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PREFACE TO THE SET

How does one define Latin America? Geographically,
Latin America stretches from the Rio Grande River
on the U.S.-Mexican border and Cuba, bordering the
Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, to Tierra del
Fuego at the southern tip of South America. The area
is two and one-half times the size of the United States.
Brazil alone is slightly larger than the continental United
States. Within this vast geographic region there is enor-
mous human and physical variety.

In historical terms, Latin America includes those
parts of the Americas that at one time were linked to the
Spanish, Portuguese, and French Empires and whose
people speak a Romance language (a language derived
from Latin, such as Spanish, Portuguese, French, and the
derivative Creole). When Napoleon III popularized the
term Latin America in the 1860s, he implied a cultural
relationship between France and those countries of the
Western Hemisphere where these language traditions
existed: Mexico, most of Central and South America,
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Haiti,
Martinique, Guadeloupe, and French Guiana. A literal
interpretation of Napoleon III’s definition would also
include portions of the Southwest United States, Florida,
and Louisiana; Quebec in Canada; and the islands of
St. Pierre and Miquelon off of Newfoundland’s coast.
English is the first language of most Caribbean islands,
and Papiamento, a form of Creole, is predominant in
the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba. Amerindian dia-
lects remain the primary languages in parts of Mexico,
Guatemala, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia.

The mixture of languages illustrates the diversity of
race and culture across Latin America. The Amerindians,
or Native Americans, dominated the pre-Columbian
time period. In the 21st century, their descendants are
still prevalent in Mexico, Guatemala, Ecuador, Peru,
Bolivia, and the upper reaches of the Amazon River
in the Andes Mountains. Latin America was colonized
primarily by the Spanish and to a lesser degree by the
Portuguese, first and foremost in Brazil. British, French,
and Dutch interlopers followed, and in the 20th century,
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the United States had a profound impact across the
region. For economic reasons, slavery was practiced most
notably in Brazil, along the Ecuadoran coast, and in the
Caribbean Islands. Each of these ethnic groups—and
the descendants of interracial relationships—produced
its own culture with unique religious traditions, family
life, dress styles, food, art, music, and architecture. With
accelerated globalization throughout the 20th century,
Western ideas and culture have had a significant impact
upon Latin America.

Geography and climatic conditions also play a major
role in the development of societies, their cultures, and
economies. Latin America is no exception. For example,
the Andes Mountains that traverse the west coast of
South America served as the centerpiece of the Inca
Empire in the pre-Columbian period, the source of gems
and ores during the Spanish colonial period, and the ores
and petroleum essential for modern-day industries. The
Andes westward slopes and coastal plains provided agri-
cultural products since the earliest of times. The rolling
plains, or pampas, of north-central Argentina, southern
Brazil, and Uruguay coupled with a Mediterranean-type
climate turned those areas into highly productive cattle
and grain centers. In contrast, the Amazon rain forest in
Brazil, while still home to undiscovered Native American
groups, offered little economic advantage until the 20th
century, when the logging industry and land clearing
for agricultural expansion cut deep into the rain forest’s
expanse. The tropical climate of the Caribbean and the
coastal areas of Central America offered fertile ground
for sugar, tobacco, and tropical fruits.

People, geography, language and culture, and eco-
nomic pursuits transformed Latin America into one of
the world’s most diverse regions. Yet, the 41 countries
and foreign dependencies that make up Latin America
share four distinguishable historical time periods: the
pre-Columbian period, followed by nearly three centu-
ries of colonial rule; the struggle for national identity
during the 19th century; and the quest for modernity
since 1900.



"The Encyclopedia of Latin America takes a chronological
approach to the examination of the Latin American expe-
rience. Divided into four volumes, each devoted to one
of the four time periods that define Latin American his-
tory, this unique reference work contrasts sharply with
traditional encyclopedias. It provides students and general
readers the opportunity to examine the complexity and
vastness of the region’s development and culture within a
given time period and to compare the time periods.

Volume 1, Amerindians through Foreign Colonization,
focuses on the pre-Columbian period from the ear-
liest Native American societies through the arrival
of the Spanish conquistadores. Scholars continue to
debate the number of Native Americans, or “Indians”
as Christopher Columbus labeled them, who resided in
the Americas when Columbus first reached the region in
1492. Estimates range from a low of 10 million to a high
of slightly more than 100 million. While most scholars
agree that the earliest waves of migrants came to the
Americas across the Bering Straits land bridge as early
as 40,000 years ago, there is continued debate over both
the dates of settlement and descent of the earliest settlers.
More recent scholarship in Chile and Brazil place the
earliest New World migrants to 33,000 B.c.E. and suggest
them to be of South Asian and Pacific Islander—rather
than Eurasian—descent.

By the time of the European arrival on Latin America’s
mainland in the early 1500s, three highly organized Native
American societies existed: Aztec, Maya, and Inca. Mexico’s
central valley was home to the rigidly stratified Aztec soci-
ety, which by the time of the conquest reached southward
and eastward to the Caribbean coast. The Aztecs had
earned a reputation for their military prowess, for the
brutal exploitation of the peoples brought into the empire,
and for ceremonial city building, evidenced by its capital,
"Tenochtitlin, the site of contemporary Mexico City. From
Peru’s Cuzco Valley, the Inca Empire in South America
stretched 3,000 miles (4,287 km) through the Andes
mountain chain and inland to the east from Ecuador, in the
north, to Chile, in the south. Through a tightly controlled
bureaucracy, the Incas exercised control of the conquered
communities. The Maya civilization began approximately
in 1000 B.c.E. and, through a system of independent city-
states, extended from Mexico’s Yucatin Peninsula through
Guatemala. For reasons not yet fully understood, Classic
Maya civilization began its political collapse around 900
C.E., but Mayan society and culture remained intact. Aside
from the three major groups, many other Native American
societies existed throughout Latin America, such as the
Arawaks and Tainos in the Caribbean and the Mapuche
and the Guaran{ in Argentina, Paraguay, and Chile.

Marked differences separated groups within the larger
society and each group from the other. For example, even
today, the Mexican government reports nearly 200 dif-
ferent linguistic groups; Guatemala, 26 different Mayan
dialects; and an estimated 10 million Native Americans
speak some form of the Quechua language in the high
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Andes along South America’s Pacific coast. Elaborate
ceremonies that included human sacrifice characterized
the Aztec, Inca, and Maya religions. Agriculture was the
primary economic pursuit of all Native American groups,
while hunting and fishing were pursued by some groups.
Textiles and metalwork usually contained designs pecu-
liar to each indigenous group.

Volume 1I, From Colonies to Independent Nations,
focuses on the Spanish colonial period, from the early
16th century through the early 19th century. At the
beginning of this time period, the Spanish explored the
South and North American continents, laying out an
empire in the name of the king and queen of Spain and
the Roman Catholic Church. Despite the vastness of the
empire, which stretched from Tierra del Fuego at the
southern tip of South America to the far reaches of
the northwest Pacific Coast, eastward to the Mississippi
River and into the Floridas, the Spanish attention focused
on the areas of modern-day Mexico and Peru. Both were
home to significant Native American societies and rich in
mineral wealth, particularly gold and silver. The colonies
existed for the benefit of Spain, and the application of
mercantilist economic policies led to the exploitation of
natural resources, regulation of manufacturing and agri-
culture, and control of international trade, all of which
contributed to a pattern of large land holdings and abuse
of labor. In effect, the system drained the colonies of its
specie and other wealth and negated economic develop-
ment and the emergence of a significant entrepreneurial
class in the colonies. The Spanish imposed their politi-
cal and cultural systems on the colonies, including the
Native Americans. A highly centralized governmental
structure provided little opportunity for political par-
ticipation by the Spanish colonial residents, except in
matters at the local level. The colonial laws and rules
were made in Spain and enforced in the New World by
officials appointed by the Crown. During the colonial
period, the Catholic Church became an entity unto itself.
It administered education, hospitals, social services, and
its own court system. It tithed its followers and charged
fees for religious services. Because the church was exempt
from taxes to the Spanish Crown, it emerged as a colonial
banker and a benefactor of the Spanish colonial system.
The church, therefore, was not anxious to see the system
change.

In theory, the Brazilian colonial experience paral-
leled the Spanish model, but in application, the Brazilian
model was much different. The states established on
Brazil’s Atlantic coast were administered like personal
fiefdoms by the king of Portugal’s appointed authorities.
Because the colony lacked natural resources for mass
exploitation and a Native American population to con-
vert to Catholicism, Portugal gave little attention to its
New World colony.

Latecomers to the New World, the British, French,
and Dutch colonization schemes were confined to the
Caribbean region. As with the Spanish and Portuguese,
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each island fell victim to the political system of the
mother country. Over time, the local governments of the
British became more representative of the resident popu-
lation. The economic focus on sugar production caused
the importation of slave labor from Africa.

New World discontent in the mid-17th century led
to reforms in the Spanish colonial system, but it took
European events in the early 19th century to bring about
Latin America’s independence by 1826. Only Cuba
and Puerto Rico remained under Spanish rule, and the
British, French, and Dutch maintained control over their
Caribbean island positions. Brazil received its indepen-
dence on September 7, 1822, but continued to be gov-
erned by a member of the royal Portuguese family until
November 15, 1889.

The legacies of colonial rule became evident imme-
diately following independence. The establishment of
governmental institutions and the place of each nation
in the growing global economy that characterized 19th-
century Latin America are the subject of volume III, The
Search for National Identity. In addressing these issues,
political and religious leaders, intellectuals, and foreign-
ers who came to Latin America were confronted by the
legacies of Spanish colonial rule.

The New World’s Spanish descendants, the creoles,
replaced the Spanish peninsulars at the apex of the rigid
social structure and sought to keep political power con-
fined to themselves. Only conflicting ideologies sepa-
rated the elite. One group, the Conservatives, remained
tied to the Spanish tradition of a highly centralized
government, a privileged Catholic Church, and a hesi-
tancy to reach out to the world. In contrast, the Liberals
argued in favor of a greater decentralization of political
power, the curtailment of church privileges, and greater
participation in world affairs, particularly trade. Liberals
and Conservatives, however, did not want to share politi-
cal power or wealth with the laboring classes, made up
of mestizos, Native Americans, or blacks. The dispute
over the authority of central governments played out
in different ways. In Argentina and Chile, for example,
Conservatives Juan Manuel de Rosas and Diego Portales
produced constitutions entrenching the Spanish tradi-
tions. In Central America, it signified the disintegration
of the United Provinces by 1839 and the establishment
of Conservative-led governments. The contestants for
Mexican political power took to the battlefield, and the
struggle produced 41 presidents from 1822 through
1848.

The Latin American world began to change in the
1860s with the emergence of Liberal leaders. It increas-
ingly contributed raw materials to industrialized Europe.
The heads of state welcomed foreign investment for the
harvesting and processing of primary products and for
constructing the supportive infrastructure. And, while
the Liberals struck against church privileges, as in Chile
during the 1880s, they still retained political power and
continued to discriminate against the working classes.

