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PREFACE

The History of Atlantis may, in the light of our present
knowledge of Plato’s sunken island, appear as a somewhat
presumptuous title for a work, the object of which is to
present a general outline of what is known concerning
Atlantean civilisation. But it is my earnest wish to place
the study upon a scientific basis, and in so doing I attach
the description of “history” to this work in the hope
that the mere invocation of such a name will endow it
with the spirit which should inspire all histories—a desire
to arrive at fundamental truth by every available means.

The volumes which I have already published on the
subject have met with such widespread acceptance, and
for the most part with such kindly and catholic criticism,
that I am emboldened to proceed a step farther, and to
attempt to cast the evidences of Atlantean civilisation,
which I have already gathered into something resembling
a historical narrative. Such an account, I am the first
to admit, must have as many lacunz as it has facts, and
must rely in large measure upon analogy and often upon
pure surmise. But in the first chapter of this volume I
have explained my reasons for employing certain methods
of approach which may seem too unfamiliar to the his-
torian to meet with his ready acceptance.

In the present volume I have arrived at many conclu-
sions, and have brought forward much evidence which
did not appear in my former works on the subject of
Atlantis. For example, I have shown that the story of
Atlantis, as painted upon the peplum of Pallas at the
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Athenian festival, has a very definite bearing upon the
credibility of Plato’s narrative, pre-dating it as it did by
more than a century. I have also demonstrated that,
so far from being mythical, the Egyptian sources from
which Plato drew his material were very real indeed, and
that he himself visited Egypt.

Again, I have, I think, thrown much new light on the
character of the Atlantean invasion of Europe, on the exact
site of Atlantis, and especially on the great amount of
evidence for the former existence of the island-continent
which survives in British and Irish folklore and tradition.
British tradition, indeed, is the touchstone of Atlantean
history, and the identification of Lyonesse with Atlantis,
and the grouping of Atlas with the British gods, Albion
and Iberius, should go far to prove the ancient association
of our islands with the sunken continent.

But it is from the acceptance of my theory of the exist-
ence of a definite Atlantean culture-complex, embodying
certain peculiar and associated customs, that I hope to
gain converts to the belief in a former widespread Atlan-
tean civilisation having cultural outposts in Western
Europe and Eastern America, and connected with the
motherland by way of the intervening islands. It is in
this theory, I feel, that the strongest case for the pre-
existence of Atlantis resides, and I confidently present
it to my readers in the certainty that they will favourably
consider a hypothesis which I devoutly believe approaches
within measurable distance of the truth.

LeEwis SPENCE.

66 Arden Street,

Edinburgh.
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THE
HISTORY OF ATLANTIS

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTORY

A History oF ATLANTIS must differ from all other his-
tories, for the fundamental reason that it seeks to record
the chronicles of a country the soil of which is no longer
available for examination to the archzologist. If, through
some cataclysm of nature, the Italian peninsula had been
submerged in the green waters of the Mediterranean at
a period subsequent to the fall of Rome, we would still
have been in possession of much documentary evidence
concerning the growth and ascent of the Roman Empire.
At the same time, the soil upon which that empire flour-
ished, the ponderable remains of its civilisation and its
architecture, would have been for ever lost to us save as
regards their colonial manifestations. We should, in a
great measure, have been forced to glean our ideas of
Latin pre-eminence from those institutions which it
founded in other lands, and from those traditions of it
which remained at the era of its disappearance among
the unlettered nations surrounding it.

But great as would be the difficulties attending
such an enterprise, these would, indeed, be negligible
when compared with the task of groping through the
mists of the ages in quest of the outlines of chronicle
and event which tell of a civilisation plunged into the
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2 The History of Atlantis

abysses of ocean nearly nine thousand years before
the foundation of the Eternal City. Before a task
so stupendous the student of history might well stand
dismayed. A sunken Rome, an earthquake-shattered
Athens, would have bequeathed a thousand corroborative
documents. Had Babylon or the entire Egyptian valley
sunk out of sight a thousand years before the birth of
Christ they would still have left behind them the witness
of their trade with the Mediterranean, their pottery and
other artifacts would have been found in Crete and
Cyprus. Even so, let it be remembered, that the very
site of Nineveh was forgotten, that until a century ago
only the barest outlines of Babylonian and Egyptian
history were known to us, that their written hieroglyphs
were undecipherable. Is it too much to expect, then,
that an archzology which has been equal to the task of
reconstructing the details of civilisations over which time
had cast a depth of shadows profound as that of ocean,
should not be competent to approach the discussion of
the more tangled problems connected with the recon-
struction of the history of a continent which has been
submerged for twice as long as ancient Egypt endured?

It is here that it becomes necessary to say something
regarding the writer’s own views on the subject of his-
torical science. It must be manifest how great a part
inspiration has played in the disentangling of archzo-
logical problems during the past century. By the aid of
inspiration, as much as by that of mere scholarship, the
hieroglyphs of Egypt and the cuneiform script of Baby-
lon were unriddled. Was it not inspiration which unveiled
to Schliemann the exact site of Troy before he excavated
. it? Inspirational methods, indeed, will be found to be
those of the Archzology of the Future. The Tape-
Measure School, dull and full of the credulity of incredu-
lity, is doomed.



Introductory %

Analogy is the instrument of inspiration, and, if wielded
truly, is capable of extraordinary results. Even now
Archzology and Folklore are almost entirely dependent
for their results upon analogy. Only by comparison can
we cast light upon the nature of unexplained customs and
objects, and in this volume the analogical method will be
largely employed because it provides us with a fitting
probe by whose aid we may pierce the hard crusts of
oblivion which have gathered around the facts of Atlan-
tean history.

Facts! Are we in possession of any facts relating to
Atlantis? Is the very title, 4 History of Atlantis, not an
insult to the intelligence of most readers? If, on coming
to the end of this book—should he reach the end—the
reader cannot agree that a very fair case has been made out
for the former existence of Plato’s island-continent, he
will at least admit that the mere interest of the subject is
sufficiently intriguing to permit of hypotheses being erected
in its favour. But that a basis of indisputable fact lies at
the roots of the Atlantean theory the writer stoutly main-
tains, and he pleads that in face of such an array of testi-
mony as he has brought together it is merely childish to
refuse belief to the main details of Plato’s story.

For that it is founded on material, historical or tradi-
tional evidence, of still more ancient provenance is mani-
fest from the possibility of equating the statements made
in it concerning the geography, customs and religion of
Atlantis with those of neighbouring regions. It is
possible to take Plato’s account of Atlantis, piece by piece,
and compare the statements made therein with similar
historical and archzological data, to the complete vindica-
tion of his narrative.

And let it be said at once that Plato did not intend his
account of Atlantean affairs as allegorical or mythical.
That ancient plea is completely disposed of elsewhere in
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this book. There is reason to regard his narrative as more
definitely related to fact than, say, Geoffrey of Monmouth’s
Historia Britonum, in which the pure ore of history is
mingled with tradition. That he received it from an
Egyptian source is undoubted, and there is no more reason
to suspect the bona fides of his narrative than there is to
doubt those of any other account of antiquity in which
history shades off into tradition.

- Tradition, it is now being recognised, is, if used with
sufficient safeguards, quite as capable of furnishing the
historian with trustworthy data as the best attested docu-
mentary evidence. Within recent years we have seen the
figure of our British Arthur, once dim and mysterious,
slowly emerge from the mists of legend and take on the
qualities and appearance of humanity. The writer can
remember when Menes, the first King of the First Dy-
nasty of Egypt, was regarded as purely mythical, whereas
he is now known to have existed and to have had fairly
numerous forerunners. Even in the month in which these
lines are written comes extraordinary evidence from
Syria of the discovery of a sculptured head of Christ dat-
ing from the second century, and of the finding in the
Russian Cyrillic versions of Josephus of a pen-picture of
the great Founder of Christianity, which together com-
pletely destroy the arguments of those who have sought
to prove the mythical character of our Redeemer. During
this month, too, it has been conclusively prayed that the
bodies of Peter and Paul actually rest beneath the pave-
ment of St. Peter’s at Rome. We all recall the manner
in which we laughed at Sir Harry Johnstone’s ‘‘ mythical ”
okapi, before it was found, killed and stuffed for exhibi-
tion, and how we sneered at Mr. Hesketh Pritchard’s giant
sloth until that notable traveller discovered its stable and
a large piece of its skin in Patagonia. All these were
‘“‘traditions” to some, truths to others.
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The bare idea of an Atlantis as described by Plato has
been met with derision by generations of archaologists,
simply because no direct documentary evidence relating
to its existence survived. But can one reasonably expect
direct documentary evidence of a civilisation which totally
disappeared more than eleven thousand years ago? It is
manifest that another kind of proof than the documentary
must be drawn upon to justify the existence of such a
culture. Do we find in the countries which must have
been contiguous to Atlantis the vestiges of such civilisa-
tion as Plato only too briefly outlines? It is the purpose of
this book to try to prove that we do. In the final chapter
it will be shown that what the writer has called ‘““the
Atlantean complex” displays an association of custom,
rite and tradition which, as regards its amalgam of peculiar
conditions, is displayed in no other part of the globe save
that which stretches between the shores of Western
Europe and Eastern America. On the coastal tracts of
these countries and in their insular outposts can be traced
a cultural complex, the separate existence of which clearly
demonstrates that it must have emanated from some region
in the Atlantic which now no longer exists.

It is, the writer is convinced, by such a treatment of the
Atlantis tradition that its verity will ultimately be justified.
The Atlantean theory has received considerable damage
from the wild assertions of enthusiasts, and perhaps from
the frequently over-enthusiastic efforts of the writer him-
self. But to approach it as certain archaologists approach,
say, the problems of pre-history, is to adopt a method
extraordinarily vain and futile, for, as has already been said,
it is only by the aid of imagination and inspirational pro-
cesses that a problem of such peculiarity and extraordinary
complexity can ever be unravelled. Great archzological
discoveries on land are frequently made by accident, as in
the case of the epoch-making finds at Cr6-Magnon and
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Mas d’Azil. But to wait upon the ocean to disgorge her
secrets is to wait upon eternity. Let not the archaologist
then, professional or otherwise, look with too unfriendly
an eye upon a quest which has yet to grope among methods,
and hazard many a folly and many a piece of empiricism
ere it discover the instruments peculiarly applicable to its
needs. No scientist now sneers at what may seem the
crazy methods by which generations of alchemists built up
chemical science and steered it to a safe haven among the
exact sciences, and it is freely admitted that we are still
in the ‘“‘alchemical” stage of Atlantean archaology. The
professional archzologist may encounter a hundred things
he dislikes and contemns in this history. He may, and
probably will, deny it the very name of history. If he does
so, I will not feel at all discountenanced, because I am per-
suaded that the wildest guess often comes as near the
target as the most cautious statement when one is dealing
with profundities. Not that I desire to multiply or en-
courage the haphazard method in the particular sphere of
Atlantean archzology, but that I greatly sympathise with
that friend of Edison’s who, on being told by the inventor
that there was no solvent for uric acid, returned to his
laboratory, mixed all the drugs it contained with the ob-
noxious poison—and found that eleven of them did dissolve
it!

So much for method. We have now to consider the
narrative of Plato concerning Atlantis, and then to compare
it with other and later classical allusions to the mysterious
island-continent in the Atlantic.
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CHAPTERJII
THE SOURCES OF ATLANTEAN HisTOry

I—THE WRITINGS OF PLATO

THE Timeeus and Critias of Plato constitute not only the
fullest, but by far the most important body of historical
evidence regarding Atlantis which we possess. As the
available translations of those passages in Plato’s works
which have reference to Atlantis seem to leave a good deal
to be desired, I have carefully compiled a new version of
them, basing my account of the Timeus on the translations
of Jowett (The Dialogues of Plato), and of R. D. Archer-
Hind, and founding my version of the Critias on that of the
Abbé Jolibois (Dissertation sur I'Atlantide, Lyons, 1846)
and the excellent French translation of P. Negris (La ques-
tion de I’ Atlantis de Platon, Congres internat. d’archéol.
Athens, 1905). By a careful collation of these translations
I believe I have produced an account which will prove of
greater general use to students of the Atlantean problem
than any at present existing in English. This account
must not be regarded as a translation, but rather as a com-
pilation of translations of the Platonic account of Atlantis.
At the same time I have taken all due care to avoid doing
violence in any way to the original, which, in the following
pages, is not rendered in its entirety, though very nearly
so, no fact of importance having been omitted.

Plato’s account of the Timeus is in dialogue form.
Socrates, Hermocrates, Critias and Timeus have fore-
gathered for the purpose of philosophical debate, and

7
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Socrates reminds Critias that he promised them a tale which
might prove acceptable ‘‘for the festival of the goddess.”

Hermocrates : Indeed, Socrates, as Timezus said, we
will do our utmost, nor can we excuse ourselves from the
promise. Yesterday, indeed, on leaving this place, when
we reached the guest-chamber at the house of Critias,
where we are staying, we were discussing this very matter.
Critias then told us a story from old tradition, which you
had better repeat now, Critias, to Socrates, that he may
help us to judge whether it will answer our purpose.

Critias : Agreed, if Timzus is pleased.

Timeceus : 1 quite agree.

Critias : Listen then, Socrates, to a tale which, strange
though it be, is yet perfectly true, as Solon, the wisest of
the seven, once said. He was a relation and friend of
Dropidas, my great-grandfather, as he tells us himself in
his poems, and Dropidas assured my grandfather, Critias,
who, when an old man, repeated it to us, that there were
great and marvellous exploits achieved by Athens in the
days of old, which, through lapse of time and in the course
of generations, have vanished from memory. The most
remarkable is one which it would be fitting for us to
narrate, and so at once discharge our debt of gratitude to
you and also praise the goddess at the time of her festival
by a pzan in her honour.

Socrates : A capital proposal. But what was this feat
which Critias described on the authority of Solon as
actually performed of old by this city, though unrecorded
in history ? ,

Critias : 1 will tell you an old story which I heard from
an aged man, for Critias was then nearly ninety years of
age, while I was about ten. It happened to be the
‘““children’s day” of the Apaturia,! and, as was customary,

1 A festival in honour of Dionysius, held in October, at which the
young were enrolled in their clan.
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the boys enjoyed their pastime, our fathers giving us
rewards for declaiming poetry. Much poetry by several
authors was recited and, since that of Solon had the virtue
of novelty, many of the children sang his poems. Then
one of the kinsmen remarked (whether he believed so or
merely wished to please Critias) that he considered that
Solon was not only the wisest of mankind, but also the
greatest of all poets. The old man was gratified, and said
smiling : ‘“ Yes, Amynandros, if he had not regarded poetry
merely as a side-issue, but had addressed himself seriously
to it, and if he had completed the account which he carried
from Egypt, instead of being compelled to leave it un-
written by reason of the troubles which he found here on
his return, I am of opinion that neither Hesiod nor Homer
nor any other poet would have enjoyed so much fame as he.”
““What account was that, Critias?”’ asked Amynandros.
‘It referred to a mighty achievement,” he replied, “‘and
one which deserved to be exalted throughout the world, a
great deed which our city actually performed, but, owing
to time and the destruction of the doers thereof, the story
has not come down to our days.”
““Tell us from the beginning,’”” said the other, ‘“ the tale that
Solon told, and how and from whom he received it as true.”
“There is in Egypt,” said Critias, “in the Delta, at the
head of which the river Nile divides, a province called
Sais, and the chief city of this province is also Sais, the
birthplace of Amasis, the king. The founder of this city is
a goddess whose name in the Egyptian tongue is Neith, and
in Greek, as the Egyptians say, Athena. The people of
Sais are great lovers of the Athenians and claim a certain
kinship with us. Now when Solon sojourned in this city
he was most honourably entreated by its people, and when
he inquired concerning ancient things of the priests who
were most learned therein, he found that neither he nor any
other Greek knew anything about such matters. And
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when he wished to lead them on to talk of ancient times,
he told them of the oldest legends of Greece, of Phoroneus,
who was called the first man, and of Niobe, of the tale of
Deucalion and Pyrrha, how they survived after the deluge,
and he reckoned up their descendants, and tried, by calcu-
lating the periods, to count up the number of years that
passed during the events he related. Then said one of the
priests, 2 man well stricken in years: *“O Solon, Solon, ye
Greeks are but children, and there is no Grecian who is an
old man.” And when Solon heard this, he said: “What
mean you by this?” And the priest said: “Ye are all
young in your souls; for ye have not any old tradition, any
ancient belief nor knowledge that is hoary with age. And
the reason of it is this: many have been the destructions of
mankind, and many shall be. The greatest are by fire and
by water, but besides these there are lesser ones. For,
indeed, the tale that is also told among you, how that
Phaethon yoked his father’s chariot, and, for that he could
not drive in his father’s path, he burnt up all things upon
earth and was himself smitten by a thunderbolt and slain;
this story has the air of a fable; but the truth concerning
it is related to a deviation of the bodies that move round the
earth in the heavens, whereby at long intervals of time a
destruction through fire of the things that are upon earth
occurs. Thus do those who dwell on mountains and in
high places and in dry perish more easily than those who
live beside rivers and by the sea. Now the Nile, which is
our preserver, saves us also from this distress by releasing
his springs, but when the gods send a flood upon the earth,
lustrating her with waters, those in the mountains are
saved, the neatherds and shepherds, but the inhabitants
of the cities in your land are swept by the rivers into the
sea. But in this land at no time does water fall upon the
-fields, but the reverse occurs, and all rises up by nature
from below. Wherefore the legends preserved here are



Sources of Atlantean History 11

the most ancient on record. The truth is that in all
places, where great cold or heat does not forbid, there are
ever human beings, now more, now fewer. Now whether
at Athens or in Egypt, or in any other known place any-
thing noble or great or otherwise notable has occurred, we
have written down and preserved an account of it from
ancient times in our temple here. But with you and other
nations the commonwealth has only just been discovered,
the use of letters and the other commodities that cities
require, and after the wonted term of years, like a recurring
sickness, comes rushing on them the torrent from heaven,
and it leaves only the unlettered and untaught among you,
so that, as it were, ye become young again with a new birth,
knowing nought of what happened in ancient times either
in our country or in yours.!

