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Appropriate technology begins by rejecting the big-is-better, no-matter-the-
consequences-to-peopie-or-environment notion at the heart of our society. it wants to
find means to reorder the relationship between a technology and its goal, people and
community, property and its uses and ownership so that each will be appropriate to its
purpose in the simplest, most efficient way with the least harm to the ecological fabric.

For the past two years Rain: Journal of Appropriate Technology has been listing
and collecting the resources——books, people, centers, groups—that offer options and
choices on energy, population, community, economics, health, etc. People who know
the need to choose the appropriate technology have never before had a resource tool
to guide them fo the information, places, and people who offer and are making
appropriate choices. Here is a catalog—compiled by the staff of Rain—that will get
them in touch with information and people.

The catalog is broken down into important topic areas:

APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGY COMMUNICATIONS HEALTH

PLACE ‘TRANSPORTATION WASTE RECYCLING
ECONOMICS SHELTER ENERGY
COMMUNITY BUILDING AGRICULTURE

Each major topic area has an introduction that summarizes the nature of what is
happening in the particular field. It then goes on to annotated lists of the resources that
give an overview of the area; thai describe models in the field; that contain how-to,
do-it-yourself information; that evaluate the technical problems; and that offer access
to information: where to find out more and how to keep in touch with others.

This is the first catalog of appropriate technology resources that deals with specific
problems and places where new perspectives/responses/situations have formed and
are being implemented. it atiempts to provide the best representative models and
information in each area—and access for further informational needs.
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‘A NOTE ON CREDITS

Ir’s been very hard to give credit for contributions "¢ many of
these secrions because everybody has shared in writing bits
and pieces of different subject areas. So even though Tom,
say, is given credit for the Shelrer section, there are entries

in there by most of rhe rest of us. We decided not to put our
initials with mast of these little pieces because it seemed like
it would make it dl too cluttered. The exceptions occur where
information conveyed is particularly personal or stands out as
being obvioudly different.

STEALING BOUKS AND HELPING FRIENDS

If you add up the cost of the resources in this book that would
bc useful to you, they would probably amount to a fortune.
We're not trying to be publicity agentz for book publishers—
we're trying to help people get access t useful resources. S0
before you think about buying something, see how ¢lse you
can get hold of it. See if your local library has if (doubtful,
but ASK!). Check local bookstores-and read ii there. Check
university libraries- if they won’t let you borrow it. you can
amost always read it there. See if a neighbor or friend has a
copy.

Most importantly, almost every local library has an Inter-
Library Loa:1 Department and can borrow almost anything
they don't have that exists for you for just the cost of postage
They usudly need to believe something redly exists before
they will try, which is why we've included so much access
information on entries (also so you can order things directly
yourself if you wish). We also know people who have set up
book buying co-“ps and then share the hooks and their costs.
And there are severa specidized book lending libraries oper-
ating or being set up (Earth Books Lending Library in Sweet
Home, Idaho; Alternative Sources of Energy Lending Library,
etc.-see Communications section-libraries, and Energy
section).

Also, PLEASE remember-if you're writing to any of the
small research and community groups listed, they're almost

al underfunded and not equipped t” handle other people's
problems. At least send a dollar and a self-addressed, stamped
envelope (SASE) with your letter if you want to hear back.
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From time to time, travelers pass from one watershed into
another as their travels take them into every new territory.

At firse the way feels novmal, then gradually it becomes an
uphill struggle to keep things going as they bave been. The
path becomes wiore difficult and life may appear move sparse,
And finally at some point—which may or may not be sensed
before being passed—we become aware :Hat things seem dif-
ferent. Our trgvel begins again to gain momentuwm. The way
becomes easier. The rivers flow in new directions, and the life
~f the place may seem to follow different laws and bebave

in foreign ways. If we are lucky, we may come to some point
where the whole tervain is laid our before our eyes and we can
grasp how rhings go together. Or perbaps we bave to learn it
piece by piece as we rravel on, Once we learn the vules of life
in this new tervitory and begot to move in wore appropriale
ways, the beauty of life in this new place dawns upon us and
the old tervitory and its ways fade tnto dim memories of
strange aind now unfamiliar customs.

Our society is passing over q watershed in its history, The
tevrain of abundant resources and rapid growth is giving way
to a territory where living ar equilibrium within vur resource
limits prevails. The dreams of growth and of inexbaustible
resources Lo satisfy our every desive that bave fueled our
recent bistory bave lost their power. New dreams and new
values are urgently needed today to catalyze and guide our

transition into an equilibrium society. Witkout such visions,
cur futyre appears to us as an ever poorer backsliding version

of our recent past, overcast with an everpresent sense of our
failure.

New dreamis are possible. The Golden Age of almost every
society in kistory has occurred not when all a culture’s energies
were foamed on increasing its wealth and power, but rather
when the attainable limits of those dreams were reached and
people realized that such goals bad ot left them with the
quality, beauty or personal happiness they hod envisioned.

A caveful analysis of the balance sheet can reveal today, as it
has in the past, that vast resorrces of society are being chan-
neled info now unattainable and undesired visions—resources
which car be rechanneled toward new ends. Onrce me realize
that greatness is not achievable through great expenditures of
resources but requires the development and refinement of vur
own personal abilities, we discover that our present wealth is
more than adequate to achieve an equitable and golden age for
the whole world.

The shape of our new potentials is beginning to become
visible today —though still in somewhat piecemeal fashion, This
book ¢ries to document some of these new potentials and rhe
work that has been done to demonstrare what we can achigve
with them We dedicate it to the pessibilicy of a »ew and
gentle gge and to the guides that help make vur way possible.

Ancil Nance
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The development and desmand for “appropriate techiologies™
today avise {vou the realization that our resource conditions
are changing and thar ouy present ways of doing things are
inappropiricte foy the futures we face. They arise also fronea
vealization thet puy preseint techuologles sevve ends which
threaten the fiondamental vednes of our society and new ways
of doing things myst be developed which support vnd eeoite
those values.

Approprivre techiology desninds thar we ask, “Appropriate
Jor whate” “Appiapraaie for whome” No technology is valne-
free. Somwe techiologios ave apprapriate for couditions of
g;'r)wrb, vast resourees wind snall popuiations, Oihers are ap-
propriate for conditivis of stability, plentful lobor and scaree
vesourees, Seme technologles ncrease the wealth of o few

“Borrowed Times

while impoverishing the many. Others tend to equalize wealth
and power. Soine techiologics degrade and destroy the people
using them, while others give opportunity for growth of skills,
cofidence and abilities. Some technolugies consuwme energy,
smme provide employnrent. Sowme tecbuologies produce goods,
athers produce good,

Fthe exisience of a techiology does not requive its use aiy
wrore than the existonce of @ gun requires ws to shoot, It only
requires that we exanrine what bappens if we dou’t wse 8 wid
athers do, and the effects ies iwse would have oi our Hves,

Appropriase technology reminds ws that before we choose our
tools and technigues we muse choose oar dreamy and valucs,

For sowie techuologivs serve them, while others make rhem

ynobtoineble.
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Appropriate technologies can be smply defined hut not
so simply created. They arc small in scae, conservative of
resources, rontrallable, and wise. They extend and deepen our
own =21 .!i"ties and ewperiences:nd unify them with those
of oti:rsan. with ov: surroundings. This whole book is about
such tools—this secticn ismerely an introduction to some of
the main ideas and resources.

Our primary concern in this book is technologies appropriate
for overdeveloped countries such as the U.S. There arc severa
reasons why we arc concerned with that rather than with
focusing on other countries that seem to need help more
desperately:

* We need to live what we talk if we ever expect other people
to take us serioudy. You can't sell compost toilets te
“then if you won't use them yourself.

*+ wc havan’t been asked to solve other people's gt sblems.

* Weare alarge part of poorer countries problems. If we
can ge: off their backs they have alot better chance of
working things out.

*+ Rethinking and changing the economics and culture we've
spread throughout the world can have as broad an effect
coming from our own culture as from any other

* There's enough to keep us busy herel

Finding viable technologies for overdeveloped countries
isin many ways a very different problem from poorer coun-
tries and provides a very different chalenge. We don’'t need
machineswe've got too many. Our needs aren’t obvious (to
usj—we're nor hungry, and we seem to have everything, yet
we're not particularly happy. In any case, the future promises
big changes. We're going to have less wedth from fossil fuels,
fewer of the rest of the world's ressurces and more economic,
political and military competition from other countries.

*+As a result, the technology appropriate for changing con-

iditions in the U.£. has severa requirements:

* It must improve our quality of life. Any reduction in
material well-being must be more than offset by improved
welt-being in other areas.

#* |t must eiminate need for continued use of fossil fuels and
further extraction of non-renewable materials.

# |t must reconnect us with the rewards of meaningful inter-
action with other people.

* |t must deal with the causes of economic inequdlity in this
country and between this country and other nations.

* It must convert work into a meaningful and rewarding
process.

* If must convert our ingtitutional structures to sustainable
forms.

* It must help us redlign our actions with our basic values.

Appropriate technology in these conditions is not merely a
question of machines and tools, but of the nature of al the
conceptual, organizational, political. physical and spiritual
tools and techniques which we bring into play by our actions.
And it is these “softer” toots that we lack the most-the tools
with which t” control our machines and actions.

We are taking a broad view of technology here, for what
“Appropriate Technology” adds totechnology iSthe question
“What is Appropriate?’ That question reguires that we get
into the intricately intercos:~- 4 web that links everything
together-a web where a sin. ' iange in something seemingly
far removed can alow big . -i:-sin what y-o're rincerned
with, You have to 100, ot enough 1o scewnole shifts in
ratterns in addition to adjus ments!” what ¢:.sts. Every step
of the bakiug industry, for instances, may be riz-v~lously effi-
cient, e v.non compared to baking at home, 1. :vhole pro-
cess of sen!ing wheat thousands of milesto be m:lied and
baked and :::-n setting up an intricate delivery system appears
incredibly e ..nsive and unnecessary. So things such as public
interest acce atants, community radio stations, maps, or
boots:raps cesnomies for communities al have their place in
helping our large and intricate society make some major ad-
justments. Public access and use of many of these tools is a
revolution in itsdf, and the missing element in many cther-
wise highly u<c:':! developments is an accounting skill or a
sense Of the terriunry where something can be useful.

New technologies, whether nuclear power or vidzo porta-
packs. may not achieve their initial potential once ticir internal
and externd interaction is more fully understood. Xerox ma
chines may increase the overload of useless information more
than they increase availability of good information. Or they
may just get us farther into being concerned with information
about things rather than the things themselves. SO we need to

~concerned with the context as well as with the tool itself.
".¥ has big business and big government been so receptive

2 appropriate technology? Do they not understand its impli-
cations, or do they see different potentials? A big equipment
manufacturer in the Philippines openly admitted their expec-
tations-small firms would develop the new technologies, work
out the hugs, and develop the markets, then they would come
in and take over. Is a.t. a “poor peoptc's technology” that can
permit us or our government from feeling any responsibility
for inequality? Many questions remain, yet what has happened
so far 15 good. ’

It may seem wrong to categorize dreams and values together @/

with machines and tools as “appropriate technology,” but
those very different things need desperately to be brought
together,. Action without vison and vision without action arc
equally impotent, but together they can perform miracles.
And a shift of our concern from quantity to qudity, from
powerful to skillful tools, and from materid and energy re-
sources to human resources imples a shift toward such softer,
less visible and more integral toots.




Small Is Beantiful, E. F. Schumacher,
1973, $2.45 from:

Harper & Row

10 E. 53rd Street

New York, NY 10022
“Economics as if Peor!: Mattered.”
If you're only govg*-:+..done thing
from this wholelist, pick this. Cledt,
concise, mportant, it's a classic (and
a best sciter). It dedls with the econem-
ir+ appropriate to present resource con-
:ons and contains experienced in-
sights into the need for restructuring
our principles. actions and dreams on a
more cquitable and rewarding basis.
Schumacher is founder of the Inter-
mediate Technology Development
Group in England and author of
“Buddhist Economics’ (contained in
the book).

Severd Schumacher essays. originally
published in Resurgence ($10/year
surface, 515 airmail from Pentre Ifan.
Felindre, Crymych, Dyfed, Wales, UK)
are adso available in back issues of RAIN
($1 each):

“Conscious Culture of Poverty”—Qc-
tober 1975.

“On Inflation”-November 1975

“Think About Land’-December 1975

“On Land Speculation”-February/
March 1976

“Plant a Tree”—July 1976
“Technology and Political Change,
Part 1”-December 1976

“Technology and Political Change,
Part [¥"”-January 1977

Same British tree products

suitable for direct human consumption.

“The Other Way.” BBC, $35 renrat film
from:

Time iife Multimedia

District Center

100 Eisenhower Dr.

Paramus, NJ 07652
The NOVA program saSchumacher
and intermediate technology —gives a
lot of examples, inciuding a brick works,
egg carton plants and a cable-drawn
tractor that uses only 1% of the energy
used by our normal tractors.It has been
shown many times on National Educa
tional Television, making numerous
converts.

Radical Technology, Godfrey Boyle and
Peter Harper, eds., 1974, $5.95 from:

Pantheon Books

201 E. 50th St

New York, NY 10022
An impressive collection of essays. re-
ports. access information and counter-
culture philosophy that surveys a
broadly-viewed range of “technology.”
Interesting essays on tree farming. wex-
tile making, biological chemicals, meta
working and paper making. Much of the
writing is not particularly penetrating
but does pull together in one place an
introduction to a.t. from a countercul-
ture perspective. By the editors of
Undercurrents. Makes accessible much
of the information on European devel-
opments that is difficult to obtain in
the U.S.

Tree Part used When gathered

Aleond Nut Sepr/Oct

Ash Seeds From July

Beech Nuts Sept/Oct
Legves Agpril/May

Crab apples Apples July 1o Dec

Eder Flowers Before fully open
Berries ‘When ripe

Hawthotn Fruit Early Autumn
Legves April

Hazel Nut Late Aug/Oct

Lime Leaves Summer
Flowers July

Medlar Fruit Mid-Winter

Mountain Ash Borties Cct

(Medlar} Not keaves

Tk Acorm Oct

Sweet Chesrnut Nuts Oct/Nov
Lenves June/July

Wakut Nut July

Nut Oct/Nov
June/July

Tools for Conviviality, IvanIilich, 1973,
$1.25 from:

Harper & Row

10 E. 53rd Street

New York. NY 10022
This book was important in crystallizing
our thoughts about the appropriateness
of many of our present institutions
(cultural and ps.ysical). It is a percep-
rive and eoquent anaysis of the need
for new patterns of, among other things,
health, education and transportation.

Sharing Smaller Pies, Tom Bender,
1975, $2 from:

2270 N.W. Irving Strect

Portland, OR 97210
Good discussion of the need for inti-
tutional change tied in with energy and
economic redities. Begins to lay out
new operating principles, including
some criteria for appropriate technology.

A Handbook on Appropriate Tech-
nology, 1976, $7.50 from:

Canadian Hunger Foundation

75 Sparks St

Ottawa., Ontario., Canada K1P 5A5
A good working document for people
interested in a.t. Compiled in coopera-
tion with the Brace Research Institute.
Essays explaining a.t., case studies from
many countries, a catalog of tools and
equipment, bibliography. and a begin-
ning international listing of groups and
individuals involved in a.t. development.

Preparation

Cook us mear

Boll twice sad pickic

Raw/bake and mlc

Young leaves cooked 15 vepgetabies
Make inco cider or jelly
Rawfinfused boiling water {drink)
Rawfedd to apple pic

Nar rew, Make into presrve

Use in baking (sec Mahey)
Chopped on saladsfalt and store
Saadwich filling {raw}

T salads

Hake or make into jelly

Make into jelly

Poisonous

Shell, grind, boil until warer is dark,
change wueee, Bepest. and vinwe for up o 12 howrs
Roured ar made it stuffing
Not caw

High vit C when mw

PBickle/make inco a mermalsde
Infuse ar rea

Radical Technology

R ——




Coming Around-Sourcelist on Ap-
propriate Technology, Lane ¢eMoll,
1976, $1 from:

RAIN

2270 N.W. Irving

Portland, OR 97210
Eleven-page annotated a.t.bibliography.
A good introduction to what a.t. can
mean in alot of different areas. Does
nor inciude how-to publications or al-
ternative energy stuff, hut steers you to
them.

Spectrum, 1975, $2 from:

Alternative Sources of Energy

Re. 2, Box 90A

Milaca, MN 56353
Catalog of tools and processes for small-
scale use of solar, wind, water & other
forms of income energy.

Appropriate Technology Sourcebook,
Volunteers in Asia, 1976, $4.00 from:
=% Box 4543

i:-Stanford, CA 94305

The outstanding sourcebook for prac-
tical tools and techniques for village and
small community technology. Focuses
on books and plans with useful how-to
information, and draws or world-wide
sources. A fine and useful complement
to this hook.

Low Cost Technology: An Inquiry into
Outstanding Pelicy Issues, Nicolas Ja-
quier, 1975, Worldtech Report No. 2
Control Data Technotee, Inc.
8100 34th Ave. So.
Minneapolis, MN 55440

A study based on the 1974 OECD semi-
nar of “low cost™ technology practi-
tioners. The full proceedings of the
seminar will be out later this year and
should be worth reading. The present
report gives a generd overview of major
issues discussed-information mechan-
isms for low-cost innovations, a.t. and
appropriate government policies, the
role of universities, building up new in-
dustries and identifying new opportuni-
ties for innovaticn. Gives good feding
for the “managerial” and institutional
pressures on a.t.that are going to de-
velop as the money sarts to flow. An
instructive comparison is given between
our present costly information services
and innovative low-cost zccess tech-
niques.

First Steps in Village Meckanization, by
G. A. Macpherson, 1975, $9.50¢ from:

Tanzania Publishing House

P.O. Box 2138

Duar Es Sdaam, Tanzania
A handbook prepared for cooperative
development villages in Tanzania. How
to start from nothing except people
and the things around them and finish
in4to 5 years with village workshops
producing equipment for agriculture
and other rural activities.

A fine, clearly illustrared, step-
by-step guide with good design drawings,
especially notable for its commonsense
advice on things like how atractor may
harm a village and warnings about the
effects of free aid money. Of vaue to
overdeveloped countries for its simple
and straightforward advice on doing
things: don’'t start with a workshop
building-build a bench under a tree;
don't build a jig for holding wheei-
barrows during construction-dig 2 hole
for the wheel and work on the greund;
don't cat the tread off an old tirvio
make a wagon wheel-stuff planks into
the tire and build the wheel inside it!

Village Technology Handbook,
revised 1970, $9 from:
VITA
3706 Rhode Istand Ave.
Mt. Ranier, MD 20822

How-to manual on useful fools and
techniques-digging wells, salting fish,
building bamboo pens. Oriented to
developing countries. Other good how-
to publication aso avalable from VITA.

Lectures en Socially Appropriate Tech-
nology, Bob Congdon, ed., 1975, $6
searnail from:

Stichting TOOL

Mauritskade 61a

Amsterdam. The Netherlands
A clear, down-to-earth report on what
has been accomplished, mostly by the
Intermediate Technology Development
Group, in many areas. pedal power, in-
termediate building technology, agri-
culture tools, chemical technology,
education, water technology and in-
dustrial liaison. Well documented with
good photographs and case studies that
should show convincingly that a.t. com-
prises a vastly broader and more effec-
rive range of applications than merely
aternative energy hardware.

Environmentally Appropriate
Technologies, 3rd edition, by Bruce
McCallum, limited numbers of free
copies available from:

Information Services

Environment Canada

10th Floor, Fontaine Bldg.

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A OH3
Excellent, 162-page introduction to
biotechnology, renewable energy sour-
ces, resource and energy conservation
in city planning, transportation, indus-
try, agriculture and housing. Covers
vitd areas often neglzcted or under-
emphasized because their potential is
not yet fully understood: energy stor-
age; decentralized on-site energy gener-
ation. conversion and utilization; wood
heating. Excellent suggestions for fur-
ther reading.

‘See Economics section for reviews
of the following basic resources:

Size, Efficiency and Community
Enterprise, Barry Stein, 1974, $5 from:
Center for Community Economic

Development
639 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 316
Cambridge, MA 02139

Technology and Employment in
Industry, A.S. Bhalla, ed., 1974, $14.95
from:

International Labor Office

1'750 New York Ave, N.W.

Washington, DC 20009
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Here are the older and/or more active
a.t. groups we know of For mare com-
plete lists of international groups, check
with TRANET and look in The Hand-
book on Appropriate Technology by
the Canadian Hunger Foundation (see
previous page). Probably zhe most com-
prehensive iisting TOr the U.S. is being
prepared by Integrative Design Associ-
ates, 1740 N Street, N.W., Washington,
DC 20036 (Eugene Eceli, Cecil Cook
and Ann Becker!. It will contain 700-
800 listings coded into 2.5 categories
relating to the group/person’s activities.
Inquire about availability, as it is not
out as of this writing.

UNITED STATES

The New Alchemy Institute
P.O. Box 432
Wuods Hole, MA 02543

One of the best of the small, lean and
creative research groups developing
highly productive integrated small-scale
agricultural systems and relate? support
technologies. Their most recer:t project
is The Ark-a laboratory facility for
integrated food and energy production—
funded by the provinciad government

in Prince Edward Idand, Canada. See
the Winter 1976 Co-Eveliution Quarterly
for a nice account of the opening of The
Ark. Each issue of the Journal of the
New Alchemists is really a book: Vol.

1, 54; Vol. 2, “The Compleat Backyard
Fish Farmer,” $6;and the new Vol. 3,
$6, includes an sticle by Nancy Jack
Todd, “Women and Ecology.”

Farallones [nstitute
15290 Coleman Valey Road
Occidental, CA 95465

The Faralones Rural Center is an ap-
propriate technology research and ap-
Prentice lear:ing center located on 80
acres in the hills of Senoma County in
Northern California 20-30 students a
term work with 11-15 staff designing
and building solar-heated showers and
forms, composting privvies and grey
water recycling systems. There is aiso
work in carpentry, gardening, food
processing and blacksmithing. The
energy is high, the sense af community
strong-everyone helps in the kitchen
on a rotating basis and trades off on
other jobs necessary for a community of
40-plus to operate. If isone of the very
- best ways we know of *o0 get experience

" in the practical aspects . f aternative
energy systems, buildirg .nd agriculture,
as well as cooperative iiving. Write for
information on tuiticr, dates, €tc.
Academic credit is available through
Antioch West and UC Berkeley.

*Look under Shelter for more “hands-
on” building/a.t. learning programs.

Farallones Integral Urban House

1516 Fifth Street

Berkeley, CA 94710
If you're into urban things, Farallones
has an equaly impressive program in
Berkeley. A remodeled Victorian house
complete with solar water hester, com-
postiag privy, greenhouse. bees, chick-
ens, rabbirs and garden dl on a tiny city
lot Especially good programs in biologi-
calpesr control and waste management.
Courses with credit available including
a Masters in Ecosystem Management.
Write for details. This is aso a fun
place to visit-they’'re open for tours
Sarurdays, |-5 p.m. Open your eyes to
now potentiais for urban living!

Institute for Local Self-Reliance

1717 18th St, N.W.

Washingto.1,, DC 20009
A brick townhouse in the Adams-Mor-
gnn neighborhood of D.C. with food
gardens on the roof and beans sprouting
in the basement. It is full of mellow
people putting hard numbers onto good
dreams. See reviews in Economics. Re-
cycling and Urban Gardening for details
on their programs and publications, and
read Self-Reliance ($6/year for six issues).

Office of Appropriate Technology

State of California

P.O. Box 1677

Sacramento, CA 95808
Things are moving aong a OAT. Current
projects underway include designing a
traveling energy van, putting together
materials on the relationship between
jobs and energy, training solar tech-
nicians, and the incorporation of a.t.
ideas into the Capitol Area Plan (a de
sign for the downtown Sacramento
urban renewa ared). They're aso be
ginning a project to test the heath
problems of waterless toilets for urban
and rural areas, as well as a study on
the use of waste heat from state heating
plants and buildings. A series of anno-
tated bibliographies are available on a.t.,
solid waste management, sun-tempered
greenhouses, landscaping for energy
conservation, methane and more. Write
for a complete publications list.

Intermediate Technology/USA

556 Santa Cruz Ave.

Menlo Park, CA 94025
Organizers of the extensive annua E.F.
Schumacher United States tour, their
focus is to get awarer=ss of a.t. into
government agencies, institutions and
corporate business. Their newsletter is
510 a year.

Acorn/Midwest Energy Alternatives
Network
Governor's State University
Park Forest South, IL 60466

Berhe Hagens and Jm Laukes are well
on their way o spearheading a strong
network of people involved in energy
nnd technology alternatives in the Great
Lakes region. Their newsletter-getting
better by leaps and bounds-costs $6/yr.
for individuals and $10 for institutions
for six bi-monthly issues. The latest
(No. 4) had articles on passive solar
orientation and design, federal grants
availability, advocacy and environmental
impact statements. and lots of access in-
formation. | came away with quite a
few new hits. If you live in their region
or are interested in what other regions
are up to, you should definitely be in
touch.

National Center for Appropriate
Technology (NCAT)

P.O. Box 3838

Butte, MT 59701
It's been a long time a-comin’ but NCAT
is finaly getting off the ground with $3
million federa money from the Com-
munity Services Administration (former-
ly OEO). Their purpose is to get ap-
propriate technologies cut to the people
in this country who need them by fund-
ing &.t. development for low-income
communities. Strong national and
regional networking components are
planned. Because of the present close
tie with Community Action Agencies
(see Community Building section), the
center's primary focus at the moment is
weatherization, but they should be ex-
panding beyond that before long. There
are some excellent people involved-if
they caa resist the tendency towards
centralized bureaucracy building, NCAT
will be an important element in the a.t.
movement. Write for a copy of their
proposal and for current information
about funding guidelines.

Northeast Appropriate Technology
Network (NEAT-Net)

c¢/o Craig Decker

Box 134, Harvard Square

Cambridge, MA 02138
A new and promising network for New
England which includes groups such as
Northeast Carry, the Maine Audubon
Society, Boston Wind, Vermont Alliance,
New Alchemy and more. Contact them
if you want to know who's doing what in
wnat corner of the U.8,




INTERNATIONAL

Intermediate Technology Development
Group (ITDG)

9 King Street

Covent Garden

London WCZE 8HN

England
Small but effective organization founded
by E. F. Schumacher to catalyz. devel-
opment and access to appropriate tech-
nologies for developing countries. Many
useful publications and developed pro-
ducts, including the now-famous meral
bending and egg carton machines.
ITDG's own structure is an interesting
organizationzl model for effective, iow-
cost marshalling of human and institu-
tional resources involving brainstorming
panels of academics, business .oplc
and bureaucrats.

Brace Research Ingtitute
MacDonald Cellege of McGill
University
5t. Anne de Bellevue 800
Quebec, Canada HOX 3MI

- One of the oldest and most experienced
© a.t. research centers, blending academic
“ resources with practical development
and testing of prototypes. Emphasis is
on easly-built and -maintained small-
scele technologies for arid countries—
water desalination, irrigation, crop
dryers, greenhouses, windmills and
solar heaters. Many good publications
available-in English, French, and
some in Spanish and Arabic.

Volunteers in Technica Assistance
(VITA)

3706 Rhode Idand Avenue

Mt. Rainier, MD 20822

ITDG develops more generalized solu-
tions to pruvlems, VITA responds to
the specific and unique problems and
stuations in developing countries. Its
organizetion is another example of ef-
fective low-cost operation. VJTA acts as
a clearinghouse linking up more than
6000 volunteers in the U.S. to assistance
requests from abroad: installing wind
energy generating equipment for a
Honduran village, advising on develop-
ment of soap out of loca Bangladeshi
materias, or finding acommercial use
for seaweed aong the Indian coast. All
by mail. Many years of experience are
summed up in their available publica

tions. Write also for their free newsletter. - '

Minimum Cost Housing Group

School of Architecture

McGill University

Montrez:, Quebec, Canada
These are the folks whose Stop the 5-
Gallon Flush started a whole movement
to change our toilet and sewage prac-
tices a few years back. Since then
they’ve been building low-cost experi-
mental housing of recycled and waste
materials, developing uses of sulfur
blocks in building, designing recycling
toilets and a host of otherinteresting
projects. Write for publications list.

Department of Rural Development

Agency for international

Developmen*

Department of State

Washington, DC 20523
AID has a checkered history of often
being an instrument for American
economic colonialism and Cl.4 activi-
ties in other countries but appears to be
making an honest attempt to support
local development of a.t. within de-
veloping countries themselves, They’'ve
set up a private non-profit corporation
outside the goverrment to channel $20
million in funding into a.t. development
for other countries. AID’s proposa for
that center contains listing of active a.t.
groups in Latin America, Africa and
India which might provide useful con-
tacts for people working in those areas.

TRANET

¢/o William Ellis

7410 Vernon Square Drive

Alexandria, VA 22306
This international a.t. networking or-
ganization grew out of the a.t.exhibt
oon a Habitat Forum in Vancouver.
BC, in June of 1976. The TRANET
Newsletrer (quarterly, $15/year) seems
headed for a usefui role i keeping
people up with the goings-on from
Botswana to the Phillioubcs.

National Centre for Alternative
Technology
Llwyngwern Quarry
Pantperthog
Machynlleth
Powys
Wales

What these good folks have

been doing in Great Britain is an im-
portant element in developing any new
patterns. They've set up a demonsira-
tion center for alternative rechnologies
where people can come see, kick, shake,
ry outand ger a feeling for the reabity
of things like compost toilets, windmills
and solar hexers. Very few people can
visualize that sort of thing without see-
ing it, and seeing it puts it into a cate-
gory of redity right along with the
traditional options they’re familiar with.
This British center has had more than
50,000 visitors this year. Farallones
Urban House has 150 visitors every
Saturday, and new understandings of
what's happening are spreading like
wildfire. Inquire about thr Center’'s
series of Do-It-Yourself (DIY) plans for
windmills. waterpumps, etc.
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INVISIBLE TECHNOLOGIES

The best technologies are often the invisible ones-where
people have figured out how to avoid problems rather than to
solve them. Often all thar is required is a perceptua change
such as seeing grasshoppers as an arborne mobile protein har-
vesting and conversion unit—a food seurce—rather than a
destructive pest. Or living near where we work rather than
building better transportation technologies. Or caring lower
on the food chain so you don't have to pay for or grow food
for the conversion iosses of meat animals. Or planting trees
rether than air conditioners.

‘The second-best technologies are also invisible. They're
bared on people’'s skills and relationships rather than machines
—the skilled calligrapher drawing a line or carpenter cutting a
linera."=r than needing a jig or machine; good neighbors
rather than locks on doors; caring for the ill or elderly a home
rather than in a Home; hiking rather than mini-biking: an auto

Having to solve problems without money usually results in
people gerting resourceful and finding creative ways to use
what is already there. Money usually makes us lazy—and we
end up paying for our laziness and second rate solutions to

mechanic or piano tuner's ear rather than a tuning machine.
But there's always a range of skills and scales aad situations
where things need to happen, and we're interested in expand-
ing the range of tools for situations that have been neglected,
and learning when there are good reasons for choosing one
scale rather than another. One size can't fit every situation
well, and a technology that tries is likely not to fit amy well.

Be resourceful. be clever, be wise

CHEMICALS FROM BIOLOGICAL SOURCES
Products obtained by dry-distillation ¢f 1 ton of hardwaod scrap
{ca. 70% maple, 25% birch, 5% ash, elm and oak)

Charcoal 600 b

Gases: 5,000 cu fe
Carbon dioxide (38%)
Carboa monoxide (23%)
Methane {17%)
Nitrogen (16%)
Methanol 3 gall
Ethyl acetate 15 gall
Ethyl formate 1.3 gall
Acetane 0.7 gall
Creosols oil 3.3 gall
Sol. tar 22 gall
Pitch 66 Ib

Alan J.P. Dalton, ‘Chemiczls from Biological Resources’, ITDG

'New industridl mini-plants such as this egg carton machine
developed by ITDG dlow efficient production a a small
fraction of previous scales.

WASHING MACHINES

You're right-th dobsstthiriggis to wear
clothes thar regpiier less washing and
ironing—sweaters, cotton dhirts, dark or
stromg colored] fabrizs thar don't need
¥cosmetic™ cleaning. But eventually
things need cleaning. Traveiing in Japan
a few years ago we came across two
simple washers. The cheapest. costing
all of 50¢, was a plastic plunger like a
Plumber’s Friend. Us~d with a bucket

and warm water left in the Japanese
bath, it turned out to e a rea effective
way to wash cloths in youth hostels. We
later found a tin version from 1873 in
a Goodwill Store in Portland. You could
make one yourself from a normal
Plumber’s Friend. Same scientific agita-
tor action as in a $300 automatic
washer, but without al the machinery
attached.

The Japanese zlso produce a mini-
washer and dryer-smaller and cheaper

than American versions. The most
interesting feature is that they use a
very fast spinning drum to extract
amost all the water from the clothes,
dlowing them to dry very rapidly even
in Japan's humid summer. A very effec-
tive alternative to American clothes
dryers that use heat to evaporate the
moisture instead of just removing it.
The Hoover Company, North Canton,
Ohio 44720, imports or makes these for
the U.S.—also mini-refrigerators.




problems. Appropriate Technology repeatedly contains good
examples of a.t. equipment and ideas. Here are some of the
interesting projects they’ve covered recently.

» A Nigerian project making medica aids such as arm splints.
spind jackets and cervical collars from broken plastic drain-
pipes. The products are made by marking the pipe with a
paper template, cutting out with a hacksaw and handstretching
the plastic softened over a flame. The resulting equipment
wuorks better than previous products, as they can be easily ad-
jured by a nurse ordoctor for a perfect fit for every individu-
a and are waterproof, strong, cheap and reusable.

FOREARM

SPLINT HAND
GRIPS
. o
CHILDS STEEL
SPMAL CRUTCHES
Jacket

THERNOPLASTIC

Propucrs.

= A rice storage bin of non-reinforced cement mortar, costing
less than $10 U.S. to build.
. An ostillating water-pumpiag wind mill.

. A process for hand-forming chain-link fences, by the same
Nigerian group. A simple manua procedure was worked out
that avoids the need for capital-intensive machines, resulting
in a very competitive and profitable operaton. Four men make
six rolls of fencing six feet wide and 25 yards long each week.
Each roll sdls for £60, paying workers £73 per month and
il giving a gross profit of £10-£15pe. roll.

\\l/A simple candle making machine

. A candle-making merry-go-rcund that produces 600 candles
per hour with a single operator (cou’d be solar heated?).

= Nethouse horticulture in Botswana, where it isnoted that a
high percentage of a plant's water requirement is not for
growth but to cool it during respiration. Nethouses shade and
cool, reducing water use by i/3, and keep birds, insects and
hail out.

The subsand system in operation

= A smple, low maintenance water filter for villagesthat is
buried in rhe bed of a stream and uses the sand and grave al-
ready there to filcer the water. Total capital costs per person
served is figured to run tro 5% of any other clean supply.

Fis:2

PRINTED TEMPLATE

BEING DRAWN TO & FELT .f

“vamm
1) Chain link fence forning
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2} Cail being drawn to 6 ft




_ Continuing Access

- Appropriate Technology, Quarterly
Journd from ITDG in England. $7/yr.
~ ($10.50 airmail) from 1™ Publications

Excellent technical journal geared most-
1y towards a.t. for developing countries,
though most of the tools and processes

can be applied to overdeveloped cul-

tures as well. Everything from hydraulic
rams and metal bending machines to

. sugar milling and other agricultural
processes.

=+ RAIN-Journal of Appropriate Tec.
. nology, $10/yr., 10 issues, from:

: 2270 N.W. Irving

Portland, OR 97210

.7 We're a monthly information access

.~ journal and reference network. trying
" to provide technical support for evalu-
ating and implementing new ideas, zco-
logical and philosophical perception;
for creating more satisfying options,
and up-to-date information o current

projects, groups, events ar:d pillications.

Send us useful resourcesrhar .hould be
shared with others.

- Undercurrents, $6.50/5 issues, from
11 Shadweli,
Wley, Durstey, Gloucestershire
GL115BW England
Gives interesting coverage of British
events, projects and publications. Much
of their past materid is summarized in
“- their Radical Technology, by Boyle
« and Harper, 1976, Pantheon Books,
© $5.95.

Alternative Sources Of Energy.$5/yvear,
quarterly, from:

Route 2, Box 90-A

Milaca, MN 56353
One of the earliest grassroots network-
Ing groups in the aternative energy
area, ASE has grown up into a much
more sophisticated and useful journal
while continuing to contain useful
practical informarion for the small
experimenter or homesteader using al-
ternative energy sources. Good infor-
mation on new products, materials and
equipment in the energy field, and lots
of that “Old Geezer” technology that
makes ERDA go into spasms. Also has
a useful lending library on energy books

and papers.

Co-Evolution Quarterly
Box 428
Sausalito, CA 94965

($8/yr., quarterly). Continuing update
hy the granddaddy of the

access catalogs: appropriate tools, books,
philosophy and stories al mixed in with
a bit of gossip on the state of the at. A
must if you're nor aready addicted to it.

Metastasis

P.O. Box 128

Marblemount, WA 98267
Mail order access for hard-to-get how-to
publications. Write for new price list
(over 250 exceilent publications). In
the U.S,, many foreign publications can
be obtained more easily and rapidly from
Metastasis than ordering from their orig-
inal source.

Conserver Society/Notes, free

c/o Science Council of Canada

150 Kent Street, 7th Floor

Ottawa, Ontario KiP5P4
Published every tworonths for people
interested in doing something now about
Canada's future. It is part of a Science
Council project exploring the implica
tions of a Conserver Society in Canada—
a society that conserves and nourishes
the resources that support its life rather
than consuming them. The Dec. 1975
issue contains a good survey of energy
accounting developments. an article on
the costs of consumption, and access in-
formation on developments on the
Canadian front.

Conserver Socizty News

512 Blvd. Wilfred Lavigne

Aylmer. Quebec 194 3W3

Canada
Bi-monthly, $5/yr. for individuals, $15
for institutions. Net to be confused
(but why not?-they sound alike) with
Counzerver Society Notes putout by the
Science Council of Canada, €5 News is
agrassroots newsleiter for Canadians
developing a society in harmony with
the biosphere. It's edited by Bruce
McCallum, author of Esnvironwmentally
Apprapriate Technology.

It has inputs from reporters in
amost every province and is beginning
to provide a good coverage of events,
projects and goings o in Canada

The same group has set up a non-
profit cooperative company. Conserver
Society Products, to distribute environ-
mentally appropriate technologies.
Initia function is as a buyers co-op,
with emphasis on wood-burning tech-
nologies. Comntact: Conserver Society
Products, P.O. Box 4377, Station E,
Ottawa. Ontario, Canada.

*Most of the groups listed on the pre-
vious pages have newsletters or journal
that contain valuable information on
their acrivities.
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We don't bave to start from scraich to
develop ways of doing things that are
more bumane and more appropriate for
our emerging resource conditions. We
bave the legacy of the work of millions
of people throughout history who have
explared untold numbers of different
ways to do almost everything. They ve
fargotten more than we'll ever know,
but a log bas been written down in these
and other sources, Relatively minor
changes in the balance of costs of peo-
ple’s work, materials and transportation
bave caused us to set aside perfectly
workable techniques that are still valid,
Compered, combined, improved, newly-
understood, and openly shaved, they can
offer a lot. Most of the rest is scaling
down, simplifying, borrowing from
others, refining and trying.

Science and Civilization in China,
Joseph Needham, 1962, from:
Cambridge University Press
32 East 57th
New York, NY 10022

A vast goldmine of information on ways
of thought different from our own and
the incredible technologies developed
over 4000 years in one of the most pro-
ductive cultures on our planet. The
volumes produced so far include intro-
ductory crientations, history of scien-
tific thought, mathernatics, sciences of
the heavens and the earth, physics.
mechanical engineering and building,
chemistry and medicine. The volumes
are very expensive ($30-$50 each). so
get them at the library (or through
inter-library loan).

Learning from t
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—-Appliug a bad-glaze to @ vessel by
firing it upside down on a pronged support inside annther

vessel (making a muffle-kiln).

History Of Technology, 5vels., Charles
Singer, ed., 1954-58, $53 each from:

Oxford University Press

200 Madison Ave.

New York, NY 10016
A massive collection of fascinating
information on how things were done in
different times and placer-Ancient
Empires, Mediterranean Civilizations,
Middle Ages, Renaissance, and 19th
Century. This does for the European
culture what Needham does for China.
Waterwheels and grain mills built on
boats anchored in the middle of strearns,
how to make lost-wax castings and a
wealth of other techniques that turn
the impossible into the possible by
just being clever.

Traditional Crafts of Persia, Hans
Wulff, 1966, $7.95 from:

MIT Press

28 Carleton St.

Cambridge, MA 02142
Records in readable yet technically
clear language the wide range of tech-
nologies of the traditional Persian cul-
ture: metallurgy and metal working,
jewelry, lockmaking, woodworking,
comb making, building, brickmaking.
tiles and glazing, textiles, carper weav-
ing, irrigation, agricultural methods,
windmills and oil milling. A wedth of
valuable information.
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Mexpixg o Cast lnox. Sketch
showing how a fragment of a cast iron is
held 10 a hole af a cast iron brazier which
15 to be mended, The outer shaded surface
represents the walt of the brazier in which
the hole is found. Pieces of bamboo hold
the mending piece 1n place and the space
between mending piece and the edge of
the hole 1s filled out by successive appli-
cations, one next to the other, of the liquid
iron taken from the crucible. As soon as
the mending piece is held fast in the hole
by a few applications of the YNquid cast
iron {which cools as soon as applied) the

bamboo strips are removed.

China at Work, Rudolf P. Hommel,
1937, $3.95 from:

MIT Press

28 Carleton Street

Cambridge, MA 02142
The sometimes strange-seeming tools
and ways of working of other cultures
can be a mind-opening stimulus to re-
thinking our own patterns. Why do the
Japanese pull their saws instead of push.
ing them? Why do some Chinese boats
look so strange-wirh bow and stem
twisted to opposite sides? How can
such “primitive” tools work so efficient
I¥? How could the Persians make their
beautifu! geometrically-inlaid boxes so
cheaply? China at Work survevs the
traditional Chinese tools and their uses—
tools for making tootls, producir.g food,
making clothing, providing shelter and
enabling transport. Excellent box bel-
lows, how to mend cast iron, the
Chinese origin of the ““Ameri.-an”
washboard, making roof tiles and caulk-
ing boats. The expedition that assembled
this material was organized by Henry
Mercer, whose tool museum in Doyles-
tow”. PA, is one of the most fascinating
collections of toolsin the world.
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Charcoal Stoves

Science and Cizélization in Islam,

Seyyed H. Nasr, 1968, $15 from:

Harvard University Press

79 Garden Street

Cambridge, MA 02138
Far less comprehensive than Needham’'s
masterpiece, but contains an extremely
thought-provoking introductory section
explaining the underlying purposes and
praciice Of Islamic sciences-conceiving
of science as a means for spirituai growtt!
and considering & individua who spe-
cialized in one aspect of science or life
to the detriment of others to be un-
balanced and a danger to society and
onesdlf. The basis of Idamic sciences
can offer a vauable yardstick with
which to evaluate our own.




A sense of place may seem an odd “technology.” Yet knowing
the differences berween various regions—difference in climate,
landforms, geology and soils, vegetation and creatures, bow
they all go together, and bow we fit in with them-—is essential
to developing ways of living attuned to veal problems and po-
tentials. Technologies that can take advantage of local resour-
ces rather than overpower them at considerable cost must
grow out of this sense of place. And the experience that such
knowledge comes from also brings an awareness that living
closely with a place and the people and weather and other
creatures that tnhabit it is move rewarding in itsely thau the

David Pearson

isolated, alienated and uniform patterns required by our
present technologies.

Regionalism may seewt like an odd fitting piece. How can
we float into a sense of place (which is sometimes associated
with tradition, provinciality, conservatism) and simultaneously
comprebend our relation 1o a “global village™ and the earth?
If you stay in oie place long enough, you either continue to
figure out the place’s special qualities or you get bored. It
may take some of us longer than others (maybe because of
our habit of fixing, fimding, figuring out things out of context)
but we can if we stand still long envugh to bear the idea that
each place is murmuring about.
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“Where is Truth?” I ask the rain
tapping its questionnaire over the bill.

WHAT’S HAPPENING WHERE [ LIVE?

It comes back bollow, and I ask again,

“Is there a bouse with an open door

where Truth used to live without an address?”
Rain taps once more, then still,

These jnestions reach to touch my face
every agy i this wilderaess.

William Stafford

Rock. Time & Landforms, Jerome
Wyckoff, 1966, $8.95.

Harper & Row

10 E. 53rd St

New York, NY 10022
The natural forces and processes that
create and change our landscapes-pre-
sented vividly yet ascurately. “To be-
come more aware of landscapes is to
gain a wider consciousness of life; it is
to share, in a sense, the physical exis-
tence of the planet itself.” Good per-
spectives from which to develop an en-
during society. Less technica than
Natural Regions, with vivid photographic
illustrations.

Landscapes—Selected Writings of J. B,
Jackson, ed. by Ervin H. Zube, 1970,
56.00 frum:
University of Massachusetts Press
Amherst, MA 01002
J. B. Jackson was editor/publisher of
Landscape Magazine for 16 years. and
¢ his collected essays from that journal
and other writings are among the few
clear visons of modern America The
night-jeweled cities from the air, the
wstranger's path through a city, the su-
suburbia of old Rome and New York—
Jackson's essays revea the places of
modern America with unequaled clarity.

Earth Geography Booklet, 12, 13, 14
io Publications, $3.50

370 Mitchell Rd.

Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107
These three issues, Economics, Tech-
nology & Celestid Influence; Regions
& Locales; and Space, through poems,
interviews, essays. photos, journals,
circumscribe a sense of place recog-
nizable by both poet and scientist.

“ in terms of, efficient and ele-
gant associations of natural systems. the
sort that me” are going to have to, and
want to, live in the long run (if there's
going to be a condition of harmonious
growth rather than outrageous growth)
requires this kind of knowledge: that
people have to learn a sense of region,
and what is possible within a region,
rather than indefinitely assur-'ng that
a kind of promiscuous distribution of
goods and long range transportation
is always going to he possible since
the energy resources apparently won't
be there, quite likely won't be there.”
(Gary Snyder, from interview)

Era of Exploration, Weston Naef, 1975,
$9.75 from:

New York Graphic Society

140 Greenwich Avenue

Greenwich, CT 06830
Our images and perceptions of ourselves
and our world 1: -ually change more
dramatically anu rapidly than the physi-
cal places themselves. This fascinating
chronicle of the rise of landscape pho-
tography in the American West, pro-
fusely illustrated with the photographs
that make up that revolution. provides
an absorbing insight into those changes
in perception. Photographs made by
three fine photographers, within a two-
year period, of the same view of Yosemi
te and other places, from precisely the
same spot create an entirely different
feeling of the idyllic beauty. power,
awesomeness, quietude or harmony of
nature. A record of people affecting
landscapes. landscapes affecting people,
and the images of both evolving into a
new sense of our place in cur world.

Natural Regions of the U.S. & Canada,
by Charles B. Hunt, 1974, $15.95

W.H. Freeman & Co.

600 Market St.

San Francisco, CA 94104
Our persondities and our cultures are
strongly influenced by the geology, dli-
mate, landforms, soils, vegetation and
resources that are specific to different
regions, and a tracing of geomorphic re-
gions reflects closely the boundaries of
our regional cultures, dreams and way
of life. Netural Regions gives a detailed
explanation of the forces forming and
transforming our various regions and
the characteristics and history of the
different regions. Heavily illustrated
with maps, charts and drawings. f

The total amount of land
and water on our pianet

Geology Illustrated, by John S.Shziten,
$14.50 from:

W. H. Freeman and Company

660 Market St.

San Francisco, CA 94104

What's good about this introduction to
geology is the emphasis on carefully
selected photos which are worth at least
75 words. It is a textbook, but a good
self-learning primer to”.

Van Loon’s Geograpby, Hendrick Wiliem
van Loo”, Simon and Schuster, 1932,
out of print A truly beauti-
ful and basic book on the geography
and history of our planet-one to read
aloud in front of the fireplace. The pen
and ink illustrations are gems that will
blow your mind and tweak your per-
ceptions of how things are. Check in

the library or old bookstore and try to
find one with a dust jacket-it folds out
into a colorful map! We paid $4. Her€'s
what he was saying in 1932: “We are al
of us fellow passengers on the same
planet and we are dl of us equaly re-
sponsible for the happiness and the well-
being of the world in which we happen
to live




labit
t Teatime

The legendary Bridge of the Gods near Hoed River before the big
flood. Drawing by Jimmie James.

There arc signs, plain to see, in many pares of the Northwest, potnting co agreat and catastrophic flood in the not-far-
distant past. The rushing waters have worn deep channels down to bedrock in the country southwest from Spokane. These
districts are calledthe Channeled Scablands, and the channels themselves are called Scabland Channels-a rare case of
logicai, consistent nomenclature.

The Grand Couleeitself is one of these channels, the greazest of all. in fact, and for a few hours the ledge across the
Coulee was host to the planct’s mightiest waterfall ac the place now known as Dry Falls. Gther easily-recognized scabland
channels are just south from Arlington. a Shuztler's Flat, and Sullivan Gulch in Portland itself. The turbulent flood
waters boiled and rumbled inte al parts of the lowland Northwest, entering the Tualatin Valley, for example, by way of
the scabland channels at Tonquin (as well as the gaps at Oswego and south of Gasion),

There is a question of grammar here: ought we to say that this flood “did” this orthat, or thay it “does’? English
provides us with a specia tense, the~**habitual” or “on-going present:” | am skiing” is the “momentary present,” but
“I ki alot™isthe “on-going present” of the same verb. These floods recur at intervals of many thousands of years, so we
ought to use the “on-going present”in referring to them. They are not past. they are past-and-future, or “habitual.”

Every twenty thousand years or so, it seems, the various cycles of the earth’s perihelion, the precession of the aqui-
noxes, and the moon’s perigee. not to mention several others till less well known, conspire together, as ail cycles must,
to bring about an extreme of weather conditions for North America. Most of Canada goes under ice, the Rockies spawn
great glaciers which fill the intervales between the ranges. The vast trench which we know as the Kootenay and Flathead
Valleys becomes, for a long time, a sea of solid ice, and then, as the climate moderates, an ice-locked lake the size of Lake
Erie. For many centuries an ice dam, remnant of the glaciers, keeps the lake a prisoner. Then, as the cycles creep, a certan
August afternoon swells to a torrid zrescendo, the ice dam bresks. and Lake Kootenay Spills out over ldaho, Washingron
and Oregon.

What heights of civilization the pre-Indian inhabitants of the Columbia ma have reached, whattowers they may have
erected, what circuses watched, we shall never know, for all were swept away (are swept away, will be swept away) be-
tween teatime and dusk of that awful day. (Bob Benson)
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The Weather Machine, How o weather works qind why it i
changing. Nigel Calder, Viking Press, 1974, $14.93

One af the cearest writien, weli-llosirared overviews of
weathey e seen. Someihing in the formatring/sevle reminds

e ate d
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Fpictures. diagrams. charts,
The Elements Ruge, Frank Lane, Chilton Books. 1963, out
of print—obtain through interlibrary loan.

Swonderinl and beautifullv lusorated collection of eves
witness gecounts by people present when Nature flexes her
muscles, We live so much of our lives in the interstices of
space el tme berween these normal “cataclvsms™ that v
shake with fear and surprise when they oceur, Fuscinating
worth digging eut ar a ibrary. PRI i




Ecotopia, Ernest Callenbach, 1975, $2.75 from:
Banyan Tree Books
1517 Francisco St
Berkeley, CA 94703
Ecotopia is a singular work, fike the wheel it leoks obvious.
A steady state, spirizual rather than economic conscious
society. It’s more liken kit than any Utopia I’ve read-or like

a ten-year plan. Yes, flawed, of course, but even these are
nicdy angled odd things. It felt like f had felt a new feeling
when | rend it. | remembered bow to ask “What can we make
the world into?”

Somehow looking at the earth from the moon, even second
band, teaches you something abeur your neighbor. We need
big pictures. Ecotopia is a unigque one.

In Ecotopia’s Big Woods

Healdsburg, May 17. Wood is a mgor factor in the topsy-
turvy Ecotopian economy. as the source not only of lumber
and paper but also of some of the remarkable plastics that
Ecotopian scientists have developed. Ecotopians in the city
and country alike take a deep and lasting interest in wood.
They love to smel it, fed it, carve it, polish it. Inquiries
about why they persist in using such an outdated materia
(which of course has been entirely obsoleted by aluminum
and plagtics in the United States) receive heated replies. To
ensure a stable long-term supply of wood, the Ecoropians
early reforested enormous areas that had been cot over by

logging companies before Independence. They aso planted
“trees on many hundreds of thousands of acres that had once
:been cleared for orchards or fields, but had gone wild or lay
“unused because of the exodus of people from the country
into the cities.

I have now been able to visit one of the forest camps that

::carry out lumbering and tree-planting, and have observed how
“far the Ecotopians carry their love of trees. They do no clear-
“cutting a al, and their forests contain not only mixed ages
but also mixed species of trees. They argue that the costs of
Jmature-tree cutting are actually less per board foot than clear-
scutting-but that even if they weren't, it would sill be desirable

because of less insect damage, less erosion, and more rapid
growth of timber. But such arguments are probably only a so-
phisticated rationale for attitudes that can almost be called
tree worship-and 1 would not be surprised, as I probe further
into Ecotopian life, to discover practices that would strengthen
this hypothesis. (I have seen fierce-looking totem poles out-
side dwdlings, for instance)

Certainly the Ecotopian lumber industry has one practice
that most seem barbarian to its customers. the unlucky person
or group wishing to build a timber structure must first arrange
to gooutto a forest camp and do “forest service’--a period of
labor during which, according to the theory, they are supposed
to contribute enough to the growth of new trees to replace
the wood they are about to consume. This system must be
enormously wasteful in terms of economic inefficiency and
disruption, but that seems to disturb the Ecotopians-at least
those who live in and run the lumber camps-not a hit.

The actua harvesting of timber is conducted with surprising
efficiency, considering the general laxness of Ecotopian work
habits. There is much goofing off in the forest camps, but
when a crew is at work, they work faster and more cooperative
ly than any workmen 1 have ever seen. They cut trees and
trim them with a strange, almost religious respect: showing the
emotional intensity and care we might use in preparing a balet.

I was told that in rougher country ox-teams and even horses
are used in lumbering, just as they were in Gold Rush times.
And in many areas a tethered balloon and cables hoist the
cut trees and carry them to nearby logging roads. But in the
camp I visited (which may be a showplace) the basic machine
is a large dectric tractor with four huge rubber tires. These are
said to tear up the forest floor even less than oxen, which have
to drag timber out on some kind of sled. Though heavy, these
tractors are surprisingly maneuverable since both front and
rear wWhedls steer. They have a protected operator's cabin amid-
ship; on one end there is a prehensile extension bearing @ chain
saw large enough to cut through all but the hugest trees. and
mounted so it can cut them off only a few inches above ground
level. (This is of course pleasant aesthetically, but it is also
claimed that is saves some millions of board feet of lumber
each year,and helps in management of the forest floor) This
saw can aso cut trees into loadable |engths.

On the other end of the tractor is a huge claw device that
can pick up a log, twirl it around lengthwise over the tractor,
and cary it to the logging road where big diesel trucks wait
to be loaded.




Ecotopian foresters clam that this machinery enables them
to log safely even in dry weather, since there are no exhausts
likely to set fire to undergrowth. It does seem to be true that
their methods disturb the forest very little-it continues to
look natural and attractive. Several types of trees usudly
grow in stands together, which is supposed to encourage wild-
life and cut the chances of disastrous insect and fungi inva
sions. Curioudy, a few dead trees are left standing-as homes
for insect-gobbling woodpeckers!-and there are oecrasional
forest meadows to provide habitats for deer and other animals.
The older trees seed young ones naturally, so the foresters
generdly now only do atificid planting in areas they are
trying to reforest. The dense forest canopy keeps the forest
floor cool and moist, and pleasant to walk in. Although it
rained for a few hours during my stay, I noticed that the
stream passing near the camp did not become muddy-evident-
ly it is true, as they claim, that Ecotopian lumbering leaves the
topsoil intact, cuts down erosion, and preserves fish. (I didn't
actualy see any fish-but then T am the kind of person who
seldom sees fish anywhere.)

The lumber camps themselves do not have sawmills, though
they possess portable devices with which they can saw rough
boards in small quantities for their own needs. The main
squaring and sawing of timber, and the production of dabs for
pulp, takes place at mills located in more open country, which
buy logs from the forest camps. The resulting boards are then
sold, amost entirely in the county-sized area just around the
mill. Lumber sales are solely domestic; Ecotopia ceased lum-
ber export immediately after Independence. Ir is claimed that,

since the U.S. formerly exported half as much lumber as was
aused in housing, much of it from the West, some surplus ac-

tually existed from the beginning of the new nation. Ecotopi-
an foresters argue that their policies have, since then. more
than doubled their per capita resources of timber. There are.
however, no present plans for a resumption of export.

Interestingly enough, the Ecotopians themselves have a de-
bate in progress about the huge diesel trucks'they use to haul
logs. Several forest workers apologized to me that they are
still dependent on these noisy, smelly, hulking diesdls. Yet
there are people dl over them at the end of the work day,
shlnlng them up-one of the few outlets still allowed in this

“carless society for man's love of powerful machinery. One
truck I saw has lost its bumper, and the replacement is a large,

isturdy piece of wood. As they wear our, the trucks will be
eliminated in favor of eectric vehicles. Meanwhile, people
argue hotly over the bumpers-extremist ideologues saying
that the bumpers (which are actuadly stainless steel, not
chrome plate) should all be replaced with wood, and the tra-
ditionalists maintaining that the trucks should be treated as
museum relics and kept in origina condition. The factions
seem about equally matched, which means that the traditional-
ists have won so fat-since a change on such a “drastic’ mat-
ter is only carried out if there is a virtual consensus.

