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GUIDE TO USE OF THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

Structure of the Encyclopedia

The material in the Encyclopedia is arranged as a series
of articles in alphabetical order.

There are four features to help you easily find the
topic you’re interested in: an alphabetical contents list, a
subject classification index, cross references and a full
subject index.

1. Alphabetical Contents List

The alphabetical contents list, which appears at the front
of the first volume, lists the entries in the order that they
appear in the Encyclopedia. It includes both the volume
number and the page number of each entry.

2. Subject Classification Index

This index appears at the start of Volume 1 and groups
entries under subject headings that reflect the broad themes
of Human Geography. This index is useful for making
quick connections between entries and locating the relevant
entry for a topic that is covered in more than one article.

3. Cross-references

All of the entries in the Encyclopedia have been exten
sively cross referenced. The cross references which ap
pear at the end of an entry, serve three different functions:

1. To indicate if a topic is discussed in greater detail
elsewhere

1. To draw the readers attention to parallel discussions
in other entries
iii. To indicate material that broadens the discussion

Example
The following list of cross references appears at the end
of the entry IMPERIALISM, CULTURAL

See also: Colonialism I; Colonialism II; Dependency; First
World; Globalization, Cultural; Hegemony; Imperialistic
Geographies; Neocolonialism; Orientalism; Postcolonia
lism/Postcolonial Geographies; Poststructuralism/Post
structuralist Geographies; Third World.

Here you will find examples of all three functions of the
cross reference list: a topic discussed in greater detail
elsewhere (e.g, Orientalism), parallel discussion in other
entries (Imperialistic Geographies) and reference to en
tries that broaden the discussion (e.g. Postcolonialism/
Postcolonial Geographies).

4. Index

The index includes page numbers for quick reference to
the information you’re looking for. The index entries
differentiate between references to a whole entry, a part
of an entry, and a table or figure.

5. Contributors

At the start of each volume there is list of the authors
who contributed to that volume.
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FOREWORD

We should reflect more on the increasingly inter
connected and interdependent world we live in. Places
that a century ago would have taken months to reach by
boat can be reached in hours on a plane and at a price
affordable to many more people. Changes in financial
markets on one side of the globe instantly ricochet
around the planet. Decisions taken in one country or at a
supra national scale affect jobs and well being in another.
This is the world we have inherited sixty years after the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
which reminds us of the work still needed to implement
those shared values.

For while the Earth seems to be getting smaller in
space and time, the relative differences between places
are often growing apace. The situation in many de
veloping countries is currently regressing with falling life
expectancy, rising national debts, and weakening econ
omies. In the developed North there continue to be large
differences in the standards of living between rich and
poor, core and periphery, rural and urban areas. Con
sequently, the mobility of people is increasing around the
globe with millions of labour migrants and refugees on
the move, seeking better lives elsewhere. In addition,
humanity is beginning to recognise and address the sig
nificant global challenge of climate change which is in
part created by the processes of development and glob
alisation, but will require to be addressed with principles
of climate justice.

The International Encyclopedia of Human Geography
documents and explains all of these issues, and many
more besides. Focused through the spatial lens of a
modern geography sensitive to how social, economic,
political, cultural or environmental processes work
within and between places, the entries cover the full
spectrum of issues facing humanity today across the

planet. Together the essays provide a fascinating over

view of the diverse, complex and sometimes paradoxical
relationships between people, places and environments,
written in a style accessible to students and interested
parties. As well, the vast array of methodologies and
theories employed by geographers and others is docu

mented, to make sense of the developments now occur

ring. Indeed, in the very fact that it contains 914 essays,
written by 844 contributors from over 40 countries, it is
itself a product of the way in which the geography of
communication and cooperation has rapidly evolved in
recent years!

The challenges facing all of us, whether they concern
the present global economic downturn, survival in a
country at war, managing environmental change, and a
host of other pressing issues, require a broad and deep
knowledge of the fundamental processes shaping our
future. The International Encyclopedia of Human Geography
provides a comprehensive overview of that knowledge
and points to the tools needed to build planetary citi
zenship and to think through a more ethical version of
globalisation. T hope that it will be used extensively by
present and future generations so that, as the planet
seemingly shrinks in size, so the problems we face and
the differences between us shrink too.

MWZ/ WKolrmron)

Mary Robinson

President of Realizing Rights: The Ethical
Globalisation Initiative

Honorary President of Oxfam International
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, 1997-2002

President of Ireland, 1990—-1997
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FOREWORD

Over the past 100 hundred years or so, human geography
has grown into one of the most vibrant university discip
lines around the world. Expanding from its origins in the
colonial pursuit of geographic knowledge, modern human
geography has developed into a diverse collection of so
phisticated, spadally inflected knowledges underpinned by
a refined set of theoretical concepts and methodological
tools. As a result, defining contemporary human geography
1s not an easy task, not least because what passes for geo
graphic theory and praxis varies across time and space. For
us, what marks the discipline from other social and natural
sciences is its focus on the relationship between people and
the world they inhabit, its core metaconcepts (such as
space, place, landscape, nature, mobility, environment, and
scale), and its use of geographically sensitive methods of
data generation and analysis. Human geography, as the
contents list of this encyclopedia amply demonstrates, fo
cuses on key issues of the day, and opens up new and vital
perspectives on questions that affect our everyday lives. It
engages with and problematizes apparently unequivocal
statements such as:

® the planet is large;
® the planet teems with life; and
® the planet is under threat.

Through the lens of human geography, these statements are
revealed as equivocal and often paradoxical. What do we
mean by ‘large’ in a period in which a scientific shift based
on the discovery of fractals has expanded our perception of
the length and complexity of lines at exactly the same time
that transport and communications technologies shrink the
world to such an extent that we can interact in real time
with people on the far side of the planet and maps of the
planet can be called up online by ordinary citizens and
analyzed in diverse ways? What do we mean by ‘life’ in a

period in which we keep discovering more of it in more and
more unlikely places, while scientific and cultural changes
are continually expanding our definition of what ‘life’
consists of? What do we mean by ‘thread when we are
unable to agree on the nature of a threat, let alone a so
lution, when technologies that offer the promise of salvation
all too often create new problems and when increasing
populations offer new resources as well as consume them?

Human geography seeks to answer such questions not
only in order to understand the world but also to make
practical interventions. Unlike many disciplines, it is built
on unsure foundations without much in the way of a
canon. Some might say that that is its attraction; that it
has perennially been driven by the changing world
around it. The discipline is willing to go where other
disciplines fear to tread because its history is loosely
connected, more like a conglomerate than a series of
well defined strata — it has not been wed to a single or
limited theoretical approach but rather it has explored
and drawn together all manner of approaches in order to
address issues geographically. Equally though, it is born
out of a longing for a planetary citizenship, with that
longing sitting alongside a radical appreciation of how all
the differences that make up the discipline both com
promise and strengthen that goal. Whatever might be the
case, at the heart of this endeavor has been the notion
that geography matters — the spatial configuration of
events is not a mere add on to other somehow deeper,
more abstract aspatial processes, but rather is central to
how the processes unfold.

These tensions between a discipline organized around
understanding the world and a discipline consisting of and
defined by its own approaches, are manifest in how geog
raphy tells its own history (and how one might organize an
encyclopedia). One way would be to trace the changing
approaches, epistemologies, and concerns of the discipline.

Ixxvii
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Thus one could track the multple interpretations of the
writing of Alexander von Humboldt, often cited as one of
the key disciplinary ancestors. Alternately, one could chart
the intellectual genealogies of ‘key’ texts, concepts, and
places to provide counterpoints to more traditional
chronological histories of various theoretical schools. Or, one
could create accounts that organize the discipline via key
processes and events in the world. To take other examples,
there are presently attempts to write about differences in
more satisfying and nuanced ways, ways that can bring about
new means of living and experiencing the world through
reinventing familiar categories like gender, race, and sexu

ality, categories that have their own complex geographies
which are a very part of the process of reinvention. There
are efforts to reconceive cities taking account of the affective,
the mundane, the ongoing incompleteness, fuzziness, and
unpredictability that make up urban life, and there are at

tempts to reimagine the economic as thoroughly infused
with the cultural. Sometimes clumsy and awkward, some

times plain inspired, these kinds of developments are surely
worth following in a world too often characterized by div

ision and despair. And follow them, this encyclopedia does.

The Encyclopedia

The International Encyclopedia of Human Geography is a
multinational attempt to capture and trace the state of
human geography as a discipline and as a description of
the world as it exists today and as it changes its shape in
the future. Its ambition, in other words, is to provide a
major and continually updated resource that provides an
always temporary but hopefully authoritative means of
answering questions of the sort posed above, and many
others like them. This it does by taking on the venerable
format of an encyclopedia which we can understand both
in its original meaning as a course of education — in this
case with the description ‘human geography’ — or in its
more modern meaning as treating a particular branch of
knowledge comprehensively through the medium of
articles arranged alphabetically, by subject.

Of course, producing an encyclopedia provides real
opportunities, most especially the ability to stretch out
explanations in a way not available in the more common
dictionary form. Thus, our aim has not been to produce a
portable, condensed summary or bite sized definitions of
concepts, but rather clear, authoritative statements that
set out the evolution and implications of geographic
thought. Such an endeavor also produces some inevitable
challenges. We want to use these challenges to explore
how this encyclopedia has been put together, under
standing that such challenges do not have to be under
stood just as undesirable or unpleasant choices between
alternatives. They can equally well be understood as
producing the means to fuel productive encounters.

The first challenge is an obvious one. There is an in
evitable degree of arbitrariness about what 1s included and
what is not. We have made an honest attempt to cover the
whole range of what can possibly be treated as human
geography in terms of issues on the ground and traditions
within the discipline. This has been achieved through an
intensive, iterative process involving all the editors,
worked through at face to face meetings, conference
phone calls, and e mail. Inevitably, there will be topics,
methods, and thinkers considered important by some that
we felt did not justify a stand alone entry. Moreover, we
fully expect that as some issues grow or decline in im
portance — to the world and/or the discipline — we shall
have occasion in the future to expand or contract the
coverage in different fields. This dilemma of selecting
what to cover brings with it other issues too. Foremost
among these has been how to shape the coverage of each
entry and title each entry in an informative yet pithy way.
There are many bodies of conceptual and substantive
knowledge that cannot easily be encompassed by a single
term or phrase. The result is that some of the entries have
somewhat contrived titles. Better that, though, than titles
that are vague or oblique, especially in these days of vo
luminous information accessible across the Internet.

The second challenge is an authorial one. It was a
guiding principle of this encyclopedia that we would
attempt to extend authorship beyond the ‘charmed circle’
of Anglophone/Western geographers, both as a response
to postcolonial critiques and as a response to the critiques
of scholars from outside the Euro American zone who
felt disenfranchised by what is possible to perceive as an
Anglophone/Western ascendancy. We have then been
attentive to the geographies of the discipline of geog
raphy, not least since scholars in diverse locales see the
world differently in terms of what processes seem most
important and what traditions of interpretation they use.
We have not always been successful in achieving our goal
of wide international authorship, partly because the
geographical establishment is simply larger in some
countries than others and partly because human geog
raphy still bears some of the marks of its own history, not
least as a colonial enterprise. Inevitably perhaps, the
historical geography of geography kept coming home to
roost. Moreover, scholars from different locales had
varying abilities to contribute due to issues of time, ac
cess to resources, and language. As a result, we have not
been able to include some topics and perspectives. That
said, entries have been solicited from 844 scholars located
in over 40 countries around the world working within
different traditions and we have managed to describe the
different 1ideas and practices of geography in many
countries/language groups. Again, this is a project that
will be added to, over the coming years.

The third challenge was to draw on the expertise of
the human geographical community in ways that ensured
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some degree of diversity. In particular, we are proud that
we have been able to balance the voices of established
scholars with those of younger writers. This has had
salutary effects. For example, we have been able to trace
the history of philosophical ideas in geography both from
the point of view of those that have been deeply involved
in the explosion of different conceptual possibilities that
took place in the discipline from the late 1960s onward,
as well as the point of view of younger scholars who have
set out quite different agendas.

The fourth challenge was to ensure a relatively con
sistent standard of scholarship for each entry and to
provide a balanced content with respect to ideas and
geographical coverage. To that end, each entry was ini
tially refereed by a section editor who had overall re
sponsibility for a selection of related entries (e.g,
political, wurban, regional development, quantitative
methods, people) and a senior editor. Each senior editor
oversaw three sections in order to ensure sections were
approximately commensurate in style, content, and
length. To provide breadth as well as depth, authors were
asked to draw on examples and traditions from around
the world and not simply rely on charting an issue with
respect to their own local circumstance.

The fifth challenge was to use the Internet in pro
ductive ways. One of the motivations for this encyclo
pedia was the production of a platform upon which we
might then build a future memory for human geography.
It is an attempt to begin to produce a living, breathing
archive which will gradually evolve, by using the powers
of the Internet. Though in this first edition, both print
and Internet editions exist side by side, in later editions
the Internet edition will exist singly, opening the way to a
vision of geography which is in keeping with the age in
which we now live. Since the articles are on the web, it
will be possible to update them on a regular, rolling basis
without having to wait for the revision of every other
article. Equally, they will have all kinds of extra resources
associated with them — illustrations of all types, including
more and more videos as well as maps and diagrams,
‘active’ reference links that will take the reader straight to
the listed journal article, and so on. Then, more articles
will be added at regular intervals, both filling in gaps and
supplementing existing articles. All articles will be left 7
situ — old articles will not be deleted — so that, in time, we
will be able to produce a ‘tmeline’ for many subjects,
making it possible to see how thinking has evolved,
thereby producing a real sense of historical accretion.
Over time, we hope that the encyclopedia will become an
institutionalized memory of human geography.

The sixth challenge was to produce an encyclopedia
of human geography that was relevant to issues that must
concern us all. We sought an encyclopedia that espoused
responsibility to the planet and its people certainly. But
we also became, however awkwardly and unsuccessfully,

involved in thinking what that responsibility might mean.
A difficult but ultimately productive instance of what this
might entail — and how difficult it can be to think through
— was provided by the proposed boycott of the encyclo
pedia by some authors concerned at Reed International’s
(a sister company to Elsevier) involvement in the arms
trade, an affair settled when Reed withdrew from these
activities. Here, we saw the same concerns being aired by
many participants but radically different solutions being
put on offer. We hope that the encyclopedia mirrors this
diversity of response.

Bringing these six, and especially the last three, points
together we hope and trust that this encyclopedia will be
counted as a contribution to the global commons of
knowledge. The production of a discipline depends on
the goodwill of many who labor over ideas, who dis
seminate, review, and rework them. We are painfully
aware that in the current global climate of academia,
when what counts as valued academic practices is nar
rowing, writing authoritative and scholarly articles for
publications such as this venture provides few rewards
and attracts little institutional support. However, it is a
vital component in the reproduction and development of
a discipline. Rather than simply being understood as the
creation of canonical knowledge by authorial com
munities we would like to thank all those who have
written and reviewed material here for an actvity that
may be deemed a professional service but is one that,
sadly, is seen as subverting the institutional priorities of a
number of universities.

By Way of Conclusion

This encyclopedia is an attempt to summarize knowledge
of the discipline using the encyclopedia format. In time,
we hope that this encyclopedia will build into a com
prehensive resource which constitutes both an archive of
the discipline and, of course, of what it knows about the
world. That knowledge, what facts are arraigned to
support it, and what theories and methodologies are used
as a means of making it credible, is, of course, a movable
feast. Think of the notion of the ‘world’, which it is easy
to demonstrate has changed its form many times over the
course of history, as the development of the map shows
all too well as Denis Cosgrove noted:

There is no single map of the world, but a vast range of
images that present different facets of the globe and its
contents. ... A map of the world is a global cultural
artefact, an extraordinary human accomplishment, pro
duced by contributions from many cultures. It is a highly
sophisticated scientific achievement, and each advance in
the various technologies that coalesce within it renders it
more detailed, flexible, and widely available. Google

Earth is certainly not the last stage in its evolution.
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Yet even [a] cursory survey of world mapping ... re
veals that science and technology are only a part of the
story. Of equal importance are such affective aspects as
imagination, faith, fear, and desire. We spot them im
mediately in the world maps of nonmodern cultures, and
even in early examples of the modern world map. For us
humans, the earth is always more than its physical form
and nature; it is, indeed, a world. ... Today that world
seems wholly visible, even transparent. ... Yet today’s
world maps are as hued by the contingencies of our own
times as any previous ones, and we are ‘mapped’ into
them as surely as Xiuhtechitli was mapped into the fif
teenth century Mesoamerican world. Because every
‘world’ is social and imaginative as much as it is material,
our own world maps will in due course come to seem as
quaint as Jain mandalas or medieval mappae mundi seem
to us today. (Denis Cosgrove, 2007: 112 113)

Or, indeed, consider the idea of the encyclopedia it
self. Encyclopedias are often thought to be an invention
of the West. Specifically, the general purpose, widely
distributed, printed encyclopedia is usually considered to
have been conceived in eighteenth century Europe with
Chambers’ Cyclopaedia, or Universal Dictionary of Arts
and Sciences (1728), and the Encyclopédie of Diderot
and D’Alembert (1751 onward). These volumes are often
considered to be the first to take on a recognizably

modern form, with a comprehensive list of topics, dis
cussed in depth and organized in what we would consider
a systematic way. But, once we take a broader view in
which places and times are not necessarily weighted by
particular prejudices, a very different account hoves into
view in which all manner of authors in different parts of
the world revealed an encyclopedic instinct, and from
much earlier on. For example, a tradition of encyclo
pedia like volumes can be found in China from the
eleventh century onward, and these were often massive
undertakings involving as many as a thousand volumes.

The point that these two examples make is that all we
can be certain of is that the contours of knowledge will
constantly change. There can be no absolute certainty
about what will be included in and what will be excluded
from human geography in times to come. But with this
encyclopedia, we believe we now have a tool that will be
able to trace this evolution as it happens.

Rob Kitchin and Nigel Thrift
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Glossary

Civil Society Ordinary people, nongovernmental/
nonprofit organizations, and/or businesses or private
firms.

Coalitions Partnerships, alliances, and collaborations
among different groups working together to change
specific social, political, or economic issues.
Collective Action Activities taken on by groups that
focus on group or community-level outcomes rather than
individual outcomes.

Neoliberalism Political approach that assumes the
market is better at managing economic activity than
government, and consequently, aims at greater reliance
on the market for governing and at reducing regulation
and intervention by government at multiple scales.
Nongovernmental Organizations Institutions,
agencies, and groups that provide services and
advocate for resources and political change, but which
are not formally part of local, regional, or national
governments.

Political Opportunity Structures Opportunities in the
current arrangement of political institutions, rules, and
practices for disruption and change.

Spatial Scale Units of spatial analysis (such as local,
regional, national, international) and also processes
whereby social action is facilitated or disabled.

Introduction

Activism 1s most commonly associated with collective or
group action by ordinary people, usually volunteers, who
come together to change what they consider to be un
acceptable or unfair circamstances. These individuals
come together in a shared belief about the nature
of the problem, and the means to best address the
issue, using political opportunity structures to enable
their influence on elected officials, policy makers, and
institutions. Activism is also practiced by institutions and

organizations, particularly in the nonprofit/nongovern
mental and private sectors, as a means to apply economic,
political, or moral pressures on communities, govern
ments, and other organizations to stop specific practices or
to encourage desired policies. Finally, geographers are also
activists, both inside academic environments and in wider
society.

The focus of action has spanned the political spec
trum, from exclusionary efforts aimed at protecting
property rights and the status quo (e.g., community op
position to homeless shelter siting in local neighbor
hoods) to inclusionary actions aimed at expanding access
to political power (e.g., the US Civil Rights Movement);
from reformist aims (e.g., redefining legal parameters to
prevent hate crimes directed at specific groups) to radical
goals (e.g, overthrowing or taking over government).
These foci also have varying substantive aims, from very
local issue based conflicts (e.g, trying to prevent evic
tions of renters from housing) to national level contro
versies (e.g., strengthening or weakening environmental
regulations).

There are three primary reasons for the rising im
portance of activism in the twenty first century. First,
governing has become less centered in formal govern
ment agencies, where the practical routines of managing
political controversies, public financing, and resource
allocation have moved increasingly into the realm of
ordinary people, nongovernmental agencies, and private
firms. Part of this trend globally is related to strong
pressures from international donors and national gov
ernments for decentralizing decision making to more
local levels, making communities, cities, and regions
more able to make their own decisions about resource
allocation, regulations, and planning for the future.
Second, and related to the first trend, is the rise of civil
society in public and private sector governing at the local,
regional, national, and international levels. The expan
sion of civil society in public sector governing is due not
only to the pulling back of formal government agencies
in governing, but also to the increasing sense by decision
makers that residents, groups, and businesses need to be
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involved in the design and implementation of policies to
ensure their effectiveness. In the private sector, the rise of
shareholder activism in corporate governance has be
come increasingly important since the 1980s and 1990s
with the rise of large institutional investors, especially
pension funds for public sector employees. And finally,
activism has emerged as a challenge to larger economic
and political pressures for decentralization and neoli
beralism. Though the general notion of more autonomy
by communities and cities by providing more responsi
bility for plans and policies may seem in general to be
a way to make governing more responsive, there are
drawbacks to this approach. The most important chal
lenge is that resources (e.g., funding) to implement local
ideas are not often transferred from central or national
governments even when local responsibility is increased,
and consequently, local communities and cities are
being expected to use the private market, or commercial
activities, as the way to deal with economic, social, and
environmental challenges.

The linkages between geography and activism are
twofold, and can be described as (1) the geographies of
activism, and (2) activist geographies. The geographies
of activism consist of different examples of activism, the
distinct goals of activism, and the scales of activism.
Activist geographies consider the more active links
between activism and geography through research that
challenges conventional ways of thinking, and through
political action engaged in by geographers and other
social scientists to change political practices, and social
and economic systems.

Geographies of Activism
Types and Catalysts of Activism

Activism centers on a variety of different issues, can be
reformist or radical in its objectives, and consists of dis
tinct methods ranging from peaceful civil disobedience
to violence. The catalysts for activism often center on
visible and substantial change in social values, political
debates and decision makers, economic activities, or
urban land use patterns, but require awareness or
knowledge of the problem and an affinity with the
political position and methods of the groups that aim to
change the unacceptable situation, practice, or policy.
Activism responding to such catalysts has distinct goals,
but often uses similar methods and processes, including
mobilization and coalition building.

Land use change often sparks local activism or col
lective action. At the very local level, the Not In My Back
Yard (NIMBY) syndrome comprises one prevalent and
highly visible example. NIMBY activities usually revolve
around a controversial proposed land use or facility type
that is seen by residents, businesses, and/or local

governments as threatening local quality of life, property
values, or property rights. NIMBY is generally seen as
conservative in its politics, in its attempts to preserve the
status quo, and usually consists of relatively peaceful
though highly vocal political acts, including petitions,
demonstrations, and vocal participation in local govern
ment planning processes.

Economic shifts, such as industrial restructuring that
has resulted in significant reductions in manufacturing
jobs, downward pressures on wages, and reductions in
benefits such as healthcare coverage, have led unions and
community groups to engage in labor activism. Labor
activism consists of collective efforts directed at busi
nesses and government, such as worker strikes and or
ganized marches, to strive for better working conditions,
living wages, and expansions in benefits. With the decline
in union membership nationally over the past few dec
ades, labor activism has increasingly been spurred by
community groups that are also working for affordable
housing, income equality, and environmental justice
rather than being solely or even primarily the purview of
labor unions.

Changes in political debate or decision making
bodies, such as transitions to and from majority neo
conservative to liberal political parties, may also spark
activism on the part of organizations and groups con
cerned with the domination of political debate by specific
political views. Political advocacy organizations and
political parties are highly active in working to influence
the results of elections through public media campaigns,
door to door canvassing, and debates among political
candidates. Judicial activism may also be activated by
political debate and public controversies, and is ex
pressed through court decisions that enlarge or contract
the powers of the government to manage public speech
or activism. In other words, the courts may be activist in
negative (preventing wrongs) and positive (promoting
desirable outcomes) ways.

Individuals and groups that are deemed to be un
desirable or socially unacceptable by the mainstream
have also worked collectively to improve material living
conditions, to challenge discrimination and prejudice, to
expand rights and capacity to engage in public debates, to
facilitate economic advancement, and to promote self
determination. Such activism has been largely described
as new social movements and identity politics. They are
different from more classic social movements, which
were largely based on worker or labor activism that
focused largely on the uneven and unequal distribution
of wealth. Instead, new social movements and identity
politics activism include diverse efforts as the Civil
Rights Movement (e.g, political struggle by the African
American community to make racial segregation illegal
and to challenge race based discrimination), feminism
and gender equality (e.g, activism in the US to pass
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the Equal Rights Amendment and ongoing conflicts
over Roe v. Wade, which legalized abortions in the US),
immigrant rights efforts (e.g., Janitors for Justice, a largely
immigrant movement striving for fair wages and better
working conditions), and sexual identity activism (e.g.,
AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP), and gay
and lesbian antiviolence efforts).

The interrelationships among issues driving activism
lead many activist organizations and groups to form
coalitions. Activist groups and organizations struggle
to change existing social, political, and/or economic
circumstances, but often, the issues are much larger than
the individual organization’s ability to change. Mobil
ization of ordinary people, groups, and institutions bring
to bear visible support so that governing bodies may be
influenced by activism, however, sometimes even greater
numbers and larger presence are needed to create
adequate pressure. Coalitions provide the opportunity
for different groups and organizations to work together
on specific issues of concern to provide a larger, more
organized, and coordinated voice. Coalitions among labor
groups, legal organizations, and housing nonprofit
organizations, for example, have been vital in addressing
the negative social impacts of gentrification, where
redevelopment particularly in central city areas has
resulted in rapidly escalating housing prices, often dis
placing low income residents and workers. Coalitions
have been effective at devising strategies such as com
munity benefits agreements that require minimum wage
levels and hiring of local workers. Coalitions have also
been important at the national and international levels,
especially for transnational issues such as environmental
degradation. Climate change, habitat protection, and
deforestation have engaged scientists, environmental
nongovernmental organizations, and governments to de
velop partnerships to measure and cope with the com
plex issues of urbanization, industrialization, and their
negative environmental impacts.

Reformist and Radical Activism

In all of these examples, what is clear 1s that activism
is not solely reactionary or progressive, exclusionary or
inclusionary, conservative or liberal, or peaceful or vio
lent. Both disadvantaged and wealthy activists use the
language of social movements, self determination, and
oppression in their efforts to change policies, procedures,
and outcomes. Activism can take on different faces de
pending on its goals and strategies. In general, there are
two basic approaches to activism: reformist and radical.
Reformist activism sets out to redefine parameters within
existing systems of governance, political interaction, or
social practices, with the goal of incrementally changing
these systems to address unacceptable or unfair circum
stances, either in the processes of decision making or

in the outcomes of decision making. Radical activism in
contrast 1s focused on severe and significant change to
governance, social norms, or economic systems; the goal
for radical activists is structural change, where current
institutions, the framework of decision making, social
mores, or environmental conditions are seen as illegit
imate or unacceptable.

The goals of reformist efforts emphasize change in the
processes of decision making (such as expanding the
number and types of participants in decision making, or
including more and different kinds of stakeholders in
a planning or policy design process), with some focus on
adjusting outcomes associated with decision making
(such as realigning funding priorities to alter resource
distribution, shifting the distribution of negative impacts,
or expanding the recipients of positive benefits). Ex
amples of reformist efforts include shareholder activism
(where owners of shares of corporations, especially large
institutional investors that emerged as major corporate
shareholders in the 1980s and 1990s, vote to change
boards of directors, influence executive compensation, or
alter investment patterns), neighborhood activism (where
residents work together to improve local infrastructure
conditions, or to expand government resources being
invested in the community), judicial activism (where
dissenting opinions of justices provide opportunities for
questioning prevailing doctrine or legal precedents), or
issue  or place based activism (where organizations
protest existing environmental policies, or advocate for
expanded protection of sensitive habitat for endangered
species). In essence, reformist activism aims at changing
the processes that lead to particular emphases, bene
ficiaries, and distribution of costs or burdens associated
with policies, economic activity, and social interactions
without necessarily altering the basic or foundational
structure of governance, economies, and social values.
Because reformist activism does not aim at structural
transformation, conflict and disagreement between
activists and targeted decision makers may be avoided
or minimized through strategies such as mediation,
negotiation, or compensation.

Radical activism, in contrast, tends to not work within
existing systems of dissent, such as through political
systems’ usual process of debate and decision making,
because it seeks to alter the foundations underlying
economic, social, and political life. Such actvism is not
always violent, but it does usually aim at significant and
fundamentally different arrangements in distributions of
wealth and resources, environmental conditions, political
power, and/or social mores. Consequently, in contrast to
reformist activism, the source of the problem for radical
activism lies in the system itself rather than being
attributable to particular individuals, procedures, regu
lations, or practices. In other words, rather than trying to
identify specific people, rules, or issues as the source of
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economic, political, environmental, or social ills, radical
activism sees the problem as one of systems and struc

tures. Progressive social movements, such as the antic

apitalist global movement, the environmental justice
movement, and the animal rights movement, are critical
of existing systems of governance, distributions of wealth
and poverty, and relationships among people, economy,
and the environment, and aim at fundamental shifts in
the capitalist economic system, definitions of citizenship
and rights within and across nation states (where citi

zenship is related not only to the ability to access public
resources and protection, but also more broadly as
full acceptance as legitimate and valued participants in
society), and existing distributions of wealth and privil

ege. Existing systems of governance are structured so that
government agencies and middle and upper income
communities benefit from understanding and using
existing political, economic, and social institutions. The
formal and informal rules of governance create advantage
for those privileged groups, to the disadvantage of low

income, immigrant, low skilled, and other marginalized
groups. For some individuals and groups, only complete
transformation of daily life to a new arrangement of
governance and social interaction will be acceptable.
Radical religious fundamentalism is an example of such
activism, with often violent results.

Scale of Activism

Though the types, focus, and methods of activism are
critical to understanding what activism 1is, what is also
important is understanding more clearly the role of space
in activism, especially how scale affects the effectiveness
and transferability of the impacts of activism from one
place to other political jurisdictions. That is, activism 1s
not just a social phenomenon, it is also a spatial one.
Different types or foci of activism may be more effective
or difficult because of the spatial scale defining the
problem being addressed and the methods of activism
being used. For example, anticapitalist activism requires
that actions be conducted at spatial scales that match the
global reach of capitalist forces. Consequently, though
protests against global capitalist expansion take place in
particular places at specific times, these protests are often
directed at international organizations, such as the World
Trade Organization (WTO), include coalitions of dif
ferent activist organizations, and often consist of multi
city protests activated around the world at the same time.

Spatial scale is a process, as well as a characteristic.
In other words, space and location are not static con
tainers of activism, but rather, are dynamic features that
interact in important ways to enable or obstruct activist
efforts. While technology, such as the Internet and cell
phones, has reduced the importance of distance in co
ordinating activist efforts, physical distance, urban form,

and the built environment remain significant in both
facilitating and disabling acuvism. Urbanization patterns,
the siting of specific land uses, and growth have
served, for example, as catalysts for action to protect
property rights, manage urban growth, and protect nat
ural resources and sensitive habitat. Proximity to rapidly
growing urban or suburban areas, the visibility of specific
sites where controversial land uses and development are
proposed, and the general increase in disamenities (such
as traffic congestion and air pollution) are ready examples
used by activist organizations to mobilize and expand
participation by the populace for various purposes.

Space also defines how ordinary people, nongovern
mental organizations, businesses, and governments
understand and define the world around them, providing
clues about what needs to be changed and how. Though
the places where people live, work, and play provide the
most readily available examples of the potential problems
that might be influenced by activism, what is also
important are the relationships between these familiar
places and places that are unfamiliar, distant, and distinct.
Those place relationships provide clear examples of
inequality, marginalization, and oppression, and in so
doing, become catalysts for action. In other words, the
relational aspects of space serve to define inequality and
marginalization, and in defining these inequities, space
itself not only motivates action but also enables linkage
among local efforts across the globe. There 1s a scaling up
possibility to activism when this relational aspect is
incorporated, providing opportunities for action to move
from a grassroots, localized practice to a coordinated
set of actions reliant on coalitions of individuals, com
munities, and organizations that take place at a transna
tional scale. This scaling up possibility is especially
important in terms of issues that cannot be resolved in
local places alone, because complex problems or issues
are important at multple spatial scales. For example,
while issues such as climate change, environmental
degradation, anticapitalism, and immigrant rights are
important for individual groups, cities, regions, and na
tions, they cannot be addressed by one group, city, region,
or nation alone because these issues intricately link the
economies, politics, environments, and social values of
varying places. Such global scale issues thus require
scaling up of activism (or the transference of activism
across spatial scales), as well as the coordination of ac
tivism across space (or the mutual planning and action
across cities, regions, and nations) to have significant and
sustainable impact.

The rise of transnational activism, focused on issues
such as global climate change, citizenship, and economic
growth, is linked to broader sociopolitical transitions.
The global pressures for decentralization and neoliber
alist policies in governance have highlighted the need
for better understanding social relationships and
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resources available through such relationships. In con

trast to activism, however, this emphasis by governments
and nongovernmental agencies on what has been termed
social capital (which has been seen to be a solution for
a wide variety of urban problems, ranging from crime
to inefficient government) emphasizes informal webs of
relationships, the provision of needed monetary and
other resources through these webs, and the addressing
of community and regional problems through broader
engagement and participation by the populace. For social
capitalists, problem solving increasingly shifts from
government to civil society, and communities that have
more and better relationships within and outside their
networks do better economically, socially, and politically
across a myriad of measures. Activism, though also reliant
on groups to solve problems, is fundamentally different
from this social capital approach, in that actions are being
taken to change the definition of problems and the ways
that problems are solved.

