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introduction

Did you know that ‘Persian” and ‘Farsi’ (—w,Ls faar-see) are both names for the
language of Iran? ‘Persian’ is commonly used in the West , but its native speakers call
the language ‘Farsi’, a term which owes its existence to the Arab conquest of Iran in
the 7th century. As Arabic doesn’t have a ‘p’ sound, ‘Pars’ (originally the name of the
southern Iranian province) became known as ‘Fars’ to the conquerors.

|t might come as a surprise that Arabic and Farsi don't have the same roots. Farsi
is an Indo-European language and belongs to the West Iranian branch of the Indo-
Iranian language family. It's related to Kurdish, Baloshi and Pashto and, more
distantly, Urdu. As the language of Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan, Farsi has
around 70 million speakers, although only about 50 million claim it as their first
language. The dialect of Farsi spoken in Afghanistan (known as Dari) is very similar
to the standard Farsi of Iran, based on the speech of the capital Teheran. However,
Tajik — the variety spoken in Tajikistan — has become quite different and is now
usually considered a separate language.

The ancestor of modern Farsi is Old Persian, which was spoken by the Parsa tribe
during the time of the Achaemenian Empire (550—300 BC). Related to Sanskrit, Old
Persian was recorded in the cuneiform inscriptions of the time. It evolved into Middle
Persian during the time of the Sassanian Empire (AD 220—650) , when it was written
in Pahlavi script, a modified version of the Aramaic alphabet. After the Arab conquest, a
huge number of words from Arabic entered Farsi’s vocabulary. By the 9th century Mod-
ern Persian was emerging, and the Pahlavi script was replaced by Perso-Arabic script,
based on the Arabic alphabet but with the addition of four letters to represent Farsi
sounds that didn’t occur in Arabic. Interestingly, Perso-Arabic script later served as the
basis for Urdu’s writing system. Farsi’s influence on Hindi, Urdu and Bengali was huge,
as it was the official language of the Islamic Mughal Empire in northern India from the
16th century until the establishment of the British Raj in the mid-19th century.

For arguably the best examples of Farsi's elegance, check out the mystical re-
ligious writings of Sufism and its rich stock of poetry by renowned authors like Rumi,
Sa'di and Hafiz. The contact between Farsi and English over the centuries is reflected
in a vast number of Farsi loanwords — from arsenic to bezoar, from algorithm and
chess to magic and serendipity, from baksheesh and bazaar to cheque and kiosk, from
sandal to shawl, and from satrap to paradise — a testament to the vitality of Persian
culture through history.
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pronunciation

vowel sounds

The vowel system in Farsi is fairly simple as it consists of only six vowels. Interestingly,
all vowel sounds are represented by one letter — 1 alef. In most cases you can only tell
how to pronounce a vowel sound by its context. You don’t need to worry about this
though, as the correct pronunciation of each word or phrase is always given in our
coloured pronunciation guides, next to the Arabic script throughout this chapter.

a act el ash
aa father olo Mmaah
e bet aw Se
ee see e Seeb
0 tone J< qol
00 700 w5 toOp

2 a3 N s1q
word stress

Stress in Farsi is generally placed on the last syllable of a word — except for proper
names, in which it falls on the first syllable (eg so>I ah-mad). You'll be fine if you
follow our coloured pronunciation guides, in which the stressed syllable is always
in italics.

consonant sounds

Most consonant sounds in Farsi are pronounced just like in English. You might need
some practice with the gh and the kh — both are guttural sounds, pronounced at the
back of the mouth. The glottal stop (marked in our pronunciation guides with an
apostrophe) is pronounced in the throat, ie as a break in the flow of speech. Note also
that if a consonant is written twice, it should be pronounced twice.

bed
cheat
dog
fun
go

a guttural sound,
like the Parisian
French'r’

hat

jar

kit

as the ‘ch”in the
Scottish loch
lot

man

not

pet

run (rolled)
sun

shot

top

very

yes

zero
pleasure

glottal stop (like
the pause in the
middle of ‘uh-oh’)

ors

cl el bPgE ettt v

obs

aJj

boz
choob
dast
feel

gaav
ghalb

ha-vaa
jo
ka-re

khar

lab
mard
naan
poo
rang
sar
sheer
to
mee-ve
yaa
za-baan

zhe-le

sham’
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language difficulties

Do you speak English?
fad) o by il &5 Lo sho-maa een-gee-lee-see harf mee-za-need

Do you understand?

Saregd o Mmeefah-meed
| understand.

agd o  Mmeefah-mam
I don’t understand.
(42 <5 oo Man ne-mee-fah-mam
Could you please speak more slowly?
Saiipr by ,ibulgy Lalkad  lot-fan ya-vaash-tar harf be-za-need

Could you Lokt lot-fan
please ...? $... auilgs ,o  Mmeeta-vaaneed ...
repeat that eSSy of aan raa tek-raar
s be-ko-need
write it down amwogi ) of aan raa be-ne-vee-seed

o888 m 0y UL

0 ,in sefr 20 e beest

1 =< yek 30 o see

2 92 do 40 Jg=> che-hel

3 A se 50 olaiy pan-jaah
4 g chaa-haar 60 o shast

5 o= panj 70 HEFFY haf-taad
6 Lid shesh 80 slidis hash-taad
7 cas haft 90 g5 na-vad

8 i hasht 100 o sad

9 as noh 1000 Sl he-zaar
10 I dah 1,000,000 glio <o yek meel-yon

For Arabic numerals, which are also used in Farsi, see the box on page 14.

time & dates

What time is it?
It's one o’clock.
It's (two) o’clock.

Quarter past (two).

Half past (two).
Quarter to (two).
Atwhat time ...?
At...

am
pm

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

last...

next...
night
week
month
year

yesterday ...

tomorrow ...
morning
afternoon
evening

What date is it today?
femus (539) 4 39,
It's (15 December).
NEFVY-S ().,dol_ma n.s}."l.")

