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* YRBFAcE. 

ETHAN ALLEN, the author and subject of . 

the following narrative, was certainly one of 
the most noted and notable men of his ti’me. 
Bold, ardent and unyielding, he possessed an 
unusual degree of vigor both of ‘body and 
mind, and an unlimited confidence in his’ own 
abilities. 

He was born in RoTbury, &hf%&boiinty, 
Conn. on the 10th of January, 1737. *He 
married in Connecticut, and migrated himself 
to Vermont about the year 1769, where he 
Gent most of his after life ; but his family did 
not come here till 1778, just before fr’is return 
from &ptivity. At the commencement of 

. disturbances in this territory, about the year 
1770, he took a most active,part in favor of 
the Green Mountain Boys, as the settlers :wer+W 8 

then called, in opposition to the government 
of New York. On account of which, an’aot 
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of outlawry against him was passed by this 
State, and fifty pounds were offered for his 
apprehension ; but his party was too numerous 
and faithful to permit him to be disturbed by 
any apprehensions for his safety. In all the 
struggles of the day he was successful’; and 
not only proved a w&table friend to those 
whose cause he had espoused, but he was 
humane .and generous towards those with 
whom he had to contend. When called to - 
take the field he showed himself an able leader 
and an intrepid soldier. He refrained from 

l 

every ‘thing which had the appearance of 
meanness, injustice, cruelty, or abuse towards 
those who,fell into his power, and protested 

‘against the same ii others. During the pro- 
gress of the controversy with New York, 9 
wrote and dispersed several pamphlets in 
which he exhibited, ‘in a manner peculiar to 
himself, and.well suited to the state of public 
feeling, the injustice and cruelty of the claims 

@and proceedings of this State.. And although 
these pamphlets are unworthy of notice as’ 
literary productions; yet they were at the time 
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extensively circulated, and contributed much 
to inform the minds, arouse the zeal, and unite, 
the efforts of the settlers. The bold atid w- 
polished rotighneas of these writings were well 
suited to give a just description of the viewa 
and proceedings of a band of speculating and 
unprincipled land-jobbers. ‘His method of 
writing was likewise well adapted to the con- 
dition and feelings of th’e settlers ;, and proba- 
bly exerted a greater influence over their 
opinions and conduct, tha? the same senti- 
ments would have done, clothed in the chhste 
style of classio elegance; &r did it di$er 
greatly in style, or literary merit ; f&m.-the 
pamphlets which came from 8ewYork. But 
although he wrote with asierity and freedom, 
be ‘was ever noble and generous and just. 

The most eventful period of Cal. All&n% 
life was that between May 1775 tid May 1778. 
This period is embraced in the followitig nar: 
rative. Being returned to Vermont, as an’ 
expression of confidence iI; MS patriotism a& 
military talents, he was very soon afterwards 
appointed to the command of the State militia. 



It does not appear, however, that his jntre- 5 
pidity was. ever afterwards brought to the tat, 
thong& his patriotism was triedlby an UDSUC- 
aessful attempt of the British to bribe him to 
efTec.t a reunion of Vermont ,with Cawda. 
Sir H, Clinton wrote to Lord Germaide,’ 
geb. 1781, 6; there is every reason tosuppose 
that Ethan Allen has quitted the rebel cause..” 

1:t was his project to makea city, Vergennes, 
a mile square. His daughter Pamela, married 
E. W. Keys, Esq., in 1803. Another 
daughter entered a nmmery in Canada; and 
another died in her youth. Being called to , 
the bedside of this qae a short time !previous 
to her death, (she having been instructed in 
the principles of chris$anity by her mother, 
and by him in deistical principles,) she said 
to ,him, “4 am about to die ; shall I believe 
the principles you have taught me, or shaN I 
believe what my mother has taught me ?” He 
became agitated-his c:hin quivered-his whole 
frame shook, and he replied, “ Believe what 

<yaur mother hat taught you.“’ 
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Resides the pamphlets ,in the controversy 
with New York, and this narrative of his cap- 
tivity, our ahthor also wrote 6‘ A Vindication 
of the Opposition pf the Inhabitants of Ver- 
mont to the Government of New York, and 
their right to form an independent State.” 
This was published in 1779, and “Allen’s 
Theology, orthe Oracles of Reason, 178tLS” 

He died suddenly, ,of apqplexy, at his estate 
in Colchester, Feb. 12, 1789. His ashes 
r&t beneath a plain marble slab in the beautiful 
cemetry near,~Winooski, lower falls, having 
upon it the foHowing inscript& : j.,, * !- r , 

The 
., ‘. 

‘Corporeal Part , 
of 

GENERAL ETHAN ALLEN, 
Rests beneath this stone, 

1’2th day Feb. 1789, * 
Aged 50. 

His spirit tried th? mercies of his God ’ 
In whom he h&p&d and stron@y trusted. 

His true age, as will appear from the recqrd 

’ 
of his birth, was 52 years, 1 month ‘and 2 days. 

Two editibns of this work, one at Philadel- 
phia and the other at Boston, were printed 
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during the year ; 779, in which it was wtitten. ’ 
Another was printed in Norwich, in 1780. 

The next, and only other that we have seen 
or heard of, was printed at Walpole,-N. EL in 
1802'. rn the advertisement to this, the pub- 
lishers say, “ we have complied with the 
wishes of a number of persons, who had a de; 
sire to keep in remembrance’ ‘the hero of 
Ticonderoga, and the exploits he performed,” 
and “ it is believed that there is not a copy 
for sale inany bookstore in the United States.Y 
What they said in 1807 of preceding editions, 
we say now of all, including also theirs. 
Again, . “ the events of those troublous times,’ 
in which Col. ALLEN took a conspicuous part, I 

-are rendered doubly interesting, from the 
lively, unadorned manner of his own narrative. 
As it is deemed that the very words in every 
respect, made use of by Col. Allen, would be 
more acceptable to the reader than any artifi- 
cial decoratjon of style, we shall almost inva- 
riably adh.e& to the original.” in this rev&d 
edition, we adhere trot “ almost invariably ;” 
but altogether to the original. 
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To conclude this preface, the writer would 
acknayvledge himself indebted for the mate- 
rials of the sketch here preented of the begin- 
ning and ,end of Col. Allen’s lifi, to Dr. 
William.Allen’s Biographical and Historical 
Dictionary, and to Zadock Thompson’s Civil 
History of Vermont; F. W.E. , 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Induced by a sense of duty to my country, 
and by the application of many worthy friends,’ 
some of whom are of the first characters, I ’ 

have concluded to publish the following narra- 
tive of the extraordinary scenes of my captiv- 
ty, and the discoveries which I made in the 
come of the same,, of .thecsuel and relentless 
disposition and behaviour d:rhe ‘enemy, to-, 
wards the prisoners in their power ; from 
which the state politician, and every gradation 
of character among the people; to the worthy 
tiller of the soil, may deduce such inferences 
as they shall think proper to carry into prac- 
tice. Some men are appoiuted into office in- 
these States, who read the history of the cru-’ 
elties of ihis war, with the same careless iu- 
difference, as they do the pages of the Roman 
history ; nay, some are preferred to places of 
trust and profit by the tory influence. The 

2 
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instances are, I hipe, but rare, and it ‘stands 
all freemen in hand to prevent their further in- 
fluence, which, / of all other tbing$ would be 
the most baneful to the liberties and happiness 
of this country ; and so far, as such influence 
cakes place, r& tl% of the vi&q .wn have 
obtained, at the expense of so much blood and 
treasure. 

I should have exhibited to rhe public a his- 
tory of the ‘Lets herein kwtained, boots &er 
my .exclnmga, had not the mgenq+ of my pri: 
vate aflhifa, together with more urgent public 
bnsiness, demanded my attention until a few 
weutks before the date hereof, The &ader 
will readily diocetw, that, a nmdve of this 
sort, csdkdso$&nebQirn q&en when I was 
a prisoner ); my tunk. and writings were often 
smarcbed under various pretetrcerr so that I 

.never wro~ o syl!able,‘or even mad& a rougjh 
-minute, whereon I rnie;ht predicate this nartia- 
tive, but trusted solely to my memory for the 
tihol~. I have, however, t&en the gr*test 
care a&l pains to recollect the facts and arrange 
them ;, IN ti they touoba vadety of characters 
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and opposing interests, I a’m sensible that all 
,will not be pleased with the relation of theqr. 
Be this as it will, I have made truth my in- 
variable guide, and pledge my honor on tbe 
truth of the facts. 

I have been generous with the British, in 
giving them full and ample credit for all their 
good usage of any considerable consequence, 
which I met among them, during my captivity; 
which was easily done, as I met with but little, 
in comparison of the bad, which, by reason of 
the great plurality of it, could not be contained 
in so concise a.narration ; so that I am (2ermin, 
that I have more fully enumerated the favors 
which I received, than the abuses I suffered. _ 
The critic will be pleased to excuse any in- 
accuracies in the. performance itself, as the . 
author has, unfortunately, missed of a liberal 
education. ETHAN ALLEN. 

Bennington, 1779. 
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’ NARRWITVE. 

EVER since I arrived to a state of man- 
hood, and acqwrinted myselfiwith thb general 
history of mankind, I hana felt a,s&cere$ pas- 
sion for liberty. The history of nations 
dooma& to perpetual slavery, in consequence 
of yielding up to tyrants their natural-born 
liberties, I!re& with agort of philosophical 
horror ; so that; +e fimt~ sylitematiosl. and 
bloody attempt at Lexin@q to,, naalaie. 
America, thoroughly electrified my mind, and 
fully determined ye. to take past with my 
country : And whde I was wishing for an 
opportunity to signalize myself in its behalf, 
directions were privately sent to me,Pom the 
then colony, now State, of~Colraecticut, to 
raise ,the Green Mountaim Boys. ; and .if pas- 
sible with them to surprise alad take the for- 
tress Ticonderoga. This enterprise I cheer- 
fully mulestook ; and, after first guarding all 
thcseveral passes that-led thither, to cut off 
all intelligence between the garrison and the 
cotmtxy, made a- forced march from Benning- 

2” 
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<ton, and arrived at the lake opposite to Ticon- 
deroga, on the evening of the 9th day of May, 
1775, with two hundred ahd thirty valiant 
Green Mountain.Boys ; and it was with the 
utmost difficulty that I procured boats to cross 
the lake. However, I landed eightyfive 
men near the garrison, and sent the boats 
back for the rear guard, commanded by Cal. 
Seth. Warner; but the day began to dawo, 
and I found myself under a necessity to attack 
the fort, before the rear could.eroas~tha lake ; 
and, as it was viewed hazardous; I harangued 
the oflioers Ldeoldiers in the manner follow-i 
ing : $4 Friends ‘and fellow-soldiers, you have, 
for a number of years past, been a scourge 
and terror to arbitrary power. Your valor 
has been :famed; abroad, and acknowledged,, 
as appears by,the ad&e, and’ orders to me 
from the G&e&l Assembly of Connecticut, 
to surprise and ‘take the galaison now before 
us. I naw propose to advance before you, 
and in erson conduct you, through tba wicket 
gate ; P or we must tbls morningTeither quit 
our pretensions to valor, or possess ourselves 
of this fortress in a few minutes ; and, in as 
much as it is a desperate attempt, which.noae 
but the ‘bravest of men dare undertake, I do 
noturge it on any contrarpde his will. You 
that will..uadertaks. voltm6rily, poise your 
firelocks? \ 
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The~men being:crt. thie ,time drawnI(up in 
three ranks, each poised his firelock, I,order&l 
them to faoe to the right, and, at the, head of 
the centeMe, marched tbem.immediateIy to’ 
the wicket-gate aforesaid, wheta ,I. fouru2.a 
sentry posted,. who instantly snapped his fusee 
at me. I run immediately towatd him, and 
he retreated through the, covered way into 
the parade within the garrison, gavea halloo, 
and ran under a bomb-proof. 4VIAp;pclttywhe~ 
followed me into the furt, I f~meel .on them’ 
parade in such manner as to face the two 
barracks whiah faced each other. The gar- 
risen being asleh~~.Jexaept tbe~,eerrtries, we 
gaws three heaar’ 
them;, One~ofthe 

u+&#&:.: 
mi: 

one of my officers with a chargad I bayonet, ,s 
1 

and slightly wounded him. My firstthought 
was to kill him wirh ‘my sword ; .but, in an 
instant, altered the .design and ,fury of die+- 
blow to a slight cut on the si&ofi:abe IN&@!:’ 
uponwhich he drop 

B 
ed his gsspand~asked 

quarter, which I- rea ily grantcQ h&-and’& 
manded. uf him ,the place where the com- 
manding&cer kept ; .he shewed .me a pair 
of-stairs ivahe front of a barrack, on the- west 
part of the garrison,, which&d up to asecond 
stocy in said barm&*.to which 1 immediatelg~- 
rgiaized!,~and ordared the com_mander, Cap%; f, 
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Deiaplace, to come.forth instantly, orI wollld 
sacrifice the whole garrison ; at which tbe 
Captain came immediately to the door with 
his breeches in his hand, when I ordered him 
to deliver to me the fort instantly, wha asked 
me by wha& &tbority I demaaded.it : I an- 
swered biKn,@@ the name&he great Jeho- 
vab and t& continental Congress.“* Tbe 
authority of\ the Cengress being very little 
known at that time, he began to speak again; 
but 1 interrupted -him, and) w,Lk my drawn 
sword over his betrd, again demanded ‘an inr 
mediate sarrender of the garrison ; to which 
he then complied, and ordered his men to be 
forthwith paraded without arms, as he bad 
given up the garrison. In the mean time 
some of my officers had, given orders+. and in 

cowxpnce~ thereof, &dry of the barrack 
dowww@s heat~dwvn, a& about one third 

of the-&avi3on imprisoned, which coesiqted of 
the&x&d uommandet, a Lieut. Feltham, a con- 
d&&af artillery, a gunner, two sergeants, 
amM&ty-fanr rank and file ; abont,one hun- 
dred*pieaec of cannon, one thirteen-iucb mor- 
tar, aud a number of swivels. Tbif+ surprise 
was carried inteexecution in.tbe gray of the: 
maning dthe.tenth day of Map, 1776. The, 
swn’seemed to rise that morning with a supe- 
riot lustre ; curd -Ticonderaga and its&per&~; 
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e&es smiled on its conquerors, who.wd ’ 
round the &wing bowl, and wished auqcess 
to Congress, and the liberty and freedom of 
America Happy it was for me, at that time, 
that the then future pagesof thehook of fate, 
wbioh afterwards unfolded a’ mi@ral$e scene. 
of two years and eight months’ imp&omnent, , 
was hid from my view. But to return tqsln&’ 
na#ation. Cob 
crossed the Jake, 
morning, whom 
titnej with about one 
possession; of Crown 
riaoned a&a ,aevgeant and > twelve men ; 
which he took>-& ~&JJWI&I ,du~, IM G 
also upwards of one humdmd !pimw ~&mm~ 
non. But ,one thing DOW ,remnined to he : 
done, to make ourselves complete masters of’ 

. Lake Champlain. This was to possess our- 
selves of a sloop ef war, which was theB lay-b 
ing at St. Johns; to effent whi& & &M * 
agreed in a council of war, m.armaad,man 
out a certain, schooner, whj& lay at ScWh 
Bay, nod that Captain (now Geoeral) Arnold 
should~aommand her, and that I shoul,d,c.em-; 
mand tbebatteaux. 1 

The necessary preparations beiog made,! 
we set sail, from Tic&deroga in quest of tb: 
sloop,, wbioh :+vae- much larger, and’ cmied 
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I-MM gune and BeavieF metal than fhb schoan- 
ep. @wneral- Arnold, with the schooner, saiL 
iRg fiester than the batteaux, arrived at Bt. 
J&H J and by surprise possessed him&f of 
the hbap, before I could arrive with the hat- 
tm. He ako made prisoriers, of a sergeant 
a&i twelve mm, d~.u&e ga;r%oned at that 
p&Me. ’ :, 

0 J[B i# w&hpof rwrk,, that as soon a& G&b. 
&u~k! bad seou+ the prlfjeners, on board, 
and bad made.,g&a&ian fzI~ &liq, the, 
w&j, *hioh1 BuPa~~ th&& be&e was fre& 

f; I 

- 
in4&e’&X&%iij &M s&ved to carry us TV 
SK ~&htPs’, x&w: &fted\ and came fresh from ’ 
the n&th ; and in one about dne hour’s time, 
General Arnold sailed with the prbe j and 
s,&oner lk& Tkondarop Wheii’,3[ met 
hntlM+& my pwty, within &¶b~ miles of St. 
.I&$$ ,hq saI@F &. with & discharge of 
ca~~~,~fhen I &turned with a volley ofr 
small arms. , This being repeated three times, 

, I went on board the sloop with. my party, 
where several loyal Congress healths were 
dhk.’ We were now mastelrs of lake Chain-, 
pltdiin; at4 the garrisons depend& -there&n. 

