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PREFACE

HIS book was written at the request of the

Committee of One Hundred to celebrate one
hundred years of peace between Great Britain and
the United States at the city of Washington, and is
a contribution to that celebration. It is a sketch,
drawn in outline, of life and manners in the United
States in the year when peace was made with Great
Britain, and this nation started upon a career of
separate, independent national development. I have
suggested some of the causes of the development, and
have portrayed the character of the people in a gen-
eral way. I hope I have been able to communicate
some of the atmosphere of the time to my narrative.
It was an invigorating atmosphere, full of life and in-
spiration to those who breathed it. We must believe
that it was, for if it had not been we should not
now rank among the great nations.

While I write these lines the minds of all Americans
are occupied with fearful thoughts of the war in
Europe. The ebb and flow of the tide of battle are
watched anxiously from day to day, and we are won-
dering helplessly what will be the eventual outcome.
We are conscious that changes in civilization, the
nature of which human knowledge and human expe-
rience cannot foretell, are now preparing. At this
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PREFACE

period of dreadful uncertainty in the European out-
look our minds may turn with satisfaction to the con-
templation of that time, one hundred years ago,
when England and the United States made a treaty
which recited that they wished to be at peace with
one another. The progress of the spirit of peace be-
tween the two nations during the century which has
ensued is a fact which we can accept with full knowl-
edge that it has been of benefit to mankind. Yet it
has grown with the strength of the nations. They are
of more equal strength now than they were when the
peace was first made. Nor has the friendship been
due to absence of rivalry and to separation from each
other. On the contrary, we are rivals in every branch
of human effort, and the whole length of a boundary
of each touches a boundary of the other. Yet so
amicable have the relations between Canada and the
United States been for the past century that it re-
quires an effort of memory to recall any differences
that have arisen. One can walk across the boundary
line without realizing that he has passed from domes-
tic to foreign territory, except as he is reminded of it
by the existence of a custom-house. The most popu-
lous portions of the United States and Canada are
separated by the Great Lakes, and the traveler may
sail them from end to end and see no sign to suggest
that they are not a highway reserved exclusively for
peaceful voyaging. Unfriendly feelings must have a
starved existence when all the outward signs are of
amity and good-will. The treaty of peace of 1813
had a far-reaching consequence in that simple agree-
ment made on April 28, 1817, by Richard Rush, act-
X
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ing for the American government, and Charles Bagot,
acting for Great Britain, which recites that each gov-
ernment may have only one small vessel, with one
small cannon upon it, on each lake, and that ‘‘All
other armed vessels on these lakes shall be forth-
with dismantled, and no other vessels of war shall be

there built or armed.”
GaAiLLARD HUNT.

W asHINGTON, D. C., October 9, 1914.
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LIFE IN AMERICA ONE
HUNDRED YEARS AGO

I

PEACE

HE treaty of peace which terminated the second
war between the United States and Great

- Britain was signed at Ghent by the American and
British envoys on December 24, 1814; and on the 26th
Henry Carroll, one of the secretaries to the American
envoys, started for Washington with a copy of the
treaty, going by way of England, where he met the
British sloop of war Fawvorite, on which he sailed from
Plymouth for New York, January 2,1815. On thesame
ship with him was Anthony St. Jno. Baker, secretary
to the British negotiators, also carrying a copy of the
treaty and clothed with authority to ratify it with the
American government. To insure safe delivery of the
precious document a second messenger had been sent
by the American envoys on a ship bound for Chesa-
peake Bay, but he arrived two days after Mr. Carroll,
and consequently brought no news. The Favorite

was spoken off Sandy Hook on Friday evening,
1 I



IIFE IN AMERICA ‘ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

February Ioth by the British ship Tenedos, having
been thirty-eight days in crossing. She came up the
Bay the following day, and Carroll landed at the
Battery at eight o’clock on Saturday evening and
went directly to the City Hotel on Broadway near
Cedar Street. The news which he carried swept
before him, and within twenty minutes after he had
landed lower Broadway was illuminated, and men
paraded up and down the street with lighted candles
in their hands, shouting that peace had come. At
noon of Sunday Carroll left New York by post-chaise
for Washington. He passed through Philadelphia
just twelve hours later and reached Washington
shortly after dark on Tuesday. This was fast travel-
ing, for the distance was two hundred and ten miles
by the road he took. When the treaty was ratified
a few days later a copy was sent to New York by
express, going from Washington to Philadelphia in
fourteen hours and from Philadelphia to New York in
nine hours, making twenty-three hours for the whole
distance; but this was by relays, and was considered a
notable feat.

As late as Sunday, February 12th, there was no
inkling in Washington that Carroll had reached
American shores, nor of the news he bore; but on
Monday evening a rumor of the facts was abroad and
threw the city into a tremor of excitement. It had
come by express from Baltimore, and there was doubt
of its truth, for people feared lest it might be a report
started by speculators in stocks. Early the following
evening, however, Mr. Carroll’s post-chaise, drawn by
four horses, came lumbering through Bladensburg,

2
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on past the ruined Capitol and down Pennsylvania
Avenue, following for this part of the journey the
same road that Ross and Cockburn’s men had traveled
when they had entered and sacked the city the summer
before. It was a clear, cold night, but Pennsylvania
Avenue was deep with mud, for it had been raining
all the previous week. So the chaise plunged and
splashed on in the darkness, until it came to the
house where Carroll’s chief, James Monroe, the
Secretary of State, lived. As soon as Carroll’s
coach had been recognized it was known that the
rumor of the previous day was true, and a crowd of
cheering men and boys followed him as he drove
through the city. Their enthusiasm was partly due
to an error on their part, for they thought the peace
had been brought about in consequence of the battle
of New Orleans. On February 4th the city had been
illuminated in honor of that victory, and on February
11th rockets had been set off to celebrate the evacua-
tion of Louisiana by the British army. The treaty of
peace had been signed before these things occurred,
but the news coming soon afterward was inextrica-
bly interwoven in the popular mind with this final
triumph of American arms.

As soon as Secretary Monroe had received the
treaty from Carroll they went down the street to-
gether to show it to President Madison.

