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A COLLECTION OF GESTURE-SIGNS OF THE NORTH AMERICAN
INDIANS.

INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,
BUREAU OF ETHNOLOGY,
Washington, D. C., July 31, 1880.

To THE COLLABORATORS WITH THE BUREAU OF ETHNOLOGY IN THE STUDY OF
SIGN LANGUAGE:

GENTLEMEN :

This paper contains the descriptions of the gesture-signs of the North American
Indians which at the above date have been obtained by this Burean. It will not be
used for publication in its present shape, and will be distributed only to those corre-
spondents who have contributed to its contents, and to others whose expected co-opera-
tion, the results of which are not yet received, is relied upon to add value to the final
work. Nodiscussionisnow introduced. The descriptions alone, in a tentative arrange-
ment, are presented for the purpose of the verification of observations, for verbal
corrections of every kind, and for the stndy of all collaborators, as well as that of the
editor, to secure accurate classification and comparison. Only such notes of resemblance
or discordance between several of the Indian signs, and between some of them and
those of deaf mutes, foreign tribes of men, and ideographic characters, are now printed
as have already been attached to the same signs in the compilation for preliminary
treatises already produced. It is convenient to retain those in the same connection.
Many others of the same kind, remaining in MS. memoranda, are omitted, because
their insertion will be more correctly made after the proper arrangement has been
accomplished. Any such, occurring to collaboraters, will, it is hoped, be suggested
by them in the margin of the present paper where they may seem to be most appro-
priate.

The primary object of this paper is that every contributor to it may be enabled
to revise his own countribution, which for the present is divided and arranged accord-
ing to a scheme of linguistic families and subordinate languages or tribes, as set forth
in the LIST OF AUTHORITIES AND COLLABORATORS, which also serves as an index to
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the VOCABULARY. It is supposed that this arrangement will prove the best to stndy
the diversities and agreements of signs. TIor that important object it is more con-
venient that the names of the tribe or tribes among which the signs described have
been observed should cateh the eye in immediate conneetion with the signs, than that
those of the observers only should follow. Some of the latter, indeed, having given
both similar and differing signs for more than one tribe, the use of the contributor’s
name alone would ereate confusion. To print in every case the name of the contributor,
and also the name of the tribe, would seriously burden the paper and be nnnecessary
to the student, the reference being readily made to each authority through the index.

No contribution has been printed which asserted that any deseribed sign is used by
‘“all Indians,” for the reason that such statement is not admissible evidence unless the
authority had persoually examined “all Indians.” If any eredible correspondent had
affirmatively stated that a eertain identical, or substantially identical, sign had been
found by him, actually used by Abenaki, Absaroka, Arikara, Assiniboins, ete., going
through the whole list of tribes, or any definite portion of that list, it would lm\'(:. been
so inserted under the several tribal heads. But the expression “all Indians,” besides
being insusceptible of methodieal classification, involves hearsay, which is not the kind
of authority desired in a serious study. Suech loose talk long delayed the recognition
of anthropology as a science. It is true that some general statements of this character
are made by some old authors now quoted, but their descriptions are reprinted, as
being all that can be used of the past, for whatever weight they may have, and they
are kept separate from the linguistie elassification.

Contributors will observe that there has been no attempt to ehange their phrase-
ology even when it seemed to be defective. Besides the ordinary errors of the press,
and those that may have crept into the copy by mistakes in reading or transcribing
the written deseriptions, some of the contributors will probably share the common
experience of surprise at the extent to which details of expression and punctuation,
when in the severe clearness of print, have altered the shade of meaning as intended
to be conveyed in their MS. The wide margins and calendered paper will readily
allow even of recomposition of sentences when desirable. For this purpose, as well as
several others, this paper will be regarded by each correspondent as simply a proof-
sheet sent directly to himself from the printer, and it will of course be understood that
a correspondent who may make any kind of correction or note upon this paper will
return it by mail (as book proof), so annotated, to the undersigned, thereby saving
correspondence and securing accuraey. It is indeed requested that all eopies shall be
returned whether annotated or not, in order to prevent a professedly imperfect edition
from falling into improper hands. It is mueh regretted that the illustrations and dia-
grammatie aids to the descriptions, furnished by most of the eontributors, cannot be
reproduced in this paper, so that their aceuracy also might be determined, but the
cost of such illustrations cannot be ineurred at this time and for this purpose. The
“Outlines for Arm Positions” and “ Types of Hand Fositions” were provided for from
the appropriation for this Burean, but its amount does not admit of sneh an under-
taking as now in question. In this connection it may be mentioned that the deserip-
tions frequently refer to illustrations furnished by the contributors or to the ¢ Out-
lines” and ¢ Types,” and these reterences are retained in print.  As all the contributors
remember their own illustrations, ete.. the references will be intelligible to themselves,
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though unfortunately not always to others who might wish to compare them with their
illustrations.

The ascertainment of the conceptions or origin of the several signs, embodying
as they do, many sociologic, mythologie, and other ethnographic ideas, is of special im-
portance. When those obtained through collaborators are printed in the VOCABULARY
before the authority, they are to be understood to have been gathered from an Indian
as being his own conception. When printed after the authority and within quotation
marks, they are in the words of the collaborator as offered by himself. When printed
after the authority and without quotation marks, they are suggested at this Bureau.
All should be equally criticised and supplemented, and any error in printing the
authority for the conceptions corrected. 1t has sometimes been impossible to decide
whether the correspondent intended to give them as his own or as from an Indian.
The importancee of an Indian’s conception is so mueh greater than any other that the
fact should be made clear. ‘

The margins will also allow of additions to all contributions, whether from inter-
vening independent research or as suggested by any part of the material collected.
This work being on the co-operative principle, it is not supposed that jealousies or
questions of precedence will arise, and each contributor will be eredited with the amount
of capital advanced for the common stock. It is highly desirable that the signs as
described by each should be compared by him with those of others, and notes of coin-
cidence or discrepancy made. Perhaps, in some instances, the signs as described by
one of the other contributors may be recognized as intended for the same sign for the
same idea or object as that of the correspondent, and the former may prove to be the
better description. The personal habitude of some individual in any tribe, and still
more frequently the nsage or ¢ fashion” of different tribes, may, by a peculiar abbre-
viation or fanciful flourish, have induced a differentiation in description with no real
distinction either in conception or essential formation. All collaborators will there-
fore be candid in admitting, should such cases oceur, that their own descriptions are
mere unessential variants from others printed, otherwise adhere to their own and
explain the true distinction. When the descriptions show substantial identity, they
will in the final publication be united, with a combined reference to all the authorities
giving them, as they are in some cases of those taken at Washington in the present
YOCABULARY. .

It will probably be also noticed that a sign described will have the same actually
substantive formation as some other in the VOCABULARY which is stated to be with a
signification so markedly distinguished as to be insusceptible of classification as a
synonym. It will then be important for each contributor of the rival signs to refresh
his memory as to accuracy of description or significanee, or both, and to announce his
decision. No error is necessarily involved. It will be very remarkable if preecisely
the same sign does not prove to be used by different persons or bodies of people with
wholly distinet significations, the graphic forms for objects and ideas being much more
likely to be coincident than sound is for similar expressions, yet in all oral languages
the same precise sound is used for utterly diverse meanings. The first conception of
many objects must be the same. It has been fonnd, indeed, that the homophony of wordg
and the homomorphy of ideographic pictures is noticeable in opposite significations,
the conceptions arising from the opposition itself. The differentiation in pertraiture or
accent is a subsequent and remedial step taken only after the confusion has been
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observed. Such confusion and contradietion would only be eliminated it the sign lan
guage were absolutely perfect as well as absolutely universal. Cast-irsm inflexibility
and adamantine endurance are certainly not found in any other mode of human untter-
ance. It will be an abnormity in the processes of nature if signs do not have their
births and deaths, their struggles for existence with survival of the fittest, as well as
words, animals, and plants. For our purpose the inquiry is not what a sign might,
could, would, or should be, or what is the best sign for a particular meaning, but what
is any sign actually used for such meaning. If any one sign is honestly invented or
adopted by any one man, whether Indian, African, Asiatie, or deaf-mute, it has its
value. Its prevalenceand special range present considerations of ditferent and greater
interest and requiring further evidence.

The editor takes occasion to deelare that—for the good reason that his real study
only now commences with the completion of the present paper which renders it practi-
cable—he does not hold with tenacity any theory whatever, and particnlarly one which
wonld deny that the Indian signs come from a common stock. On the contrary, it
would be highly interesting to ascertain that the signs of this eontinent had a generic
distinetiveness compared with those of other parts of the world. Such research would
be similar to that into the Aryan and Semitic sources to which certain modern langnages
have been traced backwards from existing varieties, and if there appear to be existing
varieties in signs their roots may still be found to be sui generis. It is, however, pos-
sible that the discrepancy between signs was formerly greater than at present. There
is some evidence that where a sign language is now found among Indian tribes it has
become more uniform than ever before, simply because many tribes have been for some-
time past forced to dwell near together at peace. The use of signs, though maintained
by lingnistic diversities, is not eoincident with any linguistic bouadartes. The tend-
ency is to their uniformity among groups of people who from any cause are brought
into contact with each other while still speaking different languages. The longer and
closer such contact, while no common tongue is adopted, the greater will be the uni-
formity of signs. A collection was obtained last spring at Washington from a united
delegation of the Kaiowa, Comanche, Apache, and Wiechita tribes, which was nearly
uniform, but the individuals who gave the signs had actually lived together at or near
Anadarko, Indian Territory, for a considerable time, and the resulting uniformity of
their signs might either be considered as a jargon or as the natural tendency to a com-
promise for mutnal anderstanding—the unifieation so often observed in oral speech,
coming under many circumstances out of former differentiation. It may be found that
other individuals of' those same tribes who have from any cause not lived in the nnion
explained may have signs for the samme ideas different from those in the collection above
mentioned ; butthis supposition should be disregarded, except to incite further inquiry,
until such inquiry should collect specific facts to support the hypothesis. The whole
of this controversy may be disposed of by insisting upon an objective instead of a sub-
jeetive observation and study. Our duty is to collect the facts as they are, and so soon
as possible, as every year will add to the confusion and difficulty. After the facts are
established the theories will take care of themselves, and their final enunciation will
be in the hands of men more competent than any of us, perhaps than any persons
now living.

A warning seems necessary since the publication of an article in the number of
“ United Service” for July, 1880, in which the author takes the ground that the descrip-
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tion of signs should be made according to a ‘“mean” or average. There can be no
philosophic consideration of signs according to a ‘“mean” of observations. The
final object is to ascertain the radical or essential part as distinet fromn any individual
flourish or mannerism on the one hand, and from a conventional or aceidental abbre-
viation on the other ; but a mere average will not accomplish this object. If the hand,
being in any position whatever, is, according to five observations, moved horizon-
tally one foot to the right, and, according to five other observations, moved one foot
horizontally to the left, the ‘“ mean” or resultant will be that it is stationary, which is
not in any way corresponding with any of the ten observations. So if six observa-
tions give it a rapid motion of one foot to the right and five a rapid motion of the
same distance to the left, the mean or resultant wonld be somewhat difficult to express,
but perhaps would be a slow movement to the right for an inch or two, having
certainly no resemblance either in essentials or accidents to any of the signs actnally
observed. In like manner the tail of the written letter ¢ y” (which, regarding its mere
formation, might be a graphic sign) may have, in the chirography of several persons,
various degrees of slant, may be a straight line or looped, and may be curved on either
side; but a “mean” taken from several manuscripts would leave the unfortunate letter
without any tail whatever, or travestied as a “«” with an amorphous flourish. A
definition of the radical form of the letter or sign by which it can be distinguished
from any other letter or sign is a very different proceeding. Therefore, it'a “mean ”
or resultant of any number of radically different signs to express the same object or
idea, observed either among several individuals of the same tribe or among different
tribes, is made to represent those signs, they are all mutilated or ignored as distinetive
signs, though the result may possibly be made intelligible in practice, according to
principles mentioned in the ¢ Introduction to the Study of Sign Langnage” of the present
writer; and still another view may be added, that because a sonnd of broken English
may be understood by an intelligent Englishman it is no proof of that sound being an
English word or a word of any language. The adoption of a ¢ mean” may be praecti-
cally usetul in the formation of a mere interpreter’s jargon, though no one can use it
but himselt or those who memorize it from him, but it elucidates no principle. It is
alsc practically convenient for any one determined to argue for the nniformity -and
universality of sign-langnage as against the variety apparent in all the realms of
nature. On the “mean” principle, he only needs to take his two-foot rnle and arith-
metical tables and make all signs his signs and his signs all signs. Of course they are
uniform, because he has made them so after the brutal example of Procrustes.

In this connection it is proper to urge another warning, that a mere sign-talker is
often a bad authority upon prineciples and theories. He may not be liable to the satir-
ical compliment of Dickens’s “ brave courier,” who ‘“‘understood all languages indiffer-
ently ill7; but many men speak some one langnage flnently, and yet are wholly unable
to explain or analyze its words and forms so as to teach any one else, or even to give
an intelligent summary or classification of their own knowledge. What such a sign-
talker has learned is by memorizing, as a child may learn English, and though both
the sign-talker and the child may be able to give some separate items useful to a phi-
lologist or foreigner, such items are spoiled when colored by the attempt of ignorance
to theorize. A German who has studied English to thorough mastery, except in the
mere facility of speech, may in a discussion npon some of its principles be contradicted
by any mere Inglish speaker, who insists upon his superior knowledge because he
actually speaks the language and his antagonist does not, but the student will probably
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be correct and the talker wrong. It is an old adage about oral speech that a man who
nnderstands but one language understands none. The secieuce of a sign-talker pos-
sessed by a restrietive theory is like that of Mirabeau, wlio was greater as an orator
than as a philologist, and who on a visit to England gravely argued that there was
something seriously wrong in the British mind because the people would insist upon
saying *give me some bread” instead of ¢“donnez moi du pain,” which was so much
easier and more natural. A designedly ludierous instance to the same effect was
Hood’s arraignment of the French beeaunse they called their mothers ‘“mares” and
their daughters ¢fillies.” Not binding ourselves to theories, we should take with cau-
tion any statement from a person who, having memorized or hashed up any number
of signs, large or small, has decided in his coneeit that those he uses are the only
genuine simon-pure, to be exelusively employed according to his direction, all others
being counterfeits or blunders. His vocabulary has ceased to give the signs of any
Indian or body of Indians whatever, but becomes the vocabulary of Dr. Jones or Lieu-
tenant Smith, the proprietorship of which he fights for as did the original Dr. Townsend
for his patent medicine. When a sign is contributed by one of the present collabora-
tors, which such a sign-talker has not before seen or heard of, he will at once condemn
it as bad, just as a United States Minister to Vienna, who had been nursed in the
mongrel Dutch of Berks County, Pennsylvania, declared that the people of Germany
spoke very bad German. The experience of the present editor is that the original
authorities, or the best evidence, for Indian signs—i. e., the Indians themselves—
being still aecessible, the collaborators in this work should not bLe content with
secondary authority. White sign-talkers and interpreters may give some genuine
signs, but they are very apt to interpolate their own inventions and deductions. By
gathering the genuine sigus alone we will be of use to seholars, and give our own stud-
ies proper direction, while the true article presented can always be adulterated into a
composite jargon by those whose ambition is only to be sign-talkers instead of making
an honest contribution to ethnologic and philologic science. The few direet contri-
butions of interpreters to the present work are, it is believed, valnable, because they
were made without expression of self-conceit or symptom of possession by a pet theory.
Z So far as only concerns the able gentlemen who have favored this Bureau with
their contributions there is no need to continue these remarks. Sufiice it to repeat
with more emphasis, that their criticisms and suggestions are invited as to all matter
herein contained, even to the details of grouping and title-words in the alphabetic
arrangement, synonys, and cross references. In the present private and tentative
work many hundreds of separate slips of paper are for the first time connected together,
thereby rendering perfeet order unexpeeted. It may be mentioned that some of the
title-words and phrases which have a quaint appearance are those used by the older
printed authorities, for which it is not always safe to supply a synonym, and the signs
of those same authorities being the most curtly and obsecurely described of all in the
collection, there is no alternative but to print them as they stand for such nse as may
be possible, which will chiefly be in their bearing npon the questions of persisteney and
universality. The present edition will allow the verbal expressions of the living and
accessible to be revised and to be compared with, thus perhaps to correet the imper-
fections of deseriptions made by the dead and inaceessible; but the langunage of the
latter cannot now be changed. The arrangement of the VOCABULARY is more to
group the coucepts than the English title-words according to the synonyms of that
language. A further step in the study will be to prepare a synoptic arrangement of
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the signs themselves—that is, of motions and positions of the same character apart
from their individual significance in any oral speech.

The hearty thanks of this Bureau are rendered to all.its collaborators, and will in
future be presented in a manner more worthy of them. It remains to give to them an
explanation of the mode in which a large collection of signs has been made in Wash-
ington. Fortunately for this undertaking, the policy of the government has brought
here, during the last winter and spring, delegations, sometimes quite large, of most of
the important tribes. Thus the most intelligent of the race from the most distant and
farthest separated localities were here in considerable numnbers for weeks, and indeed,
in some cases, months, and, together with their interpreters and agents, were, by the
considerate order of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, placed at the disposal of
this Bureau for all purposes of gathering ethnologic information. The facilities thus
obtained were much greater than could have been enjoyed by a large number of observ-
ers traveling for a long time over the continent for the same express purpose. The
observations relating to signs were all made here by the same persons, according to a
uniform method, in which the gestures were obtained directly from the Indians, and
their meaning (often in itself clear from the context of signs before known) was trans-
lated sometimes through the medium of English or Spanish, or an aboriginal language
known in eommon by some one or more of the Indians and by some one of the observ-
ers. When an interpreter was employed, he translated the words used by an Indian,
and was not relied upon to explain the signs aceording to his own ideas. Such transla-
tions and a deseription of minute and rapidly-executed signs, dictated at the moment
of their exhibition, were sometimes taken down by a phonographer, that there might
be no lapse of memory in any particular, and in many cases the signs were made in
successive motions before the camera, and prints secured as certain evidence of their
aceuracy. Not only were more than one hundred Indians thus examined individually,
at leisure, but, on occasions, several of different tribes, who had never before met each
other, were examined at the same time, both by inquiry of individuals whose answers
were consulted npon by all the Indians present, and also by inducing several of the
Indians to engage in talk and story-telling in signs between themselves. Thus it was
possible to notice the difterence in the signs made for the same objects and the degree
of mutual ecomprehension notwithstanding such differences. Similar studies were made
by taking the Indians to the National Deaf Mute College and bringing them in contact
with the pupils.

By far the greater part ot the actual work of the observation and record of the
signs obtained at Washington has been ably performed by Dr. W. J. HOFFMAN, the
assistant of the present editor. Dr. Hoffman acquired in the West, through his service
as acting assistant surgeon, United States Army, at a large reservation, the indispen-
sable advantage of becoming acquainted with the Indian character so as to conduct
such researches as that in question, and in addition has the eye and pencil of an artist,
so that he catches readily, deseribes with physiological aceuracy, and reproduces in
action and in permanent illustration all shades ot gesture exhibited. It is therefore
believed that the collection made here will be valuable for comparison with and to
supplement those obtained during the same months in the field.

I remain, with renewed official and personal thanks and much regard,

Sincerely your friend,
GARRICK MALLERY.
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NOTE SPECIALLY ADDRESSED T0 CORRESPONDENTS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES,

The present paper is a further step in the general line ot research indieated in the
“Introduction to the Study of Sign Langunage among the North Ameriean Indians,”
&e.,in which the study of these signs was suggested as important to illnstrate the gest-
ure-speech of mankind. Its contents may be useful to collaborators in all parts of the
world, both to facilitate description by annotated reference and in suggestion as regards
modes of observation. It may also give assurance of thorough and painstaking work
at this Burean for the final collation, in the form of a vocabulary, of all anthentie signs,
ancient and modern, fonnd in any part of the world, with their description, as also that
of associated facial expression, set forth in langnage so clear that, with the assistance
of copiouns illustrations, they can be reproduced by the reader. The suceess of this
undertaking will depend upon the collaboration, now and before requested, of many
persons of several classes. The present paper shows that arrangements have already
been made probably sufficient to procure all the gesture-signs of the aboriginal tribes
of this country which can still be rescued from oblivion. The conventional signs of
deaf-mntes in institutions for their instruction are accessible to the present writer, who
also has obtained a large number of the natural signs of deaf-mntes invented by them
before systematic instruction, and used in intercourse with their families and friends.
More of these would, however, be gladly reccived. Further assistance is urgently
sought from philologists, travelers, and missionaries, whose attention has been directed
to the several modes of expressing human thought.

The efforts at intercommunieation of all savage and barbaric tribes, when bronght
into contact with other bodies of men not speaking an oral language eommon to both,
and especially when uncivilized inhabitants of the same territory are separated by
many linguistie divisions, should in theory resemble the devices of the North American
Indians. They are not shown by published works to prevail in the Iastern hemisphere
to the same extent and in the same manner as in North, and also, as believed from
less complete observation, in South America. It is, however, probable that they
exist in many localities, though not reported, and also that some of them survive after
partial or even high civilization has been attained, and after changed environment has
rendered their systematic employment unnecessary. Such signs may be, first, uncon-
nected with existing oral language, and used in place of it; second, may be used to
explain or accentunate the words of ordinary speech, or may consist of gestures, emo-
tional or not, which are only noticed in oratory or impassioned eonversation, such
being, possibly, survivals of a former gesture-langunage.

All classes of gestures may be examined philologically to trace their possible con-
neetion with the radicals of language, syllabaries, and ideographic characters. Evi-
dence has acenmnlated to show that the langnage of signs preceded in importance that
of souunds, the latter remaining rudimentary long after gesture had become an art.
The early connection between them was so intimate that gestures, in the wide sense of
presenting ideas under physieal formns, had a formative effect upon many words, thus show-
ing that language originated partly, at least, from the sounds which naturally accompany
certain gestures. It seems certain that the latter exhibit the earliest condition of the
human mind, and that mainly throngh them was significance communicated to speech.

Even if the more material and substantive relations between signs and language
cannot now be ascertained, we may at least expect, from the inquiries suggested, lin-
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guistic results in the analogy between their several developments. The mental pro-
cesses are nearly the same in both cases, and the psychology of language may be
studied in the oldér and lower means of communication as the physical and mental
organization of man has been profitably compared with that of the lower animals.
The examination of signs and of pieture-writing, which is intimately associated with
them, throws light upon the grammatic machinery of language, the syntactic prin-
ciple, and the genesis of the sentence. Not until a large body of facts has been gath-
ered by several classes of observers, and compared by competent scholars, can it be
possible to ascertain with precision the principles of the primitive utterance of man-
kind. An exhaustive treatment of the subject will also bring to light religious, socio-
logie, and other ethnologic information of special interest. It is in this work that the
Bureau of Ethnology of the Smithsonian Institution solicits the co-operation of learned
men and observers in all lands, whose contributions, when received, will always be
published with individual credit as well as responsibility.

G. M.
9
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LIST OF AUTHORITIES AND COLLABORATORS.

1. A list prepared by WILLIAM DUNBAR, dated Natchez, June 30, 1800, collected
from tribes then ¢ west of the Mississippi,” but probably not from those very far west of
that river, published in the Transactions of the American Philosophieal Society, vol.
vi, as read January 16, 1801, and communieated by Thomas Jefferson, president of the
society.

