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PREFACE TO THE SET

How does one define Latin America? Geographically,
Latin America stretches from the Rio Grande River
on the U.S.-Mexican border and Cuba, bordering the
Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, to Tierra del
Fuego at the southern tip of South America. The area
is two and one-half times the size of the United States.
Brazil alone is slightly larger than the continental United
States. Within this vast geographic region there is enor-
mous human and physical variety.

In historical terms, Latin America includes those
parts of the Americas that at one time were linked to the
Spanish, Portuguese, and French Empires and whose
people speak a Romance language (a language derived
from Latin, such as Spanish, Portuguese, French, and the
derivative Creole). When Napoleon III popularized the
term Latin America in the 1860s, he implied a cultural
relationship between France and those countries of the
Western Hemisphere where these language traditions
existed: Mexico, most of Central and South America,
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Haiti,
Martinique, Guadeloupe, and French Guiana. A literal
interpretation of Napoleon III’s definition would also
include portions of the Southwest United States, Florida,
and Louisiana; Quebec in Canada; and the islands of
St. Pierre and Miquelon off of Newfoundland’s coast.
English is the first language of most Caribbean islands,
and Papiamento, a form of Creole, is predominant in
the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba. Amerindian dia-
lects remain the primary languages in parts of Mexico,
Guatemala, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia.

The mixture of languages illustrates the diversity of
race and culture across Latin America. The Amerindians,
or Native Americans, dominated the pre-Columbian
time period. In the 21st century, their descendants are
still prevalent in Mexico, Guatemala, Ecuador, Peru,
Bolivia, and the upper reaches of the Amazon River
in the Andes Mountains. Latin America was colonized
primarily by the Spanish and to a lesser degree by the
Portuguese, first and foremost in Brazil. British, French,
and Dutch interlopers followed, and in the 20th century,

XXV

the United States had a profound impact across the
region. For economic reasons, slavery was practiced most
notably in Brazil, along the Ecuadoran coast, and in the
Caribbean Islands. Each of these ethnic groups—and
the descendants of interracial relationships—produced
its own culture with unique religious traditions, family
life, dress styles, food, art, music, and architecture. With
accelerated globalization throughout the 20th century,
Western ideas and culture have had a significant impact
upon Latin America.

Geography and climatic conditions also play a major
role in the development of societies, their cultures, and
economies. Latin America is no exception. For example,
the Andes Mountains that traverse the west coast of
South America served as the centerpiece of the Inca
Empire in the pre-Columbian period, the source of gems
and ores during the Spanish colonial period, and the ores
and petroleum essential for modern-day industries. The
Andes westward slopes and coastal plains provided agri-
cultural products since the earliest of times. The rolling
plains, or pampas, of north-central Argentina, southern
Brazil, and Uruguay coupled with a Mediterranean-type
climate turned those areas into highly productive cattle
and grain centers. In contrast, the Amazon rain forest in
Brazil, while still home to undiscovered Native American
groups, offered little economic advantage until the 20th
century, when the logging industry and land clearing
for agricultural expansion cut deep into the rain forest’s
expanse. The tropical climate of the Caribbean and the
coastal areas of Central America offered fertile ground
for sugar, tobacco, and tropical fruits.

People, geography, language and culture, and eco-
nomic pursuits transformed Latin America into one of
the world’s most diverse regions. Yet, the 41 countries
and foreign dependencies that make up Latin America
share four distinguishable historical time periods: the
pre-Columbian period, followed by nearly three centu-
ries of colonial rule; the struggle for national identity
during the 19th century; and the quest for modernity
since 1900.



XXVi Preface to the Set

"The Encyclopedia of Latin America takes a chronological
approach to the examination of the Latin American expe-
rience. Divided into four volumes, each devoted to one
of the four time periods that define Latin American his-
tory, this unique reference work contrasts sharply with
traditional encyclopedias. It provides students and general
readers the opportunity to examine the complexity and
vastness of the region’s development and culture within a
given time period and to compare the time periods.

Volume 1, Amerindians through Foreign Colonization,
focuses on the pre-Columbian period from the ear-
liest Native American societies through the arrival
of the Spanish conquistadores. Scholars continue to
debate the number of Native Americans, or “Indians”
as Christopher Columbus labeled them, who resided in
the Americas when Columbus first reached the region in
1492. Estimates range from a low of 10 million to a high
of slightly more than 100 million. While most scholars
agree that the earliest waves of migrants came to the
Americas across the Bering Straits land bridge as early
as 40,000 years ago, there is continued debate over both
the dates of settlement and descent of the earliest settlers.
More recent scholarship in Chile and Brazil place the
earliest New World migrants to 33,000 B.c.E. and suggest
them to be of South Asian and Pacific Islander—rather
than Eurasian—descent.

By the time of the European arrival on Latin America’s
mainland in the early 1500s, three highly organized Native
American societies existed: Aztec, Maya, and Inca. Mexico’s
central valley was home to the rigidly stratified Aztec soci-
ety, which by the time of the conquest reached southward
and eastward to the Caribbean coast. The Aztecs had
earned a reputation for their military prowess, for the
brutal exploitation of the peoples brought into the empire,
and for ceremonial city building, evidenced by its capital,
"Tenochtitlin, the site of contemporary Mexico City. From
Peru’s Cuzco Valley, the Inca Empire in South America
stretched 3,000 miles (4,287 km) through the Andes
mountain chain and inland to the east from Ecuador, in the
north, to Chile, in the south. Through a tightly controlled
bureaucracy, the Incas exercised control of the conquered
communities. The Maya civilization began approximately
in 1000 B.c.E. and, through a system of independent city-
states, extended from Mexico’s Yucatin Peninsula through
Guatemala. For reasons not yet fully understood, Classic
Maya civilization began its political collapse around 900
C.E., but Mayan society and culture remained intact. Aside
from the three major groups, many other Native American
societies existed throughout Latin America, such as the
Arawaks and Tainos in the Caribbean and the Mapuche
and the Guarani in Argentina, Paraguay, and Chile.

Marked differences separated groups within the larger
society and each group from the other. For example, even
today, the Mexican government reports nearly 200 dif-
ferent linguistic groups; Guatemala, 26 different Mayan
dialects; and an estimated 10 million Native Americans
speak some form of the Quechua language in the high

Andes along South America’s Pacific coast. Elaborate
ceremonies that included human sacrifice characterized
the Aztec, Inca, and Maya religions. Agriculture was the
primary economic pursuit of all Native American groups,
while hunting and fishing were pursued by some groups.
Textiles and metalwork usually contained designs pecu-
liar to each indigenous group.

Volume 11, From Colonies to Independent Nations,
focuses on the Spanish colonial period, from the early
16th century through the early 19th century. At the
beginning of this time period, the Spanish explored the
South and North American continents, laying out an
empire in the name of the king and queen of Spain and
the Roman Catholic Church. Despite the vastness of the
empire, which stretched from Tierra del Fuego at the
southern tip of South America to the far reaches of
the northwest Pacific Coast, eastward to the Mississippi
River and into the Floridas, the Spanish attention focused
on the areas of modern-day Mexico and Peru. Both were
home to significant Native American societies and rich in
mineral wealth, particularly gold and silver. The colonies
existed for the benefit of Spain, and the application of
mercantilist economic policies led to the exploitation of
natural resources, regulation of manufacturing and agri-
culture, and control of international trade, all of which
contributed to a pattern of large land holdings and abuse
of labor. In effect, the system drained the colonies of its
specie and other wealth and negated economic develop-
ment and the emergence of a significant entrepreneurial
class in the colonies. The Spanish imposed their politi-
cal and cultural systems on the colonies, including the
Native Americans. A highly centralized governmental
structure provided little opportunity for political par-
ticipation by the Spanish colonial residents, except in
matters at the local level. The colonial laws and rules
were made in Spain and enforced in the New World by
officials appointed by the Crown. During the colonial
period, the Catholic Church became an entity unto itself.
It administered education, hospitals, social services, and
its own court system. It tithed its followers and charged
fees for religious services. Because the church was exempt
from taxes to the Spanish Crown, it emerged as a colonial
banker and a benefactor of the Spanish colonial system.
The church, therefore, was not anxious to see the system
change.

In theory, the Brazilian colonial experience paral-
leled the Spanish model, but in application, the Brazilian
model was much different. The states established on
Brazil’s Atlantic coast were administered like personal
fiefdoms by the king of Portugal’s appointed authorities.
Because the colony lacked natural resources for mass
exploitation and a Native American population to con-
vert to Catholicism, Portugal gave little attention to its
New World colony.

Latecomers to the New World, the British, French,
and Dutch colonization schemes were confined to the
Caribbean region. As with the Spanish and Portuguese,



each island fell victim to the political system of the
mother country. Over time, the local governments of the
British became more representative of the resident popu-
lation. The economic focus on sugar production caused
the importation of slave labor from Africa.

New World discontent in the mid-17th century led
to reforms in the Spanish colonial system, but it took
European events in the early 19th century to bring about
Latin America’s independence by 1826. Only Cuba
and Puerto Rico remained under Spanish rule, and the
British, French, and Dutch maintained control over their
Caribbean island positions. Brazil received its indepen-
dence on September 7, 1822, but continued to be gov-
erned by a member of the royal Portuguese family until
November 15, 1889.

The legacies of colonial rule became evident imme-
diately following independence. The establishment of
governmental institutions and the place of each nation
in the growing global economy that characterized 19th-
century Latin America are the subject of volume III, The
Search for National Identity. In addressing these issues,
political and religious leaders, intellectuals, and foreign-
ers who came to Latin America were confronted by the
legacies of Spanish colonial rule.

The New World’s Spanish descendants, the creoles,
replaced the Spanish peninsulars at the apex of the rigid
social structure and sought to keep political power con-
fined to themselves. Only conflicting ideologies sepa-
rated the elite. One group, the Conservatives, remained
tied to the Spanish tradition of a highly centralized
government, a privileged Catholic Church, and a hesi-
tancy to reach out to the world. In contrast, the Liberals
argued in favor of a greater decentralization of political
power, the curtailment of church privileges, and greater
participation in world affairs, particularly trade. Liberals
and Conservatives, however, did not want to share politi-
cal power or wealth with the laboring classes, made up
of mestizos, Native Americans, or blacks. The dispute
over the authority of central governments played out
in different ways. In Argentina and Chile, for example,
Conservatives Juan Manuel de Rosas and Diego Portales
produced constitutions entrenching the Spanish tradi-
tions. In Central America, it signified the disintegration
of the United Provinces by 1839 and the establishment
of Conservative-led governments. The contestants for
Mexican political power took to the battlefield, and the
struggle produced 41 presidents from 1822 through
1848.

The Latin American world began to change in the
1860s with the emergence of Liberal leaders. It increas-
ingly contributed raw materials to industrialized Europe.
The heads of state welcomed foreign investment for the
harvesting and processing of primary products and for
constructing the supportive infrastructure. And, while
the Liberals struck against church privileges, as in Chile
during the 1880s, they still retained political power and
continued to discriminate against the working classes.
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Brazil and the colonized Caribbean Islands fell
within the same purview as Spanish America. Although
Brazil peacefully achieved independence in 1822, it con-
tinued its monarchial form of government until 1889.
During that same time period, Brazil participated in the
world economy through the exportation of sugar, fol-
lowed by rubber and coffee. Meanwhile, the Caribbean
Islands from Cuba southward to Trinidad and Tobago
continued to be administered as part of European colo-
nial empires. Administrators from Spain, Great Britain,
France, and the Netherlands arrived to govern the island
and to oversee the exportation of primary products, usu-
ally sugar, tobacco, and tropical fruits.

Latin America’s participation in the global economy
accelerated in the 20th century, but the new era also
brought new players in the region’s economic and politi-
cal arena—the United States and Latin America’s lower
socioeconomic groups. These concepts form the basis for
the entries in volume IV, The Age of Globalization.

The U.S. entry into Latin American affairs was
prompted by the Cuban struggle for independence from
1895 to 1898 and the U.S. determination to construct a
trans-isthmian canal. The U.S. three-month participa-
tion in the Cuban-Spanish War in 1898 and its role in
securing Panama’s independence in 1903 also confirmed
long-standing assumptions regarding the backwardness
of Latin American societies, owing to the legacies of the
Spanish colonial system. More obvious was the need to
secure the Panama Canal from foreign interlopers. U.S.
policymakers combined the two issues—political and
financial irresponsibility and canal security—to justify
U.S. intervention throughout the circum-Caribbean
region well into the 1920s. U.S. private investment fol-
lowed the government’ interventions and together led to
the charge of “Yankee imperialism.”

The entrance or attempted entrance into the national
political arena by the middle and lower socioeconomic
groups remained an internal affair until after World
War II, when they were considered to be part of an
international communist movement and again brought
the United States into Latin America’s internal affairs.
Argentina and Chile provide early 20th-century examples
of the middle sector entering the political arena while the
governments continued to suppress labor. The results
of the Mexican Revolution (1911-17) provided the first
example of a Latin American social revolution addressing
the needs of the lower socioeconomic class at the expense
of the elite. In the 1920s and 1930s, small Communist
or communist-like political parties or groups emerged
in several countries, including Costa Rica, Chile, Brazil,
and Peru. While of concern at the time, the presence of
communism took on greater importance with the emer-
gence of the cold war in 1945, when the “generation of
rising expectations” fused with the Communists in their
call for a complete overhaul of the socioeconomic and
political structures rooted in Spanish colonialism. In the
ambience of the cold war, however, the 1954 presidential
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election of Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala, Fidel Castro’s
actions in Cuba in 1959 and 1960, the 1963-65 political
crisis in the Dominican Republic, the administration of
Chilean president Salvadore Allende from 1970 to 1973,
and the Central American wars during the 1980s were
intertwined into the greater context: struggles of free-
dom against international communism based in Moscow.
To “save” these countries from communism, the United
States intervened but in so doing restored and propped
the old order. The struggle against communism also
resulted in a generation of military governments across
South America.

Beginning in the 1980s, democratic governments
replaced military regimes across Latin America, and each

of the countries experienced the growth of new political
parties, mostly left of center. The new democratic gov-
ernments also accepted and implemented the neoliberal,
or free-market, economic model in vogue at the time. By
the mid-1990s, many of the free-market reforms were in
place, and Latin America’s macroeconomic picture had
vastly improved. Sdill, the promised benefits failed to
reach the working classes: Half of all Latin Americans
remained poverty stricken. In response to their personal
crisis, beginning in 1998 with the election of Hugo
Chévez as president of Venezuela, the Latin American
people started placing so-called leftists in their presi-
dential palaces. Latin America may be at the precipice of
another change.



HOW TO USE THIS ENCYCLOPEDIA

The Encyclopedia of Latin America explores broad historical
developments within the context of four time periods that
together make up the complete Latin American historical
experience. For example, the student or general reader can
learn about a given country, when it was a “location” during
the pre-Columbian period (volume I), a part of the Spanish
colonial empire (volume II), a new nation struggling for its
identity (volume III), or in its search for modernity (volume
IV). The same can be done with political ideas and prac-
tices, economic pursuits, intellectual ideas, and culture pat-
terns, to mention just a few of the themes that are explored
across the four volumes. To locate topics in each of the four
volumes, the reader should utilize the list of entries in the
front matter of each volume. Words set in SMALL CAPITAL
LETTERS in the body of a text indicate that an entry on this
topic can be found in the same volume. At the conclusion
of each entry are cross-references to related entries in other
volumes in the set. For further help with locating informa-
tion, the reader should turn to the comprehensive set index
that appears at the end of volume IV.
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Within each volume, the entries focus on the time
period at hand. Each volume begins with an introduction
providing a historical overview of the time period, fol-
lowed by a chronology. A glossary of terms can be found
in the back matter of the book. Each entry is followed
by a list of the most salient works on the subject, provid-
ing the reader the opportunity to further examine the
subject. The suggested readings at the end of each entry
are augmented by the select bibliography appended to
each volume, which offers a listing of the most important
works for the time period. The further readings for each
entry and selected readings for the volume together form
a comprehensive list of Latin America’s most important
historical literature.

Each volume also includes a collection of docu-
ments and excerpts to illustrate the major themes of the
time period under consideration. Offering eyewitness
accounts of significant historical events and personages,
they perhaps will encourage the user to further explore
historical documentation.
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INTRODUCTION
TO THIS VOLUME

Between the 1550s and the 1820s, the Spanish and
Portuguese colonies in the Americas evolved from a small
number of European municipalities into independent
countries. Profound transformations in the size and com-
position of the population during these centuries affected
society, land ownership, economic production, and trade.
The introduction of European plants and animals per-
manently altered landscapes and diets. Long-standing
loyalty to an Iberian monarch ultimately gave way to
a stronger desire for home rule on the part of many
American-born Spaniards and Portuguese.

By the end of the 1550s, Iberians had imposed their
institutions on even the richest and most sophisticated
indigenous civilizations of the Americas. With a few
notable exceptions such as Caracas, Sio Paulo, and
Buenos Aires, by the 1550s they had already founded the
major cities present in 1825. Aside from the Tribunal of
the Inquisition in Spanish America, the Catholic Church
and nearly all institutions used to administer the colo-
nies were in place. The Crowns of Spain and Portugal
had established the principle of trade monopolies with
profits going to their benefit. Immigrants from Iberia
continued to arrive in the Americas, and the importation
of African slaves was under way. By 1560, Iberians had
identified bullion and sugar as the most valuable colonial
exports. The former, in particular, aroused the cupidity of
the French, English, and Dutch and expanded European
rivalries to include the New World.

By 1560, Spain had the institutional bases for
colonial rule in place in Mexico City and Lima, both
viceregal capitals. High courts (audiencias) and advisory
councils were present in these capitals as well as several
lesser regional capitals, including Guatemala City and
Guadalajara. Treasury offices marked locales that prom-
ised significant revenue. Municipal councils were present
in Spanish towns wherever located.

Demographic disaster for the indigenous popula-
tions accompanied European conquest, settlement, and
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rule. The overall decline of the Native American popula-
tion was approximately 90 percent, with highland areas
suffering less than coastal lowlands. The timing of the
low points varied, occurring in the 1620s in New Spain
and a century later in Peru. While some Amerindian
populations subsequently increased, none returned to
precontact size.

While indigenous populations plummeted and then
slowly increased in some cases, non-native populations
expanded almost continuously. Immigration from Iberia
occurred throughout the colonial era, but the New
World descendants of Iberians (creoles and brasileiros)
soon outnumbered and eventually dwarfed the immi-
grants (peninsulars). The arrival of African slaves added
a third distinct group to the colonial mix, particularly in
Brazil, where blacks soon outnumbered the white and
indigenous populations.

Consensual or forced unions among indigenous
peoples, whites, and blacks produced usually illegitimate
offspring in sufficient numbers that contemporary leg-
islation classified them according to the type of racial
mixture. Mestizos, mulatos, and zambos were the original
combinations, but subsequent mixing resulted in oth-
ers; broader terms such as castas and pardos for people of
mixed race included these as well. Population estimates
for the early 19th century reveal the consequences of
nearly 300 years of racial mixing. In Spanish America,
Native Americans, the most numerous group, numbered
about 5.7 million; castas totaled about 4 million; whites
were some 2.4 million; and blacks were about 500,000.
In contrast, in Brazil, which had a total population of
just over 2 million, black and mulatto slaves were most
numerous; whites numbered about the same as free
blacks and mulattoes; and Amerindians made up only
about 5.7 percent of the population.

Colonial society was hierarchical. In Spanish
America, whites placed themselves at the apex; next came
castas, who were ordered largely on perceived degree
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of whiteness; the indigenous were followed by African
slaves at the base. Native Americans living in villages had
their own hierarchy and did not consider themselves part
of the Spanish-defined sisterna de castas.

The papal donation giving the Spanish Crown
title to the Indies required converting native peoples to
Christianity. By the 1550s, all the major religious orders
except for the Jesuits were present in New Spain, Central
America (Kingdom of Guatemala), and Peru. The Jesuits
arrived in Brazil starting in 1550 and subsequently
reached the Viceroyalties of New Spain and Peru. The
diocesan clergy was also present in both the Spanish
colonies and Brazil, and a number of bishoprics had
been erected. While the Spanish Crown wanted to shift
established indigenous parishes, or doctrinas, from the
control of the orders to the diocesan clergy by the late
16th century, it required another effort, begun in 1749,
to effect the transition.

The number of clerics available to convert the indig-
enous population was small. Consequently, the clergy
supported an initiative to combine small native villages
into new, larger villages as a way to effect conversion
more efficiently. Royal officials appreciated this con-
solidation, or congregacion, in New Spain as a means to
improved labor allocation and tribute collection. Viceroy
Francisco de Toledo in Peru (1569-81) forced the relo-
cation of well over 1 million Native Americans into new
villages called reducciones. Jesuits in Brazil consolidated
indigenous peoples into new villages termed aldeias.
Clerics on the frontiers similarly brought Amerindians
together in missions, the most famous of which were the
Jesuit missions in Paraguay.

The Spaniards recognized native possession of land,
provided the Indians were using it, but considered lands
that were simply held by preconquest states and com-
munities to be available for reassignment. Additionally,
and especially after dramatic population decline, the con-
solidation of indigenous villages opened up lands in the
native peoples’ former locations for grants to Spaniards.
While the growth in Spanish and casta land ownership
and development of large estates, or haciendas, were
important characteristics of the colonial era, indigenous
peoples still held significant amounts of communal land
at the time of independence in the early 1800s. Sugar
planters and ranchers in Brazil also amassed substantial
estates, or fazendas.

The introduction of European plants and animals
altered the use of land, changed diets, and created new
demands for labor. Spaniards considered wheat, wine, and
olive oil essential for civilized life. They planted wheat
wherever they settled, and the combination of climate
and topography made it possible. Although Spain tried
to prevent wine from being produced in New Spain, set-
tlers and clerics grew grapes and made wine in the coastal
valleys of Peru, central Chile, and other South American
locations. Olives transplanted to Peru flourished, and
producers supplied Lima and other coastal markets. The

indigenous remained wedded to maize, beans, and, in
the Peruvian Andes, potatoes. Cassava (manioc) in Brazil
persisted as the major source of flour used in bread for
native, slave, and free black and mulatto consumers. Sugar
had already emerged as an important export for Brazil by
1560 and dominated the economies of Pernambuco and
Bahia at the end of the 16th century.

By the 1550s, cattle, sheep, goats, and chickens were
enriching native diets and providing Spaniards with more
meat than their contemporaries ate in Spain. Cattle were
important both for beef and as a principal source of
leather and tallow. Furthermore, New Spain and, in the
last decades of the empire, Buenos Aires and Montevideo
also exported hides to Spain. Similarly, hides were
important in the Caribbean, where ranchers in Cuba and
Hispaniola traded them illegally with English and other
foreign merchants. Colonists valued sheep for both wool
and mutton. The former enabled the emergence of cloth
factories, or obrajes, in New Spain, the Kingdom of Quito,
and Peru. The rapid increase in the number of sheep,
in particular, caused serious ecological damage in some
locations.

Horses, donkeys, and mules transformed trans-
portation in New Spain as they replaced human carri-
ers. Although llamas remained an important means of
transportation in Peru and Charcas (Bolivia), mule trains
transported mercury, wine, and a wide variety of imports
to the great silver mining center at Potosi and carried
tons of the precious metal back to the coast. Mule trains
also transported bullion across the Isthmus of Panama
to Nombre de Dios and, from 1597, Portobelo, where
merchants held great trading fairs from the 1560s into
the 18th century. Such fairs occurred regularly into the
1620s. Subsequently, they were less frequent until their
demise as register ships replaced the fleet system for
South America in 1740.

Aside from the Atlantic fleet system designed to
transport bullion safely from the colonies to Spain and to
deliver European goods for colonial consumers, regular
trade between Acapulco and Manila began in the 1560s.
Commerce between Acapulco and Lima’s port of Callao
quickly followed. By the 1590s, the annual galleon or gal-
leons were carrying more silver to Manila than was flow-
ing to Spain. The Crown and the wholesale merchants
in Seville found this intolerable; successive monarchs
imposed a growing number of restrictions until 1631,
when Philip IV banned all trade between New Spain and
Peru. Not until the 1770s did the Crown finally again
allow limited trade between the colonies.

In the 1550s, Spaniards in the New World still
depended heavily on imports from Spain that included
textiles, wine, hardware, paper, glass, iron, and a variety of
other merchandise. The immigration of artisans and sub-
sequent training of indigenous and black artisans reduced
the need to import many products; textiles remained the
most important goods sent to the colonies from both
Spain and East Asia via Manila. By the 1620s, the colo-



nies’ growing self-sufficiency was apparent; contraband
trade, which expanded rapidly from that date, further
reduced the colonies’ economic dependence on Spain.

Foreigners tried to breach Spain’s monopoly in
the New World trade from the time of John Hawkins
in the 1560s and Francis Drake’s exploits in the 1570s
and 1580s. Conditions had changed by the 1650s. By
that time Dutch, French, and English colonies in the
Caribbean served as bases for both attacks on coastal
settlements and contraband trade. After Henry Morgan’s
famed devastation of Portobelo and the city of Panama
in the late 1660s and early 1670s, respectively, English
authorities slowly shifted from allowing buccaneers’
raids to encouraging contraband trade, using Jamaica as
a warehouse for merchandise, including slaves.

