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Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh

Madhya Pradesh (MP) was India’s largest state until tribal Chhattisgarh broke away in 2000. It's
still a significant chunk of most train rides from Delhi to central India, yet many travellers see little
more than its train tracks; a shame for more reasons than having to train it for two days.

Khajuraho, Mandu and Sanchi have some of India’s finest Hindu, Islamic and Buddhist
monuments. A more lively form of religion is at the ghats (steps or landings) on the Narmada
River, one of the seven sacred rivers. There's also Ujjain, one of the seven holy cities, and the
holy island, Omkareshwar. Historical sites include the millennia-old Bhimbetka rock paintings
and Gwalior’s lavish Jai Vilas Palace. Among the temple towns, Khajuraho is famous for the
erotic carvings writhing across its 10th-century temples. Another historical hotspot near
the Agra-Varanasi route is secluded Orchha, where riverside cenotaphs and palaces exude
a 'lost world’” atmosphere matched only by Mandu’s plateau-top tombs.

For outdoor enthusiasts there are 1000m-plus peaks, forests and waterfalls at hill station
Pachmarhi, and tiger-filled national parks. View the cats from an elephant at Kanha, Bandhav-
garh, Panna (site of Kipling's Jungle Book) and Pench. The distinctive craftwork and colourful
markets in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar region show tribal communities keeping tradition alive.

HIGHLIGHTS
Eye with the king of the Indian jungle in the
national parks, Panna (p681), Pench (p708), :rchha
Kanha (p709) and Bandhavgarh (p711) % Khajuraho
. % Panna National Park

Blush at Khajuraho’s (p673) erotic 10th- Bhopal
century temple carvings, before cooling off Ujjain % * 5::22:‘{%:’,2*
among the chhatris (small domed Mughal )

. .. Mandu Pachmarhi
kiosks) and palaces rising from the under- * * % Kanha National Park

* .
Qfifareshwar. % Pench Tiger Reserve

growth in Orchha (p670), the ‘hidden place’ Maheshw;
Climb above the plains at historic hill station

Pachmarhi (p693) and Mandu (p702) to the

finest relics left in India by the Afghans

Join the sadhus (spiritual men) and yatris Jagdalpur %

(pilgrims) offering puja (prayer) at the ghats
in the holy cities Ujjain (p695), one of the
sites of Kumbh Mela, and Maheshwar (p701)

Gaze across the sacred Narmada River at Omkareshwar (p700) and ponder the locals’ claim
that the holy island looks like the Om symbol if seen from above

See Bhopal’s (p682) mosques, lakes and museums from the Lake Princess cruise boat or the
Bhopal-On-Wheels tour bus

Watch a huge, garlanded chariot being dragged through the streets of Jagdalpur (p713),
capital of Chhattisgarh’s tribal Bastar region, during the animist celebration of Dussehra (p663)
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History

Virtually all phases of Indian history made
their mark on the region historically known
as Malwa, starting with the rock paintings
at Bhimbetka (p688) and Pachmarhi (p693),
which date back more than 10,000 years. They
tell of a cultural succession through the late
Stone Age to the start of recorded history
in the 3rd century BC, when the Buddhist
emperor Ashoka (see the boxed text, p41)
controlled the Mauryan empire from Malwa
and built Sanchi’s Great Stupa (p689).

The Mauryas were followed by the Sun-
gas and the Guptas (p41) — Chandragupta II
ruled from Ujjain (p695) and had the caves
cut at Udaigiri (p692) - before the Huns ram-
paged across the state. Around 1000 years ago
the Parmaras reigned in southwest Madhya
Pradesh - notably Raja Bhoj, who ruled over
Indore (p698), Mandu (p702) and Bhopal
(p682). The state capital’s name derives from
its original moniker, Bhojapal, which refers
to the pal (dam) Bhoj built to create the city’s
two lakes.

From AD 950 to 1050 the Chandelas’ nimble-
fingered sculptors enlivened the fagades of
some 85 temples in Khajuraho (p673) with
erotic scenes. Between the 12th and 16th
centuries, the region experienced continuing
struggles between Hindu and Muslim rulers
(p43), and Mandu was the scene of some de-
cisive clashes. The Mughals were eventually
superseded by the Marathas (p46), who en-
joyed most power in Malwa before they fell
to the British, for who the Scindia maharajas
(see the boxed text, p667) of Gwalior (p662)
were powerful allies.

With the States Reorganisation Act of 1956,
several former states were combined to form
Madhya Pradesh. In 2000 Chhattisgarh (p712)
became an independent state.

Information

Madhya Pradesh Tourism (MT Tourism; (@ Bhopal 0755-
2774340, Delhi 011-23341187; www.mptourism.com) has
offices of varying usefulness in all towns and
cities, and counters at most major train sta-
tions and airports; in the cities it will book cars
for you. The website is useful for information
on tours and locations, and for booking MP
Tourism hotels.