Yoai> > Sl L

s S el
RGPV 3 (9.1) ceclaw

&9 (94)

o 9 (9)

(92) &y &=
§... ocbwas

..JA

Lo
8L ) Ay

cee )9pa

o
Bt

saa-‘at chan-de
saa-‘at yek hast
saa-‘at (do) hast
(do) vo rob’

(do) vo neem
yek rob’ be (do)
che saa-'a-tee ...
dar...

sobh
ba'd az zohr

do shan-be

se shan-be
chaa-haar shan-be
panj shan-be
jom-e

shan-be

yek shan-be

...*go-zash-te
...-ha'd
shab
haf-te
maah
saal

dee-rooz ...
fardaa ...
sobh
asr
shab

em-ro0z che roo-zee hast

(poonz-da-he de-saamr) hast
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border crossing

I'mhere ... (e L il g man een-jaa . .. has-tam
in transit H9e §lpm ba-raa-ye 00-boor
on business iyl sl ba-raa-ye te-jaa-rat
on holiday eAdaes gl ba-raa-ye ta'-tee-laat
I'm here for ... Lowiol 30 man een-jaa
(s L sl ba-raa-ye ... has-tam
(10) days 59y (03) (dah) rooz
(three) weeks aiaos (asw) (se) haf-te
(two) months olo (ga) (do) maah

I'm going to (Karaj).
29 o (gs5) 4 00
I'm staying at the (Homa hotel).
(Lo J—‘-") PR
(ko 5o
I have nothing to declare.
Sl s 00
.P)h.? Q:l: &BUM
I have something to declare.

Sln Sy 00
.‘ajla Qala &)Ual

That's (not) mine.
s (cows) oo JLo bl

tickets & luggage

Where can | buy a ticket?
lg3 o s 5 5o
ey by

Do | need to book a seat?
feis g > 4 cosnn p3¥

man be (ka-raj) mee-ra-vam

man dar (ho-tel ho-maa)
mee-maa-nam

man chee-zee ba-raa-ye
et-te-laa’ daa-dan na-daa-ram

man chee-zee ba-raa-ye
et-te-laa’ daa-dan daa-ram

oon maa-lfe man (neest) hast

man az ko-jaa mee-too-nam
be-leet be-kha-ram

laa-zem hast ke jaa re-zerv ko-nam

One... ticket N NN I yek be-feet ...

(to Shiraz), please. Ladad (s ay) (be shee-raaz) lot-fan
one-way 0yw Sy yek sa-re
return 0y 93 dosa-re

I'dliketo ...

lot-fan man mee-khaam

my ticket, please. l) piasly be-leet-amro ...
cancel @iS Jasis kan-sel ko-nam
change S BgL a-vaz ko-nam
collect ol be-gee-ram

I'dlikea... s> s o Lalad lot-fan man yek jaa-ye

seat, please. dlg> o ... mee-khaam
nonsmoking )L 2 ghey-re see-gaa-ree
smoking &)L see-gaa-ree

Is there air conditioning?
fows cgdng asggs
Is there a toilet?
S cdlgs
How long does the trip take?
fades o Jobo jad> opdlano
Isitadirect route?
NJCAEIV'Y QA oly oyl

My luggage hasbeen ... oai ... 5o,

tah-vee-ye-ye mat-boo”hast
too-vaa-let hast
mo-saa-fe-rat che-ghadr tool mee-ke-shad

een raah mos-ta-gheem hast

baa-re man ... sho-de

damaged il kha-raab
lost P gom
stolen 03333 doz-dee-de

transport

Where does the flight (to Shiraz) arrive/depart?

/53l o s ay (1) Slay
SaiS 0 oS> s 3

par-vaa-ze (shee-raaz) be ko-jaa mee-yaa-yad/
az ko-jaa ha-re-kat mee-ko-nad

Is this the ... Sy oo o een ... ba-raa-ye
to (Rasht)? fecus (o)) (rasht) hast
boat ks kesh-tee
bus g9l 00-t00-boos
plane Lowslga ha-vaa-pey-maa
train Sad gha-taar

~+
q
o)
=)
7

©
o
q
~+

|

-
>
=
wn

151



)
S
(@)
(o
w
c
©
| .
)

|
|

!

152

What time’s

00-too-boo-se ...

e oNgagsl
the ... bus? forwa S key hast
first Jol av-val
last Jet] aa-khar
next e ba'-dee

How long will it be delayed?
Sayls juss > o9/
What station/stop is this?
fos ol Lol plas o

oon che-ghadr ta"-kheer daa-re

een koo-doom eest-gaah hast

Please tell me when we get to (Sari).

(6)|—“’) A by Lada]
2950 (10 A @) 0

Is this seat available?
Secws s L ol

lot-fan vagh-tee be (saa-ree)
mee-re-seem be man be-goo-yeen

een jaa khaa-lee hast

That's my seat.
ewes o sbe g9l 00N jaa-ye man hast
I'd like a taxi ... sl o<y o man yek taak-see
@y 0 ... sl ba-raa-ye ... mee-khaam
at (9am) (s ) (no-he sobh)
now o¥ a-laan
tomorrow I3, far-daa

How muchisitto...?
fag.uiau.oja.&g cee Sl
Please take me to (this address).
ot (o3l o a3) 1) o0 Ladad
Please put the meter on.
OS g 1) piamansls Lalad

ba-raa-ye ... che-ghadr mee-she
lot-fan man ro (be een aad-res) be-bar

lot-fan taak-si-metr ro ro-shan kon

Please ... PN lot-fan ...
stop here oS cadys Lowil een-jaa ta-vagh-ghof kon
wait here ol sl il een-jaa mon-ta-zer baash
I'd like to QBlg> 0 30 man mee-khaam
hirea... (S Al S Sy ... yek-ke-raa-ye ko-nam
cr oamsilo maa-sheen
4WD $9 gl Jlg> chaa-haar daa-bel-yoo dee

with ... .. b
adriver oaiil,
air conditioning gorloo anggs

How much for co.oadlys

... hire? §ag P RRE-ES
daily ailje,
weekly Saan

I need a mechanic.

baa ...
raa-nan-de
tah-vee-ye-ye mat-boo’

ke-raa-ye-ye ...

che-ghadr mee-she
roo-zaa-ne
haf-te-gee

ool py¥ Silse <y o Man yek me-kaa-neek laa-zem daa-ram

I've run out of petrol.

pl 03,8 plas s oo Man ben-zeen ta-moom kar-dam

I have a flat tyre.

0ands yniy @3> Charkham pan-char sho-de

Ry

- J-!- ol r
o
directions
Where’s the ...? Sewlns ...
bank <ok
market b

post office

i n)b'

Is this the road to (Enghelab)?