Activist Geographies
Geographers have been activists in two primary
ways. First, geographers have constructed new theories
and explanations for social phenomena that have
both substantially altered the ways that students and
researchers understand problems, and the ways that
academia evaluates research. Geographers, and other
social scientists, have challenged the status quo in
scholarly approaches, methods, and substantive areas by
offering conceptual frameworks that have highlighted
the structural dimensions of social life (e.g., Marxist
geographies), empowered the participants in research
(e.g, feminist geographies), and shifted the topics of
research to socially relevant issues (e.g., critical praxis).
Second, geographers have engaged in political action
aiming at redefining the nature of problems, appropriate
processes to address these problems, and alternative
visions for the future. For activist geographers, scholar
ship, teaching, and political action are all necessary for a
critical praxis that fundamentally challenges imbalances
in power relations and leads to significant social change.
In developing new and innovative ways of under
standing social life, politics, and economies, geographers
have been on the forefront of highlighting social and
spatial issues that have been left out of research deemed
classic by scholars. In emphasizing and studying the
plight of marginalized groups and communities, for
example, women, people of color, disabled and im
poverished populations, immigrants, and others, geog
raphers and other social scientists studying such issues
have not only brought new information to students and
researchers, but have also expanded the ways in which
such issues are studied by promoting new theories of

oppression, marginalization, and justice. Many have also
changed the way that issues are studied by promoting
participatory action research, where the participants and
academics together define the research questions
and appropriate research methods, and together interpret
the results of the research conducted. Such geographers,
and other social scientists, have used their research
findings to promote public debate, to influence public
policy and governance, and to realign public perceptions
about poverty, oppression, and marginalization to help
bring about social transformation. They have strived to
open public arenas of political debate and decision
making to those who have been shut out of processes that
directly affect their lives to promote a more just global
society.

For activist geographers, theory and practice go hand
in hand, not only providing alternative approaches in the
classroom and among academics, but also bringing these
approaches to bear in the political realm, advocating for
justice, equity, and improved quality of life. For activist
geographers, research and teaching alone are not suf
ficient for a critical praxis. Political action is also a central
component, where research and teaching inform political
action, and conversely, where activism defines research
concepts, methods, and topics.

There are multiple obstacles to such a critical praxis
in the contemporary academic environment, because of
broader social, economic, and political pressures brought
by neoliberalism and globalization. Two obstacles are
especially important, and have affected academic insu
tutions across the globe. First, there are rising pressures
in colleges and universities to engage in applied research
that is seen as beneficial by government agencies and
businesses. Such applied research tends to support the
current structure of governance and industry, striving for
greater efficiencies in policy design and implementation.
This focus on efficiencies clearly matches with neo
liberalist governance approaches, tending to reinforce
existing relations of power and privilege. Second, the
expanding use of contract, part time, and nontenure
track lecturers and instructors in universities and colleges
creates challenges for activist geographers seeking to link
their research and political action. The lack of tenured
faculty positions results in a higher risk environment
for those activist researchers engaging in politically
unpopular actions in academic and/or public contexts
because nontenure positions mean that activist geog
raphers may lose their teaching positions if they
engage in controversial actions. Moreover, academic in
stitutions, by enlarging cadres of temporary and non
tenure faculty, create groups of instructors who must take
on multiple teaching positions at different institutions to
obtain living wages. Consequently, such instructors have
little time to engage in nonpaid labor associated with
political action.
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Even with these obstacles, geographers continue to
make significant contributions to scholarly understanding
of activism, and to provide clear and compelling linkages
to researchers, students, communities, policy makers and
elected officials, and broader society between scholarly
work and political action.

See also: Civil Society; Communist and Post-Communist
Geographies; Environmental Justice; Identity Politics;
Neoliberalism; NIMBY; People’s Geography; Resistance.
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Glossary

Activist Geographies Geographies concerned with
action, reflection, and empowerment in order to
challenge oppressive power relations.

Advocacy Geography An approach to research and
teaching developed by William Bunge and co-workers
demanding that geographers are responsive to the
needs of, and advocates on behalf of, poor, deprived
communities.

Participatory Geographies Geographical inquiries
marked by the embodied participation of researchers in
the lifeworlds of their research subjects, and/or
participation of those research subjects in the production
of geographical research.

Introduction

Activist geographies are concerned with action, re

flection, and empowerment (of oneself and others) in
order to challenge oppressive power relations. As a fusion
of theory and practice (praxis), activist geographers seek
to forge mutual solidarity with resisting others — com

munities, groups, social movements, or nongovernment
organizations who are challenging various practices of
dominating power — through critical collaboration. The
objectives can be varied: the creation of participatory
spaces of action which are inclusive and antihierarchical;
the nurturing of creative interaction with resisting others
independent of electoral politics; and conducting direct
action whereby ‘we’ devise a plan to do something, in
collaboration with others, and then do it without re

course to external authorities. For an activist geography,
or a human geography with an ‘action oriented research’
agenda, as Rachel Pain described it in 2003, ‘relevance’
and ‘criticality’ entail making certain political commit

ments or commitments to certain kinds of action. Here,
commitment is to a moral and political philosophy of
social justice, and research is directed both toward con

forming to that commitment and toward helping to
realize the values that lie at its root.

While the ‘anarchist geography’ of Prince Peter
Kropotkin hinted at a nineteenth century version of
activist geographies, committed to dispelling the terri
torial bases for unjust power relations associated with
‘rulers’ of all kinds, it is only relatively recently in the
history of human geography that such an approach has

become at all widespread. In the late 1960s and early
1970s, many geographers became deeply concerned
about the seeming ‘irrelevance’ of the discipline to the
multple problems facing global society, whether en
vironmental or to do with decaying cities, social unrest,
Cold War threats and machinations, and so on. While
some, often the spatial scientists like Brian Berry who had
come to prominence in the 1960s, concluded that the
discipline needed to become more policy relevant,
working with and on the ‘levers’ of state and corporate
power, others like David Harvey hoped for a more fun
damental assault on all forms of ‘establishments’, whether
in the academy (including standard theories and meth
ods) or in wider society (government, big business,
sedimented structures of class inequalities, etc.). Harvey
argued for the development of historical materialist
‘people’s geographies’

that open[ed] the way to the creation of new forms of
society in which common people have the power to
create their own geography and history in the image of
liberty and mutual respect of opposed interests. (Stacheli
and Mitchell, 2005: 359)

However, a cleavage of sorts swiftly emerged between
those radical geographers who, in all sorts of ways, often
brilliantly and compellingly, turned to Marxist and
related philosophies and social theories to inform their
critical scholarship, and a smaller banding of scholars
who — while often alert to broader conceptual concerns —
wished to apply themselves much more immediately and
directly to help alleviate social injustices ‘on the streets’,
‘on the reservations’, and in diverse other spaces where
disadvantaged peoples of all kinds were struggling to
survive day by day.

Perhaps the earliest example of deeply engaged in
volvement ‘on the streets’, what might be taken as the real
birthplace of activist geographies akin to the character
ization above, was the ‘advocacy geography’ of William
Bunge, practiced in the so called ‘geographical exped
ition’ to poor black inner city neighborhood of Fitzgerald
in the US city of Detroit in the late 1960s and early
1970s. Here, a handful of professional geographers and
some of their students effectively left the campus to work
for the residents (the resisting others) of this multiply
oppressed place. In this remarkable experiment, residents
called upon Bunge and his co workers to seriously
take up subject matters such as ghetto formation and the
actions of unscrupulous slum landlords, and more par
tcularly, they asked for assistance in preventing their
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children from being victims of traffic accidents or getting
ill as a result of rat bites in vermin infested housing
schemes. These early actvist geographers duly re
searched the relevant patterns and processes, putting
their skills in data acquisition, processing, and mapwork
to the service of their local hosts, notably when acting
as ‘advocates’ for them in dealings with the municipal
authorities (who were prepared to listen to the aca
demics, whereas they seemingly remained deaf to the
residents themselves). However, this experiment did not
last for long, as the University of Detroit, disturbed by
this emerging constellation of academia and activism, put
blocks in the way which eventually led to the departure
of Bunge from the institution, and to his colleagues and
their students returning from the streets to the library.
Bunge himself became involved in trying to establish
something equivalent in Toronto, while parallel moves
briefly fluttered in other cities like London, but by the
mid 1970s the promise of advocacy geography had
largely petered out, albeit still being remembered today
as a beacon of alternative possibilities and arguably an
important precursor of more recent attempts at marrying
activism with the geographical academy.

Toward More Fully Activist Geographies

Since the 1970s, Marxist, feminist, and, more broadly,
radical and critical geographers have produced out

standing scholarship and theorizing, substantively
researching sociospatially constituted oppressions, in

equalities, and injustices. Yet, there has often remained an
uneasiness about the relative disconnect between such
work and the potential of the discipline to contribute
genuine activist interventions aiming to right the wrongs
of such oppressions and the like as grounded in particular
in peoples, places, and issues. Moreover, as Lynn Stacheli
and Don Mitchell note in their 2005 paper, while theo

retical developments in the discipline have perhaps
drawn geography closer to the heart of the main debates
in the social sciences and humanities, they may have
simultaneously drawn it further from the social move

ments, political formations, policymakers, and lay people
that many geographers hope to reach. In a similar vein,
writing a few years earlier, Noel Castree had worried
about the dangers of ‘domesticating critical geography’,
such that critical scholarship actually becomes a new
trendy currency of the discipline, rewarded in the likes
of research quality assessment exercises, but strangely
divorced from real contexts of deprivation, struggle, and
the need for change. As a result, and dating back at least
to Nick Blomley’s 1994 provocation, some geographers
have lamented the separation between critical sectors of
the discipline and activism going on ‘outside’ the acad

emy. Hence, calls have been heard for geographers of a

radical or critical persuasion to become politically
engaged outside the academy in social movements,
community groups, protests, and other moments where
resisting others seek to take control of their own
destinies.

One of the clearest articulations has been by Duncan
Fuller and Rob Kitchin, in introducing their 2004
edited e volume on Critical Theory/Radical Praxis, who
argued that academics have a social responsibility, given
their training, access to information, and freedom of
expression, to make a difference on the ground through
activist research. Drawing upon feminist praxis, they see
the role of the academic as primarily that of an enabler or
facilitator, acting in collaboration with diverse com
munities. Radical activist praxis is thus committed to
exposing the sociospatial processes that (re)produce in
equalities between people and places; challenging and
changing those inequalities; and then bridging the divide
between theorization and praxis. Fuller and Kitchin be
moan the fact that there is still some scholarly distance
between geographers’ activism and their teaching, re
search, and publishing activities, with radical activist
praxis consisting of little else beyond academic writing
and pedagogy (not that the possibilities of these activities,
critical pedagogy especially, should be neglected). They
posit that the structural constraints arising from the de
sire to maintain the power of the academy in knowledge
production, and the desire to shape the education system
for the purposes of the neoliberal szatus quo, inevitably but
debilitatingly work to (de)limit the work of radical and
critical geographers.

Thus, a variety of activist geographies (not always
explicitly named as such) have begun to appear. These
have been practiced by various geographers operating
from different institutional bases and with varying levels
of involvement in different worldly situations of social
injustice (in both the Global North and the Global
South). Such initiatives include, but are not limited to,
‘people’s geography’, as embodied in the People’s
Geography Project organized out of the University of
Syracuse, with its effort at making research and geo
graphical concepts relevant to social struggles ‘for’ (and
to an extent ‘by’) the people, for example, through the
Syracuse Hunger Project; ‘critical development work’,
marked by the efforts to construct venues for community
or organizational input on development and planning
work, positioned by R. Howitt in 1993 as ‘applied peo
ple’s geography’; and ‘autonomous geographies’, as out
lined by Jenny Pickerill and Paul Chatterton in 2006, not
only studying but also actively seeking to contribute to
the building of “spaces where there is a desire to con
stitute non capitalist, collective forms of politics, identity
and citizenship” (p. 730).

Particular reference might also be made to ‘partici
patory geographies’, an emerging body of work centralizing
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the importance of geographical researchers more or less
fully participating in the lifeworlds of research subjects,
and/or the participation of those research subjects in the
production of geographical research. In this work, ques
tions about the researcher’s entangled responsibilities
to these research subjects are always foregrounded (and
also discussed further on). Bunge’s advocacy geography
had urged this participatory moment, but so too, in a
less overtly politicized manner, have various inputs to the
discipline emerging from the ethnographic sensibilities
of anthropologists and (some) sociologists. Coupled with
a diversity of other conceptual, methodological, and
ethico political impulses, not least derived from feminist
and postcolonial literatures and practices, a trajectory
of engagement (on occasion named as participatory
geographies) can now be identified, leading to the major
book on this theme in 2008 edited by Sara Kindon,
Rachel Pain, and Mike Kesby.

The extent to which participatory and activist geog
raphies converge or diverge is an important question,
while there are clear overlaps in the geographers in
volved, and clearly many shared ethics and politicized
senses of responsibility, there is arguably a distinction in
the extent to which activist geographies commit to an
overt and actively engaged politics of social justice (which
also commonly if not always marks out the groupings
with whom they elect to ‘participate’). In other words, for
some participatory geographers, it may be enough just to
participate, with the danger of ‘going native’ and so
closely empathizing with the peoples and places under
study, being that the possibility of a critical perspective is
largely eroded. For activist geographers, the challenge 1s
to participate in enabling transformative social change.
However, while sharing in others’ everyday worlds, an
onus remains to be alert to when social injustices — maybe
practices of dominating power — arise within the com
munities hosting the participant researcher, particularly
when such injustices mirror, or import, precisely those
wider socio spatial processes of oppression that the
activist researcher must remain committed to oppose
(whenever and wherever they appear, however un
comfortable that might then render their immediate
research relations).

Activist Methodologies, Collaborations,
and Everyday Life

This eruption of activist and related geographies within
the discipline is taking place at a time in which there
is increased social mobilization and conflict around
the world. Issues such as globalizing capitalism, trade
agreements, failed development, neoliberalism, and the
war on terrorism have been met by opposition ranging
from the Zapatista rebellion in Chiapas, itself both locally

played out and stretching its influence and effects
worldwide, to what Paul Routledge and Andrew Cum
bers term ‘global justice networks’ articulated through
global days of action, social forums, and violent insur
gencies (e.g., in Iraq). Hence, activism cannot be simply
bounded off from other aspects of everyday life; our lives
are always entwined with the lives of others — through the
legacies of colonialism, through flows of capital and
commodities, through modern telecommunications —
which demand that we as academics become politically
sensitive to the needs and rights of what Stuart Corbridge
termed ‘distant strangers’ in his influental 1993 paper.

Activist geographies require a broad interpretation of
activism. Not least because activist practices have fre
quently required the construction of allies and enemies
and the negative identification of outsiders, thereby cre
ating divisions rather than connections between diverse
communities, as noted by Chatterton in his 2006 paper.
Moreover, lan Maxey, writing a few years earlier, had
argued that activism is discursively produced within a
range of sites, including the media, grassroots organiza
tions, and academia, and this has led to a restrictive view
of activism that emphasizes dramatic, physical, and even
‘macho’ forms of action. However, Maxey argues that
the social world is produced through everyday acts and
thoughts in which we all engage, and he therefore
understands activism to be the process of reflecting and
acting upon exactly this condition. This means that
everybody is an activist, engaged in some way in pro
ducing the world, and reflexivity enables people to place
themselves actively within this process and for geog
raphers thereby to become overtly activist:

By actively and critically reflecting on the world and our
place in within it, we are more able to act in creative,
constructive ways that challenge oppressive power
relations rather than reinforce them. (Maxey, 1999: 201)

Such an interpretation opens up the field of activism
to everybody, and serves to entangle the worlds of aca
demia and activism, as Paul Routledge has insisted in his
1996 discussion of the ‘third spaces’ between academia
and activism. There are no preconceptions about the
forms that such an engagement might take; and the
importance of this inclusive definition is that it is a
palliative to the privileging of certain forms of activism
over others, and to the exclusivist and domineering
tendencies that occur in certain activist discourses.
Indeed, a relational understanding of the activism that
stresses connection and negotiation between diverse
(activist, academic, and lay) communities is required to
enable what Paul Chatterton terms “learning, acting and
talking together on uncommon ground” (2006: 277).

As a minimal requirement, nonetheless, activist
geographies must always stress the inseparability of
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knowledge and action, impelling them to be self
consciously interventionist in approach. For a critical
geography to be fully critical, one must therefore ‘walk
the walk’ as well as ‘talk the talk’, that is, one must be
critically engaged in some way with those others with
whom one is conducting research. Such an approach
grants no special privileges to the researcher and
acknowledges that our understanding of the world as it is
and our actions to achieve a world as it ‘ought’ to be
are inseparable. Through such a broad approach, and
through a variety of possible engagements, geography can
be made relevant to ‘real world concerns’, producing a
very different version of ‘relevance’ than that pedalled
by the spatial scientists in the 1970s ‘relevance debate’
(as mentioned above) and their inheritors in more recent
exchanges.

Activist methodologies are conceptualized with an eye
to both communication and emancipation, confronting,
and seeking solutions to, issues of social, economic, and
environmental injustice. They are conceptualized and
carried out in collaboration with activist (and sometimes
academic) others — the precise contours of such col
laboration being worked through in cooperation with
those others, and including the possibility that some
research will actually not be participatory at all, but
carried out ‘covertly’ with certain powerful groupings
in order to generate findings useful to resisting others.
Such methodologies can be written about in a variety of
ways in both academic and nonacademic forums, the
extent of authorial distance from one’s subject matter
being a matter of personal choice rather than academic
protocol. Critical engagement with issues of (in)justice
can invest such narratives with political and emotional
power, however, precisely because the activist researcher
is writing from within a particular issue or struggle.
Critical engagement also implies an active process of
attempting to bring about specific outcomes (in practices,
policies, etc.), and, while such involvement can raise
concerns about the ‘bias’ of the researcher, particularly
when viewed through standard protocols of academic
knowledge production, this risk can be ameliorated
through a critical reflexivity on behalf of the researcher.

Because the personal is political and relational, an
activist geography implies a commitment to deconstruct
at least some of the barriers that exist between academics
and the lives of the people they professes to represent, so
that scholarly work interprets and effects social change,
again as had been the ideal for the advocacy geographers
of the late 1960s and early 1970s. Critical collaborative
engagement with resisting others must recognize that
academics are entangled within broader powers of asso
ciation and intellectual production — with the institutions
that employ us and/or fund our research, and their
location within a global hierarchy that privileges
the West’s economic systems, institutions, and policy

‘experts’ at the expense of those of the rest of the
world. Such associations grant ‘us’ certain securities and
advantages — for example, economic, political, and rep
resentational — that may not be enjoyed by those with
whom we collaborate. Hence, academics frequently enjoy
a range of privileges that may include mobility, funding,
class, ethnicity, gender, and nationality.

Activist geographies seek to make these privileges
work in political ways that attempt to effect social, en
vironmental, and political change. This implies that the
‘field” of our fieldwork becomes “located and defined in
terms of specific political objectives” which “ideally work
toward critical and liberatory ends” (Nast, 1994: 57). It
further requires an ethics of struggle to be developed
within academia, one that is ‘with’ resisting others as
well as ‘for’ them, and that accepts moral and political
responsibility as a crucial act of self constitution. As
Doreen Massey notes, such responsibility is relational,
embodied, and implies extension (ie., not necessarily
being restricted to the immediate or the very local).
Taking on board such geographies of responsibility
involves at least seven processes.

Responsible Activist Geographies

First, the motivation of activist geographies is to develop
practices aimed at social transformation rather than
merely the ‘production of knowledge’ and/or the ‘solv
ing’ of ‘local’ problems. Activist research moves beyond
the acquisition, cataloging, ordering, and the publishing
of information toward jointly producing knowledge with
resisting others to produce critical interpretations and
readings of the world which are accessible, understand
able to all those involved, and actionable, as Paul
Chatterton e al. argue.

Second, activist geographies nurture a politics of
affinity with others. The connections and solidarities
forged with resisting others is a key part of activist
research, implying a common identification of problems
and desires among groups or individuals committed to
social change, as well as a desire to work together to
confront and reverse a set of issues which have a common
effect on all the people concerned. Practically, affinity
consists of a group of people who share common ground
(friends, lovers, shared beliefs and dreams, etc.), and
who can provide supportive, sympathetic spaces for its
members to articulate, listen to one another, share con
cerns, emotions, hopes, and fears. The politics of affinity
enables people to provide support and solidarity for one
another. Ideally, such a politics of research should be
built on consensual decision making, which is non
hierarchical and participatory, embodying flexible and
fluid modes of action. The common values and beliefs
articulated within the politics of affinity consttute a
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‘structure of feeling’ resting upon collective experiences
and interpretations, which are cooperative rather than
competitive, all predicated upon taking political action.
The 1dea of consensus here is based upon the notion of
mutual solidarity, constructing the grievances and aspir

ations of geographically and culturally different people as
always interlinked — a key claim of Thomas Olesen’s work
on ‘international Zapatismo’ in 2005. Mutual solidarity
enables connections to be drawn that extend beyond the
local and particular, by recognizing and respecting dif

ferences between people, while at the same time recog

nizing similarities (e.g., in people’s aspirations). It is also
about imagining global subjectivities through similarities
of experience, recognizing the shared opportunities, and
techniques of struggle. Putting mutual solidarity into
practice means co producing contextually relevant
knowledges which are useful and accessible to groups in
their struggles, perhaps taking the form of pamphlets,
guides, and websites, which may be more readily used
and understood by the general public.

Third, acuvist geographers must be attentive to, and
negotiate, problematic power relations that exist between
(research) collaborators. It is crucial to theorize and
negotiate both the differences in power between col
laborators and the connections forged through such
collaboration, and it is important to note that these
differences in power are almost always diverse and
entangled. Collaborations between activist geographers
and others are neither relationships of difference
articulated through an objectifying distance, nor rela
tionships of sameness based upon entirely commensurate
backgrounds, interests, and ambitions, since “situating
knowledge through [hypothetical] transparent reflexivity
gives no space to understanding across difference” (Rose,
1997: 313). Rather than ‘map’ distance and difference
between distinctly separate agents, activist geographers
ask how difference — for instance, regarding power
relations — 1s constituted, tracing its destabilizing emer
gence during the research process itself. Indeed, the
activist, researcher, and ‘public’ are all essentialisms
which obscure common agendas and links which
could emerge between collaborators and negates more
hybrid senses of self. What Henry Giroux called ‘border
pedagogy’ in 1992 eschews fixed notions of ‘us’
and ‘them’, recognizing the many ruptures between
groups, and embracing and questioning differences and
newness.

Negotiating power relations means working with
groups to uncover structures of power to empower
people to take control of their own lives. The pedagogical
project of the Brazilian educator, Paulo Freire, developed
in the 1970s, has insisted on the dialectical relationship
between the oppressor and the oppressed. It is only
through this dialectical relationship that we can unpack
relationships and causalities which structure injustice.

Through this we can acknowledge that there is op
pression and inequality, not merely external oppression
of the ‘other’, but that ‘we’ too are subject to oppression
and in turn subject others to it, thereby reproducing it.
The double movement here requires both recognizing
our own role in perpetuating inequality and injustices
and larger examples of systematic oppression, as also
argued, albeit from the differing coordinates of liberatory
and post structurally inflected Christian theology, by
Paul Cloke in his diagnosis for “living ethically and
acting politically in human geography.” However, in the
collaborative politics of affinity, power accrues to dif
ferent people at different times, depending on the con
text. Activist academics are frequently in a position of
power by virtue of their ability to name the categories,
control information about the research agenda, define
interventions, and indeed to ‘come and go’ as so called
research scientists. Yet, because power circulates, in dif
ference and in unity, in relations of empowerment and
disempowerment, there are still certain ‘powers’ that
accrue to research subjects within the research process,
ones that might empower as well as disempower the
activist academic. Just as “we need to listen, con
textualise, and admit to the power we bring to bear as
multiply positioned authors in the research process”
(Nast, 1994: 59), so we also need to be attentive to the
power that our collaborators bring to the research process.
Through the conduct of action with others, bonds of
association are forged that are crucial to the creation of
common ground. Such considerations are intimately
entwined with what Laura Pulido called ‘the interior life
of politics’ the entanglement of the emotions, psycho
logical development, souls, passions, and minds of
activist academic collaborators. An ‘engagement with
emotion’ is thus the fourth process of activist geog
raphies, not least because transformative encounters
based on solidarity often come from our deep emotional
responses to the world. Politically, emotions are intim
ately bound up with power relations and also with
relations of affinity, and are a means of initiating action.
We become politically active because we feel something
profoundly, such as social injustice or ecological de
struction. This emotion triggers changes in us that mo
tivates us to engage in politics, and it is our ability to
transform our feelings about the world into actions
that inspires us to participate in political action. Affinity
with others under such conditions creates intensive
encounters, what Hakim Bey termed as ‘seizure of
presence’, wherein practical politics — embodied, inter
subjective, and relational — are practiced. Collaborative
association necessitates interaction with activist others,
through the doing of particular actions and the experi
encing of personal and collective emotions, through
creativity and imagination, and through embodied,
relational practices that produce political effects.
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Fifth, activist geographies attempt to engage in pre
figurative action: that is, to embody visions of transfor
mation as if they are already achieved, thereby calling
them into being. There are many examples of post
capitalist ways of living already part of the present, as
J. K. Gibson Graham have argued in their claims about
building new postcapitalist ontologies, providing a spur
for activist geographies to contribute to the creation of
other realities, what Harvey terms ‘spaces of hope’.
Moreover, collaborations are not just about action in the
research process, but also about how the research process
can contribute to wider activism like protests, demon
strations, events, etc. In a similar vein, and sixth process,
activist geographies attempt to create spaces for action:
that is, physical spaces that can be created and occupied
in building commonality and connection between
different groups unmediated by consumer relations or
profit, those autonomous geographies discussed by Jenny
Pickerill and Paul Chatterton. These common places
seek opportunities for transformative dialog, mutual
learning, and (creative) conflict. They form participatory
spaces for building modes of understanding, encounter,
and action, which are inclusive, nurture creative inter
action with others independent of electoral politics, and
can lead to critical reflection and interventions.

Finally, activist geographies are concerned with
relational ethics. Ethical considerations raise crucial
questions concerning the role played by concepts of so
cial (in)justice in geographical research, and the extent to
which ethical conduct is desirable, definable, and/or
enforceable in the practice of geography. Laura Pulido
suggests there are three benefits to cultivating a dialog on
ethics in political activism. First, we cultivate relations of
honesty, truth, and interpersonal acknowledgement, and
so it 1s important for activist academics to be open about
their ‘dual’ positionalities of activist and academic when
collaborating with others. Second, it allows us to build a
genuine moral language, in which case Pulido argues that
historically the Left has settled for making arguments
based on policy, fiscal analyses, legal precedents, and
history to the almost complete exclusion of ethics. Third,
it contributes to us becoming more fully conscious
human beings, in that, while political consciousness
is distinguished by its focus on structures, practices,
and social relations of societal and global power, self
consciousness refers to self knowledge, including the
understanding of one’s past and present; one’s motiva
tions, desires, fears, and needs; and one’s relationship
with the larger world — hence nurturing a politics of both
affinity and relationality.

The ethics of activist geography need to be relational
and contextual, a product of reciprocity between col
laborators, and negotiated in practice. Relational ethical
positionalities need to be for dignity, self determination,
and empowerment, acknowledging that any collaborative

‘we’ constitutes the performance of multiple lived worlds
and an entangled web of power relationships. Collabor
ation can enable what J. K. Gibson Graham termed
in 1994 a ‘parual identification’ between ourselves and
resisting others, as well as an articulation of a temporary
common ground wherein relations of difference and
power (concerning gender, age, ethnicity, class, sexuality,
etc.) are negotiated across distances of culture, space, and
positionality in the search for mutual understanding.
A relational ethics is based on the notion of difference in
relation, constituted in an intersubjective manner where
difference is neither denied, essentialized, nor exoticized,
but rather engaged with in an enabling and potentially
transformative way. A relational ethics is also about
‘decolonizing’ oneself, getting used to not being the
expert, and it is about mutual solidarity through the
process of mutual discovery and knowing one another.
A relational ethics is attentive to the social context of
collaboration and our situatedness with respect to that
context, and it is enacted in a material, embodied way; for
example, through relations of friendship, solidarity, and
empathy.

Activist geographies seek to embrace a politics of
recognition that identifies and defends only those dif
ferences that can be coherently combined with social and
environmental justice. Hence, when the original proposal
for this encyclopaedia was mooted, many activist geog
raphers who were asked to contribute boycotted the
project. This was because the publisher, Elsevier, was
owned by a corporation, Reed International, which was
actively involved in organizing arms trade fairs. It
was only when Reed International agreed to end its in
volvement with the arms trade that some of those
geographers who had boycotted the project finally agreed
to participate.

Activism and Academia: Contradictory
Spaces?

Many of the remarks above gesture to the complications
of working in the ‘third space’ between activism and
academia, not least because the academy is traditionally
suspicious of highly engaged, participatory, and trans
parently ethico politically ‘committed’ inquiry, but
also sometimes because activists are (often justifiably)
suspicious of what these academics are ‘really’ after
(ultimately career boosting or wishing to make a ‘real’
contribution?). Pursuing activist methodologies may
entail problems and privations on behalf of (young)
academics, for example, through delays in promotion, or
failure to gain tenure, and such difficulties may be par
ticularly acute within the increasingly neoliberal uni
versity system. However, being actively involved outside
of the academy in order to effect some form of social
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change can be both a rewarding personal experience as
well as bringing potental insights into one’s academic
work. There are many examples of geographers who have
become involved, in different ways, ethico politically,
and who have discussed the hazards and potentials
of such engagement; notably the contributors to the
‘Research, action and ‘critical’ geogaphies’ theme issue of
Area in 1999 and the recent e volume edited by Fuller
and Kitchin (mentioned earlier).

Activist desires sit in an uneasy relationship to that
academic desire to conduct research and to be published.
The acuvist and the academic are usually identities
performed on different stages and for different audiences,
which necessitates a careful negotiation of the different
powers at work in the collaboration process — ‘our’ own
power as activist academics, the entangled relations
of power between us and our collaborators, and the
limitations, possibilities, and deployments of these vari
ous powers. Within these entangled powers the import
ance of reflexivity cannot be underestimated, since
we miss an important dimension of self reflexivity if
we neglect to examine our own capacity to facilitate
change in the lives of others in addition to merely rep
resenting them. Although critical collaboration enables
academics potentially to play a greater role in effecting
social change, the entangled powers that are entailed sit
uneasily together, and thus we need to acknowledge an
embodied politics that is committed, yet partial in per
spective. Creating common ground with resisting others
serves to highlight and ‘ground’ differences (in language,
ethnicity, power, access to resources, etc.) in particular
ways in particular places. When placed in such active
proximity, difference (in ways of being, talking, and act
ing) can be both recognized and negotiated.

Activist geographic praxis acknowledges the import
ance of letting myriad flowers bloom in the academic
imagination, while recognizing the importance of tem
pering the privilege of academics to pursue personal
research agendas with an ethics of political responsibility
to resisting others. Such responsibility extends beyond
teaching within the academy (to relatively privileged
students), in order for academic research to “make its
deliberations more consequential for the poorer eighty
per cent of the population of the world” (Appadurai,
2000: 3). Actvist geographies are concerned with
grounding our theories and imaginations in the messy
unpredictability of everyday life, and embodying radic
alism that situates the geographical and academic im
agination within the key political debates and actions of
our time — thereby always politicizing the personal. For
example, we might be actively resisting rather than be
moaning or complying with the neoliberal restructuring
of academia; or we might be practically living alternative
geographical possibilities in addition to theorizing about
the radicalizing of geography to engage actively with ‘the

wretched of the Earth’. In particular, activist geographies
can contribute to the creation of new political spaces and
potentially new forms of collaborative power. Myriad
forms of engagement are possible: as activist academics,
we can reclaim streets, blockade military bases, and
barricade corporate offices; occupy land, warehouses, and
unoccupied houses; use our skills in popular health
and education outreach; participate in social centers,
infoshops, guerrilla gardens, and independent media
initiatives; culture jam and decommodify corporate/
private space; contribute to direct democracy and
autonomist experiments in everyday living through
practising consensus based politics; engage in the
long term work of contributing to, and constructing, so
cially just and environmentally sustainable communities.
Ultmately, activist geographies prioritizes grounded,
embodied political action, the role of theory here being
to contribute to, be informed by, and be grounded in such
action, in order to create and nurture mutual solidarity
and collective action, a liberatory politics of affinity.

See also: Anarchism/Anarchist Geography; Applied
Geography; Feminism/Feminist Geography; Field
Geographies; Marxism/Marxist Geography |; Marxism/
Marxist Geography II; Participatory Action Research;
People’s Geography; Spatial Science.
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Actor-Network Theory
Material Relationalism

The origins of actor network theory (ANT) can be
traced to science and technology studies (STS) and
sociology of scientific knowledge (SSK) in the early
1980s. The approach has from the start been especially
associated with the figures of Bruno Latour, Michel
Callon, and John Law, who are much inspired by the
French philosophers Michel Foucault, Michel Serres,
Gilles Deluze, and Felix Guttari. ANT has spread to
different areas of the social sciences and has, since the
mid and late 1990s, increasingly been felt in some of the
subdisciplines of human geography.

