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Note: The author is doing this introduction to “Gill's
Historical Index Online” in the hope that young budding
gemologists will be inspired to know that they can, with
enough determination, make a major difference in our
young science.

| was born on March 2, 1949 in Portland, Oregon and spent
the first 20 years of my life in Vancouver, Washington; just
across the Columbia River from Portland. My mother,
Trudi ‘Osborne’ Gill, was an avid traveler so every summer
from 1960 - 1969 | would go with her overseas. We
traveled all through Japan, Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan
and the rest of SE Asia. Then we went to every country in
Central and South America, followed by West and North
Africa. We continued on to most every country in Europe.
| never met any other travelers in these early days and the
world was completely different to what it is as we travel
today. While visiting 65 or 70 countries | noticed jewelry
stores and thought to maybe go in that business so | could
continue traveling as an adult.



My father, Dr. Joseph Howland Gill, MD, an Orthopedic
Surgeon in private practice and a senior professor at the
University of Oregon Medical School was always
interested in learning new things. He took a course in
geology and asked me to go sit in on his classes and that
became a first love for me. | went to The Oregon Museum
of Science and Industry, OMSI for 3 weeks at Camp
Hancock in eastern Oregon during 2 summer sessions,
where we studied geology. | graduated with a B.Sc. in
1970 from Portland State University in both Geology and
Physical Geography. Then | took a job for one year at
Fox’s Gem Shop, a fine jewelry store in Seattle. | started
the GIA home courses while in Seattle and that is when |
started a mad passion for collecting all books and
publications in English on every aspect of gems and
jewelry. | then moved from Seattle to Denver in 1972
where | took some graduate courses in geology at Colorado
School of Mines. | was doing a lot of research at the US
Geological Survey nearby and there learned about the
Gemological Association of Great Britain and it’s very
coveted degree F.G.A.. Usually it is a 2 year intense
course, where one in five people who take the exams
manage to pass. Because of my geology background |
talked them into letting me take only the second year and
challenging the first year exam without taking the actual
course and they said OK. So | took the GIA final exams
and the two British exams over a consecutive three days, at
the USGS Library with a professor acting as proctor. |
received my GIA “Gemologist” degree dated Aug. 23,
1973 and mv British dearee “Fellow of the Gemmoloaqical



Association of Great Britain” or F.G.A. dated Nov.19,
1973. Later in 1975 the American Gem Society AGS gave
me the “Certified Gemologist” degree.

Working for J. & S.S. DeYoung's in Boston as their head gemologist
from 1974 - 1980
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December 10, 1875

KMr. Joseph G111l

5. & 8. De'Young, Inc.
373 Washington Street
Bosthn, Mess. 02108

Dear Joe:

—— if;?ﬂydney hqs told me that you are the hest guthority
5‘ on the history of the jewelry industry in this country
f%%#fjgﬁi and have the most complete biblicgraphy on the subject.
As ygu_knaw. the Council is the nationwide non-profit
publicity and promotion organization of the entire
industry. In eelgheating the Bisomdeanial oo whoeas
l?ke-tﬁftell the public aboul the jewelry industey..-. . =50«
history in this country and its contributions to

our society. Accordingly, we should appreciate any
help you can give, '

Incidentally, the Council has designated the diamond
ruby and sapphire as the official gems of the Bi-
Centennial. T

With many thanks and every good wish,

Morton R. Sarett

President

| am and always have been an information collector. | did
my “Gill’s Index” for the GIA in the 1970s, with the
encouragement of Dick Liddicoat President of the GIA
among others, as a labor of love.

| was working for J. & S.S. DeYoung's in Boston as their
gemologist from 1974 - 1980. | helped make the single
biggest sale in the history of this firm to the King of Saudi



Arabia, by providing an extensive provenance from my
personal library on gems and jewelry with some 65 pages
of documentation of ALL references in the English
language. Both the Nassak Diamond 43.38 carats with GIA
NY Certificate #23998 “D” “internally Flawless” bought in
mid 1976 & a unique Gem Burmese Ruby of 35.22 carats
bought in 1978 with GIA NY Certificate #141093 (soon re-
polished to 34.25 carats) were extensively documented with
all records coming from my personal library at my home.
These leather bound documents were done by me without
any request from DeYoungs, as an effort from their new
young 24 years old gemologist to show them what | was
capable of producing. As the firm’s European salesman
explained twice after this sale was completed, to all those at
DeYoung’s, “the King had seen the stones before from our
business partner and was not impressed. When shown both
gems on the second showing he was also given the 2
leather bound volumes of extensive research on them. He
read them for half an hour and then agreed to purchase both
these fine gems”. | not only did not receive any
commission for my critical part in this record making sale
but not so much as a thanks or that was a good job. See the
article by David Federman, editor of “Modern Jeweler” on
this sale and other interesting background, reproduced
below. As Richard T. Liddicoat says in the foreword of
“MODERN JEWELER'S GEM PROFILE, THE
FIRST 607, 1988, by David Federman, "No one
investigates a subject in more depth than Mr. Federman and
no one writes with greater clarity on the matters that he
studies so assiduously.” (see, GEMS & GEMOLOGY, Fall
1988. Book Reviews. p. 191 -192 and GEMS &



GEMOLOGY, Spring 2002, “Richard T. Liddicoat, The
Ultimate Gemologist”, By Dona M. Dirlam, pp. 2 - 13). For
the 24 years since this article was first widely circulated
there has not been one serious objection as to accuracy of
any of the statements related therein. 1 did learn much from
this significant experience about the importance of good
research and establishing an extensive provenance on
historic gems and jewels. Bob Crowningshield, Vice
President of GIA & head of the GIA labs in NYC, called
me in early 1980 as a last resort, concerning the famous
“The Crown of the Andes”. | happily supplied him with
not only extensive documentation but also the current
owner’s name (see documents below). Mary Murphy, head
gemologist at Christies in NYC called me about the same
time, about a piece they had for auction, “The Green Cross”
from the Henry Phillip Hope Collection (then owner of the
famous “Hope Diamond” that is now in the Smithsonian). |
gladly sent Mary the pictures and the original description of
this unique green gem. | had taken these pictures from the
personal copy of Mr. Henry Thomas Hope’s (signed by
him), “Henry Phillip Hope Catalogue” that was published
in London in 1838 and this was now in my library (see
documents below). Christies used all this in their jewelry
sale catalog for Geneva 1980, and | was happy to help them
on this matter as well as several other instances.

Modern Jeweler by David Federman, Editor
Jan 1985
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Cuddle up with Trobot
Frank Trozzo has seen the future and it
definitely has robots in it Praving that
# really good designer makes use of
gverything he seas, Trozeo used this
nan-hurnan davice in a unique piece of
Jewalrwisculptore. His creation. which
he ealls Trobot, was designed for the
Wilhelrm Muller jowslry cempetition
neld im West Garmany, Working with
18 karat yellow gold, platinum, and 2
variety of gemstones, Trozzo designed
& |zwelry suits that forms an elongatad
body. The heed s a ring; the torsa s 2
pendant; the arms ars earrings and the
legs form & bracalet. Made entiraly by
hand, the piece is set with emeralds,
black jede, diamonds, 2 cultured
pear], 3 sapphire and a ruby,

Thiz plece would be netleworthy just
for lts conception, but Trozzo has suc-
cessfully sxecuted this rather comali-
cated |dea into a structure that warks
Baosh 2s & sculpiure and as jewelry. He
can be persuaded to pert with it for
£33.000, He can be found at Aurum
Callery in Ban Francisco.

Ettagale Blauer

Frank Trozee's Trabo?

| Although Gill never received a sin-
gle penny in commission far helping
to close the $3.7 million zale of the
Iwa stanes, he still considars this mo-
mant the high point of his colarful ca
rear, ‘It proved the usefulness of all
my biblingraphical Inclinations,” he
savs. “Jewelers and dealens just dom't
z2e how impodtant the kind af re
search | do s in their sveryday busi-
ness lives."

Trips to his parsonal library, which,
amang othar things, boasts copies of
every gemalogical Journal back to
1882, hawe helped Gill, 2%, imany
times aince. [n May 1980, for instance,
when he headed Sotheby Parke Ber-
nel's Los Angeles awction gallery, his
Jibrary provided impartant back-
ground on the famous Hope gresn
eroes, a pendant with six fancy natural
green diamoends (one of the rerest
shadss of fancy colors for 2 dlamond),
that fetched ever 3350,000 at a Zurich,
Switzarland zale.

Sines 1981, Gill and his fellow Gl
graduate gemolegist Richard Shonsll
have run a swccessiol ostate jewslny
business in San Francizco callad Gill
and Shortell Lid, Howover, Gill, 2 proli-
fle article writer whao has published in

Joseph Gill:

One for the books

When Lhe king of Saudi Arabia was
first affered the 43.38-carat Massak
diameond in 1977, he dismissad the
emerald-shaped slans as ugly—des.
pite a grading report from the Qemea.
legical Instivute of America stating [t

would disqualify the stans from a flaw-
lass rating.}

But whal the stene lacked in beauty
il mare than made up for in histerlcal
significance.

That's when Joseph Gill, then a
gemclogist with J. & 5.5, DeYoung,
the famcus Boston estate goods firm
that cwned the stone In partnership
with Bulgari in Europe, asked for a
chence o seve the sale, He went o his
personal library of over BO0 boaks and
several thouwsand artlcles pertaining to
gerns and jewalry and traced the dia
mand back 1o the 1830s, By assembl-
ing each reference 10 the stone he
could find in his callection In a leather-
b presentation book, he gave the
stone a formal provenance it had
lacked.

“When the king was shown the dia-
mond Tor e s2cond time, be protest
ad,” Gill relates. "Then it was ex-
plained that it had greei historlcal sig-

was WFlewless, (Today its graininess |

nificance and ke was given my e
search. It impressad hlm 5o much be
decided to buy the stone.’

Mat anly that, the kimg bought an
sccompanying 34.25.carat Burma
rubwy for which Gill had also prepared
historical documentation, His report
showed thal the stone had first surfac-
ed in Eurape in 1870 when L was
baught by 2 London cutter from the
king of Burma.

Jaseph Gilf

the likes of Jeuslers’ Clrewdar-Reystane
and Do znd Gemology, remaing 84
passlonate about ressarch as ever. In-
desd, he helpad us uncover dozens of
majar newspeper and magazine arli-
cles an the history of American diz-
mand culling, the cover story af this
menti's Modam Jdewsler,

Interestingly, even it Gill had nat
miade himszlf personally availzble for
this project, b still would have been of
Invaiuable assistance, In 1978, GlA
published his Indispensable reference
book, Gil's index to Jourmals, Adicloes
and Boofs Relating to Gems and Jewel-
ru. It is the only such index in the En
glish language and, of caurse, all of its
listings can be fownd in Gill's own per-
sonal library.

