes shown in the
hand of the Christ Child. Greek: Immortality;
the soul; the psyche; also Psyche in Greek art.
Japanese: A vain woman; a geisha; a fickle
lover. A pair of butterflies is conjugal happiness;
a white butterfly is a spirit of the dead. Maori:
The soul.

Buttons Chinese ceremonial robes have large
buttons symbolizing the sun and moon and
small buttons as the stars.
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Caduceus The wings symbolize transcen-
dence, the air; the wand is power; the double
serpent is the opposites in dualism, ultimately to
be united; they are also the two serpents of
healing and poison, illness and health, they are
hermetic and homoeopathic, ‘nature can
overcome nature’, the complementary nature of
the two forces operative in the universe and the
union of the sexes. They represent the powers of
binding and loosing, good and evil, fire and
water, ascending and descending, also equilib-
rium, wisdom and fertility. In Alchemy they are
the male sulphur and the female quicksilver, the
power of transformation ; sleeping and waking;
the solve et coagula of the Great Work; the
synthesis of opposites and the transcendent
function of mediation between the upper and
lower realms.

The wand, or herald’s staff, is the axis mundi,
up and down which all mediator-messenger
gods travel between heaven and earth. The
caduceus is carried by messengers as a symbol of
peace and protection and is pre-eminently their
attribute. The Egyptian Anubis, the Graeco-
Roman Hermes/Mercury (in whose hands it
also depicts health and youthfulness), the
Phoenician Baal, and sometimes Isis and Ishtar
all carry it. It is ‘the golden rod, three-petalled,
of happiness and wealth” (Homer), and is also
suggested as the staff supporting the sun and
moon symbols. The caduceus can also be
represented as a globe surmounted by horns, a
Phoenician and Hittite solar symbol. Tt is also
found in India. It is the astronomical symbol of
Hermes/Mercury.

Cakes Sacrificial cakes, or buns, marked with
the cross, symbolize the round of the moon and
its four quarters.

Calabash or Gourd Amerindian: The female
breast; nourishment. Chinese: In Chinese
Alchemy the calabash, as a gourd, is the cosmos
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in miniature; the creative power of nature; the
original unity of the primordial parents. The
double gourd is the united yin and yang.

Calf In sacrifice the calf is the offering without
blemish, hence, in Christian iconography, it can
represent Christ. In Vedic symbolism it is the
mind of Aditi, with the bull as the vital breath of
Adit, the All-Embracing.

Calumet The Amerindian Pipe of Peace also
symbolizes reconciliation; conciliation; hu-
mility; sacrifice and purification; the in-
tegration of the individual with the Totality,
becoming one with the fire of the Great Spirit.
The round bowl of the pipe is the centre of the
universe, the heart; the smoke symbolically
transports to heaven; the canal of the pipe is the
spinal column and the channel the vital spirit.

Camel Christian: Temperance; royalty; dig-
nity; obedience; stamina; associated with the
Magi and with John the Baptist who was
clothed in camel’s hair. Also, as kneeling to
receive its burden, it depicts humility and
docility. franian: The camel is associated with
the dragon-serpent. Roman: The personification
of Arabia on coins.

Camellia Steadfasiness. Chinese: Beauty;
health; physical and mental strength. Fapanese:
Sudden death.

Camphor The senses which, like camphor,
should burn themselves out with no residue.

Cancer See ZODIAC.

Candle Light in the darkness of life; illumi-
nation; the vitalizing power of the sun; also the
uncertainty of life as easily extinguished;
evanescence. Candles lit at death illuminate its
darkness and represent the light in the world to
come; they are a feature of Catholic and most
Oriental funeral rites. Christian: The divine light
shining in the world; Christ as the light of the
world ; spiritual joy; Christ risen from the dead
in the light of transfiguration; the pious lit with
love. Candles on either side of the cross on the
altar are the dual nature of Christ, human and
divine. In Eastern Orthodox Christianity three
joined candles depict the Holy Trinity and two
joined candles the dual nature of Christ. See
also PASCHAL TAPER and TENEBRAE. Hebrew:
The Mosaic seven-branched candlestick, the
Menorah, indicates the divine presence (can-
dles of fat are sacred to Jahveh); the stem of the
candlestick is suggested as the Cosmic Tree and
an axis mundi. Josephus says that the seven
branches are the sun, moon and planets, also the
seven days of the week, the seven stars of Ursa
Major and the seven cycles or forces in the
world, According to Philo, the Menorah
represents the operation of grace for all things
celestial. In Qabalism the three candles, or
candlesticks, are wisdom, strength and beauty.
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Cannibalism Eating the fiesh is to absorb the
vital power of the person eaten.

Canoe A lunar barque; the crescent moon. In
Maori symbolism it is the Mother of the Race.

Canopic Jars Egyptian: The protection of the
four gods of the dead, represented by the heads
of the baboon, jackal, hawk and man, placed at
the four corners of the tomb.

Canopy Rovalty; sovereign power. Buddhisi:
The Sacred Tree of Enlightenment; one of the
Eight Auspicious Signs. A white canopy is the
pure mind embracing the Dharma and
protecting human beings. Chinese: Royalty:
sovereign power; protection. Hindu: Spiritual
and temporal power, a square canopy for priests
and circular for kings.

Cap Nobility; freedom (slaves went bare-
headed). Graeco-Roman: The conical caps of the
Dioscuri are the two halves of Leda’s egg from
which they were born, and also represent the
two hemispheres. Hebrew: The blue ritual cap of
the vestments depicts the heavens. Shamanistic:
The cap of power is one of the chief symbols of
the shaman. Teutomc: Nobility; power: the
‘Tarn-kappe’ or ‘Nebel-kappe’. See also
PHRYGIAN CAP.

Cap and Bells See rooL.
Capricorn See Zop1AC and FABULOUS BEASTS,

Carbuncle Christian: A symbol of Christ’s
passion and sacrifice: a cross with five
carbuncles on it portrays the five wounds.

Cardinal Points See DIREGTIONS OF SPACE.

Cards Playing cards. The fifty-two cards in the
pack symbolize the weeks of the year, the
thirteen cards in each suit are the thirteen lunar
months of the year, the four suits represent the
four worlds, elements, directions of space,
winds, seasons, castes, corners of the temple, etc.

Two red suits indicate the warm seasons and
powers of light; two black are the cold seasons
and powers of darkness. All four designs on the
cards are life symbols: the spade, a leaf, the
Cosmic Tree; the heart, the life centre and
world centre: the diamond, or lozenge, the
feminine principle: the club, the trefoil or
masculine principle. The Ace is the Monad: the
King. the spirit, essence, father; the Queen, the
soul, the personality, mother; the Knave, the
ego, energies, the messenger. Together the
King- Qucen-l\na\c form the -p!"l ual T riad.
The Joker is the fifth element, the non-n ial
world. the quintessence of the Alchemists and
the ether of the Hindus. Spades, or swords, are
penetrating intellect; the circle or the sphere:
daring; action; expression: air; matter in
gaseous form; the astral world; the thunder-
bolt; death. The King is the earth king, Saturn,

Cannibalism — Cards

- T P T

The caduceus held by Mercury in this 15th-century
alchemical illustration symbolizes the harmonious
and healing union of opposites, of which Mercury
himself'is the ideal embodiment.




Carnation — Cauldron

Pluto, David. The Queen is war, the flash of
lightning, Pallas Athene, Neith. The Knave
represents Mercury, Aesculapius. Hearts, or
cups, are knowledge; mind; the creative and
formal world; the creative waters; matter in
liquid form ; the chalice; the silver crescent. The
King is the water king, Poseidon/Neptune,
Charlemagne. The Queen, love, roses, Hathor,
Sekhet, Semiramis, Venus, Helen. The Knave,
Mars, god of war and agriculture, Parasurama.
Diamonds, coins or lozenges, are the world of the
senses; material earth; physical form; pro-
visions; money; solid matter; the cube or
square. The King is the fire king, Caesar, the
arrow-head. The Queen, fire and fuel,
Nephthys, Persephone. The Knave, the war-
rior. Clubs, sceptres or wands, are the will; fire;
matter in combustion; ideas; radiant energy;
the archetypal world; the triangle or pyramid.
The Kingis the sky king Zeus/Jupiter, Alexander
the Great, King Arthur. The (s,ueen, queen of
the air, Hera/Juno, Argine. The Knave, Apollo,
Aeneas, Lancelot.

Carnation The red carnation depicts admi-
ration, marriage, passionate love; the pink
represents the tears of the Virgin Mary, hence
motherhood; the white is pure love and the
yellow, rejection.

Carnival See orGY.

Carp Chinese: Literary eminence; perseverance
in struggle against difficulties; courage. The
carp is said to ‘leap the Dragon Gate’ by
perseverance and become a dragon, hence the
successful scholar in the literary examinations is
‘a carp that has leapt the Dragon Gate’. Twin
carp signify the union of lovers. japanese: An
emblem of the Samurai as courage; dignity;
resignation to fate: endurance: good fortune. It
also symbolizes love as a homophone of carp.

Cask The feminine, receptive, enclosing
principle. A bottomless cask signifies senseless
and wasted labour.

Cassia Chinese: Immortality; a Tree of Life in
Paradise: a tree in the moon ; good fortune; rise
1o greatness.

Castanets 7aoist: The two contending powers
of the universe; emblem of Ts'ao Kuo-chu, one
of the eight Taoist genii or immortals.

Caste Symbolized by the square, it is the
pattern of the universe; the pairs of opposites;
the four cardinal points which, in turn, are
connected with the four seasons, elements and
emblematic colours. Brahmans, the sacerdotal,
are equated with the polar region, Winter and
the North; Kshatriyas, the royal and warrior,
with the rising sun, Spring and the solar East;
Vaishyas, trade and agriculture, with the
setting sun (i.e. that which is past the zenith or
‘twice-born’), Summer and the South; Sudras,
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servants, with darkness, obscurity, Autumn and
the West.

Castle Shares the symbolism of the enclosure
and of the walled and defended city and
represents the difficult to obtain; spiritual
testing. It usually holds some treasure or
imprisoned person and is inhabited by a
monster or wicked person who must be
overcome to obtain the treasure or release the
imprisoned, which depicts the treasure of
esoteric knowledge or spiritual attainment.
BRIDGE symbolism (q.v.) is also involved in
crossing the moat to the castle.

Castration The death of the fertility of a god or
hero; a life sacrifice; cutting the grain is
castration as is the sun in eclipse when it enters
the realm of the moon goddess. From the blood
of the castrated Ouranos/Cronos sprang the
Erinyes, the Gigantes and the Meliae and,
falling on the sea-foam, it gave birth to
Aphrodite/Venus. The Barley King and Oak
King were ritually castrated at the end of their
reigns. Set was emasculated by Horus. Symbols
of castration are the scythe and sickle, and
lameness.

Cat Its eyes being variable, the cat symbolizes
the varying power of the sun and the waxing
and waning of the moon and the splendour of
the night; it also denotes stealth; desire: liberty.
As black it is lunar, evil and death; it is only in
modern times that a black cat has been taken to
signify good luck. Amerindian: The wild cat
portrays stealth, Celtic: Chthonic powers;
tunerary. Chinese: A yin animal as nocturnal:
powers of evil; powers of transformation. A
strange cat is unfavourable change; a black cat,
misfortune, illness. Christian: Satan; darkness;
lust; laziness. Egyptian: Lunar; sacred to Set as
darkness; as lunar the cat can also be an
attribute of Isis and of Bast, the moon; it
represents pregnant women as the moon makes
the seed grow in the womb. Graeco-Roman:
Attribute of the lunar Diana. The goddess of
liberty has a cat at her feet. Japanese: Powers of
transformation; peaceful repose. Scandinavian:
Atribute of Freyja, whose chariot is drawn by
cats. Witcheraft: A familiar and disguise of
witches; the black cat as the witches’ familiar is
evil and ill luck. Cats and dogs as witches’
familiars are rain-makers.

Cauldron Nourishment; sustenance; abun-
dance; fertility; the feminine receptive and
nourishing principle. The magic cauldron is
fecundity and the feminine power of transfor-
mation; life and death; renewal and rebirth. It
can also be equated with the Grail. The witches’
cauldron signifies magic spells. Celtic: Abun-
dance; inexhaustible sustenance (as with the
cornucopia); powers of resuscitation; the
reproductive earth powers; rebirth; restoring
warriors to life. The magic cauldron of
Keridwen has three powers of inexhaustibility,
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regeneration, inspiration. Attribute of Bran and
Dagda. Christian: Emblem of SS Fausta,
Felicitas, John, Vitus. Scandinavian: “The
Roaring Cauldron’ is the source of all rivers.

Cave ‘A symbol of the universe’ (Porphyry); an
omphalos; the world centre; the heart: the
place of union of the Self and the ego: the
meeting place of the divine and the human,
hence all dying gods and saviours are born in
caves; inner esoteric knowledge; that which is
hidden; a place of initation and the second
birth. The cave is also the feminine principle,
the womb of Mother Earth and her sheltering
aspect; it is both a place of burial and rebirth, of
mystery, increase and renewal, from which man
emerges and to which he returns at death in the
stone sepulchre; this emergence associates the
cave with the Cosmic Egg. The cave is closely
related to the symbolism of the HEART (q.v.) as
the spiritual and initiatory centre of both the
macrocosm and the microcosm; both the cave
and the heart are symbolized by the feminine,
downward-pointing triangle. The mountain is
the masculine principle, the visible and
external, and is represented by the upward-
pointing triangle, while the cave within the
mountain is the feminine, hidden and closed:
both are cosmic centres. The cave, being part of
the mountain, shares its axial symbolism.

Initiation ceremonies most frequently took
place in a cave as symbolic of the underworld
and the sepulchre where death took place prior
to rebirth and illumination. As a place of
initiation it was also a secret place, the entrance
to which was hidden from the profane by a
labyrinth or dangerous passage, often guarded
by some monster or supernatural person, and
entry could only be gained by overcoming the
opposing force. Entering the cave is also re-
entry into the womb of Mother Earth, as with
cave burials. Passing through the cave
represents a change of state, also achieved by
overcoming dangerous powers. The cave is
often the place of the sacred marriage between
heaven and earth, king and queen, etc., the
hieros  gamos. Amerindian: The worlds are
symbolized by a series of caves one above the
other. Celtic: The way of entrance to the other-
world. Chinese: The cave is the feminine, yin
principle, with the mountain as the yang.
Hindu: The heart; the centre; the ‘cave of the
heart” is the dwelling place of Atma. Mithraic:
Worship and initiation took place in a cave in
which there were flowers and springs in honour
ol Mithras, Father and Creator of All; the cave
reproduced in miniature the universe he had
created. Platonic: The world in its obscurity and
illusion.

Cedar Strength; nobility; incorruptibility.
Emblem of Lebanon. Christian: Majesty,
stateliness; beauty; Christ (Ezek. 17,22).
Hebrew: The sacred wood of Solomon’s Temple.
Sumerian: The Cosmic Tree; the Tree of Life; it
possessed magical properties and was sacred to
Tammuz.

Cave — Cedar

To the ancient Egyptians, a eat mummy like this one
from Abydos symbolized the abiding protection and
favour of Isis, Mother Goddess, and Bast, the moon
goddess who was hersell cat-headed.

The Gundestrup cauldron, decorated with scenes of
commerce between gods and men, is a tangible
symbol of the divine powers of destruction and
regeneration within the same vessel.



Censer — Chameleon

Censer Offering prayer to the divinity.
Christian: Prayer rising to God (Ps, 141,2).
Emblem of S§ Laurence, Maurus, Stephen. See
also INCENSE.

Centaur Man's lower nature, the animal
nature combined with his higher nature of
human virtue and judgment; the savage and
benign aspects of nature and the conflict
between these opposites. The morse (q.v.)
depicts virile solar power and is the mount of the
directing spirit of the man;: this is a combination
of blind power and guiding spirit. Christian:
Sensuality; passions; adultery; brute force;
man torn between good and evil, animal and
spiritual nature; the heretc; an incarnation of
the devil. The bow and arrows are the fiery
darts of evil. Greek: The centaur Chiron, who
taught Achilles, personified wisdom. Centaurs
sometimes accompany Dionysos/Bacchus.

