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¢ He was a pearl too pure on earth to dwell,
« And wafte his fplendor in this mortal fhell.”
Erom the Arabick, Vol. II. p. 520.

PREFACE.

f
f
|
|

- THE beft monument that can be erected to a man

‘ of literary talents, is a good edition of his works.”

Such was the opinion of Sir William Jones. In-
trufted with his Manufcripts, the Editor has therefore
long regarded it as a facred duty to publifh the vo-
lumes now offered to the world. Various circum-
ftances have deléyed the publication ; but fhe trufts to
the indulgence of the feeling, and the candid, when
they confider the difficulty of colle&ing papers fo
widely difperfed; and alfo thofe habits of inactivity,
and indecifion, which affliction impofes on a mind that
has been deeply wounded.

‘ The



PREFACE.

The Editor referves to herfelf the liberty of giving,
at a future period, any pofthumous papers, or biogra-
phical anecdotes, of a charalter, which fhe believes to
be fcarce lefs interefting to the publick, than dear to
herfelf! The prefent collection confifts of all the
works printed during the Author’s life, and of fome
others, which, though not correted by him for the
prefs, evidently appear to have been intended for pub-.
lication. To thefe, the Editor thinks fhe may, with
much propriety, prefix Sir John Shore’s* admirable
difcourfe, delivered before the Afiatick Society in Cal-
cutta, in May, 1794 ; both as a mark of her refpect for
the writer, and becaufe it gives the moft accurate, and
comprehenfive ‘account, yet extant, of Sir William
Jones’s enlarged views, and litefary labours; and tends
to illuftrate a character already endeared to 1na1;kind,

wherever Religion, Science, and Philofophy, prevail !

A. M. J.

* Lord Teignmouth.
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LIBRARY.
N.YORHK.

II

GENTLEMEN,

IF I had confulted my competency only, for the ftation which your
choice has conferred npon me, I muft without hefitation have declined
the honour of being the Prefident of this Society ; and although I moft
cheerfully accept your invitation, with every inclination to affift, as far
as my abilities extend, in promoting the laudable views of your aflocia-
tion, I muft ftll retain the confcioufnefs of thofe difqualifications, which
you have been pleafed to overlook.

It was lately our boaft to poffefs a Prefident, whofe name, talents,
and charater, would have been honourable to any inflitution; it
is now our misfortune to lament, that Sir William Jones' exifts, but
in the affe@ions of his friends, and in the efteem, veneration, and

regret of all.

g S ’ I cannot,
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I cannot, I flatter myfelf, offer a more grateful tribute to the Society,
than by making his charalter the fubjet of my firft addrefs to you; and
if in the delineation of it, fondnefs or affeftion for the man fhould ap-
pear blended with my revereuce for his genius and abilities, in the {ym-
pathy of your feelings I thall find my apology.

To define with accuracy the variety, value, and extent of his literary -
attainments, requires more learning than I pretend to poffefs, and I
am therefore to folicit );dur indulgence for an imperfeé fketch, rather
than expe& your approbation for a complete defcription of the talents,
and knowledge, of your late and lamented Prefident.

1 fhall begin with mentioning his wonderful capacity for the acqui-
fition of languages, which has never been excelled. In Greek and Roman
literature, his early proficiency was the fubjet of admiration and ap-
plaufe ; and knowledge, of whatever nature, once obtained by him, was
ever afterwards progreflive. The more elegant diales of modern Exurope,
the French, the Spanifb, and the Italian, he {poke and wrote with the
greateft fluency and precifion ; and the German and Portuguefe were
familiar to him. " At an early period of life his application to Oriental
literature commenced ; he ftudied the Hedrew with eafe and {uccefs,
and many of the moft learned 4faticks have the candour to avow, that
his knowledge of Arabick and Perfian was as accurate and extenfive as
their own 5 he was alfo converfant in the Tur4ifb idiom, and the Chinefe
had even attracted his notice, fo far as to induce him to learn the ra-
dical characters of that language, with a view perhaps to farther im-
provements. It was to be expected, after his arrival in Ina’z‘:'z, that he
would eagerly embrace the opportunity of making himfelf mafter of the
Sanfcrit; and the moft enlightened profeffors of the doétrines of BRannma
confefs with pride, delight, and furprife, that his knowledge of their
{acred dialeét was moft critically corre& and profound. The Pandits,

who
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who were in'the habit of attending him, when I faw them after: his
death, at a public Durbar, could neither furprefs their tears for his lofs,

nor find terms to exprefs their admiration at the wonderful progrefs he
had made in their {ciences.

Before the expiration of his twenty-fecond year, he had completed his
Commentaries on the Poetry of the Afiaticks, although a confiderable
time afterwards elapfed before their publication ; and this work, if no
other monument of his labours ‘exifted, would at once furnifth proofs of
his confummate fkill in the Oriental dialeéts, of his proficiency in thofe
of Rome and Greece, of tafte and erudition far beyond his years, and of
talents and application without example.

But the judgement of Sir William Jones was too difcerning to con-
fider language in any other light than as the key of {cience, and he
would have defpifed the reputation of a mere linguift. Knowledge
and truth, were the object of all his ftudies, and his ambition was to
be ufeful to mankind ; with thefe views, he eéxtended his refearches to
all languages,- nations, and times.

Such were the motives that induced him to propofe to the Govern-
ment of this country, what he juftly denominated a work of national
utility and importance, the compilation of a copious digeft of Hindu and
Mabommedan Law, from Sanfcrit and Arabick originals, with an offer
of his fervices to fuperintend the compilation, and with a promife to
tranflate it, He had forefeen, previous to his departure from Ewurope,
that without the aid of fuch a work, the wife and benevolent inten-
tions of the legiflature of Great Britain, in leaving, to a certain extent,
the natives of thefe provinces in poffeflion of their own laws, could not
be completely. fulfilled ; and his experience, after a thort refidence in
India, confirmed what his fagacity had anticipated, that without prin-

' ciples
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ciples to refer to, in a language familiar to the judges of the courts, ad-
judications amongft the natives muft too often be fubject to an uncer-
tain and erroneous expofition, or wilful mifinterpretation of their laws.

To the fuperintendance of this work, which was immediately un-
dertaken at his fuggeftion, he affiduoufly devoted thofe hours which he
could fpare from his profeffional duties.  After tracing the plan of the
digeft, he preferibed its arrangement and mode of execution, and felet-
ed from the moft learned Hindus and Mabommedans fit perfons for the
tafk of compiling it; flattered by his attention, and encouraged by his
applaufe, the Pandits profecuted their labours with cheerful zeal, to a
fatisfaltory conclufion. The Molavees have alfo nearly finifhed their
portion of the work, but we muft ever regret, that the promifed tran-
flation, as well as the meditated preliminary differtation, have been
fruftrated by that decree, which fo often intercepts the performance of
human purpofes.

During the courfe of this compilation, and as auxiliary to it, he was
led to ftudy the works of MENv, reputed by the Hindus to be the oldeft,
and holieft of legiflatures; and finding them to comprize a fyftem of
religious and civil duties, and of law in all its branches, fo compre-
lienfive and minutely exaét, that it might be confidered as the Inftitutes
of Hindu Jaw, he prefented a tranflation of them to the Government
of Bengal.  During the fame period, deeming no labour exceflive or
fuperfluous that tended, in any refped, to promote the welfare or hap-
pinefs of mankind, he gave the public an Englib verfion of the Arabick
text of the Sikajivau, or Mabommedan Law of Inheritance, with a
Commentary. He had already publithed in England, a tranflation of a
Traét on the fame fubjeét, by another Mabommedan Lawyer, containing,
as his own words exprefs, ¢ a lively and elegant epitome of the law of
Inheritance, according to Za1p.”

To
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To thefe learned and important works, fo far out of the road of
amufement, nothing could have engaged his application, but that de-

fire which he ever profeffed, of rendering his knowledge ufeful to his
nation, and beneficial to the inhabitants of thefe provinces.

Without attending to the chronological order of their publication,
- 1 fhall briefly recapitulate his other performances in Afatick Litera-
ture, as far as my knowledge and recolletion of them extend.

The vanity and petulance of ANQUETIL DU PERRrON, with his il-
liberal refletions on fome of the learned members of the Univerfity of
Oxford extorted from him a letter, in the French lancruacre, which has
been admired for accurate critici{m, juft fatire, and elecrant compofition.
A regard for the literary reputation of his country, induced him to
tranflate, from a Perfian original into French, the life of NapIr Suam,
that it might not be carried out of England, with a refleftion, that no
perfon had been found in the Britith dominions capable of tranflating
it. The ftudents of Perfian literature. muft ever be grateful to him,
for a grammar of that language, in which he has thown the poffibility
of combining tafte, and elegance, with the precifion of a grammarian;
and every admirer of Arabick poetry, muft acknowledge his obligations
to him, for an Engli/b verfion of the feven celebrated poems, fo well
known by the name of Moallakat, from the diftinétion to which their
excellence had entitled them, of being fufpended in the temple of
Mecca : 1 thould {carcely think it of importance to mention, that he
did not difdain the office of Editor of a Sanferit and Perfian work, if
it did not afford me an opportunity of adding, that the latter was
publifhed at his own expence, and was fold for the benefit of in-
folvent debtors. A fimilar application was made of the produce of the
SiRAJIVAIL ‘

0}3
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Of his lighter produ&ions, the elegant amufements of his leifure
hours, comprehending hymns on the Hindu mythology, poems confift-
ing chiefly of tranflations from the Ajfiatick languages, and the verfion
of SACONTALA, an ancient Indian drama, 1t would be unbecoming to
fpeak in a fiyle of importance which he did not him{elf annex to them.
They thow the alivity of a vigorous mind, its fertility, its genius,
and its tafte. Nor fhall I particularly dwell on the difcourfes addrefled
to this Society, which we have all perufed or heard, or on the other
learned and interefting differtations, which form fo large, and valuable
a portion of the records of ‘our Refearches ; let us lament, that the
fpirit which diftated them is to us extinét, and that the voice to
which we liftened with improvément, and rapture, will be heard by us

no more.

