



[image: ]








Contents

Trip

48 Hours in Manhattan Ginger Adams Otis

Behind the Scenes






LONELY PLANET AUTHORS

Why is our travel information the best in the world? It’s simple: our authors are independent, dedicated travelers. They don’t research using just the internet or phone, and they don’t take freebies, so you can rely on their advice being well researched and impartial. They travel widely, to all the popular spots and off the beaten track. They personally visit thousands of hotels, restaurants, cafés, bars, galleries, palaces, museums and more – and they take pride in getting all the details right, and telling it how it is. Think you can do it? Find out how at lonelyplanet.com.
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48 Hours in Manhattan




TIME

2 days

BEST TIME TO GO

Mar – Dec

START

Lower Manhattan

END

Little Korea







WHY GO Bold and brash New York is a city in flux, moving from one extreme to another in a few short blocks. In 48 hours get a feel for the unique pockets of the city, and do it like a local: on the run, riding the subways, immersed in Manhattan’s electric diversity and energy.





Start your morning with a jolt in [image: ] Lower Manhattan, where thousands of hard-charging finance types come streaming into Wall St every day, determined to make their millions. Dozens of major subway and bus lines converge here, along with the Staten Island and New Jersey ferries. Harried businesspeople with swinging briefcases will bump you along as the moribund streets come alive. Take in the morning rush over a foamy cappuccino at [image: ] Financier Patisserie, a Parisian-style bakery hidden inside the historic triangle at Pearl and Mill Lane, near Hanover Sq.



This is the heart of Old New York, where George Washington once slept, ate and worshiped – and was sworn in as the nation’s first president. The tiny byways below Wall St are crooked and cobbled, small pathways through a dizzying maze of soaring skyscrapers that eventually lead you to the main thoroughfare of Broadway.



North on Broadway you’ll pass two more remnants of pre-Revolutionary New York, [image: ] Trinity Church and [image: ] St Paul’s Chapel, where Washington had his family pew; ahead is the teeming chaos of Chinatown.



Merchants line busy [image: ] Canal St, pushing their fake Rolex watches and Louis Vuitton on jostling passersby. Follow the foot traffic east as Canal turns slightly uphill, turning north onto Elizabeth St. The din and excitement of Chinatown will gradually fade as you move into artsy [image: ] Nolita, a tiny quadrant of streets north of Little Italy. Martin Scorsese grew up on these not-so-mean streets, serving as an altar boy at the ornate marble church on the corner of Prince and Mott Sts. Long before the massive Catholic church was built in midtown, this Irish-Italian structure – the original [image: ] St Patrick’s Cathedral – was the seat of the Catholic diocese.


[image: ]





Following Prince St to the east brings you to the Bowery, one of New York’s most infamous streets. It used to be the flophouse for bums and prostitutes – you’ll see the signs of wear and tear in pockmarked graffitied buildings next to brand-new condos – but now it’s home to the avant-garde [image: ] New Museum of Contemporary Art. Constructed out of seven white boxes stacked unevenly atop each other, the light-filled museum constantly rotates exhibits, bringing emerging artists and established names and mixing them together for a cutting-edge effect.



The main byway of Nolita, leafy, residential Elizabeth St, is a polyglot of languages and cultures, and has one ancient Italian butcher shop Robert De Niro fans will recognize right away. You’ll get a taste of the diversity if you stop for lunch at [image: ] Café Colonial, a French-Brazilian fusion joint with a big, tropical mural on the outside wall and the classic Parisian tin ceiling inside.



Across Houston St and heading east, you are walking the border between the funky Lower East Side on your right and the iconic East Village on your left. When you come across Ave C, head north, into what used to be called [image: ] Alphabet City. Comprising Aves A, B, C and D, these four streets entered pop culture lore as the backdrop to the Broadway smash, Rent, the story of young creative types struggling to make art (and the rent) in pre-gentrification New York. This was formerly a drug ghetto full of tenement squats but there are new signs of life along these prettied-up avenues, like the bluesy bar [image: ] Louis 649, on the 1st floor of a restored townhouse, with hardwood floors, a resident pit bull and a louche, speakeasy feel. The [image: ] 6th & B community garden is a green space that the city let founder in the 1990s, but which was reclaimed by local residents who turned it into the glowing, fragrant urban oasis it is now. It’s fronted by a wrought-iron gate with a half-dozen handprints in it – signifying the “hands on” attitude of the garden keepers – and inside has fruit trees, flowering shrubs, small vegetable plots and a towering, 37ft sculpture of recycled “street treasures” found around the city.



Ave B also leads into [image: ] Tompkins Square Park, the center of ’60s rebellion where Jimi Hendrix once gave an outdoor concert and birth-control advocate Margaret Sanger roiled crowds with fiery feminist rhetoric in the 1900s. Now the park’s known more for its graceful weeping willows, park benches where neighborhood elders sit, and strong community vibe.