2. The one published in “An Aeecount of an Expedition trom Pittsburgh to the
Rocky Mountains, performed in the years 1819-1820. By order of the Hon. J. C. Cal-
houn, Secretary of War, under the command of Maj. S. H. LONG, of the United States
Topographical Engineers.,” Philadelphia, 1823. (Commonly ealled James’ Long’s Ex-
pedition.) This appears to have been collected chiefly by Mr. T. Say, from the Pani,
and the Kansas, Otos, Missouris, Jowas, Omahas, and other sonthern branches of the
great Dakota family.

3. The one collected by Prince MAXIMILIAN von WIED-NEUWIEDIn 1832-°34. His
statement is ¢ the Arikaras, Mandans, Minnitarris [Hidatsa], Crows [ Absaroka], Chey-
ennes, Snakes [Shoshoni], and Blackfeet [Satsika] all understand certain signs, which,
on the contrary, as we are told, are unintelligible to the Dakotas, Assiniboins, Ojibwas,
Krihs [Crees], and other nations. The list gives examples of the sign langunage of the
former.” From the much greater proportion of time spent and information obtained by
the author among the Mandans and Hidatsa then and now dwelling near Fort Berthold,
on the Upper Missouri, it might be safe to consider that all the signs in his list were in
fact procured from those tribes. But as the author does not say so, he is not made to
say so in this work. If it shall prove that the signs now used by the Mandans and
Hidatsa more closely resemble those on his list than do those of other tribes, the inter-
nal evidence will be verified. This list is not published in the English edition, but
appears in the German, Coblenz, 1839, and in the French, Paris, 1840. Bibliographie
reference is often made to this distinguished explorer as ‘Prinece Maximilian,” as if
there were but one possessor of that christian name among princely families. For
brevity the reference in this paper will be ¢ Wied.”

-No translation of this list into English appears to have been printed in any shape
before that recently published by the present editor in the American Antiquarian, vol,
ii, No. 3, while the German and French editions are costly and difficult of aceess, so
the collection cannot readily be compared by observers with the signs now made by
the same tribes. The translation now presented is based upon the German original,

11
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but in a few cases where the language was so enrt as not to give a clear idea, was col-
lated with the Freneh edition of the succeeding year, which, from some internal evi-
denee, appears to have been published with the assistanee or supervision of the author.
Many of the descriptions are, however, so brief and indefinite in both their German and
French forms that they neeessarily remain so in the present translation. The princely
explorer, with the keen diserimination shown in all his work, doubtless observed what
has escaped many recent reporters of aboriginal signs, that the latter depend much
more upon motion than mere position—and are generally large and free—seldom
minute. His object was to express the general effect of the motion rather than to
describe it 50 as to allew of its accurate reproduction by a reader who had never seen
it. For the latter purpose, now very desirable, a more elaborate description would
have been necessary, and even that would not in all eases have been sufficient without
pictorial illustration.

On aceount of the manifest importance of determining the prevalenee and persist-
ence of the signs as observed half a ¢entury ago, an exeeption is made to the general
arrangement hereafter mentioned by introducing after the Wied signs, remarks of col-
laborators who have made special ecomparisons, and adding to the latter the respective
names of those eollaborators—as (Matthews)—(Boteler). 1t is hoped that the work of
these gentlemen will be imitated not only regarding the Wied signs but many others.

4. That of Capt. R. F. BURTON, ot signs which, it would be inferred, were collected
in 1860-61 from the tribes met or learned of by him on the overland stage route,
including Sonthern Dakotas, Utes, Shoshoni, Arapahos, Urows, Pani, and Apaches.
This is contained in “ The City of the Saints,” New York, 1862.

Information is recently received to the eftect that this eolleetion was not made by
the distingnished English explorer from his personal observation, but was obtained by
him from one man, a Morman bishop, who, it is feared, gave his own ideas of the usage
of signs rather than their simple description.

5. A list read by Dr. D. G. MACGOWAN, at a meeting of the American Ethnologiecal
Society, Jan. 23, 1866, and pablished in the ¢ Historical Magazine,” vol. x, 1866, p. 86-87,
purporting to be the signs of the Caddos, Wichitas, and Comanches.

6. A communication from Brevet Col. RICHARD I. DODGE, Lieutenant-Colonel
Twenty-third Infantry, United States Army, author of ¢ The Plains of the Great
West and their Inhabitants,” &e., relating to his large experienee with the Indians of
the prairies. Colonel Dodge, now on active duty, has been requested to assign his
general descriptions to the tribe or tribes in which the signs were actually observed by
him, and should such designation arrive, while the VOCABULARY is passing through the
press, they will be classified aceordingly. He is also preparing a larger contribution.

NOTICE.

In the six eollections above mentioned the generality of the statements as to
locality of the observation and use of the signs, rendered it impossible to arrange
them in the manner explained in the ¢ Introdunctory Letter” hereto. They will therefore
be referred to in the VOCABULARY by the names of the authors responsible for them.
‘Those which now follow are arranged alphabetically by tribes, under headings of Lin-
guistic Families, whieh are also given below in alphabetical order. Iixample: The
first authority is under the heading ALGONKIAN, and, eoneerning only the Arapaho
tribe, is referred to as (Arapaho 1), Lieutenant LEMLY being the personal authority.
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References to another title-word as explaining a part of a description or to supply any
other portions of a compound sign will always be understood as being made to the
description by the same aunthority of the sign under the other title-word. Example:
In the sign for Advance and Retreat (Mandan and Hidatsa I) the reference to
Battle is to that sign for Battle which is contributed by Dr. MATTHEWS, and is
referred to under that title as (Mandan and Hidatsa I).

ALGONKIAN.

Arapaho 1. A contribution from Lient. H. R. LEMLY, Third United States Artillery,
compiled from notes and observations taken by him in 1877 among the Northern Ara-
pahos.

Cheyenne 1. A list prepared in July, 1879, by Mr. FRANK H. CUSHING, of the
Smithsonian Institution, from continued interviews with TrrcHKEMATSKI (Cross Eyes),
an intelligent Cheyenne, then employed at that Institution. It is expected that Mr.
Cushing will make other contributions, especially from the Zuiii and other Pueblos,
among whom he has been collecting material during the past year.,

Cheyenne I1. A special contribution with diagrams from Mr. BEN CLARK, scout and
interpreter, of signs collected from the Cheyennes during his long residence among that
tribe.

Ojibwca I. The small collection of J. G. Konr, made about the middle of the pres-
ent century, among the Ojibwas around Lake Superior. Published in his ¢ Kitchigami.
Wanderings around Lake Superior,” London, 1860.

Ojibwa 11. Notes from Very Rev. EDWARD JACKER, Pointe St. Ignace, Mich.,
respecting the Ojibwa.

Ojibwca II1. A communication from Rev. JAMES A. GILFILLAN, White Earth, Minn.,
relating to signs observed among the Ojibwas during his long period of missionary duty,
still continuing. :

Ojibwa IV. A list from Mr. B. O. WILLIAMS, Sr., of Owosso, Mich., from recollee-
tion of signs observed among the Ojibwas of Michigan sixty years ago.

Sae, For, and Kickapoo 1. A list from Rev. H. F. BUCKNER, D. D., of Eufaula, Ind.
T., consisting chiefly of tribal signs observed by him among the Sac and Fox, Kicka-
poos, &e., during the early part of the year 1880.

DAKOTAN.

Absaroka I. A list of signs obtained from DEEKITSHIS (Pretty Eagle), ETsHIDI-
KAHOTSHKI (Long Elk), and PERITSHIKADIA (Old Crow), members of a delegation of
Absaroka or Crow Indians from Montana Territory, who visited Washington, D. C.,
during the months of April and May, 1830.

Dakota 1. A comprehensive list, arranged with great care and skill, from Dr.
CHARLES E. McCHESNEY, acting assistant surgeon, United States Army, of signs
collected among the Dakotas (Sivux) near Fort Bennett, Dakota, during the last
winter and spring. Dr. MCCHESNEY requests that recognition should be made of the
valuable assistance rendered to him by Mr. WILLIAM FIELDEN, the interpreter at
Cheyenne Agency, Dakota Territory. )

Dakota I1. A short list from Dr. BLAIR D. TAYLOR, assistant surgeon, United
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States Army, from recollection of signs observed among the Sioux during his late
serviee in the region inhabited by that tribe.

Dalota ITI. A special eontribution from Capt. A. W. Corriss, Eighth United
States Infantry, of signs observed by him during his late service among the Sioux.

Dakota IV. A copious contribution with diagrams from Dr. WirLriam H. CorBU-
SIER, assistant surgeon, United States Army, of signs obtained from the Ogalala Sioux
at Pine Ridge Agency, Dakota Territory, during 1879-'80.

Dakota V. A report of Dr. W. J. HOFFMAN, from observations among the Teton
Dakotas while acting assistant surgeon, United States Army, and stationed at Grand
River Agency, Dakota, during 1872-°73.

Dakota VI. A list of signs obtained from PEzuI (Grass), chief of the Blackfoot
Sioux; NAZULATANKA (Big Head), chief of the Upper Yanktonais; and TSHITOUAKIA
(Thunder Hawk), ehief of the Uncpapas, Teton Dakotas, located at Standing Rock,
Dakota Territory, while at Washington, D. C., in June, 1880.

Dakota VI A list of signs obtained from SHONGKA LUTA (Red Dog), an Ogalala
chief from the Red Clond Agency, who visited Washington in company with a large
delegation of Dakotas in June, 1880.

Hidatsa 1. A list of signs obtained from TSHESHACHADACHISH (Lean Wolf),
chief of the Hidatsa, located at Fort Berthold, Dakota Territory, while at Washing-
ton, D. C., with a delegation of Sioux Indians in June, 1880.

Mandan and Hidatsa 1. A discriminating and illustrated eontribution from Dr.
WASHINGTON MATTHEWS, assistant surgeon, United States Army, author of “Ithnog-
raphy and Philology of the Hidatsa Indians,” &e., lately prepared from his notes and
recollections of signs observed during his long service among the Mandan and Hi-
datsa Indians of the Upper Missouri.

Omaha I. A special list from Rev. J. OWEN DoORSEY, missionary at Omaha Agency,
Nebraska, from observations lately made by him at that agency. _

Oto 1. An elaborate list, with diagrams, from Dr. W. C. BOTELER, United States
Indian service, collected from the Otos at the Oto Agency, Nebraska, during 1879-'80.

Oto and Missouri I. A similar contribution by the same anthor respecting the signs
of the Otos and Missouris, of Nebraska, collected during the winter of 1879-80, in the
description of many of which he has been joined by Miss KATIE BARNES.

Ponka 1. A short list from Rev. J. OWEN DORSEY, lately obtained by him from
the Ponkas in Nebraska. )

IROQUOIAN.

Iroquois 1. A list of signs contributed by the Hon. HorATio HALE, author of
“Philology” of the Wilkes Exploring Expedition, &e., now residing at Clinton. Ontario,
Canada, obtained in June, 1880, from SAKAYENKWARATON (Disappearing Mist), famil-
iarly known as John Smoke Johnson, chief of the Canadian division of the Six Nations
or Iroquois proper, now a very aged man, residing at Brantford, Canada.

Wyundot 1. A list of signs from HENTO (Gray Eyes), chief of the Wyandots, who
visited Washington, D. C., during the spring of 1880, in the interest of that tribe, now
located in Indian Territory.

KAIOWAN.

Kaiowa 1. A list of signs from SITTIMGEA (Stumbling Bear), a Kaiowa chief from
Indian Territory, who visited Washington, D. C., in June, 1880.
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KUTINEAN.

Kutine I. A letter from J. W. PowELL, Esq., Indian superintendent, British Colum-
bia, relating to his observations among the Kutine and others.

PANIAN.

Arikara I. A list of signs obtained from KUANUCHKNAUIUCH (Son of the Star),
chief of the Arikaras, located at Fort Berthold, Dakota Territory, while at Washing-
ton, D. C., with a delegation of Indians in June, 1880.

SAHAPTIAN.

Sahaptin 1. A list contributed by Rev. G. L. DEFFENBAUGH, of Lapwai, Idaho,
giving signs obtained at Kamiah, Idaho, chiefly from FELIX, chief of the Nez Percés,
and nsed by the Sahaptin or Nez Percés.

SHOSHONIAN.

Comanche 1. Notes from Rev. A. J. HoLT, Deunison, Texas, respecting the Coman-
che signs, obtained at Anadarko, Indian Territory.

Comanche 11. Information obtained at Washington, in February, 1880, from Maj.
J. M. HAworTH, Indian inspector, relating to signs used by the Comanches of Indian
Territory.

Comanche III. A list of signs obtained from Kosr (Wild Horse), a Comanche chief
from Indian Territory, who visited Washington, D. C., in June, 1880. -

Pai-Ute 1. Information obtained at Washington from NATSHES, a Pai-Ute chief,
who was one of a delegation of that tribe to Washington in January, 1830.

Shoshoni and Banak 1. A list of signs obtained from TENDOY (The Climber),
TisIDIMIT, PETE, and UTAGAT, members of a delegation of Shoshoni and Banak chiefs
from Idaho, who visited \Vashlnwton D. C., during the months of April and May, 1880.

Ute I. A list of signs obtained from ALEJAI\DRO GALOTE, AUGUSTIN, and other
chiefs, members of a delegation of Ute Indians of Golorado, who visited Washington,
D. C., during the early months of the year 1830,

TINNEAN.

Apache 1. A list of signs obtained from HukRiTo (Little Blonde), AGUSTIN VIJEL,
and SANTIAGO LARGO (James Long), members of a delegation of Apache chiefs from
Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico, who visited Washington, D. C., in the months of March
and April, 1880.

Apache I1. A list of signs obtained from \TARANANI'[‘AI\' (White Man), an Apache
chief from Indian Territory, who visited Washington in June, 1880.

Apache II1. A large collection made during the present summer by Dr. Franocrs H.
ATKINS, acting assistant surgeon, United States Army, from the Mescalero Apache,
near South Fork, New Mexico. This MS. was received after the whole of the VocABU-
LARY had gone to the printer, and a large part actually printed, so it was not possible
to insert all of the descriptions in the present edition. The interesting “ Narrative”
communicated by Dr. ATKINS is printed with similar matter following the VOCABULARY,
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WICHITAN.

Wichita I. A list of signs from Rev. A. J. HoLT, missionary, obtained froin KIN
CHE-Ess (Spectacles), Medicine-man of the Wichitas, at the Wichita Agency, Indian
Territory, in 1879.

Wichita I1. A list of signs from Tsopidxo (Shaved Head Boy), a Wichita chief]
from Indian Territory, who visited Washington, D. C., in June, 1880.

ZUNIAN.

Zuiti 1. Some preliminary notes lately received from Rev. TAYLOR I'. EALY, mis-
sionary among the Zuiii, npon the signs of that body of Indians.

Grateful acknowledgment must be made to Prof. E. A. I'Ay, of the National Deaf
Mute College, through whose special attention a large number of the natural signs of
deafanutes, remembered Ly them as having been invented and used before instruetion
in conventional signs, indeed before attending any sehool, was obtained, which are
printed in this paper. The gentlemen who made the contributions in their own MS,,
and without prompting, are as follows: Messrs. M. BALLARD, R. M. ZEIGLER, J. CRoss,
PHILIP J. HASENSTAB, —— LARSON. Their names will follow the several descriptions.
Mr. BALLARD is now the teacher in the primary school of the college, and the other
gentlemen were stundents during the last session.

Special thanks are also rendered to Prof. JAMES D. BUTLER, of Madison, Wis., for
contribution of Italian gesture-signs, noted by him in 1843, and for many useful sug-
gestions,

A small collection of AUSTRALIAN signs has been extraeted from The Aborigines of
Victoria, by R. BROUGH SMYTH, vol. ii, pp. 4-5, 308-9. London, 1878. Upon these
the author makes the following curious remarks: ¢ It is believed that they have sev-
eral signs, known only to themselves, or to those among the whites who have had
intercourse with them for lengthened periods, which convey information readily and
accurately. Indeed, becaunse of their use of sigus, it is the firm belief of many (some
unedueated and some edunecated) that the natives of Australia are acquainted with the
secrets of Freemasonry.”



VOCABULARY.

Abide. See Stay.

Above.

Place the right hand, bj an ascending motion, upon the left hand,
both extended, fingers joined and palms down. (Arapaho 1.)

Point with fore finger of right hand raised from the side to the heav-
ens above with extended arm quickly. (Ojibwa IV.)

Thumb and forefingers of both hands extended, pointing upright
(other fingers closed) in front of body, level of breast, back of hand
outward, and then held in this position, left hand outside of and higher
than the right. The sign can also be made with one hand, by moving
it after being held at the lower height to the higher oue, and holding it
there a short time. (Dakota 1.) “Superior height—one person or thing
above another.”

With the back of the hand toward the right, the fingers bent at right
angles with the palm and pointing toward the left, push the right hand
from in frontof the ¢hin upward until it is a little higher than the head.
(Dakota IV.)

Raise the hand very quickly above the head, palm to the front, and
a little back of the head. (Omaha L.)

The right hand, with the index only extended, is elevated before the
head. (Comanche I.)

The left flat hand is held in front of the body at the height of the
elbow, palm down, the right similarly placed, over, and a little higher
than the left. To express greater elevation the right hand is raised.
(Ute 1.)

A little.

Hold the lett hand horizontal and in front of the body, fingers open
but joined together, palm upward. The right hand is then placed hori-
zontal, fingers open but joined, palm downward, an inch or more above
the left, and raised or lowered a few inches several times, the left hand
being perfectly still. (Dodge.)

3
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Above, eousiderably.

Place the hands as in Above, a Little, then raise the right hand
higher and higher, as the height to be expressed is greater, until, if
enormously above, the right hand is raised as high as possible; fixing
the eyes toward the zenith, emit a duplieate grunt, the more prolonged
the greater the height is expressed. The left hand must eontinue
motionless during all this. (Dodge.)

Ache. Sece Pain.

Aceross.

Pass the hand, flattened and either partially or entirely extended,
from the breast, forward, upward, and downward, forming an areh to
the front. (Absaroka I; Shoshoni and Banak 1.)

- On the other side of.

Elevate the left tist palm down before the face, and pass the flat and
extended right aeross the back of the left beginning at the thumb, slid-
ing it down on the outer side so as to turn the tips of the fingers of the
right nearly in toward the palm of the left. (Ute 1.)

Add to; to putinsome more; to add or put to. (Compare
Counting.)

With right hand make downward motion as though to take up some-
thing; (2) move suddenly over to left as though depositing the some
thing in it; to add one, the three first fingers are elasped down by the
thumb. To add two, the little and third finger extended. To add three,
the little and middle fingers extended. To add four, all the fingers ex-
tended. To add much, many, sign as before. (Cheyenne L.)

Hold the left hand in front of body scoop fashion with back of hand
downward, then with the right hand held in the same seoop manner,
with palm downward make a sort of diving motion downward and out-
ward and lastly inward and upward to the left hand, as though gather-
ing imaginary objects and putting them in the left hand. (Dakota 1.)
“Gathering and adding to.”

With the fingers and thumb of the right hand, pretend to pick some
imaginary objeet in the direction of the loeality of the desired object,
placing it near the body, and repeating the gesture several times.
(Dakota VII.)

Bring the point of the extended forefingers together before the breast.
(Omaha 1.)

Left hand extended palm downward (W). Bring right hand directly
over left hand downward, and let the right hand palm downward fall
upon the back of the extended left hand. (Comanchel.) ¢Piling up
furs.”
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Admiration, action of admiring; surprise; wonder.
(Compare Pretty, content.)

Placing the hand upon the mouth, to show that language is inadequate
to communicate their sensations, (Long.)

Hold the hollow hand for some time before the mouth. Perhaps the
idea being that the mouth, widely open in amazement, is concealed be-
peath it, and it being improper to display emotion or admiration,
the open mouth is concealed by the hand. (Ojibwa 1.)

(1) Face turned to the right; (2) eyebrows elevated and contracted ;
(8) right hand lifted with fingers carelessly or loosely extended; (4)
brought suddenly toward the, mouth. To express surprise as distinet
from admiration make the following sign: Eyebrows contracted and
elevated, eyes indicating interest, right hand fingers outspread, elevated
to side and front of eyes, gently oscillated. (Cheyenne 1.)

Arms are crossed in front of body, the hands (8§) pressing against the
right and left breasts, which pressure is alternately relaxed and renewed.
At the same time pleasure is expressed by facial emotion. (Dakota I.)
“Almost involuntary on seeing an object or thing they admire.”

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Draw one palm along upon the other; then
press them against your breast, directly opposite the heart, making at
the same time your face look like trying to kiss. (Cross.)

Adulation.

Ttalian sign.—The mouth kissing the hand—by which Job described a
species of idolatry—is a species of adulation practiced by every cring-
ing servant in Italy. (Butler.)

Advance and Retreat. (Compare Battle.)

With the upright hands about four inches apart, palms facing, fingers
separated a little and semi-flexed, in front of the upper part of the chest,
while all the fingers are in motion, move the left hand away from the
right about four inches and beund it backward until its palm looks
obliquely nupward toward the right, and at the same time throw the right
hand toward it and partly over it; then move the right hand away
from the left and reverse the position of the hands. Repeat this
maneuver several times. (Dakota 1V.)

The hands held as in the sign for BBattle, then their relations to one
another remaining unchanged, they are moved alternately from side to
side to represent the alternate advances and retreats of opposing forces.
(Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)
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After. Sce Before. (Cheyennell.)
Aftection. Sec Love.
Affirmative. Sce Yes.

Aged. OIld man.

Place the clinched right hand in front of the shoulder, a foot or so
from it, palm to the left, then push it forward a few inches, drawing it
back at a lower level. This is done three or four times, and the body
is inclined to the front at the same time. (Absaroka 1; Shoshoni and
Banak L) “Grasping a staft for assistanee in locomotion.”

Place the clinched fist in front of and nearly as high as the shoul-
der, then push it forward repeatedly, drawing it back at a lower level
(Dakota VL) ¢Imitates walking with a staft.”

Hold the right fist in front of the right side nearly as high as the
shoulder, move it forward and bring it back a little lower, repeating the
motion several times. (Kaiowa]; Comanche 111; Apache 115 Wichita 11.)
“ Walking with a staft.” -

Ahead. See Before.
Aidr. Seec Wind.
Alike. See Same.
Alive.
Right finger whirled upward. (Macgowan.)

The right hand, back upward, is to be at the height of the elbow
and forward, the index extended and pointing forward, the other fingers
closed, thumb against middle finger; then, while rotating the hand out-
ward, move it to a position about four inches in front of the face, the
back looking forward and the index pointing upward. (Dakota 1V.)

Just alive, almost dead

The same motion as for Alive, but the index is to be bent and
thumb placed against the palmar surface of the first joint of the index.
(Dakota IV.)

AllL

Move the right hand, palm downward, in a large circle, horizontally,
two feet in front of the face, or move both hands in-the same manner.
(Dakota IV.)

Always; forever.

Pass the right hand, flat and extended, edgewise from the head out-
ward toward the right, in two movements, the palm at last pointing to
the right. The eyes are directed upward at the same time. ( Wyandot 1.)
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Make the sign for Time, a long, and long ago. (Comanche1I1.)

“The informant was requested to give the sign for the above word,
out as none was known, he said the nearest approach to the idea would
be expressed by making the signs meaning long ago, a long time.”

Same as the sign for Earth, the., (Dakotal.) ‘“Withoutend.”
American. See White man.

Among.

Bring the fingers and thumb of the left hand nearly together, so as
to form an interrupted circle having a diameter of an inch or more, then
introduce the extended index as far as the second joint. (Kaiowe I;
Comanche 111; Apache 11; Wichita I1.) +In the midst of others ”

Anger. (Compare Bad heart and Sad.)