Our economists would surely find the Ecotopian lumber
industry a labyrinth of contradictions. An observer like my-
sef can come only to genera conclusions. Certainly Eco-
‘topians regard trees as being alive in amost a human sense—
once I saw a quite ordinary-looking young man, not visibly
-drugged, lean against a large ok and mutter “Brother Tree!”
And equaly certainly, lumber in Ecotopia is cheap and plenti-
ful,, whatever the unorthodox means used to produce it. Wood
therefore takes the place that aluminum, bituminous facings,
and many other modern materials occupy with us.

An important by-product of the Ecotopian forestry policies
is that extensive areas, too steep or rugged to he lumbered
without causing erosion, have been assigned wilderness status.
There al logging and fire roads have been eradicated. Such
areas are now used only for camping and as wildlife preserves,
and a higher risk of forest fire is apparently accepted. It is
interesting, by the way, that such Ecotopian forests are un-
cannily quiet compared to ours, since they have no trail-bikes,
al-terrain vehicles, airplanes overhead, nor snowmobiles in
the winter. Nor can you get around in them rapidly, since
foot trails are the only way to get anywhere.

Has Ecotopian livestock or agricultural production suffered
because of the conversion of so much iand to forest? Apparent-
ly not; vegetables, grains and meat are reasonably cheap, and
beef cattle are common features of the landscape, though
they are never concentrated in forced-feeding fattening lots.
Thus an admost dead occupation, that of cowboy, has come
back. And cattle ranches in the Sierra foothills have reverted
to the old summer practice of driving their stock up to the
high valleys where they pasture on wet mountain meadow
grass. Grasdands research is said to be leading to the sowing
of more native strains, which are better adapted to the climate
and resst the incursion of thistles. Pasture irrigation is prac-
ticed only in a few areas, and only for milking herds.

But the true love of the Ecotopians is their forests, which
they tend with so much care and manage in the prescribed
stable-state manner. There they can clam much success in
their campaign to return nature to a natural condition.




‘The San Francisco Bay area has fer-
mented a lot of intellectua development
of roots, regional consciousness, bio-
regions, and how to live like a native in
your own region. As well, a lot of peo-
ple are beginning to live and act on such
consciousness-numerous creeks once
buried in concrete cuiverts have been
uncovered and restored, forests re-
planted, natural food systems reused.
Peter Berg, who disseminates Pignet

Drum-a series of information bundles
exploring watershed politics and bio-
regionalism (P.O. Box 31251, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94131) is editing a book of
people's essays in these areas. The Mussel
Group. Box 31251. San Francisco, CA
94131, is developing information on
local human/biosystem relationships,
ipriorities for restoring natural systems
and non-exhaustive use of labor and
“materials for manufacturing and agri-
culture in the region. Peter Warshall,
Box 42, EIm Rd., Bolinas, CA 94924)
H edltlng the bloreglon issue {12/76) of

erry Yudelson, consultant to the Cali-
ornia Office of Appropriate Technolo-
gv{See A.T. section), has been
working on restoration projects. Qut of
all.their work is emerging a sense of
“what real changes in our surroundings
7and in our heads can be brought about
by becoming aware of the places we
;inhabit,

:The Way of the White Clouds, Lama
Anagarika Govinda, 1971, $4.75 from:
Shambhala Publications
2045 Francisco Street
Berkeley, CA 94702

There have been a lot of books written
giving a sense ot the world trom the view-
viewpoints of hundreds of different
religions and “on-religions. Most of them
blend into a haze in my memory-a haze
of talking about. For some probably per-
sona reason this one book stands apart
and in a speciad place. Somehow the
words convey more than words, the ex-
periences jibe with my own life, hut on
‘deeper and more powerful levels, and
what Govinda conveys jeels real and
true on al levels. An autobiography of
- his travels in Tibet and the effects on
him of the places and his experiences on
those travels.

Seven Arrows, Hyemeyohsrs Storm,
1972, $6.95 from:

Ballantine Books

201 E. 50th Street

New York, NY 10022
A beautiful expression-in words, pic-
tures and allegory—of the forces of peo-
ple and nature that flow together
through a place, forming and evolving
together.

Moon, Moon, by Anne Kent Rush, 1976,

400 pp., $7.95, from:

Random House

201 East 50th

New York, NY 10022

or

Moon Books

P.O. Box 9223

Berkeley, CA 97409
In the couple of days this book has
been around, each of us has picked it
up, leafed through it and settled down
into a particular section. Lee even read
aloud Astronaut Jm Erwin’s account
of his mystical experience going to the
moon. If is a beautiful book-full of
poems, cosmologies, caendars, histories
and images about the moon from every
culture. You will want to move dowly
and go back often to this loving col-
lection of our long-neglected feminine,
intuitive, mothering side, As Mao said,
“Women hold up haf the sky.” (L.deM)
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Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, Anne Dillard,
1975, $1.95 from:

Bantam Books

6606 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10019
With both this and Lives of a Cel, by
Lewis Thomas, I've heard about some-
one having bought 8 or 9 copies to give
out to their closest friends. It is a kind
of journa of days spent a Tinker Creek.
A new and woman Thoreau? Kind of,
but | think Thoreau comes out a slow
second.

“1 had read that spiders lay their mgjor
straight lines with fluid that isn’t sticky, and
then lay anon-sticky spiral. Then they walk
along that safe mad and lay a sticky spiral
going the other way. It seems to be very much
a matter of concentration. The spider |

watched Was a marrer Of mystery: she seemed
to be scrambling ap, down and across the air.
There wasa small white mass of silk visble ac
the center of the orb, and she returned ro this
hub after each frenzied foray between air and
air. It was asort Of Tinker Creek to her, from
which she bore lightly in every direction an
invisible news. She had a“ice ability to make
hairpin turns at the most acute anglesin the
air, ali at ropmost speed. | understand that
you can luze an orb weaver spider, if you
want one, by vibrating or twirling a blade of
grass against the web, asa flying inseet would
struggle if caught. Thislittle ruse has never
worked for me; | need atuning fork. 1 leave
the webs enithe bushes bristling with grass.”

As a friend remarked, “she sure makes
alot out of things” There's a kind of
hit and miss, sense of chance taking
abandon to Tinker Creek. Lots of gasps
and sudden soarings back in time, out
to space and back down to: “In the top
inch of forest soil, biologists found ‘an
average of 1,356 living creatures present
in each square foot, including 865 mites,
265 springtails, 22 millipeds, 19 adult
beetles and various members of 12
other forms. .”

Two of Wendell Berry’s books give a
powerful sense of these ancient and nur-
turing roots:

The Long-Legged House, 1965, $1.25
from:

Ballantine Books

201 E. 50th St

New York, NY 10022
A collection of essays on his reestablish-
ing a homestead in the neglected farm-
lands of Keptucky, this book is filled
with beautiful images of the land he
knows:

“The most exemplary nature is that of
the topsoil. It is very Chrigt-like in its
passivitv and beneficence and in the
penetrating energy that issues out of its
peaceableness. It increases by experi-
ence, by the passage of seasons over it,
growth rising out of it and returning to
it, not by ambition or aggressiveness. It
is enriched by dl things that die and
enter into it. It keeps the past, not as
history or as memory, pur as ricnness,
new posshility. Its fertility is dways
building up out of death into promise.
Death is the bridge or the tunnel by
which its past enters its future”

Memory of Old Jack, 1970, 92.65 from:

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich

757 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10017
A novel of an old farmer’'s last day,
flashing back through his life and rela-
tionships with the people and land of
his home. His frustrations with so many
of the new generations who have suc-
cumbed to the lure of the city life is
based in his own experience of strength
and love received back from his own
hard work and simple life.




HISTORICAL

History only doesn’t exist in the present
if we call it bistory and ignore it. Trac-
ing something backwardsisa good way
to reach a conclusion for the future. A
city’s growth pattern, for example, can
only make sense in the context of what
war there when it began, and what in-
fluenced some areas to become industri-
al, others to be lived in by only some
people and not others. It is especially
important now in tbe context of need-
ing low impact technology azd tools
that we keep track OF the disappearing,
the dying, the passing, the soft-spoken
skills and metaphors of olderpeople.

Tagle Bend, Self Portrait, $1 from:
Eagle Bend Public Schools, -
District No. 790
Eagle Bend, MN 56446
& history and portrait of the town.
dand made feeling. Range of centribu-
:ors, children and adult. Modd for
weighborhood and small town efforts.

Asabel Curtis Sampler, $4.95 from:

Puget Sound Access

P.O. Box 4100

Pioncer Square Station

Seattle, WA 98104
The Asahel Curtis photograph collection,
housed a the Washington State History
Society, contains about 60,000 nega-
tives, mostly of Seettle, in the period
1900-1915. This volume, edited by
David Sucher (who severa yvears ago
compiled the Puget Sound Access Cata-
log) is a selection of about 100 photos
with accompanying text.It isa
clearly-designed dide show kind of book,
and it should be of interest to Sesttle
lovers as well as a. model for selective
historical photo perspectives.

Old Glory, the Amazing Life Games Co.
Co., 1973, 54.95 from:

Warner Paperback Library

75 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, NY 10020

The ora history movement? In large
book format a survey of grass roots
history groups around the country;
with detailed information on doing
interviewing, historical preservation, re-
searching your local neighborhood,

my hospita in the near woods

region, state. It is subtitled: a pictorial
report on the grass roots history move-
ment and the first hometown history

primer.

A Talent for Detail: The Photographs
of Miss Frances Benjamin Johnson,
1898-1910, by Pete Danie and Ray-
mond Spock, 1974, 55.95 from:

Harmony Books

Crown Publishers Inc.

419 Park Ave. South

New York, NY 10016
A wonderful collection of photos of the
South (including Black South), famous
people, sailors and factory workers.
Johnson understands people. Pouring
over this book is a good way of feeling
closer to that era

An Everyday History of somewnere,
as written down by Ray Raphae,
1974, 510 from:

Alfred A. Knopf

201 E. 50th

New York, NY 10022
A very nice informa history of people
and places ir Northern California. In-
cluding natural history. Fine pen and
ink iltustrations.

a 4 What follows is a small piece of a diary by a six-year-old

i orphan living in ar Oregon logging camp et ¢he turn of
the century. Opel was obviously a remarkable child-her
diary is pure poetry and a delight to read. I'm sure the
book will be out in paperback within a year, but 7’ not
sire you " want to wait.

Opal, by Opal Whiteley, arranged and adapted by Jane
Boulton, 1976, 96.95 from:

Macmillan Publishing Co.

866 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10022

Today the grandpa dug potatoes in the field.
I followed along eafter.
| picked them up and piled them in piles.
Some o1 wierh were very plump.
: And al the time | was picking up potatoes
T | did have conversations with them.

% To some potatoes | did tell about,

and al rhe little folk in it

and how much prayers and songs

and mentholatum helps them to have well feels.

To other potatoes | did talk about my friends—
how the crow, Lars Porsena,

does have a fondness for collecting things,

how Aphrodite, the mother pig, has a fondness
for chocolate creams,
how my dear pig, Peter Paul Rubens, wears a i O
little hell coming to my cathedral service. '

Potatoes are very interesting folks.
| think they must see a lot

of what is going on in the earth.
They have so many eyes.

Too, | did have thinks

of dl their growing days

there in the ground,

and ali the things they did hear.

And &fter, | did count the eyes
that every potato did have,
and their numbers were in blessings.

1 have thinks these potatoes growing here

did have knowings of star songs.

| have kept watch in the field a night

and | have seen rhe stars

look kindness down upon them.

And | have waked between the rows of potatoes
and | have watched

the star gleams on their leaves.
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Communities

by Grandma Brown

My parents were Americans from several branches of American
pioneers and in their youth traveled the Oregon Trail with
their parents. at different times, not knowing each other until
afterward. They had the knowledge of homesteading and of
mutual surviva techniques. A ma’ had to know a number of
sills: the care of livestock, the maintenance of equipment,
building of fences, houses and out-buildings, how to sink a
well, when to plant, when to harvest, and many other things.
He could well have passed college exams in husbandry as well
as give the college a few pointers not included in their courses.
Although many of them were somewhat short on sophisticated
education, theirswas education of a different sort, based upon
‘experiments of their ancestors in America

My maternal grandfather chose mountain farming and had
anup and down farm at Beaver, Oregon, while my other
‘grandpa chose to live “ear the sea at Tillamook. He was a
carpenter.
#’My young parents, during their first years of marriage, lived
iin the deep forest and peeled tan bark. Now this is the taking
#of bark from certain trees to he used for tanning, but without

ermanently |njur|ng the trees. They kept two horses, 13
heep, bees, pigs, a cow, and chickens.

I was the first born, and when | was three we traveled from
Fillamook County to Lane County, and my father took a
imber claim near Springfield. The trip was made via covered

gon, and | can remember how it mined just about all the
u'ray »the horses sometimes walking in water up to their kness,

“drawing the wagon over graveled roads. We would have to find
a barn by nightfall to shelter rhe team or they would he sick.
% ##The community was well established, but there was one

remaining parcel of 137 acres. which my father filed clam to.
‘But there was a sizable stream running along the roadside edge
‘of it and the strip was occupied by a man named Putnam, as
» well as the rest of his acres aong the side of curs. Upon this
strip there was a maple grove and two springs, and Mr. Putnam

was charging campers 25¢ a night to camp there. People were
litterbugs in those days too, and rhe grove and the creek were
full of pollution.

The whole acreage was one jungle of tall trees, underbrush
and foliage, woven together with vines. Space for living had to
be cleared. It was & insurmountable job for one man with
nothing but a saw and some axes. But we weren't alone. Soon
our forest rang with the sound of ax and saw and cals of
“Timber.” The men of the community made short work of it,
and soon there was space for a road, a barn and a house. The
logs were trimmed and sent to the government sawmill up on
the hill. And it came back nesatly sawed into lengths of [umber
for building. It was sucked on the property and left to season.

For a while my father helped Mr. Donaldson on his place,
but there was need for a man to work at the sawmill. The gov-
ernment furnished but one overseer a the mill, and the rest of
the labor had to be voluntary. There were three government
houses at the mill, and one was vacant, so we moved up there -
for a time. My father was doing his part for his community, .
the other twa families for theirs.

A oneroom house was built as temporary living space, and
we moved down from the mountain. Dad made some chairs
and tables, and Mr. Donaldson gave us the stove from the hop
house. We had brought beds and sonte other articles with us
from Tillamook. The spring was some distance from the house,
and water had to becarried from it untii Dad drove down a
pipe and installed a kand pump.

The sow had six pigs, all of them females, and Dad took
that to mean that his surplus for the community would be
pork. Every member of the community raised a surplus.o be
distributed among the members. Mr. Donaldson had a large
orchard with a variety of fruit, and he fattened cattle on the
river bottom during the summer; Mr. Carney had sheep; he
furnished mutton and wool. So it went.

The timber crew came and the clearing of the land began.
Dad had been busy dashing our a lot of the underbrush. but it
was necessary for skilled men to take out the big trees. The
logs were floated down the river to sawmills downstrea=, but
some of them Dad took up to the high sawmill, and they were
cut into lumber for our house. In taking out timber rhe pio-
neers were always careful to leave some, so each homestead=:
had part of his place left in forest. This, too, is better thinned
out, the dead and diseased trees used for fire wood. Stumps
were blasted out with dynamite, but one must know how to
handle that stuff.

There were about 25 families in our community, and each
community was determined by the boundaries of its school
district, although each ran into the other and exchange went
on among people for miles around. The areas of the farms
varied. Some had not claimed their 160 acres limit, but each
tried to raise as much for his own family as he could and de-
pend on the surpluses for the rest. Surplus and labor were a-
ways free. You did not insult a man by offering him money
for his help.




This is a shortened version of a

piece sent to Joel and Sherri Davidson of
Living in the Ozarks. They didn’t have room
for it, so they sent it on to us. Dulcie Brown
now lives at 2646 N. First, Fresno California
93702

Each two weeks the members of the communitynet at the
school house. The first thing the men held a meeting to assess
the progress of the community and to decide the order of
work for the nextrwo weeks. Every man would explain his
owr nerds. and volunteers would be assigned to help him in
whatever he had to do.

When problems arose there was voting, and usuaily dl
members abided by the will of the mgority. There were no
elected officers, but generdly they sought the advice of Mr,
Donaldson, who was the oldest and most experienced. When
the men had decided exactly what was to he done in the next
half month. the young men held their meeting and discussed
vital issues of the day. often scheduling debates on vita issues
affecting the state or nation.

Noon time lunch was on long tables outside, or, if it was
rainy, insde the school heuse, The ladies then displayed their
handiwork for al roadmire, After that they discussed prob-
lems concerning housekeeping and children.

Evening brought enterrainment, Young men played their
instruments, someone sang. and children recited poems. During
the early evening there was a time devoted entirely to yourng
. children, when any one of us could say anything we wanted,

" tefl our problems, or just show off. Each member, big and

~ little, was made to feel his importance to the community a5 a
~ whole. If a decison went against a member. he was offered

. opportunities to perform some important service which was
- designed to restore his confidence. Each family was a unit re-

o volving within a unit of the community.

As girls grew up, they were given opportunities to stay for

- short periods in homes other than their own to learn different

ways of doing things than their mothers did. Or they often

+ worked outdoors gardening or grooming animals. There was a

wide range of choices, one of which was to help with birthing
and care of infants and mothers. Our midwife was an Indian
lady, who was always ready to tell others the necessary things
to do. She usudly only stayed until the baby was horn and
mother and baby made comfortable, usually a day or a little
longer. Then other women or girls took over. The new mother
was aways kept in bed 10 days after her baby was born. and
that is the natural way to protect her health. Of course al
women nursed their babies. But in the rare case when she
couldn’t nurse, a goat was brought and rhe bzby thrived on
goat’s milk. I remember when my second brother was torn

| stood by and watched the midwife take care of the baby.
She explained to me everything she was doing, washing the
hahy, oiling him with olive ail, taking care of the navel and
putting on the band around his belly to bold the navel in place
and finaly handing the squaling little squirmer to his mother
for sustenance,

We took Saturday baths in the same tubs Mama washed the
clothes in. The hor water was taken from the reservoir or. the
side of the range. If was my job to fill that reservoir every
day, carrying in buckets oi wafer from the pump on the
porch. | aisc carried in tons of wood from the woodshed off

the hack porch. (It was the cabin Dad built first.)

Wc had a telephone on which line there were some umpteen
subscribers. Ir sometimes took you a while to get a call through
because somebody was aways on the line. Early one day in
the spring there came an emergency call. One short ring aways
meant clear the line. animportant call coming through. Then
the ring. ft was oursl Why? Don’t ask me. But when Dad an-
swered, there was a battery of receivers down and the cal
was: San Francisco is burning. There has been a terrible earth-
guake. Many homeless. What can you give? Wayside (place at
the side of the road) what you can and teamsters will pick it
up.
It was spring. nothing had been produced yet. All we had
to spare were a few bushes of potatoes in the bin that had
weathered rhe winter. Those Dad rook to the roadside, After
the disaster there were a great number of homeless children,
and these were offered for adoption. You had to pledge to
treat the child as your own, to send it to school and keep it
in good hedth. You aso had to be of good character. We did
not put in for adopting, bur some others did. Donaldsons had
three boys, so did Carneys, and each opted for a girl. Donald-
sons got a girl named Jenny, about 15, and Carneys a girl
named May aged about & The Carneys showered their girl
with everything, and | loved to play with her because she had
so maay toys. May aso had two fathers. Herreal dad hadn't
been killed, but he put her up for adoption. We dl sort of
envied a girl who had everything, eventwo Papas.

You might think that people who worked as hurd as they
did wouldn't have rime for fun. But. to rhe contrary, almost
anything was cause for celebration. Weddings caled for a
chivauri(l am not sure | spell if right) and a dance and a giving
of presents. Christmas was a big time, with parties at various
houses, exchange of gifts, and a play given in the school house.
This usually was children acting cut the manger scene. And a
big Christmas free with everybody under 1X getting a big bag
of goodies.

In al it was a community well organized and hardly ever
a had dispute. Nobody knew how much money you had; it
wasn't important. It was something one forgot until the rare
rimes when it might he needed. But if you didn't have it it
wasn't a necessity. And | think that may he why those old
days were so good.




The beautiful jewels of cities at night,
of sunset and moonrise on the clouds, of
pastel deserts, snow-capped mountains
with glaciers and emerad pools of ice-
formed wafers. The history of the life
of our planet in the faint traces of vast
floods, river-cut gorges and canyons,
layering of rock, the building and de-
stroying of soil and vegetation. The
devastation we have brought to places
wc have loved. and the painful and joy-
ful making of things we cherish. All give
new dimension and images tothe event:
that arc so closely interwoven with our
lives that we cannot conceive of their
total nature and form. Seeing from
above or afar, and the maps such visions
create that guide our future actions and
dreams, gives new dimensions to our
consciousness Of ourselves. our actions
and our planet.

Starmaker, Olaf Stapleton, $1.95 from:

Penguin Books

7110 Ambassador Rd.

Baltimore. MD 21207
A deeply perceptive examination of the
different patterns and levels of relation-
ships on our little planet. presented
“from above,” vidting different planets
and societies where each relationship is
dominant. Gives some beautiful evolu-
tionary glimpses into possible futures.

Cosmic View: The Universe in 40 Jumps,
Kees Boeke, $4.50. from:

John Day Books

T.Y. Crowell Co.

666 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10019
From a fly on a hand out into gaaxies
and then back into the hand and down to
inner space, which of course might as
well be outerspace.

“Our World from the Air,” E.A.Gut-
kind, in Man's Rele is Changing the
Face of the Earth, Wm. Thomas, editor,
1956, Vol. 1 $4.95 from:

University of Chicago Press

5801 Ellis Ave.

Chicago, IL 60637
Gutkind’s pioneering work with aeria
images has besn instrumental in giving
us visual perspective on the patterns of
our activities and rhe changes they have
-made in our planer.

Powers of Ten, Ray and Charles Eames,
1968, $10 rental from:

Film Distribution Section

Divison of Cinema

University of Southern California

Los Angeles, CA 90007

or

Museum of Modern Art

11 West 53rd Street

New York, NY 10019
8-minute color film. A linear view of out
universe from the human scale to the
sea Of galazies, then directly down to
rhe nucleus of a carbon atom. With an
image, a narration and a dashboard, if
givesa clue to the relative size of things
and what it means to add another zero
to any number. kt can bc bought for
$150 from Pyramid Films, Box 1048,
Santa Monica. CA 9040¢

ATS I Pictures of the Earth and
Indian Ocean Cloud Patterns. from:

National Center far Atmospheric

Research

P.O. Box 1470

Boulder, CO 80832
The first home movies oi our planct
and the rhythms of weather change
through time lapse photography. Other
films available.

The Third Planet-Terrestrial Geology in
Orbital Photographs, Paul D. Lowman,
Jr., $32.00 (plus $10 airmail) from:
Welcflugbild
Verlag Reinhold A. Muller
Feldmeilen
Zurich, Switzerland

Weltraumblider, ). Bodechtel & H. G.
Gierloff-Emden, $15.00 (plus 5'7.20
airmail) from:

Paul List Verlag KG, Munchen

SV Sudwest

Munchen 33

Postfach, 780 Germany

The Earth From Space, J.Bodechtel &
H. G. Gierloff-Emden, $16.95 from:

Arco Publishing Co,, Inc.

219 Park Avenue S.

New York, NY 10003
Planetary systems of weather, water,
rock and life becomes much more com-
prehensible when viewed from above.
These collections of photography from
space flights are both beautiful and
highly informative. Weltraumbilder is
the most recent and comprehensive.
All three form useful tools for under-
standing, politics, geology, weather,
navigation.

Lloyd Kahn -




22

“Viewed from the distance of the moo”, the astonishing thing about the earth, catching rhe breath, is that it iz alive. The photo-
graphs show the dry, pounded surface of the moo” in the foreground, dead as & old bone. Aloft, floating free beneath the moist,
gleaming membrane of bright blue sky, is the rising earth, the only exuberant thing in this part of the cosmos. If you had bee’
looking for avery long, geologic time, you could have see” the continents themselves in motion, drifting apart on their crustal
plates, held afloat by the fire beneath. It has the organized, self-contained look of a live creature, full of information, marvelously

skilled in handling the sun.”

Lives Of = cdl, Lewis Thomas

Ecological Surveys frow Space, National
Aeronautics & Space Administration,
avalable for $1.75 from:
Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402
This is an introduction to use of satel-
lite aerial photography in ground (
(otherwise known as earth) inventories;
forestry, agriculture, hydrology, etc.
Lois of color photos. Published in
1970, so there have been many advan-
ces since then.

The World From Above, Hanns Reich,
1968, $6 from:

Hill and Wang

Farrar, Straus & Giroux

19 Union Square W.

New York, NY 10003

Contains the magic and meaning lacking
in Photo-Atias of U.S. Beautiful images
that coaesce and retain new under-
standing of the events thar we are
usually so close to that wc cannot see
and comprehend. Wesather, glaciers, ter-
raced rice paddy, cities, elkherds and
bird flocks, swimmers, plowed fidds,
strip mining, river meanders, bomb

. craters, desert oasis, and our small

earth-hail home.

Photo Atlas of the United States,
Photographic Internarional, 1975,
$5.95 from:

Ward Ritchie Press

474 S. Arroyo Piey

Pasadena, CA 91105
First complete photographic

atlas of U.S. using satellite photography.

Color enlargements of 10 major cities.
A vauable concept, but hopefully will
be followed by photo atlases with great-
er sengtivity. Little range of scale is
given—no sense of U.S. as part of globe,
of detailled close-in enlargements of
various regions, of earth and weather,
of the real beauty of color that has
made every air traveler fall in love with
the beauty of our planet. Scale used
corresponds more to traditional political
boundaries than either to geo-cultural
regions or ability to clearly revea land-
form patterns.

National Ocean Survey
Rockvilie, MD 20852
Aerial photos mostly of coastal areas.

Aerial Photography Division
Agricultural Stabilization &
Conservation Service
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
Washington, DC 20250
Especially important if you're looking
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for a photographic description of how
things have changed. They have nega-
tives back to 1933 and presently have
images of over 80% of the nation.

0" a loca level. you can often get
aeriak maps ST reference to resources
from State Departments of Geology,
Regicnai Planning Asscciations and
State Highway Departments. Or buy
yourself or a friend a specid treat:
rent & airplane and pilot and photo-
graph your home from above.

Interpretation O Aerial Photographs,
3rd Ed., T. Eugene Avery, $10.95, from:

Burgess Publishing Co.

426 South 6th St.

Minneapolis, MN 55415
Thorough coverage of aerial photography
-processes used, techniques of interpre-
tation, sources of aerial photographs and
maps, uses in agriculture, forestry, land-
forms and geology, engineering, urpan-
industrial patterns, and air intelligence
and military rarget andysis. A goldmine
of interesting information.

The EROS Data Center

Sioux Falls, SD 57198
The ERTS {now called Land-Sat) satel-
lites launched in 1972 and 1973 have
photographed nearly the entire globe
from & dtitude of about 900 kilo-
meters. The ground resolution of Land-
Sat images is about 180-275 meters,
compared with Gemini and Apollo from
70 to 125 meters, Skylab's multi-spectral
camera at 40 to 100 meters, Skylab's
earth terrain camera, 10 to 40 meters,
high dtitude aircraft cameras 4 to 10
meters, and military satellite cameras,
which can obtain a resolution better
than 3 meters.

in order to make use of the images
effectively, it is recommended you have
access to a computer-otherwise it's kind
of like the proverbia bird that sings too
high to hear. The data produced is stag-
gering. “It will produce 15 million bits
of information per second, the equiva
lent of & Encyclopedia Britannica every
couple of minutes.”

The ordering of Land-Sat images is
complicated. We recommend you write
for details. (High flight aircraft-U-Z-
and Skylab images aso available).




The political regions of our country have developed with total
disregard for the redities of our land and our regiona cultures
arising from that land. Our “melting pot” mythology has at-
tempted to erase local and regicnal cultures—bur it has yer to
erase the landferms, climate, soils. vegetation and living crea-
tures that constantly bring into being regiona persondities
and cultures in response to the unique problems, potentials
and rhythms of each place. Those regiona lives and cultures

boundaries.

Maps are useful when things get to” big
or complex for us to tie together in our
own memory and perception. Recently
applied tools that permit mapping un-
derwater, at different wavelengths than
visible light, or from earthorbit creare
maps that coalesce together a new
feeling/understanding of our places. Get
together the following maps, put rhem
all up an a wall, and you're ready for
Some fascinating travels.

Landforms of the United States. $1
from:

Erwin Raisz (Map No. 3)

130 Charles Street

Boston, MA 02114
The only maps most of us are used to
seeing are highway maps that make it
look like there’s nothing in this country
but freeways and road numbers. There
may not be, but if you ped off those

are essential and will endure beyond an) artificial political

A look at one of Erwin Raisz'sintricately beautiful fard-
form maps of rhe U.S. (No. 3-51.30 from Erwin Raisz,13¢
Charles St., Boston, MA 02134} gives real meaning to the re-
gions shown here, which respond like a well-fitting shoe to
the different landform regions. These regions have shared
problems, poientials and lifestyles which sharing among the
people of the regions can do much to improve. The life of

roads and look ar the contours of the
land beneath. you end up with the
beautiful Erwin Raisz landform maps.
You ¢an pour over these for hours—
discovering that the hills of northeast
Indiana are termina moraines of gla
ciers and rhe old shores of Lake Erie,
or follow the cleft of tue Hudson River
and Lake Champlain al the way from
New York to Montreal, or see the cliff
over which Niagara Falls stretches for
miles across upstate New York. Write
for list of other maps.

Portrait U.S.A., for price and other
offerings, write:
National Geographic Society
17th and M Streets, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
Issued as a supplement to the July 1976
National Geographic, this is the first
color photomosaic of the U.S. Pro-

ives

duced from more than 500 separate
satellite photos 1I” provide a clear and
cloud-free view, it's what we would
look like if we had a real big mirror to
look into, or were ditting on a chair in
high orbit.

ect

Potential Natural Vegetation Of the
Coterminous United States, $14.50
from:

American Geographical Society

Broadway at 156th St

New York, NY 10032
An overwhelming 65'x40" eight color
map that lays out the location and ex-
tent of various plant communities in
rhe U.S. They correspond, of course,
with the landform and geology maps,
and the population maps correspond to
these. Forms the basis for meaningful
b&regions where similar and shared
conditions provide a useful basis for a
shared culture.




Tidewater, Virginia, is closer to that of New Orleans than to
West Virginia. The myths of Planet Drum and Lcotopiaare
dive for the people of the Pecific Coast. The dryland farming
of eastern Montana has more to share with that of the Texas
Panhandle than with western Montana. Regional publications
are arising to further the sharing of our lives and the meeting
of our common needs. A sense of our regions and their cul-
tures gives us a sense of place and of our roots :
where we can find resources to answer our needs.

well as of
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Atlases such as rhe Clisatic Atlas of the 1.5 by Stephen
Visher can give more detailed regiona maps for ropography,
geology, climate, soils, flora and fauna-but they only hrlng
into finer focus the general regional pattern. Different regions
have distinctive features and resources, and much to share
with each other, bur our lives are nourished and formed
dominantly by what is offered and rewired of us by the
region in which we live. Know it well’

Geo-cultural Regions

J

A
- Nebraska

) Akanss

7

N

SUPERIOR UPLAND A
- ’tf/‘
b

1llinois

Missiasippi
Louisiana, e

P Rﬁ“ﬁ;&"g

wa:‘;:“‘

i b
% Indiana\‘ Ohio
1

} Fluﬁda
\? .

World Biogeographical Provinces Map,

22" x38", full color, $3 postpaid from:

CoEvolution Quarterly

P.O. Box 428

Sausalito, CA 94965
Attempts to do on a world scae what
Potential Vegetation does so beauti-
fully for the U.S. A good first attempt,
and, given funding and expertise equal
to the American Geographical Society,
would hopefully provide a stunning
new image of meaningful world regions.

Population DistriZztion, Urban and
Rural, inthe U.S. -1970, United States
Maps, GE-70, No. 1 (Stock No. 0324.
00224),35¢ from:

Superintendent of Documents

U.S. Government Printing Office

Washington, DC 20402
This map shows population by white
dots on a black map on a deep blue
background. The U.S. appears as it does

from an arplane at night, with the
necklaces of twinkling lights out of the
darkness coalescing into the fairyland
of urban areas. Shortly after we first
saw this, an issue of Astronomniy ap-
peared with an infra-red satellite photo-
graph of the U.S. on the cover which
looked exactly like this population map.

The Floor Of the Oceans, $10 from:
American Geographical Society
Broadway at 156th St
New York, NY 10032

Ocean Floor Maps, inquire for available
maps and prices from:

National Geographic Society

17th and M Streets, N.W.

Washington, DC 20036
The maps from the American Geographi-
ca Society cost about ten rimes as much
as those from the National Geographic

Society, bur are incredibly more beauti-
ful and detailed. These maps ded with
the two-thirds of our planer that is
hidden from our eyes beneath a layer
of waier as well as an ocean of air.
Rivers flow there, and vast mountains
and plains revea the growing pains of a
cooling planet. There are deserts and
fertile valeys and vast migrations of
sand, water, plants, animals, fish, heat
and wind. These maps give an amazing
view into the geography of these regions.

Bio-Region Maps

When you put these al together, you
begin to discover a sense of bioregions—
where geological, biological and cultural
patterns coincide and co-evolve. These
regions form a many rimes more use-
ful organization for thinking and doing
things than do the abstract and histori-
cally accidental boundaries of states or
federal regions.




MAPS

The four most important federal mappers are the Coast and
Geodetic Survey, the Geologica Survey, the Forest Service
and the Bureau of Land Management. The first, with its
coadtal charts and its ners of mathematical triangulations,
underlies al the others. The Geological Survey is responsible
for two current series of maps, both incomplete, and some
superseded series 100, dso incomplete; furthermore, its maps
are the underpinning of the famous Army Map Service map-
ping. the series which for the first time in history was pushed
through to completion for every acre of American soil.

‘She Army series (issued aso in a civilian version, handled
by the Geological Survey), while admirable in many ways,
must be given low marks in certain fields, notably legibility.
Why two versions, a military and a civilian? I've seen them
both; rhe difference seems to consist in just one feature: the
grid or land net. The military version displays the ten-kilo-
meter military grid, an entirely fictitious grid resembling (but
not identical with) latitude and longitude. The civilian version
dispiays the net of townships, a real, not fictitious, grid,
inasmuch as 1t isactually marked out by witness trees, stakes
and landmarks.

Many would like to own at least one of the famous
moulded piastic relief maps which have been made by an
Eastern firm on the basis of the military version of the Army
series. They're now available through retailers, after a long
period of limited distribution through a military map office
only.

The Army maps are amost too stingy in their scaleto be
of great use to the walker, bicyclist or leisurely motorist. They
are a the scale of 1:250,000, yieding a mile which is only

MAP SOURCES

U.S. Geologica Survey
Map Information Office

{Bob Benson)

National Ocean Survey
Distribution Div., C-44

114 of an inch long. Thr one big advantage of this series is
that it is complere--has no gaps-a point not tobe sneezed at
if you have had the common experience of finding that your
favorite series has a hole just where you were depending on it
to help you.

The Geological Survey also handles its own two series,
caled the “mile per inch” and the“2000-footer.” The first
has a scale of 1:62,500, which yields a mile so close to an
inch in length rhat rhe difference is negligible. This series is
printed in sheets about 17x21 inches insize, each covering a
guadrangle 15 minutes of latitude and longitude on its sides.
The oblong measures about 12x17 miles in area. Each oblong
bears the name of some town, mountain or lake within it.
Local retailers ask about $1 per sheet; if you're in no hurry
you can send off to Geological Survey. Federal Center. Denver,
for their index or key maps and their price lists, generally
avout 75 cents per sheet. The series has extensive and dis-
graceful gaps.

A more generous scale, 2000 feet per inch, characterizes
the other Geological Survey series. Like the mile-per-inch, if
shows land forms by mean; of brown lines called contours.
On the whole, it is this series that the Geologica Survey is
pushing nowadays. while the other series marks time. This is
the series to ger, if you can afford it. Prices are the same as
for the other series, around $1 per sheet. But where a given
area will be covered by only one or two sheets in the mile-
per-inch series, it will require four to eight sheets for the same
area in the 2000-fcoter series. The oblongs are about 6x9
miles, or 16x23 inches, in area, and the latitude-longitude
guadrangle is 7-1/2 minutes on a side. Bulky and unwieldy.

Department of Agriculture
Washington, DC 20250

Washington, DC 20242
The most widely-used maps, used in
most hiking and guidebooks. They aso
have useful publications, including:
Maps Of zhe United States, Types Of
Maps Published by Government Age#n-
cies, Topographic Maps (how to read,
etc.). Write for derailed information on
maps about your area.

U.S. Army Topographic Command
Corps of Engineers
Washington, DC 20315
Maps developed for corps projects, as
well as world-wide coverage, and some
plagtic relief maps.

Washington, DC 20235
The new world air charts now show a-
most al the land areas of the planet (a
few Siberian and Antarctic sheets ill
in the works). Ask for cataog of aero-
naurtical charts and related publications.

Coast and Geodetic Survey
Rockville, MD 20852
Shoreline and river channel maps.

Bureau of Land Management

Dept. of Iaterior

Washington, DC 20240
Mostly the BLM mapping is in the west-
ern half of the U.S.. where most of the
public land holdings are.

Both the Soil Conservation Survey and
the U.S. Forest Service do extensive
mapping. Write to find regional/local
offices.

The National Atlas Of the United
States, 431 pp., 14 pounds, $100
from:

U.S. Geological survey

1200 S. Eads St

Arlington, VA 22202
Eight years in the planning. Election
districts, agriculture, exploration,
battlefields, climate, population. A
good reference tool. Get your library
to purchase it.




Oxford World Atlas and Economic
Atlgs OF the World,
1972 from:

Oxford University Press

200 Madison Ave.

New York, NY 10016
The World Atlas, at $6.95. has gotto
be the bargain atlas. Very colorful.
Stands up well with a spiral binder.
The way they have broken up the
world is rather awhkward but still
delightful.

The Econoniic Atlas has over 200
maps illustrating world resources,
nation by nation production of goods.
erc. Vrry good for overview.

- Geography and Cartography, a Refer-
" ence Handbook, C. B. Muriel Lock,
$32.50 from;

Shoestring Press

P.O. Box 4327
Hamden, CT 06514

- With this 750-page annotated catalog/
directory to books about geography
and maps, atlases and much more in
related fields, you can get lost. But
what safer way to get lost than in a
book about maps.

The annotated entries are sufficient
t0 give you an idea about the content
and how it will/won’t fit your fancy or
need.

Atlas of Oregon, William G. Loy,
project director, $24.00 from:

University of Oregon Press

Eugene, OR 97403
180 pages of 4-color maps, 700 total,
six pounds (or 2.5 kilos-as it is done in
the metric system). The atlas is smilar
to the Washington Environmental Atlas,
although the range of subjects is greater,
and the scale is somewhat simaller and
not quite as useful for derailed planning.
The overal picture of the state is about
as whole systems as you can get. Might
serve as amantra before environmental
design gatherings.

There are historical maps, popula
tion density, habit of over 500 species
(very small maps). household income,
newspaper distribution. power genera-
tion, climate, land use, labor and health
stansries,

The introduction/overviews to the
mapped areas are aso well written.

The Acquisition OFf Maps and Charts
Published by the Lzited States
Government, $2.00 from:

Publications Office

249 Amory Bldg.

University of lllinois Graduate

School ¢f Library Science

Champaign, IL 61820
A guide that can lead you ro maps on
dozens of subjects, and introduce you
to how to order. and defining your
needs.

Also a good resource list/bibliog-
raphy that can lead you still furrhcr.

Mapping the World: Portrait Of
Mother Earth, Erwin Raisz, $3.00 from:
Abelard-Schuran Inc.
6 West 57th St
New York, NY 10016
An introductionto mapping by that
cartographic magician.

o ___gonafban (arver’s %rﬂz;ﬂ':nerica
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Muap Collecitons in the U8, and
Canada, a directory, rd. by David
Carringron, 1970, $8 from:
Specid Libraries Assn.
235 Park Ave. S.
New York, NY 10003
There xc guite a few good map resding
books. Here are some I've used:
Mapping, by David Greenwood,
1964, 53.95 irom:
University of Chicago Press
Chicago, IL 60637
Nontechnical introductionto mapping
in general.
Map Reading, $1.59 from:
Dept. of Army Field Manual
Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402
This is goad stuff on practica map
reading.
Things Maps Don’t Teli Us, Armin K.
Lobeck, 1956, $6.95 from:
Mcillan Publishing Co.
866 Third Ave.
New York, NY 10022
Mr. Lobeck tekes some sample map
blow-ups and in detail describes how to
read the maps through geographic
interpretation. a good compliment to
more specific map reading books.

Guide to the Cartographic Records in
the Nationgl Archives, $3.25 from
Government Printing Office

If you really getinto maps. (Order
Genera Services Division book

no. 56%-b.)
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Fig. 66. The prevailing idea in the mid-eighteenth century
was that North America was a sort of pyramid with aff
great rivers rising from the Shining Mountains in the cenrer

(From B. De Vota, The Course of Empire, Houghton Mifflin, 1952.)
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In Chinese the character (symbol) meaning to be lost in the
forest relates to a state of non-existence

Our own language is filled with references to the mind as a
place, a place to explore, and where one can get lost, with
byways and paths, fields and forests, terrors and rivers.

There are stream of consciousness, centers of attentiorn,
right paths and mental reservations.

People get lost in thought, find their way, change directions.

The quality of one’s model of the universe is measured by
how well it matchesthe real universe.

A friend of mine was arrested one day becausc he had 17st
his way. He was on his way to aarge city north of here hut
suddenly realized he (or another he) had taken himself east
toward another, smaller town. He was found lightly hitting
his head against a telephone pole in frustration.

He was brought to court to have judgment passed on his
STATE of mind. Was he harmful te himsdalf or others, and/or
was he capable of taking care of himself.

Another time | saw a person standing a foot away from a
very white wall. staring at a parch of light. He stood there for
five minutes. He was geirng nowhere. He had no purpose and
was logt in the patch of light, or lost in thought.

We wouldn't think of arresting someone who was lost, but
knew where he was going, only not bow to get there, but to
be disoriented because your mental compass is broken and
you have no way of knowing how to get on to the next thing
(no things, just all around, every which way), or why te go
anywhere rather than right here-that’s when you stand out.

| read a summary of my mental state once. which was
surmised during a sdlective service medical examination. It

was quit. smply pur: patient is in touch with rime, piace and
person. I've learned to fake being a conductor too well.

One can simulate systemsor already internal systems inside
his self. Models of thinking-feeling-doing ave as valid as models
of river drainage systems, Of aircraft, of space ships, or Of
universes. (John Lilly)

The brain is being mapped. Neuropsychologists and other
brain scientists are like archaeologists or anthropologists beset
with the problem of uncovering and describing the intricate
network of a dig the size of a cosmic New York City.

Each cell (in the mind) is capable of linking up across
special pathways with between 60,000 and 300,000 other
cells,

As with rhe technology of satellite and high aerial photog-
raphy, the one perspective from above (or in the case of brain
science, the one perspective of mapping the physical brain) is
not sutiicient.

There is a necessary interplay between the map and the
territory, the census bureau and the residents, the studier and
the studied, the high flizht photographer. computer program-
mer and the native or guide to the land itsdlf.

The person who has lived for 50 years in one spot, in his
mind, or on a piece of land, can tell others through a specia
kind of knowledge (knowing that, rztherthan knowing how)
what it's like to live on that land, in their mind.

It seems that no man can effectively illuminate the way for
all men. There ismorethanone road and a great number of
sub-paths. On all these, men who can serve as beacons are
needed. (John Lilly)




Mind in the Waters, edited by Joan
Mclntyre, 1974, $6.95 from:

Sierra Club Books

530 Bosh St.

San Francisco, CA 94108
Maps of a water world forged by
sound inthe brain of ddicate undulat-
ing shaped wet beings.

Mental Maps, Peter Gould, Rodney
White, 1974, $2.95 from:

Penguin Books

72 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10011
I heard once about a woman who moved
to Oregon based on a viewmaster dide
of Crater Lake (which was recently pol-
luted) when she was 8-10 years old. Try
it sometime: ask people what areas
they'd like to live in and why.

| imagine that a lot of the 25% of the
nation’s energy consumption is from
people wanting to be there rather than
ere, or here rather than there. “We are
dowly redlizing that people’s percep-
tion of places is one of the things we
ust consider as we try to understand
the pattern of man’s work on the face
of the earth.”

Mental Maps is a report on studies
done in England, the U.S. and else-
where on how people perceive parts of
the world, especialy those they have
only just heard about.

Gaiton’s Walk, Herbert F. Crovitz,
Harper & Row, 1970. Out of Print
“Throughout the search for {a} lost
name, one can reject names that were
not the correct one even though the
correct one escapes capture. Further-
more. one could pick the lost name
from a list in which it was embedded,
if only one were given such a list. An
intriguing possibility is this: when the
stage has been reached in which one
can verbalize some features of asolu-
tion—i.e., the solution lies “at the tip
of one's tongue’-the solution has al-
ready been made (as a lost name was
once learned); the problem now is to
release it from cognitive inhibition.”

A Model Of the Brain,J. Z. Young,
1964, $13 from:

Oxford University Press

200 Madison Ave.

New York, NY 20016
From studies of octopus brain struc-
ture some possible patterns or networks
. that may be applicable to human men-
.- tal maps.

Mental

Embodiments Of Mind, Warren S.
McCuloch, 1965, $3.95 from:

MIT Press

Cambridge, MA 02142
This was the book (even though I've
never read it cover to cover) that
turned my thinking about the actual
life possibility of mathematically map-
ping the brain. That it was inevitable
and happening, but much longer than
a watched pot to complete. Very tech-
nica and/or abstract.

The Machinery Of ¢he Brain, Dean E.
Wooldridge, 1963, $2.45 from:

McGraw-Hill Books

1221 Ave. of the Americas

New York, NY 10036
Now 14 years old, much has happened
but this is a good piace to go-short of
going to technical medical journals-to
find out current state of what is known
about the mind/brain.

Laws of Form, G. Spencer Brown, 1969,
$2.25 from:

Bantam Books

666 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10019
It seems. and mathematicians contend
that mathematics deals with fundamen-
tal organization and structure of our
world and our minds. Yet it has aways
felt cold and abstract to me. This book
is a primer on Zen math, and for the
first time gives me hope that the world
of mathematics may someday be ex-
pressed in its beauty for everyone to
understand. Read the intreduction—
the rest may need a guide. The theme is

that 2 universe comes into being when-
ever a space is severed or a digtinction is
made, and by tracing the way we repre-
sent such a severance, we can recon-

struct with uncanny accuracy the basic
forms underlying linguistic, mathemati-
cal, physicd and biological science.

Brains, Machkines and Mathesnatics,
Michael A. Arbib, 1965, 52.45 from:
McGraw-Hill
1221 Ave. of the Americas
New York. NY 10036
Much good stuff outhe complicated
passages of electrical impulses through
the network of the brain.

The I Cbing or Baok Of Changes,
Richard Wilhelm/Cary Baynes trans-
lation, 1950, $8.50 from:

Princeton University Press

41 William Street

Princeton, NJ 08540
When we first were trying to decide on
a name for the RAINBOOK, we thought
of calling it the RAINBOOK of Changes,
because what it represented to us was
an account and access to a basc pat-
tern of changes our society was going
through. But that was too close to the
name of this beautiful and venerated
classic to fed right. You can’t read the
I Ching. It's not a book. It's somehow
a collection and distillation of powerful
and purified multidimensional lenses
through which we can review, meditate
on and realign our actions to our most
deepfelr sense of purpose and existence.

*See aso pages on Language in Com-
munications section.
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Resource Inventories

Although some planning, teking stock, making inventories,
has existed for years as a central part of planning and research
in loca and federa governmental agencies, in recent years
several things have contributed to an increase in mapping,
land use inventories and environmental impact surveys:
. a federal law, administered by the Environmental Protection
Agency, cals for environmentalimpact statements to be made
for projects which will have a mgjor impact on the environ-
ment.
. a genera trend toward evaluation and accountability.
. the availability of satellite and high aerial photographic
images and computer techniques associated with the data
collected that alows for tremendous amounts of information
to be put into patterns and contexts.
» theincrease in the amount of land use planning demanded
by local government and citizen groups.
« enriched ideas about the needs of and methods available for
making clearer pictures of interrelationships between different
disciplines and different physical laws.
. the furthering of ideas about carrying capacity of the land,
limits to growth and resource allocation.

As government increasingly gets involved in studying the
overal impact of development and growth, it becomes increas-

Environment, Power and Society,
Howard Odum, 1971, $6.50 from:

Wiley Interscience

605 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10016
Howard Qdum, and the energetics team
a University of Florida, have done
much to advance the idea of net energy
accounting, carrying capacity, and the
study of environmental impact through
amaulti-disciplined approach. His 1973

ingly clear that political boundaries make little sense. hence
the development of regional government units, which in many
cases relate more closdy to natura geo-regions. You can't
deal with a river that wiggles by purring it into political
draight lines.

As the techniques for measuring the impact of development
on the environment become more sophisticated, it aso be-
comes Clear that everything is related. You don’'t throw any-
thing away; you only give if. orthrow it to someone (another
agency for example) else. Environmental impact statements
and planning guidelines are now beginning to encempass both
the sociad and natural world. The measure of “‘success’ begins
to include such vague things as happiness. We are probably
just beginning to see the growth of cross discipline studies
that will entail ecologists working closer with sociologists,
and people working in energy relating to people working in
land use planning.

There are countless inventories, land use studies, environ-
mental impact statements published monthly. As well as keep-
ing tabs on it through local environmental groups,land use
planning agencies, etc.. you can get on the EPA mailing list in
your region. Write I": Environmental Protection Agency,

401 M Street, SW., Washington, DC 20460.

Washington Environmental Atlas, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (with assis-
tance from the Institute for Environ-
mental Studies), 1975, price unknown
from:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

4735 E. Margind Way S.

Seattle, WA 98134

A 3 foot by 2 foot inventory/atlas,
with several hundred contributors. Must

j: be one of the most complete surveys

paper, Energy, Ecology and Economics,
opened things up for a lot of us. Re-_

ever done (in mapping format). Our

printed numerous places, including
Co-Evolution Quarterly.

Transition, prepared by the Office of
Energy Research & Planning, 1975
$6.95 ($9.95 tolibraries) from:
Prometheus Unbound, Specialty
Books
P.O. Box 42261
Portland, OR 97242
A 250-page attempt tv give a picture/
map of the energy resources, use and

L]
]
.
.
.
.

first reaction: think of the money in-
volved. It lays on my floor, something
to wak around till it's reviewed. It grows
on you. Of course, there may have been
4 away to do if with less expense, but
> then again, it's a working tool. The
& problem with most atlases, like the NW
“ Atlas, is the scale is often only of genera
: interest; these maps, on the other hand,
> are generous enough to he of use in. for
example, environmental impact state-
ments, real, critical fand use decisions.

flow, of the area known (in the 1970s)
as Oregon. A commendable effort.

Design with Nature, lan L. McHarg, 1971
$5.95 paperback from:
Doubleday Natural History Press
Garden City, NY
This book brought city planning into
the context of ecologica studies. | ill,
after nor picking it up for severa years,
find it inspiring. The variety of perspec-
tives and maps is lovely.

-Red Corn Is there a Corps of Engineers preu-
(Osage) dice? No, | don't think so. The balance
D is there, the completeness of criteria,
which involves geological, hydrological.
Federal Environmental Monitoring biological, archeological, historical and

Directory, by the Council on Environ-
mental Quality. 30¢ from:
Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402
A redly well-done guide to federa
agencies doing environmental inventory
work.

contemporary cultural, environmental
use and recregtional manzgement.

Ask your library. This should he
made avaiiable to the public. Hours of
fascinating reading. Even has a map lo-
cating Bigfoot sightings-right after Fish
& Mollusks.
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Making the City Observable

Tt talses a fasrer breed af cacrographer
to keep track of the flow of growth and
death of gitiess da @atterns of informa
tion exchange, the results of decisions
and artitudes, the record of man's rela
tion to certain intense places where
communication, service exchange.
commerce and transportation are con-
centrated. As rivers leave canyons and
deltas, we leave footprints in our search
and finding of the things that we fed,
or are made to feel, we necd, to survive
and pursuc happiness.

A city has a money flaw
ffarne oW
rivers of tears
waste flow
energy flow
services flow

A ciry has a soundscape
smellscape
touchscape
sightscape
tastescape

In order to see the whole city, one
must begin to find patterns, networks,
;motivations and beliefs. There have
“been many good efforts recently to see,
.to comprehend acity.

N\ |

Makine the Citv Observable. Richard
Saul Wurman, 1971
$7.50 from:

MIT Press

Cambridge, MA 02142
This study and catalog of tools describes
some of the wide variety of planning
aids used and dreamt of. things like:
synagraphic mapping, computer
graphics, sequence experience notation,
urban atlases. walk-through models.
aerial photos, city photo books.
Excellent. A new edition has been
promised.

Zephyros

1201 Stanyen St.

San Francisco, CA 94117
They produce some of the best city
environmental education materials in
the country. Especidly relevant in this
context is Your City Has Been Kid-
napped. Ran Jones also did a good
guide on how to research a community
called Finding Cowmmunity. (See also
“Some ldeas’ below.)

World Soundscape Project

Dept. of Communication Studios

Simon Fraser University

Brunaby, BC Canada
Even the best of the cross-disciplined,
whole systems approach to thinking.
planning and designing often neglect
sound. It is another world that, outside
of music, is ignored. Our ahility to
describe sound, and to perceive changes
in the sound environment-ask someone
on a country road turned highway when
the road got noisy-is ill in early
stages, like mapping the physical world
was in the Middle Ages.

GEE! Group for Environmental
Education

1214 Arch St

Philadelphia, PA 19i07
| think they coined the phrase “Making
the City Observable” (and Richard
Wurman is a GEE!). They have pro-
duced many good materias that can
assist one tn comprehending the city
environment, including Yellow Pages
of Learning Resources and Qur Man-
muade Environmen. Write for current
publications list.

The Vancouver Book, Chuck Davis, editor,

1976 $10.95 fromu:

J. J. Douglas, Ltd.

1875 Welch Street

North Vancouver, BC, Canada
This is probably the most comprehen-
sive, full pictured view of a city. (See
full review in Communications Section).
section.)

Studying Your Cemmunity, Roland
L. Warren %2 03 from:

Free Press

866 Third Ave.

New York..NY 10022
A xery cormnrehensive outline on how
to do research in yout communmty, with
emphasis on subject and area surveys.
Somewhat old but good range finder.

“The Urban Observation Program-a
HUD-founded city-university experi-
ment that works,” in Nations Cities,
December 1974.

A survey of the urban observatories
models set up in severd U.S. cities.

Some Ideas

1. The American Ingtitute of Architects has had some inter-
esting workshops in which persons are given some material
and told to go to a chosen spot and build a smal city.

2. Robert Moran, a conductor, has written musical scores
that entire cities play through car lights flashing, radio and
television stations simulcasting certain  sounds/songs.

3. Have a show and tell which would allow nonperformers.
nonartists to bring forth their stories, for example the city
as viewed from a bridge tender's eyes, etc.

4. Community novel. Once | helped start a thing we called the
home grown library where we had a large book that we
caled the community novel. People’ that visited and used
the library (which had mostly just localy written stuff)
would add to the story.

5. Have an exhibit of photos of the city from different angles,
historical photos, aeria photos, maps, models of city

L blocks.

6. Do a time lapse movie of the city growing over a period of
years.

7. Whar would you cal a historica society that collected
memorabilia in the present before it became historical?

8. Give people in a workshop situation an outline map of the
city, then have them fill it in with landmarks important to
them. This can especialy he meaningful when the people
involved are from different neighborhoods and/or classes.
(See “Mental Maps,” Newsweek, 3-15-76.)

9. Map out some people’s routines based on where they move
(like the mayor).

10. Conduct a city-wide scavenger hunt for lost objects, lost
services, lost emotions or ideas.

11. Draw a map of your city illustrating where humor and
sorrow are found.

(Some of these ideas from Zephyros)
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The dreams that fueled our recent bistory and supported
the cenitral role of vur particular brand of economics bave
lost their momentum and belicvability. New dreams, new
ethics and new valnes which can align the framework of o
new economics with the fundamental values beld (if not
always followed) by our sociery, are beginuing to coalesce as
we come clear of our past beliefs. The dimensions of what
must change and what must take form are becoming visible
through the mists of our convertions.

Within this country, the size, economic and political power

of our corporations have reached the level where they are al-

most totally beyond control of governmental regulation and
come closer to the reverse—of regulating the government in-
stead, Quyr recent past bas been one of those rave and untsual
periods of bistory when abundance up resources made rapid
growth possible and made acceptable the institutional concen-
tration of power necessary for rapid and massive development.
Yer viewed from not too fav into our future or from most
other periods of bistory, our recent past must appear as a
Mad Hatter's tea parey in Alice’s Wonderland wheve all the
vatles are topsy-turey and the most insane activities common-
place.

Tom Bender



The realities of the activities and effects of our giant corpora-
tions are far different than their claims, The Vietnam War, the
safe-energy, environmental, consumer and lubor wovements
bave dug out a lot of that veality and bave clso shown that
smaller, simpler and less costly alternatives are botk available
and prefevable. Power is a destruciive thing—-the more one

person or group has, the less everyone else bas, and the safest
alternative to baving it all yourself is for everyone to share it

CORPORATE POWER

equally.
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Beware those who yell (or advertise} the londest—they
might be covering their own iracks. A 1969 government
invesiigation of welfare fraud found only 4/10 of 1% of all
welfare cases were fraudulent but also found that 28% of
farmers and businessmen and 34% of those living on interest
payments were guilty of frowed and tax evasion!

