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PREFACE

The history of the United States is a branch of the history
of the world. Life in America is a transplanted European
life. Its development here has been largely determined
by new world conditions, but its origins were in Europe or
even In that older world about thé eastern end of the
Mediterranean Sea. As civilization has been handed on
from race to race during the ages, each people has added
its own peculiar contribution to it. Primitive men who
lived before the dawn of history, the earliest civilized nations
of the Old East, the Hebrews, the Greeks, the Romans,
the English, and all the other European nations whose sons
had a hand in colonizing America were the makers of our
civilization. Our life today cannot be fully understood
without adding to a clear knowledge of its growth in America
an appreciation of our debt to each of the races who were
our cultural ancestors.

This book is an attempt to tell in a plain and simple way
the story of the growth of our civilization from its earliest
beginnings in prehistoric times, to point out the contribu-
tion to it made in turn by each of the great peoples of the
Old World, and to show how in the fullness of time it was
transferred from Europe to America. The sub-title of the
book—How Civilization Grew in the Old World and Came
to the New—exactly expresses its theme.

The epoch-making Report of the Committee of Eight
to the American Historical Association upon The Study of
History in the Elementary Schools recommends for the
sixth grade the study of ‘“those features of ancient and
medizval life which explain either important elements of

(i)



iv PREFACE

our civilization or show how the movement for discovery
and colonization originated.” The same report suggests
that in the seventh grade “the settlement and growth of
the colonies be taken up with enough of the European back-
ground to explain events in America having their causes in
England or Europe.” The author of this book aims to
follow these recommendations. He does not, however,
adhere closely in all details to the syllabus offered in the
report if by departing from it the general purpose of the
book can be more fully realized. He believes that this
book provides a text for the sixth grade and for part of the
work suggested for the seventh grade in harmony with the
spirit and purpose of the Committee of Eight.

Just a few words to those who may study and teach this
book. Parrot-like memorizing is the most serious fault in
elementary history teaching. The poorest use to make of
any textbook is to commit it to memory. The first thing
to do in studying a history lesson is to read it. Reading is
thinking the author’s thought after him. To read intelli-
gently one must understand the words and phrases in which
the thought is expressed. In assigning the lesson the teacher
may often help the pupils to grasp the thought of the printed
page by explaining and illustrating the meaning of any
words or statements that the children’ cannot get for them-
selves. Before the recitation begins, the children should
be encouraged to ask the teacher the meaning of any words

or expressions in the lesson which they did not fully under-

stand when they studied it. It is hoped that the maps and
numerous pictures in this book will also help to make its
meaning clear. The ecorrect pronunciation of the hard
names is given in the index.

Every textbook in history ought to be supplemented with
stories and explanations by the teacher and by collateral
or illustrative reading by the pupils. To make such supple-
mentary work; easier; short lists' of selected) books for the
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teacher and for the children are printed at the close of each
chapter. ,

When a lesson has been read and supplemented in these
ways as far as time and circumstances permit, the next.
thing to do is to think about it. Here is the great oppor-
tunity of the teacher through skillful questioning to stimulate
and guide the thinking of the children. Many problems
of inference, of discrimination, of comparison, and of judg-
ment arise naturally out of the text. It is believed that
the questions and suggestions inserted at the end of each
chapter will prove useful in this connection.

When the teacher and the pupils thinking together have
decided what.facts in the lesson are really vital and worth
remembering, those facts should be learned. But be sure
to ‘““let memorizing be a by-product of thinking, not a
substitute for it.”

The study of history has many values. The knowledge
of the past which it supplies helps us to understand the
world in which we live. The arts, the institutions, and the
ideas of our time can never be really understood or fully
appreciated until we know something of their origin and
growth. But history does far more than add to the sum
total of our knowledge. It brings before us the struggling,
upward striving men and women of our race. It quickens
and broadens our sympathies with all men everywhere. It
helps us to know ourselves and our work in the world. Best
of all it inspires us to do that work. May the children who
read this book gather a full measure of these values from it.