Brazil and the colonized Caribbean Islands fell
within the same purview as Spanish America. Although
Brazil peacefully achieved independence in 1822, it con-
tinued its monarchial form of government until 1889.
During that same time period, Brazil participated in the
world economy through the exportation of sugar, fol-
lowed by rubber and coffee. Meanwhile, the Caribbean
Islands from Cuba southward to Trinidad and Tobago
continued to be administered as part of European colo-
nial empires. Administrators from Spain, Great Britain,
France, and the Netherlands arrived to govern the island
and to oversee the exportation of primary products, usu-
ally sugar, tobacco, and tropical fruits.

Latin America’s participation in the global economy
accelerated in the 20th century, but the new era also
brought new players in the region’s economic and politi-
cal arena—the United States and Latin America’s lower
socioeconomic groups. These concepts form the basis for
the entries in volume IV, The Age of Globalization.

The U.S. entry into Latin American affairs was
prompted by the Cuban struggle for independence from
1895 to 1898 and the U.S. determination to construct a
trans-isthmian canal. The U.S. three-month participa-
tion in the Cuban-Spanish War in 1898 and its role in
securing Panama’s independence in 1903 also confirmed
long-standing assumptions regarding the backwardness
of Latin American societies, owing to the legacies of the
Spanish colonial system. More obvious was the need to
secure the Panama Canal from foreign interlopers. U.S.
policymakers combined the two issues—political and
financial irresponsibility and canal security—to justify
U.S. intervention throughout the circum-Caribbean
region well into the 1920s. U.S. private investment fol-
lowed the government’s interventions and together led to
the charge of “Yankee imperialism.”

The entrance or attempted entrance into the national
political arena by the middle and lower socioeconomic
groups remained an internal affair until after World
War II, when they were considered to be part of an
international communist movement and again brought
the United States into Latin America’s internal affairs.
Argentina and Chile provide early 20th-century examples
of the middle sector entering the political arena while the
governments continued to suppress labor. The results
of the Mexican Revolution (1911-17) provided the first
example of a Latin American social revolution addressing
the needs of the lower socioeconomic class at the expense
of the elite. In the 1920s and 1930s, small Communist
or communist-like political parties or groups emerged
in several countries, including Costa Rica, Chile, Brazil,
and Peru. While of concern at the time, the presence of
communism took on greater importance with the emer-
gence of the cold war in 1945, when the “generation of
rising expectations” fused with the Communists in their
call for a complete overhaul of the socioeconomic and
political structures rooted in Spanish colonialism. In the
ambience of the cold war, however, the 1954 presidential



election of Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala, Fidel Castro’s
actions in Cuba in 1959 and 1960, the 1963-65 political
crisis in the Dominican Republic, the administration of
Chilean president Salvadore Allende from 1970 to 1973,
and the Central American wars during the 1980s were
intertwined into the greater context: struggles of free-
dom against international communism based in Moscow.
To “save” these countries from communism, the United
States intervened but in so doing restored and propped
the old order. The struggle against communism also
resulted in a generation of military governments across
South America.

Beginning in the 1980s, democratic governments
replaced military regimes across Latin America, and each
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of the countries experienced the growth of new political
parties, mostly left of center. The new democratic gov-
ernments also accepted and implemented the neoliberal,
or free-market, economic model in vogue at the time. By
the mid-1990s, many of the free-market reforms were in
place, and Latin America’s macroeconomic picture had
vastly improved. Still, the promised benefits failed to
reach the working classes: Half of all Latin Americans
remained poverty stricken. In response to their personal
crisis, beginning in 1998 with the election of Hugo
Chévez as president of Venezuela, the Latin American
people started placing so-called leftists in their presi-
dential palaces. Latin America may be at the precipice of
another change.



HOW TO USE THIS ENCYCLOPEDIA

The Encyclopedia of Latin America explores broad historical
developments within the context of four time periods that
together make up the complete Latin American historical
experience. For example, the student or general reader can
learn about a given country, when it was a “location” during
the pre-Columbian period (volume I), a part of the Spanish
colonial empire (volume II), a new nation struggling for its
identity (volume III), or in its search for modernity (volume
IV). The same can be done with political ideas and prac-
tices, economic pursuits, intellectual ideas, and culture pat-
terns, to mention just a few of the themes that are explored
across the four volumes. To locate topics in each of the four
volumes, the reader should utilize the list of entries in the
front matter of each volume. Words set in SMALL CAPITAL
LETTERS in the body of a text indicate that an entry on this
topic can be found in the same volume. At the conclusion
of each entry are cross-references to related entries in other
volumes in the set. For further help with locating informa-
tion, the reader should turn to the comprehensive set index
that appears at the end of volume IV.
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Within each volume, the entries focus on the time
period at hand. Each volume begins with an introduction
providing a historical overview of the time period, fol-
lowed by a chronology. A glossary of terms can be found
in the back matter of the book. Each entry is followed
by a list of the most salient works on the subject, provid-
ing the reader the opportunity to further examine the
subject. The suggested readings at the end of each entry
are augmented by the select bibliography appended to
each volume, which offers a listing of the most important
works for the time period. The further readings for each
entry and selected readings for the volume together form
a comprehensive list of Latin America’s most important
historical literature.

Each volume also includes a collection of docu-
ments and excerpts to illustrate the major themes of the
time period under consideration. Offering eyewitness
accounts of significant historical events and personages,
they perhaps will encourage the user to further explore
historical documentation.
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INTRODUCTION
TO THIS VOLUME

At the dawn of the 20th century, international attention
was focused on Latin America. Europeans and North
Americans alike viewed the nations from the Rio Grande
River south to the Straits of Magellan as a source of
raw materials to feed the demands of industrialization
and foodstuffs to feed their people; as a market for their
manufactured goods; as an investment opportunity for
the exploitation of natural resources; and as a region to
construct badly needed infrastructure and develop bank-
ing and commercial institutions. The British, Germans,
and French led the way in the late 19th century. The
North Americans were latecomers, but as the 20th cen-
tury progressed, they became the most influential foreign
interloper in Latin American affairs.

Latin America’s governing class welcomed the for-
eign business community, which was viewed as the vehi-
cle to the modernization of their respective countries.
In need of capital to exploit, transport, and market their
primary products, Latin American governments created
an attractive environment for foreigners. Corporations
could bring into the countries, duty free, all the neces-
sary equipment, tools, and machinery for their opera-
tions. Thus, the British and North Americans shipped
rails to Argentina and Mexico, respectively, to construct
railroads that reached into the interior of each nation to
bring beef and wheat to the international market. The
Chileans permitted U.S. companies such as Anaconda,
Braden, and Kennecott to bring in heavy equipment to
harvest copper and construct railroads to port cities for
its shipment abroad. The same was true for the banana
industries in Central America and the sugar industries in
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Dominican Republic. Early
in the 20th century, Latin America lacked the managers
and skilled workers essential for the administration of
these economic pursuits. To fill the void, foreign com-
panies transferred personnel to Latin America, having
successfully argued that special privileges would entice
them to come. The companies negotiated supplemental
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agreements that permitted the duty-free entry of foreign-
made clothing, furniture, specialty foods, fine china and
jewelry, and even particular Scotch whiskies and U.S.
bourbons. The privileges granted to the United States
in the 1903 Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty paralleled those
granted to individual companies, commercial houses, and
businessmen.

The economic changes across Latin America in the
first half of the 20th century also resulted in demographic
changes. Among the most obvious were the growth of
cities across the continent. While the rapidity of popula-
tion growth was most notable in Buenos Aires, Rio de
Janeiro, and Santiago de Chile, other cities had simi-
lar experiences, including Bogotd, Lima, Veracruz, and
Santo Domingo. In urban centers, primary products were
processed, ancillary products and some consumer goods
were manufactured, and banking and other commercial
houses were established. The coastal port cities also ben-
efited from their role in international trade.

The urban centers attracted native rural labor and
in some instances, such as Buenos Aires, also European
workers looking to improve their own quality of life.
Latin American labor laws militated against urban work-
ers, however. The laws did not protect workers from
various forms of exploitation, including low wages and
poor working conditions, and mitigated against unioniza-
tion. When workers attempted to organize, as they did in
Mexico from 1906 to 1908 and in Buenos Aires in 1919,
they were forcefully repressed by their respective gov-
ernments, and foreign-born labor leaders were deported.
Rural labor fared no better. Large estates, or /latifundios,
dominated the production of fruits and vegetables in
Chile, bananas in Central America, and sugar in Cuba and
the Dominican Republic. Without legal protection, rural
workers also were exploited. Additionally, both unskilled
urban and rural labor suffered from a lack of health care
and adequate housing. Local elites and foreign investors
were the only real beneficiaries of this system.



While the lower socioeconomic groups remained
a potential source for political change, Latin America’s
political system remained closed before the 1930s to all
but the elite, except in Mexico. The Mexican Revolution
(1910-17) was an attack on the privileged landed elite and
the country’s primary foreign investor, the United States.
As a result of the revolution, the Mexican government
gained the constitutional right to control land and natu-
ral resources and to protect workers’ rights and improve
their quality of life. The Mexican Revolution was fol-
lowed by the emergence of a plethora of “leftist” political
parties in the 1930s in Latin America that appealed to
the lower socioeconomic groups. Political populists such
as Argentina’s Juan D. Perén, Brazil’s Getilio Vargas, and
Panama’s Arnulfo Arias emerged and railed against the
workers’ plight and the elite’s privileges.

For two generations following the end of World
War 1II in 1945, Latin America experienced sociopo-
litical challenges to the traditional order that became
entangled in the complex issues of the cold war. These
challenges were interpreted either as legitimate national-
ist movements for change or as part of an international
communist conspiracy. In 1948, José Figueres did not
draw much international attention when claiming that
he had saved Costa Rica from communism through his
victory in a 48-day civil war, but six years later, in 1954,
when the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency sponsored the
overthrow of Guatemalan president Jacobo Arbenz, the
world took notice. Arbenz’s land reform program prom-
ised to benefit the rural Native Americans and mestizos
at the expense of the landed elite and the U.S.-owned
United Fruit Company, and he was accused of being a
communist. Fidel Castro’s Cuban Revolution ran afoul
of similar interpretations. Initially viewed as a guerrilla
striking out against elitist and corrupt government and
U.S. dominance of the Cuban economy, Castro came to
be seen as a communist because of his land distribution
program, wage controls, and government organization of
society and control of economic policy. The same issue
surrounded Nicaragua’s Sandinista National Liberation
Front and El Salvador’s Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front in Central America during the 1980s.
While these movements can be considered extreme
responses to political and social rigidity, the same cannot
be said about Chile, with its traditional democratic politi-
cal system. Chilean governments became so gridlocked
after World War II that they failed to adequately address
the socioeconomic needs of urban and rural laboring
groups, and in so doing, they paved the way for the
democratic 1970 presidential election of self-professed
Marxist Salvador Allende.