Bullion was smugglers’ preferred item of trade.
While silver from Potosi made the Viceroyalty of Peru
the most important source of registered American silver
for roughly a century, in the 1670s, registered production
from the Viceroyalty of New Spain surpassed it, estab-
lishing a lead that would continue for the remainder of
the colonial era. During the half-century between 1660
and 1710, when overall registered bullion production
was less in every decade than from 1590 to 1599, some
evidence indicates that the amount of bullion reaching
Europe from Spanish America had never been higher.
If true, these numbers suggest an enormous contraband
trade that included unregistered bullion sent on the
fleets. They also suggest that the colonies needed Spain
far less than Spain needed the colonies.

In Brazil, gold discovered in the 1690s in Minas
Gerais fueled unprecedented exports into the 1750s. The
discovery of diamonds in the 1720s complemented the
gold boom. Between gold and diamonds, Portugal reaped
a stunning bonanza in the first half of the 18th century.

In contrast, Spain in the late 17th and early 18th
centuries was sufficiently penurious that in late 1687,
the Crown initiated the systematic sale of appoint-
ments to positions on the colonial audiencias, a practice
that would continue until 1750. Coupled with the sale
of appointments to provincial officials (corregidores and
alcaldes mayores) from 1678 and the sale of appointments
to treasury officials, at least in Lima, from 1633, the
Crown yielded considerable power to prominent colonial
families that understood the benefits of having represen-
tation in important administrative institutions. The sales
resulted in an unprecedented number of creoles holding
audiencia and treasury appointments. In 1750, creoles
held a majority of audiencia positions in the Americas.
Royal authority had never sunk lower. Conversely, formal
American participation in royal administration had never
been greater.

By the mid-18th century, the Spanish Crown had
created a third viceroyalty for New Granada. It also had
authorized trading companies with monopoly privileges
in legal trade between Cuba and Spain and Venezuela
and Spain. The latter, created in 1728, had prompted a
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rebellion in Venezuela in 1749. After suppressing it, the
Crown imposed measures that anticipated the reforms
Charles III ordered elsewhere during his reign. The ter-
mination of the sale of appointments and a reduction in
the number of creoles named to the audiencias presaged a
broader effort to renew royal authority. The long-desired
secularization of parishes held by regular clergy similarly
indicated a reassertion of regal power. Rising registered
bullion production also signaled the availability of new
resources to the Crown.

The British seizure of Havana in 1762 shocked the
Spanish government into a flurry of actions designed
to strengthen colonial defenses, improve tax collection,
increase revenue, and tighten administration. The Crown
sent regular army units from Spain to the colonies and
reformed the colonial militias. Tax income increased, in
part because of the introduction of tobacco monopolies
but also because the Crown expanded a policy begun
earlier in the century of replacing tax farmers with gov-
ernment officials to collect taxes. In addition, the phased
introduction of comercio libre, or “free trade,” within the
empire between 1765 and 1789 resulted in a significant
expansion of legal and, thus, taxed trade. While bullion
remained the most important single export, colonies
dependent on agricultural and animal products for
exportation (including indigo in Guatemala, cacao in
Venezuela and the Kingdom of Quito, tobacco and
increasingly sugar from Cuba, and hides from the Rio
de la Plata) became more important contributors to the
imperial economy.

Spain’s almost continuous involvement in European
wars starting in 1793 resulted in both insurmountable
fiscal problems and an inability to maintain comercio libre.
Neutral trade for the colonies initially authorized in 1797
proved impossible to reverse. Economic independence
anticipated political autonomy.

The French invasion of Portugal in 1807 led to the
Portuguese royal family and 10,000 officials, families,
and others sailing under British escort to Rio de Janeiro,
where they arrived in 1808. In Spain, the spring of 1808
brought the fall of royal favorite Manuel Godoy, the
abdication of Charles IV, and the ascension of Ferdinand
VII. With French troops in Madrid, Ferdinand and his
father abdicated to Napoleon in Bayonne; their abdica-
tions provoked a constitutional crisis that affected both
Spain and its American colonies.

Spaniards’ immediate response was to create juntas
claiming to exercise sovereignty during Ferdinand’s
absence. Thus began governments of resistance against
French rule. In several colonies between 1808 and
1810, creoles seeking greater political autonomy likewise
established juntas to rule until Ferdinand returned to the
throne. By the time combined English and Spanish forces
drove the French out of Spain and Ferdinand returned
in 1814, the Cortes of Cidiz had promulgated the
Constitution of 1812, a document that reneged on earlier
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promises of equality for the colonies, and autonomists in
several colonies had declared independence.

Ferdinand immediately nullified all actions taken by
the governments of resistance and, insofar as possible,
restored institutions to their 1808 status. He responded
to the colonies with military force rather than attempt-
ing reconciliation. This approach drove more members
of the creole elites to support independence or, at least,
to stand aside while those who wanted independence
pursued it. The Riego Revolt not far from Cidiz restored
constitutional government in 1820 and ensured that
Spain would send no further reinforcements to the rebel-
lious colonies. Armies under José de San Martin, Simén
Bolivar, and Antonio José de Sucre conquered those areas
in South America still under royalist control. In New
Spain, a brilliant compromise embodied in the Plan of

Iguala brought independence in 1821 without any major
battles.

Independence in Brazil grew out of the Portuguese
monarch agreeing to return to Lisbon but leaving behind
crown prince Pedro. When also ordered to return to
Portugal, Pedro accepted the arguments of Brazilian
autonomists, declared an independent empire of Brazil,
and became Emperor Pedro 1.

By the mid-1820s, Brazil and the former Spanish
colonies on the American mainlands were independent.
Brazil emerged with a political stability based on mon-
archy that the former Spanish colonies could only envy.
Economic trauma dominated much of Spanish America;
loans secured from British investors were quickly in
default. While the euphoria of independence originally
prompted great optimism, the reality was sobering.



TIME LINE

(15505 TO 18205)

1550s

1563

¢ Introduction of amalgamation process in New Spain

¢ Indigenous labor drafts initiated in New Spain

1556

* Discovery of mercury at Huancavelica in Peru

¢ Audiencia of Quito created

1564

* Abdication of Charles I of Spain

1556-98

* Reign of Philip IT of Spain

1557-78

* Reign of Sebastido I of Portugal

1559

* Treaty of Cateau-Cambrésis
e Sale of offices begins in Spanish Empire.

¢ Audiencia of Charcas established

1560

¢ Philip II marries Elizabeth of Valois, his third wife.

1561

® Madrid becomes the capital of Spain.

1562

* John Hawkins’s first voyage to Caribbean islands
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* Miguel Lopez de Legazpi expedition reaches Philippines.

* French attempt to establish a colony in Florida.

1564-66

* Definitive organization of fleet system between Spain and
Americas

1565

¢ St. Agustine, Florida, founded by Pedro Menéndez de
Avilés

1566

¢ First trading occurs between New Spain and Philippines.

1567

e (Caracas, Venezuela, founded

1568

* John Hawkins’s fleet largely destroyed at San Juan de
Ulta

* Bernal Diaz del Castillo completes Ti-ue History of the Con-
quest of New Spain (published in 1632).
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1569

1588

® Jesuits arrive in Peru.

1569-81

* Viceroy Francisco de Toledo holds office in Peru.

1570

¢ 'Tribunal of Inquisition established in Lima

1571

¢ ‘Tribunal of Inquisition established in Mexico City

1572

® Jesuits arrive in New Spain.

¢ Execution of Inca Tipac Amaru in Cuzco

e Francis Drake seizes treasure at Nombre de Dios, Panama.

1572-75

* Viceroy Francisco de Toledo establishes #zita for mines at
Potosi, in Charcas.

1574

® Ordenanza del Patronazgo seeks to subordinate religious
orders to the bishops and viceroys and to replace regular
clergy with secular clergy in rural areas.

¢ Introduction of alcabala in Viceroyalty of New Spain

1576-79

* Devastating epidemic in New Spain with high indigenous
mortality

1578-80
* Cardinal Henry rules Portugal.

1580

® Permanent foundation of Buenos Aires

e Philip IT annexes Portugal and its colonies; becomes Philip
I of Portugal.

1583

¢ First founding of Audiencia of Manila

1585-86

¢ English defeat the Spanish Armada.

1592

* Foundation of the General Indian Court in New Spain

* Highest registered silver yield at Potost (7.1 million ounces)

1596

¢ Spanish Crown’s third bankruptcy

1597

* Acapulco-Manila trade exceeds official transatlantic trade.

¢ Portobelo established to replace Nombre de Dios as ter-
minus for galleons

1598-1621

* Reign of Philip III of Spain (Philip II of Portugal)

1604

¢ Treaty of London ends 20 years of war between Spain and
England.

1605

e Tribunal of Accounts established in Lima, Mexico City,
and Bogoti

1606

* Salable offices in Spanish America granted in perpetuity
* Definitive establishment of Audiencia of Chile

* First Jesuits reach Paraguay.

1607

* English found Jamestown.

1608

¢ French found Quebec.

1609

* Francis Drake destroys Santo Domingo and Cartagena.

e Santa Fe, New Mexico, established

* Twelve Years’ Truce between Spain and the United
Provinces

* Expulsion of Moriscos from Spain

® Relagao established in Bahia
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1632

e Tribunal of Inquisition established in Cartagena de Indias

* First Jesuit mission established among Guarani

1612

* English colonize Bermuda.

1613

* Dutch establish a post on Manhattan island.

1618

e Fall of royal favorite (vilido) duke of Lerma in Spain

1618-48
¢ Thirty Years’ War in Europe

1620

e Pilgrims arrive at Cape Cod.

1621

e End of Twvelve Years’ Truce in Netherlands

* Dutch charter the West India Company.

1621-65
® Reign of Philip IV of Spain (Philip III of Portugal)

1622

® Count (later count-duke) of Olivares becomes vdlido of
Philip IV in Spain.

1624
* Dutch capture Bahia and hold it until 1625.

1628

® Piet Heyn and Dutch West India Company fleet seize
Spanish silver fleet off Cuba.

1650-54

* Dutch occupy Pernambuco, Brazil.

1631

* Media anata introduced as a new tax in Spain and its colonies

* Legal trade between New Spain and Peru ended

* French settle Antigua and Monserrat in Caribbean.

® Repartimiento officially ends in New Spain, with a few
exceptions.

1633

* Spain begins sale of appointments to treasury positions.

1634

* Dutch seize Curagao.

1635-59

* France and Spain at war

1638

e Stamped paper required in Spain and the Indies for of-
ficial business

1640

* Revolts of Catalonia and Portugal

* Combined Spanish and Portuguese fleet defeated by
Dutch at Itamaraci off Pernambuco

1640-56

* Rule of John IV, first Braganza monarch of Portugal

1643

e TFall of count-duke of Olivares

* Spanish defeated by French at Rocroi

1648

® Spain recognizes independence of United Provinces in
Treaty of Miinster.

1652-54

e First Anglo-Dutch War

1654

® Dutch driven out of Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil

1655

* English take Jamaica as token result of Oliver Cromwell’s
“Western Design.”

* Spain and England go to war.
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¢ Robert Blake seizes part of Tierra Firme silver fleet near
Cidiz, taking booty of some 2 million pesos.

1656

* Robert Blake seizes most of New Spain silver fleet at Santa

Cruz de Tenerife.

1659

® Peace of the Pyrenees ends war between Spain and

France.

1660

* End of ad valorem levies on trade; lump sum system

introduced

1665-67

* Second Anglo-Dutch War between England and Holland
with France entering in 1666

1665-1700
* Reign of Charles II, last Habsburg monarch in Spain

1667

* England receives Antigua, Monserrat, and St. Kitts from

France and New Amsterdam from Holland, which gets

return of Suriname by Treaties of Breda.

1668

* Spain recognizes Portugal’s independence.

* Henry Morgan’s buccaneers take Portobelo.

1668-1706

* Peter II serves first as regent of Portugal (1668-83), then
as king until 1706.

1670s

* Registered Mexican silver production exceeds that of

Peru and continues to do so for remainder of colonial
era.

1670

* Treaty of Madrid, in which Spain recognizes effective

English settlement in Americas

1671

* Henry Morgan’s buccaneers attack Portobelo and capture
Panama.

1672-78

 Third Anglo-Dutch War with England and France

1678

* Spanish Crown begins sale of appointments to provincial
administrative posts.

1680

* Major monetary devaluation in Spain paves way for mon-

etary stability.
* Portuguese establish Colénia do Sacramento.

e Pueblo revolt in New Mexico

1683

® Buccaneers successfully raid Veracruz.

1686

* Devaluation completed in Spain

1687

* Systematic sale of audiencia appointments begins.

1690s-1750s

¢ Gold boom in Minas Gerais

1700-46

* Reign of Philip V, first Bourbon monarch in Spain

1701-24

* In South America, 150 French ships trade on Pacific
coast.

1702-13

* War of the Spanish Succession

1703

* Methuen Treaty between Portugal and England

1704

* English seize Gibraltar.
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1740

* JohnV, king of Portugal

1713

* Treaty at Utrecht confirms Philip V on Spanish throne.

* British gain asiento and annual ship for American trade.

1714

¢ Creation of Ministers of the Indies, War, Navy, Grace and
Justice, Finance, and State

* Philip V marries Elizabeth Farnese.

1716

* Nueva planta ends fueros in Crown of Aragon.

1717

e Council of the Indies reduced in size to match reduced

responsibilities

® Casa de Contratacién (Board of Trade) moved from Se-
ville to Cidiz

1720s

e Diamonds discovered in Brazil

1721-35

* Comunero Revolt in Paraguay

1724

e Abdication of Philip V to Louis I; Philip returns to throne
after Louis’s death.

¢ Spanish Crown assumes direct collection of alcabala and
commercial taxes in Lima.

1728

* Creation of Real Compaiiia Guipizcoana de Caracas

1739

* English admiral Vernon takes Portobelo; no further trad-
ing fairs

* Definitive creation of Viceroyalty of New Granada

1739-48

* Creation of Havana Company

* Use of register ships for Spanish South America begins.

1746-59

* Reign of Ferdinand VI in Spain

1749

¢ Intendant system established throughout Spain

1750

* Treaty of Madrid between Spain and Portugal on bound-
ary of Rio de la Plata

* End of systematic sale of audiencia and other royal
appointments

1750-77

* Joseph I reigns in Portugal.

® Marqués de Pombal is secretary of state to Portugal’s
Joseph L.

1751

® Abolition of Audiencia of Panama

® Creation of Relagio of Rio de Janeiro

1754-56

® Guarani war in Paraguay

1755

* Lisbon earthquake

1755-77

* Companhia Geral do Comércio do Grio-Pard e Mara-
nhio (General Commercial Company of Grio-Pari and
Maranhio)

1756-63

e Seven Years’ War

1759

* Portugal expels Jesuits from kingdom and colonies.

1759-88

® War of Jenkins’ Ear

* Reign of Charles III of Spain
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1761

1777

* Third Family Compact between Spain and France

1762

* Spain enters Seven Years’ War as ally of France against

Britain.

¢ British capture Havana.

1763

* Peace of Paris restores Havana to Spanish, but British
get Florida; Col6nia do Sacramento is returned to
Portugal.

* Spain receives Louisiana from France.

* Rio de Janeiro becomes viceregal capital of Brazil.

1764

e TFirst intendant for Cuba is named.

1765

e Initiation of comercio libre

1765-71

* José de Galvez’s visita to New Spain

1766

* Motin de Esquilache in Madrid forces Charles III to leave
city.

1767

* Spain expels Jesuits from motherland and New World.

1773

¢ Council of the Indies declared equal in rank to Council of
Castile

1776

* Creation of Interior Provinces in New Spain

1776-87

* José de Gilvez is minister of the Indies.

1777-99

* Pedro de Cevallos captures Colonia do Sacramento.

* Viceroyalty of Rio de la Plata established, with capital in
Buenos Aires

1778

* Expansion of comercio libre

1779

® Spain joins France in war against Britain.

1780-81

e Comunero Rebellion in New Granada

1780-83

* "Tipac Amaru revolt in Peru

1783

* Treaty of Paris recognizes independence of United States
of America; Spain regains Florida and Minorca.

e Creation of Audiencia of Buenos Aires and intendancies in
Viceroyalty of Rio de la Plata

1784

¢ Intendant system introduced in Peru

1786

* Intendant system introduced in New Spain and Central
America

e Creation of Audiencia of Caracas

1787

¢ Creation of Audiencia of Cuzco and intendant system in

Chile

1788-1808

* Reign of Charles IV of Spain

1789

* French Revolution begins.

* New Spain and Venezuela included in comercio libre

1791-1804

* Maria I reigns in Portugal.

e Slave revolt in Saint Domingue leads to independent Haiti.
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1804

* Royal favorite Manuel Godoy becomes secretary of state
in Spain.

1793

e Execution of Louis XVI

1793-95

* Spain and revolutionary France at war

1795

e Peace of Basel ends war; France receives Santo
Domingo.

1796

¢ Treaty of San Ildefonso between Spain and France pro-
vokes war with Britain.

1797

® British seize Trinidad.

* Spain initiates neutral trade.

1797-1800

e British blockade C4diz.

1798

* Consolidacidn de vales reales begins in Spain.

1799

* Spain ends neutral trade.

1799-1804

* Napoleon is first consul in France.

1799-1826

* John VI serves first as regent of Portugal (1799-1816),
then as king until 1826.

1801

* Spain restores neutral trade.

1802

* Spain and Britain resume war.
o Consolidacion de vales reales extended to colonies

e United States annexes Florida.

1804-14

¢ First Empire in France; Napoleon is emperor.

1805

* British defeat combined Franco-Spanish fleet at
Trafalgar.

1806-07

® "Two British invasions of Buenos Aires; both defeated

1807

* Treaty of Fontainbleau allows French troops to cross
Spain to reach Portugal.

* French capture Lisbon.

* Royal court and 10,000 Portuguese go to Brazil.

1808

* Riot at Aranjuez topples Manuel Godoy and Charles I'V.
¢ Ferdinand VII becomes king of Spain.
* Rising in Madrid against French

e Abdications of Ferdinand VII and Charles IV to
Napoleon

¢ Joseph I named king of Spain by Napoleon
* Juntas created throughout Spain

* British announce support of Spanish patriots; send army
to Portugal.

* Spanish victory over French at Bailén

* Viceroy José de Iturrigaray ousted by peninsular coup in
Mexico City

* Junta Central meets at Aranjuez; later flees to Seville.

1808-21

* Rio de Janeiro is capital of Portuguese Empire.

1809

¢ Treaty of Amiens brings peace to Europe.

¢ Junta Central calls for American representation.

¢ Creoles in Quito establish short-lived junta.
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1810

1815

® Junta Central abandons Seville; appoints Council of
Regency

¢ Creation of juntas in Caracas, Buenos Aires, Santiago de
Chile

¢ Grito de Dolores begins Miguel Hidalgo’s revolt in New
Spain.

¢ Second rebellion in Quito

* American deputies present grievances to Cortes of Cidiz.

1810-12
* French siege of Cidiz

1810-13

e Cortes of Cidiz meets.

1811

e (Call to revolt in Banda Oriental

¢ Republic of Cundinamarca established in New Granada
* Miguel Hidalgo executed
* Paraguay declares independence.

* Venezuela declares independence and First Republic.

1812

* Constitution of 1812 promulgated

¢ Collapse of First Republic in Venezuela
* Royalists reestablish control in Quito.

* Insurgents under José Marfa Morelos take Oaxaca,
Mexico.

1813

* Joseph I and last French troops leave Madrid.

¢ Simén Bolivar declares war to the death on peninsulars.
* Second Republic established in Caracas

* Treaty of Valencay ends Spain’s war with France.

1813-14

* Peruvian force reestablishes royalist control in Chile.

1814

¢ Ferdinand VII returns to Spain, nullifies all actions since
1808, and restores institutions of old regime.

® José Tomds Boves drives Simén Bolivar from Caracas.

* Pablo Morillo and Spanish army begin reconquest of Ven-
ezuela and New Granada.

* José Maria Morelos captured and executed

1816

* Dr. Francia (José Gaspar Rodriguez de Francia) named
perpetual dictator of Paraguay

e United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata declare
independence.

* Pablo Morillo completes reconquest of New Granada.

1817-18

* José de San Martin and Army of the Andes defeat royalists
in Chile.

1819

* Battle of Boyacd ensures New Granada’s independence.

¢ Congress of Angostura proclaims Republic of Colombia.

1820

* Riego Revolt in Spain restores Liberals and constitutional
monarchy.

* José de San Martin lands army in Pisco, Peru.

1821

* Plan of Iguala in New Spain results in independent
Mexico.

* Lima citizens declare independence of Peru.

* Superior Political Chief Juan O’Donojui recognizes Mexi-
can independence.

1822

* Agustin de Iturbide proclaimed emperor of Mexico

* Antonio José de Sucre defeats royalists at Pichincha and
secures independence in Kingdom of Quito.

* Guayaquil interview between Simén Bolivar and José de
San Martin

¢ San Martin resigns positions in Peru and leaves for Europe.

* Brazil declares independence from Portugal.

1823

* Abdication of Agustin I of Mexico

* French invasion restores Ferdinand VII to full power.
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1824 1826

¢ Patriots defeat royalists at Battles of Junin and Ayacucho ¢ Capitulation of Callao ends Spanish resistance in Peru.
in Peru.

¢ Execution of Agustin I of Mexico 1830

¢ Federal constitution enacted for Republic of Mexico e Collapse of Gran Colombia

e Death of Simé6n Bolivar

1825

* Antonio José de Sucre secures independence of Upper
Peru.
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Abascal y Sousa, José Fernando de (b. 1743-
d. 1821) Spanish army officer and viceroy of Peru  Born in
Oviedo into a noble Asturian family, José Fernando de
Abascal y Sousa entered the Spanish army as a cadet in
1762 and served tours of duty in Puerto Rico, Buenos
Amres, Santo Dominco, and Cusa. His service was
rewarded with a knighthood in the Order of Santiago in
1795.

On March 20, 1799, Abascal was named INTENDANT
of Guaparajara and president of NEw (GALICIA’S AUDIEN-
ci4. Although named viceroy of Rio DE LA Prata on May
15, 1804, he never served in the post, being appointed
viceroy of PEru on November 10, 1804. Captured by the
British while on route to this post, Abascal was released
in the Azores, sailed to Buenos Aires, and then traveled
by land to Lima, where he arrived in July 1806 and served
for 10 years.

Viceroy Abascal supported the introduction of the
smallpox vaccine to Peru, prohibited burial in Lima’s
churches and created a public cemetery outside the city
walls, rebuilt a school (Colegio of San Pablo) for Indians
and mestizos, oversaw the establishment of a guild for
attorneys (Colegio de Abogados), and set up a medical
school (Colegio of San Fernando) (see corEGIo; cOLE-
GIo MAYor). Additionally, he strengthened the miLrTary,
increasing its size and improving training.

Abascal maintained Spanish control over the
VicerovarTy ofF PERU at a time when advocates of
autonomy and independence were overthrowing the
viceroys of Rio de la Plata and New Granapa. Abascal,
an absolutist, believed that steadfast opposition to both
the changes represented by avronowmisTs on the one
hand and the ConsTtrTuTION OF 1812 On the other was
the best way to stay the course.

Abascal put down revolts in southern Peru, sent
troops to Qurro and CHILE to quash autonomist move-
ments, and annexed the Audiencia of CHARcAs to the
Viceroyalty of Peru and retained it against rebels in La
Prara and invading armies sent by the successive insur-
gent governments in Buenos Aires. He was a determined
royalist and sought to undermine the Constitution of
1812, considering it a threat to viceregal authority and
continued Spanish rule. Ironically, his decision not to
implement the constitution helped to cause an upris-
ing in Cuzco. In Lima, Abascal sought to control the
implementation of the constitution and intervened in the
selection of officials and representatives. He recognized,
however, that the constitutional era had destroyed the
authority he had previously enjoyed, making reliance on
military force the only, and much less effective, course of
action for maintaining royal rule. By 1816, Abascal was
anxious to retire.

As a result of his efforts, Abascal turned over a
viceroyalty still under royalist control to his successor,
JoaqQuin DE LA Pezuera. Returning to Spain, he died in
Madrid as the marqués de la Concordia, a title granted
to him in 1812.

Further reading:

Timothy E. Anna. The Full of the Royal Government in Peru
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979).

—— “The Last Viceroys of New Spain and Peru: An Ap-
praisal.” American Historical Review 81, no. 1 (February
1976): 38-65.

Aca pulco Located in the modern state of Guerrero,
190 miles (306 km) south of Mexico Crry, Acapulco
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The port of Acapulco, in New Spain, was the American terminus for trade with Manila. (From the collections of the Mercantile Library at
the University of Missouri-St. Louis)

became the VicerovarTy oF NEw SpAIN’s most impor-
tant Pacific coast port. Returning from the PHILIPPINE
IsLanDs in June 1565 with silks from China, Andrés de
Urdaneta discovered the northern Pacific trade winds.
This led to annual sailings of the MANILA GALLEONS,
one or sometimes two ships that conveyed silver from
Peru and New Spain via Acapulco to the Philippines to
exchange for East Asian products, including silks, porce-
lain, precious stones, ivory, copper and other metal pots,
spices, and lacquered goods.

