Words of Chief Sitting Bull:

One hundred and fourteen years ago, a defiant Lakota chief was murdered, out of

fear of his words. His name was Sitting Bull. And in 1925 John Neihardt, in "The

Twilight of the Sioux" put the thoughts of Sitting Bull on paper. In this except,

Neihardt seems to capture what's happening to us today. 

"Have I not seen the only mother, Earth, 
Full-breasted with the mercy of her Springs, 
Rejoicing in her multitude of wings 
And clinging roots and legs that leapt and ran? 

And whether winged or rooted, beast or man, 
We, all of us were little ones at nurse. 
And I have seen her stricken with a curse 
Of fools, who build their lodges up so high 
They lose their mother, and the father sky 
Is hidden in the darkness that they build; 
And with their trader's babble they have killed 
The ancient voices that could make them wise. 
Their mightiest in trickery and lies 
Are chiefs among them. It shall come to pass 
When these at last have stolen all the grass 
And all the wood, the water and the meat, 
And there's no more to burn and drink and eat 
Than all could use in many moons of feast, 
The starving people shall become a beast, 
Denied the very grasses of the chief. 
But dreaming each to be the bigger thief 
They toil and swarm, not knowing how their sweat 
Shall turn to blood upon them. 
Who forget their mother are forgotten at the last. 
Already I have seen it in the past 
Of spirit vision." 

The Americans of that day and time used the natives for target practice, and we slaughtered their herds in the billions of Buffalo, just to deny them food. This was an American Killing Field and we killed millions and millions of native people then. The American bald eagle was there as well; on the brass of the uniforms of American soldiers but what we did then was not something that we have ever come face to face with - even now. 
So is it now our turn to fulfill the prophecy foretold, or will it be something more this time? If we don't change course soon, Sitting Bull's words may become far more than spirit visions. It is clear we've earned the wrath of many nations for our actions. What remains is how we will address these things for future generations. 
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