But I cannot pafs over a paper, which has fallen into my poffeffion
fince his demife, in the hand-writing of Sir William Jones himfelf;
entitled DESTDERATA, as more explanatory than any thing I can fay,
of the comprehenfive views of his ‘enlightened mind. 1t contains, as
a perufal of it will thow, whatever is moft curious, important, and at-
tainable in the fciences and hiftories of India, Arabia, China, and Tar-
tary ; fubje&s, which he had already moft amply difcuffed in the dif-
quifitions which he laid before the Society. :

DESIDERATA.
INDIA.
1.—The Ancient Geography of India, &c. from the Puranas.
2.—A Botanical Defcription of Indian Plants, from the Cofthas, &c.
3.—A Grammar of the Sanfcrit Language, from Panini, &c.
4—A Dictionary of the Sanfcrit Language, from thirty-two original
Vocabularies and Niruti.

5.—0n
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5.—On the Ancient Mufic of the Indians.
. 6.—On the Medical Subftances of India, and the Indian Art of
Medicine.

7.—On the Philofophy of the Ancient Indians.

8.—A Tranflation of the Veda.

9.—On Ancient Indian Geometry, Aftronomy, and Algebra.

10.—A Tranflation of the Puranas.

11.—A Tranflation of the Mahabbarat and Ramayan.

12.—On the Indian Theatre, &c. &c. &c.

13.—On the Indian Conftellations, with their Mythology, from the
Puranas.

14.—The Hiftory of India before the Mahommedan conqueﬁ from
the Sanfcrit-Cathmir Hiftories.

ARABIA.
15.—The Hiftory of Arabia before Mahommed.
. 16,—A Tranflation of the Hamafa.
17.—A Tranflation of Hariri.
18.—A Tranflation of the Facahatul Khulafa.
Of the Cafiah.

PERSIA.

19.—The H1ﬁory of Perfia from Authorities in Sanfcrit, Arabick,
Greek, Turkifh, Perfian, ancient and modern.

Firdauf’s Khofrau nama.
20.~The five Poems of Nizami, tranflated in profe.
A Dictionary of pure Perfian. Jehangire.

. CHINA.
* 21.~A Tranflation of the Shi-king.
22.—The text of Can-fu-tfu verbally tranflated.

VOL., L. C TARTARY.
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TARTARY:
23.—A Hiftory of the Tartar Nations, chiefly of the Moguls and
Othmans, from the Turkifh and Perfian.

WE are not authorifed to concludé, that he had himielf formed a
determination to complete the works which his genius and knowledge
had thus fketched ; the tafk feems to réquire a period, beyond the pro-
bable duration of any human life; but we, who had the happinefs to
know Sir William Jones, who were witnefles of his indefatigable per-
feverance in the purfuit of knowledge, and of his ardour to dccomplith
whatever he deemed important ; who faw the extent of his intelletual
powers, his wonderful attainments in literature and {cience, and the
facility with which all his compofitions were made, cannot doubt, if
it had pleafed Providence to protract the date of his exiftence;  that
he would have ably executed much,-of what he had fo extenfively
planned. ! —

I have hitherto principally confined my difcourfe to the purfuits of
our late Prefident in Oriental literature, which, from their extent, might
appear to have occupied all his time; but ‘they neither precluded his
attention to profeffional ftudies, nor to {cience in general : amonglt his
publications in Europe, in polite literature, exclufive of various com-
pofitions in profe and Verfé, 1 find a tranflation of the fpeeches of
Iszevus, with a‘learued‘fco‘mment";-aﬁd, m law, a‘n'EH'aiy on the Law of
Bailments : upon the fubjeét of this laft work, I cannot deny myfelf the
gratification of quoting the fentiments of a celebrated hiftorian : ¢ Sir
“ William Jones has given an ingenious 4nd rational effay on the law
“ of Bailments. He is perhaps the only lawyer equally converfant with

¢ the
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« the year books of /efiminfler, the commentaries of ULPIAN, the

« Attic pleadings of Is&us, and the fentences of Arabian and Perfian
“ Cadbis.'

His profeflional ftudies did not commence before his twenty-fecond
year, and I have his own authority for aflerting, that the firft book of
Englifb jurifprudence which he'ever ftudied, was FORTESCUE s effay in
praife of the laws of England.

Of the ability and confciehtious integrity, with which he difcharged
the funétions of a Magiftrate, and the duties of a Judge of the Supreme
Court of Judicature in this fettlement, the public voice and public re-
gret bear ample and merited teftimony. The fame penetration which
- marked his {cientific refearches, diftinguifhed his legal inveftigations and
decifions ; and he deemed no inquiries burthenfome, which had for their.
~ object fubftantial juftice under the rules of law.

His addrefles to the jurors, are not lefs diﬁinéuiihed for philanthropy,
and liberality of fentiment, than for juft expofitions of the law, per-

{picuity, and elegance of diction ; and his oratory was as captivating as
his arguments were convincing.

In an epilogue to his commentaries on Afiatick poetry, he bids farewell
to polite literature, without relinquithing his affeétion for it; and con-
cludes with an intimation of his intention to ftudy law, expreffed ina
with, which we now know to have been prophetic.

Mihi fit, oro, non inutilis toga,
Nec indiferta lingua, nec turpis manus !

c2 ‘ I have
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I have already enumerated attainments and works, which, from their
diverfity and extent, feem far beyond the capacity of the moft enlarged
minds ; but the catalogue may yet be augmented. To a proficiency in
the languages of Greece, Rome, and Afia, he added the knowledge of the
philofophy of thofe countries, and of every thing curious and valuable
that had been taught in them. The dottrines of the Academy, the
Lyceum, or the Portico, were not more familiar to him than the tenets
of the Vedas, the myfticifm of the Suf’, or the religion of the ancient
Perfians; and whilft with a kindred genius he perufed with rapture
the heroic, lyric, or moral compofitions, of the moft renowned poets of
Greece, Rome, and Afia, he could turn with equal delight and know-
ledge, to the fublime fpeculations, or mathematical calculations, of
Barrow and Newron. With them alo, he profeflfed his convittion
of the truth of the Chriftian religion, and he juftly deemed it no incon-
fiderable advantage, that his refearches hdd corroborated the multiplied
evidence of revelation, by confirming the Mo/aic account of the pri-
mitive world. We all recollect, and can refer to, the following fen
timents in his eighth anniverfary difcourfe.

¢ Theological inquiries are no part of my prefent fubjects. but I can-
‘¢ not refrain from adding, that the collettion of traéls, which we call
“ from their excellence the Scriptures, contain,, inde.pendexitly of a di-
“ vine origin, more true fublimity, more exquifite beauty, purer mo-
¢ rality, more important hiftory, and finer ftrains both of poetry and
“ eloquence, than could be colleéted within the fame compafs from all
« other books, that were ever compofed in any age, or in any idiom.
¢ The two parts, of which the Scriptures confift, are conneted by a
“ chain of compofitions, which bear no refemblance in form or ftyle
“ to any that can be produced from the ftores of Grecian, Indian, Perfian,

“or even Arabian learning; the antiquity of thofe compofitions no
“ man
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« mian doubts, and the unftrained application of them to events long

% fubfequent to their publication, is a folid ground of belief, that they
¢ were genuine predictions, and confequently infpired.”

There were in truth few f{ciences, in which he had not acquired con-
fiderable proficiency ; in moft, his knowledge was profound. The
theory of mufic was familiar to him ; nor had he neglefted to make
himfelf acquainted with the interefting difcoveries lately made in chy-
miftry; and-I have heard him affert, that his admiration of the ftruc-
ture of the human frame, had induced him to attend for a feafon to a
courfe of anatomical letures delivered by his friend, the celebrated
HunTER. ‘

His laft ‘and favourite purfuit, was the ftudy of Borany, which he
originally began under the confinement of a fevere and lingering dif-
order, which with moft minds, would have proved a difqualification
from any application. It conftituted the principal amufement of his
leifure hours. In the arrangements of LinnNzus he difcovered {yftem,
truth, and {cience, which never failed to captivate and engage his at-
tention; and from the proofs which he has exhibited of his progrefs in
Botany, we may conclude that he would have extended the difcoveries
in that {cience. The laft compofition which he read in this Society,
was a defcription of feleét Indian plants, and I hope his Executors will
allow wus to fulfil his intention of publithing it, as a number in our
Refearches.

It cannot be deemed ufelefs or fuperfluous to inquire, By what arts
or method he was enabled to attain to a degrée of knowledge almoft

univerfal, and apparently beyotid the powers of man, during a life little
exceeding forty-feven years. |

The
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The faculties of his mind, by nature vigorous, were improved - by
conftant exercife ; and his memory, by habitual praétice, had acquired
a capacity of retaining whatever had once been impreffed upon it. To
an unextinguithed ardour for univerfal knowledge, he joined a perfe-
verance in the purfuit of it, which fubdued all obftacles; his ftudies
began with the dawn, and during the intermiffions of profeffional duties,
were continued throughout the day ; refle¢tion and meditation ftrength-
ened and confirmed what induftry and inveftigation had accumulated.
It was a fixed principle with him, ‘from which he never voluntarily
deviated, not'to be deterred by any difficulties that were furmountable,
from profecuting to a fuccefsful termination, what he had once deli-
berately undertaken. ’

But what appears to me more particularly to have enabled him to
employ his talents {o much to his own and the public advantage, was
the regular allotment of his time to particular occupations, and a fcru-
pulous adherence to the diftribution which he had fixed ; hence, all his
ftudies were purfued without interruption or confufion : nor can I here
omit remarking, what may probably have attracted your obfervation as
well as mine, the candour and complacency with which he gave his at-
tention to all perfons, of whatfoever quality, talents, or education; he
juftly concluded, that curious or important information, might be
gained even from the illiterate ; and wherever it was to be obtained,
he fought and feized it. '

Of the private and focial virtues of our lamented Prefident, our
hearts are the beft records; to you, who knew him, it cannot be ne-
ceffary for me to expatiate on the independance of his integrity, his
humanity, probity, or benevolence, which every living creature par-
ticipated ; on the affability of his converfation and manners, or his
modeft unaffuming deportment: nor need I remark, that he was

totally
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totally free from pedantry, as well as from arrogance and felf-fuffi-
ciency, which fometimes accompany and difgrace the greateft abilities ;
his prefence was the delight of every fociety, which his converfa-
“tion exhilarated and improved ; and the public have not only to lament
the lofs of his talents and abilities, but that of his example.