The fingers and thnmb of the right hand with the ends together and
near the breast, then turn the hand round two or three times so as to
describe vertical circles, indicating that the heart is disturbed. (Long.)

Close the fist, place it against the forehead, and turn it to and fro in
that position. (Burton.)

(1) Motion as if to touch the right breast with the right hand to ex-
press ‘self,” “I;” (2) fingers partially closed, thumb resting on the
tips and extending across the hand; (3) sudden motion forward and
slightly to the right; (4) fingers sprung wide open; (5) rapidly shaken
to and fro. (Cheyenne 1.) ‘¢ Shaking off, deprecating.”

Close the right hand as if grasping a small object, hold it several
inches before the forelicad, and twist it aronnd toward the left. (Absa-
roka I; Shoshoni and Banak I)

With the right hand, fist (B 2) raised to the upper part of the face in
front, strike down on the left side of tie body to tae level of the stom-
ach. Very much angered, repeat this movement several times,
and express it by contraction of the muscles of the face. (Dakota 1.)

The elbow in front of and as high as the shoulder, then strike with
the fist across the face to the left, the face expressing impatience. (Du-
kota I11.)

Touch the chest over the heart two or three times with the ends of
the fingers of the right hand; then make the sign for bad. (Dakota
I1V.) ¢Heart bad.” -

The right arm is elevated and in type-position (A), brought to fore-
head above right eye and twisted spirally from right to left; motion
ending with fists palm outward. (Ofo I.)
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Close the right hand as if grasping a small object, place it to the fore-
head palm down, then twist it forcibly, drawing the hand slightly to the
front as if twisting off any projection. Another: The clinched right
hand is twisted against the breastbone instead of the forehead.
Another: When not very angry the index is slightly bent and twisted
before the forehead. (Utel.)

With the thumb and fingers of the right hand eollected to a point,
place the inner side of the hand over the heart, back np. (Kaiowa I;
Comanche 11I1; Apache 11; Wichita 11.)

Bring the tips of the fingers and thumb of the right hand to a
point, and place them to the forehead just over the nasal eminence.
(Apache 1.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Make wrinkles in your face by frowning and
shake your head. (Cross.)

Hide the'face, next turn the head to another side, and then streteh
down the open hand so as to indieate that the offender should be out of
sight immediately. (Hasenstab.)

Move backward and suddenly raise the hands between the breast with
a disagreeable expression of the face. (Larson.)

Move the lips as if speaking like a-very angry man. (Zeigler.)

angry with you.

Hand closed, right index extended and points to heart; then sign for
anger; then right index points to the individual intended. (Oto I.)
“The mind turned away.”

Antelope.

Pass the open right hand outward from the small of the back. (Wied.)
This, as explained by Indians examined by the present editor, indicates
the lighter coloration upon the animal’s flanks. The Ute who eould
speak Spanish accompanied it with the word blanco, as if recognizing
that it required explanation.

Extend and separate the forefingers and thumbs, nearly elose all the
other fingers, and plaee the hands with backs outward above and a little
in front of the ears, about four inehes from the head, and shake them
back and forth., (Dakota IV.) ¢ Antelope’s horns.”

With the index only extended hold the hand eighteen or twenty
inches transversely in front of the head, index pointing to the left, then
rub the sides of the body with the flat hands. (Dakota VI.) ¢“The
latter sign refers to the white sides of the animal; the former could not
be explained.”
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Close the right hand, leaving the end of the index in the form of a
hook and the thumb partly extended ; then wave the hand quickly back
and forth a short distance, opposite the temple. (Hidatsa L; Arikara
L) “Represents the pronged horn of the animal. This is the sign
ordinarily used, but it was noticed that in conversing with one of the
Dakotas (VI) the sign of the latter was used several times, to be more
readily understood.”

Place both hands, fingers fully extended and spreaé, close to the sides
of the head. Wied's sign was readily understood as signifying the
white flanks. (Apache 1.)

Arrive. See Come.

Are you? See Question.

Arrow.

Pass the index-finger of the right hand several times across the left
arm. ( Wied.)

Expressed by notching it upon an imaginary bow and by snapping
with the index and medius. (Burton.)

Forefinger of right hand extended, pointing upright in front of breast;
back of hand out, then with the thumb and forefinger of left hand (other
fingers loosely closed) rub up and down the extended forefinger of the
right hand (straightening the arrow), thumb and forefinger on opposite
sides, and then extend the left hand in front of body and draw the right
back as though it was the arrow fixed in the string of the bow. (Dako-
ta 1) “¥rom the place of the arrow in drawing the bow.”

Semi-flex the fingers and thumb of the left hand and place the hand
in front of the chest with its palm inclining at an angle of 45° down-
ward and backward and toward the right; draw the extended right
index, its back forward from left to right downward and backward be-
tween the left index and thumb and along the palm, at the same time
bringing the ends of the two latter together. (Dakofa IV.) “Drawing
an arrow ont of the hand in which they hold their arrows.”

Both arms are flexed as in position to shoot. The right arm is drawn
up and flexed to an angle of 45°, with hand in position (E 1) modified,
by palm facing the body. Left arm is extended from body about one
foot and bent, with elbow horizontal at an angle of 80°. Left hand is in
position (& 1) modified by reversing hand. The sign is completed by
uniform movement, to and from, as of swinging-arrow, after assuming
above positions. (Oto I.) *Clasping string and pointing arrow.”
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Hold the left hand as high as, and some distance in front of, the left
breast, back forward, hand nearly half closed, then draw the extended
index downward over the palm of the left, the whole distance extending
abont twenty inches. (Kaiowa I; Comanche 11L; Apache 11; Wichita
II.) “Drawing an arrow over the haud as in pulling the bow-string to
shoot.”

To hit with an.

Place the tips of the fingers downward upon the thumb, then snap
them forward; then strike the hands together and elevate the index
finger of the right hand. (Wied.) Probably when he says ¢strike the
hands together,” he wishes to deseribe my sign for Shot. When the
person whom the prince saw making this sign raised the finger he may
have done so to indicate a man shot or one shot. I do not think that the
raising of the finger is an integral part of the sign. (Matthews.)

Pass the extended forefinger of the right hand (others elosed) back of
hand toward the right, between the fore and second fingers of the left
hand, held about 18 inehes in front of body, back of hand out, horizon-
tal, all the fingers extended, and then close the two fingers of the left
hand on the right index. (Dakota I.) ‘Arrow sticking in the target.”

After making the sign for BBow strike the back of the right hand,
its index extended, other fingers closed, against the palm of the opened
left. (Dakota 1V.)

Same as the sign for Bow, but with this addition: that after the
finger has snapped from the thumb, the back of the right hand is struck
against the paln of the left. (Dakota V.)

With the index only, extended and pointing upward, then clevate the
left hand palm toward breast, first finger separated from the middle,
pass the index ot the right foreibly forward and through the space thus
formed, striking the knnekles of the right against the palm of the left
with a thud. (Omaha 1.)

To kill with an. i

Extend the left hand, closed, as if grasping a bow, drawing the right
back toward the shoulder from the left, snap the first two fingers of the
right forward from the thumb and throw the right over, toward the
right and downward. (Utel.)

To shoot with bow and.

The hands are placed as in the attitnde of drawing the arrow in the
bow (this is also the sign for the bow), and its departure is indicated by
springing the fingers from the thumbs, as in the act of sprinkling water.
(Long.) -
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Place the tips of the fingers downward upon the thumb, then snap
them forward. (Wied.) I believe I have described this under the head
of Discharge of deadly missile. I have always seen the same
sign made for shooting both bullet and arrow. If it is necessary to
distinguish the weapon, it can be done by appropriate signs in addi-
tion to this. (Matthews.) The left arin was then elevated, shightly bent
at elbow, and extended from the body as in holding @ bow. The right
arm was then flexed, and the hand, in position (& 1), inverted as hold-
ing and pulling the string; the hands are thus uniformly swayed to
and fro several times, as if holding the arrow in sitw and taking an aim.
If Wied’s sign is complete, there is little resemblance to the sign among
the Otos, save in the position of the right hand, which is similar, though
inverted. In the Oto sign the distance between the hands would indi-
cate length of the arrow, which is not shown in the latter. (Boteler.)
“That which rests in the string and bow.”

Make the sign for BBow, then right hand drawn suddenly back
toward right shoulder. fingers of both hands snapped to indicate dis-
charge of arrow and twang of string. (Cheyenne L.)

Extend the left arm with closed hand as if grasping the bow, draw
the right hand back toward the right side of the face with the second
finger resting against the thumb; then allow the finger to spring forward,
move it in the direction of the object hit, and strike the backs of the
fingers of the right hand against the palm of the left. (Dakota V.)

Same sign as Dakota V. (Dakota VIL.)

Extend the left hand at a left oblique, the thumb and middle finger
forming & ecircle, bring the right hand back to the right breast, and flip
the fingers of both hands from the thumbs. (Omaha 1.)

Arrow=head.
‘With the index finger of the right hand, touch the tip of the extended
forefinger of the left hand several times. (Wied.)

Make the sign for Arrow and then place the right thumb, palm
forward, on the last joint of the left index, its palm inward, the other
fingers closed. (Dakota IV.)

Ashamed.

The extended right hand, palm inwards, is passed up and down two or
three times, in front of the face and an inch or two from it, with a mod-
erately rapid motion. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

I am,

Cross the hands in front of the face, palms backward, the right behind
the left, to hide the face. (Dakota 1V.)
4
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Ashes.

Hands with fingers extended, brought together in front of the body,
palmar surfaces of little fingers joined, and hands sloping obliquely up-
ward with baeks looking towards the sides, extended fingers pointing to
the front, &e.; i. e, hands held in imitation of a straight scoop, then
without separating the hands carry them forward and downward with
a quick upsetting motion. (Dakota 1.) ¢ Seooping up and throwing
away ashes.”

Asleep or sleeping.

Place the hands open over the face, close the eyes and gently press
them down, at same time gently incline the head and body to the right,
nntil attaining an angle of about 45°, or lower, remain in that position
a few moments. (Ojibwa IY.)

Ass, See Mule.
Assent. Sce Yes.
Astonishment. See Surprise.

Attention.

Hold the right hand flat and extended, palm down, at arm’s length
and directed toward the person addressed, shaking it from side to side
several times. (Absaroka 1; Shoshont and Banak 1.)

—— Toattract a person’s attention previous to commeneing conversation

The right hand ('T) carried direetly out in front of the body, with arm
fully extended and there moved sidewise with rapid motions. (Dakota I.)

Aurora borealis.

First make the sign for the Moomn in iront of the body, at the level
of the breast, and then on both sides of it at the same time make with
both hands the sign for fire.

This requires explanation. The Sioux believe the northern lights to
be the reflection of a fire built on either side of the moon to warm it,
(Dakota 1.)

Autumn.

With the thumb and forefinger of right hand deseribe a crescent (other
fingers closed), back of elosed fingers outward, hand carried in this posi-
tion from above and to the left of the head in front of body toward the
right and downward moderately rapid with a eurved and small up and
down waving motion made by turning the forearm and hand in imita-
tion of a leaf carried from the tree by a slight breeze. (Dakota 1.) *“The
falling of the leaves.” c
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Hold the lett hand upright in front of the left shoulder, fingers sepa-
rated a little and slightly bent, the ends in a eirele, and throw the right,
its fingers separated a little and slightly bent, from immediately above
the left several times downward sidewise on different sides, then, with
its fingers pointing obliquely upward toward the left, carry the right
hand spirally downward and obliguely toward the right, to imitate the
falling of leaves. (Dakota IV.)

Elevate the left hand, pointing upward, before the face, palm to the
right with fingers and thnmb separated, then pass the right, with fin-
gers in a similar position, upward past the left a short distance, then turn
down two or more fingers of the right with the forefinger of the left,
and throw the hands downward and forward with spread fingers point-
ing in the same direction. "(Kaiowa I; Comanche 111 ; Apache I1; Wi-
chita 11.) “Growth of tree, and falling of leaves.”

Awl.

The left forefinger is extended, and the right, also extended, is placed
across it, and is then turned on its axis, so as to imitate the action of
the awl in making a hole. (Long.)

(1) Thumb and three fingers of right hand clasped as though grasp-
ing handle of an awl, and the index finger extended to represen® the
point; (2) thrust against the palm or some portion of the left hand.
(Cheyenne 1.)

AX. See Tomahawlk.

Cutting with an. See Cutting.
Baby. See Child.

Bacon.

Separate the thumb and fingers ot' the right hand, the former under,
the latter over the extended left hand, palms down, as if feeling its
thickness. (Arapaho 1.)

Left hand with thumb and fingers extended, joined, horizontal edge
of hand downward is held in front of the left breast back outward, right
hand with fingers extended and joined, thumb extended and forked is
passed over the left from above with ends of fingers downward, and
then the palmar surfaees of the right fingers are passed along the baeks,
and the thumb along the palmar surface of the left hand. (Dakota 1.)
“Thin” is also denoted by this sign. “Fat like a side of bacon.”

Bad, mean.
Make the sign for Good and then that of Not. (Long.)

lose the hand, and open it whilst passing it downward. (Wied.)
This is the same as my description, but differently worded ; possibly
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notes a less foreible form. I say, however, that the hand is moved
forward. The precise direction in whieh the hand is moved is not, 1
think, essential. (Mattherws.)

Seatter the dexter fingers outward, as if si)orting away water from
them, (Burton.)

(1) Right hand partially elevated, fingers elosed, thumb clasping the
tips; (2) sudden motion downward and outward acecompanied by equally
sudden opening of fingers and snapping from the thumb, of the fingers.
(Cheyenne 1.)

Right hand closed (M) carried forward in front of the body toward the
right and downward. during whieh the hand is opened, fingers down-
ward, as if dropping out the contents. (Dakotal.) “Not worth keeping.”

Half close the fingers of the right hand, crook the thumb over the
fore and middle fingers and move the hand, back upward, a foot or so
toward the object referred to, and suddenly let the fingers fly open.
(Dakota IV.) ¢ Scattered around, therefore bad.”

Close the fingers of the right hand, resting the tips against the thumb,
then throw the hand downward and outward toward the right to arm’s
length, and spring open the fingers. (Dakota VI, VIIL.)

Hands open, palins turned in; move one hand towards, and the other
from, the body ; then vice versa. (Omaha 1.)

Throw the clinehed right hand forward, downward, and outward, and
when near at arm’s length, suddeunly snap the fingers fromn the thumb as
if sprinkling water. (Wyandot 1.) ¢“To throw away contemptuously ;
not worth keeping.”

Raise hand in front of breast, fingers hooked, thumb resting against
seeond finger, palm downward (G 1), then with a nervous movement
throw the hand downward to the right and a little behind the body, with
an expression of disgnst on the face. During motion of hand the fing-
ers are gradually extended as though throwing something out of hand,
and in final position the fingers and thumb are straight and separated,
paln backward (IR 1), with fingers pointing downward, palm backward.
(Sahaptin 1.) “Away with it.”

Same motion of arm and hand as in All right; Good. But in the
first position fingers are elosed, and as the hand moves to the right they

are thrown open, until in final position all are extended as in final for
All right; Good. (Sahaptin L.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Use the sign for Handsome, at the same
time shake the head as if to say No. (Ziegler.).
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The Neapoli‘tmls, to express contempt, blow towards the person or
thing rveferred to; The deaf-mutes preserve the connection of “bad?”
and “taste” by brushing from the side of the mmonth. This may be com-
pared with the deaf-mute sign of flipping an imaginary object between
thumb nail and forefinger, denoting something small or contemptible.
The motion of snapping the finger either on or from the thumb in dis-
dain is not only of large modern prevalence in civilization, butis at least
as ancient as the contemporary statute of Sardanapalus at Anchiale.

Very.
Sign for Very as in Very good, and sign for Bad. (Sahaptin 1.)

Bad heart; Wicked. (Compare Amger.)
Sign for Bad, then folded right hand struck two or three times sud-
denly against the heart to imitate palpitation. (Cheyenne 1.)

Tap several times the region over the heart with the right hand, hori-
zontal, fingers extended, pointing toward the right, back outward, and
then make the sign for Anger. (Dakota L) ¢“My heart is bad.”

The sign most commonly used for this idea is made by the hand being
closed and held near the breast, with the backs toward the breast, then
as the arm is suddenly extended the hand is opened and the fingers
separated from each other. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

Place the fingers of the flat right hand over the heart, then make the
sign for bad. (Dakota VI, VIL.)
Ball.

Middle fingers and thumbs of both hands brought together to repre-
sent a cirele.  (Cheyenne 1.) '

For gun. Sec Bullet.
Barter. See Trade.

Basin.
Same as Kettle, except final motion of setting on the fire, which
is omitted. (Dakota 1.) “From its shape.”

Basket.

Interlock the separated fingers of the hands in front of body, backs
outward, hands horizontal, in imitation of the interlacing of basket-
work. (Dakota 1.) ¢ From the interwoven splinters of a basket.”

Battle. (Compare Fight and Kill.)

The clinched hands are held about as high as the neck and five or six
inches asunder, then waved two or three times laterally to show the
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advaneces and retreats of the combatants; after which the fingers of
each hand are suffered to spring from the thumb towards each other,
as in the act of sprinkling water, to represent the flight of missiles.
(Long.) ‘

" To show that fighting is aetﬁally taking place, make the gesture of
Kill; tap the lips with the palm like an Oriental woman when ‘keen-
ing,” secreaming the while O-a! O-a! to imitate the war song. (Buwrton.)

(1) Fists of both hands elosed and brought to the level of the chin,
near together and knuekles facing each other; (2) moved suddenly for-
ward and backward with a sort of churning, grinding motion. (Chey-
enne 1.)

Both hands (A 1) brought to the median line of body on a level with
the breast and close together; describe with both hands at the same
time a series of eireular movements of small cirenmference. ( Dakota 1.)
“Two opposing forees of Indians at battle in a cireular manner, after
their usnal custom of surrounding their enemy.”

Two or more men fighting. Move the upright fists alternately several
times back and forth about eight inches in front of the upper part of the
chest, palms inward, and about four inches apart. (Dakota IV.)

The clinched fists are held before the ehest, backs ontward (the fore-
arm neither prone nor supine), and passed straight up and down rapidly
a distance of six to twelve inches, alternately in opposite directions to
one another, either a short distanee apart or with the joints tonching.
This indicates any angry contest or struggle as well as a pitehed battle
fought with weapons. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

The arms are equally flexed, as in position of defense. Hands are
loosely elenched and fists rotated in palimar proximity three times; the
sign is completed by retaining the arins and fists in posture for defense
about three seconds. Hands are position (IB) doubled or (BB ). (Oto
L) “To ward off.”

Both hands at height of breast, palms facing, the left forward fromn
the left shoulder, the right outward and forward from the right, fingers
pointing up and spread, move them alternately towards and from one
another. (Utel.) ¢Mingling of men in strife.”

Place both hands on a level in front of the chest, half closed, fingers
pointing downward, the backs of the right-hand fingers pointing for-
ward, those of the left facing them, held about six inehes apart, the
hands are then quickly moved toward and from one another several
times. (Apuache 1.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Vibrate your fingers, implying how many
soldiers ; then copy the manner of shooting a gun. (Cross.)
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Battle, White man’s.

Both hands clinehed with ball of thumb on the second and third fin-
gers, clinched forefingers of each hand touching. Then push the hands
from you, letting the fingers all fly outward at the same time, as if you
were trying to throw water off your fingers. This repeated twice or
more, aeeording to the severity of the engagement. (Comanche I.)
“Soldiers standing in line delivering their fire.”

Charge and eounter-charge.

The hands are held as in the sign for Battle, and are then simulta-
neously moved from and toward one another. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

Beads, glass.

Stroke the fingers of the right hand over the left upper arm. ( Wied.)
Do not remember. A sign for necklace is sometimes made by extending
the thumb and index finger and placing them against the throat. (Mat-
theuws.)

Tips of the joined thumb and forefinger left hand (others closed), wet
by touching to the tongue, are passed down in front of the body, as
though picking up loose beads from the lap, and then hand held in front
of the left breast, horizontal, back outward, tips of joined thumb and
finger toward the right, and then the right hand, with thumb and fore-
finger extended, erooked and joined at tips (others closed), as thongh
holding a sinew, is passed toward the left. to and over the left hand
as though passing the sinew through the beads. (Dakota L) “Trom
the use of beads in embroidery.”

Bear, animal.

Pass the hand before the face to mean ugliness, at the same time
grinning and extending the fingers like elaws. (Burton.)

(1) Middle and third finger of right hand clasped down by the thumb,
forefinger and little finger extended, erooked downward; (2) the mo-
tion of seratehing made in the air. (Cheyenne 1.)

Fingers of both hands closed, except the little finger, which is extended
and pointing straight towards the front, thumbs resting on the baecks of
the second phalanges of all the fingers, hands horizontal, baeks upward,
are held in front of their respeetive sides near the body, and then
moved directly forward with short, sharp jerking motions. (Dakota 1.)
“ From the motion of the bear in running.”

Grizzly.

Right hand flat and extended, held at height of shonlder, palm for-
ward, then bring the palm to the mouth, lick it with the tongue, and
return it to first position. (Omaha 1.) ¢ Showing blood on the paw.”
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Seize a short piece of wood, say about two feet long, wave in the right
hand, and strike a blow at an imaginary person. (Omaha 1.)

Seize a short thing about six inches long, hold it as dagger, pretend
to thrast it downward under the breast bone repeatedly, and each time
farther, grunting or gasping in doing so; withdraw the stick, holding it
up, and, showing the blood, point to the breast with the left forefinger,
meaning to say so do thou wchen you meet the bear. (Omaha 1.)

Pretend to stab yourself with an arrow in various parts of the body,
then point towards the body with the left-hand forefinger. (Omaha 1.)

Arms are flexed and hands clasped about eenter of breast; then
slowly fall with arms pendulous and both hands in position of (). The
sign is completed by slowly lifting the hands and arms several times in
imitation of the animal’s locomotion.

Movement and appearanee of animal’s front feet. (Oto I.)

Hold the closed right hand at the height of the elbow before the right
side, palm downward, extend and curve the thumb and little finger so
that their tips are nearly directed toward one another before the knuckles
of the closed fingers; then push the hand forward several times. (Kaiowa
I, Comanche 111, Apache 11, Wichita I11.) ¢ Paw and long claws.”

Hold both elosed hands before the body, palms down, and about eight
inches apart; reach forward a short distance, relaxing the fingers as if
grasping something with them, and draw them back again as the hands
are withdrawn to their former position. (Ute 1.) ¢ Secratehing, and
grasping with the claws.”

The right hand thrown in the position as for Howrse, then extend
both hands with fingers extended and curved, separated, palms down,
and push them forward several times making a short arch. (Apache 1.)
“The animal that scratches with long claws.”

Beard, whiskers.
Place the back of the wrist under the ehin, spread the fingers slightly,
allowing them to extend downward and forward. (Dakota VI, VII.)

Beaver.

With the back of the open right hand, strike the palm of the left
several times. (Wied.)) I have seen this. It represents the beaver
striking the water with his flat tail. (Matthews.) The arms are semi-
flexed and approach the body with the hands opened, palms down, the
right over and above the left. The right hand finally sweeps back and
is held extended, flatly open in position of animal’s tail. There is no
similarity in the execution or coneeption of this sign and that of Wied ;
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the conception in the sign among the Otos is clear, but that for the
latter obscure. The height and broad flat tail of the animal. (Boteler.)

Describe a parenthesis ( ) with the thumb and index of both hands,
and then with the dexter index imitate the wagging of the tail. (Burton.)

(1) Right hand flattened to form an extension of forearm, palm down-
ward at an angle of 43° to the body; (2) suddenly slapped down two
or three times. (Cheyenne I.) ** From the manner in which the beaver
slaps water or mud.”

