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ON THE STREET

From Catholic kitsch to rings made from computer keys,
Neapolitan shopping is funky and offbeat.

Forget multinational malls and homogenised high Streets. In Naples, retail therapy
is as idiosyncratic as the city itself. Chain stores do exist but they play second fiddle to
specialised shops owned by enterprising locals: from vintage delis crammed with local
produce to artists’ lounge rooms stocked with unorthodox sculpture.

Neapolitans are seasoned shoppers, and Saturday morning is their favourite time to
shop. Even busier than Saturday mornings (but worth the bumps and bruises) are the
sales, which take place from January to mid-March and from early July to early September.
Stock is reduced at these times by up to 75% and smaller shops generally offer the best
buys to shoppers.

Different neighbourhoods offer very different shopping experiences. For the hot and
the haute, head to Chiaia where Via Calabritto, Via dei Mille and Via G Filangieri read
like a Vogue directory. This is the place for Armani, Zegna and legendary local tailors like
Finamore and Borrelli (see p143). Chiaia is also great for sleek homewares and cutting-
edge jewellery. Just off Piazza dei Martiri, Via Domenico Morelli is the place for antiques,
while Via Chiaia heaves with midprice fashion chains.

At its eastern end Via Chiaia spills onto Via Toledo, the city’s buzzing high street. A
prime spot to people-watch, this is where you’ll find everything from upmarket department
stores to chintzy bomboniere (christening mementos) shops.

Catch the funicular to Vomero for preppy purchases, or better still go east for trad, kooky
and kitsch in the gritty centro storico (historic centre). Here, specialty streets include Via
Port’Alba for secondhand bookshops, Via
San Sebastiano for musical instruments and
Via San Gregorio Armeno for beautifully
crafted presepi (nativity scenes).

South of the centro storico you'll find
frenetic Corso Umberto I, where cashed-
up teens come for cool, cheap threads
and funky trainers. Further south around
Piazzetta Orefici (Goldsmiths’ Sq), the
Borgo degli Orefici (Goldsmiths’ Quarter)
is the city’s traditional home of bling.

But for the ultimate Neapolitan shop-
ping fix, hit the legendary markets. Home
to one of the world’s biggest counterfeit
scenes, Naples will provide you with
anything from bootleg CDs and kinky
knickers to convincing Gucci fakes - all at
dirt-cheap prices. Don’t forget to haggle,
and watch your wallet — pickpockets love
to shop here too.

Shops are usually open from 9.30am to
1.30pm and 4.30pm to 8pm (in winter) or
4pm to 8.30pm (in summer) Monday to
Saturday, closing on Monday mornings in
winter and Saturday afternoons in summer.
Small boutiques or speciality shops might
not open until 10am, and afternoon hours

CLOTHING SIZES

might be shorter. Department stores and
larger chains are open from 9.30am to
8.30pm. Many shops throughout the city are
closed in August. Where opening hours are
listed in the reviews below, it indicates that
they vary from standard opening times.

A value-added tax of 20%, known as
Imposta de Valore Aggiunto (IVA), is
slapped onto just about everything. If you
are anon-EU resident and spend more than
€180 in a single shop at once, you can claim
a refund when you leave the country. See
p251 for more information. Postpurchase,
make sure you're given a receipt. By law,
the guardia de finanza (finance police) can
make a spot check outside the shop, and if
you don’t have a receipt you may be fined.

CENTRO STORICO & MERCATO

BERISIO MAP PP280-1 BOOKS
(@) 081 549 90 90; Via Port "Alba 28-29; M) Dante

Set on a street of secondhand bookshops, this
stalwart boasts floor-to-ceiling preloved titles.
Pick up a Caravaggio catalogue, flick through a
Neapolitan design book or adopt a dog-eared
play script. Most titles are in Italian. There are
also some cool puzzles for the kids.

BLUE CHIARA LUCE

MAP PP280-1 ARTISAN CRAFT
(308129 94 57; Via Tribunali 340; M Dante

Need a frock for your pastori (nativity-scene
figurines)? Lucia Azzurro sews up baroque
costumes in silks and linens for crib-scene
characters and religious statuettes, leaving

THE BEST OF NEAPOLITAN KITSCH

your three wise men perfectly
preened for any miraculous
occasion.

CARPISA MAP PP280-1 BAGS & LUGGAGE
@) 081563 57 77; Corso Umberto 1 342; (=) R2 Corso
Umberto |

Steal the scene with a suitcase from Carpisa.
Cool, fun and cheap, colours range from
eye-squinting yellow to Day-Glo green. Mix
and match with tropical-print totes, or sling
something over your shoulder for as little
as€10.