ACCOMMODATION
Backpacker-style accommodation outside
Khajuraho and Orchha is limited but there

MADHYA PRADESH & CHHATTISGARH -« History 661

FAST FACTS
Madhya Pradesh

Population: 39.6 million

Area: 308,000 sq km

Capital: Bhopal

Main language: Hindi

When to go: September to March

Chhattisgarh
Population: 20.8 million
Area: 135,000 sq km
Capital: Raipur
Main language: Hindi

When to go: September to March

are plenty of budget hotels, and midrange
hotels often have some budget rooms. The
air-conditioning is often the only difference
between AC and non-AC rooms.

MP Tourism places, often in choice loca-
tions, are good, if a little pricey. Rooms can
be booked centrally through the website or
the head office, and prices normally include
breakfast.

Many hotels in Eastern Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh ask guests to leave a deposit.

Getting There & Away

AIR

Domestic flights serve Gwalior (p668), Kha-
juraho (p681), Bhopal (p687), Indore (p700),
Jabalpur (p707) and Raipur (p712).

TRAIN
Train is generally a better way to navigate
Madhya Pradesh than road. Travelling from
north to south on the state’s most significant
line, it comes from northwest India via Delhi
and Agra, and passes through Jhansi (see the
boxed text, p670) and Bhopal (see the boxed
text, p687), before forking at Itarsi, from
where it heads to Mumbai (Bombay) and to
Hyderabad and Chennai (Madras).
Travelling northeast from Mumbai, the
state’s other useful line passes through Itarsi,
Jabalpur (see the boxed text, p707), Katni and
Satna en route to Allahabad, Varanasi and
Howrah. From Katni, lines run into Chhat-
tisgarh, Orissa and Jharkhand.
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Gwalior is famous for its medieval hilltop fort,
Getting Around described by the Mughal emperor Babur as

Madhya Pradesh’s pothole-ridden roads are  ‘the pearl amongst fortresses in India’. For
appalling and Chhattisgarh’s are worse. Work  travellers making a detour from the Golden
on a basis of 20km/h and, particularly in the ~ Triangle, the slow-paced town sprawling
more mountainous areas, avoid travelling after ~ around the hill is a good introduction to an
dark unless near-death experiences are your  un-touristy part of central India. Jai Vilas
bag. The roads in remote areas such asaround ~ Palace, home of the Scindia Museum, is the
Khajuraho, Kanha National Park, Pench Tiger historic seat of the Scindias, one of the coun-
Reserve and Mandu are notably abysmal. try’s most revered families.
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FESTIVALS IN MADHYA PRADESH & CHHATTISGARH

Jhansi Festival (28 Feb; Jhansi, p669) Music, arts and dance.

Festival of Dance (Feb/Mar; Khajuraho, p673) Week-long event with the cream of Indian classical dancers
performing amid floodlit temples in the western enclosure.

Shivaratri Mela (Feb/Mar; Pachmarhi, p693) Up to 100,000 Shaivite pilgrims, sadhus (spiritual men) and Adivasis
(tribal people) attend celebrations at Mahadeo Temple. Participants bring symbolic tridents and hike up Chauragarh
Hill to plant them by the Shiva shrine.

Ahilyabai Holkar’s birthday (Apr/May; Maheshwar, p701) Her birthday (b 1725) is celebrated with palanquin
(enclosed seats carried on four men’s shoulders) processions through the town and cultural activities including music
and dance.

Navratri (Dussehra; Sep/Oct; Ujjain, p695) Celebrated with particular fervour. Lamps on the large pillars in Harsid-
dhi Mandir are lit.

Dussehra (Oct; Jagdalpur, p713) Nothing to do with Ramayana, but this 75-day festival is dedicated to local god-
dess Danteshwari. It culminates with eight days of (immense) chariot-pulling around the streets.

Feast of St Jude (28 Oct; Jhansi, p669) Christian pilgrims converge on St Jude’s Church to plead their case to the
patron saint of lost causes.

Chethiyagiri Vihara Festival (Nov; Sanchi, p689) Buddhist monks and pilgrims flock to see relics of two of
Buddha's early disciples, Sari Puttha and Maha Moggallana (discovered in Stupa 3 in 1853).

Tansen Music Festival (Nov/Dec; Gwalior, opposite) Four-day music festival attracting classical musicians and

singers from all over India; free performances are usually staged at the great musician’s tomb.

History

Gwalior’s legendary beginning stems from the
hermit Gwalipa curing the Rajput chieftain,
Suraj Sen, of leprosy using water from Suraj
Kund tank (which still remains in Gwalior
fort). Renaming him Suhan Pal, he foretold
that Suhan’s descendants would remain in
power as long they retained the name Pal.
His next 83 descendants did just that, but
number 84 changed his name to Tej Karan
and, naturally, lost his kingdom.

In 1398 the Tomar dynasty came to power.
Gwalior Fort became the focus of continual
clashes with neighbouring powers and reached
its ascendancy under Raja Man Singh (1486-
1516), remembered for his love of music and
architecture. After his death the fort fell to
Ibrahim Lodi; two centuries of Mughal pos-
session followed, ending with its capture by
the Marathas in 1754.