From the outset, the central theme of ANT has been
the emergence of societal order. Thus many AN'T studies
have revolved around questions of how order is accom
plished and made stable in time and space. In general,
ANT can be described as a methodological device based
on a particular worldview which aims at tracing the
practices through which society is assembled. ANT can
thus be framed as a practice based perspective, but
compared to other such approaches it stands out due to
its grounding in material relationalism or material
semiotics, clearly expressed by the principle of ‘general
symmetry’. This 1s a methodological principle that states
that researchers should refute all pre given distinctions
between classes of possible actors (natural/social, local/
global, and economic/cultural) and treat these categories
as symmetrical effects of relational practices. Con
sequently, ANT approaches the world as consisting of
heterogeneous relations and practices through which
humans and nonhumans alike are treated as possible
actors. This basically means that we cannot take anything
as given, as everything is an effect of relational practices.
Actors are assembled and structures are arranged in a
recursive process of networking or translation. Through
the filter of ANT, the world is depicted as a mobile ar
rangement. It thus seeks to abandon much of the con
ceptualization of the modern episteme that rests on
binary terms and dichotomous relations between purified
categories such as nature and society. AN'T has sought to
highlight the frailty of the modernistic worldview and
underline how the making of society demands association
of diverse elements that never exist as pure categories cut
off from wider fabric of relations. Two characteristic
terms that cast light on this associational process are
immutable mobiles and centers of calculation. The idea

of immutable mobile refers to the general term of in
scription that describes how an entity may be trans
formed into a stable object. An immutable mobile is an
object that holds its shape even when it is displaced in
time space. As such it is a crucial component in the
mechanism of the modernistic worldview. Centers of
calculation refer to the sites of transformation, that is, the
location where immutable mobiles are drawn together,
assembled, and calculated.

To explicate the argument and the worldview of AN,
it 1s useful to run through the meaning of the key con
cepts of ANT: actor, network, and theory. The principle
of general symmetry is instrumental for a quite different
understanding of each of the concepts from what is usual
within the social sciences.

Actors

In ANT, an actor is a relational effect. Hence, agency is a
matter of accomplishment or a collective achievement
produced through the enactment of networks but not an
inherent trait of particular subjects such as humans. This
implodes the conventional distinction between subjects
and objects. Instead of being cut off from each other, ANT
views them as relational. Objects are thereby not passive
components of our world, they are ‘quasi objects’, meaning
that they are capable of agency as they affect all inter
action. Most importantly, objects and materials are able to
stabilize social interaction, rendering it more durable than
pure social acts. Humans would only be naked bodies
without their props and it is only through interaction —
networking — with materials they become (human) actors.
Hence, for ANT, the solid individual actor is nonexistent
until it has been stabilized as such through relational
ordering. This basically means that ANT treats all actors
as hybrids and perceives agency as spun between different
actants in networks. Thereby, there is no pure element but
everything is part of bundles of heterogeneous networks.
The point ANT 1is making is that the division that can be
recognized in the world between the active human subjects
and the passive material objects is not given in the order of
things. It has to be worked upon, practiced, enacted, and
re enacted in order not to crumble down.

Networks

The conventional view on networks depicts them as a
sort of channel between nodes stretched across Euclidian
space. The nodes can, for example, be people connected
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through social networks or places linked through a net

work of transportation. Within those channels, reciprocal
exchange or transport of various sorts can take place, for
example, of information, trust, goods, and money. The
network concept undergoes changes on two fronts within
ANT. First, it 1s not either social or material but made up
of series of heterogeneous actants. This means that net

works are always actor networks. Hence, the social is not
some stuff that is transported along system of pipelines
but rather a part of and an outcome of the relational
practices of networking. Second, it follows that the work
inherent in networks, which is carried out by hetero

geneous actants is highlighted. Hence, network cannot be
thought as distinct from practices as they necessarily
emerge through those. One of the implications of this is
that one cannot automatically trust networks as lines of
transport. They emerge through series of transformative
practices; they are translations. Actor networks may be
ordered in ways which make them capable of transport

ing objects intact over distance but that demands work
and effort by diverse actors, to make them immutable
objects. Actor networks are thereby more fluid and in

secure but also more material than most other networks
in the social sciences.

Theory

The concept of theory does also shift its meaning in
relation to ANT. The ANT approach should be under
stood as a theory of what to study rather than an inter
pretive framework of the world. The concept of
translation can be used to cast light on this. Within AN
translation refers in general to the relational practices
through which actors come into being, that is, the work
involved in actor networks. The concept highlights how
actors must constantly work in relations for assembling
an order to live by. Translation in this sense is a process
of establishing communication or making connections
between actants. The theory of ANT is nothing more and
nothing less than this: in order to gain some insights into
the different ways actors use to order their lives, it is
necessary to follow their actor networks, that is, their
translations. It is through translation that actors (and
networks) can grow by recruiting ever more actants
under their power and thus construct an order. However,
translation 1s a precarious process, which demands a lot
of work if it is to create what appears as a solid order and
it follows that even though an order may seem durable, it
should not be taken as permanent or ever reaching a final
level stabilization.

These key concepts are instrumental for the study
policy of ANT. AN stresses an empirical investigation —
the tracing of relations — and the description of these.
Explanations should emerge out of detailed descriptions
and are thus local to the network under study but not

transcendent of it. As such, ANT seeks to illuminate the
emergent patterns of order and/or disorder. In turn, the
social cannot be used as explanation but is part of what
has to be explained. Early ANT studies, because of this
objective, sometimes had a penchant to functionalistic
descriptions of relational configuration, where everything
seems to turn into networks. In recent years many stu
dents of ANT have sought to distance themselves from
such inclinations and given up the hope to reach the end
point of network order.

Critical Remarks

At least three critical points to ANT have been raised:
First, some would argue that ANT inspired approaches
are not the most obvious choice for studies of cultural
imaginations, geographical imaginations, nationalistic
projects, and the like. While some ANT studies do not
discuss the discursive framing of practices much, this is
however not the case with all ANT inspired research. It
can thus not be taken as an inherent weakness of the
general approach. Somehow along the same line, ques
tions of power, domination, oppression, and colonization
are not always made explicit. This is in spite of the ob
vious inspiration from Michael Foucault, the familiarity
with much work flowing from feminist studies on these
matters, and the fact that some ANT researchers have
worked explicitly with power relations. Clearly, however,
normative positions are usually not spelled out by ANT
proponents themselves. Finally, there is the critique that
ANT makes fluids a fetish, appealing to almost liberalist
notions of the freedom of movement. But while there is a
risk that ANT can be used this way, this does not need to
be the case as a variety of studies show. Here it may be
noted that two of the main advocates of the approach,
Latour and Law, have distanciated themselves from the
ANT label after 1999 (the publishing year of Actor Ner
work Theory and After) although the former has reclaimed
it, most notably, in an introductory book to the approach
published in 2005.

Moves into Geography - Bypassing
Dualisms

The move of ANT into the realm of human geography
happened parallel to a general conceptual development
in the field. This was not least expressed by the cultural
turn, the general rise of feminist studies to prominence,
and a broad relational view as, for instance, framed in the
non representational theory. The import of ANT per
spective into the fields of human geography mainly took
place along two interconnected routes, both of which
were inspired by the principle of general symmetry. In
both cases, the prime motivation for turning to ANT was
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to bypass what seemed to be insolvable dualism in geo
graphical research practices.

First, during the mid 1990s geographers turned to
ANT as a source of inspiration for moving beyond the
traditional dichotomy between society and nature. For
many, the relation between society, culture, and nature
seemed too complex and messy to be easily fit into the
conceptual framework of modernity. Geographers in
Britain working along these lines included, for instance,
Jonathan Murdoch, Nigel Thrift, and Sarah Whatmore.
The borderline between what was natural and what was
social or cultural came across as increasingly fuzzy in
times of global warming, increasing mobilities, expanding
use of information technologies, evermore refined cyber
technology, and genetic sciences. The ANT approach
promised a way to bypass the dualism between nature
and society by shifting the focus away from & priori cat
egories toward the associations and relations through
which these were emergent. A very important element of
ANT in this regard was that it sees nature and the ma
terial as integral to the social and the cultural; the ma
terial is already there but is not given the status of an
add in variable in a cultural explanation of society as
human geographers were prone to do. Key concepts in
this regard are the hybrid and quasi objects. The argu
ment made by ANT is that all things are relational or
hybrids and if they seem to be solid bits and pieces it is
only the effect of work in nets. It is exactly through such
network that our modern world order that neatly sep
arates nature and society has emerged. Importantly, the
hybrid is not thought as a mix of two pure forms but
simply as a condition of the world where nothing 1s
thinkable outside relations. In the terminology of AN,
the world is like a seamless web and the challenge is to
follow how this web 1s broken up and ordered in the form
we recognize as, for instance, society and nature.

Second point of entry for ANT into the realm of
human geography was configured by a general debate on
philosophies of science. Roughly put, this discussion drew
its energy from a rift between those adhering to realism
(especially the natural sciences) and those advocating so
cial constructionism (especially the social sciences). As the
making of scientific knowledge was one of the earliest
domains of ANT research, ANT found itself somewhat
caught in the eye of the storm. It did not, however, fit
easily to either side of the argument. The proponents of
ANT framed the approach as much more material than
social constructionism and much more discursive than
realism. It thereby offered a middle way that could move
beyond the realist—constructionist impasse.

This offer was welcomed by human geographers who
saw the realist—constructionist discussion leading nowhere.
Early examples may be seen in Thrift's Spatial Formations,
published in 1996 and in the writings of Nick Bingham,
Steve Hinchcliffe, and Jonathan Murdoch. ANT

highlighted that hardcore social constructionism was the
flip side of hard core realism. While the former saw society
and culture as explaining everything, the latter gave the
power of explanation to natural laws or technical deter
minism. The principle of general symmetry is critical in
this regard. In short, the theorem of general symmetry
renders in principle all actants equal. The study policy of
ANT then aims at tracing the practical orderings under
lying our society and hence the ways power relations are
formed and stabilized. It can thus be said that ANT sug
gests a flat ontology with no taken for granted horizontal
or vertical hierarchies; it seeks to trace the becoming of
the ontological order we live by. Reality is thereby nothing
one can think up independent of the crude and concrete
effect of material presence. Cultural meaning is not in
scribed in a straightforward way onto material objects but
is emergent through relational practice. ANT thereby
contends that reality is indeed constructed, but it shifts the
focus away from the purely social to the practices of
ontological construction of the world, which takes place
through heterogeneous actor networks.

Economic Geography

Since the mid 1990s, ANT has been used in different
contexts of geographical research. One subfield which has
been affected by ANT is economic geography. For eco
nomic geographers, it was not so much the idea of hy
bridity or the ontological stress that was the most
interesting part of AN'T| but the centrality of the concept
of network. During the 1990s, economic geographers
paid more and more attention to the ways the economic
was situated in a wider fabric of social relations and
networks of cultural institutions in a search for more
nuanced accounts than were possible with the traditional
macro approach of political economy. The focus of an
alysis was increasingly put on the interconnections be
tween the cultural and the economic and how
socioeconomic linkages worked to shape the spatial or
ganization of the capitalistic market economy. Con
versely, relational concepts such as chains and network
gained ground. Often, conceptualizations of networks
took the form of strong social networks inside a bounded
region or place linked to a global scale through more
sparse or weak connections.

As was explicated above, ANT endorses a different
kind of network view than is usual within the social sci
ences. This may have prohibited its spread or general
acceptance in the field but it has also provided a particular
edge to the approach in the context of economic geog
raphy. ANT has thus not been taken on board by many
economic geographers but is however being increasingly
accepted and understood as a valuable device especially
due to its capacity to bypass dualisms such as between the
local and the global and the economic and the cultural.
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ANT made it possible to recast economy relevant
relations and their ordering in time and space. ANT sees
scale as problematic and does not recognize a distinction
between a local and a global level or a micro—macro
distinction. There are only networks, which are of dif
ferent lengths to be sure, but stll only networks that
emerge through practices. The implication of this is that
ANT highlights the work and the processes underlying
the more or less far reaching networks comprising eco
nomic activities. It offers a perspective to study the work
of localizing and globalizing, understood as practices that
render particular actor networks so stabilized and robust
that they can extend over long distances, even worldwide,
but still remaining local at all points. Not surprisingly,
the key elements for the extension of local networks are
material elements and nonhuman actors.

This approach makes macro theorizing of economic
processes, conventional in political economy, problematic
because that approach depends on a distinction between
local life world and global world of system logic in ex
plaining place specific effects of a globalized economy.
The ANT perspective formulates both the life world and
the structural logic as relational effects of actor networks.
The ANT approach also blows up the usual framework of
analysis used by institutional economic geographers,
which depends on a distinction between social inter
action on the microlevel, often seen as unfolding within a
bounded place, and macrolevel connections between
places. The reason is that more attention is given to di
verse forms of connectivity of places and regions. Places
are seen as coming into being through relations rather
than taken as fixed points that stabilize economic net
works. Similarly, markets are not taken for granted, but
understood as assembled and materialized through the
process of network. The geometric grid like surface of
the world on which economic life has been projected 1s
thereby increasingly being disrupted. Alternative spati
alities of economic activities are being developed, which
make use of topological thinking thus highlighting di
verse rationalities and relational configuration of eco
nomic practice in time and space.

Network Geographies

ANT can be said to be proposing network geographies.
There are two aspects of this proposal that need men
tioning: first are the basic characteristics of the geo
graphical imagination advocated by AN'T, and second is
the methodological implication of this perspective for
geographical research

Topological World

Space and time are central to ANT. Actor networks ne
cessarily depend on nonhuman actors for extension across

space and durability in time. To trace the practices of
actor networks conversely involves shifting in time space;
space and time are entwined and emerge out of the en

actment of heterogeneous relations of actor networks. In
other words, ANT follows the networks and associations
which configure and shape the sociospatial landscape of
the world. Attention to time and space has often been an
implicit feature of ANT studies although it has been
central to the philosophies that ANT is based on, such as
in the work of Serres. Questions of space and time are
currently being increasingly addressed in ANT studies
that express both an interest by practitioners of ANT in
geography and by geographers in potentials of ANT.

Central to ANT is the process of translation, that is,
transformative practices that describe the making of
connections, assemblages, or associations. This is the
productive force of actor networks. When translation 1s
studied, it is evident that it enfolds combinations and re
combinations of diverse objects or actors. This is a pro
cess that plays with — and goes beyond — the relation
between proximity and distance. Actor networks thereby
render distant things seem proximate and conversely the
inclusion or exclusion from actor networks creates new
distances between actors.

These moves disturb the conventional geometric
conceptualization of space. The world is no longer a grid
like surface on which it is possible to draw stable and
enduring lines of proximities and distance. This kind of
Euclidian geometry and the cartographic geography that
builds on it is rather seen by ANT as one instance of
‘spacing’ and ‘timing’. Euclidian space is a particular form
of time space that does not have monopoly on spatial
imagination. There are possibilities, other ways of spa
cing and timing through which the sociospatial landscape
emerges.

ANT suggests a turn to topological ways of thinking.
Topologies can describe the relational ordering of spaces
for which geometry cannot give a good indication of
proximity and distance. Topology is not dependant on
linear time. It can deal with time spaces that come across
as fluid, mutable, or even flickering as fire. These are
spatialities that emerge through enactment of complex
and heterogeneous relations. Topology grasps socio
spatial realities that are beyond measurement but which
are all based on relations.

A topological world calls for topological geography —
a geography that can deal with complexity of relations
and networks. Topological world is a world of multiple
spaces. The Euclidian space is not written off but only
thought of as one possible way to order spatial con
figuration of relations enacted through actor networks.
Increasingly, the proponents of ANT and geographers
alike are pursuing such a multiple approach that recog
nizes the interference between forms of time spaces.
That demands an apprehension of how any object or any
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actor is part of and co producer of many time spaces. In
other words, an actor is basically an intersection of
multiple relations or to cite one of the old mantras of
ANT: Every actor is a network.

Methodologies

ANT] as a study policy, is characterized by emphasis on
description, where stress is put on following the re
lational practices of actor networks. In line with ethno
methodology, the researcher should trace the footsteps of
the actors under study and describe their ways of raising
the world. It follows that one should trust the actors so as
not to render them subject to external explanations. The
explanations coming from the study should be internal,
emerging out of the field of practice under study.

In this regard, it is important to highlight the re
lational worldview of ANT. The field is seen as always a
relational achievement and many of the practices going
on in every field revolve around its maintenance, or the
continual enactment and re enactment of the field. This
is a key point if the study is not to turn out to be a
functionalistic exercise in filling up a blank field with
descriptions of networks. It follows that the relations in
and out of the field in question are as important as what
goes on within it, as these constitute the field to a large
extent and hence, the boundary of a field is primarily a
practical achievement.

This relational understanding of the field has come as
an inspiration for geographers grappling with the geo
graphical dimensions of the field and fieldwork. The
common sense notion of the field in human geography has
been that of a bounded space, or at least a space that can
be metrically defined and located in Euclidian space.
Thinking of the field as an actor network that draws on
and enacts diverse time spaces opens up new pathways for
fieldwork. It becomes possible to move the focus from a
description of the content of a field — often predefined by
particular actors — toward the work and the contingencies
involved in constructing the field. ANT is thus able to
sensitize fieldworkers to their own role in constructing the
field they are describing. This underlines that an ever
present feature of fieldwork is that it partly creates the
field it describes as it carves out situated knowledges of it.

In sum, network geographies acknowledge the ontol
ogy of relational practices as a starting point of research.
They also acknowledge that the implication of that is a
slight confusion of ontology and epistemology, that is,
what the world is like and what can be known about that
world. Practitioners of network geography partly as
semble the time spaces they describe, through their re
search practice. The aim of such practice is not to find a
fit between an account of a field and its reality but rather
to find ways to move on, keep on course, or change it and
thereby not least to reflect on alternative routes of travel.

ANT has attained a place in the toolbox of con
temporary human geography. It has spread deeply into
different subdisciplines often as a part of more general
relational turn in the field. Taking the aforementioned
critiques into consideration it seems however, imperative
not to link AN'T too tightly to other network approaches,
simply because it is about much more than networks in
the conventional sense of the word. ANT is thereby an
important part of the inspiration to a broader new tra
dition of network geographies as it seeks to keep the
concept of network, fluid and mutable.

See also: Critical Realism/Critical Realist Geographies;
Cultural Turn; Feminism, Maps and GIS; Political
Economy, Geographical; Networks; Non-
Representational Theory/Non-Representational
Geographies; Regional Actors; Regional Development
and Noneconomic Factors.
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Glossary

Affect Affect is an experiential force and a material
thing that exists as a relational experience and a
phenomenological realm in a noninterpretative and
impersonal manner. As such it is a state of becoming,
given that it prestructures codified emotional responses
to physical experiences.

Immateriality The immaterial is that which is not
manifest in tangible physical form yet exists as
instructive, channelling, and formative in forms such as
dreams, intuition, ghosts, and imagination, etc. Its
existence and power rests more on belief than certain
knowledge but is nonetheless real in its affects.
Phenomenology Phenomenology is a conceptual
approach that prioritizes embodiment by arguing that the
role of the body is equal to that of the mind. As such
knowledge is based on the perception of objects in the
world and thus on what is apparent as mediated through
the body by vision, touch, smell, etc., as much as the
significations that make sense of such direct experience.
The Virtual The virtual is counterposed to the actual,
being a realm of real experience that shapes what
actually happens while also being suggestive of all the
multiple worlds that don’t get actualized. It is the pure
past, being all that has happened creating the conditions
for the emergence of the actual present, and an open
future, given that what actually happens influences what
is to come.

Introduction

Affect is at once an actual phenomenon and a virtual
force, a material effect and an immaterial disposition. As
a conception, it pairs dangerously close to our under
standings of emotion and therefore exists as something
familiar and seemingly knowable despite not having ob
jective tangibility. As a result of this it is often rendered
academically in fairly abstract and philosophically rich
but obscurantist terms. It is then a troublesome concept
to mobilize in the social scientific endeavor of doing
human geography. It is at once a seemingly necessary and
useful idea with which to confront and reveal key aspects
of practice, embodiment, and performative based
understandings of sociality, and at the same time steals
our intent as academics, forcing us to rethink the habitual
interpretations we live through, thus taking us into

unfamiliar ways of thinking that are not easily written up
fit for academic dissemination.

For human geography the study of affect comes at a
particular time in the history of the discipline, a child of a
fast and furious set of fashions emanating from the cul
tural, practice, and performative turns that have re
verberated across the field in the last 10-15 years. As a
phenomenon itself though it is of course nothing new
sitting inventively at that juncture where we attempt to
think through how we, both in the past and the present,
perceive the world through the senses. Herein Chris
topher Woolgar’s accounting of the senses in late medieval
England halts any dismissal of affect’s importance as
merely faddish. In terms of theorization, affect places us
close to philosophy’s heart, namely at that first, although
not originary, moment of intuitive comprehension; at the
edge of becoming in a becoming world where we can
never quite know exactly what is what and where we are.
Therefore questions of idealism, realism, essentialism, and
even materialism are recast as what was once assured in
terpretation housed in the phenomenology of intentional
consciousness gets fragmented, displaced, and shaken up.

In a sense then affect seriously disorientates the
modes by which we make academic accounts of the
world. This is particularly so with the body, the center,
and the origin of the logos in these affect based accounts,
whether discerned passive or active, which no longer
finds itself in relation to an outside world of lifeless
matter for matter now permeates its very being. Here a
concept of nature is presented in terms of a materialism
whereby one substance, that exists both as matter as force
and as force as matter, has many centers, perspectives, or
folds prior to any sense of a perceiving subject. The
humanist telos of a singular perspectival phenomenology
of perception is undone by a constructivist doubling of
sense wherein the sensible (what we feel) is rendered
simultaneous with the intelligible (understanding and
acting on that feeling). Consciousness and comprehen
sion do not prejudge action as intentional, rather action
takes place in the realm of the senses where the nerve
snap of taste — ‘disgusting” for example — informs and
infects the visceral cartography of the body before it is
apprehended and understood — as ‘sour’.

The philosophy of Gilles Deleuze is a significant re
source for human geography’s growing appreciation for
affect. In particular, Deleuze opens up the question of the
thought demanded in the empirical acceptance of affect,
pushing us to think affect heterogeneologically and dif
ferently accessed by philosophy, science, and art; and in
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the excitement of all this experimentation, in our own
bodies too. There are many research compounds here.
Philosophy and science ... Philosophy and art ... Sci
ence and art ....

Affect is then a concept that tasks social science to
think real experience again. Contra critiques that it is
more an engineered abstraction than an earnest ac
counting of a grounded encounter; it is empirically messy
and often explicitly sensuous. What is distinct is its re
moval from social constructions of everyday emotion,
from ideas that specific movements and feelings of the
sensible are intelligibly framed and thus tangible and
thus understandable. Affect is then the surplus that is not
socially constructed; it is instead the stuff of our being
and not the semiotic material that enables us to under
stand our being. Ultimately affect attends to the fact that
a lot of the world is unintelligible. It is then in excess of
epistemology and of consciousness, existing as a substrate
of potential bodily response, being auto motive or onto
genetic rather than willed.

Modes of Thinking Affect

Summarizing and working through the concept of affect,
it is helpful to think of it in four different ways. The first
two take affect to be a material thing, firstly under
standing it as a phenomena and secondly as a force; then
it can be addressed directly as a theory before finally
understanding affect as a mode of expression. So in what
follows each of these modes of thinking, affect will be
discussed in turn and references will be made to the way
in which affect has figured respectively in the work of
human geographers.

Affect as a Phenomenon

In relating to affect through phenomenon, a lot of re

search into affect attends to the affective capacities of our
bodies. One can categorize in this way the work done on
dance movement therapy, on neuroscientific experiment,
the appreciation of art, and so on. For this the work of
cultural and communication theorist, and translator of
Gilles Deleuze, Brian Massumi, has been the primary
source of ideas with Derek McCormack being the main
geographer working in this area. What this work does is
to take affect as exactly the medium through which the
body relates to the materiality of the world. Exampling
this, one can think on dance, as McCormack does, as
relations and movement that signal affect in the body’s
encounter with the volume of space, the proximity of
touch, and the connective rhythms of life produced
therein. In other words, the movement of air, the pump of
blood, the flow of adrenalin as the dancer and dance
unfold. The significant additive of thinking phenomenon
as and through affect is that it enables us to take a step

back from the intentional subject prevalent in the tradi

tional phenomenological tradition of Husserl and Mer

leau Ponty (although not exclusively these two thinkers
or indeed their work as a whole). Phenomena are thus
encountered prior to any subjective framing and are
rendered more in terms of felt intensity which produces a
kind of understanding before it can be signified and ar

ticulated. Thus the material phenomenological state of
being in the world is expressed in terms of a field of
sensible experience full of unqualified intensity.

Affect as a Force

What you then have is a shift in vocabulary and thus
conceptual purchase. Conceptual words such as intensity
— with concomitant economies of increase and decrease,
thresholds and reduction; and sensibility — with notions
of tendency, acquiescence, and intuition — come to the
forefront in accounts about affect. Such a shift is equally
an emphasis toward rendering affect as a somewhat
nebulous force rather than as ‘something’ that exists as a
directly graspable object. No longer something definite
like that finger pressing on the skin of another, but rather
the sensation of the flesh of the finger as it encounters the
sensible penumbra of other fleshy matter. Affect is then
this penumbra, it is like a force field; something felt,
something known to be there, but equally intangible in
being not quite there. Affect is then understood as an
invisible presence. Significantly this maintains that state
of understanding the world in a realm prior to any
heavy handed signification: thus it is not that your hand
is being stroked by a doctor or a lover (significant sig
nifications altering the event of the stroking in your
mind) but that the sensation itself is what matters, or at
least exists in a less reductive state than being a medical
examination or an amorous caress. Epistemologically the
focus is modified from attending to interpretations of
what things ‘mean’ toward an experimental endeavor to
find expressive space for thinking and presenting what
things ‘do’.

These two taken together, affect as phenomenon and
force, focus attention directly onto that of the body itself.
What this means is that we are understood as subjects
which are caught and situated as bodies within radiating
ripples and circuits of feeling, intensity, response, and
sensation, the flows of which wrap into and fold out of the
body that we call our own. There is then no such thing as
a singular subject but rather a series of potential sub
jectivities that are multiple and emergent. Affect places
the body in different ways and toward different under
standings of selfhood. It is helpful to think of the body in
affective terms as a surface of intensities whose regions
become folded to provide depth. The body is thus de
fined as the nexus of internal pain and external pleasure.
As such the body is understood as a receptacle for
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affective experiences, as something that remembers such
experiences as and through corporeal proclivities which
have a long hold on constituting our being by telling us
something about our past and aligning us to the present
as more or less open or closed to the current sensorium
in which we find ourselves. Illustrating this David Bis
sell's work, looking at how we acquiesce and become
differentially present with respect to affective intensities
in seemingly mundane practices, opens up interesting
edges to the work of embodiment in geography. This
comprehension of the body doesn’t then fit neatly into
the social interpretations we inevitably have and get
given to us. Shuddering and quivering the body shatters
expectation and opens up the obvious nature of seem
ingly self same encounters. As we are held within our
bodies, being literally embodied, affect redirects our lives
from their predictable journeys. However, this force is
not just physical — when something affects us, let us think
of this as two entities encountering each other, they be
come other than what they just were. Crucially this be
coming is something between the two, outside the two. In
this sense there is both a virtual and an agential dimen
sion to affect given that the body is always in transition
caught as it were on the waves of affect: ‘You don’t think
so much as go with the flow”. Affect is therefore vectorial
and not scalar: it crashes geography’s propensity to map,
replacing it with a passion for immediate diagramming.

The concept of becoming is crucial to the logic of
affect and the quintessential example for thinking this
through comes in the reinterpretation of Herman Mel
ville’s Moby Dick by Deleuze and Felix Guattari where
Ahab becomes the whale in what they call zones of in
discernibility that are here manifested in intensities of
whiteness and terror. Affect thus comes to be understood
as the nonhuman becomings of humankind. On the one
hand, there is the percept of the whale, this voluminous
and inerually present or absent proximate mass — a
nonhuman landscape of sea and animal — where it is the
proximity and geometry that situates the becoming body.
But crucially, and on the other hand, the percept does not
operate alone, for there is the affect, that becoming other
in the body in the encounter of this space of whale and
sea. Both the percept and the affect are wrested from
the perceptions and affections of the perceiving and
feeling subject. It is for this reason that with an extreme
suppleness the concept of affect opens doors in the
impasse between subjectivity and objectivity. In com
bination, percept and affect produce blocks of sensation:
visceral proximities across a whole host of media all
explicitly material — “the smile of oil, the gesture of fired
clay, the thrust of metal, the crouch of Romanesque
stone,” according to Deleuze and Guattari (1994: 166).
John Wylie’s phenomenological animation of landscape
within geography has been literally the most affecting
presentation of these ideas.

Affect as a Theory

Theorizing affect directly questions and seeks to expose
how we relate to each other, and the world, being pro
duced by the world in certain ways. Starting at the im
mediate level of the body emphasizes that before we
signify affective forces as emotional feelings such as love,
hate, envy, shame, pride, etc, we acknowledge that the
force itself delivers us to embrace or spurn that which we
encounter in the world. Love or hate, are thus registered
on a visceral level as desire or abjection in a way that is
more akin to just ‘following your nose’ than signifying and
framing, even if subsequently such frames enhance the
experience and even intensify the affect — for example,
your love in performances such as love letters or the words
‘T love you’. It is for this that affect as a theory is often
referred to as an ethological one: it defines an ethos in
terms of a pared down visceral way of behaving. The
concept of Parallelism, drawn from the work of
Baruch Spinoza and Deleuze’s translation of his ideas, is
useful in arguing that a movement of the body is si
multaneously a movement in the mind such that thinking
and doing equate to the same thing. Affect is then sub
sequently the active result of an encounter either as an
increase or decrease in the affective capacity of the body
and mind to act. Perhaps somewhat awkwardly for our
social scientific minds, Spinoza depicts these resulting
manifolds of affect in a romantic, poetic, and emotional
vocabulary, using the notion of joy when one’s capacity to
act is enhanced, and that of sorrow, when it is diminished.
Take the example of an arachnophobe whose hairs on the
back of their neck register the affect resulting in their
encountering of a spider and who then thus freeze in fear.
The affective capacity at some molecular level in the
arachnophobe’s body produces a diminished capacity to
act in the presence of those eight legged modes of nature.
It is the relation between the terms, between the body and
the spider itself, which presents the affect and not the
predominance in any shape or form of one of the bodies
over the other. Further, it is in this sense that affect speaks
of an impersonal relation of being affecting and affected,
and thus of something that exists between ‘you’ and it.
In this regard, the political theorist, William Connolly,
engages body /brain research in its obvious synergy with
the Parallelism of Spinoza’s concept of affect. In un
packing the contemporary scientific, cultural, and polit
ical terrain of body-brain culture relays he utilizes
recent scientific epistemological advances and ontological
developments in the field of neuroscience. As a result he
coins the term ‘neuropolitics’ to define and make visible
the politics at large in the cultural formations by which
specific body /brain processes are produced. In geography
Nigel Thrift has propagated many lines of research into
the neuropolitical, rendering them all in some extent
upon an understanding of the increasingly systematic
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knowledges behind the creation and mobilization of af
fect as precisely a means and resource for choreo
graphing our everyday lives in more or less subconscious
ways. In being a point of application between institution
and individual, Thrift’s work cautions the social sciences
to pay attention to formations through which affect as
such is being inducted politically for specific instru
mental ends in ways that offer up “new means of ma
nipulation by the powerful.”

Here, affect nestles into the project of non
representational theory and its practice and perform
ance based accent, for what is signaled 1s the
performance of ideology following Nietzsche’s dictum
that change is better gained by convincing the body than
disciplining the mind. A politics thus plays out around
the formal relation of the bodily capacity to be affected
and to affect, addressing all manner of spaces as gen
erative ecologies that solicit means of thinking as thought
in action. For example, one can think of crowds or the
‘team’ mentality in sport or military contexts, and so from
the event dimensions of dance floors to the football pitch
to the battlefield where moving—thinking without con
templation delivers ecstatic escapism, sublime craft, and
saves lives. There is a cautionary note to be had here, for
at work 1s a leveling of the human with nature and this
can lead to an unintentional slip into grandiose claims for
affect. It is too sweeping a concept for too little actual
empirical detail. The untimely and alternative work of
sociologist, Gabriel Tarde, again much used and valor
ized in the thinking of Deleuze, counters this and is the
current avant garde for expanding our appreciation of
the affective contagion of micro social mimicry (as
repetition) and innovation (as difference) in the scene of
different social milieus.

Affect as Expressed

In terms of human geography’s general uptake of the
concept of affect, this space of distinction between
affect and emotion has become both the key point of
application for ideas in this area and at the same time the
most contentious as can be seen by the exchange in the
papers between McCormack, Deborah Thien, and Ben
Anderson and Paul Harrison. The distinction can be
grasped as a spectrum from the autonomy of affect in its
open, impersonal, and unqualified form, to its capture
and expression in the qualified forms pertaining to
emotion.