Both hands in front of body, fingers extended, horizontal flat, palms
downward (W), ends of fingers pointing obliquely forward, pat the baek
of first one hand and then the other several times,not too rapidly.
(Dakota I.) “These Indians believe that beavers are able to eonverse
with each other and do so while building -their dams and lodges. The
sign, however, would seem to come from the noise made by the beavers
inpatting down their dams.”

Hold the left hand, palm looking obliquely, forward, outward and up-
ward, a foot in front of the lower part of the chest, and strike its palm
several times with the back of the open .ight hand. (Dakota IV.)

Both arms are semi-extended and the hands in type-position (W) are
held right above left to represent size of animal. Hands in this position
exeeute uniformly a creeping movement forwards, then right hand
sweeps to back of body and is extended from cocygeal region to repre-
sent the broad, flat tail. (Ote I.) ¢ Creeping animal with flat tail.”

Hold both extended flat hands, palms down, side by side, then extend
the first three fingers, separated, the little fingers and thumbs closed
and the hands retaining the same relative position. (Apache 1.) ¢ Flat
tail, and claws.” )

Trap. See Trap.

Before.

Bring the hand elose to the right breast (M) with palm to left, fore-
finger pointed ontward ; bring left hand (M palm inward) in front of and
few inches from the breast, move right hand to the front and at same
time move the left toward the breast slightly. A fter or afterward
is done by having the hands in the same position (M) except to have
palm of right hand down. The left is kept stationary and the right is
drawn back. (CheyenneI1.) ¢The left hand representing an imaginary
line, the action of the right makes it the front or before.”

Right hand moved quickly forward from side back of hand in front,
the hand drawn back less quickly, again projected forward rapidly, with
slight inclination of head and body forward. (Ojibwa IV.)

5
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Left hand held forefinger straight, upright, palm of hand outward
(other fingers closed) in front of body about 18 inches, and then the
right hand held in the same manner close to the body on the same level.
(Dakota 1.)

Close the fingers of the right hand, thumb erossing the middle finger,
index extended, palm forward, thrust the hand forward forcibly.
(Omaha 1.)

Going before or passing another person.

Move both fingers up and down and away from the body on the same
line, but allowing the right to gain on and finally pass the left. (Dakota
L) “From the idea of being or going before or ahead of another person
in walking or anything else. A derivative of superior.”

In plaee; ahead; superior.

The hands are held horizontally, in front, backs upward, parallel
about an inch apart, the forefingers only extended. Theright hand is then
advanced before the left, usually about a finger’s length; but the distanece
may be increased or diminished to express degree. This sign is to be
considered in connection with those for behind or inferior, and beside or
equal, They all refer to the relative position of objects in space but to
different degrees of quality. Comparison is expressed by these signs,
Changes of position—as horses in a race—are shown by changes in the
position of the hands. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

In time.

Same sign as for 'Time, long, and short, but in referring to length
of time, as to the previous day, or previous month, etc., the hands are
drawn apart carelessly about ten or twelve inches, quiekly, the absenee
of any haste indicating a longer time, and consequently applicable to
matters referring to a longer period. (Kaiowa I; Comanche 111; Apache
11; Wichita 11.)

Beg, Beggar.
First make the sign for Lodge, entering a, and then the sign
for Give te me. (Dakota l.)

First make the sign for Give to me, and then the sign for Man
or Woman, as the case may be. Lodge, entering a, can be
added or not. (Dakota 1.) ¢ From an Indian going from lodge to
lodge asking for things.”

Begone. See o.

Beginning. Commencement.
The right hand horizontal, with fingers arched (M) back of hand up-
ward, of fingers obliquely downward and ontward, is pushed out in front
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of the right breast and drawn back to original position two or three
times. (Dakotw 1) “Going to do it. Goillig to cominence anything.
Going ahead, pushing things.”

Behind.

Bring both hands in front of the breast (M palms down), the fore-
fingers near together pointing to front; move the right suddenly to rear
few inches, the left remains still. In describing a person being left
farther and farther to the rear, keep moving the right a couple inches
or so at a move until you make three or four moves back. (Cheyenne II)

Same motion as Before repeated by swinging the hand backwards
from thigh, with quickeneil motion as the hand went back. (Ojibwa IV.)

Forefinger of tlie right hand, straight, tipriglit (others closed) palin
of hand outward is dtawn from in front of aind on 4 level with the
shoulder, behind the Lody on as near a straighit line as possible and
with forefinger pointing upright. (DaLota 1.) “Reverse of going be-
fore. He is still falling behind me.”

With its index extended, pointing backward, over the right shoulder,
back upward, push the right hand backward about four inches from just
in front of the shoulder. (Dakota 1V.)

Inferior. (Compare Ahead.)
Place the hands in the same position as for ahead, except that the

right hand is behind the left, i. e., nearer the body. (Mandan and Hi
datsa 1.)

Place the spread right hand behind the body, moving the hand slightly
a little up and down, and back and forth. (Omakha 1.)

The left arm is flexed and hand upright with hooked index (asin I
1—modified by the hand being held edgewise) is brought before the
face. The right fist is then brought to the same position and the palms
face each other. The left hand remains before the face, but the right
fist is swept back past the right side with the index finger extended as
in type J. (OtoI). “What I have gone by.”

Belong. Sce Possession.
Below, under.

Made like the sign for AOVEe, with this éxception—that all move-
ment is made by the left or lower hand, the right being held motionless,

palm downward, and the eyes looking down. (Dodge.)

Place the right liand, by a desceiiding thotion, just widét the left
hand, both. e\teudéd ﬁuberb joined and palms down. (Ardpaho L)
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Same motion as Abeve with hand starting from above level of
elbow, finger pointing down, rest gently closed. (Ojibiwca 1V.)

Same as Above, only draw the right hand a eonsiderable distance
below the left. (Dakota 1.)

Sign ean also be made with one hand by the reverse of the movements
in Above. (Dakota 1.) ‘ Refer to the person below or under by mov-
ing that finger and hand whieh represents the under person, animal,
or thing. Inferior height, variant of superior.”

Both hands are extended open as in type W. The hands are then
approximated edgewise and the left is superimposed, and swept palm over
baek of right. Both hands now diverge and arms are extended from
the right and left sides—palms down. The right hand is now brought
forward as in type (I 1)—modified by index being more extended, and
describes a quadrant’s arc towards the ground. (Oto 1.) ¢The vast
depths into whieh all suddenly fall.”

Place the flat left hand in front of the body, palm down, fingers di-
rected toward the right; place the flat right hand, palm down, below the
left, the greater the distance the hands are moved apart the greater
the depths to whieh allusion is made. (Ute 1.)

Belt.

Motion of putting a belt around the body with thumb and forefinger
of both hands on their respeetive sides of body—thnmb and forefinger
U-shaped, pointing inward and carried around the sides of body to the
front. other fingers of both hands closed. (Dakota 1.) “From the
placing of the Dbelt.”

Beside, equal. See Same.

Big. In the sense of Broad or Flat.

Bring both hands in front of breast, palms down, then extend them
forward to length of arms and sweep around outwards, on a level. For
small extent, the hands indieate a less extended are or cirele. (OQjibwa
v,

The right hand is held horizontal, extended and flat, pointing forward.
A slight arched curve from right to left is made at whatever height the
speaker wishes to indicate. (Apache 1.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Place the hands near each other and move
them apart. (Ballard.)

In the sense of High as a hill.

An aseending motion of the extended hand, fingers joined, palm
down, outlining and indicating relative height. (Arapahol.)
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(1) Both hands unclosed, brought to the front of chest, palins facing
each other, right hand above left and elevated to level of chin; (2)
right hand carried upwards in proportion to the degree of height to be
expressed (Cheyenne 1.)

Raise the extended hand, fingers joined, palm down and horizontal,
to the proper or greatest possible elevation. (Arapaho 1.)

With the forefinger of the right hand straight, upright (J), carry it
straight upward in front of the body above the head as high as the ex-
tended arm will reach. This would indicate a mountain, and lesser de-
grees of arm extension would denote lesser heights. (Dakotal.) ¢ Great
high—a mountain.”

Deaf-mute natural signs.—High—>Move the hand upward. (Ballard.)
Raise the hand above the head. (Larson.) |

———~ In the sense of Large around.

(1) Motion for width except that the elbows are not pressed against
the sides, but the arms and hands are extended and give a curved form
as though clasping some large object; (2) motion made to increase or
enlarge the circle in proportion to the size to be expressed. (Cheyenne 1.)

Indicate the general outlines, and in the direetion thereof extend
both hauds, palms towards each other, to the required or greatest pos-
sible distance apart. (Arapaho 1.)

Palms facing, and moved apart farther and farther by jerks. (Oma-
ha 1.)

Large.

The opened upright hands, palins facing, fingers relaxed and slightly
separated, being at the height of the breast and about two feet apart,
separate themn to nearly arm’s length. (Dakota IV.)

Deaf-mute, natural signs.—I’lace the hands near each other palm to-
ward palm, and move them apart, and at the same time distending the
cheeks. (Ballard.)

Point your finger at your chest and face expanded. »(Cross.)

Move both open hands from each other with the palms looking toward
each other, and, at the same time, cause the cheeks to look big and
round by blowing against them. (Hasenstab.)

Streteh ont the hands.  (Lerson.)

In the sense of Long.

(1) Hands brought upward and to the front of the body, forefinger
and thumbs of both brought together as though grasping the ends of a
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string; (2) suddenly drawn apart in proportion to the length to be ex-
presséd. (Cheyenne 1.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Direct the forefingér downward ahd extend
it forward toward a distant point. (Ballard.)

Point to the land, if the land is intended, with the finger; then move
horizontally the othtletehed hand along the line, which describes an
éllipse:  (Oross.)

Having held the hands, the palms touching each other, separate them
by moving them in a straight line, showing how far apart. (Cross.)

Streteh ont the arm, at the same time place the forefinger on the
shoulder. (Zeigler.)

In the sense of Long, in extent.

Push the opened right hand, palm toward the left, from the lower part
of the chest upward to about a foot above the head. (Dakota 1V.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—By moving the bands apart. (Ballard.)
Stretth ont both arms in a straight line. (Larson.)

In the sense of Wide.

(1) Elbows close to side, forearm and open flattened hands extended,
palins facing and nearly touching each other; (2) separated in propor-
tion to the degree of width to be represented. (Cheyenne 1.)

(1) Hands extended to front of body, open to fullest extent, but
fingers and thumbs coutiguons, palms up, little fingers of each hand
touching ; (2) gradually moved apart in proportion to the size of the
surface to be represented. (Cheyenne L.)

Bring both hands to the front of the body, on the same level and
close together, fingers and thumbs extended, palms downward (W),
fingers pointing forward, with both hands on the same level, make a
sidewise movement with the left to nearly its arm’s full extent, but only
move the right a few inches. (Dakota I.)

This sign resembles that for Big, in the sense of Flat. (Dakota 1)
“ A broad, level piece of land.”

Both hkands bfought fogether in front of breast, with a curvad mo-
tion, hands horizontal, flat, palm downward (W). Ends of fingers
pointing toward the front are then carried out sidewise; with a curved

downward motion to their natural positions. (Dakota I.) ¢ Covering a
large surface.”

Place both flat hands side by side before the breast, palms down, then

pass them horizontally outward toward théir respeetive sides. (Dakota
VI, VIL)

Deaf-mute natural siyn.—?ut the palms of the hands near each other
and then move them far apart. (Ballard.)
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Bird.
The hands are flapped near the shoulders. If specification be re-
quired, the cry is imitated or some peculiarity is introduced., (Burton.)

(1) Both hands open to fullest extent, palms downward, brought to
level of and against the chest, forefinger pointing away from chest; (2)
pushed forward and downward and withdrawn with a curve motion, as
the wotion of wings in flying. (Cheyenne 1.)

The front outline will represent the sign. Both arms are elevated
and flexed at right angles to the shoulders, the arms are then made to
diverge, and in position W made to flap or waver to and from the body
after the manuner of the wings of a bird. (Ofo and Missouri 1.) ¢ That
has wings or flies by them.”

Bison, buffaleo.
The two forefingers are placed near the ears, projecting, so as to
represent the horns of the animal. (Long.)

Raise the forefingers erooked inward, in the semblanee of horns, on
both sides of the head. (Lurton.)

Lower the head and project the forefingers from their respective sides
of the head, like horns. (Arapaho 1.)

Both hands elevated to or toward the sides of the head, forefinger of
each crooked obliquely fprward to represent horns. (Cheyenne 1.)

Both hands tightly closed, leaving the forefingers only extended and
curved ; place the fists before the chest, about ten inches apart, palms
facing, and forefingers above. (Absaroka I; Shoshoni and Banak 1.)
« Horns.”

Both hands raised to the sides of the head in front of ears, back of
hands looking forward, forefingers crooked backward, rest of fingers
closed, thumb resting on second finger. (Dakota 1.) ¢ Horns of the
buftalo.”

Both hands closed except forefinger, and then applied to each temple,
with the latter pointing a little forward. (DakotaIl.) ¢ Horns of animal.”

Semi-flex the foretingers, loosely close the others, thumbs either under
the middle fingers or against them, and place the hands npright, backs
outward, one on each side of the head, near it or against it, above and
just in front of the ears, then move the hands suddenly forward a couple
of inches. (Dakota IV.) ¢The horns of the buftalo.”

All the digits of both hands are completely flexed exeept the forefin-
gers, and these are slightly curved ; each hand, back outwards and held
obliquely outwards and upwards, is brought in contact with the temple
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of the same side at the wrist. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.) “Thus the
horns of the animal are indicated.”

Same sign as for Cattle. (Oto 1.)

Both hands, flattened, slightly arched, and flexed at the wrists, are
held as high as the ears and over the shoulders pointing backwards,
then incline the head to the front and quickly throw the hands upward
a short distance. (Kaiowa I; Comanche 111; Apache 11; Wichita I1.)
“The humped shoulders and motion of the animal.” )

Bison, Generic.
Close both hands loosely, extending and crooking the forefingers,
place them several inches trom either temple. (Ute 1.)

Buftalo calf.

Place the fists upright, backs ontward, with the thumbs strongly ex-
tended above the ears near the head, and shake them back and forth sev-
eral times to imitate the shaking of a calf’s ears. (Dekota 1V.)

Same sign as for Buffalo cow, but made as low as the waist, and
the hands are moved slightly forward and backward. (Kaiowe I; Co-
manche 111 ; Apache 11 ; Wiehita 11.)

Female.

Curve the two forefingers, place them on the sides of the head, and
move them several times. (Wied.) I have given you a similar sign for
the Bison without regard to sex, except that I do not mention any
motion of the hands after they are placed in the position ot horns, and I
do not remember seeing such motion. (Matthews.)

Same sign as made by Shoshoni and Crows. When this sign is made
before the person it signifies both sexes, without special reference to
either. (Kaiowa I; Comanche I11; Apache 11; Wichita I1.)

Male.

Place the tightly-closed hands on both sides of the head with the fin-
gers forward. (Wied.) If he does not mean to deseribe the same sign
(minus the motion) as in Bison, female, I know not what he does mean.
I have seen but one sign for Buftalo (which 1 am certain was generie),
and I opine that one sign was all the Prince saw. The movements he
speaks of in Bison, female, may have been unnecessary or accidental.
Additional signs are used to indicate sex when necessary. (Matthews.)
It is conjectured that Wied’s sign for the Male bugfalo indicates the short,
stubby horns, and that for the Female, the ears seen moving, not being
covered by the shock mane of the male.

RBite, To.

Thumb of right hand extended, fore and second fingers also extcuded;
joined, and slightly arched, thumb separated from fingers (other fingers
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closed), hand horizontal or obliquely upwards, edge of hand downward,
the arm extended to nearly full capacity in front of right breast, quickly
draw the fingers against the thumb several times, at the same time draw
the arm in toward the body. (Dakota I.) “From the snapping bite of
dogs. The two jaws in motion.”

- Blanket., See Clothing.

Blind.

First touch the closed eyes with the tips of the extended fore and
second fingers of right hand, back npward (other fingers closed), then
turn the hand and make the sign for Seeing as contained in Look,
and then the sign for Nome or I have none as contained in None.
(Dakota 1.) I have no sight.”

Blood.

Right hand with thomb extended and pointing upward, fingers ex-
tended and separated as much as possible and pointing obliquely up-
ward and downward, is brought along the body in front to the mouth,
where it is carried forward for a few inches with a downward curved
motion, back of hand toward the right. (Dakota I.) ¢ From a buffalo
when seriously wounded standing and spirting blood from the mouth
or nose.”

Both hands with fingers collected at the palm points are brought to
the temples. The fingers are then suddenly flipped outward. The right
arm is then elevated and the index-finger and thuinb brought to the nose
and made to drop in jerks to the ground. (Oto and Missouri 1.) ¢That
which pulsates in the temples and drops from the nose.”

Close the right hand, leaving the index and second fingers only ex-
tended, then draw the palmar surface across the lips from left to right.
(Kaiowa I; Comanche 111; Apache I1; Wichita I1.)

Boat, row.
Make with both hands raised to the level of the shoulders the forward
and backward motions as though rowing a boat. (Dakota 1.)

Bring the hands together, hollowed, little fingers joining, the thumbs
farther apart, to represent the body of a boat, held before the breast.
(Omaha 1.y -

Canoe.

Both hands at the same side of body, one above the other, make the
movement of using a paddle first at one side of the body and then at
the other. (Dakotal.) ¢“From the manuer of using the oars and paddle.”

Make the motion of paddling. (Iroquois I.)

Body.
The hands with the fingers pointed to the lower part of the body are

then drawn upwards. (Dunbar.)
6
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Both hands, backs outward, carelessly lowered to front and sides of
thighs, foreﬁn"els extended, tips slightly touching the thighs, then draw
rapidly upward along the sides of the body, and ont toward the shoulders.

(Cheyenne 1.)

Boiling.
Same as the sign for fire, heat being the idea. (Dakota I.)

Bold. Imprudent; rash.

Bold is ineluded in Brave. Rashness or imprudence cannot be separa-
ted from Brave, as the distinction is too fine a one for the Indian’s
comprehension.  (Dakota 1.)

Book.
Place the right palm upon the left palm, and then open both before
the face. (Burton.)

(1) Both hands brought to a reading distance and made to represent
a book open, or much as it would be while holding it in the hand and
reading, little fingers not touching; (2) motion made with the face and
eyes as thongh intently reading. (Cheyenne 1.)

Make with the right hand at the right side of the body the move-
ments of nsing the pen in writing, and theu carry the hand to the front
of the breasts, where the left hand is held horizontal with fingers
extended, pointing ontward, palm upward (X), and close the right hand
with palm down, tingers extended, &e. (W), on the left, as though
closing an open book. First part of the sign denotes writing. (Dakota
I.) “From the act of closing an open book.”

Both arms are elevated and semi-extended, with the hands open and
parallel before the face; palms upward ; the eyes directed intently there-
in. The right hand is then raised and turned into a modified position
(M), and seemingly writes in the open pal of the left. The hands are
then reapproximated in position (X) before the face and approach and
diverge as in the opening and closing of a book’s leaves. The thickness
is indicated by bolding the right hand at the desired distance above
the left, open. (Ofo and Missouri 1.) “ Something written that opens
and e¢loses from which we read.”

Bone.

Make the sign for the animal to which the bone belongs, and then
tonech the ]mrtu,nhr part or place in the body to which the bone belongs.
(Dakota 1.) ¢ Locating the bone.”

Born, To be.

Place the left hand in front of the body, a little to the right, the palm
downward and slightly arched ; pass thc extended right hand down-
ward, forward, and upward, formmg a short curve underneath the left.
(I)nl.'om V.) «“This is based upon the curve followed by the head of
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the child during birth, and is used generically.” The sign, with additions,
means ‘father,” ¢ mother,” “grandparent,” but its expurgated form
among the French deaf-mutes means ‘“parentage” generieally, for which
term there is a special sign reported from our Indians. See Parent=
age (Dodge).

Pass the flat right hand downward, forward, and upward in front of
the lower portion of the abdomen and pubis. (Dakota VI.)

Pass the right hand, naturally relaxed, downward from the lower part
of the chest, forward from the pubis, and upward a short distance, form-
ing a curve with the convexity downward. (Kaiowa I; Comanche IIT;
Ute 1; Apache 11; Wichita 11.)

Hold the extended left hand transversely in front of the lower portion
of the abdomen, about eight inches in front of it, and slightly arched,
then pass the flat.right hand downward between the body and the left
hand, forward and slightly npward beyond it. (Apache I.) ¢ The left
hand represents the pubic arch ; the right, the curve of Carus.”

Bottle.

Denote the size of the bottle on the upheld left forearm by drawing
across the edge of the right hand with fingers extended and palm
downward, and then make the sign for Drinking. (Dakota 1.)
‘“ From drinking out of a bottle.”

The left arm is semi-extended before the body, and the hand is held
up with the fingers collected up and down asin (IE), more horizontal ; the
index and thumb make a circle. A small bottle is represented by the
right index extended sawing on the knuckle-joint ot the left index. (Oto
and Missouri 1.) ¢ The shape and grasp of the bottle.”

Bow, weapon.

The left hand being a little extended, the right hand touches it and
makes the motion of drawing the cord of the bow. (Dunbar.)

The hands are placed as in the attitude of drawing the arrow in the
bow. (Long.)

Draw the right arm back completely, as it drawing the bow-string,
while the left arm is extended with clinched hand. (Wdied.) There is
a similarity of conception in the sign given by me (Oto and Missouri I)
and Wied’s, but in execution the latter represents almost identically the
the Oto sign for “ To shoot an Axrrow.’’ (Boteler.)

Make the movement of bending it. (Burton.)

(1) Left hand slightly closed as though grasping bow, and middle
finger of right hand within three or four inches of the left hand and
apparently grasping a string; (2) drawn two or three times in imitation
of drawing a bow-string. (Cheyenne I.)
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Draw back the right hand from the left, held in front of the body, as
though drawing back the arrow fixed in the string of the bow.
(Dakota 1.) “ From the drawing of the bow.”

Incline the head a little toward the right; raise the nearly closed left
hand, back outward to the height of the shoulder, nearly at arm’s
length forward, and while pushing the left hand ahead and a little to-
ward the left, draw the nearly closed right hand, its back outward from
near it backward and toward right, as if drawing the bow. (DakotaIV.)

The left fist, back forward, thumb upward, is held a foot or two in front
of the chest asif grasping a bow. Theright band, with thumb upward,
the finger tips forward and two or more of them in contact with the
thnmb (position of holding the string), is held a few inches behind the
left hand. Then a slight motion backwards of the right hand may or
may not be made. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

The left arm was then slightly bent and extended antero-laterally from
the body. In this position itis made to resemble the shape of a bow.
The position of the hand is variable and unimportant, but it is generally
clinched as in (D), probably to represent the holding of the bow-string,
as it is always secured at the end of the bow. The right hand is
sometimes approximated, as in setting an arrow. (Olo and Missouri 1.)
“The shape of the bow and its use.”

To draw the.

The hands are held as in the sign for BBow, then the right hand is
moved backwards a foot or more as in the act of drawing a bow. (Hi-
datsa 1.)

To shoot or kill with the.

Hold the left fist, back outward, nearly at arm’s length f"orward, point
toward it with the right index, palm inward, from in front of the right
shoulder; then drop the left hand and after hooking the right thumb
over the tingers of right hand, suddenly let them fly forward. (Da-
kota IV.) )

Bowl.

Same as the sign for Kettle, except the latter part of the sign in-
dicating placing it on the tire. (Dakota I1.)