.. ko-jaast
baank
baa-zaar
e-daa-re-ye post

%39 o0 (W3asl) auofy ol eenraah be (en-ghe-laab) mee-re

Can you show me (on the map)?

4 (aiuds y5) auiles s« Mee-too-neen (dar nagh-she) be
Sty oliisi o Man ne-shun be-deen

What's the address?

Sesua o> il yuysl  aad-re-sesh chee hast

How faris it?

Seisua of) jad> Lasgl 5 taa 0on-jaa che-ghadr raah hast

How do | get there?

$poy gl ay jodas  Che-tor be oonyjaa be-ram

Turn left/right.

cwly/ > g be-peech chap/raast
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It's... S L ol oon ... hast Do you have e BbI Lendy sho-maa o-taa-ghe ...
behind ... O posh-te.... a...room? Sayyls daa-reen
infrontof ... . Sol> jeldo-ye... single algs Sy yek khaa-be
nearto... Sy naz-dee-ke... double aylgs g do khaa-be
nextto... .ls ke-naa-re... twin 0yd g3 do na-fa-re
on the corner g € goo-she-ye _
opposite ... oo Jilie mo-ghaa-be-fe ... !‘|°W much is e N ba-raa-yehar ...
straight ahead e mos-ta-gheem itper...? HOWNT RG22 che-ghadr hast
there Lwigl oon-jaa night o shab
person Jo] na-far
north Jlasdy sho-maal
south g joo-noob I'd like to book a room, please.
east Gk shargh <y @l o Lakad  lot-fan mee-khaam yek
west S gharb . (iS5, @I o-taagh re-zerv ko-nam
I have a reservation.
signs #lo2S iy oa  Man ezens kardam
599 T T I'd like Fo stay tor (two) nights.
o> khoo-r00j Exit miles b (53) malgs 0 0o Man mee-khaam (do) shab be-moo-nam
50 baaz Open Am | allowed to camp here?
e bas-te Closed L pyls 03l o Man e-jaa-ze daa-ram een-jaa
aleds et-te-laa-‘aat Information Sim ol chaa-dor be-za-nam
"“"J':I”"' foia\fa;e/}e’ ;" P TPgiIII::sS tation Could I have my key, please?
v Sawany Iy pauds Lalad i mee-she lot-fan ke-fee-dam ro be-deen
ailayo mar-daa-ne Men
4l z7a-naa-ne Women Can | get another (blanket)? o
c prE garm Hot Spras 10 5 (o) @ilg3 ;o Mee-too-nam (pa-foo) ye dee-ge be-gee-ram A
o 2y sard Cold The (air conditioning) doesn’t work. 8
- S i LS (ggadao asggs)  (tah-veeye-ye mat-boo’) kaar ne-mee-ko-ne 3
_g This (sheet) isn’t clean. 3
H o e (adde) ool een (ma-laa-fe) ta-meez neest
3 accommodation s e (adba) o cen (malaa ) o
c Is there an elevator/a safe? o
: /ygaailanl Louisl  €€n+jaa aa-saan-sor/
& Where’sg - Seolns ... ... ko-jaast ?c-ii:n;em‘el;’ gaa\{-san'doogh hast ,’i’,
o camping ground a9 k> S ma-hal-le chaa-dor za-dan L. o
v guesthouse iy glago meh-maan-pa-zeer What time is checkout? g
: hotel BTN ho-tel Seows o 30 anlss ey vagh-te takh-lee-ye-ye o-taagh key hast |
| Canyourecommend ... Lol> uiles mee-too-neen jaa-yee ... Could I have my o ddbin Ladad lot-fan mee-she ... -
| somewhere ...? fais algidey peesh-na-haad ko-neen -+« please? e ol am ro be-gee-ram >
> (heap (J‘}.)‘ ) ar-zoon depOSIt ailey be'yaa‘ne v
1 good g khoob passport gl paas-port (7))
nearby 3 naz-deek valuables riad sl ash-yaa-ye ghey-ma-tee =
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banking & communications

Where’sa/an ...?
ATM
foreign exchange
office

I'dliketo ...

arrange a transfer

cash a cheque
change a

travellers cheque

change money
withdraw money

What's the ...?
charge for that
exchange rate

Serlons ...
5'.7)." 29>

o @las 50 o0

Qi Joo
ordlue <>
QLS aas
@S 2 Jor
prSa Jor

fcu.u.au_?:
WNTH

Where’s the local internet café?

... ko-jaast

khod-par-daaz
sar-raa-fee

man mee-khaam be . ..

pool be-fe-res-tam
chek naghd ko-nam

che-ke mo-saa-fe-ra-tee

naghd ko-nam
pool khord ko-nam
pool be-gee-ram

.. chee hast

khar-jesh
ner-khe arz

ferwlns Sl o éls  kaa-fee ne-te ma-hal-lee ko-jaast
How much is it per hour?
celw po gl ba-raa-ye harsaa-‘at
Sagads ;0 yada>  (he-ghadr mee-she
I'dliketo ... ... @olg> 5o meekhaam ...
check my email Iy ol Jaon! ee-mey-lam ro
i S chek ko-nam
getinternet il een-ter-net
access P Iy ro be-gee-ram
use a printer Ay s az pee-reen-ter
@iS oslaiwl es-te-faa-de ko-nam
use a scanner Sl azes-ka-ner
@iS oslaiwl es-te-faa-de ko-nam
I'dlikea... @olg> ;0 ... g0 Man...meekhaam
mobile/cell phone olyad als te-le-fo-ne ham-raah
for hire alyS sly ba-raa-ye ke-raa-ye
SIM card for your Sl ks s seem kaart ba-raa-ye
network 095 A sha-ba-ke-toon

What's your phone number?
Soadx> 95 pals oylesdy  Sho-maa-re-ye te-le-fo-ne-toon chan-de
The numberis ...
cows L. ooyleds Sho-maare ... hast

Where's the nearest public phone?
oals oyisisys  naz-deek-ta-reen te-le-fo-ne
fewlns sagec  00-MO0-Mee ko-jaast
I'd like to buy a phonecard.
onls < goles o meekhaam yek kar-te
oy pals  telefon be-kha-ram
How much does a (three)-minute call cost?
oals ad sy (aww)  (se) da-ghee-ghe te-le-fon
Saguds 0 yada>  (he-ghadr mee-she
What are the rates?
Scoswa juda> F,5 Nerkh che-ghadr hast