CHARCUTERIE MAP PP280-1 FOOD
@) 08155169 81; Via Benedetto Croce 43; (M) pante
Even the doors heave with gourmet grub
at this jam-packed little deli. Fill your bags
with pasta, macaroons, grappa (Italian pom-
ace brandy), lemon-flavoured olive oil and
chocolate-coated figs.

CRYPTON

MAP PP280-1 MENSWEAR
Corso Umberto 1 105; (=) R2 Corso Umberto |
Perma-tanned girlfriends dress up their studs
at Crypton. Two floors burst with sexy street-
wear, from pec-flaunting T-shirts and cool
skater jeans to a modest selection of trainers.
Brands include Lee, Tiger, Asics and Lonsdale.

GAY-ODIN MAP PP280-1 CHOCOLATES
@ 08140 00 63; Via Toledo 427; 3 9.30am-8pm
Mon-Sat, 10am-2pm Sun; (M) pante

No, this is not a gay bar - it's just the city's
best-loved chocolate shop. Pig out on
chocolate-coated coffee beans and a fiery
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peperoncino-cioccolato (chilli-chocolate) combo.
Best of all, there are eight branches in Naples to
lose control in; this branch is the most central
and convenient.

GIUSEPPE FERRIGNO
MAP PP280-1 ARTISAN CRAFT

T 08155231 48; Vlia San Gregorio Armeno 8; (M) pante
King of the Christmas cribs, Ferrigno’s terracotta
figurines are sought by collectors worldwide.
Part studio, part shop, its shelves are lined with
enough doting Marys, buxom peasants and
elaborate market sets to keep your presepe on
the nativity scene A-list.

LIMONE MAP PP280-1 GIFTS
@ 08129 94 29; Piazza San Gaetano 72; (M) Cavour
The organic, homemade limoncello has punt-
ers travelling across town for a bottle. Ask
nicely and you might get a sip for free. Pucker
up for lemon pasta, lemon-infused grappa
and crema di melone (melon liqueur).

OTTICA STREVELLA MAPPP280-1  OPTICIAN
T 0812027 34; Corso Umberto 1 213; (&) R2 to Corso
Umberto |

Afriendly full-service optician offering free eye
tests, a basic repair service and prescription
glasses from €50. A vast range of sunglasses
includes Dior, DKNY, Gucci, Ralph Lauren,
Cesare Paciotti, Valentino and Armani.

TATTOO MAP PP280-1 MUsIC
@ 081552 09 73; Piazzetta del Nilo 15; £ 9am-8pm
Mon-Thu, 9am-midnight Fri & Sat, 9am-2pm Sun;

(M pante

A mixed bag of pierced students, urban funk-
sters and skivvy-clad jazz types flock here for
an equally mixed bag of music. Tattoo stocks
most categories, with a focus on hip-hop and
soul. Vinyl is the biggest seller, and you can
listen before you buy.

TOLEDO & QUARTIERI
SPAGNOLI

ANTICHE DELIZIE MAP PP280-1 FOOD
@) 0815513088; Via Pasquale Scura 14; (M Montesanto
Hanging hams, succulent salami and the best
mozzarella in town. This legendary deli is the
perfect picnic pit stop. Stock up on prét-a-
manger aubergine antipasti and caprignetti
(goat's cheese stuffed with herbs) and pick up
alocal wine.

ANTONIO BARBARO

MAP PP284-5 MENSWEAR & SHOES
@) 0814256 07; Piazza Trieste e Trento;

(Sto Trieste e Trento

Preppy guys head here for new-season shoes
from TOD and Hogan and crisp shirts from Polo
Ralph Lauren. Preppies-in-training can pick up
toddler-sized Hogan, Rich and Baci a few doors
down at Barbaro Junior (Via Toledo 231).

BERSHKA MAPPP280-1  CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
@ 081552 83 62; Via Toledo 126; £¥3 10am-8pm
Mon-Sat; () (S to Via Toledo

Chic concrete floors, lurid orange walls and
thumping Madonna remixes set the scene
for retail rampage at this well-priced fashion
hub. Bershka's two floors stock seriously cool
urbanwear for guys and girls, from designer
denim to retro T-shirts and look-at-me swim-
wear.

INTIMISSIMI MAP PP280-1

@) 081552 55 67; Via Toledo 47-48; (M) Dante
Intimissimi is a local favourite for well-priced
women'’s and men’s knickers and briefs. The
look is cool and sexy, with funky prints, and
ensembles such as boudoir-red-and-black
satin that are guaranteed to have you — and
yours — purring with pleasure.

