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NEW PRICE INCREASE.
It is with the greatest regret that we have

to announce that from this issue on our price
will be 50p/USA#1.25. per issue and pro rata -
for the full rates see left.

Our last increase was in Sept 1974» and over
the past year in which all financial hell has
broken loose we have successfully absorbed every
increase in printing and postage costs. The
present increase may seem a lot but is vital to
our survival otherwise we would not even enter-
tain it. Not only do we have to regain the
small security eroded by Tirice rises over the
past nine months, but this month sees another
punitive increase in postal charges, and further
increases in paper and printing costs in the
wake of another oil hike. So, please bear with
us. This new price of ours, God willing, will
see us through the next set of crises at least.
All current subscriptions at the old rate will
be honoured. In view of the lack of notice,we'11
accept renewals of subs currently lapsing, at
the old rates, if renewed promptly.

INFO & THE NEWS.
On vy recent trip to America, I

had prolonged discussions with Baul Willis,
President of INTO, on how best we can cooperate
in serving the continuance of Fort *s work. THE
NEWS has been warmly welcomed into INFO's
family, and our affiliation firmly cemented, and
there has been no compromise on editorial
independence. Several things have emerged from
this destined meeting already. The first is
that the INTO JOURNAL will go onto the same
bimonthly schedule as THE NEWS, and it is hoped
that a slightly thinner and more frequent
JOURNAL will sustain the increasing appetites
of the membership. The second is that we have
worked out a special deal giving a discount on
a .1oint subscription to both THE KEWS and the
JOURNAL on both regular and contributing levels
of membership to INPO. The basic deal is listed
on the left - but for more information please
write to THE NEWS, or to INPO: Box 367,
Arlington, VA22210, USA. For those who are
already subscribing to either magazine and wish
to take advantage of the Joint Deal - apply as
normal and we '11 credit your subscription with
the appropriate mags due to you.

The emphasis in the JOURNAL is towards more
articles and deductive work; THE NEWS leans
more towards reporting current Fortean events -
though neither mag feels particularly bound by
this. Here in THE NEWS your editor would like
to evolve the most up—to—date reporting, and to
do that we need to enlist the help of each
reader, for whom we do this anyway. We need you
to send in isaterial clipped or copied, from your
reading, local papers, anywhere. Such is the
pressure on your editor that he can't acknowledge
each clipping - but rest assured. Wot only are
they deeply appreciated but v/ill all be used
eventually and credited to you. (Follow the
instructions listed on the left;. Sometimes they
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are not used immediately, but are kept back for
a suitable tine (not too long) or a featured
compilation. In all cases, the more people we
have out scouring the world's media, the better
our service to you. It really is a case of the
more the merrier - so please spread the word.
This goes for both news and data on Fortean
events, and any articles on related issues that
you think may interest someone somewhere that
we can slot into our 'Did You See...?' feature.

FEST & LAST.
For those who have inquired - the proceedings

of FDEFFEST 75 will eventually be published by
INK). !Hiere are considerable technical difficul-
ties that will delay the matter, like finding
the time and equipment to transcribe most of

the talks. The Pest was not as well attended as
the previous year's, but there were more lect-
ures, aid their standard was consistently high
and interesting.

Next year's Fest will be more conveniently
located, probably in \feshington - and we'll
bring you news as it develops.

Last, and by no means least, I'd like to
express my sincere thanks to all

friends and Forteans in the USA, both those who
went out of their way to make me feel very
welcome and enjoy my stay there, and those who
made it all possible. The best way I can show
my appreciation to them all is by endeavouring
to continue and improve THE NEhfS at every
opportunity. With such support dedication is
an easy thing. Thank you one and all.

As a prelude to several of the items in this
issue we have compiled the following list
(doubtless incomplete) of quake and volcanic
activity over the past few months. You'll find
Ikul Devereux's and Andy York's discussions of
the developments at Stoke in their article on
Leicestershire phenomena later on in this issue,
and also our own summary of the freakish weather
that plagued Britain in your Editor's absence.
One thing that occurred to us while assembling
this list was the apparent sceneshifting — that

each hiatus in the groups of tremors at
Stoke was filled by geological activity in some
remote region. This may or may not mean anything
at all.

HAY: 26 - ocean quake between Azores & Iberian
peninsular, felt in Canaries, Ikdeira,
Las lalmas & Lisbon.

30 - minor tremor in Lancashire.
JULY: ? - (early J volcanoes blow in Hawaii &

I-bunt Baker, Washington State, USA.
8 - strong quake in l̂ gan, Burma.
16 - strong tremors in Stoke in early hours.
19 - strong tremors in Stoke in early hours,

& volcano blows in Java.
22 - strong tremors in Stoke in early hours.
23 - minor tremors in Stoke.

? - strong tremor recorded at Fort William,
Scotland, about this time.

24 - strong tremor in Stoke.
25 - minor tremors in Stoke.

AUG: 5 - strong tremors in Stoke in evening.
15 - tremor in Kensington, London.
19 - tremor in Stoke.
21 - tremor in Stoke.
24 - tremors in Hereford.

SEPT: 6 - major quake at Lice, Turkey. Estimated
3000 dead, 4000 wounded. 6.8 Richter.

8 - minor tremors in Lice region, Turkey.
10 — tremors in Stoke*
12 - "three tremors in 12 hours." in Stoke.
20 - quake in Hokkaido & Ibnshu, Japan.

The eruption on Mount Bater, VJashington State,
sopetime in early July was described as "sudden"
and experts "baffled and excited" (Daily Mail,
10 July 75. Cr: Steve Moore). Officially listed
as the world's 456th active volcano, it has been
Ions dormant. Ifevertheless its current throat-
clearing is giving authorities some concern, and
at least 10,000 acres have been closed off
around Mt Baker in anticipation of avalanches,
landslides, and the submergence of "tens of
miles" under hot mud, ash and lava. Already it
has burned its i/ay up through solid rock, melted
a 155ft glacier into a lake of 94 degrees F and
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rising, and produced a runoff of sulphuric acid
that has "killed fish miles away". Dr Stephen
MEilone of Washington University said: "We have
nothing in the historical record to compare with
it. It is all so unusual we have no way of
knowing what will happen."

Interestingly, at a recent meeting of the Inter-
national Geophysical Union at Grenoble, three US
sociologists read a paper on the financial and
political effects of predicting quakes 9months
to 3 years in advance for populated areas. These
ranged from drops in property values, heavy
unemployment, permanent closure of businesses,
and mass evacuation. Human — it doesnt seem to
be happening much in San Francisco — people seem
to have short memories and more immediate
problems. (New Scientist, 18 Sept 75.)

Nevertheless, we do have warning about a blow-
up that promises to be bigger than that which
took out Pompeii. A recent note (Reveille, 2 J%iy
75. Cr Kigel \Jatson) says that "Washington"
scientists expect fount St Helens, Oregon, about
200 miles from Mt Baker, to erupt in the next 25
years. Mt St Helens, said to be the most power-
ful volcano on the American mainland, last
blew in a serious way in 1500 AD, throwing out
nearly a cubic mile of lava and ashes. It erupted
again in 1857 and has been rumbling ever since.
There is no town in the vicinity - though
doubtless one populated by geologists will form
when the time comes.

JSI-SKTC ACTIVITY?

One of the standard fobs in the poltergeist game
is the blaming of the mysterious activity on
undetected tremors or "underground streams". How
this latter was supposed to transport objects
through the air escapes us, but we do bare in
mind the hypothesis favoured by several research—
.ers of the connexions between Portean phenomena
(including TJPOs and tyistery Animals) with water.

The case we are about to mention occurred not
long after the tremors in Llandrillo (and else-
where; last year (see HEWSes 3,4 & 5.) and
zaises an interesting question: when things
start shaking in one house,, is it more reasonable
to think of a poltezjgeist than a tremor, and
conversely, when shakes start all over the town,
is it more reasonable to think in terms of a
tremor than multiple—poltergeists? Perhaps. But
suppose all the effects of a tremor occur but
nothing seismic is recorded? Ahf what then?

The good people of Stoke and Flash lane can
be fougtfven their nerves after going through the
things we are recording in the last few months.
In that case,pity the poor residents of Bilston,
in Midlothian,who have had to put up with eerie
noises and vibrations which have remained
untraceable for the last 10 years. Over that
period,the villagers, who are said to believe

haunt ings to be the cause of the trouble, have
had their fears ignored. But now Councillor
Brian Ross plans to call in seismic experts. He
said: f"These people are not crazy. There is
something there and it is most alarming. I have
heard it myself."

Villagers claim that plaster has fallen from
ceilings and cracks have appeared in window
ledges. Mrs Barbara Ketchen, of Caerketton Ave,
says she has to take sleeping pills to sleep :
"But even then I am often kept awake by the noise.
It is really frightening. The whole house seems
to shake and sometimes I feel the place is
going to fall down." A neî ibour, Mrs Isabella
Haig,said: "It can be pretty spooky at night
when the windows rattle for hours on end."

Councillor Ross favours the idea that surface
compressors at Bilston Glen colliery are somehow
responsible - but the National Coal Board, who
seem to get a lot of stick these days (see pB. )
in turn blame it on a geological fault. We'd
be interested to know if those seismic fellows
found anything interesting - or anything at all.
(Scottish; Sunday JbLl, 5 May 1974. Cr: L Beer.

SCOBCHED EARTH.

The Dorset town of Clavell's Hard, near
Kimmeridge^was the scene of some strange effects
- smoke rises from cracks in the cliffs, the
ground is hot to the touch, and evil-smelling
gasses have killed off the ,f?rass. Deep down, the
ground is actually on fire.

The phenomenon was discovered by Douglas Cole,
a young geology research student from South-
ampton. He said: "There is a 3'6n layer of oil
shale underneath the rock which caught fire. This
is an extremely rare occurrence - the last case
noted in geological records was in 1826.
Immediately under the loose stone the ground is
red hot. If you thrust a stick into it, it would
burn. I measured temperatures of just over 500
degrees C."

Mr Reginald Leonard, engineer for Wareham
Rural Council,said: "We often hear of spontaneous
combustion in rubbish tips. But this is the first
I have heard of it happening in oil shale."
DaU Mail, 13 Dec 73. Cr: Steve toore.

CTJHIOUS BOULDERS.

Michael Start sent us an item from one of the
Sussex local papers — and we quote verbatim from
'Country Diary1 by John T White.

"One large boulder should not have caused me
such excitement. But this was a large pink
boulder. It was rounded and polished and the
place was the Selsey peninsular poking ft tentat-
ive finger out into the Channel. It looked very
much like granite, perhaps from Brittany or the
Channel Islands. It was far from hone, that was
certain. I hunted around the area and found
another large boulder of different texture and
colour in a village school playground. The head-
master told me that it was dug out of the gravels
beneath the playground when a new watermain was
laid. He directed me along the shore to West
Wittering where there were several no re boulders
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resting on the muddy tidal flats. If I had seen
them in the liorth Country I would have been happy
to call them glacial erratics, stones drag-red far
from their origin by the movement of ice. But the
conventional view of the Ice Age puts the linit
of the ice sheet on a line of the rivers Severn
and Thames and leaves the South uncovered.
Perhaps iceberg drifted up the Channel and
dropped loads of debris as they melted? There
have been several indications in recent years
that our knowledge of the Ice Age is imperfect."

A GARD£U MENACE IN INSTEAD.

This Ifeinstead is a suburb of Birmingham, and is
not to be confused with the one with a 'p1 in
London with an equally bizarre visitation (sec pi)

Mrs Anne Hodgkins of James Bd, Jfemstead, says
that her garden and those of her neighbours were
constantly under a "sea of black or brown smelly
liquid" - and that no one knew what it was. "It

is impossible to walk on the lawn because you
just sink ankle deep in the liquid. It has been
dry now for several days and the problems are
just as bad. The gardens have been like this for
years and getting steadily worse, and no one
knows what is causing it. When it rains,the lawns
are completely covered and tAe garden looks like
a lake."

Her neighbour, Mrs Minnie Carr,has been
fighting the problem for six years. She said
tests had been carried out^but no action taken.
Mrs Hodgkins added that the substance had rotted
away part of the garden fence and that if her
sons got any on their skin they came out in
spots.

A spokesman for Sandwell's Technical Services
Department said he had no knowledge of the
problem but "would have the matter investigated.11

Birmingham Evening ffe.il, 29 April 75. Cr: David
Sutton.

METEOROLOGICAL CURIOSITIES

It happened at least once before — the anni-
versary of Port's birthday (Aug 1874, see pR. )
appearing to trigger meteorological chaos. You
will find a summary of the climatic celebrations
of the nativity of 1972 (generally reckoned to
have been a vintage year for freak weather) in
IKED Journal 9t Pp36-38.

From early June this year there were signs
that our weather was going mad - on the same
day, June 2, there was snow in Elinburgh and
London was "hotter than Casablanca". By early
August temperatures hit the yQFa; the hottest
in London for 27 years, and the hottest in Paris
since records began in 1873. The heat drove
people and things crazy: ice-cream vendors
foû it each other in Bucks, while in Norfolk
they were driven off the beaches by swarming
flies; there was mass nude sunbathing in (gasp*)
Hove, Sussex, while in York people began throw*-
ing- themselves off bridges, fullyclothed, into
the river Ouse; in Guernsey 12,000 trays of
tomatoes went soft, while at London docks ,121
lorries became full of melted butter; firemen
shipped water to 65,000 parched hens in Cotten-
ham, Cambs, and in Germany farmers feared for
the virility of their pigs; and the occupants
of an experimental solar—house built by London
Bolytechnic at Bradville, Bucks, were driven
outside by the scorching room-temperatures of

158F. (Daily MLrror, Daily toil, 8 Aug 75|
Sunday Times, Sunday Erpress, 10 Aug 75. Cr:
Steve Jbore & Nigel Watson.)

