First transplanting attempts with fruit trees

By Sepp Holzer

In my youth we grew a wide variety of crops on our farm. Oats, wheat, rye, barley, linen, as well as beans were cultivated successfully for our own use up to elevations of about I,350 m.

However, there was one difficulty. Above all roe deer and red deer caused quite a lot of damage to the crops. We were able to defend ourselves quite well with various protective measures such as scarecrows, however. For instance we stuffed old clothes with straw and made man‑sized dolls that were hung up and intended to drive off the game. We also tried to frighten off the game with small fires. Another method was to construct knocking machines that were fed with water and in which hammers regularly banged against a tin can. This noise drove off the game very successfully.

The variety of plants cultivated in those days proved to me that contrary to the opinion frequently expressed today that nothing will grow on the mountains, in fact a wide variety of plants could grow and flourish there.

On the way home from school I often roamed across meadows and through woods. One time or another this shortened my school path, but often enough looking round like this made me late. However, since work was waiting for me at home it was something of a disadvantage for me if I stayed away too long.

During my rambles across the country I discovered a lot of interesting things, such as a foxhole, an old mill building in the ditch, or a number of wild fruit trees. Wherever there are large trees, you will often find small trees, growing nearby. I found these small trees. I often dug them out and took them home to put them in my plant garden.

Once, it was nearly the end of the school year in June, I discovered a few wild apple trees. They were already about 2 m high. Since they had grown on a stone slab I could pull them out together with their roots without digging and take them home with me. I dragged the thin trees home. My mother saw me coming home, covered in sweat. She scolded me and said it was a pity about the trees since in summer they would die off because they had already got blossom and leaves.

However, this didn't disturb me. I planted the trees in my plant garden despite this. I pulled off the leaves and blossom by hand, since my mother that the trees would die off because of this, since they had developed shoots. It was not possible for me to water them in my garden. The bed was too far away from the house and there was no water nearby. As well as I could I dug the roots into the ground and covered them with thin grass and leaves. I put stones on top so that the trees could not fall over. I had often gained positive experience with stones. A few weeks later when I thought that the trees had died off already because the young shoots had become so thin, I discovered new buds and leaves on the tree.

This experience was very important for me, since I still do my best business today with this type of planting. I buy what is left over in the tree nurseries at the end of the season in May and June at a low cost. I use the experience gained in those days, but I don't pull off the individual leaves from the many trees any more. Instead I lay the trees out briefly in the sun, but cover the roots with jute bags. This is important because naked roots do not withstand the sun at all. The leaves and blossom are completely exposed to the sun. Since the tree wants to survive by nature it quickly rejects its leaves and blossom. The trees lie in the sun for one or two days. I only plant the trees once the leaves and blossom are completely dry so that they won't flourish anymore.

Throughout this entire period I don't let a single drop of water reach the roots, since otherwise the tree won't cast off its leaves. Even after planting them I don't water the trees. Watering would make the buds and leaves shoot out much too quickly. The fibre roots could not grow into the ground fast enough to ensure continuous supply for the tree. If the tree is planted with blossom and leaves or without leaves and then watered, the old or the new blossom and leaf shoots take too much out of the tree and the trunk dries up.

However, if the leaves and blossom have fallen off and the tree is not watered, it does not use up any energy and the roots can develop further in the soil at this late time in the season and grow in well. The moisture in the soil is completely sufficient for this. If you then place stones or leaves on top, you have done the best you can for the tree.

During the last decades I have planted many thousands of trees using this method in my alternative tree nursery and sold them later for a good price. This example shows how important practical experience is in dealing with plants. In other words what my mother reproached me with quite unintentionally as stupidity in those days was to be the foundation for my subsequent success.