The Spanish Crown tried to limit the volume and
value of the commerce, while merchants sought freedom
to TRADE as they saw fit. Legislation in 1582 and 1583
put restrictions in place, which were added to particularly
in 1593 and hardened in 1620. Specifically, the Crown
limited the trade to two ships annually, of up to 300 tons
each, carrying goods worth no more than 250,000 pesos
from Manila and 500,000 pesos from Acapulco to Manila.
Additionally, Philippine residents were to be the traders
and beneficiaries, and none were to be representatives
of Mexico City merchants; direct trade from Manila to
the American colonies was restricted to Acapulco and
reexporting goods from Acapulco to other colonies was
prohibited; and the trade was subject to the customary

taxes levied on the Atlantic trade (see TaxaTION). By the
end of the 16th century, the value of the Manila trade
exceeded that of the fleets from Spain.

Legislation in 1604 allowed merchants to use three
ships no larger than 400 tons each in trade between
Mexico and Peru, and only American products were to
be transported. The maximum tonnage of the two ships
sailing from Acapulco to Manila was reduced to 200 tons.
In 1631, the Crown banned all trade between Mexico and
Peru, a provision restated in 1634 and maintained into
the 18th century.

The profits available through the Manila trade
proved irresistible, and creative merchants and, at
times, their allies in administrative offices (occasionally
including a viceroy) worked to circumvent the restric-
tive legislation. Private cargo shipped from Acapulco
may have been worth as much as 6 million pesos on at
least one occasion, and amounts of more than 2 million
pesos were commonplace during the first half of the
17th century.

Restrictions on trade and their frequent circum-
vention persisted into the 18th century. PuiLie V pro-
hibited trade in Chinese silks in 1718 and reiterated the
ban in 1720. Nevertheless, colonial representatives suc-



ceeded in having the restriction lifted in 1724. As com-
ERCIO LIBRE took root in the CARIBBEAN colonies in the
1760s, individual ships were allowed from 1765 to sail
from Spain to the Philippines. A new commercial code
addressed Manila’s trade in 1769 and allowed for the
creation of a merchant guild (consuL4po) with consid-
erable authority over the trade. The decision to estab-
lish the Royal Philippine Company in 1785 regularized
direct trade between Spain and the Philippines. Manila
was opened to foreign shipping in 1789, provided the
traders dealt only in Asiatic goods. The company was
authorized to send 800 tons of Asiatic goods annually
to New Spain but did not enjoy the advantages of the
early Manila galleons. The last galleon from Manila
reached Acapulco in 1811 and returned to its port in
1815.

Further reading:

Louisa Schell Hoberman. Mexico’s Merchant Elite, 1590—
1660: Silver, State, and Society (Durham, N.C.: Duke Uni-
versity Press, 1991).

William Lytle Schurz. The Manila Galleon (New York: E.P.
Dutton & Co., 1959).

Acordada, Tribunal of the In a unique effort to
deal effectively with crime and especially banditry in the
VicerovarTy oF NEw Spain, in 1722, Viceroy Baltasar
de Zaniga y Guzmdin, marqués de Valero, established a
new institution, the Tribunal of the Acordada (see crRIME
AND PUNISHMENT). Miguel Veldzquez de Lorea, an effec-
tive scourge of bandits and already known for zealously
applying exemplary if irregular justice, headed the new
tribunal. With the consent (con acuerdo) of the Audiencia
of Mexico (hence the name Acordada), the Acordada
authorized Veldzquez to arrest and sentence malefactors
without right of appeal. The Spanish Crown approved
the viceroy’s action, as well as Veldzquez’s appointment
as judge and captain of the tribunal.

Aided by as many as 2,500 agents scattered irregu-
larly across New Spain, in the years from its creation
until 1810, the Acordada processed more than 62,900
prisoners. Of this number, 19,410 were sentenced to
labor in the PrESIDIOS, and 888 were executed.

Unlike many colonial institutions, the Acordada
arose out of the specific circumstances of New Spain.
Unlike other colonial judicial institutions, it had juris-
diction throughout New Spain, New Gavicia, and New
Vizcaya and lacked administrative responsibilities. Thus,
it moved closer than other colonial institutions to the
modern notion of a separate judiciary.

Further reading:

Colin M. MacLachlan. Criminal Justice in Eighteenth
Century Mexico: A Study of the Tribunal of the Acordada
(Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California
Press, 1974).

adelantado 5

Acosta, José de (b. 1540-d. 1600) Spanish Jesuit
author 'The son of a successful merchant, José de Acosta
was born in Medina del Campo, Spain, and entered the
Society of Jesus in 1552 (see Jesurts). By the late 1550s,
he had proven himself an excellent student, teacher, and
writer. He spent eight years in the Jesuit corGIo at the
University of Alcald de Henares. After teaching assign-
ments and his final profession of vows, he obtained an
assignment in the VicerovaLTy oF Peru in early 1571.

Acosta reached Lima on April 27, 1572. During his 14
years in PEru, he taught moral theology, preached, heard
confessions, traveled widely, created new Jesuit colegios,
served as provincial of the Society of Jesus in Peru, con-
voked its first provincial congregation, turned the rREDUC-
CION at Juli on the shore of Lake Titicaca into a model for
the more famous Jesuit “reductions” in PaAraGuay, wrote
and published, and participated in the Third Provincial
Council of Lima of 1582-83 that created a catechism for
the indigenous population still used after Peru’s indepen-
dence. Acosta’s years in Peru overlapped to a large extent
with the rule of Viceroy Francisco pe Torepo, with
whom he had a variety of conflicts.

Recalled to Spain, Acosta went via NEw SpaiN, where
he spent nearly a year and consulted with colleagues,
notably fellow Jesuit Juan de Tovar, about the precon-
quest civilization in Central Mexico. In 1587, he reached
Spain, where he published works on theology and natural
history, all related to his great passion, the salvation of the
Amerindians. His most noted work, published in 1590,
was Historia natural y moral de las Indias, which appeared
in multiple editions and numerous translations, including
one in English (Natural and Moral History of the Indies) in
1604.

Acosta’s Historia included detailed descriptions of
the cultures, climate, geography, flora, fauna, minerals,
and various natural phenomena including volcanoes and
eARTHQUAKES of the New World, as well as the origins
and arrival of Native AMericans. He thought that small
groups had traveled either by land or across a narrow and
yet undiscovered strait far to the north or south linking
the Americas with another continent. His originality lay
not in the idea of a land bridge but in rejecting European
legend as to what that other continent was (for example,
Atlantis). He further believed that the migration would
have adversely affected cultural development. All subse-
quent writers during the colonial era were familiar with
Acosta’s influential work. Acosta concluded his some-
times controversial career as rector of the Jesuit college
at the University of Salamanca.

Further reading:
Claudio M. Burgaleta. Jos¢ de Acosta, S.J. (1540-1660): His
Life and Thought (Chicago: Loyola Press, 1999).

adelantado The term adelantado originated in medi-
eval Spain to refer to an office in which the incumbent
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represented the king. The office still existed into the final
stage of reconquest of the Iberian Peninsula from the
Moors (the Reconquista), while its use in the colonies
was confined to the 16th century, although occasionally
the right to hold the title was heredity.

The Crown employed the title irregularly in con-
tracts (capitulaciones) with explorers and conquistadores,
for example, Vasco Nufiez de Balboa and Francisco
Pizarro. Of some 70 capitulaciones, however, fewer than
half granted the title to an expedition’s leaders. Typically,
men named adelantado were also appointed governor of
the region to be settled.

Adelantados enjoyed administrative, legislative, and
judicial authority. Their usual responsibilities included
securing financing; overseeing the wide range of activi-
ties associated with discovery, exploration, conquest or
“pacification,” and settlement; and ensuring that the
Crown received relevant taxes. The individual contracts
spelled out the specific charges for each region and the
time period within which they were to be accomplished.
An adelantado received a salary from income drawn from
the region assigned to him but also enjoyed the right to
its choicest ENCoMIENDA and land.

Further reading:
C. H. Haring. The Spanish Empire in America (New York:
Harcourt, Brace & World, 1963).

agriculture Most of colonial Latin America’s settled
population labored in farming: planting, tending, and
harvesting crops, and maintaining the tools used in these
activities. In addition to a variety of garden plants, the
most important sources of food were maize and beans
in NEw SpraIN, potatoes and maize in PEru, and manioc
in BraziL. Iberians, however, introduced an extensive
variety of plant foods, as well as metal tools. Spaniards
considered wHEeAT, WINE, and olive oil essential to civi-
lized life and quickly introduced grains, grape vines, and
olive trees wherever the right growing conditions existed.
Climate, altitude, availability of water through rain or
irrigation, soil conditions, fertilizer, labor supply, and
TRANSPORTATION either fostered or prevented the suc-
cess of particular crops. Longer growing seasons than in
Europe, staggered growing seasons as a result of diverse
geographical and climatic conditions, and the rich soils of
many locations enabled two or three crops to be grown a
year in some areas, with a significantly higher seed-yield
ratio.

By the 1550s, European crops had taken root in most
important centers of Spanish settlement except Potosf in
CHarcas, whose high elevation precluded all agriculture.
Wheat production was well established in New Spain,
notably in the Valley of Mexico, where by 1563, at least
114 farms produced the grain, and in the region sur-
rounding Puesta. By the 1580s, Mexican merchants were
transporting wheat, flour, and other agricultural products

to VEracruz for shipment to Havana. The development
of mining districts in ZacaTecas and later (GuaNajuaTo,
northwest of Mexico Crry, stimulated wheat produc-
tion in the Bajfo and farther north. Since wheat would
not grow at more than 12,000 feet (3,658 m) above sea
level, conditions were not as favorable in Andean regions.
Nonetheless, valleys near Qurro, Cuzco, and ArReqQuIPa,
among many others, produced enough wheat to ship a
surplus elsewhere. The Cochabamba Valley in Charcas
supplied the Potosi market, as well as Oruro and La Paz.

In 1687, a devastating earthquake damaged the
irrigation systems in valleys around Lima. Soon the
Peruvian capital was heavily dependent on wheat imports
from CHILE, creating an important export market for its
southern neighbor. Although some wheat was produced
in Central America, most was consumed in Santiago de
Guatemala and a few other Spanish towns; exports to
Mexico, PaNaMa, and Peru were modest.

In Brazir, some wheat was grown for local consump-
tion by Portuguese immigrants and local elites, especially
in Banra. More important, however, was the widespread
cultivation of cassava (manioc) to be made into flour
(farinba de mandioca), the staple of the Bahian diet.

The beverage of choice among most whites in the
colonies was wine. No ships left Spain without wine for
the crew, and many carried wine for the growing colonial
market. Although colonists in Central Mexico, notably
around Puebla, planted thousands of vines, the Spanish
Crown responded with prohibitions rather than encour-
agement in order to maintain the tax-bearing TRADE in
wine from Spain.

From at least the early 1540s, encomenderos and other
landowners in Arequipa began growing grapes, and
from the late 1550s, commercial viticulture was under
way in coastal valleys west of the city (see ENCOMIENDA).
The city’s location on the main route between Lima and
the Potosi mining district in Charcas was an advantage,
and growers generally did well despite greater compe-
tition from producers in Ica, Pisco, and Nazca, a loss
of control over marketing, overall declining prices as
a consequence of overproduction, a scarcity of labor,
and increased TaxatioN until a volcanic eruption in
1600 covered fields for nearly 50 miles with ash. Wine
production in 1601 plummeted by 95 percent, and the
remaining 5 percent was not potable. Also about this
time, Arica replaced Arequipa as the major waystation on
the route from Lima to Charcas. Although production
had largely recovered by the 1630s, the loss of markets
in Lima and farther north forced producers to focus on
buyers in Cuzco and Charcas. At the turn of the 18th
century, producers in Arequipa turned to brandy, the
higher-alcohol-content cousin of wine, as a way to turn
a surplus of wine into a more profitable beverage. By
the end of the century, they were distilling nearly all
of their wine and sending brandy in large quantities to
Charcas and Cuzco, although Moquegua and Lacumba
dominated the Potosi market.



By the late 16th century, wine from Peru dominated
the tables of Spaniards in Guatemara. The Crown for-
bade Guatemala to import Peruvian wine from 1615 to
1685, then relented in 1685, when limited amounts were
permitted until 1713. The second ban was not removed
until 1774.

Estate owners (estancieros) near SANTIAGO DE CHILE
produced wine for their own needs and other consum-
ers in the capital. By the late 16th century, producers
in Mendoza (Argentina) were shipping wine to Buenos
Arres and in the following century their wine displaced
Paraguayan wine in the Rio DE LA PraTta market.

Whites also wanted olive oil, a product imported
from Spain from the beginning of colonization. Although
the Crown rejected proposals to grow olive trees in
Mexico, some landowners planted them and by the
1560s, were producing oil. Continued royal prohibitions,
however, resulted in the continued importation of oil
from Spain throughout the colonial period.

Settlers in the Arequipa region planted olive groves
in the coastal river valleys and sent both olives and olive
oil to Lima and farther north to Ecuador, Panama, and
Central America; the travelers JorGe JuAN v SANTACILIA
and AnTonio DE Urroa noted in the mid-18th century
that the coasts of Nazca and Pisco sent olives and oil to
the capital. Olive production spread from Peru to Chile.

Farmers near Caracas began exporting wheat to
CArRTAGENA DE IND1as in the 1580s in response to
demand from the siLvEr fleet (see FLEETS/FLEET SYSTEM).
The discovery of cacao trees in the 1620s, however, led
entrepreneurs to focus on growing cacao beans to meet
demand from indigenous consumers in New Spain. For
labor, growers quickly turned to African slaves, which
affected the composition of the colony’s society (see
SLAVERY). Although cacao would be produced elsewhere,
notably in the GuavaquiL region of the 4UDIENCIA district
of Quito in the 18th and early 19th centuries, the beans
remained the heart of VENEZUELA’s exports.

Sucar was the most important agricultural export
of the colonial era. Originally transported from the
Canary Islands to HispantoLra, by the 1550s, sugarcane
was an established crop in numerous New World loca-
tions. (Hernando Cortés may have introduced it into
New Spain.) Sugar refining in Cempoala was already
significant before 1535, for example. Inland production
in the modern-day state of Morelos expanded notably
between 1580 and 1630. Although the principal market
was Mexico City, and access to credit there was critical
for successful sugar estate ownership, until about 1650,
Morelos sugar also competed at times in the interna-
tional market. Stagnation and decline occurred after
1630, but another period of growth was seen after 1760.
Although Cusa would become almost synonymous with
sugar later on, its role as an important producer dates to
the second half of the 18th century.

Sugar production in Peru began about 1540 and
became common in coastal valleys, especially those in
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which more profitable vineyards would not succeed. By
1800, nearly every valley between Lima and Lambayeque
had one or more sugar estates. As in New Spain, Peruvian
sugar was affected by international competition, espe-
cially after the mid-17th century. Local and regional
consumption, however, remained high.

BraziL was the colony in which sugar was king. First
in PErNAMBUCO, then in the region around SALVADOR DA
Bania, and later in Rio DE JanEiro, it was the dominant
export to Europe. Sugar production in Brazil outstripped
that of the Spanish colonies, although by 1650, it was suf-
fering from competition by producers on Dutch, English,
and French islands in the Caribbean. Brazilian planters
persisted, however, and in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries again enjoyed great prosperity.

Inpico was a specialized agricultural product par-
ticularly important in Central America. Used by NaTIvE
AMERICANS prior to the arrival of Spaniards, the blue dye
became the region’s most profitable export between 1580
and 1620. Although the trade then stagnated for more
than a half century, European demand for the dye formed
the foundation of merchant fortunes in Central America
during the second half of the 18th century.

Toacco was sold legally in the colonies and in
Spain, yet there was also an illicit market marked by
smuggling to other countries. Unlike sugar production,
which required considerable capital, tobacco was a crop
for the small producer. Cuba was the initial beneficiary.
As European demand for smoking tobacco and snuff
expanded in the late 16th century, Cuban production
increased. Rising consumer demand provoked increased
taxation by the Crown, and contraband sales rose as well.
The creation of a royal tobacco monopoly in Spain in
1717 to benefit from the addictive weed failed to stem,
and perhaps even increased, illegal sales. Since all of the
Spanish colonies grew tobacco, intercolonial trade was
unnecessary. At the same time, the widespread demand
for a product whose use was optional made tobacco an
ideal candidate for taxation. Accordingly, between 1717
and 1783, the Crown established ROYAL MONOPOLIES over
tobacco in every colony. In Mexico City, this meant the
construction of the largest manufactory in the colony,
with almost 9,000 workers in 1796; the seven manufacto-
ries in the colony had a total of 13,316 workers in 1809.

Brazilians also grew tobacco for a domestic and, from
the early 17th century, an export market. Grown in Bahia,
where it on occasion surpassed sugar, in the late 17th
century, it had gained importance in the trade between
Salvador da Bahia and Lisbon. It also became significant
as an item traded for African slaves. Although Bahia
had a monopoly on legal tobacco production until the
mid-18th century, subsequently the Portuguese Crown
encouraged the spread of the industry. Pernambuco ben-
efited from this change of policy, although the Crown
taxed tobacco. It even exported some to Spain.

Inidally, colonial agriculture in the Spanish colonies
relied on indigenous laborers assigned in encomiendas
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or enslaved and sometimes complemented with African
slaves (see miIT4; REPARTIMIENTO). By the eve of indepen-
dence, workers included indigenous communities that
tended communal holdings, self-employed owners or
renters of small plots of land devoted to subsistence
farming, residential and seasonal workers on HACIENDAS,
and slaves who could number in the hundreds on the
largest pLaNTATIONS producing sugar for exportation.
In the sugar-producing regions of Brazil, African slaves
had replaced the native population as the dominant labor
force by the early 17th century.

The types of landholding also varied. Into the
19th century, indigenous communities throughout the
Spanish colonies retained significant amounts of land
used for growing basic foodstuffs. Private holdings
ranged from small plots used in subsistence farming
and modest properties used for growing tobacco, vines,
and olives to larger landholdings devoted to producing
grains—wheat, barley, and oats—sugarcane, and cacao. In
addition, domestic animals for food, breeding, or trans-
portation were often raised on these holdings. Although
some properties focused on production for export, most
notably sugar plantations, owners of all large agricultural
properties (haciendas and fazendas) sought to monopolize
the local market (see FAZENDA/FAZENDEIRO).

See also agricurTure (Vols. I, 111, IV).

Further reading:

B. J. Barickman. A Babian Counterpoint: Sugar, Tobacco, Cas-
sava, and Slavery in the Reconcavo, 1780-1860 (Stanford,
Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1998).

John C. Super. Food, Conquest, and Colonization in Sixteenth-
Century Spanish America (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1988).

aguardiente de cafia Cane liquor, or aguardiente de
cana, is a distilled alcohol made from sugarcane. For most
of the colonial era, consumers in NEw Spav depended on
wholesale importers for the beverage or drank an illegally
produced version called chinguirito, which was smuggled
into the capital from factories in nearby jurisdictions.
After domestically produced aguardiente was legalized
and taxed in 1796, Mexico Crry had a consumption rate
for persons 15 years or older of between 2.5 and 4 gallons
(9.5-15 1) annually between 1797 and 1804.

Although Cuarces II had prohibited the production
and sale of aguardiente in 1693, arguments that this would
affect the prosperity of suGar pLANTATIONS on the one
hand and that a tax on the beverage would be a source
of royal income on the other led him to relent. In New
Granapa, the Crown created an aguardiente monopoly
in 1700, issuing franchises to distillers who paid a tax
(see MONOPOLIES, ROYAL). A change in 1736 granted one
individual in a specified locale the right to produce the
liquor. The Crown sought 40 years later to eliminate pri-
vate distillers and create royal distillers and sales outlets.

In 1780, it doubled the retail price of aguardiente and
turned the monopoly offices into targets of destruction
during the ComunErO REBELLION OF NEW GRANADA. In
1765, Qurro had already had a popular revolt related to
the manufacture and sale of aguardiente.

In the city of Santiago de Guatemala, one aguardiente
producer was granted a monopoly in 1753, and from
1755, the distilled drink was legally available in only four
taverns. Illegal stills continued to operate. The city coun-
cil briefly enjoyed a monopoly over the production and
sale of aguardiente, but in 1766, the Crown created a royal
monopoly, a step that provoked antipathy from produc-
ers, retailers, and consumers alike and further stimulated
the illegal production and sale of the beverage.

For Cuba, in 1764, the Crown imposed a tax of two
pesos per barrel of aguardiente. The same year, Cuban
producers sought authorization to ship the beverage to
Louisiana and Yucatin. In 1768, the Crown granted Cuba
the right to ship it to Louisiana.

Cane liquor was also produced in Brazil, where it
was known as cacha¢a. While the elite enjoyed port wines
from Portugal, commoners drank sugarcane brandy from
small distillers.

See also aLconor (Vol. I).

Further reading:

Kenneth J. Andrien. “Economic Crisis, Taxes and the Quito
Insurrection of 1765.” Past and Present 129 (November
1990): 104-131.

Rebecca A. Earle. Spain and the Independence of Colombia,
1810-1825 (Exeter, U.K.: University of Exeter Press,
2000).

Allan J. Kuethe. Cuba, 1753-1815: Crown, Military, and So-
ciery (Knoxville, Tenn.: University of Tennessee Press,
1986).

alcabala A sales tax dating back to medieval Castile
during the reign of Henry III (1390-1406), the alcabala
became a royal tax of 10 percent paid by the seller,
although monarchs could exempt particular products,
persons, and municipalities from paying it (see TAXA-
TION). PaiLe II extended the tax to New SpaiN at a
rate of 2 percent in 1574. Except for items produced
by indigenous people, most merchandise was taxed,
although some groups, notably the Jesurrs, were not
required to pay it. The aleabala’s introduction into the
Vicerovarty of Peru in 1591 provoked riots, notably in
Qurro in 1592-93, where the local elite confronted royal
officials for a year and, as a consequence, lost the right
to elect their municipal councilors for a century. The tax
remained in effect throughout the colonial period. Basic
foodstuffs in Peru—maizg, potatoes, and wHEAT—were
exempt, as were items produced by artisans. In Peru in
1756, corregidores were to pay an alcabala de tarifa of 4
percent on goods distributed through the rerPArRTO (see
CORREGIDOR/CORREGIMIENTO). Viceroy MANUEL DE AMAT



v JUuNYENT, in 1772, increased the alcabala from 2 to 4
percent. In 1780, José ANTONIO DE ARECHE Y SoRNOZA
ordered the alcabala increased from 4 to 6 percent in the
newly established customs house in AreqQuira, an action
that led to a short-lived revolt but not the abolition of
the tax. For much of colonial history, however, towns
and guilds often agreed to pay the Crown a fixed amount
(encabezamiento) for the alcabala and then collected the tax
themselves, a solution that reduced the effective rate.
See also 4r.c4para (Vol. ).

Further reading:
C. H. Haring. The Spanish Empire in America (New York:
Harcourt, Brace & World, 1963).

alcalde del crimen  An alcalde del crimen was a min-
ister of the Audiencias of Mexico and Lima assigned to
handle criminal cases that came to the court on appeal
from lower magistrates or that arose within a restricted
jurisdiction encompassing the capital cities and their
immediate environs (see 4UDIENCIA). Modeled on posts of
the same name in Spanish chancellories and some audien-
cias, the position was created in 1568 for both Mexico and
Lima. On the remaining audiencias, oidores had responsi-
bilities for both civil and criminal cases (see 0IDOR). In
1808, there were five alcaldes del crimen on the Audiencia
of Mexico and four on the Audiencia of Lima.

Where it existed, the position of alcalde del crimen
served as a stepping-stone for advancement to the post
of vidor; or civil judge, on the same courts.

Further reading:

Mark A. Burkholder and D. S. Chandler. From Impotence to Au-
thority: The Spanish Crown and the American Audiencias, 1687—
1808 (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1977).

alcalde mayor 1n New Seai, alcaldes mayores were
provincial administrators for territorial units known as
alcaldins mayores. Their counterparts in PEru were known
as corregidores (see CORREGIDOR/CORREGIMIENTO). Normally,
men in Spain were granted five-year terms, while those
already in the colonies served three-year terms.

In the 16th and much of the 17th centuries, vicEroys
appointed most alcaldes mayores within their jurisdictions.
Thus, the position was an important source of patronage
that enabled viceroys to reward both retainers brought
from Spain as well as men already in the colonies; unscru-
pulous viceroys sold appointments as a source of personal
gain. In 1678, however, the Spanish Crown began to sell
appointments, restricting the viceroys to naming only a
dozen each, aside from interim appointees.

Added to the costs of travel, purchasing an appoint-
ment meant that many alcaldes mayores reached their posts
in debt. Anxious to pay off the obligation as well as make
a profit, they resorted to a variety of means, including the
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reparto de mercancias to extort either cash or goods from
indigenous people in their district (see REPARTO). In some
cases, however, their advances proved advantageous to
native individuals who needed access to credit.