Over the next 50 years the fort changed
hands several times, including twice to the
British. Finally it passed to the Scindias, one
of only five noble clans to be honoured with
a 21-gun salute by the British (see the boxed
text, p667).

During the Indian Uprising in 1857, Maha-
raja Jayajirao remained loyal to the British but
his troops rebelled, and in mid-1858 the fort
was the scene of some final dramatic events
of the whole uprising. Near here the British
finally defeated rebel leader, Tantia Topi, and

it was in the final assault on the fort that the
Rani of Jhansi was killed (p669).

Orientation

Gwalior sprawls beneath its fort, which
crowns the massive ridge to the west. The
old town clings to the northeast base of the
fort. To the south is the new town, Lashkar,
with its market area, Jayaji Chowk.

The train station is on the east side of town.
Taxi touts will meet you with their choice of
commission-paying hotel so walk to the main
road and hail an autorickshaw.

Information

Fun Stop Cyber Zone (MLB Rd; per hr Rs 30;

£V 8.30am-10.30pm) Internet access.

MP Tourism Tansen Residency ( @& 2340370; 6A Gandhi
Rd; £%4 10am-5pm); train station ( (&) 4070777; %) 9am-
7.30pm) Books MP Tourism hotels and cars.

Post office (3 4010555; £¥ 10am-4pm Mon-Sat) Near
the train station.

State Bank of India (@) 2336291; Bada Chowk;
£%910.30am-4pm Mon-Fri, 10.30am-1.30pm Sat) Cashes
travellers cheques. It has an ATM in the train station foyer
which accepts MasterCard and Visa.

Sights

GWALIOR FORT

Exploding out of the rocks 100m above town,
the 3km-long hilltop fort (% dawn-dusk) is an
imposing site, its circular towers ringed with
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SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES
Chatarbhuj Mandir.
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Karan Palace... L
Man Singh Palace. .
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Sound-and-Light Show....

State Archaeological Museum.

Teli ka Mandir.
Ticket Counter.
Vikram Mandir.

SLEEPING [
Central Parl
Hotel DM..
Hotel Gwalior Regency.
Hotel Mayur.

GWALIOR H i
0 0.5 miles
INFORMATION Museum. Hotel Safari
Fun Stop Cyber Zone. 1 C5  Rock Sculptures Usha Kiran Palace.
MP Tourism. 2 D5 Sasbahu Temples
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SHOPPING [
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tiles as turquoise as the skies above. Once up
there, it’s great for a wander at any time of day,
among the butterflies and dragonflies flitting
through the ruins and shady spots offering
views across the white and blue walls of the
old town far below.

There are two approaches to the fort. From
the west a steep road passes through Urvai
Gate, where you will likely be approached by
a guide and a driver. Only taxis are allowed
past the gate.

From Gwalior Gate on the east side it’s a
steep 1km slog uphill to the fort compound.
The best option is to be driven up to Urvai
Gate and then walk down to Gwalior Gate.

A ticket counter ([(@ 2480011; Indian/foreigner
Rs 5/100, video Rs 25; £¥ dawn-dusk) near Man Singh
Palace sells tickets for the monuments, and
another ticket for the small museum (right).

An atmospheric sound-and-light show (Indian/
foreigner Rs 40/100; %9 Hindi 7.30pm, English 8.30pm Oct-Jun)
is held nightly in the open-air amphitheatre.

There are several historical sites in the fort,
much of which is now occupied by the pres-
tigious private Scindia School, established by
Maharaja Madhavrao Scindia in 1897 for the
education of Indian nobility.

Rock Sculptures
While there are sculptures carved into the rock
on the way up from Gwalior Gate, the most
impressive are those on the long ascent up
from Urvai Gate. Mostly cut into the cliff face
in the mid-15th century, they represent nude
figures of tirthankars (the 24 great Jain teach-
ers), defaced and castrated by Babur’s Muslim
army in 1527 but more recently repaired.
The images are numbered in white lettering
at the base. Image No 20 is a 17m-high stand-
ing sculpture of the first tirthankar, Adinath,
while image No 22 is a 10m-high seated figure
of Nemnath, the 22nd tirthankar.

Teli ka Mandir
Used as a soda factory and coffee shop by
the British after the Indian Uprising of 1857,
this 30m-high, 8th-century temple is the old-
est monument in the compound. Its hybrid
design incorporates a Dravidian square roof
and Indo-Aryan decorations. Dedicated to
Vishnu, the Pratihara temple is covered with
sculptures and a Garuda tops its 5m-high
doorway.

The modern gold-topped gurdwara (Sikh
temple) nearby is dedicated to Sikh hero Guru

NORTHERN MADHYA PRADESH -- Gwalior 665

Har Gobind, who Nur Jahan imprisoned in
Man Singh Palace.

Sasbahu Temples

The Mayan-like Sasbahu, or Mother-in-Law
and Daughter-in-Law temples, rise close to the
eastern wall. They are similar in style and date
from the 9th to 11th centuries. Mother-in-
Law is dedicated to Vishnu, with an ornately
carved base and figures of the deity over the
entrances; four gigantic pillars support the
heavy roof, layered with carvings. The smaller
Daughter-in-Law, dedicated to Shiva, is also
stacked with sculptures. Once damaged by
Aurangzeb’s roaming band of image defac-
ers, vandalism is fortunately restricted to the
lower levels.