Naturally the meteorologists were loudly
berated, and none got more stick than Prof EH
Lamb, of the Climatic Research unit (E Jnglia U)
who is known to the British press as 'The Ice
ten1 for his expression (only a month or so
prior to this heatwave) that Britain is sliding
towards a mini-ice-age. But despite shouting:
"No..no..no..no. I'm not going to see anybody.1*
(Daily Jfeil, 8 Aug 75. Cr: Steve Jbore.) he did
manage to get quoted in quite a few articles -
mostly the sort newsmen like, with experts
contradicting each other in succeeding para-
graphs. (See Sunday Times & Sunday People, 10
Aug 759 for a cross section.) - and remained
with his belief that the very eccentricity of
the weather is a symptom of an earth which is
growing colder, (ibr more on this subject see
New Scientist, 18 Sept 75, p665.)

At least one honest opinion made the papers -
Dr John Green of Imperial College (London) said:
"I can tell you the sky is clear because we have
an anticyclone. But if you want to know why we
have an anticyclone, I have to say that the
atmosphere is so infernally and beautifully
complicated that I just don't know."

All these events formed the background to
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a meeting of the World Meteorological Office at
Bast AngLia University (Observer, 24 Aug 75. Cr:
Steve Moore.) on climatic problems. In their
pronouncements we find no reference to the in-
fluence of the sun on our weather. Yet Ifeture
(v257, p113.) recently published a statistical
study that leaves very little doubt about the
reality of the theory (that solar flares affect
the geomagnetosphere, leading to bright aurorae
and troughs of low pressure in high latitudes.
And this in virtually the same week that a
bunch of 'scientists1 attempt to debunk astro-
logy (see Item on p23 this issue.) Hah.1 Anyway,
as IHFO 9 records, the freak weather in 1972
was preceded by the "most terrific solar storm
ever recorded." Indeed it can be pinned
down t loiter. It seems that ("by a happy coin-
cidence11 as New Scientist, 18 Sept 75, says) a
Dr JT Horng has published his observation that
terrestrial effects are caused by flare
groups between 6.7° and 19.9 E of the solar
meridian. (Astrophysics & Space Science, v35,
pL33.) It would be interesting to discover what
solar activity preceded our recent freak spell.

All the hot weather was relieved at intervals
by freak storms. Vfe only have cuttings on the
following, but we know there were more - one
reason for our perslstant requests for data.

The year kicked off with a monster hailstone,
or what was conveniently labled a hailstone,
that hit a block of flats in the Pulham Brad,
London on Jan 24. Efetimates of its weight vary
(the London edition of the Daily Mirror says
5Qlb| the Midlands edition, 651b). Considerable
damage to tiles and bricks was done to the flats
(Pulham Court) - and the police were reported
to have taken the monster away "as evidence". (?)
(Cr: Frank Adey & Steve Moore.)

About Jfey 7, a sudden storm in feyes County,
Oklahoma, precipitated hail about the siae of
"baseballs". Police dispatcher Merita Turner
claimed to have measured one at 7" diameter.
(Daily Mtil, 8 Hiy 75. Cr: Baul Screeton &
Steve Mx>re. Obe Weekly News, 1? fey 75, Cr:
Nigel Watson.)

There was an intense storm on the morning of
July 14f that raged for J>0 minutes, with violent
thunder and lightning, torrents of water, and
hailstones up to 3" diameter. Greenhouses were
wrecked, as were plastic rooves, cars dented,
plants flattened. The sudden volume of water
caused back pressure in the sewers, pushing up
3hwt drain covers and flooding the streets with
water and debris. A photo of some of the smaller
'stones (this page) with details of the story
appeared in the Birmingham Brening I-fall, 14 July
75. (Cr: David Sutton.J We can interject a
personal note here. The pesky missiles damaged
the skylight of the flat so recently vacated
by your editor, and much to the chagrin of Hunt
Hnerson who had just moved in.

FREAK TORHADOJES.

What was called a •freak tornado • "ravaged"
the small Quebec town of St Bonaventure on
25th July. 3h its brief 15 minutes it did con-
siderable damage - estimated at €ljM. About
400 residents were left homeless, at least 45
people injured - and a mother and twins were
killed when their caravan was picked up and
bowled along the ground. (Daily te.il 26 July 75.
Cr: Steve Jfcore).

On the 5th August, the hot weather in Britain
gave way to violent thunderstorms over the whole
country - for an itinerary of damage see most
papers of the following day. But there were
odd things going on elsewhere too - in the
Sahara desert, in the first rainfall in 6 years,
a man drowned as he plunged into a pool that
hadn't been there earlier. (Daily Mirror, 6 Aug
75. Cr: Steve Mx>re.)

On the night of the 5th, a "freak tornado"
ripped through the east side of Coventry,
damaging dozens of houses, uprooting trees, and
ruining greenhouses and plants with its barrage
of hail at it went throu#i Bâ inton, Ansty,
Vfood Bid, Jbtters Green and Nuneaton. At the
Baginton airfield,the airspeed indicator shot
from 12mph to its maximum of 100mph, so it's
conceivable the wind was even stronger. The
height of the fury seems to have been fairly
short, and brought with A such a torrent of

Some of the
smaller
hailstones that
fen in
Birmingham,
on 14 July.

Prom:
Birmingham
arening Jail,
H July 75.
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hailstones that "V/e couldn't see a thing out of
our windows. It was as if a white sheet had
been pulled over them.'* Another native said:
"The storm only lasted for 10 minutes, then it
went as suddenly as it had arrived. We were left
to stare out in the murky heat at a sheet of ice
slowly melting on the lawn. It was most unnat-
ural." Utetimates of the hailstones here ran to
"at least an inch in diameter." One interest-
ing aspect was the disagreement by some of the
victims over the lightning. The news-account
says that trees blocked five roads after being
struck by lightning, yet a I-fr Clark of the same
area said: "It was terrifying. There was no
thunder or lî itning - just hail the size of
half crowns and a violent wind." For other
details - rooves wrenched off, 5ton aircraft
blown backwards 20ft, and cows & sheep lifted
and carried away - see the lengthy account in
Coventry Brening Telegraph, 6 Aug 75. Cr: Ken
Satcliffe.

1DHE STOBJB.

There was another wave of violent storms a
couple of days later, on the evening of the 8th
Aug. More houses hit; powerlines down in Corn-
wall j people missing at sea. At Barrow-in—
Purness, a boy was struck by lightning. Light-
ning striking a house in Great VJakering, fissex,
melted polystyrene ceiling tiles onto a mother
and her three children who were taken to hosp-
ital shocked and burned. Two young boys were
trapped in an upstairs room when a house burst
into flames in Whitefield, I-fenchester, during
the storm. One was found later cut and burned
on an outhouse roof — the other died inside. One
curious aspect is that the f irebrigade seemed to
be in some doubt as to whether the house was
struck by lightning or not. A mysterious fire
during the height of a violent storm? It's the
sort of event that needs looking into. But this
is made doubly interesting by a mysterious
death during the height of a storm at Bidders-
field on the same night ( and which we '11 keep
for our 'Jtysterious Deaths' section hopefully
next issue ) in which a woman was found battered
to death in strange circumstances. (Daily Mrror
& Daily Ebcpress, 9 Aug 75; Sunday Express, 10
Aug 75. Cr: David Button & Steve I-bore.)

THE DELUGE AT HAMPSTEAD.

Ken Rogers is probably the most dangerous
man in Britain. The Aug 15 edition of the Hamp-
stead & Highgate licpress & News published a
feature about his intentions for an all-night
vî il on the heights of Parliament Kill, Hamp-
stead. Accompanying this is a photo of Ken, arm
outstretched, jabbing his finger boldly at the
sky. Doubtless it was taken a few days previous-
ly, but the answer came the previous evening.
As the Guardian of the 16th Aug put it. "Dark-
ness fell, the Heavens opened, and with thunder
and lightning a Divine Hand reached through the
clouds, pointed squarely at Ilampstead Heath and
hurled dovm hailstones as bij as marbles, flood
and disaster."

At 5.25pm on Aug 14 at least 3 million tons
of water fell on this small area of North London
(apx 4 miles by 2) in three hours. On the Heath,
6.72in of rain were recorded;much more than at
any time since records began in 19"!°; the equi-
valent of nearly 4 months summer rain (in 3hrs).
Needless to say, there was considerable flooding
and its attendant damage and problems and you
couldn't get a better summary of it than the
5 page special put out by the Hampstead & High-
gate Scpress & News, 22 Aug 75.

Again the meteorologists were brickl>atted.
The London Weather Centre put the odds on its
occurrence at over 1000 to 1. John Hillaby, a
regular of the New Scientist and resident in
the area,had only praise for the Ham &. High's
•Storm Issue', pointing out how lightly the
national press treated the matter. For instance,
though other parts of London were affected by
the storm, Hillaby, marvels at its peculiar
localisation over Hampstead - Holborn, not far
away recorded only 0.2 inches of rain.

And then there was its unexpectedness.
Hillaby, writing in the New Scientist (11 Sept
75) "with the authority of hindsight, I recall
plainly how, walking on the Heath early that
morning, the hard pan of clay, in places heav-
ily eroded, felt warm to the touch. The sultry
breezes raised micro-vortices of swirling dust-
devils that scuttled about like crabs. It felt
cooler inside the apartment than out... I can't
recall a tropical storm that matched the viol-
ence of that wet evening. At times there seemed
to be no visible lines, no rods of rain as you

normally see them. It fell in misty sheets with
a noise like boiling fat.11

Hundreds were left homeless when they had to
hastily evacuate. Damage estimated at "tens of
thousands" of pounds, not to mention the great
personal losses sustained when sewage was back-
fired' out of the overloaded drains to flood
into numberless flats — most of them uninsured.
There was utter chaos on the roads, the railways,
and many thousands of phones were rendered
inoperable. The police, fire and ambulance
services mobilized a full-scale disaster alert.
One man drowned in his flooded flat; and two
people were paralysed and burned when they were
blasted by lightning on the heath.

But Hillaby is wrong on one thing. He opens
his account by saying that in the proceeding
weeks "there had been no rain throughout most
of the country..." See above for those on the
5th & 8th of the same month.

Oh yes — the hailstones. These were a nodest
•J" and were soon lost in the vast quantity of
water.

There were a couple of Fortean events, in
themselves not out of the ordinary, but happen-
ing as they they do in the midst of this chaos
are worthy of mention. During the heavy down-
pour a man in a flat in Onslow -Gardens, Ken-
sington, found a Vfest African python on his
kitchen window ledge...four storeys up. It was
taken a\vay to London Zoo. 'Phe other event is
of the nore esoteric Portean data. The beginning

oont on p20,,«
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by Paul Devereux & Andrew York
part two

Shortly after NEWS 11 went to tne prin-
ters a new surge of seismic activity
began in the Stoke area, and, later, in
Hereford. This study of the Leics. -
Staffs, fault area has, figuratively
speaking, exploded in our faces. So beset
are we by events that we cannot avoid a
sneaking suspicion that dear old Charles
F. is pulling some strings over there on
t'other side of the Great Divide...,

SEISMIC LANDSCAPE (& PART l) REVISITED)

Between midnight on July 15th and 8 a.m.
on July l6th tremors were reported affe-
cting an area within a three mile radius
of Stoke. At least two distinct, strong
tremors were felt. Masonry was affected.
One witness said that he heard "a heavy
rumble" which he thought was an explos-
ion. He described the tremor as being
like "hitting something in a car." Ano-
ther witness said: "There was a bang and
the tremors were terrible, like a gigan-
tic kick. Everyone was terrified." The
cause of the tremors was "a mystery" it
was stated, but the undercurrent of fee-
ling was still that the National Coal
Board was to blame. Another "explanation"
that started to become fashionable from
these tremors onwards was the idea of old
mineworkings collapsing, causing subter-
ranean rumbling and surface disturbance.
Trent Vale was again a focus for the
tremors, particularly "Flash.Lane" to
the north of the area.

Between midnight on July l8th and early
morning on July 19th there was another
set of tremors. Jack Ashley MP angrily
demanded an investigation and it was
learned that the Dept. of Energy had
already ordered an enquiry after the
tremors of the 15th/l6th. Old minework-
ings were again touted as a possible
explanation in the press for tremors
reported in the Leicester area on the
l8th July.

Between midnight (here we go again) on
July 21st and early morning on July 22nd
there was a third set of tremors. The
press slipped in the "collapsing mine-
workings" again.

On 23rd July ATV Midlands reported that
Stoke had suffered yet another tremor,
though it was minor compared to the
previous set of quakes.

BBC Radio 2 reported another tremor on
Thursday 2^th July. It was apparently
pretty strong because it "threw furnit-
ure around".

Another set of tremors was reported on
the night of July 25th. The 'Times' of
July 26th reported that a con-
ference to discuss recurring earth trem-
ors at Stoke was to be held on August
5th in Stoke itself. Representatives of
the Dept. of Energy, the Global Seismic
Unit (Edinburgh) and Keele University
were going to attend, along with NCB and
local authority officials. The 'Titres'
piece also reported an incorrect (too
few) number of tremors in the Stoke area
Was it coincidental that in the same
edition the Nature-Times 'Science Report
provided news of recently-designed stat-
istical work in geophysics which was
yielding evidence of a link between
earthquakes, microchanges in the length
of the day, variations in the magnetic
field of the Earth and the Chandler Wob-
ble (Earth-axis deviation)? The report
added that similar work seeking the ide-
ntification of other geophysical relat-
ionships might lead eventually to a more
complete understanding of the Earth as
an integrated dynamic system.

Newspapers (e.g. Times, Telegraph) repo-
rted on August 2nd that the NCB was go-
ing to advance cash for homes damaged in
the tremors^ but the NCB clearly indica-
ted that it did not feel itself to be in
any way responsible for the damage. The
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money was made available as an interest-
free loan to whoever would eventually
foot the bill.