Maturally, Gill is quite proed of his
likrary, firat begun in 1967, three years
| befare he received a B.S, degree in
geology and geegraphy lrom Partland
Etate. By 1972, he says, his collection
was pretly close 1o its present state. 7|
have an insatiable urge do have the
best" he confides, “That's why my Il
brary became a kind of obsession with

It ix amazing that Gill, by 1973 both
2 GG, and o fellow of the Gemological
Association of Great Britain, could
have found the money 10 amass a li-
brary of such size and ranking. A jew-
| eiry store clerk and then a government
| geologist, he maneged to come up

MODERM JEWELER



wlth the thousands af dollars it took to
buy the rare books he kept finding.
in 1973, Gill decided to end his days
of what he calls “penury and
abscurity.” 5o he hopped a Grayhound
bus lem Portland, Ore, and went
atraight to Mew York City, "My ides,”
hes saya, “was to walk up and down
Fifth Avenue, look at all the fine jewsl-
ry stores there, then cheosze the one

Arpels, and lanely from mights at the
lecal YMCA, Gill struck up & convarsa-
tion with “a dapper-looking man™ whe
was looking at goods in the windew.
As fate would have i, the man was the
chief jawelry designer for Harry Win-
ston [ne, He told Gill he would be hat.
ter off with Winston and arranged for a
jab interview that afternoon at which
Gill weas birad. “lLwas Friday,” Gill cane

at the YMCA, |freaked out and jumped |
on a bus 1o Portlend, Cre”

From Portland, Gl went to Tanads
whers ke was to work for Hanry Birks,
But when gowernment red tape pre-
vented him from getling 2 work per-
mit, he decided 10 buy a jalopy and
drive to Boston to lend a job with J, &
5.5, DeYoung, “a firm with a very
goad name that | kepl hearing about”

tinues. “l was told o report an Mon-
day. Bul at the thought of a weekend

In early 1975, Gill arrived in Boston
and called the firm e Introduce hirme
salf. By luck, he was given to Joseph
Samuels, the firm's pwner. “This is
Jazeph Gill and I've just driven across
the country for six days just far the pri-
vilege of talking ko you,” he opsned
the conversation. Samuels said he had
no positien evailable, "l understand,”
Glll remambers himself saying, "But
why don't we creste ene?” And that's
Just what Samuels did, Gill worked [ar
DeYoung for five years, then left in
1980 for Sotheby's.

Mow, busy wilth 2 prospering busi
ness, Gill would like te s21l his library,
“This is a resource which | wish more
it | could use,” he say=. “I've gotten the sa-
[ tisfaction 1 need from building it and
i proving its worth, Mow it should be
\| shared with the trade.”

[rawid Fedemnan

most suited far me”
| Standing outside of Yan Cleef and

| had to make private sales to support my gem book
collecting habit. | managed to get a library when these
books were still cheap and it included ALL the publications
and books published in English that John Sinkankas,
famous gemstone writer and gem book collector, had and
more on gems and jewelry. | stayed at John’s house in San
Diego several times and we were close friends since 1968.
| was always proud when | visited John Sinkankas at his
home in latter years to see my ”Gill’s Index” on a small
shelf of books at his desk, where he did all his writing next
to his 14,000 book library. The John Sinkankas Library
was purchased by the GIA in 1987 and now makes up the
core of the entire GIA’s world class library.

| did not know how to type so when | did my index | hand
wrote each entry on 5 by 8 inch cards about 4 feet thick of



them. Each time | read a new sentence | had to look up the
right card to make the annotated entry. After 9 years of
work | completed a 420 page book with over 14,000
entries. So you can look up France and find that a rough
diamond was found there or what gems were found in
Antarctica or California or Nigeria or Ghana or Florida or
in the oceans or anywhere including from outer space. You
can find all the references ever in English from the first
book done by Thomas Nicols on gems in 1652 until 2008,
near 350 years of all the publication in English on gems
along with more than 18 journals on gems and minerals. |
went through each sentence of each publication and all was
put in this handwritten annotated index. I did my work in
my small apartment with my wife typing out the final draft
(an 18 month job). This was only the second book ever
published by the GIA that was not done by a member of its
own staff. See G & G, Fall 1980 p. 367 - 368 “Where
Have All Our Answers Gone” and on p. 368 - 369 “Gill’s
Index” reviewed by Dr. Edward Gubelin. Gubelin says
“The idea and concept of Gill’s Index should be taken up
by other scientific branches of knowledge. After all, the
motto for the expert stands: Not the not-knowing is
shameful, but the not-knowing where you could look it up”.
Dr. Gubelin did seven different very positive reviews of
“Gill’s Index” in four languages and called it “a marvelous
index”. Dr. Wendell E. Wilson, editor of The
Mineralogical Record in his own full review of “Gill’s
Index” agrees with Gubelin by saying “Why has such a
comprehensive index not been produced for other
important areas of study”, and Wilson continues “Gill’s
Index represents an enormous labor of love requiring years



of work, significant funds, and a degree of motivation
beyond most authors”. G & G Summer 1979 p. 190 “GIA
Publishes An Essential Gem Book, GILL’S INDEX, this
will be updated every few years” and Richard Liddicoat
also proclaimed in the G & G “The GIA is proud to
announce the publication of “Gill’s Index” as part of a
continued effort to keep the jewelry and gem industry
informed”. | had the opportunity to talk to Dick Liddicoat
at his home via phone three months before his passing and
he was most enthusiastic about the idea of putting the
“Gill’s Index”” on the web as “Gill's Historical Index
Online” where interested people, including authors, could
continually update it. Winter G & G 1979-1980 p. 250 top
right reads “GIA’s latest Reference book”, “information is
easy to find with Gill’s Index” (see documents below).

“Gill’s Index” was only the 2" book ever
published by the GIA that was not written by
a member of the GIA’s own staff
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soston, Mass. 02108 el TERELE A : ¢ J L
Dear Joe, P TR _; pE iy

" When I Toaked Fnr' your jade notes [ uncovered the following letter

which-1 wrote some time ago bui never had typed! Just wanted you
to know I hadn't forgotten.

L

April 23; 1976

: ¢ PRT S a ]
e oo i 410 i i b e Sk . s i s, meam it e S

Many thanks for sending the jade bibliography which is enclosed.

I spoke with Mr. Liddicoat who advises that he doesn't believe it
15 necessary to get pzrmission for entries in a bibliagraphy. Alse,
that GIA is interested in seeing your bibliography with the possi-
bil11tvrof puhlisk

It was gond to see you at the Conclavs. Congratulation: on & Jjob
well done with "Gemology in Pictures™i

Sincereiv,

ﬂemuiug1ﬁgf Institute of America

Bert /Krashes -
Azstl Direciop-Gem Trade Laboratory



GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA
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June 16, 1977

Mr. Joseph O, Gill

J. & 5 5. DeYoung, Inc,

373 Washington Street
Baston, Massachuselts 02108

Dear Joe:
We will publish the material you put topether, but I would appre-

ciate T11f you would send me a copy so that | can look it over to
be sure that we want to publish it in just its present form,

Cordially,
GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA
tlj-‘ﬁdri-'"

Richard . T, Liddicoat, Jr.
FPresident

ETL:pk



CGILL'S INDEX T JOURNALS
ARTICLES, AND BOOKS RELAT-
ING T0 GEMS AND JEWELRY, by
Josepn OL iR, BSe, GO, FGA-
4200 papes; x&lE Gomolagieal Jrsi.
ferle of Ameriea; 52450 First Edicion,
197

Have you ever nesdsd additional
information on color treated diamonds
or i certain synthetic or naturzl gem
material and nel known whese 1o
look? A sowrce of sources iz now
available Lo aid 2l interested in the
science of gamolony.

The Gemological Institute of Amer-
iz has just published the long awaited
Gill’s Index to Joirnaly, Articles and
Baaks Relating to Gems and Tewelry,
[t &= 2 toml subject index to the
literature of gems and jewelry.

This A20-puge book provides a
curmtlitive index for quick relerence
tor the world's eighleen leading jour-
nals and books on gemelony, miner
alogy, jewelry and lapidary. The easy
to-read Tommal is anall inclusive index,
with ezch eniry annotated for quick
evaluation of content, The amateur to
the professional will find it an invaly-
able source for gem mformation from
zctinolite o zoisite and Afghanistan 1o
Lambiz. Fach subject of this indax has
been bBroken down by individual jour

190

GIA Publishes An
Essential Gem Book

nal, lhus eliminating time wasting
hours researching a particular subject
of interest. Comsidering most people
have only one or two journal sts to
work from, the range of wuses are
inmamerzble for a book of this formar.

This bock will be uwsed by the
worldwide pemological  associations,
students of gemology, jewelers, miner-
alugisls, lapidaries, mussums, librasies,
writers and anvone planning gemologi-

-gal field (fps throughowt the world.
Geilds Tl will b2 updated every -

few wears so valuatle and pertinenl-
information will ke available right at
your finger tips for uss in your busi-
ness or hobhy, :

The suthor, Mr. Joseph O. Gill,
B.Sc., G.G., F.G.A., Gemaologist for T,
& 5.8, De Young of Boston, Masachu-
seits, i zn awthenly on gem and
jewelry literature in the English langu-
2oz His articles ave been published in
Germn & Gemalogy, Teweler's Circular
Keyvitone and Lapidery Journal

The G1A is proud to announce the
publication of Gl fndey as parl of
our continoing efforl to keep the
jawelry und pemn industry informed.
All Evuiries about Gill's Fradex should
be sent to the GIA Dookstore at 1733
Stewarl Street, Santa Monica, Cali
fornia 90404,

GEMS & GEMOLOGY

(

Sternmer [T 7T

G & G, Fall 1980 p. 367 — 369



where Have All Our Answers Gone? . ..
Or . .. Let Me Introduce You to Gill's Index

By JOSEPH 0. GILL, C.G., F.G.A,
Sotheby, Parke Berngtl, Inc.
Loz Angeles, California

What is @ Gill's Index? Gill's Index
iz the guidehook to all English lan-
auage lirerature on the subject of gems
and jewslry . . . the bringing together
and the mapping out of thal vast bady
of published knowledge on this spe-
cialized subjcct. This is the firsl time
an effer of this kind has been made . .
and efform it was!

Cver a perind of 12 years | have
heen collecting & library of &ll books,
papers and journals in the English
languege on gems and jewelry, For the
first five vears [sent ot wani-lists 1o
aver 300 fine book dealers all over the
waorld and wrote o minimum of 20
Tetters cach dav. Tt was a “blitzkricg
attack” Lo crcate i somplete resourcs
linrary as rapidly as possible. 10 was
my intention to find every sure and old
book available on the market having
referenee 1o gems, Since 1 only read
English and | wanted 2 usahle research
[ibrary, the only limitation [ placed an
my collzcting was that all puhlications
pad to be in the Unglish lanpge. 1
segrched the bibliegraphy of cach new
acquisition for other related publi-
cations on gems and luter found most
of thos references

366

FALL 1280

Juernal collscting proved to be the
most challenging. Lt was like assemb-
ling @ puzzle—irying to picce togerher
the hundreds of odd issues noeded Lo
complete ench set of journals.
Throuph the courtesy of several gem
instituies, my needs were made known
through their publications. This was
done 2z a kindness and | deeply
appreciate all their clforts, Ulimately,
full sets af all the major and many of
the minar journals were collected, The
articles in the journals were amieing
in that theyv covered 10 depth 50 many
tare und unigue subjects. One eon-
centrated on lapidary, another on
locations, and yel another on tech-
nical pemology or jewelry styles. OF
the journals | collested, the earliest
commenced publication in 1382 and
weveral continee 1o the present day, so
it is possible to witness on the spol the
development of the science of gem-
ology.