To him, as the founder of our Inftitution, and whilft he lived, its firmeft
fupport, our reverence is more particularly due; inftruted, animated,
and encouraged by him, genius was called forth into exertion, and
modeft merit was excited to diftinguifh itfelf. Anxious for the reputa-
tion of the Society, he was indefatigable in his own endeavours to
promote it, whilft he cheerfully affifted thofe of others. In lofing
him, we have not only been deprived of our brighteft ornament, but
of a guide and patron, on whofe inftruétions, judgment, and candour,
we could implicitly rely.

But it will, I truft, be long, very long, before the remembrance of
his virtues, his genius, and abilities, lofe that influence over the mem-
bers of this Society, which his living example had maintained ; and
if previous to his demife he had been afked, by what pofthumous
honours or attentions we could beft thow our refpeét for his me-
mory ? I may venture to affert he would have replied, ¢ By exerting
« yourfelves to fupport the credit of the Society ;” applying to it, per-
haps, the dying wifh of father Pavr, ¢ efto perpetua !”

In this with we muft all concur, and with it, I clofe. this addre/s
to you.






A
DISCOURSE

ON THE

INSTITUTION OF A SOCIETY,

FOR INQUIRING INTO THE

HISTORY, CIVIL anp NATURAL,
Tre ANTIQUITIES, ARTS, SCIENCES, anp LITERATURE,

OF

ASIA.

By THE PRES‘IDENT.

GENTLEMEN,

WHEN I was at fea laft Auguft, on my voyage to this country,
which I had long and ardently defired to vifit, I found one evening,
on infpeding the obfervations of the day, that India lay before us, and
Perfia on our left, whilft a breeze from Arabia blew ne;drly on our
flern. A fituation fo pleafing in itfelf, and to me fo new, ‘could not
fail to awaken a train of refle€tions in a mind, which had early been
accuftomed to contemplate with delight the eventful hiftories and
agrceable fi€tions of this eaftern world. It gave me inexpreffible pléa-
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fure to find myfelf in the midft of fo noble an amphitheatre, almoft
encircled by the vaft regions of 4fa, which has ever been, efteemed
the nurfe of fciences, the inventrefs of delightful and ufeful arts, the
{cene of glorious actions, fertile in the productions of human genius,
abounding in natural wonders, and infinitely diverﬁﬁed in the forms of
religibn and government, in the laws, manners, cuftoms, and lan-
guages, as well as in the features and .complexions,  of men. I could
not help remarking, how important and extenfive a field was yet un-
explored, and how many folid -advantages unimproved ; and when I
confidered, with pain, that, in this flutuating, imperfeét, and limited
condition of life, fuch inquiries and improvements could only be made
by the united efforts of many, who are not eafily brought, without
fome prefling inducement or ftrong impulfe, to converge in a common
point, I confoled myfelf with a hope, founded on opinions which it
might have the appearance’of flattery to mention, that, if in any
country or community, fuch an union could be effected, it was among
my countrymen in Bengal, with fome of whom I already had, and
with moft was defirous of having, the pleafure of being intimately
acquainted.

You have realized that hope, gentlemen, and even anticipated a
declaration of my withes, by your alacrity in laying the foundation of
a fociety for inquiring into the hiftory and antiquities, the natural
produétions, arts, fciences, and literature of 4fia. 1 may confidently
foretel, that an inflitution {o likely to afford entertainment, and con-
vey knowledge, to mankind, will advance to maturity by flow, yet
certain, degrees; as the Royal Society, which at firft was only a
meeting of a few literary friends at Ouxford, rofe gradually to that
fplendid zenith, at ‘which a Halley was their fecretary, and a Newton
their prefident.

Although
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Although it is my humble opihion, that, in order to enfure our fuc-
cefs and permanence, we muft keep a middle courfe between a languid
remiflnefs, and an over zealous altivity, and that the tree, which you
have aufpicioufly planted, will produce fairer blofloms, and more ex-
quifite fruit, if it be not at firft expofed to too great a glare of fun-
fhine, yet I take the liberty of fubmitting to your confideration a few
general ideas on the plan of our fociety; affuring you, that, whether
you reject or approve them, your correftion will give me both pleafure -
and inftruétion, as your flattering attentions have already conferred on
me the higheft honour. J

It is your defign, T conceive, to take an ample fpace for your learned
inveftigations, bounding them only by the geographical limits of Afia;
{o that, confidering Hinduflan as a centre, and turning your eyes in
idea to the North, you have on your right, many important kingdoms
in the Eaftern peninfula, the ancient and wonderful empire of China
with all her TZartarian dependencies, and that of Fapan, with the
clufter of precious iflands, in which many fingular curiofiti€s have too
long been concealed : before you lies that prodigious chain of moun-
tains, which formerly perhaps were a barrier againft the violence of
the fea, and beyond them' the very interefting country of T7bet, and
the vaft regions of Tartary, from which, as from the Zrgjan horfe of
the poets, have iffued fo many confummate warriors, whofe domain
has extended at leaft from the banks of the Ziffus to the mouths of the
Ganges : on your left are the beautiful and celebrated provinces of fran
or Perfia, the unmeafured, and perhaps unmeafurable deferts of Ara-
bia, and the once flourithing kingdom of Yemen, with the pleafant ifles
that the Arabs have fubdued or colonized ; and farther weftward, the
Afiatick dominions of the Zurkifh fultans, whofe moon feems approach;
ing rapidly to its wane.—By this great circumference, the field of your
ufeful refearches will be inclofed ; but, fince Egypz had unqueftionably

D 2 ' an
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an old connexion with this country, if not with China, fince the lan-
guage and literature of the Abyfinians bear a manifeft affinity to thofe
of Afia, fince the Arabian arms prevailed along the African coaft of
the Mediterranean, and even erefted a powerful dynafty on the conti-
nent of Europe, you may not be difpleafed occafionally to follow the
fireams of Afiatick learning a little beyond its natural boundary ; and,
if it be neceflary or convenient, that a thort name or epithet be given
to our fociety, in order to diftinguifh it in the world, that of Afatick
appears both claflical and proper, whether we confider the place or
the objeét of the inftitution, and preferable to Orsental, which is in
truth a word merely relative, and, though commonly ufed in Europe,

conveys no very diftinét idea.

If now it be atked, what are the intended objeéts of our inquiries
within thefe fpacious limits, we anfwer, MAN and NATURE;
whatever is performed by the one, or produced by the other. Human
knowledge has been elegantly analyfed according to the three great
faculties of the mind, memory, reafon, and smagination, which we con-
ftantly find employed in arranging and retaining, comparing and dif-
tinguithing, combining and diverfifying, the ideas, which we receive
through our fenfes, or acquire by refleétion ; hence the three main
branches of learning are biffory, feience, and art : the firft comprehends
either an account of natural productions, or the genuine records of
empires and ftates ; the fecond embraces the whole circle of pure and
mixed mathematicks, together with ethicks and law, as far as they
depend on the reafoning faculty; and the third includes all the beauties
of imagery and the charms of invention, difplayed in modulated lan-
guage, or reprefented by colour, figure, or found. -

‘Agreeably to this analyfis, you will inveftigate whatever is rare in
the ftupendous fabrick of nature, will corre& the geography of Afa

by
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by new obfervations and difcoveries; will trace the annals, and even
traditions, of thofe nations, who from time ‘to time have peopled or
defolated it ; and will bring to light their various forms of government,
with their inftitutions civil and religious ; you will examine their im-
provements and methods in arithmetick and geometry, in trigonometry,
menfuration, mechanicks, opticks, aftronomy, and general phyficks ;
their {yftems of morality, grémmar, rhetorick, and dialeétick ; their
{kill in chirurgery and medicine, and their advancement, whatever it
may be, in anatomy and chymiftry. To this you will add refearches
into their agriculture, manufactures, trade; and, whilft you inquire
with pleafure into their mufick, architeure, painting, and poetry,
will not neglet thofe inferiour arts, by which the comforts and even -
elegances of focial life are fupplied or improved. You may obferve,
that I have omitted their languages, the diverfity and difficulty of
which are a fad obftacle to the progrefs of ufeful knowledge ; but I
have ever confidered languages as the mere inftruments of real learn-
ing, and think them improperly confounded with learning itfelf: the
attainment of them is, however, indifpenfably neceffary ; and if to the
Perfian, Armenian, Turkifh, and Arabick, could be added not only the
Sanferit, the treafures of which we may now hope to fee unlocked, but
even the Chinefe, Tartarian, fapanefe, and the various infular dialels,
an immenfe mine would then be open, in which we might labour
with equal delight and advantage.

Having fubmitted to you thefe imperfect thoughts on the /Zimits and
objells of our future fociety, 1 requeft your permiffion to add a few
hints on the condué? of it in its prefent immature ftate.