“For example, these genealogies, Solon, which you just
now recounted of the people of your country, are little
better than children’s tales. For in the first place ye
remember but one deluge, whereas there had been many
before it; and again ye know now that the fairest and
noblest race among mankind lived once in your country,
whence ye sprang, and all your city which now is, from a
very little seed that of old was left over. Ye know it not,
because the survivors lived and died for many generations
without utterance in writing. For, once upon a time,
Solon, far back beyond the greatest destruction by waters,
that which is now the city of the Athenians was foremost
both in war and in all besides, and her laws were exceedingly
righteous above all cities. Her deeds and her government
are said to have been the noblest whereof the report has
come to our ears.”

1 The priest means to say that the destruction of ancient records is
due to seismic causes or to floods, and that as the Egyptians are preserved
from both by the Nile and the absence of rainfall, their population is
continuous and their monuments and records escape destruction. This,
of course, could not refer to Greece.
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And Solon said that on hearing this he was astonished,
and used all urgency in entreating the priest to relate to
him from beginning to end all about these ancient citizens.

So the priest said: “O, Solon, I will tell it for thy sake
and for the sake of thy city, and for the honour of the god-
dess who was the owner and nurse and instructress both of
your city and of ours, for she founded yours earlier by a
thousand years, having taken the seed of you from Earth
and Hephaistos, and ours in later time. And the date of
our city’s foundation is recorded in our sacred writings to
be eight thousand years ago. But concerning the citi-
zens of Athens nine thousand years ago, I will briefly in-
form you of their laws and of the noblest of the deeds
which they performed. The precise truth concerning
everything we will examine in due order hereafter, taking
the actual records at our leisure.

““Regard the Hellenic laws in comparison with those of
Egypt, for you will find here at the present day many exam-
ples of the laws which then existed among you:—first the
separation of the priestly caste from the rest; next the
distinction of the craftsmen, that each kind plies its own
craft by itself and mixes not with another; and the class of
shepherds and hunters and of husbandmen are set apart;
and that of the warriors, too, you have surely noticed, is
here sundered from all other classes; for they are expected
to study the art of war, and nothing else. Again there is the
custom of their arming with spears and shields, wherewith
we have been the first men in Asia ! to arm ourselves, for
the goddess taught this to us, as she did first to you in that
country of yours. Again as regards knowledge, you see
how cautious our law is in its underlying principles,
examining the laws of nature till it arrives at divination and
medicine, the object of which is health, drawing from these

1 In Plato’s time Egypt was regarded as a part of Asia. Indeed, all
Africa was sometimes spoken of as a part of Asia.
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divine studies, lessons useful for human requirements and
adding to these all the allied sciences. Thus the goddess
established you when she founded your nation first, fixing
the spot in which ye were born, because she saw that the
equal temperament of its seasons would render its people
most intelligent. As the goddess was a patroness of war
and erudition, she selected the place that should produce
men resembling herself, and in it she planted your race.
Thus, then, did ye dwell governed by such laws as I have
described, and even better still, surpassing all men in
excellence.

““Many and mighty are the deeds of your city set down
for the admiration of humanity. And there is one which
for greatness and nobility surpasses all the rest. For our
chronicles tell of a great adversary your city conquered
of old, a power which advanced in wanton insolence upon
all Europe and Asia together, issuing yonder from the
Atlantic Ocean. For in those days the sea there could be
crossed, since it had an island before the mouth of the
strait, which is called, as ye say, the Pillars of Hercules.
Now this island was greater than Libya and Asia together;?!
and, therefrom, there was passage for the seafarers of those
times to the other islands, and from the islands to all the
opposite continent which bounds that ocean truly named.
For these regions that lie within the strait aforesaid seem
to be but a bay having a narrow entrance; but the other is
ocean verily, and the land surrounding it may with fullest
truth and fitness be named a continent. In this island,
Atlantis, arose a great and marvellous might of kings, rul-
ing over all the island itself, and many other islands, and
parts of the mainland; and besides these, of the lands east
of the strait they governed Libya as far as Egypt, and
Europe to the borders of Etruria. So all this power
gathered itself together, and your country and ours and the

1 Plato here means, of course, North Africa and Asia Minor.
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whole region within the strait it sought with one single
swoop to enslave. Then, O Solon, did the power of your
city shine forth in all men’s eyes, glorious in valour and
strength. For, being foremost upon earth in courage and
the arts of war, sometimes she was leader of the Hellenes,
sometimes she stood alone perforce when the rest fell away
from her; and after being brought into the uttermost perils,
she vanquished the invaders and triumphed over them,
and the nations that were not yet enslaved she preserved
from slavery; while the rest of us who dwell this side the
Pillars of Hercules, all did she set free with ungrudging
hand. But in later time, after there had been exceeding
great earthquakes and floods, there fell one day and night
of destruction; and the warriors in your land all in one body
were swallowed up by the earth, and in like manner did the
island Atlantis sink beneath the sea and vanish away.
Wherefore to this day the ocean there is impassable and
unsearchable, being blocked by very shallow shoals, which
the island caused as she settled down.

“You have heard this brief statement, Socrates, of what
the ancient Critias reported that he heard from Solon, and
when you were speaking yesterday about the constitution
and the men whom you described, I was amazed as I called
to mind the story I have just told you, remarking how by
some miraculous coincidence most of your account agreed
unerringly with the description of Solon. I was unwilling,
however, to say anything at the moment, for after so long
a time my memory was at fault. I conceived, therefore,
that I must not speak until I had thoroughly gone over the
whole story by myself. Accordingly I was quick to accept
the task you imposed on us yesterday, thinking that for the
most arduous part of all such undertakings, I mean supply-
ing a story fitly corresponding to our intentions, we should
befairly well provided. So then, as Hermocrates said, as
soon as ever I departed hence yesterday, I began to repeat
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the legend to our friends as I remembered it; and when I
got home I recovered nearly the whole of it by thinking it
over at night. How true is the saying that what we learn
in childhood has a wonderful hold on the memory. Of
what I heard yesterday I know not if I could call to mind
the whole; but though it is so very long since I heard this
tale, I should be surprised if a single point in it has escaped
me. It was with much boyish delight that I listened at the
time, and the old man was glad to instruct me (for I asked
a great many questions); so that it is indelibly fixed in my
mind, like those encaustic pictures which cannot be effaced.
And T narrated the story to the rest the first thing in the
morning, that they might share my affluence of words.
Now, therefore, to return to the object of all our conversa-
tion, I am ready to speak, Socrates, not only in general
terms, but entering into details, as I heard it. The citi-
zens and the city which you yesterday described to us as
in a fable we will transfer to the sphere of reality and to
our own country, and we will suppose that ancient Athens
is your ideal commonwealth, and say that the citizens
whom you imagined are those veritable forefathers of ours
of whom the priest spoke. They will fit exactly, and there
will be nothing discordant in saying that they were the
men who lived in those days.” And dividing the work
between us, we will all endeavour to render an appropriate
fulfilment of your injunctions. So you must consider,
Socrates, whether this story of ours satisfies you, or whether
we must look for another in its stead.”

Socrates : How could we change it for the better, Critias ?
It is specially appropriate to this festival of the goddess,
owing to its connexion with her ; while the fact that it is no
fictitious tale, but a true history, is surely a great point.
How shall we find other such citizens if we relinquish
these? It cannot be; so with Fortune’s favour do you

speak on, while I, in requital for my discourse of yester-
C .
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day, have in my turn the privilege of listening in

silence.” *

So far the Timeus.

The next passage in Plato’s works which has reference
to Atlantis is his Critias, which purports to be an account
by a person of that name of the circumstances of life in
Atlantis, as recounted by Solon to Dropidas, the speaker’s
great-grandfather? Nine thousand years before Solon’s
day, or about g600 B.C., war broke out between the nations
within the Pillars of Hercules and those beyond them.
Athens placed herself at the head of the Eastern peoples,
and the Kings of the isle of Atlantis led the Western races.
Atlantis was an isle greater than Asia (Asia Minor) and
Lybia (North Africa) together, but it was swallowed up by
a convulsion of the earth, and its site is now marked by
dangerous quicksands which render the sea-routes in that
region unnavigable.

At this early period Athens was possessed of extensive
territories, her lands were fertile, and her inhabitants
numerous, As regards the Atlanteans, Critias explains to
his hearers that he must render the names of their heroes
into Greek. Solon, who had written an account of their
history in verse, found that the priests of Sais had already
given these names an Egyptian aspect. He would thus
take a similar liberty, but would retain their significance.
His ancestor had possessed an account of these things in
writing, but he, Critias, was compelled to rely on his mem-
ory for the facts, which he had heard in childhood, and
which had deeply impressed themselves on his mind.

1 Critias means to say that he was struck by the similarity of the ideal
state as described by Socrates, to Athens, as shown in Solon’s story.
He, therefore, made an effort to recall every circumstance of that story in
the hope that it would serve, Socrates’ purpose to illustrate his imaginary

commonwealth. After this, Critias proceeds to expound the order of
the universe before the creation of mankind.

2 It is, indeed, an amplification of Critias’s account of Atlantis in the
Timaeus.
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The gods divided the earth into portions, both great and
small, and to Poseidon or Neptune, god of the sea, had
been awarded the isle of Atlantis, where he begat children
by a mortal woman. The island, which was not moun-
tainous near the sea-coast, had in its midst a plain, which is
said to have had no equal for beauty and fertility. About
six miles from this plain stood a low mountain, where
dwelt an aboriginal inhabitant or autochthone, called
Evenor, who, by his wife, Leucippe, had a daughter called
Cleito. This girl, after the death of her parents, was
espoused by Poseidon, who environed the mountain with
mounds and ditches. The mounds were two in number,
and the three ditches, which were filled with water from
the sea, were placed at an equal distance one from the
other, and rendered access to the mount impossible. The
art of navigation was at this time unknown. Poseidon
also set in the island two currents of water, one hot, the
other cold, which assisted its fertilisation exceedingly.

The god reared in this enchanted place five pairs of male
children, twins, of whom he was the father. He divided
Atlantis into ten parts. He bestowed on his eldest born
the maternal domain, which was the largest and best
situated, and established the remaining princes in the other
regions of Atlantis as chiefs of different nations. The
name of the eldest son was Atlas, who was king of the entire
island, and from him the Atlantic Ocean takes its name.
His twin brother was called, in the Atlantean language,
Gadir, and in the Greek Eumolus. He had for his por-
tion the extremity of the island near the Pillars of Hercules,
and that part of it has since borne the name Gadiric. The
next pair of twins were called Amphisus and Eudemon,
and the others respectively Mneseus, Autochthonus, Elas-
sippus, Mestor, Azaes and Diaprepus. These princes
reigned in prosperity in the island for several centuries, and
established a supremacy in the midst of the ocean over
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many other islands, as well as over those which are near
Egypt and Tyrrhenia.

The posterity of Atlas maintained the sovereign power
during several centuries in uninterrupted succession.
Their riches were so great that they surpassed those of the
kings who lived in the centuries preceding their own, and
no monarch of the succeeding ages could in this respect
compare with them. By their wise industry they filled
the capital city and the country with everything that was
useful and agreeable to existence. Their power procured
them all the productions of foreign lands. Their island
furnished them with all kinds of stones and minerals, and,
above all, with that mineral known as orichalcum (moun-
tain copper) the most precious, next to gold, of all the
metals. The island also produced in abundance all kinds
of timber suitable for building construction. It
nourished numerous herds of animals, both domestic and
wild, and large numbers of elephants. These found plenty
of food in the marshes, lakes and rivers, in the plains and
the mountains. The soil also produced a wealth of roots,
wood, gums, flowers and fruits, the sweet juice of the grape,
and corn, all desirable viands, and vegetables in their season.
Shady trees sheltered its happy people, and divers fruits
appeased their hunger and thirst, especially one with a hard
rind, affording both meat, drink and ointment. In a
word, there was to be found in this island, which has so
unhappily disappeared, everything which could satisfy
the body, the spirit, and engender piety towards the gods.

By means of these natural riches the Atlanteans built
temples, palaces, bridges, directing the waters, which
flowed in a triple circle around their ancient metropolis, in
a useful manner. They began by constructing bridges
over the zones of sea, and another leading to the royal
palace. They greatly increased this building in size and
beauty with each successive reign, and drove a canal
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through the zones of land three hundred feet in width,
about a hundred feet deep, and about sixty miles in length.
At the landward end of this waterway, which was capable
of navigation by the largest vessels, they constructed a
harbour. The two zones of land were cut by large canals,
by which means a trireme, or three-decked galley, was able
to pass from one sea-zone to another. The bridges by
means of which communication was had between the land-
zones were sufficiently high to permit of the passage of
vessels, and these were roofed over. The first sea-zone
was about 1,800 feet wide, the second about 1,200 feet, and
the third, which immediately encircled the island, was
about 600 feet in width.

The diameter of the island on which the palace stood
was five stadia, or about 1,000 yards. The isle and each
zone were enclosed by stone walls. At the entrance to
the bridges were gates, surmounted by defending towers.
The bridge at the principal entrance was about 100 feet
wide. The stone of which these immense piles were
constructed was quarried from the island, and was (black> white
and black and red in colour. The walls which encircled
the outward zone were covered with a light coating of
brass, those of the interior had plates of tin, and the walls
of the citadel were coated with orichalcum.

The palace within the citadel was planned as follows:
In the middle and most inaccessible part was the Temple
of Cleito and Poseidon, glittering with gold. Here the
descendants of the first Atlanteans gathered each year to
offer pious sacrifices to the gods. The Temple of Poseidon
was about 6oo feet in length, 3 acres square, and of a
height proportionate to its length and breadth. But its
architecture was barbaric. The whole of its exterior
was garnished with silver, its pinnacles glittered with
gold, and the interior was roofed with ivory, gold, silver,
and the flashing orichalcum. But orichalcum prevailed
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on the decoration of the interior walls, panels and statues,
although there were also statues of the purest gold.
Poseidon was here represented standing in his chariot,
grasping the reins of winged coursers. Around him were
grouped a hundred Nereids borne by dolphins, and other
contiguous sculptures represented the princesses and
princes of the royal line, and other effigies or votive gifts
of the kings and people of the Atlantean Empire. The
sacrificial altar, by its grandeur and beauty, was worthy
of the magnificer.ce of the Temple, as indeed was the
remainder of the royal edifice.

In various parts of the city were situated hot springs
and fountains of cold water, both of which flowed in
abundance. Great baths were constructed, some open
others walled and roofed in, as hot baths for use in winter
are. These were baths for the royal family, others were
reserved for women, and even horses and other domestic
animals had bathing-pools of their own. Each bath
was constructed with due regard to decency and the
convenience of the several classes which it served.

Each of the two zones of the city was filled with
temples, shrines, groves and gymnasiums. Near the
midst of the central island stood a large circular hippo-
drome, 600 feet in diameter. Round this hippodrome
were arranged the dwellings of the court officials and
guards. The soldiers of the royal guard were lodged
near the castle, around the mountain which it crowned,
but those most trusted had their abode within the castle
itself, near the apartments of the princes. The docks
were filled with triremes, and well equipped with every-
thing necessary to seafaring.

On passing the gates of the outward zone one came to
a wall which commenced at the sea-shore, and encircled
the island and its zones for a distance of 9,000 feet until
it joined the wall at the other side of the communicating
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canal. All the enclosed space was cultivated. The
part which faced the sea was covered with villas and
storehouses. The gulf was dotted with vessels, and the
quays crowded with merchants from all parts, who came
and went within the port, making a continual clamour.

Landward, the island presented a mountainous aspect,
especially on that side of it which looked seaward. Around
the royal city stretched a level plain, likewise circled by
mountains, except on the coast. The island looked
southward.! The most elevated sites were the only
parts of it exposed to the ravages of the wind. Our
mountains give only a feeble idea of the mountains of
that island. Their majestic height, their continuous
chain, the thick and tangled forests which covered them
excited the liveliest admiration. Their slopes were
covered with small towns, wealthy and populous, and
diversified by rivers, lakes and prairies, furnished with
abundant nourishment for an infinite number of wild
beasts. In these forests all kinds of useful woods were
to be found.

The island had, coastwise, a lengthy aspect, but the
canal and the ditches caused it to lose somewhat of this
appearance. The canal had an incredible depth, length
and width. When one compares this work with other
evidences of human industry the mind refuses to believe
that it was the handiwork of man. It flowed through
the country for a distance of more than 1,000 miles, and
received all the streams which descended from the
mountains, traversing the city by way of several lesser
canals, where it reached the sea. Its affluents served for
the transport of timbers and harvests, and afforded
countless inland communications. The soil bore two
harvests yearly of all descriptions of fruits and cereals.

! Plato probably means that its most thickly inhabited part had a
southerly aspect.
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In winter, through the protection of the gods, the soil
was sheltered from rains and floods.

The plain country furnished 60,000 men-at-arms.
The country was divided into cantons, each about twelve
miles square, and each canton furnished an armed con-
tingent and appointed its own leader. The mountain
country supplied an innumerable host of warriors. It
was established by law that the chief of each canton
must furnish ten chariots, each with two horses and two
cavalrymen, with a driver, to permit the riders to fight
on foot if necessary. He must also enlist ten heavily-
armed foot-soldiers, two archers, two slingers, three stone-
shooters and four sailors, the last as a contribution towards
the manning of a fleet of 20,000 vessels. This applied only
to the royal portion of Atlantis. The nine other parts of
the empire (the islands?) had a separate military economy.

