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PREFACE.

'

j
'HESE three volumes, comprising the " Life " and " Anti-

-'- quities," form the first instalment of a revision of

Whiston's well-known translation of Josephus, which first

saw the light in 1736, and has since that time retained the

field, not so much from its intrinsic merit, as from the fact

that the magnitude of the work, and the want of a good
critical edition of Josephus' Greek Text, has deterred

scholars from the Atlantean labour of a new translation.

In my revision there is, indeed, not much of Whiston
left, though I have retained him where practicable. In
revising him, I have amended his baldness, pruned and
curtailed his archaisms, corrected his misspelling of names
and mistranslations, and generally speaking been through-

out close to the text where he has been turgid and para-

phrastic. There are also frequently short omissions in

SVliiston's translation. These I have restored.

With regard to Whiston's Notes, some I have retained,

some curtailed, some erased. Those I have omitted have

been omitted on the following grounds. Many of them
are puerile, many irrelevant, some based upon a less pure

Grreek text, some obtruding Whiston's very strange and
erratic notions on religion, some absolutely incorrect. I

have added a W to all the Notes of Whiston which I have

retained. The few critical Notes are my own.

Sir C. W. Wilson, one of the heroes of Khartoum, and
well known earlier as one of the pioneers of Palestine

Exploration, is responsible for the Geographical and Topo-

graphical Notes.

Josephus and his works are so well known, and so

deservedly popular, that there is no need here to say any-
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thing about him or them. But one word is due as to the
text which I have used in this revision. Neither the edi-

tion of Niese, nor the first instalment of that of Naber
in the Bibliotheca Teuhneriana, appeared in time for me
to make any use of them. I have translated from the
edition of Dindorf, in the Didot collection of editions of
Classical works, Paris, 1865.

With these few words I commend my revision of Whis-
ton to the theological and general reader. These three
volumes will at no distant date be followed by two more,
which will contain " The Jewish War," and " Josephus on
the Antiquity of the Jews against Apion."

Cambridge,

September, 1889.
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THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS.

M
§1-

T family is not an ignoble one, but hath descended all

along from priests ; and as nobility among several
people is of a different origin, so, with us, to be of priestly ex-
traction is an indication of the splendour of a family. Now,
I am not only sprung from priests, but also from the first

of the twenty-four ' courses ; and as among us there is con-
siderable difference here too, I am of the chief family of
that first course also ; nay, farther, by my mother I am of
the royal blood ; for the sons of Asamonseus, from whom
she descended, were both high priests and kings for a very
long time. I will give the pedigree. My great-grandfather
was named Simon, with the surname of Psellus : he lived

at the same time as that son of Simon the high priest, who,
first of all the high priests, was named Hyrcanus. This
Simon Psellus had nine sons, one of whom was Matthias,
called the son of Ephlias ; he married the daughter of

Jonathan the high priest, the first of the sons of Asa-

^ We may hence correct the error of the Latin copy of the second
book against Apion, § 7, 8 (for the Greelt is there lost), which says
there were then only four tribes or courses of the priests, instead of
twenty-four. Nor is this testimony to be disregarded, as if Josephus
there contradicted what he had affirmed here ; because even the account
there giren better agrees to twenty-four than to four courses, while he
says that each of these courses contained above 5,000 men, which,
multiphed by only four, will make not more than 20,000 priests ; whereas
the number 120,000, as multiplied by twenty-four, seems much the most
probable, they being about one-tenth of the whole people, even after the
captivity. See Ezra ii. 36-39. Neh. vii. 39-42. 1 Esd. v. 24, 25, with
Ezra ii. 64. Neh. vii. 66. 1 Esd. v. 41. Nor will this common reading
or notion of but four courses of priests, agree with Josephus's own farther
assertion elsewhere, Antiq. vii. 14, § 7, that David's partition of the
priests into twenty-four courses had continued to that day.—W.

B
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monseus who was high priest, and the brother of Simon the

high priest also. This Matthias had a son called Matthias

Curtus, born in the first year of the government of Hyr-
canus ; his son's name was Joseph, born in the ninth year

of the reign of Alexandra ; his son Matthias was born in

the tenth year of the reign of Archelaus ; and I was born to

the first Matthias in the first year of the reign of Caius

Csesar. I have three sons : Hyrcanus, the eldest, was born
in the fourth year of the reign of Vespasian, Justus in the

seventh, and Agrii:)pa in the ninth. Thus have I set down
our pedigree as I found it entered ^ in the public records,

and so farewell to those who try to run me down as of low
extraction

!

§ 2. Now my father Matthias was not only eminent on
account of his noble birth, but was still more esteemed for

his uprightness, and was held in the highest reputation in

Jerusalem, the greatest city we have. I was brought up
with my brother, whose name was Matthias (my own
brother by both father and mother) ; and I made mighty
proficiency in learning, and appeared to have both a good
memory and good understanding. Even as a boy at about
fourteen years of age, I was commended by all for the love

I had to learning ; on which account the high priests and
principal men of the city came frequently to me to know
my opinion about the accurate understanding of points of

the law. And when I was about sixteen years old, I had a
mind to make trial of the several sects that were among us.

These sects are three : the first is that of the Pharisees, the

second that of the Sadducees, and the third that of the

Essenes, as I have frequently said in my other works ; for I

thought that by this means I might choose the best, if I were
once intimately acquainted with them all ; so I contented
myself with hard fare, and hard labour, and went through
them all. Nor did I content myself with these trials only

;

but when I was informed that one whose name was Banus,
lived in the desert, who used no other clothing than grew
upon trees, and had no other food than wha.t grew of its

own accord, and bathed himself in cold water frequently,

both by night and by day, in order to preserve his chastity,

1 An eminent example of the care of the Jews about their genealogies,
especially as to the priests. See Cent. Ap. i. 7.—W.
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I became a follower of him. And having continued with him
three jeaxs,^ and accomplished my purpose, I returned
back to the city, being now nineteen years old, and began
to live in strict accordance with the rules of the sect of the
Pharisees, which is very similar to what the Greeks call the
Stoic school.

§ 3. But when I was twenty-six, it happened that I went
up to Eome, on the occasion which I shall now describe.

At the time when Felix was procurator of Judaea, there

were certain priests of my acquaiatance, very excellent

persons, whom on a small and trifling charge he had put
in irons, and sent to Eome to plead their cause before

Caesar. These I was desirous to procure deliverance for,

especially as I was informed that they were not unmindful
of piety towards G-od even under their afilictions, but
supj)orted themselves with figs and nuts.^ And I arrived

at Rome, after great peril by sea ; for, as our ship went
down in the Adriatic sea, we that were in it, being about
six hundred in number," swam for our lives all that night

;

and at daybreak, upon our sighting, by God's providence,

^ When Josephus here says, that from sixteen to nineteen, or for

three years, he made trial of the three Jewish sects, the Pharisees, the

Sadducees, and the Essenes, and yet says presently, in all our copies,

that he stayed besides with one particular ascetic, called Banns, nap'

livTif, with him, and that before he was nineteen, there is little room
left for his trial of three other sects. I suppose, therefore, that for vap

avTif, with him, the old reading might be vap' niiToXg, with them: which
is a very small emendation, and takes away the difficulty before us. Nor
is Dr. Hudson's conjecture, hinted at by Mr. Hall in his preface to the

doctor's edition of Josephus, at all improbable, that this Banus, by this

his description, might well be a follower of John the Baptist, and that

from him Josephus might easily imbibe such notions, as afterwards pre-

pared him to have a favourable opinion about Jesus Christ himself, who
was attested to by John the Baptist.—W.

^ We may note here, that religious men among the Jews, or at least

those that were priests, were sometimes ascetics also, and, like Daniel

and his companions in Babylon, Dan. i. 8-16, ate no flesh, but figs and
nuts, &e.,only. This was like the ^rjpoipayia, or austere diets, of the

Christian ascetics in passion-week. Constit. v. 18.—W.
' It has been thought the number of St. Paul and his companions on

ship board, Acts xxvii. 38, which are 276 in our copies, are too many

;

whereas we find here that Josephus and his companions, a very few years

after the other, were about 600.—-W. For several close coincidences

between the voyages of Josephus and St. Paul, see Blunt's " Undesigned
Coincidences," § 22.
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a ship of Cyrene, I and some others, eighty in all, got

the start of the rest, and were taken on board. And
having thus got safe to Dicsearchia,^ which the Italians

call Puteoli, I became intimate with Aliturus, an actor

much beloved by Nero, and a Jew by race, and through

his interest became known to Poppaea, Nero's wife, and
speedily effected through her influence the liberation of

the priests. And having obtained many presents from
Poppsea besides this favour, I returned home again.

§ 4. And now I perceived that we were on the eve of re-

volution, and that many were very elated at the idea of a

revolt from the Romans. I therefore endeavoured to put a

stop to these tumultuous persons, and to persuade them to

change their minds ; and laid before their eyes against whom
it was that they were going to fight, and that they were
inferior to the Romans not only in martial skill, but also

in good fortune ; and desired them not rashly, and after

the most foolish manner, to risk bringing the most terrible

woes upon their country, their families, and themselves.

And this I said with vehement exhortation, because I fore-

saw that the end of such a war would be most unfortunate
to us. But I could not persuade them, for the madness of

desperate men carried the day.

§ 5. I was then afraid that, by inculcating these things

so often, I should incur their hatred and suspicion, as if I

were of the enemy's party, and should run risk of being
seized by them, and slain ; since they were already possessed

of Antonia,^ which was the citadel ; so I retired into the
inner part of the temple. But I stole out of the temple
again, after Manahem and the leaders of the band of

robbers were put to death, and abode among the high
priests and the chief of the Pharisees. But no small fear

seized upon us now that we saw the people in arms, for

we ourselves knew not what we should do, and were not
able to restrain the revolutionary party. However, as the
danger was directly upon us, we pretended that we were of
the same opinion with them, but only advised them to be

1 Now Poisuoli, near Naples. See Antiq. xvii. § 1 : Jewish War
ii. 7, § 1.

* The Castle of Antonia, built by Herod the Great, was near the
north cloister of the Temple.
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quiet for the present, and to let the enemy go away, still

hoping that it would not be long ere Gessius came up with
a great force, and so put an end to these revolutionary
j)roceedings.

§ 6. But upon his coming up and fighting, he was beaten,
and a great many of those that were with him fell. And
this reverse of G-essius became the calamity of our whole
nation ; for those that advocated the war were so elated with
this success, that they had hopes of eventually conquering
the Romans. There was also another pretext for the war :

those that dwelt in the neighbouring cities of Syria ^ seized

upon such Jews as dwelt among them, with their wives and
children, and slew them, when they had not the least cause
of complaint against them : for they had neither thought
of revolting from the Romans, nor had they shown the

slightest sign of hatred or treacherous design towards the
Syrians. But what was done by the inhabitants of Scy-

thopolis^ was the most impious and highly criminal of all;

'

for, when hostile Jews attacked them from without, they
forced the Jews that were among them to bear arms
against their own countrymen, which it is unlawful for us
to do :

* and when by their assistance they had joined battle

with those that attacked them, and had beaten them, they
forgot after the victory the assurances they had given these

their fellow-citizens and confederates, and slew them all,

being in number many myriads. The like miseries were
undergone by those Jews that were inhabitants of

"• Tlie cities of Syria, so called because they were under the juris-

diction of the governor of Syria, were inhabited by a mixed population,

chiefly Greek ; some of them were made free cities by Pompey, and
others enjoyed certain rights and immunities.

^ The Greek name ofBethshean, now Beisdn. In Jewish War, iii. 9,

§ 7, it is called the largest town in Decapolis. The extensive ruins lie on a

terrace above Jordan, at the lower end of the Valley of Jezreel.

^ See Jewish War, ii. 18, § 3.—W. Where the " many myriads "

here becomes " upwards of 13,000."
* The Jews might collect this unlawfulness of fighting against their

brethren from that law of Moses, Lev. xix. 16 : "Thou shalt not stand

against the blood of thy neighbour;" and that, ver. 17 :
" Thou shalt

not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people

;

but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;" as well as from many
other places in the Pentateuch and Prophets. See Antiq. viii. 8, § 3.

—W.



b THE WORKS OP FLATIUS JOSEPHUS.

Damascus. But I have given a more accurate account
of these things in my books on the Jewish war. I only

mention them now, because I would, demonstrate to my
readers, that the war of the Jews with the Romans was
not so m.uch choice as necessity.

§ 7. Now when G-essius had been beaten, as I have already
said, the principal men of Jerusalem, seeing that the
robbers and revolutionary party had amis in great plenty,

and. fearing that they, being unprovided with arms, would
be in subjection to their enemies, as actually came to

pass afterwards ; and, beiag informed that all Galilee had
not yet revolted from the Romans, but that some part
of it was still quiet, they sent me and two others of the
priests, who were excellent persons, Joazar and Judas, in

order to persuade the ill-advised men there to lay down
their arms, and to prove to them, that it were best to keep
those arms in reserve for the most courageous men that
the nation had, for that it had been resolved, that while
they should always keep their arms ready against any
emergency, they should yet wait to see what the Romans
would do.

§ 8. When I had therefore received these instructions, I
went into Galilee, and found the people of Sepphoris ' in no
small anxiety about their town, because the GalilEeans had
resolved to plunder it, on account of the friendship they
had with the Romans, and because they had given their

right hand to, and made a league with, Cestius Grallus, the
governor of Syria. But I delivered them all out of the
fear they were in, and persuaded the multitude to deal
kindly with them, and permitted them to send to those
that were their own hostages with Gessitis in Dora," which
is a city of Phoenicia, as often as they pleased. But I found
that the inhabitants of Tiberias" had already taken up
arms, and that on the following account.

§ 9. There were three factions in Tiberias. The first was
composed of men of worth and gravity ; of these Julius
Capellus was the head. Now he, as well as all his com-

' Now Sefnrieh, a town of Galilee, afterwards called Dioojpsarea.
^ Now TantHra, on the sea coast south of Carmel ; the Dor of Joshua

xi. 2, &e.
' Tubariych, on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee.
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panions, Herod the son of Miarus, and Herod tlie son of

GTamalus, and Compsus the son of Compsus (for as to

Compsus' brother Crispus, who had once been governor of
the city under the great king ' [Agrippa] , he was beyond the
Jordan on his own estate) ; all these persons before named
gave their advice, that the city should still continue in its

allegiance to the Romans, and to the king. But Pistus,

who was guided by his son Justus, did not acquiesce in that
resolution, for by nature he had a touch of the mad. The
second faction was composed of the most obscure persons,

and was determined for war. But as for Justus, the son of

Pistus, who was the head of the third faction, although
he pretended to be doubtful about going to war, yet was
he really desirous of revolution, supposing that he should
gain power to himself by the change of affairs. He there-

fore came into the midst, and endeavoured to inform the
multitude, " that Tiberias had ever been a city of Galilee,

and that in the days of Herod the tetrarch, who had
built it, it had obtained the principal place, and that he
had ordered the town of Sepphoris to be subordinate to it,

nor had they lost this pre-eminence even imder Agrippa
the father, but had retained it, until Felix was procurator

of Judaea. But now they had been so unfortunate as to be
made a present of by Nero to Agrippa junior ; and that

upon Sepphoris' submission to the Romans, it had become
the capital of Galilee, and the royal treasury and the

archives were now removed from them." When he had
spoken this, and a great deal more against Agrippa, in

order to provoke the people to revolt, he added, that " now
was the time for them to take up arms, and join with the

GaUlseans as their confederates (whom they might com-
mand, and who would now willingly assist them, out of

the hatred they bore to the people of Sepphoris, because

they had preserved their fidelity to the Romans), and to

gather together a great force in order to punish them."
By this speech he swayed the multitude, for his abilities

lay in making harangues to the people, and in gaining the

victory by his speeches over such as opposed him, though

^ That this Herod Agrippa, the father, was of old called a " Great
King " as here, appears by his coins still remaining ; to which Havercamp
refers us.— VV.
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their advice was better, by his juggling and craft. For he
was not unskilful in the learning of the Greeks, and in de-

pendence on that he undertook to write a history of these

affairs, intending by his narrative to subvert the truth.

But as to this man, and his bad character and conduct
in life, and how he and his brother were, in a great

measure, the authors of our destruction, I shall give the
reader an account in the course of my narrative. So when
Justus had, by his persuasions, prevailed upon the citizens

of Tiberias to take up arms,—nay, had even forced a great

many to do so against their will, he went out with all of
them, and set the villages of Gadara ' and Hippos ^ on fire

;

which villages were situated on the borders of Tiberias, and
of the region of Scythopolis.

§ 10. And this was the state Tiberias was now in. But
as for Gischala ^ its affairs were thus. When John, the son
of Levi, saw some of the citizens much elated at the idea
of revolting from the Eomans, he tried to restrain them,
and entreated them to keep their allegiance to them. But
he could not gain his purpose, in spite of all his endea-
vours, for the neighbouring people of Gadara, Gabara,*
Sogane,^ and Tyre,' got together a great army, and fell upon
Gischala, and took it by storm, and set it on fire ; and
when they had entirely razed it to the ground they returned
home. Upon which John was so enraged, that he ai-med
all his men, and joined battle with the people before men-
tioned, and rebuilt Gischala stronger than before, and for-

tified it with walls for its future security.

§ 11. But Gamala^ adhered to its allegiance to the Eomans,
for the following reason. Philip the son of Jacimus, who
was prefect under king Agrippa, had been unexpectedly
preserved when the royal palace at Jerusalem had been be-

' A town of Decapolis, now JJmm Keis, on the lieiglits above the
valley of the Yarmiii:, east of Jordan.

^ Now Sv.siyeh, on the plateau east of the Sea of Galilee, and not far
from Gamala

;
it was the centre of a district called Hippene.

^ A town of Upper Galilee, now the village el-Jish, in the Safed
district.

* One of the largest towns in Galilee ; Life, 25 ; now Kh. Kabra.
^ Now Sukhnin. ° Now Sur.
7 Now KiiVat el-ffusn, to the east of the Sea of Galilee, and nearly

opposite Tiberias.
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sieged ; but as he fled away, had fallen into another danger,

and that was of being killed by Manahem and the robbers
that were with him ; but certain Babylonians who were
of his kindred, and were then in Jerusalem, hindered the

robbers from executing their design. So Philip stayed

there four days, and fled away on the fifth, having dis-

guised himself with false hair, that he might not be dis-

covered ; and when he was come to one of the villages in

his jurisdiction that lay near the citadel of Gamala, he sent

to some of his men, and commanded them to come to him.

But the deity hindered his intention, and that for his own
advantage, for had it not so happened, he had certainly

perished. For a fever having seized upon him suddenly,

he wrote letters to Agrippa and Berenice, and gave them
to one of his freedmen to carry to Varus, who at this

time was procurator of the kingdom, which office the

king and his sister had entrusted him with, as they had
gone to Berytus ^ with the intention of meeting Gessius.

When Varus had received these letters of Philip, and had
learned that he was preserved, he was very uneasy at it,

supposing that he should appear useless to the king and
his sister, now Philip was come. He therefore produced

the carrier of the letters before the multitude, and accused

him of forging them ; and said, that he spoke falsely when
he related that Philip was at Jerusalem, fighting with

the Jews against the Eomans. So he slew him. And when
the freedman of Philip did not return again, Philip was

doubtful what was the reason, and sent a second messenger

with letters, that he might, upon his return, inform him
what had befallen the other that had been sent before, and
why he tarried so long. Varus accused this messenger

also, when he came, of telling a falsehood, and slew him.

For he was pufEed up by the Syrians that were at Ceesarea,^

and had great expectations ; for they said that Agrippa

would be slain by the Eomans for the crimes which the

Jews had committed, and that he would himself get the

kingdom, being descended from kings. For Varus was, by
the confession of all, of royal race, as being a descendant

^ Now Beirut.
^ The CiEsarea mentioned here is Caesarea Philippi, or Paneas, now

Banids, at one of the sources of the Jordan.
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of Sohemtis, who had been tetrarch near Mount Libanus

;

for which reason it was that he was puffed up, and kept

the letters to himself. He contrived, also, that the king

should not get any letters from Philip, by guarding all the

passes, lest anyone should escape, and inform the king

what had been done. He moreover slew many of the Jews,

in order to gratify the Syrians of Csesarea. He intended

also to join with the Trachonites in Batansea,' and to take

up arms and make an assault upon the Babylonian Jews

that were at Ecbatana,^ for that was the name they went

by. He therefore called to him twelve of the most in-

fluential Jews of Csesarea, and ordered them to go to

Ecbatana, and inform their coimtrymen who dwelt there,

that Varus hath heard, that "you intend to march against

the king ; but, not beHeving it, he hath seut lis to persuade

you to lay down your arms, and this compliance will be

a sign that he did well not to credit those who raised the

report concerning you." He also enjoined them to send

seventy of their principal men to make their defence on

the charge brought against them. So when the twelve

got to their countrymen at Ecbatana, and found that they

had no revolutionary ideas at all, they persuaded them to

send the seventy, who not at all suspecting what would
happen to them, sent them accordingly. So they went
down to Csesarea with the twelve ambassadors, where

Varus met them with the king's forces, and slew them all,

ambassadors and all, and made an expedition against the

Jews of Ecbatana. But one of the seventy escaped, and
stole a march on Varus and informed the Jews of his

coming ; upon which they took their arms, with their wives

and children, and retired to the citadel at Gamala, leaving

their own villages full of all sorts of good things, and
many myriads of cattle therein. When Philip was in-

formed of this, he also went to the citadel of Gamala

;

'

^ One of the four districts into which the ancient Bashan was divided
;

tlie others being Trachonitis (el-LeJah), Auranitis {Haurdii), and Gaulo-

nitis (Jauluu). Its name is still preserved in cl-Butcin and Ard d-

^ The context shows that Ecbatana is used here for Batanaea ; the

Babylonian Jews appear to have lived in Batana;an villages not far from
Gamala, Kiil'at il-Husn.

^ KuVat el-Huan.
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and when he was come, the multitude cried aloud, and
desired him to lead them against Varus and the Syrians
of Csesarea ; for it was reported that they had slain the
king. But PhUip restrained their zeal, and put them in
mind of the benefits the king had bestowed upon them

;

and told them how powerful the Eomans were, and said
it was not for their advantage to make war with them ; and
at length he prevailed with them. But when the king got
to learn of Varus' s design to cut ofE the Jews of Caesarea,

being many myriads, with their wives and children, and all

in one day, he called to him jiEquus Modius, and sent him
to be Varus's successor, as I have elsewhere related. So
Philip kept the citadel of Gamala and the adjacent country
in its allegiance to the Eomans.

§ 12. Now, as soon as I was come into G-alilee, and had
learned this state of things from the information of such
as told me, I wrote to the Sanhedrim at Jerusalem about
it, and asked their direction what I should do. They
begged me to stay there with my colleagues if they were
willing, and to look after the condition of Galilee. But
my colleagues, having got great riches from those tithes

which were their dues as priests, determined to return to

their own country. Yet when I desired them to stay till

we could settle affairs, they complied with me. So I re-

moved with them from the city of Sepphoris,' and came to

a certain village called Bethmaus,^ four furlongs distant

from Tiberias ; and thence I sent messengers to the council

of Tiberias, and desired that the principal men of the city

would come to me ; and when they were come, Justus him-
self being also with them, I told them, that I was sent to

them by the people of Jerusalem as an envoy, together with

these other priests, in order to persuade them to demolish

that house which Herod the tetrarch had built there, and
which had the figures of living creatures in it, although

our laws had forbidden us to make any such figures ; and
I desired, that they would give us leave to do so imme-
diately. But for a good while Capellus and the principal

' ScfCirieh.

^ The same place as tlie Emmaiis of Antiq. xviii. 2, § 3, and Jewish
War, iv. 1, § 3; famous for its hot springs. It is probably the Hammath
of Josh. xix. 35; and is now Hammdm Tubariyek, close to Tiberias.
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men of the city would not give us leave, but were at length,

induced to assent to our wishes. But Jesus the son of

Sapphias, one of those whom I have already mentioned
as the leader of a seditious rising of sailors and poor

people, anticipated us, and took with him certain Galilseans,

and set the entire palace on fire, and thought he should get

a great deal of money thereby, because he saw some of the

roofs were gilt. They also plundered a great deal without
our approbation ; for, after we had conversed with Capellus,

and the principal men of the city, we departed from Beth-

maus, and went into Upper G-alilee. But Jesus and his

party slew all the Greeks that were inhabitants of Tiberias,

and as many others as were their enemies before the war
began.

§ 13. When I heard of this, I was greatly provoked, and
went down to Tiberias, and took all the care I could to re-

cover all that could be recovered of the royal furniture

from such as had plundered it. It consisted of candle-

sticks made of Corinthian brass ; and of royal tables, and of

a great quantity of uncoined silver ; and I resolved to pre-

serve whatever came to my hand for the king. So I sent

for ten of the principal men of the council, and Capellus

the son of Antyllus, and committed the furniture to them,
with this charge, that they should part with it to nobody
but myself. From thence I and my colleagues went to

Grischala ' to John, being desirous to know his intentions,

and I soon saw that he was for revolution, and had a mind
to the chief power ; for he desired me to give him autho-

rity to carry off the corn which belonged to Caesar, and was
stored in the villages of Upper Gralilee ; and he pretended
that he would expend what it came to in building the walls

of his own city. But when I perceived what he was aiming
at, and what he had in view, I said I would not permit him
to do so. For I thought either to keep it for the Romans,
or for myself, now I was intrusted with the management
of affairs there by the people of Jerusalem. But when he
was not able to prevail with me, he betook himself to my
colleagues, who had no sagacity in reading the future, and
were very ready to take bribes. So he corrupted them

' el-Jish.
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with money, to decree that all the corn which was within

his province should he delivered to him ; and I, who was
but one, was outvoted by two, and had to acquiesce. Then
did John introduce another cunning contrivance. He said,

that those Jews who inhabited Csesarea Philippi, and were
shut up by the order of the king's deputy there, had sent

to him to desire him, that, since they had no oil that was
pure to use, he would provide a sufficient quantity of such

oil for them, lest they should be forced to make use of

Greek oil, and thereby transgress their laws. Now this

was said by John, not out of regard to religion, but out of

the most flagrant desire of gain: for he knew that two
pints of oil were sold at Csesarea for one drachma, but

that at Grischala fourscore pints were sold for four drachmae.

So he gave order, that all the oil which was there should

be carried away, as if he had my permission for so doing

;

which yet I did not grant him voluntarily, but only out of

fear of the multitiide, since, if I had forbidden him, I
should have been stoned by them. As I therefore yielded

the point, John gained vast sums of money by this

knavery.

§ 14. But when I had dismissed my colleagues, and sent

them back to Jerusalem, I took care to get arms provided,

and the cities fortified. And, when I had sent for the

boldest of the robbers, I saw that it was not in my power

to take their arms from them ; but I persuaded the multi-

tude to allow them pay, and told them it was better for

them to give them a little money willingly, rather than to

see their goods plundered. 'And when I had obliged the

robbers to take an oath not to come into our country,

unless they were invited, or when they had not their pay

given them, I dismissed them, and charged them neither

to war against the Eomans, nor against their neighbours : for

my first care was to keep Gralilee in peace. And as I wished

tohave the principal G-alilaeans, in all seventy, as hostages

for their fidelity under the pretext of friendship, I made
them my friends and companions as I journeyed, and set

them to judge causes : and it was with their approbation

that I gave my sentences, while I endeavoured not to

deviate from justice through over haste, and to keep my
hands clean from all bribes.
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§ 15. I was now about the thirtieth year of my age ; in

which time of life it is a hard thing for anyone to escape the

calumnies of envy, although he restrain himself from any

unlawful desires, especially where a person is in great au-

thority. Yet did I respect the chastity of every woman, and,

as to the presents which were offered me, I despised them,

as not standing in need of them. Nor indeed would I tate

those tithes, which were due to me as a priest, from those

that brought them. Yet do I confess, that I took part of

the spoils of those Syrians who inhabited the cities that

were adjacent to us, when I had conquered them, and that

I sent it to my kindred at Jerusalem ; although when I

twice took Sepphoris ^ by storm, and Tiberias four times, and
G-adara ^ once, and when I had got John in my power, who
had often laid treacherous snares for me, I did not revenge

myself upon either him or any of the people beforenamed,

as the course of my narrative will show. And on this

account, I suppose, it was that God,^ who never forgets

those that do as they ought to do, delivered me still out of

their hands, and afterwards preserved me when I fell into

those many dangers which I shall relate hereafter.

§ 16. Now the mass of the Gralileeaus had that great

kindness for me, and fidelity to me, that when their cities

were taken by storm, and their wives and children carried

into slavery, they did not so deeply lament for their own
calamities, as they were anxious for my safety. And when
John saw this, he was moved with envy, and wrote to me,
desiring that I would give him leave to come down, and
make use of the hot baths of Tiberias for the recovery of

his health. And I did not forbid him, having no suspicion

of any wicked design on his part, and I wrote expressly to

those to whom I had committed the administration of the

affairs of Tiberias to provide a lodging for John, and for

such as should come with him, and to procure him a plen-

' Sefurieh. ^ Umm Keis.
' Our Joseplius shows, both here and everywhere, that he was a most

religious person, and one that had a deep sense of God and his providence
upon liis mind, and ascribed all his numerous and wonderful escapes

and preservations in times of danger, to God's blessing him ; and this

on account of his acts of piety, justice, humanity, and charity to the

Jews his brethren.—W.
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tiful supply of whatever he stood in need of. Now at this

time my abode was in a village of G-alilee, which is called

Cana"^

§ 17. But when John was come to the city of Tiberias,

he persuaded its inhabitants to revolt from their fidelity to

me, and to attach themselves to him ; and many of them
gladly received the invitation of his, as ever fond of revo-

lutions, and by nature disposed to changes, and delighting

in seditions : but Justus and his father Pistus were chiefly

earnest in their revolt from me, and their adherence to

John. But I was too quick for them, and anticipated them :

for a messenger had come to me from Silas, whom I had
made governor of Tiberias, as I have said already, and told

me of the purpose of the people of Tiberias, and advised

me to make haste thither ; for if I made any delay, the

city would soon be in the power of others. IJpon receipt

of this letter of Silas', I took two hundred men along with

me, and travelled aU night, having sent on a messenger,

to let the people of Tiberias know that I was coming.

When I came near to the city, which was early in the

morning, the multitude came out to naeet me, and John
with them, who saluted me, but in a very confused manner,
as if afraid that my coming was to call him to account

for what I was now aware he was doing. So he went in

great haste to his lodging. But when I was in the open

place of the city, having dismissed the guards I had about

me, excepting one, and ten armed men that were vrith him,

I attempted to make a speech to the multitude of the

people of Tiberias ; and, standing on a high wall, I en-

treated them not to be so hasty in their revolt ; for that

such a change in their fidelity would be to their reproach,

and they would be justly suspected by those that should

be their masters hereafter, as if they were not hkely to be

faithful to them either.

§ 18. But, before I had spoken all I intended, I heard

one of my own followers biddingme come down ; for that it

was not the time to be anxious about retaining the good-

' There is nothing to indicate which of the Canas is alluded to here
;

it may either be Kdna el-Jelll, north of Sepphoris, or the well-known

Kcfr Kenna, on the road from Nazareth to Tiberias ; the former is

most probable.
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will of the people of Tiberias, but about my own safety,

and how to escape my enemies there ; for John had sent

the most trusty of those thousand armed men that he had
with him, and had given them orders to kill me, having

learned that I was alone, except for a few personal fol-

lowers. So those that were sent came as they were ordered,

and would have done their work, had I not leaped down
from the wall I stood on, with one of my guards, whose
name was James, and been hoisted upon the back of one

Herod of Tiberias, and guided by him down to the lake,

where I seized a ship, and got into it, and escaped, greatly

to the surprise of my enemies, and got to Tarichsese.'

§ 19. Now when the inhabitants of that city heard of

the perfidiousness of the people of Tiberias, they were

greatly provoked. So they snatched up their arms, and
desired me to be their leader against them ; for they said

they would avenge their commander's cause upon them.

They also carried the report of what had been done to me
to all the Galilseans, and eagerly endeavoured to irritate

them against the people of Tiberias, and besought them to

muster in large numbers and come to them, that they might
act as the general thought fit. Accordingly, the G-alilseans

came to me in great numbers, from all parts, with their

weapons, and besought me to assault Tiberias, to take it

by storm, and to lay it even with the ground, and then to

make slaves of its inhabitants, with their wives and
children. Those of my friends also who had escaped out

of Tiberias gave me the same advice. But I did not

comply with them, thinking it a terrible thing to begin a
civil war, for I thought that this contention ought not to

proceed further than words ; nay, I told them that it was
not for their own advantage to do this, the Romans wish-

ing for nothing better than that we should destroy one
another by our mutual factions. And by saying this I put
a stop to the anger of the G-alilseans.

§ 20. But now John was afraid for himself, since his

treachery had proved unsuccessful. So he took the armed
men that were with him, and removed from Tiberias to
Gischala, and wrote to me to apologize for himself concern-

' Now, apparently, the ruins of Kerai, at the south end of the Sea of
Galilee, at the point where the Jordan leaves the lake.
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ing what liad been done, as if it had been done without his

approbation, and desired me to have no suspicion of him.
He also added oaths and certain horrible curses upon
himself, and supposed he should be thereby believed in

what he wrote to me.

§ 21. But now another large body of the Gralilaeans

mustered from all the district again with their weapons,
knowing how wicked and how perjured the man was, and
desired me to lead them against him, and promised me
that they would utterly destroy both him and Grischala.

Hereupon I confessed, that I was obliged to them for

their readiness to serve me, and that I would more than
requite their good-will to me. However, I entreated them
to restrain themselves, and begged of them to give me
leave to do what I intended, which was to put an end to

these troubles without bloodshed ; and when I had pre-

vailed with the multitude of the G-alilseans to let me do so,

I went to Sepphoris.

§ 22. But the inhabitants of that city, having deter-

mined to continue in their allegiance to the Romans, and
being afraid of my coming to them, tried to divert me
by another transaction, that they might be freed from the

terror! they were in. Accordingly they sent to Jesus, the

captain of those robbers who were on the borders of Ptole-

mais,^ and promised to give him a great deal of money, if

he would come with those forces he had with him, which
were in number eight hundred, and fight with us. Accord-

ingly, he complied with what they desired, upon the pro-

mises they had made him, and was desirous to fall upon
us when we were unprepared for him, and knew nothing of

his coming beforehand. So he sent to me, and desired

that I would give him leave to come and salute me. When
I had given him that leave, which I did without the least

knowledge of his treacherous intentions beforehand, he

took with him his band of robbers, and made haste to

come to me. Yet did not his knavery succeed well at last

;

for, as he was already near, one of those with him deserted,

and came to me, and told me of his intention. When I

was informed of this, I went into the market-place, pre-

' Ptolemais, or Ace (Antiq. ix. 14, § 2), afterwards so celebrated as

St. Jean d'Acre. It is now 'Akka.

C
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tending to know nothing of his treacherous purpose. I

took with me many Galilseans that were armed, as also

some from Tiberias : and when I had given orders that all

the roads should be carefully guarded, I charged the

keepers of the gates to give admittance to none but Jesus,

when he came with the principal of his men, and to exclude

the rest ; and in case they tried to force themselves in, to

smite them. Accordingly, those that had received orders

did as they were bidden, and Jesus came in with a few of

his men ; and when I had ordered him to throw down his

arms immediately, and told him that if he refused to do

so he was a dead man, he seeing armed men standing all

round about him, was frightened and complied ; and as for

those of his followers that were excluded, when they heard

of his arrest, they fled. I then called Jesus apart, and told

him, that " I was not a stranger to his treacherous design

against me, nor was I ignorant by whom he had been sent,

however, I would forgive what he had done already, if he

would repent of it, and be faithful to me hereafter." And
upon his promising to do all that I desired, I let him go,

and gave him leave to muster his followers together again.

But I threatened the inhabitants of Sepphoris, that if they

would not leave off their unfair treatment of me, I would
punish them.

§ 23. At this time two great men who were under the

jurisdiction of king Agrippa, came to me out of the region

of Trachonitis,^ bringing their horses, and carrying with

them their arms and money. As the Jews wanted to force

them to be circumcised, if they wished to stay among them,

I would not permit them to have force put upon them,-

but said, " Every one ought to worship Grod according to

his principles and not to be constrained by force ; and that

these men, who had fled to us for protection, ought not to

be so treated as to repent of their coming hither." And
' Now el-Lejak, a broken volcanic district to the soutb of Damascus.
' Josephus's opinion is here well worth noting,—that every one is to

be permitted to worship God according to his own conscience, and is

not to be compelled in matters of religion : as one may here observe on
the contrary, that the rest of the Jews were still for obliging all those

who married Jews to be circumcised, and become Jews, and were ready
to destroy all that would not submit so to do. See § 31, and Luke
ix. 54.—W.
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when I had persuaded the multitude, I provided for the
men that were come to us whatever they wanted, according
to their usual way of living, in great plenty.

§ 24. Meantime king Agrippa sent a force under the
command of ^quus Modius to make itself master of the
citadel of Gamala,' but the force that was sent was not
large enough to invest it, but lay before it in the open
country, and besieged it. But when ^butius the decurion,
who was intrusted with the charge of the great plain,

heard that I was at Simonias,^ a village lying on the borders
of Gralilee, and was distant from him sixty furlongs, he
took a hundred horse that were with him, and about two
hundred foot, by night, and brought the inhabitants of

the city of Gaba^ with him as auxiliaries, and marched by
night to the village where I abode. And when I drew up
my large force in battle array, .ffibutius tried to entice us
to the plain, as greatly depending on his horse, but we
would not come down ; for as I saw at once the advantage
that his horse would have if we came down into the plain,

as we were all foot, I resolved to join battle with the enemy
where I was. Now ^butius and his men made a stout

fight for some time ; but when he saw that his horse were
useless to him on that ground, he retired to Gaba, without
having effected his object, and having lost three of his men
in the fight. I followed him closely with two thousand
armed men : and when I got to the city Besara,* that lay

on the borders of Ptolemais, but twenty furlongs from
Gaba, where ^butius was, I placed my armed men out-

side the village, and gave orders that they should guard
the roads with great care, that the enemy should not dis-

turb us until we should have carried off the corn, a great

quantity of which lay there, which belonged to Berenice

the queen, and had been gathered together out of the

neighbouring villages into Besara ; so I loaded my camels
and asses, a great number of which I had brought along
with me, and sent the corn into Galilee. When I had done

' Kul'at el-Husn,
^ Now Semuniek on tlie hills north of Esdraelon, called by Joscphus

" the great plain."
' Now Jehdta, see Jewish War, ii. 18, § 1, and iii. 3, § 1.

* Site unknown.
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this, I offered ^butius battle ; but as he would not accept

of the offer, for he was terrified at our readiness and
courage, I marched against NeopoHtanus, because I had
heard that the country about Tiberias was being plundered
by him. This Neopolitanus was captain of a troop of

horse, and had had Scythopolis ' intrusted to his care by
the enemy • and when I had hindered him from ravaging
Tiberias any further, I began to see to the affairs of

Galilee.

§ 25. But when John, the son of Levi, who, as I said,

was at Gischala,^ heard how all things had succeeded to my
mind, and that I was in favour with those who were under
me, as also that the enemy were greatly afraid of me, he
was not pleased with it, as thinking my prosperity tended
to his ruin. So he launched out into bitter envy against
me ; and hoping, that if he could inflame those that were
under me to hate me, he should put an end to my good
fortune, he tried to persuade the inhabitants of Tiberias
and of Sepphoris (as for those of Gabara^ he supposed they
would be of the same mind with the others,) and these
three were the greatest cities of Galilee, to revolt from
their subjection to me, and to join his party ; and he told
them, that he would command them better than I did. As
for the people of Sepphoris (who belonged to neither of us,

because they had chosen to be in subjection to the Eomans)
they did not listen to him, and for those of Tiberias, they
did not indeed so far comply as to revolt from me, but they
agreed to be his friends, while the inhabitants of Gabara
went over to John ; for Simon, a leading man in the city,

and a particular friend and companion of John, persuaded
them so to do. It is true, the men of Gabara did not
openly own their revolt (because they were in great fear of
the Galilaeans, having had frequent experience of the good-
will they bore to me) yet did they privately watch for a good
opportunity to lay snares for me, and indeed I thereby
came into the greatest danger, on the following occasion.

§ 26. There were some bold young men of the village
Dabaritta," who observed that the wife of Ptolemy, the

1 Beisdn. ^ el-Jish. 3 Kk Kuhra.
« The Daberath of Josb. xix. 12, &c. ; now DebHrieh, at the foot of

Mount Tabor.
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king's procurator, was journeying over the great plain with
a large retinue, and with some horsemen that followed as

a guard, from a country that was subject to the king and
queen, into the jurisdiction of the Romans ; and fell upon
them on the sudden, and obliged the wife of Ptolemy to

flee, and plundered all the baggage. They also came to me
to Tarichsese,' with four mules laden with garments and
other articles ; and the weight of the silver they brought
was not small, and there were five hundred pieces of gold
also. Now I had a mind to preserve these spoils for

Ptolemy (who was my countryman, and it is prohibited us
by our laws even to spoil our enemies), so I told those that

brought those spoils, that they ought to be kept to rebuild

the walls of Jerusalem by their sale. But the young men
took it very ill that they did not receive a part of these

spoils for themselves, as they expected to have done ; so

they went among the villages in the neighbourhood of

Tiberias, and told the people, that I was going to betray

their country to the Romans, for I used deceitful language
to them, when I said what had been thus got by rapine

should be kept for rebuilding the walls of the city of

Jerusalem, when I intended to restore these spoils again to

their owner. And indeed they were not mistaken as to

this my intentiop. ; for when they had gone away, I sent

for two leading men, Dassion, and Jannseus the son of

Levi, persons that were among the chief friends of the

king, and commanded them to take the articles that had
been robbed, and to send them to him ; and I threatened that

I would have them put to death, by way of punishment, if

they communicated my orders to any other person.

§ 27. Now, when all Galilee was filled with the rumour,
that their country was about to be betrayed by me to the

Romans, and when all men were exasperated against me,
and desirous to bring me to punishment, the inhabitants

of Tarichseae did also themselves suppose that what the

young men said was true, and urged my guards and armed
men to leave m.e when I was asleep, and to go quickly to the

hippodrome, in order there to take counsel with all men
against me their commander. And, when they had pre-

1 Kerak.
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vailed with them, and they were got together, they found
there a great company assembled already, who all joined

in one clamour, to bring the man who was so wicked to

them as to betray them to punishment. Now Jesus, the

son of Sapphias, principally egged them on. He was chief

magistrate at this time in Tiberias, and a wicked man, and
naturally disposed to make great disturbances ; he was
indeed a seditious person, and an innovator beyond every-

body else. He now took the laws of Moses into his hands,
and came into the midst of the people, and said, " O my
fellow-citizens ! if you cannot hate Josephus on your own
account, have regard at any rate to those laws of your
country, which your commander-in-chief is going to betray;

hate him therefore on both these accounts, and bring the
man who has acted with such presumption to his deserved
punishment."

§ 28. When he had said this, and the multitude loudly
applauded him, he took some armed men, and hasted to

the house in which I lodged, as if he would kill me imme-
diately. But I was wholly insensible of all this till the
disturbance happened, for I had fallen fast asleep from
fatigue. But Simon, who was intrusted with the care of my
body, and was the only person that stayed with me, seeing
the violent rush the citizens made at me, awoke me, and
told me of the danger I was in, and begged me to let him
kill me, that I might die bravely, and like a general, before
my enemies came in, and forced me [to kill myself], or
themselves killed me. Thus did he speak to me, but I com-
mitted the care of my life to God, and made haste to go
out to the multitude. And I put on a black garment, and
hung my sword round my neck, and went by a different

way to the hippodrome, so that I thought none of my ad-
versaries would meet me : and I appeared among them on
the sudden, and fell down flat on the earth, and bedewed
the ground with my tears, and seemed to all persons an
object of conpassion. And when I perceived the change
that was thus wrought in the multitude, I tried to divide
their opinions, before the armed men should return from my
house : so I granted them that I had been as wicked as
they supposed me to have been, but I entreated them to let

me first inform them for what use I had kept the money
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arising from the plunder, and they might then kill me, if

they pleased. And, upon the multitude's ordering me to

speak, the armed men came in, and when they saw me,
they ran up to kill me: but when the multitude bade
them stop, they complied, expecting that as soon as I
should own to them that I had kept the money for the king,

it would be looked on as a confession of treason, and they
would then be allowed to kill me.

§ 29. When, therefore, silence was made by the whole
multitude, I spoke thus to them :

" My countrymen, I re-

fuse not to die, if justice so require. However, I am de-

sirous to tell you the truth before I die ; for as I knew that
this city of yours was a city given to hospitality, and filled

with abundance of men who have left their own countries,

and are come hither to be partakers of your fortune what-
ever it be, I had a mind to build walls about it out of this

money, for which you are so angry with me, while yet it

was to be expended in building your own walls." Upon
my saying this, the people of Tarichaese and the foreigners

cried out, that they gave me thanks, and desired me to be
of good courage. But the Galilaeans and the people of

Tiberias continued in their wrath against me, insomuch
that there arose a tumult among them, as some threatened

to kill me, and some bade me not to regard them. But
when I promised that I would build them walls at Tiberias,

and at the other cities that wanted them, they gave credit

to what I promised, and returned everyone to his own
home. So I escaped the forementioned danger beyond all

my hopes, and returned to my own house, accompanied by
my friends and twenty armed men.

§ 30. But those robbers and other authors of this

tumult, who were afraid on their own account that I should

punish them for what they had done, took six hundred
armed men, and came to the house where I abode, in order

to set it on fire. When I was told of their approach, I

thought it unseemly to run away, and I resolved to expose

myself to danger, and to act with resolution. So I gave
orders to shut the doors of the house, and went up into

an upper room, and desired that they would send some of

their men in to receive the money [from the spoils] ; for I

told them that then they would have no occasion to be
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angry with me ; and when they had sent in one of the
boldest of them all, I had him whipped severely, after

having him dragged to the innermost part of the house,
and I commanded that one of his hands should be cut ofE,

and hung it about his neck, and thus thrust him out to those
that sent him. At which procedure of mine they were
greatly affrighted, and in no small consternation, and were
afraid that they would themselves be served in like manner,
if they stayed there (for they supposed that I had in the
house more armed men than they had) ; so they ran away
immediately. Thus I, by the use of this stratagem, escaped
their second treacherous design against me.

§ 31. But there were some that still irritated the multi-
tude against me, and said that those royal grandees that
came to me ought not to be suffered to live, if they would not
change their habits to suit those to whom they fled for safety

:

they spoke reproachfully of them also, and said, that they
were sorcerers, and prevented their getting the better of
the Eomans. And the multitude was soon deluded by such
plausible arguments as were agreeable to their own inclina-

tions, and were persuaded by them. But when I was in-

formed of this, I urged on the multitude again, that those
who fled to them for refuge ought not to be persecuted ; I
also laughed at the absurd allegation of sorcery, and
told them that the Eomans would not keep so many as ten
thousand soldiers, if they could overcome their enemies by
sorcery. Upon my saying this, the people assented for a
while, but they returned afterwards, being irritated liv

some bad people against the grandees. Nay, they once
made an assault upon the house in which they dwelt at
Tarichsese, in order to kill them ; and when I was informed
of that, I was afraid, if so horrid a crime should take effect,

that nobody else would make that city their refuge anv
more. I therefore went with some others to the hoiise
where these grandees lived, and locked their doors, and
had a canal cut from their house to the lake, and sent for
a ship, and embarked thereon with them, and sailed to the
confines of Hippos.' I also paid them the value of their
horses, for in such a flight I could not have their horses

' Siisiyeh.
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brought to them. I then dismissed them,and begged of them
earnestly that they would courageously bear this distress

which had befallen them. I was also myself greatly grieved

that I was compelled to expose those that had fled to me
for shelter to go again into an enemy's country

;
yet did I

think it better that they should perish among the Romans,
if it should so happen, than in the country that was under
my jurisdiction. Howeyer, they escaped at last, for king
Agrippa forgave them their oifences. And this was the

conclusion of what concerned those men.

§ 32. But as for the inhabitants of the city of Tiberias,

they wrote to the king, and desired him to send them forces

sufB.cient to guard their country ; for they were desirous to

come over to him : this was what they wrote to him. But
when I came to them, they desired me to construct for

them walls, as I had promised them to do ; for they had
heard that the walls of Tarichsese were already built. I

agreed to the proposal accordingly, and when I had made
all preparations for the building, I gave orders to the

engineers to go to work. But on the third day, when I

was gone to Tarichsese, which was thirty furlongs from
Tiberias, it so fell out, that some Eoman horsemen were
sighted on the march not far from the city, which made it

supposed that a force was come from the king ; upon
which they shouted, and lifted up their voices in commen-
dations of the king, and in reproaches against me, and one

came running up to me, and told me what their disposi-

tions were, and that they had resolved to revolt from me.

Upon hearing this news, I was very much alarmed : for I

had already sent away my armed men from Tarichsese to

their own laomes, because the next day was our sabbath

;

for I would not have the j)eople of Tarichaeae disturbed

[on that day] by a multitude of soldiers; and indeed,

whenever I sojourned in that city, I never took any parti-

cular care for a body-guard, because I had had frequent

proofs of the fidelity its inhabitants bore to me ; and I had
about me no moi-e than seven armed men besides some
friends, and so I was doubtful what to do. For I did not

think proper to send to recall my own forces, because the

day was almost over, and had these forces been with me, I

could not take up arms on the next day, because our laws
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forbade us to do so, even though our necessity should he
very great ; and if I should permit the people of Tarichaese,

and the strangers with them, to plunder the city, I saw that

they would not be sufBcient for that purpose, and I per-

ceived that I should be obliged to defer my assistance a
great while ; for I thought with myself that the forces that

came from the king would get the start of me, and that I

should be driven out of the city. I resolved, therefore, to

get clear of these forces by a stratagem ; so I immediately
placed at the gates of TarichsesB those friends of mine on
whom I could best confide, to watch very carefully those

who wished to pass out ; I also called to me the heads of

families, and bade every one of them to launch a ship, and
go on board it, and take a pilot with them, and follow me
to the city of Tiberias. I also myself went on board one of

those ships, with my friends, and the seven armed men I

have already mentioned, and sailed for Tiberias.

§ 33. But now, when the people of Tiberias perceived

that there were no forces come from the king, and yet

saw the whole lake full of ships, they were in fear for

their city, and were greatly terrified, suj)posing that the

ships were full of soldiers ; so they changed their minds,
and threw down their weapons, and met me with their

wives and children, and made acclamations to me with
great commendations ; for they imagined that I did not
know their former intentions, and besought me to spare

the city. But when I was come near, I gave order to

the pilots to cast anchor a good way off the land, that

the people of Tiberias might not perceive that the shijjs

had no men on board. And I went near to the people in

one of the ships, and rebuked them for their folly, and for

being so fickle as, without any just excuse, to revolt from
their fidelity to me. However, I assured them, that I

would certainly forgive them for the time to come, if they
would send ten of the ringleaders of the multitude to me

;

and when they complied readUy with this proposal, and
sent me the men before mentioned, I put them on board a
ship, and sent them away to TarichseEB, and ordered them
to be kept in prison there.

§ 34. And by this stratagem I gradually got all the

senate of Tiberias into my power, and sent them to Tari-
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clisese, with many of the principal men among the populace,
and those not fewer in number than the others. But when
the multitude saw intowhat great miseries theyhad brought
themselves, they desired me to punish the author of this

sedition. His name was Clitus, and he was a young man
bold and rash in his undertakings. Now, since I thought it

not agreeable to piety to put one of my own countrymen
to death, and yet found it necessary to punish him, I
ordered Levi, one of my own body-guards, to go to him,
and cut off one of Clitus's hands ; but as he that was
ordered to do this was afraid to go alone among so great

a multitude, I was not willing that the cowardice of the

soldier should be made manifest to the people of Tiberias.

So I called to Clitus himself, and said to him, " Since thou
deservest to lose both thine hands for thy ingratitude to

me, be thou thine own executioner, lest, if thou refusest so

to be, thou undergo a worse punishment." And, when he
earnestly begged of me to spare him one of his hands, it

was with difficulty that I granted it. And he, to prevent

the loss of both his hands, willingly took his sword, and
cut off his left hand ; and this put an end to the sedition.

§ 35. Now the men of Tiberias, after I had gone to

Tarichsese, discovered the stratagem I had used against

them, and admired how I had put an end to their foolish

sedition without shedding of blood. And now I sent for

some of the people of Tiberias out of prison (among
whom were Justus and his father Pistus) and had them
to sup with me ; and during supper time I told them, that

I knew the power of the Romans was superior to all others,

but had kept silent about it because of the robbers. So I

advised them to do as I did, and to wait for a proper

opportunity, and not to be uneasy at my being their

commander ; for that they could not expect to have
another who would act with the moderation that I had
done. I also reminded Justus how the Galilseans had cut

off his brother's hands, before I came from Jerusalem,

upon an accusation laid against him of having forged some
letters before the war, as also how the people of Gamala,
in a rising against the Babylonians after the departure of

Philip, slew Chares (who was a kinsman of Philip), and
also how they had wisely punished Jesus, his brother, the
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husband of Justus's sister. When I had said this to them
during supper-time, I in the morning ordered Justus, and
all the rest that were in prison, to be discharged.

§ 36. But before this, it happened that Philip, the son
of Jacimus, went out of the citadel of Gamala upon the

following occasion. When Philip had been informed that

Varus had been removed by king Agrippa, and that

Modius uilquus, a man that was of old his friend and
companion, had come to succeed him, he wrote to him, and
related what various fortunes he had had, and desired him
to forward the letters he had sent to the king and queen.

Now, when Modius had received these letters, he was
exceedingly glad, knowing thereby that Philip was safe,

and forwarded the letters to the king and queen, who
were then at Berytus.' But when King Agrippa knew that

the rumour about Philip was false, (for it had been given

out, that the Jews had begun a war with the Romans, and
that this Philip had been their commander) he sent some
horsemen to conduct Philip to him ; and when he was
come, he saluted him in a very friendly way, and showed
him to the Roman commanders, and told them that this

was the man of whom the report had gone about that he
had revolted from the Romans. He also bade him to

take some horsemen with him, and go to the citadel of

Gamala, and bring out thence all his household, and
restore the Babylonians ^ to Batansea again. He also

charged him to take all possible care that none of his sub-

jects should be guilty of any insurrection. And Philip,

upon these directions from the king, made haste to do
what he commanded him.

§ 37. Now, there was one Joseph, the son of a midwife,
who stirred up a great many bold young men to join with
him, and rose against the principal persons at Gamala, and
urged them to revolt from the king, and take up arms, and
gave them hopes that they should through him recover their

liberty. And some they forced into the service, and those

that would not acquiesce in their views, they slew. They
also slew Chares, and with him his kinsman Jesus, and a
brother of Justus of Tiberias, as I have already said. They

' Beirut. ^ TLe Babylonian Jews ; seep. 10.
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also wrote to me, desiring me to send them an armed
force, and workmen to raise up tlie walls of tlieir city ; nor
did I refuse either of their requests. The region of

G-aulanitis ' did also revolt from the king, as far as the
village of Solyma.^ I also built walls about Selucia ^ and
Sogana,* villages naturally of very great strength. More-
over, in like manner, I walled several villages of Upper
Galilee, though they were very rocky of themselves. Their
names were Jamnia," and Meroth,^ and Achabare.' I also

fortified, in Lower Galilee, the cities of Tarichaese, Tiberias,

Sepphoris, and the villages of the cave of Arbela," Ber-

sabe," Selamin,'" Jotapata," Caphareccho,"' Sigo," Japha,"
and Mount Tabor. '° I also laid up a great quantity of

corn in these places, and arms also, that might be for their

security afterwards.

§ 38. But the hatred that John, the son of Levi, bore to

me, grew now more violent, as he could not bear my
prosperity with patience. So he proposed to himself, by
all means possible, to make away with me, and built the

walls of Gischala, which was his native place. He ithen

sent his brother Simon, and Jonathan the son of Sisenna,

and about a hundred armed men, to Jerusalem, to Simon
the son of Gamaliel," to beg him to induce the commonalty
of Jerusalem to take from me the government over the

Galilseans, and to give their votes for conferring that

authority upon him. This Simon was of the city of Jeru-

salem, and of a very illustrious family, of the sect of the

' Now the district of Ja«Za», east of Jordan. ^ Site unknown.
' A town on Lalie Semeclionitis, Bahr el-Huleh; the site is unknown,
* Sukhnln. * Site unknown. ^ Meirdn, near Safed.

' Now 'Akbara, to the south-east oi Meiron; see B. J. ii. 20, § 6.

' Now Irbid, west of the Sea of Galilee. ' Site unknown.
'" Now Khwrbet Seldmch, ^^ Now Jefut.
'^ " Sites unknown.
'- The Japhia of Josh. xix. 12 ; now Yufa^ south of Nazareth.
" Part of the fortifications on Mount Tabor may be those still remain-

ing, and which were seen lately by Mr. Maundrel. See his Travels,

p. 112.—"W.
'^ This Gamaliel may be the very same that is mentioned by the rabbins

in the Mishna in Juohasin and in Porta Mosis, as is observed in theXatin
notes. He might be also that Gamaliel II. whose grandfather was
Gamaliel I. who is mentioned in Acts v. 34, and at whose feet St. Paul
was hrmight up. Acts xxii. 3. See Prid. at the year 449.—W.
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Pharisees, who are supposed to excel all others in the

accurate knowledge of the laws of their country. He was
a man of great wisdom and intelligence, and capable of

restoring public affairs, when they were in an ill posture,

bv his sagacity. He was also an old friend and com-

panion of John, but was at that time at variance with me.

When therefore he had received this exhortation, he urged

the high priests, Ananus, and Jesus the son of Gamala,
and some others of the same party, to cut me short, now I

was growing so great, and not to overlook my advancing

to the height of glory ; and he added, that it would be for

their advantage if I were deprived of my government

in Galilee. He desired Ananus also, and his friends, to

make no delay about the matter, lest I should get the

knowledge of what was doing too soon, and should come
and make an assault upon the city with a great army.

This was the coimsel of Simon ; but Ananus the high

priest showed that it was no easy thing to be done, because

many of the high priests and of the rulers of the people

bore witness that I had acted like an excellent general, and
added that it was the work of bad men to accuse one
against whom they had nothing to say.

§ 39. Wlien Simon heard Ananus say this, he desired

those present to conceal the thing, and not to let it come
abroad ; for he would take care to have me removed
from Galilee very quickly. So he called for John's

brother, and charged him to send presents to Ajianus and
his friends ; for he said they might probably by that means
persuade them to change their minds. And indeed Simon
did thus at last compass what he aimed at ; for Ananus,
and those withhim, beiag corrupted by bribes, agreed to expel

me from Galilee, without any others of the citizens knowing
what they were doing. Accordingly, they resolved to send

men of distinction, both as to their families and learning.

Two of these were of the jjopulace, Jonathan and Ananias,

of the sect of the Pharisees, while the third, Jozarus, was
of the stock of the priests, and a Pharisee also, and Simon,

the last of them, was the youngest of the high priests.

They were instructed, when they were come to the multi-

tude of the Galilaeans, to ask them, what was the reason of

their love to me? And if they answered, that it was be-
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cause I was born in Jerusalem, then they should reply,

that they four were all born at the same place ; and if they
should say, it was because I was well versed in their law,

they should reply, that neither were they unacquainted with
the practices of their country ; and if they should further

say, they loved me because I was a priest, they should
reply, that two of them were priests also.

§ 40. Now, when they had given Jonathan and his com-
panions these instructions, they gave them forty thousand
pieces of silver out of the public treasury. And when they

heard that there was a certain GraUlsean that then sojourned
at Jerusalem, whose name was Jesus, who had with him a

band of six hundred armed men, they sent for him, and
gave him three months' j^ay, and orders to follow Jonathan
and his companions, and to be obedient to them. They also

gave money to three hundred citizens to maintain them
all, and ordered them also to follow the ambassadors.

And when they had complied, and got ready for the

march, Jonathan and his companions went out with them,
taking along with them John's brother and a hundred
armed men. The orders given them by those that sent

them were, that if I should voluntarily lay down my arms,

they should send me alive to the city of Jerusalem, but
that, in case I opposed them, they should kill me, and
fear nothing ; for that it was their command so to do.

Thev also wrote to John to make all things ready for

fighting me, and gave orders to the inhabitants of Sep-

phoris, and G-abara, and Tiberias, to send auxiliaries to John.

§ 41. Now, as my father wrote me an account of this,

(for Jesus the son of Gamala, who was present at that

council, a friend and companion of mine, told him of it), I

was verv much troubled, discovering thereby, that mv
fellow-citizens were so ungrateful to me, as out of envy to

give orders that I should be slain ; my father earnestly

pressed me also in his letter to come to him, for he longed

to see his son before he died. I informed my friends of

these things, and said that in three days I should leave

the country, and go home. Upon hearing this, they were
all very sorry, and desired me, with tears in their eyes, not

to leave them to be destroyed, as they would be, if they
were deprived of my command over them. But as I did
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not grant their request, but provided for my own safety, the

G-alilseans, dreading that after my departure they would be
at the mercy of the robbers, sent messengers over all

Galilee to inform them of my resolution to leave them.
Whereupon, as soon as they heard of it, they got together

in great numbers, from all parts, vnth their wives and
children ; and this they did, as it appeared to me, not more
out of affection to me than fear on their own account : for,

while I stayed with them, they supposed that they should
suffer no harm. So they all came into the great plain

wherein I lived, the name of which was Asochis.'

§ 42. But wonderful was a dream I saw that very
night ; for when I had betaken myself to my bed, being
grieved and disturbed at the news that had been written

to me, it seemed to me that a certain person stood by
me, and said, " Sir, leave off to afSict thy soul, and put
away all fear ; for what now grieves thee will render thee
very great and in all respects most happy ; for thoii shalt

not only get over these difficulties, but many others, with
great success. Be not therefore cast down, but remember
that thou art to fight with the Eomans." When I had
seen this dream, I got up with an intention of going down
to the plain. But when the whole multitude of the
Galilseans (and among them the women and children) saw
me, they threw themselves down upon their faces, and,
with tears in their eyes, besought me not to leave them
exposed to their enemies, nor to go away, and permit their

country to be the sport of their foes. But as they did not
persuade me by their entreaties, they tried to force me to
take an oath that I would stay with them : they also cast
abundant reproaches upon the people of Jerusalem, because
they would not let their country enjoy peace.