The President was not occupying the White House
at the time. The walls of that structure were stand-
ing in unimpaired strength, but they were defaced and
blackened by the fire with which the enemy had
sought to destroy it four months before. While the

3
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work of rebuilding was in progress he was living in the
private residence which Col. John Tayloe had gener-
ously placed at his disposal. It stood, and still stands,
at the corner of New York Avenue and Eighteenth
Street, and is a unique example of the genius as an
architect of Dr. William Thornton. There is a large
circular hall on the first floor from which a broad
staircase winds upward for three flights. The rooms
are large and cheerful, with bay-windows and curved
walls; and to obtain these lines of beauty in the in-
terior the outer walls are several-sided, and the house
has always been known as the ‘‘Octagon House.”
The dining-room is on the right of the front door as
you enter, and the large drawing-room is on the oppo-
site side; and here, if he followed his custom, the
President was sitting, conversing with his wife and
members of his household, when Secretary Monroe and
Mr. Carroll were announced. Of course, they were
talking of peace, and they made no secret of their
hope that it would come soon.

In truth, everybody was tired of the war. It had
worn itself out without either side conquering. The
American navy had won glorious victories. General
Jackson had annihilated the British army at New
Orleans. The disgrace of Detroit and Bladensburg
had in a measure been wiped out. The contest
could now be closed with honor, and it was ex-
pedient to close it. As a matter of fact, none of
the concrete causes which had brought it on now
existed. They had arisen in consequence of the
war between France and England and our neutral
position, But France and England were now at

4



THE OCTAGON HOUSE
Occupied by President Madison after the burning of the White House in 1814
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PEACE

peace, we were not neutral any longer, and there were
no neutral rights to infringe upon. There were no
war orders, no decrees against our vessels, no seizures,
no searches for contraband, no paper blockades, no
impressments of American seamen. We could keep on
fighting, if we chose to do so, over the abstract ques-
tion of whether England had had a right to do these
things and would have a right to do them again. For
the present they were not being done, and we had
fought because they had been done, and not because
England had asserted a right to do them. As for the
question of expediency, the American government had
no desire to stand against the undivided land and
naval forces of England, fresh from their victories over
France.

The greatest disappointment of the war had been
the attitude of many of the people at home. Speaking
broadly, the South had supported the war; the new
West had supported it better than the South; in the
Middle States there was much opposition to it, and the
East had opposed it bitterly. At this very moment
five leading citizens of New England, sent as dele-
gates from the convention which had met at Hartford
early in January to formulate measures against the
war policy of the administration, were on their way to
Washington, bearing grievances and threats against
the federal government.

Although the President earnestly desired peace, the
last' advices from the commissioners at Ghent had
discouraged his hopes of obtaining it until there had
been more fighting. He and his envoys thought the
British envoys were purposely delaying the negotia-

5
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tions, believing that New Orleans and the mouth of
~ the Mississippi would soon fall into their hands.

They demanded as a basis of peace that each country
should retain in its possession such territory as it
might hold when the war should close. As late as
October 1gth the American commissioners had been
instructed not to yield to the British demands.
After further discussion they had been dropped, and
at the same time the American commissioners with-
drew their insistence that the treaty contain a clause
in which Great Britain should expressly abandon the
right of impressing into her service American seamen
of British origin. So both commissioners having with-
drawn the demands which caused contention, there
was nothing to do but to write a treaty which declared
that the two countries, having been at war, now de-
sired to be at peace. The rest of the document was
detail and a postponement of minor questions in dis-
pute. The Federalists ridiculed the treaty as soon as
they saw it, and most historians have dealt with it in
the same spirit; but time has justified it, for the
points of difference between the two countries on
which it was silent have since been settled peacefully.

The President did not hesitate to accept the treaty,
and it was no sooner in his hands than he announced
his satisfaction with it. He was not a demonstrative
man, and it is not recorded that he uttered any unusual
expressions of pleasure when he knew that the war
was over; but it was different with his wife. Dolly
Madison radiated good nature, and her happiness was
irrepressible. There are several accounts of what

took place at the Octagon House that night, when the
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President told his wife that peace had come, which
may be incorrect in the fact but are undoubtedly true
in the impression they convey. It is said that she
announced the fact to all the house by shouting,
“Peace!” that some one rang the dinner-bell and
shouted, ‘‘Peace!” that Miss Sally Coles, a cousin of
Mrs. Madison’s, who was living with them, went to
the head of the basement stairs, where the negro
servants were crowded, and shouted, ‘‘Peace!” that
they took up the cry. Presently guests began to
arrive, and the house was thronged with people who
had one word upon their tongues—*‘Peace.”



II

A NEW ORDER

HEN Mrs. Madison’s dinner-bell rang in honor

of peace it was not known that it was ringing
out an old order and ringing in a new; that a turning-
point in the destiny of the country had been reached;
and that it was now for the first time fairly starting
on a career, separate,-independent, and its own. The
days of ascendancy and control of its fathers were
over. They had passed off the stage or were limping
useless upon it. The Declaration of Independence
had been signed thirty-eight years before, and only
six of the signers survived—Jefferson, John Adams,
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, William Floyd, and
William Ellery. All were permanently retired from
participation in public affairs except Ellery, who held
the inconspicuous office of Collector of Customs at
Newport. Elbridge Gerry, who died November 14,
1814, being at the time the Vice-President, was the
last signer to hold an important office. None of the
leading military characters of the Revolution was in
the public eye except Timothy Pickering, who was
playing an unpatriotic part. Nicholas Gilman, of
New Hampshire, who died May 2d, 1815, and Rufus
King, of New York, were the only members of the

8
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Congress then sitting who had served in the Conti-
nental Congress.

It was twenty-seven years since the Constitution had
been framed, and eleven of the forty-one members
who attended the last sitting of the convention were
alive. Except the President, only two of them were
now men of influence—Charles Pinckney, who was
powerful with the Republicans of South Carolina, and
Rufus King, who had a following among the moderate
Federalists of the East. Jared Ingersoll, of Phila-
delphia, had recently been defeated for the vice-
presidency, but his influence hardly extended beyond
the circle of lawyers and aristocrats among whom he
moved. Gouverneur Morris, old and ill-tempered, was
cursing the administration’s policy, but he had no
audience. As the membership of the Cabinet had
changed it had shifted steadily away from the old
order. Albert Gallatin, the Secretary of the Treasury,
who had participated in the Revolution and the
adoption of the Constitution, was succeeded by George
W. Campbell, who gave way to Alexander H. Dallas,
and he to William H. Crawford, and none of these had
been in public service until after the Constitution was
adopted. Dallas and then Crawford had taken over
the War Department, after William H. Eustis and
John Armstrong, both officers in the Army of the
Revolution, had successively retired. William Pink-
ney and Richard Rush, the Attorneys-General, were
too young to have seen Revolutionary service; so was
Benjamin W. Crowninshield, who succeeded William
Jones, a Revolutionary soldier, at the head of the
Navy Department. When Madison left the Presi-

9
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dency in 1817 he and James Monroe, his Secretary of
State, were the only members of the administration
who had been in public life when the new government
was started.