Emotions are usefully understood as tangible mani
festations of affect. In this regard, emotions are the most
intense capture of affect in communicable and expres
sive terms. What the theory of affect makes explicit in
thinking through emotion is that there is always an ex
cessive, unqualified aspect to the qualified articulation of
the state of feeling — the emotion — such that although

words never quite do, they do become the means for
rendering visible the affects we are subjected to and
through which we become who we are. It is not the
words that count, it is the stuttering to articulate that
which 1s unarticulable as such, that renders partally
visible that which would otherwise remain painfully
incommunicable. Emotions are then affects as clothed in
language such that we can retrospectively communicate
the affective dispositions we have been delivered unto
and begin to understand their impact upon us with the
help of others. Questions have been raised and distinct
approaches have emerged in siding with either the pri
oritization of affect over emotion or emotion over affect.
In addressing affect first, the emphasis is in decon
structing the tendency to treat emotions as an authentic
register of something that can be captured and investi
gated as such. Affect is mobilized often precisely in its
move beyond biological essentialism and epistemological
certainty. Further, in here affirming a virtual openness,
the concept of affect stresses the politics of ‘world
making’ on a whole ambit of scales, enacting both a
vigilant stance against a reductionism in social-scientific
thinking and an exposure to the potential for creative
experimentalism.

On the other hand, taking emotion as the starting
point accentuates that everyday life is that which needs
to be addressed, that this is elided in conceiving of a
world beyond or before the human that thinking through
affect solicits, and that on a daily basis it is the social
constructions of affect as emotion that are the ways in
which people live and think through affect. One dir
ection out of this is to follow Massumi and argue that
the purchase of thinking the social through affect is
taxing because affect itself is of a different order to the
usual social scientific epistemological frameworks in that
it 1s inassimilable and is unknowlable as such. Affect and
emotion are both denigrated as a threat to reason: the
question then is to what extent, and in what different
ways, do affect and emotion disguise and distort reality,
distracting us by appealing to shallow sensibilities? This
move takes us beyond questions of obvious modes of
judgment whereby the ethos of affect affirms the creative
potential of a heightened awareness of such sensibilities.
The event, the singular, and the beauty of the unusual
are thus valorized. The other direction has been to
square up more directly with the emotional side, and
this has revealed itself most prominently in the uptake of
a more psychoanalytical perspective through the work of
Silvan Tomkins and the translation of that work into the
fields of queer theory and performativity by Eve Sedg
wick where desire scripts affect through emotionally
framed narrations such as shame and biologically indi
viduations such as smiling. Accommodating both these
directions Clare Hemmings offers a critically aware
overview.
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Conclusion: The Politics of Affect

For human geography, and for our roles as researchers,
thinking with and using the concept of affect plugs us into
the qualitative means and strategies we have for investi
gating the everyday worlds in which we live. Affect based
research thus operates a strong political gesture in dir
ecting attention to the affective affinities produced among
forms of life where we can think of Jane Bennett’s — and in
geography Jamie Lorimer’s charisma based — notion of
nonhuman entanglements; or to affect based accounts of
modes of living, for example, that of homosexuality in
Sedgwick’s work, best accounted for in geography by Jason
Lim; or to therapeutic practices as outlined by Jen Lea; or
of the material and historical power geometries of affect
commented on by Divya Tolia Kelly and the Materialist
ontologies of race argued for in Arun Saldanha’s work. All
of which moves us further toward communities of
understanding that are not only produced but also ac
knowledged as having been there already. As such, re
search approaches are transformed and social normatives
are stretched, exceeded, overcome, and replaced.

As the debate between affect and emotion shows, the
ability to construct enduring and determinable political
environments is an open and hotly debated question, and
thus a burgeoning research frontier. In particular, we can
see this in very everyday terms when identifying affect
with particular ecologies that afford specific affectual
practices. Affect therefore tasks human geographers to
think of the very specific renditions of the material effect
of affect. The point is to understand that different in
stitutional, visceral, and ecological situations access the
performative implications of affect in different ways: thus,
for example, think of the affective difference present in
(1) designed environments for work (be that medical and
counseling spaces, offices, shopping foyers, or army
training grounds); (2) our own body capacities (be they
differently sexed, ethnically marked, or physically able);
(3) ecological assemblages mediated by technology and
information (in the political mobilization of fear in times
of terror or scenario planning in preparation of the un
foreseen); and (4) human nature interfaces (be they the
domestication of animals, the cyborg folding of flesh and
technology, or the environmental impact of the man
made on equilibrium states). The sum effect is to sharpen
us toward thinking of the different technological and
visceral ways in which affect is achieved and is const
tutive of new worlds for living in, and that the intensi
fication of affect in thought and practice, where affect
literally breeds affect, leads us to map anew quite literally
the human of which geographers write.

See also: Actor-Network Theory/Network Geographies;
Becoming; Body, The; Dwelling; Feminism/
Feminist Geography; Non-Representational

Theory/Non-Representational Geographies;
Performativity; Poststructuralism/Poststructuralist
Geographies; Psychoanalytic Theory/Psychoanalytic
Geographies; Sensorium; Soundscapes.
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Introduction: Defining Africa

Africa is huge, diverse, and complex. Africa is identified
as the world’s second largest continent, covering more
than 30 million square kilometers. Its diversity and
complexity extend to its physical geography, climatology,
and biogeography. Africa has many vast plateaus, five
major basins, long stretches of fertile volcanic mountains
not far from desolate wastelands below sea level, lakes
that are among the world’s largest (Lake Victoria), deep
est (Lake Tanganyika), and one of the most rapidly
shrinking (Lake Chad), and an array of features famous
for their similarly dramatic contrasts. With its great
variations in longitude (from 37 °N to 35°S) and topo
graphy, Africa is both the most tropical continent and one
with extraordinarily diverse and complex climates and
life forms.

Equally notable elements of Africa’s diversity and
complexity appear in its human geography. This land
mass is divided into more than 50 countries, and its
peoples speak more than 1000 separate languages. Afri
cans divide themselves or find themselves divided into a
set of regions. The highest order of division is that be
tween North Africa (countries that lie largely north of
the vast Sahara desert) and sub Saharan Africa (every
other country, including — strangely — the countries
where much of the Sahara desert can be found, since
their southerly and more populated areas are south of the
desert in a belt of land referred to as the Sahel). Sub
Saharan Africa is typically subdivided into regions re
ferred to as West Africa, Central or Equatorial Africa,
Eastern Africa, and Southern Africa. Further subdivisions
of these regions are common, most importantly between
Atlantic West Africa and Sahelian West Africa.

The difficulties of categorizing countries in terms of
their regional identity give us a clue as to why Africa’s
diversity and complexity problematize its easy definition
as a ‘continent’. To divide Africa into regions based on
state boundaries ignores the fact that with a few limited
exceptions these lines were devised by Europeans in the
nineteenth century colonial conquests, without consulting
Africans. The boundaries of today’s independent African
states ignore preexisting African political divisions of
space, many of which stll endure in the consciousness of
African peoples, often bisecting countries, straddling
across two or three states, or leaving one state with dozens
of entities that think of themselves as separate nations.
Then there is the complex question of where Africa begins
and ends, wrapped up in human preoccupations with and

misunderstandings of race throughout history. Separating
North Africa and sub Saharan Africa culturally is dubious
unless one draws lines simply on the basis of skin color
(and even then, things quickly get far more complicated
than some simple ‘North is white, sub Saharan is Black’
dichotomy). The Sahara has served as a ‘sea’ (most re
cently of sand, but over the millennia of human history, of
water, or grass, or trees) across which a high volume of
economic trade and cultural exchanges flowed for thou
sands of years.

The idea of ‘Africa’ gets very fuzzy at its edges. There
are a number of island countries that identify with Africa,
several of which (notably Mauritius) have majority
populations of non African origin. Egypt is identified as a
part of the African continent — except then what do we do
with the Sinai Peninsula, part of Egypt that is not on the
African landmass? A growing African population all
across Europe has a history stretching back far longer
than most other Europeans recognize or understand.
Arab caliphates ruled North Africa and much of Europe’s
Iberian Peninsula for the better part of eight centuries
(while Spain stll rules two Moroccan cities as part and
parcel of Europe). Most significantly, of course, people of
African origins comprise a major proportion of the
populations of most countries in North, South, and
Central America as well as the Caribbean islands, as a
result of the three and a half centuries of the transatlantic
slave trade. Typically referred to as the African diaspora,
this diverse and complex population, in combination with
or separate from smaller populations of diasporic
Africans in Europe, Asia, or Oceania, creates, in a variety
of forms, its own ideas of ‘Africa’, and this African pres
ence across the globe leads to an all encompassing ex
pansiveness to the idea of where Africa begins and ends.

Hence, it comes to be that Africa’s geography is hard
to separate from representations of Africa’s geography
and the political and ideological uses to which these
representations are put. Anglophone geography has itself
weighed heavily on this representational politics. The
shifts in the ways English language introductory texts
have represented Africa over the last century, for in
stance, are remarkable. The discipline has certainly
moved away from depictions of Africa as a Dark Con
tinent, where the Europeans brought light to the darkness
through the Christianity, civilization, and commerce of
David Livingstone — a depiction quite consonant with the
need for justification of Africa’s subjugation and ex
ploitation by Europeans and Americans. From this co
lonialist or colonial apologist geography, through a
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somewhat less ideologically driven phase of tropical
geography, to the ubiquitous development geography of
the discipline today, Anglophone geographers have
steadily moved toward what is considered ‘postcolonial’
approaches to Africa. Yet, many introductory texts con

tinue to use sensational representations of Africa that are
redolent with the Orientalism of an earlier age, refracted
through a geopolitics that remains heavily influenced by
the early to mid twentieth century colonial order. It is
therefore useful to trace out the deeper historical geog

raphy of representations of Africa, in an effort to
understand the trajectory that has brought Anglophone
geography to this stll problematic postcolonial moment
in its depictions of the continent.

Representing Africa I: The Early Years

When non Africans talk about Africa today, it is often in
the context of discussions of poverty, disease, warfare, or
political instability. Africans are often represented as
villains or victims. This was not at all the way the outside
world’s understanding of Africa began. Indeed, the whole
notion of any generalized collective understanding of a
landmass or entity called ‘Africa’ took a long time to
develop in the world — including within Africa itself.
Africans did not, in most cases, refer to themselves as
Africans or to the landmass collectively as Africa until the
nineteenth century.

The term, ‘Africa’, most likely derives from a local
term for a region of Tunisia (Ifrigiya) that came to be
utilized by Greek, Roman, and Arab conquerors to stand
for a larger area — eventually a province in the Roman
empire’s dominions on the southern tip of the Medi
terranean Sea, and the major Arab settlement zone under
the Ummayad and Abbasid dynasties that ruled North
Africa from 670 to 900 CE. The more commonly utilized
term for the territories that Europeans left largely un
explored to the south of Egypt, Libya, and Africa was
Ethiopia, inhabited by people they called Ethiopians. In
the fifth century BC, the Greek historian Herodotus
wrote detailed second hand descriptions of ‘Ethiopian’
cities and their customs (likely to have actually been
based on the northern Sudanese city state of Meroe).
Prolemy’s geography of the second century CE provided
more details, but again was limited to the middle and
northern stretches of the greater Nile Valley. What 1s
identified today as Ethiopia ‘was’ a heavily populated and
highly sophisticated agrarian civilization by the Greco
Roman era. But the Greeks and Romans knew little of it,
and even less about any other region of what would
become known as Africa. In a maritime trading guide to
the Red Sea from the late first century or early second
century CE, Periplus of the Erythraean |Eritrean] Sea,
written in ancient Greek, we gain some understanding of

what outsiders knew of ancient cities in the Horn of
Africa and along the Swahili coast, but little or nothing
about Africa’s vast interior.

Europeans were not the only outsiders curious about
the continent. Early medieval Arab and Chinese travelogs
and cartographies broadened and deepened the larger
picture of the landmass. Arab writers such as Ibn Khal
dun and Ibn Battuta traveled widely in the northern
portion of Africa and wrote extensively about the people
they met along the way. The Chinese explorer and trader,
Cheng Ho, visited the East African coast in the fifteenth
century and reputedly returned to the court of the em
peror he served with two giraffes, gifts from the Sultan of
the city state of Kilwa in today’s southern Tanzania.

Indigenous African geographies and understandings of
broader spaces in the ancient and medieval world are
given short shrift in most historical geographies of the
continent. Many African peoples developed elaborate
geographical knowledge of their immediate regions, and
several, most famously the Dogon of today’s Mali, had
highly developed astronomic skills that included broad
awareness of the whole of the world. Africa even pro
duced its own explorers. It is vital to remember that Ibn
Khaldun and Ibn Battuta, despite their common identi
fication as ‘Arab’ explorers, can be considered Africans,
since they were born and raised in what became Tunisia
and Morocco, respectively. That neither considered
himself an ‘African’ and that both occasionally used de
rogatory language toward sub Saharan peoples, though,
usually leads to them being classified as outsiders to
‘Africa’. But the seafaring explorers of the medieval
Malian empire and the Swahili sailors of the Indian
Ocean are less likely to be stripped of their Africanness,
and both saw quite a bit of the world beyond the
continent.

Representing Africa Il: Exploration,
Colonialism, and Imperialism

The earliest European human geographies of Africa were
geographies of exploration and conquest, and from the
era of the Atlantic slave trade through colonialism (a span
of exploitation of Africa stretching from about 1450 into
the 1960s and 1970s), they shaped the way much of the
world views Africa. Through the Atlantic slave trade, an
estimated 11.6 million Africans were forcibly relocated to
the Americas, while roughly an equal number are est

mated to have died along the way in what has come to be
called the Middle Passage. Historical geographers of
Africa also point to the massive impacts of the Atlantic
slave trade ‘within’ Africa. Untold millions died in Africa
itself as a result of slave raiding, the destruction of babies,
the sick, or the elderly that were captured, and still
millions more were forcibly displaced within the
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continent. For example, the route from the southern
Congo basin’s interior empires of Luba and Lunda to the
Portuguese slave port of Luanda came to be known as the
Way of Death because of the atrocities all along it. About
two thirds of the population of today’s Zambia can trace
its geographical and cultural lineage to the Luba—Lunda
region of Congo, their ancestors having fled the collapse
of these empires due to the crushing blow of Portuguese
slave raiding and enslavement. British, French, Dutch,
Spanish, and eventually American slaving ships expanded
upon the Portuguese beginnings of the trade, with their
main interests in the Atlantic West African coast. African
states, city states, or empires that collaborated with the
slave trade expanded the reach of their powers, irrepar
ably corrupting their relations with neighboring peoples,
the most likely to fall victim to the slave raiders.

West Africa’s fortunes in the period of the slave trade
illustrate its lasting geographical impacts. From the
eighth to the fifteenth century CE, a set of major empires
rose and fell along the Sahelian belt of West Africa,
capitalizing on their geographical position to be the
middle agents of trade between West Africa’s gold rich
forest belt and the Arab north (and Europe — the metal
for the gold coins of the Italian Renaissance came mostly
from West Africa) across the Sahara. The empires of
Ghana, Mali, and Songhai, in particular, had highly de
veloped bureaucracies and hierarchies of administration,
beautiful architecture, renowned universities, extensive
libraries, rigorous legal codes, and immense wealth.
When we look at the Sahel today, it is one of the world’s
poorest regions. This reversal of fortunes symbolizes the
impacts that the slave trade, and the later period of for
mal colonial rule, had on the continent as a whole, and it
is a lesson in fundamentals of economic geography. When
the Portuguese and other Europeans began to trade along
the Atlantic West African coast, they cut out the middle
agent role that the Sahelian empires had enjoyed.

By the nineteenth century, opposition to the Atlantic
slave trade, and to slavery in general, had grown quite
strong, not only in Europe and the Americas, but also in
Africa. Gradually, the slave trade gave way to what was
termed the Legitimate Trade — as a tacit acknowledge
ment of how illegitimate the previous Euro American
trade with the continent had been. But the legitimate
trade hardly brought an end to Euro American exploit
ation of Africa — indeed, it accelerated it. Imperial ri
valries and competition between European powers for
access to and control of Africa’s significant store of nat
ural resources and its many market outlets for European
manufactured goods gave rise to the era of Geography
Militant, when European explorers and geographers
embarked on the cause of cataloging the continent’s re
sources, products, and markets for their home countries.
Even while agreeing together to avoid selling the most
advanced line of weapons to African states, the

Europeans competed heavily with one another to set up
exclusive trade deals, to redirect the productive forces of
African farmers, and, occasionally and in specific settings,
to control territories and implant colonists. In South
Africa, the implantation of white settlers had begun a bit
earlier, with the Dutch establishment of Cape Town in
1652 CE. White settlement intensified in the nineteenth
century, particularly with the 1806 handover of Cape
Colony to the British, and then the discoveries of the
enormous diamond and gold deposits (in and around
Kimberly and Johannesburg, respectively) later in the
century. The French conquest of Algeria in 1832 led to
French settlement there in relatively modest numbers.
Elsewhere, only small white populations existed, chiefly
in port cities or in areas of mining or missionary activity,
but the Euro American presence became quite strong in
other ways — as a controlling hand on trade, as an in
fluence on religious and cultural development.
Eventually, the competition between Europeans over
African resources and markets led the German ruler,
Kaiser Wilhelm, to call for a conference of European
powers to settle disputes by marking out spheres of in
fluence. This conference, what we now call the Berlin
Conference of 1884-85, did establish these spheres of
influence, delineating the rightful claims of the British,
French, German, Belgian, Italian, Portuguese, and
Spanish. However, the fact that few of the spheres
claimed were actually even remotely under the control of
those who claimed them in Berlin set off the scramble for
Africa that lasted until the 1914 outbreak of World War I.
In this scramble, the Europeans set about the task of
pacifying the territories they had laid claim to. In some
areas, the decades from 1880 to 1910 were as a result
bloodier and more disastrous for Africans than the four
centuries of slave trading. Some 5-10 million people are
esumated to have died in the ruthless and shocking
Anglo Belgian India Rubber concession area of what
Belgian King Leopold II callously called the Congo Free
State (after 1908, this became the Belgian Congo, and
after 1960, the Democratic Republic of Congo). The
Germans nearly wiped out the entire Herero ethnic
group of German Southwest Africa (today’s Namibia).
The Italian conquest of Libya killed a third of its
population. Other transitions to formal colonial rule
occurred more peaceably, or at least came about in the
absence of genocide. In any case, by 1914, nearly all of
the continent had fallen under European control. The
only politically independent countries by that year were
Ethiopia, Liberia, and South Africa. Liberia, though, was
a de facto colony of the United States, and more par
ticularly of the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company,
whose enormous holdings in the territory gave rise to it
being mockingly called the Republic of Firestone. South
Africa had gained independence in 1910 — but as a white
minority ruled state where the black majority were
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denied political and economic rights, along with Asian
immigrants and mixed race peoples.

(Under)Developing Africa

In the nineteenth century, European geographers ex
plored the African continent and then aided and abetted
the colonial conquest. In the twentieth century, they
mostly served the cause of establishing and maintaining
colonial rule during the first half, and then worked in the
cause that came to be called Africa’s ‘development’, in
combination with new generations of African professional
geographers. This project of development — which in
most definitions combines economic growth with im
proving social welfare — began in earnest largely with the
close of World War 1, but it started on highly doubtful
terrain.

After all, European colonial rule more or less estab
lished the rules and parameters by which Africa would be
incorporated into the world capitalist economy, in such a
way that advancing within it would prove elusive for most
African states once they achieved independence (for most
colonies, this came in the 1960s and 1970s). In 1972, the
Egyptian economist Samir Amin subdivided Africa’s co
lonial economies as ‘Africa of the Colonial Trade Econ
omy’, ‘Africa of the Concessions’, and ‘Africa of the Labor
Reserves’, and proceeded to argue that one could in ef
fect still see these three categories of economies at work
in the underdevelopment of the continent. Much of his
argument continues to hover over Africa’s generally dif
ficult relationship to the Western idea of development.

Briefly, the colonial trade economies — predominantly
Atlantic West Africa — were those in which Europeans
determined the trade, markets, and prices for a thin range
of one or two commodities (often primary agricultural
goods) that each colony produced for European indus
trial interests. African producers maintained control over
their land and labor, but under severely constricted
conditions that tied their economic fortunes to European
capital. Thus Senegal and Gambia came to be almost
exclusively dependent on the production and export of
raw groundnuts, whereas in Cote d’Ivoire or Ghana it
was raw cocoa beans — to be then processed in Europe or
the US, where the manufacturing value added accrues. As
a direct legacy of this colonial system, for instance, West
Africa produces more then 70% of the world’s un
processed cocoa in a given year, and yet almost none of
the world’s chocolate bars.

In concessionary colonies like those of the Congo
Basin, huge stretches of the territory were simply handed
over to European companies to administer as they saw fit,
for their profit. This commonly resulted in the same
heavy dependence on one or two exports tied to the

whims of European or American producers and

consumers, but with the added elements of land alien
ation, severe labor exploitation, and a more limited
interest of the colonial administrations in human devel
opment. Former concessionary territories often saw the
most violent processes of decolonization, and they have
had the most violent postcolonial experiences — most
obviously in the cases of Mozambique and the Demo
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC). In most respects, they
remained tied to export enclave economies of resource
extraction dominated by European and American trans
national corporations.

Part of the story of the underdevelopment of Mo
zambique and the DRC, though, ties in to Amin’s third
category, that of the labor reserves. Labor reserve col
onies typically, though not exclusively, were those that
provided workers to European settlers or capitalists, on
mines and plantations (Amin also placed much of the
Sahel in this category, since Sahelian labor became cen
tral to the cocoa industry of Atlantic West Africa). In
many labor reserve colonies, Europeans took the best
lands for agriculture and the most valuable resources,
leaving Africans to less fertile and densely crowded re
serves. Much of southern African today bears witness to
the enduring legacies of this model of ‘development”
more geographically extensive infrastructure for the
territories, but embedded in a highly unequal system for
the distribution of development across classes and races,
as in the extreme case of South Africa under apartheid.
Most former colonies of this variety retain some infra
structural and industrial advantages when compared with
the rest of the continent, but with vestiges of the severe
dualism (geographically and socially) enduring as well.

The net result of all three types of colonial economies
was that most African countries came to independence
with heavy dependence on a limited number of exports
(the trading, marketing, and pricing of which lay out of
their hands), with a shortage of indigenous capital and
powerful presence of foreign capitalists, and a high de
gree of dualism dividing the parts of the country strongly
linked with the world economy and those disaggregated
from it.

The post independence development era began with
grand ambitions, but 40 years or so on from its origins,
the project of development has left Africa with a few
‘miracle’ cases (South Africa, Botswana, and Mauritius
are often cited), several ‘mirages’ (countries like Kenya or
Cameroon where the surface might look good, but it is a
facade of development only), and much exclusion and
poverty. The blame for the lack of development on the
continent can be placed with both exogenous and endo
genous factors. History, as we have seen, plays a key role
as a largely exogenous factor working against develop
ment. The Western agenda for development intersected
directly with the Cold War, and many resource rich or
resource poor African countries (Angola, DRC, Uganda,
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Somalia, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Namibia, and others)
were caught in the Cold War crossfire, as another ex
ogenous factor. Declining producer prices for many
African exports coincided with skyrocketing prices for
petroleum in the 1970s to leave many African countries
seriously in debt. Yet endogenous factors have also been
at work. The first generation of independent leaders
often had great ambitions to set out on alternative de
velopment paths, frequently with expensive showcase
projects to highlight how they were different. In other
cases, corruption, greed, mismanagement, or internal
conflict siphoned millions of dollars of Western devel
opment aid or investment into unproductive channels
that did little to improve the quality of life of ordinary
Africans.

Regardless of the path toward development that Af
rican leaders chose, by the early 1980s, most countries
had fallen into external debt so large as to force countries
into signing on to restrictive plans created by the World
Bank to recover its loans. These Structural Adjustment
Programs (SAPs) yielded few tangible results and created
havoc in many countries politically. By the 1990s, SAPs
gave way to the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
(HIPCs) initiative, but HIPC itself became mired in its
own inadequacy, morphing into aid projects that required
the creation of Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers
(PRSPs) in order to receive the money. The PRSPs
themselves were largely the SAPs in friendlier language.

The development era has transformed Africa and its
connectivity to global political economy, alongside the
continuities from earlier eras. There are a few cases
where economic development has led to a broader ex
tension of a decent quality of life to more Africans. But
what one more readily sees is a splintering of African
countries in sociogeographic terms, such that some parts
of each country — typically, well to do enclaves in cities
— are highly integrated into the global economy and
global cultural flows, while many areas — sometimes right
next door to those enclaves — are witnessing increasing
deprivation and dislocation.

Postcolonial Africa

The phrase, ‘postcolonial Africa’ is literally a reference to
the continent in the period after the end of European
colonialism. However, the usage of the phrase in this
sense is actually inadequate, because the autonomy of
African states is so circumscribed and the legacies of
colonialism so great as to lead many to question how far
African countries can be considered to be ‘post’ — (as in
past) — colonialism. Two other uses of the phrase, post

colonial Africa, are worthy of consideration. The first is
the use of the phrase to describe the material and psy

chological conditions of living with the legacies of

colonialism. The second is the effort to think beyond
them. In this latter regard, it is worth contemplating
several examples of new ways to think about Africa and
Africanity that lead to reconsiderations of Africa’s human
geographies. The first example is the very practical ex
ample of the efforts toward African unity through the
transformation of the Organization of African Unity into
the African Union (AU) at the beginning of the millen
nium. The AU has certainly proven to be a problematic
entity in its first decade, as have related efforts like the
New Partnership for African Development, but they
deserve mention as efforts to move the continent beyond
colonized modes of thought or being. The broad rubric of
‘African solutions to African problems’, implicated as it
often is in neoliberal visions of development not too
dissimilar from structural adjustment, can nonetheless
here and there be credited with genuinely realigning the
way Africans think about Africa, for the better.

A second example of postcolonial rethinking of Africa
leads us into contemporary discussions of and interest in
the development potentiality of new African diasporas in
Europe, North America, and elsewhere. As a result of the
transatlantic slave trade, hundreds of millions of people
of African origin came to reside in the Americas, and
significant numbers of the Africans of the Americas also
resettled in Europe — along with Africans who came to
Europe more directly. Intellectual, cultural, political, and
even economic connectivities have often been strong
across the ocean separating these various parts of ‘Africa
outside of Africa’, fueling extraordinary movements like
the Harlem Renaissance and Negritude literature or
philosophy, and leading to ideas of Pan Africanism and of
a Black Atlantic. In African American culture (people of
African origin within the United States), there have been
various important reconnections with Africa, such as the
movement for Afrocentricity that draws upon the writ
ings of Senegalese intellectual Cheikh Ante Diop to ar
ticulate an alternative vision of Africa and Africans as
central to human history (from what is pointedly repre
sented as an African ancient Egypt onward).

This older diasporic Africa and its visions of Africa are
now broadening and diversifying still further, as more
and more Africa born people of African origin reside in
the rest of the world. Newer diasporas often develop a
transnational sense of themselves as both African and
something else. As fluidity, flexibility, interdependence,
contingency, and disjuncture have been implicit touch
stones for understanding Africa from within many Afri
can cultures, so now has the very fluidity and flexibility of
African ness have stretched around the globe. Transna
tionality can be seen as creating a ‘rhizomatic’ geography
of Africa, like the scattered shoots of a rhizome (e.g., a
strawberry plant). The challenge may lie in re collecting
these shoots and runners into a coherent ‘Africa’; but
regardless of this challenge it is certainly true that we
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now see many examples of new visions of Africa, or of
what it means to be African. At the 2002 and 2006 FIFA
World Cup in men’s football, for example, players born
on the African continent lined up playing for Germany,
France, Portugal, Poland, Saudi Arabia, and the United
States, and dozens more players with African ancestry
had their pictures taken in uniforms that said Brazil,
Sweden, Japan, Trinidad, or England. The third black
United States Senator in modern history was raised in
Hawaii and Indonesia, but he has a Kenyan father. In any
case, in the 2008 US election, presidental candidate
Barack Obama, like millions of African Americans, can
claim dual citizenship in Ghana if he wishes. The in

creasingly dynamic interrelationships of Africans in
Africa and global Africans continue to redefine the
human geography and the potentiality of the continent
everyday.

See also: Colonialism I; Colonialism IlI; Development [;
Development Il; Diaspora; Postcolonialism/Postcolonial
Geographies; Race; Representation and Re-presentation.
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Glossary

Ageing-in-Place The policy and practice priority to
allow older people to stay in one form of accommodation
for the longest possible duration and to avoid
unnecessary relocation

Demographic Transition The historical process of a
population moving from high birth and high death rates
to low birth and death rates.

Gerontology The academic study of the biological,
psychological, and social aspects of aging.

Introduction

When considering the potential importance of the geo
graphical study of older people and populations, some
basic facts are well worth remembering. Older people —
typically defined by governments and other officialdom as
being over 65 years of age — constitute a significant and
growing proportion of the general populations of both
developed and developing world counties; the former
approximately 15%, the latter approximately 5% (but
growing more rapidly). Although many characteristics,
and activities of older people and populations are similar
to other age groups, they also face unique circumstances
and challenges. Older age is a stage of life associated with
specific physical and psychological changes and states
and, of all demographic groups, older people experience
most health and mobility problems, are the greatest
consumers of health and social care, and face a great deal
of negative stereotyping and stigmatization. However,
contrary to some popular beliefs, they also hold valuable
positions in society and can, of course, live diverse, rich,
and fulfilling lives. Given this scale and distinctiveness of
aging related issues, human geography has long been,
and continues to be, interested in studying older people
in a variety of contexts from a variety of perspectives.
Broadly defined, the geography of aging (or what, in
disciplinary terms is occasionally termed geographical
gerontology) is concerned with the spatial characteristics
and contexts of aging. These range from the distributive
features of older populations, to the ways in which places
reflect, older people and the ways in which places are
experienced and negotiated by them. Not all of this field
is focused on health issues and many studies consider
wider social — and more recently cultural — aspects of
older peoples’ lives. However, concerns for health are

evident in some form, and to some extent, in a substantial
majority of studies in this field.

As a field of human geography, geographical studies of
older people date back over 30 years and crosscut the
interests of a number of subdisciplines including social
geography, health geography, and more specialist var
leties such as population geography and development
geography. Not only have the empirical subjects studied
mirrored the changing interests of these subdisciplines,
but they have also changed in line with underlying
paradigm shifts. As well as crosscutting various sub
disciplines of human geography, geographical studies of
aging have also drawn from, and contributed to, other
recognizable bodies of research in human geography. For
example, it is not unusual to see a particular geographical
study of older people described as a welfare geography, a
geography of caring, or an emotional geography. Notably,
many studies are not identified explicitly as geographies
of aging. This might be because the author does not
consider the age of their subjects to be particularly im
portant and/or the dimension he/she wishes to focus on.

With such a long standing and broad based discip
linary history, and such a substantive body of work pro
duced to date, it is perhaps surprising that geographies of
aging do not posses a higher and more distinct profile in
human geography (in comparison, for example, to chil
dren’s geographies). To speculate, this might be due to
the broad scope of the field. It arises right across human
geography yet is not associated with, or essential to, any
one single subdiscipline. Another reason might be be
cause geographies of aging have generally followed or
mirrored disciplinary progressions and innovations rather
than forging them. A very different reason for a modest
profile might simply be that, no matter how socially
relevant and important aging is, it is not a particularly
glamorous subject and indeed reminds all individuals —
including geographers — of their own mortality. Indeed,
despite four previous reports on the field published in
Progress in Human Geograply since 1980 the last — pub
lished in 1995 — is now rather dated.

Outside human geography, reflecting the global im
portance of aging and health and the academic attention
it accords, geographies of aging have also made strong
and sustained contributions to, and have also drawn from,
other disciplines. Some of these are squarely aging fo
cused such as clinical gerontology and social gerontology,
while others are more general health categories such as
epidemiology, demography, and various professionally
focused research disciplines — including nursing and
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social work research — within which aging is one em
pirical interest among others. While adding variety to the
field, this interdisciplinarity, has equally caused tensions
among commentators. For example, while certain geog
raphers have been eager for geographies of aging to draw
on, contribute to, and reflect gerontology and the health
sciences, others have been more concerned that con
nections are strengthened with human and cultural

geography.

Population Aging

Since the 1950s, a long standing strand of aging and
health research has been concerned with population
aging. It 1s an area of interest dominated by the work of
demographers and population geographers who have
particular expertise in handling and analysing large
population data sets that are essential sources for these
studies. Researchers have identified the spatial patterning
and characteristics of demographic transitions including
declining fertlity (due to social change) and increasing
life expectancy (due to improvements in diet, living
conditions, and healthcare) that underpin demographic
aging in particular areas. Following this, they have also
identified the national, regional and local consequences
of population aging in terms of health, society and eco
nomics. For example, research has highlighted the sub
stantial challenges that lay ahead for governments, health
services, and nongovernmental organizations in meeting
even the most basic needs of those developing world
populations, which are both growing and aging most
rapidly. Here, countries in sub Saharan Africa and the
Asia Pacific region are particularly well researched.
With respect to developed world countries, many of
whose populations are not growing significantly yet are
still aging, research has highlighted the continued need
for policies and planning so that health, social care, and
welfare services are funded, and provided to the neces
sary levels and standards. These inquiries inform popular
political and public questions, and are often connected to
specific issues such as pensions or access to medical
treatments, how to handle the needs of an aging popu
lation, and who is ultimately financially responsible for
older people. One by product of this research is that, in
demonstrating increasing life expectancy, it has high
lighted the need to rethink older age. Most notably, in
stead of older adulthood being thought of as a single
‘third age’, increasingly it is now thought of in terms of
being the third and fourth ages of life (i.e., older and most
old). Other social scientific and geographical research has
built on this recognition and has articulated how these
groups have distinct qualities, needs, circumstances, ex
periences, and diversities. Indeed, rather than simply
recategorizing older age, the idea of third and fourth

stages of life helps recognize that many younger older
people are active participants in labor markets, are active
and powerful consumers in economies, and are a
powerful force for social and cultural change. Notably,
rather than being consumer’s of health and social care,
they often themselves provide care to their parents, well
into their 60s and 70s.

