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PREFACE 

A lftJ)OU of family letters (originally in the po88e88ion of 
my aunt, Miss Eliz&beth Wedgwood) were found a.mongst 
my mother's papers, and were plaoed in my hands by 
her executors, my brothers Willi&m and George Darwin. 
Broadly speaking, these letters oover the period during which 
my grandfather, JOIIiab Wedgwood, lived at MaeI' Hall in 
St&ffordshite, and I sball speak of them &8 the .. Maer 
1 ....... " 

After my mother's death I thought that some record of 
her life and character would be of vaJue to her grandohildren, 
and. with this view began to put down 0.11 tha.t I could 
remember. Whilst reading these old tetten in order to get 
light on her youth &ond ea.rly middle life, I became much 
interested in the persona.litiee of the writers, and it seemed 
beet to include 8uch of them as a.re of interest in them­
.elv., &IJ well as those that bear on my mother. The letters 
written by tbe Allens (Mrs JOBiab Wedgwood a,nd her 
1IIiatere) fill moat of the first volume, and there a.te but few 
of my mother's until the second. 

The whole mase of lettel'8, on which the o&rly part of 
thi. f&toily record is founded, were given to me in a. sta.te 
of abaoJute confusion. It was the habit of the family to 
IIfJDd letters to And from London in boxes of goods des­
patched from the pottery worka at Etrunu., hence there is 
often no postmark; And the writers frequently give only the 
day of the week or month. During the enforced leisure of 
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viii Preface 

a long illnE168 my husband arra.nged, dated, a.nd annotated 
the whole seriea, a. task which required the same sort of 
minute oare and endless patience aEl the piecing out of a 
gigantic puzzle. 

He read a.loud to me every one of the hundreds of letters, 
and we discussed together what was worth preserving. 
In the earlier chapter!! most of the notes are written by 
him. Some of these may appear superfluous, but it Elhould 
be remembered that his object was to make the book 
interesting to the younger members of the Darwin family. 

Many oDlissions are made without putting any sign that 
this has been done, and neither the punctuation nor the 
spelling has been rigidly followed. 

The pedigrees of the Allen, Wedgwood, and Darwin 
fa.miliea, Ilolld a. list of the principal cha.ra.cters, are given for 
convenience of reference a.t the beginning of each volume. 

I have received valua.ble help, criticism, and encourage­
ment from various friends, and especially from Professor 
A. V. Dicey, Miss M. J, Sbaen, my brother FraneiEl, and my 
niece Mrs F. M. Cornlord, To the late Sir John Simon I 
owe the first idea of this book. Up to the day of his 
dea.th, in July, 1904, he never ceased to interest himself in 
ita progress. He read the whole in the typewritten copy 
and followed the proofs as they came from the press. 

I wish to thank ME John Murray for kindly allowing me 
to give several of the illustrations from More Letter8 of 
Oharle8 Darwin,. Messrs Ell~ott a.nd Fry for their pennia­
sion to ma.ke use of the fine portrait of my father in the 
aecond volume of that work, and Messrs Barra.ud for the 
same permission with rega.rd to their portrait of my 
mother; Messrs Maull and Fox for allowing me to reproduce 
an early photograph of my mother ; and Mr Prescott Row, 
the Editor of the Homeland Handbook A8sociation, and Mr 
G. W. Smith for their kind perDliasion to make use of 
Mr Smith's photograph of Down Village. 
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l1l'i Vaqb&D William. of Leith Hill Pl&oe, Mn Godfrey 
wqwood, )(r Cocil Wedgwood, my brother Hor&OO, a.nd 
., D8pbew CharI .. Darwin. have been so good a8 to allow 
.. to reproduce various family picturee. I alao wish to 
tbaak MiII)(· J. Shaen for a.llowing me to U86 her excellent. 
pJaoto&r&Pb of my mother, taken in the dra.wing·room at. 
Dcnna, three months before her deAth. 

Theel .,.ol~ were originally prepared for priVAte circu· 
JaI;IoD only. It"... suggeated to me by many of tboee wbo 
teed them that they would intereet a larger public. I have, 
tMnfore, prepared them for publication by omitting what. 
... of plU"ely private internet.. 

BtnmOWl BlLL, 
OoMas.a.u., 

8~T. 

H. E. L. 



ERASMUS DARWIN 

Boa" DJeIlJlIIlCa 7,1881. KJI,.I.oII.O III A(1'rIOlf "ul1,:;I4, 11116. 

8nrc. Uri. book Wal!I finished Erasmus Darwin, a grandson of 
0Iat_ and Emma. Darwin, hIM been killed in action. He 
... only thirty· thtoo years old, and h,ia life W&8 cut abort 
Wore all ita promise could be fulfilled ; but he had already 
tbown him8elf .. man of 8uch raro abilitiea and so fine ILlld 
1on.bJe a character tha.t it has boon felt that some4OOQunt 
01 bim should be put on record. At the requeet of his aunt, 
lin. Litchfield, I therefore add to her book this little tribute 
to lUI memory. I bve made U86 of a noti08 already pub­
UIbed in Tilt: Tima, a.nd bave supplemented it from letters 
wrttc.en by the CommlLUding Offioor and 80me of the men of 
Brumue'. battaJion, and by those of his friends who can 
apeak of .. aide of his life of which I have no direct knowledge. 

ErumWl W&8 the eld6at child and only IOn of Horace and 
Ida Dranrin, and .. grandaon on his mother'. Aide of the ftret 
Lord lI'atrer. Be was hom on I>eocmbet 7, 1881, at Cam· 
bridp. which waa throughout hill life the borne of hie father 
.... mother. He WM in Cotton Houae at Marlborough, and 
piDed an exhibition for mathematiOl at Trinity College, 
OImbridge. He came up to Trinity in October, 1901, and 
took the Matbematical Tripoa in bia aeoond ye&r, being 
pI.oed among tbe Senior Optimes. Afterwards be took the 
IIeabanicaJ Scienoee Tripoa, and was placed in the BOOond 
aa... in 1906. On Jee.ving Cambridge, he went through the 
Ibope at. Mesue. M.ther and Platt/8 at MancbesOOr. After 
tbIt be worked for eoDle little whilo with the Cambridge 
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Scientifio Instrument Company, of whioh be W/l.8 a director, 
and then became asaistant secretary of Bolckow. Vaughan 
and Company, Ltd., at Middleabrough. Here he stayed for 
seven yean, and at the outbreak of war occupied the position 
of secretary to the oompBdly. 

As soon as the war broke out, Ememu! decided to join the 
army, and in September, 1914, he was gazetted 8. Seoond­
Lieutenant in the 4th Ba.ttaJion (Territorial) of Alexandra. 
Prinoess of Wales'll Own Yorkshire Regiment. The Com­
ma.nding Officer, Colonel Bell. a.nd many of the other officers 
were among his personal friends at Middlesbrough. The 
ba.ttalion crossed to France, &8 part of the Northumbrian 
Division, on April 17. 19l1i, and W&8 alm06t immediately 
called upon to take part. in very severe fighting in the neigh­
bourhood of Ypres. It is impoMible to give any very 8OOU­

[Bote or detailed a.coount of the a.ction, but to their honour 
be it 8aid that these TerritoriaJ troops, fresh from home and 
tried at the very outeet aJm06t as highly as men could be 
tried, played. So worthy part in the battle which hal!! earned.' 
suoh undying glory (or the soldiers o( Canada. They be­
ha.ved. with So steadiness and ooolnesll which gained for them 
the congratulatioll8 o( the Generals commanding respectively 
their Division and their Army Corps. Early in the aft,er. 
noon of April 2~ the regiment had lined some trencbel. 
Later, a.t about three o'clock, they were withdrawn from 
the trenchee and ordered.. to attack. This attack they .uo~ 

CMRfully ca.rried. out, and drove the enemy back for a 
mile or more before being ordered to retire about dusk. It 
WaI!! during this adV&D06 that Erumus fell, killed. inatan~ 
taneoualy. The Royal Iriah Fue.iliers recovered his body, 
together with that of hie friend, Captain John Nancarrow, 
and the two lie buried in one grave, witb a litde CJ"08II over . 
it, by a farmhouee near St. Julien. 

I C&IlIlot do better than quote a letter .ritten to Ezaamua'a 
mother by Corporal Wearmouth, who was in his platoon: 

" I am So IIOOtion leader in his platoon, and wben we got 
the order to adva.ooo he proved himseU So hero. He noraed 
us men; in fact, the comment WaB, • You would say we weJ'e 
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on a fie1d~da.y.' We had got to within twenty yards of our 
halting-place when he turned to our platoon to say som&­
thing. As he turned he fell, and I am Bure he never spoke. 
M. BOOn as I could I went to him, but he wa.s beyond human 
aid. Our pla.toon sadly miss him, a.s he could not do enough 
for us, and we are all extremely BOrry for you in your great 
loss." 

To this extract should be added ODe from a letter written 
by Private Wood to a friend in Middleshrougb; 

.. I expect you would know poor Mr. Darwin. . I was 
in his platoon, and I can tell you be died & hero. He led us 
absolutely regardless of the bullcts from the German Ma.xim 
guns and snipers tha.t whistled all round him." 

Finally, Colonel Bell, his Commanding Officer, writes of 
bim: 

" Loyalty, courage, and devotion to duty-he had them 
all. He died in an attack which gained many compli· 
ments to the Battalion. He was right in hont. It was 8. 

man'8 death." 
No soldier could wish a better epitaph. Yet something 

remains to be said, because soldiering was for Erasmus only 
a brief and splendid episode. Corporal Weannoutb's letter 
bears witness not only to his gallantry in the supreme hour 
of his life, but a.1so to 8. quality tbat had been conspicuous 
throughout ita whole previous course, without mention of 
whicb no account of him could be complete. He had the 
most genuine sympathy with and affection for working men, 
a.nd never tired of trying to help them. And this quality 
which made him love his work at Middlesbrough brought 
bim the keenest plea.sure when soldiering came to him as a 
wholly new and unlooked-for experience. He delighted in 
his men, and especially enjoyed long expeditions across the 
moo1'8, often at night-time, with his Scouta. And the men 
qwckly appreciated his feeling, and responded to it. "The 
Battalion loved him," says Colonel Bell, "and called him 
Uncle." It would be hard to find anything more eloquent 
than that one simple statement. 

This gift of sympathy was only ODe of many that made 
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his life at Middlesbrough a. singularly happy and successful 
one. He had all the attributes of a. good man of business 
in the best and widest sense. It was impossible to meet him 
without reaJizing that he combined with real intellectual 
power a. calm, sound, and practical judgment a.nd a. genera.l 
capacity for doing things well and thoroughly. No one who 
knew him even slightly could be surprised to bear that his 
assooiates in business conceived the highest opinion of him, 
a.nd that not only on account of his acuteness and adminis­
trative a.bility, but of his fine and high-minded nature. 
Many words full of pra.ise and affeotion have been written 
of this side of his life, and I am sorry that I ca.nnot quote 
them all. Mr. Storr, who was his predecessor as secretary 
of Bolckow, Va.ughan and Co., writes of him: 

" I admired his grea.t abilities &9 I loved his character .. 
I (in conjunction with the Chairman of the Company) 
selected him as my successor, trained him for the position, 
worked for years in the olosest contact and friendship with 
him, and when I retired did 80 with the fullest confidence 
that he had a long and suocessful oareer before him, and that 
the Company oould not have ohosen a better man." 

Dr. J. E. Stead, the distinguished metallurgist of Middles­
brough, who had been his companion on a business tour in 
America, says: 

"During our American tour I got to know him well and 
find out what he really W8.8. Before that, however, I bad 
learnt that he had ability and intelligence of the highest 
order. It wa.a impossible to be with him long without 
gaining for him a most affectionate regard, and I looked 
forward and anticipated for him a splendid record of useful­
ness." 

To these two striking pieces of testimony I should like to 
a.i:ld one more, not from Middlesbrough, but from London. 
Mr. E. F. Turner. for many years the friend and solioitor of the 
Da.rwi.n family, who has occupied a distinguisbed place in his 
profession and enjoyed a peculiarly wide commercial experi­
ence, writes of Erasmus in these terms: 

" Looking back on my closed professional experienoe, he 
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IMDdI out .. the ablest man of his generation that I bve 
per come acroM, and bis modesty was as great &8 his mental _." A .,.y dear friend of Erasmus, Charlee Tennant, who was 
tilled in action only a fortnight later. wrote of him: "There 
....... d, that I ever met, a. man 80 atrong and yet 80 

.-tie." All who knew him would agree, &8 they would about 
another of bill qualities, namely. & conscientiousness that was 
eminently Moe and wide· minded, and completely UIl8werv­
iDg. No one in the world was more certain to do what he 
be1ieYed to be right. Just before he left. England, when hie 
Battalion was under orders for the front, he was summoned 
to &he War Office and offered a Staff appointment at home 
in connection with munitions of war. This would have 
gi .. great &OOpe to his capabilities. .. It would bve been 
intereeting and important work, " he wrote, " but of course 
there are plenty of older men who oan do it just as well as I 
OM." He felt that at that moment his place should be with 
lUI regiment, and made, in the words of ODe present at tbe 
iDterriew, a " fine appeal" to be allowed to go with hill men. 
It. ... granted, and he went gladly and with no looking 
.... k. 

It. ... , I thin.k, more than anything else thill intense feeling 
for duty that made him &0 deeply respected, and gained for 
him iD Middleebrough a very particular position and influ· 
eDOe. .. There was no one elee in his surroundings," writes 
ODe of his friends there, "who had the sort of influence he 
bad." I am almost afraid to empha.size this point, leet a 
wrong impression be given and affection be cast unduly in 
the Ih&de. He had many devoted friendships, and poeseaaed, 
.. hill friend and tutor at Trinity, Dr. Parry, has said, " an 
1ID".vering loyalty of affection. " Some of his friends of 
Cambridge days he WAI only able to ace at long intervals, 
but his feeling for them and theirs for him remained AI fresh 
aad "arm &I ever. He was always Bimpleand natural, and 
no one could be more whoUy delightful a.nd lightrhea.rt«l 
Ulan he W&I when in a holiday mood. He loved the open 
air and the country, more especiaUy the north country, and 
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Yorkshire best of all. Fishing b&d been & aoUl'O& of the very 
keenest plea.eure to him ever since he was a boy. Some 
will have memories of long days of walking in the Lakes; 
oth61'8 of the jolly times of the M&y week. &t Cambridge----Qf 
dances and early morning rides Md expeditions up the river 
in Canadian canoes. Whether we think of him at work or 
lot play, we cannot remember a. word or an action that does 
not make U8 proud of him. He is only one of many all to 
whom it may be said that they would have done much; but 
whatever be might have achieved. he never could have left 
8. memory more lova.ble or more honou.ra.ble. 

BERNABD DARWIN. 

M4yJ9,19Jl1. 
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.. CatlIeriDe (Kitty) (1766-1830) m. Bir Jo_ J(aenll&oll. 
.. CatoIin6 (1768-183ti) m. Re.,.1l.'d_rd~. 

'" John 8entlei&h (1769--1843) of Creeeelly. m. G~ 8eyM(N1r • 
.. Louiea Jane (Ja.oe or JenDy) (1771- 1886) ro. JoA". W~ . 
.. LuMIot Baugh (Ba.ugh) (177 __ 18"~). M.uter of Dul",ich 

Collep. m. 2<'". 
7. Hurlet (IOmetimea oaI1ed Sad) (177t--1847) m. Rev. JlGtC"-

8w""', of North Cerney . 
.. Jellie (1777-1853) m. J. O. eN 8~. nOOrian. 
.. 0Mafla, died 1olll18. 

10. & .. a(1780--1866) unmarried. 
11. PraaOM (FaDDy) (1781- 1876) unmarried. 

Cm.nan 01' 10HN HENBUIOB ALLKN or CBB8IlBLL"'f 
(176l1-1848). 

I. a.,mov PIailli~ (1814-1861) of CreuellY. m. O.1eritw dan. 
of lui 01 Portlmouth. 

L B..., Georp (1816-1908). 
a. ,Job U .... (1818-1868). 
'" ........ Georpu.. m. G. LOI1 Plillip' of LaulMDy. 

Om.oUlil OJ' 8m lug AND L.t..DT \UcInrrosa. 

I • ...,. (1718-18") unm.med. 
t. ...., (1800-1889) m. her comB HeI'Itritl WedgIoood. 
I. ~ (1106-186') m. Jlary .d.ppldoll. 

YOLL ::nii 



xviii Dramatis Persona 

CBILDRIIN Oll MRS DRB ... ".. 

1. Harriet, Lady Gilford. 
2. Marianne, Iln A1&emon J..a.n.cton. 
3. Georpo., Lady Aldenon. 
L Ed"ard, m. AcUM Prftw" 

CUILDUlf OJ' J"OSIAH W.OOWOOD OJ' E1'RtJJW. 

(178()-1795). 

1. Suar.nnah (17M-1811) m. Dr Bobert Wa';,., DanItl.. Chariflll 
Danrin ..... their .on. 

I. John (1786-1844) Banker, m. J_ Au.,.. 
8. JOIiah ( 1769--1843) of )fMr, Potter, m. ElwaM1 Au... 
4. Thom .. (177 1- 1805). 
G. Catherine (Kiu,.) (1774--1828) 1lDmanied. 
8. 8&rah EIiu.b6th (1778-1868) urunarried.. 

CHU.oDRItN or 10IIN WCOOl'l'OOD (1766-1844). 

l. St.rt.h EliDbetb. (SaUr, then Elisa) (17iG-1837) uo.married.. 
I. Rev. John Allen (Allflll) (1798-1881), Vicar of II'MT. 
3. Thom .. (Tom) (1797-1881) Colonel in the GIlArdI, m. A_ ... "'. 
L Caroline, died 1o~. 
6. JeMie (1804-1872) m. b.er oouin HI14"I'f W~ 
&. Robert (1806--1880) m. 2"". 

CUlLDaaN OJ' JOBUII Waool'l'OOD 011 )fUR (1769-1848). 

1. Sarah Elisabeth (Eliu.beth) (1793-1880) \lD.Dlarried. 
I . Jo.uah (Joe or Jo.) (1796-1880)of Leith Hill Pl&oe,m.u oolllliD 

OCH'$liul>cmui • . 
3. Charlotte. (1797-1882) m. Rev. 0"'''''' ~ . 
• ", Henry Allen (HIUTJ) (1789-1816) Berriater, m. lUI ooUIiD 

Jam Wedg.ood. 
a. Fnncit (1800-1888) Potter, m. l'nIwou .l(od.,. 
8. Heoalei&h (1803-1891) Polioe )(ap.t.ra~ Philolopt, m. .. 

oouain 8 __ y JillC!kiwlHl. 

7. Fanny (1806-1832) unmarried. 
8. Emma (1808--1896) m. her oouain O~ n.... 



Dramatis Persona xix 

ClIILD8BN OF DR RoDERT WAnING DARWIN (1766-1848) 
AND RIB WIFB SUSANNAH WBOOWOOD (1765-1817). 

l. )fatione (1798- 1M8) m. Dr H~ry PaTJ,;fIT. 
I. caroline (1800-1888) In. her coUllin Jo,iak Wlldgwood of Leith 

HillPlaoe. 
a. Suaan (1803-1866) nnmarried . 
.f. ErMDlUi Alvey (1804--1881) unmarried. 
I. Charles Robert (1809-1882) ro. hlII ooUllin Emma Wlldgwood. 
8. Catherine (1810-1866) m., late in life, Rev. ChaTier Langfml. 

Charlotte Wedgwood WII8 hie lit wife. 
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A CENTURY OF FAMILY LEITERS 

CHAPTER I 

179~1800 

~~:eT~~~Af~~~ol.b"1:k~~aokint.oeh 
-A ball at Rarolglie-Tom Wedpood', ill.heIJ.~ 
Weclpoodl at GunTiIle. 

JCJou WJ:OOWOOD was born aD Ml.y 2, 1808, at Maer Hall 
in Staffordshire. She W&8 the >:oungest ohild of Joeiab 
!~ of Ma.er. and his WIfe, Eliza.beth. the eldest 
~~f John Bartlett Allen, of Cre8selly. Pembrokeshire. 

Iected :m\f=:\i:~~ =~er~~m J~l:~WW~~: 
wood of Maer.1 Later on follow the life and lettera of 
Emma Wedgwood, first &II a girl and a.fterwatde &8 the wife 
of bel' oowUn, Charles Darwin. As tbeee three families of 
AJIeu, Wedgwoods, and DMWins will be (ound consta.ntly 
~ through tho book, I bve found it convenient to 
~ Wlth a short aooount o( their origin, and especia.Uy of 
,hole members of the grouK who moat often appee.r. 

~~n;=~:;'k: fnrr:::~el~b~h~~tea~1 
~~~.act= !~.tj':~~!:~:nof1~~ 
(173~1803), married Elizabeth Hensleigh, who died ma.ny 

fV:' ::reo~~~i~b:::'18f;!'tn~!a~:~:oS;vG~:r:; 
Ourds). Quite l&toly his great.-gra.nd&on found that be wa.a 
Rill remembered in the neighbourhood, and was told that 
.. c.be owd capen waa a wonderful man." He had .. large 

I or. .. oid OOnfuiOD. theM! letter.. thtLI aoUectod, will be called 
.. on.. II .. LetteR." Their editor it the thitd daughter of Emma 
W ..... ood. who married Chariel Darw-ia. 

"OL.I. 1 
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family, eleven of whom lived to grow up. His melanoholy 
disposition and arbitrary temper made the home in his old 
age an unhappy one. 

Sir James Mackintosh, who ma.rried Ca.tharine, the second 
daughter, thus described the life Sot Creaselly in 8. letter to 
Josia.h Wedgwood (November e, 1800): "We left the' 2 
ma.idens all forlorn at the House that Jack built' in tolerable 
good spirits considering the gloomy solitude to which they 
are condemned. We have heard from good little Emma. 
[Allen) (she really is the best girl in the world), and are ha.ppy 
to hear that the Squire h&s been pleased to be infinitely 
more cordiallllld gracious to his two poor prisoners thsn be 
ever was before, so that bating an absolute want of amuse-

~~~:;~~:J:~b1:1~!r~~:~~~~p~~Yh~ 
aituation with Louis XIV, 'Quelle trisoo occupation de 
ranimer une arne eteinte, at d'amuser un homme qui u'est 
plus amusable!' " 

I remember my father's telling how Mr Allen used to 
thump his fist on the table, and order his daughters to talk 
when he wished to be entertained after dinner. They were 
as a fa.ct remarka.bly good talkers, and Dr Darwin, of 
Shrewsbury, thought this W&B partly owing to their drastio 

!:=~~ ::n~n::~, ~fri1eJ~rcle~r~~id~:~~de~~ ~ 
each other. 

Elizabeth Allen, the eldest of the fa.mily, had both charm 

=::aoftl~veS:;:S,!~~b;~re ;re;h~::~ Bi=o~~~ 
delica.cy of feeling are revealed in the tong series of letters of 
which only a fra.ction can here be given. But a.bove all she 
had the charm of a radiant cheerfulness and of a singular 
sweetness in voice a.nd manner. There is much in her 
ohara.oter which reminds me of my mother. In both there 
was the same delight in gi ring and the sa.me unfailing con~ 
sideration for the unprosperous. 

C&tbarine Allen (Kitty as she W&B alwa.ys ca.lled) W&B 8Jl 
a.ble woma.n, agreeable in converaa.tion, and with a fine cba.r~ 
&Oter in m8Jly respects. She W&B greatly interested in a.ll 
questions of humanity, and W808, I believe, one of the 
founders of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals. In 1798she ma.rried James (afterwards Sir Ja.mes) 
Ma.ckintosh. She suffered greatly from the debt a.nd diffi* 
culty in which he gradua.lly beca.me involved, but her own 
economy, especially as to her dress, WBS rigorous, and she 

=COL<lDl'~~ __________ _ 
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• widow. Her daughters, Harriet, lAdy Gi1Jord, and 

~=, ~~ ~d:=~ fb~t~re:~!~:'te M&rchioDeaa of 
LouiS6 J&Ile ~n (always ea.lled Ja.ne or Jenny) W&8 the 

!':~!s!~~n~~~': ·~lh ~k:h:f8:r&1~:':~~~ 
and abe seema to trip n.tber than alide down the ~l of Ufe." 
My mother told us tnat the warmth and lYa.cious.neaB of her 

~~~a.nj~.:.e1~~:eeid:t q:!~ :ti~~::h i~!i::~ S~~ 
Etruria, who 800n after his father's death became 8. p&rtner 
in Davison and Co. '8 bank in pilon MaJ.l. The Bank 
failed in 1816, and after that time he had no profeeaion. 
He should be remembered &8 the founder of the Hortioultural 
Society. .. On the 7th March, 18tH, there met at his 8ug· 
geetioD in Hatoba.rd's sbop ,. little gathering, of whom the 
most diatinguiabed WM Sir Joseph Banks, and from their 
diacuMioD sprang 8. eociety incorporated in 1809, Lord 
Dartmouth being the tint Pre8ident. "1 

Harriet Allen, the fifth daughter, waa .. very pretty a.nd 
very tiny.·" and W&8 of a gentle una88uming Iltlture. Her 
marri~e to M.tthew Surtees, Rector of North Ceme,. in 
Wiltahire, W&8 mOlt unhappy. It was made, 88 her sister 
Jesaie said, with .. an almoet culpBoble want of affection," 

:!:.nlYT~e f::~~ ;;at!; =~e:s=~ a:~ b: 
apC ~J:~~::'n:':i ~~~Z:~h:hdia~.:a, 
with the exception of Bessy, the most beloved by all her 
sisters. She was the favourite of her nephews and niOOe8. 
and had an especieJ. love for Emma Wed~ood, the subject 
of this book. JeMie must have been a delightful oom~on, 

~~o~~o;v:n~t=d 8f~i?~:,d th~h !: lb:~~:~ 
brilliant colouring, large grer. eyee, and dark hair. Her 

:~rh~l~~/:t~ut~/;~~b.I~ ~~:~hed~~,:; 
silence bas nothing to do with forgetfulne.se. Those who 
love you, ~ Je88, a.re not liable to tha.t a.ocident." 

ap~!:~nce oe;\:: ~\:~~~ofe:=ty-one. and only 
The two youngest aiaters, Emma and Fanny Allen, who 

~ ::J:S!1::tB~~inbl~Ji=;'::trH~w-tLa4r.thQl 
oharaoteriItM her. 



1,...I800j The Wedgwoods of Har'Yaeles 

DOver m&rried. were importa.nt members of the group. 
Emma Allen was the only plain woman among the siate1'8. 
She spoke of her "half-formed fa.c6," and was quite a.ware 

=~u~~t~h:e:'~ &~btth~l~~u~e~c!=!t :r~U~~! 
wrote in 1803 to her sister Bessy (sixteen years older than 
herMlf): " I bve & very earnest desire to ha.ve some other 
oommunioation than letter writing with my dear :Bessy, 
whom it is now four yeal'll since I ha.ve seen. I do long to 
_ you very much, and your children, a.nd I am determined . = ,~::.: :=;fOO1t ~':~i!~~rb~e:s:utj:~o~ 
:c r :~e:l~~~e8~~t ~l~~e~L~f::;:~~O~ 
$be world." 

FeD, Allen W88 more like a sister than an aunt to her 

::- =~~~:a&8inve~p:::k~vi;::~~ a:dc1;:i 
oharm-a pet of Sir James Mackintosh, a.nd a fierce Whig 
aad. devoted. admirer of Napoleon. I remember her in her 
~t : : t~~htful companion, full of life, and still as 

Of the two brothers it is not nooessary to say much, as 
there a.re no letters to or from them in the Maer collection. 

~tt~~!~:U~e~~es:::'\~;;~=?:n~!~J 
WM. like his own son H&rry, a good mconteur. Lancelot 
~~~.J~~W~m~80Ster of Dulwich College, where 

Thelirstreoord of the Wedgwoods is in 1299, 80S villeins of 
Lord Audley in the Manor of Tunstall. Afterwards they -= tt:;n:~:~~h:S:!ir!!~~~~1~~0~h~ an~e:~: 
of t.ho Wedgwoods of Etruria separated from the senior 
bnoob' about 1600, and booa.me absorbed in tbe business of 
potting. Josiah Wedgwood. (1730-1795) founded the town 
of Etroria. in Staffordshire, where he carried on his re­
nowned pottery works. His daughter, Susa.nna.h, married 
Dr Robert Wa.ring Darwin of Shrewsbury, and W38 the 
IDOther of Charles Da.rwin. 

The Darwins came originally from Lincolnshire, Willia.m 

~ 1lD~Te~~dl~ o~:rda:fthl!"=n:n:n=~!:efn t!he:; 
'--me extinot. 
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Darwin of Marton, who died ante 1542, being the first known 
Darwin. They were yeomen in Lincolnshire for about 
100 years, and then rose in rank. William Darwin 
(b. 1620) served as Captain Lieutenant in Sir W. Pelham's 
troop of horse. And fought for the King. His Bon Willia.m 
Darwin (b. 1655) mM"Iied Anne Waring, the heireY of the 
Manor of Elston, Netta, which property is still in the p0sses­
sion of the elder branoh of the D&rWin family. His grandson 
wa.s the well-known physician and poet, Dr. Erasmus Darwin 
of Lichfield, father of Dr. Robert Wa.ring Darwin And grand­
father of Charles Darwin. 

The first intimation of intercourse between the Wedgwoods 
and Allens is the following letter from Josiah Wedgwood, the 
second BOn of Josiah Wedgwood of Etruria: 

Josiah Wedgwood the younger to hia father. 

DEAR Sm, 'l"BNBY. A.uguft 20, 1792. 

You will have heard by a letter of ntine to Tom that 
we have had a very gay week at Haverlordw6st Assizes. I 
have not been a.t Cresaelly since, but a.s I left them all very 
well I hope to find them 80 to--morrow. The family at Cres­
sally is altogether the moo chamring one I have ever been 
introduced to, and their society makes no small addition to 
the pleasure I have received from this excursion. I &Ill very 
happy to perceive that their spirits are not much affected. by 
their Father's ma.rriage.1 Our plea.sures here are very 
simple, riding, walking, bathing, with a little dance twice a 
week. 

You are so kind as to say that you shall begIad to Be6me 
and my sister, but I hope you have no objeotion to me stay­
ing a while longer, a8 much on my sister's account a.lJ my own, 
for I am afra.id she ha.s little chance of bringing Mise Allen 
back with her. 

lam, 
Your affectionate and dutiful80n, 

JOSIA.H WlmowOOD. 

I His marriage to the daughter of a ooal·.mioer. She waa not 
brought to Cre8eelly. 



1711-1800) Josiah Wedgwood oj MaeT Hall 

Whether Josiah a.nd hill sister IIUOCeeded in persUAding 
KiM Allen to return with them to Staffordshire is not known. 
am his wooing W&II successful, for his ma.rriage took place 
in I)eoember, 1792, when he W&II twenty-threa, a.nd she was 
.... ty-eight yeara old. Josiah, the younger, W&II alw&ya 
eaIIed JOB, a.nd by this name he will be known here. There 
Me but few lettere from him in the M.a.er collection, and he had 

::!i ~ ufmt :~~X£ere:;:'~lf~~:m ~::-
~00 he made on others. 

Fumy Allen S&id: "Daddy JOB is a.lways right, alwa.ys 
jaA..ad alwaYB generous," and Dr Darwin considered him 
.. of the wi/le8t men he had ever known. He inspired awe 
.. well M respect. HiB wife, although deeply devoted 
to him, was not quite at ea.se with him, and a little a.fraid of 
amw~ and vexing him.! But thiB W&8 not judging him 
C:1y, for though he W&II silent and grave, he had no 

that Beesy°!o~S:~ ~~:: ~::~r=~~ ~ts m~~ 
be humoured. Probably her early meatOressell~ had shaken 

!:.~tUe~~~ ~~:~=~~~q~~t!J t! ~~vb;~; 
JDCKher,ieinteresting: "Wedgwood'sanexoolIentman-itia 
• pity he hates his friends." Hia niece8 the Darwins were, &II 

~:~t~'h:b'ro~~/Ct:rl:sb~l~ t::tr! t:ly ~if 
he .,., a common mortal, and that this truBt on Charles' 

I:'A=~~}H~~!.ah!il~nt ~df~!e:v~~~ ~: 
• lIMber awful man i but he sometimes talked openly with me· 
He was the very type of an u~ight man, with the clearest 

f::».=~ J:~;:v~e:::ch ~:;,b::~ ~~=Z~:t~~ 
Ii&bt oourae." 

Daring the first few years of their married life Jos and 

::o!:et~hr~~~e ~t~y,a ~u;:th~8E~~~~~allE= 
.... then quite a rural spot. To those who know what it is 

~~:~:~~h=~~~dt:t~~:e~=~~ 
::n~~ :;~~b~U~I~~i :~~t="m~n::: 

• Ue must have been very indnlgent to his wife', wishell, for I 
.... been told that no OOWI were kept at Mae!', .. the moaning of 
the eow. when their cabell were taken away dilltre.ed her. 
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J[" JoftiJA Wt.dgtoood 10 .wr NUr Emma AU~,.. 

B.o&.De'uJ.:u. 17" 0cIt. (1791}. 

... We found Kitty very well and in good ,pinta as 
U8Ua.t. She visits hardly anybody here. which is very 
prudent. Mr M. still oontinuee the fondest and the beet- . 
humoured husband J ever saw. The children1 &re very 
Jlua.nageablo and the l688t troublesome of &I1y I ever 1&., 
t.nd what will give you pleasure, I think ahe makes a very 
kind and a.ttentive stepmother. Jeeaie &nd I have .. anug 
little lodging twenty yvdslrom theira; we board with Kitty. 
r.nd Ocky Bleeps in the hOU8e with her to avoid the .lDCOll­
venience of going out of nigbte. Too is our preeent estab-

I HII three daughtera. MaitlAnd, Mary, and Catherine, by ha fut,t 
wife Catherine Stuart. 



, 
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1'19S-1800] A Ball at Ramsgate 

liJbment, which we find very oomforta.ble. We have 
been at two balls, one at Margate, the other at Ramsga.te, 
the 1ae:t was a very genteel one, where we aaw a mu1titude 
of pretty women, the first was infinitely vulgar. At Marga.te, 
Ocky danced with lion Officer who looked very like her friend 
<Apt. Soourtield at a distance, but fell very short when he 
came near, b&ving but one eye. Some relations of Mr 
JIaokintoah's introduced us all to partners, such 88 they were, 
bQt it mWit be confossed they wore but very so-so. When 
we went to Ramsgate, the Ma.ster of the Ceremonies asked 
III all to dance, but Jessie and I were too delicate or too 
proud to like to commission him to solicit the hand of 
anybody, and chose to sit still. Kitty and Ocky's love of 
dancing W&8 stronger than their delicate feelings on this 
aubJect, and he brought up a couple of partners to them. 
Ooky'll Wall tolerably genteel, but Kitty's not quite 80 much 
10, being rather more upon the establishment of a boy than 
lluita her taste. Ocky's partner, however, had like to have 
I*d dear for the plea.sure of danoing with ber, for when we 
came to tea, she undertook to make it, and the urn being 
what we oall very tripleSB,1 she pulled it over and scalded 
her poor beau's leg; however, I don't believe he was very 
han .... he danced two or three dances eJterwMds, and 
Ooty recovered of her fright enough to dance another oat 
with him. We came away in very good. time, and I don't 
think ahe ill at all the worse for it this morning. Tbere is to 
be a very grand Ball at Guildford on account of Nelson's 
'riotory. the 25th [Oct.], and we are all going.l . 

~~y,ap~ingto :a~;e ~!h: ;ft~e ih,:rJ:::i: 
~ (f~:e~o~e~~)~ ,?Q::~~:eI 70~~~: 
:U~h ~~haJI~ ~ue ~~ ~~:~~~~e~~;~~:!e: 
alection and feeling you have for yOUl' own family. At 
~ .. TripIe.," according to the BttgJwl DiQUd Dic::ticmary. w a 

• ~~~ ~:!n~tta~~io 8t!k:{:An:ek::.?~. The Battle of 
Ule Nile ... on A1lgU3t bt thia year. 
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present. 1 tun sure you have too mIlCh either for ~ur own 
hetUtb or happine&e; this is most dia.i.ntere8ted adVIce on my 
part, for what. on earth do I love more or prize bigher th&n 
your affection for U8 t" She g~aphic ~icture of her 

~~h:' ~g:::~ had not toan!.~ ~fl:~~ 
::;.o'f't':!::~lle.;!uI h':. ~:~ ~~!l :vfue~ ~~ 
here. and my nerVOWI.D.088 got to suob a beigbt .. alma.t 
&mounted to misery." 

The following is an undated draft of a letter from BeeBy 
to her youngest aiBter Fanny, IM!lventeen yeare her junior. 
It must oerta.inly have been written wbil.st Fanny was quite 

:.rJ fo~~~,:t;:~~ro' Nothing i8 known '" to what 

Mr. JaftaA W~ 10 Mr Nkr Fanny Au"., 

My D_U FANNY, EmUB.Ll. 8~. 
It is not with very plea.eant feelings that I collBider 

that there is but one da.y between thia and the end of your 
viait, and .., I fear I ahal.I not have an opportunity or feel 
it in my power to 8&1 all I wish wben we part. I chute this 
way of oonveying to you my tendererrt wiabee for your 
bappineu. I cannot forbear ~lling you how .miable your 
conduct baa appeared to me ever since our oonvenat.ion in 
tbe Garden. Your aiJenceleft me rather in doubt whether 
you did not either think me unjust, or feel angry with me 
for what might appear impertinent. I AlloW I bad given 
you great pain, and I felt very 80rry for it. But your kind 
and obliging manner to me ever Bince bas compJetely done 
away every apprehension of that sort, and I see and appre­
ciate &8 it descrvee the delicacy of your conduct. Not only 
have I never observed in a BingJe instance what I had men­
tioned to you, but you h .. ve taken care by the m~t .. ffec­
tionate and attentive beh .. viour to let me BOO that you ... ere 
not angry. Continue, my dear Fanny, to ..... tch over your 
own ohancter, with a sincere desire of perfecting it ... much 
as is in your power, and you will make the happineee of all 
belonging to you. You have very little to do, fot God bu 
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F'ftlD you an excellent temper, and a very good under· 
1&aDding. Do not therefore content yourself with a medioo-­
ri'y of goodness. You are now at a happy time of life when 
.baoet everything is in your own power, and your oharacter 
__ , be aaid to be in your own hands, to make or mar it for 
net. If you humbly look into yourself, you are a better 
Jad&e of your failings than any other person e&n be, but do 
.. aeek to palliate or veil them from your own be&rt. Your 
friencU wiU value you for your exceUenOO8. 

W~e:ro:;~!t ~~~h~an:~onS:' ~~~: 
• ftIID&fbble man in many directioIl&-the friend and bene­
factor of Coleridge, and practically the first discoverer of 

~hl~ ~~:;f: ~:O';:Sw=b~~ ~~ ~~~~o~~= 
oW, after years of terrible suffering from some mysterioul 
m..... which was never explained. 

There il much evidence that his personality w&8 impres· 
aft. Fanny Allen tells of " the effect that his appear&nce 
IOd. manner had on Mackintosh's' set,' as they were called." 
"Sydney Smith was almost awed"; and she narrates how at 

Cl:!; D;~l~te~::;' a !~~ Vo~a~inl~kk~e :t~~:! 
=:it~:r:~ =~~yine~:l~~!ea:= ;~c:er~t 
the flDeat I ever saw." Wordsworth, too, describes his 

~·!~=tif7f~~U~a.nn:~~~;:: 
.... oI ettblimity beyond what I ever experienced from the 

~~,a.:~:a;h;:!~~,bl~;or~. brother JOB 

Tom Wedgwood spent a great part of his life wandering 

!ro.-=~:.~tin~a~!~:it m~chbf:~1e~:a';t~: 
of .. li't1e nephews and nieoos. His doctrinaire viewlI 
foaDded on Rou8lle&u must have been trying to his sister·in· 

c:.~ .:~h~W:;~b~~:~n:~~i~ha.~~~/:V!ank:!h! 
........ ppy . 

• See 2'_ W.ood. tM Pirlt PlwWgrapMr. by R. B. Liteh.fl.eld. 

~au:~~~I:-d~~:'~d 1~":F~~e p~!!~h!~ 
-bupfrom 178lito 1820. 
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JOIJiall Wedgwood 10 At. brollulr TCHn. 

My V.AS TOM, GUMVlLl&, Feb. 28, 1800. 

1 cannot teIIist the t.emptat.ion of employing my first. 
moment of leisure to unburden my hea.rt. in writing to you . 
The diatance that separates 118, the affecting circumeta.noee 
under which we pa.rted. our former inaeparab1e life and 
perfect. friendship, unite to deepen the emotion with whioh 
I think of you, and give an importan06 a.nd BOleomity that 
is new to my communic&tion with you. I did not know till 
now bow dearly I love you, nor do you know with what deep 
regret I forebore to 8oCeompt.ny you. It ",sa & Bubioot I 
oould not talk to you upon, though I Wall perpetually 
desiroU8 to make you a.cquainted with all my feelings upon 
it. I would not without nee_ity le&ve my wife and 
children, and I believed that I ought Dot; yet my reaoJution 
wae not t&ken without & mixture of self-reproach. But 1 
repeat. the promise I made you at Falmouth. 

I bve not yet been .tJle to think of you with dry eYeII, 
but. little time will ba.rden me. It i8 not 80 neoeear.ry for 
me to 600 you, &8 to know that you a.ro well and happy. 
Nothing could be more disintere8ted than the love I bear 
you. I know th&t my wife and obildren would alone render 
me happy, but I 800, with the most heartfelt concern, tha.t 
your admirable qualifications are rendered ineffectual for 
your happin088, a.nd your fame, by your miaera.ble health. 
But I have .. full oonviction that your constitution i8 atrong 
and elaetic, and that your Pl'Oll6llt experiment bidl fair to 
remove the derangement of your machine. I look forward 
with hope a.nd joy to our meeting again, and I am sure tb&t 
seeing you again. well and vigorous, will be a moment of the 
purest happin688 I ca.n feel. 

Perhape this may be the laat. time that I shall write to 
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,. in tbil strain. If it should for a time revi ve your 
1IIftOW. it cannot long injure your tra.nquillity, to be told 
... I love you, eeteem you, a.nd admire you truly and ...... ,. 

I toot poM888ion of this place this moming with very 
...... t feelingB from those I should have had if we bad 
b.- topther. I have made up my mind to-day not to 
add anyt.bing to the buildings WltU I 1Ib&ll have become 
W&er aoquaint.ed 'With the place. On looking more closely 
at the atableIIJ I see that lIS or 20 pounds laid out will enable 
&beIIl to serve a year or two, and I shall not be in a hurry to 
do ...... · 

The Jaai waggon·load from Upoott. came about an bour 
.... me, with all tbe live stock in good condition. I wu 
...., WIllI pleued to be saluted. hy a neigh from the gig. 
bone t.be moment ahe heam my voice-Dido is 80 like Donna 
.. I thought it W&I she recoverOO..-I find the aloes were 
DOt quite 10 good a b&rgain a8 we thought, for they were 
i:iDed by the hoet when they were brought. 

I .baIl be here eft, /amilk in about 10 days, and poaeibly 
.J mother and sister with us, but I do not know. In the 
bepming of April we go to town and there st.y to tbe end 
of .y. Whether we .hall then go to C're6seUy or Etrnria 
-I doD.Ot know. 

1 haTe written to Gregory Watt' to send me a copying 
maobiDe, that I may IeIld duplict.te8 by &nother packet, • ,....tioD you must not forget. I will send you more 
GOp7Iq: ~per. I.hall CUl'lle the French with grer.t sin· 
oerit;y if they take the packet bearing your first letter. 
Bow anDoualy will it be expected, and with what emotion 
will it be opened and read I You will hear from ua in a 
Dath, or _, after your a.ttival, and we muat not expect 
to ~ from you in lees than four months from your 
d.puture. Very few of the letters I write .flord. me any 
~, but I foreeee a great pl6&lUJ'e in writing to you 
.at \bat. comea, and just lUI it comea. There is • pleuure in 

~ of Jamel Watt, aud an iDtilUU, lrieod of the Wedpood 
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tender regret for the absence and misfortnnee of a penKm 
one }OVef3, and oorreeponding with that pen!OJl i.e tbe oom­
pleta fruition of it. I feel like &eae clasping the .hade of 
Creusa; I e&ll up your ima.ge but it is not substantial. 
Farewell, dear Tom. 

fro~~h~O~=fnJ?!!~~heWeere 't~enha~; ~~~ .re:ou:-
plew fa.ilure as le$wed his XCtb. The Wedgwooda were 
not yet settled m Gun ville, a.nd Besay was visiting her 
father and sisters at CresseUy. 

J08iah Wtdgwood to k.8 wile at Oru8elly. 

CBarIlT<llfDCB. JtiJy 31, 1800. 

I am just returned from a very pleasant evening wMk with 
B. and Joe. l I find they recollect many thinga about. 
Etruria that surprised me, p&rticularly in Jos. Our laet 
half-hour was by moonlight on the soo.--ehore, the w • .,ee 
pouring gently at our feet. The delightful ecenety and the 
innocent prattle of the children have disposed me to write 
to you, rather than to complete the task I had set myseU lor 
thi.e evening of CMting up a part of my building accounts. 
I think it was well ima.gined of two lovers or friends, separ­
.ted from each other, to fix the days and hours of writing to 
each other, that they mJght be sure that each was occupied. 
about the other at one moment. I hope this invention was 
of two loven; if it had been told me of two women, or two 
men, I should call it romantic affectation. I never in my 
most philosophical days agreed with the opinion of the 
pt'08Criben of marriage and upholders of universal concu· 
bina.g&-the expression is &8 detestable &8 the idea.--and 
I ce.nnot conooive tha.t a.ny but a. corrupt libertine ca.n be 
sincere in approving it. Who that had felt in himself the 
trt..nquil, but penetrating charm of an intimate and long. 
oontinued. union with a woma.n sensible to hi8 pa.ins and hie 

I EliAbet.h and Joliloh, the two eld_t ehildreu, apd .. Yell and 
ave. 
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,...... parlicipoting in hia hopei!, otrengthening hia good 
......-. ODd gently diaoowoaging hia b&nhnoaa and 
~. aDd more than aU, who is become flesh of his 
... aDd boDe of hia bone, by bearing him children, wbo 
......... ptible of that delightful and ennobling sympatby, 
...... truck it for the wandering gratifications and ferocious 
....... of brutes. And thQ8e mon are improvers of tbe 
--U&iOD of mankind I If one did not know them to be 
...... ibul they profeM to be, one would be afraid to bold 
...... with them. It is singular that Ro1l8ll68oU, who 
... IP"" 80 admirable a picture of domestic education, and 
...... it with all the powers of hi, eloquence, should have 
... Ide ohildren to the En/a"" traIn., and that Godwin, 
..... writinge tend. to make a found.ling hoapitaJ. of the 
..... Ihould have been an affectionate husband, and is DOW 

• teDder father to hia wife's and his own child. I am and 
wtIl be your affectiona.te husband, and we are and will be 
Mder pM'eIltB to our dear children. I have DO pleaaures 
... J CAD oompare with th080 I derive from you a.nd from 
_. Your idea 6.Ua me, and I clasp you &8 the heroes of 
poIIIry oIup the shades of the departed . 
., .... went to look at Chettle on Sunday, and were 
-' taIreb with it. . My mother spea.b of you &8 4er 
........ She says she dOM not know enough of Donet­
.... to be prejudiced for or againBtit, but she shall be very 
.... to be Dear Tom and me and her dear Bessy, and the 
'WId. wl&h her b&8 a deeper meaning thAn with BOme who 
_ ~ ofMeer. She is not demoIl8trative, but she ill aflee· 
...... Cbettle ill to be v&cant at Mioha.elmaa. Besidea 
... Id ..... t.ace of my mother and 8ister8 &8 neighbours, 
...... wiD be particularly great to Tom, we get the command 
II • ..,. aood manor. 

I ..... Jut sent up my income return, and I have given 
... ..,. ... the tenth of my la.8t ye&r's income. I O&nnot. 
., bat it IP"IIdgee me to pay luob a sum to be squandered • 
• IIMIn,. it will, milChievoully. . .. I have aet BOme 
~ banda to work &t Gun ville. and I do not yet 
dMp.ir of Tom and me getting in by the let Sept., &nd 
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it. beiDa: rMd:y for you by the time your furlonsh will 
aspire. Iio wlWlh, by the bye, I hope you will oonform lib 
.. good aoktier. . .. Our UtH-au1 here u tolerably endur~ 
able. We aeldom meet for five minutea except at dinner, and 
then with eating. drinking. and helping the children, we 
manage to p&III an bour with .. few rem..-b. I believe if 
we were to live twenty yean toget.ber we abouJd make no 
further progreaa in intimaey. However. me dOM ozceed· 
ingly well in bet situation; abe did no. come hent to amue 
me. I do not see any aign.e of melanoholyabout her. I 
fanoy my sister'. visit bas oheered her for .. while. 

I rely on your discretion to keep my Jetters to younelf; 
they may do between you and me, but. your qWuing aist.en 
would be tremendoua. Give my love to them aU, and 
btilie"'!! me with heartfelt tendemeM, your deotioD&te 
huaband. 

JoaIA.H WKDOWOOD. 

M,., Jorioh WtdgtDood lo Mr " .... ..d. 

Cuaut.t.T, A.,. ua. 1800. 

I bye felt my hMrt very heavy with the idea that you 
would be a.ngry with me for prolonging my oy tJter my 
l'epMted promisee that I 1JOIiJd Dot, bat I really found it 
impoesi.ble to reeilt. I am not lure that it .ouk! bave 
been right to bave done 10. If my F.ther', &COOtult of his 
own situation..., aocu.ra.te it certainly would bave been 
barbMOu8 in me not to bve ataid, a.nd .. be thinb it 10, 
the effect woald be much the tame on his feelinga. But 1 
am .me I am not just to you in doubting for an inatant 
that you will enter into my feelings. I am .ute 1 tnt1Ier 
mcre in the delay tbn it i. pouible you can, becaue it is 
more my own doing. I am penoaded your Dext leiter will 
do awa.y a.ll my preaent feelings, but the comfort of meet.i.oc 
you will be more than I can expreM. 

Farewell, dear Joe, love to tbe Children and :HiM :nea.ru.. 
I With KiM Dennia, theko~ 
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J ..... W~ .. ,... "Je .. 0 ......... 

Ca':aurolltmCB. A\IgWC 2:8, 1800 • 

. . . You cannot refuse your [ather a. few day., ... be 
...... point of your lIt&yins longer than the time you 
W bed, and I hope Ma.ckintosh a.nd J . Allen will enliven 
... WJ" tD ma.ke them pleua.nter than t.bOle you have 
Idtherto paeeed at Creuelly. 1 will not affect to 8&y that 
&Ida di1Iioulty thrown in the way of your return i.e Dot W8-
....,-ble to me, but. you Deed DOt apprebend that there i.e 
Ml,Jihiag of anger in the I16Dtime.nt. I .howd be more 
cIiIpMMed with your apprehension of &nget, if I did not 
00BIIider ibM the .tmOlphere you have 1&te1y b~thed 
~ far. I am tmly aorry tbat. your mit ba8 turned 
oM., lit-tie to your aatiafaotioo. a.nd eorry tb&t you will eet 
oat low lpirit.ed on 80 long .. IOlit.ary journey. I hope 
,.. Ke ..ured tb&t .hooting would not interlere with any 
pia for meeting you. Shooting is .. pioue.nt thing, and 1 
... ba'nlllCiive exercise, but ite plea.&uree are 8ubord.inate 
iDdeed io t.boIe in whioh the affections a.re engaged. And 
k iI no, on my 01PD. a.ccount that I am now at all eager 
aboU ii. You know how much Tom hu let his heart and 
.. hop. DpGD it, and I am oertain you have too much 
kiDlla.llor him to grudge the MCrifice of p&rt of my time 
to Yo. object. I h&vo boon IIOmetimea .frloid you might 
Wok I &.ke from you to give to him, but I have never 
...... ihat you did, and it. it .. eoUl'Cfl of einoore grati­
...... to me, and mereuea my Mteem for you, to know 
... JOU are without je&lousy on the lIubiect, and th&t. you 
___ \be IIincere aflection he be&n for you .... 

1 ... &lad you hAve not executed either of your aehemee . 
.., ADm' I have no objection to but. AI taking up room, 
....... pneent. we cannot apare. AI to the poor little 
aw.-,.. I Ihould have beeD very tony if you bad put your 
...... with respect. to her in practioe. I do not know that. 

.... ~.-=.:o ':~~~~~=.U::.Mar;r Allen, ud "little 
1'01.. L I 
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abe i8 a fit oompanion for ahiJdreD.. H 61Ied ... I euppoee. 
with the notions common with tUlfIducat.ed Welsh perIOlUI. 
I am mre 8he ia not. She would have been & fieh out of 
water, and you would not have known what to do with her. 
Abo .. &II thiDga ~ tbe.",....u..... of your home .... 

I wieh to hee.ven I could make you cheM up. 1 owe you 
• spite for being out down for nothing. My love to aU your 
partY. and I &Dl a.nd ever ,hall be, your a1fectionat.e J. W . 
. I go to Gunville to.-monow for good. 

Ab. JoM~ W«Igwood 10 i<r A_toG. 

My DLUL J08. cuauu.l', B~ III, 1100. 

Contrary to your oaloulation. I received your letter 
of the 28th this evening. and it hal made me very happy. 
I now haaten to write you my W diapaotob from ere.euy. 
but I must make it short, as it ia late. and. 1 have taken • 
long walk whieh baa tired me. I have been • fool to make 
myself at allunea.ay upon the subject, wben I knew lot the 
8&Jlle time tba.t you 'ViQuld not be a.ngry with me, but I don't 
know how it waa, I thought you might feellUlOODlfortable, ' 
owl Wdeod I felt .. myoelf at .be tbough .. of our meeting 
being deferred. I have tJ.way. written to you from the 
feelings of the moment, and pet'hape I have sometimes given 
you • stronger impl'elMion of my being out of spiritlo than 
WIWI just. John Allen a.od Mackint.c:Mh uve eriliveoed our 
lIOCiety very much, and I think my Father begins to:re1iah 
society mOl'S thaD. be did. I fancied he wu • lit.tle afraid 
of Mackintosh at first, but he baa nOw fo1lJ1d out tbM. be is 
by no meawl overbeario&. and he fluda bimaelf oomforta,ble 
in his oompany. 

I am very glad I did not paraae my two ICbemee wH.h 
relation to M. Allen and H. Bidgn.y, and I thiDlr. you are 
perfectly right in what you say. I had no notion thl.l our 
honae W&Po in eo ba.ckwatd .1It&t.e when I thought of Harriet 
[Swt.eea] paying us a viait, bot if I find it iDoonnnient .. han 
we get to Gunville it will be very ea.ey to put them off. 



Bessy's Affedion lor Tom '9 
J .. wry g1Id yon acquit me of all jea10UBY ,nth teepeet to"" Tom. I really de&erVe it, for there are no eacrifioet 

J would not make to be of any eervioe to him, oompatible 
wilh my other duties. I hope he h.u joined you by tbia 
..... and that he finds he can pursue his game with pleasure 
..t advantage. My kind love to him. 

I am, my deareet Jos, 
Yours ever, 

E. WBDGWOOD. 
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CHAPTER 11 

180'-1807 

John Henalei&h .AllM inherita er-u,.-D~ure of the llaakiD-

~t!: ~t~1~r:--fy~~-~8:tr~ 
Wedpood and JeMie AlleD. 

MB. ALLZl( died in 1803. Rig IOn JOM Hens1eigb Allen 
inherited CresaeliY. &nd after thie date lived there with his 
three unma.rried eistertl. Jessie, Emma, and Fa.n.ny. The 
following letter [rom Fa.nny Allen waa written whilst lltaying 
in London with the Mackintoshes. Mackintosh had been 
made Recorder of Bombay, and waa knighted before la.ving 
for India. 

Sanny Allen '0 her Mer Mra J06it.JA Wa:lgaoood. 

DoYmt SunT, JOfI_ry lilA [1804.J . 

. . . I am glad to tell you that Kitty's spirits are pretty 
well recovered Binoo p&rting with you. The day you left 
UII she was terribly depressed. You know ¥ackintOflh 
aaked Dr Davy,l the Sydney Smiths and HomerS to dine 

~ :r~~ H~~r~:'77c:r8~;):\vJUg.tatMman, born atEdinburp. 

iD";~~~~t'heu~e~;:t!:th~ ~e:'an~!~ 
Cockburn, the 8ootoh Judge. deecribed hi.n:I .... po--'. of p-e.ter 
publio influenoe than aDyother pri ..... te 1ll&D." HiI earl,. death at 

~'~-::::D!-::o':'!l~~O:;~ I.:o;.~~ -:'~l~:W.!d 
"&nI1th of heart." One of S,.dttey Smith', letten hM a ~t 
Mllt.&ooeabollthim:" HOrDeI'.iU. He wu deGted to read AIQ'G.t.iq 

::=~ ¥C~~an~ :::tlt ~r~p=llh~U "U.. i= 
7'rtIclw'. QompLfM Gtlwu." 
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here a.nd, before the evening was over, I thlnk they were of 
great service to her spirits. 

We had a very grand dinner at Erskine's,l and, what 
I did not expect, I found it very pleasant. The whole 
hOUBe of Kemble was there (with the exception of John 
Kemble), Nat Bond, a Mr Morrice Lawrence, Sharp, Bod­
dington, and ourselves. Erskine was not as lively as he 
waa the day he dined here; he was quite absorbed in 
:Mrs Siddons and to my mind much in love with her. She 
looked uncommonly handsome, but W80ll much too dignified 
to b8 plea8a.nt in conversation. I was very much gra.tified 
by Ie8ing her and hearing her talk. on acting which she did 
very unaffectedly. I must not forget to tell you ahe admired 
my gown exceedingly. She sa.id she thought it one of the 
prettaest dresses she ever saw. Mrs Erskine asked 
Lady Harrington to introduce Kitty, and if she goes she 
[Lady H.] has promised to do so. Otherwise she bas given in 
bel' name to the Lady-in-wa.iting, and I believe has mentioned 
to the Queen Kitty's desire of being introduced. Miss 
Stewart has promised us places to see her if she goes. The 
Nares dined here on 8&turday Jast; Kitty asked the 
8. Smiths, Charles Warren,' Horner and Sharpll to meet 
them. We had one of the plea.sa.ntest and merriest days 
I b'q passed for a long time. Mrs Nares looked un­
commonly handsome a.nd was in very good spirits, and I 
hope enjoyed her day very much. Sydney Smith W808 in 
hie higbest spirits, and pleased me p&rtioularly by talking 

1 ThoDlA8 Erllkine (1760-1823), the famona advocate, became 
Lord Chancellor and a peer about two yearll after thiB. 

• 1767-1823), line engraver and aotive member 
:: He bad a great reputation M an illustra.tor 
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of my sisters in the way I wish to hea.r them talked of, &8 

the very first of women. " I cannot tell you," he told me, 
" how much I &dmire and like all your siBters; they have a 
warmth and friendliness of manner that is delightful, but I 
think that Mrs J08 Wedgwood SUrpa.sse8 you all." 

I think I have given you a very exact &CC<lunt of our­
selves since you left us, and answered. all your questions 
with the exception of the one about our friend Bo, which 
1 really don't know how to answer. 1 think we are just in 
the same state as when you left us, not adva.nced and I 
don't think gone back, and most probably in the same place 
we shall ever be. He goes with us I believe to the play on 
Friday to see Mrs Siddons in Desdemona. 

Mf'8 J08iah Wedgwood to 7w:r mw Fanny AUt7l. 

GUNVlLU, SWMoy {iMA Of' 22M J __ ry. 1804] • 

. I am glad you were too honeat a girl to coquet or 
disqualify about B.,l and I depend upon your telling me 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

We are going on very harmoniously. Surtees is in 
high good. humour, but 80 fidgetty that 1 don't wonder 
that Harriet is so thin; she looks very well, but I think 
she is flat. I cannot join Jeas.ie in thinking she is anything 
like a happy woman. Her spirits are not low, but there 
is no spring, no liveliness or sell-enjoyment at all. I don't 
know whether she was naturally 110 grave, or whether it 
is acquired of late years, but we have had no sort of 
epamhemenJ d~ WUf". I have not ventured upon any 
leading conversation, nor h&8 she led to anything of that 
Bort; and I daresa.y we shall not. She seem.er&ther pleased 
at the thoughts of this ball at Blandford, and desires you 
will not forget to send her clothes off in time. In looking 
over the account of the birthday the first person that struck 
my eye W&8 Lady Mackintosh. I take for granted you were 
in the presence chamber with Miss Stewart, a parcel of 
eha.bby plebeians, looking on the honoure that had fallen upon 

I It is noli known who B. WM, nor whether he ev~r propoaed. 
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tile family; Iol1d I deeire you will give me .. more pa.rticular 
MOGut of Kitty" proeentatioD, reception, and appearMoe. 
ram, however, more &n..rious to bear of me.ny other things 
relating to poor dear Kitty, and which I hope I sha.ll in a. da.y 
,. t1ro either from betfleU or ODe of you. . 

I believe, my little Fanny, lowe a little of your flattering 
npneentation of what Sydney Smith Aid of me to your good 
aature. You thought it a pity J ahould not come in for .. 
lItt.IeofW'hatF. B. used to call "thedelioiou8eeaenoe," a.nd 80 
JOG very kindly sent me .. little. However I am much obliged 
to ,au for your kind intention in refreshing my memory 
wfdI ibe eonnd of .. compliment, which I must confess baa 
.till mme power to charm. vain mortals M we &reo 

'O."Y .4Utfl, to At,. Ii&ter Mr. JOIioA WtJdgwood. 

AulJ:IU,u.a Snu't, S_"niay (J-. 28'1, 1804}. 

. . Kitty &Ild Mackintosh left town this morning. and 
"'ftIleft me one of tbe heaviest heart8 I have ever had. I 
.... lIOaI'Cely heal' to think on their Irindn088 to me at present. 
The whole woo"- ha.s been uncommonly pa.inCul. what witb 
..... harry of paclring a.nd the unoortainty r.nd expectation 
01 SOins every day. It W&8 80rne comfort for me to lee 

tW Kitty's spirit. kept. up very tolera.bly to t.he last. I did 
.... her this morning, but I hear she WIlo8 pretty oheerful. 
IIMkintoeh W88 n.ther low, but. I trust they will both fOO 
• quiWng England but trifling. I should not be muoh 
~ if they were detained a week at Ryde; in that ease 
BIIup, Horner, Uld perhape Sydney Smith, will go down 
..... pua the time with them. That will be very desirable 
b them, and I C&D.D.ot but say I should envy them very 
mach-that is to say the viaitora. I don't know and I 
Umo.i fear you have not heard from any of u.a since Kitty'8 
.... t.tion a.t Court. Mila Stewart dreet her uncommonly 
wD&Dd. prettily, and ahe cut an exceeding good. fignre; the 
QMen talked very graciously to her, and she met with very 
'"" civility from a. gre.t many people on the ooouion, 
particularly from Lady Hanington, who aaked ber to come 
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to her evening party on Sunday laat. On the whole I was 
very gla.d Kitty went to Court. It was something for hel" to 
think of, and above all there is nothing like a little vanity to 
buoy up the spirits. 

By the way you did me very great injustice in supposing 
I added to S. Smith's speech concerning you, for I will not 
call it a. compliment. I never think a compliment worth 
repeating that I am obliged to add to. .AB a punishment 
for your unbelief, I have a great mind not to tell you that, 
instead of adding, I kept back part of the good things he 
said of you. Mtr.okintosb, Kitty and I dined with the 
Smiths on Sunday la.et, and I have scarcely ever passed a 
pleasa.nter or merrier day. The company as usual were 
Sharp, Rogers, Horner and Boddington. We remained 
there till twelve, and you will accuse me, I suppose, of 
gross flattery, if I were to tell you, you were again the sub· 
ject of a very warm eulogium from more of the gentlemen 
than Sydney Smith. It was & very humorous dispute and 
amused me very much. I will not deta.il it you, because 
of your unbelief. But Sydney put an end to that part of it 
which treated of the different degrees of dependence they 
could plaoo in you and my other sisters in case of any 
emergency, by declaring he would rely on your kindness to 
nurse him during a fever, and Jenny's only in a too,hache­
this was unanswerable and una.nswered. They have asked 
me to spend a few days with them this next week, which I 
think I shall do. I expect Sydney a.lm.08t every minute to 
fix the day. I am happy to have it in my power to cultivate 
& friendship with them both; I have met with no people in 
London that I like 80 much as I do them, or who have Ihowed 
me more unremitting lrindneea. 

Mf'8 Josiah Wedgwood kJ hef' husband. 

GUltVILU, 8-.doy MonKtt.g. May Wi {1806~ 
MYDLUtJOS, 

The only thing that haa QCcurred since I wrote laat 
has been the taking of poor Job Harding by the Prese-gang, 

____ -"-lhe :0' I.. ofCh 'j~ 
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.. bWh has excited a great sensation in the village, and for 
... mch I Ul truly ooncerned. The night before last they 
)mocked a.t the door and told the H&rdings to get up, as the 
Preee-gang were at Hinton and were coming to take them. 
Job lot up and went down stAirs, but they had broke open 
UIe door and seir.ed him and e&rried him off. without 
pving him time to tie his ga.rters or to put on his coat. The 
otber brother Jem was very ill from a chill, but the Lieut. 
weot up and satisfied himself as to the truth of it. and he 
bad humanity enough to loove him behind, though he said 
lbey .hould come for him very 8OOn. They then went to 
Georao Collin's, but be would not open the door or anBwer 
when. they called. but prepared to sta.nd on the defensive. 
for which purpose he broke the child's crib to hl\Ve the stick 
... weapon of defence. The crew hearing the crash, thought 
be had. broke through to the next house and made his escape; 
aDd 80 they went off, and he escaped for this time, but I 
... afraid they will get him and Jem Harding. The poor 
wife of Job (unlike her namesake in the "Bible) is gone off 
tbiJ moming to comfort her husband and to take him some 
aeoeeaariee, and I suppose the pay sbe received last night, 
wbieb. amounted to 16&., to which Tom added some a.rt.icl66 
&om. his wardrobe,and I a guinea.; and A. Harding's wife went 
witb her out of friendship (a walk of 40 miles to and from 
Poole). A good. many others of the women went to 8~nd her. 
I .... • letter to-day from him to his wife. written in such a 
Ilmple honest style, that it interested me very much in his 
faftMlr. The other two men are frightened to death at the 
tboaaht of their tum coming next; and they don't lie at 
bome. But what a sad life it is to be fooling the torments of 
fear, and skulking like a felon, and that for sucb a length of 
time as they probably will. Our waggoner coming from 
Poole yesterday met poor Harding eecorted by three men 
armed, and himself pinioned. I declare this circumstance 
almost. made a. Betblen Gabor of me. 
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B.1 had a letter from. my Joe yesterdAy. He aab whether 
Papa does not mean to come and see him before the holi<.lays, 
... many of the boy's fathers are cotning to see their eons. He 
says tbe holidays will begin next Wednesday su weeks, and 
if we fetch him a week before, the five weeks will 800n run 
out; and I wish you would write to Mr Coleridge to mention 
the matter of his coming home a week before they break up, 
and then I can tell my Joe of it, which will make him very 
happy. I bad Dearly resolved upon setting off to see him. 
to-morrow, but I bve thought better of it. The journey &0 

long, the time of being with him 110 short, and the pain of part­
ing considered, I think it will be as well not to think of aeeing 
him before the holidays. 

heT:~ W.:r~ !:e~~ ::S1:~uln;rl~f.~~ ~:Ch 
suffering. 

m~l thlZ~o~:t~~~~~J~rc~~~r"J:!~ !n~ 
opinion; he really was too good for this world. Such a 
crowd of feelings and remembrances fill my mind while I am 
recalling aU his past kindnesses to me and mine, and to all his 
acquaintances, that I feel mY-Belf quite unfit to make his 
panegyric, but I trust my children will ever remember him 
with veneration as an honour to the family to which be 
belonged .... 

"Et.Btbury was a.lwa.ys rather gloomy in my eyea, 
now it lookS the picture of Melancholy, and poor Tom's 

~:Yd~::/ Ifbh!n1::, ISdn ~J:~U!h~ ~u~=~ 
melancholy and retired. His fOrBaken windows remind 

:; ~n::u~ :a=~a:n! I~~~lr!:m'7o:~t 
~~:he~;h:t!~~: :v~:S=!i~s.::~: ~eti~~bO~~= 
beAf: ~~~edae'~':~~t~' the JOtIiah Wed oodsleft 
Dorset. Maar H8o~W&8 bought about 1805, but tre; did not 
inhabit it fully till 1807. In 1812 they seem to have moved 
for & time W Etruria.. probably for the aa.ke of economy. 

I Eli.lllbeth, the e1dElit child. Joe, DOW aged ten, Will at lObooJ .t 

~~e~d~~i!~~~~;' ':dTt~rt~~ b~tbtk!to:.!e.r::'ool~e 
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AD trade with the Oontinent waa crippled owing to the W&I', 
aDd the inaome from the Worb had gone down; the income­
taz aleo ... M then 28. in the pound. They came back finally 
to )(aer in 1819. 

Sarah Wedgwood, the writer of the following letter, Viae 
... youngest sister of Joe. She never married, although 
.... bad many propoaa.ls. 

SaraA. Wedgwood to Jeut·" ...tU,,",. 

MT DUB J&sSUI, 

Da.L.UTON [Su .... oan80JRZ}, 8ept 6 
[probably IS01}. 

It is • long time flince I have written. letter from 
Wnc an inclination to do eo. Since the humour is no .... 
..... 1 will indnlgeit tho' it is late: all the world is gone to 
bed, IIIld my writing tackle is miserable .. 

Your conjecture that Buxton might become a pet place 
with me baa not been realiaed. Nothing ever was muoh 
daller; the company during the whole fortnight 1 wae there 
_tbmed in the same insipid way they sot out. neither 
.-teet, agreeable, 8eDJible, nor anything but good~ 

bamoUftd and civil; you cannot think how few e.xceptionl 
........... We went out but ODoe while I staid; that Wall 

to \he play on Saturday to see EDiaton in the Honqrnoon 
IIl4lbe Buflkr of Ihe .Alpf. I was very much entertained­
more p&e.eed (don't tell) than I W&8 at any play in London. 
AU but EDiaton .... ere exeora.ble actora, but the play itaelf 
.. UDIIIintI: and he a.ot8 oharming1y; hut the farce, there 
I ... in my glory I orying at a farce I (the last time I had 
..w before 1f&8 at Altley's). Before I proceed,l must say 
for Illy credit'. aake what 1 know to be true, that the farce is 
OM of the poorest thing. that ever w&8 seen-that granted, 
I prooeed to say how delighted 1 W&I with it. There were 
two 01. the dearest little ehildren in the .... orld acting in it. 
hi .-aeral I am quite of the opinion of the pen!OD whom 
Bugb (Allen] quotes &8 admiring Herod on these ooo .. ~ 
1IkIM, hut I must rejoice th&t theae two were !!pared.; one 
.... not the laut affected in the world. the other only the 
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leut in the world; they were lib two childnln _ying the 
t.hing in e&l'De.t.. and ElIUton. dear delightful Elliaton, never 
in my life did I &00 anything ItO sweet a.nd pretty .. bia w.y 
of acting with them. The mixture of tendeme88 and fun in 
his manner to them W&8 bewitching. 1 wiJlb you had Been 
one of tbe dear little things telling him DOt. to be frightened 
wben be turned round auddenly and 8&'" him, and Elliston', 
Iweet comical look in retum. But. ch&rmmg &8 this 1"'&11 

(&nd how 8upel'b it must 8ppe6r in deecription I) it wu 
nothina: to a. &cen" .fterwarm where he divided a. cab 
ootween tbe two little things who were starving. \Vb .. t 
an idiot you must think me f I don't care, I did enjoy it 
beyond measure: I .M 1M) delighted tha.t 1 was obliged to 
make little &1Iyl my COfLJf""ftk wben I lot home, there 
being nobody else at hAnd. It ia weU lor )'Ou you were 
not there. you would h..,e been well tired of my rapturee. S 

J08 and Beuy and Kitty [Wedgwood) .. ent to .. Ilk 
a.t Crewe HaJJ. on &.ttU'day morning. The chief amule­
mente were to have been out of doon:, but owing to the 
badnetl8 of the day they could not go out. and bad not 
much to do within. Them WMe .bout. • hundred people 
t.here, and five rooOlll open; t.hey had .. luncheon tot three 
o'clock, coffee and ieee afterwards and a. da.nce, lOme very 
nioe singing too by Miea Crewe and lOme other ladiee. 
Lady Crewe WIloI eo much diatresaed by the badneee of 
the day that .he W!loII not like berself, but very civil a.nd 
attentive. MiBa Crewe t.hey .u thought ebanaing. They 
knew .. good many people there, a.nd did not leel at WI 
like lost sbeep. Tbey came away at six o'clock. Jot 
danced away-the ladies did not-but Kitty w .. enppd 
to da.nce with Mt Rickett. when they came &w .. y. I would 
1I0t b&ve gone lor the world, .. eociety by da.ylight it my 
aversion. 

~~' Sarah Elisabeth, Job Wq.ood', eld.t child,law 

, The, are juti4ed to 111 by t.he t..o £ ... " 01 Ch..rieI Lamb: 

:~:..~ S!t~.o~n:~~'L::t ·~:!:~.!df hl:aae.~:t.~ 
lo,..toll.t.M.~" 



A Grand Dinner-party 

We are going to have a grand dinner-party here on 
Tueeday. We ehan be sixteen, the Tollet6 with several 
friegde, Whalleys with ditto, and W. Sneyds. In a. moment 
of inlanity we bad invited the Meafordites1 too; happily 
~ were engaged or I don't know what would have 
beoom,e of U8; we a.re now two more than our dinner-table 
will bold with all possible squeezing, and we have calculated 
that eeven must Bit on the dr8.wing·room sofa. We must 
hope for. cool day. 

1 uve read nothing lately, and aa to my thoughts I 
haft DeVer once found pleaaute or profit in their company 
.mae lleft London. I waa not quite well before I went to 
Busioll. aod I hope that Wa.l!l what made me 80 disagree­
..,Ie; if I am to be subject to these devildum humo~ 
J W rather my body should be to blame than my mind: 
I am well now, and I hope come to my 86Ill1e8 a little, but 
DOt come to my Fenton state of perfection yet. You don't 
1eU. me whether you have recovered your spirits; have 
,oa.' Pray let me know if W. K. makes hie proposals 
m duo form; you would make 8uch a popular dame that 
il wiD. be a. thoU8&lld pities if you refuse him and miss your - . We nnt to look at Maer the other da.y; it is wonder-
fully Jmproved. and wiD. be one of the pleaaantest places in 
.... COBUy. It does not seem to be nearly ready. but the 
pUdiag ia finished And the papering neMly; the walk 
I'OIIDd the pool, if they make it, will be delightful; the new 
ro.d. ie 8. prodigious improvement. 

I The Jerviee8, Lord 5t Vincent'. family. 
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CHAPTER III 

1813-181t 

Jolm AUeo'. maniag&-JeMie, Emma, loUd rAnD,. Alleo at Dut ... ich 
-TM Mt.eldrr.tothee in Gra~ George Su.e,,-Ao MOapade of 
the Duke of Brwuwiak-Loadon partie. foJld Madame do StaiI.. 

hi 1812 John Hensleigh Allen, of CroeseliY. married Ger­
trude, daughter of Lord Robert Seymour. Ria t.hree siaters 
bad lived with him aince hia f.tber'a death in 1803, and tbeee 
nine reare were often looked back on ae .. time of peculiar 

~S~:dt~/!~n/~ t~o~: j~c::wnJ;~=d ~:: 
~~ih~ ;~!!sf:n~hl/~~t~:~d.!~t~~= 

The following 1ettor& were written wbilet; they went in or 
nea.:r London, after the visit to Staffordshire wu over. 
Sir James and Lady Mackintosh bad returned ftom. Indi& 
t.nd were living in Grea.t. George Sueet.. Weet.min&ter, and 
B&ugh Allen waa Maeter of Dulwich College. To be OeM 
him the Allen eiatere had t&ken lodgings at Dulwich. but 
were often a.t Grea-t George Stroot. in the following letter 
.. little Fan .. iI FIlmnY Ma.ckint.oeh, their niece. ased .bout 
thirteen, and Kitty their sister Lady M&clrinioab. 

Emmo AUt.,. kl Mr nMer .J/t'! JoWMt Wedgwood. 

DOL'III'1CB, Jw, :tM [lalS]. 

... The next day, SatlUday. wh.ioh YDU know was fixed 
for my going down bete, Kitty wu ju&t enough to provoke 
.. ea.int. a.nd made me feel u if 1 wu eneh-.n.t.ed in. her 
boWIe. At breU:fut I talked of my going, and told bet I 
wisbed to go by th8 4 o'clock ooach; to thia fJbe agrMd 
IoIld made me undenrt.and abe would bid John tab pJaoee 
at that time, and out di.nner w.. ordered Wore ~hree. 
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Diy h01ftlYm plaoed hene1f a.t her writing, a.nd would 
ti" me DO satiafactory a.nswer, but bid me not disturb her 
.~ now and then when I questioned her wha.t she had 
dooe. At four, she eent John to ask what time the coach 
went over the bridge, and he found the Dulwioh ooaob jOlt 
.... ud the lut coach would not go till 10, whioh Wall 

too iMe. Then she bad many IIChemes a80at about our 
pial in the Sydenha.m coach. or in fact going into any 
...,h we could find tha.t would take us near the park; for 
...... reeolved. I should go down tomehow. Sometimes 
... woo1d in the intervals of her writing propose that she, 
1liiie. and I should walk down, then with a .. Don't diIIturb 
.. 1lOW. ohild." she went on with her letter till 6. When 
&W ... .6.niahed and dispatched. all her 80hemes (or me 
..... by her sending for a haokDey-ooach, into which we 
foar IiIt.en got a.nd little Fanny. and went altogether to 
Dalwioh. drank tea. with Baugh. where I and lit.tle Fan 
....aiDed. and the rest. departed. The evening was beauti­
hllDd the country in high perfection, and we all enjoyed 
.... drive in our old hack, and Kitty was BO agreeable and 
.. -.oh high spirits that I quite forgave her for being suob 
• J(n Worry till 6. It gave me however rather a diataate 
Jar Georp Stroot, so that I fool no desire to return to it, 
8IId am perfectly satisfied with my lodgings and enjoy the 
,. and regularity of them. If I had had an idea. 1 
ICNId bve made myilel! 84 comfortable in them a.a I now 
.... I am, I should like to have I16ttled here in time for 
,. to have witllel8ll6d it; for I am oonvinced we ahail not 
.... 'ftIII derive more aatiBfaction from the oonviotion of 
au own comfort. tbt.n you will. eo ~der an intexeat have 
fOIl taken about UB, and eo lMgely have you contributed 
M oar happinees a.nd comforts in varioua waye. I felt .. t 
... time 80 unrea.BOnably acutely the 1088 of John [Allen]'a 
IIOa6ety in hie marriage. that I thought 1 would not for any 
!Ward ftlpuII the period. of it~ now however I feel I would, 
If it ... to be fonowed by 80 much ki.ndnea and affection 
.. we found in Staffordshire. The feeling of that remaina 
• lMtinl satisfaction. . .. 
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J6Nk dUetl to ker .tUter 11".. Jo.w.4 W~. 

Guu G.oao. STaDT, Jtdy 6 {lSll] . 

. . . I bve wanted to write to you for severaJ day. but 
have been too busy. We began the job of arranging the 
books1 on Tuesday, and found it 80 much a heavior taak: 
than we expected, that it kept us hard at work till Saturday 
night, not finding leisure even for a w.tk, and is not 
flniehed at last; and what is, 80 ill done that I am sure 
Mackintosh will not let it ata.nd. Our Ja.bolll'8 bve been 
80mething like the Spanish war, coll8ta.ntly at wOJ'II: but for 
no useful or happy purpose. 

In the last happy eight months I have paeeed with you, 
dearest Be88Y, I have so much to tha.nk you for tba.t I 
know not where to begin or end. I must take refuge in 
seeming ungrateful, and B&ying nothing tho' I have felt 
it a.t my heart's core. After you left 11& Kitty gave me 
your present for 8.owel1l. I have choaen some of the moat 
beautiful tba.t ever WiloS seen. I used to hate myself do la 
Flore; if I become fantastio the sin is yours. CeMinly I 
never admired myself 80 much iIoS when I wore your chaplet 
on WedneedB.y at Mrs Philippe's party. Le.dy Romilly 
told me she could not take her eyes from my bead the 
whole evening, my Sowers were 80 beautifuL 

Mme de Sta.el dined with the Phillipps'a, and went off from 
table to dre&& herself and daughter for the Prince's !&e. 
She was to have a private presentation to the Queen at 
nine o'clock, unluckily for 11&, 808 that hurried her away 
IIOOner th.e.n she otherwise would have gone. We had 
however a very agreeable evening, convening a greAt deal 
with Mr Wishaw and Charles Grant' DlOre quietly and 
longer than one genera.lly doee at a rout. The former told 
WI he had dined the preceding Sunday at Mr Pigou' •• where 
Hme de Stael made eeveraJ of her most eloquent baraoguee. 
a.nd he had never been a more delighted listener. It ie her 

d~~:', ':::.~W~~ ~Jda::-in ~b-=~~ pod. 
J Alten.'anU Lord GleneJg. 
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...... ounte and beet mode of showing herself. In common 
OOIlvening, he told U8, she a.ppea.red like My other clever 
woman, but in one of these ha.rangues there is such a. burst 
of feeling, iUch eloquent langua.ge, a.nd suoh deep thought, 
aod 80 much a.ction, tha.t it is the most extraordinary a.nd 
iJrt,ere6t.ing thing he ha.s ever witnessed. Her subjects, he 
.aid. were invective a.ga.inat Buona.pa.rte, praise of Berna.­
doUe, the &tate of Europe, a.nd a.oove a.ll the ha.ppineea of 
£naUIbmen. Her da.ughter was there a.nd seemed a. sen­
lible. modeet, plain girl. She sa.id she Wa.& come to Engla.nd 
&0 pve bet children a. religioua educa.tion. Her book on 
mioide u. just coming out, and is dedica.ted to Berna.dotte, 
who Ibe _ys is exceedingly beloved by the Swedes, whom 
be reoden happy &.8 it is possible. She compJ.a.i.n.s heavily 
of \be London hours a.n.d 1a.rge parties. 1 hope it will not 
drive her from London before next June ••.. 

&ntmG Allen to llef' almr Mra JoaiaA Wedg1.l:lOOd. 

Guu GBOJI.G~ BTXUT, JwJy 28 [1813] . 

. . . The nen day TueBday W&8 the Vauxhall day,l and 
10 tediOIl6 a one it W&8, &.Dd the circumstances of it were 
akopther 80 v&x&tious. that 1 do not know whether I shall 
have patience to tell you about it. In the first place Kitty's 
he.d was in a gale of wind all day-forgot to order her 
hcJnM. borrowed. the :Bosa.nquet'a, whose Cl"OB8 ooacbtnan 
.... from que.rter before ten till haJJ &it.cx one driving us 
theft. all whi()h time being stewed four in a cha.i&e, and 
ba'YiDa near a. mile a.fterw&rds to wa.l.k through a frightful 
arowd. 10 exhausted our spirits tbe.t we found none to 
-toJ the &peCt.acle on first entering; yet I must allow it 
... ?fIry striking. Fa.n.ny was the only one of U8 

who pioked up .. beau, a.nd she sb&red our old friend Ha.re' 
lor Ill. bour with Lydi& White. His coxcombical powere 

, ,. at Vauxhall Gardene to oe1ebrate tbe notory of Vittoria in 

'a.:=:t:n(t;!!: Hare-Naylor), b. 1763, d. 1816, father of Aroh· 
'-eou JqJjw Hare. and lUll brotheR Franoia, Auguatua, and Marcua. 
Bew ... Uluoh in Italy, and WII.II one of the t.n.t to give oommiaeioru 
to Flumao the lCuJptor when .. youth in Rome. 

V01...1. 3 
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have eat out his agreeable onee. After we had. walbd. till 
we were tired. which ... M not long, we got. into • 100m neM 
the ge.rden gates to watch for tho drawing up of the 
carriage, and there wo bad to w&it. till llix in the morning, 
when we had almost t.he wbole time Lord Hertford',' oom~ 
pany. who looked &-ired like any dog. He be&I'd Kitty 
abuse this party to her he&rl.'s content. ShfI".. very 
clamorous for IIOmetbing to eat. It wa.e woruierful how 
good ber spirits oonti.nued throughout the whole o( it; the 
most. agroo&ble part of the time W&8 when we got into the 
ca.rriage and drove home witbout. obatruction. When 
there. found Mackintoeh in bed, &Ild tha.t we had gone to 
Vauxhall a. quarter too lOOn, or .. great many qUll't.drl \00 
Ja.te. for Ma.ckintoah a.nd Mr Rogere, with whom M. had 
that d&y dined, came here a.t ten for ua, aod they in their 
hack made their way ao well that they sot to the prdell8 
in Ieee tlwl M hour, and were bome here again by two, 
eJter seeing and knowing aJ.I the beat company. This ..... 
too provoking a miae for ua. Since, we have oo1y been .t 
Mr Hoddingtou's party. which wa.s thought by everyone .. 
remarka.bly &greee.blo one; I found it, much too ehort, (or 
I had b&rd.ly time \.0 look .bout me before I ".. \Men 
away; for M.'a sleeping at. Holland Bouee obliged Kitty 
t.c leave fIOOner, for t.he purpose of setting him down firet.. 
Both :Fe.n.ny I\Jld I were that night introduced t.c lIad&me 
de Stael, but that night I wanted ocu,lr&£e to pi near 
enough to he&%" her, the room WAIl too light. )(. and Kitty 
were delighted with their dinner party. It chiefty oonIiIt.ed 
of Sir Samuel- a.nd Lady Romilly. Tierneya &Del Ward, and 

n: r~~..a;Wt!e~~,:,rdha~:-'::t.h.( o~: ~f~ 
"Marquia of SteIDe," M ~ 01 DiInreli' ... Lord 1I0QmO.th.·~ 
~e::::;f~~C=Qb:tb:~:r~:n.&D~~ 
WM formed by him. 

, He ia DOW belt remem~ _ \be lDAD whole ~ dolU 
broupt about a mitiptioa. of \be \bat. terribly leTen cdmiuIlMr, 

=.w~.t!= ::~~==t:=:e'All:!==~ 
• Noted Whig politician tb. 17&1, d. 1830). 
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)[me de StHl and her SOD. Sir Samuel awed Madame from 
her uaual h6tangues into very agreeable oonversation, and 
be .... by all hands allowed to have boon very cluuming. 
)(r Tierney said he never saw Ma.ckintosh more agreeable, 
awl ]lac said much the same of him, 80 Lord Holland said 
he".. convinced it muat have been a most agreeable day. 
)lacJdntosh generaJly shews himself among U8 some part 
of tbe day, and gives U8 an account of all he SOO8 and hee.rs 
ai HoU.nd House and elsewhere. He is in very good spirits 
.ad appears to enjoy himself very much. 'fhe other day 
be wit;neesed a scene there between the Ma.rquis Wellesleyl 
and lime de Staal that he said he shall never forget. At 
diDDer she attaoked him for his speech on the Swedish 
Traiy, which he repelled with 80 much address that he 
... the admiration of the whole table. His &arca&n was 
110 t.o.pered with humour and politeness, keeping it strictly 
to auwering her and never attacking ber, tho' everyone 
M .... the was entirely in his power, that he could not fa.il to 
dellcht tbe whole company, while be did not in the least 
othItd her onoo. Mack thought she looked 8B if she 
... pected the smile that was pa.ssing over the face of the 
oomptr.ny, and acknowledged her ignorance of that kind of 
....n.re by turning to Ma.okintosh and saying, " Ah ! U est 
.... facile de m'attraper." After dinner she stood up and 
~ for half-an·hour against peaoo in the style of 
$be .. Regicide Peace." This was 80 entirely against the 
... timent8 of every one present that Lord HoUa.nd did not 
live it 80 please.nt & reception as the Marquis did her 
a&taok upon him, but gravely declared. his opinions were 
_tirely contrary to hers on that subject. When she went 
a ... y he decJared she was the most presumptuous woman 
be hid ever met with .... 

~ :t:j~ltetI~eth.! ~~:":!r~~:f 1!ili!7~7g~:_:\S:l) 
4~ the (lritioal time of the Mahrattt\ war, and had llinoe been out 
.A.mbUudor at Madrid and Foreign Minilter. 
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.Mf'~ Jooah lfe.dgwood to M,f' Bi~tef' Je88ie AUt:n. 

My DBAB J&ss, P~a,l JwJy 26 [1813]. 

I think MIno de Stael is not only witty herself but 
the cause of wit in others, (or I have just seen two of the 
pleasanteat letters imaginable from you and Fanny 
about her. I have beard that Lady Davy aa.id t.hat before 
she knew la de Sta.el she wae only an ordinary woman, and 
to her she owed all her elention. Far be it from me to 
insinuate, Ladies, that you are only ordinary women, but 
certainly the accounts you have given of her are in your 
very best stile, and have amused and interested WJ very 
much. You have a.ll been 80 good to us country folks eince 
I left you, that you begg&r thanks .. 

AA to Fanny's going to Mn Clifforo'a, ahe must not go 
unless ahe has a mind to have William ClifIord. If she goes 
to Perryatone and afterwards refWJelil W. C., I will say of her 
that she is the greatest coquet in England. 

1 came here last night with Jos, who ill gone by ihis 
morning's mail to Exeter and from thence to Cornwall. 
He thinks of spending one day with Tom Poole' at Stowey, 
but I dare say be is gone to see his friend Hme de Stael. 
Kitty (Wedgwood) and Miss Morgan are on their tour; 1 
saw two letters from K. higb1y expreaaive of their enjoy­
ment. It W&8 from Capel Curig, which they bad made 
their head-quarters for a week, making ridiIlg excursions 
from thence. Kitty's enjoyment of these eon of things 
seems to make her quite a new crea.ture. Ror letters {rom 
these little inns among the mountains are full of life, apirit, 
and humour .. 

Etruria.. Sunday night. I heanl a story at Park6elds 
that h&8 made a great &enB&tion at Shrewsbury. but eo much 
o&re has been taken to keep it out of the papers that you 
will not &ee it there. 

I Parldielda, wh~ Un JoGah Wedpood, Mniof, DOW li .. ed 

wi~ T~~ ~~~te::n!~~;;::=·land.apnt, of Nethe7 Stowe,. 
in SoUienetahire, w .. an attached friend of Tom and Jotoiloh Wedg. 
wood. Ii wu through him that they became known to Co1eridp. 
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A gent" came to the Talbot Inn a.nd ordered a chaise 
and four to take him on the Oswestry road, ordering the 
drivera to stop where they met a chaise with a lady in it. 
About ten miles off 8. chai~ and four with a. lady made 
its appoorance. The Gent" got out of his own chaise into 
bera, and ordered the Post boys to drive ba.ck to Shrewsbury 
to the Lion. The Master of the Talbot was 80 highly 
offended at this, that be went in to a set of Gent" who were 
drinking in his house, a.nd communicated his suspicions, 
and that this gent", who called himself Capt. Brown, was a 
Frenchma.n making his escape. Away went the whole 
pariy to the other Inn in pursuit of this Frenchma.n, and 
began their queetions-his name, Capt. Brown, his profes­
sion, the Army. They shewed him the Army List. HiB 
name was not there. He then said he was the Duke of 
Bru.nswiok.t This they scouted and asked him why he 
.... &8 not on his own territories. He got into such a passion 
that be knooked one of them down with a chair, and forcing 
hie way out made his escape. However that would not 
do; they halloed " Stop thief" after him. a.nd brought him 
back. and he was locked up in a room with his fair com­
panion all night, with a couple of sentinels at the door. 
The next morning. which was Friday, they sent to Mr Cecil 
Forrester to identify the man. He said he did not know 
the Duke of Brunswick personally, e.nd began to eros&­
eDmine him. II Were you at the Prince's F6te t"-" Yes." 
_U Who led out the Princess Charlotte '''-'' Myself." 
Mr FOITe8ter became staggered; he said he could not venture 
to release him upon bis own authority, but he shewed his 
belief in the truth of his story by sending him fruit, fish, 
e&o.; but still they were both in prison. An express was 
\ben Bent off to Lord Liverpool [Prime Minister] and Mr 
Jenkinson came down, identified the Duke, and he was 
immediately set at liberty, after having been in durance 
from Thursday till Sunday. He was in Ii vi"lent passion, 
DOt, he sa.id, 80 much on bis own account as the Lady's, 

I Brother of Queen ClIofOline. born 1771. Killed two yean later 
M~treBraL 
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whOle cha.racter he fea.red would not be mended by this 
little exploit. He offered to tell Mr J. who she W&8 but he 
doolined knowing. He wanted very much to punish his 
peraecnto1'8, and Mr J. had 90me difficulty in persuading 
him tha.t could not be done in Engl&n.d, &8 he ought to bve 
bad his p&88port. This aneodote will not help the respect 
in which John Bull considers sovereign Princes at present .. 

JuM AUen to her niece ElimIJdh Wedgwood. 

DULWlCS, JtiJy 31" {1811]. 

Many boxea1 have gone to Et:ruri& since I received 
your letter, my own Elizabeth, and in many ha.ve I promised 
to put in my answer, and my thanks; but I have heen 
very di8si.pa.ted and consequently very idle. I bve found 
out that ta.king one's pleasure, usually caJ.led idleness. is 
the busiest thing in the world. After next Tueeda.y, when 
we mean to exhibit in a. gra.nd breakfast, much against my 
own inclina.tion, we sba.llla.y up in DuJwicb quietly for the 
rema.inder of the summer ... 

On Thursda.y I went to Kitty [MackintosbJ's, to be 
roody for her evening party. which did not tum out &8 

pleasant &8 might have boon expected from the exoe11ent 
company assembled there; indeed I thought it very dull, 
but publiBh not this in Gath, neither proclaim it in the 
streets of AsbIon, for behold Ja &ronne de Ste.61 was 
there, Lord Byron, the poet Rogers, wioked Ward,s hi1I 
enemy who reviewed bim in the Quarlulll, and whom he 
hates most oordiaJly, and divers others of inferior note. 
This was the first of Mackintosh's Sta.6liennes evenings 
and it was a complete failure. Mine de 8t&61 came into 
the room very much out of spirits, &nd &8 she was the 
principal person,it of ooursethrew a damp over the listeners; 

I The family often !lent letten by the bo:zes of pottery going to 
and fro between Etruria and the London otHoe. 

I William Ward, third Vi&oount Dudley. It w .. upon him that 
Roget'l made the epigram: 

.. Ward h .. no heart, they "1; but I den1. it. 
He .lew .. heart-he geta m. .peach. b,1t." 
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.... hardly Mid anything at first, &Ild Mack's efforle to 
r.&ore her to ber noble aelf were excellent. but almost 
.wfuI from tbe . ilenoo with which they were received. 
lime de Stael would not, as bofore, 'sit still and oonverse 
with Mackintosh, but W&IJ pureWng Lord Byron, who was 
oootinuaJly eeoaping {rom her; and then sho had reooU1'88 
to lit Ward, but still 8t&nding or walking about like one 
......,.. The Swedish Amb&8flador, the O:Iunt de Palema, 
.... aleo there, with whom she talked a little; but nothing 
JIMI8d worth recording except a characteristio speech of 
Lord Byron's. He Mid be was going to Athens, and from 
thIDoe to Persia. and India, a.nd asked Mack for letters to 
BIob l at BagdAd. Mroe de Sta.i!l affected to believe he waa 
DOt in earnest, that he could not lleriomly mean to lea..ve 
Bq1aDd, a.nd propoeed to him the misery of" finding him­
.. alone, abandoned. IUld dying in a dietant land." .. One 
.. .aftlciently fatigued with one's friends during life, I 
Ibould find it ha.rd to be bored with them in death also." 
.. Ah I my Lord, you are happy, you have felt the happinesa 
"",.. ctalouri, moi ic eraiM tl'ltrc aband01u,u ." The oon­
...-tion was in French a.nd her answer sounded more 
tlepnt than I can make it. I wish I was a better French 
WOIDUl. Lord Byron is an intereeting looking penon, pale 
aad strong linoa. When he 8peaks, oontrary to other 
people'lI, hie countenance takes a. much severer expression; 
be doee not look ill-natured till he speake. Mr Rogert!l was 
oat of humour at meeting Ward, and went off almost imme­
diMely, and Ward wu sneering at everybody and every­
UIIDa:, IlDlOngst othen at Campbell's" Pleasures of Hope." 
Campbell waa to hAVe been there but was prevented by a 
frLaxI'. visit. Mole de Stael brought her daughter to 
Kft;t;y's, which is reckoned. a great mark of dietinction. She 
II rather pretty, very modest, and very silent. I en­
ct.'YOured to make her talk, but did not succeed very 
aapitally. The party broke up a.t ha.lf-past twelve, and the 
.....x feeling mnst bve been that it was a dull one. 

I Clao.dha Rich, • ftttlubble orientaUat, m.med HArT, Hactia· 
w.h .. 1IflOO.od daughter b1hit em wife. 
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You will be rn:trpriled to heM that I ban quite. dread 
of Tuesday, and heartily wish it over. Jf.ackintoeh invited 
..u lheee people to breakfast with 111 without COIl8Ulting 118, 

and without considering that wo have oot room fot b&if of 
those he bu MUd. On my return from Letitia [Knox)'e 
I found I had to provide room and. breakfMt for Mine de 
Sta61, her eon &1ld dlloughter. Ce.mpb4ill and his wife, Mn 
Graham, Sharp. Mack &nd hie wife, George Newnham and 
Baugh, the only two I have iDvitod. We ehalJ be altogether 
10 party of fourteen, our little room only holds eight.. I Wfoll 

therefore obliged to borroW' Baugb" room at the Colleg:e. 
Mackintosh intended WJ an immen.ee pIeuare, and I date 
not tell him how very far from one it ia to me, 01' he would 
accuse me of a brutal diareg&rd of genius. The f.ct; is, 1 
have very little pleuure in their company; alter all, they 
put forth their beat in writing. 1 would much rather read 
their works; t.hat is surer than their 8OOiety. which fa.ilB in 
giving one pleasure at least 6 tWei for onoo that it 8ucoeeda, 
and then is seldom equaJ to one'8 expectation. Oh I how 
lar preferable a £riendJy viait. would be. If a detachment 
from Etruria only were coming. with what. Cat happier, 
lighter heart I ahould. prepare for them t I fOftl8ee that 
Talleyrand will not be the only one "19 faligu~ d'esprit." 
There &1'6 a few already that venture to laugh, ODe or two 
that acknowledge ahe ti.rN them, and 80me that proph8lY 
that in tho long run Mme de Sta6l would be tiresome; 80 
tb&t I think abe will be likely to viait Athena 900ner than 
she intended. 

When I WM at Letitia', I went with her to call on 
c..Wani,l a.nd WIWI es:ceesively pleued with her. She had 

ti~e~~=eC;;~~77t-1't:J..W::J3b::-:~:::: 
• cJorioua voice, and wouC-powon of exeolltiou. She could IiDI 
... .. .... t ... iained DOte .. the G whieh M ei&ht DOt. abo" Ute 

~r;at:~:~~ s!!:;~~r:=.e~:-!::::a::-:=t 
iJ:I ODe rear Ille made £18,000. 8he I&DI in Ena:Uind mill 1805 to 

~!!:;i1=d th~'t!m= ~:::t ~.~. !311~~ == 
"God Ia" the KiD&" .t. • hltinl i. herdOrd. 



Madame Catalani 

JIll' bad. visit from a _of Custom~Rouae oflioen, inform&­
... having boon laid t.hat. she had oontraband goods. and 
.... pve IJO animated I)Il account of the whole 800Ile that it 
wee quite a beautiful piece of acting. There iB aomething 
J tJaink quite ohanning about her, eo mach II6ll8ibility and • 
..a..e.t 10 unaffeoted. ... 

1 .... &lad the rides .bout Etruria are ao much prettier 
.... 'fOD upected. What tho' i.t is not so delightful a place 
.. tbat dear Ma.er, I have no doubt you will be &II happy 
tIIen. for happineaa i8 like heaven. more a state than a 
..,.,. I have giVOll you ~uch a dose a.s to oompletely tire 
..,...,. which I do not feM' doing yon. 

Oocl bleM my dear Elizabeth, I am ever her affectionate 
Jzssa ALulf. 

J .... " ..tUm to her mter Mr, JOIi4A Wulgwood. 

DULWlOH, N(lf)ffJlbM' 22 (1813J. 

How eternal and continual are youi' kindnee8ea. dearest 
a-y. Sinoo I have written to you we have had five 
........ containing things moat uaeful and moat pleasant . 
.... • nd Fanny were writing to you and therefore at the 
..... &old you, I hope, how e.xoo1lent your gifte were, and 
hcnr obliged we were, but I must repeat it for my own 
~n. You &hook me, tbo', by paying the ca.rri.a.ge. 
You make your presents extravagant to yourself, a.nd what 
bup.b:w alter .ll they would be to U8 and leave their 
-nap on their beads. We are going to feast on your 
pluabI to-day. . .. I suppose you have heard the gener­
CIIlV Uld active ldndnees of the Wardenl towarda Baugh 
[.A.DeD] in undertaking, in his absenoo, the plan of enabling 
Idm 10 marry and retain his plaoo at the College ... 

I Dr John Allen (1771-1a.3). well knOWII ill oonneoUon with 

::::'u!:~e:'':. ~ m~~~~!t~~ !f::abl:Irr!:l! 
~." Dulwit.h College, of which he ,.. .. Warden.,..hilR Bau&h 
..... w .. M ..... Will founded in HIOO bl Edward Al1~. the J"&. 

:'~~ew!iIIllt;!~u.::d oo::,..:! a':3a"'~D ,..:0:= 
.... ,. ~ be of the name of Alle1D. The whole {oundatioo is, 01 
OOIlfte, DO,.. entirel, altered. 
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SAra oaDle here on Friday to dinner, having spent a 
day in George Stroot in' her way, ODe of the few luckily 
that Mackintosh was at horoe. She i.e to 800 Mme de Sta~l 
either next Saturday or Sunday at Mackintosh's. He 
gave her eo kind a reception and was 80 agreeable as to 
send her to U9 in high spirits. J wish her visit may turn 
out well for her, but I think we were bold to aU her, yet jf 
she can see MIne de Sta.el once or twice she would put up 
with rouch. 

Fanny [Allen1 ought to bave written to you. She has 
been. staying a. fortnight lately ~t the eeat of intellect, but 
ahe has brought ua home very little. Mackintosh dOEl8 not 
seem muoh better, and I am afraid trill not be well enough 
to cut a figure in Pallament this Session, or do anything 
but chat with the old Dowagers. Lady Holland and 
Mme de SWI have entered the lists together and divide the 
prize, and terribly does be Jose his precious tiJoe between 
them. I wish the lAtter had remained longer with the 
Crown Prince.1 Fanny went to So party at her house but 
heard more muaio than conversation, but Mute de StMl 
talked to her, and seem¢ at i&8t to know her, and &aid , 
she was very pretty. 

I have just boon reading Anne Caldwell'a' play and am 
delighted with it. It has infinitely surpaued. my expecta­
tions. She is a pel"8OD of extraordinary genius I think. 
The poetry ia really beautiful. I hardly ever read anything 
that filled my mind with more poetic images; the acenery 
ill exquisite, and there is a warmth, & purity and. delicacy 
in the sentiment I have aoaroely ever met with, and that is 
very delightful. The eongs a.re exoefl8ively pretty. I want 
to read again Miss Baillie's' .. Hope," which I thought the 
prettiest of her compositions, yet, from memory. I doubt if 
Anne's is not a. more delightful thing. This would rank 
Anne very high in genius. u Mise Ba.illie W&8 ranked by 
Mackintosh, when in India., .. the third greatest living 

I Bemadotte be9me Crown Prfqce of Sweden in 1810. 
s Afterwardll Mn Man.h, author of 2\110 Old JI",.', TAlI., ete . 
• JOllD.na Baillie, who had then a great n'Jputation, belt known br 

her Pia" _1M PMNm. 
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poiD8. MIne de Sta6l and Goethe the German were the 
two othere. Extraordinary, that in a cla.saification of this 
.ort by such a judge &8 Mack, two of the tbree should 
have boon women. I shall, I think, let Campbell see 
.AnDe's play if I find it succeeds with Mackintosh. Fan 
read it aloud on Sunday evening, and Baugh was as much 
delighted with it 8t8 I am. Dr Hollandl haa not yet 
reoovered from the effects of his Icelandio tour to have 
been 10 cold about it. Will men never be just to women 1 
If they have dabbled themselves in ink the least in the 
world, the thing is impossible. 

AlrtJ Joriah Wedgwood to her tJi8ler Emma AUrn. 

)('1 DUB EbOlA, P&lttJ'lELDtJ, N011. 27 (1813J. 

Nothing e&D be more delightful thaD the present 
001Il'II8 of even~, public &nd private, & post is quite fiat now 
if it. does not bring newe of a revolution.s 

Give my kind love to Sa.ra.h and thank: her for her letter. 
In the p1ea.sjng uncert.ainty in which her mind was when 
Ihe wrote to me, I cannot guesft whether she will be glad 
or IOI'J'1 to hear that we ha.ve left the Church-going Clause 
tn OW' Articles/I but so it is, a.nd I make no doubt but she 
.m be resigned. either way. Tell her also that we like all 
.... alterations exceedingly and think all she has done 
jadioioua, and what is more, Miss Morgan thinks 80 too. 
s.ru. must feel very bappy alter all her trouble to be out 
oItbe bother of the Club just now. 

We am all CQme here (dovelies4 also) to stay till Tuesday. 
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On Thursday we go to Linley1 to lltay till Saturday and I 
have isaued caroll for a grand dinner on the 7th. 

Jeaaie's praise of Anne Caldwell's play is a very striking 
contrast to Dr HoUa.nd'lI frigid approbation. I have not 
read it yet, but I shall feel much intereat to know what the 
judges with you lI&y of it .... 

JUllit- AUrn 10 he,. siBlt ,. Mrs Joaiah Wt-dgwood. 

GRLLT GEORGZ STU:ET, WnKan.T {t9 IJ.c. 1813] . 

. . . On Monday Mackintosh, Fanny [Allen] and I dined 
with the Boe&nqueta. We had a pleasant day, but owing 
to Mackintosh. whom I never saw more exoollent. He 
happened to be well and in good apiritB. There W/l.8 no one 
particular to excite him; Mr Hallaml W8.8 the best man 
after himeelf, but W&8 better in what he drew from M. than 
what he produced bimaelf. For once the convers&tion was 
general at that hOUllJe, and well it W/l.8 for me, lUI Mr Puller 
would have been my mate, had Mrs Boa, &8 is usual with 
her, made it a St Valentine's Day. The fog was 110 thick 
we were almost obliged to feel our way home. It took us 
above an hour to make tbe transit, but M.aekintoah WIUJ &8 

agreeable &8 it was p08Rible to be, amidllt the variety of 
cautiona he was giving John to take ce.1"e of td. 

Yesterday, Tuesday, we dined at the George Frerea, 
and bad a pleasant day amidst a party we did not know. 
and of no note, but more men than women locldly, and for 
the moet part sensible and unpretending. Mackintoah 
dined with Ward. We took him up in our way back and 
paased another very agreeable hour Or two in the street. 
with him, the fog worse than before. He had a moat 
brillia.nt party at W8om's. bnt the conversation wy not 

1 The Caldwella' hoU86, Lime,. Wood, Dear Talk 0' th' Hill. 

E~~~ :e~::er~l"1~"1;h~:~t ~b~~t: 0: the-=~whl!~ 
=::&t~~~~A-:"H~~'~~i!' ~==7r!~:-=~~ D!~ 
Iluat live, whatever poaterity 0Nt01 thiDt of the father', boob. 
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eqaal to the oompany; he Wa.8 not well snd did not hiJllfleIf 
gbibit. and it W&8 evident the [Bosanquet dinner] had 
~ more agreea.ble to him, tho' he would never own it. 
)(me de St.a.el, Brougham, Lord Byron, Sharp, snd some 
otbera of not very inferior note were the party. Mack 
aDd Brougham fraternized alm08t aJlectionately, a.nd the 
IaC;ier and i\lme de Stael were fsr better friends than were 
apeoted. They taJked chie8y to each other so tbst 
BI'oqbam, I suppose, is entirely softened to her. He and 
Ht.wDet stand almost 8.lone in not a.dmiring her book. I 
They are two powerful oppositions, but I do not believe the 
faction against it g8.ins mucb in numbers. 

ThUl'llday- Mackintosh went yesterday to the Staffords 
at Richmond, with the Staels. He does not return till to­
morrow. He received 8. very kind and approving letter from 
Lord Grey on Wednesday. Lord G. writes iIDmediately 
aAet reading his speech, a.nd 800ms warmly and unaffectedly 
to admire it, particularly the part on Switzerland, and this 
particu1&rly plea.ses Ma.ckintoeh. He felt a. good dea.l the 
... iMr's attack on Sunday in the critique on Grattan, 
10 that nothing could be better timed than Lord Grey's 
JIII'i-. How unfit for public life M. is. His UJU'686nting 
ukare lays him open to every cowa.rd. I wish he had the 
baton of Diogenes to lay 8.bout him 8. little. Brougham 
tIOIDplimented him on his speech 8.Dd expressed sorrow, 
with IIOme feeling, on his illness. Mackintosh is convinood 
... iI Dot the writer of tbose parliamentary critiques in the 
•• m'JI.flr, and iB mucb plea.aed to believe he is not ; it is 
.... 110 good 8. writer is not known. Mackintosh goes to 
Wbitbre&d's on Sunday : he doee not think it wille to refu86 
.. friendly invitation of 80 potent a defender, but wbile he 
ia eo oonatantly eng8.ged it is impouible he can get well. 
lAdy Holland has sent him two invitations since yester­
day; be dines I believe to-day with the Duchess of Devon­
Ibire. I cannot endure that tAu'e old J uabels should make 
JDab • property of him. How he wa.stes hia strength and 
time amongst them! 

lD.r..tu..,.,... 
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J4me de SWi ....... me ......... ble p"""",," in the 
lta.lian funds; abe _,. that peace .. .\er ~"'. 
but abe is reooncilod that it ahould be for the aab of Europe. 
Sbe will, I imagine. find it di1Iicult to liYe iD London e'f'1tD 

tho' her inoome did not diminiIb.. M. found her in tean 
on Tueeda.y on ftOOOUD,t of her p8Cuniuy..... Han you 
boanl tha, old J!d&owortoh ie emopd with tbe __ 

that. MIne de SW1 reoeive.. aod laY. it renden nluole.e 
what the " pure Maria EdgewoRb .. received 1 If Hme de 
Swl bean thil Ihe will Dot, all abe intended.. go to Edp­
worthatown in her tour throuch 1reJaad; and that abe will 
bMJ' it, there iI DO doubt, .. abe baa very ready -.n. 

g".".. .dlhlt eo Mr n.r Mr. JofttJA Wt6poocl. 

D&.&..U8T B ... y. Dut.WlCII, ,.,. 10M {IIIC). 

In lPit.e of my !DOlt eameet. enfnaty that you would 
spare your "1. and time and. not epend them, most. preci01ll 
.. they Id'e, in my eerrioe, here it the 101'U1 arrived. aod. 
Incb • beauty. I thoupt I MOuld nent CIeM8 to admire 
i.t. You bave eo far .u.rpueed Fr.nny'. in ... aDd ele­
gance that I may .void we&ring it the -.e time. ill mercy 
to b8C8, for abe agreee with me in a.d.miriog it far beyODd 
her own. and her. it • tute you do nOt cte.piee. Wbt 
pain. it muat have OOIt you t I bad DO idea you. could bYe 
made it BO beautiful. However they bav. DOt beeo spent 
only in making me NDUt. for 1 feel theN .. 8OID8thinc 
deligbtful in poIfJOIIiag the .ork of .Iond haDd. 

h"ony bad .110 delichllul <101 .. Geo<p s_. Bbarp 
ODd Wiebaw dined LImo aod limo de SWl, aod J4iIo Berry' 
came in the evening. M.adaae talked of berwelf and her 
worb in the mOClt open way aDd the whole party decIand 

\ Read.en 01 OM ... IDa, ..... kDow UaM it; ... hlMk, wisll _1M -.ppli~orlt ill JNCIQ .... ... 

.:.ell:: two .~!.~1=, ~..t.\!':~ 
==~:::.~.~ =:,"r!!n.,~'='''d:!; 
::"'~8~~~ ~o!:, ~_ •• tUmal."'DCIU', .. aw. 
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...., ha.d never seen her more delightful. She Mid she 
aboold never write another novel because she could never 
attain feel the passion of love, and it was necessary for her 
to feel the passion she described. There was one thing 
abe said she deeply repented having written, that on divorce 
in Ddplline . • On Saturday the StaeJ.8 again dined with the 
)I&cldntoBhes and Payne--Knight.l Both Jessie and Fa.nny 
were then present, but they were far from enjoying it, the 
diDner W&i! Buch a. curious Beene of blunder of the servants, 
odd mana.gement and under-directions from Kitty, who 
waa too much occupied with her ba.d dinner to promote 
OODvera&tion or have any time for it. The evening of that 
day there was a small but very brilliant party, consisting 
of the Staffords, Lansdownes and Kinnairds. My sisters 
appeared well pleased that they had seen the party, but I 
fancy at the time-being there was not much pleasure in the 
tfcht. They were however much taken with Lady Lans-­
downe and Lady Charlotte Gore's ma.nners, and Mr Knight 
they thought very agreeable in spite of his bad countenance 
-but I must not encroach on Jessie's province, and forestall 
by a dry sketch what she has been seeing and will soon 
.u.rrate to you. 

Mackintosh is going on with his month's confinement 
from evening parties out of his own house, and he thinks 
Idmeelf the better for it. Kitty is coming down here 
»-monow and has invited me to return with her to be 
~t Bot a. party at Mrs Warren's on Saturday, but I do 
DOt think I shall go; it is not worth the trouble. Since I 
... !oat half my pleasure in lfackintosh's company I feel 
vfI:J little disposed to go to George Street without Jessie's 
Cl' BAlmy's support, for he is always so glad to see them 
that going with them secures me a kind welcome also; but 
1 IOmetimea think I am perha.ps doing foolishly in not 
.umg society which is often 80 excellent, and, which when 
I am quite o~t of the way of, I may regret. 

Now, &8 the prospect for (lur going abroad a.ppea.1'8 so 
lair, I have begun with great spirit lta.lian, but a.8 I am 80 

I The {amour. o1as&ical alohP:.ologiet, oollootor of gElm&, ato. 
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unf«tunately alow in everything, I am &!raid if I d.i.eip&te 
m,.,lf with going often to town I aba.U never aaoompliah 
my Iaek. 

It is &lma.t a ",eek eiuoe I have eeen Baugh. He left my 
precious gown here yeeterday but we were out when he 
eallod. Nothini can be more brilk than the correspond­
ence between him aod MI'1I W,I He hu tometim. letters 
from her twice a week; 8uch mad rbapeody about M.me de 
SWl I never read, but it it deeign Dot feeling that pro­
duces it. She put. engine. to work to get intim&te with 
Madame, and I have no doubt she trill .uooeed. I believe 
Baugh'. gOMip to her b&e been the caue of bringing 
Maokintoah and Longman into .. ecrape with ltme D' Arblay. 
She 1fl'Ote .. buri and angry letter to her boobeller for 
having ebewn the pn>ot-eheete of her book to Mactintoeh 
and ldme de SWI. That he bad done 110 &he had ht.d 
from undoubted authority. That authority I wepeot "as 
Mrs Waddington'" derived from Baugh. hut I hope Mack 
will notknoW' what agoeei.p be ie ..•. 

Fanny Alk~ 10 IMr ~ Mr. Joftah Wt.dgwood. 

DULWIiCB, MaroA 11 {1814,J • 

. I am afraid Anne [Caldwell] baa now no ehanoe or a 
very little ODe of receiving • note from the Baroneu. 
Mackintoeh ia eo good-natured, that I have no doubt if we 
were to luggest it to him again. he would get )lme de Stae1 
to rite a nore t.ga.m, or more properly oompleat her inten­
tion, but I doubt if it ia wille for Anne'. &ab; I have never 
known any good hom thus laying traiDs for pr&iae or 
compliments; it turne somehow or other to mortific.tion in 
the 8lld. MIne de 8ta6J'a compliment will be in retum for 
Anne's praae, Imd me will think no mOl'fl .bout her, u ,be 
baa hu.rd. nothing of Anne to int.ereet her exaept tbat .he 
ia her adorer, ud Mack told her ahe was • clever girl in 

I Mra Wad~ll. Madame d'Arbb.,." .. beaatiflll Wiaa Port," 
t:::!.,~- of Delaoe,. aad mother 01 Fraooet. Buo_ de 



..... Jll'l Albert de Rocca 49 

.... to make the praise more paJatable. H Mute de S . 

.... <1 write her a little billet from her own impulse it 
woaId be invaluable, but when it is p1"ompted it is nothing 
_ I would rather not receive it-it is like the Magician 
.. the A.r&hian Nights' Entertainments who paid for what 
III boqht in beautiful new coin, but when it was looked &t 
... it W&S leaves clipped round in the shape of money 
.,!y . 

.JeeI:ie went last Frida.y with Kitty to one of MIne de 
..... grand pa;rties, it W&8 very fun, and more Stars there 
.... you have had. a.ny night this fortnight. Jessie met 
oar neighbour Tom CampbeJP there, looking very much 
,....a.. He is instaJIed in Mme de Sta.el's house. The 
,.... Baron is gone abroad, for a. fortnight, !loB Mme de 
8ta& _y., and she very good-na.turedly wrote to Campbell 
to offer him her son's a.partments during his absence. 
Iteooa. sat at the bottom of the table and they again ta.lk 
• 'little. but this is nonsense. Lord Glenbervie told Miss 
KDmaird that he saw Letdy Mackintosh at Mme de Sta~l's 
....... be&utiful woman on her &rDl. This suffices to show 
"... •• success. Kitty amused Ba.ugh by assuring him 
&bat. the Dolce of Devonshire looked at Jessie ... 

FaKtty Allen to "Mr niece Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

DULWICU, March 24th (1814). 

• •• I heard from Anne (Caldwell] to-day-her letter 
.... written under the influence of joy and grief a.nd it was 
dUBouIt to ea.y which predominated. The griefS you knowi 
lAd the joy was caused by Ma.dame de Sta~J's billet, which 
1011 wiD see. I am delighted it; bas given ber so much 
pIeuure a.nd that it should come a.t a time when it was so 

• TIle poet. He lived [or IOIDe time a.t or near Dulwich. 
• Albeit de RoeM, a. young ltalia.n oftloer, Wh086 acqllaintllonoe 

..... StaIl:ud made some yean before. It OOc.me known &!ter 

.. ~ tha.t she had m&!'ried him in 1811, ahe being forty·flve 
~ <lid and 00 twenty.four. They had one eoo, who wa.e not 

~~gk:=~ :ne;a.~dti:1;er ei.&ror, had juet been wounded. 
'VOL. I. . 4 
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acceptable. She saye: "You would have been pleaaed. if 
you had eoon the ra.y of ploo.eure tha.t !lime de Sta6l'e note 
threw upon yetlterday's gloomy evening-I had the delight 
of reading it to my {a.ther." I wish there was any chance 
of her being in town this spring. She would then be 
introduced to her GoddEl88 and M.ack would remind MIne 
de Stael to say something to the dever Mi8s Caldwell 
which woUld pla.ce Anne in hea.ven. I had the note from 
)rack a week ago, but I did not like to eend it imme­
diately on the &ooOunt of Gen!. Skerritt'e being wounded. 
I am rejoiced it arrived at such an Ii 'Pf'OP06 time as it seems 
to have done. 

Ba.ugh's affairs &1'0, I am afraid, going on very ill, that 
is to say there ie very little chance of lruocees. Everybody 
seemed to be too sanguine at first. I wish they may have 
f&llen into the contrary extreme. Lady Holland will be as 
much vexed &II Baugh ahn08t, at the failure, &II it may 
prevent Dr Allen's attending her ahrOBd neIt winter. She 
&eked Kitty with great anxiety if Baugh mea.nt to ma.rry in 
case of the Bill not passing and then asked a very strange 
question, wbether it was an engagement from affection 1-
this to me lIOunds very impertinent. The Wanc:krr ie to 
be out on Monday. It ie the moat intereeting novel I 
ever read. Tha.t Arch Jezebe1 Lady Holland h&8 stood in 
our way to-day agam, in having the 5 voJs.. Maclintosh 
sent it there before Kitty could lay hands on it. We have 
not he&rd anything of Lord Byron's match which you 
mention from Staffordehire. He ca.lled at M.'s yesterday. 
You have heard that it was Maolrintoeh who wrote that 
letter in hie fa.vour in the Mont.tng OAl"Oftick.· Lord Byron 
knows from whence it ca.me and is so thanldul, he doee not 
know how eufficiently to Upre68 his thanks. This is a 
eecret, &8 'tis ca.lled • . •. 

~ ~Y Mn"t:r p~~:I' the 1m mptn Un_, .. Weep, daqhter 

:~ ~h~:~Jf:;~; ~~n :;oEi:c.~~~~t.!'d:~~ 
Thl!l linflll were thl!l cauae of vehement attaclu! in the GoTernment 
po ..... 
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.... BaD-The children 01 JOAiab Wedgwood-A picnic at Trentham 
_Bmma Caldwell', pictu.re of lite ., Haer-Emma Danrln', 
OOllUDUlt IeTenty-t'lJo ,.&an later-Emma', childhood. 

W. DOW' leave the earlier life in which the group of Allelll!l 
Me the chief fi~. and take up the stcry of Emma. 
W~. J081a.h Wedgwood of Maer had nine children, =:.. '::~y1i;:1, ~&.W up. Emma. was tbe youngest 

lIaer Hall, where Emma spent her life till she manied, 

:b:. ::lla:ee:h:~Y. ~:d ~r::rS:~h:~~~~ 
Ia &be time of the Wedgwooda it was &. 1&rg6. unpretending 
.... 001180, Elimbethan in d&te; on the garden Bide 
Ibere waa an old and picturesque porcb with ita pillars lelt 
aakand; but; the latticed windon bad been sa.shed accord­
.. to the t&l!lte of the time. It stood on &. 8lope leading 
doWD to .. small Jake or mere, (rom which it took ita name. 

~bmt;B:OOOlffi~r. ~h~~1J~~~~t~n=~w~:~ 

~ 
day8, had turned ita m&I'8hy end, next the hotl86 • 

• kind of fiah's tail, &8 my mother used t(l describe it.. 
WIN .. boat on the pool, &8 they always c.aI.led. it, 