This success I viewed of: dousequen’ce in 
the, *ale ‘d’kmerican politics ; for if a settle- 
ment between the then colonies and Great 
Britain, hedb soon taken place, it would have 

.c 
i 
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been easy to have restored these acquisitians; 
,+t,viewing,the then future consequercces of a 
cruel war, as it has really proved to be, and 

’ the command of that lake, garrisons, artillery, 
&c., must be viewed, to be of signal import- 
ance to tbe American cause, and it ie marvel- 
1~1s to me that we ever lost the‘co,~rnand of 
it. Nothing but the taking of a Burgoyne, 
with a whole Ejrithh W&Y, $o&i,; in my 
opinion,, atone for it ; rtod, notrv&@tiing 
tiuch an extraordinary victory, iva ,rnq& .&I 
obliged to ,regain the command of : that lake 
again, hs the cost what it will. By doing 
this, C~&,wr#,l~& .& ko~& into union 
and, ponfedep~~,.fv?iSk~ $sJiitit& &#w,-_%f , 
America. f&b wqiecqn_t:& m&W&f 
the power of the w~tesn..t&+s uf,En$ans ,$43 
carry on a war with us, and be a solid, and 
durable bar pgajnst BD~ further inhuman bar- 
barities oommittgd oo .our frontier inh&it?nt$, 
by crud and bl,o&tl&sty savagea ;. tkr $.$s 
impo&ible for them to CRONY CSII;U pgt.pToept 
they @e supported ‘by .the t&e Md pwn!er& 
of some Gvibiipd , natjm ; which fo them 

,aould be,impracticable, did Canada cQmpa$e 
a’part of t&.&neriea~ etnpjre. 

&rly in, the fail of.tk year, the little army, 
.UqcjeF &e c:rnq~~+~I of the GeneraIS Sc&ylar 
and. M~~tg~mery~ were ordered to adew@ 

I. 
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1 ipm Canada. I was at Ticonderoga when 
‘this order arrived ; and the Gen., with moat 
of the field officers, requested me to attend 
them in the expedition ; and though at that 
time I had no commission from Congress, 

. I yet they engaged me, that 1, should be cOn- 
sidered as an officep the same + though I 
had a commissiop ; and should, as occasion 
might requiie, command certain detachments 
of the army. This I considered’ as an hon- & 
orable offe.r, and did nqt hesit* ta comply 
with it, and adranoed with the army to &e 
bje,Auix Noi%; from whence I was ordered 
by the General to go in company with Major 
Brown, and certain interpreters, through the 
woods into Canada, with letters to the (&na- 
dians, and to let them- know that the design 

,.d the’ ‘army WV o$y tgijos~ the English 
~gttwisonuj ,anh& &e oouotry, their liberties, 
or religion. 1 kod having, through much dan- 
ger, negotiated this business, I fetur!ed to, 
tbe isle Auix Noix the fore part of Septem- 
ber, when Gen. Scbuyler returned, to Alban?; 
and, in ‘consequente .the command devolved 
upon Geo. Montgomery, wbom’1 assisted i4 
laying a line of kircumv,allaiion round the fork 
tress St. John%. After which I waa.ordkred 
by.&? .Geqeral to make a second tour into 
Can&a, upon nearly tbe same, design as be 
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fore; and withal to observe the dispositl’bn, 
designs and movements of the inhabitants of 
the country. 

This reconnoitre I underto& with reluc- 
tance, choosing rather to assist at the siege of 
St. John’s, which was then closely invested ; 
but my esteem for the General’s person, and 
opinion of him as a politician and brave officer, 
induced me to proceed. 

I passed through all the parishes on the’ 
river Sorrel, to a parish at the mouth ef the ” 
same, which is called by the same name, 
preaching 

r; 
olitics; and went from thence 

across ‘the cure1 1 to the river St. Lawrence, 
and u’p the river t+otigh tbqmhltecl ~CCI .L~;c: 
gale, and so far met with,@& fucce& at&an ” 
itinerant. In this round, my guard’rirere Cana- 
dians, my interpreter and some few attendants 
excepted. On the morning of the 24th day 
of September, I set out with my guard of 
about. eighty men, from Longale, to .go $0 
Lapraier ; from thence I determined to go to 
Gen. Montgomery’s camp ; but had not ad- * 
vanced two miles before I met. with Major 
Brown, who has since’ been advanced CO the . 
rank of azColonel, who desired me to halt, 
saying that’ he had spuiething of importance ta’ : 
communicate to me.and my con 
which I halted the party,,and 

3 
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ho&, and took a private room with him and , 
several of I$ associates, where Col. &own 
proposed, tha& Cc Provided I would return TV , . 
Longale, and procure sotie canoes, so as to 
cros9. the river St. LawreBce, a little north 
OF Montreal, he would cross it a little to ths 
south of the town, with ‘near two’ hundred 
m&, as he had boats sufficient ; and #+a~ we 
would make ourselves masters of Montreal.” 

This plan was readily approved by me and 
those in ‘Coun’cif ; and in conse+~enoe ‘.ef 
which I retwaed to &o@&, collected a fern 
can- at& add&d about thirty English Amer- 
icad t6 m.y party, and crossed. the #river in the 
night of the 2&h, agreeable to the before pro- 
posed plan. My whole party, at ‘this timcc; 
cotisisted of ‘about one hundred aed ten men; 
near ,&ghty of+ whom vvrffe’ Ganadianq. W,e 
w&e tg most o@the’aight crossing the biver, 
as we had so fet can&s that they had tq pass 
and re-pass three times, to carry mj party 
across. Soon after day break, I set a guard 
between me’ and the town, with special orders 
to,,Iet, i~o person whatever pass or re-pass 
them, dnd anot,her*guard on the orher end of 
the rbd, w’ith like directions ; in the me&n 
iime; Vyaccrtnoitred the bqst ground toi make 
a&fea&+ expectinfj+Coi. Brown’s panty wlere 
~ding:t&the other sidsof the town; he hatri- 
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ing the day before agreed to give three rbuz- 
zas with his ,men early in the nlorning, which . 
Signal I was, to return, that ws might each 
know that, both parties were landed ; but the 
sun by this time being near two hours high, ’ 
and the sign failing, I began to ~canclude mp- 
self to be in (b premunire,, and would -have 
crossed the.river hack again, but I knew the , 
enemy would have discovered such an at- 
tempt ; and as the reconld not more thad one, 
third part of my troops cross at one time, the 
other two-thirds would of course fall into 
their hands. This I could not reconciie t6 
my own ftAinga ,as, a man, much less as ari 
o&cer ; I diozefez+:xA&xhvd.i t&:rni&ain . 
the ground,.if possiblk,, Pd~,nKtb-.h G& * 
In oonsequence of this resolution, I tlesp&ched~ 
two messenger& one to Lapraire to Colonel 
Brown, and the other to Lasumption, aFrench 
settlement, to Mr. Walker, who was in snr 
interest, reqaesting t,heic speedy &istanbei 
giving them at the same time to understand 
my critical situation. . In the.meh time, sun- 
dry persons came to my guards, pretending ’ 
to ,be friends, but were by them taken prison- . 
ers and brought to me- These I ordered to 
confinement, .tiJl their friendship 
ther confirmed; for I was jealous 
spies, as they proved to he afterwa 

. 
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of the principal of them making his escape, 
exposed, the ?veakness of my party, which 
was the final cause of my m&fortune ; for I 
have been since informed that Mr. Walker, 
.agti’bable to my desire, exerted himself, and 
had raised a considerable number of men for 
my assistance, which brought. him into diffi- 
culty afterwards : but upon hearing of my 
misfortune, disbanded them again. 

The town of Montreal was in a great tu- 
mult. Gen. Carlton and the royal party made 
every preparation to go on board their vessels 
of forcqas I was afterwards informed, but 
(the spy escaping from my guard to the town, 
‘occasioned an alteration in their policy, and 
emboldened Gen. Carlton to send the force, 
which he had there collected, out against me. 
,I had previously chosen my gtound, but when 
I ,saw~the :nulhber of the enemy, as they sal- 
,lied out of the town, I pe!ceived it would be 
a day of trouble, if not of rebuke ; but I had 
no chance to flee, as Montreal was situated 
on an island, and the river St. Lawrence cut 
ofFmy communication to Gen’. Montgomery’s 
camp.’ I encouraged my soldiery to bravely 
defend themselves, that we should soon have 
help, land’ that we should be able to keep 
the sground, if no more. This, and much 
more I‘ atErmed with the greatest seeming 

a 
b 

1 

’ 1 
1 
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assurance, and. wbiah in reality 
be in some degree probable. 

, 

29 

k thought to 
. 

The enemy~con&ted.of not,more than forty 
regular troops, together with a mixed multt- 
tude, chiefly Canadians, with a number of 
English who lived in the town, and s#ne In- 
dians ; inall to the number of near five hun- 
dred. 

The reader will notice that most of my 
party were Canadians ; indeed it was a mot-. 
ley parcel of soldiery which composed both 

’ parties. However, the enemy began the at- 
tack from wood piles, ditches, buildings, and 
such_Iike placer, at a considerable distance, 

_ and I returned.,tha&~ from +a .&tuati.cho.~e, 
than equally advantageous. TL attack&gm 
between two and -three of the cloak in the 
afternoon, just before which I 0rdere.d a vol- 
unteer, by the name. of Richard Young, with 
a detachment of nine men as a flank guard, 
which, under the Cover of the bank .of&e 
river, could not only annoy the enemy, but at 
the same time, serve as a Bank guard to the 
left of the main body. 

The fire continued for some!:ime on both. 
sides ; and I was confident that such a remote 
method of attack could not carry the ground, 
provided it should be continued until night. 
but near half the body of the enemy bega tp 
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flank round to my right ; upon which 1 or- 
dered a volunteer, b the, name of John Du- 
gan, wbo lived ma % years in Canada, and 
understood the French language, to detach 
about fifty ti the Canadians, and post himself 
at an advantageous ditch, which was on my 
right, to prevent ,my Boeing surrounded. 

He advanced with the detachment, but in- 
stead of occupying the post, made his escape, 
as did likewise Mr. Young upon the left, 
with their detachments. 1 soou perceived that 
the enemy was in possession of the ground 
which Dugan should have occupied. At this 
time I had _ but about fortyfive men with me ; 
some of whom were wounded. 

The enemy kept clpsing round me, nor 
was it in my power to prevent it, by which 
meaw my situation, wbjdh was advantageovs 
in rhe fir&part of the @tack, ceased to be so 
in the last ; .and being almost entirely sur- 

*rounded with such vast, unequal numbers; I 
ordered a retreat, but found that those of the 
enemy, who ‘were oj’ the, country, and their 
Indirins, c.opld run as fast as mymen, though 
the regulars could not. 

Tbua ,I_ retreated near a mile, and some of 
the mmj, with the savages, kept flanking 
me, ,and.otbers crowded hard in thk rear. In 
&a I expfWed in a very short time to try:tbe 
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world of spirits, for I was apprehensive .that 
no quarter would be given to me, and tbere- 
fore had. determined to 611 my my life as dear 
as I could. 

One of the enemy’s officers b6ldly pressing 
in the rear, discharged his fusee at me; the 
ball whistled near me, as did many others that 
day. I returned the salute, and. missed him, 
as running had put us both out of breath ; for 
1 con&de we were not frighted I then sa- 
luted him with my. tongue in a harsh manner, 
and told him that inasmuch as his numbers 
were so far superior to mine, I would surren- 
der, provided I could be treated with honor, 

,and be assured++o&qu &F myself aed 
the men who,were wi,rhme E_ aad ;he+nawared 
I shbuld ; another officer coming up directly 
after, confirmed the treaty ; upon w&h I 
agreed to surrender with my party, which then 
consisted of thirty-one effective men, and 
seven wounded. I ordered them co gMwad 
their arms, which they did. 

The officer I capitulated, Cith, theh di- 
rected me and my party to advance towards 
him, which was done. ? handed him my 
sword,‘and in half a minute after, a savage, 

, part of whose bead was shaved, being almost 
,naked and painted, with feathers ,intermixect 
with the hair of the other side of his head, 

L 
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came running to me with an incredible swift- 
ness ; he seemed to advance with more than 
mortal speed ; as h@p’proached near me, his 
hellish visage was beyond all description ; 
snake eyes a’ppear innocent in comparison of 
hs ; his features extorted ; malice, death, 
murder, and tb.wrath .of devils anddamned 
spirits are the emblems of his countenance ; 
and in less than twelve feet of me, presented 
his firelock. 

At the instant of his present. I twitched 
the officer to whom i gave my sword betweeu 
me and the savage ; but he flew round with 
great fury, trying to single me out to shoot 
me without killing the .officer ; but by this 
time I was near as nimble as he,, keeping the 
oGcer in such a pos,ition that his, cbger was 
my *fenoe. i 

But in ,less than half a minute, I was at* 
tacked by just such another imp ,of hell. 
Then I made the officer fly round with incred- 
ible velocity for a few seconds of time, when 
I peroeived a Canadian (who had lest one eye, 
as appeared aiierwards) taking my part against 
the savages ; and in an instant an Irishman 
came to my assistance with a fixed bayonet, 
and drove away the fiends, swearing by Jasus 
he would kill them. Tbis tragic scene com- 
posed w mind. The escaping from so aw- 
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ful a death made even imprisonment happy ; 
the more so as my conquerors on the field 
treated me wirh great cirility and politeness. 

The regular officers said that they were 
v&y happy to see Cal. Allen. I answered 
thep, that I should rather choose to have seen 
them at Gen.. Montgomery’s camp. The 
gentlemen replied that they gave full credit 
to what I said, and as I walked to the town, 
which was, as I should guess, more than,.two 
miles, a British officer walked at my right 
hand, and one of the French noblesse at my 
left ; the latter of which, in the action, had 
his eyebrow uerriedaway by a glancing shot, ’ 
but was nevertbel~;~ mepry& iaeetio~+ 
and no abuse was o&red ame-till I-Q&W’@ I 
the barrapk yard at Montreal, where I met 
Gen., Prescott, who asked me mjl name, 
which I told him. 

He then asked me, whether I w.as that (t-01. 
Allen who took Ticonderoga, I told .bim 
I was the very man.* ,Then he shook his 
cane over my head, calling mang hard names, 
among which he frequently used the word 
Rebel, aad put himself into a great rage. I 
told him he would do well not to cane me, 
for I was not accustom& to it, and shook my 
fist at him, telligg him that that was the beetb 
of mortality for him, if he offered to strike ; 
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upon oPhich Capt. M’CIoud of the British, 
pulled him by thg skirt, and whispered to him 

, (as be afterwards told me) to this import ; 
that it was irmonsistent with his honor to strike 
a prisoaer. He then ordered a serjeaht’s 
command eith fixed bayone& to kome for- 
ward and kill thirta#fi Catnttlians9 which were 
Muded in the treaty afotesaid. : 

ft cut he to the heart to see the Canadians 
in su hard ‘a case, in consequence of their 
having been true to me ; tbqy W&G Wringing 
their hands, saying the& prayers, as I ,&A- 
Mded,’ &‘nd Uxpectti immediate dertth. ]t 

’ * &&fore stkpped between the executioned 
’ and the Canadians, opened my clothes, and 

told Gen. Prescott to thrust his bayone+ into 
ilajt breast, for I W&I the sole ~caut# of the 
C&i&S taking uparm*, 

The uard in the ,mean tiM&j rolling @heir 
A /, eye ba 1s from the Genera) to me, as though B 
. .’ impatient, waiting his dread com%nands to 

sheath their bayonets ia’my heart. I could 
howev+ek, plainly disbern th& he was in a 
suspen& and quank?h+ry about the mattdc 
This gateme addkional hopes of succeeding ; 
for my des?gn was not, tol~d)ei hot save the 
Canadians by a finesse. ‘The General stood 1 
~minute, when h@ made me the foollawi&g re- 

PlY : ‘*I wi& WC emcute you now ;. kt +jM 
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battles, and an eminent merchant, Patterson, 
of Montreal, and some others, but I never 
k&&heir whole loss, as their accounts w’ere 
different. I am apprehensive tha,t it is rare, 
that so much ammunition was expended and 
so little execution done by it ;, though such of 
my party as stood the ground behaved with 
great fortitude, much exceeding that of the 
enemy, but were not the best of marksmen, 
and I am apprehensive were all. killed or taken; 
the wounded were all put into the hospital at 
Montreal, and those that were not, were’ put 
on board of, different vessels in the river, and 
shackled together by pairs, viz., two men 
fastened together by one handcuff, being 
closely fixed to one wrist of each of them, 
aud. treated with the greatest severity, nay, as 
cl+mnals. , J* 

I now’come to the description of the irons, 
which were put on me. The handcuff was’ 
of a common size, and form, but my leg irons, 
I should imagine, would weigh thirty pounds ; 
the bar was eight feet long, and very substan- 
tial ; the shackles which encompassed my 
ancles, were very tight. I was told by the 
officer who put them on; that it was the king’s 
plate, and I heard other ‘of their .of%cers say, 
that it would weigh forty weight. The irons 
were so cIose upon my ancles, that I could 

. 
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dot lie down in aoy other manner than on my 
bacl$. I was put into the lowest and,‘most 
wretched part of the vessel, where I got the 
favor of a chest to sit on ; the same answered 
for my bed at night, and having procured some 
little blocks of the guard, who, day and night, 
with fixed bayonets, watched over me, to lay 
udder each end of the large bar of !ny leg 
irons, to pres&Ge mp ancles ,fro$ ,g$lin& 
while I set on the chest, or lay back .$ ‘the 
same, though most of the time, night and day, 
I set on it ; but at length having a debire to 
lay down on mj +fe, which the closeness of 
the irbns’f~rbid~l,tfCsIred.?b~ C$p!ain to l~osee 
tbeti fo’r thai: gtir$%, but ‘i$G ,dek&j~“&ij 
favor. The Captain’s flairit? mati Rc$al;’ tiled 
did titit seem to. be an ill-aa,@red &an ; but 
oftentimes said, that his express orders were 
to treat me with ‘such severi‘ty, which was 
disagteeable to his own , feelings ; nor 4(X?? 
evet insult me, though many others: \flio came 
on bard, did. One of the p’Eceti, Ef the 
nattie ci% Bradley, was very generous to me ; 
he woulti often sehd me victuals from his ‘dw’n 
table ; n6ti did a day fail, but that he sent me 
a good drink of grog. 