Movements of Older Population

Over the last 20 years, a great deal of research has fo
cused on movements of older population. At one level,
research has focused on broad migration patterns. Other
studies — often which are qualitative have investigated
some important social contexts and consequences such as
family networks and the pushes and pulls to and from
different locations in migration decision making, as well
as the outcomes of such migrations on groups, individuals
and health and social care systems. This research has
considered these issues in the context of semipermanent
migrations between countries (such as British retirees to
Spain) with respect to semipermanent migrations within
countries (such as British retirement migration to coastal
areas) and short term migrations within, around or be
tween countries (such as North American ‘snowbirds’/
seasonal migrants).

A number of studies describe the factors that have led
to the increasing distancing of older adults from their
children. Underpinning this trend has been changing
social attitudes with regard to the need for close geo
graphical proximity between families and also changing
attitudes regarding responsibilities for providing care and
social support. Indeed, what is commonly known as ‘the
loosening of family ties’ is recognized to have a strong
geographical dimension. At the same time, both older
people and their children have been shown to be more
actively mobile, due to their changed economic circum
stances. For example, in comparison with previous gen
erations, the current generation of older people has
more money and resources that provide opportunities to
relocate, while their children might be more likely to
relocate for career purposes. Whatever the reason for
increased distancing however, research identifies decay in
immediate interactions and social and caregiving support
as distances increase between families. This does not
necessarily have to lead to a compete breakdown of
communication between families, and geographers and
others have highlighted the concept and emerging reality
of ‘intimacy at a distance’.

The Health of Older Populations

Another long standing strand of research is focused on
the health of older populations. Population geographers
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and demographers, along with epidemiologists and
health geographers have played central roles. At the
national scale, life expectancy in specific countries is an
important consideration and bodies such as the World
Health Organization have produced a number of publi
cations outlining rates and variations in expectancy.
Health status and morbidity of older people in given
locales is another important concern, and studies have
considered rates of many health conditions related to
aging, as well as their relationships to older peoples’
ethnicity, gender, affluence, and access to health and so
cial care. For example, localized rates of age related
conditions such as dementia, have been investigated.

Mirroring current interests in health geography, in
recent years a growing interest in place effects on older
peoples” health has emerged, often at the neighborhood
and community level. This work is particularly important
with respect to older people because, more than any
other group, they rely on local social support and facil
ities. Certain research explores the impact of social
‘composition’ on health; that being the characteristics of
people in given areas (including affluence, class, and
family composition). Other research explores the impact
of social ‘context’ of health; that being the resources
available to people locally (such as primary care facilities,
various local shops, and services). Meanwhile, most re
cently, collective social dimensions to health have been
explored; specifically the role of social capital and the
ways communities work together — or not — for common
goals and gains for their older members.

Negotiating Environments

Some of the earliest geographical research, which en

gaged with older peoples’ changing relationships with
environments, drew heavily on environmental psych

ology published in the 1960s and 1970s, and in particular
on the pathbreaking work of gerontologist Powel Lawton.
Lawton’s ecological theory of aging was most famously
articulated through his environmental docility hypoth

esis (also associated with terms such as aging and adap

tation). Here older people are thought to adapt their
behaviors to cope with the increasing challenges that
negotiating the environment poses with increasing age
(what 1s known as environmental press). Although these
ideas provided popular frameworks for research for many
years, along with psychologists, over time geographers
began to question the assumption that older people as

sume a passive role in such adaptation. Following
amendments to the theory forwarded by Lawton himself
in the 1980s, geographers have begun to research and
articulate older peoples proactivity in adaptive responses,
specifically how older people use their environments as a

valuable resource in their lives and experience and ap
proach them positively.

Developing these early considerations of environ
ment, geographers have focused on many aspects of liv
ing environments from the scale of local communities to
the scale of very specific forms of residential accom
modation. In particular, one line of research asks how
specific environments — whether they be a dwelling,
urban neighborhood, or rural area — can be enabling or
disabling. Much of this work is based on qualitative
methodologies, and presents a rich and critical under
standing of peoples’ lives lived in, and through, places.
With regard to rural living, research has focused on many
everyday issues related to housing, transport, and broader
socioeconomic change. With regard to urban living, re
search has focused on the design and negotiation of
public spaces and facilities. Indeed, the various obstacles
associated with negotiating urban life in older age are
argued to include poor access to public transport, in
adequate public signage, and a lack of alternatives to
staircases. Research here has focused on their con
sequences, such as falls and increasing social isolation,
but equally on design and planning solutions to assist
older people. Indeed a particular strength of this research
1s that it moves beyond a traditional focus on older
people’s functional limitations to find positive ways to
make environments more enabling for them.

Residence and Care

It is typical for studies in this field to simultaneously
capture elements of older peoples’ residential (living)
arrangements, and their health and social care. This is
because in older age, many older people require both
assistance with their everyday living activities and various
health and social services. Consequently many places —
including nursing homes, residential homes, assisted
living arrangements, retirement communities, and even
private dwellings — contain different elements and com
binations of each.

Concerned with longer term movements between
places of residence, the concept of ‘aging in place’ has
emerged in the past decade in social and healthcare
practice, policy, and research. As the term suggests, it
articulates a priority to allow older people to live and be
cared for in the place of their choice and to avoid their
unnecessary relocation. Because of the concept’s obvious
geographical dimensions, geographers have naturally
engaged with it and have offered more critical and the
oretically informed explanations of the dynamics be
tween aging, health, and place. Indeed, research by
geographers shows the many ways in which places of
residence provide attachments, meaning, and current and
historical identity.
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Geographers have engaged with the provision and
experience of health and social care in a variety of ways.
With an emphasis on the political economy of care,
certain studies have indicated how policy changes, and
the restructuring of health services, shift both the lo
cation of, and access to services, and older peoples’ ex
periences of services. Indeed, with regard to the latter,
studies highlight the potential tensions between the
management of health services and older peoples’ ex
periences of receiving them. In this way, commentators
have been able to contribute to broader debates in the
social and health sciences about what are, and what are
not, the most appropriate places for older people to live
and be cared for in. For example, the ‘residential care
versus community care debate’ is implicitly geographical
and has involved contributions from geographers.

On one side, the critique of residential homes has
been twofold. One strand of criticism has focused on the
inability of communal residential living environments to
provide independence for residents and to protect their
civil liberties, and the inability of regulating bodies to
maintain adequate standards of environment and care.
Meanwhile, a second strand of criticism views residential
settings as places of stigma and social marginalization.
Indeed, it is posited that regardless of whether quality
standards can be improved, residential facilities will al
ways carry negative associations that further marginalize
older people through their association with them. In
short, society will always dislike and think negatively of
these settings as places of decay and decline.

On the other side, studies that support residential
settings highlight that much of the aforementioned
antiresidential literature is underpinned by an incorrect
assumption that residential care is irrevocably insti
tutional while people’s homes are the only places to
maintain personal control and freedom in older age.
Moreover, commentators note that researchers who
criticize residential settings often ignore the quality of
older people’s lives prior to them moving into such
places. They argue that institutionalization occurs due to
need regardless of the care setting, and residential set
tings cannot be blamed for generating dependency in
older age. Others challenge the negative stereotyping of
residential care and suggest that the residents of these
settings are not institutionalized victims separated from
society. Rather, residential settings are held up by their
advocates as positive options for older persons that can be
experienced by their residents as friendly, reliable, and
safe communities.

Most recently, geographers have attempted to ar
ticulate the importance of place, to professional health
care practices. Indeed, with respect to gerontological
nursing, studies have attempted to identify the spatialities
in everyday practice that have the potential to effect the
experiences of older people. Drawing on Goffman’s ideas

on the creation of ‘total institutions’, a number of pub

lications articulate the roles of nurses and their actions in
the making of institutional places and place experiences.
Meanwhile, other research attempts to connect geo

graphical concepts and ideas to some fundamental con

cepts that drive professional clinical practice (such as
client centeredness, autonomy, quality of care, and en

vironment). Here, a geographical approach has helped
rethink practices associated with physical and chemical
restraint of people with dementia who often display
challenging behavior. Various commentaries have ar

ticulated the spatial aspects and consequences of restraint
and advocate the minimization of restraint and psycho

social interventions as practice solutions. Collectively,
this emerging research not only connects the discipline of
geography with health professional research disciplines,
but also constitutes an attempt at providing a direct
contribution to the evidence base for professional clinical
gerontolgical practice.

Emerging Critical Perspectives

Reflecting the emergence of critical perspectives in both
social gerontology and human geography, research pub
lished since the mid 1990s draws much more on social
theory, focuses on constructions and representations of
aging and challenges accepted social norms about aging.
Moving away from treating older people as ‘objects’ of
study, several studies engage with aging and the concept
of embodiment, and talk in depth with older people to
explore their perceptions of health and aging and their
negotiations and changing relationships with spaces and
places. Other studies attempt to understand how places
reveal social attitudes and values about aging. For ex
ample, as highlighted in residential versus community
care debate discussed above, retirement homes are rec
ognized to mean something to both individuals and so
ciety as a whole but, in turn, feed back into social
perceptions of what it is like to be old. On the other hand,
commentators have also considered more positive places
and activities of healthy aging, what the sociologist An
drew Blaikie refers to as part of new landscapes of later
life. Examples here include retirement communities,
RVing (campervan ing), and Universities of the Third
Age. Geographers and others have identified the com
modification of healthy aging and, as part of this, the
radical fracturing of traditional spaces of aging and
common understanding of them. All this is part of an
understanding, noted earlier, that because of changes in
health status, life expectancy, services, and greater
wealth, older people are able to enjoy more varied and
active personal and social lives than previous generations.
Another strand of recent geographical research has
focused on the ‘cataloging’ of older age and places of old
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age in photography, painting, and the media. Concerned
with ageism and stereotyping, these studies articulate
who are included, not included, and how they are pos
itioned in such materials and practices. With respect to
ageism and terminology, it is also notable that researchers
have gradually moved away from using terms such as ‘the
elderly’ and ‘elderly people’, that might be perceived to
categorize and problematize older age, to using such
terms as ‘older people’ which are generally accepted to
be less harmful. Commentators have also begun to de
construct what Blaikie describes as imagined landscapes
of aging identity. In this research, geographical meta
phors are explored including life’s late journeys, paths
traveled, autumn years, and the sunsets of our lives.

Future Inquiries

Future geographical research on aging and health will
need to be diverse. The development of traditional per
spectives on older population health — in terms of dy
namics, distributions, and movements — will no doubt
continue, while emerging postmodern perspectives and
qualitative approaches will be needed to more sensitively
and critically investigate the complex relationships be
tween older people and the varied places within which
they live and are cared for. The future research chal
lenges that lie ahead will involve finding appropriate
ways to study the increasingly diverse lives of older
people and articulate new cultural practices, social pro
cesses, and social and spatial relations that are emerging
for older people. To meet these challenges most effect
ively, there has to be greater collaboration and debate
within and between those who study aging and health,
their various disciplines, and diverse empirical interests.
Given that people are living longer and leading in
creasingly active and diverse lives, the study of aging and
health is necessarily a growth industry.

See also: Ageism and Age; Ageing and Mobility; Care/
Caregiving; Epidemiological Transition; Health
Geography; Health Services Restructuring; Health
Systems and Health Services; Medical Geography;
Voluntary Sector.
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Glossary

Age-Specific Migration Rate The percentage of a
population in a specified age range living in a named
area that move during a defined interval, usually 1 year
or 5 years.

Gerontology The study of aging and old age in all
forms of life. ‘Social gerontology’ focuses on the social
circumstances and contexts of human aging.
Propensity to Migrate The likelihood or ‘risk’ of a
person or group migrating over a defined period,
normally a year. The propensity is highest around ages
18-25, and lowest in late middle age. It rises at the
oldest ages, reflecting the rising likelihood of moving to
seek care and support.

Residential Tourist A person (or a household) that
resides far away from his/her main home for an
extended period (e.g., for more than 2 months).
Retirement As an event, the age at which a person
ceases paid work. As a life course stage, the state and
period of life of having permanently given up work,
usually in old age. In the ‘official’ or administrative sense
it is the age at which a person is entitled to state or
occupational pensions and other payments and
concessions (as with public transport fares). In the
‘social form’ sense it is the actual age at which a person
retires, which is commonly earlier than the official age.
Retirement Migration Relatively long-distance
migrations just before or in the early years of retirement,
generally not including short-distance housing-
adjustment moves, or migrations in advanced

old age.

Return Migrant A migrant who moves back to an
origin area or settlement from which he/she earlier
emigrated.

Seasonal Migrant A migrant who moves to a
destination for part of the year and then returns to the
origin area in at least 2 successive years. Seasonal
migrants include agricultural workers, particularly
harvesters, and retirees who generally move to warmer
regions for the winter. There is no sharp distinction
between a seasonal retired migrant and an older
residential tourist.

Transnational Lives A lifestyle and activity pattern
that is divided among two or more countries, involving
more than holidays and occasional business or social
trips, and characteristically with many, or close, family
members and housing resources in multiple

countries.

Introduction

Migration can be defined as a change in residence from
one location to another. Such movements are immensely
diverse, from short distance house changes to inter
continental moves. Many moves are short term, have little
impact on the migrants’ lives, and are reversible; others are
permanent and life changing. As migration is a spatial
process, it has been keenly studied by population geog
raphers, whereas demographers are more interested in the
dynamics of fertility and mortality. Migrations, however,
also change the size, composition, and distribution of
populations. Although most migrations are mundane, in
aggregate and over time several types have radically
transformed continental, national, and regional popu
lations, prominent examples being the slave trade across
the Atlantic Ocean, the colonization of Australia, and late
twentieth century migration from the Caribbean, Turkey,
the Middle East, and the Indian subcontinent to northwest
Europe, and most widespread of all since 1950, rural-
urban migration throughout the less developed world.

This article examines the connections between mi
gration and old age, particularly in contemporary affluent
societies. Most migrants are young adults, demonstrating
the link between migration and the life course, or more
precisely that migration most often occurs among people
going through a transition from one life course stage to
another. Both local and long distance moves are stimu
lated by many different transitions: becoming independent
from one’s parents, beginning a new career, marriage or a
new partner, economic success or failure, retirement, and
becoming chronically frail or sick. The first three of these
‘life course transitions’ explain why the likelihood of an
individual migrating peaks in late adolescence and young
adulthood. The last two explain a secondary peak around
the ages at which people cease paid work, and why there is
a rising propensity to migrate through the oldest ages,
above 75 years. These relationships between age and mi
gration have been demonstrated in North America, sev
eral European countries, and Australasia. The details vary
and sometimes reflect social policy and economic con
ditions. If, for example, there is ‘full employment’, a low
rate of divorce, and universal arrangements for retirement
at a specified age, the ‘retirement peak’ is prominent.

Migration and Old Age

Although migration researchers focus on young adults’
moves, for more than 25 years, population geographers

36
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and social gerontologists have studied old age migrations
and migrants. The first interest, in the 1940s, was whether
moves into nursing homes or between hospitals entailed a
mortality risk. By the early 1980s, Pastalan, in Rowles and
Otha in 1983, was able to review 34 US studies and
identify the factors that influence the outcomes of older
people’s moves. He showed that among clinicians, mi

gration was generally seen as a stressful life event
with a real risk for survival among frail older people.
Abstract or theoretical formulations went further, setting
the migration experience in a psychosocial framework of
personal life stage adjustment, which involves the ac

ceptance of losses and the optimization of resources and
abilities. This conceptualization recognized that migra

tion brings new interests as well as stress. As Kahana
and Kahana (in Rowles and Otha 1983: 221) put it, “the
total stimulation of anticipating a move, moving,
and environmental change can benefit those who
are under stimulated relative to their capacities and ex

haust the lesser capacities of others [and we need] to
understand all relocation phenomena from [hospital]
transfer trauma to eager globetrotting by the ‘adventur

ous aged’”

Another long standing interest has been in the mi
nority of international migrations that have involved many
elderly people, most of which have been ‘impelled” or
‘forced’ displacements from natural disasters, famines,
wars, political oppression, and racial enmity. Prominent
recent examples have included the evacuation of
Montserrat, ‘ethnic cleansing’ in the former Yugoslavia,
and the emigration of Russian Jews to North America and
Israel since 1973, when institutionalized anti semitism
was relaxed in the Soviet Union, including punitve
charges for exit visas. Studies of the latter dispersal have
focused on the experience and welfare of the migrants in
the destination societies, although there are accounts of
the migration process. Many impelled migrations are
poorly recorded and difficult to analyze: a recent example
is the exodus from New Orleans following Hurricane
Katrina.

Internal Retirement Migration

A third interest shared by population geographers and
social gerontologists has been to understand the motiv
ations, patterns, and consequences of retirement migra
tion. Until the 1980s, almost all such moves were within
various European countries, the United States, and
Australia. The settlement of estranged aristocrats
and retired senior soldiers and sailors to coastal resorts
and spas was evident even before the railway era.
Through the nineteenth century, the habit slowly spread
from the very rich down the socioeconomic spectrum
until, by the 1920s, a mass phenomenon was evident in
Europe and the United States, particularly in Belgium,

France, England, California, and Florida. By the 1970s,
retirement migration was well established on both sides
of the Atlantic in human geography research and
teaching.

In the United States, long distance retirement mi
gration developed vigorously during the 1940s, prompt
ing the first commercial handbook guides and academic
studies, while in Europe it was halted by World War II.
By 1950, St. Petersburg on the west coast of Florida,
and St Augustne and Miami on the Atlantic coast,
had become fashionable resorts and places of permanent
and winter residence for both affluent retired people
and, more remarkably, retired black and white domestic
servants. “Then after World War II, the development of
the interstate highway system made distant locations
much more accessible for vacationers and migrants
alike. The changing state destinations can be charted in
detail since 1960, because the decennial census
counts the number who lived at a different address five
years earlier. One of the defining characteristics of
interstate retirement migration has been that migrants
from all over the nation concentrate into only a few
states. Nearly 60% (56% in 1990) of interstate migrants
aged 60 or more years go to just 10 of the 50 states, and in
all four census decades since 1960, Florida has attracted
about a quarter of the total.” (Longino and Warnes 2005:
538-9)

By 1985-90, however, a dispersal of the favored des
tinations was clear, both among and within the states. The
leading four destination states — Florida, California,
Arizona, and Texas — all had lower percentages in 1990
than in 1980, although their ranking was unchanged
(Table 1). Although the losses were initially small, the
pattern has persisted and grown. Within Florida, housing
developments had spread from the initial resort cities,
first to form almost continuous coastal urban strips, and
then inland. Many other favored destinations attract
migrants primarily from adjacent states, for example,
Cape Cod, Massachusetts, the New Jersey shore, the
Pocono Mountains of northeastern Pennsylvania, and the
Wisconsin Dells. Southern and western Nevada and areas
in the Pacific Northwest are all recommended in retire
ment guides as good places to retire.

International Retirement Migration

The first international retirement flow to attract the at
tention of American researchers was of Canadians to
Florida, and the first to attract the attention of European
population geographers was the settlement of northern
European retirees in various regions of southern Europe.
The latter moves began to increase rapidly during the
1960s for a host of reasons: the new democratic regimes
in Spain, Portugal, and Greece and the admission of these
countries to the European Union, the growth of the mass
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Table 1 UK state pensioners resident in four groups of countries, the USA and Ireland, March 2005
Year Country group (thousands)
Den, Nor, Swe. Southern Europe Caribbean ACNZSA USA Ireland

1995 1.7 67.8 23.8 357.9 85.6 71.2
2000 2.9 95.6 30.2 419.6 107.0 84.1
2005 4.8 153.8 31.5 4711 128.9 97.7
Increase 1995 2005 (%) 182.4 126.8 32.4 31.6 44.7 37.2
Mean annual % increase 10.9 8.5 2.8 2.8 3.8 3.8

Notes: The country groups in the first four columns, respectively, are: (1) Denmark, Norway and Sweden; (2) Cyprus, France, Greece, ltaly, Malta,
Portugal and Spain; (3) Barbados, Dominica Republic, Grenada, Jamaica, St Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago; and (4) Australia, Canada, New
Zealand and South Africa. The tabulation includes only countries with at least 1000 customers in 2005.

Derived from Department for Work and Pensions, Overseas Division, Newcastle upon Tyne, personal communication.

‘package’ holiday trade and its associated airports and
modern ‘infrastructure’ facilities, and the spread of oc
cupational pensions, early retirement and home owner
ship in the Northern countries (which enabled more
people to purchase property abroad). Ever since,
the proliferating studies have made clear that there
is no clear break between seasonal, temporary, and per
manent moves, or between ‘residential tourism’ and
migration.

A warm climate is the main attraction, and most
‘migration units’ are couples aged in their late 50s and
early 60s. Some move to the popular holiday islands or
‘costas’ and their hinterlands, as particularly in Spain;
others disperse across rural areas of high landscape value,
as particularly in the south of France and in Tuscany and
Umbria in Italy. Many of these retirement migrants are
relatively affluent — they epitomize the latest cohort of
healthier and more active older people, commonly (if not
always accurately) called the ‘baby boomers’, which some
say are less family oriented and more concerned with
‘quality of life’ than their predecessors. The cultural,
psychosocial, and behavioral transformations involved in
retiring abroad are beginning to be documented. Like all
international migrants, by moving to countries with dif
ferent languages, customs, institutions, and social welfare
and healthcare policies they are taking risks. One reason
for giving close attention to their situation is that little is
yet known about how the decrements of old age — in
vigor, health, income, and social networks — and its dis
eases and disorders shape people’s household situations
and migration decisions. Studies of the phenomenon are
rapidly diversifying and there are now impressive con
tributions from many European countries.

Aged Labor Migrants

A contrasting group of older migrants comprises labor
migrants who have reached old age in the countries to
which they moved in their early adult years. They are
also socially diverse, but in Europe very many migrated
from the Caribbean, north and west Africa, Turkey, the
Middle East, and the Indian subcontinent to the cities of

northwest Europe from the 1950s to the 1970s. Many
came from depressed rural areas, had relauvely little
education, and acquired few formal or technical job skills.
They are now some of the most disadvantaged and so
cially excluded older people in Western Europe. They
are markedly heterogeneous, not just in origins and
cultural and ethnic characteristics, but also in the extent
to which they have raised children and formed social
networks in their chosen country — important factors in
their ability both to develop satisfying roles when no
longer in work and, should their capacities decline, to
turn to informal family and community support. There is
also considerable diversity in their knowledge of, en
titlements to, and utilization of state income, social
housing, social service, and healthcare benefits and
services.

Migrations by older people and their residential
space—time patterns have become more diverse with the
growth of second (or more) home owning and with the
reduced costs of international air travel and tele
communications. Seasonal and transnational residence
patterns are probably growing more quickly than clean
break, ‘total displacement’ retirement moves, and it seems
likely that the once clear distinction between ‘retirement’
and ‘return’ migrations is becoming blurred. There are
multiplying reports from The Netherlands, Belgium,
Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland that an increasing
number of international labor migrants who reach re
tirement have maintained social contacts and residences
(or residential opportunities) in both their adopted and
their origin countries — and some in third countries too.
Transnational lifestyles have recently attracted much
attention from migration researchers, but only rarely
with reference to older people. Ever since the studies in
the early 1990s of Canadian retirees’ ‘snowbird’ seasonal
migration to Florida it has been known, however, that
some skillfully manipulate their entitlements to health
care, social security, and other benefits (and their tax
liabilities) in both origin and destination countries by
programmed moves between the two. Some also derive
much satisfaction from having different social networks
and activities in two locations.
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Return and Family-Joining Older Migrants

Alongside the two main types of older migrants, there are
others about which much less is known. The most ap
parent are ‘return migrants’, the labor migrants of long
residence who return to their native regions and coun
tries when they cease work. They are themselves diverse,
and their migrations straddle internal and international
moves. In all countries, some who moved to the capital or
largest commercial cities of a country from rural prov
inces return to their native regions when they retire, and
some make similar returns across an international
boundary. Large numbers of Irish citizens return to Ire
land after spending most of their working lives in the
United Kingdom, and the same applies to Canadians
whose careers were in the United States. Only a few of
these moves have attracted systematic study and pub
lished accounts, but careful studies show that many re
turns are problematic, partly because the people and the
settlements they left decades before have radically
changed. The rate of return is influenced by whether the
origin country is politically stable, has a strong welfare
system, and a clement climate. Among European labor
migrants in Australia, for example, there is a higher rate
of return to Italy and Malta than to the United Kingdom
or the former Yugoslavian Republic.

Social security and insurance agencies in Germany,
the United States, and the United Kingdom publish
statistics on the number of their clients receiving old age
benefits that are resident in other countries. The total
number of UK State Pensioners living abroad exceeded 1
million for the first time early in 2007 (approximating
one in eight of all recipients). These data also show that
other types of migration in later life are more volumin
ous than either ‘amenity led’ or ‘return’ migrations. For
both the Germans and the British, the largest overseas
beneficiary populations are in the United States, Canada,
and Australia (Table 1). There are many German re
cipients in Austria, Switzerland, and Brazil, and there are
many British recipients in Ireland and Germany. The
clear inference is that there are substantial flows of
family joining migrants who follow their children’s
earlier migrations, and that the dispersion is influenced
by long established colonial, economic, and armed forces
connections. While the processes and consequences of
family joining migrations have been studied among re
cent intercontinental labor migrants into Europe and
North America, the comparable flows out of north west
Europe continue to be neglected.

Older Minority-Group Migrants in Rich
Countries

In most developed countries, many surveys of the health
and treatment needs of minority group older migrants
are now undertaken by health and social services

agencies, which of course have privileged access to their
patients, and have the resources needed to translate
questionnaires and employ bilingual interviewers. The
findings of such surveys are largely descriptive and policy
and practice oriented, and have been criticized as too
ready to generalize about very diverse groups, for ex
ample in assuming that all minority groups have stronger
family support networks than the host population.
Overall, however, their findings confirm that the older
migrants from peasant and near subsistence agricultural
origins, who in the reception countries have been em
ployed mainly in low skilled and low paid jobs, have high
rates of sickness, poverty, social isolation and discon
nection from the welfare system, and low entitlements to
social security.

Academic studies have added understanding of older
migrants’ integration with the host societies and of the
influence of the destination societies on their values,
identities, and views. A particularly delicate matter is any
disparity between their expectations and actual experi
ence of intergenerational relations, and more specifically
of the likely support and care from their children if and
when they become dependent. Studies at opposite ends
of the Earth, in Detroit, Michigan, and Brisbane,
Queensland, have reached similar conclusions not only
about the insensitivity of services to migrants’ cultural
differences and their resulting exclusion, but also about
ambivalences and confusions in identuties and values.
Many Middle Eastern migrants in Detroit left their
homes as very young adults and did not care for their
parents when they became old. As the migrants reach
their own old age, some have views about what their
children ‘should’ do for them that are idealized and
normative, but most are also keenly aware that their wish
to be closely involved with their children and grand
children is inconsistent with the latter’s adoption of
American ways, material ambitions, and need to work
long hours. The cultural gap between the generations is
in some cases a source of serious distress and dismay.

Turning to older Chinese migrants in Brisbane, Ip,
Lui and Chui’s (2007: 733) found that “social isolation
and feelings of loneliness and confinement were common
and particularly acute among women ... and exacerbated
by increasing dependence upon their adult children for
transport. ... Inadequate support from family members
made it more difficult for them to take part in social
activities or to access the amenities provided by the city
for older people in general” Paradoxically, because of the
common belief that Chinese older parents are usually
well looked after, especially in middle class families, the
predicament of many was unnoticed. In many developed
countries, because Chinese immigration is long estab
lished, the population has many older people and they
tend to be more dispersed than other migrant groups.
Many came to work in restaurants and fast food shops,
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where they worked long hours in poor physical con
ditions; and many men never learnt the local language or
married and in old age had little informal support. Across
the world, Chinese expatriate communities have gener
ated their own charitable welfare associations that pro
vide vital links to the most isolated older migrants with
formal health and social service agencies.

Migrants in Advanced Old Age

A particular concern of both older people’s welfare or
ganizations and the public authorities in areas with high
concentrations of older migrants is that some, through
poor planning, bad luck, or sickness, end up in situations
in which they are isolated, impoverished, and out of
touch with both formal and informal support. Most who
move long distances for retirement, whether within a
country or across an international border, do so as cou
ples. In most cases they move away from their closest
family, and some move to foreign countries where they
do not speak the language and have reduced entitlements
to public sector healthcare, personal social services, and
‘social” housing. Retirement migrants who move in their
50s or early 60s are generally fit and active, but as time
passes, health and income decline and a point may come
when one of the couple becomes severely ill or dies.
Others are duped by property developers or builders.
While most avoid severe problems, or have family or
friends to help, there are occasional cases of serious
distress.

Recent Developments in Retirement Migration

The percentage of United States retirees who migrate
abroad is very small, but given the very large population
and the recent surge of international travel and com
munications, the absolute number is growing. The phe
nomenon has recently attracted a major study by the
Migration Policy Institute in 2006 in Washington DC.
This found that “the US born senior population (aged 55
or more years) grew substantially in both Mexico and
Panama between 1990 and 2000, and continues to in
crease rapidly. Mexico saw the number of US born senior
residents increase by 17 per cent during the 1990s, while
the number in Panama increased by 136 per cent. Some
municipalities in Mexico have seen much faster growth,
such as Chapala (581%) and Los Cabos (308%). The
number of US citizens obtaining pensioner visas in
Panama more than tripled between 2003 and 2005.”
(Migration Policy Institute 2006: 2-3)

A recent survey of US retirees in the Lake Chapala
region of central Mexico found, “important differences
between the European and north American cases: in the
former, the retirees move from a developed nation to
another developed nation, which reduces the cost of
living or financial advantage, and raises the relative

importance of the environmental attractions. By com
parison, the US retirees with their fixed incomes are
mainly looking for affordable retirement locations. The
sense of community and friendship at the retirement
destination was also found to be a strong attraction. Many
of the respondents had visited several possible retirement
locations, primarily as tourists, but it was the areas at
which they had developed social networks that became
the most likely places for retirement. The local expatriate
associations organize social and cultural acuvites and
help the retirees, particularly the newcomers, during
their transition to the new community. These new social
networks give the migrants a sense of community and for
many become more active components of their social life
than kinship ties and relationships in the United States.”
(Sunil, Rojas, and Bradley 2007: 505)

In 2006, the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office
commissioned a wide ranging study of the circumstances
of ‘Britons Abroad’ (Institute for Public Policy Research
2006). This was partly stimulated by the increasing load on
consular staff as more and more nationals traveled and
resided in foreign countries, and partly by moves in
Brussels to increase the portability of healthcare entitle
ments among the member states of the European Union.
From the inception of the EU, among its key principles
have been a ‘common market’ and the ‘free movement of
labor’. The result has been millions of cross border moves,
which at first were conceived as temporary labor place
ments but of course have led to cross national marriages
and permanent settlement. Soon large numbers of
workers and their families had complex multinational
biographies and histories of payments to more than one
country’s social security system. This in turn has required
binational policy assessments of the respective responsi
bilities of the social security administrations in the two
countries for paying unemployment, sickness, and retire
ment benefits in individual cases, and bilateral policy
agreements about how these estimates are made. These
arrangements have raised the ‘social protection’ of millions
of workers, but inevitably some complex biographies,
many involving the breakup of the migrant family through
estrangement or bereavement, mean that some individuals
fall through the welfare ‘safety net.

There have also been studies of the migration of
Western country retired men to Thailand. The major
reported motives were low living costs, a warm climate,
to escape a disliked home nation, like of the Thai lifestyle
and culture, and the availability of attractive sexual
partners. Most retirees took a Thai spouse or live in
partner. The move apparently works out well for most, at
least initially. They report positive wellbeing and feel
assimilated, but most live with visa insecurity and
socialize mainly with other foreigners. The major long
term concerns of Western retired men in Thailand are
their healthcare and welfare needs, income problems, the
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rise of negative local reactions to the influx of Westerners,
and the possibility of visa cancellation that would enforce
a move elsewhere.

Mobility and Older People’s Quality of Life

Studies of migration tend to feature the more visible and
radical forms, like retirement to Spain or Costa Rica, or
the return from London or New York to Jamaica, when
most migrations by older people are local housing ad

justments — like those by adults of all ages. Many local
moves make an important contribution to maintaining
older people’s independence and raising their quality of
life. With more than one fifth of the population of most
developed countries now aged 60 or more (and many in
their 50s having retired), and average life expectancy
close to 80 years of age, clearly ‘old age’ can extend for
decades and be a substantial fraction of a person’s life. It
is a life course stage of many changes. Early in retire

ment, some move to more attractive environments, where
they can pursue nonwork interests, and others move to
smaller homes or to live nearer their children and
grandchildren. At older ages, many experience losses in
health, vigor, partners, and income, and become no
longer able to afford or drive a car, to climb stairs, to
maintain a large garden or mow the smallest lawn, and to
walk to and from shops. Several of these changes ser

1ously impair an older person’s or a couple’s quality of
life, but can be ameliorated by a move to a more con

venient home or location. One can say that impaired
personal mobility encourages residential mobility. Some
move to housing schemes designed for older people, for
the surveillance or support they provide, or to enjoy
more personal security. Population geographers have
made substantial contributions to understanding the role
of migration in older people’s lives, but the work has been
selective, and local moves and housing adjustments have
been neglected. There is immense scope for more col

laboration between geographers and gerontologists in
understanding the role of residential mobility in older
people’s lives.