tfIdoh .. &8 .. greAt joy to the yOWlg people and children, 
... there wu good soting in winteT, Round it th~ Wa.8 

~~~;"-:i:~~~.,:.g~h ;~e ~n~~ :e= 
.. the pla.ce. The garden, bright. and gay with old-f88hioned 

:. ~ ~e:t!~: ~t~:<!!~e ~lfa~<!rt~t~ 
.7 that our mother only cared for 80wers which had grown 
.. lber. There was a. great. deal of wild he&th and wood 
UOImd, a.nd the country ia, even now. /WI rural aa ever and 
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~~ ~il~~~y~~' fu~h'eac~m:~ ~?e ~~'!ie 
family used often to Bit on the steps of the old portioo 

r.!~ t::~~r-~~:u! '::;~d :!tet~~!i~: 
and there a fI.ab rising or a water bird paddling about. 
Nothing hall left a more vivid picture on my mind than 

~u:e:=~~.O:dn:e~':y1foot~I::~ 
of remi.ni8oenoe, IoI!I he recalled. the past. and told how 
nothing else WM ever like it-what good t&Ik there wa., 
not the mere pereonal g08Bi.p which lIuch family talk. ia apt 
to become, and how delightfully Charlotte aang, the elder 
oou8in for whom he bad • boy'. adoration. 

The houaebokl.t 1I.aer ... bp4. up without any diaptay. 
hut there Waft every oomfon tbat an ordinary squire's 
houehold. would h&ve at the time. The prden .... the 
special province of E1i2.abeth, the eldest. daughter. A 
number of bonee were kept, chiefly for riding. These 
were turned out to kt in the summer and taken up M 

~';e~o=~' t.:t~!~, t:3 ~enn~b~~r:! 
~;::= e~~ ~on to di1IeM1t mem-
bers of the family, who at one time or another aettled 
in the neighbourhood. Paorkfields, where Mrs Wedgwood 
eenior and ber daughtera Kittya.nd Sarah lived .... not 
far off. and as the 801lJ from Maer manied, all but one 
came to live near their father's home. 

an~t~:X:~&li3r ~r::7~~!fD ~f~=O: 
my mother before they were ma.rried, of his fear of her 
finding their quiet eveninp dull, after living all her life 
with such la.rge and agreeable partiee "loS only IIaet O&D 
bout of." Bee.idee tbeee gat~ of relationa and friende, 
their lJOCiety chiefl;r oonaisted in ~uent intercourse with 
two or three familiae within May ridmj di8t&nce, Illthoagh 

~~ -:dedot~;b:,:;tIu=. an Mr ~~: :'he~ 
Hall •• liberal squire a.nd experimenter in~culture. and 

~:e~a~~~~u~::ev~ ~b!,~ ~gbi w.:iel &lOr!': 
Maer I and my mother told me ahe felt loS if abe knew every 

::\0':: ~r~~ Ro~ ~ ~llhlaun!if:'&::.1: 
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.'. slater, w&& a. long d&y's ride of 80me twenty miles, 
bat the visite between the two houaes were frequent. 
There was a. warm friendship between Dr Darwin and his 
bIoiher-in-law. Mrs Darwin died. in 1S17, and is seldom 
...aioned. Emmr. Allen wrote, "M".r8 Da.nrin l'elll&W 
Mre • few da.ys longer. I like her exceedingly but not 
... abiIdreP [a.ged 6 and 31 who are more rude a.nd di&­
.....-.:hie iha.n My I ever knew, and yet they are better 
here than they were at Shrewsbury." The c..ldwe1l.e of 
LiDIey Wood aleo a.ppea.r continually on the scene. Anne 

::~' ':~e ~~~~r d~u~!rOld~:~" T~,~d~th: -. Tbe picture o( Moor given in the old letters makes one 
... ib&t few homes could have been happier, or better .w to develop a. fine character. There W80S no idlenM8, 

=--:u~~tl;,~~ fa~y = :n r~:::h~ ~~e~io~~ 
"~ll~~tai~~u~~unt by Anne Caldwell' of one of 

:C::~::U!! v:t;~~:~~ :::. =:a:hi~~t;>! 
IiDed with boob, ta.king down one lot after &Dother, some­
.... rea.ding or quoting a.loud, sometimes discussing a.ny 
_jeot that arose. He took down a 80rt of record of those 

:e:~;~;;ted~~! ~\ve' tonr;:r:~ ~~= 
people ca.n hardly be the desire of anyone.' • It is not 80 
..u. t.he longevity,' he answered •• tha.t is valued &8 the 

:Ti:bi~~t IUedwhlo:ti!~~O~y~:!moo~di?O:e~t~~~ 
=-~ ~la!!:rthhile:!~~,St ~~!ure:::: ~=:j: 
a.u&h.' aa.id Mrs Wedgwood (it W80S Saturday). • We 
... go and try the pulpit then,' said he, • to 800 if it 
.... me.' So to the church we walked, Md how he 
-.ed us by his droll way of • trying the pulpit' as he 
.uedit." 

The family were zealous in all efforts to help their poorer 

~~g ~=~;y ,:r:~:IZdb~~~:m ~e: Afr:; 
after saying tha.t she 8hould not be afraid of taking charge 
of her other nieces Md making them happy, wrote to Bessy 
(ohly 19, ISH), .. Aboot & child of yours I could not have 

I A Gnw.p 0/ ~-'II_ •• by MiIJII Meteyard, p. 388. 
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the l&Dle foolingl, becAuse, dearly as I love them, I should 
dread to take them from the home they are blessed with, 
happy cre&tures I" 

fro~:ot~!: or::n=~~t~~b ~~to tter
E= 

(Sept. 1812): ")lamm. does not at all, 1 tbi.nk, let the 
thoughts of leaving Maer har&88 her; ahe is in excellent 

:~~h:::,dw~s ~~;:n ~:U~~e~;: :au:~"us 80 happy 
The children of Josiah Wedgwood inherited their ahara 

~;b: ~::!rbbr~~~~~a!~:t!r~0it~b: == 
wood, the eldest child, was one of the m08t unaelfish women 
that ever lived. She suffered from. curvature of the spine,! 
but in spite of this disability was vigorous, healthy, and 
full of energy till extreme old age. She had many tastes 
and pursuits, but W88 above aU active in works of kindness 

an1~~t: the eldest 8OJl, often called Joe to dill . . h him 
from his fe.ther, was considered to be like his ~om in 

~~t~;'sbsten:~r:~ly~Oil~:th~~oo ~~~ 
1821) of his behe.viour e.t a London dinner-party: 'My 
Joe was looking very gentoel and complacent, but'I hee.rd 
no sound." He lived at Moor and W808 his fe.tber's partner, 
riding in regularly to the Pottery Works a.t Etruna. He 
Was not a keen sportsman, but was a bold rider to hounds. 

Jessie Allen wrote in 1815, when he W88 abroad with their 
party: "I trust you will have no occasion for any UJle68i.nees 
in your Joe, he &Oe1llB quite recovered. You should not 
YOIll"8eU we.tch him with more anxious tenderness than I 
will on the journey. and I think an Italian winter will be of 
~t service to him. ThAt he has not a strong constitution 
LS the only drawback you have to the most entire satisfac­
tion in him. Not only I, but John and Mrs Allen, and all 
our party, think him matchleee as a. young man; such good 
taaoo, natura.l gentility, grace, good sense, and sweet temper 
we have never before seen combined in one penon. He 
reminds us exceedingly of his uncle Tom, without his faa­
tidiousness. His manners I think are quioo charming, and 
80 does Le.dy De.vy. Me.ckintoeb says he &ee6 no fault in 
him whatever but being too spiritless for youth." 

1, I have been told that one Mmedy tried ...... whippiDl her bW 
withnettlee. 
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To this letter his mother replied (Oct. 30, 18151: .. I 

oaDllot express how gra.tifying it was to me to read the 
oharacter you give of my Joe, and 80 beautifully dra.wn too. 
Joe and I read it together, and sat up after the rest had gone 
to read it again, and I felt that it was one of the sweet drops 
of life to listen to the pra.ise of one's children when it is 
given honestly. I am the more pleased a.t your testimony 
to hie modesty a.nd good. manners, because feeling no doubt 
.. to his good sense 8oD.d good nature I was more diffident 
.. to tbe embellishments .of manner, not thinking myself a. 
fair judge, and having alwa.ys been eJra.id of marring = f~;!~fe ~m!:~h~r~~~~~e~~~t:::~ci~ 
a.ffeetion. I trust my HaJ will benefit in that wa.y by the 
change from the schoolboy society he has been used. to, to 
that of men, and th&t you will find him a.ttentive to &Dy 

:;s=.~: ~emir=':~ c:!J.°:i ;:;!:h:in!~f ~~ 1;:: 
think wrong, or anything tha.t be might mend." 

Charlotte, the next sister (afterwa.rds Mrs Charles Lang­
ton). bad boouty a.nd charm. She painted and drew, a.nd 
made many water-eolour sketches and pencil drawings after 
tbe manner of Col>Iey Fielding, of whom she took lessons. 
She had a. bea.utifu1 voice of great flexibility, and my 
mother told me how channing her natural shake was. She 
aod Elizabeth, who had a bigh clear soprano, sang duets 
topther with great effect. "I had 0. profusion of compli~ 
mentll upon the girls' singing, enough to last them for the 
nen twelvemonths at least," Bessy wrote from Paris 
(June 1, 1818). ' 

The three younger brothers, Harry, Frank, and Hens~ 
Iei.ah,.u had good abilities. Harry, who became a barrister, 
baa wit and power of exp.ression and tit gift for drawing, 
~ it was Dot cultivated. He was a particular favourite 

~;~b!;~thh~~~~~\~ t;e ~~~:.bU6~e d:y c:~!~i!~ 
baCk from a. sale Harry told him that there was something 
in the catalogue which he decidedly ought to buy. "Tut, 
tnt," sa.id the doctor, "but what is it 1" "Why a 'ditto 
to correspond,' for you know how much you hate writing 
lot ...... " 

~tio~ ;:~h~\ ~ e~r:;;~:~ ~fe J:~t:ePo~~ 
the following notice: "The classicallooturee for the current 

______ ..... ~ ..... '"""' .... ,ofC;;hiliileo..Da 
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term will be on the Satyr, of Juveoal." Harry put up the 
following underneath;l 

"~th ~h~~f ~K! S:UT th! i:..~t a Goatl 
But the &lip of Jeeua doee thINe la:r 'urp_ 
With tho SUnb of a Sbeep Ad \he head of .... AIL" 

~ubUahed • delightful child', .tory illuat.rat.cd by 

it" rep~~!i:;:~ I~~: ~e~,mwi!:: ~ 
&PC~r~edhia~~n:i~:'p~ quiUl old ... 
He W&8 aa abeolute1y unMlfoooupied. .. mt.n could be. 
&nd. lived an admirable life-h&rd-working &nd. aJ.mo.t 

ato=~ ~:c~ Wrangler &ad Fellow of Christ' .. 
He wu well known .... philologist and .ae &UthOi' of Ute 
.DictioftGry 0/ Engl_ EIyfJwlow and other worb. 

At the end of this large family of brothers aDd aieten 
came two little girls. Frt.noeI. born 1806, a.nd.. Emma. born 
May 2nd, 1808, when ber mother waa «yMrl old. The 

~f~~:U~:~~~ 't..'t ;;:=b,~ ~he ~~:~= 
they are known in many of the letters. Their mother wrote 

=~~~a' 25A~1~81~h~tsa!,J~tb~:~ 
llike." At therof the fonowing letter FADDy aDd Emma 
were &even and five yea.J'8 old. 

Mr8 J()8iah Wedgwood to h~r NW E ... Alk7l. 

EnUlW.. Jtdf 1-. 1811-

. . . I am eo deeply in debt. to you all, dear girla. for 
your &greea.bJe letters and pleaaant detaila of !ill you have 
done, are doing. and are going to do, that I don't know 
where to begin, but I have made a beginning more to shew 

1 lIr Tuckwell in hie ~ of OzffYt'd hM MI'OneouJ1' 
.uributed tbiAak.it to Dr N_. O:dOTd Prof_rof Modern HiatofJ. 
On Shelford, an nnpopulu examiner, HU17 WJOte: 

.. ru~rh:! :-!::SJ:~iD J!:~~:m' 
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., good will, than with a.ny expeot;ation of furiahing my 
..... for to-night'. P08t, being now waiting for the oa.rriage 
to take myaelf and my eight children to pay a vwt to the 
.... amiable Griffin? who 'Was raah enough laat Sunday to 
.. QI and even to inaiat upon having the Dove1ey. of the 
.-*1. We are now going to llet out 808 ma.ny &8 we can 
... iD the Gimcrack. and the boys upon the ponies. 

'""".-We went according to promise. and were 
pMtiouIarly lucky. in baving tbe finest day tha.t ever wy 
... Joe wae treacherous and did Dot go, but I went 
with my eight children. It a.lwa.ys IUkes • eeheme 60 ht 
wIleD any of the guests secede that I did not go with any 
..,., lively expectations, and theee were still further queUed 
..... I taW our p&rty. The Mias Griffins, utter strangers • 
.. Jfr Ralph Snayd of Keel, who 1 thought would be 
.aoh too fine to bea.r the company of an old mother and 
elF' children. However 1 must do the latter the justioo 
to .'1. he bore it very well, and he seemed to parta.ke 110 

......, of the good humour of our h08t, that tbe party 
wat otI extremely well. The two sieters were conversable, 
... ntber &gMe&ble; we sat down to an excellent cold 
dIImer at two, a.nd a dessert of the beet gmpes and a. pro­
fulon of smwberries and cream which were much reliBhed. 
SolID. .tt.er dinner we went into Trentham Pa.rk, where we 
a...t • wry good boat moored, into which we all went, 
__ .Mr Sneyd and R. Griffin rowed us while Joe steered. 
w. unused ouraelvea on tbe water and in the grounds till 
8; ... time to return to tea.. We had a. good deal of literary 
......... tion, 88 Mr Soeyd haa a very pretty smattering of 
.....,. topioa and a good deal of taste, though a. little 
.-.w, and Griffin has great aspirations a.fter tbe same. 
W. made some attempte at singing, which was the worst 
put of the entertainment, as my girls are 80 stupid they 
CIMUIot ling without music, and a.fter making two or three 
tabani.n attempts were foroed to give it up. The two little 
IPrII were in silent enjoyment, very grave, a.nd Tery demUM 
aD. day. but they were very happy while running about the 

I A Mr. GriJRnhoof.lh'ing near Treutham Part. 
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park. We came away about 8 o'clock, Hany and Frank 
riding the pome. drim"11 and Uof"teg .11 the way • .nd the 
reet. of 116 in the 1andelet. 

We apent Banday at Maer. taking cold meat. and I 
never ea. ... it look 80 pretty. There was .. profusion of 
roaN in blow and there wa.e a wildneee about it tht.t I 
thought wu very delightful. We drank te& with Mfa H&J'­
ding. which I bad nther not bve dODe u I 1nI.D.ted to 
spend more time at Maer. hut &be was 80 preesing we could . 
not reaiat. We liked our Suod&y .0 much that we think of 
going asain next Sunday. 

Jeeeie Allen. commenting on thia acooont. 1Mmd. t ... very 
tender kiM to the Dove1eyB, the tenderest to Emma, but do 
not tell ber 80. How much I mould bave liked to lee ber 
little prim face on the water." 

Fanny Allen wrote to her niece Elizabeth Wedgwood 
(Oct. 11, 1813): .. Sa.ra.h gives an excellent report of the 

la8~~~~ih:ffi:!~l~~:-iha! t:r!: =~:~ 
Lad 1 You muat not let thil be • reproaoh to you any 

~11~8nh::=: : -:.I°o~~~::mele1e~p:'= 
Loal, but sooo asked her mother to finish it for I.et, and bow 
nioe it W88 of her mother not to refa8e. 

Little more is to be gle&ned of her early childhood. 
In Januarra. 1816, when me" .. DeMly eight yean old, her 

:i::~r .. ~t w:~~ :::y t:~ ::!h ~~~ ,;: ~! ~ vm.:, 
becauae they are to go by themeeJ:vee ae we can't ipIY"t' 
Mary. a.nd they bridle not a little at the idea of dreMing 
and doing for themeelvea." Sarah Wedgwood wrote to 
Jeesie AlIen (Feb. 26, 1817): "IJtt1e Emma continues to 

!:u:tem~:~! ~:: :!:!et ina:e~~~dih.~:V;~OOf::d 
that she retains that tint place that abe hae ever held in that 
part of my affection8 which are devoted. to childnm. A8 
Mr Wordllworth divides hiI poem. into' poema referring to 
the period of childhood,' ditto to old. .... etc., why may not 
I my affections f" 

A ple&88.nt account of the J4aer family life three yeara 
later, when EII1ID& waee1even years old, ia given in a jotu'D&l 
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bpt by Emma Caldwell. My mother's comment. is added, 
wrltten aeventy-t.wo years la.ter to her niece Julia Wedg­
wood (a.lways called "Snow"). 

1Idmc1 /f"~ a J r:mrnal 0/ Emma Oaldwell, a/tenJxJf"(u 
Mr8 Henry Holland. 

JfIlg 7, 1819.-My Aunt took me to Maar. 
)lise Emma. Allen, Cha.rlot.te, with Caroline [DarwinJ came 

to dinner from Shrewsbury. 
"-Rode with Charlotte And Harry to Newoaatle. 

A ..-y pIea.sa.nt. ride indeed. Harry a.grooable-I do like 
• penon easy to talk to for my own plea.sure, even though 
....,. may not. be aa agreeable as another could be if 
.. let out what is treasured up.l--Sa.iled and rowed in the 
boot. 

10lA.-Mr Wicksted'- and Ellen Tollet called. We had 
• brisk ga.le and galla.nt ga,il round the pool. 

Elis&beth, Ha~, Emma and I rode to Hanchurch 
tIuough Swinnerton Park. Delightful day, and very 
pleuant. Mama fetched me borne. 

I Dever saw anything pleasanter than the W80ys of going 
011. of this f8omily, a.nd one reason is the freedom of speech 
apon every subject; there is no difJerenoo in politics or 
principles of any kind that makes it treason to speak one's 
.-bad openly, and they all do it. There is a. simplicity of 
aood 1lenB6 8obout them, that DO one ever dreamll (If not 
dJlering upon any subject where they feel inclined. As 
.. thingll are said from party or prejudice, there is no 
1dt\erness in discuS8ing opinionll. I believe this could not 
.. tbe case if there wa.s a decided difference of party prin­
CIfpJe in the members of a. family. It is greatly desirable 
that IIhould not ha.ppen. 

The pa.rt of the intellectual chara.cter DlOllt improved by 
the Wedgwood education is good sense, whioh is indeed their 

, This iI .. reference to the elder brother, then, oalled Joe. 
I Clur,r16ll. the only &on of Mr Tollet of Betley Hall, had taken the 

Dame of Wiokated. on inhe.ritiDg Shakenh\U'8t; in Woroeeta-lhil'e. 
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pre-eminent quali'y. It is one of ibe moet importa.nt. and 
in the end will promote more of their own and others 
happineas than any other quality. The moral qua.lity 
most promoted by their education is benevolence, which 
combined. with good 8eIl86, gives al1 that education caD 

give. The two little gir18 are happy, gay, amiable, eenaib1e, 
and though not particularly energetic in learning. yet will 
acquire all that is neoeseary by their steady perseverance. 
They have fToodom in their actioD8 in tbia houae aa well &8 

in their principles. Dool'8 and window •• tand open. you 
are nowhere in confinement; you may do a& you like; you 
are surrounded by boob that all look moat tempting to 
read; you will always find BOrne pWasaDt topic of conver-­
satiOD, or may start one, as aU things a.re t.aJ.ked of in the 
general family. All this sounds And i.e delightful. 

Emma Darwi_ 10 4tr niut JvlKi Wedgwood. 

My DEAR SNow, A.,._.1891. 
I caDnot tell you what vivid pleaeure t.bia [journal] 

has given me, if only in putting me in mind of that ride; 
which was 8. great honour to lit little girl. of coone. "r 
remember my wonder at Emma [Caldwell) being able to 
foroe herself (she was very tall and not a1ender) into Eliz's 
habit, and I wonder what Eliz heraelf could have worn, 
some make-shift 1 suppose. I remembm' Harry's high 
spirits and the sbort gallops we took up the little pit.::h.,. of 
the pretty wood we were skirting. It ia clea.r that Joe 
excited some interest in her mind. 

I doubt whether common lleIU16 can be Ie.rnt by educa­
tion; no doubt it may be imPl'OVed. There would be no 
liberty at Linley Wood while Mr Caldwell waa in the room. 
He W&8 a high Tory. Ilnd I have no doubt thoee clever 
daughters had all sane of Liberal crot.::het& Mrs Caldwell 
was genial and delightful. There waa the same want of 
liberty at Shrewsbury whenever Dr Darwin was in the 
room; but then he waa genial and iylDpathetic, only nobody 
muat go on about their own t.alk. 
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Em"", Wedgwood 6r 

....... 1P&I pretty, with abundant rieh brown hair, grey 

:: and: ~t~~SL~=\~ !~:~D~~~:e~ 
....... *"loulden and prett:r hands and anna. She had 
• ~ and dignified cama,ge. The only picture of her 
tBf old a.ge is the water-colour dr&wing by Richmond {of 

~.~~~~o:o: ctn:fd~::~a:= ill!:ee:er 
Fumy wa.a short and not pretty, though with bright 
~. She W&8 gentle, orderly and industrious. Emma 

=-~~:v~o:~'. iu~:;(u:~ f:O~&~~~7. ~Mlp~ 
". ... no doubt .. lludes to her curloW! tastes, of which there 
.. many evidences-lista of temperatures, lists of words 
ia c1iIerent langua.gee, boueekeeping memonnda, etc. Theae 
... 1PIIlr8 found after my mother's death amongst her 
~. They had been kept by her ever since her eister's 
a..tb more thn sixty yea.n ago. 

Emma's nickn&me at the 8&me time was .. Little Miss 
1JIIp-SIop," and that also is reve&ling &8 to her chal'OOter. 

:: =er~::d~~eO~~fa~~:.~ ~;: ~~ 
t.kiDg life which i ll more common amongst men than 
a.aagst. women. My father S&id tha.t a.fter he married he 
..de up his mind to give up all his natural taste for tidineaa, 
ud. te.t; he would not allow bimeelf to feel annoyed by her 
-.1m disregard for such det&ila. He would 8&y the only wre 

",",~!:g; Po~eoli:J::n~~I~~iB:~~. mother 
about hell' eiBUlr Fa.nny. When their oouein, Mrs Swinton 

::::OO~vje!iereew=~ro:F~~ h~anntJs't ~=: ::~ 
~ llaW ditrtinctly tha.t Fanny WM ohoosing the least 
JIIN'"Y one, but abe h6l"98U had not unse1.ftehnesa enough to 
... in the llame way. and her turn ooming next, she oboee 
the prettiest. 

Emma's ohildhood must have been a most happy one 
1IDder the gentle. wise rule of her mother. Elizabeth and 

~~%J:i~:~h!;h~ :l<!n E:U:~ir w~~~e ~ 
ODe I think, a.nd then nothing e~ at all to do for the reet 
of the da.y, no prepa.ra.tioll8 or work of a.ny kind.l I often 
think how different this training is from that of the modern 

• Tha dOOlJ not quite agree with their aunt Emma All6Jl'a account 
ID 1819. but it ia my distinct memory of what my mother &aid. 
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CHAPTER V 

181j.......1816 

1'-:::::::t~:~~n:B~~W'?~rl~E~~~~~ 
trOOd;'. Je1ten from Waterloo and Pan..-Fanny A.D6II'. pro­
hoaapllri:b;m-The Mau part;r at a Race ball. 

I WOW take up the thread of the " Maer Letters." Some 
.. tlteee might ha.ve been placed in the third chapter, but ae 
.,. illustrate the character of tbe younger generation they 
pap themselves more naturally bere. 

Jlr. Johoh Wtdgwootl to her mter Juaie AUtn-. 

ETllO'&U,PIb. 18&l, 181'-

•• • We all returned from Parkfield. on Tueed&y. baving .,.t .. very comfortabJe week there. Sarah (Wedgwood] 
... in yery cbeerful spirits. thougb I suspect we interrupted 
.. plan of writing. I waa very glad to bear from two aide 
wIrIde that Me was employed in that way. as 1 am sure what 
.. does ahe will do well. We eent our two little boys to 
IObool from there. &nd upon enquiring into the contents of 
... parting purae I found to my great surpriBe th&t there 
...... guinea hoarded up in it. It was a joint concern and 
I..ted Hens1eigb for what purpoee. "I don't like to tell." 
.. Wby t" .. I &m &£raid of being laughed &t." .. I think 
JW may trust. me. I am not ueed to l&ugh at yon, but how 
.... I Imow whether it ill a proper uae 1" .. It is not an 
Improper UJIe. and we wiBbed to oorurult you bec.uae we did 
DO& bow wh&t to buy. hut the writing muter h.a.a been 
....,. kind to us and we wished to give him aomethlng, but 
It mOlt not be before we go away. or he will think, and the 
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boya will think, that we wish to coax him." .. I don't think 
any wa.y of spending your money can be more proper than 
shewing your gratitude, therefore if you will trost me with 
the guinea I will es:ecute the commission for you." We 
had then .. oonsultation about the taste of the writing 
maeter, a.nd it W&8 agreed that as be was fond of poetry, 
unleae we found something better, which would not be very 
easy, we were to get .. volume of Lord Byron's poema. If 
thiB is twaddling pray excuae it. 

And now to ten you my opinion of the OorlOif'. I think 
it beautiful beyond all his other works. The laet canto 
is full of beauties. What a genius he it! Like Sh&k~ 
spear, the coDllDOlM!ll!t storiea become gold under hie bands, 
but I don't like the dedicaUon. it is very aJl'ected.. I don't 
believe the pretenoe be makee of not caring for the opinion. 
of thOll8 who are anJmown to him, &Dd. I should tlUnk 
worse of him if 1 did. Who can einoerely deepiee tbe 
opinioIl8 of hie fellow·men t and what aft'ect&tion to pretend 
to do 110 if be does not. and thia from .. m&D, too, 'Woo waa 
driven half mad by tbe caetiga.tion of the Edinkf'gk 
Review. 

I received dear Emma [A11en]'a letter when I was at 
Pa.rkfield8, and I am eba.rmed to bear abe liked the black 
gown. I thought myaelf the chenille WIN • bright thought 
to enliven the inmpportab1e monotony of my green BftB. 
AI!! for the trimming of the body, it ill in the banda of fate 
and Charlotte, 80 I have no responaibility about it. 

They have had a ball at CwotiDe [Drewe ]'a, where among 
a number of pretty girle, Bmma Caldwell WM pronounced 
the fairest . &1lyl bae got half a lover, but a great beauty 
hIM! got the other haH, 110 es:oept upon mtHica1 eveninga 
Sally i.e ill oft, but then abe is altogether triumphant, and 
then the beauty is in despair. Joe writell very pleaaant 
letten from Edinburgh. He mixee quite &8 much in aociety 
&8 he wisbee, .nd in v«ry agreeable aooiety. Dr Holland. i.e 
vecy highly 8pOken of there. He is going to town very eoon 

I S.n.h Elipbeth, eldest daughter of John Wedgwood, aI'~arda 
oaDed Elisa. 
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aDd I think he would muoh like to be introduced to Mack­
int.olh. but I don't think we shall give him one, 1m fear of 
..wtng a.ny to the importunes tha.t beset him. 

r ahall send you by this post the Bristol newspaper 
beo6use there is the firBt report of the "Prudent 1I-1&n's 
J'riaDdSociety." It is drawn up by illisa Morgan and I think 
y.-y well done. You will 900 what good she has done in 
ODe year. If sbe oa.n but fonow it up, I do sincerely think 
_ will rank with the fint philanthropiBts of the age. If 
10G have an opportunity I should like you to shew it to 
Jln BoM.nquet, bec&use I think those two sisters mistake 
lit. Morgan's character. 

Do you know that I shall not be surprised if Aunt Jones 
pa)'ll me a visit.. I ha.ve written to ask her. She aeero~ 
10 forJorn at Creswell tbat I thought lowed it to my father's 
Drter to do it. Not but what John and Mrs AIlen are very 
Idad .. . . 

Mr. Joaiah Wedg~ to Mr daughter Eli1ltlbt.th, at tht 
John Wedgw00d8, Bar'ng Plau, Exeter. 

Erll:URU. [21 Jtm~. 1816.) 

. Last night brought me your letter, my Elizabeth, 
aad I was very glad to find you had 80 pleasant a journey. 
Your 8000nd day we thought would be delayed with rain, 
.. 1 think it rained all day here. Your drive upon the 
b&touche eeat WM therefore muoh more tha.n we expected. 
I OMDot recollect a. sylla.ble of wha.t you a.llude to about 
..uen at Ma.er, 110 you are quite right in aaying you dared 
_., I had forgotten it; therefore, my dear girl. if you 
Ja:Dember it with any unpleasant feeling I hope you will 
do 80 no longer. If you had Btept eo pace back in my 
aUnd. (which is not the c&Se, as I cannot recollect the 
c:iroumatance) you would have IItept eo hundred forward by 
'Lbe fnmk-hea.rted candour with which you speak of it. 
Your upright heart will never suffer you to go far aatra.y 
while you judge your own faults with 80 much severity. , 
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and I, on my part, hope I shall ever continue to be 
grtIoU!iful, as I 80m now, to Heaven. fot baving giTen you 
tome .. 

Here i.e a. very pleM&Dt letter from Sally to you, which 
we thought it was 80 pity should go for nothing, and 10 we 
opened it, and 80 we read it. We a.re in " very reading 
humour a.t present, ha.ving done the .. me thing by Jenny 
(Wedgwood]'e to Fanny [Allen1. We were very glad to 
bave both, 88 they gave U8 late intelligence from Baring 
Place. &Ild &1'1 you llore now a.t the fountain-head it would be 
no use to Bend them to you, but Jenny's is gone into the 
fire and Sally's is just going. 

Mrs J08'iah We.dgwood to he,. NW' Emma A/kn, ot Baring 
Piau, Exeter. 

[THB HOUNTJ. SIDlEW8BUlI.Y. J."ru 28, 1816-

Wb.t a. flood of good newlI, my dearest Emmtro. I feel 
quite overwhelmed with it. I am obliged to Eliubeth 
a.nd you for two most welcome letten, but yours b88 the 
prior cla.im. We &00 particularly gra.teful for the good 
news of Tom, which we received with the most he&rtfelt 
pleasure. Db how much do I sympathize witb our dear 
Jenny upon what sbo must feel. at not only bearing that 
ber little hero is safe. but that he h&8 behaved 110 well in 
this most severe engagement [Waterloo, 18tb June1. and 
not the least of her pleasure (I ought to use • muoh 
stronger word) must be the consideration, the thought he 
shewed of writing from tbe field of battle to allay the fears 
of his family, and 1_1y his modesty, after !ill tha.t be bas 
gone through. We Mould be very glad to eee hia letter, 
which perbaps you could send U8 through London by a 
frank. It will be a featber in his cap as long a.a he lives 
to have been in thi8 battle, perhaps the moat glorious 
England ever fought. What they must. have .uflend in 
being 48 houn without food, and fighting all the time! Tell 
Jenny (and John if he is returned) that we congratulate 
them with all our bearts. Yeeterday we were put upon 
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the pi "'tie by hearing in the morning that there was a 
report that Buonaparte had surrendered,l and not believing 
that to be possible, yet being persuaded tbere must be 
aome good nows, we waited the aninI of the mail with 
.... t impatience; and when we heard it was coming by, 
out we all flew to the gates, like Caroline to see the Duchess 
of Ruthmd, pell-mell, servants, childxen. and all. We 
bad the gratification to see it come up dxessed all over with 
laurels and favours, and as it dropt Dr Darwin's bag at 
&he gate you may guess our trepidation in opening our 
letters. Jos had sent me a Courier which contained aU the 
aooount of Buonapa.rle's abdication, and I had at the 8&Ille 
time the pleasure of Elizabeth'aletter. It is impossible to 
upress our satisfaction and wonder. What wiU become 
of Buona.patte is the colllltant question! Some of our 
abominable papers are urging strongly the putting him to 
dea.th, but Dr Da.rwin's Bcheme of sending him to St Helena 
is the best I have heard. Who will DOW be King of 
France t If England keeps to her declaration she must 
not interfere, but I suspect the Bourbons will at least have 
• COftgl d'IUre in their favour, and yet I think Louis the 18th 
will never be a.ble to koop his 8ea.t upon such a. triplesa 
throne. We sh&ll be almost as impatient for to-night's 
J*Pet as we were for the last. Jos taJke of leaving town 
to-morrow, but I don't know whether he will go home or 
GOrne here. I take it for granted we shall DOW h~ve peace, 
and then I sUpp<li!6 you will be set a.-gandnring again. 
The beUs are ringing and the guns firing away at a great -. We came here on Monday evening, dining and spend-
fag two or three hours at Hs.wkeBtone in our way. We 
brought the two ponies here, and Charlotte and I rode 
Paney in turns. The day was very pleasant, and I liked 
it a great deal better than going all the way in a post-cha.ise. 
We are here in the middle of the hay-harvest, and the 
flower-garden looks beautiful. I find myself very comfort-

1 Hill lI'!1,m)nder to Captlltin Ma.itland of the Belkrophon did not 
lIQ.e place till July 15. 
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able here; there is everything to make me 10, and I alwa18 
enjoy the society of Mrs Danrin, and I am pleued to I!Ie6 

the young thlnga enjoy themae1vee 80 well. There is an 
evening riding party of three every day (Joe being the 
oonstant escort), which is a very popular thing. The Dr &8 

usual is very much engaged. He W&8 out all yesterday. 

Tom, son of Jobn Wedgwood, .bo wrote the letter 

~Utt~ S:~bo~~ Gu:r.~f ;r:n='le~ ~:e= 
the day &iter Waterloo. The fighting of the 16th must be 
that of Quat.re Brae. The hO\l8e and garden which be 
describes as repeatedly atta.cked by the French on the 
18th, is evidently the Chateau of Hougoumont; and he 
seems to have been in the memorable charge which ended 
the day. 

My DBAB. MOTHER, Nrnu.a, J_ 19CA, 1816. 

I take the er.rliest opportwlity to tell you that 
we have had some very hard fighting, but tha.t we have 
gained a most complete victory. and a.lso that I am quite 
well and safe and have escaped wthnrt. Wei removed. 
from our quarters last Saturday week at Heni.eenee and 
went to flo village called Petit Rou:I', where we remained 
ROme time in quiet, but on Friday morning the 18th. at 
2 o'clock. we were turned out and ordered to 110 under 
&rms and ready to march lot .. moment', notice. Accord­
iugly we ma.rohed a.t r; o'clock to Brain&-l~mte and 
then waited for a few bo1ll'ii for other troops to come up, 
then m&rohed and took up • position clO8e to thia town 
and about five I.ea.gnea from our originaJ. quarters. We 
had just begun to pitch our tent. when we had another 
order to march on immediately against the French, who 
had attacked the Prussibs in grer.t force. three leagues 
farther on. near a village ealled Jenappe. We arrived 
there .bout five o'clock. The h:t Regiment and Cold­
atreams a.ttacked the French with the baY0ntt and dro'Ve 
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them back. We were kept &8 & reserve on the top of a 
bill. where we lay down in order to avoid the shots and 
ehells, which were playing on us in great abundance. At 
t o'clock both parties ceased for want of light, but the 
lI'rench were driven back about b.&lf a league. The lBt 
Guards sufte:red much-had about 10 officers killed or 
wounded, and among the latter W&8 Capt. Luttrell, but 
very slightly. Two very unfortunate accidents happened 
to them. They were charging & regiment of French, who 
came to & parley and said they would come over to us, but 
it was only a. trick to wait for some cavalry which were 
coming on. They both attacked the 1st Guards together 
and repulsed them with & great los8. After that they met 
with a French regiment who were cloaked in red, and did 
not find that they were Frenoh until too late, and in 
OOll8equence were repulsed a second time. We only lost a. 
few men from the shells, and we lay &ll night in the field 
without any cover in consequence of our baggage being 
left behind. 

Next morning our regiment was sent into & wood to 
akirmiBh. We had a. little fighting. About 5 o'clock we 
were obliged. to :retreat in consequence of the French having 
driven back the left wing. where the Prussia.ns were placed. 
We went back and took up a position on the heights of 
at. Jean, about 4 leagues back. The French returned in 
the evening, and cannonaded us till dark. We all slept on 
the bare ground, with nothing either above or beneath us, 
In one of the most rainy nights possible, and before morning 
t.he ground on which we were was &nkle-deep in lDud. 
The French retired early in the morning, but came about 
10 o'clock again in immense force. It is said they hOO 
100,000 men, and we had at first 60,000 men, chiefly 
English, ex.cepting & few Dutch and Belgic, the chief part 
of whom ran away at the first attack. The action com­
menced at about t-pa.st eleven by our artillery, which was 
drawn up a.bout 20 yards before the first line. which was 
composed. of our division a.nd the 3rd Division of the line. 
The French attacked a wood on our right, on the skirts of 
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which there Was a houee, surrounded with a small wall, in 
which were p1aoed the light infantry oompa.ni68 of the 
Coldstream Guards a.nd OUI' regiment. with orden to defend 
it to the Jut. The French were driven back. but advanced 
&gain with .. fresh force. and lJucceeded in gMning entrance 
into the wood, They then sent fir~baJl8 upon the hOUBe 
and set a. barn and all the OUt-hOUBe8 on fire. After being 
exposed to .. heavy fire of shot And grape and sbells for two 
hours and a. baH. in which we bad 3 offiC61'll wounded. bo­
Kidea a number of men, the right wing of our regiment and 
my company went to the usist.ance of the Coldstreluns in 
the wood, in which there WBoB a very heavy fire of musquetry'. 
The French were during the whole of this [time firing] at 
the house into whicb my company and another entered, 
nearly one hundred men having now been consumed in the 
fI&JD68. The French forced the gatea 3 times, and 3 times 
were driven back with inunente 1088, for we were firing at 
one &nother at about 6 yards distance. There was a large 
garden to the house which was surrounded by .. wall on 
2 sides, the house on the 3rd, and on the remaining side & 

hedge. We had another company brought into it, and a 
few Dutch who lined the garden wall, in which they made 
port-holM and &nnoyed the French very muoh. About 
5 o'clock the French gained ground very much and made 
the English retire from the position on the heigh ... , but 
were &g&in driven back by a strong oolrunn oonsiating of 
cavaJry and the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the lit Guazds, 
and the remaining part of our's, and after So hard. struggle 
were obliged to give ground and retreat through the wood. 
They attacked the bOUle again with renewed force and 
vigour, but could not force it. The bouse had a great deal 
of the waJ.ls down with their e&IUlon, but tbey could not 
gain admittance. We afterwards received a fresh reinforce-­
ment of Guards into the bOUl!Ie, and my compa.ny wae sent 
out to skirmish. About 8 o'clock the first Guards and a 
part of ours charged the French with the bayonet and 
drove them entirely from the house. About tbt time a 
body of .bout 3000 PruaaiawI came up, and the French 
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immediately retreated &t a. grea.t pa.ce, all our c&va.1ry 
folJowing them, with our regiments, drove them back double 
quick a.nd dispersed them entirely. 

My regiment had lost 16 officers killed and wounded, 
including Lieut.-Col. Sir A. Gordon, and Canning of my 
oompany, who were a.mong the number of killed. C&pt. 
Aabton of my compa.ny is sJ.so killed. The Duke of 
Wellington told us that he never sa.w soldiers behave 80 

well a.s the Guards. The French ha.ve lost about 90 pieces 
of cannon and an immense number of killed and wounded. 
The Belgic troops who r&n awa.y went to Brussels. where all 
oar bagga.ge WIlo8, a.nd said tha.t we were entirely defeated, 
&Bd that the French were advancing closo at their heels. 
The consequence WIlo8 that the people of BruBSels began to 
pillage our baggage, but were soon stopped. I understand 
th&t my baggage horae is either killed or stolen; but I do 
Dot know yet, && we have Dot seen the baggage since the 15th, 
ud all that time we bve boon lying on the ground, without 
any covering and not able to change our clothes. We h&ve 
had nothing to ea.t. except a. very little biscuit, Bond I ha.ve 
not ta.sted food now for 48 hours; but I a.m just going to 
have some, and I believe our ba.ggage is to come up 
to-morrow. Another [trouble] is, that it is with the greatest 
diBiculty we can get wa.ter, and wha.t we did was horribly 
bad. I am now writing from the field in whioh we are to 
bivouac to-night, a.nd therefore you must excuse the con­
eiaenesa of this letter and I cannot get any more paper. 

Good-bye, my dear mother. and believe me, moat 
aBectionately, 

T. WEDGWOOD. 

Tom Wedgwood to hi8 mothe:r Mr8 John Weagwood. 

FlliNCE, ENIallPKl) NBAR CoTTEAUX. 
JUM 2tt", 1816 . 

. We had the post of honor and were the first to begin 
tbe attack. At the aflair of the 16th I was ra.ther nervous 
at first, for we came quite Wlawares to the field after a.n 
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ama&ing long OlarCb, and I b.d pot time to get collected 
but 8000 got right again. On the l8tb I did not feel at aU 
in the I16me way, .. we expected the action, a.nd I •• 
prepared. I truated in God and He has been pleaeed to 
8pMe me, for which I hope I am all thankfu1 all I ought. 
The most clis&greeable part ...... when we were on the top 
of our poeition. lying down doing nothing, with the ,heU, 
and abot comi.ng oyer lib hailet.onee, and every ~ow and 
then BOOing lor 2 men killed. We had 2 of6oen wounded 
in that way. It 1Va8 a very mournful eight next morning 
when I was on puade to see but little more than ~half 
the number of men that there were the morning before. 
and not quite one-baH the officen. The Duke of Wellington 
W&8 very much pleMed with us, but I do not belie'f'e be 
was 80 much 110 with the cavalry, &8 they did not do .. bat 
W&8 expected of them. . We were five days witbout 
any baggage tents or anything ellle. &Ild you ~ve no idea 
of what we underwent during that time, Ileeping in the 
.fields without even .. bedse to cover WI, generally rainiDg 
the whole night &nd the ground a.n1d&-deep in mud. 1.IM 
(8 hoUl'8 without eating anything. even .. bit of biecuit. and 
having very often to eend above .. mile for water, but now 
we have got our baggage and tents a.od are much better off. 
We &re now about 81e6gUeB from the frontier, and are, I 
believe, to mMcb stra.ight for Paria. Most of the vU1agee, 
we p&8s through have the white flag hanging out, and lliw 
U f'o\ written on the bol18el!l. Aa yet we have found the 
people very civil, and they .. y they aze very glad to lee 01. 

The Belgic troope beba.ved ezoeesiYely bad, both in aetion 
.00 out, plundering and illtnlating the inhabitanta. I wiah 
they would eend them back to their own country, 1 think 
they will do us more harm than good. We have bad two 
actions and they have run away boih tim.. At the flnt 
action the Duke of Welllngton ..... slightly wounded, and 
..... saved being taken priaooet by the 82nd Regiment, who 
(ormed .. square round him and by tUt meana .. ve<! 
him. 
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Tom Wedgwood to his father John Wedgwood. 

P.uus, Jw, 16., 1816-

... All the Emperortl and Kings are now in Paris. I 
.... on gwr.rd at the Emperor of Russi&'s on the 13th. He 
v-.ted us very generously. The guard consisted of 100 
lIlfID; be ga.ve them 150 Ibs. of meat, 200 Ihs. of bread, 
100 bottles of very good wine, a.nd vegetable8. The officel'fl 
had an excellent dinner and might call at any time for 
aaything. About the middle of dinner Pla.toff came 
iD and sat with us for a. couple of ho\l1'8 and talkod with us 
quite familia.rly . He e&id he enjoyed hill visit to Engla.nd 
more than anything in his life, a.nd that he liked the English 
women better than any others, And when he went out he 
Ibook us by the hand most heartily .. 

I think the French a.re the mOllt impertinent a.nd most 
chi! people in the world. As a proof of the la.tter, I wa.a on 
pard. a.t one of the gates of Parill a.nd had bl&ck crape 
roond my Arm. A gentlema.n with two women came up 
to me in a. very civil w&y and beseeched. to know what W&ll 

&he meaning of the crape round my a.rID. I told them, but 
~t waa not sufficient for they &liked. who for, whioh roa.de 
me Itare, however I told them and walked. away .. 

This 3 weeks' campaigning baa only affected. me in one 
way, it made my legs very sore. For the first 3 days I did 
[Dot] ta.ke off my hoots and they got wet several times and 
d.ried. again on my foot, &Ild when I got them off at last, I 
eould. not get them on a.gain without cutting the leat.her half 
-1 down my foot, the consequenoe was that the insteps of 
.,. feet were ma.de quite raw. There ill a.l8o another thing 
which I cannot a.ccount for in the least. My face is quite 
eantracted. on one side; and when I smile my mouth gets 
quite to the left side of my face, and when I eat my upper 
ja_ does not come exactly on my under one, a.nd I cannot 
abut one of my eyes without the other, which I could do 
before; however I do not feel it quite so much as before .. 

His face never entirely recovered. from the paralysis 
bronsht on by eIJ>08Ure a.nd want of food. 
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In 1815 the John Wedgwoode were living at Exeter, 
where were a.lso Mrs Drewe and her family. EIIlDl& and 

rh::~8~: C1:~~etb.: ~::,el;e~ooJ~e~: 
Allen thus describes her sister's bouse (July 22, 1815) : 
" Jenny is one of the sweetest cre&tUl'e8 God ever made, 
and I thank Him ten thousand times that I have yon and 
her for sisters. I &Dl SUfe it would be worth going ma.ny 
hundred miles (or the sake of 80 reception from either of you. 
The furniture in this house is 80 good; it abounds 80 with 
flowers and there is such an air of elegance about it, that 
you cannot feel that its lovely mistress is mispl.&ced in it." 

Fanny Allen 10 hts ri8W Mf'8 JoriaA Wedgwood. 

BUDIO PLAa, Eona. Awpfi 2M, [181G). 

My DBAB BSS9Y, 

I oongratulate yon on having your boys with you. 
on baving seen Miss O'Neil and on John [Allen]'s having 
another eon, but I do not congratulate you on Buon&parte's 
being in Engla.nd, or the state of affairs in France. which 
I think detestable. I hope Davoust will preserve the 
army of the Loire, and defend France suooeesfu.lly against 
the Allies. Caroline [Drewe] IIdld I have made a compa.ct 
that we are not to talk politica, or I believe it would be 
more just. if I were to say that I am never to say a word 
about politics either to her or before her, IIdld this ahe says 
is all for my good. I have not one on my side, therefore it 
is as well to be silent.. I hope I ehsJl find yon all stout 
Whigs on our return, to reoompense me for the pain I have 
suffered to hear such atrocious sentiments expreseed about 
Fra.nce 681 have done since I have been in the sweet county 
of Devonshire. I wish Joe would chaperon U8 this autumn 
to It&ly. by the way of Germany. I would rather not eee 
Paris in its present state .... 

Your letter to Emma. [Allen] is just come in and it is 
refreshing to me to hear a tnunane sentiment respeoting 
Buonaparte. John Wedgwood baa a strong inclinatiou to 
go to P&ris. and, if be meete with anyone who is going that 
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he knOW8, I have no doubt tha.t he will go. Paris will be 
very disagreeable now I should think. I see the Louvre is 
shut to Iill but the milita.ry, which is preparatory to the 
[pictures] being moved I suppose. Lewis deserves to be 
Qed hand and foot. and thrown out of France .. 

I was at the Assize ball and danced with Abram Moore. 
who was so drunk that aJmost everyone was smiling 808 

we went down the room. We have been at a play since 
Jane left UB, and had Dr Miller for a hea.u, liB Kitty would 
"y, and he performed hia duty well, as he waJked home 
with us afterwards. Kitty and Mackintosh are still 
dreaming on in town, and I am afraid their intention of 
going to Ma.er will end this year &8 it did I.a.st. Kitty holds 
• IUblime and imperial silence to us, so we know nothing 
of her movements, not even whether she has been to call on 
the Duchess of Wellington .. 

Mta J08iah Wedgwood ro her daughter Elizabeth (who i8 
8taying with the John WedgwoodB at Exeter). 

ETRURIA, Aug. 13th, 1815. 

. . . Joe has no intention of putting a foot in France. 
Lord BathUl'St told Mrs Sneyd that it would be madness 
in any Englishman doing it further than Paris. I fully 
expect another explosion in France, and then what shall 
we have got by our battle of Waterloo, what, for our 
20,000 lives and a hundred million of money 1 As for 
Buonapa.rte, he is suffering retribution oertainly, but it may 
be a. good lesson to the world, and it certainly is a mild 
ftlkibution for the murder of the Duke D'Enghien, Wright. 
ad Palm the bookseller. As to right, all war is a. violation 
of right, and I don't know what we could have done with 
him. since we engaged 80 wickedly in the war at a.ll. It 
would have been too dangerous to have kept him here to 
let France in a flame whenever he sa.w a fit opportunity. 
He will be in banishment, but he will have every comfort 
In his banishment., a.nd he will not be worse off tha.n the 
omeera of the Regiments who guard him: not but I feol 
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IIOme emotions of pity towarda him too, but I don't know 
what else can be done with him .. 

We have had very gay raoes, nob tbab we wenb to the 
course any day. but there waa more 1&Obil~ than usual, 
in&8Dluch as the (Cbetwodea] were there in full force. It 
was Miss Louisa'. tUbtU, a.nd Lady Harriflt 1 was told wa. 
in the greatiefJt fUM about their dre8e that could btl; but I 
am aure it ... fU811 thrown away, as it generally i8, for 
nobody seemed to ob&erve how they were dreaaed. Cluu'lotte 
was very well oil in pari.ners, as abe danced with the 
8toWard, Stim, Dr Belcombe, and a Capt. Vincent. There 
were but four &eta danced.. Joe danced with Elir.a Cald­
well, Fanny Crewe, a.nd Anne Caldwell. Joe is much 
improved. in his da.ncing. I ca.n't 8&y much for my Hal in 
t·hat way, but I was surprised he went at all. M for me, I 
yawned in company with Mrs Caldwell till about I) in the 
morning, but I think I waa rather in request tool, as J was 
asked three times to dance. The handsomest girl there 
was a Mias Ev&IUl, the innkeeper of Wolverhampton's 
daughter, whose beauty did not redeem bee parentage from 
many a moor, and .. Do you know who sbe is 1" IIOOll passed. 
from one end of the room to the other .. 

I She was fifty-one thiI year. 
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CHAPTER VI 

181~1816 

'l'Ite AIleD .. ten abroad-Paril! after Wawloo--Barriet Drewe'B 

~e~!:~;:°ta~!,f{;~~~~~:r!: 
::?~~ii~~nhv!'d~:~d;J::t!e~eSA1~ 
liden' journey to Florence. 

br the Autumn of ISHi the three sisters Jessie, Emma, and 
Wumy Allen went abroad for three ye&l'8. Jessie W&8 38, = !5fa.r

an! :=t/~o~ed~~~eYT;e~==t 
:: tC:: J:!~~=~~tt,st,~~~~ b=ct~~!:~ed 
of the stolen treasures. 

Emma Allen to lw niece Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

DOHL DE TOUR8, Box N.D. DES VIO'l'ODUt8, 
PABlS, 89f. 16, 18M. 

My D.a.ARELIZAlIETH, 

Here I am at present in a state 80 much happier 
thao when I parted from you that I have longed to write 
to ODe of the beloved ones at Etruria, for I know how glad 
they will be to hear that, instead of repenting, I rejoice in 
my decision of leaving England, though till I had talked 
'Wit.h Mackintosh, it W&8 still passing in my mind to return 
from town to Sta.tIordshire. But he so entirely reconciled 
me to the scheme that I becamo every hour happier thAt I 
-,ent in town, and 80 many of thoe.e I love gtling with me 
took from it the Badness I dreaded at quitting England .. 

At one of the post8 between Dieppe and Rouen, while 
the hOr&e8 were cba.nging, we walked under the shade of 
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BOrne tt'008 and feU in with 1m English soldier, who told U8 

he was quartered a.t a French Count's, whose name he did 
not know, but who, he said, W&8 a very good gentleman, and 
very kind to him and three more soldiers that were quartered 
in his house, and if there was My news always ca.me and 
told them of it. He invited. U8 to look at the Chateau. 
We did 80, and while we were standing at the gates the 
Countoss saw UB and &ent her aerva.nt to invite U8 in. We 
declined it because of our incape.bility of conversing in 
French, with the excuse of want of time, but the Countesa 
with three other ladies joined us before we could get hack 
to the carriage, and asked a thousand impertinent questions 
with the most gracious m&JUlers in the world; where we 
came from, what part of England we Jived in, wbether 
JeMie W&8 married or not, what relation we were to 
John Wedgwood, &c., &C. This was the only thing like 
an adventure we met with during our journey from Dieppe 
to Paris. I thought Malmaiaon & oharming residence. An 
EngIieh soldier was keeping the ga.tee, and there my Lord 
Cotnbe1"mere h!lo8 taken up hie quM'tenl. I understand he 
is the only Englishman who he.t! followed Blucher's example 
&nd lives at free quarters at the inns. The women Mways 
spoke well of the EnglliIh and otherwise of the PruMians, 
who they said took everything" d point de l'I,ph." We 
met a great number of them on our road. Once they 
greeted us with" God 8&ve the King I" In retum they had 
nothing from Fanny but abhorrence; you may guess how 
the sight of them made her blood boil. Since 8he haa arrived 
here she has heard that the evil they have done has boon 
much exaggerated, .nd this from • qua.rter she generally 
gives credit to. I don't know th.t wha.t she baa heard in 
their favour has softened her to them, but abe is now too 
well pleased with her preeent situation to be very angry at 
anything. Our first entrance to Paris far surpuaed our 
expectations, I think nothing can be finer than the entra.nce 
along the Avenue de Neuilly, frorn whioh we pa88ed. to the 
Champa ElyeOOs, where all the British are encamped. It 
was a most beautiful and extraordinary eight, far, far sur· 
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puling anything I had fa.ncied. The buildings are beautiful • 
..t AI far aurp&88 those of London, as London does Paris 
ill tbe Deatn688 of the streets. Those of Paris are more 
dirty 6Dd disagreeable than I even expected, from BJ.J. I had 
beMd. to find them. These lodgings &re handsome ones 
IIDd I like them much, but we pay much for them, 250 livres 
_week .. 

The pJ.J.e[J' of the Louvre is bea.utiful beyond expres--
1k8. U I were to mention one thing beyond the others tht 
haYe charmed me it would be the Apollo. There is a beauty 
to that which the most ignorant eye must Il00, beyond BJ.J. 
..-niption. It is a pity Jenny (Mrs. John Wedgwood] did 
not oome with us, there is much here that would please her. 
I feel still ra.ther uncomfortable staring at naked statuC6 
with men all round one. We have met with a surprising 
D1UDber of our acquaintances since we came to Paris, not 
... $ha.o. six in the first day; and this gave us a very English 
feeIiDa. The Cawdors were the first, and their accost was 
more aB'ectionate than I ever knew it. They oontinued 
with 118 as long as Lady Cawdor could remain, and after he 
pat Lady Cawdor in the carriage he returned to do the 
hoIloura of the Louvre to us .. 

FGn1&Y Alk:n to he niece Elizabeth Wedg1lJ()()tj:. 

[p.aI&J. 8~. 2611, 1816 . 

. I cannot tell you with what affection I look on your 
aDd Charlotte's remembrance of me. I almost grudge 
to iake out a needle or displace the thread, it looks like 
diatnrbing your work. . We spent yesterday a.t Versailles 
IIId 8t Cloud. I believe I am singular in my opinion; but 
Venailles rather disappointed me, or I should say did not 
4IOIIle up to my expectation. The lite at St Cloud WIU! very 
llrikiog. It was a. oomplete fair with pretty-looking 
foant.&ins and fireworks; it was so oompletely French that 
It WII.II worth seeing by all the English. At MIne Cata.lani's 
eoaoert the other night I had very tender love made me by 
_ Russian officer, moustached and painted up to bia eyes. 
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Be ohoee well conlJidering my batred. He asked me if it 
was my mother that W&8 with me; I c&nnot gueee whether 
thia was Jessie or Emma. He begged to know what hotel 
I was at, said he should carry remembrances away with rum, 
and asked me whether I should not also----be tried me in all 
languages, a.nd then said, "You know the language of love." 
I tell you this th&t you may know how a Rull8ian makee 
love. . . W. Clifford makes a. good oomp&rison in the way 
of opposition to G. Newnh&m [an acquaintance who bad 
not called]. overflowing with kindness and affection. He 
has been allover Paris endeavouring to get U8 a. Shakespeare, 
and wha.t is remarkable in such a place. in vain. He was 
too late by one day for a copy .. 

Nt's Josiah W!dgtoood to ht:r si8kr Fan1lY AUe_ 
(/H Geneva). 

ET.atrBU. Od. 3011, 1816. 

I feel the want of your sooiety, dearest Fanny, too much 
not to be a litUe sad at sitting down to write to you at 
such a distance, but I shall mend of that &8 I go on, and 
you will be looking out for another letter by this time. 

Sir Samuel Romilly. I hear, report:B that you must waltz 
yourselves into society at Geneva, and that if he had 
st&yed there, he IIhould have been obliged to waltz him8elf. 
So I suppose you are all pocketing your prudery Il8 fast as 
you can. We have received Joe's, giving an account of his 
having plaood my Hal. The place seems promising, but 
the 880lary is high, not that I wonder at or blame &. man 
who gets himself well paid for the company of a. raw boy. 

I wish I may be the first to tell you of H&niet Drewe's 
conquest. Last Sunday I had a Jetter from Caroline 
[Drewe], the beginning of which was written in very low 
spirits. She had bad a convenation with Mr William1 in 
which he IIOOmed to have no intention of continuing to her 

1 Mt Willillom Drewe, brother of Ca.roline'll lllote huband, tb, 

~:rv;:~ ~d:!;t~t~!e,.fet~:::i!Lf ~h:~::iyE~ta:~toe:~: 
in the male line, floOd the Gr&rI88 M .old. 
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t.be 80 hom the Grange Estate, though be promised her 
100 pet' an. to educa.te Frank when he was 14. She had 
been thinking that with all her economy she could not live 
.t Exeter, and she had half finiahed this diBmnl letter 
.. hen in came Mr Gifford and laid himself and fortune at 
Harriet's feet. You may guess the tone of the rem.a.inder 
of the letter, for be8ides being one of the cleverest and 
mofi agreeable men going, he ma.kes by his profession 
~y between 2000 and 3000 per an., and has realized 
13,000. Harriet was so frightened tha.t she was near fa.int.­
iDa. He is now admitted as a declared lover, but nothing 
ill yet eettled and we bve not hoo.rd again. Cha.rlotte 
Drewe1 is now &8 you may suppose very impatient to join 
'- listen. and I like hm the better for it. She baa a grea.t 
.s.J of affeotion about her, and her manners are simple. 
I tried her temper upon one occasion, in which she took 
what I said to her 60 well that I aID convinced of her good 
Mtare, for though it was only a question of manner it is Ito 

tiekJiab thing to find fault with. Mary Ha.vard is ma.rried, 
MId is come with ber husband to ta.ke possesaion of the 
Leopard at Burs1em. Their master parted with them very 
amicably and made her a present of one guinea, and to 
Pepper, who had lived with him twenty years and had 
aved him. in the capa.city of butler, valet, and keeper, he 
pon two pounds. See how good servants are rewarded 
"hen they happen to moot with generous masters! What 
II become of W. Clifford, my dear Fanny 1 I moon his 
penon. not his heart, for if our friends are all right. you 
Jawe the la.tter safe enough. The question I would ask is 
w'llether you ha.ve boon equa.lly generous to him ~ and if so, 
I don't know that there is anything to be said against it, 
prorided the income would not be too small. Tell me "'W you spend your time, and ho"," you find the society, 
aDd above aU whether you think you shall make out your 
t1ro years or not, a.nd how you get on in conversation .... 

I Charlotte Drewe was via.iting at Maer. She. and Frank and 

~ ~:dGjjf~rd~~~:r:rJri!~~!~7~~il6.Mr Gifford, after-

't'oz" J. 6 
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of ~:nl~nio~:C~~~8h~w:~=re;:: 
old, aDd it W&8 the romance of her life. It. rout be mmem· 
bered that her aiater Beeey to whom tbie letter "'&II written 
W&8 almoatrlike .. mother to her. 

Guan, 1hc. 3J, JIll. 

... We have received .. little Dote from W. Cliflord .. 
few hours before he left Paris, t.e11ing UI of bia .im.med.ate 
journey to England aDd begging to bear from ua how we 
go on. I have left myae1f too little room to d.llate on any· 
thing, but my inmoet heart i.e yOW'8 at command. I think 
&11 my frienda were out in their opinion ~ hie 
eentimenUJ. He feels .. very tender friendahip for me, but 
1 do not think it is love. If he had gi'VlID me lUI heart he 
Ihould bve had mine; there it DO man out of my own 
family I love 10 much. He.t.lll tAlk. of meeting DB in 
Switzerland or Haly in the Bummer, but I do not tbink be 
haa health or spirit. for the jOlU'Dey. Thil is only for you, 
J08, and the two girls-one ill loath to acknowledp .. be 
rcadiIu188 to give one'8 affection where it baa DOt been uked. 

Willia.m Clifford, owner of • small but. beautiful property 
in HerefordBhire, Perristone by name, ... .. vtty dear 
friend of the Allen fa.mily. He died in 1860 aged .. bout. 70. 
He must bs.ve boon strikingly handsome, judging from a 
portrait of him in his old age by Wa.tt., of which m1 motber 
had an engraving. 1 t shews him witb Md-looking dark 
"yeti, thick, waved white hair, and ele&r-cut, .tnmaly­
lDMked features. He DeVer married, though he ... much 

at~lii~ ~ac~:~f::=~f ==~ih: J-~ c%·Uon. 
'fhe.y are to Jeeaic and Beaty, with but one to Fanny Allen. 
Aa 1 read these lettA3n, .. certain flavour in hie cbarac:ter 
reminded me curioUlly of Edward Fi~; the thought 

::~~ :s~~~~~er!ft-H.:~~c!: ~ ~aa.: 
of winning and keeping frienda, the I&me IIeJlIJ8 of failure, 
incurable hesitation, deep melancholy.nd .. playful charm 
and &en.ee of humour. Be 0D08 I&id he bad neYf!I' taken 
any step he bad not regretted, and Lbia becit&tion eeellUl to 
have been a.ll that prevented a mal'fia,p which apparently 
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.oald bave added even W0J'8 to his bappineM than to hen. 
There .... however •• remarkably unembarraaeed intJ.in.cy 
between tOOm which laated till his death. He wae an 
iDtbDate friend of the Chev&lier de Bunaen. There is • 
...,. of hia eaying: .. Bunecn alway. holda my h&nd when 
... meet and pute it next his heart. It is inconvenient 
.. ben it ha.ppeD8 a.t the soup. Ito8 it genenJly dOO6." 

The following letter givEl8 an aooount of 8- great. family 
ptbering a.t Bath. The y;s.rty consieted of Mre Drewe &nd 

;e~~:~rs~ihj~~ ~t~b~b~~~ 
..,. with her daughter Charlotte. The A11ens were noW' 
a&. Geneva, and ht.d made frienda with Siamondi. 

Mr& J06iah WMlgwoott '0 her .tUtu Fa""y A.lk1t. 

EraUllU, J_ 3n1. 1818-

• . . 1 am agreeably surprised to lee how quick tbe 
OOIIUDunklation is between us. Jeesie will by this time 
.... "' reoeived my last from Bath, in which we &ll disclAimed 
pine an opinion worth b&ving 8obout your going into 
I&&ly with Siamondi. The more I think of it., the ieee I see 
ally objection to it. a.lway. 8Uppoeing that he is not • 
1oYer. which I can h&.rdly suppose. If be is. and J688 ie 
teeolved. against him, it rnigbt emba!TM8 her •• nd perhap. 
woukl not be right to him ...• 

You will think: no more of John .nd Jane [Wedgwood] 
ooming out. for as John Mya he o&nnot know till next 
nmmer whether he can be 'Pared from the Bank. it will 
be impoeeibJe for you to frame your plana with any viewa 
to *heire. 

Jenny and 1 hue spent'" long time together now and not 
... ungentle word or look baa eeoa.ped. to cloud our affection. 
eo tender if anything ails you in body or mind and &0 free 
from ae1fiahnees in any way. 1 think: 1 could make her yet 
mon perfect, a.nd abe a.lway, receiv6I every mggeetion with 
10 much tweet humility that 1 almost tepl'O&()h myself for 
Dot ha.ving the courage to try. 1 never laW Caroline [Drewe) 
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more charming. There is something 110 delight.fnl1y freeh 
in ber hilarity, and abe is eo willing and able to contribute 
ber share to enrich eociety, that I think her very nearly the 
0008t agreeable woman I know. Yet I eould rank. her 
character under Jenny's. She has not her tenderness. 
There iB more locality in her fee1inge, and she it more taken 
up with her own view1I a.nd concems. but she i& more a.gre&­
able where both are 80 agreeable. 

I enjoyed my fortnight at Bath very much. Kitty 
(Wec;lg'a'ood] W&8 our houaekeeper. and a busy time she 
bad with us, for we were a pretty round party when we 
were joined by the Darwins. The more you ca.n penetrate 
through the reeerve of Kitty's character, tbe more you will 
see the beauty of it. Poor SambI W&8 a good de.l un­
hinged. by Henry Swinney's appearance among us. but 
now her troubles are at an end. I think she iB enjoying 
hereelf very much. J W&8 exoeedingly taken with Henry 
Swinney. there w .. IIOmethlng 80 good-natured, and simple, 
and un&ffected that J felt that it would be easy to love him, 
if I 8&W much cf him. He dined twice with WI, and went 
to every public place with the party whenever he could. 
1 advised Sa.rah to consider the matter well before she 
rejected him, as she certainly iB not happy in her preeent 
situation, and nothing C&D. alter that for the better except, 
it might be, ma.rri&ge. That I could 800 no objection to 
him but his youth. and that W&8 for her to oonsider. Kitty 
told ber tbe same thing. but her aD8Wet W&8 that she bad 
no hesitation whatever, her mind W&8 made up that they 
were every way unsuitable. Last night I bad .. letter 
from her wherein she t.e11e me that she had bad & letter 
from him which enabled her to put an end to tbe whole 
datt. and she teems much more comfortable. She was 
very nervous while this W&8 in agitation. She slept inside 
Caroline [Drewe's] and my room, and we t186d to curl oue 
hair together over the fire, and di8cU88 Mr Swinney. She 
waa very much p1eaaed we liked him 80 much, for ahe was 
continually OIICil1a.ting between her wi&b to be kind to him 

I 8an.h Wedgwood ..... u thea thirty-nine yean of age. 
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ud her fear of giving him false hopeIJ by 90 doing. But I 
dareeBoy you will have a much fuller &coount of these 
things from herself as I believe she writes to Jessie by this 
OODveyance. We all parted for our different homes on 
".l'bunday la.at. Mrs Darwin asked Charlotte to remain 
behind, and a8 1 lhought ahe would like it, and the little 
...nety she &ee8 here would make it deair&ble in point of 
improvement to her, I consented, 10 abe is now taking 
' ... ml of Miss Sharpo in singing and other lessons, draw­
_and dancing, and a high favourite she is with everybody. 
She begins now to talk. very agree.bly in company. All I 
am afraid is her preeent peace and repO&e being injured by 
Wing out that ahe is admired. There i.e at present 8Uab 

aD iDooDlp&r&ble repose in her appearance, that it would be 
• t.houaa.nd piliee it. 8bould be disturbed. 

Barry's laat 1ettcrl was dated. November loth tell him, 
and. I am very glad to find by it. tha.t biB hard studies do 
DOt 800m to have abated his spirit4J, and B8 to his wh.i8ker&, 
I beg he will not be une&8Y about them, &II he has found 
out that he may use burnt cork. 1 had rather hear that 
Jail head was upright on his shoulden than that his whiskers 
were • yard long. 

But to return to my journey. I took the Oxford mail 
from :Bath to Cirenoesi:er, and got to North Cerney to 
dinner. I was received very civilly by Mr Surlees; &8 to 
"Harriet her spirits 800m to me 80 quelled that there W&B no 
peat expreeeion of plea8ure, though I firmly believe ahe 
... &8 glad to see me as 8he could be. But I never IJ&W 

aaything 80 different &8 her manner is to that of my other 
~. She speaks 80 low and 90 slow. that 8be gives me 
quite the impreaaion of a person labouring under BOrne 
immed.io.te calamity, and yet I don't think: these are ber 
feelings, and we had BOme very comfortable conversation 
toptber. You all are the grand subjeote tbatintereet her, 
aDd. I think letten 800m to be the only oomfort of her life, 
for the aeeing her friends haa 80 much alloy with it, that I 

, Bany Wedpood .."aII ,tudying .t Geneva, boarding .."ith • 
family. 
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doubt whether it gives ber much p\ea.eure. I have promised 
to send her any letten of yoW'll that will do for circulation. 
Surtees was really &8 civil to me as he could be, yet I 
think him the most incomparably disagreeable mao I ever 
8&W, and we used to sit 90 loog after dinoer that I used to 
be ready to die of sleep. Neither sitting upright OOT look­
ing in the fire would keep me awake. 00 Monda.y I left 
them, and punuing my journey, sometimes in the public 
coaches and sometimes in hack chaises, I got home long 
before dinner. I had ra.ther go in a public coach a great 
deal, than in a hack chaise by myself, it is 80 cold and 
dismal; and ODe sometimes meets very odd characten in 
the coach, but one constantly runs the risk of having one's 
feelings jarred by incivility, which I think is the most 
disagreeable part of tb&t mode of travelling. I found it 
very dismal travelling alone, lying down in my clothes 
because I was to be called. at 5 next morning and knew 
nobody would be up to help me, getting up and sitting by 
the kitchen fire till it was time to go. All this with a 
companion would be matter of amusement, but a.looe it is 
rather dreary. I found my Elizabeth and her father quite 
well and glad to !166 me home aga.in, and my little boys 
well and in excellent spirits, but they !166m to me hardly 
grown at all. Erasmus Darwin is spending his bolida.ys bere. 
He is an inoffensive lad. Joa is very busy about schools, 
infirmaries, and those BOrt of things. H&rry 8&.18 you bave 
got a new lover. Give my love to him and to my dear Jess 
and Emma.. Fa.rewell, my Vf!frY dear Fanny, believe me 

Ever affectionately yOUJ'8, 

E. W. 

Emma Allen eo her niue Elizabdh Wedgwood. 

Gu:CV.f., J_. J4t1 [Ji18}. 

. . . I congratu1a.te you and all your party on the return 
of your blessed SUD among YOU,1 tho' there was no gloom 
in its a.bsence I ca.n fully feel the joy of its return, and 
rejoice with you in it with my whole heart. 

1 B_y'll return from Bath &lid North Cerney. 
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Mrs Grea.theo.d g&ve a. very pretty little ba.ll la.st week 
wbioh "808 thought very agreeable by all the dames, but 
for myseU I thought it rather too long, as I generally do in 
., quiesoont state, if my non-dancing English men fail me, 
which they did very much tha.t night. Think of my luck 
In the foot W8oy. ll'tlsolved on loorning to waltz, took my 
tint le880n on Xm&a Eve, and tha.t very day hurt the 
.we of my foot which haa kept me here ever since; 80nd I 
have not been able to walk: beyond church, and often with 
dif6culty there. So ends my ptollpect of becoming a 
waltur, and to tell you a secret I am afra.id there is some 
proepoot of gout before me, but for the world I must not 
wbUper that ugly name or the dream of our tender years 
WOQ).d vanish. I wish you had seen the Countess Zoutoff's 
tender manner when she found we were witbout parents. 
Her passion for Jessie is nearly 3S strong as ever, but Jessie 
beg&n two weeks ago to find it & bore, 80nd now he8ort.ily 
wiahes she would take herself off to Russia, and all inclina­
tion to be her companion is gone. On Jessie's and 
Fanny's return last night a little after 9 they found Sis­
mondi awaiting them with Madame Coutouly. Sismondi 
arpd us so strongly to give him an answer whether we 
would go with him or not next month into Italy that we 
engaged to make up our minds by the following Saturday. 
The letters we received from Englana l'8.ther encoura.ged 
our going, 80nd one from Joe from N80ples marked 90 

.t.rongly the enormous adv8onta.ge we should find in having 
8:lamondi our guide and protector from imposition in Italy, 
added to which,MnI Weld's seeing not the least impropriety 
in our a.ooepting his protection, 808 we were three, bad 
DelJly dooided us on going, but we thought first we might 
.. well 80u Madame Constant's opjnion, which I found 
oocaaion to do 80t Mrs Greatbead's ball. Her opinion was 
In fa.vour of it, but at the 8&me time asked my pennisaion 
to put it to her husba.nd;1 she did 90, 80nd two days after 

1 Hlmri Bmjami1f OOtVtcmt (born of a French Huguenot family at 

=~:,.in A~6Z-;dd~~~!l :tMO;f!;3't:hhlsll;:'~~lld&~~:: d! 
Stall), be was banished from FTanoe for denouncing Napoleon" 
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came bare with hiI opinion, .. biob " .. 10 far apm.t our 
going that we 1Fl"Ote immediately to Siamondi to give it up. 
Madame Conat&nt iI the only channing woman we flnt 
found here who baa retaJned her oharma, and in my eyes 
they are very much i.noreued by the ... t mt.I1Det in 
which me enterM into t.hiI bu.inell of OUb ... delic&t.e .ad 
00 IuD of leelina. Both J_ .... I felt ,ho gtring up tho 
I ta.lian &Cherne .. very greAt diat.ppointment. Aa to FIoODY 
one Df her wayward dig~ ".. Gn ber, and I beIien lIbo 
found it a. relief when the proapeot of being mut up with 
Sismondi for .. fortnight in .. carriage "IUI remand, but 
Jeeeie felt thed1-.ppointmeot of this,her favomite ICbeme, 
80 much that at ftnt I .,.. dispoeed to feel ... much lor her 
in being obliged to pe it up aa for him. However, by good 
fortune, she .. u engaged that night to .. ball and IIDPper 
"here she had more dancing and merrier dancing than any 
she has had before at Gfteva • .nd Silmondi and the Italian 
scheme W&8 quite forgotten till the nut morning. "hen 
be came with the bope of changing our purpoee, bot in 
vain. Now Jeeaie h ... di300vered the report of her goiDg 
to many him is strong enough to make her dialike the 
idea of going with him, and DOW me is .. little afrakl he 
will manage to get lOme married lady to join our party 
and we shan have DO' eXOQ86 lor Dot going with him. He 
ill the kindest, beat, tenderest woo in the world, hut for a 
lover, heaven defend him &om tldnkiDg of it. I hardly 
ever 8&W anyone leal ca1cula.Wd to ucdte the teoder ptaion 
than himaelf. To do him juatioe, h~. he • far &om 
profeasing the lover ; indeed biB profeelio~ are aU apiDlt 
it, but I often doubt whether bie feelings are. Hia ansiety 
for OUI' going with him may be .n the want of eociety. 
which he feels particula.dy .. t Peeci& and therefore i. eageT 
to get us them to help him ont with u nine month.' ..wt 
to hill mother. An EnaJiahman with half hie store of mind 
would feel bimaeU tolerably independent of aoclet.y. but 
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wttb him it is .. want that he is wre~hed without; be goea 
mlo it, ia looked cold on, or fancies he is looked cold on, 
aocl ret1Jl'M home in a. miserable state of dejection, but still 
.,.. if be h808 an invitation next day. 

Silmondi triea to persuade us we are very much neg· 
IIGt.ed here. I cannot for my life think it. We were at two 
1JaIIa Jut week, and b&ve two or three invitations before U8 

tWI week; they are more than I am d.ispoaed to a.c<lept, 
aDd quite enough to prevent the suspicion of neglect; 
OODIidering we give nothing in return, I think great favour 
II lbewn us. The ga.Y6et thing we have before WI is the 
Prince of Mecklenburg's ball, which is to take pI&.00 on 
Tueed&y, the 28th; eight hundred people are wed, to 
Rom he is to give .. supper, &Jld his father requesta him 
to apare DO expense in the business. Young Monod is one 
01 hie tea.chel'8 a.nd to him I fancy we owe our invit&tiOD. 

Notwithstanding all you bye heard of the charming 
people here, there is not ODe who will make me regret 
Geneva flO much &8 our Ha.l.1 He ia almost as kind and 
aleotionate to us &8 you could be youneU, and we abaU 
.... his beaming face and gay spirits appearing among us 
fInIt"! vacant moment. I wi!h you could IlOO him when he 
mounts the stairs to inform us of an invitation to a ball. I 
have not room to tell you now how much the agreeable 
parle of his character are improved, he ia 80 aociable and 
10 gay that he's aure of being a Cavourite tbrough life ... 

AI,., Jonah Wt.dgwood to ,w. ,ilkr EmtM ..ilkft-. 

ETlltlBU., Jo-. 21" [181&]. 

I have not yet thanked you individua.lly, dearest Emma, 
b the intereeting letter I got from you whilat I was at 
CWtenbam. It was very well it came there. for we wanted 
...-.ement cruelly there. and did not find it 80 eaay to get 
b .... o IOciety there .. you have done at Geneva.. Not but 
we were very oom1ort&ble among oune1ves. but that we 
ooDld h&ve been a.t home. I think I told you that we met 

1 HarTY Wedgwood. theirlnephe .... , 
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Henry Swinney at Bath and bow muoh I liked him. 
When I lelt Bath he had not declared himself, but he did 
80 the day after by letter, and Sarah's anawer was as 
decisive and $8 kind as she could make it. I think she was 
very wise to reject him on the score of age, if she bad no 
other objection. for ten years is a fearful difference on the 
wrong side. I don't know whether Fanny [Allen] is right 
in ber estimate of William Clifford's scntiments with respect 
to herself, but if be ill tbe man to make her happy, most 
ardently should I de&lre the connection. How charming 
the frank~hearted manner in which she speake of him in 
her laat. There is something very deligbtful in tbe twa' of 
her character. A word of affection or commendation from 
her is pure gold, lor which reason I am so plea.&ed at the 
favourable report she makes of my Hal's improvements. 
I know she would not DY 80 "boo&uge she thought it 
would please me," as the poor Collier did to my father, but 
if she could not commend, she would say nothing. I 
intrea.t you, among the ptti~/!6 moralu, to make him hold 
up hill head, or else it must be terribly in the way of bis 
waltzing partner. We have been &0 quiet since I came 

. home tbat I have few annals to give you. We have indeed 
been asked out six or seven times. but I began by refuaing, 
because I would not leave my boys for tbe remainder of 
the holidays, and I was very glad of being under the neces­
sity of keeping up my consistency. We &re expecting 
the Cid1 and family on Wednesday to stay two or three 
days. 1 WTote to ask tbe 1t1acka to moot them, but tbe 
Knight is at Dropmore, and Kitty cannot yet give me a. 
decisive an.swer, whether she can come or not .. 

Mrs JQ&i4h Wtdgwood to her lister Fanny AUell. 

JfIftfI,MJ 30CA (1816J . 

. . . I am glad you have decided against going to Italy 
witb Sismondi, not beca.uae I IlOO any impropriety in it, but 
because I should not have liked your being 110 much farther 

I Sydney Smith. 
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011. But if M. Constant is against it, it is decisive. &8 men 
are alwaYI' better judges than women, and he is besides (&8 
&be 8miiha tell me) a very sensible ma.n. The Smiths came 
bile on Wednesday to dinner from Mr Philipps's of Man­
obeII&er. Mrs Sydney, Saba, Emily, Douglas, and 8. sweet 
IafaDt of two years old. called Windh8.m, in their own chaise, 
• .., good-looking affa.ir that Sydney bought last year in 
LoDdon for £70. The Cid himself e&me in the coach. We 
bad DO company to meet them on W edneeda.y. but on 
ftar.l&y I asked the three girl Caldwells. who stayed with 
.. till Sunday, and very much they enjoyed their visit. 
You would be surprised to bear how little liteTary our con­
.,.,..,tion was. I don't think we talked of any book but 
JU,ocIa, which is a. novel by Mise Jackson, very good, but 
which I thought the Cid overpra.iaed. He was in very 
hiIh fooling every day but the last, when, whether he was 
made flat by the departure of his three great admirers, 
or whether he was vexed. by BOrne letters he reooived. I 
doo't know, but he was silent and walking up and down 
the room a great part of the evening. We got him to 
read prayers and a. 8erIDon in the afternoon. The sermon 
.... one he had preached. at Sedgeley, it was aga.inst envy, 
&lid very good. He recovered his spirit:e next morning 
"hen Elizabeth and I walked to Newcastle and sa.w him 
c1epart in & Birmingham cosch. They go to Bath to see 
Ida father. Mrs Sydney and ber children stay there two 
.mths, Sydney I suppose 88 sbort a time as his filis.l piety 
wID allow, 8lI he hates Bath morta.lly. a.nd loves London 
tpiritually. I thought the Cid looked better than when I 
... him last, but he gets fat. Mrs Sydney is both younger 
_ handsomer than she W&8 when here la.st. More good­
hmoured she could not be. Saba is grown a very genteel 

: ... and seems perfectly good-humoured. and u.mi.a.ble, but, 
:JIb Fanny Waddington,! is 80 educated that a.ll nature is 
-.me, answering every word you say with a sweet undia-
4Inguishing smile that says nothing. She must be clever 
from her parentage, hut it is impossible to find it out through 

1 AIterwardi Mille de Bunsen. 
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aU the teaching abe hae bad. Dougl&a ia to go to .chool in 
about two years, but it ia high time be waa there already. 
He iI too much brought forward and groW'S oonceited. and 
arrogant. Emily is .. very pleasing little girl and very 
clevei'. We bd. not much politioe either. Sydney aeema 
to think the Whigs' oaae hopeleu. and speab very gaUy of 
bia narrow oireum8tances; but be will never be diatre8eed. 
He baa too strong .. mind not to act up to cirotuna:tances. 
and be ia too wille to poi80n the happinCM in biB power by 
outnuwing hia income. It is ea.ey to see th&t be is .. rational 
and strict economist. He takea things very quietly. He 
daM not like the Bourbons, but be tbinb it is OOt18 they 
.hould. be on the throne or Fran08 than Buonaparte, and he 
thinkl tbe &ending Buonaparte to St Helena the best thing 
that oould have been done. To have kept him safely in 
England would have been impoeeibJe and he would have 
made dilturbanoea. This week Parliament opene, and the 
opposition intend to divide against the minister. Ma.ckin­
toeh's furniture is sold, but not the houee. I expect &orne 
of hia great friend! will give him an invitation to their bouses 
in town, but Sydney 6&Ys DO,-now tbat it would be 8. real 
accommodation it would be againat. aU rule. Kitty, I 
expect. here, uui I hope ahe willatay long enough to make 
it. an aooommodation, whicb by abutting up Weedon Lodge 
it JJliBbt be. I shAll be very sorry to miM Mackintoeh but I 
don't expect be will ever come here. 

There haa been a very great sensation here from the 
failure of Ro9000'S Dank at Liverpool and Mr Eyton'. at 
Shrewsbury. The county ia certainly v., much diatreesed 
at. tb.i.e time. The farmers are ruined. and tbey have not 
ta.ken advantage of the years of plent.y tbey have bad. but. 
have lived upon the Cat of the land, and they have IllCareely 
any of tbem made any proviaion for this preaeure. England 
will pay de&r enough for putting Lou. upon the throne of 
Frr.noe in the end. 

1 am lOrry to think that my little boys willle&ve U8 on 
the lOth. They have boon 80 amia.ble theM holidays that 
they wiU make u.e regret their loea very much, not a eir:igJe 



........ 1') Kitty M ackinlcsh at M aeT 93 

... with NCb otber has occurred. and I trust their tempen 
wID be .. exoellent as BOrne of their predeoeuon·. 

Bow grateful to me, my dO&l'e8t. Fanny. was the proof of 
.,., ooofidence you gave me in your last. I should hardly 
...... anybody good enough for you. but from your and 
-I ....... and Emm&'s opinion I think higher of William 
alford than aim08t anybOOy else, aDd should rejojce, if he 
were * man, to bear of his croesing tbe Alps. Poor Si&­
JDGDdi I though if he finds any married lady as you BOOm to 
tIdak be will do, I C&nnot think. why you cannot then go 
1ri* him, &8 tben the only objection will be obviated. 1 
...,. M. Constant for being so staunch in his opinion. A 
...... wbo will give advice that he knows i.s unpalatable is, 
IDlOme occaaions. invalua.ble. I peroeive by Emma.'sletter 
tiaalyou nevor give any parties, whioh is very well, but on 
... away would it not be a pretty thing to give one just 
.. an acknowledgement to your friends 1 

Mr6 Joaiah Wedgwood to her 6i8ter Emma AUen. 

ErROlW., Peb. 24'. [1816] • 

. . . Kitty [Maokintosh] and ber two girls came here on 
Ilooday 8f)'nnight a.nd very comfortable we have been ~ 
ptber ever sinoo. I hope and believe they will sta.y ulong 
.. Mackintosh stays in town. and that I suppose will be for 
&he .-ion. He writes very often to Kitty and his letten! 
are journalwise. 80 that we know every day what he is doing. 
Be went first of all into lodgings, but Lord Holland b88 
IIkeci him to his house and he is now there. I suppose you 
kDowthat Lord Holland is in Bobus'Sl house in Bavile Row . 
•. _,.. that it is impossible to know how a.miable Lord H. 
II without being in the house with him. M. 800DlS to com­
..... & good deal of nervowm088. He eooms to keep hia 
_ haun, &nd eats hia chioken alone whenever he ill not 
weD enough to join the party. He seee to bed at 12 and 
.... )"8 linda a supper laid fO'r him at an early hour, though 

...;.; ~bhl~' !~~~~r::ro~tui~ elder brother; biA child-name 
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they do not go to bed till three or four o'clock. Every 
evening there is 8. collection of distinguished men a.nd agree­
able women to be found there after the play and opera., and I 
think it must be the pleu&nt:est hoWle to visit at in London. 
Mackintosh has spoken once upon the subject of the treaties, 
but the debaw WItoS long, and the Morning CMOfI.icle ga-va 
6C&roely &ny report of it. He W&8 not however satiafied with 
it himself, but he is too fastidious, a.a well to himself &8 to 
everyone else. Horner's speech on the same side 800ms to 
have gained great appia1Ule. I don't suppooe the hietory 
goes on at preeent, but Fanny [Mackintosh) is copying 80me 
of the originallette1'8 of Prince Eugene from the Marlborough 
Pape1'8, and Kitty and she are' very busy every morning 
transla.ting BOmething for Ma.ckintaili. Kitty's spirits and 
health are excellent, and there is 80 much life 80nd origin­
ality in her conversation that her HOCiety is & grea.t pleasure 
to us. We sit together aU the evening, and the mornings I 
am not sorry to have at my own dispo&al. She has got a 
very decent manservant here and her little bones. She says 
they do very well for saddle-horses, but we bave Dot been 
tempted by the weather to try them yet; I shall, however, 
soon. Meantime we make them pay for their keep by using 
them instead of hiring posters when we want to go out. I 
never saw two 8uch grave girll,&8 the two Mackintoshes, but 
I think them both olever. Fanny [Maokintosh, aged 16] 
seems to bave & very olear head. and a great deal of infor,ma­
tion very clearly &ITanged. She ia a furious politician, &8 is 
likely, but I am not clear whether she is aware of the dis­
tinction that everybody ought to feel between pa.trioti!!m 
and party spirit, Kitty is veJtY kind and indulgent to them, 
but she hae not accustomed them to prompt obedienoe .. 

I don't wonder at your feeling 80 much the departure of 
the good and amiable Sismondi. It ia not possible to witb­
hold one's afiection from such a man &8 that, if he were &s 
ugly &8 the Beast in the old tale, You have already had eo 
many agreeable resultS from your determination. that you 
bave good reasons to trust to this, and go on cheerfully down 
the stream of life plucking all the fiowel1l that lie in lOur 
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.,. wit.bout being anxiOU8 to know whether you han fallen 
tIpOD the Dlost favourable current ..•. 

&"""" AUen '0 her Nter Mrs J08kJ.h Wedgwood. 

Qu .. rmo N.uONI. FI.oUlCC&. ll __ 19u. [ISl8}. 

•.• You will be alro06t &I much aurprieed by the date of 
.,.IMier &81 am to find myself here. It appea.n to be very 
__ like a drea.m, but 1 muat tell you bow it came to p&88. 

Ak the flatne&il of Sismondi's dept.rtu.re .nd with feelings 
of.s.pair about ever acoomplishing our journey into Italy, 
-*' _t during the year he was there, we put our na.mel 
.... with a voiturier for oompany into Italy this spring. 
IIMItlOOner tht.n we expected a t70Uuritr. by name POpulUl, 
.... recommended to us for the care he took of la.diea, 
~ to oonvey WI to Florence with a Mr Cunningham, a 
JIIIUDI man about your Joe's age. of very reepectable char-­
.... and good manners, who also took an old l16rVant with 
Idm. who might be of servioe to us, as he apoke aJl the 
....... We oollllult.6d our friends, the Welds. on this 
.... .00 they thought it too good an opportunity for us Dot 
to tAb advant&ge of. Wo were therefore introduced to our 
~ ch ~e. whom we fOllDd out to be a nephew 
1II)In Dugald Stewe.rt's and brother of Lady Aahburnham. 
W. were much plea.eed with his manners, which &re rema.rk­
aWy pntle and polished, and tho' he is thought very hand­
..... and in two yean' time oome8 into poue6IIion of 88veral 
~ • year. we agreed to go with him. fe&rleBs of &I1y 
.-...IaJ attaching to our doing 60. for when it was known 
..... be was only of t.he age of our nephew, it oouldn't be 
~ we had any deeigrul of marrying him. We asreed 
.... ore with PopulW:l to take us to Florenoo for .£44, feoding 
... lodging us all the way except a.t those toWDI where we 
... to stop for our own pleasure. and there we were to pay 
II franoe a day for him and lUI horeee. 

OIl M.onday the 26th of Februa.ry we left Geneva. in a 
«1Mb and six good hol'8e8. Our Harry. with a aociableneBII 
tMt. to much reminded me of hie mother, got up at. IS to send 
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QI on our way. tho' be bad • walk of 2 mile. back to tAke 
through the rain. Hie eociabJeneM .00 frankDeet a.re two 
of hie qualities that I delichi in. I wiab it oould ban been 
oonaiatent with hja eciooatioD for him to have take tb.iB 
journey with us; how be would han enjoyed it. I nall 
not a.ttempt to delCribe to you tbe beaut.iea of towna and 
oountriee thAt we bave II88Q. on our w.y. beoaUlle you do not 
deligbt in deecription nor I in dNCribm, •• uffioe it therefore 
to lI&y tha.t we three t.Dd our bndIome young gentleman 
took tbe route of Mouut Cenia. which we croeeed. 00 tbe 6th 
day after leaving Geneva. BoOll&parto'. road. Mer it w a. 
capital one, 10 little .teep that hc:ne8 mlght trot dOW'D any 
part of it. yet it winde you by tbe lide of the moat. tnmen­
dou.a precipioea and over the topa of lOme of the highett 
mountains. Bot for yotul &nd my diIItMte for deecription, 
1 oould give you • beautiful one of thiI country from 8 .. 
to Turin. That capital appea.red very handsome to UI on 
flrat entering, but ita uceeei:ve f'eIUlarity at ta.t becr.me 
tlreeome. We remained from Saturday till Tueaday. which 
time 'We employed in running about to tee LIIe clIurohee, 
pa1aoee. &c.; and here "'&8 the tint place we diaoovend what 
.. beauty we were travelling with, for eYer,. maD and 'IJOman 
turned round to look at him. and Ilia OODICiou and alay look 
amUied me very mucb. At tbe Cathednl. where the royal 
family were At Maae, we beard. the 8nelt muic r-ible; the 
King looked good·n&tured and fooliah, II Dot popular, but 
tbe firet; thing he did ... to abo1iah torture. At Milan we 
found a. moet delightful1etter from 8iamond.i weioomiDg our 
coming into Italy, wbich auured UI of 6.nding nch friends 
in it in himeelf, hie mother and iii., and expn!IIII8d 10 mach 
joy at the thoughts of asain meeting UI, that. thiI frieDdJy 
letter rejoiced ua all. In the world we oould hardly ban 
found. more thoughtful. kiDd and acm.e friend than he bas 
been to 08. 

Moden& Ie a very driking town on fbwt entering, from ita 
b.t.ndeome gAteWay, broad 1It1'eeU, and gaily painted h01l8M, 
but. nothing loot. gAy or alive in the ltreetAI of Italian towns ; 
the men you eee there look 10 ahabby, and women •• you 
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IaMdly ever lee any. The day after. we got to Bologna. 
1!pOD the "bole the mOlt Temarkable town we have seen yet. 
Jlere tnt reated two days; sent a letter to a M. Mezzofanti.1 

prote.or at the Uruversity, who came to us and gave UB a 
.... of the things worth seeing and his oompany, which was 
wort.b .. great deal. Of Florence 1 clI.nnot tell you much 
,... .. I have oruy been out once at the gallery. Owing to 
-...,ondi. Madame de Sta.61 had been on the look-oul; for U8, 

... \be Ducbesa de Broglie' called the morning after our """.t. gave U8 a geneTal invitation to her mother's for 
",.., evening, lind a particulaT one to introduce us to the 
lady of. the RUB8lan ambassador, and to 8B much of the 
I'ioreotine aooiety &8 we pleased. Albertine had no longer 
... London &aUey Mannen but they were simple and she 
... almost kind to UB. The next evening Jei8ie and Fanny 
.. t to ber bouse, and Bhe took them with her to tbe 
RuIian ambassador's and introduced them to & great 
DUllbe!' of foreign nobility, 8.11 well &8 English, with which 
JIoruoe is at this time fined, Lord Burgbersb, tbe Englillh 
.. buMdor, Lord A. HlI.milton and several otbers. Fanny 
wa.lteed &W&y with great spirit with two Italian noblemen. 
J-'e bad not courage for that but remained the chief of the 
....mg on the arm of Madame de StMl. I make my fi.rIIt 
IIppe&ranoo in the Florentine world to-morrow at Madame 
de 8ta61'1I. By tb&t time 1 hope Sismondi will be anived. 
BlI anxiety about U8 made him write two of the kindest 
.,.... in the world to prevent our fooling forlorn on firtt 
IOmiDg here. You may guesa, 8.8 we did, that Madame de 
lItea's active attentiollll to us have been owing to mOl. he 
II. anxiou8 to give U8 what he oon8iden the best thing in 
... world. society. He and bill mother and sister ha.ve been 
aNdy on the look-out for a hou., or lodgings that we 

1 Mauofanti (born 1774, died 18(9). afterwards Cardinal and 

::r:o~!:! V~O~bJ:r~an .:~~info~~i. RB~-: 
..a.d hl:m .. a 'lfalkin« polyglot, a mODlter of l~ and Briareua ::&-:: of .peech." "'Ita amUled people in Ireland by being able to .....!.DfliIh with the brogue to his bOlt. ... ",en .. Eree to the 

• £Jbertine, daughter of Madame de St*ll. 
Yot.. L 
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IIbould like .t Pescia., but they will not decide till we a.rrive. 
but he a.ppe&1'8 to insist that we should put ounelvee under 
their direction. This i.e not exactly the year to come out of 
Engla.nd for cbea.pness. He ooll8 UII Bot Pescia., a.nd we heard 
the sarne on the road, tha.t a.ll the e.rticles of life in them a.re 
double their usual prioo. A bad harvest a.nd Murat's armies 
were tho causes 888igned.. Sismondi comes here immedi~ 
ately a.nd remains about ten da.ys with M&dame de StatU, 
then takes us back with him to Peeoia .. 
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CRAPIER VII 

1816 

'I'IIB CIriai. in Davilon'. Bank-Ita failure averted-The 10M of the 
John Wedpoodl' foriun&-Their move to Betley. 

b the summer of 1816 a crisis occurred in the fortunee 
01 the John Wedgwooda. Davison's Bank, in which he W8.8 

~:& ~:r:pr:~~l~ =!i:en~ =g':do:tb=;o~~ 
He had sunk nearly the whole of his property in the ooncarn. 

Mrs John We.dgwoM to her br~,.-in-law Jonah 
Wolgux>od. 

)(y DJUR Jos, (LoNDON1 • ..4t1ft'" 14 (18J6]. 

I have no doubt tht John ha.s thanked you (or 
your Jetter of the loth, but I am anxious to add my thanks 
&0 his. for what was indeed a type of yourself, in its wisdom 
aad k:iJJdne88. I can also give you the only reward in my 
power (but which you will not think trifling), in the assllr­
~ tb&t poor John baa found considerable relief in acting 
GIl your advice. He had last rught a quiet comfortable 
Dight. a.nd awakened to-day refreflhed and with quiet nerves. 
The oonfidenoe you urged bim to make to me and the 
children waa indeed suspected by me long, tho' I helieve it 
waa proved by the immediate shock it gAVe me that I had 
t.red more tbn expected it. All my four children have 
Dome it as I could have wished them, with entire resignation 
U the blow dOO6 fall on us, and with renewed tenderne88 to 
their father and myself. Tom I mention pa.rti.cularly, 
because he ha.s hitherto seen life more in its holida.y dress 
tban tbe refit, but who. I am convinced, will concur without 
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a moment '8 hesitation in every regula.tion of economy it 
may be Decee&80ry to adopt. How poor John baa been able 
to endure as well &8 he bas, what has been hie lot for the 
laat few months, I ea.nnot tell, but I have the comfort of 
thinking that his health is not hurt by it, and for the future, 
wha.tever may betide U8, I am sure his load wiD be the 
lighter for our participation. If reserve were not incurable, 
I should hope he would lOBe the habit of being 80 from 
his leote sufferings, and the relief I am sure he has had from 
opening his mind; at the same time I must bear testimony 
to the beauty of his temper, which with such a load on his 
heart b&8 neveI' for 1m instant been betrayed into the 
slightest irritation, nor indeed bas it made him withdraw 
from general sympathy in whAt W&8 happening round him. 

Yesterday was a dAy of dreadfnJ anxiety to U8, but 
towatds the evening money. in the course of bns.i.ness, 
80wed in. and wben they shut shop their spirits were a 
good. deal revived. This however is only tempor&.ry, a.nd 
I will keep this open to tell you the result of to-day: if we 
are at last to fall, I grieve OVeT theae delaya, but I am 
anxious to S88ure you, a.nd my dear a.nd anxious Bessy, 
that all OUl' spirits &re suffering muoh lese than you may 
ime.gine them to do. The idea of ruin baa 80 often been 
present to my nnnd, that it oomes at last without a shock. 
Indeed a chance call from Mr Parke yerrteniay presen~ 
UB with schemes as a resource for our future life, if the wont 
bebJ.1s us. His daughter is now at Boulogne, where the 
houses &lld articles of life &re 80 cheap tb&t I don't know 
th&t we could do bette!- than in going there. One of its 
greatest advantages is the e&8e and cheapne88 of getting 
there. It ia not 80 far as Exeter from henoo, and then, my 
dee.r J06, I should not feel as if I was going to quit you for 
ever, 80S I am sure our best friendil would not fail to eeek us 
out. Sometim611 the eociety of my friends iii dearer to me 
~I than gold, yea, than much fine gold," therefore, I will not 
if I can help it, go beyond their reacb. Till poet-time 
farewell. 

To-morrow will seal our doom either for good or for bad. 
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Mrs Jonah W~ to he,. ,mtefs. 

{LoNDON} 22 A"9"". 1816. 

1 am now at liberty, my dear gi11s, to tell you the true 
nuon of my ooming up to town in this violent hurry. 
Secrecy is no longer necessary, &8 last night the whole 
aftain here were transferred to Coutts's. This is no longer 
• Bank, but all the old customers are referred to Coutts. 
It is a. most desirable arrangement to this hOWIe, which 
mUlt otherwise have stopt. Your baJanoo and everybody 
_'s is now at Coutts's, and everybody must be very glad. 
to find their money there. If this had. not happened they 
mm have stopt this week, though they had property 
aough to pay 4.08. in the pound, but there was no time. 
They therefore laid their whole accounts open to Coutts's 
lawyers, who verified everything with the most scrupulous 
euctnesa, and this whole week h808 been passed in the 
different negotiations, and in a state of anxiety on our 
pMts difficult to describe. The definitive deeds were not 
Iipled till 4. o'clock this moming, and the partners of both 
booae8 were here up all night; and several times during the 
investigation they were noo.rly oft. Thank God however it 
ill now settled, and will be announced in to-morrow's 
papers. 

J08 and I came up last Friday sennight upon hearing 
,hat the Bank could not go on another day. We travelled 
nearly &11 night and got here to bre&kiaat. Our design 
..... to bring Jenny and her children all down to Etruri&. 
We found them, all but John, very much distressed, and he 
1fa8 very fum. We had. no hope, and I waa only here to 
enable Jenny to support the shock when it came. Mr 
VlUI'd thought of this &cherne, and it waa proposed to Sit 
W. Paston's ba.n.k, who declined.. It was then offered to 
CouttB's, who from their being above all fear of a ron were 
induced to take it, and they suppose they will get 3 or 4.000 
a ye.r by it. We bve boon like drowning per800s rescued 
from death. The Ba.nk now finishes in a.n honourable wa.y 
at least. and all the horrors of bankruptcy a.re eecaped. 
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This Wl\8 the thing that affected Jenny and Sally moat, and 
they feel themselves quite in bigh spirits to-day, at baving 
escaped; s.nd rOT my own pm I feel just the sa.me. I will 
enter upon another sheet because I think you had 80 much 
rather pay a little more than have this interesting subject 
curtailed. We were obliged to be very cautious all the 
week, for if a breath of suspicion had gone out while it was 
pending, there would have been a. run, and a.ll would have 
been over. Happily dear Jenny's health hl\8 stood it 
wonderfully. The circular letters all go out to-morrow, 
and we are going to dine upon a haunch of venison from 
Dr Darwin, and on Tuesday we all go out of town in our 
gimcrack for Etruria, and I trust we never sha.ll spend 80 

&IUious and unhappy a week l\8 the last. I took Jenny out 
to Hampton Court yesterday, as well to be out of the way 
l\8 to see the Philippsea. We had a delightful drive, and 
dear Jenny's elastic spirits rose to a very pleasant pitch. 
It is wondcdul to see the compOBure with which they all 
boor the wreck of their fortunes, now they are secure of 
not being in the Gazette. That evil appeared 80 enormous, 
that everything else is thought light in the oompa.rison. 
They will now stay with us till some arrangement can be 
made as to their future plans .. 

John wa.s largely helped in his diflicu1ties by his brother 
J08, his sisters Kitty and Sa.rah, and his brother-in-law, 
Dr Darwin. It was soon after this time that their friend 
Mr ToIlet let them have a small house at Betley at a low 
rent, for the pleasure of their society, and also to be of 
service to them in their cha.nged fortunes. Bessy mentions 
his grea.t kindness to Jane with enthusiasm. "I almost 

fu~r:~El)i:!~~i\~ ~:~~ge!~=~;~~! ~~~u: 
ono house. This was a pleasure to both families and a. great 
delight to Bessy to have ber beloved sister 80 near her. 



""J 103 

CRAPrER VIII 

1817 

11M Allen uteri •• Piaa--Caroline Dt1Iw. and h~ fam..iQ"-8 .... 

=i~~ft=i.l~'A~:OJal~~r:~ 

:-~~O~ l~;:w~:e:Wa: =.O~~mil~l&~:~ 
=.dIl:t~od:~J:!~~!:::'SG::~(:~:: 
lin. Algernon L&ngton a.nd Lady Ald6l1lOn) were in the fint 
'bloom of their youth, Marianne a. bC&uty and Georgina very 
pquante and a.ttractive. Jeesie. Emma., and F&n.ny Allen 
were alto 8t4ying there to be a 8Upport and belp to their 
*'or, Mrs Drewe. 

Emma Allen 10 la6 nieee Elizabdla. W t.dgwood. 

PlU, Ja., 1811 [18l7] • 

. . Dear William Clifford hae been with UI during theiut 
Ib:: weeki, and has shewn himself eo inexpreesibly a.mia.ble 
$hat every individUAl of our party ie to-day in moUt'tling 
few hiB lou. At firBt be wished to preva.il on U8 to ohange 
OQJ' qua.rten for Rome, but he had too muoh feeling to wish 
to eoUce ua from Ca.roline [Drewe] a.t preeent. Here there­
fore he uyed, for the sake of the company that I believe 
he likee best. in the world; and would b&V6 stAyed among 
it longer I if he did not consider it ae .. duty to return lOOn 

to England. You know how highly I alway. thought of 
hiI understanding and ehant.ct.er. Now tbey are OOIlIIidor­
.bly ra.it.ed in my opinion. Ria judgment il excellent on 
every point, and 1 know no one whom it is eo utisfactory 
to mllCU88 • subject with as him, he is always 80 right and 



104 A Cemu", oj F.",Uy Lel/.ers [ ...... vm 

., gentle. He enten into all our feelinp 10 ardently that 
1 do feel him .. very prec.ioua friend, and I wish to God hill 
better health wou.ld. m&ke me feel more eecmre of him. He 
was eo unhappy when be thought of le.ving WI about a. 
fortnight ago by himaelf. that we proposed going over with 
him to Pe&cia, to soe if Siamondi wae inclined to travel 
with him to Rome. Siamoncli wa8 very glad of the offer. 
but it was no 1JOOIleJ' aooepted tban Wi.lli&m cwtord a.p­
peared to sutler eo much from ehynees. that I think be 
repented he had made it. 

We hoped the laet day of hia etay with WI ahollld. have 
been a. mug one, &oDd to our ra.mily dinne£ only M:.jor 
langton, Siamondi, .ud. W. C1i8ord W~ invited. But we 
had. not riaen frQm it before two profeM0J"8 and a friend of 
theirs were announood. One W88 .. decent man, Santi by 
n&lDe, who Wall 8&t.i1lfiod with a visit of an hour long. But 
the other two remained tilll2, during which time the Italian 
and patience of the whole party wae spent. Siamondi went 
up to the mad profeeaor and told him. &II it was very dUlicult 
for the ladies JOBBer to support a conversation in .. strange 
language, they must introduce some plays to AmW18 them. 
He would not take this as .. hint to be gone. tho' it appeared 
to WI broad enough, but entered with veat spirit into 
magical music and blind-man'a-buff. wbicb 06Il88d our 
provoked feeling. to vent themeelvea in lOme hearty tita of 
laughter. To see our mad a.o.d melancholy men eo .mouely 
engaged to c.tch the young ladies made • mOfJt ludicrous 
8CeD.e. From Major Langton'al 10Dg tmnB it WM almost 
impossible to escape, and the priest made such an inhuma.n 
growl that when he ca.me near me. it bad 80mething of the 
effect of horror and faeciDation. He is now looking over my 
ahoulder, and if he could read what I am writing, be would . 
This dreadful man promiaee to visit 118 every d&y foF the 
next three months, &nd Jeee;U, and Fanny will Dot agree to 
ahut the doora aga.inat him, beot.uee of the help he may give 
them in ItBtlian. 

I Major Langton ,.. .. to iall that when he w .. in a orowd in 
8t. Peter'. tbe Gendann. ordered him to 1M dow .. UUnkiDg.,he 
mtwt be .tanding OQ aomething. 
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Kajor Langton haa now been ~ pe,."w. during the 1Mt 
.... ih. hill spiritll are 110 improved that he has grown in 
",'YOW' with the whole party. I think. he is attached to 
If,Irianne.1 but I am not sure ~ it ill however at pre&ent &n 

MMehment that does not sadden him. and I wish it never 
.. .,. He haa many 80hemes Boating in his head of getting 
tato the Church or getting a consulship. If he could realize 
... schemes. or r&ther one of them. I think. Marianne 
wovJd not be cruel. His affection to her and her sisters • 
.ad uOONive tenderne68 to the invalids. must win its way 
iato her he&rt. Mr Leonard Homer is also one of our 
IOCIiable evening men; he comes in to refresh himself for an 
Jaour or two after the nursing of hill brother, but always _1I1'IlII by ten. at which hour Francil Horner goes to bed. 
Be hu a very good. voice and lUngs very agreeably with 
t.he sUls. or the Scotch songl by himself. 

The lollowing letter is from Sarah. JOIIiah Wedgwood'l!I 
JOWliest IUlter. Her nature W&I! a difficult one. She W&I! 

'ffIr! aensi.tive and very rigid. &nd h!ttdstrong views on &1l sub­
jeot., eepeci&llyonoonduct-heroWD 68 weJl68 other people's. 

&rah WfJdgwoocllo Jurie .4lltn. 

){y DUB JUSIlt. ETR1Jti.f... PelJ. 26 (18111. 

Reading lOme old letters ol you.rs the other day 
"YO me a.n inclination to write to you. On the other ha.nd 
1 had never since 1 was born had less to 8&y to you; tho 
Jut, four months have pa.as.ed more entirely without incident 
of any kind than I could have thought it possible lor 10 

L.g a sp&OO ol time to do, and tbe lour to como seem likely 
to be aa little variegated. 

I need 8&y nothing to the chief part of the contents 01 
JOIlr letter, &.II you bve heMd that John (Wedgwood] &nd 
~8IlI!J have given up the thoughte of going abroad, and a.re 
.ua to pla.oe themae1vee where you had plaood them in 

~a{:r 1~Sh6~: 1~2k J~~=: ~ o~~tilld~ 
..... t;Langton. 
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YOW' wi,hee. The Betley IICheme ill in aU our opinions 
& very exoellent one, and it ill very agreeable to their own 
feeJinge; if you III&W the oheerfulneee of ..u that family you 
would set your mind very muoh at e&8I!I about them. We 
&ftI in great hope8 that their income will not be much 
diminished by the late change, and then certainly it will be 
a most happy thing for John and Jane to be rid of an 
anxiety which baa embittered their life for many yean, 
particularly John's. He seems a much happier penon than 
he wu. even now before his aHairs are fully settled; 80 
don't torment youmelf Ally more on their aooount. 

You ueed me very cruelly in saying you had. a great. deal 
that was interestiug to tell me, and then not saying a word 
on any subject that ... intereeting, except. about Mr W. 
Clifford. On that subject I hardly know myself what 
I wish; ye& I do, I wish that that might be which you .y 
will not; but if wishes had any power in tbeee no-fairy 
days, I should be very mDch afraid to wish thi,; for, 
ohanning as Mr W. O. is, I think the happineaa of hie wife 
would alway. be a very doubtful thing. I feel much lees 
doubt about the chance that M. SiBmondi's wife would have 
of being happy, and I do hope you have not been influenced 
in refusing flO to be, by any reMOD8 but wise ones. By 
unwise re&8OD8, I mean the fear of John Allen'. expreesive 
eye when you preaent his brother-in-law to him, and IUCh 
little feelings, which I know you would find it diflieult to 
shake off, and which it would be a thouand pities that you 
should attend to, if for them you live up the greatelJt 
happinefiB this world can giv~that of .pending your life 
with a person who mite you, who lovee you, and whom you 
love. For such a deetiny I would run the gauntlet of all 
the quizzing that this quiuing age could Ihoot &t me. H 
you find that yon have done wrong, utd that you are DOt 

happy, don't be &8ham.ed to own t,bat you have changed 
yonr mind to one, who would perhaps give hi. right band 
to hear it. 

I cannot take your advice in the regulation of my 
feelings about my friends. F'rieftdIth.ip is (;0 me a much 
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more amious thlng than it ill to you; with me, I may almost 
.Y, it is the only thing. I mu&t be happy in friendshlp or 
do without happinCBB. I do not mean .. or be unhappy," 
because I have found more than onoo that by changing 
JII.18elf from a feeling to a thinking being, I can go on 
tatty well, but I lUll unfortunately subject to relapses. 
What • friend I could make out of two of nUne. If I oould 
Idd the agreeableness, the charming and interesting qualities 
of Mre 8.1 to the fine undo1'8ta.nding and excellent a.nd hlgh 
qualities of heart e.nd soul of Anne Caldwell, a.nd if this 
superb creature would condescend to be my friend, I should 
~ I had found such a treasure as the world never fl8,W. 

Bot the gods arc as likely to e.nnihilate space and time to 
make two lovers happy, &8 to work the miracle that 1 deeire 
at their handa. 

Anne has been spending some time with me lately, and 
I have had a great deal of writing intercourse with her 
beeide&. 'rhe result of a more thorough knowledge of her 
.... boon an increased love and admiration of her. I don't 
tbink people in general are a.ware of the very great 8Uperi­
ority of her understanding; I know you are, so I am not 
afraid of saying to you what I think of her. Bosidell her 
uderstanding, I have a great admiration of her wisdom. 
I don't mean that abe is able always to act wisely herllClf, 
bat &be has a great deal of wisdom when she is not led astray 
by her feelings, or nerves, or anything of that sort. One 
thing that I value very particularly in her &8 a companion, 
II that I have never any thought or feeling de trap in my 
int.erooUI'Se witb ber. With a.lm08t everybody one feels, 
•• This pa.J:t of my heart a.nd mind and soul finds an a.D8wering 
heart, mind a.nd soul in thi8 person, but there is a.nother 

I Mary Ann Sahimmelpenniek (1778-1866) "'&WI a daughter of 
Baanuel Galton, and oouin of Sir Francie Galton. All a girl abe had 
• character of a miachief-maker, aDd ODe of her relations decJa.rad 

::!:! ~:f~~:e :ae:!!\. ~~:tnJr E~&WI~~rw~~h~ 
~ed~ L1~~f~:~=~ ~::-aD=!n~!~j, 
~:t:~ k~~ ~-;~~rtS~;3.~ on the" Theory of Beauty," 
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pod of ... ..,bioh io 0/ DO _ .. .,. frioDdobip ...... put 
I ... ul ~ b nob aaoUlw peNOIl," ba\ with .AnDe DO 

part _ walt. W ........ mood I ...... I 8Dd OOIDOihiog 
iD her that .uiU that mood; and I zanei' uYe to keep back: 
_ IIIougbt or IoeUng fnnn tIIo .......... _ ..... 10m. 
other peram will be DlOI'e llbIy to __ iD&o ft. TbiI is 
ponIy cnring 10 !.be _ ODd _ of .... miad. ODd 

tIIo oInngth of .... 1eeIiDp, ODd ponIy 10 our -yo of WnIt­
iog ODd IoeUng being olio. I WnIt you ..m be nrprIood 
after all I ban aid in ADM'. praiee. \bat I mould not. be 
perfocIIy .. tWIed and ..... DO Jonaingo for this oompoand 
frieod oompoeed .. of "try creature'. bMi ": yOD 1riI1 per-
"'p" • ..w WnIt ... ""'1 foolilh ..,hea I ba .. apIoJnod 
m,..u'. but that .... t.hiD3 1 D8YW miDded with 1OU. and 
thilletter .. tIIltirely for your own eye. It ia my mWortnne 
to be not of 100 affeotiooate ctiIpoeitloD. though a1Iect.ion is 
&!moat the only t.hiq in the world that I nlae; 1 don't 
know wby I ahould be ubamed to 01t1l what I oaJI.Dot 
poeIibly help. ton exb"eme ~ .. bout aharm and 
apeeable qua.litiee ; there ale vwy few penou in the world 
who are acr-b1e and charm.iDa eDOaIb in appeua.noo, 
manner • .00 oon ... tloo to pe me .. linIy pIeuare. and 
I ...... ill oouId DOt IoeI ""_~ Io...w,.m. 
without tbt. It .. partly cnrriDa I nppoIlI to my 10 .w.om 
feeling .. lively afleetJon. th&t I feel itI ..eetne. 10 Yety 

I18naibly when I caD c.tch it, and that I -.n almoa .. if I 
oould not bear to be wit.Jaout it. 

I have been ~ whether I would ... you thia 
.......... Iettor bet!m> ,-y. I WnIt I ..m _ ... 
we had the .tiIfaotioo of beutDa .. bet&eI' &oooQllt from 
PiA Iaot night ........ I hope yoa ..m be In • h ....... to 
be Indulgont to QUO of !.be .- Ik _. which I 
teem impo1led DOW aDd t.beo to ofter to your mefOJ'. 

I think I bYe De'ftII' ~ to1O'81iDoe I rNd~.1 

I lAd, CaroIiDe ....... b I .... of William ....... b ......... Lord 
lIe1bovM') ... aD .-aklo. fMIIu&ta,. iIIo~ nIa WOIDU· 
9'--'- owed. it. INtel ....,.. .., ... ~UWI JMII!niI 01 Lord 
B7fOIlo with WbolD •• IIM falMa~ ill ron. Bpa wrote: 
:~. Ute Uk_ ... &he pietuei ..... be CO'" I did _* ..... , 
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J agree with you in a.dmiring it exooedingly in 80me respects, 
though I said you must have been ab80lutely orazy wben 
you Mid it was not against Lady Caroline Lamb to have 
written and published it. I do think that was one of the 
mo-i ehamelese acts that a woman was ever guilty of. I 
am eurprised that 80 little W8B sa.id of the beauty of the 
1rWk. I did not think. the moral feeling of the London 
WOI'Id had been 80 strong. &8 to prevent them from seeing 
at owning the power of fine writing. I almost think that 
II. picture of the feelings. Glenaroon is superior to any work 
I ever read; if I did not feel sure that the author described 
_ own feelings, I should think. her a woman of great genius. 
AI it; is. I am very muoh inclined to think her, in that 
putjoular department of representing feeling. superior to 
Jlada.me de St&el. for sbe too, I believe. can only pa.int wha.t 
...., haa felt or seen. If the eloquence. energy. and beauty 
of many 800nea in Glenaroon had been bestowed on a lees 
abominable subject, what an admirable work it would have 
been. That is not quite true neither. for she could never 
write a tolerable story. I ha.ve a. partioula.r taste for Lady 
C&roline's humour, as wellas her pa6.flon,u writing. I think 
it. ia remarkably easy and enterta.ining. It must be owing 
&0 the ea.me 80vere morality which surpri8ed. me about Gl~"," 
CIf"VOn. that we hear so little of Lord Byron's last volume 
~ poetry. I suppose one ought to admire that goodnees 
which makea people insensible to beautiful poetry booause 
the writer behaved ill to his wife, but I can't find it in my­
eeH, and I admire some of bis late poems very much. We 
have been reading tbe new edition of Wordswortb's poetry. 
in which there &re several new things. I like 80me of them 
'ftry much, yet I don't know if we (mea.ning by "we" the 
KiM Ailens and myseH) have not admired Wordsworth 
rather above his merits. My present notion is (how I!Ul'­

prieed he would be to hear that a.ny human being could have 
IIUCb a notion) that he has not understanding enough to be 
• vmy fine poet. I have been rea.ding a pamphlet by Mr 
Coleridge. which he calls "The Statesman's Manual, a Lay 
Bermon." It would quite have lrilled us if it had. come out 
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lOme 18&1'8 ago, .. ben we were fighting in his c&U8e against 
hie despieen and. bten. I do think I never did read such 
stuft as the eermon, suoh an affectation of the most sublime 
and important meaning and 80 much no-meaning in reality. 
I can't see how any human being could poasibly learn any­
thing either about their duties, or anything elee, by the 
whole sermon. The notes I like much better, but he has 
the vilest way of writing that ever man had; he is as insolent 
as his brother-L&kem. t&kea the Mme high ground, no morta.l 
can tell why. except tbat it pleases them to think that their 
proper place is on a throne, and he writes more unintelligibly, 
more bombaetica.lly than any of them. 

Considering that I began with nothing to say, I think I 
have travelled over a good deal of paper, 1 hope what 1 ba.ve 
heard IS true a.bout the ohea.pnese of poeta.ge at Piea.. Tell 
me what you pay for this gre&t pa.cket of-I don't know 
what. Give my kind love and best wiehe8 to Mrs Drewe 
and a.ll your party. Farewell, my dear Jesaie, ever yours 
affectionately, S. W. 

Mr8 J08iah Wedgtoood to her 6ider Emma Allm. 

ETBU-aUo. AtIf. 26, 1817. 

. . . 1 am very sony you have 10et some 01 your friends, 
and very glad you have lost othem. We shall now be 
looking out for your dispatcbes by tbe inconceivable Mrs 
Waddington. 1 hope you have Dot been indi8Cl'eet in what 
you have sent by her. Whe.t i8 become of our Jeee tbatshe 
is 80 idle at her pen 1 Great are the lamentatiOnB upon that 
8ubject. Sarah (Wedgwood) MYS me ha.s not heard from 
her since Jan'1; 1 ha.ve not for the last six manthe, and Baugh 
8&y8 be bas not hoard from either of you for the laat nine 
months .••• 
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Sarab hu been unwell and out of apiriie. but me iI reviving 
.... but I don't think abe ever will be b&ppy .. t Pa:rldield&. 
TIIen ia not enough to do. She is inoomparably benevolent, 
lnai IIbe has not patieo06 to enter sufficiently jnto the detaill 
to produce oooupation. For inatance. abe g&ve 110 very 
)up 8UIIl to the poor of this parish to be distributed in 
eIo&bing; but Ihe g&ve it to the ovenoor. in oonaequenoe of 
which it W&8 done at a stroke. It only saved the poor 
..... and when the had given the money, there was nothing 
more to be doue. Had abe m&Ilaged it herself it would have 
been ocoupation, besides the more immediate exertion of 
her benevolent feelinga. I dare Bay you Mve beard of 
J[itty and. Sa.rah'8 munificent present to tbe di.stresaed poor 
Ja C&nl.iganshire. If you bye. it will bear repetition. Lord 
Bobertl made quite an eloquent and most beartbreaking 
Mt:ement on the dietrees of the poor among the hills Iaet 
wtnter. in the HoWIe of Commons, whioh made & great 
Im~on. The Cha.noellor of the Exohequer Ilent him GO 
oat of his private puree to assist them. Kitty and &rah 
.. ibim 200. 

The Caldwella &re exoeedingly plea.eed with this matcb of 
Anne's, and I like him' vf5r'J well She is I believe now 
.tirely attached to him. Nobody evet took more ~ to 
be in love than abe did. but abe has succeeded. and will. I 
!lope. be very happy. All bridegrooms are NODBuchee, but 
M re&lly does seem very amiable. 

Tell me a little of your rata of living. for now that your 
uauitie& are about. to be in pa.rt. redeemed, I am like old 
lfartha. as Kitty ceJJa me, troubled. leet your income should 
fall short. J hope you will not stay long enough away to 
m&ke me ary, like Mra Evans of Panty-trendy, " to see you 
to frenchified." At any rate, do not stay long enough to 
pye you a feeling of estrangement when you come among na. 

I have framed my Fanny'8 beautiful portrait. and it 
Itaod.a on the drAwing-room chimney-piece. and is admired 

I Lord Robut &lymOIU' of T&liarri.t, lather·in.l ... of John All60 
efer..eu, . 

• .l(r Arthur Hilnh,IIOD of the e&nior partoer in the Bank of Manh, 
8tbbrJd aod Co. 
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by everyone, even the faatidioua JOB aays it is exoellent. 
I have got John Allen's 1108 a. companion to it, which put. me 
in a passion, but having DO better I a.m forced to take up 
with that. I mean to frame Caroline &Iso. Can you get 
me a. good one of yourself and Jessie 1 I should be very 
glad to pay for them, of about the size of Fanny'S. Illhould 
delight to ha.ve them. A thousand lovell to you all, my 
dear sisters a.nd. niecell, E. W. 
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CHAPTER IX 

1818 

'fte JOtIiah WedgwoodA in Part.-The 00110. Couain&-William 
aurord-Dancing 16lllOna--Mad.ma Catalani-Emma'. dnt 

~~~tre": :~:eJ~~ :~~Fanny and Emma 

1_ 1818 Josiab Wedgwood, his wife, and his four daughtel'8 

t=~ ~ PC~;I:~ s~:1a:~en::l; ~~~~~d :: 
=~b~~~h~l~~d Jt~o=:: thea:~:=n ~vi~ 
Irat landing in France. She often spoke to us of the en­
obanting strangeness of it all, the foreign aspect of Calais, 
and even ite amelI. 

~ 7tte~f s:;rn~m P~ordAU 4~:! ru:~fe: w!~ 
IIIlOre or less in love with him, even Emma. at ten years old. 
He appears to have been especially attracted by Charlotte, 
then in the first bloom of her beauty, and felt the charm of 

:--ood~~~daB~~~~ oV~~~~t~~· ~is~~; 
life seems to be made up of regrets, and his constant refrain 
II, 'I wish I had known Mr Wedgwood early in life.' " 

Mt.da.me 001108, who first appears. in the letters from 

~o'~aa~~:ul~~; ~: ~ll~?e:~: r=ro:e b:~~ 
001IIIin to Bessy. MOllllieur 00l1os, her husband. wa.s an 

~ ino:~~~~~ha:~~h~a8in ~k7~~.p~eAn~nt~i 
t:s~~~ ~I~~t~~~p S:i~e t~hJct~~e: :::-~h~asin~ 
priaon to hold them. When relea.sed. on parole, Monsieur 
CoD06 ga.ve music 1eesons, and thus booa.me acquainted with 
bis future wife. In 1818 he lived in the Rue de 1& Grande 
Truanderie in Pa.ria, a.nd was then a fishmonger by trade. 

YOL.I. 8 
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Okarloue Wedgwood to her brother BeAry .A.Utfl Wedgtcood. 

My DEAR HARRY, PAlIl8. Jl/lftll 19 [1818]. 

We arrived here last Saturda.y. after being from 
Wednesday morning on the road. We found a letter from 
Ma.d&me Collos at the Barrier, directing u.s where to go, and 
we found very pleasant lodgings at l'Botel du Mont Blanc. 
rue de 1a Paix; it is a very gay situation. Ye6terday 
we drank tea with MIne COll08, and after t.ea. went to see 
the &eholars of the dancing-master who teaches the children 
to dance. I waa very much amused with little Louis, who 
pressed me and the little girls very much to dance. and 
when at laat he prevailed on Fanny. he made her an elegant 
bow and k.i.ssed her hand with as good a grace aa Sir Charles 
Grandison could. which bad a very ridiCuloUll effect, &8 the 
little gentleman is but lleVen yean old and very little for his 
age; and when we got up to go to the dancing-school, be 
rook out Emma, gave her his ann, and led her off. Friday 20. 
Yesterday was the grand proceeeion of Longchamps. which 
we made part. of; it was the gayest sight I ever .w, the 
day was beautiful and there were such crowds of people that 
it appeared as if Paris must have emptied iteelf. They 
were all dressed in the gayest ooIoUl'fl, IUld &ome of the 
equipages were most magnificent. patti.culady the Duke of 
Wellington's, which was the tineet of aU. We got into the 
line of carriages and were more tha.n two hoUl8 befaze we 
got home. Sismondi drank tea. with us. he talked a gre&t 
deal; he is not ne&r so ugly Il6 he has alwa.y& been repreaented. 
to us. I should like to eee mote of him. We have a maid 
named Aglae who gives DB &ome amlUlement from being 80 

exceedingly French; she m&kee a good contn.et with our 
valeJ de place, who is the stupidest German that ever w&8 

seen. Bond abe makee heavy complaints of his stupidity; 
when first he CMlO. and abe found tha.t bill na.me ... Paul • 
.. Ah monsieur," she said, .. c'eat dommage qll6 je De suis 
p&.8 Virginie." 



1111) DlJ,.ung Lessons lI5 

HoRl. DO Mon BLA)I'C, &0'& DS L,t. PAlS, 
April 8. 1811l. 

... We are grown very grand people. we b&ve hoen in 
oompany with a Queen. Bitting quite at our ease &8 if we 
were ae good Il8 she, and not even rising when she came in 
aDd went out. It was at MIne Recaroier'8,l to whom we 
bad Jetters from MiM Edgeworth, and she has been remark· 
ably civil to us. She asked the Queen of Sweden on purpoee 
for QI to 1161!1 her and offered to preeent Mamma, but she 
would not accept the honour. The Queen is a very plain 
little woman, in a large bonnet and shawl. Mamma eat by 
• very meny lady who has taken a fancy to her and is ooming 
to visit ber. M. Siamondi waa there. M. Benjamin Const.a.nt, 
M. Chat.eauvieux, 80 we were quite &mong the literal.. A 
ftI'Y ohatty gentleman who talked Engliab fell to the share 
of Aunt Kitty and me. and went over now and then to Char-­
lotte and would make her talk li'renoh, whicb she bates 
doins· . .. 

1 think Paria ill &. much mote beautiful city than London, 
though tbere is not that appearance of solid wealth &I in the 
many well--built Btreete of Lmdon; but we b&ve nothing to 
oomparo with the Pla.oo Louis Quinze fOT elegance. The 
aIeannete too i8 80 delightful. 

Our great etay and 8upport here is Mr Clifford. who comes 
in at all hours, and we 800 him at lea8t twice a. day. We 
have been doing our utrnOfJt to make him buy a. new hat, 
&I1d I expect him to come in presently to shew his traM­
formation by a FTench hat. The girls [Fanny and Emma J 
Me"~ huay with their mMter. Mamma. baa been thinking 
• little of potting them to &. French IIChooJ, which thoy 
rather like the thoughts of. to my lurpriee. Mme Ga.utier 
hal promised to get U8 if she can to lOme Frencb b&lla, a.nd 
accordingly we are taking eome 16lll101lJ of a Mulatto ma.n in 

';,.K:!a ::;~b:t,:: ~t!n"ti::':~ !'!"J~ob~~ 
wit. of the time. She li'fed till 184P. 
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• black nigbt-cap And iron-bee1 boot., wbo we hope will 
make us &ClOOmplished danoen. But it is • aecret, .. we 
tbitik ourse1vee too old to learn and are aabamed of it. 

We are goiog t&nigbt to a lJoif'l~ at Mme Catalani's. We 
dined. there the other day and had rather an odd day. There 
were two Italian ladiee there, sister-in-I&w and niece of 
Catalani, and a very vulgar Frenchwoman, who all talked 
&8 fa.8t and loud .. po88ible. After dinner Catala.ni called. 
Charlotte over to her. whisked off her handkerchief, pulled 
down het" shoulders, pinched her stays together. and dec\&red 
she held herself like a grand-papa. You would have laughed 
to see Charlotte in the hands of two or three foreignel'lJ 
pulling her about w. and paying her plenty of compliments 
into the ba.rgain. She submitted to it all wonderfully well 
considering. We a.re getting quite dissipated, invitations 
are coming in flO f&8t. And now, my dear Ha.rry. I shall 
finish this letter to Frank. because the poor man has eca.1ded 
his leg and is laid up. So you must send him this letter. 
and do not let it be a week on your window firet. So good­
bye. 

My poor dear Frank. How come you not to have left off 
your old trick of killing and maiming youraelf, do you like 
it still t I think you are quite right about Gil Bias. and 
therefore it is not a book that I ca.re whether I read or not. 
Mamma. and Charlotte and I dined the other day at Mr 
Newnham's. where we met the great tr&vellet" Baron Hum­
boldt,l who is the most amusing man I have seen a long 
time, and t&lks faster than anybody but Dr Darwin. but 80 

clear that you can hear all he _ys. He 1'1'&8 talking a great 
deal about the Northern expedition that Henaleigh's friends 
know flO much about. He said that beyond a oertain 
northern latitude the Aurora Bore&lia is never seen. 

w~~~~= U:S~ f~~ld~Jl~8~~6)i~0~~:!t~ 
with all the wonden of tropical aoenery are d6aGribed in his PIWNMI 
NctrI"CIliue; and it WM in plori; the rMding of th.t.t boot u...t made 
Clw'lee Darwin eager to accept the offer 01 the poet 01 naturaliat 
on the IUoglI. 
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EmntD W~ to liD' brother Fran.l:. 

My DUB Fa.UfK. 
We hAve got such numbers of masters. Two belong 

to Cbadotte and two t<> us. I like the CoIOM very except 
the youngest Louis who bothers one very much. At the 
dancing school there is a littlo dance every Friday and we 
Itt and dance very often they are going this moment to put 
in tho post-offioe yours Emma Wedgwood. 

This little letter is, I believe, the only ecrap that has been 

r:::::!ll~~~e:;: ~~~t~: ~ c:rt!;_li~~ 4:~~ 
run in a very tipsy £&shion &er088 the pa.ge and seem as if 
formed with muoh labour. 

Mrl Jonah Wtdgwood to hu liltu Fanny AUtn. 

P.&.Bls. B.~ c..uv ..... TlN. No. 19, HS May, 1818 . 

. . . Nothing can be more comfortably settJed than 
we are here. We have a remarkably pretty little house to 
ouree1ves, in the gentee1est part of the town. The girls 
take a danoing-leMOn every morning, Italian, French, sing­
ing and music three times a week; 80 it is not our fault if 
we are not very a.ccompliahed. but I am afraid we may 
forgot to read. Notbing ea.n exceed the kindnesa or the 
~blonC88 of your two friends, but a.1aa I Mr Clifford 
goes to England on Monday, and you must direct to him 
at Mrs Boeanquet's. The Caldwe1ls are here and are as 
busy &8 possiblo, but I am afraid they lose some enjoyment 
in their eagernees not to n:ill!e any. Mr Clifford took them a 
little in dudgeon a.t tint, &II he feared they would interfere 
with the mugn688 of this place, but he went with us yester­
day to Hotel Tamise, rue de I. Pa.ix, where they are to 
drink tea, &nd liked them very much. 

I should have a thoU8&ll.d affectionate messagee. to you 
if I could spare paper, but thAt I cannot. J am obliged to 
make free with the top of Mr Clifford's letter, as it is, and 
I don't know whether he has finished. J am going to pay 
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• visit to Madame ROOamier on Sunday and to return by 
Sceaux. Mrs Collos we see pretty often, though I am 
afraid not quite so often as she wishes. It is natural for 
her to wish it, but the ooDBciousneee of tha.t IIOmetimcs 
makes me feel uneasy in not doing more, but I cannot find 
time or inolina.tion. She is very a.ffectionatEI and full of 
zeal in our service, but I think you had better give her no 
commiBBions before you come here of any 8Ort ... 

WiUiam Olifford to Fanny AUm. 

MVDBA.JL. 
It is all the fault of that irreproacha.ble Mrs Wedg­

wood. that I did not write to you long ago, for I have boon 
bursting with affection ever since I received your kind 
letter and not known what to do with it. I beg&n a letter 
yesterday, but I got bothered with Mrs Colloe's English 
(as she is pleased to think it), and now here is the same 
hashed up again. I go on liking the house of Wedgwood 
va8tly, but it is now nearly over, for I am leaving Paris 
next week and I am not 80 extravagant &8 to keep up an 
establishment of useless friends out of reach. Your Mr 
Sismondi is in high bloom, and very constant to you, not­
withstanding a great dea.J. else to do or to enjoy. I now 
and then try to tease him into some sort of a kindneee 
towards me but he seems to have made up his mind on that 
point .. 

Your sentence on me that I am never to be in love is 
rather disheartening, and I got another letter at the same 
time to the li&me effect; and it will perhaps set me about 
trying one of these da.ys, but I IUSpect with you that it is 
not my vocation. I have nothing more to uy without 
looking (or it, which would be &8 bad for you as me. Re· 
roember me most kindly to Mrs Drewe. Mi8&e8 Marianne 
and Georgina, and Jet all myoId friends believe me 
ever very sincerely theirs, 

\VrLLl.Ul Cr..!noRD. 

Which do 1 like best of Mi88e8 Elizabeth or Charlotte t 



1818] A Picnic at MontmorencI 

Elimbeth Wedgwood, to her father in England. 

RUE CAUlUBTIN, May 24, 181S. 

... We had a. day at Montmorenci last week wHh 
Mr Clifford and the Caldwells which I enjoyed very much, 
The weather was delicious, we mounted our &sse8 and went 
into the woods, which are the prettiest things now you can 
imagine, fine chestnut trees over grass, a.nd a great deal of 
copse of chestnut, which makes by far the prettiest kind of 
underwood, so soft a.:nd rich and thick, and without brambles. 
We took a baggage ass with provisions, and three ragged 
boys to drive, and spent all the day under the trees. It 
was amusing to see the difference between our two French 
servants and any English ones. They were pl8.ying all 
manner of pranks with tbe asses and ~aming and Jaughing 
like boys, quite as much at ease as if we were not looking 
OD. They enjoyed tbe d8.y full as much as we. Emma and 
Fanny were very b8.ppy on their asses, and quacked accord­
ingly. Last night we had our BOi.,.ie which Mr Clifford 
foretold before you went. It did as well as a collection of 
people, few of whom knew one another, could do. There 
was a. whist party for the Baronne de Barbier, who is a fat, 
happy-looking woman. Sismondi and Mr Newnham had 
a. political discussion; .John Blunt had the Caldwells to 
talk: to, and Mrs Strolling sang several songs with a very 
fine voice indeed but not near 80 well as we heard her 
at her own house. 

We bad a dutiful day with the Trua.nderie lMt week. 
They came and drank tea as well as tbe Caldwell!!. Mme 
Collos refused an invita.tion to our soiree, which I was glad 
of I confees. Mamma was very tolerably satisfied with our 
performance last night, and with flowers and a lustre the 
room looked very pretty. 

---__ .... = .............. _ ..... _..-j)a,rlNin.Jnlin 
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Mrs JaM'" Wedgwood k> Mr hu.t6and. 

a.Tt1tD.I..T, Jvtu e, 181S. 

I must answer your letter this moment, my dear Joe, 
while tbe impression of ite kindness is warm in my heart. 
You ca.nnot gull88 half the ple&8ure it gave me, valaing 
your approb&tion and your affection more than anything 
in this world. I am very glad one cause of my uneasiness 
is removed in the generous reeolution you bave taken, and 
anotber still more important in the improving state of 
Jenny's healtb. Poor Ca.roline'sl hard fate still presses 
heavily on my heart .... 

We are all much pleased at tbe improving proepect of 
our SwiM tour, tbough we bad made up our minds to come 
home with a very good grace if it could not have been. 
accomplished. 

Mr Clifford is really gone. He went with Mr Clive' 
early yesterday morning. He spent the day preceding 
with us, and he seemed quite low at parting. He gave 
us all three a very pretty fan apiece aa & p&rting gGlJt 

d'amitie, hut Charlotte is decidedly his favourite, and with 
any other person in the world I should say it was love, 
but he persists in saying he shall never see any of us again. 
Mr Sismondi and Mr G&llois were very agreea.ble and 
suitable to each other the day they dined here. They 
were amusing themselves a little with Madame Rkamier's 
establishment at Val de Grace, the place we viaited her at, 
though they did not speak of it u if it wu a.t all against 
her reputation. They s&id tha.t sbe and M. Montmorenci 
had hired the hou.se of M. de Chate&ubriand, as a joint 
concern, but it W808 so sma.U tha.t there was no room either 
for Mooamo de Montmorenci, or M. de Recamier, and that 
she had consulted her friends and they had told her there 
was nothing odd in the scheme. They like the place 80 

much that they talk of purch68ing it between them. 

an~ ~!!r:e:e, fi:ro :':h:!! bh!:~"~~~~~~~l!=e 
, Ed"in Dolton Clive of Whitfleld. IJOmetime M.~. for Hereford. 
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)I. R6camier returns to Pa.ris every evening. I did not 
..,. .b.t Madame de Montmorenci does. 

Onr restarateul"S bill comee to a little more than 5 Na­
poaeons • week, finding our own bread. . Our washing 
...,.ly 2 Napoleons, our bread .bout 17 francs. Butter, 
milk and cream 1.10 per diem. Then there is water MId 
wood Mod numbers of other little things. but one certainly 
liftl obeaper here than one would do in wndon ... 

On June 24 the father, mother, Elizabeth and Ch&rlotte 

;bt
:; ~~~ed·arc:;e!:. ~:ere ~ ~ ~~~:r,~ 

been. Tbe two little girls were left at a boMding-ecbool in 
Parie during tbeir absence of some months. Every Sunday 

~iM;::t~e::l:r:8~:::b::~U~~~~ ~=~ 
how aho could not be&r little Louie. She wondered &t her 
mother's leaving two suoh little girls alone in Paris. In 
September the whole family retumod to MaeI'. 

M. J01f,U (IMi, /orrM:f' t'tVIe) 10 Fanny aM Emma 
W«igwood. 

My DEAlt. t.rrl'UI FBnnros, CJmsrn, Dec. 8, 181S. 

I bve neglected you very long after your deairing 
a.n e.nawer, but I thought. I should meet with an operlunity 
and 80 I have. I was very happy you may be lIure to IIC 

• line (rom thOllO whom I love MId to bear of evry body 
being got quite well and I think Tritton your little Dog 
mmt be a Treasure to you to go about with. I wish I 
could come and go with you and 8e how mucb you a.re 
grown. I am affraid of you ovr growing me at least by 
reoolection of old times when your lege was 80 short you 
could not get up and down MaeI' Hille but used to ride 
upon my back-those were p1eaaa.nt days endeed I am 
very happy now with my aunt and Mrs Robberts two 
old whomen for companions now not little Doveleye­
Mrs Robberts is 84 years of age and my aunt is 74 both 
very cheerfuU and good tempered and me very busy from 
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morning till night. . .. You did. not tell me how yoa liked 
boing left in p..,.;. wh ... all tho port1 left you to go into 
Swil!lflef'land. I dair _,. you tbought it .... for the beat 
and was very orderly about it. I clair eay your cubbo&rd 
w.re you put your olothee ill very tiday you can find your 
thinge in the dMk Hannab _)'II you are very tid&y I hope 
she is good·natured. to you and then I know you trill be to 
her. Now with ewy warm wiBb. for your Health and 
Happine88 I am youra .Jlectionate1y 

M. JONES. 

Pleaee to remember me kindly to Feet« &Ild Kolly. 
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CliAPrER X 

1819 

J~:~e =:f-;;{"\{'!~~~~ ~I~ -:~~~ 
PMting aor'OM France. 

11'1' the autumn of 1818 Jessie, Emma, and Fanny Allen 

:m~~:~~:~:n!~ kd;~~~::on J:n<;,~~:~:: 
and although he had been refused. he continued his suit. 
The following letter shows her fra.me of mind. She wae 
Raying at Cresselly with her brother John and hi8 wife. 

Jeuit Allen 10 ht:r Nkr Mra Joaiah Wedgwood. 

CRES8J:LLT. DtJo. 2 [1818]. 

I love to be C&ned upon for a letter by my own Bessy. 
lin Allen received yours yesterday, and there waa a sweet 
remembrance to me. I have not written to you since I 
have been in Engla.nd, because others have, from where I 
have been, which rendered it unnecesa&ry. I have been 
ayae1f in such a painful state of indecision and doubt I 
oould not bave any pleasure in writing, and I did not like 
to apeak open1y till I knew my own mind betterj and I 
wu continually expecting to how it, and continually awoke 
helIitating, indecisive, and uncomfortable as 1 went to bed. 
I would bve given anything to have taJ.ked with you, con· 
IAli.ted. with you, but I should ba.ve had no comfort in writing 
1 forget that a.ll this is algebra. to you, but I left Geneva 
promiBing Sismondi to reoonsider his offer, and try if whiloin 
England I found my bea.Jt steadily rejected him. It did not, 
even while I persisted in refusing him. I did not intend 
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he should find that ont, nevert.heleM; but be did in our 
m&py l ih·Q..Iliu at Chamonny, and above all I betrayed 
myself when we e&me to part. Tbie oocasioned hia renew­
ing his offer. with an affection and .. warmth of feeling 
that might have made me happy if beJf-a-htllldred other 
affections had not drawn me another way, a.nd shame and 
i.rrc801ution and timidity had not frigbtened me, and mado 
me unoert.in of myself, and doubtful whether I sbould 
have oourage to arurwer the hopei I bad rai&ed. He ex­
presaed himself with .. vehemence that frigbtened me while 
theae doubLe tormented me, and I wrote coldly, N1d to 
remind him of the terms on which we parted, which were, 
that we were ee.cb to try if we could live h&ppy separately . 
We were each to U86 our beet efforts to do 80, and only take 
the remedy of marriage if we found we failed, UBing the 
ut.moat openness and frankness one with the otber. After 
we parted I found he loved me too well to be pl&oed on Illch 
terms, and that indeci.8ion was the worst state in the world 
to have thrown .. nature 80 impetuous, to naturally decisive 
&8 hia. My letter, which I only intended to prepare him for 
whs.t I could not lUlBWer would not be, hurt him inexpres­
Bibly ; thia grieved me, and I wrote to him again IIOOt:hingly 
and tenderly, but in the meantime I received. three letters 
that appeared to me h&r8h, and that gave me an idea that the 
fortnight I had alJowoo my cold letten to operate on him 
had cooJed. his affection, that the miachief to him W&ll done 
and cou1d not be undone, &nd therefore the beet thing I 
could do now waa to hurt no othen, and to finiah with 
Sismondi. Under this impression I wrote to him yesterday, 
but just aa I had finished my letter came one hota him in 
answer to my kind one, by which I perceive I wu de­
ceived, that he lOVell me AI tenderly AI ever;; and thit 
effort. haa shewn me alIo mote or my own heMt tha.n I 
knew. I love hint more than. I would aJIow even to 
myself, and I began to think I cannot be happy eeparate 
for ever from him. I did not eend that letter, and thU8 I 
now stand, a.nd thus painfully have I pa.ued the last month, 
mind nevertheletl6 with momenta of e:rquiaite pleuure 



.... ) Jessie's Jndecision 

from .at the tenderne88 and happin_ of a. return to • 
~ dear country, and .. delightful family, which I lDuet 
.... yw think and say mine is, when no one hean me but 
_ that will eympathise with me. These joys tho', only 
made my situation and my choice more difficult. At first 
J intended sa.ying nothing to John [Allen] or to anyone till 
my mind waa made up. I knew they would tell me to 
eouult my own feelings only. But I found secl'OOy {rom 
John was intolerable, as it would be from you and Jane 
(Wedgwood) if I held any interoo1U'fJ6 with you. I there­
Iwe, trembling. bathed in dew, cheeb burning and mouth 
parched. opened my caae to him. Anything wa.s better 
&ban reeerve with one 60 tender, 80 considerate of my 
future comfort. that biB mind 800med IlOJely occupied with 
plane for U8, 80 that every word he uttered. every look wae 
• reproach to me. I was much happier &iter baving 
.poken to him. I never will have myatery with those J 
Jove. John W&8 not more vexed than I might have 
expected. He said indeed it wa.e the greatest blow he 
aould have received; his cherished hope bad boon that we 
-oould have pueed t.he close of our <1&y together; that my 
marriage would be to him the aame &8 if I took the veil 
In • distaot country. but that after all I must consult only 
1liiy own heart. He would rather not IlOO me at all than 
.. me unhappy. That he thought the wi&eat way wae 
lor me to consider. not whether 1 could be happy with 
Sismondi, but whether I should be unhappy without bim • 
.. for he believed no one ever ba.d. 80 muoh to give up as I 
had." And indeed that is true. When I thiuk: on aU I 
have to give up. I question how it iB poeaiblo. I appear to 
mytOlf unaccountable that I should have arrived in a 
llituation to place it in doubt; but when I take the pen to 
put a.n end to it, I am panic..-ttruck, and Il1O much tender~ 
DMI!I in spite of myself is expreesed. that. my letter, when I 
... y no. only tel18 how painful it is to me and how mAny 
regrete must follow. 1 must however finaJly decide in a 
day or two. 1 e&nnot wait even your 8ollswer. I have 
been horribly diffuse. intending to be very ooncillO. I 
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doubt alao if 1 have been clear, I am lUre I bve been very 
cudid. I believe I have showD you the utmost of my 
feelinga on both side8. I long to know yoW' opinion, or 
feeUngs rather, tho' they can be of no UMI. Dee.rest Bessy, 
it is vmy hard to &ot in OppositiOD to the opinion twld 
feeliDge of all we have ever loved. I want you to comfort 
me. We ha.ve bad here the most delightful reception that 
oould be given. It is impossible to be mo~ .ttentive to 
our comfort tha.n Mrs AlIen. or more tender than my own 
Jack. The way he h&ll taught his children to love us 
before they kne ..... us. tells ha own affection. They are the 
fin68t ohildren I ever saw; Harry' is I think a beauty, they 
are not 80 much spoiled &II I expected, but too much so, to 
be as engaging &8 they would be naturally. They are the 
moet affectionate children I have ever met with. and that 
their little facee expreaa. but I perceive no symptom of 
genius in either... Giveonr tender love to my dear Jenny. 
JOB, Md all I loy&, which you will find out from all you love 
yourself, Md God for ev6l' bless my own own. 

Mr8 J08iaA Wedgwood 10 lu:r mkr JUAe Alkft. 

SHUwumr, Dec. 8 [1818]. 

My being at this place, de&reet Jeeaie. has oocaai.ooOO. a 
delay of two or three dAys in my getting your letter. which 
I did not do tiJlla.&t night, otbenrise I could not have let it 
remain a day unanswered. How little did I think of the 
painful struggles you WNe going througb, at the time when 
I imo.gi.ned you giving &Dd receiving unalloyed plea.uYe, 
and how sorry I Am that the very ciroumst&neefl \ that are 
I!O gro.tifying in otber c&8e8, the extreme love of your friends, 
only serve to add to yoW' difficultie&. But thi8 i8 not now 
to be considered. You would not yourself wish them to be 
insensible to your value. to be ineensibJe to your, I will not 
oall it lose, but &beence. Your own happiness, my dearoet 
Jeeeie, i8 the point upon whi(lh we mWlt all fix our eye&, and 
I pray God to direct you for the beet. I cannot read. the 

1 B. G. Allez:t (l8J.s-Jt08), Q.C. aod M.P. 
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eweet a.nd ca.ndid picture you hElve given me of your own 
heart without being persua.ded that you will be unhappy 
in giving up Sismondi, and which of us would not a thouaand 
times ra.ther see you happy with him, than have your 
society. if you yourself are to be the victim of your too 
tender nature 1 We have all m&d.e our election without 
reference to you, a.nd you have a full right to do the a&lne. 
In comparing your situation and oura, we don't stand at 
all upon the same ground. We risk the loss of a very great 
pleas:ure, hut you risk the happiness of your life; therefore 
dear dear Jesaie, lay a.si.de every considere.tion that will 
prevent your seeing what that is, and be assured we All lava 
you too dearly to repine, if happiness should be the result, 
whichever way you decide. Perha.ps the die will be C808t 

before tillS reaches you, and if it is, I am a.n.rious that you 
.hould feel DO misgivings to torment you. To be united. to 
• man you 80 entirely love and approve, is worth some 
aacrifices; and you must let it balance wha.tever there is of 
this na.ture in marrying Sismondi. From having lived two 
years abroad, you area better judge of the life you are likely 
to lead than most women who follow their husbands to a 
distant country, and very few women have had -the oppor­
tunities of knowing the ch&raeter of the man they marry 
that you have. I think you CAnnot be happy in giving 
up the man you love, a.nd I see no reason to doubt your 
being ha.ppy with him. I don't touch upon income, because 
no doubt you have not let that go without some conaidera­

' tion. I say nothing of my own opinion of him, beca.uae I 
I&W too little of him to ma.ke it of any importa.nce. but.he 
appeared to me everything that is amiable, and his senti­
ments and tastes are all so congenial to your own, that if he 
lived in England, and had a. little more money. we should all 
rejoice in the connection. 

Your a.ccount of the children is delightful, and I am con­
?inced from what you say that it is a good thing to teach 
children to be affeotioIl&te, and it is not 80 likely to do 
(what I used to fear) give them grimace, &8 to inspire them 
with the real feeling. 

- --__________ """Da nJine 
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foff~8i8e~:B:~'8~~~t~~~~~~~e. Bond the 

William CliJJord 10 JuM Allen. 

My DEAR FBIBND, [1819). 

[ cannot help writing direct to youraelf, though with 
the risk of being somewhat in the way. to tell you my m08t 
earnest wishes for your happineaa. You have chosen a very 
able. a moat excellent man, who loves you very ardently­
at leaat 1 believe all this, but Mrs Wedgwood sneers 80 at 
my penetration that I am afraid of putting it on paper. 
You must make it a marriage article that M. Sismondi is 
to be no longer my enemy. I expect to find in him. an 
atJectionate friend-m-Jaw. You know I was always mag­
nonif7&Otl.8, &Ild did justice to his 1001 fine qualities, in spite 
of his perverse disl.ik.e to my poor self, and I do not grudge 
him the best wife in the world. 

I long to be &mODg you, but I should have been terribly 
in the W8.y during all this secret concoction, and 1 had 8. 

lucky escape of it. 
God bless you, my deal' friend. When you see M. Sis­

mondi will you remember to make him my wannest congratu­
lations. and for the life of you let there be no change in 
your kindne88 to your own G.-a name, however, 80 little 
respectful that I cannot reconcile myself to writing it. 
though truly gla.d to her.r it once again. 

BtIIfwtdoy. WmTnJU,n. 

Jessie married Sismondi in April. 1819. He was then 46 
and she was 42. The plunge, when taken. proved at first 
more than she could endure, and she was wretched at 16110ving 
her fristm-e and England. But she gradually became inured 
to the separation, and her deep attachment to Siamondi and 
his paasionate devotion to her made her oompletely happy. 

rufW: ~:;~~ bo~~7~:e ~f !i~li! ~~mif;~~Oh 
::! b:: =~ ~~~e:;.va:: !~~ hl::e~::~o:~:r~ 
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(819] Sismondl 129 
claiming deecent from the noble Pisan family of that name, 
At this time (1819) he W&8 a person of importance in the 
literary world, having lately completed his history of the 
Italian Republica, the work which made his fame. He !bad 
pasaed through great troubles and dangers in early life. At 
the time of the Terror in Paris (1794), there wa.s a simila.r 
outburst of democratio fury at Geneva, and he and his 
family narrowly escaped being ma.sss.cred. They Bed to 
Tuscany, losing most of their property. On getting back to 
Geneva Sismondi devoted himself to litera.ture, and attached 
himself to the circle of MIne de Stael at Coppet. At this 

~~a!d~gB~pffeoru!~er~!e a:':~a~~: :~~e;cl:' 
It was just about the time of his engagement that he began 
hie great Hiatoi1"B du Fraw;ais, a.t which he worked some 
eight or ten hours a day for twenty-three years. He died 
when finishing the 28th volume. One more was added after 
hie death to complete the work. It was the firat continuous 
history of France, and made him the foremost historian of 
his time. St Beuve, in one of his Nouveaux Lullilis (Vol. vi., 
1866), gives it great. though curiously qualified praise: "Si 
j'ava.is A. conseiller a. une jeune personne serieuse, a. une 
lectrice donee de patience, un livre d'histoire de France qui 
ne faussa.t en rien les idees, at ou aucun systeme artificiel 
ne masquat les faita, ce serait encore Sismondi, que je 
conseillerais de preference a. tout autre."l Siamondi 
wrote several books on Political Economy, wherein he 
att.&cked tooth and nail the fundamente.l prinoiples of the 
orthodox economists. Some of his den'Unciationa of com­
petition, machinery, etc., remind one of the utterances of 
Ruskin. He advoca.ted what we now know as "profit­
aharing." 

In earlier and Ja.ter life SiSIDondi gave proofs tha.t he W&8 

a man of courage. During the Terror of 1794 a proscribed 
Syndic Bed for refuge to the country-house of Sismondi's 
mother, which touched the French frontier. There the fugi· 
t.i.ve was hidden in a. pa.viIion in the garden. At midni.ght 
troops were heard approaching. Sismondi rushed to wake 
t he Syndic, but could not rouse him; whereupon he tried. 
&lone, to resist the soldiers a.s they attaoked the door of the 

to laS~e~~'f:~~?th~~ :do:br!.\:~~ lh~: ~u~i:~~ 
from St Beuve refer. to Miehelet's HWm-y. whioh is at the same 
time the belit hilltary of FrlltD.ee IIond the most <na&n1y improper 
hiatory in Wstenoe." 

vor.., I. 
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~~~;;~:~;~ ~c:u~:o::e ~~~:vo~ .=: 
and ebot. 

in 18e!!!:. Lo~~N;~~'~~~~!n~~~!=J~J.= 
bis being aJJowed to live there plotting against the French 
montr.rohy. At thi' Switzerland WM very wroth. and Gene­
van patriotism flamed up into. white heat of indignation. 

==en~h:dedrigt"tO:b~ ~~,j~:~ ;tt~~: 
Napoleon'. claim to be to Swi88 citizen "' ... a mere pretence. 
historical fa.cte having made all Buoll&partea irrevocably 
Frenchmen. This attitude made him terribly unpopular, 
and hi.e friends feared tbe populaoo would set hie house on 
fire. The incident thewed his political foresight &8 well .. 

:~::s:;r!:¢::t!:&;:;n~;::uiffi;:::leon ~:v!~t~~: 
tbe man had capacities. and forcee at hie ba.ck, which were 
not to be despised. 

A little anecdote is told illustr&ting his kindly nature. 

~;~:fY:or~:tU\~ldid "~*b:th ~.;~ A ~d 
&&ked," But why do you keep him on ~ The &Il8wer wall: 
"I am his last customer."l 

Sismondi had affectations and small vanities which were 
dist4WIt-eful to Englisb ideas. 1 remember my mother', 
deecribing how he would say "petik Emma," &8 lbe W&I 
comlng into the room, in an a8ectedly ca.rtllllling way. But. 
in aU eesentials he W&8 worthy of JeMie, and he W&II bound­
Jees1y hospitablo and kind to all hie English cODnectiona. 
Hie sister-in· law Fanny, in spite of ber real regard for him, 

:;~:e:~:g: !k~ ::~~toofra~ c: ~esi~ 
hand. That be made her welcome to hil hOU1te for montha 
at a time mows true magnanimity of nature, and illuatratee 
hie profound devotion to bil wife. 

p1:~T~~e·~vse!~~~p!!a "IeFe~~!~!~ :!b1~~~d. v~~ ;;Z:l 
!~h&':~=~tn~fJc~.n~.!!~~~=,:! 
~ (2nd edn. 187e) h .. m1lClh .oou~ him and e Geoe't'a-Coppet 

~i:1.~!=,~~Or~~~II:t;!!~~w: 
ohr6tienne fen'eJlte, un pea mJ'ltiqae, 1. m6na i.ueneiblemen' d'un 

~~~~~~~~.ditl~::ne~oim~ -:ti:;.n0:eD':! lJ: f~.~~!t 
d'amoUl'." 
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m!n~:,ll:~~~=g :::t::u!w:O!~:~ ::.~ 
inEngland,may beet be given heI'e. and thua fini8h the picture 
of her carly married ille. 

Fo.'nfty AlUn lo M;r ,wkr Jfr8 J08iaA Wedgt.oood . 

CBtHa, 31 JlOlf, lUI. 

. . . When we drove up here Siamondi W808 in a tr&neport, 
tike a child that could not contain itself, at the door, and 
J llMie looked also delighted to 800 him again. Their moot.ing 
bu given me groat utisfaction. He has been &8 busy awl 

• bee to get the houae in order for ber; it is made very com· 
fortable, and 80 clean that it is a luxury .Iter the inns of 
France. The library downstairIJ is • nioe room, entirely 
covered with boob, the drawing-room, where we are now 
litting, will when it is carpeted be comfortable a180, it ia 
Btted up with red and gold-colour calico, which looks warm. 
Tben there are two sofas, and when tbere ia a large table, 
and. it geta the look of habitation it will be a nice room. 
Our bedroom is large and commodious, a light yellow paper 
and white beds. Sismondi has papered nearly all the rooms 
in JeMie's absence; he has bought a little carriage, a bone, 
and a cow; he is very fond and proud of his purch&866. He 
laid he had made t 120 by his looturea. He bore the wit­
appointment of Jeeeie's failure! uncommonly well, though 
he 8till thin.ka that he is right and the English boobeller 
wrong, reepecting the probable aa10 of an English tre.nsl.ation 
of his French Hi8tory. J6il8ie found her bureau filled with 
money, both for her allowance and for the business of the 
bouse. Sismondi appeara to me to hit the right middle of 
liberality and prudence. He is an exoo1lcnt man, and J668ie 
looks very happy and beaming with him. She h&8 not been 
fatigued, and to-day she is in your purple gown, looking 
better than I have ever seen her do at aU. You will \.Ie 
interested in a11 these pt.rticu\&rs &hout her, and I &m sure 

I Je.ie Siemondi had attempted to arrange for the publiaation 
of .. trlltlWation of IiliI hiator,. made by her. 
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it will give you pleMOft. You know we expected to find 
the poor beast ga.sping in the gwen but Beauty bu had 
better luok in reality t.ha.n in the tale. . 

Etnma Allen to her nteu Eli2ltlbeth Wedgwood. 

CHtN_, J_ I, 1821. 

. I never saw such rapture aa hill to meet Jeesi.e, or 
such a state of happiness ever einoo we a.nived. Jeesie 
also appeat'll gay and b&ppy, Md amnsee benelf in talking 
nOJlllellBe to puzzle him. She is much pleMed with the 
eJ.terationa he bas made in the bou&&. There are two very 
agreeable Bummer sitting-rooma, in winter I suppose there 
will be a difficulty in keeping them warm. At preeent. and 
pr.rticularly when the weather gets hot, we shall find the 
coolness and space of this bouse qa,ite the thing. 

I lutove not cared to repeat the account of our jowney 
because I wrote it yesterday to Baugh [Allen], but for fear 
you should desire to know it. I must tell you tb&t our 
departure from London waH upon the whole far lesa sad 
than 1 expected it. 

To avoid Paris we took the upper route, but to shorten 
it, were directed at CaJ.a.is not to go M 1M &8 CAmbray I in 
foUawing which direction we fell into the most detestable 
roads that ever were, and we got frightened and tired, ex· 
peoting the carriage to break to pieces. and were obliged 
to walk. for near two poets. Thursday was a very heAVY 
day on us. After toiling all day till six in the evening. 
among bad roads which made ua tremble for our carriage 
afteT we had got out of it. when we arrived at the poet, 
the one before St Quentin, they M8Ured ua we should have 
• charming road on; but unluckily we lOOn found that we 
had to oontend with roads infinitely worae than what we 
had paeeed in the morning, and it became 80 deep and 
narrow, tha.t before tbe carriage stuck (ut, we felt aeaUTed 
tbe foolieb boy who wall driving UII had mi8took hill way. 
When it did we scrambled out &8 we oouJd. Jeseie stood 
guard on the carriage while Fanny a.nd I ran different ways 
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aver .. grMt wide ploughed plain, almost .t the extent of 
wmch I obaerved a llmn-honae. However before I reached 
&bat I fell in with some waggoners, and they and their honea 
.fter a time helped WI out of the rut; then we took one of 
c.hem .. a guide to the Saint Quentin road, for we were. a.8 

we expected. in some croBS one in which, they told U8. if 
we had gone much further we must inevitably ha.ve boon 
over-turned. We had to walk full two hourB following our 
anh&ppy-looking carriage. appearing every five minutes a.a 
if it W&8 going to be plWlged [word tom off]. The villages 
we paeeed through were like Jeffrestone, quite M full of 
rmUe], and da.rmfll8 was coming; on 80 fast, 1 wonder we 
OICapod being swallowed up in it. Ii was quite dArk when 
we arrived on the pa~. and never was I more glad in my life 
to arrive at any place ; a.nd we amved. at St Quentin between 
ten and eleven, tired and out of humour. which. ditty inn 
did not improve. The next da.y we had still to contend 
witb bad roa.ds, but fatigue made us take them &8 gonlly 
.. possible. a.nd a.a our carriage bad eacaped the day before 
with no more damage than six {raw repaired, we began 
to feel confidence in it; and Fanny's outcries when the 
caniage went aaide subsided, and I w .. 8urprised to observe 
how littlo hArm &0 much fatigue did her. After. or rather 
before we arrived at Dijon, and from thenoo on to this place, 
our journey Wall entirely agreeable, the travelling in and view 
from the Jur& finer than I ever thought it before. The 
wee.thcr wae splendid, and Mont Blanc broke on us in aJl iLH 
&lory. 
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CHAPTER XI 

1819-1823 

Em~~;!!~~::~::J~a. ':~:t-t!e~~t~ 
~~~~ITn-~D~:w~=:a~lICt!1~TIi~Tbe~i'.!:d! 
.t Geneva. 

IN 1819 the WedgwoodsJeft Etruria., a.nd from now onwardll 

ra~lya~~~ JV~y~~:a~F=/::gl=~t:~: 
13 and 11 years old, under the charge of their aunt Emma 
Allen at Ma.er. 

Emma Allen to her ntece Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

MUll B.u.x., NI)f!. 161A, 1819 . 

. . . Emma. says you are all 80 good about writing from 
Cresselly, tb&t she thinks once a week will not be good 
enough for us to reply to you . In compliance wiih her 
opinion I advance my time for writing to you. Now 
for an account of the homo department, which is just 808 

flourishing &8 it can be. I marvel &t the strength of the 
girls' spirits &8 much as I do at the perfection of their 
tempers. I fool now very sure tha.t not only not & cr0e8 word 
ever passes between them, but that an irritable feeling never 
a.risce:. Fanny, to be sure, i.e calmne&s itself, but the vivacity 
of Emma's feelings, without perfectly knowing her, would 
make me expect that Fanny's reproofs, which she often 
gives with an elder sister.a. would rofBe her. little; but 
I h60ve never seen that erpreaaive fa.ce ta.ke the shadow of 
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a.n angry look, and I do think her love for Fanny is the 
prettiest thing I ever 8&W. But I am observing to you wb&t 
I am sure you have observed yourself a thousand times, 
but these little creatures have filled my mind more tha.n any 
other subieot lately, so I like to let a little of it out to you. 
I ascribe much of Emma's joyous nature to bave been 
eecured, if not caused, by Fanny's yielding disposition; 
had the other met with a cross or an opposing sister there 
was every chance that with her ardent feelings, her temper 
had booome irritable. Now ehe is made the he.ppies.t being 
tb&t ever waalooked on, and eo much affection in her nature 
aa willsooUte her from seLfishnee&; and I believe it is a.ccording 
to Sarah's theory that plant and weed do not grow together. 
I am almost a.fraid to tell you how active we are, for fear 
you should expect more fruits from it than we shall be able 
to produce. We get up all three of us now every day by 
candle light; to-day we were at breakfast at ; after 7, and 
by 10 the Bible and the reading Italian was over with both 
girls, when I left them for Betley. In general we find 
ample employment till 1, and then find an hour for music 
when we come in at 3 or half after. I believe I told you 
before that they declared their resolution of taking an 
additional half-hour to their music. I believe they have 
not missed doing so for one day since, between dinner and 
tea. The drawing has rather fallen, through mending 
etookinge, talking nonsense, and playing with kitten. I 
do not know what their father will say at such a show of 
cats, but 3 is now our number except at schooltime, and 
then kitten is expelled, for I found abe made me idle as 
much as either of them; there is something very irresistible 
in the gambols of suoh a little crumb of a thing. In spite 
of Joe and the cats, we contrive to keep the room very 
comfortable e.nd tolerably tidy; it is what I labour most a.t. 
Their iather's coming down to-morrow will, I hope, stimulate 
t hem to fresh exertions, &8 I &Bsure them he approves of 
tidinese. The worst news I have to tell you is that I fear 
Triton is lost. He would frequent Lightfoot's, and it is 
8upposed a soldier enticed him away; he ha.s not boon heard 

nine 
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of since this day week. when the girls and I fint miaeed him 
in our DlOrning walk. Good night. dear Elizabeth, I am 
very tired. so I wonder why I wrote 80 much to you. 

Affectionately yours E. A. 

Mf"8 JOBiah Wtdgwood to her 8\8U.T Madame BiBmondi. 

[Mua], Jl_l 23. 1820-

. . . Your Parmesan cheeee and the noble basket of figs 
are arrived safe. and the size and beauty of the cheeee has 
been the wonder of lfa.er. Mr and Mrs Harding came over 
to see it, and pronounced it the Dlost beautiful cheese th&t 
ever was seen, and I got them the receipt from Jenny 
[Wedgwood's] letter and they are determined to try it this 
summer. We were obliged to saw it, &nd we lived upon the 
sawdust for some days. A thousa.nd tblmks for that a.nd 
the figs. I hope you will taste them both with us, and see 
how excellent they are, though you will not. have the endear~ 
ing sentiment that gives them such an increased value to 
us. I have sent & piece to Parkfields, Betley, &nd London, 
and I have got one for Mardooks when Kitty [Mackintoeh] 
goes, and I bave got such,., quantity besides; it is indeed,., 
magnificent choose. You ask, my Je88, what the carriage 
was, and in compliance with your wishes I must tell you 
that it was somewhere ,.,bout :£3, 80 that it does not reach 
the vaJue of it, 808 you fancied it might, as I believe Parmesan 
cheese sells at lao Gd. a pound, and this I believe does not 
come to tid. 

Kitty M. baa written to deeire me to eend the hones for 
her on Saturday. She &00 enoIoaes U8 & letter from Mr 
Lealiel to Mackinto6h, pree&ing him n:oeedingly to offer 
himseU for the vlt.C&nt cha.ir &t Edinburgh, aeauring him that 
for some years it will be worth :£1500 per "nn., .. nd saying 

1 John Le6lie(1766-1832), eon of a Soottim carpenter. lIr.." at thia 

~'!ro~th: ~J:!= ~~~~ ~~er&w:~~T:!! 
Wedgwood, who haQbeen hiI fBllo ... ·at:nOent at Edinbnrgh. and ... ho 

~=~e~! an(S::2!!oj,.~~':~~p-::)'k 
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tIaai be thinb if he propoees him.JeU there will be no oppo­
.won to him, a.nd tbt be may attend P&rliament, u he will 
bI.t liberty from Marcb till November. I wifIh exceedingly 
_ would offer. Kitty'. opposition ie very much abated. 
)lei Lord L&n8downe and Lady Holland are both &gain81i it 
hom aeJ.fiah motivee no doubt; for thoee people wbo fare 
... ptuoualy every day have no idea that anybody i.e ever 
.. -n.nt of a dinner. and when fu.U gorged themee1VeI have 
WAre to speculate at their ease upon the conduct of their 
poorer neighbours. Lady Holland had the face the other .y to ask Baugh (Allen] to put off hie ma.rriage for a year! 
H ... only motive. to keep the Warden1 a little longer in ber 
llaack.lee. and thia ia tbe way abe balanOO8 her own .lighteeli 
tcDverUences with the happiness of others .... 

IIr6 JonaA WWgwood to Au 6i6~a MOOatM Si.ntwftdi. 

¥.uK, JIGy 16, 1820 . 

. Kitty Mackintosh and her daughten went on Wed· 
DIlday. and her Tiait. here waa entirely agreeable from 
beginning to end. She waa kind and affectionate to me 
aDd good-humoured and agreeable to everybody. I think 
1 may 8&y with truth that no cloud ever interrupted the 
pJeuure I bad in her 8OOiety. Her girl. 8OOlD. very happy 
with her, and though abe gives them multitudes of diret).. 

\iona, aa the neither inailt8 upon obedience. nor goee out of 
luunour when abe ia not obeyed. it dOOl not interrupt the 
pncra.1 bannony. It had only thie bad effect that Fanny 
[Mackintosh] constantly mountll the oppoeition coach and 
drives it with the moet uninterrupted composure. 

Mr6 J08ioA JYe.d(ftDOOd to Atr ,iater MadD~ B'nnond'. 

Illla, JtIly 31n, 1820 . 

. . . Having given you a little respite, it it time, de&ft8t 
of the dear. to begin again .. 

I Dr John ADen .uooeeded to the MMterehip "hen t.lWI " at 
vaoated on Baugh Allen'. marriace. 
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The Raoeo bep.n ~y, and by _ ... have 
had the 8Il1al'teIt I18k1at we ever had, AI our carriage ill DeW. 

-.od being 10 many we were obliged to have four bonet ; 
and the poet-boys had been atimul&ted by .. rival inn to 
sport new blue jacket. and sil'Yer-laoed ha~ 80 we went to 
the eo ..... g1mou.ly. Eliza, Caroline, Tom ODd llob Wedg­
'Wood1 are with Y, and I 6nd. it much more oomfortab1e not 
to have any otdlr~r.. To-day however we have the 8neyd­
Kynnenlyt. who dine and go to the ball. Eliza Wedpood 
• :r..dy PatroDMl. but ahe ill lookiDg very ill. and Iho ba.e 
DO nDity to gn.t.ify. I can't think what ill the reuoa, abe 
II8eDlI to bave nodieorder. but_iI juatlike .. fading flower. 
Charlotte had .. DeW' pink Ip8DCeJ' and boonct, and 1 liner 

laW her look eo haodeome in my life. (N.B. You need DOt 

&Il1WfII' any of theee aort of remarlal.) San.b lent ua her 
phaeton. aDd I put in it little Pepper .00 Mustard. rJiu 
Fanny MId Emma, to go to the CoUl'lle, hut that might bve 
been .. eerioUi matter, .. the bone took fright, and over-­
turned them and their driver; but luckily without the 
IIl\&lleat injury to any of them. After the Coune we went 
to Dr Beloombe'e to tea, .nd then to the Play. 