In Congress there had been a revolution, and the
power had passed into the hands of the young men,
who controlled the House of Representatives—Henry
Clay, the Speaker from 1811 up to 1814, aged in the
latter year only thirty-seven; Langdon Cheves, his
successor, of the same age; John C. Calhoun, the
Chairman of the Committee of Foreign Affairs, and
William Lowndes, the Chairman of the Committee of
Ways and Means, both aged thirty-two; Felix
Grundy, aged thirty-seven, and a few others who ac-
cepted their leadership.

The people had been slow to break away from old
conditions, for habits of thought are not easily nor
quickly changed. One hundred years ago there was
not a man in America over thirty-eight years of age,
of American birth, who had not been born a colo-
nial Englishman. There was not a grown-up man of
American parentage whose parents had not been born
the subjects of a king, and nearly all had been born
the subjects of the British king. The people had
been brought up as colonists and had been stamped
with the characteristics of colonists when their minds
were in the plastic state. The Revolution had oblit-
erated the stamp for a time, but in the quiet of peace
it had begun to reappear, and many Americans began
to look at things as they had been accustomed to
look at them in earlier days. Each man concerned
himself with his immediate surroundings and the

10
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political entity of which he and his forefathers had
been a part. This had been the colony and was now
the state. He took an interest, too, in the affairs of
Europe. For a century and a half he and his ancestors
had resided in a European dependency, and during
all of that time European politics had been of direct
concern to him. He was not yet used to his own
national government, which had taken the place of
the European government. It was an experiment
which he regarded critically, with a feeling of aloof-
ness and without affection. France and England
then monopolized the European stage, and it is not
strange that they should have taken up a great deal
of the attention of Americans. One country they had
been accustomed to think of as the mother country,
and until recently they had called it ‘“home.”” The
other had been their traditional enemy, against whom
their forefathers had waged war almost continuously.
Recently she had fought with them when they had
rebelled against the mother country. The usual line
of cleavage between those whose minds cling to the
past and who take their lessons from its experience
and those who put the past behind them and build
upon the present and the hopes of the future was ap-
parent. Macaulay’s description is as applicable to
parties in America as it is to parties in England:
In one sense, indeed, the distinction which then became ob-
vious [in 1641 in England] had always existed, and always must
exist. For it has its origin in diversities of temper, of under-
standing, and of interest, which are found in all societies, and
which will be found till the human mind ceases to be drawn in
opposite directions by the charm of habit and by the charm of
novelty. Not only in politics, but in literature, in art, in science,
11
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in surgery and mechanics, in navigation and agriculture, nay,
even in mathematics, we find this distinction. Everywhere there
is a class of men who cling with fondness to whatever is ancient,
and who, even when convinced by overpowering reasons that
innovation would be beneficial, consent to it with many mis-
givings and forebodings. We find also everywhere another class
of men, sanguine in hope, bold in speculation, always pressing
forward, quick to discern the imperfections of whatever exists,
disposed to think lightly of the risks and inconveniences which
attend improvements and disposed to give every change credit
for being an improvement.

Thus it was that while the country was yet strug-
gling in the meshes of its old customs there had arisen
naturally a political party composed of men who re-
membered their origin and the origin of their insti-
tutions, who sympathized with England and who
hated France. They wished to cultivate England’s
good will, and only stopped short of a desire to be
in political subjection to her again, but in reality they
were still in mental subjection to her. A French party
was formed also, composed of radicals who looked
with intense interest and sympathy upon her revo-
lution as fully in line with our own, who remembered
the alliance with sentimental feelings, who hated
England because of the cruel incidents of the war.
As the death-struggle of England and Napoleon grew
fiercer the enthusiasm of the English and French
parties in this country cooled, for both combatants
treated American rights with that indifference which
the rights of the feeble commonly receive. More-
over, few Americans went so far as to sympathize
with a foreign nation against their own. The con-
temptuous treatment we received revealed our feeble-

7
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ness as it had not been revealed before. It appeared
that we had grown in size, but not in strength.

Two serving-men in Shakespeare’s ‘‘Coriolanus”
are arguing against peace:

“Ay,” says one, ‘“‘and it makes men hate one an-
other.”

‘“Reason,” says the other: ‘‘because they then
less need one another.”

It is undoubtedly true that in the long interval of
peace after the revolution the different sections, states,
and parties of the country, not having the need of one
another plainly before their eyes, drifted into a selfish
rivalry and opposition to one another which engen-
dered bad feeling and closely bordered upon the land
of hate.

A new generation of men who had never themselves
known colonial dependence came to the rescue. They
pushed the old leaders aside and led the country, all
unprepared and disunited as it was, into the war, and
there it was more united than it had been in peace, and
soon the English and the French parties disappeared.
Factional opposition to the war itself, however, be-
came more dangerous; and, of course, the personal
jealousies and antagonisms which arose among the
military rivals were communicated to their followers
and created bad feeling. The passions of the factions
had reached the critical stage when the peace came.
The people were united in approving that, at any rate.
They were worn out with domestic quarrels and glad
to readjust themselves to new conditions. The foreign
parties were dead; the conduct of France and Eng-
land had killed them. So was the issue upon which

13
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the people had split so bitterly—of whether the war
should be waged. There was no European aggres-
sion to fear; the European peace had settled that. Old
points of difference being dead, there was a season
when the new points were developing, but were not
yet plainly obvious—a season of calm between storms
and of uninterrupted development of material strength.
The signing of the Declaration of Independence had
marked the beginning of the nation; the signing of
the Treaty of Ghent marked the beginning of its
vigorous young manhood.



