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Who Are the Apache? 

The Apache (pronounced uh-PA-chee) are Native 

Americans. They live mostly in the mountains and 

deserts of the southwestern United States and north- 

western Mexico. 

TEER i 

A Cacti dot the rough land in the southwestern United States. 



os looking for food and \ warmer weather. 

There are six Apache tribes. They are ine 

Mescalero, Jicarilla, Chiricahua, ee Kiowa, fe 

Western Apache. eS A 

Each Apache ee pa its own way of life. Each 

tribe speaks a form of the same. lan uage. 

a Apache tribes are proud of their past. | 

The a once lived far north. They lived ir 

| What is now Alaska and northwestern Cane 

Between A.D. 850 and 1000, the ‘Apache Witaa | e 

| ‘south. They noes | he ae SOU Wane aa 

States, which is also called the Southwest. They came 



, Present-day 

Apache reservations 

| 
{ 

/UNITED STATES _ 

APACHE 

- APACHE 

ae 
APACHE ~ 

200 miles 

200 kilometers 

A A map of past and present Apache lands 



Traveling Hunters 

buffalo 

turkeys, and lizards. They also gathere 
J 

ae a 6 hun antelope 

A The Apache hunted wild turkey, 



A The Apache gathered cactus fruit. 

4 

Some Apache 

were farmers as 

well as hunters. 

But they still 

moved from place 

to place. They 

planted corn, 

pumpkins, beans, 

onions, and pota- 

toes. Then they 

came back to 

gather the crops. 

The Apache 

made good use of 

the animals they 

hunted. The men 

made tools, weapons, and toys out of animal bones. 

The women dried the meat for other meals. And they 

made clothing from the animal skins. 
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A A woman in traditional Apache clothing carries a burden basket. 



Many Apache lived in wickiups. These were 

dome-shaped huts. They were made ¢ 

covered with branches and grasses O 

The Mescalero and Kiowa Ape 
These were cone-shaped tent 

or deerskin and wooden poles 

A Some Apache lived in dome-shaped huts called wickiups. 
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A A Mescalero Apache camp in New Mexico in the 1880s 

Tepees and wickiups were perfect houses for 

nomads. They could put them up and take them 

down easily. They could carry tepees and wickiups 

from place to place. 



ache families chose 

| head man to lead their 

| "group. The group was 

known by this man's name. 

Sometimes families got 

together to help one 

another. They were called 

A An Apache baby in 1900 a band. 



Bands had councils with leaders from each family 

group. The council made big decisions. It decided 

when to go to war. 

Apache bands never had just one leader. The 

Apache never had just one chief. They did not act as 

a single group. One Apache band might make peace 

with an enemy. That did not mean that all bands 

agreed to peace. 

A Wickiups were built close together. 



Apache Religion 

Religion was an important part of Apache re The : 

Apache believed | in a creator. oe also believed that 

A Apache ceremonial grounds 



A The Apache use sticks during ceremonies. 

People who could 

talk to the spirits 

were called shamans. 

Shamans danced and 

sang songs for the 

spirits. They asked 

the spirits to help 

hunters and warriors. 

They often asked the 

spirits to help heal 

the sick. 

Shamans held 

special ceremonies. 

They welcomed new 

children into the 

family. They also 

honored children 

when they became 

acults. 
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Apache Warriors 

When the Apache came to the Southwest, other 

Native Americans were living there. The Pueblo had 

been living in the Southwest for many years. 

At tirst, the Apache and the Pueblo lived in peace. 

They traded with each other. The Apache traded 

buttalo hides, meat, and bones. The Pueblo traded 

pottery, cotton, blankets, and corn. 

A The rugged mountains of Arizona in the Southwest 



A An Apache warrior gets rattlesnake poison for his arrows. 



The Spaniards 

In 1540, a Spaniard named Francisco de Coronado 

came to the Southwest. He and his soldiers explored 

the area. They rode horses and carried guns. 

The Apache watched how the strangers rode the 

horses. Before long, the Apache learned to ride 

A Spaniard Francisco de Coronado and his men explored the Southwest in 1540. 



A. Apache warriors 

horses too. Then they 

began stealing horses 

and guns from the 

Spanish villages. — 

"With horses and ~ 

guns, the Apache ; 

became better 

hunters. They also 

became more danger- 

ous warriors. 

Some Apache 

lived near the 

Spaniards. They 

became ill from 

European diseases. 

They were treated 

badly by the 

Spaniards. Many 

Apache died. 



A New Enemy 

The Apache had many enemies. Their enemies were 

the Spaniards, the Mexicans, and many other Native 

American tribes. The Apache fought off these ene- 

mies. Then they met an enemy that they could not 

beat. 

This new enemy was the United States of America. 

In 1848, the United States won a war against Mexico. 