Lucian begins one of his fatirical pieces againft hiftorians, with
declaring that the only true propofition in his work was, that it thould
contain nothing true ;- and perhaps it may be advifable at firft, in

' order
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“order to prevent any difference of fentiment on particular points not
immediately before us, to eftablith but one rule; namely, to have no
rules at all. This only I mean, that, in the infancy of any fociety,
there ought to be no confinement, no trouble, no expenfe, nounne-
ceflfary formality. Let us, if you pleafe, for the prefent, have weekly
evening meetings in this hall, for the purpofe of hearing original
papers read on fuch fubjeéts, as fall within the circle of our inquiries.
Let all curious and learned men be invited to fend their traéts to our
fecretary, for which they ought immediately to receive our thanks ;
and if, towards the end of each year, we fhould be fupplied with a
fufficiency of valuable materials to fill a volume, let us prefent our
Afiatick mifcellany to the literary world, who have derived fo much
pleafure and information from the agreeable work of Kampfer, than
which we can fcarce propofe a better model, that they will accept
with eagernefs any frefh entertainment of the fame kind. You will
not perhaps be difpofed to admit mere tranflations of confiderable
length, except of fuch unpublithed effays or treatifes as may be tranf-
mitted to us by native authors; but, whether you will enrol as mem-
bers any number of learned natives, you will hereafter decide, with
many other queftions as they happen to arife; and you will think, I
prefume, that all queftions thould be decided on a ballot, by a majority
of two thirds, and that nine members thould be requifite to conftitute
a board for fuch decifions. Thefe points, however, and all others I
fubmit entirely, gentlemen, to your determination, having neither with
nor pretenfion to claim any more than my fingle right of fuffrage.
One thing only, as effential to your dignity, I recommend with ear-
neftnefs, on no account to admit a new member, who has not exprefled
a voluntary defire to become fo; and in that cafe, you will not require,
I fuppofe, any other qualification than a love of knowledge, and a zeal
for the promotion of it.

Your
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Your inftitution, I am perfuaded, will ripen of itfelf, and your
meetings will be amply fupplied with interefting and amufing papers,
as foon as the objet of your inquiries fhall be generally known.
There are, it may not be delicate to name them, but there are many,
from whofe important ftudies I cannot but conceive high expe&ations ;
and, as far as mere labour will avail, I fincerely promife, that, if in
my allotted fphere of jurifprudence, or in any intelleftual excurfion,
that I may have leifure to make, I thould be fo fortunate as to colleét,
by accident, either fruits or flowers, which may feem valuable or
pleafing, I fhall offer my humble Nez» to your fociety with as much
refpetful zeal as to the greateft potentate on earth,






THE SECOND
ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE,
' DELIVERED 24 FEBRUARY, 1785,

BY

Tue PRESIDENT.

GENTLEMEN,

IF the Deity of the Hirndus, by whom all their juft requefts are be-
lieved to be granted with fingular indulgence, had propofed laft year
to gratify my warmeft wifhes, I could have defired nothing more ar-
dently than the fuccefs of your inftitution ; becaufe I can defire nothing
in preference to the general good, which your plan feems calculated
to promote, by bringing to light.many ufeful and interefting tralls,
which, being too fhort for feparate publication, might lie many years
concealed, or, perhaps, irrecoverably perith: my wifhes are accom-
plithed, without an invocation to CA'MADHE'NU ;. and your Society,
having already paffed its infant flate, is advancing to maturity with
every mark of a healthy and robuft conftitution. When I refle&, in-
deed, on the variety of fubjeéts, which have been difcufled before you,
concerning the hiftory, laws, manners, arts, and antiquities of 4/ia,
I am unable to decide whether my pleafure or my. furprife .be the

VOL. I. E greater;
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greater; for I will not diffemble, that your progrefs has far exceeded
my expeftations ; and, though we muft ferioufly deplore the lofs of
thofe excellent men, who have lately departed from this Capital, yet
there is a profpeét ftill of large contributions to your ftock of Afiatick
learning, which, I am perfuaded, will continually increafe. My late
journcy to Benares has enabled me -to aflure you, that many of your
members, who refide at a diftance, employ a part of their leifure in
preparing additions to your archives ; and, unlefs I am too fanguine,
you will foon receive light from them on feveral topicks entirely new

in the republick of letters. -

It was principally with a defign to open fources of fuch information,
that I long had meditated an expedition up the Ganges during the fuf-
penfion of my bufinefs ; but, although I had the fatisfaction of vifiting
two ancient feats of Hindu fuperftition and literature, yet, illnefs hav-
ing detained me a confiderable time in the way, it was not in my
power to continue in them long enough to purfue my inquiries; and I
left them, as ZENEAs is. feigned to have left the fhades, when his
guide made him recolle&t zbe fuwift flight of irrevocable time; with a
curiofity raifed to the height, and a regret not cafy to be defcribed.

Whoever travels in Afa, efpecially if he be converfant with the
literature of ‘the-countries through which he paffes, muft naturally re-
mark the fuperiority of European talents: the obfervation, ihdeed, is
at leaft as old as ALEXANDER ; and, though we cannot agree with the
fage preceptor of that ambitious Prince, that “the A4fiaticks are born to
be flaves,” yet the Athenian poet feems perfeétly in the right, when he
reprefents Europe as a fovereign Princefs, and Afia as ber Handmaid :
but, if the miftrefs be tranfcendently majeftick, it cannot be denied
that the attendant has many beauties, and fome advantages peculiar to

berfelf. The ancients were accuftomed to pronounce panegyricks on
’ their
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their own countrymen at the expenfe of all other nations, with a po-
litical view, perhaps, of ftimulating them by praife, and exciting them
to ftill greater exertions; but fuch arts are here unneceflary ; nor
would they, indeed, become a fociety, who feek nothing but truth
unadorned by rhetorick ; and, although we muft be confcious of our
fuperior advancement in all kinds of. ufeful knowledge, yet we ought
not therefore to contemn the people of 4fa, from whofe refearches
into nature, works of ‘art, and inventions of fancy, many valuable
hints may be derived for our own improvement and advantage. If
that, indeed, were not the principal obje& of your inftitution, little
elfe could arife from it but the mere gratification of curiofity ; and I
thould not receive fo much delight from the humble fhare, which you
have allowed me to take, in promoting it.

To form an exa& parallel between the works and actions of the
Weftern and Eaftern worlds, would require a tract of no inconfiderable
length; but we may decide on the whole, that reafon and tafte are
the grand prerogatives of Ewurepean minds, while the Afaticks have
foared to-loftier heights in the fphere of imagination. The civil hif-
tory of -their vaft empires, and of India in particular, muft be highly
interefting to our common country ; but we have a flill nearer intereft
in knowing all' former modes of ruling zbefe ineftimable provinces, on
the profperity of which fo much of our national welfare, and individual
benefit, feems to depend. A minute:gesgraphical knowledge, not only
of Bengal! and Babar, but, for evident reafons, of all the kingdoms bor-
dering on them, is clofely connefted with an ‘account of their many
revolutions : but the natural produions of thefe territories, efpecially
in the vegetable and mineral {yftems, are momentous objeéts of refearch
to an imperial, but, which is a charalter of equal 'dignity, a com-
mercial, people. '

E 2 1 If
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If Botany may be defcribed by metaphors'drawn from the fcience
itfelf, we may juftly pronounce a minute acquaintance with plants,
their: claffes, orders, kinds, and jfpecies, to be its flowers, which can
only produce frust by an application of that knowledge to the purpofes
of life, particularly to diez, by which difeafes may be avoided, and to
medicine, by which they may be remedied: for the improvement of
the laft mentioned art, than which none furely can be more beneficial
to mankind, the virtues of minerals alfo thould be accurately known.
So highly has medical fkill been prized by the ancient Indians, that
one of the fourteen Retna’s, or precious things, which their Gods are
believed to have produced by churning the ocean with the mountain
Mandara, was a learned phyfician. What their old books contain on
this fubje, we ought certainly to difcover, and that without lefs of
time ; left the venerable but abftrufe language, in which they are
compofed, fhould ceafe to be perfeétly intelligible, even to the beft
educated natives, through ‘a want of powerful invitation to ftudy it.
BerNIER, who was himfelf of the Faculty, mentions approved medical
books in Sanferit, and cites a few aphorifms, which appear judicious and
rational ; but we can expeét nothing fo. important from the works of
Hindu or Mufelman phyficians, as the knowledge, which experience muft
have given them, of fmple medicines. 1 have feen an JIndian prefcrip-
tion of jfifty-four, and another of fixty-fix, ingredients; but fuch-com-
pofitions are always to be fufpeéted, fince the effe@t of one ingredient
may' deftroy that of -another; and it were better to find certain ac-
counts of a fingle leaf or berry, than to be acquainted with the moft
claborate compounds, unlefs they too have been proved by a multitude
of fuccefsful experiments. The noble deobftruent oil, extraéted from
the Eranda nut, the whole family of Balfams, the incomparable fto-
machick root from Co/umbo, the fine aftringent ridiculoufly called
Fapan earth, but in truth produced by the decoftion of an Indian plant,
have long been ufed in Afia; and who can foretel what glorious dif-

coveries
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coveries of other oils, roots, and falutary juices, may be made by your
fociety ? ~If it be doubtful whether the Peruvian bark be always effi-
cacious in this country, its place may,: perhaps, be fupplied.by fome
indigenous vegetable equally antifeptick, and more ‘congenial to the
climate. Whether any treatifes on..4griculture have been written by
experienced natives of thefe provinces, I am not yet informed ; but
fince the court of Spain expeft to find ufeful remarks in an Arabick
tra&t preferved in the Eftarial, on the cuitivation of land in that kingdom,
we. fhould inquire for fimilar compofitions, and examine the contents
of fuch as we can procure.

The fublime. fcience of Chymiftry, which I was on the point of
calling divine, muft be added, as a key to the richeft treafuries of na-
ture; and it is impoffible to forefee how greatly it may improve our
manufaitures, efpecially if it can fix thofe brilliant dyes, which want
. nothing of perfect beauty but a longer continuance of their {fplendour ;
or how far it may lead to new methods of fuxing and compounding me-
tals, which the Indians, as well as the Chinefe, are thought to have
pradtifed in higher perfetion than ourfelves.