The author is grateful to many friends for helpful sug-
gestions and criticism during the preparation of this book.
He is under special obligation for such assistance to Professor
C. H. Fisher of the State Normal School at West Chester,
Pennsylvania, to Dr. J. L. Barnard, Professor of History
in the School of Pedagogy, Philadelphia, and to Rabbi
Joseph Krauskopf of Philadelphia. Sarrrit’ BURNHAM.
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CHAPTER 1

OUR HOMES IN THE OLD WORLD

Where Americans Came From.—Are there any boys
and girls in our school who were not born in America?
How many of you have parents who were born in
some other country? Many of us have grandparents
and great-grandparents who are natives of the United
States, but none of us can trace our family histories
back for more than two or three hundred years with-
out finding that our ancestors came to America from
other lands.

There are more than one hundred millions of us
now, but we are all the descendants of immigrants
who came to the New World from beyond the Atlantic
Ocean. A vast number of us look back to the pleasant
fields of England, to the hills of Scotland, or to the
green shores of Ireland as ‘“‘Our Old Home.” Besides
these men of English speech, the sons of every land in
Europe have come to help make our country. While
most of our people came from European ancestors,
about ten millions of them, who have black skins, are
descended from negro slaves who were brought against
their wills from the continent of Africa. It is loyalty
to our flag and to our ideals that makes men from all
the world Americans.

In many cases our family names suggest the

(1)



2 BEGINNINGS IN EUROPE AND AMERICA

countries from which our people came. The Browns
and the Clarks, the Robinsons and the Taylors, as
well as the Binghams and the Washingtons and all
other families whose
names end in ‘“‘ham?”
or ‘‘ton” are from
England. The Mae-
kenzies and the Bu-
chanans are of Scotch
descent. The Kellys
and the O’Connors
once called Ireland
their home. The first
Petersons and Carl-
sons came from Nor-
way or Sweden. It is
quite probable that
the man who keeps
Country Life 1€ Dearest fruit store
HOMES IN THE OLD WORLD haS an Italian name

AND THE NEW K
Many of our ancestors once lived in modest and that you buy

e et e A et e candy and ice cream
American house.

from men who were
porn in Greece. But whatever our names or the
lands of our ancestors, if we love and serve America
we are Americans.

Everywhere in our country are people whose fore-
fathers came from the British Islands. The men
from other lands are also widely scattered. New York,
Philadelphia, and other large cities have many folks
of Italian birth or parentage. Where there is much
heavy work to' be done, as in the coal mines of Penn-
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sylvania, the steel mills of Pittsburgh, or the meat-
packing houses of Chicago, we find many newcomers
from Austria and Russia. These recent immigrants
are digging our sewers,
building -and repairing
our railroads, and working
in our mills and facto-
ries. Loyal newcomers and
their children, as much as
those whose ancestors have
been long in the land,
are the Americans of the
future. All loyal citizens
can say, ‘“This is our
country.” /

Why Europeans Came to
America.—It is more than
three hundred years since
the first Europeans began
to come to the country we
now call the United States

A Copr, Underwood & Underwood
of America. From the THE STATUE OF LIBERTY

Y . This great statue which stands upon
beginning those who came an island in New York harbor is the
4 g = gift of the people of France to the

have been writing back to United States. It represents Liberty

X . ] enlightening the world.
their relatives and friends

about the opportunities in their new homes. In
this way the few who came first have been enticing
larger and larger numbers every year to come to
America, the land of promise. The number of immi-
grants has continued to grow up to the present time.
Recently, as many as a million new American settlers
have landed on ours shores in a-single year. For a
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long time every one who came was welcomed. Now
we have laws shutting out paupers, criminals, and
those who have dangerous diseases. Chinese laborers
are also excluded.

Nearly all the people who have come from Europe

THE WHITE STAR LINER “BRITANNIC”

The largest ship sailing the sea, over 900 feet long, 50,000 tons, with a crew of
nearly 1,000, and room for 2,500 passengers.

to America, from its earliest history to the present
time, came because they wanted to be free, or because
they wanted a better chance to make a living than
the Old World could give them. Some of them fled
from the tyranny of wicked kings; others came to
win the right to worship God in their own way; while
many were -driven- out by ‘the’want and poverty in



OUR HOMES IN THE OLD WORLD 5

the overcrowded lands of their old homes. America
has been the land of liberty and of opportunity to
one and all from the earliest to the latest comer.