II1

THE LAND

HEN an American spoke of his country a hun-
dred years ago he always spoke of it in the
plural number, having it in his mind as a union of
separate sovereign states. He had not yet grasped
the fact that he was a citizen of a continental nation.
When he bounded the United States he bounded the
territory of 1783 and nearly always left out Louisi-
ana, although that enormous domain had been added
to the United States thirteen years before. When
the question of buying it was under discussion in
the House of Representatives in 1802 one of the
members, Roger Griswold, of Connecticut, truly said
that the framers of the Constitution had never looked
forward to an addition to the Union of new territory
so large that it would overbalance the old territory.
Nor had the citizens of the old states looked forward
to it, and they did not understand it. That they
were beginning to do so was an important circum-
stance in showing that the consciousness of the na-
tional destiny had awakened. Already the more ad-
vanced teachers were telling their scholars that all
the territory under the federal government might be
properly included in the term the United States.
The boundaries of the territory of 1783 were com-
15
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monly understood to be New Brunswick on the north-
east, Canada on the north, the Atlantic Ocean on the
southeast, the Spanish possessions of East and West
Florida on the south, the Mississippi River on the
west; but the northeastern boundary line was not yet
drawn, and there was dispute with Spain over the ex-
tent of the Floridas. The area was ordinarily com-
puted as being 1,000,000 square miles, about 1,400
miles from the northern to the southern boundary,
about 1,400 miles across in the northern and about
700 miles in the southern part. Of the boundaries
of Louisiana all was uncertainty. The eastern limit
was put down as the Mississippi River, ‘‘which,”
said the geographers, ‘‘separates it from the United
States and West Florida,” but they did not agree
about the other boundaries. One said it was bounded
on the south by the Gulf of Mexico, on the west
by New Mexico and unknown lands, on the north
by lands still possessed by the Indians. Another gave
the southern boundary as New Orleans, the western
as New Mexico, the northern as ‘‘the unknown re-
gions.” A more detailed description of the western
boundary was New Mexico and a ‘‘ridge of moun-
tains generally denominated the Shining Mountains,
which divide the western waters of the Mississippi
from those that flow into the Pacific Ocean.” It
was generally believed that some part of it extended
to the Pacific Ocean. The area was computed as
being more than a million square miles, but how much
more no one cared to guess. The real area of the
original territory was only 827,844 square miles, and
of Louisiana 1,171,931, but our concern is to know
16
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what the people thought it was rather than what it
was.

In 1815 there was no land-hunger in America. If
there had been any before the purchase of Louisiana
the unexpected acquisition of that vast expanse had
more than satisfied it. It was not until a generation
later, when a Southern party which desired to in-
crease its political power by increasing the territory
which it could control arose, that the appetite for
more land became a craving with a part of the people.
Tt is true that the Floridas were desired; not, however,
for their terrritory so much as because they were in
the way of the orderly progress of the commerce and
population of the United States and were a menace
to our peace. The symmetry of the sea-coast was
destroyed by this foreign peninsula between the ocean
and the Gulf. As soon as Louisiana was acquired
the fate of the Floridas was sealed. Already the
government had taken steps to buy them from Spain,
and five years later the sale was consummated.

The United States was divided territorially into
eighteen states and four territories. Vermont had
been admitted in 1791, Kentucky in 1792, Tennes-
see in 1796, Ohio in 1802, Louisiana in 1812. The
organized territories were Indiana, Illinois, Michi-
gan, Missouri, and Mississippi. Maine was a dis-
trict of Massachusetts till 1820. Wisconsin was in-
cluded in Illinois until 1818, when Illinois became a
state, and Wisconsin was attached to Michigan.
Missouri took in everything north and west of the
state of Louisiana. The area of the whole country
was understood to be about 2,000,000 square miles,
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the extreme length from north to south 1,500 miles,
the extreme breadth from east to west 2,000 miles.
The inhabitants proudly said that it was the largest
country in the civilized world except Russia. The
great size and unknown extent furnished food for
their imagination; and now that their attention was
concentrated on their own affairs they began to see
the vision of the future and to indulge in bold and
expansive hopes. That they were well governed was
recognized by foreigners. ‘‘Humanly speaking,” said
one of them, ‘“‘no circumstance can prevent these
United States from becoming eventually, and at no
distant period, a great and powerful nation, influ-
encing and controlling the other sovereignties of the
world.”

From every old community in the East adventurous
young men went forth to explore and conquer the
unknown country stretching toward the ‘‘Shining
Mountains,” and to every old community came back
the stories of its wonders. The people fed upon
wonders, and, not unnaturally, came to believe that
their own wisdom and energy had accomplished things
which the favors of nature alone had produced.

‘““The United States,” says the Easy Grammar of
Geography, published in 1818, compressing all the
virtues of the nation into two sentences, ‘‘are cele-
brated for the excellence of their Constitution, which
provides for political liberty and individual security.
The inhabitants are justly famed for their ardent
love of freedom, for their hospitality and industry,
and for the great attention they pay to agriculture
and commerce.”



v
THE PEOPLE

HE census of 1810 showed that there were then

7,239,903 inhabitants in the United States, in-
cluding Louisiana, of whom 1,191,364 were negro
slaves. By 1815 the whole population was more than
8,000,000. For the first ten years of national exist-
ence (from 1790 to 1800) it had increased by 2,000,000;
for the second (1800 to 1810) by 3,500,000; that is
to say, by 34% per cent. for the first ten years and
3634 per cent. for the second decade. By 1830 it
was 12,866,020; by 1860, 31,443,321, and it is now
about 94,000,000. The most sanguine prophets did
not prognosticate so rapid an increase.