Global Reach, Richard Barnetand
Ronad Miller, 1974, $4.95 from:

Simon and Schuster

630 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10020
The claims and rhe redlities of multi-
national corporations and their destruc-
tive effects on both the U.S. and under-
developed countriesthat have result-
ed in worsening conditions in both aress,
while exponentidly increasing their
own power and wealth. This has the
details.

Fear in the Countryside, E.G. Valliana-
tas, 1976, $14 from:

Ballinger Publishing Co.

17 Dunster St

Cambridge. MA 02138
American development programs. both
in this country and abroad, have almost
universally aided the wedlthy dlite at
the expense of the poor. Valianatos
documents the growing power of weal-

thy agricultural landiords and urban

elites and the deepening poverty of the
small farmers resulting from our “de-
velopment” efforts in Latin America.
He also presents evidence that transfer
of agricultural technologies can rarely
be successful because of biological and
cultural specificity of different regions
and that socia injustice is a greater
cause of world hunger problems than is
agricultural productivity.

Gonna Rise Again, 1976, $1.75 from:
Resources for Community Change
P.O. Box 21066
Washington, DC 20009

Economic exploitation of workers has

been around for a long rime, and in

some form is probably going to be
around forever. If you want 1” know
its form today, what people are doing
to lessen if, what groups and resources
are available to help you understand
and change conditions-dig in. An irn-
portant part of the shell game of eco-
nomics.

What’s Happening to Our fobs?, $1.45
and Why Do We Spend So Much
Money?, $1.00, available from:

Popular Economics Press

Box 221

Somerville. MA 02143
Both these reports trandate info simple
and graphic language many of the shady
dedlings going cn behind the walls of
the business world that end up with
90% of us getting the short end of the
ded. Smple questions most of us have
wanted ro ask sometime, and answers
that may or may nor surprise us. Well
documented. with lots of true life tales
worth passing on.

State Growth Management, prepared
by the Councit of Stare Governments,
May 1976, free from:

U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban

Development

HUD Building

Washington, DC 20410
All about how to stimulate growth, but
contains a lot of information useful for
evaluating that whole idea. Tables ligt-
ing state by state the subsidies and in-
centives given to promote more frenzied
economic activity. Good summary of
current mindsets and programs, with a
few attempts beginning to question and
manage growth. One Massachusetts
study concludes that rhe State itsdf is
a major contributor to costly and inef-
ficient development by encouraging
and supporting fringe rather than
central development.

The Bell System and Community Tele-
phones, Thomas Brom and Ed Kirshner,
1974, $1.50 from:

The Community Ownership

Organizing Project

349 62nd Street

Oakland, CA 94618
This was a rea eye-opener to me. It
made clear why I've felt more than
vaguely uneasy about MaBell and her
minions and their incessant demands on
our pocketbooks. It describer the ef-
fective and economic operation of the
few remaining municipally-owned
phone systems-Edmonton, Alberta, for
example, that earns 25% more revenue
than comparable Bell-owned systems.
It aso explains some of the financial
shell games played withthe various
Bell-owned “subsidiaries” which result
in maor overcharges to customers and
subsidies of certain favored groups. For
instance, Bell buys all 1ts equipment at
inflated prices from its subsidiary, Wes-
tern Electric, since only Ma Bell’s return
oninvestment IS regulated. Revenue
from home phone use and local cails
supports a limited class of affluent
business telephone users who make 2.5
billion interstate cals per year. Training
and labor costs are excessive because of
Ma Bdl's infamous employment prac-
tices that resuit in a 62% yearly turnover
of operators-the highestrate in the
country. The list goes on and on. Alter-
natives to the Bell Sysrem are explored,
as well as the process of getting there.

Yerba Buena, Chester Hartman, 1974,
$4.95 from:

Glide Publications

330 Ellis St

San Francisco, CA 94102

Yerba Buena gives an excellent pic-
ture of the politics of profit behind
urban “development” who promotes
it, who prcfits, how finance and city
councils are manipulated and controlled,
and how the costs are forced ““to the
poorer members of the community.
Factual and strongly documented.




Economics of U.S. Subsidy Programs,
Congressional Record, Hearings before
the Subcommittee on Priorities and
Economy in Government, Jan. 13-17,
1972, from:

U.S. Government Printing Office

Washington, DC 20402
Extensive documentation of special
interest government programs, inten-
tional subsidies, bidden subsidies and
patterns of economic aid in different
sectors of our economy-particularly to
those who need if least. Did you know
thatevery dollar of ar fares is subsidized
by two dollars of our fax money? A
very valuable ser of documents.

Property Tax Qrganizing Manual, 973,
$2.50 from:

Movement for Economic Justice

1609 Connecticut Awve., N.W.

Washington, DC 20009
Property taxes have had an unfair .mpact
on lower income residents of almost
every community-frequently through
underassessment uof expensive residential,
commercia or industrizl property,
specia tax digtricts set up to exempt
industries from property taxes, or
through a variety of ioopholes that
have worked te the advantage of the
wealthy. This manua carefully lays out
how property taxes work and how they
are cheated on. !t then provides step-
by-step instructions on how to investi-
gate local tax dtuations and organize
for changes. Useful to understand some
of those old hidden subsidies as well as
to work for more fair loca tax policies.
These people also put outr fust Econo-
mics, $10/year, a monthly newsletzer

Phantom Taxes in Your Electric Bill,
Richard Morgan, 1975, $2.50 from:
Environmental Action Foundation
724 Dupont Circle Building
Washington, DC 20036
Some utilitics end up with a lot of
money to invest by collecting taxes
from their ratepayers and passing it on
to the government late or never. This
report details the worst offenders. the
games they play and how we pay—to
the tune of $1.5 hillion a year.

*See the secuon on Utilities and Energy
for reports of corporate misdecds in
that area.

on current economic 1Ssues.

Cost of Energy Slaves
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A lot of our present wedth has come from the great amount
of work done for us by fossl fuels. which until recently have
needed very little of our own effort to obtain. For the work
we've spent obtaining fossil fuels. we've been getting back
fifty times as much work done for us by those ancient fossils.
When we figure that we spend about ten percent of our own
work to ebtain such energy. we redlize that fossl fuels have
had the effect of temporarily increasing our “work force” by
amost SIX TIMES!

Being able to do so much work cheap-with so little expen-
diture of our own effort-has had another effect the mas-
stve exploitation of other people who don't have cheap energy
daves to work for them. They have had to compete with their
own labor against the cheap work of our fossil fuels. As a
result, they only get paid the pittance we have 1o pay for fossl
fuels. When we combine this human exploitation with the
increased work those fuels do for us directly and our rapid
consumption of material resources on a globa basis, we should
serioudy wonder why wc aren't richer t':anwe seem!

If we look further, however, and com.pare how fast we are
using up our fossil fuels ro how fast the rest of the world is
using up theirs, we might have second thoughts about our ex-
travagant lifestyle and spendthrift use of energy. We have been
using up our petroleurn and coa resources much faster than
the rest of the world, and if wekeep on as we are we will
exhaust them while other countries still have cheap and plenti-
ful energy daves.

We have enjoyed a powerful worldwide economic and poli-
ticadl dominance built upon our energy base and should be
wary of similar future dominance by others. it would seem
wise to save some of our wedth and the energy it is based on
for our future rather than to see how rapidly we can use it up.
Reducing our demands now and becoming less reliant upon
any use of energy saved from the distant past can ensure us a
more positive future. In addition, improving the energetics of
cur production processes and foreign trade, conversion to in-
come energy use, and realistic appraisal of evolving global
political and economic balances are necessary to protect our-
sdves from costly economic and political errors.




Economic activity that produces unnecessary “iuseless things
certainly can’t be courted as contributing to our quality of
life, nor canreplucement of disposable things that shouldn't
bave been disposed of. War and military expenditures are our
waorst example, but we bave vet to learn to choose in all things
between the desirable aitd the merely possible. We need to set
personal and national economic priorities ¢hat reflect basic
values that we can be comfortable with before all people.

WHAT IS

WORTH

Council on Economic Priorities
84 5th Ave.
New York, NY 10011

One of the good public research groups
watching corporate practices. Have sev-
eral reports/studies on: economic impact
of the cost of pollution control; over-
view of socia performances of various
corporations. Write for publications list
and membership/newsletter information.

Priorities, donation requestcd, from:
American Friends Service Committee
980 N. Fair Ogks Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91103

A well-done newsletter documenting

alternatives to a military economy. Kc-

centissucs have focused on the ““cm-
ployment caused by military spending
because of its capital-intensity, legisia-
tion deding with the conversion from

a military-dominated economy toa

civilian one, and the effects of the fed-

erd research and development program
in commiting future expenditures on
useless systems such as the B-1 bomber
and the Trident missile submarines. De-
fense, space and atomic energy receive
two-thirds of the federa research funds.

Priorities presents the sound economics

of alternatives.

The Defense Monitor

Center for Defense Information

122 Maryland Avenue. N.E.

Washington, DC 20002
Our journaists should be seeking out
these kinds of people in the Posta
Service, academia, banking or agriculture
-finding people who can propose viable
aternatives for public evaluation instead
of merely publishing the officid policy
preferences of top bureaucrats. Legisla-
rors should require submission of ater-
native budgets and priorities by staff
people as well as by administrators. This
is & excelient model-a newsletter con-
raining evauation of dternative military
priorities, programs and budgets by
professional military people who sup-
port a strong defense but oppost ex-
cessive and ineffective expenditures or
forces.

The Buddhist sees the essence of civili-
sationnot IN avaultiplication OT wants
sut in the purification of buwman char-
ecter. Character. gt the same time, is
Jormed primarily by a man’s work. And
work, properly conducted in conditions
af human dignity and freedom, blesses
:hose who do it and egually their pro-
HUCLS.

If the nature of the work is properly
appreciated and applied, it will stand in
the same relation to the bigher facuities
as food is to the physical body. It nour-
ishes and enlivens the bigher man and
urges him to produce the best be is
capable of. It directs bis free will along
tbe proper course and disciplines the
animal in himinto progressive channels.
It furnishes an excellent background
for man to display bis scale of values
and develop his personality.

Since production and consumption
are merely ameans to human well-
being, the aiz should be to obtain the
maxizmum of well-being with the imini-
mum of consumption. (From Buddhist
Economics)
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A balanced society that seeks guality and greatness ratber
than growth and magnitude operates in to:ally different ways.
Such values are finding voice and feeling right, and their
implications for bow we work and live are emerging in swr-
prising and positive ways.

ETHICS
AND
ECONOMICS

“Buddhist Economics.” E.F. Schu-
macher in Smail Is Beautiful, 1973,
$2.45 from:

Harper and Row

10 E. 53rd St

New York. NY 10022
This powerful essay. frequently re-
primed but still relatively unknown.
has laid the foundation for looking
cregtively at the relation between
ethics and values and the sciences and
institutions built upon them.

“Energy, Ecolegy and Economics,”
Howard T. Qdum, available from:

Energy Center

University of Florida

Gainesville, FL 32601
Pioneering exploration of the require-
ments for living beyond cur fossil fue
subsidies, with the genera ecosysiem
principles or ethics involved.

Sharing Smaller Pies, Tom Bender,
1975. $2 from:

RAIN

2270 N.W. Irving

Portland, OR 97210
An overview of the need for institu-
tional change emerging from new energy
and economic realities. Explores value
changes possible or necessary with these
conditions and their implications for
€conomics.

Toward a Steady State Economy, Her-
man Daly, 1973, $3.95 from:

Wm. Freeman and Co.

660 Market Street

San Francisco, CA 94i 04
One of few available suurces for explora
tions of the implications of resource
limits for economics. Essays on the
socid dimensions of steady state econo-
mics, the entropy law and the economic
process. economics of spaceship earth
and other useful dices of the transition
toward equilibrium.




We often complain about having to paytoo much for things,
but do we ever complain because we have t0 pay woiitile
for something?

Can things costtoo little?

When semeonc Stops us on the street and offers us a TV
or watch or stereo a a redly low price. the first thing that
pops into our heads is “Isit HOT?' Our intuition always
warns us that when something costsa lot less than it's sup-
posed to, there is probably something funny going on.

We think about stolen goods when someone offers us a
“ded” on the street. But do we think about stolen goods
when we find a “bargain” at a supermarket, 2 discount plaza
or an import store? Do we think about stealing from our
children when we go to the gas station? Yet we buy gasoline
that is cheap because we're pumping out the energy savings
of millions of years sa rapidly that none will be left for cur
cwn future or for our children.

When we buy fresh produce from California in the super-
market, do we reslize wc are likely buying goods that arc pro-
duced iliegally? Is it less wrong te buy illegal goods from a
“Safeway” than on the street? Much of California’s produce
vomes from the Central Valley, where vast corporate farms
operate with flagrant disregard of federal and state laws
limiting use of irrigation water1” i60-acre family farms, And
much of the produce is picked by illegal immigrants in viola-
tion of immigration. tax and employment laws. Is it stedling
when a company that monopolizes food processing sets im-
possible quality criteria for produce of smal independent
farmers, then buys their crop cheasp because there xc no other
buyers to whom they can seti?

How do we know if prices for things arc low because they
are being dumped? 1t's not uncommon for large producers to
sell some items below cost 1” drive out their small competitors
who produce more efficiently bur can't afford large losses.
And how can small farmers compete with corporate farming
that wants to operate at a loss for tax writeoffs?

GOO
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Imports also can bc to” cheap when our trade arrangements
and energy sources exploit the workers Of other countrics
(RAIN. May 1976). How would we feel if our country bad
no source of cheap fossil fuels and another country starred to
sell fossil-fuel-produced goods in ¢r country SO cheaply that
we were all put out of work? We would end up having 1., work
for starvation wages tocompete with such cheap energy sour-
ces and stay alive. Is it right 1” purchase goods that support
such an exploitative relationship?

So what if we do buy stolen goods, or illegally-produced
products, or goods that arc produced hy exploitation? The
major problem, it seems, is that whensom«one loses, some-
one else gains. Someone gets rich off of “stolen goods’ -~
cirhcr the buyer or an intermediary or both. When wealth
accumulates, power accumulates-whether we speak of large
corporations vs. individua Americans or U.S. citizens vs. rhc
rest of the world. And the more that power is concentrated.
the less possible it is 1” sustain the principles of democracy
and equality that our country was founded upon and which
arc necessary tothe kind of society we wish to live in. Buying
stolen goods contradicts those principles we clam to believe
in and follow, and either we must change or they must.

Whether or net we eventualy buy a “hot” TV hinges not
only on whether we will get caught, bur also—on some level—
on a redization that supporting a market for stolen goods in-
creases the odds that Sometime we may became rhc source
for such stolen goods.

&

Chickens aways come home toroostone way or another.
Exploitation of others eventually comes full circle-if not
through rebellion, then through disease-if not through disease,
then from arrophy. Wedlth insulates and isolates, and, removed
from the continual probing and testing of real force5 of life,
our information and judgment fail o keep us within the limits
of the game. (Our Drain America Firsi energy policy is a good
example of this kind of failure) Whiie we become wealthy
off of other countries, we are in turn exploited and controlled
by the power and wealth of our large institutions.

Though we claim and often act otherwise, our purchasing
decisions arc never based on economics alone. Our so-called
economic decisons aways occur within limits set hy ethics,
morals and other socia values. Wc require things te be Union
Mada. We don’t dlow child labor. We set the rules on corpor-
ate taxes, parents and monopoly that become rhc rulescf the
game within which economic trade, survival and success occur.
Such ethical frameworks arc essential and are more basic than
profit or economics because they enable the continued surviva.
and hedth of the resources, environment, social fabric and
personal judgment necessary for our survival and well-being.




The separatrion of our ethics and our actions has occurred
in part because cur production and exchange processesare 5o
complex and large that we arc isolated and distant from where
goods may have been *'stolen.” Without knowing what occurs
or sensing the effects, wc haveless and less reason to trust our
ethical judgment. We're also so wedlthy- ourselves,as a country,
and so unused to doing things curselvesthat we often have
little sense of value and costs.

“Marked” prices, standardized goods. changing prices. rake-
it-or-leave-it buying, and prices totaly determined by some-
one else are so universai that we have very little sense of what
we're gefting for what we pay or what is fair exchange. We
don't know what we’re getting (poly-epoxy! who?), if profic
on it is excessive, if taxes were pad, if someone was unfairly
paid for making it. if externalized costs were accounted far ir
its price. And things really kave been changing so rapidly it's
difficult to judge prices. New technical processes produce
things more cheaply, butintlation and exhaustion of resources
cause prices to swing eratically upwards.

Not only do our ¢conomics become confused as aresult of
al this, but our relationships with other people are harmed.
Because we don't know what a fair deal would be, we can only
assume that the less we can get something for, the hetter deal
we gol, But even then we're uncertain that the other person
knows something we don't and we might get taken. And same-
one, 1t seems, IS supposed 1o get the best deal out Of an ex-
cirange. Our exchanges rarely give us good feelings towards
the pcople we exchange with. We never end up thankful to
other people or wishing to do something nice for them in the
future in exchange for whatthey did or gave us,

<,
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All these things tie back to our not knowing what's hap-
pening, and so do ways of changing the situation. There are
tots of things we can do:
= Reduce the scale of organizations. A smal and knowable
scale of production is the best insurance against not knowing
what's happening. Present regulations discriminate heavily
againgt smali but efficient producers.

=« Open financial records. Seeing how much a merchant or
producer pays and gets for their products pinpoints avoidable
expense and profit. More businesses are feeling more com-
fortable with people knowing rather than wondering. People
act differently. to”, when they know!

» Encourage local auctions, exchanges, flea markets, used
goods sales. They will be more and more vauable in the future,
arc fun, and arc good places to learn what things are worth.
Thiey have beenregulated away in many communities.

. Exchange with friends and people you know-and give more
than required. It will usually come back with interest. Remem-
ber the baker's dozen.

. Make and do things ourselves instead of purchasing them.
Do real and varied work. We can save money, taxes and reduce
the GNP while learning the worth of things.

» Get poor--live simply-and avoid the rush later. Reducing
desires instead “f satisfying them helps get us closer to redlity
and to the worth of "things.

= Learn and share the energetics and economics of our foreign
trade and our national economy.

. Regulate fotreign trade of items not produced at equal wage
ratesor with careful enétgetics. The only trade that is socialy
affordable is trade of surpluses. not necessitics.

= Prevent passing the buck. the costs and the damages caused
by our activities on to people who don't profit from those
activities.

. Give lega standing to trees, future generations and our
shared surroundings so that passing on of costs to them and
exploiting them can be controlled.

<

The more people know about something, the less chance
there is of monkey business. There are ethical dimensions to
exchange. Their importance to society is greater than the
economic dimensions of exchange, and it is up to usto ensure
their observance.

Penny Johnson



Banking institutions play a pivoral part in the direction and
nature of our economy. Hut not without self-interest. Your
money is frequently used to support the real estate and other
speculations of the bankers, and the interlinked corporate
ties between banks and other businesses often drain wealth
out of communities and into the pockets and power of other
people and corporations.

WHC’S USING YOUR MONEY?

Redlining is the practice whereby bank-
ers quietly determine that they won’t
make loans in a part of town where it
might he less profitable to them. Thry
thus effectively draw a red line around
a neighborhood, creating a sdf-fulfilling
prophecy of deteriorating and vacated
slums. Branch banking and non-enforce-
ment of charter regulations alow banks
to take money from one area and joan
it elsewhere-—making loans unavailable
in the lgoalcommunity and making the
savings of poor peenle in the city pay
for developing rich suburbs. The Central
Seattle Community Council Federation
showed that for every dollar placed in
savings ingtitutions by Sesdttle city resi-
dents, about 30¢ is reinvested in the
city, while for every dollar invested by
suburbanites, about $2 is reinvested in
suburban growth.
In Chicago the problems of redlining
became visible some three years ago.
and, after many unsuccessful attempts
to get banks to change their practices.
the city council finaly passed an ordi-
nance requiring full disclosure by banks
of their loan pracrices. The city govern-
ment has been persuaded to depost its
money in non-redlining institutions.
and more than $2 million was with-
drawn from those hanks and reinvested
in other ingtitutions who had formed
agreements with the community coali-

tion. Chicago now has over $100 million

in pledgesto move savings from redlin-
ing ler. lers, five of whom have signed
greenlining agreements. State. church
and retirement funds, or other large
blocks of ravings can produce powerful
leverage on hanks in this way.

The U.S. Congress has passed a hill
(S-1281) requiring disclosure of lending
practices by financia institutions, which
will assist individuals and community
groups researching redlining practices.
It won’t help, however, with more sub-
tle variations of redlining such as dis-
criminatory interest rates. excessve

downpayment requirements and unusual-

ly short loan periods, or with redlining
practices by insurance companies. Write
your Congressperson for a copy of the
law.

The Bankers, Martin Mayer, 1974, $2.25
from:

Ballantine Books

201 E. 50th Street

New York, NY 10022
Gives a good overview of the manipu-
lations inside our financia! system. Tatks
about how banks are used to the ad-
vantage of the rich and how they oper-
ate.

“Redlining: Problems and Tactics—
The Chicago Experience,” Gail Cincotta,,
Street Magazine, Summer. 1975 from:
Pratt Institute Center for Community
and Environmental Development
__ 240 Hall Street
Brooklyn, NY 11205
A summary of redlining challenges in
Chicago.

Homeowners' Federation

10234 Washtenaw Avenue

Chicago, IL 60642

and

Housing Training and Information
Center

4209 W. Division St

Chicago, 1L60651
Good contacts for further information
on technical aspecrs of redlining and
what can be done a a neighborhood
level.

Excellent studies of the Adams-Morgan
District of Washington, D.C. are available
from:
Institute for Loca Sef-Reliance
(ILSR)
1717 18th Street, N.W.
Washington. DC 20009

Redlining: Mortgage Disinvestment in
the District of Columbia, by ILSR, the
D.C. PIRG and the Institute for Policy
Studies, $1.50.

Provides detailed documentation by
zipcode of loan practices of localsavings
ingtitutions and the failures of regula-
tory agencies, as wellas the actions that
can be takento remedy the problems.

Money, Money, Who’s Got the Money?,
William Batko of ILSR, $1

Gives a brief oveiview of DC banking
pracrices that remove money and profits
from the District and their effects on
economic activity in D.C.

How ze Research Your Leeal Bank.
William Batko, 1976, $2 from:

Institute for Local Sclf-Reliance

1717 18th Street N.W.

Washington. DC 20009
A manua for cities and community
residents interested in exarining the
actions of local financial institutions
and the impact they have on locd ece-
nomic development. Explains where
rnd how to obtain information and
what 1t al means. Specifics on things
such as control and ownership—how
small banks are not created for the sole
purpose of making money but rather
to facilitate other business ventures of
the bank owners, such as real estate de-
velopment,

The Adams-Morgan Business Sector:
Paying for Other People s Development,
Batko, Connor and Taylor, ILSR

A fine study of the detailed economic.
employment, environmental and social
effects of different banking pracrices
upun a neighborhood. Comparisons
show, ferinstance, that supporting
loca non-chain stores instead of fran-
chises and shopping centers keeps more
money circulating inthe community
and produces significantly more em-
ployment per dollar of sales.

‘The Banking System: A Preface to
Public Interest Analysis, by Black,
Canner and King, 1975, $15, execu-
tive summary 51 from:

Puhiic interest Economics Center

1714 Massachusetts Ave.,, N.W.

Washington, DC 20036
The U.S. banking system is labyrinthian,
and even an andysis of if leaves one's
head swimming. Just coping with the
magnitude znd complexity of banking
operations seems to leave few anaysts
time or space for mgjor insights or sug-
gestions. Parr of the problem is lack of
information on the non-banking activi-
ties of banks-their interlocking matrix
of control with other corporations and
activities. ThiS report gives an overview
of banking activities, the dangers of the
concentration of economic power they
represent, detailed data on holdings of
hank trust departments in selected in-
dustrial areas and other aspects of
intercorporate control.




e glad tor
you bought land today...

GRAND CANYON SUBDIVISION

38

Tom Bender

UNNECESSARY ACTIVITIES?

Standing adong a road watching log trucks going both direc-
tions ipaded with togs (taking trees back to put on rhe stumps?)
or carrying Florida oranges to Cadlifornia and California oranges
to Florida, you sometimes wonder how much of rhe seemingly
purposeful activity we see (and pay for) is really necessary.
When we analyze a system, almost everything in it seems
necessary and accountable-with perhaps some minor adjust-
ments possible. Yet when we look outside that system we often
find much simpler and wiser patternsto be possible. such as
living ncar your work instead of developing more efficient
transportation or baking your own bread instead of shipping
wheat, flour and bread thousands of miles back and forth.
Those over-complex systems absorb a lot of energy and money
and arc a major reason why even with the great wealth of this
country we seem to end up poorer and unable to do many
things that were affordable before.

One good example is the redl estate “profession.” They
skim off about 6% of the totalvalue of alf red estate ex-
changed. When you consider that the average American
family moves every five years, that means that in 20 ycars

you've paid one-fourththe value of your home to real estate
agents.For a city of 500,000 that means $2.5 million per year
paid outtorealtors. For what? Studies done by the Florida
Real Estate Association showed that most people felt the
realtors did not earn their commission. were a hindrance. or
could have been profitably done without.

In many cities “multiple listing services” have beenset up
by redtor groups where everything for sale in the city is listed
on cards with photographs and specifications. The commission
an sades is then split between rhe Listing agent and the selling
agent-with a very small fraction going to the cost of the
listing service. But those card files could easily be set up in
libraries and banks and shopping centers, and people could
easily do for themselves what they pay acouple of thousand
dollars ro a redtor to do. Combine that with a couple of
books like Les Scher’s, and you have peopleableto handle
the whole process of buying and sdlling competently by them-
selves. Wha useful services realtors can provide can be done
on an hourly consulting basis rather than a huge commission.

Finding and Buying Your Place in the
Country, LesScher, 1974, $12.95 from:

Macmillan Publishing Co.

866 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10022
A vauable investment for anyone con-
sidering purchase of real estate. Guides
like this make thereal estate profession
and their substantial commissions on
real estate sales obsolete. Explains in
good detail how to look for property,
finding out what's really there, what
kinds of legal complications the proper-
ty may have, evaluating the price of the
property. understanding financing op-
tions, contracts of sale and what differ-
ent words do and don't mean, and when
you do or don't need alawyer. Helps
the uninitizted (most of us) figure our
some of the tricks of the game and
keep from being burned.

Don’t Go Buy Appearances, George
Hoffman, 52.95 from:

Woodward Books

Box 773

Corte Madera, CA 94925
A manua for checking out and evaluat-
ing a house before purchase. A lot of
good specific advice on how to find out
if the furnace boiler is about rusted out,
what the electrical capacity of the house
is, whether thr leaky faucet is a mgor
or minor probiem and how to tell quali-
ty and what it means in your pocket-
book over 40 years. More imperantly,
how to figure if fixing the problems are
major or minor undcrrakings.
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Inexpensive energy to we-k for us made it possible to do al-
miost everything on a large scale- from schools to transporta-
tion systems to corporate industry.

“Bigger seemed better” because it meant that someone eise
took responsibility for planning and providing things. “Bigger”
was part of “more’'—a convenient way to think when quantity
was more easily available than quality. But bigger means
centralization of power and wealth, and the opportunity to
profit from others’ work, And it means alienation, Smaller
means WE have to take responsibility—it also means things are

It’s been firmly establisbed now that one size isn’t best for
everything—particularly if that means Biggest. Smaller iindus-
tries, smaller towns, and even smaller cars are proving more
economical, more efficient, and easier to live with, Almost all
our systems—taxes, laws, education and finance--are oriented
to stimulate growth and favor size. One of our changes is to
reorient these structurves to provide at least equal opportunity
for various scales, and even to favor small scale organizations
where socially more desirable, This means such things as giving
employment rax credits rather than investment tax credits,
leveling or inverting our electric rates that give power chegper

understandable and conrrollable.

te big users, and favoring locally-owned businesses over chains
or franchises.

Size, Efficiency and Community Enter-
prise, Barry Stein, 1374, $5 from:

Center for Community Economic

Development

639 Massachusetts Ave., Suite 316

Cambridge, MA 02139
Extensive documentation of economics
and discconomics of scale in manufac-
turing industries showing large firms to
be generally economicaly less efficient
than small ones.It aso shows how a
large number of specialized smal firms
can enjoy more economics of scale than
a large. integrated firm; documents great:
er inventiveness of individuas than cor-
porations. A wedth of importantdata
and insights into myths and redlities of
large and small scale business operations.

Returns te Scale ard Comparative
Efficiency in Investor- and Municipally-
Owned Electric Power Distribution
Systems, $7 from:

Leland Neuberg

Ingtitute of Urban and Regional

Development

University of California

Berkeley, CA 94720
An economic/statistical analysis of
clams by private utilities opposing
municipa takeover that municipalized
firms are likely to be less efficient and
that extensive econemies of scale exist
in distribution. Results show unit dis-
tribution cests decreasing up to 85,000
customers and increasing beyond that.
and show total distribution costs for
private utilities torange from 5.7% to
11.7% higher rhan for municipa utili-
tics.

SIZE and

Small |s Beauntiful, E. F. Schumacher,
1973, $2.45 from:

Harper and Row

10 East 53rd

New York, NY 10022
Schumacher shows thatthe smaller and
more direct ways of doing things both
work and feel better, in thinking and in
practice. Reports on decentralization
attempts in the British coal industry,
worker and community-controlled cor-
porations, successful development and
application of small-scale manufacturing
and farming equipment, and the effects
on people and their communities of such

op:c

Technology and Employment in
Industry, A.S.Bhala, cd., 1975. $14.95
from:

International Labour Office,

Washington Branch

1750 New York Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20006
This collection of specific, detailed case
studies of industries and industria pro-
cessesin many countries demonsirates
that a considerable range of technolo-
gies exists for industry—even in “core”
processes. Such alternatives provide
significant latitude for different mixes
of employment, machinery materials
and energy within economically com-
petitive costs. Options are thus available
that can simultaneously reduce unem-
ployment, respond to our increasing
capital shortage, accommodate mncreas-
ing energy and marerial prices and pro-
vidc mechanisms for reducing external-
ized costs such as transportation and
unemployment compensation. Lack of
awareness of aternatives by business
leaders is shown to be a dominant ob-
stacle in businesses adapting cost-cffcc-g£,
tive changes to more job-producing, 48
energy-saving processes, A




For a long time we fell for the magic shell game of urban
growth—it aiways looked like we would profit individually,
But it always ended up with us paying and the other guy driv-
ing the new Cadillac, Merchants imagined new customers thai
growth wonld bring, but uor the new competitors that ac-
companied them. Homeowners saw a larger tax base but not
the increased costs of services for larger numbers of people,
Shoppers saw the gieater vaviery of large cities, bur not the

“Santa Barbara-The Impacts of
Growtl..” reprinted in the Second Alter-
native Public Policy Reader, Shearer and
Webb, ed., 57.50 from:
Conference on Alternative State and
Loca Public Policy
Ingtitute for Policy Studies
1901 1 Street, N.W.
_ Washington, DC 20009
A solid and straightforward discussion
of the questions people have about
growth of a community: Will growth
controls raise my taxes? Will growth
provide jobs? For whom? —with well-
reasoned answers. Gives a good, siinple
view of the issues involved and some of
the realities behind them.

More |s Less, Elizabeth Bardwell, 1973,
$1 from:

Capitol Community Citizens
114 N. Carrol St.
Madison, WI

A specific case study done by a
community group of the costs of urban
growth in Madison, Wisconsin. It analy-
zes costs of services, amount of open
space per capita, noise and pollution
levels, manufacturing and industria
statistics, employment levels, etc. over
several decades of continuous growth.

Community Environmental Councii

109 E. de la Guerra

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Active and successful community group
that stays on top of developments in this
this and many other areas.

accordingly.
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crime rates, loss of natural aveas and bigher bousing costs,

The numbers are clear now—it coses move to live in a growing
ciry or o lve in a large city. Some people profit from growth—
but ot many. You can tell who they are. They've the ones
saying growth is good for cveryone, More and more communi-
res are beginning to decide HOW they want to live and what
kind of growth--If aiy—is good for that goal, and acting

The Costs Of Sprawl, Real Estate Re-
search Corporation, 1974:

U.S. Government Printing Office

Washington, DC 20402
Executive Swuwmary (411 1-00023) 558;
Detailed Cost Analysis (411 1-0021)
162.90; Lirerature Review & Bibliogra-
phy (411 1-0022) $3.25. Also summar-
ized in Ekistics, Oct. 1975. Thoroughly
documents a wide range of costs for dif-
ferent patterns of community land use
from low density single-family suburbs
to high density compact planning. Cov-
ers capital, land, energy, pollution, wa
ter use and auto use costs for different
options. Many costs are haved through
compactness of land use.

The Costs Of Urban Growth: Observa-
tions and Judgements, Richard C. Brad-
ley, 1973, $2.32 from:

Pikes Peak Area Council of Gov'ts.

27 East Vermijo

Colorado Springs, CO 80903
A good comparison of the costs and
benefits of living in various sized cities—
and in cities growing a various rates.
The bigger the city, and tbe faster it
grows, the higher the taxes, the costs of
housing and services, and the crime rate.
Smaller cities and dower growth wete
shown to be associated with more opea
space, hospital beds, library capacity,
and school space per person. 1t's full of
good statistics:

“Among the 148 5Mais with populations
larger than 200,000 people in 1970, those
that LOST population during the 1960s aver-
aged a $% increase per capita cost . . . whereas
those that GAINED population averaged a 12%
increase in per capita costs.”

S

Urban Growth Management Systenis,
American Society of Planning Officials,
Planning Advisory Service Report Nos.
309, 310, 1976, $12 from:

ASPO

1313 E. Sixtieth Street

Chicago, IL 60637
Analyzes an interesting range of thirteen
operating growth management systems
and surveys legal considerations in
growth management, socio-economic
and environmental impacts of such ac-
tivities. Informative on the actual effects
and community response to various
Mmeasures.

Nongrowth Planning Strategies, Earl
Finkler and David Peterson, 1974,
53.95 from:

Praeger Publications

111 Fourth Ave.

New York, NY 10003
A concise and right to the point study
of growth control for communities. No
one has yet dedt with rea responsibili-
ties of small regions towards growth.
but at least this covers what isn't hap-
pening a state and federal levels and
why it is pragmatically necessary for
communities to act. Analyzes economic
costs of non-growth and explores a
range of available mechanisms for at-
taining it.
This book and the ASPO study both
discuss the landmark lega victory of
Peraluma, Cdifornia to control its rate
of growth. For more detailed informa-
tion on the Appellate Court brief in the
case, contact City Manager Robert
Mayer or City Planner Frank Ray, Peta-
luma, CA 94952.
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GOOD
PRIORITIES.

The U.S. expenditures below make up one-third of our GNP. Each of us would have
different priorities as to which are more important. But because we consider that
some, such as defense and headlth care, are essential. we have been uncritical of
expenditures for them. Others are luxuries which are nice bur probably will not be
worth their future political and economic costs. Some, such as advertising, are
stimuli to increased consumption and become undesirable when conditions supporrt
ing growth no longer exist. Many are expenditures on things which are used up and
leave no enduring benefit for society. Together they suggest considerable room for
economies, new priorities and simpler means of gaining desired benefits.

Advertising

Alr Travel
Education

Foreign Travel
Gasoline

Health Services
Highways

Hotels, Motels
Liquer

Movies, Amusements
National "Defense"
Nondurable Toys
Public Utility Const.
Telephone Service

TV, Records, Muslc Inst.

25 billiar : '|

32 billion —}
B85 billion

o

$

$

$

$ 8 billiomn
$ 34 billion ' ':'l

$ 75 billion s .}'g”' 1i._ R :._]
$ 10 billion
$ 9 billion
$
8
5
$
$
$
§

9 billion
12 billion
76 billion

6 billion
15 billion
20 billion

9 billion

—

Based upon data from Statistical Abstract of toe U.S., 1974

One of 2 number of sireams which feed
l into Johnson Creek

Johnson Creek flows through the southeast corner of Portland. The largest creek in

the city of Portland, it floods at least a couple of timses a year.

The people who live in the flood plain area have a different view of the creek than.
those that live on higher banks or hill tops.

Yet ancther point of view isheld by the people who live in the SO-square-mile
drainage area, but away from the creek.

The Metropolitan Sewage District (MSD) is one of those multi-government agen-
cies (county, ciry, federal) set up to ded with wiggly things that don’'t fit political
boundaries, such things as Johnson Creek. which flows through three counties and
two small towns.

The MSD has come up with a way of supporting a program of maintenance of the
creek. A flood control program that does not cal for large stream containment pro-
grams-no conduit *“packaging” programs—is proposed.

To ‘be financed by a taxation of the human inhabitants of the drainage ares, based
on the amount of impervious soil they own, the plan would, for example, have people
with parking lots pay more than farmers. ]

Plans aso include tax benefits for persons who improve the water flow retardanion
quality of the land, eg. construct ponds, plant trees, etc.

What is dso noteworth is the change in direction; previous plans have aways
caled for large find solutions, whereas the development of a maintenance program
reflects a guardianship kind of relationship.

There are, of course, some loopholes. For example, if land use laws are nor aso
administered and the developtnent (of more dippery cemented drainage areds)out-
races the maintenance and cleaning-up program, then larger solutions will look neces-

sary, but onIy because existing land use ordinances were nor recognized as integra th

making the “small, less expensive solution” work.

R, N L e SO m EryCT B L




The Seven Laws of Money, Michael Phillips,
1974, $3.95.

Word Whee!

540 Santa Cruz Ave.

Menlo Park, CA 94025

The Seven Laws of

Its fragments probe and move around and through the realities
beneath money like Zen koaus. Anecdotes, poems, commen-
taries, how-to information, and accounting of personal experi-
ences all draw to the surface of our consciousness a new aware-
" ness of ourselves and bow we deal with each other. Seven Laws
bas been a seed of the new briarpatch econowics emerging
from the cracks of our society.

“When you open a checking account, open it with the lar-
gest amount of monev you possbly can. I'm not kidding!
Even if the average balance in your account is only going to
be $50, try to borrow a friend’s 510.000 (home down pay-
ment) for one day so you ca’ “se it to open your account.
You don't have to go that far, but anything over a couple of
thousand dollars looks good. You can withdraw most of the
money a few days after the account is opened. Redly! The
reason for this is that the bank records your opening baance

on your signature card (and often in other places, coo), believ-
ing that it is representative of your financia status. | did a
study when | was a banker and found absolutely no correla-
tion between opening baances and the kind of baances that
appeared later on in the same account it's such a strong tra-
dition to do it this way (at least a hundred years old) that
bankers ill judge people by their opening balance. Try it;
the branch manager will smile on you forever more.

“lt may seem middle-class to have credit, but if you have it
ycu need less money. ‘Credit’ is the ability to borrow, and if
your credit is good you don’t need savings-or at least you
need less savings. Swings are generally for emergencies, but
if you have credit you ca’ use it in an emergency instead of
your savings, and pay it back later. For example, if you're
busted in Marrakech and a $500 bribe will get you out,you
can get & “advance” on your America’ Express card.
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“All it takes to establish credit is a little time and a little
stability. You reed one job,one address, a phone and a check-
ing account for one year. Having decided to establish a good
credit rating and aready having a job and & address. wait
four months and the’ apply for a gasoline credit card. Next
apply for credit a a luxury store (they give credit very readily
because their losses on credit are covered by the high mark-up
on their merchandise). After six months apply a Sears or
Macy's or a similar middle-price-range nationd store. Their
credit is the very hardest to get and can really get you the
rest. Use these credit accounts once or twice and pay
promptly. After from seven to nine months you can apply
for Master Charge or Bankamericard (not both at the same
time). When you get them your credit is really established
(after a few months, you can ask by letter to have your credit
card borrowing amount raised). Now you are free-you can

get a new job as often as you wish and move as often as you
fed like it; your credit is established. Just remember to pay
your accounts promptly, and “ever havza run-i” with a
jewelry store! Most bad credit ratings are put in the credit
rating computers by jewelry stores-the $300-diamond-
studded-watch-type places.

“Credit is dependent mostly on stability. Your stability is
measured by the time you stay with a job (they check), the
time you have lived a your present and previous residence,
whether or “a you have a phone (bad debtors usually avoid
having their own phone), and by your checking account. Be
sure not to overdraw your checking account more than once
or twice a year; sometimes your bank may keep track of it,
and sometimes the word gets around to other banks.

“Lastly, if you need a loan, shop around. The bigger the
loan, the “tore important this is. Banks are ner monolithic;
each branch is different. Some have loan officers er managers
who are liberd, smart and understanding; others have insensi-
tive bores who retired a age twenty-four when they joined
the bank. Ask around. If you need a loan for a speciaized
purpose-say &' organic restaurant or to import merchandise
from Zanzibar-find someone who got a similar loan and go
to their lender. Specialized knowledge and good experience
on past loans are what encourage a lender to make additional
loans in esoteric areas.”

* There is no tipping in Japan. It made me realize what

tips mean. We tell ourselves that tips are rewards for doing a
good job, a reward-punishment thing. The” why do we only
have tips in job categories where people are expected to be
servile-say taxi drivers and waiters, as compared to plumbers
or doctors? It's because this is a vestige of davery experiences
and of our contempt for certain ways of earning a living, not
reward-punishment.”




Tax Credits for Employment Rather
than Investment, by Berndt, Kesselman
and Williamson, 1975, from:

Ingtitute for Research on Poverty

University of Wisconsin

Madisoa, WI 53715
Present subsidies to large-scale, capital-
and energy-intensive industry are sub-
stantial and contribuze to both unem-
ployment and overproduction of goods
in an era of limited resources. Employ-
ment tax credits rather than investment
tax credits assist substitution of employ-
ment for capital and energy, while the
removal of all tax credits results in less
premotion of unnecessary production.
This study finds rhatremoval of invest-
ment credits lessens capital demand and
probably causes a net increase in em-
ployment as wellas a shift to greater
blue-collar employment. Various em-
ployment credits with the same cost as
present investment credits would pro-
vide 0.5 to 1% increaces in employment,
1 to 6% less nerd for capitai and 0.5%
increase in prices of putput (which
would be mare than balanced by lower
unemployment costs).

The Impact of Solar and Conservation
Technologies Upon Labor Demand,
Skip Laitner, May 1976, from:

Public Citizen

P.O. Box 19404

Washington, DC 20036

An excellent and well-referenced analy-
sis of the employment benefits of alter-
natives to conventional power genera-
tion. Puts to rest the whole debate about
energy and jobs wirh Herman Daly’s
well-founded remark that the whole
purpose of using non-humarn energy
has aways been to replace human
labor. Goes on to clarify many issues
and show cmploymenr increases gener-
ated through more efficient appliances,
comparative job intensities of nuclear
and solar resources (solar technologies
provide roughly 2.5 times more jobs
per unit of energy than will nuclear),
and capita savings of solar industries.
Every union and every congressperson
should see this.

Energy and Employwient in New York
State, Draft Report. May 1976, available
from:

Legidative Commisson on Energy

Systems

State of New York

828 Legidative Office Building

Albany, NY 12224
This analysis shows that New York Stare
has three viabie, indigenous alternatives
tocoal and nuclear energy that can be
employed immediately a lower capital
and energy costs than the conventional
nuclear or coal options wh;le a the
same time creating more employment
within the state for an equivalent
amount of energy produced than either
nuclear or coa. These alternatives are
conservation, wood and wind. In each
casc the energy production or savings
of the alternative have becn compared to
the equivalent energy from coal or nu-
clear for the worker years on a thiryy
vear cumulative buasis:

1. Conservation: Up to three times
the employmentatlower or equa capi-
tal costs and much lower energy costs.

2. Wood: From four to six times the
employment at equivalent capital costs
and lower energy costs.

3. Wind (without storage): One and
one-half times the employment at lower
capital costs and equivalent energy
COsts.

4. Wind (with storage): Twice rhc
employment at dightly higher capital
and cnergy costs with available tech-
nology.

Solar energy and waste recavery
were not studied in detail but appeared
to have favorable employment impacts.

The Demand for Scientific and Tech-
rical Manpower in Selected Energy-
Related Industries, 1970-1 985, from:
National Science Foundation
1800 G Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
A National Science Foundation report
on the potential needs for manpower.
Based on the assumption inherent in
“Project Independence® of the increas-
ing need for locally produced supplies
of energy. A limited number of copies
15 available.

Ny EMPLOYMENT
3l ENERGY,
and ECONOMICS

Center for Advanced Computation
University of lllinois
Urbana. 1L 61801
Fublications of the Center provide in-
teresting data on the shifts innumbers
and kinds of employment as well as
energy use resulting from reallocation
of funds from one kind of priority,
such as highway construction, to other
uses. Write for publications list. Some
have been reprinted:

“Job Impacts of Alternatives to Corps
of Engineers Projects” Hannon and
Brezdek, Engineering |ssues, Oct. 1973,
pp. 521-31, fro,,,:

American Society of Civil Engineers

345 E. 47th Street

New York, NY 10017
Shows that transfer of funds from ACE
projects to national health insurance.
social security payments, mass transit
development, construction of sewage
plants or general tax relief would pro-
vide significant increases in employment
and that specific Corps projects may
not even benefit nearby loca communi-
tics.
“Options for Energy Conservation,”
Bruce Hannon, Technology Review,
February 1974
Provides information on energy and
employment intensity per dollar of
product for many industries, for dif-
ferent food products providing equal
protein and for household expenditures.

Manpower Requirements for Nuclear
and Coal Power Plants, free from:

Critica Mass

133 C Street, SE.

Washington, DC 20003
Comparison of employment impacts
over the lifetime of aternative processes
for producing an identical product indi-
cate that coal power will result in 40
percent more employment than nuclear
power, while costing less.

Employment Impact Statesment, 504
from:

RAIN

2270 N.W. Irving

Portland, OR 97210
A smple step-by-srcp way to figure thr
employment impacts of a new industry
and the benefits of alternative options.




Our basic veason for using fossil fuels bas always been because
they allow us ro do more wirh less work, Their increasing
depletion means a general shrinking of the boundaries of the
excess we can produce and means increasing substitution of
buman work or employment for such energies. Yer the gap
berween what is necessary o simply meet our needs and

what we have been consuming in needlessly complex produc-
tion of unnecessary things is so great that what is really ve-
quired of us is not slavery but mersly discretion and wisdom.

The Encrgy Dilewmima— What |t Means
to fobs, R. Denny Scott, 1976

International Woodworkers of

America

1622 N. Lombard

Portland, QR 97217
li's encouraging to see such good things
commng from labor unicns. This union is
one of the best and knows what's com-
ing down the road for us. This paper
refutes claims made that unemployment
willresult if increased energy supplies
are not obtained, examines effects of
automation in reducing employment
and explores the myth that energy and
GNP and well-being are closdy linked.
It concludes that economic and employ-
ment growth can occur in sufficient
‘quantity to accommodate an expanding
workforce without a corresponding his-
torical increase in energy consumption.

Chash of Culture: Management in An
Age Of Changing Valuer, Carl H. Madden,
1972, 55 from:

National Planning Association

1606 New Hampshire Ave. N.W.

Washington, DC 20009

An open and serious examination, by
the chief economist of the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, of the implications for
the U.S. business community of the
changes being brought about in our so-
ciety by our resource limits. Well worth
reading by anyone interested in what
changes are going to be necessary in
business products, practices and goas.
Madden does an excellent job of raking
things like the Second l.aw of Thcrmo-
dynamics and firmly. yet clearly, ex-
plaining its ramifications for industry
and business.

“Employment and Economic Develop-
ment,"” Ekistics, Vol. 40, No. 237, Aug.
1975, available in most architecture or
planning libraries or from:

Page Farm Road

Lincoln. MA 01773
Subscriptions $24/yr. Special issue on
accomplishments of employment-inten-
sive economic development processes.
Studies of China. Tanzania and Kenya
as well as other countries. Development
policies planned to meet the needs of
the vast majority of people rather than
mere rate of growth. Ekissics papers tend
ro be rather abstract and intellectual, but
this issue does provide feedback from
some rarely-explored aspects of develop-

ment.

Project

Changing from

Hannon, July 1976, from:
Center for Advanced Computation

Urbana. IL 61801

_‘Energy and Labor Demand in the Conserver Soc.t'étj.,l, Bruce

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Quantifies the substantial number of new jobs created through
energy-conserving shifts in the seructure of the U.S. economy.
As welk as showing that a great range of energy-conserving op-
tions generate jobs, the study shows that electrification of our
energy sources results in a loss of approximately 75,000 jobs

per quad of primary energy transformed into electricity. (TB)

(federal)

Car to bus (intercity}

Car to bus (urban)

consumption
Car to bicycle
Plane to car
Plane to hus

Plane to train {intercity)

Throwaway to refillable beverage containers
Car to train (intercity)

Owner-operator truck to class 1 freight train
New highway construction to heath insurance

Electric ro gas stove

Electric to gas water hearer

Electric commuter to car

Electric to gas clothes dryer

Frost free to conventiona retrigerator

Plush (25 appliances) to moderately equipped
(16 appliances) kitchen

New highway construction to railroad and mass
transit construction

Present to increased home insulation (oil heat)

Moderate to spartan (4 appliance) kitchen

EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS
OF ENERGY CONSERVATION

New Jobs Per
Quadrillion
BTU Saved

930,000
750,000
700,000
675,000

640,000
330.000
210,000

New highway construction to personal

200,000
200,000
160,000
140,000
160.000
120,000
110,000
100,000

60,000

30,000
30,000

15,000
10,000
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Home, Inc., Scott Burns, 1975, $6.95
from:

Doubleday and Co.

245 Park Avenue

New York, NY 10017
Our whole way of measuring economic
activity is skewed towards large-scae
production and consumption. If we do
something very efficiently for ourselves.
it doesn’t count in our GNP. If we have
someone else do it, even at great ex-
pense, the GNP says “Yeh! We're doing
better.” And, of course. we only count
what happens from 8 to 5. five days a
week in “the office” Never counted is
the ar-least equal amount of work done
a horne, by housewives or housebands.
Buying labor-saving devices for the
home so people are free to “go te work”
so0 they can pay for the labor-saving
devices so they can is only running
on a treadmill that gives the illusion of
progress because we ignore the value of
homework. Burns explores the eco-
nomics of the home and shows that
- investment in rhe home in general and
msuch things as insulation in particular.
provide a much greater value and return
than amost any industrial investment.
A whole dimension of our economic
system that has been studiously ignored.

The Cities’ Wealth by the Community
Ownership Organizing Project, 1976,
$2.50 ($5 for ingtitutions) iroms:

Confereiice on Alternative State

and Loca Public Policies

1901 Q Street N.W.

Washington, DC 20009
‘The comprehensive programs proposed,
fought for and to a degree enacted by
the community activist coalition in
Berkeley since 1967 provide an impor-
tant exampie for other communities.
Good programs, the rea-live politics of
getting changes implemented, the infor-
mation pried cut of rhe city government
on how things have actualy been done
are dl extremely useful. They bring to-
gether an exciting picture of how an
awakened citizenry has decided they
want their city to be. The difficult
questions of the city as employer—
cutting excessive costs while working
for better conditions for the employees
on the bottom-are dealt with and
examples given of red tape changes that
have been made in the bureaucracy itself

Alot of what all this means is doing things on a small enough
scale that we can understand what is going on and take a
meaningful part in determining what, why and bow things

COMMUNITY ECONOMICS

AT THE END OF 1972, OUR COLLECTIVE SAVINGS
AMOUNTED TO THE FOLLOWING:

*

$207,300,000,060
$ 91,300,000,000
$276.100.000.000

Savings and Loan
Mutual Savings Banks
Commercial Banks

Credit Unions $ 21,700,000,000
Life Insurance Reserves $203,600,000,000
TOTAL $800,000,000,000

‘The figure above does not reflect our persona or commercial
checking accounts, shares of stock or cash equity in our homes
or persona property but only individua or corporate savings
which can be invested for long periods of time.

The greatest mgjority of these savings are owned by individu-
as. hut. conversely, most of the funds are used to finance
commercid activity only because we are not organized to use
our own money.

If we loaned the above savings te 40,000 potential developing
neighborhoods of 5,000 people each, which would cover the
entire country. this would provide each neighborhood with
$20,000,000 and each family of four people with about
$16,000 in funds with which to finance a place to live. With
this kind of capital base and alittle leverage we can go a long
way towards making our neighborhoods better places in which
to live.

The point we are trying ta make here is that we are collective-
ly very wedthy, and, if we use our wealth wisdy. we can make
our country even better than it is. We have no one to blame
but ourselves for our situation, since we have rhe money, but
we have not organized ourselves so we can use cur Ssavings.
Instead we have turned them over to others to manage for us.

(From Cooperative Community Development)

A Rural New Town fOr she West Side
of the San Joaquin Valley, Kirshner,
Baar and Brom, 1975, $3 from:

Community Ownership Organizing

Project

349 62nd Street

Oakland, CA 94618
A growing outcry is likely to bring en-
forcement of California’s blatantly dis-
regarded 160-acre limitation on agricul-
taral use of irrigation water. The result-
ant land reform would bring about the
development of smal towns in the West-
lands. This COOP study investigates the
development of support services and
community building necessary for sue-
cesstul land reform and shows how an
agriculturai based rural community
might be organized and financed with
significant savings (considerably

in excess oi 25% of annua income) for
the residents.

Cooperative Community Pevelopment,
Joe Falk, editor, 1975, $2.95 from:

The Future Associates

P.O. Box 912

Shawnee Mission, KS 66201
In Kansas City, Joe Falk and the Future
Associates have worked out a very com-
prehensive program of leveraging com-
munity savings held in life insurance
companies, various kinds of banks,
pension funds and individual savings to
secure funds for neighborhood improve-
ment rather than commercial develop-
ment. They show that more than $210
billion of our savings is available from
those sources.




BIG NAMES-BIG DRAINS

Most banks give preferential loan rates to big-name companies.
chains and franchises wanting to open a loca outlet, because
their big name and big financia base gives them rhe appearance
of being a better risk. And most communities welcome such
big names because of the aura of hig-time they convey from
advertising.

Yet both banks and communities have important reasons
to rethink these priorities and to go as far toward banning
outside-owned businesses and the ingtitutions, such as adver-
tising, thar reinforce such unproductive concentration as they
can. For banks it's simple—ourside-owned businesses drain
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money out of acommunity (see bar), while locally-owned
businesses cycle and recycle money through the localecono-
my and the local bank.

For the community the benefits of local ownership are eye,,
greater. A fast-food franchise thar drains two-thirds of its cash
flow out of a community also drains the life and power and
self-confidence out of the town. Yet most communities offer
generous tax advantages to such outside-owned enterprises to
encourage them to locate there—assisting the very forces that
damage the local economy. Such enterprises provide jobs and
spend money, as they claim, but compared to the jobs and
money benefits of a more localy sdf-reliant community, big
names wmoan big drains!

EXPORTING MONEY

National fast food chains, like chain supermarkets, provide
convenience, jobs and fax revenues to their service areas. And.
like the supermarkets, they also export capital.

Figures were obtained vn the financia status of one chain
outlet (a MacDonalds), located in an inner-city area. Corpora
tions costout thelr expenses. dlocating to each restaurant
its proportional share; this breskout is illuminating. If rhe
figures from this one store are representative (and there is
good reason toexpect that they are. given the industry’s
standardized operations), then we &l deserve a break.

Fully 20.00% of this store€'s costs immediately leavethe
community: advertising; rent (paid to a corporate subsidiary);
a service fee paid ro the corperation; accounting and legal
fees; insurance; depreciation and amortization; and debt
service. This restaurant, like adl other outlets, purchases its

ridiarics. These costs are 41.81% of total expenses. Manage-
ment costs go toward paying saaries outside of the area and
equal 5.62% of expenses. Other expenses, a total of 9.07%,

and some portion of taxes (1.93%) clearly remain in the com-
munity.

This one reseaurant does about $750,000 in sdles annuadly
and earns about $50,000 in profits hefore taxes. Over
$500,000 of this money leaves the community; as much as
$67,500 more may aso be “exported.” Were the buildings
owned locally, management hired from loca residents and
supplies purchased localy, some of this drainage from local
economies could be effectively plugged.

-William Batko in Self-Reliance

food and paper supplier from other centralized corporatesub-

arc unclear in their ultimate origin. Only “crew labor” (15.04%)

Ancil Nance

CONTROLLING MONEY FLOWS

Our focus has so long been toward promoting bigness that
it isdifficult even ro think how communities, states or regions
can act to strengthen their economies from within and make
them more sdf-reliant Starting to do so will open up 2 flood
of ways we car’teventhink of now, but a number of actions
are possble cven at this time. Communities can srop giving
tax bresks to outside industry. States and :iiies can't establish
trade redtrictions, but they can raise sales raxes on everything
and use the income to lower property or oth:<taxes for local
businesses, in effect making loca goods che.—- 4 large num-
ber of new businesses require some sort ¢t i, Zoning or
other variances, and outside-owned businesses can be blocked
there. All businesses rely to some degree on local good will
and are relatively senstive to loca threats of boycott, harass-

$ _

ment or bad publicity. Making known the rea economics in-
volved within the community can encourage support of local
businesses. Use of public media for advertisng which inherent-
iy favors large, centralized operations can be restricted or
banned. (Who would choose a loca Sleep-Good Motel when
al you hear of is nationally-advertised Road-Sore Inns?) Most
local chain or franchise operations are financed locally-
making local finance sources aware of rhe economics and
community sentiment can make financing more available for
locally-owned operations. Assistance and support services for
setting up local businesses can be developed similar to agricul-
rural extension services. The inefficiencies of scale and high
overhead of centralized ingtitutions means that such moves
toward simpler, more decentralized economies provide a
reduction in overall costs as well as an improvement for loca
economies.




TITHING

Tithing isavery different kind of
banking-ii is smply raking responsi-
hility ourselves for what our money
does. Inthe strictest traditional sense,
itmeuns giving one tenth of a year's
produce nr profits away (originally to
the Church). Many people are going
back tothis practice--no matter how
little they have—and are finding the
rewards preat.

