L

25127 1

o
N
o

i
3







| Sk |
INOUIRY

PRENCIPLES.

O.F

M OR ALS



/
D N/{//MZ//%////%
ENQUIRY
é}zﬁw/%b)cnkmnc THB]%Z){%{/{
PRINCIPLES |

OF

M OR ALS

Br DAVID HUME, Efg

A

LONDON:
Printed for A. MiLLaR, over-againft Carkerine-fiscet
in the-8#rand. 1751,

iy .
mﬁ% ‘7‘7_&_ 2'_ b 3

s~ Wé “_.‘ S ey poad e



-

THE NI YORK
PUBLIC LIBRAGY
309957

© ASTOR, LFNOX AND
i ULDEN BGUNDATIUN3
bow 1945 L




CONTENTS.

SzcTion.
L. Of the general Principles of Morals.

IX. Of Benewolence.

HI. OF Fuffice.

IV. Of Political Socisty.

V. Wy Utility pleafes.

V1. Of Qualities ufsful to Ossfelves.

"VII. of Q_ﬁlitin immediately agreeable to Our-
JSekves.

VII, OF Quabities immediately agreeable to
Others,

QX. Conclufion of the Whoe.

Arrgnnax [, Caum)’ng Movral Sentimens.

- Aveexoix II.  Some farehber Comfilerations

with regard to Fuflice.
A Dialogse.

Page.

3

1 81

33
63

73
105
143

161

S 173

197

213

223






ERRATA.

Page . Line 10. for exccpted vead expeffed. Pi12..L.24. read
sor own Gratification, P, ?; L.2. for esereada; P.18.L. 3.
for others vead otber Motives. P. 19, L. g. for for read of. P,
21, L. 1. for fromit read from Fame. P.36. L. 6. for Fellow
vead Fellows, "By 43. L. 1 for pointed read painted, P. 46.
L. 22. read ferwe to me manner, P.47. L. 4. for te swbom be is
not bound by any Ties read to none of which be isbound. P. 5o,
L. ult. read Render Poffeffions ever fo equal, Men's different Des

rees, P, 69. L. 17, where the Search for Health or Pleafure
rings, P, 8a. L. 18. for then read thefe. P.83.L. 4. read
that of the Community. P.86. L. 35, read Circumflance,. P,
1. L. 1. read threaten’d, P. 1915. L. 1. for alone-read along,
. 98, L. 5. for will read . P. 117. L. 10. read pret
wearly of the fame Kind or Spacies. P. 129. L. 31, forﬁ-gf]z.
read poffeffes. P. 145, L. 5. xeadtbi:Paﬂzgn P. 150. L. 22.
for eoem read ever. " P. 173. L. 18, read: ferve: to o manner,
P. 278. L. 24. read anife. P. 202, L. 9. read isoften bighly
laudable. P. 204.. L. 6. read and muft [ufpend. P.237. L.
pemult, read sends. P. 227. L. 37. rvead bad been courted., P,
233, L. 23, read that tbere was & Natios,.

In the Notes,.

Page 5. Line pemult, for thefe Effays read sois Eng -
P. 55. Lo 9. for Efay read Section, *»
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SECTION I

Of the Gmcral Pm:c@le: af Mfon ALs.

PN

ISPUTES with Perfons, péninac'iouﬂy
D obftinate in- their Principlgs,' are, of all

others, " the moft irkfome; except, pér-
haps, thofe with Perfons, who really do not believe
at all the Opimon they defend, but engage in the
Controverfy, from Affectation, Jrom a Spirit of Op-"
pofition, or from-a Dafive of thowing Wit and Inge~
nuity, fuperior to the reft of Mankind. The fame
blind Adherence to their own Argumentsis to be ex-
cepted inboth ; the fame Contempt of their AntanT
mifts ; and the famepaflionate Vehsmence, in inforc-
ing Sopiﬁﬁry and Falﬂmod And' as reafoning is
not the Source; whence' cithet Difputdnt derives his
Tenets ; 'tis in vain to expe&, that any Logic, which
peaks not to the Affettions, will ever engage hun to

‘mbrace founder Princjples,

t

B ' THeSE
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#  SECTION 1.

-'Tuosg who have refufed the Reality of moral
Diftinétions, may be ranked in the latter Clafs, a.
mongf the difingenuous Difputants ; nor is it con-
geivable, that any human Creature could ever feri-
oufly believe, that all Characters and A&tions were
alike entitled to the Affection and Regard of every
one. The Difference, which Nature has plac’d be-
twixt one Mah dnd ariother, is fo wide, and this
Difference is fill fo much farther widened, by Educa-
tion, Example, and Habit, that, where the oppofite
Extremes come at once under our Apprehenfion,
there is no Sceptici{fm fo {crupnious, and fcarce any
Affurance fo determin'd, as abfolutely to deny all
Diftin&ion betwixt them. Let a Man's Infenfibility
be ever fo great, he muft-often be touch'd with the
Imagesof RIGHT and WR ONG; and let his
Prejudices be ever fo obftinate, he muft obferve, that
others are fufceptible of like Imprefions. The only

" Way, therefore, of convzmnganAnngom&of this
Kind, is to leave him to himfelf, - For, finding thz
No-body keeps up the Contmvcrfy with him, &
-probable he will, at laft, of himfelf, from mere
Wearinefs, come over to the Side .of common Senfe
and Reafon. N

‘ 'ff‘nsiz has i)een a Controverfy ftarted of late,
soauch beter wosth Examination, concerning -
@l ’ ge’ne




 Of the General Printiphes of Mozats. L
general Foundation of MO R A L S, whether they
are derived from REASONK orfromSENTI.
MENT; whether we ‘attain the Knowledge ‘of

_them by a Chain ef Argument and Deda&ion, or by
an immediate Feeling and finer internal Senfe; whe-
‘ther, like all found Judgment of Truth and Falthoed,
they fhould be the fame in every rational inveHigent -
Being ; or whether, like the Perception of Beauty-
and Deformity, they are founded entirely on the par-
ticulat Fabric and Conflitation of the human Species.

. Tae antient Philofephers, tho’they often affirm,
that Vistae is nothing but Conformity to Reafon, yet,"
in general, feem to confider Morals as deriving their
Exiftence from Tafte and Sentiment. On the other
Hand, our modern Enquirers, tho’ they alfo talk
much of the Beanty of Virtue, and Deformity of
Vice, yet have commonly endeavoured to account
for: hefe Diftinétions by metaphyfical Reafonings,:
and by Dedutions from the moft abftraét Principles

"of human Underftanding. Such Confufion reign'd
in thefe Subje@®s, that an Oppafition of the. greateft
Confequence could prevail betwixt one Syftem sind
another, and even in the Parts almoft of each indivi-
dual Syftem ; and yet No-body, till very lately, was-
ever fenfible of it. The elegant and fublime Lord
Shafresbury, who firft gave Occafion to remark this-
DiftinfQlion, and whe, in general, adher’'d to the

- ; B 2 - Prin.



.SECTION L

ples of the Antients; is not, hunfelf enurdy
:free from the fame Caﬂ'uﬁon“ - .

It muft be acknowledgad, thpt both S1des of thc
: Qgc{pon are fufceptible.; of . {pecious Argumeats
Moral Diftin&ians,, it mag.be fa.ld, are difceraibie by
pure Reafon : Elfe, wheace the many Difpates, that
reign, in common Life, as well as in Phijlofophy,
with regard te this Subje&t: The long Chain of Proofs
oftemadduc’d qn both Sides; - the Examples cited, the
Authorities appeal’d to, the Analogies employ'd, the
Eallaties:deneded, the Inferémces drawn, amd the Te-
" veral Copclufiens adjufted. to their proper Principles.
Truth is difputable ; not, Tafte: What exifts in the
Nature of Thingsis the Standard of our Judgment ;
what gach Man feels within himfelf .is the Standard
of. Senmpcnt P:opqﬁt,lons in Geothetry may ‘be
prov'd, Syltems in Phyfics. may be -eontroverted ;
but the Harmony of Verfe, the; Fenderneds of Paflion,
the Brilliancy of Wit muft give immediate Pleafure.
No Man reafons concemping another’s Beauty ; but
frequently eoncernipg the . Juttice ox Injugice of his
© Adions.: -Inevery Tria} af Crigpinals, -their feft Qb-
je is to_difprove the Fa@s alledged, \and dcnydxe
A8jons imputed to them = The fecond to prove, thae
even if thefe Adions were real, they might be juftified,
a5 innocent and lawful. "Tds copfefledly by Deduc-
QQ;;: of :the Upderdanding,: that the fisft Point is af-
1 . certain'd ;




OFf the Gam-al Prmnpk: qf‘ MoraLs. "5.
certain’d : How can we fuppofe, that a different Fi-

culty of the Mind is employ’d in fixing the other ?

Ov the other Hand, thofé, who would refolve alb
moral Determinations into §entiment, may endeavour
* to fhow, that ’tis impofiible for Reafon ever to-draw
Conclufions of this Natare. To Virtue, fay they,
it belongs to be amia*le, and Vice odious. This forms
their very Nature or Effence.  But can Reafon or Ar-
gumentation diftribute thefe different Epithets to any
Subjetts, and pronounce a}riari,' that this muft pro-
duce Love, and that Hatred ? Or what otlier Rea-
fon can we ever- affig for thefe Aﬁ'e&xons, bt the
original Fabric and Formation of the human Mind,
which is naturally adapted to receive thém ? .

" THe énd of all moral. Speculations is to teach us
our Duty ; and by ‘propér‘Reprefenfatiqn‘s of the De-
formity of Vice and Beauty of Virtue, beget cor-
refpondent Habits, and engage s to avoid the one,
and' embrace the other. Bt is this ever to be ex-
’pe&ed from Inferences a.nd Concluﬁons of the Un-
derﬁandmg, whfch of themf‘elves, have no Hold of ™ *
the Affeftions, not’ fet’ thé altive Powers of Men in.
Motion and Employment? ‘They difcover Truth 5
but where the Truths they difcover are indifferent,
and beget no Defire or Averfion, they can have no-
Influence on Conduét and Behaviour. What is o-
B3 nourable,.



& SECTION L )
nourable, what is fair, whas is becoming, what is
noble, what is generous, takes Poffeflion of the Heast,
and animates us to embrace and to maintain it. What
iy intelligible, what is evident, what is probable,
what is true, procures only the cool Affent of the Un. *
derftanding ; and gratifying a fpeculative Curiofity,
puts an end to our Refearches.

Extincuiss all the warm Feelings and Prepofief-
fions in favour of Virtue, and all Difguft or Averfion
againft Vice : Render Men totally indifferent towards

thefe Diftin@ions ; and Moxaﬁty is no longer a prac-
“tical Study, nor has any T cndency to regulate ow
-Lives and Aftions.

Tress Arguments on both Sides (and many more
might be adduc'd) are fo planfible, that Iam aptto
~ fufpe& they may, both of them, be folid and fatis-
faftory, and that Reafon and Semtiment concur in al-
moft all moral Determinations and Conclufions.
- The final Sentence, ’tis probable, which pronounces

Charafters and A&tions amiable or odious, praife.
worthy or blameable ; that which ftamps on them
the Mark of Honour or Infamy, Approbation or
Cenfure ; that which renders Morality an a&ive Prin.
'ciple, and conftitutes Virtue our Happinefs, and Vice
our Mifery : °Tis_probable, I fay, that this fimal
Sentence depends on fome internal Seaf or Feeling,

i which




O theGeneral Principles of Morats. k4
which Nature has made univerfal to the whole
Species. For what elfe can have an Influence of this
Nature? But, in order to pave the Way for fuch a
Sentiment, and give Men a proper Difcernment of
its Objedt, ’ts often neceflary, we find, that much’
Reafoning fhould precede, that .nice Diftinctions
be made, juft Cenclufions drawn, diftant Comparifons:
form'd, accurate Relations examin'd, and general
Fadls fixd and afcertain'd. Some Species of Leauty,.
efpecially the natural Kinds, on their firk Appear
ance, command our Affetion, and -Approbation 5.
and where they. fail of this Effe@, 'tis impoffible for
uny Reafoning to redrefs their Influence, or adépt.
them better to ourTafte and Sentiment. But in many
. Orders of Beauty, .particularly thofe of the finer.
Arts, tis requifite to employ much Reafoning, in
order to feel the proper Sentiment ; and a falfe Relith
may frequently be ‘correéted by Argument and Re-
fletion. There are juft Grounds to conclude, thar
moral Beauty partakes much of this latter Species,
and demands the Afliftance of our intelle&tual Fa»
culties, in order to give it a fumble Inﬂuence on the
human Mind.

- Bur tho' this Queftion, concerning the general
. Principle of Morals, be extremely curions and im-
portant ; ‘tis needlefs for us, at prefent, to employ
farther Care in our Enquiries concerningit. For if
mcanbefo happy, in the Courfe of thxs Enquiry,
B4 : as
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as to fix the juft Origin of Morals, twill then eafily
appear how far Sentiment or Reafon enters into all
Determinations of this Nature *, ' Mean while, it
.will fcarce bé pofithle for us, ’ere- this. Controverfy is
fully: decided, to proceed in that accurate Manner,
requir'd in the Sciences; by beginning with exa&
Definitions of VIR TUEand VICE, which are
the Qbjedis of our prefent Enquiry. But we fhall do
what may jufily be efteem’d as fatsfaliory. We fhall
coni:xder the Matter as an Objeét of Experience,
We thall calt every Quality or Aion of the Mjnd,. vir-
sious, which is attended awith the general Approbation
of Mankind : And we fhall denominate vicious, every
RQuality, whkich_is the Qbje@ of general Blame or Cen-
Jure. . Thefe Qualities we fhall endeavour to colleét ;
and after examining, aon both Sides, the feveral
Lircumfances, in which they agree, ’tis hop'd we
may, at laft, reach the Foundation of Ethics, and
find thofz univerfal Principles, from which all mora}
Blame ‘or Approbation is ultimately derived, As
this is a.Queftion of Fa&, net of abftra& Science,
‘we can only expeét Succefs, by following this expe-
rimental Method, and deducing genérél.Maxims from
a Comparifon of particular Inftances. The other
fcientifical Method ; where a general abftraét Prin-
¢iple is firft eftablith’d, and is afierwards branch'd
# See Appendix Fisft. ‘ '
: out




OF the General Principles of Morauvs. 9
 out into a Variety of Inferences and Conclufions,
may be more perfedt in itfelf, but fuits lefs the Im-
perfettion of human Nature, and is a common
Source of Illufion and Miftake, in this as well as in-
other Subje®ts. Men are now:cured of their Paflion.
for Hypothefes and Syftems in natural Philofophy;
and will hearken to no Arguments but thofe deriv'd
from Experience, . *Tis full Time they fhould begin.
2 like Reformation in all moral Difquifitions ; and-
rejelt every Syftem of* Ethics, however fubtile or im.-
genious, that is not founded on Fad and Qbferva--
tion. '

B SECTLON

~
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SECTION IIL

Of BENEVOLENCE.

PART L

HERE is aPrinciple, fappos'd to prevail as-
mongft many, which is utterly incompatibie

with all Virtue or moral Sentiment; and as itcan
proceed from nothing but the moft deprav'd Difpo-
fition, foin its Turn it tends fill farther to fofter and-
encourage that Depravity. This Principle is, that
all Benewolence is mere Hypocrify, Friendfhip a Cheat,.
Public Spirit a Farce, Fidelity a Snare to procure-
Truft and Confidence ; and while all of us, at the
Bottam, purfue only our private Intereft, we weap
thefe fair Difguifes, in order to put others off their
Gaard, and expofe them the more to our Wiles and-
Machinations. What Heart one. muft be. poflefs'd.
of, who profefles fuch Principles, and who-feels no.
internal Sentiment to belye fo pernicious.a. Theory,,.
%is eafy toimagine : And alfo, what Degree of Af-
faéhon and Bencvolence he can. bear. t0.a Species,.
B§ whons



3z SECTIQN IL .
whom he reprefents under fuch odious Colours, and
fuppofes fo little fufceptible of Gratitude or any Re-
wm of Affe@tion. Or if we will not aferibe thefe
Principles altogether to a corrupted Heart, we muft,
at leaft, account for them from the moft carelefs and
precipitate.  Examination. Supetficial Reafeners,
indeed, obferving many falfe Pretences amongt
Mankind, and feeling, perliaps, no very ftrong Re-
ftraint in their own Difpofition, might draw a general

" and a hafty Conclufion, that all is equally corrupted,
and that Men, différent from all other Animals, and
inndeed fidin all other Species of Exiftence, admit of
no Degrees. of Good or Bad, butare, in every In-
ftance, the fime Creatures, undex different Dxfgmfa
and A ppearances. : .

. Tuerp is another Pnncxple, fomewha( refembhng
the former_ ; which has bcen much. infifted on_ by
Phdofophm, and has been the Foundation of many
a fair Syftem ; that-whatever Affeftion ope may feel,
or imagine he feels for others, no.Paflion is, or can
be difintercfied ;. that the moft generous Friendfhip,
however fincere, is a Modification of Self-lave and

“that even. unknown. to:Ourfelves, we feck only our
Gratification, while we appear the. moft deeply en-
" gag'd in Schemes for the Liberty and Happinefs of
Manking: By a Turn of Imagination, by a Refine-
ment of Refletion; by an Enthufiafm. of Paflion,
: : we




. Of Biwgvoigsci.® g
we feem to take Part in the Interefts of others, and'
#magine Ourfelves divefled of all'felfith Views and
Confiderations : But at the Bottom, the moft generous
Patriot and moft niggardly Mifer, the braveft Hero
and moft abje Coward, have, in every Altion, an
" equal chard to their own Happmefs and Welfare.

Wuonn condudes, from the feemmg Tcndcncy
- of this Opinion, that thofe, who make Profeflion of
it, cannot poflibly feel the true. Sentiments of Bene-
volence, or have any Regard for genuine Virtue, will
often.- ﬁndlumfclf in Pradtice, very much mxﬁaken.
Probity and Honour we:e no Strangers to Epzwm
and his Se®. Atticus. and Horace feem to have e cn-
]oy'd from Nature, and cultivated by Rcﬂc&xon, as
generous and friendly Difpofitions as any- Difciple of
the aufterer Schools, And amongft the Moderns,
Hobbes and Locke, who maintain’d the felfith Syftem
of Morals, liv'd moft 1rrcproachable Lives ; tho’ the
former lay not under any Reftraints of Relxgxon.
which might fupply t‘xe Defelts of his Philofophy.

Ax Epzcmanor a Hobbiff readily allows, that there
isfuch ‘a’ 'I’hmg as Fnendﬂup—mthe World, without:
hypocrlfjr or "D‘Afguxfe ; tho! lie may attempt; by 1,
‘philofophical Chiymiftry, to refolve the Elements of
this Paffion; if I'may fo fpeak, into thofe of another,,
" and explain every AffeQion to be Self-love, twifted
o and
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and mouldediinto a Variety of Shapés and Appears
aunces. But ss the fame Fura of Imagination pre-
wails not in every Man; nor gives the fame DireQion
to the ariginal Paffion ; this s fufficient, even ac-
cording to the felfith Syftem, to make the wideft Dif-
ference in human Cliaraflers, and d‘cnoxnmate ope
Man virtaous and Rumane, another vicious and
meanly interefied. I effcem the Man, whofe Self-
love, by whatever Means, is fo direfted as to give
him a-Concern for others, and render him ferviceable
to Society : As I hate or defpife him, who has no
Regard to any Thing beyond his own pitiful Gratifi-
cations and Enjoyments. In vain would you fuggeft,
that thefe Charaters, tho’ feemingly oppofite, are,
at the Bottom, the fame, andthat a very inconfidér.
able Turn of Imagination forms the whole Difference
betwixt them. Each Charalter, notwithftanding
thefe- inconfiderable Differences, appears to me, in
Praflice, pretty durable and'untranfmutable.” And'
9 find not, in this, more. than in other Subjedts, that.
the natural Sentiments, arifing from the general Ap.
pearances of Things, are eafily défiroy’d by refin’d’
‘Reﬂé&ions cancerning the minute Origin of thefe
Appearances. Does not. the lively, cheerful Colour
of a Countenance infpire me with Complacency and
Pl:afure even tho’ I learn from Philofophy, thatall

,anexencc of Complexion arifes’ from the moft mi.
" put:
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-nate Differences of Thicknefs, -in.the.moft minute
-Parts of the Skin ; by which Differences one Supes-
«ficies i» qualify’d to reflect one of the original Colouzs
-of Light, and abforb the others 2

_ Bur tho’ the Queftion, concerning the univerfal
_or partial Selfithnefs of Man, be not fo material, as
‘3s ufually imagin'd, to Morality and Praice, it is
certainly of great Confequence in the fpeculative.
Science of human Nature, and is a proper Obje&t of
- Curiofity and Enquiry. It may not, therefore, be
improper, in this Places to beflow a few Refleftions
aponit *.

Taz moft obviaus Objedtion to the felfifh Hypo-
- thefis, is, that being contrary to commen Feeling and
our moft unprejudic’d Notions and Opinions ; there

® Benevolence niturally divides into two Kinds, the geswral snd
icnlar, The firft is, where we have mo Friendthip or Con-
Bexion or Efteem for the Perfon, but feel only a general Sympathy
with him or a Compeffion for his Pains, and a'Congratulation with
his Pleafures. The-other Species of Benevolence -is founded on an
Opinion of Vistue, en Services done vs, or on fome particular
Cons:xions. Botli thefe Sentiments muft be allow’d real in human
Mlatere; bot whetherthey will refolve into fome nice Confiderations
of Self-love, is 8 Queftion more curious them important, The fore
"mmes Sentiment,” wiz. that of g-neral Benevolence of Humanity oz
Sympathy, we Bhall have Qceafion fiequently to treat of in the
Coutle of thele Efays 3 end I affume it a8 real, anll".x-
perience, witheot any othes Preof. i

is
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is requir'd the ‘highefi Stretch of Philofopliy to effa-
- blifh-foextraordinary a Paradex. - ‘T'o.the mboft care-
. lefs Obferver, ‘there-appear to be fuch Difpofitions 1s.
Benevolence and‘ Generofity ; fuch Affeftions as
" Love, Fnendlhxp, Compaflion, Gratitude. Thefe
- Sentiments” have tﬁeu' Cafes, Eﬁ'e&s, ObJe&s ‘and.
* Operations, ‘markt ’by common Language and Obfer-
. vation, and - pfamly diftinguifh’d from the fclfdh Pal-
“fions, And as this is the obvious Appearance of,
- Things, it muft be admittéd ; till fome Hypothefis be
“ difcover'd, iwhich, .by: penetriting deeper-isito-Human
¢ Nature, hmiy* prove the ‘fermer Affcttions to be Nb.
thing but Modifications of the latter. All Attempts
of this Kind have hitherto prov'd fruitlefs, and feem
“to have proceeded entirely from that'Love of Sinpli-
" ¢ity, which has been the Source of ‘much falfe Reh-
¢ foning in Philofophy. Ffhalk not liere enter into any
- Detail on the: prefent.Subjeft. - Many.zble Philofo-
~phers have fhown the Inffficiency of thefe\gyﬁerb
" And I fhall take for granteJ what, T beheve, tﬁe
. fmalleft Refie@ion will make evident. to every lmpx-
ual Enqmrer

f a O
*  Burthe Naturc of the Subje& ‘ﬁh‘mfhesthe fh‘ong-
eﬁ Prefumption, that no better Syffem wxll ever, for
. the future, be invented, to account for the Qngmof
- the benevolent from the felfifli AffeQions, and redute
all the various Emotions of the humanMind'to a pér-

fedk.




i Of Brnevorewcs. 1
fe&t Simplicity and Uniformity. ‘The Cafe is not the
fame in this Species of Philofophy as in Phyfics.
Many an Hypothefis in Nature, contrary to firft Ap-
pearances, has been found, on more accurate Scru-
tiny, folid and fatisfattory, Inftances of this Kind
are {o frequent, that a judicious, as well as wittyPhi-
lofopher * has ventur'd to affirm, if there be more
than one Way, in which any Phznomenon may be
_produc’d, that there is a general Prefumption for its
arifing from the. Caufes, which are the leaft obviens
and familiar. But the Prefumption always lies on the
other Side,  in all Enquiries concerning the Origin of
our Paflions, and the internal Operations of the hu.
man Mind. The fimpleft and moft obvious Caufe,
that can there be aflign’d for any Phznomenon, is
probably the trac one. When a Philofopher, in the
Explication of his Syftem, is oblig'd to have Recourfe
to fome very intricate and refin’d Refle&tions, and to
fuppofe them effential to the Production of any Paf-
fion or Emotion, we have Reafon to be extremely on
our Guard againft fo fallacious an Hypothefis. The
Affections are not fufceptible of any Impreflion from
the Refinements of Reafon or Imagination ; and ’tis’
always found, that a vigorous Exertion of the latter
Faculties, from the narrow Capacity of the human
* Mind, defroys all Energy and A&tivity in the former.

L]

® Monfr, Fostenclle,
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Our predominant Motive or Intention is, indeed,
“frequently conceal'd from Ourfelves, when it is
mingled and confounded with others, which the
Mind, from Vanity or Self-conceit, is defirous of
Suppofing of greater Force and Influence : But there
is no Inftance, that a Concealment of this Nature
has ever arifen from the Abftrufenefs-and Intricacy
-of the Motive. A Man, who has loft a Friend and
‘Patron, may flatter himfelf, that all his Grief arifes
from generous Sentiments, without any Mixture of
narrow or interefted Confiderations: But a Man, who
grieves for a valuable Friend, that needed his Patron-
age and Proteftion ; how can we fuppofe, that his
paffionate Tendernefs arifes from fome metaphyfical
:Regards to a Self-intereft, which has no Foundation
.or Reality? We may as well imagine, that minute
Wheels and Springs, like thofc of a Watch, give
Motion to a loaded Waggon, as account for the

. Origin of Paflion from fuch abftrufe Reflettions.

Animavs are found fufceptible of Kindnefs, both:
to their own Species and to ours ; nor is there, in-
this Cafe, the leaft Sufpicion of Difguife or Artifice.
Shall we account for all tbeir Sentiments too, from
refin’'d Dedultions of Self-intereft ? Or if we ad-.
mit a difinterefted Benevolence in the inferior Species,
by what Rule of Analogy can we refufc. itin the Su-
perior 2 -

- ' L_on
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Love betwixt the Sexes begets a Complacency
‘and Good-will, very diftin& from the Gratification.
of an Appetite. Tendernefs to their Offipring, in
all fenfible Beings, is commonly able alone to
~counterballance the ftrongeft Motives of Self-love,
and has no Manner of Dependance on that Affeétion.
What Intereft can a fond Mother have in View, who
fofes her Health by affiduous Attendance on her fick
Child, and afterwards languithes, and dies for Grief,
when freed, by its Death, from the Slavery of tha&'
Atwndancc ? -

. IsGratitude no Affe@ion of the human Breaft, or is
that aWord merely, without anyMeaning or Reality?
Have we no Complacency or Satisfadtion in one
‘Man’s Company above another’s, and no Defire of
.the Welfare of our Friend, even tho' Abfence or .
-Death fhould prevent us from all Participation in it ?
Or what is it commonly, that gives us any Partici-
“pation in it, even while alive and prefent, but our
Affe@ion and Regard to him ?

Tuese and a thoufand other Inftances are Marks
of a generous Benevolence in haman Nature, where
20 real Intereft binds us to the Obje&. And how an

_#maginary Inteseft, known and avow’d for fuch, can
-be the Origin of Y. Paflion or Emotion, feems dif-
ficult
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ficult to explain. No fatisfactory Hypothefis of this
"Kind has yet been difcover’d ; nor is there the fmalleft
Probability, that the future Induftry of Men will ever
be attended with more favourable Succefs.

Bur farther, if we confider rightly of the Matter,
we fhall find, that the Hypothefis, which allows of 2
difinterefted Benevolence, diftin&® from Self-love, has
really more Simplicity in it, and is more conformable
to the Analogy of Nature, than.that which pretends
to refolve all Friendfhip and Heinanity into this dxteer
Principle. There are bodily Wants or Appetités,
acknowledged by every one, which neceffarily pre--
cede all fenfual Enjoyment, and carry us dire&ly to
- feck Pofleflion of the Obje&. Thus, Hunger and
-Thirft have eating and drinkirig for their Ead ; and
“from the Gratification of thefe- primary "Appetites
-arifes a Pleafure, which may become the Obje& of
another Species of Defire or Inclination, thatis fe-
.condary and interefted. . In the fame Manner, these
-are mental Paffions, by .which we are 'impell'd
immediately to feek. particular Obje&s, fuch- as
Fame or Power or Vengeance, without any Regard
to Intereft ; and when thefe Objetts are attain'd, 2
pleafingEnjoyment enfues, as the Confequence of our
indulg’d Affe@tions. Nature muft, by the interna!
.Frame and Conftitution of the Mind, give an origi-
nal Propenfity to Fame, "ere we can reap any Pleafure

: from
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* from it, or purfue it from Motives of Self-love, and
a Defire of Happinefs. If Ihave no Vanity, I take
no Delight in Praife: If I be void of Ambition,
Power. gives no Enjoyment : If Ibe not angry, the
Puniftiment of an Adverfary. is.totajly indifferent to
me. - In all thefe Cafes, there is a Paflion, which:
points immediately ta:the ObjeR, apd conflitutes it:
our Geod'or Happinefs ; as there aré other fecon-
dary Paflions, which afterwards arife, and purfue it
as a Part of our Happinefs, when once itis confti-
tuted fuch, by our original Affetions. Were there
no Appetites of any' Kind, antecedent to Self-love,
that Propenfity could fcarce ever exert itfelf ; becaufe
“we fhould, in that Cafe, have felt few and flender
Pains or Pleafures, and have httle Mifery or Happi-

i
nefs, to avoid or to pux:fue I

Now wheré is the D:ﬂiculty of' coﬁcéxvi‘ng, that
this-may likewile B&the Cafethh Benevolc'hce and
Fnendﬂnp, and that, fromtlie ongmal‘Frame of owr
Temper, we iy feel a Defire of another's Happi-
nefs .or Good, which;' by Means of ‘that -Affetion,
becomed” oiif -6wn Good, and it afferwards purfued,
from ¥ ¢onjbin'd Motiveés of Benevolence and Self-
enjoymient 2 Who - fees- tot- that Vengeance, from
the: Force alone of Paflion, may be-fo eagerly pur-
fued, as to make us knowingly neglett every Confi--
dedation: of Eafe, Interefl, or Safety; and, like

J fome
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fome vindi®ive Animals, infufe our very Souls into
.the Wounds we give an Enemy * ? ‘And what 2 ma-
Kgnant Philofophy mutt it be, ‘that will not allow, to
Humanity and Friendthip, the fame Privileges, which |
are indifputably granted to the darker Paffions of Ea-
miity . and Refentsnent ? Such  a -Philofophy is
more like a Satyr, than a true Delineation or De-
{eription, of humen Nature; and may be a good
Foundation for paradoxicat Wit and Raillery, but is
a very bad one-forany ferious Argument or Reafon-
ing. — A .

PART IL

T may be efteem’d, perhaps, a fuperfluous Task
to prove, that the benevolent or fofter Affections
areVIRTUOUS; and wherever they appear,
agra& the Efteemn, Approbatian; and Good-will of
Mankind. The-Epithets fociabl, - good-natur'd, bu.
m ”‘”‘W gratefuly friendly, Lenerausy bencficent,
are known in all Languages, and univerfally exprefs
the highe#t Mesit, which bamas Naturs is capable of
attaining : Where thefe, amiable: Qualities .are .at-
tended with Birth and. Power and eminent Abilities,
and difplay themfelves in the good Government or
© ©. Animafque in vulnere pommt Vire.
Dum alten nogeat, fui negligens, fays Seaeca of Anger, Ddu L.,
: ufeful
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afeful Inftruétion of Mankind, they feem even to
raife the Poffeffors of them above the Rank of Aumgan
Nature, and approach them, in fome Meafure, to the
Divine. Exalted Capacity, undaunted Courage,
profperaysSuccefs ;. thefe may only expofe a Hery:
or Politician-to the Envy and Malignity of the Pub-
Lic : .But. as-foon as the Praifes aré added of humane
and beneficent ; when Inftances are difplay'd of
Lenity, Tendernefs, or Friendthip ; Envy itfelf is
filent, or joins the general Voice of Applaufe and-
Acclamation.

* WugN Pericles, the great Athenian Statefman and
General, was on his Death-bed, his furrounding
Friends, efteeming him now infenfible, began to
indulge their Sorrow for their expiring Patron, by
enumerating his great Qualities and Succeffes, his
-Conquefts and Vi&ories, the anufual Length of his
Adminifiration, and his nine Trophies, ere@ed over
1l Enemies of the Republic. Yo forger, cries the
d8ying Hero, who had heard all, you forger rhe mopt
eminent of my Praifes, abile you duwell fo mach on thofe
qiulga'f Advantages; in avbith Fortune bad a principaF
Share. You bave mot obferv'd, that no Citizen basever
yet wore Moxrning on my Account *.

@ Plut, in Pesicle,
~In
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In Men of more ordinary Talents and Capacity,
the focial Virtues become, if poflible, fill more ef-
{entially pequifite ; there being nothing eminent, in
that Cafe, to compenfate .for the:Want of them, or
preferve the Perfon fram our fevéreft Hatred, as well
as Conterapt. . A high "Amibition; an elevated Cou-
rage isapt, fays Cicero, in lefs perfed Charadiers, to
degenerate into a turbulent Ferocity. The more
focial and fofter Virtues are there chiefly to be re-
garded. Thefe are always good and amiable *.

. Tus principal Advantage, which Fuvenal djfco-
vers in the extenfive Capacity of the human Species,
is, that it renders our Benevolence alfo more exten-
five, and gives us larger Opportunities of fpreading
our kipdly Ipfluence than what are indulg'd to the
inferior Creation +. It muft,: indeed, be confeft;
that by doing Good gnly, ‘can a Man truly: enjoy the
Advantages of being eminent. His exalted Station,
of itlelf, b.ut'tbé, more expofes.him to Tempeft and
Thunder. His fole Prerogative is to afford Shelter
%o Inferjors;, | who rcpofe themfelves under hxs Cover
and Protection. N ST

Bur I forget, that it is not my prefent Bufinefs to
recommend Generofity and Benevolence, orto paint,

# Cic, de Officiis, Lib. 3, + Sat, zv, 139, &feq,
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3o-their true Colours, all the genuine Charms df the
focial Virtues. Thefe, indeed, fufficiently engage .
every.Heart, on the firft Apprehenfion of them ; and
*tis difficult to abftain from forre Sally of Panegyric,
as often as they occur in.Difcourfe or Reafoning.
But ourObjett here being more the fpeculative, than
the. pratical Part-of Morals, twill fuffice to remark,
what will readily, I believe, be allow'd, that no
Qualities are more entitled to the general Good-will
and Approbation of Mankind, than Beneficence and
Humanity, Friendfhip -and -Gratitude, Natural Af-
fe&ion and-Public Spirit, or whatever proceeds from
a .tender Sympathy with others, and a generous
Concern for our Kind and Species. Thefe, where-
ever they appear, feem to transfufe themfelves, in a
Manner, into each Beholder, and to call forth, in
their own Behalf, the fame favourable and affetion-
ate Sentiments, which they -exert on all around
them,

PART I

'E ‘may obferve, that, in difplaying the Praifes

of any humane, beneficent Man, there is

one Circumftance, which never fails to be amply in-
fifted on, wiz. the Happinefs'and Satisfattion, -de-
y:iv’d to Society from his Intercourfe and Good-
C offices,
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«affices. To his Pareqts, we are aptto fay, he en-
.dears himfelf, by his pidus Attachment and duteous
Care, ftill more than by the Connexions of Nature.
,Hls Children never feel his Authority, but when em-
ploy’d for their Advantage. With him, the Ties of
Love are confolidated by Beneficence and Friend-
“fhip. The Ties of Friendfhip approach, in a fond
Obfervance of each obhgmg ce, to thofe of Love
and, Inclimation. His Domcfhcs and Dependants
have in him a fure Refource ; and no longer dread
she Power of Fortune, but {o far as fhe exercifes it
over him. From him, the hungry receive Food,
the naked Cloathing, the ignorant and flathful Skilk
and Induftry. Like the Sun, an inferior Minifter
.of Providence, he cheers, invigorates, and, fuftaing
the furrounding World.

- Ir confin’d to private Life, the Sphere of his Ac.
tivity is narrower ; but his Influence is all bénign
.and gentle. If exalted into a higher Station, Man.
kind and Pofterity reap the Fruit of his Labours.

As thefe Topics of Praife never fail to be em-
ploy’d, and with Succefs, where we would infpire
Efteem for any one ; ‘may we not thence (':onclud'g
that the UTILITY, refulting from the fociaj
Yirtues, forms, at leaft, a Part of their Merit, and
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i ane Source of that Approbation and Regard fo uni-
verfally pay'd them ?

Wum we recommend even an Animal or Plant as
ufefil and beneficial, we give- it an Applaufe and Re<-
commendation {uited to its Nature, As on the
other Hand, Refle®ion on the baneful Influence of
any of thefe inferior Beings always infpires us with
the Sentiments of Averfion. The Eye is pleas’d
with the Profpett of Corn-fields and loaded Vine-
yards ; Horfes grazing, and Flocks pafturing : But
flies the View of Bryars and Brambles, affording
Shelter to Wolves and Serpents.

A Machihe; a Piece of Furniture, 2 Garment, a
Houfe, well contriv'd for Ufe and Conveniency, is
{o far beautiful, and is contemplated with Pledfure
and Approbation. An experienc’'d Eye is here fer-
fible to many Excellencies, which efcape Perfons
ignorant and uninftruted.

Cayx any Thing fironger be faid in Praife of 2
Profeflion, fuch as Merchandize or Manufaltory,
than to obferve the Advantages, which it procures
to Society ? And is not a Monk and Inquifitor en-:
rag'd, when we treat his Rank and Order as ufelefs:
or pernicious to Mankind‘ 2

. o %
C: Tuz
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- Tue Hiftoran exults in difplaying the Benefit
arifing from his Labours. The Writer of Romances
glleviates or deniesthe bad Confequences afcrib’d
to his Manner of Compofition.

In general, what Praife is imply'd ‘in:the-fimple
Epithet, »/fu/! What Reproach in the contrary !

Your Gods, fays Cicero *, in- Oppofition to the
Epicureans, cannot juftly cldim any Worfhip or Ado-
ration, with whatever imaginary Petfeftions-you may
fuppofe them endow’d. ‘They are totally ufelefs and
ina&tive. And even the Egyptians, whom you fo
much ridicule, never confecrated any Animal but
on Account of its Utility.

Tue Sceptics affert +, tho' abfurdly, that the
Ovigin of all religious Worthip was deriv'd from the
Wtility of inanmimate Objeéts, as the Sun and Moon,

~to the Support and Well-being of Mankind, This is
alfo the common Reafon, affign’d by Hiftorians, for
the Deification of eminent Heroes.and Legiflators t.

To plant a Tree, to cultivate a Field, to beget
Children ; meritorious Ags, according to the Re-
Xigion of Zoroafier,

* .,De Nﬂtn Deor, Lib. } ) 1" s“‘. Mu ld'ﬂ{m Mathu ubo’Sc
£ Diod. Sic, paffim, .
. Is



€f BENSVOLENCE. zg

In all Determinations of Morality, this Circum-
ftance of public Utility is ever principally-in V) iew 5
and wherever Difputes arife, whe}hé in Philofophy’
or common Life, concerning the Bounds of Duty,
the Queftion cannot, by any Means, be decided
with greater Certainty, than by afcertaining, on any’
Side, the true. Interefts of Mankind. If any falfe
Opinion, embrac’d: from Appearances, has beea
found to prevail ; as foon as farther Experience,
and founder Reafoning have given us jufter Notions
of human Affairs ; we retra&t our firft Sentiments;
and adjuft a-new the Boundaries of moral Good and
Evil,

Arms to common Beggars is naturally prais'd
becaufe it feems to carry Relief to the diftreft
and indigent : But when we obferve the Encourage--
ment thence arifing to Idlenefs and Debauchery, we
regard that Species of Charity rather as a.Weaknels:
than a Virtue.

Tyrannicide or the Affaflination of  Ufurpers and'
oppreflive Princes was highly prais’d in antient
Times ; becaufe it both freed Mankind from many-
- of thefe Monfters, and feem’d to keep the others in
Awe, whom the Poinard or the Poifon could not reach.
But Hiftory and Experience having fince convinc’d .