It was customary to divide the population ethno-
logically into three great classes: Europeans and
their descendants, Africans and their descendants,
and Indians. The Europeans were of English, Dutch,
German, French, Irish, Scotch, Swedish, Swiss, and
Welsh stock. New England and the South, so far
as its white population was concerned, were inhabited
almost exclusively by English descendants. One-
fourth of the population of Pennsylvania were Ger-
mans, of whom there were many also in New Jersey
and New York. There were descendants of French
Protestants in New York and. South Carolina and
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French Catholics in the new state of Louisiana. There
were Dutch in New York, New Jersey, and Pennsyl-
vania; Irish in New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
and Kentucky; a few Scotch in New Hampshire,
New York, New Jersey, and North Carolina; Swedes
in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland; Swiss
in Indiana Territory; and Welsh in New York and
Pennsylvania. The Germans in Pennsylvania spoke
their own language among themselves, but most of
them knew English. Many of the French in Louisi-
ana spoke only French. Speaking generally, how-
ever, the universal language was English, the pre-
dominant ancestry was English, the predominant
customs and habits were English, modified by en-
vironment. The most populous state in the Union
was still Virginia, with 974,622 people; but New York
had moved up from the third place, which it had oc-
cupied in 1790, and was now close to Virginia, having
a population of 959,949. Pennsylvania was third,
with 810,091. The population of Virginia had grown
in ten years by more than 200,000 people, but it had
only gained 31,860 whites, and in the same period
New York had gained 372,999 whites, and was now
the most populous state in the number of white in-
habitants. Massachusetts was the fourth state, with
472,040 people. It had gained 50,000 people in ten
years. Kentucky had jumped from 73,677 to 406,511,
and Ohio from 42,156 to 230,760. South Carolina
had 415,110, having gained nearly 70,000 in ten years,
but of these only 17,046 were white; and in the same
time New Jersey, with 245,562 in 1800, had gained
34,000, nearly all of whom were white. It was plain
20
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that the old Southern states were losing their su-
premacy, the movement of population being to the
North and the West.

Of the 1,200,000 slaves in the country only 418 were
in New England. The so-called Middle States had
147,737, but this included 11,502 in Maryland, where
slavery was still lawful. There were 15,017 in New
York, 10,851 in New Jersey, 795 in Pennsylvania,
4,177 in Delaware, and 5,393 in the District of Col-
umbia. All the rest of the slaves were in the South,
including Kentucky and Tennessee. They were dying
out in the North, where slavery was no longer lawful.

The Indian population had become unimportant
in the East. A number of the Iroquois, or Six Na-
tions, remained on their lands in the western part of
New York. Wyandots, Delawares, and Shawanese
had small areas of land in Indiana and Illinois. In
Michigan and the Northwest territories there were
many Indians, chiefly Chippewas. The Creeks, Chero-
kees, Choctaws, and Chickasaws occupied some of
the most fertile portions of Georgia, Alabama, Missis-
sippi, and Tennessee; but their power had been broken
in the recent war, and already it was decreed that they
must emigrate to the wilderness west of the Missis-
sippi. It was estimated that there were still between
70,000 and 80,000 Indians east of the Mississippi. In
the Western territory there were supposed to be
80,000 more.

The densest population was in Massachusetts,
where the average was 65 people to the square mile;
in New York State were 20, and only 14 in Virginia.
In Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, and the far
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Western territory there were more square miles than
there were people.

There were few large cities. New York was the
largest, with 96,373 inhabitants, having passed Phila-
delphia, which had been the largest until recently
and now had 92,247. The third city was Baltimore,
with 46,555; Boston came next, with 33,250; then
Charleston, with 27,711. New Orleans (17,242), Salem
(12,613), and Providence (10,071) were the only other
cities having more than 10,000 inhabitants. There
were ten other cities which had more than 5,000. The
whole population in cities of over 5,000 inhabitants
was 406,731, only 6 per cent. of the whole. The pro-
portion of city population increased steadily there-
after, and is now more than 4o per cent. of the
whole. The figures are enough by themselves to
show that the people were nearly all farmers. Many
of them had a fear of the cities, born of ignorance and
the free play of their imagination, and thought them
to be centers of luxury and sin, places of gaiety and
pleasures which turned the heads of girls, made them
worldly, and tempted them to their fall, and where
young men were led into dissipation, vice, and crime.
The influence of the cities was not extensive. People
traveled little, and comparatively few of them re-
sorted to the cities often. The dependence upon them
did not spread far, and their population subsisted
upon the country immediately around them. The
newspapers were published in the cities and were
generally read, but they did not contain reports of
those phases of life which lure the light-minded and
viciously inclined.
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In the country each family was an independency.
It provided nearly all the food it consumed, spun its
own thread, and made much of its own cloth. There
was exchange at the mill, and sales were made to
obtain money for hats, shoes, metal ware, agricul-
tural tools, and a few luxuries, but in the main the
household stood alone, and might be cut off from com-
munication with the rest of the world for months at
a time without inconvenience.

The average value of the land for the whole country
was $10 an acre. The highest valuation was in Rhode
Island, where it was $39 for the whole state. In the
South, where there was extensive planting, it was
$4 in Virginia, $2.50 in North Carolina, $8.00 in South
Carolina, $2.50 in Georgia. In New York large tracts
were held by individuals under ancient charters or
by purchase at state sales, and they were rented
out to farmers for payments partly in produce and
partly in money, but the rents were low. These were
the only tenant farmers, all the rest of the land being
tilled by those who owned it. There were no vassals,
except as the slaves of the South were vassals. Leav-
ing them out, there were no large bodies of men de-
pendent for their sustenance and welfare upon a few
men and subject to be used by them to further their
designs, and consequently there were no large bodies
of men who felt the animosity which dependents feel
toward those who have power over them. Here was
a land where men were free politically and indus-
trially. Diversification of industries and consequent
complications in the national life were beginning to
appear, but had not yet come.

23



LIFE IN AMERICA ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

There had always been some manufacturing in the
country, and after independence it had been encour-
aged by protective laws. The second war with Great
Britain gave it a sudden and irresistible impulse by
the high prices which manufactured articles com-
manded and the suspension of the foreign trade, which
eliminated competition. Manufacturing sprang up
quickly, especially in New England and the Middle
States, and in the aggregate employed many persons.
It was estimated in 1815 that the cotton and woolen
manufactures, which were by far the largest and most
important, employed in all about 200,000 persons,
about 20,000 of whom were men, the rest being women
and children and boys under seventeen years of age.
Much of the manufacturing was carried on in families,
however, the machinery used being simple and in-
expensive. This was the case especially with cotton,
wool, and flax. Two-thirds of the clothing and house
linen of the inhabitants who did not live in cities was
of family manufacture. In 1820, after the impulse
to manufacturing had become settled, the largest
number of persons employed in one district in manu-
facturing was in Huntingdon District, Pennsylvania,
where 390, distributed through nine establishments,
were engaged in making bar iron. The largest num-
ber in one locality in New England was 150 to 250 per-
sons employed in making window-glass in three glass-
works—two in Boston and one in Chelmsford. The
country was far behind England in the use of ma-
chinery in manufactures. Steam iron-works were
erected in Baltimore in 1814; but the motive power
for all other manufactures was water or hand, whereas
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steam was already extensively in use in English facto-
ries. Great aggregations of capital, large establish-
ments operated by expensive machinery, populous
communities composed almost exclusively of factory
workers, were unknown. So insignificant was the fac-
tory population when considered with reference to
the whole that it need not be taken into account in
forming a conception of the national life.