As regards the government, each of the twelve kings
was absolute in his own island. But their administration
and the dealings between them were governed by the
ordinances of the ancient Atlantean rulers, and engraven
on a column of orichalcum situated in the midst of the
island, in the Temple of Poseidon. Once in six years
they assembled therein to deliberate on public affairs
and examine all pressing matters with pious attention,
judging and condemning the wicked. Before com-
mencing the assize they brought ten bulls into the sacred
zone. Each king made a vow to offer up one of these
bulls to Poseidon without employing the agency of iron.
Having taken the animals, they brought them to the
graven column and there immolated them. The cere-
mony over, the kings passed the members of each bull
through the fire, making a libation of the blood, and
drenching the column with it, afterwards totally con-
suming the victims with fire. Later they placed the
remainder of the blood in small vases of gold and splashed

ter



Sources of Atlantean History 23

it on the fire, making at the same time a solemn vow to
judge according to the laws graven on the column, and
to punish those who had violated them, in conformity
with the precepts of their sire Poseidon.

They then drank some of the remaining blood and
consecrated the golden vase which held it to Poseidon.
Night having fallen, they returned to the temple, each
wearing a rich blue robe, and sat in council, which ter-
minated with sunrise. They then engraved the sentences
which they had pronounced on a tablet of gold, which
they suspended in the temple, along with the vestments
they had worn, for the behoof of future generations.

They were not permitted to take up arms against one
another, and the children of Atlas were invariably given
the leadership in all military expeditions. Nor were they
allowed to put any member of their family to death unless a
majority of six votes of the Council gave them power to do so.

For many centuries they did not lose sight of their
august origin, they obeyed all the laws, and were religious
adorers of the gods their ancestors. Sincerity reigned
in their hearts. Moderation and prudence directed their
conduct and their relations with foreign nations. So
long as they behaved in this manner, all was well with
them. But in the course of time the vicissitudes of
human affairs corrupted little by little their divine insti-
tutions, and they began to comport themselves like the
rest of the children of men. They hearkened to the
promptings of ambition and sought to rule by violence.

Then Zeus, the King of the gods, beholding this race
once so noble, growing depraved, resolved to punish it,
and by sad experience to moderate its ambition. He
convoked a council of the gods in Olympus, and addressed
them as follows:

Here Plato’s account ends, and it is believed that death
interfered with its conclusion.



CHAPTER III
THE SOURCES OF ATLANTEAN HISTORY
1I. FROM THE FOURTH CENTURY B.C.

Dioborus SicuLus, a historian, of Agyrium, in Sicily,
who flourished contemporaneously with Julius Cesar
and Augustus, has vouchsafed us nearly as much informa-
tion regarding Atlantis and its history as did Plato himself.
His Historical Library is a general history of the world
as known in his time, from the earliest ages to Casar’s
conquest of Gaul. If Diodorus was essentially a compiler,
he was also a great traveller, and traversed a large part
of Europe and Asia for the purpose of collecting materials
for his work. Dealing with the geography of the eastern
Atlantic region in the fourth chapter of his third book,
Diodorus asserts that the Amazons of Africa were much
more ancient and famous than those of Pontus in Asia
Minor. But they were not the only race of warlike
women inhabiting African soil, the Gorgons being nearly
as celebrated for courage and valour. The Amazons
inhabited an island called Hesperia (the Hesperides, or
island of Hesperus, the evening star, son of Atlas, where
grew the famous golden apples or oranges, guarded by a
dragon) lying to the west, near to the morass named
Tritonides, a fen so called from the fact that it was tra-
versed by the River Triton. This morass borders upon
Ethiopia, under Mount Atlas, which itself extends to the
ocean. (I follow Diodorus in his use of the present tense).

The island Hesperia, he says, is very large, abounding
in all sorts of fruit trees, herds of cattle and flocks of sheep

24
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and goats. But corn is unknown to its inhabitants.
The Amazons, inspired by war-like ambition, subdued
all the cities of this island, with the exception of one called
Mena, accounted sacred, and now inhabited by the
Ethiopians called Ichthophages, or fish-eaters. It is
frequently scorched by eruptions of fire, which break
out of the earth, and is rich in precious stones.

Having subdued many of the neighbouring African
and Numidian tribes, the Amazons founded a great city
in the morass of Triton, which, from its shape, they
called Chersonesus, or the City of the Peninsula. But,
not content with their numerous conquests, they invaded
Mount Atlas, a rich country, full of great cities, where the
gods had their origin in those parts bordering upon the
ocean. Led by Merina, their queen, an army of 30,000
foot and 2,000 horse, clad in serpent skins, and armed with
swords, javelins and bows, with which they were most
expert, hurled itself upon the country of the Atlantides,
and routed those which dwelt in the city of Cercenes.
They pursued them so closely that they entered the town
at their heels, and took it by storm, putting the men to the
sword and carrying off the women and children as cap-
tives. The remaining Atlantean communities, stricken
with panic fear, submitted incontinently, whereupon
Merina made a league with them, built another city in
place of Cercenes, calling it by her own name, and peopled
it with the captives and other Atlanteans.

The Atlanteans, who appear to have entertained a
wholesome dread of the warrior-queen, showered rich
gifts and honours upon her, and this treatment seems
quite to have won her heart. Shortly afterwards, the
Atlanteans, being attacked by the Gorgons, Merina, at
their request, invaded the country of the Gorgons, slaying
large numbers of them and taking 3,000 prisoners. The
rest fled to the forests, which Merina tried to set on fire
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But, baulked in this amiable intention, she returned to
her own country.

Both Amazons and Gorgons were subsequently con-
quered by Perseus and Hercules. ‘It is reported like-
wise, that by an earthquake the tract towards the ocean
opened its mouth and swallowed up the whole morass
of Triton.” Merina during her reign, however, extended
her conquests to Asia Minor and the Mediterranean
Islands, and formed a league with Horus, King of Egypt.

Diodorus then proceeds to give a more particular account
of the Atlanteans, and the fabulous statements they made
of the genealogy of the gods, which, he says, do not differ
much from the fables of the Greeks.

The Atlanteans, he tells us, inhabited a rich country
bordering upon the ocean, and were notable for their
hospitality to strangers. They boast that the gods were born
among them, and say that the most famous poet among the
Greeks confirms this assertion when he makes Hera say:

L

“ The utmost bounds of earth far off I see
Where Thetys and old Ocean boast to be
The parents of the gods.”

They assert! that Uranus was their first King, and that
he civilised the people, causing them to dwell in cities
and till the soil. He had under his dominion the greater
part of the world, especially toward the west and north.
Addicted to the study of Astrology, he prophesied many
future events, and instituted the solar year and the lunar
month as measures of time. The people, struck with
admiration for his skill, paid him divine honours after he
was dead, and called the starry heavens after his name.

! Diodorus in this passage seems to speak of the Atlantean State as if
it existed in his time. He may, of course, refer to the people of Atlas
in Africa, as some parts of his narrative would seem to indicate ; but
that his account has, as regards its more ancient application, a reference

to Atlantis, the southern continent, and not to the remains of its
population in Africa, cannot be doubted.
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Uranus had forty-five children by various wives, and
eighteen by Titea or Terra, who thus came to be known
as Titans, or the Terrene people. His most celebrated
daughters were Basilea, and Rhea or Pandora. Basilea,
the elder, was so solicitous in her care for her brothers
that she came to be known as the Great Mother, and on
the demise of Uranus was elected queen by the general
suffrages of the people. She espoused her brother
Hyperion, and bore him Helio and Selene, later the gods
of sun and moon respectively. But her remaining brothers,
dreading that Hyperion might usurp the throne, slew him
and drowned the infant Helio in the River Eridanus or
Po, in Italy. Selene, his sister, who passionately loved
her brother, cast herself from the housetop and perished.

Basilea, on learning of the death of her children, became
demented, and wandered up and down, with hair dis-
hevelled and bedizened with ornaments, playing wildly
on the timbrel and cymbal. When the people endeav-
oured to restrain her, a dreadful tempest of rain, thunder
and lightning suddenly broke forth and she was seen no
more. Divine rites were established in honour of her
children and herself, and these included the playing of
the instruments she had employed in her madness, and the
erection of altars on which sacrificial offerings were made.

On the death of Hyperion the children of Uranus
divided the kingdom among themselves. The most
renowned among these were Atlas and Saturn. Atlas
assumed control of the country bordering upon the ocean,
called the people inhabiting it Atlanteans, and its great
mountains Atlas, after his own name. Like his father
Uranus, he was a wise astrologer, and was the first to
discover the knowledge of the sphere, whence arose the
legend that he bore the world upon his shoulders. The
most celebrated of his sons was Hesperus, who, while
observing the motions of the stars upon Mount Atlas,
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vanished in a tempest. The people, lamenting his fate,
called the morning star after his name.

Atlas had also seven daughters, who were called after
their father, Atlantides. Their names were Maia, Electra,
Taygeta, Asterope, Halcyone and Celeno! Their off-
spring were the first ancestors of several nations, barbarian
as well as Greek. The Atlantides became the constellation
of the pleiades, and were adored as goddesses. Nymphs,
too, were commonly called Atlantides, ‘“because nymphs
is a general term in this country applied to all women.”

Saturnus, the brother of Atlas, was profane and cove-
tous. Marrying his sister Rhea, he begat Jupiter, who
must not be confounded with Jupiter, the brother of
Celus, or the sky. This Jupiter either succeeded to his
father Saturn, as King of the Atlanteans, or displaced
him. Saturn, it is said, made war upon his son with the
aid of the Titans, but Jupiter overcame him in a battle,
and conquered the whole world. ““This is a full account
of all the gods mentioned and recorded by the Atlanteans.”

In the second chapter of his Fourth Book, Diodorus
returns to the subject of Atlas and the origin of the
Hesperides. In the country called Hesperis, he says,
dwelt two famous brothers, Hesperus and Atlas. They
owned a flock of surpassingly beautiful sheep, of a ruddy
and golden colour, for which reason poets allude to them
as ‘““‘golden apples.’”?

Hesperis, the daughter of Hesperus, married her
brother Atlas, and the pair had seven daughters, the
Atlantides, also called after their mother the Hes-
perides. Busiris, King of Egypt, fell in love with
the maidens, and despatched a number of pirates to
capture them. But Hercules intercepted the pirates,
and rescued the young women, whom he restored to Atlas,

1 Only six names are here given. '
2 Melon, in Greek, signifies both a sheep and an apple.
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their father. In gratitude Atlas taught him the art of
Astrology, instructing him in the use of the sphere, from
which circumstance the Greeks invented the fable that
Hercules had for a season relieved Atlas of his burden
in bearing the world upon his own shoulders.

Elsewhere, in the fourth chapter of his Fifth Book, Dio-
dorus confirms in a measure the statement of Plato con-
cerning the submergence of a portion of the Greek penin-
sula, He states that the Hellenic coast opposite the island
of Rhodes and Cos was so damaged by the flood of Deu-
calion, which occurred in the Seventh Generation, that it
lay ““under pressing and grievous calamities, for the fruits
of the earth were rotted and spoiled for a long time
together, famine prevailed, and through corruption of the
air, plague and pestilence depopulated and laid the towns
and cities waste.”

Diodorus, in his Fifth Book, also states that a certain
Atlantic island was discovered by some Pheenician naviga-
tors, who, while sailing along the west coast of Africa, were
driven by violent winds across the Ocean. They brought
back such an account of the beauty and resources of the
island, that the Tyrrhenians, having obtained the mastery
of the sea, planned an expedition to colonise the new land,
but were hindered by the opposition of the Carthaginians.
Diodorus does not mention the name of the island; and he
differs from Plato by referring to it as still existing. Pau-
sanius relates that a Carian, Euphemus, had told him of a
voyage during which he had been carried by the force of the
winds into the outer sea, ‘‘into which men no longer sail;
where he came to desert islands, inhabited by wild men
with tails, whom the sailors having previously visited the
islands called Satyrs, and the islands Satyrides,” whom
some take for monkeys. Perhaps the whole narrative was
an imposture on the grave traveller.

Strabo (b. 54 B.c.) mentions in his Seventh Book, on the
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authority of Theopompus and Apollodorus, the same
legend, in which the island was called Meropis, and its
people Meropes. He also remarks in his Second Book that
Poseidonius (fl. 151-135 B.C.) says that, as the land was
known to have changed in elevation, the account of Plato
ought not to be regarded as fiction, and that such a conti-
nent as Atlantis might well have existed and disappeared.
The passage is as follows: “ Poseidonius correctly sets
down in his work the fact that the earth sometimes
rises and undergoes settling processes, and changes that
result from earthquakes and other similar agencies, all
of which I, too, have enumerated above. And on this
point he does well to cite the statement of Plato that it is
possible that the story about the island of Atlantis is not a
fiction. Concerning Atlantis, Plato relates that Solon, after
having made inquiry of the Egyptian priests, reported that
Atlantis did once exist, but disappeared—an island no
smaller in size than a continent; and Poseidonius thinks
that it is better to put the matter in that way than to say
of Atlantis: ‘Its inventor caused it to disappear, just as did
the Poet the wall of the Achaans.””

Pomponius Mela (b. A.p. 80) expressly affirmed in his
First Book the existence of such an island as Atlantis, but
places it in the southern temperate zone.

Theopompus of Chios, a Greek historian of the fourth
century B.C., none of whose works has survived, save in
the Varia Historia of ZAlian, a compiler of the third cen-
tury A.D., alludes to an account of the Atlantic area given
by the Satyr Silenus, the attendant of Dionysius, to Midas
King of Phrygia, who seized him when intoxicated, and
recovered much ancient wisdom from his lips. ‘‘ Silenus,”
says Theopompus, ‘‘told Midas of certain islands named
Europa, Asia and Libya, which the ocean sea surrounds
and encompasses. Outwith this world there is a conti-
nent or mass of dry land, which in greatness was infinite
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and immeasurable, and it nourishes and maintains by vir-
" tue of its green meadows and pastures many great and
mighty beasts. The men who inhabit this clime are more
than twice the height of human stature, yet the duration
of their lives is not equal to ours.”

The account of the great continent of Saturnia from the
dialogue attributed to Plutarch, ‘““On the Face appearing
in the Orb of the Moon,” and printed with his Morals,
tells us that “an isle, Ogygia, lies in Ocean’s arms, about
five days’ sail west from Britain, and before it are three
others of about equal distance from one another, and also
from that, bearing north-west, where the sun sets in
summer. In one of these the barbarians feign that
Saturn is detained in prison by Zeus.” 'The neighbouring
sea was known as the Saturnian, and the continent by which
the great sea was circularly environed was distant from
Ogygia about five thousand stadia, but from the other
islands not so far. A bay of this continent in the latitude
of the Caspian Sea, was inhabited by Greeks, who once in
thirty years sent certain of their number to minister to the
imprisoned Saturn. One of these paid a visit to the great
island, as they called Europe, and from him the narrator
learned many strange things, especially regarding the state
of the soul after death.

Proclus reports that Marcellus, a writer of whom nothing
else is known, in a work entitled The Ethiopic History,
speaks of ten islands situated in the Atlantic Ocean, close
to Europe. He says that the inhabitants of these islands
preserved the memory of a much larger Atlantic island,
Atlantis, which had for long exercised dominion over the
other islands of that ocean. Of the islands, he says seven
were consecrated to Proserpina, of the remaining three,
one was consecrated to Pluto, another to Ammon, and the
third, a thousand stadia long, to Poseidon.

Arnobius, a Christian apologist, of Sicca, in Africa, who
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flourished in the fourth century A.p., in his First Book
says: “. . . ransack the records of history written in
various languages, and you will find that all countries have
often been desolated and deprived of their inhabitants.
Every kind of crop is consumed, and devoured by locusts
and by mice: go through your own annals, and you will be
taught by these plagues how often former ages were visited
by them, and how often they were brought to the
wretchedness of poverty. Cities shaken by powerful
earthquakes totter to their destruction: what! did not by-
gone days witness cities with their populations engulfed
by huge rents of the earth? or did they enjoy a condition
exempt from such disasters?

““ When was the human race destroyed by a flood? Was
it not before us? When was the world set on fire, and re-
duced to coals and ashes? Was it not before us? When
were the greatest cities engulfed in the billows of the sea?
Was it not before us? When were wars waged with wild
beasts, and battles fought with lions? Was it not before
us? When was ruin.brought on whole communities by poi-

sonous serpents? Was it not before us? For, inasmuch

as you are wont to lay to our blame the cause of frequent

wars, the devastation of cities, the irruptions of the Ger- =
mans and the Scythians, allow me, with your leave, to say

—In your eagerness to calumniate us (the Christians) you
do not perceive the real nature of that which is alleged.
“Did we bring it about, that ten thousand years ago, a

vast number of men burst forth from the island which is®

called the Atlantis of Neptune, as Plato tells us, and utterly
ruined and blotted out countless tribes?”

A summary of the remaining classical data concerning

Atlantis must here suffice. Pliny the Elder, in the Second
Book of his Natural History, cast doubts upon the tale, but
Philo the Jew, a Platonist, in his Indestructibility of the
World, embraced it in its entirety on the word of his great
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master. Longinus believed that the Atlantean episode in
the Timeus was simply a literary ornament without either
historic truth or philosophic significance. Syrianus, Pro-
clus’s master, regarded the tale as historically accurate,
and as a symbol of the dogmatic philosophers. Amelius
saw in it the opposition of the fixed stars and the planets,

~~ Numenius that of good to evil. Origen, the Christian

e

father, considered the account as an allegory of the con-
stant war between the good and evil genii, and Porphyry
saw in it the strife between the flesh and the spirit.
Jamblichus was of the opinion that its circumstances bore

“a striking resemblance to the war between the Greeks and

Persians, the strife of the Gods and Titans, and the com-
bat between Osiris and Typhon or Set, or the continual
strife between chaos and order, duality against unity.
The notions of the Alexandrian School with reference to
Plato’s account are to be found in the Eighteenth Book of
Ammianus Marcellinus, who mentions the destruction of
Atlantis as an historic fact. The Byzantine geographer,
Cosmos Indicopleustes, in his Christian Topography, in-
cluded Atlantis in his cosmographical system, but altered
its circumstances so as to agree with scriptural authority.
He believed that the earth was flat, and that a vast conti-
nent environed the ocean. On this continent man had his
origin, and for its existence he invokes the authority of the
Timeeus. Plato’s account, he thought, was a legacy of the
original Mosaic tradition, but Atlantis was to be looked for

‘in the east, and was the land of the ten generations of Noah.