In the middle of the 18th century, there were 116
alcaldes mayores in the Audiencia of Mexico and another
33 in the Audiencia of New Galicia (see 4UDIENCLA). About
300 lieutenants assisted them. The establishment of the
intendancy system in New Spain replaced the alcaldes
mayores with SUBDELEGADOS (see INTENDANT).

Further reading:

Jeremy Baskes. Indians, Merchants, and Markets: A Reinter-
pretation of the Repartimiento and Spanish-Indian Economic
Relations in Colonial Oaxaca, 1750—1821 (Stanford, Calif.:
Stanford University Press, 2000).

Brian R. Hamnett. Politics and Trade in Southern Mexico, 1750~
1821 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1971).
Christoph Rosenmiiller. Patrons, Partisans, and Palace In-
trigues: The Court Society of Colonial Mexico, 1702—1710

(Calgary, Canada: University of Calgary Press, 2008).

aldeia The first Jesurrs, six in number, arrived in
BraziL with the first royal governor, Tomé de Sousa, in
1549. Sent by the Portuguese Crown to convert and pacify
the NaTive Americans, they quickly decided that this
could be done best if the indigenous were moved into new
villages, or aldeias, under Jesuit supervision. Father MaNoEL
DE NOBREGA outlined the idea in 1550, and the first a/deia
was established near Bamia two years later. It was during
the governorship of Mem DE SA (1557-72) that the Jesuits’
use of aldeias reached full flower. By 1562, there were 11
aldeias averaging some 2,000 inhabitants in Bahia.

The Jesuits saw their efforts as saving the indigenous
population from enslavement by colonists. They sought
to indoctrinate their charges in a Christian way of life,
creating villages with a central plaza, church, and houses
in rows, an organizational form vastly different from that
of the native peoples.

Ironically and unintentionally, the governor’s decla-
ration of a “just war” in 1562 against the Caeté damaged
the aldeias, as colonists seized indigenous residents in
the Jesuit villages. Although the declaration was soon
retracted, its results combined with EpIDEMICS in 1562
and 1563 to reduce the number of Jesuit villages to five.
The Indians’ conditions worsened when the Crown
placed lay captains in charge of the a/deias and again in
1570 authorized the enslavement of indigenous people
captured in a just war or considered cannibals. By the
time this law was modified, in 1574, the Jesuits’ efforts,
coupled with the actions of governors and settlers, had
irrevocably damaged traditional native culture.

Nonetheless, the Jesuits continued to create aldeias
with their own lands. By 1600, as many as 50,000 Indians
resided in the villages and were thus available to work for
the Jesuits and colonists. While native workers were to
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be paid for their labor, the amount was typically less than
pay received by whites, free blacks, or muLATOs.

In addition to the Bahia region, the Jesuits created
aldeias in MArRaNHZO, as did the Franciscans. Following
the expulsion of the Jesuits in the years 1755-58, their
aldeias were turned into parishes, and parish priests
replaced the missionaries.

In the Spanish colonies, the institutions analogous
to the aldeins were the reducciones and congregaciones (see
CONGRAGACION; REDUCCION).

Further reading:
Bailey W. Diffie. A History of Colonial Brazil, 1500-1792
(Malabar, Fla.: Robert E. Krieger Publishing Co., 1987).

Aleijadinho (Anténio Francisco Lisbéa) (b. ca.
1738-d. 1814) Brazilian architect and sculptor ~ Considered
colonial Brazir’s most outstanding architect and sculptor,
Anténio Francisco Lisbéa was born in Vira Rica po Ouro
PreTO (see ARCHITECTURE; ART). The illegitimate mMuLATO
son of Portuguese architect Manuel Francisco Lisb6a and
an African slave named Isabel, Anténio learned architec-
tural design and construction from his father. Francisco
Xavier de Brito, a Brazilian sculptor, taught him to carve
soapstone; Jodo Gomes Batista trained him in painting.

Because of his origins, the artisans’ guild in Ouro
Préto, Minas Gerars, denied him membership, and
Lisb6a had to rely on intermediaries for commissions.
Nonetheless, he prospered in the region of Vila Rica and
became recognized as Brazil’s leading rococo artist prior
to contracting probably either leprosy, syphilis, or a viral
infection in 1777. As his afflictions worsened, he acquired
the nickname Aleijadinbo (little cripple). Despite report-
edly losing fingers and toes and eventually his sight, he
continued to work, being carried to the site and proceed-
ing with tools tied to the stumps of his hands.

Aleijadinho’s accomplishments include designing the
churches of San Francisco in Ouro Préto, Nossa Senhora
do Carmo in Sabard, and Bom Jesus do Matosinhos in
the town of Congonhas do Campo; carving magnificent
10-foot- (3-m-) high soapstone statues of the 12 prophets
and 66 wooden figures at Bom Jesus do Matosinhos; and
designing numerous chapels, doors, retables, statutes, and
altars. He worked repeatedly with painters Manoel da
Costa Ataide and Francisco Xavier Carneiro. Aleijadinho
died in Brazil. His son Manuel Francisco Lisbéa was
born of a slave and was also an artist.

Further reading:

James E. Hogan. “Anténio Francisco Lisboa, ‘O Aleijadin-
ho’: An Annotated Bibliography.” Latin American Research
Review 9, no. 2 (Summer 1974): 83-94.

Almadén Mines at Almadén, Spain, about 165 miles
(266 km) northeast of SEviLLE, were the most important

source of MERCURY, or quicksilver, used in processing
SILVER ore in NEw SpAIN (see MINING). Mercury was used
in the amalgamation, or patio process, which was intro-
duced and perhaps invented at the mining site of Pachuca
in the mid-1550s by the Spanish merchant Bartolomé de
Medina. With modifications, the process was extended to
Potost in the 1570s. Its advantage over smelting was that
it enabled miners to process lower-grade ore.

Between 1646 and 1799, Almadén’s mines produced
just over a million registered quintals (hundredweight) of
mercury. Output expanded in the 18th century as a result
of improved administration and development of a new
mine discovered in 1699. From 1700 to 1760, Almadén
produced 331,430 registered quintals of mercury, a sum
almost 90,000 quintals greater than at HuancavELica, the
mercury mining center in Peru. Production at Almadén
was even greater between 1760 and 1799. In those four
decades, Almadén produced 580,930 quintals of mer-
cury compared to Huancavelica’s approximately 167,000
quintals.

The major American consumers of mercury from
Almadén were in New Spain, although some quicksilver
went to miners in colonial Peru, especially in the first
half of the 17th, the late 18th, and the early 19th centu-
ries. Greater TaxaTionN and higher production expenses
at Huancavelica explain, at least partly, the consis-
tently higher price of mercury, regardless of provenance,
the royal monopoly charged in Peru (see MoNOPOLIES,
ROYAL).

The decision to divert Almadén mercury from
Mexico to Peru in the early 17th century was an impor-
tant cause of a temporary decline in Mexican silver pro-
duction. Increased amounts of mercury from Almadén
were central to increasing Mexican silver production
in the 18th and early 19th centuries and contributed to
increased production in Peru and Upper Peru in the later
18th century. The Crown’s reduction of the price of mer-
cury it sold in New Spain by 50 percent (82 to 41 pesos)
between 1767 and 1778 also stimulated unprecedentedly
high levels of silver production.

Further reading:

Kendall W. Brown. “The Spanish Imperial Mercury Trade
and the American Mining Expansion under the Bourbon
Monarchy.” In The Political Economy of Spanish America
in the Age of Revolution, 1750-1850, edited by Kenneth J.
Andrien and Lyman L. Johnson, 137-167 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1994).

almojarifazgo Spain taxed colonial TRADE from
the time of Columbus. Initially, the almojarifazgo was a
customs duty of 7.5 percent levied on goods imported
at American ports. In 1543, the Crown reduced this tax
to 5 percent but began to collect a tax of 2.5 percent on
goods exported from SeviriLe. Duties were doubled in
1566, and exports from American ports were taxed at



a rate of 2.5 percent. These assessments were levied on
the basis of merchants’ sworn declarations, rather than
inspection of goods. In 1624, appraisals based on weight
and sometimes size of boxes and bales began to be made
on different kinds of exports to the colonies.

Extensive fraud led the Crown in 1660 to accept an
annual lump sum of 790,000 ducats in lieu of the a/mo-
Jjarifazgo. Volume, number of pieces, or size was used
from 1680. In addition, in 1720, specified exported and
imported articles were taxed according to a rate schedule.
A 2 percent tax was levied on coLD sent to Spain, and 5
percent was charged on siLver. The almojarifazgo itself
was abolished on Spanish goods traded between Spain
and the colonies with the introduction of cOMERCIO LIBRE,
although it remained on foreign goods and intercolonial
trade.

Further reading:
C. H. Haring. The Spanish Empire in America (New York:
Harcourt, Brace & World, 1963).

Alzaga, Martin de (b. 1755-d. 1812) Spanish mer-
chant and politician in Buenos Aires  Martin de Alzaga was
born in the Valley of Aramayona, Alava, Spain. He left
for the Rfo DE ra Prata in 1767 and initially worked
for the highly successful pENINSULAR merchant Gaspar
de Santa Coloma. A decade later, he began setting up
his own commercial ventures. He prospered and added
service in municipal posts to his record.

Alzaga vigorously supported monopolistic trade
with Spain and fervently opposed any trade with for-
eigners. Chairman (alcalde del primer voto) of the BueNos
AIRES cabildo, or MUNICcIPAL coUNcCIL, when the second
British invasion took place in 1807, he organized a
successful defense that contributed significantly to the
surrender of General John Whitelocke on July 7, 1807,
after the invaders had suffered heavy losses. Reelected
alcalde del primer voto on January 1, 1808, he presided
when the city council rejected the scheme to make
Spanish princess Carlota, sister of Ferpinanp VII,
regent and also when it recognized the Junta SUPREMA
DE SEVILLA.

On January 1, 1809, Alzaga led an unsuccessful
attempt to overthrow Viceroy SanTiaco LINIERs Y
BremonD and was exiled from Buenos Aires. After his
return to the capital, he oversaw a plan to overthrow
the First Triumvirate on July 10, 1812. Discovery of the
conspiracy resulted in his arrest, along with that of some
associates, and his execution in Buenos Aires.

Further reading:

Tulio Halperin-Donghi. Politics, Economics and Society in Ar-
gentina in the Revolutionary Period (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1975).

John Lynch. The Spanish American Revolutions, 1808-1826,
2d ed. New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1986).
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Alzate y Ramirez, José Antonio de (b. 1737-d.
1799) Mexican writer and publisher Born in Ozumba de
Alzate, NEw SpaiN, Alzate studied at the Colegio de San
Ildefonso in Mexico Crry, receiving a baccalaureate in
theology in 1756. Although he was an ordained cleric,
his many interests included science and medicine, and his
importance rests on his popularization of modern, and
especially applied, science through a series of periodicals.
In 1768, he began publication of a weekly Diario literario,
but it faltered by the end of the year. Likewise, Asunros
varios sobre ciencias y artes was published only briefly, in
1772-73. Alzate’s most successful periodical was Guaceta
de literatura, which was published between 1788 and
1797.

Alzate’s encyclopedic interests focused in particular
on scientific knowledge that could be useful in solv-
ing contemporary problems. This emphasis on useful
knowledge characterized the ENLiGHTENMENT in Latin
America, as did the dissemination of such knowledge
through periodicals. Providing information about his
home region, for example, its geography, also was typi-
cal of publications elsewhere in Spanish America at the
time. Similarly, Alzate shared a disdain for Aristotelian
philosophy and sought to publish news of scientific
developments from Europe and even the United States,
although Alzate mentioned only the scientist Benjamin
Franklin from the latter.

Medicine, applied science, agronomy, general sci-
ence, MINING, botany, geography, and chemistry were the
areas covered most frequently in the articles and notes
in Alzate’s periodicals. Medicine received the greatest
emphasis because it offered practical knowledge about
improving health that readers could put into practice.

Alzate’s interest in the history of New Spain docu-
mented a growing CREOLE self-awareness and pride in
being creole that also was seen in other parts of the
empire. Alzate died in Mexico City.

Further reading:
W. F. Cody. “An Index to the Periodicals Published by José
Antonio Alzate y Ramirez.” Hispanic American Historical

Review 33,n0. 3 (1953): 442-475.

Amary Borbon, Antonio (b.1742-d.1826) Spanish
viceroy of New Granada ~ Born in Zaragoza, Spain, Antonio
Amar y Borbén was a professional soldier who held the
rank of captain when he entered the Order of Santiago in
1767 and that of field marshal when he was named vice-
roy of NEw Granapa by royal order of July 26, 1802, to
replace Pedro Mendinueta. He took office on September
17, 1803, and has been described as “indecisive, unimagi-
native, and probably too old for the job.”

The Spanish government’s decision to resume neu-
tral TRADE in 1805 did little in New Granada other than
strengthen contraband trade with British merchants.
Amar’s limited efforts failed to solve the problem of
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Spain’s inability to provide either the goods colonists
sought or an adequate market for New Granada’s exports.
In late 1808, when the Junta CENTRAL in Spain and the
government of England were allies, Amar agreed to open
trade with England, even when the Junta Central disal-
lowed it.

Amar had the misfortune to be viceroy when CHARLES
IV and Ferpinanp VII abdicated and juntas emerged in
Spain and some colonies. Although Qurto was the first
city in the viceroyalty to establish a short-lived junta, the
collapse of the Junta Central and creation of a CounciL
ofF RegeEncy in Spain in January 1810 had repercus-
sions in New Granada. A coup in CARTAGENA DE INDIAS
removed the governor there on June 14, 1810, and anti-
government revolts took place in Cali, Pamplona, and
Socorro in early July. Following a riot fomented by some
prominent crReoLES in BoGoTA on July 20, Amar, who
already knew that the Regency had named his replace-
ment, abdicated to an oipor of the Audiencia of Santa Fé
de Bogoti the following day, after temporarily presiding
over the newly created junta. Briefly imprisoned by riot-
ers, the viceroy and his wife were released by the junta
and sent to Cartagena. Amar eventually reached Spain,
where he died.

Further reading:

Rebecca A. Earle. Spain and the Independence of Colombia,
1810-1825 (Exeter, U.K.: University of Exeter Press,
2000).

Allan J. Kuethe. Military Reform and Society in New Granada,
1773-1808 (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida,
1978).

Anthony McFarlane. Colombia before Independence: Ecomomy,
Society, and Politics under Bourbon Rule (New York: Cam-
bridge University Press, 1993).

Amat y Junyent, Manuel de (b. 1704-d. 1782)
Spanish viceroy of Peru Born in Barcelona, Spain, Manuel
de Amat y Junyent followed a military career and saw
action in North Africa and Naples, rising to the rank
of field marshal. Named governor and president of the
Audiencia of Chile in 1755, he assumed his post on
December 28.

In CHILE, Amat oversaw the construction of fortifica-
tions and founded towns near them. He created a police
force in SanTiaGo DE CHILE and undertook public works,
including a market in the Plaza de Armas. He also facili-
tated the opening of the Royal University of San Felipe
in 1758. His arrogant and arbitrary style of rule, how-
ever, antagonized some Chileans, and no tears were shed
when in 1761 he sailed north from Valparaiso after being
appointed viceroy of Peru, replacing the long-serving
count de Superunda.

Amat entered Lima on October 12,1761, and held his
post there until July 17, 1776, when Manuel de Guirior,
viceroy of NEw Granapa, replaced him. Amat brought

with him from Chile relatives and clients, including José
Perfecto de Salas as his legal adviser. Aided by Salas,
Amat became associated with corruption throughout the
viceroyalty. When the celebrated traveler Juan pe UrLoa
returned to Peru as governor of Huancavirica and
refused to pay him an annual bribe of 10-12,000 pesos,
Amat left Ulloa to his enemies.

Soon after his arrival in Lima, Amat received noti-
fication that Spain had renewed the Family Pact with
France and was at war with Britain. He immediately took
steps to strengthen Peru’s defenses, concentrating ini-
tially on the defense of CarLrao and Lima. He expanded
the number of men in arms by requiring all able-bodied
males from 14 to 60 to report for duty, oversaw the com-
pletion of the fortress Real Felipe at Callao, built a new
seawall, and secured the construction of an artillery fac-
tory. Amat’s reorganization resulted in the militia of Lima
growing from 6,643 to 16,784, and the total size of the
militia for Lima, its vicinities, and the coastal provinces
reached nearly 50,000. While the militia was not put to
the test against the British, Amat’s efforts and support of
rewards for cooperative males of the creoik elite, such
as membership in military orders and access to the mili-
tary FUERO, elevated the status of the militia. Militiamen
accompanied regular troops from Callao in arresting and
expelling the Jesurts.

The expulsion of the Jesuits enabled Amat to create
the Convictorio Carolino, an educational institution that
became known for its modern curriculum (see EDUCA-
TION). During Amat’s long tenure as viceroy, he oversaw
improvements in the cleanliness, lighting, and public
order of Lima and of the important road to Callao. He
also promoted the construction of a bullring and a
new facility for cockfights in Lima and a new mint in
Porost.

Amat sought to reduce tax evasion and soon after
his arrival in Lima demanded that merchants pay back
taxes owed on ALCABALAs; by the time he left office nearly
half a million pesos had been collected. He also created
a customs house, which opened in 1773, and raised the
amount of revenue collected.

Amat’s arbitrary approach and the rapacity that
contemporaries thought he shared with his immediate
supporters resulted in a RESIDENCIA with serious charges
that included corruption, although Amat was ultimately
absolved.

Unmarried while viceroy, Amat had a lengthy affair
with the actress Micaela Villegas, better known as “La
Perricholi.” He married the Catalan Marfa Francesca de
Fivaller i de Bru after returning to Barcelona in 1777. He
died there, leaving his widow the celebrated Palace of the
Vicereine (Palau de la Virreina) on the Ramblas.

Further reading:

Leon G. Campbell. The Military and Society in Colonial Peru,
1750-1810 (Philadelphia: American Philosophical Soci-
ety, 1978).



John R. Fisher. Bourbon Peru, 1750-1824 (Liverpool, U.K.:
Liverpool University Press, 2003).

Rubén Vargas Ugarte. Historia general del Perdi, Vol. 4: Virre-
inato (1689—1776) (Barcelona, Spain: Editor Carlos Milla
Batres, 1966).

amigos del pais, societies of Spanish and
Spanish-American economic societies often known as
amigos del pais, or “friends of the country,” were the
descendants of the Basque Society of Friends of the
Country that first met in Vergara, Guiptzcoa, in 1765.
Between 1770 and 1820 about 70 economic societies
were established in Spain; between 1780 and 1822, no
fewer than 14 were founded or suggested in the overseas
territories.

The first economic society in the empire was
created in Manila in 1781. Others suggested or estab-
lished in the 1780s were in Mompox, NEw (GRANADA;
Santiago de Cuba, Cusa; and VEracruz, NEw Spain. In
the 1790s, societies appeared in Lima, Qurto, Havana,
and GuaTEMALA, and a society was proposed in Mérida,
Yucatdn. In the early 19th century, societies were estab-
lished or proposed in Buenos Arres, BocoT4, Caracas,
Puerro Rico, and Chiapas. Governmental favor, for
example, by the count of Floridablanca, the count of
Campomanes, and, later, the royal favorite MaNUEL
pe Gopoy benefited the societies in Spain from the
1770s to 1808, although enthusiasm lessened after the
outbreak of the French Revolution. Royal recognition
of the overseas societies also stimulated membership,
and some prominent royal officials assumed important
roles.

As their Iberian counterparts, the American societies
often focused on economic problems in their immedi-
ate region. Typically, they employed the ideas of the
ENLicHTENMENT and the use of critical reason, observa-
tion, exact data, and useful knowledge. They were con-
cerned with poverty and prosperity, wanted improved
TRANSPORTATION and better use of labor, and emphasized
science, medicine, and EpucaTioN for the benefits they
conveyed.

The American societies were small in size. Perhaps
a total of 600 to 700 persons, almost all males, par-
ticipated, and well over half of them were in Havana and
GuaTeEMALA. Literate and often well educated, members
were associated with colonial elites and professions.
While a majority were creoLEs born in the city of the
society, PENINSULAR civil, ecclesiastical, and military offi-
cials also belonged.

The societies often published, at least for several
years, periodicals containing information about the colo-
ny’s geographic conditions, EcoNomy, and population and
disseminated helpful articles on medical issues and scien-
tific discoveries. Together the societies and their publica-
tions helped promote a greater sense of local pride and
awareness, or conciencia de si.

Angostura, Congress of 13

Further reading:

Robert Jones Shafer. The Economic Societies in the Spanish
World (1763-1821) (Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University
Press, 1958).

Andrada e Silva, José Bonifacio de (b. 1763—d.
1838) Brazilian naturalist and statesman Born in Santos,
Sio Pauro, José Bonifacio de Andrada e Silva received
his early EpucaTioN in Brazir, but the lack of a university
in the colony forced him to go to Portugal for higher
education. In 1783, he matriculated at the University of
Coimbra and soon demonstrated his knowledge of major
European intellectuals and publicists ranging from John
Locke to Voltaire and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. In 1790,
the Portuguese government sent him to Paris, Freiburg,
and other European sites to study mineralogy. Traveling
and studying for a decade, on his return he was named
general intendant of mines and metallurgy in Portugal
and taught at Coimbra. He married a Portuguese woman
and remained in Portugal until 1819, when he returned
to Sio Paulo and became involved in politics.

A man of exceptional talent and self-confidence,
Andrada represented the junta of Sdo Paulo in peti-
tioning that prince-regent Pedro remain in Brazil. He
quickly became Pedro’s leading minister. A monarchist
who opposed the idea of popular sovereignty and initially
wanted autonomy for Brazil within a larger Portuguese
nation, Andrada carefully guided the prince through a
shifting political morass, changing his own position to
favoring independence along the way. By early September
1822, he responded to the Portuguese Cortes’s opposi-
tion to self-government in Brazil by urging Pedro to
declare independence, which he did.

Undisputed first minister when PEbro I wasacclaimed
emperor on October 12, 1823, Andrada’s fortunes soon
waned. On July 16, 1824, both he and his brother Martim
Francisco resigned from Pedro’s government after the
emperor prepared decrees to free political prisoners, end
ordered deportations, and terminate an inquiry into sedi-
tion in Sio Paulo.

Andrada went into exile in Europe but returned to
Brazil in 1829, regaining influence with Pedro I and
being named mentor to the future Pedro II.

See also Pepro 1 (Vol. I1I).

Further reading:

Roderick J. Barman. Brazil: The Forging of a Nation, 1798—
1852 (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1988).

Neill Macaulay. Doz Pedro: The Struggle for Liberty in Brazil
and Portugal, 1798—1834 (Durham, N.C.: Duke Univer-
sity Press, 1986).

Angostura, Congress of (1819-1821) The
Congress of Angostura was convened by South American
independence leader Stmon Bovrivar in 1819. Its purpose



14 Apodaca, Juan Ruiz de

was to consolidate independence for the Andean region
of South America by creating a large, unified republic of
Colombia. The congress laid the foundation for a new
constitution that established a system of government and
a series of social reforms for the new nation.

The Congress of Angostura met after a series of vic-
tories by independence forces over the Spanish royalist
army. Bolivar called the congress together in February
1819 with instructions to begin drafting a new consti-
tution to unite the Andean region under one strong,
centralized government. He also encouraged delegates
to consider the failures of earlier attempts at establish-
ing a republic in VENEZUELA. Venezuela’s First Republic
had been ruled under a triumvirate, and Bolivar believed
the three-man rule had significantly weakened that ini-
tial attempt at securing independence. He also urged
delegates to consider social reforms that had not been
addressed earlier, such as agrarian reform and the aboli-
tion of SLAVERY.

In August of that year, Bolivar led his army to victory
in the Battle of Boyaci, effectively securing independence
for NEw Granapa (present-day Colombia and Panama).
Leaders from New Granada joined the Congress of
Angostura, and the assembly proclaimed the creation
of Gran Colombia, formally known as the Republic of
Colombia or Greater Colombia. The legal basis for the
union was articulated in the Fundamental Law of the
Republic of Colombia, promulgated on December 17,
1819. Delegates had heeded Bolivar’s wishes for a strong
centralized government and included measures that called
for a powerful executive; Bolivar was elected president of
the new republic. The law called for the new repub-
lic to be divided into three departments—Venezuela,
Cudinamarca, and Qurro—each to be governed by a
vice president. It also provided a rough delineation of the
territorial boundaries of the new republic and stipulated
that debts from the component regions would be consoli-
dated under one national treasury.

In a final measure, the Congress of Angostura called
for the General Congress of Colombia to meet in Villa
del Rosario de Cicuta on January 1, 1821, to draft a new
constitution for the republic. The Congress of Cucuta
met as stipulated and formalized the union of regions
that made up Gran Colombia in the Constitution of
1821. The document spelled out the centralized form of
government that Bolivar had advocated and called for
progressive social reform. It allowed for slavery to be
gradually eradicated by guaranteeing freedom to all chil-
dren born of slaves and eliminated the indigenous labor
and TRIBUTE system under the mi74. It also included pro-
visions to limit the authority of the Caraoric CHURCH.