The school-book from which I quoted in the last
chapter spoke of the devotion of the people to com-
merce as well as agriculture. Such was the case on
the seaboard, especially in New England, and the
shippers and seafaring men were an important al-
though not a numerous part of the population. Dur-
ing the war some of the sailors had found employment
in the navy, and many on privateers, and after the
peace they went back to the merchantmen; but some
of the capital which had been in the shipping had
shifted permanently to manufactures. The commerce,
except when it was interrupted by the war, was greater
with Great Britain than it was with all other countries
combined; but when the Spanish colonies in South
America revolted it was believed that commerce with
them would soon become the most important of all.
An American authority (John Bristed), writing in
1818 on ‘“The Resources of the United States,” said
‘““the greatest commercial benefit resulting from the
emancipation of Spanish America would be the for-
mation of a navigable passage across the Isthmus of
Panama, the junction of the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. The expense of such an undertaking would
not exceed three or four millions, sterling, and Great

25



LIFE IN AMERICA ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

Britain could not more profitably employ twenty or
thirty thousand of her distressed laborers than in
executing such a task, under the superintendence of
competent engineers.”’

The idea was not new, but no one seriously advanced
the proposition that the United States should build

the canal.



A%
OURSELVES AS OTHERS SAW US

HERE was little knowledge of the United States

in foreign countries in 1815, and not much in-
terest. The American Revolution had come when
liberty was the fashion in Europe, when it was dis-
cussed by popular writers and talked of in drawing-
rooms; and, with France as our ally, our struggle
had arrested the attention of the civilized world;
but the painful struggle of the new nation to stand
alone afterward was not an inspiring spectacle, and
received little notice. It was not generally believed
that we would stand alone long. The cause of popular
liberty had suffered serious discredit because it had
assumed a hideous form in the French Revolution,
and the pendulum had swung back to orthodox mon-
archical ideas of government. Moreover, the affairs
of Europeans were in a crisis and engrossed their
minds. Our second war with England received meager
attention even in England itself, and still less on the
Continent. Contemporaneous historians barely gave
it a paragraph, and there were many intelligent Eng-
lishmen who had never heard of Andrew Jackson
even after the battle of New Orleans. Such demand
for information about the country and its people as
existed was supplied by a few publications of travel-
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ers who told their experiences and impressions. Nat-
urally, the narratives were disparaging, for the rough-
ness of life and the hardships of travel put the tourists
in bad humor. It is to be remarked, also, that the
people of one nation are commonly prejudiced against
other nations and that travelers are apt to belittle
all nations but their own. Foreigners were not more
unfair to Americans than Americans were to foreign-
ers. The opportunities for observation of the trav-
elers must also be remembered when we read their
opinions. Some of them told of what they saw from
the stage-coaches and learned from their fellow-pas-
sengers and at the taverns of the road, and knew
nothing more. A dance held in the public room of an
inn they recorded as a good example of the amuse-
ments of the people, and the drunkenness which was
common among the frequenters of a place whose chief
business was the sale of liquor was cited as an illus-
tration of their habits. Thus one writer, Thomas
Ashe, an Englishman, said that bigotry was the char-
acteristic of the people in the Northeastern states;
that society in the South was in a shameful state of
degeneracy; that the people were turbulent, aban-
doned Christians, unnatural fathers, and treacherous
friends; that there was no eloquence among the public
men; and so forth. His observations were valueless
because they contained hardly a trace of truth. Par-
kinson, another Englishman, wrote more discrimi-
natingly, but hardly less severely. We were avaricious
and unscrupulous, he said, and no transaction brought
discredit on a man unless he lost money by it. This

judgment was expressed by most commentators.
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Isaac Candler, an Englishman who was pleasantly
entertained on his travels and wrote sympathetically,
said we were less sober than the people of the Conti-
nent, and about on a level in this respect with the
Irish. Profanity prevailed to a shocking extent.
Gambling was extensively practised, especially in the
South, and dueling was more frequent and engaged
in for less cause than in any country of Europe. The
women were remarkably virtuous. The people were
sociable, even to the point of familiarity, and were
fond of asking questions. In the South they were
irritable and quick to quarrel. Hospitality was a
prevalent virtue, and the manners were generally
agreeable.

Of course, the Englishmen took notice of the pecu-
liar use of many words or expressions in America—
of clever for worthy or obliging, of smart for clever, of
I guess for I suppose, of elegant for excellent, of I
reckon for I think or I guess, and similar colloquial-
isms; but several critics declared the mass of the
people spoke better English than the mass of English-
men, and that nowhere was anything heard as bad
as the whine of Suffolk, the chipping of words of
Yorkshire, and the guttural of Newcastle. Americans
did not find an & at the beginning of words where it
did not exist nor overlook it when it was there. The
common pronunciation was that of educated Lon-
doners. They were poor conversationalists, however,
and inattentive to details. They had no taste in
architecture and ornamentation, but the women
dressed becomingly.