The read& is now invited back to’the tirqe 
I W;IS put inro ikons. I requested the prick+ 
lege ‘0 &be to &‘neral Prescott, whic’h,was 

4 
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granted. I reminded him of the kind and 
generous manner of my treatment to the pris- 
oners I took at ‘I’iconderoga ; the injustice 
and ungentleman-like usage, which I had lnet 
with from him, and demanded gentleman-like 
usage, but received no anAver from him. I I 
soon after wrote to General Carlto,n, which ’ 
met the same suocess. In the meanwhile 
many of those who were permitted to see me 
were very insulting. 

I was confined in the manner ,I have rela- 
ted, on board the Gaspee schooner, about six 
weeks ; during which time ‘I was obliged to 
throw out, plenty of extravagant language which 
answered certain purposes, at that time, 
better than to grace a history. 

To give an instance, upon being insulted, in 
a,fit of anger I twisted off a nAi1 wiih my teeth, 
which I took to be a ten-penny nail; it went 
through the mortise of the bar of my handcuff, 
and at the same time I swaggered over those 
who abused me ; particularly a Doctor Date, 
who told me that 1 was outlawed by- New 
York, and deserved death for ]severel years 
past ; was at last fully ripen&for the halter, 
and in a fair way to obtain it. 

When I challenged him, he excu’sed bim- 
self in consequence, as he said, of my being 
a criminal. But I flung such a Aood of lan- 
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page at him that it shocked. him and the spec- 
tators, for my anger was very great. I heard 
one say, damn him, can be eat iron ? After 
that a small padlock was fixed to the handcuff 
instead, of the nail ; and as they were mean- 
spirited in their treatment to me, so it appeared 
to me, that they were equally timorous and 
cowardly. 

I was sent with the prisdners taken with 
me to an arm,ed vessel in the river, which lay 
off against Quebec, under the command of 
Capt. M’Cloud of the British, who treated 
me in a very geqerous and obliging manner, 
and according to my rank ; in about twenty- 
four hours I bid him farewell with regret ; 
but my good fortune’ still continued. The 
name of the Captain of the vessel I was put 
on hoard, was Littlejohn ; who, with his 
officers, ))ehaved, in a polite, generous, and 
friendly manner. I lived with them in the 
cabin, and fared on the best; my irons being 
taken off, contrary to the order he had received 
from the commanding officer ; but Capt. 
Littlejohn swore that a brave man should not’ 
be used as a rascal on board his ship. 

Thus I found myself in possession of hap- 
piness once more, and the evils I had lately’ 
suffered gave me au uncommon relish for 
it. . 

. 
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Captain Littlejohn used to go to Quebec 
every day, in order to pay his respects to cer- 
tain gentlemeu and ladies ; being there on a 
certain day, he happened to meet with some 
disagreeable treatment, as he imagined, from 
a Lieutenant of a man of war, and one word 
brought on another, until the Lieutenant chal- 
lenged him to a duel on the plains of &bra- 
ham.- Capt. Littlejohn was a gentleman who 
Entertained a high sense of honor, and could 
,do no less than accept the challenge. 

F 

,At nine o’clock t$re ,n9pxt morning they.w,ere 
,p ,t~ fig& ‘,Tbe Captam returned in the even; 

: and’ acquainted his Lieutenant and me 
i 2% the affair His Lieutenant was a high- 

e t 
* blooded Scotchman as well as himself, who 

replied to his Captain that he should not want 
for a aecnnd. With this I interrupted him, 
and gave. the .Captaip to understand, that since 
an opportunity had presented, I would be 
glad to testify my gratitude to him,. by acting 
the part of a faithful second,on which he gave 
me his hand, and said that he wanted no better 
man. 

Says he, I am a king’s officer, and you a 
prisoner under my care ; you must therefore 
go with me to the place appointed in disguise, 
and added further, CL You rnust engage to me, 
upon the honor of a gentleman, that whether 
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I die or live, or whatever happens (jx-ovided 
you live) that you will return to my Lieuten- 
ant on board this ship.” 

All this I solemnly engaged him. ‘The 
combatants were to discharge each a pocket 
pistol, *,d then to fall on with their iroe- 
hilted mdckle whangers ; and one of that sort 
was allotted for me ; but some British&cers 
who interposed in the morning, settled the 
controversy without fighting. 

Now having enjoyed eight or nine &is2 
happiness, from the polite and generous treat- 
ment of Capt. Littlejohn and his officers; i 
was obliged to bid them farewell, parting with 
them in as’friendly a banner as we ,bad Ii&d 

, 

,,* together, which, to the best of my memo@: 
was the eleventh of November. When a de- ’ 
tachment of General Arnold’s little army ap- 
peared on Point Levy, opposite Quebec, who 
had performed an extraordinary march through 
a wild8rness country, with design to have 
sbrprised the capital of Canadti, I was then 

. taken on board a vessel called the Adamant, 
together with the prisoners taken with me, 

: 

and put under tbe power of an English mer- 
chant from London, whose name. was Brook 
Watson ; a nl’an of malicious and cruel dispo- 
sition, and who was probably excited in the. 
exercise of- his malevoleqce by a junto of 

4” 
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tories, who sailed with him to England ; 
among whom were Colonel Guy Johnson; 
Colonel CJoss, and their attendants and asso- 
ciates; to the number of about thirty. 

<AlI the ship’s crew,‘Colonel Closs, in his 
personal behavior excepted, behavedA1iowards 
the prisoners with that spirit of btterness, 
which is.the peculiar characteristic of tories, 
whep they have the friends of America in their 
power, measuring their loyalty to the English 
King by the barbarity, fraud, and deceit which 
they exercise towards the whigs. 

A small place in the resskl, enclosed wjth 
white oak plank. was assigned for the nrison- 

’ ers, and for mk among ;he rest. 
li., I ‘should 

imagine that it was not more than twenty feet 
one-way, and twentytwo the other. lnio this 
place pe were all, to the number of- thirty- 
four, thrust and handcuffed, two prisoners 
more being added to our number, a+nd were 
pxovi,ded with two excrement tubs. ,In this 
circumference we were obliged to eat and - 
perform the office of evacuation, during the 
vayage to England ;, and were insulted by ev- 
ery blackguard sailor and tory on board, in 
the cruellest manner ; but what is the most 
surprising is, that not one of us died in the 
passage. 
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When I was first ordered to go into the 
filthy enclosure, through a small sort of door, 
Lpositively refused, and endeavored to reason, . 
the before-named Brook Watson out of a con- 
d,uct so derogatory to ‘every sentiment of 
honor and humanity, but all tQ no purpose, 
my men being forced in the den already ; and 
the rascal who had tbe charge of the prisoners, 
commanded me to go immediately in among 
the rest. 

He further added, that the place was good 
enough for a rebel ; that it was impertinent 
for a capital offender to talk of honor or hu- 
manity--thaf any thing short pf a halter was 
too good for me--gnd th4, that would be my _* 
portion soon after I landed in ,EngiandAfor 
which purpose only Z was sent thither. 

About the same time a Lieutenant among 
the tories insulted me in a grievous manner, 
saying tbat I ought to have been executed for 
my rebellion, against New York, and spit in 
my face ; upon which, though I was hand- 
cuffed, I sprang at him with both hands, and 
knocked him partly down, but he scrambled 
along into the cabin, and I after him-there 

’ he got under the prot’ection of some men with 
fixed bayonets, who were’ ordered to make 
ready ‘to drive me into the place before men? 
tioned. 
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I challenged him to fight, notwithstanding 
the impediments that were on my hands, and 
had the exalted pleasure to see the rascal trem- 
ble for fear. His name I have forgotten, but 
Watson ordered his guard to get me into the 
place with the #other prisoners, dead or alive ; 
and I had almost as leave die as do it, stand- 
ing it out till they environed me iound with 
bayonets-and brutish, prejudiced, abandoned 
wretches they were, from whom I could ex- 
pect nothing but death or wounds. 

However, I told them that they were good 
honest fellows-that I cottld not blame them 
-that I was only in, dispute with a calico 
merchant, who knew not how to behave to-’ 
wards a gentleman of the military establish- 
ment. This was ,spoke rather to appease 
them for my own preservation, as well as to 
treat Watson with contempt ; but still I found 8 
that they were determined to force me into 
the wretched circumstances, which their pre- 
judiced, and depraved minds had prepared for 
me. Therefore rather than die, I submitted 
to their indignities, being drove with bayonets 
into the filthy dungeon, with the other prison- 
ers, where ,we’were denied fresh water, except 
a small allowance which was very inadequate 
to our wants-and in consequence of the 
stench of the place, each of us was soon fol- 
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lowed with a diarrhea ,and fever, which dc- 
casioned an intolerable thirst. When we 
asked for water, we wer& most ~commonly, in- 
stead of ohtaining it, insulted end derided- 1 
and to add to all the horrors of the place, it 
w?s, SQ dqrk that we could not see e,ach other, 
asd were overspread with body lice. We 
bad, notwithstanding these severities, full al- 
lowance of salt provisions, and a gill of’ rum 
per. day--the latter of which was of the utmost 
service t0 us, and probably was the veans o$ ‘I 
Saving several of our lives, 

About forty days we existed in this man- 
ner, when the.,land’s end of England was dis- 
cqverql fr& 4~. ,qast beqd-soon after, 
which the pnsgfiers ivem q&n frop, tb$$ 
gloomy abode, being permitted to see the 
light of the sun, and breath fresh air, which 
40 ,us was very refreshing. The day follow- 
ing; we landed at Falmouth. 

A few days before & was taken prisoner, J 
shifted my clothes, by which I happened to 
be taken in a Canadian dress, viz., a short 
fawn skin jacket, double breasted, an under- 
vest and breeches of fagathy, worsted stock- 
ings, a decent pair of shoes, two plain shirts, 
and a red worsted cap. This was all the 
clothing I had, in which I made my appear- 
ance in E;ngland. 
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i When the prisoners were landed, multitudes 
1 of the citizens of Falmoutb, excited by curi- 

osity, crowded together to see us, which was 
equally gratifying to us. I saw numbers of 
people on the top of houses, and the rising 

I 
I adjacent grounds were covered with them of 

1 

both sexes. The throng was so great that 
the king’s officers were obliged to draw their 
swords, and force a passage to Pendennis 
castle, which was near a mile from the town 
where we were closely con&red, in conse- 

t quence of orders from Gen. Carlton, who 

1 
then commanded in Canada. 

The rascally Brook Watsop then set out 
for London in great haste, expecting the re- 
ward of his zeal ; but the ministry received 
him, as I have been since informed, rather s 
cool[y-for’ the minority in parliament toook 
advantage, arguing that the opposition of 
America to, Great Britain, was not a rebellion. 

. If it is, (say they) (why do you not execute 
Col. Allen according to law ? But the ma- 
jority argued that I ought to be executed, and 
that the opposition was really a rebellion- 
but that policy obliged them not to do it, 
inasmuch as the Congress had then most pris- 
oners in their power-so that my being sent 
to England for the purpose of being executed, 
and necessity restraining them, was rather a 
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foil on their laws and authority, and they con- 
sequently disapproved of m.y being sent thither. 
But I never had heard the least hint of those 
debates in parliament, or of the working of 
their policy, until some time after I left Eng- 
land. 

Consequently the reader will readily con- 
ceive I was anxious about my preservation, 
knowing that I was in the power of a haughty. 
and cruel nation, considered as such. There- 
fore the first proposition which I determined 
in my own mind was, that hutnanity and moral 
suasion would not be consulted in the deter- 
mining of my, fate. And those that daily 
came in great numbers, out of curiosity to see 
me,. both gentle and simple united in this, 
that I would be hanged. A gentleman from 
America, by the name of Temple, and who 
was friendly to me, just whispered me in the 
ear, and told me that bets were laid in Lon- 
don, that I would be executed-he likewise 
privately gave me a guinea, but durst say but 
little to me. 

However, agreeable to my first negative 
proposition, that moral virtue would not influ- 
ence my destiny, I had recourse to stratagem, 
which I was in hopes would move in the cir- 
cle of their policy. I requested of the com- 
mander of the castle the privilege of writing 
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to Congrir~s; wh6;‘q?&ts ecmf~lting whh ah 
&ker that lived in&h, of a supicrt mik, 
‘pei+&Wd me to write. I wrote, jn the fo:ot”a 
prt*of the letter, a short narrative of my ilk- 
f%%ttment-but withal let them ktia%, KhM 
though I was treated as a criminal in Enghtid, 
wd hot&tied \in ircin~, ~@eettler~ ‘Wth those 
&en with ‘We, y&t it kas in cod~.&$tMFOY 
the ordePs which the ‘commander of ‘the&s& 
received from Gen. Carltar+and therefore 
&sired Congress to d&M’~YM& ‘MtttYrs b&’ 
%Miati~~ u~lt* rh$+ LhtMd ’ litio~~fl%5 ‘t-&&h 
&d& g&~nW&%t .Eu&atM; r&-Jpec’tidg,th& 
trbtttn%ut towards me, and the,prisonek w&h 
he, and govern themselves accordin$y, Ppith 

, j .* 

is,, according to tiy pre*ent iW&ectibn, fh8 
Ustance of the letter subs&Bed Y% the YC 
lust&m Continental Congress. TIP& let& 
‘%p%s %+rkxe kith a view that it’shouid be jent 
t6 the ,Witiistrp at London, rat%& than to @&IF 
@ss~‘titb~a desiga td !&m&te the l&&httr 
English gov&lrrhledt, and Seri?en:my I%& fiti 
the h&W. s’,- 
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The next day the officer, from whom I 
obtained license to write, came to see me, 
and frowned on me on account of the impu- 
dence of the letter, as he phrased it, and fur- 
ther added, CC Do you think that we are fools 
in England, and would send your letter to 
Congress, with instructions to retaliate on our 
ro;Tleople. I have sent your letter to Lord 

. 7, 

Th;s gave me inward satisfaction, though I 
carefully concealed it with a pretended re- 
sentment, for I found I had come Yankee 
over him, and that the letter had gone to .the 
identical person I designed it for, though I 
have not heard any thing of the letter since. 

iMy personal treatment by Lieut. Hamilton, 
who commanded the castle, was very gener- 
ous. He sent me every day a fine breakfast 
and dinner from his own table, and a bottle of 
good wine. Another aged gentleman, whose 
name I cannot recollect, sent me a good sup- 
per. But there was no distinction in public, 
support betweeq me and the privates-we all 
lodged on a sort of Dutch bunks, in one com- 
mon apartment, and were allowed straw. 
Th e privates were well supplied with fresh 

. provision, and with me took effectual mea- 
sures to rid ourselves of lice. 

5 
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I could not but feel, inwardly, extremely 
anxious for my fate. This I however con- 
cealed from the prisoners, as well as from the 
enemy, who were perpetually shaking the 
halter at me. I nevertheless treated them 
with scorn and contempt ; a’nd haviug sent 
my letter to the ministry, could donceive of 
nothing more in my power but to keep up my 
spirits, behave in a daring, soldier-like man- 
ner, that I might exhibit a good sample of 
American fortitude. Such a conduct 1 judged 
would have a more probable tendency to my 
preservation than concession and timidity. 

This, therefore, was my deportment, and I 
had lastly determined, in my own mind, that 
if a cruel death must inevitably be mp portion, 
I would face it undaunled, and though 1 greatly 
rejoice that I hare returned to my country 
and friends, and to see tb’e power and pride 
of Great Britain humbled-yet I am confident 
I could then die without the least appearance 
of dismay. 

I now clearly recollect tbat my mind was 
so resolved, that I would not have trembled 
or shown the least fear, as I was sensible it 
could not alter my fate, nor do more than re- 
proach my memory, make my last act despi- 
cable to my enemies, and eclipse the otber 
actions of my life. For I reasoned thus, that 
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nothing was more common than for men to 
die, with their friends round them, weeping 
and lamenting over them, but not able to help 
them, which was in reality not different in the 
consequence of it from such a death as I was 
apprehensive of. And as death was the natural 
consequence of animal life, to which the laws ' 

of nature subj&t mankind, to be timorous and 
uneasy as to the event or manner of it, was 
inconsistent with the character of a philoso- 
pher or soldier. The cause I was engaged 
in I ever viewed worthy hazarding my life 
for, nor was I, at the most critical moments 
of trouble, sorry that I engaged in it-and as 
to the world of spirits, though I knew nothing 
of the mode or manner of it, expected .never- 
theless, when I should arrive at such a world, 
that I should be as well treated as other gen- 
tlemen of my merit. 

Among the great numbers of people who 
came to the castle to see the prisoners, some 
gentlemen told me that they had come fifty 
miles on purpose to see me, and desired to 
ask me a number of questions, and to make 
free with me in conversation. I gave for 
answer, that I chose freedom in every sense 
of the word. Then one of them asked me 
what my occupation in life had been ? I an- 
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swered him, that in my younger days I had 
studied divinity, but was a conjuror by pro- 
fession. He replied that I conjured wrong 
at the time I was taken ; and I was obliged to 
own, that I mistook a figure at that time, but 
that I had conjured them out of Ticonderoga. 
This was a place of great notoriety in Eng- 
land, so ‘that the joke seemed-to go in my 
favor. . . 

It was a common thing for me to be taken 
out of close confinement, into a spacious green 
in the castle, or rather parade, where numbers 
of gentlemen and ladies were ready to see and 
hear me. 