Cy ' s,
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us, that this Prafice encreafes the Jealoufy i
Cruelty of Princes ; a Timoleon and a Brutus, o
treated with Indulgence on Account of the Prejudic®

of their Times, are now confider'd as very impropr
Models for Imitation. ’

. LiBgrATITY in Princes is regarded as a Mark of
Beneficence : But when it occurs, that the homely
Bread of the Honeft and Induftrious is often thereby
converted into delicious Cates for the Idle and the
Prodigal, we foon retract our heedlefs Praifes. The
Regrets of a Prince, for having loft a Day, wer
noble and generous : But had Ke intended to have
fpent it in.Ads of Generofity to his greedy Courtiers,
’twas better loft than mifemploy'd after that Man-
er, ' : ’ ' '

"Luxury, or a Refinement on the Pleafures and
Conveniencies of Life, had long heen fuppos'd the
Scurce of every Corruption and Diforder in Go-
vernment, and the immediate Caufe of Faction,
Sedition, civil Wars, and the total Lofs of Liberty.
It was, thercfore, uﬁive‘rfatly regarded as a Vice,
and was an ébjc& of Declamation to all Satyrifts
and fevere Moralifts. Thofe, who prove, or at-
tempt to prove, that fuch Refinements rather tend to
the Encreafe of Induftry, Civility, and Arts, regu-
date a-new our moral as well as political Sentiments,

o and
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and reprefent as laudable and innecent, what had

formerly been regarded as .pernicious and blame-
able.

Uron the Whole, then, it feems undeniable, #haf
there is fuch a Sentiment in human Nature as dil-
interefted Benevolence ; #4a¢ nothing can beftow
more Merit on any human Creature than the Pof-
feflion of it in an eminent Degree; and that a Part,
at leaft, of its Merit arifes from its Tendency to
promote the Interefts of our Species, and beftow
Happinefs on human Society. We carry our View
into the falutary Confequences of fuch a Charaéter
and Difpofition ; and whatever has fo benign an In-
fluence, and forwards fo defirable an End is beheld
with Complacency and Pleafure. The focial Vir-
tues are never regarded without their beneficial
Tendencies, nor view'd as barren and uqfruitful.
"The Happinefs of Mankind, the Order of Society,
the Harmony of Families, the mutual Support of
Friends are always confider'd as the Refult of their

gentle Dominion over the Breafts of Men.

. How confiderable a Part of their Merit we ought.
to afcribe to their Utility, will better appear from.
fature Difquifitions * ; as well as the Reafon, why
this Circumftance has fuch a Command over our
Efteem and Approbation. +

% Se@, 3d and 4th, + Se.. sthe
Ca SECTLOQDM
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SECTION II.
Of Jusricsh.

FART I

- H AT Justice:is ufefal to Sociéty, and’

confequently that Part of its Merit, at leafty
muft arife from .that .Confideration ; .’twould.be a
fuperfluous Undertaking: to prove. That publie
Utility: is the fo/e Origin of . Juflice, and.that Re-
fleCtions on the beneficial Confequences of this Vir-

tue are.the fwe Foundation of its Merit ; this Pro- -
pofition, being more curious and important, will .

better deferve our Examination and .Enquiry.

Ler us fuppofé, .that Nature has beftow’d on hu. -
mah Race fuch profufe dbundance of all external
Conveniencies, that, without any Uncertainty in the

Fvent, without any Care or Induftry on our Part, -

gvery Individual finds himfelf. fully provided of
Cs whatevez.

A
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whatever his moft voracious Appetites ean want, or
luxurious Imagination wifh or defire. His natural
Beauty, we fhall fuppofe, furpaffes all acquir’d Or-
naments : The perpetual Clemency of the Seafons
renders ufelefs all Cloaths or Covering : The raw
Herbage affords him the moft delicious Fare ; the
clear Eountain, the richeft Beverage. No:labgrious
Occupation requir'd : No-Tillage : No Navigation.
Mufic, Poetry, and Contemplatiofi: form his fole
Bufinefs : Converfation, Mirth, and Friendthip his
fole Amufement.

It feems evident, that, in fut%h a happy State,
&very other focial Virtue would flourith, and receive
wem tiei s i @ tenfold Encreafe ;. but the cautious, jealous Virtue
« rase Jushiof Juftice would mever once have been dreamt of.
i ;:’ ':['.‘, For what Purpofe make a Partition of Goods, where
4. —— every one ‘has already more than enough ? Why
give Rife ta Property; where there cannot pofiibly
be any-Injury ¥ Why call this Objeft mize, when,
upon the Seizure of it by another, I need but ftretch
out my Hand to poffefls myfelf of what is eciually
valuable ? Juftice, in that Cafe, being totally
USELESS, would be an idle Ceremonial, and
could never poflibly have Place amongﬁ: the Cata:

logue of Virtues.

We
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W fee, even in the prefent neceflitous Condition.
of Mankind, that, wherever any Benefit is beftow’d
by Nature in an unlimited Abundance, we leave it
always in common amongft the whole human Race,.
and make no Subdivifions of Right and Property..
Water and Air, tho’ the mioft neceflary of all Ob--
jects, are not challeng’d by Individuals; nor can
any one commit Injuftice by the moft lavith Ufe and.
"Enjoyment of thefe Bleflings. In fertile; extenfive: -
Counn"ies, with few Inhabitants, Land is regarded.
‘on the fame Footing. And no Topic is fo much in-
fifted on by thofe, who defend the Liberty of the
Seas, as the unexhaufted Ufe of them in'Navigation,
Were the Advantages, procur'd by Navigation, as:
inexhauftible, thefe Reafoners never had had any
Adverfaries to refute ; nor had any Claims been ever
advanc'd of a feparate, exclufive Dominion over the:
Ocean;

It may happen in fome: Countries, at fome Pe.
riods, that there be eftablifh’d a Property in Water,
mone in Land *; if the latter be in greater Abun-
darice than can be us'd by the Inhabitants, and the.
former be found, with Difficulty, and in very {mall-
" Quantities, '

Genefis, chap. xiii, and xxi,
(&) Acaing.
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Acaiv; fuppofe, that, tho’ the Neceffities of hu—
man Race continue the fame. as at-prefent; yet the
Mind s {o enlarg’d, and-fo- replete with Friendfhip
and Generofity, that every Man has the utmoft Ten-
dernefs for every Man, and feels no more-Conecern
for his own Intereft than for that of. his-Fellow.: kK
feems evident, that the U S E.of Juftice would, in
this Cafe, be fufpended by fuch an extenfive Bene-
volence, nor would the Divifians and Barriers of
Property and Obligation have ever been thought of.
Why fhould I bind another, by a Deed or Promife,

_to do me any Good-office, when I know he is be-
fore-hand prompted, by the ftrongeft: Inclination,.
to feek my Happinefs, and would; of himfelf, per-
form the defir'd-Service; except the Hart, le there.
by receives, be greater thanthe Benefit accruing to
me: In which Cafe, he knows, that, from my in-
nate Humanity and Friendfhip, I" fiould be the firft
to oppofe myfelf to his imprudent Generofity ?
Why raife Land-macks betwixt my Neighbour's
Field and mine, when my Heart has made no Divi-

-fion betwixt ous Interefts ; but fhares alhhis Joys and
Sorrows with equal Force and Vivacity as if origi-
nally my own 2 Every Man,.upon this Suppofition,
being a Second-felf to. another, would traft. all his
Interefts to the Difcretion of every Man, without
Jealoufy, without Partition, without Di&intion.

‘ And
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And thewhole Race. of Mankind: would form only
one Family ;- where all lay in common; and was
us'd, freely, without Regard to Property ; but cau-
tioufly too, with as entire Regard to the Neceflities
of each Individual; as.if:our own Interefts were moft
intimately-concern’d.

In the prefent Difpofition. of. the human Heart,
*twould, perlraps, be. difficult to find.compleat In-
ftances of fuch enlarg’d Affections ; but flill we may
obferve, that the Cafe of Families approaches. to-
wards it ; and the ftronger is the mutual Benevolence
amongft the Individuals, the nearer it.approaches ;
till- all Diftintion of Property be, in.a great
Meafure, loft and confounded amongft. them. Be-
twixt marry’d Perfons, the Cement of Friend-

_fhip is by the Laws fuppos'd fo firong as to
abolifh all Divifion of Poflefions ; and has often,
in Reality, the Fosce afcribed to it. And ‘s
obfervable, that, during the. Ardour. of new En-
thufiafms, where every. Principle is inflam'd into

. Extravagance, the Community of Goods has fre-
quently. been attempted; and nothing butExperience
of its Inconveniencies, from the returning or dif-
guis'd Selfithnefs of Men, could make the imprudent

 Fanatics adopt a-new the Ideas of Juftice and of fe-
parate Property, So tru is it, that that Virtue .de-
rives
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rives its Exiftence altogether from its neceffary U Ry
the Intgrcou.rfe and Society of Mankind. )

To ma.kc this Truth more evident, let us reverfe
the foregoing Suppofitions ; and carrying every
Thing to the oppofite Extreme, confider what would
be the Effect .of thefe new Situations. Suppofe a

"Society to fall into fuch Want of - all common Ne—
ceffaries, that the utmoft Frugality and Induftry can-
not preferve the greateft Number from perithing,
and the whole from extreme Sufferance: It will
readily, I believe, be admitted, that the fri¢t Laws-
of Juftice are fufpended,.in fuch a prefling Emer-
gence, and give Place to the fronger Motives of.
Neceflity and Self-prefervation: . Is it any Crime,.
after a Shipwreck,. to feize whatever Means or In--
frument of Safety one can lay hold of, without Re-
gard to former Limitations of Propérty ? Or if a-
City befieg’'d were - ftarving with Hunger ; can we.
imagine, that Men will fee any Means of Life be-
fore them, and perifh, from a fcrupulous Regard to-
what, in, other Situations, would be. the Rules of:
Equity and Juftice ? The USE and TENDENCY
of that Virtue is to procure Happinefs and Security,
by preferving Order in Society : But where the So--
eiety is ready to perith from extreme Neceflity, no
greater Evil can be dreaded from Violence.and In-
“uftice; and.every Man may now provide for himfelf,

by

l
{
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by-all Means, which Prudence can-diftate,; or Hu-
manity permit. The Public, even in lefs urgent Ne- -
ceflities, open Granaries, without the Confent of
Proprietors ; as juftly fuppofing, that the Authority
of Magiftracy may, confiftent with Equity, extend
fo far : But were.any Number of Men to affemble,
without the Tye of Laws or civil Jurifdiction ;
would an equal Parfition of Bread in a Famine,
even without the Proprietor’s Confent, be regarded
as criminal or injurious ?

. Suprose alfo, that it fhould be a virtuous Man’s
Fate to fall into the Society of Ruffians, remote
from the Prote®tion of Laws and Government ;
what Conduét muft he embrace in that melancholy
Situation ? He fees fuch a defperate Rapacioufnefs
prevail ; fuch a Difregard to Equity, fuch Contempt.
of Order, fuch flupid Blindnefs to future Confe-
quences, as muft immediately have the moft tragical
Conclufion, and muft terminate in Deftru&ion to
the greater Number, and in a total Diffolution of
Society to thereft. He, mean while, can have no
other Expedient, than to arm himfelf, to whom-
ever the Sword he. feizes, or the Buckler may be-
long : Make Provifion of all Means of Defence and
Security: And his particular Regard to- Juftice. bemg
o, longer of U S E to his own Safety or that of
othe.rs, he muft confult alone the Ditates of Self-

& j3:fervation,
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prefervation, without: Concern for thofe, who:nck
longer merit-his. Care and Attention.

Wien anyMan, even in political Society, renders.
himfelf, by his Crimes, obnoxious to the Public, hes,
is punifh’d by the Laws in his Goods and Perfon 3
that is,. the ordinary Rules of Juftice are, with Re-
gard to him, fufpended for a Moment;, and it be~
comes equitable to inflit on him, for the Berefir of
Society, what, otherwifé, he could not fuffer with-
out Wrong or Injury.

Tne Rage and Violence of public War ; what
is it but a Sufpenfion of Juftice amongf the warring
Partiés, who perceive, that that Virtue is now no .
Ionger of any U or Advantage to them? The Laws
of War, which then ficceed to thofe of Equity and .

* Jutice, are Rules calculdted fer the Addvantage and
. Urility of that particular State, ip-whichMen are now
placid. And were a civiliz’d Nation engag'd withl
Barbariins, who -obferv’d -no- Rules even of War 3
the former muft” alfo - fufpend their Obfervance of
them, whire- they no longer ferve to any Purpofe ;.
and muft render every A&ion or Rencounter as
bloody and pernicious as' poflible to the firft Ag-
greflors.

Tav:
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Thuus the Rules of Equity or Juftice depend en-
tirely on the particular State and Condition, in
which Men. are plac'd, and owe their Origin-and
Exiftence to that U T I L I T Y, which refults to
the Publie from their ftrict and regular Obfervance.
Reverfe, in any confiderable Circumftance, the Con-
dition of Men : Produce extreme Abundancs. or
extreme Neceflity : Implant. in the human Breaft
perfe& Moderation and Humanity,. or perfe& Rapa-
cioufnefs and Malice : By rendering Juftice totally
ufelefs, you thereby totally deftroy its Effence, and
fufpend its Obligation upon Mankind,

THE common Situation of Society is a Medium
amidft all thefe Extremes. We are naturally par-
tial to Ourfelves, and to our Friends ; but are ca-
pable of fearning the Advantage, refulting from a
more equal Condu&. Few Enjoyments are given
us from the open and liberal Hand of Nature ; but
by Art, Labour, and Induftry, we can extract them
in great Abundance. Hence the Ideas of Pro-
perty become neceflary in all civil Society : Hence
Juftice derives its Ufefulnefs to the Public: And
hence alone arifes. its Merit and moral Qbligation.

Tuese Conclufions are fo natural and obvious,
that they have not efcap'd even the Poets, in their
Defcrip-
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Defcriptions of the Felicity, attending the Golden
Age or.the Reign of Saturn. The Seafons, in that
firft Period of Nature, were fo tcmperate, if we
credit thefe agreeable Fictions, that there was no
Neceflity forMen to provide themfelves with Cloaths
and Houfes, as a Security againft the Violence of
Heat and Cold : The Rivers flow'd with Wine and
Milk : The Oaks yielded Honey ; and Nature
fpontaneoufly produc’d her greateft Delicacies. Nor
were thefe the chief Advantages of that happy Age.
The Storms and Tempefts were not alone remov’d
from Nature; but thofe more furious Tempefts were
unknown to human Breafts, which now caufe fuch
Uproar, and engender fuch Confufion. Avarice,
Ambition; Cruelty, Selfithnefs were never heard of :
Cordial Affetion, Compaffion, Sympathy we;{e the
only Movements, with which the Mind was yet ac-
quainted. Even the pundilious Diftin&ion of Mine
and Thine was banifh’d from amongft that happy
Race of Mortals, and carry’d with it the very No-
tion of Property and Obligation, Juftice and Ina
juftice.

Tu1s poetical Fiction of the Golden Age is, in fome
Refpe@s, of a Piece with the philofophical Fiftion:
of - the State of Nature ; only that the former is re-
prefented as the moft charming and moft peaceable.
Condition, that can poffibly beimagin'd ; whereas the

: . latter
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latter is pointed out as a State of mutual War and
Violerice, attended with the moft extreme Neceflity.
©n the firft Origin of Mankind, as we are told, their
Ignorance and favage Nature were fo prevalent,
that they could give no mutual Truft, but muft each
depend upon himfelf, and his own Force or Cunning
fot Protetion and Security. No Law was heard of :
No Rule of Juftice known : No Diftin&ion of Pro-
perty regarded : Power was the only Meafure of
Right ; and a perpetual War of All againft All was
the Refult of their untam'd Selfithnefs and Barba-

rity ¥,

"WHETHER

® This FiQion of 2 State of Nature, ‘as a State of War,
wvas-not firft ftarted by Mr. Hebbes, as is commonly imagin'd, Plare
endeavours to refute an Hypothefis very like it in the 2d, 3d and
4th Books de Republica. Cicero, on the contrary, fuppofes it
certain and univerfally acknowledged in the following beautiful
Paflage, which is the only Authority I fhall cite for thefe Reafon-
ings s Not imitating in this the Example of Puffendorf, nor even
that of Grotius, who think a Verfe from Ovid or Plautus or Pes
sronius a neceffary Warrant for every moral Truth ; or the Exame
ple of Mr, Woolaflon, who has conftant Recourfe to Hebrew and
Arabic Authors for the fame Purpofe.  Qais enin wefirdm, judices,
ignorat, ita maturam rerum tuliffe, ut guodam tempore bomines,
nondum neque naturali, neque civili jure deferipto, fufi per agros,
ag difperfi vagarentur, tantumque baberent quantum manu ac wviri-
bus, per cadem ac wulnera, aut eripere, ant retinere potuiffent §
R igitur primi virtute & confilio preeflanti extiterunt, ii perfpecto
geneve bumane docilitatis atque ingenii, diffipatos, unum in locum
gongregarunt, eofque ex fevitate illa ad juftitiam ac manfuetudinem
i ’ tranfdu xerunt,
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Wuerner fuch a' Condition of human Nature
eould ever exift, or if it did, could continue-fo -long
ds to merit the Appellation of a State, may juftly be
doubted. Men are neceflarily born in a Family-
fociety, atleaft ; and are train’d up by their Parents
to fome Rule of Condu¢t and Behaviour. But this
muft be admitted, that if fuch_ a State of mutual
War and Violence was ever realy the Sufpenfion of
all Laws of Juftice, from their abfolute Inutility, is
% neceffary and infallible Confequenee.

THE more we vary our Views of humarn Life,
and the newer and more unufual the Lights are, in
which we furvey it, the more fhall we be convinc'd,
that the Origin here aflign’d for the Virtue of. Juftice
is real and {atisfaltory. '

Wzkl'-:.there a Species of. Creatures, intermingbed
with-Men, which, tho’ rational, were poffeft of fuch

ranfduxerunt,  Tum res ad communem wtilitatem, quas pablicas ap=
pellamus, tum conventicwla® bominum; que pofiea civitates nominatae
Junt, tum demicilia comjunfia, quas urBes dicamus, invents & di-
wino & bumano jure, meanibus fepferunt, Atgue inter banc witam;
perpolitam bumanitate, & illam immanem, nibil tam-intereft quam
JUS atque VIS, Horum utro uti molimus, altero eff utendwm;
Vim wolumus extingui #  Fus waleat necelfe ef, id eff, judicia;
quibus omne jus continetur. Fudicia difplicent, aut nulla funt €
wis deminetur neceffe off @ Heee wident omnes,  Pro Sexto L 4.

e infertor
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Smferior Strength, both of Body and Mind, that
they were incapable of all Refiftance, and could
mever, upon -the higheft Provocation, make us feel
the .Effeétsof their Refentment ; the neceffary Con-
fequence, d think, is, .that we fhould be bound, by
the Laws of Humanity, to give gentle Ufage to
thefe Creatures, but fhould not, properly fpeaking,
lie -under’ any Reftraint of Juftice with Regard to
them, mor conld they poffefs any Right or Property,
exchfive of fuch arbitrary Lords. Our Intercourfe
with them could ‘not betall’d Society, which fup-
pofes. a Degree of Equality ; but abfolute Command
on the one Side, and fervile Obedience on the other.
Whatever we covet, they muft inflantly refign : Gur
Permiffion is the only Tenure, by which they hold
their Poffeflions : Our Compaflion and Kindnefs the
only Check, by which they curb our lawlefs Will :
And as no Inconvenience ever refults from the Ex-
ercife of a Power, fo firmly eftablifh’d in Nature,
the Reftraints of Juftice and Property, being totally
ufelefi, wodld never bave Place, in fo unequsl aCen-
federacy.

THis is-plainly the Situation of Men with regard
to Animals ; and how far.thefe may be faid to pof-
{fefs Reafon, Ileave it to others to determine. The
great Superiority of civiliz’d Eurgpeans above bar-
barous Indians, tempted us to imagine .ourfelves .on

the



Fi:N SECTION IH.

the fame Footing with regard to them, and made us
throw off all Reftraints of. Juftice, and evén of Hu-
manity, in our Treatment of them. . In many Na-
tions, the female Sex are reduc'd to like Slavery,
“and are render'd incapable of all Property, in Op-

pofition to their lordly Mafters. But tho’the Males,..

when united, have, in. all  Countries, brute Force

fufficient to maintain this fevere Tyranny ; yet fuch

are the Infinuation, Addrefs, and Charms of their
fair Companions, that they are commonly able to
break the Confederacy, and fhare with the fuperior.
Sex in. all the Rights and Privileges of Society.

~ Were the human Species fo fram'd by Nature ag-
that each Individaual pofleft within hxmfelf every
Faculty, requifite both for his own Prefervation and
for the Propagation of his Kind : Were all Society
and Intercourfe cut off betwixt Man and Man, by the
primary Intention of the fupreme Creator : It feems
evident, that {o {olitary a Being would be as much,

incapable of Juftice, as of facial Difcourfe and .

Converfation. Where mutual Regards and For-
bearance ferve no Manner of Purpofe, they would
never dire& the Condut of  any reafonable Man.
Fhe headleng Courfe of the Paffions would be
check’d by no Refletion on future Confequences.
And as each Manis here fuppos'd to love himfelf

alene, and te depend only on himfelf and his own..
Adivity
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Adivity for Safety and Happinefs, he would, on
every Occafion, to the utmoft of his Power, chal-
lenge the Preference above every other Being, to
whom he. is not bound by any Ties, either of Natuge
or of Intereﬂ: £

' Bur fuppofe the Conjuntion of the Sexes to be
eftablifi’d in Nature, a Family immediately arifes 3
atd particular Rules being found requifite for its
Subfiftance, ‘thefe are immediately embrac’d ; tho’
without comprehendmg the reft of Mankmd within
their Prefcnptlons. ‘Suppofe, that feveral Families
unite together into one Society, which is totally dify
join’d from all others, the Rules, which preferve
Peace and Order, enla-l'ge themfelves to the utmoft
Extent of that Society ; but, bemg entirely ufelefs,
lofe their Force when carry’d one Step farther. But
again fuppofe, that feveral diftin& Societies main-
tain a Kind of Entercourfe for mutual Convenience
and Advantage, the Boundaries of Juflice ill grow
larger and larger, in Proportion to the Largenefs of
Mens Views,, and the Force of their mutual Con-
nexions. Hxﬁory, Experience, Reafon fufficiently
inftru@ us in thig natural Progrefs of human Senti-

.ments, and the gradual Encreafe of our Regards to
Property and Julice in Propomon as we become
acquainted with the extenfive Uzilizy of that Virtue.

N

PART
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PART I

F we examine all the particular Laws, by which
Juftice is direéted, and Property determin’d ; we
fhall fill be prefented with the fame Conclufion.
The Good of Marnkind is the only Obje& of all
thefe Laws and Regulations. Nat only 'tis requifite,
for the Peace and Intereft of Society, that Men’s
Poffeflions fhould be feparated ; but the Rules,
which we follow in making the Separation, are fuch
as can beft be contriv'd to ferve fanﬂ:r the Interefts
of Society. : '

We hall foppofe, that a Creature, pofleft of
Reafon, but unacquainted with human Nature, de-
liberates with himfelf what R U L E S of Juftice or
Property would beft promote public Intereft, and
eftablith Peace and Security amongft Mankind :
His moft obvious Thought would be, to aflign the
largeft Poffeffions to the moft extenfive Virtue, and
give every one the Power of doing Good, proper-
tien’d to his Inclination. In-a perfet-Theocracy,
where a Being, infinitely intelligent, governs by par-
ticular Volitions, this Rule would certsinly have
Place, and might ferve the wifeft Purpofes: But
were Mankind ta execate fach 2 Law ; (fo great is
the Uncertainty of Merit, both from its natural Ob-

' feurity,
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fourity, and from the Self-conceit of each Indivi.
dual) that no determinate Rule of Condu&t would
ever refult from it ; and the total Diflolution of So-
ciety muft be the immediate Confequence. Fanatics
may fuppofe, ¢that Dominion is founded in Grase, and
that Saints alome inberét the Earth 3 but the civil
Magiftrate very juftly puts thefe fublime Theorifts
on the fame Footing with common Robbers, and
teaches them, by the fevereft Didcipline, that a Rule, -
which, in Speculation, may feeim the moft advanta-
geous to Society, may yet be found, in Pratice, to-
wlly pernicious and deftructive.

TrarT there were religious Fanatics of this kind in
England, during the civil Wars, we learn from
Hiftory ; tho’ ’tis probable, that the obvious Ten-
dency of thefe Principles excited fuch Horrour in
Mankind, as foon oblig’d the dangerous Enthufiafts
to renounce, or at leaft conceal their Tenets. Per-
haps, the Levellers, who <laim’d an equal Diftribu-
tion of Property, were a Kind of political Fanatics,
which arofe from the religious Species, and more
openly avow'd their Pretenfions, as carrying a mere
plaufible Appearance, of beiag pratticable, as well
as ufeful to human Society.

Ir muft, indced, be confeft, that Nature is fo
liberal to Mankind, that were all her Prefants equally
D  divided
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-divided amongft the Species, and improv'd by Art
and Induftry, every Individual would enjoy all the
Neceflaries, and even moft of the Comforts of Life;
mor would ever be liable to any Ills, but fuch as
might accideéntally arife from the fickly Frame and
Conttitution of -his Body. It muft alfo be confeft,
-that, wherever we depart from this Equality, we
-rob the Poor of more Satisfaftion than we add to
.the Rich, and that the flight’ Gratificadion of a fii-
volous Vanity, in one Individual, frequently cofts
_more than Bread te many Families, and even Pro-
~vinces, It may .appear withal, that the Rule of
Equality, as it would be highly #/fu/, is not alsoge-
ther impradlicalle ; but has taken Place, at leaft, in
an imperfe& Degrec, in fome Republics ; particu-
larly, that of Sparta; where it was attended, as 'tis
{aid, with the moft bencficial Confequences. Not
to mention, that the Agrarian Laws, fo frequently
claim'd in Reze, and carry’d to Execution in many
Greek Cities, proceeded, all of them, from a general
Idea of theUtility of this Principle.

But Hiftorians, and even common Senfe, may in-
form us, that, however fpecious thefe Ideas of per-
fe&t Equality may feem, they are really, at the Bot-
tom, impradicable ; and were they not fo, would be
extremely pernicious to human Society,” Render the
YoTefions of Men ever{o equal, their different De-

grecs
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grees of Art, Care, and Induftry will immediately
break that Equality. Or if you check thefe Virtues,
you reduce Society to the extremeft Indigence ; and
inflead of preventing Want and Beggary in a few,
render it unavoidable to the whole Community.
The moft rigerous Inquifition too, is requifite to
watch every Inequality on its firft Appearance ; and
the moft fevere J\:ﬂfd.i&inn, to punith and redrefs it.
But befides, that fo much Authority muft foon de-
generate into Tyranny, and be exerted with great
Partialities ; who can poffibly be poffeft of it, in
fuch a Situation as is here fuppos’d ? Perfe&t Equa-
lity of Pofleflions, deftroying all Subordination,
weakens extremely the Authority of Magiftracy, and
muft reduce all Power nearly to a Level, as well ag

Property.

WEe may conclude, therefore, that, in order to
eftablilh Laws for the Regulation of Property, we
muft he acquainted with the Nature and Situation
of Man, muft rejeft Appearances, which may be
falfe, tho’ fpecious, and muft fearch for thefe Rules,
which are, on the whole, moft »/6fk/ and bemeficial.
Vulgar Senfe and {light Experience are fafficient for
this Purpofe ; where Men give not way to too {elfifh
Avidity, or too extenfive Enthufia{m.

D= Wuo
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“Who fees not, for Inftance, that whateveris pro-
«duc’d or improv’d by a Man’s Art or Induftry ought,
for ever, to be fecur'd to him, in order to give:En-
«couragement to fuch x/efu/ Habits and Accomplifh-
_ments? That the Property ought alfo to defcend to
Children and Relations, for the fame »/zfx/ Purpofe?
That it may be alienated by Confent, in.order.to be-
get that Commerce-and -Intercourfe, which is fo be
seficial to human Society ? And that all Contraéts
_and Promifes ought carefully to be fulfill’d, ‘in order
-0 fecure -mutual Truft and Confidence, by which
‘the general Intereff of Mankind is {o much pro-
moted.?

ExamiNe the Writers on the Laws of Nature ;
:and you will always find, that, whatever Principles
Lheyfet out with, they are fure to terminate here at
Iaft, and to afign, as the ultimate Reafon for every
Rule they eftablifh, the Convenience and Neceflities
.of Mankind. A Conceflion thus extorted, in Op-
‘pofision to Syftems, has ‘more Authority, than if it
had been made, in Prefecution of them.

Waat other Reafon, indeed, could Writers ever
give, why this muft be mine and that yours ; fince
uninftruéted Nature, furely, never made any fuch
Diftinftion? Thefe Obje@s are, of themfelves,

foreign
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foreign to us; they are totally disjoin’d and feparates;
and nothing but the general Interefts of Society can~
form the Connetion.

SomeTIMES, the Interefts of Society may require -
a.Rule of. luﬁice in a particular Cafe ; but may not"
determine. any particular Rule, amongft feverab,.
which are all equally beneficial. In that Cafe, the”
flighteft: Analagies are laid hold of; in order to pres-
vent that Ihdifference and Ambiguity, which would
be the Source of perpetual Quarrels and Diffentions,.
Thus Pofleflion alone, and fieft Pofleflion, is fuppos’d

o0 convey Property, where no-body- elfe. has any.
precedent Claim and Pretenfion. Many of the
Reafonings of Lawyers are of this analogical Na- -
tare,. and depend: on-very flight Connexions of ‘the:.
Imagination.

Is it ever fcrupled, in extraordinary Cafes, to vio-
late all Regard to the private Property of Individuals,
and facrifice to public Intereft a Diftinttion, which
had been. eftablith’d for the Sake of that Intereft ?
The .Safety of the Peoplé is the fupreme.Law : All.
other particular Laws are fiibordinate to it, and de- -
pendant on it: And if; in the comsmon Courfe of
Things, they be followed and regarded ; ’tis only
becaufe the public Safety and Intereft, commonly de..
mand {0 equal and impartial an Admihiftration.

D3 Somes
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SomeTiMEs bothUtility andAnalogy fail, and leave
the Laws of Juftice in total Uncertainty. Thus,
'tis highly requifite, that Prefcription or long Pof-
feflion fhould convey Property ; but what Number
of Days or Months or Years fhould be fufficient for
that Purpofe, 'tis impoffible for Reafon alone to de-
termine. Civi/ Laws here fupply the Place of the
natural Code, and affign different Terms for Prefcrip-
tion, according to the' different Utilities, propes’d
by the Legiflater. Bills of Exchange and promiffory
Notes, by the Laws of moft Countries, prefcribe
fooner than Bonds and Mortgages, and Contrals of
a more formal Nature,

In general we may obferve, that all Queftions of
Property are fubordinate to the Autherity of civil
Laws, which extend, reftrain, modify, and alter
the Rules of natural- Juftice, according to the par-
ticular Convenience of each Community. The Laws
have, or ought to have, a conftant Reference to the
Conftitution of Government, the Manners, the Cli-
mate, the Religion, the Commerce, the Situation of
each Society. A late Author of great Genius, as
well as extenfive Learning, has profecuted this Sub-
jett at large, and has eftablifh’d, from thefe Prin-
ciples, the beft Syftem of political Knowledge, that,

perhaps,
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perhaps, has. ever yet been commaunicated to the
World *,

« WHAT

# The Author of L'Efprit des Loix. ‘This illuftrious Wiiter, .
Bowever, fets out with a different Theory, and fuppofes all Right-
to be founded on certein Rapports or Relations ;.which is a Syftenr,
thit, in my Opinion, mever will reconcile with true Philofophy.
Father Malebranche, as far as 1 can learn, was the firft, that flarted.
this abftra@ Theory of Mcrals, which was aftetwards adopted by
D, Clarke and others 5 and as it excludes all Sentiment, and prew
tends to found every Thing on Reafon, it has not wanted Followesy
in this pbilofophic Age. See Ejfay 1.and Appendix 1. With rcgard
to Juftice, 'the Virtue here treated of, the Inference againft this
Theory fecons thort and conclufive.. Property is allaw’d to be de--
pendant on civil Laws :” Civil Laws are allow’d to have no Objeét
but the Intereftof Society : This therefore muft be allow’d to be
the fole Foundation of Property and Juftice. Not to mentior;, that-
wur Obligatien itfelf to obey the Magiftrate and his Laws is founded
‘@ pothing but the Interefis of Society.

If the Idess of Juftice, fometimes, do mot follow the Difpofiti=
ons of civil Law ; we fhall find, that thefe Cafes, iaftead of Obe
je&tions, are Comfirmations of the Theory delives®d above. Where
acivil Law is fo perverfe as to crofsall the Interefls of Society, it
lofes all its Authority, and Men judge by the Ideas of natural
Juttice, whichare conformable to thofe Interefls, Sometimes allo
«ivil Laws, for ufeful Puspofes, require 8 Ceremony or Form ; and -
where that is wanting, their Decrees run contraty to.the ufual
Tenor of Juftice ; but one, who takes Advantage of fuch Chi
is not regarded a5 op houelt Man. Thus, the Intesefls of Society
require, that Contrals be fulfill’d ; and there is not a more mate-
sial Article either of natwral or civil Juftice 1 But the Omiffion-
of a trifling Circumftence will often, by Law, invalidate a Contract,.
in _fore bumano, but not in fors confeientize, as Divioes exprefs them=
felves, In thele Cafes, the Magifirate is fuppos’d only to with
D4 drawx
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WHAT is a Man’s Property ? Any Thing
which it is Iawful for him and for him alone, to ufe.
But achat Rule bave we, by avbich we can diflinguifp
vhefe Objeds.? Here we muft have Recourfe to
Statutes, Cuftoms, Precedents, Analogies, and a
hundred: other Circumftances ; feme of which are
_conftant and ipflexible, fome variable and arbitrary.
But the ultimate Point, in which they all profefledly
terminate, is, the Intereft and Happinefs of humaa
Society. Where this enters not into Confideration,
vothing can appear more whimfical, unnatural, and
even fuperftitious than all or moft of the Laws of
Juftice and of Property. '

T.HOSE, who ridicule vulgar Superftitions, and ex-
pofe the Folly of particular Regards to Meats, Days,
Places, Poftures, Apparel, have an eafy Tafk ; while
they confider all the Qualities and Relations of the
Obje&ts, and difcover no adequate Caufe for that
Affetion or Antipathy, Veneration or Horrour,
which hayve fo mighty an Influence over a con-
fiderable Part of Mankind.. A. Syriaz would have
ftarv’'d rather than tafte Pigeow; an Egyptian would

draw his Power of enforcing the Right, not to have alter’d the
Right. Where his Intention extends to the Right, and is con-
formable to the Interefls of Society ; it never fails to alter the
Right 3 a clear Proof of the Origin of Juftice and of Property, as
affign’d above.

not
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not have approach’'d Bacon : But if thefe Species of
Food be examin'd by the Senfes of Sight, Smellor -
Tafte, or ferutiniz’d by the Sciences of Chymiftryy .
Medicine, or Phyfics ; no Difference is ever found
betwixt them and any other Species, nos can that -
precife Circumftance be pitch’d on, which may afford
a juft Foundation for the religious Paffion, A Fowl
on Tharfday is lawful Food ; on Friday, abominable:
Eggs in this Houfe, and in this Diocefe are per-
mitted during Lent ; a hundred Paces farther, to eat
them is a damnable Sin.. This Earth or Building,
yefterday, was prophane ; to-day, by the mattering
of certain- Words, it .has become holy and facred.
Such Refletions, as thefe, .in the Mouth of .a Philo-
fopher, one.may fafely fay, aretoo obvious to have
any Influence ; becaufe they muft always, to every
Man, occur at firft Sight; and where they prevail .
not, of themfelves, they are firely obftruGted By )
Education, Prejudice and Paffion, not by Ignorance .
or Miftake.

I ‘may appear, to a careléfs' View ; orrather, 2
too abftraCted Refleion ; that there enters a like
Superftition into all the Regards of Juftice ;- and that,
if ‘a- Man fubjets its Objecs; or what we callPro.
perty; to the fameScrutiny of. Sénfe and Science, he
will not, by the moft accurate Enquiry, find
any Foundation for the Difference made by moral

D ;. Senti»
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‘ Senmmnt I may lawfully nourifh myfelf from this
‘ Tree ; but the Fruit of another of the fame Species,
ten Paces off, ’tis criminal for me to touch. Had I
‘ worethJsApparef an Hour agh, I had merited the
fevereft Punithment ; but 2 Man, by pronouncing a
few magical Syllables, has now render'd it fit for my
Ufe and Service. Were this Houfe plac'd in the
neighbouring Territory, # had been immoral for me
todwell in it ; but being built on this Side the River,
g it is fubjet to.a different municipal Law, and I incar

/%LM
AP ;

no Blame or Cenfure. ‘The fame Species of Reafon-
ing, it may be thought, which fo fuccefsfully expofes
. Superftition, is alfo applicable te Juftice ; nor is it
~ ¢ poflible, in- the one Cafe more than in the other, to

point out, in the Qbje&, that precife Quality or Cir-
é\ cumiftance, which is the Foundation of the Sentiment..

TBUT_ there is this material Difference betwixt
\‘ uperfiition and Fuflice, that: the former is frivolous,

™

M

. h : —

ufelefs, and barthenfome ; the latter is abfolately re-
quifite to the Well-being of Mankind and Exiftence
& of Society. When we abftraét from this Circum-
ftance (for ’tis tooapparent everto be overlookt) it
muft be confeft, that all Regards to Right and Pro-
perty, feem entirely withont Foundation, as much as
the grofleft and moft vuigar Superftition. Were the
Interefts of Society no way concem’d, 'tié a3 unis-

e o— B
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} telhgxble, why another’s artxcnlatmg certain Sounds,
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implying Confent, fhould $ange the Nature of. my
A&ions with regard to a particular Obje&, as why-
the reciting of a Liturgy by a Prieft, in a certain
Habit and Pofture, fhould dedicate a Heap of Brick
and Timber, and renderit, thenceforth and for ever,.
facred *

THESE.

® *Tis evident, that the Will or Confent alone never transfers
Property, nor caufes the Obligation of a Promife (for the fame
Reifoning extends to both) but the will muft be expreft by Words os.
Sigos, in arder to impofe a Tye vpon any Man, The Expreflion,
being once brought in as fubfervient to the Will, foon becomes the
principal Part of the Promife ; nor will 2 Man be lefs bound by his.
Ward, tho’ he fecretly give a different Diretion to his Intention,
anrd with-hold the Affant of his Mind,. But tho® thie Expreffien
makes, on m:ft Occalions,. the whole of the Promife, yet it does
not always {0 ; snd one, who (hould make ufe of any Expreflion,..
of which he knows not the Meaning, and which he ufes wichoat
any Senfe of the Coafequences, would not certainly be beund by ic.
Nay, tho’ he know its Meaning, yet if be-ufes it in Jeft only,
and with fuch Signs as fhew evidently, he-has no ferious Intention
of binding himiElf, be would not lic under- any Obligation of Per-
formance 5 but 'tis neceffary, that the Words be a pesfeét Expref.
fion of the Will, without any contrary Signs. Nay, even this
we muft not carry fo far as to imagine, that one, whom,. by our
Quicknefs of Usdecfianding, we- conjeCture, from certaio-Sigos,
to have an Intention of decciving us, is not bownd by his Ex-.
preflion or verbal Promife, if we secept of it ;. but ‘muft limit this
Conclufion to thofe Cafes, where the Signsare of a,diferent Nature
from thafe of Deceit, All thole Contradictions are eafily accounted:
far, if Juftice arifes entirely from its Ufefuloefs to Seciety'; buc:
will never be.cq:lam’d on my other Hypotheﬁs.