P N Rl B ol TR Sl B by

»a r-‘i".-:::i--. ;.:. I

T e e IR e e R
Iwantto... P PR man mee-khaam ...
call (Canada) (1sbiLs) as be (kaa-naa-daa)
sy ol te-le-fon be-ko-nam
make a local call oals s yek te-le-fo-ne
sy Al daa-khe-/ee be-ko-nam
Iwanttosenda... < cales 000 man mee-khaam yek
(el ... befe-res-tam
fax osd faks
parcel A bas-te
| want to buy S @l 0 0 man mee-khaam yek
a/an... YR ... be:kha-ram
envelope esb paa-kat
stamp el tamr
Please send it Iy o9l Ladat lot-fan oon ro
(to Australia) by ... (Lol ) (be 0s-taa-raa-lee-yaa)
Seiwyay L. b baa ... be-fe-res-teen
airmail et coy pos-te ha-vaa-yee
surface mail ) iy pos-te za-mee-nee
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sightseeing

What time does it open/close?
Sagtdy o /5l pielaw ax of

What's the admission charge?
Seiua ).\.5_7:- 5299

oon che saa-"a-tee baaz/bas-te mee-she

v00-r00-dee che-ghad-re

Is there a discount for students/children?

/Lajgal Gisils sl
foows b e asy

I'd like to see ...
@y @oles 0 o

ba-raa-ye daa-nesh-aa-mooz-haa/
bach-che-haa takh-feef hast

man mee-khaam ... ro be-hee-nam

I'dlikea... T -FION manyek ...
QB> 0 mee-khaam
catalogue ELlbLs kaa-taa-log
guide Losal, raah-na-maa
local map oo aieds nagh-she-ye ma-hal-lee
When'’s the fowmd S 5%y ... .. ba"-dee key hast
next...?
day trip ailjgy wydliuo mo-saa-fe-ra-te roo-zaa-ne
tour 599 toor
Is...included? N DY ) oon shaa-me-fe ...
fomwa oo ham hast
accommodation OSwa mas-kan
the admission charge $39)9 V00-r00-dee
food Jie gha-zaa
transport Jas 9 Jo> ham:-lo-naghl

How long is the tour?
faius 50 Jobo yadr o5
What time should we be back?
What's that?
ALV - Qi
(Can | take a photo?
Yol puse @ilgs ;0

toor che-ghadr tool mee-ke-she
maa che saa-'a-tee baa-yad bar-gar-deem
oon chee-yee

mee-too-nam aks be-gee-ram

sightseeing

castle asld ghal-e

church Lunls ke-lee-saa

main square ol ylase mey-daa-ne as-lee
mosque Ao masjed

old city b gl shah-re gha-dee-mee
palace tls kaakh

ruins Lo aylys kha-raa-be-haa

shopping

Where’sa...? Sewlns ...
bookshop igys wlis
camera shop gy (g0
department NES

store ) oy
grocery store -
newsagency g b aalije,
souvenir shop gy gals
supermarket NES

I'm looking for ...
Can|look at it?
Sois oL of 4y @iileS 0
Do you have any others?
Sagyla ‘q.b)f.la).:_?
Does it have a guarantee?
Sayla ilyLE QT
Can | have it sent overseas?
ol of @il o
Syl
Canlhavemy... repaired?
?Q.:.iS)-g-d—L'"b,M .\.3."930.4
It's faulty.

... ko-jaast
ke-taab foo-roo-shee
door-been foo-roo-shee
foo-roosh-gaa-he
zZan-jee-re-yee
bagh-ghaa-lee
rooz-naa-me foo-roo-shee
kaa-do foo-roo-shee
foo-roosh-ghaah

man don-baa-le ... mee-gar-dam
mee-to0-nam be oon ne-ghaah ko-nam
chee-ze dee-ge ham daa-reen

00n gaa-raan-tee daa-re

mee-too-neen un ro be khaa-rej
be-fe-res-teen

mee-too-neen ... amro ta-meer ko-neen

oon kha-raa-be
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I'd like a bag, please.
(@093 50 A S Sy (o Ladad
I' d like a refund.
o2 molys 0 o0
P oy
I d like to return this.
(@0 g |y (il @olgs 0 o0
How muchiisit?
S jad> of
Can you write down the price?
faruugiy |y cooud auiles o0
That's too expensive.
s o, € SLs of
What's your lowest price?
fomus s> 495 ceaud (15 ol
I'll give you (1000 toman).
(0093 515 03) Loy 4y 30
(DI SR
There’s a mistake in the bill.
ok olid) ol iyguo o

Do you accept ...?

|lot-fan man yek kee-se mee-khaam

man mee-khaam poo-lam
ro pas be-gee-ram

man mee-khaam een ro pas be-dam

oon che-ghadr hast

mee-too-neen ghey-mat ro be-ne-vee-seen
oon khey-lee ge-roon hast
paa-yeen-ta-reen ghey-ma-te-toon chan-de

man be sho-maa (dah he-zaar to-man)
mee-dam

dar soo-rat-he-saab esh-te-baah sho-de

Jod .. Lahs sho-maa . .. gha-bool

fais o mee-ko-neen
credit cards $liel wls kar-te e’-te-baa-ree
travellers cheques ,5,8Luo <> che-ke mo-saa-fe-ra-tee
I'dlike ..., o oo Ladad lot-fan man ...
please. (Blg> 0 mee-khaam
my change Iy o dudy be-ghee-ye-ye poo-lam ro
areceipt Sy Sy yek re-seed
I'dlike ... .ﬂ-&‘P o 04 man ... mee-khaam
(100) grams (M) (sad) ge-ram
(two) kilos oLes (92) (do) kee-lo
(three) pieces (m) (se) teek-ke
(six) slices ass (Limd) (sheesh) teek-ke
Less. Aas kam-tar
Enough. éLs kaa-fee
More. by beesh-tar

photography

Canyou...? S auwiled o
burn a (D from abyils ojls 5
my memory o S0 (0
card Ay (§
develop this film fy olad ol
auiS yolls
load my film > 1 pf @dud
azjlasle