I ofteu entertained such audiences with 
c harangues on the impracticability of Great 

Britain’s conquering the then colonies of 
America. At one of these times I asked a 
gentleman for a bowl of punch, and he ordered 
his servant to bring it, which he did, and 
offered it me, but I refused to take it from the 
hand of his servant. He then gave it to me 

Y with his own hand, refusing to drink with me 
in consequence of my being a state criminal. 
However, I took the punchtand drank it all- 
down at one draught, and handed the gentle- 
man the bowl. This made the spectators as 
well as myself merry. 
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I expatiated on American fr,eedom. This 
gained the 

d 
sentment of a young beardless 

gentleman the company, who gave himself 
very great airs, and replied, that he “ knew 
the Americans very well, and was certain that 
thej could not bear the stnell of powder.” 
I replied, that I accepted it as a challenge, 
and was ready to convince him on the spot 
that an American could bear the smell of 
powder-at which he answered that he should 
not put himself on a par with me. I then 
demanded of him ta treat the character of the 
Americans with due respect. He answered 
that I was an Irishman- but I assured him 
that I was a full blooded Ycmkee, and in fine, 
bantered him so much that he left me in pos- 
session of the field, and the laugh went against 
him. Two clergymen came to see me, and 
inasmuch as they behaved with civility, I re- 
turned them the same. We discoursed on 
several parts of moral phiiosophy and christ- 
ianity-and they seemed to be surprised that 
I should be acquainted with such topics, or 
that I should understand a sylbgism or regu-’ 
lar mood of argumentation. I am apprehen- 
sive my Canadian dress contributed not a I;t_ 
tie to the surprise, and excitement of curios- 
ity. To see a gentleman in England, regu- 

.5# 
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larly dressed and <well behaved, would be no 
sight at all-but such a rebel, a they were 
pleased to call me, it is probab l@ $as never 
before seen in England. 

The prisoners were landed at Falmouth a 
few Lays before Christmas, and ordered ‘on 
board of the Solebay frigate, Capt. Symonds, 
the eighth day of January, 1776, when our 
hand irons were taken off. This remove 
was in consequence (as I have since been in- 
formed) of a writ of habeas corpus, which 
had been procured by some gentlemen in En- 
gland, in order to obtain me my liberty. 

The Solebay, with sundry other men of 
war, and, about forty transports, rendezvoused 
at the cove of Cork in Ireland, to take in 
provision and water. 1 

When we were first brought on board, 
Capt. Symonds ordered all the prisoners, and 
most of the hands on board, to go on deck, 
and caused to be read in their hear’ing a cer- 
tain code of laws, or rules for the regulation 
and ordering of their behavior ; and then in a 
sovereign manner, ordered the prisoners, me 
in particular, off the deck, and never to come 

/ 
/ on it again ; for, said he, this is a place for 

gentlemen to walk. So I went off, an officer 
following me, who told me, that he would 
show me the place allotted, for me, and took 
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me down to the cable tier, saying to me, this 
is your place. 

Prior to”?his I had taken cold, by which I 
was in an ill state of health, and did not say 
much to the officer ; but stayed there that 
night, consulted my policy, and found I was 
in an evil case ; that a Captain of a man of 
war was more arbitrary than a King, as he 
could view his territory with a look of his 
eye, and a movement of his finger c,ommand- 
ed obedience ,-I felt myself more desponding 
than I had done at any time before ; for L 
concluded it to be a governmental scheme, to 
do that clandestinely, which policy forbid to be 
done under sanction of public justice and law. 

However, two days after I shaved and 
cleaned myself as well as I could, and went 
on deck. The Captain spoke to me in a great 
rage, and said, “ Did I not order you not to 
come on deck ?” I answered him, that at the 
same time he said, “ That it was the place 
for gentlemen to walk :” That I was Cal. 
Allen, but had not been properly introduced 
to him. He replied, “ G-d damn you, Sir, 
be careful not to walk the same side of the 
deck that I do.?’ This gave me encourage- 
ment, and ever after that I walked in the man- 
ner he had directed, except when he, at cer- 
tain times afterwards, ordered me off in a pas- 

. 
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sion, ; I would then directly afterwards go 
on again, telling him to comman 

% 
his slaves, 

that I was a gentleman, and ha a right to 
walk the deck ; yet when he expressly or- 
dered me off, I obeyed, not out of obedience 
to him, but to set an example to his ship’s 
crew, who ought to obey him. 

To walk to the windward side of the deck, 
is, according to custom, the prerogative of,the * 
Captain of the man of war, though he often- 
times, nay commonly walks with his Lieu- 
tenants, when no strangers are by. . When a 
Captain from some other man of war comes 
on hoard, the Captains tvalk to the windward 
side, and the other gentlemen to the leeward. I 

It was but a few nights I lotlged in the cable 
tire, before I gained an acquaintanr*e with the 
master of arms. Plis name was Gillegan, an 
Irishman, who was a generous and well dis- 
posed man, and in a friendly manner made me 
a proffer of living with him in a little birth, 
which was allotted him between decks, and 
enclosed with canvas ; his preferment on 
board was about equal to that of a serjeant in 
a regiment. I was comparatively happy in 

. the acceptance of his ,clemency, and lived 
with him in friendship, until the frigate an- 
chored in the harbor of Cape Fear, North 

~ Carolina, in America. 
* 
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Nothing of material consequence happened 
until the fleet rendezvoused at the cove .of 
Cork, except a violent storm which brought 
old hardy sailors to their prayers. It was 
soon rumored in Cork that I was on hoard the 
Solebay, tiith a number of prisoners -from 
America-upon which Messrs. Clarke and 
Hays, merchants in company, and a number 
of ‘other benevolently disposed gentlemen, 
contributed largely to the relief and support 
of the prisoners, who were thirtyfour in num- 
ber, and in very needy circumstances. A 
suit of clothes from head to foot, including an 
overcoat, or surtout, and two shirts, were be- 
stowed on each of them. My suit I received 
in superfine broadcloth, sufficient for two . 
jackets, and two pair of breeches, overplus of 
a suit throughout, eight fine Holland shirts and 
socks ready made, with a number of pairs of 
silk and worsted hose, two pair of shoes, two 
beaver hats, one of which was sent me richly 
laced with gold, by Mr. James Bonwell. The 
Irish gentlemen furthermore made a large 
gratuity of wines of the best sort, old spirits, 
Geneva, loaf and brown sugar, coffee, tea and 
chocolate, with a large round of pickled bee& 
and a number of fat turkies, with many other 
articles, fcr my sea stores, too tedious to men- 
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tion here. Te the privates they bestowed to 
each man two pounds of tea, and six pounds 
of sugar. These articles were received on 
board, at a time when the Captain and first 
Lieutenant were gone on shore, by permission 
of the second,Lieutenant, a handsome young 
gentleman, who was then under twenty years 
of age; his name was Douglass, the son of 
Admiral Douglass, as I have been informed. 

As this munificence was so unexpected and 
plentiful, I may add needful, it impressed on 
my mind the highest sense of gratitude towards 
my benefactors ; for I was not only supplied 
with the necessaries and conveniences of life, 
but wiih the grandeur and superfluities of it. 

: Mr. Hays, one of the donators before men- 
tioned, came on board, and behaved in the 
most obliging manner, telling me that he hoped 
my troubles were past, for that the gentlemen 
of Cork determined to make tny sea-stores 
equal to the Captain of the Solebay’s; be 
made a profTer of live stock, and wherewith to 
support them-but I knew this would be de- 
nied. And to crown all, did send to me by 
another person fifty guineas, but I could not 
reconcile the receiving the whole to my own 
feelings, as it might have the appearance of 
avarice ; and therefore received but seven 

*gnineas only ; and am confident not only from 
, 
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I the exercise of the present well-timed gene- 
rosity, hut from a large acquaintance with gen- 
tlemen of this nation, that as a people they 
excel in liberality and bravery. 

Two days after the receipt of the aforesaid 
donations, Captain Symonds came on board, 

’ full of envy towards the prisoners, and swore 
by all that is good, that the damned American 
rebels should not be feasted _at this rate by 
rhe damned rebels of Ireland 1 he therefore 
took away all my liquors b&fore-mentiongd, 
except some of the wine which was secreted, 
and a two gallon jug of old spirits which was 
reserved for .me, per favor of Lieutenant 
Douglass. The taking my liquors was abom- 
inable in his sight ; he therefore spoke in my 
behalf, until the Captain was angry with him. 
And in consequence, proceeded and took 
away all the tea and sugar which had been 
given to the other prisoners, and confiscated 
it to the use of theship’s crew. Our clothing 
was not taken away, but the privates were 
forced to do duty’on board. Soon after this 
there came a boat to the side of the ship, and 
Capt. Symonds asked a gentleman .that was 
in it, in my hearing, what his business was, 
who answered that he was sent to deliver 
some sea-stores to Col. Allen, which, if I re- 
member right, he said were sent from Dublin ; 

1 
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but the Captain damned him very heartily, 
ordered him away from the ship, and would 
not suffer him to deliver the stores. I was 
furthermore informed, that the gentlemen in 
Cork requested of Captain Symonds that I 
might be allowed to come into the city, and 
tbat they would be responsible I should return 
to the frigate at a given time, which was de- 
nied them. 

We sailed from England the 8th day of 
January, and from the cove of Cork t!le 12th 
day of February. Just before we sailed, the 
prisoners with me were divided, and put on 
board three different ships of war. This 
gave me some uneasiness, for they were to a 
man zealous in the cause of liberty, and be- 
haved with a becoming fortitude in the various 
scenes of their captivity; but those who were’ 
distributed on board other ships of war, were 
much better used than those that tarried with 
me, as appeared afterwards. When the fleet, 
consisting of adout fortyfive sail, including 
fortyfive men of war, sailed from the cove 
with a fresh breeze, the appearance was beau- 
tiful, abstracted from the unjust and bloody 
designs they had in view. We had not sailed 
many days before a mighty storm arose, which 
lasted twentyfour hours without intermission. 
The wind blew with relentless fury? and no 
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manceukl remain on d&r,, except ha *was 
laded fast, for the waves t-o&d over the deck 
by turns, with a forcible rapidity, and every 
soul on board4 was anxious Gar the preservation 
of the ahip, alias their lives. In this storm 
the Thnnder-bomb man of war sprang a leik; 
an-d was afterwards floated to 3ome part of the 
coastof England, and thecrew stied: We 
were then said to be in the Bay of &roay. 
After the etorm abatedt;I eon%& +leinly discern 
that tbe urisoners were betterused far’ Bclma 
consider&le time. f i 

Nathhg of consequence happened after 
thisi. till rive-ked saiM.to the ia#and of Madeira, 

{ 

exoept 8’ 436~&*~~xn;bZo#r~E~&nei~ $* 1 

C8ptaiIt Byrnen~W ,- 

cation I nde to kim, 
tailor to make a suit of clothes of the cloth .I 
bestowed on me in Ireland, which he gener- I 

1 
onely gaanted. I could then walk the deck 
with,a seeming better ,gmce. WherKwff~ ic& 
reeQhedl Madeira, and ancho&j +&+gm~ ’ 
tlemen, with the Cap@& went on &nre, who ’ 
I conclude, gave the rumnr&at~Iwas ,in the 
frigate ; ymn which I soon aftne ifouna Irish 
&merositywas again excited ; fas a gentleman 
of this natisn Lest his cle& on board,’ to know , 
of me if I woulfl accept 8 gea4tore from liim; 
particularly of wine. This matter I ma&~ ,1 

6 3 

I i; 
/ 

I 
/ / 
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known to the generous Lieut. Douglass, who 
readily granted me the favor, provided the 
articles could be brought on board during the 
time of his.command ; adding that it would be 
a pleasure to him to serve me, notwithstanding 
the opposition he met with. before. So I di- 
rected the gentleman’s clerk to inform him 
that I was greatly in need .of so signal a chari- 
t’$, and desired the young gentleman tomake 
the utmost despatch, which, he did ; but in 
the mean time, Capt. Symondsandhis officers 
came on board, and immedietely made ready 

: . 
for sailing-the, wind at the same time being 
fair, set sail when the young gentleman was in 
fairgight, with the aforesaid store. 

The reader will doubtless recollect the 
seven guineas I received at the cove of Cork. 
These enabled me. .to pure&e of Ahs ,pu”aer 
what I wanted, had not the C.aptain strictly 
forbid it, though I made sundry,,applications 
10 him for that purpose ; but hi answer to 

i 

me, when I was sick, was, that it was no mat- 
ter how soon I was dead, and that he was no 

.mays anxious to preserve tbe,lives of rebels, 
but wished them all dead ; and indeed ,that 
was the language of most of the ship’s crew. 
I exposttilated not bnly with the Captain but 
with other gentlemen l on board, on ihe un-’ 

,raasonableness of such usage ; inferring, that 
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‘inasmuch as the gov&rnment .in En@and did 
not proceed against me as a capital offender, 
they should not ; for that they -were by no 
means (empowered by any authority, either 
civil or militayy, to do so : for the English 

. government had acquitted me by sending me 
back a prisoner of war to Americaiand that 
they should treat -me as such. 1, further 
drew an inference of imp&y on th_em, pro- 
vided they shotild, by hard usage, destrojr my 
life ; inasmuch as I might, if living, redeem 
one of their offiers ; but the Cafitain replied, 
that he needed no directions of mine how to 
treat a rebel ; ‘that the British would conquer 
the Ameridaiijrebels;;hang,,the C!+@ess, and 
such as prhmoted’~Yhd’fe;~llion, till 5n pair- 
titular, and retake their own prisoners ; SO 
#that 6y Iife was of no conseque?e in the 
scale of their policy. I gave him for answer, 
that if they stayed till they conquered Amer- 
ica ‘before they hanged me, I shhauld’ die of 
c&l age, and desired that till such an event 
took place, he would at least allow me to pur- 
chase of the purser, for my own money, such 
articles as ! greatly needed ; but he would 
not permit it, and when I reminded him of 

+ the generous and civil usage that their prison- 
ers in captivity in America met with, he said 
that it was not owing to their goodness, but 

. 

i 
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to their tihidity ; for, said he,.they expect to 
be conquered, and therefore dare not misuse 
our prisoners, and in fact this was the language ’ 
of the British officers till Glen. Burgoyne was 
taken, (happy event) and not only of the 05- 
cers, but of the whole Britiskarmy. I appeal 
to my brother prisoners, that have been with 
the British in the southern departmen&, for a 
confirmation of what I have advanced on this 
subject. The surgeon of the Solebay,whose 
name is North, was a very humane and ob- 
Iiging mau, and took the best care of the 
prisoners who were sick. 

The third day of May we cast anchor in 
the harbor of Cape Fear, in Nor.th Carolina, 
as did Sir Peter Parker’s ship of fifty guns a 
little back of the bar, for there was no depth 
of water &+r him ta come into the ha&or. 
These two men of war and fourteen sail of 
transports and others, came after, so that most 
of the fleet rendezvoused at Cape Fear, for 
three weeks. The soldiers on board the 
transports were sickly, in consequence of so 
long a passage-add to this, the small pox 
carried off many of them : they landed on the 
main and formed a camp, but the ritlemen 
annoyed them, and caused them to move to an 
island in the harbor-but such cursing of 
riflemen I never heard. 

rs 
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A’detachment ofregulars was sent up Bruns- 
wick river ; as they landed, were fired on by 
those marksman, and they came back next 
day, damnirig the rebels for their ur+maoly way 
of fighting, and swearing that they would give 
no quarter, for they took sight at them, and 
were behind’ timber, skulking about. One of 
the detachments said they lost one man-but 
a negro man who was with them, and heard 
what was said, soon after told me that he 
helped to bury thirtyone of them. This did 
me some good to find my countrymen giving 
them battle-for I never heard such swagger- 
ing’as among Gen. Clinton’s little army, who 
commanded, at that time, and I am apt to think 
there were four thousand.men;though not @we- 
thirds of them fit for duty. I heard numbers 
of them say, that the trees in Amerka should 
hang well with fruit that campaign, for they’ 
would give no qua&r. This was in the 
mouths of most whom I heard speak on the 
subject, officer as well as soldier. I wished 
at that time my countrymen knew as well as I 
did what a murdering and cruel enemy they 

,had to deal with ; but experience has since 
taughl this..country, what they are te expect 
at ihe hands of Britons when in their power. 

The prisoners who had been sent on board 
different men of war at the cove of Cork, were 

6* 
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collected together, and the whole of them put 
on board the Mercury frigate, Capt. James 
Montague, except one of the Canadians, who 
died on the passage from Ireland, and Peter 
Noble, whd made his escape from the Sphynx 
man of war in this harbor, and hy extraordi- 
nary swimming, got safe home to New Eng- 
land, and gave intelligence of the usage of his 
brother prisoners. The Mercury set sail 
from this port for Halifax, about the F&h of 
May, and Sir Peter Parker was about to sail 
with the land forces, under the command of 
Gen. Clinton, for the reduction of Charles- 
ton, the capital of South Carolina, and when 
I heard of his defeat in Halifax, it gave me 
inexpressible satisfaction. 

I now found myself under a worse Captain 
than Symonds ; for Mon+tgns was loaded 
w,ith.prejudices against everybody, and every 
thing that was not stamped with royalty; and I 
being by nature underwitted, his wrath was 

\ heavier than the others, or at least his, mind 

1 
was in no instance liable. to he diverted by 
good sense, humor or bravery, of tihich Sy- 
mends was by turns susceptible. ,A Captain 
Francis Proctor was added to our number of 
prisoners wlten we were first put on board 
this ship. This gentleman had formerly be- 
longed to the English service. The Captain, 
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and in ,fine all the gentlemen of the ship, were 
very much incensed against him, and put him 
in irons without the least provocation, and he 
was continued in this miserable situation about 
three months. In this passage the prisoners 
here infected with the’ scurvy, some mare 
and some less, but most of them severely. 
The ship’s crew was to a great degree trou- 
bled with it, and I concluded that it was catch- 
ing. Several of the crew died of it on their 
passage, I was weak and feeble in conse- 
quence of so long and cruel a captivity, yet 
had but little of the scurvy. 