Tithing canbe looked at as an invest-
ment—whether time. interest or dullars
—and its most important benefit may
be in learning how to invest wisdly and
soundly. It eould bethe beginning of
getting away from the abstractions and
material rewards of money. For further
thoughts on tithing, secthe December
1974 issue of

New Age Journal

32 station Street

Brookline, MA 02147

(%1, back issue)

Many food co-ops have worked out
related plans where they have invested
their profits in new enterprises. In Min-
negpolis. the North Country Co-Op
seeded other neighborhood co-ops, a
bakery, a warehouse and a restaurant,
Austin, Texas. and lowa City, lowa
co-ops have done similar seeding-start-
ing related enterprises without keeping
control of them like the horizontal and
vertical expansion of large corporations.

Eugene Community Sustaining Fund
Box 340
Eugene, OR 97401
The Eugene Community Sustaining
Fund is a good example of a formalized
inditutional tithing process. Or you
might cdl ir a voluntary tax of conscien-
tious businesses tosupporicommunity
needs out of their profits. About 2%
of income is generdly contributed, and
the funds are used as seed money to
start and assist projects of value o the
community-sort of a more adventurous
and less fossilized Community Fund!

STATE BANKS

North Dakotans, fed up with being at
the mercy of our-of-stare bankers charg-
ing excessive races for rural credir, sat
up astate-owned bank in 1919. One of
the most profitable hanks in the coun-
try and presently the only one that is
state-owned. it saved thousands of far-
mers from ruin in the depression and
now has about $32 million in loans to
farmers, $35 million in housing loans
and $27 million in student loans. The
bank, largest between Minneapolis and
Spokane, relies heavily on deposits of
state funds, avoiding the potentia mis-
dedlings rewiring from divvying up state
deposits to the profit of private banks

and keeping state money inside thestaie.

Public disclosure and public contro! are
rwo obvious advanta,zs Of state banks.
Moves to set up similar systems are un-
derway in Washington. Oregon, Massa
chusetts, Colorado, New Jersey and
Cdlifornia See “Banks of North Da-
kota,” by Derek Norcross. Parade Maga-
zine. November 9, 1975.

The Bank Book, Joan Hedahl and Ed-
ward Buckingham, $1.25 from;

Colorado State Treasury

141 State Capitol

Benver, CO 802(3
An innovative service of the Colorado
State Treasurer, providing detailed in-
formation to consumers on the services
available at every bank in the state and
their cost or benefit to users. Further
development of such a service should
include information on how the banks
use the funds of their clients, their non-
banking activity and reiatinns to other
activities so people can choose o put
their money in banks that will useitin
ways they consider socially desirable.

N g NTTTTTYVRYRYTIITYY,

CREDIT UNIONS

Credit unions are locally controlled
savings and loan organizations set up

by a group of people ta retain control
of how their savings are used. They
avoid some of the problems with placing
your money in a bank where it is then
loaned out on the bank’s terms to the
“best credit risks” (mostly large corpo-
rations). Because each member of the
credit union has a vote in policy-making,
¥QU can borrow and loan money for
purposes YOU vaiue.

Savings are insured by the federal gov-
ernment, members keep for themselves
the normal bank profit. Members must
have a“common bond”—living within
a specific area. working for a common
employer, or sharing membership in an
organization whose activities develop

common loyalties and mutual interests.

Although avery beneficial alternative
to normal bankinginstitutions, credit
unions may have severa difficulties.
Lack of capable financial management
often causes problems, short time limits
on loans frequently prevent home mort-
gages (thougharleast one credit union
ser up its own savings and loan to alow
home mortgages), and loans cannot be
made to non-members or organizations.
Many people cannot qualify for affinity
requirements and cannot obtain credit
union services. And the money belong-
ing to a credit union must be deposited
in a norma bank-permitting its use

by the bank despite the wishes of credit
union members.

Approval procedures are ofren difficult
—the federa government refused to a-
low a national prisoners credit union
that was bring set up because prisoners
savings are put inte a fund whose inter-
est goes intc the guard's retirement
fund! The government clamed the pris-
oners had no common bond. A feminist
credit union has been set up in Massa
chusetts, and local ones are much easier
to do.

&

For more information on credit unions.
write:
National Credit Union Administra-
tion
Washington. DC 20456

and check with your state credit union
ofiice.




SWEAT EQUITY

Our own work is often the best kind of
money possible for financing projects.
We don’t have to get someone else's
approval, and we car. use our cvenings.
weekends and other normally non-in-
come-producing time productively.
Building ahome ourselves can reduce
first costs by at least fifty percent,
while using our time recycling materials
instead of purchasing nicw ones can cut
costsanother 20%. Building a house in
s¢otions as money and time become
available instead of al at once can avoid
costly financing. This is important be-
cause financing costs double and even
triple what we end up paying for a
house. An owner-built house costing
$5.50 per sguare foot for materials
would end up costing $33 to $5” per
square foot if built as a tract house—
once mortgage costs are auded in.

Our own work is also more vauable.
When we have someone ese do work
for us, we have taxestaken out of QUR
income before we hire them, wc have to
pay for their profit, and we are usuadly
limited to union productivity levels.

For more derails see:

The Owner-Baiider and the {ode, Ken
Kern, Ted Kogan, Rob Thallon, 1976.
$5 from:

Owner-Builder Publications

P.D. Box 550
Oakburst, CA 93664

In New York City, a six-story, 23-unit
tenement at 25 1 East 119th Street, in
East Harlem, has been rehabilitated
by a street gang-the Renigadrs-into a
tenant-owned and managed cooperative.
Sweat equity by volunteers to earn their
own apartments has alowed projected
rents to he $130 per month as epposed
to $250 per month for similar one-bed-
room apartments done by private con-
tractors. Materials and salaries for 12
gang members who performed most of
the work were financed by a loan from
the city’s Housing and Development Ad-
ministration. In a similar project on the
Lower East Side, in addition to rehabili-
tating the building, solar collectors have
been designed for the roof to supply hot
water. and the now-skilled group plans
to rehabilitate other buildings and
manufacture solar heaiers for other
locations. For further information
contact:

Pratt Institute Center for Community

& Environmental Development
240 Hal Street
Brooklyn, NY 11205

OTHER CAPITAL SOURCES

Sources of Capizal TOr Community
Economic Development, Leonard
Smollen and John Hayes, 1976, $10
from:

Center for Community Economic

Development

639 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139
A very helpful guide for anyone start-
ing cutinte the maze of finding money
to stat a community-based business.
A key to meanings of jargon and secret
passwords, description of an amazing
variety of sources for money, what
they finance, terms. specid loan condi-
tions,etc.. as well as a liging of minori-
ty-owned and managed banks and
savings/loans and other capita sources.

Public Pension Funds as a Source Of
Capital fOr Jok Creation, Ed Kirshner,
Kenneth Baar and Eve Bach, 1975, $2
from:

Community Ownership Organizing

Project

349 62nd Street

Oakland, CA 94618
Piece-by-piece we discover how per-
vasvely our beliefs in corporate power
have focussed dl of the energy in our
soclety into their growth. Public pen-
sion funds as well as many other major
chunks of wealth floating around our
society are unquestioningly invested in
corporate stock. This paper andyzes the
economic and social implications of al-
ternative investment patteras. Investing
pension funds in housing (heresy!)
rather than stocks is shown to be less
risky, to give greater economic return
and to have more positive socid im-
pacts. COOP aso puts out a good
quarterly newsletter called The Public
Works, which covers many of their
activities (free).

Community Ownership in New Towns
and Old Cities, Edward Kirshner and
James Morey, 1975 from:
Center for Community Economic
Development

| redly had trouble getting into this at
first—it looked like it was going to he
another socialistic tract about govern-
ment ownersiup.[ was wrong-it isn't,
and it's good! A lot of really obvious
stuff once you think about it-utilities
are basically no-risk public monopolies.
Public ones have a track record at least
as good as investor-owned ones. In both
cases the rate payers end up paying for
the whole operation. So why shoald the
prefits go o vutside investors rather
than back:sto reducing costs for the
community? They show specifically that
if al the land. real estate dvvelopment
and utilities were owned by the com-
munity (with revenues subsidizing hous-
ing) then up to 100% of new housing
would be within the reach of low and
moderate income families. They lay out
a lot of options and the benefits of
each—for new and existing communities,
for common mortgages. financing rental
housing, leasing of greenbelt land for
agriculture, community-owned industrial
parks, businesses, utilizies, cable TV.
Returned profits reduce direct housing
costs by 25-50%, depending on options
chosen, and incomes required to afford
new housing would drop from $18,000
to $7,800 in some cases. Well worth
reading.

| m——— -}
] ——
(o A '

RalclobicA
D,
T e G
A
>
=

I

]
i
A&

=]
= ra




There are a lot of variations on the
theme: cottage industzy, “right liveli-
hood,” nieaningful work, small business
There are examples scattered through-
out ke book: look for the food co-eps
(Agriculture), the Springfield Creamery
and tofu/miso making (Eating High and
Lightly), bed and breakfasts (Wise
Travel)and bicycle repair (Transporta-
tion).It’s a lot of what we are all about.

Bootstraps means being a contribut-
ing part of a local community rather
than pulling money ou¢ to invest else-
where. Collective, non-hierarchical de-
cision-making and/or worker control is
common. Tke products tend zo be
oriented te moving us towards fiving
lightly on the earth-bean sprouts, solar
collectors. tipis, house remodeling,
herbs. The people involved often work
only part-time (and often at bhome)
earning the freedomto paint, Write,

ke

The Fabric Appliance Company

Rt. 1, Box 150A

Badwin.. WI 54002
Our good friend Kurt Buetow designs
and makes wonderful canvas hanging
chairs (rend for a price list). Also hang-
ing Japanese baths, kites, packs, ham-
mock tents, hanging shelves and other
practical esoterica. The chairs don't
take that much time to make and sell
(mail order and retail) for enough to
suppurt his design and homesteading
activities.
Cloudburst

2440 N.E. 10th

Portland, OR 97212
“My folks were realy amazed when |
said | was a garbage person,” says
Michaela Moore Marcus. “It's very hard
work!” She and Dave McMahon run a
neighborhood recycling business for 110
families in N.E. Portland based on the
ORE Plan system of collecting separated
wastes from households.

See Recycling section for more

information on the ORE Plan.

works.

amples.

Nomadic Tipi Makers
Star Route, Box 41
Cloverdale, OR 97 112

Jeb and Caroline at Nomadics are il
one of the best examples we know of
appropriate small business. They make
fine tipis—write for their price and size
list-which they are constantly revising
(sometimes up and sometimes dow:)
to reflect their true costs. They sdl
about 400 tipis a year-al mal order—
and gross about 5100,000. They spend
one day a week cutting pieces in the
loft of their barn overlooking the ocean
and four mornings on mailing. The sew-
ing is contracted out to loca farmers
wives-all they need is an industrial
sewing machine ($400 investment) and
a corner in their homes. It's piecework
but they average between $5 and $8 an
hour! Their initia investment is quickly
paid off and if any of them wanted they
could branch out into work on their
own. Jeb and Caroline say their sewers
make more money than they do be-
cause the women do more work.

wonder ormind families.
Some other examples:

*  Typesetting “1typing at bome—our
own Irish Setter proves that this

* Cosmetics and natural soaps. ‘This is
one of David Morris's fazorire ex-

*  Publishing. Magazines are a lot more
work than they sound (and are not
profitable), but small book presses
abound. See the print section.

SOME OTHER RESOURCES:

Small-Time Operator: Howto Start
Your Own Small Business, Keep Your
Books, Pay Your Taxes and Stay Out
of Trouble, Bernard Kamoroff, CPA,
1976. $5.95 from:

Bell Springs Publishing Co.

P.O. Box 322

Laytonville, CA 95454

Mother Earth News Handbook of
Home Business Ideas and Plans, 1976,
52.25 from:

Bantam Books

666 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10019

Large-Scale Sprouting ¢s a Cottage
Industry, Michael Cennor, 1975, 75¢
from:
Institute for Lecal Self-Reliance
1717 18th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20009




Competitive Scale in Manufacturing:
The Case of Consumer Goods, Barry
Stein and Mark Hodak, 1976, $1.75
from:

Center for Community Economic

Development
639 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 316
Cambridge, MA 02139

One of the most difficult factors in
launching a new business venture by
community groups is determining a size
of operation that has probability of sue-
cess but least commitment of financia
resources. This study determines the
size of new plants that are entering spe-
cific markets, calcalates the market sizes
associated with these new plants. and
estimates the least size that is thought
appropriate (by others who have done
it) for new plants to enter the market
for a product. Very helpful data for
anyone considering a manufacturing
veniure.

Testimony Before the Senate Select
Committee on Small Business, Dec. 2,
© 1975. Dr. Barry Stein, 12 pp. inquire
: for price, from:

Center for Socid and Evaluation
Research

University of Massachusetts

Boston, MA 02125

A very clear summary of the different
economic and community costs and
‘benefits of small and large business, rzal
efficiency of small business and manu-
facturing, and recommended changes in
legd structures and administrative prac-
tices hy government agencies to encour-
age more independent, community-sus-
taining and effective businesses. By the
author of the excellent Size, Effit

and Community Ewterprise,

The Community Context Of Economic
Conversion, Barry Stein, 1971, 63 pp.,
inquire for price
Center for Community Economic
Development (see above)

Explore the community impact of de-
fense contracts, absentee ownership,
and industria trends, such as the impact
on Seattle, Boston and Southern Cali-
fornia of depending on aerospace con-
tracts for their main employment base.
Presents excellent case for community-
owned businesses.

How to Start Swmaller Industries, Series
1-6, limited number available from:

Japan Consulting Institute

Hibiya Park Bldg., i-1

Y uraku-cho, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo, Japan
Since 1969 J.C.I. has been putting out
a series of booklets outlining how to
set up various industrial plants a mini-
mum cost and scale as part of technical
assistance they provide on a consulting
basis to foreign clients (largely in Asia)
establishing Tndustrial plants. Informa-
tion on each industry includes outlines
of the industry, description of the pro-
cess, construction of the plant, number
of employees, necessary expenditures.
production capacity, return on invest-
ment and locational factors. Toilet-
paper plants, sawmills, mosquito coil
making, umbrella manufacture, screw
making, and 1131 more industries.

CECOCO Catalog, $11 armail from:
P.O. Box 8
Ibaraki. Osaka. Japan

A guidebook for rural cottage and small

industries-evervthine_from chobpstick
making machines to agricultural imple-

ments. The catalog redly gives one a pic-

ture of what can he done at that scale.
Much that can be gpplied to this coun-

try.
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Hoedads Treeplanters Co-op
454 Willamette
Eugene, OR 97401

200 or so blong to Hoedads, contract-
ing their own labor out to timber com-
panies, Forest Service, fire-fighting, etc.
Each crew eects a representative to
central council; percentage of wages
taken out of paychecks to support of-
fice, staff. Not looking for new mem-
bers, but a good modd for labor-intense
work co-ops.

Community Industry in Vermont,
Jeremy Ingpen, 1975, $1.00 from:

The WVermnt Alliance

5 state itreet

Monipelie VT 05602
Criteria for economic development and
lessons from existing community-sized
and -controlled projects. A generaly
fine discussion of the effects of different
kinds of economic development in Ver-
mont and considerations necessary to
insure thet future development provides
benefit for the people of the state and
communities.

| Inthe Making

221 Albert Road

Sheffield, York, Englarid
65p single copy, £1.90 subscription
(they accept only International Money
Orders in UK). “A directory of proposed
productive projects in self-management
or radical technology”-a typically
British publication (with typicaly
British humor) that seems to cover just
about everything going on in the field
of “jobs without bosses.”

Community Development Clearinghouse
Vermont Tomorrow
5 date Sf.
Montpelier, VT 05602
With help from CETA they are estab-
lishing an information clearinghouse
for community development. Informa
tion to include alternative energy.
energy efficient housing, agricultural

1 self-sufficiency.

t New Age Journal, $8/year from:

32 Station Street

Brookline, MA 02147
Several good articles on community
business have appeared in NAJ over the

:ﬁ;l last year or so. NAJ No. 2 ($1) isan

excellent issue on deding, with money
credit unions, tithing, businesses. NA/J

A No. 11, March 1976 ($1), has a mind-

opening interview with New Age Entre-
preneur par excellence, Bob Schwartz.




Self-Management, Jaroslav Vanek, ed,,
1975, $5.95 from:

Penguin Books

7110 Ambassador Rd.

Baltimore, MD 21207
One obvious way to resolve many of
the worker/management problems is to
merge them—worker ownership and
self-management. Doesn't take carc of
the producer-consumer problems, but
frequently is agood fird step. Vanck
surveys the theory and reality in prac-
tice of self-management, with case
studies of small business and national
economies from around the world.

Worker-Owned Plywood Companies:
An Economic Analysis, Katrina V.
Bennan, 1967, Economic and Business
State University Press, Obtain through
the Interlibrary Loan Department of
your lecal library.

One of the major fears preventing busi-

nesses from encouraging labor-intensive

processes is the fear of tabor/manage-

ment conflicts and problems of employ-

ee boredom and low productivity. One
obvious answer is to eiminate the con-
flict of interests between workers and

owners through worker-owned busines-
ses. Bennan's case study shows that thry
have been and can be well-managed and
economically viable, even under difficult

conditions of using abandoned plants,

obsolete equipment and difficult materi-

a supplies that were legacies of past
ownership. The firms studied actually
had worker productivity 30 to 50%

greater than in non-worker owned firms,

aong with greater flexibility to adapt
during difficult rimes.

Industrial  Common-Ownership
Movement (ICOM)

8 Sussex Street

London SW 1, England
A group of British companies, most of
them smal, who arc self-governing (in-
cluding the Scott Bader Company de-

scribed in Small Is Beautiful). They run £7%

a non-profit loan group to assist new
ventures and put out a series of publi-
cations, including one which describes
each of the member companies. Write
for information and a publications list
(include SASE).

Job dissatisfaction, right livelihood, feeling that whar we do
and make is both needed and good fills a long empty void
inside us with a warm and welcome feeling.

MAKING WORK WORTH IT

Workforce

Vocations for Sociad Change

5951 Canning St.

Oakland. Ca, 94609
VSC has been around quite awhile now
and has spawned innumerable centers
through the country. The centers often
become general community resource
information access centers, not only
through employment counseling, bur
because of the counsding style (lifestyle:
what do you realy wantto do?). Work-
force has a radical perspective (liberation,
struggle, rights), is published bi-monthly,
usualy with a focus on an area (day care.
prisoners, |abor, media, education, etc.)
Serves as one of the few national links
for job openings in collective, aternative
political groups, projects. (Usually good
source listings). Donation for subscription.

What Color Is Your Parachute?, Richard
Bolles, $4.95 from:

Box 4310

Berkeley, CA 94704
Emphasizes job hunting and career
searching. butalso how to figure out
what is redly satisfying and productive
for you to do.

Where Do | Go From Here With My
Life? by John C. Crystal and Richard
N. Bolles, 1974,253 pgs., $7.95 soft
cover from:

Seabury Press

815 2nd Ave.

New York, N.Y. 10017
A very systemdtic, practicd and effee-
rive life/work planning manual for stu-
dents of al ages, ingtructors, counselors,
career seekers and career changers.
John is preparing a videotape expanding
on the subject of “Understanding the
World nf Work.”

Briarpatch Review, $5/year, quarterly,
from:

330 Ellis Street

San Francisco, CA 94102
Healthy smali business and industry-for
right livelihood rather than profit-is the
necessary base for developing a more di-
verse and viable economic structure.
Briarpatch is an association of such
businesses in northern California that
assist each other and share resources
and friendships, Putting cco-nomics into

practice ahead of the theory.

Job sharing is a concept thst seems to
be raking hold even in very straight,
traditional situations like banks and
universities. I've seen articles on it re-
cently in The Willamette Valley Gb-
server (April 16). Ms. Magazine (May
1976}, and the Oregownian. Another
\ term for it is part-time-hiring two

, people to take responsibility for a job.
In Eugene two women share a school
nurse position by smply dividing up
the day. They can cover for each other
when they're sick or can work together
for busy days like hearing tests. In some
jobs that are more flexible time-wise,



two people simply divide up the work.
Aseach tends to work more than the
required hours, employers often get
more for their money-even if they are
paying full benefits to each. Much of
the credit for the new trend can be giver
to the women's movement—more quali-
fied women who need flexible hours
geared to child care problems. Often-
times jobs are shared by acouple, which
means hours a home car: be divided
equally. Whatever the rearons, it seems
to he a healthy move tow:rdsincreas-
inga person’s work options.

Flexible Ways to Work
Doug and Roz Clark
2683 Alder
Eugene, OR 97405

and

New Ways to Work
457 Kingsley
Pale Alto, CA 94301

These groups offer free educational and

counseling resources for employers and

potential employees who would like to
iy job sharing.

4 Days, 40 Hours, Riva Poor, 1973,
$1.95 from:
Mentor Books
1301 Avenue of the Americas
New York. NY 10019

Flexible Working Hours, Heinz Aller-
spach, 1975, $6.95 from:

International Labor Office

1750 New York Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 2606
Shuffling around working hours and
giving workers some control over when
they work is one of the current cosmet-
ic changes being explored to placate
basic worker dissaisfaction with the
structure of work and production of
goods. Both these studies indicate that
greater benefits may accrue ro the em-
ployers than to the employers-though.

more flexible patterns may benefit both,

They won't solve any basic problems,
but in conjunction with worksharing

may begin to crack the rigidity of U.S.
work patterns.
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RESEARCH GROUPS

A lot of good people and groups are belping pull together the

information, ideas, vrganization and hard work ne‘cessa?/ to
build a new economics that is sustainable, equitable and T€

els

good. These are some of them. Help them, and go to them for

belp,

Public Irzterest Economics Review, bi-
monthly, $5/year from:

PIE Foundation

1714 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 26036
Good perspectives on unemployment,
economic prioritics, who's doing what
economic research, current projects and
legal battles. Access to ecoromics net-
works.

Environmentalists for Full Employment
1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Established to demonstrate that a full

employment economy can be harmoni-

ous witha clean and hedthy environ-

ment. EFFE has helped coordinate a

major conference between labor and

environmentalists. publishes a free
quarterly newsletter and acts asa
clearinghouse on jobs/environmental
issues.

Council on Economic Priorities

84 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10011
Doing research on just that--see Com-
munity Research section for details and
available publications.

Center for Community Economic
Development

639 Massachusetts Ave., Suite 316

Cambridge, MA 02139
An ¢xcellent group that keeps tabs on
the benefits and costs of doing things at
a local community levelvs, larger scaie
inditutions. Local services, loca busi-
ness. loca manufacturing and coopera
tive or community ownership of enter-
prises can often vield surprising benefits
for the people concerned and for the
community. Write for publications list.

Institute for Local Self-Reliance

1717 18th Street N.W.

Washington, DC 20009
A strong, experienced group working
with development of neighborhood and
community economic and socia struc-
tures. Work on banking, sewage, small
business. energy, urban agriculture and
other areas. Many excellent ideas for
going about developing loca small
businesses.

Community Ownership Organizing
Project

349 62nd Street

Oakland, CA 94618
Some of the best research on communi-
ty economics in the country—how to
recover control of our ownresources.
Write for publications list and see
their publications listed above in this
section.

Union for Radical Political Economics
41 Union Sgquare, Room 201
New York, NY 10003
A national network of radical econo-
mists working on development of sound
economic analysis which serves the in-
terests of people working for progressive
social charge. Put out Review Of Radical
Political Ecozomics, and the Boston-
area group puts out Dollars and Sense,
which explains economic issues in smple
simple, straightforward terms.

Metastasis

P.O. Box 128

Marblemount, WA 98267
Probably the best single source in the
U.S. for useful and hard-to-get how-to
publications for setting up and operating
small enterprises of many kinds. Write
for their pricelist.
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* “They’ve All Gone to Look for

= America” Bo Burlingham in Mothzr

i Jones, February/March 1976, $8/year
i from:

1255 Portland Place

5 Boulder, CO 80302

-+ What happenrd to al the radicas of the
- '60s? Most of the media hints that we've
=~ given up. Put your ear to the ground.
. This article focuses on ACORN (See

-~ Rural Roots), but it hits on some im-

= important and encouraging notions
about the socia change movement as
a whole:

Midway through my travels, 1 began to
experience a mild intoxication: Was this all
some gigantic mass movement on the verge of
springing full-born on the national scene. a
najor force that somehow nobody in Wash-
gron Or New Y ork bad managed to notice?
o, but as I pondered what 1 was seeing, the

ntoxication stayed: These groups were more
utnerous, markedly more far-reaching, and
“_e_min;gxlj; destined 1o belonger-lasting than
seen iN the '60s. It IStoo early to

€ll whether they can achievereal power
nd influence. but they definitely have
righter prospects than anyone would have
ught afew yearsago.
“These are politically sophisticated people.
n ralking with them, I redized that they hold
livérse view on the abstract issues which

se preoccupied the New Left. They do not,
owever, regard their differences-whatever
they may be-as important. ACORN did not
ttrace them with its line. Rather they came
ecause it worked.

‘Neighborhood Power, Karl Hess and
avid Morris, 1975, $3.45 from

- ‘Beacon Press

.25 Beacon Street

‘Boston, MA 02108

7A good, positive overview of the possi-
“hilities for urban neighborhoods-the
growth of community business, housing,
government, production, cooperation.
Here arc ldeas and proposals for making
urban communities livable and self- .
reliant by two who have been involved
in the Adams-Morgan area of Washing

¢ ton, D.C. for severa years. Small is

+- possible and good!

. Rules for Radicals, A Practical Primer
... for Realistic Radicals, Saul D. Alinsky.
1971, $1.95 from:
= Random House

201 East 50th

New York, NY 10022
There's a fine line between organizing
and being pushy. This can.help you see
the edge. Alinsky’'s stuff is gtill a good
way into thinking about how to mar-
-~ shal up people’s resources.

Cooperative Community Development,
Joe Falk, Ed., 1975, $2.95 from:

The Future Associates

P.O. Box 912

Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66201
Subtitle: A Blueprint for Our Future. A
good, solid “how-to” on organizing a
cooperative neighborhood, block by
block. Real estate acquisition, rehabili-
tation, new construction; cooperative
purchasing and rental of al kinds of
goods and services; creation of neigh-
borhood jobs and other home income
producing opportunities;, and the crea-
tion of a neighborhood capita base
through a neighborhood investment
fund, volunteer labor bank and credit
union, plus good working relationship
with local financia institutions. It's
al laid out in such loving detail that it's
obvious he's had a lot of experience—
and faith.

“The irony of ali thisisthat those now
making decisions for uSal! live ora block. in
aneighborhood, with their family. so they
are also one of us; they just do not realize
it and therefore we have not bee”’ afactor
in their decisions and actions. Thisapproach
weare taking should change this situation
almost overnight and thus start every or-
ganization cooperating with us while they
are pursuing their own interests.”

National Center for Voluntary Action
1785 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

The Center is a clearinghouse for infor-

mation about veoluntary action programs

(VITA, VISTA, etc.), citizen participa-

tion and community technical assistance

projects. They can produce from their
filer very nicely done rundowns on
hundreds of groups.

Organizers Book Center

P.O. Box 21,066

Washington, DC 20009
This is the place to order hard-to-find
books on effective community and poli-

tical action in the broadest sense. Third
World and minority are strongly repre-
sented as are economic and environmen-
tal issues. More Saul Alinsky than Sierra
Clab in orientation and style. You'll
learn a lot just from the cataog, Books
for Organizers. Highly recommended.

Conference “n Alternative State and
Local Public Policies

Lastitute for Policy Studies

1301 Q Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20009

This is a group that has sponsored two
gatherings (Madison in 1975 and Aus-
tin in 1976) of dternative mayors, legis-
lators and other officids and staff
people to discuss tax reform, insurance
legidation, you name it. Who's doing
what where and how we al can help
each other. There ate more good people
in positions of power than one might
think, and they ate responsible for some
big changes. Here are some of their
valuable publications (prices given are
for individuals-double them if you are
an institution):

Conference Newsletter {($5/yr.)—
guarterly report on activities, plus info
on recent model legislation-a good
way to stay informed.

Second Annual Public Policy Reader
($7.50)-a mammoth (600 pp.) collec-
tion of the best and most innovative
proposals, biiis and ordinances of 1975.

Alternative Legislation Series (50¢
each)-model bills on Cooperative
Banks, Utility Regulation, Energy,
Health, “Lifeline” Utility Regulation,
and Auto Insurance Corporations.

Legislative Handbook on Women’s
Issues ($2.50}, Public Control of Pub-
lic Money ($1.50), The Cities Wealth:
Programs fer Community Economic
Control iz Berkeley, Calif.($2.50),
and The Manitoba Auto Insurance Plan
($1).

League of Women Voters

1730 M Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20036
T'he League publishes on so many things
from polls to budget processes, to par-
liamentary rules and recycling. | think
that’s what I like about their publica
tions. They will probably have said
something about some part (usually
just a smal pat of a big organizationa
picture) of your problem. Write for
publications list.
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National Association of Neighborhoods
1901 Que Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20009
The association is an aliance of over
200 neighborhood organizations and
city-wide coditions. They provide in-
formation assistance through workshops
and conferences and by publishing a
good newsletter ($10/yr.).

SEDFRE

315 Seventh Ave.

New York, NY 10001
They publish some good introductory,
reminder list type publications on com-
munity organizing.

Center for Community Change

1000 Wisconsin Ave,, N.W.

Washington, DC 20007
The Center is a good source on infor-
mation about community development
corporations, and other governmental
policies affecting neighborhoods. Pub-
lications include: Citizen Imwvolvement
in Community Development; Com-
munity Development Block Grants-
ameonitoring guide. Also they publish
Monitor, which is a good source of
Washington, DC, news affecting com-
munities. $10/year.

UPLIFT: What People Can Themselves
Do, $5 from:
National Self Help Resource Center
1800 Wisconsin Ave,, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007
The National Self Help Center works
from a notion of communities and
groups creating projects and programs
that are more reliant on volunteers
than on outside monies, enable people
rather than only assist them through
a crisis, and programs that grow out of

perceived needs.

UPLIFT is a rundown of several
dozen projects in the country they are
familiar with.

Citizen Participation in Urban Develop-
ment, $6.50 from:
Learning Resources Corporation
2817 N. Dorr Ave.
Fairfax, VA 22030
A good introduction to community or-
ganizing and participation in planning.

*See also the Economics section for
coverage of community economic
development.

Balancing the Scales OF  Justice: Finan-
cing Public Interest Law in America,
1976 (write for price and availability)
to:
The Council for Public Interest Law
1250 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
In the past ten years or so, it has be-
come increasingly obvious to many
Americans that our system of justice
isn't quite as fair as it should be. Partly
as an outgrowth of earlier civil rights,
civil liberties and legal aid group move-
ments, the new concept of public in-
terest. law includes those lawyers and
law firms who provide free (or unusual-
ly cheap) legal services to folks who
have net been able to find representa
tion before. Now the poor, racia and
ethnic minorities, the handicapped and
children, as well as interests such as
envircnmentalistn and consumer  affairs,
can be heard in court. See this book
for an excelent review of the de-
velopment of the public interest law
movement, descriptions of how and for
whom specific groups work, how they
are now financed and what their pro-
spects are.
If you feel you could use the services of
such a law firm, the Council is the
place to write. (Lauri deMoll}
CDC News
Community Development Division
American Ingtitute of Architects
1735 New York Ave, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
Free. For the past eight years, com-

munity design centers have been pro-
viding free (usually) design services for
neighborhood groups. Traditionally
they have designed tor lots, remodeed
drop-in centers and worked as advocates
with citizens on neighborhood plans.
More and more now they are getting
inte rehabilitation for energy conserva-
tion. The CDC News is a periodic up-
date on their goings on. And | just got
“Community Design Centers Profile:
1975-76" in the mail today-a com-
plete listing and description of current
CDCs. If you have anything to do with
architecture/environmental design in
the community, you ought to be on
their mailing list. Or if your group needs
some design or advocacy planning assis
tance.

National Association of Accountants
for the Public Interest

233 Sansome Street, Room 400

San Francisco, CA 94104
The accountants, like the architects and
lawyers, have started to do free work for
folks who are boggled by debits and
credits, 501(C)(3)’s and Form 990’s. The
national organization publishes a news
letter ($5/yr, $15 membership), which
can fill you in on what's happening.
They can also steer you to rhe local
group in your area.

Arkansas Community Organizers for
Reform Now (ACORN)

523 West 15th

Little Rock, AR 72202
and
SD/ACORN

611 So. Second Ave.
Sious Falls, SD 57104
A truly grassroots organizing group that
starts with “curbside stuff” like a need
for a stoplight at a busy intersection
and moves on to challenge the power
structures in the community. In Ar-
kansas they presently have a federation
of 70 community groups with 5,000
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dues-paying familics. The organizers

arc dedicated and middle-class-the
members are the politicaly and econom
ically impoverished werking class. They
al cary it off well. Keep an eye on
them and learn from them.

“Office of Neighborhood Associations
¢ Portland Citv, Hall

5 1220 S.W. 5th
Portland, OR 97204
and

“Portland Alliance of Neighborhoods
#2155 N.W. Glisan
;7% Portland, OR 97210
‘There are over 70 neighborhood associa-
ons in Portland. They have grown up
n the by now wel-known way, through
“persons getting organized over two or
three basic issues. housing, transporta-
“tipn and land use planning.
© The Office of Neighborhood Associa-
tions serves as a liaison between city
governments and the neighborhoods,
cgordinating budget task force com-
‘mittees Who review individual city de-
partment budgets, comparing them
with the needs of different neighbor-
hoods.

The Portland Alliance of Neighbor-
hoods was formed 1” increase informa-
tion sharing between neighborhood
groups. and to create a forum for is-
sues that involve more than one neigh-
borhood.

*See the Sharing and Gathering section
for examples of community meetings,
barter exchanges. craft fairs and the
like-porting life into communities!

% Earth Station 7
402 15th Ave, E.

Seattle, WA 98112
Earth Station 7 is an example of a re-
source sharing collection of groups who
share an old firehouse. It presently
houses a free medical clinic, tool jend-
= ing library and an environmental educa-
- donfcommunity design center called

Environmental Works. It is an exciting
use of underused city properry, and a
model of a loose collective of groups
with minimum centralized functions.

San Francisco Zen Center

300 Page street

San Francisco, CA 94102
A prime example of community in-
volvement centered in a badly-deterior-
ated neighborhood of San Francisco.
They haveset up the Green Gulch
Greengrocer-a cornet store to make
available to the area organic produce
(grown at their Marin County farm) and
oven-hot Tassajara bread. The zennies
volunteer their time. so prices stay low.
They have sponsored a park and neigh-
borhood foundation to help residents
rehabilitate the area.The spirit with
which al these things are done and its
implications for everyday life are well
worth becoming aware of. Their news-
letter, Wind Bell, is available for $4/
year (3 issues).

The Black Panther Party

8501 East 14th St

Oakland, CA 94621
The Black Panthers haven't been getting
into the news toe much lately-a far
cry from the days of the urban riots.
But they arc alivz and wel in Oakland
working on cooperative housing, sickle
cell anemia research, free clothing and
food programs. lega and cultura educa
tion, and job training for the black
community. For details read the Fali
1974 Co-Ewolution Quarterly that they
guest edited, and send for their publica-
tions list.

Community Action Agencies operatc
in poth urban and rural settings to
provide a service support base for fow
income and minority communirties.
They are fcderaiy-funded by the Com-
munity Services Administration (CSA),
the former Office of Economic Oppar-

tunity that did a fancy dance and name
change to survive rhe Nixon years.

In the past couple of years of rising

fuel shortages, many have been getting
into insulation and weatherization pro-
grams, and a few have even begun to
work with alternative energy technolo-
gies. These efforts arec now being sup-
ported by the new CSA-funded National
Center for Appropriate Technology (see
the A.T. section for detals). For a list of
CAAs in your arca, write to Community
Services Administration. 1200 19th St.,
N.W., Washington. DC 20506.

Washington County Community Action
Organization

546 SE. Basdine

Hillsboro, OR 97123

A good example of arural-based com-
munity action project in our state.
They operate our of a little green house
that is bursting with people and energy.
Their ongoing services include a rura
awareness project, an emergency shelter
project, home maintenance and wea-
therization, youth groups, a translator’s
bureau for court appearances and the
like, I-lead Start, and consumer advocacy
programs for welfare, food stamps and
Social Security problems. They operate
the Gleaning Project, which in 1 975
harvested over $57,000 worth of food
from local fields for digtribution to
over 1.000 elderly. low income and
disabled people. The food was rhe wind-
fal crop which would have otherwise
gone to waste. The farmers donate the
food, getting a fax break. They have
aso sponsored a Women’s Scif-Help
Divorce Project, a Natural Food Pre-
servation Project and a food co-op,
community gardens, a fax assistance
clinic and bilinguad (Spanish)vam-
munity education. Their newspajper, the
Rural Tribune, is an excdlent free 8-
page bilingua monthly that is a fine
model for communities anywhere.
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Self-Reliance

Ingtitute for Local Self-Reliance

1717 18th Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20009
$6/year, 6 issues. One of the best news-
letters around. The information they
present comes cut of hard work the
Indtitute is involved in (see A.T. and
Agriculture sections). Most neighbor-
hood associations and groups have not
reached full consciousness, and Seif-
Reliance is a good guide for getting
there, in getting people to think about
growing focd, growing businesses,
money and znergy in their neighbor-
hood.

Community Planning Report, $65 ($70
if billed). weekly, from:

Resources News Service

1046 National Press Building

Washington, DC 20045
An excellent newdetter focusing on the
problems of growth and community,
put out by some good folks in Washing-
ton D.C. Keeps tab on government hear-
ings, new legidation, upcoming gather-
ings on the East Coast. new regulations
published in the Federal Register, recent
rulings in the courts, federa research
grants and contracts, and a listing of
relevant books and resources. Always
full of useful information for com-
munities trying to chart a new future.

NEWSLETTERS

Working Papers for a New Society,

123 Mt. Auburn St

Cambridge, MA 02 138
$10/yr., quarterly. Collections of often
quice useful papers for putting rogerher,
az the title says, a new society. The
Winter '76issue has an excelent article
on the Conversion of the British Triumph
motorcycle factory to a worker-owned
co-op. the history and prospects for ad-
free TV, tax reforms, problems of big
lumber companies and independent
woodsmen in Maine, the effects of the
recent Socialist government in B.C., and
other good things.

doing it!, $10/year, bi-monthly, from:
Box 303
Worthington, OH 43085
Their emphasis is on urban changes. 80
pages describing interesting projects in
more depth than we attempt. If feels
like it will he useful.

Street: Magazine of the Environment

Pratt Center for Community and

Environmental Development

240 Hall Street

Brooklyn, NY 11205
The Summer 1975 issue has an excel-
lent summary of housing problems: good
articles on “red-lining” (lending institu-
tion; practice of refusng loans and mort-
gages in deteriorating neighborhoods,
thus esxsuring their demise), the use of
the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1970 for urban environments, and
sweat equity cooperatives to rehabilitate
housing. Each article gives address and
phone numbers for people to contact.
Many of the programs mentioned are
federa; others, though specific to NYC,
could be adapted anywhere. Lots of
good ideas here.

Common Ground

Cross Roads Resource Center

2314 Elliot Ave. So.

Minneapolis, MN 55404
$4/yr., quarterly. This 64-page news-
print magazine is filled with informartion
specific to rhe Twin Cities, most of
which cari apply anywhere. Hospital
workers on unionization. high rise and
industrial development, and a good,
clear “People’'s Guide to Home Insuia-
ton’” and “Alternative Energy and
Who's Daing If.” Back issues ($1 each)
on Neighborhood History, Parks and
Open Space, Community Control, Con-
trolling Neighborhood Development,
Parade of Neighborhoods, and Art
for Our Sake.

Futures Conditional

Northwest Regional Foundation

P.O. Box 5296

Spokane, WA 99205
$20/year. The FC packages often con-
tain articles and resources useful for
community organizing, cspecially as
related to communication experiments.
Recently put together a follow-up to the
UN Habitat Conference with a series of
good articles.

Neighborhood Ideas

Center for Governmental Studies

P.O. Box 34481

Washington, DC 20034
$20/year. The center is involved in
many projects and one focus is neigh-
borhood development. Their newsletter,
Neighborhood Ideas, is another good
source of information on neighborhood
ideas around the country. Other pub-
Yications include Little City Halls, 3 5¢
and Municipal Decentralization and
Neighborhood Resources, $5.

Shelterforce

Shelterforce Collective

531 Chestnut St

East Orange, NJ 07018
$3/yr. (quarterly). Karl Hess says that
the most important part of neighbor-
hoods getting it together is dealing with
ownership of the land. This is a paper
that will keep you up to dare with part
of that question tenants issues.
Covers rent strikes, tenants unions and
redevelopment hasses nationwide. Also
a good access section on books and re-
ports in the field.
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There is another level of community
participation in change; the state and
national politics of environmental and
consumer issues. Decisions and changes
at these levels affect us all. A fight won
for the banning of non-returnable bot-
tes or a progressive utility rate restruc-
turing in one state sevves as a model for
ather states. A national decision to de-
lay construction of nuclear power plants
until the waste disposal question is
solved has immediare ramifications for
bometown batrles. The National Con-
ference on Alternative State and Local
Policies (see Community Organizing at
the beginning of this section} 1s an
important resource in these areas. Fere
are some others to epen up the tip of
this very large network.

The Grassroots Primer, James Robert-
son and John Lewallen, cd., 1975,
$7.95 from:

Sierra Club Books

530 Bush Street

San Francisco, CA 94108
Is your marsh about to be paved over?
Want to outlaw non-returnable contain-
s in your area? Here's a book that can
zive you a feel for how to jump into rhc
fray. 19 firsthand exzmples to show you
that individuals and groups redly can
make a substantial difference. as well
15 an excellent how-te guide called
‘Srcps to Power.” Included arc subjects
such as Who's In Charge, Your Constitu-
ey, Allies, Opposition, Elan Vital,
dandling Hearings, Publicity and so on.
[t's the most encouraging and positive
»ook I've seen in a long time. And it's
1good way to get afeel for what's hap-
»ening in this whole area

Not Man Apart, $10/year from:

Friends of the Earth (FOE)

529 Commercia

San Francisco, CA 94111
8i-weekly. This is my unabashed favor-
te source of continuing information an
nvironmental goings-on. Legidative
ipdates (with entries starred for specia
wction needed), book reviews, news
rom different parts of the country, and
Nuclear Blowdown-a regular two-page
ipread of goodies from the nuke fron-
1er. Sometimes it gets depressing to
ead about all the outrageous things the
3ureau of Land Management, the Army
Zorps of Engineers, and the like keep
rying to pull off, but we're winning
:tough battles to keep my optimism

GROUPS

aive. NMA'ssense of humor helps too!
If you don’t have time to do much read-
ing, pick up this one—it’ll keep you busy.

"FOE is an active lobbying and pub-
lishing group-a fine example of effec-
tive action combined with public in-
formation flow. Write them for publica
tions lists and for their chapter nearest
You.

Sierra Club

530 Bush Street

San Francisco, CA 94108
One of the better known of the environ-
mental lobbying groups, Sierra Club is
also one of the largest, with 49 chapters
and 153,004 members. They have five
Washington representatives who lobby
on legidation ranging from wilderness
protection to energy conservation. They
adso undertake environmentat litigation
opposing, for instance, Bodega Bay as a
site for a California nuke and the devel-
opment of a dam for the Grand Canyon.
Lumbermen in the Northwest often
sport bumper stickers saying, “Sierra
Club, kiss my axe,” in honor of recently
won decisions halting logging at the
edges of the Redwoods Park in Califor-
nia and the Boundry Waters Canoe Area
in Minnesota, as well as the prohibition
of cutting of immature timber in West
Virginia's Monongahela National Forest.
Other activities to make their viewpoints
more visible include sponsoring of con-
ferences, films, advertisements and
wilderness wrings. They publish beauti-
ful “picture books” My favoritz is
In Wildness Is the Preservation OF the
World ($4.95)—Eliot Porter and Henry
Thoreau make a powerful combination.

Environment Action Bulletin, $10/year,
biweekly, from:

33 East Minor

Emmaus, PA 18049
Ancther of Rodale’s useful gem, A
good balauce of information and a good
complement to NMA.

Environmental Policy Center
317 Pennsylvania Ave.,, SE.
Washington, DC 20003

These fo'ks arc low-key. hard-working
and effective in lobbying for a wide
variety of energy and environmental
issues. They send out detailed action

alertsto interested citizens to help with
letter-wiring and call-in campaigns.

Public Citizen

P.O. Box 19404

1346 Connecticut Ave., N.W.

Washington, DC 20036
This is Raph Nader's famous “Raiders’
(or infamous, depending on your per-
spective). They arc a powerful lobbying
group with the vauable ability to get
wide press coverage of their efforts
(though not al of it postive). Their
research and lobbying efforts range
from tax reform and health care to
utility rates and airline passenger rights.
They're redly more of a “consumer”
group than “environmental” but | put
them here just to remind you that it's
afl interrelated.

Oregon Environmental Council

2637 SW. Water

Portland, OR 97201
This group is a good model of a state-
wide coalition of environmental groups
and individuas who have hired a lobby-
ing staff to watchdog land use, energy
and the like in the state legislature. They
publish Earthwatch Oregon ($10/year),
a monthly update on issues and legisia-
ron a hand.

Northern Plains Resource Council

Stapleton Building

Billings, MT 59101
The issue of strip mining brought togeth-
er this coalition between normally
“straight” Montana ranchers and “long-
haired” environmentalists. It is one of
the most effective and powerful iocal
lobbying groups going. landowners
and activists who have come to depend
on and respect cach other. There's an
excellent description of them in the
Grassroots Promer. NOI content just 1o
prevent strip mining for cod, they hare
started the Alternative Energy Resources
Organization (AERQO—sce the Energy
section) to prove that aternatives d o
exist.
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For good citizen involvement, participation, or whatever you
want t0 cal it, we feel you need what we'vebeen caling feed-
forward-that it's kind of dishonest to give people input info
a decison-making process if they don't have enough informa-
tion beforehand as a base from where they can make clear
decisions.

Many of the citizen participation systems that have been
developed zre very one-sided, where people are just asked to
comment through various channels, like questionnaires in land
use planning, or newspaper balloting.

Not only do the peopleneed an information base, *‘feed
forward,” it is also important. and something lacking in many
citizen involvement projects, to give the people feedback
about cheir input.

Mapping and Grapbing Comnnenity Potnts of View describes
one possible way to present information gathered during a
community involvement planning process.

The “Access’ project in Santa Barbara outlines a way to

make information availabie toa community which will alow
them to make proper decisions.

Another problem with citizen participation programs is
that they are not what I cal iterative, thar is they den’t have
cycles or leops. They usualy consist of one feedback process,
with no follow-up or further clarification.

P: When we talk, like we are now, we go back and forth;
it is a dialogue, and often it involves “meta-communication,”
like “I don't understand what you said,” or “Could you clarify
that?’ or “Do you mean: ?" These are necessary kinds of
questions that help us see if weare really communicating.
People ina community dialogue have to agree on terms, what
the subject is, what the rext step is, and many complicated
things that demand cycle;, dialogue. back and forth conversa-
tion.

S: So where is dl this citizen participation stuff going?

P: | think it's going in the direction of a large-scae process
that informs people about whattheissues arc in a community,

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

Televote
American Ingtitute for Research
P.O. Box 1113

Palo Alto, CA 94302

The televote system is a way to inform citizens about public
issues, and in return get informed opinions. Relevant facts
and opposing views are sent to al interested citizens; they
then have a week to express their opinions by diading certain
numbers on the telephone, including a specia televote number
which assures that only one vote is counted from each person.
Results arc processed by computer and delivered tc public
officids and rhe media within a day after the televote ends.

Yosemite Planning Team

Golden Geste National Recreation Area

Fort Mason

San Francisco, CA 94123
Here's an example of a federal bureaucracy responding to pub-
lic pressure in a positive way. When the word went out on the
grapevine that a huge new development. including convention
facilities and shopping center, was planned for Yosemite Na-
tional Park, all hell broke loose. Suddenly an advisory commit-
tee was set up and a planning team hired to obtain citizen in-
put on the future of the park. 48 public workshops were at-
tended by 5,600 people and a very detailed questionnaire
including options to un-develop portions of rhe park was sent
outto 59,000 people. 20,700 people responded, and a new
development plan is now in the works. We suggest anyone
interested in citizen involvement in any form write for copies
of the questionnaire and rhc summary. They're excellent
models. Thank you, Department of the Interior! (LdeM)

land Conservation and Development Commission

1175 Court N.E.

Salem, OR 97310
The LCDC has coordinated some of the most extensive citizen
participation programs in the country. They have been viewed
as successful by some, and by others as inadequate. A refer-
endum to do away with LCDC was recently defeated in Ore-
gon. While not having any new technologies to citizen partici-
pation, they've had lots of experience.

Information, Perception and Regional Policy
National Science Foundation
Division of Intergovernmental Science and Public Technology
Technology
Washington, DC 20550
This report summarizes the concept, design and evolution of
the ACCESS (alternative comprehensive community environ-
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in the nation or in the world, and then a way of alowing al-
ternative methods of participation in the decisions about these
issues, and it will hzve to be a process that allows peonle to
step in exactly to the degree that they can or wantt

S But what about in just, say, the next year or so?

P: More token program until people will findly stop par-
ticipating. You'll look in the newspapers and see the possibility
of going to ten different workshops to involve citizens in this
or that, and give up. Once everyone burns out, after no one
wants to attend anymore, the bureaucracies get tired of citizen
participation, in the present state of the art, and the courts
say, but you got to do it, and then it will al go kapoory and
things will change.

The bottom line, though, eventually. is a complete evolu-
tionary leap in how we govern ourselves.

S: | think you've told me before, though, how you don't
ccc that there should be some kind of gigantic centralized
citizen participation process, that the varieties are important.

P: We have got to make a large-scale socid commitment for
allowing, facilitating and supporting diversity. We dill see our-
selves as separate and unable to work together. We need to
recognize our differences so we can se= that we're different
hut not separate.

Like in biological systems which have lots of variety. They
can handle a lot of information flowing through them. But if
you have a rigid system, then amost anything will make a big
difference. If you have a varied. diverse system, then informa-
tion coming in will be considered and handled hy some part of
the system, while other parts. the system as a whole. will go on.

Thisispart of « November 1976 conversation Steve and Rhoda
held with Peter aud Trudy fobuson-Lenz. See the | nform-
tion section for other pieces.

mental study system) project in Santa Barbara. The project
and the report address the problems of making information
about community planning available and understandable to
:the general public. Lots of good “making the city (or system)
‘observable’ idess.

Community Issue Diaogue

Northwest Regional Foundation

P.O. Box 5296

Spokane, WA 99205
NRF has received a large contract from HUD to investigate,
develop and test methods for effective large-scale citizen par-
ticipation. It cals for the first actua use of a baloting pro-
cess developed by EJ]. Corwin, and a version of the Graph-
ing and Mapping Community Pointsof View computer pro-
gram developed by Peter and Trudy Johnson-Lenz.

Participation Systems, Inc.

43 Myrtle Terrace

Winchester, MA 01890
In1962 C. Harrison Stevens used networking techniques to
win an upset election as a selectman in Bedford, Massachusetts
He has published many reports and a book on citizen involve-
ment. information exchange, citizen feedback systems and
networking. They have sheet size summaries of some forms
of citizen involvement and do consulting workshops and car-
ry eut citizen participation projects in New York.

Journal of Cemmuniry Communications

LGC Engineering

1807 Delaware St.

Berkeley, CA 94703
. Still jockeying for its rightful place, unsure of what com-
© munity communications is, but a really important area: the
place of community communication technology (which they
define as many-to-many, eg. computers, vs. the one-to-many,
eg. broadcast media). $1%/year,

“Information and the New Movements for Citizen Participa
tion.” Hazel Henderson, in Annals Of American Academy of
Political and Social Science, March 1974, pp. 34-43.

An important treatment of the role of information in citizen
participation.

“Many citizen leaders realize that all institutional structures
arc, by definition. designed to screen cut any information they
perceive as unwanted or irrelevant so as to better concentrate
on the purposes for which they were organized-hence. their
capacity for selecting, concealing, distorting and impounding
information and the resulting shortcomings of their planning
and goa setting processes.”

MIT Community Dialog Project
Rof. Thomas B. Sheridan
MIT 1-108
Cambridge, MA 02139

This project studies the {acilitation of group meetings using
electronic voting aids and other procedures. Itevaiuates this
technique as a function of the topic, participants and modera-
tor of the group. Also into cable TV citizen participation. 43
pages, from Prof. Sheridan.
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It’s been clear almost from the beginning that something ex-
citing has been going on in rhe People's Republic of China
The increased level of travel there inrecent years has resulted
in a fiurry of reports about what has been accomplished since
1919. Almost al of the material written shows that there is
much we can learmn from their experience: their localized health
care program (barefoot doctors. virtualelimination of VI and
other diseases), their incredible use of simpiified rechnology,
the ethic of serve the people, and their consciousness and self-
rellance.

Yer, | was greatly impressed by atalk by Orville Schellat
Farallones last summer where he expressed his ambivalence
abour histhree months' work expericnice in China last spring.
firsz inaremote farm area and then in a Shanghai factory.

He had gone speaking Chinese and feeling great enthusiasm for
al he had read. He was surprised to find that rhe torai sdf-
lessness of the people nearly drove him up a wall after a time—
they looked atr him askance when he asked for a little time
alone. 1x aso deprcrscd him torealize that the Chinese are
plunging full speed ahead into an industrial society —albeit on
their own terms. He felt rherc was very little of the so-called
“ecological conscicusness™ he had hoped to find. Pollution in
manufacturing centers is as bad as many places in the West
and growing daily worse. People recycle and reuse things be-
cause they cannot afford to waste them. Whrn 1t is important
to have more fertile agricultural land. the river is made to
change its course even if it changes the face of abeactiful
mountain.

His lesson was clear-we can borrow idea, from the Chinese
experience, but we must adapt them to our ownneeds and cul-
ture. It’ll bc some time, | think, before wc know enough to
understand what al this really means for our own struggles
for alternatives to our present way of doing things.

In the meantime; here are some of the books | found most
interesting and helpful in my search for some understanding
of what was going on there.

The China Reader, 3 Volumes, Franz Schurmann and Orville
Schell, Vintage, 1967, 52.95 from:

Random House

201 East 50th

New York, NY 10022
“Imperial China,” “Republican China,” “Communist Chinal”
These books will give you a good overview of Chind's recent
history with a good smattering of political writings and first-
hand accounts.

The Crippled Tree, A Mortal Flower, and Birdless Summer,
Han Suyin, 1972, from:

Panther House Ltd.

P.O. Box 3553

New York, NY 10017
The three-volume autobiography-history from 1885-1948. A
half-Chinese, haf-Belgian woeman growing up in Szechuan
Province. Somehow these books gave me as good a feeling
as anything I read about how it was “before.”

Yo Banfi! Rewi Alley, 1952 , 91.35 from:

New World Press

135 East 44th

New York, NY 10017
When this New Zealander's efforis to organize factory workers
info cooperatives proved too radica (and effective) for the
Kuomintang. hc joined the communist forces, He's still there
today. A good picture Of the terrible oppression of pre-commui-
nist China.
Red Star Over China,Edgar Snow, 1937, $2.95 from:

Grove Press

53 East 11th St.

New York, NY 10003
This is the classic story of Snow’s trips behind Red Army lines
in 1936 wher they were still aband of “upstarts” He was
skeptical when he wentand rhen became very close o them.
His succeeding books, fourieytothe Beginning, The Gther
Side of tie River, Red Chino Taday and The Loug Revolution,
chronicle his continuing friendship with the Chinese, His warm
and loving accounts make al the big names into real people.

China Shakes the World, Jack Belden, 1949, 53.95 from
Monthly Review Press
62 W. 14th St
New York, NY 10011
An American reporter traveling among the peasants and the
Red Army during the war with the Japancse and the continu-
ing struggle against Chiang K’ai-shek’s Kuomintang. Good re-
ports on peasant-efforts.
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Nwge the fighting was over, it was time to turn full efforis to
~« on-going struggle of changing people’s lives—continuing
the real revolution:

Fanshen, William Hinton, Vintage, 1966, $2.95 from:

Random House

201 East 50th

New York, NY 10022
'The best account 1 know of a small village's efforts to “turn
itself over” —dealing with former landlords and spies, dividing
up the land (this bad to be done several times as their percep-
tions of **fairness” changed), and consciousness-raising—ihe
continuous process of teaching each other to be effective
farmers and comrades. Warmly writtent. Although 1 haven’t
read them, 'm sure Hinton's later books, fron Oxer {1971}
and Turning Point in China (about the Cultural Revolution,

1972), are equally perceptive.

-ironers of Liberation, Allyn and Adele Rickert, Anchor
Press. 1973, $2.50 from:

Doubleday

501 Franklin Ave.

. Garden,City, NY 11530

» Two Americans convicted of spying in the period during the

+ Korean War and sentencedro prison. A fascinating account of
the eriticism/self-criticism process hy which they dealt with

: their crime (including their distaste for the Chineseus apeo-
‘ple—even though they had been Chinese language students) and
and their totaly changed attitudes following their release after
four vears. They now work with the AFSC in this country.

Away With All Pests, ]. S. Horn, 1969 $3.75 from:
Monthly Review Press
62 W. 14th St
New York, NY 10011
This is one of my favorites—if you're only wading one China
- book, pick thisone by an English doctor who immigrated
with his family in the '50s. A fine perspective on the process
i of "umanizing health care—one of rhe more successful of the
- effortsto truly serve the people.

Here are some more up-to-date things covering specific topics:

Women and Child Care in China, Ruth Sidct, 1972. $1.25 from:
Penguin Books, Inc.
7110 Ambassador Road
Baltimore, MD 21207

China: Science Walks on Two Legs, Science for the People.
Avon Books, 1974, $1.75 from:

Hearst Corporation

959 Eighth Ave.

New York, NY 10019

Barefoot Dector’s Manua, trandation by U.S. Dept. of Health,
Education and Welfare, $6.95 from:

Cloudburst Press

Mayne Idand, “ON 2J0

BC, Canada

Fire in the Lake, Frances Fitzgerald, 1972, $2.25 from:

Vintage Books

201 East 50th Street

New York, NY 10022
A. book about the cultural interlacing of the traditional Viet-
ramcse, modern Communist and our own American societies
in Vieirnam with very perceprive views of the fundamentally
different base from which three cultures arise, act and affect
their people. Shows that a range of totally different cultural
forms as viable as our own is possible and thatnew and more
destrable forms can be developed.