Centre Totality; wholeness; absolute reality;
pure being; the origin of all existence;
unmanifest being: the world axis: the pole; the
point around which everything revolves;
Paradise; the potential; the point containing
the totality of all possibilities; sacred space; a
break in space and the point of intercom-
munication between the three worlds, trans-
cending time and space; an axis uniting the
cosmos both vertically and horizontally: the
intersection of macrocosm and microcosm
cosmic order; the ‘Pivot of the Law’: the point
of resolution and reconciliation where all
opposites disappear; the Eternal Now; the
‘point quiescent’: the ‘unmoved mover’ of
Aristotle. The centre is also the point of origin of
departure and the point of return: all emerges
from it, revolves round it and returns to it in the
two complementary movements, the centrifugal
and centripetal, also symbolized by outbreath-
ing and inbreathing and by the circulation of
the blood from the heart centre. Moving from
the centre to the circumference is the journey
into manifestation and multiplicity, while the
journey back is to the spiritual centre, unity, the
One. It’is also the point from which space is
produced, from which motion emanates and
form arises, both the point of expansion and of
contraction in drawing multplicity back to
unity, to harmony, knowledge and illumi-
nation.

The sun represents the centre of the universe,
as the heart, the ‘inner place’, is the centre of
man. There is a symbolic centre, or kingdom, in
every domain: the sun, or gold, among metals; a
Jjewel among stones; the lotus, lily or rose in
plants; the lion among animals; the eagle in
birds: the dolphin among fishes and man among
all living creatures: the hearth in the home and
the altar in the temple or church. The fixity of
the centre symbolizes eternity and perfect
simultaneity. Any central projection, such as
the central boss in an ancient metal mirror, or
the oculus in a dome, marks the Sun Door or
Gate of Heaven. the apex of the universe and
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the upper end of the world axis, a point of
communication between heaven and earth; this
symbolism is found in many oriental traditions
and was once common in Christianity. Symbols
of the centre are the pillar, Cosmic Tree, Sacred
Mountain, heart. fire altar, the spring or well of
life, the hearth, spiral, labyrinth, pyramid, or
any sacred space. On the cross the central point
1s sometimes shown as a jewel or flower.
Amerindian: The Great Spirit, which is the
centre, but is also everywhere. Buddhist: Pure
Being: enlightenment; Nirvana,  Chinese:
Perfect peace; divine immanence; stillness;
being at one with the will of Heaven; the ‘Pivot
of the Law’ (Chuang Tzu); the invariable
mean, Hebrew: The Shekinah, the central
presence of God; the Holy Place; the Inward
Palace where God dwells; the One; the
beginning of existence; thought. Hindu: Pure
Being: unity; Ishvara; the place of the
unconditioned, Brahman, ‘the dark source of all
light: the point beyond time; the Inner
Witness. The chakras are the symbolic spiritual
centres of the body. [slamic: The Point; the
‘Divine Abode’; the ‘Divine Station’ of
harmony, equilibrium and order; the secret
centre; the incommunicable; the ‘eye of the
heart’. Tamst: The Tao; Pure Being; ‘nought
but infinity, which is neither this nor that’
(Chuang Tzu).

Cerberus See FABULOUS BEASTS.

Chain Ambivalent as office, dignity and unity,
but also bondage and slavery. Chains of office,
e.g. mayor, mandarin, ete., bind to office,
function and power. The links of the chain
symbolize communication and marriage. In
Buddhism the links bind man to continued
phenomenal existence. In Christianity chains
are the emblem of SS Balbina and Leonard. In
Islam the Chain of Being is the hierarchical
order of things in the universe. See also BoNDs.

Chakra A spiritual and psychic centre in the
being, symbolized by the lotus and the wheel.
When the centre is awakened the lotus opens
and revolves; the lotuses of the different centres
have a different number of petals.

Chalcedony Sce JEWELS.

Chalice The source of inexhaustible susten-
ance: abundance. It is associated with the
symbolism of the heart, containing the life-
blood which, in the chalice, is represented by
wine, wine and blood having the same portent;
it is also connected with the GraiL (q.v.). Celtic:
Marriage. Christian: The blood of Christ and the
New Testament (Mark 14. 23/4): the cup of
salvation; the Eucharist; faith. Emblem of 8§
Barbara, Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventura. See
also cup.

Chameleon The clement of air (it was
supposed to be nourished by the wind). In
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Christianity it depicts Satan taking different
guises to deceive mankind. In some African
tribes it is a rain-bringer.

Chariot The human body-vehicle, with the
horse as the solar, spiritual vehicle. Chariots
drawn by white or golden horses, or sometimes
by gryphons, are attributes of sky gods who
drive the sun-chariot across the sky. Fiery
chariots are ascent to heaven by the spirit, or by
divinities or holy people. Victors or heroes are
often depicted driving chariots; these are then a
battle symbol. The qualities and intentions of
the driver are symbolized by the team driven,
e.g. white horses are spirituality, purity, or
solar, while Freyja's chariot drawn by cats is
lunar and magical. The driver depicts the mind,
intelligence or spirit directing the body. The
two wheels are heaven and earth. Celtic: Flidass,
goddess of venery and wild things, has a chariot
drawn by deer. The solar chariot is sometimes
drawn by a white swan or swans, Buddhist: The
sun chariot is the Great Vehicle. Christian: The
chariot, cart, wain, or ark, is the Church as a
vehicle to convey the faithful to heaven; its two
wheels are desire and will, charity and
prudence, according to Dante. Graeco-Roman:
The vehicle of all sun gods, driving the solar
white horses who, as either the solar or humid
principle, convey the sun and moon across the
sky, e.g. Apollo as solar and Poseidon’s white
horses as the watery element. Chariot and
horses are also warlike attributes of the war god
Ares/Mars. Cybele drives a chariot drawn by
lions; Tritons, blowing conch shells, draw the
chariot of Poseidon: Sabazios drives a sun
chariot. Jupiter Dolichenus drives a yoke of
bulls. Doves draw the chariot of Venus, stags of
Diana, peacocks of Juno, dogs of Hephaestos/
Vulcan, eagles of Zeus/ Jupiter, goats or leopards
of Dionysos/Bacchus and Eros/Cupid, and
black horses the chariot of Pluto. Hindu: The
‘vehicle’ of the being in manifestation; the
charioteer is the Self which directs the horses, as
symbolized by Krishna who drives, but is not
involved in the fighting or action around him;
the horses are the physical life-forces; the reins
the intelligence and the will of the driver; the
axle is the world axis and the two wheels are
heaven and earth joined by the axis; their
revolutions are cycles of manifestation. Savitri
drives a chariot with luminous horses; Soma has
the three-wheeled lunar chariot drawn by the
pied antelope or ten white horses; the Asvins,
twin powers, drive a three-wheeled chariot;
Ushas, Dawn, drives a chariot with cows or red
horses; Indra rides in a golden chariot; Siva
drives a chariot drawn by lunar gazelles or
antelopes. franian: The chariot of the Magi is
drawn by four chargers symbolizing the
elements and consecrated to their four gods.
Anahita, a fertility goddess, had a chariot
drawn by four white horses — wind, rain, cloud,
hail. She appears with Mithra. Scandinavian and
Teutonic: Thor’s chariot is drawn by solar rams
or goats; Freyja’s by lunar cats.

Against a background of the three nails of the
Crucifixion, the angels in this 15th-century miniature
support the chalice of Christ’s blood, whose size
alludes to the abundance of mercy, salvation and
redemption.

An ancient Scandinavian sun-chariot combines the
symbolism of the horse as animal, earthly, with that
of the celestial and spiritual solar disk.

Chariot



Charity — Chess

Charity In Christian art Charity is depicted as
a woman either surrounded by children or,
more usually, nursing a child or suckling it; she
often holds a heart or a flower. Other symbols of
charity are the heart, lamb, the pelican feeding
its young from its own blood, or a person
receiving or nursing children; also Christ’s
seamless robe.

Chasuble Christian: Christ’'s seamless robe,
representing charity. The cross on the back is
the cross carried to Calvary and the Y of Christ’s
arms on the cross; the stripe on the front is the
pillar of scourging; covering other vestments
portrays the protection of charity; it is also the
purple robe of royalty put on the ‘King of the
Jews'.

Chequers The diversity of dualism in the
manifest world; light and darkness, day and
night etc. For chequer-board see cuEss.

Cherry As bearing Howers before its leaves the
cherry tree symbolizes man born naked into the
world without possessions and as he also returns
to the earth. Chinese: The blossom is Spring;
hope; youth: virility; feminine beauty: the
feminine principle. Christian: A fruit of Paradise
and the blessed; good works; sweetness; often
depicted with the Christ Child. Fapanese:
Prosperity; riches; a flower emblem of Japan.

Cherubim ‘The cherubim are winged crea-
tures, but the form of them does not resemble
that of any living creature seen by man’
(Josephus). They signify the presence of divinity
and are guardians of the sacred and of the
threshold. As TETRAMORPHS (q.v.| cherubim are
the quaternary of elemental powers guarding
the centre of Paradise which is inaccessible to
unregenerate man. They combine the bull
(Taurus), lion (Leo), eagle (Scorpio), and man
(Aquarius), symbolizing the four elements, the
four corners of the earth and, in Christianity,
the four Evangelists. After the Seraphim they
are the highest of the nine orders of angels. In
heraldry a cherub is depicted as a child’s head
(purity and innocence) between a pair of wings
(spiritual nature). Jahveh is ‘enthroned upon
the cherubim® (1 Sam. 4, 4). The throne of the
Temple of Jerusalem in the Holy of Holies was
flanked by two cherubim and the throne was
formed by their wings.

Chess The royal game of life; the conflict
between the spiritual powers of light and
darkness: devas and asuras; angels and demons
struggling for domination of the world;
existence as a field of action of opposing
powers and forces; manifestation and re-
absorption. The black and white, or red and
white, chequer-board symbolizes the alternat-
ing pull of all fundamental dualities and
complements in manifestation, the negative and
positive; night and day; sun and moon; male
and female ; obscurity and clarity; the light and
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dark of the moon; time and space etc., also the
criss-cross pattern of life alternating between
good and bad, fortune and misfortune. The
sixty-four squares are the mandala of Siva in his
transforming aspect and are based on the
fourfold symbolism of the § < 8, the fundamen-
tal form of a temple or city, denoting the cosmos
in all its possibilities together with the forces at
work in the universe and in man it thus implies
cosmic perfection, The Indian circular chess-
board typifies Infinity and the Round of Birth
and Death; each game is an epoch, and putting
away the pieces symbolizes a period of non-
manifestation. The movement of the pieces is
the realization of all possibilities in this world
and in individual man in manifestation. The
choice of movement is free but is responsible for
setting in motion an inescapable series of effects:
both free will and destiny are involved; the
spirit is Truth and in it man is free: outside it he
is the slave of destiny.

The King is the sun; the heart; the forces of
law and order; his moves are limited by
manifestation. The Queen, or Vizier, is the spirit,
the Mover at Will, the moon. The Bishop, or
Elephant, represents rulers of the spiritual
world and his move is based on the triangle;
moving on the white squares denotes the
intellectual, positive way, and on the red or
black squares the devotional way, the na
negativa: the diagonal movement signifies the
existential and feminine, ruled by Jupiter. The
Rook, Castle, or Chariot, is the temporal power,
the rulers of this world ; the move is based on the
square, which symbolizes matter and the earth,
while the axial movement., cutting across
colours, denotes the virile and masculine and is
ruled by Saturn. The Knight, the initiate, uses
both the intellectual and devotional way, but
without the power of the spirit; the jump of the
Knight’s move represents the jump of intuition,
also the left-hand path. It is also suggested that
it has military and chivalric associations with
initiatory orders of the Templars, etc., and is a
"WANDERER' (q.v.) or ‘knight errant’; it is ruled
by Mars. Pawns are ordinary man, attempting
to cross the board, through the seven grades of
initiation, to reach the eighth square, the goal of
the initiate, To attain the eighth state is
Paradise Regained, realization, enlightenment,
becoming a Mover at Will. Pawns are ruled by
Venus and Mercury, the pair of lovers.

In Arabic—Spanish chess the checkmate (shah
mat) is not necessarily the death of the King, but
he is dishonoured or defeated and deposed. The
Castle or Rook (Spanish rogue) is the dreaded
Roc, encountered by Sinbad; but it is also the
word for a chariot, hence the straight move. The
Bishop (Spanish el alfi, Arabic al-fil, the
elephant) appears as the elephant as in Eastern
chessmen; there is no Queen, but a Counsellor
who could move one square diagonally, though
for the first move he could jump to the third
square, either diagonally or straight. (The Fers
of Chaucer; Arabic al-firzan.) The board varied
from sixty-four squares to one hundred and
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there was also a double game played on a
16 * 12 square board. Grand, or Great, Chess
had a hundred and forty-four squares and there
were twelve pieces and twelve pawns; a
Gryphon stood next to the King, then a
Cockatrice, Giraffe, Unicorn, Lion, Rook.

Chestnut Christian: Virtue, chastity, sur-
rounded by thorns but untouched by them:
victory over temptation.

Child/Children The embodiment of poten-
tialities; possibilities of the future; simplicity;
innocence. The child, or son, also symbolizes a
higher transformation of the individuality, the
sell transmuted and reborn into perfection.
Children, usually little boys, depict the seasons:
Winter wrapped in a cloak; Spring with flowers
and leaves; Summer with ears of corn; Autumn
with fruit. Children are embryonic in the Great
Mother, controller of the Great Waters, hence,
in legend, children are brought by fishers such
as the stork, or water-dwellers as the frog, or are
born of Mother Earth, under a bush orin a cave.
In Egyptian iconography a child sucking a
finger is the infant Horus, a symbol mistaken by
the Greeks and adopted by them as representing
silence. In Alchemy a crowned child symbolizes
the Philosophers’ Stone. In Christianity a child
on the back or shoulders depicts St Christopher;
a child in arms St Vincent de Paul; the Christ
Child in arms St Anthony of Padua: a woman
suckling a child is a Christian symbol of Charity.

Chimera See FABULOUS BEASTS,

Chimney A chimney or any opening in a roof
of a temple, tepee, tent, etc. represents the
passage of escape to the heavens; the solar
gateway; escape from the temporal to the
eternal, from space to the unconfined. Santa
Claus coming down the chimney symbolizes
gifts brought direct from heaven to earth instead
of through the earthly gateway or door.

Chi-Rho See LABARUM.

Chisel In sacred architecture the chisel is the
active, masculine principle in relationship with
the passive and feminine. With the hammer and
mallet it symbolizes will, discrimination,
distinction; it is the determining of the form of
the feminine prima materia by the sharp, male,
shaping instrument. It also signifies education;
distinctive knowledge in initiation; cutting
away errors.

Chorten See sTUPA.

Christmas Tree The evergreen tree is the
Winter Solstice; the New Year and a fresh
beginning. It is the tree of rebirth and
immortality, the Tree of Paradise of lights and
gifts, shining by night. Each light is a soul and
the lights also represent the sun, moon and stars
shining in the branches of the Cosmic Tree. The

Chestnut — Christmas Tree

Andrea del Sarto's Charity, with its obvious
similarity to a Madonna and Child group, underlines
the traditional and universal equation between
charity and maternal love, sustenance and care.

In this 13th-century Spanish illustration of ‘a
Christian and a Muslim playing chess’, the artist
has naively but pointedly drawn in the game’s
symbolic representation of opposing forces meeting
and contending within a single and restricted field of
action.



Chrysalis — Circle

pine tree, sacred to Attis, Atargatis, Cybele, was
hung with gold and silver ornaments, bells, etc.,
with the sacred bird in the branches and
sacrificial gifts underneath; the tree was
afterwards burnt. The Yuletide tree (g.v.) was
the fir, sacred to Woden/Odin.

Chrysalis Metamorphosis: change.

Chrysanthemum Chinese: Autumn; retire-
ment; ease; cool splendour; scholarship;
joviality; harvest; wealth ; longevity ; that which
survives (the cold). Japanese: Longevity;
happiness; a flower emblem of Japan.

sothamnus Amerindian: The masculine,
solar, day, life-principle, with the Artemisia as
the feminine, lunar and nocturnal.

Churning Creation; in Hinduism, e.g., the
churning of the waters with the axis mundi
produced creation; or the primordial waters
can be churned with a phallic symbol, such as
the spear.

Cicada The demon of light and darkness; the
cyclic periods of light and darkness. Chinese:
Resurrection; immortality; eternal youth;
happiness; restraint of cupidity and vice, Jade
cicadas were placed in the mouth of the dead to
ensure immortality. Greek: Immortality (the
cicada was supposed to be bloodless and live on
dew); sacred to Apollo and an emblem of
Tithonus who obtained immortality but not
eternal youth and so grew older and feebler
until he turned into a cicada,

Cinnabar Alchemic: The ‘living gold’, product
of the generative interaction of Sulphur and
Quicksilver, the masculine and feminine
principles, the hard and the volatile, hot and
cold, upon each other in the Great Work.