Man Singh Palace

Whimsical is the only way to describe it: an
imperial palace decorated with a frieze of
yellow ducks! These - and mosaic tiling of
elephants, tigers and crocodiles in blue, yellow
and green - give it its alternative identity of
Chit Mandir (Painted Palace).

Built by Tomar ruler Man Singh between
1486 and 1516, this fine example of early
Hindu architecture consists of two open
courts surrounded by apartments on two
levels. Below ground lie another two storeys
constructed for hot weather, connected by
‘speaking tubes’ built into the walls and used
by the Mughals as prison cells.

Here Aurangzeb imprisoned his brother,
Murad, and slowly poisoned him with opium,
which drove him mad before finishing him
off. The dungeon with the cage in the floor
looks like the scene of the grisly deed, but it
was actually a bathing chamber.

Bring a torch to help you navigate the sub-
terranean gloom. The attendants have torches
but they are often lost somewhere inside the
building with other tourists.

Museum

The small museum (@) 2480011; admission Rs 2;
t¥ 10am-5pm Sat-Thu) by Man Singh Palace houses
sculptures and carvings from around the fort.
Of equal attraction to overhot visitors are the
oversize fans.

Other Palaces

A set of gates north of the palace leads to more
ruins. There is bound to be an unofficial guide
who'll reveal all for Rs 50.
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The 16th-century Hindu temple Vikram
Mandir, with its open hall, was destroyed in
World War I. Narrow galleries connect it to
the narrow, elongated two-storey Karan Palace,
next to an old jailhouse.

The tank Jauhar Kund marks the spot where
Rajput women of the harem committed jau-
har (ritual mass suicide by immolation) to
avoid rape by the forces of Iltutmish, the slave
king of Delhi, when he defeated the Raja in
1232.

At the northern end of the enclosure, with
another tank at their bases, are the Jehangir
Mahal and Shah Jahan Mahal, chiefly interesting
for the dizzying views of the Gujari Mahal and
across Gwalior to the moundlike hills.

Northeast Entrance

A series of gates punctuates the worn steps
of the path down to Gwalior Gate. The top,
sixth gate, Hawa Gate, no longer exists; the
fifth gate, Hathiya Paur (Elephant Gate) is now
the entrance to the palace.

Descending to the north, you pass a 9th-
century Vishnu shrine known as Chatarbhuj
Mandir (Temple of the Four-Armed). The
interesting Ganesh Gate was built in the 15th
century. Nearby is a small pigeon house, or
Kabutar Khana, and a small four-pillared Hindu
temple to the hermit Gwalipa, after whom fort
and town were named.

The third gate is Badalgarh, named after
Badal Singh, Man Singh’s uncle, while the
second gate, Bansur (Archer’s Gate), has dis-
appeared. The bottom and first gate is Gwalior
Gate (Alamgiri Gate) dating from 1660.

State Archaeological Museum

The museum ( (@ 2350743; Indian/foreigner Rs 5/30, cam-
era/video Rs 20/50; % 10am-5pm Tue-Sun) is within Gu-
jari Mahal, uphill west of Gwalior Gate. Built in
the 15th century by Man Singh for his favourite
rani (wife), the palace is now rather deterio-
rated. There’s a large collection of Hindu and
Jain sculptures, including the famed Salab-
hanjika (an exceptionally carved female figure)
plus copies of Bagh Caves frescoes.

JAI VILAS PALACE & SCINDIA MUSEUM

This museum (Indian/foreigner Rs 30/200, camera/video
Rs 30/80; £¥10am-5.30pm Thu-Tue) occupies some
35 rooms of the Scindias’ opulent Jai Vilas
Palace (see the boxed text, opposite), built by
Mabharaja Jayajirao in 1874 using prisoners
from the fort. The convicts were rewarded

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

with the 12-year job of weaving the hall carpet,
the largest in Asia.

The gold paint around the durbar (royal
court) hall weighs half a tonne. Eight
elephants were suspended from its ceiling
to check it could cope with two 12.5m-high,
250-lightbulb, 3.5-tonne chandeliers, said to
be the largest pair in the world.

Bizarre items fill the rooms: Belgian cut-
glass furniture and stuffed tigers. There’s a
ladies-only swimming pool with diving
boards, a boat and a wine cabinet. The cav-
ernous dining room displays the piéce de
résistance, a model railway with silver train
that carried after-dinner brandy and cigars
around the table.

It’s well worth collaring Ramashankar (Rs
50), a guide at the museum since it opened
in 1964.

OLD TOWN

Old Gwalior lies eastwards below Man Singh
Palace. Nearby is the resplendent tomb of Mo-
hammed Gaus, a Muslim saint who played a key
role in Babur’s acquisition of the fort.