¢
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Tuese Refletions are far ffom weakening the Ob-
ligations of Juftice, or diminithing: any Thing from
the moft facred Attention to Property. On-the con-
trary, fuch Sentiments muft acquire- new Force from
the prefent Reafoning. Forwhat ftronger Founda-
tion can be-defir'd or conceiv'd for any Duty than to-
' obferve, that human Society, or even human Natare
could not ﬁibﬁh, without the Eftablifhment.of it; and
will’ ftill arrive at greater Degrees of Happinefs and
Perfoction, the more inviolable the Regard is, which
is pay'd'to that Duty ?
*T1s remarkable, that the moral Decifions of the Fefus¢3and

other relax'd Cafuifts, were commonly form’d in Profecution of
fome (uch Subtilities of Reafoning as are here pointed at, and pro-

p ceeded as much from the Habit of- fcholaftic Refinement as from

(

/

any Corrraption of the Heast, if we may follow the Authority of
Moafr, Bayls. See his Didtionary, Article Lopols;, And why
has the Indignation of Mankind rofe fo ftrong againft thefe Cafuifis;
but becaufe every one perceiv'd, that human Seciety-could not feb-
£ift were fuch Praftices authoriz’d, and that Morals muft aleays be
handled with:a: View te pablic Iaterelf, more than philofophical

Regularity ?-  If the fecret Direftion of the Intention, faid every

Minof Senfe, could invalidate a Contra 3 where is our Security-?
And yet 2 metaphyfical Schoolman might think, that-where an Ia-

teation wes foppes’d to be requifite, if that Intention really had not
Place, no-Coﬁquence ought t6 follow, and no Gbligatien be im,

pos’d. Fhe cafuiftical - Subtilities may not be greater than the Sub-
tilities of Lawyers; hinted at-above ; but-as the formerare peraicious,

and the latter jnnocent and even neceffary; this isthe Reafon of the

very different Reception they. meet with from the World, .

1 Tuus
»
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Tuus we feem, upon the Whole, to have attain’d
2 Knowledge of the Force of that Principle here in-
fited on, and can determine what Degree of Efteem
or moral Approbation may refult from Refleftions on
public Intereft and Utility, The Neceflity of Juftice
to the Support of Society is the S O L E Foundatios
of ‘that Virtue; and fince no moral Excellence is
more highly efteem’d, we may conclude, that this
Circumftance of Ulfefulnefs has, in general, the
frongeft Energy, and moft entire Command over our
Sentiments. It muft, therefore, be the Source of a2
confiderable Part of the Merit, afcrib’d to Humanity,
Benevolence, Friendfhip, public Spirit, and other.
focial Virtues of that Stamp; as it is the SOLE
Source of the moral Approbation pay’d to Fidelity,
Juftice, Veracity, Integrity, and thofe other eftimable
and ufeful Qualities and Principles. ’Tis entirely
agreeable to the Rules of Philofophy, and even of
common Reafon; where any Principle has been found
to have a great Force and Energy in one Inftance,
to afcribs to it a like Energy in all fimilar Inftances *-

@ This is Sir Ifaac Newrtes’s fecond Rule of philofophizinge
Principia, Lib, 3

SECT.
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SECTION 1V,

Of PoriTicAL SocIzTY.

LT A D every Man fufficient Sagacity to perceive,

at all Times, the firong Intéreft, which binds
him to the Obfervance of Juftice and Equity, and
Strength of Mind fufficient to peifevere in a fleady
Adkerence to a general and a diftant Intereft, in Op-
pofiion to the AHurenients of piefent Pleafure and
Advantage < There had never, in that Cafe, been
any fuch Thing 29 Governinent or politicil Soclety,
but each Man following his natural Liberty, had
Iivid in entire Peace and Harmony with all others.
What Need of pofitive Laws, where natural Juftice
is, of itfelf, a fufficient Reftraint? Why create
Magiftrates, where there never arifes any Diforder
or Iniquity ? Why abridge: eur native Freedom,
when, in évery Inflance, the utmoft Exertion of itis
found innocent and beneficial ? *Tis. evident, that, if”
Government were totally ufelefs, it never could have
Place; and that the § © L E Foundation of the

i Duty
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Duty of ALLEGIANCE is the Advantage
which it procures to Society, by preferving Peace.and
Order amongft Mankind.

Wasxn a Number of political Societies are ere&ted,
and maintain 2 great Entescourfe together, a new Set
of Rules are immediately difcover’d to be uffil in
that particular Sitaation ; and accordingly: take place,
under the Title of LAWS of NATIONS:
Of this Kind are, the Sacrednefs of the Perfons of
Ambaffadors, abftaining from poifon’d Arms, Quar-

M 3 ol .
ter in War, with others of thatm; which are
plainly calculated for the Advantage of States and
Kingdoms, in their Entercourfe with each other.

Tug Rules of Juftice, fuch as prevail amongtt
Individuals, are not altogether fufpended amongf
political Societies.  All. Princes: pretend 'a Regard to
the Rights of others'; and fome, no doubt, without

Hypocrify. Alliances and Treaties are every Day

made betwixt independent States, which would only

- be fo much Wafte of Parchment, if they were not

found, by Experience, to have fome Influence and
Authority.., But here is the Difference betwixt King-
doms and Individuals. Human Nature .cannot, by
any Means,. fubfift, without the Afiociation of Indi-
viduals ;, and that Aflociation never could have
Place, were.na Regard pay’d to the Eaws of Equity

8 : and
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and Juftice. Diforder, Confufion, the War of All
againft All are the neceffary Confequences of fuch a
licentious Condu&®. But Nations can flourith with~
out Entercourfe. They may even fubfift, in fome
Degree, under a general War, The Obfervance of
Juftice; tho’ ufeful among them, is not guarded by
fo ftrong a Neceflity as among Individuals ; and the
moral Obligation holds Proportion with the Ufefulncfs.
All Politicians will allow, and- moft Philofopherss
that REASONS of STATE may, in parti-
cular Emergencies, difpence with the Rules of Juftice,
and invalidate any Treaty or Alliance, where the
ftrit Obfervance of it would be prejudicial; in a
confiderable Degree, to either of the contratting
Parties. But nothing lefs than the extremeft Neceflity,
’tis confeft, can juftify Individuals in a Breach of
Promife, or an Invafion of the Properties of others. -

. In a confederated Commonwealth, fuch as the
‘Achzan Republic of old, or the Sawif Cantons and
United Provinces in modern Times ; as the League
has here a peculiar Urikty, the Conditions of Unida, ~
have a peculiar Sacrednefs and Authority, and 2’
Violation of them would be’ equally criminal, or
even more criminal, than any private Injury or In-
juftice,

THE
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* The long and helplefs Infancy of Man requires
the Combination of Parents for the Subfiftance of
their Young ; and that Combination requires the
V¥irtue of CHA ST I T Y or Fidelity to the Mar-
riage-bed.  Without fuch an Urility, “twill readily
be own’d, fuch a Virtue would never havé been
thought of *
— :

An Infidelity of this Nature is _much more per-
micions in Women than in Mex. Hence the Laws of
Chattity are much ftricter over the ore Sex than over
the other +.

Thosy

® The only Solution, which Plato gives to all the Objeétions,
that might be rais’d againft the Community of Women, eftablith’d
in his imaginary Common-wealth, is, KaAniga yag 8 ruro mar
Agytras nas NSASSsTSS, 0T To (EY wdENioy xahev. To &8 Sha-
Csgor airyeor.  Scite enim iffud & dicitur & dicetnr, Id quod utile
St bongflumeffe, gquod autem inutile fit turpe effe. De Rsp. Lib. 5.
P. 457. Exedit. Serr, And this Maxim will admit of no Doubt,
where public Utility is contem'd ; which is Plare’s Meanings
And indeed te what other Purpefa do all the Ideas of Chaftity and
Modefly ferve ?  Niff utile eff qued facimus, frufira eff gloria, fays
Pbadrus, Ralov vaw BraCepay edvy, fays Plutarch de witiofo pu-
dore, Nihil eorum quz demnofa funt, pulchrum eft. The fame
was the Opinion of the Stoies. acw wv o Trwine: ayadey suvas.
PEALaY 1 OB ETEEY WPIAInG, WPEAEY Sy ASYOVTES THY aQETA.
as 7 oruduiay wpagwv. Sext, Emp, Lib, 3. Cap. 20,

+ Tuzxse Rules have all a Reference to Generation ; and yet
Women paft Child-bearing are no more fuppos’d to beexempted

- from them than thofeshsin the Flowér of their Youth and Beauty.

Geseral
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Trose who live in the fame Family have fo many
Opportunities of Licences of this Kind, that nothing
could preferve Purity of Manners, were Marriage
allow’d amongft the neareft Relations, or any Inter-
courfe of Love betwixt them raify’d by Law and
Cuftom. INCEST, therefore, being pernicions
in a fuperior Degree, has alfo a fuperior Turpitude
and mosal Deformity, annex'd to i,

Whar is the Reafon, why, by the Greek Laws, ( !
one might marry a Halffifter by the Father, butnot
by the Mother ?  Plainly this. The Manners of the
Greeks were fo referv'd, that @ Man was never per-

General Rules are often extended beyond the Principle, whence /[
they firft arife ; and this in all Matters of Tafte and Sentiment, :
*Tis a vulgar Stary atParis, that during the Rage of the Miffiffippl,

a hump-back’d Fellow went every Day into the RuZ de Quincem-

poix, where the Stock-jobbers met in great Crowds, and wag

well pay’d for allowing them to make ufe of his Hump as a Detk,

in order to fign their Contrals upon it, Would the Fortune he
rais’d by this Invention make him a handfome Fellow ; tho® it

be confeft, that perfonal Beauty arifes very much from Ideas of
Utility ? ‘The Imagination is influenced by Affociations of Ideas ;
which, tho' they arife, at firft, from the Judgment, are not
eafily alter’d by every particular Exceptien, that occurs to us,

To which we may add, in the prefent Cafe of Chaftity, that the
Bxample of the Old would be pernicious to the Young § and thit
Women contisually thinking, that a certain Time would being
them the Liberty of Indulgence, weuld naturally advance that
Period, and think more lightly of this whole Duty, fo requifite

to Society.
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mitted to approach the Women’s Apartment even in
the fame Family, unlefs where he vifited his own
Mother. His Step-mother and her Children were as
much fhut up from him as the Women of any other
Fgmily, and there was as little Danger of any crimi-
Intercourfe betwixt them : Uncles and Nieces,
for a like Reafon, might marry at Atbews ; but neither
thefe nor Half-brothers and Sifters could contraét that
Alliance at Rome, where the Intercourfe was more
open betwixt the Sexes. Public Utility is the Caufe
of all thefe Variations.

To repeat, to 2 Man’s Prejudice, any Thing that
efcap’d him in private Converfation, or to'make any
fuch Ufe of his private Letters, is highly blam'd.
‘The free and {ocial Intercourfe of Minds muft be ex-
tremely checkt, where no fuch Rules of deehty are
eftablifh'd.

Evew in repeating Stories, whence we can fee no
ill Confequences to refult, the giving one’s Authors is

! regarded as a Piece.of Indifcretion, -if not of Immo-

rality. Thefe Stories, in pafling from Hand to Hand,

_and receiving all the ufull Varations, frequently
come about to the Perfons concern'd, and produce
Animofities and Quarrels among People, whofe
Intentions are the moft innocent and inoffenfive.
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“T'o pry into Secrets, to open or even read the
Letters of others, to play the Spy upon their Words
and Looks and A&ions : What Habits more incon-
venient in Society > What Habits, of confequence,
more blameable ? .

" T'uis Principle is alfo the Foundation of moft of
the Laws of Good-manners; a Kind of leflfer Mora- -
lity calculated for the Eafe of Company and Con- (
verfation, Too much or too little Ceremony are
both blam’d, and every Thing, that promotes Eafe,
without an indecent Familiarity, is ufeful and faud-
able.

" Constancy in Friendfhips, Attachments, and Fa-
miliarities is commonily very laudable, and is requifite
to fupport Truft and good Correfpondence in Society.
But in Places of general, tho’ cafual Concourfe,
where Health and Pleafure bring People promif-
cuoufly together, public Conveniency has difpens’d
with this Maxim ; and Cuftom there promotes an
unreferv’d Converfation for the Time, -by indulging
the Privilege of dropping afterwards every indifferent
Acquaintance, without Breach of Civility or Good-
manners.

Evin
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Evex in Societies, that are eftablifh’d on Principles
the moft immoral, and the moft deftrutive to the
Interefts of the general Society, there are requir'd
certain Rules and Maxims, which a Species of falfe
Honour, as well as private Intereft, engages the
Members to obferve. Robbers and Pyrates, it has
often been remark’d, could not maintain their per-

" nicious Confederacy, did they not eftablilh a new
diftributive: Juftice amongft. themfelves, and recall
thofe- Laws of . Equity, which they have violated
with the reft of Mankind.

I nate a drinking Companion, fays the Greek Pro-
verb, who never forgets. The Follies of the lat
Debauch fhould be buried in eternal Oblivion, in
orderto give full Scope to the Follies of the next.

AmoncsT Nations, where an immoral Gallantry,
if cover’d with a thin Veil of Myftery, is, in fome
Degree, authoriz’d by Cuftom, there immediately
arife a Set of Rules, calculated for the Conveniency
of that Attachment. The famous Court or Parlja-
ment of Love in Provence decided formally all dif-
ficult Cafes of this Nature.

In Societies for Play, there are Laws requir'd for
thé Conduét of the Game, and thefe Laws are dif-

ferent
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ferent in each Game. ‘The Foundation, I own, of
fuch Societies is frivolous ; and the Laws are, in a
great Meafure, tho' not altogether, capricious and
arbitrary. So far is there a material Difference be-
twixt them and the Rules of Juftice, Fidelity and
Loyalty. The general Societies of Men a:eabfo«
lutely requifite for the Subfiftence of the Speciesy
and the public Conveniency, which regulates Morals,
is inviolably eftablifh’d in the Nature of Man, and of
the. World, in which he lives. The Comparifon,
therefore, in thefe Refpedts, is very imperfe@t. We
may only learn from it the Neceflity of Rules, where-
ever Men have any Intercourfe with each other.

THEY cannot even pafs each other onthe Road
without Rules. Waggoners, Coachmen, and Pofti-

"

lions have Principles, by which they give way ; and
thefe are chiefly founded on mutual Eafe and Con-
venience. Sometimes alfo they are arbitrary, or ag
beft dependant on 2 Kind of capricious Analogy,
like many of the Reafonings of Lawyers *.

# That the lighter Machine yields to the heavier, and in Ma<
chines of the fame Kind, that the empty yield to the loaded
this Rule is founded on Convenience. That thofe whoare going
to the Capital tske place of thofe who arecoming from it ; this
feems to be founded on fome Idea of the Dignity of the great
City, and of the Preference of the future to the paft. From like
Reafons amongft Foot-walkers, the Right-hand entitlesa Man to
the Wall, and prevents joftling, which peaceable People find very
difagrecable and inconvenieat, T

0
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T'o carry the Matter farther, we may obferve, that
*tis impoffible for Men fo much as to murther each
other without Statutes and Maxims, and an Idea of
Juftice and Honour, War has its Laws as well
as Peace ; and even that fportive Kind of War carried
on amongft Wrefllers, Boxers, Cudgel-players
Gladiators, is fupported by fixt Principles and Regu-
lations. Common Intereft and Utility beggt infallibly
a Standard of Right and Wrong amongf the Parties
concern’d.

SECTION
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SECTIQON V.

Why UtirLiTy pleafes

-PART L

T feems {o natural a Thought to afcribe to their
Utility the Praife which we beftow on the focial
Virtues, that one would expett to meet with this
Principle every-where in moral Writers, as the chief
Foundation of their Reafoning and Inquiry. In
common Life, we may obferve, that the Circumftance
of Utility is always appeal’d to ;- nor is it fuppos’d,
that a greater Elogy can be given to any Man, than
to difplay his Ufefulnefs to the Public, and enumerate
the Services he has perform’d to Mankind and Society.
What Praife, even of an inanimate Form, if the
Regularity and Elegance of its Parts deftroy not its
Fitnefs for any ufeful Purpofe! And how fatis-
factory an Apology for any Difproportion or feeming
Deformxty, if we can fhow the Neceflity of that
E pasticular
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particular Conftrution for the Ufe intended! A
Ship appears infinitzly more beautiful to an Artift,
or one moderately fkill'd in Navigation ; where its
Prow is wide and fwelling beyond its Poop, than if it
were fram’d with a precife geometrical Regularity,
in Contradittion to all the Laws of Mechanics. A
Building, whofe Doors and Windows were exalt
Squares, would hurt the Eye by that very Proportion ;
as ill adapted to the human Figure, for whofe Service
the Fabric was intended What Wonder then, that
a Man, whofe Habits and Condut are hurtful to
Society, and dangerous or pernicious to every one,
that has an Intercourfe with him, fhould, on that
Account, be an Objeé& of Difapprobation, and com-
municate to every Speftator the fiongeft Sentiments
of Diguft and Hatred * ?

‘Bur,

% We ought not to imsgine, becaufe an inanimate Objeét
may be ufeful as well as a Man, that therefore it ovght ilfo,
according to this Syftem, to merit the Appellation -of wirtuoxs.
The Sentiments, excited by Utility, are, in the two Cafes, very
different ; and the one is mixt with Affection, Efteem, Appro-
bation, &’c. and not the other. In like Manner, an inanimate
Obje& may have good Culour and Proportions as well as 2 human
Figure. But can we ever be in Love with the former > There
are a numerous Set of Paffions and Sentiments, of which think. .
ing rational Beings are, by the original Conftitution of Nature,
the only proper Objeéts 1 Aod tho’ the very fame Qualities be
transferr’d to an infenfible, inanimate Being, they will not excits

¢
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Bur perhaps the Difficulty of accounting for thefe
Effe@ts of Ufefulnefs, or its contrary, has kept Philo-
fophers from admitting them into their Syftems of
Ethics, and has induc’'d them rather to employ any
other Principle, in explaining the Origin of moral
Good and Evil. But 'tis no juft Reafon for rejetting
any Principle, confirm'd by Experience, that we can
give no fatisfaltory Account of its Origin, nor are
able to refolve it into other more general Principles.
And if we would employ a little "Thought on the
‘prefent Subje@, we need be at no Lofs to account for
the Influence of Utility, and to deduce it from Prin-
ciples, the moft known and avow'd in human Na-
ture.

the fame Senti The beneficial Qualities of Herbs and Mi-
nerals are, indeed, fometimes call’d their P7rtaes ; but this is an
Effect of the Caprice of Language, which ought not to be
regarded in Reafoning. For tho’ there be a Species of Approba-
tion, attending even inanimate Objells, when beneficial, yet this
Sentiment is fo weak, and fo differeat from what is direted to
beneficent Magiftrates or Statefmen, that they ought not to be
rank’d undcr the fame Clafs or AppeHation.

A very fmall Variation of the Objec, even where the fame
Qualities are preferv’d, will defiroy a Sentiment. Thus ; the
fame Beauty, transferr’d to a different Sex, excites no amorous
Paflion, where Nature is aot extremely perverted,

E 2 Frou
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From the apparent Ulefulnefs of the focial Virtues,
it has readily been inferr’d by Sceptics, both antient
and modern, that all moral Diftin@ions arife from
Education, and were, at firft, invented, and after-
wards encourag’d, by the Arts of Politicians, in order
to render Men tratable, and fubdue their natural
Ferocity and Selfithnefs, which incapacitated them
for Society. 'This Principle, indecd, of Precept and
Education muft be fo far own'd to have'a powerful
Influence, that it may frequently encreafe or dimi-
nifh, beyond their natural Standard, the Sentiments
of Approbation or Diflike ; and may even, in par-
ticular Inftances, create, without any natural Prin.
ciple, a new-Sentiment of this Kind ; as is evident
in all fuperftitious Pradtices and Obfervances: Bat
that 4// moral Affetion or Diflike arifes from this
Origin will never furcly be allow’d by any judicious
Enquirer. Had Nature made no fuch Diftin&ion,
founded on the original Frame and Conttitution of
the Mind, the Words, boncurable and foameful, lovely
and odious, noble and defpicable, never had had place
in any Language; nor could Politicians, had they
invented thefe Terms, ever have been able to render
them intelligible, or make them convey any Idea to
the Audience. So that nothing can be more fuper-
ficial than this Paradox of the Sceptics ; and “twere
well, if, in the abftrufer Studies of Logics and Me-

taphyfics,
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taphyfics, we could as eafily get rid of the Cavils of
that Se&, as in the more prattical and intelligible
Sciences of Politics and Morals.

Tae focial Virtues muft, therefore, be allow'd to
have a natural Beauty and Amiablenefs, which, at
firft, antecedent to all Precept or Education, recom-
mends them to the Efteem of uninftru&ted Mankind,
and engages their AffeCtions. And as the Utility of
thefe Virtues is the chief Circumftance, whence they
derive their Merit, it follows, that the End, which
they have a Tendency to promote, mult be fome
way agreeable to us, and take hold of fome natural
Affection. It muft pleafe, either from Confiderations

of Self-intereft, or from more generous Motives and
Regards.

It has often been afferted, that, as every Man has
a firong Connexion with Society, and perceives the
Impofiibility of his folitary Subfiftence, he becomes,
on that Account, favourable to all thofe Habits or
Principles, which promote Order in Society, and en-
fure to him the quiet Poffeflion of fo ineftimable a
Blefling. As much as we value our own Happinef(s
and Welfare, as mach muft we value the Pradtice of
Juftice and Humanity, by which alone the focial
Confederacy can be maintain’d, and every Man reap
the Fruits of mutual Protettion and Afliftance.

E 3 Tuis
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}-»Tuxs Deduttion of Morals from\Silf-Iovc or a
Regard to private Intereft, is a vary obvious Thought,
and has not arifen altogether from the wanton Sallies
and fportive Affaults of the Sceptics. To mention
no others, Po/jlius, one of the graveft, and moft

. judicious, as well as moft moral Writers of Antiquitys

has afflign'd this felfifh Origin to all our Sentiments of
Virtue *. But tho’ the folid, prattical Senfe of that
Author, and his Averfion to all vain Subtilties render
bis Aathority an the prefent Subje& very confider-
able ; yet this is not an Affair to be decided by Au-

thority ; and the Voice of Nature and Experience .

feems plainly to oppofe the felfith Theory.

"WE frequently befow Praifes on virtuous Ations X

perforin’d in very diftant Ages and rm

where the utmoft Subtilty of Imagination would nog
difcover any Appearance of Self-intereft, «or find any

® Undutifulnefs to Parents, is difapprov’d of by Mankind,
Bo0puAIYS TO JEARGY, RNai sulhopsloping oTs T WagawAnesen
txacois auTey suyxupness.  Ingratitude for a like Reafon (tho®
he feems there to mix a more generous Regard) ovrayavaxrevrag

v Te wokag, avadiporra; ¥ avreg To wagawAnows. of ap

varoyiiTas Ti Evis wagixece T¢ Radmueyrec drapies xag
Sewpeag. Lib. 6, Cap. 4. Perhaps the Hiftorian only meant,
that our Sympathy and Humanity was more enlivened, by our
confidering the Similarity of our Cafe with that of ther‘on!
fuffering ; which is 2 jult Sentiment,

-~ _,‘/M Z —
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Connexion of our prefent Happinefs and Security
with Events fo widely feparated from us.

A generous, a brave, a noble Deed, perform’d by
an Adverfary, commands our Approbation ; while
in its Confequences it may be acknowledged preju-
dicial to our particular Interefts.

WherE private Advantage concurs with general
Affettion for Virtue, we readily perceive and avow
the Mixture of thefe diftin¢t Sentiments, which have
a very different Feeling and Influence on the Mind,
We praife, perhaps, with more Alacrity, where the
generous, humane A&ion contributes to our particu-
lar Intereft : But the Topics of Praife we infift on
are very wide of this Circumftance. And we may
attempt to bring over others to our Sentiments, with-
out endeavouring to convince them, that they reap
any Advantage from the Ations, which we recom-
mend to their Approbation and Applaufe.

Frame the Model of a praife-worthy Charater,
confiting of all the moft amiable moral Virtues:
Give Inftances, in which thefe difplay themfelves,
aftcr an eminent and extraordinary Manner: You
readily engage the Efteem and Approbation of all ©
" your Audience, who never fo much as enquir'd in
what Age and Country the Perfon livd, who poffeft

E 4 thefe
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thefe noble Qualities : A Circumftance, howevers
of all others, the moft material to Self-love, or a
Concern for our own individual Happinefs.

Once on a Time, a Statefmen, in the Shock and
Concurrence of Parties, prevail'd {o far as to procure,
by his Eloquence, the Banifhment of an able Adver-
fary ; whom he fecretly follow’d, offering him
A Money for his Support during his Exile, and footh-

ing him with Topics of Confolation on his Misfor-
} tpnes. Alas! cries the banifh’d Statefman, awith
4 ‘wlmt Regret muft 1leave my Friends in this Gity, awbere
Qé even Enemies are fo gemerous! Virtue, tho’ in an
S \Enemy, here pleas’d him : And we alfo give it the
( : / juft Tribute of Praife and Approbation ;- nor do we

retra® thefe Sentiments; when we hear, that the
§ A&xon patt at Athens, about two thoufand Years ago,
Q and that the Perfons Names were Efchines and De-

mofihenes.
/ WHAT is that to me ? ‘There are few Occafions,
/ when this Queftion is not pertinent : And had it that
,- univerfal, infallible Influence fuppos'd, it would turn
into Ridicule every Compofition, and almoft every
Converfation, which contain any Praife or Cenfure
of Men and Manners,

- Lo tbene Loa /&wm
:&4_'_- i M&” //‘_A.( a_.
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"T1s but a weak Subterfuge, when prefs'd by thefe
Fafts and Arguments, to fay, thatwe tranfport our-
felves, by the Force of Imagination, into diftant
Ages and Countries, and confider the Advantage,
which we fhould have reapt from thefe Chara&ters,:
had we been Contemporaries, and had any Commerce
with the Perfons. *Tlis not conceivable, how a real
Sentiment. or Paffion can ever arife from a known
imaginary Intereft ; efpecially when our req/ Intereft
is ftill kept in View, and is often acknowledg'd to
be entirely diftiné& from the imaginary, and even
fmetimes oppofite to it.

A Man, brought to the Brink of a Precipice;
eannot look down without trembling ; and the Sen-
timent of imaginary Danger a&uates him, in Oppo-

fition to the Opinion and Belief of rea/Safety. But '

the Imagination is here aflifted by the Prefence of a
friking Objeét ; and yet prevails not, except it be
alfo aided by Novelty, and the unufual Appearance
of the Obje&t. Cuftom foon reconciles us to Heights
and Precipices, and wears off thefe falfe and delufive
Terrors. The Reverfe is obfervable in the Eftimates
we form of Charaters and Manners ; and the more
we habituate ourfelves to an accurate Scrutiny of

the moral Species, the more delicate Feeling do we-

acquire of the moft nunute D:Ihn&xom betwixt Vice
W ; o AJ ¢
, /
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and Virtue. Such frequent Occafion, indeed, have -
we, in common Life, to pronounce all Kinds of
moral Determinations, that no Obje& of this Kind
can be new or unufual to us; nor could any fale
Views or Prepoffeflions maintain their Ground againft
an Experience, fo common and familiar. Experi-
ence and Cuftom being chiefly what form the Af-
fociations of Ideas, 'tis impoffible, that any Affoci-
ation could eftablifh and fupport itfelf, in diret Op-

pofition to thefe Principles.

UseruLness is agreeable, and engages our Ap-.
probation. This is a Matter of Fa&, confirm’d by
daily Obfervation. But, uf¢fu/? For what? For
fome Body’s Intereft, furely. Whofe Intereft then ?
Not our own only : For our Approbation frequently
extends farther. It muft, therefore, be the Intereft

_~of thofe, who are ferv'd by the Charatter or A&tion

approv'd of ; and then we may conclude, however
remote, are not totally indifferent to us. By open-
ing up this Principle, we fhall difcover the great
Secret of moral Diftintions.

Ay s & atinte P
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PART I

QCELF-LOVEis a Principle in human Na.

ture of fuch gxtenﬁve Energy, and the Intereft

of each Individual is, in general, fo clofely con-

pefted with that of Community, that thofe Philofo-
phers were excufable, who fancy’d, that all our

Concern for the Public might, perhaps, be refolv’d

‘into a Concern for our own Happinefs and Prefer-
vation. They faw, every Moment, Inftances of Ap-

‘probation or Blame, Satisfattion or Difpleafure to-
wards Chara&ers and A&ions; they denominated the
Objets of thefe Sentiments, Firtues or Vices ; they

obferv’d, that the former had a Tendency to en:

creafe the Happinefs, and the latter the Mifery of

Society ; they afk’d, if it was poflible we could have

any general Concern for Society, or any difinterefted

Refentment of the Welfare or Injury of others ;

they found it fimpler to confider all thefe Seritiments

as Modifications of Self-love ; and they difcover'd

a Pretext, at leaft, for this Unity of Principle, in

that clofe Union of Intereft, which is {fo obfervable

betwixt the Public and each Individual.

BuTt notwithftanding this frequent Confifion of
Interefts, ‘tis eafy to attain what natural Philofo--
phers, after my Lord Bacon, have affected to call

A AR
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the Experimentum crucis, or that Experiment, whick
points out the Way we fhould follow, in any Doubt
or Ambiguity. We have found Inftances, wherein
private Intereft was feparate from public ; wherein
it was even contrary : And yet we obferv'd the
moral Sentiment to continue, notwithftanding this
Disjun&ion of Interefts. And wherever thefe diffinét
Interefts fenfibly concur'd, we always found afen-
fible Encreafe of the Sentiment, and a more warm.
Affe@ion to Virtue, and Deteftation of Vice, or what
we properly call, Gratitude and Revenge. Cempell’d
by thefe Inftances, we muft renounce the Theory,
which accounts for every moral Sentiment by the
Principle of Self-love. We muft adopt 2 more pub-
lic Affetion, and allow, that the Interefts of Society
are not, even on their own Account, altogether indif-
ferent to us. Ufefulnefs is only a Tendency to a cer-,
tain End; and 'tis a Contradittion inTerms, that any
~Thing pléafcs as Means to an End, where the End
itfelf does no way affe® us. If therefore Ufefulnefs
be a Source of moral Sentiment, and if this Ufeful-
nefs be not always cenfider'd with a Reference to
Self ; it follows, that every Thing, which contri.
butes to the Happinefs of Society, recommends it-
felf dire@ly to our Approbation and Good-will,
Here is a, Principle, which accounts, in great Part,
for the Origin of Morality: And what need we feek
: for
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for abftrufe and remote Syftems, when there occurs
one fo obvious and natural * ¢

Have we any Difficulty to comprehend the Force
of Humanity and Benevolence? Or to conceive,
that the very Afpeét of Happinefs, Joy, Profperity,
gives Pleafure ; that of Pain, Sufferance, Sorrow,
communicates Uneafinefs? The human Countenance,
fays Horace +, borrows Smiles or Tears from the
human Countenance. Reduce a Perfon to Solitude,
and he lofes all Enjoyment, except merely of the
fpeculative Kind ; and that becaufe the Movements
of his Heart are not forwarded by correfpondent

* °Tis ncedlefs to pufh our Relearches fo far as toatk; why
we have Humanity or a Fellow-feeling witht others. *Tis fuffi-
eient, that this is experiene’d to be s Principle in human Naa
ture. We muft flop fomewhere in our Examination of Caufes 5

* and there are, in every Science, fome general Principles, beyond
which we camnot hope te find any Principle more general. Non
Man is abfolutely indifferent to the Happinefs and Mifery of

_others. The firft has a natural Tendency to give Pleafure ; the
fecond, Pain. - This every one may find in himfelf, Itisnot
probable, that thefe Principles can be refolv’d into Principles .
more fimple and univerfal , whateverAttempts may have been made
to that Purpofe. But if it were poffible, it belongs not to the
prefent Subjedt ; and we may here fafely confider thefe Principl
as original : Happy, if we can render all the Confequences fuﬁ-
ciently plain and perfpicuous.

4 Uti ridentibus arrident, ita flentibus adflent
Humani vultus, Hogz.

Move-
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Movements”in his Fellow-creatures. The Signsof
_Sorrow and Mourning, tho’ arbxtrary, affe@ us with
Melancholy ; but the matural Symptoms, Tears,
and Cries, and Groans, never fail to infufe Com-
- paffion and Uneafinefs. And if the Effeéts of Mifery
. touch us in fo lively 2 Manner ; can we be fuppos'd
altogether infenfible or indifferent towards its Caufes ;
when a malicious or treacherous Charatter and Be-
haviour is prefented to us 2

Wge enter, L fhall fuppofe, into a convenient,
warm, well-contrivid Apartment : We neceffarily
receive a Pleafure from its very Survey ; becaufe it
prefents us with the pleafing Ieas of Eafe, Satis-
fattion, and Enjoyment. The hofpitable, good-
humour’d, humane Landlord appears. This Cir-
ftance furely muft embellith the whole ; nor can we
eafily forbear refleting, with Pleafure, on the Satis-
faction and Enjoyment, which refults to every ene.
from his Intercourfe and Good-offices.

His whole Family, by the Freedom, Eafe,
Confidence, and calm Satisfaction, diffus'd over
their Countenances, fufficiently exprefs their Hap-
pinefs. I have a pleafing Sympathy in the Profpe&.
of fo much Joy, and can never confider the Source:
of it, without the moft agrecable Emotions.

Hx
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He tells me, that an oppreflive and powerful
Neighbour had attempted to difpoffefs him of his
Inheritance, and had long difturb’d all his innocent
and focial Enjoyments. I feel an immediate Indig-
nation arife in me againft fuch Violence and Injury.

N

Bur ’tis no Wonder, he adds, that a private
Wrong fhould proceed from a Man, who had en-
flav’d Provinces, depopulated Cities, and made the
Field and Scaffold fiream with human Blood. I am
firuck with Horror at the Profpe& of fo much
Mifery, and am altuated by the th'ongeﬁ Antipathy
againtt its Author

In general, 'tis certain, that wherever we go,
whatever we refle on or converfe about ; every
Thing ftill prefents us with the View of human Hap-
pinefs or Mifery, and excites in our Breafts'a fym-
pathetic Movement of Pleafure or Uneafinefs. In
our ferious Occupations, in our carelefs Amufements,
this Principle ftill exerts its altive Energy.

A Man, who enters the Theatre, is immediately
firuck with the View of fo great a Multitude, par-
ticipating of one common Amufement ; and expes
rienges, from their very Afped,. a fuperior Senfibi-

licy
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lity or Difpofition of being affected with every Sen-
timent, which he fhares with his Fellow-creatures,

Hz obferves the Alors to be animafed by the
. Appearance of a full Audience; and rais'd to a.
Degree of Enthufiafm, which they cannot command
in any folitary orcalm Moment.

Evsry Movement of the Theatre, by a fkillfuf
Poet, is communicated, as it were by Magic, to the
Speftators, who weep, tremble, refent, rejoice, and,
are enflam’d with all the Variety o"f Paflions, which
afluate the feveral Perfonages of the Drama.

Whaere any Event crofles our Withes, and inter-
rupts the Happinefs of the favaurite Perfonages, .we.
feel a fenfible Anxiety and Coneern. But where
their Sufferings proceed. from the Treachery, Cruelty
or. Tyranny of an Enemy, our Breafls are affefted
with the livelieft: Rofentment againgt the Author of
thefe Calamities.

"T1s here efteem’d contrary to the Rules of Art
to reprefent any Thing cool and indifferent. A
diftant Friend, or a Confident, who has no immedi-
e Intcreﬁ in the Cataftrophe, onght, if poffible, 124
be avoxded by the Pogt; as communicating a like

Indif-
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Indifference to the Audience, and checking the
Progrefs of the Paffions.

- No Species of Poetry is more entertaining than
Paftoral ; and every one is fenfible, that the chief
Source of its Pleafure arifes from thofe Images of a
gentle and tender Tranquillity, which it reprefents
in its Perfonages, and of which it communicates a
like Sentiment to the Readers. Sanndzarius, who
transfer'd the Scene to the Sea-fhore, tho' he pre-
fented the moft magnificent Objeét in Nature, is
confeft to have err’d in his Choice, The Idea of
‘Toil, Labour, and Danger, fuffer’d by the Fifher-
men, is painful, by an unavoidable Sympathy, which
attends every Conception of human Happinefs or
‘Mifery.

Waen I was twenty, fays a French Poet, Owid
was my Choice: Now I am forty, I declare for
Herace. We enter, to be fure, more readily into
Sentiments, that refemble thofe we feel every Mo-
ment : But no Paffion, when well reprefented, can
be altogether indifferent to us; becaufe there is
none, of which every Man has not within him, at
leaft, the Seeds and firft Principles. ’Tis the Bufi-
nefs. of Poetry to approach every Obje& by lively
Imagery and Defcription, and make it look like
Truth and Reality : A certain Proof, that wherever

that
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that Reality is found, our Minds are difpos'd to be
* ftrongly affeCted by it.

Any recent Event or Piece of News, by which
the Fortunes of States, Provinces or many Indivi-
duals, are affeCted, is extremely interefting even to
thofe whofe Welfare is not immediately engag'd.
Such Intelligence is propagated with Celerity, heard
with Avidity, and enquird into with Attention and
Concern. The Interefts of Society appear, on this
Occafion, to be, in fome Degree, the Interefts of
each Individual. The Imagination is fure to be af-
fected ; tho' the Paflions excited may not always be
fo ftrong and fteady as to have great Influence on the
Condué&t and Behaviour,

Tae Perufal of a Hiftory feems a calm Entertain.
ment ; but would be no Entertainment at all, did
not our Hearts beat with correfpondent Movements
to thofe defcribed by the Hiftorian.

Thucydides and Guicciardin fupport with Difficulty
our Attention, while the former defcribes the trivial
Rencounters. of the fmall Cities of Greece, and the
latter the harmlefs Wars of Pifz. The few Perfons
interefted, and the fmall Intereft fill not the Imagi-
nation, and engage not the Affections. -The deep
Diftrefs of the numerous Atbenian Army before Sy-

racufe s
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racufe ; the Danger, which fo nearly threatens
Venice; thefe excite Compaffion ; thefe move Terror

.and Anxiety.

Tue indifferent, dnintereﬁing Stile of Swuetonius,
equally with the mafterly Pencil of Tacitus, may
convince us of the cruel Depravity of Neroor Ti-
berius : But what a Difference of Sentiment ! While
the former coldly relates the Fats ; and the latter
fets before our Eyes the venerable Figures of a
Soranus and a Thrafea, intrepid in their Fate, and
only mov'd by the melting Sorrows of their Friends
and Kindred. What Sympathy then touches every
human Heart! What Indignation againft the in-
human Tyrant, whofe caufelefs Fear or unprovok’d
Malice, gave rife to fuch deteftable Barbarity !

Ir we bring thefe Subjets nearer : If we remove
all Sufpicion of Fition and Deceit : What powerful
Concern is excited, and how much fuperior, in
many Inftances, to the narrow Attachments of Self-
love and private Intereft ! Popular Sedition, Party
Zeal, a devoted Obedience to factious Leaders ;
thefe are fome of the moft vifible, tho’ lefs laudable
Effets of this focial Sympathy in human Nature.

Tusz
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Tue Frivoloufnefs of the Subje too, we may
obferve, is not able to detach us entirely from what
carries anImage of human Sentiment and Affetion.

Waen a Perfon ftutters, and pronounces with
Difficulty, we even fympathize with this trivial Un-
eafinefs, and fuffer for him. And ’tis a Rule in
Criticifm, that every Combination of Syllables or
" Letters, which gives Pain to the Organs of Speech
in the Recital, appcars alfo, from a Species of Sym-
pathy, harfh and difagreeable to the Ear. Nay,
when we run over a Book with our Eye, we are
fenfible of fuch usharmonious Compofition ; be-
caufe we fill imagine, that a Perfon recites it to usy
and fuffers from the Pronunciation of thefe jarring
Sounds. So delicate is our Sympathy !

Easy and unconftrain’d Poftures and Motions
are always beautiful : An Air of Health and Vigour
is agreeable : Cloaths, that warm, without burthen-
ing the Body ; that cover, without imprifoning the
Limbs, are well-falbion'd. In every Judgment of
Beauty, the Sentiments and Feelings of the Perfons
affe@ed enter into Confideration, and communicate
to the SpeQtators fimilar Touches of Pain or Plea-

fure.
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fure *. What Wonder, then, if we can pronounce
no Sentence concerning the Charalers and Con-
du& of Men without confidering the Tendencies of
their A&ions, and the Happinefs or Mifery, which
thence arifes to Society? What Affociation of
Ideas would ever gperate, were that Principle here
totally inattive + ?

# Decentior squas cujus aftrifta funt ilia 5 [ed idem welocior,
Pulcher afpelu fir atbleta, cujus facertos exercitatis expreffic. ¢
idews certamini paratior, Numguam enim {pecies ab wtilitate divi-
ditur. Sed boc quidem difeernere modici judicii eff, Quintilian Infl,
Lib. 8. Cap. 3.