Ineeda... film oot < e

for this camera. a3 Sl

@2lg> 0
B&W adow g ol
colour 4
slide Al
(200) speed (csgs) ce i L

Whenwillitbe  $39-% ;0 yols s of

ready?

mee-too-neen ...
az kar-te haa-fe-ze-ye
man yek see-dee
be-za-neen
een feelmro
zaa-her ko-neen
feel-mam ro jaa
bee-yan-daa-zeen

man yek feel-me ...
ba-raa-ye een door-been
mee-khaam
see-yaa-ho-se-feed
ran-gee
es-laayd
baa sor-"a-te (de-veest)

oon key haa-zer mee-she

|

making conversation
Hello. A
Good night. i e
Goodbye. Ladls las
Mr ]
Mrs/Miss il
How are you?

sa-laam
shab be-kheyr
kho-daa-haa-fez

aa-ghaa
khaa-nom

Seuua jolas oill>  haa-le-toon che-to-re

Fine, thanks. And you?

O9ia0 s g khoo-bam khey-lee mam-noon
Sasiaws ol Lok Sho-maa che-to-reen
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What's your name?

Seua o> gedesnl  €S:Metoon cheeye

My nameis ...

s L. 0 @l esmeman ... hast

I'm pleased to meet you.

(i > g3 oL 31 azaa-she-naa-yee-ye-toon khosh-bakh-tam

Thisismy ... s 50 ... ol
brother yaly
daughter JLE
father Jye
friend Cwgs
husband JUYIRS
mother sbe
sister Solgs
son S
wife &

Here'smy ...
What's your ...?

m..umu.ou.ﬂ
c;._m.mu}“ug.i

address Ry
email address Jranl oyl
phone number ool o)laais

Where are you fartans los Lood

from?

I'mfrom ... Siud 9 .. 00
Australia Lyl
Canada IsbLs
New Zealand ailijgus
the USA LS ol

What's your foua o> geale s

occupation?

I'ma/an... (D L 3
businessperson gt
office worker siq)ls
tradesperson wls

een ... man hast
ba-raa-dar
dokh-tar
pe-dar
doost
sho-har
maa-dar
khaa-har
pe-sar
zan

een ... man hast
.. e-toon chee hast
aad-res
aad-re-se ee-mey/
sho-maa-re-ye te-le-fon

sho-maa ko-jaa-yee has-teen

man ... yee has-tam
0s-taa-raa-lee-yaa
kaa-naa-daa
nee-yoo-zee-land
een-gee-lees
aam-ree-kaa

shogh-/e-toon chee-ye

man ... has-tam
taa-jer
kaar-mand
kaa-seb

Doyoullike ...? CRIY I P sho-maa ... doost
oyl daa-reen
I (don't) like ... w9 L e man ... doost
Pl (a3) (na) daa-ram

art JEUS ho-nar
movies Lt feelm
music g0 moo-see-ghee
reading oilgs khaan-dan
sport S99 var-zesh

eating out
Canyourecommend ... <y auiles o mee-too-neen yek ...
a...? oS slgidey peesh-na-haad ko-nee
café adls kaaf-fe
restaurant olygss, res-too-raan
I'dlike..., oo Latad lot-fan man ...
please. (dlg> 0 mee-khaam
a table for (four) Sl e S yek meez ba-raa-ye
(s ,Lg>) (chaa-haar)
the (non)smoking (&) cooid ghes:ma-te (ghey-re)
section sl see-gaa-ree
breakfast ailorn sob-haa-ne
lunch SLabs naa-haar
dinner plsis shaam

What would you recommend?
faiS o algiden o> Leods
What's the local speciality?
pegaS0 slil
feows o> Ao
What's that?

?mu—?d‘

sho-maa chee peesh-na-haad mee-ko-neen

gha-zaa-ye makh-soo-se
ma-hal-lee chee-ye

oon chee-ye
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I'd like (the)

..., please.
bill
drink list
menu
that dish

drinks

(cup of) tea ...
with milk
without sugar

(orange) juice
soft drink

... Water
boiled
mineral

I'll have...

(cup of) coffee ...

3> g0 g
What would you like?
fagyls oo >

o o Lalad
(@2lg> 0,
g'.\.\.\_v- )G
oabigd o
0
las ol

o 09 (plovid <))

s b
PSS 99

(J'-ﬁ-"o-;)‘ei

lot-fanman ...
ro mee-khaam
soo-rat he-saab
lees-te noo-shee-da-nee
me-noo
oon gha-zaa

(yek fen-joon) ghah-ve . ..
(yek fen-joon) chaa-yee ...

baa sheer
be-doo-ne she-kar

aa-be (por-te-ghaal)
noo-shaa-be

aa-be ...
joosh
ma’-da-nee

£29 5a ... o= Man ... meekho-ram

I'll buy you a drink.
< Loy slps 0 Man ba-raa-ye sho-maa yek
noo-shee-da-nee mee-kha-ram

chee meyl daa-reen
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special diets & allergies

Is there a vegetarian restaurant near here?
alygiay Saay ol €en naz-dee-kee res-too-raa-ne
Scomud syle> ol€  gee-yaah-khaa-ree hast

Do you have i Lo sho-maa gha-zaa-ye
... food? Sayls ... ... daa-reen
halal N)IES ha-laal
kosher g ko-sher
vegetarian S$)lo> ol € gee-yaah-khaa-ree

Could you prepare < ailed o
a meal without ...? 09 sl
faisS cowga. ..
butter 0yS
eggs Er0 @35
meat stock g &
I'mallergicto ... PPN
.‘D)‘J Ln.a—\&lﬁ.\.la-
dairy produce alad
gluten gl
nuts Juf
seafood bys slie
d
"-‘?:.' H'!%?:“ - lif.r
7S g YL
"'.ll-.. i —fth‘ [
[
emergencies
Help! l<qs
Stop' !Q..\M.g’
Go away! LLs gy
Thief! !a)‘.a
Fire! | st
Watch out! Ll cdblgo
a doctor Sy Sy
an ambulance ¥gal <y
the police sl

Could you help me, please?

faliS S aS o 4y anineo Lalad  lot-fan mee-she be man ko-mak ko-neen

I have to use the phone.

mee-too-neen yek

gha-zaa-ye be-doo-ne

... do-rost ko-neen
ka-re
tokh-me-morgh
aab-goosht

manbe ...
has-saa-see-yat daa-ram
la-ba-nee-yaat
ge-lo-ten
aa-jeel
gha-zaa-ye dar-yaa-yee

ko-mak

eest

bo-ro ke-naar
dozd

aa-teesh
mo-vaa-zeb baash

.. se-daa ko-neen
yek dok-tor
yek aam-boo-laans
po-lees

oals 51 suls g Man baa-yad az te-le-fon
(@iS oolazwl  es-te-faa-de ko-nam

I'm lost.

pl oasd @€ 5 Man gom sho-dam
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Where are the toilets?