In the same compound is the smaller, sim-
pler tomb of Tansen, a singer much admired
by Akbar and held to be a father of Indian
classical music. Chewing the leaves of the
tamarind tree at Tansen’s grave supposedly
enriches your voice and during the Tansen
festival in October/November it takes on an
unseasonably autumnal look when stripped
by visiting singers.

Sleeping

BUDGET

Hotel DM (@ 2342083; Link Rd; r Rs 120-250) The 17
pint-sized rooms leading to a small lawn at
the back of the building range from those with
basic, shared bathrooms to those with TVs
and private bathrooms with all mod cons. It’s
quieter than its closeness to the bus stand sug-
gests, and guests can jog on the roof for free.

Hotel Safari (&) 2340638; Station Rd; s Rs 180-550, d
Rs 240-600; (%)) Near the train station, this aged
hotel’s Ist-floor reception is gloomy and its
bar-restaurant is rough, but the rooms are
clean enough, with reasonable furniture and
enough space to swing a langur.

Hotel Mayur (&) 2325559; Padav; dm Rs 81, s Rs 180-
850, dRs300-920; (¢2)) A solid choice down a quiet
alley near the bridge on Station Rd. The wide
range of accommodation starts with men-only
dorms and proceeds up the scale to AC rooms
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BLESSED MAHARAJAS

The Scindia Museum, which occupies a quarter of the neoclassical Jai Vilas Palace, gives a glimpse
of the lives of India’s Prince Williams and Princess Beatrices.

Mahadji (1761-94) founded the Scindia dynasty at the time of the Mughal emperor Babaur,
after his three brothers were killed in the third battle of Panipat. He devised the family crest — a
sun flanked by two black cobras - as a tribute to the cobra that, when he was a child, spread
its hood to protect him from the sun.

The Scindia salute, inscribed in the music room, reads: ‘God bless the Maharaja, long to reign
over us, happy and glorious, god bless the Maharaja’. Looking no further than the neighbouring
rooms, with their ivory figurines, Sanskrit manuscripts, miniature paintings, Chippendale furniture
and one of only three Napoleon tables in existence, these Maharajas do indeed seem blessed.

But the Scindias have borne tragedies. Madhavrao (1945-2001) died in a plane crash, aborting a
political career that would have likely seen the Congress member crown the family’s many political
achievements by running for prime minister. Photos of his meetings with political notables such
as Saddam Hussein and Fidel Castro can be seen upstairs. He was fond of recalling the time he
was stopped late at night by a London policeman, who gave a nonplussed reply to the maharaja’s
revelation of his identity: ‘Well if you're the Maharaja of Gwalior, I'm the Pasha of Iran.’

In classic blue-blooded fashion, the Scindias have intermarried with other high-caste clans.
Maharaja Jyotiraditya (b 1971), who followed his father into parliament, is married to the daughter
of the Maharaja of Baroda, Gujarat. His sister is married to the crown prince of Kashmir and the
family also has ties with the Nepali aristocracy.

Also true to form, the Scindias allied themselves with the British during the colonial era, as the
sepia-tinted photos of walrus-moustached hunting parties suggest. Visitors to the palace were
often taken to the family estate at Shivpuri (p668). A photo shows eight tigers killed in a day
during Lord Harding’s visit in 1916; five tigers bagged in a day by Madhavrao are on display.

with adjoining Western-style bathrooms. The
rooftop cheapies have fort views.

MIDRANGE & TOP END

Hotel Sita Manor (&) 4010485; Gandhi Rd; s Rs 1000-2100,
dRs 1150-2100) Low-key hotel at the intersection
of Gandhi and Link Rds. Rooms have marble-
floored bathrooms, comfy chairs, TVs, brown
bedspreads and matching lamp shades.

Hotel Gwalior Regency ( (@ 2340670; Link Rd; s/d with
breakfast Rs 1800/2400; (¢J) The beige rooms are
not as pleasant as the lobby suggests in this
red-carpeted establishment, but they do offer
comforts including fridges, TV, kettles, bath
tubs and hot water. There are daily specials in
the grand bar-restaurant (meals Rs 65 to 225)
and a travel desk.

Central Park () 2232440; www.thecentralpark.net; s
with breakfast Rs 1800-2000, d Rs 2200-2400, ste Rs 3000-3900;
@Y (@ &) Gwalior’s topnotch business hotel
has wi-fi access, currency exchange, a doctor
on call, a health club, a gateaux-heavy café, and
a chic, low-lit bar. The polish continues in the
rooms, with crisp sheets and fruit baskets.

T Usha Kiran Palace (3 2444000; www
tajhotels.com; Jayendraganj, Lashkar; r/ste/villa from Rs
7000/9500/20,000; (¢2) (2 &) &) Live like a Scindia

(see the boxed text, above) in their auxiliary
palace. Unflinchingly contemporary touches,
such as the poolside aromatherapy spa and the
granite swimming pools adjoining the two vil-
las, mingle in the air-conditioned kingdom with
reminders of its heritage. Meals are Rs 650.

Eating
Gwalior’s limited eating-out scene revolves
around the hotel restaurants.