+ In Proportion to the Station which a Man poffeffes, accord-
ing to the Relations in which he is plac’d 5 we always expect from
him a greater or lefs Degree of Good, and when difappointed,
blaime his Inutility ; end much emore, do we blame bim, if any
1l or Prejudice arifes from his Conduét and Behaviour, When the
Interefts of one Country interfere with thofe of another, we
eRimate the Merits of a Statefman by the Good or Ill, which rea
fults to his ewn Country from his Meafures and Councils, without
Regard to the Prejudice he brings on its Enemies and Rivals, His
Fellow-citizens are the Objeéts, which lie neareft the Eye, while
we determine his Chsra&ter. And as Nature has implanted in
every one a fuperior Affeion to bis own Couatry, we never ex-
pek any Regard to diitant Nations, where the fmallet Competition
arifes. Not to meation, that while every Man confults the Good
of his own Community, we are fenfible, that the geéneral Intereft
of Mankind is better promoted, than by any loofe indeterminate
Views to the Good of a Species, whence no beneficial Action could
ever refult, for want of a duly limited Object, on which they
could exest themfelves,

Ir
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IF any Man, from a cold InfenﬁBility, Or narrow
Selfithnefs of Temper, is unaffected with the Images’
of human Happinefs or Mifery, he muft be equally
indifferent to the Images of Vice and Virtue: As
on the other Hand, ’tis always found, that a2 warm
Concern for the Interefts of our Species is attended
with a delicate Feeling of all moral Diftin&ions ; a
firong Refentment of Injury done to Men ; a lively
Approbation of their Welfare. In this Particular,
tho’ great Superiority is obfervable of one Man
above another ; yet none are fo entirely indifferent

- to the Intereft of their Fellow-creatures, as to per-
ceive no Diftin&tions of moral Good and Evil, in
confequence of the different Tendencies of Actions -
and Principles. How, indeed, can we fuppofe it
pofiible of any one, who wears a human Heart,
that, if there be fubjeéted to his Cenfure, one Cha-
radter or Syftem of Condudt, which is beneficial,
and another, which is pernicious, to his Species or
Community; he will not fo much as give a cool
Prefercnce to the former, or aferibe to it the fmalleft
Merit or Regard ? Let us fuppofe fuch a Perfon
ever fo felfith ; let private Intereft have ingroft ever
fo much his Attention ; yet in Inftances, where
that is not concern’d, he muft unavoidably feel fome
Propenfity to the Good of Mankind, and make it
an Obje& of Choice, if every Thing elfe be equal.
Would
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Would any Man, that is walking alone, tread juft
as willingly on another’s gouty Toes, whom he has
no Qearrel ‘with, as on the hard Flint and Pave-
ment ? There is here furely a Difference in the
Cafe. We furely take into Confideration the Hap-
pinefs and Mifery of others, in weighing the feveral
Motives of A&ion, and incline to the former, where
no private Regards draw us to ‘feek our own Pro-
motion or Advantage by the Iniury of our Fellow-
Creatures. And if the Principles of Humanity are
capable, in many Inftances, of influencing our
Ad&ions, they muft, at all Times, have fome Autho-
rity over our Sentiments, and give us a general Ap-
probation of what is ufeful to Society; and Blame
of what is dangerous or pernicious. The Degrees
of thefe Sentiments may be the Subjeét of Contro-
verfy, but the Reality of their Exiftence, one fhould
think, mauft be admitted, in every Theory or Syftem.

A CreaTURE, abfolutely malicious and fpiteful,
were there any fuch in Nature, muft be worfe than
indifferent to the Images of Vice and Virtue. All
his Sentiments muft be inverted, and direttly oppo-
fite to thofe, which prevail in the human Species.
Whatever contributes to the Good of Mankind, as
it croffes the conftant Bent of his Withes and De-
fires, muft produce Uneafincs and Difapprobation ;
and on the contrary, whatever is the Source of Dif-

: : order
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order and Mifery in Society, muft, for the fame
Reafon, be regarded with Pleafure and Complacency.
Timon, who probably from his affeCted Spleen, more
than any inveterate Malice, was. denominated the
Man-hater, embrac'd Alibiades, *tis faid, with great
Fondnefs. Go on, my Boy! cries he, Acquire the
Coufidence of the Pesple : You will ome Day, I fore-
Jee, be the Caufe of great Calamities to them ®. Could
we admit the two Principles of the Manicheans, tis
an infallible Confequence, that their Sentiments of
human A&ions, as well as of every Thing elfe, muit
be totally oppofite ; and that every Inftance of
Juftice and Humanity, from its neceffary Tendency,
muft pleafe the one Deity, and difpleafe the other.
All Mankind fo far refemble the good Principle,
that where Intereft or Revenge or Envy perverts not
our Difpofition, we are always enclin'd, from our
natural Philanthropy, to give the Preference to the
Happinefs of Society, and confequently to Virtue,
above its oppofite. Abfolute, unprovok’d, difinter-
efted Malice has never, perhaps, Place in any human
Breaft; orif ithad, muft there pervert all the Sen-
- timents of Morals, as well as the Feelings of Huma.
nity. If the Cruelty of Nero be allow'd altogether
voluntary, and not rather the Effe& of conftant
Fear and Refentment; 'tis evident, that Tige/linus,

® Plutsrch invita Ale.
preferably
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preferably to Semeca or Burrbus, muft have poflelt
his fteady and uniform Approbation.

A STaTesman or Patriot, that ferves our own
Country, in our own Time, has always a more
paffionate Regard paid him, than one whofe bene-
ficial Influence operated on diftant Ages or remote
Nations; where the Good, refulting from his gene-~
rous Humanity, being lefs connefted with us, feems
more obfcure, and affefts us with a lefs lively Sym-
pathy. We may own the Merit to be equally great,
tho’ our Sentiments are not rais’d to an equal
Height, in both Cafes. The Judgment here cor-
reéts the Inequalities of our internal Emotions and
Perceptions; in like Manner, as it preferves us from
Error, in the feveral Variations of Images, px:efcntcd
to our external Senfes. The fame Objet, at a
double Diftance, really throws o the Eye a Pitture
of but half the Bulk ; and yet we imagins it ap-

~ pears of the fame Size in both Situations ; becaufe
we know, that, on our Approach to it, its Image '
would expand on the Senfes, and that the Diference
- confifts not in the Obje& itfelf, but in our Pofition
with regard to it. And, indeed, without fuch Cor-
reion of Appearances, both in internal and exter-
mal Sentiment, Men could never think or talk
fleadily on any Subjet; while their fluftuating Si-
tuations produce a continual Variation on Objetts,
F and
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and throw them into fuch different and contrary
Lights and Pofitions *.

THe more we converfe with Mankind, and the
greater focial Entercourfe we maintain, the more
will we be familiariz’d to thefe general Preferences
and Diftinftions, without which our Converfation
and Difcourfe could fcarcely be render'd intelligible
to each other. Every Man’s Intereft is peculiar to
himfelf, and the Averfions and Defires, which re-
fult from it, cannot be fuppos’d to affect others in 2

.

#® For a like Reafon, the Tendencies of Aétions and Ché-
~ralters, not their real accidental Confequences, are alone re-
garded in our moral Determinations or general Judgments ; tho’
in our real Feeling or Sentiment, we cannot help paying greater
Regard to one whofe Station, join'd to Virtue, renders him
really ufeful to Society, than to one, who exetts the focial Vir-
tues only in good Intentions and benevalent AffeCtions, Separat-
ing the Charalter from the Fortune, by an eafy and neceffary
Effort of Thought, we pronounce thefe Perfons alike, and give
them the fame general Praife. The Judgment corre€ts or en-

deavours to corrcét the Appearance : But is not able entirely
to prevail over Sentiment,

‘Why is this Peach-tree faid to be better than that other ; but
becaufe it produces more or better Fruit ? And would not the
fame Praile be given it, tho’ Snails or Vermin had deftroy’d the
Fruit, before it came to full Maturity > In Morals too, is not
the Tree known by the Fruit? And cannot we eafily diftinguith

betwixt Nature and Accident, in theone Cafe as well as in the
ether ?

. - like
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like Degree. General Language: therefore, being
form'd for general Ufe, muft be moulded on fome
more general Views, and muft affix the Epithets of
Praife or Blame, in Conformity to Sentiments,
which arife from the general Interefts of the Com-
munity. And if thefe Sentiments, in moft Men,
be not fo ftrong as thofe, which have a Reference
to private Good ; yet flill they muft make fome
Diftin&tion, even in Perfons the moft deprav'd and
felfith ; and muft attach the Notion of Good to a
beneficent Conduét, and of Evil to the contrary.
Sympathy, we fhall allow, is much fainter than our
Concern for Ourfelves, and Sympathy with Perfons,
remote from us, much fainter than that with Perfons,
near and contiguous; but for this very Reafon,
*tis neceffary for us, in our calm Judgments and
Difcourfe concemning the Charaters of Men, to
negle&t all thefe Differences, and render our Senti.
ments more public and focial. Befides, that we
Ourfelves often change our Situation in this Parti-
cular, we every Day meet with Perfons, who are ina
different Situation from us, and who could never con-
verfe with us on any reafonable Tecrms, were we to
remain conftantly in that Pofition and Point of View,
which is peculiar to Ourfelf. The Entercourfe of
Sentiments, therefore, in Society and Converfation
makes us form {ome general, inalterable Standard,
by which we may approve or difapprove of Cha-

F2 racters
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zatters and Manners, And tho' the Heart takes not
part entirely with thofe general Notions, nor regu-
Jates all its Love and Hatred, by the univerfal, zb-
ftra& Differences of Vice and Virtue, without re-
gard to Self or the Perfons, with whom we are more
immediatély comeéted ; yet have thefe moral Dif.
ferences a confiderable Influence, and beirig fuffici-
ent, atleaft, for Difcourfe, ferve all our Purpofes in
Company, in the Pulpit, on the Theatre, and in
the Schools *.

“Taus, m whatever Light we take this Subje&,
the Merit, afcrib’d to the focial Virtues, appears
£dll uniform, and arifes chiefly from that Regard,
-which the natural Sentiment of Benevolence engages
us to pay to the Interefts of Mankind and Society.
If we confider the Principles of the human Make ;
{uch as they appear to daily Experience and Oi)fer-

% °Tis wifely ordain’d by Nature, that private Connexions
fhould commonly prevail over univerfal Views and Confiderations ;
otherwife our Affetions and Aétions would be diffipated and
loft, for Want of a proper limited Obje&t. Thus a fmall Benefit
done to Qurfelves, or our near Friends, excites more lively Sen-
timents 6f Love and_Approbation than a great Benefit to a diftant
Common-weaith : But flill we know here, 8sin all the Senfes,
to correét thefe Inequalities by Refle@ion, and retain a general
Standard of Viceand Virtue, founded chiefly on general Ufeful-
nefs.

4 vatioa 3
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vation ; we muft, & priori, conclude it impoflible for
fuch a Creature as Man to be totally indifferent to
the Well or Ill-being of his Fellow-creatures, and
not readily, of himfelf, to pronounce, where no-
thing gives him any particular Byafs, that what pro-
motes their Happinefs is good, what tends to their
Mifery is evil, without any farther Regard or Con-'
fideradon. Here then are the faint Rudiments, at
Ieatt, or Outlines, of a general Diftin&tion betwixt
Agtions ; and in Proportion as the Humanity of the
Perfon is fuppos'd to encreafe, his Connexion to
shofe injur'd or benefited, and his lively Conceptionr
of their Mifery or Happinefs ; his confequent Cen-
furs or Approbation acquires proportionable Force
and Vigour. There is no Necefiity, that a generous.
Aélion, barely mention’d in an old Hiftory or remote
Gazette, fhould communicate any ftrong Feelings of
Applaufe and Admiration. Virtue, plac’d at fuch a
Diftance, is like a fixt Star, which, tho’, to the Eye
of Reafon, it may appear as luminous as the Sun in
his Meridian, is fo infinitely remov’d, as to aflet
the Senfes, neither with Light nor Heat. Bring this
Virtue nearer, by our Acquaintance or Connexion'
with the Perfons, or even by an eloquent Narration
and Recital of the Cafe ; our Hearts are immediately
taught, our Sympathy enliven'd, and our cool Ap-
probation converted into the warmeft Sentiments of
Friendfhip and Regard. Thefe feem neceffary and

F3 infallible
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infallible Confequences of the general Principles of

human Natore, as difcover'd in common Life and
Praftice. .

Acarx ; reverfe thefe Views and Reafonings :
Confider the Matter « poj}er:?ari ; and weighing the
Confequences, enquire, if the Merit of all focial
Virtue is not deriv’d from the Feelings of Humanity,
with which it affeéts the SpeQtators. It appears to be
Matter of Fa@, that the Circumftance of Utilisy,
in all Subje@s, is a Source of Praife and Approba-
tion : That it is conftantly appeal’d to i all moral
Decifions concerning the Merit and Demerit of
Adions : That itis the fo/e Source of that high Re-
gard paid to Juftice, Fidelity, Honour, Allegiance
and Chaftity : That it is infeperablc;. from all the
other focial Virtues of Humanity, Generofity, Cha-
rity, Affability, Lenity, Mercy and Moderation :
And in a Word, that it is the Foundation of the
chief Part of Morals, which has a Reference to
Mankind and Society. '

It appears alfo, in cur general Approbation or
Judgmeat of Charaélers and Manriers, that the ufe-
ful Tendency of the focial Virtues'moves us not by
:;ny Regards to Self-intercft, but has an Influence
much more univerfal and extenfive. It appears,
that a Tendency to public Good, and to the pro-

: ) moting




Why Urinicy pleafes. 103
motirig of Peace, Harmony, and Concord in So-
ciety, Ly affelting the benevolent Principles of our
Frame, engages us on the Side of the focial Virtues.
And it appears, as an additional Confirmation, that
thefe Principles of Humanity and Sympathy enter
fo deep into all our Sentiments, and have fo power-
ful an Influence, as‘may enable them to excite the
firongeft Cenfure and Applaufe. The prefent
Theory is the fimple Refult of all thefe Inferences,
each of which feems founded on uniform Experience
and Obfzrvation.

Were it doubtful, whether there was any.fuch
Principle in our Nature as Humanity or a Concern
for others, yet when we fee, in numberlefs Inftances,
that, whatever has a Tendency to promote the In-
terefts of Society, is fo highly approv'd of, we ought
thence to learn the Force of the benevolent Principle;
fince ’tis impoffible for any Thing to pleafe as Means
to an End, where the End itfelf is totally indifferent;
On the other Hand, were it doubtful, whether there
was, implanted in our Natures, any general Prin-
ciple of moral Blame and Approbation, yet when
we fee, in numberlefs Inftances, the Influence of
Humanity, we ought thence to conclude, that ‘tis
impofiible, ‘but that every Thing, which promotes
the Interefts of Society, muft communicate Pleafure,

~and what is pernicious give Uneafinefs. But when
F 4 thefe
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thefe different Refletions and Obfervations concar
in eftablifhing the fame Conclufion, muft they not
beftow an undifputed Evidence upon it ?

*Tis hewever hopd, that the Progrefs of this Ar-
gument will bring a farther Confirmation of the pre-
fent Theory, by fhowing the Rife of other Senti-
ments of Efteem and Regard from the fame or like
Priaciples.

SECT.
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+«SECTION VL
Of QuavrrTies #feful to Ourfelves.

PART L

OTHING is more ufual, than for Philofo-

rhers to encroach upon the Province of Gram-
marians; and to engage in Difputes of Words, while
they inagine, that they are handling Controverfies
of the deepeft Importance and Concern. Thus,
were we here to aflert or to deny, that all laudable
Qualities of the Mind wvere ta be confider’d as Virtues or
woral Attributes, many would ‘magine, that we had
enter'd upon one of the profoundeft Speculations of”
Ethics ; tho’, 'tis_probable, all the while, thar the
greateft Part of the Difpute would be found entirely~
wverbal. Toavoid, therefore, all frivolous Subtilties
and Altercations, as much as pofible, we fkall con-
tent Qurfelves with obferving, fir/, that, in common
Life, the. Sentiments of Cenfure or Approba;.on,.
gtoduc’d by mental Qualities of cvery Kind, are
: F g very
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very fimilar ; and fecondly, that all antient Moralifts,
(the beft Models) in treating of them, make little or
no Difference amongft them.

FIRSYT. Itfeems certain, that the Sentimerns
of confcious Worth, the S¢lf-fatisfaction, proceeding
from a Review of a Man’s own Conduc and Cha-
radter ; it feems certain, I fay, that this Sentiment,
which, tho’ the moft common of 4ll others, has no
proper Name in our Language ¥, arifes from ghe
Endowments of Courage and Capacity, AI.nduﬁry and
Ingenuity, as well as from any other mental Excel-
lencjes. Who, on the other Hand, is not deeply
mortify’d with reflefting on his own Folly or Diffo-
lutencfs, and feels not a fecret Sting or Compunétion,

— ~—whernever his Memory prefents any paft Occurence,
where he behav’d with Stupidity or Il-manners ?
No Time can efface the cruel Ideas.of a Man’s own
Ill-condu&, or of Affronts, which Cowardice or
Impudence have brought wpon him. They fll

® The Term, Pride, is commonly taken in a bad Senfe;
bot this Sentiment feems indifferent, and may be either good or
bad, according as it is well or ill founded, and according to the
other Circumftances, that ‘accompany it. The French exprefs
this Sentiment by the Term, amour propre, but as they alfo ex-
prefs Self-love as well as Vanity, by the fame Term, thete arifes

thence a great ConfuGon in Rogbefoucauls, and many of their
mosal Writers,

haunt



Of Quavrrres ufeful to Ourfelves. 107
haunt his folitary Hours, damp his moft afpiring
Thoughts, and fhow him, even to himfelf, in the
moft contemptible and moft odious Colours imagin-
able.

WHAT is there too we are more anxious to conceal
from others than fuch Blunders, Infirmities, and
Meannefles, or more dread to have expos’d by Rail-
lery and Satyre? And is not the chief Obje& of
Vanity, our Bravery or Learning, our Wit or Breed-
ing, our Eloquence or Addrefs, our Tafteor Ability?
Thefe we difplay with Care, if not with Oftentation ;
and commonly fhow more Ambition of excelling in

‘them, than even in the focial Virtues themfelves,
which are, in Reality, of fuch fuperior Excellence.
Good-nature and Honefty, efpecially the latter, are
fo indifpenfibly requir'd, that, tho’ the greateft Cen-
fure attends any Violation of thefe Dauties, no emi-
nent Praife follows fuch commen Inftances of them,
as feem effential to .the Support of human Society.
And hence the Reafon, in my Opinjon, why, tho’
Men often praife fo liberally the Qualities of their
Heart, they are fhy of commending the Endowments
of their Head ; becaufe the latter Virtues, being fup-
pos’d more rare and extraordinary, are obferv'd to be
-the more ufual Objetts of Pride and Sclf-conceit ;
and when boafted of, beget a ftrong Sufpicion of thefe
Sentiments,

Fé Tas
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*I'1s hard to tell, whether you hurt 2 Man’s Cha-
radter moft by calling him a Knave or 2 Coward, and
whether a beaftlly Glutton or Drunkard be notas
odious and contemptible as a felfith, ungenerous

Mifer. Give me my Choice; and I would rather,

for my own Happinefs and Self-enjoyment, have a
friendly, humane Heart than poffefs all the other
Virtues of Demofthenes and Philip united : But I would
rather pafs with the World for one endow’d with ex-
tenfive Genius and intrepid Courage, and fhould
thence expett fironger Inftances of general Applaufe
and Admiration. The Figure 2 Man makes in Life,
the Reception he meets with in Company, the Efteem
paid him by his Acquaintance ; all thefe Advantages
Lepend as much upon his good Senfe and Judgment
as upon any other Part of his Charatter. Had a
‘Man the beft Intentions in the World, and were the
fartheft remov'd from all Injuftice and Violence, he
would never be able to make himfelf be much re.
garded, without a moderate Share, at leaft, of Parts
.and Underftanding.

Whar. is it then we can here difpute about? If
Senfc and Courage, Temperance and Induftry,
Wit and Knowledge confefledly form a confiderable
Part of perfonal Merit ; if a Man pofleft of them is
both better fatisfy’d with himfelf, and better entitled

-

'
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to the Good-will, Efteem, and Services of others,
than one entirely devoid of them ; if, in fhort, the
Sentiments be fimilar, that arife from thefe Endow-
ments and from the focial Virtues ; is there any Rea-
fon for being fo extremely fcrupulous about a #ord,
or doubting whether they are entitled to the Deno-
mination of Virtue * ? It may, indeed, be pre-
tended, that the Sentimentof Approbation, which

" thofe Accomplithments produce, befides its being in-
Seriory is alfo fomewhat different from that, which
attends the Virtues of Juftice and Humanity. But
this feems not a fufficient Reafon for ranking them
entirely under different Claffes and Appellations.
The Charater of Czfar and that of Caro, as drawn
by Saluft, are both of them virtuous, in the ftricteft
Senfe of the Word ; but in a different Way : Nor
are the Sentiments entirely the fame, which arife
from them. The one produces Love ; the other,

# It feems to me, that in our Language, Courage, Tempe-
gance, Induftry, Frugality, &¢. according to popular Stile, are
call’d Virtues ; but when a Man is faid to be wirtuous, or is deno=
minated a Man of Virtue, we chiefly regard his fucial Qualitiess
*Tis needlefs for a moral, philofophical Difcoutfe to enter into
all thefe Caprices of Language, which are fo variable in different
Diale@s, and in different Ages of the fame Diale¢t, The Sen=
giments of Men, being mose uniform, as well as mose impostaat,
are a fitter Subje® of Speculation: Tho® at the fame Time, we
mayjaﬂ obferve, that wherever the focial Vistues are talk'd of,

®¢is plainly imploy'd, by this Diftin&ion, ‘hat thte are alfo
<otbe: Vistues of a different Natures ’ -

e ..:": Lﬁem.
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Efteem : The one is amiable ; the other awful : We
could wifh to meet the one Charafter in a Friend ;
the other we fhould be ambitious of in Ourfelves.
In like Manner the Approbation, which attends na-
tural Abilities or Temperance or Induftry, may be
fomewhat different from that which is paid to the
focial Virtues, without making them entirely of a
different Species. And indeed, we may obferve,*
that the natural Abilities, no more than the other
‘Virtues, produce not, all of them, the fume Kind of
Approbation. Good Senfe and Genius beget Efteem
and Regard : Wit and Humour excite Love and Af-
fection *, B

- MosT

® Love and Efteem are ndarly the fame Paffion, and arifé"from
fimilar Caufes. The Qualities, which produce both, are fuch as
communicate Pleafure. But where this Pleafure is fevere and:
ferious ; or where its Objet is great and makes.a firong Ima-
preffion, or. where it produces any Degree of Humility and
Awes In all thefe Cafes, the Paffion, which arifes from the
Pleafure, is more properly denominated Efteem than Love, Be-
-mevolence attends both: But is conneed with Love ina more
eminent Degree. There feems to be &ill a fironger Mixture of
“Pride in Contempt than of Humility in Efteem ; and the Reafon
swould not be difficult to one, who ftudy’d accurately the Paffions,
All thefe various Mixtures and Compofitions and Appearsaces of
Sentiment form a very curious Subject of Speculation, but are
wide of our prefeat Purpofe. Thro’out thefe Effays, we always
-gonfider in general, what Qualities are a Subjet of Praife or of
Cenfure, without entering into.all the minute Differences of Sen-
timent, which they excite, *Tis evident, that whatever is con-
temn'd,
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MosTt People, I bélicve, will naturally, without
Premeditation, affent to the Definition of the elegant
and judicious Poet. "

Virtue (for mere Good-nature is a Fool)
Is Senfe and Spirit, withHumanity *,

What Pretenfionshas a Man to our generouns Af-
fitance or Good-offices, who has' diffipated his '
Wealth in profufe Expences, idle Vanities, chimeri-
cal Projetts, diffolute Pleafures, or extravagant
Gaming? Thefe Vices (for we fcruple not to call’
them fuch) bring Mifery unpity’d, and Contempt on
every ong addicted to them.

ACHZUS, a wife and prudent Prince, fell
into a fatal Snare, which coft him his Crown and
Life, after having us'd every reafonable Precaution
to guard himfelf againft it. On that Account, fays
the Hiftorian, he is a juft Obje&t of Regard and
Compaflion : His Betrayers alone of Hatred and '
Contempt .

temn’d, is alfo diflik’d, as well as what is hated ; and we here
endeavour to take Obje@s, according to their moft ﬁmple Views
and Appearances, Thefe Sciences are but too apt to appearab-
fisat to common Readers, even with all the Psecautions we can
take to clcar them from (uperfluous Speculauons, and bring them
down to'every Capacity,

® The Art of preferving Haltb. Book a - 4 Polybivs,
Lib; 8. Cap. 2.

Tue
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Tue précipitate Flight and improvident Negli-
gence of Pompey, atthe Beginning of the civil Wars,
appear’d fuch notorious Blunders to Cicers, as quite
pall’d his Friendfhip towards that great Man, In sbe
fame Manner, fays he, as Want of Cleanlinefs, De-
cency, or Diferetion in a Miftrefs are found to alienate
our Affections. For fo he exprefles himfelf, where he
talks, notin the Charafter of a Philofopher, butin
that of a Statefman and Man of the World, to his
Friend Atticus®.

Bur fecondly, the fame Cicero, in Imitation of all
the antient Moralifts, when he reafons as a Philofo-
pher, enlarges very much his Ideas of Virtue, and
comprehends every laudable Quality or Endowment
of the Mind, under that honourable Appellanon.
The Prudence, explain’d in his Offices +, is that Sa-
gacity, which leads to the Difcovery of Truth, and
preferves us from Error and Miftake. ]'vfagnammrgr,
Temperance, Decency are ‘there alfo at large difcours’d
of. And as that eloquent Moralift follow’d the com-
mon recéiv'd Divifion: of the four cardinal Virtues;,
aur focial Duties. form byt one Head, in the general
Diftribution of his Subjedt.

@ Lib, 9. Epift, 10 4 Lib, 1. Cny 6

IR
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We need only perufe the Tites of Chapters in
Ariffotle’s Ethics to be convinc'd, that he ranks Cou.
rage, Temperance, Magnificence, Magnanimity,

* Modefty, Prudence, and a2 manly Freedom amongft
the ertues, as well as Juftice and Fnendﬂup.

To fufiain and to abflain, thatis, to be patientand
continent, appear’d to fome of the Antients, a fum-
mary Comprehenfion of all Morals.

EPICTETUS has fcarce ever mentioned the
Sentiment of Humanity and Compaflion, but in
order to put his Difciples on their Guard againft it.
The Virtue of the Stoics feems to confift chiefly in &
firm Temper and a found Underftanding. With them,
as with Solomon and the Eaftern Moralifts, Folly and
Wifdom are equivalent to Vice and Virtue.

Men will praife thee, fays Dawid *, when thou
doft well unto thyfelf I hatea wife Man, fays the
Greek Poet, who is not wife to himfelf }.

PLUTARCH is no more crampt by Syftems
in his Philofophy than in his Hiftory. Where he
compares the great Men of Greece and Rome, he fairly

® Pfalm 49th, ¢ Mirw Todicwocic us auTw oop@v,  Inserts
spud Lucianum, Apologia pra mercede conduéhl.

fets
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fets in Oppofition all their Blemithes and Accom-
plithments of whatever Kind, and omits nothing
confiderable, that can either deprefs or exalt their
Charalters. His moral Difcourfes contain the fame
free and natural Cenfure of Men and Manners.

Tue Charafter of Hannibal, as drawn by Lizy ®,
is efteem'd partial, .but allows him many eminent
‘Virtues.  Never was there a Genius, fays the Hifto-
gian, more equally fitted for thofe oppofite Offices of
Command and Obedience; and ’twere, therefore,
difficult to determine whether he render'd himfelf
dearer to the General or to the Army: To none,
would Hafdrubal entruft more willingly the Condu&
of any dangerous Enterprize ; under none, did the
Soldiers difcover more Courage and Confidence.
Great Boldnefs in affronting Danger ; great Prudence
in the Midft of it. No Labour could fatigue his
Body or fubdue his Mind. Cold and Heat were in-
different to him : Meat and Drink he fought as Sup-
plies to the Neceflities of Nature, not as Gratifica-
tions of his voluptuous Appetites : Waking or Reft

" heus'd indifcriminately, by Night or by Day---Thefe
great VIR TUES were ballanc'd by great VICES:
Inhuman Cruelty ; Perfidy more than Punic; noTruth,
noFaith, no Regard to Oaths, Promifes or Religion.

- ®:Lib, 23, Cap. ¢

Tug
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Tue Charater of Alexander the Sixth, to be found
in Guicciardin *, is pretty fimilar, but jufter; and is
a Proof, that even the Moderns, where they fpeak
naturally, hold the fame Language with the Antients.
In this Pope, fays he, there was a fingular Capacity
and Judgment : Admirable Prudence ; 2 wonderful
Talent of Perfuafion ; and in all momentuons En-
terprizes, a Diligence and Dexterity incredible  But
thefe Virtues were infinitely overballanc’d by his
Vices ; no Faith, no Religion, infatiable Avarice,
exorbitant Ambition, and a2 more than barbarous
Cruelty.

POLYBIUS, reprehending Timeus for his
Partiality againft Agathocles, whom he himfelf allows
to be the moft cruel and impious of all Tyrants,
fays: If he took Refuge in Syracufe, as afferted by
that Hiftorian, flying the Dirt and Smoke and Toil
of his former Profeflion of a Potter ; and if, pro-
ceeding from fuch flender Beginnings, he became
Matfter, in a little Time, of all Sicify ; brought the
Carthaginian State into the utmoft Danger ; and at
laft dy’d in Old-age, and in Pofleflion of kingly
Dignity : Muft he not be allow’d fomething prodi-
gious and extraordinary, and to have pofleft great
Talents and Capacity for Buﬁnefs and Adtion ?

@ le- Be j' Lib, 22, H .
18
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His Hiftorian, therefore, ought not to have alone
related what tended to his Reproach and Infamy ;
but alfo what might redound to his PR AI SE and
HONOUR.

In general, we may obferve, that the Diftin&ion
of voluntary or involuntary was little regarded by
the Antients in their moral Reafonings ; where they
frequently treated the Queftion as very doubtful,
awbhether Virtue could be tanght or not ®* 2 They jultly
confider'd, that Cowardice, Meannefs, Levity,
Anxiety, Impatie'nce, Folly, and many other Qua-
lities of the Mind, might appear ridiculous, and de-
form'd, contemptible and adious, tho’ independaat
of the Will. Nor could it be fuppos’d, at all Times,
in every Man’s Power to attain every Kind of mental,
more than exterior Ecauty.

Byt modern Philofophers, treating all Morals,
as on a like Footing with civil Laws, guarded by the
San&tions of Reward and Puﬁifhment, were necefla-
rily led to render this Circumftance, of woluntary
or involuntary, the Foundation of their whole
Theory. Every one may employ Terms in what
Senfe he pleafes : But this, in the mean ’Iime, muit

® Vid,.Plate in Menone, Semeca de otis fap, Cap. 31. Soalfe.

Horace, Virtutem doflrina peret, saturane doses, Epit, Lib., 1.

E" 18. : ek X -
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be allow’d, that Seatiments are every Day experienc’d
of Blame and. Praife, which have Objects beyond
the Dominion of the Will or Choice, and of which
it behoves us, if not as Moralifts, as fpeculative
Philofophers at leaft, to give fome fatisfaltory Theory
and Explication. ' '

A BiLemisn, 2 Fault, a Vice, a Crime ;- thefe
Expreflions feem to denote different Degrees of Cen-
fare and Difapprobation ; which are, however, all
of them, atthe Bottom, pretty nearly the fame Kind
of Species. The Explication of one will lead us
cafily into a juft Conception of the others.

PART IL

lT feems evident, that where a Quality or Habit
is fubjeCted to our Examination, if it appear, in
any refpec, prejudicial to the Perfon, pofleft of it,
or fuch as incapacitates him for Bufinefs and A&ion,
itis inftantly blam’d, and rank’d amongft his Faults
and Imperfettions. Indolence, Negligence, Want
of Order and Method, Obftinacy, Ficklenefs, Rafh-
nefs, Credulity ; no one ever efteem’d thefe Qua-
lities, indifferent to a Charater ; much lefs, extoll’d
them as Accomplifhments or Virtues, The Preju-
dice, refulting from them, immediately ftrikes our

: Eye,
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Eye, and gives us the Sentiment of Pain and Dif.
approbation.

No Qualiity, 'tis allow’d, is abfolutely either
blameable or praife-worthy. 'Tis all according to
its Degrées. A due Medium, fay the Peripatetics,
is the Charaderiftic of Virtue. ~ But this Medium is
chiefly determin’d by Utility. A proper Celerity,
for Inftance, and Dxfpatch in Bufinefs is commend-
able. When defe&we, no Progrefs is ever made in
the Exécution of any Purpofe : When exceflive, it
engages us in precipitate, and ill-concerted Meafures
and Enterprizes. By fuch Reafonings as thefe we
fix the proper and commendable Mediocrity in all
‘moral and prudential Difquifitions ; and never lofe

View of the AdVantageé, which refult from any
Charaéter or Habit.

Now as thefe Advantages are enjoy’d by the Per-
fon, poffeft of the Charafter, it can never be Se/f-
love, which renders the Profpe& of them agreeable
to us, the Spe&ators, and prompts our. Efteem and
Approbation. No Force of Imagination can con-
.vert us into another Perfon, and make us fancy,
‘that we being that Perfon, reap Benefit from thofe
valuable Qualities, which belong to him. Or if it
did, no Celerity of Imagination could immediately
tranfport .us back, into ourfelves, and make us love
.and efteem the Perfon, as different from us. Views

" and
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and Sentiments, fo oppofite to known Truth, and to
each other, could .never have place, at the fame
Time, in the fame Perfon. All Sufpicion, therefore, of
felfith Regards are here totally excluded. *Tis a quite
different Principle, which atuates our Bofom, and
interefts us in the Felicity of the Perfon we contem-
plate. ‘Where his natural Talents and acquir'd Abi-
lities give us the Profpe& of Elevation, Advance-
ment, a Figure in Life, profparous Succefs, a fteady
Command over Fortune, and the Execution of great
or advantageous Undertakings ; we are firuck with
fach agreeable Images, and feel a Complacency and
Regard immediately arife towards him. The Ideas
of Happinefs, Joy, Triumph, Profperity are con-
nefted with every Circumftance of his Chara&ter,
and diffufe over our Minds a pleafing Sentiment of
Sympathy and Humanity *

Ler

# One may venture to offirm, that there is no humsn Creature,
to whom the Appearance of Happinefs, (where Envy or Revenge
has no Place) does not give Pleafure, that of Mifery, Uneafinefs.
‘This feems infeperable from our Make and Conflitution, But they
sre only the more generous Minds, that are thence prompted to feels
gealouflly the Good of others, and to have a real Paffion for their
- Welfare, With Med of nartew. andt ungenerous Spirits, thisSyme
pathy goes not beyond a flight Feeling of the Imagination, which
ferves only to excite Sentiments: of Cornplacency or Cenfure, and
make them apply to the Obje¢t either honourable or dithonourable
Appellations, A griping Mifer, for Inftance, praifes extremely
Idaﬂry and Frugality, even in others, and fets them, in his Efti-

mation,
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LeT us fuppofe a Perfon originally fo fram'd as
to have no Manner of Concern for his Fellow-crea-
tares, but to regard the Happinefs and Mifery of
all fenfible Beings with greater Indifference even
than two contiguous Shades of the fame Colour.,
Let us fuppofe, if the Profperity of Nations were
lay'd on the one hand and their Ruin on the other,”
and he were defir'd tq choofe ; that he weuld ftand,
Iike the Schoolman's Afs, irrefolute and undeter-
min'd, betwixt equal Motives ; or rather, like the
fame Afs betwixt two Pieces of Wood or Marble,
without any Inclination or Propenfity on either Side.
The Confequence, I believe, muft be allow'd juft,
that fuch a Perfon, being abfolutely unconcernd,
either as to the public Good of 2 Community or the
private Utility of others, would look on every Qua-
lity, however permicious, or however beneficial, to
Society or te its Pofleffor, with the fame Indifference
as on the moft common and uninterefting Obje&t.

- Bur if, inftead of this fancy’d Monfter, we fup-
pofe a Man to form a Judgment or Determination in

gnation, above all the other Virtues, He knows the Good, that
yefults from them, and feels that Species of Happinefs with a more
Hively Sympathy, then any other you could reprefent to him ; tho®
perhaps he would not part with a Shilling to make the Fortane of
the induftrions Man, whom he praifes fo highly,

: . : the
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the Cafe ; there is to.him a plain Foundation of
Preference, where every Thing elfe is equal ; and
however cool his Choice may be, if his Heart be
felfith, or if the Perfons interefted be remote from
him ; there muft ftill be a Choice, and a Diftin&ion
betwixt what is ufeful, and what is pernicious. Now
this Diftin&ion is the fame in all its Parts, with the
moral Diflintion, whofe Foundation has been fo of-
ten, and fo much in vain, enquir'd after. The fame
Endowments of the Mind, in every Circumftance,
are agreeable to the Sentiment of Morals and to that
of Humanity ; the fame Temper is fufceptible of
high Degrees of the one Sentiment and of the other ;
and the fame Alteration in the Objefls, by their
nearer Approach or by Connexions, enlivens the one
and the other. By all the Rules of Philofophy,
therefore, we muft conclude, that thefe Sentiments
are originally the fame ; fince, in each particular,
~ even the moft minute, they are govern'd by the fame
Laws, and are mov'd by the fame Objedts.

Wuy do Philofophers infer, with the greateft
Certainty, that the Moon is kept in its Orbit by the
fame Force of Gravity, which makes Bodies fall .
near the Surface of the Earth, but becaufe thefe
Effe&s are, upon Computation, found fimilar and
equal ? And muft nat this Argument bring equal .
Convi&ion, in moral as in natural Difquifitions ?

G To
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To prove, by any long Detail, that all the Qua.
lities, ufeful to the Pofleflor, are approv’d, and the
contrary cenfur’d, would be fuperfluous. The leaft
Refletion, on what is every Day experienc’din Life,
will be fufficient. We fhall only mention a few In-
ftances, in order to remove, if poflible, all Doubt
and Hefitation,

Tue Quality, the moft neceflary for the Execution
of any ufeful Enterprize, s DISCRETION;
by which we carry on a fafe Intercourfe with others,
give due Attention to our own and to their Chara@er,
weigh each Circumftance of the Bufinefs we under-
take, and employ the fureft and fafeft Means for the
Attainment of any End or Purpofe. To a Cromawell;
perhaps, or a De Retz, Difcretion may appear an
Alderman-like Virtue, as Dr. Swift calls it; and
being incompatible with thofe vaft Defigns, to which
their Courage and Ambition prompted them, it
might really, in them, be a Fault or Imperfeétion.
But in the Condu&t of ordinary Life, no Virtue is
more requifite, not only to obtain Succefs, but to
avoid the moft fatal Mifcarriages and Difappoint-
* ments. The greateft Parts without it, as obferv'd by
an elegant Writer, may be fatal to their Owner ; as
Polyphemus depriv’d of his Eye was only the more ex.

pos'd
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pos’d, on Account of his enormous Sttength and
Stature.