These journals together were like an
immmense volume of knowlsdge but
with no index or luble of contents.
had accomplished my goal of col-
lecting & comprehensive Tesearch
library only Lo find that it was of litk

GEWMS & GEMOLOGY

367



BOOK REVIEW
GILL'S INDEX by Jomph O. Gill, C.G., F.G.A,

Wihat is 2 Gill's Indax? Gill's Indax i3 the guidebook w all English
lzniuage literature on the sebject of gems and jewelry ., , . the bringing together
and the mapping cut of that vest bady of published kn owiledpa on this special-
ized subject. This iz the first tima an effart of this kind has been made .. .and
effart it wasl

Over a period of 12 vaess | have basn collecting a library of all books,
pepers and journels in the English language on gems and jewalry. Far the first
fiva yvears | sent out wantdists to gver 300 %ins baok dealers all aver the warld
and wrote 3 minimum of 20 lettars ssch day. It was 3 “blitzkrlag attack™ to
create 2 complets resourca library as rapidly as possibla, 1t was my intentian o
find every rare and old book avail:ble en the markat having reference 1o gems,
Since | only rezd English end | wanted & usable rossarch {ibrary, the anly limita-
tion I placed on my collecting was that all publisations hed to be in the English
languaga, | searchad the biblisaraphy of esch naw acquisition for other ralated

- publications on gems and later feund most of these referances,

Jourmal collacting proved o ba the maost chellenging. 1t was like assembi-
ing a puzzla — trvimg to piace tecether the hundreds of odd issues nesded to
camplata each set of journals, Through the coursesy of sewveral gam imgritutes,
my needs were made known throwgh their publications. This was dene ac 3
kKindness and | deaply apprecizte all their offores. Ultlmately full sazs af all
the major and many of the miner journals were coflacted, The articles in tha
jaurnals wara amazing in that they covered in depth so many szre and unigus
subijects, One coneentrated on lapidary, enothar on lozations, end yer anothar
on technical gemclcgy or jewelry styles. Of tha journals | collected, the sarliest
commenced publication in 1882 and saveral continue to the prasant day, =0 it is
podsibla to witness on the soot the davelopment of the seienca of gemalogy.

These journals together weree like an immanse valume of knowladge but
with no indax or tzble of contents. | hed secomalishad my goal of eallesting a
comprehiengive research library onby to find that it was of little use withour
agsy sccass to the fects within, Recognizing the naed fer acsess to this know-
ledpa | degided to create a complete subjest indax for each publication within
my library,

Organizing the layout of such an index for quick information retrieval
Wwes not a small task. | decided that Part Ona should cover gach gem individual -
Iy, and over 180 gem materials are included. Part Two smbraces world |acalities,
country By country {93 countries In total], and the United $tates is fjurthar sub-
divided Dy grate, Part Three consists of all the many techniczl 2spects of gemo-
logy and includes & section on the growth of the various gam asocistione and in-
stitutes aver the world, Part Four comgrises antique jewelry, fashion, mussum
collections, lapidary and jawalry making,

The following journals ara indesed individuzlly in chrenological arder
under each subject title withln the four parts of the index:

(1} Minerals Yearbook {chaptars on gemstones)

(21 Mineral Resoursas 18821921

Mineral Industry 1905-1832
Minesrals Yoarbook 1T OTR

e



&) The aemmalogist Aug, 1H31-Des,, 1962

3]  Gems & Gasmology Jan., 1834-Fall, 1877
14)  The Journal of Gemmology Jan,, 1247 Jan., 1978 i
15)  Lapidary Journal Apr,, 1847 -Apr,, 1078

18] The Austealizn Gemmologist  July, 1858-Mov,, 1977

The journals hieve been listed separately under each subject for the benefit
of most readers wha possess only one or tw sets of journals, The researchar will
glso find this benefizial in kezping his references well organized. The journals
appear in the order in which they wara first published and are listed that way
throuphout the text,

Following the journals, under ezch subject within the four parts, under the
title of “Gem Library Eibliography,” & chronalogical listing of relevant books
and articles. Thase additienal references are as complate a2 pessible — from the
first book on gems in thz English language published in 1652 to the most
madarn studies, In addition 1o books | include in this section specialized
geclogicel survay publications from many couniries, eolleps thesss, various
musgum publications, and articles from other journals net fully indexed. Al
articles related to gems and jewslry are included from sech journals as: “The
Amaricen Minerglogist,” “Mature,” “Scientific Monthly,” “Seisnee”™ “The
Minaral Digest," "Economic Geology," “The Mineralogical Becord,” “Journal of
the Mineralegizal Society of America,” “Lifa,” "Harpers,” “Jawelers’ Circular-
Feystone,” "Engineering and Mining Journal,” “Reck and Gem,” "The
Canadian Mineralogist,” "Resks and Minerals,” “Tha Mineralegist,” *“American
Journel of Bsiznce,” “Journal of the American Chemical Society,” “Mines-
alogical Magazing,"” “Nicholson's Journal ,” plus many more.

NMeny weskands | would start work 2t six o'elock in the moming and werk
straight through, with &t mest an hour's break, €l two o'tlock the next mom-
ing. In the beginning I had no intention of publishing the index but meant only
to use it for my own ressarch, Howevar, | showed my actes to several people
fram the Gemological Instituta of Ameries snd they saw the index as 3 worth-
wihile comiribusion to the study of gemalogy. They strongly urgad me to finish
my notes and Drepare a manuscript as they would be plessad to publish tha
finished index, It took over 18 months of typing several hours a day just to eopy
my originel handwritten naas,

AT lest the research is dong, the manuseript has besn published, and “Gill's
Indzx to Journals, Articles and Books Aeleting To Geme and Jawalry™ is avail-
gble 1o all. Im this 420 pegas of index one can see how journals hove attempted
not to owerlap each other in their special report studies, and they svald repeti-
tion wheravar possible. One is also 2ble to see where the weaknesses occur in re-
search, The text will be helpful in eliminating the reiteration of pest rapors and
highlighting the potential for future originzl studizs. The index is best used with
same review of the introduction and especially the tzble of contemts,

Thiz book will be used by mineralogists, gaclogists, museums, libraries,
students of gemology, writars, jawelers, amateurs or professionele planning gem
field trips enywhere in the world, and by the more knowladgeable gamological
assnciations.

Aftar thesa 12 exciting and productive yesrs of collecting, my research
libsrary fcw includes avery major publication writtan in English on the subject
of gerns and jewsiry and is one of the finest in the world,

It's a great pleasura o presant Gill's Index through the Gemalegiezl Insti-
tute of America which hes continually brought we the lstest developrents in
gemology. | feel this effort was much nesded and will be most eppreciatad by all
agermstone and jewelry enthusiasts.
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American Gem Society

GIA Publishes an
Essential Gem Book

Dxa wou know where to read ghowt the Slipjer
dizmond [ dizmoend within i dizmond)? Or
doyouw kenow that there have been hundreds
ol aricles wrilten on [Mamond Synthesis
and Calor Treatment alone™ For any sticky
gam guesison, il fneex e Jowmals, e
ticles and Bowoks Relwting fo Gemy pgrd
Jewelry is the nnswer. This 420 pags com-
prehensivie refenenes book gives sounses foc
gemolagical mlormation from s early as
1852,

]l:lk!ph G Gl Ol s a wemaologist for
1. & 55. De Young of Boston, Massa-
chuscrts, a well-known AGS supplier.
Jozeph Giill hos wsesd his yenrs of experience
In the jewelny industry o research and com-

pile this essential reference book. Articles
on over 230 gem matesials are listed, a5 well
ag other well:known gpemalogical text-
books. A section on jewelry includes infor-
mation on appraisals and mvestment. Ex-
tensive listings for pemology and gem test-
ing will provide a foundation for 2ny type of°
gemiological ressorch. Also, a listing of
gemsiones by country provides one af the
few comprehensive listings of gemsione
sonress available.

While it is fedious o fip through a yeass
magazine subacription w find one articls, it
is guite simple 1o find this snme information
in Gill"s fndex. As a basie source for infor-
mation on any guestion of gemalogy,
Ciills™s Tndex belongs on every jewelbar’s
refercnce shelf. The GIA is proud o an-
aounce the pablication of Gill' s nder ag &
past of our continving: effort 1o keep the
Jewelry dindustry informed.

ited Sintes and Canada

Appraisal
Standards Vote
Lacks Quorum

Firm Principals Urged o
Send Ballor

A S0 quonsm bias not vet been reached on
the vole for scceptance of the progosed ap-
praisal standards. Appraisal Committes
Cheiman Cos Alinballi hes sent a letzer 1
one principal in cach member firm. He
urges those wha have overlooked this e
1o seed in their ballor fight away. If anyane
does not remember whether or not the ballot
was emmed, send in a second copy. The
AGE affice will cross-check it

The AGS offics takes the blame for the
confision in this situation, The ballar was
maiked with the Conclave issue of GUILDS
ard may have been overlooked in the large
packet,

Oice 2 quorim: has been reached, the
vobes will be tallied. A 75% affirmative vats
Is necessary for passage ol the standards.

Message to Young
Titleholders

from Robert Spratford, GG
Conclave Committee Chairman

I moed wour help. As you well know, the
Conclaves have always been fnpomant
happenings for the members af the Ameri-
can Gem Society. In the past several years,
they have becomne larger and more Hopor-
fant. Part of this success is des 0 beler
instructors and more intcresting Conclave
citn=t. More and more af the members use
the Comeclave o5 3 combinntinn wank ssssion
and femily vacaten, This s pood becanss it
brings the wives and young peaple inlo e
Society, Many of the psopls at the young
titlenolders lunch siarted coming e Con-
claves at an enrly age with their parsnts.

The Conclaves have hecome larger, and
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similarly n large assortment of items,
rangin%'. from candlesticks to  loving
cups, {rom snuff boxes to hells, from
inkstands to febleware, The jewelry
items feature necklaces, brooches, pen-
dants, conchas, buckles, and even a
highly contemporary apate necklace.

o lext ?'wes the reader a real ap-
preciation of the place of silver in our
country and in our culture, The black
and white pictures are exceptional in de-
toil and quality, It might have been
advisable to have limited the illustra-
tions o block and white, since the silver
itself looks every bit as exquisite in
these photos, Maost of the color photos
have no color except the background,
which is hardly a valid reason for the
additional expense. An eighteenth cen-
tury cavered cup by Jacob Hurd is just
as graceful and dramatic pictored in
black and white on page 94 as it iz with
a blue background in the frontispiece.

Since this book is & catalog of the
collection, it will be of even greater in-
terest to those who take the opporunity
to view the collection on tour. Even
without seeing these lovely items which
are s0 well described and illustrated,
the reader will enjoy the book.  TCZ

GILL'S INDEX TQ JOURNALS, AR-
TICLES AND BOOKS RELATING
TO GEMS AND JEWELRY, by Jareph
Q. Gill, F.G.A., C.G., G.G., published
by Gemological Institute of America,

Santa Manica, California, 1979, Hard-

bound, Black and whire. 5347 x §is*,
420 pages. Price: 524.50.