How Our Ancestors Crossed the Atlantic.—Many
millions of the more recent immigrants to America
came in large steamships like the one opposite.
Their voyage lasted only a few days and was made
without great hardship. It was not so with the earlier
settlers who came to our country.
Their passage across the Atlantic was
a long and tedious one sometimes
lasting many weeks. It was made
in a small sailing vessel like the one
pictured here. Often the passengers

i
e, o

From. model in Commer-
ctal Museum, Phila.

suffered ‘greatly because of crowded
quarters and poor food. Frequently
disease broke out on shipboard and
many died. For example, about
two hundred years ago a shipload

THE MAYFLOWER
This small sailing
vessel is a good example
of the kind of ships in
which the earlier set-
tlers in America crossed
the Atlantic. It was
only 100 feet long.

of one hundred and fifty settlers started for America.
One hundred of them died on the voyage. A little
later there was another ship in which out of four
hundred who sailed only one hundred and five lived
to reach America.

The strong and the brave were the ones who sur-
vived the awful hardships of the old-time voyage
from Europe to America. Of those who reached the
new land, only the strongest and the bravest could
long withstand the exposure, the diseases, and the
Indian fighting which they faced as they cleared the
land and built their new homes in the wilderness.
The hardy and vigorous men and women who lived
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through the trying experiences of those early days
were the ancestors of many of us who are the Americans
of today. We may well sing of our country as—

“The land of the free and the home of the brave.”

What Americans Brought from the Old World.—
The Europeans who came to be Americans were
civilized people. They brought their manners, their
customs, and their ideals with them. They planted
the civilization of their home lands in Ameriea. Our
American life and civilization have grown from what
was thus planted.

Now ‘‘civilization’’ is a long, hard word, but we
shall not find it difficult to understand what it means.
By civilized people we mean people who have laws
and a government that enforces obedience to these
laws; who cultivate the soil; who carry on commerce;
who have houses and roads and ships; who have
schools and books and pictures and music; in a word,
people who live very much as we do now.

The settlers in America brought with them from
their old homes in Europe the knowledge how to make
a living and of how to enjoy life. They brought with
them, too, many ideas and beliefs about right and
wrong and about their duties to other men and their
duty to God. These ideas and beliefs were also a
part of their civilization.

The ways of doing things and the popular ideas
of comfort, convenience, and progress which make
up what we call civilization, have changed much in
America, and many of them have been wonderfully
developed and improved. But the sources of our

civilization are in Europe. = e 5, “a i 2ot ¢
hOS Jplallr "(‘{/ 7
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The earliest men that we know anything about
had none of these things that make up civilization.
It had taken men many thousands of years to learn
what they knew when they first began to come from
Europe to America three or four hundred years ago.
The story of the way civilized ideas of living grew
up in the Old World is as much a part of our history
as the story of the way the European peoples first
brought these ideas to the shores of America. We
are to read both of these stories in this book.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

1. Locate upon the map of Europe-all the countries named in this
chapter. .

2. What is your own mother country in Europe?

3. Why did your ancestors come to America?

4. Find out all you can about how your ancestors lived in their Old
World homes.

5. Talk with some recent immigrant about his journey to Amecrica.

6. Ask him how America differs from his home land in Europe. {

7. Ought we to further restrict immigration to -the United States?

8. What can we do to help the new comers in our country to become
Americans?

BOOKS FOR THE TEACHER

E. A. Ross: The Old World in the New.

H. P. Fairchild: I'mmigration. 2

J. R. Commons: Races and I'mmigrants in America.

T. J. Warne: The Tide of Immigration.

Jenks and Lauck: The Immigration Problem.

E. A. Steiner: The Immigrant Tide; On the Trail of the Immigrant.
Mary Antin, The Promised Land,



CHAPTER 1I
WHAT THE EARLIEST MEN DID FOR US

The Earliest Men.—History is the story of what
men have done in the past. It was not until men
had learned how to write that they could keep a record
of what they did. But men lived upon the earth
for many thousand years before they knew how to
write. In that early time they learned how to do
many things which we are still doing and to make many
things which we are still making and using. In these
ways they did much to make life what it is for us.