Perhaps the severest of all the critics, because there
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was so much of truth in his criticisms, was Felix de
Beaujour, a cultivated Frenchman who made a pains-
taking study of the country. Philadelphia, he said,
was not only remarkable for the regularity of its
streets, but for the cleanliness of the houses. New
York wore a smiling aspect and was like a continental
town; Boston and Baltimore were like English towns;
Charleston, Norfolk, and New Orleans resembled the
towns of the West Indies. Of the new capital, Wash-
ington, all he could say was that it resembled ‘‘those
Russian towns traced in the deserts of Tartary, in
whose inclosures we behold nothing but naked fields
and a few glimpses of houses.” As for national char-
acter, the Americans were a mixture of people sprung
from so many different nations that thus far they
had none. They had as much vanity as the oldest
nations in Europe. The latter boasted of what they
had done and the Americans of what they could do.
They had no habits of their own. In the Northern
states they were bold and enterprising, in the Middle
states light and inconstant, in the South heedless
and lazy. ‘“A Bostonian would go in search of his
fortune to the bottom of hell; a Virginian would not
go across the road to seek it.”” In the North one
found English manners; in the Middle region a thou-
sand shades had colored English manners; in the South
the manners were those of West-Indians. The plant-
er’s life was a continual scene of indolence and dis-
sipation. Horse-racing and cock-fighting were his
outdoor sports, gaming and drinking his diversions
indoors. In the interior west of the Alleghanies man-
ners were simpler and purer than in other parts. Gain
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was the subject of conversation among all men and
the level of all their actions. There was no country
in the world where there was less generosity of senti-
ment, less charm of life. Everything was sacrificed
to interest. All disinterested acts, all talents purely
agreeable, were looked upon with contempt. An un-
bridled love of money was the spring of the Republic.
Everything favored a vile cupidity. Bankruptcy in
the commercial towns was often the shortest and
surest road to fortune. In the country and the vil-
lages good and upright characters were as common
in the United States as they were elsewhere; but
high-spirited and lofty souls, great and noble char-
acters, were rarer. The people had, however, a love
of liberty, were industrious, and had high regard for
the laws. The women were better than the men.
They were beautiful until they were twenty-five years
old, when their forms changed, and by the time they
were thirty their charms had disappeared. They en-
joyed great liberty till they married. Then they
buried themselves in their families and appeared to
live only for them. As wives they were faithful and
thrifty and had none of the vices, but all of the vir-
tues, of their husbands. The social life was joyless
and monotonous. He thought the Americans were
called upon to act a great part in the world, if they
did not make their appearance on the stage too soon.
The danger was that they might become the victims
of their own dissensions and dissolve before they had
formed into the body of a nation. Mongaret, another
Frenchman, confirmed the general opinion that the
Southerners were more dissipated than the North-
3z
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erners, and more fond of gaming. He, also, thought
the women pretty and amiable. Montule, also a
French traveler, agreed on this point. He especially
remarked the love of pleasure of the people of Louisi-
ana and the deplorable frequency there of duels en-
gaged in for insufficient cause. A careful estimate
was made by Mackenzie, a Scotchman. He thought
that the people of New England were inquisitive,
that the descendants of the Dutch especially were
avaricious, that the laboring - classes were better
dressed and more independent than those of England,
but the genteeler classes were more slovenly. The
women were handsome, but not so healthy in appear-
ance as the English, and their beauty was short-lived.
The people of the Northern states were plain, honest,
and industrious; the planters were lazy and self-
indulgent. There was a deep prejudice between the
people of the sections. Tobacco was used to excess
by all classes, and they were generally addicted to
dram-drinking. They carried the spirit of indepen-
dence to an extreme and lacked courtesy. There was
a dead-level of intelligence in the United States, the
gradation of intellect which existed in England being
unknown. The laborer was more intelligent than his
brother in Europe; but the middle classes were not
so well informed.

A few German and one or two Italian and Spanish
travelers recorded their impressions, but they are un-
important. On certain points the foreigners were
agreed, and these must be taken as being American
characteristics palpable to outsiders. We were do-
mestic in our tastes and fond of family life. Our

32



OURSELVES AS OTHERS SAW US

women were beautiful and good. We were inquisi-
tive; we were inordinately devoted to making money;
we were too fond of strong drink; we were too fond
of gambling; we were industrious in the North, but
lazy in the South; intelligence was well diffused among
us, but we produced few great characters; we neg-
lected the light and agreeable things of life. They
were fond of quoting this remark: ‘“American theory
is at least two centuries in advance of American
practice.”

As for the country itself, those who passed over it
hardly saw more than the landscape and generally
underestimated the fertility of the soil, while they
appreciated the wonderful scenery.

As I have said, liberty was not the fashion for the
moment, so the American government came in for
condemnation because it had not power enough, es-
pecially in the executive branch. The general verdict
was that the President ought to be given greater per-
manency of office, that there was an excess of liberty,
the people being all and the government nothing.
The elections were thought to be too frequent. As
a consequence the Representatives were too dependent
on their constituents and too local in their policy.
Moreover, the constituencies were kept in an incessant
turmoil of corrupting electioneering. The Union was
in danger of breaking, because of the growth of sec-
tional feeling engendered by the existence of slavery
in one part. The West, too, when it became powerful
would probably separate from the East.
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AS WE SAW OURSELVES

HEN we came to judge ourselves Northerners

and Southerners were prejudiced in their esti-
mate of one another, and they then constituted the
two great divisions of the people, the new West not
yet having formed into a separate group. Southern-
ers had no sympathy with the hard frugality of the
North. Having slaves for laborers, large holdings of
land by individuals, and a climate without a long,
rigorous winter, frugality was not necessary with
them. They found the leveling of classes of the North
disagreeable, being accustomed to an aristocratic or-
ganization of society with a recognized higher class.
They were fond of saying that there were few gentle-
men in the North, and they used the word ‘‘gentlemen’’
in the same sense that Englishmen used it. They
superintended their farms or engaged in professional
pursuits, and the interests of a commercial people
and of farmers who worked their own land seemed
petty to them. In short, they thought themselves
superior to their Northern neighbors. These remarks
apply to the ruling class of Southerners, who owned
the property and shaped the destiny of their part of
the country. The poorer classes had no power, but
they, too, disliked the Northerners. They knew very
little about them and commonly associated them in
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their minds with the Yankee peddlers who came
among them occasionally and cheated them. The
Southerners were often men of affairs, but they were
seldom writers, and the product of their printing-
presses was small. The result is that the record of
their opinions is meager.