The cold war’s leading characteristic—communism
versus democracy—brought the United States directly
into Latin America’s internal affairs, but that involve-
ment did not begin until the beginning of the 20th
century. The 1898 Cuban war for independence and the
decision to construct a transisthmian canal at Panama
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vaulted the United States directly into the internal
affairs of the circum-Caribbean region. For the first gen-
eration and a half, the United States based its Caribbean
policy on securing the Panama Canal from external
threats that could come from European gunboats sent to
collect overdue debts or from regional political turmoil
that could spill into Panama and threaten the canal’s
operation. The U.S. government pursued policies that
sought to bring political and fiscal responsibility to Latin
American nations, as seen in the 1902 Platt Amendment
that was embedded in the Cuban constitution and at
the 1907 and 1923 Central American conferences. The
policies failed to bring political and fiscal order, but they
did contribute to growing anti-U.S. sentiment across the
continent and to the U.S. pronouncement of its good
neighbor policy in 1933. Global events, however, con-
tributed to a continued close relationship between the
United States and Latin America’s elite rulers.

For the most part, Latin Americans cooperated with
U.S. policies during World War 1I, including measures
against Axis residents and descendants. The anti-Axis
attitude of the Latin American elite quickly transformed
into an anticommunist one as the war drew to a close
and the ambitions of the “generation of rising expecta-
tions” emerged. While the middle sector sought its own
participation in the closed political systems, the workers’
spokesmen demanded socioeconomic improvements for
the wider populace. The elite accepted the small middle
sector into the system and in turn received its support to
resist workers” “communist” demands. Within the cold
war’s perspective, U.S. policy makers determined that
communist labor leaders were capitalizing on workers’
demands to gain legitimate control of governments.
Thus, from the late 1940s until the mid-1980s, the
United States continued to support the elite’s continu-
ation in power. With the exception of the Alliance for
Progress, U.S. economic assistance and military pro-
grams helped secure the established order. The Latin
American elite came to oppose many of the Alliance for
Progress’s programs—Iand distribution, creation of a new
entrepreneurial class, a transparent legal system, and a
broader-based and more open democracy—and therefore
contributed to the Alliance’s failure because it threatened
their privileged position.

Events during the latter part of the 20th and early
21st century suggest that Latin America is on another
precipice of change. The path to change began with
the winding down of the international cold war that
put communism’s appeal to rest. In this new era, Latin
Americans accepted, as did the rest of the world, the
neoliberal economic model that required free market and
financial reforms. During the same time period, Latin
America became increasingly democratic, which led to a
plethora of new political parties, mostly appealing to the
lower socioeconomic groups. The two collided in the late
1990s, and this carried over into the 21st century. By the
mid-1990s, neoliberal economic reforms were in place,
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but workers’ quality of life had not improved. In the new
democratic climate, workers supported populists such as
Venezuela’s Hugo Chévez, Bolivia’s Evo Morales, Brazil’s
Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva, and Nicaragua’s Daniel Ortega.
Mexicans voted for change in 2000 with the presidential
election of Vicente Fox of the rightist National Action
Party, which ended 70 years of rule by the Partido
Revolucionario Instituticional. At the same time, as Latin
America’s political dynamics were changing, so too were
its global affiliations.

The implementation of the North American Free
Trade Agreement in 1994 that anticipated a Canadian,
Mexican, and U.S. free market within a decade, in reality
mirrored other regional economic arrangements. Led
by Brazil, Latin Americans resisted the U.S. vision for a
Free Trade Association of the Americas as a continuation
of U.S. hegemonic efforts in the hemisphere. Instead,
Latin Americans set out to strengthen their own regional
arrangements and to complete trade agreements with
other nations.

ORGANIZATION AND COVERAGE

The entries contained in this volume convey the wide
range of Latin America’s internal developments in the
20th century and the region’s place in the international
community. Broad topical entries on economics, politics,
and women, for example, augment the text on individual
nations, persons, and events. The entries on significant
persons such as Castro, José Carlos Maridtegui, and
Perén highlight their contributions to the Latin American
experience. Entries reflecting the arts—art, music, and
literature—explain the broad parameters of their chang-
ing scope throughout the 20th century. Those on inter-

national events, from the independence of Panama in
1903 to treaty discussions between the European Union
(EU) and MERCOSUR in the late 20th century, not
only discuss the event itself but place it within the larger
parameters of hemispheric and global relations.

Users of this volume can expand their understand-
ing of a given entry by referring to the cross-references
included in each one. These direct the reader to individu-
als and topics that relate to the specific entry at hand.
For example, to appreciate the stagnation of Chilean
politics after World War 1I and the 1970 election of
Allende, the reader should refer not only to the Chile and
Allende entries but also to those on political parties and
economics. Likewise, for a better understanding of the
EU-MERCOSUR linkage, the reader might also refer
to entries on economics and trade patterns. The reader
might also use the complete list of entries in the front
of this volume, as well as the end-of-entry references to
cross-volume related entries, to find the historical roots
of selected topics.

The readings suggested at the conclusion of each
entry are the most germane to the given topic and the
most detailed studies of it. The bibliography at the back
of the volume provides the reader a further opportunity
to explore the tapestry of the Latin American experience
by augmenting these specialized works with works of
a broader perspective. Meanwhile, the appendix brings
together a collection of readings and documents that
illustrates the broader themes suggested at the beginning
of this introduction: Latin America’s challenge to U.S.
hegemony in the region and the challenge to the elite’s
dominance of the internal affairs by the emerging middle
and lower socioeconomic groups.



TIME LINE

(CA. 1900-PRESENT)

1897

1904

* General Eloy Alfaro becomes president of Ecuador, set-
ting in motion a 30-year period of Liberal rule and mark-
ing the beginning of Ecuador’s modern history.

1898

e With assistance from the United States, Cuba wins its war
for independence from Spain, and the United States gains
permanent control of Puerto Rico.

® The United Fruit Company is established and over the
next half century exerts significant economic and political
influence in several circum-Caribbean nations, particu-
larly in Central America.

1902

* Cuba becomes an independent nation with Tomds Estrada
Palma as its first president after its acceptance of the Platt
Amendment, which grants authority to the United States
to intervene in its political and fiscal affairs.

1902-04

* FEuropean gunboats blockade the Venezuelan coast to
force debt repayments to continental financiers.

1903

¢ With U.S. support, Panama achieves independence from
Colombia. Panama then signs the Hay-Bunau-Varilla
Treaty, which permits the United States to construct a
transisthmian canal through Panama.

* José Batlle is elected to his first term as president of Uru-
guay. He sets the nation on a socialist course that for the
most part remains in place at the start of the 21st century.
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¢ In his annual message to Congress, U.S. president Theo-
dore Roosevelt announces his Corollary to the Monroe
Doctrine.

* General Rafael Reyes becomes the first of a series of Con-
servative presidents who govern Colombia until the Great
Depression in 1930.

1906

e U.S. troops begin a three-year occupation of Cuba that re-
sults in new electoral laws and the election of José Miguel
Gomez as president.

1907

* Meléndez family comes forward to dominate politics in El
Salvador until 1931.

1908

® General Juan Vicente GoOmez seizes control of the
Venezuelan government and begins a 27-year military
dictatorship.

* Building on the research of a Cuban doctor, U.S. Army
surgeon William Gorgas eradicates malaria in the Panama
Canal Zone.

1909

* Following a decade of labor-government conflict, Chil-
ean workers form the Gran Federacién de Obreros de

Chile.
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1910

1919

¢ With his major opponent, Francisco Madero, jailed, Por-
firio Diaz wins his last presidential election; it is followed
by an insurgency that marks the beginning of the Mexican
Revolution.

¢ Division of Latin American Affairs is established in the
U.S. State Department.

1911

e Porfirio Diaz is ousted from the Mexican presidency and
is replaced by Francisco Madero.

1912

e U.S. Marines land in Nicaragua to quell three years of
civil disorder following the 1909 overthrow of strongman
José Santos Zelaya.

* Argentina implements the Sdenz Pefia Law that mandates
universal male suffrage and the use of secret ballots in
elections.

1915

® Mexican president Francisco Madero is killed during a
coup d’état engineered by General Victoriano Huerta.

1914

* Panama Canal opens to world shipping.

* In Jamaica, Marcus Garvey founds the United Negro Im-
provement Association.

1915

* United States begins its 19-year occupation of Haiti.

1916

® In the midst of the Mexican Revolution, rebel Francisco
“Pancho” Villa attacks Columbus, New Mexico.

1917

* A new Mexican constitution is adopted that grants the

central government extensive powers over the national
economy.

* Brazil becomes the only South American nation to declare
war against Germany during World War L.

* QOil is discovered in Venezuela and within 10 years be-
comes the country’s leading export.

* For $25 million, the United States purchases the Danish
Caribbean Virgin Islands.

* In Peru, the 25-year period of relative political peace and
economic prosperity known as the “Aristocratic Republic”
comes to an end with the start of the “Ocenio,” the 11-
year dictatorship of Augusto B. Leguia.

1920

® Through constitutional manipulation, Manuel Estrada
Cabrera is removed from the Guatemalan presidency af-
ter 22 years in office.

1921

* According to the Thomson-Urrutia Treaty, the United
States compensates Colombia $25 million for its loss of
Panama and provides for free transit of Colombian ships
through the Panama Canal.

1925

* The Conference on Central American Affairs ends in
Washington, D.C., with agreements to withhold diplo-
matic recognition from revolutionary governments and to
replace standing armies with national guards.

* In Mexico, Peruvian Victor Radl Haya de la Torre estab-
lishes the Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana.

® Mexican revolutionary Francisco “Pancho” Villa is
assassinated.

1924

* Anglo Ecuadorian Oilfields, Ltd., discovers oil on the Ec-

uadorean coast.

* Following the Dominican Republic’s ratification of a
financial agreement that establishes a U.S.-controlled
customs receivership, marines are withdrawn from that
country.

1926-29

¢ Cristeros conduct a campaign against the Mexican gov-
ernment and the anticlerical provisions of the 1917
constitution.

1927

* In Nicaragua, Augusto César Sandino ignites a six-year
guerrilla war against the U.S. presence in the country.

1928

* Following his election victory in November, President-
elect Herbert Hoover makes a 10-week goodwill tour of
Latin America.



* Through unconstitutional means, Gerardo Machado is
reelected president of Cuba and extends his term to six
years, setting off a political crisis.

1929

¢ Chile and Peru settle the territorial Tacna-Arica dispute.

* A global depression commences. It will last until the out-
break of World War IL.

1930

* The U.S. State Department publishes the Clark Memo-
randum, which refutes the 1904 Roosevelt corollary as a
legitimate extension of the Monroe Doctrine.

e In Peru, Lieutenant Colonel Luis M. Sinchez Cerro ousts
President Augusto B. Leguia, a move that begins a period
of economic and political instability.

* In Brazil, a coup d’état elevates Getilio Vargas to head
of state.

* The commander of the Dominican Republic’s army, Ra-
fael Leonidas Trujillo, seizes control of the government,
marking the start of a 31-year dictatorship.

1931

* Maximiliano Herndndez Martinez in El Salvador and
Jorge Ubico in Guatemala establish dictatorships that last
until 1944.

¢ Panama’s national police assist the nationalistic group Ac-
ci6on Comunal to overthrow President Florencio Harmo-
dio Arosemena, marking the military’s entry into national
politics.

1932

* Bolivia and Paraguay commence the Chaco War.

* A peasant uprising led by Agustin Farabundo Marti in El
Salvador is brutally repressed by the military.

¢ Tiburcio Carfas Andino becomes president of Honduras,
commencing a dictatorship that lasts until 1948.