The purser was again expressly forbid by 
1 the Cap&a to lr+ ma have any thing out of 

his store-upon whi~hbh, went ran deek,,& 
in the handsomest manner requested the favor 
of purchasing a few necessaries of thepurser,/ 
which was denied me. He further told me, 
that 1 should be hanged as soon as I arrived 
at Halifax. I tried to reason the matter Gitb 
him, but found him proof against reason. I 
also held up his honor to view, and his be- 
havior to me and the prisoners in general, as 
being derogatory to it, but found hi honor 
impenet.rable. I then endeavored to touch, 
his humanity, but he had none ; for his pra- 
possessioa of bigotry to his own party, had 
confirmed in him in an opinion that no hutgeja: I 
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ity &as due to unroyalists, but seemed tb ’ 
think chat heaven and earth were niade merely 
to gratify the, Kin, m and his creatures. He 
uttered considerable unintelligible and grovel- 
ling ideas, a little iinctured with Monarchy,, 
but stood well to his text of hanging me. He 
afterwards forbid his surgeon to administer arry 
help to the sick prisoners& , I was every night 
shut down in the cable tire, with the rest of 
the prisoners. and we all lived miserable while 
under his pow’er. But I received some gene- 
rosity from several of the midshipmen, who 
in a degree alleviaied my misery. One of 
their names was Putrass,. the names of the 
others I do not recollect-but they were ob- 
liged to be private in the bestowmer)t of their 
favor, which was sometimes good wine bit-’ 
t,ers, and at others a generous drink of grog. 

Sometiirre (in the : first week ‘of June, ‘we 
came to anchor at >bhe Hook off New York, 
where we remained but three days ; in which 
time Gov. Tryon, Mr. Kemp, the old At- 
torney General of New York, and several 
other perfidious end overgrown tories and 
land-jobbers came on board. Tryon viewed 
me, with a stern countenance as I, was walking 
on the leeward side of the deck with the mid- 
shipmen -and he and his companions were 
walking with the Captain and Lieutenant on 

i 
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the windward side of the same, but never 
spoke to me, though it is altogether probable 
that he thought of the old. quarrel between 
him, the old government of New York, and 
the Green Mountain Boys. Theu they went 
with the Capthin into the cabin, and the same 
afternoon returned on board a vessel which 
lay near the Hook, where at that time they 
took sanctuary from the resentment of their 
injured country. What passed between the 
officers of the ship and these visitors I know 
not; but this I know, that my treatment from 
the principal officers was more severe after- 
ward+ 

We arrived qt I3alif~ not far from the 
middle of dune, wbera~the~ship’~ tmw w&ah 
was infested with the scurvy, were taken‘ on- 
shore, and shallow trenches dug, into which 
they were put, and partly covered with earth. 
Indeed every proper measure was taked for 
their relief. The prisoners were not per&- 
ted any sort. of medicine, but were put on 
board a sloop which lay in the harbor, near 
the town of Halifax, surrounded with several 
men of war and their tenders, and a guard 
constantly set over them, night and day. The 
sloop we had wholly to ourselves, except the 
guard who occupied the forecastle ; here we1 
were cruelly pinched with hunger. It seemed 
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to me that we:had not more than one-third of 
the common allowance. We were all seized 
with violent hunger and faintness-we divided 
bur scanty allowance as exact as possible. I 
shared the same fate with the rest, and, though 
they offered me more than an even share, I 
refused to ‘accept it, ,as it was a time of sub- 
stgntial distress, which, in my opiniora, 1 ought 
to partake equally,with the rest, and set an 
example of virtue and fortitude to our little 
commonwealth. 

I sent letter,afier let4er to Capt.‘Montague 
who still had’rhe care of us, and also to his 
Lieutenant, whose name I cannot call to.mind, 
but aould obtain no answer, much less a redress’ 
of grievances ; and to add to the calamity, 
near a dozen of the prisoners were dangerously 
ill,& the scurvy. I wrote private letters lo 
the. doctors, to procure, if possible, some 
rbmedy for the sick, but in vain. The chief 
physician came by in a boat sb close t$ar the 
oars touched the sloop we were in, and I 
uttered my complaint in the genteelest manner 
to’him, but he never so muchasturned his head, 
or made me any answer, thoygh I continued 
speaking ti,ll he got out of hearmg. Our cause 
then become very deplorable. Still I kept 
writing to the Captain, till he ordered the 
guards, as they told me, not to bring any more 
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letters from me to him. ’ In the mean time an 
event happened worth relating. One of the 
men almost dead of the scurvy, laid by the, 
side of the sloop; and a canoe~df~I,ndians com- 
ing by, he:purchased two quarts!OPstrawber- 
ries, and eat them at once, and itJklmost cur&d, 
him. The money he gave for them, was all 
the money he had in the yorld. After that 
we tried every way to procure more of that 
fruit, reasoning from analogy that. they,n$gW 
have the same effect on-others itifected, iith: 
the same disease, but could obtain none. 

Meanwhile the Doctor’s mate of the Mer- 
cury came privately on board the prison sloop* 
and ~‘l~iesmfted!ti~e~with a,‘large via4 of *smarts 
drops, which:pr&ed’ko begoti;d f&ik~~‘so~~;~ 
though vegetables and sotne:~ottiar ingedikhts 
were requisite for a cure ; but the drops gave 
at&ast a check to the disease. This was a , 

‘well-timed exertion df humanity- bk th& 
doctbr’s name has slipped my mind--arld 6’ 
my opinion was the means of saving the lit&. 
of several men. 

The gurird which was s&t over’us, was by 
this time touched with the feelings of conrpas- 
sion ; avb I- finally trusted one of them with 
a letter of complaint to Governor Arbuthnot, 
of Halifax, Firhich he found means to cornmu-! 
nicate, and w.hich had the desired effect-f& 

/ 
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the Gqverwr sent 4 n officer and. surgeon on 
board the prison sloop, to know the truth of 
the complaint. The officer’s name Was 
Buwl, wbn held the rank of Lieutenant, and 
treated mebin a friendly aud polite ma.nner, 
and was realJy angry at Je, sr+twl, qnd unmanly 
ussge the prisoners. met ,pEfh +%apql,-with the 
surgeon made a report of matters t 
Arbutbnot, who either by his ord 
euoe, took us next day from the prison&q 
to Halifax gaol, where .I first becomeSse- 
qnainted with the now Hon. James Love], 
Es+; w of the members of Congress for the 

8” 
te of Massachusetts Bay. The sick were 

aken to the hospital, and the Canadians who 
were effective, were employed in the King’s 
wdfkks ; and when their coun~y~~.~w~~.~- 
w&a !fRm tlM +-Wy, eJ. ji+db, 
tbeyU &s@rtaQ ~~,&q+znq4o~,.qnd ware 
rlcrt heard of at Haliiaxqas long as the remain- 
d&r of ‘the prisoners contimmd there, which 
was till near the middle at, wober. ,We 
were on board the prison $oop about six 
~&eks, and were landed at Balifax near p 
mi&&.of August. Several of our En&h 
AmBriom prisoners, .who. were cured+f-“the 
scurvy &,&he hospital, made their escape kom 
tbenc;a, end after a loag time reachqd ,tiwir 
old hab%t.&ms. ’ _, . . 



ETHAN ALLES. 73 

,I had now but thirteen with me of those 
that were taken in Canada, and remained in 
gaol with me in Halifax, who in addition to 
to those that were imprisoned before, made 
our number about thirtyfour, who were all 
locked up in one common large room,,without 
regard to rank, education, or any other accom- 
plishme t, where we continued from the set- 
ting to t 1 e rising sun; and as sundry of them 
were infected with the gaol and other distem- 
pers, the furniture of this spacious room con- 
sisted most principally of excrement tubs. 
We petitioned for a removal of the sick into 
the hospitals, but were denied. We remap- 
strated against the ungenerous usage of being 
confined with the privates., p being .caafrary 
to the laws and customs of nanons, ‘and”par- 
titularly ungrateful in them, in consequence 
of the gentleman-like usage which the British 
imprisoned oficers t-net withL.in America ; 
and thus we wearied ourselves, petitioning 
and remonstrating, but to no purpose at all- 
for Gen. Massey, who commanded at Halifax, 
was as inflexible as the devil himself-a fine 
preparative this for Mr. Lovell, member of 
the continental Congress. 

Lieutenant Russel, whom I have mentioned 
before, came to visit me in prison, and 
assured me that he had done his utmost to 

7 
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procure my parole for enlargement-at which 
a British Captain, who was then the town- 
major, expressed compassion for the gentle- 
men confined in the filthy place, and assured 
me that he had used his influence to procure 
their enlargement; his name was near like Ram- 
sey. Among the prisoners there were five in 
number, who had a legal claim to a pwle, viz. 
3ames Lovel, Esq. ; Capt. Francis Proctor, 
a Mr. Houland, master of a continental armed 
vessel, a Mr. Taylor, his mate, and ‘my- 
self. 

As to the article of provisions, we were well 
served, much better than in any part of my 
captivity, * ,and since it was Mr. Lovel’s mis- 
formne and mine to be prisoners, and in so 
wretched circumstances, 1 was happy that we 
were together, as a mutual support to each 
other, and to the unfortunate prisoners with 
US. 

I had not been in this gaol man 7 days before 
a worthy and charitable woman, XI rs. Blacden 
by name, supplied me with a good dinner of 

, fresh meats every day, with garden fruit, and 
sometimes with a bottle of wine ; notwith- 

Ir standing, which I had not been more than 
three weeks in this place before I lost all ap- 
petite to the most delicious food by the gaol 
distemper, as sundry of the prisoners, particu- 



ETHAN ALLEN. 75 

larly a sejeant Moore, a man of courage and 
fidelity. I have several times seen him hold 
the boatswain of the Solebay frigate, when he 
attempted to strike him, and laughed him out 
of conceit of using him as a slave. 

A doctor visited the sick, and did the best, 
as I suppose, he could for them, to no, ap 
parent purpose. I grew weaker and weakei, 
as did the rest. Several of thein c&d not 
help themselves. Ai last I reasoned in m, 
own mind, that raw onioc would be goof. f 
made use of it, and found immediate reltef by 
it, as did the sick in general, particularly ser- 
geant Moore, who it recovered almost from 
the shades. Though I had met with a little 
revival, still, I, ?$.@ the xq&pqt hand of 
Britain had greiitlp i&&bed’ m); ‘c&&#&ion 
with stroke ‘upon stroke. Es,quZre LoJel and 
myself used every argument and. entreaty that 
could be well conceived of in order to obtain 
gentleman-like usage, to no purpose. I then 
wrote General Massey as severe a letter as I 
possibly could, with my friend Lovel’s assist- 
ance. The contents of it was to give the 
British, as a nation, and him as an individual, 
their true character. This roused the rq&id, 
for he could not bear to see his and thena- 
tion’s deformity in tbatk transparent letter, 
which I sent him ; he therefore put himself 
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in a great rage about it, and sbewed the letter 
to a number of British officers, particularly 
to Capt. Smith of the Lark frigate, who in- 
stead of joining with him in disapprobation, 
commended the spirit of it ; upon which Gen. 
Massey said to him, Do ydu take the part of 
a rebel against me ? Capt. Smith answered, 
that heTather spoke his sentiments; rd there 
was a dissension in an opinion between them. 
Some officers took the part of the General, 
and others of the Captain. This I was in- 
formed of by a gentleman who had it from 
Capt. Smith. 

In a few days after this the prisoners were 
ordered to go on board of a man of war, which 
was bound for New York ; but two of them 
were not able to go on board, a$d were left 
at Halifax ; pne died, and the other recovered. 
This was about the, 12th of October, and 
soon after I bad got on board, the Captain sent 
for me in particular to come on? the quarter 
deck. I went, not knowing that it was.Capt. 
Smith, or his ship at that time, and expected 

E t,o meet the same rigorous usage I had com- 
monly met with, and prepared my mind ac- 

tl cordingly ;, but when I came on deck, the 
Captain met me with his hand, welcomed me 

) 
to his ship, invited me to dine with him that 
day, and assured me that I should be treated 
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as a gentleman, and that he had given orders 
that I should be treated with respect by the 
ship’s crew., Th is was so unexpected, and 
sudden a transition that it drew tears from my 
eyes-which all the ill usage I had before ‘met 
with was not able to produce-nor could I at 
first hardly speak, but soon recovered myself; 
and expressed my gratitude for so unexpected 
a favor, and let him know that I felt anxiety 
of mind in reflecting that his situation.and 
mine was such that it was not probable thai it 
would ever be in my power to return the 
favor. Capt. Smith replied, that he had no 
reward iu view, but only treated me as a gen- 
tleman aug 

%I mutable war 
~o_,he tfeated ; hq said,,;t)ais. is a, 
; tid one ~tiK~n’.ae~er kr)$+! 

but that it may be in his pow& IO help ano- 
ther. Soon after I found this to be the same 
Capt. Smith who took my part against Gen. 
Massey ‘; but he never mentioned any tbii 
of it to me, and 1~ thought it impolitic in me 
to interrogate him as to any dispufes which 
might have arisen between him and the Get+ 
era1 on my account, as I was 8 prisoner, and- 
that it was his option to make free with me 
on that subject, if he pleased; and if he did 
not, I Inight take it for granted that it would 
be unpleasiqg for me to query ajbout it, thou‘h __ _ 

to converse.,u& 1 had a strong propensity 
him on that subject. 

7” 
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the private prisoners, to execute the design, 
and take the ship, with the cash, into one of 
our own ports. 

Upon which I replied, that we. had been 
too well used on board to murder the officers ; 
that I could by no means reconcile it to my 
conscience, and that in fact it should not be 
done ; and while I was yet speaking, my 
friend Love1 confirmed what I had said, and 
further pointed out the ungratefulness of such ’ 
an act ; that it did not fall short of murder, 
and in tine all the gentlemen in the birth, op- 
posed Capt. Burk and his colleague. But 
they strenuously urged that the conspiracy 
would be found out, and that it would cost 
them their lives, provided they did not execute 
their design. I then interposed sptritedly, 
and put an end to further arguments on the 
subject, and told them that they might depend 

I upon it, upon my honor, that I would, faith- 
. fully guard Capt. Smith’s life., If they shouh3 

attempt the assault, I would assist him;for 
they desired me to remain neuter, and that the 
,same honor that guarded Capt. Smith’s life, 
would also guard theirs ;‘and it was agreed 
by those present not to reveal the conspiracy, 
to the intent that no man should be put to 
death in consequence of what had been.’ 
jetted ; and Capt. Burk and his CO! 
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went to stifle the matter among their asso- 
ciates. I could not help cal!ing to mind what 
Capt. Smith said to me, when I first came on 
board : w This is a mutclble world, and one 
gentleman never knows but that it may be in 
his p,ower to help another.” Capt. Smith and 
his officers still behaves! with their usual cour- 
tesy, and I never heard any more of the con- 
spiracy. 

We arrived before New York, and cast an- 
chor the latter part of October, where we re- 
mained several days, and where Capt. Smith 
informed. me, that he had recommended me 
to Admiral Howe and General Sir William 
Howe, as a gentleman of honor and veracity, 
and desired that I might be treated as such. 
Capt. Burk yas then ordered on board a 
pri.+-ship in t4e barbor. I took my leave 
of @pt. S&b, and with the other prisoners 
was sent on board a transpoyt-ship, which lay 
in the harbor, commanded. by Cqpt. Craige, 
who took me into the cabin wit4 him and his 
Lieutenant. I fared as they did, and was in 
evqy respect well treated in conse 

9 
uence of 

directions from Capt. Smith. In a ew week$ 
after this I had the happiness to part with my 
friend Lovel, (for his sake, who the enemy 
af$cted to treat as a private ; he was a gen- 
tlemqp of qprit, and liberally educated, but 
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had no commission ; they maligned him on 
account of his ynshaken attachment to the 
cause of his country.) He was exchanged 
for Governor Phillip Skene of the British. 
I was continued in this ship till the latter part 
of November, where I contracted an acquaint- 
ance with a Captain of the British- his 
uame has slipped my memory. He was what 
we may call a genteel hearty fellow. 1 re- 
member an expression of his over a bottle of 
wine, to this import : $6 That there is great- 
ness of soul for personal friendskip to subsist 
between you and me, as we are upon opposite . 
sides, and may at another day he obliged to 
face each other%in the field.” I am confident 
that he was as faitbfut as any officer in the. 
British army. At another sitting he offered 
to bet a dozen of wine that Fort Washington 
would be in the hands of the British in three 
days. I stood the bet, aud would had I 
known that that would have been the case, 
and the third day afterwards we heard a pro- 
digious heavy cannonade, and that day the 
Fort was taken sure enough. Some montbs 
after, when I was on parole, he called upon 
me with his usual humor, and mentioned the 
bet. I acknowledged I had lost it, but he 

1 ,, 
* ” 

said he did not mean to take it then, as I was. - 
a prisoner ; that he would another day call on 
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me, when their army came to Bennington. 
I replied that he was quite too generous, as I 
had fairly lost it ; besides the Green Mountain 
Boys would not suffer them to come to Ben- 
nington. This was all in good humor. I 
should have been glad.to have seen him after 
the defeat at Bennington, but did not. It was 
customary for a guard to attend the prisoners, 
which was often changed. One was com- 
posed of tories from Connecticut, in the vi- 
cinity of Fairfield and Green, Farms. The 
serjeant’s name was Hoit. They were very 
fnll of their invectives against the country, 
sv+aggered of their loyalty to their king, and 
exclaimed bitterly against the “ cowardly yan- 
kees,” as they were pleased to term them, 
but finally contented themselves, with saying, 
that. vhen the country. was overcome, they 
sbQuld bq,w&rewar&d:for their loyalt , out 
of the estates of the whtgs, which wou d be I 
confiscated. This I found to be the general 
language of tories, after I arrived from Eng- 
land on the American coast. I heard sundry 
of them relate, that the British Generals had 
engaged them an ample reward for all their 
losses, disappointments and expenditures, out 
of the forfeited rebels estates. This language 
,early taught me what to do with tories estates, 
as far asmy influence can’go. For it is really 
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a game of hazard between whig 

83 

and tory. 
l&t all, in The whigs must inevitably have 

consequence of rhe abilities of the tories, and 
their good friends the British ; and it is no 
more than right the tories should run the same 
risk, in consequence of the abilities of the 
whigs. But of this more will be observed 
in the sequel of this narrative. 