In thofe elegant arts, which are called fine and /iberal; though of lefs
general utility than the labours of the mechanick, it is really wonderful
how much a fingle nation has excelled the whole world : I mean the
ancient Greeks, whofe Sculpture, of which we have ‘exquifite remains
both on gems and in marblc,' no modern tool can equal ; whofe .4rchi-
teffure we can only imitate at a fervile diftance, but are ‘unéble to
make one addition to it, without deftroying its graceful fimplicity ;
whofe Poetry ftill delights us in youth; and amufes us at a-maturer
age ; and of whofe Painting and Mufick we have the concurrent rela-
tions of fo many grave authors, that it would be ftrange incredulity to
doubt their excellence. . Painting, as.an art belonging to the powers

' ' of
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of the imagination, or what is commonly called Genius, appears to be
yet in its infancy among the people of the Eaft: but the Hindu fyftem
of mufick has, 1 believe, been. formed on truer principles than our
own; and all the fkill of the native compofers is direCted to the
great obje&t of their art, the natural exprefion of. firong paffions, to
which melody, indeed, is often facrificed : though fome of their tunes
are pleafing even to an/ European car. Nearly the fame may be truly
afferted of the Arabian or Perfian {yftem; and, by a corre@® explana-
tion of the beft books on that fubje@, much of the old Grecion theory
may probably be recovered.

The poetical works' of the Arabs and Perfians, which differ fur-
prifingly in their ftyle and form, are here pretty generally known ;
and, “though- taftes, concerning which there can be no difputing, are
divided in regard to their merit, ‘yet we may fafely fay of them, ‘what
AsuLFazL pronounces. of ~the Mabdbbdrat, that, ¢ although they.
“abound with extravagant images and defcriptions, they are in the
‘¢ higheft degree entertaining and inftructive.” Poets of the greateft
genius, PiNpARr, AscHyrus, DANTE, PETRARCA, SHAKESPEAR,
SPENSER, have moft abounded in images not far from the brink of
abfirdity ; but, if their luxuriant fancies, or thofe of ABurora, Fir-
pAvsi, N1za’M1, were pruned away at the hazard of their ftrength
and majefty, we fhould’lofe many pleafures by the amputation. If
we may form a juft opinion 'of the Sanferit poetry from the fpecimens
already exhibited, (though we can only judge perfeétly by confulting 'the
originals), we cannot but thirft for the whole work of Vya’sa, with
which a member of our fociety, whofe prefence deters me from faying
more of him, will in due time gratify the publick. ' The poetry of
Mathura, which is' the Parnaffian land ‘of the Hindus, has a fofter and
lefs elevated ‘ftrain; but, fince the inhabitants of the diftriGts near
Agra, and principally of the Duab, are faid to furpafs all other Indians

in
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in eloquence, and to have compofed many agreeable tales and love-
fongs; which are ftill extant, the Bbd/bd, or vernacular idiom of Vraja,
in which they are written, fhould not be neglected. " No fpecimens of
genuine Oratory can be expeéted from nations, among whom the form
of government precludes even the idea of. popular. eloguence; but the
art of writing, in elegant-and moduldted periods, has been cultivated
in Afia from the earlieft ages: the Véda's, as well as the Aloran, are
written in meafured profe; and'the compofitions of IsocRATEs are
not more highly polithed than thofe of the beft Arabian and Perfian
authors. , '

Of: the Hindu and Mufelman architeture there are yet many noble
remains in Babar, and fome in the vicinity of Ma/da; nor am I un-
willing to believe, that even thofe ruins, of which you will, I truft, be
prefented with corret: delineations, may furnith our own architels
with new ideas of beauty and fublimity.

Permit me now to-add a few words on the Sciences, properly. fo
named; in which it muft be admitted, that the Afaticks, if com-
pared with our Weftern nations, are mere children. One of the moft
fagacious men in this age, who continues, I hope, to improve. and
adorn it; SAMUEL JoHNsoN, remarked in my hearing, that, ¢ if
¢ NewTon had flourifhed in. ancient Greece, he would have been
¢ worfhipped as a divinity : how zealoufly then would he be adored
in Hinduftan, if his incomparable writings could be read and compre-
hended by the Pandits of ‘Cafbmir or Benares ! 1 have {éen a mathema-
tical book in Sanferit of the higheft antiquity ; but foon perceived from
the diagrams, that it contained only fimple elements: there may, in-
deed, have been, in the favourable atmofphere of 4fia, fome diligent
obfervers of the celeftial bodies, and fuch obfervations, as are re-
corded, fhould indifputably be made. publick ; but let us not expeét

any
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any new methods, -or the analyfis of new curves, from the geometricians
of Iran, Turkiffan, or India. - Could the works of -ARCHIMEDES, the
NewToN of Siily, be reftored to their genuine purity by the help of
Arabick verfions, we might then have reafon to triumph on the fuccefs
of our fcientifical inquiries ; or could the fucceffive improvements and
various rules of Aigebra be traced through Arabian channels, to which
CarpaN boafted that he had-accefs, the modern Hiftory of Mathema-
ticks would receive confiderable illuftration.

The Jurifprudence of the Hindus and Mufelmans will produce more
immediate advantage; and, if fome ftandard /ew-trafls were accu-
rately tranflated from the Saenfcrit and Arabick, we might hope in time
to fee fo complete a Digeft of Indian Laws, that all difputes among
the . natives. might be decided without wncertainty, -which is in
truth ‘a: difgrace, though fatirically called 'a ghry, to the forenfick
{cience. ’ '

- All thefe objets of inquiry muft appear to you, Gentlemen, in fo
ftrong a light, that bare intimations of them will be fufficient ; nor is
it neceflary to make ufe of emulation as-an incentive to an ardent pur-
fuit of them : yet I cannot forbear exprefling a with, that the a'&ivity
of ‘the French in the fame purfuits may not be fuperior to ours, and
that the" refearches of M. SoNNErRAT, Wwhom the court of Ferfailles
employed for feven years in thefe climates, merely to colleét fuch ma-
terials as we are feeking, may kindle, inftead of abating, our: own
curiofity and zeal. If you affent, as I flatter myfelf you do, to
thefe ' opinions, you . will alfo concur in promoting the objeét of
them ; and a few ideas having prefented themfelves to my mind, I
prefume to lay them before you, with an entire {ubmiffion to your
judgement,
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No contributions, except thofe of the literary kind, will/be requifite
for the {fupport of the fociety ; but, if each of us were occafionally to
contribute a fuccinét defcription of fuch manufcripts as he had perufed
or infpected, with their dates and the names of their owners, and to
propofe for. folution fuch gueffions as had occurred to him concerning
Afiatick Art, Science,’ and Hiftory, natural or civil, we thould poflefs
without labour, and almoft by imperceptible degrees, a fuller'catalogue
of Oriental books, than has hitherto been exhibited, and our corre-
fpondents would be apprifed of thofe points, to which we chiefly direct
our inveftigations. Much may, I am confident, be expeéted from the
communications of /earned natives, whether lawyers, phyficians, or
private {cholars, who would eagerly, on the firft invitation, fend us
their Mekamat and Rifi#labs on a variety of fubjeéts ; fome for the fake
of advancing general knowledge, but moft of them from a defire,
neither uncommon nor unreafonable, of attracting notice, and recom-
mending themfelves to favour. With a view to avail ourfelves of this
difpofition, and to bring their latent fcience under our infpeétion, it
might be advifable to print and circulate a fhort memorial, in Perfian
and Hindi, fetting forth, in a ftyle accommodated to their own habits
and prejudices, the defign of our inftitution; nor would it be impofiible
hereafter, to give a medal annually, with infcriptions, in Perfian on
one fide, and on the reverfe in Sanfersz, as the prize of merit, to the
writer of the beft effay or differtation. To inftruét others is the pre-
fcribed duty of learned Brabmans, and, if they be men of fubftance,
without reward ; but they would all be flattered with an honorary
mark of diftinétion ; and the Mabomedans have not only the permiffion,
but the pofitive command, of their law-giver, fo fearch for learning
even in the remoteft parts of the globe. It were fuperfluous to fuggeft,
with how much correétnefs and facility their compofitions might be
tranflated for our ufe, fince their Janguages are now morc generally
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IN the former difcourfes, which I had the honour of addreffing to
you, Gentlemen, on the nflitution’ and objetts of our Society, I con-
fined myfelf purpofely to general topicks; giving in the firft a diftant
profpect of the vaft eareer, on which we were entering, and, in the
fecond, exhibiting a more diffufe, but ftill fuperficial, fketch of the
various difcoveries in Hiftory, Science, and Art, which we might juftly
expedt from our inquiries into the literature of 4fa. 1 now propofe
to fill up that outline fo comprehenfively as to omit nothing eflential,
yet fo concifely as to avoid being tedious; and, if the ftate of my
health fhall fuffer me to continue long enough in this climate, it is my
defign, with your permiffion, to prepare for our annual meetings a
feries of fhort differtations, unconneted in their titles and fubjeéls,
but all tending to a common point of no {mall importance in the pur-
fuit of interefting truths. )