. Coming to later times, Serranus, in 1578, declared that he
had discovered in the Mosaic writings the sesame to the stone
which blocked the entrance to the Atlantean labyrinth. The
hint was avidly seized upon by Huet, Bochart and Vossius, an
eager trio, who by ingenious misreadings of the Pentateuch,
bemused their credulous contemporaries into an acceptance
of Plato’s island as the theatre of patriarchal history.



34 The History of Atlantis

But widespread as was agreement with their conclu-
sions, they seemed to Mathew Olivier, a grave advocate
of Marseilles, to miss the point and pith of Serranus’s
main argument. Enlarging upon his master’s theory,
Olivier placed Atlantis in Palestine itself, assuming, logic-
ally enough, that if the Biblical patriarchs were in reality
the denizens of Atlantis, and were known historically to
have inhabited the Holy Land, that region must indubit-
ably have been Atlantis! About a quarter of a century
later, in 1754, Eumenius, a learned Swede, developing
the views of Olivier, pushed the theory to its natural con-
clusion, and explained the entire Atlantean mythology by
means of Jewish history. He had, however, been preceded
by another Scandinavian of even more portentous erudi-
tion, for in 1692 Olaus Rudbeck had published his amaz-
ing Atlantica, which, in a weird spirit of patriotism, main-
tained that the Norse Edda rather than the Mosaic writings
held the true interpretation of the Atlantean secret. For
him Sweden was Atlantis, and Upsala the capital of Plato’s
shadowy Utopia. In four folio volumes he undertook to
prove that the Scandinavian peninsula was not only the
centre from which all European civilisation had radiated,
but the source of an original world-mythology of which the
Edda was a surviving fragment.

The theory of a northern site for Atlantis dies hard.
Indeed it still survives, for M. Gattefossé of Lyons has
triumphantly asserted it in his La Verité sur I’ Atlantide,
published so lately as 1923. But he had a worthy fore-
runner in Bailly, a contemporary of Voltaire, who, like
Rudbeck, sought to discover the Atlantean region in the
frozen north. Not long before Buffon had made popular
the idea that the ‘‘central fire” which maintained the
temperature of the earth had cooled in the course of ages,
and “Bailly, seizing upon the notion, boldly asserted that
the now frozen north had formerly enjoyed almost tropical
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climatic conditions. Its inhabitants during the torrid
period, he maintained, were the Atlanteans of Plato, who
upon the gradual cooling of the region, betook themselves
to Asia, carrying with them their scientific knowledge
and religious beliefs, which they scattered broadcast
among the nations. In his History of Ancient Astronomy
and Letters on Atlantis he brought to bear the whole battery
of his learning to prove that Spitzbergen was once a
fertile and populous country, and was, indeed, the veri-
table Platonic Atlantis. Strangely enough, his thesis has
" assumed the quality of legend, and in some parts of
Northern Europe the tradition still flourishes that some-
where in the neighbourhood of the North Pole fertile
valleys actually exist. In fact the belief has lately received
a new lease of life from the statements of recent explorers
of the Far North from the American side, who have
provided glowing accounts of low-lying valleys in the
polar area, fragrant with flowers and swarming with
butterflies.

Bailly was a thorough-going disciple of Euhemerus of
Thessaly, and believed that all myth had a historical
basis. For him Atlas was a king of the once tropical
Spitzbergen-Atlantis, an actual human ruler and a distin-
guished astronomer, the inventor of the sphere. His
Hyperborean Atlanteans finally came to rest, after a
prolonged migration, on the plains of Tartary. But
Bailly’s farrago of erudite nonsense was much too gross
even for that somewhat credulous Paris which was then
on the brink of a human catastrophe even more stupen-
dous then the wreck of Atlantis. In his Lettre Americain
the Comte de Corli, while neatly disposing of Bailly’s
absurdities, sprung on a readily accepting public the
theory that Atlanfis was none other than the American
continent itself. Even the imperturbable Voltaire, who
had hesitated a humorous doubt regarding the non-
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existence of a great Atlantic continent, was somewhat taken
aback by the boldness of the Arctic hypothesis which
Bailly, grasping at straws, had wantonly dedicated to him.

But an even more erudite and determined effort to
locate Atlantis elsewhere, in Asia, to wit, was that made
anonymously in 1779, and by Delisle de Sales, a member
of the Institute, in his History of the Atlanteans. De
Sales attempted to prove, by the aid of geology, that the
actual Atlantis had been situated in a vast ancient sea
which formerly occupied the site of Greece and a large
part of the Italian peninsula. The globe, he argued, had
in primitive times been almost completely covered by
water, but in the course of ages this had evaporated,
leaving, however, an immense sea, which united the
Caspian to the Persian Gulf, and the Indian Ocean to the
Mediterranean. From the midst of this ancient oceanic
waste ran the Caucasus range, and this De Sales identified
with the early Atlantis. Thence migrated its cultured
inhabitants, one stream betaking itself to the Atlas range,
then also an insular sub-continent, and another to Central
Asia. The Atlantis of Plato De Sales disposed of by
identifying it with the Ogygia of Homer, the magical
island of the enchantress Calypso, situated ‘‘between
Italy and Carthage,” arid this, he averred, had been
destroyed by an earthquake, the island of Sardinia remain-
ing as a fragment of the wreckage. The Atlanteans he
called ‘““the benefiters of humanity,” and described his
system as ‘‘the key to ancient history.”

A little later Bartoli, in his Essai sur Dlexplication,
tendered a hypothesis seemingly more modest, but in
reality equally bizarre. Solon, he said, had invented
the fable of Atlantis, and had made it the subject of an
allegorical and political poem, in which the Atlanteans
represented the Athenian faction of the Paraliens. Plato,
seizing upon this fiction, had adopted it to later events,
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among them the Peloponnesian war. Plato’s Atlanteans
who besieged Athens, were, according to Bartoli, the
Persians, and the whole story a mythic representation of
their struggle with Hellas and their final overthrow.

Equally curious are the attempts made to identify the
lost Atlantis with America. Treatises on the subject
began to appear shortly after the discovery of America,
and extraordinary .efforts seem to have been made to
attach the name of Plato’s island to the new continent.
In 1553 Gomara in his Historia de las Indias unhesitatingly
identified America with Atlantis, and eight years later
Guillaume de Postel drew attention to the similarity of
the native name for Mexico, Aztlan, with that of Atlantis,
which he proposed to confer on the New World. Bacon
in his Nova Atlantis identified America with Plato’s isle,
although certainly in such a spirit of fantasy as might be
employed by Sir J. M. Barrie. In any case he places it
in the Pacific. But that Shakespeare had at least some
memory of the Atlantis story at the back of his mind
when he set the scene of his Tempest in a fantastic
Atlantic isle, seems not improbable.

But the French geographers, Nicholas and Guillaume
Sauson, were by no means designedly fantastic in their
methods. In 1689 they published an atlas representing
the primitive geographical divisions of America, its parti-
tion between the ten royal families who had issued from
Poseidon, the father of Atlas, and displaying those portions
of the Old World which, according to Plato’s story, they
had succeeded in colonising. So late as 1762 Robert de
Vaugoudy produced a similar atlas in verification of the
theories of the Sausons, to the accompaniment of Voltaire’s
ribald and inextinguishable laughter. Even Stallbaum,
the serious critic of Plato’s Timeus and Critias, upheld the
identity of America with Atlantis, and thought it probable
that the ancient Egyptians had a knowledge of the Western
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Continent. Harles in his Bibliotheca Greca inclined
against the American theory, and Humboldt in his
Examen Critiqgue regarded it as fabulous, although he
believed that Solon had actually brought back the story
from Egypt. Among other more modern writers Buffon,
Ginguené, Mentelle and Raynal were not unfriendly to
the general theory of the existence of Atlantis, and
Athanasius Kircher and Becman, Genebrard, and Fortia
d’Urban embraced it in its entirety. Baudelot, Tourne-
fort, d’Engel, Cadit, De la Borde and Bori de Saint-
Vincent were its enthusiastic advocates.

Many of these later authors agreed in thinking that
Atlantis had formerly existed, as stated by Plato, but were
at variance regarding the circumstances of the events
which occurred thereon, and the marvels of which he
spoke. Some of them sought to explain the names of
the divinities connected with the tale symbolically, or as
cosmogonical elements personified. The ten Kings of
Atlantis were for some of them representative of the ten
great antediluvian epochs, and they argued that the
history of Atlantis was in reality an allegorical account
of the early history of mankind. Kircher, Ginguené,
Mentelle and others believed that the Atlantic Islands
were the remains of the sunken continent, and Buffon
argued that Ireland, the Azores and America had once
been portions of the great isle of Plato. De la Borde
actually included the Moluccas, New Zealand and other
distant insular masses in the original Atlantean land-
mass, and Engel and the Comte de Corli learnedly insisted
that the Atlantean boundaries had touched Europe and
Africa on one side and America on the other. According
to them, man had passed from the Old World to the New
by way of an Atlantean land-bridge, the submergence of
which had destroyed the ancient communication between
the two continents.



CHAPTER 1V
ATLANTEAN HisToRICAL SOURCES EXAMINED

BEFORE proceeding farther it will be necessary to submit
the sources of the Atlantean tradition at our disposal
to a thorough examination, both as regards their historical
integrity and the likelihood of the facts they contain.
As regards Plato’s account, many of his commentators,
from Proclus to Jowett, have given it as their considered
opinion that it was merely a fable, ““a noble lie,” invented
by Plato. ‘It appears to me,” says Archer-Hind, ‘‘impos-
sible to determine whether Plato has invented the story
from beginning to end, or whether it really more or less
represents some Egyptian legend brought home by
Solon.” Elsewhere he remarks upon the improbability
of the story. Yet he rebukes Stallbaum for adopting
Proclus’s misinterpretation of Plato’s words that his
tale is ‘“not a mere figment of the imagination, but a history
of facts which actually occurred.” Plato is, indeed,
abundantly clear on this point. In the Timeus alone he
lays stress upon the historicity of his account in several
passages. It is, he says, ‘‘strange, yet perfectly true.”
Solon, indeed, intended to make it the subject of an epic,
Critias recalled its circumstances vividly, through hearing
them as a boy, and they were ‘“‘indelibly fixed” in his
mind “like encaustic pictures” on tiles. Socrates in
the Timeus is made to say: ‘“The fact that it is no
fictitious tale, but a true history, is surely a great point.’
In the Critias Plato further makes Critias say that his
1 Timeus, p. 78, note.
39
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great-grandfather had possessed an account of Atlantis
in writing. Plato, then, took more than usual care to
stress the historicity of his account.

The fact of Solon’s visit to Egypt also appears as
indubitable. Plutarch in his Life of Solon (ch. 26) and
his De Iside et Osiride (ch. 10) states that Solon visited
Egypt and spoke with the priest Sonchis at Sais. This,
according to Clement of Alexandria, was also the name
of the priest who instructed Pythagoras in the science
of the Egyptians. Proclus in his dissertation on the
Timeeus says that Plato also visited Egypt and conversed
at Sais with the priest Pateneit, at Heliopolis with the
priest Ochlapi, and at Sebennytus with the priest Ethimon.
He mentions that Pateneit is undoubtedly the priest
alluded to in the Timeus.

It is stated in the Critias that Solon had written a great
epic poem on Atlantis, and that his notes on the subject
had come down to the younger Critias. These he had
received from his grandfather, Critias, the son of Dropidas.
Now the second Critias, according to a genealogy preserved
by Proclus, was a cousin-german of Plato’s mother.
Ast and Kleine, in their critiques on Plato’s works, give it
as their belief that it was he who first brought the Atlantean
tradition from Egypt. Plutarch expressly upholds Plato’s
statement that Solon intended to write a poem on Atlantis,
but was compelled to renounce his intention on account
of his great age. In the Timeus Plato eloquently expresses
his regret that he had not carried out his plan. Martin
in his Dissertation sur I’Atlantide (p. 323) gives it as his
considered judgment that Plato, knowing himself to be
related to Solon, had piously attempted to carry out the
intention of his blood-relation, and for this purpose had
employed the traditional material which had come down
to him as the basis of his narrative.

Crantor, who died thirty-three years after Plato, and
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who was one of his best known commentators, states that
in his time the Egyptian priests had shown to the Greeks
certain columns or pillars on which they affirmed the his-
tory of Atlantis was inscribed. It is, of course, well known
that Sais, where Solon heard the story of Atlantis, was a
city closely associated with Greece. It was, indeed, a
centre of Greek culture. The period of its greatest pros-
perity was between 697-524 B.C., and one of its monarchs,
Psammetichus, maintained himself on the throne by aid
of Greek mercenaries. He educated his sons in Greek
learning, and encouraged the resort of Greeks to his capital.
This intercourse between Sais and Athens was especially
promoted by their worshipping the same deity, Neith-
Athene, and hence there arose the notion that Cecrops the
Saite had led a colony to Athens. The priests of Sais seem,
indeed, to have been anxious to curry favour with the
Athenians by discovering resemblances between Attic
and Egyptian institutions. A separate quarter in Sais was
assigned to the Greeks. So strong, indeed, was the Hel-
lenic element in Sais that it was a matter of debate whether
the Saites colonized Attica or the Athenians Sais.

This being so, if the priests of Sais related the story of
Atlantis to Solon, they must almost certainly have retailed
it to the many other Greeks with whom they constantly
associated. That no other definite account of their doing
so is in existence is not surprising when we take into con-
sideration the commercial character of the Hellenes with
whom they must have come into contact. But, if Plato’s
account had not been inherited from Solon, and had its
Egyptian form not been current in Sais, there were thous-
ands of Greeks there who could have contradicted it, and
that some negative of the kind would have reached Athens
sooner or later seems very clear, when we recall the extra-
ordinary interest which Plato’s tale certainly aroused in
the ancient world.
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With regard to a totally different aspect of Plato’s
account, it is extraordinary how well the circumstances of
his story fit in with those which the science of archzology
assures us must have obtained in early Europe.  This point
will be treated in detail later on. It is sufficient to say here
that the approximate date of Plato’s account of the Atlantean
invasion agrees with that at which the Azilian-Tardenoisian
peoples, the ancestors of the Iberian race, undoubtedly
swarmed into Europe, and those European and African
regions which he regarded as tributary to Atlantis.
“Libya as far as Egypt, and Europe to the borders of
Etruria,” are precisely those regions in which the proto-
Iberians found their firmest footing.

The Timeus states that Athens set Europe free from the
Atlantean tyranny. That there was no Athens existing
at that date (g6oo B.c.) of which Plato speaks, is certain.
The date in question is thousands of years prior to the
First Egyptian Dynasty, and all that has been found on
the site of Athens of an older date is a small quantity of
Neolithic or New Stone Age pottery. At the same time,
as we shall see, Europe and Africa were not then in a state
of abject barbarism, and it may be that the memory of the
resistance offered by the natives to the increasing hordes of
proto-Iberians was dimly remembered by their peoples
across the intervening centuries.

“In later times,” said Solon’s Egyptian informant,
“after there had been exceeding great earthquakes and
floods, there fell one day and night of destruction; and
the warriors in your land all in one body were swallowed
up by the earth, and in like manner did Atlantis sink
beneath the sea and vanish away.” Here it is noticeable
that the Greeks are destroyed by a terrestrial, and the
Atlanteans by a marine agency, and I believe that we have
in this passage a clue to the true historical character of
Plato’s account. Pallas Athene, the patron goddess of
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Athens, was the sworn enemy of Poseidon, the god associ-
ated with Atlantis as its eponymous deity and founder, and
the strife she waged with him for possession of Athens is
celebrated in Greek mythology. Now one of the scholiasts
of Plato states that the victory of the Athenians over the
Atlanteans was actually represented in a symbolical pep-
lum or woman’s garment, dedicated at the Lesser Pan-
athenza, or festival of Athena. The inference, then, is that
the strife between the Athenians, the people of Athene, and
the Atlanteans, the folk of Poseidon or Neptune, god of
the sea, came to have for the former a definitely historical
character, enshrining a veritable folk-memory. The
Panathenza, it may be mentioned in passing, was founded
at least 125 years before Plato’s time, so that, if we can rely
on the scholiast’s statement, the tradition of the Athenian
war with the Atlanteans, whether mythological or historical,
must have been well known to the Athenians more than a
century before Plato’s day, and this would at once dispose
of the oft-repeated assumption that he deliberately manu-
factured the story. ‘‘That it was entirely an invention of
Plato’s,” remarks the shrewd Philip Smith, in his article
on ‘““Atlantis” in William Smith’s Dictionary of Greek and
Roman Geography, is hardly credible. . . . The legend is
found in other forms which do not seem to be entirely
copied from Plato.”” This reminds us of Strabo’s quota-
tion from Poseidonius, that it is more reasonable to believe
that Atlantis once existed and then sank, than to say that
““its inventor caused it to disappear.”

It may be said that if the statement regarding the pep-
lum is true, Plato merely took a local myth for the basis of
his tale. Wherefore, then, did he lay stress upon the
truth of his account, and derive it from an Egyptian
source? Itis manifest that Plato must have known of the
Athenian version depicted on the peplum. He says little
of its local sanction, although he must have been well
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aware that it had a bearing on the festival of the
Panathenza, possibly because he regarded Athenian
knowledge of it as notorious and needless to mention. It
was, as Socrates says in the dialogue of the Timeus, speci-
ally appropriate to this festival of the goddess, owing to
its connection with her,” sure proof that Plato knew of the
Athenian associations of the Panathenza. The reason
that he laid stress upon its Egyptian version was, perhaps,
merely because that gave it a more ancient sanction, and
corroborated and strengthened what might seem to the
ignorant a mere local tradition, which had no documentary
evidence behind it, and which might have been mistaken
for a local invention but for its collation with and amplifica-
tion by the Egyptian account. Indeed, it is quite possible
that Plato had this intention quite as much in view as the
illustration of his political thesis.