Friday. The Racee &re over, and we areoooe more quiet 
..00. .. Uttle dull, not that. the ucit.ement baa been gtMt. 
We have bad one very good baD, and ODe .bortioo of ODII 

laat night that I had tbe mWottune of being prime agent iD, 
.nd lot which tbme were not more Ulan 20 people. Tbey 
are noli like our old Haverford meetiDga. wben we could 
danoe aU: night.e together .. 

Theee r&08II and ~balle .~ to have played. • 1a~ 

~b~hlretry~· F~Ywrote (1::; ~~::. 
.hich I enjoyed the ~ all the prooeedinp; it ... the 
prettielt race I ever ..... I berlin"e that among amUll'JlDeDta 

m~,r=°.3.~i~::t.~::"" Wedgwood, and wife of Dr 
Robert Darwin, bad died in 1817, wben Marianne, tbe 
eldeIt daughter, waa 19, and Caroline 17 yean old. 

I Chlldml 01 the JohA weqwooda. 
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J4ari&n.ne and Caroline took oharge of the houaehold on 
eM dMth of their mother. a.nd Caroline taught her little 
t.ot.ber and liat.er. Charles and Catharine, who were eight 
aad .even yeare old. 

The ft!oW;ga~e~ ~,:, ~~~be~~~ f~b~~ 
~ OWellJl of Woodhouse. mentioned. in the following 

='=i::e~~~~l"8~ya~;~ ~~=t::d~ 
ablp for Sa.rah. the eldest MiA Owen (&lterwards Mrs Hali­
burton), and numywere the .torice WB heard. about biB viait. 
to Woodhouae. 

Eliz.rJbd4 W ulgwood to 1Lt,. Gum Fa""y AUe". 

My DLUl FANNY, SIlll:l;WSBl1aT, ao En., 1820. 

WhBn WB came here we found the Dr at :Henrick 
where Le.dy Rill ia very ill a.fter her confinement. 80 we ha.d 
a quiet dinner with nobody but Erasmus. The next day 
Caroline WIUI very busy scrattlingl and IJl&.king a gown 
which WIUI to be done in one day. and ha.ving her hair out 
and tbe rooDll IUT&nged. Sunday we dined. at hall-put 
one, <ltett afterwards. and sat about 3 hot1l'8 expecting the 
tide to come in about dark. and rather .tiff and awful the 
evening wu. I now like Mrs Owen very muoh, but her 
manner. are at tim very gra.ve and cold. M.i8I Owen is 110 

very little girl of 16, 110 mOlt prodigious friend of Susan'., 
and Mr Sor i& consta.ntly making fun of their friendship. for 
whioh Suae.n ha.tee him heartily, but Miss Owen does not 
mind. They lit by one another. and then Mr Sol' quiuel 
them. then they lit asunder, but all in va.in; he 8&y8 such 
entertaining things with such IIoDluting loob that it .is im­
poeeib1e not to laugh. Mi88 Owen began the MY6tenu 0/ 
Udolplao wben first she CADle. but ~rr. Owen thought it 
would ta.ke her up 80 much that abe would not be able to 
attend to bel' ainging. 80 abe first tried to ree.eon her out of 

1 .. 8or.ttle." • DOrth-OOuntz:T. "ont. It mean., as uaed b1 
tbtl Wedgwoodl ud Danrini. tid,.m.g up, anlo1lJiltg ud IIefIing to 
~1. Other mer.niDp are .uo ainD in the DiolId 
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it, and when that had not much effect, ehe gave her a wiling 
to put off reading it till she went home, and gave her Guy 
Manm ring and the Romance oJ the Forut to rmd meanwhile; 
but she says she would like to have the book &gain and give 
back the shilling. We dine at 6 and the whole morning is 
taken up with the leeeona, exoopt about half an hour given 
Mr Sol' to run on the gravel wa.lb. Then a.fter tea till bed­
time Mr Sol' site a.t the pianoforte a.nd plays and sings 
dUlerent things from memory, sometimes roars a whole 
chorus till he is quite red in the face, or plays the guitar. 
Then all we young ladies perform our different perform­
ances. Charlotte and I always sing a trio with Mr Sor, 
which is perfectly delightful, he sings so beautifully. I 
should like to spend our whole lessons singing with him 
instead of learning. Last night he made us laugh till we 
cried with taking off the whole French oper., Lais, who 
roars in the depths of his stomach, and Madame Somebody 
who shakes her two arms at onoo. 

There is just come in a heap of new music and everybody is 
rushing to examine it, so I shall go a.fter the rest .. 

The life at Maer, with its carele88 freedom and abeence of 
re8traint, waa 8. great oontra8t to that at the Mount. There 
all was orderly and correct, and everyone must conform to 

~;d~::rr~yV::~h~! ::ta:~h~h~ Jr:, ~'::t ~~nZ:~ 
ih1!t L::~:~~e:, ~~l=:~tdd ~::~~ ~~: hr!~ul~ 
say, .. Hm, hm, what is Emma. Nying 1" I remember her 

~::Jr.usH~b~:aaca.~lio~~ev~~tfn:?1 ::= ~~ 
though with great moral fearlessness, and the venturesome­
ness and untidiness of a boy were equally dist:.a.sWiful w 
him. No son however could have been more devoted and 
more reverent than our f&ther. Indeed, when he said." My 
father thought 01' did 80 and so," we all )mew that in his 
mind there could tben be no further queation in the matter; 
what his father did or thought W&8 for him absolutely true, 
right,andwu.e. 

Caroline a.nd Susan Darwin both had high spiritll, abound­
ing life, and deep feeling. 
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~:;e:::~8~~t~~:a':d~I:~;'::: 
black hair growing low on her wide fomhead. "She looked 
lib a. Dueheaa," her ooumn Frank Wedgwood. wrote of her. 
Both were t&ll, r.nd Suaan had both beauty and sweetneee. 
Jl'anny Allen spoke of Suaan &8 pleaaing her extremely: .< She 
.. .0 blolldtome. 10 gay and. 10 innooent." Susan Darwin 
KId J .... Wedgwood, daughter of John Wedgwood and 

=i;!7tC::;kna~~ ~~:!:~n~ L;dia~~at=!r; 
to Kitty and Lydia. in Pridt and Pre;udtct. But we were 
always told th&t Susan had a. eettled reeolution a.ga.inst 
......-ying. 

~ ~:!~6 ~~J'l~)n;~an~nu:~ ~edtr-:m~~~: 
\0 London to be plaood a.t achool a.t Greville House. on 
Paddington Green. Paddington was then a. semi~rura.l 
.uJage. 

The echool waa deacribed by Be8IJY aa .. comfortable old 

~:~r;!o::f ~:r:~'n~~~~~8:t~gt;t;:=':~d 
Ihe added ... FAnny and Emma went very aheerfuUy. but 

:::t~~:b::~rv:g~~~~!~8~~ 
tJ;a7tb~evO~o~!n°~a~&:ie~~~g:n~~th wft~tl!~ 
~mm& was ODO of the ahow perlo11Den on the piano, and 
WM ODe dl.y !lent (or to play to George IVth'. Mrs -Alllettera to &lid from the girls were read by Mre Mayer. 
and Besey told Jessie Sisroondl that abe IhouJd not let the 
girl write to her, al ahe was lure their letters thm IUperviBed 

::.: ~:!t~:~~ ~~v~f:~e~~~h!~~~h~f 
Mrs Mayer to their couainB that they bve heam alive to 
kindneu when it is ahewn them. "It menda our hearta to 
feel warmth towarol thOfl6 that are kind to us, and tWl I 
hope will urge you never to forget how kind your aunta have 
always been to you, and do not forget a meuage now and 

t.hS~~:,q:Ia ~~:!~~~n :::~r: t~~~' ri7.ee for quiet 
behaviour at the Sunda.y-8Chool at :J":r, weich W88 taught 
by the family and held in the laundry. There was no week· 

1e::L,t:::~to;~ i!u~:=~~.ooat and trouen from e~ht 
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day achool, and thie Snnday-achool. containing 60 children, 

r:~~h~t~ ~;~~b!~Y Sh:~:Po!if~:; det~~ 
little stories written in eimple WOrdB a.nd just suited for eo 
ohild's mind. Theee she had printed in large tJPe for the 
use of the school. We, bet own children, were taught to 
read out of this little book, a.nd were fond of tbeee atories, 
which lI.re "DlO~ some of our e&rlie&1; l'OO()liectiollA. We 

:~~~=to~ ~e~:::t~";l:~~:~~t it, of the 
Fanny and Emma. 8pent only oDe year at Mrs Mayer's, 

!~~~r E~:c::o: =~~!:~~~d:r o:h~h:u:~iBi~ 
her 8i8tel'8 Elizabeth and Charlotte, with ooca.sionai muters 
wben opportunities occ1llTed. 

Mr8 J08ialr. Wedgwood to ker suter Fanny .A.Uen 
at Gemva. 

(Loll'DoNl JflIfI,. n, 18H • 

. . At dinner we had ]'Ir WhiBhaw and Mr Viz&rd, a. very 
plea.sa.nt day, but the best part of the whole was that Mr 
Wbishaw took me for you, my Fanny, all dinner time. I 
have not been 80 plea.sed a. great while. I had & now cap on. 
I will always put it on when I mea.n to be oharming. Now 
when I have 80 long been pitying myself for growing oJdl 
and ugly w be taken for my Fan! I thought he attended 
W me more than usual at dinner, but I only set it down w 
my being particularly agreeable. 

Mr& Jo&ioh Wedgwood to Mr &i.9ter Madilnu 8i671'l.01Ul'. 

H..u....4.priJ84.\.1822. 

I have now two delightful letters to thank. my Jesaie fOt'. 
and I can send this for nothing by Edward Holla.nd, which 
is a great encourager to begin a long letter. I shall send 
you the two Ia.st Edinburgh ReviW1& by him. indeed, I should 
have done 90 before if I had not imagined you had them in 
BOme other way. Blael:wood'il MGga%iM is always running 

, She Wall ftfty-eight. and Fanny Allen forty-one yean old-
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_ the E. R~ -.od at all the anthon with a maJ.ignity that 
I don't know how to aoeount for. A number is regularly 
tent to Mac.kintOl!oh at Brooks', he doea not know from 
whom, and it generally contains some abuse of himself. It 
ill MtoniBhing the ill~will he excites, and I do believe it i8 
DOt.bing but biB ill mannen, for as to political anim06ity, be 
cannote:J:cite that., one would think, being the mOf3t moderate 
of the whole aet .. 

1 think you used Fanny [Allen] very ill, not to let her tee 

IIer lover. I see you keep up your old W&ys of m8on&ging 
her and Emm&. Was there ever euch a 88.ucy way of 
rejecting a poor lovier , . . 

I beg. my Jessie. you will not. 8&y anything to take off 
from the pleasure I h&ve in being Soott. purveyor to your 
Idshn8118. I think Mr Sharp undernluee Scott. The five 
Wiee be ventured to oompare to him were,:Mrs Radcliffe. 
lladame d'ArbIa.y, Mi8lI Edgeworth, Mise Austen, and Mrs 
Brunton,-the latter surely very inferior. It is very odd, 
if irue, but. I 10m aBIIured Miss AtUlten's works do not. sell 
"", Iond Mt.ckintoeh ra.tee ber above them aU, even Scott 
himself I think. Min Edgeworth is now in lodgings in 
London, shewing the world her sistere, and her sillten! to the 
'W'Orld. She ba.a been spinnIng out visit. to all her a.cquaint.­
anoe, and ahe haa the credit of wanting to ma.rry up the 
young onet; but Fanny i.e delicate, and I should think it 
ftJrY likely she might go off as so many of her family have 
done. Eliza [Wedgwood) met them at a dinner Mrs Holland' 
pve them in RuaseU SqU&re the other day; but it was a]~ 
pther a grea.t meu, they came ~qu&rter6 of an hour 
afWr the dinner-hour, and went off before tea to two other 
parties. Her chief topio was drees, and the true Parieian 
out of a gown. Surely thiB is affectation. 

JOI baa ordered me a little on&--boree phaeton, instead of 
tbe oh.ar-~b&no that I '1'1'&8 thinking of, and that gave you 
10 muoh trouble. I think I 8hall not ride much any more ;1 

I The StriJlton Holland family. "hom the WedpoodJ fltited 
~~~=~ndoD, were related to them in the ... me ,,&., .. the 

• She had had a bad fall from her hone lhortlJ before. 
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I am grown timid, and. my arm oontinoea weak. I don't 
think. however, ae it is not the bridle hand, tha.t it would 
hinder me if my spirit W&8 better. However wben 1 have 
got my Sbandreda.n J ahall not want to ride. 

Madame Simwndi fo her siiJUr MrlJ Jonah Wedgwood. 

G:aNlIIV .... Ih4. 19. J82! . 

. . . We are made very he.ppy by the good acCOtmt you 
give of YOUl'lleif. You have occupied my thought.e and 
feelings very muoh since my presentiment gave me the first 
alarm; more than I liked to 8&y while you were still. unwell ; 
it I:Ie6ms the a.me thoughts and prayen ocoupied us at the 
B&me time. I believe I am a. little superstitious in my loves 
&ad friendships, a.nd I like to enooW'&ge it contrary to my 
underat&nding, because It ill agreeable to my feeliDga to give 
a.a it were a. little aa.orednesa to them. You would think me 
a. fool if you knew wbat notice I t.&1m of periods, ooinci­
dences, simil&rities, &nd. the whole trt.in of accidents that 
constitute the lighter superstitiODB. I often think if I were 
you, how fearless I should feel of dee.th. Perhaps it is our 
duty to aspire to the highest degree of perieotion we are 
capable of in thia life, but my aspirations, my hopes, my 
prayers even, do not go beyODd. wha.t you are; &nd oh that 
I may one da.y reach th&t, eo &8 to be ineepa.rably united. to 
you. A very wann devotional feeling is more a. great enjoy­
ment to oneself th-.n nooeIfI6l'J to our &&l.vation, I 8hould 
hope. from its depending &0 much on the pbysioaJ ooMtitu­
lion of our nature. The mother of a family can never hang 
80 loose on life as one whose cat6fl a.nd hopes terminate in 
her own generation. I MOuld feel ever ready to quit life if 
I had but reached your atandard, and this i& one of my 000-

S01a.tiODB for never having known the higbeet el .. of feelings 
granted us. 

I have been interrupted no lees than three times in this 
little BCl'a.p of a latter; I do not know now what I wae going 
to Bay and I see wh&t I have already said is broken out of 
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aU time and tune. I b&te h80ving the che.in of my thoughte 
and feeJ.ingi broken when once I b&ve begun a letter. When 
1 return to it it give. me • d.isgust for wb&t I ba.ve e.1ree.dy 
written-we shall lee how that will be to-morrow. 1 Wall 

full of nothing but you and Dlyself when I began. but now 
&be aocount.8 of the minagt (as we Genevoi&es call it), a 
aumtuam.a.k.er and a little ta.lk:mg lriahwoman, have put 
to other thinga in my head. Farewell to you and me for 
_yo 

20th. This goes, though it.is a pity to sbew what a. gooeo 
J am, but I do not mind it to you, who h80ve love enough 
aDd to .pare for me to .hew myself under wha.t oolonn 1 
Uooee. My bo&at of "hanging looee on life" needs 80me 
uplanation, lest you may think it ar.isea from a sad feeling, 
or • want of bappineee, which .is by no mea.na the 0&88. 1 
MIl afraid of ita being an 8oudacioWi feeling, till I am wb&t 
:JOG are, 80nd therefore do not give it all the t?ncourr.gement 
I might. but I 80m 80 oontented with it that 1 sometimes 
think I would not change it for a circumstance that would. 
I have always thought, give greater happiness than 8ooy· 
thing in this world, that 1&, suppoeing I had &8 much good 
laak, if luck it might be ca.lled, &8 you have bad, leet it 
Ihould bind me too much to life. You are not to imagine 
that I have any d.i800nwnt with my present existence, 
bec&uae 1 do not feel more bound to it. I am not sure I 
cUd not feel the IJame when I Wall with John [Allen] 80t 

Cnelelly. but I am very timid of the future ; the latter daYB 
01 tboee who have not youth and lifo around them mue! 
-.rily be mournful at the beet. and might be very 
peJ.ntul. As BOOn 8,8 I 80m worlhy I should be glad to eacape 
from it, yet my daily life i8 almost MI bappy and 8.8 gay aI 

it ..... in my best days, 1 believe. and will be 80 &8 long &.8 I 
..., in aight all I love-alaa, it is but mental sight. But if 
1 bad eettJOO. in England I could not hue Lived with all, 
Dar could I have even aeen them more orten ; and I have one 
that, if a longing ~ me, will let me go tG-morrow ; and 
&bat every day I live with him makes me the more feel how 
muoh he swte me, how much he loves me and who will stay 

10 
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by me to the end, and whom I Ion to .. depee that m&lr.:ea 
me often forget all I haYe 10M. Who is there in life t.ha~ b&I 
Dot to weigh the good aDd eril1 and it ofteo bappem to me 
that the evil kick. the beam. I ban cm1y to keep my 
thought. from the put r.nd the future, the preamt II calm, 
comfortable. happy. ud. frequently from animal tpirita 
joyoue. 1 do not pretend that 8 .. ie the molt apeeab1e 
man that liVN, hut to me be ia .. choice compaoion. 1 have 
more tbo1llbte and feelinp in common witb bim than 1 have 
even with the _ten I have mc.t lived with; aad then I1ICh 
t4m.clerrIe.. I1lCb indulgence .. I had ..... iJDacioed or 
boped for, and .. tirmuMe to neiIi me when I am .. fool. for 
which 1 love him.u the better, tbon&h he thwart. me; but 
there are tim. I lib being tbw&l'ted. Aa for' the materi&J 
of life, I have DeYeI' .. I. any period felt 10 oomplMelJ -..y. 
J have DO wiah ungratified, I have my pocket. generally fuJI, 
and .. year', income in advance. I do not. eugente wben 
I .. ,. all thz. happine. that I haYe been diqlayiq to you 
ia gone when you are ailing. 

We luckily came into the toWD the day before the firlt 
snow, and find ounelvea very comfortable. We b.ve Dot 
yet gone out mucb, but in the fortnight that we haTe been 
already boueed. we bt.u bad three of our readiDi toirhll 
which have been very &gftI66b1e. and I bYe Pno OM little 
te.lking one, which went oft' with great IIQQC)NB. 

I find here I am very apt to make frieodahipa with bad 
women, by lOme meaoa or otb_ I have peat attraciicm for 
them. There is a R1IIIian bere, etaugb_ to ODe of the 
Rusaia.n min.men, a Prince lApa1lkyne, that hu t&bn • 
great fancy to me, and baa deputed me aometimee to 
cha.peron her daughter, a fair clner girt who the,. ., ia 
really a daugbter of t.he Emperor .Aleuod.. and whom her 
reputed father will they _y make one of the pe&t.ed beir­
eue8 in Europe. Her mother ie very baDdaome and very 
elegant and modeei ill her manner. She II ar.o ftIlJ "til', 
and at agreeable oompany .. a penon C&Il be, whaee char-­
acter does not keep pace with her other attractione. ] am 
Dot myeeU fI1U'e .be ia out of the coune, but the ia out of 
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eootety. and under very suspicious cirownat&nOO8. I cannot 
.bandon her alao. but I am not BOrry that she haa set off 
to-d&y for Faria .... 

Mrs Jofla.h Wedgwood to her "'"ttr Mad4.tn.t Si3TnOndi. 

M.u: •• Jim. 30, 1823 . 

. . . I am going to begin a letter to you, my beloved Je&aie. 
without knowing when it will be finished; for I am going 
preeent.1y to spend a couple of daya at Betley Hall. 
But 1 will not faU into egotWn before I hlltve told the very 
great pleaaute your last gave me. by entering 80 fully into 
your own situation and leelin", and by giving me such an 
entire conviction of YOut ba.ppin688. Dearest Jessie, how 
much I am obliged to you for it. Wh&t oould ooD80le OJ 

for your distance, but the knowing this , and bow very much 
does it inOl'ealle my affection (shall I call it !) for Sismondi. 
He would be an odd person if he did not value 8uch a wde. 
but how many odd ones litre there in the world for one S. 
mondi. Give him therefore my love with more than WluaI 
w .. rmth. 

8.ndoy.-1 took this to Betley on TbUl'8day thinking I 
might find BOme odde or ends of time to 6ni&h it, but they 
DeTer came and I brought it home ... I took it there. JOII 
and I, with Elir.a.betb and the two younger gille. went to 
pay a friendly visit. where by agreement there W&8 to be no 
party to meet U8. I enjoyed my vwt very much, liking Mra 
Tollet and the girls 80 much &.81 do. We had a. great dea.l of 
working, talking. and singing. Mrs Tollet is exceedingly 
religious, and I think her duty to God is the fint object of 
her thoughtIJ. She IS also 80 siogle-hea.rted that it is & great 
plouuro to be with her, and to read & heart 80 entirely with­
out guile ••.. 

I am very much complimented on my improved looks, 
which only oonvinOO8 me bow ill I looked before. With 
reepect to my eoul's health. oh how I wish I W&8 what YOut 
too dattering opinion ma.k61 me. Do you know that I never 
feel 80 humbled &8 when I look &t the picture in your imagin-
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atron and compare it with myeelf; but still I love the &800-
tion that does 110 misrepresent me and would not lose it for 
worlds. 

I have boon reading a good deal about the doctrine of 
original sin and the being born again, and I am puuled. If 
we are incapable of the least effort of oureelvea, and mUtit 
owe every good thought to the inspiration of God, it seems 
to put good and evil out of our own power. Is this Calvin­
ism 1 This i, Mrs Toilet'. doctrine, and I believe that of 
most of the evangelical clergy .... 



1823-18U] 

CHAPTER xn 
1823-1824 

B:&88Y W&8 DOW 59 yean old, a.nd her sensitive tempera.ment 
often ea.used her to suffer, as age told upon her health. 
She wrote (1823): "When I consult. my feelings they are 
often 80 lively t.hat I am obliged to watch my expressions 

t: ~e:~ro~::~: ~Pn::~g gr~r:!!~h~~estn!;~~~ 
'With a. new scene. . .. Some caUBe8 of anxiety I have had, 

~i!:::'sd~e~r~p= ~~~l ~:;::xle=~rat~e:~: 
~~~h~~n,~Ji~f::r~~':i ~~!:!)f:O~' ~~.tr;hl! 
will make us longer on t.he road, /jut &8 our object is to see 
the country it is rather a.n advantage, and I expect groat. 
improvement in my own health from the moderate way in 

w~~~';.e ~~:=e t~:jOS=~'~arwin wore to meet. 

~~?rtth:t ~~:~uf:t~:~: !!e =!~ti~f ~ ~~ 
made whilst staying there to Sydney Smith at his parson­
age, :Foston-Ie-Clay. He had been his own a.rohitect, a.nd 
it was there that he bought a.n a.ncient green chariot 
(christened the "Immortal ") to be drawn by hls cart­
horses; had his furniture made by the village ea.rpenter, and 
found a " little garden girl shaped like a rnilet3tone,~ nick­
named ber "Bunch," and trained ber to become" the best 

~u:~r f: ~: ~:~r~:ers~t a~ :S~~~!:~ ~~t:a~e:ilr ea.~r:i 
" Sydney's orchards. "1 

1 See Reid'. IA/~ of 8ydruy 8,.iQ. 
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Mrs Joriah Wtdgwootllo her 8i&tu Madame S1871l1:>fldi. 

8C.uOBO', .d.wgw.ri 30t1., 1823 . 

. . . I have boon waiting for something very agreeable 
to 8e&8Oll my letter with before I wrote to my ever dear 
Jessie. but we are much too quiet to give me any hope, and 
I ca.nnot rest any longer without telling you how very much 
I like my precious ring that Fanny [Allen] brought me from 
you. I think it very pretty, but it is of more value to me 
than i1 it were of rubies, coming from the dear hand that 
sent it. It also puts me constantly in mind of you, not 
oo1y because you were the giver. but because you yourself 
wore one of the same kind when I last saw you, and I never 
look down upon my hands without thinking of you; and it 
is never off but when I go to bed. 

You will delight to hear that our Fanny looks and 
is in hlgh health; her complexion is muoh finer than when 
we parted. and she looks not a day older. and in my opinion 
prettier. She is also in exoeUent spirits and adds very 
muoh to the pleasure of our domicile. 

It is curious to 800 how much quieter we are here than 
even at Ma.er. for we don't know a single person here. though 
the town is full of vcry smart-looking people and very ga.y 
equipages. Au ru~ it is Itt pleasant place. but the beach 
very. very inferior to Tenby. We went to the tint baU, and 
the attendance was so thin that it quite diaoouraged the girla, 
and though I tried to persuade them to try again I could 
not succeed. The poor muter of the ceremonies looked 80 

melancholy that he excited my tenderest sympathy. I 
think public balla are getting quite out of fashlon. At the 
Jast York Raoo b&ll, whlcb used to be a place where all the 
grandees of thiB very opulent county used to delight in 
shewing themselves, there were only seven couple. I think' 
it is your stately quadrilles that have made the balls so 
dismal. because the English ladies now dance them as if they 
were at a funeral and dancing the dance of death. There 
are a very good company of strolling players here, hut they 
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play to sucb empty hou8e8 that I don't know how they 
exist; a.nd yet they gave WI wax candles last night and woro 
rewarded by an unusually good house, but it seemed an 
enre.ord.i.n&ry piece of good fortune. Last week Fe.nny 
ADen. our two eldCl8t &nd I, paid a visit a.t Sydney 
Smith'", about 30 milee from here, and. were rewarned by 
four of the merriest daye I ever spent. They have built .. 
very pretty Parsonage, and furnished it very comfortably 
without being eIpell8ive. I never saw 8noh a manager as 
Mrs. Smith. Everything is 80 well done without hlUltlo 
that I can't think how she contrives it. They bve a large 
farm, which he u.y, he mr.n.a.ges better than any farmer in 
Yorkshire; the effect of it is however an air of plenty in 
every department that is very agreeable. They 800 a greAt 
deal of company, &nd in the most agreeable way of friends 
eomhtg from a distance to spend some da.ys, and not stiff 
dinner visitll. I like the daughters too 'Very much; Se.ba. is 
not he.ndsome, hut has a very elegant figure. Emily is in 
my opinion very much so, she has a m06t beautiful figure. 
very tall, very brown, bright black eyee, and fine tooth. 
She i8 coming out {or the first. time at the approaching 
Maeio-meeting at York, and great are the preparations 
therefor. We saw two of the drcsao8 which were to make 
.. figure there, one for eaoh was oont down by Miss Fox and 
:Hiae Vernon j a white tulle, worked one in blue and the other 
in pink, a.nd the II600nd drtl88 w&8 from Mrs Sm.ith'e old 
Indian &tores, a wver gaute. Mrs Smith has taught them 
everything, and they Bing and de.noo extremely well. They 
are aU certainly in .. much happjer and more desirabJo 
.ituation than as they were in London. 

GUZTj., J"fl-.y t8, 18!4. 

It is .. long time, dearest Bessy, since you have had the 
pleuure of pa.ying for a letter from me, though you havo 
bad news of U8 reoently enough; it is to be sure of little oon­
eequenoe to whom tho letter is addreaeod in a circle where 
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all are beloved, but I ha.ve a great pleasure in giving and 
receiving the endearing termB from you. I have great 
hopes that this will be one of my golden years, who knows, 
perhaps your dear face may shine upon me' I do not see 
why I may not see you at Chme. I like to think it probable, 
and the little improvements we are making give me 80 much 
the more pleasure beca.uae I think it possible you may look 
in upon t.hem. For my own part I feel vexoo. to have lQ&t 
so entirely all taste for travelling. A journey weighs upon 
my mind as a penance more than a pleasure, and though I 
remain alone, I am glad not to have to go to Paris with 
Sismondi this April; thus pleasures drop from us like leaves, 
one by one, till we &rrive to feeling that repose is the greatest 
of all plea8uree. Poor Emma. [Allen] is confined with broken 
chilblains. It is not for want of fires that she has them, {or 
I endeavour to keep up a continual blaze, and our winter 
rooms are very W&l'lll. Wha.t could John mean by keeping 
himBeH and his friends without fire such an October as we 
have had 1 How I detest the economy of the rich, always 
fa.lling meanly on the neoes8a.ries of life. You shall W&nt 

bread and fire in a house where you may be gorged with 
da.inties. I remember feeling hungry all through t.he day 
at DWlBter Castle till 6 o'clock, when a glutton'S dinner was 
put before one of two dozen dishes. 

I saw a letter the other day from Mr Mallet to Mrs Marcet, 
which sa.id Ma.ckintosh's history was in gre&t forwardness, 
that he bad this winter reed parts of the first volume to 
Lord Holland, wbo liked it very much, and it would be 
published in the spring. How much I wish the news were 
true. 

My Thursday evenings are in great repute, BO that I even 
receive solicitations o{ admittance, but this more emba.rr&8&e8 
tban pleases me, because it is ill-natured, ped&ntic, and a 
thousa.nd evil things to refuse, yet their convenience and 
agreeableness is completely destroyed by admitting num­
hera. It is a great fashion and It. great pride to admit as 
many men as possible in the 3Oi"~e8 and I am the only one 
who exclude or rather limit them, and it is OM of the grea.t 
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nMOD6 that my ""rW are m0T6 agreee.ble. bec.a.uae the 
OOIlvenation being general. the women u.ke a part. Besides 
., poor little genUe Ma.reette, who doee very well to give 
... to a dozen people, would be ramfuzled to give to fort.y. 
Jll"I Marcet 1 is inolined. I think, to manage me, and I do not 
feel inclined to resi&t because &he libe me &nd flatten! me. 
Ilntended thia year to save giving a large party by admitting 
by little and little into the Thursday evenings a.ll to whom 
I owe any civility. Accordingly I began with Sis's &&Creel 
aooUU tU dima11CM, and took MIne de Ca.ndolle to begin. 
JIrI Marcet, who observe is &ell-invited, said to me the 
oSher day, "Ob, I bope you mean to ask Mme de Clmdolle 
..,m, she enjoyed it 80 muoh." "Indeed, I do not know, 
I have .. gre&t many to uk; it is not 80 easy to me to give 
fIftIlY week large pa.rtiee, I ha.ve no men-&erva.nta. It is only 
.. many a.a the maid can serve tea. to that it ia convenient 
to have." "But you may always hire a man bere, it is 80 

..,.; they a.re a.J.ways to be ha.d for 3 francs." The dialogue 
oeeeed, but thought I to myself I ahaJl say no more but 
eeriainly take my own way. Our parties a.re not at all 
the more agreeable for having Mrs Marcet ; she adds very 
tittJe to SOCiety and very often interrupts conversation by 
creating a double one, in which aho speake so loud &8 to 
IDish by annihilating a better one. There is. however, a 
perfect naturalne&B in her and good sen.se that makee me 
like her company, even though abe sometimes tires me by 
bad taste, and IIOmetimes putting an importance which rich 
people are apt to do in their own little affairs, 80 as to make 
tho prime part of the oonvenation. 

We have a good derJ. of mu.si.ck this winter, and I enjoy 
it very much; every other Monday we go to an amateur 
concert. where the rnusick is really very pretty, our sub­
acription 30 florins (a florin is aomething 1e&8 than ad.), for 

1 )(1"1 Maroet w .. the daughter of .. Swila Dlenlhant I8ttled in 
London. Her huband WM .. Gfmeveee by birlh, who had. been • =! P'W:::' ::: ~~r"!f~!nt~~l~boo~~:ie!mr: 
IAIbjeott. which had .. ", .. t cirou1atioo. Her OI7llHnatWHN Oft 
~iGat E_,. 'lira. her belt· known work, a.nd w .. warmly prailed 
b7 the leading eoonomiate. 
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which them were ten ooncert., an amuement Dot too ex· 
pensive. Last Wednesday the fint linger from Vienna 
stopt and sang to us in her way to Milan. She ill very 
young, her voice magnificent, little inferior to Catal&ni .. 

Mr. JoMaA W~ 10 Mr dallf1.\kr Eliztlbd" a4 
RUldl 8gtIore. 

8mrou NJOHT {7 Jf .... 18J4] . 

. . . I have miseed you and Fanny very rouch, and. that 
mAkes roe think that if any of you many I sh&ll feel very 
dism.J. without you. However, I hope you will enjoy your 
lark ..... much 68 poeeible. I am glad Emma [Bolland] has 
shewn ber old cordiality to you, and I da.reu.y Anne [1Ureb] 
will do the S&Dle. Let me advise you by no mean.e to at.and. 
upon your pointe with any of your friende. I am lUre it ill 
not the W8.y to be happy or wile eithet'. Don't lOle any 
opportunity of caJling when it cornea in your way without 
minding whether you owe them .. viait, Cor a volun~ at a 
oonvenient seMon may aometimea spare you along will at 
an inconvenient one. 

AddiJw. by OltarloUe W tdgwood on cAe 4IJ1nt: .Aut. 

My D:&AR ELlZABrrH. 
You left word with me to I8Dd ... bottle of pbysiek 

to IJew's child without mentioning what phyaick it was 
to be. There U! come a bottle (rom Mr Turner's which, M 

nobody OWlUl, I conclude to be the one, .net I 8baJl venture 
to send it if I hea.r from Mr Turner that it; is made f(Om • 
preecription thAt i8 in your drawer. . 

In the leiters there are frequent &llueiOll8 to Eliu.betll', 

:W~::el~t=tC~e~C:=d:i~;~~m\Te; 
mother ~ke of two gra.ina of calomel being given to • 
young child every other night, but M it was wone and bad 
• .ore mouth it WM ,topped. And Elizabeth wrote to her 
sister Fanny (MArch 20, 1827), .. LitUe George Phillipt h68 
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Emma W tdgwood to /a,ef' 1iIkr' Elizabdh. 

(Jl£D. JI_1. 1824.] 

. Will you get four fine cambrick pocket handkerchiefs 
and eight common OD08 for everyday 1 Then a oommon 
printed cotton gown. I do not wiah to give more than 10" 
for it. I should like a. blue, pink, or buff one. If you 
happen to be in a. ribbon MOp, will you get 3 yds. of not 
Tery ba.ndaome ribbon for a. turned It.r&W bonnet. I am 
quite indifferent .bout. the colour, except not straw oolour. 
Do Dot give yourself any trouble abolit the rib, for I can 
pt it very well bere. 

A year or two later it wae Emma wbo took ob&rge of her 
elder sisters' dreea and appearance. Elizabeth. and Char-

~:~~ a1':~ ::rlerin!!:;,::r on the 8u!1~~-::' 
Their mother wrote to her hU8bt.n~1~25) ... PRl 

=~ut=lr!8t~8:U:ec:~se ~h~~iwa.Ys g~ ~~h~~~~ 
eiple of wearing the nearest to inadmis8ible sbe can." 

Emma, with her clover hAnds, W&II bair-dresser to the 

:h:~lo:rt?~in:ollli~:e =~~~e :~ ~h~b:..t~~C 
curIa on eaoh rUde ; this abe described aa moat becoming. 
Her own glOMy brown hair kept its warm tint .lmost to the 
end of b .. life, with hatdly a grey hair in it. Itwaaa.bundant 
and long. She could ,it on hers, but Charlotte', beautiful 
(air hair rea.ched to her knee&. 
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8~ro=·:::!c~r~~o~~~~~:~ 
of the struggle for the abolition of slavery. Smith wa.s a 
miMio~ clergyman in the West lndiee. The planters 
aocueed bim of b.ving excited the di&content of the negroee 
amongst whom he had worked, IUld of hAving incited them 

~'he ~~~:~~~hi:d ~ ~u:ro~Yb~~ 
Meoution W&8 adjou.rned until t.bo vieW'l of the home 
Government could be mown. ¥eanwhile he died from the 
effeetll of confinement in an unhealthy dungeoo. Bro~ba.m 
denounced the trial &I & .. m0ll8UoU8 violation of justice in 
form ae well as Irnhstanoo," and moved a vote of cenauro on 
the Demerara Government. 

Fo,,"Y Aile" 10 Mr riner AIr. JoMA W~. 

9, Itnfa STUn, Bmcnn (Ia J_. 181'). 

. . . The HOUIIe was in a great bustle as we got in, owing 
to Gourley's attack on Brougham.1 I was very much 
alArmed at first, fee.ring our princip&l performer would be 
prevented from appearing on the boa.rda that night, but. I 
was relieved on &eeing mm in hla place. and h~g bim 
get up and give an account of the &SAult. The debate on 
SoUth began almost immediately, and 1 certainly nev« had 
lIuch a trea.t in my life. LU8hington'sl .pooch wu &en8iblo, 
but biB manne:r WIIo8 too theatrical and his voice pompous. 
TindeJ a.nswered him. It was hie ~, &nd his t.a.et.e waa 
strange in ohuaing 80 odioua a 80bjeet to begin his Houtle of 
Commons career. It did not appear to me a good speech, 
though some said it Willi. Williama' speech was very good 
indeed. Copley'., the beet on his lide of the HoWIe, 1 think. 
Wilberforce's feeble, and no attention WIIo8 given to him, 
whioh W&8 very bad, or as Maokint.oe:h aa.id brutal. Canning's 

I a6 had heeD violently ... aHed in th6 lobby of the HOUle by .. 
lunatic named Gowl6Y· 

I Moat of tbe ,peate" mentioaed w6f'61eadina 1 .. ....,.-. r..uhiDc­
tou, 'J'iDdaJ, D6nman ud 8o&rIett {Lord Abbtpr),.u beo&me '.mod 

~:::-~?r!':l~t~~9~:-z~-::~ae::~~ 
~~usa:~~pi~~~~~~uWJ~~~."ia failiD& 



Brougham's Great SPeech r57 
Ip88Ch wa& not 80 very good one; he had 80 bad cause and he 
apper.red to feel the weight of it. Denman spoke very well, 
bu~ Brougham's speech W808 delightful. He spoke for an 
hoor and 10 or 20 minutes, and it W808 the most incomparable 
&bing I ever hoord. I could have screamed or jumped with 
deHgbt. He handled Scarlett and Canning to my soul's 
eooteot-to&sed them about like 80 cat 80 couple of mice from 
ODe paw to another, teased them and threw them into the 
., with equal grace and strength. Copley and Tindal had 
their share. The cheers of the house W808 like 80 dram to one. 
ll'aek eaid that Brougha.m's speech gained 3 votes, one a 
Weet Indian, and bad sent off 8 from the House without 
woting. The Ayes and N 068 sounded 80 equa.lly numerous, 
$hat. the division was 80 very interesting moment, and the 
cheers were glorious on the numbers being told. I 880W Mr 
Canning pick up his papers very much crestfallen and walk 
oil very slowly. He kept his head down a.ll the time of 
Brougham's speech, and Mook sa.id Peel looked extremely 
diaturbed at it, visibly so. John CAllen] and M. came up 
to the ventilatorl in a great state of excitation; the former 
IIlid it wa.s the best speech he had ever heard in debate. I 
muat not forget to toll you our pretty history in the venti­
!.tor. Mr Money brought up MY Inglisl to U8. He staid to 
hear 80 little, and our Cerberus came in and sent him off. 
lin Littleton and Lady Georgina Bathurst e&me Jate, only 
to hear Ca.nning'8 speecb, and a.s 800n a.a Brougham WBtS up 
~y told their gentlemen they wore ready to go and went 
oJl! ! I Mr Horton Wilmot wa.a not forgotten in Brougham's 
.pooch; he threw a pebble and fellocl him to the ground. 
We found broad daylight below sLairs, and the faithful 
W. Wright in the Coffee house. We all walked together up 

I The venUlat.or was the then Ladie;,' Gallery. The old Parli •• 
1IUIOt hoW18 lbeionl the ftre 01 1%35) WIWI the ancient at Stephen'. 

~I4.;t: ~~nthhJr::~t hll~ ~~:et~~C =IlGof~~~~~~~ 
~ buildinl, andin:J! oeiliugt.b.erewaa a large ovalopeuiug rollnd 
whiOO the ladie. IPt.loo~ down into the HoW18 below-ministerial 
~ '::Wh:eli~eth!ro,!,:.n on the other. One haud there better 

J Aftel'Warda Biz Robert lnglis, the well·known Tory M.P. 
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Whitehall, Ma.ckintosh in great. spirits and London looking 
stiU and free from smoke. 1 never saw it in such beauty. 
We took leave of John just. as we got into a hackneycoaoh. 
which I W808 sorry for, as I liked the walk better, and the 
red eutem sky looked. bea.utiful. It was after f belore we 
got to bed; and I slept soundly till eleven, when I got up, 
with only the penalty of a headache, whioh I will gladly 
pay again for Buch another night. 

Mr8 JoftaA Wtdgwood k:l Mr ri.t~r Madame Sismondi. 

Cuses.u.Y • ..4.119. CIC1, 12240. 

I will readily come into your compact, deMeet of the dear. 
It gives me so much pleasure to think. tha.t you would like 
to bear oftener from me, that I eMU resume myoid custom 
of sending you a tetter tile beginning of eaoh month, and this 
for thefirat. 

I have been round the wood to·day on Johnny's Donkey, 
with JOII and the three boys; this is the way I like ohildren's 
compa.ny. Bob wa.s on his pony, the other two on foot 
gathering wild str&wberriea and bilberries. in no profusion, 
as you may very well remember. but affording as much 
pleasure in the pursuit as if they were, and presen~ing them 
to me with real good will. 

We tra.velled down in the Phaeton 80 we were a good while 
on the road, because we paid a. visit to Mr Clifford on out' 
way. When we were at Perrystone John and Jane drove 
over in their little carriage and spent the day with us. She 
was looking bright and bJoomiog to quite an extraordinary 
degree.l Mr Surt.eell and Harriet had been spending four 
days with them to consult Dr Baron a.nd Jane invited them 
to their house, thinking she should get. a litHe of Ha.rriet's 
comp&nY by it, [but] she and Jenny had ouly one walk 
together the who]" time. The .... hole family were on the 
alert running up and downstairs all day to &Il8wer the ben 

tiolD Io~ ~2:h!:!~lro~d ~~e:::~~~~::: o=ta.~ !!be~::~ 
enough ro be [her daughter) Eliu'. daughter." 
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ADd John fetching lobe doctor two or three times a day, I 
believe, and yet he did not 8OO1l1 the leaat sensible of any of 
their attention. Harriet is positively very mueh attached 
10 him, incredible &8 it may seem, hut her gentlo naturo 
eould not see a penon so dependent on ber&elf (or any 
oomlort. without becoming 80. A .... rule, &8 you French say, 
be is a dying man, but. Dr Baron thinka he will hold out 
aaother winter. The same dull things he U8ed to Bay 
'wenty ye&r8 ago he lI80ys now, the aame spiteful hits at 
IIookintosh •.. . 

Faft"V Allen II) M:r ftJt.oe Elizahtt" W 6dg1Ot:Xd. 

CuauLLT, 8.,.. 14£1, {18!']. 

• . . Y Cllterday b~ugbt to a happy conclusion a. dis­
acreeab1e business between John [Allen] and Sir John X. 
I must tell you that Mr Ada.ms and John, 88 joint truatees 
lot Mr Pbillipe, thought it right to layout a oertain sum of 
money, left in Lord Millord's will for the purpose, in the 
purchase of land; and bought a. valuable lot, At the valuation 
of a. man of businese near to Sir John'. property. Both 
Sir John a.nd Lady X. have been very violent a.bout this 
Uld ha.ve pretended it W88 done in enmity trtgainst him. 
John wrote to him lut week aaying that he hoped that. 
beither he nor Mr X. would abstain from shooting over the 
eetate jU8t purchased, that he IIhould aca.roely have tAken 
the liberty of mentioning thill, if it had not been. told him 
t.bt. tbey bad ooJl8idered the object of their buying this 
.tate .. hostile to him, whioh was very far from being the 
oaae. In an8wer to thill civil letter, John received on Friday 
IMt a most insolent one from Sir John. Baying that he abould 
never accept any obligation from those who were 80 little 
bi.e frienda, and that he should ooDBider it neither honour&ble 
nor (IOmething else, 1 forget what) to buy an eat.&te in 
opposition to the wiahea of a genUema.n, the next neighbour. 
You will obaerve that the&e are not the warde of the letter 
but only t.he purport. of it. 

John wu of course vcry much annoyed at receiving this, 
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and the following morning went to Pembroke, pretending 
on money business, but reaJIy to look for some pere:on to 
carry a. messa.ge to Sir John. General Adams, whom he 
had. fixed on, be found gone to Haveriord·west. Yes· 
terday morning be wrote to Lord Cawdor to beg he would 
meet him at eleven o'clock Sot Pembroke. He was a.lm08t 
driven to despa.ir for some one to ca.rry his message. He felt 
he had scarcely a. right to s.ak Ld.. Ce.wdor; he was therefore 
very muoh pleased when Lord Ce.wdor undertook the busi· 
ness with great kindness. [Ld. C.] rode off immediately to 
see Sir John, who a.t first denied himself, but on receiving a 
Dote from him, came running out and brought him back. 
Lord Cawdor said he tilled a great deal of nonsense, about 
the injury of buying contiguous lands. Lord Cawdor en· 
deavoured to set him right, and told hi.m that &ccQrding to 
his principle there must be an end of a.UctiODB altogether, 
&nd that he a.lso should pe glad to buy an estate of Sir 
Willia.m Paxton's which lay close to him, if he could keep 
off all bidders, and get it choop. Sir John saJ.d, " Oh ! he 
did not mean that, he did not wa.nt to get it choop." After 
some difficulty to keep him to hia point, Lord C. got rum to 
8&y that he had no meaning in using the word" honorable" 
but to round rus sentence, "honorable" was "liberal," 
" gentlem&n1y," etc. Lord Ca.wdor wrote a definition of 
Sir John's offensive sentence according to his new mode; 
and with this paper rode off, and wa.s back again with John 
soon after two a.t Pembroke. This &oHair is another proof 
of the imprudence of making anything that looks like an 
apology for wha.t you h&ve done. th&t bea.rs a.n unplea.sing 
a.spect. An a.pology ought never tQ be made but when you 
are absolutely in the wrong, a.nd &re willing to be considered 

Emma, now 16 yea.rs old, was confirmed in the &utllmn of 
1824,. Her mother wrote to Elir.abeth: " As the confirmar 

~:~o~. :~eth]:efo~:~~~ ~ ~l~:~tn~ !j=o~ 
You and Fanny had better go with Emma, and. if yollt aunt 
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Sarah's horses and carriage are disengaged, I advise you to 
uk her to lend them to you, that you may make the most 
Nepectable appearance you oan." She theu goos on to say 
tbat Emma had better read a little on the subject, "but do 
not let her be ala.rmed at that, it will be but little and the 
nbjoot is simple; ... perhaps one ought not to press it, 
any more than &8 an opinion that it is better done than 
omitted, as it is better to conform to the ceremonies of our 
Church than to omit them, and oue does not know that in 
omitting them we are not liable to Bin." This strikes ono 80S 

a very eighteenth-century way of viewing one of the most 
eolemn ceremonies of her Church, with no conooalment of 

~=~:~~;!;~=t~~ei~~;g~1. ~:?sili~;; 
.hows that she W80S confirmed on September 17th, 1824. A 
few da.ys later there Wil3 a large p&rty of cousins at Ma.er. 
and these entries in her diary follow: 

30th Sept. Susan, Catherine, and Robert came: " wicked 
timotl." 1st Oct. Revels; 2nd, Revels; 4th. Revels; Mh. 
Acted some of Merry WiV08; 6th Oct., quiet evening ! 

AI,., JOIiah Wedgwood to M:r nsle,. Fanny .A.Uen at O,.e88dly. 

MilJI.,OtL IW", 182(, 

. . I have been wanting to write to you, my ever dea.r 
Fanny, BOrne time, but these young things bve kept me in 
80ch a whirl of noise, and ins and OUUI, that I have not 
found any leisure. I may lI80y to you under the rose, and 
without the smallest disrespect to the company, that a little 
calm will be very agrooa.ble, and on Saturday I expect it; 
and if the weakness of human nature forces me to expect it 
without pain, it i8 not my fault. SU880D and Catherine Dar~ 
win came here by the back carriage, when their si8t0r8 went 
away, and the Tag Rag oompany, led on by Harry, is again 
let up. As for HaITY, hei8 in the highest state of excitation 
just now you can conceive; (priwk) very muoh in love, and 
not very cruelly treated by hie mistress. Youmustnotdrop 
.. word of this to EIollyone but Emma [Allen], as I ehould get 
into a horrid scrape with him if he knew that I spoko of it, 
and I only tell you to divert you in your solitude. The fact 
i8 that be oort&i.nly i8 epris au derniu point with Jessie 

II 
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[Wedgwood). Whether it will last aJter she is gone is 
another thing, but I think it is very well she is going. (Now 
do remember, my dea.r FMl, not to speak of and not to le.ve 
my letter about. This by way of parenthesis, and now I 
sbe.ll go on.) They have boon dancing every night and last 
night acting besides. She is looking very pretty, very merry, 
sitting alW80YS by him, and very much taken up with 
him. Whether she sees her power and is pleased by 
exerting it, or whether she is unconscious I don't know, 
but as I said before I 80m g180d she is going. At the same 
time I like her very much, and if he and she could afford to 
many. I should desire no better. After all he may forget 
when she is gone, but I am sure there is danger in their 
being together, and I don't much like mounting guard every 
evening till it pleases them to go to bed, or watching them 
talking nonsense and playing" begga.r my neighbour" or 
other suoh lover~like pastimes. Susan Darwin comes in 
second best, and I was in hopes would h80ve caused. 80 diver~ 
sion, but she has no chance. In short we are just now very 
flirtish, very noisy, very meny, and very foolish. Last 
night they performed some scenes in the" Merry Wives of 
Windsor" without Falstaff, for Joe's and my amusement, 
for they had no other audience. The parts were thus cast: 
Mrs Pa.ge, Suss.n; Mrs Anne Page, Jessie (both looked un~ 
commonly pretty in long waists); Mrs Quickly, Elizabeth, 
excellently acted; Dr Cains, Harry; and Slender, Frank, 
very well acted; Sir Hugh Evans, Hensleigh, and Mine Host, 
Joe, very indifferent; Master Shallow, Emma, very good; 
Mr Fenton and Simple, Fanny; BoIld Mr Page, Catherine 
Darwin, very fair; the other cba.racter8 were left out. U 
they had known their parts more perfect, it would have gone 
off very well, but Charlotte, who was prompter, was obliged 
to lift up her voice so often that it had a very deadening 
effect, and the want of audience too is very fiat. After the 
play there was a ball. 
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Mrs Joaiah. Wedgwood to h€r 8i8rer Fa1tny Allen. 

SHRBWSBURY, Tuuo,..y NIGHt', 
DU.ll'ilh,1824 . 

. We came here from Stych on Saturday. I went as 
ohaperon to the Drayton Assembly [from StychJ with Miss 
Clive, Susan Darwin, Charlotte and Fanny, with Joe and 
William and Edward Clive, but it was a. had and very thin 
ball and double the nwnber of ladies to the gentlemen. I 
like the two young men very muoh. Edward set up & gra.nd 
flirtation with Susan, who is the only one of the family who 
has the least talents that wa.y, and like my dear Caroline 
[Drewe] I could not help fancying that William waa a good 
dea.l plea.aed with Charlotte. We 8taid the following day 
there pleas&lltly enough. Charlotte came on here 
with me, but she h808 ps.i.d for her whistle in having caught 
auch a cold that 8he had till to-day entirely lost her voice. 
I find myeelf very comfortable here, the Dr is very kind 
a.nd I a.m always very fond of Caroline. I wish I oould 
inspire Joe with my sentiments, for I should like her for 
my daughter more than anybody I know. I have boon 
with her to-day at her infant sohool, and I could scaroely 
refrain from teats, but not tears of sorrow, at seeing the little 
creatures, aU a.t the word of oommand, drop down on their 
knees and say the Lord's Prayer. They sung two hyDlIUl 
very tolera.bly, and a whole set of them, none more than four 
yea.rs old, seemed to me quite perfect in their multiplication 
table. I was quite surprized at their proficiency; not that 
'hey were a.ll quite under oomma.nd, for some of the new 
comers were toddling about the room without knowing wha.t 
they were about, and others were lying down upon a bed 
that was placed in a corner of a room for that purpose. Caro­
line mean8 to send you down the report, if she can get it 
ready for Lady Ba.th, as we think. it will show at once the 
necessary expen&ee, and a.ll that she ma.y wa.nt to know. 
At the same time the reality is not flO pictu.reaqu& 88 the 
description, whioh a. person who wishes to put it in practice 
must be prepared for. She must not expect to 900 roay 
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little cherubs in white frocks and pink sashes, but on the 
contrary perhaps, fot the m06t part, pale, sickly. and dirty 
little children; but this will enhance the virtue of those who 
seek them out. I admire Caroline's animation about it, her 
perseverance, her gentleness to the children, and I thought 
all the time how happy the man who should cMl her his wife, 
and how much I should like my Joe to be that man. 

Are you not surprized at Sara.h '8 going to build on M.aer 
Heath ~ I am very glad of it, for I think it will give her 
interest and occupation. You can't think how happy she 
BoomB in making her plan and settling the site of her new 
abode, and she says ehe ie quite 8.m8.u;d at herself tba.t she 
should ever build 1\ house with a south aspect, a cross ligbt, 
and 8. bow window I all of which she now meditates. 

Kitty Wedgwood, the eldest unm&rried sister of Josia.h 
Wedgwood of Moor, had died in 1823. She must have been 
a woman of striking though reserved character. Dr Darwin 
used to say she was the only woman he ever knew who 
thpught for herself in matters of religion. This death left 
her sister Sarah quite &lone, and ehe now left Park6e1ds 
in order to live ne&r Maar. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

1825-1828 

Fan~ and Emma Allen return to Cresaelly-The death of Caroline 

w=:t~t1t=~~J:°:~~~!~in'!:tf~~~ 
of Ma.el'-The anti-slavery agitation. 

IN 1825 a great change took place in the lives of Emma And 
Fa.nny Allen. Their brother John's wife died after a. 

~:: ~~:' f~; ~ti?drr:!~S~~~!vp~~li~e(c~~o i~:~ 
Harry, Johnny, and Isabella.. Fanny's pet was Joblmy, 
6 years old; Bmma devoted herself to the little Isabella. 
After regretting that her sister Jessie had no children, 
Enuna. wrote: "It is very consoling to live among the 
springing things when you are yOllI'8elf declining, and with­
out children 1 sometimes think it is almost impossible to 
grow old with grace. Isabella is become, perhaps from 
imitation of Johnny, nearly as fond of me as hois of Fa.n.ny. 
Her favourite pla.ce is now on my lap. She is so volatile that 
I dareaay this taste of hers will not last, but it appea.rs 80 
strange to me to ha.ve anything 80 fond of me tha.t I feel it 
is creating in me a. feeling that will not pasa away." Emma. 
Allen's a.ttitude wa.s striking in her dignified and open accop­
tance of the fact that everywhere her sisters were more 

r,o!o~: I ~h~nsu:r:~~s :e m~!~ a.~ec~~n ~h:~ehe ~~~ 8~~ 
before, and if you could but know how I have alwa.ys loved 
him you ma.y guess how delightful his tender manners a.re 
to me." Bessy, however, wrote of this sister a. few years: 
la.ter: "We shaJl miss her very mucb. If I did not love and 
value her as I do, I should feel the benign influence of her 
contented spirit and tranquil soul." 

Caroline. the second daughter of the John Wedgwoods. 

~::y h~!I b~f~r~2~~;:~li~:~oag:f!~ ~~rt!:~!:;lr~!i 

______ "--'·m- te uri ~ t.,.e 
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pArty in the Church of England, and thia 1088 ma.de them 
adopt A rigid fonn of th&t oreed whioh seemed narrow to the 
Josiah Wedgwooda. 

In the autumn of 1824 a. soheme had begun to mature for 
the Maar family making a long tour to Switzerland and Italy. 
Many preparations for the journey were discussed in the 
letters to and from Geneva, and one perceives how serious 
an affair it then WaH to take a large party abroad. Amongst 
other arrangements two carriages had to be bought. Bessy 
wrote to Jessie Sismondi asking her to get evening gowns 
for the girls. which she appeared to think: cou1d be made by 
simply giving the length of their skirts, with a remark that 

~::~ ::r!~~:~~ll~ ~~l ~~u~::nfou!i~h;t~~a~!~ 
a witch, it i8 impossible she should roue our bodies, 80 do 
not trouble her ",bout the size." 

They went by Pa.ris to Geneva. Bessy gave up an evening 

~~=g~~:r~h=~n~8~O~~:a.I;:::y:~J~: 
(April 8, 1822): "When you go to Paris how will fOU get 
off from the Gr&nde Truanderie! It will be something of a 
bore. though my heart smites me while I write it. It would 

~~~~:~:vfu/::euer'w~r!°~?;~~. dOl 8:::~~!u~~: i: 
would be diffioult to do, as Kitty (Ma.okintosh 1 8&ys sbe 
&1ways does •• exactly the right thing.'" This reminds me 
of my motber who never neglected any humble friend or 
relation, eapeci&1.ly if their sooiety was not found generally 
amusing, yet never took an exa.cting view of the dutiee of 
others. 

It was decided that Be8sy'8 health would not allow her to 

~~~ :e!~ ~~~n~:" J~ a!~~ ~~ f~~!e l:ul~~ ::~ 
Henri the Courier, set off on the 8th of March to Cl'OSfI Mont 
Cenis, Bessy staying behind with the Sismondis. Elizabeth 
wrote to her mother from Aix to expreBS her. " longing 
desire " tbat she could ha.ve been of the pa.rty, and said" it 
has felt to-day like anything but a. pa.rty of pleasure." 

The Siamondis, after the departure of the Italian party, 
made their annual move to their little Mmpagn.e two or three 
miles out of Geneva.. 



1826-1826] Geneva a Huffy Towt, 

Mf'B Jo4iah Wedgwood to her siMer Fanny AUen at 
KingsroU. 

GBN1lVA,.Ap. lSI, ISZt\. 

JeBRi.e is gone to CMne with Sismondi to hang up her 
curtains and to scrattle about, as we go there to-morrow, 
and she piques herself upon my finding it very comfortable. 
1 have been waiting for a little pause in her correspondenco 
to thank you, dearest of Fannys, for yours of the 6th of last 
month. But another from my ever dear Jenny [WedgwoodJ 
has made my gratitude to you both overflow, and I am 
enjoying being" by myself," that I may write to you quite 
.t my ease in this little drawing-room. with a good fire, and 
just a.t Emma [Allen]'s own end of the table where she used 
to study. I pretend to study French. but in a very dawd­
ling manner. Indeed we dawdle a. good deal over every­
thing. and can with some difficulty breakfast before 10 
o'clock, do no work, and scarcely read &t all. 1 hope we 
sha.ll mend our manners when we get to CMne. 

I felt a little low-spirited when they all went, but I trust 
my Jesaie did not perceive it. and I am now extremely com­
fortable. Who could be otherwise with such a kind. such 
an a.tfeotionate and such &n agreeable hostess 1 Yet to give 
up swoot Italy and noble Rome. never again to ha.ve a 
chance of seeing them! I did it willingly, but it was som&­
thing like putting on a blister. it made me smart. 

Jessie ga.ve a grand Soiree last night, which, she i.n.sista 
upon it, has offended all her company. I saw no signs of it, 
but she says that many of the second set gave out signs of 
dissa.tisfaction at being so grouped, a.nd & few of the aristo­
crats would think themselves encanailU8. She asked about 
60. but more than 20 sent excuses, and those of tbe best, 
and the Tag Rags sa.t all one side of the room, not moving 
from their Beats and doing nothing. The gentlemen having 
no eea.ts were obliged to stand. Poor Madame Pisca.ra and 
Madame Rom e.a.t a.s USUM, almost by themselves. and it is 
no 8m&ll proof of the pride and ill-nature of this place. the 
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manner in which theae two ban:n1eee women are treated. 1 
never II&W IJUch a plaoo for taking huff. Madame Sorel. baa 
taken me 80 much en. gri~ that she will hardly spea,k to 
me, and I can't guess how I have offended her. I thought 
ber very tireeome at Mr Simond's party the fint time "'.., 
met, but I don't reooUoot I ever said 80 to &oybedy. But 
to return to Jeesie's party-I pl&yed cards with MWme 
Butine. :Mr Vieeeeus: whom I liked very well, and young 
Spenoer BOD of the Poot/ bea1t C<>mnu l'omovr, but too 
eellSiblo of it. Jeasie did not ask any of her select acquaint­
ance, Madame Con&tant, de C&ndolle. and b&lf a score oth&n 
who she said would think tbem8elvee affronted to be wed 
to such a part.y-did you ever hear the like! I feel .. if I 
were walking upon eggs among tbem. Yet I like a great 
many of them, but I don't much enjoy tbe feeling of being 
10 much on sufferance with my be.d French among them. 
and I am discouraged in getting the better of it from eeeing 
wha.t little progress JeMie has made. I doubt our modest 
Harriet's being entirely h&ppy here if ever it is her fate to 
settle here. Jessie is in fact everything to her, but will 
Jeesie be enough 1 Jessie had. & letter from her yf'Aterday 
written in such gay spirit,s that it was quite delighUul to 
Il00, yot. Surtecs SOOID8 very ill. She speake in another pJaoe 
80 prettily upon sisterly aflection that I must quote her . 
.. Could she know the infinite bleMing of sisterly affection, 
and tho happiness it can give when tbere is little other 
eourDe from whence to draw it, she would foster and nouritb 
the holy Same with a vestal's care" -1 have spoiled it by 
taking it out of ite pla.ce, but it shews you the 8OUroo of her 
own happin068. 

Jeseie grumbles exceedingly at going 80 IIOOn to ChAne, but 
I like it. I never 8&W such an univenal favourite aa abe is 
among the men. 1 have been .pooulnting upon the reaaon, 
and I think I have di&covered it to be a little degree of 
coquetry that she mixea up in ber manner that maiee her 

• W. R. Slj;noer (1769--183«), • minor poet who bad • oertain 
C:I::~. , appean in R.j«ClJd Add,.." .. : .. Sobri6t7 oe- to 
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10 attractive. Mr PicteV is I think. in love with her, &D.d 
)Ir de Candolle teeb her comptwy with more galla.ntzy th&n 
oommon acquaintance usually uee. The whole town is in 
mourning and grief for ProfC860r Piotet who i.e to be buried 
t.o-morrow. I don't. like Madame Simond, but. am much 
pIeued with .M.ad&me de Candolle, Boee.i, Dumont.. and 
Favre.s We scarcely ever fall in with any young girls a.a 
they are all with their Societies. I 8Uppose there were & 

down young men hero 18.8t night. and only two young women. 
To-night is the select Thursda.y evening-we expeet MIne 
Conetant. and Mme de Candolle. God bJeee you all now at 
Kingaoote. My dearly belovedl', E. W. 

Be&8y received many lette1'8 from her huab&nd and the 

=~::: ~ e~~~~e~h8oto~:Kt h:V~boo~~~:=' 
but my mother told U8 she never felt. well all the tour. 
They were all deeply impresaecl with the poverty of Italy. 
J08 wrote, " I nevor saw 80 mucb misery in 110 8mall a. 8pa.ce 
before, and really it. is pa.ying door for a.ny ple&llure tba.t 
travelling afIords, to be besieged. by crowds of hideous men, 
women, and children begging importunately every time we 

.w~!:'ir o:n~j~~'~~ been allIioU8 about. tho girla' dre88 
and appe&nDoo. Elizabeth wrote to her mother after a 
pa.rty at Florence (Ap. 1826): .. Emma a.oquit'ted hereelf 

A~!,,!:l~:te~{~t A~72~;;~:!!)d!~~0=tion~f=:e.H::u: 
Pbyaicilt. 

~10~e:;l;7~~MD,aCDlC:=t~~~. ~~;~:~r:~tJ'.:: 
Hiatory there from lSl6to hildeath. BoMi ia mentioned by Edouard 

:::~S:Dl~~~i~: ~~ ~dI ~n:~:'!'rfC~o=~t =~ ~-: 
intellectual lOclety 01 ~eTa. Ro.el, in hiI Hi#t/rinl ~inl 1M 
'" 8" .... ~, I~ of him .... oe "Tani aotif et jorial don~ 
la. roDdeur tit J'eotrain ooDtrallt&ient Ivee Ie tOD~ant et 161 ain 

:n~tc!: ~~t~ =~~~~u~ ':'dhad =di!~ 
&imate in Ensla.nd with Bentham, 01 WhOM doctrinel he w .. the 

:U:rofo:nu:e~to~U~~:,: a dr:-st!!. ':ll!Jhl:!D«:O: 
=t'~~r! Uti!, Sa!:mtb~diti!~ ot;ee;b/~n~T:mg:'o:."thi~~ Birnondl wore mlti ... ea o,f Sismondi. 
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very well with the nice lady on the sofa; and tell Jessie we 
drea&ed our hair as we thought in good style. I do not 
know how the curtsies were perlonned." My mother told 
me they were plentifully sta.red at, four v~ English.l00kin~ 

~i:' s~;!fes~t c&=~hea'!tthe :~:r a~~ 
them up in their room to ensure their safety from insult 
when they were left alone for a. little. 

Bessy meanwhile joined in the social life of Geneva. and 
Chene and enjoyed it all. A young Englishman (1 think 
the bea.utilul Mr Spencer) beca.me much devoted to her e.nd 
W&8 called her "Oavaliere Servente." She wrote to her 
husband to expreB8 unea.siness a.t having felt obliged to play 
cards on Sunda.1. out of civility, to which he a.nswered (30 

::~y.l:s2io~ ~~:~t ~~ t~~~o: 10la.:!h;a.:~Jd 
you object to [your sisters] Ce.roline or Jane knowing tha.t 
you did! I a.m ra.ther a.fraid of Eva.ngelicism spreading 
a.mongst us, though I ha.ve some confidence in the genuine 
good sense of the Maerites for keeping it out, or il it must 
come for having the disease in a very mild form." 

Elizabeth Wedgwood to her mother' (at Ohene). 

Puzz.... BKRBBRlNI, RO}(lll, ApriJ 14, IB21S • 

. We look upon ourselves as the very luckiest people 
that ever were, to have a. second illumination of St Peter's 
a.nd fireworks on purpose for us as it were. We were rather 
in a. puzzle &8 to our dress, &8 the invitation to Tortonia's 
theatre was to spend the evening, and we should have to 
sit in an open gallery over the river. We consulted. Mrs 
Bunsen, who told us to go full dressed; so to prevent 
ca.tching cold Charlotte a.nd I put pink handkerchiefs on 
our heads, and our hlack satins, which are the most com· 
fomble gowns in the world. At b&lf·pa.st 6 we set out to 
take our station in the Place of St Pet-er, which, the wa.y we 
went, is two milas off. By the time we got there the paper 
l&nthorns were lighted, a.nd we sa.w the men sticking to the 
outside of the dome, and climbing up the craBS. A.a it grew 
dark the illumination beca.me more and more bea.utiful, and 
when the clock struck eight. the whole church looked alive 
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with torches, a.nd in haJf a minute the entire church and 
porticos became the most brilliant scene I ever saw. 

Sunday. I am sorry you have taken at all to heart Papa's 
tdmile for himself. I think he enjoys what he 800S here aa 
much or more than any of us. He haa not 80 much pleasure 
in the travelling itself, but he liked that better when he had 
thrown aU trouble and anxiety off his shoulders by going 
with a vetturino. 

We went last night at 7 to see the pilgrims at supper. 
All pilgrims are fed and lodged for three days, and waited 
on at supper by a society of ladies and gentlemen, Princesses 
and Cardinals. We went very luckily without Papa. who 
would have been heartily tired as it turned out, but we had 
an amusing evening. We knocked at the door a.nd were 
announced as four foreign ladies, and found ourselves in a 
great hall with tables with lamps and writing things, a.nd a. 
few men in red gowns laughing and talking and bustling 
backwards and forwards. ,!'here we stood helpless some 
time, not knowing whem to go; till at b.st the old man in 
red who let us in, after a quantity of ga.bbling and gestieu· 
.. ting which we could ma.ke nothing of, fa.irly put us out 
into tbe street a.gain a.nd shut the door on us. By this time 
the cltrriage was gone, so there we staid in the dirt Itnd the 
dark, till the door was opened. again to let in some more 
ladies, and we puahed in after them and followed them thro' 
the hall and several more places. full of bustle and pilgrims 
and soldiers, till we got upstairs to where the women pilgrims 
were to sup. There we found two very long well lighted 
rooms with tables down ea.ch side, and 1 should think some 
hundreds of lo.dies without their bonnets and moat of them 
in white aprons to serve. There was a middle room besides, 
where there was a set of women with towels on their heads. 
listening to a sermon from a man in red. After this they 
went on their knees, and sa.id such a number of Ave Ma.rias 
that I was tired waiting to see the end, a.nd they must have 
wanted their 6Uppers terribly which they did not get till 
Dear ten o'clock. The PrinC68S Doria wa..s going about 
directing, and the Q1!een of Etruria.'s daughter and two 
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other young Princesses Ruspoli, who looked &fl if they were 
ca.nying a.bout the trays for fun. We were almoet the only 
strangers there, 8.8 tbe Prinoo88 had given orders that none 
sbould be let in that night, &fl she W&fl expecting the King 
and Queen of Naples. However nobody looked sour on us, 
and indeed I never knew such civil people. One good­
humoured. talking lady staid with us great part of the time; 
another took me about and told me who the people were; 
&nother genteel young lady who was serving talked. English 
to us, and at la.st said she &nd heT mother and sister 
would be happy t() visit us; and if we were fond of music, 
she played the harp and her Bister the pi.a.no. So we ex­
changed directions and we were to call on her w..monow. 
She was pleasing and natural. Another lady began a con­
vena.tion in English with me with .. Are you an English­
man !" and was very civil. The King a.nd Queen with the 
Duke of Lucca. in a red gown and various other great people 
oame in, and a.t last we came away, guided by our good­
natured first friend, whom we set down with & fat friend of 
hers; a.nd a.t parting she also ga.ve us her dirootion a.nd 
desired us to call, so that even you could not have wished 
a more productive evening in the way of society. By the 
ws.y I must 88.y how friendly Mrs Bunsen is-she is pleasing 
from &n appearance of great modeaty a.nd gentleness, but 
she still runs on in the same monotonous way she used to do. 

Charlotte Wedgwood to her mother. 

[RoKE) • .April 29. 1826 . 

. . . We like Rome so much that; all Jessie's: scoldings can­
not pertluade us tQ be sorry we left Florence so soon. Now 
tha.t we are within a week of the end of our month here, I 
grudge every day that pasaes. I aca.rcely know why I like 
it so much. I think it suit6 Pa.pa. t{)() very welL All his 
time tha.t is not occupied in seeing sights, he employs, 80S it 
appears very much to his s:atisfaction, in looking out of the 
window a.nd wa.tching the idle groups of common people 
tbs.t tbis square is consta.ntly filled with. They a.re 80 
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Convents at Rome '73 

pIotm'e8Que, ud I think hand80me. that they afford con­
I66Dt amuaement. We want nothing. my dear Mama. but 
that your strength would have permitted you to come with 
.. ; but when we are resting from our travels our life is much 
more fatiguing than on the journey, which would never 
have done for you; even Papa has IIOmetimes been quite 
fatigued at the end of the day. The English are leaving 
Rome very fast. Last Sunday there was a very thin con­
pegation. and the Vatican, which the first day we went to 
1& was like a gay promenade with the numbers of English, is 
DOW left tQ the Pilgrime and ourselves. We alwaY8 meet 
arowd8 of them. and their 8imple etaring mahogany faces 
and the gay dresses of the women make So great part of the 
amusement of going there. They seem to take very much 
to Elizabeth. having applied to her several times for any 
information they wanted. and she has had long convene,.. 
$ions with some of them. 

On Thursday we were to take the Peni&nis to Villa. 
Borghese, but it ra.ined and we could only bring them here. 
But we found not the least difficulty in entertaining them • 
.. we had only the two girle. whom I like very much. Giull­
etta eeems to me to have some very heretioal notions. at 
1eut there are many points of their ohurch rules that she 
made not the least BCl'Uple to disapprove very much, and 
Me said the priests were selfish and thought of nobody but 
themllClv68. And her opinion of Conven" And Nuns seem8 
Tecy bad; she gave us a.n account of the dreadful life they 
Je.d at the two strictest of the convent8. I CAnnot con­
ceive how 8uoh horrible places ha.ve existed so long. They 
are called Vivi 8epolti, and no name could be 80 de&eriptive 
of them ... 

Fronk Wedgwood 10 lat. 8i81ef' Fanny. 

D&.UI. F41OfY. M~. WEDKUIU.T • .April 27 fl825J. 

I mea.n to write you a. very long letter a.ll a.OOut 
Maer. Peggy is ba.nished to the MOM for biting the 
hedgea, a.ad somebody bas built her a. snug little hut of 
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stumps out of a hedge that has been grubbed up. hurdlea 
a.nd so forth. I tbink Squib pined when I waa at Edin· 
burgh. for I left him fat and found him lean; yet he will not 
go to Etruria with me, and if he does not see Jos set out to 
oome back, he had rather stay all night there than come 
home with me .. 

I have had the school two Sundays. I ta.ke them in the 
servantiJ' hall, which is better tha.n the laundry, there are 
fewer things for them to spoil, particularly now there is some 
wet plastering in the washhouse. I got on pretty weD with 
them, particularly the second time; I follow Elizabeth's 
plan of giving them each a ticket and one for the cleanest 
ba.nds. When service is in the afternoon, I get all the 
school over at once and the subject of going to church is Dot 
mentioned between U8; I have stuck up a notice in school 
that I will punish them if they behave ill there. I am very 
busy pruning oak trees, and as soon as Mester Dabbs has set 
th' taties, I shall take one of the men into my service and do 
great execution amongst boughs and snags. I am 80 busy 
now that 1 have not time to read over the pottery Gazette; 
indeed if you saw us djgpatoh Out dinner you would think 
that we had hardly time for that. 

We have had BOrne turns out in the potteries, chiefly 1 
believe because the masters, in their eagemesa to undersell 
one &nother, keep inoreasing the sizes of their ware without 
increasing the prices of ma.king; they have had some meet-­
ings at Newcastle a.nd Hanley to try to bring all the sizes to 
a common standard, in which I should think tha.t they will 
not succeed. Last week the colliers turned out, 80 tha.t 
many of tbe works stopped for want of 008018. I do hope 
they will not frighten the parliament into re-enacting the 
oombination la.ws. As Jos &nd I do not spend much of our 
time in chattering, a.nd to be even with you, we ha.ve a.greed. 
to keep journals too. I will give you an extract from mine: 
Monday. Went to Etruria &8 mual; rained a little; thought 
at one time of putting on my greatcoat, however it went 
off; cauliflowers boiled crisp. Tuesday. Squib went rather 
farther than usual with me, viz., to Maar field-ga.te. 
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Barbara would not drink. Wedneeday. Got wet. Thur&­
day. Ditto. Friday. Ditto twioe. Saturda.y. Counted 21 
a.rta going to market; the fire went out; told the boy to 
light it again, which he did; thought the damsons tasted 
alt; Joe aaid .. No, it W88 fancy." Joe', journal I have not 
teen, but I believe it is conciBer than mine. Apropos to 
journals it would 8&ve you much trouble if you were to 
write a family journal, for they must all be exactly the same; 
do not let me find .. exoesaively" more than onoo a day 
iDit. 

!lly love k> all of you, 
Your affectionate brother, F. W. 

JohaA Wtdgwood to Au wile (al CAlne). 

SoB.BUTO, May U. 1826 . 

. All these boasted p1&008 only confirm my preference 
of England and of Ma.er. I am quite surprised at the 
aitachment of your sisters to Rome, 08pecially &8 I suppose 
they had not & carriage constantly, fOT the filthy habits 01 
the people and the k>ta.l neglect of .. he police 88 to clea.n· 
1iDeas, make the town very diaa.grecable even for a. man to 
walk &bout in, and intoler&ble I should h&ve supposed for 
B.:qli.&h women. As one insta.nce, tow&rd8 evening you 
pery now and t.hen hear ve68els emptied of water, or some 
_ innocent contents, from the windows of the boU868, 
without notioe; a.nd &8 far &8 I could ever perceive without 
the proo&ution of looking whether the street W88 olear .. 
1 believe I shall quit this country without any desire ever 
*0 return to it, but if possible with & dooper detestation of 
the prinoipl08 whioh oause its degradation, and a more 
belrtfelt approbation of the oontr&ry ones whioh are in 
opa-ation in our own happy country. a.nd of the men who 
an trupporting them. 1 don't know whether the ltaliana 
an subject to the same annoyance, or whether, if subject, 
they become i.nsenaible to it, but the mere importunity of 
the mill6l'able beggaca that you meet with at every step, 
IWld who ask for alms with loud mea and as muoh earnest-
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neM aa if their emtenoe depended on IUooeeding in ea.ch 
instance, makes a walk .. IICelle of pereooution. In short 
thla country baa 80 many odious or pa.inful circumatanoee 
which move one's indignation, contempt, or compaeeion 90 

powerfully that the charms of scenery and of climate can­
not have their proper effect. In short I remain at least 
aa good a John Blill aa I came out. You must not think 
however that I have looked oo1y at one side. I have had 
much p1eaeure. and I have satiBfied a wish almost aa old aa 
my memory, and I muat not expect to esaape the lot of 
human nature that there ia disappointment in the grati­
fication of all desires. .. Ma.n never is but alW&Ys to be 
bI6llt." I heartily wish you could h&vQ pe.rta.ken of my 
pleasures or disappointments, but many, I believe most, 
of the pleasures would have been fatigues to you. I trust 
however th&t this firBt long sepe.nt.tion will be our 1a.st. I 
turned my fe.oo northward from Paestum with the feeling 
of being on my W&y to meet you .. 

If you do not contrive to meet us at Milan lor the purpoae 
of going with us to Venice, I rather think we ah8.ll not be 
unlikely to give up Venice &ltogetber. 1 8U8poot that by 
that time we shall think the sight of Venice will scarcely 
repay us for lengthening our route !IO much. We think 
that Canaletto and the Pa.nora.ma have made us familiar 
with the appearance of Venice, and besidee tho appear­
ance, there is not much for such oureory travelJ8I'1J as we 
are, except 80me pictures. After my lamentations in my 
last for the want of the boasted blue sky of Italy, you will 
be sorry to hear tbat the sky haa been obstinately grey 
and the atmosphere hazy; and I &Ill satisfied that we ha.ve 
scarooly ever in Englaod so many days together 80 un­
favourable for showing scenery &8 we have had bere. I 
am afraid you will think me a very smell-fungus, but I 
believe there has been more humbug about Italy than a.ny 
other country in the world, and tra.vellen bve affected 
raptures that they bve not felt. Whatever I m&y expnl88, 
1 shall oort&inly feel very great delight .t Mng a. certain 
chien dt visage &gain, • feeling in which my companions 
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will ahare for they love you dearly. I am, my dear BeN, 
Your m08t affectionate J. W. 

Thetourto Venioo was given up, and the family returned 
hom& in S&ptember, a.iter t.wo months spent at Ch&le, in· 
eluding ashort visit to Cha.mounix. The tour in all had l&llte<\ 
nine months. Th&y arrivEd a.t Maer on October 1st, 1825. 

In spite of any drawbacks which may have ariaen (rom 
their want of enterprise, tbia tour W808 an immense adva.n­
tage to Emma in enlarging her sympathy and outlook. Sbe 
Dever lost her wish to 800 new 6CeDCI!I, &nd even to within 
:O:'wab::tf my father', death had day·drea.rns of another 

Madame Silmood .. to 1w Mer Mr, JoM." W~. 

CCHin.J. Famu, 894. 9 (lB!$] . 

. . . Dearest BeesY. how long have I been &ccW!tomoo to 
yOUl" aweet face as my inDl&OO; you 800m by thi8 visit to 
belong doubly to me, and how do you think I O&D live with· 
out it now t I never lelt a. parting 10 much and so long 
before; there is no de&eribing the desolation of the hou&&­
tohe very cate seemed to feel it. The servants BOOmed to 
have pity on me, and ca.me to me with a. gootie step and low 
voice and sad look 808 if a death hoo been in the houBO. 
They have been expat.iating to M. Hermes on tho Angtl8 
they have had to servo, from whom I have had it again in 
language that you would all laugh at as exaggerated , but 
whicb arute me 9:actly. I long for a letter, a.nd Ilh&lI go 
by and by to the town in spite of the rain to 8ee if I havo the 
aood luck of a word from, it 800IllS to me now, the only 
people I love in the world. I hate everybody here. I 
believe it is very true that women know how to love only 
by contr&8t. I am unwilling to think tha.t it is a. fault 
peculia.riy my own, I muat correct it if it is; when faulte 
are geneml to our nature I do not troublo my head about 
tbem; it is vain to atruggle against them, and if I succeeded 
in de&troying one it is ten to one 1 did not destroy with 
it BOme gre&t charm. Munier gave us a beautiful sermon; 

12 
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it w&a yesterday the great national fut, • day &at apm 
for an examination of the ble8flings of heaven on this 
land, and the faults of the people. It follows the Gre&t 
Communion, and is a day more sa.credly and universally 
kept than any Sunda.y, in commemorating the bleeainga. 
prosperity, and general happiness of Switzerland. He con· 
traatOO. it with the misery and sufferings of the Greeks, 
with very gre&t eloquence but very shortly. and. ItofIked our 
prayers &a fellow Christians of a Christian people engaged in 
& defensive war against extermination, whose sufferings were 
beyond description. It W808 impossible to say a. few wOl"ds 
with gre&ter beBOuty and feeling Md piety. How I wished 
for you I but when and where do I not wish for you 1 Yester­
day evening above all. I never wa.nt.ed. the girls so much. 
having a. set of young Englishmen to entertain, a.nd. only 
the little Princess and my triste self to amuse them. There 
were Dr Holland, and Capt. Elton, Mr Allen, the two Pre­
vost8, and &nstetten.1 They all sa.t round the dining-table 
to tea, but I am afraid it looked a tmk shop. Feeling out 
of 8piritB I had invited no one, but on Wednesday poured 
in the above Engli8h recommandea, and made me feel sorry 
I had not endeavoured to &muse them better. Captain 
Elton i8 the brother of Mrs Hallam, a jolly naval Captain 
full of gaiety and high 8piritS. finding his own lIoDlU&ement 
like a jolly tar. I IUD. not sure even he had not taken too 
much cha.mpagne-he was ea.sily pleased, only" hoped to 
God I would not make him talk French aloud, he did not 

l Karl von Bonstetten (11'&--1832), a oonatant fisure in the 
SiAmondi circle, WI.I! a B'III'iM publioiat of European repute, Ilnd had 

:rim:; ~1~ lifaU:) 1h~=' of~ej~;D:d:o~l :m&i=::; 
all affecting numlln ahara.ew. Be had ltudied in hie youth.t Cam· 
bridge, Leyden, and Paria. At Cambridge he became extremely 

~'!.=~ ;: G~~,~!r;'~t ::: o~ok U:d~t1 e::fl 
night. Gray oould not ,et OVlII" the wond61 01 Bonatetten'. ardour 
and 'Vitality: "Our breed ill not made on thi6 model. . .• He giVei 
me too muoh plea&W'6lUld at leMt an equallhare 01 inquietude ..•. 

s:r!k~!~r~m ~ro~a: hl;blrie':a ~~~c.u =1 d~:L e::n~ 
G~:~'E.:;~!~: 0/ L:!.1lIU8 rajeUlliMement." See fhGl, by 
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dislike talking it apart with !tOme pretty woman" and 
accordingly .tole round behind Princeee Pietra Santa's 
eopba and looked very well pleased aa long aa he could ~ 
tain her. I felt &11 my love of the na.vy character awake 
wit.hin me. How I did wi.eh for my angelic vo,ices to delight 
him; they still sing in my 0&1'8, and I know would bave 
enohanted. him. 

I staid by myself on Monday till near 3 o'clock before I 
could be in trim enough even for Sis. . We tried to road 
German toget.her but ill would not do,. "Gr&nd Diell, que 
j'ai ete tourment.6 tout IfI jour pM lea voix deticieusea de cee 
enfante. et lee. ai.n ench&ntantll qu'e1lee ont cbantea hier. 
E&t-il poMible que je ne lee entendrai plUB tn I can never 
epeak tenderly enough for Sis. 

Mr. Jofta." Wtdgwood: w her ",fer .Madame BiemoMi. 

CHu.QXS, BtIpI. V, ISU. 

I can bardly reconcile myaelf to having lost you-to you 
1 could venture to lay open my most foolish feelings. oor­
tam of your gentle sympathy. You ha.ve certainly the 
happiest mixture in t.he world of t.endern688 and gaiety, And 
you make everybody happy who livee. with you as I have 
done for the la.st six mouthe. 

Emma Wed'gwood to 1aer (lum JfaOOme Sumondi. 

My DJ:AR&ST AUNT JJ:ssa:, Mua, 0ttI. 7, J8!JS. 

I lUll very glad to havo this little bit to tell yotl 
what longings I have to see you &gain Binoo wo p&rted. 
I am very 8I)rry you happenod to 800 that hQrrid letter of 
J08'". We meant to have kept it a profound aecret from 
you, the Canal meeting being put oB. It gave UII such a 
pang as 800D 808 we heard of il;; but IIever mind lor we 
wiU come and 86e you again. You can't think: with wbat 
p168lltue I think of it, but I am afraid it will be a long t.ime 
fint. Charlotte i.e at the Derby musio meeting or .he 
would thank you very much for your letter. and dea.r 
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M. Sismondi (or his nice affectionate lit.tle note. I am 
sure I thank him with all my heart for my share of it. 
I enjoy beiog at home very muoh, though it looks rather 
rainy s.nd stormy at pmant. I do hope that you will 
quite have got over our going away by the time yon get 
this. I cannot bear to think of you 88 being melancholy. 
Everybody compliments Mamma on ber good looks. and 
says she looks much better than when she went away. You 
and my uncle and our oharming visit at Chene Me never 
very long out of my mind. I think it is the happiest time 
I ever spent, and that is saying a great deal. I will enjoy 
it &gain some time. 

Good-bye, my own aunt Jessie, ElfllA W. 

Jessie wrote to Bessy (13 Nov. 1825): "I answered your 

=t~~r:el) ~!:r:: e~:U;~::: ~d~:o~r~~~ei 
love as if they were my own, and who will, 1 hope, from time 
to time supply to me the plaoo of them. it is a tie the 
tenderer between us if you will let me participate in the 
ohoiceet blessing you have, or any mother ever bad &8 they 
tell me here. I am 80 little disposed to question it tha.t I 
would they were my own." The na.tural longings of a 
childless woman can more than once be traced in Jessie's 
letters and a.ppear in her attitude towards her niOOO8. She 
was happy in winning a. wa.rm response to the passionate 
love she felt for them. My cousin, Julia Wedgwood, told 
me that the romance of Elizabeth's life wae her love (or her 
aunt Jessie, Mld Emma's was equally wa.rm. She WIWI from 
early da.ys her a.unt's pet ohild, and the rels.tion only beca.me 
closer a.ll through her girlhood. Although &iter her marriage 
the ca.-res of husba.-nd and children prevented frequent 
intercourso, their love laeted through life. 

The only event to be chronicled, in the following winter 
1825-6 is the coming of Allen, eldest son of John Wedgwood, 
to take possession of tbe little living at Maer. He waa still 
lame from a. long illness. In a letter from Kingi>cote (the 
John Wedgwoods), in May, 1825, his aunt Fanny Allen 
wrote: 

Allen is still going a.bout on his crutches. He appears 
feeble. and I should be afraid would never be any better 
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~han an invalid. He has invalid habits also, which I am 
not at all sure is a bad thlng for him, as it gives him thought 
and occupation. Last week I was ama.zed at his watching 
the clock to have his tea precisely as the clock was at ha.lf­
past eight. Eliza had bad the tea. in for OUl' whole party 
at eight or perhaps a little before on Jane's a.ooount. The 
genera] tea was finished at quarter-past eight, a.nd he sat 
watohlng the clock till the right minute to order in the tea­
kettle. He puts Jane and Eliza something beside their 
patience, so it is well that he will have an establishment of 
his own, tIond arrange his meals o.ooording to his own fancy. 

This is exactly as I remember him 40 years later. But 

~~~ad~ ~::;~8:al~:~~~g~~~~: ~ ~~~:ri:~:!~ 
Bessy in her abounding hospitality said to him, "Allen, 
remember we sb&ll always be glad to see you any tIond every 
time." This speech was ta.ken literally, and I believe for 
years he came up once in the morning to see what letters had 
come, once in the a.fternoon, I suppose to see what they were 
going to do, wbilat in the evening when they came out from 
dinner be was settled in the one armchair. His uncle Jos 
occasionally talked of representing to him that they some­
times wanted to be alono, but W&8 too kind-hearted ever 
to carry out his intention. However by 1833 these visits 
bad come to an end, I think through some representation 
of his brother Robert. Emma Wedgwood wrote in th&t 
year: "Nothing can be more modest thM he is; indeed I 
wish he would come in 8Omot.im08 without being asked. 
He is so thoroughly amiable that one getll fond of him." 

One constant interest of the MaeI' family during these 
yeai'll was the anti-slavery agitation. Bessr wrote (Marcb 
13. 1826): "We are exceedingly interested m the abolition 
of slavery. JOII has exerted himself wonderfully for a man 
of his retired habits in getting up a County Petition, and has 

~uI~~:ea::!t t\~ f~n~~~~ ~~~e ~t~~;i; 
and I hope shall never let the matter rest. There is cer­
tainly a great stir in England at this moment. The Clergy 

::t t~~~~~a:~~~::Ja;~~~; i~ a:i t='~~t~ ~ 
OO&6e." And two years later: "Sarah [Wedgwood1 is ab-
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sorbed very much by her interest in favour of the Blacks. 
She spends a great deal in the circulation of anti-slavery 
publications, and she baa herself written or compiled a little 
pamphlet for the benefit of those who are not sufficiently 
interested in the 8ubject to seek for infonnation among the 
many books that &re written. We have established a 
Ladies' Society at Newcastle. but we don't meet with much 
success among the higher gentry. The set below them (our 

~~h~:w;,:r:!::t ~~h~~!~~'~ ~h~~~ et~!f~~ 
of various little manu&cript books of journals and collections 

~!8~:r:~e~~~~J~~a~ ;::~t:ing bound in the 
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CRAPrER XIV 

1826--1817 

The Bilmondis in EngJ.and-~ IoIld ber d.augh~r Charlotte at 

W~hill~,!~t7~~m: P~:!r"~n:::'ke~:': 
D,."e'. love-.t!a.ir - Barry Wedpood 011 French pla~ 
FI.IlIl11.1ld Emma retum home-Lady Byl"Oll .t Geneva. 

i~; 7U~ ~!!2:{ t}:!~(~~~~~~:2~l.e~, ~o~~=t! 
na.noe is a.s oharming as ever, whioh makee her better worth 
looking a.t tha.n any be&uty I know," Harry Wedgwood 
described Siamondi's bows as tremendous: " he a.nd I 8&luw 
one !mother in the style of the frontispiece to Lea P,kitUH8 
Ridictdu. and he ought to have ma.rried good Mi!Jtre611 
AOOO8t instead of AWlt Jessie." 

After visiting tbe Maclcintoahe8 in London they went. 
t.owa.rda the end of JWle. to Ma.er. Beesywrote: "He i.e 
mob an entire lover of musio that the evenings r.re com· 

~~eu~eJu~ ::~i:~~ ~~Jdo~J:ro~wWlat~r;:c::: 
• 0 1tOIk «;IQW.' " Sismondi told Elizabeth, writing from 
P&ri&, where be went a.t the end of August, lE~&ving Jeasie 

~rJ1!:~:!~~~~h:e~~m~~~~s:i~ 
as abe called her. This was the only blot on hel' stay of 
ma.ny months in Engla.nd. 

Aa the6e viaita drew to a clO6e, Bessy decided to send 
Fanny a.nd Emma back with Jeeaie to apend eight months 
at Geneva. It was an effort to ~ with them. but sbe 
~~~b!oif~o:~ ~= ::~ ~h:,t., they wiBhed it. and it 

A ~f~~iB~O=v:~o~~ ~e: :ah
::, ~;:t. ~w~~ 

waa not intendod for any profession, being the heir-expootl\nt 
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of Grange, the Devom~hire estate, then in the poeeeesion 
of an uncle 79 years old. Bessy wa.s a little afraid her sister 
Mrs Drewe might thin..k she had views on him for Fe.nny 
or Emma, a.s be was prollpectively a good match. 

Bessy went to London to see Je68ie and the girl.e off. 
She described the parting to her husband, writing from 
Am.pthill, a houso lent to Sir James Mackintosh (Nov. 19, 
1826): "Our little girls shed. a few tears at parting with me 
yesterday but they went off very stoutly and not at aJl 
repenting. I am surprized at my own tranquillity at the 
thoughts of losing them for 80 long a time; when I hear 
that they are sa.fe on the other aide of the Channell shall 
be quite ea.sy." 

In one of her first letters to them abroad she wrote these 
few words of advice: "180m aUl"e you will make it yoUl" duty 
and yoUl" plea.sure to enliven yoUl" Aunt JeMie's winter by 

~h~~ ~o=:p~c!th ;t~t~e ~=f!; y~~, ~31~ 
not be afraid of m80king the gratitude that you must feel 
both for her and Sismondi apparent in your marmen to 
both." 

M"8 J03ian Wtdgwood to An hUBband. 

AlD'TIIILLP-'XI:,NOfJ.24.[1826] . 

. We 80re very comfort8oble here, and not 80 cold as 
we were 80t first. Ch8orlotte and I smuggle an hour's con­
versa.tion with Sir Jamee every evening after dinner, by 
remaining in the eating room while Kitty [La.dy Mackintosh] 
goes to her darling newsp8oper, and Fanny [Mackintosh) 
takes the opportunity of going to the pia.noforte. At 
these times he seem!! to enjoy conversation, and he is so 
wise and Iuminou& in 80ll his views, that I feel that I have 
m~e a. step towards wisdom in listening to him. I am sure 
he ha.s great feeling; he spoke with such tenderness of his 
daughter [Mrs Turnbull] the other night, and with such gra.ti­
tude of Dr D8o-rling for his 8ottentions to ber tha.t be filled 
my eyes with toors. 

Kitty is writing to Sa.rab [Wedgwood) upon the Cruelty 
subject. Sbe ba.s boon getting a man convicted of cruelty 
to his &88, and he is BOnt to prison, but Kitty ba.s been 
visiting his wife and supplying her with money and bJankete 
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wbiJe he is away. and Kitty told mo tbe.t the wile BOODled 

DOt displeaaed that the man waa gono. 
Charlotte, who is very comlortably sleeping by the fire, 

would join me, if she were alive. in love to you and your 
three companions, not forgetting Tony. Hoping at no 
unreasonable distance to 86e that chien dt viaage, 

I remain, my dear J08, 
Your affectionate E. W. 

The four tra.vellers. Mme Si.smondi. Fanny and Erruna 
Wedgwood. a.nd Edward Drewe. reached CaJa.is on 25th 
Nov. 1826. Emma. wrote that day to her mother: .. Aunt 
leesie told us that she did not know how she could have 

=cli~oa~ ~£an~~:l~ ~~g~:;;;t~~U!=~ 
~:;~; h::~b'k=:. ~~~t ~~e8'ov~~L 
hI.If-a-dozon smugglers who te&sed us very much to wear 
eome plaid cloth cloa.k.e for them, 80S they said they would 
Dot tako them from UB but they would from them, but we 
would not. as you may suppose." 

Their mother wrote many little instructions to the two 
girls at Geneva. She begs them to I»Y regularly for their 
lett6ra &D.d to be exact in their acoounta, ,. tbis is more for 
ono of you than the other, your ooJ.l.8cienoee will tell you 
which," and it is oatIy to gtlOEl8 that tbe eDet Fanny needed 
no such reDlinder. Also," I wish you would generally or 
-.J.waya say something to or of your aunt Sarah in your 

~~;:::e a:!~:~~:;e~~n:o~ ~ k~:.~nd I should 

Mr8 Jo8iah Wedgwood to hu husband. 

My D.U Joe, AIlPTUlLLPAJU[,NOfI.28(1826). 

I write to rejoioe with you over the safe arrival of 
our dear children and their oomp&n.ions on the other side 
the water. It is so pleasant to receive the letter before one 
bad begun to expect it. Now I am quite easy about them, 
and feel very glad that their company has boon such a 
IUpport to Jessie. 
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Charlotte and I have great pleMare in our evening's 
COAver8fttion with Sir Jamet. He perceives her good 
undentanding and aeem.e to take '" pleuure in t&lking to 
her. After tee. he reads to U8 aloud some German stories 
tTaDllated by Gilliee, whiob being short. and full of wild 
incid8llt, a.re just the thinge for reading alond, and he rea.da 
adminbly. His apirit8 are pretty f.at, which I wonder at 
oonsiderins how full his thoughtB a.re of " f&.it oooaaioll.9 
gone for eve!' by." He it now, be .. ye, obliged to toil like 
.. labourer beoau.ee he would not work when he waa 110 

much better able to do it, but if he can but live too get bis 
history through the pree8. of which he noW' 8OOIll8 to doubt, 
be will compound for all lobe reet. He i.s working very 
ha.rd, and .to the same time tHee aa much care .. be C6Il of 
hie health, hut he looks ill. and I never .. w any one'a hand 
,hake as hls does .. 

The following is & fragment of '" letter from Ma.riM.ne 
Thorntonl to H&nJl&h More. It records the beginning of a 
devoted friendship between Fanny Mackintoeh and M.ias 
Thornton, which played a large part in both their livea. 

Tu lIuo. Ho" ... Iln.ro. 13.T~'J', Bet. 
I •. 1.,1817. 

I found my sisten here !letting up .. wann friendship 
with a new country neighbour, Mile Mackintosh, daughter 
of 1M Sir James, who baa Ampthill Park here, .. place of 
Lord Holland's, which hia lordahip bM lent Sir James 
while he writes his history. KiM Mackintoah i.& everything 
hi. daughter ehould be--and more, much mme than anyone 
would expect her to be-very clever, full of information, yet 
lovin& fun a.a well ,. any child, and .bounding in life and 
epiritl!l, Yet &II pioDe and devoted 1M iI &he had been • Mi88 
Wilberforce, and moat anDOUS to do good in the wretched 

I Sir Robert IDBlie, of )filion BryAllt, toot charge of the large 
funlly ot Thorntone "ben tbeir father, Henry Thornton of Batter. 
lea RiM, AlId their motb61' botb died in 1816. Mariunll, thl! eJdelt 
daucbter, ... onl118 at the dUM. 
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village, which under the Holland influence you will guess 
baa had little done for it. She canters here on any c&Jt.. or 
ooa.ch-horse she can find, and returns loaded with good. 
books aDd good advice a.s to how to proceed from the Miss 
Inglises, who are well able to give both. She never mentions 
her father's religious opinions, hut seems 80 exce88ively 
fond of him, and he of her, that I think 1Iu !atherand Robert 
Hall's friend cannot but end well. 

Emma Wedgwood to her Bi8ter ElizabeJ.1I. 

GBliBYA. TA.,.,dGy, t J_. [1827]. 

This week has been very quiet except Monday, when 
tbere was a ball at the Theatre in commemoration of the 
.restoration of the Republic, wbere everybody may come 
that pays 6 fro The whole Theatre was quite full a.nd it 
looked very pretty. We were to dance with whoever asked 
us. The.first man I danced with was very disagreeable and 
vulgar, which put me rather in despair for the test of the 
ball; however the rest of my partners were very tidy, 
10 I liked it very well. I had the good luck to dance with 
one or two Englishmen. I was quite surprised to 800 the 
shopkeepers here look 80 much worse than any English 
shopkeepers. I had much rather dance even with Mr 
Timmis than with most of the people there. When I was 
afraid any particularly horrid-looking man W&8 going to 
uk me to dance I began Buch a very e&meBt conversation 
with Fanny that they cou1d not interrupt me. The room 
looked very gay from having a great many people in uni­
form, especially the Prince of Denmark and his three 
governors. Si8mondi was very indignant with the be­
haviour of Borne English young ladies sitting by us, who, 
wben anybody asked them to dance that they were not 
acquainted with, looked very glum and answered, "Je ne 
dame pao." 

I have had a music·master (or more than a (ortnight now. 
He is a German and despi868 every mWlic but German very 
mucb. He takes great pains about playing with expres--
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sion, but 1 t.hink he pI.ya with eo much expreaeion himself 
that it ia as if he was mad .. 

The Prince [of Denmark] gives a ball on the 18th at his 
houae in the country to which we are to go, and we are to 
go to the Redoute this day (Saturday) week. These are 
our only ballB at present. I have made great progrc8s 
in hair-dreIaing, and I make bot.h our heads look very 
dashing. 

Sismondi and we get on very well together, and we 
talk very well and listen very tolerably. He is more 
affectionate tha.n ever, which I am very grateful fOf. I a.m 
afraid he will never leave oft kiseing our handa. I waa in 
hopes he would after we had been here sometime, but 
he is more oonatant than ever. I am !lOrry Tony is become 
80 fat, I do not know what he will do without me to whip 
him a.nd starve him. 

Sunda.y. Yesterday we went to Mme Pictet Menet's 
and had 80 very comfortable evening, which finiahed by 
dancing, to my great joy, for I had the fldgete of wanting 
to dance ever since the hall at the Theatre. I get on in 
waltzing very well. 

Is the BChool &II full &II it wa.8 when we left home 1 You 
must tell us everything in the world that you have been 
doing. and &11 about th&t oharming pla.ce. MMr. One feels 
interest about the moet insignificant thinga from being 
such an immenae way off. Mme Beaumont and Edwa.rd 
8ung last night, but I aaure you nobody sings &II well as 
you and Charlotte. We are going to have. comfortable 
evening at home to-night without Sismondi. You roust 
not think me wicked for putting that. I like him much 
better than I did. 

I heard that Aunt Sarah baa not got into her new house 
yet. Will you give her my beet love t 
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M'rs J08iah Wtdgwood to her si8ter Emma Allen. 

MAER, January 16 [1827]. 

Sarah dined here the other day in very good spirite, 
though the troubles and complaints of her small establish­
ment are beginning 00 oome in, and she haa done too much 
for their accommodation not to be expeeted to do more. 
While I am upon the subject of Sarah, I cannot resist 
telling you that sbe subscribed £200 to the distressed 
manufacturers at the general Committee under an anony­
mous signature. I do believe she ha.s given away near £1000 
Jaet year in different acta of benevolence. Who can say 
that a. woman is Dot as capable of m311aging a large fortune 
as a man, or that a single woman has not as many oppor­
tunities of doing good as a married one ~ I wish I could 
prea.ch singularity among my poor neighbours I know; for 
1 do believe that if nobody would marry who could Dot 
maintain a family till they were thirty years old, thero 
would be no poor in England. The distress all round us 
makes this now more apparent than ever. and yet in the 
town of Newcastle there was never known so many poor 
marriages e.s this year. Many young couples under twenty 
have been married, who had not a single article of furnitllI"6 
to begin the world with and ha.ve been obliged to go baok 
to their parents with the prospect of an increase of 
misery. 

My two little girls seem very happy at Geneva and will 
apend a muoh gayer winter than they would have had at 
home. 1 wish they may also reap the benefit of being with 
two sucb minds (for 1 must say that S~. possesses also a. 
superior one, however one may owe him a grudge) and 
Jessie's is beyond clieoussion. I hope they will open their 
eyes wide to what is excellent and then they must be tbe 
better for it .. 



190 A Century of Family Letters [OHAP, XlV 

Faft,1I" Wedvwood to her motAtr. 

J-, 21n. T'~ (1827] • 

. On Thund6y the Prince of Denma.rk gave a grand 
ball at the Casino (the plaoo where the Redoutee are given), 
to which we went. It waa a very pretty Bight. In the 
middle of the ball they danced a cotillion which I IIbould 
think lasted upwarda of an hour, which cut a great many 
people off from dancing. The Prinoe danced almost &ll 
evening with Mrs Lambton, and after we were gone people 
_y there waa a acene between them, &orne say that he 
threw himself at her feet, others that be gave her biB feather; 
what did h&ppen I don't know. but Edward [Drewe] looks 
and talb very mysteriously about it and all Geneva is 
very busy talking her over. I auppose she ha.a been very 
imprudent. but I think they judge her very harshly, for if 
she did flirt a good deal with the Prince. he is only a boy 
of 18, so she might think there waa no great ha.nn in it. 
But whatever has bappened people 866m to cut her now. 
for she is going to give a ball on Tueeday week, and I am 
afraid many people will eeod her excU866, for eeverrJ havc 
said to Aunt JeMie, "You don't mean to go of OOUTll6." 

However. Aunt J688ie meana to IItick by her and go to the 
ball if we are the only people there, 80 IIIhe doea not en­
coumge Edward to tell anything &gainat her ... 

Dear Mamma. you need not be afraid, though we are 
very he.ppy a.nd comfortable here. th8.t we 8ha.n be aorry to 
come ba<:k to you. I love Ma.er much too well not to be 
glad always when I come home. 

I am lIurpri8ed to tee all the old men come to the balla 
bere. I should have thought they would much rather bave 
8t&yed away. Siamondi looks very unhappy at them. I 
never 8&W Bucb an anxiou.looking man as he is. 
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Mada'IM Si8m.ondi io Mr IMler Mn JOIio.h Wt.dgwood. 

GD'u", 27 J_. (1827). 

WhAt a dear letter 1 bve left 80 long unnoticed, my 
beloved Bessy! Do not think from that, that I have been 
inaensible to ita merit, or have loved ODe bit lesa it. dear 
writer; aD the oontl'&ry my love for you burna daily and 
never 8100ps but when I sleep myself, and DOt alW&ya then, 
for I dream mucb of you. It burns daily by means of 
your two children, who are a deligbt to me every instant 
of the day; otherwise I do not know that you would bave 
more than your share, but I cannot belp your being upper­
meet when I bourly fool the benefit of your love and confi­
dence. 

We are all gay and happy, and Sismondi far from being 
the least 110. He loves Emma and Fanny and enters into 
all their little interest. of vanity with greater warmth 
than I do, because he does not understand 808 well &8 I do 
how oompletely without va.nity they a.t6. If they a.re not 
immediately taken out to dance he 8wears, and can hardly 
ata.y in the toom. If they dance be c.n look on unweari~ 
and BUpport aU the ennui of a ba1I-room, which he never 
eouJd beat sinoe he had himself left oft dancing. They 
aurp&61 even my hopes of giving him pleasure; he enjoys 
every moment at home, and bas a greater interest when we 
go out. He thinks them very pretty, and will tell them 80, 
in spite of all my injunctioll8 and threats that I will tell 
you. They do not. however 800m to give him the leaet 
credit, and the otber day Emma laughed in hie face when 
he Mid on oocaaion of our admiring the beauty of Emma 
Pictet tha.t be would not give ODe of bi8 own little Emma 
Wedgwood fot ten Emma Pictets. He admires Fanny 
.ery much, and all he never bidet! anything he (eels, he 
tells her he thinks her very pretty-will thie do her any 
harm, think you 1 None at all I believe, for they will. not 
believe themselves a bit more good-looking becauee be calla 
them ioli~. 
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I hope the girls bad dancing enough on Saturda.y. they 
could hardly ste.nd when they came in. They are remark· 
ably well, and look 80 blooming that I receive endless 
compliments on their lratch~ur. De&reat BessY. I could 
not help laughing at your charge that they should keep an 
exact account of littJe iteJlUl, letters, bilJ8, etc.; they BOOm 
to me &8 exact &8 you could be yourself. Sis and I find 
daily I!IOmething in the quiet qu&lities to love them the 
better for, but Sis wishes exceedingly to inspire them with 
I!IOme more showy ones. He tries to persuade them of 
the I!IOlid virtue of benevolence in the art and love of con· 
versing; that they may by that power divert the real eorrow 
they may also cheer and console; in Bhort be linda very 
pretty arguments in favour of a little coquetry. But do 
not f66l', I do not think you will find them one bit more 
coquettes than when you trusted them to us. The firmest 
conviction of the advantages of a quality will never teach 
it us, and they would prove very sturdy pupila against even 
the approaches of what they oonceived evil. If he 8ucceeds 
in oonvincing them of the virtue of not giving way to a 
di8position of silence, that caate almost imperceptibly a 
gloom around them, he will do them a great service; and I 
do not fear at all the coquetry that might en8ue from his 
doctrine. You will I am afraid, from what I have said. 
think they are more silent than their neighbourtl. I have ex· 
pressed myself 80 awkwa.rd.ly. Not at aU; Siamondi re­
proaches me more than he does them. Conversation is an 
art learnt by foreigners from the moment they can speak, 
and to which I cannot &8 I have told him aepire, nor is it 
80 much needed in oar dear unt&lking land. There is a 
pretty gaiety about Emma, always ready to &nswer to any 
livelin688 and sometimes to throw it out heraelf, that will 
cheer everybody that lives with or appJ'O&<lhes ber. There 
i8 I!IOm8 dieposition to silence in Fanny, which I am glad to 
186 Sismondi peneveringly combat, and I think no one 
can be 80 persevering &8 he is. He says always he thinks 
Emma. the prettiest, but he ac~ &8 if be thought Fanny 
W8lJ, he says there is something particularly pleasing to his 
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tute in her countenance. I am very glad of it; the world 
lOOn mowa which is really the prettiest, and when two go 
10 much together, it is difficult that the one not preferred 
ahould not be mortifiod. Fanny looks remarkably well in 
a baU·room; she holds herself well, is moet radia.nt in her 
person and brilliant in her colouring; 80 that it ia never 
known we perceive the difference. How 1 do wish they 
were my own children, from whom I abould never be separ­
ated, with whom I might play wh&t pranks I ple&aed. SiB 
thinks Edward all the fools on earth not to be in love with 
Emma., he cannot imagine how it can be avoided. Edward 
goee out now alm08t every evening, he is much liked from 
his gaiety, hiB good brooding, and his Marmame figure. But 
be oomes to ua moming and evening whenover he can. For 
my own part I love him very tenderly; J have never met with 
wch docility in any human being, or hardly more afiection. 
and alwaya auoh perfect good and genUe brooding, that in 
living a long life witb llim one iB 8ure of being secure from the 
smallest rndeneae, even rougbnoss. Not eo witb hia mten: 
he hlUl aU their awoot temper. I am oonvinced Caroline 
haa done the wiaoBt thing abe could in acnding him bere. 
The f&.llbion of the p1aoe is strict morality; be will always go 
in the extreme of the flUlbion .... 

Elizabeth Wtdgwood to her' NUr Fa"",y. 

MAJ:ll, 8atw.u,. 1! •. 17 [1827J 

... Caroline Darwin left u& yesterda.y-we could not 
get her to 8tay any longer, tho' we alJ8ured her abe would 
not find herself the toast wanted when Bhe got home. She 
.. ye ebe hae been in a foolish talking humour 80 long that 
she is quite tired, Ilnd iB gone home hoping Suean will let 
ber be eerwue .. 

She bad a. very pJeNAJlt Jetter from Cbarles [Darwin) 
while Abe was here. begging to know whether Wilcox [tbe 
gllmekeeper] was etill Lord paramount bere. and if she could 
find out without mueb trouble. be 8hould like particulllrly 

13 
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to know how many head of game have been killed. He and 
EraemuB a.te quite troubleeome in being 10 fond of letters 
from home .... 

EmfItG Wulgwooci to 1aer motAtr. 

Gozv .... 15 Morel, 1817. 

I IlOO you, as well &II we, are thinking about our coming 
home. I hope you will aettle about the time. It will be 
much pleasanter with respect to aunt Jessie that she should 
not think UA wanting to go away. Aunt Je8Iie WIUI thinking 
of our making a little tour with Frank. I know we should 
enjoy it very much, but we have already had 10 much 
pleaaure and been 80 long from home, tbr.t if you and Papa. 
had ra.tber we came home IIOOner, we shall be perfectly 
satisfied. I &88Ul'6 you I do Dot wish anything about it. 
And you are alwa.ys 80 ready to give UB pleasure tha.t I a.m 
sure you will. if you have not some good objection or 
wish .. 

Aunt Jessie has juetgiven me leave to tell you of Edww'e 
love affair, which I have been longing to do &II thro' this 
letter. However you mllBt keep it & eooret till you hear of 
it from aunt Drewe. He baa fallen in love and propoeed 
to Adele Prevost and she hu aooepted him, to our great 
Burpri8e, &8 she is 24 [Edward being 21]. Aunt Jessie 
wrote a fortnight ago to aunt D. about it. For my part I 
think she will make. very nice wife for him. She is rather 
pretty but very old looking. Adele's atber gives a reluc­
tant consent in caae aunt D. has no objection. The court­
ship was very short; I don't think. he met her 10 times 
before he proposed and wu a.ocepted. I think you II80W her 
when you were here. Sbe h&8 the most BOber, steady 
manners, and not at all the BOrt of penon to faJ.l desper­
a.tely in love. What a. pity I did not begin this deligbtful 
subject before; now I have no more room. It amUBe8 me 
very much. but aunt Jeesje is vexed about it. Good bye 
dearest Mamma. Your aftectionate ElOl.a. W. 
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The Df'fnt'8 family now ooDliated. of Mn !>rewe, EAIwani. 
and hie two aisten. Harriet. Lady Gifford. and Georgi.na, 

~~~~J)I:4ti:~ ~,:!~. ~~~~ 
:U~d:r; ~i:jd~Wt:t!u~~e~f c~d~~~~ ~&;:' 
Drewe', love afJ&ir C&ll8ed .. gretot commotion in tbe 
family, e.nd tt was apropos of trus that Harry Wedgwood 
~f::r:aed the quatrain often quoted in the Wedgwood 

Write,. write, write • letter I 
Good advice 1rill roake UI better, 
Silten, Brothen, Father, Mother. 
Let ua all ad viAe MoOh othu ! 

Emma W~ 10 Mr mother. 
GlllrSu • .Ap. 24,{1821}. 

••. I W!Io8 rather surprised to find you did not expect t.o 
fJee U8 borne before July. I sha.ll be very sorry to leave 
aunt JCMie whenever it ha.ppens, but then I shall be 60 
glad to come home a.nd IlOO you all that I don't me&o to 
trouble my be&d about anything, but let things take 
'heir OOUl'8e according to aunt Jessie', maxim. Sometimes 
I take a violent longing to go home, but it goee off in 
~ minutes .. 

My mother often spoke of this 8ts.y at Genen &8 one of 
grMt enjoyment, chiefly I think. owing to the society of her 
beloved aunt JeMie, but a.leo to the balls and sociability 
of Gene..... I remember her saying that after dancing with 

r:~ eghti:::g:t:!::;on;!~ :~~:.ord to him but 

OMrlotu W~ (staying wilA hu CQU8i" 

.Jrr8 Aldtr80ft) W Atr 8Ultr Emma. 

G ...... T Rosuu. ~. Jla, 6ti [1827}-

... I ca.me b(ll'e on Tueada.y night by 'he mail, under 
Rarry'Se8COrt. We were undortbe bard neceeaityof getting 
up at three o'clock and then driving to Stone, expecting aU 
the way to be too late for the m&il. Our fat phaeton mare 
W88 never 110 hurried in her life. for unlike dea.r Duche.. 
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Ibon ;. -"*1 .. y .,......w.. .... ..,., wI.h &he whip to 
let 011.. We arrind in time. however, aDd bad .. very 
beautiful ct.y MId good journey, and arrived near eleven 
without being at all tired . There i, no travelling that 
fatJauea one 10 liUle .. the mail. I could not help grudging 
to IMoTe ihe oounVy r.t ihiI beutiful time of year. and 
panieulady the prdeD. for the time it jUlt oollli.nc on when 
I ezpected &0 lief) the effect of all my arraacing of the Sowen, 
t.bt I took IJUCh .,.me with Jut yeez ; and the peoniee 
were jun coming out. We had been working very bard 
for the ... ten da,. for tbe buur fOl' the Spaniah and 
1t6li&n retqee.; I, in drawing cbie8y. and Elisabeth toDd 
Mamma embroiderina work-h9 arad making pm-wiper. 
ODd ............ 

Kr A1dtnon it .. pt.N.ot bOlt.. He pute one 10 com­
pIeklly .t tIMe, which ie Mldom ,be __ with the muter of 
.. boue. Be ill IIOiOM.ble and rather meny and talk. • good 
deal IoIld very agreeably. 

Sunday 13th. yeJJterday the AlderlOlUI gavo .. dinner­
pariy. Dr and Mn Maltby, Chief Jutioo Litt.ledale, tbe 
Andenone and the Lockharte were the party. lira Lock­
bart.' it partieul&rly pleMing. abe .. 10 limp1e, nataral, and 
mod.t. )(r I..c:Ickhar1 it remarkably haod.ome, and I t.hin.k, 
ootwitbatanding my prejUdiOM, would be ..,.,.,ble if he 
would come out more, but he IIeeIIUI ree&rTod. GeorJina 
ma.oapd for me to ait next him at dinner. )(r A . .a.d 
Georpna Are ob.t.inat.e about maki.D&: me .ma. which I bad 
IIlDCb rather .void. G. Dever .... benelf, which JeAn. me 
&he ooIy m.w .... , ODd .....,. people ... puticalorly fond 
of muic. it ia u.e mod dullifyina: ~ that CMl be to .. 
pMty. Ooe fee1e it rather hard to be obHpd either to bore 
&he porIy '" be dioohUgi... Fanny (Ifaokintooh 1 ODd I 
... t to hear Cht.lmerl'l OIl Friday at tbe 0peni.Da of "he 
De .. 8ootoh chtu"Ch. H. bu .. YfIIJ bad voioe, bat g oer· 

I BopIlia.a-pwofBirWalt.-Soot\. 

~~:~(!!.~':!!i~~~ 
~:=..!" _pabIe 01 pM .. &II e8eot .. .t.roac aDd 
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tainly a very fine preacher. If he had but Mr Irving'sl 
beautifuJ voice he would be perfect. Mr Irving ga.ve a 
prayer of an hour's length, which is I think more than moe 
too long. Moreover his praying is 80 theatrical 88 to be die­
a.greeable,-a. much worse fault in pra.ying than in preach­
ing. There wall an immenee crowd, and quite a riot at one 
time made by the people outaide breaking in. 

I never knew lIuch a bUlltle &8 I have been in. Tha.t a.nd 
the trouble of one's clothes are the disadvantages of London. 
I feel &8 if I had time for nothing. Every minute that I 
have is required for drawing that my leeaons may not be 
thrown away upon me. I have bad two, and like Mr Copley 
Fielding very much. 

Early in 1827 Harriet SurteeB'slong acrvitude ended with 
the death of her husband. Sbe had not any aettled p1aoe of 

~~ :~et~~~~!l:re'1?~e ~~~=;~~;::~ ~!~ 
(now a barrister in London), W!L8 written to bis mother juat 
afoor a vwt to.Mrs Surtee8, and while sbo was with the John 
Wedgwoods at KingllCOte. 

iii, Eaaas. CouaT. TalIPLz. 

i\ty DBU MOTH.EB, 
T.litn'tUy (24 Moy. 1827J 

I oongratulate you on your change of quarters from 
Cheltenham to Kingsoote, though my own goUC payaager is 
not 80 strong as it used. to be, or my taate for London is 

or IH~t1wC:h~~~~::~~mTh:nr!:~::: ~ ~:!m~ 
=e:~O:,:~h.?= ~i~::~~"~u~=,~~: 
~=~e!~:=diJ!:~= re~nged~::'er-: ~ 
the .. onkDOWD. t.onpa." but WM uCl8ediD&l1 indipaD~ with Wib. 
heedJeu 11001 of Belial .. who maintained that it WIM mere gibberith. 
and pro_ted. it ouly "anted the ear of him whoee native t.ougue it 

:h:~:$a::J\~=tt~i-:~=f~f~boe:::~h!t~l~t~:: 
~~P~~fll~;r =~ .. ~::r~~ta~~~~(~:r~l~~ 
~~~e:~M~~l!~;:;:,t!f~r~~ heard uothin8 of the 
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_. Londo. ia mu of dirt...t .. u.-...t vulgarity, 
but London is London e.fter all, .00 it. ia IIOmethiog to bve 
the freahe8t new. &Dd the freehe&t fiAh. and to eee everybody 
.00 everything. Here am I, .. Btatlordabire man. 150 miles 
from home. and yet of StaBordab..i:re people alone I have 
eeen and beard of I don't know how many. Ie it nothing 
to have Hr and Mn TomJ:iDeon and Mi8B Tollllimon, of 
whom Joe himIeIf 8&id that the waa no WO!'IIe than other 
YGq Jadiea' What greater advantagee .hould I enjoy 
at Hanley or Cowbridge or Burelem or 'I'uD8talI, The 
CODDtry is .. very good plaoe to .ae good comptony in. but 
ia very bla.Dk by .ita&lf, and eo I dareeay Jos and Allen have 
found it by this time. What brilliant eveninp they must 
be spending together. what a flow of 80011 I pity even 
Squib wben I think of it. We have.ll been stirring about 
here in town, plenty of dinDen. play •• and open.a. but a.ll 
in the family way M Ma.ttbewa _,... which I thin..k &- very 
ptee...nt •• y (what.eYer Mn Aldenon doe. &t this time). 
It muet be confessed Mrs Holland's family dinner wu lant 
soN peu e""uYl!vz. Nobody ahall persuade me thr.t Dr 
H. is either the moet agreeable or the o1evereet man 
in London. If he waa be would Dot have &bocked Charles 
Darwin by aaying tlY.t .. ",bale ha.a cold. blood. or the uni­
vene by eating with his knife, or me by the patron.iaU:tg 
manner in which he mentioned what be had done with 
Min.i8ter8 in favour of Sir J. Mackiotoeh. He said Lord 
LyndhUl'llt had aebd him .. to Sir J.'II health aDd. capa­
bilities, of which be had made .. faYOUf'&ble • report as he 
oould; and. l..d. L. bad alIJo, 1 think, aaid IOmethiug .bout 
making him & Baron of the Exchequer; but tb .. t. ill out of 
the question, for tbouah the work in London is nothing, 
.nd tbendore he might eaaily do that, neither bill bealth nor 
hia1epllmow1edge caD be 6t for circuit.. 

Fanny Mackintoab, Charlotte and 1 went with Mn Swin· 
ton Holland and her two daugbt.era to [Rouini',] SeMira-­
"'1M, fOf rt!pO!1:a of whicb I refer you to Charlotte, only it 
was a aort of music in which I oonld have whiat1ed a part all 
through, 110 that it cannot be very original MIle Pasta'8 
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acting wu ffirY fine, and worth 10 night. of Mi.sa M. Tree'e 
" Home ,""eel. Home" work, or MiM O'Neill'a pulling &W&y 
at the pocket handkerchief whieb hung at the amall of hel!' 
back. There.&8 no ballet·. On Monday I went with. or 
rather after. Caroline Daorwin. Charlotte and l!'ra.nk. to the 
French play. where I W&8 confirmed in my opinion of the 
mperiority of French plays and actors over English. In the 
Dtmoi.dle d .Maritr, the demoi&elle comea jumping in in her 
morning gown, and boasting of wbat a breakfast she hae 
eaten, and what & w&lk she it going to take, when abe it 
pa.cked off by her maman to put on her best gown to reoeive 
a viaitor. This horrifies her, for abe is lure abe shall have to 
aiD.g; accordingly when the viaitor arrivea, in come eJ.J. the 
fuilly en grand.!: tenue a.nd. Mademoiselle as awkward and 
frightened && possible. She is bid to bold up her bead and 
.. y IOmething. and i.e sent to fetch her drawing of the Uk eM 
Romtdw. but to her great relief the visitor is 80 di.sgu8ted 
with aJJ. thia exhibition th&t he decLarce off. However he 
etays to dinner, and Mademoiselle tuee off her fine gown. 
and ie eo happy and pleaaa.nt rot being released that abe and 
the gentleman fall in love and it is all settled. An EngI.i.sh 
actreee would have been hoydenish when ahe was not 
affected, and vulgar all through. but tma French one never 
aeemed to think of the audienoo. or of ber dreBa or attitudea, 
but was juat as if she acted {or her a.m.uaement. Charlotte 
aod I both remarked that in aU these French pelitu piku 
aU the characters a.re made extremely good-na.tured. and 
that m&kee another contrast with English aft.erpieoes. A 
third oontraat is in the women's dre88ee, which I think are 
not only infinitely better but much clea.nor at the .French 
Tb ....... 

Having gone through my dieeip&tioDIJ it i. time I 8hould 
inform you tha.t. I have won Uncle Allen's cauae for him, 
tb.t i.a with the &I!I'li&t&noe of the Attorney-General and 
Taunton. It waa tried the day before yeatenlay before 
Littledale. I wu in a horrid fright, for I was responaible 
to Uno1eAllenin threeaeveraJ capa.citieaof Pleader. CoUJl8e1. 
and nepbew, a.nd he chose to come and sit in oourt to quiet 
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my nerve.. Ho'ftftll' the other Iide did noi tab the only 
objection I WM afnid of, aod we Bot. • verdict. for \be wm 
awarded. I had nothing to do bot; to open the pte.dings 
ud uk ODe que8tioo and 80 I eM'Ded .u: guineM. The 
Aitomey-OeoenJ w .. very ciYil, and .u srMoueiy pleMed 
to enquire wbet.ber my t.ther .M John or Joe, and hoped 
he ahould be often .. wit.h me " at. W eetm.iPeier . 

You will probably haYe heard from Charlotte how t.be 
fint day', buaa.r [for the Greekl] went oft. She and Hens­
Iei.gh WfIftI t.here. There ... u an lmmeoae crowd and every­
thing lOki very dew. The B1U'IIleIMI IC'I'eeD8 went directly, 
and 10 did Charlotte', pictunll; the J>t.t at. 301. aDd 110 

downwarda. I IhoWd not wonder if I might han aold a 
IOOIe trap if I bad sent one. 1 bad .. brilliant idea for 
IO~ whioh would have fetched any money. but 
it did Dot ooour IIOO.b enough. and 10 it. must wait t.Ul the 
nest b ........ but it ceriainJy will be t.he prettied toy ever 
invented. .. , . 

JoftoA W~ 10 4N da.,iW. "u.~ 11_ .".". 
aia.-. 

My DLUL Ll'l"1'LK GlBL8. 
PUll, 8.......,. H 11.., •• 817. 

, . I am vecy glad that I induoed Cat. D. to oome 
with me. I need not tell you bow acre-ble .. oom,.mon 
.he ii, aod. .be hM 10 much t.aete for beMl'Y that. it. it .. 
pIeMure to travel with... She hM DOt ... JeBIIie (Sis­
mondi1 I believe, IIinoe abe mvried, but. unleI. I am much 
milt&keo Jeeeie will lib her much ..00 Jeeeie'. huabaod. too, 
at leMt I expect and hope it. To raurn to our journey 
and 'YOyAgea; I weDt to bed the moment I got 00 board a.t 
1 o·olock. and lay till we got into Dieppe at 11. Caroline 
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WM in, but took not the least harm, and Cha.rles, though 
DOt quite well, made & very be&rty dinner on rout beef. 
We .hould have been tempted to .tay a da.y &t Rouen, if 
t.he weath01' had been good, but. it. has been detestable ever 
aince wo landed t.ill t.hia afternoon. (P.S.-Rain again.) I 
am glad you ha.ve got the great Henri, but my mind mi.· 
gives me that he knows nothing of German, which I neg· 
looted to mention to you &8 a. neoossary requisite. N'impom 
-his groat qualities will make up for the trilling circum· 
.ta.nee of not one of the party speaking the language of the 
oountry. 

Tell my dear Jeesio that h01' addition to your former letter 
to your mother was not thrown away upon mo. Nobody 
can do kind things with so much grace &8 she does ... 

Garoline Darwin to Fanny and Emma IV tdgwood.. 

My DEAR FANNY AND EldJIlA, 26 JLtvt,1827. 

(1 know you like being cla.eeed together, aDd &8 

Cha.rlotte and Eliz. to thia day apeak of you both aa if you 
were but one, 1 shaJl follow their eIa.mple.) Many thanka 
for being 10 glad that I joined this delightful oxcunion. 
It wae very good·natured of Uncle Joe to think of me, but 
there never WM a kinder person and the pleasantest travel· 
ling oompanion. I am quite losing all my former fear, and 
Charlee, who came with 1l.I as far &I Pari., joins me in a 
chorus of admira.tion whenever he leaves the room. 

Madame Bi8mondi to hu nitu Emma W~. 

GaP ... 8....,. 1" JwJy (1827] . 

. . . My deate8t children, if r was to ... y I did not mi. 
you, that the bouae wae DOt very empty, very silent, and 
very delOlate, I should not say what W&I true. But you will, 
I know, be glad to hear that J think more on my good 
fortune in having you so long, having bad so much more of 
my own J08 tha.n I expoctod, and sooing and renewing my 
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affection (or Caroline Danrin, than on the loea I have 8US­
tained, which I endeavour to think as little of 88 possible. 
And for that I drive the image of my little idiot (or the 
present out of mind as mucb &8 I am able, but it is a.n ob-
8tinate little toad that holds its place very tenacioualy. 

If you are like me, you will like to have a very minute 
account of our days siooe you left 08. Soon after quitting 
a plaoe I like to know the disposition of every moment if 
it were poBBible, 80 here is a little journal for you. Sismondi 
and. I aat down to our UU+II.U dinner for the tint time 
siooo the 17th of May, 1826, 13 months and 10 days euctly. 
I caDDOt say that either of ua enjoyed it. It waa lOOn inter­
rupted by the return of Edward before we had risen from 
the table, his manner gentle and affectionate M one that wail 
to supply a 1088. We all walked to the distant field and sat 
down on the hay, very silent and not very rejoicing. 

Tueeday, 3rd. We have this morning had Suriote8 to 
breUfast; he WIWI one of the Greek deputiee in London, 
through whose hand our poor loan slipped, Lord knows how, 
for I am 8ure he does not; he is a clever man and his conversa.­
tion was very agreeable. He is on his road to Greece; he 
seems to think: that Greece is 100 aa far as fighting goes­
a remnant might still be saved by negotiation, but he 
seemed diaoouraged mote than he was hopeful. We have 
j08t too had a visit from Lady Cawdor,1 looking very fine 
and handsome, and she was agreeable too, but for the little 
laugb that aooompaniee all the 88ll8ib1e things ahe says. 
She told us she had juat received a letter from Lord Carlisle 
that the Com Bill bad paased the eeoond reading in the House 
of Lords, 80 that is well finilhed. She said Lord Le.oIdowne 
had given great trouble by his indecision and weaknOM, but 
that she believed he would take office preeently. He would 
have Ld. Dudley's plaoe, who only held it temporarily out 
ollriondAhip to Canning. and 01>. al .... Y' thought Mackintooh 
would come in with him. 1 wish be may, but I dwelt a good 
deal on tbe h&rdahip of overlooking him. in hopei! she O1&y 

of ~~=. O~;:!:Ok~ "e::.:d'::il::!tBoi~A:e:~ 
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report it to her brother and he to Canning. She Mid it 
WB8 periectly true that the King Wall very angry with the 
ex-ministers, above aU with the Duke of Wellington. He 
said Canning h&d in the fint instance been forced on him, 
and then they wanted to force him to send him out, but this 
time he should be his own master. 

Madanu 8iBmondi to her niece Fanny Wedgwood. 

CHiNE, Jvly 10 [1821] . 

. . . The house still feels very empty without you, very 
ment, very 'n'te, above all of an evening, and Thursday I 
thought it odious. To be rid of this evening melancholy we 
go out in the char pretty regularly as 900n as the sun is 
sufficiently low. My spirits have not sunk. at a.ll, and I have 
68C&pOO a great evil. For when I am low no one is 80 pr08-
moo as I am, no one so disagreeable. as your Aunt Sara. used 
to say, and she was right. The truth is from the beginning 
of your stay I have had my feelings in training to meet 
with courage the termination which I knew must too 
speedily come. I was determined Siamondi should have no 
rea.soD to regret the viaita of thoee I love, but that he should 
feel they permanently benefited me. I am happy to tell 
you he W!loB quite as low &s I W&II myself, e.nd that our feelings 
never were in more perfect unison. Since my letter to 
Emma I bve read again Medwin's conversations of Byron, 
and going one evening to town for the second vol. I received 
• letter from Lady Byron saying she was at 8echeron; 80 

putting the vol. in my pocket I went and paid her &. visit. 
I sat with her till I fancied I saw symptoms of thinking our 
visit long enough, or I should have liked to have stayed 
longer, though Sismondi thought her intolerable. She 
talked more tha.n I expected, and her manner waaless cold. 
She talked. like a sensible and good woman. She looks thin, 
pa.le, and old for her age, there is a stiffness in her features, 
and she baa a mouth that could never admit her to be very 
pretty. Sbe speaks in the low and la.nguid tone that Sis­
mondi thinks so insupportable. She waa Bitting apparently 
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writing at .. table on which. lay open .. D1&DUIOript book 
that looked very like .. journal. Her hUlband in Doa Juaft 
a.ccWlell her with IIOm8 impatience of writing journlUa; a.t 
another table ut. young man reading who took little notice 
o( ua or our rialt, and apokb only to qUMtion lAdy Byron 
on 80mething abe said, in a manner not. quite civil. Ada., 
.. ohild of ten or t.welve, went out. .. we came in, and 80 

rapidly that I could not. eee ber; but luckily abe returned 
before we went, with her faoe aU Ulumin&ted., in spite of 
tome espreeeion of timidity. to bid ber mothet look at the 
Moot Blanc red with the eetting IUD. I never 11& ... finer 
child; brilliant with healtb, .. P1, open. sweet-tempered 
6xpreeaion, but no regular lines of beauty; yet abe may tum 
out .. great beauty; and nobody can .y what her childiah, 
unformed fea.turee might tum out, and ber mouth and eyes 
are very fiDe. She ill fair. and b .. not the leut ftIIIeDlbla.n06 
to Lord Byron. We invited Lady Byron to tea theI Thur&­
day. but ebe wu going to Cbamouny a.nd. declined, but. 
promiaed me .. visit from Ouch,.. where ebe is going to atay 
ao1D8 time. 

On giving Edward. hie aUow~oe the lat. of July we found 
10 far from having .. ved anytbing he had BpfIDt IDOIe than 
his allowanoo; I coWd. think of PO better plan (that he would 
follow, that ie to eay), than to penuade him to 10 to St 
Ge:rvaia, where he can live for five france a day and cau have 
nothing to buy, there bema no Ihope of any kind. and an 
&lmOit impoeeible thing to get anything from Geneva. He 
11 gone tbia morniotl: in the diligence, another tril1lDph 1 
gained; be want.iDg to tab a eM,. and to prove to me it '\IV'" 
the cbeapest way. 1 wae obliged to call AcMle to my 
........ n08 to make him go. She came to breakfut with me 
1Mt Friday, .nd I eotert&iDed her by relating Edward'. 
n.tn.vaganoe. He Sew into • ~ with me, which 1 
repaid him with intere.t. After my telling him be wu too 
.tupid to understand the meaning of worde, and that I 
would rather beat my bead &8ainst a stone wan thaD talk 
to him, be bad the humility to throw hia anna around my 
neck and aU: my pardon, ... if I , too, had not Binned.. '£0 
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.y the truth I waa aabamed of myaelf; he hae a very Iweet, 
unreeenting diapoe.ition. 

On Friday I went again to Lady Cawdor, and aaked her 
to come and breakf&llt with 118 on SUIlday or drink tea again 
on Saturday. She refueed both invitationa, which gave me 
peat pleaeure, but Aid abe would meet me on Sunday at 
La Boia&rent. So here ends the plague of my hOlipitality to 
her; abe iIIloolring It ill very handeome and was much ad­
mired here on Thursday. and at La BoiBei~re on SUIlday. 
Certainly abe haa the Iweetat oounten&noe I ever beheld in 
.. woman of her age. Age generally long before 50 give. U8 

.. few wrinklee that look very like froWll8; her brow ill It ill 
_ooth ADd poliahed &I at 20. 

BflltIIa WWgwood '0 Att' "t"" ModorM Si8mmtdi. 

CoWON., ~, .JwJy 20 {1827]. 

. . . Fanny found your letter here. I mUlt.y you write 
the pleaaante8t letten in the world, booaule you tell your 
own feelinga and that ill what one is mOil. intereeted about. 
I ahall leave to Fanny to tell you about our delightful 
journey hom Mayenoo here, becauee abe haa much more 
lute for the be&utiel of nature than I have. I am sorry 
for Edward at Gervais. but I have no doubt he will make 
many boIOm friends in a abort time, &I he alwaya doell. I 
with I had been by to lee you in lueh a paaaion, you naughty 
WODllUl. 

After aniving at Maer, Emma wrote (31 July, 1827) that 
the felt it quite na.tural to be at home, and that ahe waa very 

:rJl~h~U:':x,:,~ ::~eu:n~ ;:;P~e;\et~~i~:p= 
abe thought M. Moulton'a oomplimenta will not ruin UI for 
life. Those cunning old men know that anything about 
t10f "imablu "iieu will go down with you." 
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CHAPTER XV 

1827-183<1 

[ClUJ>. xv 

The HaelriDtoehM at )(aer-A. buaar at Newouil_BMIJ on the 
Drewe-Prevo.t tJl'air-Tbe houae in York Street .rud-The 
Jolm Wedpoodll abroad-Ed ... ard Dre'll/'e'. marriap-The 

:=tg~ta?~:=-:=r'w=o!:'. K=:t: 
A gay week at WoodhoWl6. 

FANNY and Emma found a. large party at lfaer on their 
return from Geneva. The aunts Caroline Drewe and 
Harriet Surtees were there, &8 well as the l\la.ckintoshee. It 
waa soon after the death of .M.r Surtee&. and Emma wrote &8 

if before this visit she had ecaroely eoen her aunt Harriet. 
whom she thought more like her mother than any of her other 
aunt&. The Maclrinto&bee had come for .. 8ta.y of ai.x months. 
Book-shelves and writing-tables had been apeci&lly prepared 
for Sir James to work at his History. Emm&wrote. "Sir 

;:;~l=!t ~~~dst.aU!!~i~!" to~~~~t· t!:mi
: 

~t!~::'rwi~=:aen!D~ f:~::d:.o~g !e~~~ 
mentioned with pleasure that no 8hade of disagreement 
had ever interfered with her enjoyment of her sister Kitty's 
aooiety. Lady Mackintosh was attempting a.mongBt other 

~=r81~~01; S::th!~d t~tl8::;:::e~p~m~ v~~ 
Pima. 
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Mr' Joaiok Wtdgwood to lur MIter Jladam" 8'lfAoM', 

MDB, J(~, •• !Mg. 27, 1827. 

M&ckintoeh is come home after attending poor Cann.i.ng's 
funeral. Alas! what a 10811 he is to all Europe. There were 
ma.ny at the funeral (M. said). who could not control their 
grief. M. had a long oonversation with Dr Holland 
about Canning's illnesa. It was his misfortune, and every­
body's misfortune, that he W&8 eo pressed by ciroumstancea, 
that he had not time to be ilL When Dr Holland came to 
him the first day, Canning said to him, .. Dr, I have been 
struggling with illne&e these three months. and it has now 
oonqUflred. me." He had had shivering fits for four da.ys, 
during which he had been giving dinners, and attending to 
his buainesa. Dr Holland had no hope of him from the 
flrat day. On one of these days when he wa.s 80 ill, he had 
his Secretary with him at his bedside for three hours ovor 
aocounta. After he had done he said, " Now let's bave a 
tug at Portugal." .. No, sir," said the Secretary, .. you 
have done enough, you must take repose," and he took his 
advice and fell asleep. 

Mackintosh is in very agreeable spirita. I think. he finds 
him&eU comfortable bere, and he is a great acquisition to U8 

in point of society. He genera.lly sits a. good while con­
vening after breakfast, then he goes up to his room for tbe 
morning, and we don't 800 him till dinner. He hall his horse 
here, and rides every day before dinner. He has his own 
books, and he is established in the middle room upstairs for 
his study, and he sleeps in the next. In the evening he joins 
us at tea. and if we have no other company he is very 
obliging in reading anything we like to us. and he reads 80 

weU that it is & great treat. Kitty is also very comfortable; 
.be spends almost all day in her own room and is very busy 
at her studies, amongst which the newspapers have their 
wsual ahare, but alwa.ys on the aide of benevolence and 
hwnanity. 

You t.&ke 80 muoh interest in my inmost feelings that 
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1 think you will wiIb to )mow bow 1 like my two little girls 
now that 1 look with .. fneh eye upon them. 1 think you 
and my IdDd. Siamondi have done them 800d, but I don' t 
peroeive any mub of epoilation that I raUler e:lpected 
from both your k:indne.. 1 perceive that they oonvene 
witb mDCIh more __ than they did. &ad are quite .. un· 

affected. Emma ... little bromed. but Fanny ia ODe degree 
DMnI' prettiDeII t.h&n abe ... ; but I bope abe will never 
make the miItIoke of thinking that the ia pretty. 1 must 
give )'OU the .. me caution that you did to me when they 
1n!I'8 with you, which ...... , not to ootiDe any of my remarks 
upon themeelvee; for t.My would think it hard to be debarred 
from t.D.y part of your letter.. IUld you know how rem&rU 
got "'"""" by repetition. 

Ha.rriet'. [8urUIeI] inoome will be too 1lDA1l to allow her 
to keep houe oomfortably. but bet gentle, cheerful and 
aecommodating dieJK*ition will &1W&ye make her company 
preoioue to ua .0. Sbe haa only to cbUlle where she.ill be. 
Her modeet docility ia 10 .triking that it almost makee ODe 

afraid to propoee anything to her, for fear of ber doing 
"hat she wouJd rather not do. 

Sir JafNU J(tJdriftJofla 10 Au &roIA.tr·ia-lato 
JoAti .4,"",. 

AlD'Tmu. P ..... :It 1*., 101. 

I pueed three mouth. at Maer ID08ti agr.ahly in aD that 
depended on the Kalen. Before 1 went I 1OIDetim_ sua­
pected tMt you had aD exaggerated the ExoelIencle. of your 
eldest eiater I without going quite 110 far .. to IJUppotI& tha.t 
she ..... gra.ven image whom you had let up to tau down 
before and wonhip ; but I DOW adopt your Wonbip. I 
neve!' JaW auy other penon whoee aeta of cmIity or frieod­
lhip depended 10 little 00 Rule or Habit, and were 10 000-

.... otly refre8hed from the Wellhead of Kindne. with the 
lnluiona 01 which they aeemed to sparkle. Her benJgnity 
ill indeed moat graceful. I u.ed to rally her on the gentlest 
~ in England haYing the llOieieat houehokl. Both 
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the elder girla1 are excellent, .nd t.he IIOOOnd • channing. 
'£he reet of the Family &te more good than agreea.ble. I 
noept Henaleigh, wh9 ie, I fear, doomed to ill-health. 

John Allen &nd his sister Fanny were at Genen in the 
autumn of 1827 en roule for Rome. In Madame de 
BllD86n's Journal to her mother she wrote: 

Rome, t9Nov.1821.-

The company of Mr Allen ie a real plea.aure to me. I 
am more tha.n ever &w&re 01 aU that is good and excellent 
and reepecta.ble a.bout him, but his foibles bve grown old 
with him &8 well &8 his good. quaJitiee, a.nd he is &8 fond 
... ever of repea.ting anecdotes of Brooks's: he baa how­
ever ch&nged the chit-ch&t of Holla.nd House for th.t of 
Woburn, .nd the names of Sc&rlett, Brougham, etc., for 
t.hoee of the Russells &nd the SeymoUl'B. 

MrlJ JOIJiah Wedgwood w her mter Emma Allen aI 
Ore8lJdly. 

M.ua, ott. 3111. 1827. 

Ruing just put your letter in the fire, tlJU'e&d by any 
ave Elizabeth e.nd myeeJf, I proceed to answer it, my ever 
dea.rEmm.a.. 

It is not like my dear gentle John (Allen] to spe&k &s 
he does of the :Prevost family. We are &11 accused of a 
c1anniah feeling with respect to each other th&t has a 
tendency to make us incoJl8iderate to other poople, and 
I think John's feelings for Caroline [Drewe] blind him, and 
m&ke him unjust. I W&8 very much amused by a bon mot 
of Mr. Aldenon's, &propoa to this subjoot, which Harriet 
Gifford told me. Speaking (1 believe & little too roughly) 
on the sort of exciuaive feeling thAt aU Caroline's sistel'll 
have for her, .. I declare," Mid he, "if 1 were to brea.k both 
my legs MrsDrewe's.sisters would only MY' PoorOarolint.''' 

1 Elisabeth and Charlotte are the two elder girl.. Joa, Fnnk. 
:hle.~r. and Emma would b6 thOMl who art! "mort! good tha.n agree. 

, IAf~ GfW! IAIUn of F,./IRUI. BlironN' Bioi"",.., vol. i., p. 294-
VOL. I . It 
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One word more of our clan-my det.r Emma, I would 
not upon any &CCOunt pte88 Jeeaie to return with John 
[Allen). It would be very unfair to Sismondi, 61ld the 
opportunity is not .. re&iIOn strong enough to make him so 
IlIlhappy &8 I think her coming would do. . 

Kitty (1lackintoeb] is very busy .. bout .. number of 
good thingl, and &he ha.8 been in oorreepondence with 
numbers of people. Maokintoah baa bad one or two fits of 
giddineee but they did not la.8t a minute, but it bu very 
much interrupted the hiBtory, which goee on 10 &lowly that 
I am quite in despair about it. He cr.n't do much at a 
time now for fear of his bead; be will do nothing after 
dinner, and be genenJly takes two walb &Dd a. ride in the 
morning, 110 that when he is best able there is not much 
time for it. Hia spirits are oheerful enough, but the 
mortifica.tion1 hu sunk deep, and will not DOW be cured 
by anything that is likely to occur. He is in a very amiable 
humour,61ld 80 mandly to me that I have begun to love 
him. We playa rubber every night, whioh he enjoys very 
much, and. considering he is a geniua, he plays very decently. 
'fhe Darwins go on Monday. 1 like them very much, but I 
shall not be sorry to have our pa.rty leaeened. There is very 
little plea8Ul'e in wh.t the young ones caD .. row. Hen.eleigh 
is gone, and him we all regret. He and :fanny Mack are 
great friends and cronies. 

All this autumn Maar must have been full to overflowing. 
Susan a.nd Catherine Da.rwin came for .. month, a.nd Harry 
appears to have filled up eome spare time in flirting with 
Susan, although his real love waa hie cousin Jeeaie, daughter 
of John Wedpood. 

Emma Wedgwood, now nineteen. waa leading a hal.'PY' 

e:~~~ w~~ee~~~~ro= =y~ 
~tr.y ~y ~~u::et t!a;:t~ inU:tv::r ~!aethb.L.~ C white IOUp and pi.ke1ete for refreabmente. and &he eaid 
it waa .. work of danger to eat slippery buttery pikelete in 
ball coatume. 

l Th6 murti1loatioD 01 Dot bciog aiV6D oillClCl ill Cannin&'. CabilHlt. 
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Sinoe the Genevan visit, Emma, in writing to Jeeaie 

Sis~~ne~~~n:: U::!t~~~r~ro~:~~a~::U 
r.a;our a.ffectionate ohild." Jeeeie adopted the phrase a.nd 
from this time forth generaUy ca1led. Fa.nny and Emma. her 
children. 