Indian Coffee House (Station Rd; dishes Rs 15-65)
The perennial favourite for a snack and real
coffee served by fellows in white jackets and
fan-tailed headgear. Dose up with a masala
dosa (curried vegetables inside a crisp pan-
cake), or give the uttapam (pancake of rice
and dhal) a bite.

Kwality Restaurant (MLB Rd; meals Rs 75-130;
t%110.30am-11pm) This popular restaurant serves
up subtle curries, from a plethora of paneer
(unfermented cheese) dishes to chicken and
lamb curries. Many dishes take up to 30 min-
utes to prepare - the textured chicken bhurta
(curry with roasted eggplant) is among the
quicker options.

Blue Fox (@ 2326209; Hotel Shelter, Tansen Rd; meals
Rs 100-150) With its cool blue décor, this res-
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668 NORTHERN MADHYA PRADESH -« Shivpuri

MAJOR TRAINS FROM GWALIOR

Destination Train No & name
Chennai 2616 Grand Trunk Exp
Delhi 2001 Shatabdi

Howrah 2176/2178 Chambal Exp
Indore 2920 Malwa Exp
Mumbai 2138 Punjab Mail Exp

a - chair/1AC; 1 - Wed, Fri, Sun, Tue

taurant’s big-city ambience is only let down
by the circumspect staff. There’s an extensive
breakfast menu and a basement bar serving
cocktails such as the ‘Indian-American’ Royal
Stag whiskey sour.

Swad Restaurant ( @ 5011271; 47 Manik Vilas Colony;
meals Rs 200) Hotel Landmark’s relaxing restau-
rant offers a dizzying range of Indian, Chi-
nese and Continental dishes in contemporary
surroundings. Save some space for the lip-
smacking gulab jamun (deep-fried balls of
dough soaked in rose-flavoured syrup).

Silver Saloon (@) 2444000; Usha Kiran Palace, Jayen-
draganj, Lashkar; meals Rs 550) It’s worth having a
bite of the Nepali cuisine in the tangerine-
and-magenta restaurant or the palm-shaded
courtyard to take a peek at the 120-year-old
palace.

Shopping

Arihant Emporium (Moti Mahal Rd; %} 10am-7pm
Mon-Sat) Near Jai Vilas Palace, specialises in a
Gwalior favourite, silver boxes decorated with
images from the tilework on Man Singh Palace
(around Rs 1200).

Mrignayani Emporium (High CourtRd; £ 11am-8pm
Mon-Sat) The state-owned chain sells the state’s
handicrafts and fabrics, including Chanderi
and Maheshwar saris.

Getting There & Away

AIR

Air Deccan ( (@) 2479851; Central Park hotel; £ 10am-6pm)
has daily budget flights to Indore and Delhi at
3.10pm and 7pm respectively.

BUS

From the bus stand (Link Rd) there are half-hourly
services to Agra (Rs 65, three hours), JThansi
(Rs 55, three hours) and Shivpuri (Rs 65, 2%
hours). Ten buses serve Indore (Rs 252, 12
hours), and there’s a night bus to Bhopal
(Rs 250, 10 hours, 8pm).

lonelyplanet.com

Fare (Rs) Duration (hr) Departure

651/1654/2224 31 11.30pm

650/960(a) 4 7.07pm

563/1406/1867 24 6.50am(1)

436/1049/1351 13 12.47am

551/1373/1818 21 10.40am
Getting Around

Cycle rickshaws (Rs 5 to 10) and autos (Rs 10
to 30) are plentiful. Brutish-looking tempos
(Rs 2 to 6) run on fixed routes.

SHIVPURI

@) 07492 / pop 146,860

Shivpuri is the old Scindia summer capital
and the site of the family’s chhatris (small,
domed Mughal kiosks), appropriately grand
memorials to the maharajas and maharanis
(see the boxed text, p667).

There is a State Bank of India ATM in
town.

Set in formal gardens east of the bus stand,
the chhatris (@ 221412; admission Rs 2; camera/video
Rs 10/30; £} 8am-noon & 3-8pm) are walk-in marble
structures with Mughal pavilions and sikharas
(Hindu spires), facing each other across a pool
with a network of walkways. The chhatri to
Madhorao Scindia, built between 1926 and
1932, is exquisitely inlaid with intricate pietra
dura (marble inlay work).

Madhav National Park ( @) 222350; Indian/foreigner
Rs 15/150, camera/video Rs 40/300, vehicle Rs 75, guide Rs
40; ¥ 6-11am & 3pm-dusk) is scattered with relics
from the Scindias’ hunting days — a shooting
box, hunting lodge and sailing club, the latter
now closed due to all the marsh crocodiles
and pythons in the artificial lake. The 355-sq-
km park hosts leopards, waterfowl, panthers,
antelope and deer, wild boar, and a caged
tigress. The 20km circuit of the park, entered
at the visitors centre 6km east of the bus stand,
takes about two hours. The best visiting time
is October to March.