§ 43. When I heard this, and saw what dejection the
people were in, I was moved vnth compassion, and thought it

right to undergo the most manifest hazards for the sake of
so great a multitude. So I let them know I would stay
with them, and when I had given orders that five thousand
of them should come to me armed, and with their own pro-
visions, I sent the rest away to their own homes. And

' Tie jlain oi el-BiUtauf, northward from Nazai-eth.
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when those five thousand were come, I took them, together
with three thousand of the soldiers that were with me be-
fore, and eighty horsemen, and marched to the village of
Chabolo, which is situated on the confines of Ptolemais.
And there I kept my forces together, feigning to get ready
to fight with Placidus, who had come with two cohorts of
foot, and one troop of horse, having been sent there by
Cestius Grallus, to burn those villages of Galilee that were
near Ptolemais.^ And upon his casting up a bank before
the city Ptolemais, I also pitched my camp at about the
distance of sixty furlongs from Chabolo.^ And now we fre-

quently brought out our forces as if for battle, but pro-
ceeded no further than skirmishes ; for, when Placidus
saw that I was earnest to come to battle, he was afraid,

and declined it. Tet did he not remove from the neigh-
bourhood of Ptolemais.

§ 44. It was about this time that Jonathan and his

fellow-envoys came, who were sent, as I have said already,

by Simon and Ananus the high priest. And Jonathan laid

a plot to catch me by treachery ; for he durst not make any
attempt upon me openly. So he wrote me the following

letter. " Jonathan and those that are with him, who are

sent by the people of Jerusalem, send greeting to Josephus.

We are sent by the principal men of Jerusalem, who have
heard that John of Gischala hath laid many snares for

thee, to rebuke him, and to exhort him to be subject to

thee for the future. We are also desirous to consult with
thee about our common concerns, as to what ought to be
done. We therefore desire thee to come to us quickly, and
to bring only a few men with thee ; for this village will not

hold a great number of soldiers." Thus they wrote, ex-

pecting one of two things, either that I should go to them
without armed men, and then they would have me in their

power; or, if I came with a great number, they would
judge me to be a public enemy. Now a horseman
brought the letter, an impudent man who had served in

the army under the king. It was the second hour of

the night when he came, and I was feasting with my
friends, and the leading Gralilseans. This man, upon my

1 'Akka.
' The Cabul of Josh. xix. 27 ; now Kdbul, nine miles east oVAkka.
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servant's telling me tliat a certain Jewish horseman was
come, was called in at my command, but did not so

much as salute me at all, but held out the letter, and said,
" This letter is sent thee by those that are come from Jeru-
salem : do thou write an answer to it quickly, for I am in

a hurry to return to them." Now my guests wondered at

the boldness of the soldier, but I asked him to sit down
and sup with us ; but as he refused to do so, I held the
letter in my hands as I received it, and conversed with my
guests about other matters. But not long after I rose, and
when I had dismissed the rest to their rejpose, I bade only
four of my intimate friends to stay, and ordered my ser-

vant to get some wine. I also opened the letter, without
anybody noticing it ; and understanding thereby presently
the intention of the writers, I sealed it up again, as

if I had not read it, but only held it in my hands, and
ordered twenty drachmae to be given the soldier for the
expenses of his journey ; and when he took the money,
and said he was obliged for it, I perceived that he loved
money, and that he was to be caught chiefly by that bait,

so I said to him, " If thou wilt but drink with us, thou
shalt have a drachma for every glass thou drinkest." And
he gladly embraced the proposal, and drank a great deal
of wine, in order to get the more money, and got so drunk,
that he could no longer keep the secrets he was intriisted

with, but blabbed out, without my putting questions to

him, that a treacherous design was contrived against me,
and that I was doomed to death by those that sent him.
When I heard this, I wrote back the following answer.
"Josephus sendeth greeting to Jonathan and those that
are with him. I rejoice to hear that you are come into
G-alilee in good health, especially as I can now resign the
care of jjublic affairs here into your hands, and return into
my native country ; which is what I have desired to do a
long time. And I confess I ought, not only to come to
you as far as Xaloth,' but further, and that without your
commands. But I desire you to excuse me, because I can-
not do so now, since I am watching the motions of Placidus,
who desires to go up into Galilee, here at Chabolo. Do

' The Chesulloth of Josh. xix. 18, and Chisloth-Tabor of Josh. xix.
12 ; now the village Iksdl.
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you, therefore, on the receipt of this letter, come hither to
me. Fare you well."

§ 45. When I had written this, and given the letter to
the soldier to carry, I sent along with him thirty of the
G-alilaeans of the best repute, and gave them instructions
to salute the envoys, but to say nothing to them. I also
attached as many armed men, whom I esteemed most
faithful to me, to go along with the others, to watch, lest

any conversation might pass between those whom I sent,

and those that were with Jonathan. So these men set out.
But, as Jonathan and his partners had failed in this their
first attempt, they sent me another letter, as follows.
" Jonathan and those with him send greeting to Josephus.
We require thee to come to us to the village Gabaroth,' on
the thu-d day, without any armed men, that we may hear
what thou hast to lay to the charge of John [of Grischala."]

When they had written this letter, and saluted the Gali-
laeans whom I sent, they went to Japha, which was the
largest village of all Galilee, and encompassed with very
strong walls, and had a great number of inhabitants in it.

There the multitude of men, with their wives and children,

met them, and exclaimed loudly against them, and bade
them be gone, and not grudge them an excellent com-
mander. With these clamours Jonathan and his partners
were greatly provoked, although they durst not show their

anger openly ; so they deigned to make no answer, but
went to other villages. But similar clamours met them
from all the people, who said, " Nobody should persuade
them to have any other commander than Josephus." So
Jonathan and his partners went away from them without
success, and came to Sepphoris, the greatest city of all

Galilee. Now the men of that city, who inchned to the

Romans in their sentiments, met them indeed, but neither

praised nor reproached me : and when they were gone
down from Sepphoris to Asochis,^ the people of that place

made a clamour against them, just as those of Japha had
done. Whereupon they were able to contain themselves
no longer, but ordered the armed men that were with them
to beat those that made the clamour with their clubs.

^ The same as Gabara, Life, 25 and 46.
^ Probably Kefr Menda, above the plain of Buttauf.
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And when they came to Gabara, John met them with three
thousand armed men. And as I understood by their letter

that they had resolved to fight against me, I departed from
Chabolo, with three thousand armed men also, but left in

my camp one of my most faithful friends, and went to

Jotapata, being desirous to be near them, the distance
being no more than forty furlongs. And I wrote thus to
them. " If you are very desirous that I should come to
you, you know there are two hundred and four cities and
villages in Gralilee : I will come to any of them which you
please, excepting Gabara and Gischala; one of which is

John's native city, and the other in confederacy and friend-
ship with him."

§ 46. When Jonathan and his partners had received this
letter, they wrote to m.e no more answers, but called a
council of their friends together, and taking John into their

consultation, deliberated how they might attack me. John's
opinion was, that they should write to all the cities and
villages that were in Galilee ; for that there must be cer-

tainly one or two persons in every one of them that were
at variance with me, and that these should be invited to
come and oppose me as an enemy. He would also have
them send this resolution of theirs to the city of Jerusalem,
that its citizens, upon the knowledge of my being adjudged
to be an enemy by the Galilseans, might themselves also
vote the same. He said also, that when this was done,
even those Galilseans who were well affected to me, would
desert me out of fear. When John had given them this

counsel, what he said was very agreeable to the rest. I
was made acquainted with this about the third hour of
the night by one Sacchaeus, who had belonged to them,
but now deserted them and came over to me, and told
me what they were about. So I perceived that no time
was to be lost, but gave command to James, an armed
man of my guard, whom I esteemed faithful to me, to take
two hundred armed men, and to guard the passages that
led from Gabara to Gahlee, and to seize upon all passers
by, and send them to me, especially such as were taken
with letters about them. I also sent Jeremiah himself,
one of my friends, with six hundred armed men, to the
borders of Galilee, in order to watch the roads that led
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from that country to the city of Jerusalem, and gave him
charge to arrest such as travelled with letters about them,
and to keep the men in bonds upon the spot, but to send
me the letters.

§ 47. When I had laid these commands upon those I

sent out, I gave the G-alilseans orders and bid them to take

their arms, and bring three days' provision with them, and
be with me the next day at Gabaroth. I also divided the

armed men about me into four parts, and set those of them
that were most faithful to me to be my body-guard. I also

put over them centurions, and commanded them to take

care that not a soldier whom they did not know should

mix himself among them. Now, about the fifth hour on
the day following, when I was at Grabaroth, I found the

entire plain that was before the village fuU of armed men,
who according to my orders were come out of G-ahlee to

assist me : a large multitude also from the villages accom-

panied them. And as soon as I had taken my place, and
began to speak to them, they all made acclamation, and
called me the benefactor and saviour of their country.

And when I had made them my acknowledgments, and
thanked them, I also advised them to fight with nobody,

and not to spoil the country, but to pitch their tents in the

plain, and be content with their provisions ; for I told them
I had a mind to settle these troubles without shedding any

blood. Now it came to pass, on the very same day, that

those who were sent by John with letters fell into the

hands of the guards whom I appointed to watch the roads,

so the men were themselves kept upon the spot, as my
orders were, but I got the letters, which were full of

reproaches and lies; and I intended to march against

those men, without saying a word of my intention to

anybody.

§ 48. Now, as soon as Jonathan and his companions

heard of my coming, they took all their own friends, and
John with them, and retired to the house of Jesus, which

indeed was a large tower, and no way unlike a citadel.

And they privately secreted a band of armed men there,

and shut all the doors but one, which they kept open, and
•expected that I should come to them off my journey to

salute them. And indeed they had given orders to the
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armed men, that when I came they should let nobody be-

sides me come in, but should exclude all the others ; sup-
posing that by this means they should easily get me into

their power : but they were deceived in their expectation.

For I perceived what snares they had laid for me, and, as

soon as I was come off my journey, I took up my lodgings
over against them, and pretended to be asleep. Then
Jonathan and his party, thinking I was really asleep) and
at rest, made haste to go down into the plain, to persuade
the jseople that I was a sorry general. But matters proved
other than they expected ; for upon their appearance there
was a cry made by the Gralilseans immediately, declaring
their good opinion of me as their general ; and they made
a clamour against Jonathan and his party for coming to
them, when they had suffered no harm, to upset their

affairs ; and advised them to go back again, for they would
never be persuaded to have any other to rule over them
but myself. When this was rej)orted to me, I did not fear
to go down into the midst of them ; I went, therefore,

myself down at once to hear what Jonathan and his com-
panions said. As soon as I appeared, there was imme-
diately acclamation made to me by the whole multitude,
and a cry in my commendation from them, who confessed
their thanks were owing to me for my leadership of
them.

§ 49. When Jonathan and his companions heard this,

they were afraid for their own lives, lest they should be
attacked bytheG-alilseans on my account ; so they thought
of flight. But as they were not able to get off (for I told
them to stay) they looked with concern at my words to
them. I ordered, therefore, the multitude to restram their
acclamations, and posted the most faithful of my armed
men at the avenues, to be on the guard lest John should
unexpectedly fall upon us ; and I advised the Galilseans
to take their weapons, lest they should be disturbed at their
enemies, if any sudden assault should be made upon them.
Then, in the first place, I jrat Jonathan and his party in
mind of their letter, how they had written to me, and de-
clared they were sent by the commonalty of the people of
Jerusalem, to make up the differences I had with John, and
how they had desired me to go to them. And as I spoke
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thus, I publicly showed the letter they had -written, till

they could not at all deny what they had done, the letter

itself convicting them. I then said, " Jonathan ! and
you that are his colleagues, if I were to be judged as to

my behaviour, compared with that of John's, and had
brought no more than two or three witnesses, good men
and true, it is plain you would have been forced, after

the examination of their characters, to acquit me of the
charges brought against me. That therefore you may
know that I have acted well in the affairs of Galilee, I
think three witnesses too few to be brought by a man
that hath done as he ought to do ; so I give you all these

for witnesses. Inquire of them how I have lived, and
whether I have not behaved myself with aU. decorum and
integrity among them. And I further conjure you, O
Galilseans ! to hide no part of the truth, but to speak
before these men as before judges, if I have in anything
acted otherwise than well."

§ 50. While I was thus speaking, the voices of all the

people united in calling me their benefactor and saviour.

And they attested to my former behaviour, and exhorted

me to continue so to act. And they all swore that their

wives had been preserved from outrages, and that no one

had ever been harmed by me. After this I read to the

Galilseans two of the letters which had been sent me by
Jonathan and his colleagues, and which those whom I had
appointed to guard the roads had taken and sent on to me.

They were full of reproaches and lies, as if I had acted

more like a tyrant than a general to them, and many other

things besides were therein contained, which were no better

indeed than impudent falsehoods. I also informed the

multitude that I got those letters, because those who carried

them delivered them up voluntarily ; for I was not willing

that my enemies should know anything of the guards I had
j)Osted, lest they should be afraid, and leave off writing

any more.

§ 51. When the multitude heard these things, they were
greatly provoked at Jonathan and his colleagues that were
with him, and were going to attack them, and kill them,
and would certainly have done so, had I not restrained the

anger of the Galilseans, and said, that I forgave Jonathan
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and his colleagues what was past, if they would repent, and
go to their own country, and tell those who sent them the

truth as to my conduct. When I had said this, I dismissed

them, although I knew they would do nothing of what they

promised. But the multitude were very much enraged
against them, and entreated me to give them leave to punish
them for their insolence

;
yet did I try all methods to in-

duce them to spare the men ; for I knew that every case of

sedition was pernicious to the public welfare. But the

multitude were too angry with them to be dissuaded, and
all of them went immediately to the house in which Jona-

than and his colleagues abode. But when I perceived that

their rage could not be restrained, I got on horseback, and
ordered the multitude to follow me to the village Sogane,

which was twenty furlongs from G-abara. By using this

stratagem, I so managed as not to appear to begiu a civil

war amongst them.

§ 52. But when I was come near to Sogane, I caused the

multitude to make a halt, and exhorted them not to be so

easily provoked to anger, and to the inflicting such punish-
ments as could not be afterwards remedied ; I also gave
order, that a hundred men, who were already in years, and
were principal men among them, should get themselves
ready to go to the city of Jerusalem, to make a complaint
before the people of such as raised seditions in the country.

And I said to them, " in case they be moved with what you
say, you shall desire the community to write to me, and to

enjoin me to remain in Galilee, and to order Jonathan and
his colleagues to depart out of it." When I had suggested
this to them, and while they were getting themselves ready
as fast as they could, I sent them forth the third day after

the assembly ; I also sent five hundred armed men with
them. I then wrote to my friends in Samaria,' to see to

their safely passing through that country ; for Samaria was
already under the Romans, and it was absolutely necessary
for those that wanted to go quickly to Jerusalem, to pass
through that country ; for by that road one may, in three

days' time, go from Galilee to Jerusalem. I also myself

' Samaria lay between Galilee and Judsea; its limits are defined in

Jewish War, iii. 3, § 4.
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conducted the envoys as far as the bounds of Galilee, and
posted guards on the road, that it might not be easily known
by any one that these men were gone. And when I had
done this, I went and abode at Japha.

§ 53. Now Jonathan and his colleagues, having failed in

accomplishing what they would have done against me, sent

John back to Grischala, and went themselves to the city of

Tiberias, expecting it would submit to them. Their idea

was founded on a letter which Jesus, its then governor, had
written them, promising, that if they came, the multitude

would receive them, and choose to be under their govern-

ment. So they went their ways with this expectation. But
Silas, who, as I said, had been left by me to look after

Tiberias, informed me of this, and desired me to make
haste thither. And I complied with his advice quickly, and
went there, but fotmd myself in danger of my life, for the

following reason. Jonathan and his colleagues had been at

Tiberias, and had persuaded a great many who were at

variance with me to revolt from nie ; but when they heard

of my coming, they were in fear for themselves, and came
to me, and when they had saluted me, they said, that I was
a happy man in having behaved myself so well in the

government of Galilee ; and they congratulated me upon
the honours that were paid me ; for they said that my glory

was a credit to them, since they had been my teachers and
fellow-citizens. They added further, that it was but just

that they should prefer my friendship to them rather than

John's, and that they would have immediately gone home,

but that they stayed that they might dehver up John into

my power ; and when they said this, they swore to it with

oaths such as are most tremendous amongst us, and such as

I did not think fit to disbelieve. However, they desired

me to lodge somewhere else : because the next day was the

sabbath, and it was not fit that the city of Tiberias should

be disturbed by them on that day.

§ 54. As I suspected nothing, I went away to Tarichsese
;

yet did I leave some in the city to make inquiry whether

anything was said about me. I also posted many persons

all along the way that led from Tarichsese to Tiberias, that

they might communicate to me by relays whatever they

learned from those that were left in the city. Now the next
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day they all assembled in the place of prayer,' a large edifice,

and capable of receiving a great number of jjeople ; Jona-
than went in too, and though he durst not openly speak of

revolt, yet did he say that their city stood in "need of a
better governor than it then had. But Jesus, who was the
ruler, made no scruple to speak out, and said openly, " O
fellow-citizens ! it is better for you to be in subjection to

four than to one ; and those such as are of high birth, and
not without reputation for their wisdom," and pointed to

Jonathan and his colleagues. Upon his saying this, Justus
came forward, and commended him for what he had said,

and induced some of the people to be of his mind also.

But the multitude were not pleased with what was said,

and would certainly have gone in for a tumult, had not the
sixth hour, which was now come, dissolved the assembly, as
at that hour our laws require us to go to dinner on Sabbath
days. So Jonathan and his party put off their council till

the next day, and went off without effecting their ends.

When I was informed of these things, I at once determined
to go to the city of Tiberias in the morning. Accordingly,
on the next day, about the first hour of the day, I went to

Tiberias from Tarichsese, and found the multitude ready
assembled in the place of prayer ; but why they were
assembled together those that were present did not know.
But, when Jonathan and his colleagues unexpectedly saw
me there, they were ui great disorder, but they spread a
report of their own invention that Roman horsemen were
seen at a place called Homonsea,'' on the borders, thirty fur-

longs from the city. Upon this report Jonathan and his

colleagues advised and exhorted me not to suffer the land
to be spoiled by the enemy. And this they said with a
design to remove me out of the city, under pretence of the
pressing need of assistance, while they might make the city

hostile to me.

§ 55. As for myself, although I knew of their design,
yet did I comply with what they proposed, lest the peoi^le
of Tiberias should have occasion to sujjpose that I was not

' It is worth noting here, that there was now a great proseucha, or
place of prayer, in the city Tiberias itself, though such prosciichiu used
to be out of cities, as the synagogues were within them.—W.

- Site unknown.
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anxious about their security. I therefore went out, but
when I was at the place, I found not the least footstep of

an enemy, so I returned as fast as ever I could, and found
the whole council and the mass of the people assembled,
and Jonathan and his colleagues bringing vehement accu-

sations against me, as one that cared not to ease them of

the burdens of war, and as one that lived luxuriously.

And as they talked thus, they produced four letters as if

written to them from some people that lived on the borders

of Galilee, imploring them to come to their assistance (for

there was an army of Romans, both horse and foot, who
would come and lay waste their country on the third day),

and desiring them to make haste, and not to neglect them.
When the people of Tiberias heard this, they thought they
spoke truth, and raised a clamour against me, and said, I
ought not to sit still, but to go away to the assistance of

their fellow-countrymen. Hereupon I said (for I under-
stood the meaning of Jonathan and his colleagues) that I

was ready to comply with what they proposed, and pro-

mised without delay to march to the war, but advised them,
at the same time, since those letters declared that the

Romans would make their assault in four different places,

that they should divide their forces into five bodies, and
make Jonathan and his colleagues commanders of each

body, for it was fit for brave men not only to give counsel,

but to take their place as leaders, and assist their country-

men when necessity pressed upon them ; for I said it was
not possible for me to lead more than one body. This
advice of mine greatly pleased the multitude ; so they

comjpelled them to go forth to the war. But their plans

were thus put into very much disorder, because they had
not effected what they had designed to do, as my stratagem

foiled their undertakings.

§ 56. Now there was one of them whose name was
Ananias, who was a wicked and very mischievous man.
He proposed that a general religious fast should be ap-

pointed the next day for all the people, and gave order
that they should come at the same hour to the same place

without any weapons, to make it manifest before God, that
unless they obtained his assistance, they thought every
weapon useless. This he said, not out of piety, but to
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catch me and my friends unarmed. And I was forced to

comply, lest I should appear to despise a proposal that

tended to piety. As soon, therefore, as we were gone
home, Jonathan and his colleagues wrote to John, to come
to them in the morning, bidding him to come with as

many soldiers as he possibly could, for he would then be
a,ble easily to get me into his hands, and to do all that he
desired to do. When John received this letter, he resolved

to comply with it. As for myself, on the next day, I

ordered two of my body-guards whom I esteemed the most
courageous and most faithful, to hide daggers under their

garments, and to go along with me, that we might defend
ourselves, if any attack should be made upon us by our
enemies. I also myself took my breastplate, and girt on
my sword, so that it might be, as far as was possible, con-

cealed, and went to the place of prayer.

§ 57. Now Jesus, who was the ruler, commanded that

they should exclude all that came with me, for he kept the
door himself, and suffered me to enter with only my friends.

And while we were engaged in the services of the day, and
had betaken ourselves to our prayers, Jesus got up, and
inquired of me what was become of the vessels that were
taken out of the king's palace, when it was burnt dovm.
and of the uncoined silver, and in whose possession they
now were ? This he said, in order to spin out the time till

John should come. I said that Capellus, and the ten prin-

cipal men of Tiberias, had them all ; and I told him, that he
might ask them whether I told a lie or not. And when they
said they had them, he asked me further, " What is become
of those twenty pieces of gold which thou didst receive

upon the sale of a certain weight of uncoined money ? " I
replied, that I had given them to their ambassadors, as

journey-money, when they were sent by them to Jerusalem.
To this Jonathan and his colleagues said, that I had not
done well to pay the ambassadors out of the public money.
And when the multitude were very angry at them for

this, for they j)erceived the wickedness of the men, I fore-

saw that a tumult was going to arise, and being desirous

not to provoke the people to greater rage against the
men, I said, " Well, if I have not done well in paying
our ambassadors out of the public stock, leave off your
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anger at me, for I will repay the twenty pieces of gold
myself."

§ 58. Wlien I had said this, Jonathan and his colleagues,

held their peace ; but the people were still more irritated

against them, upon their openly showing their unjust ill-

will to me. When Jesus saw this change on the part of
the people, he ordered them to depart, hut desired the
senate to stay, for he said they could not examine things

of such a nature in a tumult; and, as the people were'

crying out that they would not leave me alone with them,
there came one and told Jesus and his friend privately,

that John and his armed men were at hand. Whereupon
Jonathan and his colleagues, being able to contain them-
selves no longer (and perhaps the providence of Grod hereby
procured my deliverance, for, had it not happened so, I
should certainly have been destroyed by John), said, "O
you people of Tiberias ! leave off this inquiry about th©
twenty pieces of gold, for Josephus hath not deserved to-

die for them; but he hath deserved it by his desire of

tyrannizing, and by cheatiug the multitudes of the G-ali-

Iseans with his speeches, in order to obtain the rule over
them." When he had said this, they at once laid hands
on me, and endeavoured to kill me : but, as soon as those

that were with me saw what they did, they drew their

swords, and threatened to smite them, if they ofEered any
violence to me. The people also took up stones, and were
about to throw them at Jonathan ; thus they snatched me
from the violence of my enemies.

§ 59. But when I advanced a little way, I was just upon
meeting John, who was marching with his armed men,
and being afraid of him I turned aside, and escaped by a

narrow passage to the lake, and seized on a ship, and em-
barked in it, and sailed over to Tarichaese. So I escaped

this danger beyond my expectation. Whereupon I at once
sent for the chief of the Galilseans, and told them how,
against all faith given, I had been very nearly slain by
Jonathan and his colleagues, and the people of Tiberias.

Upon which the multitude of the Gralilaeans were very
angry, and exhorted me to delay no longer to make war-

against them, but to permit them to go against John, and
utterly to destroy him, as well as Jonathan and his col-
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leagues. However I restrained them, though, they were in

such a rage, and desired them to stay till we should learn

what news those ambassadors, that were sent by them to

the city of Jerusalem, would bring back ; for I told them
it was best for them to act according to their determina-

tion. And my words prevailed on them. At this time,

also, John, as the snares he had laid did not take effect,

returned back to Gischala.

§ 60. Now, in a few days, those ambassadors whom we
had sent, came back again, and informed us that the people

were greatly provoked at Ananus, and Simon the son of

Gamaliel, and their friends, because without any determi-

nation of the public they had sent to Galilee, and had tried

to get me removed. The ambassadors said further, that

the people were ready to bum their houses. They also

brought letters, whereby the chief men of Jerusalem, at

the earnest petition of the people, confirmed me in the

government of Galilee, and enjoined Jonathan and his

colleagues to return home quickly. When I had got these

letters, I went to the village Arbela,"^ where I got an
assembly of the Galilaeans to meet, and bade the ambas-
sadors relate to them the anger of the people of Jerusalem
at what had been done by Jonathan and his colleagues,

and how much they hated their wicked doings, and how
they had confirmed me in the government of their country,

as also what related to the order they had in writing for

Jonathan and his colleagues to return home ; to whom I
immediately sent the letter, and bade him that carried it to

inquire carefully what they intended to do.

§ 61. Now, when they had received that letter, and were
thereby greatly disturbed, they sent for John, and for the
senators of Tiberias, and for the principal men of Gabara,
and proposed to hold a council, and desired them to con-

sider what was to be done by them. The men of Tiberias

were greatly disposed to keep the government to them-
selves, for they said it was not >right to desert their city,

now it was committed to their trust, especially as I should
not delay to fall upon them; for they pretended falsely that
I had threatened to do so. Now John was not only of the

' Now Irbid, west of the Sea of Galilee.
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same opinion, but advised them, that two of them should

go to accuse me before the m.ultitude at Jerusalem for not

mLanaging the affairs of Galilee well, and he said they

would easily persuade the people, because of their dignity,

and because every multitude is very fickle. As, therefore,

it appeared to them that John had given the wisest ad-

vice, they resolved that two of their number, Jonathan
and Ananias, should go to the people of Jerusalem, and the

other two should be left behind to tarry at Tiberias. They
also took along with them a hundred soldiers as their

guard.

§ 62. However, the men of Tiberias took care to have

their city secured with walls, and commanded the inhabi-

tants to take up arms. They also sent for a great

many soldiers from John, who was at Grischala, to assist

them against me if there should be necessity. Jonathan,

therefore, and those that were with him, when they had
departed from Tiberias, as soon as they were come to

Dabaritta,^ a village that lay on the borders of G-alilee in

the great plain, fell in about midnight with my guards,

who not only commanded them to lay down their

weapons, but kept them in bonds on the spot, as I had
charged them to do. This news was written to me by
Levi, who had the command of the guard committed to

him by me. I allowed two days to elapse, and, pretending

to know nothing about this, I then sent a message to the

people of Tiberias, and advised them to lay down their

arms, and to dismiss their men, that they might go home.

But they, supf)osing that Jonathan, and those that were

with him, were already arrived at Jerusalem, returned re-

j)roachful answers to me
;
yet was I not dismayed thereby,

but contrived another stratagem against them, for I did

not think it agreeable to piety to kindle the fire of war

against the citizens. As I was desirous to draw those men
away from Tiberias, I chose out ten thousand of the best

of my armed men, and divided them into three bodies, and
ordered them to go privately, and lie still in ambush in the

villages. I also led a thousand into another village, among
the mountains as were the others, but only four furlongs

' Now Deburieh, see p. 20.
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from Tiberias, and gave order, that when they got my
signal, they should come down immediately. And I my-
self went out of the village and encamped with my soldiers

in the open. Hereupon the people of Tiberias, at the sight

of me, came running out of the city perpetually, and abused
me greatly. Nay, their madness was come to that height,

that they made a decent bier for me : and, standing round
it, they mourned over me in jest and sport, and I could

not but be myself in a merry humour at the sight of this

madness of theirs.

§ 63. And now being desirous to catch Simon by stra-

tagem, and Joazar with him, I sent a message to them, and
asked them to come a little way out of the city, with many
of their friends to guard them ; for I said I would come
down to them, and make a league with them, and divide

the government of Galilee with them. And Simon was
deluded on'account of his imprudence, and from the hope
of gain, and did not delay to come ; but Joazar, suspecting

snares were laid for him, stayed behind. So, when Simon
was come up, and his friends with him. as a guard, I met
him, and saluted him with great civility, and confessed

that I was obliged to him for his coming up to me. But
a little while afterwards I walked along with him, as

though I would say something to him by myself ; and,
when I had drawn him a good way from his friends, I took
him about the middle, and gave him to my friends that
were with me, to take into the village ; and, commanding
my armed men to come down, I, with them, made an as-

sault upon Tiberias. Now, as the fight grew hot on both
sides, and the soldiers belonging to Tiberias were in a fair

way to beat me (for my armed men had already fled away),
I saw the posture of affairs, and, encouraging those that
were with me, I pursued those of Tiberias, even when they
were already conquerors, into the city. I also sent another
band of soldiers into the city by the lake, and gave them
orders to set on fire the first house they could seize upon.
When this was done, the people of Tiberias thought that
their city was taken by storm, and so threw down their

arms in fear, and implored, they and their wives and chil-

dren, that I would spare their city. So I was moved by
their entreaties, and restrained the soldiers froiu their im-
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petuosity, and myself, upon the coming on of evening,

returned back witii my soldiers from the siege, and went to

refresh myself. I also invited Simon to sup with me, and
comforted him about what had happened and promised
him that I would send him safe to Jerusalem, and would
also give him provisions for his journey thither.

§ 64. But, on the next day, I took ten thousand men
with me, and went to Tiberias. I then sent for the prin-

cipal men of the multitude to the i^ublic place, and enjoined

them to tell me who were the authors of the revolt ; and
when they had poiated out who the men were, I sent them
bound to the city of Jotapata. But, as to Jonathan and
Ananias, I freed them from their bonds, and gave them
provisions for their journey, and sent them with Simon and
Joazar, and five hundred armed men who should guard

them, to Jerusalem. The people of Tiberias also came to

me again, and begged that I would forgive them for what
they had done, and said they would amend what they had
done amiss by their fidelity to me for the time to come

;

and they besought me to preserve what spoils remained

from the plunder of the city for those that had lost them.

Accordingly, I enjoined those that had got them, to bring

them all before us ; and as they did not comply for a

great while, and I saw one of the soldiers that were about

me with a garment on that was more splendid than ordi-

nary, I asked him where he had got it from, and he replied

that he had got it from the plunder of the city ; so I had

him punished with stripes, and I threatened to inflict a

severer punishment upon all the rest xmless they produced

whatever they had plundered ; and as a great many things

were brought together, I restored to every one of the people

of Tiberias what they recognized as their own.

§ 65. And now I am come to this part of my narrative,

I have a mind to say a few things to Justus, who has him-

self written a history concerning these affairs, as also to all

others who profess to write history, but have little regard

to truth, and are not afraid, either out of hatred or good-

will to some persons, to relate falsehoods. These men act

like those who draw up forged deeds and conveyances ; and

because they are not brought to the same punishment as

them, pay no regard to truth. When, therefore, Justus
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undertook to write the history of these things and of the

Jewish war, that he might appear to be an industrious man,
he lied in what he related about me, and did not speak
truth even about his own country ; whence it is, that being
belied by him, I am under a necessity to make my defence,

and so I shall say what I have concealed tiU now. And
let no one wonder that I have not told the world these

things long ago. For although it be necessary for an his-

torian to write the truth, yet is such a one not bound
severely to animadvert on the wickedness of certain men,
not out of any favour to them, but from his own modera-
tion. How, then, comes it to pass (that I may address

myself to him as if he were here present), O Justus ! thou
most clever of writers, for so thou boastest of thyself, that

I and the Galilseans were the authors of that sedition

which thy country engaged in, both against the Eomans
and against the king ? For, before I was ever appointed
governor of Galilee by the community of Jerusalem, both
thou and all the people of Tiberias had not only taken up
arms, but had made war against Decapolis ' in Syria. At
any rate thou hadst burnt their villages, and a domestic
servant of thine fell in the battle. Nor is it I only who say
this, but it is also written so in the Commentaries of Ves-
pasian the emperor, as also how the inhabitants of Deca-
polis clamoured against Vespasian at Ptolemais, and de-

manded that thou who wast the author [of that war,]

shouldest be brought to punishment. And thou wouldst
certainly have been punished at the command of Vespasian,

had not king Agrippa, who had power given him to have
thee put to death, changed the punishment, at the earnest

entreaty of his sister Berenice, from death to a long im-
prisonment. Thy administration of affairs afterwards doth
also clearly discover, both thy other behaviour, and that

thou wast the occasion of thy country's revolt from the

' See Matt. iv. 25; Mark v. 20, vii. 31. Decapolis, or the '-ten
towns," is a political rather than a geographical expression ; it was u
confederacy, or " bund " of ten autonomous cities leagued together for
mutual defence, and placed under the direct jurisdiction of the governor
of Syria. The towns were Scythopolis, Hippos, Fella, Gadara, Phila-
delphia, Dion, Canatha, Raphana, Capitolias, and Abila. Pliny also

calls Damascus a city of Decapolis.
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Eotnans
;
plain proofs of which I shall produce presently.

I have also a mind to say a few things to the rest of the
people of Tiberias on thy account, and to demonstrate to
those that light upon this history, that thou barest no good-
will, either to the Romans, or to the king. To be sure, the
greatest cities of GaUlee, O Justus ! were Sepphoris, and
thy own native place Tiberias. But Sepphoris, situated in

the very midst of Galilee, and having many villages about
it, and able, with ease, to have been troublesome to the
Romans, if it had so pleased, did yet resolve to continue
faithful to its masters, and excluded me out of the city, and
prohibited any of its citizens from joining with the Jews
in the war. And that they might be out of danger from
me, they by a wile got leave of me to fortify their city with
walls ; they also, of their own accord, admitted a garrison

of Roman legions, sent them by Cestius Grallus, who was
then commander of the Roman legions in Syria, and so

held me in contempt, though I was then very powerful,

and all were greatly afraid of me ; and at the time that

the greatest of our cities, Jerusalem, was besieged, and that

temple of ours, which belonged to us all, was in danger of

falling into the enemy's hands, they sent no assistance, not
wishing to have it thought they would take up arms against

the Romans. But as for thy country, Justus ! situated

upon the lake of Gennesareth, and distant from Hippos '

thirty furlongs, from Gadara ' sixty, and from Scythopolis,^

which was under the king's jurisdiction, a hundred and
twenty, as there was no Jewish city near, it might easily

have preserved its fidelity to the Romans, i£ it had so

pleased ; for the city and its people had plenty of weapons.

But I was then, so thou sayest, the author of its revolt.

And pray, O Justus ! who was the author afterwards ?

For thou knowest that I was in the power of the Romans
before Jerusalem was besieged, and that Jotapata was
taken by storm, as well as many other fortresses, and that

a great many of the GaUlseans fell in the war. It was
therefore then a proper time, when you were certainly freed

from any fear on my account, to throw down your weapons,
and to prove to the king and to the Romans, that it was

' Sufiyeh. ' Umm Keis. ' Beisdn.
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not out of choice, but from necessity, that you rushed into

war against them ; but you stayed till Vespasian himself

came up to your walls with his whole army, and then yoii

did indeed lay down your weapons out of fear, and your
city would certainly have been taken by storm, had not

Vespasian complied with the king's supplication for you,

and condoned your folly. It was not I, therefore, who was
the author of this, but your own inclinations to war. Do
not you remember how often I got you in my power, and
yet put none of you to death? Nay, you once rose one
against another, and slew one hundred and eighty-five of

your citizens, not on account of your good-will to the king
and to the Romans, but on account of your own wicked-

ness, at the time when I was besieged by the Eomans in

Jotapata. Nay, indeed, were there not reckoned up two
thousand of the people of Tiberias at the siege of Jeru-

salem, some of whom were slain and the rest taken and
carried away captive ? But thou wilt pretend that thou
didst not engage in the war, since thou didst flee to the
king at that time. Tes, indeed, thou didst flee to him

;

but I say it was out of fear of me. Thou sayest, indeed,

that it is I who am a wicked man. But then, why was it

that king Agrippa, who procured thee thy life when thou
wast condemned to die by Vespasian, and who bestowed so

much riches upon thee, did twice afterwards put thee into

bonds, and as often ordered thee to be an exile from thy
country, and, when he had once ordered thee to be put to

death, granted thee, a pardon at the earnest request of

his sister Berenice ? and when (after so many of thy wicked
pranks) he had made thee his secretary, he caught thee
manipulating his letters, and drove thee away from his

sight. But I shall not inquire accurately into these
matters of scandal against thee. Yet cannot I but marvel
at thy impudence, in having the assurance to say, that
thou hast better related the history of these affairs than
have all the others that have written about them, since
thou didst not know what was done in Galilee (for thou
wast then at Berytus with the king), nor didst thou know
how much the Eomans suffered at the siege of Jotapata, or
what miseries they inflicted upon us ; nor couldst thou
learn by inquiry what I did during that siege myself ; for
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all those tliat might have afEorded thee such mformation
were slain in that conflict. But perhaps thou wilt say, thou
hast written of what was done against the people of Jeru-
salem accurately. But how should that be ? for neither

wast thou engaged in that war, nor hast thou read the
Commentaries of Caesar ; of which we have evident proof,

because thou hast contradicted those Commentaries of

Caesar in thy history. And if thou art so confident as

to affirm that thou hast written that history better than all

the rest, why didst thou not publish thy history while the
emperors Vespasian and Titus, the generals in that war, as

well as king Agrippa and his family, who were men verj'

well skilled in the learning of the Greeks, were all alive ?

Por thou hadst written it twenty years before, and thou
mightest then have had testimony to thy accuracy from
people who knew the facts. But now, when these men are

no longer with us, and thou thinkest thou canst not be

confuted, thou venturest to publish it. But I was not afraid

in like manner of mine own writing, but I offered my
books to the emperors themselves when the facts were
almost still under men's eyes, for I was conscious to myself

that I had stated the facts truly, and as I expected to have
their attestation to them, so I was not deceived in such

expectation. Moreover, I immediately presented my his-

tory to many other persons, some of whom were engaged
in the war, as king Agrippa and some of his kindred. The
emperor Titus indeed was so desirous that the knowledge
of these affairs should be taken from my history alone,

that he subscribed his own hand to it, and ordered that it

should be published ; while king Agrippa wrote me sixty-

two letters, and attested to the truth of m.y narration ; two
of which letters I have here subjoined, that thou mayest
thereby know their contests, if thou wishest. " King
Agrippa sendeth greeting to Josephus, his dearest friend.

I have read through thy book with very great pleasure, and
it appears to me, that thou hast written it much more
accurately, and with greater care, than have the other

writers on the same subject. Send me the rest of these

books. Farewell, my dearest friend."—" King Agrippa
sendeth greeting to Josephus, his dearest friend. It seems
bv what thou hast written, that thou standest in need of
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no instruction, in order to all our information from the
beginning. However, when thou comest to me, I will

inform thee of a great many things which thou dost not
know." When this history was finished, Agrippa wrote
this, neither by way of flattery, which was not in his line,

nor by way of irony, as thou wilt say (for he was entirely

a stranger to such malignity of miud), but by way of

attestation to what was true, as all that read histories may
do. And so much shall be said concerning Justus,' as I
am obliged to add this digression.

§ 66. Now, when I had settled the afEairs of Tiberias, and
had assembled a council of my friends, I consulted what I
should do to John. Whereupon it appeared to be the

opinion of all the Gallilseans, that I should arm them all,

and march against John, and punish him as the author of

all the disorders that had happened. But I was not pleased

with their views, as I desired to compose these troubles

without bloodshed. So I exhorted them to use the utmost
care to learn the names of aU that were under John ; which.

' The character of this history of Justus of Tiberias, the rival of our
Josephus, which is now lost, with its only remaining fragment, are

given us by a very able critic, Photius, who read that history. It is in

the 33d code of his Bibliotheca, and runs thus :
—" I have read (says

Photius) the Chronology of Justus of Tiberias, whose title is this, [The
Chronology of] the kings of Jtidnh which succeeded one another. This
[Justus] came out of the city Tiberias in Galilee. He begins his history

from Moses, and ends it not till the death of Agrippa the seventh [ruler]

of the family of Herod, and the last king of the Jews ; who took the
government under Claudius, had it augmented under Nero, and still

more augmented by Vespasian. He died in the third year of Trajan,
where also his history ends. He is very concise in his language, and
slightly passes over those affairs that were most necessary to be insisted

on ; and being under the Jewish prejudices, as indeed he was himself
also a Jew by birth, he makes not the least mention of the appearance
of Christ, or of what things happened to him, or of the wonderful works
that he did. He was the son of a certain Jew, whose name was Pistus,

He was a. man, as he is described by Josephus, of a most profligate

character ; a slave both to money and to pleasures. In public affairs he
was opposite to Josephus; and it is related, that he laid many plots
against him, but that Josephus, though he had this his enemy frequently
under his power, did only reproach him in words, and so let him go
without farther punishment. He says also, that the history which this

man wrote is, for the main, fabulous, and chiefly as to those parts
where he describes the Roman war with the Jews, and the taking of
Jerusalem."—W.
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when they had done, and I thereby was apprized who the

men were, I published an edict, wherein I offered security

and my right hand to such of John's party as had a mind
to repent ; and I allowed twenty days' time to such as

would take this advantageous course for themselves. I also

threatened that, unless they threw down their arms, I

would bum their houses, and confiscate their goods. When
the men heard of this, they were in no small disorder, and
deserted John, and four thousand threw down their arms
and came to me. So that no others stayed with John but
his own citizens, and about fifteen hundred strangers, that

came from the metropolis of Tyre ; and when John saw
that he had been outwitted by my stratagem, he continued

afterwards in his own country in great fear.

§ 67. About this time it was that the people of Sepphoris

grew bold and took up arms, from the confidence they had
in the strength of their walls, and because they saw me
engaged in other affairs. So they sent to Cestius Gallus,

who was president of Syria, and desired that he would
either come quickly to them, and take their city under his

protection, or send them a garrison. And Gallus promised

them to come, but did not send word when he would come

;

and, when I had learned so much, I took the soldiers that

were with me, and made an assault upon the people of

Sepphoris, and took the city by storm. The G-alilseans

seized this opportunity, as thinking they had now a con-

venient time for showing their hatred to them, since they

bore ill-will to that city, and exerted themselves, as if they

would destroy them all utterly, with those that sojourned

there also. So they ran upon them, and set their houses

on fire, finding them without inhabitants, for the men, out

of fear, fled to the citadel. And they plundered every-

thing, and omitted no kind of desolation which they could

bring upon their countrymen. When I saw this I was
exceedingly troubled at it, and commanded them to leave

off, and put them in mind that it was not agreeable to

piety to do such things to their countrymen. But as they

would neither hearken to what I exhorted, nor to what I

commanded them to do (for the hatred they bore to the

people there was too much for my exhortations to them),

I bode those of my friends, who were most faithful to me,
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and Tvere about me, to spread the report that the Eomans
were attacking the other part of the city with a great

army ; and this I did, that, by such a report being spread
abroad, I might restrain the violence of the GaUlseans,
and preserve the city of Sepphoris. And at length this

stratagem succeeded ; for, upon hearing this report, they
were in fear for themselves, and so they left off plundering,
and ran away ; and that more especially, because they saw
me, their general, doing the same also, for, that I might
cause this report to be believed, I pretended to be in fear

as well as they. Thus were the inhabitants of Sepphoris
unexpectedly preserved by this contrivance of mine.

§ 68. Nay, indeed, Tiberias had like to have been plun-
dered by the Galilseans also, upon the following occasion.

The chief men of the senate ^vrote to the king, and desired
that he would come to them, and take possession of their

city. The king promised to come, and wrote a letter in

answer to theirs, and gave it to one of his bedchamber,
whose name was Crispus, who was by birth a Jew, to carry
it to Tiberias. When the G-alilseans knew that this man
carried such a letter, they arrested him, and brought him
to me ; but as soon as the whole multitude heard of it,

they were enraged, and betook themselves to their arms.
And a great many of them assembled together from all

quarters the next day, and came to the city of Asochis,'
where I then lodged, and vehemently vociferated, and
called the city of Tiberias a traitor to them, and a friend
to the king ; and desired leave of me to go down, and
utterly destroy it ; for they bore the same ill-will to the
people of Tiberias as they did to those of Sepphoris.

§ 69. When I heard this, I was in doubt how I could
deliver Tiberias from the rage of the Galilseans, for I could
not deny that the people of Tiberias had written to the
king, and invited him to come to them ; for his letters to
them, in answer thereto, would fully jsrove the truth of
that. So I sat a long while musing with myself, and then
said to them, " I know well enough that the peojile of
Tiberias have acted wrongly, nor shall I forbid you to
plunder their city. However, such things ought to be

Kcfr Menda.
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done with discretion ; for the men of Tiberias have not

been the only traitors to our liberty, but many of the

most eminent of the GraUleeans. Tarry, therefore, till I

shall exactly find out the authors of this treason, and then
you shall have them all at once in your power, with all

such as you shall yourselves bring in also." Upon my
saying this, I pacified the multitude, and they left ofE their

anger and went their way ; and I gave orders that he who
brought the king's letters should be put into bonds ; but a

few days [afterwards I pretended that I was obhged, by a
necessary affair of my own, to go out of the kingdom. I

then called Crispus privately, and ordered him to make the

soldier that kept him drunk, and to flee to the king. So,

when Tiberias was in danger of being destroyed a second

time, it escaped the danger by my skilful management, and
the care that I had for its preservation.

§ 70. About this time it was that Justus, the son of

Pistus, escaped to the king without my knowledge. The
occasion of which I will now relate. Upon the beginning
of the war between the Jews and the Romans, the people

of Tiberias resolved to submit to the king, and not to

revolt from the Komans. But Justus tried to persuade
them to take up arms, as being himself desirous of innova-

tions, and having hopes of obtaining the government of

Galilee, as well as of his own country [Tiberias] also. Yet
did he not obtain what he hoped for ; for the G-alilseans

bore ill-will to those of Tiberias, on account of their anger

at the miseries they had suffered from them before the

war ; so they would not suffer Justus to be their governor.

I myself also, who had been intrusted by the community
of Jerusalem with the government of Gralilee, did frequently

come to that degree of rage at Justus, that I had almost

resolved to kill him, being unable to bear his villany. He
was therefore much afraid of me, lest at length my rage

should come to extremity ; so he sent to the king, supposing

that he should dwell better and more safely with him.

§ 71. IS'ow, when the people of Sepphoris had, in so sur-

prising a manner, escaped their first danger, they sent to

Cestius Gallus, and asked him to come to them quickly,

and take possession of their city, or else to send forces

sufficient to repress all their enemies' attacks upon them

;
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and at last they did prevail with Gallus to send them
a considerable army, both of horse and foot, which came
in the night-time, and which they admitted into the city.

But when the country round about was hanussed by the

Roman army, I took those soldiers that were about me, and
went to a village called Garis ' where I cast up a bank, a
good way ofE the city of Sepphoris, as I was at twenty
furlongs' distance, and advanced upon it by night, and
made an assault upon its walls ; and when I had ordered

a considerable number of my soldiers to scale them with
ladders, I became master of the greatest part of the city.

But soon after, our ignorance of the locality forced us to

retire, after we had killed twelve of the Roman infantry

and two horsemen, and a few of the people of Sepphoris,

with the loss of only a single man of our own. And when it

afterwards came to a battle in the plain against the horse-

men, and we had undergone the dangers of it courageously
for a long time, we were beaten ; for upon the Romans
encompassing me about, my soldiers were afraid, and
retreated. There also fell in the battle one of those that
had been iustructed to guard my body, whose name was
Justus, who at this time had the same post with the king.

At the same time also there came forces both of horse and
foot from the king, and Sylla as their commander, who
was the captain of his body-guard : this Sylla pitched his

camp at five furlongs' distance from Julias,^ and set a guard
upon the roads that led to Cana ' and to the fortress of

Gramala,'' that he might hinder the inhabitants of Sepphoris °

from getting provisions out of G-alilee.

§ 72. As soon as I had got intelligence of this, I sent

two thousand armed men, and a captain over them, whose
name was Jeremiah, who raised a bank a furlong off Julias,

near the river Jordan, and did no more than skirmish with
the enemy, tiU I took three thousand soldiers myself, and
went to them. But on the next day, when I had laid an

' Site unknown.
^ Sometimes identified with ct-Tell, east of Jordan, but more pro-

bably at the spot where the Jordan enters the Sea of Galilee, See Antiq.
xviii. 2, § 1 ; Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1, and iii. 10, § 7.

^ Probably Kdna el-Jelil. * KuVat el-Hitsn.

' Sefurieh.
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amtusli in a certain valley, not far from the bank, I chal-

lenged those that belonged to the ting to battle, and gave
orders to my own soldiers to turn their backs, till they
should have drawn the enemy on to foUow them, which
happened accordingly ; for Sylla, supposing that our party
were really fleeing, made ready to pursue them, when our
soldiers that lay in ambush took them in the rear, and
threw them all into great disorder. I also immediately
wheeled round with my own force, and met those of the
long's party, and put them to flight. And I should have
performed great things that day, if a certain fate had not
been my hindrance ; for the horse on which I rode in the
battle fell into a quagmire, and threw me on the ground,
and I was bruised on my wrist, and carried into a village

called Cepharnome.^ When my soldiers heard of this, they
were afraid I had been badly hurt, so they did not go
on with the pursuit any further, but returned in very
great concern for me. I therefore sent for the doctors,

and was imder their hands, and continued feverish all

that day ; and as they directed, was that night removed to

Tarichaeae.^

§ 73. When Sylla and his party were informed of what
had happened to me, they took courage again, and under-
standing that the watch was negligently kept in our camp,
they placed ,^by night, a body of horse in ambush beyond
the Jordan, and when it was day they challenged us to

fight ; and as we did not refuse, but went into the plain,

their horsemen appeared out of the ambush in which they
had lain, and threw our men into disorder, and made them
run away, and slew six of our men. Tet did they not
go off with victory at last ; for when they heard that some
armed men were sailed from Tarichseae to Julias, they
were afraid, and retired.

§ 74. It was not long now before Vespasian came to Tyre,

and king Agrippa with him ; and the Tyrians began to

speak reproachfully against the king, and called him an
enemy of the Romans. For they said, that Philip, the
general of his army, had betrayed the royal palace, and
the Roman forces that were in Jerusalem, at his command.

' Tell Hum, Capernaum. ^ Kerak.
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When Vespasian heard this, he rebuked the Tyrians, for

abusing a man who was both a king, and a friend of the

Eomans ; but he advised the king to send Philip to Eome,
to answer for what he had done before Nero. But, when
Philip was sent to Rome, he did not come into the sight

of Nero, for he found him in extremities on account of the

troubles that then happened and civil war, so he returned
to the king. But, when Vespasian was come to Ptolemais,

the leading men of Decapolis in Syria made a clamour
against Justus of Tiberias, because he had set their villages

on fire : so Vespasian delivered him to the king, to be put
to death by those under the king's jurisdiction : yet did
the king [only] put him into bonds, and concealed what
he had done from Vespasian, as I have before related.

But the people of Sepphoris met Vespasian, and saluted

him, and received his forces and Placidus their commander

:

and also went up with them, as I also followed them, till

Vespasian came into G-alilee. As to which coming of his,

and how it was ordered, and how he fought his first battle

with me near the village of Tarichsese, and how from
thence they went to Jotapata, and what I did in the siege

of it, and how I was taken alive and bound, and how I was
afterwards set free, with all that was done by me in the

Jewish war, and during the siege of Jerusalem, I have
accurately related all this in the books concerning the
Jewish War. However, it will, I think, be fit for me to

add now an account of those actions of my life, which I

have not related in my history of the Jewish War.
§ 75. For when the siege of Jotapata was over, and I

was among the Eomans, I was treated very well, chiefly

because of the great respect that Vespasian showed me.
Moreover, at his command, I married a virgin of the

country, who was one of the captives taken at Csesarea

;

but she did not live with me long, but left me upon my
being freed from my bonds, and going to Alexandria.

And I married another wife at Alexandria. I was thence
sent with Titus to the siege of Jerusalem, and was frequently
in danger of death, as the Jews were very desirous to get
me in their power, in order to have me punished, and the
Eomans also, whenever they were beaten, supposed that
it happened through my treachery, and made continual
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clamours to the commander-in-chief, and desired that he
would bring me to punishment as a traitor to them. But
Titus Csesar was well acquainted with the uncertain fortune

of war, and returned no answer to the soldiers' vehemence
against me. And when the city of Jerusalem was taken
by storm, Titus Caesar urged me frequently to take what-
ever I would out of the ruins of my country, and said that

he gave me leave so to do. But when my country was
detroyed, I thought nothing else to be of any value, which
I could take and keep as a comfort in my calamities, but
personal freedom, so I made request for this to Titus. I had
also the holy books by Titus' concession. Nor was it long

after that I asked of him the life of my brother and
fifty friends, and was not denied. When I also went, by
permission of Titus, to the temple, where there were a
great multitude of captive women and children shut up, I

got all those that I remembered as among my own friends

and acquaintances to be set free, being in number about
one hundred and ninety, and I released them without their

paying any ransom, and restored them to their former
fortune. And when I was sent by Titus Csesar with CeraUus
and a thousand horsemen to a certain village called Thecoa,'

in order to see if it was a place fit for a camp, as I came
back, I saw many captives being crucified, and recognised

three of them as my former acquaintances. I was very

sorry in my mind at this, and went with tears in my eyes

to Titus, and told him of them. And he immediately com-
manded them to be taken down, and to have the greatest

care taken of them, in order to their recovery. But two of

them died under the surgeon's hands, while the third

recovered.

§ 76. But when Titus had composed the troubles in

Judaea, conjecturing that the lands which I had near Jeru-

salem would bring me in no profit, because a garrison of

Romans to guard the country was afterwards to pitch

there, he gave me another estate in the plain. And, when
he was going home to Rome, he made choice of me to sail

along with hira, and showed me great respect. And, when
we were come to Rome, I had great care taken of me by

' Tekoa, the birthplace of the prophet Amos ; now Telcu'a, ten miles

south of Jerusalem.
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Vespasian ; for he gave me an apartment in the house
which he lived in before he came to be emperor. He also

honoured me with the privilege of Roman citizenship, and
gave me an annual pension ; and continued to respect me
to the end of his life, without any abatement of his kind-

ness to me ; which thing made me envied, and brought me
into danger. For a certain Jew, whose name was Jona-
than, who had raised a revolt in Cyrene,' and had per-

suaded two thousand men of that country to join with
him, was the occasion of their ruin, and when he was
bound by the governor of that country, and sent to the

emperor, he told him that I had sent him both weapons
and money. However, he could not conceal his being a
liar from Vespasian, who condemned him to die, according

to which sentence he was put to death. And frequently

after that, when those who envied my good fortune did
frequently bring accusations against me, by God's provi-

dence I escaped them all. I also received from Vespasian
no small grant of land in Judaea. And about this time I
divorced my wife, not being pleased with her behaviour,

though she was the mother of three children, two of whom
are dead, and one, whom I named Hyrcanus, is still alive.

After this I married a wife who lived at Crete, but was
a Jewess by birth ; she was of noble parents, and such
as were the most illustrious in all that country, and her
character was beyond that of most other women, as her
future life did show. By her I had two sons, the elder

named Justus, and the next Simonides, and also Agrippa.
These were the circumstances of my domestic affairs. And
the kindness of the emperors to me continued the same

;

for when Vespasian was dead, Titus, who succeeded him
in the empire, kept up the same respect for me as I had
from his father : and, though I had frequent accusations
laid against me, he would not believe them. And Domi-
tian, who succeeded him, even augmented my honours

;

for he punished those Jews that were my accusers, and
gave command that a servant of mine, who was a eunuch,
and tutor of my son, should be punished. He also made the
land I had in Judaea tax-free, which is a mark of the

' The chief town of Cyrenaica, or Pentapolis, a district in North
Africa, to the west of Egypt.
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greatest honour to him who hath it. Domitia also, the
wife of Caesar, continued to do me many kindnesses. And
this is the account of the actions of my whole life ; and let

others judge of my character hy them as they please. But
to thee, Epaphroditus, most excellent of men, do I dedicate

all my work on our Antiquities ; and so, for the present, I
here conclude this narrative.





ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.





PREFACE.

§1-
THOSE who write histories, do not, I observe, take that

trouble for one and the same, but for many and very
different reasons. Some apply themselves to this part of

learning to parade their skill in composition, and to ac-

quire reputation thereby ; others, to gratify those that

happen to have been personally concerned in them, have
spared no pains, but even gone beyond their own abilities

in the undertaking ; others again have been compelled by
force of circumstances to narrate clearly the affairs in

which they themselves had a hand ; while many are iaduced
by the importance and utility of the real facts, and by the
general ignorance about them, to produce them for the
benefit of the public. Now of these several reasons for

writing history, the two last were my own also ; for since

I myself had witnessed the war which we Jews had with
the Romans, and knew its particular actions, and conclu-

sion, I felt forced to give the history of it, because of those
who perverted the truth in their writings.

§ 2. Now I have undertaken the present work, thinking

it will appear to all the Greeks ' worthy of their study ; for

it will contain all our antiquities, and the constitution of

our government, translated from the Hebrew writings. I

had intended, when I wrote the history of the Jewish War,^
to explain who the Jews originally were, what fortunes they
had had, and by what legislator they had been instructed in

' That is, all the Gentiles, both Greeks and Romans.—W. So also at

the end of this paragraph. At this time all the Roman world spoke Greek,
and so Greek had become a general term for all the Roman Empire.

^ We may note here, that Josephus wrote his seven books of the
Jewish War long before he wrote these his Antiquities. Those books
of the War were published about a.d. 75, and these Antiquities a.d. 9.3,

about eighteen years later.—W.
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religion, and the exercise of other virtues ; what wars they

had also fought in remote ages, till they were unwillingly

engaged in this last with the Romans. But as this work
would have taken up a great compass, I separated it into a
work by itseK, with a beginning and conclusion of its own,

but in process of time, as usually happens to such as under-

take great works, I grew weary, and went on slowly, it

being a large subject to translate into a foreign and strange

language. However, some persons there were who desired

to know our history, and so exhorted me to go on with it

;

and above all the rest, Epaphroditus, a man who is a lover

of all kinds of learning, but especially delights in the

knowledge of liistory, and that on account of his having

been himself concerned in great affairs and many turns of

fortune, and having shown a wonderful vigour of an excel-

lent nature, and an immovable virtuous resolution in them
all. I yielded to his persuasions, for he always stimulates

such as have abilities for what is useful and noble to a

like ardour to his. I was also ashamed myself to permit

any laziness of disposition to have greater influence upon
me, than the delight of taking pains in such studies as

were most noble, so I roused myself to greater exertions.

Besides the foregoing motives, I had one which greatly

swayed me, namely that our forefathers were willing to

communicate such things to others, and that some of the

Greeks took considerable pains to know the history of our
nation.

§ 3. I found for example that the second of the Ptole-

mies was a king, who was extraordinarily diligent in what
concerned learning, and the collection of books ; that

he was also very desirous to procure a translation of our

law, and of the constitution of our polity according to it,

into the Greek tongue. Now Eleazar, not inferior in

virtue to any of our high priests, did not grudge the fore-

named king the participation of that advantage, which
he would certainly have denied him, but that he knew
the custom of our nation was to hinder nothing that

we esteemed ourselves from being communicated to

others. Accordingly, I thought it became me to imitate

the generosity of our high priest, and to suppose there

might even now be many lovers of learning like the
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king ; for lie did not obtain all our records, for those who
were sent to Alexandria as interpreters, gave him only the
books of the law. But there is a vast mimber of other

matters in out sacred books, which, indeed, contain in them
the history of five thousand years ; in which time happened
many strange accidents, many chances of war, great

exploits of commanders, and changes in our constitution.

Upon the whole, a man that will peruse this history, may
principally learn from it, that all erents succeed well even

to an incredible degree, and that the reward of felicity is

given by God, to those that follow his will, and do not
venture to break his excellent laws ; and that so far as

men depart from the strict observance of them, what was
practical before becomes impracticable ; and whatever

they set about as a good thing ends in irremediable cala-

mity. And so I exhort all those that peruse these books,

to apply their minds to Grod, and to test our legislator,

whether he hath not understood his nature in a manner
worthy of him, and hath ever ascribed to him such opera-

tions as become his power, and hath kept his account pure

from the unseemly mythology current with others ; al-

though, from the great distance of time when he lived, he

might have securely forged any lies ; for he lived two
thousand years ago : to which distant time the poets

themselves have not been so hardy as to refer even the

generations of their gods, much less the actions or laws of

men. As I proceed, therefore, I shall accurately describe

what is contained in our records in the order of time that

belongs to them ; for I have promised so to do throughout

this work, neither adding anything to what is therein con-

tained, nor taking away anything therefrom.