The experiment of creating a unified Gran
Colombia failed, and the republic had disbanded by
1831. Nevertheless, the Congress of Angostura still holds
importance as the first formal articulation of Bolivar’s

vision of a unified American nation after independence.
See also Gran Coromsia (Vol. III).

Further reading:

David Bushnell, ed. E/ Libertador: Writings of Simin Bolivar,
translated by Frederick H. Fornoff (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2003).

John J. Johnson, ed. Simdn Bolivar, and Spanish American In-
dependence: 1783-1830 (Princeton, N.J.: D. Van Nostrand
Co., 1968).

John Lynch. Simdn Bolivar: A Life New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press, 2006).

J. L. Salcedo-Bastardo. Bolivar: A Continent and Its Destiny.
(London: Richmond Publishing Co., 1977).

Apodaca, Juan Ruiz de (b. 1754-d. 1835) Spanish
viceroy of New Spain  Born in CAp1z, Spain, Juan Ruiz de
Apodaca entered the navy as a guardiamarina in 1767,
advanced through the ranks, and entered the Order of
Calatrava in 1783. Promoted to lieutenant general on
August 23, 1809, in November he was sent to London to
negotiate an alliance against the French. Named captain
general of Cusa by title of February 11, 1812, he suc-
ceeded FerLix Maria pE CALLEJA DEL REy as viceroy of
NEew Sean, replacing him on September 19, 1816.

Apodaca traveled in an armed convoy from VEracrUZ
to Mexico Crry in August and early September 1816.
Attacks by rebel cavalry en route made the new viceroy
aware that guerrilla bands dogged even the most impor-
tant highway in New Spain and that the insurgency was
not over.

At the same time, Apodaca wanted peace rather than
war. He published announcements of royalist victories
and issued pardons. Indeed, he went so far, in 1819, as to
assure FERDINAND VII that he needed no reinforcements.
The viceroy’s “victory,” however, was a delusion. Rebels
had gone underground or moved to havens, but they had
not disappeared.

The Rieco Revort restored constitutional govern-
ment, and Apodaca, now as jefe politico superior rather
than viceroy, led royal and local officials in Mexico City
in swearing allegiance to the Spanish CoNsTITUTION OF
1812 on June 1, 1820. Apodaca subsequently ordered
elections, as specified in the constitution, and allowed
freedom of the press. Only after the Prax oF IcuaLa was
published in February 1821 did Apodaca, at the urging of
PENINSULAR military officers, ban the free press. Refusing
to endorse the plan, he belatedly tried to oversee a mili-
tary response against its adherents but never sent an army
against the rebels, for he could not count on the loyalty of
the royal soldiers and officers. On July 5, 1821, hardline
officers mutinied, and Apodaca resigned his position and
turned power over to Field Marshal Francisco Novella.

Apodaca was able to leave New Spain only after
it had become independent Mexico, departing from
Veracruz in October 1821 (see MEXICO, INDEPENDENCE
IN). Previously honored with the title count of Venadito
in 1818, he received the Great Cross of Carlos III by
decree on December 1, 1829. Named to the Spanish



legislature of 1834-35, Apodaca died shortly afterward
in Madrid.

Further reading:
Timothy E. Anna. The Fall of the Royal Government in Mexico
City (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1978).

Araucanians (Mapuche) Known to the Spaniards
as the araucanos, or Araucanians in English, the indig-
enous peoples now referred to as Mapuche inhab-
ited CHiLe south of the Mapocho River, which flows
through the city of SanTiaco pE CHiLe. The founding of
Concepcion, some 300 miles (483 km) to the southwest
by Pedro de Valdivia in 1550, was the first Spanish effort
to colonize Araucania. Valdivia’s death in 1553 at the
hands of his former groom, the famed Mapuche caciQue
Lautaro, foreshadowed the resistance seen from 1554.
Conflict punctuated with temporary peace characterized
the remainder of the colonial era and beyond.

The Mapuche and other peoples in Araucania read-
ily adopted Spanish plants, animals, and technology. For
example, they grew wWHEAT, peas, and apples; raised sHEEP
and horses, which they quickly learned to ride and use
in guerrilla warfare; and placed steel tips from Spanish
swords on lances. They also learned to use nooses to pull
Spanish soldiers from their horses.

A major revolt in 1598 followed the Spaniards’ effort
to place a garrison in support of the Jesurrs south of
the Bio-Bio River. The Mapuche captured and enslaved
numerous Spanish women and children and destroyed
all Spanish settlements between the Maule River, which
runs east and west through present Talca, founded in
1692, and Osorno, south of Valdivia. For the remain-
der of colonial rule, the Bio-Bio south and southeast of
Concepcién marked the southern extension of colonial
authority.

A state of perpetual war limited Spanish settlement
and left the Mapuche south of the Bio-Bio free of the
labor and tribute obligations that weighed on NATIVE
Americans north of the river and throughout much of
Spain’s empire. Ongoing war, however, brought advan-
tages to some colonials. Beginning in 1600, the treasury
in Lima was required to send a financial subsidy (situado)
to Chile to support the military effort. In 1608, ParLip
III authorized the enslavement of rebellious indigenous
in Chile, thus legitimating a practice employed routinely
from the 1570s. Selling Mapuche captured in war became
a source of income for soldiers and unscrupulous bureau-
crats alike. The Spaniards paid dearly for their incom-
plete conquest and continued wars against the Mapuche.
Between 1541 and 1664, some 20,000 to 30,000 Spanish
soldiers and settlers died in the wars.

Starting in 1716, the Spaniards tried to quell upris-
ings in western Araucania through formal treaties agreed
to at meetings known as parlamentos. As many as 4,000
people participated, and the government assumed the
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expense of feeding them and providing various TRADE
items, for example, iron tools, as a means of securing
peace. Repeated on a number of occasions, this approach
maintained a reasonable level of peace on the western
frontier for the remainder of the colonial era. In the war
against Spain in the 1810s, Mapuche warriors sided with
the royalists in the hope of keeping their territory.

Further reading:

Kristine L. Jones. “Warfare, Reorganization, and Readapta-
tion at the Margins of Spanish Rule: The Southern Mar-
gin (1573-1882).” In The Cambridge History of the Native
Peoples of the Americas, vol. 111, part 2, edited by Frank
Salomon and Stuart B. Schwartz (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1999).

Brian Loveman. Chile: The Legacy of Hispanic Capitalism, 3d
ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2001).

architecture Spanish and Portuguese settlement
in the Americas was intimately tied to the location and
construction of buildings. New churches, government
buildings, and private shops and residences were built
in each municipality founded in the aftermath of con-
quest. Their construction implied the destruction or
replacement of earlier indigenous buildings or spaces,
when they existed, sometimes by building on top of
razed constructions, as was most spectacularly done in
Mexico Crry. New buildings looked European, their
design being derived largely from European models as
constructed in Spain and Portugal. In New SpaiN and
PEru, in particular, the influence of indigenous workers
can be seen in the decoration of the facades and interi-
ors of churches.

The conquistadores and settlers consciously tried to
replicate desirable characteristics of an urban environ-
ment from Iberia, while at the same time informing the
Amerindian population about sacred and secular space.
Sixteenth-century churches had arched doorways and
classical facades with pilasters and moldings facing the
street, whereas preconquest architecture lacked arches;
secular buildings used horizontal lintels for doorways.
Church bell towers also designated European origin.
The quality of construction materials was important.
Spaniards had only contempt for houses made of straw,
while in the stone buildings of the Incas they saw great
skill. Nonetheless, they considered true architecture to
be classical, with columns, capitals, and arches.

Although not codified until 1573, the grid pattern
around a central plaza with a building for municipal
government, a church, royal offices as needed, a portico
with commercial space, and straight streets intersecting
at right angles was firmly established by 1560. The most
desirable properties, those given to the first settlers, were
the ones closest to the central plaza. The central plaza
itself required a pillar of justice (picota) symbolizing the
start of civil government and a cross either in the square
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or where the church would be built; together, they sym-
bolized Spanish order and justice.

"The wealth of a region, the type of building materials
available, population density, the mix of Europeans and
non-Europeans, and geography and climate affected the
size and appearance of buildings. The level of interac-
tion with Spain or Portugal also affected the appearance
of public buildings. Thus, Lima was more Spanish than
Cuzco; SALVADOR DA Bania, more Portuguese than Vira
Rica po Ouro PréTo in MiNas Gerars. Styles changed in
belated response to architectural changes in Europe but
also benefited from local experience and need. Originally,
a severe and rational style was employed. By the late 17th
and early 18th centuries, exuberance had taken over, with
extensive and often exquisite decoration of both interiors
and facades. The establishment of a school of architec-
ture, the Royal Academy of San Carlos in Mexico City
in 1785, saw the introduction of neoclassical rationalism,
which replaced the previously freer approach.

By 1560 in Mexico, many friars were esconced in
parishes (DOCTRINAS DE INDIOS), which typically included
several indigenous villages or pueblos; native-built open-
air churches with rectangular sanctuaries, usually with a
single nave but some with three aisles; a residential area
for the friars; and an expansive open area (atrio) with a
large cross and enclosed only by walls, where religious
services were held for the indigenous population. Some
churches were very large, for example, the interior of
one in Huejotzingo measures 203 by 50 feet (62 x 15
m). Church walls three feet (1 m) thick were usually
constructed of adobe or a mixture of stone rubble and
cement. Decoration on the facades was often a mixture
of Christian and pre-Christian symbolism. In Oaxaca
by 1600, there were 500-600 churches in at least 110
parishes that included an average of five villages. The
AvcusTiNIaNS typically built more ornate facilities than
the other orders and followed European models most
closely. Friars rather than trained architects designed
most churches.

The cathedrals erected in every bishopric were
monuments of the secular clergy. The cathedral in
Mexico City was begun in 1563 and not completed until
1813. Lima’s cathedral was begun in 1572, and PueBrA’s
probably by 1575. The facades on later cathedrals such as
that in ZacaTEecas, completed in 1761, were completely
covered with ornamentation. The interiors displayed a
profusion of elaborate decoration.

Church architecture in Peru differed from that in
Mexico because of more frequent and sometimes intense
EARTHQUAKES. Walls were thicker, and buttresses were
stepped; roofing was made of woven canes or reeds cov-
ered by plaster or stucco. As in Mexico, indigenous sculp-
tors inserted preconquest references, although probably
this was more common before 1560.

JorGE Juan v SanTaciLia and ANTonio pE ULLoa
commented both positively and negatively on the reli-
gious buildings in Qurto in the mid-18th century, noting,

for example, that the Convent of San Francisco, “being
wholly of free-stone, must have cost a prodigious sum;
and indeed the justness of the proportions, the disposi-
tion of the parts, the elegant taste and execution of the
work, render it equal to most of the admired buildings
in Europe.” The cathedral of Quito had rich furniture
and was “splendidly adorned with tapestry hangings and
other costly decorations.” Parish churches, in contrast,
lacked paved floors in some cases and displayed “every
other mark of poverty.”

Brazilian architecture lacked preconquest references
because there was no indigenous labor force with an
artistic tradition, as in Mexico and Peru. The carvers and
painters of the main altar in the Jesuit Collegiate Church
in SALVADOR DA Bania were all Jesurrs.

The architecture of royal and municipal buildings
was utilitarian and usually solid but uninspired. The
two most obvious examples are the viceregal palaces in
Mexico City and Lima. The former was replaced after its
destruction in the riots and fire of 1692. The latter suf-
fered significant damage in the earthquake of 1687, and
repairs were not completed until the 18th century.

See also arcurrecTure (Vols. [, 111, IV).

Further reading:

James Early. The Colonial Architecture of Mexico (Dallas, Tex.:
Southern Methodist University Press, 2001).

Valerie Fraser. The Architecture of Conquest: Building in the
Viceroyalty of Peru, 1535-1635 (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1990).

Robert J. Mullen. Architecture and Its Sculpture in Viceregal
Mexico (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997).

Areche y Sornoza, José Antonio de (b. 1728-d.
1798) Spanish visitor general of Peru  Born in Valmaseda,
Vizcaya, Spain, José Antonio de Areche y Sornoza spent
11 years at the University of Alcali de Henares and
received a doctorate in canon law in 1756. A colegial of
Los Verdes, he did some teaching while at Alcala.

Although named oipor of the Audiencia of Manila in
1765, Areche never served in the post (see AUDIENCIA). As
he was passing through New Spain, the viceroy drafted
him to fill a vacancy as criminal Fisc4L on the Audiencia
of Mexico, and in 1767, Cuarces III formally named him
to this post. In 1774, Areche advanced to the position of
fiscal for civil affairs. His position in Mexico enabled him
to impress Visitor General Jost D GALvEz. Weeks after
becoming Minister of the Indies, on March 25, 1776,
Gilvez secured a royal appointment for Areche as visi-
tor general of PEru with instructions to examine, among
other things, the administration of finances and justice,
to improve MINING production, to end corruption and
reform tribute collection, and to investigate the use of the
notoriously abusive REPARTO.

During the late 1770s and early 1780s, Areche
attempted to carry out his assignment. In the process, he



alienated nearly all authorities in Peru. His controversies
with Viceroys Manuel de Guirior, whom he considered
pro-creoLE, and Agustin de Jduregui, whom he consid-
ered inept, led to their replacement. Areche’s anti-creole
attitudes also alienated many local notables in Lima.

Coupled with long-standing abuses of the reparto
de mercancias by corregidores, Areche’s implementation of
fiscal reform—including the creation of new customs
houses in the interior of the viceroyalty and an increase
in the sales tax (4Lc4B4LA4) from 4 to 6 percent—and his
order to register free persons of African descent as tribu-
taries provoked local revolts, most notably in ArREQuIPA
in January 1780 and the more general and threatening
"Torpac AMarv 11 revolt, which began on November 9 that
same year.

Replaced by Jorge de Escobedo as visitor general
in 1781, Areche returned to Spain in 1783 and assumed
his seat on the Councit or THE INDiEs. Following the
death of his patron, Gilvez, the former visitor general
was retired and ordered to leave Madrid following the
Council’s conclusion that charges he had made against
Viceroy Guirior had been false. Areche died in Bilbao in
disgrace.

Further reading:

Mark A. Burkholder. Biographical Dictionary of Councilors of
the Indies, 1717-1808 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood
Press, 1986).
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John Fisher. Bourbon Peru, 1750-1824 (Liverpool, UK.: Liv-
erpool University Press, 2003).

Arequipa A municipality in Peru founded by
Spaniards on August 15, 1540, Arequipa was located
about 80 miles (129 km) from the Pacific Ocean on a fer-
tile plain more than 7,700 feet (2,347 m) above sea level,
at the foot of El Misti. The town was laid out adjacent
to the Chili River, with the central plaza including royal
and city offices, a cathedral, and a market. The first of
numerous convents was founded in 1579, six years after
the arrival of the Jesurrs. The most significant munici-
pality in southern Peru, Arequipa served as the major
stop on the road from the miNiNg districts of CHARCAS to
Lima until the port of Arica replaced it as a way station
about 1600.

By the mid-1550s, residents of Arequipa, including
a number of encomenderos, had taken control of farmland
near the municipality and were producing marketable
livestock and European crops (see ENCOMIENDA). From
the 1560s to the 1580s, commercial AGricULTURE focused
heavily on viticulture. By the end of the 16th century,
production of wiNE in the coastal valleys west of Arequipa
was considerable. Markets included Charcas and Lima.

Through intermarriage, the descendants of enco-
menderos were at the apex of Arequipa’s society in 1600.
Wealth was important in identifying social status, and

g

Arequipa, Peru, was a major producer of wine and brandy for Peru and the mining districts of Charcas. (From the collections of the

Mercantile Library at the University of Missouri-St. Louis)
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in the 17th century, the elite expanded to incorporate
immigrant nobles and officials. Fine urban residences,
significant land ownership, and offices were signs of elite
status.

By the end of the 16th century, Arequipa’s wine
producers had lost northern markets, including Lima,
to producers in Ica, Pisco, and Nazca. Increased Taxa-
TION and a shortage of workers were additional burdens.
An earthquake and accompanying volcanic eruptions on
February 18, 1600, were a further blow, reducing the
wine yield in 1601 to only 5 percent of its previous annual
level. Despite subsequent EARTHQUAKES in 1604 further
damaging the industry, some producers remained. Debt,
lower wine prices with few exceptions until the 1660s,
competition, and taxation weakened the viticulturists.
Landholdings became smaller, as the inheritance system
divided properties not protected by entail (MAYOR4ZGO).
Labor, however, was generally available during the 17th
century. The 18th-century solution to overproduction of
wine was to turn it into brandy, a fortified beverage in
high demand in the mining districts of Upper Peru and
an additional source of tax revenue for the Crown.

Although a few of the 40,000 or so Arequipans demon-
strated autonomist and even pro-independence sentiments
in the 1810s, the city was pro-royalist until independence
became a reality following the BATTLE oF AvacucHo in late
1824. Arequipans then joined other Peruvians in pledging
allegiance to the republic in January 1825.

Further reading:

Kendall W. Brown. Bourbons and Brandy: Imperial Reform in
Eighteenth-Century Arequipa (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1986).

Sarah C. Chambers. From Subjects to Citizens: Honor, Gender,
and Politics in Arequipa, Peru, 1780—1854 (University Park:
Pennsylvania State University Press, 1999).

Keith A. Davies. Landowners in Colonial Peru (Austin: Univer-
sity of Texas Press, 1984).

Argentma See Buenos Aires; Rio DE 1A Prara,
VicerovarLTy of; UNITED PROVINCES OF THE Rfo DE 1A
Prara.

Army of the Three Guarantees Created in
Mexico in 1821, the Army of the Three Guarantees was
the combined forces of Agustin de Iturbide and Vicente
Guerrero. Established by the PLan oF Iguata, issued on
February 24, 1821, the army was to protect an indepen-
dent Mexico marked by Catholicism as its only religion,
a constitutional monarchy as outlined in the plan, and
the equality of Spaniards and all Mexicans (Unién). The
Three Guarantees, thus, were religion, independence,
and union.

Iturbide promised that the army’s officers would
retain their prior ranks and welcomed volunteers. Unlike

patriot armies in South America, the Army of the Three
Guarantees had to fight no major battles, and its ranks
expanded as former royalists and patriots joined. By
the end of July 1821, the army controlled almost every
important site in Mexico; the exceptions were MEexico
Crty, VERACRUZ, AcAPULCO, and Perote. After the incom-
ing captain general and superior political chief (the
reduced, constitutional title of the office previously
known as viceroy) Juan O’Donojui and Iturbide signed
the Treaty of Cérdoba on August 24, 1821, the army
accompanied the triumphant Iturbide into Mexico City
on September 27, 1821.

Victory stimulated expectations in the army. In the
months following the publication of the Plan of Iguala,
some officers had received three or more promotions.
The career officer Iturbide appreciated that support of
the army was critical for his success.

Maintaining the army required financial resources.
By spring 1822, these were unavailable, and the Mexican
congress authorized reductions of 8 to 20 percent in
the salaries of officers, soldiers, and civilian government
employees. Only Iturbide, his father, and O’Donoji’s
widow were exempt from this decree.

After the elevation of Iturbide as Emperor Agustin
I in May 1822, the Army of the Three Guarantees was
known as the Imperial Army.

See also Guerrero, VicenTe (Vol. III); ITURBIDE,
AcusTiN DE (Vol. III).

Further reading:

Timothy E. Anna. The Mexican Empire of Iturbide (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1990).

Colin M. MacLachlan and Jaime E. Rodriguez O. The Forg-
ing of the Cosmic Race: A Reinterpretation of Colonial Mex-
ico (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California
Press, 1980).

art The use of visual images was important to
Europeans in America from the time of the conquest.
Hernando Cortés distributed images of the Virgin Mary
and crosses on his way to Tenochtitldn. Given the impor-
tance of visual images in 16th-century Catholicism, it is
not surprising that the friars who followed the conquista-
dores used them in their efforts to convert the indigenous
population.

The Spanish solved the immediate problem of sup-
ply of images by training NATIVE AMERICANS to paint
them, employing Spanish artists who came to the colo-
nies, and importing prints from Spain. Franciscan and
AvucusTiNIaN friars established schools for the indigenous
that included instruction in painting using European
prints as models and European equipment and tech-
niques. Colonial painting of religious figures and scenes
was established by the 1560s when the first significant
European painter reached New Spaiv in the entourage
of Viceroy Gastén de Peralta. Other immigrant paint-
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An example of sculpture in New Spain, this equestrian statue
of Spanish king Charles IV was cast by Manuel Tolsa in Mexico
City in 1802. (From the collections of the Mercantile Library at the
University of Missouri-St. Louis)

ers arrived subsequently, providing a pool of profes-
sional instructors as well as paintings in varied styles.
The importation of European prints was also important
in introducing particular styles. Some artists in Seville,
for example, Juan de Luzén, painted exclusively for the
American market, often producing at least 99 copies of
a single work to be rolled up for shipping. A shipment
of canvases he made in 1660 reveals the subjects he
thought would sell: famous men (12), virgin saints (18),
angels (24), child martyrs (36), and fruit still-lifes (9). The
emphasis on religious subjects was standard at the time.
Copies of paintings by Francisco de Zurbarin, who also
exported copies of his work to the colonies, Michelangelo
Merisi da Caravaggio, and Peter Paul Rubens were
among the most influential that reached the INpIES, but
colonial artists picked, chose, embellished, omitted, and
otherwise modified European models in painting for
their local audiences.

The presence of painters and sculptors was most vis-
ible in crries with enough wealth to support them. These
included Mexico Crry, Lima, PuesLa, Qurto, Cuzco,
Potost, SALvADOR DA Bania, Rio DE JaNEIRO, and, in the
18th century, ViLa Rica po Ouro PrETo. Patronage by
Catnoric CrurcH authorities was of particular impor-
tance, and painters and other artists benefited from the
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widespread desire to avoid undecorated space (horror
vacui). By 1556, painters in Mexico City had established
a guild; 32 painters in Lima tried unsuccessfully in 1649
to do so, but the effort documents a significant number
of artists in the viceregal capital. Cuzco, known for its
painters, in the 1680s had at least 47, of whom 35 were
Andeans, seven were CREOLES Or MESTIZOs, four were
PENINSULARS, and one was Italian. Until about 1650,
Cuzco’s painters used the techniques of the Renaissance;
subsequently, they adapted baroque style to their work,
although the subjects could be thoroughly local. In the
18th century, workshops in Cuzco produced large num-
bers of paintings by employing artists who specialized in
particular features, for example, faces, hands, and land-
scapes. The statue of Charles IV in Mexico City is a fine
example of locally produced sculpture.

Casta paintings became popular in NeEw SpaiN in
the 18th century; only one set is known for Peru (see
c4st4s). Although the backgrounds changed over time,
these paintings represented family scenes with parents of
different racial lineages and the resulting child.

Decorative arts built upon preconquest and
European skills and techniques and the commercial
exchange with East Asia through Manila. The results
were of such beauty that some found not only local
and regional markets but also purchasers in Europe.
By the early 17th century, Puebla replaced Mexico
City as a major producer of ceramics. Blue and white
ceramics inspired by Chinese imports appeared by 1630
and complemented the architectural tiles produced in
Puebla from the 16th century onward. Biicaros de Indias,
a type of earthenware that preserved scents and was
even ingested in small amounts by women who could
afford them, became extraordinarily popular among
females of Spain’s high nobility in the 17th century.
Decorative screens modeled after Japanese folding
screens became prominent in the same century. The use
of mother-of-pearl in oil paintings (enconchados) was a
unique contribution of artists in New Spain in the late
17th and early 18th centuries. Lacquerwares produced
in limited regions of New Spain and Peru grew out of
indigenous traditions using New World organic materi-
als rather than the resin employed in East Asia. Pasto in
present-day Ecuador was a major center for the produc-
tion of lacquerware. A different set of materials was used
in Patzcuaro and at other Mexican sites.

Items made of silver were another form of art in
colonial Latin America. Preconquest artists made decora-
tive items of both coLp and siLver of such quality that
an early friar in New Spain wrote, “they are better than
the Spanish silversmiths.” Early examples of indigenous
craftsmanship similarly astonished viewers in Europe.
The discovery of vast quantities of silver by the mid-
16th century at Zacatecas and Potosi soon resulted in
its widespread use for both decorative and utilitarian
purposes in churches and well-to-do secular society.
Organized silversmiths were at the top of colonial guilds.
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Drinking cups, monstrances, tableware, salvers, and other
items were among the products made throughout the
colonial period.

See also arT (Vols. I, 111, IV).
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Press, 2004).
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Seventeenth Century.” The Art Bulletin 66, no. 2 (June
1984): 303-310.
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versity Press, 2006).
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Artigas, José Gervasio (b. 1764-d. 1850) creole
leader of independence movement in Banda Oriental Born in
MoNTEVIDEO, José Gervasio Artigas attended a Franciscan
school in Montevideo and learned the skills of a caucwo.
He rode horses, hunted cattle on his family’s rural prop-
erties, and smuggled hides and other cattle products
from the interior of the Banpa OrienTaL for sale in
Montevideo. In 1797, he joined a military unit (Cuerpo
de Blandengues) charged with eliminating outlaws from
the region, quickly winning promotion and becoming
recognized as a prominent creoLE soldier.