China Books and Periodicals is the best way to keep up with
current writings. They carry al the books here and many,
many mow, including the writings of Mao and othe.revolu-
tionaries, Chinese language hooks, children’s books, records
and maps. They aso carry materiad on Vietnam and other
Third World liberation struggles-including a number of books
and pamphlets in Spanish. Write rhcem for their extensive

catalogue,
West Coast Center East Coast Center
2929 24th St 125 5th Ave.

San Francisco, CA 94110 New York, NY 10003

Midwest Center
210 W. Madison St
Chicago, IL 60606

Welt. now that you're al fired upto go, tak to the U.S. Chixa’
People's Friendship Association. National Office, 2700
W. 3rd S, L.os Angeles, CA 90057. Find out which of the
many local chapters is nearest you--they put together trips
regularly in addition to sponsoring discussion groups, speakers.
films, ete. They also publish a quarterly magazine that's full off
interesting picturesanda wide variety of articles. It's available
an many, newsstands:
New China
41 Union Square West
New York, NY 106303
$4/yr. ($8 institutions)




RURAL ROOTS

We try to watch for patterns; what is presented in this section
seems to illustrate one: New forms (or old forms in new
clothes) of communication and growth in small towns, villages
and rural routes. The contacts between rural communiiies,
and between city and country, seew to be increasing; problems
traditionally thought of as one or the other’s are being grap-
pled with as shared plights.

Deadwood = Blachly = Five Rivers * Greenleaf «
CICSWEH . Carnas Swale ) Tldewater . Mapleton

About 40 mlles west of Eugene in the Oregon Coast Range
there has been, as in many other rura aress, an influx of new-
comers, in some ways like the old timers and hillbillies. But
then again. not the same.

There was a large wave of people who moved out of the
cities in the late sixties and early seventies. then they were
often greenhorns who lasted only part of a winter, and surely
hy the time they saw the second winter come on, moved back
ro the city or warmer climates.

‘There were others who stayed and row regard themselves
as old timers, sometimes aghast a how rough shod and speedy
new people appesr.

It is often a unique and unstable marriage of cultures. In
Deadwood, a recent meeting of people working at the food
cooperative discussed thr negative feelings some people had
about the way the food co-op was run.

The minutes reflect the cultures and tension: “About 45
families have contributed membership dues to the co-op; the
total population served by rhe Deadwood Post Office consists
of 4C star route boxes and another 70 post office boxes.

“Geography and age were identified as two distinguishing
divisons. Co-op members tend to be younger an- live up the
creek, while non-members tend to be middle-aged or older
and live dong the highway. That i only a generalization. how-
ever, since some middle-aged or aider folks living on the high-
way participate and some younger folks living up the creek do
not.

“Suggestions for possible causes of resentment included:

o Didike for some mannerisms, style of dress, or genera
lifestyle on the part of some younger neighbors.

* Unhappiness with the fact that a VISTA volunteer was
helping the co-op and was recelving some tax money.

*Dislike of any neighborhood organizations.

. The idea that the bulk-buying food section of the co-op
is competing with the Deadwood Store.

. The idea that many of the people who have moved here
over the past few years arc transent and may not stay in thr
neighborhood for a long time.

“Some members at the meeting thought that it is important
1o recognize the strong tradition of individual independence
and sdf-reliance here. Historicaly. neighbors have helped each
other out in time of need, but basicaly have lived wry private
lives and prided themselves on raking care of their own neads.

“It was suggested that newcomers to the neighborhcod
should be very sensitive to this individudism and respect it,
even while co-op members continue to form associations of
mutual benefit.” (Deadwood Ditto. March 22, 1976. p. 1)

The Deadwood Cooperative has dso recently been the re-
cipient of a $25,000 grant to develop wood products on a
small craft/cottage industry level.

Some residents in this coastal area have aso recently
grouped together over what they feel is a crissthe use of
toxic sprays in reforestation. See the Agriculture section for
adiscussinn of Citizens Against Toxic Sprays. (S]}

Swmall Town

P.O. Box 517

Ellensburg, WA 98926
$15 home mrmbcrship, $25 institution-
a and professonad. A small, but useful.
monthly news journal geared toward
rural small towns. Articles on land use,
planning. historic preservation, com-
munity profiles, community health,
family farms and small business. Keeps
track of recent publications and political
goings-on affecting rural communities.
Even the letters are interesting. Should
be in every Chamber of Commerce.
Highly recommended for anyone inter-
ested in a sense of community a a
reasonable scale.

TET 1332

WM. FiNLEY

A REPORT by the census bureau
made public last December said that
from March 1970 to March 1974 an
estimated 5.9 million persons moved out

of metropolitan areas, while 4.1 million
moved in, a net loss of 1.8 million; a-

though some of the rural growth is just
the outer extremes of metropolitan
growth, some is growth of small towns
far away from large cities.




by Craig Mosher

Four hundred kilometers west of Chicago, amidst fertile corn
fields, on the banks of the lowa River, sits lowa City, home of
a growing group of dternative organizations. The University of
lowa adds 21,000 students to the city’s 50.000 population and
provides a secure state payroll for dmost haf the employed
people in town. There aso arc several smal factories and many
farm-oriented businesses here.

Scattered around town and out over the countryside are
many communal living groups. Crafts people and artists pro-
duce wares to be sold a bi-monthly crafts fairs in town.

Severd cooperative day care centers, an aternative elemen-
tary school and a free university meet only a part of the need
for alternative education. The Criss Center provides hotline
service to people in need, with volunteer and United Way sup-
port. A Simple Living group meets weekly. LINK is a monthly-
published listing of things people want To learn and teach.

The lowa Student Public Interest Research Group has been
an effective statewide lobby and organizer for environmental
and political issues. Two consignment shops, Goodwill Indus-
tries and a Free Store, provide free or low-cost used clothing.

A Free Clinic staffed by liberal medica professionads and
students provides free medical care several evenings a week.
HERA, a radical feminist psychotherapy collective, offers
treatment and raises consciousness of the social causes of
emotional illness—particularly sexism. The Emma Goldman
Clinic for Women is a women’'s hedlth collective which pro-
vides sdf-help groups, pregnancy screening, abortions, gyne-
cological services and pre-natal classes. All these services are
offered in a supportive environment so women learn to care
for and control their own bodies as they receive health care.
Educational and political programs operate cut of the Wo-
men's Center at the University, and there is a women's res-
taurant, struggling to maintain ifs women only policy in the
face of City opposition. A women's work crew contracts re-
modeling jobs.

Through the valiant efforts of a citizens advisory commit-
tee, the City Council-which has long been controlled by busi-
ness interests-has allocated substantial federal money to
neighborhood community centers and a Citizens Housing Cen-
ter, which will help low-income folks rehabilitate their own
houses. An active tenants organization helped push these
changes through the council.

The largest alternative organization in lowa City is the New
Pioneer Cooperative Society, which operates a natural food
store, bakery, Stone Soup Restaurant and co-op garage, a
memoria society and a new co-op credit union. New Pioneer
began five years ago as a smdl buying club for people interest-
ed in natura foods. They soon had a store front and grew a
thousand members. The co-op store sells dry goods, herbs,
dairy products, oils, vitamins, a wide variety of books and
periodicals and some cooking equipment. Members who velun-
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feet two hours per month to help in the store get a 20% dis-
count on purchases and six low-paid staff keep the place
operating. The membership is diverse and includes mostly non-
students who live and work in lowa City and the surrounding
countryside.

Upstairs from the New Pioneer food co-op is Blooming
Prairie Warehouse, which supplies many midwestern co-ops.
The warehouse was established about two years ago and has
also grown rapidly as more co-ops have sprung up around the
state. There are over a dozen food co-ops and buying clubs in
lowa, including two which have just started this year. The
warehouse is continually seeking local ssurces of organically
grown food. But some inexperienced local farmers trying to
grow organicaly are very frustrated a the poor quality of
their initia efforts. As the co-ops grow and farmers learn,
an increasing proportion of our food will come from local
Sources.

Craig Mosker is a father and partner, furniture and toy maker,
teacher at the School of Sccial Work (University of lowa), and
chairman of the board of the New Pioneer Co-Op Credit Union.

For more Information (perhaps a sample
copy of their excellent monthly, Co-Op
News) contact:

New Pioneer Cooperative Society

529 South Gilbert

lowa City, 18. 52240

[
The Town That Fought to Save Itself, C i
by Onville Schell with photographs by 1= ")
1ika Hartmann, 1974, 56.95 from: — o
Pantheon Books \ JZS
Random House
201 E. 50th
New York, NY 10022
The story of a small town just north of //// 1
San Francisco struggling with the new/ o.‘t: C‘S’ Y
old questions of growth/tourism, pros- ( —
perity/obscurity. peacefulness/prosperi-
ty. The “longhairs’ get elected to the x
Public Utilities Didtrict and work to \
design a sewage system that won't en-
courage expansion, dances are held, ——
babies are born, barns burn down, ej
highway expansion plans are protested. R
The story unfolds lovingly in a diary "j\
format, giving a sense of the people and
the lives invoived, as well as the political
importance of their struggles. A very
human account by two people who live
there.

‘Most of the resources that relate to this section can be found
in Economics of Scale. Agriculture and Hedth.




SHARING AND GATHERING )

There is a more or less mathematically correct folk wisdom
that nine people working together can lift as much as ten peo-
ple individually. When you get more our of a whole than you
can get from al of its parts. some people call it synergy,
others call it common sense.

In The Pursuit Of Loneliness. Philip Slater talks about
Americans desire to be isolated. or alone, not as harmits, but
isolated from the challenge and ambiguity of having interaction
with people outside of a chosen few relatives and friends.

The exact cents of aii cconomic exchange alows us distance.
We don't have toget along. orbe curious about other people’s
problems, points of view and world. I've noticed over the years
that whenever my earnings increase, so increases the number
of things | decide, or am compelled (because of lack of time)
to pay far. rather than make. do mysdlf. or exchange with
“then

Whenmoney was short. and non-existent, during the
1930s depression, hundreds of swapping and bartering ex-
changes sprang up.

* The Ohio plan was a program of the Federal Reief Ad-
ministration which was a federation of manufacturing facilities
runmostly by the unemployed. A large catalog was printed,
similar to a Scars Catalog. of goods produced by the federa-
tien of manufacturing plants. The difference being that you
could not purchase the illustrated goods with money, but
paid for the goods with time by working in one of the facilities
ro produce other goods. In one year the factories produced
aver $100 million worth of goods.

* Thr Midwest Exchange operated for severa years at An-
tioch College and was a fascinating merging of cducarion and
industry. The students worked their ways through college

- (dtill an integral part of an Antioch cducarion) by working in
one of several industries based on campus, like printing, art
 bronze and laboratory research facilities. The goods produced
 weir not very marketable during the Depression, so the college
set up the Midwest Exchange. A typica exchange wz¢ a ded

between the college and an exchange member Who ran a nur-
sery and dairy. To the college he delivercd eggs, butter, milk
and nursery stock; in return hc accepted the iabor of Antioch
students, printing. and the tuition of his daughter at the
college.

* The Society of Independent Artists had several grand ex-
changes in New York. Paintings. for example, were given a
number,, and each person with a scrvice to barter for a paint-
ing wasindicated by a symbol-a blue heart for a doctor,
sitver star for artorney, and so on. By dl descriptions, the
events were somewhere between flea markers. art galleries and
scavenger hunts.

Many skill and service exchanges have arisen in the last
three to four years as a responseto inflation and the energy
crisis. On a large scae. the International Federation of Trad-
ers, who deal in hugr quantities of goods {like $1 million
worth of computer parts for like amount of aute parts), has
shown a definite increase in recent years. On the community
scale a wide assortment Of services have come into being,
like service exchanges, skill banks and bartering co-“ps.

They are noteasy running, w&oiled services. Often the
initid efforts are failures because they are volunteer based and
lack month-by-month cohesion. hut especially they run into
difficulties because our sharing skills arc rusty. We arc not
used to the degree of personal interactiorind the informality
of transactions.

There are many variations on the theme of Kill or service
exchange, What works one place and time may not work
equatly well elsawhere. For example. maybe just encouraging
flea markets or growers markets is a way of encouraging ex-
change, or maybe a tool lending library would he just the right
method. Community gardens and food buying clubs are yet
another way of getting the sharing flow started.

Always first find out what the native way is. There are
probably many specific loca reasons why sharing and bartering
has or has not taken place.

- Fairs and Festivals

May and Christmas in both Portiand 7
and Eugene, 200-plus vendors display

Fairs and fetivals are effective ways of
breaking down “ut usua forms of enter-
tainment, which se often are focuses on
the performances of persens on a stage.
in a fidd or on the air. In the Northwest
there were at least haf a dozen “Life-
style” fairs in about a six-week period
recently, and that number is probably
not too far off the national average.
Many communities now have annual
Renaissance or craft fairs which arc
generally joyous. fun occasions.

Northwest Washington Barter Fair
Rural Resources and Information and
other groups in northwest Washington
have sponsored an annual barter fair
where people can trade goods. swap
stories, exchange information, buy
crafts and compare notes on firewood
and how cold it's going to get. Over
3,000 people attended the last one.

Saturday Markets
Every Saturday, rain or shine, between

their homemade or home-grown pro-
ducts. The markets have become much
more than just exciting places to shop;
they have become gathering/meeting
places for people. And the craftspeople
themse. res meet each other and begin a
process of mutual aid.

For a good booklet on howto put
one together, send $2.00 to

Saturday Marker

P.O. Box 427

Eugene, OR 97402

Help! For the Small Museum, Arminta
Neal, 1969, $9.95 from:

Pruett Publishing Co.

323 5 Prairie Ave.

Box 1560

Boulder, CO 80302
The only example | could find of a book
dealing with the variety of exhibitand
display methods.It is oriented towards
the museum world, but does have good
ideas and a glossary of manufacturers of
exhibit-related goods.




Community meetings bave served the
function of building federations or
coalitions of groups who can benefit
from closer ties with eack other. For
lobbying efforrs, resource sharing, im-
plementation plans, or just by facili-
tating a vicher, cross-disciplined ap-

Eugene Sustaining Fund and
Community Meeting

Box 340

Eugene, OR 97401
In 1973 some Eugenie organizations got
together in a series of general meetings
to discuss possible avenues of supporting

‘75 Sense, TV Town Half

from: Coos County TV

Box 641

Bandon, OR 97411
The Educational Coordinating Council
and Southwestern Oregon Community
College helped support this successful

proach to probiems. one another. Out of these meetings
i came the sustaining fund idea. Now

town hall meeting via relevision. Write
for final report.

Town Meeting over 50 groups ranging from the home
These have become popular recently, fried truck sroptc our federal credit
probably in part due to the Bicentennizl — union participate by a volunteer fax
activities. Programs like Alternative for system. The money accumulated is dis-
Washingron, Syncon, Feedback (Troy, persed by the members tanot-for-

NY), and lowa 2000 have promoted the  profit, democratically-run organizations.
use of town hall meetings, often using Write for derails (send self-addressed. 2
new communications technology. stamped envelopce). 2
They've been an integral part of many i
New England towns as long as anyone
can remember. Sce also the Citizen
Parnicipation section. {page 59)

Salons
You might just cal it a hunker down
out in the hills. but asalen, as they've
existed since around the Renaissance,
isvstensibly an agendarless gathering
for the sake of conversation. It's the
idea. You don't hawe to call it a sdon.
Bringing together people, for example,
who haven't mct, but maybe know of
vach other. or each other’s work, has

. few immediate or measurable results. l
But in the long run (and it's fascinating
to watch), something inevitably hap- |
pens. Take a look at “Salons and Their .I

o~

Keepers” by Stephanie Mills in the
Summer 1974 Co-Ewolution Quarterly
(P.O. Box 428, Sausalito, CA 94965).

Due in large part to monies available
through the Law Enforcement Assis-
tance Administration (I.LEAA), there
has been a growth of policing programs
directed at mobilizing {softly in most
canes) and educating the public about
their role in crime prevention.

Block clubs, block parties, security
procedures (like engraving goods with
drivers license numbers), and mobile
patrols exist in many neighborhoods.
In Oakland aone there are some 900
crime prevention block associations.

These programs have their obvious
dangers and difficulties. like overzealous
block captains seizing power, or people
reporting anything unusual, reporting
on the weird, unnormal, eccentric be-
havior of innocent people.

These crime prevention programs in
some way do parallel developments in
preventative medicinr. They emphasize
an underlying cause for crime, rather
than punishment after the incident.

A result of the rapid growth of urban
areas and communication and transpor-

CRIME PREVENTION tation patterns that allow us to cohabit
with a world of friends that are not our’
neighbors is an anonymity that makes
it easier to commit.

idon't think the emphasis even neecl
be on crime prevention, though it's
casy to gather people around that issue:
for such programs to work. Many peop le
don't feel they have the time or inclina -
tion to get to know their neighbors,
and minimal and specific mechanisms
like block parties, block clubs. may a-
low us the freedom still to choose who
we want to relae to, while giving us a
sense Of security and comfort that our
neighborhood, and nor just our house.
is out home.

Citizen Involvement in Crime Preven-
tion, George J. Washnix, $14.50 from:
Lexington Rooks
125 Spring Street
Lexington, MA 02173
A good recent study done by the Cen-
ter for Governmental Studies.

mtnns”
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PEOPLE TO PEOPLE INDEXES

By 1974 or so ! had figured out that.
like nuclear energy had become a kind
of Viethnam war issue, so mestings,
conferences and workshops had taken
the place of demonstrations.

Conferencesall around the country
have produced catalogs/directories to
the participants, including informarion
about interests, needs, resources and
philcsophy. The conferences have in-
cluded such things as the Evanston, llli-
nois, conferenee on learning exchanges
in 1973; Bend in the River,an Oregon
rown hall meeting; the Northwest Al-
ternative Agriculture Canference, held
in Ellensburg, Washington, in 1974
and spawning another dozen more local
conferences; and a potpourri gathering
of artists and everybody, called Quick
City. held in Cdifornia in 1972.

The directories serve as @ minimum
effort, spontaneous nerwork builder.
ectablishing links between peopie with
hardly any centralized coordination.

Performing Arts Index. 1976, 50¢ from:

Contact Center
1005 N.W. 16th
Portland, OR 97210

First there was the Performing Arts
Marathon, where people from around
“this area were drawn together, stretch-
sing the defiition of “performance,”
and they danced, sang, talked, puppet-

cd, laughed-and then they puttogeth-
er adirectory of those performers and
many more, dong with loads of infor-
mation useful for performing, for get-
ting the word out, where to perform,
legal and funding assistance-and then
they put it al together. Has anyone
heard of other such direcrories? $2

Montana Alternative Agriculture
Conference

c/o Jim Baerg

Box 1311

Missoula, MT 59801
Conference catalogs take another step
forward. This one includes bibliogra-
phies, resource lists and other useful
tidbits, turning the people to peopie
concept into a handbook.

The Leap Vear Papers, 1976,
$1.95 from:

Cascadian Regionai Library (CAREL)

P.O. Bow 1492

Eugene, OR 97401
The Leap Year Confcrence was a very
high gathering of people in the North-
west (it turned out that people in lowa
were mecting at the same time
where else?). We met origina'ly to form
afederation, but it wasn't rime. But it
was geod to know we were al doing
good things in different corners of the
region. This is an excellent and well
put together report. including a mam-
moth mailing list (more than just peo-
ple there) available on sticky labels for
$4. Read about the crystallizing process

of a network andthe how-tos of put-
ting together a conference. Also avail
able is a $0-minute recording of the

find general summary meeting.

*The Goodfellow Catalogue of Wonder

ful Things (see Directories and Cata-
logues) and The Farms of Puget Sound
(see Agriculture) are fine, fine exam-
ples of ways to connect pcople up
with one another, in these cases erafts-
pcople and farm producers, respecrive-
Ty,

Tool Lending Libraries

ii would cost an individual around
$5,000 to set up atool bank the size

of the one that exists at the Home Re-
source Center in Portland. Libraries
(book ones) were set up when it became
evident that individuas could notafford
to buy al the books they might need or
want, and because the one-time use of
many books hardly secemed worth the
expenditure. It is aso true with tools-
there arc many useful tools which may
only be used on occasion or once or
twice in alifetime.

Oregon Historical Society
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There has afso been a growth of organi-
wations that assist in the coordination

of volunteer assistance. I'm still not sure
how a parallel growth in unemployment
fits inte the picture, but many organiza-
:tions in this country, especially small
non-profit ones, are dependent on volun-
teers.

Irternational Voluntary Services
1555 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
These people assign “volunteers’ (who
receive $80-$150/month plus al ex-
penses and travel} on multinational
teams in other countries. They need
people with degrees and experience in
the areas of agriculture. engineering,
hedlth services, small business develop-
ment and other technical fields.

Alternatives for a Statewide Technical
Skills Resource Bank for North Carolina,
from:

Office of Citizen Participation

401 N. Wilmington St

Raleign, NC 27601
The North Carolina office seemsztobe
one Of the most effective and far-reach-
ing of the many regiona volunteer co-
ordinating bodies.

Volunteers in Technical Assistance
(VITA)

3706 Rhode Island Ave.

Mt. Rainier, MD 20822
Provides professional and technical
assistance to groups and individuals
working tosolve community prob-
lems, mostly in foreign countries.
Volunteers arc al over the U.S. and
pravide help in the development of
appropriate technologies by mail.
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Independent Foundation

1028 Connecticut Ave., N.W.

Suite 618

Washington. DC 20036
A coordinating group for aumni (as
rhry callthem) of Peace Corps and
VISTA. IF is now in the process of
implementing a naionwide skill bank
of volunteers starting from this base.
There is aso a new placement scrvice
for environmentaliy-related jobs over-
scas sponsored by the Peace Corps
through the Smithsonian Institute
(/o Dept.L-1, Washington. DC 20560, .

Everything for Everybody

406 West 13th

New York, NY 10014
A personal service bureau with severa
community centers and a food co-op in
New York City. Members benefit by
being members of the food co-op, free
use of anexchange and barter news-
paper. accessto a clothing exchange and
bartermare, and participation in a small
free school. If costs $5/month: $15 for
6 months. $75 for vneyear and $100
for aliferime.

Briarpatch Network

330 Ellis St

San Francisco, CA 94102
Created in 1974, the Briarpatch Net-
work consists of over ahundred individ-
uals and small businesses thathave
formed a federation in order to susiain
and foster aspirit of cooperative busi-
ness ventures. They share resources and
resource persons (includinga floating
accountant, business manager), and
plan to compite a directory to members
including their skills and offerings. Send
51 for a copy of their soft and useful
magazine.

! TALENT POOLS
" SKILL BANKS 72

City Volunteer Corps
City of Los Angeles, City Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90012
In 1975,the program placed 25.000
hours of volunteer time, representing
about $110,000 in equivalent man/
woman hours. They use acomputer
program which is now bring further
developed by the Independent Foun-
dation.

Community Skills Bank

41 Third St

Ashland, OR 97520
The bank, now operating with over 300
active members. is coordinated by a
Vista volunteer. Cathy Ging. As well as
serving as an exchange of services and
goods, the bank aso maintains a com-
munity organization directory and a
“community memory,” the name given
for a kind of member-written part of
the earth catalog. how-to information
is written up in a series of looseleaf
hooks by people just wanting torteli
others about a good hook. usetul warn-
ing, tip on a good product, or an ans-
wer to someone’s question, also regis-
rered in the “community memory.”

Home Resource Center/Service
Exchange

3534 SEE. Main

Portland, OR 97214
The Home Resource Center is an -
teresting model for a comprehensive
neighborhood self help center. Aswell
as adelegate Community Services Ad-
ministration office, the center maintains
atool lending library and the Service
Exchange. where more than 1,000 peo-
ple are actively involved in exchanging
goods for services and services for
Services,




In Deschooling Society. lvanillich
(1972. $1.25. Harper & Row) proposes
amodel which could replace schools
te caled it the iearning weh, a nerwark
of peopleand information where learn-
ing could rake place:

“Someone who wants o learn knows
that he needs both information and
critical response to its use from some-
oneelse. Information can be stored in
things and in persons. In a2 good educa-
tional system access to things ought to
be avalable atthe sole bidding of the
learner, while access to informants re-

quires, in addition, others’ consent.

Criticism can aso come from two direc-
tions: from peers or from elders; that is,
from fellow learners whose immediate
interests match mine, or from those who
will grant me a share in their superior
experience. Peers can be colleagues with
whom to raise a question, companions

- for playful and enjoyable (or arduous)
reading or walking, chalengers at any
type of game. Elders can be consultants
on which skill to learn, which method
to use, what company to seek at a given
moment. They can be guides to the
right questions to be raised among peers
and to the deficiency of the answers
they arrive at. Most of these resources
are plentiful. We must conceive of
new relationa structures which are
deliberately set up to facilitate access
to these resources for the use of any-
body who is motivated to seek them
for his education.”

There have been many attempts (at
least 75-100)toset up such learning
webs, sometimes called learning ex-
changes.

People Index
Ft. Vancouver Regional Library
1007 East Mill Plain Blvd.
Vancouver. WA 98663
One of the longest running people in-
dexes in the country. There are over
800 people who have filled out a card
describing their interests and skills. The
cards are filed like book catalog cards
and indexed using the same classifica-
tion system as the rest of the library.
They have a good 4-5 page summary of
how it works.

The Learning Exchange
P.O. Box 920
Evanston, IL 60204

Chicago area residents can find reachers.
turors, discussion groups. students,
speakers and action projects to share
their information and talents through
The Learning Exchange. There are more
than 2,500 listings in topics ranging
from applique to Virginia Woolf, and in
four years more rhan 20,000 people of
al ages and skill levels have been con-
nected up. About half the people charge
for their service, others barter or volun-
teer. Listing and inquiries are free. but
a $15 membership means a helpful cata-
logue, a specid phone line and a news-
letter. It sounds almost too good to be
true, but it seemsto be working and. I'm
sure, filling a huge gap in many people’'s
lives.

Community Memory: A Public fnfor-
mation Network, Ken Colstad, Efrem
Lipkin, from:

Loving Grace Cybernetics

1609 Virginia St.

Berkeley, CA 94703
A short summary of the history of rhe
Community Memory project in the San
Francisco Bay Area For severd years
Resource One housed an XDS-940
timesharing computer. The compurter,
which aso had terminals in Berkeley
and Palo Alto, served for some time as
a community bulletin board. on-line
social service directory, and generaly a
public service computer center.

Anyone wanting to know the status
of the project, and future plans (as well
as reading a very interesting newdetter),
should send $1 plus postage for a copy
of the Journal Of Comtsmunity Com-
munications, 1807 Delaware St., Berke-
ley. CA 94703.

HELP

284 1llinois Union

University of Illinois

Urbana, IL
An example of a large, university-based
and computer-maintained learning ex-

change among students and faculties. It
is severa inches thick and contains the
academic and other interests of several
thousand people.

A Register of Faculty Professional
Interests at the University of Oregon,
from:

Office of Scientific & Scholarly

Research

University of Oregon

Eugene, OR 97403
An example of a published directory
to, mostly, academic and scholarly in-
terests among faculty mrmbcers. De-
signed to create increased flow of ideas
between departments.

Neighborhood Information System

¢/o Oregon Museum of Science &

Industry

4015 SW. Canyon Road

Portland, OR 97221
Peter and Trudy Johnson-Lenz have de-
veloped several community computer
programs as part of a joint project with
OMSI. The Neighborhood Information
System is a program developed for a
neighborhood association in Lake Qs-
wego, to assist them with the analysis
of information collected for input into
the general Lake Oswego comprehensive
lan.
P The system was developed using APL
(an applied language) computer. A sg
nificant advantage of APL is the rela-
tive ease in which a program can be
written, thus saving expense. The pro-
gram can be used to compile resident
directories, kill and service exchange,
surveys, resource inventories and mailing
lists.

Free University Network

615 Fairchild Terrace

Manhattan. KS 66502
A coalition of over 200 free universities.
Very often a free university either is,
or helps operate. a learning exchange.
They are a good resource for learning.
The network publishes a newdetter and
directory.




There arc many uses of the word network these days, and if
our experienced Washington, DC, groupies arc correct, in the
next one to wwe years networks and networking arc going to
he what people are talking about.

Socia scientistsare talking about forma and informal net-
works as a way of describing the ways peopleinteract and
communicate; while brain scientists are increasingly using net-
work as a metaphor (and physica actuality) for the mind,
while mathematicians work on theories rhatallowoneto
predict the consequences of various changes and adjustments
in anetwork; and meanwhile librarians continue to work on
“nerworking’ library resources, setting up cross reference
and access systems for different libraries.

There iSsome way we use networks arcund RAIN which
borrows from all the other uses. bur is predominantly a pat-
tern Of communication by which we shifr through informa-
tonte find theright Srs, and through surface realitiesto find
underlying patterns.

Networks of people have a common language, even apri-
vate language. You know you arc in the middle of a network
when (1} it feds like everybody knows everybody dse (es-
pecialy weird and nice when great legps of time and geography
exist between people), (2) when everything is related to every-
thing else, (3) when there arc an equal number of people that
you know s thereare people you know about, pcoplc that
you know so weil yourefer to them in conversations like old
familiar sweaters, (4) when you find cutabout things before

you see them in print, (5) when you know, by some kind of
double time mental calculations—within minutes. whether or
not someone is part of your network, karass or karma

* There is a new genus of people, inforrnation networkers,
who delight in finding the right piece of information for a per-
son that enables him 1” move adirection of thought or a
course of action.

* Conferences, meetings and workshops have created net-
works or tribes of pcoplc withcommon ground, or reasons to
know each other. Conferences like Bend in the River, an Qre-
gon state-wide media rcferendum organized by Ken Kesey,
Brian Livingston and others, and the Alternative Agriculture
Confcrence (November 1974, Ellensburg, Washington), have
created coalitions. networks and friendships, with effects as
quiet and fundamental as winter shadows. The Toward Tomor-
row Fair in Amherst, Massachusetts, and Habitat Forum in
Vancouver, B.C., both in suramer of 1976, did it too.

*  Sdf-conscious network groups have been formed, like
Comnet in Sedttle, the Network Proi=ct in Maryland, Rural
Resources and Information in centrai Washingron, Openings
Network in Denver,the Movement for a New Society in
Philadelphia, and whatever name Wcs Thomas appears under
(Communication Technology, 21st Century Media, Synergy
Access).

* Magazines. catalogs, People's Yellow Pages, and newsletters,
inviting participation and ¢oeoperation from readers, forming
in the process acooperative information sharing network. e.g.
regional newsletters like LION, Smallbolder, Tilth, Alternative
Sources of Energy, Planet Drum and RAIN.

* Couriers and troubadours roam rhc country picking up and
dropping off information like birds out of unconscious con-
sideration carry the seeds of plants. Carried to arefined art
by peopielike Dana Space Achicy, with his multi-media pre-
sentations of his travels, and Rzinbow Flute walking around
with his regionally written journal

MAKING CONNECTIONS

When | came back into Portland in 1971 after living in the
drippy bluegreen Douglas fir covered Cascade foothills, ix
order to actualize a fawtasy I'd been having about a technolo-
gical greenbouse and information center, I Kept running into
people who told me | should talk to Jack Eyerly. 1 even ran
into someone else who bad also been told be should talk to
him.

I bad been reading the Morning of the Magicians, and my
first meeting with Jack was colored with a sense of meeting a
400-year-old elf and magician. The basement be and Polly
lived in at the time, banging on a cliff overlooking Portiand,
was filled with files and papers, memorabilia and strangs
unexplained still lifes.

Sometimes Jack talks so slow that while you're waiting for
him to say the next thing, which you hope will tie up the
precious ten mrnutes, be somehow manages to squeeze a whole
other thought into a word that seems to come ozt of a chair
or one of the wuny cats in the house.

Bur who knows? Jack is different to different people. He
sometimes see¢ms 1o talk through you, riding a ridge between
just reinforcing what be thinks you want to bear and saying it
insuch a way that it feels like a yoga position that is slightly
stretching tbe ends of your present idea tension.

Referring people to Jack is an unpredictable experience. To
Jack there is a reason why a contact is made, everything fits
in somehow. and the person who makes contact, maybe by
calling on the phone, may be put on a train that picks #p new
cars at every crossing until your question looks like a dog dis-
appearing over a faraway sunset-lit bill.

Rbodaand I talked with Jack in November. The following
is a partial transcription of that cenrversation.

To me rhc people who have carried networking-whatever that
is, cooperative information exchange, rura brain, whatever—
into an art form arc chc correspondence artists, and the high-
est cooperative artist | know lives in Portland. He doesn’t
have a name; he has about fen, and no one knows his rea one.

One of his names is Mr. and Mrs. Blassner. Anorher is the
Nome Twins and Dr. Al Zimmerman. He maintains dl these
personalities, and writes for occult magazines, carrying on
correspondences with himself in the letters to the editor. He
also maintains a personality as a research ingtitute in correspon-
dence with some maor European research facilities. And it's
al pure invention, thought; networking around the world
with al these identities, through al kinds of specia worlds.
with their own languages and events.
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He acts as an intermediary crossing point for a lot of dif-
ferent people in given fields of interest, and he sometimes
folds one of these fields over on another.

From my perception, there’s nothing different between
what he does and what you (RAIN, Steve, Rhoda) do. even
though you're supposedly responding to things that are more
real-place, history, services, the tutility of people running
around because they don't know where things are, and getting
themselves into al kinds of really tragic situations.

| think he's an extreme case, butit’s very entertaining. It's
a delight hc exists. He jolts me | like people who make
my thinking change, who wake me up to different rclaticn-
ships.

5
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| guess if | wanted to carry further the art of being a com-
municator, Of connector, in the sense of facilitating communi-
cation between myself and the world, and others, and others
and the world, and others with others, and al of that, it would
be more interesting to move info non-verbal areas.

Written Listory leaves out the thing most important about
how we perceive things. Dance and ritua. When you (Steve)
talk about your difficuity in your new house, finding the right
seat, where to put your cup of coffee-it may have to do with
the way you sit, not the chair or table.

The moment the catalog (this one) is published it’s a his-
torical document as opposed to being a life connector to cur-
rent information. So much so that | think of it as an art form.
It does more in what it communicates about how things are
related to other things than actudly giving life information.
It's aview or a map from a point of view.

| know it's my sense of love and trust for the people in a
network. | know trust and love are shitty things to deal with
and | fed it intensely. | don't have the form for it yet, but i
feel connected with others around the world al the time,

There was a very dramatic time in my life when it was
maddening to live in such a small world where you only talked
about certain things, and your survival is dependent on certain
relations. And the pleasure goes out. So | turned mysclf loose.
| wasn’t going to seek out any museums (Jack was then a
museumn director). 1 salvaged food and dl that. 1 wanted to
remove myself from that milieu. The people around me, rein-
forcing themselves. It was keeping me from thinking. Butl
found | couldn't remove myself. 1 would go into a drive-in
with hotrods and till meet someone from that group. and I
was even fascinated by the encounter. After that I began to
rdax. | redlized it was my affections, caring about certain
things was a force, and other people’s caring was a force, and

| drew rhesc forces to me and enhanced what ice normally
cdl chance. All the clues that me don’'t have language for we
pick up on even if we're conscioudy trying to avoid it.

| sometimes fee that what I'm trying to do is exert some
kind of pressure, trying to make some situation work, and I
couldn’t articulate it until | ran into rhis waterwitch, areally
good oae who can find anything, not just water. His wife had
died, and | asked him what he was doing now, and be said he
was putting al hir energy into making the world berter, |
gtarted thinking about this old man sitting out there thinking
about the worid.I think that's what I'm doing when | make
connections for people.

I know the first time | saw a person whose life was dedi-
cated to one thing. e was living in a trailler house, living an
austere |ife. | couldn’'t figure out why I was fascinated by him.
His whole life had to do with mode airplanes.

| saw that it was possible to focus, while al the otter op-
tions around me looked like holding patterns. One of the
things this person had done was create his own job; others
were just doing other people’'s work.

He wasn't wholly supporting himself-that was important
rome. He was on some kind of workman's compensation.
That fascinated me—that he was “sick,” or disabled. and that
alowed him to he more whole.

I knew | wasn't “whole” | wasn't a great athlete, for ex-
ample. with all the options in the world there are some 1I'd
never be. Too short how do you find a place in the world—
noi just to take a job, but a way to nourish your specia flower.

I found that if | accepted the idea that | was disabled, that
| lacked al kinds of things that would help me fit in, than |
was better off.

I'm constantly in the position of a counselor, m:rely re-
inforcing my respect and love and excitement in people just
being themsclves, as opposed to being something they aren't,
including being themselves and being o irrational that they
want rotry to be something they are not.

There are times, and there are parts of us that don't work
well. | think it is important to get past that and reinforce the
part that does work. The function of al these directories, and
lists, and counseling, and being there on the phone, and
offering something; it scems that just offering hope and an
example is enough.

The first time | redlized that a common role in life was a
counselor was when | was a kid. The famous juvenile delin-
quent in grade school discovered his god in asocial worker.
someonce who would listen to him tak. and he would do the
same rome then because | too would listen. | redlize though
that he was just hiding his time.He wasn't getting anything out
of the content | exchanged.

There's a great relation between growth and healing. The
laying on of hands, giving people comfort and growth, dis-
covery, freshness, and the curiosity that works and engages
probiems and actually perceives things, rather than this kind
of pattern where people reinforce the thing that will at least
sustain them—where they get involved in an activity like going
ro atavernto bide time so they won't have to confront the
possibility of failure or joy.

It seems to me there is essentially something healthy about
any organism, and there€'s iots around it and within it that are
unhealchy; things that can kill it, that stop if from being that
organism. If you perceive the essentia sdf in yourself and
others, then that is what you reinforce, and it doesn't havc to
do with measuring the quality or quantity, or whether it's big
or small. We have to be more accommodating to what is ai-
ready there.




Encyclopedia of Associations

Gde Research Co.

Book Tower

Detroit, Mi. 48226
What on Earth are we doing? lL.ooking
through the 14,000 entries is a sound
lesson in groupinglcommunity and net-
works. Daughters of the King, National
Jogging Assoc., Better Light, Better
Sight Bureau, Grinding Whee! Ingtitute.
Wood Tank Assoc., Purple Plum Assoc.,
Society of Flavor Chemists, Titanic
Enthusiasts of America not sure
what al filters they use, but itis a
large information base; useful for lo-
cating interest and information as well
as a metaphysical wonder. vo:}-usts
$55, Vol. 2, Geographic and Executive
Index, is $38, and the quarter!v suppie-
ment is $48. Most libraries have copies.

Social Networks, JA. Barnes, 1972,
$1.25 from:

Cummings Publishing Co.

2727 Sandhill Road

Menlo Park, CA 94025
A good introduction to reiwor ‘.ries
in the socia sciences.

Smallholder, $4/year, monthly. from:
General Delivery
Argenta, BC, Canada

One of the best examples of 1 two-way
information exchange network news-
letter. Just people sharing what they
are learning while farming and traveling
through seasons.

Synchronicity, C.G. jung, 1960, $2.45
from:

Princeton Un:ersity Press

41 William Street

Princeton, NJ 08540
Synchronicity is the meaningful coin-
cidence of two or more events where
something other than the probabilitv of
chance is involved.

1977 Meeting on Networks

c¢/o Christian De Laet

Concordia University

Montreal, Quebec, Canada H4B1R6
This looks like1t’s going to be the water
shed event for networks/networking.
The godl is to bring together the net-
work theoreticians with the “practi-
tioners.” The conference proposal itself
is a very useful document about net-
works, and | imagine when the pro-
ceedings are published they will serve
as a good overview on networks.

Cascadiar: Regional Library (CAREL)

P.O. Bcx 1492

Eugene, OR 97401
Cascadian Regional Library wasiormed
in the spring cf 1976 by Brian Living-
ston and iarshail Landmar: and others
during the time they were crganizing an
annual Northwest-wide, small-scale, al-
ternative communications conference.
The goas of the library include main-
taining keysorted lists of alternative
groups and individuzals, sponsoring of
conferences, publications of directories
and support of regional couriers to coo-
nect urban and rural centers. Send 51
for Compu-scri indexing manual and a
list of publications, including the Leap
VYear Papers-see Sharing and Gathering.

“A Coasmunications Network for
Change in Higher Education” in On
Learning and Social Change, Michael
Rossinaa, 1972, $10 from:

Random House

201 East 50th

New York, NY 10022
A gocd summary of that amazing group
of network. developed around science

fiction and faniasy magazines and books.

The Morning of the Magicians, Louis
Pauwcls, Jacques Bergier, 1968, $1.25
from:

Avon Books

959 Eighth Ave.

New York, NY 10919
Pauwelsand Bergier weave an amazing
overview of the history of ideas, finding
many missing pictures from the usus
historica! records, and a good dea of
their version of the world is based, as
thev say. on intelligcnee being a kind
of secret society.

Denver Open Network

762 Lafayette

Denver, CO 80218
The network is a fairly recent example
of a loose codlition that shares in loose
fashion, with minimum overseeing and
centralizing of functions. They publish
a newsy newsetter about things going
on in the network and in Denver.

*Sce the Agriculture section for severa
pages on Food Distribution Network-
ing. And see the Appropriate Technolo-
gy section for details on that growing
network.

Movement for a New Society

4722 Badtimore Ave.

Philadelphia, PA 19143
A network of over two dozen groups
around the country seeking a decen-
tralized movement for non-violent
revolution. With a foundation in the
work of the American Friends Service
Committee, these groups were formed
several years agu, and represent one of
the most evolved forms of tribes of in-
dividuas sharing resources and goas. A
theoretical guide to their works can be
found in Working Papers for a New So-
ciety, $10/year from 123 Mt. Auburn
St., Cambridge, MA 02138.

Yearbook of World Problems and
Human Potential, Union of Internation-
a Associations (and) Mankind 2,000,
$65 from:

1 Rue Aux Laines

1000 Brussels, Belgium
1.000 pages. This is a phenomena work.
It is the first comprehensive attempt
(real time and not just abstract and the-
crerical) to match up world problems
with groups who say they are atternpt-
ing ro soive them. It is a difficult index-
ing iob to produce and make visble
such a complex situation (1 mean ail
the world problems and al the inter.
natiynal groups), and there are articles
in the text suggesting ways out, point-
ing to a new visual way of conceiving of
such networks.

The Harmony of Interaction, Anthony
Judge, from:

Union of International Associations

1 Rue Aux Laines

1,000 Brussels, Belgium
This is one of the clearest explanations
of networking on a globa scale. An-
thony Judge is one of the primary per-
sons responsikie for the Yearbook of
World Problewms and Human Potential.
He is one of the few persons addressing
the problem of how to make networks
visble by uses of new mapping and
graphing techniques.

“Detailed maps of networks should be
as readily availableas loca road maps.
People should be able to obtain prob-
lem atlases and problem globes.”

“Iwouid like to suggest that we are
=t the same stage in our problem map-
ping ability as we were in the Middle
Ages with respect to mapping the
physical characteristics of the surface
of the earth.”




In the beginning was information, com-
municated to the one great nobody,
about nothing, untll Wiggle and Mcss
landed in the middle of nowhere and
calied it semething, and disagreed
about how to name it

An assumption behind this catalog
1s the primariness of infermation. 1t is
prior to the food to cat or energy and
rechnology to improve the quality of
our lives. 1t s invisible until you let
yoursclf pretend it is evervthing.

Information and communications

are often looked upon as a process, or
means toward an end, and some of us
who treat information and communi-
cations as a goal in wself are guilty of
just ralking.

This section and community build-
ing. treat mformation and communi-
catiens as an end itself. [t is:

* gerong the right information to the
right persons ar the right ume
# about comcidences and synchronict-

(3N

* about how to Keep track of people

*

and ideas {and not suffer informa-
tion averload)

about the flow of ideas into actions
about: how many times have you
asked vourself, “now why didn’t 1
know about this before?”

of the mysterious way things work
and don't work

finding each other

the lighted corridors between disci-
plines where the history of ideas
evolves

fricndships and coalitions

Oregon Historical Society
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“Everything is there: the minute history of the future. the
autobiographies of the archangels, the faithful catalogue of the
library, thousands and thousands of false catalogues,a dem-
onstration of the falacy of the true catalogue, the Gnostic
gospel of Basilides, the commentary on this gospel, the com-
mentary on the commentary on this gospel, the veridical ac-
count of your desth, a version of each book in &l languages,
the interpolations of every book in al books.

“When it was procizimed that the library comprised al books,
the first impresson was one of extravagant joy. All men felt
themselves lords of a secret intact treasure. There was no per-
sonal or universal problem whose eloquent solution did nor
exist—in some hexagon. The universe was justified, the universe
suddenly expanded to the limitless dimensions of hope.

“But the searcher did not remember that the caculable pos-
sibility of a man’s finding his own hook, or some perfidious
variation of his own book, is close to zero.

“The uncormmon hope was followed naturally enough by
deep depression. The certainty that some shelf in some hexa-
gon contained precious books and that these books werein-
accessible seemed amost intolerable.”

Library of Babel, Jorge Luis Borges

#‘One-to-one communicarions media such as telephone and
Jletters create 10 new links, while one-to-many connections
such as television, newspapers and bureaucracies inevitably
drestrict the flow of information through their offices. Since
;political and economic power follows the lines of communi-
“cation, the potential for abuse is tremendous. A large pool of
information, freely accessible and amendable through public
computer terminals, is one of the few systems proposed for
Jmany-to-many communications.”
: Journal of Community
Communications

“Many old maxims point out that tatk is cheaper than action.
A comparison of the entropy balance and the energy balance
on the surface of the earth indicates that the maxims are in-
deed a reflection of our experience. The amplification of infor-
mation is easier than the amplification of power.”

Scientific American, Sept. ‘71

“Ambiguity seems to he an essential, indispensible element for
the transfer of information from one place to another by words.
Where matters of real impertance are concerned, it is often
necessary. for meaning to come through, that there he an a-
most vague sensc Of strangeness and askewness.

Lives of a Cell, Lewis Thomas

Mantra

“if, when you get a number on the telephone. you give a mes-
sage, the message remains the same, even if you give it to a
wrong number. The result of such an error in the brain is
very different. Supposing some vinegar comes in contact with
one of the sensitive end organs of taste inthe tip of your
tongue and *gets a wrong number”-that is, say, supposing
the nerve fibre conducting the impulse provoked by the
vincgar, instead of connecting with its proper reception area,
becomes in some way cur and grafted onto a nerve fibrc lead-
ing from the ear to the brain—whatr do you think you would
raste? You would taste nothing. You would hear a very loud
and startling noise.”

The Living Brain, Grey Walter

“Public channels of communication include newspapers,
radio, and television. Private channels are largely conversations
and, to a dight extent, persona letters. People find informa-
tion from private channels to be more significant to them than
what is spread in the public channels. There are severa possible
reasons for this. For one thing, people judge the validity of
the information by using their evaluation of the speaker pro-
viding the information. If the speaker is credible, so is what he
is saying. Another reason that private channels may be favored
is that they are specific. If one asks a question of a friend, he
does not have to wade through a great deal of extraneous in-
formation to obtain rhe answer. Public channels do not alow
for immediate feedback on the value or appropriateness of
the information. while private channels do. Finaly. private
channels may be valued for the affective support they give.
as well as for the information they provide. When a person
has a sericus problem. he may value support and sympathy 2s
much as information in resolving the difficulty.”

Robin D. Crickman. in

Community Information Needs

Of every $5 spent in the United States in the early 1970s on
goods, services, construction and new machines, more than
$1 was allocated to an information service of some kind.

“There are neura centers for generating, spontaneously, num-
berless hypotheses about the facts of life. We store up informa-
tior: the way cells store energy. When we are lucky enough to
find a direct match between a receptor and a fact, there is a
deep explosion in the mind; the idea suddenly enlarges, rounds
up, bursts with new energy, and begins to replicate. At times
there are chains of reverberating explosions, shaking everything:
the imagination, as we say, is staggered.”

Lives of a Cell, Lewis Thomas
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Peter and Trudy fobnson-Lenz live in a small home just south
of Portland, Oregon. They are a fairly rare example of a life
and work partnership: where personal and public commitments
are (most of the #1w2:2) balanced.

Most often frosn their home, by mail, telephone and cowi-
puter, they stay in touch with groups and individuals around
the country—exemplifying McLuban’s understanding that in
the communication era everyone can be a center.

Their work is an important cross-discipline bridge—spanning
mrerests in education (Trudy was an editor of Teacher Paper),
humane application of computer teckuology, citizen partici-
pation, networking, language, social scienceand spiritual

cwareness. They bave developed several community computer
programs. Documentation is available from them (625 Fifth
St., Lake Oswego, OR 97034). “Graphing and Mapping Com-
munity Points of View” ($3) and “Neighborbood Information
Systent” ($3).

They bave recently compleied a computer program for
the Community Issues Dialog Project of the Northwest
Regional Foundatiosn,

Rhoda and I visited with Peter and Trudy in November
(1976) to talk about the RAINBOOK. Their input is scattered
throughout this sectivn and Community Building. The follow-
ing are excerpts from that afternoon’s conversation. (S))

BRIDGES,
FIELDS

and the CMEGA

S: So, how did we get into this information and networking
thing?

P: As F've become fascinated with one thing or another, as
I've ventured into the interdisciplinary morass where there's
al these confusions, and all these things which seem related,
but not to” many people are talking about the apparent
relation, I've found myself getting more and more interested
in those relationships rather than the specifics. The general
rules. | think what it is to some degree is sheer frustration.
The more and more I've gotten into specifics of the world,
the more I recoil in frudtration at its variety-to some ways of
understanding what lies underneath it so I can work my way
through it so | don't get overloaded with ail the details.

It's important to reduce the spurious variety, like there are
lots of things that arc the same, but people cal them different
names. They arc taking about the same thing. Sometimes be-
cause of narrow disciplines. Like al these technica books we
have-l have an intuition they're al thinking about the same
things, but they’ve gotten so convoluted in taking to them-
selves for so long they can't see that.

T: | think, to”, the information thing is part of my own
spiritual search which is a very intellectua one. I'm not a
worshipper. The more | get into information the more | find
myself thinking about thinking.

5:ltseems |'ve spent most of my life looking for the right
person, the right piece of information, the right resource, and
when | look at other people and try to see if they arc on the
right path, | have to try to see the relative right in my own
selection  process.

P: I think our filter for finding what you cal “right” fo: us
is getting more and more refined. The more refined it gets, the
more | seemto be able to draw to myself opportunities which
arc close approximations of what | want. The better | get. the
more they al look good to me. All the things that come to me
look good, so then I've got to narrow it down more. And
when | do that | get more in the channel | narrow down my
input to. it al just looks overwhemingly desirous.

POINT

| think it's a process that we're al going through now.
Complete information overload. A social network is being put
together where we're dl finding those connections which we
need to make with other people in the world and other groups
of ideas in the world. The networks arc aways changing; you
may work in one channel for a while, and then you wander
aong and plug in somewhere else in a different way. And

nothing is bad or good. There arc places where you can trans-
mit and recelve and places where you can't.

R: So how do you relate this thing that you and some peo-
plc arc refining? How does it, or could it, play a part in
everyday, common situations?

P: I run through that question a lot. | don't think there's
some way | would just scrawl on a piece of paper, or even a
little video-holographic presentation to present to a person in
a grocery store what they arc ready to hear. People can hear
only what they want to hear. Our work is adways a baance
between what we think people arc ready to hear. their per-
ccived needs. with another part of ourselves which is aways
reaching out. Sometimes we act as a bridge or spark. Some-
times we just muck around until we find some resonance.

T: What we do, to share this information, and theones,
and what we arc learning is smilar to what we did today in
order to talk about the RAINBOOK. We reduce the list of alt
the things we think about, know about, talk about, consider-
ably. If you were coming here for the first time we would
reduce it still farther-and probably not drag out al this stuff
(books, files, reports).

P: Wchave often made mistakes by talking about to” much,
and made people bored, confused or scared. When Trudy and
| came together for the first time we had the incredible experi-
ence of finding each other. We shared conversations for a few
hours, and in those hours we were testing each other with
words and gestures. The more we tested, the more we found
it was like being home. It was like having an index you under-
stood.

S. That'd make a great cartoon, “At last, an index | under-
stand.” It’s like a private language or shorthand.




S: Can someone give me a better idea of the use of the word
“network” as ii is used in mathematics. and asit’s related to your
work in “Mapping and Graphing Community Points of View?"

P. Networking is a term that's getting quite popular. in the
sense Of socid and sharing networks, but there's a whole other

group of people who use networks to mean something else.
academic mathematicians who have developed mathematical
theories about how networks operate.

| worked on a project in California where these mathemati-
cal theories were applied to a study of cliques. networks, group
ing patterns in a grade school. We were asking questions like:
name tie three people you play with the most; rhe three
people you tike most; the three people you'd like to Sit nexr
O must,

Answers to these questiuns give o @ “socio-gram.” If you
put a dot on 2 piece of paper for each person and then-draw
lines corresponding to who they like. you have a socio-gram.
It's aso called a direct-agraph because the arrows point in a
iven direction-like | might choose you, but you might not
choose me, so the arrow or line would oniy go one way.

Graph theory. which is a branch of topology, specificaly
. direct-a-graph theory, is a pretty well-developed mathematics
that even has definitions for a clique; they cdl it a “strong
component,” which is a group of people in which any one
person can be reached from every other person.

T: It's another wav of describing a karass.

P:The pure mathematicians are mostly concerned with the
dots and arrow only, not wiat they mean, or how they arc
applied.

T: They use the same kind of technology, such as the
“strong component” definitic . in things like cognitive policy
models for foreign policies.1t doesn't have to be people.

P: So a direct-a-graph is an ironic, visual wiy of having
something to talk about. And it relics heavily on the topologi-
cal, mathematical graph theoretical constructs that allow the
computer to operate. The question i when you eyeball a
direct-agraph, just what do you have to do in order to, for
example. pick out a clique. It is very exhausting work, especial-
ly if you are handling a lot of information.

The mathematics of graph theory isamarhemarical way
of doing that tiring “eycbailing” of the information displayed
by a direct-a-graph. If you were to find the ciiques by hand
(or by eye) you might be asking yours=tf things like:

pick an element

trace al the arrows from that clement

make a list of al the elements that are reached.

so you end up with abunch of lists

now you say, OK, did you get back to the origina element

you dtarted from? Whenever you did, then you have
defined a clique.
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The compuzer can do this kind of searching quite simply.
So in “Mapping and Graphing Community Points of View'
and the w&k we’re doing on the Community [ssue Diaog pro-
ject, we're attempting ro devise ways that the computer can
make the visual information-made available through using
direct-a-graphs-easier to access and accessible to the people
participating in the community dialogue.

T:People can only keep about seven things in their mind
at one time, and maybe by using certain visua symbols of
people’s belief spaces or problems we represent something SO
you can think of more parts a one time and see the inter-
relationships.

P. In the Yearbook of Werld Problems, and other places,
Anthony Judge talks about using a computer to present peo-
plc with three-dimensional visuwai indexes 1o information. So
vou look &t the computer and see some centrd idea you've
thought of, and see rhc branches from your idea to al the
other close, related ideas. And you say, OK. computer, let’s
drive down this branch here, towards these ideas, and see what
werun into. You visualy experience going through the net-
work of idess.

7' If each node in the network were the same, each one,
that is, was a holographic representation of the whole network
-does this suddenly become a “field.” There's a question of
what’'s the relationship between fidds and networks. 1s a
holographic network a field?

£:Wwhar's a fidd?

P: Networks are very rigid structures, with points and lines.
A fizid is more diffuse, more everywhere. more non-local,
and non-specific. There’re examples from physics like gravity
fields, magnetic, and examples from the spiritual world like
auras.

S: So what do visua representations of fields look like?
Whut if you rename your paper on “Mapping and Graphing
Community Points of View” to “Mapping and Fielding
Community Points of View”?

P: Wdl, it would probably he the omega point.

One of the characteristics of a holograph is that each point
in the holograph contains information about the whole image.
If you cut a photograph in half, haf the photo will be gone.
If you do it with a hologram, unh unh, the whole picture is
there; it's just a little foggier. So a holographic network would
be where all the information is available a any point. If you
think the jet plane reduced the size of the earth, this fantasy
holographic network would make the world a point, maybe
de Chardin’s omega point, in which we arc all one. within no
time and space.

R:T've never heard anything so ridiculous in al my life.
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e U PP U Problem solving is a kind of directed thinking that is some-
i ':’}J where between consciously driving your mentalengine S0
} . you won’'t run into others on thesame, or interscoring. road
- . . - R
/ E!- or path and thinking creatively, utilizing the most rested,

spontaneous, creative, chance-taking frame of mind.

There is much research being done in the arca, especialy
in management or systems scicnce. Some of -the theories and
concepts may only sound like common secnse dressed in new
and cxpensive jargon. but also,as Peter Johnson-Lenz says.

"~ it may be a whole new and necessary way of coping with
problems we create as we become more conscious of individu-
a and cultura “points of view,” and the ipterrelatedness of

The Universal Traveler, Don Kobcrg
and Jim Bagnall, 1974, $4.95 from:

William Kaufmann, Inc.

| Firs St

Los Altos, CA 94022
This is probably the book mostlikely
to open the door to the possibilities of
problem solving kinds of thinking. Its
digestibie picees format. full of big
graphics. lists, wide-ranging content.
could be applicd to both persons need-
ing to work in groups, to do group
think. to reach a god. get worlidone,
or solve probtlems;as well, though it can
be used like What Calor |SYour Para-
chute to think about how to size up
the journey of iifelikeit’sa stuck car
with the tide cominy in.

You could ‘go from this book to
most any others listed with clear ideas
on how the ideas can relate to you in
your own life.

Experiences in Visual Thinkirg, Robert
H. McKim, 1972, 59.95 from::
Brookg/Cole Publishing Co.
Monterey, CA 93940
If | were (o recommend two ‘books for
follow-up to idess in this section, it
would be this and the Universal Trav.ier.
If is filled with exciting discoveries
about mental processes, many practical
down-home skills for working through
abstractions, extensive annotated bib-
liographies. A work that brings together
several fields of study, including systems
sciepce, brain sciences and artistic
creation.