§ 4. Now as almost all our constitution depends on

the wisdom of Moses, our legislator, it is necessary for me
first to make a few remarks about him, for otherwise

those that read my book may wonder how it comes to

pass that, while it promises an account of laws and his-

torical facts, it contains so much physiology. The reader

is, therefore, to know, that Moses deemed it exceedingly

necessary, that he who would conduct his own Ufe well,

and give laws to others, should in the first place consider

the divine nature ; and upon the contemplation of God's



70 THE WORKS OF PLAVIUS JOSEPHUS.

operations, should thereby imitate the best of all patterns,

as far as possible, and endeavour to follow after it ; neither

could the legislator himself have a right mind without

such a contemplation, nor would anything he should write

tend to the promotion of virtue in his readers, unless they

were taught first of all, that G-od is the Father and Lord of

all things, and sees all things, and bestows a happy life upon
those that follow him ; but brings such as do not walk in

the paths of virtue into great misery. Now as Moses was
desirous to teach this lesson to his countrymen, he did not

begin his legislation in the same manner that other legis-

lators did as to contracts and rights between man and man,
but by raising their minds upwards to regard God and his

creation of the world ; and by persuading them, that we
men are the most excellent of the works of God upon
earth, and when once he had brought them to submit to

religion, he easily persuaded them to submit in all other

things. But as to all other legislators, they followed

fables, and in their legends imputed the most reproachful

of human vices to the gods, and -so afforded wicked men
great pretext for their own crimes ; while our legislator,

when he had once shown that God was possessed of perfect

virtue, thought men also ought to strive after the partici-

pation of the same, and on those who did not so think and
believe he inflicted the severest punishments. I exhort,

therefore, my readers to examiue my subject from this

point of view ; for so it will appear to them, that there is

nothing therein disagreeable either to the majesty of God,
or to his love to mankiud ; for all things have here a refe-

rence to the nature of the universe ; while our legislator

teaches some things wisely but enigmatically, and others

under a decent allegory, but explains such things as re-

quire a direct explanation plainly and distinctly. How-
ever, those that have a mind to know the reasons of every-

thing, may find here much philosophical contemplation,

which I now indeed shall defer, but if God affords me
time, I shall set about writing it after I have finished the

present work. I shall now betake myself to the narration

of events, after I have first mentioned what Moses says of

the creation of the world, which I find described in the

sacred books in the following manner.
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BOOK I.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OP THEBE THOUSAND EIGHT
HUNDRED AND THIBTT-THKEE TEARS. PROM THE

CREATION TO THE DEATH OP ISAAC.

CHAP. I.

The Constitution of the World, and the Disposition of the

Elements.

§1-

IN tlie beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

But when the earth had not yet come into sight, but

was covered with thick darkness, and a wind moved upon
its surface, Grod commanded that there should be light:

and when that was made, he considered the whole mass,

and separated the light and the darkness ; and the name
he gave to the one was night, and the other he called

day, and he named the beginning of light morning, and
the time of rest evening. And this was indeed the first

day. But Moses said it was one day ; I could tell why now

;

but because I have promised to give the reasons for all

things in a treatise by itself, I shall put off its explanation

till then. After this, on the second day, he placed the

heaven over the whole world, and separated it from it,

and determined it should stand by itself. He also placed

a moist and rainy firmament round it, in a manner agree-

able to the earth, for affording the advantage of dews.

On the third day he caused the dry land to appear, with
the sea itself round about it ; and on the very same day
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he made plants and seeds to spring out of the earth. On
the fourth day he adorned the heaven with the sun, and
moon, and the other stars, and appointed them their

motions and courses, that the changes of the seasons might
be clearly marked by them. And on the fifth day he pro-

duced the living creatures that swim in the sea, and those

that fly in the air : and made them fit partners for one

another severally both as to society and sexual ends, that

their kinds might increase and multiply. On the sixth day
he created the four-footed beasts, and made themi male and
female : on the same day he also formed man. Accordingly

Moses says that in just six days the world, and all that is

therein, was made, and that the seventh day was a rest, and
a release from the labour of such operations, whence it is

that we celebrate a rest from our labours on that day, and
call it the sabbath : which word denotes rest in the Hebrew
tongue.

§ 2. After his account of the creation, Moses begins to

talk physiologically, and concerning the fonoaation of man
says that Grod took dust from the ground, and formed man
of it, and inserted in him a spirit and a soul. This man
was called Adam, which in the Hebrew tongue signifies

red, because he was formed of red earth compounded to-

gether ; for of that kind is virgin and true earth. G-od

also brought the living creatures according to their kinds,

both male and female, and showed them to Adam, and he
gave them the names by which they are still called. But
when he saw that Adam had no female companion, no
society (for there was no such created), and that he
wondered at the other animals being male and female, he

laid him asleep, and took away one of his ribs, and out of

it formed woman ; and Adam knew when she was brought

to him that she was made out of liimself . Now woman is

called in the Hebrew tongue Issa ; but the name of this

woman was Eve, which signifies the mother of all living.

§ 3. Moses says further, that G-od planted a garden east-

ward, full of all sorts of trees ; and that among them was
the tree of life, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil

:

and that when he had brought Adam and his wife into

this garden, he commanded them to take care of the

plants. Now the garden was watered by one river, which
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ran round the whole earth, and was divided into four

—

Phison, Euphrates, Tigris, and Geon.^ Phison, which de-

notes a multitude, runs into India, and makes its exit into

the sea, and is by the Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates
and Tigris flow into the Bed Sea. Now Euphrates is also

called Phora, which denotes rush, or produce, and Tigris is

also called Diglath, which denotes swift with narrowness,
and Geon runs through Egypt, and denotes what arises

from the east, and is by the Greeks called Nile.

§ 4. Now God commanded Adam and his wife to eat of

all the other plants, but to abstain from the tree of know-
ledge, and foretold them, that if they touched it, it would
prove their destruction. But as all living creatures had
one language at that - time, the serpent who then lived

together vrith Adam and his wife, was envious of their

happiness, for he thought they would be happy if they
obeyed the commands of God, and that if they disobeyed
them, they would fall into calamities. So he persuaded
the woman, out of malicious intent, to taste of the tree of

knowledge, telling her, that in that tree was the knowledge
of good and evil ; which knowledge whoso should obtain,

would lead a happy life ; nay, a Hfe not inferior to that of

a god : by which means he overcame the woman, and per-

suaded her to despise the command of God. Now when
she had tasted of the tree, and was pleased with its fruit,

she persuaded Adam to eat of it also. Upon this they

perceived that they were naked, and being ashamed thus

to aj)pear abroad, they tried to find some covering, for the

tree sharpened their understanding ; and they covered

themselves with fig-leaves ; and placing these before tliem

out of modesty, they thought they were happier than they

were before, as they had discovered what they were in want
of. But when God came into the garden, Adam, who used

before to come and converse with him, being conscious of

his wickedness, kept out of the way. This behaviour sur-

prised God ; and he asked what was the reason of it ? and
why he, that before delighted in his company, did now

^ Compare Genesis ii. 10-14, where the name of the Tigris is given

as Hiddelicl ; the upper Tigris is still called Dijleh. For the site of

Eden, and the identification of the four rivers, see Delitzsch, Wo lag das

Faradies.
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shun and avoid it ? When he made no reply, as conscious
to himself that he had transgressed the command of Grod,

God said, " I had intended that you should both lead a
happy life, without any care and vexation of soul ; and that
all things which might contribute to your enjoyment and
pleasure should grow up by my providence spontaneously,
withoutyourlabourandpains; which labour and painswould
soon bring on old age, and your life would not be long

:

but now thou hast mocked at my purpose and disobeyed
my commands ; for thy silence is not the sign of virtue,

but of an evil conscience." Then Adam began to excuse
his sin, and to entreat Grod not to be angry at him, and
laid the blame of what was done upon his wife, and said

that he was deceived by her, and became an offender

;

while she again accused the serpent. But G-od punished
Adam for weakly submitting to the counsel of his wife

;

and said that^the ground should not henceforth yield its

fruits of its own accord, but that only to their severe

labour should it bring forth some of its fruits, and refuse

to bring forth others. He also punished Eve by the
sharp pains of bringing forth children, because she had
persuaded Adam with the same arguments wherewith the
serpent had persuaded her, and had so ruined him. He
also deprived the serpent of speech, out of indignation at

his malignity to Adam, and inserted poison under his

tongue to show that he was an enemy to men ; and sug-
gested to them, that they should direct their strokes

against his head, that being the place wherein lay his

mischievous designs towards men, and that it would be
easiest to take vengeance on him that way. And depriving

him of his feet, he made him trail and crawl on the
ground. And, when God had appointed these penalties

for them, he removed Adam and Eve from the garden to

another place.
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CHAP. II.

Concerning the Posterity of Adam, and the Ten Generations

from him to the Deluge.

§1-

ADAM and Eve had two sons ; the elder of them was
named Cain, which being interpreted, signifies posses-

sion ; the younger was Abel, which signifies sorrow. They
had also daughters. Now the two brothers were pleased
with different pursuits. Abel, the younger, was a lover of

righteousness, and, believing that Grod was present at aU
his actions, he paid regard to virtue ; and his employment
was that of a shepherd. But Cain was not only very wicked
in other respects, but was only intent upon gain, and he
first devised ploughing the ground. He slew his brother

on the following occasion. They had resolved to sacrifice

to God, and Cain brought the fruits of his husbandry and
of trees, but Abel brought milk and the first-fruits of his

flocks : and God was more delighted with the latter sacri-

fice, when he was honoured with what came naturally of

its own accord, than he was with what was the invention

of a covetous man, and got by forcing the ground. So
Cain was very angry that Abel was preferred by God be-

fore him ; and he slew his brother, and hid his dead body,

thinking to escape discovery. But God, knowing what had
been done, came to Cain, and asked him. What was be-

come of his brother r" because he had not seen him many
days ; whereas he had observed them conversing together

at other times. But Cain was at a loss, and knew not what
answer to give to God. At first he said that he himseK
knew not what to make either of his brother's disappear-

ance, but getting angry, as God pressed him and closely

questioned him, he replied, that he was not his brother's

guardian or keeper, nor was he an observer of what he did.

Then God convicted Cain of having been the murderer of

his brother, and said, " I wonder that thou knowest not
what is become of a man whom thou thyself hast de-

stroyed." God, however, did not inflict the punishment
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[of death] upon him, on account of his offering sacrifice,

and thereby making supplication to him not to be extreme
in his wrath to him, but he made him accursed, and
threatened to punish his posterity in the seventh genera-
tion

; he also cast him and his wife out of that land. And
as he was afraid, that in wandering about he might fall

among wild beasts, and so perish, Grod bade him not to en-

tertain such a melancholy suspicion, but to go over all the
earth, without fear of what mischief he might suffer from
wild beasts ; and having set a mark upon him, that he
might be known, he commanded him to depart.

§ 2. And when Cain had travelled over much ground,
he, with his wife, settled in a place called Nod,' where he
made his abode ; and also had his children born there.

However, he did not take his punishment as a warning,
but only became the wickeder, studying only his own bodily
pleasure, though it obliged him to be injurious to his

neighbours. He augmented his household substance with
much wealth, by rapine and violence ; he incited his ac-

quaintance to luxury and robbery, and became their leader
in wicked courses. He also introduced a change in that
simplicity in which men lived before by the introduction
of measures and weights ; and whereas they lived inno-
cently and generously while they knew nothing of such
arts, he changed the world into cunning craftiness. He
first of all set boundaries about land ; he built a city, and
fortified it with walls, and compelled his family to crowd
into it ; and called it Enoch, after the name of his eldest

son Enoch. Now Jared was the son of Enoch ; whose son
was Malaleel ; whose son was Methuselah ; whose sou was
Lamech ; who had seventy-seven children by two wives,
Silla and Ada. Of the children by Ada one was Jabel : he
erected tents, and loved the life of a shepherd. But Jubal,
who was born of the same mother too, was an adept in
music, and invented the psaltery and harp. But Tubal,
one of Lamech' s sons by the other wife, exceeded all mea
in strength, and was a mighty man of war. He was the
first who devised armour for the girding of the bodv."

' Nod lay to the east of Eden (Gen. W. 16).
^ The ordinary reading, rti vpog iiSuvr\v rod aunaroc, seems so inex-
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Laniech was also the father of a daughter whose name was
Naamah ; and because he was so skilful in matters of

divine revelation, that he knew he himself was to be
punished for Cain's murder of his brother, he made that
known to his wives. Even while Adam was alive, the

posterity of Cain became exceeding wicked, one after

another by force of example turning out worse. They were
exceedingly addicted to war, and eager for rapine. And,
generally speaking, if any of them were slow to murder,
yet was he a bold desperado, insulting, greedy and grasping.

§ 3. Now Adam, the first man made out of the earth

(for our discourse must now go back to him), after Abel
was slain, and Cain fled away on account of his murder,
was sohcitous for posterity, and had a vehement desire for

children, being two hundred and thirty years old ; after

which he lived seven hundred years more, and then died.

He had, indeed, several more children, and among them
Seth. As for the rest, it would be tedious to name them

;

I will, therefore, only endeavour to give an account of the

posterity of Seth. This Seth, when he was brought up,

and came to those years in which he could discern what was
good, practised virtue, and, as he was himself an excellent

man, so did he leave children behind him who imitated his

virtues. All of them were good, and inhabited the same
country without dissensions, and in a happy condition, with-

out any misfortunes faUing upon them, till they died. They
were also the inventors of the science of astronomy. And,
that their inventions might not be lost before they became
generally known, upon Adam's prediction that the world

would be destroyed at one time by the force of fire, and at

another time by the violence and quantity of water, they

made two pillars, one of brick, the other of stone, and in-

scribed their discoveries on them both, that in case the

pillar of brick should be destroyed by the flood, the pillar

of stone might remain, and teach mankind those discoveries,

and also inform them that there was another pillar of brick

erected by them. And it remains in the land of Siris to

this day.

plicable here, that I emend to. Trpbg t,mvr]v tov ailifiaTOQ. See Pausanias,

ix. 17. Perhaps the rjSovqv got in from what was said a little before

about Cain.
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CHAP. III.

Concerning the Flood, and how Noah was saved in an Ark,
with Ms Kindred, and afterwards dwelt in the Plain of
Shinar.

§1-

NOW the posterity of Seth continued to esteem Grod as

the Lord of the universe, and to have an entire regard

to virtue, for seven generations, but in process of time they
changed to worse from the practices of their forefathers,

and did neither pay those honours to Grod which were
appointed them, nor had they any concern to do justice

towards men ; but instead of that zeal they had formerly
shown for virtue, they now showed in their actions a double
degree of wickedness, whereby they made God their enemy.
For many angels of God formed connections with women,
and begat sons that were violent, and despisers of all that
was good, on account of the confidence they had in their

strength ; for the tradition is, that their acts resembled the

daring of those whom the Greeks call giants. But Noah,
being very vexed and displeased at their conduct, tried to

induce them to change their dispositions and actions for the
better : but seeing that they did not listen to him, but were
slaves to their wicked pleasures, he was afraid they would
kill him, so he departed out of that land with his wife and
sons and sons' wives.

§ 2. Now God loved Noah for his righteousness : and
not only condemned those other men for their wickedness,

but determined to destroy the whole race of mankind, and
to make another race that should be pure from wickedness,

and cutting short their lives, and making their years not so
many as they formerly lived, but one hundred and twenty
only, he turned the dry land into sea. And thus were all

these men destroyed. But Noah alone was saved, for God
suggested to him the following contrivance and way of
escape :—That he should make an ark of four stories, three
hundred cubits long, fifty cubits broad, and thirty cubits

high. Accordingly, he entered into the ark, he and his

wife and his sons, and their wives, and not only jjut into
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it other provisions to support their wants there, but also
all sorts of living creatures, male and female, for the pre-
servation of their kind, some in pairs, others by sevens.

Now the ark was strong, and well-constructed both in its

sides and roof, so that it could not be any way inundated,
or unequal to the violence of the water. And thus Noah,
with his family, was preserved. He was the tenth from
Adam, being the son of Lamech, the son of Methuselah,
the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Malaleel,
who, with many of his sisters, were the children of Cainan,
the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam.

§ 3. This calamity happened in the six hundreth year
of Noah's life, in the second month, called by the Mace-
donians Dius, but by the Hebrews Marshesvan ; for so did
they order the year in Egypt. But Moses appointed that
Nisan, which is the same with Xanthicus, should be the
first month for their festivals, because he brought them
out of Egypt in that month : so that month began the
year, as to all the solemnities observed in honour of G-od,

although he preserved the original order of the months
as to selling and buying, and other ordinary affairs. Now
Moses says that this flood began on the twenty-seventh day
of the forementioned month ; and was two thousand two
hundred and fifty-six years ' from Adam the first man ; and
the time is written down in our sacred books, those who
then lived having noted down, with great accuracy, both
the births and deaths of illustrious men.

§ 4. Seth then was born when Adam was in his two
hundred and thirtieth year, who lived altogether nine hun-
dred and thirty years. Seth begat Enos in his two hundred
and fifth year, and lived uine hundred and twelve years.

Enos delivered the government to Cainan his son, whom he
had in his hundred and ninetieth year, and lived nine

hundred and five years. Cainan lived nine hundred and
ten years, and had a son Malaleel, who was bora in his

hundred and seventieth year. This Malaleel, having Uved
eight hundred and ninety-five years, died, leaving a son,

Jared, whom he begat when he was in his hundred and

^ To make Josephus' numbers square with § 4, I adopt the necessary
and very small alteration of reading Siaxoaioiv for kicucocriav. Then
constat ratio.
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sixty-fifth year. Jared lived nine hundred and sixty-two

years ; and his son Enoch succeeded him, who was bom
when his father was one hundred and sixty-two years old.

Enoch, when he had lived three hundred and sixty-five

years, departed and went to God ; whence it is, that they

have not written down his death. Now Methuselah, the

son of Enoch, who was born to him when he was one
hundred and sixty-five years old, had Lamech for his son,

when he was one hundred and eighty-seven years of age

;

who succeeded him when he had lived nine hundred and
sixty-nine years. And Lamech, when he had lived seven

hundred and seventy-seven years, left Noah his son to be the

head of the family, who was born to Lamech when he was
one hundred and eighty-two years old, and lived nine

hundred and fifty years. These years, added together,

make up the sum before set down.' But let no one calcu-

late the deaths of these men (for part of their lives was
co-extensive with the lives of their children and grand-

children), but let him regard their births only.

§ 5. When God gave the signal, and it began to rain,

the water poured down forty entire days, till it became
fifteen cubits higher than the earth, which was the reason

why there were no more preserved, since they had no place

of refuge. When the rain ceased, the water began to

abate after one hundred and fifty days, that is, on the

seventeenth day of the seventh month, and then subsided

by degrees. Then Noah, observing that the ark rested on
the peak of a mountain in Armenia, opened it, and seeing

some land about it, he felt easier, and more full of hope.

And a few days afterwards, when the water was decreased

still more, he sent out a raven, desiring to learn whether
any other part of the earth were left dry by the subsidence

of the water, and whether he might go out of the ark vnth
safety ; but the raven, finding all the land still under
water, returned to Noah again. And seven days after he
sent out a dove, to know the state of the ground ; which
came back to him covered with mud, and bringing an olive

branch : so Noah learned that the earth was become clear

of the flood. And when he had stayed seven more days,

Mn § 3, namely 2,256.
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lie put the liTing creatures out of the ark ; and both he
and his family went out of it, and sacrificed to God, and
feasted. And the Armenians call this place Landing-
place ; indeed, as the ark was preserved there, its remains
are showed by the inhabitants to this day.

§ 6. Now all the writers of barbarian histories make
mention of this flood, and of this ark, and among them
Berosus the Chaldaean. For describing the circumstances

of the flood, he goes on thus :
—" It is said, there is still

some part of the vessel in Armenia, near the mountain of

the Cordyseans,' and that some people carry off pieces of its

bitumen, which they use as charms." Hieronymus the

Egyptian also, who wrote the Phcenician Antiquities, and
Mnaseas, and many more, make mention of the same.

Nicolaus of Damascus, in his rdnety-sixth book, gives the

following account about it :
—" There is a great mountain

in Armenia, over Milyas, called Baris,^ upon which, it is

reported, that many who fled to it for refuge at the time of

the deluge were saved ; and that one, who was in an ark,

came ashore on the top of it ; and that the remains of the

timber were a great while preserved: this might be the

man about whom Moses the legislator of the Jews wrote."

§ 7. But as for Noah, he was afraid, since Grod had once

destroyed mankind, lest he should drown the earth every

year ; so he offered burnt-offerings, and besought G-od

that nature might hereafter go on in its former course,

and that he would not bring on so great a judgment any

more, by which the whole race of hving creatures would be

in danger of destruction ; but that, having now punished

the wicked, he would spare those that for their goodness

had been left, and judged fit to be dehvered from so

severe a calamity ; for otherwise these last would be more

' The Cordysean Jlountains separated Armenia from Assyria, and

tlie name is preserved in Kurds and Kurdistan. Berosus probably

alludes to the " Mountain of Nizir," or Rowandiz, on which the ark of

the Chaldaean Noah rested.
^ Josephus identifies the mountain upon which the ark rested with

the traditional Mount Ararat. For discussion on the more probable

site to the south, see Smith's "Dictionary of the Bible," 'Ararat.'

Milyas, or Minyas, the country of the Minni, adjoined Ararat on the

south-east. Baris, or Lubar, is said by Epiphanius to have been the

boundary between Armenia and the Ktu:ds.

G



82 THE WOEKS OF PLATITJS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK I.

miserable than the first, and would have a worse sentence,
if not safe for ever, but reserved for another deluge ; for

they would be terrified by the remembrance of the first

deluge, and would be destroyed by a second. He also en-

treated God to accept of his sacrifice, and never again so to

punish the earth, that men might continue to cultivate it,

to build cities, and Uve happily in them ; and that they
might not be deprived of any of those good things which
they enjoyed before the flood, but might attain to the like

length of days and old age as their progenitors.

§ 8. When Noah had made these supplications, God,
who loved the man for his righteousness, granted all his

prayers, and said that it was not he who had bi'ought de-

struction on a polluted world, but that they had undergone
that vengeance on account of their wickedness ; nor would
he have brought men into the world, if he had intended to
destroy them, it being greater wisdom not to have granted
them life at all, than, after it was granted, to procure their

destruction ; but " the outrages," said he, " they offered

to my holiness and virtue, forced me to bring this punish-
ment upon them. But I will cease for the time to come
to exact such heavy punishment for wicked actions, and
especially on account of thy prayers. But if I shall, at

any time, send extraordinary tempests of rain, be not
affirighted at the largeness of the showers ; for the water
shall no more cover the earth. However, I bid you to abstain
from shedding the blood of men, and to keep yourselves
pure from murder, and to punish those that commit miu-der,

and to make use of all the other living creatures at your
pleasure, and as your appetites lead you : for I have liiade

you lords of them all, both of beasts of the earth, and
fishes of the sea, and fowls of the air, excejjt their blood, for

therein is the life. And I will give you a sign, that I have
left oft' my anger, by my bow" (meaning the rainbow, for
they considered it the bow of God). And when God had
said and promised this, he went away.

§ 9. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fifty

years after the flood, and happily all that time, he died at
the age of nine hundred and fifty years. Now let no one
comparing the lives of these ancients with our short lives,

think that what we have said of them is false ; or make
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the shortness of our lives now an argument, that neither

did they attain to so long a duration of Ufe, for they were
beloved of G-od, and made hy God himself ; and because
their food was then fitter for the prolonging of life, might
well live so great a number of years ; and besides, G-od
afforded them a longer time of life on account of their

virtue, and the good use they made of their time in astro-

nomical and geometrical discoveries, which they could not
have made unless they had lived six hundred years ; for

the great year is completed in that interval. I am borne
out in what I have said by all those that have written

antiquities, both among the Greeks and Barbarians : for

Manetho, who wrote the Egyptian history, and Berosus,

who compiled the Chaldssan, and Mochus and Hestiseus

and Hieronymus the Egyptian, who compiled the Phoeni-

cian history, agree to what I here say. And Hesiod,

Hecatseus, Hellanicus and Acusilaus, and beside them,
Ephorus and Nicolaus, relate that the ancients lived a

thousand years. But as to these matters, let every one
look upon them as they think fit.

CHAP. IV.

Concerning the Tovjer of Babylon, and the Confusion of

Tongues.

§1-

NOW the three sons of Noah, Shem, Japheth, and Ham,
who were born one hundred years before the deluge,

first descended from the mountains into the plains, and
fixed their habitation there ; and persuaded others, who
were greatly afraid of living in the plains on account of

the flood, and so were loath to come down from the higher

ground, to venture to follow their example, and the plain in

which they first dwelt was called Shinar.' And although
God had commanded them to send out colonies, if they

^ The great alluvial plain through which the Tigris and Euphrates
run before reaching the sea ; known in later times as Chaldjea or

Babylonia.
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should grow numerous, that they might not quarrel among
themselves, but might cultivate a great part of the earth,

and enjoy its fruits in abundance, in their ignorance they
did not obey God. So they fell into calamities, and were
made sensible by experience of their error. And as they
flourished with a numerous population, G-od admonished
them agaiu to send out colonies ; but they, imagining that
the prosperity they enjoyed was not derived from his favour,

but supposing that their own strength was the cause of it,

did not obey him. Nay, they added to their disobedience
to the divine will the suspicion that God urged them to

send out colonies, that being dispersed, they might the
more easily be oppressed.

§ 2. It was Nimrod who excited them to such an affront

and contempt of God. He was the grandson of Ham, the
son of Noah, a bold man, and of great strength of hand.
He persuaded them not to ascribe it to God that they were
happy, but to believe that it was their own excellence that
procured them happiness. He also gradually established
absolute sway, seeing no other way of turning men from
the fear of God, but by bringing them into complete de-
pendence on his power. He also said, "He would be re-

venged on God, if he should design to drown the world
again, for he would build a tower too high for the water
to be able to reach ; and he would be even with him for
destroying his forefathers."

§ 3. Now the multitude were very ready to follow the
ideas of Nimrod, esteeming it slavery to submit to God

:

so they built the tower, neither sparing any pains, nor
being in any degree negligent, about the work ; and, by
reason of the many hands employed in it. it grew very
high, sooner than any one could expect ; but the thickness
of it was so great that its height seemed to those who
saw it less than it really was. It was built of burnt
brick cemented with bitumen, that it might be waterijroof

.

When God saw that they were so mad, he resolved not to
destroy them utterly, since they were not grown wiser by
the destruction of those that perished in the flood, but set
them at variance by causing them to speak in different
languages, so that they could not understand one another.
The place where they built the tower is now called Babylon,
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because of the confusion of that language which they
clearly understood before, for the Hebrews call confusion
Babel. The Sibyl also makes mention of this tower, and
of the confusion of tongues, when she says thus :

" When
all men were of one language, some of them built a very
high tower, as if they would thereby ascend up to heaven,
but the gods sent storms of wind, and overthrew the tower,
and gave every one his peculiar language ; and for this

reason the city was called Babylon." ' And as to the plain
of Shinar, in the region of Babylon, Hestiaeus mentions it,

when he says thus :
" Such of the priests as were saved

took the sacred vessels of Zeus Enyalius, and went to

Shinar in Babylonia."

CHAP. V.

Sow the Posterity of Noah colonized the whole Earth.

§1-

AFTEE this they were dispersed abroad, on account of

their different languages, and threw out colonies every-

where ; and each colony took possession of that land which
they lit upon, and into which G-od led them, so that the

whole continent was filled with them, both the inland and
maritime parts. Some also passed over the sea in ships,

aud settled in the islands, and some of the nations still

retain the names which were given them by their first

founders, but some have altered them, and some have
modified them, that they might be more intelligible to

sojourners in them. It was the G-reeks that introduced

these changes of nomenclature ; for growing powerful in

after times, they monopolized the glory of antiquity
;
giving

names to the nations that sounded well, and that they
themselves understood, and imposing forms of government
over them, as if they were descended from themselves.

• Birs Simrud, and ruins near Hillah, on the Euphrates.
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CHAP. VI.

Sow every Nation was named after its First Settlers.

§1-

NOW it was in honour of the grandchildren of l^oah,

that names were imposed on the nations by those
that first occupied any land. Japheth, the son of Noah,
had seven sons. They began from the mountains Taurus '-

and Amanus," and proceeded along Asia, as far as the river

Tanais,^ and along Europe as far as Grades,^ and setthng
on the lands thev lit upon, which none had inhabited
before, they called the nations by their own names.
For Gromer founded those whom the Greeks now call

Gralati, but were then called Gomerites. Magog founded
those that were named Magogites after him, but who are

by the Greeks called Scythians. Now as to Javan and
Madai, the sons of Japheth, from Madai came the Madsei,

who are called Medes by the Greeks ; and from Javan Ionia
and all the Greeks come. Thobel founded the Thobeli,

who are now called Iberes ; and the Mosocheni were founded
by Mosoch ; they are now called Cappadocians, but a trace

of their ancient name still exists, for there is even now
among them a city called Mazaca,' which shows experts

that the entire nation was so called once. And Thiras
called those whom he ruled over Thires, but the Greeks
changed the name into Thracians. So many were the nations
that the sons of Jaj)heth founded. Of the three sons of

Gomer, Aschanazus founded the Aschanazi, who are now
called by the Greeks Ehegines, and Eiphath founded the
Riphatheans, now called Paphlagonians, and Thorgames
the Thorgameans, whom the Greeks determined to call

Phrygians. Of the three sons of Javan also, the son of

^ The Taurus range extends along the south coast of Asia Minor
from the iEgean sea to the present frontier of Persia.

^ The Amanus, now Giaour Dagk, runs southwards from the Taurus
to the Orontes.

' The river Don. * Cadis.
' Now Kaisariyeh, near Mount Argseus, in Asia Minor.
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Japheth. Elisas gave name to the Elisaeans, who were his
subjects, they are now the Cohans ; and Tharsus to the
Tharsians, for so was Cilicia ' of old called, the proof of
which is that the noblest city which they have, and a
metropolis also, is Tarsus,^ Tau being by change put
for Theta. Chethimus occupied the island Chetima,
now called Cyprus, and from it all islands, and most
maritime parts, are called Chethim by the Hebrews. My
proof is that one city in Cyprus has been able to pre-
serve its name, the one called Citium^ by the Greeks,
which has not very much deviated from its old name of
Chethim. And so many nations did the sons and grandsons
of Japheth occupy. Now when I have first stated what
perhaps the Greeks do not know, I will return to what I
have omitted. The names are spelled here after the manner
of the Greeks, to please my readers ; for our own language
does not so spell them : but the names in all cases are one
and the same : for the name we here spell Noeus, is there
Noah, and in every case is the same.

§ 2. The sons of Ham occupied the land from Syria
and Amanus, and the mountaius of Libanus ;

* seizing upon
all that was on its sea-coasts, and as far as the ocean appro-
priating it as their own. Some indeed of their names are

utterly lost, others changed or modified so as to be hardly
recognizable, but a few have retained their names intact.

For example, of the four sons of Ham, time has not
altered the name of Chusus ; for the Ethiopians, over whom
be reigned, are even at this day, both by themselves, and
by all men in Asia, called Chusaeans. The memory also of

the Mestraei is preserved in their name ; for all we who
inhabit that country call Egypt Mestre,' and the Egyptians
Mestraeans. Phutes also was the founder of Libya," and
called the inhabitants Phuti after himself. There is also

a river in the country of the Mauri, which bears that name

;

' Cilicia corresponds very nearly with the modern province of Adaiia,

at the south-east end of Asia Minor.
- Now Tcrsus. ' Close to Larnaca.
^ llount Lebanon.
' The name is still retained in the Arabic Misr.
^ The country west of Egypt : in Jewish War, vii. 11, § 1. Josephns

speaks of Libya Pentapolitana, that is of Cyrenaica; the five towns were
Cyrene, Berenice, Arsinoe, Ptolemais, and Apollonia.
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whence most of the Grreek historians mention that river,

and the adjoining country, by the appellation of Phute.
But the name it has now, Libya, has been given it from
one of the sons of Mestraim, who was called Libys. I

shall soon say why it was called Africa also. Canaan, the
fourth son of Ham, occupied the country now called

Judsea, and called it after his own name Canaan. Now
Chusus had six sons, Sabas who founded the Sabaeans, Evilas
who founded the Evilseans, who are now called G-aetuh,

Sabathas who founded the Sabatheni, now called by the
Greeks Astabari, Sabacathas who founded the Sabacatheni,
and Eegmus, who founded the Eegmseans, who had two
sons, one of whom, Judadas, founded the Judadseans, a
nation of the western Ethiopians, and left them his name,
as the other, Sabas, did to the Sabaeans ; but Nimrod, the
son of Chusus, stayed and was king at Babylon, as I
have already stated. Now all the sons of Mestraim,
beuig eight in mimber, occupied the country from Gaza ^

to Egypt, though it retained the name of one of them
only, Phylistinus, for the Greeks call his share Palestine.
As for the rest, Ludiim, Enemetiim, Labiim (who alone
inhabited Libya, and called the country after himself),
Nedim, Phethrosim, Chesloim, and Chepthorim, we know
nothing of them besides their names ; for the Ethiopic
war, which I shall describe hereafter, overthrew those
cities. The sons of Canaan were Sidon, who built a city

of the same name in Phoenicia, still also by the Greeks
called Sidon ;

^ Amathius, who inhabited Amathe,^ which is

even now called so by its inhabitants, although the Mace-
donians called it Epiphania, from one of their kings

;

Aradius, who occupied the island Aradus ;

* Arucseus, who
occupied Arce,' which is in Libanus. But for the seven
others, Chettaeus, Jebusseus, Amorrhaeus, Gergesaeus, Euaeus,
Asennaeus, and Samarseus,'' we have nothing in the sacred
books but their names, for the Hebrews overthrew their

' Now Ghuzzeh, on the sea-coast in southern Palestine.
^ Now Saida, on the coast south of Beirut.
^ The Hamath of the Bible ; now Hatna. in the valley of the Orontes.
* The Arvad of Ezek. xxvii. S-U ; now the island oi Ruad, off the

Syrian coast to the north of Tripoli.
' Now Tell 'Arka, not far from Tripoli.
' For the corresponding Biblical lists, see Genesis x.
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cities, their calamities coming upon them for the fol-

lowing reason.

§ 3. After the deluge, when the earth was restored to its

former condition, Noah set about its cultivation ; and having
planted it with vines, when the fruit was ripe he gathered
the grapes in their season, and when the wine was ready
for use, he offered sacriiice, and feasted, and got drunk,
and fell asleep, and lay nated in an indecent manner.
When his youngest son saw this, he laughed, and showed
his brothers, but they covered their father's nakedness.
And when Noah knew of it, he prayed for the prosperity

of his other sons, but for Ham, he did not curse him, by
reason of his nearness in blood, but cursed his posterity :

and as the rest of them escaped that curse, God inflicted

it on the children of Canaan. But as to these matters, I

shall speak more hereafter.

§ 4. Shem, the third son of Noah, had five sons, who
colonized Asia from the Euphrates to the Indian ocean.

For Elam left behind him the Elamites, the ancestors of the

Persians. Asshur founded the city of Nineveh,' and called

his subjects Assyrians, who enjoyed great prosperity.

Arphaxad called his subjects Arphaxadites, who are now
called Chaldseans. Aram was father of the Aramites, whom
the Greeks call Syrians, and Lud founded the Ludites, who
are now called Lydians. Of the four sons of Aram, Uz
founded Trachonitis'-' and Damascus, between Palestine and
Ccele-Syria.^ Ulus founded Armenia, G-atherus the Bac-

triani. Mesas the Mesansei, now called Spasini Charax.

Salah was the son of Arphaxad ; and his son was Heber,

after whom they originally called the Jews Hebrews. Heber
begat Joctan and Phalek : he was called Phalek, because

he was bom when the earth was divided, for Phalek in the

Hebrew tongue signifies division. Now Joctan, the other

son of Heber, had thirteen sons :—Elmodad, Saleph, Azer-

moth, Jerah, Adoram, Aizel, Declah, Ebal, Abimael,

Sabeus, Ophir, Evilates, and Jobab. They colonized from

' The ruins of Nineveh are on the Tigris, opposite Mosul.
" el-Lejah.
' The great valley between Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, now el-

Bu&d'a : the name sometimes included the country east of Anti-
Lebanon, and the Damascus district.
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Cophen, an Indian river, and parts of Aria adjoining to it.

Let this much suflSce for the sons of Shem.

§ 5. I will now treat of the Hebrews. The son of

Phalek, whose father was Heber, was Eagau ; whose son

was Serug, whose son was Nahor, whose son was Terah,

the father of Abraham, who was the tenth from Noah,
and was born in the two hundred and ninety-second year

after the deluge, for Terah begat Abraham in his seven-

tieth year. Nahor begat Terah, when he was one hundred
and twenty years old : Nahor was born to Serug in his

hundred and thirty-second year : Eagau had Serug at one
hundred and thirty ; at the same age also Phalek had
Eagau : Heber begat Phalek in his hundred and thirty-

fourth year ; he himseK being begotten by Salah, when he
was a himdred and thirty years old, whom Arphaxad begot

in the hundred and thirty-fifth year of his age. Arphaxad
was the son of Shem, and bom twelve years after the

deluge. Now Abraham had two brothers, Nahor and
Haran ; of these, Haran left a son. Lot, and daughters,

Sarah and Milchah, and died among the Chaldseans, in a
city of the Chaldees, called TJr,' and his tomb is shown to

this day. Nahor and Abraham married their nieces,

Nahor Milchah, and Abraham Sarah. Now Terah hating
Chaldsea, on account of his losing Haran there, they all

removed to Charran ' in Mesopotamia, where Terah died,

and was buried, when he had lived two hundred and five

years, for the life of man was already by degrees dimi-

nished, and became shorter, till the birth of Moses ; after

whom the term of human life was one hundred and twenty
years, God determining it to be that length ; which was
the age that Moses happened to lived to. Now Nahor had
eight sons by Milchah :—Uz, Buz, Kemuel, Chesed, Azau,
Pheldas, Jadelph, and Bethuel. These were all the legiti-

mate sons of Nahor: for Tebah, Gaham, Tavaus, and
Maachah, were born of Eeumah, his concubine. But
Bethuel, one of Nahor' s legitimate sons, had a daughter
Eebecca, and a son Laban.

' Now probably Mnghcir, on the right bank of the Euphrates, south
of Babylon.

'^ The Haran of Gen. xi. 31, &c. ; now Harrcm, between the Euphrates
and the Khabiir.
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CHAP. vn.

Sow Abraham our Forefather went out of the Land of the

Ghaldaans, and lived in the Land then called Canaan, hut
now Judaea.

§1-
TVTOW Abraham, liaving no legitimate son, adopted Lot,
-L ^ his brother Haran's son, and his wife Sarah's brother,

and left Chaldsea ' when he was seventy-five years old, at

the command of Grod removing to Canaan, and there he
dwelt himself, and left it to his posterity. He was a
person of great sagacity, both for understandiag all things,

and j)ersuading his hearers, and not mistaken in his infe-

rences. So he began to have higher notions of virtue than
others had, and determined to alter and change the opinion

all men then had concerning Grod ; for he was the first that

ventured to declare that there was but one God, the

Creator of the Universe ; and that of other things what-
ever contributed anything to the happiness of men, was
only according to his appointment, and not by its own
power. This he inferred from the changes on land and
sea, as well as those that happen to the sun, and moon,
and all the heavenly bodies, for if, he argued, those bodies

had power of their own, they would certainly make their

motions regular, but since they did not preserve such regu-

larity, they made it plain, that, so far as they co-operated to

our advantage, they did it not of their own power, but as

subservient to him that commanded them, to whom alone

we ought to pay honour and thanksgiving. For which
opinions, when the Chaldaeans, and other people of Meso-
potamia, raised a tumult against him, he thought it best

to leave that country ; and at the will, and by the assist-

ance of God, he dwelt in the land of Canaan : and when
he was settled there, he built an altar, and sacrificed to

God.

§ 2. Berosus mentions our father Abraham without
naming him, when he says thus :

—" In the tenth generation

after the flood, there was among the Chaldaeans a man,

^ The southern portion of Babylonia.
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just and great, and skilful in his knowledge of the

heavenly bodies." But Heeatseus does more than merely
mention him ; for he composed, and left behind him, a

book concerning him. And Nicolaus of Damascus, in the

fourth book of his History, says thus :
—" Abraham reigned

at Damascus, being a foreigner, who came with an army
out of the land above Babylon, called the land of the

Chaldseans ; but no long time after he departed and moved
from that country also, with his people, and went into the

land then called Canaan, but now Judaea, he and his

numerous posterity, whose history I shall relate in another

book. Now the name of Abraham is even stUl famous in

the country of Damascus ; and they show a village named
after him, The Habitation of Abraham."

CHAP. vin.

How, when there was a Famine in Canaan, Abraham went
thence into Egypt, and after he had continued there some
time, returned hach again.

. §
1-

SOME time after this, when a famine had seized upon
the land of Canaan, and Abraham heard that the

Egyptians were in a flourishing condition, he was disposed

to go down to them, both to partake of their plenty, and
to hear what their priests said concerning the gods ; in-

tending either to follow them if they had better notions

than he, or to convert them to a better way, if his own
notions proved the truest. And as he took Sarah with
him, and was afraid of the mad lust of the Egyptians
for women, lest the king should kill him on account

of his wife's great beauty, he contrived the following device.

He pretended to be her brother, and instructed her to say
the same, for he said it would be for their benefit. Now,
as soon as they came into Egypt, it happened to Abraham
as he supposed it would, for his wife's beauty was greatly

talked of ; for which reason Pharaoh, the king of Egypt,
would not be satisfied with what was reported of her, but
would needs see her himself, and intended to enjoy her

;
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but God but a stop to his unjust desires by illness and an
insurrection. And when he inquired of the priests, how
he might be freed from these calamities, they told him,
that they came from the wrath of God, on account of his

intention to outrage the stranger's wife. He then, in

fear, asked Sarah, Who she was ? and who it was that she
brought along with her ? And when he had found out the
truth, he made his excuses to Abraham, for, supposing her
to be his sister and not his wife, he had set his affections

on her, desiring an affinity with him by marrying her,

but not incited by lust to outrage her. He also made him
a large present in money, and gave him full liberty to

converse with the most learned among the Egyptians

:

from which converse his virtue and reputation became
more conspicuous than before.

§ 2. For whereas the Egyptians were addicted to diffe-

rent customs, and depreciated one another's usages, and
were very angry one with another on that account, Abra-
ham conferred with each of them, and examining the

reasoning they made use of to maintain their views, he
demonstrated that such reasoning was idle, and void of

truth. So he was admired by them in those conferences

as a very wise man, and able, when he discoursed on any
subject, not only to understand it, but to persuade other

men also to assent to him. He instructed them in arith-

metic, and delivered to them the science of astronomy
;

for, before Abraham came into Egypt, they were un-
acquainted with those branches of learning, for they were
imported from the Chaldaeans into Egypt, and from thence

to the Greeks also.

§ 3. As soon as Abraham returned to Canaan, he divided

the land between him and Lot, on account of the quarrels

of their shepherds concerning the land where they grazed.

So he gave Lot his option and choice, and took himself

what the other left, which were the skirts of the mountain
range, and dwelt in Hebron,' a city seven years ancienter

than Tanis ^ in Egypt. But Lot occupied the land in the

plain watered by the Jordan, not far from the city of

^ Now cl-Khulll, in the hill country south of Jerusalem.
^ The Zoan of the Bible; now San, near Lake Mensaleh, in Lower

Egypt.
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Sodom, wtich was then a fine city, but is now destroyed by

the will and wrath of God, the cause of which I shall show
in its proper place.

CHAP. IX.

The Reverse sustained hy the Sodomites at the Hand of
the Assyrians.

§1-

AT this time, when the Assyrians had the dominion over

Asia, the people of Sodom ' were in a flourishing con-

dition, both as to riches and the number of their youth.

There were five kings that ruled that country, Ballas,

Barsas, Senabar, and Sumobor, and the king of Bela ;
^ and

each king led his own troops ; and the Assyrians made
war upon them, and divided their army into four parts and
beleaguered them, and each part of their army too had
its own commander. In the battle that ensued, the As-
syrians were conquerors, and imposed a tribute upon the

kings of the Sodomites, who submitted to this slavery

twelve years, and so long continued to pay their tribute

:

but in the thirteenth year they rebelled, and then the army
of the Assyrians invaded them, under their commanders
Amarapsis, Arioch, Chedorlaomer, and Tidal. These kings

had laid waste all Syria, and overthrown the offspring of

the giants. And when they were come over against Sodom,
they pitched their camp in the vale called the Asphalt-pits,

for at that time there were pits in that jslace ; but now,

upon the destruction of the city of Sodom, that vale be-

came the Lake Asphaltitis,' as it is called ; however, con-

cerning this lake, I shall say .more presently. Now,
when the Sodomites joined battle with the Assyrians, the

fight was very stoutly contested, and many of them were
killed, and the rest carried away captive ; and among them
Lot, who had come to lieljj the Sodomites.

^ Sodom lay in the Jordan Valley, north of the Dead Sea. the site

has not been identified.

" Another name for Zoar. now perhaps Tell esh-Shaykur. near the

foot of the hills east of Jordan.
' The Dead Sea.



CHAP. X.J ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 95

CHAP. X.

Sow Abraham fought with the Assyrians, and overcame them,

and rescued the Sodomites who were Prisoners, and re-

covered from the Assyrians the Prey they had taken.

§1-

WHEN Abraham heard of their calamity, he was at

once afraid for Lot his kinsman, and pitied the
Sodomites, his friends and neighbours ; and thinking it

right to come to their aid, he did not delay, but made a

forced march, and the fifth night fell upon the Assyrians
near Dan ^ (for that is the name of one of the springs of the

Jordan) ; and before they could arm themselves, he slew

some in their beds, before they could suspect any harm
;

and others who were not yet gone to sleep, but were so

diTink they could not fight, ran away. And Abraham
pursued after them, till, on the second day, he drove them
all into Hobah,^ in the region of Damascus, showing that

victory does not depend on numbers and hands, but that

the zeal and mettle of soldiers overcome all odds, seeing

that he got the victory over so great an army with no
more than three hundred and eighteen of his servants, and
three of his friends ; whereas all those that had fled re-

turned home ingloriously.

§ 2. So Abraham, when he had rescued the Sodomites, who
had been taken captive by the Assyrians, and Lot also, his

kinsman, marched home in peace. And the king of Sodom
met him at a certain place, which they call The King's Dale,

where Melchisedek, king of the city of Salem,' received him.

His name signifies righteous king ; and such he was. with-

^ Now Tell el-Kddy, near Banids.
" According to Jewish tradition it is now JohCir, north of Damascus

;

according to Moslem tradition it is now Bmrch, to the north-west of

JobSr.
^ According to Josephus and the Jewish commentators Salem was

the same as Jerusalem ; the Samaritans identified it with Shunem, now
Solam, to the north of Jezreel ; and Jerome says that, in his dav, it

was a town of the same name near ScythopoMs, Beisdn.
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out dispute, insomuch that, on that account, he was made
priest of God : and Salem they afterwards called Jerusalem.
Now this Melchisedek supplied Abraham's army in a hospi-

table manner, and gave them provisions in abundance ; and
as they were feasting, he began to praise him, and to bless

God for subduing his enemies under him. And when
Abraham gave him the tenth part of the prey, he accepted
the gift. But when the king of Sodom desired Abraham to

take the remaining nine-tenths of the prey, only asking to

have those men restored to him whom Abraham had rescued

from the Assyrians, because they belonged to him, Abraham
would not have any more of the prey than what his servants

had eaten, and a portion for the friends that had shared
in the expedition. The first of them was called Eschol, the
second Enuer, and the third Mambres.

§ 3. And God commended his virtue, and said, " Thou
shalt not, however, lose the rewards thou hast deserved to

receive for thy glorious actions." He answered, " And
what advantage will it be to me to have such rewards,

when I have none to enjoy them after me ? " for he was
hitherto childless. And God promised that he should have

a son, and that his posterity should be very numerous, in-

somuch that their number should be like the stars. When
he heard that, he offered a sacrifice to God, as he com-
manded him. The manner of the sacrifice was this : he
took an heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three

years old, and a ram in like manner of three years old, and
a turtle-dove, and a pigeon : and, as he was enjoined, he
divided in the midst the beasts, but not the birds. Then,

before he built his altar, as birds of prey hovered upon the

carcases, smelling the blood, a divine voice came to him,

telling him that his posterity would have wicked neigh-

bours in Egypt for four hundred years ; during which time

they should be afflicted, but afterwards overcome their

enemies, conquer the Canaanites in war, and possess their

land and cities.

§ 4. Now Abraham dwelt near the oak called Ogyges,^ a
place in Canaan, not far from the city of Hebron. But

' The oak, or "terebinth" of Abraham, was at the ruin known as

Euinet el-Khuiil, not far from Hebron ; a church was afterwards built

at the spot by Cunstantiue.
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being uneasy at his wife's barreimess, lie entreated God to
grant him a son; and God exhorted him to be of good
cheer, and said that he would add to all the rest of the
benefits that he had bestowed upon him, ever since he led
him out of Mesopotamia, the gift of children. Accordingly
Sarah, at God's command, brought to his bed one of her
handmaidens, an Egyptian by race, in order to obtain
children by her : and when this handmaid was with child,

she ventured to affront Sarah, and play the queen, as if the
dominion were to come to a son to be born of her. But
when Abraham resigned her into the hand of Sarah to

punish her, she contrived to flee away, not being able to

bear Sarah's harshness to her : and she entreated God to

have compassion on her. And an angel of God met her, as
she was going on her way in the wilderness, and bade her
return to her master and mistress, for if she would be more
discreet she would be happier, for her present trouble only
came from her unfeeling arrogance to her mistress. He also

told her, that if she disobeyed God, and went on her way,
she would perish ; but if she returned back, she would be-

come the mother of a son, who should reign over that
country. To this she listened, and returned to her master
and mistress, and obtained forgiveness. A little while after-

wards she bare Ishmael, which may be interpreted heard
of God, because God had heard his mother's prayer.

§ 5. The forementioned son was born to Abraham when
he was eighty-six years old ; but when he was ninety-nine,

God appeared to him, and promised him, that he should
have a son by Sarah, and commanded that his name should
be Isaac ; and revealed to him, that from him should spring

great nations and kings, and that they should obtain all the

land of Canaan by war, from Sidon to Egypt. But he
charged him, in order to keep his posterity unmixed with

others, that they should be circumcised in the flesh of their

foreskin, and that this should be done on the eighth day
after they were bom. The reason of circumcision I shall

explain in another place. And on Abraham also inquiring

concerning Ishmael, whether he should live or not, God
signified to him, that he should live to be very old, and
should be the father of great nations. Abraham, therefore,

gave thanks to God for these blessings ; and then he, and



98 THE WORKS OF FLAYIUS JOSEPHTJS. [bOOK I.

all his household, and his son Ishmael, were circumcised

immediately ; the son being that day thirteen years of age,

and he ninety-nine.

CHAP. XI.

Sow God overthrew the Nation of the Sodomites, being wroth

against them for their Sins.

§1-.

ABOUT this tim.e, the Sodomites grew proud, on account

of their riches and great wealth : they were outrageous

to men, and impious to Grod, insomuch that they no longer

remembered his benefits, and hated strangers, and declined

all intercourse with them. Grod was therefore much dis-

pleased at them, and determined to punish them for their

pride, and to overthrow their city, and lay waste their

country, until there should neither plant nor fruit grow
in it.

§ 2. "When God bad thus resolved concerning the Sodom-
ites, Abraham, as he sat by the oak of Mambi-e ^ at the

door of his tent, saw three angels ; and thinking them to

be strangers, he rose up, and saluted them, and begged
them to put up at his abode, and accept of some refresh-

ment. And when they agreed, he ordered cakes of the

finest wheaten flour to be made at once, and he slew a calf,

and roasted it, and brought it to them, as they sat under
the oak. Now they made a show of eating, and also asked

him about his wife Sarah, where she was ? And when
he said, She was within, they said, They should come
again hereafter, and find her become a mother. Upon
which Sarah laughed, and said, that it was impossible she

should bear children, since she was ninety years of age,

and her husband was a hundred. Then they concealed

themselves no longer, but declared that they were angels

of Grod, and that one of them was sent to inform them
about their future son, and two to inform them of the

overthrow of the Sodomites.

' Now Sdmet el-KhuUl.
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§ 3. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved for the
Sodomites, and rose up, and besought G-od for them, and
entreated that he would not destroy the righteous and
good with the wicked. And when G-od replied, that there
was no good man among the Sodomites ; for if there were
but ten such men among them, he would not punish any of
them for their sins, Abraham held his peace. And the
angels came to the city of the Sodomites, and Lot entreated
them to accept of hospitality with him ; for he was very
kind to strangers, and had learned to imitate the goodness
of Abraham. Now when the Sodomites saw that the young
men were of beautiful countenances, and that to an extra-

ordinary degree, and that they took up their abode with
Lot, they thought of nothing but how to enjoy their beauty
by force and violence ; and when Lot exhorted them to
bridle their lust, and not to act indecently to the strangers,

but to have regard to their lodging in his house ; and pro-
mised, that if their inclinations could not be governed, he
would expose his daughters to their lust instead of the
strangers ; neither thus were they shamed out of their

wicked desires.

§ 4. But God was so much displeased at their audacious
wickedness, that he smote the men with blindness, so

that they could not find the entrance into the house, and
condemned the Sodomites to universal destruction. And
Lot, upon God's informing him of the impending destruc-

tion of the Sodomites, went away, taking with him his wife

and two daughters, who were still virgins ; for those that

were betrothed ^ to them were above the thoughts of going
away, and deemed Lot's warning absurd. God then cast a

thunderbolt upon the city, and set it on fire with its in-

habitants ; and laid waste the country all round with
similar burning, as I formerly said, when I wrote the

Jewish War.^ But Lot's wife, continually turning back to

view the city as she went from it (being too nicely inquisi-

tive what would become of it), although God had forbidden

' These sons^n-law to Lot, as they are called, Gen. xix. 12-14,

might be so called because they were betrothed to Lot's daughters,

though not yet married to them. See the note on Antiq. xiv. 13,

§ 1.—W.
2 Jewish War, iv. 8, § 4.—W.
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her to look back, -was changed into a pillar of salt
:

' I have

seen it, for it remains still. But Lot and his daughters

fled to a certain small place on the verge of the fire, and

settled in it : it is to this day called Zoar,'^ for that is the

word which the Hebrews use for a small thing. There he

lived a life of hardship from want of company, and dearth

of provisions.

§ 5. And his daughters thinking that all mankind were

destroyed, lay with their father, taking care not to be per-

ceived. This they did, that the human race might not utterly

fail. And they bore sons : the son of the elder was named
Moab, which denotes a son by a father ; the younger bore

Ammon, which name denotes a son by a kinsman. The

former was the founder of the Moabites, who are even still

a great nation; the latterwasthefounder of the Ammonites

;

both dwell in Coele-Syria.^ Such then was the departure

of Lot from among the Sodomites.

CHAP. XII.

Concerning Ishmael, the Son of Abraham ; and his Posterity

the Arabians.

§ 1-

ABEAHAM now removed to G-erar * in Palestine, taking

Sarah with him as his sister, using the like dissimu-

lation that he had used before out of fear. For he was
afraid of Abimelech, the king of that country, who also

himself fell in love with Sarah, and was disposed to seduce

her ; but was restrained from satisfying his lust by a

dangerous illness, which befell him from God. Now when
his physicians gave him up, he had a dream warning him

' This pillar of salt was, we see here, standing in the days of Josephus,

and he had seen it. That it was standing then, is also attested to by
Clement of Rome, contemporary with Josephus ; as also that it was so

in the next century, is attested by Irenteus.—W.
' Now probably Tell esh-Shagiir, north of the Dead Sea, at the foot

of the hills east of Jordan.
' Now el-Bakd'a.
* Now the ruin Umm Jerrar, six miles south of Gaza.
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not to outrage the stranger's wife ; and when he recovered,

he told his friends that Grod had inflicted his illness upon
him by way of punishment for his injury to the stranger,

and in order to preserve the chastity of his wife, for he did

not take her with him as his sister, but as his legitimate

wife ; and that G-od had promised to be gracious to him for

the time to come, if this person was secure of his wife's

chastity. When he had said this, he sent for Abraham at

the advice of his friends, and bade him not be concerned

any longer about his wife's chastity ; for God took care of

him, and it was by his providence that he received his wife

back intact. And he appealed to G-od, and to his wife's

conscience, that he would have had no inclination for her

at all, if he had known she was married, but since, said he,

thou leddest her about as thy sister, I was guilty of no crime.

He also entreated him to be at peace with him, and to

make G-od propitious to him ; and said if he thought fit to

continue with him, he should have what he wanted in

abundance ; but if he preferred to go away, he should

have an escort and whatever he came to him for. On his

saying this, Abraham told him, that his claim of kiadred

to his wife was no lie, because she was his brother's

daughter ; and that he did not think himself safe in his

travels -without this sort of dissimulation ; and that he was
not the cause of his illness, but was only solicitous for his

o-wTi safety : he said also, that he was ready to stay -svith

him. Whereupon Abimelech assigned him land and money,

and they covenanted to live together -without guile, and
took an oath at a certain well called Beersheba,^ which may
be interpreted. The well of the oath : and so it is called by
the people of the country unto this day.

§ 2. Not long after Abraham had a son by Sarah, as God
had foretold to him, whom he named Isaac, which signifies

laughter. And indeed he so called him, because Sarah

laughed when God ^ said that she should bear a son, she

^ Now Bir es-Seb'a.
^ It is well worth observation, that Josephus here calls the principal

angel, who appeared to Abraham, and foretold the birth of Isaac,

directly God ; which language of Josephus here, prepares us to believe

those other expressions of his, that JeaiiS was a wise man, if it be lawful

to call him a man, Antiq. xviii. 3, § 3, and of God the Word, iu his

Homily concerning Hades, may be both genuine.—W.
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not expecting such a thing, as being past the age of child-

bearing, for she was ninety years old, and Abraham a hun-
dred ; so that their son was born to them in the last year

of each of those numbers. And they circumcised him upon
the eighth day : and since that time the Jews observe the

custom of circumcising their sons after so many days. But
the Arabians circumcise after the thirteenth year, because

Ishmael, the founder of their nation, the son of Abraham
by the concubine, was circumcised at that age. And of

him I shall now give a full account with great exactness.

§ 3. Sarah at first loved Ishmael, the son of her hand-
maid Hagar, with an affection not inferior to that of her

own son, for he was brought up as the future head of the

family. But after the birth of Isaac, she was not willing

that Ishmael should be brought up with him, as being too

old for him, and able to do him a mischief when their

father should be dead ; she therefore urged Abraham to

send him and his mother to some distant country. Now,
at first, he did not agree to what Sarah was so zealous

for, and thought it the greatest barbarity to send away a
young child and a woman without necessaries ; but at

length he agreed to it, because God was pleased with what
Sarah insisted on, so he handed over Ishmael to his

mother, as not yet able to go by himself, and commanded
her to take a skin of water and a loaf of bread, and so to

depart, making necessity her guide. But as soon as her

necessary provisions failed, she found herself in an evil

case ; and when the water was almost spent, she laid the

young child, who was ready to expire, under a fir-tree, and
went on a little further, that so he might not die in her

presence. But an angel of God met her, and poiated out

a well hard by, and bade her take care and bring up the

child, for she should be very happy in the preservation of

Ishmael. She then took courage from what was promised
her, and meeting with some shepherds, by their care escaped*

from her piteous plight.

§ 4. When the lad grew up to man's estate he married
an Egyptian wife, of the same nationality as his mother.

By her he had twelve sons, Nabaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Massa-
mas, Idumas, Masmas, Masses, Chodad, Thenian, Jetur,

Naphaesus, Cedmas. They inhabited all the country from



CHAP. XIII.J ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 103

the Euphrates to the Eed Sea, and called it Nabatene.

They have handed down their names to the Arab nation

and tribes, both because of their own prowess, and the

fame of Abraham.

CHAP. xm.

Concerning Isaac, the legitimate Son of Abraham.

§1-

NOW his father Abraham greatly loved Isaac, as being

his only begotten son, and given to him on the

threshold of old age by the gift of God. The child also en-

deared himself to his parents still more by the exercise of

every virtue, adhering to his duty to his parents, and being

zealous in the worship of God. Abraham also placed all

his happiness in the prospect, that, when he should die, he
should leave his son in a secure condition ; which accord-

ingly he obtained by the will of God : who, being desirous

to make an experiment of Abraham's religious disposition

towards himself, appeared to him and enumerated all the

blessings he had bestowed on him ; how he had made him
superior to his enemies ; and how his son Isaac, who was
the principal part of his present happiness, was derived

from him ; and asked him to offer up to him this son of

his as a sacrifice and victim. He bade him take him to

Mount Moriah, and build an altar there, and offer him for

a burnt-offering upon it ; for that would best manifest

his religious disposition towards him if he preferred what

was pleasing to God to the preservation of his own son.

§ 2. Now Abraham thought it was not right to disobey

God in anything, but to serve him ia every circumstance

of life, since all living creatures owe their life to his provi-

dence and bounty. So concealing this command of God,

and his own intention to slay his son, from his wife, as also

from every one of his servants, otherwise he might have

been hindered from obeying God, he took Isaac and
two of his servants, and laded an ass with whatever was
necessary for a sacrifice, and started for the mountain.

Now the servants went along with him two days ; but on
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the third day, as soon as he descried the mountain, he left

them in the plain, and taking his son alone with him, went

to the mountain. It was the mountain upon which king

David afterwards fixed the site of the temple. Now they

had brought with them everything necessary for a sacrifice,

excepting the victim. And as Isaac, who was twenty-five

years old, was preparing the altar, he asked liis father,

" What he was about to offer, since there was no victim '?

"

to which he answered, " That Grod would provide one for

them, he being able to make a plentiful provision for men
even out of non-existing things,' and to deprive others of

what they already have, when they put too much trust in

them; so, if Grod pleased to be present and propitious

at the sacrifice, he would provide him a victim."

§ 3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and Abraham
had laid the wood in order on it, and all things were

ready, he said to his son, " My boy, I poured forth to God
ten thousand prayers that I might have you for ray son :

and when you came into the world, I paid the greatest

attention to your education, nor did I deem myself happy
in anything more than in the prospect of seeing you grow
up to man's estate, and leaving you at my death the

successor to my dominion ; but since it was by God's will

that I became your father, and it is now his will that I

relinquish you, bear this consecration to God with a noble

mind ; for I resign you to God, who has thought fit now
to claim this honour for himself, on account of the favours

he hath conferred on me in being to me a supporter and
defender. And as your birth was extraordinary, so your

leaving the world wiU be also, being solemnly offered to

God, the father of all, by your own father as a sacrifice. I

take it he thinks you worthy to die neither by disease, nor

in war, nor by any of those casualties by which death

usually comes upon men, but so that he will receive your
soul with prayers and sacrifice, and will place you near to

himself, and you will there be a succourer and sui)j)orter to

me in my old age, for which end I chiefly educated you,

supplying me with God instead of yourself."