A The United States defeated Mexico in 1848. 



Much of today's Arizona and New Mexico became 

part of the United States. The Apache were now 

under U.S. control. 

In 1849, gold was dee in California. 

Hundreds of Americans traveled west to get rich. 

A Gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California in 1849. 



A Teddy bear cactus on the Apache Trail in Arizona 

At first, the Apache were friendly. They let the 

Americans pass. Sometimes they even helped them 

find water. But then the Americans began to take over 

Apache land. The Apache fought back. 
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e Apache leaders was named Cochise. In 

ldiers. 

also said that Cochise 

2 These things 

prison. The U.S. 



two nephews. Cochise and the Apache fought with 

the United States. The fighting was called the Apache 

Wars. 

The Apache were excellent warriors, but they did 

not win the wars. They knew every inch of their 

homeland. They had good leaders and fast horses, 

but the United States had more soldiers and better 

weapons. 

A U.S. soldiers had better weapons than the Apache. 
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“Cochise ae to 

‘ - stop fighting. He would 

| “move his band to a 

reservation in Arizona. 

Many Apache bands 

refused to give up their 

way of life. They fought 

U.S. troops for another 

_ A Nachez, the son of Cochise, in 1884 thirteen years. 



A Geronimo, far right, and his men 

One strong Apache leader did not want to give up. 

The Mexicans called him Geronimo. His Apache name 

was Goyathlay. That means “one who yawns.” 

Geronimo had not always been a warrior. Once he 

was a hunter and trader. But in 1850, Mexican soldiers 



| killed Geronimo's Ss 

- Geronimo was a 

ee ) brave leader. Many 
: ie Hattie Tom, a -membel band, 

— ree a eae oe the grou gave up. Apache fought with 

oa him. They attacked 

GS. fons ae tied to drive out white settlers. 

| The U.S. Army sent 5, 000 soldiers after eee 

On September 4, 1886, Geronimo's group gave up. 

~ Only sixteen warriors, twelve women, and six children 

were left. 



A Geronimo 

Geronimo and his followers were sent to Florida 

as prisoners. Later, they were moved to Oklahoma. 

Geronimo never saw his homeland again. 



Voxy-Vavceri(elalm alia 

a By 1890, most Aouene lived on reservations. There 

were five reservations. The Fort Apache (now called 

‘the White Mountain) and San Carlos Reservations 

were in Arizona. The Jicarilla and Mescalero 

Reservations were in New Mexico. The Fort Sill 

Reservation was in Oklahoma. 



Reservation life was hard. The people did not have 

enough food, clothing, or tools. They could not hunt 

as they once did. Many people died of disease and 

bad food. Some Apache tried to farm, but the crops 

didn't grow well. 

Soon, white settlers wanted the Apache land. They 

wanted to feed their animals on the land. They 

A Apache men and boys in their camp along the San Carlos River 

in Arizona in the | 880s 



| sold eked doe land. 

_ Over time, more and more white settlers came. 

They wanted even more land. In 1887, the U.S. 

: government passed a law. This law gave each Native 

American family 160 acres (65 hectares) to farm. 

The U.S. government sold the rest of the land to 

white settlers. 
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A Apache Lake in the Tonto National Forest in Arizona 



Chiricahua Apache boys and girls outside the Carlisle Indian School in 
Pennsylvania after coming from Fort Marion, Florida, in 1886 a 



At these special schools, the children dressed 

like American children. They were not allowed to 

speak their language. They had to speak English. 

They could not follow their Indian traditions. Before 

long, the Apache children lost pride in their Indian 

way of life. 

A The same boys and girls four months later 
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basket makers in San Carlos, Arizona, in 1907 
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924, the U.S. government made all Native 

2 “Americans citizens of the United States of America. 

After that, reservation life started to get better. The 

government spent more money on health care for 

Native Americans. It started to build them better 

“schools: 



Ten years later, the U.S. government passed 

another law. This law helped Native Americans set up 

their own governments to run the reservations. It also 

helped them start businesses. 

A An Apache woman plays the fiddle. 



Reservation. 

“The hoagie are a of their traditions. But they 
Gi iy 

Ae believe ue modern ways will make their lives | 
ch b 



better. They want good schools for their children. 

They want good jobs for themselves. 

Jobs are hard to find on the reservations, however. 

Some people work in the gas stations, restaurants, 

and laundries on the reservations. Others work as 

ranchers, farmers, and lumber-mill workers. 

The Mescalero and the White Mountain Apache 

run ski resorts. Several Apache casinos are successful. 

A Apache run the Sunrise Ski Resort in eastern Arizona. 



A An Apache casino near Payson, Arizona 
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A A jicarilla Apache silversmith shows his beautiful jewelry. 