Emma Wedgwood to 'Mt' auJ&t MadaJM Simwndi. 

My DLULSST AtJl(T JB88U, 
M..ua. 8"""", [April. 1828J. 

Mamma sent UI down your letter some time ago, 
and we were rejoioed indead. to 800 your dear handwriting. 
We did not hear of your illness till we heard you were 
recovering, but tba.t WN not enough to prevent our feeling 
very UDeMy &bout you ... . 

We hue been making a grea.t many things for tbil 
B&u.a.r, which is for building fever Wa.rdl to the Infirmary, 
and our hea.d.sha.ve been 80 full of it, that jf I don't take care 
I &ban write about nothing else. 

Friday. On Tueeda.y Charlotte, Fanny, and 1 went. to 
Newoutle to arrange ODr table. It looked. very nice 
with lOme pink calioo on tbe wan behind us, pinned. aU 
over with skreens and baga. On Wedooaday morning aunt 
Sarah took t.wo of UI in her carriage, very smart in thoeo 
white ha.ts you are a.oquainted. with. whioh were of great 
uee. All the world W&I there, smart people and common 
people. and. the room was 80 crowded. one oould hardly It it 
about. It wae very amuaing 8elli.ng. and we IOld nearly all 
our thinge the fuat day. Charlotte's dra.wings ca.me to 
gree.t honour. The prooeed.s of the fint day W&8 1700. 
Our table got £69, of which £34 W&8 our own making. And 
now we don't mean to mention the na.me of a bazaar for the 
next three yeatS. I am very glad Edward. [Drewe) is 
going to be married in May, 1 &01 sure it is much the beet 
thing for bim. If I was his mother t &bould be very glad to 
have him off my hands. I am going to finish your ltool for 
Edward to take over. The top is the lame lUI the one you 
have got but the lidee are different, wbich I bope you won't 



212 A Century of FaMily Letters {0IlA1'. xv 

mind. Be 8lll'e you don't say when you get it, "Well it's 
a wonder such a little idiot could make & decent stool." 

I think a great dea.l of the delightful winter we spent 
with you. The part which gives me by far most pJ.ea.eure 
to th.i.nk of is your affection for us, and your and my dear 
uncle's sympathizing with us in all our pleaauree. My 
dearest aunt Jessie I hope you know how tenderly I love 
you, but it is no use telling it to you for you will believe it 
without. Your affootiooate, 

EJOu w. 

Madame SiBmoMt. to her niece EmtM Wedgwood. 
Con, Jia, 216 (1828]. 

I bave received by Edward your pretty &tool, my dear 
little Emm.a. You cannot imagine the p1euure it gives 
me, since I have done nothing but lament my folly in 
having given away the other to a penon who carea nothing 
about me. I confe18 this you have sent me is still prettier 
and admirably worked, and I am at laIt oonaoled for the 
loss of the other, though you oa.n give me no OOllIOlation 
for being a fool. 

One always t&kes libertiee with thOle one lovee. 1 felt 
I loved you enough and you me to need no asauran06a of 
form between 08,' and put by writing to YOll &8 & pleaaant 
task that awaited my leisure. While John and Fa.nny 
{Allen] were with me I gave myaelf & complete holyd&y. 
AJ.as ! it W&8 but for one abort eight daya, but it W&8 more 
than I had expected. and I felt very grateful and .... tisfied 
and enjoyed the week extremely. The good spirite they 
gave me gave me &lao strength. and I walked with them 
80metimeI near a mile. tho' I had hardly mounted the 
at&ircaae without help before they came. Both were pleued 
with their journey. and John spoke in the highelt termI of 
the incomparable companion he found in Fanny. And well 
he might, for .iodependont of the attentioD abe paya him and 
all the care the t.6kee of Ilia hMlt.h and pJeuure, abe never 
giveII hene1f ltDy holyday in her cHarta to entertain him. 
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I should not call it effort. for her convere&tion is ricb, 
6owing. spirited. without the leBflt effort; only I mean if 
he is tired of reading she is always ready to refresh him. 
and often puts down her book when she would rather read. 
or walks with him when she would rather sit still. This 
oonsta.nt exer()iae of her understanding keepa it in great 
foroo. and I have no doubt she will preserve its power later 
than any other person. as well 8r8 accomplish herself in 
being the first oompanion in the world. and by that be the 
best oonaoler in BOrrow. and the best comforter in sickness. 
I bore the parting from them better tba.n I could ba.ve 
hoped. I saw the ca.rriage drive out, with the empty p1a.ee 
I onoo hoped to fill, without flinching. But in this I had 
no merit, I felt I wae not strong enough to travel. and I 
never long for what I cannot do. 

The spring ha.s been beautiful; we have greatly enlarged 
our garden. we havo built a now kitchen. wo have made a. 
poultry oourt. M. Pasteur has given me six fine hens that 
give us fresh egga every day. I have fifteen merry little 
chickens, and I spend a great deal of time among them , 80 

that I have changed my mode of living. I have a. much 
more material existenoo. and perhaps shall find better health 
in it. My long sickn66l!l bas retarded my :8.ower-garden, but 
I mean heneeforwa.rd to direct the kitchen-garden &00, a.nd 
now tha.t I ha.ve a. decent kitchen I shall often be head cook. 
The misfortune is that Sia is no gourmand; he will not thank 
me for my dainties, or know them a8 such, &nd I shall have 
little encouragement. 

Mrs Josiah Wedgtoood to lur sister Madame Bismondi. 

Mi.ER, JW118 ht, 1828. 

. . I do love your Sis with all my heart for his kind­
nesa in pressing you to invite Edward to your house. Poor 
lad, I felt very sorry for him during the squally visit I had 
at Roehampton.1 • Caroline [Drewe) bothered herself 

I Lady GUIord, Edward Drew6'. llilter, lived at Roebampton, 
and Mn Drew6 w .. often there. 
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by aak1ng advioe1 after she had &eted. I do believe as a 
general m.n:im it ia far better not to uk advice on most 
oocuiooa. I am afraid we made her a little angry (oerta.inJy 
we di8&ppointed her) by not being able to aee M. PftIV08t's 
offer, of taking the young Ont'll in, and making them an 
allowance. in a very odious point of Tiew; SolI it aeema to us 
(that is to JOB, Elizabeth, and me) a very natural offer. 
where money wae the obataole. to remove it if poeIible; and 
whatever you may p~ to think. my JeM, ... to her being 
in love. I dare ... , her father thinb her ipmlumem. When 
I put myaeU in their place. I cannot feel that I should tbink 
much of pleaRng the Drewes. 

JOB went to london kHlay about eelling hie bouae in 
York Street.' He haa long been thinking of doing 10. as it 
baa not answered for lOme years, buli the pr0era8tination 
natural to an uncertain step haa hitherto atopt him. I don't 
know whether it ie a prudent thing or oot, for I really am 
in entire ignorance of JOB'S finaooea, nor do I believe he 
imOWB his own income, but he ... ya the prodnce of the 
works W&8 deficient in a very large eum 1aat year. Still he 
Ie BO perfectly at his eye that I am not afra1d. I don' t 
believe we are in any danger, and 1 believe if 1re were to 
be much poorer than we are, it would take very little from 
the happioela of &Dy of WI. My poor Hal ia the one I feel 
moat ansioua about. I begin to de8pair of hie making 
anything like. competence at the bar, and I believe he b&li 
eel. hie heart upon hia oouBin (JNBie Wedgwood], .. many 
others have done before him. in vain. Heneleigb ie I think 
very he&rt whole, but he is IDtIch more likely to wooeed in 
hie prof_oo. He baa two or three years more in store 
and be ia more indllBtri01l8; I believe also he bee more 
Uhm.t. It ie • great thing for ua that with four grown-up 
BOna they are none of them extravagant. What ehould we 
do if they were t Frank ie &n excellent fellow, he 11 right-

I .Aa to her 8GD Ed .... ud·. immediate mant.p wiihOllt ...... ting 
till he came into hiI . tAM. 

• The London Ihow·roodll. 1t"111 on the MIt lide of the 8GlI.thero 

Cotfe ~:.! e"'rn:,!e::i, .. :-~ fw~l:=:'l)Td 
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minded. steady. and just wbat an Englisb merchant (if you 
can call bim BUcb) ought to be, exact to punctilio in all bis 
dealings, active and industrious. My daughtere are alao 
excellent. As I conceal nothing from you, I may oonfe&fl 
that my hopes of sooing them happily settled in life diminWt 
every year, and are now grown very flat. But the116 are 
worldly views, and 1 hope they will al90 every year give 
way to 80metbing better. and if we cannot turn the tide of 
prosperity our own way, 1 hope we may learn to be content 
without it. All tbis is under the rose. They are all too 
greedy after any letters of yOUl'8 to let me easily keep them 
to myself; therefore take DO notioo. You will 1 dareaay 
have heard from Jenny [Mrs John Wedgwood) from Havre. 
1 am very sorry they are gODe abroad. becauae I fear the 
expeD88 for them and they do not know how to do upon a 
little. I am & little vexed and mortified that they hve 
given up all thoughts of settling in Sta.iTordshire. Jenny 
and 1 have lived many years in cIoee neighbourhood without 
the shadow of disagreement or ooolne •• and J &bawd like to 
have tried. once more and finished our lives 110. Many lovee 
from here to you and Sia, and pray give my love to poor 
Ned. Ever yours. dearest of the dear. E. W. 

The John Wedgwoods were a much-wandering family. 
In the Bummer of this year they were at Hon8eur in Nor­
mandy. and by the I\utumn in Geneva, where they remained, 

~~h:e ~!!~~rn:rl~~; ~o:~ f:rlta'l;~~~~tn r::~:~~ 
~ ~~?::a~ ~~~a:=;lv('AJ for a time in a houll6, 

In June 1828 the Drow~PrevOlJt engagement ended by 
the lovers marrying. BeMy. in the many di&cu8lliODB on 
thie subject, waa oha.racteristically oalm aa ooropared with 
the impetuous JC88ie. After their ma.rriage the breeze 
calmed down. 80 far at least as the letters show. and Ad~le :,uE:r:::I. welcomed by her mothe~in-law when they came 

The Maclrintoehee had now made a home at Clapham 
near their friends the Thomtona. Harriet Surteee, who 
visited all her siat.en in her widowhood, was described M 

having recovered het health and beauty. Kitty Mackintosh 
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perwaded her to leave 011 her widow'. cap and curl her hair 
again. Be.y wrote (Deo. 4, 1828): "Mt Henry Thornton 
is her great &dmirer, and says she hae the aweetest expression 
when ahe spea.k.8 and ami1e8 that he ever ea.w, and a gentle­
ness and timidity of manner tbat is very ohanning." 

Mf'8 Joaiala Wedgwood eo hef' 8i,cer MGd4me 8i1moftdi. 

MAn. Oel. 6, 1828. 

We have had John [Allen) with us for a fortnight, and 
he wa.s as cheerful ADd &8 agreeable &I ever I saw him; 
there are three of our family that never grow old, and be is 
one.1 It happened, &8 uloal, that we had the house full 
of oousina, but I contrived to get a little driving and a. little 
riding with John, very much to my ea.tiafaction, and in the 
evening be always eeemed pleased with the girla' mume. 
My own atlIioU8 hea.rt IIOmetimefi pla.yed ita uaual trieka 
in damping my own enjoyment, under my fears of not 
making it agreeable to him, but this is a malady of my own 
which I believe will never leave me. 

JOB makes a. very oomfortable report of the Maokintoshes' 
house a.t Cla.pho.m, and I think it is the beet hit they have 
made at aU. I am particularly pleased that Fanny [Mack· 
intosh) is fallen into friendship with the Tbomtons and 
Ingliees, 801 they are very good people. She writes here 
very often and her letten &J"e pa.rt.icula.rly agreeable. I may 
well be intere8ted aboat her, for 1 think she and Henaleigh 
will never help falling in love with eaoh other, 10 mach as 
theya.re~her. 

Emma is going down with Mias Morgan to pay a visit to 
the Mis& AclandB at Clifton. Her mannen are in her favour, 
~d abe is more popular than any of my girls. Her mannen 
to men are very much to my taste, for they are easy &nd 
undesigning without coquetry. Charlotte is too distant. 
and Fanny a little stiff. Elizabeth i.e very agreeable in my 
eyes, but she wants pel'8OJl&l att:raetion, and abe and Char-

I )[eaafng. I belieTe, bemdel her brother, Jane Wedgwood and 
J_e SlImond!. 
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lotte give way to the two young onea in amusements and 
$Oing out .. 

About this visit of Emma's to Clifton, Catherine Darwin 

Cill::n(!1t ~~e:~~~~: ~b;:: h~~ed:~0;J~:n 
for gaiety and novelty in my opinion." 

In the winter of 1828-9, the Wedgwoods had for the first 
time a regular pair of carriage horses, which was a groa.t 

~~X:~h~ ~~: :: t~::~wro~:U:~~~:~, J~~h:: 
strange tbat living with so muoh oomfort and exercising so 
much hospita.lity this luxury should not have been hera till 
she was 64. years old. 

In March lS29 Besay went up to l.ondon with her husband. 
staying a night at his lodgings in Palace Y&rd, and going 
on the next day to visit Lady Mackintosh at Clapham. 
lfensleigh came to act the part of a daughter to her, and 
do her little errands. His mother wrote: "Door Henaleigh, 
I don't wonder some people like him, ho is 80 8Ociablo 
and so ploMant. He has just been buying mc a. sMh a.nd 
a. watoh-ribbon to save me the going out, which I never 
like to do in London except in my coach." 

After the visit to Clapham, Bessy went to her niece Lady 
Gifford at Roehampton. While there she had a mysterious 
seizure from which it was: feared at first she would not re­
cover. The anxiety about her illness continued for some 
time, and they were thankful &8 soon as she was &ble to 
return home. 

Harry Wedgwood to hi8 ai!tet' Emma. 

My DEAR EMMA, l~h JVfUI [1829] . 

. . . Jos will carry you this, baving taken his dose of dissi­
pation with the rest of the world, I don't think he has 
aoon much, certainly not when oompared with the never­
enough~to-be-sufficiently~f8.tigued D8.rwins a.nd even they 
have not seen the first of all London sights. Greenwich. I 
had the melancholy task of seeing them out of London and 
though Susan had hypocritically dressed herself in black, a 
merrier parting never took place-the young ladi08 were all 
.in roars of laughter &8 they came downstairs and we drove 

~ he 
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oft (or Ielington in a coroMtted Jarvey ; AI 'We came through 
Oxford Street I ...... a chariot with beiter honea (oun were 
miaerable) 80 I tumbled them both out into ihe street with 
their hap &c. in their banda and tran&-6hipped them- the 
Janey ntl18t havethouahtita mAnatuvreto puulepUl'fluen . 
At Ia1ington we drloDk tea in a lj.'Yely apartment looking 
dowu he dilferent roada r.ud there J waebed my hands of 
them.. Edward Holland did not come back from G1oeter­
_hire tiD tbe Dext day, when be w .. p1eaaed to exprees his 
regret at not hanna: returned before their departure in very 
handeome tetmlJ. Neither o( them will ever be m.ist.rMs of 
Dumbleton, nor you nor I either. I am sure that he will 
make an alli&noo in Olostersbire. AI to his two eiaton 1 
have seen more of them lately than ever aDd 1 have made 
up my mind that if Mrs Holland should. object to let me 
have both of them-but this u prem&ture. lAst; Thursday 
I went to the uproar [opera] with a party which would have 
been a very pleuant one but in came Mi .. DeSI and sho 
played the devil with tbe party for a more odioua little 
piece of e1ockwork I never aaw; sbe neither smiled nor 
aneezed nor " aaked if our tea ... to Out liking," and I will 
lay 10 to a little, that when they come to cut her up under 
the new anatomy bill they will find that her hMrt beats 
with a horizontal eecapement. Malibran WM 8uaaanah and 
Sontag tbe Counteae. Hensleigb and one o( the Mr Defile 
came up from the Pit (where Devila are genenJ1y 8Uppoeed 
to come from); this one eeems to me to think Charlot~ 
Holland worth cultivating, which pleuee her ; the wont 
thing .bout him i.s t.hat he _ys ve'y cu'ioul if you know 
what t.hat mea.na, but perhape that may be only his spring 
voice (or Greenwood t.ella me thAt. aU the men who come to 
town in t.ho epring leave their country voice& behind them 
with their velveteen jacketa. Conclueion: J hate all mile IUld 
female cockneye and, as Goldunith aaye, " my heart un­
metropolised fondly ttu'Da to .. my country 00UIina. There 
DMer WM anyone 10 improved as Catherine [Darwin]. 
Even in loob, aa well as internal matters, she .tande very 
high in my mt. I always thought Cuthbert Romilly an au 
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but his lI&ying that young ladies are worth nothing after 18 
IIhoft that he is the grandfather of stupidity himself . . . 
I envy you two things at this season the peonies and the 
aunts. I am afraid they will both be out of season and gone 
when I get home. which I mean to do on the 7th July for a 
bankruptcy mooting. Give my love to all. I have ordered 
skulls,l do you want any brairul1 Your affectionate brother 
H.A.W. 

Madame Sia11W1Uli to her niece Emma Wedgwood. 

CRuz, J"'y &ti, 1829. 

At leat I have time to thank you, dea.rest little Emma, 
for your sweet letter. It gave me great pleasure in many 
ways. First and foreruoet that your affection to me is 80 

vivid that you need the expressing of it now and then. Be 
certain that you excite my gratitude and warm my love to 
you whenever I 800 your handwriting, and read your affoo~ 
tionate expre68ionll. We returned last Sunday evening from 
"sending" the John Wedgwoode, if you know the Crteselly 
expression, 88 far 88 Interlaken. I enjoyed the journey 
while with them exceedingly, in epite of much bad weather. 
The return I W88 more than melancholy, 80 that the rain, 
which poured on us for the greatest part of the way, was 
indifferent to me. After I had got back to Thun, I found I 
might have finished the day with my beloveds without pro· 
longing our stay from home, and without increasing our 
expenses. I was in despair and odiously disagreeable to Sis 
for the greatest part of the way back. My spirits began to 
cheer at Bulle, and from Chateau St Denis to Vevay I was 
again in great enjoyment. But that W&8 Saturday after~ 
noon, a.nd I had been odioue since Wednesday one o'clock, 
when I pa.rted. from the dear ones who had made the last 
8 months 80 happy, and who had cured me of all my ailll. 

On Sunday we returned from Vevay in the 1l0000boat, 
having been abaent ten days and spent sixteen napoleons. 
My good health gives me now Buoh strong IIpirits that little 

1 Probably.oulll for the boatl on MaeI' Pool. 

'IT t~ W,n C Dar. Onl. 
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makee me gay a.nd nothing long sad. Lady Davyl clUDe a 
few hours after our return. I BUffered her to go away to 
her inn without inviting her to return to us. I fancied I 
saw that she was disappointed; it i& painful to disappoint 
people's expectation of you, and I felt uneasy; and yesterday 
when we dined with ber at her inn and saw that sbe was 
melancholy, 801it&ry, nervous, I prest ber to return to us, 
and sbe comes on Saturday to breakfast. If the wea.ther 
permits we are going another little tour with her. 

Mr8 Josiah WtdgtOOOd to her 8wer Emma AUen. 

~ 8~. Sni, 1829 . 

. . . Je.ssie [Wedgwood] is I think prettier than I ever saw 
her, and she really i.e uncommonly pretty. She went with 
us to the Archery on Thursday last, and was very much 
admired; and what is more, she got the first prize, a beautiful 
pair of earrings. I had the three prizos in my poE!8C6Sion at 
setting out, iA right of my office of Lady Patrone88, and I 
I13lTowly escaped bringing them all back ago.in as 1 did 
before, but luckily by a. little juggling between }~a.nny and 
Emma, they contrived to let Mrs Meeke in for the la.st priw. 
Fanny was entitled to the two first prizes, but it being a law 
that they were not to go to the IIWDe person, Fanny made 
her election for the second prize, which gave Jessie the first. 
It is comical enough that even a visitor at Maer should be 80 

sucoossful, as in the ca.se of both Jessie and Mi8B Acland. 
As for Fanny and Emma., they a.re quite dragon.esses, but 
nothing pleaeed me 80 much in their 6UClC688, as the sincerity 
with which they tried to waive their glories in favour of the 

I r..dy Da.y had been a ",ido", a few montilL Her late hWlbaud, 

~~U!?no~a~~o!~:'hO c:':d!:k"'~:me::!~ 'r:nl~9~~ 
when be "'&I only a 10otor'B boy at Pensanoe, and be afterwardt 

::r:~t i:'o~a:~~~e a"'~ ~lo~d~VZ ~-:-., a ,01.,;: 
W&I a brunette of brunettell, and Sydne~mith. one of her ~, 
h::sh: :!~e:3e ':. ~ o~::~':s ~ wro~&I;i'~ !:'~~L ~ 
and ",ith Sir Humphry." She died in 1811t1. 
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other competitors; and nothing pleased my little Emma 80 

much as losing the second prize which was 80 near being 
judged in her favour. Perha.ps they carried their scmplee 
further th&n necessa.ry. but there was a delica.oy in the feeling 
that I could not but fool pJ.ea.sed with. Miss Acl&nd is gone, 
very much to my sa.tisfaction, but don't tell Harry I sa.i.d 80. 

Flirting girls are dreadful bad compa.n.y, and make every­
body that oomes within their influence very bad oompany 
also. Jenny received 80 letter from Jessie last week, 
in which she describes her sufferings at not having heard 
from any of us in almost frantic terms; a.nd it has put 
me on the stool of repentance for my part of the neglect. 
Her feelings turned upon not hearing from Harriet for 
twenty days after the 1st of August, when she said she 
was positively to begin her journey. Jessie was oon­
vinced that she waa either dead, or too ill to begin her 
journey. I a.m really very sorry that our Jessie is 80 

much the victim of her feelings, and these foolings are 
unreasonable, for if either of these two m.i.sfortunes had 
happened she must have heard. She said that when 'the 
first letter (after 7 weeks) came from Jenny, she tore it 
all to pieces in her nervous efforts to open it; and for 
some time she could not read it for tears. I take blame to 
myself for having been 80 long in writing, but then I had no 
oonception but that she was bearing within the usual intervals 
from some one or other of us. She now proposes that we 
should aU write at stated times, and she haa aJlotted me the 
15th, or from that to the 20th of each month, and I intend 
to follow that suggestion and begin from this present 
month .. 

Madame Si&mondi to Elizabeth Wtdgwood. 

CHtNl!l, Octokr 16 (1829]. 

You have probably seen in the newspapers what a loss 
Geneva and we have had in the death of Dumont. 1 'rho 
10811 is irreparable and we are in despair. The body was 

1 See note, p. 169. 

f.h 1< 
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embalmed and brought here and buried on Tuesday, the 
whole town following a.s mourners. I never knew a. mirid 
80 rich, a. conversation so inexhaustible, a person 80 full of 
anecdote, of which he never repeated, not indeed enough 
to plea.se my taste. I like a. twioe-told We very much. 
The ranks of those I love thin moat rapidly here. and there 
are none ri&ing to fill their placee: We &re in grea.t anxiety 
for MIne de Stael'sl little one; it is dangerously ill. I saw 
her a short time before she set out for Broglie. hanging 80 

fondly over it. saying it was more than life to her. laying 
belote us a.1l her pla.n8 for his educ&tion and ha.ppiness. She 
a.ppe&red to me 80 amiable, 80 sensible. I envied her for 
Caroline [Drewe] since she had come 80 nea.r ber for her 
da.ughter-in-Iaw. The child had fallen downstairs and 
though he was not hurt at ali, she had been long unwell 
from terror. I feel so interested for her I cannot help 
mingling her in my prayers for thORe I love, in this cruel 
trial. Harriet (Surtees] received a letter from Fanny Mac­
kintosh from Broglie. I admire Fa.nny M. '8 letiers very 
much, they are simple, very sensible, very affectionate, and 
agreeable from a constant appearance of good and right 
fooling in them. She and her father were a.lso without 
letters from Kitty,' 80 tha.t I cannot guess what is become 
of her. I think she must be on the road .. 

I think Harriet much improved in looks since she has 
been here. her oldness begins to wear off a little. It might 
perhaps have boon a good deal owing to the journey. for 
nothing gives 80 worn a. look as travelling. During' my ill 
health. it W808 often a pleas\lre to me to fool myself the 
weakest part of the chain. I ha.ve lost that pleasure now, 
but in revenge I have such a. fooling of well-being, of gaiety. 
youth. hea.lth, &c. I cannot regret it: I can regret nothing. 
I have not ha.d such feelings Bince long before I left Cree&e1ly 
for the first time. Harriet is 80 a.88OCiated with the merri-

I The daughter-in.law of the famou. MlIJe de 8~t. Edward 

~1'6",el~ ~I:ttr:'~inb~e~:r';a(l~~i.emet before her m8of· 

.:r:!r::e~it~!'di~Uoh out of ~th ud " .. coming to 
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ment. folly. nonsense of my childhood. that abe baa brought 
it .u back to me; a.nd a. wise penon would BOmetimee think 
us drunk. if they hea.rd all the nonsense and laughter we 
give way to. Siamondi looks astonisbed, confounded. tho' 
pleaeed. and asks the me&ning of things to which there is 
none. That p&86e6 his oomprehOO8ion. but he la.ugha never· 
thelesa from our merriment. Dearoet little Sad, she is not 
a bit afraid of him. and I trust will rooover her nerves 
entirely in .uch perfect repose ae she will find here from all 
tha.t ca.n agitate her. She haa no dislike at all to our M>iriu. 
abe makes tea for me IOmetimee. a.nd loob tranquil and at 
het ease at them. We begin now to be solitary. and I 
expect no company for the next throe months. It i.e a time 
of year I enjoy exceedingly •... 

In November Hany Wedgwood's long oourtMlip of his 
cousin. Jeeaie Wedgwood. was crowned with 8UOO6ll8. 

M" JOIioh Wedgwood to ht, ,i,u, Emma .A.Uen. 

2& N011. 1829. 

. . . Harry will now ba.ve a. stronger motive than ever 
he had. before to apply. a.nd I am lure he will be content 
with a little if he can make her happy. which I hope to God. 
he will do .... 

My little Emma is gone up with Harry to pay :Fa.nny 
Ma.ckintoeh a. visit. and I bve onJy just beard of ber arriva.l 
at Clapham. and seeing the dining·room all lighted. up &8 

abe drove into the oonrt, a.nd the fiistoria.n himself in full 
discoU1'8e (as abe sa.w through the window) with a pa.rty 
of gentlemen. Emma. however. deei.red. to be ahown up 
to Mrs Rich's room [Fanny'. atep"silter], where abe had. 
a. 'lory comfortable cup of tea and di&b of chat with her. 
F&nny came up to a.sk Emma whether she would come 
down and see Mr Wilber(oroo a.nd Mr Whiahaw and Mr R. 
Grant, all whioh abe declined. a.nd I daro uy Mackintoeb 
thought her a great fool (or doing 10. 
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Mrs Joaiah Wulgwood to It", sister Madam" 8im~01Idi , 

M4EK, Feb. 16, 1830 . 

. , . J06 is gone to London but he did not lea.ve 8. very 
flouriBhing house behind, most of the family being more 01' 

lees teased witb colds. Charlotte's is the worst, having 
been oonfined 8. fortnight, and she is now sitting up on the 
sopha in her Night-Cap and Bed-gown, looking the goodest 
person you ever saw, and reading Lootrs' Vowr- for the 
improvement of her mind. 

Harry very often comes over to see us, a.nd seems very 
content in making his preparations there! at a snail's pace. 
I wish he may succeed in making it oomfortable for Jessie, 
but one of his last performances has been buying a new 
hearth-rug for the dining-room, black and white, and by 
his own a.coount it looks like a pall-I think· I mll8t take 
it off his hands. I am reading Madame de Maintenon's 
letters, and though I have neither respect nor adru.ira.tion 
for her charaoter, I find 80 many sentiments and feelings 
that I have myself experienced, that I find a. good deal of 
enjoyment in running through them. 

I have the greatest love and admiration of Eliza's cbat'­
acter, yet I own it has not been raised by the m&nner in 
wbich she haa seemed to feel her sister's marriage. becaU86 

it 800ms to me so UIll'ea8Onable. If two sisters live to­
gether one must marry first, or both must rema.in single for 
the other's sake, which would be a prepoeterouB BUppo­
sition .. 

The following letter is undated but may be put at about 
1830. In that year Catherine Darwin was 20 and Susan 
27 years old. The OwelUl of Woodhouse, aa haa been said. 
were intimate friends of the Darwina. 

I TU .r...o-', v_, ill the play acted in M_fWd P(M'k. "Do 
not IoCt anything improper, my dear, Sir TholllM would not like it. 
Fanny, ring the bell; I mtat have my dinner," Mid Lady Bertram, 
when it W8oI!I under diaoW!8ion. 

I At Etruria Hall, where they were to live, abutting up what 
rooma they did not nood. They married in Ootober, 1830. 
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CatluriM Darwin to h~r COu.tin Emma Wedgwood. 

My DEAR Elou., 81lltltWSBURY. 8atvTday. 

Susan and I a-re just returned from our rackety 
week, and my head is in & most rackety state. As my fra.nk 
is for to-morrow,l it will be very pleaaant to send you a­
true and sober account of it all. Tueeda.y, 1 took Suea.n to 
WoodhoUf18 and then went on to Tedesmere,s where I found 
but a 8Dlal.I party, as they ha.d had various d.ie&ppoint­
menta. I was so oomlortably at my ease from being the 
only young lady, and it was so little formal, that I rather 
enjoyed. it. I had a most delightful ball and danced every 
dance as long as I was there. I found the Woodhouse 
immense party great comforts, and not at all formidable. 
Certainly an Oswestry ball is fa.r better than the ShIews­
bury OD68. It is a little room and nobody is formal, no 
grandees, and always plenty of gentlemen. that first of 
all oonsideratiolUl. The next morning I was delighted to 
change the Baron's abode for Woodhouse. The Owens 
sent their pony carriage over for me. There was an 
immense party there. We had all kinds of ga.me& and 
dancing till 12, when Mr Owen instantly dissolved the 
party. They were all rather tired after the ball, and 
I did not myself think. it half so delightful as it de­
scribes, and I suspect nothing ever is 80 plea.sant in 
reality as it is in description. It is hardly possible for 
common mortala in my opinion to wind up their spiritil 
to tbe Woodhouse pitch; more than half the gentlemen 
indeed were a little too much stimulated. I enjoyed a 
great deal of it however very much, and there was a great 
deal of laughing and fun. There waa the most immense 
party at dinner on Friday. There were a number of 
people invited to dinner, under the belief that the former 
party in the house would be gone by that time, but when 

1 A member of Parliament tranlring a letter was bound to write 

r~ ~~ ~d(~r ';h!~J~t!,n:IJ~ namo of tho roddreNoo. and tho 
s The Bulkele7 Owen&. 
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Friday morning came the OweruJ preeaed. the LeightoD8 
a.nd U8 110 much to st61 that we did till to-day. It "' .... 
grand puu.le how in the world to dine 29; it wu at l&8t 
eettled to have two eide-tablel, each of 6; 2 gentlemen, 
.. Preeident a.nd Vice-Preeident. and "1adiee. We drew 
lot. for our places, and each had a ticket; the rival aide­
tablee betted who could make mOlt noile. Of C01lJ1l8 each 
paxty ltand up for tbemaeJvea; we oertainly had famOUI fun 
thia evening. There were quantities of waJ.tzing, dancing, 
g&mel, !lc. till about I, when the, Leightone drove home to 
8hreWlbury. The whole party I mould. think must be 
pretty well f&gged to-day, .. thie baa gone on for nearly a 
week. Fanny Owen Wloa the belle. I do not wonder,for I 
never ea .. luch a. charming girl altogether &8 abe ie. 8U8&n 
wae in her glory and in violent spirits. She would calJ thie 
.. mOlt unfair account of thingl if abe wae to see it, and 
would ecnd you a far more flaming deaoription. I abould 
think that I enjoyed it about half &8 much &8 she did. At 
last my journal is come to a.n end. I have just he&ro from 
Charles to say thar.t he comes home on Monday, a.nd I am 
so glad to find that he likes the Foxee as much &8 I did, .. 
be saye, .. thar.t they are all perfect." I r.m &fraid you will 
he&r as much about them from him, .. you did from me. 
Good-bye, dear Emma, my belt love to my dear old Fan. 

Ever yours, E. C. DABWDf. 

I have just been talking to SUAn over our gay doings 
and ahe haa jUlt Aid" what a delightful viait I have bad. 
I never enjoyed anything like it-ao gay-we never talked 
a word of common I6ll86 &ll day." Guaranteed. by me. 
Susan gives leave for thi& aoeodote. 

My father told ma.ny stone. of all that went on at Wood-

!~~tl:bee:68~d;, ~~aco~ ~yt~.~:d:: ~~ 
me once how charming &he looked when she insiated on firing 
oft one of their gUIUJ, and eb.owed no aign of pain though the 
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kiok made her shoulder black and blue. I was then only a 

=~dth~u;!;a;tt!etillw:~eh:e8~ ~x~=;::ldfa~!~: 
He Wa.& a great favourite with Mr Owen, a peppery and 
despotio squire of the old achool.l The household was large 
and not always very orderly. Mr Owen used to hear, 

: ihe~:=~ea:' J:P~~~f ;tr'~t ~teaa~~h!i 
orockery at the top of tbe sta.irs. Hearing a noise late a.t 
night, he went out to catch the offender and be ready for 
the crash, but forgetting exactly where biB tra.p was la.id. 
himself Bent All the crookery flying down the 8ta.irs, caU8· 
ing Ml'8 Owen to l&ugh 80 much that he went into a 
furious pa.saion. Another of my father'8 8tories W&8 of how 
.Mr Owen heard a. noise of some sort in the middle of the 
night, And got up and looked out of his window. There he 

&w :e w:::n ~~t~g ~ll ~~: ~~~~~o~h:ag:~:i 
~a:~ ~dth~d a':~f~ &n:eC:~~~::::~ :,00: 
a.nd oft set young Mr Owen after her. ]3ut &8 he got near, 
be perceived it W&8 one of the under-serve.nt6, and telling 
her to run for her life. he pronUBed he would not catch her. 
knowing that she would be dismiseed on the 8pot if he 
brought her back. Great, as may be imagined, W&8 M..r 
Owen'8 wrath and soarn when his 80n came back alone, 
much blown, and Baying he hadn't been able to ca.tch the 
girl. Her story was that sbe bad come home too late and 
W&8 Bitting outside till the morning. Tbe truth was never 
revealed to Mr Owen. 

ourTh:A,~o~~;~r f:s::::a t!ere~~I::!ihl:l tr 
Darwin was earning at t.hiB time a large income. 

Catherim Dorwin to her oouain Fanny Wedgwood. 

SaUW8Bu.r. T.kT'dQ,y E""",, [DMI .• 1830) • 

. . . There is a 8pell in this house against my being ever 
really and delioioualy quiet. I ca.nnot help being aJl day 
long in a fidget and a bU8tle and making myself a great 
many little things to think of. I am eure you will feel the 

1 I " .. told that he onoe thruhed OM of hil gro"n.up ItIOIll 10 
Ievere1l that hillOn " .. in bed for a fortnigb.t. 
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fuU delight for me of ",hat P"pa h .. very good·naturedly 
given me leave to ba.ve; .. fire for the morning in hie Bedroom 
u~, which I have made very mug. I have only had 
my Boudoir one morning, and then did enjoy it supremely. 
I found the Di.ning Room qui~ unbearable, 110 deaolat&­
and thie scheme is not quite eo extrav&lant aa it eounc:iA, 
&8 I hope there -will not be a tire in the Dining Room, when 
we are quite alone, till dinner time. I feel myseU bound to 
make all apologies for such .. piece of indulgence .. 
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CHAPrER XVI 

1880-1831 

Lady Maokintoah', death-Sir J6mel Maolrintoflh a member of the 

~~~~=~be~:~le~nd':~r~ ~~~ ~~h! 
f:!'!:h {t~!o!doo~:tea~e:: ~~=:u~~ Ed~rijfn,!,~ 
Adele Drewe--F6Al' of cbolera-lln PatWl'8On and Oounteu 
Guiocioli. 

LADY ~lA.CJnNTosH had left home in the autumn of J 829, 
and a.fter staying in Pa.ris for a time, went to Cbene to be 
with her sister Jessie. She died there on the 6th May, 1830, 
from what appeared to have been a paralytio seizure. 

Madame Binn0n4i to her Bisler MrlJ Joriak Wtdgwood. 

[CHixlll. May 25t1&. 1830. 

[After speaking of Lady Mackintosh's illness.] 

She was, too, flO little demonstrative herself that one 
could never shew her tho little care88ing tenderne&ge8 that 
others are continually exciting and which she BOOmed to 
disdain, tho' I have reason to think she did not in reality, 
but would have been cheered' and comforted in accepting. 
One evening that we bad been sitting up together very 
late. . Harriet (Surtees] affected to lea.ve her by heraelf 
at that hour, threw her arms round her neok and kiMed 
her as she wished her good night. She never answered, 
never returned it, never looked at her. Yet the next 
morning she told me she had felt it tenderly. Her faults 
of temperament were redeemed by many grea.t a.nd noble 
virtues. and I cannot but think her death, thus Budd6ll and 
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without suffering, is a most merciful dispensation. She 
could neitber make h6!1lelf Dor othel'1l ha.ppy, and I dreaded 
the future (which must neoo88&rily have darkened more 
and more aD her as she advanced.) so muoh, that it 800ma 
to me as if a. great evil was withdrawn from me, in ita being 
denied to her. If she could have got Fanny [her daughter] 
out to her I think she had some vague notion of never re­
turning. The suspicion of this, tha.t the pains in her limbs 
were exaggerated for thiB purpose, made me slow to peT-­
ceive her rea.l ails a.nd ha.rdened my feelings towa.rds her. 
The event bas shown bow unjust I was in my suspicions, 
and I now believe she made vf!JtY light of the fore-running 
symptoms of her terrible disorder. Here. dearest Bessy, 
is my remorse, and that is really my IIOrroW for her, and not 
that she has esca.pOO. from & life her ma-ny virtues and her 
great means of happiness failed of making ba.ppy to ber. 
The disorder had been stealing on all the winter and was 
clearly no one stroke .. 

Mr8 J08i.ah Wedgwood to her mter Madame Simwndi. 

Y .... It.17J_.J830 . 

. . . I feel exactly as you do. I go back to think over 
what I could have done to have made her ha.ppier. and 1 
80m sa.d when I think that sbe W&8 less cordia.l to me the last 
year, and that I might have done more for ber. But for 
you, my beloved, it is the hardest thing in the world that 
you should suffer from these feelings. If any suspicion 
crossed. your thoughts that there W88 more perverseness 
tha.n malady in our poor sister', sta.te, it must ha.ve been 
involuntary, and if you never gave it vent to herself, it 
cannot be a matter of reproach to you. I am witness that 
&8 far &8 one could judge from her letters she was perfectly 
aati&fied with everything at your bouse, and I grieve now 
at h&ving burnt her l.ast letter, because it was written in 
BO cheerful a mood that I should now derive comfort in 
reading it, perfeotly collected a.nd expressing but one regret 
tbat Fanny had not joined her .. 
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In N0'gember, 1830, Sir James Mackintosh. after being 

:att:n~~t;::'=J~~;~~~~~i~~:d: 
~~ff:1:d:~~':nO~ ::n~:~~~ n~h= o~:~SW::~d 
:;:L:;: G:.~:al= 'w~~:b~~=~&~~ ~~bI~::o::~ it.·.. And Jessie Siamondi wrote (5 Feb., 1831): "I felt 
bitterly the pta.oe his friends bad found for him, and shed 
tears, not of a 80ft nature for bim, but of rage agai.nat. his 
.oHlilQ,u mends. Ria baa been a. life IIOwn thick with 
mortifications, notwithstanding that he waa gifted high 
enough to have bid defiance at least to that feeling." 

Mr. Johah Wedgwood to Au siam Madame Sianwttdi. 

To BILL. {The John Wedgwoodl!' bOIlle 
near Abergavenn:r.] Now. tt, 1850. 

I am coming now into order, my dearelt Jessie, and thiJ 
is very near myoId days for writing, but I ha.ve left your 
last letter in my deek at bome, 80 tba.t if any part of it 
requires an answer, it must sta.nd over to next montb. 
Meantime I sball begin Wling. We are all agog about 
the late e:rlrao1'd.inary change of Ministry ,I it was .w:h a 
lurprize that I don't think anyone on either side expected 
it the least. nor I suppose would it have happened if bis 
Highnese's troops bad been sufficiently upon guard, as in 
tbat ca.ae they would not ba.ve been in a. minority. I sha.ll 
run the risk of tiring you by repetition in na.ming the new 
Ministry a8 tbey now are, but nobody can guess how long 
it. m.y st&nd. Fanny (Allen] had • letter from Ma.ckint08b 
last night, &nd I will copy what he saY" for your infOnDa­
tion, he ia now in little lodgings in Madox Street: 

I The home government 01 the Eut [ndla Company oonlilted 01 
the Court of ~prieto", the Com of Direatol"l, and the Board 01 

~~ The Prsident of ~he Board ~~r:;;:ti=~':d~~t!t 
oolleapellor MBilta.noe. . . 

It,· Nov., an the lonnation ~~ ~e:ru;'~~:7~niG~: 
which u.ltimately carried the great Reform Aet. Lord Grey becr.me 
Prime Minilter 17 Nov. 
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.. Never was there an event 80 singular &8 the overthrow 
of the Duke by tbefirBtresolution' ofa H. me. choeen under 
his reign. It is proba.ble that if he and his a.coomplicee 
had done their worst, they might ha.ve delayed it. But 
from deepa.iring of more than a. fortnight's painful struggle 
it is likely that they were wearied into aubm.i88ion. Some 
of the minority were 80 stupid as not to be aware of the 
consequence of their votes to their friends in power. 
Brougham has in the l&8t 18 days shown his strength and 
his lu.nacy. He had a dreadful Beene with Lord Grey the 
exact object of whioh I could not make out. But after 
an alteroation 80 violent, and such language of disregard 
towa.ros the new ministers in the H. of e. by B., it was 
thought impossible tha.t he should now join them. At ten 
o'olook last night I received a note from Lady Holland 
closing with these words, marked as 1 shall mark them. 
Brougham is Cha.ncellor ! !! Brougham's poaeeuion of the 
Great Sea.! haa, I am told by Dr Holland, produced the 
most intense ala.nn among lawyers and paJ'lODB. With him 
he brings rashness and odium, but without him in either 
house there could not ha.ve been 8. fortnight's a.dministra­
tion. Lord Melbourne, 8. lazy and singular man, will be a 
bad secretary in the Home department. .. Every living 
80ul thi.nks that Lyndhurst would bave been a aoandal." 

So far Mackintosh's letter, which I have copied thinking 
it would at once let you into the sta.te of things, and 80S I 
suppose it is confidential you may perhaps avoid quoting 
M.'s na.me to any Englieh or foreigners who would repeat 
him over &gain. I must add tha.t M. hi.m8elf haa the ap­
pointment of a seat in the Bo&rd of Control under Chari" 
Gra.nt, who is President. This last is not quite as we 
could ha.ve wished. for him, but it i.& £1,300 per an., a.nd it 
would be lIeJlS61eea to grumble at getting the £10,000 prize 
in the Lottery because we do not get the £20,000; and be 
will have &olid comfort, and leisure in his preeent appoint-

6a~~e ~~:: Rr~~e:'i :=:; o:n t~~ <J:~ .. L:;. ::~~;r: 
of 29. The new Pariiameat had hoen eleet.ed OD the death 01 
Geol'ge IV. whilst Wellingtou "lUI Prime Minilter. 
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meot. They now talk of taking a furniahed houee for .. yO&r. 
and 1 hope they will not launch out too much at tint, ... 
considcring the" ala.crity in sinking" that the Whigs poa­
&eA. another turn of the wheel ma.y again put them at 
the bottom. 

My coming here was a .tart of my own. Caroline [Drewo] 
ia in good spirita for her. She has been much gratified by 
Edwa.rd's affectionate and rea.Uy proper behaviour on many 
oooaaion., and I am lure it will be a very great increue to 
her happiness to have him and hiB children and Adele at 
Gn.nge. Edward il quite adored (Car, 8&ya) in the neigh­
bourhood by an his poor tena.ntA and neigbboU1"8, from his 
gracious manners, ahaking hands with them a.fter Church, 
.tc. ln 8hort he BOOIllI to have done an he bad to do in the 
beet poesible wa.y .... 

He had recently inherited the Grange eetste. A prop08 
to lOme trouble he ~ot into from following bis brotber--in­
law Baron AldeI'fJOO s advioe, Bessy wrote (27 Doo,. 1830): 
"I have more than once obeerved that advice does mi&-

:~fih~!f~~tt;~= ~;:o~~ ~~~ 
of Bell-reproach." 

Ff:n: 8~::sf~ ~fu~~r::~YI:~~agf!:: ~=:e~ 
WM written durin~ viait to the M.a.ckintOflhes, IUn Rich, 

::~~~ ~~:l:fm. ~rbl~:':d~:t~!f~~Sh::'~~~ 
:Mrs rueh'. hAir went IWDwy white, it waa sa.id, the night. 
after bis death. 

Elizabeth Wtdgwood to her au'" Madame 8iBmondi, 

14, G:u:..'r COII'''IlL.UI'D STUK'r, 
My DUll JUSDl, JitmeA 27. 1831. 

1 have heen bere enjoying myaelf very mnch theee 
laat five weeks. It baa been a. mOlt interesting time to be 
a.t head quartertl, and very pleuant qu.n.en they are, 
Sir James, in spite of being up aJmost overy night till noar 
4 o'clock, looks quite 0. diiTerent man from what be was 
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laat year. and. says hilPaelf that he hu DOt felt 80 well for 
aixyean. 

The two night. of the atruggle on the aeoond reading 
of the Reform. Bill, Fanny [Mackintoeh1 went down to 
Mn Robert Grant's, which ill in George Street. juat by the 
Houe of CommoM. to be .1. hand to hear the MJUlt, and 
to receive bn&tine from the Thornton8 in the ventila.tor. 
It W&I amusing to see bow interested even lira R. G.'8 

eer'Vt.IlUJ were-the houaemaid coming in .. if ~ ple&lle 
ma'am John has just been oYer, and Lord MAhon was 
speaking ggoin.d." I eat up for them at home .. long lUI 

I could, but oould not last till 4 in the morning; hut even 
at that boW' there .AI .. crowd .bout the BOUB8 of Com­
mona who cheered the reform memben &B they came out. 
I have never lIMn near 80 much of )(rs Rioh before and I 
like ber very much. She muet onoe, I am nne, have been 
.. very lively penon, and now ia one of the moet. agreeable 
people in .. Utt--tl-Ute I ever AW. She ill quite oheerlul 
and t.a1b more before ber father than abe used to do. She 
baa her own line of acquainta.n06 among whom abe w very 
much engaged. She h68 taken me four Fridays to ber.r Mr 
SooW (whom abe delight. in) preach in MiN Farrer'~ 
drawing room. I now despair of much liking him, whieh 
I should like to be able to do all much &I abe doee; but he 
teem. to me to try too much to put thingl in an unoommon 
point of viflw, and to ge~ into regioM that we can know 
nothing about. He praY', and read. a chapter and then 
apeake his di&0011l'll6, which ill oertainly a very striking piece 
of oratory. Another little lOCiety of five or six ladies that 
Mrs Rich belongs to meet onae a week to read the Bible 

I Alexander John Scott (1806-18&8) bad been a miniater 01 

:: !:~~~t:in ~~~ ~S::~:b~~d~WO!i::f: 
but reau.ined there _me;re.n pruchi.lII to al.ittle~tion of 
hU 0_ diIoiplM. r..ter be beoame the Ant Princi of 0_ 
~ner, If .. Ohest6'. Be w ... Dl&D of puot men power, C' 
=m-:n~ ~t~~~~t:-~:,r-o~:!"B-:':'~eriet 
Ifaurkle, a.Grp JoJl.C'ldaiWd, I'UlD1 Kemble. &ad other&. 

• Aunt of the tnt Lord I'arrer. 
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and pray together; in short I think it is growing into a­
very religious world. The only thing I think is a- pity is 
the number of people who believe in the Scotch miracles 
(Edward Irving), and the number of people who perform 
them. There are at iea.st half 8. dozen other people, some 
maid servants and BOme ladies, who speak with tongues, 
besides the Port Glasgow people, and when Mrs Rich gives 
one the a.coounta with the solemnity of perfect belief in 
them herself, one is almost infected by it oneself. 

Fanny had a grand dinner yesterday, Bishop Copleston,' 
Sir T. Denman (whom I admire very much-he ha.s all the 
dignity of virtue in his look and manner), Jeffrey, Lord 
Nugent and Sheil, and for l&dies Lady Gifford and Miss 
Thornkln. There was a party in the evening too which 
was made memorable by bringing Wordsworth and Jeffrey 
together. When Sir James proposed to Mr Wordsworth to 
introduce them to one another he did not agree to it: "We 
are fire and water," he said, "and if we meet we shall only 
hiss-besides he has boon doing his utmost kl destroy me." 
" But he has not succeeded,'" Sir James said, " a.nd he really 

l The grand dinner Wall All followa: Bishop Coplellton (of Llandaft). 
1778-1849, was a strong Tory, lamollS for b.i8 bodily Jtrength and 
B!~!;Yiull Ho~ wrote a paf?d numbenJ of the Edin. 

18M), Attorne 
"gifted with a 
exquiaite voioe, 
Francia Jeftn,y 
Lord Advocate in Lord Grey's mini3try. Lord Nugent 078S-

is;.~b YO~ll~~ :t:~~!~t!di::v!~u:~in~=, ~'!i!: 
Rillhard~OT Sheil (I791-18Gl), dramatist and Irish politician. 
The ladies were also distinguished. Lady GiJloro., the eideet of 
the hand80me Mias DNlw611., and Marianne Thornton, a woman of 
remarkable oharBllt6l', one of the well_known ThoTntona of Clapham, 
handeome, dignified, witty, alld an admirable talker. 

I Wor&worth would of oourae think of Jeffrey as the Ulall who 
had done a.ll that e.ritical authority oould do to bring to naught 

~:m~~ O~y~~!fe.., T~' m:& ":e~d d~hr~ !~r:;'~llho(ae=~~ 
~e:: o~hr: ~:~he::d~~T!a~k:-!:!~~ ~~e ~~~ 
little volumes of 1807 wheroin the world had road for the tl.T8t time 
the Odf! w Duty, the Song of 1M FfCU' of Brougham. Oank, a.nd the 
Ode on Z,.,imatiom of ZmmonoZity. 
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is one of your gteeteet admiren," aDd upon tb .. he took 
Mr Wordsworth by the ahouldel"ll and turned him round to 
Jeffreya.od left them together. They immediately began 
t&1k.i.ng. and Sir Jamea came very proud to tell ua wbt be 
had done. and to fetch tI8 to lee them; and Mr Wordsworth 
looked very happy &Dd complacent. Mr Loekh&rt taid it 
waa the beet thing he ever aaw done. The t.wo enemiee 
liked one another'a company BO much, that when the rest 
of the party broke up at put 11. they remained talking 
together with Sir Jamea. diecuMing poet.. onto .... a.nd 
nove1.iat8, till one o'clock. with Mr Sheil Jiatening with aU 
hia eara. and Mr Empeoo' and Fanny and Uncle Baugh &8 

audience. I, alu! wu obliged to carry my heed to bed. 
Sir James enjoyed his two houn' talk very much. 

My father is attending the Caul meeti.nge. in New paJaoe 
Y&rd. He haa got. hia little mare with him. which maw 
bim take it very p&tiently and prevent& Ilia falling lick. 
He ia going down to Maer and his Water-works the end of 
tbis week, but 1 mean to let him go without me. Now I 
am in tbia buatle I like to stay and eee a little Ploro of it. 
But the thing I am mO&t a.onoua to hear is the debate on 
Tueadayon Slavery. Macaulay', tpeeeh on the reform bill 
a!moat made me ury with admiration, and 1 expect hia 
8peecb on 10 much more interelting a aubject to be the 
finelt thing that ever wu beard. It is m08t unfortunate 
for this queation that it. MOuld come on now. Who h.a8 
leisure to liBt.en to tbe IUD smaD voice of justice in the 
midat of such & turmoil 1 And what ought this n&tion to 
expect at the band of God but ea.1amitiea and di.i!gracea &8 

long .. wo will not hear it. and aufter thoee dally murdetJJ 
to go on 1 Fanny baa juat been reading a little of one of 
Jeffrey" revieWl of Wordsworth, and W. really mewed no 
amall degree of placability in hill good feDowthip with him 
Iut nlgbt .. . . 
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In the spring of 1831 Josi&b Wedgwood stood for New­
ca.stle-under-Lyme. 

Mr$ JfMw,h Wedgwood to her $uler Emma Allen. (At Mrs 
Holland's, New Norfol!.: St., Parle Lane.) 

M.u:a, Jlay 11. 1831. 

. . . I tha.nk you very muoh, my dear SiaUll'S, for the 
warmth with whioh you ha.ve taken up our cause. I am 
not 1e88 w&rm on your$ and if you (John Allen] b&d come 
in at Pembroke, 1 should ha.ve been consoled for being 
thrown out at Newcastle. As it is, I think Jos is very little 
disappointed; it is not a plea.sa.nt situation to be ba.ffied, 
but it was so muoh on publio grounds that he stood, that 
his personal feeling is not much, and I believe what he 
has belongs to the gentlemen who have brought him in. 
However the electiOD was carried on with DO unneceMa.ry 
expeIl86, &8 it seemed by mutual undel'Sta.nding, as there 
was no treating, and the out-voters were not brought in; 
80 that I hope there bas not been much money thrown 
away. I fully expeot that we shall be members for 
Stoke upon Trent,l i.e. the Potterlell, and if we are it will be 
a much pleaeanter eeat. JOB had not before this quite made 
up hie mind to a.ocept it if it should be offered him, but 
.... hat has lately pa..ssed bas settled that part of the qUestiOD; 
and. if I live so long, I shall like to be obliged to spend 
80rne part of every yea.r in London. But I h&ve great 
misgivings that I may not. and though it does not in any 
degree lower my spirits, it gives me a degree of uncert&inty 
&8 to worldly matters that fia.ttem hope. If it would please 
God to give me brighter hopes instead, I should be happy, 
and that I hope will come nearer and nearer as I approach 
the confines. One of my dea.rest earthly hopes is now to 
see Jeeaie [Sismondi] and my castle is to meet her at p&ru, 
or to return with her if she oomes to England which 1 hope 

1 The expeotatiOIl WM that i.n the Reform Bill the Potteriflll wou1d 
begi.-e.n. a &eat and that Joeiab Wedgwood ",,"ou1d k the flnItme.mber 
elected. 
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she will do. I feel a little fiat this week after the ex-
citement of the ia.st, but ra ira. }~&rOweU, my deat Emma, 
with warmest love to you all. 

Mn J08lah Wtdgwood to her daw;hJ.era Fanny 
and EtnmD. 

My DEAR GIRLS, Malt, Ji&y ZetA, 1831. 

. I feel very grateful to Mrs Holland for the pleasant 
visit you bve had with her, and to her good-natured 
daughters for promoting your ple&8ur6 so much 8.8 they 
have done. We have now pretty well done with our New­
caatIe bUlltles, 8.8 they were yesterday finished by a dinner 
given to your fa.ther by the Ma.yor a.nd Burgesees, from 
wruch they did not come home till near 12 o'clook. There 
dined about 00, a.nd they were drinking toaIIta and cheering 
all the evening. Harry and Frank. dined there, and had 
their healthll drunk and returned thanks in neat speeches, 
&c. Frank had one compliment paid him, for his can­
vassing acoomplishments, which I did not expect, viz. that 
he was 80 good a canv6llscr that the gentleman who spoke 
believed tb&t if it had been for himself, he would have been 
returned-voild I 

We bave beautiful summer weather now, which I men­
tion for the honour of Staffordshire, 8.8 it sometin1ee lies 
under a bad name for weatber. I have had a delightful 
letter from your aunt Caroline [Drewe) giving a glorious 
account of Edward's entry into hie own country, and of 
the delight given and :received by Adele on the occas.ion, 
who looked, ahe said, quite lovely when she was introduced 
to his tenants, and :received them cha.rmingiy. 

Mr Hulme oomee here regularly every Sunday. And 
dines after evening aervioo. His conversation ie too like 
Blackwood's Magazine, but he is cheerful &.nd we don't 
mind him. Gipums is getting larger, And I am beginning 
to sigh over the puppies who a.te 80 soon to meet &. watery 
grave, maia que /aire ? . 
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Moor this the Edward Drewee appear no more in theee 
pages, although there are ca.sual allusions in various letters 
to their proeperous and happy life, and one in especial 
speaks of their paying a visit to the Pembrokeshire relations, 
travelling there with four horses in great style. 

The girls were brought home from London by their 
father, and Beasy wrote that .. they have had their fill of 
amU96ments and going about, and to crown all are very 
glad to come home." 

Madame SiBmondi to her 6'i8ter Mr8 Josiah Wedgwood. 

CUPlI, Ol'lt. 20 [1831] . 

. . . Sis now looks forward to the visit (to Crosselly] with 
pleasure, I with delight. My poor little Sad perhaps yet 
does not know of it, for yesterday when I almost expected. 
to see her, her six weeks being terminated, ca.me a letter 
with the postmark O:megliano. Judge if I was not in & 

passion; Miss Smith,l my evil genius, had lost her pass­
port-delayed to send back to Venice for a new one--then 
ahe is oftener ill tb.&n well, sets off at 11 in the morning 
instetid of 8, &8 she promises over night, or 6, as any r6llo8On· 
able witurie1" traveller would do. I feel as I do sometimes 
in my sleep when I cannot put my oloaths on. . We must 
travel voiturier, which among many conveniences and 
ewtablenesses has its plagues for an impatient spirit. We 
6h&.l.l be at Paris about the 13th, stay three or four days 
there ... [reaching] Cresselly, my beloved Cresseily, about 
1st Dec. This is giving as short delays as we can with such 
sJow going. We pass all Dec. there, and then, &as, begins 
our long journey back. Will you not, beloved Bessy, with 
Elizabetb and Claarlotte return with us to Paris 1 We will 
cherish you as the apple of our eye, take sucb care of yOll, 
go as slow &8 you please in vetturino, which is no fatigue. 
I live in hopei! all this may be done, and I am &8 happy &8 

a prinC66s, and think no more a.bout the cholera., or tumults, 
or W&r, of which two last, to say tbe truth, I bad never 

N;'::, ~a:!lw~~~:Mo~twft:vfi~:: ~~ Smith, M.P. for 
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any fea.r. I &m. making my preparations, and hooven 
grant us a happy meeting. H you expect I can write 
sense to-day you are very much mistaken, my own dear 
Bee8y, I can do no such thing for thinking of your sweet 
sweet face and your deQl' dear voice. and a thouea.nd other 
thinge which all finish in a prayer for our happy mooting. 
1 told John I e.hould write no more to anyone, for 1 can 
write no more than a fool when the prospect of. seeing 
them is close before my nose; so 1 might &8 well have 
spa.red your purse kH:ia.y. but your letter gave me a.n 
oosta.cy so you muat take its consequences. 

We have had. after a dropping summer, the moat 
beautiful &utumn 1 ever rememoor to have seeD. 1 do Dot 
exaggerate when I say I never stirred out witbout an 
ecstacy. The warm golden 001011[8 at home. the gilded 
snow and blue in the distance, gave such a view that every 
walk bec&Dle a prayer. But Harriet in ltaJy bas not had 
this weather. She had little SUll even at Venice. We have 
beeidee had that phenomena.l light after sunset which no 
one hllo8 explained. and which ha.s been so bright in Italy 
a.a to give superstitious awe and fear to the people. Here 
it haa only boon very lovely. very tra.nsparent, very deep 
red. or orange that has remained long after the moon was 
up. and almost tamed ita brigbtnees. In the weet was the 
golden light the other evening. and in the east the silver &8 

we returned home between 6 and 7. 
We had two and. twenty carriages in our little courtya.rd. 

last night and more [guests] than I could rookoD in our y,lon, 
in which wete[people] of all nations, but of Englishmen only 
two, Jos's friend Mr Chetwynd and his friend Mr La.mb, 
whom we saw act the other night very well and in a. very 
pretty. indeed more tba.n pretty, theatre. Mr Chetwynd was 
Henry IVth superbly d.re6sed. We had several Polonais 
la.st night. We had some perfectly delicious singing from 
the Prince Belgiojoso-how I wished for Eliza.beth and 
Charlotte! He wa.nted 80 muoh some ladies or men to 
sing beside himself to keep him in countena.nce. He will 
never come now the same evening with the Counte6s 
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Guiccitili for fear of being made to sing with her, whioh, 
altho' she has a superb voioe, he cannot bear to do. H you 
will be a good girl and come to Paris, you shall hear him 
too. The preceding Wednesday I had the ha.rd little Mrs 
Patterson too.I Guiocioli, who had been very intim!lote with 
her !lot Florence, seeing one person in a room full of strangel'l'l, 
orossed it eagerly to speak to her; the hard little woman 
turned her back on her eaget' accost, with a rudeness I'&-­

marked by everybody in such a little room, and the Guiooioli 
was 80 overcome, not being well before, that I thought she 
would havo fainted. Her hand was bathed in a cold sweat. 
I pve her some wine and water, pretending that it was the 
terror of singing. I sent a. young Frenchman to &cold her 
[Mrs Patterson], and ask ber why sho did such a thing. 
She said" Db it is not for her conduct with Lord Byron, 
that I have nothing to do with-but she is such & hard 
little cold dry~bearted woman, I could give you a thousand 
little odious traits of her "'! Who ever knows them~ 
se1vee' .. 

I Elisabeth P.ttenon, daughter of a merehant in Baltimore, ex· 
wile of Jerome Bonapa-rw. The marriage WM declared null by 
Napoleon, and Jerome wu foroed. to marry Catherine, daughter of 
the King of Wtirtemberg. 

VOL 1. 16 
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CHAPTER XVII 

1831-1832 

Chadee DarwiD'. TOliagtl round tb6 worid-BeMleip Wedcwood 

if~;~ao~~:=::·t:: !:id::;-~ ~T~ 
:=---S~~ee M~~aew~O::::''''~ 
lfoaley-Chado& ~pley--FlW1ny Wedpood'. death. 

IN December, 1831, CharlOl!l Darwin aailed for his five yean' 
voyage round the world. Capta.in Fitzroy had offered to 
givo up part of his own cabin to any young man who would 
go &II naturallirt. on tho Btagk My {atber in his Autobiog-

bt!y~t~ ~~~~t!l %g ~ea:~. }~~:::~ 
for me, • if you can find any man of common II6Il8O who 
advi&ee you to go I will give my consent.' So I wrote that 
evening a.nd refused tho offer. On the next morning I 
went to Maer ... and whi.l8t oot thooting, my uncle IIOIlt 
for me, offering to drive me over to Shrewsbury and talk 
with my father, &II my uncle thought it would be wille in me 
to accept the offer. My f.ther alw6?e8 maintained that 

~a :o~~]~: o~~~ ~08t~~~m=e iO~ 
r=e:'~~ .~~:i~":!l~\~d:~=rd:e~:: =l':n:~ 
than my &llow6O.oo on board the BlJGiJle'; but he answered 
with a. smile •• But they tell me you are very clever.' "1 

Fanny Wedgwood wrote: .. Charlee Darwin I&il8 to-morrow, 

g:~~ :r:t ='f~oret!h= \~ au: wi,!f1 t:: 
round the world. a.s he 1&}'8 ~e instruotions of the !dmiralty 
were all as Capt. Fitzroy pleased." 

Hensloigh, to the great delight of everyone a.nd after 
• Lif. nd ~ of OAarlu Dont>i,., p. 69. 
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many bopes a.nd fears, was appointed to a Polioe Magistracy 
at the end of 1831. This meant that his marriage could now 
prudently take place. 

Emma Wed(lUlQOd to Fanny Mackintosh.. 

My DEAREST FANNY, Dec. 6th, 1831. 

You may think how pleased. I was at your note. 
Hens1eigh's last letter was 80 low that I had almost given 
up all hopes. and the first line of your letter struck me in the 
contrary sense from what you meant. It was delightful 
indeed. when I found out how it was. How nice it is my 
dear old wife. Now don't be long a marrying. 

It was a.rra.nged tha.t Hensleigh a.nd Fanny Wedgwood 
were to make a joint household with Sir James a.nd his son 
Robert. This was nooessary, as neither Sir James nor 
Fanny would consent to lea.ve each other. 

It was at this time that Charlotte Wedgwood first saw 
Charlee Langton,! and after only a fortnight's acquaintance 
became engaged to him. He had been tutor in Lord 

~~h~'s l~:UJ~.,F~p~he 'h~~~ d:;o~ :y hhle~i~ 
Langton proposed to Charlotte a.nd we were tIl in a perfect 
ecstacy." 

Emma Wedgwooci to her ai8ter ElizabeJ.h. 

[LoNDON], Jan. 27. 1832. 

Fa.n.ny is very pleasant and open in telling one bow happy 
she is, and in showing her fondness for Heusleigh, which 
she does in a nice pla.yful manner. After lWlcheon 
Harriet [Gifford] and Charlotte went to Howell and James' 
to get Charlotte's clothes. She got a. green silk. pelisse and 
a virtuous coloured silk gown, which will touoh your heart 
and which we all highly approve of, a.nd for the evening, a 
black satin a.nd an a.pricot coloured silk. and a pink muslinish 

I Algernon Langton, Charlea'lI Wlole, had married Marianne 
~;:!ti~~tebro~gt:~;~ta:~~::~ t!~WedP~db:!Ie.thia 

)nlin,~ ___ _ 
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eort of thing {or commoner OOO&Bions, &nd. tha.t is aJl she 
meana to get, exoopt a white mU&lin. 

When they came ba.ck they found Dr Holland drinking 
tea. here, &nd he p&id hi.!! oongra.tuIa.tions to Charlotte with 
great ItndrUBe. He looked wearied at Sir J&mee. who was 
certainly very tiresome to him, and never would listen to 
him or let him finish what he was sa.ying. 

In the morning Mr La.ngton had taken ChB.rlotte to 
Howell and JlWles' and made her choose presents for him to 
give U8, .. bea.utiful gold pencil-eaae for Fanny, &nd a very 
pretty ring for me; 80 Charlotte knew our different wook­
ne&Be8 very well. Mrs Rich and Miss Card&J.e were going 
to the Ventilator, and as there was a spare place I went 
with them. We a.n1ved unluckily too late to hea.r Spencer 
Peroiv&1's furiouB speech for a generaJ. fast.1 We came in 
for the ta.il of Lord Althorp's. which we could not hear. 
Several people were coughed down who supported Mr 
Percival, fWd there wae a good deal of impatience during 
his second speech, which made Mrs Rich think the wbole 
honae in 8uch eo dreadful state of impiety a.nd. rebellion 
against God that she was crying bitterly most of the time. 
At. soon as Mr Percival had withdrawn his motion he came 
up to hi8 wife who was in the Ventilator and talked to Mrs 
Rich, and I was very much pleased with the good-humour 
a.nd mildne88 of his manner just after bearing such a violentl 
speech from him. I heard him Mying that he had been 
very well listened to, but that he felt 80 completely that the 
whole House was against him that it was as if he waa talking 
against a stone wall. 

After we had put Mi88 Cardale home Mrs Rich talked 
to me about tbe tongues. The youngest J4i8s C.a.rdale is 
often heard in her own room t&lking the tongues and making 
religious exclamationA.1 She is got to look very much worn 
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and depre68ed, &nd. would wish very much not to have any 
more manifestat.ions. Poor thing, J should think she would 
become quite mad soon .. 

The following letter tells of Frank Wodgwood's engage· 
ment to Fanny Mosley, daughter of the rector of Rolleston. 
This makes the fourth Fanny in the Maer circle. To avoid 
confusion the wivetl of Hensleigh and Frank will be dis· 
tinguished as Fanny Hcnsleigh and .Fanny Fra.nk. 

Fanny Allen to her niece Eli"Zabdh Wedgwood. 

DULWlCH, lla-rd. I, 1832 . 

. . . You are all &8 busy &8 possible now I suppose with 
your two brides and a.rra.ngementa for my dea.r Lotty's 
wedding. I think she pays your judgments or tastoR too 
great a compliment in getting a white bonnet. Caroline 
[Drewe) who ha.a just left us, talked of the fashion being 
to be married in a veil. This is certainly the prettiest 
costume and it would save the ca.rria.ge of a bonnet, which 
I am now thinking is a. great evil, so that you would h&ve 
had something more to do with me, had I been in Charlotte'a 
p1aoe, before you would have got me to sen.d. for a white 
bonnet, baving bought a straw one. I have a pleaaing 
impression of Misa MOBley, from what you have all said, 
and I rejoice very much at it for li'ra.nk's and your sakes .. 
I do not know whether Fa.nny [Hensleigh} mentioned my 
going with Mrs Rich to Mr Irving's oarly prayer meeting 
last week. I repeated it agBoin, yesterday, and I am come 
out of my experienOO8 more unbelieving than I was before­
indeed I think I had a little belief. I expected 1 am sure 
something extraordinary, something at lea.st th&t I could 
not account for, and there W808 nothing out of the common 
way, except indeed the extr&vagance of minds not quite 
sane. It was perfectly dark when we got to the church, 
which W8l! very faintly lighted by two sm&ll globe lights on 
a table under the reading..d.esk, where Mr Irving sat like a 
magician. There were the usual prayers and two psa.1ms 
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8Ung. r.nd a che.pter in the :Bible from Kings. of Elijah 
destroying the prophets of ..Baal. which he likened in hie 
(Irving's) prayer &fterw&rda to the ministry of our Churoh 
gener&lly, and SlIoid tha.t the ministry of Christ's Church had 
f804en to them who had the gifts of the Spirit given to them. 
After Mr Irving had finished he lay ba.ck in his Cll.'\ir. &lld 
gifted Mr Backster from Doncaster came forward. He re&d 
the 1st of Acte t\Ud during the oouree of his rea.ding he raved 
like a maniac; repeating the e:&me word or phrase six or seven 
times over, &lld miring up finally the ch&pter in Kinga, the 
1st of Acts, and all the Revela.tions together. and raving 
with as small a. portion of the Spirit. I should have thought, 
if they had not S&id otherwise, as any teacher ever bad. 
He continually returned to the prophets of Baal. On 
walking nome afterwa.m with Mrs Rich, I told her tha.t I 
should have thought Mr Ba.ckster insane if left to my own 
judgment; she told me she t.hought every repetition th&t 
he had uaed commanded by the Spirit, and quoted the verse 
"line upon line," &c. 808 the authority. The last de.y 1 W68 

there it was pretty nearly the 8&IIle thing aga.in, except 
that Mr Irving had a more affected manner and his tone 
was lower, ae also Mr Ba.ck&ter, who did not rave, but spoke 
in a sepulchral tone of the probable pereeoutions they 
would undergo, a.nd a. recommendation to behave ae Chriat 
did. He began " Oh that he would rend the Hea.vens and 
come down," this he repea.t.OO. several times, a.nd a.lso "the 
Enemy ill amongst us "j then &nother man prayed in .. crying 
tone; then Mias Emily C&rdale repeated much of wha.t Mrs 
Rich, writes, in .. ehrill tone and in a.n unva.rying note, with 
her figure perfectly still: If Oh you do not know Christ" six 
times over j then "Christ is love," and 80 on in texts of 
Scripture for .. bout 10 minutes I should think; and then 
Mr Irving thanked God in pra.yer for the meaea.ges sent us 
by the Spirit, and we were out at 10 minutee after 8. Mrs 
Rioh appea.red much affected during the whole couree of the 
eervice, 80 I made no obl'lerva.tion on our way back, and 
listened to her a.nd a. friend whom we picked up on the way, 
talking of these wonderful thinge. 
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The Siamondia, acoompanied by FMlly Allen, left. 

England in March. The quara.ntine montioned below was 
on aocount of the cholera in England. 

"""AY AUt. 10 Ita brotIatr-i,...la1D Sir JOf1tM MackinlolA. 

Hol'EL RrvoLJ. RUlI RIVOLl, 
My DlaR MA01UNTOSH, Mortl 13, 1832. 

. . Siamondi told you of our bad pas&&ge and how 
we fared in the Quarantine Station. The am, to be sure, 
was 8011 bad 8011 poesible, hut it did not do either Jessie or mo 
as much mischief as your chicken-hol\6.1 I do not know 
whether I am indebted to the strength of my constitution 
or to the merits of lle&-wate.r for my eecape from cold or 
fever &iter litting U. hoUl'8 in clotbe6 drenched through by 
the wavee. The QU&l1Ultine was not dise.greea.ble; it was 
rather more a.n odd poeition than a di!l&.gteeable one. I do 
not consider the three days there as lost days; our oom­
pany were more French tblW'l Englisb, and I was amused 
at. observing their ditJerent ma.nner and chAracter. We did 
not suffer from oold in our station, thougb it WIWI a more 
wooden abed, divided into three pa.rta for the men. women, 
a.nd. our common sitting-room. The beds were exoellent. 
6l1d our e&ting not bad, 80 that we were not to be pitied; 
though I must add we enjoyed DeMin', Inn very much 
when we wore let out o[ our Quarantine. Sismondi bought 
a French travelling carriage which took U8 ADd all our 
luggage. very comfortably and moderately. my Bh&re for the 
whole expenB68 of t.he journey from Cala.ie being only 6 
Napoleons. 

Sismondi made a course of visits yeeterday morning to 
hit friends . He reports the impression he rooeived waa, 
that among tho ministerialistl, when thoy talked of and 
rather expected the downfall of our ministry. they seemed 
to him to look with 8Omethin.g of II&tisfacuon to the retunl 
of Sir B. Peel and the Duke. Siemondi oeJIed on Ma.damo 

1 Thiapro .... ed w boa fatal aooident, a Iplinter lodged in hie Uuoat 
loUd oau.ed hiI deaLh. 
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de Broglie1 yesterday and saw her. She looked ill, and 
very low, but she t&lked with great calmness of the illness 
and death of her daughter, who suffered, poor child, very 
much before her death. The economy of the Citizen King 
is ta.1ked of, which is a.a it should be. A brother of Copley 
Fielding, the water·colour painter, give!! lessons to the royal 
family, and he says the King bargains for a sheet of drawing· 
paper. Paris looks very handsome and we have a bright 
sun for some hours in the day; on our way here we paid a 
visit at St Derus to all Sismondi's old friends, Dagobert and 
Pepin Ie Bref. It is an interesting walk among the dead. 
I know nothing more of Paris, except that the ladies' 
bonnets are very IImaJI; they wear feathers in them. I feel 
very anxious respecting the Reform question and aJ.1 that 
hangs to it in EngIand, also of the cholera. I trust that 
we shaJ.I. hear from one of you, it would be a great treat to 
have a few linee from yourseU; but you have too much to do 
for me to aek it, and sometimes, when I 80m very disinter~ 
ested., even to wish it. God bless you, and preserve your 
health. 

Yours, datu Me.ckintosh, 8offectionately, 
F. ALLEN. 

I think of his ilie which I now look on a.s almost finished. 
with the groatest pity; not without blame, it is true, but it 
ia almost lost in pity. He boo 1m understanding to oompl'& 
hend. all the boo.uties of the high mor8ol feelings and those of 
8offection, but not the h680rl aver to fool them, so tha.t he 
knew their heaven, sighed for it, yet, &9 if a. curse wa.s on 
him, could never put his foot into it. He loved passiona.tely 
a.nd fondly only one person [his wife] in the world, and. she 

, .Albertine, the daughter of HWm~ d~ Sta.e1, maTried to th~ 

~Uh:':n~~~~ b::~d:ea; ~;j~~::tb!v:~Zai~ ~t~;on: 
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never oould love him, though he WlWI the only person in the 
world tha.t truly loved her. 

Years "'go Ooleridge wrote of him to Tom Wedgwood, 
"I never doubted that he mean.! to fulfil bis engagements 
with you; but he is one of those weak-monUed men, with 
whom the meaning to do a thing means nothing. He 
promise8 with bis whole Re&rt, but there is a.lways a little 
speck of cold felt a.t the core that transubstantiates the 
whole reeoive into a Lie, even in his own oonaciOUBDees." 
Ria da.ugbter Fanny was deeply a.ttached to him, a.nd the 
abort time spent with her after her happy marriage, must 
have been a. ray of suns.hine ending his troubled ca.roor. 

Cha.rlotte Wedgwood wa.s married on 22nd Ma.roh, 1832, 
a.nd Frank Wedgwood on 26th April. Ca.therine Darwin, 
writing to Fanny Wedgwood of Charlotte, says, "Your 
account of her sounds cha.rming and just what she 80 amply 
deserves. It is very nioo that a perJed person should be 
enjoying perfect happiness." The Langhous began their 
ma.rri.ed life at Ripley in Surrey, where they lived for about 
a year. 

OltorloUe Langton " her Biskr Fanny Wedgwood. 

RIPLKT, W.DNMDA.T [Awgun 6, 1832] . 

. . . Very fortunately we have had the most beautiful 
weather since my aunts came, so that with the help of our 
dea.r little ponie6 who are getting great pets, I have not 
found the least difficulty in entertaining them. 

I do not think tha.t we sball bring our ponies to Moor. 
Besides CTowding the etables tbere, the three-year old must 
be too young for a journey one wou1d think, tho' he drew 
us four no very light ones 24 miles the other da.y, and 
came ba.ck as fresh as possible, pushing on whenever the 
reins were slackened. ,The only thing that ma.kes Charles 
think. of it is the danger of their being stolen, and I 
believe we shall have them taken up every night to secure 
them. 

Charles Langton's caution was a marked element in his 
cha.ra.cter. Much later in life the L&ngtDne wished to settle 
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near us at Down, and my father told us how our uncle 
Charlos would not buy Baston, a charming holl.8e on Hayes 
Common, becall.8e he SIlW one rough-looking man on the 
Common, and thought it would not be safe for his wife and 
little boy to walk. there alone. 

This summer Emma lost her beloved sister Fanny, from 
whom she had never been parted. for more than a. week or 
two. She died on AugUBt 20th, 1832, aged 26, after a 
few days' illness from some inflammatory atta.ck. Her 
sister Charlotte wrote to Emma, "I feel with you, door 
Emma., tha.t aJl our recollections and associB.tions with our 

~:~::: ;:~~~t~~:::W:~=d t!~yO~v~:~~~ 
~=~=u!;!~~din~~ra~e:d:h~reliE:!:~f:!:h 
=et~:!.Ri.nes8 and very free from disappointments and 

Amongst my mother's papers there is a short record 
of her feelings on this loss-the first tbat ever came 
really close to ber. It is evidently written entirely for 
herself: 

"At 9 came on the fatal attack and in 5 minutes we 
lost our gentle, sweet Fanny, the most without selfishntl68 
of anybody I ever saw, and her loss has left a blank which 
wjll never be filled up. Oh, Lord, help me to become more 

~;t h~a~d fa~~h~~!tm~~ j;~;\~~~hr:n::;e~ 
never p9.88 from my mind. Let me always keep it in my 
.mind as a motive for holiness. What exquisite happineea 
it will be to be with her aga.in, to tell her how I loved her 
who ha.s been joiried with me in a.1moet every enjoyment of 
my life." 

Emma Wedgwood to her aunt Madame Simwndi. 

My DEAB.EST AUNT JBSSIE, M.u:B, 8"1'" 15 [1832]. 

How grateful I feel to you, my door aunts, for the 
love and sympathy you have for us. Mamma. and Elizabeth 
set off on a little tour in North Wales last Monday with 
uncle Baugh. I have groot hopes it will do Mamma a great 
deal of good. She has found it more difficult to recover hex 
cheerfulness than we have, but cbange and travelling always 

Th 
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act upon her spirits very much. I do not like th&t you 
would be thinking of 118 8lJ more unh&ppy than we lore. 
I think we loll fee] cheerfu1 and sU800ptible of happiness. I 
do not expect or wish to miaa our Fanny ]688 than we do 
now. The remembrance of her is 110 sweet and wunixed 
with any bi.tter feeling that it iB a pleasure to be put in 
mind of her in every way. I feel MI if it wa.s e. very long 
time sinoe we had lost her, though it is only a month next 
Monday. I suppose it was from hving thought of little 
besides since then. In looking over her deek, I have found 
many little journals of happy vilita and journeys that we 
hAve been together, which are a. great comfort and bring 
them 110 cl086 to my memory. Sometimes I feel a sad 
blank at the thoughts of bving lost my sweet, gentle com­
panion who h88 been 110 cloeely joined with me ever since 
we were born, but I try to keep my mind fixed upon the 
hope of being with her age.in, never to pe.rt e.gain. Such a 
separe.tion as thiB seems to make the next world feel such 
a tea.lity-it &eems to bring it 80 muoh nearer to one's mind 
e.nd gives one lucb a deaire to be found worthy of being 
with her. Here hea been .. gentle, b&ppy life e.nd I think 
ber spirits were weak, e.nd we would DOt have home up 80 

well &8 the re.t of us in the aorrows she must have gODe 
through had. she remained here. I feel .. great plea.eUf'e in 
t.eJling you how fauJtlesa she waa:, tho' I think you know it 
&8 well &8 I do. I remember 80 many things when abe W&8 

quite a little girl, which abewed bow completely without 
selfishn688 she was even then, and she was always ready to 
give up little things or great ones. I am sure Pap .. miBeeB 
biB little 8OOl'Ctary as he used to caU her. She suited him 80 

well. 
I am very sorry you feel 80 anDoWl about the cholera. 

It has been mild at Newcastle a.nd I hope is abating, much 
more tha.n haJj recover. There is no fear of it here, &8 it 
ha.a Dot even spread to the Pot.teries, which are 80 much 
nearer. It h81 boon dreadfully ba.d at Bilston, a.n iron 
pla.oe not much larger than N ewcaatle, and hundreds ha.ve 
died in a month. 'rhere haa been a largo subscription for 
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t.bem; there are .id to be 300 orphan familiee to be pro­
vided for. I believe it ia a wretched. p1aoe and. the people 
very low. Thank my de&!: aunt Fanny for her ansicIty 
that we ahould take care of our beaJt.ha. There:is no need 
to mind. me, &8 I am very strong and have very little to do. 
but I do Wlmt Elizabeth to take great care of hereelf. and 
I try to lave her going about among the oottagea whenever 
sbe wUl1et me •• 



183!-ISU] 253 

CHAPTER XVIJl 

1832-1834 

Emma Wulgwood to Madamt 8.~ondi. 

My DEAB:&ST AUNT J~IB, 16 Dec. 1832. 

Mamma hall been saying IIbe meant to write to you 
tf'lery day ainoo the election, but I think our news will be 
quite flat if we leave it any longer, and now I am afraid 
we sbll not be the first to tell you that Papa was elected 
by a handsome majority. The numbers were Wedgwood 
822, Davenport 625, Heathcote 588. }laeon 240. Mr 
Maaon is a thorough-going Radical, so we were all very glad 
at his being 110 low on the poll. Papa and all of us were 
very much pleased at hiB coming in 80 grandly. especially 
8.11 he is beeome too Tory for theBe Radical times. We 
were very secure after the first day's poll. Jell8ie [Wedg­
wood] and I went to Hanley to IlOO the candidates going 
to Stoke to be nominated. Papa went first with hiB SODS 
and some more gentlemen, his proposer and IIOOOnder, in 
the carriage open with 4 horses; a few carriages followed. 
and then the tag-rag and bobtail in gigs, CBrts and phaetons. 
Then came Davenport, who looked much more numeroU8, 
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which made U8 r ... ther low; I 8Uppoee we should have been 
still lower if we hs.d gone to the nomination, for Papa. was 
received with silence, Mr D ... venport with hiseee a.nd 
hootingl, Mr Heathoote with lOme applause, and Mr Muon 
with ra.ptut'C, wbich shews bow little So nomination weft 
one of bow matters will turn out. Papa's llpeecb looks well 
in tbe newspapers. He was listened to without appIa.u&e, a.a 
he SAY8, tho' the newspaper is more obliging and givee him 
a good many cheers. The next two day. the voting took 
pla.oo, and what So pleaaa.nt sbort affair it is now to wb&t it 
used to be. There W&8 some rioting and some who voted. 
for Davenport had aU their windows broke. 

Charles Langton and Charlotte are ,till with us. Be 
baa offered bimaelf for ... visit at Lord Craven's and Char-­
lotte will sta.y bere the while. It is very nice of him not 
getting impatient to be at home again. We are all very 
fond of him. Hia manners to Mamma are quite charming, 
eo pl&yful and attentive. Be baa not a spark of the na.tura.l 
enmity tbat rnOfrt. people have for their mother&-in·law. 
Mamma enjoyed her little trip to eee their living very much. 
The country about Oniburyl is very pretty. and tbe poor 
people "ell off and a vtry small parish. 

As to her husband's going into Parliament Bf.uy wrote 
to Je86ie SiBmondi (22 Dec. )832). that she is not onJy 
gratified a.t aeeing hie chan.cter rated ... it deeerves, but 
that abe cannot help thiDJring it will give their children • :t ~nrlin~~ :;~oJ\:t a~r:~Y ~~ ~~~; ~::~ 
Arne letter she speaks of her listl688De68 &nd languor making 
it pa.inful for her to write; and it is evident now that her 
bealtb had seriously failed. In March, 1833, she prom.ise8 

t;:!e :;!k~ t: :e~n:, a~~:;~~o~~~ti~, ~:t ~hea:e~: 
funs her enjoyment of her Snt graodc'hild. Godfrey (the 

=urt68~a~· .. lli~eb~:bs~:oo~, coT::~~~ :n~.~: 
are pelr au/1m« the beet beloved of Iill the sisterbood, 
and what is more you are not envied on that aooonnt." 

be~"~~~~b~::&linv~d ~udf~~~ he had jU8t been appointed. 
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About this time my mother received four 0 five proposals 

f~v::;~~~e, S~~~~ r:~=c~~~ g~~t~:Ie :::;U!f ~~l. 
~=a::'~~b~!~t~n~:Jh:n~j:~d ~r:~:r,~~ 

found to objeot to in him. 
daughters paid long visits 
lotte still at Ripley, and 
both her children so happy 

seems to have soothed her anxious mind. She also visited 
other relatiODB settled in or near London. Whilst staying 
at Lady Gifford's, she had & fall, followed by a serious 
illness. This must have been a seizure of an epileptic 
na.ture, for, from now onwards until her death in 1846, she 
suffered from attacks of this mal&dy. In this fall she 
broke some bone, a.nd was never able to wall4again, These 
thirteen long years of helplessness are sad to think of, but 
the anxieties which bad weighed on her quite left her. and 
the brightness a.nd wonderful sweetness of her nature ms.d.e 
it a pleaaure to be with her, especially to Elizabeth. My 
mother felt more and more, as time went 00, the sadness 
of her increasingly impaired mind. 

Emma Wedgwood to her aunt Madame 8ismondi. 

Aug. 6, 183S. 

It is such a pleasure tQ send you such a good account, 
for I am Bure nobody will feel more (or so much) joy than 
you at my dear Mamma's recovery. We feel impatient to 
be able to see the time when we can return home, but we 
must not think of it yet, and it is very lucky Mamma does 
not feel a.t all impatient to move. Fa.nny and Hensleigh 
have been corning cODstantly, and she is the nicest nurse 
possible, and endea.red herself very much to us by her 
affectionate feelings for Mamma &nd joy at her recovery. 
Papa. is not able to come as often 88 he wishes, as be is on 
So Liverpool Committee and the Slavery Bill in tbe evenings; 
so ho is only able to oorne on Saturdays and stay till Monday. 

Harriet (Gifford] and I went to the Ventilator to hear 
O'Connell's quarrel with the Reporters, whom he accuses of 
reporting his speeches falsely, whereupon they sa.y now 
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they will not report a word more of hie; 80 now be declares 
they shall not report at aU, and he had the gaUery cleared 
of all the strangers and the reporters amongst them yester-­
day. It was a, most foolish passionate thing to do lUi the 
Reporters are sure to gain the day in the end. 

Aunt Emm.s. is in much better heart about Isabella nowthan 
she was at the beginning of the holidays, but she is entirely 
dissatisfied witb the school. It is a pity Aunt Emma. is 80 
easily cast down a.bout her, as girls are sure to turn out well, 
and high spirits and troublesomeness seems to be I. 's faults, 
which are sure to mend. 

Emma Wedgwood to hey aunt Madame Smnondi. 

lliE.a, TAtmday [10 Ottl. 1833). 
My DEAREST AUNT JESSIE, 

. . Papa. a.nd Eliz. came home on Tuesday after 
spending a. week at Onibury. They took a. wa.lk every 
morning though they had very middling weather to 800 the 
pretty country in. Mr Langton used to be ra.ther afraid 
of Papa, but I think he has quite got over that, and they 
talked away together very well, Eliz. says. I think he is 
never quite at hie ease when any of our men are there, 
at least he is not near 80 merry a.s when there is nobody by 
but M&Dlllla, or ODe of us. Papa. has persuaded them to 
come here for all the winter months, as though this is not a 
very warm house, it is much warmer than theirs. He was 
going to bave a ourate any bow for the winter, 80 he may 
just as well come bere, a.nd it will be very pleasant for us 
having them for so long a visit. I was there the week 
before with aunt Sarah, and saw 8. good many of their 
neighbours. Cha.rlotte was rather unhappy at the outside 
of her house being 80 untidy when 80me smart people called, 
but Charles takes everything easy a.nd Charlotte has a. 

::~~v:~o~;::, ==~ :Oret!:\~!:~h!i:=,~: 
have no inolination to do much. Suaan Darwin says they 

____ ........... __ 10 •• "'""""",_·1< fr:'8 IF' 
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had much better have her for a week to set them to rights, 
and I am aure ahe would do more than C. in (\ montb. 

The other day Miss Martineaul dined at Clapham with 
Mrs Marsh, and she made Fanny feel very awkward by 
saying, " I was much distressed to hear from several quarters 
that you were disgusted at my conversa.tion some time a.go." 
I don't know what answer Fanny made, but it wa.s true 
that we were aU rather shocked at some of her opinions on 
matrimony, and we had been talking a.bout it to l\frs Marsh, 
and I have no doubt that was the way it came round to her 
in some of their arguments on tha.t subject. Miss M. took 
Buoh a. fancy to Fanny that I am sorry she found out she 
had not pleased her, and it showed great good nature ber 
mentioning it in that open way to her. We were aU rather 
contrite at having said anything a.bout bel' opinions to 
Mrs Marsh a.nd Dr Holland; and it W&8 partly our fault, as 
we drove her on to say that she thought ma.rriage ought 
to be dissoluble for any cause however slight. It is a pity 
her heing 80 open, as it will excite a great prejudice against 
her and make people consider her, though very unjustly, &8 

if she was not a moral person. She is so happy, goOO­
humoured and conceited that she will not much mind what 
people say of her. I scorn to spin out a letter, &0 I will 
wish you good-bye, my dearest. 

Josiah. Wedgwood to Mon.sieu1' and Madame Siamondi. 

My DEAR JESSIE AND SIsMONDI, M.u:R, D6fJ. 21, 1833. 

r received your affectiona.te and most gratifying 
letter only last night, a.nd I must not lose a day to send you 
my cordial tha.nks for it. You will ha.ve hea.rd that Hens-

1 Harriet Martineau (at tb.i8 time thirty_one yean old), was be· 
coming a literary lion through the great 8UCOOI8 of her Political 
Eoonomical ,tories. 

17 
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leigh did Dot send in his tef1ignatl.on and that, for the preeent 
at least, he does not intend to do it. The resolution was 
ro08t basty and r88b, and I don't pretend either to justify 
or a.coount for it, but I conceive that the overwhelming 
int6re8t that he haa in retaining his office had the effect 
which would be natural with some minds, that it alarmed 
him and made him diBtl'U8t all the suggestions of his under­
IItanding in Cavour of retaining bis POIIt, that he was, in 
short, fascinated, and ended. the struggle like the little bird 
who jumps into the open mouth of the glaring snake. 
Having now got over the first impreaaiou, I &m in hopee 
that the arguments for retaining bis office will have their 
due weight with him. and especiaJly as his mind is now 
turned to exertion for the removal of unDeoos&&ry oathlJ. 
in which he must see that his situation as an acting magis­
trate will give him &. weight which would be lost by giving 
up his office. If after taking sufficient time to restore the 
equilibrium of bis mlnd, after giving the subject ample and 
deliberate coIUlideration, taking all mea.ns of informing 
himself and profiting by the learning and judgment of 
othere, he should form a solid conviction tht administration 
of oa.th8 by a. Magistra.te is forbidden by the gospel, there 
ca.n be no doubt th&t it will be h.is duty to resign; and how­
ever great may be one's concern one cannot blame him. 
though even then he cannot expect to be 8Upported by 
much of the Iympathy, reapeot, and admiration, which are 
given to great .sacrifices for objects which all men feel to 
interest human nature. 

Your kind solicitude induces me to say of myself that I 
am quite well, and I IUPpose even my looks are better than 
on the occasion when they created Jesaie'8 compasaion. I 
was rather surprised at Je8IIie's pity for my lot in life, 
having always thought myself & fortunate man. It. is true 
I have 8ufIered some 1000S in which my affection8 were 
much concerned, and some misfortunes; the chief of which, 
my dea.r "86611y' l 8tate, is lightened and almQflt removed by 
the gentleDC88, sweetness, and cheerfulneaa with which she 
bears her lot, and with which her delightful nature shines 
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out to the last .... Our whole family are now ~bled, 
except Henaleigh, aU weU; and I often tb.ink that. if they 
have all taken the quiet path of life, they have none of them 
made U8 aahamed. or lOrry. Of some of them I might.y 
much more without your diMent. 

Believe me, my dear brother and aiater, 
Affectionately youre, 

.JOSIAH W&DGWOOD. 

William ClifJord, of PerriatoDe in Herefordahire. will no 
doubt be remembered in the lettera of 18US. and alao of 
1818, when the Wedgwood family were in Paria. Two 
orphan nieces now lived with him, and the following letters 
were written whilst he was on the Continent, where, aa he 

;0:: :~e~~C;:~~i~:~~h~~~~t;~ ~o:::! 
place. and once in motion, my inertne68 18 not likely 600n 
to 8to~. I hate the thought. of it. and shan contrast. it aU 

~t~:rY A~~~ o~h~TI':y!~h~r ~~ur m:;~:n~I!cS:~ 
haa turned. out. incomparable. You talk of growing old. 
but. you will never know anything about the matter-for 
m}'1JeU, I feel older than anybody ever waa before, and the 
eved .. ting billa the.m.eelvee are quite aa fit. to move." 

From William Olil1ord to Madame Simwndi. 

My DUB. M.UlA,.l(, [P....u, Jwlr, IS33J. 

I have just this moment got. the mOlt cordial letter 
ever written, even from the Principality. But it waa Dot 
very logical, for I do love you very muab yet. I won't 
drive stra.ight to your most hospitable house with n1y 
tribe, but. I will give you every moment of my time at the 
risk of making poor M. Sismondi ill, to see how I spend my 
day. but you aha.ll hide it from him .. much &8 you ean, 
or persuade him I am doing IOmething aU the while. I 
!mow he will do his beat to like me for your sake, and I will 

1 Ilf'l Wed&wood'il naughty maid, when they were in Pan. iD 
ISll. . 
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like him for his own very sincerely, though he was in a. 
oruel hurry to part UII aU when we were on06 together again. 
You know I love the longest letter and read it over and over 
again. 1 beg&n two or three to you about Chriatmaa time, 
wishing you a. merry Christmas. Then I thought spring 
might draw you to Paris. Thank you for all you say of 
my dear nephew. I can promise be is the better liked. the 
more he is known, and my niece8 too are very well in their 
way. but I am pretty well worn out and very much tired of it 
a.ll-a.nd it is &U very much tired of me. 

Still very faithfully YOU1'8, WILLIAM Cr.J:noOBD. 

Now I ha.ve ha.d one letter from you, I long for another. 
Do. 

William Olj,fJ01Tl to Madame. Si8m<mdi. 

GlUfo ... ,~.)833 . 

. . A letter from my dear Miss Fanny (Allen] got here 
at last. and she is on the whole reconciled to Mrs Wedg­
wood's state 811 bettor than she expected-particularly in the 
ma.in point-" her memory quite good, the ea.me truth of 
observation, the BAme gentleneea and kindness of character," 
and ". cheerfulness that 80 poouliarly belonged to her about 
her still. She suffers little or no pain." All thie you know 
already, and is g:ree.t comfort, but they seem to have little 
hope of her getting betWr than she is. It is happy for 
Mrs Langton that she is married. 

Thank you for all you say of my girls, but you do not 
know muoh about them. All fine you eay of me is likely 
to be true, for you have known me oil and on 36 yea.n, but 
there is no reason I should triwnph over M. Sillmondi. On 
the oontrary, tell him, I am his obliged and faithful servant, 
W. CLuToBD. 

In the journal Baroness Bunsen wrote for her mother, 
Mrs Waddington. there is the following mention of Mr Clifford 
during his sta.y in Rome, where he spent the winter 1833-4: 

Dec. 4. 1833. In the evening,if w~ a.re at bome and have 
not too many visiton, I finish up my sketcl1ee. For thir. I 
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had & bit of praise from Mr Clifford which greatly plea.aed 
me. The day after he had seen me thu8 employed he said, 
" How I like that making the most of odd timee I it is what 
everybody ought to do, and what 1 never do! and thus I 
have done nothing, and learnt nothing in my life." Mr 
Clifford's being hore is a great pleasure to us: he is really a 
delightful person, entering into everything &nd enjoying 
everything like a cbild.1 

William Clifford to Madame Si4mcndi. 

{RoKE). Jlay U4 [1834J. 

... My two nieces have had anything hut a ple&sa.nt 
winttu-. Emily had not been three days in Rome before she 
caught small-pox. The effects of it lasted till we were 
about departure, 80nd then by way of finaJe she caught 
8C8orlet fever, but now she is got pretty well and ready to 
catch something else. Thill threw UB sadly out of the grea.t 
occupation of society. You may suppose, we were not very 
popular, having nothing to give people but contagion. But 
we did not muoh care for them, Dot having M. Sis. to fight 
for us. Ld. and Ly. James Hay were very civil and we 
fancied. them muoh, but they were very much oocupied. so 
we did not often meet. The girl is just wha.t you sa.y, 80 

sunny and cbeerlul, a.nd certainly made after the old receipt 
of ma.1ring your bay when the sun shines. They are gone 
and everybody else also. We are 8olwa.ys the survivors. 
Ly. Da.vy is on the brink of departure. I have never yei 
told her of your kindness to COW1l and keeping a neighbour 
by way of company to your own, which I hope will atone 
for your cruelty to horses. ~fiS8 Mackenzie to say the truth 
is unoonunonly agreeable, and makes me waste a. great dea.l 
of time in scolding her horrid uncomfortable ways. Your 
family are good for nothing about writing, 80 I know none of 
their adventures. I was at a wedding yesterday (Pa1a.zZQ 
Cafferalli), which brought many a tear to my eye, foolish 

1 Lilli and LtItUr, ()I Fra_, Bar_, B.,.n'Mt. vol. i .• p. 40(. 
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enough in thie WQrld of chance and change. Mee.nwhile let 
th086 that remain in it try to like and cherieh one &!lother, 
and write soon. Direct to Perristone nea.r Roes, where we 
mean to return, slowly, slowly. I have given aU my hurry 
to my nephew, which he calls dispatch, and will run &II un· 
mercifully &8 you would have done poor Lady Davy's pair 
of horsee. And do tell me a great deal of news-I won't 
begin again, so good·bye. 

Madame Bilmood' to M:r nleu Emma Wedgwood. 

CH!N:&, JtJy 29, 1834. 

. . . We found all well on our return la.et Wednesday, 
and I thank Hellven no ill news from England in the many 
letters that lay waiting for me on the tables, and which I 
opened with a beating heart. I 80 enjoyed the first part 
of our tour; all the little circumstances and incident& were 
alwaye eo much in our favour tht 1 superstitiouBly began 
to fea.r some ill IU(lk at the end. At Vevay I met poor Mrs 
Maroot for the first time since ber 1088.1 She W8B overcome 
almost to fa.inting at first, but attributed it to heat and 
fatigue, said she would lie down and return to us in haJi· 
&n·hour, which she did, t&lking on indifferent subjects and 
no allusion was made on either aide to wMt, it was but too 
visible, both oW' bellrts were full of. She intended to ret.urn 
with us in tbeste.mboat the next day, but when the moming 
came she had not courage. I am nearly sure it was beca.use 
we were in the boat;..-8he would suffer lees with strangers. 

We, that is Sismondi and I and OUl' portm&1lteau, left 
Schinmach on the 9th of tb.ia month in a nioo little on~ 
horse cabriolet, that stole softly and quietly over tho ground, 
&nd quick too, directing our course north-eaetwr.rd. We 
saw the b.ths of Baden, Zurioh, . . . Constance. St Gall, 
the pretty Lake of WeJlenstadt, where I read your name 
with your father's in the inn book whioh vividly brought 
ba.ck the time you 80 sweetly alluded to, my Emm., .... hich 

I The dMth of her htllJbaod. 
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can never return for either of us-bu~ wb&tever ret1ll'1l8 .. 
before1 It ill oW' wiadom to I18parate and treuure up only 
~hOMl remem.brtoncee tbat BOOthe. •. We IISW GIa.rua, .. 
Lucerne, Berne, Frloourg, and Vevay-this took us exa.ctly 
a fortnight, and tho expen.ee 801 noody lioii poesible to a 
Napoleon a da.y ea.ch, and tra.vei lioii economically in Switzor· 
la.nd u you plee.&e you cannot spend leIIIJ. At OollAtance 
wo apent a day with the Queen. Rortenll8.1 and it W&8 the 
most interesting of oW' journey. She ia become fa.t, and 
doea not look as if abe had ever been ha.ndsome. but abe 
baa • very pleasing expreeaion of l\woot temper and great 
kindneee in manner. We arrived about 2 o'clock and did 
not leave till 8, And the whole six bouI'll were pas&ed in 
cawerie, with the exception of .. dinner of one (lOUl"IIe quiclcly 
deepatcbed. and I found it much too abort for allahe had to 
tell and shew UII. I fclt much &8 if I WM playing at Kings 
and Queena, in addrC88Lng her as "Majesty," but a better 
feeling than courtesy forbids us take away the title from the 
unprosperous unl6811 they have themselves the good. aense 
to drop it. She speaka of all her wrongs without the l008t 
reeentment. with a phil0e0pruc calmneu that would indicate 
• higher underatanding than I suspect .he poseessee. but it 
~ only IUllpicion. for ahe might be very clever for anything 
I know to the contrary. She t&lked very openly of her 
past life, regretted she bad not been earlier awa.re of the 
importance and of the extraordinarinese, please to let the 
word paM--Of it, that abe might bave takon daily notes of 
it. It BOOmed to ber at tbe time the natural course of life. 
and aOO paased through beedlC8S1y. She read ua part of her 
joumal or memoir that had reference to her mother'. 
divorce. It. evinced the atemn088 of purpose that is aJways 
given to Buona.parte. but it shewed aleo tenderneM a.nd 
strength of atIection in the bitt~ toan even to sobs whicb 
he aomet.imes g&ve way to in ca.rrying it through. She 
shewed u.s in her cabinet a cast of Buonaparte taken after 

1 E%.Queen of Holland. daughter of ~uham.u aDd the EmpnIN 

~~~~:t1io~ t!:~A:~ ugh! .~t~ a~~~~erEh~rJ'. 
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hi, der.th. It looked affecting from an expre!lrion of deep 
yet quiet suffering. Near th.ia cut she had preserved the 
portrait of bis 8eCond wife and child, on whiob his dying 
eyes were fUed, &n4 which aJways hung lot St Helena before 
bis little camp bed. Over these W&8 hung the CMhmere 
I86h he wore at the battle of the Pynmide, bla.ckened. with 
sunpowder. He had given it to her to 'WrIop round her head 
one day tba.t she bad taken oold. She ahewed us aleo the 
seapula.ite of Charlemagne; it was taJten from h.ia tomb at 
Aix·la-Chapelle &nd given by the town to her mothee when 
she visited. it as Empre8ll. There W&8 in it a bit of the tnte 
Cl'088 enchaaed in cty8ta1 as big AI a turkey egg. set in jewels, 
and a bit of gold cbain that fastenod it round hia neck. 
She had several interesting portraite, and is heraelf no 000· 

temptible artist. She takes strong likenesllall and finiahes 
them very prettily. Her Chatea.u of Ehrenberg ia beauti· 
fully situated on the steep Bide of a. mountain covered with 
the richest vegetation. the moat magnificent oak: a.nd walnut 
troos, looking down directly into the Lake of Constance; 
it is furnished. N the most elegant and moet comfortable 
boudoir of Paris WQwd be. It was delicious to tab shelter 
in it from the I5COrching SUD. She baa two damee d'honMur, 
an Italian physician, and a :French artist living with her 
besides her 80n the Prince Lows. Sbe told us she believed. 
aho would como thill winter to Geneva, for the sake of 
making her 80n live in a way more oonaonant to hi.! age 
"han with her at CoDAtanoo. She gave us a book she baa 
just publisbed, and that I &m. 8I1l'e would interest you very 
much-Memoirs of her IOn's eeea.pe !rom Italy aft« the 
laet Revolution, and &fter her eldeet ton'8 death. 

I have just received my dEW Mackint08h's HiMory 0/ 
t1a~ Reuolution, and your letter hae lain by in coIUl6Cluence. 
I cannot read it with quiet DMVe&. The Memoir I prefixed 
dOO8 not so torely vex me as it doee Fa.nny [AIleo), tho' 
dono by no friendly band. There i.a no malignity, which 
J feared, and he ha.e quoted eo largely and so judiciously 

af~~~~e::.~~ d!~:l~m!::'~~~ :Mrw~':' 
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from Mackintosh'a early writing and late apeechea., that it 
must raise M. in the opinion of everyone who reads; and 
then when M. spooks 80 well of himself what signifies the 
opinion and judgment of the foolish writer t It can do 
him no ha.rm. This ahould be a warning to Robert not to 
out out anything but what i.e absolutely necessary of his 
father's writing, whether journal or lettera. I am rather 
afraid of Robert'a over-delicacy of home subjects; yet those 
will shew M. in the brightest light, and tbey are those &Iter 
all that make known the true cha.n.cter .•• " 
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Hom:w~ec:!.e~~J!nJO~~~:d~!id~UU::'::~~~ 
Wedgwood at muaiO&l feeti'Val&-Charlea Darwin returm home 
-Emma at Edinburgh-C. D. OD marriap. 

TKB home life a.t Ma.er had by now become much ohanged. 
Emma had lost through the death of Fanny the com­
paniOnshil: of a sister of her own age, and the f&ilure of 

~~~mm!. 8t~~~~!:a;~!! h=~rftt::~e~= !:r:! 
:!:a.~~, ~~::;u~ra:.i' f~~~. also as aunt w the next 

ElizabetA Wedgwood to oM" motnet'. 

CLuu.uI, ~da,., 3 .IlareA [18S6). 

... Sa.turday we dined at [the Marsh<l8). . .. Anne 
Wa.8 very pleasant, and when we got round the fire after 
dinner she talked a grea.t deaJ. with an openness that Wa.8 
very engaging about her book (Ttoo Old Men'8 Tale&] and 
her feelings. 1 was in hopes tha.t her being known as the 
a.nthor would have saved her from hearing diaagrooable 
things; but she told us of BOme things tha.t had been sa4d 
that she would ha.ve given a thou&aond pound8 rather than 
they should have boon sa.id. I cannot think who could tell 
her. She W&8 very much amused when she dined a.t Lady Milman's to find Mr Murray paying court to her as if she 
W&8 somebody. I think the vexation of being known ha.8 
more thancounterb&la.need the pleasure of her suooesa, but the 
pleasure of the writing itself soem8 to be very great. (1 can 
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hardly wrioo for Snow [jll8f, two yean old] who is roma.ncing 
on, and acting, and speechifying. but what it ia aJ1 about I 
bve not an idea, but" jingle, jingle," oomee in very often 
in the dillOOune. I han just made out .. a lArge wind blew 
the little wind down," with. very important shake of the 
hMd.) There ia wind enough to-day to blow Dl&Ily things 
down beeidee little windl. . .• 

Emma Wedgwood to M:r au," Madamt Si8mond .. 

lU.a, 1Irtd4y, .Ap. II [1835J. 

... We have had viaite here from Susan De.rwin, and the 
HoU.ndt. 60 that I have not been at aU IOlita.ry. 1 think 
Suaan quiOO won Allen [\Vedgwoodl's heart by her attentiona. 
She Was missed one day and nobody could find her any­
where, when at last she was discovered litting very com­
fortably with Allen, with a bottle of oowalip wine and lOme 
sweetmeats before them. She 8&Ys Allen coloured up very 
much when the Colonel's face waa seen prying in at the 
window but she wae quite hardened benelf. 1 think she 
ia the happm penon I know, such constant gay spirits 
and such little things give her 10 much enjoyment . . . 

Madamt SUmot&di 10 h.tr nitu Emma Wtdgwood. 

Jlay 3, 1835. 

... 1 think Anne'a Talu pa.rticularlyintereeting; they both 
robbed me of 60me of thoee precioul teart I am 110 chary of 
abedding. I prefer the fuet, there is greater purity &nd far 
gre&ter truth. Tht Admiral'" Daughter is deficient in both 
tbe6e qualities, and interesting &8 it ie, I can hardly forgive 
ite immorality. Neverthelese I should like to read. more 
by the .me author, and lIhall be sorry if indeed abe iI, ae 
sbe now feela, exhausted. I have reoelved the 1a.st Edi. 
b'K'V" too, and have again and again to thank my beloved 
Belly. If she is one-tenth part M prodig&l to othen ... 
abe is to me, abe will not reaerve for hcreelf enough even 
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for "a b.'porth of snuff, God bleas ber," as Montagul 
would say, but I say it witb more fervour and less 
affectation. 

Like you I do not know wberea,bouts you are in our 
history, so forgive me if I radoee.. Harriet [Surteell] wrote 
lately to your aunt Sara, and doubtlesS told her of our plan 
of going into Italy in August for a twelvemonth. For my 
own part, I quit my dear little Cbene and all its dumb in~ 
habitants with great pa.in. I hate moving, I hate travel~ 
ling. and already I have been crying over the warning I 
have given all the servants who have been crying too. 

We are going this evening to take leave of our great 
friend Lady Osborne, who goes to Irela.nd soon, and I 
take to her So cadeau for my door old friend Mrs Dillon. 
It is the first handsome present I ever made (that is to say 
handsome for my purse), and you oa.nnot think bow much 
happiness it gives me to ma.ke it-I am only afraid it will 
never reach her. It is a chain of gold enamel, nearly £15, 
and it is astonishingly cheap, I ha.ve seldom seen so ha.nd~ 
some a. one. My generous Sis. insists upon paying for it. 
but then I should not feel it my gift, so he shall not have 
that pleasure. 

In the autumn of this year Emma was three months away 
from home, pa.ying visits to CresseUy and elsewhere. 

Emma Wedgwood to he.r aunt Madame. Sismondi. 

Max, Nov. 29 [1835). 

... Aunt Fanny was in oharming spirits and oonversation, 
which was a. fresh pleasure to me every day. espeoia.lly in 
our walks, and she usoo to curl ber ha.ir with me. I liked 
renewing my recollections of Tenby, and it looked a.e bright 
and pretty 80S it used to when I was a. child. 

A Miss X. of this country is ma.king 8. great noise in the 

4t~ ~=ll o~S~~Twio~.7~~!8:J!'nd~~0!Ie~~~f J=n:!~:':fo: 
He had tried to Dlarry Sarah Wedgwood. it Wall always Iillppol!6d for her money. but at what date d066 not appear. 

, h 
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world. She has been in love with her father 's coachma.n for 
10 years and ill now quite resolved to marry him. Her 
fa.ther is in despair about it, and BaYs he will &hoot him.8elf 
if sbe does, lind he and the other sisters are IIQ ill tha.t they 
think they will die of it. The ooachma.n is drunken and a. 
bad ma.n, and engaged to the cook. but Miss X. raoul-ina 
quite steady in her purpose and as she is 26 nobody can stop 
her •.• ,1 

Fanny Allen wrote to Emma. (Ma.rch 2. 1836): " Did I 
tell you wha.t success your beasts met with at the school t 

!th:ll~ ~~~~:~~:Idd ~~a:~~ ~!;t~~ra l~:n~o:~~ 
sized, any leisure time of YOUTS, and let them be by you for 
any opportunity tht may ba.ppen in the next Ii or 6 months. 
The beasts your a.cqua.intance here a.re all well. Clio wins 
her way with everyone. John's partioular love to you. 
You have wan his heart oompletely." 

Theae .. bea.ste" were cut out in paper, for which a.rt 
my mother had & particuIa.r talent, though I remember 

p~&:,be;:: ~~h~h~~~~, who had never had good :=:% ~:a~~i~r s~~= at Shrewsbury, where she had 

Fanny AUen to her nieu Emma Wedgwood. 

My DBAB E.a!::au, CnzSIlELLT, Ap. 26. 1836. 

We were totally unprepared for the intelligence 
from Shrewsbury yesterda.y, it 800ms yet to me like & 

painful dream tha.t m&kes me restless. One's under­
standing as well as one's eyes a.re holden sometimes with 
regard to the illness of those dear to one; and it h808 been 
80 in this instance more tha.n in any other ca.se I ever 
remember. Almost every word &nd action of hers during 
the past winter is before me, and I can think and speak of 
nothing else; and my own foolish blindness is before me 

lif~. Stsh!~v~ ':!oo~jjngXio w:!r ~!eb=d~ ::::E:~d ~~~ht:: 
her ohildren in the lame rank. 
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too. There never waa such ardent and unbounded. a.fJeation 
.. in her; it aeemed a8 if her religious feelinge had given her 
a power of loving unknown to leas pioua cb&ractera. The 
last teo months have carried away with them a. treuuro of 
affection, of tenderneM. and of religioua example to us. I 
truat tbe prayers of these two dear Biatenl for WI may be 
heard. t.nd tha.t we may join them in • very few yean. 

w!t~i~~1t°\~l6 ~~t:e;~l,"::le ~~!:~ 
They remind me of her later letters; they are written in the 
eame oa.sua.l. C&releas 8tyle, often giving • picture of the 

:=:1~ "t~l~e~e~~w~!t ~~:rd~~u:,~U!o·:::' 
Emma went to the Manchester Festival this year and 

h6&rd MaJ.ibran, who made an undying impre88ion on her. 
She often spoke of her ohnn as quite unequalled, and 

:~~v~i!~P=~:~ io~h~:li:!l~~~::e:~ 
staying with her cousin Charlotte 18&&0 (r&d HollAnd), at 
Renwick. There abe heard Clara Novello. 

EmmG W tdgwood to 4f!r .n.d~,.-i","lot.C M" B tmlt.igl 
Wodgwood. 

Clara has 8uoh & Bimple dawdling little voice and way of 
speaking, one feels quiu, surprised. tha.t luch sounds ca.n 
oome out of her.- There is something quite tr&gical in poor 
Malibran', death (23 Sept., 1836] especially after having 
teen her singing away 10 few days be1ore. Mrs NoveDo, 
who is an acquaintance of Charlotte's. told ber tbat as soon 
.. ever Malibmn Wa.IJ dead, de Beriot (her husband) set off 
to Brussels without even leaving a aervant with the body.­
It i.e hardly possible that he should not bAve cared for ber. 
I bave been wiBhing to have you for a oompanion at theee 
oonoorta 80 much . .. . 

1 Caroline. Hr. Dre1l'e. bad died in 18315 • 
• Qan NneDo 11''' then .. girl of eighteen, but ilhe " .. al.rud1 

~~~~~~UUaPbe~:!*hl::mu:.:~".yto 
BruaeelI to aeowe her properv." GroY&, Di4. oJ ltC ..... 
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Theee feativall were an immellJe joy to hm all through 
her youth, and in tb.iI way ahe heard a. ~ood deal of the beet 

B~i~~e ~~~h~-:e;~;~~:~c:n~oo.s/ tha:t~ee!~i~~o~ 
her aelf-oontrol WIUI when Cl&rA Novello sang the 8010 vene 
of God Sa" 'Ae Qtum at the opening of the Cryetal Palace. 
My mother broke down then And lObbed audibly. The 

='Q::n e:!~~~rilln:X~~t.~~~~:f~ 
volume of the rich aoprano voice, luatained and round and 

~~~n:n~b~ TOyage round the world 
in Ootober, 18se. 

01w.rlu Danci" to Ai. "ncle J o.tiaA W t.dgtoood. 

My Dail. UNCL&, [Suuwuuu, au. 6Q. 18S8J. 

The Beagle arrived on Sunday evening and I reached 
home late l&8t night. My he.ci is quite oonfused with 80 

much delight, but I ca.nnot allow my eiaten to tell you first 
how happy I am to 600 all my de&!' friends again. 

I am obliged to return in three or four dAY8 to London 
when the Beagle will be pa..id off, and then I Ihall pAy 
Shrew8bury • longer visit. I am most anxioull once again 
to 600 Ma.er and all its inhabitants, 80 that in the coUtee 
of two or three weeb I hope in person to thank you, lUI 

being my First Lord of tbe Admite.lty.l I am aovery happy 
I hardly know what I am writing. 

Believe me, 
Y OUt most affectionate nephew, 

CJu.s. DARWIN. 

Remember me most kindly to aunt. Beuy and all at. 
door Moor. 

Caroline Darwin added on the I&Dle sheet: 

My DUB ELUABJ:'l'H, 
Charles is oome bome 80 little altered in loob from 

what he wal five years ago and not a bit changed in hie 

I It .U, .. before u.id, hit uocle', ioftoenoe .lIioh had iodlloed 
hit f.1.her ~ ooneent to hia joioilll the .B.GgIt. 
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own dear self. He had landed. at Falmouth on Sunday 
evening, and travelled. night and day till he came to 
Shrewsbury late mst night. We heard nothing of him till 
this morning, when he wa.lked in just before brea.kfaat. 
We have had the very happiest morning-Charles so full 
of affection and delight at seeing my father looking so 
well and being with us all again. 

He is looking very thin but well-he was so much pleased 
by finding your 8.Ild Charlotte's kind notes ready to re­
ceive him. I shall indeed enjoy, my dear Eliz., going to 
Maer with him. How happy he will be to see you all again. 
When I began this letter I did not know he would feel 
tranquil enough t.o write hiInself, but he said he must be 
tbe first to tell uncle Jos of his arrival. He feela 80 very 
grateful to uncle Jos and you all, and ba.s been asking a.bout 
every one of you. 

Now we have him really again at home I intend to 
begin to be glad he went this expedition, and now I can 
allow be has gained happiness and interest for the rest of 
his life. Good·bye, dear Eliz. It is pleasant to write to 
those who sympathise 80 entirely with us. 

Emma Wedgwood to h.er lIister-in,.law Mrs He:nsleigh. 
WodjJwood. 

M.J.mt, Monday [Oct. 1836J • 

. . . We are getting impatient for Charles's arrival. 
We all ought to get up a little knowledge for him. I 
have taken to no deeper study than Capt. Head's gallop\ 
which I have never read before. I am afraid it won't 
instruct me mucb. Charles seems to have been much 
struck with the sight of Hensleigh walking up the street 
with a bandbox in one hand and a cbild in the other. He 
seems to have nearly settled in favour of living at Cam­
bridge, which is a. pity for Erasmus's sake; but I should 
feel sure tha.t Charles would like Ca.mbridge best, BS he has 
a particular spite to London I believe .... 

I Sir Francia Head'8 RapidJ()1£7'M)" aero .. tllePampat, publlihed 
in 1828. 
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I took to gardening at a great rate. I think one enjoys 
being alive more in that sort of late autumn fine weather 
than at any other time of the year. Good-bye, my dear F. 

Emma Wedgwood w hu .nster-in-law Mrs Hfmleigh 
W<dgwood. 

MuB, Jl!mday [NOlI. 21, 1836] • 

. We enjoyed Charles's visit uncommonly. We had 
been very handsome in inviting all the outlyers of the 
family to meet him, and the last morning the chaise from 
Tern Hilll did not oome, and we persuaded them to stay. 
and had just made ourselves comfortable and pI.a.nned a 
walk when the chaise arrived. However we got them to 
let us send itofJ, though Caroline felt it to be rather naughty, 
and we had a very nice snug day of them to ourselvea. 
Charles talked away most pleasantly all the time; we plied 
him with questions without any mercy. Harry and Frank 
made the most of him and enjoyed him thoroughly. Caroline 
looks 80 happy and proud of him it is delightful to soo her. 
We had her a whole month, and I never enjoyed a visit of 
hers eo much; she WQ.8 80 very nice and settled berseU more 
at home here than usual. 

Charles was quite angry with Clw.rlotte's picture. He 
studied it many times to see if he could find any likeneB8 
and said: "I hope to fate she is not like that picture." I 
suppose he has rather a poetical idea of her, for the picture 
is certainly very like. 

Elizabeth Wwgwood to her aunt Madame SiMl1Ondi. 

My DUR JESSIlC, M.u:R. Dec 14. {lS36]. 

I received your dear letter while our pleasant guests 
were with UII. I never saw Wlcle Allen looking better nor in 
better spirits in my life. His perpetual pleasant and sweet 
looks and merry laugh were quite delightful to see and hear. 

1 Tern Hill, on the road to Shrewsbury. 
18 
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He enjoyed very much aeeing my mother 80 well and ga.y, 
and she wa.s exhilarated by his oompany in a ma.nner that 
she would not have been e&pa.ble of two or three ye&n ago. 
'l'hey had a merry ba.ttle a.t whist every night, in which 
numberless old ecraps of BOngs used to come forth from the 
extraordina.ry etore--hou&es of both their memories, and 
enquiries about people so long gone by, that the wonder W&8 

how they even recollected their names .. 

Em,mIJ, Wedgwood to her ai8tef"~in-law Mra Henaleigh 
Wedgwood. 

~ 8~. 17Q Dee .. 1838. 

• 1 • We are in /JUch a. diBsipa.ted humour that we have 
actually invited the Mainwaringe &nd Mrs Moreton for next 
W edneeda.y, and then we shall be clear of the world for a 
year to come. 

Catherine tells me they are very anxious to ba.ve your 
and Hensleigb's real opinion of Ch&rlee'a journal. I am 
convinoed Dr Holla.nd is mi.et&ken if be thinks it not 
worth publishing. I don't believe he is any judge 88 to 
what i.e amusing or interesting. Cath. doee not approve of 
its being mixed. up with Capt. Fitzroy's, and wants it to be 
put aJ.together by itself in an Appendix.! 

I envy you Mr Scott's leotures. If he makes you under~ 
stand the Epistle to the Romans I shall think. him a great 
genius. We had a very moo visit from Godfrey.' It was 
pleaaa.nt to see how fond he is of his little maid, he alwa.ys 
8ILved some dessert or aaked for some for her. His only 
bon. mot Wag enqull'ing what papa's overalle: were and. 8ILying, 
.. Are they to prevent his hurting his knees when he tumbles 

1 The Journal WM originally published in 1899 all vol. ill. of the 

r.~~c!:d ?!~~11;~~:l~/11':26!j~~:.'~ ~A!=: 
!loCp~ ~{'lit:dary r::·J~iy. ~~j! =t:~~Th.:o:= 
that of any of my other boob." 

I Godfn.ly Woo.gwood .... ..., now jut upon four yea.n old; Amy 
hiI fliater Wall I6Veoteen months. 
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down 1" I began teaching him to read, which he did not 
much lib but never rebelled. .. 

Emma Wtdgwood to her 8wltr~in--law Mrs Hensleigh 
WW;wood. 

I, ATROLL CRzeoNT, EDIlI'BUB(IH, 
Ttcudoy [Ja,.. !-i, 1837] . 

. . . We found Harriet [Gifford] ble.zing with gas in a 
handsome bouse, &lld ebe gave ue a very pleasant. cordial 
reception. We are quite sorprized at the wonderful civility 
of all Hamet's friends, calling upon us and inviting us out 
just as if we were I!Omebody. a.ud I think their manners are 
I!O much more civil and cordisl than English people's. We 
he.ve the Celtic ball on Friday and that ill all our gaiety 
at present. We found all the family here just recovering 
from the influenza. and looking ill. 

Godfrey's picture turned out very successful; llr Holmes1 

has carried him off and means to put him in the Suffolk St. 
exhibition. It iA much more beautifully painted than Mr 
Richmond, butI don't believe he baa 80 much talent. Indeed 
be is lucb a perfect little idiot that one can't .imagine how he 
ha.s II6JUIO enough to do anything. He used to say, "I'm 
just a going t-o waJ.k. round your bea.utiful river" [meaning 
the pool), till one day Shot fell upon him a.nd tore hiB cheek, 
a.nd he would not venture out again. We "Were very I!Orry 
for the poor little man, for the hight put him quite out of 
spirit8, a.nd I don't think he will ever venture to fa.oe 8. dog 
again, &8 he aeeDl8 to tb.ink they have 8. particular spite t-o 
bim. And I tb.ink it mut be 10, or what could bave poe­
sessed Shot ~ Lord Gifford is coming next week, which I 
&m aorry for, &. I hate. boy of thatage (19], one ha.nothing 
to uy to them. I don't think I Bh&U w&nt &ny clothes but 

I Jaroe. Rolmee (l777-1860), water·oolou:r and miniature painter. 
lie had many diat.inguilhed sitters, IWlOnget othen Lord B)TOll. 
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• bonnet, which 1 have got, ... I don't upect many ball&; 
.nd I have a new mOlIin which will do lor two or three. 

Emma Wedgwood to Au .tiIUM.lato JI". Hnwl~lg" 
Wtdgv:ood. 

Hila (MG, %3, 1837J. 

. . . Di.eputee run very high here upon the subject of 
Yiold.l Some of the party are quite convinced it ia written 
by a woman and have aome 8uapiciona it i& Mra Marah. 
Sbe act.ed. very well when abe W&I here if it ia hen, and did 
not abow the leaat intereet on the aubject. I think it is 
much too clever fOT the a.uthor of the two la.et old men [Old 
Mm', Taka). Aunt Fanny [Allen] ia in a. ra.pturc with 
Sartor and fee18 quite convinced that TeufeladrOckh ia meant 
for Coleridge. and we W&Dt to know from Eraemua whether 
Mr C&rlylewaa a friend of Coleridge's. She thinks alllbe oon­
versation' and thoup.t. a.re 10 uactlylike Coleridge. For 
my part. it iI suah very bard reeding that I think I mOlt give 
it up. 

Godfrey', d.iIllke to read.iDg continuee qnite alanning. 
&Dd I am obliged: to coax down h.i8 leMon with a French 
plum or IOmethi.D(C of that nature. I ahall be very curioua 

, YNUt" ""-" a p&theUo DOYel that. hacla pMt IUCIOe& 
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to know whether Susa.n and Catherine [Darwin] reaDy like 
Mill M&rtmeau-I erpect they will. They seem to take 
very kindly to their otber sister. 

We find PichDid: not at aU too low for our taste, and 
it reads aloud muoh better tban to oneself. 
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CRAPrER XX 

1837-1838 

Josiah Wedrood'B engagement to Caroline Darwin-The SiBmondia 
at Pe&CI_A tour in the Apenninee--Mn Norton .t Creuell, 
-Emma at Shrewsbury and Onibury-Henaleigh rOOgnt hie 
Police Hagistraoy-A family mooting in Pari&-Bro'. illneflfl. 

THE following letter was written just a.fter the enga.gement 
of Josia.h Wedgwood to his cousin Ca.roline Da.rwin. He 
was 42, and she wa.e 37 years old. Hill mother bad longed 
for this to happen thirteen years ago. 

Emma W Wgwood to her 8i8kr EUzabdh W Mgwood, 
at Onibury. 

My DEAR ELIZ., lb.EB., Sunday {In J1Jl.y, 1837]. 

On Friday I went directly after hrea.kfe.st on the 
pony to tell aunt Sarah the good news, and took a nice little 
note of Jos's to her, which was rapturous enough to please 
her very much. Later in the day I went to Sea.bridge [the 
Harry Wed.gwoods] time enough to have a talk with them 
before dinner. Jos had caJ.led in bia way to Etrnria to tell 
them, which had pleased them. He was 80 agitated he 
couid h&rd.ly teU them. 'rhey were very much surprised, and 
I was wrong in my notion that it had come into their heads. 
They were very full of joy and sympathy. I should have 
been dreadfully put to to help telling the ToIlets, but luckily 
Harry saved me that a.gony by telling hi.msclf. Eliza and 
Je.ssie [Wedgwood] thought of a delightfu1 little scheme 
for me, which I am going to put in pr&otice by their kind 
help in coming to take ca.re of MaDl.Dl8o, viz. to go to Shrews-



11:"-1IJas] Jos and Caroline Engaged 

bury for. few da.ys. It. will be eo very nice to see them 
while it is M) fresh. They preMed me 110 wa.nnJ.y to go that 
1 do Dot belieftl they feel the leaet unea.aineea .bout being 
with Ifam.ma. 

Joe i.e in a.n agony of impatience, a.nd ttaid to me yeater­
da.y: '" I have sent another hurrying letter to Fra.nk, but 
whether bo CODl88 or not, I ehall go and lea.ve the Worb 
to tbelll&elvee, for I cannot bear to stay a.ny longer." He 
bad your letter in hia hand, and eaid &omething half finished 
with grea.t feeling, about not having ea.id balf enough in hill 
letter to you, I understood. I uked to see your letter, 
"'ruch be sbowed me, tca.ring off the beginning; which 
maw Ole long to toe what he wrote to you, &8 I guess wha.t 
it .u. It i. delightful to fIOO how much atta.ehed he is to 
her. Whenever I have taJ.ked to him alone he bas burst 
out, in • way &8 i1 he could not conta.in himself, about her 
exquisite charm. What did she say to him! I shall die 
i1 I never know. I tried to m,ke him tell me, but he was 
too cute for that. I long to talk it over with dear Charlotte. 
If I h&ve the goodnesa in me I shall return home on Thurs­
day, but .. I C&I1 hear every day by the coach now the 
railra.d is open, I might poeIi.bly stay three nighta. Tell 
me if you think I bad the le6et better not, as two daJ1l will 
quite .. tidy me. I shall 80 enjoy seeing them. I think 
doar Caroline will be pleued with some things I ca.n tell 
her. 

The Siamondis were now at Peeoia, making the long stay 
~~!:!y ;re,.Jm:::! ~t~~:~.cbapter. HM'riet Surtee8 and 

.Emma Alktt. to Mr ni«:e EliUJ.bdh Wdgwood. 

V ALCIIlUa& [hscul, Jwy 1 {t8l7). 

. . . Jessie', great dee.fness preventa conversation being 
ha.lf eo agreeable and gay with her &8 it used to be; but 
tho' ebe is not merry &8 she used to be, it is a great point 
that she ia not mela.ncholy. She is calm I\I1d lJWeet &8 ever, 



280 A Century of Family Letters [CILU'. xx 

a.nd ever will be one of the aweetest. beings the aun ever 
abone on. I IIUlipect it it with no small pleuure 
Siamondi t.nticipate& having hi.a wife to himaelf thia autumn 
a.nd winter; it is a treat that he haa been very long without, 
and I feel it has been bard on him to have seen 110 much 
of people he could never get .. taste (or, no more than they 
could for bim. But it is a great comfort for me to observe 
how perfect Jessie's affection is for him. He is quite 
sufficient for her happiness, Md. ahe adOptli with such 
admirable grace all his tastes and even his whims. I believe 
there is one thing keeps me out of his favour, which is I 
cannot rc&d up to what be writee. I cannot admire or 
approve of all his notions, and he is too sensitive for me 
to daze to criticise them. He appears to me the moat 
conaervative man I know, as far a8 cherishing old ways, 
or what I should call old a.bu8e8, and opposing all improve­
ment. Not oven infant schools and &&vings-ba.nks escape 
hil eondemnation, while beggary meets with his strenuous 
support. Of course the preaent atate of distress in tho 
trading world confirms him in his 8yatem,l and I fancy his 
pen is going full tilt on the subject. But he has mcb a.n 
intemperate horror of cotton manufa.cture that be could 
not be&r my &&ying it had added to tbe comfort of our poor 
in giving them eheets in their beds, which in my youth few 
of them knew. . . 

MadafM Silmcmdi to M:r nitet Emma Wedgwood. 

PalJcu., 18 J~y. 1837 . 

. . . Dear Joe, how heartily I wish him health and long 
life to enjoy the happine88 his wise choice bas insured. 
His exceasiv6 modesty has always kept him ignorant ho .... 
tenderly he was loved. I dare &&y be does not know tha.t 
he hM eJways boon the deareet of my nephews, that I have 
still by me the few long and aflootiona.te letters he ever wrote 
to me, and that. in '35, I read over what he had 'Written in 

I See p. 129 for hill viewl on Political Eoonomy. 
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'16. I beg too you will give my love to dea.r Caroline 
D&nri.n. May abe be rew.ro.ed for hor acceptance of our 
Joo by being the fondeet loved and h .. ppiee:t wife on earth. 

Mondoy 17. I am a little quieter to-<lo.y though just &/I 

glad, but I can proceed. to other matten, and to begin I 
will tell you that last 'Week the thermometer here was 00 
Ml.d .. bove. We (not one of us as you know very yoothy) 
116d the courage to under1.a.ke a riding excursion in the 
mountains, whioh anewered entirely. Our first sane· 
tua.ry, VaJlombl'08&, was beyond my expectationa beautiful. 
I give you no deecription for tha.t's a. bore, but the water 
there was clear and delicious, better than cha.mpa.gn8; tho 
dinner moat excellent, and the fragra.nt hay &Centing the 
whole air. 

At Camaldoli we were received much in the sa.me way 
a.s at Vallombrosa. Our guide said the monkB were there 
more .. fLIDOroe.i," and to indeed we found them. Sismondi 
found a friend Wldor his white cowl, a. Peecia.tino, a. clever 
and "enlightened" Ulan. The white monu seemed the 
a.ristocracy of the monkish orden, wo were struck with 
the personal beauty of mAlly. Tbey were all l .. t and 
blooming; I guess not much given to rigid fast.ing. At 
V.uombrosa they were in black, a.t La. Verna in ragged 
brown, and dirty and poor looking, &8 if tbe aervants of tbe 
two other orders. These la.at are supported entirely by 
begging; yet about 200 persons s.re daily fcd at the convent. 
Ii is rather 006t1y to go from convent to oonvont, but it is 
.. deligbtful tour to make. for they are &lways placed. in 
Italy bigh and beautifully. 

}fOND.iT [GUAT lIULBOKOUGlf STRKZT, 

My DUB. ELUA.8IrTH, 
28.Av,. 18371. 

I am very mucb obliged to you for thinlcing of 80 
plea.aant a pa.rty &8 the Mll6ic Meeting would have been to 
me. It would have been like the never-to-be-forgotten 
(one) many yOM'S ago. But I find 1 cannot lea.ve London: 



282 A Century of Family Letters [OHA.l'. xx 

oonaider the infinite importance to a young autbor of his finrt, 
proof·sbeete. You will aay I &ID utterly unworthy. when 
I tell you that I think I would sooner pay Maer a quiet 
visit, than hear all the drums &nd fiddles in the world to..­
gether. . . To write a book I do not doubt is a very grand 
thing, but there ought to be a deal of aatisfaction from 
some eolll'<:e to repay one for all one 108e8. Wha.t a. waste 
of life to atop aU summer in this ugly Marlborough Street, 
and see nothing but the MOle odious house on the opposite 
side. as ofum as ODe looks out. I long to pay Shrewsbury 
a visit, and pray recollect I have put your most good 
n&tureci invitation a little furtber back in the autumn when 
1 will be quite free . Give my love to all at Ma.er and 
believe me, dea;r Elli.a.beth, 

Yours affectionately. 
C:nAm.zs DAnwUf. 

Fu""y AUm to her niece Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

CiwloULLY, 8~. 28tA [1837J. 

You will not gue98 wbom we are expecting here to-day, 
80 I may 0.8 well tell you. You know we are not fa.stidiouB 
in the morals of our lady friends from tbe example of the 
Countese Guiccioli, and 1Ilrs Norton is our expected guest. 
ChaTlee Brinsley Sberidan oomes with her, and a Mrs Barton, 
who ha.s been sta.ying at Tenby this Bummer. John [Allen] 
met thia party e.t Baugh's two days ago, and &Skeel them 
bere, after seeing tbe dock·ya.rd a.nd la.uncb to day-Baugh 
of couree is master of the ceremonies. Lady Cawdor has 
been staying here these l&&t two days; sbe is just gone, but 
ahe said she should ha.ve had no objection to meeting 
Mra Norton at all. Though the tria.!l revealed a mode of 
going on that was ratber stra.nge and not altogether r&-

"i~h,?:J":ieJ~~ear ~o::':-en::yW~~~ :!ra:=r!~ 
~~ 'f! ~tP:O~O(k~~o~~bo:'d~!!~!:" ~u!~: fe~I!rD~kH~ 
B""",,,-
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.,ectab\e, her guilt or innocence abe put out of the qlHllt­
tion. . 

Our Iad* ue gone, and I have been a good deal amuaed 
on the wbole. Mra Norton is a very fine actrees, BCaroely 
inferior to Griai, I think. Her manner i. very striking, 
., perfectly still; which was strongly oontrasUld by her 
companion Mn Barton, who had all the flutter and un­
quietnHl of vanity, tha.t m06t restl088 of all feelings. 
Mrs N. iI very bea.utiful-tbe countena.nce of a Sybil. She 
Mng I8Ver&J 80np to ua,aome of her own compoaition, and 
Moore'a, and others; her Toice and manner of singing are 
quite perfect. I have not enjoyed .. nything ao much for a 
long time ... when !!be sat a.t the instrument. Mr Sheridan 
is a. aenaible m&D, but he t.a..lk8 little, and leaves the atage 
clea.r for his niece, who dOO8 her part incomparably, neither 
t:alking too much nor too little. Everything abe dOO8 or 
11&18 iI 80 perfectly aenaible and in good taste, and yet I 
!!bould 8&y abe i. not attractive. Mn Barton sails for 
Ireland to-night, but I Mould not be .urprised if we were 
to Bee Mrs Norton and Mr Sheridan here a.ga.in; they etay 
a fortnight longer at Tenby. 

Baugh is in very good spirit6 and ill fully occupied ad­
milWltering advice and conrlort to Mn Norton, who haa 
earned away the beam of Ha.rry and .Johnny [Fanny 
AlIen'a nephewa]. They a.l'e wild with enthusiaam. Her 
singing carried aD before it .. 

Emma WMgwood to 1u:r ,;,tu-in--law M" HtMltigh 
W<dgwood 

My DLU\ FUNY, OlfJ1ltJaT. Britloy {3 Not/" 1837). 

I Bet out on my travela Ja.at Tueeda.y week and got 
to Shrewebury. Suaan ... at WoodhoUI6, but I had 
plenty of ple&l&nt ta.1k with Catherine, and Susan came 
home on Friday. She ha.d been to the birth-day ILl. 
Wynnat&y, wmob it the grandeet thing t.b .. t CAn be seen; 
more than 200 people aitting down to a ma.gnificent dinner 
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upon pt.te &nd &. ball and IUpper .tterwarda. The pole of 
their e&rriage waa broken in ooming to the door, 110 they 
were rather in a quandary. Everybody went away but 
thoee who were ata.ymg in the house, when young Sir 
Watkin, who was verytipsy,oftered them bis chariot, which 
they thankfully acoopted. It wae rather a squeeze and 
Susan came home litting at the bottom of the carriage . . . 
I find a week long enough at Shrewebury, as one geta rather 
fatigued. by the Dr's talk, especiaUy the two whole hoW'8 
just before dinner. It is beat to be there in the middle of 
8ummer, a8 ODe haa more Bitting out with the girle. The 
Dr blLS been a.s plea.aant aa poB81ble. and I nevel 8&W (him 
enjoy] anything 110 much a.s Susan's acoouot of all her 
pieties. . . . The daY' have been paeeing very snugly 
since I came to Onibury. I quite enjoy the novelty of 
reading a good deal. and bve the luck of finding Soott', 
life here and several books I wanted. to read. CharJee 
[Langton]'. handa a.re very full of busineSll, what with the 
organ, setting up a bath in his dre&8ing-room with a patent 
invention of his own for pumping up hot water. altering the 
kitchen grAte and all the other grat.ea in the houae. with 
another patent invention to avoid draughta. the oow being 
confined !le., he is very buey. and hae only time to study a 
little of Pid:,cit:l: between whiles. Charlotte is getting a 
proper degree of intel'88t a.bout the oows, and is very 
dutifully gone thia morning to I'lOO the new-born caU. 
A dinDet'-party is gradually brewing here. but it t&k61 80 

much IICrewing up of their courage that it will not happen in 
my time. 

Poor [Harriet] Martineau 800mB going down the hill 
with Henllleigh and Erasmus. 80 I hope you will stick by 
her. The Dr rood the first artiolein the Wutmin.ttu Rtt1ittol 
before he knew it waa not hers. and wuted a great deal of 
good indign.ation. a.nd even now be can hardly believe it 
is not hent. I am sorry to 8&y I wish to read the Vieor oj 

I The arliele ia a p&llliooate oa11 to the Radioall to rille apinat the 

~al1-::' to"~ee~:~t~1n~~~~!'!! ~i::::t~heOOh7~ 
Bill. We had no faith in t.he Reform Bill withou.t the Ballot." 
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WruAill. Is it 80 bad that one would be &Shamed to own 
to having read. it 1 for my mora.lity extend. no further than 
tbat. HeMleigh's letter was sent on here a.nd you may be 
sure we made much of it, as it wa.a a day of incessant rain, 
110 that I bad a little too much leisure time for my studie.. 
Good-bye, my dear Jfanny. send me some child.ren-t&lk. 

Henaleigb bad fonowed his father's wiah08 and had Dot 
thrown up hia Police Magistracy in 1834.; but he now felt 
that he could no longer constrain his conscience. The 1086 of 
the lnoome W&8 a most serious one to bim and his family. 
and mMnt their being reduced. to live On £4.00 a year. 

r::,{ ;:~:n~ ~t :=~tt~: ct~e n~~Y8b::e~re the 

Fa"ny Allen to Mr nieu Elizabu! Wtdgwood. 

My DIIU ELlf.ABBTH, CRuuuJ'. ~. 11, 1837. 

I have received a sweet letter from Fanny, t.elli.ng 
us of Hensleigh', dooiaion. He has done his part nobly, 
for 1 cannot doubt that thia paWle of four yean haa been a 
III!IoClrifioe made to biB wife and family, and .. compleat trial 
of the truth of hiB inward guide. It ia aleo an aasuranoe. 
as it seems to me, that his first decision W&8 not a. hasty one. 
He must bave looked at the subject ten tbOUMnd times 
for once that any other person 1688 int.eroe:ted could bve 
done; and though I am very sorry that hiB conscience 
demands the aaerifioe, I feel when I think of him alone. 
that 1 am glad hia struggle .is over. Fanny ia the wife one 
would with him. and abe doee her pMt &I well as he does hill; 
and they will be rewarded., though it most probably may 
not be in pounds. ahillings and pence. I rejoice to hear from 
Fanny also that your father, who is the next person to be 
oonaideted. takes it 110 well. I should expect it from him. 
for Henalei&h baa been taught by b..i.8 p&nmt.&. It ill the 
6.rst tnat&noe I have known of a gre&t eacrifioo made to a 
Chriat.ia.n principle; 1 endeavour to check and keep down the 
expectaUon or hope of reward, but it will oorne, and I cannot 
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help it. I W808 very gLa.d to hear John [Allen] say, after 
reading Fanny's letter, which touched. him a good deal: 
"With these feelings Hensleigh could do no otherwise tha.n 
he ha.a done." He has commonly more worldly feelings 
than I like to see in him and he sometimes from want of 
thought gives them out before his children; but though he is 
exceedingly sorry for Henaleigh's decision he considers it a 
a. thing sealed and apa.rt from argument. When they get 
into your happy and peaceful harbour, I trust all the painful 
or painfullest part of their trial will be over .. 

Do not fail to give my ' affectionate love to Joe and 
Caroline when you see them. How does your mother take 
it 1 Ever dearest Elizabeth and Emma, 

Yours entirely, 
F. ALLEN. 

I think you will all have a. delightful winter together. 

At the end of the Sismondis' long stay in Haly, before 

=~f~~a; g:~h~!:~~ t~~k w~fe: ofa~:8;r:nda.sh~ 
daughter Isabella., Harry and Jessie Wedgwood, Emma. 
Wedgwood and Catherine Darwin all made a trip to() Pe.ria 
to meet them, and there spent about three weeks. 

Em1l'll.£ Wedgwood to her mother. 

My DEA.R MAMllA., BOOLOGNE, May 15, 1838, Sfmda:y. 

Here we a.re safe and sound a.fter a most excellent 
pa.&sa.ge. This morning we ha,ve ha.d our breakfast inter­
rupted only by running to tbe window to look at the dili­
gences going by. 

I will DOW go back to the beginning of our adventures. 
We had a. very pleasant drive to Birmingham, Harry in a 
rapture with the green meadows full of yellow flowers aU 
the way. We set off by the ra.ilwa.y a.t 9 next morning, 
arrived at Rugby at II!, and got into a coach without the 
least bustle. We found our four hotU'8 in the coach 80 far 
more fa.tiglling tba.n the rest of the journey that we advise 
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aWlt Harriet t.o come by the railroad after aU. 1 • •• The 
beD8'Vo1ent will aU rejoice to bear that we reaUy got to the 
1M, 0/ Lyou. It was very pretty and charming. and M.a­
cret.dy man.r.ged to make hinuleU look quite young and lovely. 
It .... great piece of good fortune and one duly a.ppre-­
oia.ted by me .. 

Emnw Wedgwood to her aunt Madam/! Si8m<mdi. 

[lha], JtUg 21, 1838. 

I 8.1!11Jure you I fOWld myeeU rather flat and dull after 
all my dieaipation and pleaaure, but we ha.ve had such &. 
IIIOber quiet fortnight to oUl"llelfti tha.t I am tobered now. 
&lid c&.n l"Nd my book. The beginning of my atay in 
London WM vf!1r'! pleuant till poot Bro fell ill. Robert 
Mackintosh WM vrlrf bright a.nd p1eua.nt, and dined with 
UII or came in the n'ening"tJrY day, and Charles [Darwin] 
used to come from next door, 10 we were & very plea.sa.nt, 
merry party. Robert is working very hArd writing at his 
oftioe, whatever that may be, for nobody but Harry ventUI'M 
to ask him; and I W&8 amuaOO. to tee wha.t a quantity of 
pumping it took to get a IItrait aniJJWef from him. The 
Hensleigha and 1 went on the Sunda.y to Woolwich, which 
I enjoyed partioularly. Not entirely Mr ScoU'a merit, but 
it WM a beautiful day, and StIch a pretty place and & ruoo 
drive, but I did like Mr Scott'll BenDOD very much. Mr 
Ca.rlyle dined with UB in Marlborough St. which you won't 
care about. I did. not hear much of wha.t he &aid, 
but his look ill quite remarkably pleasa.nt, and he hu 
tbe mORt IItraitforward manner in the world and taIb 
tbe broadest. Sootc.b. . Then poor Bra fell ill, and we 
tbought of little else. I never saw .ncb eelf-oomma.nd &8 

Fanny's, managing to look cheerful alro06t all da.y except. 
ea.rl7 in the morning. when she waa overdone with the 
night'. watching. She looked very miaerable the morning 

I 'I'biI _ Probab11 [mlU', dnlt uperie.oCG of .. rail ..... y. The 
tr .. Y~ would _10 to lUI Vfl~ IIow, 2i hoUR to get. from Bir. 
wiD&haw lo Rugby, a jouruey which it DOW dObe iu '6 or 60 mllllltoi. 
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I ca.me Ioway, Bitting on the bed wlIotehing his poor little 
miserable face, which was enough to make &llybody cry to 
look at. It was the only time I saw her orying. The day 
we aJ.m.08t expected to hear of his death, a letter came to 
say he had rallied and taken to food and had laughed. 
You may mncy how happy we were. Your letter came in 
that happy morning too. 

I have been meeting Monsieur Sismondi's no.me very 
often 1e.tely in Wilberforce's Lift, with expOO88ions of great 
respect. I am disappointed in the Life. His dull sons 
have put in suoh 0. quo.ntity of repetition that one is quite 
weary of the same religious sentiment repeated 60 times 
over in nea.rly the same words. And they ba.ve been very 
spiteful about poor old Clarkson, who is blind and 80 years 
old, which I think might bve made them ca.reful not to 
hurt him, and one feels very sure their fa.ther never would. 
Wilberforce's letters, I think, are not very agreeable or clever, 
but very sweet (in a good sense). 

Elizabeth's smart gown is much admired a.nd just the 
becoming colour. She has worn it twice which shews she 
is getting extra.va.gant. The first time, I must own, I W38 

obliged to be rather strict with her to make her put it on. 
I bve been perpetro.ting a. pra.ctical joke with Elizabeth's 
help, the first we were ever guilty of in our lives. We 
have been writing a letter from d'EooMgoyen to Uncle 
Allen proposing a visit to Creseelly. There were some 
beautiful sentences in it extra.cted from a. real letter of 
his to Harry which arrived not long ago. I am not sure 
that it will come very apropos if Uncle Allen is not quite 
recovered from the gout. 

Emma We.dgwood to heT aunt MadatlK Sismondi. 

H~. NmJ. 1. 1838. 

How happy you must feel that all fear of war is over.1 
1 don't at all underst&nd the merite of the ca.ae, but I admire 

1 See p. 130. 



1837-1838] T1'eacle-posset 

the spirit of 10 small a state &8 Geneva .tanding up against 
great big Fmnoo .. . . 

I bave been gadding again. 1 went with Misa Morgan to 
Bmtol to visit Mrs Harrison, who was Ellen Acland. I 
thought a8 I had a comfortable eeoort both waya I would do 
a piece of friendship once in a way, and it answered very 
well. 1 enjoyed lOme rides on thoee beautiful downs. 
Certainly riding is a different thing there to what it is here 
along the road8 and betwoon the hedgee. 

I met with a great mWortune Urday in my nice new 
Parisian merino gown, which I waa wearing almost for tbe 
firflt time. I was carrying .. great can of treacl&-poeaet 
to an old woman and turned it over upon my Bounce. ] came 
home rt!other sticky and dejected. hut I find it will wash out 
and be none tbe worse. I tell you this interesting event 
because I know you hate elopping your gowns 90 much. 
Our pretty neighbour MisA Mainwaring is going to be married 
to a Mr Coyney. It is plea.sant the Mainwarings being 80 
uDeooiable. They never &Bk U8 to dinner but once a year 
and bardly ever oall, whioh is very comfortable. Our last 
neighbours there used. to invite UB muob too often .. 

2ND OJ' J'tBST V01;UV'lf 
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Serene 1rill be ou:r cIa,... ADd bright. 
ADd happy 1rill Oul' nature be. 
When love .. aD 1UlN'I'iD& upt. 
ADd joy it. own 1MICUIit,r. 
ADd they a bliMful ooune may hold 
Even noll'. lI'ho, not unlrieely bold, 

Lin in the IIpirlt oj th1I creed: 
Yet leek th,6nn luppon, aoootding to their need. 

WOBDaWOHD f (}1M N~. 
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A CENTURY OF FAMILY LEITERS 

CHAPTER I 

1838-1839 

Chuiee and Emma engaged-Dr. Darwin', delight----Suburb8 Ver8UfJ 
London:-A letter from SiflIllondi-Houae.hunting. 

IT seems to have been in the Bummer of 1838 that my 
father determined to a.ek Emma. to be his wife. He W8.9 

t:~~~:8~a:ehia:!u!h~J! J~~Uul°~=, l:~/~f 
l!:~ro:~o~e:~n:: ~N~::~~:~?f~~a:y !ied:;~~' ~ 
written in his diary. The letters which follow show how 
wannly the engagement was received by friends and 
relatives alike. 

Olulrle8 Darwin to Charles MJell. 

SB::BJCWSBURY. 
My DEAD. LYELL, MMJday [12 NO()~. 1838]. 

I suppose you will be in Hart St. to-moITOw. the 
14tb. I write because I cannot a.void wishing to be the 
first person to tell Mrs Lyell and yourself tha.t I ha.ve the 
very good. and shortly since very unexpected fortune. of 
going to be married. The la.dy is my cousin, Miss Emma. 
Wedgwood, the sister of Hensleigh Wedgwood. and of the 
elder brother who married my sister, 80 we are connected 
by ma.niIold ties, besides on my part by the most sincere 
love and hearty gratitude to her for accepting such a one 
ae myself. 

I determined when last at Maar to try my chance, but _~ I 



A Century of Family LdJen (OllU. I 

I hardly expected lIuch good forlune would tum up for 
me. I shall be in town in the middle or ia.tter end of the 
ensuing week. I Cear you will My I might very well bYe 
left my story untold till we met. But I deeply fool your 
kindne615 and friendehip towards me, which in truth. I m&y 
"y, bu been one chief 8OUf'Ce of h&ppin.eas to me ever 
Bince my return to England: 80 you muat excuse me. 110m 
well i1ure, tha.t Mrs Lyell. who baa Iym.pa.thy for everyone 
near her. will give me her hea.rty congt6tu.la.tiona. 

Believe me my de&t Lyell. 
Youn m08t truly obliged. 

CnAs. D.i.RWIN. 

DUll WZDOWOOD, 8naWIBl1BT,13NOl'.I818. 

Emma having accepted Charles gives me &8 gree.t 
ha.ppineaa a8 JOB hving m&rried Caroline, and I cannot 
My more. 

On thAt marriage Bessy Baid sbe should not have had 
more pleaaure if it bad been Victoria, &nd you may M8ute 

ber I feel &8 grateful to ber for Emma, &8 if it bad been 
Martineau herself that Charles had obta.ined. Pray give 
my love to Elizabeth, I reM' I ought to condole with bet, 68 

the loss will be very great. 
Ever, dear Wedgwood, your &flectionate Brother, 

R. W. DARWIN. 

JoM!> Wolgooood to 1A Do""'o. 

My D:JU DoorolL, HUB., 13 NOIfJ., 1838. 

A good, ohea.rful. a.nd atIectiout6 da.ugbter js the 
greatest bleasing a. man can have, .fter a. ~ wif&-U 
1 could ha.ve given such a. wile to Ch .. rles without parting 
with a. da.ught.er there would ~ no dnlwba.ck {rom my 
entire mtisflloCtion in bestowing Emma. upon him. You 
lately ga.ve up .. daughter-it ill my turn now. At our 
timo of life our h&ppinesa must be in a. great meaaure re-
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tIeoted from our familiae. and I think there a.re few r.thera 
who have on the whole more cause to be u.wfied with the 
OODduct. and present ciroumatancee and future pl'08p60te of 
0111' families. I could have parted with Emm& to no one 
for whom I would eo 1000 and &0 entirely feel 808 a rather, 
I.Dd 1 r.ro happy in believing that Charles enterta.in8 the 
kindeBt feelings (or hia unclo-father. 

I propose to do for Emma what I did (or Charlotto Md 
for three of my 1IOllI, give Ito bond for £6,000, a.nd to allow 
her £<&00 a yeM', aa long as my income will 8upply it, 
.hich I have no I'6&l100 for thinking will not be as long a.a 
] Uve. 

Give my love to your fireside and believe me, 
AiIectionate1y yours, 

Josux WZDOWOOD. 

Mr DBAB UNCLIl, 
I have begged .. bit of Papa's letter to thank you 

from my heart for the delightful way in which you h&ve 
reoeived me into your family, and to thank my daar Mari&nno 
and Suean for their affectionate notes, which gave me the 
grea.t.eet piea8Ul'6. One of the tbinga th&t g&vo me mOlt 
happin688 is Charlee's thorough affection and value for 
Papa. I am, my dea.r uncle, yours affectionAtely, 

ElIOlAW. 

CluJrlu Darwi" 10 EmmtJ W~. 

SHUW!auay. W_~ Jl""""t 
My DUB. E)O[A, (14 HOff. 1838]. 

:Marianne and Susan will ha.ve told you what joy 
aad happi.nea8 the news gave aU here. We h&ve hd in­
numerable cogit.a.tiOD.J; and the ODe oonclusion I exult in is 
that there WM never a.nyone 80 lucky .. I ha.ve been, or 80 

pod .. you. Indeed. I can &88Ul'6 you, many times ainoe 
-ving Maer, I have thought how little I expreeaed how 
Much I owe to you; and M often &8 I think tbie, I vow to 
I.Iy to make myeel1 good enough somewhat to deserve you. 



4 A Century of FamUy Letters [CRAP. I 

I hope you have taken deep thought a.bout the BUlldry 
knotty pointe you will have to decide on. We must ha.ve &. 

great de&l of talk together when I come ba.ck on Saturday. 
Do have a fire in the Libr&ry-it is such a. good place to have 
some quiet talk together. The question of houses, suburbs 
versus centra.! London-r&ges violently &round each fire­
place in this house. Suburbs have rather the advantage at 
present; and this, of course, ra.ther inclinee one to soak out 
the arguments on the other Bide. The Governor gives much 
good advice to live, wherever it may be, the first yea.r 
prudently and quietly. My chief fe&r is, tha.t you will find, 
after living all your life with such large and agrcea.ble parties 
88 Ma.er only can boast of, our quiet evenings dull. You 
must bear in mind, &8 8(lme young lady sa.id, " aJl men ate 

brutea," and that I take the line of being a solitary brute, 
80 you must listen with much Buspicion to all argumenta 
in favour of retired places. I am 80 selfish, that I feel to 
have you to myself is having you 80 much more completely 
that I &n1 not to be trusted. Like a child that has something 
it loves beyond measure, I long to dwell on the words my 
own dear Emma. Aslam writing just as thinge come upper· 
most in my mind, I beg of you not to tea.d my letters to 
anyone, for then I CM. fancy I am flitting by the Bide of my 
own dear future wife, and to her own self I do not care 
what nonsense I talk-flO let mo h&ve my way, and scribble, 
without ca.ring whether it be sense or nonsense ... 

My father ecboe& and rEHlCboes uncle Jos's words, .. You 
have drawn a prize I" Certainly no man could by po88i. 
bility receive a more cordial welcome than I did from 
every one at Maer on Monday morning. My life has heen 
very happy and very fortu.na.te, and many of my pleasanteet 
remembrSollce8 are mingled up with &cODes a.t Ma.er, and now 
it is crowned. My own de&r Emma, I kiss the handa with 
all humblene88 and gratitude, which baveilO filled up for me 
the cup of happinees-It is my most earnest "Wish I may 
make myself worthy of you. Oood·bye. 

Most affectionately yaure, 
ClUS. DABWIN. 
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I would tear this letter up, a.nd write it aga.in, for it is a. 
YfIIr1 silly one, but I can't 'Write a better one. 

Since writing the former part the post baa brought in 
your own de&!' note to Katty. You tell me to be a. good 
boy, and 80 I must be, but let me earnestly beg of you 
not to m&ke up your mind in a hurry: you say truly Elitabeth 
neVel thinks of herself, but there is another person who never 
thinks of bel'gelf, but now she has to think of two poople, 
and I am, thank Heaven for it, that other pemon. You must 
be .beolute arbitl'e88, but do, dear Emma, remember life 
ia 1Ihort, a.nd two months is the sixth part of the year, and 
th&t year. the tint. from which for my part, things shall 
hereafter date. Whatever you do will be right. but it 
will be too good to be un.selfish for me until I 80m part of vou 
-Dearest Enuna, good·bye. 

~ Emma Wedguxlod 10 Madame Si8mo1Uli. 

My DUB AUNT JltS8Jl1:, M.uR, N(Jf). 1611 [1838J. 

Nothing is pleasa.nter tb&n writing good news, Md 
I am sure you will be pleaaed. with what I have to Uill. you. 
When you &eked me about Cha.rlea Da.rwin, I did not tell 
you balf the good I thought of him for fea.r you should 
IUSpeot something, and though I knew how much I liked 
him, I WM not the least sure of his feelings, as he is so 
aifecUonate, a.nd 80 fond of Ma.er and aJl of us, and demon· 
etrative in his ma.nnel'8, that I did not think: it meant a.ny­
thing, and the week I spent in London on my return from 
Paris, I felt sure he did not care ,about me, only that he 
wae very unwell at the time. He came to see us in the 
month of August, W808 in very high spirits and I W808 very 
happy in hie company, and had the feeling that if he saw 
more of me, he would reaJ.ly like me. He c&me down again 
laet Tbureday with 80unt Fa.nny, 80nd on Sunday he spoke 
to me, which wae quite a. surprise, ae I thought we might 
80 on in the &Ort of friendship we were in for Y6lU'8, and 
..,. likely nothing oome of it 80fter 8011. I was too much 
bewildered all day to fool my happiut*/J a.nd there wae a. 
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large pa.rty in the house, 110 we did not tell a.nybody except 
Pl10pa and Elizabeth and Catherine. D6&r Papa, 1 wish 
you could have seen his te&r8 of joy, for he has wways 
had 110 groot rega.rd for Cha.rles, and Charles looks up to 
him with the greatest reverence and affection. I believe 
we both looked very disma.l (as he had a hd headache) 
for when aunt Fanny a.nd Jessie [Wedgwood] went to bed 
they were wondering what was the matter a.nd almost 
thought something quite the reverse bad b&ppened. Fanny 
Hens1eigh was 'cuter, a.nd knew quite well what had hap­
pened. I went into their rooms at night, and we had a 
large party talking it over till very late, when 1 was seized 
with hunger, and Hellllleigh went down to forage in the 
kitchen and found a loaf and 2 lb. butter and a carving 
knife, which made us an elegant refection. Catherine waa 
delighted, indeed I was so glad to find that a.ll of them 
had been wishing for it &nd settling it. It is a match that 
every 80ul has boon ma.king for us, 80 we could not hAve 
helped it if we had not liked it ourselves. He and Catherine 
went off to Shrewsbury on Monday, 80 that I had not much 
to do with him, hut we had time for some satisfactory little 
talks which made us feel at ease. 

I must now tell you what I think of him, first premising 
that EUz. thinks pretty nearly the same, as my opinion 
ma.y not go for much with you. He:ia the most open, 
tr&n.f!lpa.rent man I ever saw, a.nd every word expresses his 
real thoughts. He is particularly affectionate and very nioo 
to his f&thor a.nd sisters, a.nd porlootly sweet tempered, 
&nd poaaesse6 some minor qualities that add particularly to 
one's happiness, such as not being flWltidiou8, and. being 
humane to animals. We shaJllive in London, wbere he :ia 
fully occupied with being Secretary to tbe Geologicw 
Society &nd conduating a. publication upon the animals of 
AustnrJia.1 I am so glad be :ia a busy man. Dear Eliz. 
rejoices moot sweetly with me and forgets herself entirely, 
808, without meaning a. compliment to myself, I 80m afraid 
sho must miss me very much. I am 8ure I could not have 

1 Tu Zoology oflle Voyag" oftlUl "Beogko" 
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brought myself to rejoice in her marrying. MamD1a takes 
it very comfort.a.bly and amuses herself a good deal with 
planning about houaee, troussea.ux and wedding-cake. which 
last we were in hopes she would not have thought of, as 
it is a useless trouble and expense. I blesa the railroad 
every day of my life, and Charles is so fond of Maar that 
I &In sure he will always be ready t{l steam down whenever 
he can, 80 that we shall always be within rea.oh of home. 
I think I have egotized nearly enough, but I feel sure that 
you and my door uncle will enter entirely into my happiness. 

Catherine and Charles's return home made 80 great sen­
sation, for she had written word that they were not coming 
till Tuesday. Susan says the Dr looked very muoh pleased 
when he hoa.rd the cause of their return. Aunt Sarah was 
delighted; she told Eliz. she had quite given it up in despair. 
We are going to dine with her to-day, when we shall do 80 

considerable quantity of talking. I don't think it of aa 
much consequence as she doea that Charles drinks no wine, 
but I think it, 80 pleasant thing. The real crook in my lot 
1 have withheld from you, but I must own it t{l you sooner 
or later. It is that he haa a great dislike to going to the 
play, 80 that I am afraid we shall have some domestic dis­
&ensions on that head. On the other hand he stands concerts 
very well He told me he should have spoken to me in 
August but wa..a afraid, and 1 was pleased 00 find that he 
was not very sure of his answer this time. It was certainly 
a. very unneoess&ry fear. Charlotte returned home before he 
came, which was very vexatious, and I am afraid she is too 
good a. wife to leave ber husband agam so soon. I have 
been writing a good many letters SOl I will wish you good 
bye, my dearest. Give my tenderest of loves to M. Sis­
mondi. I now rejoioe more than ever in having met yOIl at 
Pa.ria. Your affectionate 

EM. W. 

I went strait inoo the Sunday School after the important 
interview, but found I was turrung inoo an idiot a.nd so 
came away. 
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M(m.sUUT Sis'mO'rldi to EmnuJ WedglOOOd. 

CniRlil EMMA, Cnb);, 23 N~i!, 1838. 

C'est mOL qui prena la. plume avant ma femme, 
parceque je veux etre Ie premier a. embraaser, au moin8, 
en idee, ma jolle niece, ala £eliciter du bonhem que je vois 
commencer pour ello, ou ai elle eat trop tiere pour Ie 
permettre, it. me ielicitor du moins moi-memo de ce quo 
cette eharm&nte personna, ei {&ito pour Ie mariage, si fa.i.te 
pour repandre du bonhem autour d 'elle, va enfin a.ccomplir 
sa. destmee. Tout ce qu'on peut d&rirer da.n8 un epoux me 
semble reu.ni dans calui a qui vous donnez 180 main, jo mets 
a.u premier rang de ses qua.lites Ie bon gout de VOllS .voir 
choiaie et d'avoir su VOllS ple.ite. mais il & tonu deja. beau­
coup de pla.ce dans leslettree de route votre famille quoique 
aucune nem'eutpreparea.ooqu'il en devintpartie,et toutos 
donnoient l'envie de Ie connoitreet de l'a.imer. Cette envio 
est redoubloo a. present quo ma gontillo nieco fait avec 
lui 180 plus grosse de Sfl8 aloudtM comme elle les 8oppelle; 
j'espere et je compte que vous lui {orez voir notre Suisse, et 
que VOllS nous Ie ferez voir. 

n Ito un grand ouvrage a. publier, tant mieux; o'ost une 
garantie de bonheur pour 180 femme 80utant que pour 10 
mati, qu 'une occupation s6denta.ite, m&is il y aura un tems 
de mache, ot pendant cette intermission du travail, je 
I'espere. VOllS viendrez nous voir pendant que nollS durons 
encore .. 

Chare Emma, ditos & votre p6re, je VOllS prio, oombien 
je prens part a. sa joie. Nous disons ici que l'amitie a 
boooin de communications regulieres, je les regrette bien • 
vivement avec lui; je voudrois de terns en terns renouveler 
des sentiments, des pensees, dea temoigoage8 et son souvenir, 
mais a.u moins il me fait eprouver que votta maniere &nglaise 
d'etre mort l'un pour l'autre des qu'on est separe, n'ebra.nle 
point l'&mitio, car je sens pour lui la. meme vivacite d'&flec­
tion, Ie meme respect pour son c&raot.ere, la. meme joie dans 
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-Joie. que Ii jel'avoia vu encore hier. Rllppe1ez-moi a.veo 
De ...., amitie 8. tout Je8 TOtnll. preparez votre epoux 'IDe YOuloi.r un peu de bien, at aimez-moi-adieu. 

J. C. L. DII SlSMONDI. 

JlG(/,o'fIM S"'I1IOMi. to h.u niece Emma Wa:lgtOOOd. 

8iamondi b&8 taken the 8m plAce on my sbeet of pa.per 
beoauee he would not be limited in 8pa.oe, for the expression 
of !ria sympAthy in your bappiness. Dearest Emma., I 
coooeive no greater b&ppine88 this side heaven tb&n that 
you are at thi, moment enjoying. Everything I ha.ve 
ever hMrd of C. Da.rwin I have particularly liked. and 
bYe long wished for what by now tuen plaoo. that he 
would woo a.nd win you. I love him all the better that. 
he unite. to all his other qualificatio1l8 tha.t most rMe 
one of knowing how well to obu.&e a. wife, a friend. com­
panion, motber of his children, all of which men in general 
neve!' think of. I am glad you bring EliZAbeth &8 voucher 
of the pretty oharacter you have given of him. I might per­
haps not b.ve believed all on your word only, but. 1 should 
bve believed you thought 60, and have enjoyed with you 
the exquisite bappiness you mmt neoe688rily feel in saying, 
auch 11 my protector, guide, friend, oompanion for the rest 
of life, IIWld God grant you a long Mld happy one together. 
1 hope &ome of your la.rb may bring you out to WI before 
)'OtlT caree and bU&ne88 make you prisoners. I know I 
IIhrJI Jove him. I knew you would be a Mrs Darwin from 
your hands.1 • Now tb&t your person will belong to 
another AI well as yoUl'8eli, I beg yon not to go to Gran­
bourne Alley to cloathe it, nor even to the PalMS Royal. 
I do not believe in the economy of it; a. substa.ntially good 
thing i. never to be found in such place8. I will fIoIl8wer 
for J6Nie'a Pari8 hat, lasting at lcaat t.wo of yours. But 
be that M it. will, if you do pAy a. little more, be a.iwa.ya 
dreued in good taste; do not despise t.hoae little carel 

I Pabn~. Madame Silmondi loved the minor IIlpentitioDl. 
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whioh give everyone more pleasing looks. because you 
know you have ma.ni.ed a man who is above caring for 
sucb little things. No man is above ca.ri.ng for them, (or 
they feel the effect imperceptibly to tbemsclvee. I bve 
eoen it even in my baJf-bUnd husband. The t.aste of 
men is almost universaJly good in aJJ that relates to 
dress decoration &nd ornament. They are themselves 
little aware of it. becau,se they Are seldom called to judge 
of it, but let them choose and it is alwa.ye simple &nd 
handsome. so let those be your piUutah. You have given 
me Jlll intimation when the wedding is to take place. if 
I had & mind to go to it. Yet that is a.J.wa.ys the first 
question put a.fter an informa.tion of th&t sort. 

A match here which had set everybody talking, has 
just been broken off in a. way whioh bas set them taJ.ki.ng 
still more, e.nd which It worldly &8 I am, find quite sublime. 
One of our oldest Englillb baronets, with a. show place for 
beauty in England, with £30,000 per ann., fell in love with 
a daughter of one of our P80800urs. with whom the baronet 
had been en ptn.tion. He had neither father nor mother to 
consult. but Mona. Eymer. the girl's father. refused his 
consent for two Ye&nl, saying his daughter was too young. 
This autumn Sir J. Thw;sel, 808 far 88 I can make out the 
name pronounced by a foreigner, returned. triumphant to 
claim his promise and his bride, preceded by a magnificent 
suite of diamonds and other magnificent gifts. The day 
was fixed, but Mlle. Eymer, only 17, became more and 
more sad. At last she told her father, "I have boon 
dawed by the offer, but I do not love him; I have never 
known & happy moment since I accepted him. I feel all 
my b&ppiness remains in my own country and my own 
family. I therefore retra.ct my promise and will not go 
with him." Hor father represented to her that she muat 
never hope to marry another, that affairs between them 
bad gone too far, she had boon too long considered the 
wile of another for any Genevals ever to think of her, but 
to do 88 she pleased. She sa.id she WaIJ quite aware of the 
truth of wb&t he aa.id, but if she nev6l' quitted the parental 
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roof ahe would not leave it then, and for a man she did 
not love: so packed up her diamonds and other gifts, and 
returned them to the baronet with his oonge. He is on his 
road to England, siok of love and disappointment, and she 
is maJOng a little tour with her mother while the wonder 
1Mt8. She tried on her diamonds before returning them, 
and shewing herself in them to her mother, " Regarde-moi 
bien M&ma.n, car tree 388urement tu ne me verras jamais 
plne en diaman8." Her decision taken, she was gay with 
joy, a.nd had hardly once smiled when her greatnesa hung 
over her. Now do not judge this after your 3 or 400 pr. 
&DJ1. or your father's comfortable e8tablishment, but after 
... Swi811 pasteur's daughter, a. dowerless girl. one who will 
probably be obliged to have recourse to some occupation 
to aid even her simple way of living, and tell me if it is 
not eublime at 17 to know so well where and how to fix 
her happiness. 

What angelic love is that of sisters I Dear Elizabeth's 
nnaelfiah rejoicings in your happiness are a proof. That 
men Are the grea.test fools that walk the earth is proved 
in her being still to be a.aked for. May God bless her, 
and you all indeed, and give you, my deareat Emma, all 
the happiness you anticipate and I fervently wish you. 

J. S. 

Her two earliest friends Georgina and Ellen Tollet wrote 
as follows. Their friendship in after life included my father, 
and W&8 only ended by death. I inherited my share and 
have the happiest memories of these two able and delightful 
women. 

Georgina Tollet to EmmG Wedgwood. 

My DUB., DEAR ElIDIA, [13 or U N/W., 1838.) 

I hope I am as glad as I ought to be at the thing 
happening tbt I bve been longing for, but you ought to 
be gra.tified at my selfish sorrow when I think of losing my 
Mrlieet friend. It is eeldom ODe thinks two people 110 

enviable as we think you and Charles; we think you as lucky 
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AI you could. poes.ibly wiah, but. wo must allow that. we h&v6 
still better reason to how that he i.e indeed a bkuad mao.. 
I certain.Jy was 8urprieed Ai ite coming 80 8OOn; it "' .. very 
handaome in hUn to fanoy he doubted. It ia very like .. 
mam..ge of Mise Austen's, can I.y more! Tboee greedy 
gir1e Ellen and Carry are crying out to write. You muat 
come any day before Friday in the week. I don't give 
Catherine Darwin any crod.it for what you c.u her good 
nature. I 8hall write to bet &OOn and tell her "h&t I think 
of her luok. 

Heaven ble68 you, Your loving friend, 
G. TOLLBT. 

EIkA To/Id /0 Em"", Wodgwood . 

. . . You two will be qui~ too happy together, a.nd 1 hope 
you will have .. chimney that smokee. or eomething of that 
eon to prevent your being quite intoxicated. It will be 
quit.e enchanting to como a.nd 86e you, but you win be an 
untold 1088. You are the only single girl of our own age in 
this country worth ca.ring much for-but W6 is ahort and 
one ought to be cheerful aa long &8 one is neither oold nor 
hungry, 1 am both just now. 

ri~;olloa;' q~~y~~~~e:p~~ :\e,:v~o:e~:do~~ 
IWJ to leAving Elizabet.h alone, to a life that. WM one of 
watcb.ing and nursing. Hcr rather wa.e now in broken 
health and W806 troubled with a shaking pahiy. Her mother 
bad long been a. complete inva.lid. 

No letters from my mother to my father have been pt'~ 
aerved, either before or afWr marriage. Whether abe 
dcetroyed. them on hi.8 death. or wbether he did not keep 

:!~ ~!~O~h:~f :~~fi~~~~~~e r:~:~:ef:: 
~~~t~:~~~c~egie::n~ement, aU of which 
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aAorlM Darwin to Emma W tdgwood. 