This fine book has been desperately
nesded for a long time by researchers,
writers, pemalogists, jewelers, artists,
students and hobbyists. Tt does an ex-
cellent job of organizing, listing, and
classifying the literature about gems and
Jewelry published in English in this cen-
tury, perticularly the years from 1931-
1978, Mumerous pericdicals have been
indexed including The Gemologis,
Gems and Gemalogy, The Journal of
Gemology, The Awsiralian Gemmol-
ologist, and The Lapidary Tournal. The
Lapidury fournal is the only magazine
for the amateur to be included in this
prestigious  group.  Gem and  jewelry
articles of The Lapidary Journal for the
Years of 1947 through 1978 are listed
chronologically and alphabetically by
Subject. For example, under beryl,
which is preceded by benitoite and fol-
lowed by bervilonire, the first Lapidary
Journal “listing is April 1947, “A 356
Pound aquamering from Brazil,” and
the last listing is the August 1877 article
on "*Beryl from Georgia.™

Following the indexed pericdicals on
pecific pems i a Gem Library Bibliog-
Faphy which includes UL 8. Geological
Survey papers, State information cir-
Culars, LU niversity theses, hooks, ani}r_
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licles from magazines other than the
szlected group, among them mining and
engineering magazines, and such maga-
zines as Fortuna, Jeweler's Circular Key-
stone, The Mineralogical Record, the
Ameerican Mineralogist and others,

Part One vnder the table of subjects
i5 “Gems and Gem Materizls.” Sub-
Jects which have been used for & large
number of articles, and for which a
great deal of information is available,
such as dinmonds, have been further
ouilined with subtitles such as Diamond,
Diemond gemology, Diamond inclu-
sions. Group gem descriptions include
hoth natural and synthetic gems.

Mext, the gem species and varisties
are listed. There are over B0, starting
with actinolite and ending with zoirite,
and including organic gems like coral,
COMmMEn gems such 25 guarts, Tare gems
such as faaffetite, old gems such as ruby,
new gems such as fsavorite garnets and
liddicoatite tourmaline, and precious
metals such as sifver and gold.

Part I1 of the book is Gem Locations,
& section which has three useful divi-
sions: “World Production,” an alpha-
betical list of countries and the separate
states of the United States, and “Gems
From Space.™

Part Three is on Gemology. Starting
with assembled stores and ending with
gem frode gsseciations, this section s
full of subjects which are often frustrat-
ing to look for. Along with optical
phenomena and chemical testing, there
are listings of gem frauds, mining re-
covery methods, notable people in pem-
ology, and gemological meetings and
expositions,

The lagl major division of this book
iz Jewelry, Coversd are antigus and
historical gems and jewels, investment in
méms, notable collections, appraisals,
and more,

Although articles listed give dates and
page numi::'rs, the authors are not listed
maost of the time, although some of the
better known writers are named from
timeg to time, especially when articles
are part of a series, ¢ author con-
siders this book primarily a subject in-
dex.

Surprisingly, even with no pictures or
diagrams, and no formel ardcles, the
book is so fascinating it is difficult to
put down. Much interesting and perti-
nent information about gems can be
gleaned just from resding the titles, for
instance, “First fluorite inclusion seen
in &n emerald,” “Pale vellow |abradorite
found in Awstralia,” *“Rosser Regves
ruby, 138.7 carats, at the Smithsonian,”
and “A one ton boulder of jade found
near Rib River, Michigan,”

Everyone interested in pems will wel-
come this book and wonder how they
ever got along without it, JCE

2upnaf
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GILL’'S INDEX
to Journals, Articles and Books Relating te
Gems and Jewellery

A precions lechnical book among precious-stone fechrical
books

The newly published GILL'S INDEX is a
helpful and dime-saving Instrument for o all
lovers of gems and jewellsry who are not
satlsfied with mepely ownng o lookiog an
these jzwals but are abso curious and in-
lerested aboul Lhe origing, composition, fam
maton — im shorr &l the knowledpe that
distinguishes the amaiewr from the sxpem.

What is QILL'S INDEX?

Joseph O, Gill, F.OA., CU0., G0, has
cre=aisd ‘2 reference-bpok that gives mulki-
dimenslonal  infermatlen of the  entire
IHeraluce aboutl pems and jewellery in the
English langungs, GILL'S IMDEX mainly
brings the publications of Lhe eighteen leading
technical journals (like The Gemmaloglst,
e and Gemmology, The Journal of Gems
oalogy, The Austeslizn Gemmaologisr, The
Lapidary Journal erc} in a suitably strucsured
SUMENATY .

The book consists of faur pars.

The mosl extensive is the lirst parl, which
gives Gnformation abour the general mature of
narural gems and synihesic stones, Following
are =xpertoarticles abawt mers than 1ED
varieties of pems and decorafive slones in
glphabetical arder from a2tinalite o 2oisle.

The szzond pars of the index puis the pem-
molagical lilerature o arder of the
sepgraphical erigin, Here, the seleniifle sssayvs
have Been arranged under more than 140
places of diseovery,

In the third par{ ihere are works about 1he
gemumelogical sciznce, and the [ourth parl
brings order into &l che publications wanh
knowing abaar antique gzms and jewellery, in
2l insiznces, under each of he elready-
mentioned seclions, the e of cach wark &
listed 25 in the techmical jouwrnal and in

chronological order, whereby  the  pags
number and zlsa th= names of all acthors of
imperlanee are given.

Thase, who een GILL'S INDEX nzver
havz to feur guestions like: What is &
hambergite? Where does ekanie come Trom?
What are 1he charagterissic propartizss of
black coral? Which gems do vou find in
Elenys? ele. Everyone can immediately find
the pertinent source in GILL'S INDEX 12 be
able 10 apswer all guedtions. Ewven  just
reading the citlas of the amicles often gives
AnEwers to 5uch questions and ransmits mech
knawledge, s thal ane can see GILL'S IN-
DEX being used for revision purposes by
scienlisss and  stedents. Mo woander  the
‘publisher of GILL'S INDEX, the G.l.A., i5
proud of This waork, and has therefors promis-
ed to ren=w it every few years. This welcome
decision remnoves all doutis about whaher or
not 1o buy the boak. {G.1LA. Boakstore, 1735
Srewarm  Swreer, Santa Menlea, California
QA LI5AN. :

The idea and comcept of GILL'S INDEX
shauld be tzker up by other selennlle bran-
ches of knowledge. Afier all, the mono far
the expert stands:  Mos the not-knowing is
shamelul, btut the notknowing where you
cold loak it up!

E. Gubelin
e

REFERENCES

GILL'S IMDEX, w Journals, Articles and
Books Relating tp (G=ms and Jewellery,
Anailable feam the GEMMOLOGICAL IN-
STITUTE OF AMERICA — 1680 Ssewars
Erreel, Santa Monica. Ca. 90404 TISA.



DE. EDWARD GUBELIN Cr=mmologise, C G, F.G. AL

I\,_H_‘_\_ _,'4 Honoreacy Professor of che Un;\'nr:i:}'c-fﬂu’.lerl.'nm:h
Tl e
Telephone 041 - 37 E177 =fizrna Mahils
. Cables: Gubelin Benzehobear, 11
%’ CH - 445 MEGGEN LU |
Saitzerlamd) ]'
Mr. Joseph 0. Gill, B.S5c., J
72 Helene Street !
QUINCY, Mass. G2169
UShA
Yesir leter Yeur rel, My eel. EE.."'-TILI Mergen, i‘-p ril 23zd. ES‘H D.l"rﬁ'l'-l

Dgar Mr. Gill,

You will ba happy to learn that [ hawve composed two different

texts of a review of your marvellous index and | am happy to

forward the two manuscripts here enclosed, The longer one will be
published in the next issua of the journal of the German gemmological
asspciation while the shorter will sppear in the German goldsmiths
journal. As sgon as ithese reviews gppear 1 shall send you photostat
copies of them. Shortly I shall compose a third version to be published
in the Swics journal of Horology, jewellesry and gemmology.

Hoping that you will be pleased with this intrpduction of your
outstanding work among the German speaking countrisg of Europe, [ remain
with all good wishes and kindest regards

yours most sincerely

Or.E.Gibelin,C.b. ,F.bB. AL

Encl:

P.%:+ I heagrd rumgurs thot you have left Messrs. De Young. ~
Is it true? If 5o where do you wWork now? -
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Gemologist compiles
index of gem info
e title of the baok, "Gill's Index
Tp Journily, Articlos and Books He-
luting to Gema and Jewelry," served
as n exoellent summary, Tt is, io ef-
fect, o reference bools, 6 pravides an
index to all materlal, published in
English, that deala with gems and
Joweley.

The book is divided inta fesr parts,
Part [ covers cack of 140 goms indiz
vidually. Fart 1T is & geographical in-

dex. It ineludes 93 countries; the T8
in further subdivided by stite Pact
111 offers referenee to the many teel-
pical aspecta of gemology. It akse in-
cludes a section on the growth of the
varbous gem [nstitutes all over Lhe
world, Parl [V indexes all references
o anbigue jewelry, faghion, musaum
colleetions, lapidary and jewelry mak-
The author speat 12 yeara collec-
Ling o library of all books, papers aind

with gems and jewelry, Recopnizing
the need for casy access to the koowi-
wdpe in his vast Theary, Gill decided
to creaty a complete sulject indes Tor
cueh work,

In reviowing the bool, well-known
gemologist Dr. Bdward Gubelin said,
“Phose who own the 'Gill's Index!
pover have to fear guestiona like
"What s o Hambergite? Where dees
e Ekanit come Trom? Whit ara the
ellaracteristioa of the black cural?
Which gems do you find in Korea? ...

journals writhm in English that dual

Even just reading the titles to the ar-
Licles aften gives anawery and Lrand-
mits much knowledpe, so that one can
see Lhe "Gill's Index' almost we & re-
peetoire for scicntisls and stodents,”

The 48kpape book i published by
the Gemological Inatitute of America
apd i8 weailable from GLA ab 1660
Slewart 5t, Santa Monics, Cal, 9040,

Jozeph O, Gill was the chiel gemaol-
agist af 1 & & & DeYoung of Boston
fur [we yeara, He e cugrently divec-
tor af jewelry fer Sotheby Parke Her-
not Tne in Laa Angéléa 'Gill holdy a
Graloafd Gemalagist degree from tha
(3147 he corned the Certified Gemolo-
Eist title from the American Gem
Society in 1975, and he is a Fellow of
the Gemmological Asseciation of
Greal Britain,

The Mineralogical Record March-April 1981
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Gill's fndex to Journals, Articles and Books
Neleting to Cermy ard Jewelry, by Joeph (0,
Gill. Published (1978} by the Gemologleal
Institule of America, 1660 Stewart Street,
Santa Monica, California #404; 420 pages,
544 by B inches, hardcover; 334,50,

A number of well known periodicals deal-
ing with pems have never been indexed, and
athers have been indexed only poorly. (Gi's
Index attempts to fill thiz pap by providing 2
subject index for Mirerals Fearbook (1882-
19753 {C|:a;!rr~ on gemmslones onlv), Tire
Crevrtiodpgesy (1931-1962), Gerid f Geeme
ofazy (1932-197T), The Jourkal of Gem-
reodergy (1M4T-1978),  Lapidary Jowrma!
(15471578}, and The Ausirglion Gerinola-
mist (1958-1977). Under several subjoct
headings there are alio Haings entitbed Char
Library Bibliograply, wherein may be found
migny books (in English only) on the subject
dating as far back as 1652, Finally, there isa
seciion Listing articles which hawve compre-
hemive biblographies thenmelves.