I need a doctor (who speaks English).

fecwlos wdlgs  too-vaa-let ko-jaast pyls p3% yiSs Sy o Man yek dok-tor laa-zem daa-ram
Where's the police station? (a5 0 comns &l as)  (kee een-gee-lee-see soh-bat mee-ko-ne)
Sewlos guelyoylal  e-daa-re-ye po-fees ko-jaast Could | see a female doctor?
| want to report an offence. A8y Sy @ilgs o Mee-too-nam yek dok-to-re
S < @olgs oo g0 Man mee-khaam yek khe-laaf (eiens |y mils khaa-nomro be-bee-nam
o Giyl3E ), 10 go-zaaresh be-dam I've run out of my medication.
I have insurance. sl ok plad @alagyls  daa-roo-haam ta-moom sho-de
pols 4wy 5o Man bee-me daa-ram I'm sick.
| want to contact my embassy. (s yaiye o Man ma-reez has-tam
@5)lisw b @dles o oo Man mee-khaam baa se-faa-ra-tam It hurts here
s pules  ta-maas be-gee-ram ’ ) ) .
AES 0 3y iyl eenyjaa dard mee-ko-ne
I've been assaulted.
Al 0ayS il 1o Ma-no a-zee-yat kar-dan
I've been raped. ’vr\ m
5l 03,8 jolos ye 4y be man ta-jaa-voz kar-dan @' - = @
I've been robbed.
il oagaya Iy pf Jubawg  Va-saa-ye-lam ro doz-dee-dan I have (a) ... ol 0 man ... daaram
I'velostmy... hel ... oe man ... amro asthma sl aasm
plosys @ gom kar-dam constipation Cowgo y00-boo-sat
My ... was/were oagaya pl ... ... am doz-dee-de diarrhoea Jlg—s! es-haal
stolen. A shod fever = tab
bag s keef headache 3)3p sar-dard
credit card $bel eyls kar-te ¢'-te-baa-ree heart condition ld 5)laws bee-maa-ree-ye ghal-bee
money Jo pool nausea £9¢5 ta-hav-vo’
passport aqli,is go-zar naa-me pain 23 dard
travellers cheques  5,5Luio <> che-ke mo-saa-fe-ra-tee sore throat N ga-loo-dard
toothache 33 ol dan-doon-dard -
health I'mallergicto ... PPN manbe ... g
Aty el has-saa-see-yat daa-ram oy
Where's the e RSy naz-deek-ta-reen ... antibiotics S g S aan-tee-bee-yoo-teek -
nearest ...? Serwlns ko-jaast anti- wlgdl o zed-de el-te-haab |
dentist Sl olada dan-daan pe-zeshk inflammatories -
doctor iS5 dok-tor aspirin Qe aas-pe-reen =
hospital ol Lows bee-maa-res-taan bees 9935 zan-boor )
(night) pharmacist ailsg,ls daa-roo-khaa-ne-ye codeine a9S ko-de-"een wn
(asls) (sha-baa-ne) penicillin ol i pe-nee-see-leen
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english—farsi dictionary

Words in this dictionary are marked as n (noun), a (adjective), v (verb), sg (singular) and p! (plural)

where necessary.

A

accident wasLwas ta-saa-dof

accommodation ;<o mas-kan

adaptor ,s=,157 aa-daap-tor

address N ;. aad-res

Afghanistan ;LiwsLs sl af-ghaa-nes-taan

after .s, ba'd

air-conditioned gg.lns asa43 sl)ls
daa-raa-ye tah-vee-ye-ye mat-boo”

airplane Lo.yles ha-vaa-pey-maa

airport oL<s4,4 foo-rood-gaah

alcohol J<iral-kol

all agshame

allergy woowwlues has-saa-see-yat

ambulance %50l aam-boo-laans

and 4va

ankle L, zeo mo-che paa

arm ;L baa-zoo

ashtray L€ ,u; Zeer see-gaa-ree

ATM ;155355 khod-par-daaz

B

baby s1;5 no-zaad

back (body) =, posht

backpack vy atss koo-fe posh-tee

bad . bad

bag i< keef

baggage claim L, 72,€ fo2
tah-veel ge-ref-ta-ne baar

bank <L, bank

bathroom gz s dast-shoo-yee

battery s,LL baat-ree

beautiful <.z gha-shang

bed Ligs =osus takht khaab

before .5 ghabl

behind =, posht

bicycle as,>4. do-char-khe

big <3 bo-zorg

bill N Gl @y90 S00-rat he-saab

black oL see-yaah

blanket 5, pa-too

blood group <95 09,5 goo-roo-he khoo-nee

blue .jaa-bee

boat << kesh-tee

book (make a reservation) v s, 4,;,
re-zerv kar-dan

bottle s,k bot-ree

bottle opener s ;L ,» dar baaz kon

boy -y pe-sar

brakes (car) 5,5 tor-moz

breakfast sl sob-haa-ne

broken (faulty) oi,= kha-raab

bus jug951 00-t00-b00S

business L3 te-jaa-rat

buy ., kha-reed

C

café wsLs kaaf-fe
Camera .yu,9. door-been
ampsite ;. ,.Ls> Jowo ma-hal-le chaa-dor za-dan
cancel 45,5 Juwss kan-sel kar-dan
can opener ., ;L ,. dar baaz kon
q@r yuilo Maa-sheen
cash n .35 naghd
cash (a cheque) v ,< +asnaghd kar-dan
cell phone ofyas ;als te-le-fo-ne ham-raah
centre N ;s,.0 mar-kaz
change (money) V ;5,5 55 Jso
pool khord kar-dan
cheap 1;,f ar-zaan
check (bill) N wlus cy9u0 S00-rat he-saab
check-in N 15 Jugs tah-veel daa-dan
chest i seene
child a5, bach-che
cigarette ,L< . see-gaar
City ,g-% shahr
clean a ;. ta-meez
closed az, bas-te
coffee ogg5 ghah-ve

