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1 COLONIAL AMERICA

What Is a Document?

o the historian, a document is,
quite simply, any sort of histori-
cal evidence. It is a primary
source, the raw material of his-
tory. A document may be more than the
expected government paperwork, such as a
treaty or passport. It is also a letter, diary,
will, grocery list, newspaper article, recipe,
memoir, oral history, school yearbook, map,
chart, architectural plan, poster, musical
score, play script, novel, political cartoon,
painting, photograph—even an object.

Using primary sources allows us not
just to read about history, but to read his-
tory itself. It allows us to immerse ourselves
in the look and feel of an era gone by, to
understand its people and their language,
whether verbal or visual. And it allows us
to take an active, hands-on role in (re)con-
structing history.

Using primary sources requires us to
use our powers of detection to ferret out
the relevant facts and to draw conclusions
from them; just as Agatha Christie uses the
scores in a bridge game to determine the
identity of a murderer, the historian uses
facts from a variety of sources—some, per-
haps, seemingly inconsequential—to build
a historical case.

The poet W. H. Auden wrote that his-
tory was the study of questions. Primary
sources force us to ask questions—and
then, by answering them, to construct a
narrative or an argument that makes sense
to us. Moreover, as we draw on the many
sources from “the dust-bin of history,” we
can endow that narrative with character,
personality, and texture—all the elements
that make history so endlessly intriguing.

Image Not Available

Cartoon

This political cartoon addresses the issue of church and
state. It illustrates the Supreme Court’s role in balancing
the demands of the First Amendment of the Constitution
and the desires of the religious population.
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Ilustration
[llustrations from
children's books,
such as this
alphabet from the
New England
Primer, tell us
bow children were
educated, and
also what the
religious and
moral values of
the time were.
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Treaty

A government document such as this
Map 1805 treaty can reveal not only the
A 1755 Briish map of details of government policy, but
Tndia shows the region prior information about the people who

o 7 signed it. Here, the Indians’ names
fo Bml?b colomza‘tton, an were written in English translitera-
mdtcattorf of the kmgdom? tion by U.S. officials; the Indians
am{, provinces whost etbmic added pictographs to the right of
divisions would resurface their names
later in Indias bistory. '
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Literature

The first written version of the Old English epic Beowulf,
from the late 10th century, is physical evidence of the tran-
sition from oral to written bistory. Charred by fire, it is
also a physical record of the wear and tear of history.
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How to Read a Document

here are many ways to approach

the history of colonial America.

One might simply read some of

the many books about the period
written in our own times. One might also
go directly to the sources themselves and
read what historians read: primary source
material, or documents written by people
who lived during that peculiar period in our
history. Primary sources give the reader an
opportunity to become his or her own his-
torian, to engage with some of the very
same documents that professional histori-
ans use when piecing together the stories of
the early American past.

Such documents might include hand-
written letters or diary entries, or printed
material such as sermons, political pam-
phlets, almanacs, government documents,
or newspapers. These are fairly convention-
al sources. It is not difficult, for instance, to
extract information from the page excerpt-
ed here from the May 3, 1733, edition of
Benjamin Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette.

Other kinds of documents are, at first
glance, somewhat less revealing. Perhaps the
most important of these are material arti-
facts: furniture, Indian ceremonial objects,
weapons, clothing, tools, houses, and other
things acquired by the peoples of colonial
America. Careful study of such things, how-
ever, can reveal much about how the peoples
of early America organized their households,
how they treated personal property, and
how possessions defined families, as they
were passed from one generation to the next.
Combined with more familiar sorts of writ-
ten or printed documents, such artifacts
allow us to assemble a more complete and
vivid picture of life in colonial America.

Source

By the middle of the 18th century, every colonial city had at least one
regularly printed newspaper. Next to word of mouth, these cheap
periodicals became the primary source of news and information for
colonists. Perhaps the most influential colonial newspaper—the
source of this advertisement—was Benjamin Franklin's Penusylvania
Gazette, first printed in December 1728. It set the standard for colonial
newspapers with its combination of political and social commentary,
news, advertising, and amusing anecdote.

Fine Print

As the central source of information in the colonies, newspapers
came to serve a crucial role in the business affairs of colonists. In a
series of finely printed columns, the newspapers ran announcements
and advertisements such as these. The first advertisement annouce-
mences an exchange of paper currency and the second offers a slave
woman and her two children for sale. A newspaper’s fine print pro-
vides significant information about the colonial economy—including
the types of “goods" for sale, the price of goods, methods of pay-
ment, and details about the "goods” themselves.

Material Culture

Historians often use the phrase “material culture” when referring to
the things of everyday life. Objects such as this chest reveal what the
colonists purchased, what they made, what they traded, what they
sold, and what they used to help them live and work. These material
goods also provide information about colonial manufacturing and
craftsmanship.

Status

Much as in our own day, things in colonial America had the power
to confer status on their owners. They, as much as education or ways
of personal conduct, distinguished prominent colonists from ordinary
ones. Something so simple as this small chest made in 1679 for
Thomas Hart of Lynnfield, Massachusetts, would have been afford-
able only for well-to-do New Englanders.

Style

The fine carving that gives Hart's chest its distinct style also distin-
guishes it as an object of particular value. Hart's initials and the
date the chest was made are carved in the decorative center star.
Only a person of means could afford to pay for such stylish embell-
ishments as these that transformed an ordinary chest into a desir-
able work of craftsmanship.
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“No event has been
so interesting to
mankind in general,
and to the inhabi-
tants of Europe in
particular, as the

discovery of the

New World."
—Abbé Raynal, A
Philosophical and
Political History of
the Settlements and
Trade of the Europeans
in the East and West
Indies, 1777

The prominent placement of three
English monarchs— Elizabeth 1,
James I, and Charles [—at the top
of this frontispiece to Captain Jobn
Smith’s bistory of Englands early
colonial ventures might give the
impression that they were closely
involved with the goings-on in their
new American colonies. In fact, they
had little real involvement. Only
after the Powhatan rebellion of
1622, when the death and mayhem
in Virginia became uncontrollable,
did Charles I intervene.

Introduction

he colonial era of U.S. history is a paradoxical era. It is part

of the history of the United States, and yet it precedes the

existence of the United States. It is the longest period of

U.S. history, spanning nearly two centuries, and arguably
much less well understood than the antebellum period, the Gilded
Age, the Great Depression, and all the other periods that it preced-
ed. It is an era with many qualities we associate with our own times,
such as large movements of peoples, ethnic diversity, contentious
politics, international economic relations, religious pluralism, and
social conflict.

And yet, it is also perhaps the most distant and foreign period of
ULS. history. It was an era when ordinary people believed things many
of us would find astonishing—they believed in magic and evil spirits;
they explained the seasons and the weather in terms of astrological
signs; they blamed themselves for random events like hurricanes, solar
eclipses, fires, and crop failure; and perhaps most curious of all, they
had very little sense of their own place in history.

Unlike virtually every generation of Americans after them, mem-
bers of the several colonial generations did not think they were remak-
ing their world or living through the dawn of some kind of new era.
Instead, they generally believed that little had changed and little
would change in their lifetimes. Even those many English men and
women who came to America because they had grown weary of the
corrupt ways of the Old World did not envision in America a wholly
new, modern world. Rather, they envisioned a colonial world that
restored the morality and order of times past; that is, they envisioned
a return to an earlier, better age. To the extent that these people
believed the world did change, they generally believed it would do so
because of forces that were beyond the comprehension and control of
ordinary people—forces that, at the very least, were initiated by a
select number of powerful men, and, at the very most, were unleashed
by God Himself.

What could be further from our way of viewing the world today?
For us, the world is a place of constant and dramatic change, a place
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where each day yields wholly new phenomena and inventions.
We are constantly being told about “revolutions” in our midst—
revolutions in medicine, in information technology, in transporta-
tion, in finance, in the organization of the family and the work-
place. All of these revolutions, we have come to believe, will
change our world in ways we can only begin to grasp.