The Gem Librasy Ribloeraphy sections
include mare than references o books.
Speciplized geological publications, collzpe
theses, mussum publications, and articles in
Glher penodicals have been gleaned for in-
clusion. Gem and jewelrny-related articles are
inclucled from journals such as The Aren-
can Minenslopise, Naiwre, Scienilfic Month-
Iv, Sctemce, Minend! yest, Eeorormic Gl
oy, Mineralogical Record, Life, Horpers,
Jewelers'  Circufar-Kepstone,  Enpineering
crigl Mining Sowrnal, Rock sed Geen, The
Crnedion Mineralopls, Rocks and Minesals,
Tive Mineralogist, Americen Jowrnn of
Sclence, Sonrnal of the American Chetrioe!
Society,  Mimeralopice!  Megazime,  and
athers.

To guote from the author's introduction:
*'In compiling thiz index I found some of the

120

anicle tfitles {0 e ghscure and somelimes
even unrelzted to the actual subject of thear-
ticle, Since il is my objective 1o creste an -
cient and sl sulbject index, not a bihliog-
raphy, it seemed necessary 10 use license and
1o paraphrise these tithes 0 order (0 clarify
the subject content. Many of the articles
cover more than one major subject and, in
Ueese cases, titles had to be constructed for
each subject. Many articles Lycked Lithes ooom-
plecely in which case [ provided a bricf an-
notation.

“The authors® pames have besn elimi-
wated from many irticles becanse 1 (2l them
to be unnecessary in a subject index,™

Ihe bedes does not Indicate the cases
where Gl iovented a new Le, or wheee the
title iz a5 originally published, s one must
look up Lhe actual articke o fnd bath the
title zid the auchoe. Ar 430 papes, the ndex
iz long encugh so that one can undsrstancd
Gill*s reasons for not including the originzl
titlz along with an annotation - . . that wddi-
tion mipght have increpsed the length of the
Book by & percent oromore, Ancd il e
that many aricle titles are oodzlly misleading
ac to the content of the amicle iself, o0 the
“pew"™ titkes will undoubtedly be a boon o
wiers of the index, Furthermoge, the new
titles indicated somesthing remarkable: Gill
must actually bave read all of the articles in-
dexed! For thist alons he deserves kudos,

Mearly all pem materials are alio minerals,
of course, =2 this index can have great value
to mingralegists and minsral colleciors as
well as gem Fanciers. The Largest section of
the book (211 papes) covers gems alphabeti-
cally zecordlitg 1o spetes name (@round 135
vilic] mineril species), and countless intersst-
ing articles may be easily fownd. Taneanite,
for example (the blue gem variety of 2oisiie),
is of poute interest 1o minerzl colloctors, and

this book may be the anly place where ane
can find a thorough bibliopraphy of sorts,
Mew aeceis is provedad (o publshed material
on many such topics dear to the mineral col-
lecior. In fact, many fine Minesiogical
Record articles could be lancled with 2
headstart on the literature search provided
by Gy Trdfex

The nexl large seclion (118 pages) lsts a-
ticles and baoks by country and state (for the
LIS Though perfizps somewhat less lkely
to be used than the species index, this section
alzo has its remarkasle areas, Under Indiz,
for example, the Gem Library Bibliography
section lists 21 books dating back as far as
1667 which deal with the pern minerals of
Ineli,

The third part lists subjects having 10 do
directly  with  gemolopy, such as  color,
crystals, fluorescence,  fraut, inclusions,
mining recovery melthods, nomenclamore,
nglable people, pholography, spectroscopy,
and theoretical gemology. The finel section
{only 22 pages) deals with antique gems and
jewelry, Jewelry fashions, muwseum collec-
tans angd pdary.

The author has a BS degree in geology/
mincralogy, is a cerified pemaologist (having
trained under the Gemalogizal Institate of
Americal, and a fellow of the Gemmological
Associption of Great Britain, He has
amasged ore of Lhe largsn English-lanpuape
gemology libraries in the world, effcient
uzilization of which was the driving force for
the compilation of this index.

CFill's Indlex; represents an enormous [abor
ol love requiring years of work, senificant
funds, and & degrec of inodivation beyvond
s authocs. (Why has such o compreben-
sive index not besn produced for other im-
portant arcas of sdy?) No one can deny
thizt te book will prove extremely useful and
much needed. Anvone who bkes to read
regularly should own a copy.

Wendell E. Wilson

OTHER TITLES RECEIVED

Inventwire Minerabogigee de o Franes no. %
M—Morbifar, by R, Plerrot, L, Chanris,
C. LaForet and F, Pillard, Puoblished (19807
undated) by the Burean de Becherches Geo-
logiques el Minieres (B.R.GM.), Service
Editions et Yente, B.P. 6008, 45060 Orleans
Celex, France; 313 pages, 7 by 945 inches,
sofreover, 522,35 (95,00F).

This is the mosl recent in a4 series of
French publications inventorying the miner-
alowy of various provinges, Maorbiban ia this
case. Many locality maps are incloded for
the 38 lkocalitics in Morbihan which ares
discusssl, Oiher publications in it he series ane
as follows: (no. 1) Cantal, {(no, 2) Hautes-
Alpes, (no. 3 Finkstere, (no. 4 Alpes-
Maritimes, (no. 5} Cotes-du-Nord, (no. 6)
Tarn, (na. 7) Aveyron, and (no. B) Hante-
Garonne,

Te Mineralopical Recare, March-April, 198!




Yes, | was crazy and poor and naive in my 20’s, but | had
my heroes calling and writing me for information regularly
like John Sinkankas, Frederick H. Pough, Edward Gubelin,
Robert Webster and Basil William Anderson, Vince
Manson (who kindly asked me to speak at the 1981 LA
GIA Symposium), Robert M. Shipley, A. E. Alexander
“Doc”, Richard T. Liddicoat, Robert Crowningshield,
George Switzer, Paul Desautels, Clifford Frondel &
Cornelius S. Hurlbut at Harvard, Dr. Strong of General
Electric and many more (see documents below). You can
search “Gill's Historical Index Online” and get detailed
information on all these people and several hundred other
notable people in the history of Gemology, while you will
also find articles authored by them. That was what |
enjoyed, not the money. If | had the 4 inch thick file of
correspondence from these wonderful people 1964 - 1985 |
would have gladly sent it to the GIA Library as
memorabilia (SEE G & G, Summer 1977 p. 307, bottom
left).

ORIGINS OF GEMOLOGY IN PICTURES
by Joseph Gill 1976



Presented to attendees at the Bicentennial 1976
American Gem Society AGS Conclave held in
Boston




WATURAL-SRLGA DIAMGWES  AARE JEWELS « PACCIDUS SPONLS AmE DIAMOND JEWELAY + |NPORTAMT SaLliTaiscs

J & 5. 8. DEYOUNG, Inc.

Sl 973 WASHINOTON STREET

BOSTON, MASEACHUSETTS 02108

Anes Codx GET ARG-1HE0
Cance DY'OUNG

April 10, 1976

We of J. & 5.5, DeYoung, Inc., welcome you to Boston on
the occasion of the 1976 Conclave of the American CGem Society.

In this our country's bicentennial vear, while rediscover=
ing the beginnings of this great democracy, we felt it would
be appropriste tu also trace the beginnings of gemology
through histeric black-and-whike prints as presented in this
compilation,

This publication has been prepared with considerable
thought and effort by Joseph 0. Gill, gemologist of owr firm,
from his extensive library of several thousand publicatioms
exclusively on gems, including rate bocks datipng from 1632
when the first book on gems in Englizh was published. Mr. G111
hias selected some of the rarest and most noteworthy prints
from his library and with his sccompanying text has uniquely
described the origins of our Industry,

We know you will find it both enlightening and enter-
taining,




Some other works by Joseph Gill
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An Easy Method of Measuring the
Depth of a Mounted Transparent
Stone in a Closed-Back Setting

By JOSEFH O, GILL, C.G., F.G.A.
Hoston, Massachusatts

Thom" who ‘deal cwith estate and
antugue. jewelry have always found it
NECOSEary G0 remove a sone moidnisd
m & clesed-lback setting in order 1o
abizin il weighl. Stones whers the
pavilion is aceessible may be measured
directly and & formuli can be used for
a' fairdy aceurie  weghl  eslimale
These formulas are obtaiable through
the GIA and are very simple o0 se
with only o =mull amoun: of practice.

[ was recently azked Ol there was
&Ny Wiy 1o obluin an accurate dapth
For seones in A very valuuble antigue
sapphire: neckiace and brucelet. where
the =apphires were =20 0 g closed-back
biezel saiting. Frome direct wision there
wis absclutely oo way {0 cven puess at
ihe depth. Oy the length and widtly
could be measured: and witlout the
depth, 1lie stones would have to-be
rezpoved [rony ther [rapile ofd scitings
tor e wearghed. The sattings would be

178

damaged and this 15, of ¢ourse, oul of
the question when yow ase buying and
handling other prople’s property. :

I rocalled © the  “'Herbost -Sinith
Memorial Lecture L1 wiven b My,
Bazil Anderson, FiG A, in London in
1955, Mr. Anderson spoke an *'The
Refractometer and Other Refractive
[ndex Methads" He discussed the Duc
de Chuulnes” method of wsing (e
microscope to obian 1be relrEclive
inclex of Iransparent - sione. no
mailer how high or [ow ils refraciive
index. Brietly, by mensurmg (he dspth.
by direct messurement and dividing
that by the apparent depth, gpe can
casily caloulate the pefraciive index.
The apparent depth is found by mea-
suring the difference in- microscope
psilion facusing on ile
culel, or hattoms o the’ stone, and
locusing on the surface of the 1able (or
highesL puinl on a cabechon}.

ARLY

bl wesn

GEMS & GEMOLOGY



DEMANTOID—
THE COMPLETE STORY

By Joseph O. Gitt, B.Se, C.G, F.G.o.

A jeweler reslly never anticipates
seeing a demantoid gurnet in his store,
but the demantoid has a way of show-
ing up unexpectedly, Thay appear in
appraisals or in lots of other gems such
as peridot, green sapphire, or green
chrysoberyl, They sre most generaliy
found in estate or seminntique jewelry.
 Several years apo, when 1 was work-
mg at 2 fine retail jewelry store in the
Morthwest, & 1ady came in with 4 rather
seedy lot of jewclry for appraisal. T
fully listed each ilem with her, and up-
on finishing she pulled an old tssue
from her purse in which was wrapped a
solitiire gresn stone ring, She stated
that she had shown this ring 1o another
jeweler and that he had told her the
areen sione was plass. She wanted 1o

now if she should throw it away as
ihe jeweler had suggesied.

After a4 short loupe examination of
fhe cushion cut stone, 1 found it to he
a finc gem dementoid. Tt weighed 6%
carals end was very worn. We had the
stone repalished after which it weighed
634 carats, The demantoid was now &
very bright emerald areen and wonl
about S1200 per carat. Tt was undoube-

™

Flgura 2.
edly one of the fnest demantoids seen
of such a large size, but it had come
d.a:gcmus]}' close to being discarded.
Mure recently, at the firng in which I
now work, T had occesion to review the
stock in our old safe, 0% always an ad-
venlure for a gomaologist 10 look
througlh papers that haven’t heen in-
spected for many yvears. While going
thromgh @ large lot of olivines (peridot)
I noticed & much Brighter stene. Upon
examination it proved 10 be & demeamn-
toid that wetghed: 104 carats, We had

COPYRIGHT, 1977, 1. GILL
1542

Loston, Massachusatts

Figure 1.

the sione repalished and that resulted
in a very beautiful emerald-green round
brilliant of W) carzt with anly a faini
tong of the ever-present yellow.