The distinetion is not a fine one between Kettle, Bucket, Cup, Dowl,
Basin, &e., and either of them may be indicated in the same sign, but
the connection in which the sign is used is generally sufficient to denote

the particular article to which reference is made. (Dakota I.) “TFrom
its use.”

Box.
Designate size of box on the upheld left arm by drawing the edge of
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the right hand over it with extended fingers, and then both arms ex-
tended in front of body, hands horizontal, fingers extended, backs out-
ward, to the sides, are held on the level of the breast. (Dakotal.) ¢Size
of the box.”

Boy. See Child.

Brave.

Close the fists, place the left near the breast, and move the right over
the left toward the left side. (Wied.) A motion something like this,
which I do not now distinctly recall—a sort of wrenching motion with
the fists in front of the chest—I have seen nsed for Stromng. If Wied's
sign-maker’s hand first strick the region over the heart (as he may have
done) he wonid then have indicated a ‘strong heart,” which is the
equivalent for Brave. (Matthews.)

Clinch the right fist, and place it to the breast. (Absaroka I; Sho-
shoni and Banak 1.)

Both hands fist ; the left (A ) moved up close to the body to the height
of the chin, at the same time the right is brought up and thrown over
the left (as it is moved up) with an outward and downward curved mo-
tion ; the left hand is carried upward and downward and the movement
of the right reversed two or three times. FEndurance is expressed by
this sign, and it is connected with the sun-dance trials of the young man
in testing his bravery and powers of endurance before admission to the
ranks of the warriors. (Dakota 1.)

Push the two fists forward about a foot, at the height of the breast,
the right about two inches behind the left, palms inward. (Dakota IV.)
“The bands push all before them.”

The right arm is flexed and elevated; the hand is then placed over
left eye much in type-position (BB). It is then twisted from left to right
across forehead until at right side of head when the motion stops with
fists palm ontwards. That is readily unwound, As good will. (Oto 1.)

Strike the breast gently with the palmar side of the right fist. (Wy-
andot 1.) .

Strike the clinched fist foreibly toward the ground in front of and near
the breast. (Arikara I.)

He is the bravest of all.

Raise right hand, fingers extended, palm downward ( N 1), swing
it around “over all,” the point to the man (fig. 1), raise left fist (A 1,
changed to left and palm inward) to a point in front of and near the
body, close fingers of right hand and place the fist (A 2, palm inward)
between left fist and body and then with violent movement throw it
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over left fist, as though breaking something, and stop at a pointin front
of and little below left fist, and lastly point upward with right hand,
(fig. 2). (Sahaptin 1) “Of all here he is strongest.”

The right fist, palm downward, is struck against the breast several
times, and the index is then quickly elevated before the face, pointing
apward. (Apache 1.)

Only by showing willingness to fight. (Apache IIL.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—To run forward with a bold expression of
the countenanee. (Larson.)

Pantomime.—Not to run back but to run forward. (Zeigler.)

Brave.

% Hold firmly closed left hand about eight inches in front of centre of
body, left forearm horizontal, pointing to right and front, back of left
hand vertical, and on line of prolongation of forearm; bringing the firmly
closed right hand some six inches above and a little in front of left hand,
back to right and front, and on line of forearm; strike downward with
right hand, mostly by elbow action, the second joints of right hzmq
passing close to and abont on a line with knuekles of left hand.

“] believe there is no gesture in the Indian sign-language that is as
flexible and possesses as much strength and character in its meaning as
this, for, when added to other signs, it intensifies their deseription
wonderfully ; adds, in fact, the superlative to every idea; gives heroie
character to bravery; arrant cowardice to timidity; makes an ordinary
meal a feast, and of a fast, starvation ; pleasure becomes bliss, and care
most bitter sorrow. Pointing to a man and making this sign would
convey to an Indian’s mind the idea that he was brave, fearless ; and
this, to them, is the highest, most perfect, virtue, and ereates not only
respect, but positive reverence.” 3

The foregoing is quoted from an articlein the United Service for July,
1880, written by an author who, aceording to his strong expressions, is
obviously afflicted with a theory of a stereotype and universal sign lan.
guage among the Indians, which is supported by his avowedly taking
‘“means” of signs. His deseriptions are therefore liable to some ot the
cautionary remarks in the Introductory Letter to this pamphlet, but as
it is highly interesting to ascertain the use of an intensive or superlative
sign, the quotation is printed to attraet the attention of eorrespondents.
If they meet with, or can recall the preeise sign as above deseribed, and
in the same exact sense, they will please state the tribe and all particu-
Jais. Something like this sign, with some resemblance to its use as an
intensive, appears elsewhere in this paper, but not with the signification
of “Dbrave,” under which head it was given by the author and therefore
is so placed here.
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Bread.
Combine signs for Flour and Fire. (Arapaho L)

Both hands in frout of body, fists, backs obliquely downward, push up
and down several times as though kneading the dough, and then at a
higher elevation both hands, one above the other about 8 inches, hori-
zontal, left hand below, back downward (X) right hand above, back
upward (W) change the positions of the hands (W taking the place occu-
pied by X)) two or three times. (Dakota I.) ¢ From the packing and
shaping of the loaf.

The right hand being about a foot in front of the chest, opened and
relaxed, pointing obliquely forward toward the left, quickly throw the
left hand, palm downward, and lay it across the right, then rapidly separ-
ate the hands, and turning the palm of the left upward and the right
downward, lay the right across the left. Repeat this maneuver several
times. (Dakota 1V.) ¢ Forming a piece of dough into a cake or loaf.”

Hard ; crackers, &ec.

After making the first part of the above sign, carry the left hand in
frout of the left breast with fingers extended, joined, flat, hoiizontal
ends of fingers forward, and the edge of the right hand with fingers
extended is drawn across the palm of the left at proper distances cross-
wise. (Dakota I.)

Break.

Both hands brought one above the other around to front of body,
closed as though grasping small stick, and suddenly turned in opposite
directions to imitate breaking. (Cheyenne 1.)

The extended forefinger of both hands (J 1) meeting at their tips in
front of body, palms inward, and then separate the fingers by an outward
movement as though breaking anything in two. (Dakota I.) ¢ From
the breaking of a twig.”

The fists being near together, directed forward and backs upward,
turn the outer sides downward as if breaking a stick. (Dakota IV.)

With both hands placed side by side, thumbs touching, throw them
outward and downward as if breaking a stick. (Dakota VI, VIL)

Both fists (backs upward, knuckles forward, thumbs one or two inches
apart) are held at a common level six or more inches in front of the
chest, then simultaneously the forearms are semi-rotated so as to bring
the thumbs uppermost. Other methods of breaking have other signs
to represent them. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

The arms are uniformly flexed and the hands in type-position (IB)
approximated before the body. The hands are thus palns downwards;
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The sign is completed by turning them over towards tlie side as in
regularly bending or breaking a stick. Sign ends with palms up. (Oto
1) ¢Something torn apart.”

Both hands elosed, palms down, thumbs touching, then throw both
downward and outward, toward their respective sides as if breaking a
stick. If this gesture is accompanied by a movement of the body for-
ward, and facial accompaniment of exertion, it represents greater
destruction by breaking or the increased requirement of strength to
break the objeet referred to. (Ute I; Apache 1.)

Seize an iInngitmry object, hold it in two fists (A palm down), turn
fists outward and palms up (broken). (Apache I11.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Clineh the hands and turn them as in the
act of breaking a stick. (Ballard.)

Use the shut hands as if to break a stick. (Hasenstab.)

Nod the head slowly with the upper teeth rested on the lower lip
and the eyes opened widely to express astonishment, and, at the same
time, use the shut hand with the forefinger up as if to give a warning,
and then use the shut hands asif to break something. (Hasenstab.)

Place the fists together and suddenly raise them apart, forming an
angle (either right or obtuse.) (Larson.)

To use both shut hands as if to break a stiek. (Zeigler.)

Broken.

Twist off left forefinger with right forefinger and thumb. (Apache
IIT.

Breech-cloth.

Pass the flat hand from between the legs upward toward the belly.
( Wied.) This sign is still in use among these Indians. (Matthews.)
Metaphorically speaking therc is identity with Wied’s sign and wmine.
(Oto and Missouri 1.) In the latter, the sign is given for the thing sig-
nified. By the Prinee of Wied the conception is the article itself. By
the Oto, that which invariably accompanies and supports it. (Boteler.)

Draw the opened right hand, palm upward, between the legs from
behind forward. (Dakota IV.)

Both arms were flexed and somewhat raised at the sides; the hands,
then in position (KK), inverted, are brought to the prominences of t{he
hips. The hands are then brought around to the pnbis in an approach-
ing line and there twisted over each other, as in tying a knot. The
movement in this sign represents the tying of the cord that passes
around over the hips to support the breech-cloth. (Oto and Missouri L)
“That which is tied on with a cord at the hips.”
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Bridle.

The extended forefinger of both hands (all others closed) (M), meeting
at their tips are placed backs against and covering the mouth (this is
the bit) and then separated, drawn upward along their respective sides
of the face in front of the ears until they meet at the back part of the
top of the head. (Dakota 1) ¢F¥rom the wearing of the bridle.”

Both hands, with extended indices as in (K), meet on the top of the
bead and describe a line down the sides of the face, then meet in the
center of the mouth and diverge. (Oto and Missouri 1.) ¢The position
of the same on animal’s head.”

Bring to me. See Give,
Broad, wide. See Big in the sense of Wide.

Brother; brother and sister. See Relationship.

Broom.

Both hands joined, in front of the stomach, backs outward, fingers
extended and pointing obliquely downward, make a pushing forward
and backward movement from the wrists as though brushing or push-
ing dirt before the broom. (Dakota I.) “From the manner of using
their primitive brush broom.”

Bull.

First make at the sides of the head the horns of the animnal by crook-
ing backward the index-fingers, and then make the sign for Male
applied to animals, which is the same as applied to human beings.
(Dakota 1.) ¢ Denoting the sex of the animal.”

Bullet.

Make the sign of the exploding of the powder, then grasp the fore-
finger of the hand with the remaining fingers and thumb, so that the
tip of it will so extend beyond them as to represent the ball. (Long.)

(1) Make the sign for Ball; (2) forefinger and thumb of right hand
nsed as in the act of grasping some small object in front of the face, and
between it and lett hand, which represents a half circle by means of the
middle finger and thumb; (3) forefinger of right hand suddenly extended
and pushed through the imaginary cirele of which the middle finger and
thumb of the left hand forms one-half. (Cheyenne 1.)

- Lett hand hooked (&), nearly closed; . e., leaving a small circular

opening. thumb resting on the backs of the 2d and 3d phalanges of all

the fingers, is held horizontal in front of the left breast, with back to-

ward the left (this represents the barrel of a gun), then the index and

thumb of the right extended and nearly joined at tips as though holding
7
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a round bullet between them (this is the bullet), is carried to the left
hand and the fingers relaxed as though placing the bullet in the circular
opening, and then strike down on the left hand, with the edge ot the
right fist (A 1) as though driving the bullet home. This sign is that for
loading a gun. (Dakota I.)

To destroy.

Move the right hand (F) in front of the body as though throwing
something forward, and then make the sign for Fire. (Dakota L)

Ot the body.

Touch the burnt part with the right index and then make the sign
for Fire. (Dakota 1) ¢From fire.”

Bury, To.

Both flat and extended hands held at arms’length before the abdowen,
edges down, and about an inch or two apart, thumbs touching; both
hands are then thrown outward toward their respective sides repeatedly,
as if throwing away from their upper surfaces some light substanee.
Then reverse the motion from without inward. (Shoshoni and Banak I.)
“Throwing up earth from a diteh, and returning it.”

Buy. Sece Trade.

Camp.

Clinch both hands, hold them upward before the breasts, thumbs
touching, then pass them forward, each describing a semicirele, so that
the outer edges toueh at the termination of the gesture. (Arikara 1.)

Cannon.

Thumb of the right hand under the fingers; i. e., in the palm of the
hand, otherwise fist (BB); snap out the fingers and thumb in front of the
right breast, and then make the sign for Big. (Dakota I.) “The big
explosion From the smoke made on the discharge of a eannon.”

Cap, percussion. Sece Gun.
Capture, To. See Prisoner, to take.
Cards, playing.
(1) Left hand fully opened, slant, and held up to the level and in front
of the shoulder; (2) sudden pecking motion made with the partially-

closed fingers of the right hand five or six times towards the palm of
the open left hand, as thongh throwing eards. (Cheyenne I

70 through the motion of dealing from a pack of cards, and throwing
one each to imaginary players, right, front, and lett. (Dakota VI, VIL)
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Cattle.

First make the sign for Buffalo and then the sign for Spotted.
(Dal‘om IV.) ¢“Spotted buffalo.”

Both arms are elevated to head flexed. The hands, both, are brought
to sides of head at parietal ridges in position (¥K), and thus held a minute ;
the head is then rotated to the several sides. (Oto 1) ¢ Animal with
horns.” -

Make the sign for Buffale, then extend the left forefinger and draw
the extended index across it repeatedly at different places. (Absaroka
I; Shoshoni and Banak 1) ¢ Literally, spotted buffalo.”

To round up.

Place the closed hands horizontally before the chest, leaving the fore-
fingers curved, then make a beckoning motion with both simultaneously,
the right moving over the left, as if hooking at imaginary stalks of
grain. (Kaiowa 1; Comanche I11; Apache I1; Wichita IL) ¢ Cattle
(horns) brought taogether.”

Chair.

Right forearm extended from the elbow at right angles (L), with the
hand fist (A), with back downward. (Dakota I.) This sign also denotes
sit down. ¢ From its use.”

Challenge.

Florentine sign.—A fist clinched, with the thumb thrust out under the
forefinger. (Butler.)

Chicken cock, domestic.

Bring the thumb and fingers of the right hand together, and, holding
the hand moderately elevated, move it across, imitating the motion of
the head of a cock in walking. (Dunbar.)

(1) Sign for Bird; (2) tips of fingers and thumb of right hand
closed and pointing downward; (3) motion of scratching and pecking
imitated. (Cheyenne 1.)

Chief, a. .

The forefinger of the right hand extended, pass it perpendicularly
downward, then turn it upward, and raise it in a right line as high as
the head. (Long.) *Rising above others.”

Raise the index finger of the right hand, holding it straight upward,
then turn it in a circle and bring it straight down, a little toward the
earth. (Wied.) Theright hand is raised, and in position (J) describes a
semicirele as in beginning the act of throwing. The arm is elevated
perfectly erect aside of the head, the palm of the index and hand should
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be outwards. There is an evident similarity in both execution and con-
ception of this sign and Wied’s; the little variation may be the result of
different interpretation. The idea of superiority is most prominemt in
both. “A prominent one before whom all succumb.” (Boteler.) Wied’s
air-pieture reminds of the royal scepter with its sphere.

Raise the forefinger, pointed upwards, in a vertical direction, and then
reverse both finger and motion ; the greater the elevation the ¢ bigger?”
the chief. (Arapaho I.)

(1) Sign for Mam; (2) middle, third, little finger, and thumb slightly
closed together, forefinger pointing forward and downward; (3) curved
motion made forward, outward, and downward. (Cheyenne 1.) ¢ He
who stands still and commands,” as shown by similarity of signs to Sit
here or Stand here, “the man who stands still and direets.”

The extended forefinger of the right hand (J), of which the other fin.
gers are closed, is raised to the right side of the head and above it as
far as the arm ean be extended, and then the hand is brought down in
front of the body with the wrist bent, the back of hand in front and the
extended forefinger pointing downward. (Dakota 1.) ¢ Raised above
others.”

Move the upright and extended right index, palm forward, from the
shoulder upward as high as the top of the head, turn it through a curve,
and move it forward six inches, and then downward, its palm backward,
to the height of the shoulder. (Dakota IV.) “ Above all others. He
looks over or after us.”

Elevate the extended index before the shoulder, pass it upward as
high as the head, forming a short curve to the front, and downward
again shightly to the front. (Dakota V1, VII; Hidatsa 1; Arikara 1.)

Right hand closed, forefinger pointing up, raise the hand from the
waist in front of the body till it passes above the head. (Omaha I.)

Another sign : Bring the closed right hand, forefinger pointing up, on
a level with the face; then bring the palm of the left hand with force
against the right forefinger ; next send up the right hand above the
head, leaving the left as it is. (Omaha 1.)

The right arm is extended by side of head, with the hand in position
(JF). The arm and hand then descend, the finger describing a semicirele
with the arm as a radius. The sign stops with arm hanging at tull
length. (Oto 1) “The arm of authority before whom all must fall.”

Both hands elevated to a position in frout of and high as the shoul-
ders, palms facing, fingers and thumbs spread and slightly curved ; the
hands are then drawn outward a short distance towards their respective
sides and gently elevated as high as the top of the head. (Wyandot 1.)
“One who is elevated by others.”
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Elevate the closed hand—index only extended and pointing upward—
to the front of the right side of the face or neck or shoulder, pass it
quickly upward, and when as high as the top of the head, direct it for-
ward and downward again toward the ground. (Kaiowa I; Comanche
IIL; Apache 11 ; Wichita I1.)

Close the right hand, index raised, extended, and placed before the
breast, then move it forward from the mouth, pointing forward, until at
arm’s length. (Ute 1.)

Head chief of tribe.

Place both flat hands before the body, palms down, and pass them
horizontally outward toward their respective sides, then make the sign
for Chief, (Arikara 1.) ¢“Chief of the wide region and thoseupon it.”

After pointing out the man, point to the ground all fingers
closed except first (J 1, pointing downward instead of upward), then
point npward with same hand (J 2), then move hand to a point in front
of body (Fig. 2), fingers extended palm downward (W 1) and move
around in circle—over all. (Sahaptin I.) ‘“In this place he is head
over all.”

Grasp the forelock with the right hand, palm backward, pass the hand
upward about six inches and hold it in that position a moment. (Pai-
Ute 1.)

Elevate the extended index vertically above and in front of the head,
holding the left haund, forefinger pointing upward, from one to two feet
below and underneath the right, the position of the left, either elevated
or depressed, also denoting the relative position of the second individual
to that of the chief. (Apache L.)

War. Head of a war party; Partisan.

First make the sign of the PPipe; then open the thumb and index-
finger of the right hand, back of the hand outward, moving it forward
and npward ina curve. (Wied.) By the title of ¢ Partisan” the author
meant, as indeed was the common expression of the Canadian voy-
ageurs, a leader of an occasional or volunteer war party. The sign is
explained by his account iu a different connection, that to become recog-
nized as a leader of such a war party, the first act among the tribes
using the sign was the consecration, by fasting succeeded by feasting,
of a medicine pipe without ornament, which the leader of the expedition
afterward bore before him as his badge of anthority, and it therefore
naturally became an emblematic sign. There may be interest in noting
that the ¢“Calandar of the Dakota Nation” (Bulletin U. 3. G. and G.
Survey, vol. iii., No. 1), gives a figure (No. 43, A. D. 1842), showing
“One Feather,” a Sioux chief, who raised in that year a large war party
agamst the Crows, which fact is simply denoted by his holding out,
demonstratively, an unornamented pipe.
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Combine signs for Chief” and Battle. (Arapaho 15)

First make the sign for Battle and then that for Chief. (Da-
kota 1.) “Tirst in battle.”

Of a band.

Point the extended index forward and upward before the chest, then
place the spread fingers of the left hand around the index, but at a short
distance behind it, all pointing the same direction. Alead of the re-
mainder. (Arikara 1.)

Grasp the forelock with the right hand, palm backward, aud pretend
to lay the hair down over the right side of the head by passing the hand
in that direction. (Pai-Ute L.)

The French deaf-mute sign for Order, Command, may be compared
with several of the above signs. In it the index tip first touches the
lower tip, then is raised above the head »nd bronght down with violence.
(Lenseignment primaire des sourds-muets ; par M. Pélissier. Paris, 1856.)

Child; Baby; Infant; Ofispring.

Bring the fingers and thumb of the right hand and place them against
the lips, then draw them away and bring the right hand against the
forearm of the left as if bolding an infant. Should the child be male,
prefix the sign of a man before this sign, and if a female, do so by the
sign of the woman. (Dunbar.)

It an Indian wishes to tell you that an individual present is his off-
spring, he points to the person, and then with the finger still extended,
passes it forward from his loins in a line eurving downward, then
slightly upward. (Long.)

Push the index-finger rapidly into the air then draw the hand back
downward. (Wied.) The right arm is brought np and flexed toward
the body. The open hand then describes a semieircle downward and
outward similar to the eurve of Carus, and stops with the hand ereet,
The palm is first toward the body, but at the completion of the sign,
outward. There is no similarity between this sign and Wied’s save in
the method of indicating its age or size. The upturned palm as indi-
cating species will not obtain among the Otos. (DBoteler.) “That has
been born or come forth.” The distance from the ground when the mo-
tion ceases indicates the height of the child referred to. Indians often
distinguish the height of human beings by the hand placed at the proper
elevation, back downward, and that of inanimate objects or animals not
bhuman, by the hand held back upward.

A soun or daughter is expressed by making with the hand a movement
denoting issue from the loins; if the child be small, a bit of the index
held between the antagonized thumb and medius is shown. (Burton.)
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Caresses, by a man; by a woman, by a motion representing parturi-
tion. (Macgowan.)

Pass the hand downward from the abdomen, between the legs, indi-
cating that it came that way. (Dodge.)

Right hand fingers somewhat curved and separated and held forward
and higher than the wrist, palm down, nioved in a short arch from side
to side at the height representing the child indicated, and as if rubbing
the top of the head. (Apache 1.)

— Small.

Place the right hand a couple of feet from the ground, or lower, back
forward and fingers pointing upward, then close both hands and place
them in front of the navel, backs outward, the right fist about three
inches above the left, and while in this position extend and flex the
hands at the wrist once or twice. (Dakota IV.) “In armand small.”

One able to walk.

Right hand extended in front of the body on level with the breast,
back of hand out, fingers joined and pointing obliquely toward the left,
turn the hand over with palm looking downward (W), and carry the
hand downward as though laying its palm on the top of a child’s head,
the distance of the hand from the ground indicating the height and ap-
proximately the age of the child. (Dakota 1.) ¢Indicating a child’s
age by its height”

Deaf-mute natural sign for child, not a baby in arms.—Put the hand
when naturally stretched out down to the knee. (Larson.)

The Cistercian monks, vowed to silence, and the Egyptian hierogly-
phers, notably in the designation of Horus, their dawn-god, used the
finger in or on the lips for “child.” It has been conjectured in the last
instance that the gesture implied, not the mode of taking nourishment,
but inability to speak—in-fans. This conjecture, however, was only
made to explain the blunder of the Greeks, who saw in the hand placed
connected with the mouth in the hieroglyph of Horus (the) son, ¢ Hor-
(p)-chrot,” the gesture familiar to themselves of a finger on the lips to
express ‘silence,” and so mistaking both the name and the characteri-
zation, invented the God of Silence, Harpokrates. A careful examina-
tion of all the linear hieroglyphs given by Champollion (Dictionnaire
E‘gyptien), shows that the tinger or hand to the mouth of an adult
(whose posture is always distinet from that of a child) is always in con-
nection with the positive ideas of voice, mouth, speech, writing, eating,
drinking, &e., and never with the negative idea of silence. The special
character for ¢ child ” always has the above-mentioned part of the sign
with reference to nourishment from the breast.
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Baby, Intant. 4
Place the forefinger in the mouth, i. e., a nursing child. (Arapaho 1.)

(1) Sign for womaun made from shoulder downward; (2) lowered in
accordance with size and height of child. If a baby, both hands open
and palms slightly curled up brought up to front of breast, slight up-
ward and sidewise rocking motion imitated. (Cheyenne 1.)