F2 ' Of
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Of all the works, which have been publithed in our own age, or,
perhaps, in any other, on the Hiftory of the Ancient World, and #zbe
Jir? population of this habitable globe, that of Mr. Jacos BRyanT, whom
I name with reverence and affection, has the beft claim to the praife
of deep erudition ingenioufly applied, and ncw theories happily illuf-
trated by an affemblage of numberlefs converging rays from a moft ex-
tenfive circumference: it falls, neverthelefs, as every human work
muft fall, thort of perfettion; and the leaft fatisfaltory part of it
feems to be that, which relates to the derivation of words from Afatick
languages. Etymology has, no doubt, fome ufe in hiftorical re-
fearches; but it is a medium of proof {o very fallacious, that, where
it elucidates one faét, it obfcures a thoufand, and more frequently bor-
ders on the ridiculous, than leads to any folid conclufion : it rarely
carries with it any #nternal power of convition from a refemblance
of founds or fimilarity of letters ; yet often, where it is wholly un-
affifted by thofe advantages, it may be indifputably proved by extrin-
Sfick evidence. We know & pofferiors, that both ftz and Aéo, by the
nature of two feveral dialets, are derived from flius; that uncle comes
from avus, and flranger from extra; that jour is deducible, through
the Jtalian, from dies ; and roffignol from Jufcinia, or the finger in groves;
that fciuro, écureusl, and fguirrel are compounded of two Greek words
deferiptive of the animal ; which etymologies, though they could not
have been demonftrated & prior7, might ferve to confirm, if any
fuch confirmation were neceflary, the proofs of a connetion between
the members of one great Empire ; but, when we derive our banger, or
fhort pendent fword, from the Perfian, becaufe ignorant travellers thus
mis-fpell the word Zbanjar, which in truth means a different weapon,
or fandal-wood from the Greck, becaufe we fuppofe, that fandals were
fometimes made of it, we gain no ground in proving the affinity of
nations, and only weaken arguments, which might otherwife be
firmly fupported. That Cu’s then, or, as it certainly is written in

one
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one ancient diale@, Cu’T, and in others, probably, Ca’s, enters into
the compofition of many proper names, we may very reafonably be-
lieve; and that Algeziras takes its name from the Arabick word for
an #fland, cannot be doubted; but, when we are told from Europe,
that places and provinces in India were clearly denominated from
thofe words, we cannot but obferve, in the firft inftance, that the
town, in which we now are affembled, is properly written and pro-
nounced Calicdta ; that both Cdzé and Cilt unqueftionably mean places
of firength, or, in general, any smclofures; and that Gujarat is at leaf’c‘
as remote from Fezirab in found, as it is in fituation.

Another exception (and a third could hardly be difcovered by any
candid criticifm) to the Anmalyfis of Ancient Mythology, is, that the
method of reafoning and arrangement of topicks adopted in that learned
work are not quite agreeable to the title, but almoft wholly fntberical;
and, though fyntbefis may be the better mode in pure /fesence, where
the principles are undeniable, yet it feems lefs calculated to give com-
plete fatisfaétion in bifforical difquifitions, where every poftulatum will
perhaps be refufed, and every definition controverted : this may feem
a flight objetion, but the fubjeét is in itfelf {o interefting, and the full
eonvi€tion of all reafonable men fo defirable, that it may not be Ioft
labour to difcufs the fame or a fimilar theory in a method purely ana-
lytical, and, after beginning with fats of general notoriety or undif<
puted ‘evidence, to inveftigate fuch truths,. as are at firft unknown or
very imperfectly difcerned.

The jfwve principal nations, who have in different agesv_-divided
among themfelves, as a kind of inheritance, the vaft eontinient of 4fe,
with the many iflands depending on it, are the fudians, the Chinzfe,
the Tartars, the Arabs, and the Perfians: who they feverally were,
whence, and when they came, where they now are fettled, and what

advantage
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advantage -a more perfett: knowledge of them all may bring to our
European world, will be thown, . 1. truft, in five diftinét eflays; the laft
of which will demonftrate the connexion or ‘diverfity between them,
and folve the great problem, whether they had any common origin,
and *whether that origin was zbe Jame, which we generally afcribe
to them. iz pi

I begin with Jndia, not becaufe I find reafon to believe it the true
centre of population or of knowledge, but, becaufe it is the country,
which we now inhabit, and from which we may beft {urvey ‘the re-
gions around us; as, in popular language, we fpeak of the ri/ing fun,
and of his progrefs -through the Zodiack, although it had long ago been
imagined, .and is now demonftrated, that he is himfelf the centre of
our planetary fyftem. Let.me here premife, that, in all thefe inquiries
concerning the ‘hiftory of Indiz, 1 fhall confine my refearches down-
wards to the Mobammedan conquefts at the beginning of the eleventh
century, but extend them wupwards, as high as poffible, to the
earlieft authentick records of the human fpecies.

India then, on its moft enlarged fcale, in which the ancients appear
to have underftood it, comprifes an area of near jforsy degrees on each
ﬁdc, including a {pace almoft as large as all Exrgpe; being divided on
the weft from Perfia by the Arachofian mountains, limited on the eaft by
the Chinefe part of the farther peninfula, confined on the north by the
wilds of Tartary, and extending to the fouth as far as the ifles of Fava.
This trapezium, therefore, compréhends the ftupendous hills of Pozyid
or Tibet, the beautiful valley of Cafbmir, and all the domains of the
old Tndofeythians, the countries of Népdl and Butdnt, Cdmritp or Afam,
together with Siam, Ava, Racan, and the bordering kingdoms, as far
as the China of the Hindus or Sin of the Arabian Geographers; not to
mention the whole weftern peninfula with the celebrated ifland of

Sinbala,
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Sinbala, or Lion-like men, at its fouthern extremity. By Indiz, in
thort, I mean that whole extent of country, in which the primitive
religion and languages of the Hindus prevail at this day with more
or lefs of their ancient purity, and in which the Ndgari letters are
ftill ufed with more or lefs deviation from- their original form.

The Hindus themfelves believe their own country, to which they
give the vain epithets of Medhyama or Central, and Punyabbimi, or the
Land of Virtues, to have been the portion of BHARAT, one of nine
brothers, whofe father had the dominion of the whole earth ; and they
reprefent the mountains of Himdlaya as lying to the north, and, to the
weft, thofe of Vindbya, called allo Vindian by the Greeks; beyond
which the Sindbu runs in feveral branches to the fea, and meets it
nearly oppofite to the point of Dwdraca, the celebrated feat of their
Shepherd God : in the fouth-eaft they place the great river Saravatya;
by which they probably mean that of Ava, called alfo Airdvati in
part of its courfe, and giving perhaps its'ancient namé to the gulf of
Sabara. This domain of Bbarat they confider as the' middle of the
Fambudwipa, which the Tibetians alfo call the Land of Zambu; and
the appellation is extremely remarkable; for Fambu is the Sanferi
name of a delicate fruit called Fdman by the Mufelmans, and by us
rofe-apple ; but the largeft and richeft fort is named Amrita, or Im-
mortal; and the Mythologifts of Tibes apply the fame word to a ce-
leftial tree bearing embrofial fruit, and adjoining to four vaft rocks,,
from which as many facred rivers derive their feveral ftreams.

The inhabitants of this. extenfive traét are defcribed by Mr. Lorp:
with great exaftnefs, and with a pi€turefque eélegance peculiar to our
ancient language: < A people; fays he, prefented: themfelves to mine .
¢ eyes, clothed in linen garments fomewhat low defcending, of a
“ gefture and garb, as I may fay, maidenly and well nigh effeminate,

? ’ [14 of



24 THE THIRD DISCOURSE,

¢ of a countenance thy and. fomewhat eftranged, yet {miling out a
« glozed and bafhful familiarity.” = Mr. OrME, the Hiftorian of India,
who unites an exquifite tafte for every fine art with an accurate know-
ledge of Afiatick manners, obferves, in his elegant preliminary Differ-
tation, that this ¢ country has been inhabited from the earlieft an-
“ tiquity by a people, who have no refemblance, either in their figure
¢ or manners, with any of the nations contiguous to them,” and that,
¢ "although conquerors have eftablithed themfelves at different times
¢ i different parts of India, yet the original inhabitants have loft very
¢ little of their original charaéter.” The ancients, in faét, give a de-
fcription of them; which our early travellers confirmed, and our own
perfonal kriowledge of them nearly verifies ; as you will perceive from
a paffage in the Geographical Poem of DioNvstus, which the Analyft
of Ancient Mythology has tranflated with great {pirit :

-

-

« To th’ eaft a lovely country wide extends,
¢ INpIA, whofe borders the wide ocean bounds ;
¢ On this the fun, new rifing from the main,
¢ Smiles pleas’d, and fheds his early orient beam.
¢ Th’ inhabitants are {wart, and in their locks
¢ Betray the tints of the dark hyacinth. :
“ Various their funtions ; fome the rock explore,
¢ And from the mine extraét the latent gold ;
‘ Some labour at the woof with cunning ikill,
“ And manufature linen ; others thape
“ And polifh iv’ry with the niceft care:
 Many retire to rivers thoal, and plunge
* To feck the beryl flaming in its bed,
* Or glitt’ring diamond.  Oft the jafper’s found
‘“ Green, but diaphanous; the topaz tao
“ Of ray ferene and pleafing ; laft of all
* The
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¢« The lovely amethyft, in which combine

¢ All'the mild fhades of purple. * The rich foil,
« Wath’d by a thoufand rivers, from all fides’
“ Pours on the natives wealth without control.”

Their fources of wealth are ftill abundant even after fo many revolu-
tions and conquefts; in their manufactures of cotton they ftill furpafs all
the world; and their features have, moft probably, remained unaltered
fince the time of DioNyYs1us; nor can we reafonably doubt, how dege-
nerate and abafed fo ever the Hindus may now appear, that in fome early
age they were fplendid in arts and arms, happy in government, wife in
legiflation, and eminent in various knowledge : but, fince their civil
hiftory beyond the middle of the nineteenth century from the prefent
time, is involved in a cloud of fables, we feem to- poflefs only four
general media of fatisfying our curiofity concerning it; namely, firft,
their Languages and Letters; fecondly, their Philofophy and Religion ;
thirdly, the aftual remains of their old Sculpture and Architecture ;
and fourthly, the written memorials of their Sciences and Arts.