And so August 5th dawned, and hope of an
answer to their torment gleamed bright
in the eye of many a Stoke citizen. The
conference duly met and ruminated and
faced irate residents. What could the
tremors be caused by? The results were
catalogued by the press on August 6th.
Shock headlines: "GEOLOGICAL FAULTS CAU^
SED TREMORS, EXPERTS BELIEVE" the Times
said (notice cute use of past tense).
What was this - no collapsing old mines?
Indeed, Dr Christopher Browett of the
Global Seismic Unit and other experts
were confident that the tremors were not
caused by old mineworkings collapsing.
"It's not going to get into a nasty ear-
thquake," Dr Browett said, £0 reassure
everyone. In addition, seismic monitor-
ing units were to be set up in the area
as soon as possible. The Daily Mail bec-
ame more excited by the issue than the
Times and ran a major, tongue-in-cheek
article on the tremors and the confere-
nce. The article pointed out that "only
three quid up the line from Euston"
there were series of tremors that were
becoming "very scary". A geological exp-
ert interviewed on ATV, while trying to
minimise the Staffs, tremors, let slip
that Fort William in Scotland had had
tremors two weeks before "10 times big-
ger" than the Stoke ones. (WHAAT?) That
would date them around July 23rd.

Flash I Jine: where the phenomena happen

ABEDALE FAULT NEWCASTLE FAttT
Trent Vak

How Trent Vale straddles the geological ' slip'

Diagrams from the Sunday Tines, 10 Aug 75.

"Within hours of the conference" the
hand of coincidence struck in the form
of two severe tremors. The first one
came in the evening of August 5th and
tne second on the morning of the 6th
(Happy Birthday Charles Fort)..! The Sen-
tinel of August 6th ran huge front-page
headlines on the double-tremor. (Ahh,
and we have seen the whole story g'row
from a few teeny-weeny lines in the in-
ner pages in months gone by. Remember
you read about it first in rne NEWS!)
The Sunday Times of August lOth ran a
feature on the Stoke tremors, remarking
how "decidedly unBritish" the whole aff-
air was. They reported that a Stoke res-
ident was the first person in a partic-
ular insurance company's history to claim
earthquake damages.

(Up on Charnwood, we heard the old-timers
muttering into their beer that the expe-
rts could do worse than look in the for-
est for the cause of the Stoke tremors.)

We have no reports of tremors for the
next week or so. On August l^th7ATV rep-
orted the setting up of the first of the
monitoring sxations in the Stoke area.
The Times of the 19th August said that
the universities of Durham, Edinburgh
and Keele were joining forces on the
study of the Staffs, seismic phenomena.
ATV reported, also on the 19th, that th-
ere had been another Stoke tremor - "the
15th in the last 5 weeks."

The tremor-saga took an odd turn on the
15th August. A "mystery tremor" rattled
a house in Kensington, W London, and
brought a ceiling down. The West London
Observer of the 21st August said that
the cause of the tremor had not been
discovered, although various theories
(all rather weak) were put forward.

There was another Stoke tremor on August
21st. Then, on August 2^th, a quake sho-
ok Hereford (one of Fort 's well-chroni-
cled areas) ±-1 and people ran out into
the streets in their night-clothes. A
"double muff led explosion" was heard at
the time of the tremor. Experts at Stoke,
obviously taken off guard, hurriedly ex-
claimed that there was "no connection"
with the Stoke tremors...

* Your editor has always thought August 9th to
be Charles Jbrt's birthdate. Clearly there was
some confusion in our minds and we scurried to
Damon Knight's biography. He gives August 6th.
Elsewhere, in the pages of ESSO Journal the 9th
is referred to. We'll investigate further -
though it seems perfectly in keeping with the
subject of our irreverence to establish a
movable feast - or better yet, get the flagons
out on both days — Xl.

** see H5W LAHDS, chapter 29 - SL.
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There are distinctly Fortean aspects of
the Stoke tremors. The Sentinel inter-
viewed a resident who said that the tre-
mors seemed to happen at 10 minutes to
the hour every time. Indeed, the tremors
following the Stoke conference occurred
at 1O.5O in the evening of the 5th Aug.
and 1O.5O the morning of the 6th (Happy
synchronicity, Charles.'). Most of the
tremors seem to have taken place late in
the evening or early morning. It was
this sort of regularity that convinced
many people that the NCB must be invol-
ved. One local man also mentioned (in
the Sunday Times) that the tremors were
nearly always preceded by heavy rain.

Certainly, the weather in Britain has
been odd. Like most of N Europe,the UK
has had one of its hottest summers for
years. Yet at Buxton, not far from Leek,
there was snow on the ground on June 2nd.
Within 1O days the temperature was in the
80s at the same place and, later on, in
the 90s. Even by the standards of Brit-
ish weather, that sort of change is rid-
iculous. Preceding and during the July-
August tremor period,Leics. experienced
some incredibly fierce electrical storms,
particularly on Charnwood Forest. (Some
folk on tne Forest told us that they had
also heard the 'old volcano* rumbling).
Between mid-July and mid-August,thunder
was frequently fin the air1 and many
people complained of headaches and naus-
ea. On the 5th August, the day of the
conference in Stoke, there was a fierce
thunderstorm and in the evening, k hours
before the Stoke tremor the same day, a
freak whirlwind swept across parts of

| J CHARNWOOD FOtEST
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the Hinckley area in the Stoke Golding
direction, causing a great deal of dam-
age. One witness said there had been a
very cold wind just before the whirlwind
appeared. The 8th August was the hottest
day in Leicester since the l88Os. Elec-
trical storms affected many parts of
England and Wales during August, and an
incredible flash storm struck London
causing floods and disruption within
minutes. There are no records of anyth-
ing even approaching such a vicious met-
eorological event ever having happened
in London before.ULi

Around the world, too, there seems to
have been considerable geological/meteo-
rological disturbances. Amongst a whole
procession of natural disasters and freak
events,we note the new volcanoes in the
USSR; tremors in California; the 'exti-
nct1 volcano Mount Baker, in Washington
State, unexpectedly reactivating itself;
a freak tornado in Quebec; freak rains
in the Sahara - and so on. All during
the period we are concerned with here.
The recent Turkish earthquake is perhaps
the most tragic example of this worldwide
disturbance. 1 * t.*

We notice a lunar correlation with regard
to the UK tremors. Quakes in Stoke on the
2lst, 23rd, 2^th & 25th July (and Fort
William around the 23rd) seem to relate
to the full moon of the 23rd. The next
group of tremors on the 5th & 6th August
preceded the new moon of the ?th. The
next group on the 19th, 21st & 2^th (Her-
eford) August, coincided with the full
moon of the 21st. The Stoke/Leics. tre-
mors of the I5th/l6th and l8th July do
not seem to relate to this clear-cut,
full-phase lunar pattern.

We also have more reports of UFO activ-
ity in the February - September period -
with an increased number in August coin-
ciding with the key seismic/meteorolog-
ical period in the area. Some of these
sightings are truly remarkable and most
occurred within 1O miles of Croft Hill,
some within 2 or 3 miles. Thus we grow
increasingly confident in our observat-
ion that the area to the S and SW of
Leicester, dominated by the probable
Mesomphalos now called Croft Hill, is a
key UFO area (in addition to its affin-
ity for a variety of seismic, meteorol-
ogical and supernatural events). LAPRO
confirm that this is in accordance with
their findings too. On some occasions
UFOs appeared in the same part of the
sky on 2 or 3 successive evenings. South
Wigston was yet again a frequent UFO-
sighting point.

thl» lira - B,
f thl»
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During the summer months,sheep in Leics.
have been disappearing in ones and twos
and 1O sheep near Melton were "rustled"
at the end of July. Police have no leads.
As these events link time-wise with the
increased UFO-activity, and as we are
aware of American UFO-rustling phenomena,
LAPRO are conducting an investigation.

Finally, we have just received news of
very recent Stoke tremors. There was one
on the lOth September, the first for a
few weeks. Between the llth and 12th
there were more tremors around Stoke - 2_
within 2*t hours. During the night of the
llth,an exceptionally violent electrical
storm swept across Leics. during which a
house in Harwell (of meteorite fame - see
NEWS l\/\k) was taken apart by a thunder-
bolt (ball-lightning). A witness said
that it looked like a "3-foot wide ball
of fire". The area reeked of sulphur af-
ter the incident. The fellow inside the
house was in the habit of wearing his cap
while watching TV. It got blown off his
head on the night of llth September.
It is evident that meteorological phen-
omena and seismic events are somehow
interlinked: they may not affect each
other directly, but are perhaps expres-
sions of some over-riding influence on
that part, or the whole, of the planet.
Although a few scientists seem to be
beginning to think along these lines,
most are still not sufficiently object-
ive to have even noticed the correlation.
It is part of a whole area of consider-
ation that we hope to return to at a
future date, but for now we must contin-
ue with our many-faceted study of the
Leics. fault area (with the occasional
glance in the Staffs, direction).

THE SUPERNATURAL LANDSCAPE.

A creature called 'Shag Dog1 was said to
have an abode in a swampy patch of gro-
und known as 'Shag Dog Pit1 along Black
Lane, a track running from Birstall to
Belgrave. (A fragment of this lane has
survived as a steep suburban road called
Kilby Avenue, but the pit has been fil-
led in.) "A big, black mastiff kind of
dog...wild, with luminous open jaws,
like dying coals in a dark room, and
eyes wide and staring, and glowing with
unearthly light".(9). It was said to be
in the habit of following people along
Black Lane before disappearing. On one
occasion,it is said to have saved a girl
from being accosted by appearing and
frightening off her would-be attacker.
One wonders if Black Lane could have
been part of a ley, as the name 'Black'
can sometimes be associated with a lev
as Watkins do) tells us. Both Birstall
and Belgrave are linked with the legend
of the giant, Bel. He boasted that he
could reach Leicester from Mountsorrel

in 3 jumps. He mounted his horse at Mou-
ntsorrel, took one leap to Wanlip, Bel's
horse burst its gall at Birstall, and
Bel himself died at Belgrave, just short
of Leicester. So we may have here an
interesting Black Dog/giantlore/ley
connection.

Birstall is about 10 miles from Croft
Hill. Another Black Dog encounter took
place within 2 or 3 miles of that enig-
matic eminence. One fine night in 1806,
a man was walking between Stoney Stanton
and Sapcote, his mind "anxiously engaged
upon a problem in mathematiks"(?). He
was about 8O yards from Scholar's Bridge
a place noted for its supernatural app-
earances, when he heard "a groaning sort
of noise" he could not account for, and
which alarmed him. He continued a short
distance and he had just put his foot on
the stone at the base of a stile close
to the bridge when an animal, larger
than a fox, which the man supposed to be
a 'shagged dog', brushed by his right
shoulder with "a surprising velocity".
He never saw the animal on the ground on
either side of the stile, but only in
mid-air, after which it was swallowed up
in the darkness of the night.

Close to the spot where this encounter
took place is Mill Hill, formerly famous
for fairy-rings and fairy-dances, about
which Nichols noted the local people
told many "wonderful, traditionary
tales" up to his day.
"Hand in hand we'll dance around,
Because this place is fairy-ground."

What qualities, we wonder, does an area
have to possess to be considered "fairv-
ground"? J

Although Leics. is not noted for its
ghostlore, we have found a large number
of accounts of hauntings and ghostly
traditions widely scattered. In this art-
icle we can only briefly outline a few
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of the ones we have gathered together,
but we hope this will prove sufficient
to indicate that the area is quite rich
in the kind of phenomena termed 'ghostly'.

Some Leics. inns seem to have more than
merely alcoholic spirits.1 The 'Woodman's
Stroke' in Rothley (where a former tem-
ple of the Knights Templars was situated)
is reputedly haunted by the ghost of a
big fellow, very tall and gaunt. He is
known as Gregory and it is a sign of
good luck to see him (The Grange at Rot-
hley also has an energetic poltergeist
on the premises). A grey lady haunts a
pub in Weiford. The 'Helper Inn1 in New-
ton Burgoland has an active ghost that
moves furniture, half suffocates some
male customers but tends to have a grope
at the ladies. The 'Moat Hotel' in Hum-
berstone has a similar poltergeist-type
ghost. Another noisy spirit haunts the
'Bakers Arms' pub adjoining the village
green at Blaby, while at the 'Plough
Inn', Birstall, there is a ghost which
on occasion heaves barrels all over the
place.

Various halls in the county are said to
be haunted - among them being the halls
at Tilton, Narborough, Bushby (polt) and
Bosworth (perpetually damp bloodstain).
An extraordinary ghost tradition is* att-
ached to Burleigh Hall. A "weird and
fearsome ghost" made regular visits to
the place, and made the house spin round
and round, especially on dark and stormy
nights - to the great terror of the res-
idents. One night, during a particularly
violent storm, the ghost gave a harsh
word of comnand and the house was trans-
ported bodily to its present position
from the summit of a neighbouring hill.
The ghost has never since returned. This
tradition is reminiscent of legends oft-
en associated with ancient churches, but
in reverse - churches are usually trans-
ported to high places.

In I9l8 a number of people saw a grey,
ghostly figure gliding through Markfield
graveyard. In 1965 several people saw a
headless figure drifting up the middle
of West Street, Leicester. A shapeshift-
ing entity was seen a number of times in
1972 in the 'Freewheeler Club' in Church-
gate, Leicester. The club, which was
built on an old site, had to be exorc-
ised. The 'Britella1 factory in Leices-
ter also had to be exorcised after a
fearsome spirit caused trouble with
workers.