Tuke beft Charalter, indeed, were it not rather toe
perfeét for human Nature, is that which gives no-
thing to Temper of any Kind ; but alternately em-
ploys Enterprize and Caution, as each is #/fu/ to the
pasticular Purpofe intended.  Such is the Excellence,
which St. Evremond afcribes to Marefchal Turemne,
who difplay’d every Campaign, as he grew older,
more Temerity in his military Enterprizes ; and be-
ing now, from long Experience, perfetly acquainted
with every Incident in War, he advanc’d with
greater Firmnefs and Boldnefs, in a Road fo well
known to him. Fabius, fays Machiavel, was cau-
tious ; Scipio enterprizing: And both fucceeded,
becaufe the Situation of the Roman Affars, during
the Command of each, was peculiarly adapted to
his Genius ; but both would have fail'd, had thefe
Situations been inverted. He is happy, whofe Cir-
cumftances fuit his Temper ; but he is more excellent,
who can fuit his Temper to any Circumftances,

Whaat need is there to difplay the Praifes of
INDUSTRY, and to extol its Advantages, in
the Acquifition of Power and Riches, or in raifing
what we call a Fortune in the World ¢ The Tortoife,
according to the Fable, by his Afliduity, gain'd the

G2 Race
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Race of the Hare, tho’ pofleft of much fuperior
Swiftnefs. A Man’s Time, when well hufbanded,
is like a cultivated Field, of which a few Acres pro-
duce more of what is ufeful to Life, than extenfive
Provinces, even of the richeft Soil, when over-run
with Weeds and Brambles. ’

But all Profpe& of Succefs in Life, or even of
tolerable Subfiftence, muft fail, where a reafonable
FRUGALITY is wanting. The Heap, in-
ftead of encreafing, diminithes daily, and leaves its
Pofleflor fo much more unhappy, that not having
been able to confine his Expences to a larger Reve-
nue, he will ftill lefs be able to live contentedly on 2
fmaller. The Souls of Men, according to Plato *,
inflam’d with impure Appetites, and lofing the Body,
which alone afforded Means of Satisfaction, hover
about the Earth, and haunt the Places, where their
Bodies are repofited ; pofleft with a longing Defire
to recover the loft Organs of Senfation. So may we
fee worthlefs Prodigals, having confum'd their For-
tunes in wild Debauches, thrufting themfelves into
every plentiful Table, and every Party of Pleafure,
hated even by the vicious, and defpis'd even by
Fools.

® Phades

Tux
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TnE one Extreme of Frugality'is Avarice, which,
as it both deprives a Man of all Ufe of his Riches,
and checks Hofpitality and every focial Enjoyment,
is juftly cenfur'd on adouble Account: Prodigality,
the other Extreme, is commonly more hurtful to a
Man himfelf ; and each of thefe Extremes is blam’d
above the other, according to the Temper of the
Perfon who cenfures; and according to-his greater or
lefs Senfibility to Pleafure, either focial or fenfual,

ALL Men, ’tis allowd, are equally defirous of
Happinefs ; but all Men are not equally fuccefsful in
the Purfuit : Of which one chief Caufe is the.common
Want of STRENGTH of MIKN D, which
might enable us to refift the Temptation of prefent
Eafe or Pleafure, and carry us forward in the Search
of more diftant Profit and Enjoyment. Our Affec-
tions, on.a general Profpett of their Objects, form
certain Rules of Condu&, and ceriain Meafures of
Preference of one above another: And thefe De-
cifions, tho’ really the Refult of our calm Pailions,
and Propenfities, (for what elfe can proncunce any
Obje&t eligible or the contrary ?) are yet faid, by.a
natural Abufe of Terms, to be the Determinations
of pure Reafen and Refle@tion. But when fome of
thefe Objedts approach nearer us, or acquire the Ad-
vantages of favourable Lights and Pofitions, which

G 3 catch
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catch the Heart or Imagination ; our gencral Refo-
lutions are frequently confounded, a fmall Enjoyment
preferr’d, and lafting Shame and Sorrow entail'd
wpon us. And however Poets may employ their
Wit and Eloquence, in celebrating prefent Pleafure,
and rejecting all diftant Views to Fame, Health, or
Fortune ; ’tis obvious, that this Practice is the Source
ef all Diffolutenefs and Debauchery, Repentance
and Mifery. A Man of a flrong and determin’d
‘Temper adheres tenacioufly to his general Refolu-
tions, and is neither feduc'd by the Allurements of
Pleafure, nor terrify’d by the Menaces of Pains
but keeps ftill in View thofe diftant Purfuits, by which
he, at once, enfures his Happinefs and his Ho-
nour,

SeLr-saTISFACTION, at leaft in fome Degree, is
an Advantage, that equally attends the FOOL
and the WISE-M A N: But ’tis the only one ;
nor is there any other Circumftance in the Conduct
of Life, where they are upon an equal Footing,
Bufinefs, Books, Converfation; for all of thefe, a
Fool is totally incapacitated, and except condemn’d
by his Station to the coarfeft Drudgery, remains a
ufelefs Burthen upon the Earth. Accordingly, ’tis
found, that Men are infinitely jealous of their Cha-
rafter in this Particular ; and many Inftances are
feen of Profligacy and Treachery, the moft avow’d,

ard
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and unreferved ; none of bearing patiently the Im-
putation of Ignorance and Stupidity. Dicearchus,
the Macedonian General, who, as Polylius * tells us,
openly erefted one Altar to Impiety, and another to
Injuftice, in order to bid Defiance to Mankind ;
even he, I am well aflur'd, would have ftarted at-
the Epithet of Foo/, and have meditated Revenge for
fo injurious an Appellation. Except the Affeltion of
Parents, the ftrongeft and moft indifloluble Bond in
Natare, no Connexion has Strength fufiicient to fup-
port the Difguft arifing from this Charalter. Love
itfelf, which can fubfit under Treachery, Ingrati-
tude, Malice, and Infidelity, is immediately ex-
tinguifh'd by it, when perceiv’d and acknowledg'd ;
nor are Deformity and Old age more fatal to the Do-
minion of that Paflion. So dreadful are the Ideas
of an utter Incapacity for any Purpofe or Under-
taking, and of continu’d Error and Mifconduét in
Life ! :

Whaen 'tis afk’d, whether a quick or a flow Ap-
prehenfion be moft valuable ! Whether one, that,
at firft View, penetrates far into a Subjet, butcan
perform nothing upon Study ; or a contrary Cha-
racter, which muft work out every Thing by Dint of
Apphcatxon ? Whether a clear Head or a copious

® Lib, 37, Cap. 35.
G 4 Invention 2
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Invention ? Whether a profound Genius or a fure
Judgment ? In fhort, what Charatter, or peculiar
Tuarn of Underftanding is more excellent than
another ? ’Tis evident, we can anfwer none of
_ thefe Queftions, without confidering which of thofe
Qualities capacitates a Man beft for the World, and
carries him fartheft in any of his Undertakings.

IF refin’d Senfe and exalted Senfe be not fo u/zfil
as common Senfe, their Rarity, their Novelty, and
_the Noblenefs of their Obje&ts make fome Compen-
fation, and render them the Admiration of Man-
kind : As Gold, tho’ lefs ferviceable than Iron, ac-
quires, from its Scarcity, a Value, which is much
fuperior.

Tur Defe@ts of Judgment can be fupply’d by no
Art or Invention ; but thofeof MEM OR Y fre-
quently may, both in Bufinefs and in Study, by
Method and Induftry, and by Diligence in commit-
ting every Thing to Paper ; and we fcarce ever hear
a fhort Memory given as a Reafon for a Man’s Wang
of Succefs in any Undertaking. But in antient
Times, when no Man could make a Figure without
the Talent of fpeaking, and when the Audience
were too delicate to bear fuch crude, undigefted
Harangues as our extemporary Orators offer to pub.
lic Aflemblies ; the Faculty of Memory was then of

the
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the utmoft Confequence, and was accordingly much
more valued than at prefent. Scarce any great
Genius is mention’d in Antiquity, who is not cele- -
brated for this Talent; and, Cicero enumerates it
amongft the other fublime Qualities of Cz/ar him-
felf*.

ParTicurar Cuftoms and Manners alter the Ue-
fulnefs of Qualities: they alfo alter their Merit,
Particular Situations and Accidents have, in fome
Degree, the fame Influence. He will always be
more efteem’d, who profefles thofe Talents and Ac-
complithments, which fuit his Station and Pro-
feflion, than he whom Fortune has mifplac’d in the
Part fhe has affign’d him. The private or felfith
Virtues are, in this refpect, more arbitrary than the
public and focial. In other refpedts, they are, per-
haps, lefs liable to Doubt and Controverfy.

In this Kingdom, fuch continu’d Oftentation, of
late Years, has been difplay’d among Men in a&ive
Life, with regard to public Spirit, and among thofe
in fpeculative with regard to Benewolence ; and fo
many falfe Pretenfions to each have been, no doubt,
detected, that Men of the World are apt, without

* Fuit in illo ingenium, ratio, memoria, liter®, cura, cogie -
tatio, diligentia, &, Phillip. 2.

Gs any
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any bad Intention, to difcover a fullen Increduylity
on the head of thefe moral Endowments, and even
fometimes abfolutely to deny their Exiftence and
Reality. In like Manner, I find, that, of old, the
perpetual Cant of the Stoics and Cynics concerning
Pirtue, their magnificent Profeffions and flender Per-
formances, bred a Difguft in Mankind ; and Lucian,
who, tho’ licentious on the Article of Pleafure, is
yet, in other refpetts, a very moral Writer, cannots
fometimes, talk of Virtue, fo much boafted, with-
out betraying Symptoms of Spleen and Irony *.-But
furely, this peevith Delicacy, whence-ever it arifes,
can never be carry’d fo far as to make us deny the
Exiftence of every Species of Virtue, and all Diftinc-
tion of Manners and Behaviour. Befides Diferetion,
Caution, Enterprize, Indufiry, - Affiduity, Frugality,
OEconomy, Good.-fenfe, Prudence, Difcernment ; befides
thefe Virtues, I fay, whole very Names force an
Avowal of their Merit, there are many others,
to which the moft determin’d Sceptifm cannot, fora
Moment, refufe the Tribute of Praife and Appro-
bation : Temperance, Sobriety, Patience, Conflancy,

b ApiTHy TIvE Xat aropaTe Ras Anpee uSyadn Th duve
guragyrey. Luc. Timon. Again, Kai ovvayayoyrsg (o PraoTopor)
sutfawaTnTa MEigaxia TIYTE woAuDpUAAnTOY agsThy Toaywduci.
Jcuro-men. In another Place; Hwy yag sew » worudguArnt®e
QgETN, Xab QUIIG, Xal ELMapuey, Xal TUXY, avemesara Xab
xeva moaypuaTey ovopatas Deor. Concil,

6 Perfeverance,
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Perfexerance, Forethought, Confideratenefs, Secrecys.
Order, Infinuation, Addrefs, Prefence of Mind, Quick-
vefs of Conception, Facility of Expreffion ; thefe and 2
thoufand more of the fame Kind, no Man will ever
deny to be Excellencies and Endowments, As their
Merit confifts in their Tendency to ferve the Perfon,
pofleft of them, without any magnificent Claims of
public -and focial Defert, we are the lefs jealous of”
their Pretenfions, and readily admit them into the
Catalogue of Virtues. We are not fenfible, that,
by this Conceflion, we have pav'd the Way forall
the other moral Excellencies, and cannot confiftently
hefitate any longer, with regard to difinterefied Be-
nevolence, Patriotifm, and Humanity,

It feems, indeed, certain, that firft Appearances
are here, as ufual, extremely deceitful, and that tis
more difficult, in a fpeculative Way, to refolve into
Sclf-love the Merit we afcribe to the Telfilh Virtues -
‘above-mention’d, than that even of the focial Virtues
of Juftice and Beneficence.  For this latter Purpofé,
we need but fay, that whatever Condutt ind Beha-
viour promotes the Good of the Community, is
lov'd, prais’d, and efteem’d by the Community, on
Account of that Utility and Intereft, of which every
one partakes: And tho’ this Affe@tion and Regard

"be, in Reality, Gratitude, not, Self-love, yet a
Diftinttion, even of this obvious Nature, may not
‘ G6 readily
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readily be made by fuperficial Reafoners ; and there
is Room, at leaft, to fupport the Cavil and Difpute
for a Moment. But as Qualities, which tend only
to the Utility of their Poffeffor, without any Refer-
, enceto us, or to the Community, are yet efteem’d
and valu'd ; by what Theory or Syftem can we ac-
count for this Sentiment from Self-love, or deduce it
from that favourite Origin ? There fecems here a
Neceflity of confefling that the Happinefs and
Mifery of others are not Speiacles altogether in-
different to us, but that the View of the. former,
whether in its Caufes or Effeéts, like Sun-fhine or
the Profpe@t of well-cultivated Plains (to carry our
Pretenfions no higher) communicates a fecret Joy
and Satisfattion ; the Appearance of the latter,
like a lowering Cloud or barren Landfkip, throws a
melancholy Damp over the Imagination. And this
Conceflion being once made, the Difficulty is over ;
and a natural, unforc’d Interpretation of the Phz-
nomena of human Life will afterwards, we may
hope, prevail, amongft all fpeculative Enquirers.

PART
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PART I

T may not be improper, in this Place, to exa-

mine the Influence of bodily Endowments and of
the Goods of Fortune, over our Sentiments of Re-
gard and Efteem, and to confider whether thefe
Phznomena. firengthen or weaken the prefent
Theory.

*T1s evident, that one confiderable Source of
Beauty in all Animals is the Advantage they reap
from the particular Fabric or Struture of their Limbs
and Members, fuitable to the particular Manner of
Life, to which they are by Nature deftin’'d. The
juft Proportions of a Horfe, defcrib’d by Xenophon
and Virgil, are the {fame, which are receiv’d at this
_ Day by our modern Jockeys ; becaufe the Founda-
tion, of them is the fame, wiz. Experience of what
is detrimental or ufeful in the Animal, '

Broap Shoulders, a lank Belly, firm Joints,
taper Legs ; all thefe are beautiful in our Species,
becaufe Signs of Force and Vigour. Ideas of Uti.
lity and its contrary, tho’ they do not altogether de-
termine what is handfome or deform’d, are evidently

the
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the Source of a confiderable Part of Approbation or
Diflike.

Ix ancient Times, bodily Strength and Dexterity,
being of greater Uz and Importance in War, was
alfo much more efteem’d and valu'd, than at prefent.
Not to infift on Homer and the Poets, we may ob-
ferve, that Hiftorians {cruple not to mention Force of
Body among the other Accomplifhments even of
Epaminondas, whom they acknowledge'to be the
great'eﬁ Hero, Statefman, and General of all the
Greeks*. A like Praife is given to Pompey, one of
the greateft of the Romans +. This Inftance is
fimilar to what we obferv’d above with regard to
Memory.

Waat Derifion and Contempt, with both Sexes,
attend Impotence ; while the unhappy Obje& is re-

& Diodorus Siculus, Lib.lxs. It may not be “improper to give
the Charaéter of Epaminondas, as drawn by the Hiftorian, in order
to fhow the Ideas of perfe€t Merit, which prevailed in thofe Ages.
In other illuftrious Men, fays he, you will obferve, that each
pofleft fome one fhining Quality, which was the Foundation of his
Fame : In Epaminondas all the Pirtues are found united ; Force of
Body, Eloquence of Expreflion, Vigour of Mind, Contempt of
Riches, Gentlenefs of Difpofition, and ewbar /s chiefly to be re=
garded, Courage and Condu&t in War,

+ Cum alacribus, falrs 5 cumwelocibus, curfu 3 cum walidis recle
* gertabat,  Salluft, apud Veget.

garded
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garded as one depriv'd of fo capital a Pleafure in
Life, and at the fame Time, as difabled from com-
municating it to others. Barrennefs in Women, be-
ing alfo a Species of Inutility, is a Reproach, but
not in the fame Degfee: Of which the Reafon is
very obvious, according to the prefent Theory *.

TuErE is no Rule in Painting or Statuary more
indifpenfible than that of ballancing the Figures,
and placing them with the greateft Exactnefs on their
proper Center of Gravity. A Figure, which is not
juftly ballanc'd is ugly ; becaufe it conveys the dif-

agreeable Ideas of Fall, Harm and Pain +.
: A

® To the fame Purpofe, we may obferve a Phznomenon,
which might appear fomewhat trivial and Iudicrous  if any Thing
could be trivial, which fortify’d Conclufions of fuch Importance ;
or ludicrous, which was employ’d in_a philofophical Reafoning.
*Tisa general Remark, that thofe we call good Women's Men,
who have either fignaliz’d themfelves. by their amorcus Exploits,
or whofe Make of Body or other Symptoms promife any extraordi-
mary Vigour of that Kind, are well receiv’d by the fair Sex, and
natorally engage the Affe@ions even of thofe whofe Virtue or
Situation prevents any Defign of ever giving Employment to thofe
‘Talents. The Imagination is pleas’d with thefe Conceptions, and
entering with Satisfallion into the Ideas of fo favourite an Enjoy-
ment, feels a Complacency and Good-will towards the Perfon. A
like Principle operating more extenfively, i the general Source of
moral Affe€tion and Approbation.

+ All Men are equally liable to Pain and Difeafe and Sicknefs 5
and may again recover Health and Eafe. Thefe Circumftances, as
they make no Biftinction betwixt one Man and another, are no

Source
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A Disposition or Turn of Mind, which quali-
fies a Man to rife in the World, and advance his
Fortune, is entitled to Efteem and Regard, as has
been already explain’d. It may, therefore, naturally
be fuppos’d, that the actual Poffeffion of Riches and
Authority will have a confiderable Influence over
thefe Sentiments.

LET us examine any Hypothefis, by which we can
account for the Regard, pay’d the Rich and Power-
ful : We fhall find none fatisfaCtory but that which
derives it from the Enjoyment, communicated by the
Images of Profperity, Happinefs, Eafe, Plenty,
Command, and the Gratification of every Appetite.
Self-love, for Inftance, which fome affe&t fo much
to confider as the Source of every Sentiment, is

Source of Pride or Humility, Regsrd or Contempt, But comparing
our own Species to fuperior ones, "tis a very mortifying Confideraw
tion, that we fhould be fo liable to all Difeafes and Infirmities 3
and Divines accordingly employ this Topic, in order to deprefs Self-
conceit and Vanity. They would have more Succefs, if the com-
mon Bent of our Thoughts were not perpetually turn’d to compare
ourfelves with each other. The Infirmities of old Age are morti=
fying ; becaufe a Comparifon with the Young may take place. The
King’s Evil is indufirioufly conceal’d, becaufe it affe@s others, and
is tranfmitted to Pofterity. The Cafe is nearly the fame with fuch
Difeafes as convey any naufeous or frightful lmagel 3 the Epilepfy,
for Ioflance, Ulcers, Sores, Scabs, &',

plainly
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plainly infufficient to this Purpofe. Where no Good-
will or Friendthip appears, 'tis difficult to conceive
on what we can found our Hope of Advantage from
the Riches of others ; tho’ we naturally efteem and
refpc the Rich, even before they difcover any
fuch favourable Difpofition towards us.

WE are affe@ed with the {ame Sentiments, when
we lie fo much out of the Sphere of their A&tivity,
that- they cannot even be fuppos’d to poflefs the
Power of ferving us. A Prifoner of War, in all
civiliz'd Nations, is treated with a Regard, fuited to
his Condition ; and Riches, 'tis evident, go far to-
wards fixing the Condition of any Perfon. If Birth
and Quality enter for a Share, this ftill affords us an
Argument to our prefent Purpofe. For what is it
we call a Man of Birth, but one, who is defcended
from a long Succeflion of rich and powerful An.
ceftors, and who acquires our Efteem by his Con-
nexion with Perfons, whom we efteem ? His An-
ceftors, therefore, tho’ dead, are refpected, in fome
Meafure, on Account of their Riches; and confe-
quently, without any Kind of Expe&tation.

BuT not to go fo far as Prifoners of War or the
Dead, to find Inftances of this difinterefted Regard
for Riches ; we may only obferve, with a little At-
tention, thofe Phznomena, that occur in common

Life



1328 SECTION VI

Life and Converfation. A Man, who is himfelf,
we fhall fuppofe, of a competent Fortune, and of
no Profefion, coming inta a Company of Strangers,
naturally treats them with different Degrees of Ref-
pe&t and Deference, as he is inform’d of their dif-
ferent Fortunes and Conditions ; tho’ 'tis impoflible
ke can fo fuddenly propofe, and perhaps would not
accept of, any pecuniary Advantage from them. A
Tiaveller is always admitted into Company, and
meets with Civility, in Proportion as his Train and
Equipage fpeak him a Man of great or moderate
Fortune. In fhort, the different Ranks of Man are,
in a great Mcafure, regulated .by Riches ; and that
with regard to Superiors as well as Inferiors, S‘trangcrs
as well as Acquaintance.

WHAT remains, therefore, but to conclude, that
as Riches are defir'd for ourfelf only as the Means
of gratifying our Appetites, either at prefent or in
fome imaginary future Period ; they beget Efteem
in others merely from their having that Influence.
This indeed is their very Nature or Effgpnce : They
have a diret Reference to the Commodities, Con-
veniencies, and Pleafures of Life: A Banker’s Bill,
who is broke, or Gold in a defart Ifland, would
otherwife be full as valuable. When we approach a-
Man, who is, as we fay, at his Eafe, we are pre- |
fented with the pleafing Ideas of Plenty, Satisfaltion,

Cleanlinefs,
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Cleanlinefs, Warmth; a chearful Houfe, elegan®
Furniture, ready Service, and whatever is defirable
in Meat, Drink, or Apparel. On the contrary,
when a poor Man appears, the difagreeable Images
of Want, Penury, hard Labour, dirty Furniture,
coarfe or ragged Cloaths, naufeors Meat and diftafte-
ful Liquor, immediately ftrike our Fancy. What
elfe do we mean by faying the one is rich, the cther
poor ? And as Regard or Contempt is the natural
Confequence of thefe different Situations in Life;
’tis eafily feen what additional Light and Evidence
this throws on our preceding Theory, with Regard
to all moral Diftinctions *.

® There is fomething very extraordinary, and feemingly une
accountable in the Operation of our Paffions, when we confider
the Fortane and Situation of others, Very often another’s Ade
vancement and Profperity produces Envy, which has a ftrong Mix=
ture of Hatred, and arifes chiefly from the Comparifon of ourfelves
with the Perfon. At the very fame Time, or at leaft, in very
fhort Intervals, we may feel the Paflion of Refpect, which isa
Species of AffeCtion or Good-will, with a Mixture of Humility,
On the other hand, the Misfortunes of our Fellows often caufe
Pity, which has a ftrong Mixtore of Good-will. This Seatiment
of Pity is nearly ally’d to Contempt, which is a Species of Diflike,
along with a Mixture of Pride. I only point out thefe thnomcna,
as & Subject of Speculition to fuch as are curious with regard to
moral Enquiries. *Tis fufficient for the prefent Purpofe to obferve
in general, that Power and Riches commonly caufe Refpect, Pos
verty and Meannefs Contempt, tho® particular Views and Incidents
may fometimes raife the Paffions of Envy and of Pity.

A Max,
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A Mav, who has cur'd himfelf of all ridiculous
Prepofieflions, and is fully, fincerely, and fteddily
convinc'd, from Expericnce as well as Philofuphy,
that the Differences of Fortune make lefs Difference
in Happinefs than is vulgarly imagin'd ; fuch a one
meafures not out Degrees of Efteem according to the
Rent-rolls of his Acquaintance. He may, indeed,
externally pay a fuperior Deference to the great Lord
above the Vaffal ; becaufe Riches are the moft con-
venient, being the moft fixt and determinate, Source
of Diftin&ion : But his internal Sentiments are more
regulated by the perfonal Charaéters of Men, than
by the accidental and c:ipricious Favours of For-

tune.

In moft Countries of Europe, Family, that is,
hereditary Riches, mark’d with Titles and Symbols
from the Sovereign, is the chief Source of Diftinc-
tion. In England, more Regard is paid to prefent
Opulence and Plenty. Each Prattice has its Ad-
vantages and Difadvantages.. Where Birth is re-
{peted, unadlive {piritlefs Minds remain in haughty
Indolence, and dream of nothing but Pedigrees and
Geneaiogies : The generous and ambitious feek
Honour and Command and Reputation and Favour.
Where Riches are the chief Idol, Corruption, Ve.
nality, Rapine prevail : Arts, Manufaétures, Com-

merce,
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merce, Agriculture flourith. The formér Prejudice,
being favourable to military Virtue, is more fuited
to Monarchies. The other being the chief Spur to
Induftry, agrees better with a republican Govern-
ment. And we accordingly find, that each of thefe
Forms of Government, by varying the Urility of
thofe Cuftoms, has commonly a proportionable
Effet on the Sentiments of Mankind.

SECTION






(143 )

SECTION VIL

Of QuALITIES immediately agreeabl? 2o
Ourfelves.

WHOEVER has paft an Evening with
ferious melancholy People, and has ob.
ferv’d how fuddenly the Converfation was animated,
and what Sprightlinefs diffus’d itfelf over the Coun-
tenance, Difcourfe, and Behaviour of every one,
on the Acceffion of a good-humour'd, lively Coin’-
panion ; fuch a one, I fay, will eafily allow, that
CHEERFULNESS carries great Merit with
it, and naturally conciliates the Affe&tion and Good-
will of Mankind. No Quality, indeed, more rea- .
dily ¢ommunicates itfelf to all around ; becaufe
none has a greater Propenfity to difplay itfelf, in
jovial Talk and pleafant Entertainment. The Flame
fpreads thro’ the whole Circle ; and the moft fullen
‘and morofe are often caught by it, That the me-

lancholy
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lancholy hate the merry, even tho' Horace faysit, I
have fome Difficulty to allow ; becaufe I have al-
ways obferv'd, that, where the Jollity is moderate
and decent, ferious People are fo much the more de-
ﬁghted, that it diﬁipatcsr the Gloom, with which
they are commonly oppreft ; and gives them an un-
ufual Satisfaltion and Enjoyment.

From this Influence of Cheerfulnefs, both te
communicate itfelf, and to engage Approbation, we
may perceive, that there are another Set of Virtues,
which, without any Utility or any Tendency to
farther Good, either of the Community or of the
Poffeflor, diffufe a SatisfaCtion on the Beholders,
and conciliate Friendthip and Regard. Their im-
mediate Senfation, to the Perfon poffeft of them,
is agreeable: Others enter into the fame Humour,
and catch the Sentiment, by a Contagion or natural
Sympathy : And as we cannot forbear loving what-
ever pleafes, a kindly Emotion arifes towards the
Perfon, who communicates fo much Delight and
Satisfaltion. He is a more animating Spetacle :
His Prefence diffufes over us more ferene Compla-
tency and Enjoyment: Our Imagination, entering
into his Feelings and Difpofition, is affefted in a
more agreeable Manner, than if a melancholy, de-
je&ted, fullen, anxious Temper were prefented to

our Notice and Obfervation. Hence the Affeition
and
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and Approbation, which attends the former: The
Averfion and Difguft, with which we regard the
latter *. 4

Few Men would eavy the Charatter, which C¢/ar
gives Caffius,

Heloves no Play,
As thou do’ft, Anthony : He hears no Mufics
Seldom hefmiles ; and {miles in fuch a Sort,
As if he mocke himfelf, and fcorn'd his Spirit
That could be mov'd to {mile at any thing.

Not only fuch Men, as Czfar adds, are commonly
dangerous, but alfo, having little Enjoyment within
themfelves, they.can never become agreeable to
others, or contribute any Thing to focial Pleafure
and Entertainment. In all polite Nations and Ages,
+ a Relifh of Pleafure, if accompany’d with Tempe-
yance and Decency, is efteem’d a confiderable

® There is no Man, who, on particular Occafions, is not af=
fefted with all the difagreeable Paffions, Fear, Anger, Deje&tion,
Grief, Melancholy, Amxiety, &¢. But thefe, fo far as they are
patural, and univerfal, make no Difference betwixt one Man and
apother, and can never be the Objeét of Blame. ’Tisonly when
| the Difpofition gives a Propamfisy to amy of thefe difagreeable
Paffions, that they disfigure the Charalter, and by giving UneaGinels>
convey the Seitisient of Difappobation to the SpeQater,

H - - Mei,
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Merit, even in the gréateft Men ; and becomes ftill
more requifite in thofe of inferior Rank and Cha-
rater. 'Tis an agreeable Reprefentation, which a
French Writer gives of the Situation of his own
Mind in this Particalar. Firtue I love, fays he,
avithout duflerity : Pleafure, awithout Effeminacy : And
Life, awithout fearing its End *. ’

Whao is not ftruck with any fignal Inftanee of
GREATNESS of MIND or Dignity of
Charatter ; with Elevation of Sentiments, Difdain
“of Slavery, and with that noble Pride and Spirit,
which arifes from confcious Worth and Virtue ?
‘The Sublime, f{ays Longinus, is often nothing but the
Echo or Image of Magnanimity ; and where this
Quality appears in any one, even without uttering a
Syllable, it excites our Applaufe and Admiration ;
‘as may be obferv'd of the famous Silence of 4jar in
the Odyffey, which exprefles more noble Difdain and
refolate Indignation, than any Language can con-

vey +.

Were I Alexander, fay’d Parmenio, I awould accepe
of thefe Offers made by Darius.  So wauld I too, reply’d
Alexander, awere IParmenio. This Saying is admir-
able, fays Longinus, from a like Principle 1. .

® Paime le oertu, fans r@ﬁ’;

T aime le plaifir, fans moleffe g
Jraime la wie, & w’en crains point la fin, St. Evremond.

* QP- Ge I Tdem,
GOy
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G O’ cries the fame Herq to his Soldiers, when
they refus’d to follow him to the Indies, go tell your
Countrymen, you left Alexander compleating the Con-
queft of the World. ¢ Alexander,” f{aid the Prince of
Condé, who always admir’d the Paflage, ¢ abandon'd
¢ by his Soldiers, amongft Barbarians, not yet fully
¢ fubdu’d, felt in himfelf fuch a Dignity and Right
¢« of Empire, that he conld not believe it pofiible
“ any one would refufe to obey him. Whether in
¢ Earope or in Afia, amongf Greeks or Perfians, all
¢« was indifferent to him : Wherever he found Men,
¢ he fancy'd he would find Subjeéts.”

-

Tue Confident of Medea in the Tragedy recom-
mends Caution and Submiffion ; and enumerating
all the Diftreffes of that unfortunate Heroine, afks
her, what fhe has to fupport her againft {fo many
Enemies. Myfelf, replies the ; BLypelf, I fay ; and
it is enough. Boileau juftly recommends this Paffage
as an Inftance of true Sublime *.

WueN Phocion, the modeft, the gende Phlocion,
‘wvas led to Execution, he turn’d about to one of his
*ellow-fuﬁ'erers, who was lamenting his own hard

8 Refleftion 10 fur Longin,

H:2 Fate.
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Fate. Isit not Glory emough for you, fays he, that-yos
-die along awith Phodion * ¢

Prace in Oppofition the Pifture which Tacitas

&raws of Pitellius, fallen from Empire, prolonging
his Ignominy from a wretched Love of Life, de-

tiver'd aver to the mercilefs Rabble ; toff, buffetted,

sand kickt about ; and conftrain’d, by their holding
2 Poynard under his Chin, to raife his Head, and
expofe himfelf to every Contumely. What abjett
Infamy ! What low Humiliation ! Yet even here,
fays the Hiftorian, he difcover'’d fome Symptoms of
2 Mind not altogether degenerate. To a Tribune,
who infulted him, he reply’d, I am f#ill your Em-
peror .

" WE never excufe the abfolute Want of Spirit and
Dignity of Charalter, or a proper Senfe of what is

due o one's felf, in Society and the common Inter- |

@ Plutarch inPhoc, -~

4+ Tacit. Hift, Lib, 3. The Aathor entering upos the Nar-.'
«eation fays, Laniata wefie, fedum [peftaculum ducebatur, multis in-
crepantibusy aullo inlacrimante ; deformitas exitus mifericosdiana

abftulerat. To enter thoroughly into this Method of thinking,
umuft make Allowance for the antient Maxims, that nio one ough
. -to prolong his Life after it became difhonourable ; but as he

slways a Right to difpofe of it, it then becamse a Duty to
aith it i
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courfe of Life. This Vice conftitutes what we pré-'
perly call Meannefs ; when a Man can fubmit to the
bafeft Slavery, in order to gain his Ends ; fawn upon:
thofe, who abufe him ; and degrade himfelf by In-
timacies and Familiarities with undeferving Inferiors.
A certain Degree of generous Pride or Self-value is.
forequifite, that the Abfence of it in the Mind dif--
pleafes after the fame Manner, as the Want of a.
Nofe, Eye, or any of the moft material Features of’
the Face or Members of the Body *.

Tue Utility of COURA GE, both to the
Public and to the Perfon poffeft of it, is an obvious:
Foundation of Merit: But to any one, who con-
fiders the Matter juftly, it will appear, that this
Quality has a peculiar Luftre, which it derives alto-
gether from itfelf, and from that noble Elevation
infeperable from it. Its Figure, drawn by Painters.
and by Poets, difplays, in each Feature, a Sublimity

® ‘The Abfence of a Virtue may often be a Vice ; and thatof
the higheft Kind ; as in the Inftance of Ingratitude, as well as.
Meannefs. Where we expect a Beauty, the Difappointment gives:
an uneafy Senfation, and produces a. real Deformity, An Abje&t--
mefs of CharaQer, likewife, is difgutful and contemptible in an-
other View.. Where a Man has no Senfe of Value in himfelf, we"
are not likely to have any higher Eftimation of him. And if the-
fame Perfon, who crouches to his Superiors, is infolent to his Infe<-
riors (as often happens) this Contrariety of Behaviour, inftead of
correfting the former Vice, aggravates it extremely, by the Ads-
dition of a Vice, flill more odious, See Set, 8.

H 3 and:
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and daring Confidence ; which catches the Eye, en-
gages the Affeftions, and diffufcs, by Sympathy, a
like Sublimity of Sentiment over every Spe&ator.

Unper what glorious Colours does Demofthenes *
reprefent Philip ; where the Orator apologizes for
his own Adminiftration, and juftifies that pertipa-
cious Love of Liberty, with which he had infpird
the Athenians. < 1beheld Philip,” fays ke, « he,
“ with whom was your Conteflt, refolutely, while
“ in Purfuit of Empire and Dominion, expofing
 himfeif to every Wound ; his Eye goar'd, his
¢ Neck wrefted, his Arm, his Thigh pierc’d,
“ whatever Part of his Body Fortune fhould feize
“ on, that cheerfully relinquithing, provided that,
 with what remain’d, he might live in Honour and
“ Renown. And fhall it be faid, that he, born in
¢ Pella, a Place heretofore mean and ignoble, fhould

¢ be infpir'd with fo high an-Ambition and Thirft |

¢ of Fame: While you, Artbenians,” &c. Thefe
Praifes excite the higheft Admiration; but the
Views prefented by‘ the Orator, carry us not, we
fee, beyond the Hero himfelf, nor even regard the
future advantageous Confequences of his Valour.

Tne martial Temper of the Romans, inflam’d by

continual Wars, had rais’d their Efteem of Courage

® ProCorona, -

foy

I
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fo high, that, in their Language, it was call'd
Virtue, by way of Excellence and Diftin&tion from
‘all other moral Qualities.  The Suevi, in the Opi-
nion of Tacitus*, dreff their Hair awith a laudalle
Intent : Not for the Purpofes of loving or being belon'd
Tkey adorn’d themfelves only for their Enemies, and in
order to appear more terrible, A Sentiment of the
Hiftorian, which would found a little oddly, in other
Nations and other.Ages.

Tue Scythians, according to Hercdotus +, after
fleaing the Skin from the Heads of their Enemies,
whom they have flain, drefs it like Leather, and ufe
it as a Towel; and whoever has moft of thefe
Towels is moft efteem’d amongft them. So much
had martial Bravery, in that Nation, as well as in
‘many others, deftroy’d the Sentiments of Humanity ;
a Virtue furely much more ufeful and engaging.

*T'1s indeed obfervable, that, amongft all uncul-
tivated Nations, which have not, as yet, had full
Experience of the Advantages, attending Benefi-
cence, Juftice, and the focial Virtues, Courage is
the predominant Exccllence ; what is moft celebrated
by Poets, recommended by Parents and Inftrutors,
and admir'd by the Public in general. The Ethics

® Demoribus Germs  + Lib, 4.
H 4 of
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of Homer are, in this Particular, very different from
thofe of Fenelon, his elegant Imitator ; and fuch as
are well fuited to an Age, wherein one Hero, as re-

markt by Thucydides *, could atk another, without

Offence, if he was a Robber or not. Such alfo,
very lately, was the Syftem of Ethics, that prevail'd
in many barbarous Parts of Ireland ; if we may
credit Spenfer, in his judicious Accosnt.of the State
of that Kingdom +.

Or the fame Clafs of Virtues with Courage is that
undiftarb’d, philofophical TRANQUILLITY,
fuperior to Pain, Sorrow, Anxiety, and each Affault
of adverfe Fortune. Confcious of his own Virtue,
fay the Philofophers, the Sage elevates himfelf above
every Accident of Life; and fecurely plac'd in the
Temple of Wifdom, looks down on inferior Mor-
tals, engag’d in Purfuit. of Honours, Ridies, Re-
putation, and each. frivolous Enjoyment. Thefe:
Pretenfions, no douht, when ftretch’d to the utmoft,,

® Lib, 1y

+ 1t is & common Ufe, fays ke, smongtt thelr Gentlemen™

Sons, that, as foon as they are able to ufc their- Weapons, theyp

firait gather to themfelves three or-four- Stragglers or Kem, with

whom wandering a while up and dowa idly the Country, takisg:
only Meat, he at laft falleth into fome bad Qccafion, that fhall be
offer’d 5 which beiog once made known, he is thenceforth counted
a Manof Worth, in whom theseis Cousage.

are
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are much too magnificent for human Nature. They
carry, ‘however, a Grandeur, with them, which:
feizes the Speftator, and firikes him with Admira--
tion. And the nearer we.can approach, in Pradtice,.
to this fublime Tranquillity and Indifference (for we:
muft diftinguith it from a fupid Infenfibility) the.
more fecure. Enjoyment fhall we attain within our--
felves, and the more Greatnefs of Mind fhall we:
difcover to the World. The philofophical Tran.-
quillity may, indeed, be confider'd only as-a.Branch»
of Magnanimity. '

Wao admires not Soerates ;. his perpetual Serenity:-
and Contentment, amidft the greateft Poverty and..
domeftic Vexations; his refolute Contempt of Riches,
and magnanimous Care of preferving Liberty, .
while he refufed all Affiftance from his Friends and
Difciples, and avoided even the Dependance of an:
Obligation }  Epiftetushad not fo much as a Door to -
his little. Houfé. or Hovel ; and therefore, foon loft .
his Iron Lamp, thé only Furniture he had worth
taking. But refolving to difappoint all Robbers for -
the future, he fupply’d its Place with an earthen -
Lamp, which he very peaceably kept Pofleflion of.
ever after. - o

v

Hs b
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In Antiquity, the Heroes of Philofophy, as well |
as thofe of War and Patriotifm, have a Grandeur
and Force of Sentiment, which aftonithes our nar-
row Souls, and is rafhly rejected as extravagant and
fupernatural.  They, in their Turn, Iallow, would
have had equal Reafon to confider, asromantic and
incredible, the Degree of Humanity, Clemency,
Order, Tranquillity, and other focial Virtues, to
which, in. the' Adminiftration of Government, we
have attain’d in modern Times, had any one been
then able to have made a fair Reprefentation of
them. Such is the Compenfation, which Nature,
" or rather Education has made, in the Diftribution of

Excellencies and Virtues, in thefe different Ages.

JI'ag Meritof BEN EVVOLENCE, arifing from
its Utility, and its Tendency to the Good of Man-
kind, has been already explain’d, and is, nodoubt; the
Source of a confiderable Part of that Efteem, which is
fo univerfally pay'd it. But it will al{o be allow’d, that
the very Softnefs and Tendernefs of the Sentiment,
its engaging Endearments, its fond Expreffions, its de-
licate Attentions, and all that Flow of mutual Con-
fidence and Regard, which enter into a warm At-
tachment of Love awd Friendfhip: It will be al-

.'d, Ifay, that thefe Feelings being delightful in:
themfelves, are neceffarily communicated to the

SpeQators,
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Spettators, and melt them into the fame Fondnefs
and Delicacy. The Tears naturally ftart in our
Eyes on the Obfervation of a warm Sentiment of
this Nature : Our Breaft heaves, our Heart is agitat-

-ed, and every humane tender Principle of our Frame,
is fet in Motion, and gives us the pureft and moft
fatisfattory Enjoyment,

*WHEN Poets form Defcriptions of Elyzian Fields,
where- the bleflfed Inhabitants ftand in no Need of
each other’s Afliftance, they yet reprefent them, as

_maintaining a conftant Entercourfe of Love and
_ Friendfhip, and footh our Fancy with the pleafing
Image of thefe {oft and gentle Paffions. The Idea
of tender Tranquillity in a paftoral Arcadia is agree-
able from a like Principle, as has been obferv'd

above *, N

Wio would live amidft perpetual Wrangling, and'
Scolding, and mutual Reproaches ! ' The Rough-
nefs and Harfhnefs of thefe- Emotions difturb and
difpleafe us : We fuffer by Contagion and Sympathy;

_nor can we remain indifferent Spetators, even tho®
certain, that no pernicious Confequences would ever
follow from fuch angry Paffions.