£p_tmark, 23 NOtJ., 1838). ATHBlI'A:ux, TIUIdGy Nigld • 

. . . I positively can do nothing, and have done nothing 
&JUs wbo1eweek. but think of you and our future life.-You 
may theD well ima.gine how I enjoy seeing your hand­
writing. I sbould bve written yesterday but waited for 
yom letter: pray do not talk of my waiting till I have time 
for writing or incli.na.tion to do so.-It is a. very high eD­
joyment to me, 88 I ca.nnot talk to you, and feel your POOl!­
nOlI by bavingyour own dea.r hand within mine. I will now 
relate my anna.l.s: On Saturday I dined with the Lyelis, and 
apent one of the pl6&88.1ltest evenings I ever did in my life. 
Lyell pw quite audacious at the thoughts of htr.ving a 
married geological companion, and proposed going to dine 
at tbe Atbenamm together and leaving our wives a.t home. 
Poor man, he would as IIOOn "tot Au Mad " &8 do such an 
aotion. whilst I feel at! yet 88 bold as a lion. We had much 
pological and economical tMk, the latter very profitable. 
By the way if you will take my advice, you will not think 
of I't!Ming [Lyell'e] Elements [of Geology], for depend upon 
it you will heree.fter hAve plenty of geology. On SundllY 
ewniq El'88mue took me to drink too. with the CIlrlyles; 
it ... my firBt visit. One must ruwllys like ThoIDIl8, and I 
felt pa.rticula.rly weD towards him, &8 El'88IDUB bad told me 
be had propounded that a certain lady was one of the 
nioest prJB be bad ever seen. Jenny [Mrs Carlyle] Bent 
eome civil mes&agtl8 to you, but which, from tbe deeta of 
aD. by.terical 80rt of giggle, were not very intelligible. It 
it high treason, but I oannot think that Jeuny ia either quite 
D&tnn.l or lady-like .. 

And now for the great question of hOUBe8. Erasmus 
.ad mytlelf have taken several very long walks; and the 
diflioulties are reMly frightful. Houses are very flCarce and 
the landlords are all gone mad, they &Elk such prices. 
En.DUB takes it to heart even more than I do, and de­
alMee I ought to end a.ll my letters to you .. yours inoon-
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aolably." Thia day J have given up to" deep oogita.tions 
regarding t.he future, in 88 far as houses a.re conoomed. 
It would t&ke up too much paper to give all the pros e.nd 
con8 : but I feel Bure that So central house would he beBt for 
both of us, for two or three yOOt'8. I am tied to London, 
for rather more than tha.t poriod; and whilst this is the 
C&8e. I do not doubt it is wisest to reap aU the advllollta.ges 
of London life: more especially 88 every re&801l will urge 
U8 to pay frequent visits to real country, which the suburbs 
never a.fford. After the two or three years are out, we then 
might decide whether to go on living in the same house, or 
suburb, 8upposing I should be tied for 80 little longer to 
London, and ultimately to decide, whether the pleaeures of 
retmlment and oountry (gardens, walks, &o.) Me preferable 
to society. &0., &0. It is no use thinking of thi..!l question 
a.t present. I repea.t. I do not doubt your first decision 
was right: let U8 nu~ke the most of London, whilst we are 
compelled to be there; the case would be different if we 
were deciding for life, for then we might wish to possess 
the advantages both of country Md rown, though both in 
&0 lesser degree, in the suburbs. 

After much deliberate talk (eElpecially with the Lyells) 
I have no doubt that our beet plan will be to furnish slowly 
a house for ourselves-it will be far more economical both 
in money a.nd time; but not in oomJm1 just a.t fint.-Will you 
rough it a little at first 1 

I c1ee.rly see we sheJ.1 be obliged to give at least £120 for 
our house, if not a little more. . .. I will eteadily go on 
looking and pondering: I believe I ha.ve good. reason for tbe 
points 1 have spoken on j but I wi8h much ro hea.r aJl 8ug­
gestioll8 from you. 

Until yesterday I intended. to have paid Maer a visit 
on Thunde.y week, the da.y after the Ooo10g. Soc., but 
yesterda.y I heard of the death of the mother of Mr Owen. 
who WM to write the next number of the Government 
work, which now he will not probably be able to do, and I 
am put to my wit'8 end ro get some other number ready. 
Bow long this will delay me I e&n h&rdly yet tell. I hope 
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JDOd earnestly not long, for I am impatient to see you 
tpiD. It is moat provoking I cannot settle down to work 
lD ea.rneet, just at the very time I most want to do 80. 

There is the appendix of the Journal and haU-a.-dozen 
&hi.ngs besides this unlucky number, all waiting my good 
pJeaeure-every night I make vows and break them in the 
moming. I do long to be 800ted beside you again, in the 
Library; one can then almost feel in anticipation the h&ppi­
Dell to come. I bllove just read your letter over again for 
the fifth time. My own dear Emma, I fool 80S if I bad 
been guilty of some very selfish action in obt&ining Buch Ito 

good dear wife with no sacrifice at all on my p&rt .... 

Oharla Darwin to Emma W ftlgwood. 

(30 N~. 1838J. Frid4y ~iftg. 

[After many details on house hunting and domestio affairs.} 

Powers of eentimentaJity forgive me for sending such a 
letter: it surely ought to have been written on foolscap 
pr.per. a.nd cloaed with & wafer. I taId you I should write 
to you as if you reaJ.ly were my own dear, dear wife, and 
bve not I kept my word most stoutly t My excuse must 
be. I have leen no one for these two days: and what can 
• man have to say, who works all morning in describing 
bwka and owls, and then rushes out and walks in a be­
wildered manner up one street and down another, looking 
out for the words" To let." I called. however. to--day on 
the Lye1ls. I cannot tell you how particulatly pleasant 
and cordial Lyell's manner hafJ boon to me: I am sure he 
wiD be • ateady and sure friend to both of us. He told me 
he bea.rd. from bia sister (whom I know) in Sootl&nd tbia 
1DOming. and she saY8, "So Mr Darwin is going to be 
married.: I suppose he will be buried in the oountry. and 
10et to geology." She little knows what a good.. strict wife 
1 am. going to be married to, who will send me to my 
Je.ona and make me better, I trust, in every n)8pect. as 
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I 8.01 mre abe will infinitely bappier a.nd happier the 
longer I live to enjoy my good fortune. Lyell and Madame 
pva me a. very long and 8QU!mn lecture on the utreme im­
portance, for our future comfort during our whole London 
lives, of choosing slowly and delibera.tely our visiting 
a.oquainta.Dce: every disagreeable or oommonpIa.ce Il(l­

qu&i.nta.noo must sepa.ra.te us from our relations and real 
friends (tba.t ia without we give up our whole lives to 
visiting), for the evenings we ea.crifioe might have been 
spent with them or at aile thetUte. Lyell said we shall find 
the truth of his words before we ha.ve lived a. year in London. 
Row provokingly 8IDall the paper is, my own very dotu 
Emma. 

Good-night, C. D. 

Emma Wedgwood 10 Momieur and Madamll S",oondi, 

My DEAR UNCLE, MaR, Fri.day, ~. 28, 1838. 

I ha.ve boon a. long time without tha.nking you for 
your kind, a.ffectionate letter, which ga.ve me tbe gte&test 
pleasure, but I have been s.way to London with Fa.nny 
and Hensleigb to belp Charles to look for a. bouse. I 
thought we should only have to waJ.k oot into the street 
And take one, but we found it very difficult, a.nd after a 
fortnight's hard work I ca.me home without ha.ving taken 
Any, but I hea.rd yesterday that Charles had succeeded in 
taking one th!l.t we had very much set our hea.rts upon 
in Gower Street, 80 tha.t is very ple&88ntly settled. 

Row I should enjoy coming to IlOO you and my dear 
aunt Jessie; and I have some hopes that we shall accom­
plish it some da.y or other, &8 Charlae ha.s the most lively 
wish to see Switzerland Md the Alps, and then I should 
&end him off to goologise at Chamounix by him.seli, a.nd I 
should stay with you. But I am ma.id it cannot be this 
year or next either, he is too busy. I quite agree with you 
in the happineB8 of having plenty to do. You don't &eem 
a.t all a.fra.id of making me vain in what YOll say, but indeed, 
I don't think you will give me any worse feeling than the 
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...,.. gratitude and. affection in ret.urn for YOUl'8. I am 

.... to write about dre&e and all aorta of frivolity t.o aunt 
~, .. 1 think: it will suit her bet.ter than you, 80 I will 
triIb you goodbye, my very dear uncle, and believe me, youn 
alec1rionately, ElDIlA. w. Papa wishee to speak for him-
00II. 

Thank you, my de8ol' aunt JeIII!ie, for your wa.rm con­
p~ and eympathy with my happinese. I was very 
.... to return home last Saturday, as I grudge every day 
... y from home now. Fanny and Hen.elcigh look 80 oom­
fortAble in their nioo little bOU8e that I feel quite 80rry 
to think bo,.. eoon they must give it up. We had. a fly 
fJYWY day and tl86d to go into town to look at hotl8e8 and 
(bay] my clothes, and I think I have obeyed your orden, 
for though I have not bought many things, they are aU 
NrJI dMr and the milliner'e bill would do your hooxt good 
to aee. I have bought a sort of greenish-grey rich silk for 
the wedding, which I expect papa to approve of entirely, 
md • remarkably lovely white chip bonnet trimmed with 
blonde and Sowers. Harriet has given me a very hand­
eome plaid .-tin, • dark one, which is very gorgeous, hand­
lOIDely made up with bIa.ok: la.ce; and that and my blue 
Pan. FWD •• hich I have only worn once, a.nd. the other 
blue md white 8Orl; of thing will aet me up for the present. 
J..ae and Susan gave Fanny strict orden not to let me be 
et..bby. (And a grand velvet shawl too.) Our gaieties 
-.rere firet going to the play, which Char1ee actually proposed 
to do bimeelf but I am afraid it was only & little shewing 
oft. It ... the T~mput, and we all thougbt it very tire­
IOIIle (I abtJl like plays I know stiU, notwithstanding). 
W. aIIo ftIlt to .. party at Sir Robert Ingli8's, who is the 
Idadee& of men and shook me by the hand" till our heartB 
..... like to break," aod I did not know when we oouldleave 
oil ....... 

ADot.ber day we dined at the Ald6l'llOn.e and met & family 
0( &m HO&reI. I thought I knew the young ladies' faceR 
wry wtIlI. awl lOOn diaoovered that they had come over in 
t.be --.a-baM with UB. They all looked full of ba.ppine81 

"0I..u. I 
~.,\lY (" 

£ ... ~ 
~ JYI3 Q 
~1915, : 



I8 A Century oj Family Letters [ORAl'. 1 

and goodnEl68, &8 well as a brother of theirs, a young clergy­
man. The presence of so much goodness made Georgina 
feel very good too, for she was in the happiest state of 
affecta.tion I ever allow. 

I admire your little pasteur'a daughter extremely. hut 
1 think she should bve been .. little more sorry for the 
ba.ronet, though he was rich. 

Mama is quit-e well. I must tell you what sort of a. house 
ours is that you may fancy me. A front drawing-room with 
three windows, and a back one, rather smaJ.ler. with a ohoor­
fullook-out on a. set of little gardena. which will 00 of groat 
value to us in Bummer to take a. mouthIul of fresh air; and 
that will be our sitting-room for quietness' sake. It is 
furnished, but rather ugly. Goodbye, my de&rest, no more 

of l;h:: ;:!:e:t tt~~tg~ ~~l~:a~ ;~S; i:h:bo~:h;; 
cheap and have the requisite number of rooms and be in So 
P8.Tt of London where they wished to live were the sole 
considerations_ 

This house, 12, Upper Gower Street (afterwards 110, 
Gower Street), is now pa.rt of Shoolhred's premises. I well 
remember how my father often 1&ugbed over the uglineB8 of 
tbe furniture with which tbey began life. ":Ma.ca.w Cot­
tage" he christened the house in allusion to the gaudy 
colours of the wa.lls and furniture. 

Oharlu DaMn 10 Emma Wedgwood. 

BAt .. Tdciy.Af~{Z9Dr~,1838J. 
My DJ:AR EMMA, 

I a.m tired with ha.ving been a.1l da.y a.t business 
work, but I C&llD.ot let a. post go by without writing to tell 
you Gower Stroot is ours, yellow cw:ta.ins and a.11. I b&ve 
to-day paid some advance money, signed an agreemenb. and 
ha.d. the key given over to me, and the old woman infonned 
me I was her ma.ster hencefortb. I long for the day 
when we shall enter the house together; how glorious it 
will be to see you seated. by the fire of our own house. Ob. 
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ibaf;it were the 14.th illBt-ea.d of the 24th. Good-bye, my own 
d.-Emma. 

I find I must wait in town till the latter end of nerl 
week, on account of the lease a.nd paying the money, and 
.uapect I must attend the Grolog. Soc. on the 9th, so my 
plans are hampered. But what does a.nything signify to 
tbe poueaaor of Ma.ca.w Cottage 1 

Charka Darwin to Emma Wedgtoood. 

Jcm. I. 1839. !! 12, UPPJm Gown SntzllT!! 
My DEA..B EMMA, 

Many thanks for your two most kind, dear, and 
.ffectionate It:ttere, which I received this morning. I will 
finish this letter to-morrow. I sit down just to date and 
begin it, that I may enjoy the infinite satisfaction of writing 
to my OWJl dear wife that is to be, the very first evening of 
my entering our house. After writing to you on Saturday 
evening I thought much of the happy future, and in conse­
quence did not close my eyes till long past 2 o'clock, awoke 
.t 6 and could not go to sleep-got up and set to work with 
the good resolution of spending a. quiet day-a.bout 11 
o'clock found that would never do, so rang for Conington 
and aa.id, " I am very sorry to spoil your Sunday. but begin 
packing up I must, 8B I cannot rest." "Pack up Sir, what 
for ttl said Mr Conington with his eyes open with astonish­
ment, at if it was the first notioe he had. received of my 
flit.ting. So we arranged. some of the specimens of Natural 
Hi.&tory, but did no real packing up. I, however, sorted a 
multitude of papers. This morning however we began 
early and. in earnest, and I may be allowed. to boast, when I 
.y that by haJ.f-past three we had two large vans full of 
1OOde. well a.nd ca.refully packed. By six o'clock we bad 
them .n safely here. There is nothing left but some few 
doan draweltl of shells, which must be carried by hand. I 
... aatounded, and 50 was Erasmus, at the bulk of my 
ItlJPCe, and the port-ers were even more 80 at the weight 
of tboee conta.ining my Ooologica.1 Specimens. Thora never 



20 A Century of Family Letters [CHAP. I 

Wall 80 good & house for me, and 1 devoutly trust you will 

approve of it equally. The little garden is worth its weight 
in gold. About S o'clock the old lady here cooked me some 
eggs and ba.con (as I had no dinner) and with !:lOme tea. 1 
felt supremely comfortAble. How I wish my own do&' lady 
had been here. My room is 80 quiet, that the contrast to 
M&rlborough [Street J is &8 remarkable &8 it is delightful. 
ltiSDOW noor 9, MdI will write no more, &8 I am thoroughly 
tired in tbe legs, but wish you a. good night, my own good 
dear Emma, C. D. 

Tuesday morning. Once more I must thank you for 
your letten, whioh I have just read. I have been busy a.t 
work a.ll morning. and have made my own room quite 
charming, so comfortable. The only diffioulty is tha.t I 
have not things ~1I01Vjh II to put in &ll the dra.Wet'8 and 
corners .. 

I can neither wnw nor think about a.nytbing but 
the house, I am in such spirits at our good fortune. 
Eraamu8 & Co. uaed to be aJways talking of the imm61l&6 
advantage of Chester Square being so near the Pa.rk. Would 
you believe it 1 find by the compas&e6 we are 808 near, within 
100 ya.rds of Regent's Park !loB Chester Square is to Green 
Pa.rk. 1 quite agree with you that this house is far pleaAnter 
than Gordon Square. In two more days I shall be quite 
settled, and this cha.nge from mental [to) bodily work, will 
I do not doubt reElt me, 80 that I trust to be able to finish 
my Glenroy Pa.per and enjoy my country Holiday with a 
clear conscience. 

Oharlu .Darwin to Emma W tdgwood. 

WedRUdGy RPM"', ArnBNAtUI( [2 J-.. 1839]. 

My DBAB EMMA, 
Mter a good day's work, here am I sitting very 

comfortably, and fooling just that degree of laeaitude 
which " man enjoys after a da.y'a shooting tennina.ted by 
1m excellent dinner. All my goods a.re in their proper 
places, a.nd one of the front attics (henceforwa.rd to be 
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o&lled the Museum) is quite filled. but holds everything very 
well. I w&lked for half-an-bour in the garden to-daya.nd 
much enjoyed the a.dva.ntage of 80 ea.sily getting a mouthful 
of air. Erasmus's dinner yesterday was a very pleasant 
one: Carlyle was in high force. and talked away most 
steadily; to my mind Ca.rlyleis the best worth listening to of 
any man I know. The Hensleighs were there and were very 
pleasant alao. Such society, I think, is worth all other 
and more brilliant kinds many times OVEjr. I find I cannot 
by &ny exertion get up the due amount of admiration for 
Mrs Carlyle: I do not know whether you find it 80, but I 
am not able to understand half the words she speaks, from 
her Scotch pronunciation. She certainly is very far from 
natural; or to use the expression Henslcigh 80 often quotes. 
she is not an unconscious person. 

I long for the hour of inducting you into the glory, I 
dare not say comfort, of Gower Street. I wi.'lh I could 
make the drawing-room look as comfortable as my own 
studio: but I daresay a fire will temporarily make trunge 
better, but the day of some signal reform must come, other­
wise our tlloSte in harmonious colours will assuredly be 
spoUt for the rest of our lives. 

OhaTles Darwin to Emma Wedgwood. 

S~y Nighl, 12. UPPER GOWER STRBlilT. 

My DBAR EMMA. [7 JMl., 1839]. 

I have just returned from my little dinner at the 
Lyells' in which I did some geology and BOrne llcrattle about 
coal and coal-merchants. You willsa.y it was high time, for 
when 1 came in and began to poke the fue, Margaret said, 
"You must ta.ke care, Sir, there is only one lump left for 
to-night and to-morrow moming .... " 

You will say that the house is too good when you hear 
that I have lost aJl wish of going beyond the limits of tho 
spacious and beautiful garden. To-day, however, it rained 
so heavily that I had my walk in the drawing-room. With 
a little judgment we shall :make the room comfortable, I 
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can see. I bve been trying the plan of working for an hour 
before breakfast. and find it succeeds admira.bly. I jnmp 
up (following Sir W. Scott's rule, for, &8 he 8&Ys, onoo turn 
on your side IUld all is over), a.t 8, and hreakfaet at 10,80 
that I get rather more than an hour, and begin again at 11 
quite fresh. You see I quote Sir W. Scott. I a.m reading 
in the evenings at the Athen~um his life, and am in the 
sixth volume. I never read anything 80 interesting as his 
diary, and yet somehow I do not feel muoh reverence, or 
even .ffection towa.rds him, excepting to be sure, when he 
is talking a.bout Johnnio, his grandson. I &Ill well off for 
books, for I ha.ve eo BOOOnd in ha.nd there almost more in· 
t6l'e8ting, and tha.t is poor Mungo Park's traveLs, which I 
never read before. It is enough to ma.ke one angry to 
think tbt ha.ving escaped once, he would return &gaoin: 
a.nd yet tQ a. man possessing the coolness under danger 
which Pa.rk had, I eM fMey nothing 80 intensely inter­
esting as exploring such a wonderful country: it is a strange 
mixtute our love of excitement and tranquillity .. 

I wish the awful day was over. I am not very tranquil 
when I think of the pl."OCe8Sion: it is very awesome. By 
the bye, I am glad to say the 24th is on a Thursday, 80 we 
shall not be mMTioo on an unluoky da.y. I have been very 
extravagant and ordered a great many new clothes. Mr 
Stewart wanted me to have a blue coat and white trousers, 
but I vowed I would only put on clothes in which I could 
travel away decently. I want you very muoh to come and 
take cbarge of the purse strings as I have already bought 
several things which I do not much want .. 

You tell me to mention when I received your last letter: 
it came on Friday, the day after it was written.-Good night 
and good-bye, my dearest. 

Monday morning. Fanny has just caJled. She hu made 
enquiries about the cook, whom Sarah recommended, and 
has decided she is the best, and therefore has agreed to take 
her a.t £.14 .. U. O. per y6&1' with tea. a.nd suga.r. 

The Henl!leighe have strongly urged me to send the odious 
yellow curta.in& to the dyers a.t once, and have them stained 
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very pale drab, sla.te, or grey colour: Now will you send me 
word by return of post whether you would like me to do so 
and ohoose to trust to my taste and that of the Dyers, or 
whether you choose to wait till after our m&rriago .. 

The numiage was fixed for January 29th, 1839, at Maer · 
CharleB made one hurried visit there in the middle of 
Ja.u.uary, and on his return to Gower Street, wrote: 

Coorlea Dt:arwi'n to Emma W tdgwood. 

811.7iday N1ljh4. ATRBN&UlI (20 Jan .• 1839]. 

. I cannot tell you how muah I enjoyed my Yaer 
visit, I felt in anticipation my future tranquil life: how I 
do hope you may be as happy as I know I shall be: but 
it frightens me, a.s often as I think of what a family you 
have been one of. I was thinking this morning how it 
came that I, who am fond of taJkjng and am scarcely ever 
out of ,pints, should 80 entinlly rest my notions of happi­
neee on quietness and a good deal of solitude. But I believe 
the explanation is very simple. It is that during the five 
y6U'8 of my voyage (tmd indeed I may odd these two 1&8t), 
whioh from the active manner in which they have been 
paaaed may be said to be the commencement of my real 
life, the whole of my pleasure was derived from what passed 
in my mind while admiring views by myself, tr&veliing 
&Ol'OIM the wild deserts or glorious forests, or pacing the deck 
of the poor little Beagk &tnight. EXCU80 this much egotism, 
I give it you beca.use I think you will humanize me, and soon 
teach me there ia greater happiness thtm building theories 
and aceumula.ting facta in silence and 8Olitude. My own 
dsreat Emma., I ea.rnestly pray you may never regret 
the great, a.nd I will add very good deed, you are to per­
form on tAeTuesday. My own dea.r future wife. God bleBS 
you. 

I will not be solemn any more, but will tell you of a.n 
addition to our plate-room. which is to astonish all Gower 
Street. My good old friend Herbert, sent me a very nice 
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little note, with a maMive ailver weapon, which he caUed 
a Forficula (the Latin for an earwig) a.nd which 1 thought 
W&8 to catch hold of 101ea &D.d flounders, but Erasmus tells 
me, is for aIIparagu.a--.a that two dishee a.re IettJed for our 
first runner, namely IOIlP and asps.raguB ..•. 

The Lyel.ls oalled on me to-day a.fter chUl"Ch. 108 Lyell 
was so full of Geology be was obliged to disgorge; a.nd I 
dine there on Tuesday (or an especial conference. I was 
quite aahamed of myself to-day, for we talked for heJl-Im­
hour UllBOphisticated Geology, with poor Mrs Lyell sitting 
by, a. monument of p&tionoe. I want practice in ill-treating 
the female 86X. I did not observe Lyell had any oom­
pllIlCtion; I hope to harden my conscience in time; few 
husbands 800m to find it difficult to effect thia. • 

Since my return I bve taken flevera.l loou, aa you will 
readily believe, into the drawing-room. I IUppoee my 
ta6te in harmonious coloUl'l is already deteriorated, for I 
doolare the room begin. to look Ieee ugly. I take 10 much 
plea.sure in the houae, I declare 1 am juat like .. great over­
grown child with & new toy; but then, not like & real ohild, 
I Jong to h&ve a ~partner and pos8e880r. 

Ckarlu Darwin to EmtM W uigwood. 

8atlWlia,. SHlUIWUUILT [2& J_., 1839). 

. . . The house ill in such. bustle, tht I do not knoW' 
what I write. I have got the ring. which it the mOlt im­
portant piece of nen I ho.ve to tell My two lut daY" in 
London. when I wanted to have m08t leisure, were rendered 
very uncomforta.ble by a bad hea.dtlche, which continued 
two days and two nights, 80 that I doubted whether it ever 
meant to go and allow me to be married. The railro&d 
yesterday, however, quite cured me. Before I came to 
Maer last time, I W68 eager in my mind for the advantage 
of going atrai,ght home after the awful ceremony. You, 
however. made me juat &8 determined on the advantagee 
of not going atraight home, and now your Jut letter (for 
which I return you tbanb, for being 80 good • girl all to 
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WIfte) baa jOlt put me half wAy between the two plans. 
'1'IdI will give you hopes of my being a...ery docile husband, 
tIlu to have become twice &ll absolute convert to your 
1IObeme. 1 aettIed the matter by telling the hOUBemaid to 
bave flrN lighted on TuesdAY, and if we did not come then 
to have them Wedneeciay, 80 that you may decide precisely 
.. you pleaee at any moment you please. I went 8.8 near 
.. faleehood &I any honest man could do, by pretending to 
deliberate and saying in a very hesitating voice, .. You need 
DOt baye .. fire on Monday," by which anyone would BUP­

pOMI we were to be Pl&l'ried on that morning. Whether I 
took ihem in I do not know. 
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The :e:!:f~t ~;e~~!:,b!f ~:-~~t:!:;iliW:iv~~; 
~e~~~1~~OO~~~~lr83~:ylU::;he~~~r;!c!!r~au-

CHARLltS DARwIN and Emml\ Wedgwood were married on 
Tueaday, the 29th January, 1839, at Maer Church. The 
U~~&;:: ~~tly quiet, and they went at onoe to 

Emma Darwin to h~T mother. 

GOWEB STJUr.BT, Pbrrday [JIMt. 31, 1839J. 
My DEAR MAMMA, 

It was quite Ii relief to me to find on coming out 
of Church on Tuesda.y that you were still asleep, which 
spa.red you and me the pain of parting, though it is only 
for a. short time. So now we have only the pleasure of 
looking forward to our next mooting. We ate our aa.nd­
wiehes with grateful bearts for all the care that was taken 
of UB, and the bottle of water wa.e the greatest comfort. 
The house here was blazing with fires and looked very 
comfortable and we are ~ting to think the furniture quite 
tasteful. Yesterday we went in & fly to buy an ann-chair, 
but it wa.s so slippery and snowy we did not do mucb. 
We picked up some' novew at the library, TCHiay I au. 
pectwe shall not go out 8.8 it is snowing at a great rate. 
I have been fa.cing the Cook in her own region t;o..day, and 
found fault with the boiling of the potatoes. which I thought 
would make a good beginning and set me up a little, On 
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)londay or Tueeday we are going to give our first dinner­
party to the Hensleighs and 'Er&Blll.Us. 1 hope the H.'s will 
IIIeep bere, we shall see them 90 much more comfortably . 
I came away full of love a.nd gratitude to all the dear 
affectionaw fllOOB I left behind me. '.rhey are too many to 
particu1a.rize. Tell my dear Eliz. I long to hear from ber. 
Nothing can be too minute from dear home. I W&8 very 
IIOJ'I'Y to lea.ve Caroline so uneasy and looking so unwell. I 
&ID impatient to hoor of her and the baby. I don't know 
bow to expl'683 affection enough to my dear, kind Papa. but 
be will take it upon trust. 

Good-bye, my dearest Mamma, 
Your affectionate and very happy daughter, 

E. D. 

Elitabeth. W tdgtoood to hu aunt Fanny Allen. 

My D&A.R FANNY, MAKR, l!riday, p.o. 1, 1839. 

I have no heart to write you an a.ceount of the 
wedding, it ha.s bad such a sad sequel. Yesterday Caroline 
loat her poor baby She is &8 miserable 88 anyone 
can be. but ahe exerts herself very muoh, and I think the 
beet thing to counterbalance her own grief will be her 
anxiety a.bout J06. Of course the chief part of his feeling 
Ie for her, but he often cannot command hiJn8elf when he 
ilsitting with her, and is obliged to leave the room. She 
came into my mother's room to see us two hours after its 
death, which I took exooedingly kindly of her, and came 
into the drawing-room this evening to see my mother again 
&nd. Charles [Langton) whom she had not seen. She does 
her utmost not to yield, but she is very unwell and I never 
felt greater pity for anyone in my life. It iB quite afJ6Ctmg 
to aee poor dear Jos's face and hear hiB depressed voice. 
The Dr [Dr Darwin] came yesterday at 6, and C. had. a 
good deal of comioft in talking over everything with him, 
the more 80, I ha.ve no doubt, from the exceeding interest 
be haa always taken in the poor littlo thing. The funeral 
is to be to-morrow-Susan and Charlotte, as well 8.8 my 
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fa.ther. will attend. They 1rill go to Fenton in the evening 
and Susan will go there on Monday, which I am .. glad of 
for Joe's sake (who aeeme to find her the greatest comfort) 
&8 for C.'s. It will make him not 80 unwilling to go as U8Ual 
to hie employment-but whB.t poor Caroline will find to do 
] cannot think; for the laat 80 many months the thoughts 
of thiA precious child and the preplU'a.tiona for it bve 
occupied her in an intense way tha.t I never 8&W in anyone 
ellle. But 1 will write no more on this 8&d IJUbjoot. 

We had such eo ba.ppy and sweet little letter from Emma 
to-day that neither my father nor mother could read it 
witbout t.e&n. The ceremony was got through very 
stout-beart.ediy. and then there WIUI not much more time 
but foJ' Em. to change her clothes and pack her wedding 
bonnet and sit .. little by the dining·room fire with Cbar-­
lotte and me Wore abe set off. and I did not much mind 
anything but just the last. It is no snlall bappiness to 
bave had 8uch a companion of my life for 80 long; since 
the time she could speak, I have never had one moment's 
pain (from] her, and a share of daily pleasure such A8 few 
people have it in their power to shed around them. I am 
more afra.id of my father's miBeing her than my mother. 
They had not to be sure a great deal of talk together, but 
her aunny face willlea.ve a. vacancy. 

Emma Darwin to htr ,i,ter Elizabeth Wugwood. 

GowSR STB.UT, 8",urdoy {2 Feb., 1839J. 
My DEAR ELIZABETH, 

Your letter was indeed a shook, and one quite un­
expected by me, though not 80 much 80 for Oharles, &8 

Su&&n had told him how much alarmed she was at tbe 
baby's looks. Poor dear Caroline what fortitude abe h&/:l. 
To-day they are returning home and a m..i.eerable return it 
will be. I oould not believe what W&8 ooming when I read 
your letter. 

My dear sweet ElizAbeth, how I do thank you for your 
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kwn for me. I bave been wishing to tell you UI.t though 
~ own eelfiah bappioeee fillod my thought. 10 much. I 
.... forgot .. bat. yOW' dear .nectionate heart would feel 
ia Jo.inI me, aDd I am a.fraid there &re many little troublea 
01' di8oomforte that I helped a. little to lighten to you. In 

=-t ~ll:~e~o:~~::::g ':~:~ f: I: ~!~ ~ 
would mils a. sister very much. if she only lOVed you half 
.. ..u .. 1 do you. 'fbo time will 6y very quick before 
o.-Maetvilit. 

Oa. Tbunday. Chartae and I did lOme MOpping, which 
be profeaeI rather to like. and 1 bought my IllOrning gown, 
.... of cb.rety-brown satin turque, very unobjectionable. 
A8d then we went slopping through the melted snow to 
BrMdwood',. where we tried the pianoforte which had Mr 
8teftnal n&me written in it, and it. lOunded beautiful at 

far .. we could judge. If you were virtuous perha.p8 you 
1rOUld write a. noto to Mr Swvena to 8&y that 1 like it pa.r­
tioaIarly in every wa.y. and never heard a P. F.I admired 
man. We hope to ha.ve it home to-day. Yeaterd&y we 
tndpd out aga.in, and balf-ruined ourselves at the pla.t.e 
mop. aad. in the evening we actually went to the play. 
wWob Cbarlee thinks wUllook vory well in the eyee of the -... 

J am oookered up And spoilt .. muob &8 beart can wiab 
aDd 1 do t.bink. though you and Cbar. may keep this to 
younelf, tha~ tbere is no~ &0 affootioute an individual 
.. tile one in qU88tion to be found anywbere elBe. After 
uu. ca.ndid and impartial opinion I eay no more. I am 
10 glad my dear MAma was comfortable all about. the 
wedcIiDt. Give ber my beet love and to Papa and Charlotte. 
I wiIb. I bad Fortuna.tutl'S cap to come and curl my bir 
oYer that dea.r old fire witb you and Charlotte. I did 10 

eojoy my 1Rlb a.nd t.alb with Charlotte Good-bye, my -. Ex.D. 
I ,.... a..-. Thoma. Steveu, founder and flnt Warde.1l of Bradlel.d 

Co.IIep. B. married. Caroline ToUec. 
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The piano mentioned above WS8 her fa.ther'a present to 
her. I remember it well in its ha.ndsome ma.hoga.ny case; 

~~o~1! !:te~~~e~ft~;e lil~:f~rgr~~~n p':~ol~~ ~itn~ 
the smallish back mom looking on the garden, whioh 
smoky though it was, was a great. boon to t.heir country 
souls. 

M"B J08iah Wtdgwood to her- daughttT" Emma. Darwin.. 

MAEB.,Eeb'1"U6ry4.(1839]. 

A thousand thanks to you, dearest Emm3', for your de-­
lightful letter which from the cheerful happy tone of it 
drew tears of pleasure from myoId eyes. I am truly 
tha.nkful to find you 80 happy. and still more so that you 
are sensible of it. and I pra.y heaven that this may only be 
the beginning of 8. life full of pea.oe and tranquillity. My 
affection for Charles is much increaaed. by considering him 
Ilo8 the a.uthor of a.ll your comfort, and I enjoy the thought8 
of your t808ty ourtainB and your arm~ohairs, hoping your 
Piano is by this time added to them. 1lr Stevens is now 
below, strumming away upon our old affair, and 1 hope the 
girls ba.ve told him that you like the one he has fixed upon 
for you. 

I have had excellent night.a, and have escaped my morn~ 
ing sickne8fles for a good many days. These are a.mong my 
present blessings for which I am very thankful. I can 
write no more except tender love to Cha.rles a.nd to the 
Hensle.ighs and thanks for your letter ro Elizabeth. I hope 
ro bve another happy letter from you soon. God bless 
you. my ever dear. you will have no difficulty in believing 
me your aiIeotionate " Mum," E. WEDGWOOD. 

Elizabeth W ttigwood to he,. lIi8'er Emma Dan»in. 

MA.E1l, MOfId4y Night. Eeln-w.Gry ((18391 . 
.My DE&BEST E!U1A, 

I can hardly tell you how your atfectiona.te ex­
pressions go to my heart. I ha.ve felt them too sacred 
to rea.d them to a.nybody but Charlotte. a.nd only part to 
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her, tho' abe is very comfort&ble and very sympathising. 
We have just had a. long teJk over my fire, for this is the 
only quiet a.nd privaw time I can find to write t{) you in. 
I do not however deserve your compliment, for it was only 
lII)!P8timea that I minded much beforehand the thoughts 
of Ioeing you. The wedding was a 80rt of thing always 
in Yiew to intercept one's attention. I have minded the 
re&lity more than I expected, but that will not last . and I 
ahaJl doubly enjoy the piece of your society I shall get, 
now I shall not have it all. I shall be obliged t{) practise 
more decision of character now I have not you to help me 
to _tie everything great &nd small. I have always felt 
uhamed of the compllmenta in the letten to my unseIfi.sh­
MM, for what mother ever W808 not rejoiced at a. daughter's 
m&kiog a ha.ppy mArriage, and people look on it as a. thing 
of oowee. And 80 it is, tho~h there are not ma.ny daughters 
or sisters have so ma.ny qualities for ma.king thoBe they 
Un with happy. I think indeed Susan runs you hard. 
She is gone to-day to Fenton, where abe will sta.y all the 
week &t 16&8t, and she will be of the greatest comfort to 
Joe lot &ny rate. 

You have had your dinner-party to-day and I dare say 
Charlea looked very proud to ha.ve you &t the head of bis 
t.&ble. I found Mary, the night before last, sitting by my 
lire orying over a. poem she bad cut out of the paper, " The 
Bride'. farewell to her Parent.a," dated the 29th of January 
too. There rea.1J.y were many pretty thoughts in it. 

M.y fa.ther &a.ys be abould like to ha.ve .. dra.wing of you, 
wbioh I am very glad of. Is Mr Richmond come ba.ck 1 
I don't know whether Air Holmes is better than him or 
not. I ra.tber think. he is tho'. 

Emma Darwin to htr 818fer Elizabeth. Wedgwood. 

Go1lf'&& 8'l'1lBu, TtUM6Y, Feb'l1UJT?l Ii {1839). 

My Da£B ELIZAlIErH, 

I can't remember what we did on Saturday, except 
walking about a good dea.l and meeting a pianoforte van in 
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Gower Street, to which Cha.rJee ehouted to know whether it 
WM coming to No. 12, a.nd learnt to our great 8&tis.faction 
that it watt. B88idee Us own merits, it ma.kee the room 
look fJO much more comfort:.&ble, a.nd we expect Hensleigh 
a.oo Fanny to be 8truck dumb t<Hla.y a.t our bea.utiful 
a.ppearance. I hue given Cbadea a large dORe of musio 
every evening. 

To-de.y we feel much excited witb the thought.e of our 
fintdinner-party, turkey a.nd I< vitinge" if you wish to know. 
The blue wa.ll loolu much better now we ha.ve a few print.e 
&nd drawings bung up. 

I long for BODle news of poor Caroline. Write quite 
openly, for I shall keep your lett:.en to myeelf, and only 
read aloud pam. I hope Charlotte will write to me one of 
theee daya. Give my beet love to my dear Manuna. and 
Papa.. I hope some of you have complimented Allen on 
the way he did the service. 

Good-bye, my dear Em. 

Emma DaMn to hr.,. moth,.,.. 

Gowu STUn, Tl~ [811 Ffb., 183~1. 

My DUllBST M..uou. 
I cannot tell you how plea.eed I WM to eee your dear 

ha.OOwriting and how much I thank you for writing me 
nob a nice long letter. I 8haU &lw&ya preeerve it with 
great ca.te. I wa.a very glad to find you ba.ve bad euob 
comfort&ble nigbtR. I will now go ba.ck to my anna.lR. On 
Tueeda.y . . . Hen.sleigh came in. quite agitated with bappi­
n688 a.t hYing obtained thi.e regietra.nhip.1 It i& such a. 
wonderful piece of good fortune I could ha.rdly believe it; 
a.nd it i.e given bim in 8uob a. gratifying W&y, without a.ny 
teetimonia.ls or bothering of anybody. I should. like to 
know whether it is &ll Lord John Ru.seeJl'. doing. or whether 
Lady Holland baa had a.ny hand in it. She hM been very 
civil lately a.OO M'ID~ them 2 dozen a.pplea. &0. Heneleigh 

1 R~D 01 aabe. AD oMoe of leu emolllm~t and import..a.oe 
than the ~ M W PTeD lip. 
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.. not think it will be at; all a hard pl&OO. He will be 

... ioyed from 10 till 4, about four days a week. Fanny'a 

...... have been very uneasy at the shortness of our houlIe­
maid and are afraid that she is not tall enough to tie my 
10'"" She it about the size of Betty Slaney. 60 I hope 'ann,. aet their minds at ease on that point. Our dinner 
weat oft' very well, though Er&8Qlua tells us it was a base 
imitation of the Marlborougb Street dinnere, and certa.inly 
.. IibnNI was very striking. But when the plum­
puddiDc appeared he knocked under, r.nd confessed himaelf 
OODqaend very humbly. And then Edward i& Inlcb a ,..t. Adonia in his best livery that he i. quite .. 
....... Fanny and Hensleigh e1ept here, and HeDBleigb 
wst the next morning to the offioo. Catherine h&a very 
........ teIy eent us a Shrewsbury paper that we may 
_ ounelvee in print, and aa she drew us up she has all an 
.. t,bor'. feelings on the subject. Charles i8 not quite used 
to m7 honours yet, &8 he took up a letter to me the other 
day aDd. oould not conceive who Mrs C. Darwin could mOOD. 

Be baa eet to his work in good oornest now. The Lyella 
have eaUed. and we were rather sorry to miss them. Yester­
day .,., _tied. to sit up in state till four o'clock, to 800 all 
1M ClI'OWda who should come, but there only ca.me two 
....... We then walked. in the Regent's Park and were _.M in the rain, which agitated. us both a good deal for 
,., of apoiling my beat bonnet. It however was none tbe 
wone. 1 am very much pleased that Papa wanta a draw­
iag of me. I don't know whether Mr Richmond is come 
bAcJr.. I _ill go and get it done when you have settled who 
Ia ...... 

Char. deIirea his best love to you. Will you tell Mary, 
with my love, that I forgot to tell her a.bout Pitman'8 I.ef> 
t.nr., which I wish her to havo &8 a Keepsake from me, 
ADd EJ.iu.beth ill to get it bound for her. 

M.y mother told me that when they came to London it 
... oouidered impoaaibJe not to keep a man-eervant. though 
they wouJd. have been much ha.ppier with only women­
eervanta. 

TOL. u. 
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Mr8 HtMleigh Wedgwood to Mr8 Mar8h at Boulogne. 

'. Currox bIw...\CE, NOTTIlf() BlLL, 
Febnwry lStA [1839J. 

... Your New Year's wishes and hopes do indeed seem 
now like prophetic anticipations, my dear Anne. I 
must tell you how Burprieed we have been at this proof of 
Ld. John'lI good sense and discrimination, a.nd we hear 
from Lady Holla.nd that he mentioned hiB intentions of 
offering it as soon as the vacancy was known to him, and 
since baa written a very pretty letter to Hensleigh to that 
effect. It is only to be £500 a. year, so we shall not be 
extremely ricb, and my year's practice in economy will be 
very useful. 

You will hear from Mr Marsh that Emma is established 
in her new home; and most comlortab1e and snug they 
looked the only day we have as yet broke in on them. 
Yesterday they dined here for the first time. Emma is 
looking very pretty and unanxious, and r suppose there are 
not many two people happier than she and Charles. I want 
to know &nd hear wha.t t-JJw she makes in the London world, 
if the word can be applied to such aimplicity and tra.n&­
paceney. and [to one] who has 80 little notion of making 
an effect. They made their first appearance in tbe world 
at Dr Holland's, where they had Do very pleaaant day, 
Ribborts, Coltmana, &c. We have been unusually di&­
sipat.ed also of late in the evening party line, and Mr Rogers 
has been taking us up, I can't think why, inviting us to 
breakfast and a. party, and coming out here to present me 
with a lovely copy of his poems. We met a little collection 
of blue ladies, H. Martineau, .Mrs Austin,! Mrs Marcet, &c., 
which is I believe quite a. new line for him. Mrs Austin 
ia much found {a.ult with {or being too a.ri.8tocra.tic; tUnoo 
she has gone to Ma.yfair they say she only frequents parties 
of the highest distinction. 

T:Yl'::;~fO~:iw'f.,h~=a~~:O!::Ol~~o~e..~::::b:u~: and mother of tho beautiful Lady Duff Gordon. 
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Elizabeth Wedgwood to her 8ialer Emma DaMn. 

1IUJm, 8u~y MOrM"9 [3~MMtI", 1839J. 
My DBAB ElIMA, 

n is really quite luxurious of a. Sunday morning to 
find myseU with nothing to dO,l I am beginning this letter 
to you purely to say how pleasant it. is. I fool 80 idle I can 
bardly sit to anything else. How much obliged I a.m to 
the beggars for their singular and generous forbearance in 
not ooming Door one of a Sunday, for I cannot imagine 
any other motive but kind consideration for me in that 
piece of &elf-denial of theirs, which is dearly so much against 
t.beir own interest. About five-and-twenty yean I have 
bad the uDsa.tisfactory bother of that school, and I hope 
I bve done with it for life. The other school is not likely 
to be very orderly; but I think the children learn, and I mean 
to try what some switching of fingers, steacJjly administered 
to Tommy and Billy Philips will do. If it does not sucooed 
they must be turned out. The only time I :miM you much 
ia in my room at night. I keep on my fire, and have got a 
table full of books. but it will feel at present that you are 
gooe. Very soon, 1 hope, it will begin to feel that you a.re 
coming. Good·bye. my dear Em. It is the greatest pleasure 
that can be, your letters. 

I well remember my aunt Eliza.beth teaching in the 
little echool she set up clo&e to her Sussex home where she 
moved loiter her pa.ren~' dea.tb. There she went regul.a.rly 
every morning for an hour or two. Her delight in giving 

:sc:e 1oJl~a:;u~!Co;>l:~~sto:v?~a~ t,:::re1&~~a.!o~t~ 
The mention of beggars brings up a. sad part of her life. 
She let herself be preyed upon by all kinds of worthless 
people and i.nlposton. and must have done harm. as well 
aamnchgood. 

~ =th appean to ba'Vf) given up t.ea.cbing thf) SundaY'lIIObool 
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ClIllrloUe L""glo" to I\er aukr Emmtl Darwin. 

My D.&AB. EJou. (ONtBUKY. Jlarc_. 1839J. 

I think it will be a. very good plan for your and 
Eliztb.'8 letters to be made to do double duty, and save 
you both & good deal of repetition; and it will lMVe my 
purpoee very well too, for I sometime. feel it a.beoluteJy 
necefl&ll.ry to give a sign of life when 1 have DOt wherewithal 
to fill & sheet or half 8. sheet, and on those QCcaaiOD8 it will 
be .. great relief to me to have a letter to hook on to. Eliz.a.. 
beth IIOOms to enjoy ber Sundays very much. Her pity i.e 
thrown away upon me, our Sunday-School i.e 110 short. 
Religion Bnd virtue is aU that I mean to teach, other things 
being taught at the day school. But &8 at tbe end of balf­
an-hour I find thoee topice totalJy exhausted, 1 am obliged 
to reeort to a little reading, and & great relief it is. 

Fanny AUen to M7'8 Mar.h at Boulognt.. 

My D.EAB. AlrfNE, 1'I:WBT. Man" tilA (1839]. 

Your letter has boon with me, a.a a companion, (or 
nearly six weeks. watching for .. quiet. couple of bours tb .. t. 
I might tell you what. pleaaure your warm a.nd affootionate 
meaaure of me gives me. I feel myself of greater value 
from your opinion of me. I believe praise, after the age of 
vanit.y, is of great. use to cb&racter. by ra.i.sing your own 
standard, for it must be a na.twal feeling not to betray the 
opinion th088 whom you value greatly have formed of you. 
Continue to love me, dear Anne, and I will try not to Ieee 
an afIection so dear to me. Since I wrote 1a.et, indeed 
aince you wrote, how much the Wedgwoods have enjoyed. 
and ,ufJezed! Poor Caroline', aorrow is I .. m .. fraid yet 
green. 

Eliztb. b&e ,uflered from tbe 1088 of Emma. more than 
ahe expected I fancy-ber joy at EmDl&', happy prospecta. 
while I W&8 tbere, kept ber from falling back on beneU &nd 
thinking of her lose. but tbat time muet have come. 
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Emma is .. happy all poasibJe. 68 abe hu always been­
t.bere never waa & penon born under & happier star than 
libe, ber feelings are the mOBt healthful p088ible: joy and 
.arrow are felt by her in their duo proportions, nothing 
ro" her of the enjoyment that happy c.iteumstanceB would 
DMuralIy give. Her a.ocount of her life with Charles Darwin 
..... in her ncw tni'NGge is very pleuant. . . . 

I bave boon long oonvinced that it ia for the happineee 
cI ohiIdren tb&t they Mould not have amuseDl6l1ta or 
pIeuurM too readily 01' they become none; & healthful 
ponrty is too a.tmOiphere of both a good education ~d 
Jaappu- for children. Two of tho bappiest families I 
bow Me thoee wboee arnUfl6Illente could not be purehuad 
if they 1fouki-there is & CU1'IIe on all that ill bought in that wa,. My two eumpa enjoyed more real pleasure than 
&boee whom I knew had what they oovetOO immediately; 
&My W81'e always devouring the amusements of the age in 
aclY&D.OII, and at 16 and 17 they were f!,.",uiw and bta.i. r 
ban be&rd many people regret (the WilDt of] riohes for their 
chiIdteo'a aake. when I felt the conviction that a blessing 
aMeaded the want. You a.re .. very happy mother, .nd I 
ban DO doubt you Are & more &ffeetion&te mother by being 
from oircumBtanoee brought in cloaer contact with your 
atIdna; .nd they apin must g&in ilUmenaely by this, 80 
whatn'er your 10M ia, they ha.ve ga.ined, I 10m oonvinood, 
by your f&ll in fortune. l 

I did not IlOO Sydney Smith while I waa in town, 110 I 
maA have expTfl88ed myaelf ill, but wh&t. pleaaed me .. & 
t.oam of biB remembrance, was receiving an affectionate 
little DOte from him, bearing I was at. tbe Alderson8. You 
have leen his little pamphlet a.gainst. the ballot, he 8&Ys 
everything that can be said against it, but I am not of his 
opinion, &nd he does not touch the moral part of it. I f you 
give & political right to poor people you should aecure that 

~~ Mb-:-~' :r~:'~."Sit~~~e::rf:o~dThl.niBt~: ~ 
:.au.:or m':~!'~=d 1~ll!~~.~~e ~-:~::'~O~t !i;: 
".,. peDDy he poaaeued to meet tho liabilities of \.he B8IIl.L 
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the u.ae of it does not injure them, otherwise do not give 
it them. Macaulay is our great man, I believe; the article 
you mention of his is an oxoellent one. I am reading 
Sismondi's French History and I am glad to find it very 
interesting and pleasant reading; he is an honest writer, 
that Iovea the mass of mankind, and you see Ilis cha.racter 
in every page. I am 80 glad to like what he writes, and to 
like himself, indeed, 80 much better than I ever expected 
to do at one time. This is probably owing to both our 
characters being mitigated. He has as great a dislike and 
fear of radicalism &s you have- this is a change in him. 
In this country the radicals, as they call them, maintain in 
politics the moral questions, and while that is the case, I 
cannot help being of their opinion. (Does your brother 
Stamford] mean to settle at Linley! If he lives there he 
must marry and re-poople it again, or the shades of the 
past will make it a too painful residence. How pretty the 
little wood was covered with blue-bells in Spring! but then 
you and your sisters lighted. the place up with a glory that I 
shall not soon see again. 

Adieu, my dear Anne, you never gave me ca.use to forgive 
you for any neglect. From a busy person, such as you 
are, with children that required your constant time, I could 
not and did not expect answer!! to my letters. I found you 
alway!! the same when 1 saw you, and it was by that I took 
the measure of your affection. Give my kind love to all 
your girls, 

Ever yours most tenderly, 
F. ALLEN. 

Emma DaMn to her BiBter CharloUe Lang'un. 

GoW7:B Snu:ET. Frid4y (16 Ma7"CA. 1839]. 

My Charles bas been very unwell since Sunday. We 
went to church at King's College and found the church Dot 
warmed. and not more than haH·a-dozen people in it, snd 
be was 80 very cold tbat I believe it was that w·hich has 
made him 80 unwell. We had Ellen 'rolIet to dine with us 
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,...terday and go to the play, and I think it ha& cured 
CbarJee; at leaet he is much better to-d&y, and he was very 
much interested and cla.pped and appla.uded with all Ilia 
heart. It was the new play of Riehelitu. and it was .. 
pleMant Bight to 800 the pit cra.mmed full of people listening 
with aU their ears. It is an interesting pla.y and very well 
aot«l. but M&cready tottered and made himself too old; 
and it was quite ridiculous when he was called for at the 
ead of the play he e&me tottering on, though not 110 much 
..... ben be was a.cting. 

I must ten you of our domestic troubles. I have a gre&t 

dee.ire to part with the cook, a.nd yet have no fa.ult to find 
with her but a general feeling that ahe is too cute, and is 
rather maJcing the mOllt of U8. I particu1arly wish not to 
fiDd out any dishonesty, tbt I may be able to give her .. 
oh&raeter. &nd 80 I shall take courage ~morrow and tell 
her the dOOR not suit. and I hope sbe will take it quietly 
and not require a.nyexpla.nation. Susan ha& heard of 8Ome­
body abe thinks will do. and it will be quite refreahing to 
have & countrified woman. I have ra.ther a desire to send 
oft' the bouaema.id too, but I have really no fa.ult to find 
with her but being vulgar and plain, and &8 ehe is really a 
YWy good eervant, it would be foolieh, for a whim I suppoee. 

I ezpect Charles to get quite fond of the theatre, but &8 to 
dinnera and parties he gets woree I think, !Iond I don't care 
bow few dinners we go to either. Drinking wine disagrees 
with him, and it is eo tireeome not drinking that he can't 
nelat one glaM. Nen week we dine a.t Dulwioh and go to 
Blagrove's concert, which I am afra.id will be a great deal 
too deep for Charles . 

.&'JIIfIIO Darwin to 1a~r si8ttr Eliza7:ltth W ulgwood. 

Gow:z.a ST1LUT, Gooil.!'Tiday [29 Marel, 1839] . 

. . . Thank you for your letter which came t<Hiay. I 
forgot to mention the baeket. All tbe poultry W&8 quite 
tn.h and F!Ionny 8&Ys the turkey was excellent, and Maar 
tonsuee are quite as superioraa Hartfield pork. On Thursday 
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1tIr Sedgwickl called and WWI very pleasa.nt; there is some­
thing r6mt\rk:a.bly free.h and odd about him. The Hens-­
lowal come on Monda.y. and Charles is much more alarmed 
at the thought of them than I am. On Monday the LyeUs 
dine with U8; Tucad.ay we shall leave open for any public 
amusement they may like to go to; Wednesday they dine 
a.t the Lyells; and Thursday we all dine at Dr Fitton's, if 
they stay 80 long, 80 we have plenty of things cut out for 
them. The cook is pretty good 80 I am not afraid about 
the dinnem. 

Snow W[L8 rather naughty one day bere. 80 after they 
were gone to bed a.nd she had been repentant, Fanny be&rd 
her say to Bro., " Oh Bro., I can't bear it, turn your face 
towards me, kiss me, Bro." So Bro. cautiously &&ked, " Is 
your face wet with tea.rs t" However he turned and kisaed 
her which seemed to give bel' great comfort. 

Emma Darwin lo he,. ai8ter ElitalMtA Wedgwood. 

UPPER GOWJ:R STlU!:2T, ~y, .April 2, 1839 . 

. I must tell you bow our learned party went off 
yesterday. Mr and Mrs Henslow came at four o'clock and 
she, like a discreet woman, went up to her room till dinner. 
The rest of the oompany conaisted of M:t and Mrs Lyell a.nd 
Leonora. Homer, Dr Fitton a.nd Mr Robert Brown.' We 
had some time to wa.it before dinner for Dr Fitton, which 
is always a.wiul, and, in my opinion, Mr Lyell is enough to 
flatten a. party. as he never RpC&b above bie breath, 80 

that everybody keeps lowering their tone to his. Mr 

1 Rev. Adam ~i(lk (178$-1873), Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, Woodwai-diao Prof6680r of Geology and afterwards Canon 
at Norwioh. My father was taken by him on Ii geological tour. He 
tells how Sedpiok IMlIt him to make independent obiel"Vatiollli, and 
adda : .. I have little doubt he dld tb.iJi for my good, as I WM too 
ignorant to have .-ided him." 

, The Rev. John Stevens HensIow (1796-1861), Profe&&Or 01 
Botany at Ca.mbridge. My father, who WI,/J one of hie favourite 
pupils, tells how, as an uodergraduate, he W&II aweetruok. at the 
amount of hb. knowledge, and yet perfectly at eNtl with him, owing 

to ,~~~lFiB!~ ~~~~I~~~t~l"Ph;:= ::l=:;:~Robert 
Brown (1773-1868). botaniat. 



The Hemlcw, and Lyell, 

Brown, wbom Humboldt calla " the glory of Great Britain," 
ioob ao shy, &8 if be longed to shrink into himself and dis­
appear entirely; however, notwithstanding those two dead 
weight" viz., the greatest botanist and the greatest geologist 
ill Europe, we did very well and had no p&WIe8. MnI Hens­
low baa a good, loud, sharp voice which was a. great com­
fort., and Mrs Lyell has a very constant supply of talk. Mr 
lIenalow WIWI very gla.d to moot Mr Brown, as the two great 
botuistB bad & great deal to say to each other. Charles 
".. dreadfully exhausted when it was over, and is only &8 

...,ll all oen be expected to-day. There never were easier 
~ than the HenalowB, &8 he has taken himself off all 
day. IU'&d she is gone out in a 6y to pa.y caJls, and Charles 
and. I bve been walking in the garden. He is ratber 
aebamed of himself for finding bis dear friends Buch & 

burden. Mr HenBlow is 80 very nice and comfortable that 
i& ia .. pleasure to look at him. It is said of him that he 
never wishes to eat, but always eaUi everything offered to 
him. The dinner was very good. . . 

Elizobdk Wedgwood to her BiBter Emnw Darwin. 

MilR, Ttluday N-,hl [11 April, 1839] • 

• • . To-molTOw month you will be here which will BOOn 
be here; and the fortnight, alM ! soon gone, but then there 
will be your visit in August to look forward to next, and 
my nm up to you sometime. 

I weoh.nd had &goOO hatch of gardening after the HoUa.nds 
were gone, planting a great patch of crocuses. in imitation of 
Shre .... bury. in the gr&88. and sowing seeds; till at last a 
Ieeliog took me by surprise that I W808 doing it all alone and 
for nobody elso to take any interest in, and I took a fit of 
aadDeaa. which, however, will not come a.gain. for one really 
doe. take interest in the plants for their own sakes, and 
one likes gardening like any other art for its own sake. 
J(oreover the little Spring bed is very gay and pretty. It 
has been a. real bright day to-da.y though with an east wind 
atill. 
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Elizabdh Wedgwood to h~r au"" Madame SiMncmdi. 

YUa, WlldMldo)i, 15 J,,~ (1839J . 

. . I have been enjoying three weeks of Emma's com­
pany. She and Charles stayed. a fortnight hero, and I went 
on with them to Shrewsbury, Eliza (Wedgwood] kindly 
taking my place here meanwhile; and the feeling that abe 
was procuring me a grea.t pleasure, and the retirement, 
made her, I think, quite enjoy her week. It was agreed by 
all the members of the colony that Emma's time was BO 

short she could not be spared to divide any of it amongst 
them away from Macr, and that they would all come and 
see her here, 80 that we had the whole of her visit. It was 
rather spoilt by Charles being 80 unwell almoet the wbole 
time of his sta.y in the country, and Emma not very well 
hemell. Charles got some of his father's good. doctoring 
and is much better again, but I IUppose he is fooling 
the effect of too much exertion in every way during his 
voyage and must be careful not to work hie head too hard 
now. His journal is come out at l&st along with two other 
thick volumes of Capt. Fitzroy and Capt. King of the same 
voyage, but I have not bad time to read it yet. It is a great 
pleasure to see Emma 80 entirely happy in her lot, with the 
moat affectionate husband possible, upon whom none of her 
plee.sant qualities are thrown away, who delights in her 
music, and admires her dress. I quite agreed with all your 
good advice to her on that head, and I even mean to dresa 
well myaelf, now the oredit of the family restH on me. 

You do give me some very nice dosea of poison, dearest 
Jessie, if I believed anything about them 6%oopt that you 
love me-hut of the rest of what you say 80 beautifully, I 
hope I do feel moot gratefully the truth. There cannot be 
a happier or easier task than ma.king the livee comfortable 
of my father a.nd motber. There never were people who 
ga.ve 80 much and required. 80 little. Indeed it often makes 
me ashamed. and touches me very tenderly to 8e6 my father 
get up to pay me some little kind attention that would 
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come 110 much mOfe appropriately from me to him. We 
have very seldom been only our own selves since Emma. 
went. Now I have had tbese three weeks of her company. 
1 feel satisfied and think no more of her 1088, and have got 
rid of the fits of sadness that would take me sometimes un­
awares. The Hen.sleigbs are coming down the end of this 
month, and Hensleigh will return to town after bringing 
them down, and I then mean to run up with him and see 
Emma. in ber own house for ten da.ys or BO. The Hensleighs 
have just taken a house four doors only from Emma, which 
Emma very much likes. She will find it 8. great comfort. 
ror they are neither of them idle people to fall into the error 
of running in and out at a.ll holll'fl. Cb&rlcs goes to his own 
room to work after breakfast till two o'olock, so that Emma 
baa 8. good dea.l of time to herseU in the mornings, which I 
should think very comlort&ble. 

Mrs Jwiah WWgwood to he,. h1Uband in 
Gower 8trut. 

My D&AR J05, M.u:R, Wtdnuday, D~. lltA, 1839. 

I need. not I am sure tell you bow glad I was to 
reoeive your letter yesterday, giving so good a report of 
your journey and of the outlyers in London. 

We have not rejoiced in your absence nor" rode Towzer," 
becauee you are away, and the only visitors 1 have bad 
have been my little birds. who have found out my store of 
lluet. The principal ill one Greater Titmouse, who had 
neatly usurped the whole bracket a.nd ill so pugnacious that 
he preaents arms whenever one of the other little birds 
preetlmeB to show himself on the bracket. Jessie [Wedg­
wood] is a most welcome as well as agreeable tliird; she 
.-..me on Saturday. bringing with her the kind offering of a 
little pig and I hope she will stay till we are tired of her. 
ElW.beth gave me a fright last night by taking a hot bottle 
to bed. lest it should burst and scald her. but I got re&88ured 
by hearing that you used ODe almost every night without 
injury, andl slept my uaual good night. 
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I ha.ve two commissions for you, tbe first to buy some 
Dutch beef for grating; the second, & Magic La.ntern to 
m80ke my court to the darlings here. You ma.y bring theae 
two a.rticles with you or send them by Elizabeth. 

Ever yours, my dear Jos, 
E. W. 

Elizabeth went up to be with Emma for the birth of her 
first child, which took place on Dec. 27th, 1839. Their 
mother wrote: 

My DEAR ELIZABETH, M.u.R HALL, ~ 28, 1839, 

I received your letter of good news yesterday with 
great joy. It cost me a good cry, bu t such tears are precious 
and I was very ha.ppy while shedding them. Remember 
my love and blessing to both p&rents of the welcome 
strangor, who will, I hope, be as great a comfort to them as 
their predecessors have been to us. We have been guessing 
a.t his name and have guessed Robert. So no more from 
your affectiona.te mother, as Fa.nny has boon eo kind as to 
promise a little gossip of her own in addition to this. Ever 
yours, my dearest Elizabeth, 

E. WJ:DGWOOD. 

TIns is the last of Beesy's letters in the Ma.er collection. 
The handwriting is so cha.nged from the beautiful penman· 
ship of the earlier letters, that no one would know they were 
by the same ha.nd. 

William Erasmus was an immense joy to both his parents. 
My father took an unusual delight in his babies, and we 
have all 80 vivid memory of him as the moot inspiriting of 
playfellowtl. Emma., as mother, W&fI &l.J. tha.t W&8 tender 
and comfortable. Her sympa.thy, and the I'IeI'enity of her 
temper, made her children feel a.bsolutely a.t their ease with 
her, and sure of comfort in every trouble grea.t or sma.1J, 
whilst her unsel6shnoss made them know that she would 
never find anything a burden, and. that they could go to 
her witb all the many little neods of 80 child for help or 
expl&n&tion. Our elder cousin, Julia Wedgwood, sa.id that 
in our house the only pJace where you might be 8ure of 
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:l~m~:~~d~;~~~::J~ !7ct :~7eiu~~; 
up on his pa, to be qwet, and safe, and soothed by his 

~her had ten children and suffered much from iU­
healtb and discomforts during those years. Many of her 
ohildnm were delicate and difficult to rear, and three died. 
My father wae often seriously ill and always suHering, so 
that her life was full of care, anxiety, and bard work. But 

:: :e8~~:: ~~e:~e:~~~f:~:::~:;~o?r 
DKft bearAble to him. And though her life could not but 
be anxioue and laborious. I think it will be SOOD by her 
let ... t.W it W&6 ha.ppy as well as blessed. 

1 give here, at the outsot of her married life, the beet 
picture I have been able W draw of her ch&ra.ctor. It 
muet. however. be kept in mind that I am thinking of a 
much l&ter time, as my memories of her are na.turally more 
vivid in her later-middle and old age. 

These old letters speak of her &6 gay and merry, and I 
bve been told by old friends of hers that she had the 
chum of abounding life and high spirits. When I re­
membH her' &8 she W80II in my childhood, it is 88 serene but 
.,mewh.t grave. The jokea and the merriment would all 
oome from my father. One can roo.lise how heavy WQ8 the 
bDJden of anxiety borne by her 80 calmly, from seeing what 

dee.r:ffch!!! t~~~l~~h~e::~~~~'t all who knew her 
well, felt its power. Acquaintanoee at firflt 8Omotimos 

~.L ~s:~eb;~<><!e:=t r:~~&8grar:~y f:th:r
w
:: 

pNBIion. 010ne thing I am sure,-that she wa.s na.turally 

~ loo~O:~~~:r&:~~7e!= b~~ !::F~horo::: 
.emed no evil to conquor. Therefore, though she was the 
moat unselfish person I have ever known. there was no 
w.ce in her character of the seU.guppression which is ofton 
found in those who have had to struggle for un.seLti.shness. 
H .. liaBieI, her dislikes. her whims even, were aJl vivid and 
vividly expressed. and her u.nse.lfishness did not procood 

;:m.:YWh:~~: :~n:a.iu:!l~;;it !:ar:~~bl':: 
~ her having an unkind or vain thought, nor can I 
89"" remember her ma.king Bo ha.rsh judgment. 

Complicated cha.ra.cters, with a certa.i.n intro&pectivc self-
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:~~ou~:~ h~~ :=~~ler~~~~~!:'!:e t!itl~:: w~ 
&lways "full of interest. Her judgment was good, and there 
was about her 00 bright alivenes8, and a ma.ny~ded interest 
in the world in books, snd in politics. Her utter sincerity 
gave a continual freshn668 to her opiniOIl8, and there were 
delightful surpri8efl in her way of taking things. She had, 
too, a happy enjoyment of fun or humour. Jessie Sis­
mondi said of her that she would "lark it through life," 
and this remained true in one sense. To the very end of 
her eighty-eight yea..rs she kept an extraordinary youthful­
nee& of mind. It was, I think, aJmost her most remarkable 
quality. She never stiffened, and continued to understand 
a.nd sympOothise with. the joys, the pains. a.nd the needs of 

~:n':~ed ~ypI~:r:,:xf:~=~~ ~e!~~: p~~bi!: 
it does to most old people. This youthfulness of nature 
sbowod itself in all her enjoyments-in her delight a.t the 
first bate of spring, and in ber warm welcome of Miyone abe 
cared for. She would hurry to the front door a.t Down, 
eager for the first moment of greeting, or in summer weatbor 
sbe would be on the little mound which overlooks the 
entmnce ro&d, waiting to wave a welcome &8 the carriage 
drove up. The contrast of this outepringing wa.nnth with 
her usua.I calm deme&D.our, made every arrival a kind of 
spooia.l festival and fresh delight which I shaJI never 
forget. 

She always made the most of the little pleasures of life. 
r well recollect once calling her to the window to look at 
two blue titmice, who appea.red to be behaving ill a. ridiculous 
way. They were playmg leap-frog over each other's ba.cks 
on the lawn, we supposed each trying to get fi[flt a.t some­
thing good to eat, and flaahing blue in the "'pring sunshine. 
I remember thinking how nice it was to show her little 
things, and that she would laugh and look with the kind cf 

en~~:h~ din;ru~of~t:~tAlr was &8 remarkable as her 
light-heartedness. It would be impossible to ima.gine any­
one taking a liberty with her, or that she should let her&elf 
be put in a false position. As I have said, people were 9Ome­
times afra.id of her at fint-to my great eurprise----for no one 
really was more approacha.ble or less nncha.ritable in judg­
ment. ltis true that she was easily wearied with tediOIl8lle88 
in people. a.nd would flash out a.ga.inst their t«lium, though 
never to themaelvee. But there W8.8 no malice nor ehade of 
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unkindnee8 in these little outbUl1lts; &nd somehow the super­
fici.I contrast with her real nature, her essentia.l tolerance 
and undemandmg unselfi.shness, made this impatience 
characteristic Bnd entertaining. She was aJao impatient 
of tedium in books and in seeing sights. I remember her -,wB in fun t11&t she could see a. ca.thedral in five 
pWlutee. 

Another side of this impatienoo was the fact that she wae 
61ittle inclined to jump to conclusions, and did not alwa.ys 
thoroughly weigh all sides of 80 question. Also it was an 
analogous quality tb&t made her courage, of which she had. 
plenty. 80metimea degenerate into rs.shnese. 

ne~:~e :a:chvZ£ ~~u1~:.or I~ !:~~~~hl~ h:! :~: 
i.nfuaed this spirit into the household and m&de the servants 
ready to co-operate with her, often even at great inoonveni­
eGce to themselves. She had & delightfully ready and 

:::~~:a~~:e!:~an H~.~~~~~~da. t~s~u::n~&~~r: 
of &Dy trouble was possible, she alwa.ys did that little. instead 
of thinking, as one is often tempted to do, that it is not 
worth "bile. She WaB very sensitive, although her reserved 
uture did not always let her show wha.t ahe WaB feel­
ing. She told me once that. she W&8 troubled in the night 
by remembering instances where ahe t.hought she bad failed 

:th~r~ &8soi:~e·ne~e~~~~~tet!r t~:~~n:v: t: 
behaviour but perfect tact and consideration for the feelings 
of othen. 

She bad no aympa.thy with any sentimentality or over­enbera.noo of expression. Simplicity, even barenese of 
manner, W&8 more to her taste. But she rejoiced in the 

~:an:e 0.!ee~Yi~;!:~I~o~e'h!~o~t~~~;~r:t:r':. 
~e:~ w~~~t w:/ :arC::"fn ~~ili!101~ \~~gw~~ 
~l~ =~ly ~eh:~:te:x=~::~u!fac~ ~~ 
Darwina thawed the silence and reserve of the Wed.gwoods, 
whilat they lea.nt on the Wedgwoods' sincerity and strong 

:b:n:h:r-s::y ti~~T a:~~~~ w=~ouC;:;J.I~~:~:auri~: -. My mother's calm strength made her the most restful 
penon to be with I ever knew. To the very laet it wae 
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always my impulse to pour out every trouble to her. sure 
that I should have sympathy, comfort, and helpful counse1. 
She was a perfect nurse in illne88. Her self-command never 
gave way an.d Ahe was like a rock to lean on, always devoted 
and unwearied in devising expedients to give rclief. and neat­
h&nded and clever in carrying thorn out. 

She did not laugh much, but when ehe did her laugh had 
a £r&nk enjoyment delightful to he&['. Her voice too was 
sympathetic and pleasant and she read aloud clearly and 
~~~ !~~ t~ct!h~:y;:~~fw~~ !~ve;:'de~i 
of their lives. But Bhe WM never a doting mother. She 
knew what we were and never imagined we were perfect or 
interesting to the outer world. I remember one little 
speech-not true but still characteristie-" I do not fool my 
sons are my 80M, only young men with whom I happen to 
be intimate." It expresse& one fact which lay at the root 
of her happy relations with her children, grandchildren, Md 
:d::u.~y.and nieces, her profound respect for their indi-

But 1 think her moat remarkable cha.ra.cteristio was ber 
absolute sincerity. In little things and great things it was 

!hf~:~' T~~eli:: =~:e~! t:rjfu~J::! %~~:j~! 
great thin81l we are many of ue sinoore. li'or instance, in 
&JUjwcr to BOrne visitor who remarked how interesting it 
must be to wa.tch my father's experimenta, she told the 

::11:0 ~;h~:.a~~th::h~~ ':h'e n~~~~~:1;a.d Sr:ar~::i 
to enter into my father's tastes and thought ahe would be 

:::;:~ ?~~~~~ ~i!mc~l~a~= ~ ~1 h~wh~~,~~ 
am a.lraid this is very wearisome to you," to which she 
quietly s.nswered, "Not mOle ths.n all the leet." He often 

~:~~ ~}bp!~~ ~~~o~~~:a.~~l~:! 
correct to do so. Few people would venture to say as abe 
did when sJMl&king of Tennyson's QuU'll MaT1/, "It is not 
ne&rly so tireeome 808 Sha.keepere." It is fair to add that 

~:efa~!~~f~a:~!~~No!h~~~: l;~~~ 
spoke of the cbarm of Imogen and Viola. 

She had no strong taste for poetry, and though sbe read 

:: t:: li'tt!e~~~~~ sh~u!o;i~~t P~~ ~~ 
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Ihe oared for. and there 1 found the following verses from 
/. JI~m. It 01&1 be truly Mid that they M'e an 
.p ..... oIiw lile, 

J tno"f that t.hia w .. Life,-the track 
Whereon with equ&l feet "fe fared; 
ADd tbeD, .. now, the day prepared 

Tbe daily bDrd6ll for the baok. 

But twa it w .. that made1Ue mOTe 
AI light .. carri6l'·birde in air; 
I loved the weight I had w bear, 

Becaue it needed help of Love: 

NOT could I "f&UJ, heart or limb, 

~r~h!T .~~:;~ .. ,.. in tw.m 
ADd part it, gnina half to him. 
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CHAPTER III 

184.0--18*2 

The ill·health of Charles Darwin-The SiAmondis at Gower Street 
-MiBa Edgeworth on Emma Darwin-Anne Elizabeth Darwin. 
bom-Ersemu and MiY Martineau-Charlea and Doddyat 
Shrewsblll'1--SiAmondi's fatal illDeM-The birth of Edmund 
Langto~ 

Emma Darwin to her aunt Madamt S..,mondi. 

12, UPPBJ!. GOWER 8nu,., Fob. 7 {IMO]. 

My DBAlL AUNT JESSIE, 

It seems very odd to me that I should bve been aJ.l 
this time without writing to you, but I bve been so helpl€f18 
and unable to do anything that I never had the energy to 
write, though I was often thinking of it. Now I am quite 
well and strong and able to en)oy the uee of my legs and my 
baby, and a very nice looking one it is, I assure you. H e 
has very dark blue eyes and a pretty. small mouth, his nose 
I will not boast of, but it is very harmless &II long all be i, a 
baby. Elizabeth went away a week too 900n while he was 
a poor little wretch bcfore he bega.n to improve. She was 
very fond of him then, and I expect she will admire him as 
much as I do in the summer at Maer. He is a sort of grand~ 

child of hers .. 
Charlee and I were both very much pleased at having a 

visit from Papa, a.nd he looked comfort&ble in his arm· 
cha.ir by the fire, and told us that Gower St. Wall the quietest 
pla.ce he had ever been at in his life; and Elizabeth finds it 
very quiot after Maex, though she had a little private dissi~ 
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.... 08 of her own, dining and going to parliee. but she h .. 
• dlffereat aort of bU8tle at Maer. 

I 1JM delighted to bear by your letter that your coming 
to Enalaad was positively fixed, &nd I hope to catch you 
.. ODd at Mae" Cba<1eo and I bad been planning to 
... 100 to oome straight to alJ when yon came to town, 
_ I caDIlot tell you wblot. a. plello8Ul"e it would be to receive 
"au. both in my own house a.nd show you my own deaf 
b..Nod and child. but J have boon telling him this morning 
u...t while hi. health oontinaN in suob a very uncomfortable 
I&ate. it would neither do for him nor you. He has cer-­
umIy been worse for the 1808t six weeD, and baa been 
pretty conatantly in 6 et&to of la.nguor thAt is very fli&. 
tr.ein&. and his being obliged to be idle is very painful to 
bim. He is consulting Dr HoDand. but without mucb 
..,..tetloet, 

Fob. 10. Here is • glop in my Jetter, but I can find 
time for nothing. as nuraing a.nd looking after the b&by 
U. up "'1 number of hotll'8. Charlee hae been better 
.... tbeee three dayt, a.nd I hope he hae made .. turn and 
1rilI ooatinue mending, and that I ahall have the happi.ne88 
of .... 'ring you and my dea.r M. Sismondi with WI. J should 
.. 10 much more of you in the morninge and at odd timee, 
aad perbApe he would be going out more th&n you would 
lib, and then I ahould catch you. I have not forgotoon 
aty happy l&ay at Paria, and the precioua bit. of talk I bad 
with you. It. wu .. bright, happy time. 

It _ .. pIeuure in writing to you tbat one'. letter i. 
ODly_ by two, and one may say whatever comes upper­
moet. aDd eo I will be IWJ egotistical as ever I plea.&&. It i • 
.. ar-tl happinese to me when ChBorIOl'l ia most unwell that 
be OOIltiDaee ju.t &8 eooiable &8 ever, and i. not like the 
hit of the Dvwine, who will not. say how they reeJly &ore; 
but he a1waya tella me how he feels and never want. to be 
aIooe. bat continuee ju.t .. warmly .fJectioute as ever, 
IQ that I feel I am a oomfort to hint. And to you I may 
-y that be ia the most affectionate penon poesible, ... 
much IQ .. your own Sia, and I a.m aure I could say DO 
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more for bhn. Ii is a gre.t adv&nt&ge to have the po~ of 
expreB8ing affection, and I e.m sure he will blake hie children 
very fond of him. I have been pretty well cou:ed and 
8poilt all my life but I &Ill more th6Jl ever now, eo I hope 
it does one no harm, but I don't think it doee. 

I bve no doubt it will be a painful moment to you 
when you see Papa. and Mamma. at firat, but I think you 
will find tha.t Mamma's affections Are much more a.live than 
when you saw her last, though I suppose her mind ill cer­
tainly much wWer. She lights up occasionaJ.ly very much 
into her old ael£. Mr ClifIord was very charming and nice 
to her. and I think his visit a.t Maer was & 86tisia.ction to 
him. I was very glad to c&tch him, as I had been longing 
to see him &gain theee 20 years, a.nd be was very much his 
oJd self, only grown very old. 1 a.m glad you like Charles 
Langton. It is & pretty part of his character his fondne118 
for Mamma. Cba.rlotte told me that he 900med to see 
through her into wb&t she had been, more than she should 
have thought poaaible in a. penon who had not known her 
before. I lUll going this evening to take Fanny [Henalei.gb J 
t.Dd the children to see the illumination.s for the Qneen's 
marriage. I am BOJTY the ~bblement ba.ve Buch .. rainy 
day for &eeing the fun. 

I have been reading Carlyle, like all the rest of the world. 
He fascinates one and pute one out of patience. He has 
been writing,. 8Ort. of pwnphlet on the state of England 
called "Chartism." It is full 01 compassion awi good 
feeling but utta-Iy unreasonable. Charles keepe on reading 
and ab'using him. He is very pleasant to talk to anyhow, 
he is &0 very natural, and I don't think his writings at all 
80. Write to me soon like,. good 8Oul, and I never will 
be 80 long again. Goodbye$ my dearest. My beat of loves 
to M. Sis. The baby performed his firat smile to-day, & 

great event. 
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OOOT1& Danoin 10 Emma DclTtu'n. 

My DBAR EMMA, 811>nddy. S~WgBUR:r [5 April. 1840]. 

You a.re a. good. old soul for having written to me 
110 BOOn. I, like another good. old 8Oul, will give you 1m 

acoount of my proceedings from the beginning. At the 
sta.tion I met Sir F. Knowles, but wa.a fortunate enough to 
get into a sepa.rate oarria.ge from that cha.tterbox. In my 
carriage there was ra.ther an elegant female, like a thin 
Lady Alderson, but so virtuous tba.t I did not venture to 
open my mouth to her. She came with some female friend, 
also a lady, and talked at the door of the carriage in 80 

loud a voice that we aJI listened with silent admira.tion. 
It was chiefly about family prayers, and how she always had 
them at heJf-pa.at 10 not to keep the servants up. She 
then cha.rged her friend to write to her either on Saturday 
night or Monday morning, Sunday being omitted in the 
most marked ma.nner. Our compwon answered in the 
most pious tone, " Yes, Eliza, I will write either on Saturda.y 
Digbi or on Monda.y morning. " As soon as we sta.rted our 
virtUOUB female pulled out of her pocket & religious tract 
aad. a very thick pencil. She then took off her gloves and 
commenced reading with great earneetnees, and marking 
the best passages with the aforesaid thick lead-penoil. 
Her ne:.:t neighbour was an old gentleman with a porten­
tously purple nose, who was studying a number of the 
Olwish'an HeT(Jkl, and bis next neighbour wa.a the primmest 
she-Quaker I ha.ve ever seen. Was not I in good company ~ 
I never opened my mouth a.nd therefore enjoyed my journey. 
At Birmingham I wa.s kept standing in the office three­
quarters of an hour in doubt whether I could have a place. 
and I was I!O tired that I regretted muoh that I took one. 
However to my surprise the journey rested me and I arrived 
very brisk at Shrewsbury. In the office at Birmingham I 
was aghast to see Mr J. n., an indomitable proser, taking 
his place. He did not know me, 88 I found by his addre&aing 
a ohance remark to me, and I wa.s insta.ntly resolved on the 
d68pera.te attempt of travelling the whole way incognito. 
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My hopes were soon cut off by the appearance of Mrs H. 
with whom I shook banda with va.st surpri6e and intereet, 
and opened my eyes with a.sOOniahment at Mr H., 88 if he 
had dropped from the skies. Our fourth in the coa.ch wa.s 
Mr Parr of Lyth, an old, miserly squire. Mr H. opened his 
battery of conversation. I stood fire well at first a.nd then 
pretended to become very sleepy, the proser became reaJ.ly 
so, 80 we had the most tra.nquil journey. Old P&1T, the 
miser, WIIoS sa.dly misused at the Lion, for he had ordered a 
fly to take him home, a.nd there waa only ODe; a.nd Mark 
persuaded the man to take me up first. and gave a. hint to 
the }X)rters to take a wonderful time in getting old Parr's 
things off the coach, so that the poor old gentleman must 
have thought the porters andfiymen all gone mad together. 
so slowly no doubt they did everything, whilst I WIloS driving 
up with the most surprising &l.acrity. My father is appear~ 
ing very well. I have begun to extract wisdom from him 
which I will not now write .. 

I enjoy my visit. a.nd have been surprisingly well. I 
flUSpect the journey and change will do me good. I have 
begun like a true old Arthur Gride, making a small colloo~ 
tion, and have picked up several nice little things. a.nd have 
gQt some receipta for puddin~, etc .• and laid down some 
strong effectual hints about jams, and now you may send 
the empty jars whenever you please. 

Susan is very flourishing. Be Bure you give Mr Hoddy 
Doddy {the babyJ a kiSil for me .. 

en~~:h£~~~,,!~g ~~!he/:h:;~~th:la~a;!~ w; r::i:~ 
the Sismondis in Gower St., but the house was lent to them. 

Madame SiBmondi to her niece Emma Darwin. 

TENBT, Ju~ 26 [IMO] . 

. . Your roof, my Emma, brought us good luck while 
there, everything went to our hearts' content; be it observed 
that Parslowl i8 the most amiable, obliging, active, service--

1 Madame Silmondi'li ho~ that Paralow would never leave Ull 
Weft! fulfUl&d. He lItayed till he was PMt wOfk, and th6ll lived on 
as an old h"iend and pen8ionel' at Down, ..... befe be died in 1898. 
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.hie ~t that ever brea.tbed. I hope you will never part 
with bim. Our good luck took leave of us a.bnost tho 
IDOIJl«lt we left. At the station, where confusion was WOl"SO 

oonfounded. 150 per80nB running from ono ooach to &nother 
.. if they were mad, Sieruondi and J a.mong the runnOl'8, we 
lOt. oar pockets picked and were left pennyleee for the rest 
of 01lI' journey, but for Fanny. At Ree.d.ingl we very nearly 
loA Fanny, and Siamondi by a. trick dot&inod the ooacb, 
pret.eodina: heoouldnot got down, a.nd the ooaoohm&n 8woa.r· 
ina be must drive off, and I with my head out of the window 
ICI"eMIling" Fanny." ... We bega.n. our voya.go most agree­
ably. sitting ca.uay in the carriage, till we Im'ived a.t the 
g:rMt 16&, when ob I wbat .. cha.nge! I W&VOI!I washing over 
U8 and pouring into the carriage in 8pite of the windows 
up-wind, rain, horron indoecribab1e below, whither I was 
IIOOll driven. And then what grooD8 aDd criea. not a IIOpha 
or chair vaoe.ot. I lay upon the ground groa.n.i.ng too, a.nd 
that for DetVly 16 houn. You may imagino the delight of 
arriving. Aboub one o'clook we hoord, .. We &reoflTenby," 
and in hall-a.n-hour we were in Sad's (Harriet Surteee] 
d_ioul room-a fire (for it was very cold). fruit. Rowers 
aDd tea. None of uloould sIeepfor joy, and every day ainoo 
1 b.e been in an eoewy. 1 do little but look out of too 
wiDdow at the coming and going Ilea, the bathers, the 
wrJkers, the merry dog8, riders, and 8088 riders that cover 
u.e thore. We are terribly becouained, there never was a 
cr-ter crowd collected together. and we have visits from 
immed:i.I.t.eJy &ft.ec breakfast till dinner at 6 o'cloc.k, 80 that 
it ia banlIy possible to do anything or to g088ip among our· 
..an. till night. Harriet and I sleep in the lamo room and 
an often found talking till 1 o'clock. 

Give my love to your hU8band and my grateful thMks 
for hi, munificent reception of U8, even when not there to 
do the bonouI'9. 1 bope his silver will not suffer. 1 found 
be had left out wine al8o. in short I never a.w luch a. recep­
tion, inviaible aa it WIWI. It was like having entered. an 

Ia \t~ ~l':'~f:rhe;t,,~~Oo~ wr:moon= !: ~:=: 
aDd there toot ahip, aitUng in their own oarri&le. 
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enchanted castle. everything wu there before one W'Mted 

it; you inapired your servants too I think. When I asked 
for the washing bills, they said tbey b.ad. orders not to aend 
the linen to the wash till &Iter we were gone. 18 not this 
your very mothEll' 1 and i8 it. not conspiring against your 
husband's putge 1 

I have jWlt boon down to ask S, if he had any oomma.ods. 
I found him in an oost&&y over your husband's book.1 He 
sa.id it Was the most attractive reading be had met. with; 
that notwithet&nding hi8 ignorance of natural history he 
found the grer.teBt interest in it, that it was written with 110 
much foolin.g, 110 good. &0 right a heIut .... 

In Maria. Edgeworth'. published letteR there is ihe fol­
lowing description of my mother. There had boon a friend­
.hip between the Edgeworth8 and Wedgw00d.8 dating back 
from the time of the tint Josiah Wedgwood. In 1840 
Miae Edgeworth W808 73 years old. (Dec. 26, 1840):" Off we 
went to Mn Debrizey's. Mn Darwin's, Mrs Edward. 
Romilly's. Mrs Darwin is the ~Ung08t daughter of J08 

~~C :: ~;~r:!r :d, ;:u~t:r 6ha:dia,m~\f~i 
old times. She has her mother's radiantly cheerful count&­
nauoe, even now, debarred from all London gaieties and all 
gaiety but that of her own mind by c10ee tJ.tendAoce on her 
sick husband." 

m;j:r!~io~f 8~!~ ~o!~::t c::: t~ ':oril 
London was no longer suitable for either of my })Menta and 
they were bcgiru:J.ing to think of moving to the country. 

JlGClame Siamundi 10 hef' "ita Emma Darwi". 

Cutla, J_. 2&, 18'1 • 

. . . 111 had written to you ten days ago I should have 
told you Siamondi WM Dluch better,· but within that time 
biB hiccup baa returnod as violent &8 ever, and lasts th. 
whole day. He continues to work in spite of it &11 the 

~ ti!~:;;'.if.~3na::. ~':a 'ru!~lv.r.taYinEnglaod in 11'0. 
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......,. and. be will walk out, but be will not eee anyone 
if be I*l bel pit. . . . 

Wd.y Bulwer will not Jet go hel:' ooJTellpondence with 
.. He beats it with Christian patience. U he W&8 to 
pabliAh his letters they would make a good qua.rto in the 
.,-r. bia journal mUei another, and he baa completed a 
dIiok 'tOI.. of his history Ilince hie retum. I am intelTopted 
&Iu. JDQIDent by a letter from Patty Smith. Sbe says her 
... Niaht.i.ngale is ne&r neighbour to Ld. Palmerston, 
who reprda Napier ae a (seoond] Ne18on. That notwitb­
a.ocIinI the grMt IUOO8II8efI with which ho [palmerston] 
will meet Parliament. a.nxiety bas aged him ten years in 
tbeee lui; teo months,l 

Gin our united lovo to your husband and a kiM to your 
ehild. Remember' me kindly to Parslow. God bleea you, 
my dMr little Emma. 

Is may be mentiOJloo that the epithet .. little" which 
Jeeele Suunondi oiLen U8efl in writing to my mother does 
not teem to me cb8.re.ct.eristic. My mother waa not little 

:~~Lic:~t: t'b~e e!b~m: ~~t.~r:.ul or appealing 
Her eeoond child, Anne EJUza.betb, waa born on Marcb 2nd, 

1861. 

12. Unu Go.,.... STUST, Jl4j g, 1841. 

... We are thinking of going to Maer on the 1st June. 
It. will be cWightCul t.o find ourselves there but I rather 
ctn.d \be journey for Charlee. I wiAh be would let me 
aaul the babbiee and nurse8 go by ourselves and be by 
himIelI, bot he Myll it would look 80 bad he can't c01Ul(lnt 
IotWpIoo. 
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I have taken to pla.ying a. little on the pia.no a.nd enjoy 
the fooling of health a.nd being a.ble to pla.y with the little 
boy a.nd walk about a.nd do what I like, without alwa.ys 
thinking about oneself which ill very tiresome. Before my 
confinement I could take 80 little notice of the little boy 
that he got not to care a pin for me and it used to m&ke 
me ra.ther msmM sometimes, but he likes nobody 80 well as 
Charles and me now, but I think. C. is the prime favourite. 

I must tell you a nice thing of Erasmus as you used 
not to like him, but it is a profound secret so you must not 
tell anybody. The other day he wrote to :Miss Martineau, 
thinking that owing to her long illneBB she might be in want 
of money, to ask if he could help ber. He c&rried about his 
letter in his pocket for some days without having courage 
to send it ; but he did at la.st and poor Miss M. was very 
much gratified by it, though she would not let him help her. 
Sbe refused very nicely by openly entering on her affairs 
with him a.nd telling him exactly what she had, to show 
him that she was not in want. She has nothing but what 
she ha.s earned. I am afraid she has little ohanoo of recovery, 
which I am very sorry for. Life was of great value to her, 
though she seems resigned to quit it. She told him she 
would let him know if she was in any m8tress. Goodbye, 
my dearest aunt J. My best love to my dear uncle. 

During part of their stay a.t Ma.er my father went to 

~~;(:~ l;~:) ::~st~~~:~o:dtot~~!~l':; t!rr. 

Cha,ks Darwin to Emma Da,win at Mae, Hall. 

[SHKEWSDU&T, 1" J1Jy, 184.1.1 

I will give you ca.tegorical account, and first for my own 
beggarly self. I wa.s pretty brisk a.t first, but a.bout four 
became bad and shivery. I was very desolate and forlorn 
and missed you cruelly. But to-day I am pretty brisk and 
enjoy myself. I think my father looking rather altered IUld 
aged, though he a.nd the two old ohioks appear very well 
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and charmingly affectionate to me. Doddy's reception of 
me wall quite affooting. He sat on my knee for nearly a. 
quarter of an hour, g&ve me flame sweet ki88e8 lUld arng­
send and looked at my {BOO and pointing told everyone 
I ... pappa. Everybody lleelllB to like him, they 8&y he 
is 110 meek and good. When I had bad him for about five 
minutes I a.aked him where waa Ma.ma., a.nd he repea.ted 
yoar name twice in 110 low &lld plaintive a tone, I declare 
it aJ.m08t made me burst out crying. He is full of admira­
tion a.t this new house and is friends with everyone and 
lit. on grandpapa's knees. He shows me the different 
things in the house----dear old Doddy, ono could write for 
ever about him. I a.m grieved to hear my father, who 
is Irindne88 itself to him, thinks he looks a very delicate 
child. I felt quite ashamed at finding out, what I pre­
sume you did not know any more than I, that he ha.s had 
!tall II eup oj CTeam every morning, which my father (who 
IJeemed rather a.nnoyed) 8&y8 he believes is one of the most 
injurious things we could have given him. When we are 
at home we sheJ1 be able to look more after him. Only 
conceive, SUII&D found him when he started in the carriage 
with his stockings and shoes half wet through; my father 
saY' getting his feet wet on the grass. when afterward.8 
changed. is rather a good than a bad thing. but to allow 
bim to start on a. journey in that state waa risking his 
health. Last night Susan went into Doddy's room and 
found no wa.ter by his bedside. I tell you aJl those dia­
agreeableDe88e8 that you may feel the 880me nooessity that 
I do of our own selves looking &Ild not trusting &Ilything 
a.bout our children to others. 

I hope a.nd suppose I shall hoor to-morrow about your­
lieU and little Kitty Kumplings [Annie, 4 months old]. who, 
.. I have 86veral times rem&rked to myself. is not 80 bad 
• girl &8 might be expected of Doddy's riva.l. Give my 
kindest love to Elizabeth and to Uncle Jos and Aunt Bessy. 
Good-bye, my d6&'. Right glad I sbeJl be to sea you on 
Tu_y. 

Your a.ffootionat.e, C. D. 
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All through my father's middle age, his la.rge frame, 
clea.r grey-blue eyes, and brown out-of-door looking com­
plexion, 80 deceived many of his friends that they were 

~b~ ~o~~::: fe~ti~r-~!!st~h:~ ~~:: i:~do!~~sr:;; 
might have been at fault. 

Oharks Darwin to Emma DaMn, at Maei' Hall. 

ISBllZ",SBUBT, July 3, 1841.J 

. It seems natural to write you a sera.p, though I 
ha.ve not to tha.nk you for one. Rather severe I guess. 
I was very well yesterday, and to-day am looking 80 well 
that my father owned he should not h&ve known, if I had 
been a new f&ee, there wa.s anything the matter with me. 

To-da.y at breakfaat there was much scrattle t.a.lk, &8 the 
&lIDual acoount was wound up, which amounted. to £1380, 
£10 less than last year. Is not this ma.rvellous, considering 
Illy fa.ther's personal expenses and presents, and everything 
except his children's allowances, are included in this 1 A 
thunderstorm is preparing to brea.k on your head, wruch has 
a.lready deluged mo, about Bessy not having a cap, "looks 
dirty "-" like grocer's maid-servant," and my father with 
much wra.th added, "the men will take libertiea with her, 
if she is dressed. differently from every other lady's maid." 
I generously took haJf the blame, and never betrayed tha.t 
1 bad beseeched you several times on that score. 1f they 
open on you, pray do not defend youraelf, for they 80re vory 
hot on the subject. . My father seems to like having me 
bere; and he and the girls are very merry all day long. 
I have partly talked. over the Doctor a.bout my buying a 
house without living in the neighbourhood baIf-a-dozen 
'years first. You never saw how the girls dote on Doddy, 
they say he is the most channing of aJl the children. A frog 
jumped near him a.nd he d.a.nood and sereamed with horror 
at the dangerous monster, and I had & (bout] of ki.88ing 
at rus open, bellowing mouth to comlort him. He threw my 
stiok over Terrace wall, looked at it as it went, a.nd cried 
Ta.tta with the greatest Bang froid and walked away. 
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Jladome SMmondi to her niece Emma Dorwin. 

[CHlJrI' •• B~17tl,18U] 

My nepbew IWd niece Jsa,h.l and her husha.nd, pa.ssed 
teo or twelve days with us before they left Geneva. &lld I 
eojoyed their visit. We both like his honest. warm, 
Welsh heart, Tory as it is, a.nd I found Isa.b-. even more 
than a1Iection&te, 8ho was tender, considera.te, both of the 
inconveniences of a. sm&ll establishment as well &8 of Sis­
mondi'e unwe1lnesa. They were but one day or two 
at an iDn he!-e. yet in that day they invited Edward Allenl 

to dinner and took him with them to Ferney, while Edward 
and Ad61e (Drawe], in a whole fortnight or three weeks. 
never found ono day to offer him So kindness, even & dish of 
t.e&. It might be the difference of English and Welsh hospi­
tality. but that bad itll difference in warm and cold bea.rta. 
I give you these little anecdotes to help my opinion for 
which I know you will have no respect. "Oh this is Aunt 
Tusy-musy,lll that is the way she is wild after the last person 
aod thing." 

How glad I am C. Darwin continues to mend, tho' it is 
but., Mowly. The illness of one destroys &ll oomptmiollBhip 
when there are but two, a.nd my way of life is become very 
eoIi.tuy. I hope as the a.uturon p,lVe8 us cool weather I 
may preva.i.l on S. to wa.lk a. little, which he does not now 
at all. I am very gl&d indeed Erllo8mus is better, which is 
'ftIry geI1eroUs of me, for I Am not fond of him, yet more 
abame to me, fOl' he is a.n excellent man, a.nd I love much 
JOlIr proofe of it. Miss Martinea.u W&B hyperheroic to refuse 
• peaaion; not one in the na.tion would ha.ve been a. sou the 

• D.qhtmo of John Allen of CreI!selly; ahe married George Lort 

~~~~nA1!~rk'ed 17 . 
• ~ Hunt de&uibea ~w Byron, who apparently invented this 

word. would "&,retend that Braham called 'enthuauwm' Entoozy-

~ ~d ie::!:o=~:h~i~~~d p~tmligoh~~t~~ 
word from billips, aooompanied with a gesture to OOrTli\ll~KlIld, ne 
=:..~ -::,=:.reor~~~e~~r:e~!~ !linger in one of hiI (then) 
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poorer and many would be the better for every little abe 
had, I take it. I torgot till now that S. asked for .. bit of 
my paper. 80 God ble8e thee, my little darling ... well &II 

your Charles. 
J.8. 

Why abame on my wife, if she thinb tb&t is the p1aoe 
I asked her to write, in IC88 than a full page it is impoaeible 
to me to put together my ide&s. I may tAke a. ki88 from 
you and sond a God blesa him to your husband, and that 
is all, but Jeesie ha.s given you with her writing muoh more 
pieuure thaD. I could have done. 

Cbarlee l.6ngton had found that he oould not cooacien· 
tioualy continue in the Churcb. and be and Charlotte caDle 

~t:~ ~)~lifA::hW: tt~~~~Yb~~ba~m~!~ 
Jessie Sismondi wrote of him, .. Mr. Langton is indeed a C1 of a son-in-law. His constant attention to my own 

chil! Ed:u~d, ~:t= ~:mJov~:l: ~~. uJ~eir only 

OharlotU Langton. to Emma DaMOi,." Ielft",- calld J-m 
W<dgwooci. 

M.ua, ~ [SO Roe. IMl). 

I think I may venture without a.ny harm to indulge too 
longing 1 have to tell my dea.rest. Emma, Fr.nny and JeMie 
how I thank them all and each from my heut for their 
warm pa.rti.cip&tion in my bappineae and tender expteNion 
of it in all their letten. It is more tb.n I deeerve when I 
reoollect how utterly unfeeling I have alway, been about 
young babies, &nd felt inclined. to think it hard on the 
motber, that they ,hould not be prettier and more attrac­
tive. .. Cbarlee', di.a&ppointment in ita not being a girl 
was completely ,wallowed up in otber feelinge, and I eould 
be most. ungl'&teful if I bBtd the 8JDallest room left for • 
regret .bout it. . .. 1 have not bad • drawb&cJr. 01' an 
anxiety .bout the baby or myaolf, with the exception of • 



CharloUe and Mr Baby 

mtIe anxiety for two da}'11Cllt I should not be able to nurse; 
DObodyever (pulled] thro' 80 smoothly and I do feel most 
pat.elul for my and Charlae's great happinees, &nd now I 
will idop. for prudence Bake, my de6l' trio, with kindest love 
to 10ur three buabands. 

Ever your a.flootiona.te BiBler. C. L. 



CHAPrER IV 

1 ... 

[ClUP. TV 

A ~':'!ti~u!~?:'~b.r1~:g:::'~~EC~ith 
Emma at Gow. SUMt--Emma a~ Jlaer-The death of 
Siamoodi-Jeuie mOTM to Tenby. 

SlSJlONDI was now &erioualy ill and Jeeeio's life wu full of 
aadnees tr.nd anxiety. Her deafnees interfered. with her 

:~j:l:::or!ti~e;1ic~!ke a::t ~8lIlo:~:eF:ts::~: 
could neither guide nor stem it, he was a.rra.nging to lea.ve 
Geneva tr.nd return to Pescia . 

.Madame SismoMi 10 her niece EliMMJdA Wtdgwood. 

Cub_, J-.-, Uti (18'2] . 

. . . Publio events h&ve come nearer me and disturbed 
me more than ever they did before. The storm is passed, 
but no one yet can tell the ravages is will bave made. The 
OQftltuuo,," continoe8 its Bittinp daily, but Sismondi has 
given up attending them and I imagine will be diamissed 
if he does not dismisa hilll8elf. The RadicaJa a.re now 
attacking the national Churoh, and the :MethodisUJ and 
Catholics unite with them, 80 that there is little hope but 
th&t it will fall with the Constitution, and tho Academy 
&iter that, in short. everything of the old Geneva will be 
efta.oed from the earth. There are no concerts, balls, or 
IOitiu among the Oenevoiaee, one meets no one in the 
streets or shops. It is exactly as if half the town were 
dea.d. and the other half in mourning. The evil they Iurove 
done me inclividua.lly, and alter &1. one's patriotism, 



· ... ) Jusie's Love of Geneva 

JpunaPity. general good. &c., is nothing in comparison. is 
tIo up-root me from hence. and send me to Pescia., and I 
.budder to think bow unhappy it will make me. My eye 
.... rested 80 long with sucb intense admira.tion on theBe 
IDOUIltaina &nd lake, they have become mends, family, and 
oountry to me. I have formed here vaJ.uable friendships. 
a.DCl &om time to time I soo my loved country-people &nd 
IIOIDetimea my family; in short, I ha.ve built here my poor 
li$tle remnanta of ha.ppiness and wish I may not break my 
beart. in _vmg. 

We are going to dine by and by with the Or. Ducheea1 

-bat bow that will a.groo with Sismondi ill & doubt that 
preventa my enjoying anything in the outing line, and then 
there is not much to enjoy except a little variety. To 
_noe S. out, he is always promised that he shall meet no 
ODe or but one. This does not suit me a.t a.ll, &8 I CIm do 
nothing and hear nothing in general conveJ'8&tion, but 
thrown by numbers into a t2k-d-leu I ca.n still boor my 
put aa well as another. 

You uk me for a. list of French books. While S. was 
writing Louis XlV I went through memoirs and letters of 
tho.e times innumerable. There is a new edition of Mme 
f34msn6, 12 octavo vots. of which I read every one, and 
with cWigbt, but the greater part of those you have read 
too often. lime de Simiane's letters are worth reading, 
bat in ben one perceivetl the contrast of the bel uprit of 
the Province and one of the Capital. It shows what Mack. 
ued. to lay, the neooesi.ty of position to letter writing. 

B'mma Darwin kJ her Bi6te.r Elizabdh Wedgwood. 

[ldFfb.184.2.] 

• •. 1 'ftIlt in with the Hensleigha to the pantomime for 
the fun of eeeing the children '8 pleasure. Tho first thing 
... the moet dreadful blood a.nd murder thing with a. gibbet 
on the etage, and I thought it would be very bad for Bra'8 
drw.me, however, he stood. it, a.nd even the pistols going 

I Grand DuaheM of Wftrtemberg, si8ter of the Czar Niobolaa I. 
TOL.lL 5 
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off very well. Poor Erny put hiB head down on my lap 
whenever he expected tmy firing, or whenever the chief 
comic oh&I'ooter, a beadle with a very red fa.oe, W&8 on the 
stage, whom he seemed to think quite &8 alarming &8 any 
of the murderers. The second piece W&8 more obeerfullmd 
when we came to the p&ntomime Snow &nd Bro were in 
exta.sies and 80 sorry when it ended a.t near 12 o'clock. I 
wa.s surprised at the extreme innocence of even Snow's 
qUe6tiOJl8. .. Whether they were really killed 1" (I forget 
tho' whether that wa.s Bro or not) "whether the wicked 
Squire W&8 really a had man 1" and many d.iscussioll8 as 
to whether Mrs Sa.nders, the waxwork wome.n, was nice or 
not, and they thought all the women so beautiful. If you 
will have dissipation for children, they oertainly enjoy a. 
pla.y ten times more tha.n anything else. The first play 
ended by the military coming over a wa.ll and shooting 
almost a.ll the cba.ra.cters dead, to our grea.t relief. It W&8 

a.t the Tottenham theatre, very low. 

Emma Darwin to her aunt Madanu Bimaondi. 

12, UPPER (k)WER STlI.EET. P«J. 8tA [1842]. 

. . . I came up the other da.y from Maer by myseU a.nd 
minded. it no more than a. drive to Newca.etle. Everybody 
was civil and gentlemanlike and the policemen at the 
stations are very obliging. I enjoyed my week lot Maer 
heartily. Charlotte was very much occupied with her baby, 
and Cha.rles still more 80 I think; indeed EUz. says she thinks 
she never aa.w a woman 110 fond of a ba.by as he is. I wish it 
had been a girl for I think Charlotte's gravity and want of 
looking at the hopeful Bide (jUBt like my father) will make 
her too anxious about a boy. I often fret my soul about 
our little boy, which is a great waste of fretting, for I dare-
8&y he win be a very good boy, but all men go through an 
awful ordesl at school and college. It is only wonderful 
what good souIa they turn out after all. At any rate I had 
better put oft my fret for 10 or lIS years. 



, ... J Baron Humboldt 

lout night Charles was at the Athenooum Club to give his 
YOte for Eras, who was to be balloted for and who came in 
triumphantly without ODe black ball. They have &oirl.e' 
ftfIl'! Monda.y evening, and as a.ll the literary a.nd scientific 
meD ill London are in the Club tbey must be very plea.sa.nt, 
and I hope C. will800n be able to join them, but he is quite 
bocked up to-day. 

The London air has a very bad effect upon our little 
boy', v's and w'e. he says bis name is "Villy Darvin," and 
.. Vipe Doddy's (whloh is his pet nsme) own tears away," ... 

I am rather alarmed about America going to war with 
111, but if it is about the right of search, or not giving up 
the .Jave in the" Creole," it will be in a good cause at any 
rate. That wicked Thien seems trying to do all he can in 
the way of mischief too, about the right of search. Charles 
went to meet Baton Humboldt at breakfast at Mr Murchi~ 
1011· •• which he wae very anxious to do. &s be admires him 
10 very much. He paid C. some trfomendoWi compliments. 
and talked without &ny BOrt of stop for three hours, 80 that 
be iI not agreeable. . .. 

Oharles Damn to Emma DaMn. 

SBlUI:W8BUllT, Tiurday [llarcA In 07' StA, 18'2] . 

. . . I have been telling all about Doddy and Annie. 
&ad they like hearing everything. Catherine gives me up 
altogeiher &8 a moral teacher, after I have told her of my 
piiting Doddy to shew fight to Johnny 1 and alter my 
tI'ying whether Doddy or J . should have last blow. Katty 
declazee ahe shall always My I was once a good father. 
They think I probably misuse you very much, otherwise 
you DeVer oould be quiet while I teach my son such prs.nk8 . 
. . . I enjoy the loob. of deanliness and freabness of every­
thing, and I wish you were here to enjoy them. The 
0I'00tlaea are looking quite bril.li&nt. Tell me aU about the 

I The Barry Wedgwood,' eldeet bo,. 
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ehickmu!, if you are well enough to acnoble & bit. Give 
my beet love to Elizabetb &lld tell bet' I eIpect to tee her 
when I return. She must not lea.ve you a. delKl1a.te widow. 
Good~bye, my de&J'e81;. 

C.D. 

I W88 quite right in gying your soratched out passage 
would give them plenty of work. Catherine, after baving 
drawn a chair to the window, cried out (as Susa.n &ays): 
.. Here is my work [or the morning." Sbe first aacertained 
which were false tails and whioh real; she then found that 
many false Hs had been introduced, which made her 8uapect 
SOO16 word beginning with H. was importa.nt; and then on 
the principle of tmnsparency she deciphered "com law 
rhyme," and. eo gueaaed the whole. Marianne wrote by 
return of poat in & transport of curiosity to know what it 
mea.nt. No doubt she well knew that the perseverance of 
Shrewsbury was not to be batHed. 

Ohorlu DaM" 10 BMma Dunoi., 

8tM1dcJy [SIIBIW8BUBY] [probably 13 Jlorol, I842J. 

My DUR E)I}lA, 
I must go on complimenting you on your letters; it 

m&kes me quite proud, reading them (with akippibns) to 
my Father and Co. I know well you are r&ther & 

D6ughty girl. and do Dot pipe enough about your good 
old self. The other d&y my Father and all of us tmited 
in chorus bow much p1eaaanter the piping strain w .. than 
the heroic-remember that, though I wish 1 could remember 
itleeR ... . 

I have begun my letter rather late, 88 I and Caroline 
han been compromising our educational di1ferences, which 
are much lees than I antioipated. I will gim a abort 
journal: on Friday I walked beyond Skelton Rough. to­
wards Rose HaD-an immenae walk for me. The day was 
very boisterous, with great black clouds, and gleame of 
light. and I felt & I16DB&tion of delight which I hardly ever 



,"'J Charles's Delight In the Country 

as:peoted to oxperience again. 'l'hore certain1y is great 
~ in the country even in winter. This walk was 
__ too much for me, Bond I was dull till whist, which 
I enjoyed beyond measure. We sat up talking till I past 
10 •.•• 

I think I ha.ve picked up some notions by our education­
filht.l; Caroline is enthusiastic about M. Guizot, and sa.ys she 
apeet in aU his directions. . I bve just re-read yester­.y'. letter: your aecount of your economy in fires a.nd 
paddinge amused us much. A nice item the new taxes 
will be-I calculate about £30 per annum; I have half read 
Sir R. Peel'. great epeecb, it strikes me as very good, a.nd 
it it very intereeting. I am sure I have sent you a. dull 
eaougb letter to-da.y, 80 good-bye, my pattern wife. 

e.D. 

Emma Darwin ro her Bunt Madame SiBmondi. 

12. UPF.I!:JI. GOWER STlI.BlCT [..ipril2, 184.2]. 

My nEAREST AUNT JESSU:, 

I MOuld not have left your cha.rming long letter 110 

long unanawered if 1 had been brisker and not 80 stupid. 
I .ympathize with a.ll yOUI' pa.inful feelings at breaking up 
aU your establishment, And not the lflB.8t pAinful ODe to me 
.oold. be leaving your little CAt. But I trust thAt yoU!' 
ohief comfort will be to find thAt A complete change will be 
of the greatest &erVice to M. Sis. My little Annie has 
taken to walking and tB.lking for the mst fortnight. She 
is l3 monthb old and very healthy, fat and round, but no 
beauty. Willy ill very much impre88ed. with his own 
geaeroeity and goodness to her. 

We don't mean to move this summer, which you will 
think a good thing-my inclination for the country does 
not diminish though. Charles is very busy finishing his 
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book on Coral ialanda, which he eays no human being will 
ever read, but there iB such 8> rage for geology that I hope 
better thinp. Will you give my kindest love to my Uncle 
Sis. 1 God bleBB you, my deareet Aunt J. 

Charlu Darwin to Emma Darwin (at Maflr). 

Jl",., Moraiwg (Ma,. 18U]. 

. . . On Saturday I went in the City and did a deal of 
printing buBineBB. I came back gloomy and tired; tbe 
government money baa gone much quicker than I thought, 
and the expenaea of the ConrJ. volume are greater, being from 
£130 to £140. I am be-bluHeviJed. I am daily growing 
very old, very very cold and I d&reMy very Bly.' I will 
give you &ta.tistice of time spent on my Coral volume, not 

I including aU the work on board the Btaglt. I commenced 
it 3 years and 7 months ago, and have done ecarooly any-

I thing beeidee. I have actually spent 20 months out of thiB 
period on it I and neady all the remainder aicknese and 
visiting! !! Catty stops till Saturday; notwithstanding 
all my boasting of not caring for solitude, I believe I should 
have been dreary without her. yesterday I went at 
2 o'clook and [ha.dl an hour's hard talk with Horner on 
affairs of Geolog. Soc., and it quite knocked me up, and this 
makes my letter rather blue in iiM early stages. After long 
watching the postman your letter haa at last arrived. You 
cannot tell how much I enjoy bearing about you all. How 
astoniAbing your walking round Birth Hill; I believe now 
the country will do you good. What 8> nice account you 
give of Charlotte's tranquil maternity. I Db the Baby 
W88 livelier, for liveline88 is an extreme charm in bab--ohiqks. 
Good-bye-Ilong to ldse Annie. 

C.D. 

I An alIWIiOll to one of Harry Wedfwood'6"~ epitaph Oil 
SuaaD Dantin. 

Here the boD. of Suaan li&, 
She w. old and cold and Ily. 
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Jladame. Sismondi to her niece Eli:aheth Wedgwood. 

CntNll. 81.\J",,,,, [184.2] • 

• . . Sill ball corrected 4 sheets of his last Vol. 29th. and 
written lit conclusion which I think wise, snd very touohing 
__ cUBing himaeU from going 8,8 far &8 he had promised, 
.". declaring his inability from suffering, and describing the 
hard struggle be bas made to m&ke bis work complete. 
He judges himseH modestly, yet consciOU8 of his merits; 
he speaks of bis unflinching truth, his strict morality. his 
impartiality, his BOOrn to Batter &ny na.tion at the expense 
of tboee virtues. but declares that he ha.s not worked 
20 yea.n for a. people without becoming a.ttached to them, 
that he loves the French (1 think that is visible enough 
without his sa.ying it), but it is not sufficient for their grasP"" 
ing vanity. The prize Gaubert was refused him on the 
ground of his enmity to the French a.nd to the Catholic 
ftltigion. It ill the fashion now in France to be very 
Catholic witbout a. spark of religion. 1 think S. never 
wrote anything better than those few pages of conolusion. 
There is 90mething profoundly melancholy in the aimul· 
taneoua disappearanoo of all, who for these last 20 years, 
han worked together at that history. The author himself 
driveu from his labour in sight of the goal, only one Vol. 
more and his task was done, his bookseller and faithful 
friend, Mons. WUstz, who rea.d over and made his observa.­
tion on every sheet sent to him ,for printing, died this week 
unupected..Iy; his printer, Mons. Crapelet, a friend too, 
and. who haa worked for him SO years, correcting himself 
the proof·llheets before sending them to S., retired from 
buaineu jU8t a.t the same time from broken hea.lth, and 
without having made his fortune after 30 years' indefatiga.ble 
labour. He too goes into Italy to recover, if tha.t is pos­
aible, but when physioians send away it is but the knen 
of death, the a.vowal they can do nothing. He talks, poor 
feIlo .... , of meeting us there. 
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Sismondi died June 25, 1842, at Geneva. Fanny Allen 
wrote: "There 800ms a greater destruction of the living 

knn::!if.l~ ::~~~~diy!!:: :te:~~~l ~ma~~llpe=tm! :::~ 
continued interest and pleasure Sis's lettels, but they 
bring me a pa.inful reproach that I did not value him 
a.B he deeerved living; but this, alas! I might stLy of 
everyone almost whom I have lost. I find my life one long 
regret when I look b~k on It." She had not ahva.ys be­
haved well to him in old days, so tbat it is fait to show 
that after his death she came to a juster estimate of his 
cha.racter. 

Madame Si8'nWft.di to her nieu EmmG Danain. 

Cabllc, S~pt. 10 (1842) . 

. . . Nothing you could say would give me pa.in, dea.rest 
Emma. You have no a.llayed. feeling to awaken up; my 
BOrrow never slumbers but when I aloop myeeU. I am 
astonished I e&n, but I do, and eat and am well, and he 
gone whom I thought I never could survive. He BO filled 
every inst&nt of my life, that now my feeling of desolation 
pa86e8 aU description, but that must necessarily be. If I 
can but keep oft the monster despair. which a.t timea ap­
proaches 80 near it makes me tremble, I sha.ll learn to 
bear my own deprivation, and if at my age it weans me 
entirely from this world and makes me pant for that other, 
there is no harm done. If I could but have Mrs Rich's 
firm faith that he has only passed from tbe visible to the 
invisible world, and already lives and is waiting for me, oh 
what ha.ppine88 it would be. With what impatience 1 
ahould endeavour to make ready. 

I am told you have bought a. pla.ce in the country where 
you mean to lie in. You must not think of writing to me 
in your present infirm sta-te, but I long to know you like 
it, a.nd will be happy in the change. You know that I 
have agreed to return with Harriet and Eliza. nerl month. 
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I oarry with me too sick a beart and too wearisome a. dea.f­
... to repay their aiIectiona.te reception, and would rather 
hide myself from my friends, as & poor dying dog does, 
t.Ium abow myself to them. But to my purpose in writing. 
1 am always tlying off to my complaints, a.nd I am most 
UJl8f6teful to murmur. for I have lIl&oy mercies from 
heaven to be grateful for. My very grief is precious to me, 
and I would not cbange it. Like Ld. Southampton of hia 
IIOD~ .. I would not change my dead husband against any 
Itring one," then why complain t 

Simtondi wished you to ha.ve bis Miltons, that his dear 
lIlr JOB, &s be used to call your father, gave him, and he 
said, .. I would give my Camoens to Mr O. Darwin if I 
foODd any way of sending them to England." Now I shall 
eend off a box of books for myself. tell me if I sha.11 put in 
any other books for you 1 I have all the EngliBh olassica, 
which your father gave me, is there any of them wanting in 
your library' God ble118 my dearest niece. 

Jessie came to England after winding up Sismondi's 
atTain! in Geneva and docided to live with Harriet Surtees 
at Tenby. Fanny Allen wrote (Feb. 8, 18(3): 

.. It was a sa.tisfactory visit which I paid to Jef!8ie and 
Harriet. I am convinced the former is as happy and 
comfortable as it is reasonable to expect sbe could be 
within a. year of the 11:*8 of a person who loved her 80 
entirely and pse&ionately 88 Si8lllondi did. She told me 

!!!ft~ :: 8~~;: ah~~:,~~t~~~~ :ref:'th~h!!r~ 
~w ~L~>u~~~~~~t ~h~: ~~~~chh~a~u:~~ 
~g. reading and taking out or copying things from 
hie joutna.1s tha.t might &arve Sir F. Pa.Igra.ve for his work/ 

I! w~ ~~~i:ra~ f~: ;~ii=a1' thu!:eIe:: ~ 
::,,,-~~ an idol of him now; it is her nature to do so. It 
;;;;;r odd to me that when she was mentioning circum­
Btanoee which required an indulgent feeling for his weak-

V;l'\'i.Q~~ ~==.48~~. Sir Fralloill Palgrave, the historian, 
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nesee& and prejudices. Je8ll.ie was quoting tbem almoat as 

°E~fAlle~sa=:a~w· ~~~h Jessie suffers from tbe 
" bumili.a.tion " of her deafness. but adds. "I would advise 
all wbo love her not to be a.fra.id of coming near her.sbe has 
such a power of laying and of exciting love tbat aome way 
or other I always find it good to be near ber." 



'M2J 

CRAPrER V 

DOWN 

75 

DoWll-Tbe ~U8 illn61111 of Josiah Wedgwood-The death of 
Emma', thiid ohild-A vW.t from Snow, Bro, and Emy-The 
crhildren get 1000t in the Big Woods. 

FOB lOme time my parents had felt a growing wish to live 
in the country. Their hea.ith made London undesirable in 
many ways and they botb preferred the freedom and quiet 
of • country life. They decided to buy a. country-house. 