LINGERIE

TALARICO

MAP PP280-1 UMBRELLAS
0814077 23; Vico Due Porte a
Toledo 4B; (&) CS to Via Toledo

Mario Talarico and his nephews
have turned the humble umbrella into a work
of art. Sought after by international heads of
state, each piece is a one-off, featuring mother-
of-pearl buttons, a horn tip and a handle made
from a single tree branch. While top-of-the-
range pieces fetch up to €300, more moderate
options will keep the budget-conscious sing-
ing in the rain.

SANTA LUCIA & CHIAIA

AMARCORD 900 MODERNARIATO E
COLLEZIONISMO MAP PP284-5  COLLECTABLES
081549 82 76; Via Giacomo Piscicelli 77B; & Mon
4-7.30pm, Tue-Sat 10am-7.30pm; (M) Amedeo

Can't find that limited-edition 1972 space toy?
Chances are it's ready to launch at this quirky
collectables bolt hole. Drop in for shagadelic
lamps, retro album covers and rare vintage
toys, including retro Russian ambulances and
[talian tin cars. Old toys are also restored.

BOWINKEL MAP PP284-5 ANTIQUES
081764 07 39; Via Santa Lucia 25; (=) (25 to Via
Partenope

The city's finest vintage prints, photographs,
watercolour paintings and classic frames. If
you can't find what you're looking for here,
check out the larger branch at Piazza dei
Martiri 24 (081 764 43 44). The erudite owner
speaks a smattering of English and will arrange
shipments abroad.

CONTEMPORASTUDIO

MAP PP284-5 JEWELLERY
081247 99 37; Via Francesco Crispi 50; Y7 10am-
1.30pm & 4.30-8pm Mon-Fri, 10am-1.30pm Sat;

(M Amedeo

This concrete-clad gallery stocks funky, ex-
perimental jewellery from Neapolitan Asad
Ventrella: think necklaces made of solid silver
penne rigate (penne pasta) shapes, fat double-
faced rings in titanium and aluminium and
sharp-looking cufflinks for style-savvy boys.

CULTI SPACAFE MAP PP284-5  CONCEPT STORE
08176446 19; Viia Carlo Poerio 47; & (25 to
Riviera di Chiaia

Uber-chic lifestyle temple Culti Spacafé features
Japanese-style homewares, signature beauty

SHOPPING
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products, a fashionable florist, a sassy bar/
restaurant and a fabulous day spa complete
with glam hammam (communal bathhouse).
Shop for silk slippers, sip a Campari, then get
horizontal for a spot of shiatsu.

DELIBERTI MAP PP284-5 SHOES
@ 0814160 64; Via Chiaia 10; @ (25 to Piazza dei
Martiri

The place to replenish your designer trainer
range. Brands include Helmut Lang, Puma,
Bikkemberg and Adidas. Keep an eye out for
a small, dangerous-looking range of leopard-
print stilettos by Casadei. Sales are common.

EDDY MONETTI MAP PP284-5 BOUTIQUE
T 0814032 29; Piazzetta Santa Caterina; (= (25 to
Piazza dei Martiri

Neapolitan style queens head here for ex-
quisitely cut jackets, skirts and trousers, and
fabulous leather handbags. Think Vogue-
meets-Harpers Bazaar, with labels including
Etro, Blumarine, Malo and Cucinelli. Prices
start at around €250 for separates.

EDDY MONETTI MEN’S STORE

MAP PP284-5 BOUTIQUE
(08140 70 64;Via dei Mille 45; @ (25 to Piazza dei
Martiri

The menswear branch of Eddy Monetti is an
elegant den of Burberry blazers, Ralph Lauren
shirts and irresistible cashmere sweaters. The
vibe here is monied and the service suitably
snooty.

FELTRINELLI MAP PP284-5 BOOKS & MUSIC
@) 0812405411 ; Piazza dei Martiri; 39 10am-9pm
Mon-Thu, 10am-10pm Fri, 10am-11pm Sat, 10am-2pm
&4-10pm Sun; (=) (25 to Piazza dei Martiri

Three floors of books, CDs, videos, DVDs, and
a box office to boot. Locals love coming here
to browse, hang out or sip espresso at the
downstairs café. There's a fair-sized English-
language section, including novels and the
latest titles on Neapolitan culture and history.

JOSSA MAP PP284-5 MENSWEAR & SHOES
@) 08139 92 23; Viia Carlo Poerio 43; @ (25 to
Riviera di Chiaia

There's nothing restrained about the ultracool
menswear collection here: paint-splashed
denim, hot-pink shirts, striped pastel knitwear
and sexy pinstriped suits. Match it all up with
hip footwear from Pantofola d’Oro, Carshoe

and Abercrombie & Fitch.