® Scct, 5. Patm
HE6 As
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As'a certain Proof, that the whole Merit of Bene-
volence is not deriv’d from its Ufefulnefs, we may
obferve, that, in -akind Way. of Blame, we fay,-a
Perfon is o0 good ; when-he exceeds his-Part in So-
ciety, and carries his Attention for others beyond the:
proper Bounds and Meafure: Inlike Manner, we.
fay a Man is too bigh-fpirited, too intrepid, too indiffer-
ent abaut Fortune : Reproaches, which really, at the.
bottom, imply more Regard and Efteem-than many.
Panegyrics. Being accuftom’d to rate the Merit and.
Demerit of Charalters chiefly by their ufeful or per-
nicious Tendencies, we cannot forbear applying the
Epithet of Blame, when we difcover a Sentiment, .
which rifes to a. Degree that is hurtful : But it may
ﬁdppen, at the fame Time, that its noble Elevation,. -
or its engaging Tendernefs fo feizes the Heart, as ‘
rather to encreafe our Friendfhip and Concern for
the Perfon *. ‘

Tre Amours and Attachments of Harsy the IVth, -
dyring the civil Wars of the League, ‘frequently hurt
“his Intereft and his-Caufe ; but all the young, at ‘

® Cheerfulnefs could fearce 2dmit of Blame from its Excefs, ‘
wereit not, that diffolate Mirth, withouta proper Caufe or Sub-
je€t, is a fure Symptom and Characterifiic of Folly, .and on that
Account, difguftful,

‘leaft,

.
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Jeaft, and amorous, who can fympathize with that
Paffion, will allow, that this very .Weaknefs (for
they will Teadily call it fuch) chiedly endears that.
‘Hero, and intertfts them in his Fortunes,

Tue exceflive Bravery and refolste Inflexibility of

' .Charles the XIIth ruin’d his own. Country, and in-

+fefted all his Neighbours : But have fuch Splendour

.and Greatnefs intheir Appearance, as ftrike us with.

Admiration ; and they mjght, in fome Degree, be

even apprav'd of, if they betray'd not fometimes ton
-&vident Symptoms of Madnefs and Diforder.

THE. Athenians pretended -to the firft Invention qf
‘Agriculture and of -Laws ; and always valu’d them-
felves extremely on the Benefit thereby procur'd to
.the whole Race of Maukind. They alfo boafted,
and with Reafon, of their warlike Enterprizes;
particularly againft. thofe innumerable Fleets and
Armies of Perfians, which invaded Greece during
-the Reign of Darius and of Xerxes. But tho’ there
-be no Comparifon, in Paintof Utility, betwixt:thefe
-peaceful and military .Honours ; yet we find, that
-the Orators, - who ‘have wrote fuck elaborate Rage-
.gy¥ics on that:famousCity, ‘have:chicfly. triumphdin

- -difplaying the warlike Atchievments. Lyfias, Fbuey-
dides, Plato.and ..ybcram;.difcow, .ath.of ' them, -the
fame Partiality : .which, -tha’ .condemg’d by -calm

1 Reafon
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‘Reafon and Refleftion, appears fo natural in the
-Mind of Man.

"T'1s obfervable, that the great Charm of Poetry
confifts in lively Piftures of the fublime Paflions,
'Magnanimity, Courage, Difdain of Fortune ; or
‘thofe of the tender Affeftions, Love and Friend!hx'p 3
which warm the Heart, and diffufe over us fimilar
Sentiments and Emotions. And tho’ every Kind of
Paflion, even the mott difagreeable, fuch as Grief
and Anger, are obferv’d, when excited by Poetry,
to convey a Pleafure and Satisfattion, from a Me-
chanifm of Nature, not eafy to be explain’d: Yet
thofe more elevated or fofter Affetions have z pecu-
“liar Influence, and pleafe from more than one Caufe
or Principle. - Not to mention, that they alone in-
tereft us in the Fortune of the Perfons réprefented,
or communicate any Efteem and Affe@ion for their
Charaler.

Anxp can it poflibly be doubted, that this Talent
itfelf of Poets, to- move the Paflions, this PA-
THETIC and SUBLIME of Sentiment, is. 2
-very confiderable Merit, and. being enhanc’d by its
extreme Rarity, may exalt the Perfon poffeft of it, -
-above every Charaéter of the Age, in which he
lives ? The Prudence, Addrefs, Steadinefs, and be-
nign Government of Auguffius, adorn’d with all the
: Splendour
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Splendour of his noble Birth and imperial Crown,
render him but an unequal Coempetitor for Fame
with Virgil, who lays nothing into the oppofite Scale
but the divine Beauties of his poetical Genius.

Tue very Senfibility to thefe Beauties or a
DELICACYof Tafte, is itfelf a Beauty in any
Charafter; as conveying the pureft, the moft dur-
able, and moft innocent of all Enjoyments.,

Tuese are fome Inftances of the Species of
Virtue, that are prais’d from the immediate Pleafure,
which they communicate to the Perfon, pofleft of
them. No Views of Utility or of future beneficial
Confequences enter into this Sentiment of Appro-
bation ; yet is it of a fimilar Kind to that other
Sentiment, which arifes from Views of public or
private Utility. The fame focial Sympathy, we may
abferve, or Fellow-feeling with human Happinefs or
Mifery, gives Rife to both ; and this Analogy in all
the Parts of the prefent Theory may juftly be re-
garded as a Confirmation of it,

SECT,
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SECTION VIIL

Of QuaLrr TIES immediately agreeable to
Qthers *,

§ the mutual Shocks, in Seciety, and the Op-

pofitions of Intereft and Self-love have con-
firain’d ‘Mankind to eftablith the Laws of Fuffice;
“in order to preferve the Advantages of common Af-
fitance and Prote&ion : in like Manner, theeternal
‘Contrarieties, in Company, of Men’s Pride and Self-
conceit have introduc’d the Rules of GOOD-
MANNERS or POLITENESS, in order to
facilitate the Intercourfe of Minds, and an un-
difturb’d Commerce and Converfation. Amongft

® *Tis the Definition of Virtue,. that “tis a Quality of rhe Mind
agreeable to or approv’d of by every ome, thas confiders or conteme
platesie. But fome Qualities produce Pleafore, becaufe they are
ufeful to Society, or ufeful or agreeable to the Perfon himfelf 5
others produce it more nnmdmely Which is the Clafs of Virtues

Bere confider'd,
well-bred
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well-bred People, a mutual Deference is affetted ;
Contempt of others difguis’d : Authority conceal'd :
- Attention given to each in his Turn : And an eafy
Stream of Converfation maintain’d, without Vehe-
mence, without mutual Interruption, without Eager-
nefs for Victory, and without any Airs of Superio-
rity. Thefe Attentions and Regards are immediately
agreeatle to others, abftradted from any Regard to-
Utility or beneficial Tendencies: They conciliate
Affe&tion, promote Efteem, and enhance extremely
the Merit of the Perfon, who regulates his Behaviour
by them.

Many of the Forms of Breeding are arbitrary
-and cafual : But the Thing expreft by them is fiill
the fame. - A Spaniard goes out of his own Houfe
before his Gueft, to fignify, that he leaves him
Mafter of all. In other Countries,‘ the Landlord
walks out laft, as a common Mark of Deference and
Regard. ’

Bur in order to render aMan perfe Good-compary,

he muft have WIT and INGENUITY as well as

. Good-manners. What Wit is, it may not be eafy to
define ; but 'tis eafy furely to determine, that 'tis a

Quality immediately agreeable to others, and com-

municating, on its firlt Appearance, a lively Joy and

Satisfaction to every one, that has any Comprehen-

fion
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fion of it. 'The moft profound Metaphyfics, indeed,
might be employ’d, in explaining the various Kinds
and Species of Wit; and many Claffes of it, which
are now receiv'd on the fimple Teftimony of Tafte
and Sentiment, might, perhaps, be refolv’d into
more general Principles. But this is fufficient for
our prefent Purpofe, that it does affe& Tafte and
Sentiment, and beftowing an immediate Enjoyment,
is a fure Source of Approbation and Affection. ‘

In Countries, where Men pafs all their Time in
Converfation, and Vifits and Affemblies, thefe compa-
nionable Qualities, fo to fpeak, are of high Eftima-
“tion, and form a chief Part of perfonal Merit. In
Countries, where Men live a more domeftic Life,
and either are employ’d in Bufinefs or amufe them-
“felves in a narrower Circle of Acquaintance, the
more folid Qualities are chiefly regarded. Thus, I
have obferv’d, that, amongft the French, the firft
Queftions, with regard to a Stranger, ate, Fs /e
polite 7 Has be Wit? In our own Country, the
chief Praife beftow’d is always that of a good-nat'ur‘d,
Jenfible Felloaw.

In Converfation, the lively Spirit of Dialogue is
agreeable, even to thofe who defire not to have any
‘Share of the Difcourfe : Hence a Teller of long
Stories or a pompous Declaimer is very little approv’d

of.
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of. But moft Men defire likewife their Share in the
Converfation, and ‘regé.rd with a very evil Eye,
that Loguacity, which deprives them of a Right they
are naturally fo jealous of.

THERE are a Set of harmlefs Lyars, frequently to
be met with in Company, who deal much in the Ma-
velous and Extraordinary. Their ufual Intention isto
pleafe and entertain ; but as Men are delighted with ‘
nothing but what they conceive to be Truth, thefe
People miftake extremely the Means of pleafing,
and incur univerfal Blame, Some Indulgence, how.
ever, to Lying or Fiction is given in Alumourous
Stories ; becaufe it is there agreeable and enter-
taining ; and Truth is not of any Importance,

Eroquence, Genius of all Kinds, even good
Senfe, and found Reafoning, when it rifes to an |
eminent Degree, and is employ'd upon Subjeéts of |
'any confiderable Digniiy and nice. Difcernment;
all thefe Qualities feem immediately agreeable, and i
have a Merit diftin& from their Ufefulnefs. Rarity,.
Lkewife, which fo much enhances the Price of every |
Thing, muft fet an additional Value on thefe noble
‘Talents of the human Mind.

MODESTY may be underftood in different
Senfes, even abftraled from Chaflity, which has
been
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been already treated of. It fometimes means that
“Tendernefs and Nicety of Honour, that Apprehen-
fion of Blame, that Dread of Intrufion or Injury to-
wards others, that Paxdor, which is the proper Guar-
dian of every Kind of Virtue, and a fure Preferva-
tive againft Vice and Corruption, But its moft ufual
Meaning is, when itis oppos’d to Impudence and Ar-
rogance, and exprefles a Diffidence of aur own Judg-
ment, and a due Attentjon and Regard to others.
In young Men chiefly, this Quality is a fure Sign of
Good-fenfe ; and is alfo the certain Means of aug.
menting that Endowment, by preferving their Ears
open to Infiruftion, and making them fill grafp after
new Attainments. But it has a farther Charm te
every Speftator ; by flattering each Man’s Vanity,
and prefenting the Appearance of a docile Pupil,
who receives, with proper Attention and Refped,
every Word they utter *. A

@ Men have in general a much greater Propenfity to over-value
‘than under-value themfelves 3 notwithitanding the Opinion of
Ariftotle. This makes us more jeslous of the Excefs on the formes
Side, and caufes us to regard, with a particular Indulgence, al}
Tendency to Modefty and Self-diffidence ; as efteeming the Danger
lefs of falling intoany viciows Extreme of that Nature. °Tis thus,

_4n Countries, where Men's Bodies are apt to exceed-in Corpulency,
jperfonsl Beauty is plac’d in a much greater Degreeof Slendernefs,
than in Countries where that is the moft ufusl Defect. Being fo
often firuek with Inflances of one Species of Deformity, Men
think they can gever keep at too great a Diftance from it, m:llmﬁ

: ways

.
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A Desire of Fame, Reputation, or a Chara&er'
with others, is fo far from being blameable, that it
feems

always to have a Leaning to the oppofite Side. In like Manner,
were the Door open’d to Self-praife, and were Montaigne’s
Maxim obferv’d, that one fhould fay as frankly, I bave Senfe, I
bawe Learning, I bave Courage, Beauty, or Wit ; as tisfure we
often think fo ; were this the Cafe, I fay, every one is fenfible,
that fuch 2 Flood of Impertinence would break in upon us as
would render Society altogether intolerable. For this Reafon
Cuftom has eftablifb’d it as a Rule, in common Societies, that
Men fhould never praife themfelves, and not even fpeak much
of themfelves ; and “tis only amongf intimate Friends or People
of very manly Behaviour, that one is allow’d to do himfelf
Juftice. No body finds fault with Maurice, Prince of Orange,
for his Reply to one, who afk’d him whom he efleem’d the firft
General of the Age, The Marguis de Spinola, faid he, is the
Jecond.  Tho® “tis even obfervable, that the Self-praife imply’d

"'is here better imply’d, than if it had been diretly exprefs’d,
without any Cover or Difguife,

He muft be a very fuperficial Thinker, who imagines, that all
Inflances of mutual Deference are to be underflood in carneft,
and that a Man would be more efteemable for being ignorant of
his own Merits and Accomplithments, A fmall Byafs towards
Moudetty, even in the internal Sentimeats, is favourably regarded,
efpecially in young People ; and a ftrong Byafs is requir’d in the
outward Behaviour : But this excludes not a noble Pride and -
Spirit, which may openly difplay itfelf in its full Extent, when
one lies under Calumny or Oppreflion of any Kind. The gene:
gous Contumacy of Socrates, as Cicero calla it, has been highly
celebrated in all Ages ; and when join'd to the ufual Modesty of
his Behaviour, forms a moft fhining Charaller. Iphicrates, the
Arbenian General, being accus’d of betraying the Interefts of
his Country, afk’d bis Accufer, Would you, fays he, ona like

Occafion,
2
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feems infeparable from Virtue, Genius, Capacity,
and a generous or noble Difpofition. An Attention,
even to trivial Matters, in orderto pleafe, is alfo
expefted and demanded by Society ; and no one is
furpriz'd, if he finds a Man in Company, to obferve
a greater Elegance of Drefs and more pleafant Flow
of Converfatidn, than when he‘ pafles his Time, at
home, and altogether with his own Family. Where-
in, then, confifts VA N I'TY, which is fo juftly
regarded as a Fault or Imperfection ? It feems to
confift chiefly in fuch an intemperate Difplay of our
Advantages, Honours and Accomplifhments ; in
fuch an importunate and open Demand of Praife and
Admiration, as is offenfive to others, and encroaches
too far on their fecret Vanity and Ambition. It is
befides a fure Symptom of the Want of true Dignity

Occafion, bawe been guilty of that Crime By no Means, reply’d
the other. And can you then iwiagine, cry’d the Hero, that
Iphicrates would be guilty ? Quinétil, Lib. 5. Cap. 12. In
fhort, a generous Spirit and Self-value, well founded, decently
difguis’d, and courageoufly fupported under Diftrefs and Calumny,
is a very great Virtue, and feems to derive its Merit from the
noble Elevatior of its Sentiment, or its immediate Agreeablenefs
toits Poffeffor. In ordinary Charaters, weapprove of a Byafs
to Modefty, which is immediately agreeable to others, The
vic'ous Excefs of the former Virtue, wiz. Infolence or Haughti-
nefs, is immediately difagreeable to others : The Excefs of the
latter is fo to the Poffeffor. Thus are the Boundaries of thefe
Douties adjufted,

and
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and Elevation of Mind, which is fo great an Oma:
ment to any Charatter, For why that impatient
Defire of Applaufe; as if you were not juftly en-
titled to it, and might not reafonably expeét it would
for ever attend you? Why fo anxious to inform us
of the great Company you have kept ;- the obliging
Things, that were faid to you ; the Honours, the
Diftin&ions' you met with ; as if thefe were not
Things of Courfe, and what we could readily, of
ourfelves, have imagin'd, without being told of
them ? '

DECENCY, or a proper Regard to Age, Sex,
Charalter and Station in the World, may be rank’d
among the Qualities, which are immediately agree-
.able to others, apd which, by that Means, acquire
Praife and Approbation. An effeminate Behavioar
in a Man, a rough Manner in 2a Woman ; thefe are
ugly, becaufe unfuitable to each Charalter, and
different from the Qualities we expeét in the Sexes.
*Tis as if a Tragedy abounded in comic Beauties,
or a Comedy in tragic. The Difproportions hurt the
Eye, and convey a difagreeable Sentiment to the
‘Spedtators, the Source of Blame and Difapproba-
tion. 'Thisis that Judecoram, which is explain'd fo
much at large by Cicers in his Offices.

Amonest
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AuongsT the other Virtues, we may alfo give
CLEANLINESS a Place ; fince it naturally
_renders us agreeable to ethers, and is no inconfider--
able Source of Love and AffeGtion. No one will
deny, that a Negligence in this Particular is a F ault;
and as Faults are nothing but fmaller Vices, and this -
Faglt can have no other Origin than the uneafy Sen-
fation, which it excites in others ; we may, in this
Inftance, feemingly fo trivial, clearly difcover the
Origin of moral Diftin&tions, about which the
Learned have involved themfelves in fuch Mazes of
Perplexity and Error.

Bur befides all the agreeable Qualities, the Origin
of whofe Beauty we can, in fome Degree, explain
and account for, there ftill remains fomething myfte-
rious and unaccountable, which conveys an immc7
diate Satisfattion to the Spefators, but how, or
why, or for what Reafon, they cannot pretend to
determine. There is a MANNER, a Grace, a
Genteelnefs, an I-know-not-what, which fome Men
poflefs above others, which is very different from ex-
ternal Beauty and Comelinefs, and which, however,
catches our AffeCtion almoft as fuddenly and power-
fally. And tho’ this Manner be chiefly talk'd of in
he Paflion betwixt the Sexes, where the conceal’d

VIagxc is eafily explam’d yet furely much of it pre-
vails
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wails in all our Eftimation of Charaters, and forms
no inconfiderable Part of perfonal Merit. "This Clafs
of "Virtues, therefore, muft be trufted entirely to the
blind, but fure Teftimony of Tafte and Sentiment ;
and muft be confider'd as a Part of Ethics, left by
Nature to bafile all the Pride of Philofophy, and
make her fenfible of her narrow Boundaries and
dlender Acquifitions.

We approve of anothcr,' becaufe of his Wit, Po-
litenefs, Modefty, Decency, or any agreeable Qua-
Lity he poflefles, although he be not of our Acquain-
tance, nor has ever given us any Entertainment, by
Means of thefe Accomplithments. The Idea, which
we form of their Effet on his Acqaaintance, has an
agreeable Influence on our Imagination, and gives us
the Sentiment of Approbation. This Principle enters
into all the Judgments, which we form concerning
Morals,

SECT.
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SECTION - IX,

ConNcLusION of the While.

PART L

T may juftly appear furprizing, that any Man,

in fo late an Age, fhould find it requifite to
prove, by elaborate Reafonings, that VIRTUE .
or PERSONAL MERIT confifts altogether.in
the Pofleflion of Qualities, »f2fi/ or agreeable to the
Pe;;ﬁm himfelf or to others. It might be expetted
that this Principle would have occur’d even to the
firft rude, unpratis'd Enquirers concerning Morals,
and been receiv'd, from its own Evidence, without
any Argument or Difputation. Whatever is valuable
in any Kind fo naturally clafles itfelf under the Di-
vifion of ufeful or agreeable, the utile or the dule,
that "tis not eafy to imagine, why we fhould ever
feek farther, or confider the Queftion as a Matter of
nice Refearch or Enquiry. And as every Thing
Iz ufeful

-
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ufeful or agreeable muft poflefs thefe Qualities with
regard either to the Perfon himfelf or to others, the
compleat Delineation or Defcription of Merit feems
to be perform’d as naturally as a Shadow is caft by
the Sun, or an Image is refletted upon Water. If
the Ground, on which the Shadow is caft, be not
broken and uneven, nor the Surface, from which
the Image is refletted, difturb’d and confus’d, ajuft
Figure is immediately prefented, without any Art
or Attention. And it feems a reafonable Prefump-
tion, that Syftems and Hypothefes have perverted
our natural Underftanding, when a Theory, fo
fimple and ebvious, could fo long have efcap'd the
moft elaborate Scrutiny and Examination.

Bur however the Cafe may have far’d with Phi-
lofophy ; in common Life, thefe Principles are fill
implicitely maintain’d ; nor is any other. Topic of

" Praife or Blame ever recur’d to, when we employ
any Panegyric or Satyre, any Applaufe or Cenfure
of human A&ion- and Behaviour. If we obferve;
Men, in every Intercourfe of Bufinefs or Pleafure,
in each Conference and Converfation, we fhall find
them no where, except in the Schools, at any Lofs
upon this Subje® What fo natural, for Inftance,
as the following Dialogue ? You are very happy,
we fhall fuppofe one to fay, addrefling himfelf to

another,
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another, that you have given your Daughter to Cle-
antbes: He is a Man of Honour and Humanity.
Every one, who has any Intercourfe with him, is
fure of fzir and #ind Treatment ®*. I congratulate
you too, fays another, on the promifing Expettations
of this Son-in-law ; whole afliduous Application to
the Sudy of the Laws, whofe quick Penetration and
early Knowledge both of Men and Bufinefs, prog-
nofticate the greateft Honours and Advancement 4.
You furprize me much, replies a third, when you
talk of Cleantbes as a Man of Bufinefs and Appli-
cation. I met him lately in a Circle of the gayeft
Company, and he was the very Life and Soul of
our Converfation: So much Wit with Good-manners;
{fo much Gallantry without Affe@ation ; fo much in-
genious Knowledge fo genteely deliver'd, I have
never before obferv'd in any one . You would ad-
mire him ftill more, fays a fourth, if you knew him
more familiarly. That Cheerfulnefs, which you
might remark in him, is not a fudden Flafh ftruck
out by Company : It runs thro’ the whole Tenor of
his Life, and preferves a perpetual Serenity on his
Countenance, and Tranquillity in his Soul. He has
met with fevere Trials, Misfortunes as well as
Dangers ; and by his Greatnefs of Mind, was fill

® Quslities ufeful toothers, 4 Qualities ufefol to the Perfon
himfelf.  § Qualities immmediately agreeable to others,

13 fuperior
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fuperior to all of them *. The Image, Gentlemen,
you have here delineated of Cleanthes, cry I, is that
of accomplifi’d Merit. Each of you has given a
Stroke of the Pencil to his Figure ; and you have
unawares exceeded all the Pi&tures drawn by Gratian
or Caftigliore. A Philofopher might felect this Cha-
rafter as a Model of perfe&t Virtue.

Axp as every Quality, which is ufeful or agreeable
to ourfelves or others, is, in common Life, admitted
under the Denomination of Virtue or perfonal
Merit ; fo no other will ever be receiv’d, where
Men judge of Things by their natural, unprejudic’d
Reafon, without the delufive Gloffes of Superftition
and falfe Religion. Celibacy, Fafting, Penances,
Mortiﬁcaﬁon, Self-denial, Humility, Silence, So-
litice and the whole Train of mankifh Virtues ;
for what Reafon are they every where rejeCted by
Men of Senfe, but becaufe they ferve no Manner of
Purpofe ; neither advance a Man’s Fortune in the
World, nor render him a more valuable Member of
Society ; neither qualify him for the Entertainment
of Company, nor encreafe his Power of Self-en-
joyment? Weobferve, on the contrary, that they
crofs all thefe defirable Ends; ftupify the Under-

* ftanding and harden the Heart, obfcure the Fancy

® Quulities immediately agreeablg to the Petfon himfelf.

and
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and fower the Temper. We juftly, therefore trans-
fer them to the oppofite Column, and place them in
the Catalogue of Vices; nor has any Superflition
Force fufficient, amongft Men of the World, to
pervert entirely thefe natural Sentiments. A gloomy,
hair-brain’d Enthufiaft, after his Death, may have
Place in the Calendar ; but will fcarce ever be ad-
mitted, when alive, into Intimacy and Society, ex-

cept by thofe who are as delirious and difmal as
himfelf.

It feems a Happinefs in the prefent Theory, that
it enters not into that vulgar Difpute concerning the
Degrees of Benevolence or Self-love, which prevail
in human Nature ; a Difpute, which is neverlikely
to have any Iffue, both becanfe Men, who have

- taken Party, are not eafily convinc'd, and becaufe
the Phenomena, which can be produc’d on either
Side, are fo difpers'd, fo uncestain, and fubjec to fo
many Interpretations, that tis fcarce poflible accu«
- rately to compare them, or draw from them any de-
"terminate Inference or Conclufion. *Tis fufficient
for our prefent Purpofe, if it be allow’d, what furely;

~ without the- greateft Abfurdity, cannot be difputed,
that there is fome Benevolence, however {fmall, in-

fus'd into our Bofom ; fome Spark of Friendfhip for

human Kind ; fome Particle of the Dove, kneaded

into our Frame, along with the Elements of the

14 Wolf
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Wolf and Serpent. Let thefe generous Sentiments
be fuppos’d ever fo weak ; let them be hardly fuf-
ficient to move even a Hand or Finger of our Body;
they muft ftill dire& the Determinations of our Mind,
and where every Thing elfe is equal, produce a cool
Preference of what is ufeful and ferviceable to Man-
kind, above what is pernicious and dangerous. A
moral Diflinétion, therefore, immediately arifes; a
general Sentiment of Blame and Approbation ; a
Tendency, however faint, to the Obje&s of the one,
and a proportionable Averfion to thofe of the other.
Nor will thofe Reafoners, who fo earneftly maintain
the predominant Selfithnefs of human Kind, be any
way fcandaliz’d at hearing of the weak Sentiments
of Virtue, implanted in our Nature, On the con-
trary, they are found as ready to maintain the one
Tenet as the other ; and their Spirit of Satyre, (for
fuch it appears, rather than of Corruption) naturally
gives Rife to both Opinions ; which have, indeed,
a great, and almoft indiffoluble Connexion together.

Avarice, Ambition, Vanity, and all Paflions,
wulgarly, tho’ improperly, compriz’d under the De-
nominatlon of Se/f-love, are here excluded from our
Theory concerning the Origin of Morals, not be-
caufe they are too weak, but becaufe they have not
a proper Direttion, for that Purpofe. The Notion
of Morals implies fome Sentiment, common to all

Mankind,
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Mankind, which recommends the fame Obje& to
general Approbation, and makes every Man, or
moft Men, agree in the fame Opinion or Decifion
concerning it. It alfo implies fome Sentiment, fo
univerfal and comprehenfive as to extend to all Man-
kind, and render the A&ions and Condu&, even of
Perfons the moft remote, an Object of Cenfure or
Applaufe, according as they agree or difagree with
that Rule of Right; which is eftablith'd. Thefe two
requifite Circumftances belong alone to the Senti-
ment of Humanity here infilted on. The other
Paffions produce, in every Breaft, many firong Sen-
timents of Defire and Averfion, Affetion and
Hatred ; but thefe neither are felt fo much in com-
mon, nor are fo comprehenfive, as to be the Foun-
dation of any general Syftem and eftablith'd Theory
of Blame or Approbation,

Waen 2 Man denominates another his Enemy, his
Riwal, his Antagonift, his Adverfary, he is underftood
to fpeak the Language of Self-love, and to exprefs
Sentiments, peculiar to himfelf, and arifing from his

. particilar Circumftances and Situation : But when
he beftows on any Man the Epithets of aicious or
odious or deprav’d, he then fpeaks another Language,
and expreffes Sentiments, in which he expes all his
Audience are to concur with him. He muft here,
therefore, depart from his private and particular

I Situatior,
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Situation, and muft choofe a Point of View, com-
mon to him with others : He muft move fome uni.
verfal Principle of the human Frame, and touch a
String, to which all Mankind have an Accord and
Symphony. If he means, therefore, to exprefs,
that this Man pofleffes Qualities, whofe Tendency is
_pernicious to Society, he has chofen this common
Point in View, and has touch’d the Principle of Hu-
manity, in which every Man, in fome Degree,
toncars. While the human Heart is compounded of
the fame Elements as at prefent, it will never be al-
together indifferent to the -Good of Mankind, nor
entirely unaffetted with the Tendencies of Charatters.
and Manners. And tho’ this Affetion of Humanity
may not generally be efteem’d fo ftrong, as Ambitior
or Vanity, yet, being common to all Men, it can
alone be the Foundation of Morals, or of any ge-
neral Syftem of Conduét and Behaviour. One Man's
Ambition is not another’s Ambition ; nor will the |
fame Event or Objet fatisfy both.: But the Huma- '
nity of one Man is the Humanity of every one ; agd

the fame Objeét touches this Paffion in all humas
Creatures.

Bur the Sentiments, which arifes from Humanity,
are not only the fame in all human Creatures, and
produce the fame Approbation or Cenfure ; but they
alio comprehend all human Creatures ; mor is there

any
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any one, whofe Condu& and Chara&er is not, by
their Means, an Obje&, to every one, of Cenfure
or Approbation. ' On the contrary thofe other Paf-
fions, commonly denominated felfith, both produce
different Sentiments in each Individual, according to
his particular Situation ; and alfo contemplate the
greateft Part of Mankind with the utmoft Indiffe-
rence and Unconcern, Whoever has a high Regard
and Efteem for me flatters my Vanity ; whoever
exprefles Contempt mortifies and difpleafes me : But
as my Name is known but to a fmall Part of Man-
kind, there are few, that come within the Sphere of
this Paflion, or excite, on its Account, either my
Affection or Difguft. But if you reprefent a tyran-.
nical, infolent, or birbarous Behaviour, in any
Country or in any Age of the World ; I foon carry
my Eye to the pernicious Tendency of fuch a Con-
du&, and feel the Sentiments of Repugnance and
Difpleafure towardsit. No Charatter can be fo re-
mote as to be, in this Light, altogether indifferent
to me. What is beneficial to Socicty or to the
Perfon himfelf muft ftill be preferd. And every
Quality or Acton, of every human Being, muft,
by this Means, be rank’d under. fome Clafs or
Denomination, expreflive of general Cenfure or
Applaufe. A

I6 Waar
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WaaT more, therefore, can we afk to diftinguith
the Sentiments, "dependant on‘Humanity, from thofe.
conneted with any other Paflion, or to fatisfy us
why the former is the Origin of Morals, and not the
latter ¢ Whatever Conduét gains my Approbation,
by touching my Humanity, procures alfo the Ap-
plaufe of all Mankind, by affe&ing the fame Prin-
ciple in them : But what ferves my Avarice or Am-
bition pleafes only thefe Paffions in me, and affeés
not the Avarice or Ambition of the reft of Mankind.
No Condu&, in any Man, which has a beneficial
Tendency, but is agreeable to my Humanity, how-
ever remote the Perfon : But every Man, fo far re-
mov'd as neither to crofs nor ferve my Avarice and
Ambition, is altogether indifferent to thofe Paflions.
The Diftlin&tion, therefore, betwixt thefe different
Species of Sentiment being fo ftrong and evident,
Language muft foon be moulded upon it, and muft
invent a peculiar Set of Terms to exprefs thofe uni-
verfal Sentiments of Cenfure or Approbation, which
arife from Humanity or from Views of general Ufe-
fulnefs and its contrary. VIRTUE and VICE
become then known : Morals are recogniz’d : Cer-
tain general Ideas are fram'd of human Condu and
Behaviour : Such Meafures are expetted from Men,
in fuch Situations : This Altion is determin’d con-

i

formable
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formable to our abftract Rule ; that other, contrary.
And by fuch univerfal Principles are the particular
Sentiments of Self-love frequently controul’d and
limited *.

. From Inftances of popular Tumults, Seditionss
Fa&tions, Panics, and all Paflions, which are fhar’d
with a Multitude ; we may learn the Influence of
Society, in exciting and fupporting any Emotion ;

* I¢ feems certain, both from Reafon and Experience, that s
rude, untaught Savage regulates chiefly his Love and Hatred by the
Tdeas of private Utility and Injury, and has but faint Conceptions
of a general Rule or Syftem of Behaviour. The Man, who ftands
oppofite to him in Battle, he hates heartily, not only for the pre-
fens.Moment, which is almcft unavoidable, but for ever after ; nor
is he fatisfy’d without the moft extreme Punifhment and Vengeance.
But we, accuftom’d to Society and to more enlarg’d Refle&ions,
confider, that this Man is ferving his owss Country and Community ;
that any Man, in the fame Situation, would do the fame ; that we
ourfclves, in like Circumftances, obferve a like Condu& 5 thatin
general human Society is beft fupported on fuch Maxims ; And by

- thefe Suppofitions and Views, we correlt, in fome Meafure, our
ruder and narrower Paffions. And tho’ .much of our Friendfhip
and Enmity be ftill regulated by private Confiderations of Benefitand
Harm, we pay, at leaft, this Homage to general Rules, which we
are accuftom’d to refpect, that we commonly pervert our Adverfary’y
Condu&, by imputing Malice or Injuftice to bim, in orderto give
Vent to thofe Paffions, which arife from Self-love and private In~
tereft. When the Heart is full of Rage, it never wanf@Pretexts
of this Nature 3 tho’ fometimes as frivolous, asthofe, from which
Horace, being almoft cruth’d by the Fall of a Tree, affets to ace
cufe of Panicide the fiet Planter of it

while
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while the moft ungovernable Diforders are rais'd,
we find, by that Means, from the flighteft and moft
frivolous Occafions. Solor was no very cruel, tho’,
perhaps, an unjuft Legiflator, who punifh’d Neuters
in civil Wars; and few, I' believe, would, ‘in fuch
Cafes, incur the Penalty, were their AffeGtion and
Difcourfe allow'd fufficient to abfolve them. No
Selfithnefs, and fcarce any Philofophy, has there
Force fufficient to fupport a total Coolnefs and Indif-
ference ; and he muft be more or lefs than Man,
who kindles not in the common Blaze. What Won-
der, then, that moral Sentiments are found of fuch
Influence in Life ; tho® {pringing from Principles,
which may appear, at firft Sight, fomewhat fmall
and delicate ? But thefe Principles, we muft remark,
are focial and univerfal : They form, in a Manner,
the Party of Human-kind againft Vice or Diforder,
its common Enemy : And as the benevolent Concern
for others is diffus’d, in a greater or lefs Degree,
over all Men, and is the famein all, it occurs more
frequently in Difcourfe, is fofter’d by Society and
Converfation, and the Blame and Approbation,
confequent on it, are thereby rouz'd from that Le-
thargy, into which they are probably lull’d, in fo-
litary and uncultivated Nature. Other Paffions, tho®
" perhaps originally fironger, yet being felfith and
private, arc often over-power’d by its Force, and®
: yield
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yleld the Dominion of our Breaft to thofe focial and
public Principles.

AnoTHER Spring of our Conftitution, that brings
great Addition of Force to moral Sentiment, is, the
Love of Fame; which rules, with fuch uncontrol'd
Authority, in all generous Minds, and is often the
grand Object of all their Defigns and Undertakings.
By our continual and earneft Purfuit of a Charadter,
a Name, a Reputation in the World, we bring our
own Deportment and Conduét frequently in Review,.
and confider how they appear in the Eyes of thofe,
who approach and regard us. This conftant Habit
of furveying ourfelf, asit were, in Reflexion, keeps
ative all the Sentiments of Rightand Wrong, and -
begets, in noble Natures, a certain Reverence for
themfelves as well as others ; which is the fureft
Guardian of every Virtue. The animal Conve-
niencies and Pleafures fink gradually in their Value , ~
while every inward Beauty and moral Grace is ﬁudi:
oufly acquir'd, and the Mind is accomplifh’d in each
Perfettion, that can adorn or embellifh a rational
Creature.

Here is the moft perfe&t Morality we are ac-
quainted with : Here is difplay’d the Force of many
Sympathies. Our moral Sentiment is itfelf a Feeling .
chiefly of that Nature : And our Regard to a Cha-

saCler
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raller with others feems to arife only from a Care of
preferving a Charatter with ourfelves, in order to
which we find it neceffary to prop our tottering

Judgment on the correfpondent Approbation of
Mankind.

But in order to accommodate Matters, and re-
move, if poflible, every Difficulty, let us allow all
thefe Reafonings to be falfe. Let us allow, that
when we refolve the Pleafure, that arifes from Views
of Utility, into the Sentiments of Humanity and
Sympathy, we have embrac’d a wrong Hypothefis.
Let us confefs it neceffary to find fome other Expli-
cation of that Applaufe, which is paid to all Ob.
je&ts, whether inanimate, animate or rational, if
they have a Tendency to promote the Welfare and
Advantage of others. However difficult it be to
conceive, thatan Objeét is approv’d of, on Account
of its Tendency to a certain End, while the End
ittelf is totally indifferent; let us fwallow this Ab-
furdity, and confider what are the Confequences.
The preceding Delineation or Definition of VIRTUE
mutft {iill retain its Evidence and Authority : It muft
ftill be allow’d, that every Quality of the Mind,
which is #/eful or agreeable to the Perfun himfelf or to
others, communicates a Pleafure to the Spe&tator,
engages his Eftcem, and is admitted under the ho-
nourable De¢nomination of Virtue or Merit, Are

not
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not Juflice, Fidelity, Honour, Veracity, Allegiance,
Chatftity efteem'd folely on Account of their Ten-
dency to promote the Good of Society ? Is not that
Tendency infeperable from Humanity, Benevolence,
Lenity, Generofity, Gratitude, Moderation, Ten- .
dernefs, Friendfhfp, and all the other focial Vir-
tues ? Can it pofibly be doubted, that Induftry,
Difcretion, Frugality, Secrecy, Order, Perfeverance,
Forethought, Judgment, and that whole Clafs of
Virtues, of which many Pages would not contain
the Catalogue ; can it be be doubted, I fay, that
the Tendency of thefe Virtues to promote the In-
tereft and Happinefs of their Pofleflor is the 'fole

* Foundation of their Merit ? Who can difpute that
a Mind, which fupports a perpetual Serenity and
Cheerfulnefs; a noble Dignity and undaunted Spirit,
atender Affe&tion and Good-will to all around ; as
it has more Enjoyment within itfelf, is alfo a
more animating and rejoicing Speftacle, than if de-
je€ted with Melancholy, tormented with Anxiety,
irritated with Rage, or funk into the moft abje&
Bafenefs and Degeneracy ?  And as to the Qualities,

. immediately agreeable to others, they {peak fufliciently

for themfelves ; and he muft be unhappy, indeed,
either in his own Temper, or in his Situation and

Circumftances, who has never perceiv’d the Charms

of a facetious Wit or ﬂowmg Affability, of a delicate
' Modetty
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Modefty or decent Genteelnefs of Addrefs and Man-

ner.

. I am fenfible, that nothing can be more unphilo-
fg’pl};gil than to be pofitive or dogmatical on any
Subje® ; and that, even if exceffue Scepticifm could
be maintain’d, it would not be more deftrudlive to
_ all juft Reafoning and Enquiry. I am convincd,
that, where Men are the muit fure and arrogant, they
are commonly the moft miftaken, and have there
given Reins to Paffion, without that proper Delibera-
tion and Sufpence, which can alone fecure them from
the grofleft Abfurdities. Yet I muft confefs, that
this Enumeration puts the Matter in fo frong a
Light, that I cannot, af prefext, be more affar'd of
any Truth, which I learn from Reafoning and Ar-
gument, than that Virtue confifts altogether in the
Ufefulnefs or Agreeablenefs of Qualities to the
Perfon himfelf, pofieft of them, or to others, who
have any Intercourfe with him. But when I refle&,
that, tho’ the Bulk and Figure of the Earth have
been meafur’d and delineated, tho’the Motions of the
Tides have been accounted for, the Order and
(Economy of the heavenly Bodies fubjeCted to theis
proper Laws, and INFINITE itfelf reduc'd ta
Calculation ; yet Men f#ill difpute concerning the
Foundation of their moral Duties: When I refle&t
on this, I fay, I fall back into Diffidence and Scep-
' tici{m,
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ticifm, and fufpe&, that an Hypothefis, fo obviouss
had it been a true one, would, long ‘ere now, have

been receiv’d, by the unanimous Suffrage and Con-
fent of Mankind.