How is it possible for us to know anything about
what life was like in those ancient times when men
could not write? Did you ever find an Indian arrow-
head? Perhaps you have seen a collection of stone
arrow-heads and axes like those in the picture opposite.
These relics and others like them tell us many things
about the people who made them. Then there are peo-
ples now living, like the natives of Australia or some
of the tribes of American Indians, who still use, or did
until very recently, these crude stone implements
and who live very much as our own ancestors lived
many thousand years ago.

The earliest men lived but little better than the
animals in the forest about them. They were with-
out shelter or clothing and had only such food as they
could find from day to day. Men have either found

(8)



WHAT THE EARLIEST MEN DID FOR US 9

or made everything that we now have. Early man
possessed a great advantage over all the animals
because he had a better brain and a wonderful pair
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ARROW-HEADS AND AXES OF STONE LIKE THESE WERE USED
BY OUR EARLY ANCESTORS

headé\.ol;’r}.' ép'u;cxe;_hl:ag& Nos. 2 and 3, arrow-heads; No. 4, chopper; No. 3, lance-
of hands with which he could make the weapons,
tools, and other things that he needed.

Men have always needed food, shelter, clothing,
and the means of protection against the dangers
around them. It took our early ancestors many
thousand years to learn how to provide themselves
with these simple necessities of life.
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The Food of the Earliest Men.—At first men lived
upon the roots, herbs, wild berries, and fruits in the
forest. Sometimes they found birds’ nests in the
trees and ate the eggs or the young birds. Oceasion-
ally they found a dead bird or animal and thus learned
to like the taste of flesh. They hunted for shellfish by
the seashore and caught fish in the streams and lakes.
Then they began to kill the smaller animals with stones
or clubs and in this way they became meat eaters.
When men had learned how, to make knives, spears,
and bows and arrows, they could kill the larger animals
and get a better supply of food.

For a long time all food was eaten raw, because
the use of fire was unknown. We do not know how
man discovered fire. He may have kindled it first
from a tree set aflame by the lightning. By and
by he found that a spark could be produced by
striking two stones together in the right way or that
he could make a fire by rubbing two pieces of wood
together.

The making of fire was one of the most wonderful
inventions in the world. Men could now cook their
food. At first they roasted bits of meat before the
blaze or in the hot ashes. Later, when they had

Am. Mus. Natural History
A LANDSCAPE IN THE TIME OF EARLY MAN
At the left are caribou, or wild reindeer, whose descendants still live in the frozen
North. The huge mammoths, with their great tusks, no ]onger exist. Their bodies
are sometimes discovered in the frozen earth of the far North,
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learned how to make vessels that would hold water,
they began to boil all kinds of food over the fire.

How Wild Animals and Plants were Tamed.—For
a long time men procured their food by hunting,
trapping, and fishing. During this time they began
to capture and tame the young of some of the wild
animals. Probably
the dog was the first
domestic animal. The
cow was also domes-
ticated at a very
early period. Man
used her meat and
milk for food and her
skin for clothing. He
made tools and imple-
ments out of her
bones and horns. No
other animal has been
more useful to him.
The goat and the
sheep, the hog and the ass, and later the horse, were
tamed by early men long before real history began.
After these animals had been domesticated by the
hunters and trappers, some men became shepherds
and herdsmen and wandered from place to place
with their flocks and herds in search of the best
pastures.

Presently another step was taken toward civilized
life. Men had long known that the seeds of some of
the wild grasses and plants were good to eat. Now
some one noticed that if these seeds were sown they
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Amertcan Museum of Natural Hiswry, New York
A MAMMOTH
With their spears and bows and arrows early men sometimes hunted such ‘ ‘big
game” as the mammoth and the rhinoceros pictured below.