0ins as<w sek-ke

cold @ s, sard

come ;ya0f aa-ma-dan

computer ,g..oLs kaam-pee-yoo-fer
condom ps.its kaan-dom

contact lenses ;-3 =.<iL< kaan-faakt lenz
€00k V ¢ss pokh-tan

cost 1N il g, kharj dash-tan

credit card s,Lacl o)Ls kar-te €'-te-baa-ree
cup olswis fen-jaan

currency exchange ;,/ . tab-dee-fe arz
customs (immigration) s, gom-rok

D

dangerous sb,k s kha-tar-naak

date (time) N &, s taa-reekh

day 34, rooz

delay N ,st5 ta"-kheer

dentist <&, olais dan-daan pe-zeshk

depart ;s,s =<, ha-re-kat kar-dan

diaper < 4, poo-shak

dictionary .21 £:s,4far-han-ge lo-ghat

dinner L shaam

direct & o.azwo mosta-gheem

dirty s ka-seef

disabled JgLeoma'loo/

discount N _a.a s takh-feef

doctor ,xs. dok-tor

double bed algs 45 =osus takh-te do-khaa-be

double room o,45 45 L5 0-taa-ghe do na-fa-re

drink N sag5 n00-shee-da-nee

drive V ys,s .51, raa-nan-de-gee kar-dan

drivers licence €., o165
ga-vaa-hee-ye raa-nan-de-gee

drug (illicit) ,swo 19 ma-vaad-de mo-khad-der

dummy (pacifier) il pes-taa-nak

E

ear ,u4£ goosh

east g, shargh

eat .35 khor-dan

economy class ssLc aa-dee
electricity 3, bargh

elevator ,gu.Lui aa-saan-sor
email n ol ee-mey/

embassy «,Law se-faa-rat
emergency s,/ ez-te-raa-ree

English (language) —..L<5f een-gee-lee-see

entrance s>, V00-100-dee
evening & shab

exchange rate ;,/ &, nerkhe arz
exit N zg,s khoo-rooj
expensive ,< ge-raan

express mail s oy pos-te eks:pe-res

eye <> cheshm

F

far 4> door

Farsi ,w,Ls faar-see

fast s tond

father ., pe-dar

film (camera) <L feelm

finger -_s.<51an-gosht

first-aid kit <o slo < o5 ares
ja"be-ye ko-mak-haa-ye av-va-lee-ye

first class s, a,s da-ra-je-ye yek

fish N ,-sLe maa-hee

food 13 gha-zaa

foot L, paa

fork JL> chan-gaal

free (of charge) L=, raay-gaan

friend =g, doost

fruit og0 mee-ve

full ,, por

funny ,15 s khan-de daar

G

gift asan hed-ye

girl == dokh-tar

glass (drinking) .ls- lee-vaan
glasses (eyesight) <i.c ey-nak
g0 s, raf-tan

good s khoob

green ;.. sabz

guide N Lesol, raah-na-maa

H

half n caas nesf

hand .. dast

handbag s ca.s kee-fe das-tee
happy Jts—igs khosh-haal

have ;s dash-tan

he 41 00
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head ,.. sar

heart s ghalb

heat N Lo,< gar-maa

heavy ... san-geen

help v oysys sos ko-mak kar-dan

here L een-jaa

high <, bo-land

highway o/,<,;. bo-zorg-raah

hike ;5,5 53,9045 kooh-na-var-dee kar-dan
holiday L1~ «5ta"tee-lee
homosexual ;L yuisas ham-jens baaz
hospital ;Liw,Lew bee-maa-res-taan
hot ¢1> daagh

hotel Jzs ho-tel

hungry a:.,,< go-ros-ne

hushand ,»4-% sho-har

| ;0 man

identification (card) oLl o)ls
kar-te she-naa-saa-yee

ill yasy0 ma-reez

important <4 mo-hem

included foLs shaa-mel

injury <s; zakhm

Iran i, i-raan

insurance aq, bee-me

internet = ,zu.f een-ter-net

interpreter <>,=0 mo-tarjem

J

jewellery w1,219> ja-vaa-he-raat
job 4s& shoghl

K

key s.Ls kee-leed

kilogram ¢, < oL.< kee-lo ge-ram
kitchen «iLs;. i aash-paz-khaa-ne
knife 45L> chaa-ghoo

L

laundry (place) g yulit le-baas shoo-yee
lawyer J.sqva-keel
left (direction) > chap

left-luggage office o.ilo L sloyly yi6s
daf-ta-re baar-haa-ye jaa maan-de

leg L, 3L saa-ghe paa

lesbian ; ;L juisqs ham-jens-baa-ze zan

less ;<o < kam-tar

letter (mail) «Ls naa-me

lift (elevator) ,gliuf aa-saan-sor

light N ¥ laamp

like v sesiils cowgs doost dash-tan

lock n 4z ghofl

long 1, de-raaz

lost oay o€ gom sho-de

lost-property office o @€ 5Ll ,z8s
daf-ta-re ash-yaa-ye gom sho-de

love v eiils eowgs doost dash-tan

luggage ,L baar

lunch ,Let naa-haar

M

mail N asls naa-me

man s, mard

map aiwas nagh-she

market ;1 baa-zaar
matches ., s keb-reet
meat =_&s< goosht
medicine o,> daa-roo

menu g Me-N00

message pLe.; pey-ghaam
milk & sheer

minute 4.3, da-ghee-ghe
mobile phone o, als te-le-fo-ne ham-raah
money s pool

month oLo maah

morning zews sobh

mother ,sLo maa-dar
motorcycle ,4350 Mo-tor
motorway ;L3 00-t00-baan
mouth Ls. da-haan