§ 4. Now Isaac was of such a noble disposition, as be-

' For Kal I conjecture km with confidence.
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came the son of such a father, and was pleased with his

words, and said, " That he was not worthy to be bom at

all, if he should reject the determiuation of God and of his

father, and should not resign himself up readily to both
their wiUs, since it would have been unjust if he had not

obeyed, even if his father alone had so resolved." So he
went immediately to the altar to be sacrificed. And the

deed would have been done, if God had not stopped it : for

he called loudly to Abraham by his name, and forbade him
to slay his son ; and said that it was not out of a desire

for human blood that he had commanded him to slay his

son, nor did he wish to act so impiously as to take away
the son he had given him, but only to try the temper of his

mind, whether he would obey such a command. Since,

therefore, he was now satisfied of his zeal and excessive

piety, he was delighted in having bestowed such blessings

upon him ; and that he would not be wanting in all sort

of concern about him, and in honouring his race ; and
that his son should live to a very great age, and should

have a happy life, and bequeath large possessions to sons,

who should be good and legitimate. He foretold also

that his family should become many nations, and be very

wealthy, and that the patriarchs of the family should

leave behind them an everlasting name ; that they should

obtain the possession of the land of Canaan by war, and
be envied by all men. When God had said this, he pro-

duced to them a ram, that they had not noticed before, for

the sacrifice. So Abraham and Isaac, being restored to

one another beyond their hopes, and having obtained

promises of such great blessings, embraced one another,

and when they had sacrificed, returned to Sarah, and lived

happily together, God affording them his assistance in all

things they desired.
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CHAP. XIV.

Concerning Sarah, Abraham's Wife, and hoiv she ended

her Bays.

§1-

NOW Sarah died a little while after, having lived one

hundred and twenty-seven years. They buried her

in Hebron, the Canaanites publicly allowingthem a burying-

place, a piece of ground which Abraham bought for four

hundred shekels of Ephron, an inhabitant of Hebron. And
both Abraham and his descendants built themselves sepul-

chres in that place.

CHAP XV.

How the Nation of the Troglodytes sprang from Abraham's
Marriage with Keturah.

§1-

ABRAHAM after this married Keturah, by whom he

had six sons, industrious and clever : Zambran, and
.Tazar, and Madan, and Madiau, and Josobak, and Suus.

Now the sons of Suus were Sabathan and Dadan. The
sons of Dadan were Latusim, and Assur, and Luom. The
sons of Madian were Ephas, Ophren, Anoch. Bbidas, and
Eldas. Now Abraham contrived to settle all these sons

and grandsons in colonies ; and they took possession of

Troglodytis,^ and the country of Arabia Felix, ^ as far as the

Eed Sea. It is related of this Ophren, that he made war
against Libya and occupied it, and that his grandchildren,

who inhabited it, called it from his name Africa. And,
indeed, Alexander Polyhistor bears me out in the following

passage :
" Cleodemus, the prophet, who was also called

Malchus, who wrote a History of the Jews, in agreement

' Apparently the district to tlie south of Petra ; see Antiq. ii. 11,

§ 1. where Jethro's daughters are alluded to as being in the country

of the Troglodites.
^ According to Josepbus, Antiq. xiv. 1, § 4, Arabia bordered on the

province of Judiea.
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with the History of Moses their legislator, relates that
there were several sons born to Abraham by Keturah : nay,
he names three of them, Apher, and Surim, and Japhran.
He says that from Surim the land of Assyria ' got its name,
and that from the other two, Apher and Japhran, the
town of Aphra and the country of Africa got named ; and
that they helped Hercules when he fought against Libya
and Antseus ; and that Hercules married Aphra's daughter,
and by her had a son Didorus, whose son was Sophon,
from whom the barbarous people called Sophacians got
their name."

CHAP. XVI.

Hoiv Isaac took Behekah to Wife.

§1-

NOW when Abraham, the father of Isaac, had resolved

to get Eebekah, the granddaughter of his brother

Nahor, for a wife to his son Isaac, who was now about
forty years old, he sent the oldest of his servants to betroth

her, after he had obliged him to give him the strongest

assurances of his fidelity. Which assurances were given

in the following manner:—They put each other's hands
under each other's thighs ; and then called upon God to

witness what should be done. He also sent presents to

those that were there, that were valuable because either

rarely or never seen in that country. The servant did not

get there under a considerable time ; for Mesopotamia ^

is a difficult country to travel in, in winter for the depth

of the clay, and ia summer for want of water, and also

for the bands of robbers there, only to be avoided by
travellers by great precaution beforehand. However, the

servant got safely to Haran.^ And when he was in the

suburbs, he met several maidens going to the water ; he
therefore prayed to God that Eebekah might be one of

' To the north of Babylonia ; the country round Mosul.
^ The Aram Naharaim of Gen. xxiv. 10 ; the northern part of the

country between the Euphrates and Tigris.
^ Harran.
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them whom Abraham had sent him to betroth to his son,

in case his will were that this marriage should come about,
and that she might be made known to him by this sign,

that while others denied him water to drink, she should
offer it.

§ 2. With this intention he went to the well, and asked
the maidens to give him some water to drink. But while
the others refused, saying they wanted to take it home,
and not to supply him (for the water was not drawn up
without some difficulty), one only of them all rebuked
them for their peevish behaviour towards the stranger,

and said, " What is there that you will ever communicate to

anybody, who will not so much as give the man some
water ? " She then offered him water in an obliging manner.
And now he began to hope that aU would go well, but
desiring still to know the truth, he commended her for her
generosity and good nature, that she did not hesitate to

supply water to those that wanted it, though it cost her
some pains to draw it ; and asked who were her parents,
and wished them joy of such a daughter ; and " may they
marry you," added he, " to their satisfaction, into the family
of a good husband, to bear him legitimate children." Nor
did she disdain to satisfy his inquiries, but told him about
her family. " They," says she, " call me Eebekah, my father
was Bethuel, but he is dead, and Laban is my brother, who
with my mother takes care of all our family affairs, and is

the guardian of my virginity." When the servant heard
this, he was very glad at what had happened, and at what
was told him, perceiving that Grod had thus plainly
directed his journey ; and producing a necklace, and some
other ornaments which were becoming for virgins to wear,
he gave them to the damsel, by way of acknowledgment,
and as a reward for her kindness in giving him water to

drink ; sajring it was but just that she should have them,
because she was so much more obliging than any of the
rest. He asked also that he might come and lodge with
them, since the approach of night allowed him not to pro-
ceed further. And producing his precious ornaments for
women, he said he could trust them to none more safely,

than to such as she had showed herself to be ; and that he
believed he might guess at the kindliness of her brother and
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mother, from the virtue he found in her, that they would
not object to take him in, for he would not be burdensome,
but would pay for his lodging, and live at his own expense.

To which she replied, that he guessed rightly as to the

kindliness of her parents ; but chided him for suspecting

them of meanness, for he should be at free cost. But she

said she would first inform her brother Laban, and, if he
gave his consent, she would conduct him in.

§ 3. As soon then as his consent was got, she introduced

the stranger ; and as for his camels, the servants of Laban
took them and looked after them, and he was himself

brought into supper by Laban. And, after supper, he
said to him, and to the mother of the damsel, " Abraham
is the son of Terah, and a kinsman of yours, for Nahor,
the grandfather of these children, was the brother of

Abraham by the same father and mother ; upon which
account he hath sent me to you, being desirous to take this

damsel for his son to wife. He is his legitimate son, and
is brought up as his only heir. He could indeed have had
the richest of all the women in that country for him, but

he would not have his son marry any of them ; but out of

regard to his own relations, he desired to match him. here,

whose affection and inclination I would not have you
despise ; for it was by the good pleasure of G-od that

other things happened in my journey, and that I found
your daughter and house. For when I was near to

the city I saw several maidens coming to the well, and I

prayed that I might meet with this damsel, which came to

pass accordingly. Do you therefore ratify that marriage,

which has been already sanctioned by divine interposition
;

and show the respect you have for Abraham, who hath

sent me with so much soheitude, by giving your consent

to the marriage of this damsel." And they understood it

to be the will of G-od, for they greatly approved of the

offer, and sent their daughter as was desired. And Isaac

married her, the inheritance being now come to him ; for

the sons of Abraham by Keturah were gone to their

colonies.
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CHAP. XVII.

Concerning the Death of Abraham.

§1-

A LITTLE while after this Abraham died. He was a
man of iiicom.parable virtue, and honoured by God as

his piety deserved. He lived one hundred and seventy-five

years, and was buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by
their sons Isaac and Ishmael.

CHAP. XVIII.

Concerning the Sons of Isaac, Esau and Jacob, and their

Birth and Brhiging-up.

§1-

NOW Isaac's wife proved with child, after the death of

Abraham, and as she was very big, Isaac was anxious,

and inquired of God ; who told him that Eebekah should bear
twins, and that two nations should take the names of those

sons, and that he who seemed the lesser should excel the big-

ger. Accordingly she, in a little time, as God had foretold,

bare twins, the elder of whom from his head to his feet

was very hairy, but the younger took hold of his heel as

they were in the birth. Now the father loved the elder,

who was called Esau, or Seir, a name agreeable to his

hairiness, which the Hebrews called Seir ; but the younger,
Jacob, was best beloved by his mother.

§ 2. And when there was a famine in the land, Isaac

resolved to go into Egypt, the land there being good ; but
he went instead to Gerar, for so God commanded him.
Here Abimelech the king received him, because Abraham
had formerly been his guest and friend. And at first he
treated him very kindly, but he was hindered from
continuing in the same disposition to the end by envy

;

for when he saw that God was with Isaac, and took such
great care of him, he drove him out of his kingdom. And
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he, seeing how envy had changed the temper of Abimelech,
retired to a place called The Valley, not far from G-erar :

'

and as he was digging a well, the king's shepherds
fell upon him, and began to fight, in order to hinder the
work ; and because he did not desire to contend, the shep-
herds seemed to get the better of him. And he retired

still further, and dug another well ; and when certain other
shepherds of Abimelech began to offer him violence, he left

that also, and still retired ; thus purchasing security to

himself by rational prudence. At length accident^ per-

mitting him to dig a well without disturbance, he named
this well Eehoboth,^ which denotes room ; and of the former
wells, one was called Escon, which denotes strife, the other
Sitenna, which signifies enmity.

§ 3. And now Isaac's affairs were in a floiuishing con-

dition from his great riches. So Abimelech, thinking
Isaac throve in opposition to him, while their living to-

gether made them suspicious of each other, and Isaac's

retiring seemed to show a secret enmity also, was afraid

that his former friendship with Isaac would not secure

him, if Isaac should endeavour to revenge the injuries he
had formerly sustained, so he renewed his friendship with
him, and brought with him Phicol, one of his generals.

And when he had obtained everything he desired owing
to Isaac's good nature, who preferred the earlier friend-

ship Abimelech had showed to himself and his father to his

later wrath, he returned home.

§ 4. Now when Esau, the favourite son of Isaac, was
forty years old, he married Adah, the daughter of

Helon, and Alibamah, the daughter of Esebeon, who were
men of great rank among the Canaanites, thereby taking

upon himself the sole responsibility for his marriage, with-

out asking the advice of his father ; for had Isaac been
consulted, he would not have given him leave to marry
thus, for he was not pleased with contracting any affinity

with the people of that country ; but not wishing to incur

his son's hatred by commanding him to put away those

wives, he resolved to be silent.

' The valley not far from G-erar, Umm Jerrar, is supposed to lie

between Euheibeh, Behoboth, and Khalasa, Elusa.
^ Reading tov avTo/xaTov. ' Buheibeh.
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§ 5. But when he was old, and could not see at all, he
called Esau to him, and told him, that besides his blind-

ness, and the disorder of his eyes, his old age hindered him
from the worship of G-od ; he bade him therefore to go out

a hunting, and when he had caught as much venison as

he could, to make him a meal, that after it he might make
suppHcation to Grod to support and assist him during the

whole of his Ufe, saying, that it was uncertain when he
should himself die, and that he was desirous, by his prayers

for him, to procure beforehand the favour of God for

him.

§ 6. Accordingly Esau went out a hunting. But Ee-
bekah, thinking to obtain the favour of God for Jacob,

and that against the wish of Isaac, bade him kill some kids

of the goats, and prepare a meal of them. So Jacob obeyed
his mother, according to all her instructions. Now when
the meal was got ready, he took a goat's skin and put it

about his arm, that, by reason of its hairiness, he might
be believed by his father to be Esau : for they, being twins,

and in all things else aKke, differed only in this respect.

This he did out of fear, lest before his father made his

supplications, he should be detected in his guile, and pro-

voke his father to curse him instead of bless him. So he
brought in the meal to his father. Isaac, perceiving by
the peculiarity of his voice who he was, called his son to

him, who gave him his hand, which was covered with a

goat's skin. When Isaac felt that, he said, " Thy voice is

like the voice of Jacob, yet, because of the thickness of thy
hair, thou seemest to be Esau." So, suspecting no deceit,

he ate the meal, and betook himself to prayers and inter-

cession with God ; and said, " O Lord of all ages, and
creator of aU substance ; for it was thou that didst give to

my father great plenty of good things, and hast vouchsafed

to bestow on me what I have, and hast promised to my
posterity to be their kind supporter, and to bestow on
them still greater blessings : do thou therefore confirm

these thy promises, and do not overlook me because of my
present weak condition, on account of which I the more
need thy help. Be gracious to this my son ; and preserve
him, and keep him from everything that is evil. Grive

him a happy life, and the possession of as many good
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things as thy power is able to bestow. Make him terrible

to his enemies, and honoured and beloved by his friends."

§ 7. Thus did Isaac pray to Grod, thinking his prayers

had been made for Esau ; and he had but just iinished

them, when Esau came in from hunting. And when Isaac

perceived his mistake, he was silent : but Esau asked that

he might obtain the like blessing from his father that

his brother had got; but his father refused, because
all his prayers had been expended upon Jacob : so Esau
bitterly grieved over the mistake. So his father being
moved at his weeping, said, that he should excel in hunt-
ing, and strength of body, and in arms, and in all his

actions, and should obtain glory for ever on those accounts,

he and his posterity after him, but still should serve his

brother.

§ 8. Now his mother delivered Jacob, when he was afraid

that his brother would take vengeance on him because of

the mistake about the prayers of Isaac, for she persuaded

her husband to take a wife for Jacob of her own kindred

out of Mesopotamia, Esau having married already Basem-
math, the daughter of Ishmael, without his father's con-

sent, for the fact that Isaac did not like the Canaanites, so

that he disapproved of Esau's former marriages, made him
take Basemmath to wife, in order to please him, and also

because he was very much m love with her.

CHAP. XIX.

Concerning Jacob's Flight into Mesopotamia, by reason of

the fear he was in of his Brother ; and how he Married

there, and had Twelve Sons, and returned to Canaan.

§1-

NOW Jacob was sent by his mother into Mesopotamia

to marry her brother Laban's daughter (which mar-

riage was permitted by Isaac, on account of his com-

plaisance to the wishes of his wife), and he journeyed

through the land of Canaan; and because he hated the

people of that country, he would not lodge with any of
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them, but took up his lodging in the open air, and laid his

head on a heap of stones that he had gathered together.

And he saw in his sleep the following vision close to him :

he seemed to see a ladder, that reached from earth to

heaven, and persons descending down it, that seemed more
excellent than human ; and at last Grod himself stood above
it, and was plainly visible to him, and, calling him by his

name, spoke to him in these words :

—

§ 2. "0 Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the son of

a good father, and grandson of one who obtained a great

reputation for his eminent virtue, to be dejected at thy j)re-

sent circumstances, but to hope for better times, for thou
shalt have great abundance of all good things by my assist-

ance : for I brought Abraham hither out of Mesopotamia,
when he was driven away by his kinsmen, and I made thy

father a happy man, nor will I bestow less hapj)iness on
thyself. Be of good courage, therefore, and under my
conduct proceed on thy journey, for the intended mar-
riage shall take place. And thou shalt have noble sons,

and their descendants shall be innumerable, and they
shall leave what they have to a still more numerous pos-

terity, to whom, and to whose posterity, I give the domi-
nion of all the land, and they shall fill the entire earth

and sea that the sun looks on. And do not thou fear

any danger, nor be afraid of the many labours thou must
undergo, for by my providence I will direct thee what thou
art to do in the time present, and still more in the time to

come."

§ 3. Such things did Grod foretell to Jacob : whereupon
he became very joyful at what he had seen and heard, and
poured oil on the stones, because on them the prediction of

such great benefits was made. He also vowed a vow, that
he would offer sacrifice upon them, if he could get his living

and returned safe : and if he came again in peace, he would
give the tenth of what he had got to G-od. He also jiidged
the place to be honourable, and gave it the name Bethel,'
which in Greek signifies House of God.

§ 4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mesopotamia,
and at length came to Haran ; and meeting with shepherds

' Now Beit'm. nine and a half miles north of Jerusalem.
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in the suburbs, and youths and maidens sitting by a cer-

tain well, he stayed with them, as if desirous to drink

;

and beginning a conversation with them, he asked them,
whether they knew anyone called Laban, and whether he
was still alive ? And they all said they knew him, for he
was not such a person as to be unknown to any of them

;

and that his daughter fed her father's flock together
with them ; and that indeed they wondered that she was
not yet come, "for from her," said they, " you may learn
more exactly whatever you desire to know about the
family." As they were saying this, the damsel came up
accompanied by some shepherds. They then showed her
Jacob, and told her that he was a stranger who came to

enquire about her father. And she, pleased, after the cus-

tom of children, with Jacob's coming, asked him who he
was ? and whence he came to them ? and by what necessity

he had been moved to come there ? She also hoped it

might be in their power to supply his wants.

§ 5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not so much by their

relationship or the affection which might arise thence, as

by his love to the damsel, and his surprise at her beauty,

which was so great that few of the women of that age could

equal it. He said at last, " There is a relationship between
us older than either of our births, if you are the daughter

of Laban, for Abraham, as well as Haran and Nahor, was
the son of Terah. And Bethuel your grandfather was the

son of Nahor. Isaac my father was the son of Abraham
and of Sarah, who was the daughter of Haran. But there

is a nearer and later pledge of relationship which we bear

to one another, for my mother Rebekah was own sister to

Laban your father, so we are first cousins. And I am now
come to salute you all, and to renew our relationship."

And she, remembering she had heard a good deal from her

father about Eebekah (as young people are likely to hear

familv history), and knowing that her parents loved her

name, in her filial love wept and embraced Jacob, and
after this affectionate greeting told him, that he brought

the most desirable and greatest pleasure to her father, and
indeed all their family ; as for her father, he was always
mentioning his mother, and always thinking of her, " this,"

she added, " will make thee equal in his eyes to any advan-
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tage whatever." Then she bade him go at once to her father,

and follow her while she conducted him to him ; and not

to deprive him of such a pleasure by loitering on the way
any longer.

§ 6. When she had said this, she brought him to Laban

;

and, being owned by his uncle, he felt secure himseK as

being among friends, and brought a great deal of pleasure

to them by his unexpected arrival. And not many days
afterwards Laban told him, that he could not express

in words the joy he had at his coming ; but still he en-

quired of him the reason of his coming, and why he left

his aged mother and father, when they wanted all his care

and attention ; he said also that he would afford him aU
the assistance he wanted. Then Jacob gave him an accoxmt
of the whole reason of his journey, and told him, " That
Isaac had two sons that were twins, himself and Esau ; and
that Esau, because he lost his father's prayers, which by
his mother's wisdom were offered up for him, sought to kill

him, as being deprived of the kingdom which was to be given
him by God, and of the blessings for which their father

prayed ; and that this was the reason of his coming hither,

as his mother had commanded him to do ; for we are all

(says he) brethren one to another, and my mother prefers

my marrying into your family rather than into one of the

families of Canaan, so I look upon you and God to be my
supporters in my new home, and think myself safe in my
present circumstances."

§ 7. Then Laban promised to treat him with all kind-

ness, on account of his ancestors, and particularly for

the sake of his mother, towards whom, he said, he would
show his love, even though she was absent, by taking care

of him ; for he assured him he would make him overseer

over his flocks, and give him authority sufficient for that

purpose ; and, should he have a mind to return to his

parents, he would send him back with presents, and such
honour as the nearness of their relationship demanded.
This Jacob heard gladly; and said he would willingly

undergo any labour to please him while he tarried with
him, but asked as his wages the hand of Eachel, who was
esteemed by him not only on other accounts, but also be-

cause she was the means of his coming to him (for he was
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forced by love for the damsel to make this proposal).
Laban was well pleased with these terms, and consented to

give the damsel to him, as not desirous to meet with any
better son-in-law ; and said he would do this, if he would
stay with him some time, for he was not wilUng to send
his daughter to be among the Canaanites, for he repented
of having married his sister there. And when Jacob had
given his consent to this, it was agreed he should stay seven
years ; for so many years he had to serve his father-in-law,

that, having thus given a specimen of his virtue, it might
be better known what sort of a man he was. And Jacob
accepting of his terms, when the time had expired, Laban
made the wedding-feast ; and, when it was night, without
Jacob's perceiving it, he put his other daughter into bed to

him, who was not only older than Eachel, but of no comely
countenance : Jacob lay with her that night, being in drink,

and misled by the dark. However, when it was day, he
knew what had been done to him ; and he reproached
Laban for the wrong done to him ; who asked pardon for

that necessity which forced him to do what he did ; for he
had not given him Leah out of any ill design, but overcome
by a weighty reason ;

'^ that, notwithstanding this, nothing

need hinder him from marrying Eachel ; for, when he had
served another seven years, he would give him her whom
he loved. Jacob submitted to this condition, for his love

to the damsel did not permit him to do otherwise ; and
when another seven years were gone by he had Eachel to

wife.

§ 8. Now each of these had handmaids given them by their

father. Zilpah was handmaid to Leah, and Billiah to Eachel

;

theywerebyno means slaves,^butsubject to their mistresses.

Now Leah was sorely troubled at her husband's passionate

love to her sister, and expected she herself would be better es-

teemed if she bore him children : so she entreated Grod per-

' I suppose that alleged in Genesis, xxix. 26.

^ Here we h,ave the difference between slaves for life, and servants,

such as we now hire for a time, agreed upon on both sides, and dis-

missed again after the time contracted for is over. Accordingly, when
the Apostolical Constitution forbids a clergyman to marry perpetiud

servants, or slaves, b. vi. ch. xvii., it is meant only of the former sort : as

we learn elsewhere from the same Constitutions, ch. xlvii. can. Ixxxii.

—W.
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petually : and, when she had home a son, and her husband
paid a little more attention to her on that account, she
named her son Eeuben, because G-od had had mercy upon
her, for that is the signification of this name. After some
time she bore three more sons : Simeon, which name signifies

that God had hearkened to her prayer ; Levi, which means
confirmer of union ; and Judah, which denotes thanks-
giving. But Eachel, fearing lest the fruitfulness of her
sister should make herself enjoy a lesser share of Jacob's
affections, put to bed to him her handmaid Bilhah. By her
Jacob had Dan ; one may interpret that name in the G-reek

tongue a divine judgment ; and after him Nephthalim,
which means unconquerable in stratagem, since Eachel tried

to conquer the fruitfulness of her sister by this stratagem.

But Leah took the same method, and used a counter-stra-

tagem to that of her sister, for she put to bed to Jacob her
own handmaid. So he had by ZUpah a son, whose name was
Gad, which may be interpreted fortuitous ; and after him
Asher, which may be said to signify enviable, because he
added glory to Leah. Now Reuben, the eldest son of
Leah, brought some apples of the mandrake to his mother.
When Eachel saw them, she desired that she would give

her them, for she longed to eat them ; but when she re-

fused, and bade her be content that she had deprived her
of the love of her husband, Eachel, in order to mitigate her
sister's anger, said she would yield her husband to her,

and he should lie with her that evening. She accepted of

the favour, and Jacob slept with Leah to oblige Eachel.

She bore then these sons : Issachar, denoting one born by
hire ; and Zabulon, which signifies a pledge of good will

;

and a daughter, Dinah. After some time, Eachel had a
son, named Joseph, which signified there should be another
son added to him.

§ 9. Now Jacob fed the flocks of Laban his father-in-law

all this time, being twenty years, after which he desired

leave of his father-in-law to take his wives and go home

;

but when his father-in-law would not give him leave, he
made up his mind to do it secretly. He made trial, there-

fore, of the disi)osition of his wives, as to what they thought
of this journey. As they approved of it, Eachel took along
with her the images of the gods which they used to worship
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as their country's gods, and ran away, together with her
sister. The children also, both of them, and the handmaids,
and the possessions they had, went along with them.
Jacob also drove away half the cattle, without letting

Laban know. Now the reason why Eachel took the images
of the gods, although Jacob had taught her to despise

such worship, was, that in case they were pursued, and
taken by her father, she might have recourse to these
images, in order to obtain his pardon.

§ 10. But Laban hearing on the third day of Jacob's

and his daughters' departure, was much troubled, and
pursued after them with a band of men ; and on the seventh

day overtook them, and found them encamped on a certain

hill ; and then, indeed, he did not meddle with them, for it

was eventide ; and God appeared to him in a dream, and
warned him to treat his son-in-law and his daughters in a

peaceable manner ; and not to venture upon anything
rashly, or in wrath to them, but to make a league with
Jacob. And he told him, that if he despised their small

number, and attacked them in a hostile manner, he would
himself assist them. When Laban had been thus fore-

warned by God, he invited Jacob the next day to a

colloquy, and told him what dream he had had ; in depen-

dence whereon Jacob went confidently to him. Then
Laban began to accuse him, alleging that he had enter-

tained him when he was poor, and in want of all things,

and had given him plenty of all things which he had

;

" For," said he, "I joined my daughters to thee in mar-
riage, and supposed that in consequence of this your good-

will to us would be greater than before ; but you have

paid no regard either to your own mother's relationship to

me, nor to the affinity between us, nor to the wives whom
you married, nor to the children of whom I am the grand-

father, but have treated me as an enemy, by driving away
my cattle, and by persuading my daughters to run away
from their father ; and by carrying home with you those

sacred family gods, which were worshipped by my fore-

fathers, and have been honoured by myself with the like

worship which they paid them. Li short, you have done
what even enemies would shrink from doing in war,

though my kinsman, and my sister's son, and the husband
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of my daughters, and after being hospitably treated by
me, and eating at my table." When Laban had said this,

Jacob made his defence :
" That he was not the only person

ia whom Grod had implanted the love of his native country,

for he had made it innate in all men, and therefore it

was but reasonable that, after so long a time, he should
desire to go back to his. And as for the cattle, of whose
driving away you accuse me, if any other person were the

arbitrator, you would be found in the wrong ; for, instead

of the thanks I ought to have had from you, for both
keeping your cattle, and increasing them, how is it that

you are unjustly angry at me, because I have taken, and
have with me, a small portion of them r And, as to your
daughters, know that it is not through any evil practices

of mine that they accompany me in my return home, but
from that just affection which wives naturally have to

their husbands. They follow, indeed, not so much me
as their own children." And thus much he said to clear

himself of having acted unjustly. To which he added
a counter-complaint and accusation of Laban, saying,
" Though I was your sister's son, and you had given me
your daughters in marriage, you have worn me out with
harsh commands, and detained me twenty years under
them. That, indeed, which was required in order to my
marrying your daughters, hard as it was, I own to have
been lighter, but your conduct to me after those marriages
was worse, and such indeed as an enemy would have
avoided." And certainly Laban had used Jacob very ill

;

for when he saw that Grod was with him in all that he
desired, he promised him, that of the young cattle which
should be bom, he should have sometimes those of a white
colour, and sometimes those of a black, but when those
that came to Jacob's share proved numerous, he did not
keep his faith with him, but said he would give them to

him the next year, for he envied him the multitude of his

possessions. He promised him as before, because he
thought such an increase was not to be expected; but
when it came, he deceived him.

§ 11. But as to the sacred images, he bade him search
for them ; and, as Laban accepted his offer, Eachel, learn-

ing of it, put those images into the camel's saddle on which
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she rode, and sat upon them, and said that her menses
prevented her rising up : so Laban left off searching any
further, not supposing that his daughter in such circum-
stances would approach those images. So he made a

covenant with Jacob, that he would not bear him any
malice on account of what had happened, and Jacob made
the like covenant, and promised to love Laban' s daughters.

And these covenants they made on a certain mountain,
whereon they erected a pillar in the form of an altar

:

whence that hill is called Grilead ;

" and so they call that

land the land of Gilead to this day. Now when they had
feasted after their mutual covenant, Laban returned home.

CHAP. XX.

Concerning the Meeting of Jacob and Esau.

N'
OW, as Jacob was proceeding on his journey to the land
of Canaan, angels appeared to him, and suggested to

him good hope of his future condition ; and he called that

place the Camp of G-od. And being desirous of knowing
what his brother's intentions were to him, he sent on
messengers to investigate everything, being afraid on
account of their former jealousy. And he charged those

that were sent on to say to Esau, that " Jacob had thought
it wrong to live with him whilst he was in anger against

him, and so had gone out of the country ; and that now.

thinking the long time of his absence must have reconciled

them, was returning home ; that he brought with him his

wives and his children, with the substance he had got, and
delivered himself, with what was most dear to him, into his

hands ; and should think it his greatest happiness to

share with his brother what Grod had bestowed upon him."

And those messengers told Esau this message. Upon
which he was very glad, and went to meet his brother with

^ The mountainous district east of Jordan, lying bewteen BasUan on
the north, and Moab and Ammon on the south.
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fouv hundred armed men. And Jacob, when lie heard

that he was coming to meet him with such a number of

armed men, was greatly afraid: however, he relied for

deliverance on God ; and considered how, in his present

circumstances, he might preserve himself and those that

were with him, and overcome his enemies, if they attacked

him unjustly. He therefore divided his company into two
parts : some he sent on before the rest, and the others he

ordered to follow close behind, that so, if the first were
overpowered, if his brother attacked them, they might
have those that followed to make good their retreat. And
when he had put his company in this order, he sent some
forward to carry presents to his brother. They consisted

of beasts of burden, and a quantity of animals of various

kinds, such as would be very valuable to those that received

them on account of their rarity. Those who were sent on

with these went apart at certain intervals, that by follow-

ing close after one another, they might appear to be more
numerous, for he thought that Esau would remit his anger

on account of these presents, if he were still angry. In-

structions were also given to those that were sent on to speak

him fair.

§ 2. When Jacob had made these arrangements all the

day, as night came on, he moved on with his company

;

and, as they crossed over a certain stream called Jabbok,'

Jacob was left behind ; and meeting with an angel, he

wrestled with him, the angel beginning the struggle : and
he prevailed over the angel, who used a voice and spoke to

him in words, exhorting him to be pleased with what had
happened to him, and not to suppose that his victory was
a small one, but that he had overcome a divine angel, and
to consider his victory as a sign of great blessings that

should come to him ; and that his offspring should never

fail, and that no man should be too strong for him. He
also bade him call himself Israel, which in the Hebrew
tongue signifies one that struggled with an angel. This

however he foretold him at the entreaty of Jacob ; for,

when he perceived him to be the angel of G-od, he begged
he would tell him what should befall him hereafter.

Now Wady ZerJca, an eastern .affluent of the Jordan.
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And when the angel had told him all this, he disappeared;
but Jacob was pleased with these things, and called the
place Phanuel,' which signifies the face of God. Now as he
felt pain from his struggling upon his broad sinew, he
abstained from eating that sinew himself afterwards, and
for his sake it is still not eaten by us.

§ 3. When Jacob heard that his brother was at hand, he
ordered his wives to go forward, each by herself, with the
handmaids, that they might see at a distance the fight, if

Esau were so disposed. He then went up and bowed down
to his brother Esau, who had no evil design upon him, but
embraced him, and asked him about the company of the
children and women ; and proposed, when he had learned
all he wanted to know about them, to go along with him
to their father ; but, Jacob pretending that the cattle were
weary, Esau returned to Seir,' for there was his place of

habitation, and he had named the place Rough from Ms
own hairy roughness.

CHAP. XXI.

Concerning the Violation of Dinah's Chastity.

§1.

THEN Jacob came to the place, tUl this day called

Booths [Succoth],^ from whence he went to Shechem,*
which is a city of the Canaanites. Now, as the Shechemites
were keeping a festival, Dinah, who was the only daughter
of Jacob, went into the city to see the finery of the women
of that country. But when Shechem, the son of Hamor
the king, saw her, he defiled her by violence ; and being

greatly in love with her, desired of his father that he would
procure the damsel to him for wife. And he assented, and
went to Jacob, and asked him that his son Shechem might
marry Dinah according to law. But Jacob, not knowing

' The Penuel of Gen. xxxii. 30 ; it was probably on the northern
slope of Jebel Osha.

The mountainous country round Petra ; see Antiq. iv. 4, § 7.
^ Probably Tell Dar'ala, east of Jordan.
' Now Ndblus, in the valley between Ebal and Gerizun.
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how to deny his request owing to his position, and vet not

thinking it lawful to marry his daughter to a stranger,

entreated him to give him leave to deliberate about

what he desired him to do. So the king went away,

hoping that Jacob would allow this marriage. And Jacob
informed his sons of the defilement of their sister, and of

the wish of Hamor ; and desired them to advise what to

do. Upon this most said nothing, not knowing what ad-

vice to give. But Simeon and Levi, the uterine brothers

of the damsel, agreed between themselves upon the follow-

ing action. As it was now the time of a festival, when the

Shechemites were engaged in relaxation and feasting, they

first fell upon the watch by night when they were asleep,

and coming into the city, slew all the males, including the

king and his son, but spared the women. And when they

had done this without their father's sanction, they brought

away their sister.

§ 2. Now while Jacob was dismayed at the daring of

this act, and indignant with his sons for it, G-od stood by
him, and bade him be of good courage, and purify his tents,

and offer those sacrifices which he had vowed when he set

out for Mesopotamia, and saw the vision. As he was,

therefore, purrEying his company, he lit upon the gods of

Laban (for he did not before know they were stolen by
Eachel), and he hid them in the earth, under an oak, in

Shechem. And dej^arting thence, he offered sacrifice at

Bethel,' the place where he saw his dream when he first

started for Mesopotamia.

§ 3. And going on from thence, when lie got near

Ephratah,' he buried Eachel there, who died in childbed

:

she was the only one of Jacob's kindred that had not the

honour of burial at Hebron. And he mourned for her

greatly, and called the son that was born of her Benjamin,^
because of the sorrow the mother had with him. Tliese

are all the children of Jacob, twelve males and one female.

' Beitm. ' The original name of Bethlehem, now i?«< ia//i«.
^ Since Benoni siginBes ' the son of ray sorrow,' and Benjamin, ' the

son of days,' or ' one born in the father's old age," Gen. xliv. 20, I sus-

pect Josephus' present copies to be here imperfect, and suppose, that in

correspondence to other copies, he wrote that Rachel called her son's

name Benoni. but his father called him Benjamin, Gen. xxxv. IS.—W.
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Of the sons, eight were legitimate, six by Leah, and two by
Eachel ; and four were by the handmaids, two by each

;

all whose names I have set down already.

CHAP. XXII.

How Isaac died, and was hiiried in Sehron.

§1.

FROM thence Jacob went to Hebron,' a city situate

among the Canaanites ; and there it ivas that Isaac

lived : and they lived together for a Uttle while ; but as to

Rebekah, Jacob did not find her alive. Isaac also died not

long after the arrival of his son, and was buried by his

sons near his wife in Hebron, where they had their family

burying-place. Now Isaac was a man who was beloved by
God, and was very providentially taken care of by Grod,

after the death of Abraham his father; and lived to be

exceedingly old : for he died when he had lived virtuously

one hundred and eighty-five years.

1 El-Khulil.



126 THE 'WOEKS OF FLATITTS JOSEPHTTS. [bOOK II.

BOOK II.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWO HITNDKED AND TWENTY
TEARS. PEOM THE DEATH OF ISAAC TO THE EXODFS OUT
OF EGYPT.

CHAP. I.

How Esau and Jacob, the Sons of Isaac, divided their Habi-

tation ; Esau possessing Idumcea, and Jacob Canaan.

§1-

AFTER tlie death of Isaac, Ids sons divided their habi-

tations respectively. Nor did they retain what they

had before ; but Esau departed from the city of Hebron,
and left it to his brother, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled over

Idumsea. He called the country Edoni ' from his own name
of Edom, which he got on the following occasion. One day,

returning from the toil of hunting very hungry (it was
when he was a boy in age), he found his brother was
getting ready for his dinner lentil-pottage, which was of a

very red colour ; on which account he the more earnestly

longed for it, and desired him to give him some of it to

eat ; and he took advantage of his brother's hunger, and
forced him to resign up to him for it his birthright, and
he, being famished with hunger, resigned it up to him with

an oath. So it came about that, on account of the redness

of this pottage, he was, in way of jest, called by his con-

temporaries Edom, for the Hebrews call what is red Edom
;

and that was the name he gave the country ; but the Greeks

gave it the more euphonious name of Idumsea.

§ 2. Esau became the father of five sons ; of whom Jaus,

and Jeglomus, and Coreus, were by one wife, whose name
was Olibamah ; and of the others, Eliphaz was born to him
by Adah, and Eaguel by Basemmath. And these were the

sons of Esau. Eliphaz had five legitimate sous, Theman,

' The district east of the IViidi/ 'Arabah. of which Peti-a was the

capital.
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Omar, Sophar, Gotham, and Kenez ; for Amalek was not
legitimate, but by a concubine, whose name was Thamnaa.
These dwelt in that jmrt of Idumsea which was called
Gobolitis, and that called Amalekitis,^ from Amalek; for
Idumaea was a large country, and so preserved the name
of Edom for the whole country, while in its several parts
it kept the names of its particular inhabitants.

CHAP. II.

How Joseph, the youngest of Jacob's Sons, was envied by his

Brothers, when certain Breams had foreshown his future
Happiness.

§1-

IT happened that Jacob came to so great happiness as

rarely any person has arrived at. He was richer than
the original inhabitants of the coimtry ; and was at once
envied and admired for the virtues of his sons, for they
came short in nothing, but were stout-hearted both in

manual labour and enduring of toil, and of good under-
standing. And Grod exercised such a providence over him,
and took such care of his happiness, as to bring him the
greatest blessings, even out of what appeared to be the
most sorrowful conditions ; and to make him and his sons
the cause of our forefathers' departure into Egypt." The
occasion was this. When Jacob had his son Joseph bom
to him by Rachel, his father loved him above the rest of

his sons, both because of the beauty of his body and the

virtues of his mind, for he excelled the rest in prudence.
The affection of his father excited the envy and hatred
of his brothers ; as did also the dj-eams which he saw and
related to his father and to them, which foretold his future

happiness, it being usual with mankind to envy even their

nearest relations their prosperity. Now the visions which
Josejih saw in his sleep were these.

^ The distinction here is, apparently, between the 'mountain land,'

Gobolitis, east of the 'Arabah, and the level desert country to the west
of it, in which the Araalekites lived. Both districts formed part of the
later Idumiea.

^ The critical reader will see I have changed cmii into iwi.
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§ 2. When it was the season of harvest, and Joseph was
sent by his father, with his brothers, to gather in the

fruits of the earth, he saw a vision in a dream very different

to the ordinary dreams that come when we are asleep

;

which, when he got up, he told his brothers, that they
might judge what it meant. He said he saw in a dream the
previous night, that his wheatsheaf stood in the place where
he had put it, but that their sheaves ran to bow down to it,

as slaves bow down to their masters. But as they per-

ceived the dream foretold that he should obtain power and
great wealth, and authority over them, they gave no inter-

pretation of it to Joseph, as if it were not understood by
them, but they prayed that no part of what they suspected

to be its meaning might come to pass, and they bore still

greater hatred to him.

§ 3. But God, in opposition to their envy, sent a second
vision to Joseph, which was much more wonderful than the
former ; for it seemed to him that the sun took with him
the moon and the rest ' of the stars, and came down to the
earth, and bowed down to him. He told this vision to his

father, and suspecting no ill-will on the part of his brothers,

desired him, when they were present, to interpret what
it signified. Now Jacob was pleased with the dream : for

considering the prediction in his mind, and shrewdly and
wisely guessing at its meaning, he rejoiced at the great

things thereby signified, because it declared the future

happiness of his son; and that, by the blessing of God,
the time would come when he should be honoured, and
thought worthy of obeisance by his parents and brothers,

guessing that the moon and sun were like his mother
and father ; the former, as she that gave increase and
nourishment to all things ; and the latter, he that gave
form and other powers to them ; and that the stars were
like his brethren, since they were eleven in number, and
received their power from the sun and moon.

§ 4. And thus did Jacob make a shrewd judgment of

this vision. But these predictions caused very great grief

to Joseph's brothers ; and they felt to him as if he were
some stranger, that was to have those good things which

' Perhaps 'ivlixa should be read here, instead of XoiTroiic, as at end of
seption.
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were signified by the dreams, aud not as to a brother, with
whom it was probable they would go shares, as partners
alike in the same parentage and prosperity. So they re-
solved to kill the lad, and having fully made up their
minds, as soon as the harvest was gathered in they went
to Shechem, which is a country good for feeding of cattle,

and for pasturage
; and there they fed their flocks, without

acquainting their father with their departure there. So
not knowing where his sons were, and receiving no mes-
senger from the flocks that could inform him of the true
state of things, he grew melancholy and anxious about
them, and sent Joseph to the flocks, to learn all about his
brothers, and to bring back word how they did.

CHAP. in.

How Joseph was sold hy his Brothers into Egypt, by reason

of their Hatred to him ; and how he there grew famous and
illustrious, and had his Brothers in his Power.

§1-

NOW they rejoiced as soon as they saw their brother
coming to them, not indeed as at the presence of a

near relation, and that sent by their father, but as at the
presence of an enemy, and one that by divine providence
was delivered into their hands ; and they at once resolved

to kill him, and not let .slip the opportunity that lay before
them. But when Reuben, the eldest of them, saw them
thus disposed, and all of one mind to execute their purpose,
he tried to restrain them, showing them the heinousness aud
horrid nature of the deed ; that it appeared wicked in the
sight of God, and impious before men, even to kiU one not
related to them ; but far more flagitious would it appear
to slay their own brother,—an outrage to the father, and a
bitter sorrow to the mother, to lose their son in such an
unnatural way. He entreated them, therefore, to reverence
them, and to consider what anguish they would suffer at

the death of their favourite and youngest son, and to
desist from their cruel intention, and to fear God, who was
already both a spectator and witness of the designs they
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had against their brother, and would love them if they
abstained from this act, and yielded to repentance and
amendment ; but in case they carried it out, there was no
vengeance which God would not exact from them for this

murder of their brother, since they polluted his providence,

which was everywhere present, and did not overlook what
was done, either in deserts or in cities ; for wherever a man
is, there ought he to suppose that Q-od is also. He told

them further, that their consciences would be their enemies,
if they attempted to carry out so wicked a deed, and that

they could never escape conscience, whether it were a good
one, or whether it were such a one as they would have
within them when once they had killed their brother. He
also added to what he had before said, that it was not

a right thing to kill a brother, even though he had injured
them; that it was well not to bear malice to such near
friends, even when they did seem to have given reasonal.ile

cause for ofience ; but they were going to kill Joseph, who
had been guilty of nothing that was ill towards them.
and whose tender age should rather procure mercy and
protection from them. He said also that the motive for

killing him made their act much worse, as they determined
to take him off out of envy at his future prosperity, an
equal share of which they would naturally partake while
he enjoyed it, since they were not strangers to him, but the
nearest relations ; so they might reckon what God bestowed
upon Joseph as their own ; and that it behoved them to

think that the anger of God would, for this cause, be more
severe. upon them, if they slew him who was judged hy
God to be worthy of that expected prosijeiity, and so made
it impossible for God to bestow it upon him.

§ 2. Reuben said this and much more, and used en-
treaties to them, and endeavoured to divert them from the
murder of their brother. But when he saw that his dis-

course had not mollified them at all, but they were urgent
to do the deed, he advised them to alle^date their wicked-
ness in the manner of killing Joseph ; for, as he had ex-
horted them first, when they were going to revenge them-
selves, not to do so, so, since the sentence for killing their
brother prevailed, he said, that they would not be so
grossly guilty if they would be persuaded to follow his
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present advice, wliiclL would include what thej were so

eager about, but was not so bad, but in their emergency a
lighter crime. He begged them, therefore, not to kill their

brother with their own hands, but to cast him into a jsit

that was hard by, and so let him die ; by which they would
gain this much, that they would not defile their own
hands with blood. To this the young men readily agreed :

so Reuben took the lad, and tied him with a cord, and let

him down gently into the pit, for it had no water at all in

it ; and when he had done this, he went to seek for pastiires

for their flocks.

§ 3. But Judah, another of Jacob's sons, seeing some
Arabian merchants, of the posterity of Ishmael. carrying

spices and Syrian wares out of the land of G-ilead to the

Egj^tians, urged his brothers, after Eeiiben was gone, to

haul up Joseph out of the pit, and sell him- to these

Arabians ; for if he should die among strangers a great

way off, they would be free from the guilt of his blood.

This, therefore, was resolved on : so they drew Joseph up
out of the pit, and sold him to the merchants for twenty
niinse. He was now seventeen years old. But Reuben
came in the night-time to the pit, resolved to save Joseph
without the knowledge of his brothers ; and when upon
his calling to him he made no answer, he was afraid that

they had killed him after he was gone ; and accused his

brothers of the murder. But when they told him what
they had done, Reuben left off mourning.

§ 4. When Joseph's brothers had acted in this way to

him, they considered what they should do to escape the

suspicions of their father. Now they had stripped off from

Joseph the coat which he had on when he came to them,

at the time they let him down into the pit ; so they

thought it well to tear that coat to j^ieces, and dip it in

goat's blood, and then take and show it to their father,

that he might believe he was destroyed by wild beasts.

And when they had so done, they went to the old man,
who by this time Imew that something must have hai^pened

to his son, and said that they had not seen Joseph, nor

knew what mishap had befallen him, but that they had
found his coat bloody, and torn to pieces, so they had a

suspicion that he had fallen among wild beasts, and so
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perished, if that was the coat he had on when he started

from home. Now Jacob had before some slight hopes

that his son was only made a captive ; but now he laid

aside that notion, and supposed that his coat was an evi-

dent proof that he was dead, for he well remembered
that that was the coat he had on when he sent him to his

brothers ; so he ever after lamented the lad as dead.

And as if he had been the father of only one son, without

taking any comfort in the rest, he was as much affected with

his misfortune as before he conversed with Joseph's brothers,

when he conjectured that Joseph was destroyed by wild

beasts. He sat down in sackcloth, and in heavy affliction,

insomuch that he fotmd no ease when his sons comforted

him, neither did he tire of his sorrow through time.

CHAP. IV.

Concerning the remarhahle Chastity of Joseph.

§1.

NOW Potiphar, an Egyptian, who was chief cook to

king Pharaoh, bought Joseph of the merchants who
sold him, and held him in all honour, and taught him the

learning that became a free man, and gave him leave to

enjoy a better diet than was allotted to slaves. He in-

trusted also the care of his house to him. So lie enjoyed

these advantages
;
yet did not he leave that virtue which

he had before upon this change in his condition , but he

showed that prudence can control the ills of life, in such as

have it in reality, and do not only adopt it in temporary
prosperity.

§ 2. For when his master's wife fell violently in love

with him, both on account of his beauty, and dexterity in

affairs, and supposed, that if she should make it known
to him, she could easily piersuade him to lie with her, and
that he would look upon it as a piece of good fortune that

his mistress should solicit him, she regarding his state of

slavery, and not his moral character, which continued after

his condition was changed, she made known her passion
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for him, and proposed liis lying with her. However, he
rejected her overtures, thinking it criminal to yield so far
to her as to do what would tend to the affront and injury
of him who had bought him, and bestowed so much honour
on him. So he besought her to govern her passion, and
laid before her the impossibility of her obtaining her de-
sires, which .he thought might be conquered, if she had no
hope of succeeding : and he said, that as for himself, he
would endure anythiag whatever before he would be per-
suaded to it ; for although it was fit for a slave, as he was,
to do nothing contrary to his mistress, disobedience in
such a case had much excuse. But this refusal of Joseph's,
as she did not expect it, made her still more violent in
her love to him ; and as she was sorely beset with her
passion, she resolved to compass her ends by a second
attempt.

§ 3. When, therefore, there was a public festival coming
on, which it was the custom for women to attend and join

in its festivities, she pretended to her husband that she
was not well, seeking for solitude and leisure, that she
might solicit Joseph again : which opportunity being ob-

tained, she tised more kind words to him than before, and
said, that it would have been good for him to have yielded

to her first solicitation, and to have given her no repulse,

both because of the respect he ought to bear to her who
solicited him, and because of the vehemency of her passion,

which forced her,though his mistress, to condescend beneath
her dignity • but that he might now by more prudent action

gain pardon for his former folly ; for whether it were, that

he expected the repetition of her solicitations, she had now
made it, and that with greater earnestness than before, for

she had pretended to be ill, and had preferred his company
to the festival and its festivities ; or whether he opposed

her former overtures from distrust, she now gave him
sufficient security, by thus continuing her suit, that she

meant not to impose upon him : and assured him that, if

he complied with her desires, he might expect the enjoy-

ment of the advantages he already had, and, if he hearkened

to her, he should have greater advantages still, but that

he must look for revenge and hatred from her in case he
rejected her suit, and preferred the reputation of chastity
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to gratifying liis mistress. Nor would he gain anything
by such procedure, because she would then become his

accuser, and would falsely pretend to her husband that he
had attempted her chastity ; and Potiphar would hearken
to her words rather than to his, let his be ever so agreeable

to the tiTith.

§ 4. "Wlien the woman had said this, and even with tears

in her eyes, neither did pity dissuade Joseph from his

chastity, nor did fear compel him to compliance with her
;

but he oi>i)osed her solicitations, and did not yield to her
threatenings, being afraid to do a wicked act ; and he chose

to undergo the worst rather than to enjoy the present by
doing what his own conscience knew would justly deserve

death. He also reminded her that she was a married
woman, and that she ought to cohabit with her husband
only ; and besought her to let these cousidei-ations have
more weight with her than the short pleasure of lustful

dalliance, which would bring her to repentance afterwards,

would end in trouble to her, and yet would not amend
what had Vieen done amiss. He also suggested to her the
fear of being caught in the act, and that their only gratifica-

tion would be not being found out while their wickedness
was not known, while she might have the enjoyment of her
husband withoiit any danger. He told her also, that in

going with her husband she might have great boldness
from a good conscience, both before Grod and before men.
Nay, that she would act more like his mistress, and make
better use of her authority over him, while she continued
chaste, than she could after he had outraged her modesty,
and that it was much better to depend on one's good life

being well known, than on undetected wickedness.

§ 5. By saying this and more to like effect, Joseph tried

to restrain the violent j^assion of the woman, and to bring
her lust to reason : but she grew more ungovernable and
earnest in the matter, and as she desjiaired of i^ersuading
him, she laid her hands upon him and had a mind to force
him. But when Joseph got away from her furious lust,

leaving also his garment with her, for he left that to her
and leaped out of the chamber, she was greatly afraid lest

he should discover her lewdness to her husband, and greatly
troiibled at the slight he had put on her ; so she resolved
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to be beforehand -with liim, and to accuse Joseph falsely to
Potiphar, and by that means to revenge herself on him for
his terrible eontemi^t of her charms ; and she thought it a
Tvise thing in itself, and also becoming a woman, thus to
anticipate an accusation. So she sat dejected and in con-
fusion, pretending in her anger, that the sorrow, which
was really for being disappointed of her lust, was for an
attempt upon her chastity ; and, when her husband
came home, and was troubled at her appearance, and in-

quired what was the cause of the disorder she was in, she
began to accuse Joseph, and said, " husband, mayest
thou not live a day longer, if thou dost not punish the
wicked slave who desired to defile thy bed ; who neither
remembered who he was when he came to our house, so as
to behave himself with modesty, nor was he mindful of

the favours he had received from thy bounty (and he must
be an ungrateful man indeed, unless he in every respect

behave well to us), but formed the design to alause thy
wife, and that at the festival time, watching for thy absence.

So that it is now clear, that his modesty, as it appeared
to be formerly, was only because of the restraint he was in

from fear of thee, but that he was not really of a good
disposition. This has been occasioned by his being advanced
to honour beyond what he deserved, or even hoped for, so

that he concluded, that he who was deemed fit to be trusted

with thy estate, and the government of thy family, and
was preferred above thy eldest servants, had liberty to

touch thy wife also." And when she had ended speaking,

she showed him his garment, as if he left it there when he
attempted to force her. Then Potiphar, not being able

to disbelieve what his wife's tears showed, and what his

wife said, and the garment which he saw, and placing too

much confidence in his wife owing to his love for her, did

not set himself about the examination of the truth, but
taking it for granted that his wife was a modest woman, and
condemning Joseph as a wicked man. he threw him into

the malefactors' prison ; and had a still higher opinion of

his wife, and bore witness to her modesty and chastity.
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CHAP. Y.

What befell Joseph in the Prison.

§1-

NOW Joseph, committing all his affairs to God, did not

betake himself to any defence or account of the real

circumstances, but silently underwent the bonds and dis-

tress ; firmly believing that God, who knew the cause

of his affliction, and the truth, woiild be more power-

ful than those that j)ut him in bonds ; a proof of whose
providence he quickly received; for the keeper of the

prison, takiag notice of his care and fidelity in the affairs

he had set him about, and the dignity of his countenance,

relaxed his bonds, and made his heavy calamity lighter,

and more supportable to him : he also permitted liim to

enjoy a better diet than the rest of the prisoners.

Now his fellow-prisoners, when their hard labour was
over, fell to discoursing one among another, as is usual

in such as are partners in trouble, and to inquiring one of

another, what were the reasons of their being condemned.
Among them the king's favourite cupbearer was put in

bonds, owing to the king's anger, in the same part of the

prison as Joseph, and grew intimate with him, and observing

that Joseph had an excellent understanding, he told him
of a dream he had, and desired he would interpret its

meaning, complaining that, besides the afflictions he under-

went from the king, God did also add to him trouble from
his dreams.

§ 2. He then said, that in his sleep he saw three clusters

of grapes hanging upon three branches of a vine, large

already and ripe for gathering, and that he squeezed them
into a cup which the king held in his hand ; and when he
had strained the wine, he gave it to the king to drink, and
he received it from him with a pleasant countenance.

This, he said, was what he saw ; and he desired Joseph, if he
had any understanding in such matters, that he would tell

him what the vision foretold. And he bade him be of good
cheer, and expect to be loosed from his bonds in three
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days' time, because the king desired his service, and -was
about to restore him to his office again : for he let him
know, that God bestows the fruit of the Tuie upon men for
good ; which wine is poured out to him, and is the
pledge of fidelity and friendship among men, puttiag an
end to quarrels, and taking away perturbation and grief

from the minds of those that use it, and making them
cheerful. " Thou sayest that thou didst squeeze this wine
from three clusters of grapes with thiae hands, and that
the king received it ; know, therefore, that this vision is

for thy good, and foretells a release from thy present
distress within the same number of days as the branches
had from which thou gatheredst the grapes ia thy sleep.

However, remember what prosperity I foretold thee when
thou hast found it come true, and when thou art in
authority, do not overlook me in this prison, wherein thou
wilt leave me, when thou art gone to the place I have fore-

told
; for I am not in prison for any crime, but I was

condemned for my virtue and chastity to suffer the punish-
ment of malefactors, and because I was unwilling to injure
him that has thus treated me for my own pleasure." The
cupbearer, therefore, as was natural, rejoiced to hear such an
interpretation of his dream, and waited for the completion
of what had been thus foreshovm him.

§ 3. But there was another servant of the king, who
had been chief baker, and was now in prison with the cup-
bearer ; he also was in good hope, upon Joseph's interpreta-

tion of the other's vision, for he had seen a dream also

;

so he asked Joseph to tell him what the visions he had
seen the night before meant. They were as follows :

—

" Methouglit," says he, " I carried three baskets upon my
head, two full of loaves, and the third fuU of sweetmeats
and other eatables, such as are prepared for kings ; but
some birds came and swooped on them, and eat them all

up, and had no regard to my attempt to scare them away."
And he expected a similar prediction to that of the cupbearer.

But Joseph, considering and reasoning about the dream,
said to him that he would willingly be an interpreter of

good events to him, and not of such as his dream signified,

but he told him that he had only two days in all to live,

for that the baskets signified that on the third day he
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would be crucified, and devoured by birds, wlien unable
to help himself. Now both these dreams had the very

end that Joseph foretold they would have to both parties

;

for on the predicted day, when the king solemnized his

birthday, he crucified the chief baker, but set the butler

free from his bonds, and restored him to his former office.

§ 4. But Grod freed Joseph from his confinement, after

he had endured his. bonds two years, and had received no
assistance from the cupbearer, who did not remember his

predictions. God contrived the following method of deliver-

ance for him. Pharaoh the king had seen in his sleep the

same night two visions, and with them the interpretation

of each. He had forgotten the latter, but remembered the

dreams themselves. Being therefore troubled at what he
had seen, for it seemed to him to be all of a melancholy
nature, he called together the next day the wisest men
among the Egyptians, desiring to learn from them the

interpretation of his dreams. But as they were in doubt
about them, the king was so much the more troubled.

And now it was that the memory of Josep)!!. and his skill

in the interpretation of dreams, came into the mind of the

king's cuj)bearer, when he saw the confusion that Pharaoh
was in : so he came and mentioned Joseph to him, as also

the vision he had seen in prison, and how the event proved
as he had said, and also how the chief baker was crucified

on the very same day, and that this also happened to him
according to the interpretation of Joseph : that Joseph
himself had been p)Ut in prison by Potiphar. who was over

the cooks, as a slave ; but he said that he was one of the

noblest of the stock of the Hebrews, and that his father had
great reno^vn. " If, therefore," added he, " you will send for

him, and not despise him on the score of his present misfor-

tunes, yoti will learn what your dreams signify." So the king
commanded that they should brmg Joseph into his presence,

and those who received the command, went and fetchect

him, having attired him suitably according to the command
of the king.

§ 5. Then the king took him by the right hand, and
said, " young man, as my servant bears witness that you
are at present the best and most skilful person I can con-

sult with, vouchsafe me the same favour which you be-
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stowed, ou him, and tell me wliat the visions of my dreams
foreshadow. I desire you not to suppress anything out
of fear, or to flatter me with lying words to please me,
if the truth is of a melancholy nature. Methought, as I
walked by the river, I saw seven fat and very large

kme going from the river to the marshes ; and seven
other kine met them out of the marshes, exceeding lean
and ill-favoured, which eat up the fat.and large kine, and
yet were no better than before, being miserably pinched
with famine. After I had seen this vision I woke from
my sleep troubled, and considering with myself what this

apparition meant, I fell asleep again and saw another
dream, much more wonderful than the foregoing, which
did still more affright and disturb me : I saw seven ears of

corn growing on one stalk, having their heads borne down
by the weight of the grain, and bending down mth its

ripeness, and near them I saw seven otlier ears of corn thin

and TV-eak for want of rain, which fell to eating and con-

suming those that were ripe, and ptit me into great as-

tonishment."

§ 6. To which Joseph replied, " This dream, O king, al-

though seen under two forms, signifies one and the same
condition of future things. For your seeing the kine,

animals made for the plough and labour, devoured by the

lean kine, and the ears of corn eaten up by smaller ears,

both foretell a famine and dearth in Egypt for the same
number of years as the years of plenty, so that the plenty

of these years will be spent in the same number of years of

scarcity, and that scarcity of necessary pi-ovisions will be

very difB.cult to relieve ; as a sign whereof, the lean kine,

when they had devoured the better sort, could not be satis-

fied. But God predicts what is to come upon men, not to

grieve them, but that, when they know it beforehand, they

may, by prudence, make the actual experience of what is

foretold the more tolerable. If you, therefore, carefully

store up the plentiful crops which will come in the former

years, you will so contrive that the future dearth will not

be felt by the Egyptians."

§ 7. Hereupon the king wondered at the discretion and
wisdom of Joseph ; and asked him by what means he could

so store up the plentiful crops in the fertile years as to
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make the dearth more tolerable. Joseph then suggested

to spare the good crops, and not to permit the Egyptians
to use them extravagantly, but to reserve what they would
have spent in superfluous luxury against the time of

want. He also urged Pharaoh to take the com of the

husbandmen, and to give them only so much as would
be sufficient for their food. And Pharaoh, admiring

Joseph, not only for his interpretation of the dream, but

for the counsel he had given him, intrusted him with the

management of everything, with power to do what he

thought would be for the benefit of the people of Egypt,

and for the benefit of the king, believing that he, who
first discovered this method of acting, would prove the

best to carry it out. And he, having this power given him
by the king, with leave to make use of the king's seal, and
to wear purple, drove ia his chariot through all the land of

Egypt, and took the corn of the husbandmen, allotting as

much to everyone as would be sufficient for seed and
for food, but without teUing anyone the reason why he

did so.

CHAP. VI.

Sow Joseph, v;hen he was become famous in Egypt, had his

Brethren in Subjection.

§1.

JOSEPH was now full thirty years of age, and enjoyed

greathonourfrom the king, who calledhimPsothom Pha-
nech, out of i-egard to his prodigious degree of wisdom, for

that name denotes ' finder out of secrets.' He also married

a wife of very high quality, for he married the daughter of

Petephres,' one of the priests of Heliopolis ; - she was a

' This ' Petephres,' who was now a priest of On, or Heliopolis, is the

same name in Josephus, and perhaps in Moses also, with him to whom
Joseph was sold. They are also affirmed to he one and the same person

in the same testament of Joseph, § 18, for he is there said to have
married the daughter of his master and mistress. Nor is this a notion

peculiar to that testament ; but, as Dr. Bernard confesses, note on Antiq.

ii. 4, § 1, common to Josephus, to the Septuagint interpreters, and to

other learned Jews of old time.—W.
^ The On of Gen. xli. 45 and xlvi. 20; called Bethshemesh in Jer.
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virgin, and her name was Asenath. By her he had two sons,

before the scarcity came on, Manasseh, the elder, which,
signifies ' forgetful,' because his present happiness made
him forget his former misfortunes; and Ephraim, the
younger, which signifies ' restorer,' because he was restored
to the freedom of his forefathers. Now, after Egypt had
had seven prosperous years, according to Joseph's interpre-

tation of the dreams, the famiae came upon them in the
eighth year ; and because this misfortune fell upon them
unexpectedly, they were all sorely afflicted by it, and came
running to the kiag's gates ; and he called upon Joseph,
who sold the com to them, being become confessedly a
saviour to the mass of the Egyptians. Nor did he open
this market of com for the people of that country only,

but strangers had liberty to buy also, Joseph being willing

that all men, who are naturally akin to one another, should
have assistance from those that had abundance.

§ 2. So Jacob also, when he understood that foreigners-

might use that market, sent all his sons into Egypt to buy
com, for the land of Canaan was grievously afflicted with
the famine, and indeed it touched the whole continent.