American Aruscum of Natural Hiswory, N k
A WOOLLY RHINOCEROS
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sprang up and brought forth many more seeds. Then
it was discovered that the seeds grew better and
yielded a more abundant crop if the ground were
broken up and made soft before the seed was sown.
Because of these discoveries some men began to be

OUR COMMON DOMESTIC ANIMALS
Can you identify all of them? Of what service to man is each?

farmers. By cultivation, the wild grasses which grew
in the fields or beside the rivers were developed into
wheat, oats, barley, and rice, the great cereals of the
world.

When men began to procure their food by culti-
vating the soil it became necessary for them to remain
in the same place in order to gather the harvest when
it ripened. They could no longer wander from place
to place as they had done when they were only hunters
or shepherds. They now began to live in permanent
villages and to cultivate the land lying near by. In
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this way the beginning
of farming led to a
settled life and the
making of permanent
homes.

The First Shelter
and Clothing.—Prob-
ably the earliest men
had only such shelter
from the rain and pro-
tection from wild ani-
mals as the trees gave
them. After a time
men began to live in
dens and caves in the
earth. These people
are called the “cave
dwellers.”  Still later

FOUR IMPORTANT CEREALs -+ Imen built huts by
5 ae” i Rl bending young trees

together, weaving
branches between them, and covering the whole
structure with leaves and bark. When the hut was
built of poles covered with the skins of animals it
became a tent. Many of the people who wandered

Am. Mus. Natural History
A VILLAGE OF EARLY TIMES BUILT.OVER A LAKE IN SWITZERLAND
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from place to place with their flocks and herds dwelt
in tents.

When men settled near the fields that they weze
beginning to cultivate, they built permanent homes
of stone plastered with mud or of bricks made of clay
and dried in the sun. The roofs were covered with
brush or timber. Then fireplaces and rude chimneys
were added to these simple houses, and in other ways
man’s dwelling place was gradually improved.

The first clothing was probably made from the
leaves of trees or from grasses matted together. When
man became a good hunter he wore the skins of the

THE EVOLUTION OF
Notice the progress from the cave to the tent, the hut, and the simple house.

animals that he killed. The ancestors of all of us
were once clad in skins. The women of those early
days used to cure the skins of small animals by drying
them. Then they made garments of them by sewing
them together with needles of bone and the sinews
of animals for thread.

The women scraped and worked the large skins
until they were soft and pliable. These they used
for clothing, or for blankets, or for the covering of
their tents. Still later, the women learned to spin
yarn from wool sheared from the sheep and from the
thread of the flax which they were beginning to raise.
The next step was to weave the yarn and the thread
into woolen and linen cloth.
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Early Weapons,

Tools, and Utensils.—It was

because early man had the mind to invent and
the hands to make the weapons, tools, and utensils
which he needed that he was able to

AN EARLY
MAN

At work chip-

make such progress in procuring food,
shelter, and clothing.

Man’s’ first weapon was a eclub. A
stone which he used to crack nuts with
probably was his earliest tool. At first
he simply found stones of the right
shape for his purpose. Then he began

Bing ® pieee of to chip a piece of flint until it had a
rough edge. Now he had a hatchet as

well as a hammer.
his hand it has
been called a fist-
hatchet. A great
many of these fist-
hatchets have
been found. In
the course of time
man learned how
to use thongs of
rawhide to bind
handles to his fist-
hatchets. Now
he had axes and
spears.

It was a great
day in the long
climb toward civi-

lized ways of living .

Because he held this hatchet in

Mo2

Ol

Mo S

TOOLS AND IMPLEMENTS OF BONE

No. 1, needle; Nos. 2, 3, and 4, javelin heads;
0. 5, dagger.
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when some unknown inventor made the first bow.
With arrows tipped with sharp bits of stone, man
could now kill the larger animals. Stone knives were
used to skin the game. Flint scrapers and other
implements were very useful in scraping and softening
the skins to fit them for use.
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AXES OF ROUGH STONE, SMOOTH STONE, BRONZE, AND IRON

No. 1, smooth stone axe; No. 2, rough stone axe; No. 3, iron axe-head, showing
socket; No. 4, bronze axe-head.

By using pieces of flint with rough edges as saws
and files, men began to make tools of horn, bones,
and shells. They now possessed daggers and hammers
of horn and awls and needles of bone.