Revolutionary change is thus a way of life for us. For colonial
Americans, nothing could have been further from the case. Indeed,
even the word "revolution” had different connotations for most of
the colonial era from those familiar to us. Far from signifying sud-
den, irreversible historical change, revolution meant something
akin to the movements of the planets. They revolve around each
other; a full revolution involves a return to an original position. To
speak of a “revolution” in 17th- or early 18th-century America was
thus to speak of a return—a return to earlier conditions. It was not
to speak of an irrevocable break with the past.

Although most colonial Americans had little sense that they
were part of a revolutionary age, the reality was very, very differ-
ent. Ordinary people in the colonial era did initiate change—vast
and far-reaching change. And whether they knew it or not, they
participated in the creation of a new kind of society. Indeed, one
would be hard pressed to identify a period of U.S. history in
which change was as dramatic and singular as that which overtook
the peoples of colonial America.

In this book, we will explore some of these changes and con-
sider some of the ways they reshaped life in colonial America. But
before doing that, we should consider exactly what is meant by
“colonial America.”

What Is “Colonial America?

The phrase “colonial America” is, in some sense, misleading. It
suggests the existence of a single geopolitical entity in the New

“There are no colonies of which
f World, perhaps having a single, unified history. In fact, no such

the progress bas been more rﬂpld entity ever existed. For most of the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries

than that Of the E”glisb in America was a battleground for European nations competing for
o, control of lands and precious materials. Spain, Portugal, Holland,
North America.

—Scottish economist battle, and all claimed territories in the New World. The com-

France, Russia, and England all found themselves engaging in this

L1 plexity of this imperial contest was particularly evident in North
Adam Smith in The Armert . :
merica—perhaps more so than anywhere else in the Americas

Wealth Of Nations (1776) except the Caribbean. Colonial America was thus in some sense
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In 1605, two groups of English
merchants—one from London,
the other from the port cities of
Bristol, Excter, and Plymouth—
petitioned King James I for per-
mission to establish two colonies
in North America. The petition
was accepted and in 1606 the
London and Plymouth Companies
came into being. The former was
granted exclusive control over
Virginia and the latter exclusive
control over New England. This
1614 map charts the early settle-

] t of New England.
Image Not Available ment of New Englan

not a single geographic or political entity, but a variety of entities
created by a series of European powers, all seeking to exploit the
resources of the New World.

For the purposes of this volume, though, colonial America
refers to only some of those entities—colonies established and
maintained by England and a greater Britain on mainland North
America before the end of the Seven Years War in 1763. Those
colonies, which eventually numbered 13 in all and which histori-
ans have come to call "British North America,” constituted a part
of Britain's overseas empire, and in the view of some scholars a
rather unimportant part at that. Relative to Britain's other posses-
sions, particularly the island colonies of the Caribbean, the main-
land colonies produced only modest wealth and elicited equally
modest attention from the government. But, it was in part their
relative insignificance that allowed the mainland colonies to
develop in unique ways—ways that made them fertile ground for
the sorts of ideas and social tensions that gave rise to what at the
time of its creation was a most curious and novel entity: the
United States.




”Acolony is to the mother-country as a
member [limb] to the body, deriving its
action and its strength from the general prin-
ciple of vitality; receiving from the body, and
communicating to it, all the benefits and evils

of health and disease; liable in dangerous mal-

adies to sharp [medical] applications, of
which the body however must partake the
pain; and exposed, if incurably tainted, to
amputation, by which the body likewise will
be mutilated.”

—English lexicographer Samuel Johnson in
"Tyrrany no Tyrrany; An Answer to the
Resolutions and Address of the American
Congress” (1775)

1 COLONIAL AMERICA

Why Study Colonial America?

There are many reasons to study colonial America.
Perhaps the most obvious is simply that it tells us much
about the origins of the United States. It tells us about
what sorts of people inhabited North America, what
these people did, what they believed, and how they
organized their families, their businesses, their govern-
ments, and their churches. And it allows us to see
how these people’s actions may have influenced subse-
quent developments, particularly the earthshaking rev-
olution that swept British North America in the 1770s
and 1780s.

Although there can be little doubt that Britain's
American colonies gave rise to the United States, the
fact remains that before the 1770s, virtually no colonist
envisioned such an independent nation. How could
they? Almost everything they did bound them to
England (and later Great Britain) and a larger Atlantic
world. Nearly all their commerce was made possible by
Britain's control of Atlantic trade routes; their politics
were to varying degrees shaped by British government
appointees and ideas originating in tumultuous British
provincial politics; their religious life was dispropor-
tionately shaped by ministers sent from Britain or
trained in British theology:.

Much of the labor that made the colonies econom-
ically viable came directly from Britain or was supplied
by British slave traders. And those colonists who could
afford to do so worked almost without end to disasso-
ciate themselves from the cultural and social backwater
in which they lived. Their ultimate aim was to become
like their countrymen who circulated in cosmopolitan
England: learned, sociable beings with friends in the
highest places.

One of the great riddles of early ULS. history is this
state of affairs: British North America was oriented in
almost every way toward Great Britain, the mother
country. And yet it broke away from Great Britain and
became a wholly new kind of nation, a nation that
came to bear little resemblance to its colonial prede-
cessor, let alone to Great Britain itself. How was this
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possible? To answer this question, we must begin by
looking at colonial America.

This sort of riddle suggests another justification
for studying colonial America. Doing so provides an
opportunity for learning about people who lived in a
world very different from our own. That world, as
one historian has memorably described it, is “The
World We Have Lost." It is a world where ordinary
people believed things and did things that are almost
inconceivable in our own day. And like anthro-
pologists who uncover alien and foreign cultures, so
students of colonial America must struggle to recon-
struct thoughts, attitudes, and experiences sharply
different from their own. It is a kind of struggle
generally not required of students exploring other
periods of U.S. history. But it is, nonetheless, an
essential and rewarding struggle for anyone seeking
a full understanding of the history of this country.

The extent to which colonists iden-
tified with Great Britain is illus-
trated by the British flags on a
trade card used by the colonial
merchant Joseph Webb to advertise
his wares.

”Europe set its glory, its power, and
its salvation in far-off, precarious,
and useless possessions, purchased
at great expense, exploited at great
expense, maintained at great expense.”

—Pierre Joseph André Roubaud, in
Histoire ge'ne'rale de I'Asie, de I'Afrique et du
I"Amerique (General history of Asia,
Africa, and America, 1770-1775)
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Chapter Ome

England
Expands

ngland’s interest in the New World arose in fits and starts

through the course of the 16th and early 17th centuries. As a

relatively poor and weak nation, a nation divided by political

faction and the great Reformation struggle between
Protestants and Catholics, the small island nation had neither the will
nor the resources to entertain ambitious plans to colonize the
Americas. But by the last quarter of the 16th century, global politics,
and particularly religious tensions throughout Europe, compelled the
English monarch, Queen Elizabeth I, to consider establishing colonial
settlements in America.

What is striking is not so much that England eventually had
designs on America, but rather that although it took nearly a century
for those designs to be realized, they nonetheless rested on a profound
ignorance of the New World. Perhaps the most acute expression of
this was the fact that English promoters of colonization entertained
often-sincere hopes that all the Americas were like Mexico and Peru—
regions in which the Spaniards had found large, valuable reserves of
gold and silver. Nothing could have been further from the truth. As
we will see, the first English colonists, expecting to find such precious
materials near coastal Virginia, were sorely disappointed.

None of this is meant to suggest that the English were stupid or
naive. Knowledge moved slowly in the 16th century. Books and
atlases were scarce; literacy was common but far from universal in
England, and much navigational and geographic knowledge was
enshrouded in obscure ancient texts written in Latin or Greek. The
As this Belgian map sugqests, great explorer Christopher Columbus himself depended on the works

less than one bundred years after of Claudius Ptolemy, the second-century astronomer and geographer
Columbus landed in the New World,
little of America’s Atlantic Coast

remained unexplored. ever ventured beyond the rim of the Mediterranean Sea.

from Alexandria, and other ancient geographers, few of whom had




“[The true seamen will take] charge of the
Ship upon them, . . . hoyst forth of the quiet
port into the ruffe and boisterous Ocean,
where they shall behold many hideous moun-
tains of high threatening billowes, and raging
waves, tempestuous gusts, with hayle, raine,
and thunder, Shifts of winds, and counter Seas,
... being deprived of Sun, Moone and Starres
for long season, . . . | doe not allow any to be
a good Sea-man that hath not . . . in his youth
bin bouth taught and inured to all labours; for
to keepe a warme Cabbin and lye in sheets is
the most ignoble part of a Sea-man; but to
endure and suffer, as a hard Cabbin, cold and
salt Meate, broken sleepes, mould[y] bread,
dead beere, wet Cloathes, want of fire, all
these are within board.”