Tarun Residency ( @) 508257; tarunresidencyvp@yahoo
.co.in; ITBP Gate No 2, AB Rd; r non-AC/AC from Rs 500/600, ste
Rs750; ©2)) is a basic hotel next to MM Hospital,
4km out of town towards the park. Rooms are
overpriced but cleaner than the dishevelled
reception suggests. Tourist Village (@ 223760;
tushivpuri@sancharnet.in; rnon-AC/ACRs 790/1190; (&3 ) in-



lonelyplanet.com

cludes breakfast in its prices. This breezy MP
Tourism complex with big-windowed cot-
tages and bungalows is set among the palms
and frangipani trees, overlooking the nearby
lake and park; staff can arrange trips to the
national park.

Buses leave regularly for Jhansi (Rs 52, three
hours), Gwalior (Rs 58, three hours) and, once
a day, for Bhopal (Rs 124, eight hours).

A daily passenger train between Shivpuri
and Gwalior (2nd/sleeper Rs 42/230, four
hours) leaves Shivpuri at 7.52am and Gwal-
ior at 8.15pm.

To get about and explore the park, hire a
jeep for the day (Rs 400), but beware of hotels
taking commission.

JHANSI

0517 / pop 420,665

Looking at the map, Jhansi lies at the narrow
mouth of a globular Uttar Pradesh incursion
into Madhya Pradesh. It’s in the west of the
mountainous Bundelkhand region that has long
been a hiding place for dacoits (outlaws) such
as Phoolan Devi, the ‘Bandit Queen’. Jhansi fort
bears testament to the town’s turbulent history,
but Jhansi today is mostly used by travellers as a
transit point for Orchha and Khajuraho.

History

When a raja died in 1853, his widow and suc-
cessor Rani Lakshmibai was forcibly retired by
the British (a controversial law allowed them
to take over any princely state under their
patronage if the ruler died without a male
heir). During the Indian Uprising four years
later, Rani Lakshmibai was at the forefront of
Jhansi’s rebellion. The British contingent here
was massacred, but the following year they
retook Jhansi while the rebel forces quarrelled
among themselves. The rani fled to Gwalior.
In a fatal last stand she rode out against the
British disguised as a man and subsequently
became a heroine of Indian Independence.

Orientation

The Shivpuri-Khajuraho road is the spine of
the town. The fort is 1km to the north of the
centre, the train station 2km southwest and
the bus station 3km east.

Information

Madhya Pradesh Tourism ( (&) 2442622; ¥4 10am-
6pm) At the train station, books taxis and MP Tourism
hotels, and has information about Orchha and Khajuraho.

NORTHERN MADHYA PRADESH -« Jhansi 669

Sify Cyber Café (Shivpuri Rd; per hr Rs 20; %4 10am-
10pm) Below National Bakery.

State Bank of India (@ 2330319; Elite Rd; % 10am-
4pm Mon-Fri, 10am-1pm Sat) Cashes major currencies,
and Amex travellers cheques up to Rs 10,000 per day.

The ATM (opposite the train station) accepts Visa and
MasterCard.

Uttar Pradesh Tourism Hotel Veerangana ( @) 2441267,
Shivpuri Rd; £%) 10am-5pm Mon-Sat, closed every 2nd
Sat); train station ( (@) 2442622; ¥} 10am-5pm Mon-Sat,
closed every 2nd Sat) Has information ahout Agra and
Uttar Pradesh.

Sights

JHANSI FORT

Built in 1613 by Maharaja Bir Singh Deo
of Orchha, Jhansi Fort (@ 2442325; Indian/for-
eigner Rs 5/100; ¥ dawn-dusk) still bears signs of
the blood-letting that took place within its
double walls and moat, which was inhabited
by crocodiles. Guides (Rs 100) can tell some
colourful tales.

Near the flag turret is a parapet, over which
the fleeing Rani Lakshmibai with her adopted
son mounted behind her, rode her horse. The
horse is said to have died, but the story still
seems incredible looking at the steep rocky
slope 15m below.

Elsewhere, there’s the second cannon made
in India, constructed in 1787 using eight met-
als, and a German machine gun used by the
British. Having had boiling water poured on
them from the battlements, the victorious
British later rebuilt a wall with slits for ma-
chine guns.

The British incarcerated the captured free-
dom fighters in a dingy jail and buried three
deceased fighters, two Muslims and a Hindu,
in the compound. They built themselves a
blue-spired church and left standing the tem-
ple dedicated to Shiva.

STATE MUSEUM

This museum ( @) 0510-2330035; admission Rs 2, camera
Rs 10; % 10.30am-4.30pm Tue-Sun, closed every 2nd Sun)
below the fort is a ragbag of central Indian
miniature paintings, illustrated manuscripts,
terracotta sculptures, and portraits of Rani
Lakshmibai, cricketers and politicians.