He only retained Benjamin, his son by Eachel, and uterine

brother of Joseph. These sons of Jacob then came into

Egypt, and applied to Joseph, wanting to buy com ; for

nothing was done without his approbation ; for even the

honour that was paid the king himself was only advanta-

geous to the persons that paid it when they took care to

honoiu: Joseph also. Now he recognized his brethren,

though they had no idea it was him, for he was but a lad

when he left them, and was now come to an age so much
greater, that the lineaments of his face were changed, so

that he was not known to them, and the greatness of his-

dignity suffered them not so much as to suspect it was he.

He therefore determined to make trial of their views on all

matters. So he refused to sell them corn, and said they

were come as spies of the king's affairs ; and that they had
come from several countries, and had joined themselves to-

gether, and only pretended that they were akin, it not
being possible that a private man should breed up so many

xliii. 13, and Aven in Ezek. xxx. 17. The ruins of Heliopolis are about
ten miles north-east of Cairo.
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sons so distinguisLed looking, such a family not being

easily reared by kings themselves. Now lie did tliis in

order to discover all about liis father, and what had hap-

pened to him after his own departure, also wishing to know
what was become of Benjamin his brother ; for he was
afraid that they had jjlotted against him as they had done
against himself, and had got rid of him also.

§ 3. And they were in great alarm and terror, and
thought that the greatest danger hung over them

;
yet did

not at all reflect about their brother Joseph, but stood firm

under the accusations laid against them, and made their

defence by Reuben, the eldest of them, who now became their

spokesman. " We came not hither," said he, •' with any
unjust design, nor to do any harm to the king's country,

we only wanted to be preserved alive, supposing 3-our hu-

manity might be a refuge for us from the miseries which
our country labours under, we having heard that you have
estabhshed a market for the sale of corn, not only to your
own countrymen, but to strangers also, having detennined

to afford preservation to all that want it : and that we are

brethren, and of the same blood, the peculiar lineaments of

our faces, and those not much different from one another,

jjlainly show. Our father is Jacob, a Hebrew, who had
twelve of us for his sous by four wives, and, when we were

all alive, we were a hapj)y family ; but when one of our
brothers, whose name was Joseph, died, our affairs changed
for the worse, for our father made a long lamentation for

him, and we are in affliction, both from the calamity of the

death of this brother, and the misery of our aged father.

And now we are come to buy com, having left the care of

our father and the management of the house to Benjamin
our youngest brother. And you can learn, by sending to

our house, whether we are guilty of the least falsehood in

what we say."

§ 4. Thus did Eeuben endeavour to persuade Joseph
to have a better ojainion of them. But he, when he had
learned from them that Jacob was alive, and that his

brother Benjamin had not been destroyed by them, put them
for the present in prison, as if intending to examine them
more at leism-e. But on the third day he brought them
out, and said to them, " Since vou constantlv affirm that
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you are not come to do any liann to the king's country, and
that you are brothers, and the sons of the father whom you
named, you will satisfy me of the truth of what you say, if

you leave one of your company with me, who shall suffer

no injury here ; and if, when you have carried corn to your

father, you come to me again, and bring your brother, whom
you say you left there, along ivith you, this I shall esteem a

proof of the truth of what you have told me." Hereuijou

they were in greater grief than before ; they wept, and kept

deploring one among another their treatment of Joseph,

and said, " They were fallen into this misery as a punish-

ment inflicted by God for their plots against him." But
Eeuben severely reproached them for their too late repen-

tance, which could do no good to Joseph ; and earnestly

exhorted them to bear with patience whatever they suffered,

since it was done by G-od in way of vengeance on his

account. Thus they sjioke to one another, not imagining

that Joseph understood their language. A general dejec-

tion also seized on them at Reuben's words, and a repen-

tance for what they had done ; and they condemned the

wickedness they had perpetrated, for which they judged

they were justly punished by God. Now when Joseph saw

that they were in this distress, he was so affected at it that

he fell into tears, and not being willing that his brothers

should observe him, he retired ; and after a while, came to

them again, and detaining Symeon as a pledge for the

brothers' return, he bade the rest take the corn they had
bouo-ht, and go their way. He also commanded his steward

XJrivily to put the money which they had brought with

them "for the purchase of the corn into their sacks, and to

dismiss them therewith ; who did as he was commanded.

§ .5. Now when Jacob's sons got back to Canaan, they

told their father what had happened to them in Egypt, and

that they were sui^pdsed to have gone thither as spies upon

the king" ; and how they said they were brothers, and had

left their eleventh brother with their father, but were not

believed ; and how they had left Symeon with the governor,

until Benjamin should go and be a proof of the truth of

what they had said ; and they begged their father to fear

nothing, "but to send the lad along vriih them. But Jacob

was not pleased with anything his sous had done, and was
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especially vexed at the detention of Symeon, and thought

it a foolish thing to give up Benjamin also. Neither did he
yield to Eeuben's supplication, though he gave Jacob leave

to kill his own sons, in case any harm came to Benjamin in

the journey. So they were distressed, and knew not what
to do ; and there was another circumstance that disturbed

them stiU more,—the money that was found hidden in their

sacks of corn. Yet when the corn they had brought failed,

and the famine still afflicted them, and necessity almost

forced him, Jacob could not ' make up his mind to send Ben-
jaminwithhisbrethren, although there wasno returning into

Egypt unless they came with what they had promised. But
their distress growing every day worse, and his sons begging

it of him, he had no other course to take under the circum-

stances. And Judah, who was of a bold temper upon other

occasions, spoke his mind very freely to him. He said that

it did not become him to be afraid on account of Benjamin,

nor to suspect the worst, for nothing could happen to him
but by the appointment of God, which could also certainly

come to pass, though he were at home with him : that he
ought not to condemn them to such manifest destruction,

nor deprive them of the abundance of food they might
have from Pharaoh by his unreasonable fears about Ben-
jamin, but ought also to think about the preservation of

Symeon, lest he should perish by Benjamin's journey being

put off. He exhorted him also to trust to G-od for him
;

and said, he would either bring Benjamin back to him safe,

or together with him lose his own life." So Jacob was at

last persuaded, and delivered Benjamin to them, with

double the price of the corn ; he also sent presents to

Joseph of the produce of the land of Canaan, balsam,

and cinnamon, and turpentine, and honey. Now their

father shed many tears at the departure of his sons, as

also did they. His concern was, that he might receive them
back again safe after their journey ; and their conceni was,
that they might find their father well, and no way afflicted

with grief for them. And this lamentation lasted a whole
day ; and the old man was at last tired out with grief, and
stayed behind ; and they went on their way to Egypt,

' Supplying with Whiston the necessary ov.
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endeavouring to counteract their grief for the present witli

hopes for the future.

§ 6. As soon as they came into Egypt, they were brought
before Joseph, and no small fear disturbed them lest they
should be accused about the price of the corn, as if they
had cheated Joseph. So they made profuse apology to

Joseph's steward, and told him, that when they got home
they found the money in their sacks, and that they had
now brought it back with them. He said he did not know
what they meant. So they were delivered from that fear.

And when he had loosed Symeon, and attired him suitably,

he permitted him to be with his brothers. And meantime
Joseph came from his attendance on the king. So they
offered him their presents : and upon his asking them about
their father, they answered that they found him well. He
also, finding that Benjamin was alive, asked. Whether this

was their younger brother? for he had seen him. And
when they said he was, he replied, that G-od ruled over all

things. But his affection to him making him shed tears,

he retired, not wishing to be observed by his brothers.

Then Joseph had them to dinner, and they were set down
in the same order as they used to sit at their father's table.

And although Joseph treated them all kindly, yet did he
send a portion to Benjamin double that of the rest of his

guests.

§ 7. Now when after dinner they composed themselves to
sleep, Joseph commanded his steward not only to give them
their measures of com, but to hide the money again in

their sacks, and also to put into Benjamin's sack the golden
cup out of which he himself used to drink. Now this he
did in order to make trial of his brothers, whether they

would stand by Benjamin, when he should be accused of

having stolen the cup, and should appear to be in danger,

or whether they would leave him, and, on the score of their

own innocency, return to their father without him. When
the servant had done as he was bidden, the sons of Jacob,

knowing nothing of all this, went their way the next
day, and took Symeon along with them, and had a double
cause for joy, both because they had receivedhimback again,

and because they took back Benjamin to their father

as they had promised. But presently a troop of horsemen
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surrounded them, and brought with them Joseph's servant,

who had put the cup into Benjamin's sack. Upon which

unexpected approach of the horsemen they were much dis-

turbed, and asked what the reason was that they came

thus upon men, who, a little before, had been by their lord

thought worthy of honour and hospitality ? They replied,

by calling them wicked wretches, who had forgotten that

very hospitality and kind treatment of Joseph, and had not

scrupled to do an injury to him, by carrying off the cup

out of which he had, in so friendly a manner, drank to

them, and had not regarded their friendship with Joseph, or

the danger they would be in if they were detected, in com-

parison with unjust gain. Hereupon they threatened that

they should be punished ; for though they had escaped the

knowledge of him, who was but a servant, yet had they not

escaped the knowledge of God, nor had they got off safe with

what they had stolen ; and now they had the assurance to

ask why they were followed after, as if they knew nothing

of the matter : but they should soon know by their punish-

ment. This, and more of the same nature, did the steward

say, by way of reproach to them : but they being wholly

ignorant of anything that concerrred them, mocked at what
he said ; and wondered at the idle talk of the steward, who
made bold to accuse those who did not before so much as

retain the price of their corn, which was found in their

sacks, but brought it back, though nobody else knew any-

thing about it, so far were they from any idea of wilful

fraud. But still, supposing that a search would be a more
sure justification of themselves than denial of the fact, they

bade them search them, and if any one of them had been
guilty of the theft, to punish them all ; for being no way
conscious to themselves of any crime, they spoke with as-

surance, and, as they thought, without any danger also.

The horsemen also desired search might be made ; but they
said that punishment should be inflicted only on him who
should be found guilty of the theft. So they made the

search, and having searched all the rest, they came last of

all to Benjamin, knowing his was the sack in which they
had hidden the cup, having indeed searched the rest only
for a show of completeness ; so the rest were out of fear for

themselves, and were now only concerned about Benjamin,
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but were still very confident that he also would be found
innocent : and they reproached those that had pursued
after them for their hindering them, when they might by
now have got a good way on their journey. But as soon
as they searched Benjamin's sack, they found the cup at
once ; and all their tone changed to mourning and lamen-
tation. They rent their garments, and wept for the punish-
ment which their brother would have to undergo for his
theft, and for their own breach of promise to their father
to bring Benjamin back safe to him. What added to their
misery was, that this melancholy accident came at a time
when they thought they had got off clear ; but they con-
fessed that this misfortune of their brother, as well as the
grief their father would feel for him, was owing to them-
selves, since it was they that forced their father to send
him with them, when he was himseK averse to it.

§ 8. The horsemen then took Benjamin and brought him
back to Joseph, his brethren also following. And he, when
he saw him in custody, and them looking like mourners,
said, " Whatever, vile wretches, were your ideas of my kind-
ness to you, and of God's providence, for you to act so to

youi- benefactor and host ? " Whereupon they offered

themselves for punishment to save Benjamin : and again
called to mind their former wicked plot against Joseph,
whom they pronounced more happy than themselves, if he
were dead, in being freed from the miseries of this life, and,
if he were alive, that he had obtained G-od's vengeance upon
them. They said further, they were their father's bane,

since they should now add to his former affliction for

Joseph, this other affliction for Benjamin. Eeuben also

reproached them at length. But Joseph dismissed them
;

for he said they had been guilty of no offence, and that he
would content himself with the lad's punishment, for he
said it was not right either to let him go free, for the sake

of those who had not offended, or to punish them together

with him who had been guilty of the theft. And when he
promised to give them leave to go away in safety, the rest

of them were in great consternation, and speechless at the

catastrophe. But Judah, who had persuaded their father

to send the lad, being otherwise also a very bold and active

man, determined to hazard himself for the preservation of
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Ms brother. " It is true," said he, " O governor, that we
have been very wicked with regard to you, and on that

account deserve punishment, even all of vis, although the

theft was only committed by one of us, and he the youngest

also ; but yet there remains some hope for us, who other-

wise must be under despair on his account, from your

goodness, which promises us a deliverance out of our pre-

sent danger. And now I beg you will not look at us, or at

the magnitude of the crime, but at your own nature, and
take advice of virtue instead of anger, which those that are

otherwise mean employ to add to their strength, and that

not only on great, but also on trifling occasions. Be mag-
nanimous, and be not subdued by anger so as to slay those

that do not any longer presume upon their own safety, but

are desirous to accept of it from you. And this is not the

first time that you will bestow it on us, for before when
we came to buy com, you afforded us great plenty of food

quickly, and gave us leave to carry so much home to our

family, as has preserved them from perishing by famine.

Nor is there any difference between not disregarding men
that are perishing for want of necessaries, and not punish-

ing those that seem to be offenders, and are envied for that

glorious benefaction which they received from you. This

will be the same favour, though bestowed after a different

manner ; for you will preserve this way those whom you
did feed the other, and will preserve alive, by yoiir bounty,

those souls which you did not suffer to be distressed by
famine, it being indeed at once a wonderful and a great

thing to sustain our lives by corn, and to bestow on us that

pardon, whereby in our present distress we may continue

those lives. And I think that Grod, wishing to afford you
this opportunity of showing your virtuous disposition,

brought us into this calamity, that it might be evident

you could forgive injuries done to yourself ; and be kind to

others, besides those who, on other accounts, stand in need
of your assistance ; since it is indeed a right thing to do
well to those who are in distress for want of food, but it is a
still more glorious thing to save those who deserve to be
punished, when it is on account of offences against your-

self. For if it be a thing deserving commendation to for-

give and overlook such as have been guilty of small offences,
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to restrain anger as to crimes which, are capital to the
guilty is to approximate to the nature of God. And truly,

as for myself, had it not been that we had a father who
showed in his sorrow for Joseph how miserably he is always
afflicted at the loss of his sons, I should not have spoken
any words to save our own lives, except so far as to praise
your character, it being good for it to save alive even those
that will have nobody to lament them when they were dead,
but we would have yielded ourselves up to suffer whatever
you pleased : but now, for we do not plead for mercy for

ourselves, though indeed, if we die, it will be while we are
young, and before we have had much enjoyment in life,

but in regard to our father, and pity for his old age, do we
make these supplications to you, and beg for those lives,

which this wickedness of ours has rendered liable to punish-
ment. He is not himself wicked, nor did he beget us to

be such, for he is a good man, and not worthy to have such
trials ; and now we are absent, he is afflicted with anxiety
about us, and if he hear of our deaths, and the cause of it,

he will die a premature death : and the infamy of our end
will hasten his, and ivill bring him to a miserable death,

for he will make haste to get into a state of insensibility,

before the sad storv of our end come abroad to the world.

Consider these things in this manner, although our wicked-

ness does now justly provoke you to anger, and forgive it

for our father's sake : and let your pity for him counter-

balance our crime. Have regard to the old age of our
father, who, if we perish, will be very lonely while he lives,

and will soon die himself also. Grant this boon to the

name of fathers, for so you will honour both your father

and yourself also, who enjoy ah-eady that title, which will

be preserved intact to you by God the Father of all, whom
you will seem to honour as he shares the same name, by
taking pity on our father, considering how miserable he
will be if he be deprived of his sons. It is in your power,

therefore, to bestow on us what God has given us (as it is

also to take it away), and so to resemble him entirely in

benignity ; for it is good to use that power, which can
either give or take away, on the merciful side ; and though
it is in your power to destroy, to forget that you ever had
that power, and to look on yourself as only allowed power
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for preservation ; and that the more people anyone extends

this power to, the greater reputation does he gain to him-

self. Now, by forgiving our brother what he has unhappily

committed, you will preserve us all ; for we cannot think

of living if he be put to death, since we dare not show our-

selves alive to our father without our brother, but here

we must partake of one and the same end. And so much
we beg of you, O governor, that if you condemn our brother

to die, you will punish us together with him, as if we were

partners of his crime ; for we shall not think it right to

kill ourselves for grief at our brother's death, but rather to

die as if we were equally guilty with him of this crime. I

will only leave with you one consideration, and then will

say no more, viz. that our brother committed this fault

when he was young, and not yet of ripe wisdom, and that

men naturally forgive such. If then you condemn us, any

omission of mine may be supposed to have hurt us, and
made you take the severer view. But if you set us free,

that may be ascribed to your own goodness, of which you
are inwardly conscious, and that not by merely preserving

us, but by granting us such a favour as will make us appear

more righteous than we really are, by your seeing more
motives for our deliverance than we can ourselves. If,

therefore, you mean to slay him, slay me in his stead, and
send him back to his father ; or if you prefer to retain him
with you as a slave, I am more serviceable to you in that

capacity, and, as you see, am better prepared for either

contingency." Then Judah, being very willing to undergo

anything whatever for the deliverance of his brother, cast

himself down at Joseph's feet, and tried all he could to as-

suage and pacify his anger. All the brothers also fell down
before him weeping, and offered their own lives for that of

Benjamin.

§ 9. But Joseph, overcome now with his affections, and
no longer able to personate an angry man, commanded all

that were present to depart, that he might make himself

known to his brothers when they were alone. And when
the rest were gone out, he made himself known to his

brothers, and said, " I commend you for your virtue and
kindness to our brother ; I find you better men than I
coidd have expected from your plot against me. Indeed, I
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did all this to try your love to your brother ; so I believe

you were not wicked by nature in what you did in my case,

but that all has happened according to G-od's will, who has
hereby procured our enjoyment of what good things we
have, and, if he continue propitious to us, wiU hereafter.

Since, therefore, I know that our father is safe and well
beyond my expectation, and I see you so well disposed to

our brother, I no longer remember the guilt you seem to

have had in my case, but wiU leave off to hate you for that
wickedness, and rather return you thanks, that you have
co-operated with the will of God to bring things to their

present state. I would have you also forget and rather be
glad of your old folly, since it is come to such a happy
conclusion, than to be uneasy and blush at your offence.

Do not, therefore, let your evil intentions when you con-

demned me, and that bitter remorse which followed, grieve

you now, since those intentions were frustrated. G-o there-

fore your way, rejoicing in what has happened by divine

providence, and inform your father of it, lest he should be
worn out with anxiety for you, and deprive me of the most
agreeable part of my felicity, by dying before he comes
into my sight, and enjoys the good things that we now have.

Bring therefore with you him, and your wives and children,

and all your kindred, and remove your habitation hither

;

for it is not proper that the persons dearest to me should

live remote from my prosperity, especially as the famine
must endure five more years." When Joseph had said this,

he embraced his brethren, who were in tears and sorrow at

the remembrance of their conduct to him, but the generous

kindness of their brother seemed to leave them no room for

fear of punishment. And they then feasted with him.

Now the king, as soon as he heard that Joseph's brethren

were come to him, was exceeding glad, as if it had been his

own good fortune ; and gave them wagons full of com, and
gold and silver, to take to their father. And when they

had received more from their brother, part to take to their

father, and part as gifts for each of themselves, Benjamin
having still more than the rest, they departed.
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CHAP. VII.

The Bemoval of Joseph's Father, with all his Family, to him,

on account of the Famine.

§1-

AS soon as Jacob learnt on his sons' return home all

about Joseph, that he had not only escaped death,

though he had mourned for him so long, but that he lived

in splendour and happiness, and ruled over Egypt with the

king, and had almost all affairs intrusted to his care, he

did not think anything he was told incredible, considering

the greatness of the power of G-od, and his kindness to him,

although that kindness had for some time been intermitted

;

so he immediately set out on his journey to Joseph.

§ 2. When he came to the well of the oath (Beersheha),^

he offered sacrifice to G-od, and being afraid that their

prosperity in Egypt might tempt his posterity to fall in

love with it, and settle in it, and think no more of remov-
ing into the land of Canaan, and possessing it, as G-od had
promised them ; as also being afraid, if this migration to

Egypt were made without the will of G-od, that his family

might be destroyed there ; fearing also that he should de-

part this life before he came to the sight of Joseph, he fell

asleep, revolving these doubts in his mind.

§ 3. But God appeared to him, and called to him twice

by his name ; and when he asked who he was ? G-od said,

" It is not right that Jacob should not know that God who
has been ever a protector and a heljier to his forefathers,

and after them to himself. For when your father would
have deprived you of the position of head of the family, I

gave it you, and by my kindness it was, that when you were
sent into Mesopotamia all alone, you obtained good wives,

and returned home with many children and much wealth.

Tour whole familyalso has been preserved bymyprovidence,

and it was I who conducted Joseph your son, whom you gave
up for lost, to the enjoyment of great prosperity. I also

made him lord of Egypt, with power little inferior to that

' Bir es- Seb'a.



CHAP. VII.] ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 153

of the king. And I now come to guide you on this journey,
and to foretell to you that you shall die in the arms of
Joseph ; and I inform you, that your posterity shall be
many ages in power and glory, and that I wiU settle them
in the land which I have promised them."

§ 4. Encouraged by this dream, Jacob went on more
cheerfully for Egypt, with his sons, and their children.

They were in all seventy persons. I once indeed thought it

best not to set down their names, especially because of

their difficult pronunciation [by the G-reeks], but upon
the whole, I think it necessary to mention their names,
that I may disprove such as believe that we came not origi-

nally out of Mesopotamia, but are Egyptians. Now Jacob
had twelve sons ; of these Joseph had already gone into

Egypt. I will therefore set down the names of those
that followed him. and their children. Eeuben had four
sons, Anoch, Phallu, Assaron, Charmi. Symeon had
six, Jamuel, Jamin, Jaod, Jachin, Soar, Saul. Levi
had three sons, G-ersom, Caath, Merari. Judah had
three sons, Sala, Phares, Zarah ; and by Phares two
grandchildren, Esrom and Amur. Issachar had four

sons, Thola, Phua, Jasub, Samaron. Zabulon had with
him three sons, Sarad, Elon, Jalel. All these are the

posterity of Leah, with whom also went her daughter
Dinah. These are thirty-three. Rachel had two sons,

one of whom, Joseph, had two sons, Manasseh and
Ephraim. The other, Benjamin, had ten sons, Bolosor,

Bacchar, Asabel, Geras, Naaman, Jes, Eos, Momphis,
Optais, Arad. These fourteen added to the thirty-three

before mentioned amount to forty-seven in number. And
this was the legitimate posterity of Jacob. He had besides

by Bilhah, the handmaid of Eachel, Dan and Naphthali,

which last had four sons, that followed him, Jesel, G-uni,

Issares, and Sellim. Dan had an only-begotten son, Usi.

If these be added to those before mentioned, they complete

the number fifty-four. Gad and Aser were the sons of

Zilpah, who was the handmaid of Leah. These had with

them, G-ad seven, Saphoniah, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, Aerin,

Eroed, Ariel ; Aser had a daughter Sarah, and six sons,

whose names were Jomne, Isus, Isui, Baris, Abar, and
Melchiel. If we add these, which are sixteen, to the fifty-
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four, the fore-mentioned number (seventy) is made up,

Jacob himself not being included in it.

§ 5. When Joseph heard that his father was coming, for

Judah his brother went on before, and informed him of

his approach, he went to meet him, and they met together
at Heroopolis.' And Jacob almost fainted away at this

unexpected and great joy; however, Joseph revived him,
being yet not himself able to help being affected in the

same manner by pleasure, yet was he not wholly overcome
by his feelings as his father was. After this, he desired

Jacob to travel on slowly ; but he himself took five of his

brothers with him. and hasted on to the king, to tell him
that Jacob and his family were come, which was a joyful

hearing to him. He also bade Joseph tell him what sort

of life his brothers loved to lead, that he might give them
leave to follow the same ; and he told him they were good
shepherds, and had been used to follow no other employ-
ment but this alone. Whereby he provided for them, that
they should not be separated, but live in the same place,

and take care of their father, as also that they might be
acceptable to the Egyptians, by doing nothing that would
clash with their pursuits, for the Egyptians were prohibited

to feed sheep.

§ 6. When Jacob was come to the king, and saluted

him, and wished all prosperity to his kingdom, Pharaoh
asked him how old he now was ? And when he answered
that he was an hundred and thirty years old, he admired
Jacob on account of the length of his life. And when he
added, that still he had not lived so long as his forefathers,

he gave him leave to live with his children in Heliopolis ;

^

for there the king's shepherds had their pasturage.

§ 7. However, the famine increased among the Egyp-
tians, and this awful distress grew worse for them, because
neither did the river irrigate the land, for it did not rise,

nor did Grod send any rain upon it, nor had the people
made the least provision for themselves in their ignorance,
but Joseph sold them corn for their money. But when
their money failed them, they bought corn with their

' The ancient Pithom, now Tell el-Mahuta, in Lower Egypt, on the
railway from Ismailia to Zayazig.

' See p. 140, note 2.
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cattle and slaves, and if any of them had a piece of land,

thev gave up that to purchase them food. So the king
became the owner of all their substance ; and they were
removed some to one place, and some to another, that so

the possession of their land might be secured to the king,

excepting the lands of the priests, for they continued in

their possession. And indeed the sore famine made their

minds, as weU as their bodies, slaves ; and at last compelled
them to procure a sufficiency of food by such dishonourable

means. But when the famine ceased, and the river over-

flowed the land, and it brought forth its fruits plentifully,

Joseph went to every city, and gathered the people thereof

together, and gave them back entirely the land which, by
their own consent, the king might have possessed alone,

and alone enjoyed its fruits. He also exhorted them to

look on it as their own possession, and to tiU it diligently,

and to pay as tribute to the king the fifth part of the

fruits for the land which the king restored to them when it

was his own. And they rejoiced upon thus becoming imex-

pectedly owners of their land, and diligently observed what
was enjoined them. And by this means Joseph procured

for himself greater esteem among the Egyptians, and
greater goodwill to the king fi-om them. And this law

that they should pay the fifth part of their fruits as

tribute, continued until the later kings.

CHAP. vni.

Of the Death of Jacob and Joseph.

NOW when Jacob had lived seventeen years m Egypt,

he fell ill, and died in the presence of his sons ; but

not till he had offered up prayers for their prosperity, and

foretold to them prophetically that the posterity of every

one of them should dwell in the land of Canaan, as indeed

happened many years afterwards. He also enlarged upon

the praises of Joseph, because he had not borne malice to

his brothers for their treatment of him, but had been even

more kind to them, and bestowed upon them such benefits
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as are seldom paid back even to benefactors. He then
commanded his own sons that they should admit Joseph's
sons, . Ephraim and Manasseh, into their number, and
divide the land of Canaan in common with them : con-

cerning whom I shall speak hereafter. And he requested
that he might be buried at Hebron. So he died, when he
had lived full an hundred and forty-seven years, having
not been behind any of his ancestors in piety towards
God ; and having such a recompense for it, as it was fit those

so good should have. And Joseph, by the king's permission,

carried his father's dead body to Hebron, and there buried

it at great expense. Now his brothers were at first un-
wilUng to return back with him, because they were afraid,

now their father was dead, that he would take vengeance
on them for their plot against him, since he was now gone
for whose sake he had been so gracious to them. But he
urged them to fear no hai-m, and to entertain no suspicion

of him. So he brought them back with him, and gave them
great possessions, and never left off his good-will to them.

§ 2. Joseph also died when he had lived an hundred and
ten years : having been admirable for virtue, and conduct-

ing all his affairs by the rules of reason ; and having
exercised his authority with moderation, which was the
cause of his so great felicity among the Egyptians, even
though he came from another country, and that in such
bad circumstances also as I have already described. At
last his brothers died also, after they had lived prospe-
rously in Egypt. Now their posterity and sons some time
after carried away their bodies, and buried them at Hebron

:

but, as for the bones of Joseph, they carried them into

the land of Canaan afterwards, when the Hebrews went
out of Egypt, for so had Joseph made them promise him
upon oath. But what became of each of them, and by
what struggles they got possession of the land of Canaan,
shall be showed hereafter, when I have first explained why
they left Egypt.
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CHAP. IX.

Concerning the Afflictions that befel the Hebrews in Egypt,
during four hundred years.

§ 1.

NOW it happened that the Egyptians, who were luxu-
rious and lazy as concerned labour, and gave them-

selves up to other pleasures, and in particular to the love
of gain, became very ill-affected towards the Hebrews, from
envy at their prosperity: for when they saw how the
nation of the Israelites flourished, and were become notable
for abundant wealth, which they had acquired by their

virtue and natural love of labour, they thought their

increase was to their own detriment. And having from
length of time forgotten the benefits they had received from
Joseph, particularly as the crown had now come into

another family, they treated the IsraeUtes very badly, and
contrived various ways of afflicting them ; for they en-

joined them to cut a great number of channels for the

river, and to build walls for their cities, and banks to

restrain the river, and hinder its waters from inundating
the country and becoming a stagnant marsh. They set

them also to build pyramids, and wore them out, and
forced them to learn all sorts of arts, and to accustom
them.selves to hard labour. And four hundred years did

they spend under these afflictions ; for they strove one
against the other, the Egyptians desiring to destroy the

Israelites by these labours, and the Israelites desiring to

rise superior to them.

§ 2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were in this condi-

tion, the following reason made the Egyptians more solici-

tous for the extinction of our nation. One of those sacred

scribes, who are very sagacious in foretelling future events

truly, told the king, that about this time there would be a

child born to the Israelites, who, if he were reared, would
bring the Egyptian dominion low, and would raise the

Israelites, and would excel all men in virtue, and obtain a

glory that would be remembered through all ages. Which
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thing was so feared by the king, that, at this scribe's sug-

gestion, he commanded that they should cast every male
child, who was born to the Israelites, into the river, and so

destroy it, and that the Egyptian midwives should watch
the labours of the Hebrew women, and observe their births

(for they were enjoined to do the office of mid^vives to

them, as being unlikely from their nationality to transgress

the king's commands). He enjoined also, that if any
parents should disobey the royal edict, and venture to

keep their male children alive, they and their families

should be destroyed. This was a severe affliction indeed

to those that suffered it, not only as they were deprived of

their sons, and being themselves parents were obliged to

help in the destruction of their own children, but the

intention being to blot out their race, by the destruction of

their children, and their own gradual dissolution, made
their calamity very hard and inconsolable to them. And
this was the misery they were in. But no one can defeat

the purpose of G-od, though he contrive ten thousand
subtle devices for that end ; for this child, whom the

sacred scribe foretold, was brought up, and concealed from
the observers appointed by the king ; and the scribe was
found a true prophet of what should hajjpen through liini.

The circumstances were as follows.

§ 3. A man whose name was Amram, one of the nobler

of the Hebrews, was afraid for the whole nation, lest it

should fail, by the dearth of young men to be brought up
hereafter ; and was very uneasy at it, his wife being then
with child, and knew not what to do. Hereupon he
betook himself to prayer to God; and entreated him to

have compassion on those who had nowise transgressed the

laws of his worship, and to afford them deliverance from
the miseries they at that time endured, and to render

abortive their enemies' hopes of the desti-uction of their

nation. Accordingly G-od had mercy on him, and was
moved by his supplication. He apj)eared to him in his

sleep, and exhorted him not to despair of future favours.

He said further, that he did not forget their piety towards
him, and would always reward them for it, as he had for-

merly granted his favour to their forefathers, and made
them increase from a few to so great a multitude. He re-
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minded him that, when Abraham was come alone out of
Mesopotamia into Canaan, he had been made happy, not
only in other respects, but also because, though his wife was
at first barren, she was afterwards by him enabled to con-
ceive seed and bear children ; and because he left to Ishmael
and to his posterity the country of Arabia, and Troglodytis
to his sons by Keturah, and Canaan to Isaac. " And it was
by my assistance," said he, "that he did great exploits in

war, which [unless you be yourselves impious] you must
still remember. As for Jacob, he became well known even
to strangers, by the greatness of the jirosperity which he
enjoyed all his life and left to his sons, who came into

Egypt with no more than seventy souls, while you are now
become over six hundred thousand. Know, therefore, that

I shall provide for you all in common what is for your
good, and particularly for your own glory. For the child,

in dread of whose birth the Egyptians have doomed the

Israelitish children to destruction, shall be thine, and he
shall be concealed from those who watch to destroy him

:

and after being brought up in a surprising way, he shall

deliver the Hebrew nation from the distress they are under
among the Egyptians. His memory shall be famous
while the world lasts, and that not only among the

Hebrews, but foreigners also. All this shall be the effect

of my favour to you and your posterity. His brother also

shall be so eminent, that he and his posterity shall have

my priesthood to the end of the world."

§ 4. When the vision had informed him of these things,

Amram awoke, and told it to Jochebed, who was his wife.

And now their fear increased on account of the prediction

in Amram' s dream ; for they were under concern, not only

for the child, but on account of the great happiness that

was to come to him also. However, the mother's labour

was such as afforded a confirmation of what was foretold

by Grod, for it was not known to those that watched her,

from the easiness of her pains, and because the throes of

her delivery did not fall upon her with violence. And now
they nourished the child at home privately for three

months ; but after that time, Amram, fearing he should

be discovered, and, by falling into the king's displeasure,

both he and his child should perish, and so he should
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make the promise of G-od of none effect, determined rather
to trust the safety and care of the child to God, than to

depend on his own concealment of him [which he looked
upon as a thing uncertain, and whereby both the child so
privately to be nourished, and himself, would be always in

imminent danger] ; for he believed that God would cer-

tainly procure the safety of the child, in order to secure the
truth of his own predictions. When they had thus deter-

mined, they made an ark of papyrus like a cradle, big
enough for an infant to be laid in it without being too
confined. They then daubed it over with bitumen (which
would naturally keep out the water from coming through
the papyrus), and put the infant into it, and setting it afloat

upon the river, they left its preservation to God. So the
river received the child, and carried him along, and Miriam,
the child's sister, passed along upon the bant near him, as
her mother had bidden her, to see where the ark would
be carried. Then did God demonstrate, that human
wisdom was nothing, but that whatever he wished to

do would have a prosperous end, and that those who
for their own security condemn others to destruction,

and take great pains over the matter, fail of their pur-
pose, while others are preserved in a surprising manner,
and obtain a prosperous condition almost from the very
midst of their calamities, when their dangers arise by the
appointment of God. And, indeed, such a providence was
exercised in the case of this child, as showed the power of
God.

§5. Thermuthis was the king's daughter. She happened
to be diverting herself by the banks of the river, and seeing
the ark borne along by the current, she sent some who could
swim, and bade them bring the cradle to her. When those
that were sent on this errand came to her with the cradle,

and she saw the little child in it, she was greatly in love
with him on account of his size and beauty : for God took
such great care of Moses, that he caused him to be thought
worthy of bringing up, and providing for, by those very
persons who had made the most fatal decrees on account of
their dread of his birth, for the destruction of the rest of
the Hebrew nation. Thermuthis bade them bring a woman
that might afford her breast to the child

;
yet would not



CHAP. IX.] ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 161

the child admit of her breast, but turned away from it, and
did so to many other women. Now Miriam was by when
this happened, not as if on purpose, but only as a spec-
tator, and she said, " It is in vain for you. Princess, to call

women who are no way akin to it to suckle the child ; but
if you will order one of the Hebrew women to be brought,
perhaps it will take to the breast of one of its own nation."
And as she seemed to speak well, Thermuthis bade her
procure such a one, and bring a Hebrew woman that
could give suck. And she, having such authority given
her, went and fetched her mother, who was known to

nobody there. And now the child gladly took to the
breast, and seemed to stick close to it; and so at the
princess' desire the nursing of the child was entirely

intrusted to Jochebed.

§ 6. Then it was that Thermuthis imposed the name
' Mouses ' upon him, from what had happened when he
was put into the river : for the Egyptians call ' water ' by
the name of ' Mo,' and such as are ' saved out of it,' by the

name of ' Uses ; ' so by putting these two words together,

they gave him his name. And he was by the confession

of all, according to Grod's prediction, as weU for his great-

ness of mind, as for his contempt of difficulties, the best

of all the Hebrews. And he was the seventh from Abra-
ham, for he was the son of Amram, the son of Caath, the

son of Levi, the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of

Abraham. Now Moses' understanding was above his age,,

nay, far beyond that standard, and when he was taught he
showed greater quickness of apprehension than was usual

at his age, and his actions at that time promised greater

ones when he should become a man. God did also give

him such height, when he was but three years old, as was
wondei-ful. And for his beauty, there was nobody so un-

couth, as when he saw Moses, did not greatly marvel at his

handsomeness. And it happened to many, that met him
as he was carried along the road, that they turned back
to see the child, and left their work to gaze idly at him.

For the beauty of the child was so remarkable and excessive,

that it spellbound spectators to gaze on him.

§ 7. Thermuthis therefore, perceiving him to be so re-

markable a child, adopted him for her son, having no
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child of her own. And on one occasion she took Moses to

her father and showed him to him, and said she thought
to make him her successor, if it should please Grod she

should have no legitimate child of her own, and said to

him, " I have brought up a child who is divine in form and
noble in mind ; and as I received him from the bounty of

the river in a wonderful manner, I thought proper to adopt
him for my son, and the heir of your kingdom." And
when she had said this, she put the infant into her father's

hands : so he took him, and hugged him close to his

breast : and, to please his daughter, playfully put his

diadem upon his head ; but Moses threw it down to the

ground, after stripping it off in childish mood, and trod

upon it with his feet. And this seemed to portend some-
thing evil to the kingdom of Egypt. So when the sacred

scribe saw this, who had foretold that his birth would be

for the humiliation of the Egyptian kingdom, he ran up
to kill him, and, crying out in a frightful manner, he said,

" O king ! this is the child of whom God foretold, that if

we kin him we shall be in no danger. He himself affords

an attestation to the prediction, by his insulting your
government, and treading upon your diadem. Put him
therefore out of the way, and deliver the Egyptians from
the fear they are in about him ; and dei^rive the He-
brews of the hope they have of reliance on him." But
Thermuthis prevented him, and snatched the child away.

And the king was reluctant to slay him, God himself,

whose providence protected Moses, inclining the king to

spare him. He was therefore educated with great care.

And the Hebrews were sanguine that great things would
be done by him; but the Egyptians were suspicious of

what would follow his education. But as there was no
plausible pretext for his being killed, either by the king,

to whom he was a relation by adoption, or by anyone else,

in whom by a knowledge of the future they might have
had more confidence, as likely to be of greater advantage
to them, they abstained from killing him.
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CHAP. X.

How Moses Warred against the Ethiopians.

§1-
MOSES therefore, being born and brought up in the

way described, and coming to maturity, made his

virtue manifest to the Egyptians ; and showed that he
was bom for their humiliation and to raise the Israelites

on the following occasion. The Ethiopians, who are neigh-
bours of the Egyptians, made an inroad into their coimtry,

and plundered and carried off the goods of the Egyptians,
who, in their rage, marched against them to revenge the

insult, but being overcome in battle, some of them were
slain, and the rest ran away in a shameful manner, and
got home safe. And the Ethiopians followed after them
in hot pursuit, and thinking that it would be soft not to

subdue all Egypt, they ravaged the country far and wide,

and when they had tasted its sweets never left off the

prosecution of the war : and as the nearest parts had not

courage enough at their first approach to fight with them,

they proceeded as far as Memphis ' and the sea, not one of

the cities being able to hold out against them. The
Egyptians in this strait betook themselves to their oracles

and prophecies ; and when Grod had counselled them to

call in the Hebrew to their aid, the king commanded his

daughter to produce Moses, that he might be their general.

And when she had made the king swear he would do

Moses no harm, she delivered him to the king, supposing

his assistance would be of great advantage, and reproaching

the priests, who, having before urged the Egyptians to kill

him as an enemy, were not ashamed now to own their

want of his help.

§ 2. So Moses, at the entreaty of Thermuthis and the

king, cheerfully undertook the business : and the sacred

scribes of both nations were glad; those of the Egyptians,

' The ruins of Memphis, or Noph, are at Mitrahamy, on the left

bank of the Nile above Cairo.
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thinking they should overcome their enemies by his valour,

and hoping at the same time to till Moses treacherously/
and those of the Hebrews hoping to escape from the
Egyptians, since Moses was to be their general. And he
was too quick for the enemy, and before they heard of his

approach marched against them with his army, not by the
river, but by land, where he gave a wonderful proof of his

sagacity. For as the ground was difficult to travel over,

because of the multitude of serpents (which it produces in

vast numbers, and indeed some that other countries do not
breed, and such as are remarkable for strength and ma-
lignity and unusual appearance, some of which fly so as
to come upon men at unawares ofi the ground and do them
a mischief), Moses invented a wonderful stratagem to pre-

serve the army safe and without hurt on its march, for he
made baskets like arks of papyrus, and filled them with
ibises,' and carried them along with the army. Now the
ibis is the greatest enemy to serpents, which fly from them
when they come near them, and as they fly they get caught
and devoured by them, as if by deer. But the ibes are
tame creatures, and only enemies to serpents. About them
I shall say no more at present, since the Grreeks them-
selves are not unacquainted with the nature of the bird.

As soon, then, as Moses was come to the land which breeds
these serpents, he let loose the ibes, and by their means
repelled the serpents, and used them to clear the ground
for his army. Having therefore thus proceeded on his
march, he came upon the Ethiopians before they expected
him, and joining battle with them, he beat them, and de-
prived them of the hopes they had of success against the
Egyptians, and attacked and overthrew their cities, and
indeed made a great slaughter of the Ethiopians. And
when the Egyptian army had once tasted success thanks
to Moses, they did not slacken their vigour, so that the
Ethiopians were in danger of being reduced to slaverv, and
utter ruin. And at last they were forced into Saba, the

' Tip aiiTip SoXifj can have no meaning here. I conjecture therefore
that icaiptji has fallen out before coXifi.

^ Pliny speaks of these birds, and says, " The Egyptians invoked
them against the serpents," Hist. Nat. x. 28.—W. See also Hero-
dotus, ii. 75, 76, and 65.
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royal city ' of Ethiopia (which Cambyses afterwards called
Meroe, after the name of his own sister), and there were
besieged. The place was almost impregnable, as it was
completely surrounded by the Nile, and two other rivers,

the Astapus and Astaboras,^ made it very difficult for such
as attempted to cross over them ; for the interior of the
city formed an island, being encompassed with a strong
wall, and having the rivers as a first line of defence, and
great ramparts between the wall and the rivers, so that
when the waters rise with the greatest violence they can
never overflow it, and these ramparts make it next to im-
possible for even such as are got over the rivers to take the
city. However, while Moses was uneasy at the army's
lying idle (for the enemies durst not offer battle), the fol-

lowing circumstance happened: Tharbis, the daughter of

the king of the Ethiopians, happened to see Moses as
he led the army near the walls, and fought with great
courage ; and admiring the ingenuity of his undertakings,
and supposing him to be the author of the Egyptian suc-

cess (when they had before despaired of recovering their

liberty), and to be the occasion of the great danger the

Ethiopians were in, who had before boasted of their great

achievements, she fell deeply in love with him. And as

her passion increased, she sent to him the most faithful of

her servants to propose marriage. He accepted her offer,

on condition she would procure the delivering up of the

city ; and gave her the assurance of an oath to take her to

wife, and that when he had once got possession of the city,

he would not break his word. No sooner said than done,

and when Moses had destroyed the Ethiopians, he gave

thanks to Grod, and celebrated the marriage, and led the

Egyptians back to their own land.

^ That is, the capital of Ethiopia.
" Jleroe lay between the Nile, the Blue Nile (Astapus), the 'Atbara

(Ai-taboras), and the Sobat rivers ; the capital Saba, or Meroe, was at

the north end of the district.
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CHAP. XI.

How Moses fled out of Egypt into Midian.

§1-

NOW the Egyptians, because they had been preserved
by Moses, entertained an hatred to him, and were

very eager in plotting against him, suspecting that he
would, after his success, stir up a revolution in Egypt, and
told the king he ought to be slain. The king also had
some intention of the same purpose, from envy of his mili-

tary exploits, and fear of being brought low by him ; and,
being urged on by the sacred scribes, he was ready to un-
dertake to kill Moses. But he, having learned beforehand
what plots there were against him, went away privately

;

and because the public roads were watched, he took his

flight through the desert, where his enemies could not sus-

pect he would travel ; and though he was destitute of food,

he went on, and despised that difficulty courageously.

And when he came to the city of Midian,^ that lay near the
Red Sea, and got its name from one of Abraham's sons by
Keturah, he sat upon a certain well, and rested there after

his laborious journey and hardships. It was not far from
the city ; and the time of the day was noon. And there

he had an opportunity offered him by the custom of the
country, of doing what exhibited his virtue, and afforded
him means of bettering his circumstances.

§ 2. For that country having but Uttle water, the shep-

herds used to occupy the wells before others came, lest

their flocks should want water, by its being exhausted by
others before they came. Now there were come to this well
seven sisters that were virgins, the daughters of Eaguel,
a priest, and one of great repiite among the people of the
country. These virgins, who took care of their father's

flocks, which sort of work it was customary among women
to do in the country of the Troglodytes, came first of all,

and drew water out of the well in sufiicient quantity for

' The city of Midian was on the east side of the gulf of 'AJeabak ; the
site has not been identified.
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their flocks, into trouglis, which were made for the recep-

tion of that water. But when the shepherds came up and
tried to drive the maidens away, that they might have the
water for themselves, Moses, thinking it monstrous to

allow the maidens to be so oppressed, and to suffer the
violence of the men to prevail over the right of the maidens,
drove away those men who had a mind to more than their

share, and afforded the necessary help to the women : who,
after having received such a benefit from him, went to their

father, and told him how they had been affronted by the
shepherds, and assisted by a stranger, and entreated that

he would not let this generous action be done in vain, nor

go without a reward. Now the father took it well of his

daughters that they were so desirous to reward their bene-

factor, and bade them bring Moses into his presence, that

he might be rewarded as he deserved. And when Moses
came, he told him the testimony his daughters bore to his

assistance, and admiring him for his virtue, he said, that

Moses had bestowed his assistance on persons not ungrate-

ful, but both able and wiUing to return his kindness, and
even to exceed the measure of his generosity. So he adopted

him as his son, and gave him one of his daughters in mar-
riage ; and appointed him to be the superintendent and
master over his cattle, for of old all the wealth of barbarians

was in cattle.

CHAP. xn.

Concerning the Buniing Bush, and the Bod of Moses.

Nl OW Moses, having obtained such treatment from
- I Jethro, for that was one of the names of Eaguel, stayed

there, and fed his flock ; but some time afterwards grazing

his flocks near the mountain called Sinai,' he drove them
there. Now Sinai is the highest of all the mountains there-

abouts, and the best for pasturage, the herbage there being

good ; and it had not been before fed upon, because of the

In the peninsula of Sinai ; the highest mountain is Jebel Kattarln,

close to Jehel Musa, the traditional Mount Sinai.
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opinion men had that G-od dwelt there, the shepherds not
daring to ascend up to it. And here it was that a wonderful
prodigy happened to Moses : for a fire seized upon a thorn-

bush, yet did its green luxuriance continue intact, nor did

the fire consume the bush, though the flame was great and
fierce. Moses was frightened at this strange sight, but was
still more astonished when the fire uttered a voice, and
called to him by name, and spoke to him, and told him
how bold he had been in venturing to come to a place

where no man had ever come before, because the place was
divine ; and advised him to remove as far as possible from
the flame, and to be contented with what he had seen

;

and though he was himself a good man, and the offspring

of great men, not to pry any further. And he foretold to

him, that he should have glory and honour among men. by
the blessing of Grod upon him ; and commanded him to

return with confidence to Egypt, to be the commander and
leader of the nation of the Hebrews, and to deliver his

kinsmen from the affliction they suffered there :
" For," said

he, " they shall inhabit that hapjjy land which your fore-

father Abraham inhabited, and shall have the enjoyment
of all sorts of good things ; and you by your intelligence

shall be their leader there." But he enjoined him, when
he had brought the Hebrews out of the land of Egypt, to

come to that place, and to offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
there. Such was the divine message delivered out of the
fire.

§ 2. But Moses was astonished at what he saw, and
much more at what he heard ; and he said, " I think it

would be madness, Lord, rather than sense, to distrust

your power, which I myself worship, and which I know has
been manifested to my forefathers, but still I fail to see

how I, who am a private man, and of no abilities, should
persuade my own countrymen to leave the country they now
inhabit, and to follow me to a land whither I should lead
them ; or, if they should be persuaded, how I can force
Pharaoh to permit them to depart, since the Egyptians
augment their own wealth and prosperity by the labour
and work they put upon them."

§ 3. But Grod exhorted him to be confident on aU points,
and promised to be with him, and to assist him in his
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words, when lie was to persuade men, and in his deeds
to supply strength. He bade him also take a sign of the
truth of what he said, by throwing his rod upon the ground,
which, when he had done, it crept along, and became a ser-

pent, and rolled itself round in coUs, and reared its head,
as ready to retaliate on such as should assault it, after

which it became again a rod as it was before. After this,

G-od bade Moses put his right hand into his bosom: he
obeyed, and when he took it out it was white and in colour

like chalk, but afterwards it returned to its usual colour

again. He also, at G-od's command, took some of the

water that was near him, and poured it upon the ground,
and saw the colour was that of blood. And Moses mar-
velling at these signs, God exhorted him to be of good
courage, and to be assured that he would be the greatest

support to him ; and bade him make use of those signs in

order to obtain belief among all men, " that you are sent by
me, and do all things according to my commands. And I

bid you make no delay but haste to Egypt, and travel night

and day, and not waste time, so as to make the bondage and
sufferings of the Hebrews to last the longer."

§ 4. Moses having now seen and heard these wonders,

that assured him of the truth of these promises of God,
could no longer disbelieve them : he entreated God to grant

him that power when he should be in Egypt ; and besought

him to vouchsafe to him the knowledge of his name, that

since he had heard and seen him, he would also tell him
his name, so that when he offered sacrifice, he might in-

voke him by it. Whereupon God declared to him his

name, which had never been discovered to men before, con-

cerning which it is not lawful for me to speak. And these

signs accompanied Moses, not then only, but always when
he needed them : of all which signs he put most confidence

in the fire in the bush, and believing that God would be a

gracious supporter to him, he hoped he should be able to

deliver his own nation, and to bring ruin on the Egyptians.
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CHAP. xni.

How Moses returned into Egypt to Pharoah.

AND Moses, when he heard that the Pharaoh, in whose
reign he had fled away, was dead, asked leave of

Eaguel to go to Egypt to help his own people : and he took

with him Zipporah, the daughter of Eaguel, whom he
had married, and the sons he had by her, Gershom and
Eleazar, and made haste into Egypt. Now the former of

these names, G-ershom, signifies in the Hebrew tongue, ' I

have been a stranger in a strange land ;

' and Eleazar, that,

by the ' assistance of the God of his fathers,' he had escaped

from the Egyptians. Now when they were near the

borders, Aaron his brother, by the command of God, met
him, to whom he declared what had happened to him at

the mountain, and the commands that God had given him.

And as they went forward, the chief men among the

Hebrews, having learned that they were coming, met them :

to whom Moses declared the signs he had seen ; and, as he

was not believed, he made them see them. So they took

courage at these surprising and unexpected sights, and had
a good hope about everything, believing now that God
looked after their preservation.

§ 2. Now when Moses found that the Hebrews would be

obedient to whatever he should order, as they promised to

be, and that they were in love with liberty, he went to the

king, who had indeed but lately received the government,

and told him how much he had done to help the Egyptians,

when they were despised by the Ethiopians, and their

cotmtry laid waste by them ; and how he had been the com-
mander of their forces, and had laboured for them, as if

they had been his own people ; and he informed him what
danger he had been in during that expedition, without
having any proper return made to him, as he had deserved.

He also informed him of what had happened to him at

Mount Sinai, and what God had said to him ; and the signs

that were done by God, in order to make him put faith in
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the commands which he had given him, and he exhorted
him not to disbelieve what he told him, nor to oppose the
will of God.

§ 3. And when the king jeered, Moses made him actually
see the signs that were done at Mount Sinai. But the
king was very angry with Moses, and called him a bad
man, who had formerly run away from his Egyptian
slavery, and now came back with deceitful tricks and
wonders and magical arts to frighten him. And when he
had said this, he commanded the priests to let him see the
same wonderful sights, knowing that the Egyptians were
skilful in these kind of arts [and that he was not the only
person who knew them, and pretended to be divine; as
also he told him, that, when he exhibited such wonderful
sights before him, he would only be believed by the un-
learned]. And when the priests threw down their rods,

they too became serpents. But Moses was not daunted at
this, and said, " king, I do not myself despise the wisdom
of the Egyptians, but I say that what I do is as much
superior to what these do by magic arts and tricks, as
divine power exceeds the power of man : and I will prove
that what I do is not done by juggling or untrue decep-
tion, but by the providence and power of God." And
when he had said this, he cast his rod down upon the
ground, and commanded it to turn itself into a serpent. It

obeyed him, and went all round, and devoured the rods of

the Egyptians, which seemed to be dragons, until it had
consumed them all ; it then returned to its own form, and
Moses took it up.

§ 4. However, the king was no more moved, when this

was done, than before, but being very angry, he said, that

Moses should gain nothing by his cunning and shrewd-
ness against the Egyptians. And he commanded the
chief task-master over the Hebrews to give them no re-

laxation from their labours, but to compel them to submit
to greater oppressions than before. Eor though he allowed
them chafE before for making their bricks, he would allow
it them no longer, but he made them work hard at brick-

making in the daytime, and they had to gather chafE in the
night. Now as their labour was thus doubled, they laid

the blame upon Moses, because their work and misery were



172 THE WORKS OF TLATIUS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK II.

on his account become more severe. But Moses did not

let his courage sink for the king's threatenings, nor did he
abate his zeal for all the Hebrews' complaints, but he set

his soul resolutely against both, and used his own utmost
diligence to procure liberty to his countrymen. So he went
to the king, and urged him to let the Hebrews go to Mount
Sinai, and sacrifice there to God, for he had oi-dered them
so to do, and not to act counter to the designs of G-od, but
to esteem his favour above all things, and to permit them
to depart, lest, before he was aware, by laying an obstruc-

tion in the way of the divine commands, he should occa-

sion his own suffering such punishments as it was probable
anyone that acted counter to the divine commands would
undergo, since afflictions arise from everything to those

that provoke the divine wrath against them ; for such have
neither earth nor air for their friends, not does the fruit of

the womb come according to natiire, but everything is

hostile and adverse to them. He said further, that the

Egyptians should know this by bitter experience ; and that

also the Hebrew people should go out of their country
without their consent.

CHAP. xrv.

Concerning the Ten Plagues which came upon the Egyptians.

§1-

BUT as the king made hght of the words of Moses, and
paid no regard to them at all, grievous plagues seized

the Egyptians ; every one of which I will describe, both
because no such plagues ever happened to any other

nation as the Egyptians now felt, and because I wish to

show that Moses did not speak falsely in any one thing that

he foretold them, and because it is for the good of man-
kind, that they may leam this caution, not to act like the

Egyptians and do anything that may displease God, lest

he be provoked to wrath, and avenge their iniquities upon
them. The Egyptian river ran with blood at the command
of God, insomuch that it could not be drunk, and they had
no other spring of water, and the water was not only of
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the colour of blood, but it brought upon those that ven-
tured to drink it pain and bitter torment. Such was
the river to the Egyptians : but it was sweet and fit for

drinking to the Hebrews, and no way different from its

natural condition. As the king therefore knew not what
to do in these surprising circumstances, and was in fear

for the Egyptians, he gave the Hebrews leave to go away
;

but when the plague ceased, he changed his mind again,

and would not suffer their departure.

§ 2. But when Grod saw that he was ungrateful, and
upon the ceasing of calamity would not grow wiser, he sent

another plague upon the Egyptians : an innumerable multi-

tude of frogs devastated their land, the river was also full

of them, insomuch, that those who drew water found it

spoiled by the blood of these animals, as they died in and
were drowned in the water ; and the country was full of

filthy slime, as they were bom and died ; they also dis-

turbed all their household arrangements, being found
among what they ate, and what they drank, and swarming
upon their beds. There was also a strong and unpleasant

odour from them as they died in their houses. And as the

Egyptians suffered grievously from this plague, the king

ordered Moses to take the Hebrews with him, and be gone.

Upon which the whole multitude of the frogs vanished

away, and both the land and river returned to their usual

condition. But as soon as Pharaoh saw the land freed

from this j>lague, he forgot the cause of it and retained

the Hebrews ; and, as though he had a mind to try the

nature of more such judgments, he would not yet suffer

Moses and his people to depart, having made his conces-

sion rather out of fear than from prudence.

§ 3. Accordingly, God punished his falseness with an-

other additional plague. There broke out in the bodies

of the Egyptians an innumerable quantity of lice, by
which these miserable wretches miserably perished, being

unable to destroy the vermin either with washes or with

ointments. At which terrible plague the king of Egypt
was troubled, fearing that his people would be destroyed,

and considering that the manner of death was also shame-

ful, so that he was forced in part to recover from ' his folly

' Reading am for iim.
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to a sound mind, for he gare leave for the Hebrews them-
selves to depart. But when the plague thereupon ceased,

he demanded that they should leave their children and
wives behind them, as pledges of their return, whereby
he provoked G-od to greater anger, thinking to impose

on his providence, and as if it were only Moses, and not

Grod, who punished Egypt for the sake of the Hebrews
;

for he filled that country full of various kinds of pesti-

lential creatures, such as had never been seen by m§n
before, by whom the men themselves perished, and the land

was destitute of husbandmen for its cultivation : and if

anything escaped destruction by them, it was killed by a

distemper, which the men suffered from also.

§ 4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield to the

will of God, but though he gave leave to the husbands to

take their wives with them, insisted that the children

should be left behind, G-od jjresently resolved to punish

his wickedness with various plagues greater than those

prevalent before ; for their bodies had terrible boils, break-

ing forth with blains, which consumed their inward jjarts,

and a great many Egyptians perished in this manner.
But when the king was not brought to reason by this

plague, hail such as the climate of Egypt had never suffered

from before, like that which falls in other climates in winter-

time, and larger than that which falls in the middle of

spring in the northern and north-western regions, came
down and destroyed all their crops. After this, a swarm
of locusts devoured the seed which was not hurt by the

had, so that to the Egyptians their hopes of crops were
entirely lost.

§ 5. The forementioned calamities would have been suffi-

cient for one that was only foolish, without wickedness, to

make him wise and sensible of what was for his advantage.

But Pharaoh, not so much in folly as in wickedness, even
though he knew the cause of his troubles, still contested

with God, and wilfully deserted the better course. So he
bade Moses take the Hebrews away with their wives and
children, but leave their cattle behind, since the Egyptian
cattle were destroyed. But when Moses said, that what he
desired was unjust, since they were obliged to offer sacrifices

to God of those cattle ; and as time was wasted over this
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argument, a thick darkness, without the least light, spread
itself over the Egyptians, whereby their sight being ob-

structed, and their breathing hindered by the thickness

of the air, they died miserably, and in terror lest they
should be swallowed up by the dark cloud. After that,

when the darkness, after three days and as many nights,

was dissipated, and yet Pharaoh did not repent and let the

Hebrews go, Moses came to him, and said :
" How long

will you be disobedient to the command of Grod ? for he
enjoins you to let the Hebrews go ; nor is there any other

way of your all being freed from these plagues unless you
do so." But the king was angry at what he said, and
threatened to cut off his head, if he came any more to

trouble him about these matters. Thereupon Moses said,

he would not speak to him any more about them, but that

the king himself, together with the principal Egyptians,

would beseech the Hebrews to go away. So when Moses
had said this, he went his way.

§ 6. But God, signifying that with one more plague he

would compel the Egyptians to let the Hebrews go, com-

manded Moses to tell the people to make ready a sacrifice,

and to prepare themselves on the tenth day of the month
Xanthicus against the fourteenth (the month is called by

the Egyptians Pharmuthi, and by the Hebrews Nisan, but

the Macedonians call it Xanthicus), and ordered him to

lead away the Hebrews with all they had. Accordingly,

having got the Hebrews ready for their departure, and

having divided the people into tribes, he kept them to-

gether in one place. And when the fourteenth day was

come, and all were ready to depart, they offered sacrifice,

and purified theii- houses with the blood, using bunches of

hyssop for that purpose ; and when they had supped, they

burnt the remainder of the flesh, as just ready to depart.

Whence it is, that we do still offer this sacrifice in like

manner to this day, and call this festival Pascha, which

signifies passover, because on that night Grod passed us

over, and sent the plague upon the Egyptians ; for the

destruction of the first-born came upon the Egyptians that

night, so that many of the Egyptians, who lived near the

king's palace, came and advised Pharaoh to let the Hebrews

go. Accordingly he called for Moses, and bade them be
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off, supposing, if once the Hebrews were gone out of the

country, that Egypt would be freed from its miseries. They
also honoured the Hebrews with gifts, some in order to get

them to depart quickly, and others on account of their

neighbourly friendship to them.

CHAP. XV.

How the Hebrews, led by Moses, left Egypt.

§ 1-

SO the Hebrews went out of Egypt, while the Egyptians
wept, and repented that they had treated them so

harshly. And they took their journey by Letopolis,' a place

at that time deserted, but where Babylon ' was built after-

wards, when Cambyses conquered Egypt. And as they

joiu-neyed by the shortest route, on the third day they

came to a place called Baalzephon ^ near the Eed Sea ; and
as they had no food out of the land, because it was a
desert, they ate loaves kneaded with flour, only baked by a
gentle heat ; and this food they made use of for thirty

days ; for what they brought out of Egypt would not

suffice them any longer time ; and that only while they

dispensed it to each person, to use so much only as would
serve for necessity, but not for satiety. Whence it is, that,

in memory of the want we were then in, we keep a feast

for eight days, called the feast of unleavened bread. Now
the entire multitude of those that went out, including

women and children, would not be easy to number, but
those that were of an age fit for war were six hundred
thousand.

§ 2. They left Egypt in the month Xanthicus, on the

' A town in Lo-ner Egypt, about twenty miles noi'tli of Memphis,
which gave its name to the Letopolitan Nome ; it is now probably cr-

Bahneh.
^ A town in Lower Egypt, in the Heliopolitan Nome, on the right

bank of the Nile, and at the commencement of the old canal connecting
the Nile with the Red Sea. The ruins are near Old Cairo, and still

bear the name Babiil.

' Site not identified.
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fifteentli day according to the moon, four hundred and
thirty years after our forefather Abraham went into
Canaan, and two hundred and fifteen years after Jacob re-

moved into Egypt. It was the eightieth year of the age
of Moses, and Aaron was three years older. They also

carried out the bones of Joseph with them, as he had
charged his sons to do.