—Luke Foxe, in The Voyages of Captain Luke
Foxe of Hull (1635)

1 COLONIAL AMERICA

Exploratory expeditions were the best source of accurate
geographical information, but they were costly and extremely
hazardous. So difficult were such journeys, especially when this
involved crossing the Atlantic, it is a wonder they ever succeeded
at all. Sailors on the open oceans could expect their months
aboard the “wooden world" of the sailing ship to be downright
wretched. Ships were crowded, wet, and cold places; food was
always scarce, and what food there was was often spoiled. Fresh
water was even scarcer. Indeed, it constituted a virtual liquid gold
in the vast desert that was the Atlantic Ocean. Shipboard diseases
such as scurvy, caused by a vitamin C deficiency, were common-
place, and visits to foreign ports often exposed crews to yellow
fever, malaria, typhus, dysentery, and other diseases.

As if these perils did not make long-range voyages miserable
enough, seamen faced the constant threat of storms—storms that
at best tossed wooden sailing vessels around like toy boats, and at
worst, smashed them to splinters. Beyond this, navigation, espe-
cially in unfamiliar waters, was still partly a guessing game. To take
just one example: 16th-century navigational charts (maps of the
seas mariners use to keep themselves in safe waters) were crude
even for European coastal areas, and for the Americas, they hard-
ly existed at all. And then there were the pirates to consider. By
the end of the 16th century, piracy had become an ordinary part
of life in the Atlantic. Cruising coastal waters of Europe, Africa,
and the Americas, these seaborne criminals harassed, intimidated,
robbed, and often killed sailors.

So, although English interest in America had been germinating
for more than three-quarters of a century before any Englishmen
actually settled there, the information that inspired that interest
was minimal. Beyond this, much of that information came from
men who had an interest in encouraging England to explore and
colonize America—men who were the 16th-century equivalent of
our modern-day real-estate promoters. These individuals saw in
the New World the potential for immense profits, and believed
that if they could convince both the monarch and ambitious
Englishmen that the Americas were worth settling, they could real-
ize those profits. They were, in a sense, propagandists for colo-
nization, with little incentive to depict the New World accurately.

When trying to understand England’s earliest interest in
America, we are thus left to study ill-informed and often deliber-
ately misleading documents. Nevertheless, these documents are
worth examining in some detail. When read carefully, they reveal
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some of the different reasons for English interest in the New
World. But they also explain some of the mistakes made by early
colonists—mistakes that often had catastrophic results. England's
earliest American colonial ventures were immensely costly in both
money and lives. And those costs owed much to the scarcity of
valid information about what English men and women would find
when they came to America. To be fair, however, they also owed
something to the rising ambitions and expectations of an English
nation, a nation that by 1600 had experienced a revolution in its
self-image. Englishmen were beginning to see themselves as a
people with a special kind of character, a kind of character that
would allow them to rule the seas and build a vast intercontinen-
tal empire.

England and Europe Look West

Fifteenth-century Italy was a breeding ground for ambitious,
adventuresome, and learned navigators, of whom Colum-

bus is only the most famous—or perhaps just the luckiest.

European colonization of the Americas
was in many ways simply the continu-
ation of processes that bad begun long
before. For most of the Middle Ages,
Europe continually expanded its com-
mercial ties with other continents. By
the 15th century, European merchants
such as those depicted bere were routine-
ly trading European for Asian goods in
the eastern Mediterranean.

"If we consider the many millions [in gold and
silver] which are dayly brought out of Peru into
Spaine, . . . we finde that by the abundant trea-
sure of that countrey the Spanish king vexeth
all the princes of Europe, and is become, in a
few yeeres, from a poore king of Castile, the
greatest monarch of this part of the world, and
likely every day to increase, if other princes
forslow the good occasions offered, and suffer
him to adde this empire to the rest, which by
farre exceedeth all the rest: if his golde now
indanger us, hee will then be unresistable.”

—Sir Walter Raleigh on the Spanish conquest
of Peru, from The Discovery of Guiana (1595)
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The Venetian-born seafarer Jobn Cabot
traveled to Seville and Lisbon before
finding in Bristol, England, support for

bis plans to sail west to Asia.

4“ COLONIAL AMERICA

Another was a man by the name of Giovanni Caboto, better
known as John Cabot. Like Columbus, Cabot believed that
Asia could be reached by sailing west, across the Atlantic, and
he set about trying to convince wealthy merchants and mon-
archs of this fact. In pursuit of his goal, Cabot made his way to
the maritime city of Bristol, England, and there acquired the
support of some local merchants, and eventually the English
king, Henry VII. With this sponsorship, Cabot was able to
undertake a series of exploratory ventures in the mid-1490s,
one of which appears to have brought him to the coast of
Nova Scotia or Cape Breton, in what is now Canada. Cabot
thought he had discovered northern Asia, the homeland of
Genghis Khan, but aside from enormous stocks of fish, his
voyages yielded little, and in 1498, he died at sea, still believ-
ing that he had found a way to the rich trading centers of
Asia. For the next decade, Cabot’s sons continued to pursue
their father’s Asian dream, but with little real success.
Nevertheless, the king’s initial interest in Cabot’s theo-
ries are plain. He clearly knew that if Cabot was right, and if
England could find an easy westerly way to Asia, the nation
would prosper and rise to greatness in much the way Portu-
gal, another small, obscure nation, was doing at the time. To
this end, he issued Cabot a “patent,” a legal agreement that
granted Cabot and his associates a series of privileges,
including control of any territories or nations they might dis-
cover. In return, the king expected, among other things, a siz-

able portion of any income generated by these exploits.

Be it known and made manifest that we have given and granted as
by these presents we give and grant, for us and our heirs, to our
well-beloved John Cabot, citizen of Venice, and to Lewis,
Sebastian and Sancio, sons of the said John, and to the heirs and
deputies of them, and of any one of them, full and free authority,
faculty and power to sail to all parts, regions and coasts of the
eastern, western and northern sea, under our banners, flags and
ensigns, with five ships or vessels of whatsoever burden and qual-
ity they may be, and with so many and with such mariners and
men as they may wish to take with them in the said ships, at their
own proper costs and charges, to find, discover and investigate
whatsoever islands, countries, regions or provinces of heathens
and infidels, in whatsoever part of the world placed, which before
this time were unknown to all Christians. We have also granted to
them and to any of them, and to the heirs and deputies of them



ENGLAND EXPANDST

and any one of them, and have given licence to set up our afore-
said banners and ensigns in any town, city, castle, island or main-
land whatsoever, newly found by them. And that the beforemen-
tioned John and his sons or their heirs and deputies may conquer,
occupy and possess whatsoever such towns, castles, cities and
islands by them thus discovered that they may be able to conquer,
occupy and possess, as our vassals and governors lieutenants and
deputies therein, acquiring for us the dominion, title and jurisdic-
tion of the same towns, castles, cities, islands and mainlands so
discovered: in such a way nevertheless that of all the fruits, prof-
its, emoluments, commodities, gains and revenues accruing from
this voyage, the said John and sons and their heirs and deputies
shall be bounden and under obligation for every their voyage, as
often as they shall arrive at our port of Bristol, at which they are
bound and holden only to arrive, all necessary charges and expens-
es incurred by them having been deducted, to pay us, either in
goods or money, the fifth part of the whole capital gained, we giv-
ing and granting to them and to their heirs and deputies, that they
shall be free and exempt from all payment of customs on all and
singular the goods and merchandise that they may bring back
with them from those places thus newly discovered. . . .