Asfordby Rectory is haunted by a polter-
geist, and a hunch-backed ghost haunts
St. Helen's church at Oxenden Magna. The
vicar of St. Peter's church in Thornton
had to exorcise his own vicarage recen-
tly because his wife was disturbed by a
ghost. A derelict house near the church

itself was sometimes seen to have ghos-
tly lights in it. The very ancient chu-
rch of St. Nicholas in Leicester is said
to be haunted. The present vicar of Ash-
by Folville told us that he and his fam-
ily had recently moved from Coleorton
Rectory (near Thringstone) which was
haunted by an old woman and a noisy cr-
owd of phantom young girls. The vicar
and members of his family had directly
experienced aspects of this multiple
haunting. His wife had often been surr-
ounded by the ghostly sound of the pha-
ntom children's feet; his son had heard
his name called while the house was em-
pty; both he and his son watched a hou-
sebell being moved inexplicably, and
they all felt frequent and sudden drops
in temperature. On one occasion the
loudspeakers of a disconnected hi-fi
began to emit unintelligible mutterings
(The hall at Coleorton was a focus for
Wordsworth, Scott, Coleridge, Southey,
Constable, Wilkie and others in its day)

A headless figure is said to periodica-
lly appear on a footpath between Quorn
and Barrow. A Dr. Kirkland witnessed a
spectral funeral procession on the Ashby
road, and the A^28 road (about *t miles
south of the Leics. border) is haunted
by a phantom lorry. Numerous motorists
have reported looking in their rearview
mirrors to see a lorry bearing down on
them at top speed and then simply pass
through their vehicle. Eyewitnesses on
the roadside claim to have seen the
lorry passing through a whole line of
traffic.

Mr C.J.Williams (ll) has written about
Leics. 'White lady' ghosts. The county
has at least three, and possibly more.
One is at Grace Dieu Priory (now in
ruins), another is at the 'Hermitage'
and a third White Lady supposedly haunts
the churchyard at Belgrave. We seem to
recall the tradition of another one at
Bradgate House. Williams links the White

- • • ' " ••"'^''•^
Standing Stone next to Grace Dieu Priory ruins.
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lady ghosts with a widely known ghost
phenomenon. An example of this type of
ghost was named 'Bertha' in Bohemia and
Williams speculates that this may refer
to an ancient nature goddess 'Berchta',
meaning 'the brilliant one'. He also
points out that the Leics. White Lady
ghosts are associated with ancient sites.
The Grace Dieu Priory spectre has been
particularly active: buses have stopped
for it at the roadside next to the ruins
and it has sometimes moved in front of
motorists causing them considerable al-
arm. A standing stone is extant in the
field alongside Grace Dieu.
An old man who once lived in Hathern
used to walk to his favourite pub in
Shepshed almost every night, playing on
his pipe. One night he disappeared and
was never found again, but people (often
strangers) reported hearing the sound of
pipes in a nearby wood for years after-
wards. Because of the persistence of
these reports,the wood became known as
'Pipers Wood' (now destroyed by the Ml).
A Roman road is suspected to have run
through the wood.

In August 1933 the house of a Mr. Long
in Bell Lane, Leicester, was plagued by
'spook water1. It poured mysteriously
from the ceiling and no rational expla-
nation could be found. Later on, in dif-
ferent incidents, water sprayed from a
wall, cascaded down stairs, poured down
the living room walls and a jet of water
suddenly shot through the wallpaper and
splashed onto the fire. Even detectives
were called in, but to no avail. A jet
of water suddenly emerging from a wall
was witnessed by a photographer from the
Leicester Evening Mail. The 'spook water"
continued its antics for some months but
gradually lessened its activities and
then ceased altogether.

There is a fascinating tale concerning
the appearance of the Devil in Barrow-
on-Soar, near Loughborough, "within liv-
ing memory"(3). The account is tied up
with stories of local intrigue, but the
essence of the appearance is that early
one September morning (a Sunday) "a low
trolley with wheels" was seen travelling
at an "alarming speed". This trolley had
"lights of an astonishing brilliance"
fixed to it. The weird vehicle careered
off down the village street. A week lat-
er, a "dark, sinister figure dressed all
in black, riding a white horse" rode up
to a farmer and a group of his men. The
sinister figure "fixed the labourers
with a cold stare" before riding off,
laughing. Immediately after the rider
there came the brilliantly lit trolley
travelling down the street. The Devil?
Perhaps - but it sounds to us more like
a Man in Black.

On June 3Oth, 1753, a great fire began
at Shepshed (?). 85 bays of buildings
were consumed in the flames. The cause
of the fire was never determined. Shortly
after this fire had begun, another buil-
ding suddenly erupted in flames, 15O yds
from the main conflagration. As people
helped their neighbours with the flames,
they suddenly discovered that their own
property was alight. Several animals
were killed in this inexplicable out-
break of conflagrations, but no human
1i ve s we re lost.

We have located records of the "Cannons
of Barisal" type of phenomenon (volleys
of inexplicable aerial reports) occur-
ring near Hinckley in l6?2 and Buckmin-
ster in the l?2Os.

Presumed Standing Stone in an Jbmtock lane,
near the Church.

THE PSYCHIC LANDSCAPE.

The most shadowy and elusive aspects of
any landscape are those which relate to
the mental lives of its inhabitants.
Dreams, prophecies, "otherworld" commun-
ications. .. they slip away, difficult to
define and even more difficult to learn
about in the first place. We can only
record fragments that have come our way
- the tip of a psychic iceberg.

During our research,we came across rep-
orts of Hinckley-based contactees who
were active way back in 1966 (an import-
ant UFO-period in Leics. leading up to
the incredible nationwide UFO activity
o£ 1967). They employed automatic writ-
ing and trance mediums, according to the
reports we discovered. The matter reach-
ed a climax when the group, accompanied
by journalists, visited a site "near
Huncote" on the instructions of "extra-
terrestrials" in order to meet with the
alien entities. It proved negative. We
set out to trace this group, now dormant
for 9 years. We finally located a member
of the group who had become custodian of
the writings and tape-recordings. We
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Automatic writing obtained by
Hinckley-baBed UPO group in

1966-67.

were not surprised to find that the site
near Huncote (there is a markstone near
this village embraced by the trunk of a
tree) where the meeting with the extra-
terrestrials should have taken place,
turned out to be Croft Hill. We saw
quite literally thousands of sheets of
garbled English and pictographic-type
automatic writing and listened to some
of the dozens of tapes recorded at sit-
tings with a London medium who was prep-
ared to work with the group. (Other med-
iums chose not to assist the group which
was also shunned by UFO groups: 1965-66
were early days for a psychic approach

to UFOs). The ouija, automatic writing
and their medium were the only ways the
group ever contacted the 'ultraterrest-
rials', to use John Keel's term. An
entity that frequently communicated
with the group called himself JIRO - a
ludicrous appelation of the sort that
seems common to many contactee accounts.
The number 23 was communicated repeat-
edly both in the writings and through
the medium, but the members of the gro-
up could never understand why. We list-
ened to one tape that consisted of the
medium's transformed voice referring
constantly to '23' and (phonetically)
'Leer' (Lear, Leire, Llyr?). It may be
worth noting that the number 23 is con-
sidered a significant day-of-month date
by some people, including NEWS-contrib-
utor William Porter. *±*JL* The entities
referred to the concept of a supreme
being as KHE - though at other times KHI
seemed to be one of the communicating
entities. Some of the entities claimed
they had lived on Earth millenia ago,
and that telepathy had preceded speech.
The contactee group could never obtain
clear information as to whether these

*»»»» in THE XEUS 5/12 - Bl.

entities were now extraterrestrials or
not: it appears to us that though some
members of the group were wont to assume
that they were, the communications do
not altogether support the idea. Typical
of much contactee material, the entities
warned of nuclear war. One entity clai-
med it came from LEHRA or LEHAR (Llyr,
etc,again?). Sagittarius was also men-
tioned, and Saturn. On tape, the entit-
ies speaking through the medium displ-
ayed different characters and voices,
all with heavy Asian accents. The com-
munications contain references to the
numbers 666 and 33 (sometimes 333) as
well as 23- Apart from JIRO, other named
entities included characters called MIL,
SEPTA SIGS and GILIL.

In general, the prolific communications
are difficult to understand and seem by
turn cryptic, poetic, symbolic, cliche-
ridden and just plain ridiculous. The
contactee group were given the occasion-
al small-scale piece of information that
could be verified later, but information
of a more major kind relating to meet-
ings with the entities or the appeara-
nces of UFOs turned out to be hoaxes.
Two other sites for meetings were given
prior to the Croft Hill occasion. One of
these sites was near the village of Wol-
vey and the other was Groby Pool, the
largest sheet of naturally-occurring
water in the county. Both these sites
are exactly equidistant from Croft.

A member of the group we spoke to adm-
itted that they never really grasped
what was going on. Towards the end of
1966 the group split up. "We were going
round and round in circles," one of them
said, "and becoming overwrought, egged
on by promises not fulfilled. We could
see, I think, that it would have been
dangerous to go on, someone might have
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gone over the edge". And that seems a
sensible point for us to leave it too.

The night before the battle of Bosworth,
King Richard camped on the prehistoric
earthworks known as 'The Bradshaws ' .
During the night, Richard had a vision
while lying in his tent. "There appeared
unto him divers fearful ghosts, running
about him, not suffering him to take any
rest, still crying revenge, which vision
he related to his friends in the morn-
ing". (7). We also refer readers to NEWS
10/9.

Late in 1?0̂  there began what became
known as the 'Cropston Miracle' (Crop-
ston is on Charnwood). Various local
clergymen of the day and other witnesses
wrote up an account of the event and
this in turn was preserved by Nichols
(7). Briefly, the matter involved a
young fellow called John Cook. He became
inflicted with a strange illness that
caused his face and body to become inf-
lamed and swollen, and no part of his
body was free from pain. By midsummer
1705 j John had been in bed for 6 months
and his pain and the contraction of his
muscles were worse. He could not move
and was expected to die. His father, no
doubt with the best of intentions, had
someone pull John's legs while he sat
on the lad's knees. "Upon complaint of
...pain, they desisted from such afflic-
ting experiments." Early in December,
John heard a disembodied voice say:

"John, John, John, arise, for thy limbs
are restored unto thee, and walk". John
wanted to attempt to rise but his father
would not hear of it, and reproved him
for his talk of voices. John Cook sank
into a deep melancholy, but 12 days
later the voice spoke to him again, this
time louder than before. "This voice
seemed to him as forced about a yard
above his head, and was so loud, that he
believes it might have been heard into
the next room." And John Cook got up,
with a crackling of his knees, and wal-
ked free, completely cured, to the amaz-
ement of relatives and neighbours.
Coming right up to the present time we
have records of two minor prophecies, a
strange dream and more possible 'other-
world' communications.

The Leicester Mercury (July l6th, 1975)
reported that a Barwell woman had had a
premonition that there was going to be a
tragedy involving someone in her family.
She communicated her fears to relatives.
Shortly afterwards, her daughter-in-law
was killed and her son injured in an
accident in Majorca.

Stoke's 'Evening Sentinel1 reported in
August 1975 that there was a prophecy
that might relate to the current swarm
of tremors. A Mr. Boulton said that his
grandfather had prophesied 60 years ago
that "the land in this area would shake
and tremble, causing cracks to appear on
the surface".

Th* C*k» Huglag Stone,

fro* R>tt«r (8).
Al .1 very short distance from the spot on which this Quern was found, is the suTnilar

stone (sec engraving) culled Hanging Stone—a name which it has probably borne from very
remote times; and 1 attach considerable importance, in the establishing of my proposition,
to the proximity of these two ancient relics to each other.

Many have entertained a belief that the upper of these Hanging Stones was artificially
raised upon the platform of the other. The geologist arrives at a different conclusion, and
accounts for most of them by means purely natural. But whether the stones were placed
in their present extraordinary position by nature or art, they must, in limes when supersti-
tion held the minds of men under its sway, have been contemplated with extreme veneration.
And it should be remembered, that wherever such apparently mysterious formations pre-
sented themselves, the Druids, ever alive to what might be auxiliary to their influence over
the people, did not fail to turn them to good account Even in these days, the stranger
cannot behold the pile without feelings approaching to awe. No one riding up to the lower
side of it, on a spirited horse, cau fail to observe the emotion of the animal; and an old
forester states, that Mr. Gisboruc'.s Scotch cattle, on their first arrival, always gaze at it
with wonder! " 1 take care," added he, " never to be near it after twilight has begun I"

These stones bear a striking resemblance to those in Wales and Derbyshire, which
antiquaries have almost unanimously pronounced Cromlechs. "The word Cram signifies
crooked, or bending, and lech a Jlal almte. Hence the belief that they were altars, or
objects to which the antients bowed."* A pile more likely to be selected as an object of
idolatrous veneration could not easily be found.f

But to return to the Oaks Hanging Stone.—A spot which is about the centre of a triangle
formed by that stone, Kile Hill and the Tin Meadows, was, according to the information
of an old Forest Keeper of Lord Hastings', always called " the Grove" before the inclostirc.
'l rna^' *n earb' t»«cs nave kcen «• grove to some temple, or to this Hanging Stone Cromlech.
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The woman who reported the close-up view
of the UFO mentioned in NEWS 11/1? has
subsequently become very upset about the
sighting and has suffered dreams. In
these she is apparently in a room on a
spaceship, unnoticed by, or invisible to,
the crew members. The room is filled
with control panels. Then one of the
crew turns and looks straight at her as
if surprised. She feels herself go comp-
letely cold and awakes in a heavy sweat.
Just her unusual experience playing on
her mind - or something more?