Circle A universal symbol. Totality; whole-
ness; simultaneity; original perfection; round-
ness is sacred as the most natural shape the self-
contained; the Self; the unmanifest; the
infinite; eternity; time enclosing space, but also
timelessness as having no beginning or end, and
spacelessness as having no above or below; as
circular and spherical it is the abolition of time
and space, but also signifies recurrence. It is
celestial unity; solar cycles; all cyclic move-
ment; dynamism; endless movement; com-
pletion; fulfilment; God: ‘God is a circle whose
centre is everywhere and circumference is
nowhere’ (Hermes Trismegistus). As the sunitis
masculine power, but as the soul or psyche and
as the encircling waters it is the feminine
maternal principle also the circular or ‘infinite’
symbolizes the feminine as opposed to the
*bound’, straight, masculine, paternal creative

ower. The circle also depicts the Precious
gearl. or the Pearl of Great Price (see PEARL).
Small circles on sacrificial vessels often represent
the sacrificial wafer, cake or bread. The circle is
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typified by the number 10 (see xumBERs) which
has one as the centre and nine as the number of
the circumference. The circle is the formation of
nomadic tents and encampments, symbolizing
the dynamic and endlessly moving as opposed
to the square of houses, plots and cities of
agricultural and sedentary people. Certain
flowers. notably the lotus, lily and rose, are
associated with the circle and share much of its
meaning.

A circle with a dot at its centre depicts a
complete cycle and cyclic perfection, the
resolution of all possibilities in existence; in
Astrology it portrays the sun; in Alchemy it is
the sun and gold; it is also a symbol of all sun
gods. Concentric circles are both solar and
lunar; the sky; the heavens; different states or
degrees in manifest existence. Three concentric
circles signify past, present and future, the three
spheres of earth, air and water, the worlds of
heaven, earth and hell, the phases of the moon,
the rising, noon and setting sun; also the
dynamics of the reconciliation of opposites. The
circle with the square is heaven and earth;
integration ; the conjunctio; they presuppose each
other as time and space. Squaring the circle is
the transformation of the spherical form of the
sky and the heavens into the rectangular form of
the earth in a sacred building, temple or church,
bringing heaven down to earth, uniting the four
elements and returning to primordial simplicity
in unity; the octagon is the halfway stage in
squaring the circle. The lower half of the semi-
circle is the Lower Waters and the ark and the
upper half is the Upper Waters and the
rainbow. Together they are completion; the
Cosmic Egg; the completion of a cycle of
manifestation.

The winged circle represents the Primordial
Cosmic Pair, the creative sky and the fertile
earth; power from heaven: the sun god and
solar power (see also pisk). Twin circles are the
male and female; love and knowledge: the
Dioscuri. Triple circles and three interlocking
circles depict the Triad; the indissoluble unity
of the three persons of a trinity: life, movement,
the dynamic in tension. Four circles as a cross,
linked by a central circle, are wisdom, fear,
knowledge, hope. The sevenfold solar circle
symbolizes the All-Knower: perfection; the
seven heavens. Alchemic: Circle with a dot in the
centre is the sun; gold. Amerindian: The circle
radiating outward and inward, as the
FEATHERED SUN (q.v.) is a symbol of the
universe., Camp circles and the circular tepees
are a pattern of the cosmos with the North side
as the heavens and the South side as the earth.
Astrology: Circle with central point is the sun
symbol. Buddhist: The circle is the RoUND OF
EXISTENCE (q.v.), enclosing all in the pheno-
menal world. Three circles in triangular form
are the Three Jewels. In Zen the empty circle is
enlightenment. Chinese: The circle is the
heavens with the square as the earth, as in the
old cash: the circle with the square at the centre
depicts the union of heaven and earth, yin and
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yvang and, by analogy, the perfect man. The
circle is also the moving heavens which revolve
round the unmoving square of the earth.
Christian: The Church Universal. Three
concentric or interlocking circles depict the
Trinity. Two concentric circles signify intellect
and will, according to Dante. Twin circles, as
love and knowledge, represent Christ, also his
dual nature. Egypfian: The winged circle is the
rising sun, Ra, and resurrection (see DISK).
Greek: (Orphism) The circle of Ouroboros
round the Cosmic Egg was called Cronos and
was defined by Pythagoras as the psyche of the
universe. Cronos was mated to Necessity, also
circling the universe, hence Time and Fate were
both circles. Hindu: The Round of Existence in
the phenomenal world. The flaming circle is a
symbol of Prakriti, ‘that which evolves,
produces, brings forth". Islamic: The dome; the
vault of heaven; divine light. Platonic: ‘The
moving image of an unmoving eternity.” Sumero-
Semitic: The winged circle is an aniconic symbol
of solar gods; divinity: solar power. Taoist: A
circle with a point at the centre represents the
supreme power, the Tao; the circle is also the
Precious Fcarl (see PEARL).

The circle enclosing the cross denoted
Paradise and its four rivers rising from the
centre, the Tree of Life, and flowing in the four
cardinal directions; enclosing the double cross it
is the ‘Rose of the Winds', the four cardinal and
four intermediate directions. It is also the
Cosmic Solar Wheel, ‘the vivifying principle
that animates the universe’ (Proclus); the four
quarters of the earth; the four divisions of the
cosmic cycle; the four seasons of the year and
the ages of man, etc. The solar wheel-cross is
always a symbol of good fortune and of change.
The circle surmounting the cross is the union of
male and female principles of life, both human
and divine; is found in Egypt (as the Ankh),
Syria, Phoenicia, in temples of Serapis, in China
and Tibet, Lapland, Sweden and Denmark; it is
also a symbol of Venus in astrology. The North
American Indian lodge cross inscribed in the
circle symbolizes sacred space and is a Cosmic
Centre. The four directions of space in the
celestial circle are the totality comprising the
Great Spirit. In Mexican symbolism the peyotl,
the cactus which gives the draught of
immortality, grows at the point of intersection of
the cross and the circle. Some Byzantine
churches are based on five circles, or glories,
placed in the form of a cross and surmounted by
the circles of corresponding domes. A Christian
church frequently forms a cross inside the circle
of the churchyard.

Circumambulation Fixes the axis of the
world in a particular sacred place such as a
temple or church; it also represents the relation
and harmony of motion and stillness, the
manifest and the Supreme Reality; it defines a
boundary between the sacred and the profane;
it is also an imitation of the path of the sun.
Making a ritual circuit was also associated with

Cireumambulation
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An engraving after the fresco by Piero di Puccio

(¢. 1400) in the Campo Santo, Pisa, shows the circle
as the basis of the astrological scheme. Nine outer
circles representing the nine orders of angel surround
the planetary circles with the elemental world at the
centre. The whole cosmos is held in the hands of
God.

The great earth cirele enclosing the medieval
cathedral city of Old Sarum is uterine in form,
reinforcing the symbolism inherent in “Mother
Church’ as creative and regenerative.



Circumctsion — Cock

the revolving of the Great Bear which indicated
and controlled the seasons. The Hindu and
Buddhist circumambulation of a sacred object
(Pradakshina), keeping the object always on the
right hand, is symbolic of circling the world, the
All, contained in the Self; it is a pilgrimage to
find the Self. In Islam the seven circuits of the
Ka'aba, made by the pilgrim anticlockwise,
represent the seven attributes of God.

Circumcision Initiation; dedication; purity;
arite of religious or tribal membership.

Circumference Limitation; the world in
manifestation; enclosure: rotation: movement.
[tisrepresented by the number g (see NUMBERS).

Citadel Protection; the guarded: the de-
fended; the sheltering and enclosing aspect of
the feminine.

Cithern Greek: The universe, with its shape as
the heavens and earth and its strings as the
planes. Attribute of Apollo and Terpsichore.

Citron Buddhist: One of the “Three Blessed
Fruits” of China, with the peach and pomeg-
ranate; the ‘fingered’ citron is the shape of the
hand of Buddha. Hebrew and Roman: Love, the
ornament of the bridal chamber.

Climbing See LADDERS.

Cloak Ambivalent as both a symbol of dignity
and position but also as a disguise, withdrawal
and obscurity ; darkness; the secretive; dissimu-
lation. In magic it is invisibility. The cloak, as
opposed to the tunic, hides man’s true nature,
while the tunic reveals the true man. A dark
cloak can signify protection. Christian: Emblem
of SS Alban and Martin, who have the cloak on
the ground; of St Hyacinth, floating on the sea;
of St Raymond, used as a sail. The Devil often
wears a black cloak. Greek: The cloak of epheboi
was ol mourning colour, black or dun, at
initiation ceremonies, symbolizing the death of
the child and the birth of manhood. Hindu:
Indra wears a blue rain-cloak. See also MANTLE.

Clouds The sky, air, evanescence, rain or a
celestial condition, e.g. when an angel or person
is depicted standing on a cloud or a divine hand
appears from a cloud. A cloud of light denotes a
theophany. Living ‘under a cloud’ is disgrace.
Amerindian: Fertility. Chinese: Fertility: the
Dragon of the Clouds; the blessing of rain ; good
works; visible breath, the life-force. Clouds
which release the reviving rain are also
compassion since they cover and protect all
living things. Christian: The unseen God, veiling
the sky: clouds also veil God, as with the cloud
on Mt Sinai and the pillar of cloud. A hand, or
hands, emerging from a cloud is divine
omnipotence. Greek: Clouds are the flocks of
Apollo. Scandinavian: The steeds of the Valkyrie
are clouds.
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Clover Divine Triads; the three-fold aspect of
life as body, soul and spirit. Chinese: Summer.
Christian: The Trinity; emblem of St Patrick in
Ireland.

Clown See FooL.

Club Great strength; phallic. Celtic: The
weapon of Dagda as lord of life and death; great
strength and appetite; also an attribute of the
Gallic Sucellos, ‘the great striker’ or ‘good
striker’. Christian: The betrayal of Christ and an
emblem of 88 James the Less and Jude. Graeco-
Roman: Auribute of Heracles/Hercules and of
Melpomene. Semitic: “The crusher and grinder
of the world’; attribute of Baal and Ninurta;
corresponds in symbolism to the thunderbolt as
used by sky gods.

Cobra Sce SERPENT,

Cock A solar bird, attribute of sun gods except
in Scandinavian and Celtic symbolism. The
masculine principle: the Bird of Fame;
supremacy ; courage ; vigilance; the dawn. Two
cocks fighting depict the battle of life. The black
cock is an agent of the Devil. Buddhist: The cock,
with the pig and snake, are at the centre of the
Round of Existence, with the cock as carnal
passion and pride. Celtic: Chthonic; an attribute
of gods of the underworld. Chinese: The yang
principle: courage: benevolence; valour:
faithfulness. The red cock is the original form of
the sun and protects against fire; the white cock
protects against ghosts. The cock is the tenth
symbolic animal of the Twelve Terrestrial
Branches. With a crown on its head it portrays
the literary spirit; with spurs it is a warlike
character. A cock with a hen in a garden
indicates the pleasures of rural life. In some
Chinese initiation ceremonies a white cock is
killed to signify the death of the old life and the
purity of the new. A homophone equates ‘cock’
and “fortunate’, hence it is used in funerary rites
to ward off the powers of evil spirits. The cock
represents sunset in China; aggressive, itis a war
symbol; astrologically it is Oectober, when
preparations for war were undertaken: it is the
Pleiades. Christian: Greets the dawn of the sun ol
Christ in the East; Christ putting to flight the
powers of evil and darkness; vigilance, hence
used as a weathervane turning in all directions
to watch for powers of evil; the gilded, solar
cock guards the steeple through the hours of
darkness when the bells are silent. It also
signifies liberality as supposed to share its food
with the hens, and represents preachers to the
faithful, telling of the coming of the dawn of
Christ: it depicts “the souls of the just awaiting
the dawn” (Bede). As connected with Christ’s
passion it is resurrection; as associated with St
Peter it is human weakness and repentance.
Cocks fighting are Christians striving for Christ.
The cock and the lion are often portrayed in
opposition. Egyptian: Vigilance; foresight.
Gnostic: The cock with an ear of corn in its beak
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depicts vigilance producing plenty. Graeco-
Roman: Vigilance ; pugnacity. Sacred to Apollo,
Aesculapius, Ares, Mercury, Priapus, Athene:
associated with Persephone in Spring as the
renewal of life; also sacred to Attis as Spring
fertility. Sacrificed to Lares. Hebrew: Fertlity:
the cock and hen are associated with the bridal
couple. Heraldry: Both soldierly courage and
religious aspiration. franian: A kingly bird,
frequently mounted on sceptres. Japanese: A
Shinto symbol, standing on the drum which
summons people to prayer in the temple.
Mithraic: Sacred to Mithras as a sun god.
Scandinavian: The bird of the underworld; its
crowing wakes the heroes of Valhalla for the last
great battle. Sumerian: Nergal is sometimes
depicted as a cock-headed god.

Cockatrice In Christianity it is the Devil
poisoning mankind. See also FABULOUS BEASTS.

Cocoon The potental power of the wind;
magic power. The place of birth of a soul as a
butterfly; the soul surrounded and protected.

Coffer/Coffin Takes on the same symbolism as
the sepulchre where dying gods and saviours
were laid, the regressus ad uterum; the mystic
womb of the second birth, hence redemption,
resurrection, salvation.

Collar With the chain of office and the
necklace, the collar signifies office and dignity,
but also slavery and servitude. Celtic: The collar,
or torc, is an attribute of Cernunnos. Egyptian:
An emblem of Isis; also represents the power of
her son Horus.

Colours Colour symbolizes the differentiated,
the manifest; diversity; the affirmation of light.
Colours which give back light, e.g. orange,
vellow, red, are active, warm, advancing; those
which absorb light, e.g. blue, violet, are passive,
cold, retreating, while green synthesizes the two
divisions. Black and white represent negative
and positive and all opposites. Light and dark
colours used in contrast symbolize the ma-
terialization of light. God, as light, is the source
of colour.

BLACK Primordial darkness; the non-
manifest; the Void; evil; the darkness of death:
shame; despair; destruction; corruption; grief;
sadness; humiliation; renunciation; gravity;
constancy. Black also signifies Time, hard,
pitiless and irrational and is associated with the
dark aspect of the Great Mother, especially as
Kali whois Aala, Time, and with Black Virgins.
Black or blue-black is the colour of chaos. In the
Occident black is connected with mourning and
with the sinister aspect of witcheraft, black
magic and black arts. It is the colour of Cronos/
Saturn (also as Time) and the number 8.
Alchemic: The absence of colour; the first stage of
the Great Work ; dissolution ; fermentation; the
sinister; descent into hell. Amerindian: The
North: mourning; night. as opposed to the red

Cockatrice — Colours

The clouds worked into the lacquer of a 13th-century
Chinese box represent the care and protection
intended for the treasures contained within the box,
whose eight sides are an omen and symbol of good
luck.

The cock, symbol of St Peter’s denial of Christ, but
also of his vigilance as first Pope, decorates an early
Christian sarcophagus.



Colours

of day. Buddhist: The darkness of bondage.
Chinese: The North; yin:; Winter; water: the
Tortoise among the Four Spiritually Endowed
Animals. Christian: The Prince of Darkness:
Hell: death: sorrow: mourning; humiliation;
spiritual darkness; despair: corruption; evil
arts. Itis the colour used for masses for the dead
and Good Friday. Egyptian: Rebirth and resur-
rection. Hebrew ( Qabalism) : Understanding; the
Kingdom. Heraldic: Prudence; wisdom. Hindu:
The tamas: sensual and downward movement:
Time, the dark aspect of Kali and Durga.
Mﬂaﬂ Death of an enemy.

BLUE Truth; the Intellect; revelation:
wisdom ; loyalty; fidelity; constancy; chastity;
chaste afﬁ:ctions: spotless reputation; magna-
nimity; prudence; piety: peace; contem-
plation; coolness. Blue is the colour of the great
deep, the feminine principle of the waters; as
sky-blue it is the colour of the Great Mother,
Queen of Heaven and of all sky gods or sky
powers, such as the Azure Dragon. Itis also the
Void: primordial simplicity and infinite space
which, being empty, can contain everything, It
is also a lunar colour. Amerindian: The sky;
peace. Buddhist: The coolness of the heavens
above and the waters below; the wisdom of the
Dharma-Dhatu. Celtic and Druidic: A bard or
poet. Chinese: The heavens; clouds; the Azure
Dragon of the East; Spring: wood. Christian:
Heaven; heavenly truth; eternity; faith;
fidelity; the colour of the Virgin Mary as Quccn
of Heaven. Gnostic: Baptism by water. Graeco-
Roman: Attribute of Zeus/Jupiter and Hera/
Juno as sky deities, also the colour of Venus.
Hebrew ( Qabalism): Mercy. Hindu: The blue
rain-cloak of Indra. Mayan: Defeat of an enemy.