St Marks Pl W passes tattoo parlors and the few remaining punk-rock record stores to 4th St. South along Second Ave, to 2nd St, and one block east, take note of the name – you’re on Joey Ramone Pl, named after the legendary rocker from The Ramones.



At the intersection of Bowery and Bleecker, you can stop for the night at the [image: ] Bowery Hotel, where red-tasseled gold keys unlock doors leading to Moroccan-inspired rooms with king-size beds, ornate gold fixtures, swirling ceiling fans and floor-to-ceiling windows. For a bite, slip into the rustic [image: ] Gemma, an Italian trattoria with rough-edged wooden tables and wicker baskets hanging from wide brown beams in the ceiling.



Wake up to a brisk walk uptown to [image: ] Union Square, a buzzing public meeting place marked by a statue of Gandhi on the southeast corner, and an open-air greenmarket most mornings. Then it’s onto the subway and up to the historic neighborhood of Harlem for some shopping along 125th St. If you exit the subway at Lexington Ave and 125th St you can work your way west along the busy commercial street, flanked by big-name chain stores and street vendors selling incense, shea butter and perfumes imported from Africa.



South down Lenox Ave you’ll pass the famous [image: ] Lenox Lounge on your left – James Baldwin, Malcolm X and Fidel Castro are just a few of the celebrated patrons who’ve tossed back a few while listening to jazz in the back room. Lenox Ave is a wide, breezy boulevard flanked by glorious brownstones and several churches, most of which have fallen on hard times. At the intersection of 116th, at the [image: ] Malcolm Shabazz Market, African merchants sell dashikis and wooden carvings. Across Lenox to the west is [image: ] Amy Ruth’s, the reigning queen of soul food, and a top spot for lunch. Amy Ruth’s most famous culinary contribution is fried chicken on waffles (with syrup); it goes perfectly with the small restaurant’s Southern charm and checkerboard floors and tablecloths.



You can continue exploring Harlem by heading west to Amsterdam Ave, then south into Morningside Heights, a quiet neighborhood full of Spanish families and Columbia students. The tall Byzantine arches of the [image: ] Cathedral of St John the Divine rise above the squat apartment buildings, inviting you to step inside the Romanesque-style granite and limestone structure. It’s a century old, but still not complete – blame those pesky spires, almost impossible to get up. Inside you’ll find several rose-colored stained-glass windows and the little-visited Poets Corner, a section of wall dedicated to American writers including Robert Frost, Walt Whitman and Edna St Vincent Millay.




MOBY’S NYC

He’s a musician, DJ, producer, activist, vegan – and New Yorker. Moby takes us on tour of his favorite hometown haunts.

Tompkins Square Park is a tiny, sun-drenched park that is a microcosm of New York’s diversity. “You’ll see punk rockers sleeping off their hangovers, hippies playing guitar, Russian immigrants playing chess, Puerto Rican guys on percussion, corporate lawyers pushing $800 strollers,” says Moby of his favorite spot to hang out and listen to his iPod. Monday nights, Arlene’s Grocery, a dive bar near Moby’s Lower East Side home, showcases rock ’n’ roll karaoke. “I’m a very provincial person,” says Moby, who was drafted to play guitar in the karaoke band. “The appeal of a place is largely determined by its distance from my apartment.” As such, Moby’s rock side project The Little Deaths made its debut at Arlene’s. When working on music at 3am, Moby often heads to the oldest part of Chinatown (Mott St, south of Canal St) and literally loses himself in his city. “Most of the city is built on a grid system, so this is one of the only places you can do that. All the signs are in Cantonese or Mandarin and the streets are narrow and winding…I’ll listen to my headphones, walk around and just get totally lost.”

Unpredictability is the secret weapon of the Slipper Room, a delectably gaudy East Village cabaret. “You never know what you’re going to get there, it might be some terrible band or a bizarre, fantastic burlesque show,” says Moby, who is routinely dragged on stage to perform. “Get a couple of drinks in me and I’m shameless.”

Simona Rabinovitch







At 96th St you can hop back on the subway and skip down to [image: ] Little Korea, conveniently next to [image: ] Macy’s department store, in case you had a hankering to ride its old, wooden escalators. Little Korea is centered on 32nd St between Fifth Ave and Broadway, and its noisy, frantic activity goes 24-7. While you walk the street, watching fast-moving chefs preparing the day’s meals in open windows, stop at [image: ] Hun Gallery, a light-filled 2nd-floor space that fills its 2000 sq ft with delicate water paintings, eclectic installations and all manner of modern art. Nearby is the small [image: ] Lee Young Hee Korea Museum, displaying a collection of Korean clothing, with special emphasis on the brightly colored silks of the ceremonial hanbok.