~c!u:t, O;ri~~~~d~&8 ~~~laou~~~o~ t~bel~d~n~ 
there W&8 8. weary searoh before they found anything at 
all suitable. In my mother'8 diary under the date 

~ ~n!u!8:!~et~~ ~e;~8:n~'t ~f~:~~u~~~:!~: 
h W&I bought for them by Dr Darwin for a.bout £2,200, 
aod. the purcbaae was quickly completed, for they moved 
in on September the 14th. 

Down was then ten miles hom a station, and the whole 
~bollthood, though only sixteen miles from London 
Bridge. W&8 entirely rural. To the south there were miles 
:I~' now cultivated &6 fruit grounds. My father was 
~~ with the variOO hedgell and many flowers of a 

the eye&~e;::,dh:l~ c:rcfecidehi;:e ;:!~a: ~~~! 
Hoaee. 

The bouae was square and unpretending. built of shabby 
hriob, whioh were afterwards stuccoed. and with a 8l&te 
roof. It faced south·west. and stood. in about 18 aCI'C8 of 

:::~; :i~o~:n~drb:a=in ti~: !~~t~!'or~~lclin~ 
.I&rp party. The rooms were pleasant to live in, both 
~~-room and dining-room ia..rge and roomy, but en­
tirely unpretentious. and with sashed. windows down to the 
P'01md. Ita principal oharm was a. row of fine lime-trees 
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on the ",eat of tbe houae and & large lawn, which sloped 
slightly upwards, iIO that the flower-beda made & brilliant 
effect f.:om the windows. The houae became oovered with 
creepers, and shrubberies and orohani8 sheltered it, except 
from the BOuth, where there W&II an open field. A group of 
walnutllo, cherries, and Scotch firs grew in the field ne&or the 
bouse, and a few aehes and other trooe further off. There 
was no extensive view, only a little peep of distant wood­
la.nd. It 8tood bigh 011 t.he rolling cultivated ohalk dowDe, 
and muat have been bleak enough at firet. In sout.h-weat 
gales one could BOmetimes taste the salt on the dra.wmg­
room window-panes, although the 116& W&II forty miles away. 
An immenae poUarded beech of a peculiar muahroom-like 
shape, which grew in our boundary hedge, waa .. cbarao­
teriatic landmark. 

oo:dl.::!~:t!:u ~U:;!e~dv~:h!:td~ei 
know one where it W&ll 80 plea8ant to sit. out. The Sower­
beds were 01080 under the drawing-room windows. They 
were often untidy but had a p&rticularly gay and varied 
effect. On the la.wn were two yew-trees whore the ohildren 
had their ewing, and behind a. bay-tree there WIWI • large 
heap of sand for them to dig in. Beyond the row of lime­
trees was the orchard, and a wa.1k bordered with Sowering 

~r..loctT~t:n~~enJ~s:;nj ~=:.:!:t '~~; 
father; many of the trees were wild cben:iea aDd bircbe8. 
and on one aide it W&8 bordered with holliell. At the end 
there was a little eummer'-hou86 and an old pit. out of which 
the aa.nd wa6 dug which gave it its name. The waI..k on one 
side W&8 always sheltered from sun and wind, whilat the 

~t:erw=e8b~ntth ~eo~e~kh~~~~ee~~;:::8oon~ 
aornewhat mola.ncholy oharm of. chalk oountry-wa.torl688 
uninhabited valleys, bleak upluda, with occaaionaJ yewa 

~~~:r hi~g~·1.1~ !;r:Yf~t:~~::~~;;~~~w~k 
:: ~~ la~?::~ ~~d~H~lik:i :u::!{ 
;: ti:t d!?g:! ~~ e~~ i~uii~Ir:~~h::,h .::ft 
regard to the Sand-Will in connection with my (a.ther, my 
earliest reooUeetiona coincide with my latest: it sho ..... how 
unvarying hil habite havo boen. . .. He walked with .. 
swinging lIoCtion using a stick heavily shod with iron which 
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be IU'DCk loudly ~ainat the ground, producing .. rhythmical 
aIiok which ill with all of us a very dl8tinCt reoo11ection. "1 

The vU1.ge of Down W808 a. quarter of a. mile to the north 

~~b~':t:il": :r~l=~t~t~l~::t~:f O~8!;:: 
aod with fine old yewe growing in the churchyard. I quoUt 
here ibeee pua&ge8 from an &ocount of Down written by 
my father: 

18". May 15th.-Tbe first. peculiarity which strilma .. 
......,.. unaooustomoo to a hilly chaJk country is the vaJIeya. 
with their 8teep rounded bottoms, not furrowed with the 
1IIOaI1eet. rivulet ... , Their sides nc&l' the 8ummits gener­
.0, become 8uddenly more abrupt, tmd a.re fringed with 

=m-:~~:ry 'l:y ~:1g::o~e:e r:"~d." ~~a~8 " of wood, 
In moo countries the roads and footpaths uoend along 

&.be bottoma of valleYI. but here this is ICMcely ever the 
ClUe. All the villa.gea and most of the a.neient boU8(l8 are 
on the platform or nMrOW strips of fiat lAnd between the 
pu-alle1 valleys. Ie this owing to the summits ha.ving 
UiI&ecl from the moat ancient times 808 open downs and the 
...uey. having been filled up with brushwood t I bve no 
.mdeDoe of this, but it is certain that moet of the fMm-

~~ ~::~di.ar;toV~~a:\.·o·fr:en left fallow, 
wbioh liVes the country a naked, red look, or not ~ 

~ ~~;~~ ::n":::! O~~&!~<!m°:p~Yc!~ 
oMIk laid on land abounding with lime dooe it any good . 
TWt. however, ia aa.i.d to have been the practice of the country 
.... IiDoe the period of t.he RoDl&Jl8, and .t. preeent the 
_y white pita on the hill sidee, which 80 frequently 
aIfW a pictureaqpe oontrast. with the overhanging yew-

~ ':a~t!u~tff~~!~ J~·bU8hea in the hed~ 
;o::':;!!a !i:h~~:r~~~~f!h~b~o~1::~~t~:a~-

IIanIh 26th (184" f]. The f:irst period of veget&tioD, and 
&he banb are clothed with pale-blue violets to an extent 

~~i.t:v:mS::f ~~~:~an~~t~~~~~e~: 
by R.nuneulua &uricomus, wood. a.nemOne8, and a white 
8teUaria. Again, aubBequently, large &roa.& were brillia.ntly 

1 Li/. GIwI IMt", 0/ 01om. Da""I", pp. 109, 116. 
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blue with bJue-belle. The ftOwer8 are hel'8 very beautiful, 
ttnd tbe number of Bowen:; the d&rkneea of the btne of the 

~o~t:~O~~~f:!;J~~i[~do:5:~=~ 
:ci~~ bnea:h~ ::h ~d~b:r c:=we~: ~~ ~le 
baa grown to Brobd.i~an size, with several of the huge 

b~ts6~=\=. =::;e~~~!t~08tWgetberbly 
on all Bides; nightinga1ee ant common. Judgi.ng, ac an 
odd cooing note, something like the purring of a eat, doves 
are very common in the woods. . . . 

The move to Down was made on the 14th Se~t., and my 

~~h;;;t~~~~~ 'S:l o!I=()[6t~Oc~~m t ere on the 

Do"Wll, Wed~ {20 (he. 1842]. 

Thank you, my dearest F&IlIlY, for your sweet, feeling 
Dote. Our aonow is nothing to wbt it would have boon 
if abe bad lived longer and suffered more. Charlee is weU 
to-daya.nd the funeral over, whioh be drea.ded very much .. 
I think I regret het more from the likeneea to Mamma, 
whioh I had often pleased myself with fa.ncying might run 
through het' mind &8 well &fJ face. J keep very well and 
fltrong and am come down-stairs to-day. 

With our two other dear little things you need not fea:r 
that our sorrow will last long, though it will be long indeed 
before we either of ua forget that poor little face. Every 
word YOD say is true and comforting. 

I think thia letter, so 8imple and aincere. reveals her 
n&ture---at any rate it reca11lI her to me, just &8 ahe was, 

in ~o::t ~;!!~~=- a long f.wure in hooJth, ba.d e. 
dangeroua illness twa e.utumn. 
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BliIobetA Wedgwood to her Nter Emma Darwin. 

Sept. 23,18'2. 

• • . My father took me for you just now and amiled and 
.aid, .. Why how did you get leave to come down t" I 
don't t.hink I have soon him smile twice this two months. 
If be C&Il but regain a sma.ll portion of strength and be free 
from that terrible shaking and rest1e68De88, wha.t happiness 
it; will be to see him. Hensleigh came down last night by 
the 9 o'clock train. J08 is here and I have no doubt will 
.y. He could not keep from tears at one time seeing my 
fa.theI'. I feel very anxious to hear that the Dr [Dr Darwin] 
hae not suffered. Nothing could possibly be kinder than 
be wae, and said he would come aga,ln at any time, but I 
bope and trust there will be no need. He was quite affected 
more than once. I fool very grateful to him for such an 
exertion. Good-bye my dear Emma.. We all feel almost 
joyous to-day. 

Madame 8i6mo1UU 10 her niece ElUabdh We.dgwood. 

CRX8ULLT, NOf). 19 (184.2] • 

. . . There is such hopefulness in your letter, my own 
Elizabeth, that even when in sorrow yourself, they cheer 
tbe soul. Do not let go this virtue for it is a great one. 
I do not wonder it is placed among the ca.rdinaJ ones 
though it might well be thought more a gift than virtue. 
It; hM been gnmted you to be such a comfort, support, nurse, 
help, to him you love. In the bU8y part of serving so much 
of thought and suffering is saved, there is something so 
delightful to give a cup of cold water in time, or even turn 
• pillow if wanted, that I cannot but think you blessed of 
ber.ven, in the long serving time that has been granted you, 
aDd you continue still the object of my cnvy. You cannot 
i.matPDe how proud I feel that your dear father thought of 
me in his extreme weakness, and pronounced my n&me. 

I believe he was the man Sismondi loved best in the 
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world, I know he W&8 the one he thought highest of. He 
W808 8pe&king even in his 1808t i.llne6e of the n&tura.l a.ttra.ction 
he felt towards him, IUld lamented it wall so little the mode 
a.mong Englishmen to write to ea.ch other. .. Now," he 
said, "I should have liked to bve been in regulM' corre­
spondence with Mr J08, but I did not venture to ask him, 
I am sure he would not have liked it." He then drew a 
ohara.cter of him with such wlU'Dltb fUld truth I regret I had 
not taken it down. 

In the autumn of 1842, HellBleigh Wedgwood had a long 
illne8s. Emma, to relieve the strain, took c&re of three of 
his children, Snow aged nine, Bro eight, &nd Erny five. 
These children with her own two, DOOdy a.goo three, a.nd 

:;':~i%=ta. ~~ldW:=fi'. ~~ r::ltC: ~~e; 
all got lost in what we caJIed the" Big Woods"-a, me.sa 
of h&zel--copse with occasional oaks, and traversed by narrow 
footpathl!. It was wintry weather and snow was lying on 
the ground. 

Emma Darwin to keY 8i4Ct,.~i~Za.w Mrs Hensltigk 
Wolgwood. 

8wrtdar [DOWN, ENl NIW. 18t2] . 

. Snow will tell yon of our agit.a.tion of the children 
losing their way. I was afraid of nothing worse bnt their 
.u e.itting down to cry together. They had. only Bessy 
with them, a.nd Snow and Doody missed the rest somehow 
&nd she brought him home from more than a mile off. 
dragging him along up to their ankles in mud. She kept 
him from being frightened or crying and from crying herseU, 
and behaved hke a little heroine. Cba.rlea and Panlow met 
them a. short way from home and learnt as much as Snow 
could tell them of where the others were. They then fOWld 
that Be88ie and Annie and the two boys had boon enquiring 
at • fMm-house, and in about h8oU-a.n-hour Charles found 
them and took them in to the farm-house for a slight 
refection, and got a m.a.n to carry Emy on his back and 
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Annie in his arms and they &11 ca.me home in very tolera.ble 
spirits. Bro kept up his heart very well. It wa.s in our 
own valley, but I had given them lea.ve to go into Cudh.a.m 
Wood. which wa.s rash of me, and I have forbidden it in 
future. I was easy as soon 80S I saw Snow, &8 then I was 
IRU'8 Bessy would be bunting a.fter them. Poor Bessy had 
been carrying Annie for throe hours. 

~etr~O:;:!:t:r~ser~,fz:{!t::~te~s~.,We f~:e sa.fle~ 
admiration of Snow's steadiness of mind. There is Bome· 
~ 80 dreadful to a child in the idea of being lost that 
~.',!"onder she did not a.t a.ny rate faU into great 

Elizabeth TV edgwood to her au.nt Madame Si8mondi. 

[11 Nov_ 1842.) Emma.'sletter told a nioe trait of Emy. 
He bad been quarrelling with lsa.bella about putting on a 
little warm co&t, an old one of Bro's, 80 Emma told him if 
he would wea.r it every day she would give him 8. shilling. 
So the next day he came down in it and said •• , I don't want 
to have that shilling, Aunt Emma; this coat is 80 nice now 
I have got it on." 

Tbi8 story of Erny a.nd his shilling illustrates my mother's 
tendtBlCy to bribery. I am afraid it sounds immoral, but 
I do not think it was so immoral as it sounds. There would 
Bever have been o.ny bribery a.s to any a.ction which involved 
~ mons question of right or wrong. No child would ever 
be bribed to be kind to a.n anima.l, or to tell the truth. But 
it 'WM her view tha.t it was a. good thing to avoid struggles 
over llmall ma.ttera. As a. fact we were obedient children, 
and. anything like delibera.te disobedience ma.y be said to 
have never entered our heads. The rules of life were very 
aimple, and when anything could be explained to us it was, 
and even when it could not we never questioned the a.bso~ 
luteDeea of a definite command. 

VOL.u. 

________ ...... ____ "-,~~~ lin' 
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CHAPTER VI 

1843-18'(1 

The death of JohnAllon-Em~ and Fanny AUen leave ere.etl,-
~=n ~~~~(J.1=~ci!:rieen::s~~~~~~ 
Bisrnondi at Ch6n&-A flait to Combe Florer-Emma at Maer 
-)(auiDi and CarlyJe...-G«trp Darwin born July 51. 1846-
Improvements at Do...-n. 

JOHN ALLEN, the brother IKl beloved by all his sitters, died 
in ApriJ, 1843. Emma. &1ld :Fanny ADen now left Creeeelly, 
whioh Seymour, John'. eldest 80n, inherited, and joined 
Je88i8 Sismondi a.nd Harriet. SUttees at their houae in Tenby. 
Emma Allen wrote (May 4th, 184.3): "Among U8 fOUI to 
think and taJk of him is no pain but all COll.8Ol&tion .... 
In my most dear Henry hi. rather's Bweet, affectionate 
cbart.cter i& most observable. My love (or him hM bad a. 
strong increase by seeing what use a.nd comfort he wu to 
his de&r father •• Wha.t. .. bleuing and comfort Harry i8 to 
me, Emma,' he said one of the la8t times he mentioned. 
him to me." 

J06iah Wedgwood, who had never really recovered from 
bis dangerous illness of tho previou. yew, died peacefully 

~~h:~h ~h~h~~S:!Foo~:am:he w~bb~ ~ ~':b '!MJ 
in September. 

Fa.n.y AU,,, to Aer ~ ElizobdA WtcIgwoocI. 

My D&ABKST ELIZilftU. [JMI" IUS}. 

I feel it almost. u neoeeeary III bte6thing to me now, 
to expfe68 to you my deep tendemeu and feel.inp for you 
at thia awful time. Among all m. childnm, who unloved 
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him 80 well, it is to you, who must feel his death the m06t, 
that one naturaJ.ly turns with the greatest pity. I do not 
think the religious consol&tion comes immedi&tely, but in 
the meanwhile you h&ve the sweetest earthly one, the 
knowledge th&t you have been the most helpful, cheer­
fal and &1I'ectionate ohild that ever f&ther wa.a blessed 
with ... 

Poor Bessy! I feel for her th&t she cannot grieve for 
him &8 she would h&ve done in time p80St, the husband whom 
lIle loved with such tenderness only a few years &go I to 
my mind her life is sadder tha.n death. . . 

My mother told me that she felt with Fanny Allen that 
loch a life wa.s sadder th&n death, but that to Efu.a.beth 
the remnant of her mother's lovely soul remained her most 
precious possession. 

Madame SiBmondi to ker ni"ooe Elizabeth We.dgwood. 

SOUTH CLu-P HOUSE {TENBY). Jul,y 1911& [1843] • 

. . . That I 80m thinking incessantly of you all just now 
you will not wonder, and it is a relief to me to do something, 
tho' it is in fact nothing. But when I have sent off a letter 
to you however insignificant, I feel lighter , 80S if I had helped 
you a little. Every possible case presents itaeU to my 
imagination in the constant thought I h&ve of you, and 
lIODletimee the fear Bessy might feel a. sort of jealousy th&t 
.u. is addressed to you, &nd nothing to herself, or that she 
i8 negl.eoted., set a.side a.s superannuated, s.nd so some 
mournful feeling be aw&kened.. Then by writing, I 80 fear 
to do her harm, to rouse her to a feeling that it is 110 mercy 
1bo1l1d lie dormant, that I do not well know what to do. 
I have at last resolved. on writing to her &Ild coIlBigning it 
toyou. 

We have been ta.lki.ng over your father's incomparable 
kindneee to us all our Jives through, this morning at brea.kM 

faat. Not ODe of our obligations to him was forgotten but 
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the m08t, the high mora.! a.tm08phere into which he intro­
duoed U8, if I ma.y speak 80 affectedly, but no othOl' phrase 
that euit8 me 150 well preeent8 it&elf. The mor&! etandard 
of Pembrokesbire WAS 80 low, how ca.n we suppose we might 
not have settled under it had we boon left to oul'llelve8 and 
to the country t His Was 80 high, 150 pure, 150 true and 80 

engaging by his exquisite modesty, that it was impossible 
it should not have had its effect on us, tho' we had boon 
bombrutee .. 

Madame SiBmondi to her mler Mrs JO&iah Wedgwood. 

W~y [J.,y 19, 18'S]. 

(Encloeed in the letter to Elizabeth.) 

DEAREST BESSY, 

Our common 1088 awakens 80 ma.ny grateful feelings 
in my heart I cannot help writing to you, tho' I know that 
a letter is rather a fatigue now thaD a recrea.tion to you .. 
I have often thought our connection with the Wedgwoods 
was one of the blessed circumstances of our lives, sent by 
Heaven to rai8(l our moral na.ture&, if we had the wilIdom 
to profit by it. Some of us, I am sure have. Whether I 
have or not, I am sure I have never thought of Jos's 
brotherly affection to every one of us without a wa.nD glow 
of the heart-bis open house t-o aU of us-hi!! re&dy purae 
when we wanted help; dearest Bessy, if you had 86&rohed 
the world you could not have found a husband who would 
have been 80 kind tmd dear a brother to your sisterr.; a.nd 
you, who were always their stay, support, and eunt'obine A8 

it were, would not have been happy if you had not been 80 

sooonded, seconded a8 he only could, I believe. My own 
Bessy, we have ~ much to be grateful for, it would be sin 
not to think of our many hleesinga Mld be thankful. When 
we can feel gra.titude to Heaven we are not far from 
happinesa. 
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I often wish now that I had mooe my mother t&lk more 
about old times. I have the impression that she shared in 

::eftt~~aJwa~::en~JO:f ~~, ~~~~':t ~::::~ ~:L~~ 
.. ho bad the first place in her hea.rt and life. 

MadaPm Si8mond. to her niece Elizabeth JVedgwood. 

fiN8T. 9th 8epl. (1843). 

o 0 • Why sorrow should make us shy is inexplicable to 
me, but I am certain it does. 18 it tha.t a strong feeling of 
any kind keeps oneself in one's own mind perpetually, so 
that one cannot help fooling a.s if we were equa.lly in the 
minds of othen, on tho stage as it were 1 Nevertheless I 
beBin to make progress. I felt I had when Harry [Allen] 
wall here the other day. In driving with him a.nd talking 
to him I felt as if I onoo more enjoyed something. He 
ooased. me out in the prettiest way you ever sa.w, and was 
6b m. own dear father in making me talk, s.nd seeming 
interested in what I sa.id, enjoying with a gentle gaiety 
evwything. "the air, the earth, the sky," 80 that insensibly 
he made you sympathize with him. 

I WM bom 25th September. 1843. There were now three 
obild:rm in the nursery. 

Bmma Darwin to her 8i8ter--iflr-law Mr8 Hensle.igh 
Wedgwood. 

DOWN. Wed. [sa,. Oct., lS4.3]. 

o • 0 We &ent the maids to & concert at Bromley on 
llaDday, t.nd it has done Brodie such &. wonderful deal of 
Iood that if she could but get to a play or two, I think it 
would cure her. There have been many breezes in that 
aputment, but I have told Brodie that I shall not keep 
Be.y if she is pert to her, a.nd matters ha.ve gone very 
~ lince. Very likely now Brodie is so poorly and ove .... 
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done Rho may be ct'OE bereelf, aa abe .ya abe ill indeed. 
But. whether abe i8 or not, Be.,. mUBt put up with it. lam 
reaerving .. &ledge-hammer for her the next opportunity abe 
givea me by pertnese to Brodie. . 

Brodie, our old Scotch nurae, "aI an invaluable treuure 
to my mother and .. perfect nW'f!le to the children. Her 

~k~rr!:~b:ir~~m!~fu~ /~~nt~b ':::"r~b~~ 
emile. Her father, the owner I I' think, of .. amall ahip at 

~=~~attb~;~!a~ ~~b~~;'hl~~~~n ~=~~~ 
She sta.yed with UII till my aiater died in 1861, and then 

~~~~du= =l:lf:oo~tsk:~'!d~:uttle 4: 
for heraeU in Portaoy in Soot~. from which abe paid WI 

long vistt8, and remained our dear friend till her death in 
about 1873. I can ,till see her almost as if ahe WaIJ before 

&?n~:!~ltt!~3 ~::h~t~o:.rr:::::li::_~lic;~~':e;:i~~!~~ 
needles. Sbe did not need to look at her 8tocking. knitting 
In the Scotch faehion with one of tho needles stuck into .. 
bunch of cock'. feathers, tied at ber waist. to steady it. 
There abe _t hour after hour patiently and benevolenUy 
looking on, whilst we ruabed .bout and meeeed our clothea 
aa much &8 we liked. 

Cltarlu Danain. to Emma DartDi1& itt Lo1ido1&. 

w_~ [S1IUW.!JBUaT, probably 0... 18'31. 

. . Why did you not tell me how your old self"&1 1 be 
lure and tell me exe.ctly next letter. A. for myae1f I am 
very hrisk and have jU8t boon paying a. call upon Nancy, 
and have been admiring her cbateau, which really i. very 
nice. She .howed me & letter from Aunt Beaay which came 
with crockety, and Mme de sevigne could not, I ahould 
think, have written more prettily on .uch &n occaaion. 

1 got into .. tran8pOft over the thought of Doody and 
talked, like Ion old fool. for nearly an hour about nothing 
elee. and I really believe the girll sympathized with it all. 
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I ended with protest that although I had done Doddy 
jUltioe, they were not to suppose that Annie was not a 
good little soul-bless her little body. Absence makes me 
very much in love with my own dear three ohickens. 
You were quite rigbt to send me Meers versus Mr Soott. 
I have amused them bere with homreopathio storics. My 
father obaervcs that as long as he' can remember there has 
always been something wonderful, more or less of the same 
kind, going on, and there bave always been people weak 
enough to believe, and he 8&Ys, slapping both knees, be 
auppoees there always will be, 80 that he thinks AIr Scott no 
I"""ter 8. fool than other past and future fools; & more 
charitable belief than I can indulge in. By the way I told 
him of my drea.dful numbnesa in my finger ends, and all the 
IIYmpathy I could get was, " Yes-yes--ex&Ctly-tut-tut, 
neuralgic, exactly, yes, yes!!" Dor will he sympathize a.bout 
mouey, "stuff and nonsense" is all he says to my fears 
of ruin and extravagance. 

Illi:abeth Wedgwood to her sister Emma Darwin. 

MA.J:R, Tuudoy [1844]. 

I think Willy [aged 4] must have the sweetest and most 
&1I"ection&te disposition in the world. We are all charmed 
witb your anecdote of him. Aunt Sarah especially. I hope 
be will keep his resolution always to comfy Annie. and I 
dareay be will easily understand the distinction of 
dutiea between himself and Charles. 
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Madame Sismondi to her n.iece Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

DoWN, JtlM 2i) [IS •• ] . 

. . . We c&me here yesterday, we three and Fan Hen&­
leigh and her baby, filling a nice clean coa.oh. I find even 
the drive refreshing, ho~ much more this pretty, brillia.ntly 
clean, quiet bouae. The repose and coolness of it is de­
licious, let alone the sunny fa.oea which met us so lovingly 
at the door, amongst them Charlotte's sweet one, un­
changed, and so young, I am continually confounding it 
with Emma.'s. This pla.oo a.nd house I find exceedingly 
pretty, the drawing-room is a cha.nning one, and the dining­
room excellent. Emma, always the dearest little hosteSil in 
the world, &nd without a.ny extraordinary out-of-the-way 
quality, is the most original little person in her way living. 
I rejoice greatly in getting this bit of Charlotte and finding 
her so unchanged in every way, except the anxious mother, 
a.ndeven anxiety with her is calm, concentrated, unobtrusivo. 

Fanny [Allen] saw Syd. Smith for half-an-hour in his 
very handsome house, mad with spirits, saying be had even 
now such an exuberance he did not know what to do with 
himself for very joy. He was pressing Fa.nny to ma.rry, and 
recommended a lad of twenty to her. Lady Davy 
told me she saw little of him, he was v«rry rioh, forgot old 
friendships or never had any, and really his want of moral 
feeling was painful, there was a time for .all things, and it 
was now become indecorous both hie jokes and laughs. 

Very soon after the a.bovo letter was written Madame 
Sismondi, a.coompanied by ber sister Emm&, set out for 
Geneva and Chene. 

Madame Simwndi to her niece Emma Darwin. 

CHt.n, J1dy la;,1I, lUi. 

. I seem eo near him here, that the separation does not 
appear eo complete and terrible 118 when I WIl8 in England, 
where aU the regret for him seemed centred in my own 
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be&Jt. Here his name ia in evory mouth, and sorrow for 
him in every heart, 8.S if he had died but yellterday. Here, 
too, every spot recalls some sweet memory of happiness and 
love. I am too va.riable, and it is too soon to judge rightly, 
but certainly as yet I am less unhappy here, for surely here 
J made bim happy. 

Boesi has written an article for the Almanack that pleaees 
me" perfectly, I really think he would be very capable of 
UDdertaldng the memoirs, but I am a.fraid to trust to my 
own judgment, and I diatrust bis knowledge of a French 
publi<l, for whom they must be written. 

On Tueeday in the boat from Vevay here, I began to 
ader almost more than I could bear, when our own fa.miliar 
mountains showed themselves. Bossi met us with his ca.r­
riapI. at the boat, unobtrueively tender &8 he always is, 
but when at Chene I 8&W those stairs down which my Own 
., rapidly ran to :receive me if I had but taken a. walk 
without him, I thought my hea.rt would break. It swelled 
10 .. almost to suffoca.te me; but this first suffering over 
I became every day less unhappy. On Wednesday morning 
.. IIOOlI 68 I was awake I went to my beloved grave. It 
.,.. full of Howers and a crown of everlasting W&8 placed 
at. the head. I I'eCQgnised the Gr. DucheB8 in that. She 
ill here, and ha.s sent every day with great tenderness to 
eaquire newe of me, &&ying she would come to me a.s soon 
.. I could eee her without too much emotion. I have 
wriUeD to her, a.nd expect her every minute. I love her, 
,. would much rather she had been at 'Berne. I wonder 
... whether I do rea.lly love her, or can there be no amity 
oompIete between the little and the grea.t! Locked in the 
oInirohyard by this dear grave I p&88 my best hours. I 
pray there more fervently and with more hope than e~ 
_ben; no one can see or hoor me. I ca.n call upon my Own 
lad ialk to him &8 tho' he lived . I a.m almost ashamed to 
tell you, it must seem 8() weak, but one strong feeling I really 
believe enfeeble8 the mind, a.nd I am quite a.ware J must 
tab anna a.ga.inst it. 
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Fanny .dUm to her "itet Elizabdk W tdgwood. 

My DEAR ELIZABETH, CoIl1lB FLouT, 8~. Ci [1844]. 

After all the trouble you have taken about furbish· 
ing me up fit for a fashionable visit, lowe you the earliest 
results of my experiment not to let things prized by the 
world Blip from me when &n opportunity occurred of my 
taking advantage of them, and [thus] save myself from 
future regrets. 

Sydney Smith read us this evening a pamphlet he has 
written, or is indeed now writing on the Catholic Clergy of 
Ireland, 80 clever, full of fun, good sense, and real eloquence 
occa.8ionally, that the evening baa pasaed. off very pleasantly, 
and baa recalled many a pleasant past hour of now nearly 
forty years' standing that authorises in my mind the extr .... 
ordinary exertion of a long journey to see them. Sydney 
said to me a.t dinner t4Hlay, "It is now torty years I think 
sinoo we have boon friends." So these things settle the 
question of folly which overtook me this morning, and 
I shall take the good. and ill of the hour without a 
question. 

I got here without any difficulty. The etop of nearly two 
hours at Bristol was tiresome and disagreeable enough, 
from thence we came to Taunton in an hour and a balf. 
The country is very rich, and th.i8 pla.ce is lovely. Sydney 
waa in the flower garden and gave U8 a hearty welcome. 
M:n Smith I find affectionate, but she is very unwell and 
80 is Sydney, though it does not quell his gaiety. Luttrell, 
the wit, was invited to meet Mn L., the beauty, but he is 
in the Channel Islands and there have been no tidings of 
him. Rogers also was asked, but there has been some huff 
in the case, and the Beauty stands alone 80S far as guests go, 
though Sydney perlOnnB his plU't of talking gay nonseIL96 to 
her. She is very fashionable and ha.ndeome. a.nd al va.in as 
you cannot imagine, though others may who have a. Ipice 
of the sa.me quality. Yesterday Sydney, sbe. and I were 
equeezod into a donkey-carriage to go round the grounds. 



A Visit to Combe Florey 9I 

and very pleasant Sydney waa. To-day aa we can't get 
wita, we are to have Somersetshire Squires, and Byd. says 
be ie not responsible for them ...• 

Fanny Allen to her niece Elizabdh Wedgwood. 

WOODCltt.Snm, Tlurtday [12 Sll'pt. 1S44). 
(Her nieoo Lady Gifford', house near Stroud.) 

I left the Smiths (true to my purpose of not exceeding 
80 week there) yesterda.y morning. Thoy have been kind and 
afJectiona.te, and ha.ve performed their parts as hosts ex­
oeed.ingly well; but these extra.ordinary efforts of 150 miles 
to see people whom you are Dot in the habit of seeing very 
frequently, a.re beyond the warmth of my years. 

The life at Combe Florey was very easy. pIea.sa.nt. and 
epicurean. Sydney is 80 gay and very happy man, and poor 
Mrs Sydney is very noarly the reverse. I am convinced 
that the wife of a wit is under the constant discipline of 
mortification. She has detailed ruder and more offensive 
things done to ber than I ever heard committed towards 
anybody. It seems to me that in the gay world they com­
mit more offences against the decencies of society than in 
the middle classes, and yet they consider themselves as the 
ruIera of lu biensm'llCe8. Mrs L. did not intend to be rude, 
t dare .y. hut she did not show common attention to Mrs 
Smith. who was unwell and infirm. She never sa.t 80 single 
minute with her in the drawing-room, but went below to 
Sydney in the libra.ry. when she talked about the polka much 
more than listening to him about anything. The power of 
• handsome woma.n is quite extraordinary over men, if she 
11 not .. wife. 

I enjoyed yout letter very much. It is very pleasant to 
get one's letters, as we did at Combe Florey. in our bedrooms 
at. 8 o'clock in the morning. It waa pleasant too to have 80 

bit or D&tural kindness and family affection to fortify oneself 
with, before one joins a life in which every deep and serious 
feeling was excluded. The Cecil Smiths were very oivil. 
They hastened their dinner-party to catch me. but I was 
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inexomble to my day, being convinced that at Combe Florey 
more than any place" brevity is the soul of a. vwt." . 

bo~;e =~r~lth~r ~soc~:e~t~t!:,!:::;f g~v~eif:; 
:~r::::~~:!a.:~i,e~~ ~i:i~~~:n~~~ t::f!::t, ~~~~ 
Her father a.nd mother were intim&te with the Smiths, and 
she quotes a. characteristic BCntenoo from & note of his to her 
father: "Pray give your servant a 'Very gentle admonition 
respecting leaving open garden doors. He left mine wide 
open to-day, and the village pigs, taking it as an hint that 
I wished to &00 them, paid me a. visit." 

C/taf'le8 Darwin to Emf'OO Darwin. 

8u1ld4y [SlJRIWSBUllT, Oct., 1844] . 

. My visit is toing off very pleasantly; and my father 
is in excellent spirits. I have had a. deal of "parchment 
talk," as Catherine calls it, with my father, and shall have 
a good deal of wisdom to distil into you when I return, 
about Wills, &e. My father II&Ys that Susa.n, the 
evening before sbe went, was enthusiastio in her admira.­
tion of you. in which you know how my father joins. I 
did not require to be reminded how well, my own dear wife, 
you have borne your dull life with your poor old siddy 
complaining husband. Your obildren will be a greater 
comfort to you than I ever can be, God bless them and you. 
Give my love and a very nice kiss to Willy and Annie and 
poor Budgy. and tell them how much I liked their little 
notes, which I read aloud to grandpapa. I shall be very 
glad to 800 them again. I always fancy I 800 Budgy putting 
her tongue out and looking up to me. Good·bye, my dears. 

C. DARWIN. 

My mother paid 8. visit to :r.laer in February, 1845. Her 
life W&8 at this time almost entirely filled by tbe cares of 
husband and children. and 1 think no reason less strong 
than that of seeing her mother would have taken her from 
ber home life . 

• The Rev. J. B. B. Clarke, Rector of W_ Bagborongh. 
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Charlea DarW11t to Emma Darwi", at Maer. 

My DUB WIFE, [DOWNJ. Monday ,.igM. Feb., 1845. 

Now for my day's annals. In the morning I waa 
l»ddish. and did hardly any work, and was as much over­
oome by my children as ever Bishop Copleston was with 
duck.1 But the children have been very good all day, and 
I bye grown a good deal better this afternoon. and had 
•• 00II romp with Baby-I 800, however, very little of the 
bIeIeeda. The day W&8 BO thick and wet a fog that none 
of them went out, though a thaw and not very cold; I had 
• kmg paoe in the kitchen garden: Lewis came up to mend 
the pipe. and from first dinner to &eOOnd dinner was a first­
n.tediapensary [dispenaa.tion] as they never left bim. They, 
•• dined in the kitchen, and I believe have had a partieu­
lIrly p_1 day. 

I was playing with Baby in tho window of the drawing­
room this morning and she was blowing a feeble fly and 
blew it. on ita back, when it kicked eo hard that to my great 
.. uement Baby grew red in the face, looked frightened, 
and puebed away from the window. The children are 
powiDg 110 quite out of all rule in the drawing-room, jumping 
011 enrything and butting like young bulls at every chair 
ud 101&, that I am going to have tbe dining-room fire lighted .morrow and keep them out of tbe drawing-room. I 
cIeaIare • month's such wear would spoil everything in the 
whole drawing-room. 

I re.d Whately'ell Shakespeare, and very ingenious a.nd 
~ it is-and what do you think Mitford's Gr~ce 
... made me begin, the Iliad by Cowper which we were 
Wking of; and I have read three bookB with much more 
pIeuure than I anticipated. 

2'UIrIay morning. I am impatient for your letter this 

~n:8!j~eI5M':k=~.joke. Bishop Copieaton had been a 
~': !,!:~~i,do}!!2;;~~j 8~hbis!~p ji!~);bishO~ 
.... t& .. ODe of t'e ablest oritioal works tlf:t ever appeared." 
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morning to hear how you got on. I aUed Willy how Baby 
bad slept t.nd he an.swered .. She did not cry not ODf) mouth­
ful." . 

OAarlu DGncin 10 Emma DGnoin. 

(DOWN]. Prid4r MgW [probably 11-"'-,.,. 1846]. 

My DB.ut. EJIKA, 
I shall write my Babbiana to-night instead of before 

breakfast. It is really wonderful how good and quiet the 
children have been, flitting quite still during two or three 
viaite, conversing about everything and much about you 
and your return. When I aaid I &hall jump for joy when 
I hear the dinner-bell, Willy aaid, .. I know when you will 
jump much more, when Mama comes home." "And. 10 

sball I," responded. many tim68 Annie. It iI evident to mc 
that you 111"'," be the cause of an the children'a fidgets and 
naughtineeees. Annie [ld. '1 told me Willy had never been 
,,,ill round the world, hut that he had been a long W&y, 
beyond Leave's Green. The Babs baa neglected me much 
to-d&y, and would not play; abe could not eat jam, beca.uee 
abe had eaten 80 much at tea. She wae rather fidgety . 
going in and out of the room, and Brodie declaree abe Wat 

looking for you. I did not believe it, but when ebo W88 

sitting on my knee afterwards and looking eagerly at pio­
turee. I aaid. "Where is poor Mamma .. abe i""'JJ'eoJMOUfly 
pushed benelf off. trotted straight to the door, and then to 
the green door, aa.ylog " Kitoh "; and Brodie let her through , 
wben abe trotted in. looked aU round her and began to cry; 
but BOme coftee-graina quite comforted ber. W .... not this 
very pretty 1 Willy told me to tell you that he had been 
very good a.nd. had giTen Annie only one tiny knock. and I 
wae to tell you that he had pricked his finger. 

M.y own a.nna.1a are of the hriefeet. I paced ba.lf-a-dozen 
timee .long the kitchen ganlen in the horrid cold wind. 
&nd came in and read Monatera and Co., till tired, had 
!lOme viaite from children, had very good dinner and TCry 
good negus, played with children till aU: o'clock, read again 
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a.nd now have nothing to do. but most heartily wish you 
beck again. My dear old wife, take care of yourself and be 
• good girl. 

C. D. 

At night Willy said to me" poor poor 1&ying all by himself 
aod DO company in the drawing·room." 

Fanny Allen to her niece Elizabeth W edgwood. 

16. GOWER STREET, 8aturday [4 Jiay, 1845] . 

. . . Hensleigh and Fanny make their hoU8(l so pleasant 
and delightful tha.t it always gives me, and others too. I 
claNeay. the inclination to linger. We had a very pleasant 
breakfast a.t Rogers's1 yll8terday morning; HensIeigh would 
DOi go. which I was sorry for, &8 I never 8&W R. kinder, 
more interesting or more agreeable. HensIeigh and Fanny 
W • pleasant dinner-party also yesterday of the two 
Culy_. Mr Wrightson. and Mazzini, who was clever and 
Jut. in 80 dispute with" Thomas" about music. It was an 
amuing dispute. T. C. could 800 nothing in Beethoven's 
Sooatea, "it told nothing." It was like a great quantity 
of lIt(mea tumbled down for a building, a.nd " it might have 
been ... well left in the qua.rry." He insisted on Mazzini 
wm, him what he gained. by hea.ring music, and when 
IIaaini said inspiration and elevation, Carlyle said some­
tIdua not respectful of Beethoven, and Mazzini ended with 
.lHe.\IOUo9 pardo1lne. It was very amusing. Georges Sand's 
IlOftI8 entered also into this dispute, and then C. was right 
ADd .IIuzi.ni on the wrong side. 

J'.mmr.'s aeoond son, George, was born on July 9, 1846 . 

..: iktmaeJ. Rogen, banker, art ooUeator, connoisseur, aDd poet, and 

... ': ~=t!fl a ~er!:k::a: '~:=~eb~~~re:' g~:;~ =-~ witt, poet&,. and other eminent penon,. ITe died in 1866, 

f:r 
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Emmo, Darwin to her aunt Madame SUmondi. 

DOWN, Wednuday (..4."9. 27f1, 184.5] . 

Eras came to us on Monday. He is surprisingly well. 
The ohildren fasten on him all day, which he bean with 
wonderful patience, and draws demona and imps for them 
with as great penevera.noo a& he does for his own partioula.r 
friends Emy a.nd Tiny. Charles has just finished his 
Journ&l, which haa overtired him a good dee.l, and he is but 
poorly, now he haa not the excitement of being forced to go 
on with his work. He bas taken a great deal of pains with 
it and improved it a good deaJ, leaving out some of the dis­
oUMions and putting in a few things which are interesting . 
As you are Il1O much intereeted in Blanco White ['S IAJe] I must 
copy what Mr Lyell says about it. "I would advise every 
scientific man who is preparing a new edition in any rapidly 
progressive branch of scienoe, in which he haa launched 
many new SpeoulatiODB and theories, to read over the lifo 
of St Blanco the Martyr, which I have jost finished, a.nd to 
be grate1u1 that in the department which he h&fl to teach he 
is not pledged to retain for ever the same views, or tht the 
slightest departure from them need not entail on him the 
penalty of tbe 101\8 of nearly &ll worldly advantages, domestio 
ties, and friendships. How aahamed ought every lover of 
truth to feel if mere &elf-love or pride makes him adhere 
obstinately to his views, after seeing the sacrifices which 
suoh a man was ready to make for what he believed to be 
truth. This is the moral I draw from the book." 

Charles Darwin eo his sister Susan Darwin. 

My D:&A..R SUSAN, Wed~. 3 Sept. 18.1S. 

It is long ainoe I have written to you, and now I 
am going to write such" letter, aa I verily believe no other 
family in Brita.in would oa.re to receive, viz. aJ1 about hOll8&­
hold and money affairs; but you have often Aid that you 
like such particulars. 

Erasmus is bere yet; he must have found it wofully dull, 
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...... he"... to bve gone on S .. turd .. y .. nd then on Mond .. y 
aDd wiIliogly .tayed, we have the rea.l pleasure to think, 
wooderful a.a it is, that Down is not now duller to him than 
_8_'. 

I baYe just balanced my haH yeu', a.ooountB a.nd feel 
uactJy AI if 8Omebody had given me one or two hundred 
per annum; this laat half-year our expeD.8C8 with lOme 
e:drM bve only boon £4.56, that is e:xoluding the new 
..,-. wall; 80 that allowing Christmas htl year to be 
£100 more we are living on about £1000 per annum; moro­
crnr tbilla.8t year, Bubtraoting extraordinary receipbJ, hal 
__ £l fOO, 10 that we are as rich as Jew,. 

W. are now undertaking lOme great ea.rlh-works; making 
• ..., ...tk in the kitchen-garden; and removing the mound 
....... the yews, on which the evergreena we found did badly, 
.ad .bioh, as Er&8lDus haa always insisted, W8.8 .. great 
blemith in biding part of the field and the old Scotch fin. 
Wea.remak.ing a mound, which will beuecrated. by a.ll the 
family. m., in front of the door out of the bouae. It will 
1Mb the plaoo much mugger, though a. great blemiah till 
tile enrgreens grow on it. EnwnUB baa been of the utmost 
.... in ICheming .od in actually working; making crea.aea 
Ia. the turf, striking circles, driving stakes and such jobs; he 
... tired: me out several times. 
ft ... _~ morning. I had not time to finish my foolish 

.... ~y, 80 I will to-day. Our grandest IICheme i.e 
tIIt....tirag oar acboolroom and one {or as I think it will 
... Gail two amall bedroollUl. The IOrYante complained 
to ... bat .. nuisance it waa to them to have the passage 
lor enrything only through the kitchen; ag .. in Parslow's 
put,ry .. too 80lall to 00 tidy. It 900med 80 aelfish milking 
... boule 10 luxuriou8 for ourselves .. nd not comforta.bte 
b oar ...,.anta, that:. I was determined if poaeible to effect 
tMir wilbea. So I hope the Shrewsbury conclave will not 
oo.demn me for extreme erlra.vaga.nce, though now tha.t 
,.. are rer.di.ng aloud Sir W .. lter Scott', life, I sometimes 
tIIlnk that we are following his road to ruin at a. an .. il-like -... 

YOIo.a. 
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Eama"::~~.~.J'=.~~~th 
a.u'. Mal&Ia ... now failIDa'u&; Em.ma __ , for .. few 
da1" aIoao to _ in J ... ~. ,m, ....... - . 

• __ .. "., .... JI __ . 

....... n.r-., (J .... 1111) . 

• . • EIIubeIIo 10 ....... ...u .... ID ""'" opIriM. 8bo 
1o~"Pby_~tIIovPlf1""'""" 
&0 ....... hat. b ... abe boped.. I delli" bow ...... abe ....w.,. ..... It ................... oIIl11o ......... ith 
_b _ ADd opim. 

I IoIt Char_ aud .... ohiIdJoD 011 ...u; Wm, ID ..... _ 
Ita. OYC .1Udeo. DeW' pea--jIIcPt with cr-' hom buUoos. 
H.p ... it. ..... oII_oI .. da'_ ... _ .. it.uI. 
_ Etty ... loa oiwa1" ....... __ bo .... It .. bonelI 
................ oip.oIl<. 8.-.1t_1IIo_"". 
""'" .............. _pM .. tote It"'" bor. ODly 
~1t_1IIo_ ....... _,. .. It_. n. 
10 pttIq OD • lit .. _ bIo ....u.c. ADd I bilt ...... 
............. _ ................. __ IMIno' 

woIIllooJiO ...... .......,. ............ _ ...... oIIday • 
...... IIIo_'~oI_....,cIol_loouId 
oiwa1"_ 

1IdIa .... ~llo • ..,. ,....... IItIIo ........ d 
IocJIdoi ., well il II .. p ....... to _ bUD. B. iI Urays 
.... IIOIDtI aaimal.biob ..... to do for bbD Aba. Ie well 
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.. IIIWi:DI .. play-fellow: yMteIday be ., .. hard a.t. work 
........ y the -.glee from taking tbe ichneumon'. jam • 
... to-liay being an eJepbnt taking C&ee of the babieA. He 
.. ~y independent fOt &Il only child and reoeive. 
.., DO&ioe lOCially and pleaaa.nUy. My baby is .. real 
..... ty. es:oept for looking red and rough with the cold. He 
.. fIDe dark blue eyert. a.nd I can't oonceive bow be geta 
..... I daresa.y you have forgotten the lecture you gave 
_ on education; I quite agree with yoor maxims, and 
...., I tIlin.k I tom rather severe than othenriae. I tbin.k. 
.. DOIIMIDI8 ie quitA.!l knocked out of Suan and. Cath. 
(Dwwin] upon tbe .ubject of babiea and education. 
['fter ant] rather weary of children in general, and I •• 
__ ... ben abe was at Down wu rather uneuy till abe 
W tidied ••• y tbe children', untidineae &8 iIIOOn .. they 
...,.. I .might be aJJ. day doing that, 80 I let them accumu­
late tJU the room becomes unbe&ra.ble, a.nd then ce.ll Beesy 
.ba60cloii .... 

Ja.warr It, 1846-

••. Your aooount of your mother w .. very conaolatory 
to -. DeVer' was decline ao alow and gentle. That ODe ' 

til. _ who would be the moat tenderly a.nd C&refuUy 
...... it t.be only one of WI allowed to linger beyond the 
.... -.. . .. I entirely forget my lecture on education 
to JOG.. Since you remember it and moa.n to folkllv it, I 
...., hope it ,..N 8. wiBe ODe. You are a cbild aiter my own 
Man to lib the inatructing put, and I only wish you may 
.. .no...t intervals tha.t will allow of your being spared 
... -.lancboly, the discomfort, &nd discontent of keeping 
.~. With & willing mind it might be done. or 
... ooaJd the French, whoee livea 80re 80 much more 8OOial, .....,1itb it 1 An upper maid of confidence, whoee 
-. are gentle and good, who was capable of te&ching 
..... to !'Md, would be 8ufficient for their young yean. 
When they bocame rational croature8 they would be more 
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.. pleunre than .. pJape to you. I think we Encliab lay 
mach too great IItnw on bringing ohildren fonratd in 
1er.ming. by .bleb we give them longer leeeone than their 
little headi caD tab in, and oo1y JJen'8 to weary the poor 
teacher. Mn Somerville, who taught hen, ... wed me 
abe Dtwel' gave leeeona longer than teo minute. at .. time. 
She aid longer " ... only perniCloU., no child oonkl give 
undivided attention beyond tba.t period. She then llent 
them out to .. mue tbemee1"ee ... they could, and they 
.. l".ys Bucceeded and were freah to give ber their attentwn 
for another ten minute. when the called for them. This 
oould not. fatigue any mother. not even Mn Allen. The 
learning that profit. our understanding ia of our own acquir­
ing, therefore later. Never mind if your children are dunces. 
No gat'erDMI can do what .. mother can for their lOula, 
therefore, if poeeible, my Emma, keep them in your own 
haodl. Could you have learnt anything hut good from 
your nune, the pioua and truthful Molly' Getmoh Another. 
only more elegant if you thought neoeu&ry. 

I find Johnl baa been vwUng you: I hope be amuaed 
you; there illOmething original about him, but I han no 
bope he can evet win either of the nonpandla Parthenope 
or Florence [Nightingale). I think we Engliah are far too 
shy of the character of matchmakiDg. A, in thil free 
oountry there iI no forcing them, we onJy put people in the 
.. y of being happy,ilhoold they .uit each other, by throw­
ing them together. I have been jnat arunrering your nreet­
heart', letter, and I think it 10 pretty .. ODe, I enclole it to 
you, to mow yon what yon baH JOlt. 8eriotlily it gaTe 
me great pleuure and made me wonder .till mOTtl than I 
did ... hen 1 ...... him. that you Iflemed mOTtl w.poeed to 
laugh at than like II Tom Appleton.·,. Ha.e the American8 

I Her Dephew. the J0llllpt N. of the J&t,e Johll Allea of er-IJJ • 
• Tom Apple"'Q, _ A~. brou..r of 111'1 LoqfeUow ..... 

tile moR kiBdlJ of men. Ue became, in later JNn, •• troD, 

.piri~~ "H.!:'tta~::, .. ~ro~~::~:r::=!n~ 
!:=W:J= ':;".!!th!r~h~ I!:='::/:'td:l;'~,,~;. uted lnhi~ 
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DO publio schools to cool and harden them as we ha.ve 1 
TIley are of our blood and fa.mily, I do not see why they 
tbouId bave eo much more sensibility, such quicker sym­
pathieI. suob readier affections, unless it is that our odious 
1Oboo1l mar U8. 

Emma never sa.w her mother aga.in. Sbe died on the 
,t.t March. 18'6. Elizabeth wrote to her sister Emma.: 

i~ O~eh':e!=ttte!J~e~::y~~ :8~t~~a~o~e ~~:e: 
~~o;k:t~o~~°:O~a ~&~!rd~~U~~b~ tf: 
:: :'k~~~' 8:~~ :~~;::~:~ :n~a~m:s~&~t~l:: 
DOW' a.nd then of the purest and most benevolent soul that 
eftl' shone in any face." 

Fallny .AUell to Sar(lh Wedgwoocl (Bister of 
Josiah Wtdgwood 0/ Maer). 

P2NALLT, .d.prii 1UA. [1846]. 

Fifteen years ago, what grief we should have felt 
at. t.hiB event! ever since then we have bad & gentle wea.n­
iDs. and dear Bessy's life, though deprived of enjoyment 
.... hea.ven be praised! one of little suffering! What & 

life of kindness I have to be grateful for. when I think of 
JoIand. Beeey's affection and oonduct to UB! Ma.ny, many 
..... t!ons a.nd kindn688 that had a.lm08t slipped from my 
memory now rise up before me vividly, with the sweet and 
aIIeot.ionate a.coompanying manner and look. Among the 
MDy thing1I that I have to be grateful for through life, the 
pw.te.tis our union to your fa.mily. Bessy's cb&ra.cter was 
pedected by JOB, every generous a.nd affectionate feeling 
pu" .in action by him. And then they ha.ve left UB Buch 
eWldren, taught by them, tha.t will bless us, &nd a.ll around 
t.bem, with the like tendern688 a.nd love. I mention now 
0Dly JOB, but I gr&tefully remember every one of you-it 
.... been .. long stream of kindness from each of you. . . . 
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ElUobtlil W tdgwood w Au mkr 8MfItIJ Dam,.. 
My DILlB E....... M .... 11..., [I April, I'"]. 

We bve been t&lking a little of Obi' plana. I think 
we eball come to the ooncluaioD that M we mUBt break: up 
from here, there 11 little U8e in lingering. and that we sha.ll 
probably not Ny mOftl than a month. I don't feel that 
_viDa the place (though I eball Mver lee another I shall 
lib .... ythiJ18 lib it) will be much of • grief. How glad I 
IIbould baft been if Joe r.ud Hany would bave taba. to it; I 
oan't help thinking Joe will regret. it. It. 10 anlib any 
other place, 10 completely ita own eeU, a.nd with alterations 
it mipt be made eo very nice .. one. ud he will find it 
almoat impoesjb1e to tis: anywhere eIee. . .• Thank. you my 
dear Emma for your invitation, bot I think I abaJl stick 
by the Langton'. at preeent. Charlotte withee it, and 
Charlee r.~ giv_ me great oonfidence he will like it 
too. 

It 11 a great pleuure to Bee how entirely Charlet [Langton] 
undentood ud loved my motber-bow he felt the tra~ 
parent brightn611 of her character, and how everybody 
whom we have heard from felt it. There never WM any­
one comparable to her. Her loot and. voice are a bright.­
neea gone from the lfOTld for ever. 1 feel it a comfort that 
.he continued 80 unaltered to the lut. TiD that one day 
of inaentibUity the had no look of pain or ilJneM, and I have 
not bome to diaturb that image in my memory by any light 
ainoo. Charles was mentioning yeRerday a cil'eum­
ltanoe that I bad never heard before, for I think I could not 
ha.ve forgotten it, • dream the had of being .ble to walk, 
and wht.t estreme pleuure it gave her. My father 1JU very 
much deckld at bearing it. 

Good-bye, my dear Emma, yoo may be 8unt I ehrJl be 
very glad to go and 100 you and dear Chad.,. .. little further 
OD.-Your affect. 8. E. W. 

rev~:::' r:=:-of\!!'~~. t!:L~ou!owwron:~Y 



Emma at T enby I03 

10 TJ.e time I remember my mother with most affection 
.... bout the time we C&IDe from school. and she and my: 
father came to meet us at Stone and gave us such a rooep-

=-~ =~::~~r f&!:t !t~;:~le~~o:8 a:t s~h:ib:;: 
after the midsummer holiday. she went to Shrewsbury. a.nd 
... Yety ill there for some time. When I think of the grief 
I Jeh then at bearing of her illness. I often wonder At my 
.,..a.hy now, but in fa.ct the first fit she had was almosi 
• greater grief than any I have felt since with respect to ......... 
~D ~u~b~~~~;ill~a= ~~~ i~fsbr~n~~!!:; 
".. • most unusual event in her quiet life. 

OJt,arlu Darwin. to Emma Darwin. at Tenby. 

DOWN, W ed.~.day (Jun.!. 18'6}. 

I was exooedingly glad to get your letter wit.h 80 wonder-­
tally ,ood an aocount of your voyage and of tbe dear little 
eoula' bappinese; I am glad you took them. Do you not 
think you bad better come back by land! and bad you 
better not stay more than a fortnight ~ I propO!le it to 
:JOU in bond fide and wish you to do 80, though I do long to 
have m.ine own wife back Aga.in. 

At. laet the flower--garden is looking very gay. I have 
beeo getting on very badly with my work as it has been ex­
iremely difficult, and I have bad 80 many letters to write. 
Etty was very charming, though I did not 800 much of her 
JfI8I:erda.y; she is very affectionate to her dolls, but at last 
cot tired of them, and declared with great emphasis that 
•• abe would have a reallivo Baby," and "1Ilama ddt buy 
ODe for me." 

Oharle8 Darwin. '0 Emma Darwin at Tenby. 

Ify DEA.R Wu£, TA.'I'. day aft_ [J"M, 184.6J. 

To-day has been stormy and gloomy, but ra.ther 
pleua.nt in the intervals, only I have been sick agAin but 
W very uncomfortable. A proof has come from the 
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printen 8&yWg the compositor :is in want of MS., which he 
oa.nnot have and I am tired and overdone. I am &n 
ungraoious old dog to howl, for I have been sitting in the 
Stunlller-hOUBe, whilst watching the tbunderstorDlll, and 
thinking what a fortunate man I am, 80 well oft in worldly 
circumat&nce&, with such dear little children. and such a. 
Trotty,l and far more than a.ll with such & wife. Often 
have I thought over Elizabeth's words, when I married 
you, that abe had never heard a word p&88 your lips which 
ahe had rather not have been uttered. a.nd sure I 80m tlmt 
I can now lI&y 80 and shall 8&y 80 on my death-bed. bless 
yon, my dear wife. 

Your very long letter of Monday hss delighted me, with 
all the particulara about the children. How happy they 
seem: I will forw&rd it to Caroline. thougb twice it has " my 
dearestN." 

Trotty ie quite charming, though I am vexed. bow little 
I caD stand her: somehow I ha.ve been extra bothered and 
busy: and this morning I sent off Dve letters. . 

"My dearest N," means "My de&rest Nigger," He 
called himself her "nigger" meaning her s1&ve, tUld the 
expre88ion "You nigger ," as & term of endea.rment, is 
famili.ar to our ears from hel" lips, 

Emma Darwin to he,. aunt Madame 8t81Jlcmdi. 

DOWN. 81HW1ay [probably 8~. 1846]. 

Charlotte writes to me for a reoeipt for & punishment 
for Edmund. If she will send me ditto for Etty I will 
engage to furnish ber, ,but I am quite &8 much non-plU88ed. 
&8 she can be. Binee she has been unwell the whims in her 
little bead are wonderful. Now she never will ha.ve ber 
ilight shift on, and it has to be put on a.fter she is asleep. I 
must come to a downright quarrel I am afraid, hut I am 
always in hopes these fancies will blow over. 

I E tty. oaUed Trotty Veok. 
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CRAPrER VITI 

1847-184.8 

Eliabeth DlU'Win bom-8a.mh Wedgwood r.ettll'lll a.t Down-Elir.a.· 
beth Wedgwood a.nd the La.ngtoIllJ leave Stat!ordshire-Ha.rt· 
6eld- Fa.nny Allen 00 a. round of mite-The Frenoh Revolution 
of '4.8--Charl611 Darwin a.t 8hrewabury- Fra.noiA Duwio born 
AugIlIt 16th, 1848--The death of Dr Dum. 

ELIZA.BETH DARWIN WtwI born on July 8, 1847. 
This year Sarah Wedgwood left Staffordshire and came 

to Down to be near my mother, where she lived tiD her :a,,:. clo!erto~~:littte~ge ~::OO~foo secluded, though 

1 have still a vivid image of my great-aunt Sarnh. She 
Ya8 tall, upright, 80lld very thin, and looked &S different = :!~= :f!:t;~U~ ~:~o~~::y ~~~;i~~·ca~~ 
or small shawls, 80lld a large Leghorn bonnet. She kept 

:v=~ ~:::; h~ler;i:ITttl:~:y~n:Jo~~.t~ 
others for reading books and cleaner QOOllpatione. Her life 
w .. one of Spartan simplicity. She lived in her books. e.nd 
the; administration of her charitiee. and her OnlJ; society was 

tt::!:lt ~~t~~:o~e;t~t~~~t:hbo~:-S, ~~~n:; ~r~ 
and I do not believe ever visited in the village. Neither do 
I think. she cared for her garden or ever went into it; and 

~~~h:~:hP~a:~~=~~ ~ ::o;eE!r e~t:e~~~o: 
Uld from the station-an anDOU!! busin688, as Jack, her 
horae, W&8 88 old-fashioned 88 his mistress, and could not 
be .u.owed to hear or see a train, or he became quite un­
manageable. The solemn vUritil to our old g:rea.t-aW1t were 

I The treea of her garden are ehown on the left of the picture, and 
i!~o!:! ~heen':~=ala;!. the hO~ where later on m1 Aunt Elisa· 
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r.ther awful bat rare 6veota. Her aerv&nta, however, MnI 
Morrey, Ma.rthA • .00 Henry Hemming:a, were our de&!' 
friends, and whenovet life WIWI a little o .. t. .1. bome, we could 
troop off, croeei.ng the three Solda that aeparated our houso 
from PetIey., lure of a. warm weloome from them. The 
80wen tba.t grew in bel' garden seemed to us to have a DlYS­
t.erioua cha.rm, and OBOe .. year there was the excitement of 

Il~= gj~~reat w:eJe~e O:~ ru:e ~~~ ::;'w.= 
before or ainoe. &nd Martha WQuld sing U8 IIOIlgB which only 
gained by repetition. 

Sta~t!~t.!uti~~~J:I:w 4~! 
Hennitace. near Waking; the Josiah Wedgwoode at Leith 
Rill Place i and the La.ngtoM ... Hartfield Grove, on the 
borders of AIIhdown FOJ'efJt.. in S~, all within .. YM" or 
t.wo. Elizabeth 8hortly after built benelf .. hoWJe, The 
Ridge •• bout .. quarter of .. mile from the lAngton8. The 

lite n-:':hli~ t!:l~ ~~. =:.ly.,::::, :: ~~ 
N the couaine bave the happieet remembrance of Yiait8 to 
these two hO\l8el; there was the s.me atmoepbere of m.edom 
.. there bad. been .1. lIaer I .00. the atm'Oundinp wore 

:~-'b!t':~~~.~~digT:,n an::ilit t.t~ 
d==':h-:~ =t~~~ of<:iif'.'x:~. ~h~ 
crowned hill .. bout two miles to the sooth, I thoucht that it 
WM even wildor, &nd more full of oharm. than I remembered. 

Elizabeth built a. little aobool on the edge of her la.nd for 
the few ohildren near by. They came from little IJtnfrgling 
cottagee originaJ.ly belonging to aqua.tten m the foftllJi. It 

:::~t.Me~t~c.n ~ ~t':~d,=rn:~ 
.ppear, abe had built. little ecbool on QWly hland, near 
Tenby, and, I presume, endowed it . 

.Mo4af* S",mmtd. 10 Mr .~ EIiMbdh. W tJdgtoood. 

17 ..t., .. 11067. 

1 feel diapoeed to write to you to-da.y, dea.reat, beeaUII(I 

my bead it full of you IWld of your works, which I believe 
I waa one of .. he fint to think tomaoiic. Ia me make 
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.... .,.. AmIorobk. What you have done at Caldy 

...,.. and bean fruit more a.bundantly than I eQuid 
haft believed poesible. Yeaterda.y Emma. penuaded 
.. to Jay my oldne18 aeide, &nd ma.ke one of a bollt 
pan, to Caldy with John Allen1 (School Commiseioner) 
to ftli,t youz school, flO thAt you will Ilea it figure in t.he 
~ report. We found 12 or 13 children. After sum­
moai.ag all in that wer& Ilt hand there were 17 examined. 
The tabool at fall amounts kl twenty-two. It is, as you 
kno .... amply ftll'Ili8hed. with all the implementll of le&ming; 
aDd. John Allen was particularly ploued with the little 
Soriptural prints, in which he examined them with a. BOrt 
of parental tenderneee. They sa.ng eeveral hymns and 
..... them true. There WIl8 &. devotional ea.meetoeee in 
ODe little boy that might have rep&id you for aJl you 
_va done, if you had looked a.t him. 

I .joyed the 8Ilil there and b&ck exceedingly beside all 
lbe pleuuro I found on the Island itseU. We were obtigod 
to climb up &on a.1m08t perpendicuJ.a.r rock that frightenod 
_ to look at. but wit.h the adroit aid of Tom Allen I got 
.p lib &. goat. and enjoyed it. all tho more for the 
dllllculty . . . 

Elisabeth's bouse Ilt Hartfield wa.s now being laid out, 
aod the following lotter showl! that my mother wa.s pro­
..... to dig up shrubs from the garden at Down for the 
-ploce. 

BtiHaY (SHBIIW88(1RT, 31dao.., 184.11. 

I bad two wretchod da.ya on Friday &nd Saturday. I 
Jar all day upstairs 00 the 60fa groMliog and grumbling 
aad reading "The Last Days of Pompeii." I ha.ve a.1m08t 
IDIMIe up my mind to stay here till Wedneeda.y. and I shan 
MtlOnMtnd by Kew ... Rooker will oometo us. I have bad 

I ........ foI'd. Arohdeaoon Alleo. the .... eIl·known friend of Fib· 
..... aod Tenn;J80n. 
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p1en~y of t.ime to think of you, my own dearest, tenderest, 
best of wivee. I have no doubt 1 ehaJ.l be .t home on 
Thurad.y. Kiee the dear children for me. 

MaDy th6nb for all your W1'Y nice lett.en and your 
amu.mg one tbia morning. We..u here understa.nd why 80 

many la.urel8 mU8t be dug up, perhaps you wollld like the 
AuJea and one of the DeocJ.a,n for Elizabeth. My dearee:t, 
I ItiaM you from my heart. Won't you dig up • few of the 
apple treee in the orohud' Are they not too thick' 

Fanny Alkn to Itq ft~ ElimbdA Wedg1ooOO. 

P:U&YSTOMI:. 8f1P1. 2M [1847]. 

. . . I found W. Clitlord on Thunday .t the turnpike 
pie with the little OlUl"iage and bi8 man George. On 
Friday, Mr Comewall Lewiel and lAdy ThMl880 and her 
3 ohildren (Liatel"8) came here, and remain till to-morrow, 
we had aIao the Dea.n of St Aaaph. lAdy ThereM i8 qnite 
ohanning-eo gay and happy, easy and natnraJ., and I think 
'n!IrY clever. She haa .. good loud voice, and ehe carries on 
• lively convena.tion with Mr Clifford without much effort. 
If ..u ladies of quaJity were like her J 8hould ea.y they were 
very 8uperior to the run of ladies in our raak. Her IJOn i8 
• nice lad atHanow, who channa W. Cli1ford by the sweet· 
neB8 of his countena.nce; the two girl. &lao are nice little 
things. He enjoyed. himself very much talking IlODIIfJIl8e 

to Lady Tbernsa last night, and she responded with great 
piety. His Jove for Violet was the theme. Mr Lewis is 
• I18D8ible man, rather cold, but he eo.jo)'1!l his wife's spright­
liness and la.ughed very heartily when she took him oft; they 
aeem • thoroughly happy family. I thought he criticised 
M.aoaulay well and jDBtly this moming-he saJ.d he thought 
he 10Bt sight of trutb oooaaionally from his love of painting 
strong scenes and saying striking thing8. but never from 

, Sir George eonaewaU Lewit, Poor z..w CoDllDiMioIlfll'. He WAI! =: .. ofB~em:o;=. ;="~I~~I~* for A~-:; 
of the In Earl of Clarendon, and widow of TboIDM c,. :u..Eu. 



, .. ,-, ... ) Tom Poole and Kitty Wedgwood rog 

prejodioe. He thought him on the whole very vera.cioull. 
He Ie ,. man of bad or no taste (I forget which), which ill 
oblervable in his history, or indeed in wha.tever he writes .... 

Fanny Allen to her sister Madame Sismornii. 

HAB.TJ'Il!:LD.Oee. 3rd [18.7J. 

. . . I am very glad to hoor that you Ilfe going to Cresselly 
for the christening, a.nd tha.t you ha.ve a. smart bonnet to 
wear there. Piok up every word of Kitty's a.nd if you could 
eend a scrap of ber in every letter what treasures they would 
be I It is indeed a privilege, to have such a. child all that. 
Happy parents! 

I have been deep in the old letters of the fa.mily for these 
IMt. ten da.ys-poor Tom's1 letteI1! a.re very mehmoholy Md 
touching, and some of JOB'S &n8wers very beautiful. Wha.t 
two men they were! a.nd their attachment to each other so 
perfect. I have copied off half a sheet of Tom's written 
from Cote in 1804, desiring J08 not to oome there on his 
aeoount. and giving a. oba.raoter of himself and JOB 80 true 
aDd beautiful both, that it is a pity it should not be more 
Imown. It was a cruel blight that passed over the life of 
• penon of such rare excellence. There are a great number 
of Coleridge's letters, very clever and amusing~in one a 
wrry kind message to "Miss AlIens, Fanny and Emma.," 
lAd how plea.sa.nt the recollection he had of his stay at 
<D.elly. Tom Poole's letters are interesting. I never 
oeueregretting that Kitty (Wedgwood] did not accept him. 
How different would have been her life, to that absurd and 
ridicruJous attachment which bound her to Miss Morgan. 
Among the mass of letters his are among the most affoc­
tioI1I.te and from the most healthful mind. There are also 
[Iehen] from Wordsworth, Godwin, Campbell, a.ll equa.lly 
druait by the bea.uty of Tom's cha.r&eter, and expressive of 
the deepest attachment to him. He wa.s a "Dl&Jl made to 
be loved" like Fox. 

I Tom Wedgwood, brother of JOlIiah We<!gwood of Maar. 
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It ia nry lucky you are aot near enough to commit the 
imprudenoe of atmding me your "white bonnet to be worn 
at Embley." I abaJl not want • sm&rt bonnet there, not 
80 much as a.t Down, Imd I hl!ove got my Leghorn. too smart 
almost already. Be sure to dre88 yourself very ha.ndsomely 
at Cresselly .. 

.Faft."r A.lle1l 10 Aer nitu ElimbUA WecIgwoocl. 

To RnlI:IUOll!, Tlvnloy UtA [Nov., 1847). 

. . . I W68 yearning to write to you tbe few day. of my 
stay a.t Embleyl [where] I spent a. ple&8&.Dt time in spite of 
the greatest of my 10tl8e8. Florenoe. I never liked Mr or 
:Mrs Nighting&le BO much before. and Hilary Ca.rter &nd 
Parthe &l'e girls of extraordinary talents &nd understa.nding. 
1tfr N. has something of tbe cb&rm of Mrs ToUet'slimplioity. 
He made us 1&ugh he6ftily one da.y a.t dinner, when BOme 
one observed on the character of Sismondi. of the inwest 
be took in people, when Mr Nightingale 8UBpended his knife 
and fork a. little sa.ying, " It is very a.mi&ble. but I can not 
for the life of me feel that interest in anybody." He was 
greeted with much laughter of course, but he continued 
very grave, protesting his want of power. He made another 
confession. tha.t he was very maligwr.nt, which I do not 800 

any indication of, but he knows beet. Florence's letters 
were gre&t treats. There were three of them during my 
stay. She aeee well and deeoribes well. She mentioned 
having seen the Nineveh bulls which have lately arrived at 
Paris. They &fa exceedingly grand, 20 feet high, a.nd 12 of 
these are coming to England. What can we do with them 1 
Where place them 1 They have all been dug up &t Nineveh. 
The Bra.oebridges and Florence left Paris in the dWgewu for 
ChaJOll8. This new mode of tr&velling &mUIIe8 Flo, &ad she 
rather likes difficulties too. What a wife she would make 
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for • mall worthy of her I but I am not sure I yet know the 
.-te it for her. I never sa.w &. more envia.ble talent of 
drawing tha.n that which Hilu.ry C&rter and Parthe have. 
Everything that co.tches their eye as beautiful, either in 
form or colour, they sketch or colour with inconceivable 
rapidity, and their pencil or colour box is aJ'Ways a.t hand. 
. .. I ea.me up here yesterday with Mr Eyre, a. neighbour 
of the NightingaJes, and had much conversation with him 
on the beau monde topics. He proposed the coupe for ue to 
Fin, a.nd it is by fa.r the most a.grooa.ble seat in the tra.i.n, 
10 pmy choose it the next time you go. You hoor much 
better too, so tha.t sometimes you ma.y ga.i.n a. good deal and 
IOmetimea lolle, &8 it ma.y be. Yesterday I ga.ined something 
of the higb world talk. Mr Eyre is an intimate of Sydney 
Herbert and detailed the course of his marriage and the 
100Bening of the tie between him and Mrs Norton, who 
behaved very well on the occa.aion and assured him when he 
married she would never cross bis pa.th. She went to Jrel&lld 
Wore the m.a.rri&ge took place. Mr Eyre gave 80me very 
..wble opinions on marriage. I could not help smiling 
when I thought how intinta.te we had got. and we parted 
a.fIecQonately. Our marriage oonvers&ti.on was a.propos to 
t.he difficwty the two N.'s would have in finding anyone 
they would like well enough to forsa.ke such a home. 

Fanny Allen to her niece Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

(2, Cm>.ana TEBlUCB, 
)(y DKAB. ELIZABETH, Sunda,Evfni1tg(2SN()t].,lSf1]. 

I '91808 sorry to miss your parting kiss and farewell on 
WedDeede.y, but when I came down the stairs I had. not a 
minute to lose. 80 I left you without being a.ble to sa.y the 
_,. diaagreea.ble word I e&n ever imagine sa.ying to you . 
., dinner .t Alderson's wa.s mther dull and hea.vy. We 
ftI'8. party of H. a.nd our 3 best men made but bad taJ.kera 
that day. Alderson wa.s 80 much occupied with carving 
that I did not hear him speak, and the time of dinne.r was 

_____ .......... _ ..... _ ....... otc 
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oompoood 01 d ... t&lkiog. The Bishop 01 Exeter looked the 
very penoDi8cation of the evil eerpent, gliding .boot and. 
whilpering in deep oonvenation with the Baron, all with 
reference to bia plot apinat. Hampden. Soon after he ea.t 
down to dinner he poured much civility on me. He made 
me ball-HOzen II6t .peeohee, invitatione to Torquay and 
Devonshire, with much formality. and I gtletIfJ little lincerity. 
I wanted to have Mr Mauricel aa my companion, but. I got 
B. Milman.' Be praiIed JoJU Eyre exoeedingly, 10 if you 
want to order .. book get toha.t, the writer i.e unknown. He 
and hi, wife bad been at Parie lately and I aabd him about 
the Bulle. that you ha.V& been laughing at my venion of. 
They &r'f) bruen he ea.id. a.nd he . hould think their height 
WM 8obout 12 foot; and instead of 12 Bulla for Engla.nd. 
be Mid tb8re were .. sr-t many mol'&-«) I IIRlppoee there 
are tweoty bulls, and I transferred the nnmben. Mrs 
Henry :Milman waa 8zquiaite1y dreued. 

FricJ.y I dined at Mre Sydney Smith',. Thill W808 a. 
Illt!rWlcholy oontraat to the dinnen when Sydney }hIided.. 
Kra Sydney was low and aeemed to feel the at.riiinc differ­
ence. Enrything.y.. haocbome and elepnt .. in 
Sydney', time, but the .ow ".. lhD.ti.a&. which Ilra S. 
8eeDl.II to feel every moment. I beard no no ... t.here, exoopt 
great PfUe of JaM, E1I"e. Fa.ony (Heoaleigh) oUIed. for roe 
at I put; nine to go to Mn ThomplOo'l literary -at"" which 
oonsilted of about 18 or 20 people, m* of them Yety black. 
We had lOme flinging aDd a little dancing. Sir Edward L . 
Bwwor'. lon4 waa there, the meet. affected youn,g gentleman 

I The lamo .. "Gorham Cue" 11''' jut DO" lMcbmiD«. iD wweh 
PhiJlpotu, the I'lOQlbaij'f'. &ad trnfty Biaho£ of Euler, 11''' trJin« to 

!:~=U!:h! C::.: ::::a~o:~he =D~'~ 
~.'~ ~:'~l:! lIliliu.o* To17 of theftenejt*Ype. 

• Frederick Dem.oD Maurioe (b. 1806, d. 1871), Cbapla.iD of LiD­
eoln'. Ion. He may be laid to be tb. i1Iepiter of the _'f'ement 

c:n~~: Bpi~iI1au:t"ea!: :rou!0= ~a!:~' 
worm., MeIl. GJWtolMl &ttet hia death .ned hUn " t.bM lpiritoal 

~':;"Jd--=t~~~'::n~='D::'!~~: ~~ . • n.. Itt Earl of LyUoll, born 1831. 
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01 18 I ever saw. He is very handsome, and shakos ba.ck his 
bead of heavy dark curls every time he spoke. His dresa 
... exceedingly f'uJurcM., he is quite a. finiahed. petit maitre. 

TCHla.y we went to hear Pusey in the morning a.t Dods­
WOIih'. Church, and walked afterwards to Lincoln's Inn 
a.pel. I wiah you had been with us t,o..d&y. Mr Ma.urice 
pq lUI a beautiful discourse, and I heard every word. It 
amply repaid me for my walk. It was partly on the forgi vo­
... o[ our sins and what Luther had done. It is a. sermon 
Ilhoold like to read; for it began with our queUing selfish­
_. but the link that bound that to the latter part of his 
IMII'DlOD I cannot recollect. It was a. sermon in contrast. to 
Dr Pueey's in the morning, which wae striking and terrific, 
C\Io8ing with the denunciations of our Sa.viour to the goats 
on the left hand. Thus closee my story of the week. 

Fanny Alkn. to her niece Elizabeth. Wedgwood. 

My DBAlt ELIZABETH, IktI. 26 {ISO], (bUT1· 

You .-ill be glad to hear how I hs.ve found JOS8i.e, so 
I will begin a letter to you this evening. I want also to 
.,. the history of my London a.onala to you, for if I do not 
write them when they are tolerably fresh I shtrJ..l forget them 
oItogetb&. 

Tburaday, the Hou8() of Commons Da.y, was a fa.ilure. 
Wben yoo sit is not oompe.rable to the old Ventilator, you 
-.mot eMily move, you have a fa.ir sight of the House, 
IMn you bear with difficulty. The only person, or the two 
penoos I wiahed to hear, I did not. H. Drummond did not 
8peU: that night, and Julia Smith would not stay loog 
.aap for D'Isra.eli. Then I should 880y the debate W808 

• oold ODe. Mr Gladstone spoke fluently, but there was no 
IOal in his words, and indeed there were no giantB in the 
Bouee. Saturda.y it poured. Hensleigh continued ailing 
aDd wonld. not think of going out to breakfast, &0 we went 
witboui him and had a. very pJea.sant morning. Rogers i8 
lIlach more himself, and ca.n ma.na.ge 8ubjecta better in his 
own houee 'ha.n when he is thrown into a party of 12, where 

'rOLn. 8 
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perhapa he only knows 4 or 5. There WaB only Mr Ruxton, 
I am not SUl't'l of the name, but he WaB clever and agreeable. 
Rogera prophesied that Monckton Milnes would extinguish 
him, when he should arrive, as he W83 just come from Madrid, 
and we should hear nothing but of Spain. This was not 
quite the case as he seemed to have been much amu.eed by 
H. Drummond's speech the night before in the House, and 
he did not seem much struck by Madrid. The Queen iB 
turning out a good-looking woman. Her leisure time is 
now engaged in 'copying Raphael's celebrated picture of the 
Spaaimo! M. Milnes is lively and pleaaa.nt but he is plain 
and common looking, so that he must make his way with 
Florenoo [Nightingale] by his mind, and not the outward 
man. Mrs Sara Coleridge told us his confession to her was 
that he wished to be in love and could not. 

We called on poor Mr8 Sydney Smith on our way back. 
How untrue was the report that she wa.s giving parties and 
going out I She has not dined in company since S.'s death 
and has given no partiee of any kind. She lives but in the 
thoughts of her p&8t life, and of wi8hes to tranBmit some­
thing of Sydney to posterity that might show him the gay, 
kind, good-natured person he was. She said she would show 
me her manuscripts, what she bad collected of his letters, 
and her own little sketch of her husband's early life. But 
as this could not be now, she gave me a few books of MSS. 
to look over before I quitted town. This was good-natured 
and the re&ding of them gave me amusement and pleasure. 
The day wa.s too bad for Anne Marsh to come, as she had 
inu,nded, so Sara Coleridge sat an hour or more waiting for 
her. She [Sara] is not a person that hits my taste, she ha.s 
I suspect too much of her fatber in ber. The dinner at 
Bunsen's was a very pleuant onl!!. Besides the fBtmily there 
were three gentlemen and their wives and some other lea.rned 
men. Bunsen introduced one man, a German (Ma.x Milller) 
who was a gre&t Sa.nscrit schola.r. Another, who sat next 
me, wa.s a gre&t Northern l.inguist and seholar, I believe he 
WaB an Englishman. All the English names I could make 
nothing of when Bunsen pronounced them. It was very 
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aIIIIIIinI hearing all tb08e men talking of lea.med timea and 
thiDp, which you do not. hea.r at an Engliah dinner-table. 
There 1t'&8 a franknes8 in thi8 that W&8 very agreeable. 
!leD to Bunsen, I should think my neighbour, the Sca.n­
diDaYia.n, W&8 the m08t learned of the party. He seemed to 
bowaU things, eo I ventured t-o try him with my bulla. He 
... quite "" /0", told me where they were, not yet .m.ved 
iD India, Crom whence they come here by veaee1B. I asked 
blm "bat their height W&S, a.nd he &aid 16 Ceet high. 10 
&here I IIhall lee.ve them-a very proper heigbt. He told 
me Uley had. deciphered. also eome worde on the Babyloni&n 
brioD and tha.t Nebuchadnezt8ol' was on every one. The 
world was created on Sept. 21. a.t 3 o'clock in the after­...., .. 

JlGtlaf'M Sumtmdi to her "ita Eli:abtl" Wtdgwood. 

Man:14 (1848). 

"- great a change ba.e ta.ken place in my feelingl Binoo thill 
day week. 808 there did in Pari8 Mm08t in those wonderful 
fear day.. Then I do not remember ever being made 80 
1IDhappy by politiC8. and eo I continued until my GalignaW8, 
which were suspended. were returned to me, and a letter 
&om Ji.me Mojon telling me the romantic turn oC the Rev&-
11ltioD, the wety of thOle for whom I trembled. and rea.Uy • 
.. fir AI it. &eem8 at preeent, the m06t sublime political move­
IDIIai that baa ever taken place in any country. I go to bed 
.... nw.ding every paper I ca.n lay my banda on. only in 
impMienoe to awa.ke again to know and read mote. No 
~t is poaaible now but a republio. whatever one 
miaht feel of pity for the poor Orle&llB, of love &nd a.dmi:r,,-
1ioD for my heroine, the Duche88. The Revolution i8 
DOW more a IlOcial than a political one. Will they be able to 
__ their promisee to the working cla.s8ea , and if they 
~, how muoh may be dreaded from the diaappointed 
~ of the monater they have unohained. I see to-day 
a deane of what Si.8mondi 80 un06lWngly aaked, " a partici­
pMioo of the workman in the gain8 of what he produces, 
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bo1J8V8l' ema.U. so a8 to have & living inter'eet in the manu­
fact;ory." bat in tohi. very decrtee 1 lee • blond« by tbe 
.. mauvaiae tM.e" of Louia Blanc. He t&lb of tbe " iniqui­
tous oppnlUion " of t.be work-mutera. It ia not true, and 
if it ..... it i.e not for the rulers of the mast.era ae well &8 

workmen to ue eueh .language. At a moment wben ... you 
.Y, "a little .pa.rk: kiDdleth lIuch • blaze" bow cautioualy 
ooght every word to be weighed! 1 caDDOt help t.binking 
the band of God ia im.med.iately in thie revolution. It. i.e 60 

great. 80 audden. so unforee8eo, 80 1lJlDle&Bured even by those 
who eeem to have made it. that it baa the effect of • miracle 
on tbe soul. 

The moei hopeful pad of this revolution ie the .wakening 
of a religious feeling. c.n that be owing only to tbe piety 
of one man, Lamutine, One might doubt it if one did not 
see the immenae apread of good by one woman, lira Fry. 
whoee memoirs we are DOW reeding, and a very delightful 
reading it is. What a hleMed woman 1 And what. b1eMed 
lot wall ben I . . God bieM thee, my beloved child. 
Ever thy, J. S. 

I lib much the" thee and thou," it eeem& ., pretty in 
MnFry. 

The foil . IeUen were wriUen during • rialt to 
Shrewsbury ~y I 184-8. Dr Darwin wu very eeriously 
ill and this .... my father', Jaet. viRt there during hit £&iber'a 
lifetime. 

Cltorlu Dam" 10 BM"," DaM,., 

a ....... [SIIUWUUaT, prabab1,10 JI,.. lUS]. 

Though thUt will DOt SO ~y I will write • bit; of 
JoUl'DAl. which .. in point of fact, " is • jo1lf'D.lJ. of .u. our 
hMIt.be. My father kept "",",y ...u all yeoIeniay. but 
.... b1e to tMk for not IDOI'8 t.hu. 10 minu*- u • time till 
..... diDDer. when be t.I.lbd the wbole eYlllling moel; won­
derially weD a.nd cheeriulIy. It iB a.D innpreeli.bJe p&e.ure 
&hM be baa t.wioe $old me that be ia qry oomfonabJe, .00. 
t.ba.t hiI wa.ot of breath doea not ~himu aU lib the 
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d1ioa eensation, which he now very seldom bas. That he 
$boUght with care he might live 8. good time longer,and that 
"ben he died it would probably be suddenly, which was 
~. Thrice over he has said that he waa very comfort&blo, 
wbioh waa 80 much more than I expected.. 

Thanks for yOUt very nice letter received this morning, 
with all the news about the dear children: I suppose now 
and ~h&nged to you, you will aUow Arurie is " something." 
I believe as Sir J, L. sa.id of his friend, that she is 8. seoond 
Mozart; a.nyhow sbe is more tban 8. Mozart considering her 
Darwin blood. Farewell for to-day. 

Sunday. All goes on flourishing. Susa.n arrived. a.t 
8 o'clock in tremendoU8 spirits. The tour had answered 
DlOIt brilliantly. Sbe never saw such trees, such post­
horaee. such civil wiWters, and such good dinners, &nd a.s for 
Frank Parker, she is in love with him. It has done her a. 
world of good. 

MOfWIay [SHRBW8BUR.T, 22,." May, 1848] . 

. I was speculating yesterday bow fortunate it W&8 

[ had plenty of employment (a.nd a.n employment which I 
do not consider mere a.musement) (or being employed alone 
makes me forget myself: reaJly yesterda.y I was not able to 
forget my stomach for li minutes all day long. I have read, 
ainoe being beret Evelyn's Lile of Mrs Godolphin; it is very 
pretty, but she is too virtUOU8, and too nun-like; het' great 
beauty counterbalances some of her virtue: if sbe had been 
ugly and so very good she would have been odious. Tell 
tbit IJeDtiment to your Aunt Sarah and see what she will 8&y. 
1 am aleo reading an English translation of Mme de 8evigne 
and like it much. Give my love to all the dear children and 
b_them: 

Yours, C. D. 
The bla.ck·cap8 sing here so beautifully. 

[SmlEW8BUKYJ, T,w.day [23 May, 184I1J. 

Thie lovely day makes me pine rather to be with you 
r.nd the dear little ones on the la.wn. Thank Willy IWd 



uS ' A Century of FamUy LeUers [0IlA1'. vm 

Annie for their very nice ootoe, which told me a great many 
things I wished to hear; they are very nicely written. Give 
them &nd my dea.r Etty and Georgy my beat love. This 
place is looking lovely, but yet I could not live here: the 
BOunds of the town, and blackguards taJ.king, and want of 
privacy, convince me every time I come here tha.t rurality 
is the main element in one's home. . . . 

Tlwnday [SHUW!BUBT, probably 25tl Ma" 1848]. 

I keep very well, though unUBU.uy beavy. My father 
bad 8. fa.ir night. He WIIo8 very cbeerlnl a.t ca.rds, but the 
da.y here is almost continual anxiety. The Owens !WI usual 
ha.ve found me out: the Queen might &8 well come incognito 
hore: I hope the Governorl will not come over to~molTOW. 

Your letters delight me and teU me &l.J. the things I most 
like to h8¥: I am very sorry that Annie c&nnot Bing, but do 
not give up too 800n. You are a lovely girl, I have just 
written for you my third note to Mr Blunt.l Eras. saY8 
that the La. having gone to the Queen's BaJ.J, t&ken with tho 
Prince's speech &bout the Lodging Houses, show tb&t the 
Court is determined to encourage the lower orden: I should 
like to repeat this to the LB. It is going to be tremendously 
hot to-d&y. 

Your old Nigger, C. D. 

I am in love with MUle de Bevigne; she only shams a. little 
virtue. 

My fa.ther's words &8 to his being in love with Mad&me 
de Bevigne remind me of the mixture of playfulnees. defer· 
ence, and e.dmiration which made his manner 80 delightful 
to any woman who attra.cted. him-with whom he was in 
love &8 he was pleased to call it. He was often in love with 
the heroines of the many novels tb&t were read to him. a.nd 
uaed &lways to mmt&in both in books a.nd. real We that a. 
touoh of aflec::ta.tion was neoeaaary to complete the charm of 
• pretty woman. Wha.t he meant i8 rather difficult to under· 

1 Mr Owen of WoodhoWle . 
• The ShMlwsbury ohemist, who was. believed at Down to be the 

bMt ohemiat in the world. . 

____________ ;~~nll 
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1UDd. for he really could not endure 8offectAtion. But I 
,bink it W808 a. oorta.in gra.ce of ma.nner combined with 80n 
intention to plea.se. 

OluJrlu Darwin to Em11lll Darwin. 

Baturday [PotItmark 271" ]fay, IS'8]. \ 

I was 80 very glad to get your letter this morning with 
.. &ood a.n a.ccount of the Baby as could be expected. I 
am eo tha.nkful you hoo. Elizabeth with you; for she of 80ll 
human beings would bo of the grea.tcst comfort to you. 
HOI' preeence is a. blessing 80nd joy to everyone. I 80m wea.k 
eaougb to-day, but think I am improving. My attack W808 

qry BUdden: Susa.n wa.s very kind to me but I did yearn for 
you. Without you when sick I fool most desolate. I almost 
doubt wbetber I shall be a.blo to travel on Monda.y; but I 
caD write no more now. I do long to be with you a.nd under 
your protection for then I feel sa.fe. God bless you. 

e.D. 
Thank my dear Etty for her nice little letter a.nd give 

my love to 80ll our dear children, whom I shall be so glad 
waeea.ga.in. 

Francie, my mother's seventh child, W808 born on 

A~~~~~ on November 13th in the same year: I 
remember feeling aw~truck, e.nd crying bitterly out of 
~path1 with my {8other. 

C&thenne Darwin wrote to her brother Charles (11th Nov., 
1848): "My father is perfectly collected, a.nd placid in his 
mind in every way, a.nd one of the most bea.utifui and 
pathetic sigbts that can be imagined, 90 sweet, so uncom· 
plaining. so full of everybody else, of all the servants, the 
..-n.nta' children, etc. Susan was up all last night, a.nd 

::1~=gh8o~~;:~~ ~=~e~,; :~e~s~Y=~:y~~ 
Biven to her. He attempted to speak about you this 
ID.~, but W808 80 excessively overcome he W808 utterly 

=:h;ee ~~h~iea:~te!Oo~~~r e.:xci~!:~~ ;t~:~ 
him so, it is quite dangerous .... tt And the day following, 
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~t:f~u:f!t; C~ul~r!;,8~::::~~~~G~ 
him." 

My father went down to Shrewsbury, although the journey 
W&8 a. great eftort. He stayed the night with Erasmus 
Darwin in London. 

P.uSTB.U.T,30'cloek. 

Here am I and have had some tea. and toaat for lunoheon 
&nd am feeling very well. 

My drive did me good and I did not feel exhausted till I 
got near here and now I am resting again and feel pretty 
nearly at my average. My own dear wife, I cannot possibly 
say how beyond &11 value your 8ympathy and a.ffection is 
to me. I often fear I must We&!' you with my unwellne&868 
and complaints. . 

Fa1tny AUen eo Aer 1I.ieu EliZGbdh Wedgwood. 

HaYWOOD ~ •• Nov. I'J [ISU]. 

. . . How wise it is in Susan and Catherine D .. rwin to 
decide on remaining at Shrewsbury' ! no fresh pJace can give 
them the satisfaction, and the pleasure too, that tbe parent 
nest will. It is .. lao 80 nice. place in epite of the town, and 
it will be eo endeared to them by the memory of the father. 
that they will proba.bly like it better than ever they did ... 
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CRAPrER IX 

1849-1861 

Ute at Do_Malvern ",at~r·eur&--A tol1l' in Wale&-JeIII!ie Sis· 
mondi on F. W. Newman- The AlleM' youthy ag&--Heywood 
Lau_Miae Martineau and Mr Atkinsou- A party at the 
B ........ 

Fanny AUen to her nieu Emma Darwin. 

)ly DUB ElDlA, 3 :8,0. [184.9], fuYWOOD LoOOE. 

J sbould be grateful for anything that brought me 
ODe of your sweet lettenl, and I most gratefully thank you 
for your affection which hs.a prompted you to send me a 
aouvenir, a.nd though I have no need of one with regard 
to you. yet I am sure it will perform its pleasant office of 
putting me in mind of YOll. whenever I sit down to write. 
or indeed whenever I look at it. Your anecdote of 
Willy is oharming-so much love and patience with Georgy. 
Such a. character in the eldest child. ensures a.ll the rest 
beiDg good. You deserve to be a happy father and mother. 
&lid you have & fair promise. You &re very right, no child 
CUI spoil another by kindness. Men and women have great 
power in spoiling, as I perceived last week when I W8.8 at 
c.-uy. 

I hope Mrs Nightingale does not bother her daughter to 
aooept of Monckton Milnes. He is not worthy of her. 
Haye you seen his life of Keats 1 T. Macaulay says he never 
knew what religion he [M. Milnes] was of till he read his 
hook. He expects to find an a.ltar to Jupiter 80mewbere in 
hiI bouae. We &fe nea.r the end of Ma.ca.ulay's Hi, tOf'Y, a.nd 
k II very entertaining reading. I do not 800 the .. new 
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views" which they talk of in this history. He seemll to me 
to have the II&me that Fox and Mackintosh had in their 
fragmentB. If AI. had finished hill hilltory, I am lIure I IIhould 
bve preferred it, and W. Clifford lI80ys the II&me of Fox .... 

All I shall be on the right lIide of the gulf,l IlhaU certainly 
BOO you thillilummer, dear Emma. I fear Tenhy ill too far 
for you to venture from Charles and the children. It would 
keep you aru:iou8, and that neither of us could bear to 800 

you. My very kind love to Charle8, who I think will get 
better 611 we are coming to a pleall&nter time of year. God 
hless you, dearest E., ma.y everything go as BDlooth with 
you, as in your own mind. YOUl'II tenderly, 

F. ALLEN. 

At the end my mother wrote: "Send me back this nice 
letter and don't think I take it all for granted either for self 
or ohildren." 

on~ i: e~~:~~oK;a~o~l~~~ult :~e~e:e~~u: li~~~ aor~ 
!a~t!:: a~ :!r:r:~~ ~!tat,=~po~f,:!~e s:a~,~nd 
interoourll6 with the poor peop1e. my mother was entirely 

=!~ ~f :y ~hil=er~;d :m::et!'~~n·meO:: 
illustrating her calm indulgence. I was ",ery fond of 
dreaai.ng up. especially when my cousin Hope W&8 with 
UII. Our plan W&8 to ask my mother for the key of 
her jewel box-a simple wooden box in which her jewels. 
pearls and aU, rattled about 100116. with no cotton-wool to 
protect them. The key, too. worked badly. and we had to 

~~~k~~n~:~ ~ ~~~:!!y t~eg~!ids ~~7n~e ~oc::: 
laughing at us. took out of the wardrobe her long skirtll 
andltinned them round our waists. Out of her lace dra.wer, 

::d !:! ~::::O~tt~h~ rc!~t~jf~~ °t~::~ew:!:i 
satinll on the floor. A favourite costume W&8" eUver-grey 
moire-antique. When we had done we hung up the gowns, 

C;.~~ ::: !::~:1!~~: :a t:tl~:::lIih:::w~~~:t ;~ 
had lost or damaged any of the jewels. and, to our credit 
be it &aid. we never did. 

In the spring of 1849 it was decided to give the water-
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Oharlu DartDin to tAl Rev. J . 8 . B e'NIIQtD. 

Tn:I: LoDOIC, M"ALv:&RIf, May 64'\, Ih9. 

Your kind note haa been forwarded to me here. You 
will be aurprised. to heat that we a.ll-children, aervantiJ, and 
all-bave been here for neatly two montha. All last autumn 
aDd winter my bealth grew WOrl& and wone: inoessa.nt 
IIIoknees, tremuloua banda, and swimming head. I thought 
that I waa going the way of a.lJ. fleeh. Having heard of 
mach IUOOEI8II in BOrne oases from the cold-water cure, I 
determined to give up all attempts to do anything and 
come here and put myae1f under Dr Gully. It haa all8wered 
too • cooaiderable extent: my aickneaa much checked and 
coaaidenble atrength gained. Dr Q., moreover (and I hear 
be rarely apea.b confidently), tells me be baa little doubt 
but tbat be can cure me in the course of time-time, how­
evw, it will take. I have experienoed enough to feel sure 
tibat tbe cold-water oure is a great and powerful agent and 
apeetter of a.lJ. oonetitntional habit8. Talking of babita, the 
erueI wretch haa made me lea.ve off snuff-that chief aola.ce 
of life. We ahall stay here till at least June lat, 
pM'hape till July lat; and I ahall have to go on with the 
aqueous tre&tmont at home for IIOvoral more months. One 
IDOIt .mguIar effect of the treatment is that it induces in 
molt people, and eminently in my case, the most complete 
..... tion of mind. I have ceased to think even of bar­-, 

The water--cure did his health grMt good for a time. 
FUlny Allen aayson the 20th August that he looked 80 differ. 
_t from what he did before, that" one may call him cured." 
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Madame Simtondi to lur niece Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

SU:UW8BOB.T, A."w 28 (UUg]. 

I did enjoy BUrpll.S8ingly tbe greatest part of my N. Wales 
tour. Indeed I might say all. I 80metimes felt as· one 
intO'xica.ted. I do not believe there is a.nybody in the world 
tbat oa.n 80 completely turn the key on all that is in the heart 
as I can. I do not respect myself the more for it perbaps, 
but how gra.tefully do I accept the disposition. Emma 
[Allen] enjoyed her visit here thorougbly and that is a great 
ple&8llre to me. She has not feared to ma.ke a stay that 
alarmed me, and tbat I am very glad cornea to an end to­
morrow for the Darwins' sake, for nothing can be more 
luxuriously housed than we are, and the place is so pretty, 
80 exquisitely comfortable, that for creature comforts we 
could nowhere be so well. But I am ashamed to say of 
people young enough to be my children, I am in &oggezione 
of all the Darwins, men and women. What oan be the 
reason 1 for never W8.B there such kind, such tender attention 
not even in our own nieoee, particularly in the dear Susan 
whom I love. But she too imPO&e8 on me. 

Fanny .dllM/, to her niece Elimbeth Wedgwood. 

42, CIu:STEll. Tli:lUUCl:, Wed~ (29 .Aug., 1849). 

My DEAR. ELIZABETH, 

I was 80 much sbooked that Mrs Ricb was engaged 
to huy me a shawl from you, after all you have spent for 
me, that I begged that she would not go on with ber pur· 
chase, but she said her commands were positive. So that 
the propeY thing for me to do now, is to thank. you more 
warmly and tenderly than any words I have at hAnd caD 
convey, for your ever watchful kindness and your un­
bounded generosity. I should however have preferred 
seeing a very beautiful shawl, which Mrs Rich (Wh08e taste 
in this article is particula.rly good) has chosen. on your dear 
shoulders rather than on my own. It is a. very elegant 

_____ --"'- C..,molel~ 
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white one, with a rich and harmonious coloured border, no 
0D8 oolour predominating. I hope it will not he long before 
faa yourself will see a.nd admire it. I wish you were half 
.. generous to yourself as you a.re to others. but I. with this 
wiIh in my teeth. would not change a bit in your sweet 
obaracter. and I thank heaven you are with us. to teach the 
yowag &8 well &8 WI old ones all that is actively kind and 
poerous. 

Adieu, my mOllt dear and tender Elizabeth, I will Dot 
auamntee that your shawl will not coat me a few tears when 
I put it on. They will be th066 of love and tenderness . 

.JltJdome Sismondi to her "ieee EliuibeJ,h Wedgwood. 

NOfJ.20(18'9]. 

You were right, dear E., I was too severe OD New­
man,i 1 WlUJ, what I ca.lled hiro. presumptuous. There a.re 
many striking. wise and good things in the first part of his 
book. so that the Ia.tter part falla on you with the shock of 
• IIhower-bath, and disp086S one to think and say ha.rd 
thinp. We have none of us to choose our religion. 
It oomes to us by the atmosphere in which we live, we 
modify it afterwards according to our different minda, and 
maay by our hearts only, all myself, for my mind would 
help me little, I am afraid. The Trinity which puzzles 
tbiDken! doee not me. because I feel in myself three distinct 
parte. mind, body, hurt (or the affections properly speaking 
I Rppo!!!e). I imagine these in immeasura.bly greater per­
fection in the Deity. Why may not He separate or unite 
them. at will 1 Why may not Love pure and universal 
have incarnated itself for our redemption 1 I see no im­
poeeibility to God. Neitber do I think He requires us to 
1Ub out Hill nature clearly to our understandings. indeed 
ChriI!t baa told us we cannot. and I am content to wait . 

• ~~~ T~~:; !,:,w~:bliA~!frn-II~~'!J.' ~~th:6:: ;~::~ 
~.: t!:t ~~w~:,r:1 :li;o~gion whioh would include all 
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But lhia 1 feel. tUt upiation iI .... nt. to me. Pardon is 
not. sufticieDt. aDd. without. npiation I cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of H_ven. The Kingdom of H_ven ill • 
atate, Dot .. p1aoe-tbe peace of God in one'. own beart. 
Expiation .... DeOeIIoity to my own heart, and noS to God.. 
There are u.o.e who hue neTer wilfully .uu.ed. they Clan· 
not thereio", feel th • .-.nt. Chriat baa aaid, He .... not 
lent to the Whole. but to t.he Sick. Therefore it ia not 
tzue thal He ooaaiden aU linnen. . .' I find in the Bible 
all [my bean] wanlA, without belieTiDa t.h&t nery word is 
inlpired. Hiltory ill Dot hwpiration. for eumple. What 
puulei me too much, or appea.n cont.ndictory. I lay to the 
fault. of the maD,. hande Uu-ouah .. biDh it nMlbel me, and 
.till oJup it to my beart .... di'f'ine book, howeqr it mlloY 
hne been peeveried by the pervene . . .. 

Leoo&rd DanriD, my motbv'a fourth lOb, ..... born on 
January 16th. 18l1(). 

Jladanu8~Nd'fQMr,..ltugl~ W~"'Dow". 

J_-rH.luo. 

. . 1 have not begun t.hiI .wfu1 date, .. half century is 
awful, very merrily. The "* of two friend. and contem­
porariel before the year ia out of bud • .trik. the clock 
IIOIDOWbat IOlemnly. For mytelf I 'Iri&b I may ~ a .. ay 
.. gently. AI pain1eIIly .. Mn WadcliDgton. I encl086 
you lire Buneen'.lett.er. Such .. dMth iii worth knowing, 
and ber .ay of telling it p .... me esceediDgly; it ia .trong 
feeling oo.ocieeJy and teDderly up""'. .Mn Hughes's 
det.th·.troke could hardly be called .. BOrrow, but t.he 
pa.ing ....... y of .uah .. Jove .. hen ja nry mournful. I can 
DeY. win .ueb aaotber. faDey or ~ ... it ...... , it 
100i00i her poor life. aDd I ...... 1I>at. DO' her .... .,.. 
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'a,.",y .AUt" to .\er "ieee Elizabdh W~ood. 

81'. H£a'r" , Jlans/& 131.\ {18MJ. 

p.m"P' you hve now that. moet agreeable of all couples 
a-aJeigh and Fanny, eo this weather m&y not be wasted. 
1 tad that I bave more of it tha.n I oa.n enjoy myself, uni.e&8 
J bad two paite of legs. I have boon reading and enjoying 
8JdDeY Smitb's Moral Phi~ophy, which Mrs Smith sent 
.. thie winter, and I find it ade1igbtlul book. Tbesy8tem, 
1 care nothing about, that is to say whether it aquare& with 
tile pneraUy received opinion on tbeee mattera, but the 
hook it euctiy what I am glad it ia-Sydney Smith'8 oon­
..... iiooal opinions on theee 8ubjoote, and they Ill'6 exactly 
IWueIf in thoee days when he gave theee lectu.ret5. HiI 
tboaabte are thrown out almost ca.relesely, funny, gay. 
~, and witty. and ao exactly himself that his voice and 
IDItIlDer 80 along with me &8 I read. . .. 

J_ie Siamondi was now 73, Emma Allen 70, and }~ann>, 
...,ly 69. The following letter to Elizabeth Wedgwood J8 :=: ~v~~n~: f~:w;~tali1rte:~~O?~ :£~~: 
of 81r Robert Peel and the 1088 to the oatio~essie Sismondi == ~~ul!t o~~50JI~w ';~u~~ln;~~u~~ 
beli8.e I ~ity Sir R. more, such 18 my value of life. I 
... very glad Emma bas been enjoying hers 80 much 
ner IiDce abe left U8. She says she had more of wbat the 
world call8 plea8ure in the 1a.st week of her stay in town 
tIaan in her whole life before, and it W&8 not lost on her; 
... baa enjoyed like a four year old. I believe no lives bad 
...... of the world's pleasuree than we bad, which baa 
.... pe beeD ODe of the oa.U&el!l of our youthy age. PaD 
• lODe on the water UHiay with tbe DaehwoociB, they 

~ ·l:U:'tb~~O:J:~~htn:t~rF!~~ ~f~o;~e:d 
~ the Dae~woociB tbe better for their good taabe in 

~ lO.pite' ~f her youthful feelinga Jearie had &bown 
.,.pt.olnl of the heart d~8e which had oa.rried off 10 
...., of her family, She wrote & few weeks later: "Truly 
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i?e~~y Ilh:o: ::r: u~~o ~~Hn~~ :::!rfui ~~~ 
WOlll&ll. One cannot keep entirely from th08e ODe lives 

i~t~al.:t t~~:.ne i~e~ :~wu:::g:~~t ~o~~~~ 
~~t~~he ~:ft;~~ ~':h~~0:'8C~~~P;,:.e:e ~'t!~! 
from them an atom of what they may reasonably feel now 

:j~ ~D;:run:!r:f t~::ir e~~!rty ol~:: ~~i~ r~~il~: I 
may say an hourly, enjoyment when the sun Rhinee-for 
there never WM a. more cheerful spot." 

In every letter during the 8ummer and autumn of 1850 
thero was mention of Eliz&beth'8 gifts for the house in Hey­
wood. lAne into which the AlleM were moving. After an out-

~:o~f &~~t~~~t~~e hSa~o::;:~ ~!or:VeQ~i:i~ 
Aince I have written to you, cbaise, 8.116 and harnell6 for £9. 

~;~o~J,°U:e ~r:;J~ ~ ~~pa~Ji~"so h;:8;': a~~: 
ing tbe purcball6 for UI, you would h.ve doated. on him. 
I really believe he W8.8 backward8 and forwards between 

~~UM= ~~~U li~~e ~Z::~' ~ntt, 'hte~a: g~:w~:t~~:yo~! 
~':! k~rr~t~~ro I~a:.~o~~b~eis ~~~~ t~~~~ 
face unmoved." 

F(Jnny AUm to lur nieu ElizabetA W tdgwood. 

C&UlISu:r, JiCll"clSQ (18 ti1~ 

. . . I debated. with myself kHiay after my dinner 
whether I would go over to 800 Jamee [Allen of Freestone] 
and biB wife, or walk down to the wood and enjoy the 
utter solitude of the plaoe, and I choee the last a.nd realized 
my age, which ie a very UAefulleuon now in the gloaming. 
The wood.s are in nice order, and aU the wal..ks and garden 
very neat. SeymOUl' and hie wife are improving the pla.ce 
very much. and making the village, which W&8 truly lrish. 
mare tidy and respectable. I feel somewhat like St Leon. 
wa.ndering about, a .tranger in familiar haunt.. What & 

curioul atate we have been in politically lately!' Patty 
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[Smith] gives a. good deal of politica.l chat, from her e.istersl 
in town this moming-" Dizzy," as he is called, e.eems to 
be the butt of hie. aristocratic friends. Lord Stanley sa.ys, 
"I can't feel I ha.vo wasted this week. 1 have made Dizzy 
out his hair." The old Duke says, "At all events. we have 
put a Jew's harp out of tune." I hope tbis ha.s not boon 
told you before, for it is not worth a repetition. It is said 
the Queen gave such 8. look et Dizzy, that some one who 
obeerved it, said it would make him a. republican for the 
remainder of his life. 

Miss Martineau's publicationll in partnership with Mr 
Atkinson has shooked all her friends. I saw in a letter 
of Juli& Smith's to her sister that she had not read it, 
though it was in the house. Some people said that a.ll that 
W88 clever in it was the man's and not the woman's. r can­
Dot understand the motive tha.t guided these two criminals 
in the publishing their miserable theory. I am just 
!nilhing Neander's Life of Christ, and I believe I bve 
derived good from it. I did not cle&rly understand his 
reuoning on mir&clea, but this part did not stand in my 
way, and I pa.ssed on, but every now and then I felt 80 note 
lItnJok which seemed to waken a spiritual sense within me. 
Oh what a crime it is to attempt to stifle such in others ! 
It is reported tha.t Miss Harriet Martineau lectured to the 
poor mountain peasants with closed doors. It might have 
been Political Economy, but from this pUblication I sup­
pose it is thought that tbe subject was her desolating theory. 
Adieu, it is 10 o'clock: and the house begins to feel awfully 
atill, my love to you all. 

~:~r lliaters were Mn Nightingale, Mn Bonham-Carter and Julia 

• "Ute-r, on tTt.6 Law. of Man', Socia! Natur~ and DooekJpmm!" 
werepublillhed in Jan., 1851. Thaywerechiefly written by Atkinson, 
.ad were I!6verely 'reviewed by Ja.mea Martineau, who exp1'68I!6d bi8 
pain at Il.nding his aiatar, Milia Martineau, the diaciple of an a.vowed ........ 

roL. n. 
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Fa"", Alln 10 Aer "i«:e Bl~ Wedp004. 

CI, CUHu Tua&ca, Jt'.u IlIA [1861]. 

My DUll ELIU.»S'I'B. 
I am .afeIy hoUled. bere you 1188. I found Fanny 

laid up with .. nlapae of the iDtUenA. Henaleigh ill well, 
and hu that kind limple tnaIlDet' that makea one love him 
indepeadent of hill other nceUencee. 

The party at the B1lIl8elYI 1ut night .. u nry full, ttnd 
perbapo it might be caUed brilliant. The Chevaiior ill ex­
.....n.,1y oIdeued. and be bae loot maob 0/ hie piety. 
I Ianay it ill politico th.t """ grieved and ooddeoocI bim. 
Tbele '\IFere DO vf1r1 notable pereou there, .. pMt number 
of ~ ugly old WOmeD, ugly &om beiDa Mer-. 

~ .Dd over--W. There were MVera! very pretty 
:young gir1e, bot they did not conquer the mua of ugUnesa 
.bout tbem. I rejoioe that the debate ia a.t lengtb over, 
and I heartily wish we could throw the Cardinal and .11 
hill c.tboHco on the Irioh oout and pen him III t ...... 
What an d JWOP(M history Ie that of Kill Talbot', 11 and 
bow it ahmn up the lying propmWiy of the C.thoUce. 
perbapo • Htt'" owing to tbe go ... l ooil 0/ Irioh _ ."d 
blood. )In Seymour Allen apeDt .. day with 118 lut week 
and Kitty too. The baby ia ptting aboot, and lin Allen 
thi..ab Jonee hal carried her in!abt through .. daDptOU8 

dMorder, and it would be W'IOD8." weD .. dilJieu1t, to .... 6 

Uaeir faith in tbe family doctor. How many people arc 
killed by their petdooton! ootthatJODIIIilooeat.CneeeUy. 
but he 1riUs. 

I'a ... , AU,.,. 10 Mr Nkr JladatM Bu..o.d', 

[41, CRuna T-"Ac.] ....... 11 [lUI} . 

. . . Ch.d.,. Darwin dined here ~y. He !au been 
in town siooe Friday on hill return hom .IbInnI, wbere 

.:u:~~!.~~r....,::. ~t~'~~~-;o:=1==1 ......... 
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he has been placing Annie. He is looking uncommonly 
weD and stout, and certainly the water cure seems to ha.ve 
been effectual in his case. There is something uncom­
mooly fresh a.nd plea.sant in him, I do not know which of 
the two brothers is the most a.greea.ble. Yesterda.y was a 
public da.y here-an impromptu one. John [Allen] dropped 
in first, then the two Da.rwins, a.nd Mr Ca.rlyle, who was 
very pleasa.nt. . •• Ruskin's BConea 0/ Venice is pra.ised 
in • degree. Ca.rlyle a.mused me yesterday by his swnming 
up the moral of the book- that you must be a " good and 
true man" to build a. common dwelling-house. 
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CRAPl'ER X 

'86' 
lllnelll and death of AnDie .t Malvern. 

IN the summer of 1860. when my sister Annie was nine years 
old, her health began to break down. We went to Rams­
gate in October on her account, but with no SUC00S8. On 
the 24th Maroh, 1851, my father took Annie. with me for 
her companion, under the oharge of our old nurse Brodie, 
to Malvern. to try the effect of the water cure, and in 
a few dap' time we were joined by our governeee, Miss 
Thode!_ My mother could not come with us &8 she wa.s 

eI~~~!~~ :;~~:: !:~ fell ill of & fever, and died 
on the 23rd April. My father wa.s summoned to Malvern, 
a.nd M'rived on the 17th April I well remember his arriv&1 
and how he 8ung himself on tbe sofa in an agony of grief. 

Fanny Allen to her niece Elizobelh, Wedgwood, at Jersey. 

nBAlL EuzAB"ETH, DOWN, Good F~ (18 April, 186IJ. 

The aooQunUi from Ma1vern are not 80 favourable 
t<Hlay as I had hoped. I believe Emma had more fears 
than I, after Miss Thorley's letter this morning. You will 
have the pa.rt.iculara of th6lle two letters from Fanny Hens­
leigh, who is to forw31'd them to you. I write to-day by 
Em.ma's wish to a.sk you to como w her by the first good 
ete&mer. As lam beresbe iii' in no exceElSivehurry. Charles 
is gone to MalVern, and Dr Gully's opinion la&t night was 
" that in some respects Annie was better a.nd in some worse, 
but there is yet a chance." Poor Emma. i.e very low, but 
her health is not injured. She is 80 &fra.id that trua &n.riety 
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.. , iojure Charlee', beaJth. which ill alway.s aflected by hia 

.md. that. she baa deei.ted Fanny Henaleigh to go down to 
JIIIlftm. She depends also on her eye for illn.e8s. Pr&y 
S-qn their child may be preaorved to them I I WaH full 
., bope till I 880W Charles'. poatacript. Adieu. I came 
.... yeeterday. Emma looks well &II to health. She iI of 
eoane very much ovoroome at timet. hut she baa no fear 
... her &nXiety .hould bring on her confinement. The 
pGIi is going, 110 God bleas you. 

Affectionately YOUIS, 
F. ALL.N. 

Chorlu Danoin to Emma Darwin. 

[M.uV'Ull) Tb,..u, 17tA [April]. 

. . . Dr. Gully is moet coo.6dent thero ill strong hope .•. 
My own do&reet. support youraelf~n no account, for the 
.a of our othor ebildreo. I implore VO" do not think: of 
coming here. 

MALVUN. UUA.April [1861] . 

. . . Sometimes Dr G. exclaima she wiU get through the 
1inIggle, then, 1 see, he doubt.ll. Oh my own, it it very 
hi'*« indeed. God. preserve e.od oberi8b you. We must 
hope aga.inst hope, my own poor d6&I' unhappy wife. 

C. D. 

lliLVEJlB, SalMrda, II /J'~i {19C1.April, 18tH]. 

Illy own dear, You will bavereooived before tbis tho e1eotric 
...... ph mes&&ge which I despAtched. at 9 this morning; 
aad it. will have muoh comforted you. You would 
Dot. in the le&8t rooognize her with her poor hard _harp 
pinched features; I could only bea.r to look at her by Cor-
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getting our fonner dear Annie. There is nothing in common 
between the two. Fa.nny Hena1o.igh is here. most kind of 
course: she does not think ba.dly of her looks. How truly 
kind of ber coming. Poor Annie he.s just said" Pa.pa " quite 
distinctly. Etty is gone (Etty never dreamed of danger to 
Annie) with Hannah to London by the Cheltenha.m cOMb. 
I cannot express how it. felt to ha.ve hopes last night at 
ll~ 30' wbon Dr Gully ca.me, sa.w her asleep, and said "ahe 
ia turning the corneT." 1 then d&red picture to myself my 
own former Annie with her dear affectiona.te radiant boo. 
Let us hope and be patient over tb.is dreadful illness. 

8atu~,2o'clo<lk. 

We expect Dr Gully every minute, but be is fe&rfully 
overworked with 88 patients. Annie has kept just in the 
8IIome tranquil, too tranquil state: she takes gruel every hour. 
She begins to drink a little more this afternoon, and I think 
that is good. 3 o'clock. The Dr h&8 been, he says she 
makes no progress. but no bad symptoms have appeared: 
but I am di8lloppointed. 

'o'clock. She baa t.ken two spoonfuls of tes.. and no 
sickness, thank God. 1 find F&nny an infinite cornlort. 

D o'clock. Just the 8&Dle. I will write before late post 
if Dr G. oomes. 

My dearest, 
c. D. 

Emma DaMn kl Oharlu Darwin. 

[DOWN]. 8Gttml4y. 19(1 .April [1861] 

... The [telegraphic) messa.gel is just arrived. Wh&t 
happiness! How I do thank God! but 1 will not be too 
hopeful. 1 was in the garden looking at my poor darling's 
little garden to find a flower of hers when Griffiths drove up. 

I The telegram had been lent by 1D6IIe6Dger from LondoD. 
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CharitA Darwin to Emma Darwin. 

Mtmday [M.u.VIilRN, 2111 April, 1851J . 

. . When the Dr came at 11.30 be pronounced her de­
oiIively better. I was in wonderful spirits, but I have 
been a good deal damped (8 a.m.) by the Dr finding the 
palee tremulous. I tell you this, for it will prevent the too 
Ikong and ultimately wretched a.lternations of spirits. An 
hour ago I was foolish with delight, and pictured her to 
1Il)'B6lf making custards (whirling round) as I think she 
oaUed them. r told her I thought she would be better, a.nd 
.he 80 meekly said "Thank you." Her gentleness is inex­
p-eeaibly touching. Fanny is devoting herself too much, 
adly, but I cannot atop her. We are under deep obliga­
$1011.8 to }~a.nny never to be forgotten. Poor Annie-ahe 
ubd for an ora.nge this morning, the first time she haa 
aaked for anything except water. Our poor child h8t8 boon 
fearfully ill, as ill as a human being could be: it was dreadful 
that night the Dr told me it would probably bo a.ll over 
before morning. . 
. My own dear, how it did make me cry to read of your 

ping to Annie's garden for a flower. I wish you could 800 
her now, the perfection of gentleness, patience and grati­
ktde, tha.nkful till it is truly painful to hear her, poor dear 
UttlelOul. 

MtmMg, 7.80 Uf. 

Fanny gave her a spoonful of tea a little while a.go and 
alked her whether it was good, and she cried out quite 
MlIllbly, "It is beautifully good." She asked, 60 says 
Brodie, " Where is poor Etty 1" The Doctor has boon here, 
everything going on &8 favourable as possible. She haa 
II&pt more tranquilly almost aU afternoon, perhaps too 
tranquilly. 
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Emmo Dorwi,. to CluJrlu Darwi.,... 

[DOWJi) .J(~ 211C (April. 1861]. 

Your t.wo lett.en jll8i come. I am confused now and 
ha.rdly know what. my impreeeion is, bul.l ha.ve oonei.der&ble 
bopee. .. Except. lot poet.-time my wfJorings are nothing 
to YOW'8. 

Cltarlu Donoi", 10 Errtm4 DoM •. 

(IIu. ...... ] "'.........,. !W A,nI {1161}. 

Mv DLUl Du.JfJ8T E ... . 
I pray God Fanny'. note may have prepared you. 

She went to her finallleep m08t tranquilly. moet. .woolly 
at 12 o'clook t.o-da.y. Our poor dee.r dear child baa had a 
very.hori life, but I truat happy, and God. only kilo .. what 
mieeriee might have been in etol'e for hel'. She expired 
without .. algh. Bow deeolate it makee one to think of her 
£rank, cordial DWlIlen. I am eo thankful !or tbeda&uerreo­
t.ype. I cannot remember ever aeeing the dear child 
naughty. God bleu her. We mult. be more aDd more to 
each other. my dear wile. Do what you can to be&r up, 
aDd think how invariably kind aDd tender you have been 
to her. I am in bed, DOt. very weU. When I .hall return 
1 cannot yet .. y. My own poor de&l' dear wife. 

C. n.uWllf. 

Emmo DaM" to CTtorlu DelnuiA. 

M.v DauUT, DoWlf, r....., (If.ApriI. lUI)' 

I knew too .ell what reoeiviq no meeeap y.ter­
day dleIoPIJ. Till 4 o'clock I IIOmetimM had .. thought. of 
hope, but when I went. to bed 1 felt. 1M if it bad. all happened 
10ng AF. Don't think it tlIade any diJrereoce my being 
80 hopeful the luI. day. When t.he blow comet it. wipet 
out. aU that prooeded it, &nd r don't think it makee it any 
wone to bear. 1 hope you ba,',e not burnt your let~. r 
.1Wl like to flOe it sometime. My feeling of longing .Iter 
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oar 10et treasure mllk08 me fool pa.in£ully indifferent to the 
o&ber chi.ldren, but I shall get right in my feelings to them 
wore long. You mllet remember that you are my prime 
ueuure (and alwa.ys havo boon). My only hope of oon­
lOJa1;ion is to have you safe home and weep together. I 
Ieel 80 full of fears about you. They are not re&ilOnab1e 
.... : but my power of hoping 800ms gone. I hope you 
will let dearest }~anny or Catherine, if she comes, stay with 
JOn till the end. I ca.n't bear to think of you by yourself. 
No doubt you will ha.ve sent Miss Thorley borne to recover 
her cbeerfulne88. I will write to her in a few days to fix her 
time of returning. 

Yout letter is just come, &nd I fool less misera.ble a good 
deal in tho hope of seeing you sooner than I expected, hut 
do not be in a hurry to set off. I am perfectly well. You 
do give me the only comfort I can take, in thinking of her 
Pppy. innooent life. She ne?er concealed a thought, and 
., MJectionate and forgiving. What a blank it is. Don't 
think of coming in one day. We shall be muoh lees misernble 
topth6I'. 

Yours, my dearest. 

Poor Willy sends his love; he tak68 it quietly and sweetly. 

In h6l' diary on the 2300 April she wrote " 12 o'clock," 
wbioh wa.e the hour of Annie's death. 

n may almost be said that my mother nev6l' rooUy re-
00Yeted from this grief. She very rarely spoke of Annie, 
lKn"beo she did the sense of 10s8 was always there unhealed . 
.,. father- could not bear to reopen hie sorrow, and he never, 
to my knowledge, spoke of her. The following was written 
~ him 8. week after her death: .. I write these few pages, as 
I &bink: in after-years, if we live, the impressions now put 
ao.m will recall more vividly ber chief characteristics. From 
WIaa&ever point I look back at her, the main feature in her 
~tion which at once rises before me is her buoyant 

~~~e~:!"e~ctr !~tot=l;hh::::~!i~~~i~~~ 
.., • .t.ra.nger, and her strong affection. Her joyousness and 
tIdmaI spirits radiated from her whole countenance, and 
IIIIdered every movement e1aatic and full of life and vigour. 
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11; was delightful and cheerful to behold flor. Her dear f~ 
now rises before me, &.8 she used sometimes to come running 
downstairs with & stolen pinch of snuff for me, her whole 
form radiant with the pleasure of giving p1ea.sure. Evon 

w=l:tnfo~::::n~:m:a~~::~~~j~l~~;n:a, ~~~ 
~ple&6Ure (for I thank God I hardly ever cast one on hor), 
but of want of 8ympathy, would for IIOme minutes alter her 
whole countenance. 

"The other point in her character, which made her 

irl:'u~~ ~~ ~f~!:~~ :::=~~~:dJ~:a:~~ ,~~~ 
quite & bOoby, this showed itself in never being easy without 
touohing her mother, wben in bed with her; a.nd quite 
lately she would, when poorly, fondle for any length of timo 
one of her mother's &Tms. When very unwell, her motber 
lying down beside ber seemed to 800the her in & ma.nner 
quite different from wh&t it would b&ve done to any of our 
other children. So, again, she would at almo8t any time ' 

:Le!u~i:,n~hbo:u~uf?:~:gs:~:~, ·~:~/t~e:; 
darling, my collar or cuffa--in short, in fondling me . 

.. Besides ber joyousness thus tempered, she W88 in her 
manners remarkably cordial, fnmk, open, stra.ightforward.. 
natural, and without a.ny shade of tefIOne. Her whow 
mind was pure and transparent. One felt one knew her 
thoroughly and could trust her. I alwa.ys thought, t hat 
come what might, we should have bad, in our old age, at 
least one loving soul, which nothing could have changed. 
AU her movements were vigorou8, active, and usually 

~::~~h IW:aikJo:~. r;~~hethof:'~a~ ;~t:ef::::: 
pirouetting in the most elegant way, her dea.r face bright 
all the timo with the sweetest smiles. Ocoa.s.ionally she 

~hlehri~t!ha.~~~~tis~h:=ru~:=gg~:~t!!iel==!. 
~~ ~=l~ ~Tn~~:! ~:~~u:~!sw~;~~eh~,S:~ 
excla.mation of' Oh, papa, what a shame of you \' In the 
la.st short illness, her conduct in simple truth W88 angelic. 
She never once complained; never beca.me fretful; was ever 
considerate of others. a.nd WM thankful in the most gentle 
pathetio maDDer for eVih!hing done for her. When 80 

:bf;:;:t:! !:tJ~:n h:~ andr~d =~'t!:is~=u~~:Jy 
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pod.' When I ga.ve her some water, she Mid, 'I quite 
ibank you'; and theae, I believe, were the last precious 
,..,cds ever addressed. by her dear lips to mo . 

.. We ba.ve lost the joy of the household, &Ild the 8Ol&oe 
01 OW' old age. She must ha.ve known how we loved her. 
Ob, tbat she could now know how deeply. how tenderly, we 
do atill 6Dd sha.ll ever love her dear joyous f&Ce! Blessings 
GO her I" 

·'April30. 18f;I." 

In hie AtII.obiogmphy begun in 1876 he wrote: " Tears still 
.ometimes come into my eyos when I think of hor sweet 

war~·"tombstone in tbe old Abbey ohurch-yard a.t Malvern 
beKa tbe following inscription: 

I.H.S. 

ANNE ELIZABETH DARWIN 

BoaN .r.Ute_ 2, 1841 

DUD AnlL 28, 1&1 

A dear rond good child. 

After my mother's death a. little packet of memorials 

::./;~:UdiV~aah:uc~d~art~~t-::~~edpi~ !few~l~:~ 
• ohild's desk, a. little pa.per of texts in a. child's hand, and 
t.WO orn&nlental pocket-boob. 

~eor:ief=k::n?b; :; f:b~:ntomlIr~~~~~~~~~; 
P'fWDe88'8 mother: 

Charlu Darwin 10 Mrs Thorley. 

DUB MRS THORLEY, DOWli • .April 26 [18lH]. 

I mU8t beg p6rmission to express to you our deep 
obliptio~ to your daughter and our m08t eMnest hope that 
... health may not be injured by her exertion8. 

I hope it will not appear preeumptuou8 in me to 8ay 
thai ber conduct 8truck me &8 through~ut quite admirable. 
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I never saw her onoo yield to her foolings &8 long a.e seU· 
restraint a.nd exertion were of any use; her iudgment and 
good sense never ftilled: her ki.ndnesB, her devotion to our 
poor ohild could hardly have been exceeded by that of a 
mother. 

Suoh conduct will, I trust, hereafter be in some degree 
rewarded by tbe sntisfaction your daugbter must ever feel 
when she looks back at her exertions to save a.nd comfort 
our poor deal' dying ohild .... 

Horace Da.rwin was born on 18th May. Fanny Allen 
wrote to Elizabeth, who waa a.t Down (May 19th, IS51) : 
"We 6ro disappointed a.t your a.ccount of dear Emma.. I 
looked forward with 80 much hope t;Q this time for the hoa.l­
ing influence to her sorrow. However, we must have patience 
andwa.it." 



1II1-1U1] 

CHAPTER Xl 

1861-1863 

The Great Ellbibitiou of IB61-J.-1e Siamonw on Mauini and the 
OoIlP d'tt&t--Goorge Dr.nrin- ErMmaa D.",in-l'anDJ Allen 
.,. to lli.leI-Baint "ith Eliubeth-J_e SitmoDdi'. death 
OD Karch 3rd, 1m-The dMb'uction of Silmondi'. and Jellie'. -To Great. Exhibition of 1861 , the first. of ite kind. wae a 

IIlOI'e important event than thiB generation, who a.re used 
to u.hibitiona and world·fairs every year or 80, can imagine. 

=K'~ D~I'~y~~i~ !~:::i~:::ea::a~: ~r~~ 
-UOned t.he Queen having writ.ten to 8Omoone that the 
8n& day of the Exhibition was • me of the happiest daY' 
01 bet 'ff!llY happy life t' .. 

FaAAY ..tlkn w Mr A~ ElizabdA Wtdgwood. 

GauN &1'. (M..u Bnx'&'! SIUTH't) 8Qtvrdoy 
[Moy 10C1, 1861}. 

. The day I came here, Fanny, Bensleigb, and Era8mu8 
Danrin took me to tbe Or&nd Exhibition in Hyde Park, 
IIId it certainly u the most beautiful thing I ever I&W. 

We 'nre two houn there and yet I did not lee the 10,OOOth 
J'I'Ii of what i8 to be Been, not even the grand a.venue en· 
tirely. The great diamond wae the only thing tbat I .bould 
.1 wae a. .. failure," as old Wiilhaw would bave said . J 
apect.ed to see. diamond 10 time8 the size ... 

lin Sydney Smith is afloctionate and kind a8 it is poesiblo 
10 be. She giVefJ me aJl her husband's paper8 and COrr&­
IJIOOdence to look over and road, and giVOB me the drawing· 
I'Oom. to r06d, write, and to recoivo my company, if I thould 
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have any; aDd a&; 2 or half-pa.a& we t&b our dancer drive, 
and we l'Md aod work in t.be neoma. We han IBeI1 no 
one, aad it. is well it ... 10, for I have been too deaf and 
anoomfottable for anything bot the quiet life we haTe been 
l.diDg-li.mg in .he put ODd ba.mg nothing to do wi.h 
the preIEII1t. Sydney', OOU'eIpondeDoe with Lady Holland 
ill very amllBing. 80 full of fun and. ga.i~Y. telling her 
t.rutha. and. in eo playful .. way that oould not offend. 
There are two or three quarre1e in which SydDey ma.in­
t&inI bia dignity and. mewe her thai he will not BUllor 
impen.i.DeDee. Then is .. veJ'Y curioue IOeIle between 
ld. Jlelboume and. SydneY. in which the former cuta 
.. poor 6gure after .. ma.t out,npou outbMtk aod breach 
of aood m..armen, in whicb Ld. M ... ,. to him in .. crowded 
u.embly ... Sydney, you always t&lk ~ ~, and 
when you write you are woree." Sydney'a le&ter on the 
following morning ia exooUent and vecy aevere, which 
maw Lord Jrl. wince. He tried to mate it up afWwa.rds 
but in vain. And then hie con.pondmoe with Charles 
Jamee of London [Bilhop BlomfWd] is very curioue. telling 
him boldly what. hi. opiniODl are, and what. be bean and. 
Imo ... of the IlIlpopularity of the Biahope from their in­
IO&eooe aod. tyn.amy to tbe 10 .... cIeru. The Bishop eute 
.. wone figure in hiI ~ thaD eqa, Lord Mel­
bourne doee in hie .••• 
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'fIotbDai of u",,':, and 80 it would be with the&e children 
aoepi for the sweet cakes and ieee, whioh I believe would 
~ them better if they had them in the gardens here close .. _.n 

The following letter is written during a visit of the Hen­
oJoIcb Wedgwoods to Tenby. 

J(adam4 Sumondi 10 Jur nieoe Elizabdh W tdguood. 

A.,.m""'{18IH] . 

• . • I drank tea. with the Hen8lmgha on Saturday. and 
,..., iI eo charming I should have had. a. deligbUulevening, 
III bad not set fire to myself in t&lkiug (I am glad I am de&f 
.. I should ha.ve that horrible remorse oftener). Under­
Math that refreehing quiet, tba.t delicioue eaJ.m, F&n.ny has 
.laft of living fire that has made her give battle to all the 
pernmenta in Europo undor tho ba.nnor of Maz:c.ini. 
&be is of rua Committee in London! How could Hensleigh 
permit it 1 It is BO oontr&ry to the modesty of her nature 
to AMOCiate her namo with 8uch notoriety that I am BUl'6 
... will suO'er. She baa a n&me, and whatever she dOO8, 
wiD be no IIOOret. . That presumptuous fool (I wish he 
... one, he would bve done 1e118 b&rm.) will boast. he 
..... the daughter of Sir James Mackintosh, doubtl6118 the 
lWpI'eIM.t&tive of his opinion, the greatest of Statesmen, &1ld 
... wife of & Wedgwood, tho groat ropresentative of the 
.... ufacturing inte.reet, on h.i8 Committee." He knows 
.... to take advantage of evorything that helps on hill 
.. tbority. and thoee two namoe are very greAt on the 
OaadDent and will do 80. Maz.zini. for tb080 twenty YOO1"8 • 
... been living on what he has duped from the poor ltaJian 
..... whom he has sent without number to death and 
tupon. taking great care to keep hlmself safe; a.nd now 
..... they begin to understand him and their funds [ail, be 
"aim to gull the English. Lift your voice with mine, dear 
ltIiaboth, only do it ca.lmer. wiser. better, but a.bove all 
do not be betrayed into giving your money tho' but in half· 
eown., or even in pence .... 
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JI __ 8~ 10 1Mr M8Ct 8MmG DGM., 

J..,.,.11 [1862]. 

I write apia to aocuae myeelf of being .. duped fool to 
my lui hope for France,' and to .... your pity, I should 
feel humiliated for myaeU. if the feeling WU Dot l08t in 
.orrow. The Beut [Low. Napoleon] baa t.abn the wrong 
turn, tho' the right WM straight before him. and the only 
P'*ible 0IUt \hat oould lead to any glory for him. The 
fall of FraAoe teeDlI deoreed by Hea'ftlO, aDd we must 
.. bmU .. to .n inevitable t.hinge. Now I think everything 
may be poeai.bl&, eYeo an inYMion. Madame de 8tMl says 
the iporaooe in whioh they are kept iI mod painful. No 
foreign .. pen are allowed to enter, not even fA Jout"NGl dl, 
GtaH.... No paper i. publi&bed but hie own, Le Coutitu.­
tio1nd. .. Tbse it no govermneo.t whatever but what is 
00Il0BDirated. in hit own baod~ be ill .. &ing without 
ODe monJ. aent.imeni, DO one feels 1IIIC1U'e." 

lIy de&r Em.ma. how I do love you .beIl you talk of 
your ohildren I you D8ftI' epeak 80 prettily .. then. You 
are poetic wi~out knowin& it., which ia the prettieet poetry 
of aU. The drop of ..... OIl the oab~1e&f is delicious. 
Emma [Allen] cried 000 on Obe ........ ol CJeorsey, and 
bepD kIlliDI me infrtanoeI of m. pmmWag poi.. She 
&hooght him .. very rematDble child. She aye be bas 
.. laugh 80 hearty. 10 meny. abe would defy anyoae not 
laughing with him. Bleeaed mother of happy childnm you 
an. my Emma; I believe with the Tura there it no cloud 
without .. Ii.lver lining. Now that I etand at; the end of 
life, .. it were. ADd commonly called .. loog ODe ~. the 
whole appean to me 80 abort, fJO 8eeting ... if nothing WQ8 

worth thinking of but the Eternity in whicb wo recover all 
Otlt eutbly loVM. 

':'~~d'~::-:hWa~j~~~' ~::r~...!: 
moath Lou Napoleoa .. u re-elecW _ PMdeat for 10:raul by 
j~~or~Fr!~ later b:r aaotber pJebiacJte he became 
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OAarlu DaMn W A" 80n William"' Rugby. 

My DIUR OLD WILLY, 
DOWN, T1Ufdoy, UtA (Ptb. 1852J. 

I have not for a very long time been more plea.eed 
.... I W&8 th.ie morning at reoeiving your letter with the 
aotIik'" neWll at your having got 80 good. a place. We 
Me both rejoiced at it, and give you our hearty oongratula~ 
tIoaI. It is in every respect a very good thing, for you 
wiI.I be 6mongst an older set of boya. Your letter WM a 
WIllY good one, and told usll.ll that we likod. to bO&1': it was 
,..u expresaed. and. you must ba.ve taken tIOme pa.in& to write 
It. We are 80 very glad to hear that you &re happy and 
aomfortAble; long may you keep 80, my dear boy. What 
• nmeooOU8, awfu1, stunning, dreadful, torrlble, bothering 
-..p1~base you have run: 1 am a.stonishod. at your gotting 
ta the 6th. When next you write, explain how it came 
\hat you, a new boy, and Erny, an old boy, camo to run 
topther' What boye run, aU those in yOUl' bouse 1 or 
Ia yout l!~orm! You must write to Mr Wharton:1 you 
W better begin with " My dear Sir. " Tell him about your 
examination. End by laying .. I thank you and. Mrs Wba.r~ 
too for all the kindneee you have always done me. Believe 
_. YOOI'8 truly obHgod." 

Next Sunda.y when you write here, tell us who your master 
II. aDd what books you &re in. The more you ca.n write 
tIae better we ,ball be plea.sed. All the lller'Vanta enquire 
abela, you; and 80 they did at Aunt. Sarnh'.. . . We -.re 
.... nothing particular: one day isliko anothOl': I go my 
-.ina walk: and often think of you, and Georgy draWl 

...,. day ma.ny HOl'8O-guards, And Lenny il &8 fat &8 ever. 
~ my dear Willy; may you go Oil &8 well 8011 you ba.ve 
1Mtpn. All here send their best lovea to you. 

Your affectionate Father, C. DABwrN. 
I The JOhoolm .. ter at hill preparatory lObool. 

....... 10 
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MCNlame SWmQMI to her niece Emma DGnoin. 

WtdRNday [81j:IIIMm'. lU2] . 

. . . I can never tell you how much I enjoyed. my Lotte's 
visit. It made me as :merry as in my childhood, when I 
told stories only to make myself laugh. Her charity to me 
made her t&lk. a.nd you know her de1icioull laugh. Patty 
[Smith] says. " You never told me what a woman Mrs lAng­
ton ill! everybody Bpe&ks and knOWB what a.n agrooa.ble 
WOm&Il Mrs Hensleigh Wedgwood. ill, but Mrs Langton, 
what a manner! how clover! Oh. IIhe ill a most erlra­
ordin&ry person." Plea.se to Bend this on to Charlotte. 
She ought to know herself. none of my niooeB do. I always 
tell them what I hear of them, because they are grossly 
ignorant of the1D8Olves .. 

I think your little George must be the nicest little 
fellow that lives. If he will always find work for himself 
he willsure1y find happinc88, if it is but worsted. work. 

My brothOl', aIterwa.rds Sir George Darwin, Fellow of 
Trinity College and Plumia.n Professor of Astronomy at 
Cambridge, who died in December, 1912, inherited. my 
father's power of work. This enel'gy wa.s remarka.ble when 
he was a. little boy, and his pursuits--pla.ying a.t 8Oldiers, 
heraldry, and collecting moths-were carried on with quite 
extraordinary zea.1 a.nd pecsist.enee. He inherited also much 
of my fAtb6l"1I cordiaJity and wa.rmth of nature, combined 
with a. Cha.ra.cteriBtiC power of helping otherB. Like my 
Ia.ther. he worked under a. constant str&in from ill-health of 
a moRt wearing nature. 

This Bummer Era&mUB Da.nrin ca.me to stay with WI at 
Down. I wish it; were poSBible to give lWly impreaaion of t.he 
charm of our UD.cle Ra.s's cbara.eter. Outside the narrowing 
circle of those who knew him he will be chie8y remem­
bered by Carlyle'!! few words of description, and these are 
to my mind m.isleadint; They are, however, remarbble, 

~~h =u!~~z:; ~, i~ro:~:d :::.e sl:'~ 
~::=:::ai;!t~;~Jy :!~~~~ =~~Z~ :im~~~ 

My de&r one had & grea.t favour {or this honest Darwin 
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AI_.. w~ to her ft~ Emma Dunoin. 

W""1d/ar [8_w, lB52J . 

. • • I can n&yer tell you how much I enjoyed my Lott-e'& 
vioiit. it llUlde me &8 merry &8 in my childhood, whe I 
told .toties only to me.ke myself le.ugh. Her oharity to me 
rude 'bd taJ.k, a.nd yon know hf)J' delicious laugh. Pa.t1.y 
[Smiih]aays, .. You never told me what e. wome.n Mra Lanl· 
to. ill everybody spooks and knows wha.t an a.gree& 

wumau Mrs Heosleigh Wedgwood. is, but Mrs La.ngtA', • 
ftM .. ma.nner! how olever lOb, .he i. a most en 
ordinary pEnOn." Ploaso to send: this on to CbarloJt 
Slt.oogbt to know herEM.,]f, non&of my niooes do. I alw .. 
WI \hem what I holr.r of tho.rn, beoe.UBe tbey a.re groMl 
iJnora,nt of tMIJ18elvea ...• 

1 ihink: your little George must be the niceat litt 
IeIlow that lives. If he will alwaYEI find work for him If 
}I.e will BUrely find happineBll, if it is bnt WOl'8ted work. 

J4.1 brother, a.£t.erw.rds Sir George Da.rwin.. Fell'pw • 
TriJ:u Y t:01lep and PlutWan Prof~ of Astronomy . 
Ulmbridp, who died in December, 1912, inherit.ed 
'&&her's power of .'Ork. This en.ctg;y was rnma.rkable wh 
be ...... a little boy, and hie pUl'BlliVl-ple.ying at BOJ • 
hertJdry, and oollecting moths-were earned on wi~ qo 
extraordinary zoe.l a.nd peniliterlce, He i.nherited al&o DlUi,'h 
of my father'. cordiality and warmib. of Mture, oombinoo 
wit.h a ehamcteri6tio power of helping others. Like lEI 
fathw. be worked under a constant stra.in from ill·health ( 
a moet wea.ring n&ture. 

Thia summer Erasmus Darwin came to stay with aa 
Vown. lwUiliitowerepo88ibletogiveanyimpreaaiouof t 
('harm of our uncle Ra.s'schara.oter. Outside thenanowiJ 
circle of those who knew him he will be chiefly rem 
l,.f'I'O(} bY,C&rlyle's few words of daacription, and the88 

~u~; ~=tar~::1a ac:~ ~f~:~~~e~skab 
of quite without any grudge, or concealed sneer. In 
Be~n.Hcen.ct.d (Vol. II., p. 208) Carlyle writee: "He WI\EI OJI,< 

of tne sincerest, naturally truest, and moat modest of 
•• My dear one had a. grea.t favour for thia honest Darw in 



0'~~§)~ 
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r;W.:i;~:rJ5~~ ~b'rume;too:;;'~e':~!: 
Sidue} in thole early daye when even the charge of omni­
bueet Wl\ll a oonsidera.tion, a.nd hie epe.ne utten.noea, 
..ro.onic often, were a. great amWl6ment to her. • A 
perfeot gentleman,' she at OGce dieoerned him to be, 
aDd of eound worth and kindline6e in the most un&1feoted 
form." 

He W&8 the very aouI of ainoerity. but to llpeak of him 
as .. thi8 honest Da.rwi.n " givea an unptese.ion of a. kind of 
he&rt.y open-a.ir franknesa. which wae entirely unlike our 
refined, lMlIlBitive, reserved uncle. His humour, too, .u 
....... ys kind, if penetrating-never grim or sardonic. It 
irradiatod all his talk with a peculiar charm. often remind­
ing one of the manner of Chazolea Lamb ... There was the 
_me kind of pJayfulneBa, the Arne lightneA of touch. the 
_me tenderneee, perhaps the sa.me limitations," hi8 ooU8i.n, 
JuJi& Wedgwood, wrote in a letter to the Sptdalor IIhortly 

~~s~!O&!~~~:!:c~~~~~:n~~jed~t~:t: 
hia being caUed • '" univecsal aolvent.' He contributed to intercourse the influence that combinOll dissiroila.r element.e; 
~':u';h~:':'a& :tck:r~gon8C CAme more roodily, the flow of 

Again. l ta~ exoeption to the phrue that .Mra Carlyle 
M onoo diJoerned him to be a perfect gentleman. It 
did Dot rMI.uire Mr8 C&rlyle'll penotra.tion to dieoern what. 
... 10 ohYlOus. To tboee whom he did not like, ",nd he 

~h~otb!~ ~a~u1~ r::::!;~ al::~e:r~hr~ 
..-v&nte being 80 dearly devoted to him when I remember 
Idt distant manner ID gi ving an order - an order that 
... to be Ohested with no hceita.tion or diBCWlBion. Hie :r:w oo:~bt, ~~ :~~::t~f~ha~th. ·f;=- viZ 
W long, thin hands, which were wond~y clever a.nd 

=~;U J~-:~=t:r~e:~~==;: 
lighting up when he llpoke from &11 habituaJJy pa.tient and 

~::=~n'H~~oi:u~ :a1bb!d~w:~!e1~~:n~ 
tQtereat in Iiten.tu:re than my (.ather. Na.tural history 

I Bedford College MagariM. June. J902. He wu TrwItee of t.h.UI 
~~e~~ ~~:rg::gi8~~~~:.f the Council (or 4eTen rean, 
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::k:tv~~ ~h~:l~~ :dIIlh= ~;l~.~lud&~m~~!: 
called him PhlIDs, short for philO8Opher, bia nickname 
thus earned Ilt school. They were very difIerent in clmr-

:ttr =1 ~r:.ti~y ~h~aiw~~~~ f~rshi~ t:tb~: 
warmest admira.tio'n. and. aleo up to the end. of his life with 
something of a. YOUDtf brother's reverence. He felt a 

=e:I;~mk:J'Yl!~ al'~!:b:rhl:~y~-health-" poor 
There a.re some words in an elsay by Mrs Meynell, l 

called A Remembranu, which strangely bring ba.ck his per­
BOwty, and BOOm like a. remembr&nce of him: .. Men 
said th&t be led a. dile.U.anle We. 'fhey reproached him 
with the selflessness th&t made him ilomewhat languid. 
Others, they eeemed to a.ver, were amateurs at tbi.e &It or 
tba.t; he was an s.mateur at living. So it was, in the IIeIlSe 

that he never grasped at happinee.e, and that many of the 
things he bad held alipped from his disinterested hands .... 
It was his finest distmction to desire no differences, no 
remembra.nce. but 1086 among the innumerable forgotten. 
And when he Buffered, it was with 80 qUick & nerve s.nd yet 
60 wide an a.pprehension tha.t the ra.ce seemed to suffer in 
him." 

His hOU80 (6, Queen Anne Street) wa.s a second home to 
his nephews a.nd nieces, including in this term his dearest 
of &1.1, the children of Heneleigh Wedgwood. We especi&1.1y 
remember the warmth of his welcome. There wae: indeed 
something quite unique in his a.ttitude towards the young. 
We came into that simply furnished, somewhat ascetic 
London dra.wing-room, looking out on the bare street, 
knowing that he W&8 wea.ry and ill, and ha.d been aJone, a.nd 
would be Mane again, a.nd yet went a.wa.y with & glow 
reflected from his a.tm08pbere---a sense that the world was 
better for his preeenoo. There was no possibility of for-

~t~~!~ I:~\t~~: a::~~~~:e m~~: hl~e:.~1eTt 
&8 free &8 if he were OUl' own age, s.nd yet there was the a.dded 

in~~8!~e&tod~li~:~~lg ~~:;ello~t f;;ll:~:n:hildren, s.nd 

~~~~u~h~~ti~;~~e~~te:~t~:!~~~; 
t;:~:!btrS:v~r :biu:O;~ ~0S:l;~ a.~;~~~ 

I TIwl &\ythm. of Lijf. by Alioo Heynell. 
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many places you have been to, alm06t everywhere I think, 
ao you will be able to tell me very long stories indeed-one of 

th;: :t:ns~~~;!~~d~b:ir:~e~:t;~~oods on their 
=~tre=~~~~~~852 he seems to ha.ve parted company 

ErasmU8 Darwin to Mrs Hensleigh Wedgwood. 