§ 3. But the Egyptians repented that the Hebrews were
gone, and the king also was very enraged, as if it had come
about through the jugglery of Moses, so they resolved to

go after them. Accordingly they took their weapons and
other stores of war, and pursued after them, in order to bring
them back, if once they overtook them, because they could
now have no pretence to pray to G-od, since they had
already been permitted to go out ; and they thought they
would easily overcome them, as they had no armour, and
would be weary with their journey. So they made haste

in their pursuit, and asked of everyone they met which
way they were gone ; and indeed it was a difficult land to

travel over, not only for armies but for single persons.

Now Moses had led the Hebrews this way, that in case the
Egyptians should repent of letting them go, and be
desirous to pursue after them, they might undergo the

punishment of their wickedness, and of the breach of those

promises they had made to them. Also on account of the

inhabitants of Palestine, who had been hostile to them and
hated them of old, he contrived that by all means they

might not know of their departure, for their country was
next that of Egypt ; and so it was that Moses led the

people not along the road to the land of Palestine, but
was desirous that they should go through the desert, that

so, after a long journey and many hardships, they might
enter into the land of Canaan. Another reason of this

was, that God had commanded him to bring the people to

Mount Sinai, that there they might ofEer him sacrifices.

Now when the Egyptians had overtaken the Hebrews, they

prepared for battle, and by their multitude drove them
into a narrow place, for the number that pursued after

them was six hundred chariots, with fifty thousand horse,

and two hundred thousand foot. They also blocked up the

roads by which they imagined the Hebrews might fly,
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intercepting them between inaccessible precipices and the

sea; for a mountain terminated at the sea, which was
impassable from its ruggedness, and so barred their flight

;

so they hemmed in the Hebrews with their army, where
the mountain closed with the sea, planting themselves at

this opening, that so they might bar their passage into the

plain.

§ 4. The Hebrews then, not being able to undergo as it

were a siege, because they wanted provisions, and seeing

no means of escape, and if they resolved to fight having no
weapons, expected complete destruction, unless they sur-

rendered voluntarily to the Egyptians. And they accused
Moses, and forgot aU the miracles wrought by God for their

freedom, and in their unbeHef wished to stone the prophet,

who encouraged them and promised them deliverance, and
resolved to deliver themselves up to the Egjrptians. And
there was sorrow and lamentation among the women and
children, who had nothing but destruction before their

eyes, as they were shut in by mountains, the sea, and their

enemies, and saw no means of escape.

§ 5. But Moses, though the multitude looked fiercely at

him, did not relax his care of them, but trusted in G-od,

who, as he had done for their liberation all other things

which he had foretold them, would not now suffer them to

be subdued by their enemies, to be either made slaves of,

or to be slain by them. And standing in the midst, he
said, " It is not just for us to distrust even men, when they
have hitherto well managed our affairs, as if they would
not be the same men hereafter : but it is no better than
madness for you at this time to despair of the providence
of Grod, by whom all those things have been iserfonned
which he promised, when you expected no such things,

namely, all that I have had a hand in for your deliverance

and escape from slavery. Nay, when we are in the utmost
distress, as you see we are, we ought the rather to hope
that Grod wiU succour us, whose work it is that we are now
hemmed in in this narrow place, that he may deliver us
out of such difiiculties as are otherwise insurmountable,
and out of which neither you nor your enemies expect you
can be delivered, and may at once demonstrate his own
power and providence over us. For God does not give his
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help in small matters to those whom he favours, but in
cases where he sees no hope in men of bettering their con-
dition. Depend, therefore, upon such a protector as is

able to make small things great, and to evidence the weak-
ness of this mighty force, and be not affrighted at the
Egyptian army, and despair not of safety, because the sea
before and the mountains behind afford you no opportunity
for fleeing, for even these mountains, if God so please,

may be made level ground for you, and the sea become dry
land."

CHAP. XYI.

Hov] the Sea was divided asutider for the Hebrews, when they

were pursued hy the Egyptians, and so gave them an oppor-

tunity of escaping from them.

§1-

WHEN Moses had said this, he led them on towards
the sea, while the Egyptians looked on. For they

were within sight, but so tired by their toilsome pursuit, that

they thought it best to put off fighting till the next day.

But when Moses was come to the sea-shore, he took his

rod, and made supplication to G-od, and called upon him to

be their helper and aid, and said, " Thou art not ignorant,

O Lord, that it is beyond human strength and human con-

trivance for us to extricate ourselves from our present con-

dition, but it must be thy work altogether to procure

deliverance to our host, which left Egypt at thy command.
We despair of any other hope or contrivance, and have

recourse only to that hope we have in thee : and if there

be any method that can promise us escape from the

fury of the Egyptians by thy providence, we look to thee

for it. And let it come quickly, and manifest thy power to

us, and do thou infuse in the people, who are deeply sunk

into a disconsolate state of mind, courage and confidence

of deliverance. We are in extremities, but still such as

thou hast power over ; the sea is thine, the mountain that

encloses us is thine ; so that it will open if thou com-
mandest it, and the sea also, if thou commandest it, wiU
become dry land. Nay, we might escape by a flight
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through the air, if it seemed good to thee to preserve us in

that way by thy power."

§ 2. When Moses had thus prayed to God, he smote the

sea with his rod, which parted asunder at the stroke, and
retiring into itself, left dry ground as a road for the flight

of the Hebrews. Now, when Moses saw this manifestation

of God, and that the sea went out of its own place and left

dry land, he stepped first of all into it, and bade the He-
brews follow him along that divine road, rejoicing at the

danger their enemies that followed them were in, and
giving thanks to God for so surprising a deliverance vouch-

safed to them by him.

§ 3. Now as they loitered not, but went on earnestly,

relying on God's presence with them, the Egyptians
supposed at first that they were mad, and rushing upon
certain destruction. But when they saw that they had
gone a great way without any harm, and that no obstacle

or difficulty presented itself, they made haste to pursue
them, hoping that the sea would be calm for them also.

They put their cavalry foremost, and stepped down into

the sea. Now the Hebrews, while they were j)utting on
their armour and so lost time, were beforehand with them,
and got over to the land on the other side without any
hurt. So the Egyptians were encouraged the more to pur-

sue them, expecting no harm would come to them either

:

but they were not aware that they went into a road made
for the Hebrews, and not a common road,—a road made
for the deliverance of those in danger, but not for those

who were intent on using it for the others' destruction.

As soon, therefore, as ever the whole Egyptian army was
within it, the sea flowed back again, and came down with

a rush agitated by storms of w^ind, and cut off the Egyp-
tians. Showers of rain also came down from heaven, and
dreadful thunders and flashes of lightning. Thunderbolts

also were darted upon them. Nor was there anything,

wont to be sent upon men by God as indications of his

wrath, which did not happen at this time, for a dark and
dismal night oppressed them. And thus did all these men
perish, so that there was not one man left to be a mes-
senger of this calamity to the rest of the Egyptians.

§ 4. But the Hebrews were not able to contain them-
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selves for joy at their wonderful deliverance, and destruc-
tion of their enemies, supposing themselves firmly deHvered,
as those that would have forced them into slavery were
destroyed, and as they found they had G-od so evidently
for their protector. And having escaped the danger
they were in in this manner, and moreover seeing their
enemies punished in such a way as is never recorded of
any other men whatever, they spent all the night in
singing of hymns and mirth. Moses also composed a song
to Grod, containing his praises, and a thanksgiving for his
favour, in he.^ameter ' verse.

§ 5. As for myself, I have delivered every part of this

account as I found it in the sacred books. And let no one ^

' What that hexameter verse, in which Moses' triumphant song is

here said to be written, distinctly means, our present ignorance of the
old Hebrew metre or measure will not let us determine. Nor does it

appear to me certain, that even Josephus himself had u. distinct notion
of it, though he speaks of several sorts of that metre or measure, both
here and elsewhere, Antiq. iv. 8, § 44, and vii. 12, § 3.

—

W.
'' Take here the original passages of the four old authors that still

remain, as to the transit of Alexander the Great over the Pamphylian
Sea ; I mean of Callisthenes, Strabo, Arrian, and Appian. As to Callis-

thenes, who himself accompanied Alexander in this expedition, Eusta-
thius, in his notes upon the third Iliad of Homer (as Dr. Bernard here
informs us), says, that " this Callisthenes wrote, how the Pamphylian
!Sea did not only open a passage for Alexander, but, rising and
elevating its waters, did pay him homage as its king."—-Strabo's account

is this, Greg. xiv. p. 666. " Now about Phaselis is that narrow
passage, by the sea side, through which Alexander led his army. There
is a. mountain called Climax, which adjoins to the sea of Pamphylia,
leaviug a narrow passage on the shore, which in calm weather is bare,

so as to be passable by travellers, but when the sea overflows, it is

covered to a great degree by waves. Now then, the ascent by the

mountains being round about and steep, in still weather they make use

of the road along the coast. But Alexander fell into the winter season,

and, committing himself chiefly to fortune, he marched on before the

waves retired, and so it happened that they were a whole day in journey-

ing over it, and were under water up to the navel."—Arrian's account is

this, i. pp. 72, 73. '• When Alexander removed from Phaselis, he sent

some part of his army over the mountains to Perga ; which road the

Thracians showed him. A difficult way it was, but short. However,
he himself conducted those that were with him by the sea-shore. This
road is impassable at any other time than when the north wind blows

;

but if the south wind prevail, there is no passing by the shore. Now at

this time, after strong south winds, a north wmd blew; and that not
without the Divine providence (as both he and they that were with him
supposed), and afforded him an easy and quick passage." Appian, when
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wonder at the strangeness of the narration, if a way of

safety through the sea were discovered to those men of old

time who were free from wickedness, whether by the will

of Q-od, or by chance, since for Alexander, king of Mace-
donia, and his suite, who lived only the other day, the

Pamphylian sea' retired and afforded them a passage

through itself, when they had no other way to go, when
it was the will, of God to destroy the monarchy of the

Persians. And this is recorded as true by all that have
written about the exploits of Alexander. But as to these

events let every one think as he pleases.

§ 6. On the next day Moses collected the weapons of

the Egyptians, which were brought to the camp of the

Hebrews by the current of the sea, and the force of the

wind acting upon it, and he conjectured that this also hap-
pened by divine providence, so that they might not be
destitute of weapons. So, when he had ordered the He-
brews to arm themselves with them, he led them to Movmt
Sinai, in order to offer sacrifice there to God, and to

render thank-offerings for the deliverance of the people,

as he had been ordered beforehand.

he compares Caesar and Alexander together (De Bel. Civil, ii. p. 522),

says, " That they both depended on their boldness and fortune, as much
as on their skill in war. As an instance of which, Alexander journeyed
over a country without water in the heat of summer, to the oracle of

[Jupiter] Hammon, and quickly passed over the bay of Pamphylia,
when, by Divine Providence, the sea was cut off; thus Providence
restraining the sea on his account, as it had sent rain when he travelled

over the desert.

N.B. Since, in the days of Josephus, as he assures us, all the more
numerous original historians of Alexander gave the account he has here

set down, as to the providential going back of the waters of the Pam-
phylian Sea, when he was going with his army to destroy the Persian
monarchy, which the fore-named authors now remaining fully confirm,
it is without all just foundation that Jo.sephus is here blamed by some
late writers for quoting these ancient authors upon the present occasion.

Nor can the reflections of Plutarch, or any other author later than
Josephus, be in the least here alleged to contradict him. Josephus went
by all the evidence he then had, and that evidence of the most authentic
sort also. So that, whatever the moderns may think of the thing itself,

there is hence not the least colour for finding fault with Josephus ; he
would rather have been much to blame had be omitted these quota-
tions.—W.

' Now the Gtilf of Adalia, on the south coast of Asia Minor.
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BOOK in.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OT TWO TEAES. PEOM THE
EXODUS OUT OP EGYPT, TO THE REJECTION OP THAT
GENERATION.

CHAP. I.

How Moses, when he had brought the People out of Egypt,
led them, to Mount Sinai, hut not till they had suffered

many Hardships on their Jowrney.

§1-

WHEN the Hebrews had obtained such a wonderful
deliverance, the country was a great trouble to them

on their journey to Sinai, for it was entirely a desert, and
without any sustenance for them, and also had exceeding
little water, so that it was not only not at all sufficient for
the men, but not enough to feed any of the cattle, for it

was parched up, and had no moisture that could give

growth to any produce. But they were forced to travel

over this country such as it was, as they had no other but
this to travel in. They did indeed carry water along with
them from the land over which they had just travelled, as

their leader had bidden them ; but when that was spent,

they were obliged to draw water out of wells, with diffi-

culty from the hardness of the soU. Moreover, what
water they found was bitter, and not fit for drinking, and
that in small quantities only. And as they thus travelled,

they came late in the evening to a place called Mar,' which
had its name from the badness of the water, for Mar
denotes bitterness. And they were distressed when they

got there, both from the tediousness of their journey, and
their want of food, which entirely failed them at that time.

Now there was a well there, which made them the more to

stay in the place, which, although it was not sufficient to

' The Marah of Exod. xv. 23, and Numb, xxxiii. 8, 9
;
probably 'Ain

Hawarah, on the road from Suez to Sinai.
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satisfy so great an army, did yet afford them some comfort
in such a region, for they heard from those who had been
sent to explore that there was nothing to be found if they
travelled further. Yet was this water bitter, and not fit

for men to drink, and intolerable even to the cattle them-
selves.

§ 2. When Moses saw how much the people were dis-

spirited, and that the matter was incontestable (for they
were not a pure anny, who could oppose a manly fortitude

to the necessity that distressed them, but the multitude of

children and of women, being of too weak capacities to be
persuaded by reason, blunted the courage of the men) , he was
in great anxiety, and had everybody's calamity as his own.
For all ran to him and begged of him, the women for their

infants, and the men for the women, that he would not
neglect them, but would procure some means to save them
alive. He therefore betook himself to prayer to God, that

he would change the water from its present badness, and
make it fit for drinking. And when G-od had granted him
that favour, he took the top of a stick that lay down at his

feet, and divided it in the middle, and made an incision

lengthways. He then let it down into the well, and per-

suaded the Hebrews that God had hearkened to his prayers,

and had promised to render the water such as they desired it

to be, in case they would obey him in what he should enjoin
them to do, and that not remissly but with alacrity. And
when they asked, what they were to do in order to get the
water changed for the better ? he bade the strongest men
among them that stood round to draw up the water, and
told them that when the greatest part was drawn up, the
remainder would be fit to drink : so they laboured at it till

the water was so agitated and purged by frequent strokes

as to be fit to drink.

§ 3. And removing from thence they came to EUm,'
which looked well at a distance, for there was a grove of

palm-trees there, but when they came near, it was evidently
a bad place, for the palm-trees were no more than seventy

;

and they were iU-grown and stunted from want of water,
for the country about was all parched, and no moisture
sufficient to water them gushed out from the fountains,

' Perhaps Wddy Ghurundul, on the road from Suez to Sinai.
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which were in number twelve ; they were rather a few
moist places than springs that could jet out their water
plentifully. And when they dug in the sand they found
no water, and if they did get a few drops into their hands,
they found it useless on account of its muddy nature. The
trees also were too weak to bear fruit, for want of being
sufficiently cherished and refreshed by water. So they laid
the blame on their leader, and cried out against him ; and
said, that their miserable state, and this taste of adversity
were owing to him. For they had now journeyed thirty
days, and had spent all the provisions they had brought
with them, and, finding no fresh ones, were in a very de-
sponding condition. And by fixing their attention upon
their present evil plight, they were hindered from remem-
bering what favours they had received from G-od, and from
the virtue and wisdom of Moses also ; so they were very
angry with their leader, and were fain to stone him as the
du-ect occasion of their present miseries.

§ 4. But as for Moses, though the multitude were ex-

cited and bitterly set against him, he cheerfully relied upon
God, and upon the consciousness of the care he had taken
of his fellow-countrymen, and he came into the midst of

them, even while they clamoured against him, and had
stones in their hands. He was of an agreeable presence,

and very able to persuade the people by his speeches, so he
began to mitigate their anger, and exhorted them not to be
overmindful of their present necessities, lest they should
thereby suffer the benefits that had formerly been bestowed
on them to slip out of their memories ; and he desired them
by no means, on account of their present distress, to cast

out of their minds those great and wonderful favours and
gifts which they had obtained of Grod, but to expect de-

liverance out of their present straits also by the solicitude

for them of God, who, it was probable, was making a trial

of their virtue to see what fortitude they had, and what
memory they retained of his former wonderful works in

their favour, and whether they would not think of them in

the miseries they now felt. He told them, it appeared they
were notreally good men, either in patience, or in remember-
ing the benefits done to them, since they so despised God
and his commands, bv which thev had left the land of
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Egypt, and behaved themselves so ill to him who was the
servant of God, and that when he had never deceived them,
either in what he had said, or ordered them to do by God's
command. He also recapitulated all that had passed : how
the Egyptians were destroyed when they attempted to de-
tain them by force contrary to the will of God, and how the
very same river was to the Egyptians bloody and not fit for
drinking, but to them sweet and fit for drinking ; and how
they went a new road through the sea, which retired a long
way from them, by which very thing they were themselves
preserved, but saw their enemies destroyed ; and how when
they were in want of weapons, God gave them plenty of

them ; and so he recoimted all the particular instances,

how when they were apparently just going to be de-

stroyed, God had saved them in a surprising manner, and
that he had still the same power, so that they ought not
even now to despair of his providence, but to continue
quiet, and to consider that help would not come too late,

though it came not immediately, if it were present with
them before they suffered any great misfortune ; that they
ought to reason thus, that God delayed to assist them, not
because he had no regard to them, but because he would
first try their fortitude, and the pleasure they took in free-

dom, that he might learn whether they had souls great
enough to bear want of food and scarcity of water on its

account, or whether they were content to be slaves, as cattle

were slaves to such as owned them and fed them liberally,

but only in order to make them more useful in their ser-

vice. Finally he said that he should not be so much con-
cerned for his own preservation (for if he should die un-
justly he should not reckon it any affliction), but that he
was concerned for them, lest, by stoning him, they should
be thought to despise God.

§ 5. By this speech he pacified the people, and restrained
them from stoning him, and made them repent of what
they were going to do. And because he thought the neces-
sity they were in made their passion less unjustifiable,

he thought he ought to apply himself to God by prayer
and supplication ; and going up to an eminence, he re-
quested of God some succour for the people and deliverance
from the want they were in (for in him, and in him alone.
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was their hope of safety) ; and he desired that he would
forgive what necessity had forced the people to do, since
it was the nature of mankind to be peevish and querulous
in adversity. And Grod promised he would take care of
them, and afford them the succour they were desirous of.

And when Moses heard this from God, he came down to
the multitude. And when they saw him joyful at the
promises he had received from God, they changed their de-
jection to gladness. And he placed himself in the midst
of them, and told them he came to bring them from God
a deliverance out of their present distress. And soon
after came a vast number of quaUs (this is a bird more
plentiful in the Arabian gulf than anywhere else), flying
over the sea, and hovering over them, till, wearied with
their flight, and also flying more than other birds very near
to the earth, they bore down upon the Hebrews, who
caught them, and satisfied their hunger with them, and
supposed that this was the method whereby God meant to

supply them with food. Upon which Moses returned
thanks to God for affording them his assistance so qtiickly,

even sooner than he had promised it.

§ 6. But soon after this first supply of food God sent them
a second : for as Moses was lifting up his hands in prayer,

a dew fell down : and Moses, when he found it stick to his

hands, supposing this also was come for food from God to

them, tasted it, and was deUghted, and as the people knew
not what it was and thought it snowed, and that it was
what usually fell at that time of the year, he informed
them, that this dew did not fall from heaven as they

imagined, but was for their preservation and sustenance.

So he tasted it, and gave them some of it, that they might
be satisfied of what he told them. They also imitated

their leader, and were pleased with the food, for it was like

honey in sweetness and pleasant taste, and very similar to

bdellium one of the sweet spices, and in size equal to

coriander seed. And very earnest they were in gathering

it, but they were enjoined to gather it equally, the measure
of an omer for each day, that this food should not fail

them, and the weaker not be able to get their share, by
reason of the overgreediness of the strong in gathering it.

However, those who from their extra labour gathered



188 THE WOEKS OP FLATITTS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK III.

more than the measure appointed for them, had no more
than others, for they found no more than an omer a piece.

And there was no advantage got by leaving any till the

next day, as it got bitter and bred worms. So divine and
wonderful a food it was ! It also supplied the want of

other food to those that fed on it. And even now in

all that region it comes down in rain, as Moses then
obtained it of Grod for the people's sustenance. Now the

Hebrews call this food manna, for the particle ' man ' in

our language, asks the question, ' What is this ? ' So the

Hebrews continued to be very joyful at this food sent

them from heaven. And they used it for forty years,

as long in fact as they were in the wilderness.

§ 7. As soon as they removed thence, they came to

Eephidim,' being distressed to the last degree by thirst, for

while on the precedingdays they had lit on a few smallfoun-

tains, theynowfound the land entirely destitute of water, and
were in an evil case, and again turned their anger against

Moses. Andhe, only just escaping the fury of the multitude,

betook himself to prayer to God, beseeching him, that as he
had given them food when they were in the greatest want
of it, so he would give them drink, since the favour of giving

them food was of no value to them while they had nothing
to drink. And God did not delay to give it them, but
promised Moses that he would procure them a fountain
and plenty of water from a place they did not expect to

get any from. And he commanded him to smite the rock
which they saw lying there, with his rod, and out of it to

receive plenty of what they wanted, for he would see that
drink should come to them without any labour or pains.

When Moses had received this command from God, he
came to the people who waited for him, and looked upon
him, for they saw already that he was coming fast from the
eminence. As soon as he was come, he told them that God
would deliver them from their present distress, and had
granted them an unexpected deliverance, and told them,
that a river should run for their sakes out of the rock.

But they were dejected at hearing that, supposing it would
be necessary to cut the rock in pieces, now they were worn

' See Numb, xxxiii. 14, 15. Probably near Feirdn, in the Wddy
Feiran, in the Sinaitic peninsula.
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out by their thirst and journey, when Moses only smote
the rock with his rod, and out of it gushed out water in

great abundance, and very clear. But they were astonished

at this wonderful thing, and, as it were, quenched their

thirst at the very sight. And the water was pleasant and
sweet to those that drank it, and such as was to be
expected where G-od was the donor. They also admired
Moses for being so honoured by G-od, and gratefully offered

sacrifice to God for his providence towards them. And
a document deposited in the temple informs us that God
foretold to Moses that water should in this manner be

elicited from the rock.

CHAP. II.

How the Amalekites, and the neighbouring Nations, made
War with the Sebreivs, and were beaten, and lost a great

Part of their Army.
§1-

THE name of the Hebrews began already to be every-

where noised abroad, and rumours about them spread

which made the inhabitants of those countries to be in no

small fear. Accordingly, they sent envoys to one another,

and exhorted one another to defend themselves, and to

endeavour to destroy these men. Those that urged them
especially to this course were the inhabitants of Gobolitis

'

and Petra, who were called Amalekites, and were the

most warlike of the nations that lived thereabout; and

their kings sent envoys, and exhorted one another, and

their neighbours, to war against the Hebrews ; telling them

that an army of strangers, who had run away from slavery

under the Egyptians, lay in wait for them, "which army it

is well for us and safest and most prudent not to disregard,

but to crush them before they gather strength, and come

to prosperity, and perhaps attack us first, presuming upon

our inertia,' and we ought to avenge ourselves on them

for what they have done in the wilderness, but this cannot

be so well done when they have once laid their hands on

our cities, and our goods. For those who endeavour to

' See page 127.
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crush a hostile power in its first rise, are wiser than those

who endeavour to put a stop to its progress when it is be-

come formidable ; for these last seem to be angry only at

the flourishing of others, but the former do not give any
opportunity for their enemies to become troublesome to

them." After they had sent such messages to the neigh-

bouring nations, and to one another, they resolved to attack

the Hebrews in battle.

§ 2. These proceedings of the people of those countries

occasioned perplexity and trouble to Moses, who expected

no such hostile move. And when they offered battle, and
the multitude of the Hebrews were obliged to try the for-

tune of war, they were in great dismay, being in want of

all necessaries, and yet having to war with men who were
thoroughly well prepared. Then Moses began to encourage
them, and to exhort them to have a good heart, and rely on
God's good pleasure, by which they had been raised to

freedom, and to hope for victory over those who were drawn
up in battle array to fight with them, in order to deprive

them of that blessing. He told them to suppose their own
army to be numerous, wanting nothing, neither weapons,
nor money, nor provisions, nor such other conveniences as

men in possession of fight with confidence, and to judge
themselves to have all these advantages in the divine assist-

ance. He told them also to suppose the enemy's army to

be small, unarmed, weak, and such as God, who knew their

character, could not wish them to be conquered by. And
how valuable God's assistance was, they had experienced on
many occasions more terrible than war, for that was only
against men, but these were against famine and thirst,

things indeed that were insuperable, as also against moun-
tains and sea when they had no way of escape, yet all these
difficulties had been conquered by God's favour to them.
So he exhorted them to be courageous now, and to look
upon their entire prosperity as depending on the conquest
of their enemies.

§ 3. With such words did Moses encourage the multi-
tude, and then called together the princes of their tribes,

and their chief men, both separately and together. The
young men he charged to obey their elders, and the
elders to hearken to their leader. So the people were
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cheered in their minds in regard to their danger, and
ready to try their fortune in battle, and hoped to be haply
delivered out of aU their troubles, nay, they desired that

Moses would immediately lead them against their enemies
without the least delay, as if delay might cool their courage.

Then Moses picked out all that were fit for war, and set

Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, over
them, who was of great courage, and patient to undergo
labours, of great intelligence and eloquence, and very con-

spicuous for his worship of God, and indeed imitated

Moses in piety towards G-od, and was much honoured
among the Hebrews. He also set a small party of armed
men near the water, to take care of the children and
women and the entire camp. So that whole night they

got ready for the battle, and repaired their weapons if

any of them required it, and attended to their commanders,
being ready to rush into battle, as soon as Moses should

give the word of command. Moses also passed the night

in instructing Joshua how to draw his army up in order of

battle. And when the day began to dawn, Moses exhorted

Joshua again to approve himself in deeds such a one as his

reputation warranted people to expect, and to gain glory in

the coming fight among his men by his exploits. He also

gave a particular exhortation to the principal men of the

Hebrews, and encouraged the whole army as it stood aimed
before him.—And when he had thus animated the army,

both by his words and the disposition of the troops, he

retired to a mountain, and committed the army to God and

to Joshua.

§ 4. So the armies joined battle, and it was a close fight

hand to hand, both sides showing great alacrity and en-

couraging one another. As long as Moses stretched out

his hands towards heaven, the Hebrews were too much for

the Amalekites : but Moses not being able to keep his

hands so stretched out (and as often as he let down his

hands, so often were his own people worsted), he bade his

brother Aaron, and Hur, his sister Miriam's husband, to

stand on each side of him, and to hold up his hands, and not

to permit him to cease giving this aid to the battle through

weariness. Wlien this was done, the Hebrews conquered

the Amalekites by main force, and indeed they would aU
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have perished, if the approach of night had not obliged the

Hebrews to desist from killing. So our forefathers obtained

a most signal and most seasonable victory ; for they not

only overcame those that fought against them, but terrified

also the neighbouring nations, and got great and splendid

advantage, which they obtained by their strenuous efforts

in the battle ; for when they had taken the enemy's camp,
they got great booty both publicly and individually, whereas
before they were short of even necessary food. Their vic-

tory in this battle was also the occasion of their prosperity,

not only for the present but for the future also : for they

not only made slaves of the bodies of their enemies, but
subdued their spirit also, and after this slaughter of the

Amalekites were feared by all that dwelt round about
them. Moreover, they acquired a vast quantity of riches

:

for a great deal of silver and gold was left in the enemy's
camp ; as also brazen vessels which they made use of in

their families ; and there was a notable quantity of em-
broidery and fine work about the armour and apparel and
furniture, and much cattle of various kinds, and whatever
else is wont to accompany an army on the march. So the

Hebrews now prided themselves upon their courage, and
claimed great merit for their valour, and perpetually inured
themselves to take pains, by which they deemed every-

thing attainable. Such were the consequences of this

battle.

§ 5. On the nest day Moses stripped the dead bodies of

their enemies, and gathered together the armour of those

that had fled, and gave rewards to such as had distin-

guished themselves in the action, and highly commended
Joshua, their general, to whose great prowess testimony was
borne by all the army. Nor was any one of the Hebrews
slain ; but the slain of the enemy's army were too many
to be counted up. Then Moses offered sacrifices of thanks-
giving to Grod, and built an altar, which he called God
the Conqueror. He also foretold that the Amalekites
should be utterly destroyed, and that hereafter none of

them should remain, because they fought against the He-
brews, and that when they were in the wilderness and in

sore distress. Moreover, he refreshed the army with
feasting. And thus did they fight this first battle with
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those that ventured to oppose them, after they were gone
out of Egypt. And, when Moses had celebrated this fes-
tival of victory, he pei-mitted the Hebrews to rest for a few
days after the fight, and then led them on in order of
battle. And they had now many soldiers armed. And by
easy marches he got to Mount Sinai three months after
the departure from Egypt, at which mountain, as I have
before related, the vision of the burning bush, and the
other wonderful appearances, had happened.

CHAP. in.

How Moses Icindly received his Father-in-law, Jethro, when
he came to him to Mount Sinai.

§1-

NOW when Eaguel, Moses' father-in-law, heard of his

success, he came to congratulate him, and greet Moses
and Zipporah and their children. And Moses was pleased
at the arrival of his father-in-law, and when he had offered

sacrifice, he made a feast for the multitude near the burning
bush which burnt with fire but was not consumed. And
the multitude, every one according to their families, par-
took of the feast, and Aaron and the company and Eaguel
sung hymns to Grod, as to him who had been the author
and procurer of their deliverance and freedom. They also

praised their leader as the person by whose virtue it was
that all things had succeeded so well with them. Eaguel
also in expressing his thanks to Moses passed great en-

comiums upon the whole multitude, and extolled Moses
for the prowess he had exhibited in bringing about the

safety of his friends.



194 THE "WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHTJS. [BOOK III.

CHAP. IV.

How Baguel suggested to Moses to set the People in Order,

under Rulers of Thousands, and Rulers of Hundreds, and

how Moses complied in all things with his Father-in-lavi'

s

Advice.

§1-

THE next day, Eaguel noticed Moses in the midst of a

crowd of business (for lie determined the differences

of those that referred them to him, every one going to him
and supposing that they would only obtain justice if he

were the arbitrator ; and those that lost their causes,

thought it no hann, for they thought they lost them justly,

and not by partiality). Eaguel, however, said nothing at

the time, not wishing to stop any who desired to avail

themselves of their leader's sagacity. But when the up-

roar was over he took Moses aside, and when he had him
alone, he instructed him in what he ought to do; and
advised him to leave the trouble of lesser matters to others,

and himself to see only to the greater, and to the people's

safety, for others of the Hebrews could be found that were

fit to determine causes, but nobody but a Moses could take

care of the safety of so many myriads. "Be not, there-

fore," he continued, "insensible to your own merit, and
to what you have done by ministering under God to the

people's preservation. Commit, therefore, the management
of disputes to others, and reserve yourself for the service

of Grod only, and for finding means of preserving the multi-

tude from their present distress. If you adojjt what I

suggest as to human affairs, you will take a careful review

of the host, and appoint chosen rulers over tens of thou-

sands, and over thousands, and over five hundreds, and
again over hundreds, and over fifties, and let these again

be sub-divided into thirties and twenties and tens. And
let there be one set over each division, to be nominated by
the division. Ajid those whom the whole multitude have
approved as good and righteous men, shall decide contro-

versies between man and man. But if any great question

arise, let them bring the cognizance of it before the rulers
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of a higher dignity, and if any difficulty arise that is too

hard for even their determination, let them remit it to

you. By these means two advantages will he gained, the

Hebrews will have justice done them, and you wiU he able

to attend constantly on Grod, and make him more favour-

able to the host."

§ 2. This was the suggestion of Eaguel ; and Moses re-

ceived his advice very kindly, and acted upon it. Nor did

he conceal the invention of this plan, or claim it as his

own, but informed the multitude who it was that invented

it. Nay, he has named Eaguel in the books he wrote, as

the person who invented this ordering of the people, thinking

it right to bear true testimony to worthy persons, although

he might have got reputation by ascribing to himself the

inventions of other men. Hence we may learn the integrity

of Moses ; but about this I shall have occasion to speak

in other parts of my work.

CHAP. V.

Kow Moses ascended up to Mount Sinai, and received Laws

from God, and delivered them to the Hebrews.

§1-

NOW Moses called the multitude together, and told

them that he was going from them to Mount Sinai,

to converse with G-od ; to receive from him, and to bring

back with him, a certain oracle : and he enjoined them to

pitch their tents near the mountain, and prefer vicinity to

Grod to other places. When he had said this, he ascended

up to Mount Sinai,^ which is the highest of all the moun-

^ Since this mountain Sinai is here said to be the highest of all the

mountains that are in that region, it must be that now called St.

Katherine's, which is one-third higher than that within a mile of it,

now called Sinai, as Mons. Thevenot informs us, Travels, i. 28, p.

168. The other name of it, Horeb, is never used by Josephus ; and

perhaps was its name among the Egyptians only, whence the Israelites

were lately come, as Sinai was its name among the Arabians, Canaanites,

and other nations. Accordingly, when (1 Kings ix. 8), the scripture

says, that Elijah came to Horeb, the mount of God, Josephus justly
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tains that are in that region, and is not only very difficult

of ascent by men on account of its great height, but
because of the sharjmess of its precipices also ; nay, indeed,

it cannot be looked at -without fatiguing the eyes ; and be-

sides this, it was terrible and unfrequented on account of

the rumour that was prevalent that G-od dwelt there. And
the Hebrews removed their tents, as Moses had bidden
them, and took possession of the lowest parts of the

mountain ; and were elated in their minds, from the expecta-

tion that Moses would return from G-od with promises of

the good things he intended for them ; so they feasted, and
waited for their leader, and kept themselves pure in other

respects, and abstained from their wives for three days, as

he had before ordered them to do. And they prayed to

G-od, that he would favourably receive Moses in his con-

verse -with him, and bestow some gift upon them by
which they might live well. They also adopted a more
sumptuous diet ; and put on their wives and children more
ornamental clothing than they iisually wore.

§ 2. So they passed two days in this feasting, and on
the third day, before the sun rose, a cloud spread itself

over the whole camp of the Hebrews, such as none had
ever before seen, and encompassed the place where they

had pitched their tents : and while all the rest of the sky
was clear, there came strong winds that raised up large

showers of rain, which became a mighty tempest. There
was also such lightning as was terrible to those that saw
it, and thunder-bolts hurled down declared God's gracious

presence and favour to Moses. Now as to these circum-

stances every one of my readers may think as he pleases,

but I am obliged to relate this history, as it is described in

the sacred books. What they saw and heard frightened

the Hebrews terribly, for it was such as they were not
accustomed to ; and then the rumour that was prevalent,

that God frequented that mountain, greatly awed their

minds; so they sorrowfully confined themselves -within

their tents, supposing that Moses was destroyed by the
divine wrath, and expecting the same for themselves.

says, Antiq. viii. 13, § 7, that he came to the mountain called Sinai

;

and Jerome, here cited by Dr. Hudson, says, that he took this mountain
to have two names, Sinai and Choreb. See Nom. Heb. p. 427.—W.
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§ 3. As they were under these apprehensions, Moses
appeared majestic and in great elation. His appearance
freed them from their fear, and suggested better hopes of
what was to come. The air also became clear and pure
from its former storms on the appearance of Moses.
Whereupon he called the people together to a solemn
assembly to hear what Grod would say to them, and when
they were gathered together, he stood on high ground
where all might hear him, and said, " God has received
me graciously, O Hebrews, as on former occasions, and
has suggested a happy method of living for you, and an
order of polity, and is now present in the camp. I there-

fore charge you for his sake, and the sake of his works, and
for what we have done through him, that you do not put a
low value on what I am going to say, only looking at me
the speaker, and because it is the tongue of a man that
delivers the message. For if you have a due regard to the

great importance of the things themselves, you will under-
stand the greatness of him whose institutions they are, and
who has not disdained to communicate them to me for our
common advantage. For it is not Moses, the son of

Amram and Jochebed, but he who obliged the Nile to run
bloody for your sakes, and tamed the haughtiness of the
Egyptians by various plagues, who provided a way through
the sea for us, who contrived a method of sending us food
from heaven when we were distressed for want of it, who
made water to gush out of a rock when we were in need of

it ; he by whose means Adam partook of the fnaits both of

land and sea ; he by whose means Noah escaped the

deluge ; he by whose means our forefather Abraham from
a wandering jnlgrim became possessor of the land of

Canaan ; he by whose means Isaac was born of parents

who were very old ; he by whose means Jacob was adorned
with twelve virtuous sons ; he by whose means Joseph be-

came lord over the Egyptians ; he it is who conveys these

instructions to you by me as his interpreter. And let them
be to you venerable, and more precious than children and
wives. For if you will follow them, you will lead a hapjiy

life ;
you will find the land fi'uitful, the sea calm, and the

fruit of the womb will be plenteous, you will also be

terrible to your enemies ; for I have been admitted into
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the presence of Grod, and been made a hearer of his im-

mortal voice ; so great is his concern for your nation, and

its preservation."

§ 4. When he had said this, he brought the people for-

ward with their wives and children, that they might hear

Grod himself speaking to them about what they were to do,

that the excellency of what should be spoken might not be

hurt by its utterance by the tongue of a man, and so be im-

perfectly delivered to their understanding. And they all

heard a voice that came to all of them from above, iaso-

much that not one of the words escaped them, which

Moses wrote on two tables ; which words it is not lawful

for me to set down directly, but I will make their import

known.

§ 5. The first word ' teaches us, that there is but one

God, and that we ought to worship him only. The second

commands us not to make the image of any living creature

to worship it. The third, that we must not swear by Grod

in an insignificant matter. The fourth, that we must keep

the seventh day, by resting from all work. The fifth, that

we must honour our parents. The sixth, that we must
abstain from murder. The seventh, that we must not

commit adultery. The eighth, that we must not be guilty

of theft. The ninth, that we must not bear false witness.

The tenth, that we must not covet any thing that is

another's.

§ 6. Now when the multitude heard God himself giving

those precepts which Moses had spoken of, they rejoiced at

what was said ; and the assembly broke up ; but on the

following days the people came to Moses' tent, and desired

him to bring them also laws from God. Accordingly, he
appointed such laws ; and afterwards informed them how
to act in all cases : which laws I shall mention at the proper

time ; but I shall reserve most of those laws for another

work,^ and make there a separate narration of them.

§ 7. When matters were in this condition, Moses went
up again to Mount Sinai, first telling them of his intention.

' So the ten Commandments are often called the Decalogue, that is,

the ten words.
' This other work of Josephtis, here referred to, does not appear to

have been ever published.—W.
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And he made his ascent in their sight. And as he stayed
there a long time (for he was absent from them forty days),
fear seized upon the Hebrews, lest Moses should have come
to any harm ; nor was there anything in all the evils they
had experienced that so much troubled them, as this idea
that Moses had perished. Now there was a contention
about the matter, some saying that he had been slain

by wild beasts, and those that were of this opinion were
chiefly such as were ill-disposed to him ; others saying,

that he was departed and gone to God ; but the wiser sort

were led by their reason to embrace neither of these
opinions with any satisfaction, thinking that it was a thing
that sometimes happens to men to fall among wild beasts,

and perish that way, and that it was probable enough that
he might have been translated by G-od on account of his

virtue ; so they abstained from conjecture
;
yet were they

exceeding sorry at the idea that they were deprived of a
governor and a protector, such a one indeed as they could
never get his like again: nor would this idea let them
entertain any hope about him, so that they could not help
feeling trouble and melancholy upon this occasion. But
they durst not remove the camp all this while, because
Moses had bid them before to stay there.

§ 8. But when forty days and as many nights had elapsed,

Moses came down, having tasted no usual food all that

time. His appearance filled the host with gladness, and he
declared to them what care God had of them, and by what
manner of conduct they might live happily, telling them,

that during those days of his absence, God had also sug-

gested to him that he would have a tabernacle made for him,

into which he would descend when he visited them, and
how they should carry it about with them, when they re-

moved elsewhere, and that there would be no longer

any occasion for going up to Mount Sinai, but that God
would himself come and visit that tabernacle, and be pre-

sent at their prayers. Moreover the tabernacle was to be

of such proportions and construction as God had showed

him, and they were to fall to the work, and prosecute it dili-

gently. When he had said this, he showed them the two

tables, with the ten words engraven upon them, five upon
each table : and the writing was by the hand of God.
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CHAP. VI.

Concerning the Tabernacle which Moses built in the Wilder-

ness for the honour of God, which seemed a sort of
Temple.

§1-

AND they, rejoicing at -what they had seen and heard
from their leader, were not wanting in diligence accord-

ing to their ability ; for they brought silver, and gold, and
brass, and the best sort of wood, and such as would not
rot, goat-skins also and sheep-skins, some of them dyed
blue, some scarlet, some purple, and some white, and wool
dyed with the same various colours before-mentioned ; and
fine linen, and precious stones, which those that use costly

ornaments fasten and set in gold ; they brought also a great

quantity of incense. Of such materials did Moses construct

the tabernacle, which did not at all differ from a moveable
and ambulatory temple. Now when these things were
brought together with great diligence, for every one was
munificent even beyond his means, Moses set architects

over the works, by the command of G-od, and indeed
they were the very same as the people themselves would
have chosen, had the election been left to them. Now
their names are set down in writing in the sacred books,

and they were these, Bezaleel, the son of Uri, of the tribe

of Judah, and grandson of Miriam, the sister of their

leader, and Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of

Dan. Now the peojjle went on with the undertaking
with so much alacrity, that Moses was obliged to restrain

them, by making proclamation, that there were enoiigh
volunteers for the work, for so the artificers infonned him.
So they fell to work upon the building of the tabernacle.

Moses informed them, according to the direction of God,
both what the proportions and size were to be, and how
many vessels it was to contain for use in the sacrifices.

The women also were ambitious to do their part in making
robes for the priests, and other things that were wanted in
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the work, both, for ornament, and for the divine service

itself.

§ 2. Now when all things were prepared, the gold, and
the silver, and the brass, and what was woven, Moses,

havLQg appointed beforehand that there should be a festival,

and that sacrifices should be offered according to every

one's ability, reared up the tabernacle. And when he had
measured the open court, fifty cubits broad and an hundred
long, he set up brazen pillars five cubits high, twenty on
each of the longer sides, and ten pillars for the broad side

behind ; every one of the pillars also had a ring. The
capitals of the pillars were of silver, but their bases were of

gold, and resembled the sharp ends of spears, but were of

brass where they were fixed in the ground. Cords were also

put through the riugs, and were tied at their farther ends to

brass nails of a cubit long, which at every pillar were driven

into the floor, and would keep the tabernacle from being

shaken by violent winds. And a curtain of fine soft liaen

went round all the pillars, and hung down in a flowing and
loose manner from the capitals to the base, and enclosed

the whole space between, and seemed not at all unlike a

wall about it. And this was the structure of three of the

sides of the enclosui-e. But as for the fourth side, which

was fifty cubits in extent, and was the front of the whole,

twenty cubits were left for gates, wherein stood two pillars

on each side like a vestibule, they were brass faced with

silver, except the bases, which were entirely brass. And
on each side of the vestibule there stood three pillars, which

were firmly fixed in the supports of the gates, and round

them was drawn a curtain of fine linen. But the gates

themselves, which were twenty cubits in extent, and five in

height, had a curtain of purple, and scarlet and blue, and

fine linen, and embroidered with many and divers sorts of

figures, excepting the figures of animals. Within these

gates was the brazen laver for ablutions (with a base of

like material), in which the priests might wash their hands,

and pour water over their feet. And this was the construc-

tion of the enclosure of the open court of the tabernacle.

§ 3. As to the tabernacle itself, Moses placed it in the

middle of the open court, facing the east, that when the

sun rose it might send its first rays upon it. Its length
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was thirty cubits, and its breadth ten cubits. One of its

walls faced south, and the other north, and behind was the
west. It was necessary that its height should be equal to

its breadth. There were also pillars made of wood, twenty
on each side ; they were wrought in quadrangular form, in

breadth a cubit and a half, but in thickness four fingers ;

they had thin plates of gold affixed to them on all sides,

within and without ; they had each of them two pivots in-

serted in their bases, and these were of silver, and in each
of the bases there was a socket to receive the pivot. And
the pillars on the west wall were six. Now all these

pivots and sockets exactly fitted into one another, so that

the joints were invisible, and there seemed to be one entire

and united wall. It was also covered with gold, both
within and without. The number of pillars was equal on
each side, as there were on each twenty, and every one of

them was the third part of a span in thickness : so that

thirty cubits were made up by them. And as to the wall

behind, where the six pillars made up together only nine
cubits, they made two other pillars, and cut them out, of

one cubit, which they placed in the corners, and adorned
them equally as the larger ones. And every one of the

pillars had rings of gold affixed to their fronts outward, as

if they had taken root in the pillars, and stood one row
over against another round about, through which were in-

serted bai's gilt with gold, each of them five cubits long,

and these fastened together the pillars, the head of one
bar running into another, as if deftly screwed into one
another. And for the wall behind, there was but one row
of bars that went through all the pillars, into which row
ran the ends of the bars on each side of the longer walls,

the male with its female being so fastened in their joints,

that they held the whole firmly together. And why all

was jointed so fast together, was that the tabernacle might
not be shaken, either by wind or by any other thing, but
that it might stand secure and immoveable.

§ 4, As for the inside, Moses parted its length into three
partitions. At the distance of ten cubits from the inner-

most part Moses placed four pillars, whose workmanship
was similar to that of the rest, and they stood upon
similar bases to them, each a little apart. And inside was
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the ' Most Holy Place ; ' but the rest of the tabernacle was
open to the priests. And these partitions in the tabernacle

happened to correspond with the nature of the universe.

For the third part within the foiir pillars, to which the
priests were not admitted, was, as it were, heaven, set apart
to God : and the space of the twenty cubits was, as it were,
sea and land, to which men have access, and so it was open
to the priests only. But at the front, where the entrance
was, there stood five pillars of gold on bases of brass.

And there were hung in the tabernacle veils of fine linen

embroidered in purple, and blue, and scarlet colours. The
first veil was ten cubits every way, and this they hung over

the pillars which parted the temple, and shut off the most
holy place, for this veil made it invisible to anyone. Now
the whole temple was called ' The Holy Place

;

' but the

part within the four pillars, to which none had access, was
called, ' The Holy of Holies.' This veil was very beautiful,

and embroidered with all sorts of flowers which the earth

produces, and there was worked on it everything that might
be an ornament, exceptiag the forms of animals. Another
veil covered the five pillars that were at the entrance, like

the former in size and texture and colour, and at the

comer of every pillar a ring fastened it back half-way

down the piUar, so as to give entrance for the priests who
crept under it. Over this there was a veil of linen of

the same size, that could be drawn this way or that by
cords, and rings, attached both to the veil and to the cords,

allowed either of its being spread or drawn back at the

corner, that it might be no hindrance to the view, especially

on solemn days ; but on other days, and especially when
the weather was incHned to snow, it was drawn close, and
afforded a covering to the veil of divers colours. Hence the

custom continued even after the temple had been built, of

having a similar linen veil drawn over the entrances. And
ten other curtains four cubits in breadth, and twenty-eight

in length, had golden clasps to join the one curtain to the

other, which was done so exactly that they seemed to be

one entire curtain ; these were spread over the temple, and
covered all the top, and parts of the walls on the sides

and behind, one cubit from the ground. There were other

curtains of the same breadth as these, but one more in
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number, and longer, for they were thirty cubits long,

and were woven of hair, with as fine workmanship as

those of wool were made, and were extended loosely down
to the ground, appearing like a gable and porch at the

gates, the eleventh curtain being used for this purpose.

There were also other curtains made of skins above these,

which afforded covering and protection to those that were

woven, both in hot weather and when it rained. And
great was the surprise of those who viewed these curtains

at a distance, for they seemed not at all to differ from the

colours of the sky. And those that were made of hair,

and of skins, reached down in the same manner as did the

veil at the gates, and kept off the heat of the sun, and the

violence of rain. After this manner was the tabernacle

reared.

§ 5. There was also an ark made to Grod, of wood that

was naturally strong, and would not rot ; this was called

Eron in our language. Its construction was as follows.

Its length was five spans, but its breadth and height

were each three spans. It was covered all over with

gold both within and without, so that the wood was not

seen. It had also a cover fastened to it by golden hinges,

in a wonderful manner, for it was every way evenly fitted

to it, and had no projections to hinder its exactly fitting.

There were also two golden rings attached to each of the

long sides of the ark, passing through the entire wood, and
through them gilt bars passed along each side, that it might
be moved and carried about by them, as occasion should re-

quire ; for it was not drawn in a cart by beasts of burden,

but borne on the shoulders of the priests. And on its cover

Were two figures, wliich the Hebrews call Cherubims ; they

are flying creatures, but their form is not like that of any
of the creatures which men have seen, though Moses said

he had seen such beings near the throne of God. In this

ark he put the two tables whereon the ten commandments
were written, five upon, each table, and two and a half

upon each side of them : and this ark he jjlaced in the Holy
of Holies,

§ 6. And in the holy place he placed a table like those at

Delphi, its length was two cubits, and its breadth one
cubit, and its height three spans. It had feet also, the
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lower parts of wHcli were complete feet, resembling those

which the Dorians put to their bedsteads, but the upper
parts near the table were wrought in a square form. The
table had a hollow on every side, having a ledge of four

fingers' depth, that went round about like a spiral, both on
the upper and lower part of the body of the work. Upon
every one of the feet there was also inserted a ring, not far

from the cover, through which went bars of wood gilt over,

that could be taken out upon occasion, there being a cavity

where the table was joined to the rings : for they were not
entire rings, but before they came quite round they ended
in acute points, one of which was inserted into the promi-

nent part of the table, and the other into the foot ; and by
these it was carried when they journeyed. Upon this table,

which was placed on the north side of the temple, not far

from the most holy place, were laid twelve unleavened

loaves of bread, six upon each heap, one above another

:

they were made of two tenth deals of the purest flour,

which tenth deal [an omer] is a measure of the Hebrews,

containing seven Athenian cotylse ; and above those loaves

were put two golden vials full of frankincense. Now after

seven days other loaves were brought in their stead, on the

day which by us is called the Sabbath ; for we call the

seventh day the Sabbath. The reason of placing loaves

here I shall teU in another place.

§ 7. Over against this table, near the south wall, was

set a candlestick of cast gold, hollow within, being of the

weight of one hundred minse, which the Hebrews call

cinchares ; if it be turned into the Grreek language, it

denotes a talent. It was made with knops, and lilies, and

pomegranates, and bowls (these ornaments amounted to

seventy in all) ; from which it rose on high from a single

base, and spread itself into as many branches as there are

planets, including the sun among them. It terminated in

seven heads, all in order corresponding to one another ; and

on them were seven lamps, one on each, in imitation of the

number of the planets ; these lamps faced east and south,

the candlestick being placed obliquely.

§ 8. Now between this candlestick and the table inside,

as I said before, was the altar of incense, made of the same

wood of which the foregoing vessels were made, such as
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was not liable to rot, but covered over with a golden plate.

Its breadth on each side was a cubit, but its height double.
Upon it was a grate of gold projecting above, with a golden
crown at each corner encompassing it round about, whereto
were attached rings and bars, by which the priests carried

it when they journeyed. Also before the tabernacle there

was reared a brazen altar, but underneath of wood, five

cubits in length and breadth, but its height was but three,

in like manner adorned with brass plates as bright as gold.

It had also a brazen hearth like network, for the ground
underneath received the fire from the hearth, because it had
no base to receive it. And opposite this altar lay the
basons, and the vials, and the censers, and the caldrons
made of gold ; but the other vessels, made for the use of

the sacrifices, were all of brass. And such was the con-
struction of the tabernacle; and these were the vessels

thereto belonging.

CHAP. VII.

Of ihe Vestments of the Priest, and of the High Priest ; con-

cerning the Priesthood of Aaron, ivith the Manner of the

purifications and Sacrifices ; also concerning the Festivals,

and how each Bay was oi-dered ; with other Laws.

§1-

THEEE were vestments appointed for the priests, as

well for all the rest whom they call Chanseae, as for

the high priest, whom they call Anarabeches, which signifies

high priest. The following is the dress of the ordinary

priests. When the priest approaches the sacrifices, he first

purifies himself with the purification which the law pre-

scribes, and then puts on first what is called Meunachase,
which means apron. It is a girdle, composed of fine twined
Unen, and is put about the privy parts, the feet being to be
inserted into them, in the nature of breeches ; but about
half of it is cut off, and it ends at the thighs, and is there
tied fast.

§ 2. Over this he wore a linen coat of fine flax doubled

:

it is called Chethomene, which denotes linen, for we call
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linen by the name of Clietton. This coat reaches down to
the feet, and sits close to the body ; and has sleeves that
are tied fast to the arms : it is girded to the breast a little

above the armpit, by a girdle four fingers broad, but so
loosely woven, that you would think it were the skin of a
serpent. It is embroidered with flowers of scarlet, and
purple, and blue, and fine Unen, but the warp is nothing
but fine Unen. The beginning of its circumvolution is at
the breast ; and when it has gone twice round, it is tied,

and hangs loosely down to the ancles, that is, all the time
the priest is not doing anything, for so it appears most
handsome to the spectators ; but when he is obliged to
assist at the sacrifices, and serve at the altar, that he may
not be hindered in his operations by its motion, he throws
it on the left shoulder, and wears it so. Moses indeed called

this belt Abaneth ; but we have learned from the Baby-
lonians to call it Emian, for so it is called by them. This
coat has no folds anywhere in it, but only a narrow aper-
ture about the neck ; and it is tied with certain strings

hanging down from the edge over the breast and back,
and is fastened above each shoulder : it is called Massa-
bazanes.

§ 3. Upon his head the priest wears a cap, not with a
conical top, or encircling the whole head, but still covering
more than half of it, which is called Masnaempthes ; and
its make is such, that it seems to be a crovm, being a thick

band of woven linen ; and it is folded round many times
and sewed together. Moreover, a piece of fine Unen covers

the whole cap from the upper part, and reaches down to

the forehead, and hides the seams of the band, which would
otherwise appear, and not look well, and sticks close to all

the upper part of the head, being so firmly fixed, as not to

fall off while the priest is busy with the sacrifices. Thus
I have shown the dress of the priests generally.

§ 4. The high priest, indeed, is adorned with the same
garments that I have described, without abating one ; only

over these, he puts on a vestment of a blue colour. This

also is long, reaching to the feet ; in our language it is called

Meeir, and is tied round with a girdle, embroidered with
the same colour and flowers as the former, with gold woven
on it. And at the bottom of it are sewn fringes, in colour
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like pomegranates, to whicli are attached golden bells ' by
a beautiful contrivance ; so that between two bells hangs a
pomegranate, and between two pomegranates a bell. Now
this vestment was not composed of two pieces, nor was it

sewed together upon the shoulders and the sides, but it

was one long vestment, so woven as to have an aperture for
the neck ; not an oblique one, but open at the breast and
back. A border also was sewed over it, lest the aperture
should look too unhandsome. There was also an opening
where the hands were to come out.

§ 5. Besides these, the high priest put on a third gar-
ment, which was called the Ephod, which resembled the
Epomis of the G-reeks. Its make was after this manner.
It was woven to the depth of a cubit, of all kinds of colours,

with gold embroidered on, but it left the middle of the
breast uncovered ; it had sleeves also ; nor did it appear to
be very different from a coat. And in the empty place of
this garment, there was inserted a piece of the bigness of a
span, embroidered with gold, and the same colours as the
ephod, and called Essenes,- which, in the G-reek language,
signifies the Oracle. This piece exactly filled up the empty
space in the ephod. It is united to it by golden rings at
every comer, similar rings being attached to the ephod, and
a blue riband was made use of to tie them together by
those rings ; and that the space between the rings might
not appear empty, they contrived to fill it up with
stitches of blue. There were also two sardonyxes upon the
ephod, one at each shoulder, to fasten it in the nature of

1 The use of these golden bells at the bottom of the high priest's long
garment, seems t(j have been this : That by shaking his garment at the
time of his offering incense in the temple, on the great flay of expiation,

or at other proper periods of his sacred ministrations there, on the great
festivals, the people might have notice of it, and might fall to their own
prayers at tlie time of incense, or other proper periods ; and so the
whole congregation might at once offer those common prayers jointly

with the high priest himself to the Almighty. See Luke i. 10, Rev.
viii. 3, 4. Nor probably is the son of Siracli to be otherwise under-
stood, when he says of Aaron, the first high priest, Ecclns. xlv. 9,
" And God compassed Aaron with pomegranates, and with many golden
bells round about, that as he went, there might be a sound, and a noise
made that might be heard in the temple for a memorial to the children
of his people.—W.

^ The Breastplate, in fact, as I shall hereafter translate it.
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clasps, having each end running to the sardonyxes of gold,
that they might be fastened by them. On these were en-
graven the names of the sons of Jacob in our own national
letters, and our own tongue, six on each stone, and the
elder sons' names were on the right shoulder. There
were also twelve stones upon the breastplate, extraordinary
for size and beauty, ornaments not to be purchased by men,
because of their immense value. These stones also were in
three rows, four in a row, and were inserted into the
breastplate, and set in gold, and so made that they could
not fall out. The first three were a sardonyx, a topaz, and
an emerald. The second row contained a carbuncle, a jasper,
and a sapphire. The first of the third row was a jacinth,

the second an amethyst, and the third an agate, being the
ninth of the whole number. The first of the fourth row
was a chrysolite, the second an onyx, the third a beryl,

which was the last of all. Now the names of all the sons
of Jacob, whom we esteem the heads of our tribes, were
engraved on these stones, each stone having the honour of

a name, in the order according to which they were born.
And as the rings were too weak of themselves to bear the
weight of the stones, they made two other rings of a larger

size, at the edge of that part of the breastplate which reached
the neck, and inserted into the very texture of it, to receive

chains finely wrought, which connected them with golden
bands to the tops of the shoulders, whose extremity turned
backwards, and went into the ring, on the prominent back
part of the ephod ; and this was for the security of the
breastplate, that it should not fall out of its place. There was
also sewed to the breastplate a girdle of the forementioned
colours mixed with gold, which, when it had gone once
round, was tied again upon the seam, and hung down. There
were also golden loops that admitted the fringes at each
extremity of the girdle, and included them entirely.

§ 6. The high priest's cap was like that we described

before, being made like that of all the other priests
; above

which there was another one, embroidered in blue, and over

it was a triple golden crown, and on its top a cup of gold,

which resembled the herb which we call saccharus, but which
those Greeks that are skilful in botany call hyoscyamus.'

^ Henbane.
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Now in case anyone that has seen this herb is unac-

quainted with its nature, or knowing its name recognizes

not the herb when he sees it, I shall give a description

of it. This herb is often above three spans high, and
its root is like that of a turnip (for he that should com-
pare it thereto would not be far out), and its leaves

are like the leaves of mint. Out of its branches it sends

out a calyx, cleaving to the branch, and a coat encompasses

it, which it puts offi of itself when it is about to jsroduce its

fruit. This calyx is of the size of the joint of the little

finger, and in shape is like a cup. This I will further de-

scribe for the use of those that are unacquainted with it.

It resembles the exact half of a sphere, being round at the

bottom, and tapeiing gradually to the toj), and wide at the

brim, like a pomegranate cut exactly in two. And it has a

cover so round that one might say it was turned on the

lathe, and has notches projecting above it, which, as I said,

grow like a pomegranate, only that they are sharp, and end
in nothing but prickles. Now its fruit is contained in this

cover of the calyx, which fruit is like the seed of the herb
sideritis : it sends out a flower that may seem to re-

semble the petal of the poppy. Of this was a crown made,
as far as from the back of the head to each of the temples :

but this ephielis, for so the calyx may be called, did not

cover the forehead, for on that was a golden plate, which
had the name of Grod inscribed upon it in sacred characters.

And such were the ornaments of the high priest.

§ 7. Now here one may wonder at the ill-will which men
bear to us, and which they profess to feel on account of

our despising that Deity which they choose to honour.

For if anyone do but consider the fabric of the tabernacle,

and the garments of the priest, and the vessels which we
make use of in the sacred service, he will find that our
legislator was a divine man, and that we are unjustlv re-

proached by others ; for if anyone will with judgment and
without prejudice look upon these things, he will find

they were each designed in imitation and representation of

the universe. When Moses divided the tabernacle into

three parts, and assigned two of them to the priests, as a
place accessible and common, he denoted the land and the

sea, these being of general access to all ; Imt he set apart
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tlie third division for God, because heaven is inaccessible to

men. And when he set twelve loaves on the table, he de-

noted the year divided into so many months. By branch-
ing out the candlestick into seventy parts, he hinted at the

seventy divisions of the planets ; and as to the seven

lamps upon the candlestick, they referred to the course of

the planets, of which that is the number. The veils, too,

which were woven of four materials, represent the four

elements ; for the linen seems to signify the earth, because

flax grows out of the earth, the purple signifies the sea,

because that colour is dyed by the blood of fish, the blue

is meant to signify the air, and the scarlet will naturally

be an indication of fire. Moreover, the vestment of the

high priest being made of linen, signifies the earth ; the

blue denotes the sky, being like lightning in its pomegra-

nates, and resembling thunder ia the noise of the bells.

And as for the ephod, it showed that G-od had made the

universe of four elements, and as for the gold interwoven

on it, I suppose it related to the splendour by which all

things are enlightened. He also appointed the breastplate to

be placed in the middle of the ephod to resemble the earth,

for that has the very middle place in the world. And the

girdle, which encompassed the high priest about, signifies

the ocean, for that goes round about everything. And the

two sardonyxes that were in clasps on the high priest's

shoulders indicate to us the sun and moon. And for

the twelve stones, whether we understand by them the

months, or the twelve signs of what the G-reeks call the

zodiac, we shall not be mistaken in their meaning. And
for the cap, which was of a blue colour, it seems to me to

mean heaven ; for otherwise the name of Grod would not

have been inscribed upon it. That it was also adorned

with a crown, and that of gold also, is because of the

splendour with which Grod is pleased. Let this explana-

tion suffice at present, since the course of my narration

wiU often, and on many occasions, afford me opportunity

of enlarging on the virtue of our legislator.
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CHAP. VIII.