PART IL

HERE remains nothing, but to confider
briefly our Oéligation to Virtue, and to en-

quire, whether every Man, who has any Regard ta
his own Happinefs and Welfare, will not beft find
his Account in the Practice of every moral Duty. If
this can be clearly afcertain’d from the foregoing
Theory, wz fhall have the Satisfattion to reflets -
that we have advanc'd Principles, which not only,
‘tis hop'd, will fland the Teft of Reafoning and
Enquiry, but may contribute to the Amendment of
Men’s Lives, and their Improvement in Morality
and focial Virtue. And tho’ the philofophical Truth
of any Propofition by no Means depends on its
Tendency tc promote the Intereft of Society ; yet a
Man has but a bad Grace, who delivers a Theory,
-however true, which, he muft cohfefs, leads to a
Praétice, dangerous and pernicious, Why rake into
thofe Corners of Nature, which fpread a Nuifance
all around ! Why dig up the Peftilence from the
Pit, in whichitis bury’d ? 'The Ingenuity of yeur
Refearches



588. SECTION IR,

Refearches may be admir'd ; but your Syftems will
be detefted : And Mankind will agree, if they can-
not refute them, to fink them, at leaft, in eternal
Silence and Oblivion : Truths, which are pernicious
to Society, if any fuch there be, will yield to Errors,
which are falutary and advantageous.

~ Bur what philofophical Truths can-be more ad-
vantageous to Society, than thofe here deliver'd,
which reprefent Virtue in all her genuine and moft
engaging Charms, and make us approach- her with
Eafe, Familiarity and'Affeétion ? The difmal Drefs
falls off, with which many Divines, and fome Philo-
fophers had cover'd her ; and nothing appears but
Gentlenefs, Humanity, Beneficence, Affability; nay
even, at proper Intervals, Play, Frolic, and Gaiety-
She talks not of ufelefls Aufterities and Rigors, Suf-
ferance and Self-denial.  She declares, that her fole
Purpofe is, to make her Votaries and all Mankind,
during every Inflant of their Exiftence, if poflible,
cheerful and happy ; nor does fhe ever willingly parg

with any Pleafure but in Hopes of ample Compen-’
. fation in fome other Period of their Lives. The fole

Trouble fhe demands is that of juft Calculation, and
a fteddy Preference of the greater Ilappinefs. . And
if any auftere Pretenders approach her, Enemies to
Joy and Pleafure, fhe either rejects them as Hypo-
crites and Deceivers, or if fhe: admits them in heF
Train, ~
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Train, they are rank’d, however, among the leaft
favour'd of her Votaries.

Avp indeed, to drop all figurative Expreflion,
what Hopes can we ever have of engaging Mankind
to a Practice, which we confefs full of Aufterity and
Rigour? Or what Morality can ever ferve ény ufe-
ful Purpofe, unlefs it can fhow, by a particular Detail,
that all the Duties it recommends, are alfo the true
- Intereft of each Individual ? And the peculiar Ad-
vantage of the foregoing Theory, feems to be, that
it furnithes proper Mediums for that Purpofe.

Trat the Virtues, which are immediately u/fid
or agreeable to the Perfon, pofleft of them, are de-
firable in a View to Self-intereft, it would furely be
fuperfluous to prove. Moralifts, indeed, may fpare
themfelves all the Pains they often take in recom-
mending thefe Duties. To what Purpofe colle&
Arguments to evince, that Temperance is advanta-
geous, and the Excefles of Pleafure hurtful? When
it appears, that thefe Excefles are only denominated
fuch, becaufe they are hurtful ; and that, if the un-
limited Ufe of frong Liquors, for Inftance, no v
more impaird Health or the Faculties of the Mind
and Body than the Ufe of Air or Water, it would
not be a whit more vicious or blameable.

Ir



190 SECTION IX

It feems equally fuperfluous to prove, that the
companionable Virtues of Good-manners and Wit,
Decency and Genteelnefs are more defirable than
the contrary Qualities. Vanity alone, without other
~ Confiderations, is a fufficient Motive to make us
with the Poffeffion of thefe Accomplifhments. No
Man was ever willingly deficient in this Particular.
All our Failures here proceed from bad Education,
Want of Capacity, or a perverfe and unpliable Dif-
pofition. Would you have your Company coveted,
admir'd, follow’d ; rather than hated, defpis'd,
avoided ? Can any one ferioufly deliberate in the
Cafe ? As no Enjoyment is fincere, without fome
Reference to Company and Society ; fo no Society
can be ag}eeable or even tolerable, where a Man
feels his Prefence unwelcome, and difcovers all
around him Symptoms of Averfion and Difguft,

Bur why, in the greater Society or Confederacy
of Mankind, fhould not the Cafe be the fame asin -
particular Clubs and Companies ? Why is it more
doubtful, that the enlarg’d Virtues of Humanity, v
Generofity, Beneficence are defirable with a View
to Happinefs and Self-intereft, than the limited En-
dowments of Ingenuity and Politenefs ? Are we
apprehenfive, ‘that thofe focial Affeftions have a
greater and more immediate Interference, than any

2 other
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other Purfuits, with private Utility, and cannot be
gratify’d without fome important Sacrifices of Ho-
nour and Advantage ? If fo, we are butill inftruéted
in the Nature of the human Paffions, and are more

influenc’d by verbal Diftin&tions than by real Dif-
ferences.

WaaTever Contradiction, may vulgarly be fup-
pos'd betwixt the focia/ and /elfy/b Sentiments or Dif-
pofitions, they are really no more oppofite than.
felifh and ambitious, felfith and revengeful, felfith
and vain, ’Tis requifite there be an original Pro-
penfity of fome Kind, in order to be a Bafis to Self-
love, by giving a Relith to the Obje&s of its Pur-
{uit ;. and none more fit for this Purpofe than Bene-
ficence or Humanity. The Goods of Fortune are
{pent in one Gratification or other: The Mifer, who
accumulates his annual Income, and lends it out at
Intereft, has really fpent it in the Gratification of
his Avarice. And 'twould be difficult to thow, why
a Man is more a Lofer by a generous Adtion, than
by any other Method of Expence ; fince the utmoft
he can attain, by the moft elaborate Selfifhnefs, is
the Indulgence of fome Affection.

Now if Life, without Paffion, muft be altogether
infipid and tirefome ; let a Man fappofe he has full
Power of modelling his own Difpofition, and let

him
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him deliberate what Appetite or Defire he would
choofe for the Foundation of his Happinefs and
Enjoyment. Every Affeftion, he would obferve,
when gratify’d by Succefs, gives a Satisfaltion, pro-
portion’d to its Force and Violence ; but befides this
Advantage, common to all, theimmediate Feeling
of Benevolence and Friendfhip, Humanity and
Kindnefs, is fweet, {fmooth, tender, and agreeable,
independent of all Fortune and Accidents. Thefe
Virtues are befides atiended with a pleafing Con-
fcioufnefs and Remembrance, and keep us in Hu-
mour with ourfelves as well as others ; while we re-
tain the agreeable Refletion of having done our’
Part towards Mankind and Society. And tho’ all
Men fhow a Jealoufy of our Succefs in the Purfuits
of Avarice or Ambition ; yet are we almoft fure of
their Good-will and Good-wifhes, fo long as we
perfevere in the Paths of Virtue, and employ our-
felves in the Execution of generous Plans and Pur. .
pofes. What other Paffion is there, where we thall
find fo many Advantages united ; an agreeable Sen..
timent, a pleafing Confcioufnefs, a good Reputa-
tion? But of thefe Truths, we may obferve, Men
are, of themfelves, pretty much convinc'd ; nor are
they deficient in their Duty to Society, becaufe they
would not wifh to be generous, friendly, and hu-
mane ; but becaufe they do not feel themfelves fuch.-
TREATING
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TreaTING Vice with the greateft Candour, and
making it all poffible. Conceflions, we muft acknow-
ledge, that there is not, in any Inftance, the {malleft
Pretext for giving it the Preference above Virtue,
with 2 View to Self-intereft ; except, perhaps, in
the Cafe of Juftice, where a Man, taking Things
ina certain Light, may often feem to be a Lofer by
his Integrity. And the’ ’tis acknowledg’d, that,
without a Regard to Property, no Society could
{ubfift; yet according to the imperfe&t Way, in which
human Affairs are condufted, a fenfible Knave, in
particular Incidents, may think, that an A& of Ini-
quity or Infidelity will make a confiderable Addition
to his Fortune, without caufing any confiderable
Breach in the focial Union and Confederacy. That
Honefly is the befft Policy, may be a good general
Rule; but is liable to many Exceptions: And he,
it may, perhaps, be judg'd, conduéts himfelf with
moft Wifdom, who obferves the general Rule, and
takes Advantage of all the Exceptions,

I musT confefs, that if a Man thinks, that this
Reafoning much requires an Anfwer, ’twill be a
little difficult to find any, that will to him appear
fatisfattory and convincing. If his Heart does not
rebel againft fuch pernicious Maxims, if he feels no

K "~ Relu@ance
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Relu&ance to the Thoughts of Villainy or Bafenefs,
he has indeed loft a confiderable Motive to Virtue ;
and we may exped, that his Prattice will be an- |
fwerable to his Speculation. But in all ingeniious
Natures, the Antipathy to Treachery and Roguery
is too flrong to be counter-ballanc’d by any Views of
Profit or pecuniary Advantage. Inward Peace of
Mind, Confcioufnefs of Integrity, a fatisfaltory Re-
view of our own Condu(t ; thefe are Circumftances
very requifite to Happinefs, and will be cherifh'd and
cultivated by every honeft Man, who feels the Im-
portance of them.

Sucw a one has, befides, the frequent Satisfaction
of feeing Knaves, with all their pretended Cunning
and Ability, betray’'d by their own Maxims ; and
while they purpofe to cheat only with Moderation
and Secrecy, a tempting Incident occurs, Nature is
frail, and they give into tlie Snare; whence they can
never extricate themfelves, without a total Lofs of
Reputation, and the Forfeiture of all future Truft .
and Confidence with Mankind,

But were they ever {o fecret and fuccefsful, the
honeft Man, if he has any Tinlture of Philofophy,
or even common Obfervation and Refle@tion, will
difcover, that they. themfelves are, in the End, the ;
greatelt Dupes, and have facrific’d the invaluable |

2 - Enjoyment
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Enjoyment 6f a Chara&ter, with themfelves at leaft,
for the Acquifition of worthlefs Toys and Gewgaws.
How little is requifite to fupply the Neceffties of Na-
ture ?  And in the View of Pleafire, what- Compa-
‘rifon betwixt .the unbought Satisfactions of Conver-
fation, Society, Study, even Health and the common
Beauties of Natuare, but efpecially the peaceful Re-
fle@ion on. one’s own Conduét : What Comparifon,
I fay, betwixt thefe, and the feverifh, empty Amufe-
.ments of Luxury and Expence? Thefe natural Plea.
fures, indeed, are really without Price; both becaufe
‘they are below all Price in :their Attainment, and
-above it in their Enjoyment.
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APPENDIX I

Concerning moral SENTIMENT.

I F the foregoing Hypothefis be receiv'd, ’twill
R now be eafy for us to determine the Queftion firft
ftated*, concerning the general Principles of Morals
and tho’ we poftpon'd the Decifion of that Queftion,
left it thould then involve us in intricate Speculations,
which are totally unfit for moral. Difcourfes, we may
refume it at prefent, and examine how far either
Reafon or Senmtiment enters into all moral Deterimi-
nations. ‘ -

Tus chief Foundation of moral Praife being fup-
. pos'd to lie in the Ufefulnels of any Quality or
A&ion ; 'tis evident, that Reafor muft enter for a
confiderable Share in all Determinations of this
Kind ; fince nothing but that Faculty can inftruét us
in the Tendency of Qualities and A&ions, and point

*® SeQ, I,
K3 out
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out their beneficial- Confequences to Society and to
their Poffeffors. In many Cafes, this is an Affair
liable to great Controverfy : Doubts may arife:; op-
pofite Interefts occur ; and a Preference muft be
given to one Side, from very nice Views and a fmall
Overballance of Utility. This is . pacticularly re-
markable in Queftions with regard to Juftice ; as is,
indeed, natural to fuppofe from that Species of. Uti-
lity; which attends this Virtue *. Were every fingle
Inttance of Juftice, like that of Benevolence, bene-
ficial and ufeful to Society ; this would be a more
fimple State of the Cafe, and feldom liable to gteat
Controverfy.. But as finglé Inftances of Juftice are
often pernicious, in their firft and immediate Ten-
dency, and as the Advantage to Society refults only
from the Obfervance of the general Rule, and from
the Concurrence and Combination of feveral Perfons
in the fame- equitable Condutt ; the Cafe here be-
comes more intricate and involv’d. Tke various Ci-
cumftances of Society ; the various Confequences of
any Pradtice; the various Interefts, which may be
propos’d: Thefe on many Occafions are doubtful,
and fubje&t to great Difcufion and Enquiry.
The Obje& of maunicipal Laws is to fix all
Queftions with regard to Juftice: The Debates of
Civilians ; the Refleftions of Politicians ; the Pre-

% See Appendix II,.
cedents
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cedents of Hiftories and public Records, are aft
direCted to the fame Purpofe. And a very accurate
Reafon or Fudgment is often requifite, to give the true
Determination, amidft fuch intricate Doubts arifing
from obfcure or oppefite Utilities.

Bur tho’ Reafon, when fully aflifted and improv'd,
be fufficient to inftruct us in the pernicious or ufeful
Tendencies of Qualities and Ations ; it is not alone
fufficient to produce any moral Blame or Approba-
tion. Utility is only a Tendency to a certain End ;

and were the End totally indifferent to us, we fhould

feel the fame Indifference towards the Means. *Tis
requifite a Sentiment fhould Lere difplay itfelf, in order
to give a Preference to the ufeful above the perni-
cious Tendencies. This Sentiment can be no other
than a Feeling for the Happinefs of Mankind, and
a Refentment of their Mifery ; fince thefe are the
different Ends, which Virtue and Vice have a Ten-
dency to promote. Here therefore, Reafon inftruéls
us in the feveral Tendencies of A&ions, and Huma-
nity makes a DiftinGion in favour of thofe, which.
-+ are ufeful and beneficial. -

Tais Partition betwixt the Faculties of Under-
ftanding and Sentitnent, in all moral Decifioms,
fecms clear from, the preceding Hypothefis. But I
fhall fuppofe that Hypothefis falfe : *T'will then be

K4 requifite.
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requifite to look out for fome other Theory, that
may be fatisfaltory ; and I dare venture to affirm, A
that none fuch will ever be found, as longaswe
{fuppofe Reafon to be the fole Source of Morals. Te
prove this, it will be proper to weigh the five follow-
ing Confiderations.

I. "T1s eafy for a falfe Hypathefis to maintain
fome Appearance of Truth, while it keeps altoge-
" ther in Generals,, makes ufe of undefin’d Terms, and:
employs Comparifons, inftead of Inftances. This
is particularly remarkable in that Philofophy, which
afcribes the Difcernment of all moral Diftinétions to-
Reafon alone without the Concurrence of Sentiment.
*Tis impoflible, in any particular Inftance, that this
Hypothefis can fo much as be render'd intelligible ;
whatever fpecious Figure it may make in general
Declamations and Difcourfes. Examine the Crime
of - Ingratitude, for Inftance ;, which has Place,
wherever we obferve Good-will, expreft and known,
along with Good-offices perform’d, on the one Side,
and a Return of Ill-will or Indifference, with m-
offices or Negle®, on the other: Anatomize all
thefe Circumftances, and examine, by your Reafon
alone, wherein confifts the Demerit or Blame : You
never will come to any Iffue or Conclufian.

REason
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Reason judges either of Matter of Falt or of Re-

lations. Enquire then, firf#, where is that Matter of
' Fa&, which we here call Crime; pointitout ; de-
termine the Time of its Exiftence ; defcribe its
Effence or Nature ; explain the Senfe or Faculty, to
which it difcovers itfelf. It refides in the Mind of
the Perfon, who is ungrateful. He muf, therefore,
feel it and be confcious of it. But nothing is there,
except the Paffion of Ill-will or abfolute Indifference. -
You cannot fay, that thefe, of themfelves, always, .
and in all Circumftances, are Crimes. No: They
are only Crimes, when direted towards Perfons,
who have before expreft and difplay’d Good-will.
towards us. Confequently, we may infer, that the .
Crime of Ingratitude is not any particular individual :
Fa& ; but arifes from a Complication of Circum-
ftinces, which, being prefented to the Speator, .
excites the Seatiment of Blame, by the particular -
Stru@ure and Fabric of his Mind.

« ‘T'u1s Reprefentation, you fay, is falfe. Crime, .
.indeed, confifts not in a particular Faf, of whofe
Reality we are affur’d by Reafon : But it confifts in
certain moral Relations, difcoverable b}; Reafon, in
the fame Manner as we difcover, by Reafon, the
Truths of Geometry or Algebra. But what are
the Relatiops, I afk, of which you here talk ? In

Kg the
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the Cafe ftated above, Ifee firft Good-will and Good~~
offices, in one Perfon ; then Il-will and Ill-offices
in the other: Betwixt thefe, there is the Relation
of Contrariety, Does the Crime confift in’ that Re-
lation ? But fuppofe a Perfon bore me Ill-will or
did me Ill-offices ; and I; in return, were indifferert
towards him, or did him Geod-offices : Here is the
fame Relation of. Contrariety. ;. and yet my Condu&
3s highly laudable. 'Twift-and turn this Matter, as
much as you will, you can never reft the Morality.
" on Relation ; but muft have Recourfe to the Deciw-
fions of Sentiment.

Whuen ’tis affirm’d, that two and three are equal
to the Kalf of ten ; “this Relation of Equality, I
underfand perfectly. I'conceive, that if ten be di-
- vided into two Parts, of which one-has as many.
Unites as the other; and if any. of thefe Parts be
compar'd- to two added to three,- it will centain as
many Unites as that compound Number. But when
you draw thence a Comparifon to moral Relations,.
Town, I am altogether at a lofs to underftand you,
A moral A&ion, a Crime, fuch as Ingratitude, isa
complicated Object. Does the Morality confift in
the Relation of its Parts to each other. How ?
After what Manner? ‘Specify the Relation: Be
more particular and explicite in your Propofitions: ;
and you will eafily fee their Falfhood.

N,
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No, fay you, the Morality confifts in the Relation.
of Actions to the Rule of Right; and they are de--
rominated good or ill, according as they agree or
difagree with it. What then is this Rule of Right 2
Wherein does it confift ? How is it'determin’d ?
By Reafon, you’ll fay, which examines the moral
Refations of Aftions. So that moral Relations are
determin’d by the Comparifon of A&tions te a Rule.
And that Rale is determin’d by confidering the
moral Relations of Obje&s. Is not this fine Rea-
foning ?

Arr this is Metaphyfics, you cry. That is
enough: There needs nothing more to give a ftrong’
Prefumption of Falthood. Yes, reply I : Here are
Metaphyfics furely : But they are all on your Side,
who advance an abftrufe Hypothefis, which can
never be made intelligible, nor quadrate to any par-
ticular Inftance or Illuftration. The Hypothefis we
embrace is plain. It maintains, that Morality is de-
termin'd by Sentiment. It defines Virtue to bey
awhatever mental A&ion or Quality gives to a Speitator
the pleafing Sentiment of Approbation ; and Vice the
contrary. We then procesd to examine a plain
Matter of Fa&, wiz. what A&ions have this Influ-
ence : We confider all the Circumftances, in which. .
thefe Actions agree : And from thence endeavour to:

K6 extract.
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extratt fome general Obfervations with regard to
thefe Sentiments. If you call this Metaphyfics, and
find any thing abftrufe here, you need only conclude,
that your Turn of Mind is not fuited to the moral
Sciences. h

II. Waewn a Man, at any Time, deliberates con-
cerning his own Condud, (as, whether he had
better, in a particular Emergence, affift a Brother or
a Benefator) he muft confider thefe feparate Rela-
tions, with the whole Circumftances and Situation
of the Perfons,-in order to determine his fuperior

" Daty and Obligation : And in order to determine
the Proportion of Lines in any Triangle, ’tis ne-

- ceffary to examine the Nature of that Figure, and
the Relations, which its feveral Parts bear to each
other. But notwithftanding this apparent Similarity
in the two Cafes, there is, at the bottom, an ex-
treme Difference betwixt them. A {peculative
Reafoner concerning Triangles or Circles confiders
the feveral known and given Relations of the Parts
of thefe Figures ; and from thence infers fome un-
known Relation, which is dependent on the former.
But in moral Deliberations, we muft be acquainted,
before-hand, with all the Objeéts, and all their Re-
Jations to each other ; and from a Comparifon of
the whole', fix our Cheice or Approbation ~ No new
Fa& to be afcertain’d : No new Relation to be
- ‘ difcover’d.
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difcover'd. .The whole Circumftances of the Cafe
are fuppos’d to be laid before us, ‘ere we can fix any
Sentence of Blame or Approbation.  If any material
Circumftance be yet unknown or doubtful, we muft
firft employ our Enquiry or intelletual Faculties to
affure us of it ; and fufpend for a Time all moral
Decifion or Sentiment. While we are ignorant,
whether a Man was Aggreflor or not, how can we
determine, whether the Perfon, who kill’d him, be
criminal or innocent ? But after every Circumftance,
every Relation is known, the Underftanding has no
farther Room to operate, nor any Obje&, on which
it could employ itfelf. ‘The Approbation or Blame,
which then enfues, cannot be the Work of the Judg-
ment, but of the Heart, and is not a {peculative Pro- '
pofition or Affirmation, but an ative Feeling or Sen-
timent. In the Difquifitions of the Underftanding,
from known Circumftances and Relations, we infer
fome new and unknown. In moral Decifions, the
whole Circumftances and Relations muft be ante-
cedently known ; and the Mind, from the Contem-
plation of the Whole, feels fome new Impreflion of
Affe@tion or Difguft, Efteem or Contempt, Appro-
bation or Blame.

Hexnce the great Difference betwixt a Miftake of
Fact and one of Right ; and hence the Reafon, why
the one s commonly criminal and not the other,

When
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When OEdipus kill’d Laius, he was ignorant of the-
Relation, and from Citcumftances, innocent and in-
voluntary, form'd erroneous Opinions concerning

the A&ion he committed. But when Nero kill'd

Agrippina, all the Relations betwixt himfelf and.the

" Perfon, and all the Circumftanices of the Fa& were

antecedently krown to him : But the Motive of Re-

venge, or Fear or Intereft, in his favage Heart, pre-

vail'd over the Sentiments of Duty and Humanity,

And when we exprefs a Deteftation againft him, to

which he, himfelf, in a little Time, became infen.

fible ; ’tis not, that we fee any Relations, of which

he was ignorant, but that, from the Re&itude of
our Difpofition, we feel Sentiments, againft which

he was harden’d, from Flattery and a long Perfeve-

rance in the moft enormous Crimes. In thefe Sen-

iments, then, not in a Difcovery of Relations of
any Kind, do all moral Determinations confift.

Before we can pretend to form any Decifion: of this

Kind, every Thing muft be known and afcertain’d

en the Side of the Objeét or A&tion. Nothing re-

mains but to feel, on our Part, fome Sentiment of

Blame or Approbation, whence we pronounce the

A@ion criminal or virtuous.

III. Tais Dorine will become fill more evident,.
if we compare moral Beauty with natural, to which,

in many Particulars, it bears o near a Refemblance.
! *Tis
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"Tis on the Proportion, Relation, and Pofition of
Parts, that all natural' Beauty depends ; but 'twould”
be abfurd thence to infer;. that- the Perception of
Beauty, like that of Truth in geometrical Problems,
confifts altogether in the Perception of Relations;
and was perform'd entirely by the Underftanding or
intelleGtual Faculties. In all the Sciences, our
Mind, from the known Relations, inveftigates the
unkrown : But in all Decifions of Tafte or external
Beauty, the whole Relations are before-hand obvious
to the Eye, and we' thence prdceed to feel a Senti-
ment of Complacency or Difguft, according to the
* Nature of the Obje®, and Difpofition of our Or:

gans..

EUCLID has fully explain'd all the Qualities®
of the Citcle ; buthas not, in any Propofition, faid’
a Word of its Beauty. The Reafon is evident, The
Beauty is not a Quality of the Citcle. Itliés notin
any Part of the Line, whofe: Parts are all equally
diftant from a common Center. Itis only the Effe&t;
which that Figure operates upon the- Mind, whofe
peculiar Fabric or Stru&ture renders it fufceptible of
fuch Sentiments. In vain, would you look for it in
the Circle, or feek it; either by your Senfes or by
mathiematical: Reafonings, in all the Properties of
that Figure. ‘

AFTEED
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Atrexp to Palladio and Perrault, while they ex-
plain all the Parts and Preportions of a Pillar : They
talk of the Cornice and Freeze and Bafe and Enta-
blature and Shaft and Architrave ; and give the De-
feription and Pofition of each of thefe Members.
But fhould you afk the Defcription and Pofition of
its Beauty, they would readily reply, that the Beauty
is not any of the Parts or Members of a Pillar, but
refults from the Whole, when that complicated Fi-
gure is prefented to an intelligent Mind, fufceptible
of thofe finer Senfations. Till fuch a Spetator ap-
pear, there is nothing but a Figure of fuch particular
Dimenfions and Proportions : From his Sentiments
alone arifes its Elegance and Beauty.

Acain ; attend to Cicero, while he paints the
Crimes of a Perres or a Catiline ; you muft acknow-
ledge, that the moral Turpitude refults, in the fame
Manner, from the Contemplation of the Whole,
when prefented to a Being, whofe Organs have fuch
a particular StruCture and Formation. The Orator
may paint Rage, Infolence, Barbarity on the one
Side : Meeknefs, Sufferance, Sorrow, Innacence on
the other : But if you feel no Indignation or Com-
paflion arife in ydu from this Complication of Cir-
camftances, you would in vain afk him, wherein
confifts the Crime or Villainy, which he fo vehe-

mently
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mently exclaims againft : Atwhat Time, or on what
Subject it firft began to exift: And what has a few
Months afterwards become. of it, when every Dif-
pofition and Thought of all the Afors is totally
alter'd or anniliilated. No fatisfaltory Anfwer can
be given to any of thefe Queftions, upon the abftra&
Hypothefis of Morals ; and we muft at Taft acknow-
ledge, that the Crime or Immorality is no particular-
Fa& or Relation, which can be the Objeét of the:
Underftanding : But arifes altogether from the Sen-
timent of Difapprobation, which, by the Struture-
of human Nature, we unavoidably feel on the Ap-
prehenfion of Barbarity or Treachery..

IV. InanimaTe Objefts may bear toeach othier
all the fame Relations, which we obferve in moral
Agents ; tho’ the former can never be the Object of
Love or Hatred, nor are confequently fufceptible of -
Merit or Iniquity. A young Tree, that over-tops.
or déftroys its Parent, from whofe Seed it fprung,.
ftands in all the fame Relations with Nero, when he
murder'd Agrippina ;. and if Morality confifted in any.
abftra& Relations, would, no doubt, be equally
criminal.

V. It appears evident, that the ultimate Ends of
human A&ions can never, in any Cafe, be accounted.

for by Reafon, but recommend themfelves entirely to-
‘ the
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the Sentiments and Affeftions of Mankind, without
any Dependance on the intelletual Faculties. Afk
a Man, avby be ufes Exercife ; he will anfwer, becanfe
ke defives to keep bis Health. If you then enquire, aly
be defires Health, he will readily reply, becaufe Sicknefs
is painful. If you pufh your Enquiries farther, and
defire a2 Reafon, avky be bates Pain, tis impofiible he
can ever give any. ‘This is an ultimate End, andis
never refer’d to any other Objeét.

Peruars, to your fecond Queffion, avhy be defires
Health, he may alfo reply, that ’tis requifite for the
Exercife of his Calling. . 1fyou atk, awby be is anxious
on that bead, he will anfwer, becaufe he defires to gt
Money. If youdemand, Why? It is the Infirument
of Pleafure, {ays he. And beyond this, ’tis an Ab-
furdity to afk for a Reafon. *Tisimpofiible there
can be a Progrefs in infinitum ; and that one Thing
can always be the Reafon, why another is defir'd.
Something muft be defirable on its own Account, and
becaufe of its immediate Accord or Agreement with
buman Sentiment and Affetion.

Now as Vistue is an End, and is defirable on its
own Account, without Fee or Reward, merely for
the immediate Satisfaltion it conv.cys; tis requifite
there fhould be fome Sentiment, which it touches;

fome internal Tafte or Feeling, or whatever you
- pleale
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- pleafe to call'it, which diftinguithes moral Good and
Eyil, and which embraces the one and rejetsthe
ether. :

Tuus the diftin&t Boundaries and Offices of Reafon
and Taffe are eafily afcertain’d. The former conveys
the Knowledge of Truth and Falthood : The latter
gives the Sentiment-of Beauty and Deformity,
Vice and Virtue. The one difcovers Objedts, as
they really ftand in Nature, without Addition or
Diminution : The other has a produétive Faculty,
and guilding or ftaining all natural Objeéts with the
Colours, borrow'd from internal Sentiment, raifes
in a Manner, 2 new Creation. Reafon, being cool
and difengag’d, is no Motive to A&ion, and diredts
only the Impulfe, receiv’d from Appetite or Inclina-
tion, by fhowing us the Means of obtaining Happi-
nefs or avoiding Mifery : Tafte, as it gives Pleafure
or Pain, and thereby conftitutes Happinefs or Mifery,
. becomes a Motive to Aétion, and is the firft Spring.
- or Impulfe to Defire and Volition. From Circum-
ftances and Relations, known or fuppos'd, the for-
mer leads us to the Difcovery of the conceal'd and
unknown : After alt Circumftances and Relations
are laid before us, the latter makes us feel from the
Whole a new Sentiment of Blame or Approbation.
The Standard of the one, being founded on the Na-
ture of Things, is eternal and inflexible, even by

the
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the Will of the Supreme Being : The Standard of the
other, arifing from the internal Frame and Conftitu-
tion of Animals, is ultimately deriv’d from that Su-
preme Will, who beftow'd on each being its peculiar:
Nature, and arrang’d the feveral Clafles and Orders:

of Exiftence.
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APPENDIX IIL

Some fartber Confiderations with regard to
JusTicE

HE Intention of this Appendix is to give

fome more particular Explication of the Ori-
gin and Nature of Juftice, and mark fome Diffe-
rences betwixt it-and the other Virtues.

THE focial Virtues of Humanity and Benevolence
exert their Influence immediately, by a dire&t Ten-
dency or Inftin®t, which kegps chiefly. in View the
fimple Obje&, that moves the Affetions, and.com-
prehends not any Scheme or Syftem, nor the Confe-
quences refulting from the Concurrence, Imitation,
or Example . of others. A Parent flies to the Relief
of his Child ; tranfported by that- natural Sympathy,
which aQuates him, and which affords no Leifure
to refle@t-on the Sentiments. or Condudt of the reft
of Manpkind in like Circumftances. A generous

Man
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Man embraces cheerfully an Opportunity of ferving
his Friend ; becaufe he then feels himfelf under the
Dominion ‘of the beneficent Affeftions, nor is he
concern’d whether any other Perfon in the Univerfe
was ever before aCtuated by fuch noble Motives, or
will ever afterwards prove their Influence. In all
thefe Cafes, thefocial Paflions have in View a fingle
individual Obje&, and purfue alone the Safety or
Happinefs of the Perfon, lov'd and efteen’d. *With
this, they are fatisfy’d: In this, they acquiefce,
And as the Good refulting from their benign Influ-
ence, is initfelf compleat and entire, it alfo excites
the moral Sentiment of Approbation, without any
Reflettion on farther Confequences, or more enlarg'd
Views of the Concurrence or Imitation of the other.
Members of Society. On the contrary, were the
generous Friend or difinterefted Patriot to. ftand alone
in the Pra&tice of Beneficence ; this would rather in-
hance his Value in our Eyes, and join the Praife of

Rarity and Novelty to his other more exalted
Merits.

Tug Cafe is notthe fame with the focial Virtues
of Juftice and Fidelity. They are highly ufeful, or
indeed abfolutely neceffary to the Well-being of
Mankind : But the Benefit, refulting from them, is
not the Confequence of every individual fingle A&;
bat arifes from the whole Scheme or Syftem, con-

‘ : cur'd
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cur'd in by the whole, or the greateft Part of the So--
ciety. General Peace and Order is the Attendant
of Juftice or a general Abftinence from the Poflef-
fions of others : But a particular Regard to the par-
ticular Right of one individual Citizen may fre-
quently, confider'd in itfelf, be attended with per-
nicious Confequences. The Refult of the feveral
A&ts is here often direétly oppofite to that of the
whole Syftem of Alions ; and the former may be
extremely hurtful, while the latter is, to the higheft
Degree, advantageous. Riches, inherited from a
Parent, are, in a bad Man’s Hand, the Inftruments
of Mifchief. The Right of Succeflion may, in one
Inftance, be hurtful. Its Benefit arifes only from
the Obfervance of the general Rule ; and ’tis fuf-
ficient, if Compenfation be thereby made for all the
Ilis and Inconveniencies, which flow from pamculat
Characters and Situations,

CY RUS, young and unexperienc'd, cc;nﬁder’d
only the individual Cafe before him, and refletted
on its limited Fitnefs and Convenience, when he
affign’d the long Coat to the tall Boy, and the fhort
Coat to the other of {fmaller Size. His Governor
inftructed him better ; while he pointed out more
enlarg’d Views and Confequences, and inform’d his
Pupil of the general, inflexible Rules, requifite to
fapport general Peace and Order in Society. r

'HE
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Tue Happinefs and Profperity of Mankind,
arifing from the focial Virtue of Benevolence and ies
Subdivifions, may be compar’d to a Wall, built by
many Hands ; which ftill .rifes by each Stone, that
is heap'd upon it, and receives proportional Encreafe
to the Diligence and Carc of each-Workman., The
fame Happinefs, rais'd by the focial Virtue of Juftice
and its Subdivifions, may be.compar’d to the build-
ing of a Vault, where each individual Stone would, ,
-of itfelf, fall to the Ground ; nor does the whole
:Fabric fupport itfelf, but by the mutual Affiftance and
#LCombination of its correfpendent Parts.

AvrL the Laws of Nature, which regulate Pro-
perty; as well as all civil Laws, are general, and
regard alone fome eflential Circumftances of the
:Cafe, without taking into Confideration the Cha-
. .ralters, Situations and Connexions of the Perfons
.concern’d, or any particular Confequences, that may
refult from the Determination of thefe Laws, in
every particular Cafe, that offers. They deprive,
without Scruple, a beneficent Man of all his Poflef-
“fions, if acquir'd by Miftake, without a good Title ;
in order to beftow them on a felfith Mifer, who has
.already heap'd up immenfe Stores of: fuperfluous
Riches. Public Utility requires, ‘that Property fhould -
-be regulated by general inflexible Rules; and the®

fuch
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fuch Rules are adopted as beft ferve the fame End of
public Utility, 'tis impoffible for them to prevent
all particular Hardfhips, or make beneficial Confe-
quences refult from every individeal Cafe. 'Tis
{ufficient, if the whole Plan or Scheme be neceflary
to the Support of civil Society, and if the Ballance
of Good, in the main, does thereby prependerate
much above that of Evil. Even the general Laws
of the Univerfe, tho’ plann’d by infinite Wifdom,

cannot exclude all Evil or Inconvenience, in every
particular Operation.

It has been afferted by fome, that all Juftice arifes
from HUMAN CONVENTIONS, and pro-
ceeds from the voluntary Choice, Confent, or Com-
bination of Mankind. If by Convention be here
meant a Promife (which is the moft ufual Senfe of
the Word) nothing can be more abfurd, than this .
Pofition. The Obfervance of Promifes is itfelf ope
of the moft confiderable Parts of Juftice; and we
are not furely bound to keep our Word, .becaufe we
have given our Word to keep it. But if by Con.
vention be meant a Senfe of common Intereft;
which Senfe each Man feels in his own Breaft, which
he oblerves in his Fellows, and which carries him,
in concurrence with others, into a general Plan or
Syftem of Ad&ions, that tend to public Utility ; it
mult be own'd, that, in this Senfe, Juftice arifes

L fram
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from human Conventions. For if it be allow’d
(what is, indeed, evident) that the particular Con.
fequencts of a particular A& of Juftice may be
hurtful to the Public as well as to Individuals ; it
follows, that every Man, in embracing that Virtue,
muft have an Eye to the whole Plan or Syftem, and
muft expeét the Concurrence of his Fellows in the
fame Condut and Behaviour. Were all his Views
to terminate in the particular Confequences of each
particular A& of his own, his Benevolence and Hu-
manity, as well as Self-love, might often prefcribe
to him Meafures of Condu& very different from
thofe, which are agreeable to the ftrit Rules of

Right and Juftice.

Trus two Men pull the Oars of a Boat, by com-
mon Convention, for common Intereft, without any
Promife or Contra® : Thus Gold and Silver are
made the Meafures of Exchange ; thus Speech and
Words and Language are fixt, by human Convention
and Agreement. Whatever is advantageous to two
or more Perfons, if all perform their Part ; but what
lofes all Advantage, if only one perform, can arife
from no other Principle. There wouk_i otherwife be
no Motive for any one of them to enter into that
Scheme of Conduét *,

Tue |

# This Theory concerning the Origin of Property, and confe-

guently of Juflice is, in the main, the fame with that hinted at
[
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Tue Word, #atural, is commonly taken in fo
many Senfes, and is of fuch loofe Signification, that
it feems to little Purpofe to. difpute, whether Juftice
be natural or not. If Self-love, if Benevolence be
natural to Man ; if Reafon and Forethought be alfo
- natural ; then may the fame Epithet be apply’d to
Juftice, Order, Fidelity, Property, Society. Men's
Inclination, their Neceflities lead them to combine 5
their Underftanding and Experience tell them, that
this Combination is impoflible, where each governs
himfelf by no Rule, and pays no Regard to the
Pofleflions of others : And from thefe Paffions
and Refletions conjoin’d, as foon as we obferve

and adopted by Grotius, Hine difcimus, quee fuerit caufa, ob quam
@ primaeva communione rerum primo mobilium, deinde & immobi-
lium difeeffum: ot : nimirum quod cum non contenti bomines wefci
fponte natis, antra babitare, sorpore aut nudo agere, aut corticibug
arborum ferarumve pellibus weflito, witee genus exquifitius delegife
fent, indufiria opus fuit, quam finguli rebus fingulis adbiberent »
Quominus autem fruflus in commune conferrentur, primum obflitit
“locorum, in quee bomines difcefferunt, diffantia, deinde jupitie &
amoris defefius, per quem ficbat, ut nec in labore, nec in confumtione
fruftuumquee debebat, @qualitas fervaretur.  Simul difcimus, quo=
modo res in proprietatem iverint 5 non animi altu Jolo, meque enim
Jeire alii poterant, quid alii fuum e[fe vellenty ut eo abfiinerent, &
idem welle plures poterant ; fed paio quodam aut expreflo, ut per divi-
fionem, aut tacito, ut per cccupationemy De jure belli & pacis,
Libe 2, Cap. 2, § 3, Ar1, 4& 5.