Festivals & Events

Jhansi Festival, a locally organised programme
of music, arts and dance, commences on 28
February. Jhansi is also known for the Feast
of St Jude (28 October), when thousands of
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670 NORTHERN MADHYA PRADESH .- Orchha

MAJOR TRAINS FROM JHANSI

Book accommodation online at lonelyplanet.com

Destination Train No & name Fare (Rs) Duration (hr) Departure
Chennai 2616 Grand Trunk Exp 635/1609/2159 29 1.04am
Delhi 2001 Shatabdi 735(a) 5 5.56pm
Howrah 2176/2178 Chambal Exp 547/1361/1802 22(1) 8.35am
Mumbai 2138 Punjab Mail Exp 535/1328/1753 19 12.30pm
a - chair; 1 - Tue, Wed, Fri, Sun
desperate Christian pilgrims converge on St ~ Getting Around

Jude’s Church to plead their case to the patron
saint of lost causes.

Sleeping & Eating
There is a strip of reasonable hotels on Shiv-
puri Rd.

Hotel Samrat (& 0510-2444943; Shivpuri Rd; s non-
AC/AC from Rs 275/625, d Rs 325/675; (2)) The offer
of an illicit beer is never far away in this
clean, busy hotel with the feel of a boarding
house. At the top of a leg-stretching series of
staircases, the budget rooms have squat loos
and TVs.

National Bakery (Shivpuri Rd; meals Rs 60) A fast-
food joint offering pizzas, sundaes, namkin
(savoury, often spicy, nibbles) and Chinese
dishes, all set to a soundtrack of Hindi pop
videos.

Vidhata (Elite Crossing; meals Rs 60) A tasty paneer
tikka masala (marinated cheese dish) is on
the vegetarian menu at this popular family
restaurant at a busy crossroads.

Getting There & Away

BUS

Express buses for Khajuraho leave from the
train station (Rs 96, five hours, 5.30am and
11am). The second connects with the Shat-
abdi train from Delhi; MP Tourism ( &) 2442622)
sells tickets for it. Local buses also leave the
bus stand ( @ 2445745; Khajuraho Rd) for Khajuraho
(Rs 85, six hours, 11.45am, 1.30pm, 3.45pm
and 7.30pm).

An alternative is a bus to Bamitha (Rs 80,
4% hours, frequent), then an 11km-jeep ride
(Rs 15) to Khajuraho. Frequent services go
to Shivpuri (Rs 52, three hours) and Gwalior
(Rs 55, three hours), which also stops at Datia
(Rs 20, one hour).

TAXI
Train station taxis charge Rs 1500 for a trip
to Khajuraho.

An autorickshaw from the train station to
the bus stand costs Rs 40 and to Orchha it is
Rs 150. Taxis to Orchha charge Rs 300/350 for
non-AC/AC. Tempos from the bus stand cost
Rs 10 for the 40-minute journey, and the bus
costs the same.

ORCHHA

07680 / pop 8500

Entered by a gate crowned with a red Ganesh,
Orchha’s name (Hidden Place) is singularly
appropriate. Temples, palaces and chhatris
fight their way out of the encroaching jungle,
their spires and domes overshadowing a few
ramshackle streets. At sunset, vultures peer
down from the temple tops at the Hindu faith-
ful drifting in to chant incantations to Lord
Rama, who they believe lives and breathes in
Ram Raja Temple.

History

Orchha was the capital of the Bundela rajas
from the 16th century to 1783, when they
decamped to nearby Tikamgarh. Bir Singh
Deo ruled from Orchha from 1605 to 1627
and built JThansi Fort. A favourite of Mughal
Prince Salim, he feuded with Akbar, who
all but ruined his kingdom. In 1605 Prince
Salim became Emperor Jehangir, making Bir
Singh a powerful figure, and the Jehangir
Mabhal was built for his visit the following
year. When Shah Jahan became emperor in
1627 Bir Singh was once again out of fa-
vour; his revolt was crushed by 13-year-old
Aurangzeb.

Orientation

The limpid-green Betwa River, with its
boulder-strewn riverbed, forms an eastern
boundary. A channel, mostly dry outside
monsoon time, loops around an elevated area
creating a fortifiable island on which the pal-
aces were built.
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200 m
0.1 miles

ORCHHA 0

To National h
Highway (9km); Approximate Scale 0

Betwa: River

Jhansi Rd

To Raju Bikes

(50m); Hotel Shri

Mahant (100m);

Lakshmi Narayan €320
Temple (1km)

INFORMATION
Canara Bank..
Cyber Café.
MP Tourism...
Post Office
State Bank of India ATM

SIGHTS & ACTIVITIES
Camel Stables,
Chaturbhuj Temple..
Chhatris.........
Forestry Office..
Jehangir Mahal
Khana Hammam..

Palki Mahal....... 10 A3
Phool Bagh & Hardol Memorial 11 A2
Raj Mahal............ 12 B3

Raj Praveen Mahal
Ram Raja Temple
River Rafting.
Saaket Museum
Ticket Office

SLEEPING 3
Amar Mahal..
Betwa Retreat
Bundelkhand Riverside
Fort View Guesthouse.
Hotel Sheesh Mahal....
Shri Mahant Guest House..

EATING

Bhola Restaurant
Hotel Sheesh Mahal.
RamM Raja........ccoouiiiiiiiiiiiicccc e

DRINKING
Betwa Tarang...

SHOPPING ()
Rajasthan Emporium & Indian Art Gallery............. 25 A3

TRANSPORT
AR Tours & T