Of the Priesthood of Aaron.

§1-.

WHEN what has been described was brought to a con-

clusion, the votive offerings not having been yet

consecrated, God appeared to Moses, and enjoined him to

bestow the priesthood upon Aaron his brother, as upon
him that best of them all deserved to obtain that honour,

on account of his virtue. And when he had gathered the

multitude together, he gave them an account of Aaron's

virtue, and of his good-will to them, and of the dangers he
had undergone for their sakes. And when they had given

testimony to him in all respects, and shown their readi-

ness to receive him, Moses said to them, " Israelites, our

work is already brought to a conclusion, in a manner most
acceptable to G-od, and according to oiu- abilities. And
now, since we must receive God in this tabernacle, we shall

first of all stand in need of one that may officiate for us,

and may minister in the sacrifices and prayers that are to

be put up for us. And, indeed, had the search for such a
person been left to me, I should have thought myself
worthy of that honour, both because all men are naturally

fond of themselves, and because I am conscious to myself

that I have taken a great deal of pains for your delive-

rance ; but as it is God himself has determined that Aaron
is worthy of this honour, and has chosen him for his priest,

as knowing him to be the most righteous person among
you. So he is to jjut on the vestments consecrated to

God ; he is to have the care of the altars, and to make pro-

vision for the sacrifices ; and he it is that will put up prayers

for you to God, who will readily hear them, not only

because he is himself solicitous for your nation, but also

because he will receive them as offered by one that he hath
himself chosen to this office." The Hebrews were pleased

with what was said, and gave their approbation to him
whom God had appointed ; for Aaron was of all the most
deserving of this honour, on account of his family, and
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gift of prophecy, and his brother's virtue. He had at that
time four sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

§ 2. Now Moses commanded them to make use of all the
surplus contributions to the structure of the tabernacle, in
coverings for the tabernacle itself, the candlestick, the
altar of incense, and the other vessels, that they might
not be at all injured on the road either by rain or dust.
And when he had gathered the multitude together again,
he ordered that they should offer half a shekel per head.
The shekel is a Hebrew coin equal to four Athenian
drachmse. And they readily obeyed what Moses com-
manded ; and the number of those who contributed this

money was six hundred and five thousand five hundred
and fifty. This money was contributed by free men above
twenty years old, but under fifty ; and what was collected

was spent in the uses of the tabernacle.

§ 3. Moses next purified the tabernacle and the priests.

The purification was performed in the following manner.
He commanded them to take five hundred shekels of choice
injTrh, an equal quantity of cassia, and half the foregoing
weight of cinnamon and calamus (this last is a sort of

sweet spice), to pound them, and steep them in an hin of

oil of oUves (an hin is our own country measure, and con-

tains two Athenian choes), then mix them together, and
boil them : and prepare them after the art of the unguent
makers, and make them into a very sweet-smelling oint-

ment, and afterwards to take it to anoint and purify the
priests themselves, and all the tabernacle, as also the in-

cense, of which there were various kinds used in the

tabernacle, and such as were of very great price, and were
brought to the golden altar of incense ; whose nature I do
not now describe, lest it should be troublesome to my
readers. But incense was to be offered twice a day, both
before sun-rise and at sun-set. They were also to keep
oil already j)urified for the lamps : three of which were to

give light all day long upon the sacred candlestick before

&od, and the rest were to be lit at eventide.

§ 4. And now all was finished, Bezalee land Aholiab
appeared to be the most skilful of the artificers ; for they
produced finer work than what others had done before,

and were very clever to pick up notions of what people
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were formerly ignorant of. Of tlie two Bezaleel was judged
to be the best. Now the whole time they were about this

work was seven months : which completed the first year

since their departure out of Egypt. And at the beginning

of the second year in the month Xanthicus, as the Mace-
donians call it, but the Hebrews call it Nisan, on the new
m.oon, they consecrated the tabernacle, and all its vessels,

which I have already described.

§ 5. Now Grod showed himself pleased with the work of

the Hebrews, and did not permit their labours to be in

vain by disdaiuing to make use of what they had made,
but he came and sojourned with them, and made his abode
in the holy house. And thus did he show liis presence.

The sky was clear, but there was a mist over the tabernacle

only, encompassing it, but not with such a very deep and
thick cloud as is seen in the winter, nor yet with so thin a

one that men could discern anything through it, but there

distilled a sweet dew from it such as showed the presence

of G-od to those that desired and believed it.

§ 6. Now when Moses had bestowed such honourable
presents on the workmen, as it was fit they who had wi'ought

so well should receive, he offered sacrifices in the open
court of the tabernacle, as God commanded him, a bull, a
ram, and a kid of the goats for a sin-offering. Now I

shall speak of what we do in our sacred worship in my
account of the sacrifices ; and shall there specify in what
cases the law bids us offer a whole burnt-offering, and what
it permits us to partake of as food. And when Moses had
sprinkled Aaron's vestments and person, and his sons, with

the blood of the beasts that were slain, and had purified

them with spring water and ointment, they became G-od's

priests. And in this manner did he consecrate them and
their vestments for seven days together. The same he
did to the tabernacle, and the vessels thereto belonging,

both with oil first incensed as I have said, and with the

blood of bulls and of rams slain day by day, one according

to its kind. And on the eighth day, he appointed a feast

for the people, and commanded them to offer sacrifice ac-

cording to their ability. And they vied with one another,

and were ambitious to exceed one another in the sacrifices

which they offered, and in doing what they were told.
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And as the victims lay upon the altar, a sudden fire was
kindled froni among them spontaneously, and appeared to
the sight like fire from a flash of lightning, and consumed
all that was upon the altar.

§ 7. Hereupon an affliction befell Aaron, considered as

a man and a father, but was undergone by him with true
fortitude ; for he had indeed a firmness of soul in accidents,

and he thought this calamity came upon him according to

God's will. He had four sons, as I said before, and the

two elder of them, Nadab and Abihu, did not bring to the
altar such incense as Moses had bade them bring, but such
as they used to offer formerly, and were burnt to death
by fire which nobody could quench, rushing upon them,
and burning their faces and breasts. So they died. And
Moses bade their father and brothers take up their bodies

and carry them out of the camp, and bury them magnifi-

cently. And the multitude lamented them, and were deeply

a:ffiected at their death, which had so unexpectedly befallen

them. But Moses entreated their remaining brothers and
father not to grieve for them, but to prefer the honour of

Grod to their mourning for them, for Aaron had already

put on his sacred garments.

§ 8. So Moses refused all the honour which he saw the

multitude ready to bestow upon him, and attended to no-

thing else but the service of G-od. He went no more up to

Mount Sinai ; but he went into the tabernacle, and brought

back answers from Grod to what he asked. His dress also

was that of a private man ; and in all other respects he

behaved himself like one of the common people, and did

not wish to appear different from the multitude, except in

his evident care of them. He also set down in writing

their polity and laws, by obedience whereto they would
lead their lives so as to please Grod, and not offend one

another. And all this was dictated to him by God. I shall

now relate that polity and those laws.

§ 9. I shall first, however, relate what I before omitted

about the dress of the high priest : for Moses left no oppor-

tunity for malpractice on the part of the prophets. For if

any of them should attempt to abuse the divine authority,

he left it to God to be present at his worshipwhen he pleased,

and when he pleased to be absent. And he wished this to
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be known, not to the Hebrews only, but to those foreigners

also who chanced to be present. Now as to those stones

which I said before the high priest wore on his shoulders,

which were sardonyxes (I think it needless to describe

their nature, as they are known to everybody) ; one of

them sparkled when God was present at their worship,

namely the one that served as a clasp on the right shoulder,

bright rays darting out thence, and being seen even by
persons at a very great distance, though this was not before

natural to the stone. This has appeared a wonderful
thing to such as do not cultivate wisdom in contempt of

religion. But I will mention what is still more wonderful
than this, for G-od declared beforehand,by those twelve stones
which the high priest bore on his breast, and which were
inserted into his breastplate, when they should be victorious

in battle ; for so great a splendour shone forth from them
before the army began to march, that all the jjeople were
sensible of God's presence for their assistance. So those

Greeks, who had a regard for our customs, as they could
not possibly contradict this, called the breastplate the oracle.

However, the breastplate and sardonyx left off shining two
hundred years before I composed this work, God having
been displeased at the transgression of his laws. Of all

this I shall further discourse on a fitter opportunity ; but
I will now go on with my proposed narration.

§ 10. The tabernacle being now consecrated, and a

regular order being settled for the priests, the multitude
judged that God now dwelt among them, and betook
themselves to sacrifices and praise, as being now delivered

from all expectation of evil, and entertaining hope of

better times to come. They offered also gifts to God,
some common to the whole nation, and others privately

tribe by tribe, for the heads of the tribes combined to-

gether, two by two, and brought a wagon and a yoke of

oxen. These amounted to six, and carried the tabernacle
when they joumeyed. Besides this, everj' head of a tribe

brought a bowl, and a charger, and a censer, worth ten
darics, full of incense. Now the charger and the bowl
were of silver : and they weighed together two hundred
shekels, but the bowl cost no more than seventy shekels

;

and they were fuU of fine flour kneaded with oil, such as
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they used on the altar for the sacrifices. They brought
also a young bullock, and a ram, with a lamb of a year
old, for a whole burnt-offering, as also a he-goat for a sin-

offering. Every one of the heads of the tribes brought
also other sacrifices, called peace-offerings, every day two
bulls, and five rams, with lambs of a year old, and kids of

the goats. These heads of tribes were twelve days in

sacrificing, one sacrificing every day. And Moses went up
no longer to Mount Sinai, but went into the tabernacle,

and learned of Grod what they were to do, and what laws
should be made ; which laws were preferable to what had
been devised by human understanding, and were firmly

observed for all time to come, as being believed to be the

gift of God, so that the Hebrews did not transgress any of

those laws, either in times of peace tempted by luxury, or in

times of war by necessity. But I say no more here con-

cerning them, because I have resolved to compose another

work about our laws.

CHAP. IX.

The Nature of our offering Sacrifices.

§1-

I
WILL now mention some of our laws which belong

to purifications and sacrifices, as I am come to this

part of my subject. The sacrifices are of two sorts ; of

these one "is oifered for private persons, and the other

for the people in general ; and they are performed in two

different ways. In the one case what is slain is burnt, as a

whole burnt-offering, whence that name is given to it ; but

the other is a thank-offering, and is designed for feasting

those that sacrifice. I will speak first of the former.

Suppose a private man offer a burnt-offering, he must

slav either a bull, a lamb, or a kid of the goats, and the

two latter in their first year, though he is permitted to

sacrifice bidls of a greater age ; but all burnt-offerings are

to be males. When they are slain, the priests sprinkle

the blood round about the altar; then they clean the
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bodies, and divide them into parts, and salt them with
salt, and lay them upon the altar, when the cleft wood is

piled up and the fire burning : they next clean the feet of

the victims and their entrails carefully, and add to the

other parts to be purified by fire, while the priests receive

the hides. This is the way of offering a biirnt-offering.

§ 2. But those that offer thank-offerings, sacrifice indeed

the same animals, but such as are unblemished, and above

a year old ; they may however take either males or females.

They also in sacrificing them sprinkle the altar with their

blood : but they lay upon the altar the kidneys and the

caul, and all the fat, and the lobe of the liver, together

with the rump of the lamb : then giving the breast and
the right shoulder to the priests, the offerers feast upon
the remainder of the flesh for two days ; and what remains
over they biu-n.

§ 3. The sacrifices for sins are offered in the same
manner as is the thank-offering. But those who are

unable to provide the proper victims, offer two piigeons

or turtle-doves ; one of which is a burnt-offering to

God, the other they give as food to the priests. But I
shall treat more fully of the sacrifice of these birds when I
come to sacrifices. But if a person fall into sin by igno-

rance, he offers an ewe lamb, or female kid of the goats, a

year old, and the priest sprinkles the blood over the altar,

not as before, but at the corners of it. They also bring
the kidneys, and the rest of the fat, together with the lobe

of the liver, to the altar, while the priests bear away the
hides and the flesh, and feast on the victim in the holy place

the same day, for the law does not permit them to leave

any of it till the next morning. But if anyone sin, and is

conscious of it himself, but hath nobody that can prove
it against him, he sacrifices a ram. the law enjoining

him so to do ; the flesh of which the j)riests eat also in the

holy place on the same day. And if the heads of tribes

offer sacrifices for their sins, they bring the same victims

that private men do, only they so far differ, that they
bring for sacrifice a bull or a kid of the goats, both males.

§ 4. Now the law requires, both in private and public
sacrifices, that the finest flour be also brought ; for a lamb
the measure of one tenth deal, for a ram two, and for a
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bull three. This they consecrate upon the altar: it is

kneaded -with oil ; for oil is also brought by those that
sacrifice, for a bull the half of an hin, and for a ram the
third part of the same measure, and one quarter of it for a
lamb. This hin is an ancient Hebrew measure, and is

equivalent to two Athenian choes. They bring the same
quantity of wine as they do of oil, and pour the wine round
the altar

; but if anyone does not offer a victim in sacrifice,

but brings fine flour only for a vow, he throws a handful
upon the altar as first-fruits, while the priests take the
rest for their food, either boiled (for it is kneaded with
oil), or made into bread. But whatever it be that a priest

himself offers must of necessity be all burnt. And the law
forbids us to sacrifice any animal at the same time and
place with its dam ; and in other cases, till the eighth day
after its birth. Other sacrifices are appointed for escaping
diseases, or other occasions, in which cakes are eaten with
the flesh of the victims, any part of which it is not lawful
to leave till the next day, when the priests have taken
their share.

CHAP. X.

Concerning the Festivals; and how each Bay of such Festival

is to he observed.

§1-

THE law requires that a lamb of the first year be killed

every day, at the public expense, at the beginning
and end of the day ; but on the seventh day, which is

called the Sabbath, they kill two, and sacrifice them in the

same manner. And at the new moon, they not only perform
the daily sacrifices, and slay two bulls, with seven lambs of

the first year, and a ram, and a kid of the goats also, for

the expiation of sins ; that is, for sins of ignorance.

§ 2. But in the seventh month, which the Macedonians
call Hyperberetaeus, they make an addition to those already

mentioned, and sacrifice a bull, a ram, and seven lambs, and
a kid of the goats for sins.

§ 3. On the tenth day of the same lunar month they
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fast till the evening ; and this day they sacrifice a bull,

and two rams, and seven lambs, and a kid of the goats for

sins. And besides these, they bring two kids of the goats

;

one of which is sent alive out of the limits of the camp into

the wilderness as the scape-goat, and to be an expiation

for the sins of the whole multitude ; but the other is

brought into a place of great cleanness within the limits of

the camp, and is there burnt with its skin, without any
sort of cleansing. With this goat is burnt a bull, not

broiight by the people, but by the high jsriest at his own
cost. And when it is slain, he brings its blood into the

holy place, together with the blood of the kid of the goats.

and sprinkles the ceiling with his finger seven times, as

also the floor, and again as often towards the holy place,

and about the golden altar ; he also at last brings it into the

open court, and sprinkles it about the great altar. Besides

this, they set the extremities, and the kidneys, and the fat,

with the lobe of the liver, upon the altar. The high priest

likewise presents a ram to G-od at his oyra cost as a bumt-
ofEering.

§ 4. Upon the fifteenth day of the same month, when
the season of the year is changing for winter, the law

enjoins to pitch tabernacles in every family, to preserve

them from the cold of that time of the year ; as also

that, when they should arrive at their own country, and
come to that city, that they should have for their metro-

poUs because of the temple therein to be built, and
keep a festival for eight days, and offer burnt-ofEerings,

and sacrifice thank-offerings to Grod, they should carry

in their hands a branch of myrtle and willow, and a bough
of the palm-tree, with the addition of the fruit of the

persea. And the burnt-offering on the first of those days

was to be a sacrifice of thirteen bulls, and fourteen lambs,

and two rams, with the addition of a kid of the goats as a

sin-offering ; and on the following days the same number
of lambs and of rams, with one kid of the goats ; but one

bull less every day, till they amounted to seven only. On
the eighth day all work is laid aside, and then, as I said

before, they sacrifice to G-od a calf a ram and seven lambs,

with a kid of the goats for a sin-offering. And this is the

ritual of the Hebrews, when they pitch their tabernacles.
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§ 5. In the month of Xanthicus, which is by us called

Nisan, and is the beginning of our year, on the fourteenth
day of the lunar month, when the sun is in Aries (for it

was in this month that we were delivered from bondage
under the Egyptians), the law ordained, that we should
every year slay that sacrifice which I before told you we
slew when we came out of Egypt, which was called the
Passover. And so we celebrate it in companies, leaving

nothing of what we sacrifice till the day following. The
feast of Unleavened Bread succeeds that of the Passover,

and falls on the fifteenth day of the month, and continues

seven days, wherein the people feed on unleavened bread

;

on every one of which days two bulls are killed, and one
ram, and seven lambs. Now these lambs are entirely

burnt, besides the kid of the goats which is added to all the

rest for sins, for a feast for the priests on every one of those

days. But on the second day of Unleavened Bread, which
is the sixteenth day of the month, they first partake of the

fruits of the harvest, for before that day they do not touch

them. And as they suppose it right to honour God first,

from whom they obtain this plentiful provision, they offer

to him the first-fruits of their barley in the following

manner : they take a handful of the ears, and dry them,

then winnow and get the barley out of the bran ready for

grinding, they then bring one tenth deal to the altar to

God ; and castiag one handful of it upon the fire, they

leave the rest for the use of the priests. And after this

they may publicly or privately reap their harvest. They
also, at this feast of first-fruits of the earth, sacrifice a.

lamb as a burnt-offering to God.

§ 6. When a week of weeks has elapsed after this sacri-

fice, that is forty-nine days, on the fiftieth day, which

is called by the Hebrews Asartha, which signifies Pente-

cost, they bring to God a loaf, made of two tenth deals of

wheat flour with leaven ; and for sacrifices they bring two

lambs ; and when they have presented them to God, they

are made ready for supper for the priests ; nor is it per-

mitted to leave anything of them till the following day.

They also slay three calves for a burnt-offering, and two

rams, and fourteen lambs, with two kids of the goats for a

sin-offering. Nor is there any one of their festivals in
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wliicli they do not offer burnt-offerings ; they also allow

themselves to rest on every one of them. And the law

prescribes in all, what they are to sacrifice, and how they

are to rest, and which sacrifices they may feast upon.

§ 7. Baked bread also unleavened was supplied at the

common cost (as much as twenty-four tenth deals of flour

were used in making this bread) : two heaps of these loaves

were baked the day before the sabbath, and were brought

into the holy place on the morning of the sabbath, and set

upon the holy table, six on a heap opposite one another (and

a golden cup full of frankincense was set on each heap) , and
there they remained till the next sabbath, and then other

loaves were brought in their stead, and those loaves were

given to the priests for their food, and the frankincense

was burnt in that sacred fire wherein all the burnt-offer-

ings were burnt, and other frankincense was set upon the

loaves instead of what was there before. The priest also,

at his own cost, offered twice every day one tenth deal of

flour mingled vnth oil, and gently baked ; he brought half

of it to the fire in the morning, and half at night. I shall

give fuller account of these sacrifices hereafter ; but I

think I have said sufiicient for the present concerning

them.

CHAP. XI.

Of the Purifications.

§1-

MOSES separated the tribe of Levi from the rest of the

people, and set them apart to be a holy tribe ; and
purified them by water from perennial springs, and with

such sacrifices as were usually offered to Grod on such

occasions. He delivered to their charge also the tabernacle,

and the sacred vessels, and all things which were made for

covering the tabernacle, that they might minister under
the priests, who had been already consecrated to G-od.

§ 2. He also determined concerning animals, which of

them might be used for food, and which they were to

abstain from, as to which I shall say more when occasion
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calls, adding tlie reasons why he allowed some of them to
be our food, and enjoined us to abstain from others. But
he entirely forbade us the use of blood in food, deeming it

to contain the life and spirit. He also forbade us to eat
the flesh of an animal that died a natural death, as also the
caul and fat of goats, and sheep, and bulls.

§ 3. He also ordered, that those who were afflicted with
leprosy, or had a gonorrhcea, should not come into the
city ;

^ and he set apart women, when they had their courses,
till the seventh day ; after wliich he looked on them as

pure, and permitted them to come in ag-ain. The law per-

mits those also who have laid out a corpse to come in after

the same manner, when that number of days is over ; but
if any continued longer than that number of days in a state

of pollution, the law ordered him to offer two lambs as a
sacrifice, one of which they were to purify by fire, and as for

the other, the priests had it for themselves. In the same
manner do those sacrifice who have the gonorrhoea. But
he that sheds his seed in his sleep, if he bathes in cold

water, has the same privilege as those that have lawfully

comj>anied with their wives. As for lepers, he -suffered

them not to come into the city at all, nor to live with any
others, as if they were in effect dead persons ; but if any
one had by prayer to G-od obtained his recovery from that

distemper, and had gained a healthy colour again, such a

one returned thanks to G-od with various sacrifices, con-

cerning which I shall speak hereafter.

§ 4. So one cannot but smile at those who say, that

Moses was himself afflicted with leprosy, when he fled out

of Egypt, and that he was the leader of those who, on that

account, were banished from that country into the land of

Canaan ; for had this been true, Moses would not have

made these laws to his own dishonour, indeed it was more
likely he would have oj^posed them, if others had endea-

voured to introduce them, especially as there are lepers in

many nations, who are yet held in honour, and are not only

free from reproach and exile, but have been great captains

' We may here note, that Josephus frequently calls the camp the

city, and the court of the ilosaic tabernacle a temple, and the taber-

nacle itself a holy house, with allusion to the latter city, temple, and
holy house, which he knew so well long afterwards.—W.
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of armies, and been intrusted with higli offices in their

commonwealths, and had the privilege of entering into holy
places and temples. And so nothing hindered, but if

either Moses himself, or the multitude that was with him,
had had siich a misfortune in their colour, he might have
legislated for their credit and advantage, and have cast no
such slur upon them. Accordingly it is plain that it is out
of violent prejudice only that they report these things

about us. But Moses was pure from any such complaint,

and lived with countrymen who were pure from it also, and
only legislated for those who had it, doing this for the

honour of God. But as to these matters, let every one con-

sider them as he pleases.

§ 5. As to women, when they had had a child, Moses
forbade them to come into the temple, or touch the sacri-

fices, before forty days had elapsed if it were a boy, but if

a girl, not till twice that number of days had elapsed.

And after the time appointed they perform their sacri-

fices, which the priests offer to God.

§ 6. And if anyone suspect that his wife has been guilty

of adultery, he brings a tenth deal of barley-flour, they
throw one handful to God, and give the rest of it to the
priests for food. One of the priests sets the woman at the
gates facing the temple, and takes the veil from her head,
and writes the name of God on parchment, and orders

her to swear that she has not at all wronged her husband

;

and to pray that if she had violated her marriage vow, her
right thigh might be put out of joint, and her belly

swell, and that she might die so, but if her husband, by
the violence of his love, and consequent jealousy, had
been rashly moved to this suspicion, that she might
bear a male child in the tenth month. Now when these

oaths were over, the priest rubbed the name of God
out of the parchment, and pressed it into a vial. He also

took some dust out of the temple, if any hapjjened to be
there, and put a little of it into the vial, and gave it to her
to drink. And the woman, if she were unjustlv acciised,

conceived and in due time had a child, Vjut if she had
broken her faith to her husband, and had sworn falsely

before God, she died in a shameful manner- her thigh
fell off from her, and her belly swelled with a dropsy. And
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these are the ceremonies about sacrifices, and about the
purification thereto belonging, which Moses provided for
his countrymen. He also enacted the following laws for
them.

CHAP. XII.

Various latvs.

§1-
A S for adultery, Moses forbade it entirely, esteeming it
^^ a happy thing that men should be faithful in wed-
lock ; and that it was profitable both for states and fami-
lies, that children should be legitimate. The law also for-

bade a man's lying with his mother, as one of the greatest
crimes, and also lying with Ids father's wife, and with
aunts, and sistei-s, and sons' wives, as all instances of
abominable wickedness. He also forbade a man to lie with
his wife when she had her courses, or to lie with beasts, or
to approve of lying with males, which was to hunt after

unlawful pleasure on account of beauty. To those who
were guilty of such outrageous lusts he ordained death as
the j)unishment.

§ 2. As for the priests, he prescribed to them a double
degree of chastity, for he not only restrained them like

others in the matters mentioned above, but also forbade
them to marry harlots, or a slave or captive, or such as

got their living by keeping taverns or inns ; as also a
woman parted from her husband on any account whatever.

Nay, he did not permit the high priest to marry even the

widow of one that was dead, though he allowed that to the

priests, but he permitted him only to marry a virgin, and to

retain her. So also the high priest is not to come near to

one that is dead, although other priests are not prohibited

from coming near to their brothers, or parents, or children,

when they are dead. Priests were also to be unblemished

in all respects. The priest who had any blemish was to

have his portion indeed among the priests, but he forbade

him to approach the altar, or to enter the temple. He also

enjoined them, not only to observe purity in their sacred

Q
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ministrations, but in their daily life, that it might be nn-

blameable also. And on this account it is, that those who
wear the sacerdotal garments are blameless and eminent
for their purity and sobriety ; nor are they j)ermitted to

drink wine so long as they wear those garments.^ More-
over, they offer victims that are entire and have no defect

whatever.

§ 3. And Moses gave them all these j^recepts which were

observed during his own lifetime. But though he lived

now in the wilderness, yet did he make pi-ovision for their

laws when they should have come to the land of Canaan.

He gave rest to the land from ploughing and sowing every

seventh year, as he had prescribed rest from work every

seventh day ; and ordered, that what grew then of its own
accord out of the earth should belong in common to all

that pleased to use it, making no distinction in that respect

between their own countrymen and foreigners : and he or-

dained, that they should do the same after seven times

seven years, which are in all fifty years : and that fiftieth

year is called by the Hebrews the year of Jubilee, wherein

debtors are freed from their debts, and slaves are set at

liberty, who became slaves, though they were their own
countrymen, by transgressing some of those laws whose
punishment was not capital, but piinished by slavery.

This year also restores the land to its former possessors in

the manner following. When the Jubilee is come, which
name denotes liberty, he that sold the land, and he that

bought it, meet together and make an estimate, on the one

hand of the fruits gathered in, and on the other hand of the

expenses laid out upon it. If the fruits gathered in come
to more than the expenses laid out upon it. he that sold it

takes the land again ; but if the expenses prove more than

the fruits, the present possessor receives of the former
owner the difference, and leaves the land to him ; and if

the fruits received, and the expenses laid out, prove equal

' We must here note witli Eeland, that the precept given to the

priests not to drink ivine, while they wore the sacred garments, is

equivalent to their abstinence from it all the while they ministered in

the temple, because they then always, and then only, wore those sacred
garments, which were laid up there from one time of ministration to

another.—W.
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to one another, the present possessor relinquishes the land
to the former owners. Moses wished the same law to

obtain also to those houses which were sold in villages ; but
he made a different law for such as were sold in a city

;

for if he that sold it offered the purchaser his money agaia
within a year, the latter was forced to restore it ; but if a

whole year had elapsed, the purchaser was to enjoy what
he had bought. Moses learned this code of laws of G-od,

when the camp lay luider Mount Sinai, and delivered it in

writing to the Hebrews.

§ 4. Now when this legislation seemed to be well arranged,

Moses turned his attention next to reviewing the host with

a view to war. So he charged the heads of the tribes, ex-

cepting the tribe of Levi, to take an exact account of the

number of those that were able to go to war ; for as to the

Levites they were holy, and free from all burdens. And.
when the people had been numbered, there were found six

hundred thousand that were able to go to war, from twenty
to fifty years of age, besides three thousand six hundred
and fifty. Instead of Levi, Moses made Manasseh, the

son of Joseph, one of the heads of tribes, and Ephraim
instead of Joseph. It was indeed a request of Jacob him-

self to Joseph, that he would give him his sons to be his

own by adoption, as I before related.

§ 5. When they set up the tabernacle, they placed it in

the middle of their camp, three of the tribes pitching their

tents on each side of it, and roads were cut through the

midst. There was also a well-appointed market; and

everything was there ready for sale in due order ; and

artificers of all trades had their shops ; so the camp re-

sembled nothing so much as a city that sometimes was

moveable, and sometimes fixed. The priests were stationed

nearest to the tabernacle ; then the Levites, who, because

their whole multitude was reckoned from thirty days old,

were twenty-three thousand eight hundred and eighty

males. And during the time that the cloud stood over the

tabernacle, they thought proper to stay in the same place,

supposLQg thatGrod's presence was among them ; but when
that removed, they journeyed on.

§ 6. Moreover, Moses was the inventor of the form of

their trumpet, which was made of silver. Its description
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is this. In length it was little less than a cubit. It was
composed of a narrow tube, somewhat thicker than a flute,

but with as much breadth as was sufficient for admission

of the breath of a man's mouth ; it ended in the form of a

bell, like common trumpets. It was called in the Hebrew
tongue Asosra. Two of these trumpets were made, and one

of them was sounded to call the multitude to come together

to public assemblies. When one of them sounded, the

heads of the tribes were to assemble, and to consult about

the affairs properly belonging to them ; but when both of

them sounded, it was to call the multitude together. Wlien-

ever the tabernacle was removed, it was done in the follow-

ing order : at the first alarm of the trumpet, those whose
tents were on the east quarter prepared to remove ; when
the second signal was given, those that were on the south

quarter did the like ; in the next place the tabernacle was
taken to pieces, and was carried in the midst of six tribes

that went before, and six that followed, all the Levites

keeping close to the tabernacle ; when the third signal was
given, those that had their tents towards the west put
themselves in motion ; and at the fourth signal, those on
the north did so likewise. They also made use of these

trumpets in their sacred ministrations, when they were
bringing the victims to the altar, as well on the sabbaths

as on all other days. And now it was that Moses first

celebrated the feast called the Passover in the wilderness

since the departure from Egypt.

CHAP. XIII.

Hoiv Moses removedfrom 'Mount Sinai, and led the People

to the Borders of the Canaanites.

§ 1-

SHORTLY aftei-wards he departed from ilount Sinai,'

and after staying at several places, of which I shall

speak anon, he came to a place called Hazeroth," where the

^ Jebcl Musa : the partic\ilai' portion of the mountain from which
the Law was delivered is known as Bus Safsdfiih.

'' Probably 'Ain Hudherah, two or three days' journey north-oast of

Jebel Miha.



CHAP. XIII.

J

ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 229

multitude began again to be mutinous, and to blame
Moses for the trials of their wanderiug life, and because, as
lie had persuaded them to leave a good land, they had lost

that, and instead of the happy state he had promised them,
they were still wandering in their present miserable con-

dition, being in want of water, and if the manna should
happen to fail, they must then utterly perish. Tet while
they generally spoke many and sore things against the
man, one of them exhorted them not to be unmindful of

Moses, and the great efforts he had made for their common
safety, and not to despair of assistance from Grod. The
multitude thereupon became still more unruly, and more
mutinous against Moses than before. Thereupon Moses,
although he was so disgracefully treated by them, tried to

raise them from their despairing condition, and promised
that he would procure them a great quantity of flesh meat,
and that not for one day only, but for several. This they dis-

believed, and when one of them asked, whence he could

obtain supply for so many thousands, he replied, " Neither
Grod, nor I, although we are so abused by you, will leave

oif our care for you, and this shall soon be seen." As soon

as he had said this, the whole camp was filled with quails,

and they stood round about them, and gathered them in

great numbers. However, it was not long before Grod

punished the Hebrews for their insolence and murmuring,
for no small number of them died. And the place to this

day retains the memory of this destruction, being named
Kibroth-hattaavah,' which is, the graves of lust.

' Numb. xi. 34. Now perhaps Erweis el-Ebeirig, on the road from

Jebel ilusci to 'AAabah..
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CHAP. XIV.

How Moses sent some Sjjies to search oid the Land of the

Oanaanites, and the Largeness of their Cities ; and how
when those who were sent returned after forty Days, and
reported, that they should not he a match for them, and ex-

tolled, the strength of the Oanaanites, the multitude icere

troubled, and fell into despair, and resolved to stone

Moses, and to return bach again into Egypt, and serve the

Egyptians.

§1-
"\ ^ .T'HEN Moses had led the Hebrews from thence to a
* * place called Ravine, which was near the borders

of the Oanaanites, and a place difficult to stay at, he
gathered the multitude together in assembly, and standing

in the midst of them, said, " Of the two blessings that

God determined to bestow upon us, liberty, and the posses-

sion of a fertile country, ye already are partakers of one
by the gift of G-od, and the other you will quickly

obtain ; for we are now close to the borders of the
Oanaanites, and nothing can hinder our progress, neither

king nor city, nor even all the inhabitants of the coun-
try, if they were all gathered together. Let us, therefore,

prepare ourselves for the work, for the Oanaanites will not
resign their land up to us without fighting, but it must be
wrestedfromthemby great struggles. Letusthensend spies,

who may search out the goodness of the land, and what
strength it is of. Biit above all things, let us be of one mind
and honour God, who above all is our helper and assister."

§ 2. Wlien Moses had said this, the multitiide ac-

quiesced in his proposals, and chose twelve spies of their

most eminent men, one out of each tribe, who, passing over
all the land of Oanaan from the borders of Egypt, went as

far as the city Hamatli ' and MoiTut Lebanon : and having
learned the nature of the land and its inhabitants, they
came home, having spent forty days in the whole work.
They also brought with them of the fruits of the land, and

' Hama, in the valley of the Orontes.
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by showing them the excellency of those fruits, and giving

an account of the great quantity of the good things the

land afforded, they stirred up the multitude to desire war.

But then they terrified them again with the great difficulty

of the enterprise, for the rivers were so large and deep that

they could not be passed over, and the hills were so high,

that they could not climb them, and the cities were
strong with walls, and solid fortifications round about
them. They told them also that they found at Hebron the

posterity of the giants. For indeed these spies who had
seen the land of Canaan, when they perceived that aU. their

difficulties would be greater there than any they had met
with since they came out of Egypt, were dismayed at them
themselves, and endeavoured to make the multitude so

too.

§ 3. So supposing from what they had heard that

it was impossible to get possession of the country, they

broke up the assembly, and with their wives and children

burst into lamentation, as if G-od would not assist them
in deed, but only promised them fair in word. They also

again blamed Moses, and raised a clamour against him and

his brother Aaron the high priest. And they passed that

night very ill, and in mutinous language against them;

and in the morning they ran to the assembly intending to

stone Moses and Aaron, and then return to Egypt.

§ 4. But two of the spies, Joshua the son of Nun, of the

tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb, of the tribe of Judah, being

afraid of the consequences, came into the midst of them,

and stilled the multitude, and desired them to be of good

courage, and neither to condemn God as having held out to

them false promises, nor to hearken to those who had dis-

mayed them, by telling them what was not true concern-

ing" the Canaanites, but to those that encouraged them to

hope for good success and possession of the happiness pro-

mised them, for neither the height of mountains, nor the

depth of rivers, could hinder men of true courage from

attempting them, especially as God espoused their cause

and would fight for them. " Let us then go," said they,

" agaiast the enemy, without any suspicion of ill success,

trusting in God as our champion, and following us who
will be vour leaders." Thus did these two exhort them,
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and endeavoured to pacify their rage. Moses and Aaron
fell on the ground, and besought G-od, not for their own
safety, but that he would put a stop to the blindness of the

people, and would bring their minds to a quiet temper,

which were now disordered by the distress of their present

position. The cloud also did now appear, and stood over the

tabernacle, which declared to them the presence of God.

CHAP. XV.

now Moses was displeased at their conduct, and foretold, that

God was angry, arid that they should continue in the Wil-

derness for forty Years, and should not, during that time,

either return to Egypt, or take possession of Canaan.

§1-

MOSES now came boldly up to the multitude, and in-

formed them., that G-od was moved at their abuse of

him, and would inflict punishment upon them, not indeed
such as they deserved for their sins, but such as parents
inflict on their children in correction : for, he said, that

when he had entered the tabernacle, and was bewailing
with tears the destruction that was coming upon them,
G-od reminded him what things he had done for them, and
what benefits they had received from him, and yet how un-
grateful they had been to him ; that just now they had
been induced by the timidity of the spies, to think that

their words were truer than bis promise to them ; and that
therefore, though he would not indeed destroy them all,

nor utterly exterminate their nation, which he had honoured
more than any other part of mankind, yet he would not per-

mit them to take possession of the land of Canaan, nor
enjoy its happiness, but would make them wander in the
wilderness, and live -without any fixed habitation, and with-
out a city, for forty years, as a punishment for this their
transgression : but he promised to give that land to
their children, and to make them the possessors of those
good things, which, by their ungovemed passions, they had
deprived themselves of.
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§ 2. When Moses liad discoursed thus to them, accord-
ing to the direction of Grod, the multitude grieved and
mourned, and entreated Moses to procure their reconcilia-

tion to Grod, and to permit them no longer to wander in

the wilderness, but to bestow cities upon them. But he
replied, that God would not hear of any such jDlan, for he
was not moved to his determination from any human levity

or anger, but had deliberately sentenced them to that

punishment. Now we are not to disbelieve that Moses, who
was but a single person, pacified so many ten thousands
when they were ia anger, and converted them to a mildness
of temper ; for Grod was with him and helped him in per-

suading the multitude ; and though they had often been
disobedient, they were now sensible that such disobedience

was disadvantageous to them, and that they thereby fell

into calamities.

§ 3. But this man was admirable for his virtue, and
powerful in making men credit what he delivered, not

only during the time of his natural Ufe, but even still

there is no one of the Hebrews who does not act as if

Moses were present, and ready to punish him, if he should

do anything disorderly ; nay, there is no one but is obedient

to the laws he ordained, even although they might be able

to escape detection. There are also many other indications

that his power was more than human. On one occasion

there were some who had come from the parts beyond the

Euphrates, a journey of four months, thi-ough many
dangers and at great expense, in honour of our temple :

and yet, when they had offered their sacrifices they could not

partake of their victims, because Moses had forbidden it in

the case of people not accustomed to it, whose ancient rites

were different to our own. Some of them did not sacrifice

at all, and others left their sacrifices incomplete ; nay,

many were not able even at aU to enter into the temple,

but went their way, preferring submission to the laws of

Moses to the fulfilling of their own inclinations, even

when they had no fear upon them that anybody would
convict them, but only out of regard to their own con-

science. Thus this legislation, which appeared to come
from Grod, made this man to be esteemed as one above

human nature. Nay, further, a little before the beginning
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of the Jewish War, when Claiidivis was Emperor of the

Eomans, and Ismael was our high priest, and when so

great a famine was come upon our country,' that one tenth

deal [of wheat] was sold for foiir drachmae ; and when no
less than seventy cors of flour were brought into thetemple
at the feast of unleavened bread (these cors are thirty-one

Sicilian, but forty-one Athenian, medimni), not one of the

priests ventured to eat one crumb of it, even though so

great distress was on the land, fearing the law, and that

wrath which God ever visits on acts of wickedness, even
when secret. So we ought not to wonder at what happened
in those days, since even now the writings left by Moses
have so great a force, that even those that hate us confess

that our polity was founded by Grod, and that by means of

Moses and his virtue ; but as to these matters, let every

one judge as he thinks fit.

BOOK IV.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIETY-EIGHT TEARS.
FEOM THE REJECTION OP THAT GENERATION TO THE
DEATH OF MOSES.

CHAP. I.

The Fight of the Hebrews vjiih the Canaanite^, without the

Consent of Moses, and their Defeat.

§!
NOW the life of the Hebrews in the wilderness was so

disagreeable and troublesome to them, that it tempted
them, although God had forbidden it, to make an attempt
upon the Canaanites. For they would not hearken to

the words of Moses and be quiet, but supposing they
would be able to beat their enemies, even without his

' This great famine in the days of Claudius is again mentioned in

Antiq. xx. 2, § 6, and Acts xi. 28.—W.
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approbation, they suspected and accused him of trying to

keep them in a distressed condition, that they might always
be in need of his assistance. So they were eager to fight

with the Canaanites, and said, that God gave them his

assistance, not out of regard to Moses, but because he took
care of their entire nation, on account of their forefathers,

whom he befriended ; and also that it was on account of

their own virtue that he had formerly procured them their

liberty, and would assist them now if they were willing to

take pains. They also said, that they were competent of

themselves to conquer the Canaanites, even although Moses
should wish to alienate Grod from them, and that it was
altogether for their advantage to be their own masters, and
not so to rejoice in their deliverance from the outrages they

endured under the Egyptians as to suffer the tyranny of

Moses over them, and allow themselves to be deluded, and
to live according to his will and pleasure, as though G-od

did only foretell what concerns our nation out of kindness

to him , as if they were not all the posterity of Abraham,
but God made him alone the author of all the knowledge
of the future they had, and that they must still leani it

from him ; that it would be a piece of prudence in them
to oppose his arrogant pretences, and to put their trust in

God, and to resolve to take possession of the land which
he had promised them, and not to give ear to him, who, on

this account, under the pretence of divine authority, for-

bade them so to do. Considering, therefore, the distressed

state they were in then, and that in those desert places

they might expect things would be still worse with them,

they resolved to fight with the Canaanites, making only

God their general, and not waiting for any assistance from

their legislator.

§ 2. "When, therefore, they had come to this resolution,

as being best for them, they marched against their enemies
;

but they were not dismayed either at the attack itself, or

at the great multitude that made it, but received them
with great courage. Many of the Hebrews were slain, and

the remainder of the army, when their line of battle was

broken, were pursued and fled in disorder to their camp.

This unexpected misfortune made them quite despond, and
they expected nothing that was good, inferring that this
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reverse came from the wrath of God, because they rashly

went out to war without his approbation.

§ 3. But when Moses saw how dismayed his countrymen
were at this defeat, fearing that the enemies would be

elated at their victory, and would attempt to push their

advantage stUl further, he resolved to withdraw the host

into the wilderness, to a further distance from the Ca-

naanites ; and the multitude giving themselves up again

to his authority (for they pierceived now that without his

foresight their affairs would not be in a good condition),

he moved his camp, and went further into the wilderness,

intending there to let them rest, and not to permit them
to fight the Canaanites before Grod should appoint a time

for so doinsr.

CHAP. II.

The Rebellion of Corah, and of the Multitude, against Moses
and Aaron, concerning the Priesthood.

§1-
.

THAT which is usually the case in great armies, and
especially after reverses, namely that the discipline is

hard to keep up, did now befall the Jews ; for they being-

six hundred thousand, and by reason of their great number
not likely to be docile to their officers, even had things gone
well, were at this time more than usually angry, both
against one another, and against their leader, because

of the distress they were in, and the reverse they had
had. Such a rebellion broke out among them, as we
know not the like either among the Greeks or barbarians,

by which they were in danger of being all destroyed, but
were saved by Moses, who bore no maUce, though he had
been almost stoned to death by them. Nor did God ne-

glect to prevent their ruin, but, notwithstanding the shame-
ful way they had treated their legislator, and their dis-

obedience to the commands which he himself had sent

them by Moses, he delivered them from those terrible

calamities, which, without his providential care, would
have come upon them by this rebellion. I shall first
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relate the cause of this rebellion, and then give an account
of it, as also what settlement Moses made after it was
over.

§ 2. Corah, one of the chief Hebrews, both from his
family and his wealth, a person also that was able to speak
well, and could easily sway the people by his speeches,
seeing that Moses was held in exceeding great honour, was
vexed at it from jealousy (for he was of the same tribe
with Moses, and akin to him), and was put out because he
thought he better deserved that position [on account of
his great riches, and as not inferior to him in birth] . So
he raised a clamour against him among the Levites, who
were of the same tribe, and especially among his own
branch of the family. He said that it was monstrous that
they should allow Moses to hunt after and pave the way to
glory for himself, and by ill arts to obtain it under the
pretence of G-od's command ; seeing that contrary to the
laws he had given the priesthood to his brother Aaron,
not by the common suffrage of the multitude, but by his

own vote, as bestowing dignities in an arbitrary way on
whom he pleased. He added that this concealed way of

imposing on them was harder to be borne than if it

had been done by open force, because he not only took
away their power against their will, but even while they
were unapprized of liis contrivances. For whoever was
conscious to himself that he deserved any dignity, aimed to

get it by persuasion, and not impudently to seize it ; but
those that believed it impossible to obtain their honour
justly, wishing to appear good, abstained from force, but by
cunning tricks and crooked courses got powerful ; that it

was proper for the multitude to punish such men, even
while they thought themselves undetected in their designs,

and not to suffer them to gain strength till they had
detected them as open enemies. " For what reason," added
he, " is Moses able to give why he has bestowed the

priesthood on Aaron and his sons ? for if G-od had deter-

mined to bestow that honour on one of the tribe of Levi, I

am more worthy of it than he is, I myself being equal to

Moses by my family, and superior to him both in riches

and age. And if God had determined to bestow it on the

eldest tribe, that of Eeuben would have it most justly, and
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then Dathan and Abiram and Peleth would have it, for

they are the oldest men of that tribe, and powerful on

account of their great wealth also."

§ 3. Now Corah in saying this wished to appear to be

looking after the public welfare, but was in reality trying to

get that dignity transfei-red by the multitude to himself.

Thus did he speak to the men of his own tribe, with ma-
lignant design, but plausible words, and as these words

gradually spread to more of the people, and as the

hearers still added to the calumnies cast upon Aaron,

the whole host was full of them. Now of those that

conspired with Corah there were two hundred and fifty

of the principal men, who were eager to take the priest-

hood away from Moses' brother, and to bring him into

disgrace. And the multitude themselves were in a fer-

ment, and attempted to stone Moses ; and gathered them-

selves together in the assembly with noise and confusion

and disorder. And now they stood before the tabernacle

of Grod, and cried out to remove the tyrant, and to relieve

the multitude from their slavery under him, who, under
colour of the divine commands, laid violent injunctions

upon them ; for had it been God who chose one to perform
the office of priest, he would have raised a worthy person

to that dignity, and would not have given the office to

such a one as was inferior to many others, and had he

judged it fit to bestow it on Aaron, he would have per-

mitted the choice to the multitude, and not have left it to

his own brother.

§ 4. Now, although Moses had long foreseen this jealousy

of Corah's, and saw that the people were greatly excited,

yet was he not dismayed, but being of good courage, because

he had given them right advice about their affairs, and
knowing that his brother had got the priesthood at the

command of God, and not by his own favour to him, he

came to the assembly ; and, as for the multitude, he said

not a word to them, but spake as loud to Corah as he
could; and being very skilful in other respects, and
having the natural talent of swaying the multitude, he
said, " Corah, both you and all those with you (pointing

to the two htmdred and fifty men), seem to be worthy of

honour, nor do I seek to deprive any of this whole company
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of similar honour, though thej may not be so rich or so
worthy as you are, nor have I taken and given this office

to my brother because he excelled in riches, for you exceed
us both in the greatness of your wealth, nor indeed because
of his family, for G-od, by giving us the same common
ancestor, has made our family one, nor was it out of
brotherly afEection, which another might yet have thought
right. And indeed if I had not bestowed this honour out
of regard to Grod and to his laws, I should not have passed
over myself and given it to another, as being nearer akin
to myself than to my brother, and having a closer intimacv
with myself than I have with him. And surely it would
not be wise in me to expose myself to the dangers of act-

ing illegally by bestowing this happy employment on
another. But I am above such base practice, nor would
God have overlooked being himself thus despised, nor
would he have suffered you to be ignorant of what vou
were to do in order to please him ; but he hath hiniseK
chosen one to be his priest, and so freed us from that care.

Aaron did not owe it to my favour, but to the will of God.
He therefore resigns it to the competition of such as jjlease

to jjut in for it, stipulating only that he who has been
already preferred, and has already obtained it. may be
allowed now also to offer himself for a candidate. He pre-
fers your living without rebellion to this honour, althouo-h
in truth it was with your approbation that he obtained it

;

for though God was the donor, yet do we not offend when
we think fit to accept of it with your good will. And it

would have been an instance of impiety not to have
taken that honour when God offered it ; nay, it would
have been exceedingly unreasonable, when God had thought
fit any one should have it for all time to come, and had
made it secure and firm to him, to have refused it. How-
ever, he himself will judge again whom he will have
to offer sacrifices to him, and to have the direction of

matters of reUgion ; for it is absurd that Corah, who is

ambitious of this honour, should dejirive God of the
power of giving it to whom he pleases. Put an end, there-

fore, to your rebellion and disturbance on this account

;

and to-morrow morning do every one of you that desire

the priesthood bring a censer from home, and come hither
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with incense and fire. And do you, Corah, leave the

judgment to G-od, and wait to see on which side he will

give his vote upon this occasion, and do not make yourself

greater than God. Do you also come as a candidate for

the office. And I suppose we may also admit Aaron with-

out offence, to offer himself to the vote, since he is of the

same family as you, and has done nothing in his priest-

hood that can be open to censiu-e. Come ye. therefore, to-

gether, and offer your incense in public before all the

people ; and when you offer it, he, whose sacrifice G-od

shall accept, shall be elected high priest, and shall be clear

of the present charge brought against Aaron, that he had
that favour granted him because he was mv brother."

CHAP. III.

How those that stirred up this Rebellion were destroyed hy

the Will of God : and how Aaron, Moses' Brother, and his

Posterity, retained the Priesthood.

§1-

WHEN Moses had said this, the multitude left off their

turbulent behaviour, and the suspicion they had
of Moses, and commended what he had said, for his

proposal was good, and seemed so to the jseople. At that

time, therefore, they dissolved the meeting. And on
the next day they came to the congregation, in order to be

present at the sacrifice, and at the selection that was to be

made between the candidates for the priesthood. Now the

meeting proved a stormy one, as the multitude were in

great suspense in expectation of what would happen, for

some of them would have beeu pleased if Moses had been
convicted of wrong-doing, but the wiser sort desired that

they might be delivered from the present disorder and
disturbance : for they were afraid, that if this rebellion

went on, the good order of their body politic would be
destroyed. For the mass of the people naturally delight-

ing in clamours against their governors, and changing
their opinions after hearing every speaker, disturbed the
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public tranquillity. And Moses sent messengers to
Abiram and Dathan, and ordered them to come to the
assembly as had been agreed, and wait for the result of the
solemn service. But they answered the messengers, that
they would not obey the summons, nay, would not overlook
Moses' behaviour, who was growing too great for all the
people through intrigue. Now when Moses heard their

answer, he desired the heads of the people to follow him,
and he went to the company of Dathan, not being afraid at
all to go to those insolent people ; and they made no oppo-
sition, but went along with him. But Dathan and his

company, when they understood that Moses and the chiefs

of the people were coming to them, came out with their

wives and children in front of their tents, and looked to see

what Moses would do. They had also their servants about
them to defend them, in case Moses should use force.

§ 2. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to

heaven, and cried out with a loud voice, in order to be
heard by the whole multitude; and said, "0 Lord of all

that is in heaven, in earth, and sea (for you are the

worthiest witness of what I have done, for it has all been
done by your command, and you afforded us assistance

when we attempted anything, and showed mercy on the
Hebrews in all their distresses), come now and hear all

that I say, for no action nor thought escapes your know-
ledge, so that you will not disdain to speak what is true

for my vindication, without any regard to the ingratitude

of these men. As for what happened before I was born,

you know best, not learning it by hearsay, but being an
eyewitness of it, and for what has been done of late,

which these men, although they know otherwise, unjustly

pretend to suspect, be my witness. When I enjoyed a
quiet life, I left what by my own diligence and your provi-

dence I had got with Eaguel my father-in-law, and sacri-

ficed myself for this people, and underwent many miseries

on their account. I had great labour at first to obtain liberty

for them, and since to provide for their safety, and have

always shown alacrity to assist them in every danger.

Now, therefore, since I am suspected by those very men,
whose preservation is owing to my labours, do you, who
showed me that fire at Mount Sinai, and made me hear its
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voice, and see the several wonders which that place

afforded me; you, who commanded me to go to Egypt,
and declare your will to this jjeople

;
you, who disturbed

the happiness of the Egyptians, and gave us the opportu-
nity of escaping from our slavery under them, and made
the power of Pharaoh inferior to mine

;
you, who made

the sea dry land for us, when we knew not whither to go,

and overwhelmed the Egyptians with destruction in those
waves which had been driven back for us

;
you, who

bestowed upon us the security of weapons when we were
unarmed

;
you, who made wells that were corrupted to be

fit for drinking, and supplied us with water that gushed
out of the rocks, when we were in the greatest distress for

it ; you, who preserved our lives with food from the sea,

when the fruits of the ground failed us
;
you, who sent us

such food from heaven as had never been known before ; you,
who gave us the knowledge of your laws, and apj)ointed our
polity ; come, I say. Lord of the whole world, as my judge
and witness that cannot be bribed, and show that I have
never received any gift from any of the Hebrews to per-

vert justice, and have never condemned a poor man that
ought to have been acquitted for one that was rich ; and
have never used my power to the injury of the com-
munity. Yet I am suspected of a thing, the remotest
from my piractices, of having given the priesthood to

Aaron, not at your command, but out of my own favour
to him. Prove then now that all things are arranged bv
your providence, and that nothing happens by chance, but
is governed by your will, and so attains its end : as also

that you take care of those that have done good to

the Hebrews; prove this, I say, by the punishment of
Abiram and Dathan, who accuse you of want of j^er-

ception, as overcome by my contrivance. This vou will

do by inflicting an open jjunishment on these men, who
so madly fly in the face of your glory, by removing them
from the world, not in an ordinary manner, nor by their
dying after the manner of other men; let the ground
which they tread upon open about them and swallow
them up, with their families and goods. This will be a
proof of your power to all men, and a lesson of -wisdom to
those that entertain profane sentiments about you. And
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I too shall so be found a faithful carrier-out of your com-
mands. But if the calumnies thej have raised against me
be true, then preserve these men from every evil, and
bring on me all that destruction which I have imprecated
upon them. And when you have inflicted punishment on
those that have wished to injure this people, bestow upon
them concord and peace for the future. Save the multi-
tude that follow your commands, and preserve them free

fi'om harm, and let them not partake of the punishment
of those that have sinned ; for you know yourself it is not
just, that for the wickedness of those men, the whole body
of the Israelites should suffer punishment."

§ 3. When Moses had said this, with tears in his eyes,

the ground began to move all of a sudden, and its motion
was like that which the wind produces in the waves of the

sea. Tlie people were all dismayed, as the ground that

was about their tents sunk down with a great and terrible

sound, and swallowed up all that belonged to Dathan and
Abiram. And they vanished so quickly that the eye could

scarce take it in, for the earth that had opened about
them closed again, and became as it was before, insomuch
that such who saw it afterwards did not perceive that

any such thing had happened to it. Thus did these

men perish, and become a proof of the power of Grod.

And truly, anyone would lament them, not only on
account of this calamity that befell them, which yet de-

serves our commiseration, but also because their kindred

were pleased with their sufferings ; for they forgot the

relation they bore to them, and at the sight of this sad

accident approved of the judgment given against them

;

and because they looked upon the comijany of Dathan that

perished as pestilent men, they did not grieve for them.

§ 4. And now Moses called for those who contended

about the priesthood, that trial might be made who should

be priest, and that he whose sacrifice God accepted should

be elected. There attended two hundred and fifty men,

who indeed were honoured by the people, not only on

account of the virtue of their ancestors, but also on
account of their own, in which they excelled them : Aaron
also and Corah came forth, and they all offered incense,

in the censers which they brought with them, before the
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tabernacle. Thereupon so great a fire shone out as no one
ever saw in any made by the hand of man, nor in those
eruptions out of the earth caused by subterraneous burn-
ings, nor in such fires as burst out spontaneously in forests

by the violence of winds and by trees rubbing one against

another, but this fire was very bright, and had a terrible

flame, such as is kindled at the command of God ; and by
its bursting out on them, all the company, and Corah
himself, were destroyed, and that so entirely, that their very
bodies left no remains. Aaron alone was j)reserved, and
not at all hurt by the fire, because it was G-od that sent

the fire to burn those only who were to be burned. And
Moses, after those men were destroyed, was desirous that
the memory of this judgment might be handed down to

posterity, and that future ages might be acquainted with
it ; so he commanded Eleazar, the son of Aaron, to

put the censers of Corah and the rest near the brazen
altar, that they might be a memorial to posterity of what
those men suffered for supposing that the piower of God
might be eluded. And thus Aaron was now no longer
esteemed to have the high priesthood by the favour of

Moses, but by the public judgment of God, and he and
his children enjoyed the honour securely afterwards.

CHAP. IV.

What happe^iedto the Hebreivs during Thirty-tiyht Years in

the Wilderness.

§1-

HOWEVUE, the rebellion was so far from ceasing upon
this, that it grew much stronger and fiercer. And

the occcasion of its growing worse was of that nature, as
made it likely the calamity would never cease, but last for

a long time : for the men believing already that nothing is

done without the providence of God, would have it that
these things came not thus to pass without God's favour
to Moses ; they therefore laid the blame upon him that
God was so angry, and said that this had happened not
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SO much because of the wickedness of those that were
punished, as from the solicitation of Moses ; and that
those men had been destroyed without any sin of theirs,

only because they were zealous about the divine worship

;

as also that he who had been the cause of this diminution
of the people, by destroying so many men, and men most
excellent all of them, besides his escaping any punish-
ment himseK, had now given the priesthood to his brother
so firmly, that nobody could any longer dispute it with
him ; for no one else, to be sure, would now put in for it,

since he must have seen how those that first did so mise-
rably perished. Moreover, the kindred of those that were
destroyed made great entreaties to the multitude to abate
the arrogance of Moses, because it would be safest for

them so to do.

§ 2. Now Moses, having been informed some time that

an uproar was brewing, and fearing that they would mutiny
a second time, and that some great and sad calamity would
be the consequence, called the multitude together, and
patiently heard them, making no apology for himself, lest

he should embitter the multitude : he only desired the

heads of the tribes to bring their rod with the name of their

tribe inscribed upon it, and said he should receive the

priesthood, on whose rod God should put a sign. This

was agreed to. So the rest brought their rods, as did

Aaron also, who had written the tribe of Levi on his rod.

These rods Moses laid up in the tabernacle of Grod. On
the next day he brought them out, and they were known
from one another by those who had brought them, they

having distinctly noted them, as had also the multitude.

Now as to all the rest, they saw them still in the same
form Moses had received them, but they saw buds and
branches grown out of Aaron's rod, and ripe fruit ; they

were almonds, the rod having been made of that tree. The
peojjle were so amazed at this strange sight, that though

Moses and Aaron were before under some degree of hatred,

they now laid that hatred aside, and began to marvel at the

judgment of God concerning them ; so that henceforth they

applauded what God had decreed, and permitted Aaron to

enjoy the liigh priesthood peaceably. And thus God
selected him three several times, and he retained that
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honour without further disturbance. And thus this rebel-

lion of the Hebrews, which had been a serious one, and
had lasted a great while, was at last ended.

§ 3. x\nd Moses, who had exempted the tribe of Levi
from war and military duties, and set it apart for the
divine worship, lest they should want and seek after the
necessaries of life, and so neglect the temple, commanded
the Hebrews, according to the will of Grod, that when they
should get possession of the land of Canaan, they should
assign forty-eight good and fair cities to the Levites, and
allow them land in the suburbs, two thousand cubits all

round the walls of those cities. And besides this, he ap-
pointed that the people should pay tithe of the annual fruits

of the earth, both to the Levites and to the priests. And
this is what that tribe receives of the multitude. I now
think it necessary to set down what is paid by all only to

the priests.

§ 4. Moses commanded the Levites to yield up to the
priests thirteen of their forty-eight cities, and to set apart
for them the tenth part of the tithes which they every
year received from the people. Moreover, he decreed that
the people were to offer to God the first-fruits of the entire

product of the ground, and to offer the first-born of those
four-footed beasts that were appointed for sacrifices, if it

were a male, to the priests to be slain, that they and their

entire families might eat it in the holy city ; and that the
owners of those first-born beasts not appointed for sacrifice

by the laws of our country, should bring a shekel and a
half in their stead ; and for the first-born of a man, five

shekels. They were also to have the first-fruits out of the
shearing of sheep, and when any baked bread and made
loaves, they were to give some of what they baked to
them. Moreover, those that have made a sacred vow, I
mean those that are called Nazarites, that suffer their
hair to grow long, and use no wine, when they consecrate
their hair, and offer it for a sacrifice, they are to allot what
is shorn off to the priests. Such also as call themselves
Corban to God, which denotes what the Greeks call a gift,

when they are desirous of being freed from that ministra-
tion, are to lay down money for the priests ; thirty shekels
if it be a woman, and fifty if it be a man ; but if any be
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too poor to pay the appointed sum, it shall be lawful for

the priests to determine on what sum they think fit. And
if any slay beasts at home for a private festival and not a
religious one, they are obliged to bring the tripe and breast
and right shoulder of the sacrifice to the priests. With
these Moses contrived that the priests should be plentifully

maintained, besides what they had out of those offerings

for sins, which the people gave them, as I have set down
in the previous book. He also ordered, that out of every-

thing allotted for the priests, their servants, daughters, and
wives should partake as well as themselves, except what
came to them out of the sacrifices that were offered for

sins : for of them none but the males of the families of the

priests might eat, and that in the temple on the same day
they were offered.

§ 5. When Moses had made these regulations, after the

rebelUon was over, he removed with the whole host, and
came to the borders of Idumeea. He then sent ambas-
sadors to the king of the Idumseans, and asked him to give

him a passage through his country, and agreed to give him
what guarantees he should desire, that he should be secured

from any injury. He asked him also to allow his army
Hberty to buy provisions ; and said, if he insisted upon it,

he would pay down a price for the very water they should

drink. But the king was not pleased with this embassage
from Moses : nor did he allow a passage for the army, but
brought his people out armed to meet Moses, and to hinder

them, in case they should endeavour to force their passage.

And when Moses consulted God, he told him not to begin

the war first ; and so he withdrew his forces, and travelled

round about through the wilderness.

§ 6. Then it was that Miriam, the sister of Moses, came
to her end (having completed the fortieth year since she

left Egypt) on thefirst day of the lunar month Xanthicus.