MUSIC &+ wg0 MOO-SeE-ghee

N

name N gl esm

napkin JLexw. dast-maal
Nappy <isgs POO-shak
near adv 5 naz-deek
neck .,,< gar-dan

new o;Ls taa-ze

news ,Lsf akh-baar

newspaper «oLs;q, r00z-Naa-me

night s shab

no «;na

NOiSY fauog,sw s POT S3-T0-S€-0AT
nonsmoking )L ,.2 ghey-re see-gaa-ree
north Lo sho-maal

nose - hee-nee

now ¥L> haa-laa

number o,Le-& sho-maa-re

0

oil (engine) 24, ro-ghan

old aig< koh-ne

one-way ticket o, < aly be-lee-te yek sa-re
open @ ;L baaz

outside 9, bee-roon

P

package as. bas-te

paper izcLs kaa-ghaz

park (car) V y,s os,L park kar-dan
passport asL;,i< go-zar naa-me

pay V s s,y par-daakh-tan

pen ,Lssqs khod-kaar

petrol .5+, ben-zeen

pharmacy wLs- 4,15 daa-roo-khaa-ne
phone card its o Ls kar-te te-le-fon
photo ,.<c aks

plate (food) wLa i, bosh-ghaab
police .t po-lees

postcard Lo, o,Ls kar-te pos-taal
post office =, 0,11 e-daa-re-ye post
pregnant aLoL> haa-me-fe

price N e ghey-mat

Q

quiet sl Saa-ket

R

rain N L baa-raan
razor g teegh
receipt N s, re-seed
red ;0,3 gher-mez
refund N Jg ol sy pas daa-da-ne pool
registered mail &, Law ey
pos:te se-faa-re-shee

rentV .s,s o)Ll e-jaa-re kar-dan

repair v ys,s yoqesta”meer kar-dan

reservation g3, re-zerv

restaurant 1,5, res-too-raan

return v ;ui£,, bar-gash-tan

return ticket =&, 4 =8, Il
be-lee-te raf-to bar-ghasht

right (direction) =, raast

road oL jaa-de

room Ll o-taagh

S

safe 2 ol amn

sanitary napkin _<dlsags o5
na-vaar beh-daash-tee

seat L jaa

send s, s fe-res-taa-dan

service station 55, ey pom-pe ben-zeen

SeX csuiy jEN-see-yat

shampoo g.aLs& shaam-poo

share (a dorm etc) jasis 301 <
ham o-taa-ghee sho-dan

shaving cream i, ;o5 kha-meer reesh

she 41 00

sheet (bed) 4350 ma-laa-fe

shirt a1,y pee-raa-han

shoes i< kafsh

shop N ojL0 ma-ghaa-ze

short oligs 14L& shal-vaar koo-taah

shower N s dosh

single room <5 3L 0-taagh ta-kee

skin gy poOSt

skirt col5 daa-man

sleep v yaules khaa-bee-dan

slowly axoafaa-hes-te

small <4< koo-chek

smoke (cigarettes) vV jaiis L€
see-gaar ke-shee-dan

S0ap oyoalwo SAA-boON

some ,lao megh-daa-ree

S00N 5393 be-z00-dee

south g j00-n00b

souvenir shop g4 gsLs kaa-do foo-roo-shee

speak ;ys,s =oosen SON-bat kar-dan

spoon s-iLs ghaa-shogh

stamp ,.¢ tamr

stand-by ticket ,Lazsl cowy 10 1y
be-lee-te lees-te en-te-zaar

station (train) oLz eest-gaah

stomach oasome'-de

()
=
Q
;0
=
I
—r

Isie
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Stop V opays adys ta-vagh-ghof kar-dan
stop (bus) N oLl eest-gaah
street LLs khee-yaa-baan
student ;i Liuils daa-nesh aa-mooz
sun oLiéf aaf-taab
ke-re-me zed-de aaf-taab
sunscreen Ll s pys
ke-re-me zed-de aaf-taab
SWImM V oys,s L She-naa kar-dan

I

Tajikistan ;Lw.< L5 taa-jee-kes-taan

tampons ;5.5 taam-pon

taxi uests taak-see

teaspoon s s> 3-ls
ghaa-sho-ghe chaay kho-ree

teeth ;l.u. dan-daan

telephone n ;b te-le-fon

television .yeu5uqls te-le-vee-zee-yon

temperature (weather) L. da-maa

tent L chaa-dor

that (one) . aan

they g aan-haa

thirsty «i.is tesh-ne

this (one) .l een

throat 4L< ga-loo

ticket 1oL, be-feet

time N =34 vaght

tired aiwes khas-te

tissues sicls Jlossws
dast-maal kaa-gha-zee

today j9,/ em-rooz

toilet =145 too-vaa-let

tomorrow 1,4 far-daa

tonight __i.of em-shab

toothbrush sfs-..0 mes-vaak

toothpaste ;s yoas
kha-meer dan-daan

torch (flashlight) o535 £/,
che-raagh ghov-ve

tour 1,4 toor

tourist office 5,<ilg> ols
e-daa-re-ye ja-haan-gar-dee

towel alg> ho-le

train ,U.s gha-taar

translate ;s,s ao>,starjo-me kar-dan

travel agency 5,60Lua guifsl
aa-zhaan-se mo-saa-fe-ra-tee

travellers cheque 5,000 <>
che-ke mo-saa-fe-ra-tee

trousers L& shal-vaar

twin beds algs g5 =5 takh-te do-khaa-be

tyre ,.Ls taa-yer

U

underwear ,; Lt le-baa-se zeer
urgent s/, of €7-te-raa-ree

v

vacant _JLs khaa-lee

vacation =3 ia 5 ta' tee-laat
vegetable N g3 sab-zee

vegetarian @ ,lss oL< gee-yaah-khaar
Visa I3 Vee:zaa

W

waiter ;L gaar-son

walk Vv ;si8, a3l pee-yaa-de raf-tan

wallet s keef

warm a p,£ garm

wash (something) ;s shos-tan

watch N el Saa-at

water i aab

we Lo maa

weekend aiis ,siaa-kha-re haf-te

west ,os ka-mar

wheelchair Jfas > Jain
san-da-lee-ye charkh-daar

when < key

where Lss ko-jaa

white sa se-feed

who < kee

why 1, che-raa

wife ; zan

window o, pan-ja-re

with L, baa

without :yes be-doo-ne

woman y; zan

write ;i ne-vesh-tan

Y

yellow »,; zard

yes aL, ba-le

yesterday ;o dee-rooz
you s 43 to

you Pl Loy sho-maa
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