'roblem Solving

Strange and Familiar. $6.67 postpaid
from:

Synectics Education Systems

121 Brattle St.

Cambridge, MA 02138
When we notice the differences and
similarities between two things we are
learning theré's an odd sensation that
accompanies trying to relate “‘incongru-
ities —maybeit’s the physical effects of
stretching the imagination. Many of the
I-2-page exercises in Strange and Fa-
miiliar stretch the imagination: “Which
is a better dessart, a sweet lemon or a
sour hananz? (Circle your choice and
tetl why you made it.)”

A lot of the exercises in Strange
and Familiar, as in the rest of severa
series, expand a theory of teaching by
the use of metaphor, improving our
ability to make connections. It is an
important form of poetic and scientific
discipline, exercise and game.

“Bur if you tame me, if willbe asif the
sun Came to siiine on my life. | shallknow the
sound Of astep that will be different from all
the others. Other steps rend me hurrying back
undernesth the ground. Yours will cal me,
like music, out Of My burrow, And then look:
you see the grain fields down yonder? | do
Not eat bread. Wheat is Of NO use to me. The
wheat fields have nothing to say te me. And
that iS sad. But you have hair that iSthe color
of gold. Think how wonderful thar witl be
when you have tamed me! The grain, which

isafso golden. will bring me back the rhoughs
of you.” (From The Little Prince)

Communication In Organization, Ever-
ett M. Rogers and Rekha Agarwala-
Rogers, 1976, $4.95 from:

Free Press

866 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10022
This book is a fairly technica or aca-
demic analysis of the specific nature of
communication that takes place in or-
ganizations. A good review of the gen-
eral concepts, with a section on the
place of networks in organizational
structrure.

e disciplines or sciences that have previoudy been isolated.

How to Solve It. G. Pelyai, 1971, 52.95
from:
Doubleday & Company
501 Franklin Street
Garden City, NY 11531
Contains a checkpoint for brainstormers
* ‘Inventor's Paradox:’ The more am-
bitious plan may have more chances of
success. When passing from one problem
to another we may often observe that
the new, more ambitious problem is
easier to handle than the origina prob-
lem.” (The Last Whole Earth Catalogue)

Machine Design. “Crestivity by Com-
mittee,” December 12, 1974, Vol. 46,
No. 30. from:

Penton Plaza

1111 Chester Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44114
An example of how brainstorming tech-
niques are being modified to suit con-
temporary use in various fields.

Diagrams, Arthur Lockwood, 1969,
$15 from:

Watson-Guptill Publications

165 West 46th Street

New York, NY 10036
A historical survey of conceptuad dia-
grams/maps. Provides usefu’ models on
how to manipulate the concept in
graphic form.




78

A Sourcebook for Creative Thinking,
Harold F. Harding and Sydney J.Parnes,
eds, 1972, from:

Scribner’s Sons

597 Fifth Aveaue

New York, NY 10017
A collection from a symposium on cre-
ative thinking held at the University of
Buffalo. New York, an internationa re-
search center on the subject.

Change, Principles of Problem Forma
tion and Problem Resolution , Paul
Waltzwick, Ph.D., and John Weakland,
M.D., 1974, $7.95 from:

W.W. Norton &Co.. Inc.

500 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10036

Brainstorming, a method of effecting
important changes within institutions.
often depends on the clear statement of
a problem. Cpange documents some of
the most paradoxical problems in his-
tory and the path te their paradoxical
solutions (through paradoxical methods,
of course).

The Act of Creation, Arthur Koestler,
Hutchinson Press. London, 1966, $2.75,
available from:

Dell Pubtishing Co.. Inc.

750 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10017

Presents a cognitive-perceptual  model
which relates humor to the creative
process.

The Psychology of Consciousness,
Robert E. Ornstein, 1972, $4.00 from:
W.H. Freeman & Company
660 Market St
San Francisco, CA 94104

"Jrnstein sidesteps some of the kuots of
ontology, teleology, et d. to provide a
lucid and intriguing perspective on rhc
puzzle of the way we think.

Training Creative Thinking, Gary A.
Davis, 1963, $5.50 from:

Holt, Rinehart& Winston

New York, NY 10017
Documents brainstorming studies car-
ried on largely through industry.

The Journal of Creative Behavior
New York State University College
1300 Elmwood Ave.
Buffado, NY 14222
Published quarterly. Belongs in the
bibliography of well-regarded periodicals
on the subject of creative thinking.

Fair Witness, Mesirow & Albright,
from:

2136 N.E. 20th

Portland. OR 97212
I’'ve found that some of the most mind
boggling uses of video taping is in group
and individua behavior feedback. When
you first see yourself on tape (especial-
ly reveding when it's immediate, | sup-
pose because we remember more about
the redlity), there's this second or two
when you don't think it's you but some
dow-moving, animated fake only pre-
tending to be you.

Fair Witness is a communication ser-
vice for groups. developed by David
Mesirow and David Albright. with com-
puter software development by Peter
and Trudy Johnson-Lenz.

A group decides it would like to
know more about how they work to-
gether in meetings, so they record in-
formation about how thev think meet-
ings should proceed and how they ac-
tually do; this information is iogged
into a computer, progranmed to com-
pare how a group ought to work togeth-
e and how it actudly does.

While the meeting is videotaped, a
person is recording observations about
different behaviors they see. Each ob-
servation is assigned a number which
corresponds to a place on the video
tape computer graphic displays showing
when certain behaviors took place. This
is compared with the videotapes, which
can then serve as “fair witness,” proving
or disproving the observations of the
recorder.

What Color Is Yeur Parachute?, Richard
Nelson Belles, 1973, $4.95 from:

Ten Speed Press

Box 4310

Berkeley, CA 94704
Thisand Where Do | Go With My Life
From Here?, also by Roller, mainly cm-
phasize job hunting, career searching.
but they arc excellent models of over-
viewing hfe, transforming ideas into
actions, and guides or maps to directing
our wandering minds toward goas and
solutions.

Galton’s Walk, Herbert C. Crovitz, 1670,
52.05 from:

Harper & Row

10 E. 53rd

New York, NY 10022
| dill return to this book now and then
to remember how my mind works, es-
pecially its idea of remembering things.
Fascinating section on mmemonists
(people with super memories).

Yearbook of World Problems and
Human Potential, $59.95 from:

Union of International Associations

& Mankind 2000

1 Rue Aux Laines

1000 Brussels, Belgium
This book, or directory. or Thesaurus,
or dictionary is at the other end of the
spectrum from the Universd Traveler
It was four years in the making and
represents the most extensive work done
to date on interrelating worldwide prob-
lems with groups working on solutions
to these problems. It is as inspiring in
concept as in actudization. It may be
something you can actually use, hut it’s
as likdy that haf an hour with it will
give you another way of looking at the
world. Also contains some good stuff
by Anthony judge on mapping cows-
plexity.

%
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The Stuff Burn Out Syndrome, $1.25
from:

‘The Drug Abuse Council, In¢.

1828 L Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20036
This small booklet hints at something
real important. Burning eut has become
one of those expected, but relatively
new, working group routines. People
burn out about witt. the same frequen-
cy as meteors hitting the earcth and, tek-
en us awave of movements, especially
among small, kind-of-volunteer. non-
prefit, socid change, social crisis, experi-
mentally-managed groups, the wavces
created by the burnout cycle arc one of
the basic influences on social change.
People burn out, others take over. and
the people that burn out show up later,
as the same or different people, with
new ideas, different outlooks.

“As | suggested earlier, there arc phys
icd signs of burn-out and there arc aso
behavioral and psychological signs. For
example, tht person who used to he a
talker now remains silent; he used to
contribute to staff meetings but now
just dits in a corner and says nothing.
Why? He may have become fatigued,
bored, resentful. disenchanted. dir
couraged, confused. He feels futile and
fed up and cannot tak about it.”




Lateral vs. Vertica Thinking

A few years ago, a now well-known
hook, Lareral Thinking in Management,
by Edward de Bono (American Manage-
ment Association, 1971), outlined the
importance of lateral thinking in solving
management problems. Lateral Thinking
was characterized by discontinuity, far-
fetchedness, lack of practicality, and
the generation of a large quantity of
ideas; while vertica thinking. derived
from the Greeks. emphasizes logical
continuity, probability, limitation.

Systems Thinking, ed. by F.E. Emery,
1970, $4.95 from:

Penguin Books, Inc.

72 Fifth Ave,

New York, NY 10011
I’ve found this to be the most accessible
introduction to the field of systems
science. The materials range from over-
view to technical and include Ashby's
Self Regulation and Requisite Variety.
Iris oriented toward management in
business but also includes things like
“Thr Theorv,of Open Systems in
Physics and Biology.”

understanding or division.

ment is reached.

There are times whuin directly confronting problems among
people in a physicalspace may only result in further mis-

In asimple sense rhe delphimethod of discussing ideas.
reaching decisions. or disseminating information is illustrated
by an everyday method of communication. When we write
something down, instead of communicating oraly, it is often
because we either want several or many peopleto be able to
se¢ it, in their own time and place, and because what we have
to say can be looked at without all the additiona personal
information we convey just by bring present with another.

The delphi method may be as smple as a kind of chain
letter among friends in which an idea, a report or proposa,
or a problem or conflict is stated by one person and circu-
lated. The feedback from the original circulation may then
be written up, and further circulated until some kind of agree-

Thinking Straighter, George Henry
Moulds, 54.75 from:

William C. Brown Co.

2460 Kerper Blvd.

Dubuque, |A 52001
Has good andysis of linguistic traps
that are lad during social, group and
political intercourse.

Thinking With a Pencil, Henny Nelms,
1964. $2.75 from:

Barnes and Noble Inc.

10 East 53rd

New York. NY 10022
This book has begun to help me over-
come the feeling that I'll never be able
te do anything but scribble words.
Many clues on how to draw simple pic-
ures.

Northwest Regional Foundation

Box 5296

Spokane, WA 99205
NRF publishes Futures Conditional
($20/year), a good resource for activi-
firs in ciuizen participation, community
issues dialogues, group facilitation pro-
cesses and systems/futures thinking.
NRF has hands-on experience in these
areas, working on citizen participation
projects in the Spokane area.

Society for General Systems Research
12613 Bunting Lane
Bowie, MD 20715
One of the primary groups involved in
the study of systems and cybernetics.
Their General Systems Yearbook is
considered a state of the art resource.

“One of the essential parts of a Delphi Process is anonymity
of rhe participants. If you can just toss an ideainto the process

The Delphi Method: Techniques and Applications, Harold
Lindstone and M. Turoff, Addison-Wesiey Books ;
A comprehensive introduction to the Delph: and related tech-§
nigues of exchanging information.

The best place to get the most scoop is from:

Futures, $26/year individuas, $39/year institutions, from:
300 East 42nd
New York, NY 10017

The Futurist, $10/year from:

COMPUTERCONFERENCING

Computer conferencing is a technique
that utilizes the increasing network of
computer terminals accessble over grest
distances by phone lines to facilitate
communication among people in, for
example. planning, joint proposal writ-
ing, inter-group. inter-corporatton Memo
keeping, and problem solving.

Though the technology is ill out of
reach for many. the atered state of com-
munication the method creates, similar
to the Delphi Method, may hold some
potential solutions to transportation
energy excesses, as well as a possible
evolution in our normal ways of taking
to each other. Consider:

1) The ideas being exchanged may bc
considered on their merit done without
rhc additional input of the speakers
“body language” (which obviously

.sometimes IS equaly disadvantageous).

2) Participants may leave the discus
sion at will and re-enter without losing
out ONn anything, since it is al retained
by the computer.

3) A participant, if aked a difficult
question, can take his time answering.
and even go te the library or bathroom
to think about if.

4) The technique =llows for people
to transmit both pubiic and private
messages, =~ iN asense vou can tak to
everyone and a the same time whisper
something to an individual.

5) You can enter anonymous com-
ments that. if you brought them up in
physical conference, might disrupt the
flow of the group mind.

*For access wo further information
about computer conferencing, see the
Compurer Section in Communications
Technology

AND COMPUTER CONFERENCING

mous. No one knows who pushe d which button. but every-
one knows what the overall group mind thinks. Anonymity
has advantages at times, to bring out people who aren’'t so

sophisticated or don't have an adept or complex, evolved way ¥
of relating ideas.” (Peter Johnson-Lenz) :

people have to just deal with the idea per se, and not who you
i are. your professionazl credentials, or whatever. Group dialog
%, processes using electronic voting mechanisms are also anony-

The World Futures Society
4916 St. EIm” Ave.
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Apparently it is not geod—and indeed
it hinders the creative work of the mind
-if the intellect examines too closzly
the ideas already pouring iz, as it were,
at the gates. In the case “f the crea-
tive mind, it seems tem>, the intellect
has withdrawn its wazche: from the
gates, and the ideas rush m pell-mell,
and exrly then does it review and inspect
the multitude. You woriby critics, or
whatever you call yourselves,are
ashamed or afraid of the momentary
and passing madness which is found in
all veal creators, the longer or shorter
duration of which distinguishes the
thinking ar:ist from the dreamer.”’
(From Sigmund Freud, The Basic Writ-
ings of Sigmund Freud, rd. by AA.

Brill (New York: Random House, 1938),
p. 193.

by Anita Helle

Brainstorming began to denote a group
thinking process during the thirties.
Alex Osborne, of the ad agency Batten,
Barton, Durstine & Osborne, pioneered
the use of a brainstorming technique,
in part as a way of demystifying the
creative process. Oshorne's approach
was “origindly a random search meth-
od; requiring no advance preparation,

it was frequently misdirected, therefore
unproductive.” In the 195Gs, large

corporations like Rand and Boeing be-
gan to hire so-caled “high-crestivity”
individuals for their “think tanks.” But
successful group brainstorming does
not, in fact, require highly ¢ zative
thinkers. The essence of the brainstorm-
ing process lies in the combination of
perspectives and tdents exercised in a
positive atmosphere of trust. (From
“Creativity by Committee” by Ronald
C. Pellman, in Machine Design, Decem-
ber 12. 1974, Volume 46, No. 30.

The object .f a brainstorming session is
to produs  a maximum nuraber of
ideas.

SELECT GROUP MEMBERS
Depends, iz part, on yuur purpose

Creativity is not a criterion. The brain-
storming process produces idess for
folks like us.

Different interests/experiences should
be represented. Invite people with op-
posing viewpoints. Balance the group in
terms of those who are acquainted and
those who aren’t acquainted. The right
amount of tenson can result in a state
of “creative ingtability,” in which peo-
ple are stimulated to express themselves,
but not inhibited by the expressions of
others.

BRAINSTORMING

N
i
STATE THE PROBLEM

State the problem in a single sentence
Write it on the chalkboard or on butcher
paper where it will be visble throughout
the session.

After the statement has been drawn
up by the group, the facilitaror should
ask for confirmation: Is this the way we
want ;o state the problem?

PREPARATION

Determine a location. A relaxed but
interesting atmosphere, preferably new to
most participants, stands the best chance
of encouraging fresh perspectives.

Determine a time. ‘The first and last days
of thr work week are not usually the best
times to get the group’s undivided atten-
tion. A poll of our office suggests that
morning rather than afternoon may be a
preferred rime for idea-spinning. Many
sessions will. by necessity, have to be held
Juring evening kours or on Saturdays.

Should « briefing document be prepared?
Is it necessary to provide participants
with background information?

APPOINT A FACILITATOR

The facilitator should be a geod com-
municator. able to prevent some mem-
bers from dominating and some from
holding back, able to stimulate and re-
state ideas without taking sides.

3

STIMULATE FANTASIES

Encourage wild ideas
Encourage bumor

Defer judgment. Approving and dis-
approving comments are nor allowed.
Even if someone says “that’s a great
idea,” spontaneity is interrupted. A
disapproving statement expressed too
early can squelch an idea which might
later unfold.

The question of kowte encourage the
expression of ideas demands sendtivity
on the part of the facilitator to the size
and composition of the group. Mere
simple how-to-do-it formulas break down,
and the importance of choosing a good
facilitator is re-emphasized.

Bionics refers to using natural systems as
analogies for man-made systems. The
notion of radar. for example, was stimu-
lated in part by an understanding of

how setective vison operates in frogs. A
brainstorming problem might be stated
in terms of an andogy which might be
easier for group participants to under-
stand, and which might produce fresh
perspectives. The food chain relationship
between rabbits and predators mighr be-
come an analogue for the consumer-
producer relationship in human systems.
(From Gary Davis, The Psychology of
Problem-Solving, pp.128-131)
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The very seaning of “survival” becomes different when we
stop talking about the survival of something bounded Ly ke
skin and start to think of the survival of the system of ideas
7 circuit. The contents of the skin are randomized at death
and the pathbways within the skin are randomized. But the
ideas, under furiber transformation, may go on out in the
sworld in books er works of art. Socrates as @ bio-energetic
individual is dead. But much of him still lizes ¢ component
in the contemporary ecology of ideas.

Gregory Bateson

- a Earth (Sign not very well drawn-left lower stroke should be
¥ §e=== at bottom} +the foregoing =level plain, wide horizon.

E-very so often when the sun shines around here I'm aware,
each time with some amazement, how thick the air is with
curlicues and specks-pieces of our farly orderly world faling
apart, drifting about.

And s0, 100, every S0 often—sometimes for periods of
months-my attention is drawn to the language between me
and mysdf, me and others in the world.

Does the the world change first and pull language after it,
or does a new awareness of language suddenly make us see
the world differently?

Higtorically. in the West, language became an overt object
of attention to philosophers around the turn of the century.
There was a turning away from the Romantic philosophical
tradition: (represented by HenriBergson, Friedrich Nietzsche
and others). The new analytic philosophy, with centers of
gravity in England and Vienna, struck out for a more “down
to earth,” approachable goai. Philosophers like Bertrand
Russell, A. N. Whitehead, A. J. Ayer,G. E. Moore, herded
philosophy toward analysis of philosophica language.

By far one of the most complicated and interesting paths
was taken by Ludwig Witrgenstein. His books, mostly trans-
cripts of lecture notes, are often painfully—and sometimes un-
intentionally humorously-complicated.

“Now there is no objection to calling a particular sensation
‘the expectation that B will come’ There may even be good
practical reasons for using such an expression. Only mark: if
we have explained the meaning of the phrase ‘expecting that
B will come' in this way, no phrase which is derived from this
by substituting a different:iame for B is thereby explained .

At first glance, one of Wittgenstein's underlying themes,
“The limrits of my language arc the limits of my world,”
sounds like a blatant mental steady state. Rut, on the c.ther
hand (that s one of those expressions?), it is a place to begin;
until we know somerhing about it and at least spot thebloom-
in" borderline between ourselves, the metaphysics implicit in
our language and use and the read(?) world. we are perhaps
stalking termites with pick-up trucks.

Greatly infiuerced by the analytic philosophy tradition
and occurring almost simultaneoudy, the science of generd
semantics begins to grow.

In 1933 Alfred Korzybski published Science and Sanity,
which was eventualy to bring to life a perspective on sacial/
psychological life referred to as general semantics. Like the
anaytic philosophers, Korzybski was influenced by the
swelling awareness of applications of the scientific method—
if appeared to be the only way to get real results. He attermnp-
ted to outline a study of man through seeking descriptions
and formulas that would point to the relation between lan-
guage in brain and language in mind.

Korzybski saw the possibilities that arc onlv becominy

'ne Map IS N

ot
technicaily feasible of scientific analysis of language on the
surface, as it falls from rongues in relation to the accompany-
ing neurological occurrences.

Very often since, the twenties semantics has come to
mean somerhing more like the study of the ambiguity of
language-often as applied in rhe political sphere—a worth-
while study in its own right, but not nearly as holistic as
Korzybski was describing:

“A process accompanying our words which one might call
‘the process of meaning them’ is the modulation of the voice
in which we speak the words; or one of the processes similar
to this, like the play of facial expressions.”

One of the magjor influences in the study of language has
been the in-depth studies of families of languages. We have al-
ways learned a great deal by comparing one language to
another; but it's only been recently that elaborate compari-
sons have been made between languages with little or no di-
rect contact with one another. It is then the culture shock sets

i, and language appears like a metaphysical structure that is
muzed the limits of ezr world.

Eve:y language and every well-knit technical sublanguage in-
¢z3porates certain points of view and certain patterned re-
sotances to widely divergent points of vigw. This is especially
so if the language is not surveyed as a planetary phenamenon,
but is as usual taken for granted, and the local parochial
species of it is used by the individual thinker and istoken to
be its firal sum.

Benjamin  Whorf

=== Sun above line of horizon =dawn.

It was found that the background linguigtic system (in other
words, the grammar) of each language is not merely a repro-
ducing instrument for voicing ideas but rather izself the shape
of ideas, the program and guide for the individual’s mental
activity, for bisanalysis of impressions, for his synthesis, of
his mental stock in trade.

Benjamin Whorf

What this brings to general semantics and analytic philosophy
is a wider perspective, for the laws of correct, clear, meaningful
maps of the territories arc depend:nt nor on simplifying all
languages to one that “makes sense” but tocreatean ever-
increasing synthesis of cultural points of vie..

One who binds three plares: heaven, earth and man=
ruler, to rule.

The Hopi Indian language is better adapted than our own to
the exact sciences. It contains words representing not verbs or
nouns, but ewexts, and is thus more applicable to the space-
time continuum in which we now know that we are living.
Furthermore, the “event-word” has three moods: certitude,
probability, imagination. Instead of saying:  man crossed the
river in a boat, tbe Hopi would employ the group: man-river-
boat in three different combinations, according to whether the
event was observed by the narrator, reported by a third party,
or dreamt.

kFrom Morning of the Magiiiaus.




Chinese Written Character as a Medium
for Poetry, ed. by Ezra Pound, $1.25:

City Lights Books

1562 Grant Ave.

San Francisco, CA 9413 3
“A true noun, an isolated thing, does
not exist in nature. Things are only the
termina points, or rather the meeting
points, of actions, cross-sections cut
through actions, snapshots. Neither can
a pure verb, abstract motion, be possible
in nature. The eye sees noon and verb
as one: things in motion, motion in
things.”

“All processes in nature are interre-
lated; and thus there could be no com-
i plete sentence (according to this defi-
‘. nition) save one which it would take
" dl cime to pronounce.”

An introductory trip through the
difference between a phonetic (English)
and a symbol/image language like
:Chinese..

erritory

3 )ﬂh
) 4A Man +fire =messmate.

The Morning of the Magician, by Louis
Pauwels, Jacques Bergier, Avon Books,
$1.25

**We arc not thinking of an organized
“society, but of the establishment of the
.necessary contacts between exceptional
minds, and a common language, not
secret, but merely inaccessible to or-
dinary men at a given epoch in time.
::The fate of the world could he discussed
5. openly by ten scientists in the presence
of Khruschev and the president of the
United States without these gentlemen
being able to understand a single word.

The Art of Awareness, §. Samuel Bois,
1973, $8.95 from:
Wm. C. Brown Co.
Dubuque, |A 52001
One of thebest interpreters of Korzyh-,
ski.
Science and Sanity, by Alfred Korzybski
International Non-Aristotelian
Library Publishing Co.
Lakeville, CT 06039
The Ingtitute was formed in 1938 by
Korzybski. They publish a good journa,
. the General Semantics Bulletin. The last
© issue had two good articles, one by
Gregory Bateson, the other a summary
of the work of Wittgensvein.

ETC,areview of general semantics
P.O. Box 2469
San Francisco, CA 94126
# $6/yr. The other primary semantics
2 review.

Understanding Media, by Marshall
McLuhan, McGraw-Hi
Still mind-opening. ‘““Henri Bergson
lived and wrote in a tradition of
thought in which it was and is con-
sidered ‘that language is a human tech-
nology that has impaired and diminished
the values of the collective unconscious.
It is the ext=nsion of man in speech
that enables the intellect to detach it-
sef from the vastly wider redity. With-
out language. Bergsen suggests, human
intelligence would have remained totally
involved in the objects of its attention.
“The breaking up of every kind of ex-
perience into uniform units in order to
produce faster action and change of
form (applied knowledge) has been the
secret of Western power over man and
nature alike. .”

Tbe Blue and Brown Books, by Ludwig
Wittgensrein, Harper Torchhooks, $1.45
“Philosophy, as we use the word, is a
fight against the fascination which
forms of expression exert upon us.”

Language, Thought and Reality,
Selected Writings of Benjamin Lee
Whorf

M.I.T. Press

28 Carleton St

Cambridge, MA 02142
The basic introduction to comparative
language studies; especially fascinating

studies of Native American languages.

-
vl Waterﬂ.ciolve within a circle  eddy-

“The Aesthetics of Silence” in Styles O f
Radical Will, by Susan Sontag, Delta
Books
A good essay on meaning of prolonged,
pregnant and necessary silences-lots of
overlaps with works of John Cage.
“Everyone has experience how, when
punctuated by long silences, words
weigh more; they become amost pal-
pable. Or how, when one taiks less, one
begins feding more fully one's physica
presence in a given space. Silence under-
mines ‘bad speech,’ by wliich | mean
dissociated speech-speech dissociated
from the body (and therefore from

feeling), speech not organically informed:

by the sensuous presence and concrete
pariicularity of the spesker and by the
individual occasion for using language.
Unmoored from the body, speech de-
teriorates. Silence can inhibit or counter-
act this tendency, providing a kind of
ballast, monitoring and even correcting
language when it becomes inauthentic.”

The Structure of Magic, Richard Band-
ler and John Grinder, 1975, from:

Science and Behavior Books

P.O. Box 11457

Palo Alto, CA 94306
Talks about therapy, communication,
change in its relation to linguigtics. A lot:
abont asking right questions, being able
to see below people’s “surface structure’ ’
which thry create or is created by lang-
uage, to their “deep structure” that is
what they are trying to say, mean to
say or fed, rather than think.

Reflections on Language, Noam Chom-
sky, 1975. $3.95 from:

Paitheon Books

201 E. 50th

New York, NY 10022
A good introduction to the thought of
Chomsky,'who is a quite readable lin-
guistic philosopher. It seems that often
Chomsky’s quest is to find the print of
departure from naive, non-linguistic
thought to sophisticated but more
narrow-minded language full thought.
Chomsky feels we inherit a cultural’
linguistic structure, which is why ws
take to language like fish to water.

The Concept of Mind, Gilbert Ryle,
1949, $2.25 from:

Barnes and Noble

10 East 53rd

New York, NY 10022
Ryle is in the thick of language-you've
got to be in a story problem, story-
within-a-story, frame of mind to read
him. He and other linguistic philosophei’sy
do not deal with neurological sources of
language but rather with the implied
logics and world views of commonly-
used word strucrures. At the end of
mind-boggling searches like this one is
the vasi. silent cosmic egg, but sometime:s
before getting beyond language you
have to wade through it.




Obviously learning doesn’t have e hap-
pen in schools. Celieges such as Antiocb
(Yellow Springs, Ohio) and Bennington
(Benningign, Vermont) have known this
Tor years and have compulsory credited
work terms for students zo get experi-
ence outside ofacademia. In China
many, many schools take in werk which
even the youngest students spend a por-
tion of ‘each day doing te help pay for
school expenses. Voe Tech Schools and
apprenticeship programs Offer a wide
variety of ways of learning skills and
gaining experience beyond the tradi-
tiond classsoom. It's time for usto
loosen up—m=ix practical work in with
“book learring” at all different stages
of aur lives.

Somewbere Else: A Living Learning
Catalog, 1973, $3.25 from:

Swallow Press

1139 S. Wabash

Chicago, IL 60605
This catalog is now several years old,
but its range has never been duplicated
since. You gill might be able to use it,
with some frustrations from changes of
address, to find some good educational
resources and groups.

Taking Off, by Jennifer Eis and D¢n
Ward, 1975, $5.95 from:

Center for Alternatives in/To

Higher Education

1118 S. Harrison Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
In the past several years a great number
of colleges and universities have set up
living/learning centers where students
can arrange work/study programs in al
manner of areas--usually non-academic.
The choices range from assisting in a
day care center to working in a migrant
camp or living with a family in Den-
mark. The first haf of the book is the
story of the setting up of one such
center a Michigan University, It con-
tains some thoughtful observations
about such things as group process and
filing systems that would be useful to
any sort of non-traditional organization.

' The second haf is a very thorough

listing of programs and contacts all over
the world for a wide variety of appren-

tice, exchange and internship programs.
A useful guide for anybody wanting to

burst out of the standard academic pat-
tern to experientia learning.

Foxfire Projects

IDEAS

1785 Massachusetts Ave. NW

Washington, D.C. 20036
There are over 20 magazines produced
iu high schools around the country
more or less modeled after the Foxfire,
Rabun Gap-Nacoocbee high school for-
mat: transcribed interviews with peo-
ple carrying on regiona or rurd tra
ditions. The concept is broadened to
include urban environments with such
publications as Cityscape, produced by
Western High School in Washington,
D.C. For liging of al projects, write
to IDEAS.

The Wheelwright’s Shop, George Sturt,
1923, $6.95 from:

Cambridge University Press

32 E. 57th Street

New York, NY 10022
An autobiographical account of oper-
ating a wheelwright shop in England in
the late 1800s, but of greater vaue as a
guide to the value of apprentice learn-
ing and learning by doing. The hook
gives a strong sense of how interdepen-
dent the designs of things become and
how much greater valued are rhe skills
of workers when there isn't so much
wedth that everything can be overdone.
So many things we do seem rude and
awkward that it's good to get a sense
of how things become more mellow
and well-fitting when enough time has
passed to work off the rough edges and
find more complete solutions to prob-
lems.

*See the Building section for al sorts
of apprentice-learning-by-doing pro-
grams such as Farallones Institute and
the Goddard Social Ecology Program.

Centering, M.C. Richards, 1962, from:
Wesleyan University Press,
Middletown, CT 06457

This book has been around for a long

time, but I only recently stumbled upon

it in Lan€'s book piles. It deds with the
real center of doing anything well--the

art of making the potter, not making the
pot. It's a modem Western equivalent to

Coomaraswamy’s The indian Craftsman

(Probsthain &Co.. 1909, out of print).

which deals with the development of a

person’s skills, faculties and depth

through a trade. Centering brings dive the

old Zen tae of the master who taught

his students everything except painting.

When their knowledge became balanced,

the painting would come.

Innovative Graduate Programs Direc-
tory, 2nd Edition, April 1976, cost
unknown, available from:

Learning Resources Center

Empire State Coflege

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
In1970-71 | published an alternate
community weekly newspaper in Miami.
Florida. We maintained a post office
box and got on many unusual mailing
lists. After the paper ceased publication,
we kept the post office box and con-
tinued to receive mail. In 1974, while
working as a researcher and community
ligison on a public tv show for older
people, | received an announcement in
the post office box proclaiming a new
master's degree program caled Com-
munity Information Specialist. My god,
1 thought, that's what | am—! never
knew what to call mysdf. And off |
went.

Now there's an easier way to find
a graduate program attuned to the
times. This Directory. It's not al-inclu-
sve, and the descriptions are incom-
plete (mostly from the college catalog),
bur it's a good place to start. The unique-
ness of the programs included (in over
200 subject areas ranging from adult
education to water resources manage-
meat) are ether graduate credit heing
given in a new field or externa degrees
in traditional fields.

While there have been guides to d-
ternate schools and colleges, this is the
first listing of experimental graduate
programs, most of them on the master's
degree level. The directory is arranged
alphabetically by name of college or
university, with a subject index referrine
you to the school with a program in
that field. (RE}
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Learning

Zephyros Education Exchange
1201 Stanyan St.
San Francisco, CA 94 117

RAIN sent down a bunch of copies for
inclusion in a Z box, and in exchange
one day came the three latest Deschool
Primers, including The Best of Zephyros:
» zillion unorthodox learning experi-
ences($19). | shared the goodies with
two friends who got so engrossed wither
of them spoke a word for the next30
minutes, i'hey are al truly maps to com-
munity and persond development. SASE
for a complete catalog. Some of our
favories are:

No Substitute for Madness. a collec-
. tion of stories, by Ron Jones.

A Child'sGarden Of SeX. written and
illuserated by Jane Speiser, 53. Be hup-
py to have it os an adult.

Your City Has Been Kidnapped,
by Ron Jones, 51.50.
Deschool Primer 15, on food, 52.50.

Finding Community: A Guide to
Community Research and 4 ction, by
Ron Jones, 53.45.

Z Box, 510, twice a year

# reacher Works

2136 N.E. 20th Ave.
Portland, OR 97212
=" 'Teacher Works began in 1971. when a
. group of Portland-area teachers decided
" to open a teacher center. That ran into
~ problems, and so from 1972-75, Teacher
‘Works orchestrated a national grassroo's
" teacher exchange of curriculum materi-
als. TW members sent in m*a*g*i*c les-
sons (things that work with kids), which
were then printed up and sent back to
"~ members twice a year in Teacher Works
in a Box. Each sheet bears an anti-copy-
right: “This material may be reproduced
by any means as often as necessary.” All
6 editions of the Box are sold out, but
The Best Of Teacher Works in a Box is
available for $5.50. Ircontains 130 les-
sons, contributed by over 100 teachers,
in a convenient 8-1/2*" by 11*" format.
Teacher Works also wants to spread
the idea of a grassroots, decentralized
exchange. The TW mailing list was sent
to al members so they could start their
“ own local exchanges, and TW has pre-
+ pared 1 packet of “how-to” information
. to get others started (available for 51).

(Trudy Johnson-Lenz)

*And there's a whale dew of things

Seed Catalog, $5.95 from:
Beacon Press
25 Beacon St.
Boston, MA 02108

Whether you're a teacher, hermit, par-
ent, administrator or librarian, you
should look this one over. 350-plus
pages of materials, organizations, idess,
devices. Emphasis is on the simpler, less
expensive teaching tools. And of course
they let their prejudices show. Astound-
ing to think of the percentage of groups
and materials listed here that didn't
exigt, say, 6 or 7 years ago. Highly re-
commended. Even though 2 years old-
I'd probably still recommend it even

3 or 4 years from now.

Free Poster Charts and Maps. 02.95
Sources of Free Teaching Materials,
$3.95 from:

Mr. Dale E. Shaffer

Library Consultant

437 Jennings Ave.

Salem, OH 44460

20 years ago | recelved a book called
1001 Free Things, which started me
cn a life of mailing for things. It has its
ups and downs. The free things are not
aways redly free-it costs us via com-
pany expenditure for PR as passed
through retaill sales. And the pamphlets,
charts, posters, would often sound like
they would come with brass bands-and

instead pieces of dul] paper would arrive.

Also there arc many good free things,
and these guide!; are obvioudy wdl-
researched. Gooastuff for class supple-
ments, visuals. attertion getters, or for
us mail fresks lnws of things to send
oursalves or friends. Most people, |
think, would feel they could at least
get their meney back from buying Mr.
Shaffer’s guides.

to give people of al ages a handshake
with their built and watural environ-
miznts. See Making the City Observ-
able in the Place section for some
clues

The Whole Kids Catalog, creazed by
Peter Cardozo, designed by Ten Menter,
1975, $5.95 from:

Bantam Books

666 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10019
Hundreds of {tems—mostly access
through mail or retail outlets, oi things
to buy, make, read, cook, think about.
The range is from free to expensive
(such as movie making equipment):
kites, puppets. science, history, photog
raphy, carpentry, gardening. pets, etc.
Seems like a pretty good image of what
a “kid” isthough maybe I'm burning
out On access to access with emphasis
on buy.

Acclimatization, Steve Van Matre, 1972,
$3.95 from:
American Camping Association
Bradford Woods
Martinsvilie, IN 46151

If you're an environmental ed teacher. a
camp counselor or naturalist, read this
book or National Geographic, April
1974. and then attend Van Matte's
workshops. It's about how crawling
around in the mud and sniffing leaves
can help get kids in touch with nature.
1saw and felt it work wonders in Min-
nesota on sgueamish city kids.
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Of course, theve is still the whole al-
ternative schools movement: people
working towards changing the institu-
tions of learning. Here is the outermost
layer of the nerwork and a few of our
very favorite resources. They will lead
you on the more in-depth stuff.

The New Schools Exchange
Pettigrew, AK 77.751

A national clearinghouse for a wide
variety of new approaches to alternative
and community education. They pub-
lish an excellent newsletter ($12/year
for 10 issues) full of articles, dialogues
and listings of people. places and re-
sources. Also a Nasienal Directory of
Alzernative Schools (112 pages) available
for $3 (or included in a subscription).
They've been around and active for
quite a while and dways have a lot to
s3y,

Applesauce, $5/yr. from:

National Alternative Schools Program

School of Education

University of Massachusctts

Amherst, MA 01002
A nice newsprint forrnat self-described
as “ablend of ideas and happenings in
alternative education,” The latest issue
included 2 mammoth resource listing
complied by Miriam Wasserman and
Linda Hutchinson of the Education
Exploration Center 11 Minneapolis. The
next issue will focus on vocational edu-
cation and some curriculum developed
by an alternative school for working
class women. They :re also working on
a’'76-"77 directory of alternative schools
which. judging fromtheir *75-'76 direc-
tory, should be worth writing for.

Edcentric, $5/year individuals, $10
institutions. from:

P.O. Box 1802

Eugene, OR 97401
A radical educational quarterly linking
educational change to the overal move-
ment for socia change. Past issues (60¢
each) have focused on sexism, Chicano

education and working class education.
Available for $1 arc specid issues: No.
3X from June 1976 is a good educational
resource guide. and No. 37, February
1976, is on public school alternatives.
Sample issues available.

No More Public School: A Mawnu.ul for
Innovators, by Hal Bennett, 1972,
$2.95 from:

The Bookworks

1409 Fifth St

Berkeley, CA 94710
I’'m more and more convinced thatl
will not be ableto put a child of mine
into public school, soi wonder about
finding or starting a good alternative.
This book gives oneideas, possibilities
and courage--particularly for a small
endeavor (5-10, 15 kids), He describes
it best himsdf: “This book tells how
to take your child out of public school
and how to educate him a home your-
sdf. It tells how to put your own school
together, which means legdities. cur-
riculum and business stuff and minding
the store once you've started. Ittells
about selutions for when you're in
trouble hut it does not flirt with
dreams for an easy Utopia”

The Parkway Program

Room 308, Stevens School

13th & Spring Garden Streets

Philadelphia, PA 19123
Schools don't have to bc in big red
brick buildings! Part of the Philadelphia
Public Schools, the Parkway Program
has classes taught by chemists in pro-
fessona labs, bankers in conference
rooms, and math in movie theaters and
city parks. Doubling up on the use of
facilitiessmaking public places less
specialized&can save energy and ma
terials in countless ways and help make
the city more vital. Students in Parkway
are chosen by lottery. with equal num-
bers from each of eight districts. Send
$1 for more information.

Rasberry Exercises: How to Start You
Own School (And Make a Book), Rab-
ert Greenway and Salli Rasberry, 1970,
$3.95 from:

Bookworks
Whenever I'm thinking about alterna-
five learning situations, 1 go back to
this book. if was one of rhe first writ-
ten and still expresses best rhe problems
of actudizing the dreams. “It's not sur-
prising that teachers who can be
clear about what free schools should be
often seemat a loss to know what to
do in them. No money for equipment.
Children partaking of new freedoms.
Everyone rejecting bad things like
knowledge, authority snd structure.
and accepting the good things like
freedom, sharing and creativity.”

Tke School in Rose Valley: A Parent
Venture iz Education, Grace Rotzel,
1971. $1.25 from:

Baltantine

201 East 50th

New York, NY 10022
This is my school!Rose Valley has been
going since the’30s—1 was there in the
‘SOS. We all wore dungarees. wrote plays
and poetry, built tree houses and solar
systems, rook bird waks and baked
Lread. The school is aiways changing,
but it's still going strong-nursery age
through 6th grade. I'm notvery ob-
jective about this book. Grace was my
science teacher and responsible for a
large part of what I'm doing and feeling
today. But it's a beauriful account of a
very fine model of what used to be
called “progressive’ and is now called
“open” education. (LdeM)

The Teacher Was the Sea, Michad S.
Kaye, 1972, $3.95 from:

Links Books

33 West 60th st.

New York, NY 10023
This is rhc story of Pacific High School--
a liveiin community of teenagers build-
ing domes, gardening, writing poetry
and generally making their way through
adolescence. 1t isinterspersed with ex-
cerpts from diaries, dialogues from
meetings and wonderful photographs.
All the agonies of alternative education
are in process here-curriculum vs. free
form. hiring/firing, student control,
discipline, holding in/letting go. |
learned a lot about alternative communi-
ty process from this hook. A very per-
sonal account.

Farallenes Scrapbook, 1971, $4 from:

Bookworks

1409 Fifth 5t.

Berkeley, CA 94710
An oldie. brt goodie, subtitled “A
Memento ad Manuai of Our Appren-
ticeship in Making Places and Changing
Spaces in Schools, at Home and Within
Ourselves.” e heard many a teacher
exclaim about its ideas—how to build
cubby hole¢s and climbing lofts, how to
make abeanbag chair, a puppet thearer,
an inflatable. Useful for innovative class
rooms and play areas for al ages and
persuasions. And, ycr, these are many
of the same folks who’ve gone on to
do the Farallones Institute mentioned
in several other sections of this book.




Careraker of these parts,

Iam an immigrant

Lost between home and everywhbere,
Needing a native to tell me the way.

What are your customs?

Do you bave families?

How do your children grow?
What work is done

By the people who live bere?
What is it like inside your bouses?
How does your food grow?

Tell me the things known tv everyone.
The names of the insects,

The trees, the mountains, the rivers,
And the roads.

What are the names of the villages?
What is the word for a man?
For a woman? For friend?
For love?
—Fitch Cady

from B.C. Alternarive

AND CATALOGS

y the last five to six years there has
een a tremendous growth of a new

ind of publication, the two most well-
nown examples being People's Yellow
ages (in various cities), and the Whole
ctreh Catalog.

.zThere now exist so many variations
r1 the two themes that distinctions be-
en cataog and directory go haywire.
In recent years libraries have begun
blishing community rescurce direc-
ies; journals like RAIN, Workbook

nd Co-Evolution Quarterly have fo-
vised on access to information, or in-
mation about information; many
agazines now include special access

: crions; newspapers publish consumer
anid service directories; conferences and
meetings are spawning catalogs/direc-
1o Ties to participants, sometimes called
pe:ople-to-people indexes.

= Pvecollected directories and catalogs
rthe lagt five or six years and now
firad it impossible to keep track of them.
Sincc | helped publish the Chinook
Centrex, a community resource cat&g
for Portland, in 1972. there have been
at least 15 directories, catalogs or guides
to Portland published. {S])

SIDME OF THE BEST ONES

Tl Vancouver Book, Chuck Davis, ed.,
$1.0.95 from:

- J.J. Douglas Ltd.

1875 Welch Street

Vancouver, BC, Canada

Thie table of contents to The Vancouver
Beiok fet oddly like a ligt | must have

" ‘The Vancouver Book is a ill shot of
¢incouver, freezing (most) al the event
/ents, systems, senses and perspectives

of a city into lists, descriptions. photos,
statistics. addresses and anecdotes.

Included is history (of each neigh-
borhood), climate, soil, trees, birds,
archaeology, architecture, lighting.
bridges, sounds, maps, tunnels, zoning,
garbage, energy, legal resources, hedth
care, magazines, comics, theaters,
bowling and cemeteries.

Chuck Davis is a lover both of maps
and lists. He is now, | hear, working on
a book of maps and, in the introduction,
relates this:

“It al started because I'm a list fresk.
When | was a kid, | remember being
more than usually interested in lists. |
read, or made up, lists of the longest
rivers, the tallest buildings, the oldest
people, the widest bridges, and so on. |
recal my father once telling me, “Char-
lie, one of these days you're going to
make up a list of al your lists” I wish
he were dill around to see how his pre-
diction has come true—and in a book,
too.”

So what do you do with a 500-page
book about Vancouver. British Colum-
bia. in Portland, Oregon?

You can think about it. Imagine
freezing, al the hubbub around you into
one large comprehensive mural/aerial
photo that alows you to see an entire
city from al perspectives (including the
wurn of a century); maybe while it's
dtting still for a minute you'll be able
to pick out where you fit in.

The Vancouver Book is some kind of
new anima. In my five years of looking
at catalogs, lists, directories, almanacs
and maps, I've not seen anything that
comes as close as The Vancouver Book
to making sense out of al the parts of

a city.

People’s Yellow Pages
Vocations for Sociad Change
Cambridge, Ma 02139

This is the first PYP published. They
have worked through many kinks. It is
“alternatives” and social change oriented
compared to The Varcouver Book,
which is more like a picture, a whole
picture.

People’s Yellow Pages,$3 from:

P.O. Box 31291

San Francisco, Ca. 94131
That they can deal with the Bay Area
is beyond me, but they are into their
fourth issue, and each one dowly in-
creases the coverage.

B.C. Alternative, $2 from:
Alternative Community Group

1520 West 6th Ave.

Vancouver, BC, Canada
‘This. along with the Vancouver Book
(odd they are both from B.C. area), are
examples of what is a natural evolution-
ary trend, the consolidatiorn of phone
book type directory with magazine and/
or whole earth catadog supplements (or
now: Ce-Evolution Quarterly). Very fine
job. Access to British Columbia.

North Idabe Access, $1.94 from:

Box 8367

Moscow, D 83843
There you go, proving that you don’t
need cities to have need of a yellow
pages; these people have created a love-
ly guide to services, goods, food, rivers,
history, legal aid, libraries, art galleries,
and on and on. If you have friends there,
if you plan to vigt, if you want to know
what the beautiful boot filled with
mountains is doing




Whole City Catalog, $1.95 from:

Synapse
4307 Locust St.
Philadelphia, Pa. 19104

“This catalog provides access to in-
formation. It is a community revival
manual. Through sharing information.
we gain power. By using it, we can
return the control of communities to
those who live and work within them.
Through our lack of awareness and
involvement we have lost this control.
We have allowed, and in fact encour-
aged, the institutionalism of our lives.
Our direction must now he away from
dependence on large institutions and
toward direct participation in solving
problems and building self-determined
communities.”

*Here arc some unusual twists also cov-
ered elsewhere in the book: Philadel-
phia Area Green Pages: A Handbook
of Tools, Information and Reseurces
for the Greening Of Philadelphia by
the Pennsylvania Horticulture Socicty
—see Energy Conserving Landscape.

Part of the Earth Catalogs

The Vancouver Book is probably the
best model of aregional access catalog;
also notable are:

British Columbia Access, Box 5688,
Station F, Vancouver, BC. Canada

Carologue, access to North Carolina.
Box 3337. College Station, Durham,
NC 27702.

New England Catalog, 1973, Pequot
Press (out of print)

Puger Sound Access. No longer in
print; may be in a library or somewhere.
It’s a lovely part of the earth sensing
catalog. as you'll see if you find if.

[+ 2+

LIBRARY COMMUNITY
RESOURCE DIRECTORIES

A cataog librarian’s delight. Through
layout. ssimple geographic keys, choice
headings, the catadlog comes close to
making a city observable.

And Everything fer Everybody for a
free-for-all catalog sort of newspaper
in New York City. See Sharing and
Gathering pages.

There are an increasing number of re-
source directories betng published by
libraries, illustrating one of the new

Some Other People’s

Yellow Pages

Ann Arbor People's Yellow Pages
Community Switchboard

621 E. William

Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Kansas City People’s Yellow Pages
3950 Rainbow Blvd.
Kansas City, K5 66103

Los Angeles People’s Yellow Pages
P.O. Box 24 B15
Loas Angeles, CA 90024

Madison People’s Yellow Pages
Communications Network
953 Jenifer Street

Madison, Wi 53703

Meontreal People’s Yellow Pages
EGG Publisting

P.0O. Box 10D, Station G
Montreal, (y1ebec, Canada

Morgantoun People’s Yellow Pages

Alternative Vocations and Lifestyle Center

West Virginia University
Morgantown, WV 26506

Narth Careling Carologue
P.0. Box 3337
Durham, NC 27702

Ogden, Utab, People’s Yellow Pages
P.O. Box 9064
Ogden, UT 84409

Santa Cruz People’s Yellow Pages
Basement Roots Library

314 Laurel St.

Santa Cruz, CA

Seattle People’s Yellow Pages
Metrocenter

909 4th Ave.

Seattle, WA 98104

Syracuse People’s Yellow Pages
Syracuse Peace Council

924 Burnet Ave.

Syracuse, NY 13203

Tucson People’s Yellow Pages
New West Trails

745 East Fifth St.

Tucson, AZ 85719

Tuis: People's Resource Catalog
P.Q. Box 3243
Tulsa, DK 7410t

Washington DC Gazette Guide
1739 Connecticut Ave.,, NW,, No. 2
Washington, DC 20009

People’s Yellow Pages are often very
locally oviented, and so many may not
have responded to a mailing we did (s
locate existing resource catalogs,

The following cities bave bad, may
stitl bave, People’s Yellow Pages. Write
ta Steve Jobnsorn, ¢/o RAIN, if you
want address:

Minneapolis, Buffalo Boulder,
Cleveland, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Berke-
ley, New Haven, Honolulu, New York
City, Atlanta; Portland, Oregon, and
Portland, Maine; Milwaukee, Wisconsin;
Chapel Hill, North Carolina; Belling-
bam, Washington; Bristol, Connecticut;
Ithaca, New York; Venice and Lakeside,
California; Tempe, Avizona, and
Providence, Rbode Island.

focuses of libraries in accessing com-
munity resources. Here are a couple of
the best we've seen:

Eugene Contact: A Directory af Com-
munity Information Resources, from:
Special Libraries Association
University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97324
This directory seems to me tobe a good
example of an intermediate step a li-
brary can take if it doesn't want to get
involved in the role of social service
information and referral. Its orientation
is on information resources and not ser-
vices.

Open Dallas, Discover Your City, $2.75
from:

The Dallas Public Library

1954 Commerce

Dallas, TX 75201
The Ddlas library is “nc of the most
active community information oriented
libraries in the country Several years
ago they published very nice newsprint
format access guides and now havz
published this 280-page directory to
Dallas

Help. for Citizens ¢f Wake County
Wake County Public Libraries
Raleigh, NC 27611

This and the Kalamazoo County direc-

tory arc representative of comprehen-

sible guides to social services and or-
ganizations.

Directory of Community Resources in
Kalamazoo County

Kalamazoo Public Library

315 South Rose St.

Kalamazoo, M| 49006



Service Maps

I've seen two examples of publishing
aresource directory in a map format
and found it an intriguing cencept.

A Map of Berkeley, California, pub-
lished by Idea-Research-Information-
System; and Yeutk Services Resource
Guide, 2929 SE. Powell, Portland, OR
97202.

Newspaper Directory

For scveral years now the Portland
Scribe has published the ““Cizy Survival
Page,” a one-page listing of 250 or so
groups and services. A useful format

and resource to consider, especially if
you are in a small town or might not

he able to come up with a whole book,
(Portlaird Scribe, 215 S.E. 9th. Portland,
OR97214.)

Guides to the City

Guides often associated with business
organizations. like Chambers of Com-
merce, have been published for quite
some time. They very often emphasize
the well-known and -worn cast of usual
highlights and restaurantsand shops.
There have beensome better ones pub-
lished. A good job was done by the
Citizens' Planning and Housing Associa-
vion of Baltimore: AnInformal Guide
toa Livelier Baltimore, $2.50 from:
330 North Charles Street, Baltimore
MD 21201

Dumping Places
@l . There are at least two examples of

dumping places in the country, both of
them extinct now. The concept is ill
something to think about. Both “Dump-
ing Place” and “New Life Environmental
Design Network” served for a while as
distribution points for other people's
flyers and brochures. Rather than doing
a magazine, editing, reviewing and all
that, these collectives served as central-
ized distribution points. therefore allow-
‘ng ‘people to speak -with-the* format.
graphics. color of paper they wanted,
but with distribution and packaging
handled by the collectives.

See Women and Health for a good
example of one being donc by the Bos-
ton Women's Health Book Coliective.
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WANT TO

DO ONE?

1) Grab some things with indexes
(such as a Sears catalog, phone com-
pany ydlow pages, Dewey Decimal
catalog, other People's Yelow Pages,
Whole Earth Catalog). Make a list of
which things you want to find out
about.

2) Take stock of what you do know,
with help of friends and a map of the
area you're working with.

3) Find out what resource guides
exist. Check with loca United Good
Neighbon-is there a social service
coordinating agency? Hotline and
crisis centers often have extensive file
systems. Think of the various agencies
that may have compiled lists for “in
office” use. (It is best to assume there
is a list, maybe partial or outdated,
for most any subject you're trying to
access.) Easter Sed Society, Welfare,
Community Health Nursing Associa-
tions, Legal Aid, are dl likely to have
lists and/or directories.

4} Library. That is where you'll find
lots of what you need. Make a list of
periodicals/newspapers in your area by
checking in the library (double check
by touting any bookstore. etc) If pos-
sible, subscribe to several and clip and
index. And don't forget newsletters.
Many are free or near free and will help
‘keep you up to date.

Also at the library. go through ref-
mvence book section finding such things
:as state manufacturing guides, checklist
iof state pubhcations, other national
iand local directories. (If your library
1is small, ask the librarian about the
state library or inter-library loan.)

5) City-County-State Government
?hone directories bresk down bureau-
cracies into individual job titles. This
can pe a great aid to finding out wh.o
iwows what.

6) Outlin: what radio and television
j>rograms (obviously the news) are
Tikely to point you to other resources.

7) Use mailed questionnaires only
when necessary. They are not always
prroductive, and it s important to be ex-
prosed in person to surprises—finding
glate keepers who know the city like the
back of their hand (or just one subject
or geographic ares).

8) Use public transportation. Map
outsome routes Take tape recorder.
1Try for example recording every sign
yrou see. Take it back to friends and
sec what they know about the places.

9) Bookstores. Check them gut.
Fispecially in recent years, there have
Ereen many city guides published, eg.,

guides to restaurants, second hand
stores. places to go.

10) Universities. Often directly
through departments, or action pro-
grams (like University Year in Action)
there’'s much compiled information
about your region. Find out about spe-
cial study areas and what research mighy
be going on related to your accessing
search-especially contact: sociology,
urban affairs, population research,
educational activities offices.

11) Federal Information Centers.
Every contact I've had with this net-
work of federal employees has been
positive. Somehow have managed to
find people who love to figure out the

bureaucracy. (Also get a copy of U.S
Government Organization Manual. U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washing-
ton. D.C. 20452, $5.75).

12} Polk City Directory. Used to
be before phones they published the
only directory to businesses and resi-
dents. Still useful. Ligtings tend to be
more extensive than phone book.
(Available in libraries).

13) Hidtorical Societies. In order to
know what a thing is you should know
wha? it has been. Nothing stays the
sarne.

14) Pianning Agencies. Especialy in
recent years most areas have compre-
hensive planning associations. They
and county/city bureaus of planning
are likely to have a valuable, pretty
unique collection of loca environ-
mental and urban resources, often in
map and geographic or subject area
studies.

15) Bulletin Boards. Figure out wher
some important ones are. Laundromats,
schools, and watch the printed bulletin
board-the various advertising & classi-
fied advertising vehicles,

16) With you and by the phone, keeh
track of specialties privaie languages,
e.g. abbreviations.

17) Ask people if they've seen any-
one walking around with index cards
who seems to know a little about every-
thing-and who just keeps showing up.

Putting Together a People’s Yellow
Pages, 50¢ from:
Vocations for Social Change
353 Broadway
Cambridge, Ma. 02139




CATALOGS

Alternative America

Richard Gardner

Box 134

Harvard Square

Cambridge, MA 02138
Richard Gardner has been trying his
best =0 keep track of non-profit, social
change, alternative groups in the coun-
try for several years. This book is a
newsprint version of the mailing list
he has accumulated of about 5,000
groups in the country.

Source Catalogs
P.O. Box 21066
Washington. DC 20009
The Source Collective now renamed
Resources for Community Change pub-
lished a couple of the most successful
national access catalogs:
Communications, $1.75.
Communities/Housing, $2.95.
Health, 55,95,
These are excellent resources.

Gay Yellow Pages
Renaissance House
Box 292, Village Station
New York, N.Y.

$5/%10 for 4 issues. Quarterly.

Organic Directory. 52.95 from:
Rodale Press
Emmaus, PA 18049
Health Food/natural food outlets, or-
ganic growers, etc.

National Divectory of Hotlines & Youth
Crisis Centers

National Exchange

51 37sh Ave. N.E.

Minneapolis, MN 55421
$3.00. There are hundreds of them. (Last
one | saw was two years ago, S0 may be
outdated)

New Directions far Veterans

P.O. BOX 865

Lawrence, KS 66044
In process. Sections on education and
learning. Changes needed in the VA,
men’s consciousness, spiritual growth.
veterans in prison, a nationwide skills-
ideas-friendship exchange network.
Wriic to Lawrence Morgan,

Prisoner’s Yellow Pages

Outmates

P.0. Box 174

Storrs, CT 06268
By state hundreds of groups working
with prisoners. Literature, job assistance,
etc,

Northwest Trade Directory, 1976, $3.10
from:

118 N. Bowdoin Place

Seattle, WA 98103
This is an excelent model ~f a way to
make a network of conr:.. or interest,
an economic structure +:sible. The in-
formation about food co-ops, small
scae trading and trucking groups. and
organic food growers was gathered the
hard (easy anid rich) way by several
people journeying throughout the
northwest. The colors. indexing and
format are aso a delight.

Alternative Celebrations Catalogue,
3rd edition, 1975, $3.75 from:

Alternatives

1924 E. Third

Bloomington, IN 47401
The catalog is a directory ”” small scae,
often non-profit making crafts people,
and resource listings of places and ways
t" celebrate holidays while spending
l=gs money and resources. A darting
point for simplifying life style. Inquire
about newsletter and resource packets.

The Mariner’s Catalog, Vol. | ($4.95),
Vol. 11 ($4.95), Vol. I {($5.95), Vol. IV

(1976, $6.95) from: _
International Marine

21 Elm St

Camden, ME 04843
Whole Earth Catalog of the sea. Even if
you're landlocked. The catalog is more
than just hardware: it is history, shores,
lore. Indexing/design ideal for either
browsing or research. Ask also about
other publications.