1933

e At the 7th Pan-American conference in Montevideo,
Uruguay, U.S. secretary of state Cordell Hull announces
the good neighbor policy that forswears further U.S.
intervention in the internal affairs of Latin American
nations.

* In Cuba, Fulgencio Batista leads the “Sergeant’s Revolt”
that results in socialist Ramén Grau Martin becoming
president.
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1934

* Nicaraguan rebel leader Augusto César Sandino is assas-
sinated by government troops in Managua.

e With U.S. encouragement, Fulgencio Batista directs the
ouster of Ramén Grau Martin as Cuban president and re-
places him with Carlos Mendietta.

* In a new treaty, the United States and Cuba abrogate
the Platt Amendment and provide for the continued
U.S. occupation and use of its naval base at Guantinamo
Bay.

* A new Brazilian constitution extends the presidency of
Getdlio Vargas for another four years.

1934-40

® Mexican president Lazaro Cardenas nationalizes the for-
eign-owned rail and oil industries and implements a 44-
million-acre land distribution program.

1935

* Bolivia and Chile agree to a truce in the Chaco War.

1936

* Anastasio Somoza de Garcia gains control of the Nicara-
guan government, establishing a family dynasty that will
last until 1979.

* Getdlio Vargas declares a Novo Estado, or “new state,” in
Brazil that grants government control over a corporate
economic state.

* Dominican Republic dictator Rafael Trujillo directs the
killing of an estimated 12,000 Haitians in the northern
border region of the two nations.

1938

* The Mexican government nationalizes U.S.- and British-
owned oil companies.

® The Communist and Socialist Parties form an alliance to
create a Popular Front in Chile.

* Integralists fail in their fascist putsch against Brazilian
president Getilio Vargas.

* A peace treaty formally ends the Bolivian-Paraguayan
War and grants Paraguay ownership of the disputed
Chaco territory.

1939

* Following the outbreak of the European war, the foreign
ministers of the Western Hemisphere meeting at Panama
declare the establishment of a safety zone around the
Western Hemisphere.
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1940

1945

* In response to German victories in Europe, the Western
Hemisphere’s foreign ministers meet in Havana, where
they approve a “no-transfer” principle designed to deny
Germany access to French, Dutch, and potentially British
possessions in the Caribbean.

* Anew constitution, considered the most progressive in Latin
America at the time, is instituted in Cuba, after which Ful-
gencio Batista is elected to a four-year presidential term.

* Rexford Tugwell is appointed governor of Puerto Rico
and introduces Operation Bootstrap to foster the island’s
industrial development.

1941

® Mexico and the United States agree to a compensation
package for the 1938 nationalization of U.S.-owned oil
companies.

¢ U.S. involvement in World War II begins after the Japa-
nese attack the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Brazil and Mexico subsequently send troops abroad to
fight on the Allied side.

* The Panamanian National Police replace populist presi-
dent Arnulfo Arias, a critic of the United States, with Ri-
cardo Adolfo de la Guardia, who is sympathetic to U.S.

interests in the canal zone.

* Peruvian troops defeat Ecuadorean forces in their ongo-
ing border dispute.

1942

® The Western Hemisphere’s foreign ministers adopt mea-
sures that place civil rights restrictions on Axis residents
in Latin America.

1942-45
e President Manuel Avila Camacho uses U.S. World War IT

economic assistance to initiate Mexico’s industrialization.

1943

* The Argentine military establishes a dictatorship that in-
cludes Colonel Juan Perén as secretary of labor.

1944

* Violent demonstrations and protests and the loss of mili-
tary support force the resignation of Presidents Maximil-
iano Herndndez Martinez in El Salvador and Jorge Ubico
in Guatemala.

® The government-established House of Ecuadorian Cul-
ture significantly increases educational, artistic, and scien-
tific opportunities throughout Ecuador.

* Juan José Arévalo becomes Guatemala’s first civilian presi-
dent in 14 years.

* In Peru, José Luis Bustamente y Rivera is elected presi-
dent with support from the Alianza Popular Revolucio-
naria Americana, legalized as a political party for the first
time since 1932.

* The military forces the ouster of Brazilian president
Getulio Vargas.

1946

* Juan Per6n is elected president of Argentina; his subse-
quent nationalization of foreign-owned industries in-
cludes compensation.

® Brazil’s first national steel plant, Volta Redonda, is
inaugurated.

1947

¢ Latin American and U.S. delegates meeting in Rio de Ja-
neiro, Brazil, agree to the Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance,
or Rio Pact, which calls for cooperation should there be
an attack on one of the hemispheric nations.

* Evita Per6n spearheads a campaign in Argentina that re-
sults in women receiving the right to vote.

1948

* Colombian labor leader Jorge E. Gaitdn is assassinated
during rioting in Bogotd that contributes to the emer-
gence of guerrilla groups claiming to represent the inter-
ests of the nation’s poverty-stricken people.

* Organization of American States is established.

e Military coup in Venezuela leads to the dictatorship of
General Marcos Pérez Jiménez.

* A 44-day civil war in Costa Rica results in the emergence
of José Figueres as a prominent political figure for the
next generation.

¢ Chile’s Law for the Defense of Democracy outlaws the
Communist Party.

¢ Ecuador’s “banana boom” begins, making the country a
major player in the global market.

e Tuis Mufioz Marin becomes the first Puerto Rican to be
elected governor of Puerto Rico.

1950

* Jacobo Arbenz is elected president of Guatemala, and his
administration is characterized by reform, particularly
land distribution.

* Puerto Rican nationalists fail in their attempt to assassi-
nate U.S. president Harry S. Truman.



1952

Time Line (1900-Present) XXXiX

1958

* Guatemalan president Jacobo Arbenz signs into law a
sweeping land reform bill that provides for the distribu-
tion to peasants of privately held unused land.

* Realizing that he cannot win a fair presidential elec-
tion, Fulgencio Batista seizes control of the Cuban
government.

* Bolivian army caves into public pressure and permits
Victor Paz Estenssoro to assume the presidency follow-
ing his electoral victory. Paz will implement sweeping
government-sponsored socioeconomic programs.

1953

¢ Fidel Castro is sentenced to 15 years in prison for his
leadership role in the unsuccessful July 26 attack on the
Moncada military barracks in Santiago de Cuba.

1954

® The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency engineers the
ouster of Guatemalan president Jacobo Arbenz, pav-
ing the way for military rule and nearly 40 years of civil
strife.

e General Alfredo Stroessner seizes control of the
Paraguayan beginning his 35-year

dictatorship.

government,

* Brazilian president Getiilio Vargas commits suicide in his
office.

1955

* In a general amnesty, Fidel Castro is released from prison
in Cuba and flees to Mexico.

* Argentine military ousts President Juan Per6n, who flees
first to Paraguay and then to Spain.

1956

* Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio Somoza de Garcia is assas-
sinated. His son Luis ascends to the presidency.

¢ Fidel Castro returns to Cuba and escapes into the Escam-
bray Mountains, where he conducts a three-year guerrilla
war against President Fulgencio Batista.

1957

¢ Construction of Brasilia begins. It will replace Rio de Ja-
neiro as Brazil’s capital city.

 Great Britain grants internal self-government to Jamaica.

* Francois Duvalier comes to power in Haiti’s first universal
suffrage election and subsequently keeps control through
a reign of terror.

During a goodwill tour of Latin America, U.S. vice presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon meets with Brazilian president
Juscelino Kubitschek, who proposes an economic devel-
opment plan for Latin America.

Venezuelan military ousts President Marcos Peréz Ji-
ménez. Elections bring civilian Rémulo Betancourt to
office.

Central American foreign ministers agree to the establish-
ment of a Central American Common Market that goes
into effect two years later.

Facing a loss of civilian and military support, on New
Year’s Eve, President Fulgencio Batista flees Cuba for the
Dominican Republic.

1959

Fidel Castro victoriously marches into Havana to intro-
duce Cuba to a revolutionary and dictatorial regime.

1960

Venezuela is among the founding members of the Organi-
zation of Petroleum Exporting States.

Amid soaring tensions, the United States imposes a
sugar embargo on Cuba that prompts Castro to nation-
alize U.S.-owned industries on the island; this is fol-
lowed by a U.S. trade embargo that continues to the
present day.

1961

Before leaving office, U.S. president Dwight D. Eisen-
hower severs diplomatic relations with Cuba.

The Sandinista National Liberation Front is established
in Nicaragua.

U.S. president John F. Kennedy announces the Alliance
for Progress.

Fidel Castro’s forces repel the U.S.-sponsored invasion of

Cuba at the Bay of Pigs.

Vice President Joio Goulart becomes Brazil’s president
following the resignation of Jinio Quadros.

The family of Dominican Republic dictator Rafael Tru-
jillo flees the country following his assassination.

1962

At its meeting in San José, Costa Rica, the foreign min-
isters vote to expel Cuba from Organization of American
States activities.

The United States forces the withdrawal of Soviet mis-
siles from Cuba.
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1968

Beginning with Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago in 1962,
Great Britain grants independence to Guyana (1966), the
Bahamas (1973), Grenada (1974), Dominica (1978), St.
Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines (1979), Belize
and Antigua and Barbuda (1981), and St. Christopher and
St. Nevis (1983).

1963

Fidel Castro makes his first visit to the Soviet Union.

Under the auspices of Alliance for Progress funds, the
School of the Americas opens in the Panama Canal Zone
to train Latin American military officers.

1964

Anti-American riots erupt following a failed effort by
Panamanian students to fly their national flag at Balboa
High School in the canal zone.

Organization of American States approves a hemispheric
embargo against and the severing of diplomatic relations

with Cuba.

With clandestine U.S. financial support, Christian Dem-
ocrat Eduardo Frei is elected president of Chile, but
throughout his six-year term, Frei is unable to deliver on
socioeconomic reform promises.

With tacit U.S. approval, Brazilian military ousts Joio
Goulart, marking the beginning of a 21-year military
dictatorship.

1965

United States sends 40,000 troops to the Dominican Re-
public in order to prevent an alleged communist takeover
of the country.

1966

* Joaquin Balaguer is elected president of the Dominican

Republic and rules until 1978.

1967

Ernesto “Che” Guevara is killed by Bolivian forces in a
remote area of the Andes.

Panamanian military officer Manuel Noriega begins a
near 20-year career as an informant for the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency.

U.S.-based oil giant Texaco-Gulf makes a major oil dis-
covery in Ecuador’s Amazon region that within a decade
triggers a period of prosperity.

¢ Fidel Castro directs the nationalization of the estimated
55,000 private businesses operating in Cuba.

® General Juan Velasco Alvarado seizes control of the Peru-
vian government and begins a seven-year period of social
and economic reform.

1969

* Lieutenant Colonel (later general) Omar Torrijos be-
comes Panama’s head of state.

1970

* Self-professed Marxist Salvador Allende wins the Chilean
presidential election.

* Fidel Castro’s goal of a 10-million-ton sugar crop fails to
materialize, bankrupting the Cuban economy and forcing
him to turn to the Soviet Union for economic assistance.

* Panama banking laws are changed so that it can become
one of the world’s largest “offshore” banking centers.