DEAR MissIS, LoNDOM, Aug. 23rd (1852J. 

You have probably forgotten everything a.bout Me1-
roee by this time after. aJ.l your highland wanderings. . . 
You did not half see Melrose. I went in the evening to the 
river side where I Bat for more than an hour admiring 
the sunset re8ected in the water. The river there is very 
broad and shallow &Dd was quite alive with boys fishing 
up to their knees in water. . . I ha.d a lady in the [railway) 
e&rri&ge who was on her way to meet some of the smashees 
in the railwa.y accident in which Mr Grainger was killed, so 
we had some comfortable talk. Her sister was in the middle 
Beat and bardly felt it, while the lady sitting by her side had 
her eea.t torn from under her and her legs broken by the 
eagine slicing off the side of the oarria.ge. 

From Berwick, I had the sweetest little angel that ever 
you saw, a bride apparently not very long, and I was afraid 
I was ik trop, but as we got towards York, we became fairly 
good frionds and they hoped I was going on to London with 
them, 8IJ they were in great alarm they should ha.ve four 
blacklegs from the York races. This qualified compliment 
of keeping out one blackleg put me in despair about York, 
10 I changed. my train and went on to Normanton, with five 
blacldegs all rather brandyfied a.nd all smoking. We had 
DOt gone ten minutes when we ca.me to a. perfect imbroglio 
of tn.inB, which delayed IlB a long time, and we made up 
time at the rate of about sixty miles an hour, but were too 
late for the other trains, which oaused no few impre­
oatioruo. 

I called at Chelsea on Sunda.y evening and found Mrs 
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c.rtyle sitting in a corner of the drawing-room, the reet 
beIDg filled with Iamitmo, the ...... In the baDdo of pi ..... 
eren and painten, the picture of dieoomfort. She h .. no 
maid, only a child. and can get no dinoer, 80 I humanely 
gave her one to-day. I bave but one pleuure here. being 
able to eUetch my legs to their fullest extent, which I have 
done without oeasing. EXCU8e the enormous length of this 
letter, but what can I do, with every book I have in the 
world pa.eked up , E. D. 

The alIosion to the pleuure of stretcbing his _ means 
that, owing to bill great height, he eooatantJy founcf the beds 
at iDna too abort. and w .. miaerably uncomfortable in conae­
quenee. Lying Bat on his sofa, be looked longer tban anyone 
I ever aaw. 

In BUIR HauL, C,UUUltTBL,( [A __ • 1811!]. 

My D ..... Euz.uftR, 
It iI but a abort time aiDce I patted from you, though 

it I18fJ1D8l0ng since my 1ut look at your dew face. When ehall 
I lee it again I wonder, The journey iI but a little thing, 
WDeo once ODe grapp_ with it. This time )'Mterday I had 
.......!y loft the platfonn of the Three Bridgee (S .. tiOllJ and 
here I am UHlay a.t the aame hour a.t more tw 250 miles 
apart from yoo I I wiah life were not made up of partings. 
The out pDI!I'&tion may avoid much of tbiB evil. if they 
chooa&, by rooctmg neal' each other, and taking advantage 
of railroada. I had exoeUent company, fashionable ladies 
appazentJy, M they kept quite mute an the way. There 
wu a den8e fog a.t London Bridge Station, whieh did Dot 
IIhow off the old Babylon to Ule belt advantage to us 
tmnDen come freah from Fra.ooel and ibJ 8ne piotureeque 
oht towna. It .... as however almost enhUme from it. Imoke 
and fog, ... it. 100¥ aa if you bad got to a 1Ubten'aDean 

w~ AJlO1l had been to .li.J:·l_·BaiQII, aooompanied b7 Elisabeth 
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kiDgdom of his Infernal Majesty. The lights were red and 
round in the fog, giving no light about them, &nd the bllltCk 
Ipre8 flitting about, with the perpetual roll of wheels and 
Do't'oices. 

I have taken my place in the Tenby coach for i past 7, 
IIIld 80 my pageant will be over; it has been lit very pleasant 
ODe. thanks to you ..•. 

Her visit to Aix·lerJ..Bains bad ended with lit tour in Pro­
ftDOO, including a }?ilgrimage to Chateau Grignan. She = ~ ~~~~: ~:;a~o~ t~~~~~! S:~gt~~:. 
I mwrt. begin them again, oontenting myself with only 
two or three before breakfast. That is the wafim to = ~O:;·to T!;\:~d, ~Ut \~e ~~~eV:!t!:;ttl: tb~ 
diotance." 

M adamil SiBmondi to her ftiue Emma Darwin. 

7'itelday,StAFtb.[1863] • 

. I should like to have looked in on your party of 32 
very much. So many merry children would h&v6 boon a 
delicious sight. I do Dot give myself the trouble of reckon· 
mg, but I think 16 of those must have been children ... 

. There is a quantity of intereating books just now, and 
I think the older I get, the more my avidity in reading 
increaaea and my curiosity grows. I am watching France 
with a sort of personal interest, breathless to see what will 
come of it, unable to form any guess of ita future. Is a.ll this 
for good or for evil I am continua.lly asking myself' willing 
to believe the first, but doubting it is &8 the decline of the 
Roman8, a. falling away of intellectual power. I have 
indulged myself this year with the R etJUe des Dtu'X MOTKks. 
AD the articles I bave read are very clever, with a moral &nd 
religious tone. There is an excellent a.rticle on Burke, whioh 
teaches wbat true and wise liberty is, a.nd what is new to the 
French, even to the best of their politicians, the neceBSity 
of a. high morality in politics. I ra.ther wonder Louia 
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Napoleon aDO" IUOh a publieatl.on in his Empire. I am 
very much pleaeed. u you will guees. by his romantic 
marriage, and his decIara.tion of his parvenuiam.. His 
lpooches argue him .. man 80 much more clever than I 
thought him,' that I mm ever distrust my judgment, or be 
muet bave learnt immensely in his prison, and in hie strange 
and varying life. . . . 

This is tbe last letter from Jessie Siamondi in the Maer 

~:~~~ .h!~e: ~rdroJ::!h~ ~ ~::~~ 
foUowing account of her lut moments. 86e was giving 
directions to both ber tister8 ahout her lut wiahea; then 
.he waited .. little, and said quite quietly, .. I think 
th.t is all."-a pause, and then like a flub, .. Sismondi. 
I'm C0t:fc'" and ,he looked up u if abe saw him there 

ho~t CO=O~=d80~bsol~teI~ ~ b~henel= 
moment.1I 

Her)(l88 must have been deeply felt by my mother. Years 
after this time Fanny Allen sent her a pb~pb of J essie 
taken from 8Omd,icture. .. I am very glad mdeed to have 

~tP!O!:r:~n;lk=b!t=i:":eof~: :.ans:;~ 
ia there and the dreee loob like her. It is .. thing I .hall 

:!": ~~:';.*d ::nm~:n ":O~~ha~ r:e:rT'::! 
bow cloae and how tender WM their aBection. Reading 
theee old letterB is .. kind of bringing to judgment of aU the 
blindneeaee and errors of one'a youth. Now it is euy to 
rea.liae how much there is we Gould like to know. 

Fan"y Allm 10 Mr ntee Elizabdh WWgwood. 

April2tQ [ISM] . 

. . . There is no melancholy in this place tha.t I wish to 
,hUD, that I can no longer lee Mr here ill sad. I long for 
bel'image. &I I aaw it not tlaee months back, walking round 

1 She had Ir.DO.,1l him during W. youth at <HInev .. and U8&d to 

-r it. ==::::!:~ b~ ~IDW~~bom B. Allen, .,ho had 
it from Dr Draw of Teuby. 
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IIOd round the little garden looking 80 oheerful. And then 
the day that separated us is apart from all other da.ys, but 
it ill Dot grief or mela.noholy that dwells on it. I feel as if I 
bad been permitted to 800 something of the rapture of 80 

hJa:her nature .. to whose white robe the gleam of bliss W88 

FftIII." It is the loss of her that gives the sadness, there 
.. DO other painful rooolleotion connected with her, 80 that 
I don't feel afraid that either Emma or I should be here 
alone. 

H EYWOOD LA.NE, J,,,,j\! latA {1863]. 

It Wall a painful thing the destruction of her and Sis­
mondi's journals, particularly, I think, the latter (to me), 
bec&UIIO I believe he wrote his with a vague intention of 
being made UIIO of for the public eye, and Jessie wrote hers 
for herself alone. I sometimes feel as if I were in a great 
empty vault. She has certainly emptied the world to mo. 

My mother also regretted this destruction of Sismondi's 
joa:rnaJs, &II she was convinced he intended them sometime 

::to ~:pv:: ~a:h~a~~\heB~~~:!~~:~~ t'J 
~r ~ereda:~u!~~n ~~:~:'~j=O: ~~'%i~ 
.. greater 1088. Her life at Geneva and in IWa brought her 
::,n~m':~h dr:::Ia.Of whom the world woul like to know 
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CHAPl'ER xn 
1863-1869 

E .. tt~oQme.nd Chobbam Camp-KIM LAD«don at; H&rtfleId-Syd-

~Y:::~~~~~:::~w~!t~~~~~ 
life at Down-Lett.el"I to William 'O&r1rin-H •• ~ at 
Cambridg&-Moor Park-The Orign _, Bpet:'W--'r.o leiter. 
from my mother to my father 011 ftligion. 
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CHAPTER XU 

1863-1839 

E..toollrDe Md Chobham caDip-Mia~ I.alJ«don at Hartfleld-8:va~ 

1eYJ:~:~~~~!t=~r:~Jg;!~o~n~a~~g::~ 
life at Down- LE'tten to William Darwin-Bill ~peech 
Cambridge-Moor PRTk-The 0rigfR of Sp~Two lel. 111 
flom my mother to my father OQ religion. 

~f~~m: ~~a:o Ea::bo~ne~t~1:!~U:='lI~~ 
Wedgwoods. Their house, The Hermitage, was not far 
from Cbobha.m Camp. At that time summer m&n<l'lUvretI 
on any JIll'g6 BOllIa wera almoat unknown, and our visit was 
planned in order to see wh.&t we could of the camp with ita 
mimic warfare. I well :remember my father's intense enjoy­
ment of the whole experience. Admiral Sulivan, his old 
shipmate on bow the Bwgk, showed us about and 
greatly added to our pleasure. I remember sharing in t 

fe': ~~e jk:~t~:h:&lJlo;~Ci~~e;!~ ~e :rl~ad 
the same experience all tha.t of th Pickwick at Chatha,m, 
&lld had to run for our lives between two advaMing 
a.n:rUeft. 

We were now six children at home. I have no cleaJ.' 1-
Jection of my mother's often p1.&ying with us, although the 
picture comes bl:l,Ck to me of the furniture pushed on one 

:~ aJll:~I:~f ;~~ ~~~~dll~f:* ;~~~~::: 
composed by herself, and very well suited for its surpoae 

t:~'W~:ryg~o~ KIn~Al Irt~~:r ta:~ l:d~ ~ 
;~:!:~ Wtfo~h~t:b~:~h':n I;h:yh=~ ~~~ ~:g~l on 
her knee. She was courageouB, even rash, in what she let 
ht.'l' childI-en do. My brother William WaB taught tide 
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without stirrups and got some bad faUs in oonsequenoe. 
Geoqe at ten years old went off a twenty mile ride alone to 
HartileJd, and I, too, wandered. about the lonely woods and 
lanes in a way that was not very safe then, although it would 
be much Ie811 80 now, when tramps have greatly increased in 
nnmber. 

About 1864 Elizabeth Wedgwood took oharge of her old 

r.:vernesa Miss Langdon. None of the family had ever been 
ond of her, and in her latter days she was certainly the 

most unattractive old lady I ever saw, nearly atone deaf, 
with & harsh countenance, and a voice like a. parrot's. She 
lived under our aunt Elizabeth's sheltering care till her 
death. Fanny Allen wrote: "I admire your benevolence, 
and your arrangement for Mias Langdon, and I feel 8.BImred 
tbat you will have the satisfaction that always accompanies 
acts of this kind. I have no doubt also that you are right 
as to placing her under your roof. I believe she will be a 
lees gem there than a mile off. And, indeed, it is you alone 
tbat can be judge in this matter a.nd what you think best is 
beet, all it touches you alone. I am glad you secure your 
bre&kfast undisturbed, and that your evenings also will be, 
M they have hitherto been, unaccompanied, so that I trust 

~o~~!~o~:ra~ t:!s~~~:ov::ab:~o::e~ o!fh:E!:;~ 
mant." 

Fanny Allen to her nieu Elizabdh Wtdgwood. 

My DEAR ELIZABETH. 1Hc. 15tA, 18M. 

It is well for me that you date by the days of the 
week which 88.vea shame at idleness, not that I have been 
idle, but rather too busy to write, our leisure hours being 
taken up with reading Sydney's Memoirs. Anything about 
Sydney Smith interests me and therefore I read with interest 
Saba'sl part of the book, and ahe bas done it quite as well 
.. you would expect. It is pleasant to be taken out of the 
litem. reality of life, in which we are now living through the 
newapapers all the morning, to the light gossip and the 
playful gaiety of Sydney, and his letters made one forget 
the miBeries of the Crimea and Scutarl, after tea at least. 

1 His daughter, Lady HollaDd. 

! 
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Yet what .. trilling world it waa, and wbat women were hie 
fuhionable ladiee, in compari8on with the Doble Flo Nightin­
gale and her companions I Have you heard that she 
88toniBhee all the BurgeOns by her skill and presence of mind 1 
.Aftao amputating a limb, they pa8II on to anotbet.let.ving her 
to tab up the &rtery and do all that is DeOeBBatY. Miss 
Stanley is gone out I believe, and the Kill Stewart who I!O 

impI'-.d John (Allen] at the bospital be TiBit.. is the 
Dacbe. of Somerset's sister, and is going or gone out too, 
I believe. How good spreads I and wbat • aobool of 
Christianity and humanity is now ca.rried out at Scutari. 
We are very llusy here in Tenby in IJ8Dding out clothing 
and l'lOO8I!I8ariea to the Crimea and Sculari. My Hock g0e6 
to the latter place, Emma's is for the fighting part. 

In the winter of 1865 we took a. hOU8e in Upper Baker 
Street for .. month. It W&8 the terrible Crimean winter, and 

::::r w::r "m~it=~t~st w::o':ell~ a!~ t~:edi:~!:e~~b 
enjoy their stay. We came home on Feb. 16, before the 

f:t =:~&llbe~w:!:t r:w!::f ~~w!b:~ t.! ~~~ 
out, and the wrea.ths of the 8Il0wdriftlJ were & wonderful 

!':!:e:~if:v~~ih ;h~ ;;'~~be~ ~: :a':n':~h~ 
lawn. 

In Septembel', 1855, my mother went with my father to 
the British Aa8ociation at Glasgow. I remembel: that she 
let me (aged 12) trim her a cap for the oocaaion, and I 
fIIlipped up lace and ribbon with immeD116 llatisfaction. 
What it was like, Heaven knows! but I believe it was ........ 
w~e!:n,!l !e~~~66T~ ~m~"fat~na:~~ 
~ ~o:dha~p \18. ~~th~V::~ ~~tc~~ 
my father did with us L"J: a glamour of ~bt over it unlike 
"')'thing eIoe. 
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Oharlu Darwin. to hi8 8QtI. William at Rugby. 

DOWN, 2911 [IS5/S or 18SSJ. 
lIy DEAR OLD GULlELMUS, 

I have been 110 very sorry for your baving been ill 
... half-year again with the measles: you have been most 
alooky. . Do not work to tire yourseH; you are one of 
... very few boys to whom I should dare to tell them not 
to ov«-exert themselves, for m08t youngsters a.rn inclined 
eoougb to spare themselves. but this bas never been your 
.... Thank goodness it is not now very long to the 
Iloudaye. 

I am going up to London this evening and I shall start 
quite late, for I want to attend &. meeting of the Columbarian 
Society. which meets at 7 o'clock near London Bridge. I 
t.hink I shall belong to this Society, where, I fanoy. I shall 
meet. a strange eat of odd men. Mr Brent was & very queer 
little fish; but I BUppOfI6 Mamma told you about him; alter 
dinner he handed me a. clay pipe, saying" Here is your pipe," 
.. if it was & matter of course tha.t I should smoke. Another 
odd little man (N.B. all pigeon-fanciers are little men I begin 
to think) showed me a. wretched little Polish hen, whioh he 
Mid he would not sell for £50 a.nd hoped to ma.ke £200 by 
bert as she had a black top-knot. I am going to bring a. lot 
mOJ'e pigeons back with me on Saturday, for it is a. noble and 
Dlajeetic pursuit, and beatfl moths and butterflies, wha.tever 
:you may say to the contrary. 

It was for the ea.ke of ex=enting on the v&riation of ::::c ~~=. ~8.~~a~t~~h8.~f;'!hf~~~~. befr~ ~ 
Ql~ experienoes in a letter to Mr Huxley (Nov. 27th, 
1869): " For instanoe, I sat one evening in a gin palace in the 

=:tC &;r::~ a:o;:!\~:P~~:r:~~~~~7a~ m:~~ 
_; IIQd if you had seen the solemn, the mysterious, and 
..rw .hakee of the head which all the fanciers gave at this 
IDIlIdalous proceeding you would have recognised how 
Jittle crossing haa had to do with improving breeds." 



158 A Century of Family Letters (OJLU'. xu 

He became a member of two Pigeon Fanciers' Clubs, and 
wa.s always treated with grea.t civility &.t their meetings. 
They called him " Squire," and he sat with them in &. cloud 
of smoke. No doubt they agreed with one enthusia.st who 
wrote in a treatise on the .Almond Tumbler that" H it was 

:!!: !dr ~lem=d a.;i!!:~e:~v!d ~:: :t: Af':~~~ 
Tumbler, ... scarce any nobleman or gentleman would be 

~:::r~t&a:t~~~d!:rt::d~h:::thl~:~o =W!~~at my 

Charlu Darwin ro hiB oWn WUlimll. 

My DEAR WILLY, TIU.d.ay n.ig1t. 

I am very glad indeed to hear that you are in the 
sixth; and I do not care how diffic.ult you find the work: &.m 
I not a kind father t I am even almost tLI!I glad to hear of 
the Debating Society, for it will etir you up to read. Do 
&end me &8 soon 88 you can the subjects; I will do my very 
best to give you bint8; and Mamma will try also. But I 
fear, a.s the subject8 will generaJ.ly be historical or political 
that I shall not be of much use. By thinking at odds and 
ends of time on any subject, especially if you read a little 
&.bout it, you will form some 'opinion and find wmething to 
say; and in truth the habit ofJIpea.king will be of the greatest 
importance to you. Uncle Harry was here this moming, 
and we were telling him that we had settled for yO""t1 to be 
a barrister and his first question was " ha.a he the gift of the 
gab 1" But then he added, he has got indUBtry, and tha,.t is 
by far the most important of all. Mamma desire8 that you 
will read the chapters (in Cba.pel] very well; and the dear 
old Mammy must be obeyed. 

ea!~a:r:::. U;!!~ :rgo~\~ 8~e ~~~~ttT~~~ 
when Emma came, and mentioned Dr Dyster's delight at 
the thought of having C. Darwin here. " He met him 
somewhere and was like many others enchanted with him." 
lAter in t.he year Fanny .Allen wrote from Leith Hill Place, 

• Life 11M .wun. of oow,"," Dcanmn, vol. ii., pp. 52 and 280. 
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w ... she W&8 staying: "I &m. sorry we lOE Emma &Ad 
CbarIee to-day. Ch&rlee is uncommonly agreeable, freBh and 
~lding as the purest wa.ter." 

Fanny Allen in many letters during these years gives 
apreasion to her intenee admiration for Florence Nightingale 
.. a ber work in the CrimeA. She wrote during a visit to the 
.a-&eigb Wedgwoods in London (Oct., 1856): .. Sam Smith I 
..... one morning this week and ga.ve some det&i.ls of 
I'lorenoe N. 's visit to the Queen. He said no ODO could be 
klndet tha.n the Queen was. Flo was partioula.rly im-ce= !i'aP~e ~~~.u:~~t;m~~~ ~v~v:u:t~ 
I&oOd the det.ails better than aJl the officia.la. &8 if he had 

:a~b~~~~t~ isS~~h~! ~:;::::red..~ of work to get 

D _ MNr 3td, 1S56. 

The NightingaJe meeting was suooessful, I think, on 
..... whole. There did not seem. to be much enthusiasm 
Uloo8 them, hut the timo is too far gone for tha.t, and 
\t.e ia .. more enduring IJta.mp on Flo and her work wmob 
DO time will ohange. Sidney Herbert's speecb pleased me 
1DOIt. Thoee three touching lUleodote& of her influence over 
.. minda of the soldiers am be&utiful. particularly the one 
01 .. ItOldiers kissing ber shadow as it paaaed oyer their 
.... What woman ever took 80 high a. position as she 
de. DOW I I was drea.ming of her a.1l1ast night . 

.April 1514 [1867]. 

I fear from .. line in one of the newspapers tha.t Florence 
.... tingale·s life is approaching its end. &8 Mrs Rioh would 
IAJ. I have hoen deeply impressed by her life these last 
few days, which in respect of mine. forms but a fragment in 
...,ro of time, and what ahe has aooomplish6d! I remem· 
.. her a little girl of 3 or .. yean, then the girl of 16 of high 
)IroDliee when I next met her at Geneva, e.nd which she has III. faithfully kept. A high mission ha.a been given her. 
1rhich haa cost her her life to fulfil, and now when I look 

1 Uncle of FlorenQ6 Nightingale. 
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baok on every time I II&W her after her sixteenth year, I 
eee tbt abe WM ripening eOllBtanUy lor her work, and that 
her mind was dwelling on the painfuJ differenoo of man a.nd 
man in this life, and the trap that a luxurious life laid for 
the affluent. A convenmtion on this eubject between the 
father and daughUir made me laugh at the time, the contrast 
waa BO striking, but now aa 1 remember it, it WIl8 the divine 
epirit breathing in her. 

Fon"y Atkn to her NW Emma Atkn. 

WCldRMday. Od. 29(1 [1 856] . 

. . . Yesterday we wero performing" wedding guest8" 
from ten in the morning till three in the afwrnoon. It was 
impo88ible for any marriage to be better ., got up I I in an 
artistic point of view. and certainly the ooremony was very 
impressive. Over the altar W88 a large Cl'088 formed of white 
flowers. The whole church lighted with large wax lighfi8 in 
high candIeetioks. and in<len86 burning, and too organ pla.ying 
all the time. I had no idea that so entirely catholic 8. 

ceremony wouJd have touched me 80 much. When forms 
are new they are certainly effective, but when they are 
used for a little time they wear out the soul within. 

n was very operatic when they all aeeended in two files 
the steps of the altar, where the married pair took the 
sacrament, and the music and VOi068 pealed in in the singing 
parts of the Sacramental Service, and sounded very fine. 
Isabella looked nioo, and calm. The breakfast Wall crowded . 
I got a seat in the corner, Hens1eigb, my faithful guardian, 
aecuring it for me. Lord Robert Cecil W88 down in our 
corner, and Georgyl came down more than onoo to take her 
aeat. there. but I do not think tbere can be anything else 
than coDverution and amuaement between tbem. Sbe was 

1 Lord Robert. Cecil (afterwarde Lord BaliablllJ') married Georginll 
A1denoD in 1861. 
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_ u:oeUeot ballet-tnistteiJa and waa more oooupied with the 
........ m6llt of the whole thing than with softer and tenderer 
teeIing8. I did not intend to go to this wedding, being out 
01 the way at my age, but the Baron w&lkad down a. few 
...waga ago to hope I would attend, 80 that it was impera.­
tin, and I looked up a. bonoot of Fanny's that would do, 
.... d. velvet ma-ntle of Effie's, and I did very respectably. 

Sarah Wedgwood, the laat survivor of the children of 
,JOIiah Wedgwood. of Etruri&, died at Down on the 6th No­
WIIlber, 1856, aged SO. Forty or more years ago, she had z=.- of the then little Emma Wedgwood &8 hring the 

~r~ !:b:'~a~)O~:~~~:itM~ :r ~~:eb~~ 
think the rigidity of her aunt Sarah's character prevented 
... of inteOOOllI'8e and therefore strong affection on my 
mother'e part, although there was much to admire and 
ftIIJJ8Cf; in her. 

O/aarZu Darwin to hid 6On.8 WiUiam and George. 

DOWN, TAvndoy 13tl {Noo .• 1866]. 

)fr DEAR WILLY AND GXORGY, 

I ha.ve thought that you would like to hear &bout 
poor Aunt Sarah's funeral.. Aunt Elliabeth and Uncles 
_, Harry, Frank, Hensleigh, a.nd Allen a.ll atoonded, 80 

that the house waa quite full. The funeral was at 3 o'clook, 
IDd Ilr .Lewis managed it all. We walked down to Petleys, 
MId there put on black cloab and o.r.pe to our hate, and 
IDDowed the [coffin], whioh was carried by six men; another 
Ib: men cha.nging half wa.y. At the Church door!.h Innes 
-..e out to moot the coffin. Then it was carried into the 
Ob1ln:lh and a short service was read. Then we all went out, 
.... lItood uncovered round the grave whilst the ooffin waa 
lowered, a.nd then Mr Innes finished the service, but he did 
DOt read this very impressive service well. Hemming1, 
lin Morrey and Marth& attended and seemed to ory a good 
detJ.. Then we all ma.rched back to the house, Mr Lewis 
IIDd hill two BOOB carrying a 80rt of black standards before 
_: and we then went into the house and re&d Aunt Sarah's 

YOL.o. 11 
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wiD aloud. She dedred her fuDenJ. to be .. quiet .. poIIib1e, 
and that. no tablet. ,bould be erected to her. She b .. left a 
great deal of money to very many ch&ritiee. •. Hem· 
mings and the mahu will etay here about. .. month more I 
Moald t.hlnJI:; 80 that you, Georgy, 1rilI ICe them agaiD, but I 
fear Willy will not at preeent. 

Tbia bad ~n a suffering year for my mother. Her last 
chUd, Charles Waring Danrin •• aa born on December 6th. 

!!~~~!r to'b!r ~~:~=:t~0b!r~ = 
comfon.. The poor little baby ",aa hom without ita full 
.hare of int.eU:igenee. Botb my (.tber and mother were 
infinitely tender towards him, but, when be died. in the 
nmmer of 1838, after their firBt IOlfOW, they could only feel 
thankful. He had never leanat to walk or ialk. 

Olaorlu DanAn 10 1ai4 10ft WiIlia".. 

Do .. , lb. (J867). 

My D_" OLD WILLY OR WILLI..UI, 

I am delight.l that you went to Maoohelt«, and had 
10 proIperoUi an expedition. You I8eDl to have worked 
capitally and aMD it well. We are amtaeDd at. your adoration 
of the haughty Lady.1 I quite agree with your admir.tion 
of G.u..borougb'. portrait.: one of the piotW'81 which baa 
e~ mOlJt. Itruck me is .. portzait by him ill the Duhrich 
Gallery. By the .ay how Rapid it hu been of 111 never to 
have IU~ your riding to Duhrioh and Ie8iDg the capital 
publick gaUery there. Then, again, there ant lOme few good 
piclturte at Knole. You want a jobation about your band­
writing---dreadfuUy bad and not a .top from beginning to 
end I After IOvore labour in deciphering we ~ lAini: 
.. bat your outlay wu fl. 12. o. and ~ I .. d tbat, 
but: J hope it .. too tittle to punilh 1011 for IQOh ...... 1. I 

I Mn Oraham by Oaiuboro1!P. DO. ill the Eclinburp Gallery. 

!:. ~"'~r~OO1ll~'!ft:::h~"::e~ m:l~ 
==:PtJ~hiI~ I·· .. torsoUalaadoal7 UeoftlNd 
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am. glad th&t you were tipped, but that ma.kes no difference 
to. my repaying your outlay. By the way have you no 
paper. 80 that you croes your letter, or do you think your 
baodwriting is too olear t You want pitching into severely. 

I have bad 80 letter from Mr Ma.yor (about his banker's 
milt&b) in which he 8&Ys he heard so grand an aooount 
01 your future master's, Mr Temple's attainment:8. that he 
wanta to persuade me to leave you at Rugby till October. 
lit )(ayar says he sball very much miss you. Think over 
tbia well and delibera.tely, and do not be guided by Heating 
motives. You shall settle for yourae1f; wha.tever you think 
will be really best, not pleasante8t. shall be done. 

In 1867 Fanny Allen wrote: "The summer has been 
~ and will long be remembered by the young as if it 
.... the customa.ry summer and not a. stra.y bea.uty." The 
wcmderful months of sunshine in the sum.mel'8 of 1857 and 
1868 are &8Sociated in the minds of those whose memories 
INCh back 80 far, with the horrors of the Indian Mutiny. 
u.d in 1868 with the great comet stretching half acroes the 

~ year I broke down in health. The entries in my 
mother'l diary show what years of anxiety she suffered, 
lilt with one child tmd then a.notber. Sometimes it :is my 
health which is thus ohronicled day by da.y, sometimes oue 
of the boys. Both parente were unwearied in their efforts 
&0 eoothe tmd amuoo whichever of us W808 ill; my father 

~ b.:~:=:t &l~!~ ~e ::.rn¥l~a~:ii!ij'a:!i:t! 
Cowper's Wimer Walk a4 Noon with these readings. Cowper 
.... a great favourite with her-both his letters and poetry. 
In the IUDlm6r of 1858, when we were going to the sea on 
~ account, I waa allowed to ta.ke my kitten. .As we went 
tnt to Ha.rt1ie1d, then Porlamouth, Sandown. aud Sha.nklin, 
aacred kitten, to be thought of first of aU, must have added 

:; ~ t:u!:b~~ ~~=~::t: ~:: ill~!ttl~~~O: 8G~~ 
8teen years at Down must ha.ve been full of bappines8. 
I .. a constant oome and go of the relations chronicled in 
... diary, and & oertain amount of SOOiabili:7c with our 

"':=,:;;&1: :;~h~~ m~:;:~:p8C:~~ n:n~~ 
8Ometime8 impa.tient of her kindness to the unprosperous. 
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=f:'-·h~::-=t;~~~ ~Q:~ ~: ~:t:ratber. and how we used to ... y that no one but 

!!:te !.:v: c:ff~gt~t:t°i:~ro~ur!:~t~e:: ':~h~~ 
almoet ceued, and we children had 8. rather desolate feeling 
that we were left out. But I think that my mother never 
felt this &8 any 1088. She was not eeaentially aociable as 
waa my father. 

fwf~; ~ee:ndri:;~:e:.mel ~~ ~f~~=~ :~~~a~ 
&88Ociated with the summer, the rattle of the fly-wheel 
of the well, drawing water for the garden; the lawn burnt 
brown, the garden a blaze of colour, the six oblong beds in 
front of the drawing-room windows, with phloxes, lilies, 
and l&rupun in the middle. and portulacas, verbena.8, and 
otbe:r Jow growing plante in front; the row of lime-trees 
humming with bees, my father lying on the iI'tIolII!I under 

!:~;d~~ ~~~nl~:~~\:tf!'~:'l~=: 
why the tu:kcape did not here Bing the same 80~ IL8 they 

~~ !~'wa'!rh:::e=:atr:: ;!~' ut what 

w~~=i::;:; ~~hd::=: ~=f:rS:h~t :!~: 
hut London always gave my mother bad headachee and 
more than half her time W&8 Bpent in a darkened room. 
Every now and then there ie an entry in her little diary of a 
conoert or a play, but I should think Dot more than a dozen 
timee in all the years wb.i.lat we were children. She had, 

~~:e';':d:O~~3::.ik~,inw~=~ ~~~~ 
father on his daily walb, a. wild garden. She uaed to have 
the Dog'a-mercury and Jack-in-the-hedge pnlled up by a. 
amaJ.J. boy hired for the oocasion, in order to encourage the 
growth of bluebells, a.nemOne8, oowslips, primr0ee8, and 

:-~7'~::'~"Jfat~:1 ~o~::r ~=u:be~w~ 
::~~nn,;d ~ =~~t '::~rc:;n:~!:Ja~r: :fa:l 
My fa.ther could not help laug'\ing at her dismay and the 
whole misadventure, but the tragedy went too deep, and he 

~:'h':1: ~hd~ ~t:: ;rn.;er or; i!~ ~~~ 
P()()lW outlying parishes round Down. it was perhaps 
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doabtlul how much good ahe did in thie way, as there was 
__ -.ough enquiry and a good many of her friends were 
peope of bad oharacter. There were, however, many wiae 
iDcf good forma of kindneae and help in our own village-a 
IIadIDg library for the children, my mother henelf giving = ~t:t =~i:;;~h:~~d~ crU:=::d 
~ 

edicinee in caee of illne8ll. There was a we1l-etorod 
• . cupboa.td," and an old red book of preecriptiona, 

y by my grandfather, Dr Robert D&rWin. I well 
.-ember helping to me&8Ur6 and weigh, and the delight of 
~ ~~~~~ul:, b!t t:p =p:env~~arh~ w;J:: 
to bow many of her poorer neighbours intimately. She 
woaId contrast herae1f in this respect with her old neighbour 

=~~~:n::::~'~:e~:'~~~ o!n~::r f::~~ 
... devoted love. She would take &Oy trouble to belp 
tMm or their relations, and in return there W88 nothing they 

=;t :~r~uE~h:r!:~· orX:na; o=e;~~Yo~::rgeWtb:!; 
WGI'k; the cook would n\U1l6 an invalid, the butler would 

=~ t!: :a!:dy ~ b~:~1o:~d J~ ~b:~~ 
JIIO~. following letter W808 written from Dr. Lane's Wa.tor· 
_Eetabliahment at Moor Pa.rk, near Farnham. My father 
'Gfteb, went there, &Od W&I sometimes BOOOmpanied by my -. 

Clw.rlu Darwin 10 hw .tOn Willialn. 

(Mooa I' ... x-. MolWIaf. IltfJ 3m, l8S8.] 

lI.y DUB WILLIAM, 

I have just received your n1ce note and the hexagon,l 
for whioh very many thanks, but I hope and think I ahaJl 
aot have to 1186 it as I ha.d. intended, whioh waa delicately to 
IdDi to one of the greatest ma.thematici.an.e that he had m&de 
• blunder in his goometry, and aure enough there came a 
.... yesterday whoUy altering what he had previoualy 
told me. 

,.:. ~e:tr~-:, to be UA6d for the diIoUMion on heM' 06lY in 
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Yau 1riIl. I think, beteafter like CampbeU" .fAfJU 0/ , ,k 
OltGfICdIor •• aad it. ill a o&pital book for you. my dear future 
Lord ChaDooIlor of &pnd, 10 rood. . I have been 
pIa~ • good dooI .. billWda, and have lately go. up 10 
my play, ..,d .made lOme apendid .trobl I I han lot l&.at 
lot up tome 1Itnogth. and tabu two good lone walb in thia 

·barmmtl.....tzy· My dear old fellow, 
y ...... C. D. 

My DLUl OUlULIll18, DOWll, 7'h,..,....., {1868]. 

Oo..,d han at once. Rood and deliberate look at my 
old roouw 1 &Ild if you then prefer them make the change, 
though it. it • confounded bore that money eould han been 
wuted OYer papering, etc. I macb miedoubted at time. 
wbetbe.-you badoboeeo "ff"iIely. I think wb.tyoul&Y about 
your JIftIIMlt Min being idle and noily, .. real and good 
reuc:m for yOIU' obanging. I know well, fat too well. what 
temptationa there are.t Cambridge to idleoetB; eo I am sure 
tbele ought to be .voided. I do hope that you 1riIl keep 
to your oJretul, aoquind 8IJfJI'ptjc aud indutrioaa habita : 
yow ...,. in life 1riII mmy de~d 011 tbie. 80 much 
for preeohD*it., but. it II • good ..,d old eat&bIiabed oUltom 
t.hat be wbo pay. may preeoh; and ... I ahaIl ban to pay 
if you move, ( .. I r.ther ad~) 10 I have bad my preach. 

Do'"', 11111 {1868j. 

lebould lib to bow wbetbe.- myoid gyp. Impey •• still 
&lin; if 10 pIeuo lee him and ... y t.hat. I enquired after 
him ..•. 

I am very glad that you like KiDa'e-it. ueed to be • great 
p&euure to me. You have to lee tbe bM.utJfu.l piDiureI in 
$he F;taWilliam. Tho boob of tho CoIIopo (N.B. no' 
CoIIedp ....... people opoIl i.) ... indeed .... utiful; I 
do .... binIt then 10 anythinl in OKfnrd 10 eqnal ...... . 

I Willi .. Danriu ... u CIuU&', CoUep, Cambriq.. wbere he 
oonpied IIiI fMber', roo .... 
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Mooa P.I.U, Sat.fda, (1B59]. 

1 am very glad to hear that you bave begun Botany, in 
~ manner in whioh you bave. I know Hookor thinks very 
-~y of G. Henslow, in all ways. It has always been a 
Jiobby of mine that nothing oould be so improving 88 tho 
JRotice of describing plants, teaching aoourata observation 
!!:t.~ty which I am lure ia mo.n: alowly aoquired) and con· 

and accuracy of style. I have always regretted that 
~w had not struck on this plan when I was there. that 
1 miI~t have pra.ctised. You will always be glad tha.t you 
1tepn this. By the way, one evening I said to Frank, who 
.. pttmg on very well in French, that he would be very 
p.d of it all his future life: and a few days after Lenny waa 
dilaecting under my mictoeoope and he turned round very 
pavely &Dd said " Don't you think. Papa, that I shall be 
""1 glad of this all my future life. It 

The following pagel! are taken from tho report of my 
Wother Wi.llia.m'" .pooch, given at the Banquet held at 
Cambridr, on the ocoae.ion of the Darwin Centenary. He 
JMdo no attempt at oratory. 8Carcely even raising his VOWe, 

ht'~hb~:~: f!;=rv::e:}r:eof~ ~e 
ChUle(lllor, your Excellencies, my Lords and Gentlemen, 
I need hardly say that this 888Cmblago of distinguished 

, met together from aU quarters of the world to do honour 
o his memory, would have almOBt overwhelmed my father, 

I am very eonaoioU8 of the great difficulties that moot 
roe and of tbe very great honour tbat is paid me in being 
caUed upon to exprt'1811 t.he feelings of my family on this 
oocaeion. I remember that my father once wrote to Sir 
JOIeph Hooker, whom we are 80 delighted to haw with us in 
Cambri~ to-day, on an oooasion when Sir Joseph Hooker 
bad t.o make an addreM or after-.dinner speech, that be 
pitied him from the bottom of his soul, and that it made 
.. fIeeh creep t-o think of it. I am sure that he would havo 
pitied me tenfold in these very especial ciroumstances, and 
I can oruy truflt to your kind consideration, and ask that 
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.. y ... -........, .......... -I1-. _I 
bocl ............. oIboiD&_ .. ~ ......... I ........ t 
kiadIy '"'" • heo field. Yitb DO Ilmita&ioaa or cfireotIaao 01 
.. y 1dDd, .... i& .... clear ..... tlIat it .....Jd ... _I)' _.tIDi and ~QOQI DO .. y pan if 1 _pod. 
before moll au. .adieDce .. &lUI. to .poM of my' .... in 
reprd to hillCieDiifie Cuee!', nell ill wen in other resptJCt8 
qualiJled. ThonI ... 1 ... ooIy opoak 01 him ....... and 
.. I bew him from a child. 

I II .... betm thinkiq: cmr t.be ~_ « my 

fa&iber whiDIt are quite apart. from &.be quaame. OIl which his 
iDtb.oDe aDd hie ~ ... man oIlOieDoe deJ*lded. and I 
&hiDk &he qulliy wlaioll ItMdI oat; in my m.iod mod pre­
....w...tJy ;. bioo .bb"""""" of aa.ytbluc . ppr<lllOlUq to 
~ at ....... y. and eopooiaIIy 01 ala..,., 001I>bi>\ed 
willi t.biI be bad an ent.hlllium fIX' liberty of t.he .. .indi· 
"riduaJ aDd. for liberal printliplee. I can give you ooe or 
'11'0 Dlunntiona, whWa are ...., Iligh$ in ~ but 
_ 01 Utem .... remaiud. impre.ed OD my memory .moe 
early boybood. n.- .... IlYUIi wry ...... III Down • 
pntlemu. farmer. with whom my fr.tlter ..... IlIPtly 
.. quiIrted. It ........ nparted tlIat _ .... bod allowed 
..... obeop" die 01........... Ilylalher boudol i&and at 
__ .p .... _ . andlh ........... Wandwootand 
i& .... _poQduI" _ ..... aoIPbov .......... 1OUI1d 
.... wbole podoll. _ aU .... __ • and hod 

.... -lIroaP' _ ................ and .. 1or .. I.J. 
_ h ................ noted. Tbio. 1 ..-........ 
.. • boy im~ ... _ly, he .... iO .. ooriouaIy 
and cIovoted JUm-1I to it, tboqb hioo ............ in .... 
• Mel 1&Me. 'l'be.aut. Clue II • pencmal aa& ... if you 
wIll...- .. y ...u.n.a to myooII. AO .... _ 01 .... trioI 
0I_1Iyn Ibod ..... _SaaIhom ....... _ ...... 
hod ..... y -. held. pabIlo ...... in I ..... 01_ Byn. ODe doy III Down 1 __ Iippom oo4 ___ 

tary _b ohoot .... CoauaI_ wbIoh .... _...me 
IaioL Ilylothoo -"'y"""" ... in.fvryol ~ 
tiOII and told ... 1 bod ............. k to _,.... 'lb. 
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neD morning a.t seven o'clock he came to my bedside and 
...... bow sorry he was tbat he had been 10 .ngry, and that! 
be bad not boon .ble to aloop; and with a few kind worda he 
left.,.· 

Wh.t eapecially impl't'l88Od me W&8 his hatred of Bl&very. 

I NJDember his talking with hOlTOr of his B1eepleea night. 
when he could not keep out of his mind 1IOD1,8 inoidentl from 
OImated'B JOMrM1I~ ." 1M S14ce SII:r.lu, a book he had lately 
... reading; and in many of hie letten to Prof6llll0r Au. 
Ony he ..uUd08 to 8lavery with the utmOl5t dct.eatation. 

I will not detain you with any recollootions of his political 
.,uuona except t-o"y tha.t! he W&8 an ardent Liberal •• nd had 
• ftIrY great. admiration for John Stuart Mill and Mr. Glad.­
.&me; at the 8&016 time he often deplored the alm08t total 
INk of interes\ in II(lUmce in the Houae of Commons. 

I t.hink when I W&8 a. ohild my father'. health wu, 
perbape, at. its worst. and there is no doubt. that it threw a 
IIIiain air of sadnou over the life at Down. but whenever he 
.... trifle better hie natural joyo\l8lle88 and gaiety Howed 
GU, r.nd what \\"8 very vividly remember is the delightful 
"JIIl&te he made for U8 &8 children. In later life he 
.... ,. treated u.s with entire truet and freedom. and all our 
apiDionI or views or deai.ree he would diecuaa and coneider 
abDo.a; &I if we were hie equa18; and it is touching to recall, 
&Itoaah it almost mak08 one Bmile, the tone of .dmiration and 
.. titude with whioh he would acknowledge a.ny little help we 
ooaJd give him in botanic.l (X' other matters. In later life he 
... &.0 like to discw. any of the boob or topics of the day, 
aad ii W&8 always with modee:ty; he never lOOmed to think 
tU.t, hiB opinion was worth very much outaide of his own 
lpIOial Bubjects. One of the great poouliaritiea I found in 
kim 1J&II his immense reverence for the memory of hill father; 
... all CM08 of health or illness, in many of the other con-
4U&iou of life he woald quote words of wisdom or advice of 
lUI father . To be present. with him, when he bappened. to 
.. well, .t. a .mall lunchoon pa.rt.y with congenial friends, 
e.peoially if a Bympathet.io woman were seated near him, will 
DOt. be easily forgotten by anyone who hall experienced it. 
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He put everyone at his ea8e, and talked and laughed in 
the gayest way, with lively banter and raille1'y that had a 
p1eaeant Jlavour of Battery, and touches of humour; but he 
alW&yalhowed deference to his gueeta and a desire to bring 
any stranger into the convef8&tion. I can well understand 
that anyone who had only met him under such circumat.ancea 
might be led to diabelieve the aooounta of his ill-health .. 

There is one other subject I should like to touch upon, 
and that is the very hackneyed subject of hiB loss of interest 
in poetry and art. I think in this wayan unfair 81ur has 
been cast upon the influence of the 8tudy of natural hiatory; 
thit is no doubt to a great erlent due to a want of :realization 
of the state of his health and of his nature. 

When he first returned from the voyage on the B tagle, 
he W88 entirely overwhelmed with the various duties con­
nected with the publication of his journal. In a very 
few years' time hiB health failed, and he retired in 1842 to 
Down. He then began the routine of life which continued 
for 40 years. Every morning he worked to the very 
end of hiB tether, 60 that he would often have to 8&y 
in the middle of a sentence: "I am afraid I must leave 
off now.". 

As regards his imagination, I think that acenery, the 
beauty of flowers, and musio and novels were sufficient to 
a&tiafy it. I remember he once said to me with a smile 
that he believed he could write a poem on DroM:ra, on 
wbioh he was then working. I think he could never havo 
written the last paragraph or two of the Origin of Species 
or the paM. in the letter to my mother from Moor P&rk, in 
which he mentions that be fell aeleep in the park and awoke 
to a ohOl118 of birds, with 8quirrels in the trees &J;ld the laugh 
of a woodpecker ,----&Ild he added that he did not oare 8. 

penny how the birds or the beIWJt8 were m&d&---I think 
he could never have written either of those two puaageB 
without a deep IJeme of the beauty and the poetry of -the 
world and of life. As regards hill interest in art, I think 
he did keep it up to a certain extent. I remember that 
&t the end of his BOfa on whioh be UII6d to lie, be had a. 
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picture whioh he had bought himself and which he much 
_joyed looking at: he also criticised very acutely a certain 
eograving. He used to laugh at mod(ll'n decorative art 
and always preferred simple forJll8 and pure colours. 
I remember ol1oe when he was staying with me at South­
ampton, when I and my wife were out of the house, he 
went through the living-l'OOJll8 and collected all the pieces 
of obilla and ohimney ornaments whioh he thought ugly, 
and on our return he led us with much laughter into his 
ohamber of horrors .. 

I am sure my father would have said, though. perhaps, 
with & tone of apology in his voioe, that if there wa.e to 
be a [Darwin] celebration there conld be no more fitting 
pIaoe than Cambridge. He always rete.ined a love for Cam­
bridge and a happy memory of his life here. It was the 
happiest and gayest period of his life, and it oertainly did 
II great deal for the development of hill mind. As regards 
bia academio !!tudies, he used to speak of them with lIOant 
r.pect, and, perhaps, rather unfairly. It is curious to 
remember that the two subjects which he thought had done 
moet to develop his mind were Paley's Euidenu.8 of Ohri&­
fiatt,icy and Euclid, both of whioh subjects are, I believe. now 
IUpemeded as being obsolete. He valued more than nny 
other honour the degree that was conferred on him here, and 
he spoke to me with pride and pleasure of w&lking, dressed 
In hia soarlet gown, arm and arm with Dr. Cartmell, the 
Ma.ater of hill old College .. 

Oharla Darwin to Emma Darwin. 

8uday. MOOR PA.n [probably IM9J. 

I am very 80rry to hear that you are heada.chy. A 
lOhem.e just came into my head, vi!.. th&t when I am back, 
that you should come here for a fortnight's hydropathy. 
Do you not think it might do you real good t I could get 
011 perfectly with the children. You might bring Etty 
with you. Think of this my own dearest wife. I wish 
)"00 knew how I value you; and what an inexpressible 
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bleMing it is to have one whom one can always trust, one 
alwa.ys the same, alwa.ys ready to give comfort, sympathy 
and the best &dvioo. God bless you, my dear, you are too 
good for me. Yeeterday I Was poorly: tbe Review and 
confounded Queen W&8 fpo much for me; but I got better 
in the evening and am very well to--day. I cannot walk fa.r 
yet; but I loiter for houn in the Park and amuse myee1f by 
watching the anti.: I have grea.t hopes I have found the ra.re 
sIa.ve-making 8pecies, and have sent ,. specimen to the 
British Muaeum to know whether it is 80. I bve got 80me 
more letters to write, though I wrote s.i.J:: 10ngiah ones yester~ 
day. So fa.rewell my beet and dea.rest of wives. C. D. 

During thee& years we had more than one governess. 
Our education, 88 far 88 book leaming W8B concerned, was 

:tg'! ":h~~oe;!t:~ ~~:~o~p:~n:~t~~o:t ~~ 
difterent governeseee we learnt nothing that Wall not good 

::re ~~u:~~~: d~~~!:'fnreill!.::~7~~: 
in a. letter of hers to her 80n Leonard wben .. sohoolboy, 
illustrates her point of view. She wrote of .. gOV6J'J1ef18 who 
had just taken .. situation, "I can never be thankful enough 
that Mrs - does not know a word of French or German, 
.80 that the poor little woman's shortcomings will not be 
perceived I trust." Her indillerence &8 to education con­
tinued. In 1888 she wrote: " Now I must write and decline 
subscribing to the Shaen memorial at Bedford College, but 
the fad is that I do not care about the higher education of 
women, though I ought to do 80." 

In 1859 the Origin oj Specie" was publisbed, and my 

~':!!s~ gl:y =t~!r hcl~nM:~tr~~~:g:r!\~ 
abeete. When the book was 6nally off his hands he went 
to the water-cure establishment at; DkIey and we followed 
on Oct. 17th. It was bitterly cold, he was extremely ill and 
lUftering, the lodgings were uncomfortable, and I look back 
upon it &8 a time of frozen misery. There was much excite­
ment over the letters which he received on its publication, 

~ko:':!:fi:1 :;!~ti:~~ i:'~ abow me Proie880r 

I The let.ter i. publi,hed in TAJ. _lid ~I of Olio,,- DlvIoi1l-
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In our childhood and youth she was not only einoore1y 
ftIIigioua.-thls she always was in the true seme of the word-

:: :Oif~ens=~~~~8. S~:~:dntth:~l~~ :~~ 
=h:n:rc:n~!i !:t~~h~~tE!:laung; w~ ~:ey~:ft; 
~:n ~~~h~h:~le~~~ ':~dh~~~~ish~=l; 
married life, to know that my father did not share her 
faith. She wrote two letters to him on the subject. He 
IJ)8&ks in his autobiography of "her beautiful letter to 
me, safely preserved, shortly alter our marriage." In this 
.. wrote: 

The state of mind that I wish to preserve with 1'68p6Ct 
to you, is to feel that while you are acting con8Cientiously 
ad einoere1y wishing and trying to learn the truth, you 
caonot be wrong; but there are BOrne :reasons that force 
taemselves upon me, and prevent my being always able 
&0 give myae1f this oornfort. I d&re8&y you have often 
thought of them before, but I will write down what h&8 
been in my head, knowing that my own dearest will indulge 
me. Your mind and time are full of the most intereeting 
IUbject8 and thoughts of the most absorbing kind, viz. fol­
lowing up your own discoveries, but whioh make it very 
difticult for you to avoid ea8ting out as interruptiOWl other 
IOIr1:4 of thoughts whioh have no relation to what you are 
pareuing, or to be able to give your whole attention to both 
Iidee of the question. 

There is another re&8OQ which would have a great effect 
GIl a woman, but I don't know wheth61' it would so much on 
• man. I mean E. [Erasmns], Wh068 understanding you 
laaVfl auch a vfJrY high opinion of and whom you have so 
DlU<lh affection for, ba.ving gone before you. Is it not likely 
to have made it easier to you and to have taken off some of 
that dread a.nd fea.r which the feeling of doubting first gives, 
and which I do not think an unreascnable or superstitions 
feeling 1 It sooms to me also that the line of your pursuits 
Dlay have led you to view chiefly the difficulties on one aide, 
and that you have not had time to corurider and study the 
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chain of diffioulties on the other, but I believe you do not 
consider your opinion &8 formed. May not the habit in 
scientifio pUl"Buita of believing nothing till it is proved, 
influence your mind too much in other things which cannot 
be proved in the same way, and which. if true, are likely to 
be above our comprehension 1 I should say also that there 
is 8. danger in giving up revelation which dOO8 not exist on 
the other side, that is the fear of ingratitude in casting off 
what has been done for your benefit, as well 88 for that of 
the world, and which ought to ma.ke you still more oa.reful, 
perhaps even fearful, leat you should not have taken all the 
pains you could to judge truly. I do not know whether this 
is arguing &8 if one aide were true and the other labe. which 
I meant to avoid, but I think not. I do Dot quite agree 
with you in what you once said, that luckily there were no 
doubts 88 to how one, ought to act. I think prayer is an 
instaoce to the contrary, in one 0886 it is 8. positive duty. 
and perhape not in the other. But I dal"e88.y you meant in 
actions whioh ooncern othera, and then I agree with you 
almost if not quite. I do not wish for any answer to all 
tbi&-it is a satisfaction to me to write it, and when I talk 
to you about it I cannot say exactly what I wish to lI8oy, and 
I know you will have patience with your own dea:r wife. 
Don't think that it is not my affair and that it does not.muoh 
signify to me. Everything that conceroe yon ooncerns me, 
and I ahould be moat unhappy if I thought we did not 
belong to each otheJ' for ever. I &Dl rather afr&id my own 
dear N. will think I have forgotten my promise not to 
bother him, but I am aure he loves me, and I cannot tell 
him how happy he makes me, a.nd how dearly I love him 
and thank him for all his allection, which makes the happi­
De88 of my life more and more every day . 

.And her aeoond letter ia: 

I cannot tell you the oompaaaion I have felt for aU your 
sufferings for these weeks past that you have had 80 many 
drawbacks, nor the gratitude I have felt for the cheerful 
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_ rJlootionate looks you have given me when I know you 
have been miserably uncomfortable. 

My heart has often boon too full to spea.k or tAke any 
DC\Ilioe. I am Bure you know I love you well enough to 
believe that I mind your sufferings, nearly 88 much as I 
IhonId my own, and I find the only relief to my own mind 
II to take it 88 from God's hand, and to try to believe 
that all aufiering Imd illness is meant to help u.s to eult 
ear minds and to look forward with hope to a future state. 
When I eee your p&tienoo, deep oompe.ea.ion for others, 
.zf-oommand. and aoove all gratitude for the smallest 
thing done to help you, I cannot help longing that these 
JIN'Cious feelings should be offered to Heaven for the sake 
01 your d&ily happiness. But I find it difficult enough in 
my own case. I often think of the words, "Thou shalt keep 
10m in perfect peace Wh08e mind is stayed on thee." It 
.. feeling and not reasoning that drives one to prayer. 1 feel 
preaumptuOUB in writingthia to you, 

1 feel in my inmost hea.rt your admira.ble qualities and 
feelings, and all I would hope is that you might d.ireot 
them upwards, &8 well as to one who values them above 
enrything in the world. I shall keep this by me till I 
feel cheerful and comfortable again about you, but it has 
paeeed through my mind often lately 80 I thought I would 
write it, partly to relieve my own mind. 

:Below are the :words: 

"God bless you. C. D. June, 1861." 

She apoke little to us about ber religious feelings. I 
remember once, when I was a girl, her telling me tbat she 
W often felt she oould only bear ber anxiety by saying a 
prayer for help. As years went on her beliBu must have .-uy changed, but she kept a sorrowful wish to believe 
more, and I know that it W8B an abiding sadneIIB to her that '*' faith was less vivid than it had been in her youth. It 
would however give a wrong impression, if it was thought 
tbr.t this overolouded her life. Her perloot unselfishness 
MId active goodness gave her root, peace and happineflS. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

lSI()-IS69 

A long illneM-The death of Charlotte Langton-Sc&rlet fever-A 
hUm&ne trap for animal.........catheriDe Darwin'. marriage-My 
father'. eontinu.al illnelll-The deathi of Catherine Langton 
&Ild Suaa.n Darwin-The Huxley ehildNn at Down-Goorge a 
II800nd Wrsr.ngler-A month in London-Elisabeth Wedgwood 
oomel to Down-Freshwate:r--Ify father'. aocide.ut out riding 
-ShNW.bury and Caerdoon. 

:: :tt ~ =th:r8:~~~;:'k!:: :b&~f· 
typhoid fever) Jaating with relapses from May. 1860, tdt 
MIdsummer, 1861. In July I was well eno~ to be moved 

:~::~a::e ~~IyQJ:tJ:.l f~~t~ fK)()~ A~ ai~\~~ 
relapse and gave her &8 muoh anxiety as ever. 

Oharlu Danoin 10 Au ,on WiUiam. 

H.uTrn:LD, MoMDy [Jwly 30, IS60]. 

Poor Etty will long be an innlid. but we are now too 
happy even at that poor prospect. Your letter haa amused 
U8 all extremely, and was read with ro&l'8 of laughter. 
Etty has not yet heard it; but you cannot think wbe.t a 
pIeaaure your letters are to her; they amuse and cheer her 
80 nioely. I Ih&ll copy your &COOunt of dialogue before 
the Bishop and send it to Hooker and Huxley. You may 
tell the gardener that I have seen an ant's neat in a tree, 
but it is r&re .. 

The Review by the Bishop of Oxford. and Owen in Jaat 
Qvamrly is worth looking at. I am splendidly quizzed. 
by a quotation from the Anti-Jaoobin. The naturalists are 
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.... ting about the Origin in N. America. even more than 
bere, as I 800 by the printed reports. 

My dear old fellow, 
Your affect. Father, 

C. DARWIN. 

Emma Darwin to Lady Lye1/,. 

DOWlf, BROKLBY, KENT,.A 119. 28 (1860] . 

• . . We have sent Frank to SMoot, and 8.8 yet he ha.s 
__ quite happy there. George is in the first olass, and a 
penon of some authority there, 80 he is 8. great protection. 
But I think boys are better than they used to be, and he is 
.are to be liked by the Illll8ters from his indllBtry and zeal. 
Qaarlee is too muoh given to anxiety, as you know, and his 
ftI'iona experiments this summer have boon a great bl6S8-
iDe to him, 80S be oan always interest himseU about them. 
At present he is treating Drosera jU8t like Ito living cree.ture, 
IIld I suppose he hopes to end in proving it to be an animal. 
I have also suooooded pretty well in tea.ohing myseU not to ,,'98 wa.y to despondency but live from day to day. We 
had the bad luck at Hartfield to fall into the hands of a. 
desponding medica.l man, and it really was a great injury 
to WI. We had a visit from Sir Henry Holland, who oheered. 
_ ag.m. and I fully believe his view is the true one. He 
... been 80 constantly kind, and taken 80 much trouble, that 
1M feel very grateful .. 

'!be entries in her little diary at this time aim08t all refor 
to me. One is "worked and knit," and that means I 
...... ked at a pink IUld whiw rug which she a.lways used at 

~= i:t!~~ndi'~fu<t!ep~~r:fuh~t~ti:~kJt!:~ =:. ::rth:dre;!n~ o~;-:Ob~f~ld ~~.~hl~b ~:C;:J 
bown f(K thirty-six years, did not look the same. 

In Maroh, 1861, Mrs Huxley and ber three little children 
-.e to Down for a. fortnight's rest. She was serioualy 
.... of bealth. and unable to recover from her grief at the 
~ 10as of ber eldeet little boy. My mother ba.rdly 

.01.. u. 12 
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knew her before, and this visit laid the foundation of their 
friendship. 

In June, 1861. we went to Torquay. and there I began to 

r:l~ll, !~dw~ ~o~~~~ !~:jo~ln:~thWe h:d 
our oustomary summer viaito1'8, Er&8DlU8 Darwin, and 
Hope, Hensleigh Wedgwood's youngest daughter. 

Towards the end of our time at Torquay m~ther 

~:J~ ,:~g~~ ,j!d e~:r(\:~ !~Lo::tuntte famil;~ 
all her married life. 

In the antumn of 1861 Charlotte La.ngton, whose health 
ha.d. for some time been breaking down, went to St Leona.rda, 

::~er sh:&8 dit~: a~i:~~ol:!.eatto th~ Ter o~U:!g :~ 
autumn. Fanny Allen wrote to Elizabeth: .. I daily feel 

~~e:dfCs::r~!~!e :J::~~~~iHU:r :~n~ ~d 
thoughtful look as I saw her on your terraoo, while we sat 
rOWld her chair, is ever present to me, and it is plea.sa.nt to 
dwell on it, for it W808 the same oountenance and expres· 
sion that has gone with her from her ohildhood, and has the 
stamp of an heavenly birth on it." 

of ~hJ~~:S:: ~~t~u.~hg!tl~&:n~ ~=,~~dd=bti~f 
t:L~:rt:::a ~ ~e;:;;'::' ~~e~:~~!r~rio~~ 
and Fanny Allen wrote that this would be her best solace. 
for "Emma of all others blends cheerfulness and con~ 

~la:~~eldC~~r lr=t:>tb ~::,~:a~: ~~:~~;.~ 
was to Ufl the 1088 of two houses which wore &!most second 
homes. 

1862 was a.nother year of anxiety and of illneas in the 
family. Leonard. then a boy of twelve. had soarlet fever 

=:s~a;~~~!; chtu~:!e~!e~:w~; r:: h~!hwr~h 
~~W!~ ~~~e~~d ~~e~::;~pro~~~~ cr=:: 
she caught the fever herseU and was very ill. Eventually. 
however, we all met at Bournemouth, very glad. to be once 
more a reunited family. 

About 1863 my mother worked very hard to bve some 
humane trap substituted for the cruel ateel trap in common 
use in game-preserving. She got the Bocidy {Of' 1M Prtven-
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Iitm oj Oruelly to A nimaz" to move in the matter I and a 
prise was offered for the invention of a trap which would be 
both good and humane. I am afraid, however, her effortll 
did but little direct good. No trap was invented which was 
PC)l'tr.:t?Ie, cheap, and effective. Indirectly. by stirring up 
tJaousht on the subject, some good, it may be hoped, was 
IIOOOmplished. 

~rve :ela~~~~e~:rit h::. e:~~~~~: ~:n~! nmemC. but I think it was sent either to the Timu or the 
8,-10" 

Sm, 
'ThOEle who sympathise with the suHerings of animala 

aut have felt great satisfaction at the warm interest 
which bas lately boon excited on the subject of vivisection. 

There is however a kind of suffering, infticted not in the 
0H8e of scionce but in that of amusement, whioh seems 
IIMI'ly forgotten. On every one of the great estates of this 
oountry steel traps are being industriously prepared and 
181; to catoh the vermin which invade man's privilege of 
kiI1ing the game. 

If we attempt to realize the pain felt by an animal when 
oaugbt, we must fancy wbat it would be to have a limb 
eruahed during a whole long night between the iron teeth 
1i • trap, and with the agony inoreaaed. by attempts to 
_pe. Few men could endure to watch for five minutes 
All animal thus struggling with a torn and mangled limb; 
,. OIl the well-preserved estates throughout the kingdom, 
tbGuaands of animals thm linger every night, probably for ..,t or ten bours. 

U it is held that it is degrading to our physiologists to 
Jaab, and to our medical students to witness, operations 
1IpOI1living animals under &nal8thetics, what ought it to be 
to the gamekeeper, who. night after night, prepa.ree and 
11M instruments of torture and goes to sleep knowing that, 
by his means, animals are suffering acute &gony until he 
... in the morning to release them by killing them 1 

He has however the consciousness that this is done for 
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his daily 1nMd. HiI JDMter doee not eee it done. Is the 
"'"J'OD8ibility thUII 10 olip _ tho _ , 

Nodoubt this ill the moet eft'eotu&J way of preeerving game; 
but I CMlII.Ot believe that Engliab gentlemen, who would 
not themileJ.ftI live ~ pain ~ aDy liviItg 0lMt.ure, 
and are eager to prevent brutality wherever they lee it, 
either on the pari of drown or ph~ will OOlltinue 
to allow even this motive to weigh agam.t lOch an amount 
ollluJIering. Yours, &<I., 

(B;gned) B. C. 

, ..... , 4/kn ., ,.., ...... 8lUabdlo IV «igIDoo4. 

[0aW0tr 7, 18f3.] 

Tc;mOl'l'Ow, I hear from one of Emma'. nice letters, 
C.tb:1 m.rriap takes p1I.ce. I wish they ml.1 bve II> 
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nnny day to cheer them. I have no doubt that both 
would prefer a quiet wedding~day, with no reminiscences 
to sadden either party, and the wedding taking plaoo now 
"at suit you all. . Think of Emma D. being. after long 
deliberation, on the aide of the Federals, whom I detest with 
aU the fire that is leCt me! their hypocrisy respecting slavery 
.. most odiOU8, and their treatment of the poor negroes 
atrociOU8. 

The following letter is written in a tiny band on a little 
sheet oC paper ar x 21·: 

Em1M Darwin to her "on Leonard at ~. 

DOWN, BROKLET, KENT, Nov. 13,1863. 
My DEAR LBNNY, 

You cannot write as small as this I know. It ia 
done with your orow~quill. Your last letter was not inter~ 
eeting, but very well spelt, which I care more about. 

We have a new horse on trial, very spirited and pleasant 
aod nice-looking, but I am afraid too cheap. Papa is muoh 
better than when Frank was here. We have some stamps 
for you; one Horace says is new Am. li cent. 

Begin your jerseys. 

Yours, my dear old man, 
E.D. 

My father continued wretchedly ill all through 1864, 

:!enour ~et!;~~b; ~:r~a~o~ :h~:!j~~ftt ~~~v:; 
.u. and she Cor not more than a day or two. When he was 
tolerably well I could now be leCt in charge for a short time. ::e T~toor~l~enti:Vt:e2'60~!~ ~!d:'Pbr: ~: 
~l Society. He has ~n much pleased, but I think the 
plMaantest part was the cordial feeling of his friends on the 
OOC&8ion. " 

On June 4th of this year Emma Allen died, leaving 
I'Mmy alone. the last survivor of her generation. 
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NM."{llM). 

I ... .., glad to reoeive your cIeR, ~ Jetter, 
-JiDI 70U would come aad .. u. I".. fib.in.IdDa how 
~h.....!d beoulylo_,...f ... ..u .. two 
in LoGdon, .. I do not feel ewy to leave Cb. for a night. 
be .. ., nbjeot. to ~ fainting feelinp. aod one never 
boWl wbeo ... r.ttaak may come 00. It.w be 'Iery nice 
,.. him to _ you 100 •..• 

)ly Da&.a BoDY. 
Do .. , 2'JMInMr { .... IHtI]. 

w .... do very ...u [wlthoot you] tID Boturday ; 
bleed, .. far .. I oao _. we mUlt:. Papa ia pretty trnll 
aDd Bonoe too. and wry uPP1 0Ter &be aIanua. wbich 
hi'" 11M ~ _. Aano io .boorbed In ahim. 
I haft 1- ... down to st-&le. to talk abolli poor 
people. FOIIIId them .. -... .. 10.16. 

I ... pel,... ... ODjoyiq,....u 00 ....... .. y dea,. 
I IiID p.d you 1M a bit IDOI'e of aunt I'aanJ Allen too. 
I ooIlod ~y OQ tho 8tepboaa. Hr 8. th.t .. only 
........ .-poet _ the yo"", Lubboob ahould DOt boo. 
__ ... bilUonIa. oood lin B. 0Iid her __ would 
_ lib to ___ , .. No. iDdood. they hod botte, 

do DO ..... thm,." 



My Father's Suffering Life 

Emma Darwin to her aun' Fanny Allen. 

[ProMoblyl866] • 

• . . I have taken .. little to gardening this summer, and 
I often felt Inrpriaod when I waa feeling ,ad enough how 
eIIeering a little exortion of that aort is. I also like outting 
IDd carving .mong the ahrube, but as my opinion ia dia­
..aicaUy opposite to the resb of my family, I don't have 
.,. own w&.y entirely in that matror ... 

Emma J)Qnqin 10 AI:¥' dGugltl6 H etlntUD. 

TA1Inday (8fP1 .• 18G6J • 

. . . In the morning Mr Bentham 1 oaUed from Holwood • 
., .... very llioe man. Papa came down for ten minutes. 
J walked him thro' the kitchen garden, &nd atarted bim 
that wa.y. and wa.a IKIrrY to think afterwards that I bad 
.....,. him dirootiona which would effectually prevent hi3 
Iadma bia ""y. I was glad I W'U in my now gown. Rage 
cia DOt look well in the .unshine. My new gown is respectable 
IIId b.ndsome . 

.. rs.::=:!!~ ~='g= ~b6~r:e~ 
&a.n Darwin. 

I George Benthatn. the wlIIlI.known bot&awt. 
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Po"",,.dikn 10 Mr.itu BliutJH14 wttdgtDood. 

Pelt. i. 1886. 

Yoare and Panay'. letten on Tueeday brought the 
intelligen06 that I expeoted of the (1_ of poor Cath.'8 

life. It bill! aaddened some hours of this week to me, 
and made me think over her character, wbich was .. very 
high one, aod her life W88 an abortive one with her high 
.. poo!tieo. 

I remember ber father ued. to job .bout Catll. ' ... great 
lOW "; what he spoke in jest abe had in earnest, but aome· 
hoW'it failed to work out her capabilities either for her own 
happiness or that of othen (perhaps), but thia I spea.k with 
nnoertainty. I have had another 8weet note from Caroline 
tbil evening, in which she -YB .. few people know her noble 
imd ezoellent qulitiee, eo true. with AiroDg atfeotiOWl And 
.ympathiea!' Sad, Md Sh!eWlbury I which ued to look 80 

bright and lUJUIy; tho08b I did .u-I the Dr .• good d .. l, 
...t,.t I ... bis kiDdneM-bo.t my nr.tun ... aad ia feuful. 

I have a very grateful remembra.noe of my aant Cath· 

~~~~;~d.:~~u:..~:::pas::an~ 
:.':1 tt:,thoid'ho: .~bury ~m:toin~:~ 
ha.nds. She had been her f.ther's favounte daught«. and 
... greatly beloved by her brothers and aiaten. On the 
death of her aiater Marianne, Mrs Parter. in 1858, Suaan. ha.d. ==.,::; ~:J!~ and niece, who tiYed with ber at 

In 1886 my f.ther's health W&fJ eomewhat better and we 
J*id more than ODe riait to LoDdon . 

Q~JI .&xn: &raft, 8..., [IS Apn1, ISMJ. 

)ly DJI48IUJ'l' AUlf'l' J!'.&lfNY. 
Oar 1Mt daY' here hue been 10 pIeMMlt r.bd 800-

oeaUul that 1 must write you a 8CJ'&p. 'The greatleat event 
WlWI that <llar. went lut nipt to the Bone at the Royal 
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Society, where assemble all the scientifio men in London. 
He saw every one of his old friends, and had such a oordial 
reception from them all as made it very pleasant. He was 
obliged to name himself to almost all of them, &8 his beard 
alters him 90 much. The President presented him to the 
Prince of Wales. There were only three presented, and he 
was the first. The Prince looked a nice good-natured youth, . 
and very gentlemanlike. He said something Charles could 
DOt hear, so he made the profoundest bow he could and 
~t on. His Dr, Bence Jones, was there, and received 
him with triumph, &8 well he might, it being his own doing. 
Ify event was neady &8 wonderful, going to soo Hamlet 
with Fechter. The acting was beautiful, but I should 
prefer anything to Shakespeare, I am &8hamed to say. 

Yee:terday Eliz. charitably went with me to see poor 
mad Mias P.l We liked the Matron much ... Dr B. J. is to 
do me some good 000. I am to drive every day, and Charles 

to ride I Good bye, my dear. this is but a &Ql'ap. 
Yours, E. D. 

Emma Darwin to her daughter Henrietta at aimia. 

{LoNDON]. May" [1866] . 

. . Now for news. Monday I drove about and did one 
tee. of pictures, which is staring unwholesome work, and did 
DOt mit either of our heads, &nd a little shopping. In the 
enning Aunt Eliz. and Carry picked me up for the Philhar­
monic. It waa our dear old G minor Mozart, and very 
eharming, and we used to play it quite fast enough (and 
'YWy well) and ga.ve it quite the right air. A Mlle Mehlig 
played the P. F. in Arabella (Goddard]'s atyle, but more 
beautifully, and I enjoyed it much. Singing hideous, 
1Il1e Sinico sang Vedrai Carino &9 slow &8 a Psalm. tune and 
.. loud 88 she could. Papa W88 pretty well done up, and 
the day before had IIOOI1 Grove and LyelL He had a nice 
evening with Uncle Ras, who has been so nioo and cordia), 
uking us to come again .. 

I A former governeu. 
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Emma DaMn 10 her riaag"",, HmridkJ. 

DOWlf, BtHsdoy. M-V 27&1 [1886J. 

I have just got youn to George. Wh&t an eoohanting 
place St Jean is. I am 80 glad you had the lack to hit 
upon it. Thllot is the aort of thing I &dm.ire more than any 
degree of Alps and _. 

I deep6tched a hamper of kittens yesterda.y. and &Dl not 
80lTY to be free of their meals, poor llttle doob. They 
would aU sleep in the mowing machine, and did Dot look 
clean, 80 I W&8 obliged to apologize for them. 

St Jean, bet' ideal of beauty, W88 • little fiBbing vi1.la.ge, 
west of Nice. On the evening of which I wrote. the fishing 
boats, with lateen sails of red and yellow, had come into 
the rooky harbottr, and sails, sea, and mountaine were lit 
by a 8UIl8et of UDUBOalspJendour. 

In the 8pring of 1867 my mother offered to t&ke charge 
of the seven children of Mt and Mre Huxley for a fortnight. 
Mrs Hox1ey wrote to me of my mother (January 2'. 190'): 

Towards your mother I always had a sort of nestling 
feeling. More than a.ny woman I ever knew, she oom/orled. 
Few, if any, would have housed a friend's seven ohildren 
and two nUl'86ll for .. fortnight, that the friend (myee1f) 
Bhould be able to aooompany her husband to Liverpool 
when he W&8 President of the British ASBOOiation: and in 
early days of oar acquaintance, just after we had loet our 
boy, abe begged me to oome to her and bring the three 
ohildren and n1U'88, and I should have the old nlll'fJ8rie8 ~t 
Down. I first wrote that I wa.a too weak and ill to be out 
of my home, that I could not get downataira till 1 o'clock. 
Her reply was, that that was the 'lIIJU8J. state of the family 
at Down, and labould juat. be following auit. Wha.t wonder 
that I baa for her alwaya the most grateful affection. 

I with, if you think St, that you would aet down tbese 
warda of mine in your book about her. I should like to 
acknowledge my debt of love to my dear friend. My heart 
is very full, and tean dim my eyea aa I write of her. 

________ roid ..... "'--"arl nlirr 
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Emma Darwin 14 her daugllJer Hsnrietla. 

DoWN', 8ultday [811mmer, 1861]. 

. I succeeded in going to Ravensboume, and it W8.8 

pleasa.nt. I took the Lancashire Wedding or Darwin 
ffIOt'Olized to read in the carriage. The moral is that it 
II not wise to give up a pretty, poor, healthy girl you love 
and many a siokly, rich, cross ono you don't ca.re for, 
which does not require a oonjuror to tell one. The story 
ought to have boon giving up a pretty, siok girl you love 
and marrying a hea.lthy one you don't oare for. It is too 
duD to give to the [village] library. I ha.ve got M1' 
Rogarlh's WiU, and find it too dull, so we ha.ve only Hep­
worth Dixon's America and old JeB&e'S George III., which is 
oomforta.ble enough. 

The books she mentions would be those then on hand for 
reading aloud. As a rule they liked one novel and one 
.noW! book, travels, memoirs, or something historical if 
not too stiff, for they were always chosen with a. view to 
l"Nting my fa.ther. 

Emma DaMn to her aunt Fanny AUen. 
[1867]. 

Ch&rlm's book is done a.nd he is enjoying leisure, tho' 
he is a very bad hand at tba.t. I wish he could smoke 
• pipe or rumrnaoo like a cow. Our Persian kitten from 
Paris is very charming and more confiding than a. common 
ODe. He is getting very big, but still insists upon sitting 
on my shoulder and smudging his fllOO against mine. 

Oha1'W Darwin to hi! IOn GW1'gs on Ills occaaion 
of hia being second wrangler. 

My nEAR OLD nLLOW, Dol'fll', JaR. 24tJ. [1868] 

. I am 80 pleased. I congratulaoo you with all my 
heart and soul. I aJwa.ys said from your early da.ys that 



188 A C~ ., F-.iIy LIIMn [ ....... m 

_ -.:T. __ ODd ....... ,.,... -ad be 
....... .-; .... I_apoMd_ ........ _ 
.. WI. AplD ODd ..... I ........... ,.,.. Bat 10u 
ba ....... my baDd _Il10 .. I .... budI7 writo. The 
....... pII_ ........... w.ba .. _ .. w. 
ODd ... ...,.. 
00d_,... . ..,._oId_1r-1IIo .. _ ... 

Y ... _-. 
OII.D_. 

_ DonoI ... '" ~ B--' 
o.-._["_ .• IIIJ. 

w. bad • !IIoo-t II1Iodade ,-.101111 tba ._ 
01 Leo ODd B ..... ,...,..-. 0-.'. _ ..... . 
__ oIir .. (]apbam. ' WriP1 bad ..... '-' 
.. iD _b ...... Be P" &be .... oat froID. &lie piat-
........ if .............. ...,. ODd ..... boII-looIioIoy ... d 
_ ...... 011 ...... Q-J'IIaI...... Leo ___ at 
II.- .. bio .... k. . . . WboD .... ...,. _ a_ O. in 
....... _ """" Oboy bad .................. ODd pia"", .. _fGr __ ...... -'~oI .... ..-... 
ODd piaOaIw. 
~ .............. _0Dd It "wry"""' ..... 1 __ .... _boo .. It..m __ mylllo. 

III ......... _01 .......... _II1Laadoe, .. _.... .....0Dd..,. ___ 1D_ __ $.~No ... ~_ )[y 

...... to. , Oft-WO. 

__ ..... __ w-.-. 

JIJ' Dad BuL. now., ~ rAp. t. ."j. 
1 ..... _,...,._CIoodoo~ 1_ 

Jo1ad .... q_ ODd poldDg about, ... d ......... -. 1..,.. ....... __ .u., ........ ~WIIIl--. ........... . ::....-:,:.=== ... ,~ .. o:,=. t....n . .. 



IlNlO-l869] Elizabeth .. Wedgwood at Down 189 

and walking in the new walk in the field. Your BerVants 
are charming, and I am so glad you have such a nioe eet. 
We had a pleasant party at luncheon on Sunday (Mrs Miles 
made such elega.nt luncheons I was quite proud of them); 
)fr Farrer and the Godfrey Luahingtonfl. There was une 
Iti8 bonne conver6ation. &8 poor Sismondi used to 8ay. Mr 
Farrer is very genial and a.greea.hle, and I liked. him for the 
cordiaJ &nd appreciative way in which he spoke of you. He 
olmed Fanny [hie: wife] to sing to Charlee, but he could 
not contrive it those last days; indeed I think his fondness 
for singing is pretty well merged into Natural Selection, etc. 
I dined over the way' (and Charles also) to meet Miss Cobbe 
and Miss Lloyd. Miss Cohbe was very agreeable, and told 
• good deal about Borrow. who lives close by her. He 
lives the same life among ragamuffins in London as he 
uaed to do in Spain. He was quite an unbeliever (a.nd is 
mIl) when he went ahout the Bible in Spain, and the book 
.gave ODe that impression. Good bye. my dear Eliz., I have 
much scrattle. 

n:::' y~ ~~&~tfn ~Xn'1<!r::e'!f !J1!;:;eh:, 
r.nd the bustle of the life was too much for her, so she wisely 
decided to enc;l her days near my mother, and henceforward 
lived in 8. ple&88.ot house in the village of Down. There she 
.pent the last twelve years of her life, happy with her 

~a::r D~:hb~~,T:I' ~:ft!d°t1 ~v=:t:'~~:~ 
ltant love and care. 

Emma Darwin to her aunt Fanny Allen. 

My DEAREST AUNT FANNY, DoWN, 8aJ. {186B]. 

Eliz. is so bent upon Tromer Lodge that I am sure 
abe will get it, and I think she will be very comfortable there. 
She will have 8. little too much noise from the blacksmith's 
forge and the school-children at play; but they are not 

1 At- the Hensle.igh \Vedgwoods' in Cumberla.nd Place. 
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uncheerful noises. She mw make an outlet from the 
nearest corner of her garden to get to us, which is much 
ehorter than the road; but J mean to try to persuade her to 
set up a bedroom and appurtenances bere, eo tha.t when she 
epends the evening she shall also 8leep here, and Dot have 
any conveyance of things. J enjoy the thougbts v~ much 
of ber eettling there. It is always interesting to flee how 
to make things comfcrtabJe. Then you must come &nd see 
her here, and I shall.eee all the more of you .. 

In 1868 we took ODe of Mrs Cameron's littJe houaes at 
Freebwe.ter for fri.x weeks. It waa a beautiful eummer, and 
we had a very entertaining time. Mrs CameroD, siater of 
Mrs Prinsep and the beautiful Lady SomeJ'8, and friend of 
Watts and Tennyson, was eociabIe and mOfrl; &mUlling, and 
put my father and Erasmus Darwin, who was with us, into 
great spirits. It was there ehe made her excellent photo-­
graph of my father, but the cnlyother two of our party 
ehe would take were our uncle Rae and my brother Horace. 
I wish she would have tried my mother, but she maintained 
no woman mw be photographed between the ages of 18 
and 70. 

TennysoD came several times to call on my parente, but 

i~e~d::at ~t1lo~~~o:t::d m&sfa:~~h:-!'la:o~~ 
Appleton, full of the wonden of table-turning, sfiritB and 

~:::S~ ~!pt:~~t;:,~lli!;~h~~~ hl!~~ 
dinner, by the light of a laothorn in the orcha.rd. 

OIta,/t8 Darwin to liN IOn H~. 

DUllBOLA LoDGE, Fausw.ATml, I su 0" WIGHT, 
My DKAB. HOBAOK, 2&" (J.uy. 1368). 

We do not know LeoI1&l'd'e addreu, and I must 
write to someone, else I ehalJ. burst with pleaeur8 at Leon&rd's 
1JUOOe8S.1 We 8&W the news yesterd&y, a.od no doubt you 
will have seen it. Is it not splendid t .. Everything is 

, He had oome ont aeoond in ~e Entruoe Examination for 
Woolwicl.. 
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paad; wbat a difference between the higbest and the lowest 
...... ber! By Jove bow well Ills pel'86veranoe and enecgy 
un been rewa.rded. Tbis is a very dull plaoe, but we lib 
• much bettec tban we did at first. I wiab you were coming 

My very dear old man, 
Your aflectionaie Father, 

C. D..u.wDi'. 

Emma DaM" to M3 au,," Fanny Alkn. 

DoW];, Wtd~ [A.,.n. 1868J. 

.. MnCameron very good-naturedly took me and Beaey 
to call on Mrs Tennyson. It W&8 pouring witb rain, and 
.. more it rained the slower we w&!ked, so wben we got 
there we left our dripping cloaks in the hal). 

HI' Tennyson brought in a bottle of light wine and gave 
_ each a gla.es to oorroot the wet. Mrs Tennyson is an 
.valid, &nd very pleasing and gracious. Mter Bitting a 
ftIIeOIlable time Tennyson came out with us and shewed us 
.u about. &nd one likes birn, and his absurd talk is a sort of 
6tation with Mrs Cameron. The only Tennysonian l!lpeecb 
... when he W88 talking of Ills new hoU8e; I asked where it 
..... and he &Il8wered haJIin joke " I .han'tteLI you whero," 
., telling that the lUwtra.Wl New wanted to eend an 
.niIJt to take him laying the first iItone. Charles llpent a 
"ffr1 ple&8ant hour with him the day before. We ended in 
• tDneport of affection with Mrs Cameron, Era.s. c&lling 
~ the at&in to her. " You have left eight pe.t'8ons deeply 
• love with you." I think. ahe W&8 fondest of Horace. The 
IIadonnal w ... often coming over, " Mn Cameron'a love 
aod would Horaoe come over '" She wanted him to pack 
pbotoo, ...... . 

Thie autumn w ... one of unusual aociability. Tbere were 

r::~t.1d~ ~ frib~ds ma:ct r::::~ta~: ~f: 
l Kn Ca.meron'. pretty maid, who oft.en ... t fOl' bu. 



EfItMa Dana,. 10 ler d,atlflhW BmritJIta. 

Do"' •• Pridar (probably DK .• 1868]. 

The POIIDY ReodinjJ djd ve.y ...u Jut nigh.. W. had 
three dreadful oomic sonp, not vulgar, but duller than 
anything ever W&8 beard. Frank and I played twice. 
Our two black sheep. whom I hate the sight of. little Rob. 
and Mrs S. were there, Uld the two yellow 8heep (Mie8 X.'a) 
aleo. . .. We have been talking about WaJea to Papa, and 
a hotlllO that may be to be bad. I think poor F. eeema 
to feel &8 if tbe fatee would have it 80, and I Ihould the 
_ MltUpIe about it &8 I am lure he would enjoy it 130 

m~not that he hu agreed, but we haYe looked at 
tbe map. &c. Leo and Horace a.re very crazy on the 
tabeme. Goodbye: ml dear, I moat go out in a gleam 
of......". ... . 

, ..... Au.. .. ,.., ,...,...... 11_ DaM .. 

v-. lSQ [18&8]. 

Your letter. my dear Heorietta, gave me gre.t. pjeaeuro 
to-day. I .... IIU'e you would not. forpt me and yet the 
.. booJdag" of \h. tim. gi"''' a oed.&inty" to it, that is very 
p1eauat. M IUIlJ' da,. .. you. oao .wfa1ly lpare the 



Fanny Alkn's Politics '93 
Mtt« for me. I could not get up an .. entertainment" 
If I were to try. but I will give you a good ae1ection of 
boob, even some heretical OOCS, and I will try to give you 
• more just opinion of my political hero John Bright. 
I W&II in great fear when I opened the Star this morning 
IIld I&W the list, and did not catch the name I wanted to 
..... Cabinet Minister, that Gladstone had fOf'IJWom faith 
IDd gratitude and left him out; but I waa 800n relieved 
from this fear, and I eheJl hope that the master epirit of 
England will find its place even in that den. I am sorry 
that Beale is not in Parliament, but I hope he may still do 
'better work out of it for bringing in the ballot. I will not 
frighten you with more now. 

You seem to have a very disturbed. church at Down, 
aDd you bad better call in Mr Gladstone to dieendow it. 
Give my choicest love to your mother and father, and 
thanks, with beet love to yonrae1f, my dear little one, for 
thinking of me. Elhabeth C&DJlot find envelopes enough 
in her box and my drawer for the eager demands "imme­
diate" of her clients for help. 

Affectiooat.ely 10111'11, 
F. A.t.L.N. 

_~t Thnb~e J~m!:be: he;: ~~lr~,~~p~t 
ADd 10 ettong that ehe would stand for an hour before the 
Ire reading the newspaper. Her talk was full of vigour 
tiIIId point. I have an inscription in a copy of Bums ehe 

t~o':~,to w:ndinr: ~::r~ ~e;nJ:k.-~h:~Sh:::: 
eI tome kind, but she took nothing between breakfast and 
4IDoer. I may mention that these dinn6r8 were ~me1y 
.,00. Her cook, Betsy, had nominally the wage of -£12 a 
JIIU". She bad at one time asked for a rise in her wap, 
.. Aunt Fanny had decwvely said ehe bad never given 
__ than !l2 and ehe never would,-Betey might go. 

f;t~~ ~=in~T:1~dF!:?8~~~ :h e: ~ a: ~d~~:te~~~~ri;:~har~~ ~ 
uaal. Tb.ie waa kept a secret from Aunt Fanny till ber 

't'OL. lL 13 
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dea.th. Her lIutrOundinga were delightful-the little low 

:hi~el h~: ::3 trele1I=l~;oo:Je!~~:e: ~~ 
o~them IIhrubll, and peeps of the ~ue 86& beyond. 

Fanny Allen .1o Mr ~nka HmtWtta Danoin. 

B:UWOOD MN_, J....,., 8tA [J869]. 

Harry, like you, tried in the evening to make me a convert 
to your beloved Tennyson with no great reauit, either of you. 
I am going on with my reading of Shakespeare'll historical 
playa, and yesterday I came on the murder of Humphrey, 
Duke of Gloster, and the death of Beaufort; and Tennyson'lI 
.. bland and mild " Shakespeare grated like gravel between 
my teeth-one, who could 80 m6&ll1ll'6 BUoh a gen.iWl has no 
wings to lIOar into the higher regioD.II of poetry; he must 
con1«lt hiIruIeIf to write BUch things as LockBky Hall. 

Emma DaMn. to her aunt Fanny A.Ucm. 

My DEAR AUNT FA.lOfY, JlOltday,l!tb. 8 {18119]. 

You were quite right in telling me I should like 
Bunaen if I persevered. What an angelio nature he had, and 
how luoky he Wa.I! to have a wife quite as high and IIpiritually 
minded as h.imaelf, and his 110M and daughters seem a.ll to 
have been made of the II&Dle stuff. It ill consoling to .read 
lIuoh an inteIlll8ly happy life as his was from beginning to 
end. I believe it was his chua.oter, and not his talenm, 
which made him 110 looked up to. I cannot eee any talent 
in hi8 letters and, when he talk:s of his own views and aimII, 
he ill BO hazy and unolear that I have never been able to 
fathom what his partioula.r aim ADd study was. I &hall be 
quite aony to finish the book, and it does one good to enter 
into llooh a mind .... 

Yours, my dean:et Aunt F., 
Ex. D. 
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ol~!~~~ !~b~~:;::u~!omn!p:,~9~d~~ 
him aeriously. It was a. great misfortune. for Tommy was 
.oon collBidered to be unsafe for him to ride, a.nd he never 
.tterwards found a. quite suitable horse. We all regretted. 
Tommy, for he was not only perfectly quiet but brisk and 

~;~t :!~::~:J::::merat Caerdoon, in North 
Wales. and stayed a night in Shrewsbury on our way there. 
We visited ml father's old home. the Mount, and were aooom· 

~a:~!a!t ~wne.ll ~~ess~b:t ~h~~:b: !~ef:tll~~ 
deep dis&ppointment &8 he said, "If I could have been left 
alone in that greenhouse for five minutes, I know I should 

=~ h~J~~o te::~~:e~~ .. his whee1-chair as vividly 
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CHAP1'ER XlV 

1170--1871 

I'M DowAt f1I/ M---.Polly tbe Ur.hud-TH PraD.·GermIoll War 

~:~~~Y;-=.:nD~~;;o=';en~! 
Coll .... 

Ix January, 1870, I went to Cannee. Fanny Allen wrote 

~:~~:~~:'~.=~::e~~~t~~ 
to all points of the oomp888 in IIOOh weather I But in reality 
at their age. if I had had their power, I should have done the 
same. I DOW only wonder a.t the progress of kindness and 
!b~~.r,arente· part that a.id their children in 

Whilst I was abroad the proof-eheeta of Tlat lJucenJ oj 
J/an were I!eIlt out to me to read. !ru mother wrote to me 

~~~b~ :~b1ia=~ ~~ I~!:cb 88 ~ryp~~~~ 
furt.her off." To ahow bow deligbtfully my father ~ any 
beI~ hit children gave him, I give two lettera be wrote to me, 

:!.t ~~~ ~ c:~=a::t: t~t ;!:. proportion to the 

Oltariu Danoin 10 Ail daugl/,er HenrieIIJa . 

My DlU.B H., 8prittf. 1870. 

I have worked. tbrough (and it is hard work), haJf of 
the 2nd chapter on mind. and your oorrectioDB and aug­
gmtiona are~. I have adopted the greater number, 
and I am sure that they are very great improvements. Some 
of the transpoBitiOllJ are most jut. You have done me 
real eervicej bot, by Jove, how bard you must have worked, 
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ad how thoroughly you have Il1Mtered my MS. I am 
pa..d with this chapter now that. it oomee fresh to me. 

Your aJrectionate, and admiring and obedient father, 
C.D. 

All this ia 88 clear &8 da.ylight. Your plan of putting 
oornctions saves me a. world of trouble, by jUl!lt &8 muoh &I 

" llliust have cauaed you. N.B. You caR write, I see, • 
,mectly clear hand, M in all the oorrections. 

Emma Danoin to Mr da1lfl~ HenridJa. 

DOWK. Bal., J/.(V. 19 (1870] . 

. F. ia wonderfully set up by London, but 80 absorbed 
about work and all soria of things that I sba.ll foroo 
Itim olf somewbere before very long. F. Galton's experi­
-.enw1 .bout ra.bbits (viz. injecting blaok 1'8obbit's blood into 
F1 and v.:u verBa) are failing, whioh is a dreadful disap­
pointment to them both. F. Galton said he was quite 
lick with anxiety till the rabbits' ~J&ta were over, 
aDd now one naughty crea.ture ate up her infants and the 
o&her bu perfectly commonplace ones. He wishes this 
a:periment to be kept quite secret as he mea.na to go on, 
aDd be thinks he Bhall be 80 laughed at., ao don't mention. 
POOl' Bobby is better ~day and has eaten a little. He 
Ioobd 80 human, lying under a. ooat with his head on a. 
JIiIlow. and one just perceived tho coot move a little bit 
0fW his tail if you spoke to him . 

.. Bob" waa: the hal1-bred Newfoundland who used to 
pat on his " hot-house face "a of despair when delayed in 
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d.&rtiDg for his walk by my father's ItoVon: to look at 

~= ::J:ue h~U:~~~ f:~'~' Aft!i:! 
p.~~ :a! :i3 Im=h:~UI-!.th;ol~ 0:,,1::: :.teI 
think &he has taken it into her head that F. is a vety ~ 

~si.y S~hia C::1e.~o:! :'~=verm:;d~. 
She lies upon him whenever abe can, and licks his haDd8 80 

constantly as to be quite troublesome. I have to drag her 
6way at night, and she yelps and aqneab lOme time in 
Anne's room before she makes up her mind to it." 

And later in the year: .. Polly haa bad a great deal to 
aufter in her mind from the tquirrels. and sits trembling in 
the window watching them by the hour going backwards and 
fonvards from the walnut to the beds whem they bide their 
treasorea. " 

~n~:!\~~,8~t:Y: ~tf;:: ~'U~ 
exaggerated, for she was more remarkable for bea.uty of 
character than form. 

Emma Danot:A 10 Mr au", Fanny Alia. 

BUDT, SoUTIUKPTOlf (A., .. 18701. 

We a.re very comfortable here with William in hie little 
villa, whiCh is cheerlul thougb cockneyish. . .. We talk 
and read of nothing but the war. I think L. Napoleon's 
fate might make a tragedy if he waa not IRlCh 8. prosaio 
eha.racter himself. I can't help hoping that when he is 
.ldcked out-which must happen aoon-PnDBia may be 
penmaded to make peace. What an enormOIllS oollapee it 
is of 80 nation tumbling headlong into such a war, without a 
notion of what the enemy wu capable of. Leo tells WI that 
almoet an the Woolwich young men are "French," tho' he 
owns it is chie8y beoa1l8e they long for war, and they think 
that more likely if JI'ranoe wine. Leo himself is • staunch 
PruNian. Cha.rIee is very comf. here, and manages to be 
idle, and get.e through the day with abort walka a.nd rides. 
I ha.ve been reading Lanfrey's memoirs of Napoleon I. It 
is refreehiog to read & Frenchman's book who caree nothing 



~#o.L~.t~ 
g-~­

tt..-~?;~ 
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for la gloiH, and it mUes one aahamed of Lom. Philippe 
for giving in to ancb bMeDe. .. briuging the body from 
at Helena ODd m&king • "'" 01 Mint 01 him. I ,hou1d like 
to know what impl'MBion the book man. in FraDoe. Some 
people (F. Galton) are of opinion that truth or feJaehood in 
• nation iI!I merely & question of geography, and that the 
nat.iom who have not got the article do pretty weD without 
it. I think France ahOWll the oontnry. There is no national 
value for tnlth. and N.poleon I em played the most elaborate 
syatem of lies by means of Fouche to gain hie en~the 
letters are DOW extant .... 

I(J""tI ..film 10 Aer grMt-meu HtJaridta DaM •. 

Un-WOOD. TB»BT, D«s. BfA [1870]. 

I mm send you • barren letter, my dear Henrietta, 
ooept of lov8. to thank you for your moat pluaaot letter of 
1aet week. A visit from you would give me pure joy when~ 
ever the time comes that you haft leisure; and that you 
have an inclination to come filla me with gratitude and even 
some surprise, ae age is not attractive, as the old IODI goes, 
., (ll'I,bbed age and youth "-and yet I am checked by the 
recollection of the reoeption and p1eaea.nt time (too abort) 
that I pa.eeed at Down this autumn. [What harm] la gloire 
bu done to pool' Franoe. I can lCal'Cely bear to read. het 
disasten, and it makea me hate the Germans, who are 
waIIowiDg in her oIA"8hter. Oh. that • ~ .. old hit 
Biomarok. ••• 

I am aurprised also, sa you, at Snow's "low view .. of the 
Eutern Q., DOW happily settled; ahe hal been led astray, as 
Lord Palmenton BaYS 110 many are, by analogiea. I believe 
I ehould be with her as to private engagemente, that is 
between man and woman, which stands on a different 
footing to that of all other. beoauae the fulfilmeot might 
oaoee the miaery of the two. Francie Homer. who was 
called "Cat.o" by his intima.tea. maint.ained that that en· 
gagement should &Iso be considered inviolate-but between 
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nation and nation I should have thought DO one could have 
doubted. 

God bless you, my dea.r Henrietta. 
My warmest of loves for the" beloved Emma," whom 

you have the pleasure of calling mother, a.nd to your daddy 
ftIIIJOOflully, and love to Bessy. 

Affectionately yours, 
FluNs. ALl.J:N. 

In the years when we were growing up, I believe my 

k:%~ S:d!~ ~U::::m~os~h~a.dS :e&: :tu: 
any invitation from the neighbours tha.t involved using the 
earri&ge on that day, and it was a question in her own mind 
whether she might rightly embroider, knit, or play patience. 
The following was found amongst her papers: 

On 1M &ide oj abstaining Jrom On the, Bilk oJ doing 118 yO'U 
tDlaal othe,r people. think thinl: right, without con.-
wrong, lho' you do 1£01. &idering llu opinion oJ 

others. 

The fear of loosening their 
hold on the 8&DctioilS of re­
Jision with respect to what 
ill really wrong. 

They probably do not sep­
..... te the breaking of the 
ceremonial observances of 
Sunday from reaI sins. 

The sincerity of showing 
yourself &8 you really are. 

The real good it would do 
the world not to have arti-
ficialsins . 

YOul' opinion that England 
would be morally the better 
for 80me amusements on 
Sunda.y. 

Whether the servants know 
you as you a.re and do not 
take your opiIUons as any 
guide for theirs - whether 
they learn toleration in sbort. 

All this only applies to my 
own doings, 88 I do not feel 
at all sure enough in any way 
to interfere witb the pleasures 
of sons of the age of mine. 
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B'mma Donoi. &0 IMr ",,", F4'" Au,.. 

no .... TMwMar [P •. , 1871 ). 

. I feel .. oon.etaoUy :recurring 86DIIe of reIisf th&t the 
war ill Ovtl' . We hea.r of French f.miliee retumiDg lot once. 
They ... y poor Mme. Tourgenieff ill in great despair at the 
ODd of • ...-ythiDg. 

I oame to high words with one of our ~ . .. German. 
Be __ very """ •• the goooralleeUng in Eug1aDd 10' 
J'rauoe. However, we each .pit oar Ipte, and then made 
poaoe .•.. 

Charla DanniA 10 Ail d411gAUr H~. 

My DB,iA HmnwrrrA, DoWN, .J(cnA 28, 1871. 

I do not know whether you have beea told that 
Harray reprinted 2,000 (of The ~ of JI"A], m&king 
lobe edition 4.,300, and I ahall receive £1.'70 for it. That 
is .. fine big awn. The oorreot;i0D8 were £12811 Altogether 
the book, I think, ae yet. hae been very suooeesfal, and I 
have been hardly at all .hUlled. SevenJ. reviewers speak 
of the lucid, vigorous style. &C. Now I know how much 
I owe to you in this reepeot. which includes arrangement, 
not to mention still more important &ide in tohe reuoning. 
Therefore I wiah to give you BOme little memorial, ooeting 
.bout 26 01' t30. to keep in memory of the book, over which 
you took soob i.m.men8e trouble. I b. V8 oonaulted llamma, 
but we Q8IlIlot think what you would lib, a.nd abe, with her 
aocuetomed wiadom, adriled me to lay lobe c--., before you 
and let you decide how you lib. 

I ..... '-" pally in~ by .he """"d article in 
the 8_, ODd by waUaoe', long _ in the Aoodemy. 
I _ I have had no inBuenoe on him, Uld his Re .... has 
bad hardly any on me. 

We 80 to London on April 1st for a few da,.. in order 
that I lIl6y viait and ocmsalt Rejlander about Pbotogra.phs 
on Exprellion. I think I ahall make an intere.ting little 
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YOl. on the subject. By the way I have had hardly any 
letters about the DucerU worth keeping for you, excepting 
me from a. Welshman, abusing me 88 an old Ape with a 
hairy fa.oe and thick skull. We shall be heartily glad to 
tII8 you home again. Good~bye, my very dear ooadjutor 
aDd fellow·la.bourer. 

Your affectionate Father, 
CR. DARWIN. 

[6, QumlN AIm!: STRElIT, Jla""M, 1871.) 
DEAR HENRUTTB, 

I was thinking of sending a. scolding cm when 
your note pacified me. Your news is not very obeerful, 
everyone ill, and I hope London will have a good effect 
IlJlOD; your constitutions. Olivier has not lUI yet sent hiB 
remedies [concert tickets]. 

I have been reading Walla.oe in the Academy,1 &Dd it 
Ie8IDB to me there is a. good deal to &D8Wer in it if possible. 
I think the way he canies on controversy is perfectly 
beautiful, &Dd in future histories of science the Wa.lJa.ce.. 
Darwin episode will form one of the few bright points 
among rival claim&Dte .. 

Eraamt/4 "Damn to niB niece Henrietta Darwin. 

[6, QUlmN AlOnc STB.ElCT, April, 1871.] 
D:J:AR H&NRIETTB, 

I enclose you Lady Bell's note, and you will see that 
YOtlf'B was not thrown away. I ought to have sent it before, 
but ha.ve been rather sick and miserable, and paper and 
tIlvelopes are very lowering to the system. 

The world looks very b1.ack, for after Monda.y next 
there won't be a single day without ita pleasure, what 
with the Royal Aca.demy and what with the International. 

I A review of TIM D"~ t)f M(IJIo. 
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It is quite refreabing to think of yon and Hope, immersed 
in Geometry and inditIereot to the cares of poor, weak 
mOO'lals. E.A.D. 

In June, 1871, I 'boo&me engaged to Mr. R. B. Litchfield. 

Emma Darwin to her ,iller Elizabeth Wedgwood. 

H4lUlDENK, AUI'UlI.Y, GUILDJ'ORD, BU'Itllay [July, 1871]. 

We were thankfu1 to have Henrietta as courier for the 
last time, as Charles was 80 giddy and bad at Croydon I 
cowd not leave him. When. we got out at Gomehall, 
&ther, who was in another ca.rriage with the kittens, was 
not forthcoming, as her part of the train had been detached 
at Red Hill and she had gone oft into space. But she 
managed well, got out a.t Tunbridge, and ahe and the kittens 
appeared about 6 o'cloak very jolly, as if they bad dC?ne a 
fine thing. 

I was married on the 31st August, and the following 
letters are to me on my wedding tour: 

Clarlu Darwin to !au rlavg/al8r HenrieUa .LiIcAjkld. 

M.y DBABBST ET'l'Y. DOWN, 8ept. 4, 1871. 

I must write to 8&y bow much yOUl' nice and &ffeo-­
tionate letter from Dover baa pleased me. From your earliest 
years you have given me 80 much pleasure and happiness 
that you well deserve all tbe happiness that is possible in 
retorn; and I do believe that you a.re in the right way for 
obtaining it. I was a favourite of yours before the time 
when you can remembel'. How well I can eaU to mind 
bow proud I was wben at Shrewshury. after an abeenoe of 
a week or fortnight, you would come and sit on my knee, 
and there you sat for a long time, looking .. eo1emn as a 
little judge.-Wen. it is an awful and astounding fact tbat 
yon a.re manied; and I shall .miss you sadly. But there 
is no belp for that, and I have ha.d my day and a happy 
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.. , notwithstanding my stomach; and this I owe aJmost 
-"irely to our dear old mother, who, &8 you know well, is 
.. good as twice refined gold. Keep her &8 an example 
before your eyes, and then Litchfield will in future years 
.... orship and not only love you, as I worship our dear old 
mother. Farewell, my dear Etty. I shall not look at you 
... really married woman until you are in your own house. 
It is the furniture which does the job. Farewell, 

Your a1Ieotion&te Father, 
CHARLES DARWIN. 

Emma Damn to her daughter Henridta LikhjieJd. 

My DlU.RltST BODY, ~ E-t., [8/lPL, 1871]. 

It is very pleasant to feel well again after my three 
clays' poorliness, and I can't think what took me. It was 
not good Mr and Mrs Rowland, &8 F. of course put it down 
to (tho' he is dreadfully deaf). If I don't get my head 
turned &nlongst you aU it will be a wonder; but I feel it like 
B. ma.king me out to be 80 very ill always, only .. proof of 
til &flection, and therefore he does not suooeed in making 
me think. myself IJO very sick 01' 80 very good. On Monda.y 
bight Horace came very jolly and well. He haa been down 
to the VenerableP.,l whoiB still be.d (send him some message, 
for I think your wedding finished him up). Poor little 
Cinder [kitten] ha.s been lost for two da.ys. It ca.used a. 
bunt of indignation thto' the house; Jane was sure she 
was starved, Mrs Te.aker turned her out at night, &c. 
However, she was found safe at John Lewis's; and now the 
evil tongue takes another direction, viz. that the L. 's 
meant to keep her, and eo did not tell when enquiries were 
made .. 

Wednesday morning. Jane is in bed with lumbago and 
fainting, and I am sure is in for an illness, but Mrs EV&nB 

thinkB it a capital joke a.nd does all the work. . The B. 's 

I PanloW'. the old butler, thWl ineorreotly nioknamed from tbe 
Aced P. in Q"eaJ E~Wrw. 
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[called] on Friday-Mn B. found it alm08t too tiresome 
to uk anything .. bout your ma.rri&ge, 80 I soon spared 
her and got on her own afI&irs, &Dd I like her in Apite of 

Emma DaM" to Mr davg_ HtnridIa LikA:JI6d. 
8utW1ar E_i", [SIP' .• 1871] . 

. . . Leo haa been going over the Jooh paaa and tbe Aletsch 
glacier, sleeping &t .. hut 10,000 feet &hove the sea. I 
euppoee boys enjoy such things. but I Ahould havtl thought 
it borrid, such .. piarcing high wind, he could not stop a. 
minute to look about him. 

I .. m taking to acme of the at Benve Cat&8eriu, and find 
them very pleasant, especially anything .. bout the time of 
Louis nv aJ:w .. ys &mU8e& me. . Mr - a.nd A. called. 
A. never knows when to have done with anything. She got 
upon 8t Moritz &n.d was quite endleaa. Now nobody can 
8&y tht of me. 

The following letters refer to a delightful welcome the 

~:t!:f :::ne~ 'o':nd~:man~n bd w:~' th~ 
ever since ita foundation with continuous zeal. The 
wOOding gift of the College, a picture by Ma.ooaU.um, W&8 

preeented to us, and F. D. M .. urloe made the Apeooh of the 
evening. 

Ow'" IJGnci" 10 '"' <14"9""'" H.- LiIdoJWd. 
My DlIAllB8!! ETTY, N~. 1871. 

We were all 110 rejoioed yeeterda.y; and wblrot a very 
good girl you were to 1t'l'it.e 111110 long .. letter. We have 
been aU profoundly inteteeted and touched by your aooount. 
Pray tell Litoh.6eJd how much I have been pleaeed, and more 
than pleued. by what he said about me. When the address 
and your letter had been read the 6.rst thought whioh passed 
through my mind was "What a grand C&reer he h .. ran,"­
but I hope his career is very fllot from ftniahed. I congratu-
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late you with all my heart at baving 80 noble a husband. 
What an admirable address, and how well written. Even 
YOU, Miss Rhadamanthus,l could not have improved a 
word. It is &8 superior to all ordinary addreaeee, as one of 
the old Buccaneer voyages are to modern travels. Good­
bye, dearest; keep quiet. Good-bye. 

Yours aBect., 
C. DABWIN. 

Oha,lu DaMn to hi" 3tm Horau. 

6, QUUN ANNB STUlCT, 
Friday Mtn'RH4g. 8.30 J..K. [Dee. 16, 1871]. 

Mv DEAR HORACE, 
We are 80 rejoioed, for we hAve just had a card from 

that good George in Cambridge saying that you are all 
right and sale through the accursed Little Go. I am 80 

pad. and now you can follow the bent of your talents and 
work 8.8 hard at Mathematics a.nd Science as your health 
will permit. I have been speculating last night what makes 
• man A discoverer of undiscovered things; and a most 
perpleDng problem it is. Many men who are very clever 
-much cleverer than the WscovereI'&-never originate any­
thing. AB far as I can conjecture the art consi..sta in 
habitually searching for the CAuses and meaning of every­
thing which OOOUf'8. This implies sharp observation, and 
Nqnires as much knowledge &!I poaaible of the subject 
investigated. But why I write all this now I hardly know 
~cept out of the fulneas of my heart; for I do rejoice 
hee.rtily that you have passed this Charybdis. 

Your affectionate Father. 
C. DARWIN. 

I Rhadamauthul Minor .,,li0ii a niokname Mr HlUley gave me. li! 
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CJlAPl'ER XV 

1811-1878 

n.~oflN~TbeWo~Men·.Collepwallting 

~S~~~-~~t..::dD~!~~ 
New Ze&land-Vivt.eciioo-The death of Fanny AIlen--Experi­
lDIIIlU on Teu&eL 

Oian.. »oM_", AM ~"'" H_~. 

IIr D.All E>rrr. Dowx, 11., II, l'S72. 

Litchfield's remarks atl'ike me (ignorant aa I am) 
.. 'ftfI'1 good; anet I ahould muoh like to i.neert them. 
But I CaDDot po.ubly give them &8 my own. I ueed at 
achool to be .. great band at cnobing old venea, and I 
remember with fearful Wstioot:n .. Dr Butler'. prolonged 
hum. .. be It&red. at me, which B&id .. hOO of unpleas&nt 
thiDp with all much meaning and clearneee as Herbert 
8penoer could deville. Now if I publJah L:. remarks 88 

my own, I ehall aiw&ya f&DO)' that the pnblie are hamming 
at me. Would L. object to my beginning with lOme such 
Mltelloo .. follows' .. Kr Litchfield, who bae long ltudied 
malic. baa given me the following remarks," and then give 
the remarks in inverted cODllDaa. 

L. W88 quite right about there being .. good deat of 
repetition, a.nd two or three pages can be condenaed into 
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ODe. The disoU88ion does not read 80 a.trocioualy bad, or 
inanely poor aa I ha.d fanoied; but that ie the highest 
praUIe which can be bestowed on my part. 

YOUl'lla.ffectioll&tely, 
C. DAllWlJ.(. 

g"""" Dam" 10 Mr G.'" Fa""y ..flkn.. 

DoW1f, 811ll'rday [prob.bly 1872]. 

. . Leona.rd is bringing a. young man from Chatham 
tcH:Iay with the aa&uranoe that we .hall hate him. Frank 
;. a1ao bringing & friend who is very nioe. But I don't fool 
at eaeo in the company of young men and feel out of my 
eIemeot. F&nny Henaleigh delivered me your message that 
J " ... a. wise woman eettled. on a. rook, and Charles doairt» 
.., to 8&y that it is he deaerves tha.t credit (viz. of staying 
at home) and not me, that I h&ve plenty of gad·about in me. 

The following is written after the firat anniversary of our 
_ding-day, 

Emma Danoi-,. 10 R. B. LtkAfitid. 

)ly OJIIAll RIOlURJ), Wfd-ooy [8/1pt •• 1872J. 

It 11'88 very nice of you to write to me. Although 
we Wedgwoods are 80 bad about anniversariefJ, I should 
..... thought of the 31sl;. There are 80 many sad things 
10 t.bink of, that I oft.en feel, .. Well, there are two belonging 
to IDe Wh086 happinees it is a comfort to think of .... " I 
.. glad you are reading Plato, Q8 you will be &ble to tell 
IDe .... hether I could endure My of it; I have &111'&18 ba.d 
lOIDe curiosity to know something &bout tho ancients. 

Yours affectionately, my dear Richa.rd, 
E. D.lBWIl'f. 

" 
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Emma Darwin kI Mr aunl Fa",,!! AIleA. 

DoWll'. TWIdoy ['7 8¥. 1872]. 

yesterday 3 80DI went in diBeren& directiODll &0 look for 
.. houee for 111, as I have penuaded Charles to leave home 
for .. few weeks. The microeoope work be b.u been doing 
with ,un<iew baa proved fatiguing and DDwholeeome, and 
he OWDI &hat be mDlt have reet.. Horace came home the 
fortunate one,like the yotmgf18t brother in a fairy tale. He 
hu found nice lodginge on 8evenoab Common. which is 
1lDOOlDlDOnly pretty, and tbere is Knole Park, too, 01086 a.t 
hand . . 

What an afteoting and natural letter poor Jenny'sl was. 
There is hardly a pang in life eo &harp ae ben; but she 
.bowed 110 plainly that ,be was exerting beJBe1f to the 
utmoat to bear up. I was IUl]lrieed ,he could think of tbe 
new baby as any cooaolation. It will be the best coosoIa,.. 
tion no doubt; but at first abe will feel that DO baby will 
make up in any degree for the right one. 

ca!~:!rn't:f :u!~b: ~~f::: :!erS:U~O:-:d~ td 
!:of. =ro;:!ed~~ ~ m~~~,,!: ~:!::ls:n 
future life wae canied on there, it ill &8IIOCiated with such 

:~:m: a~~~~l%~U:e:t e. :m;~ 
.be1tered it from the afternoon IUD, and we he&rd the bum 
of the bees lUCking the honey-sweet lime lowen .aa we sat 
theno. They _ 10 got drunk on the h~ and lie half 
dead undomoatb-. danll'" 10 .... little .lill<hen playing 
about on the f'&8IJ. In front were the lower-bedl and the 

~b~ ;~, t!. t!;~:rthr:Y v:::!:bre::;~:: 
a £amiliar light, basking in the IUD, curled up 011 one of the 

~ ':=-~~ m;h:e~ '!:n~~ ~y~a!:;; 
on her own rug. during hie working boon . 

.:. =-ofii.l!~ ~ue:erU:'a!tb!.,;d Jeame Wedgwood 
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Emma Darwin U:J her aum Fanny AUen. 

DOWN, TMe.day [21 Ja"., 1873] . 

. . We are to have Fanny and Henaleigh on Monday, 
I am glad to say, to meet Monoure Conway. We have just 
been reading a very grand sermon of his on Darw:in.ism. 
I IIOmetimes feel it very odd that anyone belonging to me 
should be making such & ncise in the world. . Henrietta 
eomes on Wednesday. She has been going to a working. 
man's ball and danced with a grocer and a shoemaker, who 
looked and behaved exactly like everybody else and were 
quite as well dressed. The ladies were nicely dressed but 
Dot expensively, and much more decently than their betters 
are in a ba.U~room now~a.-days. 

I have been rather cross at alI the adulation .bout Louis 
Napoleon. Really Me Goddard's (the priest at ChiseIhurst) 
eennon might have been preached about a saint, and then 
would have been thought exaggerated. 

Fanny Alhn U:J her niece Emma DaMn. 

My DBA.B EM::MA, Ftbruary 2&h, 1873. 

I had so nice a letter from Henrietta that I feel 
inclined tc tell you so, and to th&nk you for 8. dear letter 
I had from you now a fortnight ago. I keep all your 
letters and shalllea.ve them to Bessy moat likely. or Horace, 
IloDd. this la.st is missing in consequence of Hatty's forgetting 
to return it. . It is now a fortnight since I have been out 
of doors; it is 80 mild to-day that I think I shall try a little 
pacing behind the hedge. 

I do not know whether you touch C. Voysey'a writings. 
I was pleased with his l&8t discourse, Man ~ only ReveJa... 
Ikm of God. I do not know whether it was in this sermon 
that & word displeased Elizth. With Harriet's reading many 
• word falls harmles.s on my hearing. I t&ke the subjeot in 
only. EIizth. objeota to pathos in novels, and this also falls 
Yery harmless on me-the pa.thos of life kills that-and 
would never dra.w a. sad feeling from me . ... 



.... Druwt" 10 ........ I ... , .AlIa. 

Do .. , B**DIUM, K .. r,"''''' u-NbQ' 1.73). 

)fy »......, A11Jf1' F..mry. • 
I duo MY BUs. will WI 100 ill .... BlmdaTo ....... 

.... her .... opoo&ooloo do DOt JooIp..... She bad .. IiIIJo 

Ioopo~_"".io"''''''~._p~ I 
am aIad to _ t.bat ....... , ..... her oat tA docn to do 
_...-... 11IIiDIt000_>yolOhoO ..... ....., 
_ .............. l",p ___ kIIJ8...,theliare 

• n. ..... pTea, p. 187, Vol. I .. ia "eLi/ .. , T. B. II...,. 
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JltJMOriaU 0/ II Quid lA/e. I feel int.eD8e compaalion for 
the Ihortne88 of poor Mrs Hare's married ha.ppine81, not 
8ve years, but I cannot bear her notion that God took him 
a.ay lHlca'li&! 8he W&I 10 deeply attached to him. Not that 
I think a pereon eannot be aelfish in their love; but it is not 
the Itrength of the love that is the sin, but the aelfi.sture:.. 
I wieh they had omitted a.t least balf the letters. Them 
II 80 much 8ameness in the religious feelings, as of courae 
t.bete mU8t be. But people make tho mistake of thinking 
you cannot have too much of what is good, whereas the 
quantity of it 8poila the whole in a. degree. 

The bOll8Ohold is boiling over with indignation becall80 
the mowen, whom we engaged, ha.ve broken their word, a.nd 
fonaken us at the last minute. I think we had better buy 
• machine as the difficulty of getting mowers is become very 
pnera.l. 

Yours, my de&r, 
E. D. 
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aurroundingP. The" Rough," a atretch of wild COIDDlOO, 
W&8 ne&J' enough for him to stroll 00. Lord Fa.rrer wrote: 
" Here it was .. particwa:tleasure of his to wander, and hiB 

~kfic:~wi!~::k, ~==: ~~~a !~t =: ~ov~~ 
our fnourite walks ill one of the pleasantest of the many 
pJeaaant associations I have with the plaoe. "J 

FY'Om Abinger they went to Baaaet, their Ie;our de la 
1'O'x, as they called jt. I see by my mother's diary how 
constant she W&8 in driving from Ba.aset to Southa.mpton 
to see the mother of one of the villagers a.t Down-a not at 

~ :lh~9a;:~h:~. tOTh!e::~~w~'::f;'~:he:~t!~: 
of her constant kindness; tha.t of writing continually to our 

'=~~~!~hdi~:~~ ~~n~:i;n::o~~ s~:rf~ 
~Iill?to s~~his~.!'d i~~~h~o~wm~heOvU:;tf:! d:;:~ 

Emma Darwin to Mr au," Fanny Allen. 

DoWN, Frid4y [1873J . 

. . . Charles has recovered wonderfully from his difltressing 
attack of last week and iB moderately at work. 1 think 
with invalids, unusual. health" goes before a. fall. II I hardly 
ever saw him so well as the Sunday a.nd Monday before his 
a.ttack. I am glad we have ma.de a connection with a. Dr, by 
having Dr A. Clark; and his opinion was very enooura.ging. 
that he could do Charles some good and that there was a 
great deal of work in him yet .. 

Our visit at Abinger ill a pleaaant bright thing to look 
back at. The weather enchanting, shewing off the place-­
Cha.rlee well, enjoying everything and above all Effie, so 
lightbearted &8 well &8 wise. Are not you ashamed of 
Archbishop Manning giving .. plenary indulgence" to all 
these fools 1 I am ha.ppy to say he also gives plenary 
indulgence to the fools who stay at home .. 

1 Vol. n., p. 392, M~~. oj 01tarle8 Dam,.. 
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Emma Darwin to Mr tlauglaUr HtnrieUa L1khfldd. 

T.-l4y E~ag [1873]. 

F. hae recovered remarkably quickly and went to the sand 
.. alk to-day and did a little work. . . . Dr Clark hae not 
eent the dietary yet and we are rather trembling 8011 to how 
strict he will be. 

r make C. Burlon's book l quite my Bible at preaent. 
He hits so manylSIDa.ll nails on the head thatluit my feelings 
and opiruoIl8 so exactly, and I think he i.e 80 very acute, 
and IOmetimes a little oynical to my eurpri8e. 

I found George Ii great comfort to consult with and 
Rettle things when I felt uneasy about F. He is 10 zealous 
and puts his whole mind to what you tell him. Leo haa 
offered to go &8 photograpber with the expeditiou to New 
Zealand. I feel rather 8at. One i.e 10 awfully used to 
N.Z .. 

Emma Danoin to her daughter Henridla Litchfidd. 

My DBA..B.BST BoDY, DOWN, 8at1l.rday [AMtum",. 181:\]. 

It i.e a pleasure to receive such a delightfully affec>­
tionate invitation &nd to think that R. joins in it as heartily 
.. you do, and we will come with all our hearts. F. never 
ooald bear the thoughts of putting you to 80 much incon­
venience and 80 had given up thoughts of Bry&D.Bton Street, 
but I tell him I don't mind it in the leNt, and I am .ore 
you and R. don't. Of course I like it muah better than 
Queen Anne Street, ... though we Ihould eee • good deal of 

I NoW of TIIoI6914t, pubUthed 1873. 
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you there, there are nooks and corners of time that one 
catches only by being in the house with yon. 

But we shall not agree to your tabooing all your friends, 
88 they do not tire F. like seeing his own. I aim at his 
BOOing nobody but the Huxleye and not giving luncheons 
at all. We will stay a week-I should like to say 10 days, 
but I don't think I shallcompaes tha.t. F. iB much absorbed 
in Deemodium gyrans 1 and went to see it asleep last night. 
It W&8 dead weep, all but its little ears, which were having 
mOirt lively games, such 88 he never saw in the day-time . . 

Emma Darwin to her Gunt Fanny Allen. 

DOWN, A rnitsy 8vflday {A~., 1873]. 

My DltAlUCST AUNT F. 
We have only Leonw with us to-day and I have 

just sent down to Eliz. to persuade her to come up as it is 
dark and dismal. She is uncommonly well and cheerful. 
I have been looking over BOme very old letters of hers, 
and it is not & very cheerful QOCupation; one gets one's 
head too fnll of past times which always entails regrets, 
and I now feel that we daughters made & mistake in not 
talking more to my father and getting more into his 
mind .. 

We &re expecting Hen"' and her husb&nd to stay a 
decent time with us, which somehow is of more value than 
the same split up into short visits . 

• ~t~ fa~h:&=!~~!s:~=!mDa=! 
January, t874, a seance was arranged with Mr Williams, a 
pa.id medium, to conduct it. We were & largish party, 
Iittiog round & dining-table, including Mr and Mrs G. H. 
Lewes (George Eliot). Mr Lewes, I remember, was trouble-

laW; ::~ :tC~~~e~:k: !ill~:Soo~~h:~:r ~:J= 
tiona ooourred, sparks, wind-blowing, and BODle ra.ppings 

1 The " Indian Telegraph Plant," the dwarf la&ftea of whioh 
move by a aeries of twitohea, 
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=t-::v:rm~!h~=: a~a~~u~,.;:~ea!>::ti~!~: 
of neither belief nor unbelief. 

Thill Bummer there wae a second marriage in the b.mt 

rI~ ~:~~~~:~~d!~~m~~J=~u~fated 
~~~~ w':\~~J;~n~: ~~ ~~:':~Jill!mtoo~t~~ 
.uong taste for natural history. He now became my father's 
MCftItary, and he and hiB wife came to live at Down. 

Leonard. now in the Royal Engineen, went to New Ze ... 
Jaod to observe the Transit of VenuB . 

.1'0"'''1/ AUm to her n.i~ Emma Danoin. 

l>u.BJ:sr Emu, oJ_1M 30CA, 1874. 

Your boy lltarts on hill star--gazing expedition with 
uoeUent weather. November is not far ott and he may 
be back a.l.m08t before Mrs EV&IlI'.l tears are dried. 
Blizlh says in her letrer that ahe is .. going up in her own 
oaniage." She is wi8e illlhe indulges henelf in this luxu.ry. 
The Spirits will not do her any harm. She has an unbe­
lieving nature, and 8&y what they will, they are but jugglen 
after a.ll. Spirit. do not meddle with matter, and when 
hmiture or heavy bodies are mov&ci, it is matrer that 
mnee them. I am writing IIhockingly ill-the day is dark 
ud I do not IlOO well, &0 good-bye, my dear one, 

Ever YOW'll, 
FBAS. At.LKN. 

Emma DaMOin to IIC' 80n £«marti. 

My DEAR IdONARD, Jtdy 7tl, 1874. 

I have been 80 long thinking how disagreeable it 
wouJd be to aee you go, that wben I came to the point and 
laW' you 10 comfortable and oompoee<i, I found I did not 
mJnd it DelU' 80 much A8 I expected; indeed seeing lIra 

1 Leonard'. old nuJ'l&,. 
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Evans's tearful face made me feel ratber bard and unnaturaL 
In writing to you I shall try to forget how long it will be 
before you get my letter, and imagine you at Chatham. 

Emma Darwin 10 Mr «m Leonard. 

My DEAR LBO, B.us~T, 81n1day, A"f. 23rd (181']. 

We are packing up for to-monow's sta.rt for home 
at 6.30 a.m.; after a most suooeaaful and peaoefulstay with 
dear old William. F. says he has not felt so rested and 
improved and full of enjoyment since old Moor Park days. 
George joined us about 10 days ago, and has been able to 
join all our expeditions, which have cbie6y consisted in 
driving as far as N. Stoneham Park and getting out for a. 
short walk. I had no idea it was 80 charming and pretty, 
and F. finds that he was quite mistaken in thinking he had 
succeeded in crushing out his taste for BOeIlery, or that for 
a beautiful garden which he IJ&W yesterday in such a blaze 
of SUD. • The Bessemer Steam-boa.t is to be launohed in 
3 weeks. I don't despair of taking F. 8Cl'088 some day. 

Yours, my dear old man, E. D. 

And after their return she wrote to her daughter Beesy: 
"William says how quiet and dull the meals are, and how 
much he enjoyed our visit. I believe he quite miaaee UB, 

though F. would think that quite too preeumptuoQ8 an 
idea, he being a man and we fogies." 

Dee. 22. 187 •. 

Colenso is j118t returning well pleased with baving ob­
tained justice for the Caffre tribee who have been 80 badly 
treated. Dean Stanley had the courage to ask him to 
preacb at Westminster Abbey, but Colenao declined, saying 
be bad not come to England to stand up for his own rights, 
and he would not make a fU88. We enjoy your letters 
hearlily. 
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01&arka Danuin to hi! daughter Henrietta Lit.chjWd. 

My DEAR H.. "Jalltul1')', 187~. 

Your letter has led me to think: over vivisection (I 
wish some new word like awesection could be invented) for 
some hours, and I will jot down my conclusions, which will 
appear very unsatisfactory to you. I have long thought 
pbysiology one of the greatest of IICienoea, sure sooner, or 
more probably later, greatly to benefit mankind; but, judg­
Ing from a.Il other sciences, the benefits will accrue only 
indirectly in the 86e.l'Ch for abstract truth. It is certain 
that physiology can progress only by experimentB on living 
animals. Therefore the proposal to limit reae&roh to points 
of which we can now see the bearings in regard to health, 
etc., I look at as puerile. I thought at first it would be good 
to limit vivisection to public laboratories; but I have heard 
only of those in London and Cambridge. and I think Oxford; 
but prob&bly there may be a few others. Therefore only 
men living in a few great towns could carry on investigation, 
and this I should conaider a great evil. H private men were 
permitted. to work in their own houses. a.nd required a 
Iioen.se, I do not BOO who is to determine whether any par­
ticnla.r man should receive one. It is young unknown men 
who are the most likely to do good work. I would gladly 
pnnieh severely anyone who operated on &D animal not 
rendered insensible, if the experiment made this possible; 
but here again I do not 800 that a magistrate or jury could 
possibly determine Buch a point. Therefore I conclude if (88 
• likely) 80me experiments have been tried too often, or 
IUlE6thetica have not been used when they could have been, 
the cure must be in the improvement of humanitarian 
feelings. Under this point of view I have rejoiced at the 
preeent agitation. If stringent l~ws are pa.saed, and this is 
likely, seeing how unscientific the Houae of Commons ie, 
and that the gentlemen of England are humane, as long &II 

their Bporta are not considered, which entail a. hundred or 
thousand-foJd more Buffering than the experiments of physi-
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oJogista-if such laWB a.re paaeed, the result will assured.ly 
be that physiology, which baa been until within the 1Mt few 
years at a standstill in England, will languish or quite cease. 
It will then be carried on solely on the continent; and there 
will be so many fewer workers on this grand subject, and 
this I should greatly regret. By the way F. Balfour, who 
has worked for two or three years in the laboratory at Ca.m­
bridge, declares to George that he has never soon an experi­
ment, except with animals rendered :insensible. No doubt 
the names of doctors will have great weight with tbe House 
of Commons; but very many practitioners neithet know nor 
care anything about the progress of knowledge. I cannot 
at present Bee my way to sign any petition, without bearing 
what physiologists thought would be its effect, and then 
judging for myself. I certainly could not sign the paper 
sent me by Miss Cobbe, with its monstrous (as it seems to 
me) attack on Virohow for experimenting on the Trichime. 
I am tired a.nd 80 no more. 

Yours affectionately, 
C1I.uu.Es DARWIN. 

Fanny Alkn to Mr -nita Emma Darwin. 

My DEAR ExH...t., April 271" [1876J. 

I have been thinking of trying my hand in writing 
with a lithographic pencil, but I have not patienoe to wait, 
u your pratious letter with ita graWful remembrance of the 
sad April days of 51 1 ma.kes my heart beat with gratitude 
to you for its recoUootion~oupled aa it was by the memory 
of your grief for your darling. It is true gaps can nevel' be 
fWed up. and I do not think we shoold wish them to be 
filled other ways than &8 our memory fills them . . . 

~an:t,~;5, t~: ~h: ~;vi~o~:.f hShege~~:tot:;: 
:b:~ Mlo)0~:.to ~::°isIO::t::g ~d ~;e~!~hmth~: 
Wl~~:nt~Y goAll~nh:r~~hild i!t ~~~~l, when my mother wa& 
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ought to grieve them, for death at. my great. age is rest. I 
have earnestly prayed (or it. I particularly wh tha.t none 
of my re1ationa ahould be summoned to my bedside." 

Emma Darwin to her IOn Uorwrd in Ntw Zealand. 

NMI.8.1816. 

F. went to the Viviaeotion Commission at two. Lord 
Cardwell came to the door to reoeive him and he was treated 
lib • Duke. They only wanted him to repeat what he bad 
IUd in his letlcr (a sort of confession of faith about the 
aiaima o( physiology and the duty o( humanity) and he bad 
Wdly a word more to add, ao that it waa over in ten 
minutes, Lord C. ooming to too door and thanking him. It 
wu a great oompliment to his opinion, wanting to have it 
put upon the minutes. 

Every evening (or many yealll mil father and mother 

C~~!~~r.:b: ~~~:~ngOin:~a; ~tJ?='o~: 
might be heard to exclaim .. biUlg your bonee." -& quota.­
tion from Swift's Journal to SkUa. He won most games, 
bU abe won mosi gammona. In a letter to Profeesor Asa 
Gray (Jan. 28, 1878) he wrote: "Pray give our very kind 
nrmembrancee to Mrs Gray. I know that ahe likes to hear 

:: ~~~ i~ ~:s~e: ~t::b·th~8~: = 
_ture, baa won only 2'90 games, wbiliJt. I have won, 
hurrah, hurrah, 

2796 games I" 

OJw.rlu DanoiA 10 hi" 10,. Fro.'4ei8. 

Hopsou_, Jlo-rwhI, S<W1 (1876) . 

. U your C&86 of Teazle l holda good it is a wonderful 
diIeovery. Try whether pure water or weak infusion o( raw 

1 The leavel of the teMel fonn oupl. in whioh w.t.e:r ool18OtA aDd 
drowned i.nIeo .... aoown\1late. The moYing filaments whioh IobMrved 

=t~UPr=P~b!':r;b~~:i~be°J:~~:e:l =!!!: :O°~ro~~ 
plMmio; t.beir true oharaoter tcmaiwl an untolved problem. }'. D. 
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meat will bring out the protoplasmio ma...e8. The o1oeest 
analogy leOma to me that of an independent Ammba or 
Foraminiferoua animal etc. which feeds by involving at any 
point of ita gelatinous body p&rticlee of organic matter and 
then rejecting them. A m&88 of rotting inaoota would give 
suoh partiales. Perhaps this is your view. But I do not 
undeniand what you mean by a reeinOll8 aecretion becom~ 
ing slimy, or about li"'7tf1 ineecta being caught. I would 
work at this subject, if I were you, to the point of death. 
U an Am.OlbIVlike m&88 comee out of oells and oa.tchea dead 
particlee and digests them it would beat all to fita true 
digesting pla.nta. I never saw anything come out of quad~ 
rifidll of Utricul&ri&, and I could hardly have failed to see 
them &II I W&8 on look out for eooretion. It would be a 
grand discovery. 

Could you chop up or pound ecrapinga from raw meat, or 
better half decayed meat and oolour the particles first and 
then you could eee them in the protopJumic m&eBe8; for 
BUI'8ly you oould hardly expect (unleM there is a Watinct 
hole) that they should be withdrawn within the oeUa of 
glands. The C&IIO is grand. 

I tee in last GatvkMr'6 Ohroni.cle another man deniea tha.t 
Dioncea profits by absorption and digeetion, which he does 
not deny. It eeems to me a monat.roll8 oonclusion-but 
this subject ought to be investigated, eepeciaJly eBects on 
.-I-boaring. Teazlee good for tw.. 

Youn&ftectJy. 
C. DUWlN. 

Are any orifioea or orifice visible in cut off eummit or 
gland 1 For heaven's aa.1te report. progreM of your work. 

Emma DanDln to Mr 401l Leonard aI MaUa. 

DoWN, Sahtrdoy, Jttly 22tWi [1 1876] . 

. . . The IlUJDmer keep!! on bla.zing away as if we were in 
Ma.lt&, many of the Rowen dying, e.nd none of them growing. 
The evenings delightful under the lime., 80 sweet. F. has 
taken to ait aDd lie out which i.e who1eaome for him. 
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Friday. Augmt 4th [1876]. 

The time p&Me6 so quickly in our methodical life that I 
Bod I bve been 10 days without writing to you. . . F. 
hu finished biB Autobiography and I find it very interest-­
iog, but another person who did not know beforehand 80 

Dl&Dy of the things would find it more 80. 

DOWN . 

. . . We have been rather overdone with Germ&Jl8 this 
~. Hickel came on Tuesday. He wa.s very nice and 
hearty and affectionate, but he bellowed out hie bad English 
In moh a voice that he nearly deafened us. However that 
waa nothing to yesterday when Professor Cohn (quite deaf) 
and his wife (very pleasing) &nd a Profe8llor R. o&IDe to 
lunch-anything like the noise they made I never heard. 
Both visits were short and F. wa.e glad to have seen 
them. . Have you read the spiritual triaJ.s 1 I think 
that the sentence was too severe, at least 88 to hard 
iaboUl', viz. 3 months' imprisonment. If people s.re so 
credulous some allow&nce ought to be made for the rogues. 

Sat~TdQy [1878 fJ. 

... We had two comical visitors on Sunday about 6.30, 
two Scotch students who were seeing the sights in London 
and oame here (via Greenwich and Bookenha..m) to see the 
peat man's hou.ee and p1a.oe. When they got here they 
thought they would eJeo try to see the great man b.i.maelf, 
and sent in their names. F. went to speak to them for a 
few minutes and Horace showed. them about a.nd sta.rted 
them to London by a straighter route than their former 
one. They were very modest and well behaved, a.nd some­
thing like gentlemen. Do you remember a working man 
from Australia. who l'1l8bed in to eha.ke ha.nde with him a 
year ago, and was for going straight off again without 
another word. We have heard of him again from a 
Canadian who met him on the road to California on foot 
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....... IIOOIIlDc em .... dra ... ODd ohln, in .... pocket of 

.. bioIo be _ hio pipe ODd ..... /rom r.o .... blob b. 
10 -:y pood ODd ohowo to o-:ybocI7. 

CIt4rla DtJ""._ 10 iii lOR o.or,.. 
MT DUlt G.oaoa, Do ... ,1111, 1"(1178]. 

ODe tiDe to say how I, and indeed aD of ua, rejoice 
tAM Adami thio.b weD of your WOI'k. and that if aD goes 
...u will -' your papon to I\oy&I Boo. I ....... ,bat I 
oIuIIIlooI quito proud. I do hope aud fully ........ t.b&t in 
...... cia,. you will be up to wort again. Dr a.rt was 
"'1 nice, ...... here. and eoquired. Oluob. about you. 

Honoe ... OIl Monday to lecture on hili dynamo at; Bir-
........... Frauk 10 ~ ou very...n rib Di_ .. d 
bu now made uperimeot. which oou.vinoe me that the 
matt.er which oomea out of the aJaude it ... live proto­
pIaom &bout .. hioh I .... bosianin8 to leel honld doubts. 
Leourd pogto build 1_. 

Oh Lord, .. hot .... 01 ..... I hav .. aD doiDg """"""­
Ever your AJIeoi.: 

C.D,uwur. 
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CHAPrER XVI 

1876-1880 

Bernard Oanrin--8toneb~R. B. Lif4hJleld'. ilI_ at. Luoel'M 
-William Danrin'. m~Y1 father's Honomry Degree 

~~~:~dc!!u.k!~::::!nb~:~-:;,r~ 
A fur·ooat su:rpn-Tbe Liberal notory. 

b the autunm of 1876 my brother Francis, who waa my 
'.ther's lIOCreta.ry, lost his wife and came with his new·bom 
baby, Bernard, to live in the old home. 'rhe shook and the 
10. had 8. very deep effect on my mother and I think made 
her permanently more fearful and anriOU8. The baby was 
• gea.t delight to both my parente, and my mother took up 

~~~~7U:&'n:roif w:ea ~t~ a:l:~ :~d:C; 
~~~~tY~:~a~~iah.!sita~o!fd:xan~:Ba~;: 
~~,k he (the Baby) is a sort of Grand Lama., he is so . 

The following letters were written to me at K.reuznaoh. 
Prom now onwa.rd& the ma.jority of the lotte" here ~ven 
aN from my mother to me; when therefore there IB no 
hMding, it is to be 8.88umed that this is the C&ee. She 

::i ~v~~ ~;~t~~ W~y::a w=tn~! ~~~ 
10 many contractions tha.t her letters booame almost a sort 
~ shorthand, but it 'would be both puzzling and tire60me 
to reproduoe th6116 in print and it baa BOOmed beat to tran.ela.to 
them almost &11. 

LCITIt HiLL Puca, Jif)ruMY (J" .. , 1877). 

... F. was m&de very bappy by finding two very old 
Jiones at the bottom of the field, and he baa now got a. man 

" 
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at work digging for the WOl'lJllll.1 I must go and take him 
an umbrel.l&. Leo went ofllaat night. Aunt Ca.roline is 80 

ambitious for him that she thinks it a great pity be should 
IlettJe down to such humdrum work &II hill preeent employ­
ment;1 but I don't agree with ber. I think. however. I 
have no ambition in my nature. It would not bave given 
me much pleuure George being a rising lawyer, except 88 

fulfilling IUo wiaheo. 
Goodbye, my dears. 

E.D. 

F. haa bad great IpOrt with the 8t.oDee, but I thought he 
would bve a IIWlIJt.roke. 

B..t..IIIIBT, Jll'IfUIay [J_, 1877] • 

.. . We are really going to Stonehenge to-morrow. I ma.y 
&top at Salisbury and read my book and lee the c..thedraJ., 
but I shall go if I can. I am afraid it will haJf kill F.-two 
hoUJ1!' rail and a. twenty-four mile driv&-but he is bent on 
going, ohieBy for the worms, but &lao he hall always wished 
&osee it. 

B.\.!8JIT, W......, (IS77) . 

. . • We 8t&rted from here yeaterday at 8." OD a moet 
lovely day only &larm.ingly hot. We had telegraphed on 
Monday to George to meet us at S&li:I!bury, and there he 
WM at the station at 8.30 a.m. with our open carriage 
and pair, looking very bright and sm.i1.ing. and I ~ he 
eDjoyed it more thAn any of. 118, thougb be had Ieell it twice 
bel .... 

The road ill striking and ngly-over great enItiftted pigs' 
bach, except the last two or three miles, when we got on 
the tun. We loitered about and had a great doaJ. of talk 
with on _hie old ooldior placed thoro hy Sir Ed. 
Antrobus (owner), who W&II keeping guard and reading a 
devout book, with 8pee1 00. He W&8 quite asreeable to 

_~!:ilia:;~~~eft::t~~!'p~~~t!~~! 
l1Ufaoe In t.lie form of tlMtinp. 

, He b.4}eft lblia aDd. ..... IDI~ in ClMmiatrr M ChMham. 



1816-1880] 227 

any &mount of digging, but sometimes visitol'll came who 
were troublesome, a.nd once (I; ma.n came with a s1edg&> 
hammer who was very difficult to manage. "That wtuJ 
English all over," said he. Prince Leopold had been there . 
. ' r wish he 'Would (lome again, he g(l;V6 me a yellow boy." 
They did not find much good about the worms, who seem 
to be very idle out there. Mrs Cutting gave us a gorgeous 
lunch and plenty of Apollina.ris water. I was Dot 80 

tired. as I expected. and F. was wonderful. as he did a great 
deal of waiting out in the SUD. To-day I am only dead­
George CAme in just now with his lip cut from a fall off the 
bicycle. It is &0 long cut but only superficisJ., a.nd doe& not 
want any surgery. I ha.te those bioycles .. 

Babeey is a little less troublesome. Bnd if 'We can keep 
Frank and Maryanne [the nurse 1 out of sight he is content 
for a time. What he likes is to sit on Frank's lap s.nd be 
lJUlTOunded by &oIl the rest, when he is very bold and much 
amused .. 

This autumn my husbe.nd nearly died of appendicitis a.t 

~l:rt'er~,!~~a::d h!t:, :~~h~:':g ~U;~~! 
she should come out to us. 'rhe following letter was written 
after we had made our firat stage home 80S f&1' as Lucerne. 

Charlu Darwin to h;a daU1Jhter HenrieUa IAtchjield. 

My DEARESr fuNJUE'r'I'A, DOWN, 0"," ,U .... [18771· 

I must write a. line to tell you how deeply I have 
'Ympathised with you in all your dreadful anxiety. We 
were a.t first quite panic struck. s.nd how we rejoice over 
Litchfield's much better state. It astonished s.nd delighted 
08 to receive his nice long letter. How I wisb you were 
aafe at home. &Ild that a law was pa.ssed that no one should 
go abroad. I want to s.dvistJ you to take a courier from 
Lucerne; and so have no bothel'll on the journey. 

There ought to be another la.w not to ride hol'8efJ. or play 
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at lawn tenniB. Poor dear old J,..eolliea OD the sofa, a bulky 
monument of patience, and never gnunb1ee a bit. We h&ve 
had lately many callen and this baa been good for him, as 
it hae made taI.k. 

When you return you ha.d bet. come to Down; it is safer 
than London, and in earnest I ehonld tb.in.t country air must 
be better for oonva1eeoenoe, and there will be DO buaioeu to 
bother Litchfield. 

I am tired, 10 good-bye. Frank and I have been working 
very bard at bloomS and the automatic movements of plante 
from morning to night, and we have made out a good deal. 
Good-bye, my dear, love to Litch&J.d-how I rejoice that 
your anxiety is over. 

Your affect. father, 
C. D.iaWl:N. 
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Oharles Darwin. to Sara Sedgwick. 

My DEAR SA.RA., DOWN, S'p'. 29tl [1877J. 

I must tell you how deeply I rejoice over my son's 
good fortune. You will believe me, when I 8&y that for 
very many yeal'S I have not seen any woman, whom I have 
liked and esteemed so much as you. I hope and firmly 
believe that you will be very happy together, notwithstand­
ing that you may find Southampton rather a dull place. 
about which my BOn feels such great f6&l'S. His dread that 
you are sa.crificing too much in giving up your American 
borne is natural, but I trust will prove groundlees. Judging 
from my own experience life would be a most dreary blank 
without a. dear wife to love with aJ.J. one's soul. I can 8&y 
with absolute truth that no act or conduct of William haa 
ever in his whole life ca.used me one minute's anxiety or 
diBapproval. His temper is beautifully sweet and affec­
tionate and he delights in doing little kindnesses. That you 
may be happy together is my strong deeire, and I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for having aooeptOO. him. 

My dear Sara, Yours affectionately, 
Clu..B.LBs DARWl:N. 
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EMma Dam" 10 Bam. ~A:. 
[(kC. 2-.:t, 1877.] 

. . . I 1riU not diaclaim your opinion of me, but take it 
88 a proof of your affection. and in returning your affection 
I do not think you will ever find me wanting .. 

You ... y you are so American. and 60 I think you are in 
the quality that I have always obaerved in the few Americans 
I have known (and moat 8trong.Iy in that happy Keeton 
family), viz. a readinees to trust and confide in the liking 
and good feeling of thoee they are with. 

They were married in November of this year. 

Emma DaMn to h.t:r SON William. 

CA.!lRIDG:&, S"Nday WIg., NOfJ. I7tl, 1877. 

My DBAR WILLI"', 
It Wlul a great disappointment your not coming 

yeeterda.y to witneee the honoun to F.,l and 80 I will te11 
you all about it. 