Artigas contributed little either when Montevideo
became the base for SaNTiaco LINIERS Y BREMOND’s
attack on the British forces that had taken Buenos Aires
in late June 1806 or during Montevideo’s unsuccessful
defense against General Samuel Auchmuty’s reinforce-
ments in early February 1807. The British proceeded
to occupy the city until September 1807. The long-
standing rivalry between Montevideo and Buenos Aires
intensified after word arrived on August 1, 1808, of the
popular uprising in Spain against the French the preced-
ing May. Under the leadership of Governor Francisco
Javier Erfo of the Banda Oriental, Montevideo created a
short-lived junta on September 21, 1808, and took a pro-
Spanish position against Liniers’s alleged pro-French
sympathies; Liniers responded by sending an expedition
to invade the capital (see JunTas). Newly arrived Viceroy
Bartasar Hiparco pe CisNeros removed Liniers from
office, and the junta in Montevideo dissolved. Elio was
rewarded with a promotion to inspector and second-in-
command of the troops in the Vicerovarty or Rio DE
LA Prata, although Cisneros sent him to Spain in 1810.
When Buenos Aires created a junta on May 26, 1810,

and called for Montevideo to recognize it, the c4BILDO
4BiERTO of the city chose to recognize the government
in Spain.

Between late 1807 and his long-delayed promotion
as captain of the Blandengues in September 1810, Artigas
devoted himself to dealing with outlaws in the interior of
the Banda Oriental. Elio followed his return as governor
with a declaration of war on February 12, 1811, against
the junta of Buenos Aires. On February 15, 1811, Artigas,
now a respected gaucho leader, abandoned his post at
CoLONIA DO SACRAMENTO, went to Buenos Aires, and
promoted independence of the Banda Oriental. Named
a lieutenant colonel by the junta of Buenos Aires and
given 150 men, Artigas went to Entre Rios, adjacent to
the Banda Oriental, and gathered supporters. By May
1811, his forces of about 1,000 men had surrounded
Montevideo. On May 18, they defeated a Spanish army
at the Battle of Las Piedras in a victory that, nonetheless,
left Elio with his naval forces in Montevideo, a base from
which he negotiated an alliance with the Portuguese
army in nearby Rio Grande.

The Portugueseinvasion threatened both Montevideo
and Buenos Aires; a treaty signed on October 20, 1811,
brought a Portuguese withdrawal and a return of the
Banda Oriental and part of Entre Rios to Elio. When
Artigas led a withdrawal of his forces, an estimated 80
percent of the population of the rural districts of the
Banda Oriental gathered their possessions, scorched
the earth behind them, and followed his 4,000 men to
Entre Rios. The arrival in Artigas’s camp in June 1812 of
Manuel de Sarratea of the First Triumvirate in Buenos
Aires forced the incorporation of the patriot leader’s
forces into the Army of the North. Artigas almost imme-
diately clashed with Sarratea, and over the succeeding
months the centralist ambitions of Buenos Aires became
unmistakable. Ordered to lead his men in support of the
siege of Montevideo in December 1812, Artigas broke
with Sarratea.

The government in Buenos Aires convoked a General
Constituent Assembly of the UNITED PROVINCES OF THE
Rio pE LA Prara for January 30, 1813. The assembly
sought to impose centralist authority, but Artigas con-
voked his own congress for the Banda Oriental that met
near Montevideo on April 5, 1813, to provide instruc-
tions for deputies to the assembly. The congress, with
Artigas as president, established the Provincia Oriental
made up of the people of the Banda Oriental. The con-
gress also claimed the seven Missions, as well as four
more east of the Uruguay River, opened the ports of
Maldonado and Col6nia to free trade (Montevideo was
still under Spanish control), and set forth a federalist
system of government. In short, the congress called for
independence from Buenos Aires and sought a complete
break with Spain.

Not surprisingly, the General Constituent Assembly
refused to seat the deputies from the Banda Oriental. On
January 20, 1814, Artigas and more than 1,000 troops



abandoned the siege of Montevideo to the forces from
Buenos Aires. In response, the Supreme Directorate
that assumed authority in Buenos Aires on January
22, 1814, declared Artigas an outlaw. The surrender of
Montevideo to the forces of Buenos Aires on June 23,
1814, ended Spanish rule in the Banda Oriental. It meant,
however, that the Banda Oriental was divided between
Montevideo under the rule of Buenos Aires and the
rural areas. The rapaciousness of the new overlords soon
led to renewed support for Artigas and fighting in the
Littoral Provinces between his federalists and supporters
of Buenos Aires. The latter gained the upper hand and
in December launched a campaign to drive the federal-
ists out of the Banda Oriental. A federalist victory at
Guayabos in January 1815, however, drove the Argentine
forces into Entre Rios. On February 25, the portesio forces
in Montevideo set sail for Buenos Aires. The Banda
Oriental was independent, and the period known as the
Patria Vieja began.

The economy of the Banda Oriental was moribund
as a consequence of the civil war and portesio occupation.
Royalists in general and PENINSULARs in particular were
subjected to discrimination and confiscation of property
then granted to patriots. Despite his proposals to restore
prosperity to cattle raising and AGRICULTURE, Artigas,
then at the height of his success, found the task impos-
sibly difficult, even before the Portuguese invasion of
August 1816.

Artigas’s strong federalist stand gained support out-
side the Banda Oriental from other regions determined
to avoid porteiio domination. Buenos Aires, however,
agreed to the Portuguese invasion of the Banda Oriental.
In January 1817, the Portuguese entered Montevideo. In
January 1819, Artigas’s forces were defeated and crossed
the Uruguay River into Entre Rios. Defeat at the hands
of erstwhile ally Entre Rios in July 1820 definitively
ended Artigas’s years as an important federalist leader.
He went into exile in Paraguay, where he died many
years later.

Artigas was a strong leader whose federalism served
as a counterpoint to the centralism of politicians in
Buenos Aires desirous of controlling the old Viceroyalty
of Rio de la Plata. He gave the Banda Oriental a taste of
independence but was unable to withstand the enmity of
Buenos Aires on the one hand and the Portuguese army
on the other.

Further reading:
John Lynch. The Spanish American Revolutions, 1808—1826,
2d ed. (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1986).

asiento The term asiento refers to a long-term,
monopolistic contract between the Spanish Crown and
an individual or company for the sale of licenses to
export African slaves to Spanish America (see SLAVERY).
The recipient of the contract (asentista) paid the Crown
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an agreed sum and then sold licenses for amounts that
together exceeded the payment the Crown received.
Thus the asentista worked with both the Crown and slave
merchants.

The Crown tried and then gave up the use of an
asiento in the early 16th century. The union of the crowns
of Castile and Portugal (1580-1640) provided another
opportunity, for the Portuguese were the primary export-
ers of slaves from Africa. Licenses directed slave mer-
chants to overseas regions that needed labor. The use
of an asiento also provided predictability of income
to a crown invariably facing serious fiscal problems.
Nonetheless, the system had problems. The four asienzos
issued between 1595 and 1622 failed to provide either the
contractors or the Crown the benefits anticipated; the
next two were better but proved incapable of restraining
slave merchants from exporting contraband slaves and
TRADE goods. A 1663 asiento with the English joint stock
company, the Royal Adventurers, failed miserably as the
company could not provide the promised annual quota
of 3,500 slaves. In 1701, the Spanish Crown agreed to
a 10-year asiento with the French Guinea Company for
4,800 piezas de Indias (the standard slave unit). Although
the agreement angered the English, it was never fully
implemented.

The asiento included in the Treaty oF UTRrecHT
authorized the British to enjoy monopoly rights to export
4,800 piezas de Indias to Spain’s overseas territories for
30 years upon payment of a specified tax to the Spanish
Crown. The British also received permission to send
an annual ship laden with merchandise to each of three
colonial ports in order to ensure against financial losses
resulting from the slave trade. On September 7, 1713, the
British queen awarded the right to conduct the trade to
the South Sea Company.

This asiento and the accompanying annual ships
resulted in extensive contraband trade and Spanish
recriminations. Three separate wars between 1718 and
1748 reduced the number of slaves legally exported. After
1719, Kingston, Jamaica, became the principal entrepot
for slaves subsequently sent to the Spanish colonies.
The South Sea Company ultimately created factories, or
trading posts, at CARTAGENA, BuENOs AIRES, VERACRUZ,
Havana, Santiago de Cuba, Caracas, PorToBELo, and
Panama; all of these except Buenos Aires received slaves
who had previously been sent to Kingston. Because of
its location, Buenos Aires received slaves up to 1,200
piezas de Indias directly from Africa; many of the slaves it
received were then sent to CHARcAs, and some were sent
to CaiLe. Abuses of the British asiento were such that
they became a major source of antipathy between Great
Britain and Spain. In 1750, the two governments agreed
to end the asiento.

Following the demise of the asiento with the South
Sea Company, the Spanish Crown kept slave trade con-
tracts separate from international diplomacy. Instead,
it made limited monopolies available to Spanish joint
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stock companies, for example, the Rear Comparia
Gurrtzcoana DE Caracas, to supply a specified region,
in this case VENEzUELA. Finally, as part of COMERCIO LIBRE,
in 1789, the Crown authorized Spaniards to purchase
slaves for resale from any ally or neutral nation.

See also asiento (Vol. 1.

Further reading:

Frederick P. Bowser. The African Slave in Colonial Peru, 1524—
1650 (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1974).

Colin A. Palmer. Human Cargoes: The British Slave Trade to
Spanish America, 1700-1739 (Urbana: University of Illi-
nois Press, 1981).

Leslie B. Rout Jr. The African Experience in Spanish America
1502 to the Present Day (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1976).

Asuncion Founded on August 15, 1537, by Juan de
Salazar y Espinosa, the “Mother of Cities” was the base
for the resettlement of Buenos Aires in 1580 and other
municipalities including Corrientes, Santa Fe, and Santa
Cruz de la Sierra. Located on the Paraguay River some
950 miles (1,530 km) from Buenos AIres, it served as the
capital of Paracuay, covered a region of about 60,000
square miles (155,400 km?), and was home to the pro-
vincial governor, a MUNICIPAL cOUNCIL, and a bishop. Its
population numbered a little more than 3,500 by 1565,
about 6,500 in 1761, and more than 7,000 when indepen-
dence was declared on May 14, 1811.

Within two years of Asuncién’s founding, Guarant
leaders planned an uprising against the Spaniards as
a result of mistreatment. The plot was foiled after a
Guarani woman informed a Spaniard, and Governor
Domingo Martinez de Irala hung 10 caciQues. Acting on
royal orders, the governor subsequently assigned Indians
in ENCOMIENDAs to Spanish settlers. In 1556, some 20,000
indigenous people, most in villages near Asuncién, were
held by 320 encomenderos. After the Franciscans resettled
the NATIVE AMERICANS in reductions, most of the Indians
in encomiendas lived in the new villages (see REDUCCION).

The Jesurts established their first secondary school
(coLEGI0) in their province of Paraquariae—which included
Paraguay, Buenos Aires, Tucumdn, Santa Cruz de la Sierra,
and part of Peru—in Asuncién. They also established 30
missions along the Parand and Uruguay Rivers, a source
of conflict and rivalry with the notables of Asuncién
who came to the fore during the Comunero RevorT oF
Paraguay in the early 18th century. It took the expulsion
of the Society of Jesus in 1767 to end the conflict.

With the creation of the intendancy of Paraguay in
1783, the INTENDANT resided in Asuncién and promoted
an improvement program. The cathedral was restored,
a public elementary school for Spanish and indigenous
youth and a new hospital were constructed, streets were
repaved and lit with lamps, and flood protection was
erected.

When the crisis of empire began after the abdications
of FErRDINAND VII and CrarLEs IV, Intendant Bernardo
de Velasco convoked on July 24, 1810, a c4BILDO ABIERTO
of some 200 notables, who agreed to recognize the
Councit ofF Regency in Spain. This provoked a military
response by the junta of Buenos Aires, but, after two
defeats, the invading army left Paraguay in 1811. On
May 14, 1811, the creoLE elite named two associates as
cogovernors and three days later declared that Paraguay
would not join with Buenos Aires or any foreign country.
"This de facto independence was confirmed with the cre-
ation of an independent republic on October 12, 1813,
and ultimately led to the long dictatorship of José Gaspar
Rodriguez de Francia.

Further reading:

Barbara Ganson. The Guarani under Spanish Rule in the Rio
de la Plata (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press,
2003).

James Schofield Saeger. The Chaco Mission Frontier: The
Guaycuruan Experience (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 2000).

Atahualpa, Juan Santos (b. ca. 1710-d. ca.
1756) indigenous guerrilla leader in Peru In 1742, Juan
Santos Atahualpa began an insurrection from the jungle
region (montaiia) on the eastern side of PErU’s central
highlands that initiated what has been called the Age
of Andean Insurrection (1742-82). Declaring himself a
descendant of the executed Inca ruler Atahualpa, Juan
Santos Atahualpa led guerrilla forces made up of both
jungle peoples and migrants from the highlands in
attacks that forced Spanish colonizers out of the area.

In his messianic mission, Atahualpa proclaimed him-
self Sapa Inca, or ruler of the Inca people; announced he
was beginning a new era that would free the indigenous
from Spanish rule and oppression; and set about trying
to regain his ancestors’ kingdom. Starting from the 7zon-
taiia, he proposed to gain control of the highlands and
then proceed to Lima for coronation. He enjoyed success
in the montaiia, driving out FrRanciscans and overcoming
their missions and restored the area to indigenous con-
trol. Using highlanders who had fled Spanish rule as con-
tacts, he appealed to other Indians living in the highlands.
Although the rebels made forays into the highlands,
ultimately, they were restricted to the montaia.

The rebellion alarmed authorities in Lima, but four
military expeditions in 1742, 1743, 1746, and 1750 did
not succeed in quashing it. Finally, the Spanish authori-
ties decided to establish forts and a mobile sentry system
along the border between the highlands and the jungle to
keep rebel forces from penetrating the highlands.

Spanish authorities had reason to worry about the
rebellion’s appeal in the highlands. Some highlanders had
already joined the rebel forces, and others were interested
in the messianic movement. For example, conspirators in



Huarochiri who wanted to restore Inca rule sought con-
tact with the rebel leader. With the threat of a violent
uprising in the highlands, colonial authorities worked to
maintain tranquillity. The failure of the rebels to create a
permanent base in the highlands after taking Andamarca
in 1752 brought an end to military conflict. Several years
later Juan Santos Atahualpa vanished.

The rebellion led by Atahualpa demonstrated the
strength and weakness of anti-Spanish sympathies and
the continued attractiveness of the idea of Inca rule
among the indigenous peoples. That the movement
restored control of the jungle region east of the central
highlands to NaTive Americans and that this lasted into
the mid-1750s confirm its strength. That it could not
advance successfully into the highlands reveals its weak-
ness in the face of Spanish determination to maintain the
domination established in the 16th century.

See also Atanuarra (Vol. I).

Further reading:

Steve J. Stern, ed. Resistance, Rebellion, and Consciousness in the
Andean Peasant World, 18th to 20th Centuries (Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1987).

audiencia Audiencias were both regional tribunals and
the name given to the areas of their jurisdictions. During
their reign, Ferdinand and Isabella strengthened royal
authority in Castile partly by improving the administra-
tion of justice and utilizing Roman law. They employed
regional courts known as chancellories in Valladolid and
Granada and audiencias in Seville and La Corufia. Staffed
with university-trained lawyers who served as judges and
crown attorneys, these primarily appellate tribunals had
overwhelmingly judicial responsibilities. As the tribunals
were demonstrating their utility in Spain, the conquest and
colonization of the New World was under way. In order
to establish authority in the emerging colonies, the Crown
turned again to audiencias, but distance and long delays in
communication forced it to give the colonial tribunals sig-
nificantly more authority than their Iberian counterparts.

Between 1511 and 1606, the Crown established the
following colonial audiencias: Santo Domineo, 1511,
moved to Puerto Principe in 1799; Mexico, 1527; Panama,
1538, reestablished in 1564; GuaTemara, 1543; Lima,
1543; GuapaLajara, 1548; Santa Fe de Bocot4, 1548;
CHarcas, or La Prata, 1559; Qurro, 1563; CHiLE, 1563,
reestablished in SanTIAGo DE CHILE in 1606; and Manila,
1583. Audiencias were usually referred to by the name of
the capital city where the tribunal resided.

These tribunals had 76 authorized positions of 0IDOR
ALCALDE DEL CRIMEN, and FiscAL in the late 17th century.
In 1776, the Crown added the position of regent to each
court and a second fiscal to those tribunals lacking one.
Between the creation of the first audiencia in 1511 and
1821, more than 1,400 men were named judges and
crown attorneys on the courts.
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A court established in Buenos Arres in 1661 was
abolished in 1672. In the 18th century, the Crown
eliminated the Audiencia of Panama in 1751 and created
new courts in Buenos Aires (1783), Caracas (1786), and
Cuzco (1787).

As the highest-ranking civil institution under the
district’s chief executive (viceroy, president, or captain
general), audiencias held power in judicial, executive, and
legislative matters. They enjoyed first-instance jurisdiction
for cases involving the royal treasury (Rear Hacienpa)
and certain cases in their cities of residence. In addition,
they were courts of appeal with final authority over crimi-
nal and most civil cases within their jurisdictions.

The tribunals also had legislative and executive
responsibilities. They advised the chief executive on
important questions, assumed his duties during his
absence, and enforced laws. Ministers often were assigned
to inspect conditions within their districts, and frequently
a judge sat with corporate bodies, for example, the
Consulado of Lima (see CONSULADO).

With rare exceptions, audiencia ministers held bac-
calaureate or higher degrees in civil law, canon law, or
both. They served for life or at the pleasure of the king
and thus often had longer tenure in a capital city than
the chief executive, who, consequently, could ignore
them only at his peril. With their far-reaching author-
ity, the audiencias thus served, always in theory and often
in fact, as an important check on other institutions of
government. They also often served as a mouthpiece for
important factions of local elites.

Although initially ministers named to audiencias in
the INDIES were of PENINSULAR birth, cREoLES (American-
born Spaniards) obtained a substantial number of appoint-
ments from the early 17th century. When the Crown
began to sell appointments systematically in 1687, cre-
oles rushed to purchase them, especially if available to
the court in the district of their birth. When sales ended
in 1750, native sons held more than 20 percent of the
posts, and long-serving ministers (radicados) accounted
for nearly 60 percent. For decades the Crown sought
to reduce this direct and indirect local influence in the
audiencias. With the expansion of the tribunals in 1776
and the accompanying appointment of almost exclusively
peninsular ministers, local influence reached its nadir in
1777 and never again rivaled that which followed the sale
of appointments.

In the latter part of the 18th century, promotion of
ministers with extensive experience on American audien-
cias to the CounciL oF THE INDIEs became routine. The
creation of the office of regent for each tribunal in 1776
resulted in their incumbents regularly gaining advance-
ment to the Council from 1783.

As symbols of royal authority, audiencias were targets
for autoNomisTs in the crisis of authority that arose
in 1808. By the end of 1810, audiencia ministers had
been expelled from tribunals in Buenos Aires, Caracas,
Santiago, and Bogota. The wars of independence brought
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an end to the audiencias of the American mainlands. In
the new states, supreme courts were restricted to judicial
matters as one branch of divided government.

See also 4upiencia (Vol. T).

Further reading:

Mark A. Burkholder and D. S. Chandler. From Impotence to
Authority: The Spanish Crown and the American Audiencias,
1687-1808 (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1977).

Tamar Herzog. Upholding Fustice: Society, State, and the Penal
System in Quito (1650—-1750) (Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Press, 2004).

Augustinians The third mendicant order to reach
NEw SpalN, seven Augustinians arrived in Mexico Crry
on June 7, 1533, behind the Franciscans and the
Dowminicans. By 1559, there were 212 Augustinians
in New Spain, distributed principally among convents
located south of Mexico City, in the present state of
Hidalgo and the northern parts of present-day Puebla
and Veracruz, and westward in Michoacin.

The Augustinians allowed Amerindians to receive
mass prior to baptism, which they administered to
adults only four times a year. Unlike the Franciscans and
Dominicans, they had considerable confidence in the
indigenous peoples’ ability to comprehend Christianity.

The Augustinians proved particularly adept at found-
ing “villages of evangelization” organized in the Spanish
manner around a central plaza that served as a market area
and site for a fountain as well as frontage for a church,
schools, and a municipal building. These congregations
of individuals from various Indian villages enabled more
efficient instruction and provision of the sacraments (see
CONGREGACION). Friars lived in the new villages and typically
planted gardens and orchards that included plants and
trees of Spanish origin; they also raised domestic animals.

Large and well-appointed churches and con-
vents, complete with organs, were characteristic of
the Augustinians, although not all of their buildings
achieved this high standard (see ARCHITECTURE; ART.
Native Americans provided the labor for churches and
convents, large and small. Talented indigenous musi-
cians were even sent to Mexico City for training at the
expense of the order. Nonetheless, the Augustinians,
like the Franciscans and the Dominicans, did not train
Amerindians for the clergy.

Further reading:

Robert Ricard. The Spiritual Conquest of Mexico, translated
by Lesley Byrd Simpson (Eugene, Ore.: Wipf & Stock
Publishers, 2004).

auto de fe (auto-da-fé) The auto de fe (act of faith),
rendered auto-da-fé in Portuguese, was either a private or
public event that resulted from a guilty verdict by a bishop
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in the role of inquisitor or the Tribunal of the INquisiTION
after its introduction in Lima in 1570, Mexico Crty in
1571, and CartaGena DE Inpias in 1610. The auto de fe
made public who—other than Native Americans who
were exempt from the tribunal’s jurisdiction—threatened
the morality and religious beliefs of the righteous. It was
the occasion at which the Inquisition decreed penance,
that is, punishment, for the guilty, and publicly demon-
strated its hatred of heresy in its many forms.

Public autos de fe were enormously popular spec-
tacles. Between 1574 and 1596, seven important ones
were held in Mexico City. The first was on February
28, 1574. At this event, 74 convicts wearing the yellow
garb (san benito) that identified them heard their punish-
ments. Included in their number were a number of the
English corsairs captured with Joun Hawkins in 1568.
Their crime was heresy, specifically Protestant beliefs. As
Protestants, French Huguenots captured during a pirati-
cal raid received similar treatment by the inquisitors.

As in Mexico City, public autos de fe in Lima were
held in the central plaza. Invitations were sent in advance
to the viceroy and to the 4UDIENCIA, city council, univer-
sity, and other corporate bodies. Public criers made the
general populace aware of the event. A mass opened the
ceremony at 6:00 a.m. at the offices of the Inquisition.
Joined by the corporate bodies, the inquisitors went
to the pLAz4 MAYOR as part of a great procession, which
included the convicts. Following a sermon, penance
was announced for each convict, male and female. The
convicts then had the opportunity to abjure their trans-
gressions before penance was administered. For nonre-
pentant heretics, the punishment was death by burning,
a sentence administered by a civil official. This sentence,
however, was highly unusual; not infrequently, the effigy
of a deceased convict was burned.

The public autos de fe reminded viewers of the values
the Cartnoric CuurcH sought to inculcate while also
warning them of the consequences of ignoring them. The
largest autos de fe were in the late 16th and the 17th cen-
turies. Thereafter, they were infrequent and smaller. The
CortEs oF CApiz abolished the Inquisition by decree on
February 22, 1813. Although Ferpmvanp VII reestab-
lished the tribunals soon after his return to the throne in
1814, the age of large, public autos de fe was over.

Although representatives of the Inquisition were
occasionally sent from Portugal to Brazil, no Tribunal
of the Inquisition was established in the colony. Arrested
persons were sent to Lisbon for trial. Thus Brazil was
spared the spectacle of autos de fe.

Further reading:
Lesley Byrd Simpson. Many Mexicos, 4th rev. ed. (Berkeley
and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1974).

autonomists In the late 18th and early 19th centu-
ries, the call from particularly creoLEs in Spain’s colonies
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for equality with PENINSULARs in terms of income,
office, social status, and influence became more strident.
The number of these autonomists increased as Spain’s
European wars and alliances drained colonial financial
resources while returning no discernible benefits. Sdill
loyal to the Spanish Crown, the autonomists wanted
greater local participation in determining the economic
and social policies that affected their native regions, for
example, CHILE, VENEZUELA, and NEw SpaIN.

The extension of the consolidation of royal bills
(CONSOLIDACION DE VALES REALES) to the colonies in 1804
explicitly and expensively made the autonomists’ point.
The Crown’s demand for cash threatened serious eco-
nomic damage to property owners with outstanding
loans from ecclesiastical bodies. Thus, it clearly and
adversely affected residents in the colonies, regardless of
place of birth, and underscored the second-class status of
the colonies.

Again, the Crown’s vacillation between allowing and
prohibiting neutral trade starting in 1797 emphasized its
willingness to favor merchants in Spain at the expense
of producers and merchants in the colonies, such as, for
example, INDIGO producers in GUATEMALA.