BROWN The earth. Chinese: The colour of
the Sung dynasty. Christian: Spiritual death;
déath to the world (as worn by religious
communities) ; renunciation; penitence; deg-
radation. Hindu: The Northern region.

GOLD The sun; divine power: the splendour
of enlightenment; immortality: God as un-
created light; the highest value; the stufT of life;;
fire: radiance; glory; endurance: the masculine
principle. The gold of the sun symbolizes all sun
gods, the corn goddesses and gods and the
ripeness of the harvest. The golden cord of Zeus
draws all things to him; for Homer it is the link
between heaven and earth; for Plato, the sun
and reason. Gold and silver, sun and moon. are
the two aspects of the same cosmic reality.
Alchemic: The “essence’ of the sun; the earthly
sun; congealed light; durability; the equilib-
rium of all metallic properties. Turning base
metal into gold is the transmutation of the soul:
regaining the primordial purity of human
nature. Amerindian: The West. Celtic: Fire.
Egyptian: The sun god Ra: the golden corn.
Hindu: Life, light: truth; immortality ; the seed;
the fire of Agni.

GREEN Ambivalent as both life and death in
the vernal green of life and the livid green of
death: also as youth, hope and gladness but
equally change, transitoriness and jealousy.
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Compounded of blue and yellow, heaven and
earth combined, green forms the mystic colour:
it also combines the cold blue light of the
intellect with the emotional warmth of the
yellow sun to produce the wisdom of equality,
hope, renewal of life and resurrection. As the
colour of Venus and Mercury, the pair of lovers,
green is Spring: reproduction; gladness:
confidence; Nature; Paradise; abundance;
prosperity; peace. As unripeness it is symbolic of
inexperience, hence folly, and naivety. It is
associated with the number 5 and is the fairy
colour. Green changing to gold is the young
corn god, the green lion, or the green man,
before turning into the gold of the ripe corn.
The Green Knight denotes death as impar-
tiality and represents treason as slaying youth
and beauty. A green flag signifies a wreck at sea.
Alchemic: The Green Lion or Green Dragon is
the beginning of the Great Work: the voung
corn god ; growth; hope. Buddhist: Vernal green
is life; pale green depicts the kingdom of death,
a corpse and everything pertaining to the realm
of the dead. Celtic: Tir-nan-og; the Green Isle:
the colour of Bridgit. the earth goddess. Chinese:
Green takes the same symbolism as blue, with
which it is interchangeable in the Blue or Green
Dragon, Spring, the East, wood and also water.
Green is the colour of the Ming dynasty.
Christian: Vernal green is immortality; hope:
the growth of the Holy Spirit in man: life;
triumph over death and Spring over Winter. It
is also initiation ; good works, and in medieval
times it became the colour of the Trinity,
Epiphany and St John the Evangelist. Pale
green is equated with Satan, evil and death.
Egyptian: Osiris symbolizes the unripe green
corn which turns into the gold of the sun god
Ra. Hebrew (Qabalism): Victory. Hindu: As
Buddhism. fslamic: Green is the sacred colour.
GREY The neutral; mourning; depression;
ashes; humility; penitence. Christian: Death of
the body and immortality of the soul; hence the
colour worn by religious communities. Hebrew
( Qabalism) : Wisdom. Heraldic: Tribulation.
ORANGE Flame; fire; luxury. Chinese and
Japanese: Love; happiness; symbolized by the
“fingered citron’. Hebrew ( Qabalism) : Splendour.
PURPLE Royalty: imperial and sacerdotal
power; pomp; pride; truth; justice; temper-
ance: the colour for ritual scr\-‘ict’.‘s of under-
world divinities. Tyrian purple, ‘the highest
glory” (Pliny) was the colour of congealed
blood, also the ‘blood of purple hue’ (Homer)
Aztec and Inca: Majesty; sovereignty. Christian:
Royal and sacerdotal power; God the Father;
truth; humility ; penitence. The colour for Lent
and Advent. Roman: The colour of Jupiter.
RED The zenith of colour; represents the sun
and all war gods. It is the masculine, active
principle; fire; the sun; royalty; love; joy;
festivity; passion; ardour; energy; ferocity;
sexual excitement: the bridal torch or fire;
health; strength; also blood ; blood-lust ; blood-
guiltiness; anger; vengeance; martyrdom;
tortitude: faith; magnanimity. It can also be the
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colour of the desert and calamity. Staining or
painting red depicts renewal of life. Red with
white is death: red with white and black
represent the three stages of initiation. Gods are
often painted red to denote supernatural power,
sacredness, or solar power. Alchemic: Man, the
masculine principle, the Red Lion or Red
Dragon: the sun; sulphur; gold: the zenith
point of colour; the third stage of the Great
Work, the servus rubens. Amerindian: Jov;
fertlity; the red of the day as opposed to the
black of night. Aztee: Fertility, as blood colour;
but also the desert; evil; calamity. Buddhist:
Activity; creativity; life. Celtic: Death, the red
horseman: disaster. Chinese: The sun: the
phoenix; fire; Summer; the South; joy;
happiness; the luckiest of all colours. Christian:
Christ’s passion; the blood shed on Calvary: the
fire of Pentecost; zeal in faith; love; power;
dignity: priestly power: intrepidity: the colour
of cardinals’ robes as soldiers of the Pope. Red is
also the colour of martyrdom and cruelty,
Saints’ days are written in red, hence ‘red letter
days’. It is the colour of Whitsuntide and the
feasts of martyrs. Red with white denotes the
Devil;: Purgatory: death. Greek: The active
masculine principle as opposed to the purple,

royal and passive principle. It is the colour of

Phoebus as solar and Ares as war, also of Priapus

known as the Red God. Hebrew (Qabalism):

Severity. Hindu: Activity; creativity; energy of

life: the rajas as expansion in manifestation; the
South. Maya: Victory; success. Oceanic:
Divinity and nobility. Roman: Divinity. Gods’

faces were often painted red. The colour of

Apollo as solar and Mars as war. Semitic: The
sun god Baal/Bel.
SILVER The moon: the feminine principle;

virginity. Gold and silver are the two aspects of

the same cosmic reality. Alchemic: Luna, ‘the
affections purified’,

VIOLET Intelligence; knowledge; religious
devotion; sanctity; sobriety; humility; penit-
ence; sorrow: temperance: nostalgia; grief;
mourning; old age. Christian: Sacerdotal rule
and authority; truth; fasting; sadness; ob-
scurity; penitence. The colour of St Mary
Magdalene. Hebrew (Qabalism): Foundation,
Roman: The colour of Jupiter.

WHITE The undifferentiated ; transcendent
perfection; simplicity; light; sun; air; illumi-
nation; purity; innocence; chastity; holiness;
sacredness: redemption: spiritual authority. A
white robe indicates purity, chastity or the
triumph of the spirit over the flesh; it is worn in
mourning in the Orient and was used as such in
ancient Greece and Rome. White is associated
with both life and love, death and burial. In
marriage it symbolizes death to the old life and
birth into the new, while in death it represents
birth into the new life beyvond. A woman robed
in white also carries the love-life-death

connotations, as with the Delphic Aphrodite of

the Tombs, the Scandinavian Freyja or Frigg
and the Teutonic Hel/Freva, ‘the Beloved’,
goddess of death. White with black and red

Black is the colour associated with mourning and
death in the Christian world. This funeral scene is
from the Grimani Breviary, 1480-1520.

In other times and other cultures, white symbolizes
sorrow. This vase painting by the Kleophrades
painter, about 480 Bc, shows a dead youth lying in
state, attended by white-clad mourners.

Colours



Comb — Corn

depicts the three stages of initiation. White with
red is death. The white flag denotes surrender,
truce, friendship, goodwill. Alchemic: The femina
alba, the White Lily, is woman, the feminine
principle, the moon, silver, quicksilver, the
purity of undivided light and the second stage of
the Great Work. Amerindian: Sacredness; the
East. Aztec: The dying sun; night. Buddhist:
Self-mastery; redemption; the White Tara, the
highest spiritual transformation through wom-
anhood, ‘she who leads out beyond the darkness
of bondage’, the Mother of all Buddhas. Celtic:
The terrestrial goddess. Chinese: The White
Tiger; the West; Autumn; metal; mourning.
Christian: The purified soul; joy; purity;
virginity; innocence; the holy life; light;
integrity. White is worn at all sacraments:
baptism, confirmation, first communion, mar-
riage, death. It is the colour of saints not
suffering martyrdom and of virgin saints and of
Easter, Christmas, Epiphany and Ascension.
White with red is the Devil, Purgatory, death.
Druidic: Worn by priests and at baptism.
Egyptian: White with green depicts joy. Greek:
Mourning, love, life and death. Hebraw: Joy
(Eccl. g,8); Cleansing (Isa. 1, 18). Qabalism:
the Crown. Hindu: Pure consciousness; seli-
illumination; light; satfva — upward movement;
manifestation; the East. Maori: Truce: sur-
render. Mayan: Peace; health. Roman: Worn
on propitious occasions but also for mourning.

YELLOW Ambivalent, light or golden
yellow is solar; the light of the sun; intellect;
intuition; faith and goodness. Dark yellow
denotes treachery; treason ; jealousy; ambition;
avarice; secrecy; betrayal; faithlessness. A flag
of yellow or vyellow and black signifies
quarantine. A yellow cross denoted the plague.
Amerindian: The setting sun; the West. Buddhist:
Saffron, the robe of the monk, symbolizes
renunciation, desirelessness; humility. Chinese:
The Earth; the Centre; metal; the lunar hare;
the Ch’ing Dynasty. Christian: As golden,
sacredness; divinity; revealed truth; ‘the Robe
of Glory’; used for feasts of Confessors. As dull
vellow, treachery; deceit; the Jews; heretics;
Judas Iscariot. Hebrew (Qabalism): Beauty.
Hindu: Golden vyellow; light: life: truth;
immortality ; the West.

Comb Fertility; rain; the rays of the sun;
entanglement; music. Auribute of Venus,
mermaids and sirens.

Comet The coming of calamity, war, fire or
pestilence; or can be a messenger of the sun
gods.

Compasses Unerring and impartial justice;
the perfect figure of the circle with the central
point, the source of life. With the square, the
compasses define the limits and the bounds of
rectitude. In sacred architecture the compasses
represent transcendent knowledge; the arche-
type controlling all works: the nagivator.
Chinese: Right conduct. An attribute of Fo-hi,
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whose sister, Niu-kua, holds the square;
together they are the male and female
principles, the yin-yang harmony. Greek: With
the globe, an attribute of Urania.

Conch Its convolutions are variously suggested
as the rising and setting sun, the lunar spiral, or
the waters. It also shares the symbolism of the
SHELL (q.v.). Buddhisi: The voice of Buddha
preaching the Law; oratory; learning: sound;
victory over samsara; one of the Eight Symbols of
Good Augury. The white conch depicts
temporal power. Chinese: Royalty; a prosperous
voyage. Graeco-Roman: The emblem of
Poseidon/Neptune and Triton; tritons blow
conch shells while drawing the chariot of
Poseidon. Hindu: Sacred to Vishnu as lord of the
waters. From the conch issued the primordial
creative word OM, which is the Word made
manifest. fslamic: The ear which hears the
divine Word. Mayan: The conch appears
frequently in Maya symbolism associated with
the waters.

Cone (Pine.) Phallic; fecundity; good fortune.
An attribute of Dionysos and called ‘the heartof
Bacchus’; also an emblem of Sabazios, Serapis,
Cybele, Astarte at Byblus and Artemis in
Pamphylia. The white cone is an emblem of
Aphrodite. The conical head-dress was worn by
Sumerian and Egyptian kings and priests.
Bastius says that the pine cone and spinning top
have the same symbolism of a vortex or spiral
whorl, that is to say the great generative and
creative force.

Convolvulus Clinging; humility ; uncertainty;
insinuation. Chinese: Love and marriage;
dependence:; dawn; transitoriness,

Coral The sea-tree of the Mother Goddess; the
moon, giver of life; the fertility of the waters. It
is apotropaic. Chinese: Longevity; promotion.
Greek: The growth [rom the blood of Medusa.

Cord The life of the individual, broken at
death. Thesilver cord holds the soul to the body
during incarnation. The Golden Cord of Zeus is
that on which the universe hangs, it is the ‘rope
of heaven’ on which all things ‘depend’ or are
threaded. Plato speaks of ‘the sacred cord of
reason’. The cord is ambivalent as being both
the agent of binding and limitation and also the
possibility of infinite extension and freedom; it
can lead man onwards or tie him to his destiny,
The Iranian sacred cord is passed three times
round the waist, symbolizing good thought,
good word, good action. The knotted cord on a
Hindu devotee or saint depicts the many acts of
devotion performed. The cord round the waist
of a Christian monk binds him to his vocation
and symbolizes his commitment to celibacy. See
also kxoTs.

Corn Ears or sheaves of corn or wheat are
attributes of all corn deities, especially in the
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Greek Mysteries, and symbolize the fertility of
the earth, awakening life, life springing from
death: germination and growth through solar
power; abundance. The golden ears of corn are
the offspring of the marriage of the luminous
sun with the virgin earth. The corn goddess is
identified with the constellation Virgo. Corn
and wine together, like bread and wine,
represent the balanced product of man’s
agricultural labours and provision for life. Corn
measures depict fruitfulness, abundance. As
funerary, corn signifies abundance in the next
world. Forced growths of corn, wheat, or barley
were used in many funeral cults and mourning
rites, notably Egyptian (see BARLEY),
Mediterranean, Persian and Chinese rites and
in Eastern Christian Holy Week ceremonies.
The growing grain denoted both the revived
hero’s resurrection and the spring crops.
Amerindian: the ear of corn (maize) with all its
seeds represents the people and all things in the
universe. Christian: Ears of wheat are the bread
of the Eucharist, the body of Christ ; bounty; the
righteous; the godly. Corn and the vine together
also represent the Eucharist. Egyptian: The ear
of corn is an attribute of Isis and a corn measure
is an emblem of Serapis. Graeco-Roman:
Fertility: abundance: life springing from death;
creation; emblem of Demeter/Ceres, Gaia and
Virgo. Corn was offered to Artemis. The ear of
corn was the central symbol of the Eleusinian
Mysteries: “There was exhibited as the great,
the admirable, the most perfect object of mystic
contemplation, an ear of corn that had been
reaped in silence’ (Plilosophoumena). In the cult
of Cybele, Attis is ‘the reaped yellow ear of
corn’. The Roman planting of corn on graves
secured the power of the dead for the living.
Mexican: The maize plant with a humming-bird
indicates the Sun Hero; awakening vegetation.
Sumero-Semitic: Corn was sacred to Cybele and
bread was caten sacramentally at her feast: it
was also an attribute of Tammuz/Dumuzi.
Dagon, the pre-eminent deity of Philistia, was a
corn and earth god at Ascalon and Gaza.

Cornelian See [EWELS.

Cornucopia The Horn of Plenty. Abundance;
endless bounty; ferulity; fruitfulness: the
gathered fruits of the earth; the Horn of
Amaltheia, ‘giver of wealth’. As a horn it is
phallic: as hollow and receptive it is feminine,
The cornucopia is an attribute of deities of
vegetation, vintage and fate and of the Mother
Goddesses such as Demeter/Ceres, Tyche,
Fortuna and Althea;itis also carried by Priapus
as fecundity.

Cow The Great Mother; all moon goddesses in
their nourishing aspect: the productive power of
the earth: plenty; procreation; the maternal
instinct. The horns are the crescent moon and,
as representing both the moon and earth
goddesses, the cow is celestial and chthonic.
Celtic: The chthonic cow is depicted as red with

Cornelian — Cow

Eleusis, the site and sanctuary of the Great Mysteries,
abounds in symbols of fertility and generation, like
this bas relief of corn. the Mysteries’ supreme and
principal symbal.

This late 26th-dynasty statue of the Pharach
Psammetichus I depicts him under the protection of
Hathor, the Great Mother of the Egyptians,
symbolized as a cow, with the sun disk of royal
divinity between her horns.



Cowrte — Cromlech

white ears. Chinese: The vin, earth principle,
with the horse as the yang and the heavens.
Egyptian: Pre-eminently Hathor, the Great
Mother of Egypt. The double-headed cow
represents Upper and Lower Egypt. The legs of
the Celestial Cow, Nut, Lady of Heaven, are the
four quarters of the earth and she has the stars of
the firmament on her underbody. Hathor, Isis
and Nut can all be depicted as cows, or with
horns. Greek: A form of Hera and lo. Hindu: The
sacred animal. Fertility; plenty: the earth:
Nandini, the wish-fulfilling cow, gives milk and
an elixir; Aditi the all-embracing; the cow
Prithivi. As the earth the cow appears with the
bull of heaven. The four legs of the Sacred Cow
are the four castes. A barren black cow is sacred
to Nirriti, goddess of ill-luck and disease.
Seandinavian: The primordial cow, the
Nourisher, sprang [rom the ice; she licked the
ice to produce the first man.