In witness whereof, etc. Witness ourself at Westminster on the

fifth day of March. By the King himself, etc.

Although the English Crown'’s interest in the New World
faded in the immediate aftermath of the Cabot journeys, a
constant flow of literature concerning the Americas inspired
some of England’s most learned authors and philosophers.
One such figure was the lawyer, intellectual, and statesman
Sir Thomas More. In 1516, he wrote his best-known work,
Utopia, which describes the fictitious travels of Raphael
Hythlodaye, who stumbles upon the Isle of Utopia on a voy-
age to America. Utopia was a kind of ideal society, a society
lacking in much of the selfishness, greed, and corruption
More saw as threatening his own Christian world. In the pas-
sage below, More describes the Utopians’ beliefs about inter-
national treaties, a subject that was particularly germane at
the time. The year before he completed Utopia, More had
been appointed by King Henry VIII to negotiate a commercial
treaty with the Dutch. Frustrations in this endeavor no doubt
led More to contemplate a world in which such formal agree-

ments were not used. That world, as described in Utopia,

bore a striking resemblance to contemporary idealized
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depictions of Native American societies, societies that most
European observers believed lacked the legal and political
institutions that made such formalities necessary. So similar
was More’s depiction of Utopia to popular images of Native
American societies that some of his readers actually accept-
ed it as fact. Some even proposed an expedition of Christian

missionaries to the pagan island.

Treaties which all other nations so often conclude among them-
selves . . . [the Utopians] never make with any nation. “What is
the use of a treaty,” they ask, “as though nature of herself did not
sufficiently bind one man to another? If a person does not regard
nature, do you suppose he will care anything about words?”

They are led to this opinion chiefly because in those parts of
the world treaties and alliances between kings are not observed
with much good faith. In Europe, however, and especially in those
parts where the faith and religion of Christ prevails, the majesty
of treaties is everywhere holy and inviolable, partly through the
justice and goodness of kings, partly through the reverence and
fear of the Sovereign [Popes]. Just as the latter themselves under-
take nothing which they do not most conscientiously perform, so
they command all other rulers to abide by their promises in every
way and compel the recalcitrant by pastoral censure and severe
reproof. Popes are perfectly right, of course, in thinking it a most
disgraceful thing that those who are specially called the faithful
should not faithfully adhere to their commitments.

But in that new world, which is almost as far removed from
ours by the equator as their life and character are different from
ours, there is no trust in treaties. The more numerous and holy the
ceremonies with which a treaty is struck the more quickly it is bro-
ken. They find some defect in the wording, which sometimes they
cunningly devise of set purpose, so that they can never be held by
such strong bonds as not somehow to escape from them and break
both the treaty and their faith. If this cunning, nay fraud and
deceit, were found to have occurred in the contracts of private
persons, the treaty-makers with great disdain would exclaim
against it as sacrilegious and meriting the gallows—though the
very same men plume themselves on being the authors of such
advice when given to kings. . . .

This behavior, as | said, of rulers there who keep their
treaties so badly is, [ suppose, the reason why the Utopians make

none; if they lived here, they would perhaps change their minds.
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Nevertheless, they believe that, though treaties are faithfully The first edition of Thomas More’s
Utopia included this image of the

] ) i island of Utopia alongside the alpha-
grown up. The result . . . is men's persuasion that they are born one bet of the Utopians. Written in that

another’s adversaries and enemies and that they are right in aim- alpbabet and translated into Latin is a
poem describing the Utopians' earnest
desire to share their philosophical
it. What is more, even when treaties are made, friendship does not discoveries with the wider world.

observed, it is a pity that the custom of making them at all had

ing at one another’s destruction except insofar as treaties prevent

grow up but the license of freebooting continues to the extent
that, for lack of skill in drawing up the treaty, no sufficient pre-
caution to prevent this activity has been included in the articles.
But the Utopians, on the contrary, think that nobody who has
done you no harm should be accounted an enemy, that the fel-
lowship created by nature takes the place of a treaty, and that men
are better and more firmly joined together by good will than by
pacts, by spirit than by words.

If More’s Utopia seems partly inspired by images of a simpler,
less legalistic New World, other works were inspired by

something very different. Perhaps the most notorious of

these was a book by the Spanish priest Bartolomé De Las
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Casas entitled The Devastation of the Indies. First published
in Seville in 1552, the work was a scathing indictment of
Spanish treatment of the native peoples of the Americas. Las
Casas'’s brief polemic found a ready readership among Eng-
lish Protestants hostile to Spain and the other Catholic pow-
ers of Europe, then unified in the Holy Roman Empire. For
such readers, the book reinforced the so-called “Black Leg-
end,” a sort of 16th-century smear campaign launched by
Protestant propagandists that depicted Spanish conquerors
of America as cruel satanic beasts.

In his book, Las Casas describes the Spanish conquest of
what is now Mexico. Perhaps the most powerful element of
this story, and the host of similar episodes Las Casas
recounts, was the depiction of local peoples as charitable
and trusting, qualities that made them ripe for Christian con-
version. Not discussed by Las Casas were the native peoples
who allied themselves with the Spanish conquistadors in
order to be liberated from the yoke of Aztec dominance. Sim-
ilarly, Las Casas says little about the diseases Europeans
brought with them, diseases that caused the deaths of far

more Indians than any direct Spanish action.

Thus, from the beginning of their discovery of New Spain, that is
to say, from the eighteenth of April in the year one thousand five
hundred and eighteen until the year thirty, a period of twelve
whole years, there were continual massacres and outrages com-
mitted by the bloody hands and swords of the Spaniards against
the Indians living on the four hundred and fifty leagues of land
surrounding the city of Mexico, which comprised four or five
great kingdoms as large as and more felicitous than Spain. Those
lands were all more densely populated than Toledo or Seville and
Valladolid and Zaragoza all combined, along with Barcelona.
Never has there been such a population as in these cities which
God saw fit to place in that vast expanse of land having a circum-
ference of more than a thousand leagues. The Spaniards have
killed more Indians here in twelve years by the sword, by fire, and
enslavement than anywhere else in the Indies. They have killed
young and old, men, women, and children, some four million
souls during what they call the Conquests, which were the violent
invasions of cruel tyrants that should be condemned not only by
the law of God but by all the laws of man. . . . And this does not
take into account those Indians who have died from ill treatment

or were killed under tyrannical servitude.
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These images of mutilation, torture, and
enslavement from a 1656 English edi-
tion of Bartolomé De Las Casass writ-
ings confirmed what most Protestant
Englishmen believed: that, if given the
chance, Catholic Spain would not just
rule the English, it would employ the
most violent, horrific means to do so.

Image Not Available

In particulars, no tongue would suffice, nor word nor human
efforts, to narrate the frightful deeds committed simultaneously by
the Spaniards in regions far distant from each other, those notori-
ous hellions, enemies of humankind. And some of their deeds
committed in the Indies, in their quality and circumstances, truly
they could not, even with much time and diligence and writing,
could not be explained. | will narrate, along with protests and
sworn statements by eyewitnesses, only some portions of the
story, for | could not hope to explain a thousandth part.

Among other massacres there was the one in a big city of more
than thirty thousand inhabitants, which is called Cholula. . . . the
Spaniards agreed to carry out a massacre, or as they called it a
punitive attack, in order to sow terror and apprehension, and to

make a display of their power in every corner of that land. . . .
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With this aim, therefore, they sent a summons to all the caciques
and nobles of the city and in the localities subject to it, and also
the head chieftain, and as they arrived to speak with the Spanish
captain they were taken prisoner, so unexpectedly that none could
flee and warn the others. The Spaniards had asked for five or six
thousand Indians to carry their cargo. When all the chiefs had
come, they and their burden-bearers were herded into the patios
of the houses. . . . [The burden-bearers] were all made to squat
down on their haunches like tame sheep.

When they were all placed close together they were bound
and tied. At the closed doorways armed guards took turns to see
that none escaped. Then, at a command, all the Spaniards drew
their swords or pikes and while their chiefs looked on, helpless, all
those tame sheep were butchered, cut to pieces. At the end of two
or three days some survivors came out from under the corpses,
wounded but still alive, and they went, weeping, to the Spaniards,
imploring mercy, which was denied. The Spaniards had no com-
passion but drove them back and cut them down. Then the
Spaniards had the chiefs, a total of more than a hundred, who
were already shackled, burned at the stakes that had been driven
into the ground.