When we recall the strife between Pallas Athenz and
Poseidon, which appears, as we have already said, to have
a distinct bearing upon the Atlantean legend in Greece, it
is scarcely strange to find a writer in The Occult Review for
September, 1923, discovering in the ‘“ Odyssey”’ of Homer
further evidences of the Atlantean implications of this
mythological feud. Odysseus, on his return from Troy,
lands on the island of the Cyclops, and succeeds in escaping
from that dangerous proximity only after many desperate
adventures. Indeed, as the writer states: ““ We have in the
Odyssey, as narrated by Homer, an account of the Homeric
hero, Odysseus, whose wanderings and adventures were in
reality one prolonged struggle with Poseidon, that is with
the Atlantean deity.”” In the isle of Ogygia, where he is
made prisoner by the enchantress Calypso, the daughter of
the ‘“magician” Atlas, he is aided by Athene, who has
taken him under her protection. Once more, then, we
discover the Athenian goddess at odds with the deity of
Atlantis, and this time in a manner which more strikingly
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than before, casts light upon the Atlantean associations of
the quarrel. Thus we find Pallas Athenz, the goddess of
Athens, doubly connected with the personalities of Atlan-
tis. The circumstances that she takes Odysseus’ part
against Poseidon the Atlantean god and his granddaughter,
Calypso, the daughter of Atlas, goes to strengthen the
assumption of her connection with the Atlantean myth as
already outlined above.

The truth of the statement that ‘“to this day the ocean
is impassable and unsearchable, being blocked by very
shallow shoals, which the island caused as she settled
down,” is abundantly testified to by several writers of
antiquity. Scylax of Caryanda, who wrote prior to the
time of Alexander the Great,and was approximately a con-
temporary of Plato, states in his Periplus that Cerne, an
island on the African Atlantic Coast, ‘‘is twelve days coast-
ing beyond the Pillars of Hercules, where the parts are no
longer navigable because of shoals, of mud and of sea-
weed. . . . The seaweed has the width of a palm, and is
sharp towards the points so as to prick.”

When Himilco parted from Hanno in the course of their
voyage from Carthage in quest of lands unknown about
500 B.C., he encountered, according to the poet Festus
Avienus, ‘““weeds, shallows, calms and dangers,” in the
Atlantic. Avienus wrote about the fourth century A.p.,
but professes to repeat Himilco’s account. He says
“No breeze drives the ship forward, so dead is the sluggish
wind of this idle sea. He (Himilco) also adds that there is
much seaweed among the waves, and that it often holds
the ship back like bushes. Nevertheless he says that the
sea has no great depth, and that the surface of the earth is
barely covered by a little water. The monsters of the sea
move continually hither and thither, and the wild beasts
swim among the sluggish and slowly creeping ships.”
Avienus also says elsewhere : ‘ Farther to the west from these
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Pillars there is boundless sea.” Himilco relates that

. “ none has sailed ships over these waters, because
propelling winds are lacking. . . . likewise because dark-
ness screens the light of day with a sort of clothing, and
because a fog always conceals the sea.”

Aristotle, too, says in his ‘“Meteorologica” that the sea
beyond the Pillars of Hercules was muddy, shallow and al-
most unstirred by the winds. Aristotle was at one time a
pupil of Plato, and this would seem to afford good proof
that the latter’s statement was founded on the best available
information, and was probably acquired from Phcenician
or Greek seamen.

But we have other than classical evidence for the un-
navigable character of the Atlantic, evidence dating from a
considerably later period. Edrisi, the Arabic writer, says
that the Magrurin, certain Moorish sailors of Lisbon who
set sail thence in quest of an Atlantic island at some un-
defined period between the eighth and twelfth centuries,
encountered an impassable tract of ocean, and were forced
to alter their course, apparently reaching one of the
Canaries. 'The Pizigani map of 1367, too, has a rubric
containing a solemn protest against attempting to sail the
unnavigable ocean tract beyond the Azores, in the neigh-
bourhood of which the Sargasso Sea begins.

The details of the Critias now command our attention.
The first point that strikes us here is the statement of
Critias that the priests of Sais had already given the names
of the Atlanteans in the account an Egyptian aspect, and
that he (Critias) had been forced to render them ‘‘into
Greek.” Had the story been fabulous he would scarcely
have taken the trouble to make this clear. But it is diffi-
cult to see how, precisely, the names of Poseidon or Atlas
could have been translated into Egyptian. The Egyptians
had no deity corresponding to Poseidon, and none %o
could very readily be equated with Atlas, the earth-bearer.
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However, the deities mentioned in the account of Diodorus
can readily be associated with Egyptian forms, and it may
have been that Critias or Plato merely fell back on the names
current in the local Athenian version of the Atlantean
legend connected with the Panathenza. This would
certainly account for the appearance of Poseidon, who
was closely associated in myth with Pallas Athene, the
patroness of the city, and who was the sole begetter of
the Atlantidz.

The only name of the sons of Poseidon which has been
vouchsafed us in its Atlantean form is that of Gadir, ‘‘who
had for his portion the extremity of this island near the Pil-
lars of Hercules, and that part of it has since borne the name
Gadiric.” This equates with the classical name for the
vicinity of Cadiz in Spain, and assumes a close proximity
between the Spanish and Atlantean coasts.

The details concerning the topography and site of At-
lantis I propose to discuss in the chapter which deals with
its geography. Here it may serve to consider some minor
but nevertheless striking points. The climate of Atlantis
appears, according to Plato’s account, to have corresponded
closely to that of the Canary Islands, but two circumstances
combine to give it a distinctly African aspect: the state-
ment that large herds of elephants roamed the marshland,
and that ‘“‘a fruit with a hard rind” affording both meat,
drink and ointment, flourished there. This can refer only
to the coconut. Much has been made of these statements,
pro and con. The presence of the elephant as a contem-
porary of man in southern Europe is usually regarded as
“not proven” by archezologists, but there seems no good
reason for doubting its relatively late existence in an
environment better fitted to it climatically, and probably
African in character.

As the government and religion of Atlantis will also be

separately considered it will not be necessary in this place
bl
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to criticise the passages in Plato’s account which allude
to them. But it may be remarked in passing that Plato’s
observations upon them are in consonance with what we
know of the early ‘‘Azilian” civilisation of Spain and
Southern France. In these areas the bull was worshipped
and the ceremony attending its sacrifice, which Plato des-
cribes, might well have been illustrative of some dim folk-
memory of a barbaric rite of the Azilian era, which in some
of its aspects continued to survive to ‘“classical” times,
and the last vestiges of which still linger in the sport of
bull-fighting. Bull-baiting, even in England, continued
to have a semi-religious significance until the beginning
of the eighteenth century, and was associated with a cere-
monial undoubtedly of pagan descent. That it survived
elsewhere in Europe until a relatively late period can also
abundantly be demonstrated.

Plato’s account of Atlantean history breaks off short,
and was probably left unfinished because of his death.
He undoubtedly employed it to illustrate his ideas regard-
ing the perfect human political state, but that is not at
all to say that he invented it for this reason. That its
architectural details have a Greek as well as a Persian
colouring is only natural, but it is not necessary to infer
from the latter circumstance that he intended it as an
allegory of the Persian War, as has so often been stated.
Indeed, many of its details, for example, the insular and
maritime character of Atlantis, render such a theory quite
untenable. But Plato’s account, considered as a whole,
is in itself the best refutation of such an assumption.

The account of Diodorus raises a very different set of
problems. It at once involves us in a consideration of the
question as to how far the Greek myth of the Hesperides
has a bearing on the question of Atlantis. In one passage
Diodorus seems to place Atlantis on the West Coast of
Africa, in any case it ““borders upon the ocean,” and does
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not definitely appear as an insular region. Indeed, the
island Hesperia, inhabited by the Amazons, agrees much
more closely with the details of Plato’s account, as regards
its site, except that it is described as destitute of corn.
It is volcanic and prone to earthquakes, and is full of
fruit trees and herds of sheep and goats, as the Canaries
still are.v But I think I can discern in the description of
the Amazons a close resemblance to the Azilian people
who invaded Europe some 10,000 years ago, as observed
in their cave-paintings still extant. This race, the pro-
genitors of the Iberians, were the first inventors of the
bow, and their effeminate appearance, and their manner of
wearing their hair dressed on the crown of the head, may
have struck their enemies as womanish. The history
of Atlantis, as alluded to by Diodorus, can only be
understood by comparison with the details of Greek
mythology. But the statement of Diodorus that ‘it is
reported ” that an Atlantic tract was swallowed up by the
sea, is valuable as illustrating the fact that nearly four
hundred years after Plato’s time the belief in the founder-
ing of an Atlantic region was widely current. We should
also not ignore the statement of a writer so comparatively
early as Poseidonius that the account of Plato ought not
to be regarded as fiction, as the earth was known to have
undergone changes, a statement in which he is backed by
Strabo, and which shows that in the late pre-Christian
era geological opinion in support of the Atlantean theory
was beginning to take shape. Indeed, as Philip Smith
observes in the account already alluded to: ““Those who
regard it (the story of Atlantis) as pure fiction, but of an
early origin, view it as arising out of the very ancient
notion, found in Homer and Hesiod, that the abodes of
departed heroes were in the extreme west beyond the river
Oceanus, a locality naturally assigned as beyond the
. boundaries of the inhabited earth. That the fabulous
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prosperity and happiness of the Atlanteans was in some
degree connected with their poetical representations is very
probable, just as when islands were actually discovered off
the coast of Africa, they were called the Islands of the Blest.
But still, important parts of the legend are thus left un-
accounted for; its mythological character, its derivation
from the Egyptian priests, or other Oriental sources; and
what is, in Plato, its most important part, the supposed con-
flict of the Atlanteans with the people of the Old World.”

This shrewd writer has, in these remarks, probed down
to the very root of the argument. He says in effect that,
if the belief in Atlantis was a mythological one, or in some
way connected with the religious or fictional history of
the Greeks, the protagonists of that theory cannot leave
it at that, but must adduce proof to account for its mytho-
logical origin. It cannot be too strongly stressed that all
tradition has a basis of fact. Races, when semi-civilised
or barbarous, do not deliberately manufacture such
notions as that which averred that the Fortunate Isles
in the west were the places of reward of departed heroes.
A hundred myths could be adduced to show that such
ideas actually arise out of a memory of a western region
from which early migration proceeded. And it is of
special interest in connection with the problem before
us that some of the skull-burials of the Azilian people
already mentioned are so disposed that the faces look
towards the west—a certain sign that that region was
regarded as of especial sanctity. The myth of the war
between the Gods and Titans seems to the writer to
supply that proof to account for the mythological origin
of the story of Atlantis which Smith demanded.

As regards Plato’s chronology, it can be shown that
this is by no means based on improbability when all the
circumstances of the Azilian invasion of Europe are taken
into account. 'The argument that Plato’s date is erroneous
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has recently been touched upon by M. F. Butavand in
his La Veritable Histoire de L’Atlantide, where he says
(pp- 6-7): “This date is certainly erroneous, for at the
period mentioned the Grecian Republic did not exist;
the civilisation of Egypt was not in existence; the state-
ments of the priest of Sais are not comprehensible.
Mathematical, and above all chronological matter, as
touched upon by the writers of antiquity, frequently
present errors, and these we are able to rectify in dealing
with two well known erroneous computations. The
people of the Mediterranean and many others, at a
certain fixed epoch, counted by eights before arriving at
the use of a decimal system. Those authors who have
transmitted ancient accounts have frequently neglected
to transform the ancient to the decimal system . . . the
figure nine is out of the question, as it does not exist in
the octonal system.”

For this statement, so far as I can discover, there is no
basis of fact whatsoever. An octonal system may well
have been employed in early Europe, just as a system
equally dissimilar to the decimal was employed in ancient
America, but that it has any possible bearing on Plato’s
chronology, I fail to see. More seemingly reasonable is
M. Butavand’s statement that Eudoxus of Cnidus, who
had studied astronomy in Egypt, and was well qualified
to check the account of the priest of Sais, declared that
the duration of time indicated by Critias was not nine
thousand years, but as many months. This would bring
the date of the founding of Atlantis to about 1,400 years
before our era, or about the date of the XIX Dynasty in
Egypt. But the Egyptian system of chronology, on
which Plato’s account must manifestly have been based,
was certainly decimal in character, and the substitution of
months'for years in estimating Atlantean chronology is by
no means an innovation.



CHAPTER V
THE GEOGRAPHY OF ATLANTIS

WE must now consider the geographical questions con-
nected with the site and topography of Atlantis. With
these is inevitably bound up the problem of its actual
existence. We are not dealing with a Greece or a Rome,
an Egypt or an Assyria, but with a continent submerged,
the very existence of which is in some quarters strenu-
ously denied. In the first place, then, before we proceed
to draw conclusions with reference to its geographical
position and physiographical features from the literary
sources at our command, we are compelled to examine
such geological proof as we possess that Atlantis existed
at all. 'This must, indeed, be satisfactorily demonstrated
before we can reasonably regard the island of Atlantis
as a fit subject for anything approaching an historical
thesis.

The geological proof for the existence of Atlantis is
extensive, and in this place can only be summarized.
A full account of it will be found in my former works
The Problem of Atlantis and Atlantis in America. It is
here conceded that the only portion of geological time
which has a definite bearing on the problem is the Quater-
nary epoch, which embraces the Pleistocene or Ice Age,
and the commencement of which may, for practical
purposes, be placed about 500,000 years ago. The
Quaternary is subdivided into four glacial epochs and
one post-glacial epoch. It is only in this post-glacial
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epoch, which probably began about 25,000 years ago,
that any human form approaching modern man is to
be discovered in Europe. If, then, we are to posit
an Atlantis peopled by human types recognizable as
modern, the period in which we must do so is con-
fined to the last 25,000 years of European history.
Does modern geology uphold the probability of the
existence of an Atlantean continent at any time during
this period?

M. Pierre Termier, Director of Science of the Geolo-
gical Chart of France, is one of a growing band of geolo-
gists who devoutly believe that a great Atlantean continent
existed during the period in question! With the gradual
collection of new evidence relative to the geology and the
biology of the Atlantic region, the theory concerning the
existence of such a land-mass has taken on an entirely
new complexion. This evidence does not depend upon
the misty surmises of visionaries, or the dogmatic asser-
tions of that type of antiquary who twists tradition and
philology into the semblance of testimony, but on
considerations the most rational and credible. That
an Atlantean continent at one time occupied the
present oceanic gulf between Europe and America is a
scientific truth now accepted by geologists of all shades
of opinion, and the only question of debate which still
remains has reference to the precise period in geological
history at which this continent flourished.

The bed of the Atlantic is the most unstable part of the
earth’s surface, says M. Termier. Its eastern region is
a great volcanic zone. In its European-African depression
sea-volcanoes and insular volcanoes are abundant. Its
islands are largely formed of lava, and a similar formation
occurs in its American or western region. The bed of

1 See translation of his essay in the annual report of the Smithsonian
Institute for 1915.
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the Atlantic, this authority assures us, is still in move-
ment, in its extreme eastern zone, for a space of about
1,875 miles in breadth, which embraces Iceland, the
Azores, the Canaries, Madeira and the Cape Verde Islands.
In any part of this area unrecorded submarine cataclysms
may be taking place at any time.

M. Termier believes that a North Atlantic continent
formerly existed, comprising Russia, Scandinavia, Great
Britain, Greenland and Canada, to which was added later
a southern band made up of a large part of Central and
Western Europe and an immense portion of the United
States. ‘““There was also,” he says, “a South Atlantic
or African-Brazilian continent, extending northward to
the southern border of the Atlas, eastward to the Persian
Gulf and Mozambique Channel, westward to the eastern
border of the Andes and to the sierras of Colombia and
Venezuela. Between the two continents passed the
Mediterranean depression, that ancient maritime furrow
which has formed an escarp about the earth since the
beginning of geologic time, and which we see so deeply
marked in the present Mediterranean, the Caribbean
Sea, and the Sunda or Flores Sea. A chain of mountains
broader than the chain of the Alps, and perhaps in some
parts as high as the majestic Himalayas, once lifted itself
on the land-enclosed shore of the North Atlantic continent,
embracing the Vosges, the Central Plateau of France,
Brittany, the south of England and of Ireland, and also
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and, in the United States,
all the Appalachian region.”

The end of this continental era, thinks M. Termier,
came during the Tertiary Period, or that before the
Quaternary, when the mass, bounded on the south by a
chain of mountains, was submerged long before the
collapse of those volcanic lands of which the Azores are
the last vestiges. The South Atlantic Ocean was like-



The Geography of Atlantis 53

wise occupied for many thousands of centuries by a great
continent now engulfed beneath the sea. These move-
ments of depression probably occurred at several more or
less distantly removed periods. In the Europe of the
Tertiary era the movement was developing which gave
rise to the Alpine mountain chain. How far did this
chain extend into the Atlantic region? Did some frag-
ments of it rise high enough to lift themselves for some
centuries above the waters? This question M. Termier
answers in the affirmative.

He believes that the geology of the whole Atlantic
region has singularly altered in the course of the later
periods of the earth’s history. During the Secondary
period there were numerous depressions, the Tertiary
Period saw the annihilation of the continental areas, and
subsequently there appeared a new design, the general
direction of which was not east and west as formerly,
but north and south. Near the African coast, he holds,
there have certainly been important movements during
Quaternary times, when other changes undoubtedly took
place in the true oceanic region. ‘‘ Geologically speaking,”
he says, ‘“Plato’s theory of Atlantis is highly probable. .