Demantofd” i the purest variety of
the species andraditc gamat, caleium
iron silicate, Ca,FE (S0, )., It is cher-
acterized by a yellowish-gresn Lo
brownish-green Lo emerald-green color,
The iron iz respomsible for the ever-
present. yellowish tone while the bright
green 38 dug looa trace of chromium.

The refrective index of demanioid is
L.&8R - |.88%, the Lighest m the sarnet
[amily, and itz dizpersion is L0587 for
the B-G interval. The high dispersion
is somewhal masked by the inmense
body color but, severiheless, in fine
transperent stones. the demanioid cin
easily [ook like o green diamond. The
name, demantaid, 5 derived [rom the
Duch waord “demant,” meaning dia-
mond, beceuse of ity diamand-like high
dispersion, fire, and its subsdamantine
luster. Demantoid is unloriunalely the
softest of pernets with a hardness of
G613 Molis; and althourh §# heas oo
cleavege, it is quite brittle, with an un-
even Lo conchoidal fracture. Tt is in
the  cubic system and haz a specific
gravity of 3.82.

Like all garnets, dementoid shows no
reaction to ulfravicler lisht or X-rays;
bul beceuse of its chromium contenl, i

shows from o bright orange inovellow-
green: stones, toog deep red m braght
emerald-green stones under the color
filier. The two best 1esis for identily-
ing he demamiond are with the micro-
scope and the spectroscope. Magnifica-
tion of 1030 will show, in 99 percent of
demantoids  tested, the  characteristic
diagnostic byssolite variety of actinolite
asbestos which is a deep galden brown
color, The byssolite fibers often are
bunched together al one end and spray
cut al the other, causing them to be
called characteristic “horsa tail™ incly-
sions. (See Fioure 1 and Figure 20}
At the bunched end there 15 wsually
single tiny metallic chromite cryslal
Less often the byssolite fibers don'l
bunch but run generally parallel in &
wavy pattern. (See Fipure 3.) These
byssolile fibers -are zaid to be: “syn-

e

Figure 3.
LAFIDARY JOURMAL



John Merion, the President of Sotheby’s, NYC called me at
DeYoung’s in February 1980 and offered me a directorship
over all jewelry sales in the western U.S.A. based in Los
Angeles (see documents below). | knew it was time to
move on so | stopped collecting books and started
collecting gems and jewelry for them. In my first year of
unbelievable effort in LA | brought their business up nearly
400 percent from 3.5 million to near 15 million dollars and
did 80% of the profit for LA Sotheby’s according to a

letter of review from their president.

Joseph Gill Is Asked to Direct Jewelry Sales
For Sotheby’s, Over the Western USA

tIUEEPH O, Grno

HS0THEBY PARKE BERNET, LOS ANGELES
TELEDPIION &
{2200 vaT-gean

__sﬂﬂ'fﬂh}'PaJi{eBemct-lnc. 0871
& ::,-,.- _'III"@AJ_\:.)__&.._I”—R{_“E_L'\_
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SoTHEBY PARKE BeaNeT, Los ANcELES

Ao TEEO BEVERLY BOULEVARD -+ LOS5 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 30026

{213) 237-5130 L CABLE: ABINITIC

JOSEPE GTIL

iz probably one of the few people in the world who enrclled simultanecusly

in the esorrespondsnes courses in gemology offered by the Germlc;gica." Institute
of Amsrica and the Gammological Association of Great Britain. In 1973 ks
received both the G.I.A. Gemoleogist Diploms and the British titls, Fellow

of the Gemnlogica_l:'Associatian of Great Britain (F.G.A.) beconing _ene -ar

the youngest perscns to hold both high awerds. In 1975 he bar.-amﬂ & :‘:ert.if.ied'
Gémologis:, the highest title awarded by the Aperican Gem Society. For the
Est.-five years ha was chief gemoclogist for the wholeszle fi:n! of J.&8 5.5. De I

Ines. in Boston, one of the largest gem wholssele firms in the world. He has

written articles for Gems and Gemologu, Jewelers' Circular Keystone and,

Lapidery Journzl apd is the author of GILL'S INDEX, recantly published by the

Gemological Institute of Amefica (6.7.32.), a comprehansive work which fncludes
the entire English speaking literature ab;ut gems and jewelry. ©The INDEX
graw out of hiz personal pesd to r:;:-;ranize hils 1ikrery, cne of the largest

of itz kind in the worid which contains virtuvally 211 the important books and

papers ever written on the subject of gems and jewslry including full- sets

of the major journals and parfcdicals.



Gill Heads Sotheby’s
Jewelry Dept, in LA

LOS AMNGELES—Imseph €Gill has
besn appainted head of the Sotheby Park
Bernst Loz Angsles jewelry department.

Joc Gill holds bath the G.1A. Gemeo
logist Diplamna and the British title. Fel-
tow of the Gemmological Association of
Gireat Britam (FGA) In 1975 he
became & Cerrified Gemalogist, the high-
e51 litle awarded by the American {em
Socisry, :

Prior 1o joining Satheby's, he had been
chiel gemologist for five vears with J &
5.5, Do Young, Inc., Dostos. He has Wrik-
tent articles for n number of pem periodi-
cals and is the author of GILL s INDEX,
recently published by the Cemalogical
Institute of Americe (G.LA.), The M-
DEX is 2 comprehensive work which
inzludes the annire English speaking liter-
2turs aboul gems and jewelry.
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Renowned gemologist
Joins Sotheby’s

Joseph Gill has been appointed
head of the jewelry department at
Sotheby’s in Loz Angeles, Gill is both
# Gradoate Gemologist from the
Gemological Institute af Amarien and
a Fellew of the Gemrnological Asadci-
ation of Great Britain, Tn 1975, he be
came a Cartified Gemologist with the
American Gem Saciety.

For the past five years, Gill was
chiel gemologist with the prestigious

_wholesale firm, I. & 5 5 DeYoung of

Bestan, He has written articles Tor
Gems £ Gemology, Jewslers' Ciren-
bor-Keystone and Lapidary Jowrnal
He is the author of Gill's fndex This
book, recantly published by 314, in-
dexes all English-speaking lterature

about gems and jewelry,

JEWELERE” CIFCULAR-KEYSTONE NOVEMEER 1380



was & deterant to buying before March 1,
That's gone now. Manufacturers haye
the incentive to deliver ko thelr
distributors as early in January as possi-
ble,

Your sales reps will be calling on you
to help you replenish those empty eages,
Let us all heve 2 positive atblude for
1381. We can be locking forward toa new
decade of jewelry retailing that will be-
come & landmark of prosperity.

To all my fdends, I want to wish a
healthy, happy, and prosperaus holiday
SEAS0T,

Cur Golden Nuggets througheout
southern California extend to you and
yours the happiest of seasons greetings.

To 2ll of the jewslry sales represents-
Hves who have not availed themselves of
the benefits of membership in the Gald-
en Nuggets, make & Mew Year's resalu-
tien to join our orgapdzation and halp
promete a higher ethical stendard in our
oade, frl

Gill to Head Sotheby's
L.A. Jewelry Department

Petar McCoy, president of Sotheby's
in Los Angeles, the international §rm of
art auctioneers, hes annownced the
appoinmient of Joseph Gill to head the
fiem’s Jewe Cepartment, -

Gill is probebly one of the few paople
in the world who has ever been enralled
simultaneously in the comespondence
courses in gemology offered by the Gla
and the Gemmelogizal Assodiation of
Great Britain. In 1973 he received both”
the GIA Gemologist Diploms and the
Sritish title, Fellow of the Gemmological
Assoddetion of Great Brtain (FGA) be-
coming one of the youngest persons 1o
hold both high sawards. In 1075 he be-

came a Certified Gemologist, the highest
title ewarded by the American Gem Sodi-
efy. For the past five years he was chief
grmolagist far the wholegale firm of]. &
5.3, De Young, Inc,, in Boston, one of the
largest gem wholesale Srms in the
world,

Gill has ~vritten articles for Gems and
Gemolagy, jebelers” CiroularKeystone, and
Lapidary Journsl, and is the author of
Gill's Indez, recently published by the
GlA. The Inder is & compeehensive waosk
which indudes the entire English spenk-
ing literature about gems and jewelmy,

Gill has assembled a major jewelry
auction planned for November 10 at
Sotheby's in Los Angeles which is ex-
pected to gross Hﬁhm

-

e T

‘Ju-sep.'? Gill, newiv-gppointed head of
Fothaly's Jaweiny Depanment, holds 8 gy
of hiz recontly pubishad book, “(GiN's Index"

From Boston to Beverly Hills

Notes from the East & West GIA About
“Gill’s Index” and Sotheby’s



from the deslzs of

ROBERT CROWNINGSHIELD
Vice-Fresident 2./ 7S



GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OFAMERICA

Trig hgngrods Boucol

onal Srganealion of e Jawaly Ddisins

T Sherarart St A0 Gewath Olive Slres| E50 Filll Avere
Sordo HG_"iD-"_l Calforia 0404 Los Angeles, Cadomin 80014 New York, Now York 10052 P
(313} §27-2991 2130 G20 A415 L2 <UL

Fichaid T Lgdeoal, & Mesdees Faunded 1

COMPUNICATE WITH SANTA MOMICA HEADCUARTIRS

moling ockkacs, Posl Olice Boe 2102 - Sonlo Marsica, S 904046

April 7, 1980

Mr., Jeszph G111

34 South Street #208

Quincy, Massachusetts 02160

Dzar Joe:

We put through for the royaltiss due you for the First quarter.
It is interesting and exciting that you have a new job with
Sotheby Parke Bernet. T would think that your experience and
backgraund would suit you well for the job.

He will welcome you to California.

Cordially,

GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA

Dot

Richard T. Liddicoat, Jr.
Prasident

RTL:dh

The First International Gemological
Symposium held by the GIA in 1981
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March I8, 1982

Mr. Joseph Q. Gill
210 Post Street, Suite 612
San Francisce, CA 945108

Dear Joe,

We would like to extend our gratitude and sincere appreciation for
your participation in GIA's first International Gemological Symposium.

A symposium is defined as a "formal meating at which several
specialists deliver short addresses on a topic or on related topics''—
certainly you, as well as other speakers, accomplished this. But
beyond this contribution, we are particularly appreciative of the
quality and intellectual excellence you brought to your presentation
which helped to provide a solid base of credibility for the Symposium
as a whale.

We thank you for your considerable effort in preparing and presenting
your lecture, as well a5 for the expense of your valuable time to join
us for the International Gemological Symposium.

Sinceraly,
GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA

D. Vineent Manson, Ph.D.
Symposium Chaleperson

Dianne Eash
Symposium Coordinator

Joseph 0. Gill, 5.5,
il & ShortellLhd
Zan Francisco, Salifomio

Joseph Gl recently reslgrad as heod af he jeeely
deponment of Sothehy Parke Bemat, Los Angeas 1o Tam:
o nEa earmearny In cartnarshiso with his Tarmer Soinaoy
co-warkes, Ricnard Snartell. The new fim & coled S &
Srartell Lid, and soecializes In the aoporeisng ond buying
of fine jeswealry

In the year Gil wis with Sothaby Palka Bermel, he mans
fran doubled the net jewaly swes of 1ha Los Angsles
gabary. He came ko Satheoy's from the wiolessle fim
of J B 58 De Young, Inc., 3oston whire he niod seneed
s chizf gamaologist for five Yeans.