1. It is much to be lamented, that neither the Greeks, who attended
ALEXANDER into Indie, nor thofe who were long connefted with
it under the Baé#rian Princes, have left us any means of knowing with
accuracy, what .vernacular languages they found on. their arrival in
this Empire. The Mobammedans, we know, heard the people of proper
Hinduftan, or India on a limited fcale, fpeaking a Bbdfbd, or living
tongue of a very fingular conftruétion, the pureft diale¢t of which
was current in the diftri€ts round Agra, and chiefly on the poctical
ground of Mat’bura ; and this is commonly called the idiom of Vraja.
Five words in fix, perhaps, of this language were derived from the
Sanferit, in which books of religion and fcience were compofed,
and which appears to have been formed by an exquifite grammatical
" VOL. I. ! G | arrangement,
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arrangement, as the name itfelf implies, from fome unpolithed idiom ;
but the bafis of the Hinduflani, particularly the inflexions and regimen
of verbs, differed-as widely from both thofe tongues, as Arabick differs
from Perfian, or German from Greek. Now the general effect of con-
queft is to leave the current language of the conquered people un-
changed, or very little altered, in its ground-work, but to blend with
it a confiderable number of exotick names both for things and for
a&ions ; as it has happened in every country, that I can recolle&,
where the conquerors have not preferved their own tongue unmixed
with that of the natives, like the Turks in Greece, and the Saxons in
Britain ; and this analogy might induce us to believe, that the pure
Hind:, whether of Tartarian or Chaldean origin, was primeval in Upper
Indsa, into which the Sanfcrit was introduced by conquerors from other
kingdoms in fome very remote age; for we cannot doubt that the
language of the 7%4da’s was ufed in the great extent of country, which
has before been delineated, as long as the religion of Brabma has
prevailed in it.

The Sanfcrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a wonderful
firucture; more perfe@t than the Greek, more copious than the Latin,
and more exquifitely refined than either, yet bearing to both of them a
ftronger affinity, both in the roots of verbs and in the forms of grammar,
than could poffibly have been produced by accident; fo ftrong indeed,
that no philologer could examine them all three, without believing
them to have fprung from fome common fource, which, perhaps, no
longer exifts: there is a fimilar reafon, though not quite fo forcible,
for fuppofing that both the Gothick and the Celtick, though blended
with a very different idiom, had the fame origin with the Sanfirit;
and the old Perfian might be added to the fame family, if this were
the place for difcuffing any queftion concerning the antiquities of
Perfia. '

The
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The charaters, in which the languages of Indiz were originally
written, are called Ndgari, from Nagara, a City, with the word Déva
fometimes prefixed, becaufe they are believed to have been taught by
the Divinity himfelf, who prefcribed the artificial order of them in a
voice from heaven. Thefe letters,” with no greater variation in their
form by the change of ftraight lines to curves, or converfely, than the
Cufick alphabet has received in its way to India, are ftill adopted in
more than twenty kingdoms and ftates, from the borders of Cafbgar
and Kbhoten, to Rama’s bridge, and from the Sindbu to the river of Siam ;
nor can I help believing, although the polithed and elegant Dévandgari
may not be fo ancient as the monumental characters in the caverns of
Yarafandba, that the {quare Chaldaick letters, in which moft Hebrew
books are copied, were originally the fame, or derived from the fame
prototype, both with the Indian and Arabian charaGers: that the Phe-
nician, from which the Greek and Roman alphabets were formed by
various changes and inverfions, had a fimilar origin, there can be little
doubt ; and the infcriptions at Candrab, of which you now poflefs a moft
accurate copy, feem to be compounded of Ndgari and Ethiopick letters,
which bear a clofe relation to each other, both in the mode of writing
from the left hand, and in the fingular manner of conne&ing the
vowels with the confonants. Thefe remarks may favour an opinion
entertained by many, that all the fymbols of found, which at firft,
probably, were only rude outlines of the different organs of fpeech, had
a common origin: the fymbols of ideas, now ufed in China and Fapan,
and formerly, perhaps, in Egypr and Mexico, are quite of a diftin&t
nature; but it is very remarkable, that the order of founds in the
Chingfe grammars correfponds nearly with that obferved in 770ef, and
hardly differs from that, which the Hixdus confider as the invention of
their Gods.

G 2 | } II. Of
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" II. Of the Indian Religion and Philofophy, I fhall here fay but little ;
becaufe a full account of each would require a feparate volume : it will
be fufficient in this differtation to.afflume, what might be proved beyond
controverfy, that'we now live among the adorers of thofe very deities,
who were worfhipped under differerit names in old Greece and fzaly, and
among the profeflors of thofe philofophical tenets, which the Ionick and
Astick writers illuftrated with all the beauties of their melodious
language. On one hand we fee the trident of NEPTUNE, the eagle
of JuriTER, the fatyrs of Baccuus, the bow of Curip, and the
chariot of the Su# ; on another we hear the cymbals of RuEa, the fongs
of the Mufes, and the paftoral tales of Arorro Nomivus. In more
fetired fcenes, in groves, and in feminaries of learning, we may per-
ceive the Briébmans and the Sarmanes, mentioned by CLEMENS, dif-
puting in the forms of /gick, or difcourfing on the vanity of human
enjoyments, on the immortality of the foul, her emanation from the
eternal hlind, her” debafement, wanderings, and final union with her
fource. ‘'The fix philofophical fchools, whofe principles are explained
in the Derfana Sdfira, comprife all the metaphyficks of the old Aca-
demy, the Stoa, the Lyceum ; nor is it poflible to read the Véddnta, or
the many fine compofitions in illuftration of it, without believing, that
PyTHAGOorRAs and PraTo derived their fublime theories from the
fame fountain with the fages of Indiz. 'The Scythian and Hyperborean
doctrines and mythology may alfo be traced in every part of thefe eaftern
regions ; nor can we doubt, that Wop or OpEeN, whofe religion, as
the northern hiftorians admit, was introduced into Scandinavia by a
foreign race, was the fame with Buppn, whofe rites were probably
imported into India nearly at the fame time, though received much
later by the Chinefe, who foften his name into FO’.

This may be a proper place to afcertain an important point in the

Chronology of the Hindus; for the priefts of Bupona left in Tibet
and
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and China the precife epoch of his appearance, real or imagined, in
this Empire ; and their information, which had been preferved in
writing, was compared by the Chriftian Miffionaries and {cholars with
our own era. CouprLET, DE GuicNEs, GiorGI1, and BarrLy, differ
a little in their accounts of this epoch, but that of Coupler feems the
moft corre&t: on taking, however, the medium of the four feveral
dates, we may fix the time of Buppua, or the nnth great incarnation
of Visunvu, in the year one thoufand and fourteen before the birth of
CHRIST, or two thoufand feven bundred and ninety-nine years ago. Now
the Cd/bmirians, who boaft of his defcent in their kingdom, affert that
he appeared on earth about zwo centuries after CRisuNA the Indian
Arorro, who took fo decided a part in the war of the Mababbdrat';
and, if an Etymologift were to fuppofe, that the Athenians had em-
bellifhed their poetical hiftory of PANDIoN’s expulfion and the reftor-
ation of Acrus with the Afiatick tale of the Pa’Npus and Yup-
HISHTIR, neither of which words they could have articulated, I
thould not haftily deride his conjeGure : certain it is, that Péndumandel
is called by the Greeks the country of PANp1ON. We have, there-
fore, determined another interefting epoch, by fixing the age of
CRrisHNA near the three thoufandth year from the prefent time ; and,
as the three firlt Avatars, or defcents of Visunvu, relate no lefs clearly
to an Univerfal Deluge, in which eight perfons only were faved, than
the fourth and fifth do to the punifbment of impiety and the bumiliation of
the proud, we may for the prefent affume, that the fecond, or filver,
age of the Hindus was fubfequent to the difperfion from Babe/; fo
that we have only a dark interval of about a thoufand years, which
were employed in the fettlement of nations, the foundation of ftates or
empires, and the cultivation of civil fociety. The great incarnate
Gods of this intermediate age are both named Ra’ma but with dif-
ferent epithets ; one of whom bears a wonderful refemblance. to the
Indian Baccnus, and his wars are the fubje& of feveral heroick poems.

He
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He is reprefented as a defcendent from Su'rRy A, or.the Suw, as the
hufband of S1’Ta’, and the fon of a princefs named CAv'sELY A”:
it is very remarkable, that the Peruvians, whofe Incas boafted of the
fame defcent, ftyled their greateft feftival Ramafitoa ; whence we may
fuppofe, that South America was peopled by the fame race, who im-
ported into the fartheft parts of Afia the rites and fabulous hiftory of
Ra'ma. Thefe rites and this hiftory are extremely curious; and,
although I cannot believe with NEwToN, than ancient mythology
was nothing but hiftorical truth in a poetical drefs, nor, with BAcon,
that it confifted folely of moral and metaphyfical allegories, nor with
BrRYANT, that all the heathen divinities are only different attributes
and reprefentations of the Sun or of deceafed progenitors, but conceive
that the whole fyftem of religious fables rofe, like the Nilk, from fe-
veral diftin fources, yet I cannot but agree, that one great fpring
and fountain of all idolatry in the four quarters of the globe was the
veneration paid by men to the vaft body of fire, which ¢ looks from
his fole dominion like the God of this world ;”’ and another, the im-
moderate refpe& fhown to the memory of powerful or virtuous an-
ceftors, efpecially the founders of kingdoms, legiflators, and warriors,
of whom the Sun or the Moon were wildly fuppofed to be the parents.