Glossary 

band—a group of people who live and travel together 

boarding schools—schools where students live 

casinos—places where people bet money on games of chance 

ceremonies—formal actions to mark an important time 

councils—groups of people chosen to make important decisions 

nomads—people who move in groups in search of food 

reservations—large areas of land set aside for Native Americans; in 

Canada, reservations are called reserves 

shamans—people who try to contact the spirit world and are skilled 
in curing illnesses 

warriors—people trained to fight in battles 

wickiups—dome-shaped huts made of poles covered with grasses 

and reeds or animal skins 



Did You Know? 

¢ The name Apache may have come from a Zuni word for 
“enemy.” 

¢ In traditional Apache families, mothers-in-law are forbidden to 
speak to their sons-in-law. 

e Before the Apache had horses, they used dogs to carry their 
belongings. 

e Arizona has a county named after Cochise. 
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Tribal name: Apache 

Divisions: Mescalero, Jicarilla, Chiricahua, Lipan, Kiowa, Western 

Apache 

Past locations: Alaska, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Oklahoma, 

Texas, Mexico, northwestern Canada 

Present locations: Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Mexico 

Traditional houses: Dome-shaped huts called wickiups and cone- 
shaped tents called tepees 

Traditional clothing materials: Deerskin; later, cotton and wool 

trade goods 

Traditional transportation: Feet; later, horses 

Traditional food: Deer, buffalo, antelope, cactus, acorns 



MM Apache groups move to the southwestern United States 
whe81@)) from northwestern Canada and Alaska. 

Commission. 



Want to Know More? 

At the Library 
Claro, Nicole. The Apache Indians. New York: Chelsea House, 

1992. 

McCall, Barbara. The Apache. Vero Beach, Fla.: Rourke Publishing 

Group, 1990. 

Sneve, Virginia Driving Hawk. The Apaches. New York: Holiday 

House, 1997. 

On the Web 
Geronimo: His Own Story 

http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/B/geronimo/geronixx.htm 

For Geronimo’s story in his own words 

White Mountain Apache of Arizona 
http://www.cybertrails.com/~azboater/index.html 

For pictures, student artwork, and recipes from a fifth-grade class 

on the Fort Apache Reservation 

Through the Mail 
San Carlos Apache Tribe 

POsBox 0 

Sap-Carlos, AZ 65550 

To get more information about the tribe 

On the Road 
San Carlos Apache Cultural Center 

P.O. Box 760 

Peridot, AZ 85542 
520/475-2894 
Located near milepost 272 on Highway 70 
To experience past and present Apache life, hear music and 
legends, and see crafts and photographs 
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children, 17-18 
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Francisco, 21 

dancing, 17 
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education, 36-37, 
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families, 14, 20 

farming, 9, 33-34 

food, 8-9 

Fort Sill Reservation, 

Bye 

Geronimo, 29-31 

girls, 18 

horses, 21-22, 27 

housing, 12-13, 42 

hunting, 8-9 

Jicarilla Reservation, 

32 

jobs, 41 

language, 6, 37 

men, 14 

Mescalero Reservation, 

oz 

About the Author 

nomads, 8 

Pueblo tribes, 19-20 

religion, 16 

reservations, 28, 

32-33, 39, 41 

San Carlos 

Reservation, 28, 

32 

shamans, 17 

ski resorts, 41 

Spanish exploration, 

21-22 

tepees, 12-13 

White Mountain 

Reservation, 28, 

82 

wickiups, 12-14 

women, 10 

Petra Press is a freelance writer of young adult 

nonfiction, specializing in the diverse culture of the 

Americas. Her more than twenty books include histories 

of U.S. immigration, education, and settlement of the 

West, as well as portraits of numerous indigenous 

cultures. She lives with her husband, David, in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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First Reports 
These First Reports on Native Americans give young readers a thorough 
introduction to each people's unique culture and history. Read the 
entire series and learn the answers to questions such as: In what part of 
the United States do the Cherokee live? How aalela\var\ele(ea\— mi iflol—-mel(— 
there? What types of beautiful crafts are the Seminole famous for? 
MN atelmelol atm Wey ZeKeleloh roMolU mV late —cirelareliatenosmanteliatay\ glossary, Did’ 
You Know? and At a Glance sections, a list of important dates, Want to 
Know More? resources, and an index are included in each book. 

Look for all the books in this series about Native Americans: 

The Apache _—_ The Maya 
by Petra Press > .___ by Petra Press 

ae Blackfeet The Pueblo 
by Petra Press by Petra Press 

it I aX =m @ al -)c0)-¢-1— iiat=we\-yealiare)(= 
by Petra Press by Petra Press 

The Iroquois i at=me) (ole). 
by Petra Press by Petra Press 

ISBN 0-7565-0077-X 

NT yeu ao S007 7% 
Tal fo}ce toll Mlelcelava by iaveliare 