It is entirely reasonable to believe that long after the
opening of the Strait of Gibraltar certain of these emerged
lands still existed, and among them a marvellous island,
separated from the African continent by a chain of other
smaller islands.  One thing alone remains to be proved—
that the cataclysm which caused this island to disappear
was subsequent to the appearance of man in Western
Europe. The cataclysm is undoubted. Did men then
live who could withstand the reaction and transmit the
memory of it? That is the whole question. I do not
believe it at all insoluble, though it seems to me that
neither geology nor zoology will solve it. These two
sciences appear to have told all they can tell, and it is from
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anthropology, from ethnography, and lastly from oceano-
graphy that I am now awaiting the final answer.”

Criticising this statement, Professor Schuchert writes:!
“The Azores are true volcanic and oceanic islands, and
it is almost certain that they never had land connections
with the continents on either side of the Atlantic Ocean.
If there is any truth in Plato’s thrilling account, we must
look for Atlantis off the western coast of Africa, and here
we find that five of the Cape Verde Islands and three
of the Canaries have rocks that are unmistakably like those
common to the continents. Taking into consideration
also the living plants and animals of these islands, many
of which are of European-Mediterranean affinities of
late Tertiary time, we see that the evidence appears to
indicate clearly that the Cape Verde and Canary Islands
are fragments of a greater Africa. . . . What evidence
there may be to show that this fracturing and breaking
down of western Africa took place as suddenly as related
by Plato, or that it occurred about 10,000 years ago, is as
yet unknown to geologists.”

Professor R. F. Scharff, of Dublin, who has perhaps
contributed more valuable data to the literature of Atlan-
tean research than any other living scientist, concludes that
Madeira and the Azores were connected with Portugal
in Miocene or later Tertiary times, when man had already
appeared in Europe, and that from Morocco to the Canary
Islands and thence to South America stretched a vast
land which extended southward as far as St. Helena.
This great continent, he believes, began to subside before
the Miocene. But he holds that its northern portions per-
sisted until the Azores and Madeira became isolated from
Europe. “I believe,” he says, ‘“that they were still con-
nected in early Pleistocene (Ice Age) times with the conti-
nents of Europe and Africa, at a time when man had already

! In The Geographical Review, Vol. 3, 1917, p. 65.
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made his appearance in Western Europe, and was able to
reach the islands by land.”?

Among those modern geologists who uphold the
Atlantean theory is Professor Edward Hull, whose investi-
gations have led him to conclude that the Azores are the
peaks of a submerged continent which flourished in the
Pleistocene period. ‘“The flora and fauna of the two
hemispheres,” says Professor Hull, ‘“‘support the geo-
logical theory that there was a common centre in the
Atlantic, where life began, and that during and prior to
the glacial epoch great land-bridges north and south
spanned the Atlantic Ocean.” He adds: “I have made
this deduction by a careful study of the soundings as
recorded on the Admiralty charts.” Dr. Hull also holds
the view that at the time this Atlantic continent existed
there was also a great Antillean continent or ridge shutting
off the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico from what
is called the Gulf Stream.?

These considerations would appear to sustain the
contention of modern geologists that the bed of the
Atlantic has undergone constant change, and that, indeed,
it may have risen and sunk many times since the period
of the last Ice Age, as Sir William Dawson once stated.

From such evidence we may be justified in concluding
that the hypothesis of a formerly existing land-mass in
the Atlantic Ocean is by no means based on mere surmise.
The fact that geologists of distinction have risked their
reputations by testifying in no uncertain manner to the
reality of a former Atlantean continent should surely
give pause to those who impatiently refuse even to
examine the probabilities of the arguments so ably upheld.
But the most significant consideration which emerges

! Some remarks on the Atlantis Problem. Proc. Royal Irish Academy.
Vol. 24, 1902.

2 The Sub-Oceanic Physiography of the North Atlantic.
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is that this ynodern expert evidence is almost entirely in
favour of the existence of a comparatively recent land-mass
or masses in the Atlantic, and if we take into considera-
tion the whole of the evidence, and the nature of its
sources, it does not seem beyond the bounds of human
credence that at a period probably no earlier than that
mentioned by Plato in his Critias, viz. g6oo B.C., this
ancient continent was still in partial existence, but in
process of disintegration—that an island of considerable
size, the remnant, perhaps, of the African ‘shelf,” still
lay opposite the entrance to the Mediterranean, and that
lesser islands connected it with Europe, Africa, and, per-
haps, with our own shores.

Dealing with the improbability of such an island as
Atlantis, ever having existed, Mr. W. H. Babcock objects
that: 1 “The advocates of a real Atlantis try to pile up
proofs of a great land-mass existing at some time in the
Atlantic Ocean, a logical proceeding so far as it goes, but
one that falls short of its mark, for the land may have
ascended and descended again ages before the reputed
Atlantis period. It is of no avail to demonstrate its
presence in the Miocene, Pliocene, or Pleistocene epoch,
or, indeed, at any time prior to the development of a
well organised civilisation among men, or, as Plato appar-
ently reasons, between 11,000 and 12,000 years ago. Also
what is wanted is evidence of the great island Atlantis,
not of the former seaward extension of some existing
continent, nor of any land-bridge spanning the ocean.
It is true that such conditions might serve as distant pre-
liminaries for the production of Atlantis Island by the
breaking down and submergence of the intervening land,
but this only multiplies the cataclysms to be demon-
strated and can have no real relevance in the absence of
proof of the island itself. The geologic and geographic

1 Legendary Islands of the Atlantic, p. 19.
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phenomena of pre-human ages are beside the question.
The tale to be investigated is of a flourishing insular
growth of artificial human society on a large scale, not so
very many thousands of years ago, evidently removed from
all tradition of engulfment and hence dreading it not at
all, but sending forth its conquering armies until the final
defeat and annihilating cataclysm.”

The reader will observe that I have not *“tried to pile
up proofs of a great land-mass existing at some time in the
Atlantic Ocean,” otherwise than to permit him to follow
the general argument with clarity, but that I have confined
most of the geological evidence to that part of it which
deals with the possible existence of Atlantis at the period
indicated in Plato’s myth. As regards the portion of Mr.
Babcock’s statement which relates to the condition of
“human society on a large scale” to be found in Atlantis,
I have never subscribed to this notion, but have, in my
former works, indicated that I believed such human
society as Atlantis boasted to be of a comparatively primi-
tive characterl The protagonist of the Atlantis theory
need not rely solely upon the evidence of Plato, as Mr.
Babcock appears to think. To do so would unduly and
unnecessarily limit the sphere of both proof and inquiry.

The soundings taken in the Atlantic by various
Admiralty authorities have revealed the existence of a
great bank or elevation commencing near the coast of
Ireland, traversed by the fifty-third parallel, and extending
in a southerly direction embracing the Azores, to the
neighbourhood of French Guiana and the mouths of the
Amazon and Para Rivers. The level of this great ridge is
some 9,000 feet above the bed of the Atlantic. Soundings
taken by the various expeditions of the Hydra, Porcupine
and Challenger during the nineteenth century especially

1 Although, further on, I adduce sound reasons showing that the civilisa-
tion of Atlantis may actually have been of a comparatively high character.
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uphold the hypothesis of the former existence of land in
the Atlantic region.

Regarding the relationship of the submarine banks of
the North Atlantic to the problem, Mr. W. H. Babcock
writes: ‘“All of these subaqueous mountain-top lands or
hidden elevated plateaus are conspicuously nearer the
ocean surface than the real depths of the sea—so much
nearer that they inevitably raise the suspicion of having
been above that surface within the knowledge and memory
of man. It is notorious that coasts rise and fall all over
the world in what may be called the normal non-spas-
modic action of the strata, and sometimes the movement in
one direction—upward or downward—seems to have per-
sisted through many centuries. If we assume that-
Gettysburg Bank has been continuously descending at
the not extravagant rate of two feet in a century then it
was a considerable island above water about the period dealt
with by the priests of Sais! Apparently the rising of
Labrador and Newfoundland since the last recession and
dispersion of the great ice-sheet has been even more.
Here the elements of exact comparison in time and condi-
tions are lacking; nevertheless, the reported uplift of more
than goo feet in one quarter and nearly 6oo in another
is impressive as showing what the old earth may do in
steady endeavour. It must be borne in mind, too, that a
sudden acceleration of the descent of Gettysburg Bank and
its consorts may well have occurred at any stage in so fever-
ishly seismic an area. All considered, it seems far from
impossible that some of these banks may have been visible and
even habitable at some time when men had attained a moderate
degree of civilisation. But they would not be of any vast
extent.” !

But we have even more valuable evidence from other
sources than from geology alone. The evidence afforded

1 Italics are mine—Author.
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and estuaries of the West African and East South Ameri-
can sea-boards. The range of these marine animals
seems to many zoologists to imply that their ancestors have
spread along some coast-line which formerly united the
Old World and the New at no very distant period.

The reptilian fauna of the Atlantic islands is almost
entirely European in character. Among the lizards, a
North African and a Chilian form are allied. The large
family of the burrowing Amphisbanida is absolutely con-
fined to America, Africa, and the Mediterranean region.
In his monograph on the mollusca of the Atlantic islands?
Mr. T. V. Wollaston drew attention to the fact that the
Mediterranean element is much more traceable in the
Canaries than in any other groups of islands. He believes
that the Atlantic islands have originated from the breaking-
up of a land which was once more or less continuous, and
which had been intercolonised along ridges and tracts now
lost beneath the ocean.

Professor Simroth, writing on the similarity between
the slugs of Spain, Portugal, North Africa, and the Canar-
ies, concluded that there was probably a broad land-
connection between these four countries, and that it must
have persisted until comparatively recent times. Dr. W.
Kobelt, who formerly ridiculed the Atlantean theory,
later altered his views. Comparing the European with
the West Indian and Central American fauna, he points
out that the land shells on the two opposite sides of the
Atlantic certainly imply an ancient connection between
the Old World and the New, which became ruptured only
toward the close of the latter part of the Tertiary period.
Dr. von Ihering lays stress on the fact that no mala-
cologist nowadays could explain the presence of these
continental molluscs on the Atlantic islands in any other
way but by their progresssion on land.

! Testacea Atlantica, London, 1878.
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from biological research is even more remarkable. Pro-
fessor Scharff in his paper already quoted from has made it
clear that the larger mammalia of the Atlantic islands were
not imported, and states that his endeavours to trace ‘“‘the
history of their origin on the islands point rather to some
of them, at any rate, having reached the latter 'in
the normal way, which is by a land-connection with
Europe.”

The presence of large hawks or buzzards, observed by
the discoverers of the Azores in 1439, led to the islands
receiving the name of Agores, or Hawk Islands. These
birds usually live on mice, rats, and young rabbits, and this
implies the existence of such mammals on the islands. It
appears to be substantiated that the existence of the Azores
had already been known to earlier navigators, for in a
book published in 1345 by a Spanish friar the Azores are
referred to, and the names of the several islands given.
On an atlas published at Venice in 1385 some of the islands
are mentioned by name, as Capraria, or Isle of Goats,
now San Miguel; Columbia, or Isle of Doves, now Pico;
Li Congi, Rabbit Island, now Flores; and Corvi Marini,
or Isle of Sea Crows, now Corvo. This nomenclature
given prior to the discovery—the ‘““official” discovery of
the islands, that is—seems to justify the assumption that
mammals such as the wild goat and the rabbit flourished
there at that period, and had reached the islands from
Europe by a land-connection at a remoter era.

Certain zoologists, says Professor Scharff, recognise a
distinct division of the marine area of the globe as con-
sisting of the middle portion of the Atlantic, which they
call ‘“Mesatlantic.” Two genera of mammals are
assigned as characteristic of this region—the Monachus or
Monk Seal, and the Sirenian Manatus. Neither of these
animals frequents the open ocean. Their several species
inhabit the Mediterranean, the West Indies, and the coasts
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Sixty per cent. of the butterflies and moths found in
the Canaries are of Mediterranean origin, and twenty
per cent. of these are to be found in America. Some
crustaceans afford proof of the justice of the Atlantean
hypothesis. The genus Platyarthus is represented by
three species in Western Europe and North Africa, one
in the Canaries and one in Venezuela. ‘“There is,” says
Scharff, “another group of crustacea which yields such
decisive indications of the former land-connection between
Africa and South America that scarcely anything else is
needed to put that theory on a firm basis. The group
referred to is that of the fresh-water decapods, the species
on both sides of the Atlantic showing a most remarkable
affinity.”

Experiments have shown that certain snails cannot
withstand prolonged immersion in sea-water. Yet these
species are found alike in Europe, America, and the
Canary Islands. It is therefore manifest that they must
have progressed thence by land. Many similar parallels
could be drawn from plant life, if space permitted.

At the same time there are biologists who absolutely
refute the notion of a land-bridge between the New and
the Old World, and who believe the Old World type
reached America by way of Behring Strait. This, however,
has always appeared to the writer as a hypothesis much
more difficult of belief than the Atlantean. The con-
clusions arrived at in a former work by aid of this evidence
were as follows:

That a great continent formerly occupied the whole
or major portion of the North Atlantic region, and a
considerable portion of its southern basin. Of early
geological origin, it must, in the course of successive ages,
have experienced many changes in contour and mass,
probably undergoing frequent submergence and emer-

gence.
F
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That in Miocene (Late Tertiary) times it still retained
its continental character, but towards the end of that
period it began to disintegrate, owing to successive
volcanic and other causes.

That this disintegration resulted in the formation of
greater and lesser insular masses. Two of these, con-
siderably larger in area than any of the others, were
situated (a) at a relatively short distance from the entrance
to the Mediterranean ; and (b) in the region of the present
West India Islands. These may respectively be called
Atlantis and Antillia. Communication was possible be-
tween them by an insular chain.

That these two island-continents and the connecting
chain of islands persisted until late Pleistocene times, at
which epoch (about 25,000 years ago, or the beginning
of the Post-Glacial epoch) Atlantis seems to have expe-
rienced further disintegration. Final disaster appears to
have overtaken Atlantis about 10,000 B.C. Antillia, on
the other hand, seems to have survived until a much
more recent period, and still persists fragmentally in the
Antillean group or West India Islands.

If these data be accepted as affording proof, as sub-
stantial as in the circumstances can be expected, of the
existence of Atlantis at some time within the past twelve
thousand years, we may now proceed to a consideration
of its exact site.

One of the most popular theories relating to the former
site of Atlantis is that which gives it a coincidence of area
with the Sargasso Sea. Although the Sargasso Sea is
one of the most easily accessible parts of the earth’s surface,
one of its permanent and conspicuous features, more
uncertainty respecting its actual character seems to exist
than in the case of the peaks of Everest, or the Desert
of Obi. That legend should be so busy concerning a
large tract of the Atlantic Ocean, a floating continent of
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weed, lying no farther from the shores of the United States
than does the Bay of Biscay from our own, is chiefly due
to the popular ignorance of oceanography which prevails.

During quite recent years the most extraordinary
reports have been circulated of the imprisonment in the
vast fields of the Sargasso weed of flotillas of sea-going
vessels ancient and modern, from the triremes of Tyre
to the tramp steamer. These are, of course, gross exag-
gerations arising out of the persistent traditions of cen-
turies. The Sargasso is, indeed, shunned by vessels for
more reasons than one. But it is safe to say that no
modern ocean-going liner could possibly become entrapped
in its luxuriant masses of vegetation, did it seek to traverse
them. But, as we have seen, good evidence exists that
in more remote days vessels found much difficulty in
navigating the Sargasso, if they were not caught within
its toils.

The Sargasso Sea occupies an area of at least 3,000,000
square miles, embracing a tract extending from the 3oth
parallel of longitude to the Antilles, and from the 4oth
to the 2oth parallel of latitude. This area, indeed, applies
only to that portion of the sea which contains at least
five per cent. of weed. But the natural region of the
Sargasso, estimated not only on the occurrence of Gulf
Weed, but also on the prevailing absence of currents and
the relatively high temperature of the water in all depths,
is at least 5,400,000 square miles, an area somewhat less
than half of the continent of Europe.

The weed characteristic of this almost unique oceanic
stretch belongs to the brown algz, and is named Sargassum
bacciferum, more colloquially Gulf Weed. It is easily
recognised by its small berry-like bladders, and is believed
to be continually replenished by additional supplies torn
from the North American coast by waves, and carried
by currents until they accumulate in the great Atlantic
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whirl which surrounds the Sargasso. It is thought that
the older patches gradually lose their power of floating,
and perish by sinking in deep water. They become
covered with white patches of polyzoa and worms living
in twisted calcareous tubes, and small fishes, crabs,
prawns and molluscs, inhabit the mass, all exhibiting
remarkable adaptative colouring, although none of them
naturally belong to the open sea.

The Arcturus expedition, under the direction of Dr.
Beebe, of the New York Zoological Society, which is
presently investigating these mysterious stretches of weed-
encumbered ocean, some time ago dispatched a wireless
message to the New York newspapers respecting the
discovery of glass, volcanic rock and sponge deposits
from the bed of the Sargasso. The chief purpose of the
expedition is to determine whether the weed of which
the Sargasso is composed is blown out from the land,
or propagates itself, and to examine and photograph the
strange forms of life which inhabit it.

What is certain is that the Sargasso Sea is the abode of
myriads of marine creatures—fishes, crustaceans, molluscs,
from the probably gigantic to the infinitely small. It is
the feeding-place of many species of birds. Some scien-
tists suppose that as the upper life of this sea zone dies
and falls to the bottom it must support a great and won-
derful deep-sea life at various levels. These levels, to
the very lowest, are now to be explored with the aid of
trawls, dredges, hooks, traps and other devices. Living
and dead specimens will be collected. Fish from the
extreme depths, which explode when brought to the
surface, will be taken out in air-pressure apparatus and
kept alive in special aquarium tanks.