Through the 16th century, English merchants could only
watch with envy as the Portuguese and Spanish enriched
themselves through a burgeoning trade in Asia. But so long
as familiar Asian trade routes were controlled by these pow-
ers, there was little chance of England ever savoring this eco-
nomic bounty. The only viable alternative still seemed to be
that imagined by John Cabot: a “Northwest Passage,” or sea
route, through polar ice flows that linked the North Atlantic
to the Pacific.

A promoter of colonization in Ireland as well as America,
the statesman Sir Humphrey Gilbert had also long been com-
mitted to the idea of a Northwest Passage. In 1566 he wrote
A discourse of a discoverie for a new passage to Cataia
[Cathay], a carefully assembled compilation of various
ancient and modern authorities whose writings suggested
the existence of a northern passage around North America.
The following selection from the Discourse provides a vivid
example of the nature of geographical research in the mid-
dle of the 16th century. Expeditions were justified not so
much by evidence or firsthand experience, but by theories

and ideas with little grounding in factual reality. Indeed,
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Gilbert even employs fictional stories about the mythic lost

continent of Atlantis to support his claims.

When | gave my self to the studie of Geographie, after | had
perused and diligently scanned the descriptions of Europe, Asia,
and Afrike, and conferred them with the Mappes and Globes both
Antique and Moderne: | came in fine to the fourth part of the
worlde, commonly called America, which by al descriptions |
founde to be an Islande environed round about with the Sea, hav-
ing on the southside of it . . . the strayte of Magellan, on the West
side Mare de sur [or Pacific Ocean] . . . On the East part our Weste
Ocean [or the Atlantic], and on the Northside the sea that sev-
ereth it from [Greenland through which] the passage lyeth, which
| take now in hande to discover. . . .

So that in these our dayes there can no other mayne or
Islande bee founde, or judged to be parcell of this Atlantis, then
those Westerne Islandes, which beare now the name of America:
countervailing thereby the name of Atlantis, in the knowledge of
our age.

Then, if when no part of the said Atlantis was oppressed by
water, and earthquake, the coastes rounde about the same were

Sir Humphrey Gilbert's hopes of finding

a northerly route to Asia were no doubt
encouraged by the cartographers of his day,
many of whom produced maps suggesting
the existence of a Northwest Passage. One
of the most influential cartographers was
Abrabam Ortelius, maker of this 1598
world map.

In tribute to Queen Elizabeth,
who was known as the "Virgin
Queen,” Sir Walter Raleigh
named England's recently claimed
American territory "Virginia.”
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navigable: a far greater hope now remaineth of the same by the
Northwest, seeing the most parte of it was, since that time,
swalowed up with water, which coulde not utterly take away the
olde deepes and chanels, but rather, be an occasion of the inlarg-
ing of the olde, and also an inforcing of a great many new: why
then should we nowe doubte of our Northwest passage and navi-

India gation from Englande to India . . . seeing that Atlantis, now called
During the colonial era America, was ever knowen to be an Islande, and in those days nav-
this term was also used to igable round about, which by accesse of more water coulde not be

refer to Asia in general.

diminished. . . .

Wherefore | am of opinion that America by the Northwest,
wilbe founde favorable to this our enterprise, and am the rather
imboldened to beleeve the same, for that | finde it not onely con-
firmed by Plato, Aristotle, and other auncient Philosophers: but
also by al the best moderne Geographers . . . Al which learned
men and painful travellers have affirmed, with one consent and
voice, that America was an lland: and yt there lyeth a great Sea
betweene it, Cataia, and Grondland [Greenland], by the which
any man of our countrey, that wil give the attempt, may with smal
danger passe to Cataia, the Moluccae [Indonesia], India, and al
other places in ye East, in much shorter time, then either the
Portingale Spaniard, or Portingale doth, or may do, from the neerest part of

A term for Portuguese any of their countries with Europe.
used in the 16th and
17th centuries

The Push for Colonies

Richard Hakluyt was a tireless researcher and archivist who
devoted himself to the collection and publication of virtually
every document relevant to English overseas exploration
produced before 1600. But Hakluyt was much more than a
mere compiler. He was also a skilled writer who used his tal-
ents to promote English expansion. Perhaps the best expres-
sion of this was his Discourse of Western Planting, which he
wrote in 1584. The purpose of the document was to persuade
Queen Elizabeth | to provide direct state support for a settle-
ment or “plantation” of some of her subjects in the newly
claimed territory of Virginia. Although Hakluyt's plea was
ultimately unpersuasive, it contains some of the more
authoritative and pointed justifications for English overseas
colonies. In the selection below, Hakluyt stresses what to the
queen would have been one of the more appealing benefits

of a North American plantation: productive employment for
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growing numbers of petty criminals and landless poor. Hak-
luyt’s claim that such unwanted Englishmen might be pro-
ductively employed in American gold mines, silk works,
vineyards, and other lucrative enterprises was typical of the
hopeful tone of such promotional tracts. But it was also an
unfortunate inducement to the sad lot of English migrants
whose hopes for quick riches were usually dashed in early

colonial America.

Yea many thousandes of idle persons are within this Realme [of
England], which havinge no way to be sett on worke be either
mutinous and seeke alteration in the state, or at leaste very bur-
densome to the common wealthe, and often fall to pilferinge and
thevinge and other lewdnes, whereby all the prisons of the lande
are daily pestred and stuffed full of them, where either they piti-
fully pyne awaye, or els at lengthe are miserably hanged . . .
whereas yf this voyadge were put in execution, these pety theves
mighte be condempned for certen yeres in the westerne partes,
especially in Newfounde Lande in sawinge and fellinge of tymber
for mastes of shippes and . . . boordes, in burninge of the firres and
pine trees to make pitche tarr rosen and sope asshes, in beatinge
and workinge of hempe for cordage: and in the more sowtherne
partes in settinge them to worke in mynes of golde, silver, copper,
leade and yron, in dragginge for perles and currall [coral], in
plantinge of suger canes as the Portingales have done in Madera,
in mayneteynaunce and increasinge of silke wormes for silke and
in dressinge the same: in gatheringe of cotten whereof there is
plentie, in tillinge of the soile there for graine, in dressinge of
vines whereof there is greate aboundaunce for wyne, olyves
whereof the soile is capable for oyle, trees for oranges, lymons,
almondes, figges, and other frutes all which are founde to growe
there already . . . in dressinge of raw hides of divers kindes of
beastes, in makinge and gatheringe of salte . . . in killinge the
whale, seale, porpose . . . for trayne oile, in fisshinge, saltinge, and
dryenge of linge, codde, salmon, heringe, in makinge and gath-
eringe of hony, wax, turpentine, in hewinge and shapinge of stone

.. in making of caske, oares, and all other manner of staves; in
buildinge of fortes, townes, churches; in powderringe and bar-
rellinge of fishe, fowles, and fleshe, which will be notable provi-
sion for sea and lande. . . . Besides this, such as by any kind of infir-
mitie cannot passe the seas thither, and now are chardgeable to
the Realme at home, by this voyadge shalbe made profitable mem-
bers by employinge them in England in makinge of a thousande

An England in Miniature

or most Americans, the word plantation

describes the agricultural enterprises that
dotted the landscape of the American South
during the half-century before the Civil
War. It evokes images of African slaves
working in cotton or tobacco fields, and
elegant Victorian mansions housing
wealthy, refined Southern white women and
men. But the term has not always been used
in this way. When 16th-century English
writers wrote of the settlement of the
English in foreign lands, they often referred
to “plantations,” or places where English
people settled, bringing the seeds of their
culture and religion, with the expectation
that those seeds would yield fruit in the
form of an England in miniature. Implied in
such thinking was the idea that any preex-
isting ways of life—of Native Americans,
for instance—would be quickly and easily
supplanted by that of the English.
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In addition to founding the Roanoke
colony, Sir Walter Raleigh led an
expedition to South America in search
of El Dorado, a mythic city of gold.
But like so mawy pipe dreams of the
colonial era, that quest yielded little
more than bardship.