See also: Emigration; Immigration I; Immigration II;
Migration; Population Geography; Transnationalism.
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Glossary

Adultism Systematic mistreatment and disrespect of
younger people due to age. Ageism based on a binary
distinction between the categories adult and child and
privileging adults over children.

Ageism Any form of prejudice or stereotyping based
on age.

Intersectionality The interaction between different
forms of oppression and privilege, including gender,
race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, disability, and age.

Life Course Dynamic and often unpredictable ways in
which a person’s life progresses, rather than along rigid
or predetermined stages.

Performativity Emphasizes the ways in which ideas
and identities such as those connected to gender and
age are not fixed, but continually produced in each
momentary performance of them.

Relationality An approach to social axes such as age
which destabilizes rigid divisions and highlights
interdependence. In the case of age, relationality
emphasizes the coexistence of different ages on a
shared continuum and the mutual reliance of one point
on this continuum to all others.

Segregation The separation of people based on a
particular trait or series of traits such as race, gender,
and age. Segregation may be spatial, sociocultural,
political, and psychological in its operation.

Younger People A term used to approach people in
an age relational way, avoiding closing off subjects and
creating an apparently rigid category as is commonly the
case with ‘terms’ ‘child” and ‘youth.’

Introduction

Age is important. Alongside gender, race, ethnicity, sex
ual orientation, class, dis/ability, and other axes of social
difference, age shapes the social world at every scale and
in many different ways. In common with all lines of social
difference, age is also the site of oppression and preju
dice. Ageism, or prejudice based on age, takes many
forms. It is one of the most prevalent types of oppression
in that everyone is exposed to ageism at some point and
often in multiple and shifting ways throughout their lives.
Ageism operates and is experienced through a complex
range of mechanisms which have only recently become
the focus of academic research and social policy. This
includes individuals’ internalized ageist norms and the

institutionalized ageism within political, legal, and spatial
planning systems, for example. While there has been
limited geographical analysis of age to date, the devel
opment of multidisciplinary understandings of age and
governmental policies addressing age and ageism high
light the important ways space, place, and scale shape
experiences of age and the (re)production of ageism.

The gap in geographical analysis of age has shrunk
since the 1990s, with the flourishing of work on children
and, to a lesser extent, older people. Despite this almost
exclusive focus on the margins of the age continuum, an
emerging body of work within children’s geographies and
older people’s geographies demonstrates the importance
of geographies of age more generally. Within these two
emerging subdisciplines, geographical work offers valu
able contributions to social science and policy debates,
highlighting the ways space and scale intersect with age
and other axes of social difference. Although geo
graphical analysis has clustered around the extremes of
the age spectrum, more recent work suggests this may be
used to create a broader, more relational approach to age
which explores the performativity of age and infuses
human geography with a keener sensitivity to age more
generally.

Children’s and older people’s geographies have a
number of features in common. Each have their roots in
pioneering studies carried out in the 1970s and in both
cases this groundwork became reinvigorated in the 1990s
and early twenty first century. A wider social science
and political interest in both children and older people
has enabled these subdisciplines to engage with debates
and practices beyond geography. Notwithstanding these
common features, there has been far greater attention to
work at the younger end of the age spectrum and work
in this field provides a suitable point from which to
begin an exploration of geographies of age in a fuller
sense.

Children’s Geographies

There has been sufficient research, publication, and
teaching activity in the field of children’s geographies
since Alison James’ seminal piece in the journal Ares in
1990 that a distinct subdiscipline has emerged, complete
with its own journal (Children’s Geographies, founded in
2003) and a specialty research group of the RGS IBG
(Children, Youth and Family Working Group, formed in
2006). As the name of this group suggests, the focus
within the subdiscipline has begun to broaden from

42



Ageism and Age 43

childhood to include youth and family. This demon
strates a growing willingness within geography to engage
with geographies of age more broadly. Also since 1990,
there have been claims of an ‘emergent paradigm’
forming within the social sciences which recognizes
children and childhood as a legitimate locus of concern
and introduces new epistemological and methodological
perspectives.

The new social studies of childhood have thus emerged
as an interdisciplinary, social, and cultural paradigm
within which children’s geographies play a significant role.
The interdisciplinary nature of this work is important as it
has supported the development of epistemological and
methodological critiques and approaches which have
helped propel children’s geographies since at least 1990.
Sharing insights from, among others, history, sociology,
anthropology, geography, education, childhood studies,
psychology, legal studies, and policy studies has allowed
the formation of a series of ethical, epistemological, and
methodological approaches which now inform both chil
dren’s geographies and the wider new social studies of
childhood of which it forms part. Several insights stem
from an ontological interrogation of terms such as child
and childhood, highlighting the extent to which these
terms are socially, culturally, and politically constructed:

1. Such apparently natural concepts vary considerably
over time and space. This insight helps to locate the
ideas and practices surrounding childhood temporally
and spatially. Furthermore, it highlights the extent to
which such concepts and customs are malleable. This
means that geographers are able to contribute to
understandings not only of how adultism, for example,
operates, but also how it may be overcome in favor of
greater equality and empowerment.

2. Work in this area has begun to unpick oppressive ways
in which disciplines have theorized children and
childhood, from structural sociology’s view of children
as passive subjects of socialization, as illustrated in the
work of Talcot Parsons, to the uncritical ways in which
Jean Piaget’s developmental models have been used to
produce a linear, predictable view of child develop
ment. Critiques such as these have paved the way for
new theoretical approaches to childhood and sup
ported attempts to address adultist forms of exclusion
and oppression wherever they occur.

3. Theoretical and empirical work has demonstrated that
there is no singular, universal childhood. Rather,
childhood is produced and experienced in innumer
able ways and geographers have been highly active in
this regard, exploring, for example, the diverse ways in
which childhood is experienced between and within
Minority and Majority World contexts.

4. Stemming from all the above, children are not passive
‘adults in the making’ but competent social actors

who, from birth, exercise their own agency to actively
shape the world. This agency, however, is not fixed or
given, but is as fluid and diverse as the experiences of
younger people themselves.

A commitment to equality and addressing adultism,
therefore, lies at the heart of children’s geographies and
the new social studies of childhood. Geographical work
has highlighted several key issues impacting younger
people including poverty, education, violence, health and
nutrition, and participation. While these issues often re
late to both Majority and Minority World contexts, to
date there has been disproportionately more work on
Minority World contexts. In the Minority World, for
example, geographical research has shown how adultist
practices and discourses have contributed to the erosion
of children’s independent mobility, through transport
policies favoring the motor car, the growth of privatized
civic space such as shopping centers and moral panics
surrounding stranger danger and ‘uncontrolled youth’.
Increasingly, however, work in this field has begun to
broaden its analysis both spatially and conceptually, so
that age is studied across Minority and Majority World
contexts and in a fuller, more relational sense.

Broadening the spatial analysis of children’s geog
raphies has in part been promoted by the United Nation’s
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
(agreed 1989). The most widely ratified UN human
right’s instrument, this convention has been signed by all
nations except the US and Somalia. It sets out specific
nation state responsibilities and regular detailed re
porting and accountability to the UN, thus creating an
agreed global framework to raise the status of children.
Over time this has had significant implications for chil
dren’s geographies as each nation state where the
UNCRC is in force adopts a rolling program to improve
the rights and experiences of people under 18 years of
age. While the UNCRC has been criticized for its
Western, or Minority World bias and repeating outdated
universalized understandings of childhood, it has helped
place children on the global political agenda and paved
the way for more recent work on older age.

The second, conceptual, broadening of approaches to
children involves a relational turn in which the focus has
shifted from addressing children as a discrete group to
looking at younger people and the way their geographies
intersect with others wherever they are placed on the age
continuum. Rather than closing off childhood and
essentializing ‘the child’, more recent work has begun to
look at younger people in their specificity and brings to
this analysis an awareness that age intersects with other
identities and forms of oppression, including those based
on gender, ethnicity, race, class, sexuality, and dis/ability.
Using the term ‘younger people’ rather than ‘children’
draws upon work on older people where relationality is at
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least implicitly embedded in the very label used.
Whereas the label ‘children’ may be used to carry the
implication that the subjects are discrete and bounded,
the term ‘younger people’ highlights the relationality of
age and allows greater scope for broadening analysis to
all actors, regardless of their position on the age spec

trum. Younger people as a term, therefore, may be ap

plied not only to children and youth, but also to locate
younger adults vis a vis older ones.

As this discussion suggests, there are several com
monalities between emerging subdisciplines of younger
and older people, with both contributing to under
standings of geographies of age and ageism. It is neces
sary, therefore, to look at geographies of older people in
their own right in order to further explore how geog
raphies of age and ageism are understood and where their
future contributions and developments may lie.

Geographies of Older People

While there has been significantly less geographical work
on older than younger people, there is a growing will
ingness among geographers to explore the ways space,
place, and scale impact upon and are shaped by older
people. Geographers have thus looked at ageism within
spatial planning and the ways older people experience
the built environment as well as how older age shapes
experiences of healthcare, embodiment, public transport,
memory, and bereavement. Work in this area has a
number of features in common with younger people’s
geographies. Both address highly prevalent, yet deeply
engrained forms of prejudice and both may be placed
within broader academic and policy contexts. Critical
gerontology, for example, emphasizes that older age may
be considered a socially constructed category, rather than
a fixed or natural given. It has also demonstrated that
modernity’s preoccupation with documenting chrono
logical age is a relatively recent phenomenon driven by
lawyers, bureaucrats, and legislators, who specified pre
cise numerical ages for an increasing number of civil
rights and duties. Gerontology, like the new social studies
of childhood, is also a multidisciplinary field, drawing
upon social and behavioral sciences, humanities, medi
cine, health, housing, and social care as well as policy
studies and those involved in voluntary agencies. Geo
graphical analysis has important roles to play within
gerontology, although to date it has been under
represented.

The scope for older people’s geographies to inform
policy is considerable, particularly given the growing
body of international and national legislation on age and
age discrimination. Pivotal here are two interrelated
trends. The first is a postmodern embracing of difference
and respect for diversity. This can be seen in academic

disciplines such as geography. Significantly, however, it
also extends to wider social and political arenas. Within
this climate it becomes progressively less tenable to
maintain positions of prejudice and bigotry, at least
through forms which are open to explicit and direct
questioning. The second trend is demographic, that is,
the rapid aging of the world’s population. No longer
confined to Minority World countries in their older states
of industrialization, this trend offers significant chal
lenges and opportunities, particularly in more populous
and resource scarce Majority World countries.

Responding to these dual trends, key international
agencies such as the UN and the World Health Organ
ization (WHO) have developed a rigorous body of policy
addressing ageism and creating a positive agenda for
older people with parallels to the UNCRC. These pol
icies include the WHO’s Brasilia Declaration on Ageing
(1996) and the UN’s Second World Assembly on Ageing
(Madrid, 8-12 April 2002). The latter unanimously
adopted the Madrid Political Declaration and Inter
national Plan of Action on Ageing. These policy devel
opments can be criticized for their implicit reproduction
of Western developmental norms. Indeed, there is a
striking instrumentalism behind such policies intended to
turn the so called ‘problem’ of a rapidly aging population
into an asset which can contribute to economic growth
and a mainstream development agenda. This instru
mentalism parallels policies on Education for Sustainable
Development and Global Citizenship which suggest that
the world’s economic and social challenges can be solved
by educating children to avoid their parent’s mistakes,
rather than parents making the appropriate changes
themselves. Notwithstanding their Western develop
mental bias and instrumentalism, these policies promote
an ‘active aging’ agenda which establishes older people’s
right to live in security, enjoy good health, and continue
to participate fully in society.

Such policies place older age and the ageism associ
ated with it firmly on international and national arenas
and have led to recent anti age discrimination legislation
such as that in the UK. The scale of the challenges these
initiatives address and the scope for greater engagement
with age by geographers can be seen in the suggestion
that ageism is the most pervasive form of prejudice ex
perienced in the UK population. While anti ageism le
gislation such as the UK Employment Equality (Age)
Regulations (2006) has mainly been regarded in relation
to its implications for older people, it applies equally to
younger people. Once the logic of addressing age based
discrimination 1s accepted, it becomes increasingly dif
ficult to avoid addressing all forms of ageism, including
that against younger people. It may not be long, there
fore, before there are renewed calls to reconsider the
minimum voting age and the age at which younger
people have the right to an independent income. Indeed,
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the ever broadening nature of the focus on age and aging
is reflected in the WHO and National Governments’,
emerging research agendas looking at issues such as the
gender dimensions of aging. The fact that women and
men age so differently has significant social, political, and
economic implications. The ratio of women to men
over 80 years is 2:1, for example, while among super
centenarians (those over 110 years) it is more than 10:1.
Geographers are well placed to contribute to research
and analysis on such age based phenomena.

Relational Geographies of Age

This section considers current trends and directions
being addressed by and impacting upon geographies of
age. Relational approaches to age help render the oper
ation of age explicit within all geographical analysis and
support greater awareness of age and ageism throughout
human geographical research. This has strong parallels
with the way understandings of gender and race now
inform a vast range of geographical studies. Furthermore,
relational approaches to age can help address ageism
within the discipline as well as within society more
generally.

Geographers have begun to demonstrate how norms
and expectations associated with age are played out
spatially, demonstrating how homes, streets, neighbor
hoods, parks, and shopping centers acquire meanings of
age and become sites at which ageism may be reproduced
and challenged. Although geographers have contributed a
large amount of research and analysis to ethnic or race
based segregation, however, there has been very little
attention to age based segregation, a highly significant,
yet largely overlooked geographical issue. This is par
ticularly striking given the growing attention given to age
segregation within disciplines such as sociology and an
thropology. Furthermore, the burgeoning policy interest
in age noted above suggests a valuable role for geo
graphical analysis of the ways age plays out in society
generally and shapes segregation more specifically.

There are clear signs that age segregation is increas
ingly manifest spatially as well as socially and eco
nomically. Older age, for example, has been described as
‘another country’ by several commentators. Equally, as
children’s geographers have shown, younger people are
increasingly segregated based on age not only from
middle years and older adults, but also from younger
people of different ages. This segregation operates
through a range of practices and norms, including those
surrounding housing and retail provision, education,
transport, employment, and leisure. There has been very
little work within geography, or indeed any discipline,
looking at the ways age segregation affects both the
young and old. The tendency to focus on either end of

the age spectrum is in part the result of increasingly
narrow research disciplines and subdisciplines re
sponding to a increasingly competitive neoliberal agenda
privileging international research. However, it is also
indicative of the inbuilt ageism within academic discip
lines such as geography and the wider social propensity
to segregate based on age.

Beyond studies which attempt to bridge the gap be
tween young and old, however, relational approaches to
age suggest a broader and more inclusive agenda in which
adulthood itself is directly interrogated. To develop re
lational understandings of age and begin engaging with
the root causes of ageism and segregation, it is necessary
not only to look at the ways childhood, youth, and older
age are produced and experienced, but also to explicitly
look at the invisible middle years. In this way relational
approaches to age can learn from feminist geographies
which have begun to explore masculinities and engage
with men as research subjects and similar moves to look
at whiteness within geographies of race and ethnic re
lations in the Minority World.

Addressing segregation is important as research sug
gests age based prejudice increases as levels of segre
gation increase. This has already led to calls for greater
age integration. It is important to note, however, that age
is always highly intersectional, differentiated by other
social axes, including gender, class, and race. An inter
sectional approach, which recognizes complex and
overlapping identities, is central to relational geographies
of age. While greater age mixing often creates oppor
tunities for shared understandings and challenging the
stereotypes upon which ageism is founded, many gaps
remain in understanding how such processes operate.
Indeed, evidence suggests that tokenistic and socially and
culturally insensitive age mixing may actually increase
prejudice.

A prerequisite in reversing ageism and age differen
dation is better understanding of how they operate, are
experienced, and reproduced. This involves looking
critically and sensitively at the range of contexts and
scales at play, from the individual to the region. For ex
ample, segregation operates on an individual level within
an individual’s own psyche as they internalize norms and
practices which compartmentalize our life courses into
different age based stages. These individual scale pro
cesses contribute, in the post welfare state Minority
World at least, to the reproduction of a tripartite segre
gation of life course into periods of education, work, and
leisure. As lifestyle and life course become more indi
vidualized, this segregation may weaken. The rise of
neoliberalism, and other contemporary trends have led to
flexible employment, lifelong learning and reskilling, the
extension of the retirement age and questions over the
feasibility of pension funds, for example. These processes
undermine established age based patterns and norms
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such as the tripartite life course and open up new pos
sibilities which could reduce or exacerbate segregation.
The difficulty in predicting the implications of such
changes highlights the importance of continued research
and analysis.

Another example of such trends is the increase in market
segmentation used to sell goods and services. This can
contribute to age segregation through the creation of nar
rowly defined identities which often have rigid age based
ordering, though this is not inevitably nor exclusively
the case. Nevertheless, much work remains to be done by
geographers, and others, employing relational understand
ings of age to explore such processes. Furthermore, a gap
remains when it comes to practical policies capable of in
creasing age based mixing and reversing the trend toward
age segregation and more holistic and relational approaches
to age and segregation can help address this lacuna.

Sustainability, for example, is an imperative moving
rapidly up the political and social agenda throughout the
world as challenges posed by climate change, peak
oil, and growing inequality become more apparent and
urgent. The transition to a more sustainable society in
volves significant changes in terms of social, environ
mental, and economic organization. Therefore, these
transformations will both benefit from and significantly
contribute to greater age based awareness, equality, and
integration. For example, sustainable settlement planning
tends to involve mixed use developments integrating a
full range of functions, including employment, housing,
retail, education, recreation, energy generation, and other
forms of production. This is a reversal of the zoning
approach dominant within urban planning since 1945
and opens up considerable opportunities for greater
age based integration to be placed at the heart of new
approaches to settlement planning.

A more nuanced and relational approach to segre
gation 1s paramount when one looks at other future
trends, including the aging of society. Despite exceptions,
the tendency within geographical studies of age to date
has been for geographies of age to emerge from Minority
World institutions, research Minority World contexts,
and address Minority World concerns. While such a
critique has been leveled at geography as a whole and is
by no means unique to geographies of age, it is important
that geographies of age address it and relational ap
proaches can again support this. Much can be learnt from
looking at the ways age is experienced and produced
across different contexts around the world. The phe
nomenon of society’s aging, for example, is happening in
both Minority and Majority World countries, and the
implications of this phenomenon have both similarities
and marked contrasts across these contexts. The trend
toward increased age segregation in the Minority World
has been driven in many respects by developmental
pathways based on consumerism driven economic

growth. As this pathway has been increasingly taken up in
the Majority World since 1945, how is this shaping age
relations in these diverse contexts? Relational geog
raphies of age are well placed to help answer such
questions and address the various gaps identified above.
Perhaps key to this is a more integrated approach which
relational approaches to age can help provide. This in
volves a refusal to simplify either identities or the
process at work which lead to differentiaton and
segregation.

Conclusion: Performing age

Recent work within geography has highlighted the per

formed nature of identity. This approach has been very
useful in deepening understandings of the ways gender
and sexuality, for example, are not fixed or given but
continually performed and endlessly capable of dis

ruption and reinvention. There has been very little work
approaching age in this way, although such an approach
offers many insights into the relational nature of geog

raphies of age. The imperative to address ageism informs
geographies of age just as the imperative to address
sexism informs feminist geographies. However, in high

lighting the pernicious nature of age discrimination it is
important that the geographers do not treat those most
vulnerable to ageism as passive victims, but emphasizes
their agency and competence. Engaging with the per

formativity of age based identities and practices can help
draw out this agency and the potential to disrupt as well
as re inscribe age based norms. Participation also offers
great potential to contribute to relational geographies of
age, both highlighting the diverse ways in which actors
participate in the performance of age and in terms of the
contribution participatory research approaches can make
to these geographies. Participatory research is particu

larly well suited to the creation of knowledge which is
relational, intersectional, and empowering and thus has
an important role to play in developing relational
geographies of age. Geographies which approach all
people, irrespective of age, as different, yet equal and
actively performing their identities may be better able to
embrace, understand, and engage with the diversity and

fluidity of childhoods, youthhoods, and adulthoods.

See also: Children/Childhood; Performance, Research as;
Transport and Social Exclusion; Youth/Youth Cultures.
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Relevant Websites

http://www.youthonboard.org
A project working with youth and adults to empower and foster
learning around age based issues and their intersection with other
lines of oppression.

http://youthfacts.org
A web based project setup by Mike A. Males, author of several
books on younger people and adultism. The project aims to debunk

myths and stereotypes about youth and provide balanced
information.
http://childrens research centre.open.ac.uk
An example of an academic research institution which empowers
younger people to engage in advanced research projects.
http://www.colorado.edu
Children, Youth, Environments is an academic, online journal
available to all.
http://www.magicme.co.uk
Example of a project approaching age in a relational and
intersectional way, using art to bring people of diverse ages and
backgrounds together.
http://www.gcyf.org.uk
Geographies of Children, Youth and Families Working Group of the
RGS IBG exists to explore current and future research, teaching,
and practice in this field.
http://www.pygywg.org
Participatory Geographies Research Group of the RGS IBG.
Participatory research has been integral to the development of
children’s geographies and can play a significant role in developing
relational geographies of age.
http://www.who.int
The English language page of the WHO’s website on its various
aging programs.
http://www.iagg.com.br
The International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics.
http://time space life course.ncl.ac.uk
Website of an Economic and Social Research Council Seminar
Series on Time Space and Life Course. This 2 year project
demonstrates the growing interest in relational geographies of age
and will provide a resource for those interested in life course
geographies beyond the life of the project.
http://www.freechild.org
Website run by Common Action, an youth empowerment
organization.
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Introduction

The term agglomeration can be used both as a noun and
as a verb. Dictionary entries of agglomeration as a noun
will typically refer to a “collection or mass of things
rudely or loosely thrown or huddled together,” an “un

methodical assemblage,” a “confused or jumbled mass,”
or merely a “clustering or cluster.” As a verb, con

sequently, agglomeration refers to the act or process of
collecting in a mass, of heaping together, or to combine
mechanically without any adaptation of parts.

The Core Issue of Economic Geography

In the context of economic geography, agglomeration
may refer to a concentration in space of some entity, or
the process by which such a spatial formation is created.
While the dictionary definitions signal that agglomer
ation is to be understood as an unsystematic, haphazard
process, where some entities pile up together in space but
are not really affected in any particular way, economic
geographers tend to think of agglomeration as something
that can be explained by some sort of rationale on behalf
of the actors involved, and with profound effect on
economic outcomes in terms of productivity, com
petitiveness, or prosperity.

There is reason to take the issue of agglomeration
seriously. Much may be learned about the role of space
and place in economic processes by trying to pinpoint the
driving forces that make for agglomeration in space of
economic activity. Indeed, many would argue that spatial
agglomeration is the phenomenon that ultimately mo
tivates and defines the existence of economic geography
as an academic discipline.

We would argue that the defining issue of economic
geography is the need to explain concentrations of
population and of economic activity: the distinction be
tween manufacturing belt and farm belt, the existence of
cities, the role of industry clusters. Broadly speaking, all
these concentrations form and survive because of some
form of agglomeration economies, in which spatial con
centration itself creates the favorable economic en
further and continued

vironment that supports

concentration. (Fujita e al, 1999: 4)

To complicate things, the concept of agglomeration
has come to denote several sociospatial phenomena as
the above quotation illustrates. It can refer to the

tendency for people and economic activity in general to
concentrate in big cities or economic core regions. Re
markably large proportions of global value creation take
place in a limited number of highly concentrated core
regions. It can also refer to the fact that firms within the
same or closely related industries often tend to gather at
certain places, to form specialized clusters or districts.

Early attempts to define the economic advantages
gained by agglomerative behavior were framed by a
division into two sorts of agglomeration economies. Thus,
urbanization economies came to denote those advantages
to be gained by location in a large and dense urban area,
while the notion of localization economies referred to
advantages gained by locating close to other similar or
related forms. While this distinction is well established,
one should note that similar factors are often held to
make up both mechanisms.

It is the latter aspect of agglomeration — the ‘birds of a
feather flock together’ phenomenon — that makes up the
main focus of this article. This sort of spatial agglomer
ation of similar and related firms and industries is most
easily illustrated by pointing to some world known ex
amples. Thus, most people cannot think of geographical
notions like Hollywood, Silicon Valley, Detroit, or The
City of London without associating them with the in
dustries that define and dominate them (movies, infor
mation and communication technology (ICT), cars, and
financial services, respectively). Indeed, in the most ex
treme cases, it is difficult to think of an industry or its
products without thinking in parallel of the particular
places where its core activities are assembled. Figure 1
shows some more or less well known leading regional
agglomerations, or clusters, in Europe.

Throughout the twentieth century, a literature pro
liferated which, taken together, contributes to the for
mulation of a theory of why industry agglomeration
emerges, and in what ways location in proximity of
similar or related firms contributes to the competitiveness
of an individual firm. Among the ‘classics’ in this field of
research can be mentioned Alfred Marshall, Alfred
Weber, Edgar Hoover, Gunnar Myrdal, and Allen Pred.

After a period of relative neglect during the 1970s and
1980s, the period since the early 1990s has seen re
emerging research efforts being devoted to analyzing and
explaining localization economies. Major contributions to
this revival have been signed by geographers like Allen
Scott, alongside business strategists like Michael Porter
and economists like Paul Krugman. Despite quite dif
ferent points of departure and methodologies, they have
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Figure 1 Some major industry agglomeratins in Europe. Source: European Cluster observatory (www.cluster.observatory.eu).

all come to regard spatial agglomeration of similar and metropolitan economy, especially in more economically
related economic activity as a key starting point for advanced nations. (Porter, 1998: 78)
understanding the workings and transformations of the

world economy:

The endemic tendency in capitalism for dense localized
clusters of productive activity to appear at different lo
cations on the landscape has major implications for
growth and productivity. These clusters are constituted
as transactions intensive regional economies which are in
turn caught up in structures of interdependency stretch
ing across the entire globe. (Scott, 1998: 398)

Today’s economic map of the world is dominated by (...)
critical masses in one place of unusual competitive
success in particular fields. Clusters are a striking feature
of virtually every national, regional, state, and even

Agglomeration  the clustering of economic activity,
created and sustained by some sort of circular logic
occurs at many different levels, from the local shopping
districts that serve residential areas within cities to spe
cialized economic regions like Silicon Valley (or the City
of London) that serve the world market as a whole.
(Fujita er al, 1999: 1)

While being pursued by scholars who represent dif
ferent academic disciplines and traditions, and analyze
the role of geographical space in economic process as
part of rather disparate wider agendas, the point of de
parture here is that there exists a common research
agenda across various disciplines: that of understanding
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the role of space and place in industrial development in
general, and the phenomenon of spatial agglomeration of
similar and related economic activity in particular.

A note on terminology should be entered here. The
agglomeration phenomenon is dealt with in the literature
under different headings. Alfred Marshall’s classical —
and stll in many ways unsurpassed — contribution to the
topic uses the concept of localization to analyze the
coming into existence of ‘industrial districts’. In recent
years, clusters and clustering have been the most widely
circulated terms, following the work by Michael Porter. It
has been argued by some that the agglomeration concept
would refer exclusively to the spatial concentration of
firms and industries, while the cluster concept would
refer to spatial collocation in combination with functional
linkage between the parties involved. For the purpose of
this article, however, the terms agglomeration, local
ization, and clustering are treated as synonyms.

False Paradoxes and ‘Circular Logics’

The research problem attached to the agglomeration
phenomenon may seem to be trivial. We have a phe
nomenon that can be observed in reality. Firms in the
same or related industries often — although far from al
ways — tend to co locate in space, and this should rea
sonably indicate that there should be some advantages
connected to such a location pattern: agglomerations do
exist and this may legitimately make us assume that such a
spatial structure is in some sense efficient or rational. Sull,
the agglomeration phenomenon is often misconceived and
the concept of agglomeration economies remains elusive.
A common misconception of the problem has to do
with the relation between globalization and the spatal
location of economic activity. All too often in con
temporary economic geography, reference is being made
to an alleged paradox: in an increasingly globalized world
economy, localization seems to matter more, not less. The
key to this alleged paradox can be found already in Adam
Smith’s famous dictum in his Inquiry into the Wealth of
Nations in 1776, however, stating that the division of labor
is determined by the extent of the market. The extension
of the market explicitly refers to the spatial extension of
the producers’ market area. Smith’s statement has a
strong bearing on recent work on the logic of industrial
agglomeration. If globalization means the emergence of
truly integrated global markets, it follows that it is in
creasingly possible to access these global markets from, in
principle, any point of location. It should be easy to see
the increased global economic integration opens up for
more local/regional /national specialization. Thus, the
structural effect of such globalization is that one or a few
leading global production centers should in principle be
able to supply the entire world market in each industry,

where previously there were many of regional, national,
or local production centers. In other words, increasing
agglomeration of similar and related activity should be
seen as a structural effect of globalization rather than
some strange paradox.

The circular logic referred to in the quotation by
Fujita ez al. incurs more serious problems, however. In the
terminology of economists, the agglomeration phenom
enon is intimately related to increasing returns. (Eco
nomic) geographers often prefer the concept of external
economies of scale. Either way, we have a situation where
initial events trigger subsequent action in a process of
cumulative causation — or a circular logic, as Fujita ez al.
phrased it in the quote above. The existence of one or
several firms in a certain place will lead to the attraction
of more firms of the same kind, and the increased volume
of activity will in turn exert an even greater attraction on
further firms. Such processes tend to be self reinforcing,
at least until some countering diseconomies kick in.
There are several potential problems with this line of
reasoning. One is that, unless it can be specified in some
detail what the mechanisms of agglomeration economies
are, there is the risk of ending up in circular reasoning.
Paul Krugman cites the remark of a sarcastic physicist
who had just heard a presentation on increasing returns:
“So you’re telling us that agglomerations form because of
agglomeration economies.” Models of agglomeration
have always run such a risk: the existence of agglomer
ations 1s explained by agglomeration economies. These
agglomeration economies cannot really be specified or
observed but their existence is proved by the existence of
agglomerations! A related problem is that a proper ex
planation of the agglomeration phenomenon should also
have to specify the limits of agglomeration economies. If
we specify a number of reasons why it is advantageous for
firms to locate close to other similar or related firms or in
big cities — which indeed many of them do — we also have
to be able to say something about why not all firms locate
in such settings, or why in some case dense agglomer
ations seem to petrify and lose their dynamism.

The next section summarizes the factors held to make
up agglomeration (or localization) economies. The final
section then discusses in schematic terms how we can
understand the development of agglomerations over
time, by adopting an evolutionary approach.

What Factors Make Up Agglomeration
Economies?

Identifying and analyzing those advantages that may
accrue to firms located in close juxtaposition to other
similar and related firms, rather than being located in
isolation, is one way to account for the agglomeration
phenomenon. The concept of agglomeration economies
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(or localization economies) refers to these advantages.
The basic understanding of this concept was in place
already a century ago. Thus, Alfred Marshall identified
already in 1890 three different mechanisms — related
to interfirm linkage, labor skills, and knowledge
spillover that are still more or less valid. A few decades
later location theorists like Alfred Weber added a
fourth, pointing to cost savings derived from shared
infrastructure.

Beginning with the latter, there are benefits to be
gained from the possibility for agglomerated firms to
share the cost for certain collective resources between
several firms. This applies in particular to the cost of
installing proper infrastructures (roads, sewage, elec
tricity, and broadband networks) and institutions (edu
cation and legal systems). It need not be just a matter of
cost savings, however. When an agglomeration of similar
or related firms is established, there is also a potential to
adjust the local infrastructure, the education system, and
other types of collective goods after the needs of this
particular industry.

Second, firms in agglomerations can reduce their
transport and transaction costs as interfirm transactions
and shipments are simplified when the distance between
firms is negligible. The customer firm that can place an
order with a supplier located down the street will gain an
advantage in relation to a competitor that has to travel
long distances to see its supplier or, alternatively,
place the order by means of some communications sys
tem and then wait for the shipment to take place. Re
duced transaction costs for co located trading partners
may be the shorthand for this second mechanism.

Third, agglomeration makes for the development of a
local labor market for specialized skills. The establish
ment of a local pool of skilled labor has been proposed as
a major element of the localization economies ever since
Alfred Marshall more than a century ago wrote so ele
gantly about the advantages of being located in an in
dustrial district:

Again, in all but the earliest stages of economic devel
opment a localized industry gains a great advantage from
the fact that it offers a constant market for skill. Em
ployers are apt to resort to any place where they are
likely to find a good choice of workers with the special
skill which they require; while men seeking employment
naturally go places where there are many employers who
need such skill as theirs and where therefore it is likely to
find a good market. (Marshall, 1890/1916: 271)

Thus, it can theoretically be argued that local labor
markets function better, from the point of view of both
firms and employees, if there are several similar and re
lated firms around. Well functioning markets for

specialized labor skills can thus be added to the list of
localization economies.