HI. The remains of architetfure and frulpture in India, which I
mention here as mere monuments of antiquit;, not as fpecimens of
ancient art, feem to prove an early connefion between this country
and Africa : the pyramids of Egypz, the coloffal ftatues defcribed by
Pausanias and others, the fphinx, and the HerMmEs Canss, which
laft bears a great refemblance to the Vardbdvatdr, or the incarnation
of Visunu in the form of a Boar, indicate the ftyle and mythology of
the fame indefatigable workmen, who formed the vaft excavations of
Candrab, the various temples and images of Buppua; and the idols,
which are continually dug up at Gayé, or in its vicinity. The letters

on
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on many of thofe monuments appear, as I have before intimated, partly
of Indian, and partly of Abyfinian or Ethiopick, origin; and all thefe
indubitable facts may induce no ill-grounded opinion, that Ethipia
and Hinduftan were peopled or colonized by the fame extraordinary
race ; in confirmation of which, it may be added, that the moun-
taineers of Bengal and Babar can hardly be diftinguithed in fome of
their features, particularly their lips and nofes, from the modern 45y/~
Jfinians, whom the Arabs call the children of Cu’su: and the ancient.
Hindus, according to STrAaBo, differed in nothing from the Africans,
but in the ftraitnefs and fmoothnefs of their hair, while that of the
others was crifp or woolly ; a difference proceeding chiefly, if not en-
tirely, from the refpective humidity or drynefs of their atmofpheres:
hence the people who recerved the firft light of the rifing fun, according
to the limited knowledge of the ancients, are faid by ApuLEIUS to be
the Ari: and Ethiwpians, by which he clearly meant certain nations of
India ; where we frequently fee figures of BuppHa with curled bair
apparently defigned for a reprefentation of it in its natural ftate.

IV. It is unfortunate, that the Silpi Sdfira, or colleition of treatifes on
Arts and Manufaitures, which muft have contained a treafure of ufe-
ful information on dying, painting, and metallurgy, has been fo long
negle¢ted, that few, if any, traces of it are to be found; but the
labours of the Indian loom and needle have been univerfally celebrated;
and fine /inen is not improbably fuppofed to have been called Sindon,
from the name of the river near which it was wrought in the higheft
perfection : the people of Colchis were alfo famed for this manufacture,
and the Egyptians yet more, as we learn from feveral paflfages in
feripture, and particularly from a beautiful chapter in EzZEKIAL con-
taining the moft authentick delineation of ancient commerce, of which
Tyre had been the principal mart. Silk was fabricated immemorially
by the Indians, though commonly afcribed to the people of Serica or

: Tancut,
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Tuncut, among whom probably the word Sér, which the Greeks ap-
plied to the flk-worm, fignified gold; a fenfe, which it now bears in
Tibet. 'That the Hindus were in early ages a commercial people, we
have many reafons to believe ; and in the firft of their facred law-tracts,
which they fuppofe to have been revealed by MeNv many millions of
years ago, we find a curious paffage on the legal mtereff of money,
and the limited rate of it in different cafes, with an exception in regard
to adventures at fea ; an exception, which the fenfe of mankind ap-
proves, and which commerce abfolutely requires, though it was not
before the reign of CHARLEs I. that our own jurifprudence fully ad-
mitted it in refpe€t of maritime contradls.

We are told by the Grecian writers, that the Indians were the wifeft
of nations; and in moral wifdom, they were certainly eminent: their
Nrtti Sdfira, or Syflem of Ethicks, is yet preferved, and the Fables of
VISHNUSERMAN, whom we ridiculoufly call Pi/pay, are the moft beau-
tiful, if. not the moft ancient, colletion of apologues in the world :
they were firft tranflated from the Sanfcrit, in the fixth century, by the
order of BUZERCHUMIHR, or Bright as the Sun, the chief phyfician
and afterwards Pez#r of the great ANU’sHIREVA'N, and are extant under
various names in more than twenty languages; but their original
title is Hitdpadéfa, or Amicable Infiruétion ; and, as the very exiftence
of Esop, whom the 4rabs believe to have been an Abyffinian, appears
rather doubtful, I am not difinclined to fuppofe, that the firft mora/
Jables, which appeared in Europe, were of Indian or Ethiopian origin.

The Hindus are faid to have boafted of #hree inventions, all of which,
indeed, are admirable, the method of inftructing by apologues, the
decimal feale adopted now by all civilized nations, and the game of
Chefs, on which they have fome curious treatifes; but, if their numer-

ous works on Grammar, Logick, Rhetorick, Mufick, all which are
extant
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extant and acceffible, were explained in fome language generally known,
it would be found, that they had yet higher pretenfions to the praife
of a fertile and inventive genius. Their lighter Poems are lively and
elegant ; their Epick, niagniﬁcent and fublime in the higheft degree;
their Purdna’s comprife a feries of mythological Hiftories in blank
verfe from the Creation to the fuppofed incarnation of BuppuA; and
their V¥das, as far as we can judge from that compendium of them,
which is called Upanifbat, abound with noble {peculations in metaphy-
ficks, and fine difcourfes on the being and attributes of Gop. Their
moft ancient medical book, entitled Chereca, is believed to be the
work of Siva ; for each of the divinities in their 77744 has at leaft one
Jacred compofition afcribed to him; but, as to mere human works on
Hiflory and Geography, though they are faid to be extant in Cafbmir,
it has not been yet in my power to procure them. What their affro-
nomical and mathematical writings contain, will net, I truft, remain
long a fecret: they are eafily procured, and their importance cannot
be doubted. The Philofopher, whofe works are faid to include a
fyftem of the univerfe founded on the principle of Attraction and the
Central pofition of the fun, is named YAvan AcuAa’RyA, becaufe he
had travelled, we are told, into Jonia: if this be true, he might have
been one of thofe, who converfed with PyTuAGoraAs; this at leaft is
undeniable, that a book on aftronomy in Sanfcri¢t bears the title -of
Yavana fatica, which may fignify the Jonic Seé? ; nor is it improbable,
that the names of the planets and Zodiacal ftars, which the Arabs
borrowed from the Greeks, but which we find in the oldeft Indsan re-
cords, were originally devifed by the fame ingenious and enterprizing
race, from whom both Greece and India were peoplcd the race, who,
as Dionys1us defcribes them, ‘

¢ firft aflayed the deep,
¢ And wafted merchandize to coafts unknown,
VOL. I. H ' ¢ Thofe,
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¢ Thofe, who digefted firft the ftarry choir,
¢ Their motions mark’d, and call’d them by their names.’

Of thefe curfory obfervations on the Hindus, which it would re-
quire volumes to expand and illuftrate, this is the refult: that they
“had an immemorial affinity with the old Perflans, Etbiopians, and
Egyptians, the Pbhenicians, Greeks, and Tufcans, the Scythians or Goths,
and Celts, the Chinefe, Fapanefe, and Peruvians; whence, as no reafon
appears for believing, that they were a colony from any one of thofe
nations, or any of thofe nations from them, we may fairly conclude
that they all proceeded from fome central country, to inveftigate which
will be the object of my future Difcourfes ; and I have a fanguine hope,
that your colleGtions during the prefent year will bring to light many
ufeful difcoveries; although the departure for Europe of a very in-
genious member, who firft opened the ineftimable mine of Saufcrit
literature, will often deprive us of accurate and folid information con-
cerning the languages and antiquities of India,

THE
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ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE,

DELIVERED 15 FEBRUARY, 1787.
BY

Tue PRESIDENT.

GENTLEMEN,

I HAD the honour laft year of opening to you my intention, to dif-
courfe at our annual meetings on the five principal nations, who have
peopled the continent and iflands of Afiz; fo as to trace, by an hifto-
rical and philological analyfis, the number of ancient ftems, from
which thofe five branches have feverally fprung, and the central region,
from which they appear to have proceeded : you may, therefore, expe,
that, having fubmitted to your confideration a few general remarks on
the old inhabitants of Indis, I fhould now offer my fentiments on fome
other nation, who, from a fimilacity of Jenguage, religion, arts, and
manners, may be fuppofed to have had an early conne&ion with the
Hindus ; but, fince we find fome Afiatick nations totally diffimilar to
them in all or moft of thofe particulars, and fince the difference will
ftrike you more forcibly by an immediate and clofe comparifon, I defign
at prefent to give a fhort account of a wonderful people, who feem in

H 2 every
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every refpec fo ftrongly contrafted to the original natives of this coun-
try, that they muft have been for ages a diftin¢t and feparate race.

For the purpofe of thefe difcourfes, I confidered India on its largeft
fcale, defcribing it as lying between Perfia and China, Tartary and
Fava; and, for the fame purpofe, I now apply the name of Arabia,
as the Arabian Geographers often apply it, to that extenfive Peninfula,
which the Red Sea divides from Africa, the great Affyrian river from
Iran, and of which the Erythrean Sea wathes the bafe; without ex-.
cluding any part of its weftern ﬁde; which would be completely mari-
time, if no ifthmus intervened between the Mediterranean, and the Sea
of Kolzom: that country in fhort I call Arabia, in which the Arabick
language and letters, or fuch as have a near affinity to them, have been
immemorially current.

Arabia, thus divided from India by a vaft ocean, or at leaft by a
broad bay, could hardly have been connected in any degree with this
country, until navigation and commerce had been confiderably im-
proved : yet, as the Hindus and the people of Yemen were both com-
mercial nations in a very early age, they were probably the firft inftru-
ments of conveying to the weftern world the gold, ivory, and perfumes
of India, as well as the fragrant wood, called #/uwwa in Arabick and
aguru in Sanfertt, which grows in the greateft perfeftion in Anam or
Cochinchina. It is poflible too, that a part of the Arabian Idolatry
might have been derived from the fame fource with that of the Hindus ;
but fuch an intercourfe may be confidered as partial and accidental
only ; nor am I more convinced, than I was fifteen years ago, when
I took the liberty to animadvert on a paffage in the Hiftory of Prince
KANTEMIR, that the Turks have any juft reafon for holding the

coaft of Yemen to be a part of India, and calling its inhabitants Ye/ow
Indians.

The
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The Arabs have never been entirely fubdued ; nor has any impreffion
been made on thém, except on their borders; where, indeed, the
Phenicians, Perfians, Ethiopians, Egyptians, and, in modern times, the
Otbman Tartars, have feverally acquired fettlements ; but, with thefe
exceptions, the natives of Hejdz and Yemen have preferved for ages thé
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