The home of the writers was then, as it is now, New
England, and an investigator has not far to go to
learn what they thought of themselves and of all other
Americans. Even the most cautious and fair among
them were outspoken in their reprobation of slavery
and the effect it had upon the people of the South,
making them lazy and arrogant, causing them to
pursue pleasure too eagerly, thus encouraging gaming
and conviviality, giving a tone to their character
which placed them at a disadvantage when they
were compared with the people of the North. Com-
ing to more specific judgment, they found the planters
of Maryland imperious and proud, ‘“‘an almost nec-
essary consequence of slave-keeping,” but hospit-
able, with manners as polished as those of English
country gentlemen, and generally of liberal education.
The Virginians west of the Blue Ridge were indus-
trious and temperate; east of the mountains the great
planters were hospitable and of independent spirit,
but idle and intemperate in their habits, and the
lower orders were ignorant and abject. Here there
was great disparity of fortunes and intellectual ac-
quirements. The North-Carolinians were hospitable,
but had no taste for learning, and temperance and
industry could not be reckoned among their virtues.
Among the lower classes the barbarous custom of
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rough-and-tumble fighting prevailed, as it did in the
rest of the South and the West and in a less degree in
the wilder portions of all the states, when the adver-
saries bit, scratched, and kicked as well as punched
each other, and tried to blind each other by the hor-
rible practice of ‘‘gouging,” which consisted of forcing
a man’s eyes out of their sockets with the knuckles.
This practice excited a great deal of comment, but
the extent to which it prevailed has probably been
exaggerated. North Carolina was said to be remark-
able for the early marriages of some of its citizens,
grandmothers not more than twenty-seven years old.
being occasionally met with. In South Carolina the
fertility of the soil made the acquisition of wealth easy.
Many people were rich and addicted to convivial
pleasures and licentiousness. They were naturally
quick and vivacious, but lacked enterprise and per-
severance. They were open-handed in giving, highly
polished, and well educated. The women lacked the
bloom of the North, but had an engaging softness
and delicacy of appearance and manners and were
possessed of polite and elegant accomplishments.
Charleston was famous for the gaiety and conviviality
of the inhabitants, and many families there made a
great display of wealth and taste. The Georgians
were generally pronounced to be lazy, a result of the
hot climate. Of Louisiana little was known;tbut
the peculiar population, in which people of French
origin predominated, was looked upon as essentially
foreign and not yet within the circle of American life.

Of the character of the people of New England
the highest opinions were entertained; and justly,
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although they came from New England men. There,
they said, the people were nearly all of English de-
scent, and the English language had been preserved
pure and free from the corruptions which had crept
into it in the Middle States, where the proportion
of foreign-born residents was so large. The popula-
tion were mostly of the middle class and escaped the
vices of the rich and the sufferings of the poor. They
were hardy and independent, and so jealous of their
liberties that they were often the victims of imag-
inary grievances and groudless suspicions against the
government. They were accused of impertinent in-
quisitiveness, but it was really only a form of their
desire for knowledge. It was true that they were
frugal in their personal expenses; but they were lib-
eral in expenditures for public purposes. Especially
were the people of Connecticut fortunate, for the in-
dividual holdings of land were small. There was a
degree of political tranquillity in that state greater
than in any other. They enjoyed as perfect indepen-
dence and equality as any people in the world. But
the state scandalized the country by the number of
divorces it granted. They were the consequence of
a law passed in 1667 permitting divorce for three
years’ wilful desertion by the husband or the wife.
Many were arranged by mutual understanding. The
immigrants who were building up the new West came
largely from New England, so it could appropriately
be called a nursery of men. As for the women, they
were educated in housewifery, assiduous in household
employments, and occupied their leisure hours in
reading books of useful information.
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The people of the Middle States presented varia-
tions which made it difficult to characterize them as
a whole. In New York the Dutch descendants were
noted for their conservatism and refusal to adopt im-
provements in agriculture. The large landholders
lived like Englishmen. There were many New Eng-
land people, and the most prevalent characteristics
were those of New England. New York City had a
social life as agreeable as any on the Continent. Al-
ready the turbulence and corruption of its elections
were remarked upon. In Pennsylvania the popula-
tion came from so many sources that general remarks
could not be applied to it. The people were for the
most part plain, frugal, and industrious, these being
the qualities of the Germans to a notable degree.
There had been a great deal of enterprise displayed,
and much over-trading in consequence, with ruinous
results. Of New Jersey there was a general verdict
that the people were industrious, but paid little at-
tention to education. The western part of the state
traded with Philadelphia, and East Jersey with New
York, so that manners in the former were like those
of Philadelphia and in the latter like those of New
York.

As for the people of the new states and the West,
they were like the people of the states from which
they had come. Kentuckians resembled Virginians;
Tennesseeans, North-Carolinians; and the settlers in
Ohio were like the people of Connecticut.

The hard judgment which the people of the two
sections rendered of each other was due to the pres-
ence of slavery in one section.



VII
A MAN’S BODY AT AUCTION

S this is a true picture of our country one hundred
years ago, a chapter on slavery must be written;

but the task is not so repulsive as it would be if we
were considering slavery in America forty years later,
when intelligent and well-meaning men were extolling
it as a beneficent institution and trying to make it
national in scope. In 1815 it was considered every-
where to be a local problem. It had existed in all of
the colonies at the time of the Revolution; but each
of the Northern states had abolished it by a gradual
process, the first being Massachusetts and Pennsyl-
vania in 1780 and the last New Jersey in 1804. There-
after it existed only in the Southern states, including
Delaware, and the few slaves still remaining in the
Northern states were a negligible quantity. Nobody in
the South defended it. The greatest apostle it had at
a later period, John C. Calhoun, had already entered
upon his public career, being one of the leaders of the
House, but no word of defense of slavery came from
him until some years later. George Mason’s denunci-
ation of it in the federal convention of 1787 was a
correct statement of Southern sentiment then and
for many years afterward. ‘‘Slavery discourages
arts and manufactures,” he said. ‘“The poor despise
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labor when performed by slaves. They prevent the
immigration of whites, who really enrich and strength-
en a country. They produce the most pernicious
effect on manners. Every master of slaves is born a
petty tyrant. They bring the judgment of Heaven
on a country. As nations cannot be rewarded or
punished in the next world, they must be in this. By
an inevitable chain of causes and effects Providence
punishes national sins by national calamities.” There
is not much to add to this sweeping paragraph from a
Virginia planter and slaveholder.

As for the negroes themselves, they were better off
as slaves in America than they had been as savages
in Africa, and none of them wished to be sent back.
Their morals were lax, their education was neglected,
and their religious practices were crude; but in all
these respects they were far in advance of their fathers
and brothers on the Gold Coast. So far as food, medi-
cal attendance, clothing, and the amount of work
exacted of them were concerned, speaking generally,
they fared as well as the l