Fourth, an agglomeration of related firms forms the
basis of a local milieu that may facilitate knowledge
spillovers and stimulate various forms of learning and
adaptation. This is the aspect of industry agglomeration
that has attracted the bulk of research interest since the
early 1990s. The general argument is that agglomerations
tend to trigger processes that create not only dynamism
and flexibility in general, but also learning and innov
ation. In such milieus, chances are greater that an indi
vidual firm gets in touch with actors that have developed
or been early adopters of new technology. The flow of
industry related information and knowledge is generally
more abundant to the advantage of all firms involved. A
local culture with specific norms, values, and institutions
(formal and informal) makes it possible to transfer also
more tacit forms of knowledge from one actor to another.
Thus, agglomeration may also promote localized learning
and knowledge spillovers between firms.

To sum up: spatial proximity between similar and
related firms does make easier not just interfirm trans
actions in general, but in particular those interactions and
knowledge spillovers which form the basis for innovation
and learning. The generation of well functioning labor
markets for specialized skills does also contribute both to
efficiency and knowledge creation. Institutional and in
frastructural factors add further to making location in an
agglomeration beneficial for the individual firm.

How Do Agglomerations Emerge and
Develop - Historical Approaches

Spatial agglomerations of similar and related economic
activity often have deep historical roots. An alternative
way to understand the agglomeration phenomenon is to
study real agglomerations historically in order to analyze
their birth, growth, saturation, decline, and possible
reinvigoration.

The origin of the agglomeration in such accounts, that
is, the event or action which triggered subsequent de
velopments, sometimes turns out to be related to some
more or less traditional factor of location, that is, some
natural or social asset that at a certain point in time
turned out to be an important location factor for a par
ticular type of economic activity. Almost equally often,
however, there seems to be a considerable amount of
chance involved. Some entrepreneurial person did, for
some reason, get the idea to start a certain type of eco
nomic activity. Analyses of Silicon Valley do almost
without exception start out telling one particular story.
This is the story of how Frederick Terman, who had
moved from Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) in Boston to a chair in electro technology at
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Stanford University, encouraged his two students, Wil
liam Hewlett and David Packard, to try to find a way to
commercialize an instrument which Hewlett had de
signed as part of his work with his master thesis. Thus, in
a garage in Palo Alto in the late 1930s, a business was set
up that meant the start of a process which within a couple
of decades had developed into the world’s without doubt
most important agglomeration in the computers, elec
tronics, and software industry. The fact that a young
woman named Catherine Evans decided to make a
wedding gift in 1895 was one of the reasons why Dalton,
Georgia, half a century later had become the primary US
agglomeration of firms producing carpets. The literature
is rather silent of the mechanisms causing these rather
random historical moments which sometimes trigger the
development of agglomerations, except for the fact that
most new firms start out at the place of residence of their
founder.

Once an activity has started in a particular place,
other mechanisms come into play, contributing to sub
sequent developments. Thus, while agglomerations often
originate in a rather random series of events leading to
the start of a new firm at the place of residence of the
entrepreneur; they are sustained by various forms of in
ertia and myopia, meaning that firms rarely relocate once
they have been rooted in a place, but more importantly
that a successful economic activity in one place is often
followed by other similar or related activities. This could
be the result from spinoffs, that is, former employees see
a chance to start their own business, either as a com
petitor or a supplier to the original firm, but also through
simple imitation. The fact that one firm succeeds is seen
as a proof that this is a viable business in the particular
location and it will inspire others in the neighborhood to
try their luck in the same business.

In addition to pioneering, imitation, and spinoffs,
various processes will tend to follow: the creation of
networks between local firms; the creation of a local
culture, supporting infrastructures and institutions
adopted to the proliferation industry; the establishment
of the place as a brand of the industry and subsequent
attraction on resources from the outside (people, capital,
firms). Uldmately, agglomerations of many similar and
related firms will also tend to go through phases of
consolidation — at some stage some firms tend to take on
leading roles and often this means that they take over
other firms in the agglomeration such that an initally
small firm based agglomeration often ends up being
dominated by a limited number of larger firms. Also,
history tells us that most regional agglomerations, sooner
or later, run into phases of crisis. Elements of petrifaction
are often revealed at points in history when technological
or other developments call for rapid restructuring. This
may mean that what was once a leading center of
dynamism within a given line of business ends up as an

‘old industrial region’, facing problems of renewal and
finding itself being out competed by firms located else
where. Then again, there are numerous examples of how
industry agglomerations manage to reinvent themselves
also in this phase, such that they can actually retrieve
some of their former greatness.

The above is not intended as a complete stage model
of the rise and fall of industry agglomerations. It merely
serves to establish as a fact that some of our knowledge
on the agglomeration phenomenon comes from studying
the historical development of agglomerations, and that it
1s possible through such accounts to gain insight into the
processes which make for the evolutionary development
of industry agglomerations. In addition, it is useful to
keep in mind that the impact of agglomeration econ
omies may vary considerably over time, throughout the
life cycles of industry agglomeration.

Remaining Research Challenges

The agglomeration phenomenon has been a core re

search issue in economic geography for many years. Still
there are unresolved questions that remain challenges for
further research in the field. One issue stands out as being
particularly important in this context. Will the continu

ous development of ICT eventually reduce the need for
face to face interaction not just for transmitting standard
information but also when it comes to complex problem
solving and explorative activities? And will this in turn
reduce the need for, and benefits following from, spatial
agglomeration of similar and related activity?

See also: Competitiveness; Creativity; Entrepreneurship;
Industrial Location; Innovation; Labor Market; Location
Theory; Uneven Development.
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Glossary

Existentialism A philosophy of existence or being
concerned with choice, freedom, and authenticity that
holds individuals to be without predetermined essence.
Rather, persons are responsible for their own essential
being through their individual will and actions.

Panic Attack Sudden and overwhelming experience
of intense and disabling anxiety experienced by phobia
sufferers when confronted with their phobic object.
Phenomenology A philosophy that investigates the
experience and subjective significance of phenomena —
essential objects of perception as presented or
disclosed to the subject. To facilitate purely intuitive
analysis of phenomena, phenomenology holds that all
naturalistic presuppositions and prior knowledge should
be set aside or bracketed off; this suspension of
judgment is termed the epoché.

Phobia Fear and avoidance of a particular object or
circumstance, generally considered to be abnormal and
irrational. Phobias range widely in severity from the mild
and merely inconvenient to the severely debilitating
forms that lead sufferers to seek professional help.
Subjectivity Often used in preference to identity for its
less fixed and individualistic, more fluid, and inclusive
connotations, subjectivity is concerned with the qualities
of being a thinking—feeling self in context. The term is
associated with approaches such as feminism that
attend to individuals’ complexly constituted subjective
experiences of the world.

Introduction

Since the late 1970s, there has been a surge of interest in
agoraphobia and panic among clinicians, and publications
on the subject often begin by drawing attention to its
contemporary prevalence. Agoraphobia is described by
clinical researchers as one of the most common — as well
as distressing — phobic disorders encountered. The sig
nificance of phobic anxieties for contemporary life has
not gone unnoticed beyond clinical circles, and different
disciplinary perspectives have helped shed light on the
experience and meanings of agoraphobia. As this article
shows, feminist geographers have made an important
contribution to such studies, particularly through their
insistence on rethinking boundaries and relations be
tween gendered bodies and environments.

Definitions and Background

Contrary to popular opinion, the condition of agora
phobia actually relates to public and social, as opposed to
open spaces. Although such widely held misconceptions
are supported by dictionary definitions of the disorder,
notes on the term’s origins explain its derivation from the
Greek agora or marketplace, providing substantial clues
as to the realities of the condition for its many sufferers.
It is precisely such populous gathering places that
agoraphobics avoid to this day.

Clinicians’ descriptions and diagnostic criteria have
continued to evolve since the first usage of the term
agoraphobia in 1871 by German psychiatrist Karl Otto
Westphal. Current definitions tend to be drawn from the
American Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Stat
istical Manual of Mental Disorders. Here, the clinical fea
tures emphasized involve persistent anxiety, repeated
experience of panic attacks (discussed below), and
avoidance of places associated with the onset of these
attacks.

Prevalence

Exactly how many sufferers there are is a matter of some
debate, and estimates range from between 6 per 1000 and
6 per 100. It is widely agreed, however, that the vast
majority of agoraphobia sufferers — almost 90% — are
women. For all those who develop agoraphobia, the onset
tends to occur between the ages of 18 and 35, and the
condition tends to be chronic. Many sufferers attest to
the fact that one can never be entirely cured from
agoraphobia, but must rather learn to cope with it on a
continuing, daily basis.

Causes and Treatment

Clinical research on causes of agoraphobia has not been
conclusive, but there is evidence that higher than usual
levels of stress and events that undermine the person’s
sense of safety tend to be experienced prior to its onset.
In terms of treatment, reviews of recent literature suggest
that a multifaceted approach capable of recognizing and
tackling each problematic aspect of the disorder is most
likely to be successful. For example, programs of cogni
tive therapy to unsettle harmful patterns of fearful
thoughts can be combined with behavioral therapy, in
volving gradual exposure to avoided situations, and drug
treatments that target physiological symptoms of anxiety.
Approaches documented in clinical literature thus ac
knowledge much of the disorder’s complexity, but
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representations tend to be simplistic in certain important
respects, and the model of the subject employed tends to
be somewhat philosophically naive. Also, while recog

nizing that agoraphobia is socially and spatially mediated,
understandings of what this might mean for sufferers and
how social and spatial theory might be of benefit are, as
one might expect, limited.

A small number of nonclinical studies have argued
that some of these limitations might be at least partially
rectified by the careful inclusion of sufferers’ own voices
(conspicuously absent from clinical accounts) and re
solved further with reference to a sympathetic theoretical
perspective. Arguably, geographers — informed by femi
nist, philosophical and sociological theory — are par
ticularly well placed to refine and improve existing
definitions of agoraphobia. Employing a more spatialized
and experientially influenced perspective, geographers
can better account for and understand the mutually
constitutive nature of person/place relations, and the
implications of these relations for emotional health.

Embodying and Theorizing Agoraphobia
Placing Panic

Drawing on in depth interviews with agoraphobics,
geographical studies have stressed that the phenomeno
logical aspects of agoraphobia of overwhelming signifi
cance for its sufferers relate primarily to the experience
of panic. A panic attack involves a wide range of terri
fying mind-body symptoms, including: chest pain, pal
pitations, and shortness of breath; feelings of going crazy
and losing control of one’s thoughts; sensations of nausea,
pins and needles, and intense shaking; a sense of fading
away and merging with surroundings (clinically referred
to as derealization and depersonalization). All of these
symptoms can be experienced simultaneously and com
bine to make the sufferer fear that she will die or, at the
very least, suffer irreparable damage and complete hu
miliation in public.

Existentialism and Being Bound

Geographical accounts have shown that these symptoms
cause sufferers to question their ordinarily taken for
granted sense of themselves and their bodily boundaries.
Derealization and depersonalization, for example, are
commonly understood to involve strange and disturbing
feelings relating to both inner and outer reality. This
aspect of panic entails a horrendous sense of dissolution
of self into one’s environs, and a simultaneous feeling of
invasion by one’s surroundings. It severely disrupts our
unconscious sense of ourselves throwing the relation we
have with our bodies into profound question. Some as

pects of agoraphobic panic can be described as existen

tialist in nature, causing sufferers to question the very

grounds of their existence. Existential philosophies — for
example of Sartre and Kierkegaard — have thus been
employed to shed light on the nature of agoraphobic
disruption to the sense of being in the world, helping us
understand how it feels and what it means to be
agoraphobic.

Following the onset of anxiety as a way of life, studies
suggest that there is a loss of trust in the integrity of the
body. Sufferers fear being betrayed by it, and are con
stantly on the lookout for breaches of bodily boundaries
that might be visible to others. These include, for ex
ample, minor discrepancies such as blushing, trembling,
or sweating, in addition to more extreme examples, such
as screaming out loud, or the loss of bowel or bladder
control; manifestations of their fear on the surface of
their bodies which, sufferers explain, would be mortify
ing. In agoraphobia, our sense of embodied subjectivity is
inescapably conspicuous (as indeed it is with many other
manifestations of chronic illness and disability). The in
tensely embodied nature of these emotional states ne
cessitates a reconfiguration of the subject’s conception of
herself. The disorder seems to initiate a sense of separ
ateness from one’s body, not just momentarily, as in the
fleeting depersonalization of the panic attack, but in the
more general sense of creating a constant anxiety which
hovers over the question of our bodily and mental
identity.

Phenomenology, Subjectivity, and Space

From a phenomenological position (such as Merleau
Ponty’s) it is unsurprising that anxiety should manifest
itself both bodily and mentally since phenomenology
assumes a model of subjectivity which regards the body
as the self expressed. Such phenomenological insights
have been highly influential for geographies of agora
phobia, as the approach enables us to return to, and
concentrate on, the accounts of women’s actual lived and
embodied experiences, to take seriously their own voices
and the stories they tell, rather than requiring us to posit
specific external causes. For feminist geographers, a nu
anced understanding of the nature and constitution of
social space 1s required if we are to understand the
complex interactions between self and space that suf
ferers’ narratives highlight again and again.

For agoraphobics and nonphobics alike, space is never
simply abstract and detached from the self. It influences
and 1s influenced by one’s own and others” emotions and
actions. The sufferer’s apparent gut reaction to social
space should be seen as an interaction, as an embodied,
emotional exchange, arising from a complexity of
meanings, meetings, and movements between particular
selves and spaces. Geographical approaches to agora
phobic phenomena clearly move beyond the search for
either internal (self) or external (space) explanations, and
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are open to relational reconfiguration of both. By con

ceptualizing boundaries as relationally configured, per

meable rather than fixed, geographers have been able to
conduct sympathetic and meaningful explorations of
agoraphobic landscapes, the spaces and places that par

tially produce (and are partially produced by) feelings of
panic in susceptible individuals. Geographical accounts
often highlight sufferers’ felt need to reinforce their
weakened boundaries, to render self space relations more
predictable and so take some control over their dis

ordered experience.

Managing Social Space
Common Coping Mechanisms

Given the crisis state of spatial affairs entailed by
agoraphobia, it is unsurprising that the subjects should
attempt to find ways to protect themselves. Erving
Goffman’s sociology has been inspirational for feminist
studies of agoraphobia because of his attempts to eluci
date the nature of less pathological social anxieties (such
as everyday embarrassments) and the tactics by which
they are managed. Goffman demonstrates that non
phobics feel a similar (though less pressing) need to ne
gotiate boundaries between and distance from others,
often using what he terms involvement shields, such as
dark glasses or a raised newspaper to block eye contact or
interaction in social spaces of, for example, public
transport. Such tactics are invaluable for agoraphobics,
who employ them far more frequently and less casually
to manage anxiety and reinforce their weakened
boundaries. Other phobic tactics include holding an
umbrella or pushing a bicycle to create a sense of private
and protective space around the fragile self that keeps
others at a safe distance.

Being Housebound

Such tactics are not always, however, experienced as
sufficiently protective, and some agoraphobics withdraw
from social space entirely, becoming more or less tem
porarily housebound. Agoraphobic vulnerability can
mean the sufferer feels she has no choice but to remain
exclusively within the home, assuming its protective
boundaries as reinforcement and extension of the psy
chocorporeal boundaries of the self. The agoraphobic
thus incorporates her own four walls as an essential
element of her ontological or existential security.
Feminist geographers have explored such issues in
relation to distinctions between private and public spaces,
arguing that, perhaps especially for the agoraphobic, the
boundaries between these spheres are very much fluid
and unfixed. This 1s evidenced by the fact that the home
space traditionally conceived as private can itself become
threatening and dangerous when, for example, relatives

converge at Christmas. Likewise, the public space of the
town center can be experienced as comfortable and safe
when no one else is around. (Ironically, given the com
mon and legitimate concerns of nonphobic women for
their safety, this is often when darkness provides calm
and cover from the socializing presence of others.)

The agoraphobic’s experience of home can be am
biguous in other ways; for some, home becomes so secure
that they are rendered incapable of leaving, and it can
thus simultaneously be experienced as both prison and
asylum. But, despite the ambivalence of feelings, it is
clearly the space of the home that is overwhelmingly
perceived to be safe, the (anti)social space beyond its
confines that menaces and disturbs.

Gendered Boundaries

In considering what it is about the gender(ing), situ

ation(s) and treatment of women that entails their
heightened susceptibility to agoraphobia, geographers
have considered the potental significance of gender role
stereotypes. For women, such stereotypes involve char

acteristics not dissimilar to those found in agoraphobia; a
woman’s place is commonly described as in the home.
Such notions about proper behavior and roles are cul

turally pervasive to the extent of being clichés; they
portray and arguably partially construct women as more
dependent, emotional, passive, fearful, home based, etc.
It thus seems relevant to our understanding of agora

phobia that, despite the achievements of feminism in
expanding women’s horizons, the gendered identities of
women are still more likely to be enmeshed with the
fabric of the home than those of men. In many ways such
stereotypical expectations make it easier, more normal,
and acceptable, for women to fall into and develop a
pattern of agoraphobic avoidance. Staying home is less
deviant or unusual for women than it is for men, who
may be more likely to receive direct challenges to and
indeed opportunities to curtail signs of agoraphobic be

havior. Women, however, are stll culturally encouraged
to experience home as a normatively feminine place of
retreat and refuge, where gendered boundaries are pro

tected and potentally reinforced.

Of those few social theorists who have offered gender
sensitive insights into agoraphobia, some have attempted
to contextualize its emergence, occurrence, and experi
ence in terms of wider cultural, economic, and political
circumstances. Issues of sex inequality and its effect on
social institutions are, on such accounts, particularly
relevant. Consequently, in accordance with feminist aims
and objectives, putting the beginnings of a cure into place
would involve the creation of real options for both sexes,
in the home as well as the market place, and the wide
scale reduction of sex inequality in institutional structures.
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Conclusion

Feminist geographies of agoraphobia have stressed the
importance of a relational and gender sensitive under
standing of space and subjectivity. By conducting in
depth research on the phenomenology and embodiment
of agoraphobia, and the kinds of places perceived to
threaten or protect the self, studies highlight the com
plexity of interactions between gendered bodies and
environments.

See also: Body, The; Embodied Knowing; Emotional
Geographies; Emotional Knowing; Existentialism/
Existential Geography; Feminism/Feminist Geography;
Gender in the City; Home; Phenomenology/
Phenomenological Geography; Private/Public Divide;
Subjectivity.

Further Reading

Bankey, R. (2001). La donna e mobile: Constructing the irrational
woman. Gender, Place and Culture: A Journal of Feminist
Geography 8, 37 54.

Bankey, R. (2004). The agoraphobic condition: Review essay. Cultural
Geographies 11, 347 355.

Brown, G. (1987). The empire of agoraphobia. Representations 20,
134 157.

Callard, F. (2006). Understanding agoraphobia: Women, men, and the
historical geography of urban anxiety. In Berkin, C., Pinch, J. L. &
Appel, C. S. (eds.) Exploring Women’s Studies: Looking Forward,
Looking back, pp 201 217. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Callard, F. (2006). ‘The sensation of infinite vastness’; or, the
emergence of agoraphobia in the late 19th century. Environment and
Planning D: Society and Space 24, 873 889.

Carter, P. (2002). Repressed Spaces: The Poetics of Agoraphobia.
London: Reaktion Books.

da Costa Meyer, E. (1996). La donna e mobile: Agoraphobia, women,
and urban space. In Agrest, D., Conway, P. & Weisman, L. K. (eds.)
The Sex of Architecture, pp 141 156. New York: Harry N. Abrams.

Davidson, J. (2000). A phenomenology of fear: Merleau Ponty and
agoraphobic life worlds. Sociology of Health and lliness 22,

640 660.

Davidson, J. (2003). ‘Putting on a face’: Sartre, Goffman, and
agoraphobic anxiety in social space. Environment and Planning D:
Society and Space 21, 107 122.

Davidson, J. (2003). Phobic Geographies: The Phenomenology and
Spatiality of Identity. Aldershot: Ashgate Press.

de Swaan, A. (1981). The politics of agoraphobia: On changes in
emotional and relational management. Theory and Society 10,

359 385.

Gournay, K. (1989). Agoraphobia: A woman’s problem? The sex role
perspective. In Gournay, K. (ed.) Agoraphobia: Current Perspectives
on Theory and Treatment. London: Routledge.

Kirby, K. M. (1996). Indifferent Boundaries: Spatial Concepts of Human
Subjectivity. London: The Guilford Press.

Reeves, J. B. (1986). Toward a sociology of agoraphobia. Free Inquiry
in Creative Sociology 14, 153 158.

Strange, C. and Bashford, A. (2003). /solation: Places and Practices of
Exclusion. London: Routledge.

Vidler, A. (1991). Agoraphobia: Spatial estrangement in Simmel and
Kracauer. New German Critique 54, 31 45.

Relevant Websites

http://www.anxietysupport.org

Agoraphobics Building Independent Lives (ABIL), Mental Health

America Virginia.
http://www.adaa.org

Anxiety Disorders Association of America.
http://www.phobics society.org.uk

National Phobics Society (UK).

http://anxietybc.com/index.php

The Anxiety BC Website.



Agrarian Transformations

J. Renes, Utrecht University, Utrecht, The Netherlands,

© 2009 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Introduction

For thousands of years, landscape and society have been
heavily influenced by developments in agriculture. In
most preindustrial societies, agriculture occupied the
majority of the population. Holland was an early ex
ception, with the majority of the population already
living in towns at the end of the sixteenth century. Most
countries in Western Europe reached this point some
where during the first half of the twentieth century, but
for Europe as a whole even in the beginning of the
twenty first century half the population is stll con
sidered ‘rural’. Transformations — defined as qualitative
changes or events that occur when something passes from
one state or phase to another — in agriculture therefore
were important developments that influenced large parts
of the population, as well as the landscape.

Most agrarian historians, following pioneering work by,
among others, the Danish historian, Esther Boserup, now
adays see population pressure as the main driving force for
developments in the preindustrial countryside. This is
elaborated by the geographer David Grigg in a model

and Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

(Figure 1) that shows how population pressure can lead to
different developments, not only changes in agriculture, but
also a growth of nonagricultural activities and emigration, as
well as feedback mechanisms such as birth control.

For this article, in particular the top row of the diagram
is important. Reclamation of new fields is perhaps the most
obvious result of a growing demand for food and is certainly
the theme that has received most attention from historical
geographers. In particular, the period of population growth
from the tenth to the early fourteenth century led to rec
lamations in most parts of Europe. A later period of
population growth, the so called ‘long sixteenth century’
(¢. 1450 to ¢ 1650), was characterized more by innovations
within the existing arable and pasture lands and is less
clearly visible in the landscape. The diagram also shows
effects such as regional specialization and growth of urban
populations that led to a growing economic inter
dependence in times of population pressure.

When phases of population pressure led to reclamations
and to a growing interdependence, periods of decline could
bring the opposite: land desertion and a certain degree of
economic de specialization and disintegration. Both phases
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Figure 1 Production and demographic responses to population pressures. From: Grigg, D. B. (1980). Population growth and agrarian
change; an historical perspective, p 46. Cambridge: Cambridge UP (Cambridge Geographical Studies 13).
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were characterized by different types of development,
whereby times of crisis often showed the more funda
mental, qualitative changes (transformations), making the
conditions to profit maximally from a later period of
renewed growth. In this article, we will give a short over
view of the main stages in the development of the agrarian
economy and landscape. The general picture of the de
velopment of agrarian land use in Central Europe is given
in Figure 2. Particularly the rise and fall of the size
of the arable closely followed the development of popu
lation size.

Early and High Medieval Europe

In many parts of Europe, within as well as outside the
struggling Roman Empire, the third to fifth centuries AD
were a period of crisis and de population. This was fol

lowed by a slow recovery in the following centuries.
During the seventh to ninth centuries, the peripheries of
Europe, Scandinavia, Ireland, Muslim Spain, and the
Byzantine Empire, showed the more dynamic develop

ment. From the ninth century, the North Sea region and
Central Europe recovered and went through a period of
fast population growth, which led to large scale reclam

ations of forests, heathlands, and wetlands. Most of the
extensive forests and fen lands that stll existed in the

beginning of the period were reclaimed a few centuries
later. Many of these reclamations were almost standard
ized, comprising linear settlements in which each farm
consisted of a single strip of land. A standard size of 14—
16 ha was found in the Dutch fen lands and in other
regions, giving an impression of what was seen as a
standard family farm unit. As part of the expansion,
people from northwestern Europe migrated to Ireland,
Spain, and Eastern Europe, especially in the last men
tioned region, parts of the landscape still show the
traces of planned settlements from this period. During
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, a network of towns
developed and the European economic system increas
ingly centered around two emerging core regions,
Northern Italy and Flanders, which were both charac
terized by a large number of towns and a very intensive
agriculture.

The most characteristic landscape of this period was
that of the open fields, that developed from the ninth
century onward. One of the results of a rising demand for
food for the fast growing population was the growing
emphasis on grain products, such as bread and porridge.
Grain became the main staple crop and the most efficient
system for producing grain consisted of open fields, large
arable fields without hedges, on which the farmers from a
village cooperated in a number of ways: ploughing,
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harvesting, management of the common lands, and using
the arable as common pasture after the harvest. After a
few centuries, these ‘open fields’ formed an east—west
band through Europe, from central England via the Paris
Basin through Central Europe, with outlying regions in
southern Scandinavia and the Mediterranean — a region
including the best soils of the subcontinent (Figure 3).
High grain prices made subdivision of farms possible and
during the early fourteenth century the fields were
managed by an agrarian population that had grown im
mensely during the preceding centuries. Fragmentation
of ownership made ever more cooperation between
farmers necessary and many open fields were managed as
a whole, making the villages almost being run as one

large farm. When every single farmer owned a number
(sometimes dozens) of parcels dispersed in the fields,
the best location for the farm buildings was the village, at
the center of the network of country roads. In most of the
open field landscapes, villages grew into large, densely
built settlements.

Quite different were the much more individualized
‘enclosed’ landscapes (Figure 3) that were characterized
by mixed farming with often an emphasis on pasture and
a large degree of flexibility. An example was the sand belt,
the zone of poor sandy soils that runs from Flanders
through the Netherlands and Germany into Denmark.
This zone was characterized by poor arable soils (in in
dividual enclosures, as well as in small open fields) and
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Figure 3 European cultural landscapes. From: Clout, H. D. (1998). The European countryside: Contested space. In Graham, B. (ed.).
Modern Europe; place, culture and identity, p 289. London/Sydney/Auckland: © Edward Arnold Publishers Ltd. Reprinted by permission

of Edward Arnold (Publishers) Ltd.
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more than half of the village territories consisted of
common forests, heathlands, and moors. One result of
large scale reclamations was the shrinking of these
common lands, that were used as pastures and supplied
many products such as wood, game, wool, sand, building
materials, etc. and were therefore important parts of the
village territories. In an agrarian economy in which risk
management rather than profit maximization was the
main aim for farmers, the commons could even mean
survival in years of bad harvests. In many regions the
population pressure of the thirteenth century led to
stricter rules for the use of the commons. In parts of the
sandy regions, complex systems for management of the
commons developed, in which the old established farms
obtained shares according to the size of their arable.
Newly founded farms had less rights on the commons
and their owners belonged therefore to the growing class
of cottagers.

The Late Middle Ages

During the first half of the fourteenth century, the
population had reached a maximum. A population that
had become increasingly dependent on grain, was hit
hard by a succession of bad harvests and, in the years
after 1346, by the large plague epidemic. Within a few
decades, the European population dropped by almost a
third. There were exceptions. In the Low Countries, the
population size diminished relatively little and recovered
fast. By large inputs of labor and manure, the small
farmers in Flanders succeeded in getting almost incred
ible harvests from their tiny plots of land.

The population crisis led to a reconstruction of
European agriculture. Especially the grain growing re
gions had a bad time. Some regions turned toward animal
husbandry. An example is the Dutch fen lands, where
subsidence of the soil made arable increasingly difficult
and where, on the other hand, the growing towns created
a demand for dairy products and meat. Elsewhere small
regions succeeded in specializing on wine or other spe
cial crops. Many of the traditional grain growing regions,
however, were not able to develop alternatives and here,
much arable and thousands of settlements were aban
doned. In parts of the Central European hills, agriculture
never recovered.

In central England, a long process of change from an
open field grain producing region to a sheep farming
region started during this period, made possible by the
growing demand for wool from the (protected) industry.
Most English deserted villages differ from the Contin
ental ones, because the English examples were not
completely abandoned but contracted into a single
(sheep) farm. The change from arable to pasture led to
the first enclosures, in which some of the open fields with

their fragmented landownership were transformed into a
landscape of enclosed farms. Often the farm buildings
were moved to their newly enclosed fields.

The Early Modern Period

A slow recovery started during the fifteenth century and
continued during the ‘long sixteenth century’. A new
phase of economic integration started during this period,
in which the European economies and landscapes re
grouped around northwestern Europe, the only re
maining core region. The main center of trade moved
within the core region from Antwerp (sixteenth century)
to Holland (particularly Amsterdam, seventeenth cen
tury) and England (eighteenth century). Around this
core, Von Thiinen like zones can be distinguished, with
the most intensive agriculture, including dairy farming
and hortculture in the core region itself, with large scale
grain growing extending along the Baltic and with ex
port oriented breeding of cattle and horses in regions
such as Jutland and Hungary. Around the Baltic Sea,
grain growing estates could compete with competitors
closer to the urbanized core region by eroding the pos
ition of their tenants and so reducing their labor costs.
Here, a countryside of small farmers developed into a
land of large estates with forced labor. On a smaller scale,
Von Thiinen like zones can be distinguished around the
urbanized region of northern Italy and within the Otto
man Empire (around the town of Istanbul).

In some parts of Europe large areas of land were re
claimed. In the Netherlands, for example, the draining of
lakes started in the first half of the sixteenth century, but
reached a summit during the first half of the seventeenth
century. In the second half of that century, lower prices
for agricultural products made new reclamations un
economic and the draining of natural lakes stopped for
two centuries. In Central and Eastern Europe a new wave
of settlers, many of them fleeing for religious pros
ecutions, settled in thinly populated or partly de popu
lated regions. Reclamations, but also the needs of a
growing population, led to an increasing pressure on
forests and common lands. All over Europe during the
sixteenth century people complained about disappearing
or degrading forests.

In most regions, however, the emphasis was on im
provements in agriculture. This period showed an in
creasing specialization in many regions. In the Low
Countries, around the staple market of Amsterdam, an
intensive and commercial agriculture developed, in
which large inputs and modern methods brought high
yields per hectare. In the European core region, par
ticularly in the Netherlands and in England during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the spread of crops
such as clover and turnips brought higher arable yields,
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as well as extra animal fodder. The introduction of new
crops such as potatoes in northwestern Europe and maize
in Mediterranean Europe gave high yields per hectare
and made larger rural population densities possible.
These innovations were part of what was later called the
‘agrarian revolution’.

In some regions, very intensive and balanced types of
farming developed. In the semiperipheral sand belt of the
southeastern Netherlands and the adjoining parts of
Belgium, Germany, and Denmark, the remaining com
mons were more strongly integrated into the agrarian
system, when the manure of cattle and sheep was mixed
with sods — the so called ‘plaggen’ — and used for fer
tilizing the arable. It led to a huge transport of organic
and mineral materials from the commons to the arable.
The system remained in use until the end of the nine
teenth century.

Specialized crops, such as hemp, hop, and tobacco,
became important for specific regions. Some regions,
particularly close to urban centers, specialized in dairy
farming or horticulture. In regions that changed from
grain to cattle, the old open fields became dysfunctional
and were often enclosed. Within a few decades open
landscapes became characterized by hedges and dis
persed farms. During the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, this happened, for example, in parts of the
Allgdu in southern Germany and in the country of Herve
near the industrial town of Liege (Belgium).

Burt also for the remaining arable regions, the old open
fields were no longer the optimal landscape. The more
complex rotations led to a more individual management
of the open fields. Most of the new reclamations were
highly individualized, with enclosed fields and dispersed
farms. Enclosures were now also being applied in open
fields that remained in use as arable. In England, the
enclosures speeded up during the phase of parliamentary
enclosure (from 1720). Elsewhere in Europe, enclosures
took place on a small scale during the fifteenth and six
teenth centuries, but became large scale during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, particularly in
southern Scandinavia (eighteenth century) and parts of
Germany (eighteenth and nineteenth century).

Table 1 shows some interesting differences within
northwestern Europe. Whereas in the UK the emphasis
was on increasing labor productivity, the more densely
populated and more urbanized Low Countries show
particularly increases in land productivity. This is the
main explanation for the early enclosures in the UK; in
the Low Countries, a reconstruction of the field pattern
was less urgent and enclosures (ruilverkavelingen) only
started during the twentieth century. France is yet an
other story, being characterized by a less intensive agri
culture in terms of labor, as well as land productivity.
Here also, the enclosures (rémembrements) only started
during the twentieth century.

Table 1 Estimates of labour productivity and land
productivity in agriculture in England & Wales, France, Belgium
and the Netherlands, c. 1810. Source: Zanden, J. L. van (1994).
The transformation of European agriculture in the nineteenth
century: The case of the Netherlands, p 2. Amsterdam: Vrije
Universiteit

Production Production

per laborer per ha
England and Wales 939 104
Netherlands 910 159
Belgium 591 222
France 547 89

The Nineteenth and Early Twentieth
Centuries

The Agrarian crisis of the 1880s brought yet another
transformation. Again, this was mainly a grain crisis,
caused by the competition of Russian and, particularly,
American grain. The transport revolution — intercontin
ental trains and ever larger transatlantic steamships —
tipped the balance and within a few years American
grain, cheaply produced on large farms, flooded the
European market.