The Ultimate Renaissance Man

t took a man like Sir Walter Raleigh to final-

ly establish an English colony in the New
World. He was, in the truest sense of the
phrase, a "Renaissance man.” Indeed, there was
little in Elizabethan England that a man could
do that the dashing, fearless Raleigh did not
do. He was at various points in his career a
soldier of fortune, a sea captain, an explorer, a
colonizer, a poet, a political essayist, a histori-
an, a confidant of Queen Elizabeth, a business-
man, a landlord, a scientist, a philosopher, a
privateer, and a knight. Raleigh was also
embroiled in the mysterious, conspiratorial
politics of the Elizabethan era, and, as in the
case of his friend the playwright Christopher
Marlowe, this involvement eventually cost him
his life. On October 29, 1618, Sir Walter
Raleigh was executed by the state for treason.

4“ COLONIAL AMERICA

triflinge thinges, which will be very goodd marchandize for those
Contries where wee shall have moste ample vente thereof. And
seinge the savages of the graunde Baye and all alonge the might-
ie Ryver that ronneth upp to Canada . . . are greately delighted
with any cappe or garment made of course wollen clothe, their
Contrie beinge colde and sharpe in the winter, yt is manifeste wee
shall finde greate [demand for] our clothes . . . whereby all occu-
pacions belonginge to clothinge and knittinge shalbe . . . sett [to]
worke, as cappers, knitters, clothiers, wollmen, carders, spynners,
weavers, fullers, sheremen, dyers, drapers, hatters and such like,
whereby many decayed townes may be repaired: In somme this
enterprice will mynister matter for all sortes and states of men to
worke upon: namely all severall kindes of artificers, husbandmen,
seamen, marchauntes, souldiers, capitaines, phisitions, lawyers,
devines, Cosmographers, hidrographers, Astronomers, historiog-
raphers, yea olde folkes, lame persons, women, and younge chil-
dren by many meanes which hereby shall still be mynistred unto
them, shalbe kepte from idlenes, and be made able by their owne
honest and easie labour to finde themselves withoute sur-
chardginge others.

The first full-fledged English attempt to establish a colony in
America occurred in the spring of 1585, when the adventurer
and statesman Sir Walter Raleigh sent seven ships, carrying
100 colonists to Roanoke Island, on the outer banks of pre-
sent-day North Carolina. Raleigh undertook this venture pri-
marily to establish a safe haven for English sailing vessels
engaged in government sponsored piracy, or “privateering,”
against Spanish treasure ships in the mid-Atlantic. By the fall
of 1585, more than 100 Englishmen (no women came) were
living in a fort at Roanoke. Suffering from a lack of supplies,
the surviving Roanoke colonists abandoned the colony the
following spring. But Raleigh and his associates were not
deterred. By the end of the summer, they had installed more
colonists at Roanoke, but most of these also perished or left
the colony.

Finally, in 1587, Raleigh sent a third group of colonists
that was to have the makings of a more lasting settlement.
In addition to the usual soldiers of fortune, the group includ-
ed 17 women and 11 children—115 people in all. The fate of
these people is one of the more tragic chapters in the history
of colonial North America. A massive Spanish assault on Eng-

land in 1588 delayed supply ships Raleigh planned to send to
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the colony. This assault by the so-called Spanish Armada— O, wonder]
the huge sailing fleet sent by King Philip Il of Spain to con-
quer England—culminated in an utterly unexpected English HOU) mcmy gOOdly
victory, a triumph the likes of which England had not known creatures are tloere bere!
for centuries. But for the Roanoke colonists, it was too little, HOU) beauteous mankind
too late. Stranded in an alien land, with inadequate supplies
and hostile Indian neighbors, they vanished without a trace. iS.’ O b?’ﬂl)é’ new world,

The next English ship to reach them arrived some three years Tbat 19(15 SMCI’) PEOPZC’ 114 ’t!

after the colonists had initially settled the island. Part of

—William Shakespeare

what the sailors on that ship found is described in the /

excerpt below by the ship’s captain, John White. One clue Tlgg Témpest ( 1611 )
the colonists had left about their fate were the letters CRO
carved on a tree. This suggested that the more than 100
English men, women, and children living on Roanoke Island
had fled to the island of Croatoan, near Cape Hatteras, but
White and his men were never able to confirm this. And to
this day, historians cannot say for certain what befell the

colonists of Roanoke.

The 15 of August towards Evening we came to an anker at
Hatorask . . . three leagues from the shore. At our first comming
to anker on this shore we saw a great smoke rise in the lle

Protestants throughout Europe joined
England in celebrating the defeat of the
Spanish Armada. This silver medal
commemorating the event was produced

in Holland.
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Perbaps as an incentive for endur- Raonoake neere the place where [ left our Colony in the yeere
ing the bardships that awaited

them, Sir Walter Raleigh and bis ]
associates granted leaders of the were there expecting my returne out of England.

Roanoke colony these coats of The 16 and next morning our 2 boates went a shore, &
arms, much like an English aristo-

crat would have had.

1587, which smoake put us in good hope that some of the Colony

Captaine Cooke & Captain Spicer & their company with me, with
intent to passe to the place at Raonoak where our countreymen
were left. At our putting from the ship we commanded our Master
gunner to make readie 2 Minions and a Falkon [small cannon] well
loden, and to shoot them off with reasonable space betweene
every shot, to the ende that their reportes might bee heard to the
place where wee hoped to finde some of our people. This was
accordingly performed, & our twoe boats put off unto the shore,
in the Admirals boat we sounded all the way and found from our
shippe untill we came within a mile of the shore nine, eight, and
seven fadome: but before we were halfe way betweene our ships
and the shore we saw another great smoke to the Southwest of
Kindrikers mountes: we therefore thought good to goe to that
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second smoke first: but it was much further from the harbour
where we landed, then we supposed it to be, so that we were very
sore tired before wee came to the smoke. But that which grieved
us more was that when we came to the smoke, we found no man
nor signe that any had bene there lately, nor yet any fresh water
in all this way to drinke. Being thus wearied with this journey we
returned to the harbour where we left our boates. . . .

Our boates and all things fitted againe, we put off from
Hatorask, being the number of 19 persons in both boates: . . . we
went . . . to the place where | left our Colony in the yeere 1586.
In all this way we saw in the sand the print of the Salvages feet of
2 or 3 sorts troaden that night, and as we entred up the sandy
banke upon a tree, in the very browe thereof were curiously
carved these faire Romane letters CRO: which letters presently we
knew to signifie the place, where I should find the planters seated,
according to a secret token agreed upon betweene them & me at
my last departure from them, which was, that in any wayes they
should not faile to write or carve on the trees or posts of the dores
the name of the place where they should be seated; for at my com-
ming away they were prepared to remove from Roanoak 50 miles
into the maine. Therefore at my departure from them in Anno
1587 I willed them, that if they should happen to be distressed in
any of those places, that then they should carve over the letters or
name, a Crosse . . . but we found no such signe of distresse. And
having well considered of this, we passed toward the place where
they were left in sundry houses, but we found the houses taken
downe, and the place very strongly enclosed with a high palisado
of great trees, ... From thence wee went along by the water side,
towards the poynt of the Creeke to see if we could find any of
their botes . . . but we could perceive no signe of them.