Cowrie Fertility; giver of life; the Great
Mother and the feminine principle; childbirth ;
the feminine power ol the waters; the vulva.
The ‘cowrie pattern’ in art is a funerary and
death pattern. depicting both life and death.
The cowrie protects against the evil eye.

Coyote Amerindian: A transformer; hero-
saviour, a demiurge; leads out of danger; it is
also lunar and a flood-bringer; the spirit of
night: the TRICKSTER (q.v.) of the Indians of the
western  mountains,  Azlee: A form  of
Quetzalcoatl, the double coyote is his chthonic
aspect.

Crab As Cancer it is the oblique, retrograde
movement of the sun after the summer solstice.
The oblique movement also symbolizes dis-
honest people: unreliability; crookedness;
money-changers. Buddhist: The sleep of death;
the period between incarnations; regeneration
between successive births. fnca: The terrible
aspect of the Great Mother; the waning moon:
the devourer of the temporal world. Sumerian:

‘rabs, lobsters and scorpions are associated
with Nina, the Lady of the Waters.

Cradle The cosmic barque; the ship of life
rocking on the primordial ocean; new life; a
fresh beginning. The cradle is made of woop
(q.v.) which gives shelter at birth, in life and at
death.

Crane A messenger of the gods: communion
with the gods; the ability to enter into higher
states of consciousness. Celtic: A form of Pwyll,
king of the underworld; a herald of death or
war; parsimony; meanness; evil women.
Chinese: “The Patriarch of the Feathered Tribe’;
messenger of the gods; an intermediary between
heaven and earth; carries souls to the Western
Paradise; immortality: longevity; protective
motherhood; vigilance ;_[Prmperity + high official
position; happiness. The crane is usually
associated with the sun and the pine tree. Pure
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white cranes, sacred birds, inhabit the Isles of
the Blest. Christian: Vigilance: loyalty; good-
ness; good order in monastic lite. Graeco-Roman :
Sacred to Apollo as herald of Spring and light.
Japanese: ‘Honourable Lord Crane’ has the
same significance as in China.

Crescent The crescent moon is, par excellence,
the symbol of the Great Mother, the lunar
Queen of Heaven, and is the attribute of all
moon goddesses: it is the passive, [eminine
principle and is both the Mother and Celestial
Virgin. The changing moon depicts change in
the phenomenal world. The crescent is
represented by cows’ or bulls” horns, but it also
takes the form of the lunar barque and the
receptive cup; it is the ship navigating the night
sky, ‘the ship of light on the sea of night’.
Crescents backing each other, or placed above
and below, are the waxing and waning moon.
The solar disk with the lunar crescent, or with
the disk placed between cow’s horns, together
depict unity, the two-in-one, or joint sun and
moon deities and the sacred marriage of the
divine pairs. A crescent with rays is funerary, an
apotheosis of the dead. Celtic: The crescent
moon and two crescents back to back symbolize
immortality. Christian: The Virgin Mary,
Queen of Heaven. Egyptian: Isis, Queen of
Heaven, and Hathor as the cow with the solar
disk between her horns. Hindu: The crescent
moon the newborn; quick and eager growth:
the cup of the elixir of immortality. In Siva’s
hair it represents the bull Nandi. Islamic: The
crescent with the star depicts divinity:
sovereignty. Maori: Light out of darkness.
Sumerian: Attribute of the moon god Sin, The
emblem of Byzantium, Islam and the Turks.

Cricket In the West a symbol of the domestic
hearth. In China it denotes Summer; courage.

Crocodile The devourer; the necessity of
passing through death to life. With open mouth
it depicts going against the current, hence
liberation from the limitations of the world. The
crocodile is sometimes a guardian of the door.
As living on land and in water it denotes the
dual nature of man. Pliny says that the crocodile
and lizard typify silence: both were thought 1o
be tongueless. The crocodile is also equated
with the fertility of the waters, Being swallowed
by a crocodile is the descent into hell. It is an
emblem of Set in his typhonic aspect as brutality
and evil. Sebek is crocodile-headed and
symbolizes vicious passions; deceit; treachery:
dissimulation and hypocrisy : having swallowed
the moon he weeps, hence ‘crocodile tears'.
Sacred to Apep, Serapis, Sebek. and portrayed
at the feet of Ptah.

Cromlech Sacred to the Great Mother with
the menhir as the complementary phallic
principle; takes on the circular symbolism of the
sacred CENTRE (q.v.): also shares the solar
symbolism of the circle and cyclic time.
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Crook/Crozier The shepherd’s crook denotes
authority; guidance; jurisdiction; mercy; faith
and is an attribute of all Good Shepherds.
Christian: Christ as the Good Shepherd ; the staff
of the Apostles; an atwibute of a bishop as
shepherd of his flock: emblem of S5 Gregory,
Sylvester, Zeno. Egyptian: Attribute of Osiris as
judge of the dead and often represented with the
flail as supreme power. Egyptian kings were
shepherds of their people and carried a crook as
sceptre. Greek: Autribute of Proteus, shepherd of
the ocean flocks, of Orpheus as Good Shepherd,
also of Apollo, Thalia, Pan, Argus and
Polyphemus. Sumero-Semitic: One of the royal
insignia of Assyria and Babylon.

Crooked Linme In Chinese symbolism the
crooked line is used to signify the insincere;
artificial standards; showy and flashy elegance
as opposed to the straight line of rectitude of the
perfect man.

Cross A universal symbol from the most remote
times: it is the cosmic symbol par excellence. It
is a world centre and therefore a point of
communication between heaven and earth and
a cosmic axis, thus sharing the symbolism of the
cosmic tree, mountain, pillar, ladder, etc. The
cross represents the Tree of Life and the Tree of
Nourishment; it is also a symbol of universal,
archetypal man, capable of infinite and
harmonious expansion on both the horizontal
and vertical planes; the vertical line is the
celestial, spiritual and intellectual, positive,
active and male, while the horizontal is the
carthly, rational, passive, and negative and
female, the whole cross forming the primordial
androgyne. It is dualism in narure and the
union of opposites and represents spiritual
union and the integration of man’s soul in the
horizontal-vertical aspects necessary to full life;
itis the Supreme Identity. The cross is the figure
of man at full stretch; also the descent of spirit
into matter. As capable of infinite expansion in
every direction it denotes eternal life. It is also
formed by the four rivers of Paradise flowing
from the root of the Tree of Life. It comprises
the cardinal axes; the quaternary under its
dynamic aspects; the quincunx, the four
elements of the world united at the fifth point,
the Centre. Cosmologically the upwards and
downwards are the Zenith and Nadir, the
North-South axis is the solstitial axis and the
East—West is the equinoctial axis.

Crux ansata: the Egyptian "ankh’; combining
the male and female symbols, is the union of the
sexes; the union of heaven and earth; life;
immortality; eternal life; ‘life to come’ and
‘time that is to come’; hidden wisdom; the key
to the mysteries of life and knowledge. It is
suggested also as a Tree of Life ; or the oval may
have been eternity and the cross extension in
length and breadth, that is from infinity to
space. It might also have represented the sun
nsing over the horizon. Cross in circle: Solar
mobility; the wheel of change; the wheel of

Crook|Crozier

L%

oIS

5y

=

N

-,

The white cranes on this 16th-century Chinese blue
porcelain vase symbolize, like all of their race,
longevity and prosperous happiness; their whiteness
here makes them, besides, sacred birds, dwellers in
the Isles of the Blest.

In this Theban painting from the tomb of
Sennedjem, Osiris as judge of the dead holds the
crook of guidance and control; his flail symbolizes his
supreme power to judge the souls of men, separating
their good deeds from their bad.

Cross



Crossroads

fortune. The Christian Church frequently forms
a cross inside the circle of the churchyard. See
also cmrcre. Cross in square: The Chinese
symbol of the earth; stability. Cross with wheel at
centre: The Hindu chakra; power ; majesty ; solar.
Cross patiée: The open wings of a bird ; emblem of
Knights Hospitaller. Cross saltire: Perfection;
the number 10; St Andrew’s cross. Maltese cross:
The four great gods of Assyria: Ra, Anu, Belus,
Hea. Emblem of the Knights of Malta. Rose
cross: Harmony; the heart; the centre. Tau cross:
The Tree of Life; regeneration: hidden
wisdom ; divine power and rule; life to come. It
is also the hammer of thunder gods, ‘the
Avenger’, ‘the Grinder’, the battle axe of Thor.
Double cross: Solar symbol of Zeus as sky god;
also appears on Buddhist stupas and accom-
panies Chaldean sky gods and Aryan divinities.
Cross with hand: An ancient talisman against the
evil eve. Cross with crescent: The crescent is the
lunar barque, the feminine receptive element,
the cross is the axis of the mast and a phallic
symbol, together the two depict the union of
male and female, heaven and earth. Sacra-
mental bread is usually marked with a cross.
African: (Bushmen and Hottentot) The div-
inity; protection in childbirth. Alchemic: The
natural order of the elements; the central point
of the gquinta essentia. Amerindian: The human
form; rain; stars; wood-fire; maidenhood; the
four cardinal directions and the four winds. The
north arm of the cross is the north wind, the
most powerful, cold, the all-conquering giant,
the head and intelligence; the cast is the cast
wind, the heart, the source of life and love; the
west the gentle wind from the spirit land, the last
breath and going out into the unknown; the
south wind is the seat of fire and passion, melting
and burning. The centre of the cross is earth and
man, moved by conflicting forces of gods and
winds. The lodge cross, inscribed in the circle, is
sacred space, a cosmic Centre. The four
dimensions of space in the celestial circle
symbolize the totality comprising the Great
Spirit; the cross also represents the Cosmic
Tree, extending horizontally over the earth and
touching heaven through the vertical central
axis. Buddhist: The axis of the Wheel of the Law
and of the Round of Existence. Celtic: Phallic;
life; fecundity. Chinese: The cross in the square is
the earth symbol with the circle as the heavens.
Christian: Salvation through Christ's sacrifice;
redemption; atonement ; suffering; faith. The Y
cross on the chasuble depicts Christ’s arms
extended on the cross and the ‘lifting up of
hands’ (Ps. 141,2). The cross also signifies
acceptance of death or suffering and sacrifice. St
Andrew’s cross depicts martyrdom, suffering
and humiliation. Ecclesiastical crosses with two
crossbars denote archbishops and patriarchs
and with three crossbars the Pope. The pectoral
cross is jurisdiction. In mediaeval symbolism the
cross of Christ was said to have been made from
the wood of the Tree of Knowledge, the cause of
the Fall, which thus became the instrument of
redemption. The tree is represented as bearing
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good and bad fruit (also symbolized by the good
and bad thieves) on opposite sides, with Christ,
as the trunk of the umfying Tree of Life. as the
central cross of the three on Calvary. The two
arms of the cross also represent mercy and
judgment and, in Christian art, often have the
sun and moon on either side to portray these two
qualities as well as the two natures of Christ
which are also symbolized by the vertical and
heavenly and horizontal and earthly axes of the
cross. The floriated cross, or “cross botoné’ has
been suggested as both the budding of Aaron’s
rod and the resurrection of Christ as life
resurgent. Egyptian: The crux ansata, or ANKH
(q.v.), is life; union; immortality; health, It is
held by Maat, goddess of truth; it also
represents the union of Isis and Osiris. The tau
cross is the hammer, the Avenger, the Grinder.
Gnostic: The balance of perfection. Greek:
Depicted on the brow of the Ephesian Artemis.
Hebrew ( Qabalism) : The six-rayed cross signifies
the six days of creation and the six phases of time
and world duration. Hindu: The rajas, the
expansion of being, the vertical represents the
sattvas or higher, celestial states of being, while
the horizontal is the tamas or lower earthly
states. The cross is also associated with the
sacred Ganges and with the crossed fire sticks of
Agni. Islamic: Perfect communion of all states of
being, both in ‘amplitude’ and ‘exaltation’;
horizontal and vertical expansion: the Supreme
Identity. Manichean: The Cross of Light
symbolizes the Suffering Jesus, the light that
penetrates all nature. Maori: The moon
goddess: the common good. Maya: The tau
cross is the Tree of Life and Tree of
Nourishment. Mexican: The Tree of Life. God is
sometimes represented on the cross and his
sacred victims as crucified. The cross also
depicts the four winds, hence fertility. It is a
symbol of Tlaloc and Quetzalcoatl. Platonic:
The Creator, ‘splitting the whole world along its
entire length into two parts and joining them
together across one another’. Roman: Doom for
the malefactor, Scandinavian and Teutonic: The
tau cross is Thor’'s hammer and represents
thunder, lightning, storm, rain and fertility;
also the power of the storm gods. Sumero-Semitic:
In Babvlon the cross with the crescent appears
in connection with moon deities; in Assyria the
cross represents the four directions in which the
sun shines, and the sun-cross was worn as a
pendant by the aristocracy. In Phoenicia the
cross denotes life and health, In Chaldea the six-
rayed cross depicts the six days of creation and
the six phases of time and of world duration.

Crossroads Choice, but also the union of
opposites; the meeting place of time and space;
a magic but also dangerous place where witches
and demons meet. Burials of suicides, vampires
and felons at crossroads ensured their confusion
of ways and prevented their return to haunt the
living. Sacred to Hecate, dogs were sacrificed to
her at crossroads. Associated with Ganesha and
Janus.
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Crow Alchemic: The nigredo, the first stage of
matter in the Great Work. Amerindian: In some
tribes the crow takes on the functions of a
demiurge. Chinese: When black it is evil ; malice;
bad luck and business: if portrayed as red or gold
it is the sun, also filial piety. There is, however,
some question whether it should not be the cock,
rather than the crow, which is connected with
the sun since stylized creatures can be confused.
The three-legged crow, or cock, lives in the sun.
The black crow paired with the white heron
symbolizes the yin-yang. Christian: Solitude. As
plucking out eyes it is the Devil blinding sinners.
Egyptian: A pair of crows denote conjugal
telicity. Greek: Sacred to Apollo and Athene.
Hebrew: Carrion: a corpse. Hindu: An attribute
of Varuna. Fapanese: 1ll-omen; misfortune, but
also, in Shintoism, holy crows, as messengers of
deities, are associated with temples. The crow is
sometimes depicted in front of the sun.

Crown Sovereignty; victory; honour; dignity;
reward; the highest attainment; dedication;
completeness; the circle of time, of continuity
and endless duration. The radiate crown
represents the energy and power contained in
the head, which was regarded as the seat of the
life-soul; it is variously an attribute of sun gods
and depicts their sun disk; of supernatural
people; saints, etc.: the points of the crown
symbolize the rays of the sun. A crown of
evergreen indicates life : immortality: victory. A
crown at the feet denotes renunciation of
royalty. The turreted crown signifies the
turreted walls of the holy place of the deity and
is often worn by Great Mothers. Buddhist: The
crown of Buddha symbolizes his realization of
the five gyanas. The five-leaved chodpan depicts
the five celestial Buddhas. Chinese: Imperial
power; supremacy. If the crown covers the ears
itsignifies “hear noslander’, or covering the eyes
with a short screen of threaded jewels hanging
from the crown is ‘see nothing unworthy’.
Christian: The righteous; blessing and favour;
victory over death; attainment; the reward of
martyrs. The golden crown depicts victory over
vice. The crown, often of stars, is worn by the
Virgin Mary as Queen of Heaven; the triple
crown, representing the Trinity, is worn by the
Pope as triple royalty on non-liturgical
important functions: if is also an emblem of St
Elizabeth of Hungary. The crown of thorns
placed on Christ’s head, as a parody of the
Roman Emperor’s crown of roses, portrays the
passion and martyrdom and is also an attribute
of S8 Catherine of Siena, Louis of France, Mary
Magdalene, Veronica. The crown of roses is an
emblem of 8§ Casimir, Cecilia, Flavia. Three
crowns are an emblem of St Charlemagne and,
with the cross, of St Helena. Egyptian: The
Pharoah was crowned with the double crown of
the white crown of the South and the red crown
of the North, symbolizing the higher world and
the higher mind and the lower world and the
lower mind. Greek: The laurel crown, sacred to
Apollo, was awarded to the victor at the

Crow — Crown

A 7th-century cross from
the Rhineland depicts a
crucifixion scene above a
cross saltire, or St Andrew’s
cross, representing suffering
and martyrdom.

A Tsimshian shaman’s crown, of mountain goat
horns, symbolizes the wearer’s power to move surely
and safely among the high places of the gods.