Hez has wrilten numenous arficles and heo bodoks,
Inciuding "Gl el




Gemological Literature in the
English Language

BY JOSEPH Q. GILL, G.G.
Gifl & Shonsll. Lid

5an Francisco, Callomia

Gems and jewelry have figured in the histories and literatures of many
peoples, but there are also many books devoted exclusively to gems, This
paper discusses gem books written in English over the last 300 vears. It
describes English translations of antique lexls and concludes with a
survey of the histories and subject ranges of major English language
gemological journals.

| started my own business in San Francisco, September 6
1981, brokering people’s jewelry and making 10 to 15%
commission. | did well from my first month and was
VERY happy after earning the first money in my life worth
talking about. | saved nearly 90% of what | made, lived in a
stylish small apartment and continued to drive my 1976
Honda Civic till 1990. I was out doing it for myself the
first time in my life.

Gill & Shortell, Ltd started September 6,
1981 & Retired September 6, 1988



GILL & SHORTELL, ITD.

20 PAST STRERET - SUITE GIS

SAM FEANOISCL, GALITORNIA S4108

455 DAG- fgRRG

AMERIGANY & EUVRCFEAN
OEMOLOGIETS

NIOTERE A4 APNBELISERS
O FINE JEWELHY

Renowned gemologist

GILL & SHORTELL LTD.
210 POST STREET, SUITE 612
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 54108

(415) 986-6556
JOSEPH 0. GILL RICHARD SHORTELL

AFPRAISERS, BROKERS & BUYERS OF FINE JEWELRY.

15 yaars in the business. Wa ivita you ta
compara our cradantinis: Gradueate Gamologiat

af tho Gemolegical Institute of Amarics 1G.LA
an elocted Fellow of the Soclary of Jewalry
Historlans at tha British Mussum, Fallow of the
Gomolagical Associntlan of Great Britain.

authas of two standerd books on gams, ano of tha
tnrgest refarencs librarlas on gams in the world,
farmer Haad of Jawalry at Sotheby Parke

Barnet and ower 1800 cllants worldwide.

MESMEERA BET TEN BUSINESS BUAEAL.

Bell System
Yeliow Pages

7A)

S

Las Angeles Times

jan Fran. Chronicle
Jlrs. Cizeular Keysione
Kational Jeweler
Coldsmith

Maine Entigue Digest

PRIVATE

SERVICES
SELL YOUR JEWELRY
All Types
SILVER & GOLD
CONS I GHMENTS
Mo aobligation te sell
10% Comnission

3 Weeks

AFPRATZALS-CONSULTATION
Whilawvou—-wait

Ho need to
Fairest prices

loave Jjewelry

FEOPLE

LaW FIRMS

BANES & TRUSTS

EXPFERTE

Jewelry Firm to
open in San Francisco

SAN FRANCISCO -
Jogeph 0. Gill, having recent-
Iy resigned as head of the
jewelry departmenl at

theby Parke Bernet Los
Angeles, hag announced the
farmation of a pew compeny
in partnership with his
former Sotheby co-worker,
Richard Shortell. The new
firm, specializing in the ap-

raising and buying of fina
ewelry, will be known as Gill
& Shortell Lid.

Mr Gill, in the vear he was
with Sothehy's, more than
doubled the net jewelry sales
far the Les Angeles gallery.
During that time he organiz-
ed the three largesl jewelty
auction sales aver held in the
weatern United States. In-
eluded in his June, 1981, sale
was an eight-carat blue dia-
mand wh:cl;jh sold far maore
per caral than any gem ever
sold by Sotheby’s in ils
hiztory {596,500 per caret).

Mr Gill came to Sotheby's
[rom the wholesale fiem of J.
& 5.5, DeYoung, Inc, Boston,
where he secved as chiet
pemaologist for five years. In
1975 Gill became a certified
iemn]ngist with the

merican Gem Sovisty, Heis
also a graduate gemologist
from the G.I.A, #n elscted
Fellow of the Society of
Jewelry  Historians st the

Eritish Museum, and s
Feliow of the Gemmolagical
Association of Grest Britain
[F.G.A)

He is the author of two
hooks on gems,  including
Gill's Index, published by the
G.I1.A, The Index is a com-
prehensive woark which in-
cludes the entire English
speaking  literature about
gems and jewelry. Gill hag
also written articles which
have appesred in Gems &
remelogy, Jewelers' Cir-
cular ¢ Kevstone, Natioma!
Jeweler and Lapidary
Journad,

Richard Shortell, a cer-
tified pemologist with the
AGS and a graduate
gemalogisl from the G.LA.,
assisted Gill in onganizing
and developing Jewelry sales
in Les Apgeles, Prier to jnin-
ing Satheby's | Shoriell sery-

for four years as head dis-
mond salesman with the lirm
of Shreve, Crump & Low
Company, Boston.

JULY= 18981



In 1981 Dick Liddicoat called and asked me if | might be
interested in heading up the GIA. | told him I was happy
working for myself but many thanks for thinking of me.

| sold my extensive gem library via Christies, famous
auction house in New York City on Madison Avenue,
"THE GILL COLLECTION OF HISTORICAL GEM
BOOKS". 1% sale: Wednesday, October 21, 1987; 2"
sale: Tuesday, December 2, 1987; 3" sale: Wednesday,
April 20, 1988 & the last, 4™ and final, single owner sale:
Tuesday, June 7 1988. These book sales were part of
Christie’s catalog, “Magnificent Jewelry”, each having
sales of over 20 million dollars in jewels and gems (see
documents below). The Introduction to this book sale is
written by Neil Letson of Anniston, Alabama, a very noted
writer for Christies, as well as The Smithsonian Magazine,
Connoisseur, The Saturday Evening Post, The Atlantic
Monthly, etcetera. This Introduction covers the origins of
this unique book collection and is reproduced below. To
date, 2009, this is the largest and most important public
auction of a book collection on this subject, which has ever
been sold, worldwide. The four different Christie’s catalogs
entitled, “The Gill Collection of Historical Gem Books”,
contain an excellent bibliography of books and publications
on the subject of gems, gemology and jewelry in English
and are much sought after by collectors.

Christies had difficulties in both their Antique Book
Department and Jewelry Department to find someone
qualified to actually do the cataloging and pricing. With
my own background at auction with Sotheby's and an
expert on the books in my own collection it was decided |



was the most qualified. For the first time that | know, since
Christies origins in the early 1700's, the consigner did both

catalogue and put price estimates. | did this for the entire
four catalogues.

“The Gill Collection of Historical Gem Books™



Introduction:




In the last decades of the 20th Century, one of the most vigorous and successful
collectors of the literature of gems and jewelry has been Joseph O. Gill, B.Sc., G.G.,
F.G.A. and Christie’s is privileged to offer his outstanding collection.

The rich panoply of books and papers in this collection not only represents the
paradigm of a great jewelry history library, but also has the added distinction of being
the best of its kind in America.

The volumes offered in this sale, and in subsequent jewelry sales to be conducted by
Christie’s in December of this year and in April and June of next year, were assembled
before the collecting of early works on gems and jewelry assumed the almost frenzied
proportions recent sale-room prices have reached today. The care and discernment
shown in bringing this collection together has insured that the volumes offered have
merit and eclat, and the connoisseurship shown by the collector has resulted in the
dazzling array of material offered in this sale.

Joseph O. Gill assembled this major collection in a relatively short span of years—less
than twenty all told. His purpose was simple and straight-forward, to put together a
usable research library in English of all books, papers and journals on gems and jewelry.
What he has achieved is akin to the formation of the great libraries of the Rennaissance,
and it has evolved both in quantity and quality far beyond the collector’s original intent.

What is being offered in this and subsequent sales of the Gill Collection is by far the
finest and most complete body of gemological and jewelry literature and ephemera in
America, possibly the world. The dispersal of this collection will establish the ben-
chmark in specialized library sales for years to come and will refresh and nourish both
private and institutional libraries around the world.

Many of the items offered are unique. Most are extremely rare, museum-quality
volumes. All are of a level of distinction and interest to astonish every literate person—
gemological bibliophile or not—by its range and depth.

In forming his library, Mr. Gill brought both professional expertise and dogged
persistence into play. He was fortunate in that he had the splendid combination of
opportunity to discover and means to acquire; surely the best possible situation for a
collector. More importantly, his knowledge of the field and his facility for self-control
(rare in a collector of anything) assured that he accepted anly the best, the rarest and the
most desirable,

Mr. Gill’s contributions to the body of literature on gems and jewelry have not been
limited to the formation of a magnificent library. His own book, Gill’s Index, is a
comprehensive and invaluable source of gem information which provides a cumlative
index to the world's leading journals and books on gemology, mineralogy, jewelry and
the lapidary arts. It is the only book of its kind to be published by the Gemological
Institute of America, and along with his numerous contributions to jewelry trade
publications, has established him as a leader in the field of gemological research.

As Chief Gemologist for a leading Boston firm, and later as the head of the jewelry
department of Sotheby’s in L.os Angeles and presently as the senior partner in the firm of
Gill & Shortell in San Francisco, he stands on the cutting edge of a highly competitive
and constantly changing profession. His success in the active day-to-day buying and
selling of precious stones of the magnitude offered in this sale adds a perspective to his
writing and professional opinions which can be matched by few individuals anywhere in
America.

There is always some natural curiosity about why such a lovingly and pains-takingly
assembled library should be sold ar all. In Mr. Gill’s case it is purely a developing
interest in other more technical and esoteric aspects of gemology. of other goals to
achieve, other mountains to climb. Whatever his reasons, the jewelry and gemological
community are better off for his having demonstrated the perspicacity and zeal coupled
with scholarship and erudition to bring together the remarkable library we see offered
here today.

Neil Letson

Neil Letson is an author, gemologist and jewelry historian. As a freelance journalist his
articles have appeared in a wide range of magazines including Connosisseur, Smithso-
nian, The Saturday Evening Post, Antique Monthly and Gems & Gemology. Mr. Letson
has served as a consultant on many international expeditions and lectures widely on
various subjects related to gems and the history of jewelry.
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tensive contacts among connoisseurs,
Curiel long knew of the whereabouts
of some of the stones placed in the up-
coming auction. But he refrained from
going after them until he felt the time
was just right. Others like the
64.83-carat D-flawless came un-
solicited because of Christie’s
astonishing success with the red dia-
mond last April. Even so, landing this
stone for the sale took months of
skillful negotiations. Although it is this
stone that has dominated news
coverage of the upcoming sale, Curiel
is proud of the auction's entire
assemblage. “We've got a Merle
Oberon bracelet and some other nice
Deco pieces, plus a collection of ex-
tremely rare gem and jewelry books,"
he says. “Because our clientele is so
diverse, we must have items that ap-
peal to each palette. For this sale, |
think the mix is very good.”