The constitutional crisis following the abdications of
Ferpinanp VII and Cuaries IV in 1808 turned autono-
mists into identifiable political groups. The response to
the crisis in Spain was the rapid appearance of junTas
claiming to represent a region, for example, Seville,
Murcia, and Oviedo, in the absence of the legitimate
monarch. In a number of colonies, Spaniards, mostly of
American birth, quickly sought to emulate their pen-
insular cousins. Thus, in Mexico, an autonomist group
based primarily on the capital’s city council argued that
the absence of the monarch meant that sovereignty
returned to the people, that is, themselves as the people’s
representatives. The argument was similarly employed in
Caracas, Buenos Aires, SaNTiAco DE CHILE, QurTo, La
Paz, and elsewhere.

The call by the Junta CENTRAL in Spain for elected
representatives from the colonies encouraged autono-
mists to believe that real change was possible within the
empire. The CounciL or REGENcY’s proclamation calling
for the election of deputies to the Cortes from the colo-
nies as part of a “Spanish nation” suggested that the day
of a new equality was at hand and resonated favorably
with autonomists.

Although the formula employed to determine the
number of deputies from the overseas territories revealed
the distance from true equality, the very presence of
American deputies documented progress. Similarly, how
the term citizen was defined in the Spanish ConNsTrTUTION
or 1812 testified to peninsular unwillingness to grant
equality based on total population, an unwillingness
grounded in the smaller population in Spain. This
carefully worded discrimination against persons who
originated in Africa, however, did have support from some
overseas deputies.

The implementation of constitutional provisions for
the establishment of constitutional MUNICIPAL COUNCILS
and PrOVINCIAL DEPUTATIONS furthered the cause of auton-
omists. Their ephemeral existence frustrated this tangible
move toward greater local and regional autonomy.

More than anything else, Ferdinand VII’s nullifica-
tion of all acts taken by the governments of resistance in
Spain, including the Constitution of 1812, and his resort
to military force, most notably in the expeditionary force
led by PaBLo MoriLro to Venezuela and NEw GRANADA,
turned autonomists into supporters of political indepen-
dence. Although the restoration of the Constitution of
1812 in 1820 resulted in the election of American deputies
to the Cortes, it was quickly apparent that the limitations
placed on the overseas territories and an unwillingness to
consider seriously the possibility of separate monarchies
within the Spanish nation meant they were wasting their
time. Persons interested in greater autonomy decided
political independence was the only remaining course of
action for achieving home rule.

Further reading:
Jaime E. Rodriguez O. The Independence of Spanish America
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Avis dynasty The House of Avis ruled Portugal from
1385 to 1580, when Puivie II of Spain became Philip I
of Portugal. Under the Avis dynasty, Portugal emerged
as a leader in exploration. Its expeditions followed the
Atlantic coast of Africa, encountered and colonized the
Madeira Islands, Azores, and Cape Verde Islands, estab-
lished factories and a trade in slaves, rounded the Cape of
Good Hope, and reached and established bases in India
and Southeast Asia, as well as a major colony in Brazir.

The marriage of the aged Portuguese monarch
John II (r. 1481-95) to Juana of Castile, the daughter of
Castilian monarch Henry IV, according to her support-
ers, but of a royal favorite to her opponents, briefly pro-
vided an opportunity to unite Portugal and Castile. Yet,
the success of Ferdinand and Isabella and John II’s death
left the two monarchies independent.

Although Portugal had established a base at Ceuta in
1415 and subsequently at other coastal sites in Morocco,
its hold was tenuous. By 1550, it retained only Ceuta,
Tangier, and the fortress of Mazagio. The final Avis mon-
arch, Sebastian I, was declared of age in 1568. Obsessed
with war and reLiGiON, he combined them in a fatal
crusade in Morocco launched in 1578. His death opened
the way for Philip II of Spain to assume the Crown of
Portugal in 1580 through a claim based on his mother
Isabella, eldest daughter of Manuel I.

See also monarcHs oF PorTucar (Vol. I).

Further reading:
John Lynch. Spain 1516-1598: From Nation State to World
Empire (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1991).



Ayacucho, Battle of (December 9, 1824) 1In June
and July 1821, Viceroy José de la Serna moved the
royalist army and all of the siLver he could obtain from
Lima into the interior of Peru. This allowed Jost DE
San MarTiN to lead his army into the city, to finance
and supply his army, and to intimidate Lima’s inhabit-
ants into a declaration of independence, signed in July
1821. The viceroy used Huancayo as his headquarters
at first but moved to Cuzco in December. General José
Canterac, whom La Serna had sent from Lima in June
1821, moved near to the city in September but then
withdrew. For his part, San Martin met with Stmén
Borivar and then left Peru in September 1822. On
June 18, 1823, Canterac moved his army into Lima but
remained only until July 16.

Royalist forces returned to the capital in February
1824 and remained until December. However, it was
battles in the Andes rather than possession of the capi-
tal that determined independence. On August 6, 1824,
Canterac’s army was defeated at the BATTLE oF Junin; he
was able to lead his forces to Cuzco, however, where he
joined de la Serna and his army.

The defeat of the combined royalist forces of some
9,300 men near Ayacucho on December 9, 1824, by a
republican army of about 5,800 men led by Bolivar’s
celebrated lieutenant Antonio José de Sucre ensured that
Peru and the rest of Spanish South America would be
independent. Sucre’s forces captured Viceroy de Serna,
and royalist general Canterac surrendered uncondition-
ally. While some staunch royalists remained in Upper
Peru and the besieged royalists in the fortress at Carrao
did not surrender until January 23, 1826, the defeat at
Ayacucho was irreversible. Spain’s mainland empire had
effectively come an end.

Sucre’s victory at Ayacucho and subsequent victories
in Upper Peru resulted in his election as president of
Bolivia, named in honor of Bolivar. Sucre’s chief of staff
at Ayacucho, General Agustin Gamarra, later became
president of Peru, as did his general of the second divi-
sion, José de la Mar.

See also Sucre, ANTonio JosE pDE (Vol. I1I).

Further reading:

Timothy E. Anna. The Fall of the Royal Government in Peru
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979).

John Lynch. Simdn Bolivar: A Life New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press, 2006).
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Aycinena y de Yrigoyen, Juan Fermin de (b.
1729-d. 1796) Spanish merchant in Guatemala Born in
Ciga, Baztin, Navarre, as a young man Juan Fermin de
Aycinena y de Yrigoyen left Navarre for Mexico Crry,
where he remained briefly before “running mules in
Oaxaca” for some four years and emerging with the tidy
sum of nearly 20,000 pesos. By 1754, he was in Santiago
de Guatemala, where he remained until his death. In
the next 20 years, he emerged as Central America’s
most important wholesale merchant and banker and an
important officeholder. In 1783, he entered the Order
of Santiago and acquired the title marquis of Aycinena,
becoming the only titled noble in the Kingdom of
Guatemara. He served as the initial presiding officer of
the Consulado (merchant guild) of Guatemala following
its creation in 1794 (see CONSULADO). Just prior to his
death, he created an entailed estate (MAYorRAZGO), a legal
device for preserving the family’s fortune.

Aycinena’s marriage in 1755 to Ana Marfa Carrillo
y Gilvez brought him an enormous dowry of more than
178,000 pesos, as well as ties to a powerful ramiLy net-
work long involved in offices and trade. The marriage
underscored the importance of ambitious and success-
ful pENINSULARS joining and rejuvenating established
elite families. After Ana Marfa’s death in 1768, Aycinena
married Maria Micaela Ndjera Mencos in 1771 and, fol-
lowing his second wife’s death, Micaela Pifiol Muiioz
in about 1785. These marriages and then those of his
children placed his own extended family at the center
of Guatemala’s elite. Son José Alejandro went to Spain
in 1813 after being appointed to the Council of State
erected by the ConsTrTuTION OF 1812. Subsequently, he
was named to the CounciL oF THE INDIES.

Successful in all he touched, Aycinena amassed
through TrADE and office a fortune of well over 1 mil-
lion pesos, a sum placing him above contemporaries in
Central America and on a par with many of the wealthiest
families of New SpaiN. He was undoubtedly one of the
most powerful men in colonial Central America.

Further reading:

Richmond F. Brown. 7uan Fermin de Aycinena: Central Ameri-
can Colonial Entreprencur; 1729-1796 (Norman: Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Press, 1997).

ayuntamiento See MUNICIPAL COUNCIL.



Bahia Originally a donatary province of Brazir, Bahia
became a royal province with the arrival of Governor
Tomé de Sousa in 1549. The lands surrounding the
city of SALVADOR DA Bania and its bay were known as
the Reconcavo and became the location of innumerable
SUGAR PLANTATIONS that used water from the bay and the
rivers that entered it.

The export market for sugar drove economic growth
in the captaincy general of Bahia (see CAPTAINCIES GEN-
ERAL). By the 1580s, the province of Bahia had about 40
ENGENHOS and was second to PErNAMBUCO in sugar pro-
duction. Production grew rapidly until the 1620s, when
sugar prices declined briefly. Between 1630 and 1680,
the sugar trade was sufficiently profitable that planters
were able to continue to replace slaves, a major expense
(see sLAVERY). In contrast, much of the century from
the 1680s to the 1780s was marked by difficult times,
although sugar, mostly grown on plantations, remained
Bahia’s dominant export.

"Toacco became the second-ranking export crop.
Bahia supplied about 90 percent of Portugal’s tobacco
in the 17th and 18th centuries and increased this share
between 1796 and 1811. The lowest quality tobacco
was used in the African slave trade. The local market for
foodstuffs also became substantial; cassava (manioc) flour
was the central staple in the region’s diet. At the end of
the 18th century, Bahia exported more sugar than any
other captaincy and dominated tobacco sales to Europe
as well.

The importation of African slaves profoundly affected
the composition of the population of Bahia. By the 1570s,
planters were shifting from indigenous to black labor, a
shift completed by the 1620s. Between 1570 and 1630,
some 4,000 African slaves were imported annually. This
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increased to 7,000-8,000 annually until about 1680, at
which time about 150,000 slaves were in the captaincy.
The cumulative effect of slaves replacing the indigenous
population on the sugar plantations was apparent at the
end of the colonial period. Of nearly 360,000 persons,
whites made up just under 20 percent and Amerindians
less than 2 percent, while the remainder consisted of free
muratos and blacks (about 32 percent), and black slaves
(47 percent).
See also ponaTARY capTaINciES (Vol. ).

Further reading:

B. J. Barickman. A Bahian Counterpoint: Sugar, Tobacco, Cas-
sava, and Slavery in the Reconcavo, 1780-1860 (Stanford,
Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1998).

Bajio The Bajio is the plain of the Lerma River at an
altitude between 5,500 and 5,900 feet (1,676-1,798 m)
above sea level and located between Ledn and Querétaro
in the modern state of GuanajuaTo, Mexico. The region
was outside the Aztec Empire and inhabited by unpacified
CHicHIMECAS prior to the arrival of the Spaniards. In popu-
lar colonial usage, the Bajio included the mountains to the
north, home to the great miNiNg district of Guanajuato.
Most early Spanish settlement in the Bajio consisted
of fortified towns established from the mid-1550s to the
mid-1580s along the royal road that ran from Mexico
City to Zacatecas and beyond. Towns that would
become most important included Querétaro, Ledn,
Celaya, San Miguel el Grande, and San Luis de La Paz.
The mining camp of Guanajuato, founded in the 1550s,
would ultimately surpass the region’s other municipali-
ties; the Crown elevated it to the rank of city in 1679.



Normally receiving adequate rainfall for crops, the
Bajio became an important agricultural region (see AGRrI-
cULTURE). Its originally forested mountains were a critical
source of timber and charcoal for the mines. The region
also became a prominent location for 0Br47ES producing
woolen textiles.

By the 18th century, the Bajio had emerged as a
region distinct from the relatively unpopulated areas to
the north and without the majority indigenous popula-
tion of the viceroyalty as a whole. The population had a
mestizo majority and was predominantly located in the
region’s towns and cities (see MESTIZAJE/MESTIZO).

A diversified ecoNomy provided economic strength
and employment opportunities. Guanajuato was New
SpaAIN’s most important siLver producer. Woolen textiles
were made in the obrjes of Querétaro and San Miguel
el Grande, while residents of Celaya and Salamanca
wove cotton cloth. Leén specialized in leather goods.
Agriculture in the Bajio found markets in the towns of
the Bajio as well as in (GUADALAJARA.

Employment attracted workers from elsewhere in
New Spain and added to a robust rate of reproduction, the
population of the intendancy of Guanajuato between 1742
and 1792 grew at a rate of over four times greater than
the viceroyalty as a whole, despite periodic famines and
epipEMICS. The availability of a larger workforce enabled
property owners in the late 18th century to place more
pressure on workers and families that rented land. One
consequence was receptiveness to calls to rebellion, start-
ing with MicueL Hiparco v CosTiLLa’s revolt in 1810.

Further reading:

D. A. Brading. Miners and Merchants in Bourbon Mexico, 1763
1810 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1971).
Hugh M. Hamill Jr. The Hidalgo Revolt: Prelude to Mexican

Independence (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1981).
Brian R. Hamnett. Roots of Insurgency: Mexican Regions, 1750—
1824 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986).
John Tutino. From Insurrection to Revolution in Mexico: Social

Bases of Agrarian Violence, 1750-1940 (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1988).

Banda Oriental Situated along the eastern shore of
the Rio DE LA PraTa, the Banda Oriental was the colonial
ancestor of the region that became Uruguay. The terrain
offered outstanding pasture, and caTtiLE left by early
Spanish explorers flourished. In 1680, the Portuguese
established CoLoN1A DO SacrameNTO in a deliberate
move to facilitate contraband trade, especially with the
stLVER-producing region of Crarcas. Growing concern
over Portuguese expansion and a 1723 landing on the
eastern shore provoked the governor of Buenos AIres,
Bruno Mauricio de Zavala, to lead a small group of sol-
diers and a larger number of Indians there in 1724. The
Portuguese withdrew, and Zavala ordered a fortress to be
constructed. Two years later, Zavala returned with a small
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group of families originally from the Canary Islands and
in 1726 founded San Felipe y Santiago de MoNTEVIDEO
not far from the original fortress. Montevideo’s MuNICI-
PAL COUNCIL began meeting in 1730.

The Spaniards founded several towns in the Banda
Oriental. Montevideo was intended to provide a defense
against the Portuguese; Spain constructed a large stone
fortress with 300 cannon and a moat between 1742 and
1782. The first political and military governor of the
Banda Oriental, José Joaquin de Viana, was appointed in
1749 and took up residence in Montevideo. The second
Spanish town established in the Banda Oriental was
Maldonado, the most eastern port of the estuary of the
Rio de la Plata, created between 1755 and 1757. A third
Spanish town, Las Minas, was created in 1783.

When the ViceroyaLTy oF Rio DE LA PLaTA was cre-
ated in 1776, the Banda Oriental was included in it as a
governorship. The population of the Banda Oriental in
1810 was perhaps 60,000-70,000.

Montevideo became home to landowners who had
grown wealthy by exporting hides and then salted beef
prepared for export at processing factories, or saladeros,
first introduced in 1780. Large estates were common,
and by 1810, most of the Banda Oriental was privately
held. The major landowners were also merchants in
Montevideo. Their rural workforce included cauchos
and indigenous people.

See also Banpa Orientar (Vol. IIT); Urvcuay (Vols.

I, II1, TV).

bandeiras Trailblazers and indigenous fighters from
the small inland settlement of SZo Pauro were known
as bandeirantes because of their participation in armed
quasi-military expeditions known as bandeiras, entradas,
or companbias. These were undertaken to explore the
interior of BraziL (sEr7A0), looking for Amerindians
to enslave, GoLD, SILVER, and emeralds and other pre-
cious stones. Most bandeirantes were MAMELUCOs of both
Portuguese and indigenous ancestry, could speak a form
of Tupi-Guarani known as /ingua geral, and acquired
native skills, dress, and weapons, which enabled them to
survive in the wilderness. Some used guns, but spears and
bow and arrows were more common.

Groups of bandeiras varied in size, ranging from less
than 100 to some 3,000 men. One expedition in 1629
included 69 men from Sio Paulo (paulistas), 900 mamelu-
cos, and some 2,000 Native AMERICANS as both fighters
and porters. A bandeira traveled on foot until the miNING
boom of the first half of the 18th century forced the
use of horses and mules and from 1720 brought regular
river travel. Expeditions ranged from several months in
length to several and sometimes many years; allegedly
one continued for 18 years. Bandeirantes lived off the
land, carrying only salt and sometimes flour with them.
Occasionally, they planted seeds to harvest crops later
and traveled with hogs and carTLe. Leaders were often
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from a single or extended rFamiry and on occasion worked
for the Crown. Into the 18th century, participants shared
in the expenses of a bandeira and expected a correspond-
ing share of any profits.

The Jesurr misstons that brought together thou-
sands of indigenous people in the early 17th century were
obvious targets for the bandeirantes. Missions established
by 1610 in Guaird were struck repeatedly and destroyed
between 1628 and 1632; reportedly one raid took more
than 4,000 Indians. By 1641, bandeiras had driven the
Jesuits into the region known as Misiones. These and
related actions ended missionary activities east and
north of Paraguay while undermining Spanish claims to
Brazilian territory based on the Treaty of Tordesillas.

Further reading:

Bailey W. Diffie. A History of Colonial Brazil, 1500-1792
(Malabar, Fla.: Robert E. Krieger Publishing Co., 1987).

Rollie E. Poppino. Brazil: The Land and People (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1968).

Basques Persons born in or descended from per-
sons born in the north-central Spanish provinces of
Vizcaya, Guipizcoa, Alava, and Navarre, as well as three
adjoining French provinces—Basse Navarre, Soule, and
Labourd—are known as Basques. Today, Euskadi is the
Basque term applied to the autonomous region of Spain
made up of these provinces. During the colonial era,
Basques born in these Spanish provinces grew up speak-
ing Basque (Euskera), although many became bilingual,
speaking Castilian as well.

Experience in whaling, fishing for cod, and sure-
BUILDING prepared Basques to participate in the early
exploration of the Western Hemisphere. Basques sailed
with Christopher Columbus and his successors and
quickly engaged in conquest, settlement, missionary
work, MINING, and commerce (see TRADE). Some returned
home with maize, which flourished and became a dietary
staple in the Basque provinces. Others settled, prospered,
and routinely attracted relatives, often nephews, to join
them as wholesale and retail merchants. Between 1520
and 1580, Basques controlled a substantial majority of
shipping between Spain and its overseas territories.

While regional origins were important for all immi-
grants in the New World, no group had more cohesion
than the Basques. Common origin, ethnicity, and language
were important, but Basques also claimed noble status by
virtue of being Basque. Crarres I in 1526 recognized the
nobility of all Vizcayans; all Guipuzcoans were noble, and
Navarrese and Alavans asserted that they were nobles as
well. Noble status elevated them above those from else-
where on the Iberian Peninsula and bestowed enviable
rights related to Taxarion, military service, commercial
activity, and access to office. In 1754, the privilege of those
born in Vizcaya to be exempt from penas infames was reit-
erated in Spain and extended to Basques in the colonies.

Personal ties made a difference. The Basque bishop
Juan de Zumirraga went to New Spain surrounded by
relatives of compatriots. Two of his relatives, Diego de
Ibarra and Juan de Tolosa, were cofounders of ZAcaTEcAs,
site of the most valuable siLvER mines in 16th- and 17th-
century New Spain. Basques were also prominent at
Potost in CHarcas. Beginning in 1582, Basques at Potosi
fought with Extremadurans, other Spaniards, and cre-
OLEs in intermittent conflicts that lasted into the 1620s.

In 1728, the Spanish Crown established a joint stock
trading company called the ReaL CompaRia GuipUzcoana
DE Caracas, which enjoyed a legal monopoly of trade
with VENEZUELA into the 1780s. Merged with the Havana
Company as the foundation of the Philippines Company,
the new entity monopolized trade with the Philippines
for nearly a quarter of a century. In its original form,
however, the Basque presence in both the company and
prominent administrative posts in Venezuela led to a
rebellion against the company, focused on the Basques.

The importance of Basque merchants in New Spain
was evident in the 18th-century division of the mer-
chant guild (consur4apo) of Mexico Crty into parties of
Basques and merchants of Santander (montaiteses). Their
confraternity of Our Lady of Aranzizu in Mexico City,
established in 1671, completed a magnificent building
in 1754 to serve as an orphanage for girls of Basque
descent. Basques in Lima, Peru, created a confraternity
of Our Lady of Aranzizu in 1612 that existed until the
mid-1860s.

Successful Basques in the New World occasionally
returned to their homeland. More frequently, they sent
money, sometimes large sums, that ultimately brought
substantial change, as in the well-documented case of the
Oiartzun Valley.

Further reading:

William A. Douglass and Jon Bilbao. Amerikanuak: Basques in
the New World (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1975).

Juan Javier Pescador. The New World Inside a Basque Village:
The Oiartzun Valley and Its Atlantic Emigrants, 1550-1800
(Reno and Las Vegas: University of Nevada Press, 2004).

Belgrano, Manuel (b. 1770-d. 1820) creole insur-
gent general in Rio de la Plata Born in Buenos AIres,
Manuel Belgrano studied at its Real Corecio de San
Carlos and then at the University of Salamanca in Spain.
During his years in Spain, he read widely authors of
the EnvicuTeNMENT and followed the revolutionary
events in France. He also published Maximas generales del
gobierno (1794), a translation of the Physiocrat Francois
Quesnay’s Macxime générales du gouvernement agricole le plus
advantageux au genre bumain. Considered the first econo-
mist in the VicerovarTy of Rio DE LA PraTa, Belgrano
was named permanent secretary of the new CONSULADO in
Buenos Aires in late 1793 and returned to his natal city
early the following year to assume the post.



When British soldiers landed near Buenos Aires on
June 27, 1806, and captured its fortress, Belgrano sought
to join the resistance. Unlike members of the Consulado
of Buenos Aires who swore allegiance to Britain, how-
ever, he fled to the BaNDA ORIENTAL, returning only after
SanTiaco LiNiers Y BREmonD had led a successful coun-
terattack. When the second British invasion of Buenos
Aires took place in June 1807, Belgrano quickly joined
Liniers in the successful defense of the city.

The abdications of CuarLes IV and FerpINAND
VII in May 1808 provoked a crisis in Buenos Aires, as
elsewhere in the empire. At first Belgrano supported the
idea of Princess Carlota Joaquina, sister of Ferdinand
VII and resident in Braziv as the wife of Prince Regent
John, becoming queen of an independent constitutional
monarchy. With the failure of this scheme, he embraced
the idea supported by the city council of a government
ruling in the name of Ferdinand.

French military success in Spain forced the Junta
CenTrAL to flee Seville to the Isle of Leén. On January
29, 1810, it named the CouNciL oF REGENCY to oversee
resistance to the French and to convoke the Cortes. The
new government assumed power on February 1, 1810,
and two weeks later instructed the “kingdoms” to elect
representatives to the Cortes. News of the demise of the
Junta Central reached MonTEVIDEO on May 13. Viceroy
Bavtasar HipaLco pe Crsneros publicly announced the
change of government on May 18, 1810. A week later,
a CABILDO ABIERTO in Buenos Aires elected Belgrano to
the seven-member Provisional Governing Junta of the
Provinces of the Rio de la Plata.

Although Belgrano lacked a formal military back-
ground, the Provisional Governing Junta named him, in
August 1810, to lead a military campaign into PAraGuay,
where the municipaL councir of Asuncion had voted to
recognize the Council of Regency as the legitimate gov-
ernment acting in the name of Ferdinand VII. Despite
what appeared to be an early victory, Belgrano’s forces
were defeated on January 15 and March 9, 1811, and the
effort in Paraguay failed.

After a review cleared Belgrano of blame for the
losses, he was named commander of the Army of the
North in a second effort by Buenos Aires to gain control
of Cuarcas. On September 24, 1812, Belgrano’s forces
defeated PEru’s royalist army at Tucumdn. In Charcas,
however, the viceregal forces triumphed over the Army of
the North on October 1, 1813, and again on November
14, 1813. These victories raised the specter of a royal-
ist invasion from the north, and Josi pE SaN Martin
replaced Belgrano in command. San Martin, however,
believed that CuiLg, not Charcas, was the route to liber-
ating Spanish South America and resigned his appoint-
ment in April 1814.

Sent to Europe with Bernardino de Rivadavia in
1814 to ascertain British reaction to the idea of inde-
pendence of the Rio de la Plata, Belgrano’s proposal to
place an Inca on the throne with a parliamentary form
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of government fell on deaf, if not incredulous, ears. On
his return to Buenos Aires, Belgrano was again given
military commands, and he led the Army of the North
to Tucumdn, where on March 24, 1816, the Congress of
the Unrtep Provinces oF THE Rio DE 1A Prata began
meeting. There, Belgrano was a clear voice supporting
an absolute declaration of independence. Many col-
leagues in the assembly, however, greeted with derision
his recommendation of a constitutional monarchy with
a parliament and a descendant of the Inca as monarch.
Nonetheless, on July 9, 1816, the Congress agreed on a
complete declaration of independence.

In June 1819, Belgrano turned over command of the
Army of the North to General Tomds Godoy Cruz. In
March 1820, he returned to Buenos Aires, where he died
of dropsy, poor and virtually unnoticed on a day when the
government of Buenos Aires changed hands three times.