Early in 1975, shortly after Leicester's
UFO study group, LAPRO, had set up their
organisation, they received 3 hoax phone
calls, from apparently different callers
each time. One caller gave a false num-
ber and the other two had LAPRO members
going out to .false addresses to witness
UFOs. Not only were there no UFOs on
view, but the phoney addresses were par-
ticularly odd. One was once valid but
was now a demolished house, while the
other was a gap in a row of houses where
the house number LAPRO had been given
would have existed 'if the gap had not
been there...if you see what we mean. At
the time LAPRO members were not aquainted
with the Men in Black hoax syndrome out-
lined by Keel in his books.

We have heard rumours concerning another,
current^Leics. contactee group who claim
they can lay on telepathic contact with
UFOs, causing them to appear. We are
following -up this information.

%hxx«n Hill.,

THE ANCIENT LANDSCAPE.

We have dealt in some detail with sel-
ected aspects of ancient Leics. for TLH
(l). Although we will confine ourselves
here to an impressionistic portrait of
the ancient face of the area, no anal-
ysis of the landscape we are dealing
with would be complete without some awa-
reness of the work of ancient man. We

are satisfied that it is through a study
of ancient man's activities that we will
approach a deeper understanding of app-
arently anomalous phenomena. The anc-
ients appear to have had a greater kno-
wledge than we possess of the interact-
ion between the human psyche and its
external environment, as well as the
interaction between components of that
external world. In fact, the concepts
of an 'inner psyche1 and an 'external
world' are probably false and the cause
of our difficulty in seeing what ancient
man was up to. But more of this another
time.

Leics. has been disgracefully neglected
by archaeologists (though, on reflection
this may be a blessing in disguise). The
county is not noted for its ancient fea-
tures but this is a false impression
engendered by neglect. This situation
has, however, made it all too easy for
quarries, roadworks, property develop-
ments and the like to destroy ancient
relic s.

There are many earthworks in the county
(most of them visually undramatic) but
no one knows just how many because there
has been no serious, complete survey
made. Hoskins has commented (5) that
very few known sites have been properly
excavated and a considerable number of
sites have never been recorded on O.S.
maps. This was brought home to us when
we were locating the position of two
recumbent old stones near Queniborough,
not far from Syston. Quite by accident,
we stumbled on a large circular earth-
work almost hidden from view by a ring
of oaks alongside the old church at
Queniborough. It had a central mound
topped by two very tall Scots Pine trees
and ringed by about 7 small yews. This
feature, unmarked on the 1" map, had
become a dumping ground for dead auto-
mobiles. Ah, Leicestershire...

Apart from numerous ancient wells and
springs, the county possesses many moat
features - we compiled a list of about
*lO without any effort. Moats are to fare
better than earthworks in the county
because Ann Dornier and her Moated Site
Research Group are compiling a gazeteer
of them. Many Leics. farms and homest-
eads are old, and quite a large number
are, or were, moated. A fair proportion
of such places probably occupy ancient
sites.

Leics has a number of ancient crosses
within its boundaries, including a beau-
tiful Saxon cross at Rothley which is
often ignored in the literature. Also,
there are .old records claiming that Char-
nwood Forest once had "many crosses"
standing on it. The significance of old
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crosses is that they probably mark poi-
nts of former importance, in some cases
perhaps replacing or using a standing
stone. This would seem to be the case,
for example, at Ragdale. Nichols descri-
bed the cross in the churchyard there as
a "curious and perfect old cross, the
shaft of which is one solid stone".
Unusual ancient features were the turf
crosses that existed at certain places
on Charnwood. These features, formed by
cutting or raising the earth, were rene-
wed annually. They are reminiscent of
the old turf mazes around the country. A
turf cross existed on Nettle Hill near
Nanpantan and 3 turf crosses were at the
meeting point of the parishes of Shep-
shed, Markfield and Whitwick.

Leics. is extraordinarily rich in really
ancient churches, many of them probably
on sites of former, pagan sanctity.

The county contains some earthworked
hills, and at least 3 hills specifically
named as beacon hills. We suspect Leics.
to have supported a tree-lore survival
up until fairly recent times.

The county is not particularly rich in
old stones but, nevertheless, possesses
more than is generally realised. It is
frequently assumed that the only stand-
ing stone in the county is the Humber
Stone, as that alone is marked on the
1" map. This assumption is incorrect,
and through persistent research and fie-
Idwork we have located other standing
stones and mark stones, or their sites.
A sketch map accompanies this text, ind-
icating the distribution of old stones
in the county. Obviously, there may be a
few more substantial stones to be redis-
covered, and there certainly must be
many markstones still to be identified.
While we continue fieldwork on this, the
map can give an idea of the general dis-
tribution of stones. The stones numbered
on the map are a cross-section of extant
and former ones we have selected for the

Mrkrtone near the Tillage green, Griwiton.

following summary:

1. St. John's Stone - originally about
7 feet tall, it stood in an "amphithe-
atre-shaped hollow" not far from Abbey
Park in Leicester. Fairy lore was atta-
ched to it and children danced around it
on June 2*ith. It is supposed to have
shared a midsummer sunrise alignment
with the Humber Stone (2) perpetuated in
folklore as a tunnel. The stone is no
longer extant.
2. Braunstone complex - a flat stone by
the church door has a pointed end orien-
ted fractionally north of East. A large
markstone is situated on a nearby bridle
path. Some other decidedly unusual and
distinctive stones are in a copse near-
by. Braunstone is now a suburb of Leic-
ester and the church once had a curious
hay-strewing ceremony.
3. Humber Stone - originally about 10
feet tall, pentagonal with its north
face "exactly oriented". It is said to
have been dropped by one of the old
gods. Lore attached to it relates to
fairies and the supernatural movement of
the stone. Only fragments of it now rem-
ain, near the village of Humberstone.
4. Moody Bush Stone - pentagonal, with
axes precisely related to compass points.
4 feet high, it stands in a field near
Syston, 6 miles NE of Leicester. Related
to local lore.
5. The Bartholomews - a field from which
hay was brought for the hay-strewing
ceremony at the church in nearby Ashby
Folville. This was discontinued in the
l89Os. The hay was taken from a part of
the field marked out by 3 stones set in
a triangular configuration. We are still
researching the current existence of
these stones. (The purpose behind hay-
strewing ceremonies has never been det-
ermined but, as they date from the rem-
otest antiquity, they probably relate to
the sites of the churches with which
they are connected.)
6. Grimston - a stone stands on the vil-
lage green next to a large tree. We tra-
ced the record of another, larger stone
in a nearby field. This stone was said
to have fallen off a star. It had been
pulled up 2O years ago and thrown into a
pond. We were anxious to locate this
stone and take a sample for analysis to
see if it was meteoric but unfortunately
the pond had been filled in and the
stone was beyond recall. There is also a
mark stone on a road approaching the vil-
lage green.
7- Star stone - this standing stone exi-
sted near the Three Shires Bush where

the counties of Leics., Notts., and
Lines, meet. The Three Shires Bush is
now a curiously silent, dying copse and
the tree on the actual point where the
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counties meet is now an ailing oak tree
planted in the 1960s to replace an ear-
lier oak. Local natives claim that the
stone is no longer extant. The original
existence of the bush and stone quietly
suggests that geomancy may have been
involved in the laying out of the old
county boundaries in England. Nichols
speculated that the Star stone got its
name because of a cross carved on it, a
cross with a rather decorative appear-
ance. We think the star reference might
be more complex than this.
8. The Oaks Hanging Stone - see insert ,2L
9. The Hangman's stone - also near the
Oaks, on Charnwood. The standing stone
is situated very close to an oak tree.
10. Forest Rock complex - on Charnwood,
near Colville. The stump of a standing
stone remains near a mump of white qua-
rtz. There are other curious (but sub-
tle) features in the vicinity (l). A
mark stone stands on the crossroads ben-
eath Warren Hills where the complex is
situated. Someone of the calibre of Pro-
fessor Thorn ought to visit this site.
11. Ibstock - 3 mark stones and one sta-
nding stone (or uncommonly large mark
stone) are in an old, narrow lane in
this village, near to the church.
12. Markfield - an inscribed standing
stone stood in a field near this village
up until last century. 19th century wri-
ters speculated that this stone fell on
the line of a lost Roman road that conn-
ected a number of ancient sites. Ley
hunters awake 1
13• Stoney stumps - on Charnwood, near
Charley Wood. Nichols drew attention to
the fact that this wood was formerly
known as Chalhenge Wood and he consid-
ered the 'henge1 ending significant in
view of the fact that certain scholars
of his day believed that a 'Druidical
Temple' existed somewhere near the spot
known as Stoney Stumps and that Chalhe-
nge Wood was a grove belonging to it (It
is our suspicion that some trees and
tree-groupings in Leics. still tell han-
ded down tales of long ago).
14. Strawberry Hill - Potter (8) claimed
that a 'Druidical' stone shaped like an
augural seat existed on this hill on
Charnwood, and was similar to one other
stone in Derbyshire. There are in fact
two Strawberry Hills on Charnwood, quite
close to each other, and we have so far
drawn a blank in trying to locate the
stone.
15• Reynstones - these stones are recor-
ded as having stood on the Shepshed par-
ish boundary between the Conston cross
and the Tin Meadow.
l6. Anstey stone - a deliberately lean-
ing stone about 5 ft long. It is a ley
hunter's dream as it visually aligns

* aee back to page 15 - Ba.
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Inrtey Stone. Hote the Church and hilltop oop«e
allgaad in the background. Tbt hill IB "Old
John" on Gharnwood. (Hope this comea out clear
enough - Bl«)

with the old church in Anstey and a hil-
ltop copse. Further work shows that the
stone is on an 8-point map alignment.
We must also recall Mrs Berger's human-
oid sighting near Anstey.
!?• South Wigston - a mark stone here
gives a good illustration of how the
antiquity of such stones could have come
about. When a house was put up alongside
this stone, many years ago, a niche was
formed in the wall by the builders so
that the stone could remain undisturbed.
The part of the stone that stood proud
of the wall was painted black. Even a
road sign was erected flush against the
stone without affecting it. (We have
noticed that the Leics. authorities have
a penchant for placing road and telegr-
aph poles against mark stones^) The bui-
lding has now been demolished to make
way for a dual carriageway and the whole
stone is revealed surrounded by fragme^
nts of masonry. We imagine the stone
will also have gone since we photogra-
phed it. South Wigston has been a key
area for UFO sightings according to our
research.

So there we have a brief account of just
some of the old stones of Leics. The
lore and orientations relating to some
of them suggests to us the remains of an
astronomical network - at least as one
of their functions. We feel it is impor-
tant that all these stones, or their
former positions, need to be identified
before all trace of them disappears.
Without this data, no serious ley hunt-
ing can be done in the county, nor can
meaningful correlations be made in other
respects.

We have not studied the NE Staffs, reg-
ion to any great extent with regard to
ancient features, but we do notice a
couple of interesting items.

The large village of Stone is situated
in the Trent valley only a few miles
from the heart of the Stoke tremor area.
It is said to have got its name from a
cairn of stones that once existed loca-
lly. Some earthworks are still extant in
the vicinity. John Michell has remarked
(6) on a circle that can be struck from
Whiteleaved Oak in the Malverns with a
radius of 50̂  furlongs so that its circ-
umference passes through Llantwit Major,
Glastonbury, Stonehenge and Goring-on-
Thames, where an ancient temple once
existed. When we continued this circle
on the map it passed extremely close to
Ibstock and on round through Stone. We
note with interest the 'mystery flares'
near Llantwit Major earlier this year,
reported by F W Holliday in NEWS 9.
Holliday links Llantwit Major with a
ley: all well and good, but we would
also point out its relationship via this
Whiteleaved Oak circle with Stone which
is near to the areas where seismic and
UFO activity was occurring at approxim-
ately the same time as the Welsh 'flar-
es' and 'fireballs'. Researchers ignore
such correlations at their peril.

Very close to where the UFO landed near
Leek (NEWS 11/7) is a somewhat weird
range of hills known as the Roaches.
Here, on midsummer's evening, is said to
occur "a remarkable phenomenon" CO inv-
olving a "double sunset". The sun appe-
ars to set only to slide into view again
and appear to set once more. Clearly,
the precise backsight is necessary to
witness this, and our sources did not
say where the viewpoint was. On June
21st we arrived at the Roaches, hoping
to obtain a sequence of photographs of
the event. The sun blazed away all mid-
summer day (as it has most days this
furnace-like summer) and we trusted that
local people would give us further info-
rmation. However, extensive local enqui-
ries failed to reveal anyone who knew
anything at all about the phenomenon*
Such is the way that knowledge becomes
lost.

SHUGBOROUGH.

Shugborough Hall is set in beautiful
grounds in the Trent valley, not far
from Stone. The research of Henry Linc-
oln has linked aspects of Shugborough
with Rennes-le-Chateau in southern France.
The mysteries involved are awesome and
far-reaching. We had originally intended
to go into this matter at some length in
this article but that has proved imposs-

FORTEAN TIMES 12/19



ible as we have had to include the unex-
pected data on recent tremors and meteo-
rological events in Staffs, and Leics.
We hope it may be possible to remedy
this shortcoming at a future date.

Parts 1 and 2 of this study contain gen-
erous extracts of Leicestershire mater-
ial that we are compiling for a work
jthat is currently in progress. We will
be seeking to link this data with obser-
vations that we hope will contribute in
a small way to the growing body of und-
erstanding concerning the complex inter-
relationships between the cosmos, Earth
and the human mind. We are putting tog-
ether some speculations in this direct-
ion in an essay called THE THOR FACTOR,
which may appear in a future issue of
the NEWS if circumstances allow. If not,
our ideas, correlations and speculations
will be put forward for scrutiny in our
work-in-progress - should it ever see
the light of dayJ

A number of people have helped us at
various times by providing information,
sharing the fieldwork, and so on. We
take this opportunity to thank them.
They include, in no special order: Harry
Woolman; the Rev. Shepherd and his fam-
ily; Shirley Torrens; Graham Crowley;
Ann Williams; 'Ned1; Dave Potts; David
Morris; Dennis Fisher; Mr. Warwick, and
Jay. We are also grateful to our editor
for aiding and abetting us.
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Sept 75 ami Deverewx & Arfzwr Tozk.

ffcrkstone by a bridle path in Jtowtown Linfozd,
ChazBwood. Two large atone* stand by the valla
of the Tillage pub near here. Ho one knowe
their origin.