BeeBy and I and the two youngest brothers went first 
to the Senate H01llIe and got in by a side door. and a most 
etriking sight it. W&8. The gallery crammed to overftowing 
with undergraduates, and the floor crammed too with 
undergrad.ua.tee climbing on tbe atatuea and .tanding up 
in the lrindo'WB. There teemed to be periodical cheering in 
a.nrnrer to jokf18 which 80unded deafening; but when F. 
oame in, in his red cloak. Wlhered in by some authoritiee, it 
waa perfectly deafening for wme minutes. I thought be 
would be overcome, but he W&8 quite stout and amiling and 
sat for a conBiderable time waiting for the Vice-Chancellor. 
The time waa tilled up with sbouts and joketl, and groans 
for an unpopular Proctor, Mr __ , which were quite 
awful. and be looked up at them with a stem angry face. 
which was very bad policy. We had been watching some 
corda stretched acr088 from one gallery to another won· 

, He 1f .. givea the bou.orary degree of LL.D. at CalUbridp. 
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daring what .u to happen. but were not .urpriIed to 
IIlIe .. monkey daDgling down which cauaed about. and 
jokM about Out anc::eetol'l, etc. A Proctor was foolish 
enough to go up to capture it and at last it disa.ppeared 
I dOD't know how. Then came .. BOri. 01 ring tied with 
ribbons which we oonjecto.reci to be tbe .. Miasing Link." 
At lut the Via.Chanoellor appeared, more bowing and 
laand-ehaking. and then F. "&8 mu-ched down the aisle 
behind two men with ailver maoee, and the unfortUllAte 
Public Orator CADle and atood by him and got thto' hia 
.. ery tedious harangue as he could, constantly interrupted 
by the mod. unmannerly ahoute and jeert ; and when he 
bad continued what seemed an enormous time, some one 
called out in a oheerful tone " Thank you kindly." At 
1ut he got to the end witb admirable nerve and temper, 
and then they all marched back to the Vi~hanoellor in 
.wlet and white fur, and F. joined hifJ hands and did not 
kneel but the Vioe-CbanoeUor put his hands outside and 
eaid .. few Latin words, and then it was over, and everybody 
came up and .hook hands. 

Of aU da:yB in the year I had .. baddish hea.d&ohe, but 
.aaanaced to go and enjoyed it aU. F. baa been to Newton's 
)(l*UJIl t.o-d&y and seen many peopI&-aao a brilliant 
hmeboon at George's. J. W. Clark did me a good tum, &8 I 
followed his lead in tasting Galantine, "hioh is very superior. 

I felt very grand walking about with my LL.D. in biB 
Iilkgown . 

.After their retom home my father wrote to biB 800 George 
(NOT. 21, 1877): .. I enjoyed my my at Cambridge to a 
very unuaual degree, owinLehie8y to you good boyt. u 
~::~ oon;,.~Fper pub· hee full aooount of LL.D. do 

Thia June they made & round of visite----a most unusual 
e91!llt. 

DOWll, M~)I [Jw~, 1878]. 

We have settled to go to Leith Hill Place on the 3th, 
Abinger on 10th, and Barlaston on 15th. It is almoet in· 
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_ that F. oboalcI ........... 1 ... _ ... oomiDg 

home aft. $he *- cia,.' .b.Dce will be .., leIioua. 
1 b ... -. out ...... ting 0_ ,he gwdea. y ........ y 
it ... 10 petty with Jr.cblcholtai. and LinaJDI bluing in 
the lAID, but about 5 o'olook we had the most tropical 
tbtmder, hail and rain.torm I ever .... lI' .... out. but 
after .behering tevenl timee, came bact in • quarter of an 
boar to tInd • river onr ilhoe-tot- in front of the boUle. 
The hail quite burt his feet .. he came home. and if be 
bad bad Polly he woald be .. bad .. <ry" ~ .... 

Do". [I .... 1878). 

I with you had been ben to .., Bemard', ani .... l. it 
".. M) pretty. He reoogrd8ed til aD at 0D0e 10 .. to have 
.. .., II1Net modelt am.Ue, and direotly 1'. put h.iI hand 
in bill waiItooat pocket, be went and I&i on hi. lap and 
bad the brigb' .poIo j'" .. uouaI. He w .. perf .... y &eoh, 
and in • rapture witb the windmill .. be came along. 

The .. bright epote" wen made by my father', little 
poob< mapHyiug IP-. 

After Bemard. had bad IOIIMI Iiitle m.... my mother 
...... (00<. IS7Sj, "1_, he wiIl ... _ ..... ODd 
I man .ahool myaelf not; to P' .., mitenbJe. It iI lib .. 
~ ache." And .hen be ..... betW: .. B . • almOlt more 
0 ........ poody <baa...... H. 10 .. .-,h. and placid 
and tiIt.eu to any amOUDt of nrt.dd1e. Be took to IEI.ing 
011 the pic<_ ,........y." 
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agree with the Timu that now he had better accept fate, 1 
think: he should cry aJoud to the end, he may convert 

OJw.riu DanDin to his BOn GetYrf/e. 

My DEAR OLD GEORGE, DOWN, Od. 290. [1878]. 

I hs.ve been quite delighted with your letter and 
read it all with eagerness. You were very good to write 
it. All of us are delighted, for considering what a man 
Sir William Thomaon is, it is most grand that you should 
have staggered him 80 quickly, and that he should speak 
of your" discovery &0." and ahout the moon's period. I 
also chuckle greatly about the intemal beat. How this 
will ple&&e the geologists and evolutionists. That does 
sound awkward about the heat being bottled up in the 
middle of the earth. What a lot of swells you have been 
meeting and it must have boon very interesting. 

Hurrah for the bowels of the earth and their viscosity 
and for the moon and for the Heavenly bodiea. and for my 
son George (F.R.S. very 800n). 

Yours affectionately, 
C. DA.BWIN. 

Emma Damn to her daughter-in-law Sara. 

My DRAB SARA., 
DOWN, Tll1fT1day [1878]. 

I did indeed feel for you and thought of you very 
often. Theodora1 is such So combination of gaiety, life, 
and unselfishness and thoughtfulness, that she leaves a 
tenibly large vacancy behind her. I have sometimes 
thought that there is a sort of reaction, something like 
relief, when one bas no longer to look forward to a dreaded 
parting .. 

1 Theoddt-llo Sedgwick, Sa.ra Darwin'. sister, Wall on her way homo 
to Ameriea. 



lIy DLU WIJ..LUM. 
]}()WlI,D-. 1111, 1178. 

I ban & euriotIB bit 01 Dew. to teD you. A few daya 
-co Hr Anthony Rich, of Heeae, Worthing, wrote to me 
tha& be with hill Nter ... u the lut of hill f&mily. and that 
be had alw.Y' th01llbt onder sooh eircumItaooM "thOfJe 
IhouJd be remembered, who. .biIttieI 6;a., tl;e., bad been 
dnot.ed A:e., .t.e., for the t..8t 01 m.DkiDd "; with more 
10 &be __ e8ect and to my cr-' hOIl0tII'. Tt.eIore he 
bad boq_thed to mo ...t,. all hIo propooty 0/1« hIo and 
hIo _. death. I hoord from him &pin to-day with 
porIIcalan. Tho pro_ io _ <i • ""y inTitiq Idnd, 

ft .•• bare oI.hOOM!8 in OomhIll, which brinp in annually 
nther aboVll tl,IOO. ThiI beqlMlllt, u you may belie"" hu 
MtoaiIhed and pIeued me greatly; though in • mcmey IMm80 

it wiD make DO difaeDoe whatever to me or your mother. 
lIr Rich ., 74.,..,. old and taD IIiIter • year younger. I 
De ... before be.rd of • bequ.t to • man for what be baa 
beao able to do in Science. 

My dear old WlIIiam, 
Y ... _-. 

Ca. D~WIIf. 
My .... 10 .. to Bwa. 

_ Dan.i. to "., da.,1ow H_ LikAjWd. 

~(18781· 

. . . IIomard io porfeoIIy woIl ... d hu tho ... _al 
__ paUiDa .. dolo n (aoId) ...- IIIId oiI_ ...-
1IDder MGh 01 ibe b~ in • cen.iD cbair. in aad out 
<i hIo pockick .. _ .... hu _ I do,.. For' 
do,., -.. .p cby middHap for tho __ qaite 

..... htIuJ ... d ""y HUIe .... made (""';doriaa). .. I 
q1li&e acne with you .. bout 1'.' • .iping too readily; eftn if 
tho .object ;. ~dooi&bly good, bu' eopocialIy wboo I think 
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the object not a. good one, and posaibly mi8chievoU8, &8 

in the MonCure Conway case. In such a plain case of 
immorality as he oonsiders the war' I think he W&8 right. 

!o CO:U::,t:dw:::e ::e:o: :!e~ur!:;l; ;:rta!o~ 
place in our armour, and also for something to foroe us 
to keep our Indian troops at home in India. Oh if we 
had but kept to Lord Salisbury's first programme (or 
Lord Derby's) of what we should object to, instead of 
bothering about things that do not conoom us, e.g. a large 
Bulg&ria.. 

BtUwTd4y [Jail. 1879J. 

... I have been out of doors for two days. and yesterday 
W88 quite delightful at the sand w&l.k, and gave one an 
ineane feeling that the winter was over. 

I &Jll gl&d. Eliz. is going to 31' on Monday. For a wonder 
I think her spirits &r6 a little failing, and she seems 80 
troubled with the vivid remembranoe of old painful things, 
and said she should like to have everything past wiped out 
-and yet her youth was exceptionally smooth and happy 
and busy. It shows rather a morbid state of mind, and 
what I believe she would have elilCaped but for the loss of 
ber eyesight. A complete change I am sure will cheer her 
much. 

W. E. Darwin. to hi.a motlw. 

[B ........ K, SOUTfl.f..lfl""TON]. Mare"'. 1879. 

. . . Our drive with Carlyle was interesting, but it was 
difficult to catch all he said. He talked about a number 
of things, especially about his French ~11dion, which 
I happened to be reading. His face was quite in a glow 
with an expression of fury when he talked of it, and he 
raised his hands and said it was the most wondedul event 

1 It may be preeu.m&d my father Bign&d !lOme Pl'OtMt against the 

Aff';:r Wbro%:~~e~~~~ W'j::~~,. houee. 31, Queen Anne 
Sl.net. 
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in the world, 25,000,000 rising up and aaying "by the 
.Almighty God we will put an end to these shams." He 
also talked of the frightful difficulty of rewriting the 1st 
vol. when the manuscript had been burnt; he said it was 
the hardest job he had ever had, that he had not 8. scrap 
of note or reference of any kind and it was like trying to 
80at in the air without any wings, or some metaphor to 
that effect. He also sa.id tha.t he thought at one time 
that he should have gone mad with all the horror and 
mystery of the world and his own difficulties, if he had 
not oome aor088 Goethe. Unfortunately he did not clearly 
explain Illld I missed what he said in the rumble of the 
carriage. He said that Goethe always oarried about with 
him a feeling of the perplexity of things and of the misery 
of the world, . . . 80 I said that Goethe had not felt the 
French Revolution &Ilything to the extent that be had, and 
then he smiled and said that was true, and afterwards he 
said that Goethe ha.d always been prOi!perous, while he had 
had to stJ;Uggle with money difficulties. He said that 
Goethe was far the greatest {man] living in his times, that he 
was very kind to him, and that every three months or 80 a 
box of ouriosities, books, &c. used to come to him to Scot­
land. He spoke with real sorrow in his voice that want of 
money had prevented him ever seeing Goethe. He said that 
" Goethe believed he should live again" and that he used to 
write to him openly (on the subject]; when his son died of 
drinking at Rome, all he said was that " his 80n bad stayed 
behind in the Eternal City." 

Carlyle talked about Newman being made Cardinal 
and said he was a kind, affectionate man, who was much 
afraid of damnation and hoped to creep into heaven under 
the Pope's petticoats, and then he added "but he baa no 
occiput," and it is very true tha.t Woolner's bust shows be 
has no back to his bead. 

I asked him if he ever read any of his own works 
again, and he said he bad read h.ia Fredf:rick all through, 
and seemed to have enjoyed it. As we came away he 
asked after my father, and said with a grin, " but the origin 



1878-1880] The Darwin Pedigree 237 

of species is nothing to me." Altogether it was very 
iDteteI!Iting, and he talked very easily and without any 
oondeacerurion, or oracularly. 

Good-bye, dear Mother, you willaeo UiI at Easter, 
Your atIeo. son, 

W. E. D. 

Emma Darwi" to lu?,r 80n Franci8. 

W,\" Tlluday [JNI&tI 3ni, 1879] . 

. . . We are expecting the Club and band before long. 
and Bernard has been very full of it since yesterday. &nd 
WlWting to know all deta.il.&, and who will carry the f1.ag­
the flag ill dead which proved a dis8oppointment. You 
will be surprised to hear of B&bb&'s 1 sternness. He found 
Bernard overbearing with little Alice, and not giving her 
her rights about the slide, and pulled him up short with 
"Ob, nOIUleIl8e, &c." B. W&8 astonished, but it quite 
&D8Wered. He is very good and pla.cid, and I have h&d no 
temptation to resort to lumps of sugar since the day at 
Baaeet; but I will not yield to the temptation in &ny W&y • 
.. you do not approve of th&t method of education. . He 
was most solemn lietening to the band holding Babba's 
hand; but he likes to ta.lk about it to-day ... 

My brothers ~ad been having the pedigree of the Darwi.ne 
made out by Colonel Chester, an American who had an 
enthusiasm for such researches. 

Coorles Darwin to hi8 IIOtL George. 

My DEAR GEORGE, JUII<! 26 [1870J. 

All your astronomicaJ work is & mere insignificant 
joke compared. with your Darwin discoveries. Oh good 
Lord th&t wb should be descended from a "Stewa.rd of the 
Peverel "; but what in the name of Heaven does this mean 1 

I Bernard', name for his grandfather. 



238 A Century of Family Letters (OHA.P. XVI 

'there is 8. sublime degree of mystery about the title. But 
I write now pa.rtly to tell you that we go on Sa.turda.y morning 
to L&ura'sl hOIlil6. She has moat kindly lent us her bouse, 
for your mother 8&ys, I believe truly, tba.t I require cha.nge 
and rest. 

My mother, on the other hand, wrote to my sister: 

~~~~~ J:~::;:::f:n~o=tt~::~~aa:~t~~ 
aJso AWlt Caroline &liked me a. multitude of questions, 110 I 
curee the old D.'s in my bea.rt." And to me: "F. has 
received the MS. from Col. Chester carrying the Da.rwins 
back 200 years. I don't know how it is, I should c&re a 
liUk if it re1a.ted to Wedgwoods. F. is inte.naely interested 
and the old wills are curious, in some eaaea leaving a ahiI.-

tinA; father and mother spent the month of Augmt-, 1879, 
at Coniston. My father enjoyed the journey there with 
the freshness of a boy-th:e picnic luncheon, and the 
pa.ssing country seen from the train. Even IJlieaing the con· 
nootion at Foxfield, and being hours ia.t.e, did not daunt 
his cheerfulness. One expedition was made to Grasmere. 
My {a.ther wa.s in a state of enthusiastic delight, jumping 
up from his seat in the carriage to see better at every 
atriking moment. During this visit they also had the 
interest and pleasure of making friends with Ruskin. I 
remember very well his first c&ll on them and his courteous 
manner; his courtesy even included giving my father the 
title of " Sir Charles." Ruskin spoke of the new and baJeful 
kind of cloud which ha.d appeared in the heavens, and his 
distreseed look showed that his bra.in was becoming clouded. 

~~h:n;~~~O I~~,8~~ymlau~~~~ ~t;~~= thl were married on January 3rd, 1880. This marriage 
:o:e: ~th::;fom::.to my mother'sl.ife, as Ida beca.me 

forT::y ff!e.~:~~ :!a~n ~~!U!~ ~:~:ul~ur~:~ 
have made for hi.mself. 

1 MiN Fontei' of Weat·Haokhurat. Abi.JJ&er. 
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Francil Darwin to !lid Bisler Henridta LikhfiUd. 

My DEAR :E(J:NBIE'l"l'A., DOWN, Jar.., 1880. 

I think the coat exploded very well. I left it on 
the study table, furry side out and letter on the top at 3, 
110 that he would find it at 4 when he started his wall .. 
Jackson W88 2nd conspirator, with a broad grin and the 
Cloat over his arm peeping thro' the green baize door while 
J saw the C088t clear in the study. 

You will see from Father's delightful letter to U8 how 
much pleased he was. He W88 quite affoot6d and had 
tears in his eyes when he came out to see me, and said 
eomething like what dear good children you all are. I 
think it does very well being long and 10086. 

YOIll'fl affec .• 
F. D. 

I told mother juat before. so that ahe might come and 
eee the fun. 

Ohariu Darwin to hi.t children. 

My DEAR ClnLDREN. DOWN, 17 Jan., 1880. 

I have just found on my table your present of the 
magnificent fur-coat. H I have to travel in the winter it 
will be a. wonderful comfort. for the last time I went to 
London I did not get over the cold for 2 or 3 days. The 
coat. however, will never warm my body so much &8 your 
dear affection has wa.rmed my heart. 

My good dear children. 
Your affectionate Father. 

CHARLES DARWIN. 

N.B.-I should not be myself if I did not protest that 
you have a.ll been shamefully extravagant to spend 80 

much money over your old father. however deeply you 
may have pleased him. 
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My mother wrote to Leonanl: .. You will expect to bear 
wbether we are alive; firstly the ooat is & great 8U000B8, 

and though F . began by thinking it would never be cold 

=J~:'::: ~~::;m.::t: ~~ it 80 

8.~, .Ap. 4, 1880 . 

. . . F . .nd I U'8 just beginning to find oot wbether- we 
an on our heade or our beele (politioally)1 but &8 I am 100 
t.imee m01'e pleased than yon can possibly be BOrry, I think 
you ought to give up being BOrry at aU. Our mental 
cbmpagne has had very little 8ympat.hy except from Aunt 
EliB., ae Fra.nk ba.rd.ly ca.ree and George C&I'e8 a little the 
wrmg way; though he says now that be hopes the Liberals 
may be all strong &8 poeaible 80 &8 not to have to truckle. 
Serioualy I 8hall be very glad if my opinione and yours 
gradually oonverge, as I have felt it rather painful to ha.ve 
them 80 diametrically oppoe.ite to each other. . I rather 
hope Gladstone will not take offioo for his oonaistency's 
oab . . .. 

u! t~8H~= ~ldS80hism~~t!~ ~::t~ 
ranged that they .hould go in a through carriage from 

~~YM:-~ = ~ ':: ahU;:!d':k~£ 
and forwards till we were 80 utterly • tumed round' that 
when I oaUed out, 'Why there is St Paul',,' F. oalmly 
usured me that it must be eome ema.ll ohurch, 88 St P&ul'e 
...... three milee from Victoria, where we then were. F.'e 

~a:: t~Meh:n~g&~ b:1~~ ~ ~u;n:~:J 
the Tl.e,.ow:~' did and saw a t deal, my father eepeciaJly 
enjoyins & lunch in Frank SB:ifour" rOOml. My mother 
went to Trinity Ch&pe1 to bear the organ. She wrote: 
"I 1n!IDt to the organ~loft and Mr Stanford ehewed the 

1 Thia refenI to the GeQeral Election .tMr GLadatone', MJdlothiau 

h:nc~~".==~~~~U~O:~~~ 
a ripi; to t.ha~ poIitioD. 
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e&ct of atope, etc. (my bed is quite oomf.)." This caauaI 
.yle is very characteristic of her, though what was the 
oonnection in berImind between the two ideas no mortal 

. man can tell. 

S"._.188O. 

F. has no proof abeam and has taken to training earth· 
worme but does not make muoh progreaa, as they can neither 
eee Dor hear. They ate, however, amusing a.nd apend hours 
in eeizing hold of the edge of a. cabbage leaf and trying in 
n.in to pull it into their holea. They give such tugs they 
abake the whole 1ea.f. 

'6 

-
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CHAPTER XVII 

1880-1882 

Eliubeth Wedpood'. death-A month" Patterdal&-ErMOlUl 

~~de::-r:-~:'e1~~A~r!:-C:;~~ 
.mow. state of health-Ilia death on April 19th, lau. 

Oua aunt Elizabeth had a eeriOD8 Ulneae in the autumn of 
1879. From this ,he never entirely recovered, and died 
on November 7th. 1880. at the age of 87. Her little bent 
tigore had been a familiar Bight to U8 all as she came into the 

~;;~ng.~mtint~~~ ~ st.f:a;:,d.!~~= :~~~~ 
My mother would then put by whatever ,he waa doing in 
Ol'der to go to her. Thill waa 80metimee difficult, but she 

:~~~~an!w= !dh=b''::o:: wShe~~ ~~ her interesta, and made constant attempts to protect her 
from the begg&l'8 and imposters who beset her to the end of 
her life. 

My mother thus deaoribes going to EJ.iz&bet.h's house 
after her death: 

Emma Darwi,. 10 Aer daugAW HtmridIa LiJciftdd. 

(9". 20, 1880.] 

I went down yesterday and .tIed lOme boob. The 
moet patbetio thing I 8&W was the old parasol in its own 
place; but it did not tempt me to take it away-it would 
be littJe to me anywhere else and the maids might care for 
it. Tony is nr.ther pathetio too. never barking. and wanting 
notice 110 much. But wben I think what ber life might 
have been this winter, even with something like a recovery. 
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I feel nothing but joy. lIury Allen', [lettAer] w .. 
peculiArly moo from the moderation of the expresaiona. I 
am very near at the end of all my anawera. It is rather 
di8agree&.ble getting into the way of aaying the 8&Dle thing 
&0 everybody, thought almoat all I wroto to really cared. 

Josiah Wedgwood, of Lejth Hill Pla.oe. had died on 
Karch 11th in the lame year. The following letter W&8 
written when my parents were paying their first visit there 
after hie death. 

1.&11'0 HILL PuCII, 8uday {D«l., 1880]. 

I did not peroeive tbat aunt Caroline waa agitated on 
ilM'ing \18; she talked oheerfully till we went to unpack. I 
had a long talk with ber after lunch, and F. W&8 in very 
IJOOd spirit. and talk &8 long aa he lltayed. . He is 110 full 
fA. WaJl&oe'a affair be h ... no time for hiB own, and haa 
ooncooted provisional letters to Gladatone and the Duke 
of Argyll. The last I am Bure he will send-the first is nQt 
quite certain. He is influenced by Huxley fooling 80 sure 
that Gladstone would like to oblige him. 

(DoWll.J",.,.,..,.1881.] 

I t.hink I never enjoyed a.nything 80 much in politics a8 

wben the Speaker at last put his foot down on Wednesda.y 
morning,' and all the more becaU8e it disappointed horrid 
lit Biggar and his papers and Blue books. I was out of 
.u. patleMe with the Spealter and. the Executive, but 
lin Mulholland, who called here yesterday, said tb&t the 
ret.ioeooe wu preconoerted in order to give them plenty of 

• A CiYil Lilt pen.ion lor AU Wallaoe, whioh wu beltowed on 

~-:~ ~:r18:a\hu°!ro~'?nJio~I~~~~-:-:Dn: :o.°rGr.'d~ "De to an time to write IlDder luoh circum.tanoea. Good heavellJ I 
.." ~ 1 am." Lil' oM ~ 0/0. D., Vol. lD"J' 128. 

eolmmolM re::~ :b6 ~ foZ!::.~~ =ti,,::,. ;0 ~= ~ 
... tnact the Coercion ~ the Home Rulen "kept the HOD1811i.ttiol 

~m w~~Qdda~v!ebr::z 7~t:. 'io~~~n=~'~~ :::~ 
bad Dot the obll~ction been ended by the SpoUer puttins the 
lIoQoQ On hill otm .uthority. 
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rope to bang themselves. She 86i.d [her father] Sir John 
Lubbock hu had an unusual quantity of sleep, 68 most of 
the membera dieliked much more getting up early than 
sitting up late, and 80 be took that part of the duty on 
condition of being let all ea.rly at night. It wt" all sy&­
tematical1y arranged. . .. I am going down preaently in 
the Batb-chAir to 100 B., who baa been in bed for&. week 
without letting us know. You know wha.t my feelings 
must be about the poor old man, but I am Ilraid he will .......... 

Hurrah for Mr Fegan 1 Mrs Evans attended a prayer 
meeting in which old M. made "., nioo a prayer &8 ever 
you heard in your life." 

The eentenoe about B. alludes to the fact that ahe was 
very free in wishing people to die, and sometimes used to 
say that abe believed her wishes were eftective. "Old M." 
",u a. notable old dnmbrd in the village of Down, con· 
verted by Mr Fegan. 

PH. 17Il,lS81. 

Yeetero&y evening a meaeenger came to say that old 
Kra Lyne bad died suddenly. Mrs EV&D8 said, "I don't 
like to tell Misai8 for fear it should upset her," She little 
knew my feelings. She is the dirty old woman, and I wish 
I bad looked after her 8OOnet, not by way of keeping her 
alive though. 

Choriu DanoS" to 1M .tOIl <horve 'ft. Madara. 

4, BRT .... n1'(lx. 8n.:&u. 8f111dc1y, Feb. 17 (1881]. 

My D:lAll a.OBOE, 
We came here on Thunda.y and have aeen lots of 

people, but there is nothing eepeciaJ. to ten. . Thanks for 
looking out for worm-eaatings. It is hopeJe. where the 
soU is dry. Perhaps you may see some whenever you go 
into the interior. We oame up at this particular time that 
I might attend Burdon Sanderson's Lecture at the Royal 
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Institution on the movements of plante and a.n.i.m.als com­
pared. He gave a very good lecture. I was rooeived with 
great honour a.nd placed by De 180 Rue alongside the chair­
man and was applauded on my entrance I 

One experiment was very striking: the measurement of 
the rate of transmission in man of the order to move a 
muscle, and it took about Thrth of a second, the distance 
being & little over I foot. I ba.ve been trying to bve an 
interview with the Duke of Argyll, who wrote 2 moet civil 
DOtes to me, dated" Privy Seal Office," and saying that 
be would 800 me .. here" at 10.30. So I went to the 
Office, and an old clerk expressed unbounded astonish-

::~ ::!~to'~:~th:on::::: !~ll h;o::.~~ 
You will have heard of the triumph of the Ladiea 1 at 

Cambridge. The m&jority was so enormous th&t many 
men on both sides did not think it worth voting. The 
minority was received with jeers. Horace was sent to 
the Ladies' College to communicate the success and was 
received with enthusiasm. Frank and F. Galton went up 
to vote. We had F. GaJ.ton to Down on l&st Sunday. He 
was splendid fun &nd told us no end of odd things. 

Monday.-I have jUflt returned from a very long call on 
the Duke of Argyll. He was very agree&ble and we dis­
cussed many subjecte, a.nd he was not at all cooky. He 
W&8 awfully friendly and sa.id he 8hould come some day to 
Down, and hoped I would come to Invera.ry .. 

Goodbye, dear old George. 
Your affectionate father, 

ClI. DA.RWIN. 

There are ma.ny sentences in my mother's letters showing 
the great happiness her little grandson Bernard g&ve her. 
She wrote when he was away on a visit that she was thirsty 
for" his little round face," and the following letter tells of 
her sympathetic care for him when he was 10000g his nurse 

I In Fob., 1881, a Graooof tho Senate Wail passed by 398 ~aill8t 32 
~~1n~mE~!!~n~~tn!~ p~t themselveI! for the "Li Ue-Go" 
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~~b ::hm.m:ge~s%~~81~:W~~k0hl: 
father to say tt:::. Nanna would come alter be was in bed. 

~=~m:.glt f~d l :;:t~ :t t~hetr::: ~~ 
Mrs ~&ftlow'8 .nd he should go and eee her. He said, • I 
sh&ll8000 bave her oot of Mrs Parslow'l!I.' When I told him = 'h:-~~ f'd:'tmU=ft' t~t~; ~~ .u.~l!e:ri~ 
v*h~~ :: c~,!d h,:tD~°:tt! ~~~ ~~::'~e S&id 
to her. " You ought to bve told me, Na.na., you ow;ht to 
have told me." 

[Spri1l9', 1881.] 

I ca,n't think how Gla.datone can propoee the monument 
for Lord Beaconsfield with any degree of sincerity. It is 
not that he thinks Lord B. in the wrong upon almoet aJl 
publio questions. I can faney getting over that diffioulty; 
but that until ten years ago no party believed him to bve 
any principle. I think the handsomeness about him has 
been rathet' immora.1. Every Liberal vyeing with the rest 
to do him honour. The Dean's sennon eeem.e to have been 
ouUipoken in 80me degree. 

On June 2nd we all went to a bouse at Patterdale ta.ken 
for a. month. I think tha.t this 8000nd visit to the Lake 
oountry was nearly &fI full of enjoyment &8 the first. It W88 
an especial happiness to my mother for the rest of her We 
to remember her little 8tzolls with my father 7 the aide of 

~~ m:~ ::~o:eo~~~tfur: oo%=tav:!n~e::{k 
by the edge of some fine rooks going sheer down into the 
lake. 

{PATTDD.u] 8 • ..00, (J""",,, 1881J. 

The day ha.a turned out even more beautiful than the 
first Sunday. We all, but F., went in the boat, as flU' 88 the 
How Town landing-place, where we got out. Bernard was 
with us, dabbling his hand in the water And very quiet and 
happy. It was very ehanning up among the junipers and 
rocks. William was much delighted but is rather troubled 
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~~:;l!ft.h ~:hmarr:rg~n:~ s~~~r~~~81 ~ W~~:o~e 
fat h~ to My lha.t Nanna, would come after he was in bed 
& YMtetd&y morning I found I must tell him the truth or 
n4n~ deceive him. At first I told him that she was a.t 

~ ,s~:o:a:!e sh! !:t ~~~ ~~~~~.~ \VhenH; t:~d~ 
,~ t:s 8~J~~ iOd~~·:~iei~' t~t ~~; ~~'!uI.~J!~ri~£ 
very quietly but could not get over it for some t.ime." 

'YPen he first saw his nurse after her marriage he said 
to her. "You ought !;o have told me, Nan"" you ought to 
have told me," 

[Spring,1881.J 

I can't think bow Gla.dstone can propose the monument 
for Lord Beaconsfield with any degree of sincerity. It is 
not that he thinks Lord B. in the wrong upon almost &U 
publio questions. I can fancy getting over that diffioulty; 
but tha.t until ten years ago no party believed him to have 
any principle, I think the handsomeness a.bont him has 
been rather immoral. Every Liberal vyeing with the rest 
to do him honout. The Dean's sermon seem8 to ha.ve been 
outspoken in aome degree. 

On June 2nd we all went to a. ho\lSe at Patterdale taken 
for a month. I think that this second vlliit to the Lake 
country was nearly as full of enjoyment &8 the first. It wag 
an especia.l happiness to my mother for the rest of her life 

ihe i!:~beI ~~v:t:W01~~~~ic~ ': !~h:;l ~~h!~w~ 
often setting off alone together for a certain fa.vourite wall~ 
by the edge of some fine rocks going sheer down into the 
lake. 

[PATIEBDAI..E] Sullila!l [Jfl.n.8, 18SjJ. 

The da.y bas turned out even more beautiful than thr. 
first Sunday. We all, but F., went in the boat, as far as tn.1 
How Town la.nding-place, where we got out. Bernard wa;f 
with us, dabbling his hand in the water and very quiet arid 
happy. It was very charming up among the junjpers a.nu 
moh. William was much delighted but is rather troubred 

iClThe r ,IE" ofCharIE~Dar· 'in OnlinE 
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by wiahing (or Sara. F. got up to his beloved rock. tim 
moming, but juat tben a fit of his dauling oame on a.nd be 
oame down. 

In my mother', diary there is the entry:" Down, July 16. 
Litcbee. Lusbingtons, Misa North." It was one of thOle 
ideal days when we oould Ait under the limes all <l&y. My 

=~'::a~g ~:f!t;:e!:S:r~;r~~~!d =~ 
ano her enchanting mueio. Tbit is .. happy memory of tho 
lut .ummer of the Down of our youth. 

Erumus Da.nrin died on Augwrt. 26th, a.fter four days' 
illneee. He Was weary of life, and the conat.ant. burden of 
ill-bealth, but for WI all the 1068 waa irreparable. He waa 
buried at Down. 

W. E. Darwin to hi! mother. 

A.,,,,, 27, 1881. 

Next to coming to Down, one of my greatest plea8uree 
w ... going to see dear Uncle Era.s whenever I wu in London. 
He teemI to me much more than an uncle, and from quita 
.. little boy I can remember hiJ etea.dy lrindne. and plea&­
antneee, always knowing how to make me feel at ease and 
be amU8ed. After I grew up, it year by year W8.8 " greater 
happineee for me to go and see him. To me there was .. 
oharm in hi8 ma.nner that I never eaw in anybody elae. 

DOWN, M(tllday (AtI9'. 29/-', 1881). 

It will be very delightful to us to have you boro, my 
dear ohUd, and I hope you will come before the funeral. 
I don't. kno ... any that. we ,han have in the houee. but if ... e 
had we bve pLenty of room for you. I am eure it mU8t. be 
a happy thought to you tb&t. he knew how much you 10V8d 
him, 01' rather tba.t he loved you (for I don't think he thought 
much about other people', affection-bo knew of his own 
feelings). 
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Charles Darwin to his 80ft. Genrge. 

WlII8T WOJl.TmNG HOTEL, SIJ1l. sell [l881] . 

. . I have had a long and plea.sant talk with Mr Rich. 
and there is something about him which pleases me much; 
he is 80 llimple and modest. I think tha.t I told you tha.t 
I thought myeelf bound to tell him of the large fortune 
from Erasmus, and that under 8uoh ohanged circumstances 
I considered him most Jtdly justified in altering his will. I 
begged him to coDBider it for a week, and then let me hear 
his decision. But he would not let me finiah, and protested . 
he should do nothing of the kind and tba.t with 80 many 
8OD8 I .required much money. In this I heartily agree, 
though your mother is quite sorry i I now feel convinced 
that nothing will induce him to change. 

This autumn a strip of field W&8 bought to add to the 
garden beyond the orchard. One chief object was to have 
a hard tennis-court, but the new pieoe of ground a.dded 

~t!!~ ,!W:~ tru::~:: w1tht~he~a:att:b~u~1e ~=:. 
court, and &8 800n as they are ma.tured they are to be 
broken to F." 

m!le:~~d o~~~ ~~, i~ ~illn;:eni~ sle~ y~J, 
but I feel as if you had but just gon~not exactly the style 
of Mme. de sevigne." 

Emma Darwin to M:r daughter-in-law Bara. 

DOWN, Friday [Oot., 1881] . 

. . . I think F. is quite set up by our happy week a.t 
Cambridge. We aa.w ma.ny pleasant people, and F. called 
on old Dr Kennedy, of Shrewsbury, who was particularly 
pleased to see him. We went to aee the red picture" and 
I thought it quite horrid, so.fierce and 80 dirty. However. 

1 Sir W. B. RiohmODd'. pioture of Charlea Danrio in the Library 
01 the Phi!osophioal Booiety. 
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it it under a gI ... and very high up, 10 nobody oa.o Bee it. 
Our ohief dissipation was going to King's, for which the 
tram waa very handy. 

F. and I often reflect how well off we are in dAughf.ent.i.n­
law and how eaaily our 110M might have married very nioe 
wlYel that would not have aaited ua old lalka, and above 
all that would not really have adopted us 10 affectionately 
.. you have done. I never think without .. pang of the 
third that is gone .... 

Emma Danoin kJ Ur oo1UJlder HenrtdUJ lAkAfWd. 

WIld~.N(HJ.23,1881. 

F. is at last getting BOme reward for theee months at 
the miotOBCope, in finding out something quite new about 
the atructure of roots. However, it m .. kes him work all 
the harder now. Among his idiotio letters, a good l&.dy 
writee to a.ek him whether abe may ,till kill snails, which 
do her eo much damage, or &re they aa uaeful as worma. 
AJao a gentleman from AUlltralia to enquire why the black­
eued and white atumps of trees all about do not affect the 
ooIour of the I.&mba &8 they did in Jacob'a time. I thought 
he must be joking, but F. said he W&8 quite seriOUII. 

We are very muoh oharmed with Lord G. Paget's &ooooot 
of the Crimean War, .. ,ubject I dialike 80 much that I 
am .u.rpiiaed to like it 80 muoh; but he only tella what 
be 8&W b.im.aeIf, and he W88 in England at the worst of 
the hortOra. F. is very muoh in love with Lady G. too, 
who was them part of the time. Ria paaaion for her haa to 
feed upon very little; but he is convinoed ahe is beautiful 
by the way ahe waa coaxed and feted, and Marmora', 
It.aUan Band to play to her everywhere. All about Car­
digan is amusing. Lord G. thinka it. auch 'Ul"prizing good 
luck if he behaves decently, and you eecape coming to .. 
quarrel with him. He 'peaka constantly of the extreme 
beauty of the Crimea. We ha.ve also begun Lyell ['a Life]. 
The acrap of autobiogra.phy is plea.ea.nt. He bated all bia 
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.,hools .,., much, and DO doubt tbere are fewer w. 
acn-blel now. I horrified F. the other day by _ying 
that I thought the Frencb plan of baYing .upervilion in 
~ dormitoriee .... yery good. What. oan boyt do better 
at ni&bt than bold their tooguee and go to Ileep. It is no 
adyAD .... that they .howd haft UproariOUl p.me8. and if 
boDying takes plaoe it illure t() be at that time. G. W&8 

ftII'y milemb1e ... a little boy, till they got that room to 
themeelvee (not to mention all the bad talk). 

Eraamua, the eldest child of Horace Darwin. wu born on 
December 7th. 1881. 

Emma Donotn. to HOIroU aM lela Danoin.. 

8QL. [Do,"" D.t.. 10, 1881). 

My O.A&KST IDA AND HOLlOJ:, 

This is only to be the shortest line to 8&1 how delight­
ful it is and hu been at all odd times ever einoe that bleaeed 
Tburaday letter to think of you with little Erae. by your 
side. In the night it hu been my first and lut thought. 
No .. I .hall pl'Ofle to Hen., and "be may read you what ahe 
libo. 

Your loving mother, 
E.D. 

gMma DaM", to 0 dGtlflakr HaridkJ IAlcAjkJd. 

Fna, JlOrMttg {LoHOO., Dec., 1881J. 

I went thie morning euiy to Dr Clark. He iI resolved 
to oome ADd .,., F., for hill own p&euure, I think. I told 
him about the pube, ADd he Mid that ahewed that there 
.&1 lOme derangement of the heart, but be did not take a 
";oa. 'flew of it. He .poke affectionately of George. 
and eaid be felt confident he "18 attainiDg rather .. higher 
at.&ndard of hMlth. ADd of hiI wonderful eoergy and in­
dUlt.ry, and that be thought hill mibd in ru. liDe .. AI equal 
to Ilia f.theI",. My bMt love to H. and Ida. I.houldhave 
liked to _ h. with her baby before it get. the least .tale. 
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My father's hea.J.th had given much cause for uneaeine88 

~rt!~!~::e~h~~8~t':'. in rJ.~eh~t:t:n~f Il!~!e h:b~: 
to buy 8. larger house, partly with a view of making their 
visits to us roore comforta.ble. 

Sunday [Jail. 21, 1882]. 

I a.m glad you have taken the step in favour of Kensing­
ton Square. I have no doubt that F. will get used to its 
ways and find it come quite natura.l after a bit. 

I have been reading such old letters of my mother's, 
.bout going to school; it is l.ike looking into a forgotten 
picture of myself. I sent a commission to aunt Eliz. in 
London to buy me a. gown for not more than LO /- (a cotton 
one). 

At the end of the month my father's heaJth rela.psed. 

~J:bfu:rle::l~r~h ~:!d ;:~ d:e~~t~~ ~~mh~~ 
however, happy times, sitting with my mother in the orchard, 
with the crocus eyes wide open and the birds singing in the 
.pring sunshine. 

Dr Andrew Clark came on the LOth March to see him. On 
the 13th I see my mother entered in her diary " looked out 
of window," as if that waa I) step; then there came a. rally of 
• fortnight. Dr Norman Moore was also coming at intervala. 
On the 17th April she wrote, " Good day, a. little work, out 
in orchard twice." On the 18th, "Fatal attack at 12." 

I arrived on the morning of the 19th and found him being 
supported by my mother and by my brother Frank. She 
'Went away for a. little rest, whilst we stayed with him. 
During that time he said to us, "You are the best of dear 
nurses." But my mother and my sister soon had to be sent 
for, and he peacefully died a.t half - past three on the 
19th April. 

My mother was wonderfully c&l.m. from the very first, 
a.nd perfectly natural. She came down to the drawing­
room to tea, and let herself be amused at some little thing, 
and smiled, almost laughed for 0. moment, as she would on 
any other da.y. To us, who knew how ahe ha.d lived in hia 

~i ~~~~::a h~dh:H~=io~v~::d~~n~~~! 
and are wonderful now to look back upon. She lived 

\ 
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!~~~~ :::~ut:~=d=~'b::~ sf,: l:l:h: r:b!tlo h:; 
life &8 beat she could and to think over her precious pa.at. 
This wish for obscurity came out in her eager desire to get 
the firatsight ol her neighbours over, and then, &B she sa.id, 
.. they will not think about me any more." 

Emma Darwin to her son Leonard. 
BridnN· 

My DEAREST LEo, 
It is always easier to write than to speak, and BO, 

though I shall see you so soon, I will tell you that the 
entire love and veneration of all you dear sons for your 
Father is one of my chief blessings, and binds us together 
more than ever. When you arrived on Thursday in Bucb 
deep grief, I felt you were doing me good aud enabling me 
to cry, and words were not wanted to tell me how you felt 
fOl'me. 

Hope (Wedgwood] expresses a feeling that I should not 
be pitied after what I have professed and had been able to 
be to him. This is put very badly in my words; but hers 
gave me gres.t happiness. 

My father wrote in his Autobiography: .• You all know 
your mother, and what a good mother she has ever been to aJl 
of you. She has been my greatest blessing, and I can declare 
that in my whole life I have never heard her utter one word 
which I would ra.ther have been \U18aid. She haa never 
fa.i1ed in kindest sympathy towards me, and has borne with 
the utmost patience my frequent complaints of ill·health and 
discomfort. I do not believe she ha.s ever missed an oppor~ 

!~ni~ o!o~~fo~=~ ~~~ns~,a.:o:e:yhe~y ~=:! 
in every single moral quality, consented to be my wife. 

~~u~ou~llie, :bc~th~~~ ~:Wdh= ~~m.f= 
a very long period a misera.ble one from ill~hesJ.th. She 
hae earned the love a.nd admira.tion of every soul near her." 

Shortly after my fa.ther's death, my mother wrote down 
notes of memories tha.t she wished to keep fresh in her mind, 

~~;~b:;t~!o~h~fI ~~~tlth~~:U;!::r!!:I had 40ne 
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"Happy Cambridge visit. Joyous arrival at 66 (Hills 
Road, the Horace Darwina}-admiring the house-pretty 
well all the time .... 

" His pleasure in the kind zeal of his sons in • giving up 
the study' to him.1 This remained fresh with him to the 
last. Lying on sofa in drawing·room looking at what he 
oalied Henrietta.'s shrine.2 

liv:~: rt!:;87~~;~~~!c~~~e:J !d~rd~~e;:e! 
~~'::::s :; ~~~;.--' It is &!most worth while to be siok to 

.. r don't know what he said to whioh I answered, • You 
speak as if you had not done just the same for me.' 

" Oh that I could remember mor&-but it was the same 
loving gratitude many times a day. 

w:~~r:~:f~ea:~ ~~l:~t~h g::;e:i~ 
from West Indies on Ap. to [1882]. C. not up to talking 
for very long, but enjoyed George's news .... 

ha';~:o~~!'in~~n~ l!h~ r~~~~;,:e~:; ;:~~. J 
you are awake:' He had taken the anti·spasmodio twice. 

" I will only put down his words afterwards-' I am not 
the least afraid of death.' • Remember what a good wife 

L~~ ~~~~ ~:y ~a~:'~~ T:;; :.~Y ~:~~ ~o:~~m:: 
distress he said, • r was so sorry for you, but I could not 
help you.' Then,' I am glad of it,' when told I was lying 
down. • Don't call ber; I don't want her.' Said ofwn 
• It's almost worth while to be sick to be nuraed by you.' . .. 

"2MClY, 1882. 

a :~!~~~ ~~~~.o~.PO~o&::~~~~~Y81n~~,°:i!! 
• Sunda.y Trampe.' 3 C. was delightful to them and enjoyed 
their visit heartily. . .. Mar. 3. BiB atate was now more 
languid, walking ahort distances very slowly. (I remember 
one walk with him to the Terrace on a beautiful. still. bright 

:l~;~~ree~~~th~~~t!n~~::~~ht~~h 
I Meaning that they inmeWd on his taking the hilliard.room for 

his atudy and giving up hill old swail one. 
M 'h!\~ ~~t~:~~r!~o::!f!.hina and pi~ that faced him 

I W:rking partiee anaoged by Sir Leelie Stephen, Sir F. Pollock 
and othen. 

.~ :1'1 
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" I UIed to go ro bed early when he Buffered 80 muoh from 

::.t~ = :!!i;:;::; :;b:J~~;!:nif=a hi:! 
=;lorn:!~~ J!! ::nd ~:i~ ~~~ ~~=S:v~~~~p,ied him~ 

Emma DanDi1l. to her !on Leonard. 

My ».u Leo, DOWlf. Fri4or. 
I have very little to tell you except how beautiful 

the weather is ... I feel (I, Bort of wonder that I CILIl in e. 
IDeullre enjoy the beauty of spring. I &Dl trying to get 
80me fixed things to do at certain time.. Bernard's le.ona 
be & great help to me, IUld 80me reading with Beaay; but ab, 
how I miss my d&ily fixed occupation, always received when 
I went to him with Borne sweet word of welcome. 

I often a.dmired. the courage and energy with which she 
filled up her day and let no ODe perceive that soo m.iaaOO 
the framework of her occupation for almost eve?; hour of 

:::~g'~ !:~, ~~;h:W ;ow:~l~1:l!ttohis BoIlwte~!:!:: 
her, "but yours is a double 1088." 

During my father'a laat yoars her whole day waa planned 
out to suit him, to be ready for reading aloud to him, to go 
hia walks with him, and to be cousta.ntly at hand to a.llevia.te 
his daily discomforts. 

He breakfasted e&rly, and came out from his study to 
re&d hill letters between nine and ten, have a. little ~ 
aloud, and then went back to work till neady twelve o'clock. 

:: ~ul:Jt~n M:~~~h:o~~~'t::h.t~n';t~ u.::;. 
the weather allowed, go with him round the "aand-walk." 

After luncheon at OM, he read the newapaper, then 
came letter writing by dictation, which waa often her taak, 

:~: :n'd~:;:e ,:~e :a~ooAA:..~d tCr:t;:d 
be another walk together; he would then do an hour's more 
work. ha.ve another rest a.nd then more reading aloud. His 
e!fllling was pasaed in the drawing-room if they '\Ife'l'e alone. 
He read a. little scientific German to himself and then there 
would be reading aloud again or sometimes music. 
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Emma DaMn to hM aon William. 

My DJ:A..RBST WILl.IAH, DOW1;, May 10, 1882. 

Your dea.r letter was & great happiness to me. I 
never doubted your affection for an instant, but this has 
brought such an overflow of it that it ma.kee me feel tha.t 
you could not spare me, and makes my life valuable to me­
and in every word I say to you, I join my dear Sua. 

Two or three evenings ago they all drew me in the bath­
chair to the sand-walk to 800 the blue-bells, and it was all 
80 pretty and bright it ga.ve me the saddest mixture of feel­
ings, and I felt a sort of aeU-reproQ()h that I could in a 
meaaure enjoy it. I constantly feel how difteI1lnt he would 
have been. I have been reading over his old letters. I 
have not many, we were eo seldom apart, and never I think 
for the last 15 or 20 yea.re, a.nd it is a. conso1a.tion to me to 
think that the last 10 or 12 yeue were the ha.ppiest (owing 
to the former suffering ata.te of his health, which appears in 
every letter), as I am sure they were the m08t over6owing 
in tenderness. 

I felt secure about him, and any little drawback was felt 
[by him as well as by me] to be temporary. How often he 
bas enjoyed his study and said how good" the boys" were 
to make him take it. I can look back on every visit we 

1 Her eon Francis'll wile who had died after Bernard', birth. 
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ever paid yOll, and ha.ve only the impreesion of pea.ooful 
happiness and very little unwellneas. Plea.sa.nt excursions 
or short drives. and the pleasant oha.nge of you returning 
from your work with & little news----&tting on your lawn, 
which I aJways imagine in sunshine. 

Emma Darwin to her daughter Ht7lridla LiUhjieU. 

8atufflay. lCay 13t1l. 1882. 

I am trying to make sta.geB in the day of something special 
to do. It often cornea over me with a wave of desolate feel­
ing that there is nothing I need do, and I think of your true 
words, "Poor mother, you h&ve time enough now." The 
regularity of my life was 8uoh an element of happiness, and 
to be received every time I joined him by some word of 
welcome, and to feel that he wa.s happier that very minute 
for my being with him. Some regrete will still come on, 
but I {,ion't encourage them. I look forward to Wedneaday. 
my dearest, and feel it such e. comfort to write and tell you 
everything. 

JUM8lk,1882 • 

. . . I can quite understand that the ohange to borne gave 
you a fresh set of painful and mela.noholy feeling!l. I am 
sure you will like to hea.t, my dear one, that I do quite well 
without you, though it is a never ceasing comfort to have 
you. Just when I parted with you I had a vivid and 
painful regret which sometimeIJ return& and sometimes is 
softened away, and 80 it made me feel your going more. 
Sara being here these two days when I was uncomfortable 
was a great comfort. as she made it ple&aant for Hen.sleigh 
and }!~anny. .. I like to think how often you were here with 
him all these years. and how he liked your coming. "If 
we had known" everyone may say-but then there would 
not have been the security of all theee years, which itseU is 
such a great p&rtjof happiness.. •. 
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LslTB HILL Pu.~ J_ II [1881). 

It. feels very dismal doing anything for the first time 80 

diftenmtly. F. always ll80d to enjoy a railway joumuy when 
once 8tarted, and alwaytl W68 80 bright and pleasant at 
Leith Hill Place. I ahall be glad to get home. I seem to 
be making more contraata in my own mind here than there . 
. . . I feel aure you never forget, my deam:rt.. Sometimes I 
feel it ae1.fish that my regrets ahould be 80 much confined to 
what I h&ve l08t myaelf. To feel there was one that I 
could al~ always make more happy. . But life is not 
flat to me, only all at a lower pitch; and I do feel it an advan­
tage not to be grudging the years 68 they pass and lamenting 
my age. 

17 
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CHAPTER xvm 
18U--1884. 

A letter to AlI.thon,. llicIl and hit anlwer-Leonud Dantin'. mar· 
riap-The ~1II"'Ilh ... of &he Grove at; C&mbrid&e-Francia 

~=!:~hkinJv~~o:r~f~u:tu~~1fetoG~~ 
hill and Stonyfl.eld. 

AnER my father's death his children agreed. that the fol­
lowing letter shculd be sent to Mr Anthony Rich. 

w. E. DaMn 10 Anthony Rich. 

My DEAR MR RICH, [May, 1882). 

Since my father's death my brotheJ8 and sistm's 
and I have been thinking much over your generous inten­
tion of leaving your property to my father, and, &9 we 
understood, to us &9 his heil's. We wish to tell you how 
truly grateful we feel to you for this emphatic recognition 
of his aervlOOlJ to science and the world. It deeply gratified 
him, and we never shall forget this. I gather that it was 
your intention that his death should make no difference in 
the disposition of your property, but we want you to be 
aarmred that we feel that a new state of thinga haA arisen, 
and one of which you could not calcula.te the effect until 
it actually came. No one as long aA they live can help 
acquiring new interestB, and it is impossible for you to 
fon!8ee what may happen in the ye&l'II I hope you may still 
have to live. 

We, therefore, eameet1y beg you to remember that if 
you should Bee fit to &Iter the disposition of your property, 
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we shall never feel that we owe yoo. a.ny lees gratitude for 
your generous intentiODB towards our dear father; and we 
ask you to keep this letter, in order that you may alwaye 
bear in mind tbat this is our most deliberate request. 

I am, 
Yours always gratefully and sincerely, 

W. E. DllWIN. 

Anthony Rich to W. E. Darwin. 

D'&AB WILLIAM DARWIN. May 17, 1882. 

Yours of yesterday just received. I answer it at 
once without leaving the table at which I was sitting while 
rea.di.ngit. 

First of a.I.l: many thanks for the photogra.ph of your 
father, whioh is exceedingly good, both for the likeness 
aDd the execution. Tbe one which your brother Leonard 
gave me of his own taking, I have b&d fr&med a.nd hung up 
in my room, where it reminds me daily of tbe actual presence 
of one for whom I seemed to fool a positive affection, as well 
as veneration a.ud respect .. 

I made my will before writing to your father to tell him 
the dispositions I ha.d made; and nothing could induce me 
to alter it in that respect. It is & source of pleasure and 
pride to me to think that it could ha.ve boon in my power to 
do anything which would give him ever so small an amount 
of gratification, and I am equally pleased to think that, when 
my course is also run, property which belonged to me will 
descend tQ the worthy children of so noble & man. I do not 
usually keep letters after answering them, but I may perhaps 
leave this one of yolll'9 in my desk, not for the purpose you 
.Qggest, but as an evidence, if wanted, of the dignified dis­
interestedncas of youI'8elf and brothers and sisten;. Pos­
sibly I may see you here 80me da.y or other, in the fulneas 
of time t . I hope that you and your brother George 
will send me & line now and then, just to keep me en rapporl 
with you all. In the monotony of my daily life, I never 
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can ecrew up courage enough to take an initiative in any­
thing: but I am ecrupuloualy exact in answering; that I 
promise you-and that 

lam, 
Very 8incerely YOW'l!l, 

ANTHONY RICH. 

Leonard Da.rwi.n married Elizabeth Fr&8EIr, the sister of a 
brother officer (now General Sir Thomas Fraser), in the 
summer of 1882. Leonard was working at the Staff College 
at Cam berJey. 

My mother spent the 8ummer of 1882 at Down. but 

i!el:~y;~d t~he w;:;:::; ~::C~ :!;a ~~ot::~ 
ii:~; ;::t=· a:~e:he:~:f80!er ~:nn:is ~roo::: 
go on with his botanical work. 

She therefore bought" The Grove," a ple&8aDt house on 

:t:reH:h:~;: t~~ ~ f~: ctSts~C;:~ d: 
80ribed the garden: "I think the Grove garden is the very 
place for an old penon, such nooks and comenl for 8helter 
and seatB." It had old walla and 8preading wyoh elms which 
gave it charm and individuality. 

Before she left Down, Sir J086ph Hooker came to pay her 
a visit. My father had been more attached to him than to 
anyone outside his own family. She wrote that he was a 
good deal agitated on coming in. Another farewell visit 

~-: wt;mfrot;:tLo~~~d"~!~t cb:k =. ns:: w~ 
quite depressed almost all the visit, and I felt impolled to 
talk a little openly to her, and everything she said W(t.8 

80 feeling and ta.steful. Then Frank came in and she 
diecWBed the difficultiee of the Li/~ with him and waa very 
nioe." 

A great pleasure to her at Cambridge wae the little baby 
Erasmus, then eleven months old. She wrote: "It is 
pJeaaant work feeding Er88mus. I was giving him little 
crumbs of cake and he standing giggling for more. He sits 
every day in his chair at luncheon and insists upon havin~ 
~a:~~t~~~Jw~dee his own broth. flapping his 

My father and mother were 80 little separated after 
marriage tha.t 8he had but few letters besides thoee written 
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during their engagement. It was a deep regret to her that 
she bad not kept his scraps of notes when they were apart 
for a dah or two. But the letters I have already given and 

:=: ;;thC~e:~h:en;:r ~h~ ::~ioWb~~tha:n~~:\:~k~ 
~!:,r~h~:r~ ~':n!~t~It' f!ftu~e °an~oh ~= ~~ 
sball see it." 

of:~ ~~~!:r ~~n~~th:: ::; W~~r:nta ~n~~J 
of the publicity, but tho truth and feeling with which 
it was written changed her fear into satisfaction, and it 
became only a happinoss to her. 

Ja1f. 18, 1883, Oambridge. 

It is true tha.t I don't care for art, but I do care about a 
poor widow, 80 you must keep the £10. On Sunday I 
took two little walks, and altogether I am quite a.t my best. 
Rasmus called in his pra.m., driven by Ida.. I was pleased 
at his putting out his a.n:ns to me as soon 8.8 he saw me and 
trotting about the room quite tame .. 

I have been reading Frank's notes on F., and I am quite 
delighted with them. The picture is so minute and exact 
that it is like a written photogra.ph, and 80 full of tender 
observation on Frank's part. Tbe whole picture ma.kes me 
feel aatonished a.t myself that I ca.n make out a cheerful 
life after losing him. He filled 80 much 8pace with his 
interest, sympathy and gracioU8lleaa, besides his love under­
lying and pervading alL I think Frank has done 80 wisely 
in writing down everything. I wrote a. little note to him, 
8.8 I knew I should brea.k down in telling him wha.t I falt .. 

SI"RlNGFIELD, CAMBRIDGE, FridGy [Feb. 1883j. 

Well, our dinner was most elegant. The soup W8.8 univer­
sally admired after the company went. It was all pleasant 
and easy-but what a difference I now feel in company talk. 
I 1U!6d sornetimM to feel tha.t it W8.8 too impersonal for my 
taste; but now it is utter gossip from first to last, and you 
feel such & want of a. real interest coming out through the 
merriment that used to be so delightfuL ... 
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In April she wrote to me after the anniversary of my 
father's death: " It seems to me that the actual anniversary 
doee not bring so much to one's mind &B the time before it. 
Sometimes it fee1a to me nearer than it did six months 
ago." 

I think: Down and the past W&8 always in the back of her 
mind, though she W&8 happy in the 1resent. She rejoiced 

~ro~g~: =~~:~'s!;:g~~i!~~ th~df~l:o ~~,,, 
In a letter to me she wrote: "Bourne's wife iB dead, and he 

has brought home a very swoet--Iooking turnspitish dog." I 
do not know how it would strike anyone else, but to her 
children it seems very characteristic. It was to her an 
interesting foot that she would moot 80 " sweet--looking dog" 
with the gardener. 

My brother Fr&ncis, who lived with my mother, had 
become engaged to Ellen Wordsworth Crofts, in the summer 
of 1883, and they were married in the same a.utumn. She 
had been & lectUtef at Newnham College. 

Emma Darwin to het' BOn Francis. 

My DEAR FRANK, DOWN, 1883. 

This is only & line to say I have received your ha.ppy 
letter and your dear Ellen's moat feeling and charming 
expressions to Bessy and me. Miss Clough greeted 
Ida, "So you have robbed me of my lecturer," as if it 
were Ida's fault. She was very nice and s,vrnpathetio about 
it .. 

Emma Darwin to her daughter Henrietta LilchfiRlcl. 

DOWN, July 7lh, 1883. SaluTday. 

I took a holiday from letters yesterday and loitered about 
the haystack, etc, Our strawberries are grand, and there 
are some in the house who certainly enjoy them. I found 
we were spending 58. & day on cream and milk, so Mrs B. 
and I were equally shooked and are not going to be so 
magnificent, To-day I have a nice novel and nioe work, 
and I mean to fill up my time by looking over the wine and 
doing any other unpleasa.nt thing I can think of .. 



Francis Darwin's Marriage 

DoWlil', 8~ 10Cl, 1883. 

Yesterday such a lovely day, every leaf shining. 
Bernard spent a.lm.ost all day on hie tricycle, going to the 
find of the kitchen garden and back whilst Frank timed 
him with his watch. He is now gone out &lone, and I am 
going to tima him prosent1y. 

Old woman are turning up, so good~bye, my dear. 

This autumn tbey were to move etra~ht to the Grove, 

:~~~o:~ =:~ m~~t~\!n e=~~.w~l! 
~88 more intereeted in landscape gardening than fumish~ 
mg. and tho cutting down of the trees was entirely decided 
by her. She wrote: .. I attended the downfall of the great 

~~~:rt~t 1~b!rm,:!!t~rt8 woe:: r:~:~~t! 
:h p~ft~~ sycamore, instead of going the way they 

hO~:~!,t ~1~ ~~~T. wTh~I~~ ~ ~U;~ 
enable my mother to 866 Bernard almost as often as if he 
stUllived with her. • 

Emma Dam" 10 he- 10" FmtteU. 

DXAR FRANK, [Us!.] 

I can always write pl'08 and COOl! easier than speak 
them; and I want you and Ellen to conaider whether it is 
not rash of you to take so irrevoca.ble a step as to begin 
your houae at on~whether it would not be wiser to wait 
lix months a.nd soo what your oocupation at Cambridge would 
eventually be, and whether if something permanent was with· 
in your power elsewhere you had not better bold yoUl"gelf 
loose for a time. There is another point to be considered, 
viz .• the relations between Ellen and Bernard; and I think 
flverything el8e, and above all the pleasure which Beesy 
and I should have in the constant running in and out of 
Bernard, ought to give way to the best way of Ellen's 
obtaining his a.1Iootion and obedience, and also the feeling 
tha.t your houee should be his real home. I don't foor 
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anything of that 8Ort, as Bernard is ten times as fond of you 
u of anyone elae. 

Of course my wish is to have you as near as possibJe at 
once; but I should be quite content the other way, and I 
think yon have hardly given consideration enough to theee 
two points. You can tell me what you think. At my age, 
76, I cannot look on any arrangement as very durable for 
me, and it is no eftort to me to give up what would be 
the pleasante8t present plan if it does not seem to be 
wisest; and in this feeling Bessy joins, though she would 
feel the weaning from Bernard much more painfnlly than 
I should do. 

Yours, my two dear children, E. D. 

I don't in the least mind talking about it, but I can write 
more clea:rly than speak:. 

Emma Darwitt to her daughter Henrietta Litchfield. 

Friday 1I.ight [Deo .• 1883. ] 

Bessy and Mrs Myers are gone to the EleI;tra of the young 
ladies a.t Girton. We were talking a.bout the play before 
Bernard when he said, "Is it nice '" I answered, "Yes, 
very nice." 

B.: What is it about' 
Me: About a woman murdering her mother. 
This account of a nice play was too much for Jackson's 

gravity. I have been reading your father's letters to 
William which he haa kept. There is a great deal of anxiety 
a.bout the health of you. What & blessing BCience was to 
him through a.ll his anxieties and his bad health. It made 
him able to forget a.ll for a few hoWl!. 

WedneBday[1883]. 

Mrs Cs.rlyle1 is almost too yd, chieOy from such terrible 
bodily 8Ufierings, but how she could write such disloyal 
letters about him, and still more how be could bear to 
publiBh them! 

1 utMT8 (mil MM1I()1'ial, ()f JatI, Wellh Oarlyll. 
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Tlumday (1883]. 

I do so want to talk. over Mrs Carlyle with you, and I 
hope you will get it soon. It is most interetlting a.nd entJer.. 
taining, but 'what a. coarse woman, though only to 8. hus­
band. But one geta fond of her through everything. She 
has Carlyle's taste for very disagreeable personal observa.­
tions. 

Saturday [Marell, 1884J. 

I a.m deep in Maurice,1 and if I could keep to my resolu­
tion of never even trying to understand him, I should 
quite enjoy the book. I think his influence muat have 
ariaen entirely from what he W88 and not from what he 
taught . . . 

I find I do get more glimmerings about Maurioo's opinions; 
but why could not he be happier lOne feels &lm08t angry 
with all his self-reproach about his wife, whom he evidently 
adored. Man was certainly intended to be made of stouter 
stuff. It is comica.I to read Swift's journ&l &long with 
Maurice, 80 undoubting and passionate, a.ngry and aJIee­
tionate. 

.tpril(l884J. 

I think it horrid of M. dot to come and devote herself 
entirely to Ellen. I am afraid she is working out her 
own s&lvation, which I agree with Maurice in thinlring so 
wicked. 

I got Gordon on the brain last night and he bothered me 
very much-more than the Daily Newa can set straight. I 
(""'. 

George, her second son, was now enga.ged to be married 
to Maud Dupuy, of Philadelphia. 

I Lifts of P. D. MauriN by IiliI 1100, General Sir F. Maurioe. 



:z66 A C"""'Y of Family Ldlers [0lW'. rrm 

Emma Danai" 10 MGtUl Dt..p.W' 

My D • .t..a MJ.UD, Tu Gaon, T_dGy [1884). 

Thill is only a line to wish you good·bye. I have 
been 110 vu:ed at George'. attack, which ie 80 ill-timed and 
prevada \be eajoyment 01 your last days together. 

Your 'Yiait here was a. great happlneIIB to me., IW5 eomf)­
thing in you (1 doo't knoW' what) made me feel mare you 
would always be sweet a.nd kind to George when he is ill 
and uncomfortable. 

My dear Maud, 
YOW'S affectionately. 

E. D.nWUf. 

Emma. Darwin 10 Mr da.g4tt:r Bmriella LikA:JWd. 
1101 tb' [1884] . 

.h far aa I make out; you will n&tur&Ily be with U8 tUl 
the Whit Tueeda.y, and I bopeyou and R. might be tempted 
to etr.y &ad 8ee the fint day's race. I don't. know .hether 
you feel above such frivolitiee, but I ,bawd lib it even 
at my .. but f01' being tired. Beeey and I had .. pleua.nt 
te6 at the Myen', She showed me many pbotoB., one 
lovely one of Mrs Langtry witb notbing particular on. 
Hy two old genta l came quite fresh and not tired, and were 
quite ready to talk aD evening. Their fint impftllJlion in 
driving here "'M of IIl6&IlIlMI and amaUnEB! in the atzeete. 

Tn Gaon, 11--, {18St]. 

The Hookere' viait baa been very pJeaaant. William 
came late OD Friday night. He and Sir J0fJ6ph had • great 
deal of talk with Frank about the Lt/e. Sir J. pIeNed me 
Iut. night by .ying: "The 60yf &1'8 DOt a bit altered-just 
.. nice .. they were at Down." 

, Her ttro brothen D&ny and Frank, who prob.b1y h" not. been 
ia Cambridp aooe they were thore .. uaderpaduaw. lOwe .u:ty ,.... ...... 
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ElI~ma Danmn to her Bon LwnaTd. 

CAlIlBlllDQE, FrUfuy [1884!]. 

.. Our garden party, thanks to the weather, looked very 
pretty, and there was plenty of talk. If it were not for the 
bother of talking, and still more of listening, I should like 
it very well, but my mind is not free enough. I pretended 
to know everyone, and only came to dire disgrace on one 
occasion by rashly mentioning a name. 

Emma Darwin to her daU{Jhl.eT Benridta LikJl,field. 

DOWN, X_day [July, 1884J. 

To-da.y by my request Miss A. is going to bring the 
A-fiss B.'s, their next-door neighbours, the family with the 
horrid brother. They feel quite like ;pariahs in the village, 
nobody speaking to them, owing to the brother, who is 
something like insane and imbecile and violent and ill­
behaved. I explained not calling, owing to my age. 

My mother waa always ready to hold out & helping hand 

~:~:t ~ litB::I~wlere!urez:~~t::~~o!h:n'~ps:~~ 
~~kne!h:h:~~~r o~ckm7t:e~v:~ h~;tl:;:C ~~:!tule ~o~! 
th~h:o~!~e :::air f:o~!::! f:O~~8'be ~~i~:a: :l:~: 
but it would , not be giving a true picture of her life if it 
were not told how constantly her mind was occupied 
with a.rrangement8 for giving pleasure or saving suffering. 

The following letter relates to the school at Down, where 
the schoolmaster was too severe to the children. Mrs Skin­
ner, her coachma.n's wife, had children at the school. 

DOWN, Monday [Aug .• 1884J . 

. I went to Mrs Skinner about the school, and she had 
put dowD the dates of the punishments. It was four times in 
the week, besides a violent flogging for some moral offenoe . 

. ---_ ...... _'-' ........ ---''''--------
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One caning waa for blotting hiB oopy·book II one for t&lking, 
a.nd others for not doing dictation or sums right. 

I hue written to Mr Forrest and he promi8cs to oall 
to-morrow. I am sure t.hat nothing will oure a man who 
baa .. habit of caning for auch runaJ.l offences. It shows 
that he must. rather like it .. 

Sir John Lubbock W88 at. the meeting, &lld the result 
ii, on Mr X. denying leverity, that they scold him and let 
him go on, telling the mothers however to inform a.gaimt 
him in future. They soomod to bve ignored hiI omitting 
to note his punishment.. 

DOWN, 8ept. 8 [188'~ 

The laat fine day I waa drawn to the Green·hill. I don't 
believe I saw it Ia.at year. It looked so pretty and tbe lane 
80 grown a.nd bowery, and put me in mind of times when 
I used to sit and watch for him while he went further. I 
shall try to get to the te.rraoe below Stonyfield. 

w~~ = ~~~ith f~~~ :::e~ :!:~!:: ::: 
~ ~em!.~~:J..~g~t~th4~o~~S:!=J~ 
=t:=~ ~h~~~~:Jw~O:~~h~~ 
beyond. The terraoe was 8heltered from the north..e&8t by 

~ar:e'ir!'8~:; ~= ~!3 h:~b~~:h tb~ ~:'k 
~~_t:!c~~!w g~k~:!e, t~::,sl::;'~ ~~, ~~~ 
~,p~~~:o~e~tt~~~Ie~~io~reti:b!~ ~.8b~ 
~: ~O~nd tkc to :~~b~ :iit::t~~~ hf:,d,::,mb; 
pulled by him up~e little aloop pitch on the way home. 

The following letter waa written after her return to 
Cambridge. 

Tu Gao", Wed.udtly (lHo., 18M). 

The dinner-pa.rty W88 very plea.aant. Mr Clark looked 
dejected at first, hut they did not know whether it was the 
imperfection of the lobitel' 8&uoe or the champagne. He 
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cheered up afterwarda and had .. long tali. with M., .hen 
he took .. lump of sugar and ate it, which ahe says is a sign he 
ia quite happy. 

My mother's greater freedom from anxiety d~ these 
last yean made iteelf felt in her increased power of attach­
ing new friends and her eaae in convening with them. The 
Dumber of books she read and her original. way of looking 
at them, her interest in cont6m~rary politios and her power 

~=g~We:::e~xruJ~~g~V~e;n~~n~ :V~rP~1t 
that they were coming to 800 someone to whom they had 
to bring mentaJ. food. 

Soon after this time, ahe gave up coming in to dinner 

~th:!t:: :ro~\;f~a:~b!~'.!!y n:;:g~:. 
.. Bernard and I had. our ices in the waabus," abe wrot&-a 
Diokens allusion which need. not be explained. 
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CHAPl'ER XIX 

18M-1888 

The unveiling of the .tatue of CharlM D_in--Dieky. mr mother'. 
dog-A vuit ~om ber brotbu. lI'rank IUld Hen.Jelgh Wedg-

;:t;;g~~~~::m~~~lr!~tiae:dr!:~t!rit:~l'::-'~~! publication of my r .. ther'. Lift.. 

TBl!: Memorial Statue of my father was unveiled on the 
9th June, 1885, at the Natural History M1l8eum. My 
mother did not attend the ceremony; she wrote, " I 
should like very much to be present but I should prefer 
avoiding a.ll greetings and acquaintances." 

Em.ma Danain to her rlaughl47-in--law Sam. 

DOWN. Mo-nday [ISS5}. 

I came here on Friday, having spent two days at 31, 
Queen Anne St. One of the mornings I went to .900 the 
statue. The situation is unique, and I liked the attitude, 
but I do not think it is a strong likenC88. George has been 
with Mr Boehm to hve 8. cast of his hand taken 88 a sort of 
guide to altering the hands; but I believe if he attempted 
to make them as small as they reaUy were, they would look 
out of proportion with the size of the figure. However I 
never expected to be satisfied with the likeness, a.nd the 
general look of dignity and rop096 is of more consequence. 

It W88 a dismal black day on my arrival [at Down1, but 
I was glad to wander about alone before the others oame. 
On Saturday it WIlS pretty and bright and the garden very 
gay, and everything in great order. 
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I .. W Parslowl on Sattttday and ho was still full of the 
day at Soutb Kensingtou. He sa.i.d he should never forget 
the soene &8 long &.8 he lived, and he was grateful to Willi&m. 
for haring planned it all. Being recognized (as he thought) 
by Admiral Sulivan gratified him too, and the reoepUon 
at Leonard'a, down to tho" Port and Sherry," was all 
deti&htful •••• 

EmmQ DaMn 10 her OOlU}hkr Hmridta LitcAjitlrl. 

D<nnr [8 •• _, 1881). 

On Tuesd&y we had tho S.', for te&. She is pieaa&nt 
and with aome fun in her. I am sure be is a very good step­
father, but what a bore it would be to marry four little boya. 

r am reading & ahort. .tttuk of Scherer on Goethe, in which 
I 10 heartily agree tha.t I enjoy it. He [Goethe] had the 
aim of avoiding all agitaU0D8 or IJOrrow, which was deeply 
eelfisb. 

Dicky, mentioned below, was her little [ox terrier. He 
was very disobedient, and my mother, true to her pJall8 of 

:l=d;;t!~~b:~::::g~~g ~ ~:ee ~a~~~r:"= 
lempt him Dot to roam. He wa.s, however, the gre&tcet 
poasible pleasure to her. She described how" ho muggles 
f!e~ me in tho bath-cbair and gets up quito cloee to my 

The following letter tella o[ '" visit of her two brothers 
Frank and Hensleigh, aged 84 and 82. 

DoW"N, Saturday, Sep(. [188~}. 

We hAVe had two channing warm days whioh I hope you 
have enjoyed. Our two old gents are very placid and com~ 
lorla.ble. Dicky thinks thorn very nioe and ill alW&JI in~ 
listing upon being on their knees. HenUeigh reeiste feebly; 
but Frank g&ve up tho point and wont to eleep nU1"Bing him. 

1 The old buller, then retired Md IiviD8 .. ~ Down, who bad beon 
to London fOf the unvoiling of tbe .tatue. 
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Do1nrC .......... 1881), 

I WIlt and eat in the Stony JNeld to tab my last look of 
the autumn Iighta. There.1I8 0011 one swallow for Dicky, 
to be eat. on my lap watching. 

0.:.. [1886, c... .. amo.j. 

I do not lib Orant Allen', book abont your father. It; 

i. prancing aDd wanta mnpooity. I am reading his JO'tIIt'ff4l 
after .. long interval. It gine me .. eort of oompanioDlhip 
with him. whicb maba me feel happy-owy there are 80 

many questioDa I want to uk. 

Tn Gao ...... 2'1.,."., (R"',~ 111M}. 

I am relieved at your .ccoant of L. I WAIl horridly 
ftDd wben I beud bow unweD she ... and bpt thinking 
" poor Henrietta," putting myoolf in mind of Judr Alder­
IOD'. joke that if he broke hill leg aU the loon'" .. oald .. y 
•• Poor Caroline " [bk mother-~1a" Mrs Drewe). 

I am 10 pieued to ftnd bow comfortable I can mw this 
baby,' She illO pl&eid and .panda her time devoted to the 
,M: but aoneriDg any atteDtion by .. uniIe toDd gather­
ing heneIf up in • lump with both 8Ite in her mouth .. 

I took Dick aero. to oaD on Mn Skinner, and .. dog 
attacked him and muddied him and made him IQUMok. 
He came up to me lor pity and protection. I don't think 
be ... reaDy burt, and when '"' retUl'Ded the dog ... Ifill. 
thEn and Dicky kept hie tail up with great 'pirit, though he 
upt very olooo 10 me. 

I find Bonaparte', OOft"t8poodeoce .ery intere.ting. 
thougb hie dreadful wiakednele in Italy. and croeIty in 
1ItIYPt, 10 oIm ... 100 wonying; I 'hink LaofJey ... only 
100_ •. 

In 1886 there are many ent.rie8 in ber diary of f.~ 
and other be.ltb dieoomfort8; but whenever she WAi • tittle 
betkIr bet apirit waa AI elutia .. eveI'. 

~ Gna4016Q II.". D.nriD, el.dett; flbiJd of Georp, three montba 
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CAJl8&100J:, P.b. 211d [lSS8I. 

I enjoyed my outing and walked aU about. All the 
childrnn were a long time in the field flying luch a good kite 
that I could not look high enough for it for some time. We 
had them to tea and bid&-and-ecek. Raamua (~. 3) .. ked 
me" Graodmama., did your little children have kites t" I 
wonder whetber be knows who my little children are. 

Tu. Gaon, .Ap. 30, 1886. 

I am a good deal charmed by Jeffrey's letters; they have 
lOme of the tute of Lamb'a. The life is dull, &8 Lord 
Cockburn cannot resist giving a long character of 6VCWY 
me he mentiODll, and there iI that weary Bdittburg" ~ 

C.unuuooz, Bpri",. 1888. 

The oxlipe were quite lovely in ma..wea in the wood. 
and with luch variety t hat they 800med of quite different 
spooie.. How F. would ha.vo liked to IlOO such variation 
going on. A gamekeeper tried to diBlodge them, and after 
the manner of men, Ho.raoe was for packing up and going 
home at oooe. But some fair warda and H.'s card mollified 
him and he let them sta.y, " but they must never come 
again." 

of ~c!~ ~l ~:t:: aU::n~.!n~:. t~~g:!: 
Plany visitol'l of this 1wid, old I16rvanta, or the children of 
preeent aervanta. 

(8pri"9,1888}. 

The poor blind girl ia come and I shall roUe Mrs Brom-
1rich hring her up to me Bee and get to have her a little at 
eaae with me. I should like to hea.r about her life at tbe 
A!ylum .. 

I .hall very soon be fixing my day to oame to you, my 
dear. I bve boon 80 "awfully uaed" to you lately that I 
mia8 you aadiy, but I have got through these two days 

18 



274 A Cmtury of Family LetJers [OHAP. Xl:%. 

quite comfortably. I believe yoar advice WAll quite right 
about my keeping erlra quiet when I do any desperate deed, 
such as calling on Mrs-. 

My mother, who was an Went Unionist, was .keenly 
following the debates on the first Home Rule Bill. She 
had been a staunch Whig-Liberal all ber life, but the natural 
tendency of old age towa.rds Conservatism, perhaps made 
it ea.sier for her not to follow Gladstone when he sprung 
Home Rule upon the Liberal party. She had never, how­
ever, made an idol of Gladatone. 

I was absorbed in the debate yesterday, Gladatone's 
was a very fine speech with all the obstacles to the echeme 
slurred over, and with a very unworthy oomparison about 
intimidation in England. I am glad he spoke 80 highly 
of Albert Dicey's book. Trevelyan's' speech was grand, 
and Pa.rnell's a mere personal attack and squabble. and 
very bad even for him. I wonder how it will end. 

Emma Darwin 10 her lI01Io LthMrrJ. 

To GRQVE, S • ..w, (' Mard, 1886]. 

I am in a fever of an.J:iety that Chamberlain and Tre­
velyan don't give way, and then I think Gladstone must 
collapse. I sball be very sony for him however; to end his 
poJitioallife with suoh a fiasco, when no doubt be had hopes 
of doing good .. 

I strongly recommend The /AJe oj H~ Kerr-a 
nun. It is ourious to compare the mind of a real Catholio 
and that of a eemi-Catholio like Miss Sewell-and the step 
between is very broad. The book is very entertaining as 
well a.a interesting. 

1 Sir Goorp Trevelyan "' .. then • Liberal UDioniat. 
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Emma Darwin to Mr daughter Henrietta Likhjield. 
TIll: GRan, 1886. 

The east wind and bright sun are just what I like, &nd 
our old nightingale sang 8 or 9 hours at a stretch yesterday. 
I wonder whether it is the same-he is louder &nd more 
tipsy than ever. 

I am tempted by an Essay of Lady Verney's to read 
Milm&n's Hi8tory of the Jew8. Ask R. whether I should 
like to read it. . Frank and Ellen came to dinner and 
a little whist, alter which I succeeded in your patience with 
only one cheat. I am now impatient to be at Down. 

During the last ten or twelve years of her life playing 
patience waa a grea.t comfort to her. She used to say she 
could not conceive how, without it, she could live through 
even a single day. We a.ll knew her absorbed" patience 
face," and the way in which whilst playing she answered any 
rema.rk a.t random. My mother waa fond of games, and when 
8he was 8trong enough there was often whist in the evening. 
Her garno, however, waa an extraordinarily erratio one. 

Needlework was a great resource to her in the way of rest. 
I remember her gying to me that she thought it was a muoh 

=g~ba:!~af:eJ::a.:fif~n:~aIe:~!:,o=JeI :~: 
~:~=. bi~~f,!~ ~~~d~~~=a~Je ;~b;~ c~ q~~ 
~=~~'ws:!:nad;;o~~~ o~fr~:~ ~rt~ ~~' rrsg;~: 
stitch, the looped wool being worked off with a pin. 

Rca.din~ novels waa another favourite relaxation. She 
was es'peClally devoted to J ana Austen's novels and almost 

!h:wa:~~J ~~~rtqu~tr:n~~~h&:!O~ paJ:\V!o~nh!=~ 
Christian name 1" without an instant'8 thought. His name, 
it must be explained, is only known by inferenoe as it is never 

:~~JJ g~~n'A~ry~a8 ~Ga:kefi.:e~v~ f:h:~ 
over and over again; Diokens a.nd Thackeray 8he cared for 
lees. But novels were an immense refreshment to her 
when tired or uncomfortable. In her old age she wrote 
(1894):" I am rsther ashamed to find I use u.p rather more 
than a volume a day of novels." In her later yea.rs, at any 
rate, 8he read very little poetry. 
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(AUGUST 12. 1886, DOWN.] 

I found a deskful of old letoora which I ha.d quite forgotten, 
and which I should have been very sorry not to have. It is 
a sad feeling in reading old letters that I have no one to 
sympathise in suoh old memories. 

Aug. 22. 1886. 

I am very much inoorested in Morley's Life of RoU8Se4U. 

My a: PJpinay 1 lore makes me so much au fail to all that 
time. Morley does not glosa over any of his crimes or 
odiousness. He constantly quotes the Gonfe88i.ona aa if he 
believed in them, and I am surprised at Rousseau's word 
going for anything where vanity comes in. 

I have finished Morley's ROIlMeaU, also St Beuve's review 
of Mme d'PJpinay's Memoirs, in which he entirely ignores 
the horrible indecenoies, which I oall very immoral. He 
ought to consider himself as asOJt of sign-post for the public. 
Morley's sense of morality and propriety is very strong, and 
be glosses over nothing. 

DOWN, Sept. 2200. 1886. 

Gwen is a. most remarkable a.nd inooresting ohild, so 
intent, and watching one's face, Dot like some busy and 
animated children who are so intent on their ownailD8 they 
never look at you-not merry at all. 

My mother always had the babies to come and eee her 

~~e: ,=~mh:~ ~lafitU~ ~~:~:O:tB:~rO:nUt~ T~~ 
table, whioh was called playing with her" potioles." With 
her knowledge and experience it was inevitable tha.t she 
did not always see eye to eye with the different young 
mothers. But she hardly ever interfered or offered any 

:; a:~tu:;n~b~to'r~:~ChheSh:":h:~!~ 
dr&ughty for winter use, and she more than once diecusaed 
with me whether she might venture to give another, but 
wisely refrained. This self-control and discretion made 

~ rela.ll~~~ a ~ae;t!i;~~~:-l::, :~~~ ws::.~ 
1 MMoiI'H '" O~ tU M~ d'B~ (1726--83). 



1~188II] Sudden Death a Blessing 277 

returned; and I think it may be Uoid that there Was Dever 
from ~inning to end one instant'a jar ill their many yeans 
of cloae mterooursc. 

On April 19th, 1887, tbe anniversary of my father's 
death, abe wrote: .. I do not find that tbe day of the month 
make. the anniversary with me but the look out of doors, 
the flowen, and the aort oJ. weather." 

Emma DanoiA to MargartJ Sham afkt ,~ IUd.ckn 
d«Uh oJ h" Jalh<r. 

EAJlTaouu&, J(~y rAp. " 1887}. 

•... In my great 1068 I felt that the sudden end was flo 

blessing; I could look back on the lo.st few do.ys which 
had gJea.ms of oheerfulneea we could neither of us have 
felt if be had been aware entirely of b.ia state. I am 80 

glad that your mother can look back on thoee three days 
when ahe W88 able to see more of your father thM usual. 
You ue epa.red even the memory of tbe last few hours of 
.uffering which dwell upon tbe mind in an tllU"OO8OoabJo 
degree booa1l.QO tboy are tbe laet, and which I would do 
much to forget. , . 

Emma DaMA to 1&tr lOA Horau. 

Tns GRan, SGt., Ap. Hill (1887). 

I am sony you did not 800 tho piotnrefJ at Bologna. 
I liked them particularly, but then I waa 18, and a.ctua.lly 
adm.irod Guercmo-also a littJe St Agnes by Domenichino 
and the marriage of St Catharine by Coreggio. We bve 
moved into the dining-room (as drawing-roomJ and it is 80 
pretty and bright I quite grudge tho years it haa boon wasted. 

Emma DarwiN. to M:r .,.N. £«marti. 

CAJlDRlDGB, MfHtMy {l887 tl. 

lt is a disadvantage to live on lIucb an ugly road &8 this. 
I went out a little way yesterday, but the muddy abomin­
able road and the ugly 8urroundings made me resol've that 
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it was not worth whil&-Dicky liked it, howeveT, and met 
some pleaaant dogs. 

I am reading Greville's last volume, it ill too political 
but curiously like the pYUMlnt time in so many things, 
tho'I think the morality of politicians h&ll improved (except 
with the Irish). The contempt and bad opinion be bas 
of Dizzy is curious, when one considers bow he haa been 
turned into a. saint. 

Emma DaMn to Mr dalllJ/&kr Henridta Liklafold· 

Tn. GKOft, May 1, 1887. 

To-morrow ill my birthday, which ill the one anivenary 
that is solmnn to me. I bought for 3.9. a novel by 
Mrs Oliphant, An English 8q1i.ire., with the same init&ble 
young man one knows 80 well. A very clever deacription 
of the feelings of a widow on lOlling a dull husband she did 
not much care for, so shocked at herself for feeling 80 little, 
and all her friends assuming that she will not be "equal 
to" this or that, and ber longing to go away and breathe 
freely in a new life. The sort of cynical introspection sbe 
dOO8 80 well, hut amplifiea too much .. 

The nightingales are particularly jolly and loud this cold 
spring. 

TIUI: GROft [M.,. 1887]. 

A nice ealm day yesterday and such a Babel of singing 
hirdll. AD the little children assembled on the lawn, and 
Gwen and Nora tottered about hand in hand, Nora often 
tumbling over. Gwen W&ll quite tipsy. She came again 
yesterday and rushed about with ber &l'Dl8 out, laughing 
whenever she was oaught. You must see the pretty sight. 

DOWN. PridDy [J ... , 1887). 

I went along the lane towards Cudham, and just turned 
into Hangrove which is grown into quite a finei8h wood 
since I saw it last. . Bernard reads a hit of Frenoh with 
me, at 2d. a leMon. He rather likes it, and reads quick and 
fluently, but very unclear. 
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Hangrove, where she had not been for 80 long, bad been 
one of our favourite near walb in old daYB-a. wood. with 

:U~ted~~~c;~°fur ~=&~~t.in ~ t~~ 
~~~dh~m otfb!i:~:b~cf":'~:d ~ng:hl:eb!t~~ 
Here grew bee, fly, musk, and butterfly orohiae8. From 

:~gI~~~o~r&tdb~': ot~ero~u18e:O:~eY&~~e~; ~~~ 
yews. 

8UMaY, 8 ... 1887. 

I W88 80 pleased with Profeaeof Newton'sl addre88 at 
Maooheeter (about your father) that I wrote to tell him 80. 

He has been always 80 kind and friendly to me that I felt 
wan-anted to do it .... 

[NOlO •• I8Bn 

Snow's letter impelled me to write to Fanny, and I liked 
to do 10, tLI I wanted to talk to a. contemporary about Sis-­
mondi and his letters and journal, and there a.re few now 
to care about him. I keep putting his sentences into his 
voice and manner; and I perceive that though I should now 
have patienoe with biB foibles, be would always go against 
my taaoo as wanting manlin~the very antipodee to my 
~atbet. 

De<:.,1887. 

I am wading through Emerson, as I rea.lly wanted to 
know what transoendentalism means, and I think it is that 
intuition is before reason (or fact8). It oertain1y does not 
suit Wedgwooda, who never have any intuitions. 

My mother bad a sohool·board pupil·ooa.cher to read 
aloud to her during part of the winter; ahe wrote: "I 
embarked with her in such a frivolous novel all about flirta.. 
tiona and lovers that I have changed it for Misa Yonp­
all about acaclet-fever and draina." 

My father's Lile waa published in the autumn of 1887 
and is a.lluded to below. 

I Profeuorof Zoology a.nd Fellow of }lagdaleneColl. at Cambridge. 
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Emma Darwin to her BOn Francia. 

(NOlI.,ISS7.] 

I share some of your feeling of relief that what I bave 
been rather dreading is over, and that I don't believe there 
will be anything disagreeable to go tho'. Your relief is 
not from this sort of feeling however. I have been reading 
the scientifio letters, and in almost every one there is some 
characteristic bit which channs one. A little mention of 
me in a letter of [his to] Laura1 sent me to bed with a glow 
about my heart coming on ,it unexpectedly. 

Emma Darwin to Margaret Shoen. 

Tm~ GROVE, DIM. 20, 1887. 

I like to think you look back with suoh affection to 
yoill' visits at Down. I shall hope to have them again, 
though with such & difference. I used always to feel it 
pleasant that my dear ono felt you completely one of the 
family and not" company." I return [your brother] God­
frey's letter. It has given me deep satisfaction. I always 
felt that there should be a very good reason for entering 
so much into the inward and family life, and when I see 
how the book affects one who knew him 80 little, it is a 
great pleasure to me. Frank sa.ya that he has lost all 
modesty, and I hope it is partly true. His nature is to 
doubt and disparage everything he does .. 

Emma DaMn to her daughter Henrietta I.Atckfield. 

Jan. 2. 1888. 

I must quote Uncle Fra.nk's words about the book, 
which is the highest praise it has yet received. "It is like 
hearing Charles's voice and seeing the expression of his face 
a.gain." 

, Life 01Id Lflter. of O. D., Ill. 224. 
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CHAPl'ER XX 

1888-1892 

Mrs ~~~~~~tlfJ:mt!!U~~M d~~~:nJi_~~~~ 
aft'ectiOD for Do",,-Lord G~ and ~DOC!III Lteven-Tbe death 

r:.!i~~ :~~~tl_theil;=dcht~,::::~:.nard 

~~:ht{y~~~,8:rva:~ Eu~~:'= ~~ J::~ ~~ 
1888. 

J_. StA, 1888. 

I feel that I have JOlt the only real link with old times. 
I do not count my brothers, &8 I think moet men, and they 
eepooially, do not like remembering. I keep almost 
tho la..t letter whioh llpeaks 110 warmly of caring for my 
letters. and I am glad that I wrote more often than usuaJ 
lately. Hers wa.e a very wondcrlul nature in t he power of 
her affect.ioll8 and interests conquering such discomfort as 
she constantly had. 

JloreA lltA, 1888. 

I am driven by strees of bad novels to Carlyle again. 
His intense integrity about money is admirable. He and 
his wife were quite angelic about the burning of the MS. 

A oup of cold water is never wBBtcd on such a heart as 
Richard's, d. propol to my poor little noWII. 

Tm!I Gllon, May:e, 1888. 

I am quite longing to 800 the fun on the Othl : George 
said he could get me tickets and place me 80 near the door 

1 The in.Wlation of the Duke of DevoD,hire all Chanoellor. 
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88 to be able to get out before it is over. It would amuse 
me intensely to 800 Bright, Salisbury, and Grandolpb. 
The latter is LL.D. on the request of the Prince of Wales. 

In the following letter sitting in her .. chair" mealUl 
sitting in her bath-chair. She woald be pulled out to some 

~a~k'.~:s~~ ::reh~~~:~O:~ur with her knitting, 

Friday, July, 1888. 

These blustering changing days ha.ve been especially 
pretty and I have sat in my chair watching the clouda as 
muoh as the earth. 

DO,"" J.dy. 1888. 

It felt 80 odd yesterday moming going out of the cool 
house into the warm air full of hay and lime flowers. I am 
afraid both will be over unless you come to-morrow .. 

We blest the fine day yesterday and it WIl8 a regular 
old·fashioned Down Sunday-very idle, very talJ..-Y. and 
some la.wn tennis. I heard suoh merriment going on at the 
other side of the room that I was longing to know what little 
Mrs Prothero was saying to make Wm., Leo, and Bessy 
laugh so much, but it is never of any use asking. 

DOWN, July. 1888. 

We read aloud ODe of the New Arabian Nights you 
mention, which is very amusing. They a.re all rather like 
dream characters with no pretenoe of na.ture. I particu­
larly a.dmire the ending of the bandbox story. wben it was 
too troublesome to get them out of their !lOrapel'!. I am 
delighted with Forster's Li/e. He is 80 fresh. We are not 
delighted with Sir H. Tayler's LeJws. They are Dot a bit 
fresh or spontaneous. 

Aug., 1888. 

The Irish part of Forater'8 Li/e is very painful and inter­
esting. He was quite wretched with a.ll the Wickedness 
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and cruelty and misery he had to do with. I remember 
being to angry with the Goverrunent for not acting sooner 
when such dreadful things were going on-but there were 
lOme members of the Govemment who would not agree, 
and F. was within an aoe of resigning, but went on with 
tuch powers as be had. It is very good antj·Home Rule 
reading and makes one think worse than ever of Parnell. 

Frank Wedgwood, my mother's eldest 8urviving brother, 
died on Qct{)ber ] st, 1888. 

Odo"'" 4, 1888. 

I think his was the happiest old age I ever knew. He 
waa entirely without the fault8 of old age and wiser and 
gentler than wben he was young. 

NotI.6&1,1888. 

I had a. v. comf. day yesterday, fooling brisk, with nico 
boob, and Ida. coming to tea., with touted tea.-cake, which 
the liked. We had a nice talk. Now I must go to my 
Moral Ick.al.l I like all about Plato and Socrates very 
muoh. It is odd that the feeling of huma.nity ill a. modem 
invention, at least no older than Christ, for I think humanity 
in the Old T. was exclU8ivoly confined to their own country· 

On January 29th, 1889, she dated her letter to me .. My 
golden wedding--da.y-No, it is to.morrow." As a. rule no 
one made 1088 of anniversaries or any eentiment&l a.s&OCia.­
tiOIlA than she did, a.nd her buoyant spirit &00 the essentia.l 
IfJIJerve of her nature prevented our knowing how much 8he 
dwelt on the past. 

Tim Gao_. F,b. 1, 1889. 

The childron came to tea. and RM asked me whether I 
generally had brea.d AIld jam, I said, .. No, never but when 
you come. Perhape tbnt is the reason wby I invite you 
that I may get a bit of bread and jam." He took it ratber 
l6ri.ously .. 

The Tom Poole S book i.e pleasant except that every 

~ ~L=' n~~ Ja~1t~~~' by All'll Henry Sandford. 
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word of Coleridge's letters revolte me, they are a mixture 
of gush and mawkish egotism, and what 800ms like humbug. 
Do read Tom Poole's consolation to Coleridge on the death 
of his ba.by. It beats tha.t letter to Cicero pn the death 
of his da.ugbter, aud yet Poole was a. most tender man. 
I can't imagine how my father ever liked and admired 
Coleridge. I believe Dr Darwin would have been more 
acute. 

Feb.28,IS8$). 

This visit hIlS been a great pleasure to mc. Godfrey'sl 
charming qualities grow on one. There is much like his 
father, but he does not keep so much to the outside of life. 

This spring my mother was much out of health and 
often felt exhausted and uncomfortable. The Special Com­
mission to inquire into the question of Pamellism and 
Crime interested her deeply and she read or had read to 
her almost all of it. 

May4tA,1889. 

It was such a lovely afternoon and I sat out a good deal. 
I am almost comfortable in the air. That blessed Commis­
sion and baiting Parnell helps me over the time beautifully. 
I should think such a defect of memory had never been 
known since the Queen's trial and non mi ricorda. 
Frank and George are so nice in coming in often. 

May, 1889. 

Sir George Paget was very leisurely and painstaking, 
and so handsome. I like his medicine too .. 

On Sat. Wm. came at I o'clock, and the plea.sure of seeing 
him and talking with him and sitting out with him till 
2.30 utterly did me up. 

Pa.rnell's confessions of his lies is m06t cynicaJ.. The 
Commission is the comfort of my life. I can ma.under over 
it for hoUl'S. 
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JIay 711. 1889. 

How lovely a pretty spring is. It seems to me we have 
not had one for year&. The nightingal611 oertainly know 
t.be diffcrenoe or perhaps it is our having every window 
open. I mise you very much, my deat; but things come 
10 quicldy at my age that I am alwa.ys feeling I shall ha.ve 
you IOOD again. 

THB Gaovl:. Ju.ft. "t. 1889. 

I can hardly put up with Mrs Sherwood', presumption. 
How tho Evangelicala can imagine they feel shame or 
repentance for an inherent ainfnJ nature which all share 
I can't. imagine. I think &ll thoee OpiniOWl bave been 80 

modified. I remember tbo infant achool at K.in.g8ooto 
,bouting out. 80 jollily, .. There is none that doeth good, 
No nol 01U." 

1889. 

To my surprise (aa I dialiked the Lilt 0/ Jt/feriu ao 
much) I like his Wild Lilt. i" a Bouthu" Oatlntll very much. 
The doacriptions of country and birds are excellent, and if 
one is patient and willing to loiter and watch with him it 
gives one nice images .. 

I &.m alao reading Clough's Li/". He was 38 religious 
AI Lamb at the 8ADle age. It is rather sad to see how age 
diapenea looh feelings, especially with thoughUul men. 

J td, UNA. 1889. 

I have had the hair of the verandah nicely (lut, and we 
are a bit lighter, without looking clipped. The garden is 
quite Itupid and the roaea over. I am reading Paradin 
&pain&.l (aa.ndwiched with Rouseea.U'8 Olm!~) out of 
compliment to M.r Bright, who used to read it through 
every Sunday. I find it; most tiresome &II yet, hut I have 
Dot got through the Temptation yet, and it is a hopele8e 
subject to my mind. 
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DoWlf, A..,. )0, Ian. 

How oomioal the r~ of the Iriab M.P.8 are I Mr Har­
rington bad to be teItraLned from Hying acroea to Balfour. 
becauae be implied that the _orela "uniformed blood­
hounds" had been applied to the police by lit H. '. paper. 
,he K"'1/ S."'oel. It .ppeared a&nouda u..t ,he 
expreea.ion W68 .. uniformed MUbounds." I hope you bave 
IOlll6 nice boob. I am re&ding Brimley', HUtly on 
TfftAg.tOIJ, and I really think it wUll8t me on reading lOme 
of his poem •. 

But ,he added later: "My reading of Tennyson it come 
to an untimely end, and I ehtJJ POver really care foe Ulything 
of his but lOme bit. of f", M~. " 

A.,. 30, 1880. 

The 'Weather comes sweeter and Iweeter like L.'. Jci..ea,l 
We were aitting under the lime-trooa y.terday. Ida. and 
I and lOme ohiob went into the field and admired the 
valley. I 8Uppoee one does ad.mire one'8 own viewabeurdly. 

Sq(. 18, 1889. 

I hecv poor Mary H. is come home no better. I will 
uk Dr A. to come and eee me. He did not tell me the 
chief thing I wanted to know. viz. about food and .timu­
laot., but. said abe must. get an eMier mind before ahe 
oould be better'. which I am afraid .ho .. him 100 be .. gooeo. 
I 1riah &be and her poor old mother could be uphyxiated­
and James D. in the aame bateh. aa I heat be i8 going blind 
and b.ia huainell failing. 

Dee. 9, 1889. 

I had • viait from Mra NewaU ~day. She played a 
mOYelMllt of BrahJxy, which bal aatWied me MYet t.o wish 
t.o hear &Dotbclr, thougb there were grand.art of North wind 
p..m. in it, but not the netip of • tane. 

, A"'JinI of ODe of the ohihlf'fI.D .bo.t w. Ir.~: "Don't ~he,. 
OOIDe t.hweew ADd Uaweeter." 
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Peb.15,1800. 

To think of my not mentioning the Commission. It 
haa quite satiafied me. The Standard says that the whole 
Houae waa reading it, and not troubling them&elvee about 
.he <Ioba"'. 

illIn:leril~~, .~i ::;t~:-rY ~~ 'ioed~:1~;::~ 
brought him to 800 me last summer. I IIUppose one's feel· 
ings axe grown more dull at my age with respect to thoee 
wbom I ee& 80 seldom; for those who belong more oloaely 
to me I do not perceive any change in caring about them 
for joy or BOlTOW." 

lIay 13, 1890. 

We had a Mrs H. to toa. B. took her afterwa.rds in the 
garden and gave her fiowere. She did not care a pin for 
the ga.tden, which pleaaed me, 88 it shews she can't mind 
living in the Huntingdon Road. Yes, I think I sball work 
my will on the old acaci&. 

Thil meant cutting it down. She waa always more revolu­
tionary in the matter of tretHlutting than ber children. 

The next letter i.e written alter the move to Down and 
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the arrival of the George Darwins. My sister told me that 
abe thought my mother flagged. in spirits on each arrival, 
eager &8 she was to go there, and dearly 8& she loved the 
place. "My affection for Down increases, with years," 

:;f:O~'an~e::b~:ed~~~~!r::s~~g back to 

DOWN. JaM HI. J890. 

The children came on Saturday an hour late. Yesterday 
was bright and rather cold. Gwenny on the broad grin all 
day, saying" What a. nice place Down is" at intervals, and 
Boy very happy too. I went to the ~ yesterday and 
found them 80 utterly tipsy that how they were ever got 
into their night-gowns and into bed, I could not imagine. 
The baby lay placidly with her bottle. and eyes wide open 
in the uproar. 

Ju,,~ 2otA. 1890. 

Yesterday was pleasant and bright. George took Gwenny 
a. walk by Cudham Lodge to the Salt-Box and then along 
that ridge bel.ow. I saw her coming home perfectly fresh 
and laden with flowers and ORe stra.wberry. G. aa.i.d she 
had been in an ecstasy the whole wa.y, and he looked full 
of enjoyment himself. He hit upon a lovely picnic place, 
an old chalk-pit, but I believe it would do just as well to go 
to flome place near at hand. With older children 8. new and 
romantic place is a great additional oharm. 

DOlVll, July etA, 1890. 

We had firee all over the house as the day was bitter­
& sort of day when one hates the very sight of the flower 
garden. 

Emma Darwin to lid &.m Leonard.. 

THE GROVE, 0ct0IH:, 1(111., 1890. 

Ca.mbridge is all upside down about Sequah, a. quack 
doctor who holds meetings ~wice every da.y and is &trended 
by thousands. 
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The general routine is that a rheumatio mM is helped 

up into the VM where he ta.k8l!!l a. 8()rt of dram and is rubbed 
for 20 minutes or so, the b&nd playing loud to drown his 
cries. He cornea out, and Sequah aaks him to dance, whioh 
he does. [Sequah] makes great sums by the sale of his 
medicine, whioh is in fact whisky and laudanum or some 
anodyne. But he aJso throws a.bout sovereigns and gives 
them to unsuoceasful cures; and in one case, to an old woman 
who W809 not cured, he said, " I can do nothing for you, but 
here is Q pla.ster on your shoulder which I am sure will suit 
you." It proved to be & £5 note. "Sequah" is a. company 
with m&lly agents. Young women are anxious to touch 
him aa they believe it will make their love affairs succeed. 

c.u.tBIUDGB, Sunday, October 26(", 1890. 

William and George went a pilgrimagtl to a General 
Bulwer's. a beautiful place in Norfolk, to 800 the picture of 
an Era.smu8 Earle, an anceetor. I sneered at them with 
great contempt for 8uch a fool's errand; in spite of that, 
however, they enjoyed their trip. 

This autumn my mother had & scheme for givinr ploasure 

~~n:~1::~:d~~ e.g I:t:a:t~rd8l:{ ~~g 
trees and she wished to make it Ii kind of play-plaoo 
for the ohildren. The plan Ws.&, however, found to be 
impoesible. 

Emma Damn to her da~hter Henridta Litckfield. 

No v. 14, 1890. 

I opened my boulevard scheme to George, who did not 
disapprove 80 much ... I expected. Horaoe doubts whether 
it would be much valued. 

Here are a set of fine tl'8e6 giving pleasure to no creature, 
and my proposal is to put & close paling half way along 

I' 
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the centre of it, and leave the half open to the road, m&ki.ng 
& gravel walk and poesibly & seat. One objection i.e that 
the place does not belong to me but to the executors. 

NOfJ.,1890. 

I am vexed about Pepper.l I feel it quite sad to ex­
tinguish 8uch a quantity of enjoyment 88 lived in that little 
body. Thank goodness I bave nearly finished. (Sta.nJ.ey's) 
Dal'Ust Africa and it must be the moat tiresome book in 
the world, so confused and diffuse, with immense long COD­

versations verbatim that end in nothing. His contempt 
for Emin's taste for Natural History is very comicaJ., and 
certa.inly he does not fall into that mistake himself. He 
obeerved nothing. 

Toll GROVE. Du. 3, 1890. 

I set Matheson reading the NinettenJ.h O~ury and I 
almost make a vow never to read a. review again. There 
is ODe of Huxley's answering Gladstone's animadversions on 
the former "Pig" article. W. E. G. by his blunders gives 
him an exoellent opportunity, but the article would really 
have more effect if he had stated the caee simply, with no 
"chortling." 

onl:~9~~:~ c,:!,:::,ef::n~ h~:: !~~~~fu~ 
~t~tMf:~6e~:f~~~:s~t-!~~~~:!~ddlings 

Ja'll,13,1891. 

I did 80 enjoy the dirty snow and the departure of the 
rooks yesterday (I wonder what they could find the 1st day 
and before the snow was gone). I believe the real reason 
of the departure of the frost is my giving 8kates t.Q the young 
P .'8, or it might bve been JOhn'8 fur cape. 

g~:!:.r. H~!~:!~t::~ ';riodj:tn::!,':f':h~bi~~~~~ 
He Wall theD eent to the Archbishop of C.Dterbllty at Addington. 
where we may hope he reformed hie war-, 
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I .. w a hodge-sparrow in the hard froet scrabbling in 
the gravel on iUt stomach with iUt wings spread. Did it 
want dusting or what 1 

J-.18,1891. 

I had good Mr C., ",ho has the familiAr, affectionate, 
evangelical manner. He thi.nk8 Booth'e power is eame­
thing wonderful in drilling to perfect obedieDoe such a low 
eet. Also that teetotaliam and keeping tbe Sabbath are 
the two greatest reforms in the world. It is odd he should 
put them. on the same level. 

JQ.f6.,1891. 

The correepondenoe of Lord Grey and Princess Lieven 
ill Be good 88 a history. Their friendship continued through 
opposite and strong political opinions on every 8ubjeot. 
There is never a. tinge of vanity or coquetry in her letters. 
His are &Olemn and dry though a.tIeotionate. One can' t 
help wondering how the friendship aroee. They are botb 
utterly einoere .••• 

I wish there were lOme notes on the eoandaIe mentioned 
----4.g. a grou inlult of the Duke of Cumberland to Lady 
LyndhUJ'8t. It i.e curioue to Bee Princess Lieven'e opinion 
of the Duke of Wellington, ea utterly different from that of 
aU parties now. I am afraid bowever that be did put a. 
epoke in the wheel of the affairs of Greece. 

Eeb.3,1891. 

The dispute 8till rages in the NineUtntA Otnlury whether 
the GBtdarenes la.wfully kept swine or not, as if it signified. 
Fancy supposing a miracle to be especially dirooted against 
an infringement of a oeremonial1.a.w like that. 

Sunday and yesterday were very bright and plea.sa.nt a.nd 
the thruah611 began to sing. 

If I had been Lady Grey I ebould not have approved of 
Lord Grey's letters to his .. dearest. dearest Prinoees." It. 
"' ... a curiotUI friendship. They were each uneasy if they 
did Dot have a1etter every two or three days ... . 
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I am thinking of taking • leaf oat of Lord Grey'. book 
and a.D8wering your letter. ca.tegorically. It is funny how 
he never omi.ts a.nswering a aooJd or a compliment. 

Ap., 1891. 

At last the garden is looking cheerful, but anemones 
and polyanthue drooping in the sun after a frosty night, 
and Bourne does not ventUl'l!l to water them. I really wish 
he would not work 80 fast , and Chapman [under-ga.rdener] 
is like an overdriven posIi-borse. 

I want to give Gwen a tricycle and Maud prefers a bicycle. 
I don't know how it will be settled. The little Vernon 
H&rcourt girls go on bicycles but I can't fancy grown-up 
girls doing it. 

My mother'. ~ at one gardener wormg 80 fast, and 

~~ ~!~~!~ o:h:r~:m::~ m:nt::::a~t s;:~:l =~ 
being spent in dusting the legs of the hanisters and chairs. 

Ap.19,1891. 

I am reading Lowell's Essay on Wordsworth after Shairp 
and he suits me much better. He is rather caustic and 
amusing, and his writing is &8 neat &8 if it was French, also 
be does not soar higher than I can reach. 

Emma Darwin to Iter .9On Leonard. 

CAllBlUDGB, W~~day, May 6th [1891 fl. 

The day was perfect with my beloved east wind, and it 
wa.s the first time tba.t the tulips hAve really opened their 
eyes. I am alwa;yB divided at this time of the year between 
the wish to stay on to enjoy the spring and early summer 
here, and the opposite wish to be at Down before the trees 
bve become dark and summerlike." 

This aummm: ~w my mother &l?De "! her. geoeration. 
Her laat nmlal.Illllg brother Henaleigh died on June lat, 
1891. 
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Emma Darwin to her claughle7' Hem'idla Lik.hjWd. 

DowN', Jvly 25, 1891. 

I am much interested in De Quinoey'a lettera, or rather 
in Dorothy Wordsworth's to him. There muat have been 
IOmething very engaging in him to have received such nioe, 
wholeeome letters, full of the children. 

Then follow some paragraphs about patterns of chintz 
and arrangements for the come and go of life, and 88 a. 
po8t8cript written across the letter: 

Sueh .. loathsome crawling letter of Coleridge to· De 
Quincey, declining to pay his debt. 

8ql. 911. 1891. 

I look out at the sunny sky, and the trees in Smith's lane 
all quiet and glowing, instead of being tossed &8 they were 
all August. 

The following Jett.enl were written to me at Durham, 
where I was ill for two months from ha.ving taken a d086 of 
poisonous linlLDlent instead of medicine. I nea.rly died, my 
&ml8 were paralysed, and both feet badly burnt by hot 
bottlca during the long inlenaibility. 

DoWlf, tWA 8"".. 1891. 

The children were very happy all day out of doora. It 
was pretty to see Margaret walk up to Dicky on the hard. 
gravel with her naked feet and put her head down on bis 
back to" love him." 

In the COUl'96 of a few da.ys when you can mark any~ 
thing of a step forward it would be nice to ba.ve a telegram 
10 as to enjoy it a day IOOner. 

Do.x, 8."t. 29Ua, 1891. 

&.'8 good account and your precious little note came 
together, and made me feel ill a glow of happiness. 
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Emma DarwiA 10 __ .ton UoMrd. 

DoWl{, Odob.n'22Jld [1891 fJ. 
I had a call from a pretty Mrs -, so soft and affected 

I could hardly stand her. I think aJIectation is just &8 

rare &8 merriment nowa.days. Lady Derby deserved 
more than civility, as I think I!Ihe has some real affection for 
me (odd to say). 

Emma Darwin to her dafllJnkr HI';1IrieUa Likhfidd. 

'lio: GROVE, oa. 17tA, 189l. 

I don't think Ruth is at alll!luitable for you. I wirth you 
had forgotten 8&y Her Dearut Foe or Fair Oarew (have you 
thought of kidneys ') or still more Emma. 

I should like you to 800 Dr Drummond again (let me pay 
for him). . I think R. is a little like yOUI' father in 800ing 
the downs more strongly than the ups (e.g. he always thought 
my headaches WOl'86 than they were). I wiah you could 
play patience with your one poor hand. 

Her suggestion as to eating kidneys, 80 oddly thrown in, 
waa because I had great difficulty a.OOut food. She was 
anxious I should be moved to the Grove &8 IIOOn sa it was 

=t:kar!hi:rh°t; ~ ~ott:~,\2:lo~~ ~um:~:;: 
be~~l:v:e:ea!o=f~:;~:'pr~m:~o~~ 
were abJe to bear the open air, getting out of doors for five 
or ten minutes: here would be easier and more sa.tisfa.ctory 

:t:: y~uYIJ~U:uld&b:h:'w:~dt~~~h::ror~~u~ is 
I went home tint but soon moved to tbeGrove, where I 

had .. delightfuly bappy time, with her I!Ibeltering care about 
me &8 if I was again a child. 

JOfl. MHII. 1892. 

How I hate Thackeray's women. He makes Mrs Pen 
and Laura behave exactly like the women in RuJIa who 
are 110 detestable, and Thackeray thinks it quite right. I 
rejoiced when that tiresome Helen died and there was an 
end to all the praises and raptures a.bout bet. 
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, April 22nd, 1892. 

I bope you enjoy the change of weather. I do in the 
spirit. but in the flesh I was very hot and done up. 

Carry is busy in the evening smartening a pink flannel 
petticoat, and I feel a person so mucb more oomfortable 
who is doing something. We read Severn,'8 Life which 
does very well. He is rather a foolish man, and talks of 
Keats' dying of the persecution of his enemies when it wsa 
consumption, with every care the best Dr (Sir J. Clark). 
and the best nursing could give. Severn behaved nobly in 
sacrificing everything to go with Keats (his father lmocked 
him down with indignation at his persisting in going), but 
it made his fortune sa it bappened. 

Emma Darwin to her BOn Grorge. 

THE GROVl:, April 3, 1892. 

Your children met Frances here on her birthday the 
3Otb. It was to be celebrated by her using a knife and 
she asked her mother to put me in mind " and don't smile 
when you ask her." They were very jolly and could hardly 
eat for chatter. It wsa the first time I have seen Charley 
out-talked: but he went steadily on with his meat. Moor­
wards they went in the field after primroses. 

Emma Darwin to her daughler Henridta Litchfield. 
[1892.] 

M. gave me such a tragic account of the agency of her 
brother John. When he was busy on the Lurgan part of 
the estate he was quite safe and everything prosperous; 
but he ba.d oooasionaJ.Iy to go to a mounta.inoU5 bit of the 
Bath estaoo, and after the Plan of Campaign his life was 
in constant danger and they used to be trembling for him 
until he and his olerk with their revolvers came home. On 
one occasion when he owned to her, on saying good-night. 
tht he bad received a threatening letter, she sent privately 
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to inlann the inspector of Police of his danger, 80 when be 
got to CaniCkm&(ll'088 be found to h.ia 8urprise a company 
of mounted police ready to aooompany him. Nothing 
could make him consent kl let them come with him. He 
SAid "if be onoe shewed the whiw feather he should D8ver 
be able to shew his face there again." So he and the poor 
clerk (dreadfully alarmed) held their revolven ready and 
drove on and they were not abot at. All this strain broke 
down his health and nerve .. 

Tbeee l&8t letters of Johnson are a treat to me. I enjoy 
poking out bita of new in them. 

Dolnf, J_M, l8V!. 

The kitten is very happy and moat channing, aettling 
itaelf on my neck, purring hard, with oooa.aional fimudgee 
on my face. Dicky naturally disgustad with it. . It doee 
ao enjoy my delicate 8lioo8 of cold beef. 

JtUyl9tA,1892. 

Our 11$/1 book is H. James' stories and our ligA' one 
Leslie Stephen's Hour, in (J Library aed series. He ill 10 

pleaiant after all that Bubtlety. 
Besay and I both agree that we could not really care for 

other people'. pretty thinp--ti fJrO-pt.M to your enjoying the 
ho ... [Idleroob. the Godfrey WedgwoodsJ. 

As 8. fact my mother did not care mach for ohjdI tEa", 
either her own or other people's. 

Emma DaMA to Margaret ShMn in New Zt.Glaml. 

DoWN, J.ty 15, 18i2 . 

. . . We are living in the election and I rejoioe to think 
that leonard wil.I be out of hie pain on Mond&y. Our old 
men, Panlow and Lettmgton, decJibed to votct at aD­
.. They alway. had voted Liberal .. etc., and did not know 
or care a penny about Home Rule. Well, my 1etter will be 
fuD of the eJection, so I will try to shut it onto . 

Little Charley has capital spirits and at lunClheon he 
rather tired me by talking at the utmost pi~h of hie voice, 



1888-1892] Leonard Elected at Lichfield 297 

10 one day I said "Now I am going to give a penny to 
everybody who taJks low at luncheon time." .. Shall you 
give one to aunt Etty T" .. Yes." "Shall you give one 
to aunt Bessy 1" "Yes." "And to Father and Mother '" 
"Yes." It had a great effect and I doled. out the pennies 
all round. I only included the grown·ups the first day, but 
Gwenny and Charley earned lOd. each before they went 
away. 

Yours, my dear Margaret, 
E. DARWIN. 

My mother W&8 deeply interested in the General Election of 
July. 1892, fought on the question of Home Rule. I have now 
her map of Engla.nd on which she coloured every seat as 
it waa lost or gamed. Her SOD Leonard was standing for 
Lioh6eJd 81:1 8. Liber&1·Unionist. After the election was 
over, she wrote: "I am so inten.eely interested in the 
debates I must put myself on stoppages or I shall WeAr 
out my eyee." 

Emma Darwin to ht;r 8Q7I, lAonard. 

My DEAR LEONA.RD, DOWN, J.ly 19lA (1892). 

We got your blessed telegram at 2.(5. Now we 
muat hope that there will be no dissolution. I had been 
eohooling myself not to mind m'«lh, but we all owned we 
had kept a corner of hope at the back of our minds. Now 
you will reat, poor BOuls. It would be delightful if you would 
come here soon. You would be much more tired if you had 
failed. I I!Ielld you Henrietta'. remarks about your speaking 
&8 she 80 thoroughly appreciated it, and I should like you 
to be more conceited. 

DoWll', 8iUt,"'ay, J.,y 23rd [1892]. 

My DEAR LEONARD A.ND BEE, 

r mUBt tell you how your two delightful letters 
warmed my heart. 

We shall have a happy meeting on Friday and I have 
asked George and Frank to rush over for a day. They 
will not have a brother ejected to Parliament every day in 
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the week. William lameotl that be cannot come, &leo 
Honoe. I always feel how your father would have en­
joyed it .. 

YOW'l!l, my two dear onea, 
E.D. 

B_ Dono;A /0 ,.., davg"'" H_ lAkAJWd. 
J.-l, til", 1892. 

We bye had gre&t amUl611lent and election t.eJk. 
Lettington [the old gardener] ea.id to Leonard "I don't 
agree with your politi08; butl did Dot think itwaa in you to 
make locb .. Doble tpeeeb." 

The large boWJ8 at Down could hold more than aDO family 
of tbe grandchildren, and ,be grutJy enjoyed bring them 

::==.. ~~h:~"!it~8~~:::C 
decided to have it; but then Nora took sugar,lO abe had 

~7t~~:~ ~~ez.f~fr~tf:,u:r~ 
nutioa on tbe elide, with their thoert off and very hot." 

The .. elide " ... u .. speciality at Dowu, a long .hallow 
wooden tray of pc:diaheQ deal whicb ... aa hitched by .. eros&­

piece 01. woOd OD to .. step of the .taira, and thUl reared up 
.. high ... M desired. The children C&Dl8 down lut or 

:~d :o::ae orU:~fta~~rd~ ~~~-!1t~: 
enough to make the big one. come down with .. grand ruab. 

00,.., 8 .. II, 1I9!. 

There .... IDOh .. dart Mmttmoe in Sno ... •• letter that I 
could Dot keep my II8WM8 from the beginning to the end; 
but H. pve me .. OODCiee traDIl&tiOD and said it meant that 
.. you were fond of people though they were duH." 

TIIII Gaon., 0..,1882. 

I.e Caronl will be wbolelome reading for GJa.d.tooe. It 
Is • good tIWJg to ....u .be brutati.y ADd cruoI.y of .be 

1 IA Caron WM in tbe 8eeret 8vnee 01 00.1' Gonmment .ad bad 

~~n~TI:i!: ~ ~=t1'~u": ~DbilC&D:redit~D' the Parnell 
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Clan-na.-gael and how intimately Parnell was connected 
with them; and to reBect that Gallaber and other dyna.­
miters are now in prison. I think it will do good in 
this paU8e. The atrocity of the Dynamiters makes one 
nearly condone any amount of treacbery on his part. 
President Andrew Johnson openly sympathised with the 
first Fenian raid into Canada, and returned all the arms 
into the bands of the Fenians. I.e Caron was the cause 
of the entire failure of both raids. He thinks the Secret 
service is much underpaid. The book makes me wish to 
read again his cross-examination and Parnell's. 

NOfJ.l,1892. 

Crabb Robinson's Diary is a blessing and I can talk. with 
him for a few minutes any time and feel refreshed. I 
almost think he will set me reading the ExcurBion! . 
His prosaic moderation does 80 suit me, and Miss -'s 
gush and repetitions do 80 not suit me, but there is a good 
deal that is interesting in her book. 



300 [0llAl'. XXI 

CHAPTER XXI 

1893-1896 

My mother's ill-hwlth-Miss Cobbe--A great storm-A birthday 

il~B. ~it~~6kt~~~-;~~M~e~Ut!~1~t::!e~:n:~e'!~h:-
My mother's health was in a. very uncomfortable state from 
the autumn of 1892 until the end of 1893. She used in 

. ~:,le:!m:~:te m:::!~ h~~~~;:S',FM~ al~;b ~ 
lovely," "I am having a. good day," "I a.m enjoying the 
sunshine." She suffered greatly from the bea.t this summer . 
.After the weather changed she wrote June 20th, "I feel 
quite tipsy looking out at the dear black sky and drizzled 
windows," and again "sucb a. lovely puddle on the walk 
and the barometer 80 low." 

DOWN, Aug. 6th, 1893. 

I was going to write and order Leo ~laxae'B National 
Review, but F. Greenwood's article on W. E. G. is 80 mon~ 

strous I have held my band. It makes him out a. fiend and 
I am afraid sucb violence will neutralise what is good in 
the Review. 

Aug. 3l1t, 1893 (yOUl' wedding day). 

. . . Leonard said Balfour's speech, which I thought 80 

impertinent to W. E. G., was quire charming in its manner 
and playf'ulness. A Mr Paw, a Gladstonian member, sat 
by L. and said" that is quite delightful." 

I had been all September a.t Down whilst my sister 
was abroad. It was an ideal month of fine weather. My 
mother wrote to her at the end of our time togetber: "A 
dismal day, but Sir John Lubbock says that nel weather 
is really bad, so we must not mind." 



1893-1896] MOTley and LOTd Rosebery :J01 

TlB OltOVJ:, DfI(;. 23",- 1893. 

George came bringing me 8. letter from Boy, 80 perfectly 
well epelt he can't be a Darwin. George gave him an 
enveJope for it, and &ddreseed it to me in red ink, whicb 
eurpriaed and pleaeed Boy and he said, "Grandmamma 
will like that." 

Jan. 271'\,1894.. 

I lUll grown to like Lowell much better at the end. He 
&dores London and it6 climate especially, and the Parka 
and the thrushes all winter through. There are some notioee 
ofW. E. G. in whioh I think hejudgee him justly. W. E. O. 
said in 'S6 that he had never eeen such universal enthusiaam 
for anything &8 for Home Rule at that time. Lowell sug­
gested that the feeling might be for himae1f. Lowell says 
he (Gladatone) b88 no proportion in biI mind, caring &e 

muoh for .Roberl E14m.et'e as for Gordon. 

Emma Darwin w Laura For,ltt'. 

To GROVI!, MareJ.. 1894. 

Are you Dot surprised at Morley's attempting to do &way 
with Lord Rosebery's speeoh.l I have lOme hopes that 
Lord Rosebery himself will ha.ve some ma.n1ineea and not 
eat hie words ...• 

1'H:& Gaovz. Jlay 5CA. 189,,-

. I am deep in £han. Stanley', Lif,. and I like it 80 

much, I 8&W him onoe, but he was in the blaw of Mrs F.'s 
flattery whioh I dare lIay shut him up-but he certa.inly 

J Lord Roeebery beo.me Premifll' on Gladltone'. finaJ retirement 
on the 3m Maroh. Lord Roeebery' •• tatemeot M to Home Rule"M 

~!o~d'b!~, ~'e o~:?e MO~u::1::8~b~~::~~~~ 
with whioh J oonf_ m~ in entire aoeord. He uid tb..t before 
lriah Home Rule iI eoooMed ~ the Imperial PariilWlent. England .. 

!,lm t=:~!o:rin~ ~~ ilAe j=-~P of the throe kingdoIU, 



302 A Century oj Family Letters [cU]>. XXI 

was cold and dry. I a.m sure I shall be much a.ttached to 
him. I must own I don't remember Mrs F.'s flattery to 
him. but it must ha.ve been there. 

The (ollowing letter relates to a requeet from Miss Cobbe 
to include certain correspondence from my father in her 

=;P~h t~: ~~~m:ri!rte: ~ ~e:~f ~t~~ 
neBS on the part of his colleagues, '81e magistrates of our 
division of Kent. The caae had been brought forws.rd 
in the Echo, of which Miss Cobbe was then the editor. 

!f'itii:tle~t:: ~~ 8~b~~:?tot~? S~~~ 
~~~ ~~kht W~~~in8tO:a:::t ?f :~;~v:t! ~~= :n~ 
friend, and then published. this tra.vesty of it in the Edw 
a.bove his signa.ture. All readers would suppose that 
my Cather had addressed it expressly to that paper for 
publication. He took no steps in the matter. thouf! on 

!:J~ha.~n:t~ ::a f~~~~~::~fh~~ no hars MS, 

Tux GaoVB, May, 189(. 

Miss Cobbe asks Snow to aak me whether she may publish 
any letters of F.'s in her AtdQbiQuraphy. If I do consent 
I think I must forbid any of those a.bout the imprison· 
ment of Stephen X. which she garbled and published in 
the Echo. Had I better ask to see them' I don't want 
to insult Miss Cobbe ... . 

After a. heavenly night I feel quite set up. with a.ll bothera-­
tiona done away by the good help of all my children, Frank 
and Horace being moderate and helpful /toDd saving me all 
decision. 

A1Ig., 1894. 

You asked me about the .Mu8QlJe of /8rael. 1 I believe 
no boo~ now &fleet me any more than by a transient 
interest. It did dra.w my a.ttention to BOrne syblime bib! 

1 By har niece Julia Wedgwood. 
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in the Prophets and Psalms, and I enjoyed her abuse of 
Esther. , 

Augustus Hare's Two NOOk IAvu is mOlt entertaining 
and pleasant, though the letters are merely natural, and 
telling what happens without a spark of wit and humour. 
The two lovely ladies (Canning and Waterford) had no 
children, which was a. pity for the beauty of the world. It 
makes one think the" quality .. very affectionate and kiodM 
he&rlOO. 

NOf),SCA,1894-. 

I think Mrs F. is an honourable woman now, informing 
me of what. others gave her, and I hope she may escape 
being corrupted. I will do my best not to help in that. 

I have been reading Waldstein's Ru.d;i1t. The admiring 
put I did not feel up to, but the ohapter on 8OciaJ. qUe&­

tiODll delights me as speaking 80 strongly of his narrow 
want of sympathy: e.g. in thinking it a real misfortune 
that railroads should doaoorale beautiful pla.oes by enabling 
vulgar people to crowd into them. He oouples Carlyle 
with him in presumption, and says that Ruskin never 
forget. hi.m.eelf for a eecond, and then contrasts your father's 
lo~e of truth and moderation in quite a delightful passage. 

Ee6.5,189tl, 

I believe you would like Mrs Craven if you could skip 
all the religion. In the year 'S6 she has exactly our feelings 
about Wand and (the] G. O. M.'s mad folly. It always 
eee.nlS to me like boaating when she tel.Ls how entirely she 
feels that God decides everything for her; she should keep 
that to herself. . The French stories by Julliot are dull 
and odious, and the little novel La Folk du LogY quite pretty 
and nioe. How very odd the French are. 

l'BlI GROft, Jllltl". 15, 189tl. 

I wonder whether you had our yesterday's storm. It 
increa8ed in violence all moming and was at its height 
about two. I looked out to 8toe the treea swaying, and 
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remarked on the big wyoh-elm; I looked a.way for a minute, 
and then looked again and saw it was down. Then came 
a great noifle, 88 if of So great weight faJ1.ing, and we saw 
part of a chimney down near the north corner. Frank and 
Bernard soon came in to see if we were frightened. They 
said some trees were down across the road. Then carne 
another great bang and we settJed to go down to the draw­
ing-room. Eventually two stacks of three chimneys each 
were blown down. We shut the south-west window [shutters1 
a.nd felt more quiet there, not that I was frightened. 11; is 
so bright and calm I hope I shall go out and see the damage, 
especially the big tree. 

Apnl22,1895. 

I aeem to have been reading nothing but about young 
girls lAtely-Miss Bronte, Mig; Edgeworth, the Burneys, 
the Winkworths. The Bronte8 and Winkworths went 
through the same morbid feelings about sin and religion. 
The Burneys did not trouble their heads, and Miss Edge­
worth was very strict with herself but not in the way of 
religion. I should like to know when they ca.me to the age 
of oW or 80 how muoh their feelings and opinions had ap­
proached each other. 

Emma Darwin tQ Mr daughter-in--law Sara. 

My DIilU SAIU., '1'0:& GROVE, Mall 3 [1896]. 

I cannot e&li.ly e.zpre88 the ha.ppineee your note 
gives me. To keep 6uch warm. atIeetion as yoU1'8 all these 
yeam, and also to know that you feel the ee.me as ever to 
Ohar1e8 filliJ me with gratitude. 

I think it ill a surpri8ing thing that at 87 1 I should feel 
stronger and better in every way tho I did at 85. 

My best love to my dear William who is &8 stead.f&llt &II 

you. 
Yours, my dear daughter in hearl, 

Enu DARWIN. 

1 Her birthday waa on Hay 2ud, 1808. 



Macaulay's Life 

Emma Darwin to her daughtt1' H ennetta Likhfteld. 

May IBlA,1891i • 

. . . I am reading the Psalms and I cannot conceive how 
they have satisfied the devotional feelings of the world for 
Buch centuries. I am at the 35th, and about three or foUl' 
I have found beautiful and 8&tiBfactory, the rest &re almost 
all calling for protection against enemies or for vengeance­
ODe fine penitential Psalm. 

Matheson is reading Marotday'8 Lile to me, and his 
letters a.re delightful. He was 811 good & bater 88 St 
Simon, but did not keep up biB rancoUr so long. His 
intense feeling about his sisters' marriages was very un-

The following is written after Maud Darwin's return 
from America, with her two children. Gwen and Charles. 

[May, 189:S.] 

About D.30 came George and Maud and Billy more 
smiling a.nd sweet than ever. A. V. Dicey discuaaed 
America with Charles, especially the ice creams, whioh they 
had every day. I attempted & little talk with Charles 
about the voyage, but be was full of the bricks, and bygones 
are tiresome to ohildren. 

TIm GROVE, JWIltl ~ 1895. 

I had a very dissipated day yesterday and I was not 
tired. Hora.oe in the morning. P. (the butler] came 
in with solemn apologies and said his mother was very 
anxioW! to see me. In she came, 80 young and handsome 
and stately, and we talked away, 88 800n 88 we could get 
off the subject of my wonderful kindness, on which she 
W88 88 tiresome 88 her daughter-in-law. 

Then came Mrs Ma.raha.ll. Dicky got on her lap and she 
nUl'86d him all the time looking very pious. 

20 
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DOWN, July 19, 189li. 

&.'8 hopeful note and another from Leo I still more 
hopeful, made me quite easy. Mrs Goude and Math~on 
have got a flag hal! made. Matheson a&id it would be 
bad luok to finish it before the Election was declared. 
Anne (the village shop] furnishes the materials gratis .. 

1.30 just received the bad news-how bt! I have hardly 
the heart to go on with the map. I trust the futt object of 
the Government will be to get rid of the twenty extra Irish 
Members. 

Oct.189li. 

My reader is a great suooees. It is Cranford, and "D-n 
Dr Johnson" comes in. She stopped dead and said " a 
slang expression." I can't perceive she is ever amused. 
I am stuck in Balfour.2 His argument about the un­
certainty of sight seems so feeble to me tha.t I think I can't 
understand it. Wha.t I do understand makes me think 
less of his good sense. 

Oct. 18t-". 1895. 

I have finished Balfour. Of C01m!6 I don't do the book 
justice, but the last two or three pages seem to me very 
inconclusive. I can agree with him that the belief in a 
God who cares. is an immense safeguard for morsJity; but 
I do not eee that the doctrine of the Atonement ill any 
additional safeguard-yes. I do S66 it pa.rtJ.y. Also I am 
surprised. at his considering that moraJ.ity ill impossible 
without some religion, whioh he gives as an axiom not to 
be disputed. I quite agree that the remains of Christian 
feeling make WI unable to judge of the present raoo of 
agnostics. 

I Leonard DllI"I'fin waalltlulding again for Liohfield and ~M defeated . 
• ThfJ EOUlldatlmu of BfJlifJf, by A. J. BalfoW'. 



• ......... ] My MoIMr's Enjoyme," of Llf. 3"7 

Under the date February, 1893, my mother oopied theee 
lineM from 1" Memoria", into her book of. extracts: 

cxvr. 
Not all regret: the boo .... iIl.hine 

Upon me, wbile I lUll8G .1006; 
And that dear voioe. 1 ono. have knOWll, 

Still ' peak to me of me and nnne: 

YetteM of eorrow livell in me 

r.:.~~r!Yt::h!~cWu ~~. 
Than lOme 8trong bond 'lll'hieh iI to £: 

During the last year of my mother's life her health waa 
better than it had been for BOme yean. Her letters show 
how full of energy and enjoyment ahe WM, and her power 
of living in the lives of those she o&rOO. for ma.de her really 

:j~~;:n ~~::= =cl::;~'t:~~d~Pt U~~ drffi~':ue: 
to remember that sbe would be eigbty--eight on Ms.y 2nd of 
thisyea.r. 

Ja,.. ltiL\. 1896 . 

. . . I feel it pIeaaaot to be went and quiet for a. bit. I 
am flattered by the W&nll tone of Lady Derby's note; but 
when abe ,oalIa my letter channing, I feel So little like William 
when Mre Thorley called him a " sweet boy." 

Public aft'ainllook better, especially since Lord Sa.lisbury 
ha.e said that be will ma.ke any information public.- How 
odious the Irish are, even Davitt, who ODe thought waa a. 
decent man. Do tbey really think: the downfall of Engla.nd 
would not ruin Ireia.nd &Iso , 

Feb.28tl,18IJ8. 

Poor Hope I about hunting. I wonder whether it would 
at all console her to learn that I had the a&me trouble. 
I should think that Godfrey would sympathise entirely 
with her. Your father did not with me. &8 he thought 

, The Jame.on Raid on the Tnnlvaal had taken pt.ce at the end 
of Deoember, 1806. 
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bunting much the Jeut, el'1MIl ipOf't. aDd 10 fa:r I agree, only 
it • undoubtedly brutal. One trap gives more IU!ering 
than .. doseD bunt.. 

H~ oer~ ~:at:dt Wto" MrCO;:;~ti:~ 
to hia IAlt, p. 366, vol. I. ~ Spencer wiahed to know = ~ ~~tr aJ~~ ,:=~m=~Za~s~~v~~ 
" .. quite Bure that Mrs Lyell 6nt spoke of it to henelf and 
myfatber. 

Marcl.1896. 

Your letter just oome. I remember it all pretty olearly. 
B'. beard tint about it from Mra Lyell. 80 DO doubt it was 
_ OD foot in two plaoee. We heard nothing about Herbert 
Spencer. What.fuM he mallea. Yon eh&ll h .... e the letter 
_ely back. . . . It is the greatelt monument of vanity I ever 
laW, I am quite oertain my memory is juet, 811 I remember 
that lire Lyell ,.. .. &tIected nearly to tea.rs when abe W&8 

.peaking to us on the lIubject. No doubt Herbert Spencer 
".. exerting himaeIf independentJy. 

It was lOch a. lovely morning yat.erday I took .. drive 
Uong the Bacb. They look qaite dilMrent in the morning 
light., and UIe elm bode have taken .. purpliah glow. 

I eannot help ohuckling a little over Herbert Speooer's 
reception of. your a.oawer. 

aoo~t~~ ~~. g~ Ii:''' d~l[d='fo'::':':t~:: 
8he mu.ed him very much Mid wrote: "I believe Dicky 

;:..~ :dl d:r 1ria~orae~~or~ da':U:b!' tb=; 
morning Dioky lay on her bed whillt abe breakfuted. But, 

i! ~ 'e:j.:" •• ,'r:=:; =~ M!C<!Od ~~!~j 
downItain to join &he postman, for 11'~ had a atrong 
att.ehment. aod took. IIbort round witb him. This pOSt-

:::: f:n !it~~ P:e to1~~°Dw~ ee:,t ~~r:.-!n~~::! 
"... • tender meeting on both _deB, the po8tman kiMing 
Dicky." 



1803-1898] Penny Bread Tickds 

In the Spring of 1896 my mother agreed to discontinue 

~'1f:w:~a1h!:e~~.!tsreadw!c=~:~ !!eb=: b~ ~ v'ill:: 
baker. This form of charity h:1 existed for some fifty years, 
and it shoWII her reasonableness and power of taking in new 
ide&l that she W&I brought to believe it encouraged tra.mpa 
and begga.ra, a.nd W&I not neoeaaary for saving actua.l 
suffering. 

TII~ GIlOVE, .dp. 12, 1896. 

I have written to George to &lk him to diminish the bread 
ticket. while they are at Down, which will make it ea.sier 
for Mary Anne. I think there alwaya used to be a great 
burst of tramps in the spring, and onoe I found the yard full 
of hearty IriIIhmen refwUng to go away, till I sent for the 
polioema.n. 

The birds [MArg&ret's canaries] have laid three eggs, 
and J think I wall boil them if I could be sure that the 
murder would not be discovered. They are pleasa.nt oom­
pany. J bave found Voltaire's Lotti4 XIV. very pleasant 
and ahort, leaving out the battles. Voltaire 8000lS 80 

impreeead with his magnanimity a.nd generosity, &8 if a 
despotic King could be generous. V. 800DllI really to forget 
where the money came from. 

The "Shop" mentioned in the next letter is that of 

~~~~ hC;~~~dfor!:e:!:~h~er~ ~dmfa~'~ 
moved into new and better premisee, 

MaIjJ~'\, 1896. 

I,liked seeing the Shop on Sunday. It is a perfect situe.­
tion, surrounded with gardens and 80 quiet, I did not 
mount up to the show-room. Horace'a room is 80 nice 
and airy and quiet. It, made me think more of him to 
have auch a shop, 

J like Capt. Younghusband's travels,l though one might 
skip pages much like each other. The camels go on for 
twenty houn! or 80 and the ponieEI and mu1ee for eight or 
ten. They a.re fcd up enormously and well treated, 

I TM HeQrl of a O<mtiMtW, 
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JI,., tOIl, 1896-

We had lome rain in the morning whioh made things 
fresh and beautiful. I SIlt out for a long time, and Helen 
(DUJ'8e] and Billy joined me. His wild delight. rushing 
about on his twinkling ba.re feet, was the prettiest thing I 
ever saw. You must see it before he is older. He som&­
times danoee alittIe. 

THE GROVE, May 31, 1896. 

I had a mug evening with Mildred reading part of the 
broken last novel of L. Stevenson, in whioh be gives most 
elaborate deaoriptions of cbaraoters you don't oare for. He 
baa no notion wbat is tiresome or not. 

J._21,18V6 

1 propoB to Cardinal Manning, I thin.lt every convert 
must be between two stools for a time, but nine or ten years 
was oerta.inly long. It made him appear deceitful. but I 
very much exouse him. 

J.1WI29,1896. 

On Saturday I took a drive into HoIwood. It looked a 
new place to me from the growth of the trees; especially 
the band of beeches along the paling. whioh I uaed to despise 
a.a such poot--looking trees. The mare is perfect on grass 
and up the hilla. not pulling and attaining. I went in and 
out among the green drives. and I ehall go again and never 
drive Mlywhere else. 

J.IgIU1,1896. 

What a patbetio Eeeay 1 the last in the voIome of Lealie 
Stepben's. It is evidently a pouring out of his 80ul on his 
wife. I a1so like his notion that the world does not know 
of a quarter of the goodnese and happinee8 tbat exiete, and 
that every perfect character caued8 a 80rt of balo of in.8uenoo 
and example around it. 

All the family oame to Down during this lut summer. 
She went out more, and aa.w lOme of the old haunts in her 
batb.-ob&ir that she had not visited fpc years. 

1 80eial B&gAtt _ .v.t .. , Vol. u., p. 225. 
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Moy 20&i..l~98. 

We had some rain in tho morning which made things 
freah and beautiful I sat out for a long time. &1ld Helen 
(nurse] and Billy joined me. IDa wild delight, rushing 
about on his twinkling bare feet, was the prettiest thing I 
evet saw, You must see it before he is older. He 8ome­
timee dances a little. 

THE GRan, JIay 31, HlOO. 

I had 8. snug 8VtIDing with Mildred reading part of the 
broken laB!:. novel of L. Swvenson, in which he gives mOlit 
elaborate deec-riptions of characters you don't C8l'6 for. He 
bas no notion while is tirosome or not. 

J_e21, J8!l6 

.J pt'OpoB to Cardinal MfLnning, I think every convert 
must 00 between two stools for 8. tj.me, but nine or ten yearn 
waf! certa-iDly long. 1t made him appear deoeitful, but I 
very much OXCllllO bim. 

,lufte 29.1896. 

On Saturday I took a. drive into Bolwood. It looked a 
11&W place t-o me from the growth of the trees;; eepecially 
the band of beeches along the paling, which I used to des}!iae 
aa loch poor~looking t.rees. The mare is perfect on gr&8ll 
and up the hill.i, not pulling a.nd straining. I went in and 
out among tbe green drives, and I shall go again and never 
drive a.nywhere else. 

July lUh, 1896. 

"''bat a. pathetic EI".8a.y 1 the last in the volume of Le,gUe 
St.cphcn'8 It is evidently a pourio'g out of biB soul on hhI 
wife. I also like his notion tha.t the world does not know 
of • qU&rter of the goodness and ha.ppiness tha.t exists, and 
that every perfect charooter oaU&e8 & 80rt of halo of inHu 
and example around it. 

All the family ca.me to Down during this last snmm. 
She went out more, and 8&W 80me of the old haunts in b 
bo.th~cha.ir tha.t shc had not visited for yoars. 

1 80cim Big1dl mwlDutiu, Vol. n., p. 225. 
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1893-18961 The Duke oj Wellington 3II 

A"9'.I8tll,IS96. 

Nuree goes to-mouow to Tunbridge Wella, where she 
ill to get me some shoes, old·fa.ahioned slippers which she 
say& can be found nowhere e~in short she knows every­
thing. Well, good·bye for t;o..day. 

Nurse's m&nner to me is like one housemaid to &nother & 

littJe beneath her, but I am not the le&at offended. 

DOWN, Aug. 30 {18G6]. 

Rose's letter duly came. I send it as it is so nice. The 
moral I draw is that a bit of jewelry is the prosent that 
gives the most pleasure, e.g. the little amethyst brooch 
which gave me such intense pleasure when I was 14 (apart 
from any sentiment). I shall be on the look·out for five 
brooches or lockets for my grand-daughters. The Holwood 
(blackberrying] party answered lfell-Gwenny brought .. 
tin full, while Boy and Margt. eat most of theirs. George 
and Maud found Lady Derby at tea. alone, and they had an 
intereating talk, chiefly about the Duke of Wellington, with 
whoDl she was intimate, as with every other great man. 
Sbe !laid she owed more to him in forming her character 
than to anyone, and even now ahe found herself considering 
what he would do in such a case. She never heard him. say 
a. I!I6vere or unkind word. She was walking with him. when 
he stopped to soothe a crying boy. He only put his hand 
on his head., and told him not to cry, when the boy stopped 
dead, and the Duke said, "I can always stop a crying child." 
I suppose however it was only the effect of surprise, a.nd the 
child might begin crying again. 

S6pt 5tA, 1896. 

George and the dear chicks are just gone in the wa.ggonet. 
On Thursday I made John take me a circuit in the chair 
by Down Hall and the Cudham Lane. I was glad to see the 
Cudham Lane once more. It looked ever 80 much deeper, 
with high hedges and treeEI grown. I ca.me back over the 
big field a.nd through the Smith's yard. I felt tho sharp 
wind over the bare field quite like an old mend. 
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8~aQ.,18Ge. 

I ha.d an interesting talk with Lady Derby yesterday 
a.bout the Duke of Wellington. He came to aee her wben 
the wae very unhappy at the death of her eldest brother, 
and u.id to her, .. I thall write to you every day; it may 
&m.U86 you." He kept his word, and wrote every day till 
his death in 1862 (tbe is now 73, 10 do a Bum which I can· 
not manage). She OWIl8 his was not a happy marriage 
though he waa alwaye kind, but she was silly and wearied 
him. Scandal was talked. She said it was only flirtation. 

September this ~ was a dePres8in~ month, with much 

~.'t f:Ci tal~d ~~o:': ~ =ch:u'! wr?~yoo :t!~ 
luncheon with the children." Often, after lunc~ she l!ar.;l 
~n~'lt~Oj:Jstl:t~~ff:r t:::m 00 dance 00, just as 8 ad 

h~~~a1:=~~;O JOa:~:~,t:dSe!~~:,~~td mt! 
moved, we went home 00 Kensington Square. 

8q1C. 18Ll, 1896-

I am sorry to give up eeeing you here. but 80 that you and 
R. are well I care little for anything e1ee. 

Your oard and Mildred's cheerful and comfort&ble letter 
just come in, to begin my day 80 brightly. I U8ed to 
abuse and dialike Dover, when I came with William and 
poor Annie to take you back from aunt Charlotte, aod they 
took to crying and being m..i8erable, aod the shore 91&11 

unw.:lkable. but I sbould now like sitting on the shingle 
with Mildred. 

B~. 23rd,189(1. 

Lady Derby 91&11 much pleuod with Leo's a.dd.tess.1 aJ.o 
with Sir J. Lister, which she said was very fine. I bave bad 
it read to me, and I agree with her and you. 

I At Preaident of the Geographioal.eetion of tbe Dritilb AMocia­
tion at Liverpool. 
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I am dUmppointed at R. continuing to have 80 much 

pain. I think the waves must have been fine with you 
yesterday. I should like to have 800n the 87 ships. 
Stephen's and Margaret's visit wae very nioo. They were 
amused at the way she (Margaret) took an old aeNant's 
cheating. "Yes, he has been cheating for thirty years, poor 
darling I" 

O:XKro~d!~e~h~S:OO~~~ t~ ~~v~~~~ s~!~~=rs:~g 
she W&8 well-the la.at letter she eve:r wrote. But the im­
provement did not continue. I left my huaband, who had 

~~tT~:ad&;~e&~ ~~~~~~ ~~~:~~::~w: 
on the evening of the 2nd she wound up her watch as 
UBUaJ. and then fell back on her pillow and never recovered 
consciOU8lle8S. Her age W&8 eighty-eight ye&"8 and foUl' 
months. 
It was best for me to return home that evening, but ::=:==a fo;~~tl!:t ~~ the beautiful, solemn, sweet 
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