Some of the last days of November, the 
prisoners were landed- at New York, and I 
was admitted to parole with the other officers, 
viz. Proctor, Howland, and Taylor. The 
privates were put into the filthy churches in 
New York, with the distressed prisoners that 
were ‘?aken at Fort Washington ; and the 
second night serjeaat Roger’ Moore, ,who was 
bold and enterprising, ,found ‘means / to make 
his escape with every one bf the remaining 
prisoners that were taken with me, except 
three who were soon after exchanged. So 
that out of thirtyone prisoners, who ‘went. 
with me the round exhibited in These 
sheets, two only died with the enemy, and 
three only exchanged ; one of them died after 
he came within our lines ; all the: rest at dif- 

. ferent times, made their escape from the 
enemy. 

I now found,myself on parole, and restrict&l 
toathe limits of the city of New York, ~&JR 
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I soon projected means to live in some mea- 
sure agreeable to my rank, though I was des- 
titute of cash. 1My constitution was almost 
worn out by such a long and barbarous cap- 
tivity. The .enemy gave out that I was crazy, 
and wholly unmanned, hut my vitals held 
sound, (nor was I delirious any more than I 
have been from my youth up ; but my ex- 
treme circumstances at certain times, rendered 
it political to act in some measure the mad- 
man,) and in consequence of a regular diet and 
exercise my blood trecruited, and my nerves I 
in great measure recovered their former tone, 
strength and usefulness, in the course of six 
months. 

I next invite the reader to a retrospective 
sight and consideration of the doleful scene 
of inhumanity eftercised by General Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, and the army under his command, 
towards the prisoners taken on Long Island, 
on-the 27th day of August, 1776 ; sundry of 
whom were in an inhuman and barbarous man- 
ner murdered after they had surrendered their 
arms ; particularly a General Ode], (or Wood- 
hul) of the militia, who was hacked to pieces 
with cutlasses, when alive, by the light-horse- 
men, and a Captain Fellows, of the continent- 
al army, who was thrust through with a bay- 
onet. of which wound he died instantlv. 





86 NARRATIVE OF 

umph of the tories over them, as they were 
dying by hundreds. This was too much for’ 
me to bear as a spectator ; for I saw the to- 
ries exulting over the dead bodies of their 
murdered countrymen. I have gone into the 
churches, and seen sun4ry 6f the prisoners in 
the agonies of death,’ ip cnnse@enoe of very 
banger, and others speechless and’ne~ death, 
biting piece8 of chips ; other8 pleadttig for 
God’8 sake, for, something to eat,,and -at ‘the 
sage time shivering with the aold.’ Hollr~ 
gioms saltmad my curs, and despair seemed 
to’ .Be imprinted on every’ one of their 
countenances. The filth in these churches, 
in consequence of the fluxes, was almost be- 
yond description. Tbe floors were covered 
,tpitb excrements. I. have Fare@ ‘~BS$&ZO 
diheqC, ~~@e$lS~~ ,iari @34tWj~ iB ; but&ilcl 
not. They vvould beg for God’s sake for one 
cop@, or morsel of breed. .I hrive seen in 
one of’tbese churChe8 seven dead at the same 
time, lying among the excrements of their 
bOdk8. 

* It pas a conimon practice with the enemy 
to convey the dead from their filthy places 
in\ darts,.to be alight?p buried, and I have 
seen whole gangs of tories making derision, 
and exaICg over the dead, saying, there goes 
another Io&of damned’ rebels. I have ob+ 
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served the British soldiers to be full of their 
black-guard j&es, and vaunting on those oc- 
casions, but they appeared , to me less malig- 

’ 
nant than tories. . 

The @ovision. dealt c&t’ td the prisoners 
was by no means sufficient for the suppoit of 
life. It was deficient i’n quantity, and much 
more so inpuality. The prisoners often pre- 
sented me with a sample of their bread? tihicb 
i%ei-tify was damag6d.m that d@ee that it was 
loathsomeand unfit to be eaten&d Iam&ld 
to aver it, as my opinion, that it had b&n 
condemned, and was of the very wotst sort. 
Lhaxe seen and been fed rtppndamaged bread, 
btbe JWU~~K$~ rnf ,capz&y;‘@ o)s.erd 
the qmilii4$4&6~ ‘.mti,:wa co@+ 
demned by the en&ny~~ahiolig&&cbl~“;~ 
little so effectually spoiled as’ivbat was de a t 
out to these prisoners. Their allawauce of 
meat, as they told me, was quite trifling, aud 
of the basest sort.. I never saw any ,$.it,.& 
was informed, bad as it was; it was ,#aRb@ed 
almost as quick as ‘they got bold of-it.. I saw 
some of them sucking bones afterfthey were 
speechless, ; others who could yet speak, qd 
had t+ use of their reason, wged me 
strongest’and most ‘pathetic manner, 
my interest,in their behalE, for you plai 
say they, ,that we are devoted to de@! 
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destruction ; and after I bad examined mere, 
‘particularly into their. truly deplorable condi- 
tion, and bad &,come more fully apprized ,of 
the essential fact&, I was persuaded’tbat it ,was 
a premeditated qnd’_systematical plan of the 
British council, to destroy tbs youths of our 
land,’ with a view thereby tch.detec the coun- 
try, and make it submit to their d&potism ; 
bui, that I could not do them any material ser- 
vice, and-that by any public attempt foe &at 
purpose I might endanger myself by frequent- 
ing ,plaoes %bo,~most.nauseous and contagious 

~tbat co@d be~?onceived,of. I refrained going 
into the cburchef+ but frequently convened 
with such of the prisoners ‘as were admitted 
to come out into the yard, and found that the 
systematic usage still continued. ‘J’be,guglkd 
wout#. X&XI drive .mo ~lt~~m.i&.tM+md 
bayoneter ‘~Al&I&s~:,ans,day follolved me 
fiye or six rods, but by makimrg, use of my 
legs, golt rid of the lubber. Snmetimes I 
could obtain a little conver&tion, notwitb., 
standing their severities. 

I was in one of the church yards, and it 
was &&ored among those in the church, and 
redry of the prisoners came with their-usual 
cowplaiots- to me, and among the rest a,larg&-. 
baaed, tell .yaung man, as he told metffrom 
Pennsylvania, who. was reduced to o mere 
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skeleton:; said he was glad tosee me before 
he died, which be had expected to have done’ 
last night, bwtwaS a blittle revived ; he further- 
more informed me, tha.t he aud h.is brother 
had been -urged to enlist into the “British, but 
had, both resolved to die first’; thekhie brother 
had- died last night, in consequence;-of. thti 
x-es&&n, and that, he’ expected’ ahor4y to 
follow him ;I lvlt I.madathu!~other ,pris&ere 
stand a litds~o& al& t&d birn&$b aJow v&e 
to Xst ; he then asked, whethekit~ wa&ghb 
in tire sight of God ? I assured him &bat Iit 
was, and that duty to himself obliged him to 
deceive the British by enlisting, and deserting 
EsJe; fin& ~~opportunity.~, Upa+. which 4x3.’ an* 
swered i with 4at $#we#&d!~r:.l 
charged him ervtiou tiy n&e as ,hia 
adviser; lest it should get air, and I should, he 
closely confined in consequence of it. The 
ilrssgrity of these suffering prisoners is 
credible. Many hnh$reds, I ,am 

hardly 
con 

s’ubmitted to death, r&ber Jan eali~~in%be 
British service, which., I am informed~, they 
most generally Fere pressed to do. I was 
astanisbedat’the resolution of the two broth+ 
er4 pwtictvlerly ; it seems that they could nut 
be s&mdated~ to such exertions of beroirfm 
from ambition, as ihey were but obscurct: m&r 
diers ; strong ,indeed most the inter&d pri&i*‘ 

B”, ’ 

, . 
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’ pie of virtue be, which supported them to 
brave death, end one of them went through 
the operation, as did many hundred othera. 
I readily grant that instances of public virtue 
are no’ excitement to the sordid end vicious, 
nor on the other hand, wiUi&~th’e barbarity of 
Britain and Neabtand~ atiakendhem to a sense 
of their duty to their. public ; but tb: things , 
will have their proPer effect on the geuer&us 
and brave. The officers on, parole were mt 

* 
. of them zealous, if possible, to afford the 

miserable soldiery relief, and often consulted 
with ;one anather on the subject, but to no 
effect, being destitute of the means of subsist- 
ence, which they needed ; nor could the 
officers project any measure which they thought 
would alter their fate, or so ,much as ,&.;a 

c maauz obgett+ &rlLout&&ee SMY&Wea 
’ to.tiie ptivi4egsn33m&&rir. Somo..projected 
.&et all :the o&ers- should go in procession 
to General Howe, and plead the cause of the 
perishing soldiers ; . but this proposal was 
negatived for the follo.wing reasons, viz. be- 
cause that General Howe muSt needs be well 
aoquainted and have a thorough knowledge of 
the state and condition of the prisoners.in 
every of ‘their wretched apartments, au& that ’ 
much more particular end exact thar~ ,eny 
officer otf parole could be supposed tohave, 
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as the General had a return ofthe circumstances 
of the prisoners by his own officers every 
morning, of the number which were alive, as 
also the number which died every twentyfour 
hours,. and consequently the bill of mortality, 
as collected from the daily returns, lay before 
him with all the material situations and cir- 
cumstances. of the prisoners ; and provided 
the officers should go in procession to General 
Howe, according to the projection, it would 
give him the greatest affront, and that he 
would either retort upon them, that it was no . 
part of their parole to instruct him in his con- 
duct to prisoners ; that they were mutinying 
against his authority, and by aqronting him, 
had forfeited their par& prab- 
ably, instead of saying them, 
would order them all into as wretched a con- 
finement as the soldiers whom they sought to , 
relieve ; for at that time, the Britisb, from 
the General to the private sentinel, were in 
full confidence, nor did they so much ae hesi- 
tate but that they should conquer/the country. 
Thus the consultation of the officers was con- 
founded, and broken to pieces, in consequence ’ 
of the dread which at that time lay on their 
minds, of offending Gen. Bowe ; for they 
conceived so murderous a tyrant would not 
be too good to destroy even the officers, on 
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the least pretence of an affront, as they were 
equally in his power with the soldiers ; and 
as General Howe perfectly understood the 
condition of the private soldiers, it bias argued 
that it was exactly such as he and his council 
had devised, and as he meant to destroy them 
it w?dd be to no purpose for them to try 
to &ssuade him from it, as they were helpless 
and liable to the same fate, on giving the least 
affront ; indeed anxious apprehensions dis- 
turbed them in their then circumstances. 

Meantime mortality raged to such an in- 
tolerable degree among the prisoners, that the 
very school boys in the streets knew the men- 
cal design of it in some measure ; at least ttiey 
knew that they were starved to death. Some 
poor women contributed to their necessity, 
till,thelr children were almost star&d, and all 
persons of common understanding knew that 
they were devoted to the cruelest and worst 
of deaths. It was also proposed by some 
to make a written representation of the con- 
dition of the soldiery, and the officers to sign 
it, and that it should be couahed in such terms 
as thowgh they were apprehensive that the 
General was imposed upoy by his officers, in 
their daily returns to him of the state and con- 
dition of the prisoners ; and that therefore 



Y 

ETHAN ALLEN. 93 

the officers moved with compassion, were con- 
strained to communicate to him the facts re* 
lative to them, nothing doubting but that they 
would meet with a speedy redress ; but this 
prOpOd was most generally negatived ; also, 
and for much the same reason offered in the 
other case ; for it was conjectured that Gen- 
ral Howe’s ind-ignation would be moved 
against such officers as should attempt to whip 
him over his officers’ backs. That he would 
discern that himself was really struck at, and 
not the ofiicers who made the daily returns; 
and therefore self-preservation deterred the 
officers from either petitioning or remonstra- 
ting to General Howe, either verbally or in 
writing ; as also the cansideration that no vai- 
uable purpose to the distressed would be ob= 
tamed. 

I made several rough drafts on the subject, 1 
on,.e of which I exhibited to Colonels Magaw, , 
Mrles and Atlee, and said that they would 
consider the matter ; soon after I called on 
them, and some of the gentlemen informed 
me that they had wrote to the General on the 
subject, and I concluded that the gentlemen ’ 
thought it best that they should write without 
me, as there was SUC~J spirited aversion sub- 
sisting between the British and me. 
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In the mean time Colonel Hussecker, of 
the continental army, as he then reported, - 
was taken prisoner, and brought to New 
York, who gave out’ that the country was most 
universally submitting to the English king’s 
authority, and that there would he little or no 
more opposition to Great Britain. This at 
first gave the officers a little shock, but in a 
few days they recovered themselves ; for this 
Colonel Hussecker being a German, was 
feasting with General De Heister, his coun- 
trymen, and from his conduct they were ap- 
prehensive that he was a knave ; et least he 
was esteemed so by most of the officers ; it 
was nevertheless a day of trouble. The ene- 
my blasphemed. Our little army was re- 
treating in New Jersey, and our young men 
murdered by hundreds in New York. The 
army of Britain and Heshland prevailed for a 
little season, as though it was ordered by 
Heaven to shew to the latest posterity what 
the British would have done if they could, 
and what the genedl calamity must have been, 
in consequence of their conquering the coun- 
try, and to excite every,honest man to stand 
forth in the defence of liberty, and to establish 
the independencey of the United States of 
America forever. But this scene of adverse 
fortune did not disqourage a Washington. 
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The illustrious atierican here remained im- 
movable. In Iiberty’s cause he took ui his 
sword. This reflection was. his support .and 
consolation in the day of his humiliafion, when 
he retreated before the enemy, through New 
Jersey into Pennsylvania. Their triumph 
only.roused his indignation, and the important 
cause of his country, which lay near his heart, 
moyed him to cross the Delaware again, and 
take ample satisfaction on his pursuers. No 
sooner had he circumvallated his haughty few. 
and ap’peared in terrible apray but the host of 
Heshland fell. This taught America the. in- 
trinsic worth of perseverance, and the gener- 
ous sons of freedom flew to the standard. of 
their common Bbtfquard aad r( defeRce ; from 
which time the arm OF American liberty hath 
prevailed. 

This surprise and capture of the Hessians 
enraged the enemy, who were still vastly mQle 
numerous th:rn the continental troops, They 
therefore collected, and marched fromprince- 
ton, to attack General Washington, who was 
then at Trenton, having previously,Ieft a de- 
tacbment from their main body at Princeton, 
for the support of that place. This was a 
trying time, for our worthy General, though 
in possession of a late most astonishing yic- 
tory, was by no means able to withstand the 

, 
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collective force of the enemy ; but his sagaoity 
soon suggested a stratagem to effect that which 
by force t? him was at that time impractica- 
ble. He therefore amused the enemy with a 
number of fires, and in the night made a forced 
march, undiscovered by themi and next morn- 
ing fell in with their rear guard at Princeton, 
and killed and took most of them prisoners. 
The main body too late perceiving their rear 
was attacked, hurried back with all speed, 
but to their mortification found they were 
out gene?ttlled and baled by General wash- 
ington, who was retired with his little army 
towards Morristown, and was out of their 
power. * These repeated successes, one on 
the back of the other, chagrined the enemy 
prodigiously, and had an amazing operiltion 
in the scale of American politics, and wn- 
doubt+ was yode of: the corner-stones on 
which their fair structure of Independency 
has been fabricated ; for the country at no 
one time has ever been so much dispirited as 
just before the morning of this glorious suc- 
cess, which in part dispelled the gloomy 
clouds of oppression and sIavery, which lay 
pending over America, big with the ruin of 
this and future generations, and enlightened 
and spirited her sons to redouble their blows 
on a mercilees and haughty, and I may add a 
perfidious enemy. 



ETHAN ALLEN. 97 

Furthermore, this success had a mighty 
effect on General Howe and his council, and 
roused them to a sense of their own weak- 
ness, and convinced them that they were 

G neither omniscient or omnipotent. Their 
obduracy and death-designing malevolence in 
some measure, abated or was suspended. 
The prisoners who were condemned to the 
most wretched and cruellest of deaths, and 
who survived to this period, though most of 
them died before, were immediately ordered 
to be sent within General Washington’s lines 
for an exchange, and in consequence of it, 
were taken out of their filthy and poisonous 

!C 
laces of confinement, and sent out of New 
ork to their friends in haste ; several of 

them fell dead in the streets of New York, 
as they attempted to walk to the vessels in 
the harbor, for their intended embarkation. 
What numbers lived to reach the lines I can- 
not ascertain, hut from concurrent representa- 
tions which I have since received from num- 
bers of people who lived in, and adjacent to, 
such parts of the country where they were 
received from the enemy, I apprehend that 
most of them died in consequence of the vile 
usage of the enemy. Some who were eye 
witnesses of that scene of mortality, more 
especially in that part which continued after 

9 
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the exchange took place, are of opinion that 
it was partly in consequence of a slow poison ; 

’ but this I refer to the doctors that attended 
them who are certainly the best judges. 