Lay the back of the right hand in the pahn of the left crosswise on
the left side of the breast, and make the up and down movements as
though holding and dandling an infant. (Dakota 1.) “Sex of the child
ean be designated by its appropriate sign.” : '

Move the opened right hand, palm backward, fingers pointing down-
ward, from the lower part of the chest downward until it is in front
of the lower part of the abdomen, here turn the palm downward and
move the hand forward about eighteen inches; then raise the left
elbow and fix it about six inches forward from the side, the wrist in
front of it and three or four inches higher, holding the hand slightly
flexed, its palm Dbackward and fingers pointing upward, and lay the
back of the opened right hand on the left forearm near the elbow-joint.
(Dakota 1V.) ¢ Giving birth to, and holding in the arm.”

The right arm is flexed and hand brought against abdomen about the
umbilicus. The hand is in position (8§ 1); modified by being inverted.
The hand with palm towards the body then roughly describes ¢ the
curve of Carus” or course of the feetus in delivery. The sign is com-
pleted at end of curve by the hand being held erect, pahn outward,
back towards the body. (Oto I.) ¢That which hath eome forth.”

Right and left hands carried to the left breast as if holding a very
small infant there. (Comanche 1.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—By sucking the finger and placing the hands
a small distance apart to denote the size of the child. (Ballard.)

Dandle an imaginary baby in the arms. (Larson.)

To move the arms as if to dandle a baby in the arms. ( Zeigler.)

Boy.

Hold up the index-finger. (Dodge.) “This is used when indicating
my boy, as when given alone it would also signify man.”

Right hand tightly closed ; then place it before the body, extend the
index pointing upward. (Absaroka 1; Shoshoni and Banak I.)

Place the hand in first position for Mam, then open all of the fingers
and move the hand to the right about a foot to the height of the boy
referred to, the hand to be horizontal, pointing forward, and its back
upward. (Dakota 1V.) ¢ Male one.”
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Boy, girl.

The most natural signs descriptive of the sexual organs. (Comanche1.)

Girl.

Join the two outstretehed thumbs and forefingers and place them be-
fore the crotch. Given when conversing with a person little acquainted
with signs. (Dodge.)

Sign for Squaw. To indicate stature, hold the hand, palm down
and fingers extended and joined, at the proper height. (Arapaho L.)

Pass the flat extended hands, fingers joined, down the sides of the
head as far as the shoulders, when they are drawn forward and outward
a short distance, ending with the tips pointing towards one another and
palms down. Then hold the left hand and arm transversely before the
body, pointing to the right, and pass the right index downward along
the abdomen, passing it underneath the left hand, then outward and
upward, holding the index as high as the face. (Absaroka I; Shoshoni
and Banak 1.) ¢ Woman born.”

Make the ~sign for Weman and designate age approximately by the
distance the right hand is held from the ground, i. e. the child’s height.
The longer hair denoting the sex an! the height age. (Dakota I.)

First make the sign for Woman ; then move the hand, back forward,
down to the height of the girl referred to, turning the fingers upward
and slightly flexing them and gathering their ends (thumb included)
into a circle about two inches in diameter. (Dakota IV.) ¢“The women
wear the hair behind the ears and plaited.” )

Right haud carried to the navel, then with extended palm, fingers
together and pointing downward, move the hand downward to the
groius, and then outward, palm still downward and fingers together.
(Comanche 1.)

Extend the left forearm at an angle of 45°, forward and upward from
the elbow, place the extended flat right hand with the outer edge
against the middle of the forearm, then draw the left towards the
breast, the right retaining its relative position while doing so. (Ute I.)

Both hands arched or eurved, palms facing and about four inches
apart; then place the right hand, fingers extended but joined, to the
left breast. (Apache 1.)

Offspring.

Pass the hand, fingers extended downward and joined, palm toward
the body, downward, close to and in front of the body, changing the
direction ontward between the thighs; literally, *out of the loins,” or
else implying the act of parturition. (Arapcho 1.)

8
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Is “ denoted by aslightly varied dumb show of issnance from the loius,”
the line traced showing a close diagnosis of parturition. (Dakota 1.)

The right hand, baek forward, in the position of an index-hand point-
ing downward, is held before the abdomen and then moved downward
and forward in a curve. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

Place the left elbow against the side of the chest and bring the hand
up to within about eight or ten inches of the face, then lay the right flat
hand edgewise transversely into the angle formed by the left arm and
forearm. (Wyandot 1.)

Children. Young men and women.

Both hands closed and held at the height of the shoulders before the
body, forefingers straight and extended, pointing upward; move them
up and down alternately and repeatedly. (Absaroka I; Shoshoni and
Banak 1) “The individuals; represented by the sign for man.”

Chinaman.

Place the tips of the right hand, thumb, and fingers together, then
from the center or top of the head make a spiral movement downward
and in front of the shoulder reaching as far as the hip. (Absaroka I;
Shoshoni and Banak 1.) ¢ Represents the queue.”

Cinnabayr. See Color, Vermilion.

Clean. :

With the thumb and forefinger of both hands, an arc of a circle
(semicircle), rest of fingers closed, and then the hands are carried
downward at the sides of the face in front of body below the breasts,
tips of fingers and thumb looking inward, and complete by making the
sign for hamdsome. (Dakotal.) *“From ¢handsome, pretty.’ Clean,
pretty face would seem to be intended.”

Clear. (Compare Light.)

The hands are uplifted and spread both ways from the head. (Dun-
bar.)

Both hands with palms downward, fingers extended, pointing straight
to the front (W), are brought together in front of the body on a level
with the stomach, and then moved sidewise from each other on the
same level for a few inches. (Dakota 1.) ¢ Resembles somewhat the
sign for broad, and also for flat, level. The separation of two
bodies, the beavier falling to the bottom as in the clearing of water.”

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Look at the sky and arch the arms and
hands towards it, and move them apart to indicate the absence of ob-
struction by clouds. (Ballard.)
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Clock or watch.

Make the sign for Sun to the right of the body height of head, and
then close all the fingers except the index which points upright, earry
the hand obliquely downward toward the right, describing with the
index a cirele deereasing in size as the hand is carried downward.
(Dakota 1.) ¢ Telling time by the sun’s movements.”

The right hand with the index hooked is made to describe the are of
the horizon before the forehead. The left arm is then semi-ex'tended,
fingers collected, but the index and thumb crooked to form a circle. The
right index in position (IK) now describes a circle over the left index and
thumb as held above; then a second circle to indieate hour-marks is
made in dots, as it were, then the are of the horizon is divided off, as it
were, in points. (Oto andMissouri 1.) ¢ Something eireular that marks
the divisions of daily time.”

Clothing. Blanket, robe.

Pass both fists, crossing, in front of the breasts, as if wrapping one’s
self up. (Wied.) Sign still in use, but nowadays for blanket as well as
robe. (Matthews.)

Robe, red.

First indicate the wrapping about the shoulders, then rub the right
cheek to indieate the red eolor. (Wied.) Here he means blanket, not
buftalo-robe, which shows that in his day the same radical sign was
used for both. (See sign for Blamket.) Buffalo robes were never
painted of a uniform eolor, except when rubbed with white or yellow
earth, never eertainly green or blue throughout; but red, green, and
biue ave favorite eolors tor Mackinaw blankets. The signs for the
colors are the essential points to be noticed in these descriptions. A
color may be indicated by rubbing any object that possesses it, or pre-
tending to rub such an object. (Matthews.)

Robe, green.

Indieate the wrapping about the shoulders, and with the back of the
left hand make the gesture of stroking grass upon the earth. (Wied.)
Same remarks are applicable to this as to Robe, Red, ¢. v. (Mat-
theacs.)

Put them on in pantomime. (Burton.)

Pantomimic show of enveloping oneself in a blanket as worn by In-
dians. (Arapaho 1.)

Both hands elosed, as though loosely elasping the edge of a blanket,
and brought up in front of the middle of the breast, the left hand over
the right, as though folding the blanket around the shoulders. (Chey-
enne 1.)
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Touch the artiele in question; in its absence, a pantomimie show of
where it should be if present. (Arapaho 1.)

Is denoted by crossing both arms in front of the body on a level with
the breast, and elose to the body, with the hands grasping a fold of the
blanket—the same as a shawl would be worn. (Dakota 1.) “From its
use as a covering.”

From an upright position, just above the eorresponding shoulder, palm
forward, move each hand aeross the chest, and, gradually rotating the
hand until its palm is backward, place it against the opposite shoulder,
erossing the fore-arms on the chest, then rub the back of the left hand
with the ends of the fingers of the right. (Dakota IV.) ‘“Wrapping a
blanket around the shoulders.”

Use both hands as it drawing a blanket around the body and shoulders,
crossing the forearms over the breast in doing so. (Dakota VI, VII.)

The arms a e flexed and hands in type-position (8) crossed on the front
of Lreast. Then withdrawn open downwards and outwards over limbs.
Sometimes both ha-ids in above positions are made simply to touch sue-
cessively limbs, body, and arms. (Oto 1.) *That which wraps or in-
closes me.”

The left palin is laid upon the chest, then both hands are opened and
thrown back on a level with the shoulders. The hands are now gradu-
ally crossed on the breast, being closed fist-like as they come together.
(Oto and Missouri 1) “The manner of folding something over the
body.”

Fold arms across the breast, signifying drawing the blanket about the
shoulders. (Sahaptin 1.)

Elevate both hands clinched (A) on a level with the shoulders and
then jerk them across to the opposite shoulder after the manner of wrap-
ping up in a blanket when it is cold. For a buffalo robe the sign is the
same, only a previous sign indicating the robe is used. (Comanche L.)

Of skin, or a buffalo robe.

The hands are placed near the shoulders, as if holding the ends of the
robe, and then crossed, as if drawing the robe tight around the shonlders.
(Long.)

Combine signs for Clothing, Woolen Blanket, and Buf=-
falo. (Arapaho 1.)

Sigu for Skin followed by sign for Blanket. (Cheyenne 1.)

First make the sign for Buflalo, and then the sign for Blanket.
(Dakota 1.) “IFrom its use as a covering.”
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Both hands with thumbs and forefingers extended (K 1), back of hands
outward. are brought to the sides of the head and carried downward
slightly in front of the sides of the body to the level of the lower ribs
where the hands are turned so the thumbs and forefingers point down-
ward. Pants, coat, and every other garment must be pointed to the
position where worn. (Dakota I.) ¢ The entire covering of a person.”

Make the sign for wrapping a blanket around the shoulders, and then
to indicate the hair on the robe, hold the left forearm horizontal and
directed obliquely forward and toward the right, and move the right
hand along it from the elbow to the wrist, the back of the right hand
against the forearm, its fingers and thumb somewhat curved and sepa-
rated, pointing upward (as in P). (Dakota IV.)

Coat.

Separate thie thumb and index-finger of each hand, and press them
downward over the sides of the body. (Wied.) I have describeda sign
much the same for shirt. Perhaps he regarded the Indian hunting-shirt
as a coat, sinee it is used as an outside garment. The motion he de-
seribes depiects the pulling down of a shirt over the head, not the put-
ting on of a coat of European fashion. Coats must have been rare
among the Upper Missouri Indians in 1834. He says that the thumb
and forefinger are separated (but being thus mentioned together he
evidently saw them approximated). I have described them as in con-
tact. Perhaps the sign is variable to this trifling degree even when
made by the same person, the mere indication of the pulling down of the
shirt being the essential point. (Matthews.)

With the fingers held as for Dress, Tunic, but with the thumbs
pointing, first carry the right hand along the left arm from the wrist to
the shounlder and the left hand along the right arm. (Dakota IV.) “Cov-
ering the arms.” i

The left arm is partially elevated and semi-extended in a passive man-
ner from the body. The right hand is then brought over the extended
left in type-position (W). The baek of hand more arched, and is drawn
up over the left arm and vice versa. The fingers of both hands are then
twisted over each other at points from the neck down the chest as in
buttoning. (Ote and Missouri 1.) * Something that covers our arms
and is buttoned around the body.”

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Indicated by moving the hands along the
arms up toward the shoulders. (Ballard.)

Take hold of the front lappel of the coat with one hand to make a
movement of it back and front, and point to it with the other, nodding
the head as if to indicate goods of the same kind. (Hasenstab.)
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——— Dress, Tunie.

With the forefingers extended and pointing inward, backs forward,
and thumbs extended and pointing backward, the other fingers closed,
move the hands from the front of the shoulders downward to the
waist. (Dakota IV.) “The motion of passing a garment over the head
and covering the body from the shoulders down.”

Shirt, hunting.

The forefinger and thumb so opposed as to form a curve are passed
near the surface of the body, from the forehead to the abdomen. (Long.)

Forefingers pointing towards the hips, bronght up along the sides
and above the shonlders and pointed backwards. This sign may be
reversed. (Cheyenne 1.)

Same as the sign for Clothing. (Dakota 1.)

The tips of the thumbs of each hand are opposed to one or more of
the corresponding fingers and the hands are then passed rapidly down-
ward in front from the top of the head to below the stomach. (Mandan
and Hidatsa 1.)

Trowsers.

With the fingers held as for Tunie, carry the hands from the knees
upward to the waist. (Dakota IV.)

Cloud.

Begin with the sign of water, then raise the two hands as high as the
forehead and, placing them with an inclination of 159, let them gently
eross one another. (Dunbar.)

(1) Both hands partially closed, palms facing and near each other,
brought up to level with or slightly above but in front of the head; (2)
suddenly separated sidewise, describing a curve like a scallop; this scal-
lop motion is repeated for “many clouds.” (Cheyenne 1.)

Both arms fully extended at the sides of the body with hands hori-
zontal, straight out, palms downward (W), are brought together with a
curved motion in front of, but higher than, the head, so that the tips of
the fingers meet backs of hands upward (\W). (Dakota I.) Resembles

the sign for Night or Darkness. “The coming together of clouds.
Darkness in the heavens.”

Cloudiness, dampness.

May be signitied by making the sign for Smoke, the hand ascend-
ing, then deseending, by eonstantly revolving motion. (Arapaho 1.)
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Club.

Point to a piece of wood with the right index (M), and then strike the
palm of the flat, horizontal left hand (X)), held in front of the body,
fingers pointing toward the right, with the edge of the tingers of the
right crosswise. (Dakota 1.) ¢ From striking with a club.”

Coal.

" The left hand is carried down and held at the level of and in front of
the left breast from a little higher elevation, with palm inward, fingers
joined extended, slightly arched, and pointing towards the right, hand
horizontal (bank or bluff), and then the right hand in the same position,
except ends of extended fingers pointing toward the left, is carried out
in front of the body,and its back struck several times against the palm
of the left (hard), and then the right index is carried from left to right
along the middle of the palm of the yet stationary left (this indicates
the vein of coal,) and then the left hand is dropped down in front. The
thickness of the vein itself and its depth below the surface can also be
approximately indicated in this sign. No written language could con-
vey to the mind a more graphic picture than does this to the person
who has ever ascended the Missouri, and seen the veins of coal cropping
out of the river bluffs and banks. (Dakota I.) “A vein of coal crop-
ping out of a bank.”

Cofiee. .

Left-band fist (A 1) held to the left side of body in front of stomach, :
the right hand brought over it, end of index resting on end of thumb
(other fingers closed), back of hand upward ; then the right is turned in
a circular manner as though turning the handle of an upright coffee-
mill. The sign for Kettle can be made to indicate the boiling of the
coffee or the sign for Drinking to indicate that it is made. (Dakota L)
“ From the grinding of the coffee.”

The arms are semi-extended and hands (as in type-posture (€' 1) modi-
fied by being borizontal) made to rub circularly, the palms slightly
separated This is followed by signs for Water, Fire, and Drink.
(Oto1.) “Something to be ground, then subjected to fire and water, and
drunk.”

Coin.
A shaking of fingers and thumbs. (Macgowan.)

The fingers of the right hand closed, leaving the thumb and index
curved, with tips joining, thus forming a circle. The hand is then held
outward toward the right side, showing the circle to the observer.
(Absaroka 1; Shoshoni and Banak 1.) * Round, like silver or gold coin.”

Join the tips of the thumb and forefinger of the same hand, the inte-
rior outline approximating a circle. (Arapaho L.)
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The arm is raised to the head, and the right index finger hooked
describes the hat-mark of the forehead in sign for White man or
American. The arms then diverge wave like from the sides of the body.
The left hand is then bronght before the body. The index and thumb
form a cirele in imitation of the outline of the silver dollar, as in ().
The extended right index finger is then drawn across the cirele of the
left hand twice. (Oto and Missouri.) * The round, marked currency of
the white man.”

Coitus.

The extended index of the right hand (the hand usually back down-
wards, other fingers flexed) is grasped by Jeft hand, paln upwards. In
this position the index is usnally moved back and forth, i. e.,in and out,
once or oftener. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

Australian sign.—Fingers of both hands closely interlocked, backs up
and horizontal. This is used ceremonially in offering their women to a
visitor as a rite of hospitality. (Smyth.)

Cold. :

The same as for Air, but when applied to a person the right hand is
shut and held up nearly opposite the shoulder, and put into a tremulous
motion. (Dunbar.)

« The arms with elinehed hands held dp before the breast, thrown into
a tremulous motion, as if shivering with eold. (Long.)

(1) Both hands, palms facing breast, awkwardly closed, as though
pumb with cold, and brought to a level with the shoulders which (2)
ghrugged ; (3) hands slightly motioned downward, forward, and side-
wise, to imitate violent trembling. (Cheyenne 1.)

Hold the elinched right hand (or both) in front of the shounlder, then
eause the fist to tremble as if shivering from cold. (Dakota VIL)

With both fists elinched and -held drawn up near to the shoulders,
imitate trembling, as from cold. (Dakota VI; Hidatsa L; Arikara L.)

Both hands elinched, cross the forearms before the breast with a
trembling motion. (Hidatsa 1; Arikara 1.)

Both arms are unitformly flexed and made to approach the chest. The
hands are (in type-postureT(IB 1) modified by palms facing chest) then
made to tremble before the body. (Ote 1.) “ That makes me shake or
tremble.”

Elevate both hands, clinched, to the shoulders; then let them shiver
a little back and forth. This sign, varied as follows, indicates chill and
fever. After the cold sign is used, place both hands clinehed (IB) beside
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the temples, and let the fingers fly outward, and clineh them again, and
let them fly outward again. This indicates fever in the head. (Comanchel.)

Same sign as for Winter. (dpache I.)

It is.
Wrap up, shudder, and look disagreeable. (Burton.)

Cross both hands (IB) at the wrists a few inches in front of the body
on a level with the breast, and then make a shivering motion with both
handsand arms. (Dakotal.) ¢Resemblessomewhat the sign for Blam=
ket; coverimg. The idea of shivering with cold.”

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Shudder with the shoulders. (Ballard.)
Shiver, with your fists near the breast. (Cross.)

Make a rapid movement of the clinched hands from and toward each
other with the eyes lifted toward the person spoken to, and then point
in the direction from which the wind is blowing, so as to indicate that
the weather is cold. (Hasenstab.)

To shiver, moving the closed fists. (Larson.)

Close the fists and draw the arms toward the body with a motion of
shivering. (Zeigler.)

Color.

First and second fingers of the right hand extended, thumb resting
on the third finger which with the little finger is closed, are brought to
the front of the body and to the left side over the left hand, which is held
slightly oblique (IB) on the left side of the body about a foot to the front
of the left breast, and then the two extended fingers of the right hand
are rubbed over the back of the left hand.

This is generic. The particular color must be designated after mak-
ing this sign in each instance by touching something of that color.
(Dakota 1) ¢ Mixing the paint on the hand to see its color before using;
much the same as painters try a color on a board, or anything with a
proper back ground to display it.”

Black, White, Red, Blue, Yellow, etc.

With arm elevated, semi-flexed, the hand in position (IK) pointed to
these difterent colors, whether represented in the vault of the firmament
or articles of dress. White is sometimes indicated by pointing to the
sun, and black by pointing to sun then executing sign for No or the
Sumn’s Setting. (0toI.) ¢“As objects appear.”

—— — Black.

Rub the hair on the right side of the head with the flat hand. ( Wied.)
The hair of the Indians being nearly always black, that object is natur-
ally selected as indication of that color.

&)
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First make the sign for Color, and then touch something black:
(Dakota 1.) «Designating a particular color.”

Rub along the back of the left hand with the palm of the fingers ot
the right, back of left up palm of right down. Or point at a black ob-
jeet. (Dakota 1V.) ‘

Pass the fingers of the right hand gently over the hair on the right
side of the head. (Dakota V.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Show the end of the nail of one finger of the
one hand with the forefinger of the other hand pointing at it, on account
of the color of the dirt under the nail. (Larson.)

Blue.

With two fingers of the right hand rub the back of the left. (Wied.)
It is conjectured that the veins on the back of the hand are indicated.

First make the sign for Color, and then touch something blue.
(Dakota 1.) “ Designating color.”
Gray.

First make the sign for Color, and then touch something of gray
color with the right index. (Dakota I.) ¢ Designating color.”

Green.

With the back of the left hand make the gesture of stroking grass
upon the earth. ( Wied.)

First make the sign for Color, and then touch something of green
eolor. (Dakota 1.) ¢Designating color.”

Poiut at a green object and then rub the radial edge of the left hand
with the fingers of the right. (Dakota IV.) “Colors are usnally desig-
nated by pointing at or rubbing some object of the color referred to.”

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Point the finger to grass. (Larson.)

Red.

Rub the right cheek to indicate the red color. (Wied.) The red re-
fers to the paint habitually used on the checks, not to the natural skin.
The Indians know better than to designate between each other their
natural color as red, and have been known to give the designation red
man to the visiting Caucasian, whose blistered skin often better deserves
the epithet, which they only apply to themselves in converse with the
conquering race that insisted upon it. The author mentions in another
connection that the Mandans used red on the eheek more than on other
parts of the body on whieh parts other eolors were generally displayed.
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Make the sign for Color, and then tonch any red object with the
right index. (Dakota I.) :

Hold the left hand as for Spotted, and rub its upper edge with the
euds of the fingers of the right hand. (Dakota I'V.)

Rub the cheek with the fingers. (Dakotd VL)

" Rub the right cheek with the palmar surface of the extended fingers
of the right hand. (Kaiowa I; Comanche I11; Apache 1I; Wichita I1.)
- ¢“From the custom of colomng the cheeks red. "

Rub the cheek Wlth the palmar surface of the extended and joined
fingers of the right hand. Sometimes both liands are used in commu-
nication with Americans. (Ute L)

Vermillion, cinnabar.

Rub the right cheek with the-fingers of the rlght hand. (Wied.)
Still in use. (Matthews.)

White.

With the underside of the fingers of the right hand rub gently upon
that part of the left hand which corresponds with the knitting of the
bones of the forefinger and thumb. (Dunbar.)

First make the sign for Color, and then touch anything white with
the right index. (Dakota I.) ;

Extend the left hand, palm up, flat, with fingers spread before the
bedy, and draw the index of the right from the tip of the middle finger
of the left back across the palm to the wrist. Light color compared
with the darkness of the skin generally. (Ute I.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Point the finger to the human skin. (Lar-
son.)

Yellow.
Sign for Color, and then touch something yellow. (Dakota 1.)
“Designating color.”

Comb.

Jurve the spread fingers of the right hand into a half circle, then
pass them over the hair of the right side from above downward, as if
combing one’s self. The hand is then brought forward again, still in
the same condition, to indicate tlie object. (Dakota V.)

Combat. Sece Battle.