People’s Almanac, Diavid Wailechinsky
and Irving Wallace, 1975, $7.95 from:

Doubleday & Co.

245 Park Ave.

New York, NY 10017
This may be the fattest paperback in
existence (1500 pages, over 2 inches
thick) Adolph Hitler owned 8.960
acres in Colorado. The traditional
listing oi countries round the world also
ligs large corporations: International
Telephone & Telegraph. population
438,000. Also lists who rules, fol-
lowed by who really rules. They
have thought of many unanswered
questions and answered some of them.
A listing of neglected scientists.

Sports oddities. It seems like
another Whole Earth outgrowth and is
maybe a new genre in itself. Nearly
a month later I'm dtill finding different
pockets, unusual slants and inventories.
They expectto update: Peap!=’s Al-
manac, P.O. Box 49328, Los Angeles.
CA 90049.

The Goodfellow: Catalog of Wonderful
Things and The Goodfellow Newsletter
P.O. Box 4520
Berkeley, CA 94704
The catalog is a lovely book; the crafts
look loved and individua (though I've
had no experience ordering). Prices sure-
ly comparable to other handcrafted
items. The newsletter is designad
to keep people up ¢a other craf: news
around the country. fain and skows,
especidly in Cdifornia, but aso nation-
a. Letters, book reviews, craft grants.
$4.50 a year.

The MARNERS (TAL0G

Land-sailing boats from The Sailing Boat.




Last Whole Earzh Catalog, 1971, $5
from:
Box 428
Sausalitn, CA 94965
It is never old hat, ¢ was recently re-
minded, when | looked through it and
realize:: how many, many things I first
found out about in the WEC. And-
Whkole Earth Epilog (1974, $4)—swin-
ming up and cacching up with several
years of non-publishing of the WEC.
# And till keeping up is Co-Evolution
Quarterly, $8/year from the same ad-

£ dress. See review in A.T. section.

Real Time, Nos. 1 and 2, John Brock-
man and Edward Resenfeld, $3.95
each from:
Anchor/Doubleday

245 Park Ave.

New York, NY 10017
Two very good indexes to ideas and
publications on the cuter reaches of
psychic science and exploration.

Explorers Ltd. Sourcebook, Alwyn T.
Perein, ed., 1973, $4.95 from:

Harper and Row

10 East 53rd

New York. NY 10022
Thisisthe Whole Earth Catalog for
resources about recreation, nomadics,
adventure, boating, maps, fishing,
weather. Many points for the easy read-
ing format.

Canadian Whole Earth Catalog

You'll probably have to find this in a
library or used book store. If you do,
hang on to it. The ones done on shelter,
food and hedth were probably the best
single access resources in those areas.

O/d Glory, The Amazing Life Games
Co., 1973, $4.95 from:

Warner Rooks

75 Rockefeller Plaza

New York. NY 10019
A catalog of theoral history movement.

The Jewish Cataivg, Michadi Strassfeld,
1973, $5 from:
Jewish Publications of America
1528 Wanut St
Philadzlphia, PA 19102
A very inreresting guide to Jewish cul-
ture and r. ligion, with articles as well as
access.

The Energy Primer, 1975, $4.50 from:
Portola Institute
540 Santa Cruz Ave.
Menlg Darls, CA 94025

Comprehensive, fairly technical book
about rencwable forms of energy-solar,
wind. water and biofuels.

Spectrum, An Alternative Techrology
Equipment Directory, 1975, $2 from:
Alternative Sources of Energy
Rt. 2, Box #0A
Milaca, MN 56353

A catalogstyle sourcebook on a.t.pro-
ducis available from manufacturers.
The first of many such catalogs. See
the Appropriate Technology section for
complete coverage.

New Women’s Survival So#rcebook,
Susan Rennie and Kirsten Grimsiad,
1975, $5 from:

Alfred A. Knopf

201 East 50th

New York, NY 10022
A very large blend of the Whole Earth
Catalog and People's Yellow Pages. This
is an update from their earlier Catalog
(1973).

Women Behind Bars, $1.75 from:
Resources for Community Change
P.O. Box 21066
Washington, DC 20009

This is a good hybrid of cataog, or-

ganizing manua and directory to groups

doing it.

Oregon Women’s Resource Guide,
1976, $3 from:
Continuing Education Publications
P.O. Box 1491
Portland, OR 97207
A useful model of a guide that :includes
Some article/essay information as well
as a directory to women's resources.
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The Performing 1. ts Index, 1976, 50¢
from:

Contact Center

1005 N.W. 16th

Portland. OR 97210
An amazicg collection of 750 listings
of performers, instructors and support
services for dance, music, poetry ar-
tieater. Frustrating "cause ir’s so quickly
out of date (the drawbacks of print?)
but a model for other places. 1t's funded
each year by a Performing Arts Mara-
thon—24 hours a day for over a2 weck -
What a good uime! Put together by Tode
Oshin and Wayne Waits.

Intermedia

Century City Educational Arts

Project

10508 W. Pico Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90064
Harley Lond keeps on top of a weird,
ever-changing world of artists. film-
makers, correspondence artists and
others who escape classfication. fnzer-
media is published quarterly with some
articles and lots of good access.

Image Bank

I only gorto see this directory for five
minutes, long enough to know there
can’t be too many others like it.
Imagine a directory to people and
images they either have orare looking
for. Buckles the imagination. Sorry,
but it's out of print.

*The Grassroots Primer (Sierra Club
Books) has 2 good and derailed descrip-
tion of environmentalty-related groups.
See review in Community Building.

*There are a whole bunch of catalogs
connected with Learning. Somewhere
Else, New Schools Exchange, Seed
Catalog, Whole Kids Catalog. See the
Learning section for the complete scoop.
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The Publish It Yoursel” Handbook:
Literzry Tradition and How To. $4.00,
Editcd by Bill Hender son.

Pushcart Book Press

Yonkers. N.Y. 10701

In December, 1972, a group of authors
demonstratedon New York's Fifth Ave.
prorating the inefficient distribution
methods of commercial publishers. The
authors sold their own books from push-
carts.

A unique collection of the history of
print-it-yourself, famous and not-so-
famous persons and groups. Includes the
experiences of Anais Nin, Leonard &
Virginia Woolf, Stewart Brand. [t is
more a history and experiential text
thar how to, though scattered through-
out and the last 20 pages is how te do it.

News Priut Co-Op
¢/o Theatre Project
45 West Preston St.
Baltimore, MD 21201

liot really a regiona magazine but an
interesting concept in print distribution.
12cople pay very cheap amounts for
sipace (quarter of tabloid seems about
awverage) wherein they can advertise,
jorint their poetry, their small magazines,
lyers, etc. The co-op, a person at this
jroint, does layout and design. Might be
i1 model for times when paper and ener-
£y get short. Send $1 for sample.

Alternatives in Print. 59.45 from:
Glide Publications
“390 Ellis St
San Francisco. CA 94102
Along with COSMEP, this is a biblio-
graphic search and find compilation of
small press publications, usualy not
listed in Books in Print, etc.

COSMEP (Committee of Small Maga-
tie Editers and Publishers)

P.0. Box 703

San Francisco, CA 94101
Especidly a network for publishers of
literature in its various facets and dis-
guises. The COSMEP newdetter tries to
keep track of small magazines and book
publishers. For 520 membership now
you can also get their series of booklets
on: distribution, library and booksales,
printing, promotion, finances and mis-
cellania, production/design. All of these
are useful, quite good introductions.
COSMEP dso produces extensive mail-
ing lists for small publishers, including
bookstores, libraries, etc.

Dustbooks

P.O. Box 1056

Paradise, CA 95969
For about 10 years Len Fulton and
friends have kept track of the rich de-
luge of sdf-published books, smdl cir-
culation magazines, basement literary
and low budget publishers. Most of the
work focuses on literature, poetry. arts,
s0 should be supplemented with things
like the Alternative Press Index, RAIN,
Co-Evolution Quarterly, etc.

Resource books include: Internation-
al Directory of Little Magazines and
Swmall Presses ($5.95); Small Press Rec-
ord of Books ($4.50); and, to keep
on aregular basis, Swall Press Review.
$6/vr. individual, 510 institution.

These are allinformatioc.n access resource
magazines which we find useful time
and rime again. Be sure to aso check
out these favorites reviewed elsewhere:
Co-Evolution Cuarterly (p. 9, SO), Self-
Reliance (p.57, 5) and our very own
RAIN (p. 9, 243).

Workbook, $7 /year students, $10
individuals, $20 ingtitutions, monthly,
from:

Southwest Research and information

Center

P.O. Box 4524

Albuquerque, NM 87106
Workbook is aninformation access
journal similar in format to RAIN, but
dealing principally with social injustice
and reform-prisoners. women and gay
rights, privacy of information, farm
workers and union organizing, as well
as more general topics.

Mother Jones, $12/year from:

1255 Portland Place

Boulder, CO 80302
I redly like this magazine. At first 1
didn't because it seemed like another
“with it" new age bandwagon sdlickic.
But now ! look forward to it each
month. It's fairly poiitically oriented—
I wept this month on the story of the
assassination of Chilean Orlando Leteli-
er and Ronni Moffit of the Institute
for Policy Studies. it dso has movie
reviews, RAIN-type blurbs, exposés
on economics, nuclear power and in-
surance, and interviews with the likes
of Robert Pirsig, Robert Altman and
Par Coemmoner. Denise Levertov is
ii; 1 poctry editor. They seem to be
tapped into some networks 1 haven't
seen much on before now. Single issues
are $1.

doing it! Bi-monthly, $10/y¥, from:

Box 303

Worthington, OH 43085
This fat (80 pp.) new magazine looks
like a good one. Their emphasis is on
urban alternatives. Some articles are on
groups which arc becoming old hat, like
Briarpatch, New Games and the Insti-
tute for Local Sdf-Reiance (each time
you say it more people find out about
them), but lots of new things (for us)
too—a community loft in NYC and the
“grey rabbit” bus lines. Articles cover
things in much more depth than we at-
tempt to do, while access info is given.




New Age Journal, monthly, $6/year
from:

32 Station Street

Brookline Village, MA 02146

East-West Journal, monthly, $%/vear
from:

29 Farnsworth St

Boston, MA 02210
Two journals serving the recent ground-
swell of interest in spiritually-oriented
activities. New Age focuses more on
practical. active manifestations of right

nn the spiritual communities. Both give

011,

:_'Maii;e Times
;- 41 Main St
Topsham, ME 04086

Weekly, $12/yr. W€ ve been reading the
Maine Times for several months naw
and find it 1” be a delightful mix of en-
“vironmental, entertainment and local
ews ¢! what's happening in Maine.
Even tue display and classfied ads are
enjoyable-how many publications car-
ry advertisements for wood stoves and
.-sewerless toilers? In dl, very well done.

-High County News

. 148 N Seventh St

Lander, Wyo. 82520

“7:$10/yr. A unique blend of environ-
mental issues affecting ldaho. Montana,
Wyoming. Tiiah and Colorado, and
sensitivity .o defining an area’s com-
.mon concerns, traditions, unique life
support systems

Colorado Express
Box 18213, Capitol Hill Station
Denver, CO 80218

| Boulder area

livelinood, while East-West focuses more

access to groups, events and other goings

.. Published semi-annually. 510 for 2 years. $3.00 each. A cata-
“-» loging format with outdoor mountains and rivers emphasis.
2~ Mogt issues continuation of access to wilderness equipment.
“w Guide to restaurants in Colorado, vii. Issue No. 1was catalog
. 'of food, transportation, care and recreation in the Denver/

Mother Eartk News, $8.00/year,
monthly, from:

P.O. Box 70

Hendersonville, NC 28739
Seems like most everyone knows this
one, maybe nor on the level of Mary
Hartmann or frisbees, but TMEN has
reached cutmore successfully o the
multitudes, rather than just a smal
counter-culture mob, than most any
other “aternatives’ journal. They
usually have a good access section.

Blair and Ketchem's Country Journal
139 Main St.
Brattlebore, VT 05301

$10/yr. (12 issues). | don't think it's

just my love for New England that makes

makes me enjoy this magazine so much.
And it isn't just the beautiful photos
(many of them in color) ot the fine
drawings. The articles are right-on:
country vets and doctors, grape vines as
air-conditioners, wildflowers, garden
tools, guinea fowl, cross-country skiing
and log cabins. But it's more than that.

A sense of place and roofs. the spirit
of regional self-reitance and cooperation
that's getting closer. It's not your
usual back-to-the-lander at al. It's = hit
fancier than that-done by people who

have been living this way for genera-
tions. A must for anyone in the North-
cast. Of interest for anyone involved in
place. (LdeM)

North County Anvil

Box 37

Millville, MN 55957

Articles, photos, poems, book reviews, with emphasis on
the North Country—but much application elsewhere. More
politica and rura and funkier (on newsprint for example) than
Earth Journal. Things like: alternative sources of energy per-
sons: Don & Abby Marier; threshing in Wisconsin, survival

Regio

92

The Elements, $7/year individuals, $15
institutions, monthly from:

1901 Que Street

Washington, DC 20009
Published by the Transnational Insti-
tute (anerher arm of the Institute for
Policy Studies), The Elements iscon-
cerned with the use and misuse of re-
sources worldwide—energy, food and
metals as they relate to weapons, fer-
ulizers and international economic
cartels.

Regional publications are important
bell-weathers. We read them avidly. The

L folluwing are some especially nice rep-
- vesentative ones. If you know Of any

(especially from the south) yeu think
we'd enjoy, please send a sample our
way.

nal Publications

Earth Journal

Minnesota Geographic Society

1501 s. 4th St

Minneapolis, Minn. 55404
A bi-monthly with some emphasis on
the North Country. From geography 1”
the tac and back to planis and geogra-
phy; living on a smal planet. $3/yr,
75¢ an issue.

Seriatim—Journal Of Ecotopia,$9/year
in the Northwest, 512 elsawhere, quar-
terly from

Seriatim

P.O. Box 117

McMinnville, OR 97128
Seriatim does exist now, and rhe first
issue contains 96 pages of ariicles by or
on Ernest Callenbach, Joel Schatz, log-
ging, the ORE Plan. energy conserva-
tion, natura farming, etc. If doesn't
seem to bring much new light on the
topics it covers or “pen new territories,
but hopefully that will happen as it de-
velops.

program for unemployed; Wounded Knee, art and community.
$4.50/yr., 6 issues.




ACCESS AND RESEARCH

SOME SOFT AND SLOW RULES

* There is a list or hibliography about
everything until you make a new one.

* A resource person or gatekeeper is
worth a thousand books.

* |f you have a reason io find it, and
the research is not just academic, you
will find what you are looking for.

#* All research is bared on asking the
right question to the right person at
the right time.

+ Most disciplines and specidties are
cross-referenced, and all you have to
do is find your way into the network.

* The book you are thinking of doing
already exists.

* Listen to the language

* Research is not finding every-
thing that has ever been written about
something but just learning how to
think about something,

* If you think you have created a new
kind of service, or a solution to a

problem, someone else thought that

awhile back or is just now thinking it.

GENERAL REFERENCE/
RESEARCH BOOKS

Guide to Reference Books, Constance
M. Wincheli, 1967, $15 from:
American Library Association
50 East Huron St
Chicago, IL 60611
This has long been the basic reference
text for librarians. Very complete, not
for beginner or casual researcher.

NACLA Research Methodology Guide,
$1 from:
North American Congress on Latii
America
P.O. Box 226
Berkeley, CA 94701
or
P.O. Box 57
Cathedral Station
New York, NY 10025
This is a guide focused on doing research
of American power structure.

Where It’s At, Jill Hamber, $1 from:
New England Free Press
791 Tremont S,
Boston, MA 02118
Similar to the NACLA research guide
with more focus on community or-
ganizing.

Introduction to Reference Work.
William A. Katz, 1974, 59.95 from:

McGraw-Hill

1221 Ave. of the Americas

New York, NY 10036
There are twa volumes to this work.
I've only seen number one, which stands
out from the other guides by having
more annotated descriptions of refer-
ence works. For the averagely serious
researcher.

Finding Facts Fast, Alden Todd, 1972,
$2.50 from:

William Morrow & Co.

105 Madison Ave.

New York, NY 10016

For price and sendtivity to a
range of users, this is one of the best
introductions to reference tools. It re-
minds you of common sense routes to
information resources. picking out the
most widdy useful texts. You'll need
other access tools when redly digging
into local resources, hut for what gen-
eraly can be found in many libraries,
this is a good guide.

HOW TO KEEP TRACK
OF INFORMATION

Afer five years of trying to keep
track of information. using mos: every
form of filing system I’ve come across
(I cry to reorganize at least every three
months, with the feeling this one 15 the
one that will work), I've given op. There
seermn to he only a couple of ways that
redly help: (1) use the information, and
then what you need will dways he re-
trievable, and (2} publish a newsletter
like RAIN which can function as a filing
system.

Most anyone who gets involved in
information exchange (though they
may be conscioudy caling it something
else) and community organizing inevit-
ably find themselves scribbling down
names of contact people, information
resources, ideas and lists of things to do.

Most dl systems of keeping track of
information have built-in difficulties
and limitations. The most effective sys
tem will grow out of your work. Don’t
set up an elaborate system as a first job.
Let it st for a while, and a pattern will
probably emerge.

SOME IDEAS

Notebooks: Rainbow Flute and Randy
Skoog, two Northwest courier types,
keep notebooks. Rainbow Flute's is a
kind of regional novel or journey in
which people convey messages to others
by writing in the notebook. The overal,
tin:e-lapsed effect is beautiful; to see
messages hack and forth, in each per-
son’s handwriting and layout. Randy’s
contains sections of most used refer-
ences (addresses of contacts, etc.) as
well as current notekeeping.
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Keyword record keeping: Rhoda taught
(is teaching) me this technique of keep-
ing track of conversations. Rather than
attempt to copy things verbatim, listen
to the language and pick out key
phrases. it reminds me of the Poe pro-
ject which was an attempt to devise
forms to fill out for the dissemination
of information about scientific research;
based upon the notion that a large per-
centage »f what we say is redundant
filler while our mind is thinking, and
transitional phrases. So don't listen to
things like, “Well. then. | think we
ought to. .”” or “I was thinking the
other day.. . or “People have always

"

.,etc.

Three by five cards. For most informa
tion tracking you might as well start
with four by six, since this will alow
you to make changes. After some play-
ing around with keysort cards (see be-
low), | krep coming back to smply
card index files, | think because my
focus of aitention changes, and a card
index file is a cheap investment and
easy to change. Small metal tabs that
:come in many colors, which can be used
to interfile information you may want
o retrieve separately, are a good invest-
“lent.

One useful technique 1 have used
ith card index files is to prepare sep-
rate |igts that in effect can cross-refer-
nce the information. For example, on
he card index file you may file by the
ame of the person, but what if that
person is with a group that you are
searching for a contact within and you

ot

If you number each card and then pre-
pare a list of group names with corre-
sponding numbers you can retrieve it

Keysort cards: In a keysort system, one
-~ card is made for each item in a collec-
tion. All the elaborative information is
on the card, and the cards are indexed
% by means of notches around the edge of
=+ the card. A code is set up prior to enter-
;. ing information, and each subject head-
. ing is represented by a hole in the card.
The terms under which the item is to
be indexed are decided upon and the
holes which represent each term are
notched. When a needle is passed
through the deck of cards, notched
items will fall to the table or floor.

There has been much experimenta-
tion with keysort cards, in the design
= of subject headings. for example, using
~ modified zipcodesas a way of setting
»* up geographical indexes. People have
= also experimented with making their
> ownkeysort cards, rather than buying
% them from manufacturers.

can't remember the name of the person?

Jaybird, a centra Washington rural
resources network, in collaboration with
Bob Wallace, developed some cards
using recycled data processing cards.
Jaybird distributes these cards to thirty
or so groups in the Northwest, giving
each group a small, cheap information
center on rural resources and alterna
tive, small-scale food groups in the
Northwest.

By severa reports, keysort cards
work effectively up to 3-400 records.
Beyond that it is difficult to keep con-
trol over the cards. They are aways
“out of order,” and, especialy when
used under crisis and fast retrieval Situ-
aions, the file turns into a crazy jug-
gling act.

Map and file: The Recycling Switch-
board in Portland used a keysort card
system up to a couple of years ago,
when they found it did not quite serve
their purpose. They roost often needed

Bob Hope has a house full of his files
of old jokes. He moved out into another
house when the files took over his old
one. He never throws anything away.

On March 7.1, 1947, the New York Po-
lice Department received a call from
someone who said he thought a man
was dead in an old-fashioned brown-
stone mansion on New York's fashion-
able upper Fifth Avenue. Upon entering
the mansion, police were overcome with
the stench of garbage and confronted
by piles of trash. One man, Homer
Collyer, was found dead. The police
tunneled their way through layers of
garbage and, nineteen days iater, found
Collyer's brother. If took the New York
Sanitation Department five months to
shovel out al the junk, including twelve
tons of old newspapers, seventeen
pianos, the useless parts of thirty aban-
doned automobiles, magazines dating
al the way back to the 1890s, and the
remains of meals of two iifctimes.

From: The Incredible Collectors, Bil!
Carmichad, 1973, $1.25 from:
Warner Paperback
75 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10019

F. Scott Fitzgerald went through a
period in 1935-1236 when he made list!
of everything he could think of in an
effort to give his life a semblance of
order-lists of popular soags, of girls
he had known, of the kings of England
and France.
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to know where a recycling certer was
in relation to rhe person caling in for
information. A map with variously-
colored dots for kinds of centers and
services seems to work. A map in rela-
tion to a list or card file is a good way
of beginning to visualize a network of
people and information.

Optical coincidence, uniterm, peekaboo:
There are a variety of smple systems
(which again can be bought or hand
made) that work on the principle of
subject heading cards for each area you
are concerned with, on which numbers
assigned to individua entries are cited,
by merely a list of the numbers. a
matrix of numbers and letters (allow-
ing more entries on any one subject
card), or by, in some cases, actua citing
of the documents by lining up punched-
out dots. (This has. | hear, cven been
expanded to a -nethod involving laser
beams.)

SOME RESOURCES

Methods of Information Handling,
Charles P. Bourne, 1963, $17.75 from:
John Wiley and Sons
605 Third Ave.
New York, NY 12016
A good overview with emphasis on
small-scale record keeping.

Information Storage and Retrieval
Systems for Individual Researchers.
Gerald Jahoda, 1970, $12.73 from:

Wiley-Interscience Books

605 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10016

The Resource File, from:
Information and Referral Services
Administration on Aging
U.S. Dept. of Health, Education and
Welfare
Washington, DC 20201
Part of their “Interstudy’ research on
information and referral services in the
country.

Indecks

Arlington, VT 05250
The primary distributor of keysort cards
systems. They will do specia orders
and have a funny newsletrer.

Community Information Specialist
Program

University of Toledo

Toledo, OH 43606
Lynn Cooper and Sally Taber recently
did an interesting paper on cheap filing
and indexing systems. The paper may
be modified and eventualy be pot out
by the Nationa Self Help Resource
center.
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INTERESTING AND USEFUL
TOOLS
. (Lnok for them in the library)

There are four basic publishers of refer-
ence books in the U.S.:

Gade Research Company

1400 Book Tower

Detroit, MI 48226
They publish such wonders as Exncyclo-
pedia OF Associations, Directory of
Special Libraries and Information
Centers, and National Directery of
Newsletter and Reporting Services.

H.W. Wilson Company

950 University Ave.

Bronx, NY 10452
Wilson publishes some of the more
esoteric ones, as well as Readers Guide
to Periodical Lirerature and Biography
Index.

American Library Association

50 East Huron St.

Chicago, 1. 66611
They pubiish many reference guides
aimed at librariars, but also yeference

works generally appiicable like: A Afuiii-

media Approach to Children's Litoru-
ture, Reference BOOKS for Smail und
Medium-Sized Libraries, A Guide zg
Selection Of Computerbased Science
and Technologyy Refererce Sevpices in
the U.S.A.

R.R. Bowker

1180 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10036
They publish Library Journa, Publish-
ers Weekly, Books in Print, Audiovisual
Market Place, Bowker Annual Of Li-
brary and Book Trade fuformation, and
School Library Journal. Some of these
are regulars around the RAINhouse.
Books in Print we use most often for its
list of publishers {also to do this book!)
A set costs $69.95. so talk a friendly
bookstore into giving you their old set
wher ey get their updated one each
year. Publishers Weekly is a good,
though sometimes exhausting, way of
finding out what's being printed in the
U.S. Usudly oniy has well-established
publishers. $25 a year-this is the only
magazine we subscribe to.

e

Oxford English Dictionary

Oxford University Press

1600 Politt Drive

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
$75 for acompact edition with magni-
fying glass. Tracing word definitions by
usage as well as definition doesn't al-
ways give you that sense that some dic-
tionaries do that definitions all just
lead from one to another in a circle
with no end.

Thesaurus Of Englisk Words and
Phrases, Peter Mark Roget, $15 from:
Grosset and Dunlap
51 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10010
Most of the time I use the Thesawurus
| don't find the exact word I'm looking
for, but am reminded of what I'm iook-
ing for. Great for brainstorming games.

Thomas Kegister of American Manu-
facturers, $39.75 from:

Thomas Publishing Co.

E. Lawrence Ave.

Springfield, IL 62703
If you are looking for things that are
produced, this is a good place to begin.

American Doctoral Dissertations, Mary
McNair, Dissertation Abstracts Inter-
national, from:

University Microfilms

300 North Zeeb Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48106
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SPECIAL LIBRARIES,
CLEARINGHOUSES,
INFORMATION SERVICES

National Technical Information Service
U.S. Dept. of Commerce
Springfield, VA 22151
The central source for the public sale of
government-sponsored research. With
over 700,000 titles, 60,000 news reports
annually. There are weekly abstracts
that summarize research activities in
several arcas and semi-monthly topical
announcements in other areas.

State and Local Environmental Libraries,
joint publication of U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, from:

401 M St., SW., Room 2903

PM-213

‘Washington, DC 20460
A 24-page list that unfortunately fals to
include much annotation. It is an im-
pressive list on non-usual small libraries
and collections.

American Library Directory, from:
R.R. Bowkerand Co.
1180 Ave. of the Americas
New York, NY 10036

Lists 25,000 libraries in the U.S.

Directory of Special Libraries and
Information Centersand Research
Ceniors Directory, from:

Gale Research Company

1400 Book Tower

Detroit, MI 48226
Exhaustive, fully annotated directories
to research. Because of the publishing
lag. of course, some information may
be outdated, and you may want to con-
sult Library of Congress or NTIS for
more on-line, real time information.

The National Referral Center

Library of Congress

Washington, DC 20540
The referral center is an excellent
source of information, ranging in for-
mat fromn bibliographies they produce,
called LC tracer bullets (model bibliog-
raphies, containing people as well as
books) and going from the gemeral to
the difficult. A referral service to assist
the science and technology community
and publisher of several directories,
including: Physical Sciences, Engineer-
ing, Socia Sciences and Federal Gov-
ernment. All good resources.

Environmental Information Sources
Handbook, Garwood R. Wolff, editor,
$25 from:

Simon and Schuster

1 West 39th St.

New York, NY 10018
This is a well-indexed, wide-ranging
source book on groups, publishers,
research facilities in the environmental
sciences.



ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Rioting Office
Washington. DC 20402
The USGPG publishes thousan 's of
documents every year. You can ger on
a free mailing list to receive announce-
ments of reports and publications of
general interest by writing tothe office.
. An exhaustive and difficelt to access
monthly catalog, with an annua ac-
cumulated cataog, is dso avalable.
A good brief guideto government
periodicals is also available from them
or any Federal Infermation Center.

Feder~l Information Centers
They exist in most major urban aress,
and my experience has been that they
go out of their way 1” help. Look under
U.S. Government in rhe phone book.
.. In Fortland, Coral Buchier and her
assistants have become legendary. The
Portland office answers come 600-650
guestions a day, and not just as related
to government, for. as Coral Buchler
explains. “People just don’t know
where to look for information.”

Federal Executive Boards

Aspart of the movement toward region
ai government administration, and be-
cause of the increasing complexity of
federal government, executive boards
made up of representatives of local

v . government offices have been formed.

They have now taken charge of making

“-the bureaucratic structure more acces-

sible to the public and are beginning to
“publish directories.

- Federal Register and Congressional
Record (avalable from USGPO)

Both provide access to rhe daly oc-

.~ currences in federa government. They
: make for fascinating reading if you can
" figure out away te wade through them.
The Congressional Quarterly Service, a
private publishers, provides weekly and
annual summaries of events which may
he a way to plow through it.

The Federal Register reporrs on ac-
tivities of al government agerncies; while
the Record is a verbatim report of what
taker place onthe Congressional floor.

Monthly Checklist Of State Publications
$8.00/year from:
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402
. This is an extensive but incomplete way
. of locating publications put out by
iv date governments.

Cataiogue OF Federal Domestic Assis-
tance. from:
Exccutive Office of the President
Office of Management % Budget
Washington, DC 20503
This is the guide to monies svailable
through government agencies and how
to apply.

GAO Monthly List Of Reports and
GAO Reperts are free 1o non-profit
organizations, libraries, students, news-
papers and local-sate-federal gov.
officials, and $1 each to the genera
public, from:

U.S. Genera Accounting Office

Distribution Section, Room 4522

411G street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20013
The GAO, an independent agency of the
federal government’s legidative branch,
has traditionally been caled Congress's
“watchdog” for its economy, efficiency
and effectiveness reviews of executive
branch programs. Most of their work
originates through reguests of congres-
sional committees. individual members
or of their own initiative. The Office of
Specia Progrzms, virected by Monte
Canfield (formerly of the Ford Founda-
tion Energy Policy Project), coordinaics
GAOQO's activities in energy, food, ma
terials and regulatory reports reviews.
OSP's objecrive is to focus GAO's atten-
tion on pertinent issues facing Congress
in these areas and to educate GAO in
methods of targeting and analyzing
issues. OSP aiso analyzes government
policy on critical issues in reports or
issue papers to Congress, such as “The
Liquid Metal Fart Breeder Reactor:
Promises & Uncertainties.” OSF-76-.
July 31, 1975. The most unique and
useful characteristics of GAO Reports
are 1) their layperson language-there
islittle jargon, and what there is is
clearly explained in footnotes or glos
saries; 2} their very complete references,
including understar:dable maps, graphs
and tables, and 3) their balance of both
pro and con views on often controversial
issues. An added bit of spice is the
inter-agency letters and memos which
ever so gently try to persuade GAO to
say something else, say it more eu-
phemistically, pat someane on the back
in their reports, or not say anything at
al.

Freedom of Information Clearinghouse

P.O. Box 19367

Washington, DC 20036
Write for their reparr on the Freedom
of Information Acr—what it is and how
I” “se it. There's an incredible amount
of useful information hoarded in the
federa vaults, and the FIA is a great
burglary tool for prying it out.It’s aso
aseful ro find out who's been snooping
on you and what they know. and 1” see
how well the government has been doing
is job.

Washington Information Directory, $18
from:

Congressional Quarterly, Inc.

1414 22nd Sireet, N.W.

Washington, ¢ 20036
If you want access to Washington, DC.
from afar, this book is invaluable. 800
pages of listings of Congressional com-
mittees and their staffs, communica-
tions and media people, educational
and cultural groups, labor and minority
organizations. A resource to help you
weave your way through the public and
private web that is the nation’s capitol.

CITY/COUNTY AND STATE
AGENCY DIRECTORIES
Iris not a widely-known fact that there
are such things because they were de-
signed for use by the governments. But
when “ut only access to the elaborate
bureaucracies is what appears in the
form of phone books, these directories
become a vital tool for locating individu-
al departments, and, equally important,
they give you a more complete picture
of government.

Perhaps if we put enough demand
for better access someone will come up
with directories designed for public
access. In fact, there have been attempts.
The City of Portland published a prob-
lem-oriented directory to services-which
until you see ii you don't redize what a
difference it make';, eg. rather than
dept. of this or that, you find: acu-
puncture, assumed business names,
cable TV, copyright, etc.

Also, the D=pt. of Commerce (State
of Oregon, Sdem 97310) published a
problem area indexed directory.




97

Studying Your Community, Roland L.
Warren, 1965, $3.95 from:

Free Press, Macmillan Co.

866 Third Ave.

New York. NY 10022
Although this introduction to research-
ing your community is relatively out-
dared and has references to non-existent
forms of government, it still serves asa
good way into nowto begin. The for-
mat is basicaly rundowns of the ques-
tions that need to be asked in housing,
recreation, health, communicaton,
community planning and politics,

Finding Community: Guide to Com-
muaity Research and Action, W. Ron
Jones, 1971. $4.95 from:

John Wiley & Sons

605 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10016
This is similar to “Studying Your Com-
munity.” based on research that in-
volves surveys and studies that have
been made well-known by PIRG groups.

Organizing and Conducting Community
Surveys and Interview Techniques and
Procedures, from:

Community Resource Development

Colorado State WU.

Fort Collins, CO 80521
These are the best guides I've seen for
conducting surveys on the political/
educational field. The books that have
been published by IDEAS on how to
conduct Foxfire-style interviews are
something else, but would serve as a
good complement.

A Clear View: Guide to Industrial

Pollution Control, James Cannon, $4.00.

Inform Books

25Broad St.

New York, NY 10004
As William Ruckelshaus says in the in-
troduction: “in order for a citizen to
meaningfully participate in government
decision-making, he or she must be in-
formed and must have acce:s to deci-
sion-makers. This book imaginatively
addresses both needs. It places great
emphasis on the responsbility of a
citizen to become knowledgeable prior
to meaningful participation.” Intro-
ductory material chapters; especially
good ones on researching; lots of follow
up access; a good guide for volunteer,
citizen action groups.

PUBLIC INFORMATION/
RESEARCH

There are several private, non-profit
organizations working at a national level
to investigate the impact of U.S. cor-
porations and governments on the en-
vironment and the public. By making
the results of their research available to
the media and the public, they aim to

but on the presswre required to change

products, relationships and modus
operandi. It is important tenote, bow-
ever, that the pressure #usz be indirect,
as these groups, being non-profit (tax
exempt) as of ¢his time are prohibited
by law from lobbying.

Center for Science in the Public
Interest

1757 S Street, N.W.

Wastiington, DC 20009
CSP1 is a good example of a group
which does research and provides infor-
mation to push and pull the “powers
that be’ to move things along. Their
major areas of concern are food and
energy They have put together publica-
tions on the energy and nutritiona con-
tent of food, persona energy account
ing, asbestos and aerosol cans. They
publish People and Energy {$10/year},
a monthly newsletter about citizen in-
volvement in energy, as well as a genera
CSPI newsletrer. Their advocacy pro-

jects include pushing the Federal Drug
Administration to label wax-coated
fruit and ban inadequately tested food
colorings They just put up a solar col-
lector on their roof, so they’'re doing
more thar just talking. See Agriculture
and Energy sections of this book for
more complete descriptions of their
publications.

Scicnce for the People
SESFA
16 Union Square
Somerville, MA 02143

With chapters throughout the country,
this consortium seeks to lay out ethical
considerations in scientific rescarch, as
well as generd implications of directions
of various Aisciplines. The magazine is
mostly essay style discussions of issues.
from a radical perspective. They wel-
come manuscripts. Memberships are
$12 ($15 to institutions). with some
one-by-one diding scale rates. They
have aso edited an excellent book
cdled China: Science Walks on Two
Legs {1974, $1.75 from Avon Books,
The Hearst Foundation, 959 Eighth
Ave, New York. NY 13019}, on the
application of science to the daily lives
of the most populous nation on earth.

Consumer Federation of America

1012 14th St., N.W.

Washington, DC 20005
This is a federation of over 200 national,
state and local organizations working for
the passage of consumer protection
laws, national health insurance, unit
pricing and energy policy. A March
1976 listing is available for $2. You ve
Got to Move is their monthly newslet-
ter. Other booklets include: How to
Prepare a Lifeline Proposal (75¢) and
How to Prepare a Candidate Surpey
(25¢).

Concerit
2233 Wisconsin Ave,, N.W.
Washington, DC 20007
A group of women whose primary ef-
fort is to develop public awareness of
environmental issues. A series of semi-
annua ECO-TIPS reports on findings
on detergents. polyvinyl chlorides, re-
turnable bottles, airborn lead and more.



Caveat Emptor, $8fyear from:

P.O. Box 336

South Orange, NJ 07079
I’s sort of embarrassing to admit it, hut
I'd never seen this fine consumer maga-
zinc before last week. It’s been around
quite a while. All kinds of issues are
covered by colummsts such as Herb
Dennenburg (former insurance commis-
sioner in Pennsylvania and now TV
consumer reporter). Ralph Nader,
Nicholas von Hoffman and Michael
Jacobson. Good reading. Buyer beware.

Consumer Reports, $11/year, monthly,
from:

Orangeburg, NY 10962
A fine example of a myth-testing organi-
zation that makes a lot of useful infor-
mation available to people on compara
tive merits of various products. We often
have different priorities and come to
different conclusions, but they continue
to raise questions that poke at both old
and new myths—*“1s brown rice redly
betrer than Wonder Bread?’ (They say
no.) A vauable resourcetoscan a a
newsstand or library for occason2 ex-
cellent insights.

Environmental Action Foundation
724 D:pont Circle Building
Washington, DC 20036

An excellent source of soundly docu-
| mented information for community
. action on electric utilities, nuclear
power. solid waste and materias con-

servaton, transportation and the super-
sonic B-I bomber. Recent publications
include:

Taking Charge: A New Look at
Public P. wer ($2.50), which contrasts
public and private utility companies.
showing thac public systems have pro-
vided substantially lower rates and bet-
ter service. Explains how citizens can
take over their private utility.

Countdown to a2 Nuclear Moratori-
um ($2), acollection of articles by rhe
nation's leading nuclear critics.

Bottles and Sense ($1.50}, outlines
the economic, environmental and em-
ployment advantages of the returnable
bottle container.

Vermont Tomorrow
5 dtate Street
Montpelier, VT 05602

A good example of a cirizen action
group doing research and public educa-
tion focusing on loca needs. Their em-
phasis is on food and euergy self-
sufficiency. They are presently working
on a series of Citizen Gutides to Com-
munity Development. The first, on
Food and Agriculture (§1), covers food
and grower's co-ops, farmers markets
and community gardens and restaurants,
with a good resource section a the end.
Future guides are planned dealing with
housing. transportation, economic de-
velopment and energy.

Public Interest Research Croups
PIRGs, as they are cdled, exist in many
states in the country now, inspired by
Raph Nader in the late *60s. His model,
which has since taken root with some
dight variations, is to have studcnts con-
tribute $1 of their student activity fees
to run a student research and advocacy
group. PIRGs are generdly run by astu-
dent board who hire administrative staff,
with much of the leg work being done
by students who receive academic credit.
The studies have traditionally been
consumer- or environmentally-oriented.
For the latest news on the front and
alig of PIRGs in your area, write to
Public Citizen, 1346 Connecticut Ave,
N.W., Waskington, DC 20036.

There has also been a growth of groups
that are doing research into power struc-
tures, the complicated relationships be-
twaoen government, military and indus-

trial boards of influence, and government
by personal interest.

Pacific Northwest Research Center
University Station, Box 3708
Eugene, OR 97403

They publish a good newdetter with

emphasis on power structure in Oregon.

$5 for ten-month subscription. They

have available a good example of a

power structure matrix showing the

relationships between government, mili-

tary and industrial hoards of directors in

Oregon.

Public White Papers

Seattle Community Information

Project

P.O. Box 12002

Seattle, WA 98112
At least partid credit for the recent de-
cison by the Seatle City Council to
set up an energy conservation office
rather than invest in two nuclear power
plants goes to these people. When a
consultant's work on the viability of
energy conservation got buried in the
huge environmental impact statement
on Sedttle City Light's plans to invest
in nuclear power, these people high-
lighted the findings in a White Paper
sent to al the people who had the
origina E.I.S. They aso sent it to some
other infiuential people so they could
put some pressure on. Put powerful
information in the right hands and you
can amost accomplish miracles.
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MICROCOMPUTER RESOURCES

Computers sre becoming inexpensive.
Electronics manufacturers have fabri-
cared entire computer centrzl processors
(the “brain” of a computer system) on a
single quarter-inch square chip of silicon,

costing $20 to $40. In response to this,
computers have become a hobby. Th-rc
are an estimated 15,000 people with
home computers now, and an assort-
ment of magazines, books, kit manufac-
turers and software companice who
cater to this new hobby.

Why have a compute:? The main ap-
plications so far of interest to appropri-
ate rechnology people are mailing lists,
limited typesetting for magazines and
newsletters, “community memory”
information banks, energy calculations
{design of wind and solar power hard-
ware, Smulation of world energy dy-
namics). games (from Star Trek and
Pong to educationa simulation of eco-
systems), music and video synthesis
control, bookkeeping for food co-ops—
there’re lots of things computers can
do.

To use a computer, you need the
hardware and the software to do the ap-
plications you're interested in. A useful
computer system costs (very roughly)
$1,000 to $3,000. The expensive parts
are memory (ranging from a $40 audio
cassette recorder to disk systems costing
several thousands) and good quality
printing if you are doing typesetting or
word processing. A computer must be
programmed; that is, given a detailed set
of ingtructions telling it what to do,
sep-by-step. At this stage, there isn't
much in the way of “canned” software
to do a specific task like mailing lists or
bookkeeping. Also, most of the hard-
ware manufacturers are new and don’t
give much support. This means (this
year a any rare) you need to know a

little electronics and a little program-
ming to use microcomputers; probably
the equivalent of a year course-or
several books-in each.
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COMPUTTR OVERVIEW

Platforin for Chauge, Stafford Beer.
1975. $14.50 from:

John Wiley & Sons

605 Third Ave.

New York, NY 10016
Lays some conceptuad guideines for
computer base control in governmental
systems that would be rea time and be
capable of keeping up with change.

Computer Power and Human Reason,
Joseph Weizenbanm, 1976, $9.95 from:
W.H. Freeman and Company
660 Market St.
San Francisco, CA 94104
Rusty Whitney, our wise friend at the
Oregon Museum of Science and Indus-

try’s software group, recommended this.

I have not read the whole thing, but it
seems like a good interactive/inter-
disciplinary approach to understanding
computers.

Privacy Journal, an independent month-
ly on privacy in the computer age, $25/
year from:

P.O. Box 8844

Washington, DC 20003
The flow of information pouring into
increasing numbers of data banks, and
increasing number of data banks that
are being intertwined-it's like the
weather: easy to tak about, hard to do
anything about. These people are fol-
lowing the developments of data banks,
invasons of privacy, abuse of compu-
ters and legidation and laws pertaining
to information storage and access.
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by Bob Waliace

SMALL-SCALE

Magazines arc a good way tw learn
about the field; find out what manu-
facturers are offering kits, and get a fed
for the hobby.

Byte Magazine

70 Main Si.

Peterborough, NH 03458
$12/year, monthly. This was the first
hobbyist magazine and has many good
mitorial articles on hardware. software
and applications. Perhaps more hard-
ware oriented than the other mags
listed.

Interface Age
6515 Sunset Blvd., Suite 202
Hollywood, CA 90028
$10/year,mnonthly. Also has many good
articles on al aspects of the computer
hobby. Perhaps more on innovative ap-
plications and new products.

Dr. Dobb’s Journal (of Computer Calis-
thenics and Orthodontia)

Box 310

Menlo Park, CA 94025
$10/year (10 issues). Thisis the maga-
zine for microcomputer software. In-
cludes actual programs for “Tiny Basic’
(a stripped-down processor for the
popular Basic computer language), and
interesting rumors. Inte sharing infor-
mation; non-profit (and no advertising).

Population Graph-Map, U.SA.
Laboratory for Computer Graphics
and Sparial Analysis

Making the Citv Observable

Bichard Conl Wiserean
EwiRLald Jdul vy ul gl




COMPUTERS

People’s computer company (PCC)
P.O. Box 310
Menlo Park, CA 94025
$6/year (6 issues). Educational uses of
microcorsputers, creaive and fun ap-
plications, gamies, cartoons, letters,
socially relerant computer uses. Also
non-profit. Grear for kids.

Creative Computing

P.O. Box 789-M

Morristown, NJ 07960
$8/year ($6 student), 6 issues. Also into
educational and socia issues of compu-
ters, futures, philosophy, fiction, art,

- games. PCC and Creative Computing

complement each other.

There are some new migazines coming
-out: Microtek, Persoial Computing,
-and Kilobyte. Souad ke they'll be gocd
{£00.

There are lots of hooks dedling with
computers and microcomputers; 1 just
want to ligt a couple that are very good
and not well known:

Computer Lib/Dream Machines, 128
pp., $7 from:

Hugo's Book Service
Box2622

Chicago, IL 60690
This is an excdlent and fun hook, writ-
ten by Ted Nelson. Haf of it explains
the basics of computers-how they
work, what they can and cannot do,
computer languages, data structures-
al] the basics. The flip side describes
some fascinating innovative projects,
such as video synthesis, non-linear text
processing, artificial intelligence, and
many more.

An Introduction te Microcomputers,
350 pp., $7.50 ea. Volume 7 and 11,
from:

Adam Osborne and Associates

2950 7th St

Berkeley, CA 94710
Volume | tzlls al about microcomputers,
from the ground wp. Volume 1t com-
pares the various microcomputer “chips’
on the market. No programming knowl-
edge needed; a little electronics back-
ground would he helpful for some sec-
tions.

Andrew Clement

Humane Computing

789 West 18th Ave.

Vancouver, BC, Canada V5Z1W1
Andrew worked with a gyoup caled
Infact, doing n community memory com
computer project for Vancouver in
conjunction with the Community tr
formation Centers. He's now trave., - -
aroun: the country, gathering infor .
rion zbout humanistic computer w:-
jects fr a directosy.

Lee ¥- isensten

1.C0 Engineeriny

*3¢7 Delaware 5t.

Berkeley, CA 94703
Publishes the Journal Of Community
Communication, and working on a com-
munity memory system which wiil
travel around in a van, called “the
cruncher.”’ Also designed some of the
more popular computer Kits.

Boston People's Computer Collective
Bill Mayhew
Children’s Museum
Jamaica Way
Boston, MA 02130

Group trying to incresse layman’s aware-
ness of computers in society. Offering
courses on societa tmplications of com-
puters and the computer as tooi and

toy. Also working on a traveling inter-
active computer exhibit. (Children’s
Museum has PDP-11  nning UNIX).

Barry de Ville, Dymaxion Research Ltd.
Box 1053—Armdale
Halifax, Nova Scotia

Research, design, and implement data
systems with conviviality and integra-
tion in mind. Specidize in: cataoging
and retrieva of visuas, socid surveys,
community consensus polling; and

technology impact studies. Designs a-
ternatives, offers hardware access, and
provides totally integrated systems.
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Richard B.Koplow
Resource Access Center
3010 4th Ave. 8.
Minneapolis, MN § 5408

Resource Access Center is an education-
al project seeking to provide hardware
and software competence for communi-
ty service users—agsacizs and individu-
al -or potentia! 5~ of data processing
equipment. P. :yramsesch as Model
Community &+ ce 6u+au, Youthiac,
and Bit Users. ~. .izt.:n, bring together
professionals :..4stéacnts from grade
school through graduate level, providing
academic credit for design and imple-
mentation of hardware and software
useful to community agencies. Project
is only now vecoming operational, be-
ginning with bookkeeping, typesetting
and survey processing systems, mailing
sorts, community memory, public ac-
cess to governmental records and possib-
ly time-sharing to follow.

Bob Wallace
New World Computer Services
P.O. Box 5415
Seattle, WA 98105

That’s me. I'm getting my computer
system working and will be writing
microcomputer software for mailing
lists and other networking. I'm aso
writing software which should make it
caster for other people to write soft-
ware. I'm no longer doing Cowmindex,
the directory of alternative computer
projects (subscribers will he getting a
copy of Andrew Clement's survey when/
if it comes our).



HUMANISTIC
COMPUTER USES

Peter and Trudy Johnson-Lenz

695 5th Ave.

Lake (iswego, OR 97034
See interview at che beginning of this
section for adetailed discusson of ther
projects and interests,

The L. c support Systems Group ".td.
2432 N.W. Johnson
Purtiand, OR 97210
With a mini-computer this group is a:
tempning o apply computers to com-
mun:' . development.

Oregon Museum of Science & Industry

Software Development Group

4015 S.W. Caryon Rd.

Portland, OR 97221
Thefacility serves asaresearch and
education facility for crazy and bright
high school age students; their software
Programs are distributed around the
world. They offer very inexpensive
computing for non-profit groups in
Portland and are presently developing
several community computer programs
i conjunction with Johnson-Lenz.

COMPUTER CLUBS

Computer clubs are springing up around
the country. The most comprehensive
list is probably the one published in
People’s Computer Club rewsletter,
Volume 4, Number 6.

Northwest Computer Club

P.O. Box 242
= Renton, WA 98055
“Meets “nce or twice a month at Pacific
Science Center, Seattle. Publish a good
newsletter, $5/year.

* The Digital Group

P.O. Box 6528

Denver, CO 80209
Active amateur computer group. Month-
ly newsletter, $12/year. Into hardware/
software support for 8008 and 8080
systems; plans for cassette, CRT, calcu-
lator, Mark-8 modifications, 1K oper-
ating system, ham radio support. Some
boards and kits. Classified ads. Excel-
lent info.

Amateur Computer Society Newsletter
Stephen B. Gray
260 Noroton Ave.
Darien, CT 06820
For people building their own digita
computer. Short notes on kits, surplus
parts, swaps, letters, etc. More on sur-
:plus computer conversion and building
from scratch. $5 for at least 8 issues;
. comes out every 2 or 3 months. 34+
i back issues available. 6 pages per issue.

COMMUNITY
RESOURCE CENTERS

A center isa point equally distant from
al points on the circumference of a cir-
cle. or a sphere; it is also a place that
actions, forces and people go to or
come from.

There ate al kinds of centers, like:
Center for Short-Lived Phenomena:
Center for Being; Center for the Visud
Environment; Center for Community

" Change; Center of Concern; Community

Design Center; Center for Research and
Development; Center for Science in the
Public Interest.

Of course a center is not al*. v
called a center; it may be calicu
clearinghouse. council, switchiard,
organization, association or ce.lition,

And a center may just be a very
Dusy person.

Centers come about for a variety of
reasons. Sometimes a critic:i mass is
reached among groups or individuals
working in a field of interests, or a
forest of concerns, and a gathering,
dialogue, negotiating and resource
sharing begin to rake place.

Some centers are more Self-conscious
centers, attempting to serve a communi-
ty in a well-rounded communication
and information access capacity, pro-
viding individuals and groups with, for
example, everyday survival information,
access ro office equipment, space or
communication tools.

There are notable models of centers
throughout the RAINROOK, but here
are some that may give you ascnse of
the range of options.

Resource One. Community Memory
For several years the Community
Memory Project in San Francisce dem-
onstrated the potential of computer-
based public access communication
media, with a smal network of public
terminals. They provided community
groups with cheap computer access
time and an “n-line directory to re-
sources.

For a summary of the project, send
51.00 t": Loving Grace Cybernetics,
1609 Virginia St., Berkeley, CA 94703.

Public Citizen Visitors Center

1200 15th St., N.W.

Washington, DC 20005
Raph Nader's version of a Chamber of
Commerce or Welcome Wagon. They
provide information that makes Washing-
ton, DC, and federal government activi-
ties, accessible to visitors and the gene-
ral public.

Center for Urban Education

0245 SW. Bancroft

Portland, OR 97201
CUE has played an important role in
Portland in making the city more visible,
the media accessible, bringing historical




roots to the surface and bringing the
academic field of urban studies into the
commurity. Their programs currently
consst pf: urban monitoring project,
communicating with the media work-
shops, community policy workshops
and an ethnic heritage study of Port-
land neighborhoods.

Concilio Campesino Del Sudoeste
P.O. Box 62
San Miguel, NM 88058

The 2,000 mostly Mexican-American
residents of this Stown area in the
Lower Mesilla Valley spesk little
English, have no phones or cars and
arc not reached by a local newspaper.
The Concilio, a broadly-based member-
ship organization, engineered $50,000
worth of volunteer labor to build a
communiry center, got a resident elec-
" ted to the County Commission, and are
ow setting up a skills bank and a seller-
i1, “trade directory for rhe community. Theix
ack is touse the organic communica-
tion network already in the area-priests,
; bartenders, beauticians, shopkeepers.

“ Neighbors West/Northwest Office
~ Northwest District Association

817 N.W. 23rd

Portland, OR 97210
I’ve spent many hours in our loca
neighborhood office, which houses four
. separate neighborhood groups, partially
houses rhe neighborhood newspaper, and
is one of the four neighborhood offices
in Portland, given staff and office sup-
port from the city government.

The space is not much larger than
the inside of a mobile home and aways
seems disorgarized, hur somchow man-
ages to stay wired together. The disor-
ganization, | think, is a measure of
growing effectiveness of the office as a
neighborhood communication center.

Vocations for Social Change

353 Broadway

Cambridge, MA 02139
VSC offices sprang up al around the
country either as a direct result of being
in touch with the original VSC office in
Oakland or as a project of the American
Friends Service Committee. Things tend
to go hand in hand. If you publish a
People’'s Yellow Pages, or community
resouyce catalog, as the Boston VSC has,
you inevitably turn into a center, where

people turn for help. or vice versa, if
you “pen a center firgt, you will find
yourself needing to publish ligts, direc-
tories and catalogs of community re-
sources.

The National Self Heip Resource Center
1800 Wisconsin Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20007

They are probably the source of infor-

mation on community resource centers.

in the summer of 1976 they sponsored

a community resource centers institute,

where representatives from a phe-

nomenally rich variety of community
resource centers passed a resolutionto
form a national coalition. Ferinforma-
tion on the codlition, wriie to above
address.

They aso produced a very useful
notebook that outlines how and why
to set up a center. An excellent resource
list. Copies free while they last.

Performance Guidelines for Planning

Community Resource Centers, from:
Community Development Division
American Ingtitute of Architects
1735 New York Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

A good graphic guide for the process of

setting up and operating a community

resource center.

“Towards a Network of Community
Information Exchanges,” in Let the
Eutire Community Become Our
University, from:

Social Innovation

1506 19th St., N.W.

Washington, DC 20036
Chandler Harrison Stevens has done
some of the most intriguing studies and
actual experiments in community
communicadons.

| would rather be a node in a net-
work than a cog in a machine.

*See also Community Building for re-
source centers,

How Do Yeu Start a Neighborbood
Center?
National Federation of Settlements
and Neighborhood Centers
232 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10016
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COMMUNITY
INFORMATION EXCHANGES
An important distinctions needs r” bhe
made between what we call “communi-
ty information exchanges’ and what
are often referred to as “community
information centers.” A ‘“‘center” may
offer information to citizens, but an
“exchange’ sees every citizen as a po-
tential information producer as well as
an information consumer. This view
needs to be emphasized because it re-
jects or replaces the paternaistic view
that an individua should be subordinate
within society’s communication hier-
archies. (Chandler H. Stevens)

Community Information and Service
centers

U.S. Dept. of Commerce

Office of Telecommunications

Washington, DC 20230
These studies headed up by Cleve Hop
kins spell cut astrategy for the imple-
mentation of communiry communica-
vion centevs facilitated by new technolo-
gies.

“Telecommunications techroloyy may
provide new opportunities to decentrai-
ize delivery of social services and to im-
prove communication between residents
and their local governments. A CISC
is aplace where citizens, using auto-
mated telecommunication technology,
can receive answers to questions that
arise from their relations with local

government.”

San Francisco Information
Clearinghouse

944 Market St., Room 608

San Francisco, CA 94102
The clearinghouse is a codlition of forty
community organizations that operates
without any outside financial assistance
and assistsgroups in the coalition and
others, through information referral,
technical assistance, workshops and
joint planning and action. A community
congress sponsored by the group pulled
together over 1,000 people involved in
community organizing work.
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1 LIBRARIES

Libraries on the local level have difficul-
ty getting financial support just for
maintenance costs, with most al expan-
siori or research and development monies
coming from rhe federal government.
The primary money from the federal
government is provided under the Li-
brary Services and Construction Act,
which passed both houses of Congress
in spite of a vero from President Ford,
for atotal of $56.6 billion in 1977.
Most w1 this money will go towards
new construction, maintenance of state
library systems (with their focus on
providing service to people where no
local library resource exists, and for
services to the blind and handicapped).

Part of the 1977 funding (about $3
million) will go towards a planned White
House conference an library and infor-
mation science.

There are many issites facing libraries,
including copyright problems inherent
in library networking, in which infor-
mation may be transferred from library
to library by photocopying and tele-
facsmile type technologies, alowing
libraries to avoid copyright laws and
reduce expenditures, while increasing
the resources of smaller libraries (in
fact, eventually making any library or
center equa to any other).

Librarians like Sanford Berman, who
publishes the HCL Buliletin, have been
involved in examining the assumptions
in classification sysremr and other forms
of implicit and explicit censorship.

Groups like the Socia Responsibili-
ties Round Table have formed in the
1970s over issues of censorship, a con-
sciousness of the importance of being
the information-rending shepherds for
society, too much focus on middle class
America, while not assisting the diszd-
vantaged an minorities.

Like reachers before them, librarians
are ““w abundant and forced to seek
innovative ways of employing them-
selves, which has resulted in rambling
free-lance librarians, involved in com-
munity research, or information consult-
ing for individuals or businesses. (An
interesting article on the subject appears
intke Wilson Library Bulletin, February
1975.)

Libraries are networking, furthering
the rraditional s 2ritbrary loan services
towards the use of compurer technoly-
gv, telefacsimi’ie vi-t=o and othsr infor-
riauon exchange technologies. 'o to
1975 the Ohio College Library Center
was the onlv onine network covering a
large ares. The Washington Stat- Library,
Universicy oi Chicago and Northwestern
University, and University of iowaare
approaching that goal.

In addition, certain key projects
have shown the example, like the DIA-
LOG computerized retrieval service in
the public libraries of Santa Clara and
San Mate” counties.