In 1812, Belgrano designed the light blue and white
flag now used by Argentina, although the smiling sun in
the middle white stripe was added in 1818. In 1938, the
anniversary of Belgrano’s death became the country’s flag
day, a national holiday.

See also ArgenTiNa (Vols. I, 11T, IV).

Further reading:

John Lynch. The Spanish American Revolutions, 1808—1826,
2d ed. (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 1986).

Jaime E. Rodriguez O. The Independence of Spanish America
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Belize (British Honduras) Located on the CARIBBEAN
Sea and extending into Yucatin to the north and
GuaTemALA to the west, present-day Belize began to
attract settlement by English sailors and BuccaNEers no
later than 1638. Initially, they used the coast of the Bay
of Honduras as a base for raids on Spanish ships carry-
ing dyewood, but by the 1650s, they had started cutting
dyewood themselves for the woolen industry in Europe.
By the last quarter of the 18th century, mahogany had
replaced dyewood as the region’s most important export,
a status it held into the early 20th century.

Although Spain recognized England’s occupation
of Jamaica and other West Indies islands in the TreaTy
oF MaDrID (1670), it did not do the same for Belize and
continued to consider the baymen, or English loggers,
intruders. Moreover, as England and France joined Spain
in ending the age of buccaneers, some erstwhile pirates
and privateers went to Belize where they cut dyewood
and joined in a generally disorderly existence. Beginning
in 1724, the baymen imported slaves to provide the hard
labor required in logging (see sLAVERY). Several times in
the 18th century, the Spaniards expelled the loggers, but
they invariably returned. The 1763 'Ireaty of Paris con-
firmed Spanish sovereignty over the region but allowed
the British to cut and export dyewood. Expelled again
during the Revolutionary War in the thirteen colonies,
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the loggers returned after the Treaty of Versailles in
1783. After a final unsuccessful effort to expel the
British and their slaves in 1798, the Spaniards gave up.
Although Britain formally claimed the territory of Belize
in 1828 and organized it as the Crown Colony of British
Honduras in 1862, Guatemala continued to oppose
British occupation of Belize.

See also Berize (Vols. I, 111, IV).

Further reading:
Ralph Lee Woodward Jr. Central America: A Nation Divided,
3d ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999).

bienes de difuntos When a Spaniard died in the
Americas or in transit to or from there, or a Spanish
intestate left assets that needed to be sent to Spain for
distribution to heirs or charitable foundations, an 0IDOR
of the AUpIENCIA in whose jurisdiction the death occurred
was named probate judge and assigned to handle these
cases. The property of the deceased in these cases was
referred to as bienes de difuntos.

Funds of the deceased were sent to the Casa DE
CoNTRATACION in Spain, where officials sought to con-
tact and inform beneficiaries about legacies. In the 16th
century, in particular, the sums remitted were often
substantial. The aggregate amount of bienes de difuntos
tempted the Crown to borrow from them repeatedly,
an action that resulted in many testators leaving special
instructions with trusted agents to oversee the remission
of funds without involving the judiciary.

Numerous successful first-generation immigrants
left legacies for relatives and various religious and chari-
table causes in Spain. For example, successful BasQues
from the Oiartzun Valley in Guipizcoa sent funds home
both while alive and through their wills. They contrib-
uted to hospitals, homes for orphans, chapels, and altar-
pieces, among other things. Emigrants from Brihuega,
Spain, to PueBLa, in New Spain, similarly remembered
heirs in their original home.

"The bienes de difuntos reveal both the Crown’s accep-
tance of responsibility to provide an important service
to those who went to the overseas territories and the
strength of FamiLy and home ties among the emigrants.

Further reading:

Ida Altman. Transatlantic Ties in the Spanish Empire: Bribuega,
Spain and Puebla, Mexico, 1560-1620 (Stanford, Calif.:
Stanford University Press, 2000).

Juan Javier Pescador. The New World Inside a Basque Village:
The Oiartzun Valley and Its Atlantic Emigrants, 1550-1800
(Reno and Las Vegas: University of Nevada Press, 2004).

Black Legend The term Black Legend was employed
by Julidn Juderias in a 1914 book title. It refers to a body
of LITERATURE that maintains Spaniards were uniquely

cruel, greedy, and fanatical in the conquest and coloniza-
tion of the New World, as well as in their behavior in
Europe. The origins of this anti-Hispanic propaganda
lie in Spain’s war against France fought in Italy during
the 1490s, but a more generalized hostility toward Spain
fueled its development elsewhere. The emergence of
Protestantism, notably in England and the Netherlands,
added anti-Catholicism to the mix. Spain’s long preoccu-
pation with the Revolt of the Netherlands and the over-
lapping conflict and competition with England spawned
innumerable 16th- and 17th-century anti-Spanish pub-
lications that repeated and expanded on their predeces-
sors’ calumnies.

While English and Dutch propagandists outdid
themselves in attacking Spaniards, the celebrated Spanish
Dominican Bartolomé de Las Casas provided ammuni-
tion in his widely distributed condemnation of Spanish
actions in the New World. His Short Account of the
Destruction of the Indies (Brevisima relacion de la destruc-
cion de Las Indias) was illustrated with engravings by the
Dutch artist Theodor de Bry that purported to portray
Spanish atrocities against the indigenous population.

ENLIGHTENMENT authors, including Voltaire, used
Spanish culture as an example of national ignorance and
superstition, and anti-Spanish propaganda was widely
distributed during the Spanish-American War. Many
negative stereotypes of Latin Americans grew out of the
Black Legend.

See also Las Casas, Barroromg pE (Vol. I).

Further reading:

Charles Gibson. The Black Legend: Anti-Spanish Attitudes in
the Old World and the New (New York: Alfred J. Knopf,
1971).

William S. Maltby. The Black Legend in England: The Devel-
opment of Anti-Spanish Sentiment, 1558—1660 (Durham,
N.C.: Duke University Press, 1971).

Philip Wayne Powell. Tiee of Hate: Propaganda and Prejudices
Affecting United States Relations with the Hispanic World
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2008).

Bogota Known in the colonial period as Santa Fe (or
Santafé) de Bogota or simply Santa Fe, Colombia’s capi-
tal city is today called Bogotd, a name that gained favor
after the success of republicans in New Granada’s war of
independence. The Audiencia of Santa Fe was the name
of the territorial unit of which Bogotd was the colonial
capital (see AUDIENCIA).

Located on a fertile plateau in the eastern cordil-
lera of the Andes, nearly 8,700 feet (2,652 m) above sea
level, Bogota was formally established on April 27, 1539.
Although difficult to access from the coast, the region of
which it was a part was the most populous area of New
Granada, and Bogotd emerged as the major city of the
Kingdom of New Granada, an area roughly encompass-
ing modern Colombia.



The principal lure of the district was coLp, especially
since indigenous people allocated by EncomiENDA could
provide the labor to mine it (see MiNING). Indeed, gold
was New Granada’s only significant export throughout
the colonial era. The lands to the northeast around
Bogotd were conducive to AGrICULTURE and livestock,
but the market remained local due to the difficulties of
TRANSPORTATION.

The Audiencia of Santa Fe was established at Bogotd
in 1548. The city became the seat of a bishopric in 1553
and an archbishopric in 1564. A mint was established in
1620, and in 1653, the CoLecio Mavor del Rosario was
founded as a complement to seminaries already present.
Bogotd became a viceregal capital when the Spanish
Crown definitively established the VicErovarTy or NEw
GranaDA in 1739. The census of 1779 revealed a popula-
tion of 16,420, mostly consisting of whites and freedmen
of color. By the end of the 18th century, some 30,000
people, including about 1,200 clerics, resided within the
city’s jurisdiction.

Aided by its merchants, encomenderos, and audiencia,
Bogotd emerged, despite its location, as the distribution
center for imports funneled through the Caribbean port
of CartaceNa DE Inpias and via the Magdalena River
port of Honda. Travel from Cartagena to Honda eas-
ily took a month; several days to a week or more were
then needed to reach Bogotd, which was about 75 miles
(120 km) away. Merchants based in Bogotd and with
representatives in Honda developed a trading network
throughout the eastern cordillera, gaining access to the
gold-producing regions of Antioquia and the Croc6.

Despite its importance as a commercial, administra-
tive, and ecclesiastical center, Bogotd lacked the wealth
and prosperity of Lima. Tailors, masons, cobblers, and
carpenters were the most numerous groups of artisans
in the late 18th century, but as a whole, artisans were not
prosperous. Viceroy Manuel de Guirior in 1777 consid-
ered them almost beggars in appearance.

Narrowly escaping an attack by the comuneros in
1781, Bogota was the location of one of the junTas cre-
ated in 1810 and became the capital of the short-lived
Republic of Cundinamarca. Restored to royalist rule
by PaBLo pE Morirro, the victory at nearby Boyacid by
Sim6N Bovivar’s forces in 1819 ended Spanish rule in the
city and, with brief exceptions, effectively throughout the
viceroyalty.

See also BocotA (Vols. I, 111, IV).

Further reading:

Anthony McFarlane. Colombia before Independence: Economry,
Society, and Politics under Bourbon Rule (New York: Cam-
bridge University Press, 1993).

Bolivar, Simon (the Liberator) (b. 1783-d. 1830) cre-
ole hero of South American independence Born in CARracas
into an aristocratic FAMILY (mzantuano) that traced its
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American origins back seven generations, Simén Bolivar
lost his father at the age of two and his mother at the age
of nine. Nonetheless, he had the advantages of wealth and
important familial ties and added to them EpucaTiON,
social graces, and European travel that began when he was
15. In Madrid, he met Marfa Teresa Rodriguez del Toro.
After a rapid courtship, they wed in 1802 and took up resi-
dence in VENEzUELA. Marfa Teresa died after eight months
of marriage; the distraught widower would have numerous
mistresses in future years but would never remarry.

Bolivar returned to Europe and completed his
largely autodidactic education, reading widely in politi-
cal philosophy and EnvicaTEnMeENT thought, living
in Paris, traveling in Italy, and vowing at Monte Sacro
that he would not rest until he had “broken the chains
with which Spanish power oppresses us.” In 1806, he
left Europe, briefly stopped in the United States, and
returned to Venezuela in 1807, convinced that it would
inevitably become independent.

The political crisis that erupted with the abdica-
tions of Cuarces IV and Ferbinanp VII in May 1808
stimulated some in Caracas to suggest the creation of a

Portrait of the Liberator, Simén Bolivar, hero of the wars of
independence (From the collections of the Mercantile Library at the
University of Missouri-St. Louis)
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junta to rule in Ferdinand’s name until he returned to the
throne (see junTas). Bolivar refrained from supporting
either the petition or two attempts to depose Captain
General Vicente Empardn. When a junta was created on
April 19, 1810, he offered to go to London at his own
expense to seek British support and to find the aging
advocate of independence Francisco pE Miranpa. He
succeeded in the latter but did not win the support of the
British foreign minister, Marquess Wellesley.

Back in Caracas, Bolivar worked to get the national
congress that opened on March 2, 1811, to support
independence, which it did on July 5. The republic
(subsequently called the First Republic) had a short and
inauspicious existence. Federalist and racist, it provided
but a smidgin of equality for p4rDOs, as c4sTAS were
known in Venezuela, and nothing for slaves despite the
junta’s earlier abolition of the slave trade in 1810 (see
sLaviry). Controlled by the creoLE elite of Caracas, the
republic’s actions induced pardos to support the royalists
and forces led by Domingo de Monteverde. Following
an earthquake that struck Caracas on March 26, 1812,
not even the appointment of Miranda as command-
ing general could resurrect the republican cause. After
Bolivar’s loss at Puerto Cabello and Miranda’s treaty with
Monteverde, Bolivar oversaw the general’s delivery to the
Spaniards, an action that resulted in the old man’s trans-
port to Spain and death in prison. The First Republic was
over, and Bolivar fled to Curagao, borrowed some money,
and sailed in October to CARTAGENA DE INDIAS, one of
the competing centers that had established its indepen-
dence from Spain.

In Cartagena, Bolivar issued the first of his major
pronouncements on revolution and government. The
CARTAGENA ManiresTo, dated December 15, 1812, and
published in 1813, analyzed the reasons for the failure
of the republic and warned the New Granadans to
heed them. A weak federal republic, criminal clemency
and toleration when the sword was needed, a lack of
disciplined troops, a flawed electoral system, traitor-
ous priests, and internal factions all bore responsibility,
according to Bolivar. He also called for the reconquest
of Caracas in order to secure the former VicErOYALTY
oF NEw Granapa from royalist reaction: “Thousands of
valiant patriots await our coming in order to throw off
the yoke of their tyrants and unite their efforts with ours
in the defense of liberty.”

The Cartagena junta gave Bolivar command of a
small military unit, and he quickly opened the Magdalena
River to navigation. Overcoming rivalries with other
commanders and subordinates, he demonstrated his lead-
ership skills, earned military credit, and was promoted
to brigadier general. With a small army he left New
Granada in May 1813, took Mérida on May 23 without a
fight, and gained the name E/ Libertador (the Liberator).
On June 15, he sought to terrorize PENINSULARs by issu-
ing a decree ordering war to the death against them and
Canarians if they did not actively collaborate with his

forces; Americans, however, would be spared even if they
fought with the royalists. The consequence was increased
violence. Bolivar’s forces took Valencia on August 2, and
four days later, he entered Caracas, a city ravaged by the
depredations of Monteverde, as the culmination of the
“Admirable Campaign” to restore republicanism and
independence to Venezuela. This time the government,
known as the Second Republic, was centralized, and
Bolivar was, for the first but not the last time, effectively
a dictator in command of the country’s civil and military
resources wherever his writ was obeyed. An assembly
of notables in Caracas granted him the title Liberaror of
Venezueln. In February 1814, he responded to undoubted
royalist atrocities by Jost TomAs Boves and others by
ordering the execution of 800 peninsular and Canarian
prisoners at La Guaira.

Civil war precluded victory in 1814. Venezuelans
made up many, if not a majority, of the royalist forces.
In the Llanos, Boves assembled into an effective cav-
alry black and pardo cowboys, bandits, and fugitives,
Canarians, and others willing to fight for plunder taken
from creoles. By December, he had an army of 7,000
men with no more than 50 white officers and 80 white
soldiers. Although ostensibly fighting for the royalists, he
and his army were fighting mostly for spoils and the joy
of violence against the whites who disparaged them.

In addition, Bolivar had rivals within the republic.
Defeated and desperate, in early September, he was
allowed to leave for New Granada, where he was still
respected. There, he received a command and fought his
way into BogoT4, which he occupied on December 12,
1814. Civil war scarred New Granada as well. An unsuc-
cessful campaign to force Cartagena into a broader state
failed, and Bolivar resigned his commission, departed on
a British merchant ship, and arrived in Jamaica on May
14, 1815, just 10 days shy of Ferdinand VII’s return to
Spain.

Ferdinand was determined to restore Spain as it was
prior to his abdication. As for the colonies, he turned
to military force rather than compromise or concilia-
tion. On February 16, 1815, General PaBLo MoriLLo
sailed from CApiz toward Venezuela with a force of
about 10,500 conscripts. He quickly took the island of
Margarita and then moved to the mainland, where he
entered Caracas in May. Turning west, he reestablished
royalist authority by October. In 1816, the pacification
program in New Granada had thoroughly dismembered
the aristocratic elite that had supported independence.
In Venezuela, the Sequestration Committee confiscated
more than 200 HACIENDAS, most of them belonging to
elite families, including that of Bolivar.

While Bolivar’s sword had again failed, his pen
persisted. Dated September 6, 1815, his famous “Letter
from Jamaica” was another effort to justify rebellion
by analyzing what he considered Spain’s unjust poli-
cies and practices in administration, TRADE, and other
areas. In addition, the letter sought to explain the nature



of civil war as between “conservatives and reformers.”
Once more, he argued for strong, centralized authority,
concluding that Venezuela and New Granada were not
ready for fully representative institutions as a result of
the Spanish heritage. He did not release the letter to his
compatriots, however; it appeared first in English in 1818
and then in Spanish in 1833.

International complications precluded using Jamaica
as a base, so Bolivar went to Harrt where the mulatto
president Alexandre Pétion agreed to provide arms,
ammunition, transport, and cash for an invasion of
Venezuela in return for the Liberator’s promise to abolish
slavery there. Bolivar’s homeland was then under royal-
ist rule, but José Antonio Piez in the western llanos and
guerrilla leaders elsewhere had kept alive resistance to
the royalists, as well as conflicts among themselves. In the
absence of a national state to support him, Bolivar’s chal-
lenge was to gain the respect and allegiance of enough of
these regional caudillos, or strongmen, to drive the roy-
alists out of Venezuela. His first attempt to return from
Haiti, however, was a disastrous failure that led two of the
caudillos to declare him a deserter and traitor. Following
a second failure, he gave up on taking Caracas and went
to Guiana early in 1817, a leader without an army in an
environment dominated by military strongmen.

The Orinoco plains offered advantages, including
endless caTTLE and a river dominated by republican
craft. Bolivar’s first challenge was Manuel Piar, a pardo
caudillo who went out of his way to kill Spanish prison-
ers. The Liberator wooed other caudillos, gained control
over the river, and defeated royalist forces at Angostura.
When the moment was right, he charged Piar of con-
spiracy and ordered him captured, tried, and executed.
As the Liberator knew, racial harmony was preferable
to racial warfare. Emancipation was a reward for slaves
who served him militarily, but few joined his campaign.
Nonetheless, slaves no longer fought against the republi-
cans as they had earlier.

Guiana offered Bolivar the time and space to turn the
collection of caudillo forces into a professional army, and
he sought to do so, creating a general staff that rewarded
men of proven ability. Thus caudillos became generals,
and their men, soldiers; at the top was the Liberator. Yet,
the structure lacked one major caudillo—Pdez, leader of
a cavalry of LLANEROS in the west, until he, too, agreed
to serve under Bolivar. The two men met on January
30, 1818, after the Liberator had marched his army of
3,000 men nearly 200 miles (322 km) from Angostura
to the plains of Apure, only some 30 miles (50 km) from
royalist forces. In return for his men receiving a share of
properties taken from the royalists, Pdez agreed to put
his thousand /aneros into the combined force of some
4,000 or more, including some British volunteers. After
a defeat by Morillo at La Puerta on March 16, Bolivar
led his remaining army back to Angostura, where he set
about calling a congress and planning his next offensive
(see ANGOSTURA, CONGRESS OF).
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The congress met at Angostura with 26 delegates on
February 15, 1819. There, the Liberator presented his
recommended constitution for a state that would have
four powers: executive, legislative, judicial, and moral.
The congress elected Bolivar president and adopted a
constitution that omitted his proposed hereditary senate
modeled on England’s House of Lords and the moral
power. Only victory was lacking.

The Liberator’s army benefited from the arrival
of enormous quantities of British weapons and ammu-
nition, as well as some unemployed British veterans
of the Napoleonic Wars and other foreigners. They
proved valuable in the campaign that soon moved into
New Granada. In August 1818, Bolivar sent General
Francisco de Paula Santander to Casanare; in May
1819, he had cleared it of royalists. When the Liberator
received the news, he decided to act on an earlier idea
of moving into New Granada. Although Piez refused
to participate, Bolivar led his army of 2,100 across the
Andes in extremely difficult conditions. Having met with
Santander’s forces before crossing the Andes, the army,
augmented by some British reinforcements, defeated
the royalists at Boyacd. The victory opened the way to
Bogotd and independence for New Granada.

The congress at Angostura celebrated on October
17, 1819, by creating the Republic of Colombia, incor-
porating Venezuela, New Granada, and the Kingdom
of Qurto as three departments, and electing Bolivar as
president. Of course, the departments mentioned needed
to approve the action, and a constituent congress was
called to meet at Cdcuta on January 1, 1821.

Meanwhile the Rieco Revort of January 1, 1820,
reinstated constitutional government in Spain. Two
consequences affected Bolivar. First, no reinforcements
would be leaving Spain for America. Second, Morillo was
ordered to negotiate with Bolivar on the basis of accept-
ing the constitutional monarchy in Spain. A six-month
armistice was arranged on November 25, 1820, and
Morillo promptly retired to Spain.

The armistice broke down when Maracaibo revolted
on January 28, 1821, and declared independence from
Spain. The Liberator sent Antonio José de Sucre to
take a small force to GuavaQuiL and bring about the
incorporation of the Aupiencia district of Quito into
Colombia. Then he took advantage of the armistice
to organize his army for the final march into Caracas.
Victory at the Bartie or CaraBoBO on June 24, 1821,
opened the way to Caracas, where Bolivar was warmly
received on June 29. The remaining centers of royalist
resistance—Maracaibo, Coro, Cartagena, Cumani, and
Santa Marta—fell by the end of the year, and Panama
declared its independence on November 28 as a province
of Colombia.

The third department of Colombia, the audiencia
district of Quito, was still to be liberated. In May 1821,
Sucre reached an agreement with Guayaquil, which had
declared its independence on October 17, 1820. This
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enabled him to move toward the city of Quito while
Bolivar headed toward the capital through Popayin and
Pasto, winning a battle but with many losses near the
latter. On May 24, 1822, Sucre defeated the royalists at
the Battle of Pichincha, opening the way to the capital;
the Liberator arrived on June 15, 1822. Only Peru and
CHarcas remained under Spanish rule.

Bolivar met with Jost pE SAN MarTiN at Guayaquil
on July 26 and 27, 1822, to discuss a variety of political
issues that resulted in the latter’s withdrawal from Peru
and self-exile to Europe. The Peruvians would have to
convince the Liberator to bring an army to free them;
moreover, there was no longer any question that a new
government would be republican, albeit as seen through
the eyes of Bolivar.

Recognizing their lukewarm support for indepen-
dence, Bolivar made the creoles of Lima beg for his
assistance, first sending Sucre and an army in April 1823
and then, after the royalists had reoccupied the city for a
month, finally arriving himself on September 1. Bolivar
led the army of nearly 9,000 to Pasco. It met and defeated
the royalist army in the Andes at JuNiN on August 6,
1824. Turning command over to Sucre, the Liberator
went to Huancayo, then to the coast and Lima. In the
Andes, on December 9, Sucre defeated the remaining
royalist army in Peru at Avacucno, between Cuzco
and Lima. On August 6, 1825, Charcas, or Upper Peru,
became independent.

Even before the victory at Ayacucho, Bolivar was
faced with an order that congress had transferred to
Santander the Liberator’s extraordinary authority because
he had accepted Peru’s appointment as dictator. Another
order required him to turn over command of Colombian
troops to Sucre, which he did.

Following the victory at Ayacucho, Bolivar resigned
as president of Colombia, only to have its congress
reject it. He followed this by convening Peru’s congress
and resigning as dictator. This, too, was rejected. When
Charcas’s assembly declared independence, it named the
Liberator its chief executive and asked him to write a
constitution for the new republic named in his honor,
subsequently changed to Bolivia. Bolivar journeyed to
the new country, arriving at La Paz on August 18 and
then proceeding to the city of La PraTa, where he met
with the assembly, delivered a draft constitution that
assigned executive authority to a president for life who
could also select his successor, and quickly delegated
supreme executive authority to Sucre.

The Liberator spent most of the rest of his life trying
to achieve transnational unity among the newly indepen-
dent states and stability within them. In 1828, he escaped
an assassination attempt in Bogotd. It was increasingly
clear, however, that his dream of a united multidepart-
ment Gran Colombia was not going to come to fruition.
Regional sentiments, personal ambitions, fiscal woes,
social divisions, and political differences all stood in the
way. Resigning as president of Colombia on March 1,

1830, Bolivar left Bogotd in May in voluntary exile and
died on December 17 near Santa Marta. By that time,
Colombia had broken into its three constituent states of
Venezuela, New Granada, and Ecuador.

Bolivar was the most important political and military
leader in the wars of independence in Spanish America.
More a political theorist than a practitioner, despite his
many offices, he perceived the difficulties that the new
states faced and believed only a strong executive could
surmount them. Although a republican, he proposed a
lifetime president who could select his successor as the
supreme executive for Bolivia. The Liberator’s lament of
1830 summarizes his frustration with the independent
states he had helped to create: “Those who served the
Revolution have plowed the sea.”

See also Pagz, Josi ANTonto (Vol. IIT); SANTANDER,
Francisco pe Pavra (Vol. III); Sucre, ANTONIO Jost DE

(Vol. TII).

Further reading:

Matthew Brown. Adventuring through Spanish Colonies: Simon
Bolivar, Foreign Mercenaries and the Birth of New Nations
(Liverpool, U.K.: Liverpool University Press, 2006).

David Bushnell, ed. The Liberator, Simon Bolivar: Man and
Image (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1970).

. El Libertador: Writings of Simdn Bolivar, translated
by Frederick H. Fornoff (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2003).

John J. Johnson, ed. Simdn Bolivar and Spanish American
Independence: 1783—-1830 (New York: D. Van Nostrand,
1968).

John Lynch. Simén Bolivar: A Life (New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press, 2006).

Gerhard Masur. Simon Bolivar (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1969).

Bolivia See Cnarcas.
Bonaparte, Joseph See Josern 1.

books Farly explorers, conquistadores, and settlers
traveled to the New World with books in their luggage.
The reading populace was sufficiently lar