Lz like
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like Paflions and Refle@ions in others, the Sentiment
of Juftice, thro’ all Ages, has infallibly and certainly
had place, to fome Degree or other, in every Indi-
vidual of human Species. In fo fagacious an Ani-
mal, what neceflarily arifes from the Exertion of his
intelle@ual Faculties, may juftly be efteem’d na-

tural *,

Amoxest all civiliz’d Nations, it has been the
conftant Endeavour to remove every Thing arbitrary
and partial from the Decifion of Property, and to
fix the Sentence of Judges by fuch general Views
aad Confiderations, as may be, equal to every
Member of the Society. For befides, that nothing .
could be more dangereus than to accuftom the
Bench, even in the {inalleft Inftance, to regard pri-
vate Friendfhip or Enmity ; ’tis -certain, that Men,

® Natural may be oppos’d, either to what is unafual, miracaless,
or artifieial, In the two former Senfes, Juflice and Property are
u~deubtedly natural. But as they fuppofe Reafon, Forethought,
Defign, and a'focial Union and Confederacy amongft Men, perhaps,
that Epithet cennot frictly, in the laft Senfe, be apply’d to them.
Had Meniv'd wizhout-Society, Property -had never been known,
" and neither Jufice nor Injuflice had ever exified. But Society
among® buman Creatures, had been impoffible, without Reafom
and Forethovght. Infarior Animals, that unite, are guided by
InRinét, which fupplies the Place of Reafon. But all thefe Dif=
pu-es are merely verbal, w

whre

:
A
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where they imagine, that there was no other Reafon
for the Preference of . their Adverfary but perfonal
Favour, are apt to entertain the firongeft Jealouiy
and Il-will againft the Magiftrates and Judges.
When natural Reafon, therefore, points oat no fixt
View of public Usility, by which a Controverfy of
Property can be decided, pofitive Laws are often
fram'd to fupply.its Place, and dire@ the Frocedure
of all Courts of Judicature. Where, thefe. too fail,.
as often happens, Precedents are call'd for; and a.
former Decifion, tho’ given itfelf without any fuffici-.
ent Reafon, juftly hecomes a fufficient Reafon for a
new Decifion. If dire@® Laws and Precedents le:
wanting, imperfe and indire& ones are brought in
Aid; and the controverted Cafe is rang’d under them,
by analogical Reafonings, and Comparifons, and
Similitudes,. and Correfpondencies, that are oftcn
sore fanciful than real. In general, it may fafely
be afferted, that Jurifprudence is, in this refpect,
different from all the Sciences ; and in many of its
nicer Quettions, there cannot properly be faid to Le
Truth or Palfhood on either Side. If one Pleader
brings the Cafe under any former Law or Precedert,
by a refin'd Analogy or Comparifon ; the oppofite
Pleader is not at a Lofs to find an opgofite Analogy or
Comparifon : Ard the Preference given by the Judge
is often founded more on Tafte and Imaginaticn

L3 than -
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than on any folid Argument. Public Utility is the
general View of all Courts of Judicature ; and this
Utility too requires a ftable Rule in all Controverfies:
. But where feveral Rules, nearly equal and indif-
ferent, prefent themfelves, ’tis a very {light Turn of
Thought, which fixes the Decifion in favour of cither
Party, ’

4 DIA
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A

DIAL OGUE

\ /T Y Friend, Pajamedes, who is as great a Ram-
VS bler in his Principles as in his Perfon, and
who has run over, by Study and Travel, almoft
every Region of the intelleGtual and material World, -
furpriz’d me lately with an Account of a Nation,
with whom, he told me, he had pafs'd a confiderable
Part of his Life, and whom he found, in the main,
an extreme civiliz'd, intelligent People, '

THERE is a State, fay’d he, in the World, call'd
Fourli, no matter for its Longitude or Latitude,
whofe Ways of thinking in many Things, particu-
larly in Morals, are diametrically oppofite to ours.
When I came amongft them, .I found I muft fubmit
to double Pains; firft to learn the Meaning of the
"Ferms in their Language, and then to know the Im-
port of thofe Terms, and the Praife or Blame at-
tach’d to them. After a Word had been explain'd
to me, and the Charater, which it expreft, had

L4 : been
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been defcrib'd, I concluded, that fuch an Epithet
: muft neceflarily be the greateft Reproach in the
World ; and was extremely furpriz'd to” find one, in
a public Company, apply it to a Perfon, with whom
he livid in the ftriteft Intimacy and Friendhip.
Yeu fancy, faid I, one Day, to an Acquaintance,
that Changuis is your mortal Enemy : I lowe to ex-
tinguifh Quarrels ; ard I muft, therefore, tell you, that
4 heard him talk of you in the moft advantageous Manner.
Bat to my great Aftonithment, when I repeated
Changuis'sWords, tho'I had both remember'd and un-
derftood them perfectly, I found, that they were
 taken for the moft mortal Affront, and thatI had
very innocently  render’d the Breach betwixt thefe
Perfons altogether irreparable.

As it was my Fortune to come amongft this People
on a very advantageous Footing, I was immediately
introduc’d to the beft Company ; and being defir'd
to live with Alckeic, I readily accepted his Invitation,
as I found him univerfally efteem’d for his perfonal
Merit ; and indeed regarded by every one in Faurlx,
as a perfe& CharaQer,

OnEe Evening he invited me, as an Amufement,
to bear him Company in a Serenade, which he in-
tended to give Gu/ki, with whom, he told me, he
was extremely enamour'd; and I foon found his

Tafte
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Tafte was not fingular: For we et many of his
Rivals, who had come on the fame Errand. I very®
natarally concluded, that this Flame of his muftbs
one of the finet Women in Town ; and I already
felt a fecret Inclination to fee her, and be acquainted
with her. But as the Moon began to rife, I was
much furpriz’d to find, that we were in the Midft of
the Univerfity, where Gu/#i fludy’d: And I was
fomewhat atham'd for having attended my Friend, |
on fuch an Errand.

I' was .told afterwards, that Akbeic’s Choice of
Gulki was very much approv'd.of by all the good .
Company in Town ; and that 'twas expe&ted; while
he gratify’d his. own Pafion, he would performto-»
that young Man the fame good Office, which he had :
himfelf ow’d to Eleouf, 1t feems Alcheic had been .-
very handfome in his Youth, and been courted by
many Lovers ; but had beftow'd his Favours chiefiy
on the fage Elcouf; to whom he was fuppos'd to owe, .
in a great Meafure, the aftonithing Progrefs he had¢
made in Philofophy and Virtue.,

It gave me. fome Siirp;ize, that Alcheic’s Wife _
(who by-the-bye happen’d alfo to be his Sifter) was .
no way fcandaliz’d at this Species of Infidelity. .

L. Muca.;
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Mucu about the fame Time I difcover'd (f;or it
was not attempted to be kept a Secret from me or
any Body) that 4lcheic was a Murderer and a Parri.
cide, and had put to Death an innocent Perfon, the
smoft nearly conneéted with him, and whom he was
-oblig’d to protect and defend by all the Ties of Na-

.ture and Humanity. When I afk’d, with all the
Caution and Deference imaginable, what was his
Motive for this Action ; he reply’d coolly, that he
was not then fo much at his Eafe as he is at prefent,
and that he had a&ed, in that Particular, by the Ad-
vice of all his Friends. -

HAVKNG heard Alckeic’s Virtue fo extremely cele-
brated, I pretended to join in the general Voice of
Acclamation, and only afk’'d, by way of Curiofity,
as a Stranger, which of all his noble A&ionswas
Jnoft highly applauded ; and I foon found, that all
Séntxments were umtcd in giving the Preference to-
‘the Affaffination of Uske#. This Usbet had been to
the laft Moment A/ckeic’s intimate Friend, had lay'd.
many high Obligations upon him, had even fav'd
his Life on a certain Occafion, and had, By his Will,
which was found after the Murder, made him his
Heirto a conﬁderable Part of his Fortune. " Alcheic,
.it feems, confpir'd with about twenty or thirty more,
moft of them alfo Usbet’s Friends ; and falling all

5 together

°
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together on that unhappy Man, when he was not
aware, they had tore him with a hundred Wounds ;
.and given him that Reward for all his paft Favours
and Obligations. Usbek, faid the general Voice of
the People, had many great and good Qualitics :
His very Vices were thining, magnificent, and ge-
~ merous : But this Ation of Alckeic fets him far above

Usbet in the Eyes of all Judges of Merit; and is
one of the nobleft, that ever perhaps the Sun fhone
upon.

AvnotHEer Part of dlcheic’s Condu&, which I alfo
found highly applauded, was his Behaviour towards
Califp, with whom he was join'd in a Projetor
Undertaking of fome Importance. Califb, being a
paflionate Man, gave Alheic, one Day, a found
Drubbing ; which he took very patiently, waited
the Return of Calib’s good Humour, kept ftill a fair
Correfpondence with him ; and by that Means
brought the Affair, in which they were join'd, to a
happy Iffue, and gain’d himfelf immortal Honour .
by his remarkable Temper and Moderation.

T nave lately receiv’d a Letter from a Correfpon-
dent in Fourli, by which I learn, that fince my De-
parture, Alheic, falling into a bad State of Health,

“ has fairly hang'd himfelf ; and has dy'd univerfally
~-regreted and applauded by every one in that Country.
So virtuous and noble a Life, fays each Fourlian,
L6 . could
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could not be better crown'd than by fo noble an
End ; and he has prov'd by this, as well as by all
his other AGtions, what was his conftant Principle
during his Life, and what he boafted of near his laft
Moments, thata wife Man is {carce inferior to the
great God, Ziszki. ‘This is the Name of the Supreme
Deity amongft the Fourlians.

Tre Nations of this People, continu’d Palamedes,
are as extraordinary with regard to Good-manners
~and Sociablenefs, as with regard to Morals. My
Friend Alcheic form’d once a Party for my Entertain-
ment, compos’d of all the prime Wits and Philofo-
phers of Fourli ; and each of us brought his Mefs
along with him to the Place, where we aflembled.
I obferv’d one of them to be worfe provided than
the reft, and offer'd him a Share of mine, which hap-
pen'd to be a roafted Pullet: And I could not but
remark, that he, and all the reft of the Company
ftar’d at my Simplicity.. I was told, that Alebeic had
once fo much Intereft with his Club as to prevail
with them tc eat in common, and that he had made
ufe of an Artifice to that Purpofe. He perfuaded
_thofe, whom he obferv'd. to' be. avorf provided, to
offer their Mefs to the Company ; after which, the
others, who had brought more delicate Fare, were
afham'd not to make the fame Offer. This is regarded
as fo extraordinary a Event, that it has fince, as I

. “learn,
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learn, been recorded inthe Hiftory of Alckeic’s Life;
compos'd by one of the greateft Geniufes of Fourd:.

Pray, fays I, Palamedes, when you was at Fourls,
did you alfo learn the Artof turning your Friends™
into Ridicule, by telling them ftrange Stories, and
then laughing at them, if they believ'd you. I affure
you, reply’d he, that had I been difpos’d to learn-
fuch a Leffon, there was no Place in the Warld more
proper. My Friend, fo often mentiond,. did no.
thing, from Morning to Night, but fneer, and
banter; and railly ; and you could fcarce ever diftin-
guith, whether he was in Jeft or Earneft: But you
think, then, that my Story is improbable ; and that
1 have uvs’d, or rather abus’d the Privilege of a
Traveller. To be fure, fays I, you was but in- Jeft.
Such barbarous and favage Manners are not only in-
compatible with a. civiliz'd, intelligent.People, fuch
as you faid thefe were; but are fcarce compatible
with human Nature, They exceed all we ever read
of, amongft the Mingrelians and Topinamboues.

Have a care, cry’d he, have a care! You are
not aware you are fpeaking Blafphemy, and are
abufing your Fawourites, the Greeks, efpecially the
Athenians, whom 1 have couch!d all along, under
thefe bizarre Names I employ’d. If you confider
aright, there is not eme Stroke of the foregoing

Charaller,
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Charadter, which mightnot be found in the Man of
higheft Merit at. Athens, without diminithing, in the
leaft, from the Brightnefs of his Character. The Greet
Love, théir Matriages *, and the expofing of their
Children cannet but firike you immediately. The
Death of Usbék is ah exad Ceunter-part to that of
Ezfar. - '

AvrL to a Trifle, fay'dI, interrupting him ; you
did not mention, that Usdedwas an Ufurper.

I p1p mot, reply'd he ; left you fhould difcover the
Parallel I aim'd at. Buteven adding this Circum-
ftance, we fhould make no Scruple, according to our
Sentiments of Morals, to denomitate Brusxs, and
Caffius, ungrateful Traitors and Affaffins : Tho’ you
know, that they are, perhaps, the higheft Charaéters
‘of all Antiquity ; and the dthenians ere&ed Statues
to them ; which théy plac'd iear thofe of Harmodius
and Ariffagiton, their own Deliverers, And if you
think this Circumftance, you mention, fo material
to abfolve thefe Patriots, I fhall compenfate it by
‘another, hot mention’d, which will equally aggra-
‘vate their Crime. A few Days before the Execution

® The Laws of Atbens allow’d a Man to marry his Sifter by
:the Father. Solon’s Laws forbid Faderafty to Slaves,™ as beingiof
too great Dignity for fuch mean Pesfons,

of
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of their fatal Purpofe, they all fiwore Fealty tor
Ce/ar ; and protefting to hold his Perfon ever facred,.
they tp‘uch’d the Altar with thofe Hands, which they~
had already arm'd for his Deftruction *..

I neED not put you in mind of the famous and’
applauded Story of Themiftocles, and of his Patience
towards Eurybiades, the Spartan, his commanding.
Officer, who, heated by a Debate, lifted his Cane
to him in a Council of War (the fame Thing as if he
had cudgel’d him) Strike ! cries the dthenian, Strike!
but bear me.,

You are too good a Scholar not to difcover Socrates
and his Athenian Club in my laft Story ; and you
would certainly obferve, that it is exa&ly copy’d
from Xenophon, with a Variation only of the Namest.
‘And I think I have fairly made appear, that an
Athenian Man of Merit might be fuch a one as with
us would pafs forInceftuous, aParricide, an Aflaffin,
an ungrateful, perjur'd Traitor, and fomething elfe
too abominable to be nam'd ; not to mention his
‘Raufticity and Tll-manners. And having 1ivd in this
Manner, his Death may be entirely fuitable : Fe

& Appian. Bell. Civ. Lib. 3. Suetonius in vita Cefarif

+ Mem. Soc. Lib., 3. fub fine.
may
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may conclude the Scene by adefperate A&t of Self-
murder, and dye with the moft abfurd Blafphemies
in his Mouth. And notwithftanding all this, he
fhall have Statues, if not»‘Altars, ereGted to his
Memory ; Poems amd Orations fhall be compos’d in
his Praife; great Sefts fhall be proud of calling
themfelves by his Name ; and the moft diftant Pofte-
rity fhall blindly continue their Admiration : Tho’
were fuch a one to arife amongft themfelves, they
would juftly regard him with Horror and Execra-

tion.

I mcﬂif}_ﬁgve beer aware, reply’d ‘I, of* your
Artifice. Yo feem to take Pleafure in this Topic ;
and are indeg& the only Man I ever-knew, who was: ‘
well acquainted with the Antiénts, and'did not ex-.
tremely admire them. But inftead of attacking their
Philofophy, their Eloquence, or. Poetry, the ufual
Subje@ts of Controverfy betwixt us, you now feem .
to impeach their Morals, and accufe them of Igno-
rance in a Science, which is the only one, in my
Opinion, wherein they are not furpafs’d by the Mo-
derns.. Geometry, . Phyfics, Aftronomy, Anatomy,
-Botany, Geography, Navigation ; in thefe we juftly
elaim the Superiority : But what have we to oppofe .
so their Moralifts ?  Your Reprefentation of Things-
is fallacious.  You have no Indulgence for the Man-

ners and Cuftoms of different Ages.  Would you try.
a.

4
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a Greek or Roman by the Common-law of England ?
Hear him defend himfelf by his own Maxims ; and
then pronounce.

THERE are no Manners fo innocent or reafonable,
which may not be render’d odious or ridiculous, if
meafur'd by a Standard, unknown to the Perfons ;
efpecially, if you employ alittle Art or Eloquence,
in aggravating fome Circumftances, and extenuating
others, as beft ferves the Purpofe of your Difcourfe.
All thefe Artifices may eafily be retorted on you.
Could I inform the Athenians, forInftance, there was
a Nation, wherein Adultery, both a&tive and paffive,
fo to fpeak, was in the higheft Vogue and Efteem :
Wherein every Man of Education chofe for his
Miftrefs a marry’"d Woman, the Wife, perhaps, of
his Friend and Companion ; and valu'd himfelf upon
thefe infamous Conquefts, as much as if he had been
feveral Times a Conqueror in Boxing or Wreftling
at the Olympic Games, Wherein every Man, alfo,
took a Pride in his Tamenefs and Facility with re-
gard to his own Wife, and was glad to make Friends
or gain Intereft by allowing her to proftitute her
Charms ; and even, without any fuch Motive, gave
her full Liberty and Indulgence. I afk, what Sen-
timents the Arhenians would entertain of fuch a Peo-
ple ; they who never mention’d the Crime of Adul-
tery but in Conjun&ion with Robbery and Poifon-

: ing ?
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ing ? Which would they admire moft, the Villainy
or the Meannefs of fuch a Conduét ?

Suourp I add, thatthe fame People were as proud
of their Slavery and Dependance as the Atbenians
were of their Liberty ; and tho’a Man among them
were oppreﬁ, difgrac’d, impoverifh’d, ‘infulted, or
imprifon’d by the Tyrant, he would ftill fegard it as
the higheft Merit to love, ferve, and obey him ;.
and even to die for his {malleft Glory or Satisfation:
Thefe noble Greeks would probably afk me, whether-
I fpoke of a human Society, or of fome inferior,.
{ervile Species.

"T'was then I might inform my Athenian Audience,
that thefe People, however, wanted' not Spirit and:
Bravery. If a Man, fays I, tho’ their intimate
Friend, fhould throw out, in a private Company, a:
Raillery againﬁ them, nearly approaching any of
thofe, with which your Generals and Demagogues
every Day regale each other, in the Face of the
whole City, they never can forgivé him ; but in
order to revenge themfelves, they oblige him imme-
diately to run them thro’ the Body, or be himfelf
murder'd. And if a 'Man, who 'is an abfolute
Stranger to them, fhould defire them, at the Peril
of their own Life, to cut the Throat of their Bofom-
companion, they immediately obey, and think them-

felves
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felves highly oblig’d and honour’d by the Commiffion.
Thefe ‘are their Maxims of Honour: This is their-
favourite Morality.

Bur tho' fo ready to draw their Sword againft:
their Friends and Countrymen’; no Difgrace, no In-
famy, no Pain, no Poverty will ever engage thefe:
People to turn the Point of it againft their own
Breaft. A Man of Rank would row in the Gallies,-
would beg his Bread, would languith in Prifon,
would fuffer any Tortures; and ftill preferve his
wretched Life. Rather than efcape his Enemies by
a generous Contempt of Death, he would infamoufly
receive the fame Death from his Enemies, aggra--
vated by their triumphant Infults, and by the moft.
exquifite Sufferings. A

"T1s very ufual too, continu’d I, amongft this.
People to fhut up feveral of their Children in 2 per-
petual Prifon (where every Art of plaguing, and
tormenting them is carefully ftudy’d and pratis'd)
in order, that another Child, whom they own to
have no greater or rather lefs Merit than the reft,
may enjoy their whole Fortune, and wallow in every
Kind of Voluptuoufnefs and Pleafure. Nothing fo-
virtuous in their Opinion as this barbarous Partia--

Tty

Bur
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Bur what is more particular in this whimficaf -
Nation, fay I to she Athenians, is, that a Frolic of
yours during the Saturnalia *, when the Slaves
are ferv’d by their Mafters, is ferioufly con-~
tinw'd by them thro’ the whole Year, and thro’ the
whole Courfe of their Lives ; and accompany’d too,
with fome Circumftances, which ftill farther augment
the Abfurdity and Ridicule. Your Sport only elevates
for a few Days thofe whom Fortune has thrown
-down, and whom fhe too, in Sport, may really ele-
vate for ever above you: But this Nation gravely.
exalt thofe, whom Nature has fubjetted to them,
and whofe Inferiority and Infirmities are abfolutely
incurable. The Women, tho’ without Virtue, are
their Mafters and Sovereigns : Thefe they reverence,
praife, and magnify : To thefe, they pay the higheft
Deference and Refpe&t : And in all Places and at.all
Times, the Superiority of the Females is readily
acknowledg'd and fubmitted to by every oge,. who
has the leaft Pretenfions to Education apd Politenefs.
Scarce any Crime would be fo univerfally detefted
as an Infradtion of this Rule,

® The Greeks kept the Feaft of Sarurn or Chronus, as well ap
the Romans, See Lucian, Epift: Satura,

Yaouw
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You need go no farther, reply’d Palamedes, 1can
eafily conjetture thePeople you aim at. The Strokes,
-with which you have painted them, are pretty juft ;
-and yet you muft acknowledge, that fcarce any
People are to be found, either in antient or modern
‘Times, whofe national Chara&er is, upon the Whole,
lefs liable to Exceptions. But I give you Thanks for
helping me out with my Argument. I had no In-
tention of exalting the Moderns at the Expence of
the Antients. I only meant to reprefent the Uncer-
tainty of all thefe Judgments concerning. Charaéters;
and to convince you, that Fathion, Vogue, Cuftom,

and Law were the chief Foundation of all moral
Determinations. The Athenians furely, were a civi-
liz’d, intelligent People, if ever there was one;
and yet their Man of Merit might, in this Age,
be held in Horror and Execration. The French are
alfo, without doubt, a very civiliz'd, intelligent
People; and yet their Man of Merit might, with
the Athenians, be an Obje& of the higheft Contempt
and Ridicule, and even Hatred. And what renders
* the Matter more extraordinary : Thefe two national
Charaers.are fuppos'd to be the moft fimilar of any
in antient or modern Times ; and while the Engli/p
flatter themfelves that they refemble the Romans,
their Neighbours on the Continent draw the Paralle]
betwixt themfclves and thefe polite Greeks. What
wide -
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w1de Dxﬁ'erence, therefore, in the Sentiments of
Morals, muft be found betwixt civiliz’d Nations and
Barbarians, or betwixt Nations whofe Charadters
have little in common? How fhall we pretend te-
fix a Standard for Judgments of this- Nature ?

By tracing Matters, reply’d I, alittle higher, and
.examining the firft Principles, which each Nation
eftablifhes, of Blame or Cenfure. 'The Rbine flows
North, the Rbone South ; yet both fpring from the
Jame Mountain, and are alfo aftudted, in theirop-
pofite Direcions, by the fame Principle of Gravity :
The different Inclinations of the Ground, on which
ithey run, caufe all the Difference of their Courfes.

In how many Circamftances would an Atbenian
and French Man of Merit certainly concur?  Good-
fenfe, Knowledge, Wit, Eloquence, Humanity,
Fidelity, Truth, Juftice, Courage, Temperancé,
~ Conftancy, Dignity of Mind. ~Thefe you have all
omitted ; in order to infit only on the Points, in
which they may, by Accident, differ. Very well :
I am willing to comply with you ; and fhall endea-
vour to account for thefe Differences from the moft
univerfal, eftablifh’d Principles of Morals.

THE Greek Loves, I carenot to examine more par-
txcularly I fhall only obferve, that, however blame-
able,
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-able, they arofe-from a very imnocent -Caufe, the

Frequency .of the Gymnaftic Exercifes amongft that

People ; and were recommended, tho’ abfurdly, as

“the Source of Friendthip, Sympathy, mutual Attach-

ment, and Fidelity * ; Qualities eﬁeem’d in all Na-
-tions and: all Ages.

THE Marriage of Half-brothers and Sifters feems
nQ great Dxﬁiculty Love betwixt the nearer Rela-
tions is contrary to Reafon and public Utility ; but
the precife Point, where we are to flop, can fcarcely
be determin’d by natural Reafon; and is therefore a
very proper Subject of municipal Law or Cuftom.
If the Athenians went a little too far on the one Side,
the Canon Law has furely pufh’d Matters a great
way into the other Extremity +.

Hap yon afkd 4 Parent at dthens, why he bereav’d
his Child of that Life, which he had fo lately given
it. ’Tis becaufe I love it, hewonld reply ; and re-
gard the Poverty it muft inherit from me, as a greater
Evil than a Death, which it is not capable of dread-
ing, feeling, or refenting .

How is public Liberty, the moft valuable of all
Bleflings, to be recoverd from the Hands of an

® Plit, Symp. P. 182. Ex Edit. Serr. 4 See Enquiry,
Sect, IV, { Plutarch, de amore prolis, fub fine.

Ufurper
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Ufurper or Tyrant, if his Power fhields him from
public Rebellion, and our Scruples from private
Vengeance ? That his Crime is capital by Law, you
acknowledge : And maft the higheft Aggravation of
his Crime, the putting himfelf above Law, form his
full Security ? You can reply nothing, but by fhow-
ing the great Inconveniencies of Affaflination ;
which, could any one have prov'd clearly to the
Antients, he had reform'd their Sentiments in this
Particular.

Acary, to caft your Eye on the PiGure I have
drawn of modern Manners ; there is almoft as great
Difficulty, Iacknowledge, to jultify French as Greek
Gallantry ; except only, that the former is much
more natural and agreeable than the latter. But our

. Neighbours, it feems, have refolv'd to facrifice fome
of the domeftic to the fociable Pleafures ; and to
prefer Eafe, Freedom, and an open Commerce to a
ftri¢t Fidelity and Conftancy. Thefe Ends are both
good, and are fomewhat difficult to reconcile ; nor
need we be furpriz'd, if the Cuftoms of Nations en-
cline too much, fometimes to the one Side, fometimes
to the other.

Tue moft _inviolable Attachment to the Laws of
our Country is every-where acknowledg’d a capital
Virtue ; and where the People are not o happy, as

1o
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to have any other Legiflature but a fingle Perfon, the
firictet Loyalty is, in that Cafe, the trueft Pa-
triotifm.,

NorHive furely can be more abfurd and barbarous
than the Pratice of Duelling ; but thofe, who.
juftify it, fay, that it begets Civility and Good-man-
mers. And a Duelift, you may obferve, always
values himfelf upon his Courage, his Senfe of Ho-
nour, his Fidelity and Friendfhip ; Qualities, which
are here indeed very oddly direfted, but have been

efteem’d univerfally, fince the Foundation of the
World.

Have the Gods forbid Self-murder? An Arfe-
nian allows, that it ought to be foreborn. Has the
Deity permitted it ? A Frenchman allows, that
Death is preferable to Pain and Infamy.

You fee then, continu'd I, that the Principles,
upon which Men reafon in Morals are always the
fame; tho’ the Conclufions they draw are often very
different. 'That they all reafon aright with regard to-
this Subject, more than with regard to any other, it
is not incumbent on any Moralift to thow. ’Tis
fufficient, that the original Principles of Cenfureor
Blame are uniform, and that erroneus Conclufions.
can be correéted by founder Reafonings and . a larger -

M Experience,
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“Experience. As many Ages as have.elaps'd fince
the Fall of Greeee and Reme, and fuch Changes as
dave arriv'd in Religion, Language, Laws, and
Cuftoms ; none of thefe Revolutions has ever pro-
duc’d any confiderable Innovation in the primary
Sentiments &f Morals, more than in thofe of external
Beauty. Some minute Differences, perhaps, may
be obferv’d in both. Horace ® celebrates a low Fore-
“head, and Amacreon join'd Eye-brows 4 : But the
Apollo and the Fenus of Antiquity are ftill ourModels
~for Male and Female Beauty ; in like Manner as the
Charater of Scipio continues our Standard for the
Glory of Heroes, and that of Corneliafor the Ho-
aour of Matrons.

It appears, that there never was any Quality, re-
-commended by any ome, as a Virtue or moral Ex-
«cellence ; but on acceunt of its being #ffa/, or
wagreeable, to a Man bimfelf, or to others. For what
other Reafon gan there ever be for Praife or Appro-
bation ?  Or where would be the Senfe of extolling
- good Charaler or A&ion, which, at the fame Time,

ds allow'd to be good for mothing ? All the Diffe-
.xences, therefore, in Morals may be reduc'd to this

® Epift. Lib, 1. Epift. 7. Allo Lib 3. Ode 3.

4 Ode 28, Petronius (Cap. 86.) joins both thefe Circumfiances
a8 Beauties,
one
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one general Foundation, and may be accounted for
by the different Views, which People take of thefe
Circumftances.

SomeriMes Men differ in their Judgment about
the Ufefulnefs of any Habit gr A&tion : Sometimes
alfo the peculiar Circamftances of Things render one
moral Quality more ufeful than others, and giveit 3
peculiar Preference. '

*T1s not furprifing, that, during 2 Period of War
ahd Diforder, the military Virtues fhould be more
celebrated than the pacific, and attra& more the Ad-
miration and Attention of Mankind. ¢ How ufual
“ is it,” fays Tully ®, « to find Gimbrians, Celtibes
* pians, and other Barbarians, who bear, with in-
“ flexible Conftancy, all the Fatigues and Dangers
¢ of the Field; but are immediately difpirited
“ ander the Suffrance and Hazard of a languifhing
s Diftemper : While, on the other hand, the Grezés '
* patiently endure the flow Approaches of Death,
<«¢ when arm’d with Sicknefs and Difeafe ; but ti-
s moroufly fly his Prefence,s when he attacks them
o violently with Swords and Falchions!” So oppo.
fite is even the fame Virtue of Courage amongft
warlike or peaceful Nations! And indeed, we may

L4 TlfC' Q&ﬂ. ubo 2
M 2 obferve,
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“obferve, that as the Difference betwixt War and
Peace is the greateft, that .arifes among Nations and
public Societies, it produces alfo the greateft Varia-
tions in moral Sentiment, and diverfifies the moft our
Idea of Virtue and perfonal Merit.

"SoMETIMES t00, Magnanimity, Greatnefs of
Mind, Difdain of Slavery, inflexible Rigour and
Initegrity-may fuit better the Circumftances of one Age
than thofe of another, and have a more kindly In-
fluence, both on public Affairs, and on-a Man's own

~ Safcty and Advancement. Our Idea of Merit,
¢herefore, will alfo vary a little with thefe Variations;
and Labes, perhaps, be cenfur'd for the fame Qua-
Xifies, which procur'd Cato the higheft Approbation,

A Decret of Luxury may be ruinous and perni-
cious in a Native of Switzerland, which only fofters
the Arts, and encourages Induftry in a Freachman or
Englifpman. We are not, therefore, to exgegt,
either the fame Sentiment, or the fame Laws in Berues
that prevail in London or Paris.

- Drererent Cuftoms have alfo fome Influence,
as well as different Utilities ; and by giving an early
Biafs to the Mind, may produce a fuperior Propen-
firy, cither to the ufeful or the agreeable Qualities ; to

C £hofe;
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" thofe, which regard Self, or thofe, which extend to
Society. Thefe four Sources of moral Sentiment
fill fubfift; but particular Accidents may, at one.
Time, make one of them flow with greater Abun-
dnce than at another.

"Tur Cuftoms of fome Nations fhiut up the Women.
from all focial Commerce : Thofe of others make
“them fo eflential a Part of Society and Converfation,
that, except where Bufinefs is canvafs’d, the Male-fex
alone are fuppos'd abfolutely incapable of mutual
" Difcourfe and Entertainment.  As this Difference is-
‘the moft material, that can happen in private Liﬁ:,
it muft alfo produce the greateft Variation in our
moral Sentiments, '

Or all Nations in the World, where Polygamy
‘was not allow’d, the Grerks feem to have been the
moft referv'd in their Commerce with the Fair-fex,
and to have xmp05 d on them the firifteft Laws of
Modefty and Decency. We have a ﬁronglnﬁance
of this in an Oration of Lyffas*. A Widow injur’d,
ruin’d, undone, callsaMeeting of a few of her nearcft
Friends and Relations ; and tho’ never before ac- -
cuftom'd, fays the Orator, to fpeak in the Prefence
of Men, the Diftrefs of her Circumffances conftrain'd

® Qrat. 33. . o
: M3 her
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her to lay the Cafe before them. Her very Opening
her Mouth in fuch Company requir'd, it feems, an

Apology.

Whew Dmgﬂémh profecuged his Tutors, to make
them refund his Patrimony, it became neceffary for
him, in the Courfe of the Law.fuit, to prove that
the Marriage of Aphobus’s Sifter with Oxeter was en-
tirely fraudulent, and that, notwithftanding her
.Sham-marriage, the had liv’d with her Brother at
Athens for two Years laft paft, ever fince her Divorce
from her former Hufband. And ’ds remarkable,
that tho' thefe were People of the firft Fortune and
Diftin&tion in the City, the Orator could prove this
Fa& no Way, but by calling for her female Slaves
to be put to the Queftion, and by the Evidence of
one Phyfician, who had feen her in her Brother’s
Houfe during her Illnefs *. So referv'd were Greek
Manners. :

W may be certain, that an extreme Purity was
the Confequence of this Referve. Accordingly, we
find, that, except the fabulous Stories of an Helen.
and a Clytemnefira, there fcarce is an Inftance of any
Event in the Greek Hiftory, that proceeded from the
Intrigues of Women. On the other hand, in modern

e Ig oumo . ~
Times,
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‘Fimes, particularly in a neighbouring Nation, the:
Eemales enter into all-Tranfaltions and all Manage- -
ment of Church and State ; and no Man can fuc--
ceed, who takes not care to obtain their good Graces.
Harry the third; by incurring the Difpleafure of.the:
Fair, endanger'd his Crown, and loft his Life, as.
much as by his Indulgence to Herefy.

*T'1s needlefs to diflemble : The Confequence of a:
very free Commerce betwixt- the Sexes, and of their-
living much together, will often terminate in In--
trignes and Gallantry. We muft {acrifice fomewhat :
of: the »/zful, if we be very anxious to obtain all the .
agreeable Qualities ; and cannot preterd to reach alike .
every Kind of Advantage. Inftances of Licence,
daily multiplying, will weaken the Scandal with the
one Sex, and teach the other, by Degrees, to adopt
the: famons Maxim of /& Fontaine, with regard to.
female Infidelity, #hat if one knoaws it, it is but a fmalk
Matter ; if one knowws it not, it is nothing ®,

Some People are inclin'd to think, that the beft
Way of adjufting all Differences, and of keeping
the proper Medium betwixt the agreeable and ufesul:
Qualities of the Sex is to live with them after the.

®  Quand on le fgait c’eft peude chofe 5-
Qgand oa ne le ffait pas, ce n'eft rien,
) M4 Manner
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Manner of the Romans and the Englifs (for the
Cuftoms of thefe two Nations feem fimilar in this
Refpett #) that is, witheut Gallantry + and without
Jealoufy. By a Parity of Reafon, the Cuftoms of
the Sfaniards and of the Italians of an Age ago (for
the prefent are very different) muft be the worft of
any ; becaufe they favour both Gallantry and Jea-
lou(y

Nor will thefe different Cuftoms of Nations affe
only the one Sex : The Idea of perfonal Merit in
the Males muft alfo be fomewhat different, with re-
gard, at leaft, to Converfation, Addrefs, and Hu-
mour. 'The one Nation, where the Men live much
apart, will naturally more efteem Prudence, the
other, Gaiety : With the one, Simplicity of Man-
ners will be in the higheft Refpet ; with the other,
Politenefs. The one will diftinguifh themfelves by

N

» During the Time of the Emperors, the Roseans feem to have
been more given to Intrigues and Gallantry than the Englifb ave at
prefent ¢ And the Women of Condition, in order to retain thei,
Lovers, endeavour’d to fix a Name of Reproach on thofe, who
were addicted to Wenching and lew Amours, They were call’d
Ancillarioli, See Seneca de Beneficiis, Lib. 3. Cap.g. Secallo
Martial, Lib. 32. Epig. 58,

1 The Gallantry here meant is that of Amours and Attach-
ments, not that  f Complaifance, which is as much pay’d to the
fair Sex in England 83 in any other Country,

Good-
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Good-fenfe and Judgment ; the other, by Tafte and
Delicacy : The Eloquence of the former will fhine
moft in the Senate; that of the other, on the The-
atre. ’ ’ .

Tnese, I fay, are the maswral Effe@ts of fuch
Cuftoms. For it muft be confeft, that Chance has a
greatInfluence onnationalManners ; and many Events
happen in Society, which are not to be accounted
for by general Rules. Who could i'magine, for
Inftance, that the Romans, who liv'd freely with their
Women, fhould be very indifferent about Mufics
and efteem Dancing infamous : While the Greeks,
who never almoft faw a Woman but in their own
Houfes, were continually piping, finging, and danc-
ing ? o

Tur Differences of moral Sentiment, which na-
turally arife from a republican or monarchical Go-
vernment, are alfo very obvious; as well as thofe,
which proceed from general Riches or Poverty,
Union or Fattion, Ignorance or Learning. I fhall
conclude this long Difcourfe with obferving, that
different Cuftoms and Situations vary the original
Ideas of Merit (however they may, fome Confe-
quences) in no very eflential Point, and prevail
chiefly with regard to young Men, who can afpire

to
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to the agreeable Qualities, and may attempt to pleafe,.
The MANNER, the ORNAMENTS, the
GRACES, that fucceed in this Shape, are more.
arbitrary and cafual : But the Merit of riper Years is-
almoft every-where the fame ; and confifts chiefly in
Integrity, Humanity, Ability, Knowledge and the:
ether more folid and ufeful Qualities of the human.
Mind.

Wuar you infitt on, reply'd Palamedis, may Kave
" fome Foundation, when you ftick to the Maxims of
common Life and ordinary Condu&. Experience
and the Praftice of the Wesld seadily correft any-
great Extravagance on either Side. But what fay:
yon to artificial Lives and Manners? How do yom
reconcile the Maxims, on which thefe are founded ?

Wuar do you underftand by artificial Lives and.
Manners, faid I? I explain myfelf, reply’d he,
You know, that Religion had, in antient Times»
very little Influence on common Life, and that,
after Men had perform'd their Duty inSactifices and
Prayers at the Temple, they thought, that the Gods
left the reft of their Condu& to themfelves, and were:
little pleas’d, or offended with thofe Virtues and
Vices, that only affeCted the Peace and Happinefs of
human Society. In thofe Ages, 'twas the Bufinefs
of Philofophy alone to regulate Men's ordinary Be-

haviour
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havigur and Deportment ; and accordingly, we may
obferve, that this being the fole Principle, by which
a Man could elevate himfelf above his Fellows, it
acquir'd a mighty Afcendant over many, and pro-
duc’d great Singularities of Maxims and of Con-
duét. At prefent, that Philofophy has loft the Al-
Lurement of Novelty, it has no fuch extenfive Influ-
ence ; but feems to confine itfelf moflly to Specula-
tions in the Clofet ; in the fame Manner, asthe an-
tient Religion. was limited to Sacrifices in the Tem-
ple. Its Place is now fupply’d by the modern Reli-
gion, which infpe&ts our whole Conduét, and pre.
fcribes an univerfal Rule to our A&ions, to our
Words, to our very Thoughts and Inclinations ; 8
Rule fo much the more auftere, that it is guarded by
infinite, tho’ diftant, Rewards and Punifhments ;
and na Infraction of it can eviy be conceal’d or dif-
guis'd.

DIOGENES is the moft celebrated Model of
extravagant Philofophy. Let us feck a Parallel o
him in modern Times. We fhall not difgrace amy
philofophic Name by a Comparifor with the Dori-
mics ot Loyolas, or any canoniz’d Monk or Friar.
Let us compare him to Paftal/, 2 Man of Parts and.
Genius as well as Diogenes himfelf ; and perhaps too,
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a Man of Virtue, had he allow’d his virtuous Incli-
nations to have exerted and difplay’d themfelves. -

Tue Foundation of Diogenes’s Condu& was ta
render himfelf an independent Being as much.as
poffible, and to confine all his Wants and Defires and
Pleafures within himfelf and his own Mind: The
Aim of Pafeal was to keep a perpetual Senfe-of his
Dependance before his Eyes, and never to forget his
numberlefs Whants and Neceffities. The Antient
fuppotted himfelf” by Magnanimity, Oftentation,
Pride, and the Idea of kLis own Superiority above

his Fellow-creatures. The Modern made conftant

Profefion of Humility and Abafement, of the Con-
‘tempt and Hatred of himfelf ; and’ endeavonr'd to
attain thefe fuppos’d Virtues, as far as they are at-

tainable. The Aufterities of the Greed were in order
to inure himfelf to Hardfhips, and prevent his ever

fuffering : Thofe of the Freschman were embracd

merely for their own Sake, aud in order to fuffer as

much as pofiible. ThePhilofopher-indulp¥l himfelf in

‘the moft beaftly Pleafures, even in public : The- Saint
vefus'd himfelf the: moft innocent, ¢ven in private:
-The former thought it his Duty to love his Friends,
and to rail at them, and reprove them, and fcold

them : The latter endeavour’d to be abfolutely in-
-different towards. his negreft Relations, and to-love
.and fpeak well of his Enemies. The great Obje&t
of
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of Disgemes’s Wit was every Kind of Superftition;
thatis, every Kind of Religion known in his Time.
The Mortality of the Soul was his Standard Prin-
ciple; and even his Sentiments of a Divine Provi-
dence feem to have been very licentious. The moft
ridiculous Superftitions dire@ted Pafeals Faith and
Praftice ; ‘and'an extreme Contempt of this Life, in
Comparifon-of the future, was the chief Foundation
of his Condu&. .

In fuch a remarkable Contraft do thefe two Men
fland : Yet both of them have met with univerfai
Admiration in their different Ages, and have been
propos’d as Models of Imitation. Where then is
the univerfal Standard “of Morals, which you talk
of ! And what Rule fhall we eftablith for the many
different, nay contrary Sentiments of Mankind ?

--An Experiment, {aid 1, that facceeds in the An',
will not always fucceed in a Vacuum. When Men
depart from the Maxims of cemmon Reafon, and
a&'e& thefe artificial Lives, as you call them, no-one
can anfwer for what will pleafe ordifpleafe them.
They are in a different Element from the reft of
Markind ; and the natural Principles of their Mind
play not with the fame Regularity, as if left to them-
felves, free from the Illufions of religious Superftition
or philofophical Enthafiafm.

FINTIS -
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