Roanoke: The Missing Link?
One of the explanations for the fate of

mind by the small nation’s astounding naval victory over the the Roanoke colonists is that they were
Spanish in 1588—a victory, it should be said, greatly aided by adopted by local native communities. This
view was espoused as early as 1709 by the
trader and colonist John Lawson in his

The tragedy at Roanoke Island was eclipsed in the English

foul weather in the North Atlantic. This triumph boosted Eng-

lish spirits, inspired a new sense of national destiny, and book, A New Voyage to Carolina: “The Hatteras
severely curtailed Spanish sea power. Taken together, these Indians, who either then llved on Ronoak-
Island, or much frequented it. . . . tell us,
ingredients fed continued English interest in America, and a that several of their Ancestors were white
growing sense that the New World provided more than sim- People, and could talk in a Book [read], as

we do; the Truth of which is confirm'd by
gray Eyes being found frequently amongst
arena for England to show its greatness to the wider world. In these Indians, and no others.”

ply riches or an outlet for surplus labor. It also provided an
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Hind

A female deer

Eolus
The god of winds

"I know that | have the body, but of a weak and
feeble woman, but [ have the heart and Stomach
of a King, and of a King of England too, and
think foul scorn that . . . any Prince of Europe
should dare invade the borders of my Realm,

to which rather than any dishonour shall grow
by me, [ my self will take up arms, I my self will
be your General, Judge, and Rewarder . . "

—Queen Elizabeth in a speech to her army
in 1588, the year the English defeated the
Spanish Armada

1606, one year before England established its first successful
colony, an obscure poet, Michael Drayton, expressed these
feelings in his “To the Virginian Voyage.” The poem is strik-
ing not only for its overtones of nationalism, but also for its
depiction of Virginia as some sort of bounteous paradise.
Game, wine grapes, fine woods, and fertile soil, Drayton indi-
cated, abounded and were free for the taking. Once again, as

we shall see, such depictions were dangerously misleading.

You brave heroique minds,

Worthy your countries name,
That honour still pursue,
Goe, and subdue,

Whilst loyt'ring hinds

Lurke here at home, with shame.

Britans, you stay too long,

Quickly aboord bestow you,
And with a merry gale
Swell your stretch'd sayle,

With vowes as strong,

As the winds that blow you.

Your course securely steere,
West and by south forth keepe,
Rocks, lee-shores, nor sholes,
When Eolus scowles,
You need not feare, So absolute the deepe.

And cheerefully at sea,
Successe you still intice,
To get the pearle and gold,
And ours to hold,
Virginia,
Earth's onely paradise.

Where nature hath in store,

Fowle, venison, and fish,
And the fruitfull'st soyle,
Without your toyle,

Three havests more,

All greater than you wish.

And the ambitious vine
Crownes with his purple masse,

The Cedar reaching hie
To kiss the sky,
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The Cypresse, pine
And use-full Sassafras.

To whose, the golden age

Still natures lawes doth give,
No other cares that tend,

But them to defend

From winters age,

That long there doth not live.

When as the lushious smell
Of that delicious land,
Above the seas that flowes,
The cleere wind throwes,
Your hearts to swell
Approaching the deare strand.

Queen Elizabeth I provided little
direct support for Englands New
World ventures, but in Zeading the
nation in its battle against the
Spanish empire, she prepared the way
for future undertakings.
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In kenning of the shore

(Thanks to God first given,)
O you the happy'st men,
Be frolike then,

Let cannons roare,

Frighting the wide heaven.

And in regions farre

Such heroes bring yee foorth,
As those from whom we came,
And plant our name,

Under that starre

Not knowne unto our north.

And as there plenty growes

Of lawrell every where,
Apollo’s sacred tree,
You it may see,

A poets browes

To crowne, that may sing there.

Thy voyages attend,

Industrious Hackluit,
Whose reading shall inflame
Men to seeke fame,

And much commend

To after-times thy wit.

Whatever tragedies the English suffered during their various
New World enterprises, none compared to those experi-
enced by the native peoples of North America. Thousands of
Native Americans died from typhus, measles, smallpox and
other European diseases to which they had little resistance.
Native peoples who survived the horrific onslaught of dis-
ease did so in communities forever changed by the effects of
these epidemics. These survivors were nonetheless able to
maintain some connection to the worlds of their ancestors,
mostly through oral traditions, or accounts and stories
passed on from one generation to the next by word of
mouth. One such account describes the emotions and
thoughts the first sighting of a European sailing vessel elicit-

ed in a group of Montagnais Indians in eastern Canada.

When there were no people in this country but Indians, and
before any others were known, a young woman had a singular
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dream. She dreamed that a small island came floating in towards
the land, with tall trees on it, and living beings,—among whom
was a man dressed in rabbit-skin garments. The next day she relat-
ed her dream, and sought for an interpretation. It was the custom
in those days, when any one had a remarkable dream, to consult
the wise men, and especially the magicians and soothsayers.
These pondered over the girl's dream, but could make nothing of
it. The next day an event occurred that explained all. Getting up
in the morning, what should they see but a singular little island, as
they supposed, which had drifted near to the land and become
stationary there! There were trees on it, and branches to the trees,
on which a number of bears, as they supposed, were crawling
about. . . . what was their surprise to find that these supposed bears
were men, and that some of them were lowering down into the
water a very singularly constructed canoe, into which several of
them jumped and paddled ashore. Among them was a man
dressed in white,—a priest with his white stole on,—who came
towards them making signs of friendship, raising his hand towards
heaven, and addressing them in an earnest manner, but in a lan-
guage which they could not understand.

The European idea that America
was a land of plenty is expressed in
this 16th-century French engrav-
ing depicting bappy natives, abun-
dant game, and bounteous fruit
trees along the coast of Florida.
Perhaps most striking of all is the
depiction of wine grapes on the
vine. Mawny European colonizers
hoped to find in America a climate
conducive to wine production, but,

in fact, few did.
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Chapter Two

New Lands,

New Lives

ueen Elizabeth [ did not live to see England establish a

lasting presence in the New World. But her successor,

James I, did—a fact which for him proved to be as much

a burden as a blessing. For what was true of England in

the early 17th century was even more true of its first per-
manent American colony. If the former endured nearly endless politi-
cal conflict, the latter experienced that and more.

In 1607, a group of savvy English entrepreneurs organized the
Virginia Company, a private business entity that—with carefully
negotiated government permission—established a new colony called
Jamestown (named after King James 1) in the swampy, low-lying ter-
rain along the James River in Virginia. Unlike Raleigh and the other
founders of Roanoke, the directors of the Virginia Company founded
their colony not so much as an outpost to support English privateers,
but rather as a means of extracting precious metals and other valuable
commodities from the American countryside. This ambition reflected
the directors’ more immediate goal: quick and handsome profits for
the Company’s investors.

This turned out to be a recipe for disaster. Among other things, it
meant that the company sent to Virginia people equipped to discover
valuable trade goods, but entirely lacking in the skills needed to sus-
tain human life in an alien land. Rather than ordinary artisans and
farmers, most of the people who first went to Jamestown were young
aristocratic gentlemen or soldiers of fortune, lured by the prospect of

These engravings appeared in easy riches and land ownership. Such men were hardly the types to
Captain Jobn Smith's General
History of Virginia published
in 1624. They depict Smith’s bero- sonal fortune and glory, searching for valuable treasures or fighting

ics as the leader of the Virginia with the Indians.
Colony, and are perbaps a reflec-
tion of Smith’s lasting concern for
bis reputation in bistory. bleak and ever-present prospect of starvation—a problem that at times

work for the collective good of a colony. Instead, they worked for per-

This selfish spirit added to the colonists’ difficulties, particularly the




"There remained not past sixtie men, women
and children, most miserable and poore crea-
tures; and those were preserved for the most
part, by roots, herbes, acornes, walnuts,
berries, now and then a little fish: . . . Nay, so
great was our famine, that a Salvage we slew,
and buried, the poorer sort tooke him up
againe and eat him, and so did divers one
another boyled and stewed with roots and
herbs: And one amongst the rest did kill his
wife, powdered her, and had eaten part of her
before it was knowne, for which hee was exe-
cuted, as hee well deserved; now whether shee
was better roasted, boyled . . . , [ know not.”

—Captain John Smith, from his Generall Historie
of Virginia, on the winter of 1609-10 at
Jamestown (1624)
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became so severe some were allegedly driven to cannibalism. To
counter chronic food shortages, colonists obtained food from
local Indians, often using trickery and violence, but this only
resulted in more death and despair. Cycles of vengeance and retal-
iation between Native Americans and colonists became a part of
everyday life in the colony. The end result was, in a word, death.
Of the 120 or so English to settle at Jamestown in 1607, after the
first nine months, only 38 survived. The Virginia Company
replenished the colony’s population yearly, but this did little to
counter the overall trend: by 1610, of the 1,200 people the
Virginia Company had sent to the colony, half were dead. And
this trend continued for the next decade. By 1624, of the 8,000
colonists who had settled in Jamestown, only 1,300 survived.