DSLOGE JO HAMPSTEAD eont,.«

of Aoguat saw the discovery of 10(21 minus 09
•the brightest x-ray etar erer obserred11, 3h the
day* jneeeding the Sampetead Washout ite
brigfatneea inoreaeed from 1,000 unite, according
to Prof Kenneth feonds ^ Leicester Tl). "Bat now
it haa reaohed an astonishing 35,000 unite -
and it ie rtill inoreaeln*1'. The Prof broke
thle neve to the firet maxopean Conference on
Astronomy, where elee bat at Imloeeter Univer-
alty9 and cbeerratoriee aoroae the world were
immediately mobilised to keep watch on thle
"•oat exciting discovery erer made in the field
of astitmusqr," (.Sunday Tjbeee 17 ing 75.) ibrt
would be the first to chuckle at the way nature
keepe pitehlng theee surprises, particularly,
it seeme, when experts in that speciality are in
a huddle somewhere.

And then there's this 'coincidence' of the
•tystery tremor* that rattled a house in Ken-
sington (surely not the one with the snake) the
day after the Bunpertead soaking 05th ing') as
Motioned by Bral & Andy on page 9 of this isaue*

...ASL YET K)BS BA1H.

la if to emke a point, the heavens opened
over eouthern Bigland once more, exactly a
month later, on Sept 14« Two people die* and
three were miMing as gales whipped up high
•eM all along the south ooMt. A •vhlrlvind*
struck Barrihan, a village in Sussex, leaving
an estimated 175,000 worth of damage. The wind
rose to "a roaring11 and carried glass from
shattered window*• Southampton recorded its
wettest day this century. (Daily Mirror, 15 Sept
75).
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BIHKDALB, SOHFHPOfiT, LABCS.

One of the most Interesting we knew of
but had nothing In the file* on, was the activity
of a poltergeist during demolition work on the
Ifclaoe Hotel, Bixkdale. Recently, B»ter fegerson
•ent urn him clippings on the oaae and we reoozA
It here.

Bi April 1969* Jon Sbith led hi* 10-woi team
of demolishers Into the 112-year-old hotel. They
had a oontraot and Intended to aleep In the
bunding until the job was done. After about a
month they were all efficiently frightened to
move out Into lodging* and only work In the
daylight. "I don't blame them," said JOB.
"Thing* started to happen eoon after we moved in«
Urst of all we were awak»ned by strange noises
In the night. Then the lift would suddenly eet
off on It* own."

About mid April, Jos ordered all the power
to the building and the lift to be out off -
but the lift still glided from floor to floor
with It* gates opening and closing, and Its
Indicator lights flashing. Electricity Board
spokesmen were quote* that the building was
isolated - not an amp was going Into the plaoe.
The men removed the emergency winding handle9
but (till It moved, \forkman Fred \fooley salds
"Nine of us came back one night and as we
entered the foyer the lift doors slammed shut
and It shot up to the second floor." The Ikra-
lab directory for 1969 has a sunnary of the oase
and they mention an "Independent witness" a
Mes K Templetonf who had gone Into the 1000 room
hotel looking for antique mirrors. She saldt
"Wiile I was talking to the workmen,the lift
suddenly began to go up. There wasn't any sound
from it - it was very eerie. It Just glided up
about ?ft almost to the next floor and stopped.
I ran all the way up to the winding room with
one of the workmen, but there was Just no way
It oould have been moved mechanically. The
brake was still on."

A BBC programme ran a report showing a dog
that was happy on all floors except the second
one - Indeed the second floor seems to be the
focus of the activity.

The Ifcxalab go on to mention accounts we
don't have. That a decision was made to out the
cables, but the lift did not fall. So they out
through the main shaftsf to no avail. It was as
perverse In Its obstinacy as It was in Its
previous wilful mobility. It did not fall until
It had been continually struok with sledge-
hammers for 25 minutes, and then It plunged
down the shaft to bury Itself 4ft Into the
cellar. Ibis behaviour was naturally found
pnssllng and "unbelievable* by those present.

There Is an epilogue of sorts. Ja the last
week of *hy 69 the leoal papers report "hundreds
ef pounds worth of damage" to the building. \*y
worry, you ask? Veil, for example 200 doors
were stacked ready for selling, and during the
night they were thrown over a balcony and
smashed. Windows were broken, saleable Iron
balustrades wrecked, and fires started. All this
was blamed on vandals "from the Liverpool area"
• but there are no reports of the vandalism
being witnessed! just discovered next morning.
U» are suspicious. to what grounds, we would lite
to ask in a mood of Inquiry that would tare had
old Fodor beaming with approval, is the dist-
inction made between the vandalism of corporeal
and psychic delinquents? Could It be tlmt broken
windows and smashed doors are not so 'obviously*
unusual as a lift with a mind of its own? A oase
worthy of further Investigation, we thinks.
(Dally 1*11, Dally Mirror, 7 J*T 69. Manchester
Brening Hews, 29 l*y 1969. Cri Biter Rogereon.)

WOOUFOH, LIVERPOOL, UUCS.

A building used as an ambulance training
centre In %arry 3t, Vfeolton, has long been
reputed to be haunted, mainly by a spectre the
previous occupants (before 1967 It belonged to
the police) called 'The Sfccge*. &* the first
week of Dot 1974t ambulance trainees complained
of breaking windows, phantom footsteps, and
doors that unlocked themselves - similar events
were reported by the policemen before 1967.

One retired rosier, Jaok KLsworth,75, who
was born In the plaoe, remembered tales told to
him by his father, who was station sergeant
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there near the and of the last century. Jack's
dad had helped lay oat a dead BAD under a tar-
paulin In a baok room, and then looked the door.
The next day9 the oorpee was found lowered to
the floor, rtill completely covered. On another
occasion "a horse was uncoupled from the ahafta
of a oart outside the station, when no hunan
was in eight." Ind9 says Jack, a Union Jack
Taniahed from high on the station flagpole, to
be found later in 3t Helens.

After this neve oarne to light, all night
vigils by both the "extrasensory perception
class" of the Ghildwall Institute, and the
Jferseyside Itompsyohotio (?) Society failed to
raise eren a phantom footfall. lldvcrpool Bbho,
8 & 23 Dot 74. Crs Brter Bogerson.)

SHOT G90STS.

we seem to hare accumulated a few stories of
ranay wraiths -though none of those that follow
axe a Batch for the salacious shade of Sir
Utllisa Isaghozne. In life he is said to so
desperately want an heir, that he bedded sx>st
of the wosjen for 20 miles arouns. is food an
excuse as anyt we suppose. But after his death
this obsession was said to still drive him to
try any female who spent the night at Gharlton
House, Qreenvloh - and doubtless the surprise
appearance of buns in orens was blasjed on his
too. (Kentish Independent, 27 June 74. Crs
Steve Moore.)

, LQKDQK.

Tsmsli Itorrey, husband and 3 kids nored out
of their council flat because they had just had
a nlghtsjare year with their polt, in Bhrlsf ield
Boad. imongst the usual tricks of flashing the
lights on and off, it had pushed her along their
passageway, dragged bedclothes from her shoulden
•with tremendous force", and trapped her feet in
bed in a paralysing grip. While she cooked, it
cuddled her waist, and she, thinking her husband
was getting affectionate, didn't realise for a
while that it was a ghostly groper. The final
straw oasje when she was Bitting in the llrlng
roosj and the heed and shoulders of an elderly
Ban with a beard appeared out of the wall. A
suitcase "a few feet away began to rise in the
air and then crashed to the ground just missing
me." ( Hvws of the world, 29 April 74. )

LsVTKHAH, LOHDOH.

Anyone who spends the night in the guestroom
of Graham Smithies In George lane, Lewisham, is
sure of getting a surprise room service. Graham
and his wife appear to share the house with a
discerning ghost. A "comely guest" sleeping
alone, felt, quite distinctly, a kiss planted
on her cheeks. A oouple In that room were quite
far apart, when the girl felt a warm hand clasp
hers. When she realised the hand was not her
husband's, who had his baok to her, she ran
from the room screaming. When another oouple
slept there, the woman had a rexy comfortable
night while the husband felt lolly cold. Graham
saids "Jfcinly men complain that they were unable

to get warm In the room, no matter how many
oorers they put on the bed." IHm of the world,
6 J*y 74.)

LBVES, SUSSEX.

Teresa Dartnell and Gary &glish stepped into
the deserted All Saint's Church Ball for their
late-night farewell kiss - It turned into a
nightmare. Teresa said: " we heard eerie foot-
steps. A ghastly cold, clammy feeling came orer
us and rooted us to the spot as if we were
being held down. I grabbed a drum-stand (Gary's
band had played there earlier) and used it as a
crucifix and we ran out...but Gary went back to
switch the lights off. H» was thrown out through
the swing doors with his feet right off the
ground." Gary saids "when we drove off in my van
I felt as if I was being strangled." Also ment-
ioned is that Teresa'a watch heated up so that
she bore a burn on her wrist, what could it be
do you think? Guilt about kissing in a church
hall? These two kids certainly seem of a relig-
ious turn, **>iHr»g about sleeping with their
crucifixes etc. Certainly all the cliches are
here - but their fear was very real. They fled
to the nearest police station and convinced 6
policemen to search the place. feedless to say,
they found nothing. (Sunday Mirror, 25 Aug 74.
Crs Robert Forrest.)

WDRXSOP, BCTTS.

Pretij Beryl Gladwin doesn't get much sleep.
Between 4 and 6am, three mornings a week, she Is
visited by a ghost wearing miner's boots. Her
life is made such a misery that her parents are
applying for a new home for themselves and their
seven children. Beryl, 16, tried sleeping in
with her parents, but the amorous spook was not
deterred. "Urst it tugs at the bedclothes and
then 1 feel it get next to me in the bed. It
holds my hand and starts kissing me and biting
my neck. The haunting began about the end of
Peb this year and after a couple of frightening
weeks 9}<cal led in a clairvoyant 9 Simon Alexander.

Mr Alexander kept a vigil at one of the
regular tryst ing times, and felt a malevolent
presence outside the room. "It tried to make me
leave by making me feel ill. I had to fight hard
to stay. Then it materialised in the room. It
was trying to dodge me and was difficult to get
into focus. I could see pit boots clearly, and
miner's baggy herringbone trousers held up by a
wide belt with a big buckle. It tried to get in
with Beryl and kiss her. She was trembling with
fear."

He went on: "I believe it's the ghost of a
miner called Dexter who used to live in the
house. Be had 12 children of his own, and I'm
certain he will make love to Beryl unless some-
thing is done soon." The dadwins, as seems to
be a pattern in council-house haunt Ings 9 had
only moved into the house six months previously.
The Church seems unhurried about who gets laid
first. The Vioar of wbrksop, conduct ing his own
investigation, said an exorcism might be a
possibility.
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Sometime aTt«r the above story appeared in
the nation's Sunday papers, the People oarrled
a little note tucl»d away whtre few would see it.
It read: " Mr George Dexter, of 31 Windmill Lane
Vbrksop, states that the story we published on
mroh 9 headed 'The Ghost that left Love Bites'

was a slur on his dead brotner. There was no
such Intention and we are sorry if the report
caused embarassraent to the Dexter family." Ton
gotta laugh,' ^News of the World, Sunday Mirror,
Sunday B*ople, 9 **r 75| amday B»ople 11 *fcy 75b
Crx Higel Yatson. )

GHOUPIHGS.
It seems that no sooner had we typed up our

notes on the strange series of public ooaoh
oraches (page 20 last iesue) than more news of
a similar nature came in* If this was a vein
of the darkest sort of synohronlelty, then it
was clear it had not yet played out.

1 woman was killed at fkversham, Kant, when
a ooaoh crashed on 1? July (Sunday Mirror, 1?
ing 75.) ** 40 tourists, some of them British,
were injured when a London coach skidded off
the autobahn near Boan on 19 July (Sunday Mirror
20 July 75). ** about the same time, a coach
carrying 36 passengers skidded and crashed
through a stone parapet, its front wheels
coming to rest over a 12ft drop* This happened
at the bridge over the Swale in the Yorkshire
village of To pel if fe, not far from the similar,
but fatal, Hebden Bridge disaster in May (see
last issue), (Sunday Mirror, 20 July 75). **
5 people died and 42 were injured when a ooaoh
hit a motorway embankment and overturned on the
MS between Sandbaoh and Holmes Chapel in Ghee-
hire, while it was trying to avoid a collision
between three oars in the torrential rain*
(Sunday Mirror, 17 *&8 75)• ** one man was
killed and several people were injured when at
least six coaches an* six oars were involved in
four seperate accidents in southern England
late on Sept 13. (Sunday Mirror, 14 Sept 75).
** on radio news we heard that on the evening of
22 Sept, a ooaoh crashed near Bournemouth,
injuring three ladles* There was nothing in the
papers the next day.

Some time ago, Robert Forrest, who is some-
thing of a coincidence freak, sent us a heap of
accidents involving oars plunging off the road
into water in Feb & Jtaoh last year. ** On the
27th Jeb the accident in which tonald Milhench,
the man who forged Prime Minister Wilson's
signature in a land deal, and his wife were

taken into the waters of a lake at Ghaeewater,
Staffs, occurred. Mrs Milhench drovmed. (Bally
Mirror, 15 Mar 74*) ** On the 3rd feroh. Ifcy
Brerett scrambled out of his Volkswagen as it
sank slowly into a canal in Tborne, York**
(Dally Mirror, 4 J*r 74.) ** Don Qillanders was
trapped in his car after driving into a canal in
Ozmerod Hi, Burnley, on the 9th. Be was rescued
eventmlly* (Sunday Mirror, 10 Jfcr 74.) **
Bill Shirran, Coventry's ex-director of Burks;
was found dead in his oar at the bottom of a
lake during a police investigation of some
council departments. (Dally Mirror, 21 M*r 74.)