David Federman

The fruits of
an obsession

In 1967, gemologist Joe Gill, only 21
and new to the rare books scene, vow-
ed to build the most distinguished

The Catalogue of the Collection of
Jewels and Precious Works of Art: The
Property of J. Pierpont Morgan, one of
the 800 volumes on jewelry and gem-
stones in Joseph Gill's library

English-language collection of gem
and jewelry books ever known. To
catch up to and pass collectors far old-
er than him who had been pursuing
the same goal for decades, Gill resort-
ed to what he calls “disciplined
desperation.”

Every day, seven days a week, for
four years, the fledgling bibliophile
posted 25 hand-written letters to the

world’s leading antiquarian book deal-
ers listing the volumes he wanted. "Af-
ter a while, they'd write me back beg-
ging me to stop deluging them with
mail.” Gill recalls. “I'd get notes saying
things like ‘Please be assured, Mr. Gill,
we are aware of your needs and are
making every attempt to fill them." In
short, don't write us, we'll write you.”

But Gill didn't cease his day-in/day-
out postal bombardment until he had
sent some 35,000 inquiries, which
may be a record for the kind of plead-
ing, pestering correspondence used
book dealers commonly receive from |
what might be termed bibliomaniacs.
“I was like a drug addict,” Gill confess-
es. “Every book | bought just made the
addiction worse.”

By the time he eased up on letter
writing, Gill was already well on his
way to becoming the English-speaking
world's leading authority on gem and
jewelry books and periodicals (which
fact the Gemological Institute of
America later recognized by publish-
ing Gill's Index to Journals, Articles and
Books Relating to Gems and Jewelry in
1978). What's more, his budding li-
brary already sparkled with trea-
sures—for instance, the only known
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1910, Catalogue of the Collection of Jewels and Precious Works of Art, the Property
of James Pierpont Morgan, by G. C. Williamson, London, 183pp.



® 176 WILLIAMSON, G.C. CATALOGUE OF THE COLLECTION OF
JEWELS AND PRECIOUS WORKS OF ART, THE PROPERTY OF J.
PIERPONT MORGAN

Compiled at the request of J. P. Morgan by George C. Williamson, London Cheswick
Press, (copy #17) 20 deluxe copies Litt. D. xxvii, 183 (I) pp., with 94 fine plates
engraved from photographs, of which forty-seven are also present in very beautiful,
hand colored state, with pressed gold and silver borders and other illustrations in text.
Very large, heavy thick 4to, full green crushed levant morocco, spine with 5 raised
bands and insets designed and lettered in gilt, the upper cover bearing a very large inlay
of polished shagreen manta ray skin, the center of which contains a finely-wrought
sterling silver gilt leafy device incorporating a griffin and gargoyle in which a
gem-quality amethyst is set in the center; with the border of the inlay a gilt frame and in
each of the corners a finely-wrought piece of sterling silver gilt metalwork designed with
dragons stamped by *‘Garrard & Co., Royal Crown Jewelers in London; with 2 working
clasps (stamped) of the same metal incorporating griffins, gargoyles and leaves. Inside
dentelles of full green crushed levant morocco with lighter green morocco inlays of
mythological birds framed by an elaborate gilt design and border, and green silk moire
free endpapers; a.e.g., four silk ribbon markers. London: Privately Printed at Chiswick
Press, 1910. First Edition, deluxe issue limited to 20 copies printed on vellum (calfskin),
and containing forty-seven hand-colored plates not found in the regular issue. In mint
condition

This is indeed a masterpiece of book production and it is in a class by itself. It is rumored
that the cost was so immense that after Mr. Morgan's death, his executors cancelled all
uncompleted orders, involving Dr. Williamson in a financial loss.

In his article *'An Experiment in Book Production’’ (Book Collectors’ Quarterly No. 3)
Dr. Williamson says: “In this way for some seven years, the work of preparing this
astonishing volume went forward indeed needed a Maecenas to venture upon this
production of so costly and so remarkable a work."" *‘In the Jewel Book every extensive
use was made of gold and silver leaf, the gold leaf alone running into many hundreds of
pounds. On the surface of the gold delicate tracery was made with exceedingly fine
brushes to represent the tooling that appeared on the original objects.” *"Water color
painting upon a leaf of silver was carried out with such siccess that the reproductions
were as Sir Lionel Cust said on one occasion “Impeccable’” and really did present the
effect in perfection, of enamel.”’

Lord Duveen writes —

“The last Catalogue Morgan saw was that depicting and describing his jewels he
received Christmas Day, 1912, a few months before his death. 'The most beautiful book
I have ever seen,”’ he cabled to Williamson. It is a significant sidelight on his
character—the ““merciless man who has been called the ‘chief of the trust bosses of
America’ that one book lay on the table by his deathbed in Rome; ''It was the most
beautiful book I have ever seen” . This is the only copy in private hands of the deluxe
edition of the 20 outside of the major institutions and therefore it is likely this is the only
copy to be sold for many years to come. Of the forty-seven plates which are hand
colored with actual silver and gold gilt worked into the heavy vellum pages where gold
and or silver appear in these illustrated objects, so that the metal can actually be felt
with the fingertips. This gives the most nearly actual reproduction af the metallic object
illustrated. Among the illustrations are: Pax, chains of honor, betrothal rings, busts,
rosaries, necklaces, pendant jewels, reliquaries, medals, scrolls links, figures,
medallions, flowers, buttons, watches, seals, portraits, caskets, beads, dipthches,
ewers, shrines, bowls, vases, tankards, crosses, vessels, ctboriums, chalices, Niello
medallions, amber cup, jade cup, clocks, perfume boitles, and many more. Each is fully
described with its history significance and references to the occasion for which the
ohject was made. The book is 3 inches thick, the pages are 112 x 15 inches and it weighs
16 pounds.

$10,000-12,000

1839, A Catalogue of the Collection of Pearls and Precious Stones Formed by H.
P. Hope, by Bram Hertz, London, 112pp.


Joseph
Text Box
1839, A Catalogue of the Collection of Pearls and Precious Stones Formed by H. P. Hope, by Bram Hertz, London, 112pp.
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& [3% HERTZ, BRAM. A CATALOGUE OF THE COLLECTION OF PEARLS
AND PRECIOUS STOMES FORMED BY HEMRY PHILIF HOTE, ESCQ,

London: William Clewes and Sons, 1839 (112 pp, + 42 engraved plates) 15 = [0V
inches, folio: (8), signed by H. Thomas Hope, Esq.
i privately published cotalogioe afthe celebrated Hope Coliection, comipiled by Hram
Herez, for H.P. Hope, a waalthy collector of the thme. Tt lncludes a lnege number af
Sfrmons ez, among them the Hope Digmond (see page 25, plare 2V, the largest blue
dicencad fevear, Tiee Hope Diamend 5 thowehi fo hgve Been ool from the 112 corar
stoxe brought to France by the preat jewel trader, Jean-Bapuiste Tavernier (see lot
* fjf_.l rzl;ﬂ'_,')ran:'.rm.wrd b_'r' Levade XTV dne 1648 v et r.l_,l'_ﬂu- Fremeh Croown Jewels, This
stee, later colled the French Dlwe, was recat inte a 67 caral fears in 1673 and
disappeared after the crown jeweal polhery of 17902, The 43,5 cargr Hope Digeiond,
wamed for the Lendon banker, Henry I'. Haope who purchased it in TE30. was apparently
et frone it The Aope digmond i aow i the Smithsonion Ingtitasion, Washingten D0C,
A vary good copy of this reee cafalogoe witiel was poldished In Umled vomeder, The
Hope Ureen Crosy (plate # V1 was sold i Geneva gt anction in May of 1980, The entire
colfection of pems formed v Lienry Fhilin Hope, was sold ar auction in May aof 1886 in
London, after being on exhibition at South Kensingion Museum for many vears.
Reference: Precions Stone chopter, Mineral Resopece Annnal by George F. King,
TEET, 1. 377,

£1.000-1,200
See illusteation



The Six Voyages of Jean Baptiste Tavernier, Baron of Aubonne,
Through Turkey into Persia and the East Indies For a Space of Forty
Years,

1677, first English edition by John Phillips, pub. Dr. Daniel Cox,

London. (read on line at Www.FarIang.com)
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1813, A Treatise on Diamonds and Precious Stones, Including their
history-natural and commercial, by John Mawe, London, 166pp.


http://www.farlang.com/
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MAWE, JOHN. A TREATISE ON DIAMONDS AND PRECIOUS
STONES INCLUDING THEIR HISTORY — NATURAL AMD
COMMERCIAL TO WHICH 15 ADDED, SOME ACCOUNT OF THE BEST
METHOD OF CUTTING AND POLISHING THEM

On September 6 1988, seven years to the day from starting
my own business, at the age of 39, | closed the doors and
that was that.



One year later, on September 6 1989, | moved to the big
island of Hawali and lived there from 1989 till 2003. | then
sold my house, which | had built myself, and my new wife
Nancy and | started an extended trip overseas. We have
been traveling over 6 years now and you can read about our
adventures each month at www.worldglobetrotters.com .

Joseph Gill today in his 6" year of continuous
travel overseas, (2003-) on a 25 year
adventure.

See more about this at
www.worldglobetrotters.com

Joseph in Tibet



http://www.worldglobetrotters.com/
http://www.worldglobetrotters.com/

Papua New Guinea




Sumatra Oranqutan
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Joseph and Nancy on their 25 year adventure 2007

Two healthy vegans at dinner



| hope you have enjoyed the diverse documentation and
story covering the evolution of “Gills Index”; and on my
work history included herein. | hope that this
autobiography will show young gemology students that
when you have enough persistence and a love for your
subject, the only limits you will have are those that you
make for yourself. This idea has been a central part of my
life and it has never failed me. | will not be coming back
into the gem business but am confident that my
contributions will live on with “Gill's Historical Index
Online”.



| am freely offering to resurrect “Gill’s Index” into “Gill's
Historical Index Online” a much more useable electronic
media that can be updated as time moves on. “Gill's
Historical Index Online”, is a complete ‘redo’ effort of the
much harder to use printed “Gill’s Index”. The index has
been updated as much as possible with resources that were
made available to me via the internet, while traveling
overseas. Anyone wanting to help update any part of this
index is asked by the author to please contact me offering
your ideas or help. You may choose to make updates for
any of the separate journals, or a special gem or locality. If
you see any glaring errors in the texts or missing books,
don’t panic, just send me an email and then you can be
helping in this project. | have already done the first 350
years of this effort.

It is good to remember that “Gill’s Index” was originally a
GIA publication, following Richard Liddicoat’s passionate
ideals, when he proclaimed in the G & G “The GIA is
proud to announce the publication of “Gill’s Index” as part
of a continued effort to keep the jewelry and gem industry
informed”.

The “Gill's Historical Index Online” is easily and instantly
searchable (ctrl + F) for any gem writer, teacher, gemology
student or interested newcomer. Search for any name, key
word, famous gems, year, or whatever you desire. Read the
first part of “Gill's Historical Index Online” to learn more
about how to use it and its origin’s.



The “Gill's Historical Index Online” is easily downloaded
with a total size of 8 megabytes and totally useable off line.

| would invite any of your questions or comments.
A Fellow Gemologist
Joseph O. Gill, BSC, GG, FGA

Email: qilljoseph1949@yahoo.com
Website: www.worldglobetrotters.com



mailto:gilljoseph1949@yahoo.com
http://www.worldglobetrotters.com/