Surely the most ornate crown in history, the
imperial crown of the Holy Roman Empire was
probably made for the coronation of Otto I in g61.
The cross and ArcH, the JEWELS and PEARLS are a
unique collection of symbols of sacred and secular

power.



Crozier— Cypress

Pythian games; the parsley crown, sacred to
Zeus, at the Nemean games; the pine crown,
sacred to Poseidon. at the Isthmian games: the
crown of wild olives, sacred to Zeus, at the
Olympian games (see also wreaTn). Tyche
wears the turreted crown, Flora a crown of
Howers and Ceres of ears of corn. Hindu: The
crown at the top of the central pillar of a temple
represents divine glory, also indicates the
passage to heaven; it is the architectural symbol
of the celestial world and forms the point of exit
from this world and entry into the divine.
Roman: Victory. The radiate crown denotes a
sun god or divinity. The Emperor wore a crown
of roses. Fortuna has a turreted crown. Sumero-
Semitic: The crown of feathers depicts authority,
power, celestial power; it is an attribute of
Marduk and Shamash. The turreted crown is
worn by all Mother Goddesses of the Middle
East.

Crozier Sce CROOK.

Crucible Alchemic: Woman; the matrix; the
feminine receptive principle, used in con-
junction with the fire-active-male forge. Itis the
melting pot, used in the ‘dry’” method in which
the materia is exposed to direct fire, It is the
womb to which all must return to die before
regeneration and rebirth; the place of severe
testing, suffering and initiatory trials before
rebirth into a higher state. The oven or athanor;
in it the materia is dissolved, purified and
transformed. The vessel contains the primordial
forces of sulphur and quicksilver (combined
with the salt of new birth), the male and female,
volatile and solid, joined in marriage in the solve
et coagula, the dissolution and final union.

Crutch Support, but also, by implication,
lameness, hence moral shortcoming. Old age; a
beggar. Christian: Emblem ol S8 Anthony the
Hermit and Romauld. Graeco-Roman: At-
tribute of Hephaestos/Vulcan and Saturn as
the lame smith. Islamic: Forms the letters of the
name of Nasiree, thg Preserver, the Powerful.

Crystal Purity: spiritual perfection and
knowledge; the self-luminous. Crystal or glass
boats, towers, slippers, etc. signify a transler
from one plane to another or change of state or
to the inner plane. The crystal has magic powers
and is an aboriginal symbol of the Great Spirit.
It is also the passive aspect of the will, with the
sword as the active aspect. Buddhist: The state of
transparency; the sphere of spiritual knowl-
edge: the pure mind; perfect insight. It reflects
the five colours symbolizing the five aggregates
of body and mind. Christian: A glass or crystal
ball denotes the world of the light of God.
Graeco-Roman: Sacred to Selene as moon god-
dess. Shamanism: Celestial power and light.

Cube With the sphere as the primordial state, a
cyclic beginning and movement, the cube
represents the final state of a cycle in

48

immobility; symbolically it is squaring the
circle. The cube is also Truth as being always
the same however viewed; it is perfection:
completion: stability; static perfection; im-
maculate law. It is also the folded cross. In
traditional architecture the cube, as stability, is
used as the foundation stone, the lower part of
the building, with the circle of the dome as the
higher. Alchemic: The cube represents salt, the
product of the crystallization of sulphur and
quicksilver. Chinese: The earth deity, with the
sphere as the heavenly. Hebrew: The Holy of
Holies. Islamic: The Ka'aba is a cube; stability;
static perfection. Maya: The earth; the Tree of
Life grows from the centre of a cube.

Cuckoo Symbolizes Spring in southern Europe
and Summer in northern regions. Greek:
Wedlock; one of the transformations of Zeus to
win Hera. Japanese: Unrequited love.
Phoenician: The kingly bird, mounted on royal
scepires,

Cup The open, receptive, passive, feminine
form. The draught of life; immortality; plenty.
The Sacred Cup symbolism appears in many
initiatory traditions. An overturned cup depicts
emptiness, hence vanity. See also GRAIL.
Buddhist: See BowL. Celtic: The heart; life; with
the mallet the cup is an attribute of Sucellus,
Christian: Christ’s agony in Gethsemane. A cu
with a serpent issuing from it is an emblem of St
John; a broken cup is an emblem of S8 Benedict
and Donato. Graeco-Roman: An attribute of
Heracles/Hercules. Hindu: The four sacrificial
cups of the Vedas represent the four rivers ol
Paradise forming the cross of the terrestrial
world: the four elements, phases of cyclic
development, ages, seasons, castes, etc. A cup
placed on top of a support symbolizes the being
who offers himsell up to heaven and who
receives from heaven its grace and abundance.
Islamic: The cup of Jamshi, into which the Sufis
look, denotes a mirror of the world.

Cupola The dome of the sky; the celestial
vault; the celestial world. On the top of a Hindu
or Buddhist stupa, chirten or temple it is the
‘little place’ and takes the place of the crown
(g.v.) or the umbrella of spiritual protection or
of royalty.

Cyclamen Christian: An attribute of the Virgin
Mary; its red spot is the bleeding of Mary’s
heart; it is also the *bleeding nun’.

Cymbals The two hemispheres of the earth;
the motion of the elements. Used in orgies with
the drum and tambourine in ecstatic dancing,
especially in the rites of Dionysos/Bacchus and
the cult of Cybele and Attis; in the latter the
initiate ate from the tambourine and drank
from the cymbal. Attribute of Cybele.

Cypress Phallic; also largely a death and
mortuary emblem. It was supposed to have the
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power of preserving the body from corruption,
hence its use in cemeteries. Surmounted by
cither the sun or the moon it represents the
androgyne. Chinese: Grace; happiness, but also
death. Christian: Endurance, hence the
Christian ; perseverance in virtue ; the just man;
also mourning and death. Graeco-Roman: As an
emblem of Zeus, Apollo, Venus and Hermes the
cypress denotes life; as an attribute of gods of the
underworld and of fate it is funereal and signifies
death and is sacred 1o Hades/Pluto. Phoenician:
Sacred to Astarte'and Melcarth; it is the Tree of

Life.
€«

Dagger Masculine, phallic, like the sworb,
SPEAR (qq.v.), etc. Attribute of Mars, Mithra
and Melpomene, also of S§ Thomas and Lucia.

Daisy In the West it represents innocence and
purity; emblem of the nymph Belides. Solar, as
the ‘day’s eye’.

Dalmatic Christian: Ministerial office, the
deacon’s vestment; salvation; justice; worn on
festal occasions, Shaped like a cross, it represents
Christ’s passion and is also an emblem of S8
Lawrence, Stephen. Vincent and Leonard. Itis
the sakkos of the Eastern Church and is also used
by the British sovereign at coronation.

Dance/Dancing Cosmic creative energy; the
transformation of space into time; the rhythm of
the universe: imitation of the divine ‘play’ of
creation; the reinforcement of strength, em-
otion and activity. Round dances follow the
sun’s course in the heavens and can also enclose
a sacred space. Sword dances and morris dances
are sympathetic magic to help the sun on its
rounds, specially in Spring. Dancing round an
object encloses it in a magic circle, both
protecting and strengthening the object. Chain
dances symbolize the linking of male and
fermale, heaven and earth. Troy, or labyrinth,
dances were probably apotropaic as well as
giving strength to the object at the centre, or,
when there was a maiden at the centre as was
often the case, the attainment of the object and
the centre both represented a goal, either of
initiation or regaining Paradise. Thread or rope
dances depict the thread of Ariadne, or secret
knowledge giving the way both in and out of the
maze ; the rope or thread is also suggested as the
umbilical cord. In Hinduism the Dance of Siva
is the eternal movement ol the universe, the
rhythm of the universe, the ‘play’ of creation
with Siva as Creator, Preserver and Destroyer of
the world. He dances on the vanquished demon
of chaos and martter and on ignorance
overcome; the dance symbolizes release
following the destruction of illusion; but when
dancing on the figure of a reclining child Siva’s
dance is so light that he does not hurt the child
beneath his feet, and when he dances with a
woman the dance is gentle, graceful and

Dagger — Dance| Dancing

A 1gth-century American Plains Indian bison hide
commemorates the Sun Dance, recreating and
confirming the course of the sun through the heavens
and giving the dancers a participating share in that
course.

&

For the Dervishes, the dance is the customary means
of achieving union with God, whose presence and
grace come down to the dancer through his uplifted
arm, pass through his body and spirit, and are united
with the Earth after leaving through his downward-
held arm.



Darkness — Dew

natural, like the true play of the sexes; but when
he dances alone it takes on the symbolism of the
solitary, unnatural ascetic and becomes violent
and destructive. Although the dance is closely
connected with Siva, Lord of the Dance, many
other Hindu deities are associated with dance
and music. Vishnu dances and Krishna dances
on the head of the serpent Kaliya. In post-Vedic
texts dancing is associated with ageing and
death. Deathis a dance in the Upanishads, for the
dance is destroyed in the moment of its crea-
tion, but, like death, it is also liberative. In
Dionysian/Bacchic [renzy dancing is symbolic
of emotional chaos. In the monotheistic
religions the round or ring dance imitates the
dance of angels round the throne of God. In
Christianity the Apocryphal Acts of St John has
a round dance in which the 12 Apostles circle
round Jesus as the centre, who ‘would have it
called a mystery’. In Islam the dervishes portray
the whirling of a planet on its own axis and
around the sun; also the cycles of existence and
their circling by the Spirit.

Darkness Primordial chaos; the powers of
chaos; the source of existential dualism; the
foetal state of the world. Darkness is not
essentially evil since it is the ground of the light
which emerges from it, and in this sense it is
unmanifest light: the pre-cosmogonic, pre-natal
darkness precedes both birth and initiation and
darkness is associated with states of transition
as in death and initiation; germination and
creation take place in darkness and everything
returns to darkness in death and dissolution.
Darkness and light are the dual aspect of the
Great Mother as creator and destroyer; birth,
life and love, also death and disintegration. This
is also symbolized by the Black Virgins, by the
yin and yang, the shakta and shaku. Chinese:
The yin, feminine, passive principle. Christian:
The Devil, the Prince of Darkness; spiritual
darkness; captivity, Hindu: The dark aspect of
Kali as Time the destroyer; the malefic
character of Durga. lranian: The power of
Angra Mainyu, or Ahriman, Lord of Lies and

darkness. fslamic: Indiscretion.

Date Fertility: fecundity. In Mandaean
symbolism the date is masculine fertility with
the grape as feminine.

Dawn Illumination; hope. In Buddhism it is
also the clear light of the Void; in Christianity it
is the resurrection and advent of Christ bringing

light to the world.

Days Frequently used in the Orient and with
Semitic peoples to symbolize long periods of
time, e.g. the days and nights of Brahma and the
Sumerian and Hebrew days of the creation.
Day and night are also brought about by the
opening and closing of the eyes of Siva.

Death The unseen aspect of life; omniscience,
since the dead are all-seeing. Death 1o the
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earthly life precedes spiritual rebirth; in
initiation the darkness of death is experienced
before the birth of the new man, resurrection
and reintegration. Death is also the change from
one mode of being to another, the reunion of the
body with the earth and the soul with the spirit.
The King of Death is often depicted as a
skeleton, with sword, scythe, sickle and hour-
glass; other death symbols are the veil, serpent,
lion, scorpion, ashes, the drummer. Death is
symbolized as a dancer, sometimes a beautiful
girl, in Hinduism. Siva is a God of Dance and
Death.

Deer Frequently depicted with the Tree of Life.
Amerindian: Swiftness; fleetness of foot, Buddhist:
Deer on either side of the circle of the Wheel of
the Law represent Buddha's preaching in the
deer park at Sarnath which set the wheel in
motion; the deer depicts meditation, meekness
and gentleness, but it is also one of the ‘three
senseless creatures’ of Chinese Buddhism as
signifving love-sickness, with the tiger as anger
and the monkey as greed. Celtic: Deer are the
supernatural animals of the [airy world and are
fairy cattle and divine messengers. Deer skin
and antlers are ritual vestments. Flidass,
Goddess of Venery, has a chariot drawn by
deer. Chinese: Longevity: high rank: official
success: wealth (deer being a homophone of (u,
emolument). Egyptian: Sacred to Isis at Phocis.
Greek: Sacred to Artemis, Athene, Aphrodite
and Diana as moon goddesses, and to Apollo at
Delphi. Japanese: An atribute of gods of
longevity, but it is also solitariness and
melancholy when associated with the maple.
See also sTAG.

Delta The feminine generative power; the door
of life.

Deluge See FLOOD.

Descent Going down into the underworld, or
searching for underground treasure, is equated
with the quest for mystic wisdom, rebirth and
immortality. Itis also the understanding of, and
redeeming of, the dark side of man’s own nature
and overcoming death; the regressus ad uterum;
descent into the primordial darkness before
rebirth and regeneration; descent into Hell
before resurrection and ascent into Heaven ; it is
the journey taken in all initiatory rites and by all

dying gods.

Desert Desolation; abandonment; but also a
place of contemplation, quiet and divine
revelation.

Dew The light of dawn; spiritual refreshment;
benediction; blessing. Sweet dew is peace and
prosperity. Dew can also represent change,
illusion and evanescence. Related also to the
moon, nightfall and sleep. Celtic: The most
sacred form of water among the Druids. Chinese:
Immortality. The Tree of Sweet Dew grows on
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the sacred mountain Kwan-lung, the axis mundi,
and takes on the symbolism of the Tree of Life.
Hebrew: In Qabalism it is resurrection. The Dew
of Light emanates from the Tree of Life by
which the dead are revived. Mexican: The dew
of the peyotl, the sacred cactus, found at the
intersection of the two perpendicular diameters
traced in a circle, is the dew of immortality. Neo-
Platonic: Dew is the natural envelope of souls;
generation. Roman: The seminal fluid of Jupiter.

Diadem Royal power; sovereignty; the circle
of continuity; endless duration.

Diamond See JEWELS.

Diamond Mace, Throne, Seat On the
Footprint of Buddha the diamond mace is
thunder striking at the passions of mankind in
the world: it is also resolution. See vajra. The
Diamond Throne or Seat is the place of
enlightenment.

Dice/Die Throwing dice is Fate, the irrevoc-
able, fickleness. Breaking dice in two is a
contract or renewal of friendship. In Hinduism
the die takes on the symbolism of the cuBke (q.v.)
and is the four-square of the sacred four, the
cycles of the yugas, etc. In Christianity it is a
svmbol of Christ’s passion.

Directions of Space See NORTH, SOUTH, EAST
and wesT. Chinese and Toltec astronomy both
divide the world into five directions, with the
Centre as the fifth. The cardinal points play an
important part in burial ceremonies and
customs. There are four Sumero-Semitic gods
identified with the four cardinal points.

Disk The sun; renewal of life; perfection:
divinity: power. The winged disk is variously
suggested as power from heaven; the solar god ;
fire from heaven; a combination of the solar disk
and the wings of the solar hawk or eagle; the
movement of the heavenly sphere round the
pole: divinity; transfiguration: immortality;
the brooding and generative power of nature;
the dual powers of the life-giving and protective
and death-dealing aspects of nature ; or that it is
apotropaic. The disk with a hole in the centre
denotes the circle of the cosmos with the centre
as the Void, the transcendent and unique
Essence. Twirling the disk is the revolution of
the universe on its axis. The sun disk with the
crescent moon, or with horns, symbolizes unity ;
the two-in-one; the sacred marriage of the
divine pair; joint solar and lunar deities.
Buddhist : The circle is the round of creation, the
centre the Void: it is an attribute of Vairocana.
Chinese: The sun is the ‘sacred disk’; heaven:
divinity ; spiritual and celestial perfection. Disks
with the encircling, contending dragons depict
the Void. Egyptian: The sun god Ra; power:
renown. The disk of the rising sun is renewal of
life; life after death; resurrection. The winged

Diadem — Disk

This deer mask. 2gcm high, carved from a single
block of cedar and inlaid with shell, was probably
worn by a shaman in a ritual dance to promote good
hunting.
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This page of a 16th-century fortune-telling book
indicates how, with three dice, an individual’s fate
and future can be discovered ; the configurations of
the spots are interpreted with reference to
numerology, astrology and alchemy.



Dismemberment — Dog

disk is the ‘Great God, Lord of the Upper
Regions’. Hebrew: “The Sun of Righteousness
with healing on its wings’ (Mal. 4,2). Hindu:
The flaming disk is an attribute of Krishna; the
disk of Brahma. The twirling, rayed disk is the
weapon of Vishnu and the revolving of the
universe on its axis, also the revolution of the
chakras. franian: The winged disk as light and
the power of light is a symbol of Ahura Mazda
or Ormuzd. Sumero-Semitic: The winged disk is
the empyrean, symbol, or direct representation,
of the sun gods, the Assyrian Asshur and the
Babylonian Shamash. Jodiacal: The disk on the
horns of the ram is Aries.