About the only thing that has any oonslstanoy
here is that something - anything - is repeated*
It could be any of the factors involved - but
whatever it is, it pops up in mlnl-serleses of
events. We do not completely understand the
relationships between single things, let alone
the complexities of groups of things. Bren Jung
was groping (though far ibeed of many of us) in
his attempts to understand those relationships
which seem to hint at some kind of •organisation1

behind things (we use the word here in its bio-
logical aensej, His thesis on synohronlclty was
a true scientific gesture, put forward as a
tentative hypothesis. Pbrt too had a feeling
for the directions of future studies when he
wrotei "I am not so much Interested in things,
as in the relationships between things.* Some
people see in strange repetitions the Inter-
vention of an external agency* On the other
hand Jung has shown that the tendency to, and
therefore expressions of, order (archetypes; are
as natural to entities as the tendency toward
wholeness in , say, cellular division, Jbrt
again: "When it's railroad time, r*nr**49 win
be invented." -And that's not Just a clever
remark. Any examination of patent records will
bear out the fact that there are indep-
endent filings all over the world of key in-
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ventions at similar times - as If something
were In the air and found expression siault-

It seems awfully flimsy, bat sometimes we
hare only our suspicion* to go upon. IB a
species, man is hee^ily committed to ego - any
suggestion that we are merely puppets working
out an alien will bring* out all the classic
phobias. If what we are talking about is the
local expression of a 'Grand Design1 \I&» that
of which an archetype is an expression, an
ultimate unknowable; then we are no further out
of this (luagmire of paradoxes, the plwmnmanel
universe. One sign of hope is the growing
acceptance (or understanding) of a fora of God
which is both unspsakably ancient and spanking
new (new in the sense of rediscovered) - a God
that is an egelesa organism of totality, not
the 'Dsus at feehina' who seemed a bad-tempered
old oxank. If there is a God, and it is sent-
ient, then it would be of an order of sentience
we could not begin to recognise. Being beyond
(•nooapasslng) all duality, it would hare no
need of time* Bitterns, lli» most of our con-
cepts, are inextricably bound up with our ideas
•f and need for tins* eren the absence of tiae
(rids, synchroaieity.) The phenomenal universe
is persneted with causal ersnts, the logical
extension of which is a paradoxical First Cause!
In true fashion, the only alternative Is seen
as 'Chance1, ind yet - we'd like to ask, are
not both Chance and an (external, causal) God
both ways of sidestepping the most interesting
philosophical issue we '11 see in sjany years -
and that is that there is eoeje aspect of ten
that cam directly affect, shape, create the
universe around him. Indeed aany recent studies,
act Jmst ours, ape hinting that the distinctions
between internal/swbJeotiTe/slnd and external/
ebjeotrre/ttniveree are In som* oases nonsxist-
sat. Further - the ontologieal extension of this
is that 'God' is a state whereby this duality
Is perpetually reconciled for every sentient
and nonsentlent thing that exists.

ill this Bay be true or not. Is long as there
Is soae element of doubt, let us be content not
saying such a thing is Impossible, for our
present purposes, it Is simply enough to look
at the data, and say, yesj here is a pattern
which runs through several events - phenomenally
this connects them as much as a leaf, a dress
and a flame, if each were green.

Brery pool we look into reflects the same
sun, soae more differently than others. What
then is going on in our next tale? On 25 July
this year, Bob Firmegan, crossing the fells Hd,
in troubled Belfast, became a concrete example
of the indomitable spirit of the ordinary people
there. He bounced off the bonnet of a oar. He
got to his feet and another oar hurled *Hm to
the opposite pavement. As bystander?gathered
round the bewildered Bob to help him, a van
ploughed through the crowd flattening Bob and
two others. Then behind that came yet another
oar and for the fourth time In rapid succession
Bob was flung to the ground. For all that, we
are happy to say that he is recovering well in

hospital. tDaily Mirror, 26 July 75. Cr: Steve
Jbore.)

Let us get ghoulish for a moment and con-
sider a few ooincidences involving death -
though we'll reserve full flendlshnesB for next
issue. William Boae was found battered to death
in a house he owned In Wlllesden, London. Bailee
called on his wife at another of their houses
about two miles away to Inform her of the
tragedy, only to find that she too had been
battered to death, but amidst signs of robbery,
within half an hour of her husband. Etoed with
such curious circumstances the police concocted
a story: a thie.f had threatened Mr Hose to get
a safe combination and killed him when he re-
fused to tell | the killer then went to the other
house,extracted the combination from Mrs Rose,
and killed her after the robbery. Heat, isn 't it?
Except that It doesn't really stand up to the
circumstances and in itself leaves too many
questions unanswered. Whatever - Bet Super John
Donald said: "I've never seen such injuries.
They must have been done by a maniac." (Sunday
Mirror, 9 June 74.)

On 28 Jan, Charles Davies died at 3** in his
Bister's house in Leicester. (Thin is turning out
to be a real La ice. Issue In every way.) The
alster phoned his home In Leeds to inform them,
and she was told in turn that Charles's wife
had also died that day - at 3am. (Leicester
Mercury, 6 JW> 75. Cri Dave R>tts.; And three
of the Basey-Fisher brothers, Frederick, James
and Bonald, all farmers In Norfolk, died within
five days of each other - two within eight hours
on the saae day. (Eastern Daily Mill, 11 April
75. Crt HTA Hill.)

What does it natter that sons of our stories
are fall of the commonplace? T5ie truly univer-
sal mysteries are all the more mysterious for
their universal presence in all things. Isn't
that what thousands of years of mysticism has
been telling whoever will listen? In this
sense,THE NEWS is a journal of everyday
cosmology. Barhaps we are moved, with or without
our conscious will or knowledge, moved like the
trees to flower at a certain time. And who is
there to say that these dances do not well up,
even in part, front those areas of the mind we
know least about?

There can be few stories as enigmatic as the
following. &?skine I*wrence Ebb in was knocked
off his moped by a taxi and killed In Hamilton,
Bermuda. It was the same taxi with the same
driver, carrying the saae passenger, that killed
his brother Neville in July the previous year.
Both brothers were 17 when they died, and had
been riding the same moped in the same street.
Ah.1 but history never quite repeats itself -
the time of both accidentB differed bŷ only) 50
minutes, vLirezpool Bono, Scunthorpe Birenlng
Telegraph, 21 July 75. Cr: Ann Williaiw & Nigel
Vtetson. Buenos Aires Herald, 22 July 75. Crt
Jean Bastide.)

SAVBC FACE.

In January this year, Teresa Haro, working
in a shop In LOB Angeles, had a lucky escape.
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A gunman fired a shot in her face from close
range* The bullet hit Mrs Haro above the nose,
bounced off her skull 9 skidded under her skin
and emerged above her forehead. Detective Joe
Beiro said heM never seen anything like it.
(The Sun, 20 Jan 75.)

We oughtn't to be surprised that in this
violent age such a feak occurrence should be
repeated• We already had in our files a more
extreme version* Jrankie Lane, a young British
soldier serving in Belfast, was hit by a sniper's
bullet. It went up his nose, round his skull
(presumably via the bony ridge below the eyej,
and out of his ear. (The Sun, 15 Oct 74 j.

And we picked up a less bizarre story during
our recent USA sojourn, ftrtrolman Ted Carlton
(see photo, this page) was chasing two escaped
convicts in Oklahoma City, Okla., when a bullet
smashed through his car windscreen, loosing
enough energy so that it could be finally
stopped by the thin metal frames of his specs —
his only injury a gashed cheek. (National
Inquirer, 26 Ang 75. Crt Ruth Barrowcliff.)

PALLING BABIES.

Among other trends for July, we have three
stories of falling babies - one was Injured on
16th in Cavendish St, teasgate (London Brening
News,1? July 75) - one fell unharmed on 25th at
Breedon-on-the-Hill, near Derby (Daily Mirror,
26 July 75) - one was killed on 28th in iaatem
Rd, Brighton (London Brening News, 28 July 75;.
Cr the lot to Steve Moore.

For want of somewhere to put it, here is a
tale of two climbers* Ian Cochrane, savouring
the heights of the Cairngorms, fell 300ft down
during an avalanche and survived with minor
injuries. (Daily Mirror, 24 Dec 73.) Less than
a month later, David Harris, an experienced
Alpine climber, died at Little Bisphaa, Lanes,
after falling only 10ft - down stairs. (Daily
Mirror, 19 Jan 74.) Cr both to Ibbert Jbrrest.
One man!s fall is another man's fatality.

TEE NEWS is available from the following book-
shops, who also keep a wide range of titles on
Fortean and associated topics.
ANDROMEDA BOOK Co Ltd«
57 Summer Bow, Birmingham B} 1JJ.

THE ATLAHTIS BOOKSHOP.
49* Museum St, London VC1A 1LT.

COMPQOIUM BOOKS.
240 Camden High St, London NVfl.

DARK THE? WERE & GOLDEN ETED.
10 Berwick St, London W1Y 3RG.

TEHFS FOTUHS.
3 roe BBrxonet, 75007 Ifcris, France.

BUFORA announce their London leotuze programme
for 1975/76, held at Kensington Central Library,
London W8.
* OTOLOGY AS FRBGE SCIHEE - Dr Ivor Grattaa-
Gttinness. Sat 4 Oct 75, 7j«u
* UFO SCE»E IK BELGIUM & THE SBC - Bnby de
Groote (Belgium;. Sat 1 Nov 75, 7pu
* BDFORA AGM, FII/I & LBDTUREt UFO ACTIVITY 3JT
SCOTLAND - Stuart Campbell. Sat 6 Dec 75, 7l"U
* UFO* AND THE PBESS - Richard Beet, Sat } Jan
1976 , 7pnu

* RESEARCH EVEMIUG, short papers. Sat 7 J»b 76
7P*.
* MBTLSTRT OF DEFENCE, PARLIAMENT & UFOs -
Lionel Beer. Sat 6 fezon 76, 7pou
* EXTRATERRESTRIAL FBOBABILITEE - Anthony R
Jfertin. Sat 3 April 76, 7l»«
For further details write t The Han Sec, BUFORA.
6 Cairn Are, London W% For details of BUFORA
enclose a 9 x 4jK SAE. ^^

Subscribers to THE NBtfS will note that we are
trying an experiment in addressing our envel-
opes which, it is hoped, will make us more
efficient \Jokej and in the long run SATE
MONET. By combining the label with an acknow-
ledgement slip and renewal form in this way, it
will save us much time and effort previously
spent '̂several bits of paper* ffcny people pointed
out that they had thrown their envelopes away
before realising the label told them when their
sub expired. This way, you'll have a record and
can return it with your renewal, E&«
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THE U1TDB1TIFIEE by Jerome dark A Loren Cole-
mam, warmer Impcrback Ubraryf ?1*50.| 2?2ppf
bijbliog & index* 1SBI 0.446.78735.3.

Brery so often,, a book oosjes alone that impresses
me so «uch that I urge my friends to buy, or at
least read It. This Is suoh a one. It deals with
a rery complicated problem, not in depth, but
across its speetruBt being cos of those valuable
resume's of current research thought that re-
examines hov we reached the present position*
The book's subtitle is 'fetes toward solving
the UFO mystery* and in it we find a restating
of the central issues of the mystery9 working
them through to the present with unusual and
mew material* often from the authors's own in-
Test igations.

Ibty begin by listening to a source ths/t
proTlded mach isAsTSssmunt to the UFO 'tets &
Bolts' caase. This was the tendancy of Contact-
ees (those who beliered thsmsilTes contacted by
other intelligences) to deliver surprising
accounts of that contact, InrolTlng ambiguous
eridamoef baffling behaviour of the •aliens',
often ehildimh or wit* sexual cvertomeef anti-
matertalistic philosophies couched In quasi-
rellgjsus or •implistic terms f and sometimes
patently absurd detan«, Ilk*, the names of the
entities amd their horns planet* this ' Contact ee
Sbradrome1 extended to their subsequent behaviour
- forming cultlsh groups, etc* Indeed this is
such a strong pattern of behaviour that one
wonder* why it was never examined before,
ferhaps because It fitted In quite explicitly
to the known varieties of mystical and shaman-
1stio experience 9 in its morphology* The
authors note, for example the upsurge in para-
normal phenomena that often occurs around a
contactee or close witness of UFO events 9 and
show cases which are indistinguishable from
spiritualist sittings and religious visions*

Taking as a datum the visionary nature of a
meeting with an •entity'9 Clark * Coleman draw
parallels from fairy mythology of all cultures
with convincing effect* But they don't stop
there - devils9 angels, demons, elemental*,
spirits and poltergeists - the parallels with
oontactee-UFOlogy are there in astonishing
profusion* (H»t The Cottingly fairy photographs,
by all accounts genuine9 raise the same physical
and philosophical problems as the geunine UFO
photos, and the effects of people like Stella
Tans ing and Ted Serios who seem to be able to
imprint (mentally?) images directly onto film.)