Come, To; to arrive.
The forefinger moved from right to left with an interrupted motion as
if imitating the alternate movement of stepping. (Dunbar.)
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Elevate the index finger near the face, extend the hand, and return it
with a number of gentle jerks. (Wied.) The simple idea of “come” is
expressed by a straight and unvarying motion of the finger, as you
imitate in your remark. Prince W. gives here a variation which signi-
fies coming from a distance or making a journey with halts. He says
“gentle jerks;” I say ‘“wavering motion.” We both mean the same
thing. The interruption of motion may indicate nightly camps. (Mat-
thews.) The right arm extended with the hand in type-position (K 1),
index a little more opened, pointing to the individual, then describing
an arc towards the body with slight jerking, the index sharply hooked.
There appears to be reasonable similarity to Wied. It is probable that,
were the latter description more explicit, with some allowance for mis-
interpretation, the identity of the conceptions and similarity of signs
would be more plain. (Boteler.) “To approach or draw near unto in
both.”

(1) Forefinger of right hand pointed to person addressed, the finger
tips pointing upwards and palm inward; (2) hand drawn toward face.
In rapid communication, the pointing with the forefinger is superseded
by a motion of the whole hand towards the object addressed. The back
of the hand is kept towards the person, the finger tips upward, palm in-
ward, and motion made towards the speaker’s face with the first two or
three fingers of his right hand. (Cheyenne 1.)

Hold the left hand a foot in frout of the chest, its back forward,
fingers pointing a little upward toward the right, and bring the palm
of the right hand backward against it smartly, the fingers of the right
pointing a little upward toward the left. (Dakota IV.)

Elevate the right hand, back forward, quickly elevate the index and
throw it back into its place again. (Dakota VI; Hidatsa I; Arikara L.)

The right arm is extended forwards nearly or quite to full length, the
right hand erected by full flexion of the wrist, making the back of the
hand look forwards, the index ouly is extended. Then the hand is
drawn inwards close to the chest. This is used for Come in both an
indicative and imperative sense. (Mandan and Hidatsa I1.)

Place the closed hand, flexed at the wrist and pointing upward, palm
toward the face at arm’s length to the front and right of the body, ele-
vate the index, and bring it slowly in jerks toward the body. (HKaiowa
I; Comanche I1L; Apache 11; Wichita IL.)

(In the imperative.)

Right hand extended length of arm, palm upward (Y), bring it to you.
The same sign is used by whites in the States. (Comanche 1.)
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I or we.

Place both hands palm to palm, and pass them in gentle and inter-
rupted arched movements to the front, resembling the motion of walk-
ing. (Pai-Ute1.)

Back,

Beckon in the European way, and draw the forefinger toward your-
self. (Burton.)

(1) Sign for o aways; (2) sign for Comes; that is, gone away and
come back. (Cheyenne 1.)

The sign can be made by a simple motion of the right hand perpen-
dicular, held at the arm’s extended capacity at the side of the body and
drawn back toward the left in front of the body, provided the person
being called back is near enough to see it. (Dakota 1.) “Calling a
person back.”

Deaf-mute natural sign—Stretch out the hand to denote going away,
and then move it towards one’s self. (Ballard.)

Here.

The hands stretched outward with the palm under, and brought back
with a curve motion downward and inclining to the body. (Dunbar.)

Beckon with the forefinger as is done in Europe, not as is done in the
East. (Burton.)

(1) The sign for Come 1s first made; (2) drooped fingers slightly ex-
tended and reversed frown position assumed in making the sign for
“come;” (3) suddenly dropped to indicate desired position. (Chey-
enne 1.)

Place the right index upright, back forward, at height of shoulder, at
arm’s length, other fingers closed, thumb against middle finger, then
bring the hand near to the shoulder. (Dakota 1V.)

The right arm was extended and the hand in type-position (K 1),
modified by being held back outward and downward, palm unpward
and inward, was made to point with index to the object. The arm is
then gradually and uniformly flexed toward the body; the hand in
above position approaching the body, palm upward, in a semicircle or
by jerks, the index sharply hooked. (Oto and Missouri L.) “Draw near
me.”

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Moving the hand toward one’s self. (Bal-
lard.)

Use the open hand as if to beckon to somebody to come, and, at the
same time, nod the head. (Hasenstab.)
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Come to this place, To.

- Make the sign for Come, and as the hand is brought in tfront ot
the body throw the palm against the horizontal palm of the left hand.
(Kaiowa 1; Comanche 111; Apache 1I; Wichita 11.)

Coming (participle).

Right hand and arm extended, hand clinehed, index-finger pointing
outward. Then bring the hand slowly to the body, the index-finger
meanwhile moving backward and forth, as if it alone were motioning
some one to come. (Comanche 1.)

Arrival from a great distance. .

The hand is placed as in Come, but as far to the front as possible,
and then drawn slowly toward the body, sometimes with a laterally
tortuous motion. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

Of a person ; to arrive; soon to be here.

Place the forefinger in a vertieal position, with the arm extended to-
wards the point from which the person eame, or is to come, then bring
it gradually near the body, but not in contact with it, or, it he continued
on, carry it in the direction he passed. (Long.)

Clap the hands, elevating the index-finger of the right hand. ( Wied.)

. Is always used in conneetion with the object acting ; forinstance, ap-
proaching objects arc pointed ont, described, ennumerated, and sign for
“ecome” made from the direetion of the approaching object to the front
of the person speaking. (Cheyenne 1.) :

Of a person.

Right armn fully extended to the right side of the body (which must
be so placed that the hand in this position will point in the direction
in which the person is coming), forefinger extended, straight, upright,
resting on the thumb extended along it (other fingers closed), baek of
hand outward; bring the hand to the body (breast) in this position by
a series of jerking movements (nearly stopping its motion), in imitation
of the stepping of the coming person. From the walking movements of
the approachking person. Come,—In the sense of he Has eome; he Has
arrived; he Is here. On the completion of the above sigﬁ, clap the
hands once at the left side of the body, indicating the person has come
to his journey’s end. (Dakota 1.)

Hold the right hand at arm’s length, a little higher than the shoulder,
palm turned toward the face, and index elevated; then bring it back-
ward in an interrupted motion to near the breast, where the left palm is
held edgewise, pointing forward, when the ball of the right hand is
bronght against it with a slap. (Dakota VII.)
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Toward you.

Right hand flat and extended, held edgewise, thrust the hand forward
in a curve either upward or do“ nward. (Omaha L.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Stretch up the open hand over the shoulder
or the hand, indicating the height of the persou coming, next point to
him, and then use the open hand as if to beckon to come, and at the same
time nod the head. (Husenstad.)

Companion; in company. (Compare Relationship.)
The two forefingers are extended and placed together, with their backs
upward. This sign is also used. for Husband. (Long.)

Two forefingers held motionless together, touching throughout their
length in front of breast, backs upward. (Cheyenne 1.)

The forefinger of each hand extended, pointing straight to the front
and joined (all other fingers of both hands closed), hands horizontal,
backs upward, on level of the stomach, and close to the body, are car-
ried forward for about eighteen inches with a eurved upward movement,
so that when the sign is completed the fingers are on a level with the
upper part of the breast, pointing obliquely upward. (Dakota I.) *In-
separable, united, equal.”

The arms are flexed before the body and the hands, in type position
(S), approximated palms in contact, before the chest. The arms are
then semi-extended, and the indices in type position (J), horizontal, are
crossed, the hands, thus ‘in situ,” describe a wave-like motion forward,
as in going on one’s way together with one to whom we are attached.
‘(Oto and Missouri 1.) ‘A friend who is dear and accompanies me.”

Both hands closed (M) and brought within two inches of each other,
index-fingers pointing outward, then let both hands move outward a
foot or so. (Comanche L.)

Traveling. See Friend.

For life. See Husband and Wife, the Same, Equal.

Comparison; More, Most.
In comparison the signs for Little and Big are used as represent-
ing “more,” “most.” (Dakota L.)

Complaisance. (Compare Glad.)

Compulsion.
Italian sign.—The thumb is held under the chin to indicate being laid
‘under necessity. (Butler.)
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Contempt. Insult. (Compare Disgust.)

Close or shut the right hand and hold it drawn toward the chest and
on a level with it, with the palm up and the shut fingers and thumb
up; and the expression of contempt is given by extending out the hand
and arm directly in from the body, at the same time opening the thumb
and fingers wide and apart, so that at the termination of the motion the
arm is nearly extended and the thumb and fingers all radiating out as
if it were from the center of the hand, and the palm of the hand still
pointing upward. (Ojibwa 111.)

Indicate by turning from the object, move both hands and arms to
right or left, with palms outward, as if in the act of pushing away the
person or object ; stand erect or lean back a little. (Ojibwa IV.)

My observations agree with Dr. Matthews, connection with ¢ bad,” (see
p. 26, Introdunetion to the Study of Sign-Language, by G. Mallery), and
also with Gilfillan (loco citato), as expressing the highest degree of ¢ con-
tempt ;” at the same time the contempt is expressed by facial emotions.
(Dakota 1.) * Derivative of bad.”

This is expressed by the sign for Bad, but the motion is more forci-
bly made. If the person at whose expense the sign is made is present,
the hand is moved toward him and the face is sometimes averted from
him. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

Italian sign.—Thrust out the forefinger and the little finger, calling the
gesture by a name very similar in sound to “fig.” “To turn up the
nose at” (English phrase) is translated into the Italian gesture by doing
the thing it describes, and possibly owes its origin to the same gesture.
(Butler.)

Content. See Glad.

Corn.

Same as the sign for the Arikara Indians, which see. Planting
corn is made with the right haud nearly as (U), pointing toward the ground
at the right side of the body, and moved along as though dropping the

ains of corn into a hill, and then the hand is turned so that the fingers
point upward, which probably indicates that the corn has been planted.
I'am not aware that the sign resembles any other made by the Sioux,
but the hand is invariably turned upward at the time indicated above.
(Dakota I.) ¢ From the planting of corn.” e

Same sign as for Avikara. (Kaiowa I; Comanche I11; Apache 1I;
Wichita I1.)

. Collect the fingers and thumb of the right hand to a point, pass the
tips upward from the height of the pubis as high as the head, then pre-
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tend to grasp an imaginary objeet, holding the radial side of the hand
downward toward the left, then throw the hand foreibly on its back over.
toward the right. Represents the stalk and the breaking oft of the ear.
(Ute 1.)

Standing.

Close the right hand, extend the index, holding it upward, back of
hand near the ground, and gradnally and interruptedly elevated to the
height of the head. (UteI.)

Correct. Sece True.

Counting, or numeration.

The fingers and thumbs expanded count ten. In order to proceed
with the enumeration by tens the hands must be elinched, and if again
expanded it counts twenty, and so on, the hands being clinched between
every ten. In order to indicate the digits, clineh the hands and extend
the little finger of the left hand for one, extend also the ring finger for
two, and so on, the thumb for five ; these must remain extended whilst
the thumb of the right is extended for six, &e. Any number within five,
above any number of tens, is indicated by clinching the left hand and
crossing the right over it, with the requisite number of fingers extended.
For the number of sixteen, exhibit the sign of ten and then extend four
fingers and the two thumbs in the order of enumeration ; for seventeen,
proceed by extending the forefinger of the right hand, and so on to
twenty. In this manner any sumn can be denoted, always holding the
backs of the hands upward. When enumerating a small number where
a considerable exertion of the memory is requisite, the Indians extend
the left hand with the palm upward, whilst with the index of the right
the fingers are successively bent into the palm, beginning as before with
the little finger, and the greater ditticulty in recalling to mind the num-
bers or events the wore apparent resistanee is offered to the inflexion of
the finger. (Long.)

Elevate the index-finger and move it forward to indicate one, twice
for two, etc. When counting on the fingers begin at the left hand.
(Wied.)

Show the required number of fingers; the system of tens obtains.
(Arapaho 1.)

Left hand held up to, on a level with, and in front of the shoulder,
right hand partially closed, forefinger slightly extended and (2) touched
suceessively to the fingers of the left hand from little finger to forefin-

_ger. This is the abstract idea of counting. (Cheyenne 1.)

Left hand (P) extended in front of body, then with the right hand, of
which the thumb and forefinger are extended (K 1), tap with the fore-
10
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tinger of the right hand each finger and thumb of the left hand ; closing
the finger at the time of tapping, it indieating that it has been counted.
Where multiples of ten are to be used, one or both hands, as may be
required, are held in front of the body nearly together, with fingers
extended, palm outward, hands upright, and the fingers closed and
opened as often as may be necessary.

Your remarks on page 23 of ¢ Introduction to the study of sign lan-
guage,” after Kohl’s sign for ¢ Quantity, many, mueh,” are correct. That
observer has without donbt confounded these signs, as I have seen
many Indians, belonging to different tribes, nsing the sign he gives for
quantity in counting, and if there is any one universal sign it is this one
for eounting. (Dakota 1.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Move alternately each forefinger on the tips
of all the fingers. (Larson.)

Tonch the fingers one after another with one finger. (Cross.)

Country, Land.

Point toward the ground a short distance before the body, slightly
stooping, and directing the eyes to the same point. (Absaroka I; Sho-
shoni and Banak 1.) ¢ When the country is at a distance, the fist is
thrown toward the ground, outer edge down, at arm’s length, in the
direction of the location of the region.”

My.

First make thesign for Country, followed by that for Mine. (4b
saroka I; Shoshoni and Banak 1.) ¢ When possession is elsewhere the
arm is extended in that direction, which, with the sign for Posses=
sion, signifies My country, the sign for the latter being dropped.”

Courtship.

Place the closed right hand near the hip, the index extended and point-
ing forward, the thumb extended toward the left and upward at right
angles to the axis of the index, then move the hand forward to arm’s
length, rotating the hand and forearm during motion. (Kaiowa I; Co-
manche 111; Apache 1L; Wichita IL.)

Cow.

The two forefingers brought up to the side of the head and extended
ontwards so as to represent the position of the horns. (Dunbar.)

‘(/1) SignIfor Bison ; (2) motion of milking made with both hands.
(Cheyenne 1.)

Hold the crooked right index at the right side of the head to repres-

sent the horus, and then make the sign for Female, applied to ani-
-mals. (Dakota 1.) “Horns and sex.”
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Coward, cowavdice. See Fear.

Crane.

Open both hands, move them from the sides of the chest outward and
baekward (as if swimming, but near the body); then close the right
hand, leaving the forefinger extended and slightly curved ; pass it from
before the ehin, upward, forward, and slightly downward, forming an
are to indicate the long neck of the bird. (Dakota V.)

Crazy or demented.

Raise right hand, with fingers partly distended, above the head, the
hand drooping, and make quick eireles close around top of the head from
right to left, and a shake of the head. (Ojibwa IV.)

Move the opened right hand through a cirele above and around the
head. (Dakota IV.) ¢ Head turned.”

Cross, Sulky.

Place clinched right hand (€ with thumb close to forehead), turn the
hand till palm faces outward, then move it to the front slightly. (Chey-
enne I1.)

Same as the sign for Amger, not made however with as much force
and omitting any deeided faeial expression. (Dakota L) ¢Derivative
of anger.”

Crow.
Fingers and thumb of right hand brought to a point and motion of
pecking slightly made. (Cheyenne 1.)

Cutting anything in picces.

Draw the right hand, palin backward, fingers pointed obliquely up-
ward toward the left, four or five times across the advanced left hand,
forearm, and arm, each time at a different place. (Dakota IV.)

With an ax.

With the right hand flattened (X ehanged to right instead of left),
palm upward, move it downward toward the left side repeatedly from
different elevations, ending eaeh stroke at the same point. (Dakotal, V.)
“From the act of felling a tree.”

Repeat the sign for AX several times, mnaking the euts from differ-
ent points, but terminating about the same place each time. (Dakota
VI1; Hidatsa I1; Arikare 1.)

With a knife.

Left hand (M 1) extended in front left side of body on level breast,
and the right hand (S) brought erosswise over the extended fingers just
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below the knuckles. (Dakota 1) ¢Cutting anything in two with a
knife.”

(1) Left hand open, flattened and held ont, fingers of right hand also
open and flattened and placed above left hand, little finger toward palm
of left hand ; (2) suddenly drawn once or twice across the palm of the
left hand to imitate the act of cutting. (Cheyenne 1.)

With the right hand, or index only, imitate cutting the left forefinger
as if it were a stick. (Dakota VI1I.)

The hands are held as in sign for KKmife, and then the right hand is
moved upon the left crosswise to represent the act of cutting. (Mandan
and Hidatsa 1.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Place the forefinger of one hand upon that
of the other, and slide it along in imitation of the action. (Ballard.)

/
Use the shut hands as if to cut a stick with a kunife. (Hasenstab.)
ance, Calumet.
The hand extended with the edge upward, and with the arm waved
sideways, with a motion like that of a swing. (Long.)

Danece, To. Dancing.
Rise on toes and fall two or three times, the hands and arms by the
side naturally. (OQjibira IV.)

Fingers and thumb of the right hand hooked (IE), hand horizontal,
back outward at the right side of the body is carried up and down sev-
eral times with a moderately guick movement, ending each at the same
point, in imitation of the up and down motion of the body in Indian
dancing, consisting in keeping time with the legs to the tom-tom. (Da-
kota I.) ‘“From a method of dancing.”

Danger.

Crouch the body slightly, bend the knees forward, bend the head for-
ward, raise the shoulders a trifle, extend both hands in front naturally,
palms down, bend elbow at nearly right angles, right hand in advance
of left, move both slowly down a few inches and hold still. (Qjibiwca IV.)

Right hand with first and second fingers extended (others closed,
thumb resting on third finger (N 1), exeept that the hand is horizontal,
back upward), direetly forward in front of the right shoulder and then
drawn back at the same time the body is thrown back. Cautious, pru-
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dent are indicated in this sign. The idea being that the person shall
be cautious in his movements as there may be danger ahead. (Da-
kota 1.)

Bring the body quickly to an erect posture, at the same time gazing
intently toward the expected source of danger with a look of fright.
( Wyandot 1.)

. Place band iu front of breast, fingers hooked as though holding a
knife, back outward (I 1, horizontal and back outward), then make
motion as though eutting ont the heart, first with the downward move-
ment turning back of fist upward, then with the quick movement up-
ward throwing back ontward again. (Sakaptin 1) ¢ Cutting out the
heart.”

Bring the right hand from the right side and back of the body as if
grasping a twig, bring the hand before the breast, make the sign for
Battle, for No,and for Go. (Apachel.) “Information of the coming
of that which will cause a fight, or questionable security, and a desire
to go rather than encounter it.”

£ Dangerous.

The left fist placed horizontally before the lower end of the sternum,
the right forearm passing before it pointing to the front and left, so that
the fist is about four inches before the left. Then raise the left fist
slightly and throw it forward and down to the same horizon forcibly,
followed by the right which forms a larger semicircle and ceases before
the left as previously. (Kaiowa I; Comanche II1; Apache I1; Wichita T1.)

Darkness. (Compare Night.)

Make the sign for Sum, then extend the hands horizontally forward,
backs upward, and pass one over the other two or three times touching
it. (Long.)

Both hands spread out flat and cross vertically past each other before
the face and neck. (Cheyenne 1.)

Same as the sign for Night or Clouds. (Dakota I.)

Deaf-mute natural sign.—Point at your eyes partly shut and then turn
your face to the sky with your hand waving over your head. (Cross.)

Daughter. See Relationship, daughter.

Day. (Compare Sum and East; and Long, in lapse of time.)

Place both hands at some distance in front of the breast, apart and
back downward, elevate the index finger and move it forward to indi-
cate one, twice for two, etc. ( Wied.) This is still in use. The holding
up of the index-fingers is not essential. When the haunds are held as
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deseribed they are first placed near to one another and then moved
apart, as you suggest. Sinee my memory is assisted I remember this
sign well. (Matthew.) There is no observable differenee in either exe-
cution or conception between the sign (Oto and Missouri I) and Wied’s,

(Boteler.)

Make a eircle with the thumb and forefinger of both hands in sign of
the sun. (Burton.)

Bring both hands simultaneously from a position in front of the body,
fingers extended and joined, palms down one above the other, forearms
horizontal, in a circularly separating manner, to their respective sides,
palms up and forearms horizontal; i.e., “everything is open.” This
sign is the reverse of that for Night. (Arapaho 1.)

Another sign may be indicated by making the sign for Sleep, and
one finger touched or held up above, being the equivalent of ‘“one sleep,”
one day. (Arapaho 1.)

Forefinger of right hand crooked and held toward the east to repre-
sent the sun, hand elevated, finger nppermost aud passed in a semicircle
down toward the west. Both hauds slightly spread out and elevated to
a point in front and eonsiderably above the head, then brought down in
semieirele to level below shonlders ending with ontspread palms upward.
(Cheyenne 1.)

When speaking of a day, they pass the finger slowly along the entire
vault of heaven, commeucing at the east and terminating in the west.
This is the sign for “one day.” (Ojibwa 1.)

Both hands loosely extended, palms down, the right lying over the
left ; then pass them outward toward their respective sides turning the
palms up in so doing. (Absaroka I; Shoshoni and Banak 1; Wyandot 1.)

" Both hands (W) are raised above the head the extended fingers hori-
zontal, pointing toward each other (meeting), palms down, arms neces-
sarily somewhat bowed. Open up the hands so that the fingers point
upright and at once carry the arms out to their full extent to the sides
on the level of the shonlders, bringing the palms up (X). (Dakota 1.)
“The opening of the day from above.” “The dispersion of darkness.”

From positions a foot or eighteen inches in front of the lower part of
the chest, the open hands pointing forward, near together, palms up-
ward, are to be separated by carrying them outa foot or eighteen inches.
(Dakota 1V.) “All open.”

Another: From positions a foot or eighteen inehes in front of the low er
“part of the chest, pointing obliquely forward and inward, palms down-
ward, the right two or three inches above the left, separate the hands
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about two feet, carrying each one outward through an arc, gradually
turning the palms until they are upward. Uncovering the sun. (Da-
kota IV.)

A day is indicated by making the sign for Sum, and moving the
hand thus formed from the left horizon to the right, forming a half cirele,
and indicating the course of the sun through the sky (Dakota V.)

Right hand elosed, forming a circle with the index and thumb, move
the hand from east to west, following the course of the sun. (Dakota VIL.)

The head is turned toward the orient and eyes wonderingly upwards.
The right arm is then elevated semi-flexed to level of left shoulder. The
hand in position (J 1) modified by index being a little more opened (and
horizontal palm inwards). The hand thus pointing toward eastern
horizon, is made to traverse the arc of the vault of the heavens, followed
by the eyes until it stops on level with right shoulder, arm extended,
erooked index pointing west. (Oto and Missouri 1.) “The time between
the rise and encompassed by the course and setting of the sun.”

Both flat hands with palms down are held horizontally before the
breast, the right over the left, then throw them outward toward their
respective sides, turning the palms up in doing so. (Kaiowa I; Coman-
che 111 ; Apache 11; Wichita I1.)

Close the right hand leaving the index bent in the form of a half
circle, the index also extended, then pass the hand from east to west.
(Pai-Ute 1.)

Sign made for Sum, and pass across the zenith from east to west.
(Apache 1.)

ThumDb and index cireled ; sweep hand from east to west across the
sky. In rapid use thumb and index are often parted, and the hand is
swept through a very short arc, not above shoulder. (Apache I11.)

The French deaf-mutes fold the hands upon each other and the breast,
“then raise them, palms inward, to beyond each side of the head.

To-day. (Compare Now.)
Touch the nose with the index tip, and motion with the fist toward
the ground. (Burton.)

(1) Both hands extended, palms outward; (2) swept slowly forward
and to each side, to convey the idea of openness. (Cheyenne L) This
may combine the idea of now with openness, the first part of it resem-
bling the general deaf-mute sign for Here or Now.
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Designate the hour simply. See Hour. (Arapaho L)

Point with the hand to the cast, and earry it slowly overhead to the
west. (Iroquois 1.)