Dismemberment The death and rebirth
symbolism of initiation; the necessity of the
death of the self before reintegration and
rebirth; the two complementary phases of
disintegration and reintegration. It also
represents unity giving way to fragmentation,
multiplicity and disintegration in creation, the
many arising out of the One. Dismemberment is
closely connected with sacrifice. Gods, such as
Osiris, Zagreus, Dionysos, dismembered and
scattered and reintegrated, represent the
multiplicity of the manilest world in creation
and the final restoration of primordial unity.
Mystic dismemberment can be a feature of the
initiation of a Shaman. Dismemberment also
occurs in the Yoruba breaking in pieces and
reintegration of Orisha,

Distaff Time; creation; the attribute of all
goddesses of spinning, weaving and fate. Athene
is patroness of spinning and weaving; Clotho is
the Spinner. A symbol of the work of women.
See also sPIDER and WEAVING.

Dog Fidelity; watchfulness; nobility (dogs and
falcons being emblems of the nobility) ; Plutarch
says that dogs symbolize ‘the conservative,
watchful, philosophical principle of life’. “The
dog, raising his rough neck, his face alternately
black and golden, denoted the messenger going
hence and thence between the Higher and
Infernal powers’ (Apuleius). A keeper of
boundaries between this world and the next;
guardian of the passage: guardian of the
underworld; attendants on the dead: a
psychopomp. When a lunar animal, with the
hare and lhizard, the dog is an intermediary
between moon deities; also solar in the Far East
as a yang animal in the daytime, but yin at
night. In Egypt and Sumeria it is solar. It is
associated with all messenger gods and gods of
destruction and is an attribute of Anubis and
Hermes/Mercury. The dog and otter are special
among the ‘clean’ animals of Zoroastrianism; to
kill them is a sin. Hecate has her dogs of war; the
northern Garmr, ‘the devourer’, is often
depicted as a dog and Brimo, as destroyer, is
accompanied by a dog. The dog sometimes
accompanies the Good Shepherd and usually is
the companion of healers, such as Aesculapius,
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and of all huntresses and Mother Goddesses, the
Mother Goddess often being called ‘the Bitch’
and portrayed as a whelping bitch. A black dog
is sorcery, diabolical powers, the damned,
death. Cats and dogs, as witches’ familiars, can
represent witches as rain-makers, hence ‘raining
cats and dogs’.

Dogs as winds can chase away the boar of
Winter or drought. The cynocephalus destroys
or imprisons the enemies of light. The dog is
often a culture hero or mythical ancestor. Also,
having been a companion in life it continues as
such after death and intercedes and interprets
between the dead and the gods of the
underworld. It has also the qualities of a fire-
bringer and master of fire, having either
invented fire by friction or, in some cultures,
watched the masculine secret of fire-making
and then reported it to the women. When
associated with fire it takes on a sexual
symbolism, fire and sexual power being related.
African: It is often a culture hero and inventor
and bringer of fire. Alchemic: The dog, with the
woll, is the dual nature of Mercurius, the
philosophical mercury, the nous. Amerindian:
Interchangeable with the coyote; a thunder
animal, a rain-bringer, also a fire-inventor and,
as the coyote, a culture hero and mythical
ancestor; an intercessor and messenger. A white
dog was sacrificed at the New Year, by the
Iroquois, to take prayers to the next world.
Aztee: Xoltl, God of Death and the Setting
Sun, has a dog’s head and was patron of dogs.
The dog was a psychopomp and was often
sacrificed at the tomb to accompany the dead
on the journey to the next world. The last sign of
the Mexican Zodiac, representing the period of
no-time or chaos, was the dog as the end of the
year and death, but also resurrection and
rebirth. Buddhist: The Lion Dog, a guardian, isa
defender of the Law; motionless obedience and
the subjection of the passions through the Law.
Itis also an attribute of Yama, God of the Dead.
Celtic: Associated with the healing waters and
accompanies hunter gods, war gods and heroes,
and the god of healing, Nodens. Sucellos is also
accompanied by a dog. Chinese: Fidelity:
unswerving devotion. The coming of a dog
signifies future prosperity. The red Celestial
Dog, T’ien Kou, is yang and helps Erh-lang
drive off evil spirits; but as a guardian of the
night hours the dog becomes yin and symbolizes
destruction, catastrophe, and is connected with
meteors and eclipses when the dog goes mad
and bites the sun or moon. The Lion Dog of
Buddha is frequently depicted in Chinese art.
Christian:  Fidelity; watchfulness; conjugal
fidelity. As a guardian of the flock the dog
represents the Good Shepherd, a bishop or a
priest. Black and white dogs denote the order of
the Dominicans. The dog is an emblem of 58
Bernard, Roch (who was fed by his dog), Sira,
Tobias, Wendelin. Egyptian: A guide to the
hawk-headed solar god to keep the sun on its
right path. Sacred to Anubis, the dog or jackal-
headed god, and to Hermes as messenger god ;
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attribute of the Great Mother, Amenti. Graeco-
Roman: In Greek, the pejorative term ‘cynic’,
‘dog-like’, implies impudence, flattery.
According to Homer the dog is shameless, but it
is also a psychopomp and an attribute of
Hermes/Mercury as both a messenger and
presiding mind and who, as a good shepherd, is
accompanied by his dog Sirius, the ‘all-seeing
vigilance’, who also accompanies the hunter
Orion. Associated with Aesculapius, the dog
heals by rebirth into a new life; its fidelity
survives death. The dogs of Hades represent the
gloom of dawn and dusk which contain hostile

owers and are dangerous and demonic times.
Prh(' monster dog Cerberus guards the entrance
to the underworld. Hecate has the dogs of war
and dogs were sacrificed to her at crossroads;
they were also sacrificed 1o Eileithyia. Sacred to
Heracles/Hercules and Diana/Artemis. Hebrew:
Impurity. See also Semitic below. Hindu: The
hunting dog is an attribute or companion of
Indra; a dog with four eyes depicts Yama, God
of the Dead, and has the same symbolism as
Hades, see Greek above. Islamic: Impurity;
permissible only as a guard-dog. japanese:
Protection; a guardian. Mayan: A dog carrying
a torch represents lightning. Mithraic: As a
psychopomp the dog is associated with the
bull sacrifice and is then depicted with the snake
and scorpion. Oceanic: An inventor and bringer
of fire. Parsee: The sag-dig, a white dog with
yellow eyes, or white with four eyes, is
unexplained: it is possibly a psychopomp since a
dog is introduced to a death-bed and
accompanies a [uneral procession. The death of
a woman in childbirth requires two dogs for the
two souls. Scandinavian: Odin/Woden has two
dogs as well as two ravens as counsellors. The
monster dog Garmr guards the underworld.
Shamanistic: The messenger of the forest spirits.
Sumero-Semitic: In Semitic symbolism the dog is
associated with the scorpion and serpent and all
reptiles as baleful, evil and demonic, but in
Phoenician iconography the dog accompanies
the sun and is an emblem of Gala, the Great
Physician, as an aspect of the Mother Goddess
and the Accadian Belit-ili whose throne is
supported by dogs, or a dog sits by it. An
attribute of Astarte.

Doll/Dolly The doll is often an image of the
soul of some particular person who can, through
the doll, be harmed by sympathetic magic or
witcheraft. The Corn Dolly or Maidenrepresents
the seed, the child of the future growth and
harvests and is also an image of the Corn
Goddess, Mother or Maiden. See corn. It is
made from the last sheaf at harvest-time and is
carried ceremoniously back to the farm. The
dolly was often lowered to the ground with
wailing, then raised high with shouts of joy, to
signify the death and rebirth of the corn deity.
Rice dollies are made in the Far East and
decorate wayside shrines. A dolly hung up in the
farm keeps away witches, fairies and evil
influences until the next harvest.

Doll| Dolly

On this basalt bas-relief from gth-century 8¢
Nimrud, a scene of homage and reverence takes
place under the protection of the sun-disk, here
winged, and its consort the moon, a conjunction of
pure light and its dark reflection.

The corn dolly, made from the last blades of the
harvest and dressed as an image of the Great Mother,
was kept until the next harvest and then destroyed, a
symbol of the birth, growth, death and rebirth of the
corn deity.



Dolmen — Dove

Dolmen The feminine gate-womb entrance to
the underworld, associated with the MENHIR as
the phallic pillar, symbolizing the beyond and
rebirth.

Dolphin A saviour and psychopomp; a guide
to souls in the underworld; saver of the ship-
wrecked; the King of Fishes; sea-power;
safety ; swiltness. Twodolphinsfacinginopposite
directions are the duality of nature. The dolphin
with an anchor signifies speed and slowness, the
two together representing the medium between
extremes and ‘hasten slowly’. Celtic: Associated
with well-worship and the power of the waters.
Christian: Christ as saviour of souls and as bearer
of souls over the waters of death. A dolphin with
a ship or anchor depicts the Church guided by
Christ; in Christian art this sometimes replaces
the ship or ark of salvation and rebirth. A
dolphin pierced by a trident, or on an anchor, is
Christ on the cross. As taking the place of the
whale, the dolphin denotes resurrection. See
also FisH. Egyptian: An attribute of Isis. Greek: A
psychopomp guiding souls to the Isles of the
Blessed ; it has both solar and lunar associations:
as connected with Apollo Delphinos it is light
and the sun, but it is also the feminine principle
and the womb on account of the assonance
between delphis (dolphin) and delphys (womb).
It has an amatory symbolism when associated
with Aphrodite, ‘the woman of thesea’, and with
Eros; it is also an attribute of Poseidon as sea
power, and of Dionysos. Thetis rides naked on a
dolphin. Minoan: Sea power. Also associated
with Apollo Delphinos. Mithraic: Associated
with Mithras as light. Roman: The soul’s journey
across the sea of death to the Blessed Isles.
Sumero-Semitic: Used as an alternative to the fish
in representations of Ea-Oannes; an attribute of
Ishtar and sacred to Atargatis as connected with
water.

Donkey Patience; stupidity; obstinacy.
Chinese: Stupidity. ‘“The year of the donkey and
the month of the horse’ is Never. See also ass.

Door Hope: opportunity; opening; passage
from one state or world to another; entrance to
new life: initiation; the sheltering aspect of
the Great Mother. The open door is both
opportunity and liberation. Christian: Christ —°1
am the door.” The three doors of a cathedral or
church signify faith, hope and charity. Hindu:
Divinities are carved on door jambs, indicating
the deity through which man enters the
Supreme Presence. Mithraic: The entrance to
the seven zones of Paradise or the cave of
initiation. Roman: Janus is the god of the
doorway and holds the keys of the power of
opening and closing. Jodiacal: The summer
solstice, in Cancer, is the ‘door of men’ and
symbolizes the dying power and descent of the
sun, the janua inferm. The winter solstice, in
Capricorn, the ‘door of the gods’, is the ascent
and rising power of the sun, the Janua coeli.
These doors are also associated with the
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entrances and exits of initiation caves and with
souls entering and leaving the world. In
Hinduism they are the deva-yana (Janua coeli)
and the pitri-yana ( Janua inferni).

Dorje The Tibetan Buddhist rod orsceptre, the
‘noble stone’, of the highest power, justice and
authority; the active, masculine, virile power
associated with the bell as the feminine, passive
power; together they are Method and Wisdom ;
compassionate action; supreme bliss, also the
seven positive and permanent virtues. The
diamond sceptre, the ‘adamantine’, the thun-
derbolt, is the divine force of the doctrine,
transcendental truth and enlightenment; it is
the subduer of evil passions and desires. It is
the indestructible, but can also destroy the
seemingly indestructible. Of the Dhyani
Buddhas, Amoghasiddhi carries the double
thunderbolt and Akshobhya a single thunder-
bolt, symbolizing mastery over life and
dominion over phenomenal existence. The
crossed dorjes signify equilibrium, harmony and
power. See also VAJRA.

Dove The life spirit; the soul; the passing from
one state or world to another; the spirit of light;
chastity (but in some traditions lasciviousness) ;
innocence; gentleness; peace. Doves are sacred
to all Great Mothers and Queens of Heaven and
depict femininity and maternity; often two
dovesaccompanythe Mother Goddess. Thedove
with an olive branch is a symbol of peace, also of
renewal of life; it is an emblem of Athene. Doves
drinking from a bowl depict the Spirit drinking
the waters of life. Sacred doves are associated
with funerary cults. Chinese: Longevity ; faithful-
ness; orderliness; filial piety; Spring; lascivious-
ness; also associated with the Earth Mother.
Christian: The Holy Spirit; purity; inspired
thought; peace; baptism; the Annunciation;
the waters of creation. Seven doves denote the
seven gifts of the spirit; a flock of doves is the
faithful; a dove with an olive branch is peace,
forgiveness and deliverance; as the dove of
Noah's Ark brought back the olive branch of
peace between God and man, and as it found no
resting place outside the Ark, so the Christian
finds no safety outside the Church. The dove
with the palm branch is victory over death. A
white dove is the saved soul, the purified soul as
opposed to the black raven of sin. Doves in a
vine are the faithful seeking refuge in Christ.
Two doves together are conjugal affection and
love. A dove on Joseph's staff depicts the
husband of a pure virgin. The dove is the
emblem of the Knights of the Grail and of S§
Benedict, Gregory, Scolastica. Egyptian:
Innocence. The dove sits in the branches of the
Tree of Life and appears with the fruit of the
tree and vases of the waters of life. Graeco-Roman:
Love; renewal of life; an attribute of Zeus who
was fed by doves. The dove with an olive branch
is an emblem of Athene as renewal of life. The
dove is sacred to Adonis and to Bacchus as the
First Begotten of Love also to Venus as
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voluptuousness. A dove with a star is an emblem
of Venus Mylitta. Hebrew: White doves, as
purity, were offerings at the Temple for
purification. A symbol of Israel. In the Old
Testament the dove represents simplicity;
harmlessness: innocence; meekness; guileless-
ness; incubation. Embodies the soul of the dead.
Hindu: Yama, god of the dead, has owls and
doves or pigeons as messengers. [slamic: The
three Holy Virgins are represented by stones,
or pillars, surmounted by doves. JFapanese:
Longevity; deference; sacred to Hachiman, god
of war, but a dove, bearing a sword, announces
the end of a war. Manichean: In Christian
Manichean iconography the third person of the
Trinity is sometimes depicted as a white dove.
Minoan: Associated in Minoan art with the
Great Mother: doves and snakes, symbolizing
the air and earth, were her attributes. Parsee:
The Supreme Being. Sumero-Semitic: Divine
power; sacred to Astarte and an attribute of
Ishtar as the Great Mother. A dove was sent
forth from the Babylonian Ark on the seventh
day of the deluge.

Dragon A complex and universal symbol. The
dragon, the ‘winged serpent’, combines the
serpent and bird as matter and spirit. Originally
it was wholly beneficent as the manifestation of
the life-giving waters (the serpent) and the
breath of life (the bird), and was identified with
sky gods and their earthly delegates: emperors
and kings. Later it became ambivalent as both
the fertilizing rains, following thunder, and the
destructive forces of lightning and flood.
Generally the dragon, in the Orient, is a
beneficent, celestial power while, in the
Occident. it becomes chthonic, destructive and
evil. It can be solar or lunar, male or female,
good or evil. In the Far East it symbolizes
supernatural power; wisdom; strength; hidden
knowledge; the power of the life-giving waters;
it is the emblem of the Emperor as Son of
Heaven and. following him, the wise and noble
man. The monotheistic religions depiet the
dragon as evil, except in isolated instances,
when it can be the Logos, the vivifying spirit, or
omnipotent divinity, the Pleroma. The pracox
and SERPENT (q.v.) are usually interchangeable
in symbolism as representing the unmanifest;
the undifferentiated; chaos; the latent; un-

tamed nature; also the life-giving element of

water. Its hurling of the thunderbolt or striking
by lightning, is the change from the unmanifest
to the manifest — creation, form, matter. Here
also the dragon can be two-sided, either as a
rain god or an enemy of the rain god, preventing
rain from falling. It is associated with the sea,
the great deeps, also with mountain tops and
clouds and with the solar eastern regions.
Dragons, as monsters, are autochthonous
‘masters of the ground’, against which heroes,
conquerors and creators must fight for mastery
or occupation of the land: they are also

guardians of treasures and of the portals of

esoteric knowledge. The struggle with the

Dragon

To the Greeks, the dolphin was a psychopomp,
guiding souls to the Islands of the Blest.

In Poussin’s Annunciation, the dove hovering over the
Virgin's head simultaneously symbolizes the
fecundating Spirit, the bird sacred to the Great
Mother and Queen of Heaven, and Mary’s
submissive innocence.