Upon the best calculatiou I have been able 
to make from personal knowledge, and the 
many evidences I have collected in support 
of the facts, I learn that the prisoners taken 
on Long Island, Fort Washington, and some 
few others, at different times and places, about 
two thousand perished with hunger, cold and 
sickness, occasioned by the filth of their 
prisons, at New York, and a number more 
on their passageto the continental lines ; most 
of the residue who reached their friends, 
‘having received their death wound, could not 
be restored by the assistance of physicians 
and friends ; but like their brother prisoners, 
fell a sacrifice to the relentless and scientific 
barbarity of Britain. I took as much pains 
as my circumstances would admit of, to in- 
form myself not only of matters of fact, but 
likewise of the very design and aims of Gen- 
eral Howe and his council. The latter of 
which I predicated on the former, and submit 
it to the candid public. 

And lastly, the aforesaid success of the 
American arms had a happy effect on the con- 
tinental officers, who were on parole at New 

1 - 
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York. A number of us assembled, but not 
in a public manner, and with full bowls and 
glasses, drank General Washington’s health, 
and were not unmindful of Congress and our 
worthy friends on the continent, and almost 
forgot that we were prisoners. 

A few days after this recreation, a British 
officer of rank and importance in their army, 
(whose name I shall not mention in this narra- 
tive, for certain reasons, though I have men- 
tioned it to some of my close friends and con- 
fidents,) sent for me to his lodgings, and told 
me, “That faithfulness, though. in a wrong 
cause, had nevertheless recommended me to 
General Sir William Howe, who was minded 
to make me a Colonel of a regiment of new 
levies, alias tories, in the British service, and 
proposed that I should go with him and some 
other officers, tb England, who would embark 
for that purpose in a few days, and there be 
introduced to Lord George Germaine, and 
probably to the King ; and that previously 
1 should be clothed equal to such an introduc- 
tion, and instead of paper rags, be paid in 
hard guineas ; after this should embark with 
General Burgoyne, and assist in the reduc- 
tion of the country, which infallibly would be 
conquered, and when that should be done, I 
should have a large tract of land, whether on 
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the New Hampshire grants, or in Conne& 
cut, it would make no odds, as the country 
would be forfeited to the crown.” I then 
replied, “ That if by faithfulness I had re- 

. commendedmyselfto General Howe, I should 
be loth, by unfaithfulness, to lose the Gener- 
al’s good opinion ; besides that I viewed the 
offer of land to be similar to that which the 
devil offered Jesus Christ, To give him all 
the kingdoms of the world, if he would fall 
down and worship him ; when at the same 
time that the damned fool had not one foot 
of land upon earth.” This closed the con- 
versation, arid the gentleman turned from me 
with an air of dislike, saying that I was a 

.bigot ! upon which I retired to my lodgings. 
Near the last of November I was admitted 

to parole in New York, with many* other 
American officers, and on ehe 2&d day of 
January, 1777, was with them directed by 
the British commissary of prisoners to be 
quartered on the westerly part of Long Island, 
and our parole continued. During my im- 
prisonment there, no occurreuces worth ob- 
servation happened,. I obtained the means of 
living as well as I desired, which in great 
measure repaired my constitution, which had 
been greatly injured by the severities of an 
inhuman captivity. I now began to feel my- 
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self composed, expecting either an exchange 
or continuance in good and honorable treat- ‘ 
ment ; but alas ! my visionary expectations 
soon vanished. The news of the conquest of 
Ticonderoga by General Burgoyne, and the .. 
advance of his army into the country, made 
the haughty Britons again to feel their im- 
portance, and with that their insatiable thirst 

/ 

for cruelty. 
The private prisoners at New York, and 

some of the officers on parole, felt the severity 
of it. Burgoyne was their toast and demi- 
god. To him they paid adoration. In him 
the tories placed their confidence, “and for- 
gee the Lord their God,” and served Howe, 
Burgoyne and Knyphausen,” end became vile 
in their own imaginations, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened, professing to be great 
politicians, and relying on foreign and merci- 
less invaders, and with them seeking the ruin, 

1 

bloodshed and destruction of their country, 
“ became fools,” expecting with them to sbare c 
a dividend in the confiscated estates of their 

I 

neighbors and countrymen who fought for the 
whole country, and the religion and liberties 
thereof. “ Therefore God gave them over 

/ to strong delusions, tp believe a lie, that they 
all might be damned.” 

1 - 
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The 25th day of August I was apprehend- 
ed, and under pretext of artful, mean and piti- 
ful pretences, that I had infringed on my pa- 
role, taken from a tavern, where there were 
more than a -dozen officers present, and in the 
very place where those officers and myself 
were directed to be quartered, put under a 
strong guard, and taken to New York, where 
I expected to make my defence before the 
commanding officer ; but contrary to my ex- 
pectations, and without the least solid pretence 
of justice or a trial, was again encircled with 
a strong guard with fixed bayonets, and con- 
ducted to the provost gaol in a lonely apart- 
ment, next above the dungeon, and was de- 
nied all manner of subsistence either by pur- 
chase or allowance. The second day I of- 
fered a guinea for a meal of victuals, but was 
denied it, and the third day I offered eight 
Spanish milled dollars for a like favor, but 
was denied, and all that I could get out of the 
sejeant’s mouth, was, that by God he would 
obey his orders. I now perceived.myself to 
be again in substantial trouble. In this con- 
dition I formed an bblique acquaintance with 
a Capt. Travis, of Virginia, who was in the 
dungeon below me, through a little bole which 
was cut with a penknife, through the floor of 
my apartment which communicated with the 
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dungeon; it was a small crevice, through 
which I could discern but a very small part 
of his face at once, when he plied it to the 
hole ; but from the discovery of him in the 
situation which we were both then in, I could 
not have knotin him, (which I found to be 
true by an after acquaintance.) I could ne;v- 
ertheless hold a coversation with him, aAd 
soon perceived hitn to be a gentleman of high. 
spirits, who had a high sense of honor, and 
felt as big as though he had been in a palace, 
and had treasures of wrath in store against the 
British. In fine I was charmed with the 
spirit of the man; he had been near or quite 
four months in that dungeon, with murderers, 
thieves, and every species of criminals, and 
all for the sole crime of unshaken fidelity to 
his country ; but his spirits were above de- 
jcction, and his mind unchanageable. I en- 

, gaged to do him every service in my power,’ 
and in a few weeks afterwards, with the united 

I petitions of the officers in the provost, pro:, 
cured his dismission from tbe dark man&n 
of fiends to the apartment of his petitioners. 

And it came to pass on the third day, at 
the going down of the sun, that I was pre- 
sented with a piece of boiled pork, and some 
biscuit, which the sergeant gave me to under- 
stand was my-allowance, and I fed sweetly on 
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the same ; but I indulged my appetite by de- 
grees, and in a few days more was taken from 
that apartment, and conducted to the next 
loft or story, where there was about twenty 
continental and some militia officers wlio had 
been taken and imprisoned there, besides some 
privato gentlemen who had been dragged from 
their own homes to that filthy place, by tories. 
Several of every denomination died there, 
some before, and others after I was put there. 

The history of the proceedings relative to 
the provost only, was I particular, would swell 
a volume larger than this whole narrative ! 
Shall therefore only notice such of the occur- 
rences which are most extraordinary. 

Captain Vandyke bore with an uncommon 
fortitude near twenty months’ confinement in 
this place, and in the mean time was very 
serviceable to others who were confined with 
him. The allegation against him, as the cause 
of his confinement, wav very extraordinary. 
He was accused of setting fire to the city of 
New York, (at the time the west part of it was 
consumedj when it was a known fact that he 
had been in the provost a week before the 
fire broke out ; and in like manner, frivolous 
were the ostensible accusations against most 
of those who were there confined; the case 
of two militia officers excepted, who were 
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taken in their attempting to escape from their 
parole ; and probably there may be some other 
instances which might justify such a confine- 
ment. 

Mr. William Miller, a committee man, 
from Westchester county, and State of New 
York, was taken from his bed in the dead of 
night, by his tory neighbors, and was starved 
for three days and nights in a department of 
the same gaol ; and to this the denial of fire, 
and that in a cold season of the year, in which 
time he walked day and night, to defend him- 
self against the frost, and w-hen he complained 
of such a reprehensible conduct, the word 
rebel or committee man was deemed by the 
enemy a sufficient atonement for any inhuman- 
ity that they could invent or inflict. He was 
a man of good natural understanding, a close 
and sincere friend to the liberties of America, 
and endured fourteen months’ cruel imprison- 
ment with that magnanimity of soul, which ” 
reflects honor on himself and country. 

Mnjor Levi Wells and Captain Ozias Bissel 
were apprehended and taken under guard from 
their parole on Long Island to the provost, 
on as fallacious preteuces as the former, and 
where they continued till their exchange took 
place, which was near five months. Their 
fidelity and zealous attachment to their coun- 
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try’s cause, which was more than commonly 
conspicuous was undoubtedly the real cause 
of their continement. 

Major Brinton Payne, Capt. Flahaved, and 
Capt. Randolph, who had at different times 
distinguished themselves by their bravery, 
especially at the several actions in which they 
were taken, was all the provocation they gave 
for which they suffered about a year’s con- 
finement each in the same filthy gaol. 

A few weeks after my confinement, on the 
like fallacious and wicked pretences, was 
brought to the same place, from his parole on 
Long Island, Major Otho Holland Williams, 
(now a full Colonel in the continental army.) 
In his character are united the gentleman, 
officer, soldier and friend; he walked through 
the prison with an air of great disdain ; said 
he, “Is this the treatment which gentlemen 
of the continental army are to expect from the 
rascally British, when in their power ? 

I Heavens forbid it !” He was continued 
there about five months, and then exchanged 
for a British Major. 

John Fell, Esq., now a member of Con- 
gress for the State of New Jersey, was taken 
from his own house by a gang of infamous 
tories, and by order of a British General was 
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sent to the provost, where he was continued 
near one year. The stench of the gaol, which 
was very loathsome and unhealthy, occasioned 
a hoarseness of the lungs, which proved fatal 
to many who were there confined, and re- 
duced this gentleman near to the point of death; 
he was indeed given over by his friends who 
were about him, and himself concluded he 
must die. I could not endure the thought 
that so worthy a friend to America should 
have his life stole from him in such a mean, 
base, and scandalous a manner, and that his. 
family and friends should be bereaved of so 
great and desirable a blessitig, as his further 
care, usefulness and examples, might prove to 
them. I therefore wrote a letter to General 
Robertson, who commanded in town, and 
being touched with the most sensible feelings 
of humanity, which dictated my pen to paint 
dying distress in such lively colors that it 
wrought conviction even on the obduracy of 
a British General, and produced his order to 
remove the now honorable John Fell, Esq., 
out of gaol to private lodgings in town ; in 
consequence of which he slowly recovered 
his health. There is so extraordinary a cir- 
cumstance which intervened, concerning this 
letter, that it is worth noticing. 



108 ETHAN ALLEN. 

Previous to the sending it, I exhibited the 
same to the gentleman on whose behalf it was 
wrote, for his approbation, and he forbid me 
to send it in the most positive and explicit 
terms ; his reason was, &‘ That the enemy 
knew by every morning’s report, the condi- 
tion of all the prisoners, mine in particular, 
as I have been gradually coming to my end 
for a considerable time, and they very well 
knew it, and likewise determined it shculd be 
accomplished, as they had served many others; 
‘that to ask a favor would give the merciless 
enemy occasion to triumph over me in my 
last moments, and therefore 1 will ask no 
favors from them, but resign myself to my 
supposed Me.” But the letter I sent with- 
out his knowledge, and I confess I had but 
little expectations from it, yet could not be 
easy till I had sent it. It may be worth a 
remark, that this gentleman was an English- 
man born, and from the beginning of the revo- 

&ion has invariably asserted and maintained 
the cause of liberty. 

The British have made so extensive an 
improvement of the provost during the present 
revolution till of late, that a very short defini- 
tion will be sufficient for the dullest appre- 
hensions. It may be with propriety called 
the British inquisition, and calculated to sup- 
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port their oppressive, measures and 
by supp.-essing the spirit of liberty ; 
place to confine the criniinals, an,d 

109 
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designs; 
as’ also a 
most in- 

!$mous wretches of their own army, where 
manj gentlemen of the American,army, and 
citizens theredf, were promiscuously confined, 
with every species of crimitials ; but they di- 
vided into different compartments, and kept 
ai ‘as great a reFq!e as circumstances pecmit- 
ted, but it was nevertheless at the bition df a 
villainous ‘sdrgeaflt who’had ihctih&ge of ttie 
provost, to take any gehtlemen fr&n thbir 
loom, and put them into the dungeon, which 
tias often the case. At two different times 
It, w&s taken down stairs for that purposa 
by a filth iif,soidiers wit+ ,fiz+j bayonets, avd 
thd sergeant “br&di!# 
time, and having bde;. “$ 

I& :.$w$id’ar the lame. 
roughi to the’ door of 

‘the dungeon, I there flattered the vanity of 
the’ser 

P 
Fant, whose name was Keaf, by which 

means Procared the .sorpr%ing favor to f$- 
turn to my companidns ,; but someof the h&h 
mettled young gentJ&ne’ti could not betir hJs 
insolence, asd determined’ to kekp at a dis- 
tance, and neither please or cjis ‘lease the 
villain, but m&e couJd keep cJear o P his abuse.; 
however mild measures were the best; he did 
not hesitate td call us dbmned rebeJs, an{%+ 
‘da with ;te corfrsest Jangua$e. The CBp’9 
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Flahaven, Randolph aod Mercyr* ‘were the 
objects of his most flagrant and repeated 
abuses, who were many times taken to the 
dungeon, and there continued at his pleasure. 
Captain Flahaven took cold in the dungeon, 

.snd was in a declining state ot: health, but an 
exchange deIivered him, and in qll probability 
saved his life. It was very mortifyibg to bear 
with the insolence of such a vicious qd ill- 
bred, imperious rascal. Remonstrtinces ag$nst 
him were preferred to the commander of ‘tlie 
totin,, but nd relief could be obtained, for his 
sup&i&s were undoubtedly well pJeased with 
his abusive conduct to the gentlemen, under 
the severities of his power, and remonstrating 
against his infernal conduct, only served to 
confirm him in authority, and fori ti realsbn 
I aever,,made any rq~~3trilltaitr h6.t ‘6 sub- % 
‘e&t, but only flittered him, for I kntiw. that 

$ e’was but a cat’s ‘paw in the hands of the 
@iiish officers, and that if he should use hs 
well, he would immediately be put out of that 
trust, and a worse man appoint’ed- to succeed 
him ; but there was no need of making any 
new appoiutinent, ‘for Cunningham, their prq- 
vost marshal, and Keaf, his deputy, were, b 
great rascals as their army could boast ‘of, 
except one Joshua Loriag, an iofamoys;tory, 
who was Commissary of prisoners, nor’ c’bn 
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any of those be supposed to be equally crim- 
inal with General Sir William Howe and his _ 
associates, who prescribed and directed the 
murders and cruelties which were by them 
perpetrated. This Loring is a monster ! 
There is not his like in human shape. He 
exhibits a smiling countenance, seems to wear 
a phiz. of humanity, but has been instrument: . 
aIly,capable,of the most consummate acts of. 
wickedness, (which, were &St& prp’ected by 
an abandoned British council, clot ed t with’ 
the authbrit 
itately in co d blood near or quite one thousand f 

of a. Howe) murdering premed- 

helpless prisoners, and that in the most clan- 
destine, W$ and. sham&l manner, at Neti 
York. ‘He, i~:&a,’ 
ardly, deceitfil and a9p 

s4. “4#j I “Pl’qj9g; 
estructltre ammal m 

creation below, and legions of infernal devils, 
with all their tremendous horrors, are impa- 
tieut!x.ready to receive @owe and -him, w,$@ 
all thew d&datable’ adcvmplices, into the m,& 
exquis’ite agonies of the’hvttest .re&on of.‘hel< 
fire. 

The sixth, day of July, ;777, Gen. St. 
Clair, and the army under his command; 
evacuated Ticbnderoga, and retreated with 
the main bpdy through Hubherdton iuto 
Castleton, which was bui six miles distance3 
when his rear-guard commanded by Cal; S.,&h 
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Warner, was attacked’ at Hubberdton by a 
body of the enemy of about two thousand 
commanded by Gen. Fraser. Warney’s com- 
mand consisted of his own and two other 
re$‘ments, viz. Fran&s’s and Hale’s, and 
some scattering and enfeebled ‘s,oldiers. His 

. whole number, according to inforination, was 
near or quite one thousand ; part of which . 
were Green M&ntain Boys ; about s&en 
hundred out. of the whole he ‘brought,int’o 
action. The enemy advanced boldly, and 
the two b&dies formed within about sixty 
yards of each other. Cal. Warner having 
formed his own regiment, and that of Cal. r 
Francis’s, did not wait for the enemy, byt ; - 
g?vci them a hearty fire from his whole lipe, 
and they returned .it, with ,gr?at bravery. 6’ It ,_ 
tias’by thi! ‘$i$‘dar-igt+us for i‘hore,of both / 

1 
parties, who were not preparkd for the world 
to come; but Col. Hale being, apprised of the 

I danger, never brought his regimeni to the’ 
1 charge, hut left Warner and Francis to stand 

the blowing of it, and fled, hut luckily fell in 
with an inconsiderable number of the enemy, 
and to his e!ernal shame, surrendered himsqlf I 
a prisoner.’ 