One fact emerges, constantly and consistently
- the subjective experience Itself. Driven by
a powerful subconscious desire for pnychio unity,
the body becomes immobile, oblivious to its
surroundings, while the conscious mind is shown
archetypal material (from the collective un-
conscious) of such intensity that it passes for
a 'real-time1 experience* This in no way be-
littles the religious content of the experience
- but in an age that has forsaken its deep-
rooted need for religious experience, the old
symbols hold little conviction. It was Jung's
discovery that the UFO was a new symbol of
psychic unity - the gesture originating as an
expression of the aniaa, the circle being the
sign of integration and wholeness*

Symbelic journeys are an ancient archetype
(eg the mainstay of shamanlsiaj - being taken to
another planet, often Ifcradlse-like, or simply
travelling in or entering the saucer is its
contemporary clothing. The different forms of
this experience are gone into at length, and
even give rise to an interesting theory of the
origin of ICD3 phenomena, which in this context
has much in common with poltergeistery* It is
dangerous to dismiss as being "all in the mind".
The authors examine the idea that these states
of mind are accompanied by great releases of
psychic energy, capable of manifesting phenomena
that transcend normal concepts of space and
time, and are directly responsible for the nore
epbemeral items in the oontactee repertoire -
teleportatlon of the body; psychosomatic wounds
Vstigmata)f audio and visual phenomena; inter-
ference with machines by PKj etc* mergence
from this state also brings well-known symptoms
- inooheranoe, paralysis, anneslmf or in a more
positive fora, healing, rejuvenation amd person-
ality changes* There is necessary discussion
of this strange state of mind but It is not
obtrusive, the authors prefering to Ignore the
basically unanswerable questions (eg why Just
some people, and what triggers them off - there
is no data or depth study of these aspects
available as yet); they concentrate on the
effects and symptoms of that state that relate
to the UFO mystery.

This is an important book - a worthy succes-
sor to Vallee's 'Passport to Magonia' - and
an informal exploration (for newcomer and old-
hand alike) of Jung's conviction that aerial
phenomena, especially lights in the sky, were
portents of "lonĝ lastlng transformations of
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the collective psyche.11 V« are being warned,
ae the contactees are told tine and again, that
our runaway materialist attitudes are destroy-
ing nature 's balances. If Clark & Coleman are
right, we are in considerable danger.

MAGIC AND THE MILLafeuM by Bryan Wilson. Ifeladin
(pb)| €2.50| 547PPI bibliog & 2 indexes; ISBN
586.08208.5*

One of those mammoth sociological studies - but
this concentrates on religion In dire times,
when nen turn to magic and a belief in a millenn-
ium, and what happens to those beliefs when the
Great Day doesn't turn up, or the magic fails.
It contains many insights that help us under-
stand the sociology of dogmatic cults & magic
as background to much of interest to us.
THE NATURAL HISTOHY OP VAMPIRES by Anthony

Mwters. *fcyflower (pbjf 60p| 259PPI bibliog
& iadexf illust.j ISBN 583.122132.2.

For 6*0p, you can't go wrong. A handy encyclop-
edia of vampire lore and legend from all over
the world. It's very wall researched and I'd
say a useful reference work for your library.

KB i Those readers in Britain who are trying to
locate American books might try those shops
listed in our Ad section(p25)* They often
carry nany otherwise unobtainable imported books

PAPERBACKS.

'Our Haunted Planet'- John A Keel; Puturaj 60p.
'The Hosicrucian Enlightenment'— Frances A Yates:

Riladin; £1.50.
'Blunted Britain'- A Hippisley Coxe; Sept 75;

J&n; €1.50; (illustrated gazeteer).

'The Bermuda Triangle'- Charles Berlitz;
lanther; 60p.

'UPOs from behind the Iron Curtain' - J Wever-
bergh & I Hobana; June 75; Bantam; #1.95.

'Handbook of Bsycic Discoveries'— S Ostrander &
L Schroeder; July 75; Berkeley; ?1 .75.

•Sasquatch1- R Dahinden & D Hunter; Signet;£l.2%
'Hidden Worlds: Fresh Clues to the test'- Vender

Veer & Jberman; Bantam; #1.50.

HARDBACKS.

'Miracles of the Gods'- E Von Daniken; Oct 75;
Souvenir Press; €4.00.

'The Migic of Findhorn'- Jaul Hawken; Oct 75;
Souvenir Press; £3.50.

'Jarapsycholosy & the Nature of Life1- John
Randall; Oct 75; Souvenir Press; £3.50.

'Apparitions1- Celia Green & Charles IfcCreery;
June 75; Hamish Hamilton; £3.75.

•The Ibthman Prophecies'- John A Keel; I-fer 75;
Saturday Review Press; #7.95.

'Other Worlds, Other Universes: Playing the
Reality Game1- Brad Stei^er & John White, edsj
June 75; Doubleday; #7.95.

'Hiantom Soldiers'- Raymond F Brovm; June 75;
Drake; #9.95.

•PK: I and over Tatter'- Jose Feola; f-fey 75;
Dillon; #6.95.

'Life after Death?.'- l£ Sibley; Sept 7^;
Dillon; #6.95.

'Living Aura: Radiation Field Photography & The
Kirlian Hfffect'- Kendall Johnson; June 75;
Hawthorn; #15.̂ 0.

"The Probability of the Impossible1- Thelma Jfoss;
JP Tarcher; #10.00.

'The Bermuda Triangle Jtystery: Solved'- Lawrence
D Kiiche; hfer 75; Harper & How; #10.00.

'UFOs: Interplanetary Visitors'- Raymond E
Fowler; Exposition Press; #3.50.

'Americans hope for Proof of Noah's Ark'- Dudley
lynch. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, 31 r-farch 75.

'Stanford \forkshop on Qctraterrestrial Civil-
isations: Opening a new Scientific Dialog '-
JI3 Carlson & PA Sturrock. ASTRDKAUTTCS &
AERONAUTICS, June 75.

'Hi, Columbus i Like the Trip?'- pre-Columbian
contacts summarized by Peter Gwynne. Also, a
report on the 2nd world conference of the
Ancient Astronauts. NEWSWEEK, 9 June 75.

POPULAR SCIENCE; June 75. Jack Bowers (Stanford
U.) sends out very low frequency radio signals
from Siple Station, Antarctica,to antennae at
Ptoberval, Canada, as part of some magneto sphere
experiments. They leave Siple at 100ki/f but
some mysterious process boosts them to an
extraordinary degree. At Roberval they appear
to represent a broadcasting power of 100,OOOkW.

NATURE, 10 July 75 - Prof Thomas Gold's (Cornell
U.) work on relativity and ageing!

'Our Victor'- by Tfervyn Jones. SUNDAY TIMES
MAGAZINE, 13 July 75. a preview/precis of a new
biography of Victor Grayson, the Welsh MP whose
mystery vanishing has remained unsolved for 55
years. ('The Strange Case of Victor Grayson1 by
Reg Groves; HLuto Press; £2.00.)

•New Clues to the Stonehenge Mustermindsf-
Ronald Schiller. HEADERS DIGEST, Sept 75.

Two items on the fZeta Reticuli1 starmap. The
map is hotly debated in the July & August issues
of ASTRQlTOMf. Universal Studios have completed
a dramatized documentary based on the famous
Betty and Barney Hill UK) kidnap case, scripted
from John G Fuller's 'Interrupted Journey1 and
with advice from many of the principals in the
case, including Its Hill. The map and other
details of the case, reconstructed under
hypnotic regression are featured in the film,
scheduled to be shown on NBC-TV (USA) sometime
in Sept or Oct. Lets hope the UK can eventually
get a peek too. Hiotos of the film-making in
NATIONAL ENQUIRER, 12 Aug 75.

NEW SCIENTIST. 3 July; p7, mention of a debate
at the Royal Society on Lunar Transient Hienom-
ena L̂TPs; with the suggestion that these lights
in the lunar landscape ŵhich Fort collected
notes onj nay have sone connexion with moon-
quakes. This theory could be verified with
existing records both of the heap of earthbound
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observations, and data from the litter
left by recent visitors to the moon. It would
also provide a useful comparison with the aerial
lights observed (and usually ignored; during
terrestrial quakings (see ibrt again.; --
11 Sept; 'Scientists Attack Astrology1 Ifertin
Sherwood looks at the recent vaporin̂ s of nany
scientists. 168 of them signed a public state-
ment y supported by two critical articles (see

THE HUMANIST for Sept 75) deploring the popular
interest in such obvious rubbish. YawnJ - -
18 Septt after yelling at us gullible plebs, the
scientists had their own fevered
rampage of speculation following the announce-
ment of the discovery of a magnetic monopole,
which as far as I can understand it, is like
finding one end of a stick.1 (see BS v6? p412 for
a good summary). Now the wet blankets are out,
and the profession is indulging in a little
intellectual self-flagellation.

»A Leap In the Dark1 - a four part TV series
(EBC2, Friday*, 19 *26 Sep*, 3 & 10 Oot; on the
paranormal, introduced by Colin Vlleon. Qie
flrrt dealt with the Anne-Marie Sohneider polt-
ergeiat from BoeenheiM, Gexnany. The second,
about peyohio deteotlve Gerard Croieet. Th«
third will be about the Multiple personalities
of 'Mia* Beaohaa'. The 4th i» unknown as we go
to preee. Ihe fozaat seeae to b* a filmed caee,
than atudio disouMion with Prof John Taylor,
Aaita Gregory, and that professional rpoilrport
Dr Chrla Brans. 1 note in The Sun O2 S«pt 75.
Crt inn William) diecloeed that as the first
fila waa being edited a poltergeist interfered
with sound equipment and lights in the cutting
rooa. 1 likely story j

The 3KFO JOURNAL No15 - Bon Willis's last
article, on the most haunted mountain in Scot-
land, Ben JtocOxui — Richard Hall on aerial
anomalies at sea — 'Mew Light on Ifeyan Origins1

by Vfelly fennicutt (an important step backward)
— Stuart Greenwood on 'Ifaderwater Bases in the
Bermuda Triangle ' — Riul A Boales on a meteor-
ological puzzle, bands of red light — X and
Richard fell with more on 'Flight 19' — Jacob
Ornstein & W Gage on the Sco-lin̂ uistics of EP
communication — a critique of Costello's '3h
Search of lake Monsters' by loren Colentti —
and more historical notes located by flonald
Dobbins & •Prater Ignoramus'. This issue
should be on its way (by sea) to the subscrib-
ers outside the USA by now. Jrom Hol6 INFO JO
goes thinner and bi-monthly in an effort to
achieve regular and frequent publication, ffcre
details of INTO can be had from the editor of
THE NEWS, or write to IHTO, Box 36?, Arlington
Va 2221 Of USA.

r, the journal of the Borderline Science
Investigation Group (BSIG) N610, Summer 75 -
•Signs from Heaven', notes on fast Anglian
aerial visions — Ivan Bunn on 'Norfolk's
Hiantom Coaches1 — »The Castle Acre Diaaond'
another 'ley' pattern?, by R?A Hill — plus
other notes. Annual sub. only 7 Op from BSIG,
3 Bunwich \fey, Lowestoft, 1JH22 4R2, E An̂ lia.

FLYING SAUCBR REVIEW, June 75, v21 n1. - reports
on landing cases from Burbank, California, and
Stelling Minnis, near Canterbury, England —
Gordon Creifhton on 'Underwater 3ase off
Venezuela' — part 4 of the Stella Lansing saga
in which apparent paranormal imposition of
images occurs on the films she uses, an invest-
igation by Dr Berthold Schwarz. — Charles
Bowen reports a remarlcable teleportation of a
car in South Africa — Jeroine ciark on a curious
encounter beti/een a 'Î rî htened Creature' and a.
farmer in a country road in Wisconsin —
A Schneider & E Berger on UTOs in the Bavarian

Alps — part 3 of the Tfysterious "UMUD" affair
— and Jerry Clark again with a critique of John
Keel's 'The l-bthman Prophecies'.

THE LEST HOMTER No66 - Raul Screeton relates two
encounters with two "earth gnomes", "curiously
disproportionate to our senses." — Paul Devei>-
eux & Andy York with curious stones in 'The For-
gotten Heart of Albion — two discussions of
ley theories & metaphysics — and an account
of a weekend at Carnac before 1930* thoroughly
curious. A very interesting issue. Edited by
Rtul Screeton: 5 *feton Drive, Seat on Carew,
Ifertlepool, Cleveland TS25 2AT. 1yr:̂ 1.50/̂ 6.00.

INFlflJCTY BEWSLETTER - 'A search for Truth from
many Sources • news & views on £SP, Ifetaphysics,
laranonnal subjects, UPOs & related subjects,
from Other Dimensions 3hc: Box 140, Decorah,
Iowa 52101, USA. 1yr: ̂ 3.50, USA & Canada;fr.OO,
all other countries (airmailed).

QUEST — a quarterly magazine of esoteric &
practical magic. 1yr: £1 .20. from BCM-SCL QUEST,
London WC1V 6XX.

SPECTRUM - a magazine of the Occult, edited by
Michael Howard. No6 has a review of a German
study of alchemy not yet available in English
translation — more on little known episodes in
the life of Crowley — articles on magical
principles, and reincarnation, No7 includes an
article by Dion Fortune — RM White on the
identity of the 'horned Gods' of pagan Britain
— Mike Howard on 'Holy Haces of America' —
plus articles on magical principles, groups, and
the 'Luna Ritual'. 1yr: £2.00. from Bywood
Publications Ltd, 62 High St, Croydon, Surrey.

NEARA. JOURNAL - a quarterly collection of
articles from the llew iĥ land Antiquities
Research Association. &.00/yr. from NSARA:
4 Smith St, HLlford, Hew Hampshire 03055, USA.

A* a porfcaoript to this disaster isoue of
Suoner 75, we can end on a dramatic note. As
your editor a in the final stages of nailing
this is*u0 together over the weekend 27/28 S«prt,
there art gales of JOmph being recorded | roove*
of houses in Cheshire being ripped off; people
loot at sea; the coldest Sept recorded in the
Cairngorms for nany a yearf and It's very wet.
And in aany parts of the country, especially
here in Aidermaeton for the last 24hrs, the
power cables are down and we're working by
candlelight. Real pioneer stuff;
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