The Western Interstate Commission
for Higher Education is coordinating a
group representing eleven different
states and several bibliographic centers
(such as the Northwest Bibliographic
Center at the University of Washington)
in a plan for acentralized computerized
information and retrieval system.

Library Journal

RR. Bowker

1180 Ave. of the Americas

New York, NY 10036
The Library Journal reviews books per-
taining to library and information sci-
ence, as well as genera books for library
collections, and keeps track of many of
the developments in the area

They aso publish an annual that
contains al the basic information you'd
need £~ know about operations of li-
braries (statistics, finances, etc.).

American Society for Information
Sciences
1155 16th St., N.W., Suite 210
Washington, DC 20036
The ASIS seems to be the information
science group that works mose closdy
with librarians. They publish a news
letter and several useful reviews of infor-
mation science and technology develop-
ments.

Wilson Library Bulletin

950 University Ave.

Bronx, NY 10452
More article-essay-conceprual pieces 0"
state of affairs in library we-.;

American Libraries

American Library Asscc i

50 E. Huron St.

Chicago. IL 60611
The magazine for librarians talking to
librarians.

Community Information Specialist
Program
Dept. of Library and Information
Services

University Hail, Rm. 309

University of Toledo

Toledo, OH 43606
This is the fizst successful library gradu-
ate school program to emphasize com-
munity information access. They are
drawing people both from the library
world and social services. An exciting
program that should have great influ-
ence on libraries and library schools in
the future.

Starting soon, under the gentle guid-
ance of warm information addict and
magician Terry Crowlecy, the Depart-
ment will begin republishing Ganglia,
a newdetter that came out of Rutgers
University until recently. It is the only
newsletter devoted to the fied of com-
munity information resources and li-
brarians.

Revolting Librarians, Celeste West and
Elizabeth Katz, 1972, $2 from:

Bocklegger Press

555 29th St.

San Francisco, CA 9413 1
The best summary of the changing world
of libraries, including articles on the
Sensuous Librartan, rhe Unsinkable
Miss Philpott, Libraries to the People,
Tribal Processes and A Dewey Decimal
Mind.

“Libraries in America’'s Future,” a spe-

cial issue of Library Journal, January1,
1976

300 pages devoted to the present state

and future of libraries; including esrticles
on social responsibility, the urban libra-
ry, libraries and media, and processing

for the people.



COMMUNITY
INFORMATION PROJECTS

One of the most interesting develop-
ments in recent years is the appearance
of community information projects. The
following short piece is an excerpt from
a speech given by Charles Wm. Cona-
way, at the Buffalo and Erie County
Public Library, which | think points out
the needs and possible resources of a
library in community information re-
trieval.

INFORMATION., By “Information,”
| mean factz and opinions. Note very
carefully, I'm talking about the sub-
stance—the information itself-not the
package in which it kappens to be
stored (i.e. books, articies and maps)
that librarians have been traditionally
satisfied to deal with; nor am I speaking
about the non-print media here. Librari-
ans are becoming resigned to dealing
with these non-traditional forms. I'm
concerned with the substance, the infor-
mation contained in these packages, not
the packages themselves.

| want to specifically point our that
our kighly refined bibliographic and
indexing systems used in even the most
modern libraries are designed to retrieve
containers of information, not informa-
tion. This is an extraordinarily difficult
handicap for the information profession
to work with; and, unfortunately, no
remedy seems just over tbe horizon,
even thougi there is some interesting
work being done toward information
retrieval.

NON-CONVENTIONAL. By "non-
conventional” information, | mean that
whick librarians have not traditionally
provided in the past. | see at least two
reasons for this:

First, our patrons haven’'t demanded
it-but remember that our clientele is
changing and is o longer limited to the
traditional elites of the educated, the
economically secure, and the generally
self-sufficient middle class that we have
served in the past. Nen-conventional
information is certainly justified now
on the basis of potential demand. And,

Secondly, as librarians, there are some
subjects that we just don’t think are
seemly or important; or that we think
are appropriate for us to deal with in
our roles as librarians, That IS to say,
theyve are conflicts betrween our values
and those of the citizens whow we are
expected to serve, (Examples: abortion,
draft resistance, political activism, pri-
son reform, popular music, kemosexuali-
ty, environmental protection, drugs,
radical feminism, welfare rights, senior

citizens, venereal disease, and many
others). What are your privately-held
views about these things? How do they
differ from your library’s clientele?
With the public tha: do not use your
library? What are the consequences of
these differing values? Think about this
sometime-sometime soon! And « lot!

Of particular importance, we should
be aware that no library, no matter bow
large the system to which it belongs,
can hope zo provide all this izformation
from within its own collection. Bzt one
of the most important &izds of infor-
mation alibrary can bave istbe infor-
mation about where information may
be found. Of all the non-conventional
information reservoirs « library can de-
velop_ | believe this to be the most im-
portant. If we don’t have what is needed,
whbo does? And bow can we get the ix-
formation seekers to it? Librarians must
become knowledgeable and effective
“referrers. ” Notice tke word “refer. "
Reference librarians refer information-
seekers not only to packages of informa-
tion (books, etc.) held in our libraries—
but also to people who contain informa-
tion. Like any other question negotia-
tionthere must be feedback on the
success of the referral.

Information for the Community, Man-
fred Kochen and Joseph C. Donohue,
eds., 1976, $10.95 from:

American Library Association

50 E. Huron St.

Chicago, IL 60611
This is the best al!-around summary of
urban information needs and rhe role
of libraries in meeting those needs. Con-
tains a very good article on community
communication patterns, and a sum-
mary of urban informati~n needs study
by Brenda Dervin.

The Library as # Community Informa-
tion Referral Center, from:
Appalachian Adult Education Center
Morehead State University
Morehead, KY 403 51
This is an excellent introduction to rhe
subject, clearly, in few words describing
the need and rightness of having com-
muaity information in libraries. Also
contains the cutline for a good problem
oriented index tuinformation.

Libraries and Neighborhood Information
Centers, Dorothy Ann Turick, ed.

American Library Association

50 E. Huron St.

Chicago, IL 60611
This book has been partially supplanted
by the ALA’s publication of Community
taformation Need.3 butstiil has good
information on some of rhe particular
attempts a implementing community
information projects in libraries.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
PRCJECTS IN LIBRARIES

Community information projects, and
library outreach, ate of great variety,
ranging from the library in a small tewn
in Oregon that loans sewing patterns

to alibrzry like the Ddlas, Texas, library,
with its computerized helper called

CAT.

Detroit Public Library

TIP (The Information Place)

5201 Woodward Ave.

Detroit, M1 48202
The Neighborhood Infor.nation Centers
project supported by HEW called for
the implementation of information
centers in five public libraries: Ailanta,
Cleveland, Detroit. Houston, and
Queenshorough. Detroit and Houston,
it appears, have been the most success-
ful. TIP provides people with informa
tion about the community, ranging from
abandoned houses to food cooperatives
to zoning appeals. The information and
referral service is now available a most
branch libraries as well. They have some
very good materiats which +ill explain
more.

INFER

Enoch Pratt Free Library

400 Cathedral St.

Baltimore, MD 21201
INFER is an information and referral
service in the centra Enoch Pratt Li-
brary and its branches. The INFER pro-
gram operates in cooperation with other
county libraries, including the Baltimore
County library withits own successful
community information project HELP.
They currently answer about 200 cals
a month.




Dallas Public Library

1954 Commerce Street

Dalas, TX
From available evidence, this is one of
the best community outreach programs
around. Severa years ago they pub-
lished some nicely done newspaper
tabloid resource guides to such things
as environment and education. They
have since cooperated with the local
Chamber of Commerce to publish a
book-length guide to Dallas, that is one
of the few examples of a hybrid catalog
or guide to the cizty and socid service
directory.

They also have a computer terminal
with a software program caled CAT
that can search the files of 3,500 or-
ganizations, services and resources in
the Dallas area.

Helpfile
Kalamazoo Public Library
315 South Rose St
Kdamazoo, M1 49006
After setting up a file of organizations
in the library, they followed rhe referral
Service with a directory to community
resources which assists the referral ser-
vice by giving people a general guide-
line to resources available.
Wake Information Center
Wake County Public Libraries
616 Tucker St.
Raleigh, NC 27603
They now serve close to 1,000 people a
~month via telephone, walk-in, appoint-
- ment and letter. They have published a
- directory called Help.

HOMEGROWN LIBRARIES

In the meanwhile, pretty far from the
traditional sense of library individuals
and groups are creating their own kinds
of libr.ries. Tool lending libraries are
showing up-even as programs within
public libraries {Corvallis, Oregon).
Individuals like Joyce Schowalter of
Ellensburg, Washington, Johan Mathei-
son (calling the service Tool Shed); small
groups like RAIN, the Basement Roots
Library in Santa Rosa, California,

have their own specialized libraries
that are used by appointment, for
special use, with unique resources—
things like letters, Xeroxed reports,
lists, catalogs, file cards, looseledf files
and some books.

Governmen? Information Division

Edmonton Public Library

Sir Winston Churchill Square

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
This is an important model. The divison
is responsible for an estimated 10,000
volumes, acquiring them at a rate of
approximately 100 items per month.
The god is te make government infor-
mation, especially information pertain-
ing to community planning, more avail-
able to the public. As well as a centrai-
ized resource center for planning intfor-
mation, the staff publishes specid issue
lesflets, describing key issues and giving
resources and references; coordinates
workshops and attempts to package and
display government and planning infor-
mation in ways that will make it more
accessible.

Baltimore County Public Library
320 York Rd.
Towson, MD 21204
They have previoudy published a suc-
cessful, freely-distributed guide to
socid services in the Baltimore area
and recently disrriouted a nice leisure
time activity guide to the area in co-
operation with rhe Baltimore Sun. A
good way to gerout 375,000 copies.

Earth Books Lending Library

Sweet, ID 83670
Lewis and Sharon Watson created this
unique lending library in response to
holes in date library systems and agri-
cultural extension information. They
now own severa hundred titles, loaning
them out for 50¢ a month, which can
go towards purchase of the hook. For
$5 you join and get catalog and access
to their Country Contacts Directory.

Rural Library

Toppenish, WA 98948
Bart Alexander has operated an informal
library for several years, smilar to rhe
Tool Shed in Creswell, Oregon, with his
focus being on collecting rare 19th
century, pre-industrial era farm books.

The Library Hands-On Book, 1974-75,
copies available free while they last
from:

Jovanna J. Brown

Dean of Library Services

The Evergreen State College

Olympia, WA 98505
A mode resource on how to access a
library. Written and illustrated with
great wit, this information packer speaks
in a personal manner tothe library user
about such exotic subjects as the vertical
file, LC classification and interlibrary
loan, as well as demystifying reference,
acquisitions and cazaloging. The text
describes nor only what services are
available but why the library function:
rhe way it does. This is one library that
wants to make the riches it has to offer
easily accessible toits patrons.

Interstate Library Planning Group
Directory
¢/o Marion QOtteraaen
Longview Public Library
1600 Louisiana
Longview, WA 98632

A very unique attempt at bresking down
the library resources of rhe 12 county
area arounu Portland/Vancouver. It is a
subject indexed guide to librarians who
would be willing to share their avocation-
a expertises. The subject range is in-
triguing, including: costume history,
nutrition. , open space schools. urban
geography, videotapes, violin, energy,
and over 100 other subjects.

Women's History Research Center

2325 Oak St

Berkeley, CA 94708
They maintain an international woman’'s
history archive of the present women's
movement and a topical research library.
2,000 topical areas. A catalog (200
pages) of their current holdings.

Collectors Network

R.G. Benedict, Coordinator

c/o University of Nevada Library

Rene, NV 89507
Mr. Benedict collects and helps main-
tain specia collections of alternative,
or ephemeral, literature, which is now
avalable in 32 libraries in the country.
He publishes a good newsletter caled
Top Secret.




| |Everyday Information Needs

People need information to survive that runs the gamut from
the startled nerve of a burned finger telling the brain to move,
to the need to know how to find one’'s way through a city:

its transportation, services, communications and other com-
plicated systems, to information that produces joy or under-
standing or a caring or kindred soul.

There's a delicate mathematical and spiritual world being
woven by the blurring of several fidds of interest: mathemat-
ics, systems science (cybernetics), brain sciences, neurolinguis-
tics, and visual thinking or modeling techniques for communi-
cating the new information.

In the “rea” world there is a reiated blurring teking place
between library and information sciences, education and social
Services.

| talked with a person a while back who represented an odd
stage in that development. He was director of a group called
Community Resources for Career Education. He was continu-
ing work he had started earlier while working for an industry-
supported, non-profit agency which had set up a referral ser-
vice for teachers to locate community resource persons to
speak to their classes.

When | met him he was assisting in the development of a
community resource identification and retrieval system using
a computer software program being developed at Boeing.

We taked about the development of information and re-
trieval systems in education, and how for several years educa
tional facilities had been the recipients of research and develop-
ment support for the development of such systems, es-
pecially community colleges, with their focus on career educa
tion, which has become the byword in education, as a response
to the cries for relevant education. Looking forward, though,
he could see that development and research in information
and retrieval systems was turning toward the socia service
and community development world, so the system he was
developing was not “community resources for career educe-
tion,” but a “community resources delivery system.”

Libraries, like educational institutions, have had a similar
problem with support, having difficulties getting loca support
‘budget bonds passed. The response in some cases has been to
appear more relevant, either to a particular community (very
often the business community) or to the genera or disadvan-
taged public through various kinds of cutreach programs.

The programs that libraries implement often overlap with
sociad service gods, as their implicit goal of “continuing adult
education” runs into another hot spot in education, adult,
continuing or community education. John Berry points this
out in a specid Library Journal article on library futures:

“We find public libraries discovering that independent
agencies provide the same information service they are starting.
They have competed with the United Way, with private indus-
try, with other social agencies for service options. Even in this
issue of LJ there is an implied competition between public
libraries and ingtitutions of higher education to decide which
will provide for the need to know that growing interest in
informal, continuing education will bring.”

The information needs, especially in urban areas. of people
are increasing because a complicated system creates variety,
overlapping concerns, many aternatives and constant change
and movement.

Information for the Community, Manfed Kochen, Joseph C.
Donohue, 1976, from:

American Library Association

50 E. Huron $t.,

Chicago, IL 60611
Of the several books on the subject, this seems to me tc be the
best one. Chapters on information services, a history of infor-
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mation and referral, and a good summary of the key work of
Brenda Dervin in the field, caled “*The Everyday Information
Needs of the Average Citizen.”

The Production and Distribution of Knowledge in zbe United
States, Fritz Machlup, 1968, 53.95 from:

Princeton University Press

41 William St

Princeton, NJ 08540
This study is now 15 years old, but | don't think there's been
another comprehensive look at the various information-pro-
ducing industries, covering education. communication, data
processing and research and development.

Planning Community Information Utilities, H. Sackman, B.W.
Boehm, from:

HFIPS Press

Montvale, NJ 07645
This is the basic description of the present situation, need and
future for a computer-based community information utility
thar would plug in the various information producing opera-
tions into a utility smilar to rhe telephone or eectric company.
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There are over 3,000 service agencies in
the United States whose primary, or
near primary, goal is information and
referral, referring individuas or agen-
cies to other individuas or agencies,
keeping the information about the infor-
mation manageable. There are severa
key issues that are materializing.

+ There's a question about whether
referring people to other people or
information should be an advocacy
role. Should the information coun-
selor or broker act as an active guide
through bureaucracies and red tape,

INFORMATION

and REFERRAL

or merely refer people to somewhere
else without being involved in the
actual transaction.

« Information and Referral agencies have

traditionally been service oriented;
that is, they make referrais to other
exigting services, usualy chose that are
funded by government, United Way

or other traditional and well-established

socia service organizations. People are
cherefore perhaps helped, hut usualy
ternporarity, enabled to survive a crisis
only, and not routed to a permanent

way out.

» The directories, and indexing of infor-
mation itself used by socid service
agencies, produced by information and
referral groups, is itsdf controversia.
Similar to some of the disputes in the
library world over how to categorize
information. with the myriad of im-
plicit world views in categorizing,
indexing schemes such as the Library
of Congress or Dewey Decimal sys-

tems. The social service directories,
and probably scon the computer-based ‘
retrieval systems. are an essential part
of information and referral, but the

orientation is toward inner agency
referral.

The United Way has recently swept
tie fidd clear for the acceotance of their
community resources classification sys-
tem, and it is predominantly service,
rather than problem, oriented.

The difference is subfle and impor-
tant. When we start from a base of ser-
vices, we are looking a what solutions
to problems have been institutionalized;
while if we ask ourselves what the prob-
lems are, we are forced to find resources
that may exist in any field, we are forced
to he multi-disciplined; we would have
to cross dangerous governmental bureau-
cratic borderlands and be in that mess
the real world is in where everything is
interrelated.

+ Alliance of Information and Referral
Services
5020 North 20th St., Suite 201
Phoenix, AZ 85061
“AIRS is the national coordinating group
nformation and referral specialists.
They publish a newdetter and assist in
the preparation of I&R standards (how
o referral, volunteer standards, classi-
fications, etc.).
Administration on Aging
National Clearinghouse on Aging
U.S. Dept. of Health, Editcation &
Welfare
= Office of Human Development

Washington, DC 20201
A mgor group working on information
and referra. Much of the I&R growth
in this country is related to the needs of
people at both ends of the scale; on the
one hand, the late sixties saw an in-
crease in hotlines, contact centers and
.~ youth programs-all in some way started
7 by that phenomenon we call running
away-and on the other end, senior
power, with the development of pro-
grams aimed at assisting older people
with their free time, which is often eaten
up by Social Security, welfare and other
forms of public assistance.

Especially good publications from
the Administration on Aging are the
studies done by Nicholas Long, under a
Title IV grant, caled Interstudy. The
reports include: &R Services, an anno-
tated bibliography; I&R Centres, a
- functional analysis, I&R Services: the
i Role Of Advocacy.

Community Information Centre (CIC}
1946 West Broadway
Vancouver, BC, Canada

CIC is the centra hub of a network of
very fine neighborhood information
centers scattered throughout the city

of Vancouver. They provide info on
services and events by telephone referral,
displaying of public notices and refer-
ence materids, they provide free meet-
ing space. phones, office equipment and
clerical assistance f”: community pro-
jects; and they help people wend their’
way through the maze of agencies by
helping them fill out forms and giving
practical or moral support in making
legitimate claims for services. A vist to
CIC is a marvel-volunteers busily an-
swering phones, file drawers and card
catalogues clicking, and bulletin boards
crammed with interesting notices. These
people know an amazing amount about
their city and have worked out an ef-
fective and efficient means of making
that information available to people
who need it.

Multnomab County Programs & Services

Office of County Management

426 SW. Stark St.

Portland, OR 97204
The catalog is an atempt at cataloging
the services provided by Multnomah
County government, with a focus on
accountability. Each description con-
tains problem statement, objectives,
productivity indicators and program
costs, which may sound rather dry, hut

| fed it is a tool for the public by

which they can better understand the
structure of county government and re-
lationships between costs and benefits.
Write to Don Eichman for more informa
tion.

United Way of America

801 North Fairfax St.

Alexandria, VA 22314

United Way has prepared the standards
for I&R that most agencies are referring
to and using.

Directory Of Human Services, Wasbing-
ton County, Oregon

Washington County Community

Action Organization

546 SEE. Baseline

Hillsboro, OR 97123
Ai. exhaustive, county-wide inventory
of services, groups, and organizations.
Unlike your basic urban area socid ser-
vice directory because 1) it's ahout an
area both urban and rural, 2) it includes
most everything under the sun, 3) has a
unique indexing system (developed by
the University of Southern California),
and 4) Jm Long, chief catdoger, offers
workshops-even in grade schools-on
how to use the catalog and how to ac-
cess community information in general.

The Directory aso graphicaly illus
trates the need and uses of computers—
if it takes 300 pages to cover a modest
(hut lovely) county in Oregon, what's
the state or ultimate cosmic catalog
look like? $4.95, includes quarterly
updates.




When you watch tv, listen to the radio,
or read newspapers, you get ads and
news. How does that information get
there? News people decide what's
newsworthy. Companies selling pro-
ducts have advertising budgets to pur-
chase space and time.

It's the Christmas season as | write
this. Commercia tv advertising goes
berserk. It is one of the most offensive
assaults on the senses ever master-
minded. But that's how big business
lets yon know its's there.

When a new product appears on the
market. media blitzes assure consumer
" awareness. Combine that with knowing

 where you can find that product-your
supermarket, or department store, etc.
The mass marketing of products.

Ornews and information. Wire
. services, newspaper chains, broadcast
groups and networks, and media con-
. Blomerates determine the uniformity of
‘what information gets printed, pub-

,, lished or aired in this country.

Where is the space-where are the
avenues—the vehicles-for the distribu-
ion of new and controversia ideas?
What about highly localized interests
and special concerns? And did you ever
ee an ad for Dr. Bronner’s soap?

- When Steve and | sat down to talk
about this section, we came up with a
- list of key words and concepts we think
about and use; as prompters to other
people about how information gets
communicated.

There are direct one-to-one and oue-
to-a-few methods that involve human
interaction—telephoning, letter writing,

' chain letters, conversations, round-
robins, door to door.

There are places where people get
together-public spaces. hospitality
spots, community resource centers,
churches and synagogues, community
schools.

And gatherings of people-potluck
dinners, block parties, town meetings,
salons, Classes, conferences, fairs.

There are people vehicles-messengers,
gadabouts, couriers, troubadors, min-
strels, grapevines, guilds and co-ops.

Small print vehicles-newsletters,
handbills, flyers, posters, grocery sacks,
match books, bumper stickers, buttons.

Public displays-kiosks, booths, bill-
boards, benches, bulletin boards, neon

+ digns and standing in one place long
- enough.

Commercial mass media-publishing
houses, daly newspapers, radio, tv,
IMoOVIES.

While you're collecting information,
what are ways of keeping track, or
methods of record keepizg?—memory,
notes, scraps of paper, minutes, note-
books, journals. scrapbooks, lists, fies,
index cards, key sort systems, com-
puters.

If you want to get the word out
about something, where do you start?
Well, what is your message? Who are
the publics you want to reach? How do
you package your information to reach
your audience?

How do you know when to use door
to door? or print up and post flyers? or
do a mass mailing? or prepare a press
release or hold a press conference? or
even buy an ad?

Do you need to know about media
in order to do the media? I’'m not sure.
But if you want to know how to use
media effectively, and to understand its
affect on you, then yes.

You can have dl the new ideas and
information in the world, but if you
don't know how to package it appropri-
ately, so that people understand it and
pay attention to it, then what have you
got?

There are ways to trandate commet-
cial mass marketing and promotion
techniques to the nonprofit sector and
community level. Whether you cal it
public relations, PR, publicity, promo-
tion, advertising. marketing, network-
ing, or hype—

Do you know how to get the word
around in your community?
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FRAME OF REFERENCE

Communications: Ckallenge/Response,
by Horizons ‘76, American Revolution
Bicentennial Administration, 1976, 2 5
pp., 754 from:
U.S. Government Priiszing Office
Washington, DC 204232
Fine overview; highlight the innovative
ways some groups and ¢ auaities wre
using media to commuricare public
information.

The Image: A Guid.:» Pseudo-Events
in America, by Iraniel Baorstin, Harper
Colophon, 1961, 31.5 pp.

A small gem; for mind set and frame of
reference. Recommended to me in 1968
by Larry Mans, this book grestly influ-
enced my understanding about the cre-
ation and distribution of information in
and on American culture. Discusses the
differences between news gathering and
news making, heroes and celebrities,
travelers and tourists, dreams and illu-
sions, and the arts of self-deception.
Interesting chapter on recommended
reading. Boorstin iscurrently Librarian
of Congress and better known for his
books, The American Experience.

Subliminal Seduction: Ad Media’s
Manipulation of a No: So Innocent
America, by Wilson Bryan Key, New
American Library, 1974

Devastating theories, pretty well docu-
mented; illustrated. (Recommended by
Joe Bakan)

i




The Seliizg of the President 1966, by
Joe McGinnis, Trident

The way Nixon got there. Good intro-
duction to the workings of high-powered
media campaigns.

Two periodicals. Adwertising Age and
Ezxblic Opinion Quarterly

Bapecially interesting reading is Ad Age’s
annealceport of how much money
American corporations spend yearly on
advertising. Checlzyour library

Early Foundations. Public Qpixicn by
Walter Lipmanr, 1922 (recommended
by Paul Ashdown), and Crystallizing
Public Opinion by Edward Bernays,
1923.

HOW-TO

There are many definitions of public
relations. Same cal! it the art of attract-
ing artention. Others say it's the art Of
using radio, television, newspapers and
magazines to inform and inflience pea-
fe. Still others say it is the means of
comminicating 10 the public what you
- or your group is all about. Public reia-
tions may be hard ze define, yet you
know it when you see 7.
Reaching the Pubiic

Getting Into Print, 1974, Pub. No. 484,
25¢, Breaking Into Broadeasting. 1976,
Pub. No. 586, 25¢, Reaching the Public,

1976, Pub. No. 491, 30¢ from:

“The League of Wemen Voters

1730 M St., N.W.

Washington. DC 20036
“For under $1 you can get a good feel
for how to get the word out. Excellent

resources.

A Handiéaok on Free Access to the
Media for Public Service Advertising,
by the Public Media Center, 1974,

free, seep. 110 for address.

Basicaly geared toward energy activists,
particularty how to combat image ad-
vertising by oi! and nuclear power
interests.

If You Want Air Time, 15¢, from:
The National Association of
Broadcasters
1771 N St., N.W,
Washington, DC 20036

The Organizers Manual, by the O.M.
Collective, Bantam, 1971, $1.25
Has a 40-page section on mass educa-

HPR1)

tio” and communications: reaching

people (leaflets, newsletters, postess,
etc.), canvassing, information centers,
speakers bureaus, mailing lists, mobiie
units, coffee houses, films, guerilla
theater and zaps.

Published atr the height of the Viet-
nam and urban conflicts and written
from a radical perspective, but il a
useful handbook.

How to Make the Media War& for You,
Catherine Samuels, 1974, $3 from:
Women's Action Alliance
370 Lexington Ave.
New York, NY 10017
Primarily written for use by women's
groups, hut also serves as a good intro-
duction.

Mediability: A Guide for Nen-Profiis,
Len Biegel and Aileen Lubin, 1975,
$8.95 from:

Taft Products, Inc.

100G Vermont Ave.,, N.W.

Washingron, DC 20005

How To Be Heard: Making the Media
Work for Yen, Ted Kiein and Fred
Danzig, Macmillan, 1974, $9.95

Both books contain useful information
refevant to small groups, though seem
to he addressed towards larger non-
profits, like charities.

There are severa “definitive’ profes-
sional guides to public relations and
publicity. Check with your loecal library
and PR people for recommendations.

Public Relations Society of America
845 Third Ave.
New York, NY 10022

Association of professional PR people.

National Public Relations Council
(NPRC)

815 Second Ave.

New York, NY 10017
Assisting the larger, more traditional
“onprofits. Publications list.

Public Advertising Council
1516 Westwood Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90024
Public service advertisng group

INNOVATIONS IN ACCESS

FREE SPEECH MESSAGES

Phil Jacklin

Committee for Qpen Media

San Jose State University

San Jose, CA 95192
Issue oriented spot messages, or “‘guest
editorials,” on the air in the Bay Area
since 1972,

PUBLIC SERVICE ART SPOTS
T&visionaries
Los Angeles county
Dept. of Parks & Recreation

Cultural Arts Section

155W. Washington Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90015
30 and 60 seconds in length, away to
present the work of independent film
and video makers on tv, where the aes-
thetic experience is the public service.

AN OP ED PAGE FOR TELEVISION

John Reilly

Globa Village

454 Broome St.

New York, NY 10012

212/966-7526
The idea for guest editorials to be
placed opposite the editorial page in
newspapers originated at the New York
Times in 1970. As a way to <lot inde-
pendent video and film documentarics
on television, John Reilly proposes that
public v stations initiste a “Video Op
Ed Page”

Petition to Fastitite a Notice of Inguiry
and Proposed Rulemaking on the Airing
of Public Service Announcements by
Broadcast Licensees, June1976, 46 pp.,
cost unknown:

Media Access Project (MAP)

1912 N St., N.W.

Washington, DC 20036

202/785-2613

Harvey Shiulman
MAP, on behalf of 71 citizen groups,
has petitioned the FCC to put some
teeth into public service announcements
{PSAs): to define them, the criteria for
airing, plus a study 0" licensee and net-
work practices with regard to PSAs.

MAP recommends that broadcast
stations ar at least three PSAs {mini-
murn 90 seconds) each consecutive two
hours and that at least 25 percent of all
aired PSAsbe loca in origin.

The petition itself is a highly readable
document about public service advertis-
ing-what it is, federal law, station prac-
tice, the role of the Advertisng Coun-
cil, which groups gain access and why.

TRY CABLE

Local origination channels often have
“message wheels’ that carry public ser-
vice announcements. To assist communi-
ty groups and government agencies, the
State of Oregon Extension Service pre-
pared a booklet indicating which cable
systems in the state accept public ser-
vice advertising.

Cabie-TV Service in Oregon, '75-76,
free from:
Extension Communications
Ad S 422
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR 97331

WORKSHOPS

PR workshops for nonprofits are most
often sponsored by local chapters of the
Public Relations Society, or broadcasters,
either a “o or low cost.




COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

Audiopool
Double Helix
390A Euclid
St. Louis, MO 63108
314/361-7111
John Mondello
Once you know you wanrt it, where do
you learn how to do it? Audiopoal is
one community’s answer-a community
access studio begun in Dec. 1975.
Provides two kinds of services: 1)
Program Production—staff will prepare
public service announcements ($13 per
30 seconds) as well as produce public
affairs and cultural programs. 2) Studio
serviceson a membership basis;, pro-
vides training and production work-
shops, a community NEwWsroom oper-
ates for the production of news reporis
for air on loca sations.
Double Helix has applied to the FCC
. for licenses ro operate nonprofit, non-
commercia radio and tv dations in St
ouis.

Center for Urban Educstion (CUE)

0245 SW. Bancroft

Portland, OR 97201

503/221-0984
Steve Schneider at CUE (funded by the
Ecumenica Ministries of Oregon) hns
been conducting community access t”
media workshops for severad years.

As a tool for theze workshops, and
to address the specific need to know the
individuals to contact in rbe media, CUE
prepered in 1972 what | believe t” be
the firt and only annotated city guide
fo newspapers and broadcast stations,
detailing deadlines, editors, public ser-
vice dircectors, audience/format, geo-
graphic arex covered, etc. The third
revised edition of the guide has been
expanded to include statewide informa-
tion (1977 Oregon Media Guide. $1.50).

Urbanarium, Public Communication
Scrvice
Rochester Institute of Technology
One Lomb Memorial Drive
Rochester, NY 14623
716/464-2337
Gene DePrez
Conducts a wide range of seminars in
media tools and access. A unique feature
of the program offers technical assis-
tance to community groups in develop-
ing communications projects.

1951.
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Public Media Center (PMC)

2751 Hyde St.

San Francisco, CA 94109

415/885-0200
A public service advert’sing organization
dedicating its energies “‘to the task of
representing the unrepresented-t” the
task of providing media access to those
who have important. often vital infor-
mation or concerns to share with the
public but who have been denied access
to the communications media in this
country because of a lack of funds, a
lack of professond skills, or because
their message was deemed ‘too con-
troversial.” "

In addition wo assisting local Bay
Area groups, PMC has developew, pro-
duced and distributed national media
camypaigns for Amnesty International,
Environmental Action Foundation,
Food Day, the United Farm Workers,
and on rhe dangers of nuclear power.

PMC's work is professiona and cre-
ative and has received good response
from the commercia media

CLASSIC MODERN COMMUNICATIONS PHILOSOPHY

Harold Innis, Bias of Communications, Univ. of Toronto Press,

Norbert Weiner. The Human Use of Human Beings: Cyber-
netics and Society, Doubleday, 1956.
Daniel Boorstin, The Image: A Guide to Pseudo-Events in

One can no longer speak of art without speaking of science
and technology. It is no longer possible to discuss physica
phrnomena without also embracing metaphysical realities.

The communicatiios aff humanity cbvioudv @ trendine
toward that future point a which virtually all information
will be spontaneoudy available and copyable a the individual
level; beyond that a vast transformation must occur. Today
when one speaks of cinema one implies a metamorphosis in
human perception.

This transformation is being redized on the personal level
as well as on the global front of the industrial equation itself,
where it can be realized only through the synergetic efforts of
al men applying dl disciplines. While persond films, video-
tapes and light shows will continue to expand human com-
munication on one level, organizations are suffusing art,
science and the eco-system of earth itself at that point where
all converge within the purview of modern technology.

Not only do computer, video and laser technologies promise
to transform our notion of redlity on & conceptual level, they
aso reveal paradoxes in the physical world that transcend and
remake our perception of that phenomenon as well.

Gene Youngblood, Expanded
Cinema, pp. 415-419

America, Harper Colophon, 1962.

Marshal McLuhan, Understanding Media: The Extensions of
Man, Signet, 1964.

Jacques Ellul, Technological Society, Vintage, 1967.

Lewis Mumford, The Myth of the Machine: Technics & Human
Development, Harcourt, 1967.

Buckminster Fuller, Utopia or Oblivion, Bantam. 1969; Ideas
& Integrities, Collier, 1969.

Edward Hall, The Silent Language, Fawcett, 1969.
Dimensions of Meaning, Doubleday, 1969.

Herbert Schiller, Mass Communications & American Empire,
Beacon, 19€9.

Edmund Carpenter, They Became What They Beheld. Dutton,
1970.

Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Univ.
of Chicago Press, 1970.

Gene Youngblood, Expanded Cinema, Dutton 1970.

Ben Bagdikian, The Information Machines. Harper & Row,
1971.

Brenda Maddox, Beyond Bazhel: New Directions i Communi-
cation, Beacon 1972.

Herbert Schiller, The Mind Managers, Beacon, 1973.

Tony Schwartz. The Responsive Chord, Auchor, 1974.

Edmund Carpenter, Oh What aBlow That Phantom Gave Me,
Bantam, 1974.

Bill Kuhns, Post-Industrial Prophets.

Edward Hal, Beyond Culture, Anchor, 1976.




Free For All/cpf

COMMERCIAL TV

One of my earliest memories/recollections of television is
coming home from school in the early afternoon to find my
mother tuned to the Army-McCarthy hearings.

Of course, there was aso Howdy Doody, Miss Frances’
Ding Dong School, Milton Berle, Hopalong Cassidy and the
Lone Ranger.

| grew up with tv growing up. As it made the transition
from live shows to pre-recorded tape. And the addition of a
public noncommercial network.

| am an avid tv watcher. Commercial programing, ¢ommer-
. «ials and news keep me up to date on what's happening in

- America and the way some people look at this country and
the world. Mush.

You don’'t have to buy what that little black box tries to
sl you.

Violence/soap operassheartburn & hemorrhoids/cartoons/
commerciais/sitcoms/football/prime time/TV Guide/ and the

weather.

If you don’t like what you see, or would like to see a wider
variety of programing, write the networks, contact your loca
broadcasters, and let them know what you think.

But it is important to know how to speak the language of
broadcasters before you get in touch. So first connect with the
groups helping to make people aware of the broadcasting in-
dustry and the method of regulation by the federa govern-

ment.

HISTORY AND AWARENESS

A History Of Broadcasting in the United States. Vol. I-A Tomwes

in Babel, \Jol. II—-The Golden Web, Vol. IlI-The Image
Empire, Erik Barnouw, Oxford University Press, 1966. 1968
1968, 1970. The most complete single work on the subject.
Also by Barnouw, Tube of Plenty: The Evelutionof Ameri-
can Television, Oxford, 1975, 518 pp., $14.95. A popular
approach, loaded with pictures.

Mass Communications & A merican Empire, Herbert Schiller,
Beacon Press, 1969. 170 pp. A critical, chilling study of
what's happened to our air waves. This book had a pro-
found effecton my thin&g about communications in the
20th century.

Equal Time: The Private Broadcaster and the Public Intervest,
Newton Minow, Atheneum, 1964. Chair of the FCC during
the Kennedy Administration; referred to televison as a
“vast wasteland” in his address to the 39th annua conven-
tion of the NAB in May 1961.

OADCASTING

Due to Circumstances Beyond Our Control, Fred Friendly,
Vintage Books, 1967. By a former president of CBS News.

News from Nowhere, Edward Jay Epstein.

The TV-Guided American, Arthur Asa Berger, Walker Zublish-
ing Co., 1976, 194 pp.

Channeling Children: Sex Stereotyping in Prime Time 1V,
2 pp., 1975. $2.50 from Women on Words & Images. Box
2163, Princeton, NJ 08540.

Man of High Fidelity: Edwin Howard Armstrong, a biography
by Lawrence Lessing, JP. Lippincott, 1956.

No Lawmb for Slaughter, Edward Lamb.

Prisne Time, the Biograpby of Edward R. Murrow, Alexander
Kendrick, 1960.

Network Project Notebooks, See page 115.

GOVERNMENT

Federal Communications Commission (FCC), Washington, DC
20554. Has a variety of free publications available. Write
the public information office.

Communications Act of 1934, USGPO, $1.25.

INDUSTRY

National Association of Broadcasters (NAB), 1771 N St., N.W.
Washington, DC 20036. 202/293-3500.

Broadcasting Magazine 1735 DeSales St., N.W.. Washington,
DC 20036. The industry’s weekly. Indexed in the Business
Periodicals Index (BPI).

Broadcasting Yearbook, by the editors of Broadcasting Maga-
zine. State-by-state directory to radio and v stations in the
UsS.

TV Guide, Triangle Publications, Radnor, PA 19088. Walter
Annenberg, president. The largest circulation weekly in the
world.

TV Factbook

ABC, 1330 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10019.

NBC, 30 Rockefeller Plaza. New York, NY 10020.

CBS, 51 W. 52nd St.,, New York, NY 10019.

GROUPS

Action for Children's Television (ACT). 46 Austin St., New-
tonville, MA 02160. Peggy Charren. Can put you in touch
with local groups;publicaticns, newsletter.

American Council for Better Broadcasts (ACBB),111 King St
St., Madison, WI 53703.

Citizens Communications Center, 1914 Sunderland Place, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20036. Frank Lloyd. Public interest com-
munications law firm. A key resource.

Council on Children, Media & Merchandisng {CCMM}, 1346
Co"". Ave, N.W., Washington, DC 20036, Robert Choate.
The ma’ who told you about the sugar in the cereal being
advertised on Saturday mornings.

Grey Panthers Media Watch, 1841 Broadway, Rm. 300, New
York NY 10023.

GWARM, Gay & Women's Alliance for Responsible Media,
Box 48, Brooklyn, NY 11202. Robin Souza.

Media Access Project (MAP), 1910 N St., N.W., Washington,
DC 20036. Harvey Shulman. Public interest communica
tions law firm.

National Association for Better Broadcasting (NABB), Box
43640, Los Angeles, CA 90043.

Nationa Black Media Codition (NBMC), 2027 Mass. Ave..
N.W., Washington, DC 20036, 202/797-7473.Pluria
Marshall.

National Citizens Committee for Broadeasting (NCCRB), 1028
Conn. Ave, N.W., Washington, DC 20036, 202/466-8407.
Where you can find former FCC Commissioner Nicholas
Johnson; NCCB publishesaccess, the magazine of the media
reform movement, $24/year.

Nationa Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New York,
NY 10027. Dave Pomeroy.
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York, NY 10029, 212/427-1080. Julio Rodriguez.

National Organization for Women (NOW), 5 S. Wabash, Chi-
cago, IL 160603. Has a National Media Task Force; prepared
a Broadcast Media Kit ($3 members, $5 non-members).

Prime Time School Televison (PTST}, 100 N. LaSalle S,
Chicago, Il. 60602. Helps you know how to use commer-
cial v educationszlly in the home.

United Church of Christ, Office of Communication, 289 Park
Ave. South, New York, NY 10010. Rev. Everett Parker.
Pioneer advocates for citizen access to the broadcast and
cable media

PRINT

access, see NCCB.

FCC Actions Alert. Free from rhe FCC te public interest
groups wishing to keep up to dare on Commission activities
and to give them an opportunity to make comments.

Parties in Interest: A Citizens Guide te Improving Television
and Radio, Robert Lewis Shayon, 1974, 28 pp., free from

Nin Lino tion, 6 LgtnAv., N

$8.95. Discusses the legal responsibilities of broadcasters
in regard te citizen participation, including the fairness doc-
trine. persona attack rule, politic&editorial rule, equal
time rule, complaints, political broadcasts.

Howro Talk Back to Your Television Set, Nicholas Johnson,
Bantam, 1970 {out of print).

TV Acrion Book, Jeffrey Schrank, 1974, McDougal Little &
Co., 128 pp., cest unknown. Workbook for monitoring the
media in your community.

The Family Guide 2 Children’s Television: What to Watch,
Whar to Miss, What to Change, and How to Do It, Evelyn
Kaye, Pantheon, 1975.

The Target List, 1976, 31 pp., $2 from Nationa Correspon-
dence Group. Box 1039, Pao Alto, CA 94302. Access to
corporations who advertise on tv; whether you like or
don't like the shows they sponsor, this hook will tell you
how to get intouch with them. Also publishes a newsletter,
Viewer’s Disgust.

“Access to Televison & Radio” in Freedom of the Press us.

Office of Communication, United Church of Christ.

How to Protect Your Rights in Television and Radio, Ralph
Jennings and Pamela Richard, 1974, $5.95 from United
Church of Christ Offics of Communicatiors. Information
on license renewal process and how to chalenge a renewal
request, how to enter a rulemaking, request for comments,
fairness doctrine complaints, cross-ownership complaints.

Bdlieved to bethe best resource.

Media Access: Your Rights to Express Your Views on Radio
and Television, Andrew Shapiro, Little Brown & Co., 1976.

Public Access. Benno Schmidt, Jr.. Praeger, 1976, $6.95.
Sponsored by rhe Aspen institute Program on Communica-
tion and Society and the National News Council.

Citizens Groups & Broadcasting, Donald Guimary, Praeger
Special Studies Program, 1975. A scholarly study of the
citizen broadcast reform movement-the impetus behind
it, history of early groups, followed by a case study of

three groups. the Greater Cleveland Radio and Television

There used to be what was cdled edu-
canonal radio and television. It meta
morphosed into public broadcasting in
the late '60s/the fourth network/sei up
and financidly assisted by the federa
government/noncommercial/high  cul-
ture/still educational/instructional/
NOVA/Masterpiece Theatre/All Things
Considered/The Great American Dream
Machine/Sesame Street/Zoom.

Most public stations are licensed to
educational institutions, others to pri-
vate nonprofit community foundations
whose boards of directors are similar to
those of art museums.

Volunteers provide a lot of support;
listener subscribers about one-third of a
station’s income.

Noncommercial tv stations are often
“instructional” during the day ro serve
school systems, and become “public” in
the late afzernoon.

Commercial hroadcasters say classical
music is an unprofitable format, so pub-
lic radio fills that gap by programing
primarily classicd music.

Do you watch public tv? Listen to
public radio?

Council, Action for Children’s Television, and the Citizens
Communication Center.

PUBLIC BROADCASTING

Public Television: A Program for Ac-
tion, the Reperi and Recommendations
of the Carnegie Commission on Educa-
donal Television, Harper & Row, 1967.

Corporation for Public Broadcasting
{CPB)

1111 16xh St., N.W.

Washington, DC 20006

202/293-6160
An independent agency, set up by an
act of Congress, furded by the govern-
ment and private foundations and busi-
nesses. Publishes the informative news-
letter CPB Reports, edited by Karen
Frank, available for free. CPB’s Report
of the Task Force on Women in Public
Broadcasting, 1975, is also available at
no charge.

National Public Radio (NER)
2025 M St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20036
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS)
475 L’Enfant Plaza West S.W.
Washington, DC 20024
202/488-5000
NPR and PBS are affiliations of public
radio and tv stations, and also provide
program services. Beth have available
lists of existing stations.

National Association of Educational
Broadcasters (NAER;
1346 Connecticut Ave. N.W.
Washington. DC 20036
Publghes the bi-monthly Public Tele-

communications Review (PTR), $18,
yr., and the useful annual, the NAEB
Directory of Public Telecommunica-
tions.

National Federation of Community
Broadcasters {NFCRB)
1716 21st St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20009
202/232-0404
See community radio.

Catch-44

WGBH

125 Western Ave.

Boston. MA 02134
A true innovation—the first and longest
running access program on public tv.

WGBH Television Workshop

and
The Televisien Laboratory

WNET

304 w. 58th st.

New York, NY 10019
Facilities supported by public tv da
tions set up for independent video
makers to explore experimental video
art and commentarnes.

RADIO

Rock and roll made me aware of radio.
Radio travels with you in your car.
Muzzak in eevators. See “No Soap, Radio.”




j13

What originaly began in the late "40s
as a way to improve tv program recep-
tion to rura areas having difficulty re-
ceiving signals (due to geography or dis-
tance) or without broadcast stations at
al, bloomed in the late '60s and early
'70s as a way to initiate new tv stations,
due to the limited number of broadcast
tv frequencies made available by the
FCC.

The idea and technology for un-
limited channels instigated many no-
rim-not only could cable rebroadcast
distant signals—chznnels could he set
up for community originated program-
iing. news, weather, college courses, etc.
"You would be able to vote, shop, bank
:dl via the cable.

In 1972 the FCC Third Report and
'Order caled for the establishment oi

three access channels-public, educa-
tional, government—to be set up on
already existing and al new cable systems
in the top 100 markets by 1977. Sys-
tems outside the largest markers with
over 3500 subscribers were required to
program one local origination channel.

The advent of small format, inexpen-
sive video porta-paks was also part of
the cable access picture and the Alter-
nate Media Center was set up to assist
cable operators in setting up these chan-
nels and video access centers.

Cabie was big business, a new indus-
try, and it was booming. But the eco-
nomic situation of the mid-'70s—infla-
tion, recession and high loan interest
rates-brought about a great outcry by
cable owners regarding rhe new cable
regulations-rhey were in a financial
crunch--and the date for establishing
access channels was postponed.

Butsocme cable operators remained
committed to the idea of community
access 1o cable and scattered around the
country public access programing is
flourishing, either on access or ilocal
origination channels.

Alternate Media Center (AMC)

144 Bleecker St

New Work, NY 14012

212/598-3338

George Stoney, Red Burns

AMC ser up the country’s first cable
public arcess channels and published
The Access Workbook {1973,300 pp.),
the definitive work on how to do it and
worth every penny of the $35 cost if
you're planning to go into the business;
available with it, or as a single copy for
$3 isThe Public Access Expericnce:
Profiles of Six centers (1973, 4-8 pp),
which describes the beginnings of the
first access channels.

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT ™

Center for Community Access Television at Amherst, Box 138.
Amherst, MA 01002. 413/549-2800. David Skillicorn.

Eastern Queens Community Cable TV Association, 217-62
Corbett Rd., Bayside, NY 11361, 212/229-1222. Don
Hanwood.

Schenectady Access Cable Council, 165 Eastern Parkway,
Schenectady, NY 12309. Stephanie Stewart.

Squirrel Hill Citizens Cable ‘TV, Box 8194, PFittsburgh, PA

15217

Milwaukie Committee for Cooperative Cable Communication
Systems, 1347 N Hackerr Ave., Milivatkee, WI 53211
414/962-2100. Bettie Eisendrath.

Santa Barbara Community Cable TV Project, 119 E. De La
Guerra, Santa Barbara, CA 93101.

Citizens for Community Cable. ¢/o Hawaii Council of Churches,
200 N. Vineyard Blvd., Rm. 403, Honolulu, H1 96817.

‘Sea-King Media Access Group, c¢/o American Friends Service
Committee, 814 N.E. 40th. Seattle, WA 98104.

PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNELS & CENTERS

Warner Cable of Somerville, 58 Day St., Somerville, MA 02143,
017/628-4050.

Public Access Productions, Cable Ch. 7, Box 572, Vineland,

: NJ 08360.

¥ Manhatran Cable TV Public Access, 120 E. 23rd St.. New York,
NY 10010, 212/260-3900.

Community Cable Center of Washington Heights-Inwood &
Marble Hill, 4790 Broadway, New York, NY 10034.

Reading Community Video Workshop, Berks TV Cable Co.,
112 Muhlenberg, Reading, PA 19602.

Orlando Public Access Workshop. 1111 Virginia Dr.. Orlando,
FL 32803.

Broadside Video. EIm & Millard, Johnson City, TN 37601

Video Access Center. Cable Ch. 7. Box 146. Columbus. IN
47 20 1, 813/372-8784.

TV Grant, Box 351, Janesville, WI 53545.

Madison Community Access Center, 305 W. Dayton St.
Madison, WI 53703, 266-4480.
Dekalb-Sycamore Community Access Center, Community
CAble 8,512-1/2E. Lincoln Hwy., Dekalb, I1L. 60115.
General Electric Cablevision Corp., 602 W. Glen Ave.. Peoria.
IL61614, 309/685-7671.

Austin Community Television, Capital Caisle Co.. 208 S.
Pdegtine St., Austin, TX 78701.

Theta Cable Television, Box 25990, Los Angeles, CA 90025,
213/829-2676.

Community Video Cater. Mission Cable, 6225 Federal Blvd.,
San Diego, CA 92114.

Bakersfield Community Video Access Center, Bakersfieid
Cable TV, 1615 V St., Bakersiield, CA 93301

Community Action Television, Viacom Cablevision of San
Francisco, 1174 Potrero Ave. San Francisco, CA 94110.
415/285-3300.

Public Access to Cable Televison (PACT), LVO Cable of
Hayward, 24800 Industrial Blvd., Hayward, CA 94545.

Acorn Community Television, 828-C Adecline St.,, Oakland,
CA 94607, 415/444-3068.

Marin Community Video (MCV), 65 Tamal Vista, Coop
Shopping Center, Corte Madera, CA.

Community Media Center, 299 Stackion Ave. San Jose,
CA 95112, 408/287-5729.

Videolani, Oceanic Cablevison, 851 Cooke St., Honolulu, HI

Kelly. Portland, OR 97201, 503/228-3532. John Platt.
CIRCT—Center for Innovation & Research in Cable Television.

117 N.W. 5th, Portland, OR 97209, 503/223-3419.
Viacom Cablevision. Box 2340. Lynwood, WA 98036.
Cowlitz Cableview,11th & Douglas Sireets, Longview, WA
98632, 206/425-7310.

TR
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| SATELLITE

Public access to communications
satellites is very new and exciting. The
extension of a communications tech-
nology, up to now available only to the
military, government and commercia
industrial interests, to commurity
oriented groups is happening now. Let's
hope it will contribute to helping us
talk to the person next door.

This is no miror undertaking on the

lesser funded groups are being assisted
by the Public Interest Satellite Asso-
ciation.

Easy Reading: chapters on satellite
communications in Beyond Babel and
Mass Communications & American
Empire. Also see, Satellite Spies, by
Sandra Hochman, Bobbs-Merrill, 1976,
$8.95.

National Aeronautics & Space Ad-
ministration (NASA)
Experimental Communications

Public Interest Satellite Assn. (PISA)

55 w. 44th St

New York, NY 10036

212/730-5172

Andy Horowitz

Publications include: Should People
Figbt for Satellites? (free), Communica-
tions Satellites: Now You Can Have
Them Too (free), A Global Survey of
Communication5 Satellite Systems ($2),
A Study of the Communications Needs,
Uses and Costs of Non-Profit OQrganiza-
tions ($7.50).

part of organizations wishing to de-
velop low-cost means of long distance
communication and information ex-
change. The planning is crucial and the
dollars necessary to put it into effect
are substantial. The larger nonprofits,
such as universities, medica ingtitutions
and public broadcasters, are working
through rhe Public Service Satdlite
Consortium. Smaller, grass roots and

NN e i P v s em—

Program

202/755-8571

(PSSC)

714/452-1140

Washington, DC 20546

Wasyl M. Lew, Experiments Manager
Public Service Satellite Consortium

404 Sorrento Valley Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92121

Carl Clark

23 Semin<le Ave

Baltimore, MD 21228

301/747-1395
Carl is a great information/communica-
tions experimenter. He is currently di-
recting a health satellite project that
will set up emergency medicd training
and information in Appalachia.

EASY READING

A Short Course in Cable, 1974, 13 pp., single copies free from
Office of Communications, United Church of Christ, 289

' Park Ave., South, New York, NY 10010.

‘Wired Nation. Cavle TV, The Electronic Communications
Highway, Ralph Lee Smith, 1972, Harper Colophon, $1.95
Background, history, issues and expectations.

Cable Handbook, 1275-76: A Guide to Cable and New Com-
munications Technologies, ed. Mary Louise Hallowell,
$6.95 plus 40¢ postage and handling from: Communica-
tions Press, 1346 Connecticut Ave, N.W.. Washington,
DC 20036. Mid-70s state of the art; extensive resource ci-
tations.

Social Services and Cable TV, Peg Kay and the Cable Tele-

5 vison Information Center, funded by a grant from the
National Science Foundation, July 1976, U.S. Government
Printing Office, cost unknown. Up to date and complete;
includes history, review of the literature, extensive bibliog-
raphy; sets forth many examples of socia services aready
implemented on the cable.

Design Study for Urban Telecommunications Experiments,
Summary Report, Paul Boriz, Principal Investigator, 1975,
170 pp,, cost unknown, from Denver Research Institute
Industrial  Economics Division, University of Denver, Den-
ver, CO 80210. Discusses interactive programing for home
subscribers and interactive information services in public
places.

On the Cable: The Television Of Abundance, Report of the
Sloan Commission on Cable Communications, 1971, 256
pp., McGraw Hill, 52.95.

Cable Television and the FCC: A Crisisin Media Control, Don
R. LeDuc, Temple University Press, 1973, 289 pp., $10.
Law and regulation. Excellent bibliography.

Cable Television: A Guide for Citizen Action, Monroe Price
and John Wicklein, 1972, 160 pp., 52.95 from United
Church of Christ.

The Cable Book: Community Television for Massachusetts?
11974, $3 from Urban Planning Aid, 639 Mass. Ave.. Cam-
bridge, MA 02139. Vauable introductory resource for
citizen involvement.

Cable Television in the Cities: Community Control, Public
Access and Minority Ownership, Charles Tate, ed., 1971,
$3.95 from the Urban Institute, 2100 M St., N.W.. Wash-
ington, DC 20037.

GOVERNMENT

Federd Cable Bureau, Federal Communications Commission,
Washingron, DC.

State Cable Commissions. Some states have setup cable au-
thorities to regulate the growth and operation of cable sys-
tems. Alaska, Connecticut. Delaware, Hawaii, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island,
Vermont.

Municipal Cable Officers. There is usually at least one person
in eity government assigned to keep track of cable develop-
ment, and many cities have established cable authorities or
Ccommissions.

INDUSTRY

National Cable Television Association (NCTA), %18 16th St
N.W., Washington, DC 20006, 202/466-8111. Free resourcs
packets. Publishes the annual Local Origination Directory,
$4.

State Cable Associations

Broadcasting Cable Yearbook, by the editors of Broadcasting
Magazine, 1735 De Sales St.,, N.W., Washington, DC 20036,
Stare by date directory of cable systems, and software and
hardware suppliers.

NW Cable Network, ¢fo Sharon Portin, Viacom Cablevision,
Box 2340, Lynwood, WA 98036. Regiona association of
local origination managers.

GROUPS & ORGANIZATIONS

Cable Teevision Information Cerier, 2100 M St., N.W.. Wash.
ington, DC 20037. Extensive publications schedule.

Cablecommunications Resource Center. 1900 L St, N.W,,
Washington, DC 20011, 292/296-5810. Jm Welbourne.
Particularly interested in assisting minority ownership of
cable systems. Pubiishes the bi-monthly Cablelines, $5/yr.

Publi-Cable, c/o State College, Kutztown, PA.

N.J. Cable Video Information Project, Urban Communications
Teaching & Research Center, Livingston College, Rutgers
University, State University of N.J, New Brunswick. NJ
08903, 201/932-4096.
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There’'s noone great al-encompassing
directory. But the following will send
you in the rightdirzction.

A Guide to Independent Film & Video,
Hollis Melton, ed., 1976, 87 pp., $4
from:

Anthology Film Archives

80 Wooster St.

New York, NY 10012
The final issue of the Bulletin for Flm
and Video. Leans towards fiim resour-
ces; the category breakdown and lack
of index make the information difficult
L0 access.

American Film Irstitute Guide to Col-
Iege Courses in Filn: & Television, Sam
Grogg and Victoria Venker, eds. Acro-
polis Books, 1975, $4.50.

Aspen Handbook gz the Media, 1275-
76, William Rivers smd William $tatez,
eds,, 1975, 182 pp.,, 53.95 from:

Aspen Institute
Program on Communications &
Society
360 Bryant St.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Good generd resource to established
media organizations and publications.

International Video Exchange Direc-
tory, annua from:

Video Inn

261 Powell St.

Vancouver, BC Canada
A vehicle for the direct exchange of
tapes and information among smdl for-
mat video producers and noncommer-
cial users of video. It is not alist of
everyone doing video but of those in-
terested in exchange. Only those listed
receive a copy of the dircetory.

Media Report to Women fadex/Direc-
tory, Donna Allen, ed., $6 from:

3306 Ross PI., N.W.

Washington, DC 20008
Most comprehensive annual of women's
media groups. This s specid. It aso
serves as a yearly index to the excellent
monthly, Media Report to Women. Just
reading the range of articles covered in
the magazine indicates the range of
concern and movement of women in
media.

£ -gDIRECTORIES L

Northwest Alternate Communications
Directory, 1976, $1 if avatlable from:

Cascadian Regiona i:kiary

Box 1492

Eugene, OR
Brian Livingston has organized severcs)
media conferences in the region, and this
directory grew out of the 1975 gather-
ing. An excelent mode for other re-
gions and cities.

New Wosman’s Survival Sourcebook,
Kirsten Grimstad and Susan Rennie,
eds., Knopf, 1975, $5

The Communications, Arts and Litera-
ture Sections can direct you to hundreds
of e