The conflict was very bloody. Cal. Fran- 
cis fen in the same, but Cal. Warner, and the 
officers under his command, as also the sol- j 

I 
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diery., behaved with great resolution. The, 
enemy broke, and gave way on the right and 
left, but formed again and renewed the attack ; 
in the mean time the British grenadiers, in the 
centre of the enemy’s line, maintained the, 
ground, and finally carried it with the point 
of t,he bayonet, and Warner retreated withre- 
luctanct. Our loss was about thirty men 
killed, and that of the enemy a,mounted ‘to 
three hundred killed, including a Major Grant. 
The enemy’s loss I learnt from the coofessiap 
of their own officers, when a prisoner with 
them. I heard them like.wise complain that 
the Green Mountain Boys took sigbt. The 
next movement of tbe enemy, of any matefial 
consequence,, w+s t&r $veTt&g, @enning4~, 
with a design to demoheh It, and subject is 
Mountaineers, to which they had a great aver- 
sion,, with fifteen hundred chosen men, includ- 
ing, tories, with the highest expectation of suc- 
cess,+and, having chosen an eminence of strong 
ground, fort$ied~ it with slight breast wwks, 
and two p,ieces of cannon ; but the. govern- 
ment of the young State of Vermont, being 
previously jealous of such an attempt of the 
enemy, and in due time had procured a num- 
ber of brave militia from the government of 
the State of New Hampshire, who together 
with- the n+ilitia of the north part of Bsr#shir~ 

1W 
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county, and State of Massachusetts, and tbo 
Green Mquntain Boys, constituted a body of 
desperadoes, under the command of the in- 
trepid General Stark, who in number were 
about equal to the enemy. Colonel Htrrick, 
who commanded the Green Mountain Rangers, 
and who was second in command, being thor- 
oughly acquainted with the ground where the 
enemy had’ fortified, proposed to attack them 
intheir works upon all parts, at the same time. 
This plan being adopted, by the General and 
his council of war, the lit& militia brigade of 
undisciplined heroes, with their long brown 
firelocks, (the best security of a free people,) 
without either cannon or bayonets, was, on the 
16th day of August, led on to the attack by 
their bold commanders, in the face of the ede- 
my’s dreadful fire, (a&to the astonishment of 
the world, and burl&que of discipline) carried 
every part of their lines in less than one quar- 
ter of an hour after the attack became gqneral, 
took their cannon, killed and captivated more 
than two thirds of their number, which im- 
tiortalized General Stark, and made Benning- 
ton famops to posterity. 

Among the enemy’s slain was found Colonel 
Baum, their commander, a Colonel Pfester, 
who headed an infamous gang of tories, and a 
large part of his command ; and among the 
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prisoners was Major Mcihome, their second 
in dommand, a number of British and Hessian 
oficers, surgeons, &c., and more than one 
hundred of the afore-mentioned P%ster’s com- 
mand. The prisoners being colhxted togeth- 
er, were sent to the meeting-house in the 
town, by a strong guard, and General Stark, 
not imagining any present danger, the militia 
scattered from him to rest, and refresh them- 
selves ; in this situation he was on a sudden 
attacked by a reinforcement of eleven hundred 
of the enemy, commanded by a Governor 
Skene, with !wo field pieces. They advanced 
in regular order, and kept up an incessant fire, 
especially from their field pieces, and the re- 
maining militia retreating slowly before them, 
disputed the ground inch by inch. The ene- 
my were heard to halloo to them, saying, 
“ stop Yankies.” 

In the mean time Colonel Warner, with 
about one hundred and thirty men of his regi- 
ment, (who were not in the first action) arrived 
and attacked the enemy with great fury (being 
determined to have ample revenge on account 
of the late quarrel at Huhber&on) which 
brought them to a stand, and soon after Gen. 
Stark and Cal. Herrick brdught on more of 
the scattered militia, and the action became 

9 
eneral ; in a few minutes the enemy we 
orbed from their cannon, gave way on all’ 



parts and. fit+ and the shquts of victory were 
a seconds time proclairped in favor of the 
militia. The enemy’s loss in killed add pris- 
oners, in .th@e two actions, amounted to more 
than twelve hnndred men, and our loss did 
not exceed fiftjl men. This u:+s a bitter stroke 
to the enemy,. $ut their pride wcg~ld Pot per- 
mit them to hesitate hut that they co@ van- 
quish the country, and as a spec,imen af !h+ir 
arrogancy, I shall insert General Bprgoyna’s 

PROCLAMATION. 
“B JOHN BURGOYNE, Esquire, Lieutenant- 

4eneralof hir JMajesty)s armiesin &me&a, 
ColoneE of the Queen’s regiment of light 
dragoons, Governor of Fort William in 
North Britain, one of the Represent&w 
of the Commons of Great_ B$ain i~’ P&k:’ 
i~arnbnt; and ‘cobaiindikg w ,Q&J and 

Jleet employed on an expedition from Can- 
ada, &c. &c. &c. 
“ The forces entrusted to my command 

are designed to act in conceit and u,pon a corn- 
mon principle, with the numer’ous armies and 
fleets which already display in every quarter 
of America, the power, ‘the justice, and when 
properly sought. the mere of the king. 4 

“ The caus4. in which: t g e British arms r& 
thus exerted; applies to the most’affe&g in- 
fereqtq bf tb &an heart; ax@ thi military 
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servants of the crown, at first called forth for 
the purpose pf restoring the rights of the aon- 
stitution, now combine with love of their 
country, and duty to their sovereign, ihe other 
extensive incitements which spring from a due 
sense of the generai privileges bf mankind. 
To the eyes and ears of the temperate part of 
the public, and to;t,he breasts of suffering thou- 
sands in the provmces, be the melancholy ap- 
peal, whether the present unnatural rebellion 
has not been made a foundation. for the 
completest jystem of tyrann that e,ver God 
in his displeasure, suffered or a time to be I 
exercised over a froward and stubborn gener,- 
ation. 

‘C Arbitrary imprisonment, co&cation aof 
property, persecution and torture, unprece- 
dented in the inquisitions of the Romish church, 
are among the palpable enormities that verify 
the affirmative. These “are inflicted by as- 
semblies and corn&tees, wbo dare to profess ’ 
then&elves friends to liberty, upon the must 
quiet subjects, without distinctlot of age or 
sex, for the sole crime, often for the sole sus- 
picion, of having adhered in principle to the 
government under which thej were born, and 
to which by every tie, divine and, human, they, 
owe allegiance. To consummate these shock- 
ing proceedings, the profanation of religion is 
added to the most profligate prostitution of 

, 
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common reason ; the consciences of men are 
set at nought ; and multitudes are compelled 
not only to bear arms, but also tb swear sub- 
jection to an usurpation they abhor. 

“ Animated by these consid,erations ; ‘at the 
head of troops in the ,fnll powers of health, 
discipline, and valor ; determined to strike 
sphere necessary, and anxious to spare where 
possible, I by these presents invite and exhort 
all persons, in all places where the progress 
of this army may point,-and by tbe blessing 
of God ,I will extend it far,-to maintain, such 

a ,cjondubt as may justify me in protecting their 
lands, habitntions and families. The intention 
of this address is to hold forth security, not 
depredation to the country. To those whom 
spirit and principle may induce,!9 qaFt&o”Be 

F 
Iorio~~ t&.ofi r&~maing.tkit;~ c;oWrymen 

, .top, dypggw, a& w+wtblkJwg thg @xv 
ipg+t of legal government, I offer encoprage- 
ment and employment ; and upon the first iu: 
telligence of their asspctations, I will find 
,means to assist their undertakings. The do- 
mestic, the industrious, the infirm, and even 
the timid inhabitants, I am desirous to protect, 
provided they retnain quietly at their houses ;: 
that they do not suffer their cattle to be re- 
moved, nor their corn or forage to be secreted, 
or destroyed,; that they do not break up their 
bridges or roads ; nor by any other act, di- 
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rectly or indirectly, endeavor to obstruct the 
operations bf the king’s troops, or supply or 
assist those of the enemy. Every species of 
provision bibwght to my camp, will be paid 
for at an ,equit&ble rate, and in solid ‘coin. 

“ In con+.c+iousness of christianity, my royal 
master’s clemency, and the honor of soldier- 
ship, I have dvrtelt upon this invitation; alld 
wished f6r more persuasive tetms to give it 
iinpression. And let not people be led to 
disregard it,’ by considb&g their+d$tahce from 
the imniediate sittiation of my camp. I have 
but,ti.give &etch to the Indian forces under 
my direction, and they amount to thousands, 
to oveftake the hardened en&mies .of Grebt 
Britain and America : I consider them the 
same ‘iv?iiiCVer ‘.tw;tieiy hrk. 

“ If notwithstaiidihg t!ie$e ktidettvols, and 
sincere inclinations to effect them, the phrenty 
of hostility should remain, I trust ‘I shall itand 
acqriitted in the eyes of God aWi&n, in de- 
nouncing and exek&idg the iehgeance of the 
state agaiast the wiiful outcaste. The mes- 
sengel;J of justice and of wrath await them 
in the field ; and devastation, famine, and ev- 
ery concomitint horror that a reluctant but 
indisp&isahle pr&ecutibn of militar duty must 
occasion, will bear the wa to t leir-retuin. iy 

J. &JRWYNE. 
BY ides of Hia *Rx clleney the Lieutenant Qendral, 

ROBERT KING&ON Set 
Sk 

Camp war Ticooderoge, h Jily, 1777. 

-*; ,( x.3 
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General Burgoyne was still the toast; and 
the severities towards the prisoners were in 
great measure increased or diminished, in pro- 
portion to the expectation of conquest. His 
very ostentatious Proclamation was in the 
hand and mouth of most of the soldiery, es- 
pecially the tories, and from it their faith was 
raised to assurance. I wish my..Gountrymen 
in general could but have an i&a of the as- 
suming tyranny, and haughty, malevolent, and 
insolent behavior of the enemy at that time ; 
and from thehce discern the intolerable calam- 
ities which this country have extricated them- 
selves from by their public spiritedness and 
bravery. The downfall of,General Burgoyne 
and surrender of his whole army, dashed the 
aspiring hopes and expectations of the enemy, 
and brought lo,w the imperisus -qkit *ofi an 
apalent, ~puiswnt sad haughty nation, and 
&de the tories bite the grotind with anguish, 
exalting the valor of the free-born suns of 
America, and raised their fame and. that of 
their brave commanders to the clouds, and 

‘immortalized General Gates with laurels of 
eternal duration. 

No sooner,had the knowledge of this inter- 
esting and mighty event. reached His Most 
Cbristian Majesty, who in Europe shines with 
a superior lustre in goodness, policy aud arms, 
but the illustrious potentate, auspiciously in- 
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fluenced by Heaven to promote the reciprocal 
interest and happiness of the ancient kingdom 
of France, and the new and rising States of ’ 
America, passed the great and decisive de- 
cree, that the United States of America, 
should be Free and Independent. Vaunt 
no more Old England ! consider you’are hut 
an island ! and that your power has been con- 
tinued longer than the exercise of your hu- 
manity. Order your broken and vanquished 
battalions to retire from America, the scene 
of your cruelties. Go home and repent in 
dust and sackloth for your aggravated crimes. 
The cries of bereaved parents, widows, and 
orphans, reach the Heavens, and you are 
abominated by every friend to America. Take 
your friends the tories with you, and be’gone, 
and drink deep of the cup of humiliation. 
Make peace with the princes of the house of 
Bourbon, for you are in no condition to wage 
war with them. Your veteran soldiers are ’ 
fallen in America, and your glory is departed. 
Be quiet and pay your debts, especially for 
the hire of the Hessians. There is no otber 
way for you to get into credit again, but hy 
reformation and plain honesty, which you 
have despised ; for your power is by no means 
sufficient to support your vanity. I have had * 
opportunity to see 4 great deal of it, and felt 
its severe effects, and learned lessons of wis-” 

11 
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I' 
dom and policy, when I wore your heavy 
irons, and bore your bitter revilings and re- 
yroaches. I .have something of a smattering 
of pbilosopby, and understand human nature 
in all its stages tolerably well ; am tboroughly 
acquainted with your national crimes, and 
assure you that they not only cry aloud for 
Heaven’s vengeance, but excite mankind to 
rise up against you. Virtue, wisdom’ and 
policy, are in a national sense always connect- 
ed with power, or in other words, power is 

I their of&p+, and such power as is not di- 
rected by virtue, wisdom and policy, never 

. fails finally to destroy itself as yours has done. 
I It is so in the nature of things, and unfit that 

it should be otherwise ; for if it was not SO* 

vanity’, .injustice, and oppr&siou, mighh r&In 
triurpphanc for+var. I know yau ,have mdic 
viduals, who still r&n their virtue, and con- 
sequently their honor and humanity. Those 
I really pity, as they must more or less suffer 
&the calamity, in which the nation is plunged; 
but as a nation I hate and despise you. 

My affections are Frenchified. I glory in 
Louis the sixteenth, the generous and power- 

/ ful ally of thsse States ; am fond of aconnec- 
, tion with so enterprising, learned, pohte, cour- 

teous, and commercial a nation, and am sure 
tbat I express the sentiments and feelings of 
all the friends to the present revolution. I 
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begin to learn the French tongue, and recom- 
mend it to my countrymetr before Hebrew, 
Greek or Latin, (provided but one of them 
only are to be attended to) for the trade and 
commerce of these States in future must inev- 
itably shift its channel from England to France, 
Spain and Portugal ; and therefore the states- 
man, politician an4 merchant, need be ,ac- 
quainted with their several languages, particu- 
IarJy the French, .wbich is much in vogue in 
most parts of Europe. Nothing could have 
served so effectually to illuminate, polish and 
enrich these States as the present revolution, 
as well as preserve their liberty. Mankind 
are naturally too national, even to the degree 
of bigotry, and qommerciai : inhxcourse v&b 
foreign nations has a great and necessary ten- 
dency to improve mankind, and erase the su- 
perstition of the mind by acquainting them 
that human nature, policy and interest,%are the 
same in all nations, at&at&e sametime they 
are bartering commodities for the conveniences 
and happiness of each nation, they may recip- 
rocally exchange such part of their customs 
and m,annecs as may be beneficial, and learn 
to extend charity and good w’ill to the whole 
world of mankind. 

I was confined in the provost-gaol at New 
York the 26th day of August, and continued 
here to the third day of May, 1778, when C 
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1 
was taken out under guard, and conducted to 

, a sloop in the harbor at New York, in which 
I was guarded to Staten Island, to General 
Campbell’s quarters, where I was admitted to 
eat and drink with the General and several 
other of the British field officers, and treated 
for two days in a polite manner. As I was 
drinking wine with them one evening, I made 
an observation on mj transition from the pro- 
vost-criminals to the company of genilemen, 
adding, that I was the same man still, and 
should give the British credit by him, (speak- 
ing to the General) far two days’ good usage. 

i 
The next day Colonel Archibald Campbell 

(who: was exchanged for me) came to this 
place, conducted by Mr. Boudinot, the thep 

. American commissary of prisoners, and sa- 
luted me in a handsome manner, saying that 
he never was more glad to see any gentleman 
in his life. I ,gave him to understand that I 
was equally glad to see him, and was appre- 
hensive that it was from the same motive. 

I The gentlemen present laughed at the fancy, I 
I and conjectured that sweet liberty was the 

foundation of our gladness ; so we took a glass 
1 of wine together, and then I was accompanied 

e by General Campbell, Col. Campbell, Mr. 
Boudinot, and a number of Rritish officers, to 
the boat, which was ready to sail to Eliza- :i bethtown Point. Meanwhile I entertained 

JI 
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them with a reheats61 of the cruelties exercised 
towards out prisoners ; and assured tbem that 
I should use my influence that their prisoners 
should be treated in future in the same manner 
as they should in future treat outs ; that I 
thought it was right, in such cases, tbat their 
example should be applied to their own pris- 
oners ; then exchanged the decent ceremonies 
of compliment, and parted. I sailed ‘to the 
Point aforesaid, and in a transport of joy, 
landed on liberty ground ; and as I advanced 
into tbe country, received the acclamations of 
a grateful people. 

I soon fell into company with Colonel shell 
den, of the light hors?, ti110, in a polite and 
ol$ging manner, accompanied me to head 
‘quarters, Valley Forge, where I was cour- 
teously received by General Washington, 
with peculiar marks of his approbation and 
esteem, and was introduced to most of the 
Generals and many of the principal officers of 
the army, who tteated.me with respect ; and 
after having offered General Washington my 
further service, in behalf of my country, as 
soon as my he&h (which was much impaired) 
would admit, and obtained his license to return 
home, I took my leave of his Excellency, and 
s&t out from Valley Forge with Genera1 Gates 
and his suite for Fishkill, where we arrived 
the latter end of May. In thig tout the Gen- 

12 
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era1 was pieased to treat me with the familiarity 
of a companion, and generosity of a lord ; 
and to him I made known some striking cir- 
cumstances which occurred in the course of 
my captivity. I then bid farewell to my noble 
General and the gentlemen of his retinue, and 
set out for Bennington, the capitr4 of the 
Green Mountain Boys, wbeio I arrived the 
evening of the last day of Ma,y to their great 
surprise ; for I was, to them as one rose Rorn 
the dead, and now their joy and mine was 
complete. Three cannon were fired that eve- 
ning, and next morning Col. H&rick gave 
orders, and fourteen mdre were discharged, 
W2koming me to Bennington, my usual place 
of abode * ,-thirteen for the United States, and 
ooe for young Vermont. 

ASter ti ce~enmny we t&led; we moved 
the flowing tiowl ; and rural f&&y, sweetened 
witb friendship, glowed in each countenance ; 
and, dritb loyal healths to ‘the rising States of 
America, concluded that evening ; apd with 
the same’ loyal spirit, I now conclude my 
narrative. , 