1971

¢ Jean-Claude Duvalier succeeds his father as Haiti’s
dictator.

1972

* Michael Manley is appointed prime minister of Jamaica.

1973

* Chilean president Salvador Allende is killed during a
military coup d’état led by General Augusto Pinochet,
who sets in motion a 15-year brutal and nondemocratic
regime.

* Amid the country’s economic and political turmoil, the
Argentine military permits the return of Juan Peré6n from
Spain to be elected president of Argentina for the third
time.

1974

* Colombia’s political violence is replaced by the emergence
of warfare between competing drug cartels and the cartels
and the government for the next 35 years.

1975

* Argentina’s military government begins an eight-year
“Dirty War” against “radicals” that results in uncounted
deaths and an estimated 10,000-30,000 disappeared
persons.

* Venezuelan government nationalizes the oil industry.
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1982

* Isabel Per6n, who succeeded her husband to the Argen-
tine presidency in 1974, is ousted by the military.

1977

e U.S. president Jimmy Carter and Panama’s head of state,
Omar Torrijos, sign the Panama Canal Treaties that pro-
vide for the United States to relinquish control of the ca-
nal and canal zone to Panama by the end of 1999.

e Cuba and the United States establish “interests sections”
in each other’ capitals.

* In Argentina, the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo begin
their silent marches in front of the presidential offices to
protest the dictatorship and the “disappeared ones,” those
unaccounted for in the military’s Dirty War to eliminate
all leftists from the country.

1979

* Strongman Anastasio Somoza flees Nicaragua, ending a
43-year family dynasty. The Sandinistas take control of
the Junta of National Reconciliation that governs the
country.

1980

e In El Salvador, the Farabundo Marti National Lib-
eration Front is founded. In San Salvador, Archbishop
Oscar Romero is assassinated by a right-wing death
squad.

* Approximately 250,000 Cubans flee the country in
the Mariel boatlift. Fidel Castro uses the exodus as a
means to deport criminals and mentally and physically
ill people.

* Anastasio Somoza DeBayle is assassinated in Asuncion,
Paraguay, by Argentine radicals.

* General Manuel Antonio Noriega succeeds General Omar
"Torrijos as head of state in Panama following the latter’s
death in an airplane crash.

® In Peru, the radical guerrilla group known as Sendero
Luminoso, or Shining Path, unleashes a “people’s war” in
Andean indigenous communities that eventually spreads
into the cities.

1981

e U.S. president Ronald Reagan terminates U.S. financial
assistance to Nicaragua and approves the U.S. Central In-
telligence Agency’s plan to direct a counterrevolutionary
movement against the Sandinistas. Reagan also approves
a massive military assistance program to the Salvadoran
government to battle the Farabundo Marti National Lib-
eration Front.

* In an eight-week war, British forces defeat Argentine
troops to maintain control over the Falkland Islands in
the South Atlantic Ocean.

* Mexico’s suspension of service payments on its interna-
tional debt obligations triggers a Latin American debt
Crisis.

1983

* Pope John Paul’s visit to Central America is marred by a
confrontation with the Sandinistas in Nicaragua and the
execution of six guerrillas in Guatemala.

* The political unrest that follows Argentina’s loss to Brit-
ain in the Malvinas/Falklands War in 1982 leads to the
election of Raul Alfonsin as president.

e With support from the Organization of Eastern Carib-
bean States, the United States sends military forces into
Grenada to rescue U.S. students on the island but also to
prevent the emergence of an alleged communist regime.

1984

¢ Christian Democrat José Napoleén Duarte defeats right-
wing candidate Roberto D’Aubisson in El Salvador’s pres-
idential election.

1985

e Alan Garcia becomes the first Aprista candidate to be
elected president of Peru.

* José Sarnay becomes Brazil’s first civilian president in 21
years.

1986

* The inauguration of Vinicio Cerezo as president of Gua-
temala marks the country’s return to civilian government.

¢ In Ecuador, indigenous groups band together to form the
Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities to defend and
promote Indian land rights, religion, and culture.

* Haitian dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier and his family flee
the country’s turmoil, eventually finding haven in France.

1987

* Central American presidents accept the proposed peace
plan of Costa Rican president Oscar Arias to end the
fighting in Central America.

1988

* Contras agree to terminate their war against the Sandini-
stas in Nicaragua.
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* General Manuel Antonio Noriega seizes control of the
Panamanian government and uses the military to crush
opposition groups.

* Noriega is indicted by Miami and Tampa, Florida, grand
juries on drug trafficking and racketeering charges.

* In a national plebiscite, General Augusto Pinochet loses
his bid to govern Chile for an additional eight years.

* Carlos Salinas de Gortari becomes president of Mexico
after a contested election. In a break with Mexico’s past,
Salinas will accept neoliberal economic policies and ini-
tiate discussions that lead to the North American Free
Trade Agreement.

1989

® The United States initiates Operation Just Cause,
which results in the arrest of Panamanian dictator
Manuel Noriega and returns him to Miami to face drug
charges.

* Government forces defeat an uprising in San Salvador
sponsored by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front and kill six Jesuit priests and their housekeeper at
the Universidad Centroamericano.

* QOusted from office by a military coup d’état, Paraguayan
dictator General Alfredo Stroessner flees to Brazil.

* Patricio Alwyn, candidate of the left-of-center 17-party
Consternaciéon coalition, becomes Chile’s first civilian
president in 17 years; the coalition continues to govern
the country into the 21st century.

1990

® Violeta Barrios de Chamorro defeats Sandinista candidate
Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua’s presidential election.

¢ Political unknown Alberto Fujimori is elected Peru’s pres-

ident. He initiates an economic austerity program and
launches an all-out war against the Shining Path.

* A massive demonstration by indigenous groups and sym-
pathizers throughout Ecuador illustrates their importance
in the nation’s political dynamics.

e U.S. president George H. W. Bush launches the Enter-
prise for the Americas Initiative that envisages a Western
Hemispheric free trade zone.

e For the first time, Cuban trade relations with the Soviet
Union are conducted in “hard currency.”

1991

® Peronista Carlos Sail Menem becomes president of Ar-
gentina, but to the disappointment of his urban labor sup-
porters, he implements neoliberal economic policies.

* Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay establish the
Southern Cone Common Market, or MERCOSUR.

¢ With the collapse of the Soviet Union, Cuba loses its ma-

jor benefactor and enters a “special period” of economic
hardship.

* Guatemala extends diplomatic recognition to an indepen-
dent Belize.

* An outbreak of cholera, not seen since the 19th century,
symbolizes Peru’s decades-old socioeconomic woes.

* Jean-Bertrand Aristide assumes the Haitian presidency
but is overthrown by the military eight months later. A
crisis follows when the U.S. government refuses the ad-
mission of thousands of Haitians fleeing the country.

1992

* The governments of El Salvador and Nicaragua begin
the implementation of the Central American Peace
Accords.

* In an “autogolpe,” or self-coup, Peruvian president Alberto
Fujimori suspends the constitution and closes Congress.

® Peruvian military capture Shining Path leader Abimael
Guzman in Lima.

1993

 Juan Carlos Wasmosy becomes Paraguay’s first civilian
president in 40 years.

1994

* North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) goes
into effect on January. It establishes a common market
between Canada, Mexico, and the United States. On the
same day, Zapatista National Liberation Army in Chiapas
violently awakens Mexico to protest the government’s lack
of assistance to the country’s indigenous peoples and the

implementation of NAFTA.

e U.S. president Bill Clinton hosts the first Summit of the
Americas to initiate planning for a Free Trade Association
of the Americas.

* Argentine president Carlos Satl Menem successfully ma-
neuvers a constitutional adjustment that permits his elec-
tion to a second consecutive term.

1995

* Following the August exodus of an estimated 20,000 balse-
ros from Cuba to the United States, the two governments
reach an agreement to control immigration across the
Florida Straits.

¢ With 88 percent of the popular vote, René Prevail wins
the Haitian presidential election and enters office in the
first peaceful transfer of power in the nation’s history.
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2001

® The Guatemalan government concludes a peace agree-
ment with the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity
to end the country’s 36 years of civil strife.

* Pope John Paul II visits El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Nicaragua.

1997

® An estimated 2 million Ecuadoreans demonstrate across
the country to force President Abdald Bucaram to resign

and flee the country.

1998

* Pope John Paul II becomes the first Catholic prelate to
visit Cuba. He publicly denounces Cuba’s human rights
record and calls on the United States to lift its trade em-
bargo on the country.

¢ Former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet is arrested and
detained in Great Britain on a Spanish warrant charging
him with responsibility for the death of Spanish citizens
residing in Chile during his administration.

* In response to previous government corruption and dras-
tically low living standards, Hugo Chivez is elected presi-
dent of Venezuela.

* Ecuador and Peru settle their border dispute, a contro-
versy that dated to the Spanish colonial period.

1999

* Mireya Moscoso, the widow of Arnulfo Arias, becomes the
first female president of Panama.

¢ In a mass before 10,000 people at Mexico City’s Basilica
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pope John Paul II rails against
the global culture of violence.

* At noon on December 31, the United States formally
hands over control of the Panama Canal to Panama.

2000

* General Augusto Pinochet is released from house arrest in
Great Britain and returns to Chile.

* Vicente Fox, candidate of the rightist Partido de Accién
Nacional, is elected president of Mexico, the first non-
member of the Partido Revolucionario Institucional since
1929 to become president.

* In accordance with Venezuela’s new constitution, Hugo
Chavez is reelected president.

* Peruvian president Alberto Fujimori flees to Japan amid
corruption charges.

* Following a financial crisis, the Argentine economy col-
lapses, and its effects spill into Brazil. Economic recovery
begins in 2006.

2003

* Former leftist labor leader Luiz Inicio Lula da Silva is
elected president of Brazil. Despite his socialist philoso-
phy, he implements moderate socioeconomic programs.

2004

* United States—Chile Free Trade Agreement goes into effect.

2005

* Free trade agreement is concluded between the United
States, Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.

2006

* Owing to an unidentified illness, Fidel Castro “temporary”
passes Cuban leadership to his brother, Rail Castro.

* Evo Morales is elected president of Bolivia, the first per-
son of indigenous descent to hold this office.

® Despite growing opposition that included demonstra-
tions, work stoppages, and a national referendum to re-
move him from office, Hugo Chivez is reelected presi-
dent of Venezuela.

e Consternacién candidate Michelle Bachelet is elected the
first female president of Chile.

e Nobel Peace Prize winner Oscar Arias is elected to a sec-
ond term as president of Costa Rica.

e Sandinista strongman and leader against the U.S.-spon-
sored Contra War during the 1980s, Daniel Ortega wins
Nicaragua’s presidential election.

* The Dominican Republic and Haitian governments con-
clude an agreement to end 200 years of racially motivated
conflict between the two nations.

2007

* 'To meet the needs of larger ships, construction begins on
a third set of locks for the Panama Canal.

¢ Alberto Fujimori returns to Peru from Chile on an extra-
dition warrant to face corruption charges during his presi-
dential administration.

* United States—Peru Free Trade Agreement goes into effect.