For many thousand years, stone arrow-heads, knives,
and axes were made with rough chipped edges. This
time is sometimes called the Old Stone Age. When
men had learned to make better tools of their stone

2
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knives and axes by grinding and polishing them to a
smooth, sharp edge, they had entered upon the New
Stone Age.

The next great forward step in human progress
was taken when men discovered metals and began
to use them. Copper was the first metal used, but
it was soon found that it was too soft for making many
articles.

Presently it was discovered that if a little tin were
mixed with the copper
it made a harder metal
called bronze. So
many weapons, tools,
and ornaments were
made of bronze that

Untoersizy auseum, Pta UD€ time when it was

KIND OF BASKET WOVEN BY 3
Ryt 4. e used is called the

Bronze Age.

Iron is the most useful of all the metals. It is
much harder than bronze and better suited in every
way for making tools and implements. It took man
a long time to learn how to use it, because it is not so
easy to work as copper and bronze. When man made
this ‘“‘king of metals’ his servant, he traveled a long,
long way on the road which leads to civilization.

The men invented the weapons and some of the
tools of the earliest ages. But it is probable that the
women first made many useful tools and utensils.
Women wove the first baskets to use in gathering
and carrying berries, nuts, and other articles of food.
They used to cover fish with clay in order to bake
them in the coals and they noticed how the fires
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hardened the clay. Then by molding clay over
baskets so that they could be hung over the fire,
women gradually learned how to make earthenware
pots and bowls. Afterwards they cut spoons, ladles,

I8 Uninersitu Museum, Philadelplia
EARLY BOWL AND PITCHERS OF CLAY
and drinking cups from shells, gourds, and the horns
of animals. In these ways our foremothers made
their first cooking utensils and their first dishes for
holding and serving
food and drink.
Women were not
only the first basket-
makers and potters.
They were also the
first spinners and
weavers. They
ground the first grain
into flour with mor- <, , !
tars and pestles of s e
stone. Later they GRINDING MEAL

The primitive woman spread the grains on

made simple mlllS fOI' a flat stone and crushed them by rubbing
thiS purpose. In with a rock.

fact, women who lived before the dawn of history,
began nearly all the household arts and crafts and in
this way helped all the people who have lived since then.

Our earliest ancestors, like ourselves, found it
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necessary to carry things from place to place. But
they lived long before the days of the railroad and
the steamship. The first burdens were borne by the
women. They followed the men who hunted, and
carried the meat and the hides of the slain animals
back to the camp. After the dog, the donkey, and

Commercial Museum, Philadelphta
STEPS IN THE DLEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

The human burden bearer, the camel, the rude sled, the two-wheeled cart, and the
Conestoga wagon.

the horse had been tamed, articles to be transported
were packed upon their backs or dragged upon the
‘ground behind them. Sleds were made in the northern
lands. Canoes and boats were built by the dwellers
by the rivers and the sea. Last of all, the wheeled
cart was invented. All these things are older than
history.

We often call our own time the age of invention.
The steam engine, the telegraph, and the many uses
of electricity are all modern, They have made wonder-
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ful changes in our ways of living. But these changes
in our lives are not as remarkable as were those made
in the lives of our earliest ancestors so long ago by such
inventions as the fishhook and the bow and arrow,
and such discoveries as how to make fire, how to make
pottery, how to domesticate animals and plants,
and how to smelt and work the metals.

Some Other Important Beginnings Made by Early
Men.—Nowadays children have homes and are cared
for by their parents.
Among the very
earliest men there
was nothing like our
homes or our fam-
ilies. Each person
found his own food
and took care of
himself. Of course,
mothers cared for
their babies, but nobody took care of a child after he
was large enough to find his own food. Then he had
to shift for himself. When he wanted his breakfast or
his dinner he dug roots or hunted for berries, nuts, or
acorns. Sometimes he feasted upon birds’ eggs or
upon a rabbit or a squirrel which he had caught.
The honey which he found in the nests of the wild
bees was his only candy and he was apt to get well
stung in taking it. He lived in constant fear of the
wild animals around him and usually slept in a tree
for safety. He spent his entire life in this way.