INTERFOOD MAP PP284-5 WINE
@ 08176497 92; Viia Santa Lucia 6-10; & €25 to Via
Partenope

This little enoteca (wine bar) in Santa Lucia
stocks mainly Campanian vino, a rising star
on the Italian wine scene. Among the better
producers, look for Cantina del Taburno or
Ocone or D'Ambra for reds, and Falanghina or
Coda de Volpe for whites. Good deals include
three bottles of reasonable wine for €15 or less.

LIVIO DE SIMONE MAP PP284-5 BOUTIQUE
@) 081764 38 27; Via Domenico Morelli 15; &) 25 to
Piazza dei Martiri

The late Livio de Simone dressed the likes of
Audrey Hepburn and Jacqui O. Today his wife
and daughter keep the vision alive with bold
hand-printed robe chemisiers (shirt dresses)
and matching purses, bags, and shoes —
think Capri with a Japanese twist. A second
shop at Vico Satriano 3A stocks vintage Livio
de Simone pieces for serious (and seriously
moneyed) fashionistas.

SARTORIAL NAPLES

£
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OK-KO RESEARCH MAPPP284-5  NOVELTIES
@ 08140 0177; Via Cavalerizza a Chiaia 63; @) 25
to Piazza dei Martiri

The ironic shop here for Andy Warhol light
boxes, lurid plastic chairs, Dutch designer
clocks, chill-out compilation CDs and fluoro-
coloured handbags in the shape of watering
cans. The counter doubles as a deck for the
in-house DJ and aperitivo (apéritif) is served
upstairs in the winter.

TABACCHERIA SISIMBRO

MAP PP284-5 CIGARS
@ 08140 69 83; Via San Pasquale a Chiaia 74-76;

(M Amedeo

This temple to tobacco stocks hard-to-find cig-
arettes (including Dunhill, Dupont and Cartier
varieties) as well as decadent Cuban cigars,
which are maintained at optimum temperature
in a special humidified walk-in room. A range
of Italian pipes, cigar cutters, lighters and ash-
trays complete the smoky picture.

VERDEGRANO MAP PP284-5 HOMEWARES
0814017 54; Via Santa Teresa a Chiaia 17; 410am-
1pm & 5-7pm, closed Mon morning & Sun in winter,
closed Sat afternoon & Sun summer; M) Amedeo
Come here for exquisitely patterned, hand-
painted porcelain pots, vases, plates and
decorative items. Prices are reasonable and
there are some easy-to-pack smaller pieces for
the trip home. It's a small and tightly packed
space so children (and the clumsy) are better
off outside.

VOMERO

CS SUPERMARKET MAPP283  SUPERMARKET
Via Raffaele Morghen 26; ) 8am-8.30pm Mon-Sat,
9am-1.30pm Sun (M) Vanvitelli

An army of aisles stock everything from fruit
and veggies to cheeses, toilet paper and blank

CDs. Push it all around in some of the world'’s
funkiest shopping trolleys.

DE PAOLA CAMEOS MAP P283 JEWELLERY
) 081578 29 10; Via Annibale Caccavello 67;

™ 9am-8pm Mon-Sat, 9am-2pm Sun; Funicular
Centrale to Fuga

A gorgeous range of finely carved cameos
as well as coral necklaces, earrings, pendants
and bracelets. Designs range from vintage
to modern and there’s no pressure to buy.
There's another branch in Santa Lucia at Via
Cesario Console 23.

L’ANGOLO A DUE RUOTE

MAP P283 MOTORCYCLE GEAR
) 081 558 43 41; Piazza Vanvitelli 19; M Vanvitelli
You'll be stopping traffic with a helmet from
this little shop — choose from lurid Hawaiian-
style prints in hot pink and orange and graffiti-
art styles in electric blues and lime. Brands
include AGV, Suomy and Shark and there’s a
modest range of hot Euro riding gear to keep
all (drivers’) eyes on you.

PETER PAN MAP P283 CHILDRENSWEAR
) 081 578 39 71; Via Gianlorenzo Bernini 24;

(M vanvitelli

This boutique specialises in handmade felt
carnevale (carnival) costumes for tots to teens.
For everyday cuteness, racks stock everything
from Madeleine smocked dresses to isn't-he-
adorable mini-Tyrolean jackets. Bag a bargain
at sale time.

CUTTING-EDGE CUTLERY

© Lonely Planet Publications. To make it easier for you to use, access to this chapter is not digitally
restricted. In return, we think it’s fair to ask you to use it for personal, non-commercial purposes only.
In other words, please don’t upload this chapter to a peer-to-peer site, mass email it to everyone you
know, or resell it. See the terms and conditions on our site for a longer way of saying the above - ‘Do
the right thing with our content.’
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