® The Venezuelan electorate rejects proposed constitutional
amendments that would have tightened Hugo Chévez’s
grip on government.
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2008

2009

Cuban president Fidel Castro officially resigns, owing to
illness, and is succeeded by his brother, Radl Castro.

Bolivian president Evo Morales survives a recall
referendum.

Twelve South American nations—Argentina, Bolivia, Bra-
zil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru,
Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela—join to create the
Union of South American Nations, modeled after the Eu-
ropean Union.

Brazil’s National Petroleum reports the discovery of large
oil deposits off its Atlantic coast.

Russia dispatches ships, planes, and troops to conduct
joint military exercises with Venezuela.

e U.S. president Barack Obama promises closer U.S. rela-
tions with Latin America at the Summit of the Americas
meeting in Trinidad and Tobago.

® On January 12,2010, an earthquake measuring 7.0 on the
Richter scale strikes 15 miles west of Haiti’s capital, Port-
au-Prince, killing approximately 225,000 and injuring an-
other 300,000.

® On February 27,2010, an 8.8 magnitude earthquake, fol-
lowed by aftershocks and tsunami waves, strikes south-
central Chile, claiming hundreds of lives and hundreds
more injured and missing.
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Accion Comunal Initially a secret society founded
by middle-sector professionals in Panama City, PANaMa,
on August 19, 1923, the organization came to represent
Panamanian nationalists who challenged the ruling elite
and the country’s relationship with the United States.
Outside the milieu of the traditional Liberal-Conservative
elite politics that had dominated Panama since indepen-
dence in 1903, Accién Comunal represented the small
businessmen, engineers, lawyers, medical personnel, and
bureaucrats who labored outside the Panama Canal Zone
and wanted greater economic and political opportuni-
ties. The society was influential in the 1924 election to
the National Assembly of Harmodio Arias Madrid and
subsequently was responsible for the 1931 coup d’état
that vaulted him to the presidency and for the election to
the presidency of his brother, ARNULFO Arias MADRID,
in 1940 and 1949.

Accién Comunal advocated for a greater government
role in society and an EpucATION program that stressed
traditional Panamanian values and culture, including
the teaching of the Spanish language. It called for gov-
ernment programs to assist Panamanian, but not West
Indian, laborers in gaining jobs in the canal zone and to
aid the rural poor through land acquisition programs.
The founding of the National University in 1935 ensured
the education of a new generation of intellectuals imbued
with these nationalist concepts, which in turn increased
demands for government action. Their nationalist rheto-
ric blamed the United States and West Indians for all that
was wrong in Panama. After World War II, Panamanians
throughout the country increased their nationalistic
demands for Panamanian control of the canal and found
expression in the events leading to the 1977 Carter-
"Torrijos Treaties (see PANaAMA CANAL TREATIES).

Further reading:

Patricia Pizzurno Gelés. Harmodio Arias Madrid vy las relacio-
nes internacionales (Panama: n.p., 1991).

Meélida Ruth Septlveda. Harmodio Arias Madyrid: El hombre,
el estadista y el periodista (Panama: Editorial Universitaria,
1983).

Act of Chapultepec (1945) The Act of Chap-
ultepec was a resolution adopted at the Inter-American
Conference on Problems of War and Peace convened
at Mexico City, Mexico, from February 21 to March 8,
1945, that called for the consultation of American states
when one of those states was attacked directly or indi-
rectly or when its political independence or sovereignty
was threatened. Following the consultation, the American
states would respond in unison, including in taking mili-
tary action.

The resolution was another in a series of Latin
American efforts to limit U.S. unilateral action in the
hemisphere and particularly in the Caribbean. In their
desire for greater Latin American input in hemispheric
policy and actions, the delegates were also concerned
that the upcoming San Francisco Conference, scheduled
for April 25 to June 26, 1945, to establish the United
Nations (UN) would grant that organization the author-
ity to supersede any regional action. The issue was settled
with Article 51 of the UN’ charter, which provided that
regional self-defense action could be taken provided it
was immediately reported to the UN Security Council
for consideration. Significantly, the article did not obli-
gate the UN to take any action. These restrictions, how-
ever, did not prevent subsequent unilateral interventions
in the Caribbean by the United States.
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Further reading:

J. Lloyd Mecham. The United States and Inter-American Secu-
rity, 1889-1960 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1961).

Roger R. Trask. “The Impact of the War upon United
States—Latin American Relations, 1945-1949.” Diplomatic
History 1 (1979): 271-284.

Adams, J. M. G. M. “Tom” (b. 1931-d. 1985) prime
minister of Barbados Born on September 24, 1931,
in Spooner’s Hill, Bareapos, John Michael Geoffrey
Manningham Adams, better known as Tom Adams,
was the only son of Grantley Adams (b. 1898-d. 1971),
the founder of the Barbados Labour Party (BLP). After
studying at Harrison College in Barbados, Adams earned
an MLA. in politics, philosophy, and economics at Oxford
University in 1965. After briefly working for the British
Broadcasting Corporation, he returned to Barbados in
1966 to pursue a political career. Adams was elected to
the House of Assembly in 1966, and in 1971, after his
father died, he became the leader of the opposition.

The BLP defeated ErrorL Barrow’s Democratic
Labour Party (DLP) in the 1976 parliamentary elections,
and Adams became prime minister (1976-85). One of his
first acts was to rename the Seawell Airport the Sir Grantley
Adams International Airport. Adams pursued a foreign
policy closely aligned with the United States and sup-
ported OperaTioN URGENT Fury, the U.S.-led invasion of
GreNADA in 1983, by sending a contingent of the Barbados
Defense Force to accompany American troops. Following
the invasion, the United States agreed to expand the infra-
structure of the international airport in Barbados and the
development of the Regional Security System, based at
the Sir Grantley Adams International Airport, to provide
security for the eastern Caribbean. The greatly expanded
runway made the Sir Grantley Adams International Airport
one of the few places in the world where the Concorde
made regular flights. The four-hour flight from London to
Barbados was especially popular with British tourists.

Adams’s decision to support the U.S.-led invasion
of Grenada was the subject of intense political debate in
Barbados. Barrow, the leader of the opposition, sharply
criticized Adams’s policy and accused the prime minister
of being a puppet of Ronald Reagan’s administration. The
majority of the Barbadian population, however, eventu-
ally supported Adams’s initiative in the conflict. Political
analysts believed that Adams would easily win the 1986
parliamentary elections. Adams, however, died following
a heart attack in Bridgetown on March 11, 1985. He was
succeeded by his deputy prime minister, Bernard St. John.
In the 1986 elections, St. John lacked mass popular appeal,
and Barrow’s DLP was swept back into office.

Further reading:

Hilary Beckles. A History of Barbados: From Amerindian Settle-
ment to Caribbean Single Market (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2007).

agriculture Agriculture has long been the primary
economic pursuit of working Latin Americans. Pre-
Columbian societies cultivated a wide variety of crops
including avocados, chili peppers, maize (corn), potatoes,
and tomatoes; they also raised guinea pigs and turkeys for
domestic consumption. Many of these items remain part
of Latin America’s traditional diet. In the 15th and 16th
centuries, the Spanish and Portuguese brought new food
items from Europe to Latin America, including barley
and other grains, citrus fruits, and table vegetables. They
also brought livestock and subsequently coffee, sugar-
cane, and bananas from Africa. Over time, the economic
interchange transformed the character of pre-Columbian
agriculture.

The Spanish economic system also altered landhold-
ing patterns. Indigenous community-owned lands (¢jidos)
were replaced by large Spanish-owned tracts known as
encomiendas (and later haciendas) with the title holder
gaining labor rights to the NATIVE AMERICAN tenants.
Latin America’s independence from Spain did not sig-
nificantly alter landholding patterns, and by mid-19th
century, the term /atifundio was used to describe large,
privately owned estates. Peasants who remained tied to
a landowner had little, if any, opportunity to improve
their quality of life, and those who drifted deeper into
the countryside eked out a living on poor soil without the
benefits of mechanization, fertilizers, or other modern

A young woman inspecting growth of coffee beans, a staple
export crop of several nations in the circum-Caribbean
region and Brazil (Office of Inter-American Affairs, Photography and
Research)



farming methods. This process also led to a closed politi-
cal system that was directed by the elites at the expense
of the poor.

Advances in technology and TRANSPORTATION again
changed the face of Latin American agriculture in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Europe’s industrial revolu-
tion resulted in the rapid rise of urban centers that lured
rural workers to factories and prompted the overseas
search for foodstuffs. Steam-powered and subsequently
motorized vessels, along with refrigeration technology,
made Latin America’s agricultural produce readily avail-
able to the world’s markets. As a result, Argentine beef,
wheat, and wool were exported to Europe. BraziL sent
sugar, rubber, and most important, coffee. European
colonies and other states in the Caribbean produced
sugar, coffee, and tropical fruits for foreign consump-
tion. Central American coffee was a common site on the
docks at Hamburg, Germany. Two countries, CuBa and
MEexico, became tied to the U.S. market. Although Cuba
was still a Spanish colony until 1898, the primary market
for its sugar and tobacco was the United States. When
Mexican dictator Porfirio Diaz (b. 1830-d. 1915) opened
his country to foreign investment in the late 19th century,
U.S. businesses invested heavily in the grain and cattle
industries to feed both U.S. and European consumers.
Two U.S. companies with circum-Caribbean-wide hold-
ings were the United Fruit Company, which specialized
in bananas and other tropical fruits, and the Knight Sugar
Company. The primary beneficiaries of this system were
Latin America’s large landowners and foreign agricultural
investors. Furthermore, with time’s passage, the financial
costs of modernization and construction of supporting
infrastructure could not be met locally, which created
new opportunities for foreign investment. During this
same time period, Latin American governments found
ways to move the indigenous and peasants off their lands
and make them part of the latifundio system. The loss of
small farms adversely affected the local food supply.

The Great Depression that dominated the 1930s
followed by World War II stung Latin America’s agro-
export sector. Not all countries could strike barter
agreements for their primary products, as ARGENTINA
did with Great Britain, thus providing a safety valve for
its wheat and beef. Germany used the Aski mark, a spe-
cial currency system of bank credits to purchase Latin
American foodstuffs, but Aski marks could only be spent
on German manufactured goods. U.S. reciprocal trade
treaties had minimal impact, as most Latin American
goods already entered that country under most favored
nation status. Except for certain primary products, such
as Argentine beef and wheat, Brazilian rubber, and Cuban
and Caribbean sugar, Latin America’s agro-export sector
further deteriorated during World War II.

The years immediately after World War II did not
improve for agriculture. Latin Americans were advised
to await Europe’s economic recovery from the war, when
that continent could again import Latin American pro-
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duce; in fact, European demand for Latin American agri-
cultural products never returned to pre-depression levels,
as Europe had found a more amenable trading partner
in the United States. Two countries, Brazil and Mexico,
used U.S. wartime aid to stimulate industrialization,
while others such as Argentina and CHiLe used profits
from the international sale of their primary products to
do the same (see INDUSTRY). In Cuba, an odd combina-
tion of legislators representing local sugar interests
and Communist-led urban rABor unions voted against
accepting U.S. grants and loans to diversify the postwar
ecoNnomy. The Cuban sugar growers wanted only to
continue the benefits of the wartime economy. They did
not accept the fact that the new world sugar producers
would come back to the market and instead demanded
that the government in Havana seek new markets for the
products. The Communists, wanting to maintain their
socioeconomic prominence and place in the political
system, mistrusted the United States.