The present attitude of science towards the problem |
of the Sargasso may be summed up in the words of Lieut.
J. C. Soley of the U.S. Navy, who, in his Circulation of the
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North Atlantic, says that the South-east branch of the
Gulf Stream “runs in the direction of the Azores, where
it is deflected by the cold, upwelling stream from the
north, and runs into the centre of the Atlantic Basin,
where it is lost in the dead waters of the Sargasso Sea.”
Commenting on this, the U.S. Hydrographic Office
observes: ‘‘Through the dynamical forces arising from
the earth’s rotation, which cause moving masses in the
northern hemisphere to be deflected toward the right-
hand side of their path, the algz that are borne by the
Gulf Stream from the tropical seas find their way towards
the inner edge of the circulatory drift which moves in a
clockwise direction around the central part of the North
Atlantic Ocean. In this central part the flow of the
surface waters is not steady in any direction, and hence
the floating seaweed tends to accumulate there. This
;accumulation is perhaps most observable in the triangular
region marked out by the Azores, the Canaries and the
Cape Verde Islands, but much seaweed is also found to
the westward of the middle part of this region in an
elongated area extending to the 7oth meridian. The
abundance of seaweed in the Sargasso Sea fluctuates
much with the variation of the agencies which account
for its presence, but this office does not possess any
authentic records to show that it has ever materially
impeded vessels.”

It is obvious that this statement is influenced by present-
day conditions. If the gigantic rope-like masses of the
Sargasso weed could scarcely impede the progress of
modern steamers equipped with powerful screws, they
may well have hampered the galley oars on which ancient
and medizval navigators had perforce to rely in time
of calm. Also it is scarcely credible that small sailing
vessels could freely drive through them with an ordinary
wind. As we have seen, there is a very large body of
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testimony that in ancient times the Atlantic was unnavi-
gable, and that the Sargasso Sea formerly occupied a
much larger area. If the Gulf Weed was unobstructive,
it is difficult fo account for the warnings and complaints
of the geographical writers of antiquity. In these days,
when ocean lanes and sea-ways are so narrowly laid down
for steamships, and when the captains of sailing vessels
have learned what areas of sea it is best to avoid, formal
reports of impediment are scarcely to be expected. But
there is assuredly some basis for the age-long evil repute
of the Sargasso Sea.

We will recall that Plato in his Critias, speaking of the
foundering of the continent of Atlantis beneath the
waves, remarks that ‘‘the sea in these regions has become
impassable. Vessels cannot pass there because of the
sands which extend over the buried isle.” ‘It must be
evident,” says Mr. W. H. Babcock, in his Legendary
Islands of the Atlantic, ‘‘ that Plato would not have written
thus unless he relied on the established general repute
of that part of the ocean for difficulty of navigation.”

Maury, writing about 1850, describes the Sargasso Sea
as being ““so thickly matted over with Gulf Weed that the
speed of vessels passing through it is often retarded. To
the eye, at a little distance, it seems substantial enough to
walk upon. Patches of the weed are always to be seen
floating along the edge of the Gulf Stream. Now if bits
of cork, or chaff or any floating substance be put in a
basin and a circular motion be given to the water, all the
light” substances will be found crowding together near
the centre of the pool where there is the least motion.

ust such a basin is the Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf Stream;
and the Sargasso Sea is the centre of the whirl. Columbus
first found this weedy sea in his voyage of discovery;
there it has remained to this day, moving up and/down,
and changing its position, like the calms of Cancer, accord-



———mmr

3.~

e

P,

FRIPOYLF - — T
O

CONJECTURAL SITE OF ATLANTIS OFF THE COAST OF AFRICA
(After F. Butavand).
[Opposite page 68



Digitized by Microsoft ®




The Geography of Atlantis 69

ing to the seasons, the storms and the winds. Exact
observations as to its limits and their range, extending
back for fifty years, assure us that its mean position has
not been altered since that time.”

A venerable tradition associated the Sargasso Sea with
the sunken continent of Atlantis, and numerous writers
have asserted their belief that in its area the former site
of Plato’s submerged island is to be found. However
that may be, the Sargasso weed seems to have persisted
for thousands of years. Weed of the same species as is
found in the Sargasso occurs in the Pacific Ocean west of
California, where it is known land formerly existed.
That land once above water is now submerged beneath the
Sargasso Sea seems apparent. The great bank mapped
out by the several expeditions which undertook the survey
of the Atlantic towards the latter part of last century in
the Hydra, Porcupine, Challenger and Dolphin, has par-
tial relations with the Sargasso area. This bank com-
mences at a point south of the coast of Ireland, is tra-
versed by the 53rd parallel, and stretches in a direction
which embraces the Azores toward the African coast.
The general level of this great ridge or plateau is some
9,000 feet above that of the bed of the Atlantic. Other
immense banks stretch from Iceland almost to the South
American coast, where they adjoin the old sunken land of
Antillia. It is precisely above the area where the great
sunken plateaux converge, that is between the g4oth and
6oth parallels of longitude, and the 20th and 4oth parallels
of latitude, that the Sargasso weed is thickest. There
appears, t00, to be good evidence that that alge propagates
itself, and does not drift from the North American coasts
or the Gulf Stream, as oceanographers formerly believed.
But in all probability the matter will be set at rest by the -
report of the Arcturus expedition, the researches of which
can scarcely fail to enlighten us regarding one of the most
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curious phenomenons of that marine world concerning
the deeper mysteries of which we know so little.

It will be admitted that reliable evidence exists for the
assumption that the area of the Sargasso Sea coincides
with that of sunken Atlantis. A greater amount of proof
that the weed of which it is composed is in some manner
connected with the detritus of the sunken continent is
certainly desirable. Not only does the coincidence of
areas between the Sargasso and the traditional site of
Atlantis assist such a hypothesis, the antiquity of the classi-
cal allusions to the Sargasso accumulation and the obviously
wider area it occupied in ancient times appear to strengthen
it.

We have here, of course, to consider the site of Atlantis
only during that phase of its existence when it was occu-
pied by human life. Practically all geologists are agreed,
as we know, that in Miocene or late Tertiary times it still
retained its continental character, occupying the whole or
major part of the North Atlantic region, but many believe
that it disappeared during that era. Others, to whose
opinion we adhere, think that towards the end of the
period in question, it began to disintegrate, owing to vol-
canic and seismic causes. This disintegration, as we
think, resulted in the formation of the islands of Atlantis
and Antillia, We can, for the present, leave the latter
out of our considerations. What, exactly, was the geo-
graphical position and site of the island known as Atlantis,
at the period when its early population, the Cr6-Magnon
Race, began to leave it for European soil?

‘The island, says Plato, (1) was situated in front of the
Pillars of Hercules, otherwise the Straits of Gibraltar;
(2) It was greater than Libya (the Greek name for Medit-
erranean Africa) and Asia (Asia Minor only in Plato’s
time) combined. This would give it an area, roughly, of
about 2,650,000 square miles, or some 350,000 miles less
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than Australia. Supposing it to have lain, as Plato says,
directly in front of, and at no great distance from, the
Hispano-African coasts (as the fact that part of it was
called ‘Gadiric,” implies) then we must think of a land-
mass which extended westward at least to the 45th
parallel of longitude, and from north to south, nearly from
the 45th parallel of latitude to about the 22nd parallel of
latitude, as shown on the accompanying map. This area
embraces not only the Azores and the Canary Islands, but
much of the Sargasso Sea as well, though not its thickest
part, and lies directly above the great banks surrounding
the Azores and the Canaries. If we regard the Canaries
as its south—eastern extremity (and it could not have come
much farther in this direction without touching the
African coast), and the Azores as the northern limit of
the Atlantean land-mass proper at the period in question,
and prolong it westward towards the 45th parallel of longi-
tude, we have not only an area commensurate with that
mentioned by Plato, but with those natural features which
strikingly demonstrate its former presence. It seems
probable, too, that the original area of Atlantis may have
coincided with that of the whole area of the Sargasso Sea.

This, of course, refers, as I have said, to the ‘“last phase”
of Atlantis, from 23,000 B.C. to about g6oo B.C., when it
became finally submerged, according to Plato. Naturally
it may have undergone some shrinkage during that period,
as it certainly had during the period antecedent, but surely
Plato must have had at his disposal some information of a
very definite character to permit him to make a statement
so clearly in accord, as I have shown, with the natural
features of the Atlantic basin, submarine and supermarine.
It does not seem to me that Mr. W. Scott-Elliot, in his
interesting book, The Story of Atlantis, or M. Gattefossé
in his La Verite sur L’ Atlantide, have taken these features
sufficiently into consideration along with Plato’s account in
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framing the excellent maps which accompany their
arguments. The last phase of Atlantis, Poseidonius, as
shown by Mr. Scott-Elliot’s map, is a world away from the
Hispano-African coast, as, allowing for the former exist-
ence of the African ‘““shelf” and for Plato’s statement, it
could not possibly have been, and the same applies to M.
Gattefossé’s conjectural map of Atlantis in Tertiary times.
If the island-continent lay, ‘“ before the mouth of the strait,”
as Plato says, and the quicksands left by its submergence
hindered navigation at the very mouth of the strait, as
Aristotle and Scylax of Caryanda assert, the island which
caused the debris must logically have been in close
proximity to the Straits of Gibraltar.

The conjectural map of Bory de St. Vincent, which was
compiled not only from Plato’s account, but from that of
Diodorus Siculus, appears more in consonance with the
facts as given by these authors, but I think it should cer~
tainly have shown Atlantis as extending farther northward,
so as to face the straits of Gibraltar, and come more
‘“‘under Mount Atlas,” as Diodorus states it did. More-
over it shows no proximity to the ‘‘Gadiric” region of
Spain.

The latest theory regarding the site of Atlantis is that of
M. F. Butavand, as given in his La Veritable Histoire de
L’ Atlantide (Paris, 1925). He believes that Atlantis was
situated inside the Straits of Gibraltar, and that it was,
indeed, a portion of the ancient coast of what is now Tunis
and Tripoli. He thinks that the ‘“sea” alluded to by
Plato as having been opposite Atlantis was the Tyrr-
henian Sea, and casts doubts on Plato’s chronology.
The arguments—hydraulic and oceanographic—with
which he buttresses his theory are as remarkable as they
are ingenious, and he identifies several islands now exist-
ing off the sunken coast of Tripoli with those alluded to
by Proclus, in his commentary on the Timeus, as having
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been contiguous to Atlantis. He adduces proof that this
part of the Mediterranean was particularly difficult of navi-
gation, and argues that it must have been this especial
locality which was so alluded to by the Priest of Sais.
He further brings philological evidence to his aid, and
manages to involve with his thesis the story of the Israelites
crossing the Red Sea! Interesting and ingenious as is his
essay, however, one must regard it as scarcely designed to
contribute to the lucidity of Atlantean study.

And in what circumstances did the Atlantic Ocean come
to bear the name of Atlas? Did it not do so because the
traditions of Atlantis, the island-continent which had once
occupied a considerable portion of it, survived into historic
times? Atlantis is the genitive or possessive form of
Atlas, meaning “‘of Atlas,” and ““Atlantic” is merely the
adjective thereof. The handiest dictionary renders it as
‘“‘pertaining to Atlas.” Skeat derives it as “named after
Mount Atlas . . . from crude form Atlanti.”” The name
Atlas means “‘the sustainer, or bearer,” from the Sanskrit
root Tal, “to bear.” But—there is always a ““but” in
these matters—it seems extraordinary that the island of
Atalanta, near Eubcea, the largest island of the Zgean Sea,
had a history somewhat resembling that of Atlantis.
Strabo in his First Book (3. 20.) says: ‘““And they say,
also, of the Atalanta near Eubcea, that its middle portions,
because they had been rent asunder, got a ship-canal
through the rent, and that some of the plains were over-
flowed even as far as twenty stadia, and that a trireme was
lifted out of the docks and cast over the wall.” Diodorus
Siculus says that Atalanta was once a peninsula, and that
it was broken away from the mainland by an earthquake.
Now both writers obviously refer to an earthquake which
occurred in 426 B.C., or the year before Plato’s birth. Plato
must, therefore, have known of the occurrence. There
was also a tradition in the neighbouring island of Eubcea
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that that place had been separated from Beeotia by an
earthquake.

“The epithet Atlantic,” says Dr. Smith in his Classical
Dictionary, was applied to it from the mythical position of
Atlas being upon its shores.” That means it was called
after the god or Titan Atlas. But at what date was it
first o called? Homer alludes to it as “Oceanus.” Plato
himself calls it ‘‘ Atlantic,’” as if it were a name with which
he was well acquainted.

We may then conclude that the island-continent of
Atlantis at the time of its submergence extended from a
point close to the entrance to the Mediterranean to the
45th parallel of longitude, and from north to south, nearly
from the 45th parallel of latitude to about the 22nd parallel
of latitude.
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CHAPTER VI
THE RACES OF ATLANTIS

IF we regard the Atlantean continent as a reality and not
as a mythical or fictional region, and consider the account
of it as given by Plato as enshrining an ancient folk-
memory of events which actually occurred, we are faced
with the necessity for proving not only by the facts of
geology that it formerly existed, but that it was inhabited
by men who had reached a fairly advanced type of civilisa-
tion. In view of the whole circumstances, and in a case
where actual written records are not available, this is a
task of no little difficulty and complexity, but I hope to
be able to show that Plato’s account fits in so accurately
with the proven findings of modern archzology and
ethnology as to render it a matter of considerable risk
altogether to deny it.

Plato tells us that at a date which we may roughly
take to be 9,640 years before Christ a host of invaders
“marched in wanton insolence upon all Europe and Asia
together, issuing yonder from the Atlantic Ocean.”
Now did any such invasion actually occur about the period
mentioned, and does anthropological science cast any
light upon such an exodus or folk-movement ?

Two well-known German geologists, Penck and Bruck-
ner, find evidence of a series of lesser variations of climate
subsequent to the four main glaciations of the great Ice
Age, leading gradually to modern conditions. These
they call ‘‘stadia,” and have named them the Buhl,
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Gsnitch and Dorn, according to the topographical condi-
tions they appear to have created. The end of the Dorn
stadium is roughly dated by Penck at about %000
B.C., the Buhl, he would place about 20,000, and the
Gsnitch between the two, or about 10,000 B.c. This latter
is the accepted date for the arrival in Spain and Southern
France of a race of men known as the Azilian-Tarde-
noisian. This people, the Abbé Breuil, the greatest
living authority upon the pre-history of France and Spain,
believes to have come from ‘‘circum-Mediterranean
sources”’ about 10,000 years ago.

The Azilian race derives its name from a cave or tunnel,
known as Le Mas d’Azil, in the Pyrenean department of
Ariége, where its deposits were discovered by Edouard
Piette! He found its remains deposited in nine strata on
both banks of the river Arise, which flows through the
Mas d’Azil tunnel, and its characteristics, as illustrated
by the débris collected, are as follows: The people whose
remains he discovered on this site must have been markedly
vegetarian and fruitarian, for Piette discovered the stones
or husks of oak-acorns, haws, sloes, hazel-nuts, chestnuts,
cherries, prunes and walnuts. He also found a handful
of barley-seeds, suggesting that they cultivated that
cereal.

Harpoons were a feature of the Azilian culture, and
this seems to indicate that their users were a people of
maritime habits. These weapons were made of stag’s
horn, and were flat in shape. Over a thousand of these
harpoons were found at Mas d’Azil. Along with them
were found many necklaces of sea-shells, such as were
then to be gathered on the French shores of the Mediter-
ranean and Atlantic, and this would also seem to point to
a maritime association in the case of this people.

1 See his paper Hiatus et lacune ; Bulletin de la Societe &’ Anthro-
pologie de Paris, Series IV, Vol. VI, p. 235.
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But the most amazing detail which the Azilian art
displayed was a large collection of pebbles having certain
marks in red painted upon them with peroxide of iron,
mingled with some resinous substance. These marks
consist of vertical strokes, circles, crosses, zig-zags and
ladder-like patterns. Several characters resembled the
letter E, while others seemed to be composed of random
lines.

The first assumption of their finder was that these
characters were alphabetic, and the suggestion was made
that they were the débris of a Paleolithic school. Other
authorities believed them to be pieces used in a game of
skill. They seemed, too, to bear a close resemblance to
the churingas of the Australian aborigines, magical or
sacred slabs engraved with fetishtic or totemic symbols.
But whereas the Australian churingas were invariably
preserved in sacred caverns, the Azilian pebbles appear
to have been objects of general use. The Abbé Breuil
and Sefior Obermeier, the well-known Spanish archaolo-
gist, have, however, made it clear by a comparative study
that the characters represented on the pebbles bear a
close resemblance to those painted on the walls of certain
caves in Spain. They are, indeed, human figures highly
conventionalised, which, by long usage, have lost all
likeness to human shape, just as the letters of our modern
alphabet resemble not at all the early forms from which
they have been developed. The likelihood is, according
to Professor Macalister, that they are representations of
the dead, or soul-houses, ““abodes for the spirits of
deceased members of the community, and were associated
with the cult of the dead.’”

The Azilian culture has been discovered in Spain,
especially in the north, at Castello and Valli, and in the
Landes of France, the Haute Pyrenees and Ari¢ge. The

1 Text-book of European Archaology, p. 531.
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race penetrated to Britain, and its remains have been
found in Yorkshire and Durham, and in Scotland in the
famous Oban cave, explored in 1894, when typical Azilian
harpoons and other artifacts were found. In the island
of Oronsay, too, flat Azilian harpoons were unearthed
from a shell-mound, and that Azilian man in this region
had some skill in navigation is shown by the presence
in the mould of shells of deep-sea varieties of crabs.
Another feature of the Azilian culture are the objects
usually described as pygmy or ‘‘Tardenoisian” flints,
which take their name from Fére-en-Tardenois in the
department of the Aisne, in France. These are small
splinters of flint, usually less than an inch in length,
resembling arrowheads. Most of these have been found
in the neighbourhood of the sea, and were probably
intended to serve as fish-hooks. These are not neces-
sarily Azilian, though very frequently found associated
with that culture, and the name ‘Tardenoisan” is thus
usually applied separately to them. They appear, indeed,
to be more specially related to what in now known as the
‘““Capsian” culture (usually attributed to North Africa,
and so called from Capsa or Gapsa in Tunis) which
flourished in that region long prior to the appearance of the
Azilians in Europe, and which itself had invaded the
Spanish peninsula. ‘“With the Capsian culture,” remarks
Macalister, ‘‘must undoubtedly be associated the Spanish
wall-paintings at Alfera, Cogul and elsewhere. . . . It
follows that these are two strong links uniting the Capsian
with the Azilian culture. The Capsian Art is the parent
from which the painted pebbles of Le Mas d’Azil have
been derived, and the Capsian flint industry is the origin
of the Azilian-Tardenoisian.”” The bow, he thinks, was
also introduced into Europe by the Capsian people.
Whence came the Azilians and their predecessors the
Capsians? ‘““‘The Azilian bone-harpoon industry,” says
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Professor Osborn, like the Tardenoisan microlithic
flint industry, was largely pursued by fisher-folk.”
Breuil believes the Azilians to be of Mediterranean origin,
and sees the gradual introduction of Azilian culture in
that area slowly mingling with older forms. The Azilian
culture in its earliest phase is to be found in North Africa
and South-Western Europe.