There are many things that people can do better
by working together. It took many years for early

WORKING ITRON
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men to learn to help one another. When they became
cave dwellers and learned how to make fire, the first
family group began to be formed. This group was
called the clan. The clan simply means those who
were kin to each other; that is, a number of men and
women who beliecved that they were descended from
a common ancestor. At first the common ancestor
was a woman, the clan mother. In those days, rela-
tionship was always counted on the mother’s side.
When a man married he went to live with the clan
of his wife. In the course of time groups of clans
came to be called tribes.

A long time later, after the animals had been
domesticated and men had come to own flocks and
herds and other things that we call property, the
father became the head of the family, as we know
it today. Our kind of a family with the father as
its head existed before history began.

Words had to be invented, just as tools were.. At
first men had no language. Very slowly they gave
names to the things about them and learned to talk
to each other. Mothers sang jingles and lullabies
to their babies. Around the campfire at night men
told how they had hunted the wild beasts. Women
talked as they gathered and prepared food or dressed
the skins of the wild animals. Mothers wanted their
children to be brave and wise, so they told them
stories about the bravest and wisest of their clan in
the olden time. Perhaps this is why children, and
older people too for that matter, have always been
fond of stories. In these ways languages grew and
the simple beginnings of literature were made.
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People have always been fond of ornaments. The
earliest men wore necklaces of teeth and claws. Later
they made beads of bronze or of gold. The women
tried to make their baskets and their clothes as

THE BEGINNINGS OF ART
Early men drew these pictures on bone or on the walls of caves.

dyes. Some of the men liked to draw pictures of wild
animals upon pieces of bone or upon the walls of their
homes in the caves. People learned to count upon
their fingers, and to use various parts of their bodies,
like the finger, the hand, and the arm, as measures
of length. For example, the cubit of which we read
in the Bible was the distance from the elbow to the
end of the middle finger. Our arts and sciences have
grown from such crude and simple beginnings.
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Our early ancestors lived in fear .of many things
about them. They thought that fire, the rivers, the
sea, the sun, and many other natural objects were
alive and could harm them or help them. So they
offered gifts to all these things and prayed to them
for help. Early men also believed that the souls
of their ancestors lived after death, and that these
ancestors could help them or harm them. They
thought that if they offered gifts of food and drink
at the graves of their dead, the spirits of the departed
would be pleased and would protect the living members
of their families. If, on the other hand, the dead were
neglected or forgotten they would become evil spirits
who might bring great misfortune upon the living.
They also thought that if the dead were not properly
buried they would become ghosts haunting the places
they had known when they were alive. Because of
these ideas early men were very careful to worship
their ancestors. The first religions of the world grew
out of these beliefs and practices of primitive men
with reference to nature and to their own ancestors.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

. Describe any stone weapons or tools that you have seen.
. Why is your hand more useful than the paw of any animal?
. Try to kindle a fire by any of the methods used by primitive men.
4. From what source did each artiele of food upon your dinner table
today come? .
5. What part of your clothing is derived from animals? What part
from plants?
6. Did you ever make a bow and arrow? A basket? A piece of
pottery? Try it.
7. What inventions have ecome into use within your lifetime?
8. We are still making new words. Find instances of the growth of
our language in this way.
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CHAPTER III1
OUR DEBT TO THE EARLIEST CIVILIZED PEOPLES

Where the First Civilized People Lived.—The
Nile is a mighty river, which has its source in the |
great lakes in the heart of Africa. After a winding
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course of nearly four thousand miles it flows into

the Mediterranean Sea. The lower valley of this

famous stream is the land of Egypt. Two other famous

rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, rise in the snow-

capped Armenian mountains and flow toward the

southeast until at last they pour their united waters
(26)
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into the Persian Gulf. Their lower valley was once
called Babylonia. The homes of the first civilized
men were in the valleys of these three great rivers.
There were civilized people also at a very early
period in India and China but we do not study
about them because their his-
tory has had very little influ-
ence upon our own.

Egypt is really a long green

, oasis in the midst of a vast
desert through which the Nile
has cut a deep and narrow
valley. Every summer, when
the snows melt and the rains
fall in the African highlands,
the Nile overflows its banks.
When the river returns to
it