In response to the 1959 Cusax RevoLruTION,
the UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DeveropmenT (USAID) promoted rural development
and agrarian reform in Cuba in the 1960s and early
1970s. While the United States received much criticism
for its loss of interest in the program following President
John F. Kennedy’s death in 1963, Latin America’s elite
also created obstacles. They had no interest in sacrificing
any of their landholdings to peasants, much less see them
provided with the financial credits and supplies to make
those holdings successful. Peasants themselves were wary
of the unknown. The elite did benefit from USAID’s
modernization programs, however, which increased pro-
duction through such things as mechanization and the
use of fertilizers. Government and nongovernment orga-
nizations sponsored rural development programs were
not the only means attempted to bring about change.
Revolution was another.

The Mexican, Guatemalan, Cuban, and Nicaraguan
upheavals shared the common objective of land redistri-
bution to the rural poor. The Mexican CoNSTITUTION
of 1917 provided the legal cover for the government
to acquire the country’s vast latifundio system and to
redistribute those lands in small tracts and ejidos to
peasants. An estimated 44 million acres (17.8 million
ha) alone were redistributed in the 1930s. Guatemalan
president JacoBo ArBENz GuzmAN’s land redistribution
program led directly to the 1954 U.S.-sponsored inva-
sion of GuaTemara and restoration of the old order.
Fiper Castro Ruz’s various initiatives to create farmer’s
cooperatives never satisfied the local demand for food,
while the world market found its sugar elsewhere.
The model implemented in Nicaracua suffered from
administrative ineptitude and a 10-year U.S.-sponsored
guerrilla war.

From the 1970s onward, Latin American coun-
tries experienced mass MIGRATION to urban areas so
that by the end of the 20th century, only about one-
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third of the workforce labored in the agricultural sec-
tor. Nevertheless, agriculture today still employs more
people than any other single sector in Latin America,
and agricultural exports account for slightly over half
of the region’s exports. The neoliberal economic model
adopted in the 1980s accounts for the increased global
demand for certain Latin American products: soybeans
and other grains, beef, and forest products, all of which
are grown on large estates, including domestic and
foreign corporations. During this agro-export growth,
urban centers faced food shortages that led to the intro-
duction of urban farming in Brazil, Mexico, Argentina,
Cuba, and elsewhere. In the early 21st century, govern-
ments across the region were examining ways to open
new lands in order to produce foodstuffs for domestic
consumption.

See also aericurture (Vols. I, II, III); CoLumBian
Excuanee (Vols. 1, I1); ratirunpio (Vol. 1II).

Further reading:

Eric Holt-Giménez. Campesino a campesino: Voices from Latin
American Farmer to Farmer in Subsistence Agriculture (Oak-
land, Calif.: First Food Books, 2006).

Stuart McCook. The Agricultural Awakening of Latin America,
1900-1930 (Gainesville: Manuscript Collections, Uni-
versity of Florida Latin American Library, 1996).

Kunio Takase. Agriculture in Latin America and Global Struc-
tural Reform (Tokyo, Japan: IDC]J, 1997).

Lori Ann Thrupp. Bittersweer Harvests for Global Challenges
in Latin America’s Agricultural Export Boom (Washington,
D.C.: World Resources Institute, 1995).

Alfaro Delgado, José Eloy (b. 1842-d.1912) dom-
inant Ecuadorean politician from 1897 to 1911 Born in
Montecristi in Manabi Province, Ecuapor, José Eloy
Alfaro Delgado was the son of a Spanish immigrant
businessman and a mixed-blood Ecuadorean woman. At
age 22, Alfaro became involved in revolutionary politics
on behalf of the Liberal cause between 1865 and 1871,
after which he fled to PaNnama and became a successful
businessman, married, and fathered eight children. From
Panama, he disbursed funds to Liberal causes through-
out Latin America, earning an international reputation
as a stalwart against Conservative governments. He
returned to Ecuador in 1895 to led the successful Liberal
Revolution. A constituent assembly elected him presi-
dent in 1897, setting in motion 30 years of Liberal rule.
He returned to the presidency in 1906 for a second term.
Alfaro initiated many anticlerical measures, including
the nationalization of Cartnoric CHURCH properties,
secularization of EpuUCATION, limitations on the public
activities of the clergy, and establishing state control
over marriage and divorce. During his term, U.S. entre-
preneur Archer Harman completed the construction of a
railroad between Guayaquil and Quito. Alfaro attempted
to determine the future of Ecuadorean politics following

the untimely death of President-elect Emilio Estrada (b.
1855—d. 1911) on December 21, 1911. Condemned by
the public for attempting to use the government for his
own purposes, Alfaro and his followers were taken from
a Quito jail by a mob and brutally murdered on January
18, 1912.

See also conservaTism (Vol. IID); LiBeraLism (Vol. III).

Further reading:
Frank MacDonald Spindler. Nineteenth Century Ecuador
(Fairfax, Va.: George Mason University Press, 1987).

Allende Gossens, Salvador (b. 1908-d. 1973)
president of Chile Born into a middle-class family in
Valparaiso, Cuirg, Salvador Allende Gossens was edu-
cated in local public schools and, in 1933, earned a medi-
cal degree from the University of Chile, where he was
active in student politics and accepted the principles of
socialism. With others, including MarRMADUKE GROVE
Varrejo, Allende was a leader in the coup that resulted
in the 10-day Socialist Republic of Chile in June 1932.
A year later, he was a founding member of the Socialist
Party, and in 1937, at age 29, he was elected to the
Chamber of Deputies. The Socialists became part of the
Popular Front that led to the 1939 presidential election
of Pedro Aguirre Cerda (b. 1879—d. 1941), who appointed
Allende minister of health. Allende was elected four times
to the Senate between 1945 and 1969, earning a reputa-
tion as an excellent parliamentarian, and was president
of the Senate from 1965 to 1969. During his time in the
Senate, Allende authored or coauthored many pieces of
legislation that displayed his understanding of a govern-
ment’s social responsibilities: New legislation established
a medical college; family and pregnancy assistance for the
poor; and social security for workers, peasants, widows,
and orphans.

Until 1952, Allende also held several offices in
the Socialist Party, including that of secretary-general.
However, he and some of his colleagues left the party
following the decision to support the presidential can-
didacy of Carvos IBANEz DEL Camrpo. Allende’s group
founded the People’s Front and nominated him for
the presidency that same year, but he garnered only 4
percent of the popular vote. In 1956, Allende’s People’s
Front joined with the Communist, Socialist, and small
leftist parties to form the Popular Action Front (Frente
de Accién Popular, or FRAP), which supported Allende’s
presidential bids in 1958 and 1964. Allende lost to Jorge
Allesandri (b. 1896-d. 1986) by only 35,000 votes in
the 1958 contest, a result that raised expectations for
his next bid. But, changing world conditions by 1964
militated against a FRAP victory. The cold war between
the United States and the Soviet Union had reached a
peak: After the nuclear arms race that followed the Soviet
launching of Sputnik in 1957 and the raising of the Berlin
Wall in 1961, FipeL Castro Ruz had begun his Cusan



A statue of President Salvador Allende in Santiago, Chile.
Elected on September 4, 1970, Allende served until ousted by a
military coup d'état on September 11, 1973. (Thomas M. Leonard
Collection)

RevoruTion, and the subsequent 1961 Bay oF Pias iNva-
sioN and the 1962 CuBaN MISSILE cRrisis not only threat-
ened the world with war but raised the specter of the
spread of communism across Latin America.

Allende’s 1964 campaign was plagued by these new
global conditions, in particular Castro’s revolution in
Cuba. The Christian Democrats, the CatrnorLic CHURCH,
and the traditional Conservative and Liberal Parties, all
painted a frightening picture of Cuba. They asserted
that if Allende won the 1964 election, the same politi-
cal tyranny, lack of civil and political rights, attack on
the Catholic Church, and depressed economy would
prevail in Chile. The U.S. government agreed: The
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) funneled $3 million
into Epuarpo Frer MoNTALvA’s campaign. Allende was
roundly defeated in the September 4, 1964, elections.
Frei captured 55.6 percent of the popular vote, and
Allende, 38.6 percent.

At best, Frei had a mixed record of success during
his six-year presidency. In the 1970 presidential election,
Allende, now running under the Popular Unity (UP)
banner, received 36.3 percent of the vote; Conservative
Jorge Allesandri, 34.9 percent; and Christian Democrat,
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Radomiro Tomi¢ (b. 1914—d. 1992), 27.8 percent. While
awaiting congressional approval of the election results
in November, there was a significant amount of politi-
cal maneuvering by Conservatives and the Christian
Democratic Party (Partido Demécrata Cristiano
[PDC]) to deny Allende the presidency. Additionally, the
Conservatives and the United States were linked to coup
plots. Amid the uncertainty, rich Chileans began with-
drawing their funds from local banks, depositing them
abroad for safekeeping. No action was taken to deny
Allende his victory, and on November 3, 1970, Congress
confirmed him as president of Chile.

Allende’s first actions as president only proved to his
critics their belief that he was a tyrant. He decreed a one-
time wage increase and then a price freeze. He used the
funds from Frei’s “Chileanization” program to support
his own housing, education, and medical assistance pro-
grams. For a year, Allende’s economic policies appeared
successful: Industrial growth increased by 8.3 percent,
and agricultural output, by 5.3 percent, and the govern-
ment was adequately managing the $315 million balance
of payments deficit. The optimism changed to pessimism
in 1971 with the nationalization of U.S.-owned businesses
such as copper companies, International Telephone and
Telegraph (IT&T), Ford Motor Company, W. R. Grace,
and the Bank of America. Castro’s visit to Chile on
November 10-11, 1971, only confirmed the worst fears
that Allende belonged to the international communist
movement.

The 1970 government mandated that wage increases
remain frozen, thus wages did not keep pace with rising
prices caused by a shortage of consumer goods and
foodstuffs. Unemployment increased, and government
revenues decreased following U.S. president Richard
M. Nixon’s edict to halt U.S. importation of Chilean
copper. Nixon also successfully maneuvered to prevent
the Inter-American Development Bank and World Bank
from extending further credits to the Allende admin-
istration. Clandestinely, the CIA provided financial
support for antigovernment demonstrations and other
forms of protest in Chile and paid truck drivers not to
deliver foodstuffs to the cities. By the end of 1972, the
Chilean economy hit new lows. Inflation stood at 323
percent, agricultural imports were up 84 percent over
1970, and real wages had dropped by 7 percent in the
same period. Allende’s proposal to replace Congress
with a one-house legislature of the people struck at
the heart of the nation’s political history of democracy
and threatened the elite and middle sectors. By sum-
mer 1973, rumors abounded about a possible coup
d’état. It came on September 11, when Army Chief of
Staff Aucusto PiNnocHET UcArTE engineered Allende’s
ouster. Allende died during the fighting, possibly by his
own gun. With Allende’s death, Chile’s socialist experi-
ment came to an abrupt end. Pinochet would replace it
with a brutal military dictatorship and a neoliberal, or
free market, economy.
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Further reading:

Stefan De Vylder. Allende’s Chile: The Political Economy of the
Rise and Fall of the Unidad Popular (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1976).