The question for us here is: did it develop in these
regions, or was it introduced? The Azilian people were
undoubtedly the forerunners of the Neolithic race, the
people of the New Stone Age, and brought with them
to Europe an entirely new mode of living, a new art, new
religious beliefs. They invaded Europe at a period which,
broadly speaking, can be successfully collated with the
date given by Plato. They must have poured into Europe
in their thousands, dispossessing the older Aurignacian
or Cr6-Magnon inhabitants and destroying their relatively
high culture.

And who were those ‘‘earlier inhabitants?” Were
they of a character so civilised, did they possess such an
art as would in any way identify them with the ‘‘ Athenians”’
of Plato’s Egyptian priest? They did. ‘‘These people,”
says Professor Osborn, referring to the Aurignacians,
““were the Palaolithic Greeks; artistic observation and
representation and a true semse of proportion and of
beauty were instinctive with them from the beginning.
Their stone and bone industry may show vicissitudes
and the influence of invasion and of trade and the bring-
ing in of new inventions, but their art shows a continuous
evolution and development from the first, animated by a
single motive, namely, the appreciation of the beauty of
form and the realistic representation of it.”? Elsewhere
he says: ‘‘Decorative art has now become a passion (with
the Aurignacians), and graving-tools of great variety

1 Men of the old Stone Age, pp. 315, 316.
G
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and shape, curved, straight, convex or concave—diversi-
fied both in size and in style of technique—are very
numerous. We may imagine that the long periods of
cold and inclement weather were employed in these
occupations. . . . Strong and very sharp graving-tools
were also needed for the sculpture out of ivory and soap-
stone of such human figures and figurines as the statuettes
found in the Grottes de Grimaldi, and at Willendorf,
and still more powerful tools for such work as the large
stone bas-reliefs at Laussel. . . . As this industrial
evolution widens, it is apparent that we witness not the
local evolution of a single people, but rather the influence
and collaboration of numerous colonies reacting more
or less one upon the other and spreading their inventions
and discoveries.””

This gifted race, the Cr6-Magnon, whose art is usually
styled ‘‘ Aurignacian,” from the finds of it discovered in
the grotto of Aurignac in France, was originally traced
by M. E. Lartet near the small village of Cro6-Magnon
hard by Les Eyzies on the Vezére.

The discovery of the remains of this race, the forerunners
of the Azilians, at once aroused profound interest in the
scientific world, for the height and brain-capacity remarked
in the skeletal specimens recovered was so extraordinary
as to force anthropologists to the conclusion that at one
time a much higher type of man must have dwelt in
Europe. The average height of Cr6-Magnon man was
6 feet 1} inches, he had relatively short arms, a sign of
high racial development, the brain-case being extra-
ordinarily large in capacity. 'This race arrived in Europe
at the close of the Ice Age, or roughly about 25,000 years
ago, and seems to have practically wiped out the low
and undeveloped human type, known as the Neanderthal,
which it found in sparse possession.

1 Op-cit, pp. 311, 312.
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Cr6-Magnon graves present a new aspect in Palzolithic
or Old Stone Age archzology. They are amply furnished
with flints, pebbles, perforated shells, teeth, and other
amulets and charms. Large mantles or gorgets of shells
seem to have covered the whole or part of the body, and
every sign is present that the race devoutly believed in a
future state, and buried his possessions with the indivi-
dual for use therein. Moreover, some of the burial
usages of the Cro-Magnons certainly display the first
rude tendencies towards that system of preserving the
bodies of the dead which later developed into mummi-
fication. The flesh was removed from the bones of
Cré-Magnon skeletons and these were painted red, the
colour of life. ““The dead man was to live again in his
own body, of which the bones were the framework,”
says Macalister. ‘“To paint it with the colour of life
was the nearest thing to mummification that the Paloli-
thic people knew; it was an attempt to make the body
again serviceable for its owner’s use.”

The art and industries of this remarkable people,
whose chief seats were on the Biscay Coast and in the
Pyrenean region and Dordogne, were greatly more
advanced than those of any other Palzolithic civilization,
and are still to be observed in the caves which they
formerly inhabited in the localities mentioned. Their
artistic output is chiefly composed of wonderful drawings,
paintings and sculptures of animals, horses, deer, bears,
bisons and mammoths, and occasional statuettes of the
human figure, which were probably idols or gods. This
Aurignacian art flourished over a period of 15,000 years,
or during the phase between 25,000 and 10,000 years
ago, when the Capsian and the Azilian broke in upon
and displaced it. Its greatest period was known as the
Magdalenian. A glance at any book which deals with
Aurignacian art, say Macalister’s Text-book of European
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Archeology, or Osborn’s Men of the Old Stone Age, will
at once convince the reader of its great superiority and
“modern” character, and assure him that the race which
produced it cannot be classed as merely savage. In
fluency and originality, at least, Aurignacian art is, indeed,
greatly superior to that either of Egypt or Babylonia, and
to achieve a standard of such surpassing excellence it
must have persisted elsewhere than in the area where it
arrived at fruition for many thousands of years. But
where? This highly-developed race of painters and
sculptors who designed and carried out works so striking
and of such surpassing genius, who possessed a taste so
cultivated and a touch so sure, must have had a long
history in some other region.

No living archzologist, perhaps, is enabled to pronounce
with such authority upon the problem of the Upper Paleo-
lithic world as the Abbé Breuil. In his opinion successive
invasions of culture occurred either from the Mediterr-
anean region, or from that part of the Biscay coast of
France and Spain, which he calls the ‘‘ Atlantic.” ‘The
archzologic testimony,” says Osborn, ‘‘strongly supports
this culture-invasion hypothesis, and it appears to be
strengthened in a measure by the study of the human
types.” ‘‘We can hardly contemplate an origin from the
east,” says Breuil, ‘““because these earlier phases of the
Aurignacian industry have not as yet been met with in
Central or Eastern Europe.” *‘A southerly origin,” says
Osborn, ‘“‘seems more probable, because the Aurignacian
colonies appear to surround the entire periphery of the
Mediterranean, being found in Northern Africa, Sicily,
and the Italian and Iberian peninsulas, from which they
extended over the larger part of southern France. In
Tunis we find a very primitive Aurignacian, like that of
the Abri Audit of Dordogne, with implements undoubt-
edly similar to those of Chantelperron in France. Even
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far to the east, in the cave of Antelias, in Syria, as well as
in certain stations of Pheenicia, culture-deposits are found
which are characteristically Aurignacian”; but “the pure
early Aurignacian industry is seen in the regions of the
Dordogne and the Pyrenees.”

“The Crbé-Magnon people,” says Macalister, ‘‘wher-
ever and however they may have originated, developed
and fixed their special characteristics in some extra-
European centre, before they invaded our Continent.”

We see then that Cré-Magnon man arrived in south-
western Europe at a period when great subsidences were
taking place both in Europe and the Atlantic area. It
is, indeed, significant that these Aurignacian sites which
have been discovered in Spain and France are, without
exception, situated in the Biscay region, and not on the
southern coasts of the peninsula. It is also noteworthy,
as I have shown elsewhere,! that the culture of the Guanche
people of the Canary Islands was undoubtedly Aurig-
nacian. This relationship is upheld by Osborn, René
Verneau, and the late Lord Abercromby, and proves that
the Crbé-Magnon race was indigenous to the Canary
Islands, the remnants of Atlantis, and did not drift there
from Europe. Like many of the animals and plants of
these vestigial islands, Cr6-Magnon man was cut off and
marooned on them by some great natural cataclysm. At
the period in which he lived marine navigation had not
even been thought of. He must have invaded Europe
at the end of the Ice Age, or about 25,000 years ago, by
means of a still existing land-bridge. That he did not
proceed from Europe to the Canaries is obvious, as it
is as an invader of Europe, a newcomer there, that he is
first discovered.

Other evidence is forthcoming that Cré6-Magnon man
was of extra-European origin. In his Races of Europe,

1 See Problem of Atlantis.
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Dr. Ripley advances the theory that the Basques of
Northern Spain and Southern France speak a language
inherited from the Cr6-Magnons. ‘This hypothesis is
well worth considering,” says Osborn, “for it is not in-
conceivable that the ancestors of the Basques conquered
the Cr6-Magnons and subsequently acquired their lang-
uage.” The lack of affinity between the Basque language
and other European tongues is well known, but it has
strong resemblances to some American forms of speech.
““The fact is indisputable,” says Dr. Farrer, in his Families
of Speech (p. 132), “‘and is eminently noteworthy, that
while the affinities of the Basque roots have never been
conclusively elucidated, there has never been any doubt
that this isolated language, preserving its identity in a
western corner of Europe between two mighty king-
doms, resembles in its grammatical structure the aborigi-
nal languages of the vast opposite continent and those
alone.” Says Professor J. L. Myres, in the Cambridge
Ancient History (p. 48): ‘‘The similarity between Aurig-
nacian skulls in Europe and the prehistoric skulls in Lagoa
Santa in Brazil and other remote localities round the
margins of South America suggests that this type had once
almost as wide a distribution as that of the older types of
implements.” The Basque language may thus be the
sole remaining remnant of the tongue of Atlantis.

The Cro6-Magnons were a race of fishermen, and like
the Atlanteans, had a special reverence for the bull, which
they frequently depicted on the walls of their caverns.

Now whence came these races of prehistoric antiquity,
the Cr6-Magnon, the Capsian and the Azilian? If we
examine an archzological map, we see that the greater
number of Crd-Magnon stations, as is the case with the
Azilian, are situated in the Biscay region and in the Dor-
dogne. Here we have an art fully developed and obviously
having behind it many centuries of evolution, suddenly
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appearing in a locality in which there are no signs of its
earlier phases. The best and most trustworthy authorities
call it ‘““Atlantic” or ‘circum-Mediterranean,” and it
certainly does not appear to have come from the East.
Nor am I at all satisfied that, as Macalister thinks, it origi-
nated in Central Africa. No signs of it have been dis-
‘covered there, and that is sufficient to put the whole
hypothesis (it is really only a tentative hypothesis on Pro-
fessor Macalister’s part, as he admits) out of court.

I believe that Cr6-Magnon man was the first of those
immigrant waves which surged over Europe at a period
when the continent of Atlantis was experiencing cata-
clysm after cataclysm, partial disruption, or violent vol-
canic upheaval. Successive outbreaks and the impossi-
bility of remaining in his early habitat forced him across
the land-bridge which then existed between Atlantis and
Europe into France, Spain and North Africa. The same
phenomena occurred in the case of Azilian man. It
seems,” says Osborn, speaking of the Aurignacian cul-
ture, “‘like a technical invasion in the history of Western
Europe, and not an inherent part of the main line of
cultural development.” Breuil observes that ‘it appears
as if the fundamental elements of the superior Aurig-
nacian culture had been contributed by some unknown
route to constitute the kernel of civilisation.” ‘‘The
only possible explanation,” says Macalister, ‘“is that the
upper Palzolithic civilisation was introduced into Europe
by a new population which entered the continent from
without.”

The later Azilians appear in precisely the same
European region. They probably came by sea, and not
by the land-bridge, which, at the period of their coming,
had in all likelihood disappeared. We have seen that
they were deep-sea fishers, as the finds in the Oban cave
demonstrated. Osborn says that their stations are usually
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to be found on ocean inlets or river-courses, and calls
them ‘““a population of fishermen.” They must then
have possessed sea-going craft of a fairly reliable charac-
ter. But a closely-knit insular chain between slowly
foundering Atlantis and Europe may have assisted their
passage.

As a more extended proof of the Atlantean origin of
these races has already been given in my book The Prob-
lem of Atlantis, it is unnecessary to stress it in these pages,
and in my Atlantis in America 1 have endeavoured to
prove that the Cr6-Magnon race also overflowed into
America. In the succeeding chapter I shall attempt to
give a picture of these races as they appeared in the
original Atlantean homeland.



CHAPTER VII
THE STONE AGE IN ATLANTIS

THE most reliable method of comprehending early life
in Atlantis can be gained by a consideration of those
races of the Old Stone Age who made their way thence
to Europe at different periods. In the last chapter we
examined these in their European aspect, and we must
now attempt some reconstruction of their conditions on
Atlantis itself.

We find that the Aurignacians who ‘‘appeared suddenly
out of the unknown,” as Macalister says, and who entered
France and Spain, possessed a relatively high stone
culture and an advanced art. We must, therefore,
regard this race as having dwelt on the Atlantean continent
for many centuries. Quite probably it originated there,
though on this question, as on many others connected
with it, it is impossible to speak with certainty because
of the impracticability of applying to the bed of the
Atlantic those archzological processes of examination
possible elsewhere. Of the rise and development of the
Aurignacian race we can posit nothing. We are forced
to draw parallels between its conditions in Atlantis and
in these regions to which it emigrated.

If we do so, we must think of Atlantis at the remote
era of 26,000 years ago as an extensive insular region
neither too thickly nor too sparsely populated. If it be
granted that it was in area somewhat less than the size
of Australia, or say 2,650,000 square miles in extent, we
possess data to enable us to make a fair guess at its
population. It has been proved that a population which
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depends upon the chase for its subsistence can support
only one family to each forty square miles. The primitive
family, for various reasons, can scarcely be estimated at
more than six persons on an average, so that this would
give us, roughly, a population of some 350,000 for Atlantis
in Aurignacian times. But such an estimate fails to take
into consideration the fact that the Aurignacians were
essentially a people who had attained a fairly high condition
of social life. Their art presupposes the association of
the people not so much in small tribal groups of families
subsisting on the chase, as in fairly large communities
of village life. They had their cave-temples and their
trades, their rulers and social grades.

Says Osborn: ‘“There can be little doubt that such
diversities of temperament, of talent, and of predisposition
as obtain to-day also obtained then, and that they tended
to differentiate society into chieftains, priests, and medicine-
men, hunters of large game and fishermen, fashioners of
flints and dressers of hides, makers of clothing and foot-
wear, makers of ornaments, engravers, sculptors in wood,
bone, ivory, and stone, and artists with colour and brush.
In their artistic work at least these people were animated
with a compelling sense of truth, and we cannot deny
them a strong appreciation of beauty.”® Such a people
could not have dwelt in small and negligible forest or
mountain tribes, but must have grouped themselves into
communities of considerable size. Life must have been
of a settled character to have given free play to the love
of artistic beauty which they so markedly evinced.

It is evident, too, that, as elsewhere, the nature of their
religious beliefs assisted the associational character of the
people. Spots especially sacred to them were the nuclei
of social life. The cave-temple was, in fact, the centre
of affairs. Dr. Heinrich Wenkel, speaking of the

1 Men of the Old Stone Age, p. 358.
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Aurignacian cave of Byéiskéla, in Moravia, described it as
““the great cave where once the reindeer man lived whose
antechamber was the scene of a cult of the dead, where
at a chieftain’s grave human sacrifices were offered. . . .
It well expresses the feelings which these ancient
caverns naturally excite, even in one who lives in the
sceptical atmosphere of modern science.” Later, Dr.
Marett, in his essay on the cave of Niaux, does not
hesitate to call it a ‘““sanctuary,” and to treat it as such.
The existence of fine paintings at the farthest ends of these
great and complicated caverns; the presence of the two
splendid statuettes of bisons in the remotest recesses of
Tuc d’Audoubert, are facts certainly suggestive of animal
gods in their ‘“chambers of imagery.”

Of the dress and ornaments of these early Atlanteans
we can speak with some certainty from the finds in the
graves of their descendants in Europe. There are, of
course, no remnants of the skins with which they were
doubtless clothed. But as we know they bred the
horse and cow, and hunted the reindeer, wolf and fox,
there can be no doubt that they employed the pelts
of those animals for coverings. Indeed microscopic
examination of the surroundings of the dead has revealed
traces of animal hairs, suggesting that they had been
wrapped in hides. As regards their ornaments we are better
informed. These consisted of cuirasses and aprons of
small sea-shells (Nassa neritea) and fillets or head-bands
of the same, necklaces of drilled deer’s teeth, fish vertebrae,
and ornaments of bone or reindeer horn, shaped like
eggs. At Barma Grande was found the skeleton of a
boy wearing an elaborate crown of fish vertebrae and a
collar of Nassa-shells divided into groups by deer’s teeth.
These “‘cuirasses,” crowns and collars have been found
so frequently in Aurignacian graves that they may be
regarded as typical of the ornaments worn by the race.
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The tools of the Aurignacians were distinct in shape
and had different uses from those of the older European
population they displaced, and we must think of these
early Atlantean colonists as employing weapons and
implements which were probably of their own invention
in another sphere. Perhaps the most salient among these
is a species of flint knife, of which one edge is trimmed
away by chipping, the opposite edge being left untrimmed,
to allow it to remain straight and sharp. A scraper for
the purpose of preparing skins, and an engraver, with an
edge at right angles to the plane of the blade, for working
bone, horn and ivory into implements, and sometimes
furnished with a beak or cutting-point at the end of the
blade, must also have been the primitive chisel with which
the Aurignacian sculptor put the finer touches to his
images. It is a significant fact that while the races which
preceded him used stone or wood, Aurignacian man used
bone. He was, indeed, a worke<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>