First make the sign for Now, and then the sign for Iay. (Dakota
L) “XNow with openness.”

Make the sign for DDay, to signify the period of time distinet from
night. This being completed, the right hand was brought in modified
position (L), from the stop at right to the center of forehead and made to
deseribe a semicirele forward from the body toward the grcund. The
finger remains hooked and palm outward and downward. (Oto and
Missouri 1) “The day that is now before me, or present time.”

Evening. _

Forefinger of right hand crooked as in sign for Morning, and low-
ered toward the west, followed by the sign for Night. (Cheyenne I.)

Make the sign for Sum, and hold it toward the western horizon.
(Absaroka 1; Shoshoni and Banak 1.)

The right hand and arm, the former in modified position (K), index is
more opened ; hand is horizontal and palm inward; execute the sign for
Day. At the completion of this sign the hand is quickly everted and
assumes type position (M); index is moved to the west. In this sign,
as well as that for noon, morning, day, to-morrow, yesterday, &c., the sub-
jeet must be with his back to the north and right hand west. (Oto and
Missouri L) ¢ When the sun goes down or at the conclusion of the day.”

Point the extended index to the western horizon, or a little lower, by
curving the index in that direetion, the palm being below and still hori-
zontal with the shoulder. (Pai-Ute L.)

Make the sign for Sum, passing the hand slowly from the western
horizon to a short distance below it, holding it there a moment.
(Katowa I; Comanche IIT; Apache I1; Wichita 1L.)

Hour, time of day.

Join the tips of the thumb and forefinger of the same hand the interior
outline approximating a circle, and let the hand pause at the proper
altitude east or west of the assumed meridian. (Arapaho 1.)

Is indicated by making the sign for Sum, and holding the hand in
that portion of the course followed by the sun, to indicate the time to
be expressed. (Absaroka 1; Shoshoni und Banak 1.)

Can only be approximately told by placing the sign for Sum in the
position in the heavens eorresponding with the hour, dividing the time

between sunrise and sunset into as many equal spaces as there are
hours. (Dakota 1.)
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Morning.

Make the sign for Sum, and hold it toward the eastern horizon.
(Absaroka 1; Shoshoni and Banak 1.)

First make the sign for Night and then the sign for Day. Morning
can'likewise be made by simply unsing the sign for day. (Dakota L)
“Parkness has gone—daylight has come.”

Make the sign for Sum, and hold the hand below the eastern horizon,
moving it slowly to or a little above it. (Dakota VIL.)

The arm and hand (right) are elevated to left shoulder and the hand
in modified position (X) is made to describe the sign for Day. The
right arm is then brought extended across the upper part of chest, with
hand in position (J 1), horizontal ; both arm and index fully extended
toward the east, followed by the eyes. This morning is deseribed in
same manner after making the sign for 7o day. (Oto and Missouri 1.)
‘“The beginning of a day or to-day.”

Make the sign for Sur, and hold the hand toward the eastern horizon
a short time, or bring it above the horizon from a short distance below
it, slowly. (Kaiowa I; Comanche 111; Apache I1; Wichita 11.)

Point with the extended index to the eastern horizon. (Pai-Ute 1.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Point to the eastern horizon and move the
forefinger a little way upward. (Ballard.)

Open your eyes, and, from the open hand, raise your head to its erect
position, as if you have just now arisen from bed. (Cross.)

Noon.

Make the sign for Sum, and hold it toward the zenith, so that the
eye can see through the ecircle formed by the thumb and index
(Absaroka I; Shoshoni and Banak 1.)

Make the sign for Sum, holding the hand overhead, the outer edge
uppermost. (Dakota 1V.)

The hand and arm are elevated to left shoulder and, with fingers in
(X) position, modified by index being more open, horizontal, and palm to
the breast, begin the sign for IDay. This sign is then half executed,
and the hand stopped in a line with the middle of the forehead. The
index is then made to point to the zenith. The hand, when arrested, is
in type position (X); it is quickly everted and assumes position (J) to
complete the sign. (Oto and Missouri 1) ¢ The half course of the sun
or middle of the day.”

To-morrow.

Describe the motion of the sun from east to west. Any number of
days may be counted upon the fingers. (Burton.)
11
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Sign for Night followed by sign for Sunrise. (Cheyenne 1.)

Join the tips of the thumb and forefinger of the same hand, the inte-
rior outline approximating a cirele, and describe therewith a space from
left to right, eorresponding to the supposed course of the sun during
twenty-four hours. To distinguish an hour, let the hand pause at the
proper altitude, east or west of the assumed meridian. See Hour.
(Arapaho 1.)

First make the sign for Sleep; then follow by counting one (see
Counting), and finish with the sign for Sunrise. “One night’s
sleep.”

Bring the hand to side of head, and with head reposiug in right palm,
eyes elosed, head and hand inclining to the right, which is the sign
for Sleep. This completed, the right arm and hand are brought across
the top of the chest, and describe the sign for Day or 'Mo=day. This
sign, as is evident, isa compound sign, comprising that for Sleep, Day,
or To-day. (Oto and Missourt.y “The day after we sleep.”

Make the sign for IDay once, then reverse it, and stop at the point in
the heavens indicating the intended time of the day. If noou, point
directly upwards. To express two or more days, make the sign for Day
and hold up the proper number of fingers. (Iroguois 1.)

Deaf-mute natural sign—Place the hand on the cheek, incline the head,
and shut the eyes, to denote Sleep, and then raise the head and open
the eyes to signify Awalie, and hold up the forefinger to denote One;
that is to say, in one day. (Ballard.)

Yesterday.
Make with the left hand the cirele whieh the sun describes from sun-

rise to sunset, or invert the direction from sunset to sunrise with the
rnght hand. (Burton.) :

Sign for Night and Sunset. (Cheyenne L)
The sign for Day, To=-morrow, the motion reversed. (Arapaho I.)

Oniit the sign for Sunrise; otherwise as Day, 'To=-morrow.
(Dakota 1.) ¢ Have slept one night.”

The right hand and arm are elevated, and, with hand in type position
(X), modified by index being more opened, horizontal, and palm to the
breast, made to execute the sign for Day. At the conclusion of this
sign the fingers are all collected droopingly extended, touch at points
slightly curved. In this position the hand makes a sudden forward

movement to the ground. (Oto and Missouri 1.) “The day or sun that
has gone down.”
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Make the sign for Night, followed by that for Before, in time.
(Kaiowa 15 Comanche 1115 Apache I1; Wichita 11.)

Dead, death.

Throw the forefinger from the perpendicular into a horizontal position
towards the earth, with the back downward. (Long.)

Hold the left hand flat over the face, back ontward, and pass with the
similarly held right hand below the former, gently striking or touch-
ing it. (Wied.) The sign given (Oto and Missouri I) has no similarity
in execution or conception with Wied’s. (Boteler.) This sign may eon-
vey the idea of “under” or “burial,” quite differently executed from
most others reported. Dr. McChesney conjectures this sign to be that of
wonder or surprise at hearing of a death, but not a distinet sign for the
latter.

The finger of the right hand passed to the left hand and then cast
down. (Macgowan.)

Place the paln of the hand at a short distanee from the side of the
head, then withdraw it gently in an oblique downward direction and
incline the head and upper part of the body in the same direction.
(Ojibwa I1.) This authority notes that there is an apparent connection
between this conception and exeention and the etymology of the corre-
sponding terms in Ojibwa: ¢ he dies,” is nibo ; *“hesleeps,” is niba. The
common idea expressed by the gesture is a sinking to rest. The origi
nal signiticance of the root nib seems to be “leaning;” anibeia, ‘it is
leaning; antbekwent, ““he inclines the head sideward.” The word niba
or nibe (only in componnds) conveys the idea of “ night,” perhaps as the
falling over, the going to rest, or the death, ot the day. The term for
“leat?” (of a tree or plant), which is anibish, may spring from the same
root, leaves being the leaning or downhanging parts of the plant. With
this may be compared the Chalita term for “leaves,” literally translated
‘“tree hair.” i

Hold both hands open, with palms over ears, extend fingers back on
brain, close eyes, and incline body a little forward and to right or left
very low, and remain motionless a short time, pronouncing the word
Ke-nec-boo slowly. (Ojibwa TV.)

Left hand flattened and held back npward, thumb inward in front of
and a few inches from the breast. Right hand slightly clasped, fore-
finger more extended than the others, and passed suddenly under the
left hand, the latter being at the same time gently moved towards th:
breast. (Cheyenne 1.) ¢ Gone under.”

The left hand is held slightly arched, palm down, nearly at arm’s
length before the breast; the right extended, flat, palm down, and
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pointing forward is pushed from the top of the breast, straight for-
ward, underneath, and beyond the left. (Shoshoni and Banak 1.)

Both hands horizontal in front of body, backs outward, index of each
hand alone extended, the right index is passed under the left with a
downward, outward and then upward and inward eurved motion at the
same time that the left is moved inward toward the body two or
three inches, the movements being ended on the same level as begun.
«Upset, keeled over.” Many deaths, repeat the sign many times.
The sign furnished you before, I have since ascertained is not unsed
in the sense of dead, death. The sign credited to Titchkemdtslki (Chey-
enne 1) expresses “gone under,” but is not used in the sense of death,
dead, but going under a cover, as entering a lodge, under a table, cte.
(Dakota 1.)

Make the sign for Alive, then the sign for No. (Dakota IV.)

Hold the left hand, palm downward and backward, about a foot in
front of the lower part of the ehest, and pass the right hand from Dbe-
hind forward underneath it. Or from an upright position in front of
the face, back forward, index extended and other fingers closed, carry
the right hand downward and forward underneath the left and about
four inches beyond it, gradually turning the right hand until its baek
is upward and its index points toward the left. (DakotalV.) “Gone
under or buried.”

Hold the left hand slightly bent with the palm down, before the breast,
then pass the extended right hand, pointing toward the left, forward
under and beyond the left” (Dakota VI, VII.)

Hold the right hand flat, palm downward before the body, then throw
it over on its back to the right, making a curve of about fifteen inches.
(Dakota V1; Hidatsa 1; Arikara 1.)

Extend right hand, palm down, hand eurved. Turn the palm up in
moving the hand down towards the earth. (Omahka 1.)

The countenance is brought to a sleeping eomposure with the eyes
closed. This eountenance being gradually assumed, the head next
falls toward either shoulder. The arms, having been eclosed and
crossed upon the chest with the hands in type positions (I3 BB) are
relaxed and drop simnultaneously toward the ground, with the fall of
the head. This attitude is maintained some seconds. (Oto and Missouri
I.) ¢The bodily appearance at death.”

Place the open hand, back upward, fingers a little drawn together, at
the height of the breast, pointing forward; then move it slowly for-
ward and downward turning it over at the same time. (Iroquois I.)
“To express ‘gone into the earth, face upward.’”
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The flat right hand is waved outward and downward toward the same
side, the head being inelined in the same dlrectlon at the time, with
eyes closed. (Wyandot 1.)

Hold theleft hand loosely extended about fifteen inehes in front of the
breast, palm down, then pass the index, pointing to the lett, in a short
eurve downward, forward and upward beneath the left palm. (Kaiowa
I; Comanche III; Apache I1; Wichita 11.)

Bring the left hand to the left breast, hand half elinched (H), then
bring the right hand to the left with the thumb and forefinger in sneh
a position as if you were going to take a bit of string from the fingers
of the left hand, and pull the right hand off as if you were stretching a
string ont, extend the hand to the full length of the arm from you and
let the index finger point outward at the eonclusion of the sign. (Co-
manche 1.) ¢ Soul going to happy hunting-grounds.”

Close both eyes, and after a moment throw the palm of the right
hand from the face downward and outward toward the right side, the
head being dropped in the same direction. (Ute I.)

Toueh the breast with the extended and joined fingers of the right
hand, then throw the hand, palm to the left, outward toward the right,
leaning the head in that direction at the same time. (Apache 1.)

Palin of hand npward, then a wave-like motion towards the ground.
(Zuwt 1.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Place the hand upon the cheek, and shut the
eyes, and move the hand downward. (Ballard.)

Let your head lie on the open hand with eyes shut. (Cross.)

Use the right shut hand as if to draw a screw down to fasten the lid
to the coffin and to keep the eyes upon the hand. (Hasenstab.)

Move the head toward the shoulder and then close the eyes. (Larson.)

The Freneh deaf-mute eoneeption is that of gently falling or sinking,
the right index falling from the height of the right shoulder upon the
left forefinger, toward whieh the head is inelined.

Die, To.

Right hand, forefinger extended, side up, forming with the thumb
an (U); the other fingers slightly curved, touehing each other, the little
finger having its slde towards the ground. Move the hand right and left,
then forward, several times; then turn it over suddenly, letting it fall
towards the earth. (Omaha 1) ¢An animal wounded, but staggering
a little before it falls and dies.”
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- Dying.

Hold the left hand as in dead, pass the index in the same manner
underneath the left, but in a slow, gentle, interrupted movement. (Kai-
owa 1; Comanche 111; Apache 11; Wichita 11.) ¢ Step by step; inch
by ineh.”

nearly, but recovers.

Hold the left hand as in dead; pass the index with a slow, easy, inter
rupted movement downward, under the left paln, as in dying, but
before passing from under the palm on the opposite return the index in
the same manuner to point of starting, then elevate it. (Kaiowa 1;
Comanche 1115 Apache 115 Wichita 11.)

Deaf.

The tip of the right index is inserted in the right ear, withdrawn and
votated around the organ. (Dakota 1) “This wonld seem to indicate
¢a noise in the ear preventing hearing.’”

Deep..

Right hand with fingers extended, joined, back ontward, ends of fingers
poiuting straight down, is carried downward in front of the right side
of the body to near the ground, the body being inclined forward at the
same time, tonching the gronnd, indicating that although deep the bot-
tom had been reached. (Dakota I.) “Finding the depth of water, ete.”

Place the flat hand, palm down, several feet from the earth, or at
siteh elevation to show depth, and pass it slowly to oune side. (Dakota
VI; Hidatsa l; Arikara 1.)

Deer.
The right hand extended upwards by the right ear with a quiek putt
from the mouth. (Dunbar.)

The forefinger of the right hand is extended vertically, with the back
toward the breast; it is then turned from side to side, to imitate the
motion of the animal when he walks at his leisure. (ZLong.)

Pass the uplifted hand to and fro several times in front of the face.
(Wied.) I have given yon muech the same sign for ‘“white-tailed deer,”
but I have said that all fingers, exeept the index, were flexed. This
may not be absolutely essential in making the sign, which is simply de-
signed to imitate the peeuliar motion of the tail when the animal stands
observing. (Matthews.) ' The right arm is elevated to the front of the
body and the right index-finger, in position (M), projeeted forward sev-
eral times. The hands, with extended and divergent fingers, as in posi-
tion (IP*), are now placed aside of the head to represent the animal’s
horns. The right index-finger is now extended full length and wagged
behind. The above Oto sign differs from that of Wied’s in execution, and
in the latter the coneeption is wanting, which is the animal with branch-
ing horns that runs in jumps. (Boteler.)
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Extend the thumbs and the two forefingers of each hand on each side
of the head. (Burton.) §

Both hands, fingers irregularly outspread and elevated to sides of
head to represent outspread horns of deer. (Cheyenne I.) This sign is
made by our deaf-mutes.

With the right hand in front of the body on a level with the breast
and about eighteen inches from it, back of hand to the right (§ 1),
make quick sidewise motions with the hand in imitation of the motion
of the deer’s tail when running. The wrist is fixed in making this
sign. Corrrected from sign before given. (Dakota 1.) ¢ Movements
of the deer’s tail when running.”

Hands applied to each temple, fingers spread and pointing upward.
(Dakota I1.) ‘Horus.”

Bring right hand to a level with the shoulder, thumb and forefinger
curved, three fingers curved and nearly closed (x). Move thumb and
forefinger forward, wrist motion alone, imitating the movements of the
animal. (Omaha 1.) ¢The deer runs.”

Similar to the preceding, but with wrist and arm motion, with hand
raised high above the head. (Omaha I.) ‘The deer bounds away.”

Hold the right hand down, extend index-finger, thumb tip touching
tip of middle finger; shake index-finger rapidly. (Omaha 1.) ¢The
deer goes along rapidly, making its tail shake.”

Hold right hand next to left shoulder, thumb crossing middle finger
at first joint; move index-finger back and forth to and from left shoulder.
(Omaha 1.) ¢ The deer’s tail shows bright or red in the distance as it
leaps away.”

Similar to the preceding, but the hand is held in front on a level with
the face and moved right and left. (Omaha I.) ¢ The deer’s tail shows
white suddenly.”

The right arm is elevated and the right index extended is thrown
forward several times. The hands with extended and divergent fingers
as in position (X), are placed aside the head to resemble the branching
horns. Finally the extended index-finger is wagged from the seat of
body. (Oto and Missouri i.) ¢“The branching horns, short tail and
leaping motion of the animal.”

Imitate the motion of a deer running by closing the hand, palm down-
ward, except the two forefingers, which are only a little bent downward.
Then move the hand forward from you with a rather slow up-and-down
motion, slightly moving the two forefingers—the whole designed to
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mimie the long jumps with which a deer starts off. If necessary to ex-
plain this further, place one hand on each side of the head to represent
horns. (Iroquois 1.)

Place both hands, flat, with fingers and thumbs spread, on either
side of the head and a short distanee from it. (Ute 1)

Place the hands with fingers fully extended and spread about twelve
inches from either side of the head and slightly above it. (Apache 1.)

Black-tailed [Cariacus macrotis (Say), Gray].

First make the gesturc for Deer then indicate a tail. (Wied.)
When he says “indicate a tail,” I have little doubt that he refers to the
sign I have already given you for deer, blacktailed. (Mandan and Hidat-
sa 1) I do not think it is either essential or common to “make the pre-
ceding gesture” either ¢first” or last. (Matthews.)

Extend both hands, fingers close together, place them with palms to
front on each side of the forehead, fingers upward, and then make short
motions baek and forth in imitation of the movements of the large cars
of the animal. (Dakota I1.)

With the right index, its palm inward, on the right side, at the height
of the hip, pass the left index, back forward, from its middle forward to
its end. (Dakota 1V.) ¢That much black.”

The left hand is held pendent a short distance in front of the chest,
thumb inward, finger ends approximated to each other as much as
possible (i. e., with the 1st and 4th drawn together under the 2d and
3d). The right hand is then closed around the left (palm to back and
covering the bases of the left-hand fingers) and drawn downward, still
closed, until it is entirely drawn away. This sign seems to represent the
act of smoothing down the fusiform tuft at the end of the animal’s tail.
(Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)

White-tailed [Cariacus virginianus macrurus (Raf.) Coues].

Move the right hand, its palm obliquely forward and downward, from
side to side two or three times about a foot, through an arc of a circle,
at the height of the hip, on the right side (the tail of the deer); then
with the palm inward and the fingers pointing forward, cast the hand
forward several times through an arc of about a foot to imitate the
jumping of a deer. (Dakota 1V.) :

The right hand is held upright before the chest, all fingers but the
index being bent, the palm being turned as much to the front as possi-
ble. The hand is then wagged from side to side a few times rather
slowly. The arm is moved scareely or not at all. This sign represents
the motion of the deer’s tail. (Mandan and Hidatsa 1.)
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Elevate the forearm to the height of the elbow, pointing forward, ex-
tend the flattened hand, pointing upward, with the palm*forward; then
throw the hand right and left several times, the motion being rotation
of the forearm. (Arikaral.) “From the motion and white appearance
of the deer’s tail in running.”

Defiance. I defy you.

. Point to the person you defy to do the act with the right index

(others closed), and then turn the hand, extend the fingers so that they
will appear as figured in (V), when the hand is drawn in to the body with
considerable force. This would indicate Come and do it, but the empha-
sis of the motion and accompanying facial expression indicate some-
thing stronger than invitation. (Dakote I.)

The right hand eclosed with the index only extended and slightly
crooked, palm facing front; hold about twenty inches in front of the chest
and wave the finger from side to side, movement being made at the.
wrist. (Kaiowa 1; Comanche I11; Apache 11; Wichita 11.)

Ttalian sign.—Every tyro in Latin knows that extending the middle or
little finger, gestnres still made every day at Rome, was a token of
scorn or defiance.

Bite the forefinger, commonly with the joint nearest the end bent—a
gesture which throws light on “the biting the thumb at me,” with which
Romeo and Juliet commences.

When one would Kkill the hopes of a mendicant and say he will give
nothing with emphasis, he blows on his hand and shows it wide open to
the petitioner or elevates one forefinger, shaking it gently to and fro.
(Butler.)

Deity; God; Great Spirit; Great Father; Master of
Life. 9

Blow upon the open hand, point upward with the extended index-
finger whilst turning the closed hand hither and thither, then sweep it
above the earth and allow it to drop. (Wied.) I have never seen this
sign. I once extracted a bullet from the leg of a deat and dumb Indian
of Sioux descent who had lived long among the Arikaras. When the
operation was completed he made some preliminary sign (for thanks)
which I did not observe well, and then pointed to me and upward
to the sky. One of the best interpreters in the country, who was a by-
stander, told me that the Indian thanked me and the Great Spirit. I
say ‘“‘me?” first as he first pointed in my direction. (Matthews.) There
is no similarity in the sign (Oto I) and Wied’s. (Boteler.)

‘When speaking of the Great Spirit they usually make a reverentiaj
or timid glance upwards, or point the forefinger perpendicularly but
gently to the sky. (Ojibwa L.)

12
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First make the sign for Sacred and then make the sign for Big.
(Dakota L) “The great Saered Being.” ¢

First make the sign for Medicine-man, and then after placing
the opened relaxed hands, palms inward, abont six inches apart, up-
right, just above the head, move them apart to arm’s-length. (Dakota
IV.) “A thunder eloud coming up and spreading.”

Point toward the zenith, allowing the eyes to follow the same diree-
tioi. (Dakota VII.) }

The arms are flexed aud both hands elevated open as in position rep-
resented (W). When hands are elevated on sides of hiead on a level
with the eyes a uniform swaying “to and fro” movement is performed,
followed by an upward movement of right hand as in hand position (J).
(Oto 1.) “Him above who is an angel ‘on the wing.”

Close the right hand, leaving the index straight and extended (or
slightly curved); hold it before the face, move the hand quickly forward
and downward for a distance of about six inches, then pass the index
vertically npwacd before the faee about as high as the top of the head.

Ute 1)

Elevate hand toward sky, deliberately ; looking upward. (Apache I11.)

Extend the right hand with the index pointing upward. the eyes also
being turned upward. (Wichita 1.)

Deaf-mute natural signs.—Tirst close the hand except its forefinger,
and then move it up slowly and also turn the eves toward the clouds
with a solemmn expression. (Hasenstal.)

To look up to heaven, at the same time to point with the forefinger as
if to point to keaven. (Zeigier.)

Depart. See Go.

Pestroyved; all gone; no more.

The hands held horizontally, and the palms rubbed together, two or
three times round, the right haud is then carried off from the other, in
a short, horizontal enrve. (Long.) Rubbed out. This resembles the
Edinburg and our deaf-mute sign tor “forgive” or ‘ clemency,” the rub-
bing out of offense,

Left hand held in front, outspread, palm u pward, right-land fingers
extended, palm down, swept rapidly across palm of left. Right hand -
sometimes held out after passing over the left with fingers wide spread
and shaking as it expressing bad in the sense of no good. (Cheyenne 1.)

* Move both hands as if in act of rending asunder or tearing in pieces
and throwing aside with violenee and sudden Jjerks of hands and arms.
(Ojibwca 1V.)
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Exhausted,