European countries reacted differently, dependent on
internal balances of power. France, Germany, and Italy,
for example, started protecting their farmers, but the
urbanized and industrialized Britain chose for free trade,
as did small trade oriented countries such as Denmark
and the Netherlands. The last two countries developed
into large exporters of agrarian products. Here, the crisis
stimulated radical changes in agriculture. In the sandy
landscapes of the southeastern half of the Netherlands,
the farmers had for centuries kept animals mainly to get
enough manure for their poor arable lands. Now they
started specializing in intensive production of dairy
products and meat for export, using the cheap grain from
the arable as animal fodder. Another large change in the
sand belt was the division of the commons, that still oc
cupied more than half the total surface. In the 1890s, the
availability of chemical fertilizers made it possible to turn
most of the former commons into arable and pasture.

The next large crisis, during the 1930s, more or less
repeated the earlier one. Again a number of countries,
with Germany as the best example, turned to market
regulations. Many countries even turned to import re
strictions to protect their own farmers. This global crisis
was followed by World War II, with an increasing state
intervention in the occupied countries. During the last
year of the war, scarcities of food occurred in some re
gions, including a number of towns in Holland. Although
a logistics rather than a production problem, the feeling
of scarcity influenced post war agriculture, which be
came characterized by an active role of the states.
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The Second Half of the Twentieth Century

From the 1950s, agricultural policy was a main driving
force within the growing European Economic Com
munity (EEC). Already during the 1950s, agriculture in
France and the Netherlands had recovered from wartime
damage and searched for new export markets. Germany,
that had lost many of its most productive agricultural
regions, aimed at reestablishment of its position as an
industrial nation and expected to remain an importer of
agrarian products. These differences between France and
Germany became the basis of the new EEC. In Eastern
Europe, the implementation of socialist economic prin
ciples in the Soviet sphere of influence brought far
reaching changes. In Eastern Germany a short lived land
reform divided the old estates into family farms, but after
a few years the old estates were reestablished as col
lective farms. Collective and state farms were also es
tablished in other parts of Eastern Europe, most
rigorously in the Soviet conquered Baltic States. Else
where however, particularly in most parts of Poland,
small scale farmers were left untouched.

The second half of the twentieth century has been an
extraordinary period for European agriculture. During
the Cold War, agriculture in the EEC, as well as in its
Eastern European counterpart Comecon, was character
ized by a strong influence of (supra) national govern
ments on price levels within a protected market. The
main reasons to protect the agricultural sector were the
characteristic fluctuations in prices, for a product that was
essential for survival. The fluctuations were mainly
caused by external causes, such as weather and diseases,
which were difficult to control. Moreover, the inelastic
demand had in the past caused extreme fluctuations in
prices. Support for agriculture therefore aimed at sta
bilizing prices and, by doing so, production. Within the
EEC, another factor was the effective lobby by farmers’
organizations. Even after new technologies (pesticides,
selection) had diminished fluctuations in production
levels and surpluses became a growing burden on the
budget, farmers’ organizations still successfully lobbied
for continuation of subsidies.

In fact, many of the uncertainties that had always
characterized agriculture, now diminished, as production
circumstances were increasingly controlled and pests
seemed ever more controllable. Agriculture moved from
risk management toward profit maximization. The land
scape in Western Europe developed further in the dir
ection of dispersed farms with enclosed land. This
process was speeded up by enclosures, that now took
place all over Western Europe. These rural restructurings
(German: Flurbereinigung, French: rémembrement, Dutch:
rutlverkaveling) became a highly planned activity, stimu
lated and often executed by the national governments.
The process took place in a period of relatively low

world market prices and rising labor costs and
strengthened the processes of scale enlargement and
mechanization in European agriculture. In 2000 the 15
member states of the European Union together counted 9
million farms, and agriculture and forestry together
employed some 9.5 million people. Fifty years earlier, in
the same countries 20 million farms stll employed 30
million people.

The extraordinary period of extreme state inter
vention in agricultural production is now coming to an
end. In Eastern Europe a phase of reprivatization is
taking place since the collapse of the socialist system in
1989. It is certainly a radical transformation, but there is
also a remarkable degree of continuity: locally, for ex
ample, in parts of Eastern Germany, a direct line runs
from the old country estates to the post war collective
farms and to the present large scale capitalist farms.

The tendency toward a more open world economy,
which is proclaimed by the World Trade Organization
and the large non European agrarian exporters, is ex
pected to lead to a gradual abolition of agrarian subsidies.
One result of the successful process of enlargement of
scale in agriculture is, that in most European countries
less than 5% of the population is still involved in farm
ing. The few remaining farmers lost most of their polit
ical influence. The future of European agriculture is
uncertain, and future transformations are to be expected.

With all transformations, there is also a degree of
continuity. Actual maps of differences in productivity in
agriculture still show — just like four centuries ago — the
most intensive agriculture in the northwest European
core region. Also, the main landscape types, that essen
tially go back to the Middle Ages, are still recognizable.

See also: Field Systems and Enclosure; Historical
Geographies, Rural; Post-Productivist and Multifunctional
Agriculture.
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Glossary

Covenant The voluntary surrender of property rights
through legally binding agreements.

Easement It is also referred to as donated
development rights, where a less than fee simple
interest in the land is voluntarily donated or sold by a
landowner to a unit of government or recognized
nonprofit conservation organization for the purpose of
protecting significant open space, recreation, ecological,
agricultural, or historic resources.

Multifunctionality It is a concept that acknowledges
that a particular resource base serves more than one
purpose. In agricultural systems, for example, the
economic, social, and ecological values of agriculture
are recognized.

Purchase of Development Rights It refers to the
voluntary sale of the development rights of one’s land, a
more permanent strategy for protecting land, but more
costly than transfer of development rights.

Smart Growth |t is a land-use planning concept, more
generally referred to as growth management, in areas
adjacent to urban centers.

Stewardship It is an effort to create, foster, and
enable landowners and resource users to responsibly
manage and protect land and natural resources.
Transfer of Development Rights It refers to
transferring the development rights within an agricultural
preservation district to a nonagricultural area, and is less
costly than purchase of development rights.
Urbanization It refers to processes of spatial
expansion of urban centers into the countryside.

Why Protect Agricultural Land

The success of today’s agricultural sector is vital to the
economy of most nations. In Canada, for example, agri

culture is the third largest contributor to the gross do

mestic product and employs over 762 000 people, but its
supply of agricultural land 1s limited and unevenly dis

tributed, with only 11% of the land base capable of
producing any agricultural product and less than 5%
capable of producing crops. Agriculture also plays an
important role in the American economy, accounting for
10% of all exports, employing over 3.1 million people on
over 2 million farms.

The number of farms in most of the industrialized
world has steadily decreased. Meanwhile, both the in
tensity of farming activities and the average farm size
have increased, indicating the consolidation of smaller
farms into bigger units. Today, farmers comprise less of
the workforce; farms have become more specialized,
more efficient, and more productive. These trends, and
associated urbanization pressures, are stressing the land
base and contributing to a decline in the availability of
productive agricultural land.

Urbanization of Rural and Agricultural Land

In any country with limited productive agricultural land,
the loss of farmland to urban uses is a serious concern.
Urbanization of rural and agricultural land has various
resource, social, and environmental implications. Many
cities were established upon productive agricultural land
and the characteristics that make land suitable for agri

culture also make land appealing for development. As a
result, pressure continues to be placed upon agricultural
land for purposes other than agriculture, especially
residential, industrial, commercial, and recreational uses.
The emerging pattern on the landscape is characterized
by low density urban development, particularly in North
America. In the more densely populated countryside of
the United Kingdom (UK) and Western Europe, there
are greater pressures for development on productive
agricultural lands.

The Effects of Urbanization on Agricultural
Land Use

Urbanization has a variety of impacts on agricultural land
use that combine to threaten the viability of the agri
cultural industry and the natural resource base. Urban
ization influences agricultural land use most directly by
converting agricultural land to urban uses: a permanent,
irreversible consequence. Indirectly, urbanization influ
ences agricultural land use through changes in the eco
nomic environment of urban fringe areas. As the demand
for land in the urban fringe grows, the pressure on land
prices to reflect urban values, rather than farm use val
ues, increases. When farmers and rural landowners can
receive more money by selling land for uses other than
farming, they can no longer economically justify keeping
the land for farm use. Alternatively, there may be aban
doned farms, idled lands, or financial problems for those
who continue to farm. As urban and suburban residents
move into agricultural areas, conflicts inevitably arise
which may threaten or restrict farm operations, such as
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nuisance complaints, vandalism, trespassing, and robbery.
Urban encroachment onto farmland may also cause
changes in farmers’ status in their communities, increase
land speculation, taxation, and demand for public ser
vices, and result in an increase in nonfarm ownership of
land. Farmers facing these effects may respond by selling
the land, intensifying production, or reducing invest
ments in the farm operation.

Preservation for Food Security

The conversion of agricultural land to urban or non

agricultural uses is a critical threat to the long term
health of the agricultural industry. A secure land base is
essential for agriculture and can only be assured if
mechanisms are in place to protect agricultural land.

Two opposing views exist over the need to preserve
agricultural land for food and fiber production. On the
one hand, economists question the need to preserve
agricultural land because of food surpluses, low prices for
the producer, and the bankruptcy of farms. Many argue
that there is no need for farmland protection policies
because the free market will effectively allocate land for
various uses. On the other hand, preservationists support
the claim that domestic sources of food should be pro
tected because the extent of high quality agricultural
land is limited, and the urbanization of farmland is ir
reversible and could lead to food shortages.

It is clear that lands with the highest agricultural
potential are continually being converted to non
agricultural uses. Meanwhile, less productive, marginal
land 1s being brought into production to offset the losses
of prime agricultural land. Bringing new, lower quality
lands into production involves substantially higher costs,
reduced profits, and environmental damage. The need to
preserve agricultural land for food security exists more
because of the quality, not quantity, of land being con
verted to urban uses. Preserving farmland may reduce
transportation costs associated with food imports, reduce
dependency on foreign food supplies, and allow con
sumers to enjoy fresh, local produce.

Preservation for Open Space, Environmental
Sustainability, and the Rural Economy

In addition to its function as a food and fiber producer,
agricultural land provides wildlife habitat, areas for
groundwater recharge, and open space for urban dwell
ers. Protecting agricultural land can also preserve farm
ing as a pastoral ideal and protect the rural economy.
Preserving farmland for amenity and natural environ
ment reasons helps to protect the rural character of the
countryside, environmentally sensitive areas, and visually
significant resources. While strategies to preserve farm
land may contribute to the protection of open space and

natural resources, true farmland preservation strategies
aim to protect land for agricultural use.

Approaches for Preserving Agricultural
Land

Since the realization was made that the conversion of
agricultural lands to urban uses in the post World War 11
era was having an impact on the ability of farmers to
operate, and threatening future food security in the
Western world, a range of approaches have been imple
mented. Some were designed specifically for, or domin
ated by, agricultural interests. Others are rooted more
broadly in the desire to preserve or maintain natural
resources and ecosystems within agricultural contexts.
This section briefly outlines some of the primary ap
proaches, which vary greatly throughout the Western
world, based on three basic types: incentive programs,
land use controls, and integrated programs.

Incentive Programs

Focused in agricultural areas of the industrialized world,
and most commonly in the United States, incentive
programs are designed to deter landowners from con
verting their land to nonagricultural uses. Incentive
programs focusing on agriculture are of three general
types. The most common type focuses on tax incentives,
or differential tax assessments, which can include re
strictive agreements, deferred taxation, and preferential
assessment. Generally speaking, lands are taxed based on
agricultural value rather than the general market value,
thus reducing tax levels paid by farmers.

The second type of incentive program is agricultural
districting. With this strategy, landowners voluntarily
have their lands included in an agricultural district for a
fixed, but renewable, period of time during which the
landowners must maintain the land. This strategy is less
costly than tax incentives and tends to be more popular
where urban pressures, and therefore property market
values, are lower. However, it is not a permanent solution;
landowners are not required to participate, particularly
given that financial incentives to participate do not al
ways result in prevention of agricultural land conversion
where pressures, and therefore market values, are
greatest.

The third type of incentive refers to purchase of de
velopment rights (PDR) and transfer of development
rights (TDR). PDR refers to the voluntary sale of the
development rights of one’s land, a more permanent
strategy for protecting land. However, if the purchaser 1is
a level of government, it can be quite costly. TDRs are a
less costly version and include transferring the devel
opment rights within an agricultural preservation district
to a nonagricultural area. Once purchased or transferred,
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lands are designated a preservation district for the pre
sent and future owners of said land.

Land-Use Controls

Land use controls are primarily a post World War II
response to the loss of agricultural lands to other uses.
The UK system of state planning, for example, was built
on the recognized need to preserve high quality agri
cultural lands. The land use control approach for pre
serving agricultural lands is obtained through control
mechanisms, including land use zoning, land banking,
and right to farm legislation. Land use zoning for agri
cultural land preservation is more widely adopted in
North America, focused on agricultural land uses, and
located in areas adjacent to larger urban centers where
development pressures are the greatest. The most widely
referred to examples include the States of Oregon, Ha
waii, and Wisconsin in the United States and the Prov
inces of British Columbia, Québec, and Newfoundland in
Canada. Two types of zoning can be implemented: ex
clusive, whereby only agricultural actvities are allowed
within an agricultural zone, and, nonexclusive, which
allows for limited nonagricultural development to take
place. In theory, land use zoning controls are the most
affordable because the appropriate level of government
simply restricts particular lands from being developed to
nonagricultural uses. This is similar to restricting resi
dential development to areas zoned for that development
in an urban center. However, in practice, such mech
anisms can be difficult to maintain over time.

Land banks, by comparison, are more costly as they
involve a particular level of government purchasing the
land from farmers, who then retain the development
rights. This mechanism can be either voluntary or com
pulsory. While an expensive action, land banking does
encourage orderly growth and provides the opportunity
to acquire agricultural lands when their values are lower.
The first and most successful example is perhaps Sas
katchewan, Canada.

Unlike the initiatives discussed thus far, land trusts are
not focused solely on agricultural lands, but can include
open spaces and areas of cultural or ecological value. A
land trust is a private, nonprofit, citizen based organiza
tion that comes together to protect land through pur
chase or other legal mechanisms. Operating at a local or
regional scale, land is purchased or donated. In North
America, such initiatives are referred to as easements. In
New Zealand, these types of arrangements are referred
to as conservation covenants. These are defined as the
voluntary surrender of property rights through legally
binding agreements. In addition to the National Trust, in
the UK, a similar initiative relates to set aside programs
and both voluntary and compulsory set aside programs
have been implemented.

In the United States, the value of the land donated can
be claimed as a tax deduction. The land trusts, or con
servation easements, can be for a range of purposes, in
cluding the preservation of agricultural, open space,
ecological, recreational, historic, or scenic resources. The
approach is implemented through the creation of con
servation easements within particular land holdings, also
referred to as donated development rights, where a less
than fee simple interest in the land is voluntarily donated
or sold by a landowner to a unit of government or rec
ognized nonprofit conservation organization for the
purpose of protecting significant open space, recreation,
ecological, agricultural, or historic resources. The ease
ment includes limits to activities on designated portions
of a land holding and these limits are legally added to the
land dtle.

Unlike the approaches discussed thus far, right to
farm legislation does not protect the land from con
version, but rather protects farmers from complaints
about their agricultural activities, often referred to as
nuisance complaints. The implementation of such legis
lation is most pronounced near urban areas and in rural
residential enclaves, where residents raise concerns about
noise, smell, and dust resulting from farm activites. In
fact, right to farm legislation can assist farmers who wish
to expand their operations, including converting natural
areas (e.g, forest clearing and draining wetlands) for
agricultural purposes. Right to farm legislation has been
enacted in various jurisdictions, primarily in areas ad
jacent to urban development; however, such legislation
may offer farmers a false sense of security from litigation.

Integrated Programs

A range of integrated programs exist, including land
stewardship, multifunctionality, and smart growth initia
tives. Whereas land trusts and easements result in a re
striction on development either in perpetuity or for a
term limit, land stewardship is a voluntary program fo
cused on how resources are managed. Stewardship pro
grams are also not limited to agricultural land, but can
include forested lands and areas of natural significance,
such as wetlands. The more general nature of such ini
tiatives is indicated in their efforts to create, foster, and
enable landowners and resource users to responsibly
manage and protect land and natural resources. Several
examples can be cited, including: Canada’s landowner
contact programs, the UK’s countryside stewardship
scheme, and Australia’s land care program.

One of the more recent approaches to protecting
natural resources, and one that has been the center of
recent World Trade Organization (WTO) debates, is
multifunctionality — a concept first officially presented as
part of Agenda 21 at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992. It
centers on the complementarities between landscape
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preservation and food security. Multifunctionality in
Europe and the UK marks a shift from planning designed
to protect elite landscapes (e.g., national parks and
greenbelts) toward encouraging the development of
multifunctional agricultural enterprises. While originat
ing in the UK and European countries, multifunctionality
is beginning to be implemented in other jurisdictions,
such as Australia and the United States. As the term
connotes, multifunctionality seeks to acknowledge that a
particular resource base serves more than one purpose. In
agricultural systems, for example, the economic, social,
and ecological values of agriculture are recognized. As a
program of implementation, multfunctionality seeks to
offer farmers remuneration for ensuring the protection of
the biophysical aspects of their farms. Like other strat
egies, the actual implementation of multifunctionality
varies. The implementation of the environmental di
mension of multifunctionality is similar to the notion of
land stewardship.

In contrast to easements and multifunctionality, smart
growth, or more generally growth management, is the
focus of areas adjacent to urban centers. From an
American perspective, there are three main types of
urban sprawl: expanding urban/suburban areas that push
into the countryside at low to medium densities; linear
commercial sprawl along major arterial roads leading to
and from cities and suburbs; and scattered residential
sprawl, or country residential development, outside es
tablished settlements at low densities.

One of the first attempts to control urban sprawl in
the United States took place in Hawaii in 1961, when
land was divided into four categories: urban, rural, agri
cultural, and conservation. However, given the pressures
of growth in the tourism sector and the restructuring of
the agricultural sector, the result was stll land lost to
urban sprawl. One of the arguments for instituting smart
growth planning is not just to preserve agricultural land
and natural resources, but to reduce the costs of servicing
(water, sewer, and transportation) that is necessitated with
low density urban development.

The Future of Agricultural Land
Preservation

Government responses to the urbanization of agricultural
land have recognized the need to develop programs to
support agricultural viability in conjunction with agri
cultural land preservation policies. However, policies to
protect agricultural land must account for the un
certainty of the agricultural economy. If farming becomes
too unprofitable an occupation, it will not be eco
nomically viable for governments or private landowners
to preserve farmland in anticipation of changes in the
market. Similarly, if high quality farmland is not

preserved, farmers will be forced to farm marginal lands
that will be less sustainable and harm the resource base
and economy in the long term. Clearly, agricultural land
preservation programs must coexist with programs sup
porting the agricultural economy to ensure the sustain
ability of the land resource, the long term viability of the
industry and the food supply. Farming is not just a life
style, it is an economic activity, and if it cannot be
undertaken in a way that allows farmers an adequate life,
then how much farmland has been saved from bricks and
mortar matters little.

No single farmland preservation strategy has proven
entirely effective and it is unlikely that a perfect strategy
exists. Similarly, there is no existing set of universal
characteristics that can guarantee farmland preservation
and a viable agricultural industry. A strategy that works in
one jurisdiction may fail in another. The success or failure
of a strategy depends on a number of political, social, and
environmental values and circumstances: land product
wity, income levels of area residents, level of planning
experience, skills and leadership of government officials,
public attitudes toward land use control, land ethics, and
the need, perceived or real, to preserve farmland.

Nevertheless, for a farmland preservation strategy to
succeed, certain characteristics should exist. The pres
ence of these characteristics may also be used to measure
the effectiveness of farmland preservation policies and
programs. A comprehensive list of criteria, which may be
used to evaluate the effectiveness of a proposed, or
existing agricultural land preservation program includes:
does the program identify high quality agricultural lands
to be protected? Does the program prevent or limit land
use conflicts? Does the program provide certainty that
significant agricultural lands will remain available for
agricultural use? Does the program provide an integrated
approach to agricultural land use planning and meet the
objectives of economic and environmental sustainability?
Can the program be implemented using existing re
sources? Can the program be implemented readily? Will
it provide immediate results? Is the program supported
by farmers, municipalities, and the public? Does it ad
dress the concerns of these groups? Is the program af
fordable? Will it negatively affect the agriculture and
food industry in the long term? Is the program compat
ible with other land use planning and financial programs?
These criteria are useful measures of policy effectiveness.
While some argue that policies and programs to preserve
agriculture should focus on land use planning rather
than exclusively on other initiatives, such as tax in
centives, others argue that preservation initiatives do not
guarantee viable agriculture if they focus too much on
physical land use planning.

In contrast to the criteria presented above, a purely
economic view argues that farmland preservation strat
egies will not be effectve unless they influence the
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rural land market so that farmers are not outbid by
households seeking rural nonfarm lifestyles. In other
words, preservation strategies must reduce or eliminate
the impermanence syndrome and the speculative value of
land; otherwise, farmers will sell their land and/or cease
farming. In this context, preservation strategies must in

corporate social and economic considerations and work
in cooperation with farmers, families, and professional
associations.

While many areas appear to account for various social,
environmental, and economic issues by using two or more
strategies to preserve farmland, these are rarely co
ordinated into a larger framework. Legislation and policy
influencing agriculture and land use are developed and
enforced by various government departments and agen
cies. Land use planning for agriculture and the economic
health of the agri food industry are generally regarded as
separate issues, yet they are very much connected. If
farming cannot remain a viable industry, then farmers will
choose other occupations, thereby freeing up land for
consumption by other uses. In the meantime, if there is no
intervention to protect the agricultural land base, then
farmers may choose to make a quick profit by selling their
land when development pressures escalate.

Agriculture is an important industry in most nations,
and the most basic resource — land — should be a national
concern. While the forces behind agricultural land con
version are often found at a broader scale than that at
which land use planning is normally carried out, it seems
clear that all levels of government should play a role in
slowing or preventing agricultural land conversion, and
preserving the agricultural land base. While municipalities
are primarily left with the often voluntary responsibility of
protecting farmland through local land use planning
(usually under provincial land use law or policy), most
upper level governments, take charge of agricultural re
search and financial support programs. Further, strategies
to preserve farmland need to coordinate preservation
policy with the development of a viable and environ
mentally sustainable agricultural industry. These strategies
should be part of an integrated effort within and among
government departments and jurisdictions, because issues
affecting agriculture and land use occur at various scales,
often transcending political boundaries. Additionally, land
use strategies which integrate conservation techniques
involve farming and local populations, and combine land
use planning with other forms of social and economic
development to hold more promise for achieving farmland
preservation, and social and economic goals.

Conclusion

In response to growing concerns about the loss of
farmland to nonagricultural land uses, many jurisdictions

have adopted a variety of approaches to preserve farm
land. Policy and legislative tools are used to combat the
loss of farmland in different ways with varying degrees of
success. Most areas use land use planning controls to
influence the use and allocation of agricultural land, and
tax or other incentives to encourage farmers to keep their
land in agricultural use. This combination of techniques
attempts to protect land for agricultural use while
keeping farming profitable for farmers. While farmland
conversion has generally been slower than it would have
been in the absence of farmland preservation strategies, it
has not been eliminated. The future of farmland pre
servation depends on the coordinated efforts of all levels
of government and the integration of economic, social,
and environmental issues into a comprehensive land use
program designed to preserve farmland and the agri
cultural industry.

See also: Agri-Environmentalism and Rural Change;
Agriculture, Sustainable; Counterurbanization; Edge
Cities; Resource Management, Rural; Suburbanization;
Urban-Rural Continuum.
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High-Level Conceptualizations: Some
Foundation Principles

Since the 1960s the concept of sustainable agriculture
has been increasingly used to denote a variable but
significant rupture with what has been termed the more
dominant agri industrial model of agriculture and rural
development. In general terms it can be defined as re
ferring to the environmental or ecological soundness of
the agricultural production processes or the wider agri
food commodity chain. This implies that with respect to
renewable nutrient cycles, such sustainable systems are
those that are capable of being continued indefinitely, or
at least over considerable generational time. In many
zones we might argue that agricultural systems have
long been sustainable (since Neolithic times), in that
while they may have been subject to considerable
adaptation and technical changes, they have sustained in
reasonable shape the main factors of production needed
for the continuance of food production both ‘in” and ‘of’
place. In addition, they have managed to do this without
significantly destroying the local and production based
ecologies on which they are based.

It has also long been established that agriculture, as a
production process, is quite distinctive in that it both
produces and transforms nature, through the (re) pro
duction of livestock and plants, at the same time as being
physically and geographically reliant upon nature as a
‘means’ and ‘condition’ of production (most notably soils,
micro climate, topography, and vegetation complexes).
Agriculture, and especially a sustainable agriculture, thus
efficiently transforms, as well as recreates its space or
terroir as part and parcel of the production process.
Usually the indefiniteness of sustainable agriculture
makes primary reference to a set of ecological principles,
and it is also linked to not so much an endpoint, suz
generis, but rather as a continual and increasing ‘contested
process’. In this sense it needs to be recognized that there
will always be ways in which agro food systems can be
adapted, which make them more (or less) ecologically,
economically, and socially sustainable. In general and
abstract terms then the ‘process’ of sustainable agri
culture must infer a ‘coordinated relationship between
humans, organisms, and environment, which is adaptive
to location, season, creating biophysiologically or eco
logically mutual benefits which give complementary
status to the different components of the production
system’.

Such explicit complementarities were a central part,
for instance, of ancient Chinese classical works written
about 3000 years ago. Here agriculture needed to be
practiced as part of the harmony between heaven, Earth,
and humans; and between the careful utilization of the
five key elements of the universe: that is, metal, wood,
water, fire, and earth. These principles and adaptive
techniques were passed down under systems of ‘inherited
experience’. For instance, in the Tai Lake basin area of
Southeast China, the grain—livestock—mulberry—fish in
tegrated production system has existed for more than
1000 years, by means of a cycling based on ecological
food chains and synergies between the different but
complimentary production systems.

In many cases both now and in the past, therefore, we
see examples of long standing agricultural sustainability.
This has, however, increasingly been associated with those
areas (often regarded under the twentieth century agri
industrial modernization project) as being geographically
marginal to the mainstream, lying beyond the productivist
industrialization of agriculture. Sustainable agriculture is
commonly associated in this general and abstract sense as
being ecologically self sustaining with low inputs, eco
nomically viable, of a sufficient scale and diversity which
limits long term changes to the environment, and is eth
ically and aesthetically acceptable. More recent writers
often tend to define it in oppositional terms with the agri
industrial model of development, involving a rejection of
high external input systems and encouraging greater in
volvement of local farmers, protecting their unique knowl
edge systems, and in incorporating their active resource
conservation techniques within a production framework.

These oppositional definitions have grown since the
1970s, as the environmental, social, and economic problems
associated with the agri industrial model have come to the
fore. Of particular importance here is the ability of the
sustainable agricultural systems to maintain levels of prod
uctivity in the face of periodic shocks or stress. Rather than
using external inputs, like fertilizers and pesticides, that
usually have to be purchased at prices outside of the control
of the farmer, internal resources on the farm or in the
community, such as natural parasites and predators of pest,
algae, bacteria, and green manure providing nitrogen,
agroforestry and cropping systems reducing erosion,
underexploited wild tree and fish species, and indigenous
crop varieties with tolerance to salts and toxins, provide the
potential for being both renewable and ecologically more
efficient.
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As these principles have reemerged, differing stances
on agricultural sustainability have developed between,
for instance, farmer groups (stressing especially the sus
tainability of the farm business and family farming), and a
widening array of environmental interests who stress
‘deeper’ ecological principles associated with reducing
waste and enhancing systematic recycling and renewable
practices. These divisions in thinking have led to dif
ferent expressions of sustainable farming practice from
organic certified farming, through to community sup
ported agricultures, short food supply chains, and the
rapid development over the past decade of different types
of farmer driven ‘farmers markets’.

Widening and Grounding Key Principles
and Concepts

Up until the 1970s the agri industrial model, which had
been superimposed upon much of the advanced world
both in its capitalist and state socialist variants, had
managed to control and legitimize itself concerning its
longevity and general societal acceptance. It was as if the
ideology of growth, specialization, intensity, mechaniza
tion, and increasing yields were to be never ending. From
that point, however, and following Rachael Carson’s
trenchant critique of pesticides and insecticides in her
book Silent Spring in 1962, it became clearer to the public
at large that the agri industrial model which had helped
to produce ‘cheap foods’ for the Fordist and urban growth
machine, was largely about ‘sustaining the unsustainable’
rather than an ecologically efficient way of food
production.

In ecological-economics terms it was increasingly
being realized that the agri industrial system was falling
victim to the second law of thermodynamics (entropy
law); in that it was becoming a highly wasteful system in
energy terms, with a continuous degradation of free
(usable) energy into bound (unusable energy). However,
this did not mean that the agri industrial model, as an
unsustainable and entropy maximizing system, does not
have an enormous amount of resistance to change or
‘staying power’. Rather, as we have seen in the advanced
economies of the past 20 years, and despite the depletion
of the ‘natural capital’ of agroecosystems, the agri in
dustrial /bioscience system has a remarkable longevity.

Nevertheless, the slow realization of its inherent
unsustainability was taken up by environmental non
governmental organizations (NGOs) and different pub
lics and consumer groups, and became gradually
institutionalized into government bodies at national and
supernational levels (e.g., the European Union’s series of
Environmental Action Programmes from the 1970s on
ward). This period of ‘ecological modernization’ was
embodied in the World Commission on Environment and

Development’s ‘Bruntland’ report, ‘Our common future’
in 1987; with agriculture being increasingly seen as a
threatened ‘renewable resource’. Writers have delineated
several key features of the ‘sustainability of unsustain

ability’ thesis, which is implicit within the agri industrial
model. These include: (1) the tendency toward mono

culture/specialization of production systems and the
creation of spatial homogeneity and subsequent declines
in spatial and biodiversity; (2) the intensification of
production through expanded use of external chemical,
energy, and irrigation inputs; (3) the concentration of
livestock in space, and the spatial separation of crop and
livestock production; and, (4) the overall supply chain
tendency for the intensification of the cost price squeeze
on the farming and land based populations as a result of
their increasing reliance, both upon upstream suppliers
of external inputs, and downstream buyers of farm gate
products (especially the corporate retailers).

The result of these trends is important in the context
of defining the more contemporary and increasingly
contested notion of sustainable agriculture, for two re
lated reasons. First, the profound implementation of the
agri industrial model has tended to distinguish with
‘more clarity what is and is not sustainable’; and second,
it has acted to widen and encourage the contested vector
of what constitutes sustainable forms of agriculture as an
‘oppositional concept’, as well as a concept in its own
right. Sustainable agriculture debates have thus come to
the fore and their political and geographical vector
has both broadened and diversified into different strands
of both agricultural practice (e.g, organics, fair
trade, integrated farm management, ethical farming,
and agroecology); and alternative agri food supplychain
geographies (including relocalized chains, farmers mar
kets, organic box schemes, and slow food circuits). It is
important to recognize that these movements have been
given extra vibrancy because of ‘both’ the longevity
and continuous crisis tendencies inherent in the agri
industrial model.

One recent example of this has surrounded the highly
contested introduction of genetically modified (GM) crops
into global food supply chains. Introduced as the latest
more ‘sustainable’ ‘panacea’ for the productivist—intensive
system with regard to reducing costs of production, as well
as removing some of the threats of pests and diseases, it has
acted also to fuel the alternative sector, creating real
boundary disputes between rival ‘sustainable systems’.
Here sustainable agriculture also becomes liable to various
linguistic appropriations and regulatory pressures which
either attempt to continue to deny its existence, or where
it becomes more accepted and entrenched, to attempt to
‘conventionalize’ and dilute its central tenets. Increasing
tensions have thus grown between the adherence to the
basic principles of sustainable agriculture and serious at
tempts to dilute and generalize its very ontology. This
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‘battleground’ is seen, for instance, in the agriculturally
productive state of California, where growing consumer
and producer demands have led to innovative and sig
nificant growth in a whole vector of sustainable agri
cultural developments (not least organics) since the 1980s.
At the same time, many of these more successful initiatives
potentially fall vicim to economic and regulatory pres
sures to conventionalize and dilute their founding
principles.

At the same time as sustainable agriculture debates
are becoming more vibrant and promoted (both by dif
ferent groups of consumers, environmentalists, as well as
producers), we also see new challenges and devaluation
attempts to its overarching principles, as outlined in the
first section of this article. The second part of this article
will outline two related conceptual and methodological
avenues of research and conceptual development which
have been attempting to provide and to situate sustain
able agriculture within a more robust and conceptually
distinctive set of parameters. First, these surround
agroecological and ecological modernization debates; and
second, more specific to the rural development domain,
concern the development of what some scholars term the
‘new rural development paradigm’.

Agroecology and Ecological
Modernization Perspectives

A particularly forceful oppositional response to the
conventionalizing and entropy maximizing features of
the agri industrial system has been the growth and sali
ence of agroecological approaches. Agroecology emerged
in the 1980s as an important attempt to establish a natural
and social scientific basis for alternatives to industrialized
agriculture which attempted to avoid its resource de
grading tendencies.

Agroecological frameworks draw upon different in
tellectual traditions and disciplines, including peasant
studies, ecology, environmentalism, and development
theory. Originating in developing countries it ha