The dragon casting up Jason at the feet of Athena.
Here, as so often, the dragon is the guardian of
treasure, and against it the hero must contend.



Dragonfly — Drum

dragon symbolizes the difficulties 1o be
overcome in gaining the treasures of inner
knowledge. Killing the dragon is the conflict
between light and darkness, the slaying of the
destructive forces of evil, or man overcoming his
own dark nature and attaining self-mastery.
Rescuing the maiden from the dragon is the
releasing of pure forces after killing evil powers.
The dragon is often the opponent of the dying
god. Alchemic: The winged dragon depicts the
‘volatile’; without wings it is the ‘fixed’. In
Chinese alchemy the dragon is mercury, the
blood and the semen. Celtic: Sovereignty; a
chief. The Red Dragon is the emblem of Wales.
Chinese ( Taoist, Buddhist): The dragon and
serpent are not separated in Chinese symbolism.
The dragon represents the highest spiritual
power; the supernatural; infinity; the spirit of
change; the divine power of change and
transformation ; the rhythms of Nature; the law
of becoming; supernatural wisdom ; strength. It
is ‘the Celestial Stag’; the sun; light and life; the
Heavens; sovereignty; the masculine vang
power. The dragon of the clouds is also thunder
and the fertilizing rain, the waters of the deep
and Spring. The Azure Dragon, lung, the
highest, lives in the sky and is the vital spirit;
celestial power; infinite supernatural power
and, on earth, the delegated imperial power,
the Emperor. The lung, or Imperial Dragon, has
five claws and its head is to the South and its tail
to the North. It also represents the East and
fertilizing rain. The common dragon, mang, has
four claws and is temporal power. The three-
clawed dragon was an early Chinese form, later
to become the Japanese dragon. Li, the hornless
dragon, lives in the sea and controls the deeps:
he also symbolizes the scholar. Chiao lives in the
mountains or on land and represents the
statesman. The ‘nine resemblances’ of the
dragon are, according to Wang Fu: ‘His horns
resemble those of a stag, his head that of a
camel, his eyes those of a demon, his neck that of
a snake, his belly that of a clam, his scales those
of a carp, his claws those of an eagle, his soles
those of a tiger, his ears those of a cow.” The two
‘contending dragons’, facing each other, are the
vin-yang forces of dualism, all opposites and
complements, celestial and terrestrial powers;
they usually have either the sun or the ‘night-
shining pearl’, the moon, between them;
backing each other they symbolize the yin-yang
and eternity; chasing each other’s tails they
depict the two-way creative action of the yin-
yang powers. The dragon is often portrayed
with the ‘dragon ball’ or *flaming pearl’ and this
has been variously suggested as rolling thunder
or the moon as rain-bringer with the dragon
swallowing the pearl as the wane of the moon
and belching it forth as the waxing moon, but in
Taoism and Buddhism it is the ‘pearl which
grants all desires’, the pearl of perfection, that is
to say, wisdom, enlightenment and the spiritual
essence of the universe. It can also represent the
Bodhisattva of instantaneous enlightenment.
The dragon with the phoenix is the union of
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Heaven and Earth, Emperor and Empress, the
divine potentiality containing all opposites, also
the interaction of the macrocosm and micro-
cosm, the two aspects of the androgyne, the
rhythms of involution and evolution, birth and
death. These are also symbolized by the double
spiral. The dragon can depict lustfulness if
portraved with the tiger as anger and hostility.
Christian: The dragon is equated with the
serpent, ‘that old serpent’, the power of evil, the
Devil, the Tempter, the enemy of God; it also
represents death and darkness, paganism and
heresy, In the Old Testament the ‘place of
dragons’ was associated with the ‘shadow of
death’ (Ps. 44, 19) and the waters of the deep, a
‘habitation of dragons’, was a place of
desolation and destruction. Subduers of dragons
represent victory over the powers of evil and
heresy. A dragon with a knotted tail depicts evil
defeated since it was thought that, like the
scorpion, its power was in the tail. The
Archangel Michael defeating the dragon is the
victory of the sun god over darkness, adapted to
Christianity as the defeat of Satan. Dragons are
attributes of SS Cado, Clement of Meiz,
George, Keyne, Margaret, Martha, Samson,
Sylvester and the Apostle Philip. Egyptian: An
emblem of Osiris as god of the dead. Apophis,
dragon of darkness and chaos, is overcome each
morning by the Sun-god Ra. Graeco-Roman: An
attribute of Heracles/Hercules as a slayer of
monsters. Dragons sometimes draw the chariot
of Ceres. Hebrew: Desolation; a dweller in the
wilderness. Hindu: Manifest power; the uttered
word. Attribute of Soma and Varuna. Indra
was a slayer of the dragon. franian: An attribute
of Haoma. Japanese: The three-clawed dragon
represents the Mikado, Imperial and spiritual
power. Sumero-Semitic: “The Adversary’, the
power of evil.

Dragonfly Can share BurTERFLY symbolism as
immortality and regeneration. Amerindian: The
whirlwind; swiftness; activity.  Chinese:
Summer; instability; weakness. Japanese: A
national emblem of “The Dragonfly Island’, but
also irresponsibility ; unreliability.

Drinking Drinking a divine fluid such as wine,
soma, nectar, water, milk, etc. is symbolic of
absorbing divine life and power. Drinking from
the same cup is, ritually, union, marriage and
the end of single life.

Drowning Can symbolize the loss of the self or

ego in the ocean of non-differentiated unity.

Drum Sound: the primordial sound; speech;
divine truth; revelation; tradition; the rhythm
of the universe. Auribute of all thunder gods.
The drum, cymbals and tambourine were all
used in ecstatic dancing. African: The heart;
magic power. Buddhist: The voice of the Law;
joyous tidings; ‘the drum of the immortal in the
darkness of the world’. The b-ating of the drum
of the Dharma wakens the ignorant and
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slothful. Chinese: The voice of heaven. An
emblem of the Taoist genii, or immortal, Chang
Kuo-lao. Greek: Sexual orgy; used in ecstatic
dancing. Hindu: Attribute of Siva and Kali as
destroyers; also of Durga. Sarasvati, goddess of
music and arts, has the drum as an emblem.
Siva’s drum gives the primordial sound of
creation. japanese: The drum calls to prayer: it
is associated with the cock. Phrygian: An
attribute of the Magna Mater indistinguishable
from Cybele and her counterparts. Drum,
cymbals and tambourine were used in ecstatic
dances in her rites. Shamamistic: Magic power
summoning spirits; the drum is symbolically
made from the Cosmic Tree.

Dryness The solar, fire, positive. masculine
principle.

Duck As floating on the surface it is
superficiality; it is also chatter and deceit.
Amerindian: The mediator between sky and
water. Chinese and Japanese: Conjugal happiness
and fidelity; felicity; beauty. The duck and
drake together depict the union of lovers:
mutual consideration; fidelity. The duck is vin
tothe cock’s vang. Egyptian: Associated with Isis.
Hebrew : Immortality.

Dwarf The unconscious and amoral forces of
nature, such as gnomes, elves, etc. Egyptian:
Bes is depicted as a dwarl. Graeco-Roman:
Hephaestos/ Vulcan is sometimes portraved as a
dwarf. Hindu: The dwarf under the foot of Siva
is human ignorance. Vishnu sometimes assumes
the form of a dwarf. Japanese: The river god is a
malignant dwarf. Scandinavian: Four dwarlfs
stand at the corners of the earth and support the
sky.

Dying Gods In fertility religions dying gods
symbolize cyclic death and rebirth, vegetative
death and renewal, life eternally dying and
eternally reborn. Dying gods combine both the
masculine and feminine principles of the
vegetation gods and the Great Mother, whose
symbol is the Tree. They are often dismembered
and scattered as symbolic of the end of
primordial unity and the beginning of fragmen-
tation in manifestation and time and also
represent the conferring of life on the
multiplicity of creation.

Characteristics of dying-god symbolism are:
announced by a star at birth, or connected with
a light; born of a virgin in a cave; sometimes
visited by wise men; as a child the god teaches
his instructors; predicts his own death and
second coming; dies on a tree; descends into the
earth for three days (the dark of the moon) and
is resurrected. He is usually depicted as a
beautiful young man or as androgynous; he
never attains maturity: is always identified with
the Father. The shrines of dying gods are places
of ritual re-enactment of the passion and
sacrifice and of lamentation for the God, King
and Sacrifice. Proclus says that in Orphic

Dryness — Dying Gods

To this Siberian shaman, his drum, made from a
sacred tree and the skin of a consecrated animal, is
his means of translating his sacred power into rhythm
and sound which will summon his supporting spirits.

PREFTECL RS

The Egyptian dwarf god Bes, here depicted in
reinforcing duplication, is the apotropaic guardian of
roads and highways: his own ultimate unknowability
and sinister nature were invoked by travellers against
unseen and threatening dangers on a journey.



Eagle — Ear

theology he comes back to establish his
kingdom. Euripides says that he is served by
women who lament him. He patiently submits
to his fate, having incarnated to instruct and
save mankind; the divine prisoner maintains a
dignified silence before his judges who have eyes
but cannot see or know what they do. All dying-
god religions are initiatory and the candidate
for initiation must also die to the world. Dying
gods are: Osiris, Dionysos, Tammuz/Dumuzi,
Attis, the Dictean Zeus, Men, Orpheus, Mithra,
Baal, Baldur, Adonis, Woden/Odin, etc. Baldur
does not return to the earth each Spring but
awaits the end of the old order and the
beginning of the new. The Christian Jesus dies
only once and ascends to remain in heaven until
the second coming. The search for the dead god
by his sister or consort is common in Canaanite,
Mesopotamian and Egyptian rituals of
Tammuz, Marduk and Osiris. The kid can be
used as a substitute for the dying god in
Canaanite and Babylonian death and resur-
rection rites.

L2

Eagle Solar: the symbol of all sky gods; the
meridian sun; the spiritual principle ; ascension
inspiration; release from bondage; victory;
pride; contemplation; apotheosis: royalty;
authority; strength; height; the element of air.
Thought to be able to fly up to the sun and gaze
unwaveringly upon it and to identify with it, the
eagle represents the spiritual principle in man
which is able to soar heavenwards. Double-
headed eagles are attributes of twin gods and
can represent omniscience or double power.
The contest between the eagle and the bull, or
eagle and lion, in which the eagle is always
victorious, is the triumph of the spirit or intellect
over the physical.

The conflict between the eagle and serpent,
or an eagle with a snake in its talons, depicts
spiritual victory, the eagle being symbolic of the
celestial powers of good and the serpent
representing evil and chthonic powers; the
eagle is also unmanifest light with the serpent as
unmanifest darkness; together they are a
totality, cosmic unity and the union of spirit and
matter. The eagle surmounting a pillar is an
emblem of sun gods as sol invictus victorious over
darkness. Alchemic: The soaring eagle is the
liberated spiritual part of the prima materia. The
double eagle depicts the male-female mercury.
The crowned eagle and lion are wind and earth,
quicksilver and sulphur, the volatile and fixed
principles. Amerindian: The eagle-feather head-
dress represents the Thunder Bird, Universal
Spirit; the eagle is revelation and a mediator
between sky and earth; it is also the day. In
some cases the white eagle symbolizes man and
the brown eagle woman. Australian aboriginal:
The eagle or hawk is equated with the deity.
Aztec: Celestial power; the luminous sky; the
rising sun, devourer of the serpent of darkness.
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Buddhist: A vehicle of Buddha; auribute of
Amoghasiddhi. Celtic: Associated with the
healing waters. Chinese: The sun; the yang
principle; authority: warriors; courage; ten-
acity; keen vision; fearlessness. The eagle and
raven are connected with war gods. Christian:
The Spirit; ascension; aspiration; spiritual
endeavour; the Last Judgement, when it throws
the damned out of the nest; renewal of youth
(Ps. 103,5). Looking at the sun without
blinking, it is Christ gazing on the glory of God ;
carrying its young to the sun. it is Christ bearing
souls to God ; plunging to take fish out of the sea,
it is Christ rescuing souls from the sea of sin. The
eagle was thought to renew its plumage by
flying up to the sun and plunging mto the sea,
hence it symbolized resurrection and the new
life in baptism; the soul renewed by grace. It
also represented the inspiration of the Gospels,
hence its use as a lectern. Grasping the serpent
in its talons it is victory over sin; tearing its prey
it is the Devil. Emblem of the Apostle John and
SS Medard, Prisca, Servatius. One of the four
beasts of the Apocalypse. In the Tetramorph it
represents St John the Evangelist. Egyptian:
Solar; the sons of Horus. Greek: Solar; spiritual
power; royalty; victory and favour. An
attribute of Zeus and as his lightning-bearer
sometimes has a thunderbolt in its talons.
Originally an emblem of Pan who yielded it to
Zeus; emblem of Ganymede as f[unerary;
Ganymede depicted as watering an eagle is the
overcoming of death. An eagle with a snake in
its talons is, according to Homer, a symbol of
victory. Hebrew: Renewal; the East. Hindu: The
solar Garuda Bird on which Vishnu rides; also
an emblem of Indra. It is the Aryan stormcloud
bird. Mithraic: Both the eagle and hawk are
attributes of the solar Mithra. Roman: The
solar storm bird, lightning-bearer of Jupiter.
Represents the Emperor: dignity: victory:
favour; quickness of perception. Holds Jupiter’s
thunderbolt in its talons. The symbol and agent
of apotheosis after death. Scandinavian: Wis-
dom; appears in the boughs of the Yggdrasil as
light in conflict with the serpent of darkness,
An emblem of Odin/Woden. Sumero-Semitic: The
noontide sun; attribute of Ninurta or Ningvisu,
the beneficent sun and war god of Canaan and
Babylon; emblem of the Phrygian Sabazios and
sacred to the Assyrian Asshur as storm god,
lightning and fertility. The double-headed
eagle symbolizes Nergal, the fierce heat of the
Summer and noon sun. It is also essentially
Hittite and is solar power and omniscience: it
often holds either a lunar hare or the serpent in
its talons. Marduk is often depicted as an eagle.

Ear Associated with the spiral, the whorled
shell and the sun; this accounts for the otherwise
strange notion of birth from the ear, since the
shell 1s a birth symbol connected with the
vulva. Karma, son of the sun god Surya, was
born from his mother's ear. The shell has also
been regarded as a talisman to assist in easy
birth. The ear hears the ‘word’ of creation and
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so is associated with the breath of life. In
Egyptian symbolism the right ear receives the
‘air of life” and the left ear the ‘air of death’. In
Christian art the Holy Ghost is sometimes
represented in the form of a dove entering the
car of the Virgin Mary. Ears of gods, kings and
any rain-bearing reptiles or animals are
connected with the spiral. Elongated lobes on
Hindu, Jain, Buddhist or Chinese figures
indicate royalty or spiritual authority or
greatness; they are one of the Chinese
‘auspicious signs’. Pointed ears are associated
with Pan, satyrsand devils. Asses’ ears appear on
ajester’s cap and are an attribute of Midas: they
depict folly.

Earth The Great Mother; Mother Earth; the
universal genetrix; the Nourisher; the Nurse.
The Earth Mother is the universal archetype of
fecundity, inexhaustible creativity and susten-
ance. The Earth and Heaven are matter and
spirit. Amerindian: The Earth is the Mother; the
Earth Lodge is an omphalos, a cosmic centre.
The circular floor depicts the earth, the dome-
shaped roof the heavens and the four posts are
the stars and the four directions. Celtic: The
corruptible body, with salt as the immortal
spirit. Earth was placed on the breast of the
dead. Chinese: The feminine, yin, principle,
symbolized by the square, the colour yellow and
the tiger.

East The rising sun; dawn; Spring; hope;
childhood; dawning life; youth. It is the
direction towards which worship is oriented,
especially for all solar gods. In China it is
symbolized by the green dragon, in Egypt a
man, in Mexico a crocodile, in Tibet a man-
dragon. Ceremonies concerned with death and
resurrection stress the East as sunrise and life
and the West as sunset and death.

Easter Egg, Rabbit A pre-Christian symbol of
rebirth and renewal of life at the beginning of
the vernal equinox. A hare, or rabbit, is the
emblem of Ostara or Eastre, Teutonic goddess
of Spring and dawn and the probable origin of
the term Easter.

Eating Imparts the quality of that which is
consumed to the consumer, e.g., fish are prolific,
hence fish-eating confers fecundity ; also fish was
the food of all feasts of the Great Mother and
caten on her day, Friday. Cannibalism, in
eating the flesh of a warrior or hero, imparts
prowess and heroism. Eating the flesh of a god
imparts sanctity and spiritual power.

Echid