Norman Girvan. Copper in Chile: A Study in Conflict between
Corporate and National Economy (Mona, Jamaica: Institute
of Social and Economic Research, University of West In-
dies, 1972).

Edy Kaufman. Crisis in Allende’s Chile: New Perspectives (New
York: Praeger, 1988).

Alliance for Progress On March 13, 1961, U.S.
president John F. Kennedy pledged that the United States
would work to satisfy the basic human needs of all Latin
Americans and that these socioeconomic improvements
would be carried out within a democratic framework.
Kennedy cautioned that “those who do not make evo-
lutionary change possible make revolution probable.”
Kennedy’s warning addressed not only the historical roots
of Latin America’s socioeconomic and political disparities
but also international and local events such as the Russian
and Chinese Revolutions, the spread of communism after
World War II, and Fiper Castro Ruz’s 1959 Cusan

Revorution. Occupied with containing communist
expansion in Western Europe, Korea, and Southeast Asia,
the United States ignored pleas from Latin America’s
leadership for a program similar to the 1948 European
Recovery Program (ERP), or Marshall Plan, as it was
popularly known. Only after the U.S.-sponsored invasion
of GuaTEMALA in 1954, which restored the old order, did
U.S. policy change (see GuaTemara, U.S.-sPONSORED
INVASION OF). In 1956, Brazilian president JusceLiNno
Kusrrscuek pE Oriveira warned U.S. authorities that if it
did not support socioeconomic changes, it faced the prob-
ability of hemispheric turmoil. A 1959 U.S. congressional
report reaffirmed Kubitschek’s view.

Kennedy envisioned a $20-billion, 10-year U.S.
commitment in public and private capital and another
$80-billion effort from Latin American governments, the
world’s other industrial nations, and international finan-
cial institutions. On August 17, 1961, the Inter-American
Economic and Social Council of the OrGANIZATION OF
AMERICAN STATES (OAS) met in Punta del Este, Urucuay,
to draft the Charter for the Alliance for Progress, as envi-
sioned by Kennedy and Kubitschek.

The Alliance for Progress’s charter called for long-
term economic planning, balanced production, and Latin

“Barrio Alianzia” Alianzia in Bogotd, Colombia, a housing project constructed with funds provided by the Alliance for Progress (United
States Information Agency)



American economic integration to bring about price
stability, prevent price swings in the commodity mar-
kets, and prevent sharp fluctuations in exchange rates
that discouraged exports and reduced foreign invest-
ment throughout the region. Ultimately, these economic
measures would result in a minimum 2.5 percent annual
increase in the per capita income.

The Alliance for Progress also called for an extensive
agrarian reform program, more equitable distribution of
national income, more low-income housing, increased med-
ical services in both urban and rural areas, increased edu-
cational opportunities, and a reduction in Latin America’s
high population growth rates. Kennedy also encouraged
cultural exchanges that included bringing Latin Americans
to the United States to educate North Americans about
Latin America’s cultural richness and diversity.

The Alliance for Progress furthermore called on
Latin American governments to curtail MILITARY spend-
ing and use those funds for socioeconomic improve-
ments. To achieve this objective, the military would
take on a new role by conducting counterinsurgency
programs designed to alter its traditional brutal image
and to build popular loyalty to the state rather than to
communists who promised a better world through the
destruction of the existing order. Under this program,
the military would engage in civic action programs that
included providing medical care, constructing health
and sanitation facilities, clearing forests and jungles for
agricultural purposes, building houses and roads, and
conducting literacy and technical skills training. The
military would also shift its emphasis from defending
against possible border attacks to internal security.

The Alliance for Progress did not achieve its lofty
goals for several reasons. Following its initial euphoria,
the United States lost interest in the program as it became
more involved in the Vietnam War. Despite his Great
Society program at home, U.S. president Lyndon Johnson
did not share Kennedy’s interest in social reform in Latin
America and dismantled much of the U.S. government
infrastructure that administered the program. President
Richard M. Nixon had even less interest in the region.
Believing in military solutions to guerrilla conflict, both
presidents increased arms sales to Latin America. Although
there were some improvements in health, education, and
welfare, Latin America’s elite and middle sectors opposed
using national taxes to go beyond the U.S. expenditures.
The elite opposed land redistribution programs and along
with the middle sector, resisted the implementation of a
progressive tax program. Equally strenuously, the elite and
middle sectors refused the democratization requirements
that the Alliance for Progress called for, such as broaden-
ing the electoral base, ending rigged elections, and hold-
ing elections free of intimidation. They had no interest
in sharing political power with the lower socioeconomic
sector. Instead of democracy, during the 1960s, there were
16 extraconstitutional changes in government throughout
Latin America resulting in military regimes. As the decade
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progressed, the military also altered its focus from civic
action programs to crushing suspected and real guerrilla
groups. In that process, the police and military used U.S.
military assistance to brutalize the population.

Given these conditions, in 1970, the U.S. Congress
began to cut funding for the Alliance for Progress until
its closure in 1973. During that three-year period,
the UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DEeveropMmENT transferred many of its activities to a pri-
vate-sector initiative called Partners for the Americas.

Further reading:

“Charter of Punta del Este.” The Avalon Project, Yale Law
School. Available online (http://avalon.law.yale.edu/
20th_century/intam16.asp). Accessed April 15, 2009.

Stephen G. Rabe. “Controlling Revolutions: Latin America,
the Alliance for Progress, and Cold War Anti-Commu-
nism.” In Kennedy’s Quest for Victory: America’s Foreign Pol-
icy, 1961-1963, edited by Thomas G. Paterson, 105-122
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1989).

L. Ronald Scherman, ed. The Alliance for Progress: A Retro-
spective (New York: Praeger, 1988).

Jeftrey F. Taffet. Foreign Aid as Foreign Policy: The Alliance
for Progress in Latin America (New York: Routledge,
1997).

Amazon Regional Cooperation Agreement
(Amazon Pact) (1978) Popularly referred to as
the Amazon Pact, the Amazon Regional Cooperation
Agreement was signed on July 3, 1978, by representa-
tives of the governments of BoLrivia, Brazi, CoLoMBia,
Ecuapor, Guvana, Peru, SuriNname, and Venezuela to
promote the harmonious development of the Amazon
region and to share the benefits of that development among
the contracting parties. While the pact intended to curtail
foreign development of the Amazon region, the member
nations lacked sufficient financial resources to develop it on
their own. In the mid-1980s, the member states turned to
world financiers but faced environmental requirements as
prerequisites for loans and grants. This led to the establish-
ment in 1989 of a committee on natural resources and the
environment to design environmental projects that would
satisty lenders’ requirements. It also led to discussions on
economic integration, which resulted in the creation of the
ANDEAN CoMMUNITY OF NATIONS in 1996.

Further reading:
Roger W. Fontaine. The Andean Pact: A Political Analysis (Bev-
erly Hills, Calif.: Sage Publications, 1978).

American Popular Revolutionary Alliance
(Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana; APRA;
Aprista Party) The American Popular Revolutionary
Alliance, or Aprista Party, was founded by Peruvian
Vicror Ratr Hava e 1A Torre on May 1, 1924, while he



10 Andean Community of Nations

was in exile in Mexico City. Originally, Haya de la Torre
envisioned a continent-wide organization that would
advocate a return of the Panama Canal to PAnama, stand
against U.S. imperialism, and oppose the ruling elites
throughout Latin America. While the Aprista Party sub-
sequently did influence several Latin American political
parties, most notably Costa Rica’s National Liberation
Party (PLN) and Borivia’s NaTIONAL REVOLUTIONARY
MovemenT (MNR), it is identified with Peru. APRA
originally appealed mainly to the sugar workers who had
lost their jobs to mechanization in the late 19th and early
20th centuries but subsequently attracted many univer-
sity students and middle-sector people, who wished to
change Peru’s closed and corrupt political system. At one
time, APRA was populist, anti-oligarchical, reformist, and
nationalist. It called for control of foreign capital, agrar-
ian reform, industrialization, and the redistribution of
wealth. According to Peru’s ruling military-elitist clique,
APRA was nothing more than a communist organization
that it would never permit to take political power.

Haya de la Torre stood as APRA’s presidential can-
didate in 1931, after which the party was outlawed until
1945 because its leftist orientation challenged Peru’s
established order. A constant target of the ruling mivI-
TARY, Haya de la Torre was forced to seek refuge in the
Colombian embassy in 1948, where he remained for five
years. In 1956, he negotiated an agreement with ruling
general Manuel A. Odria (b. 1897-d. 1974), under which
APRA was permitted to participate in politics in return
for “modifying” its position on reform. The pact did not
prevent the apristas from continuing to oppose govern-
ment policies.

Finally, APRA’s ALan GasrieL Lubwic Garcia PErez
won the 1985 presidential contest. His administration fell
on hard times in part due to global economic conditions
adversely affecting his program at home. The economic
doldrums also led to the election of ALBerTo KEINYA
Fuymmorl. Fifteen years after completing his first term,
Garcia returned to the presidency on July 28, 2006, after
winning a runoff election against Olineta Humula, candi-
date of the left-of-center Union of Peru Party.

Throughout its existence, APRA has experienced a
significant amount of infighting, with those with more
“leftist” or radical tendencies leaving to establish new
parties or movements such as the Popular Action Party
(AP) in 1956, the Movement of the Revolutionary Left
(MIR) in 1965, and the Tovrpac AMarRU RevoLuTIONARY
MovememenTt (MRTA) in 1984. Although APRA has
held the Peruvian presidency only twice in its existence,
its influence in shifting national politics from oligarchic
control to more inclusionary democratic regimes has
been significant.

Further reading:

Carol Graham. Peru’s APRA: Parties, Politics and the Elu-
sive Quest for Democracy (Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Reiner,
1992).

Steve Stein. “The Paths to Populism in Peru.” In Populism in
Latin America, edited by Michael Conniff, 97-116 (Tusca-
loosa: University of Alabama Press, 1999).

Andean Community of Nations (Comunidad
Andina de Naciones; CAN) On May 26, 1969, the
Treaty of Cartagena formed a trade bloc that included
Borivia, Coromsia, Ecuapor, Peru, and Cuire. By
2008, members of the Andean Community of Nations
(CAN) had a combined gross domestic product of $745.3
billion and included an estimated 120 million people. In
1976, Chilean president Avcusto PiNvocHET UGARTE
announced the withdrawal of his nation from CAN on
the grounds of economic incompatibility, and Chile
was quickly replaced by VEnezuEeLa. In 1993, an opera-
tional free trade zone came into being among Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela. A 1997 agreement
provided for Peru’s gradual incorporation into the
Andean Free Trade Zone.

Following the initiation of the NorTH AMERICAN
Free TRADE AGREEMENT in January 1, 1994, and U.S.
president Bill Clinton’s pursuit of a FREe TRADE AREA OF
THE AMERICAS (FTAA), several Latin American nations
saw a need to band together to counter what they per-
ceived to be ano