Desperate, on edge, and often starving, those colonists that
did survive found themselves in a state of almost ceaseless turmoil.
As food grew scarce and treasure proved even scarcer, people's
fuses shortened, and the colony found itself plagued by infighting.
Part of the problem was simply that the young gentlemen who
settled Virginia were a particularly quarrelsome lot. As sons of
privilege, they expected to give orders, not receive them from the
colonial council and a series of elected presidents of the colony.
Far from the sort of unified front one might expect from a group
consisting mostly of soldiers, Jamestown was thus a place of con-
stant bickering, back-stabbing, and treachery.

All these ingredients made for a chaotic and volatile mix, and
it is a wonder the colony survived at all. The constant loss of life,
the internal strife, the atrocious relations with the Indians, all cul-
minated in a decision by the Crown to take control of the colony.
As it turned out, the king was able to do little more than the
Virginia Company did to bring peace and stability.

The early history of the second and third successful mainland
English colonies—the colony at Plymouth and the Massachusetts
Bay Colony—at first glance suggests something totally different
from that of Jamestown. If the latter was populated mostly by
young, avaricious men and aristocratic soldiers, these colonies
were populated by pious families—ordinary English men and
women, people of a middling sort, some of whom were skilled
artisans, including barrel makers, carpenters, shoe makers, and
weavers. The Virginia colonists lived with the specter of death
hanging over them, these New England colonists (after initial
hardships) were able to establish safe, productive, and self-sus-
taining communities. If Virginia appeared chaotic and unstable,
the New England colonies appeared peaceful and orderly.
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Underlying these differences was the important fact that the
colonies differed sharply in their initial purposes. If Jamestown
was established to generate material riches, the first New England
colonies were established to produce spiritual riches (although the
New England colonists also expected to find furs, sassafras, and
other lucrative commodities). They were intended to be refuges,
refuges for persecuted religious minorities in search of a place free
of the corruption, the irreligion, and perhaps, above all, the disor-
der that seemed rife in England. Image Not Available

It is, nevertheless, important to acknowledge that the differing
characters of the Virginia and New England colonies only went so
far. Not long after it was founded, the Massachusetts Bay Colony
also proved to be an intensely contentious kind of place. Bitter and
violent theological divisions emerged as colonists wrestled with
the divisive question of exactly what kind of society they were
creating. Would it be a society of individuals, all living according
to their own values? Or would it be a communal society whose
individual members sacrificed personal freedom for the sake of
some grand, unifying ideal?> Such perennial questions produced
more than just abstract theological argument. They also led to

fierce feuds over land distribution, town governance, and Native
The officials of the Virginia
Company produced many promo-
endlessly to contain all this strife and uphold the colonists’ initial tional tracts to encourage settlement

American—white diplomacy. The colonial government struggled

vision of an orderly, peaceful commonwealth. But in a sense, these of the colony. This title page of
Robert Jobnson's Nova Britannia

(New England) tempts potential
decision by the Crown to do what it had already done in Virginia: colonists with "excellent fruites.”

struggles produced only further strife, eventually contributing to a

take direct control of the colonies.

The unruly world of 17th-century English politics thus echoed
through all the colonies, but another aspect of contemporary
English history was also evident. The English were becoming an
intensely mobile people. In the 16th and 17th centuries, ordinary
English men and women in ever-greater numbers were beginning
to leave their birthplaces for more promising places in the British
Isles and across the Atlantic Ocean. And this trend did not stop
when English men and women reached the shores of new lands; it
continued for generations, as children of colonists in Virginia,
New England, and elsewhere left family homes and migrated
inland, forming new frontier settlements.

The Trials of Settlement

Much of what we know about life in the Jamestown Colony

comes from one of the most controversial of all colonists (or
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“planters,” as they were called), Captain John Smith. A pro-
fessional soldier, adventurer, explorer, author, and all-
around man on the make, Smith was also remarkably
self-assured—one might even say arrogant. Experience in
battle left him with a combination of physical strength and
calculating political shrewdness, precisely the qualities
needed to lead a group of equally arrogant, if less skilled,
English gentlemen. And, indeed, the young Smith (he was 26
years old when he arrived at Jamestown) is usually credited
Few early colonial maps convey the with keeping the colony from suffering the same fate as
density and complexity of Native Roanoke. Between September 1608 and August 1609, he
American settlement on the American

East Coast, but this map by Captain
Jobn Smith is a rare exception. strict work regimen on the rambunctious colonists.

Drawing on information provided by Smith left Virginia in 1609, and although he made one
Native Americans, it indicates the
numerous kin groups and villages of
the Powhatan Confederacy. of his life chronicling his adventures and promoting English

served as president of the colonial council and imposed a

final trip to New England in 1614, he spent most of the rest

Image Not Available



NEW LANDS, NEW LIVES T

colonization. In 1612, he published Proceedings of the Eng-
lish Colonie in Virginia, the most comprehensive contempo-
rary account of the early years of the Jamestown venture. In
the passage below, Smith describes the trials of the
colonists’ first months in the New World. War, political

intrigue, and disease are all part of the story.

Untill the 13 of May they [the colonists] sought a place to plant
in, then the Councell was sworne, Master Wingfeild was chosen
Precident, and an oration made, . . . Now falleth every man to
worke, the Councell contrive the Fort, the rest cut downe trees to
make place to pitch their Tents; some provide clapbord to relade
the ships, some make gardens, some nets, etc. The Salvages often
visited us kindly. The Precidents overweening jealousie would
admit no exercise at armes, or fortification, but the boughs of trees
cast together in the forme of a halfe moone by the extraordinary
paines and diligence of Captaine Kendall. Newport, with Smith,
and 20 others, were sent to discover the head of the river: by
divers smal habitations they passed, in 6 daies they arrived at a
town called Powhatan, consisting of some 12 houses pleasantly
seated on a hill; before it 3 fertil lles, about it many of their corne-
fields. The place is very pleasant, and strong by nature. Of this
place the Prince is called Powhatan, and his people Powhatans, to
this place the river is navigable; . . . The people in al parts kindly
intreated them, til being returned within 20 miles of James towne,
they gave just cause of jealousie . . . , but had God not blessed the
discoverers otherwise then those at the fort, there had then beene
an end of that plantation; for at the fort, where they arrived the
next day, they found 17 men hurt, and a boy slaine by the

Salvages, and had it not chanced a crosse barre shot from the ships Crosse Barre
strooke down a bough from a tree amongst them that caused them Lethal kind of
to retire, our men had all been slaine, being securely all at worke, cannon shot.
and their armes in drie fats. Fats

Hereupon the President was contented the Fort should be pal- Casks for storing
lisadoed, the ordinance mounted, his men armed and exercised, various provisions.

for many were the assaults, and Ambuscadoes of the Salvages, and
our men by their disorderly stragling were often hurt, when the
Salvages by the nimblenesse of their heeles well escaped. What
toile wee had, with so smal a power to guard our workmen adaies,
watch al night, resist our enimies and effect our businesse, to
relade the shops, cut downe trees, and prepare the ground to plant
our corne, etc. . . . Six weekes being spent in this manner,

Captaine Newport . . . was to return with the ships. Now Captaine
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Pocabontas remained a prominent
historical figure throughout the colo-
nial era. This painting from around
1730 suggests that she bad acquired
special significance for colonial girls.
The artist, Mary Woodbury, was a
mere 13 years old when she painted
the picture.

Family Ties: Powhatan and Pocahontas

owhatan is known as much for being the

head of the powerful Powhatan
Confederacy as for being the father of
Pocahontas, the young Indian woman often
credited with saving Captain John Smith's life.
According to popular myth—perpetuated by
Smith himself—Pocahontas had fallen in love
with Smith and intervened just as her father
was about to execute him. In all probability,
though, Smith mistook a common initiation
ritual for an execution ceremony, and similarly
mistook Pocahontas’s role in that ceremony for
an effo