There’s no leaving Little Korea without indulging in the preferred local pastime: it’s time to loosen up the pipes at [image: ] Grammy Karaoke. On the floor above Wonjo, itself a crowded and popular 24-hour Korean BBQ spot, Grammy has private rooms for the vocally challenged and liquor readily available to get the party started. If you don’t want to sing but like to watch, sit in the main room where the action is – in Korean, of course.



An all-night songfest is a fitting end to a whirlwind visit to the city that never sleeps – an old cliché that’s certainly true in K-town.

Ginger Adams Otis

 




TRIP INFORMATION



GETTING THERE

Regional train, bus and ferry lines all feed into Manhattan, as does the subway.



DO

Cathedral of St John the Divine

Highlights: the Great Rose Window and Great Organ. [image: ] 212-316-7540; www.stjohndivine.org; Amsterdam Ave at 112th St; admission free; [image: ] 7am-6pm Mon-Sat, 7am-7pm Sun

Hun Gallery

More than 2000 sq ft of light-filled space showcasing modern art and more. [image: ] 212-594-1312; www.hungallery.org; 12 W 32nd St; admission free; [image: ] 11am-6pm Tue-Sat

Lee Young Hee Korea Museum

Brightly colored ceremonial silk hanboks and other traditional garb are on display. [image: ] 212-560-0722; www.lyhkm.org; 2 W 32nd St; admission free; [image: ] 11am-6pm Mon-Sat

Macy’s

An old-fashioned department store stocked with modern designs. [image: ] 212-695-4400; www.macys.com; 151 W 34th St; [image: ] 10am-9:30pm Mon-Sat, 11am-8:30pm Sun

New Museum of Contemporary Art

The city’s sole museum for contemporary art. [image: ] 212-219-1222; www.newmuseum.org; 235 Bowery St; admission $12; [image: ] noon-6pm Wed, Sat & Sun, to 9pm Thu & Fri

St Paul’s Chapel

George Washington worshiped here, as did hundreds after 9/11. [image: ] 212-233-4164; www.saintpaulschapel.org; 209 Broadway at Fulton St; [image: ] 10am-6pm

EAT

Amy Ruth’s

Classic soul food. [image: ] 212-280-8779; www.amyruthsharlem.com; 113 W 116th St; mains $12-18; [image: ] open daily, hours vary

Café Colonial

Green palms painted on the wall and big wooden tables make this café fresh and fun. [image: ] 212-274-0044; www.cafecolonialny.com; 73 W Houston St; mains $10-28; [image: ] 11am-10pm; [image: ]

Financier Patisserie

A bit of the West Bank on Wall St. [image: ] 212-344-5600; www.financierpastries.com; 62 Stone St; mains $4-12; [image: ] 7am-8pm Mon-Fri, 8:30am-6pm Sat; [image: ]

Gemma

A lovely trattoria with late-night hours, serving seafood, pasta and antipasto. [image: ] 212-505-9100; www.theboweryhotel.com; 335 Bowery; mains $15-39; [image: ] 11am-midnight

DRINK

Grammy Karaoke

Take the tiny elevator up to this Korean karaoke hideaway that never closes. [image: ] 212-629-7171; 23 W 32nd St; [image: ] 2pm-6am

Lenox Lounge

The red facade with silver lettering is an iconic image in Harlem, and the back-room jazz worth the $15 cover. [image: ] 212-427-0253; www.lenoxlounge.com; 288 Lenox Ave; [image: ] noon-3:30am

Louis 649

No cover to see the jazz, but the musicians expect tips at this couch-filled, cream-walled hangout. [image: ] 212-673-1190; www.louis649.com; 649 E 9th St; [image: ] 6pm-4am

SLEEP

Bowery Hotel

Done up like a sultan’s modern palace, the Bowery attracts celebrity crowds. [image: ] 212-505-9100; www.theboweryhotel.com; 335 Bowery; r $550



USEFUL WEBSITES

www.nyc.gov

www.nycvisit.com
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This book features trips from the original six titles in this series. Those trips were written by Ginger Adams Otis, Catherine Bodry, Jeff Campbell, Nate Cavalieri, Gregor Clark, Adam Karlin, Beth Kohn, Mariella Krause, Josh Krist, Emily Matchar, Bradley Mayhew, Kevin Raub, Adam Skolnick, Ryan Ver Berkmoes and Wendy Yanagihara. This guidebook was commissioned in Lonely Planet’s Oakland office and produced by the following:

Commissioning Editor Jennye Garibaldi

Coordinating Editor Kirsten Rawlings

Coordinating Cartographer Corey Hutchison

Coordinating Layout Designer Nicholas Colicchia

Managing Editor Bruce Evans

Managing Cartographers David Connolly, Alison Lyall

Managing Layout Designer Celia Wood

Assisting Editors Sarah Bailey, Kate James, Helen Koehne, Nigel Chin, Jeanette Wall

Assisting Layout Designer Jim Hsu
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