They had a public funeral for her at great expense. She

was buried upon a certain mountain, which they call Sin ;

^

and when they had mourned for her thirty days, Moses
purified the people in the following manner. He took a

heifer, that had never been used to the plough or to hus-

' A hill, not identified, in or near Jebel Magrah, at the south end of

the Negeb, or south counti-y.
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bandry, without blemisli, and entirely red, to a little dis-

tance from the camp, to a place perfectly clean. This heifer

was slain by the high priest, and her blood sprinkled with

his finger seven times before the tabernacle of G-od : after

this the entire heifer was burned as it was, together with

its skin and entrails, and they threw cedar wood, and
hyssop, and scarlet wool, into the midst of the fire ; then a

clean man gathered all her ashes together, and laid them in

a place perfectly clean. And when any persons were defiled

by touching a dead body, they put a little of these ashes

into spring water, with hyssop, and dipping part of these

ashes in it, they sprinkled them with it, both on the third

day, and on the seventh, and after that they were clean.

This he also enjoined them to do when the tribes should

come into their promised inheritance.

§ 7. Now when this purification, which their leader en-

joined after the mourning for his sister, was over, he caused

the army to remove, and to march through the wilderness,

and through Arabia. And when he came to a place which
the Arabians esteem their metropolis, which was formerly

called Arce, but has now the name of Petra,' which was
encompassed by a high mountain, Aaron ascended the

mountain in the sight of the whole host, for the place was
over against them, Moses having before told him that he

was to die there. He put off his pontifical garments, and
delivered them to Eleazar his son, to whom the high priest-

hood belonged, because he was his oldest son, and died

while the multitude gazed at him. He died in the same
year in which he lost his sister, having lived in all a

hundred and twenty three years. He died on the first day
of the lunar month called by the Athenians Hecatombseon,

by the Macedonians Lous, and by the Hebrews Abba.

Petra is situated a short distance east of Wddy 'Arabah ; near it is

Jebel HarUn, Mount Hor, on which, according to tradition, Aaron died.
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CHAP. V.

Hoiv Moses conquered Sihon arid Og, Icings of the Aniorites,

and destroyed their ivhole Army, and then divided their

Land hy lot to two Tribes and a half of the Hebrews.

§^-

THE people mourned for Aaron thirty days, and when
this mourning was over, Moses removed the host from

that place, and came to the river Arnon,^ which rising in

the mountains of Arabia,' and running through all the

wilderness, falls into the lake Asphaltitis,^ and forms the

boundary between the land of the Moabites and the land

of the Amovites. This land is fruitful, and sufficient to

maintain a great number of men with the good things it

produces. Moses, therefore, sent messengers to Sihon the

king of this country, asking that he would grant his army
a passage through it on whatever terms he should please

to require: he promised that no injury should be done

either to the country which Sihon governed, or to its iahabi-

tants ; and that he would buy his provisions at such a price

as should be to their advantage, even though they should

desire to sell them even their water. But Sihon refused

his offer, and put his army into battle array, and made
every preparation to hinder their crossing the Amon.

§ 2. When Moses saw that the Amorite king was dis-

posed to enter upon hostilities with them, he thought he

ought not to bear that insult, and determining to wean the

Hebrews from their inaction and consequent distress, which

had been the occasion of their former rebellion (nor in-

deed were they now thoroughly easy in their minds), he

inquired of God whether he would give him leave to fight ?

which when he had done, and also promised him the vic-

torv, he was himself very confident for the fray, and en-

couraged the soldiers, calling on them now to take pleasure

in fighting, since God gave them leave to do so. They

' Now IVadt/ 3Icjib.

2 The hills separating Moab from the desert country to the east.

3 The Dead Sea.
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tlieu, upon the receipt of this permission, which they so

much longed for, put on their whole armour, and setaboutthe
work without delay. But the Amorite king was not equally

confident now the Hebrews were going to attack him, but
both he himself was affrighted at the Hebrews, and his

army, which before had showed itself very courageous,

was now found to be timorous. So they could not

sustain the first onset, nor stand against the Hebrews,
but fled away, thinking this would afford them more likeli-

hood of safety than fighting, for they depended upon their

cities, which were strong, though they reaped no advantage
from them when they were forced to fly to them : for as

soon as the Hebrews saw them giving ground, they imme-
diately pursued them close ; and when they had broken
their ranks, they greatly terrified them, and some of them
broke off from the rest, and ran away in the direction of

their cities. And the Hebrews pursued them briskly, and
obstinately persevered in the efforts they had already made :

and being very skilful in slinging, and very dexterous in

throwing all kinds of missiles, and also having on nothing
but light armour, which made them quick in the pursuit,

they overtook their enemies ; and for those that were most
remote, and could not be overtaken, they reached them by
their slings and their bows, so that many were slain ; and
those that escaped death were sorely wounded. And they

were more distressed with thirst, than even with those that

fought against them, for it was the summer season, and as

most of them hurried down in confusion to the river out of

a desire to drink, the Hebrews, as they fled en masse, came
round them, and shot at them, so that what with darts,

and what with arrows, they slew them all. Sihon also their

king was slain. And the Hebrews spoiled the dead bodies,

and took the prey. The land also which they took was fuU
of abundance of fraits, and the army went all over it with-

out fear, and fed their cattle upon it, and they took the
enemies prisoners, who could no way put a stop to their

progress, since all their fighting-men had been slain. Such
was the destruction which overtook the Amorites, who were
neither sagacious in council nor courageous in action. And
the Hebrews took possession of their land, which is a
country situated between three rivers, and naturaUy resem-
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bliug an island, the river Arnon being its southern limit,

the river Jabbok ' bounding its northern side, which, running
into the Jordan, loses its own name, and takes the other's,

while the Jordan itself runs along by it on the west.

§ 3. When matters were in this state, Og, the king of

Gilead" and Gaulanitis,^ fell upon the Israelites. He brought
an army with him, and came in haste to the assistance of

his friend Sihon. And though he found him already slain,

yet did he resolve still to fight the Hebrews, supposing he
should be too hard for them, and being desirous to try their

valour, but was disappointed in his hope, as he was both
himself slain in the battle, and all his army was destroyed.

Then Moses passed over the river Jabbok, and overran the
kingdom of Og. He overthrew the cities, and slew aU their

inhabitants, who exceeded in riches all the men in that part

of the countiy, on account of the goodness of the soil, and the

quantity of property. Now Og had very few equals either

in size of body or handsomeness of appearance. He was
also a man of great activity in the use of his hands, so that

his actions were not unequal to the size and handsome
apjiearance of his body. And men could easily guess at

his strength and size, as they took his bed at Eabbah,^ the

royal city of the Ammonites ; its material was iron, its

breadth four cubits, and its length nine cubits. However,
his fall did not only improve the circumstances of the

Hebrews for the present, but by his death he was the

occasion of further good success to them ; for they took

sixty cities strongly fortified that had been subject to him,

and all got much spoil both in general and in particular.

' Xow Wudy Zerka. " See note, p. 12.

^ Now Jaulan, east of Jordan.
* Eabbah or Eabbath Ammon, afterwards called Philadelphia, is now

'Amman, in the highlands of Gilead.
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CHAP. VI.

Concerning Balaam the Prophet, and what Icind of a

Man he tvas.

§1-

NOW Moses, when he had brought his army to Jordan,

pitched his camp in the great plain over against

Jericho.^ This city has a very happy situation, and is very

fit for producing palm-trees and balsam. And now the

the Israelites began to be very elated, and veiy eager for

fighting. Moses then, afterhehad first offered, for a few days,

sacrifices of thanksgiving to Grod, and feasted the people,

sent a party of armed men to lay waste the country of the

Midianites, and to take their cities by stonn. His reason

for making war upon them was as follows.

§ 2. When Balak, the king of the Moabites, who in-

herited from his ancestors a friendship and league with the

Midianites, saw how great the Israelites were grown, he

was much alarmed on account of his kingdom's danger
;

for he was not acquainted with the fact, that the Hebrews
would not meddle with any other country, but were to be

contented with the possession of the land of Canaan, God
having forbidden them to go any further. So, with more
haste than wisdom, he resolved to make an attempt upon
them by words ; but he did not judge it prudent to fight

against them, after they had had such great successes even

against odds, but he thought to hinder them, if he could,

from growing greater, and so he resolved to send ambassa-

dors to the Midianites about them. Now these Midianites,

knowing there was one Balaam, who lived by the Euphrates,

and was the greatest of the prophets of that time, and one

that was friendly to them, sent some of their principal

men with the ambassadors of Balak, to entreat the prophet

to come to them, that he might imprecate curses for the

destruction of the Israelites. So Balaam received the am-
bassadors, and treated them very kindly, and when he had
supped, he inquired God's will as to the matter for which

' Now called GhOr es-Seisebdn. «
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the Midianites entreated him to coine to them ? And when

God opposed his going, he came to the ambassadors, and

told them that he was himself Tery willing and desirous

to comply with their request, but informed them that God

was opposed to his desire, even that God who had raised

him to great reputation on account of the tnith of his

predictions, for that the host whom they entreated him to

come to curse was in the favour of God ; on which account

he advised them to go home again, and not to persist in

their enmity against the Israelites : and when he had given

them that answer, he dismissed the ambassadors.

§ 3. Then the Midianites, at the earnest request and

fervent entreaties of Balak, sent other ambassadors to

Balaam, who desiring to gratify the men, inquired again of

God; but he was displeased at this [second] trial, and

bade' him by no means to contradict the ambassadors.

Now Balaam did not imagine that God gave this injunction

in order to deceive him, so he went along with the ambas-

sadors ; and when a divine angel met him in the way, as

he was in a narrow passage hedged in with a wall on both

sides, the ass on which Balaam rode, perceiving that it was

a divine spirit that met him, thrust Balaam against one of

the walls, without anv regard to the stripes which Balaam,

being hurt by the wall, gave her ; but when the ass, upon

the angel's continuing to press on to her, and upon the

stripes which were given her, fell do-ivn, she made use by

the wiU of God of a human voice, and complained to Balaam

of his acting unjustlv to her ; for whereas he had had no

fault to find with her'in her former service to him, he now

inflicted stripes upon her, not understanding that she was

hindered from serving him on his present errand by the will

of God. And when he was disturbed by reason of the ass

speakino' lite a human being, the angel appeared plainly to

him and blamed him for the stripes he had given his ass,

and informed him that it was not in fault, but that he had

himself come to obstmct his journey, as bemg contrary to

the will of God. Upon which Balaam was afraid, and was

readv to return back again, but God urged him to go on

his intended way ; but added this injunction, that he should

utter nothing but what he himself should suggest to his

mind.
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§ 4. When Grod had given him this charge, he went

on to Balak ; and when the ting had receired him with

distinction, he asked to be led up one of the mountains to

take a view of the state of the camp of the Hebrews.
Balak himself also ascended the mountain with a royal

retinue, and took the prophet along with him. This moun-
tain lay over their heads, and was sixty furlongs distant

from the camp. Now when Balaam saw the Hebrews, he de-

sired the king to build him seven altars, and to bring him
as many bulls and rams ; which the king quickly did. He
then slew the sacrifices, and offered them as burnt-offerings,

that he might observe some sign betokening the rout of the

Hebrews. Then said he, " Happy is this people on whom
G-od bestows the possession of innumerable good things,

and grants them his own providence to be their help and
guide. For there is no nation among mankind that you
will not be esteemed superior to in virtue, and in regard to

the best rules of life, and such as are pure from wickedness,

and you will leave these excellent rules to children better

than yourselves, as you are the only people that God
regards, who secures your being happier than any other

people under the sun. You shall retain that land to which
he hath sent you, and it shall ever be under the command
of your children ; and all the earth, as well as the sea, shall

be filled with your glory ; and you shall be sufiiciently

numerous to supf)ly the world in every region of it with in-

habitants of your race. blessed host ! marvel that you
are become so many from one father ; and truly the land
of Canaan can now hold you as being yet comparatively

few ; but know that the whole world is proposed to be your
place of habitation for ever. The multitude of yoiir pos-

terity also shall live in the islands as well as on the mainland,
and shall be more in number than the stars of heaven.

And when you are become so many, G-od will not leave off

his care of you ; but will afford you an abundance of all

good things in peace, with victory and dominion in war,

rE the children of your enemies have a desire to fight against

you, and are so bold as to come to arms, and assault you
in battle, for they will not return with victory, nor so as to

give joy to their children and vnves. To such a degree
of valour will you be raised by the providence of God, who
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is able to diininisli the abundance of some, and to supply
tlie wants of others."

§ 5. Thus did Balaam speak by inspiration, not being
master of himself, biit moved to say what he did by the
divine Spirit. And Balak was displeased, and said he had
broken the contract he had made, whereby he and his allies

had invited him on the promise of great jsresents : for

whereas he came to curse their enemies, he had sung their

praises, and had declared that they were the happiest of

men. To which Balaam replied, " O Balak, if you rightly

consider the whole matter, canyou suppose, that it is in our
power either to be silent or to say anything when the Spirit

of Grod seizes upon us ? for it puts such words as it pleases

into our mouths, and such discourses as we are not ourselves

conscious of. I well remember by what entreaties both
you and the Midiauites so zealously brought me hither, and
why I took this journey. It was my j^rayer that I might
satisfy you as to what you desired of me ; but Grod is more
powerful than my resolve to serve you, for those that take

upon them to foretell the affairs of mankind, as from their

own abilities, are entirely powerless, either to forbear to

utter what God suggests to them, or to offer violence to

his will; for when he j)ossesses us, nothing that we say is our

own. I certainly did not intend to praise this host, nor to re-

count the good things which Grod intended to do for their

race, but he being favourable to them, and anxious to

bestow upon them a hapjiy lifs and eternal glory, suggested

the declaration of those things to me. But now. because

it is my desire to oblige you and the Midianites, whose re-

quest it is not becoming for me to reject, come, let us

again rear other altars, and offer the like sacrifices that we
did before, that I may see whether I can persuade Grod to

permit me to bind these men with curses." And when
Balak had agreed to this, Grod would not even at the second

sacrifice consent to his cursing the Israelites. And Balaam
sacrificed yet a third time, having erected other altars, nor

could he even then curse the Israelites, but he fell upon
his face, and foretold what calamities would befall kings

and most eminent cities, some of which were not yet in-

habited ; which events have come to j)ass to those jjersons,

in the foregoing ages, and down to my own memory,
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both by sea and by land. From which accomplishment
of all those predictions that he made, one may con-

jecture that the rest will have their accomplishment in the

future.

§ 6. But Balak, being very angry that the Israelites were
not cursed, sent away Balaam, not thinking him worthy
of any honour. Whereupon, as he was just starting on
his journey and was about to cross the Euphrates, he
sent for Balak and the princes of the Midianites, and spoke

thus to them :
" Balak, and yoii Midianites that are here

present (for I am obliged even against the will of God to

gratify you), it is true no entire ruin can come on the

nation of the Hebrews, either by war, or by plague, or by
scarcity of the fruits of the earth, nor can any other unex-
pected accident destroy them. For the providence of God
is concerned to preserve them from all evil, nor will it

permit any such calamity to come upon them whereby
they may all perish : but some small misfortunes, and those

for a short time, whereby they may appear to be brought
low, may still befall them ; but after that they will flourish

again, to the terror of those that brought hurt to them.
But if you desire to gain a victory over them for a
short space of time, you will obtain it by following my
directions. Select such of your daughters as are most
eminent for beauty, and able to take by storm and conquer
the modesty of those that behold them by their beauty,

and send them, when decked and trimmed to the highest

degree possible, to the Israelites' camp ; and give them
injunctions, when the young men of the Hebrews desire

their company, to allow it them ; and when they see that

they are enamoured of them, let them pretend to go, and
if they entreat them to stay, let them not give their consent

till they have persuaded them to abandon their own laws,

and the worship of that God who gave them, and to wor-
ship the gods of the Midianites and the Moabites ; for by
this means God will be angry with them." And when
Balaam had suggested this counsel to them, he went his

way.

§ 7. And when the Midianites had sent their daughters,

as Balaam had advised, the young men of the Hebrews
were captivated by their beauty, and came to discourse
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with them, and besought them not to grudge them the
enjoyment of their beauty, nor to deny them their love.

And they received their words gladly, and compUed with
their wishes, and when they had brought them to be
enamoured of them, and their desires-were at their height,
they began to talk of departing. Then these men became
greatly disconsolate at the idea of their departure, and
implored them not to leave them, but begged they would
continue there, and become their wives, and they promised
them they should be made mistresses of all they had.
This they said with oaths, and called on G-od to witness
what they promised, and that with tears in their eyes, and
all other marks of concern such as might move their pity.

And the women, as soon as they perceived they had made
them their slaves, and had caught them with their in-

timacy, began to speak to them as follows.

§ 8. " Most excellent young men, we have houses of our
own and plenty of good things there, together with the

natural affection and love of our parents and friends ; nor
is it out of any want of such things that we come to dis-

course with you, nor did we submit to your wishes in the

idea of prostituting the beauty of our body for gain, but
taking you for brave and worthy men, we agreed to your
request, treating you with such honours as friendship re-

quired. And now, since you say that you have a great

affection for us, and are troubled at the idea of our de-

parting, we are not averse to your entreaties ; and if we
receive such proof of your good-wiU as we think can alone

be considered sufficient, we shall be glad to lead our lives

with you as your wives, but we are afraid that you will in

time be weary of our company, and wiU then abuse us, and
send us back to our parents in dishonour ;

" and they

begged they would excuse their anxiety about that danger.

But the young men professed they would give them any
pledge they could desire, and would contradict them in

nothing, so great was the passion they had for them.

"If then (said they) this be your resolution, since you
make use of such customs and modes of life as are entirely

different from all other men, insomuch that your food is

peculiar to yourselves, and your drink unlike that of others,

it will be absolutely necessary, if you would have us for
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your wives, that you should worship our gods : nor can

there be any other proof of the kindness which you say

you akeady have, and promise to have hereafter to us, than

your worshipping the same gods that we do. And no one

could censure you, now you are come into this country, for

worshipping its gods, especially as our gods are common
to all men, and yours such as belong to nobody but your-

selves." So they said they must either adoj)t the ways of

all other people, or else they must look out for another

world, where they could live by themselves according to

their own laws.

§ 9. Now the young men were induced by the love they

had for these women to think they spoke very well, so they

gave themselves up to what they urged, and transgressed

their own laws, and believed in many gods, and resolving

that they would sacrifice to the gods established by the

laws of that country, they were delighted with their strange

food, and went on to do everything that the women would
have them do, contrary to their own laws ; insomuch that

lawlessness already spread through the whole host of the

young men, and they fell into a rebellion much worse than
the former, and ran risk of the entire abolition of their

own institutions ; for when once the youth had tasted of

these strange customs, they went in for them with in-

satiable inclinations, and even some of the principal men,
who were illustrious on account of the virtues of their

fathers, were also corrupted with the rest.

§ 10. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Simeon, com-
panied with Cozbi a Midiauitish woman, the daughter of

Zur, a prince in that country ; and being bidden by the

woman to disregard the laws of Moses, and to follow those

she was used to, he complied with her, both by sacrificing

in a manner different to the national custom, and by taking

a strange woman to wife. Wlien things were in this condi-

tion, Moses was afraid that matters would grow worse, and
called the people to an assembly, and accused nobody by
name, being unwilling to drive into despair those who, by
remaining unknown, might repent, but he said, that they
did not do what was either worthy of themselves or of

their fathers, in preferring pleasure to God and to living

according to his will : that it was fit they should change
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such courses, -while their affairs were still in a good state

;

and think that was true fortitude which offered not
violence to their laws, but which resisted their lusts. He
also said that it was unreasonable, when they had lived
soberly in the wilderness, to act madly now they were in
prosperity ; and that they ought not to lose, now they
had abundance, what they had gained when they had
little. Ajid by saying this he endeavoured to correct the
young men, and to bring them to repentance for what they
had done.

§ 11. But Zimri arose up after him, and said, " Do you,
Moses, make use of such laws as you are fond of, and have
ratified by custom, for, if things had not been thus, you
would have been often punished before now, and would have
known that the Hebrews are not easily put upon ; but you
shall not have me one of your followers in your tyrannical

commands, for you do nothing else hitherto, but, under pre-

text of laws and Grod, wickedly impose on us slavery and
gain dominion for yourself, while you deprive us of the
sweetness of life, and of that free will which is the right of

freemen, and of those that have no lord over them. Nay,
indeed, this fellow is harder upon the Hebrews than were
the Egyptians themselves, claiming to punish according to

his laws everyone's acting as is most agreeable to himself

;

but you yourself better deserve to suffer punishment, who
presume to abolish what everyone acknowledges to be
good for him, and aim to make your absurd notions have
more force than the opinions of everybody. And I should
justly lose my present fortune, if, thinking it right, I
should be afraid to admit it. I have married, as you say,

a strange woman (for you shall hear what I do from my-
self as from one that is free, for truly I do not intend to

conceal myself). I also own, that I sacrifice to those gods

to whom I think fit to sacrifice ; and I think it right to

come at truth by inquiring of many people, and not, like

one that lives under a tyranny, to suffer the whole hope of

my life to depend upon one man ; nor shall anyone have

cause to rejoice, who declares himself to have more au-

thority over my actions than myself."

§ 12. Now when Zimri had spoken thus about what be
and some others had wickedly done, the people held their
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peace, both from fear of what might come upon them, and
because they saw that their legislator was not willing to

bring Zimri's insolence before the public any more, or

openly to contend with him, for he avoided that, lest many
should imitate the profligacy of his language, and thereby
disturb the multitude : so the assembly was dissolved.

However, the mischief would have proceeded further, if

Zimri had not first been slain, which came about in the

following way. Phinehas, a man in other resjjects better

than the rest of the young men, and also one that sur-

passed his contemporaries from the dignity of his father

(for he was the son of Eleazar the high priest, and the

grandson of [Aaron] Moses' brother), was greatly troubled
at what had been done by Zimri, and resolved in earnest

to inflict punishment on him, before his outrageous beha-
viour should grow worse from impunity, and to prevent
this transgression from proceeding further, which would
happen if the ringleaders were not punished. He was
morally and physically so brave, that, when he was in any
danger he did not leave off till he overcame it, and got
an entire victory ; so he went into Zimri's tent, and slew
him with his javelin, and Cozbi also. Upon which all the
young men that had a regard to virtue, and aimed to do
noble actions, imitated Phinehas' boldness, and slew those
that were accused of the same crime as Zimri. And many
of those that had transgressed perished by the noble con-

duct of those young men; the rest all died of a plague,

which God himself inflicted upon them ; and all their kin-

dred, who, instead of hindermg them from such wicked
actions, as they ought to have done, haa egged them on,

were esteemed by God partners in their wickedness, and
died. And there perished of the host no less than twenty-
four thousand.

§ 13. This was the cause why Moses was provoked to

send an army to destroy the Midianites ; concerning which
exi)edition I shall speak presently, when I have first related
what I have omitted ; for it is but just not to jsass over
our legislator's due encomium, on account of his conduct
here. Por although Balaam, who was sent for by the
Midianites to curse the Hebrews, when hindered from doing
so by divine Providence, yet suggested that advice to them.
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by adopting which our enemies well nigh corrupted the
whole multitude of the Hebrews with their practices, till

some of them were deeply infected with their opinions, yet
did Moses do him great honour by setting down his prophe-
cies in writing. And though it was in his power to claim
this glory to himself, and make men believe they were his
own predictions, there being no one that could be a witness
against him, and convict him of so doing, he still gave his
attestation to Balaam, and thought him worthy of mention.
But let everyone think of this as he pleases.

CHAP. vn.

How the Sebreivs fo^igJd, with the Midianites, and
overcame them.

§1-

NOW Moses sent an army against the land of Midian,
for the reason I have mentioned, in all twelve thou-

sand men, taking an equal number out of every tribe, and
aj)pointed as their commander that Phiaehas whom I men-
tioned a little before as observing the laws of the Hebrews,
and inflicting punishment upon Zimri when he had trans-

gressed them. Now the Midianites hearing that the
Hebrews were coming, and were all but upon them, as-

sembled their army together, and fortified the entrances
into their country, and there awaited their coining. When
they were come, and had joined battle with them, an im-
mense number of the Midianites fell, nor could they be
numbered they were so many, and among them fell all

their kings, five in number, viz. Evi, Zur, Eeba, Hur, and
Eekem, who gave his name to the chief city of all Arabia,

which is still called by the whole Arabian nation Areceme,^
from the name of the king that built it, but is called by
the G-reeks Petra. Now when the enemies were routed, the

Hebrews spoiled their country, and took much prey, and
destroyed the men that were its inhabitants, together with
the women ; only they spared the virgins, as Moses had

' See p. 248, where the name is given in the form Arce.
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eominaiided Phinehas to do, who indeed came back bring-

ing with him an army that had received no harm, and a

great deal of prej : fifty-two thousand oxen, seventy-five

thousand six hundred sheep, sixty thousand asses, with an
immense quantity of gold and silver furniture, which the

Midianites made use of in their houses ; for they were so

wealthy, that they were very luxurious. There were also led

captive about thirty-two thousand virgins. So Moses
divided the prey into parts, and gave one fiftieth part to

Eleazar and the priests, and another fiftieth part to the

Levites, and distributed the rest of the prey among the

people. After which they lived happily, having obtained

an abundance of good things by their valour, and having

no misfortune that hindered their enjoyment of that

happiness.

§ 2. But Moses was now grown old, and appointed
Joshua for his successor, both to receive directions from
Grod as a prophet, and to be the commander of the army if

they should at any time stand in need of one ; and it was
at the command of God, that the authority was committed
to him. Now Joshua had been instructed in all the

learning which concerned the laws and God himself, and
Moses had been his instructor.

§ 3. It was at this time that the two tribes of Gad and
Eeuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh, as they had a
multitute of cattle, as well as all other kinds of property,

took counsel together and besought Moses to give them, as

their peculiar portion, that land of the Amorites which
they had captured by the spear, because it was fruitful and
good for feeding cattle. But Moses, supi:>osing that they
were afraid of fighting with the Canaanites, and invented
this provision for their cattle as a handsome excuse for

avoiding the war, called them arrant cowards : and said,

that they had only contrived a specious excuse for their

cowardice, and that they had a mind to live in luxury and
ease, while all the rest were labouring with great hardships
to obtain the land they were desirous to have, and that
they were unwilling to march along, and undergo the re-

maining hard service, whereby they were, under the divine
promise, to pass over Jordan, and overcome those enemies
whom God had showed them, and obtain their land.
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But they, seeing that Moses was angry with them, and
supposing he had a just cause to be displeased at their
petition, made a defence for themselves ; and said, that it

was not on account of their fear of dangers, nor on account
of their laziness, that they made this request to him, but
that they might leave the prey they had got in convenient
places, and so might be more free and ready to undergo
difficulties, and to fight battles. They added also, that
when they had built cities, wherein they might preserve
their children and wives and possessions, if he would-
allow them, they would go along with the rest of the
army. And Moses was pleased with what they said : so

he called for Eleazar the high priest, and Joshua, and the
chiefs of the tribes, and permitted those tribes to pos-
sess the land of the Amorites, upon condition that they
should join with their kinsmen in the war until it was
finished. Upon which condition they took possession of

the country, and buUt strong cities, and put into them their

children and their wives, and whatever else they had that

might hinder their prosecution of the war.

§ 4. Moses also now built ten of the forty-eight cities of

the Levites ; three of which he allotted to those that slew

any person involuntarily, and fled to them ; and he assigned

the same time for their banishment as that of the life of

the high priest under whom the flight happened, for after

the death of the high priest he permitted the slayer to

return home. During the time of his exile the relations of

him that was slain might kill the slayer, if they caught
him without the boimds of the city of refuge to which he
had fled, though this permission was not granted to any
other person. Now the cities which were set apart for

refuge were these ; Bezer ' on the borders of Arabia, Eamoth -

in the land of Gilead, and Grolan ^ in the land of Bashan.

There were to be also, by Moses' command, three other

cities allotted for the habitation of these fugitives out of

the cities of the Levites, but not till after they should be

in possession of the land of Canaan.

§ 5. At this time the chief men of the tribe of Manasseh
came to Moses, and informed him that there was an

' Now pi-obablv Kusr fl-Besheir, in Jloab, neav Dibon.
' Probably Reimitn. ^ Perliaps Sakem el-Jaulan.
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eminent man of tlieir tribe dead, whose name was Zelo-

phehad, who had left no male children, but only daughters,

and asked him. Whether these daughters might inherit his

land or not ? He made answer, that if they should marry

in their own tribe, they should carry their estate along with

them, but if they should dispose of themselves in marriage

to men of another tribe, they should leave their inheri-

tance in their father's tribe. And then it was that Moses

ordained, that everyone's inheritance should continue in

his own tribe.

CHAP. VIII.

The Polity settled by Moses ; and how he disappeared from
among Mankind.

§ 1-
.WHEN forty years all but thirty days were completed,

Moses gathered the congregation together near

Jordan, where the city Abila ' now stands, a place full of

palm-trees ; and all the people being come together, he
spoke to them as follows.

§ 2. " Fellow-soldiers, who have been jsartners with me
in long distress, since now the will of G-od, and the course

of old age, as I am a hundred and twenty, requires that I

should depart out of this life ; and since I am not to

help or aid you in what remains to be done beyond the

Jordan, being prevented by God, I thought it reasonable

not to leave off my endeavours even now for your happi-

ness, but to do my utmost to procure for you the eternal

enjoyment of good things, and remembrance for myself
when you shall be in the fruition of great jjlenty and pros-

perity. Come, therefore, let me suggest to you by what
means you may be happy, and may leave an eternal posses-

sion of good things to your children after you, and so let

me go out of the world. And I desei-ve to be believed by
you, both on account of the great things I have already

' The Abel Shittim of Xumb. xsxiii. 49 ; now Kefrein, at the northern
end of the Ghor cs-Seisebdn.



CHAP. VIII.] ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 265

done for you, and because when souls are about to leave
the body they speak with all virtue. children of Israel,
there is but one source of happiness for all mankind, the
favour of G-od, for he alone is able to give good things to
those that deserve them, and to deprive those of them that
sin against him ; and if you live according to his will, and
according to what I, who well understand his mind, exhort
you to do, you will never cease being esteemed fortunate,
and an object of envy by all men

;
you will then secure the

possession of the good things you already have, and will

quickly obtain those that at present you are in want of.

Only be obedient to those whom G-od would have you to
follow, and prefer no other constitution of government to
the laws now given you, neither disregard that mode of
divine worship which you now have, nor change it for any
other. If you do this, you will be the most valiant of aU
men in waging wars, and will not be easily conquered by
any of your enemies

; for when G-od is present with you to

assist you, it is to be expected that you will be able to

despise the opposition of all mankind ; and great re-wards

of virtue are in store for you, if you preserve that -vdrtue

through your whole lives. Virtue itself is indeed the oldest

and first of blessings, and bestows abundance of others
afterwards, so that your exercise of -virtue towards other
men will make your o-wn lives happy, and render you more
glorious than other nations, and procure you an undisputed
reputation with posterity. These blessings you will be
able to obtain, if you hearken to and observe those laws

which by divine dictation I have dra-wn up for you, and
-withal meditate upon their -wisdom. I am going from you
myself, rejoicing in the good things you enjoy ; and I
commend you to the law of self-control, to the order of

your polity, and to the virtues of your commanders, who
will take care of what is for your advantage. And God,
who has been till now your leader, and by whose will I

have myself been useful to you, -will not put an end now to

his providence over you, but as long as you desire to have
him your protector, in your practice of virtue, so long

-will you enjoy his care over you. Tour high priest

Eleazar, and Joshua, your senate, and the chiefs of your
tribes, will suggest to you the best advice, by following
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which you will continue to be happy; to whom do you
hearken without reluctance, being aware that all such as

know well how to be governed will also know how to

govern, if they come to that authority themselves. And
do not suppose liberty to consist in disliking what your
leaders call on you to do, as at present indeed you place

your liberty in nothing else but abusing your benefactors

;

which error if you can avoid for the time to come, your
affairs will be in a better condition than they have hitherto

been. And do not ever indulge in such a degree of passion

against them as you have often ventured to show to me
;

for you know that I have been oftener in danger of death
from you than from our enemies. I now put you in mind
of this not to reproach you (for I do not desire, now I am
going out of the world, to bring this to your remembrance,
in order to leave you offended at me, since at the time
when I suffered that treatment from you, I was not angry
with you), but to make you wiser hereafter, and to teach you
that it will be for your security never to treat insolently

those that preside over you, even when you are become
rich, as you will be to a great degree when you have passed
over the Jordan, and are in possession of the land of

Canaan. For if you shall once have been induced by
your wealth to despise and disregard virtue, you will

also forfeit the favour of God ; and when you have made
him your enemy, you will be beaten in war, and will have
the land which you possess taken away again from you by
your enemies, and that with very great disgrace. You will

be scattered over the whole world, and will, as slaves, fill

every sea and land; and when once you have had the
experience of what I now say, you will repent, and re-

member the laws you have broken, when it will be too late.

So I would ad-idse you, if you intend to preserve these
laws, to leave none of your enemies alive when you have con-

quered them, but to judge it for your advantage to destroy
them all, lest, if you permit them to live, you taste of
their manners, and thereby corrupt your own polity. I
also further exhort you to overthrow their altars and their

groves, and whatever temples they have among them,
and to consume all such, their nation, and their veiy
memory, with fire, for by this means alone the safety of
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of your own happy constitution can be firmly secured to
you. And iu order to prevent your nature degenerating
from ignorance of virtue into vice, I have also by divine
suggestion ordained for you laws, and a form of govern-
ment, which are so good, that if you regularly observe
them, you will be esteemed of all men the most happy."

§ 3. When he had spoken thus, he gave them the laws,
and the constitution of their polity written in a book.
And they fell into tears, and showed great affection to
their leader, remembering what a number of dangers he
had passed through for them, and what care he had taken
of their preservation. They desponded also about what
would come upon them after he was dead, and thought
they should never have another head Uke him ; and feared
that Grod would take less care of them when Moses was
gone, who used to intercede for them. They also repented
of what they had said to him in the wilderness when they
were angrj', and were in grief on that account, insomuch,
that the whole body of the people burst into tears with
such passion, that it was past the power of words to com-
fort them iu their affliction. However, Moses gave them
some consolation, and to call them off the thought how
worthy he was of their weeping for him, he exhorted them
to keep that form of government he had given them : and
then the assembly broke up.

§ 4. I shall now first describe our polity, which was
agreeable to the merit and virtue of Moses ; and shall

thereby inform those that read these Antiquities what our
origiaal constitution was, and shall then proceed to narrate

other matters. Now our constitution is all still in writing,

as Moses left it, and I shall add nothing by way of orna-

ment, nor anything besides what he left us, I shall only so

far iimovate, as to digest the various laws into a regular

system, for they were left by him casually written down,

as he had information on each matter from Gt-od. I have
thought it necessary to premise this beforehand, lest any
of my own countrymen should blame me, as having been
guilty of a mistake herein. I shall now only discuss the

laws that belong to our j)olity. As for those laws which

Moses left concerning our common intercourse one with

another, I have reserved that for a work concerning our
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manners of life and their reasons, which I propose with Grod's

assistance to write after I have finished the present work.

§ 5. When you have possessed yourselves of the land of

Canaan, and have leisure to enjoy the good things of it,

and when you have afterwards detennined to build cities, if

you will do what is pleasing to G-od, you will have a secure

state of happiness. Let there be one holy city in the land
of Canaan, and that situate on the finest and best spot,

and chosen by God himself by prophetic revelation. Let
there also be one temple therein, and one altar, reared not
of hewn stones, but of such as are gathered together at

random : which stones, when they are whited over with
plaster, will have a handsome appearance, and look clean.

Let the ascent to it be not by steps, but by an acclivity of

raised earth. And let there be neither an altar, nor
temple, in any other city ; for Grod is but one, and the

nation of the Hebrews is but one.

§ 6. He that dares to blaspheme G-od, let him be stoned,

and let him hang upon a tree all day, and then be buried
in an ignominious and obscure manner.

§ 7. Let those that live in all parts, however remote, of

the land which the Hebrews shall occupy, come to the
city where the temple shall be placed three times a year,

that they may give thanks to God for his former benefits,

and pray for future blessings, and let them maintain a
friendly feeling with one another by meeting and feasting

together ; for it is a good thing for those that are of the
same stock, and under the same laws, not to be xin-

acquainted with each other ; which acquaintance will be
maintained by their thus conversing together, and by
seeing and talking with one another, and so renewing
their memory of one another: for if they do not thus
converse together occasionally, they will appear mere
strangers to one another.

§ 8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a second
tenth, besides that which I have allotted to the priests

and Levites, which may indeed be sold in the country, but
the value is to be expended on those feasts and sacrifices

that are to be celebrated in the holy city ; for it is fit that
you should enjoy those fruits of the earth which God
gives you to possess to the honour of the giver.
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§ 9. Tou are not to offer sacrifices out of the hire of a
woman which is a harlot, for the Deity is not pleased with
anything that comes from lust, and none can be worse
than the prostitution of the body. In like manner, no
one may take the price of the lining of a bitch, either of
one used for hunting, or keeping sheep, for sacrifice to Grod.

§ 10. Let no one blasj)heme those gods which other
cities esteem, nor steal what belongs to strange temples,
nor take away the gift dedicated to any god.

§ 11. Let not any of you wear a garment made of

woollen and linen together, for that is allowed to the
priests alone.

§ 12. When the multitude have come together to the
holy city for sacrificing every seventh year, at the feast of

tabernacles, let the high priest stand upon a high desk,

whence he may be heard, and let him read the laws to all

the people ; and let neither woman nor children be hin-

dered from hearing, no, nor slaves either ; for it is a good
thing that those laws should be engraven in their souls,

and preserved in their memories, that so it may not be
possible to blot them out, for so they will not be guilty of

sin, since they cannot plead ignorance of what the laws

have enjoined. The laws also will have a great authority

among sinners by foretelling what they will suffer if they

break them, and by imprinting in their souls by hearing

what they command, that so there may always be within

their minds the object of the laws, by neglecting and
violating which they cause their own hurt. Let children

also learn the laws, as the first thing they are taught,

which will be the best thing they can learn, and ensure

their happiness.

§ 13. Let every one commemorate before G-od the bene-

fits which he bestowed upon them by their delivei'ance out

of the land of Egj-pt twice every day, both when the day
begins, and when the hour for sleep comes on, gratitude

being in its own nature a just thing, and serving not only

as return for past favours, but also calling down future

ones. They are also to inscribe the principal blessings

they have received from G-od upon their doors, and show
the same on their arms : as also they are to bear inscribed

on their head and arm whatever can declare the power
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of God and his good-will towards them, that God's readi-

ness to bless them may appear everywhere conspicuous

about them.

§ 14. Let there be seven men to judge in every city,

such as have been foremost in the exercise of virtue and
righteoiisness, and let every judge have two assessors

allotted him out of the tribe of Levi. Let those that are

chosen to judge in the several cities be had in great

honour ; and let none be permitted to revile any, when
these are present, or to carry themselves in an insolent

manner to any, it being natural that reverence towards

those in high office among men should procure men's fear

and reverence towards God. Let those who judge have

power to decide as they think right, unless anyone can

show that they have taken bribes to the perversion of

justice, or can bring any other charge against them,

proving them to have passed an unjust sentence ; for it is

not right to decide cases wrongly, oiit of regard to gain or

the position of one of the suitors, but to esteem what is

right before all things, othei-wise God will by that means
be despised, and esteemed inferior to those the dread of

whose power has occasioned the unjust sentence : for justice

is the power of God. He therefore that favours those in

high positions, makes them more powerful than God him-

self. But if these judges are unable to decide on the

cases that come before them (as happens not unfre-

quently in human affairs), let them send the case undeter-

mined to the holy city, and there let the high priest, the pro-

phet, and the senate, determine as shall seem good to them.

§ 15. But let not a single witness be credited, but only

three, or two at the least, and those such whose testimony

is confirmed by their past lives. But let not the testimony

of womeii be admitted, on account of the levity and bold-

ness of their sex. And let not slaves be admitted to give

testimony, on account of the ignobility of their soul ; since

it is probable that they will not speak truth, either from
hope of gain or fear of punishment. But if anyone be

believed to have borne false witness, let him, if convicted,

suffer the very same punishment which he, against whom
he bore witness, would have suffered.

§ 16. If a murder be committed in any place, and the
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perpetrator of it be not found, and no one is susjiected

of having hated the man and therefore killed him, let

there be a very diligent inquiry made, and rewards offered

for his apprehension, but if no information can be pro-

cured, let the magistrates and senate of those cities that lie

near the place in which the body was found, assemble to-

gether, and measure the distance from the place where the

dead body lies ; then let the magistrates of the nearest city

thereto purchase a heifer, and bring it to a ravine and place

unfit for ploughing or planting, and let them cut the sinews
of the heifer ; then the priests and Levites, and senate of

that city, shall take water, and shall openly declare over

the head of the heifer, that their hands are innocent of this

murder, and that they have neither done it themselves, nor
been accessories to any that did it. They shall also beseech

Grod to be merciful to them, that no such horrid act may
any more be done in that land.

§ 17. Aristocracy, and the way of living under it, is the

best constitution, and may you never have an inclination to

any other polity, and may you always love that form, having

the laws as your masters, and doing all things according to

them ; for you need no supreme governor but God. But
if you should desire a king, let him be one of your own
nation, let him be always careful of justice, and other

virtues : let him submit to the laws, and esteem Grod's

commands to be his highest wisdom, but let him do nothing

without the high priest and the vote of the senators, let

him not have a great number of wives, nor seek abundance

of riches or horses, whereby he might grow too proud to

submit to the laws. And if he affect any such things, let

him be restrained, lest he become too powerful for your

welfare.

§ 18. Let it not be esteemed lawful to remove boundaries,

either our own, or of those with whom we are at peace.

Have a care you do not take those land-marks away, which

are, as it were, a sure decree of rights made by God him-

self to last for ever, since the going beyond limits, and

taking others' ground, is the occasion of wars and tumults
;

for those that remove boundaries are not far off from sub-

verting the laws.

§ 19. He that plants a piece of land, whose trees produce
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fruits before the fourth year, is not to bring thence any
first-fruits to Grod, nor to make use of the fruit himself,

for it is not produced in its proper season ; for when nature

is forced unseasonably the fruit is not proper for God, nor

for the owner's use ; but let him gather all that is grown
in the fourth year, for then it is in its proper season. And
let him gather it and carry it to the holy city, and spend it,

together with the tithe of his other fruits, in feasting with

his friends and with orphans and widows. But in the fifth

year the fruit is his own, and he may use it as he pleases.

§ 20. You are not to sow a piece of land with seed which

is planted with vines, for it is enough that it supply nourish-

ment to that plant, and be not harassed by ploughing also.

Tou are to plough your land with oxen ; and not to put

other animals under the same yoke with them ; but to

plough with beasts that are of the same kind. Seeds

also are to be pure and unmixed, and not to be com-
poiinded of two or three sorts, since nature does not re-

joice in the union of things that are not in their own
nature alike. Nor are you to permit beasts of different

kinds to gender together ; for there is reason to fear, that

this unnatural abuse may extend from beasts of different

kinds to men, taking its first rise in small and trifling

matters. Nor is anything to be allowed, by imitation

of which any errors may creep into the constitution. Nor
do the laws neglect small matters, but provide that even

they may be seen to in a blameless manner.

§ 21. Let not those that reap, and gather in the corn

that is reaped, gather in the gleanings also, but let them
rather leave some handftils for those that are in want of

the necessaries of life, to be a god-send to them for their

subsistence. In like manner, when they gather their

grapes, let them leave some smaller bunches for the poor,

and let them pass over some of the fruit of their olive trees,

for those to gather who have none of their own ; for the

advantage arising from the complete gathering of all will

not be so considerable to the owners as will arise from the

gratitude of the poor. And G-od will make your land more
fertile if, in producing its fruits, you do not merely look

after your own interest, but have regard to the support of

others also. Nor are you to muzzle the mouths of the oxen.
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wlien they tread the ears of com in the threshing floor ; for
it is not just to restrain those that have laboured with us,
and worked in its production, from the fruit. Nor are you to
prohibit those that pass by at the time when your fruits are
ripe from touching them, but to give them leave to fill them-
selves full of what you have, and that whether they be of
your own country or strangers, being glad of the opportunity
of giving them some part of your fruits when they are ripe,

but let them not carry any away. Nor let those that gather
the grapes, and carry them to the wine presses, restrain
those whom they meet from eating of them ; for it is un-
just to grudge those that desire it their partaking of the
good things that come into the world according to G-od's

will, and that while the season is at its height, and is

hastening away as it pleases G-od. Nay, if some out of

modesty hesitate to touch those fruits, let them be en-
couraged to take of them, if Israelites, as if they were
partners and owners, on account of their kindred, and if

they come from other countries, let them hospitably i^artake

of those things which G-od has given in their proper season.

For that is not to be deemed as idly spent, which anyone
out of kindness communicates to another, since G-od bestows
plenty of good things on men, not only to reap the advan-
tage for themselves, but also to give to others out of gene-
rosity ; wishing by this means to make kno-wn to others

his peculiar kindness to the people of Israel, and how freely

he communicates happiness to them, while they abundantly
. contribute, out of their great superfluities, to foreigners

also. As for him that acts contrary to this law, let him be
beaten -with forty stripes save one by the public executioner,

let him undergo this punishment, which is a most igno-

minious one for a freeman, because he was such a slave to

gain as to lay a blot upon his own merit. For it is jsroper

for you, who have had experience of afflictions in Egypt
and in the wilderness, to make provision for those that are

in the like circumstances ; and as you have now obtained

plenty yourselves, through the mercy and providence of

God, to distribute the same plenty out of sympathy to such

as stand in need of it.

§ 22. Besides those two tenths, which I have already

said you are to pay every year, the one for the Levites, the

T
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other for feasting, tou are to bring every third year a third

tenth to be distributed to those that want, also to women
that are widows, and to children that are orphans. But as

to the ripe fruits, let them carry that which is ripe first of

all to the temple, and when they have blessed G-od for

the land which has produced them, which he has given

them for a possession, when they have also offered those

sacrifices which the law has commanded them to bring, let

them give the fii-st-fruits to the priests. And when any-

one has done this, and has brought the tithe of all that he
hath, together with those first-fruits that were for the

Levites, and for feasting, as he is about to go home, let

him stand before the temple precincts, and return thanks
to God, that he hath delivered them from the injurious

treatment they had in Egypt, and hath given them a good
land and a large to enjoy the fruits thereof ; and when he

has publicly declared that he has fully paid the tenths

according to the laws of Moses, let him entreat God that

he will be ever merciful and gracious to him, and continue

so to be to all the Hebrews, both by preserving to them
the good things which he has already given them, and by
adding further what he could bestow upon them.

§ 23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the age fit for it, virgins

that are free and bom of good parents. And he that does

not marry a virgin, let him not corrupt another man's wife,

and marry her, nor grieve her former husband. And let

not free men marry slaves, even if strongly impelled by
love to do so, for it is decent and for the dignity of per- -

sons to govern their affections. Furthermore, no one
ought to marry an harlot ; whose marriage-sacrifices, owing
to the prostitution of her body, God will not receive. For
so the dispositions of the children will be liberal and vir-

tuous, if they are not bom of base parents, or of the lust-

ful conjunction of such as marry women that are not free.

If anyone has been espoused to a woman as to a virgin,

and does not aftenrards find her to be so, let him bring
his action and accuse her, and let him make use of such
proofs as he is furnished with, and let the father or brother
of the damsel, or the nearest of kin to her after them de-

fend her. If the damsel obtain a sentence in her favour,

that she has not been guilty, let her live with her husband
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that accused her, and let him not have any further power
at all to put her away, unless she give him very great

grounds for suspicion, and such as can be no way contra-

dicted. But for him that brings an accusation and calumny
against his wife in an impudent and rash manner, let him
be pimished by receiving forty stripes save one, and let

him pay fifty shekels to her father. But if he prove the

damsel guilty of having been seduced, and she is one of the

common people, let her be stoned, because she did not pre-

serve her virginity till she was lawfully married ; but if

she is the daughter of a priest, let her be burnt alive. If

any man has two wives, and if he greatly regards and is

kind to one of them, either out of his affection to her, or

for her beauty, or for some other reason, while the other is

of less esteem with him ; and if the son of her that is be-

loved is younger than one bom of the other wife, but
endeavours to obtain the right of primogeniture from
his father's kindness to his mother, and would thereby

obtain a double portion of his father's substance (for that

double portion is what I have allotted the eldest in the

laws), let not it be peiTaitted : for it is unjust, that he who
is the elder by birth should be deprived of what is due to

him in the father's disposition of his estate, because his

mother was not equally regarded by him. He that hath

seduced a damsel espoused to another man, if he had
her consent, let both him and her be put to death, for they

are both equally guilty, the man because he persuaded

the woman willingly to submit to a most impure action,

and to prefer it to lawful wedlock ; the woman, because

she was persuaded to yield herself to be seduced, either

for pleasure, or for gain. However, if a man light on a

woman when she is alone, and forces her, when nobody

was present to come to her assistance, let him only be

put to death. Let him that hath seduced a virgin not yet

espoused, marry her ; but if the father of the damsel be

unwilling that she should be his wife, let him pay fifty

shekels as the price of his outrage. He that desires to be

divorced from his wife for any cause whatever (and many
such causes happen among men), let him in writing give as-

surance that he will never cohabit with her any more, for

so she will have liberty to marry another husband, although
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before this bill of divorce be given she is not to be per-

mitted so to do : but if she be misused by him also, or if,

when he is dead, her first husband should wish to marry
her again, it shall not be lawful for her to return to him.
If a woman's husband die, and leave her without children,

let his brother marry her, and let him call the son that is

bom to him by his brother's name, and educate him as the

heir of his inheritance, for this procedure will be for the

benefit of the public, because thereby families will not fail,

and the estate will continue among the kindred ; and it

will solace widows in their affliction to be married to the

nearest relations of their former husbands. But if the

brother will not marry her, let the woman come before the

senate, and testify that the brother will not take her to

wife, but will outrage the memory of his deceased brother,

though she is willing to continue in the family, and to bear
him children : and when the senate have inquired of him,
for what reason it is that he is averse to the marriage,

whether he gives a good or bad reason, the matter must
come to this issue, that the woman shall loose the sandals

of the brother, and shall spit in his face, and say that he
deserves this treatment from her, as having outraged the

memory of the deceased. And then let him go away from
the senate, and bear this reproach all his life long, and let

her marry whom she pleases of such as seek her in mar-
riage. And if any man take captive either a virgin, or one
that has been married, and has a mind to marry her, let

him not be allowed to live with her as his wife, before she

has shaven her head and put on mourning, and lamented
her relations and friends that were slain in the battle, that

so, having given vent to her sorrow for them, she may after-

wards betake herself to feasting and matrimony. For it is

good and right for him that takes a woman in order to

have children by her, to be complaisant to her inclinations,

and not merely to pursue his own pleasure, and pay no
regard to what is agreeable to her. But when thirty days
are past, as the time of mourning, for so many days are
sufiicient to sensible persons for lamenting the dearest

friends, then let them proceed to the marriage. But if,

when he has satisfied his lust, he be too proud to retain

her for his wife, let him not have it in his power to make
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her a slave, but let her go away where she pleases, and
have the privilege of a free woman.

§ 24. As to those young men that despise their parents,
and do not pay them honour, but offer them affronts,
either because they are ashamed of them or think them-
selves wiser than they, let their parents first admonish
them in words (for they are sufficient judges for their
sons), and let them say to them, that they cohabited
not for the sake of pleasure, nor for the augmenta-
tion of their wealth by joining both their properties to-

gether, but that they might have children, to take care of
them in theii- old age, and to supply them with what they
then should want. And let them say also, " When you
were born we received you with gladness, and gave G-od
the greatest thanks for you, and brought you up with great
care, and spared for nothing that appeared useful for

your preservation, and instruction in what was most excel-

lent. And now, since it is reasonable to forgive the sins

of those that are young, let it suffice you to have given so
many indications of your contempt of us, reform and act

more wisely for the time to come, considering that G-od is

displeased with those that are insolent towards their

parents, because he is himself the father of the whole race

of mankind, and seems to bear part of that dishonour
which falls upon those that have the same title, when they
do not meet with due gratitude from their children. And on
such the law inflicts inexorable punishment, which may
you never experience !

" Now if the insolence of the young
men be thus cured, let them escape the disgrace which
their former en-ors deserved, for so the lawgiver will be
good, and parents happy, if they never behold either a son
or daughter brought to pumshment. But if it happen that

these words and instructions of theirs to reclaim their son

are evidently useless, and the offender makes the laws im-

placable enemies to him in consequence of the insolence he
has repeatedly offered his parents, let him be brought forth

by these very parents out of the city, the multitude follow-

ing, and let him be stoned, and when he has continued

there for one whole day, that all the people may see him,

let him be buried in the night. And let aU whom the laws
condemn to die upon any account whatever be buried so.
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Let our enemies that fall in battle also be buried, nor let

any dead body lie above the ground, and so suffer punish-
ment beyond what justice requires.

§ 25. Let no one lend to any one of the Hebrews upon
usury either meat or drink, for it is not just to make
gain of the misfortunes of one of your own nation; but
if you have assisted his necessities, think it a gain if you
obtain their gratitude and the reward which will come to

you from God for your humanity.

§ 26. Those who have borrowed either money, or any
sort of fruits whether dry or wet, when their affairs shall,

by the blessing of G-od, be in a prosperous condition, shall

bring them back, and restore them with pleasure to those

who lent them, laying them up, as it were, in their own
treasuries, and expecting to have them again if they shall

want them. But if they are shameless about restoring

what has been borrowed, let not the lender enter the
borrower's house, and take a pledge himself, before judg-
ment be given concerning the matter, but let him ask for

a pledge outside the house, and let the debtor bring it of

himself, without the least opposition to him that comes to

him under the protection of the law. And if he that gave
the pledge be rich, let the creditor retain it till what he
lent be paid him again ; but if he be poor, let him that
takes it return it before the going down of the sun,

especially if the pledge be a garment, that the debtor may
have it for a covering in his sleep, God by his nature
showing mercy to the poor. It is also unlawful to take a
millstone, or any thing thereto belonging, for a pledge,

that the debtors may not be deprived of instruments to get
their food with, and so be undone by their necessity.

§ 27. Let death be the punishment for stealing a
man ; but let him that has purloined gold or silver pay
double. If anyone kill a man that is stealing something
out of his house, let liim be esteemed guiltless, even if the
man were only breaking through the wall. Let him that
hath stolen cattle pay four-fold what was stolen, except in

the case of an ox, for which let the thief pay five-fold. Let
him that is so poor that he cannot pay the fine laid upon
him, be his slave to whom he was adjudged to pay it.

§ 28. If any one be sold to one of his own nation, let
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him serve him six years, and in the seventh let him go free

:

but if he have children by a female slave in his purchaser's
house, and if, on account of his good-wUl and natural
affection to his wife and chUdi-en, he will serve still, let

him be set free only at the coming of the year of jubilee
(which is the fiftieth year), and let him then take away
with him his children and wife, who shall be free also.

§ 29. If anyone find gold or silver in the road, let him
inquire after him that lost it, and make proclamation of
the place where he found it, and then restore it to him
again, not thinking it right to make his own profit by the
loss of another. And the same rule is to be observed in
the case of cattle found to have wandered away into a
lonely place. If the owner be not presently discovered,
let him that is the finder keep them, appealing to G-od
that he does not desire to appropriate what belongs to
another.

§ 30. It is not lawful to pass by any beast that is in

distress, or from a storm fallen down in the mire, but to
endeavour to preserve it, having a sympathy with it in
its pain.

§ 31. It is also a duty to show the way to those who do
not know it, and not to esteem it a matter for sport to

hinder another's convenience by setting him in a wrong
way.

§ 32. In Uke manner let no one revile a person blind or

dumb.
§ 33. If men strive together, and there be no instrument

of iron used, let him that is smitten be avenged, if he
die immediately, by inflicting the same punishment on him
that smote him : but if, when he is carried home, he lie

sick several days, and then die, let him that smote him
escape punishment. But if he that is smitten escape death,

and yet be at great expense for his recovery, the smiter

shall pay for all that has been expended during the time

of his illness, and for all that he has paid the doctors.

He that kicks a woman with child, so that she mis-

carries, let him pay a fine in money as the judges shall

determine, as having diminished the population by the

destruction of what was in her womb : and let money also

be given the woman's husband by him. But if she die of
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the kick, let him also be put to death, the law judging it

right that life should go for life.

§ 34. Let no one of the Israelites keep any deadly
poison, or any other harmful drug, and if he be caught
with such, let him be put to death, suffering the very
same mischief that he -would have brought upon them for

whom the poison was prepared.

§ 36. He that mutilates anyone, let him undergo the
like himself, and be deprived of the same member of

which he hath deprived the other, unless he that is muti-
lated will accept of money instead, for the law makes the
sufferer the judge of the value of what he has suffered,

and permits him to take compensation, unless he wishes
to he more severe.

§ 86. Let him that is the owner of an ox, which pusheth
with its horns, kill it : but if it gores and kills anyone in

the threshing-floor, let it be put to death by stoning, and
let it not be thought fit for food ; and if its owner be con-
victed of having known what its nature was, and did not
keep it tied up, let him also be j^ut to death, as being the
occasion of the ox killing the man. And if the ox have
killed a male or female slave, let it be stoned ; and let the
owner of the ox pay thirty shekels to the master of him
that was slain ;

' but if it be an ox that is gored and
killed, let both the oxen, that which gored, and that which
was killed, be sold, and let the owners of them divide the
price between them.

§ 37. Let those that dig a well or pit be careful to

lay boarding over it, and so keep it covered up, not
to hinder any person from drawing water, but that there
may be no danger of anyone falling in. And if anyone's
beast fall into such a well or pit not covered up, and perish,
let the owner pay its price to the owner of the beast. Let
there be a battlement round the tops of your houses in-

stead of a wall, that may prevent any j)ersons from tumb-
ling off and losing their lives.

§ 38. Let him that has received anything in trust for
another take care to keep it as a sacred and divine thing,

' We may here note, that thirty shekels, the price our Saviour was
sold for by Judas to the Jews, Matt. -xxvi. 15, and xxvii. 3, was the
old value of a bought servant, or slave, among that people.—W.



CHAP. VIII.] ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 281

and let no one venture to'deprive him that hath intrusted it

with him of the same, whether man or woman, even although
he or she were to gain an immense sum of gold, and that
where they could not be convicted of it by anybody, for it

is fit that a man's own conscience, which knows what he
has, should in aU. cases oblige him to do well. Let this

conscience be his witness, and make him always act so as
to procure him the approval of others, but let him chiefly

have regard to G-od, from whom no wicked man can lie

concealed. But if he in whom the trust was reposed,

lose what he was intrusted with, without any fraud of his

own, let him come before the seven judges, and swear by
G-od, that it has not been lost wilUngly or with a wicked
intention, and that he has not made use of any part
thereof, and so let him depart without blame. But if he
has made use of the least part of what was committed to

him, and it be lost, let him be condemned to repay all

that he received. And as in the case of these trusts,

if anyone defraud those that undergo bodily labour for

him of their wages, let him remember that we ought not

to defraud a poor man of his wages, knowing that God has
allotted that wages to him instead of land and other

possessions ; nay, this payment is not at all to be deferred,

but to be paid that very day, since God is not willing to

deprive the labourer of the immediate fruit of his labour.

§ 39. Tou are not to punish children for the faults of

their parents, but on account of their own virtue rather

to pity them, because they were born of wicked parents,

than to hate them, because they were born of bad ones.

Kor indeed ought we to impute the sin of children to their

fathers, as young persons indulge themselves in many
practices different from our instruction, from their proud
refusal of such instruction.

§ 40. Let those that have made themselves eunuchs be

held in detestation, and avoid the company of those who
have deprived themselves of their manhood, and of that fruit

of generation which God, has given to men for the increase

of our kind. Let such be di-iven away, as if they had killed

their children, since they have destroyed beforehand what
would procure them ; for evident it is, that while their soul

is become effeminate, thev have also transfused that effe-
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minacy to their body. In like manner do you treat all that

is of a monstrous naturewhen it is looked on ; nor is it law-

ful to geld either men or any other animals.

§ 4.1. Let this be the constitution of yoiir polity in time
of peace, and God will be so merciful as to preserve this

excellent settlement free from disturbance. And may that

time never come which may innovate any of these things,

and change them for the contrary ! But since it must
needs happen that mankind fall into troubles and dangers,

either involuntarily or intentionally, come let us give a few
precepts concerning them, that so being apprized before-

hand what ought to be done, you may have salutary

counsels ready when you want them, and may not then be
obliged to seek what is to be done, and have to meet emer-
gencies unprepared. May you be a laborious people and
exercise your souls in virtuous actions, and so possess the

land Grod has given you without wars, while neither any
foreigners make war upon it and afflict you, nor any
internal sedition seize upon it, whereby you may do things

that are contrary to your fathers, and so lose the customs
which they have established. And may you continue in

the observation of those laws which God has approved of,

and delivered to you. Let all sort of warlike operations,

whether now in your own days, or hereafter in the days of

yourposterity, take fjlace out of your own borders. And when
you are about to go to war, send embassages and heralds to

those who are your voluntary enemies, for it is a right

thing to use words to them before you take up weapons of

war, and assure them that, although you have a numerous
army, and horses and weapons, and, before all, God pro-

pitious and ready to assist you, yet you desire them not to

compel you to fight against them, nor to take from them
what they have, which would be a gain you do not wish.

And if they hearken to you, it will be right for you to

keep peace with them ; but if they trust in their own
strength as superior to yours, and will wrong you, lead your
army against them, making God your supreme commander,
and appointing as lieutenant under him one that is of the
greatest courageamong you. Formany commanders, besides
their being an obstacle to actions that are to be done
quickly, are disadvantageous to those that use them. Lead
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a chosen army, composed of such men as have all strength
of body and boldness of sonl, and sift out the timid, lest

they run away in time of action, and so afford an advantage
to your enemies. Do you also give leave to those who have
lately built houses, and have not yet lived a year in them,
and to those who have planted vineyards, and have not yet
been partakers of the fruits, to stay at home, as well as
those also who are betrothed or have lately married wives,

lest they have such an affection for these things that they
be too sparing of their lives, and by reserving themselves
for their enjoyments, purposely play the cowards [on ac-

count of their wives].

§ 42. When you have pitched your camp, take care that

you do nothing that is cruel. And when you are engaged
in a siege, and want timber for the making of warlike

engines, do not ravage the land by cutting down trees that

bear fruit, but spare them, considering that they were
planted for the benefit of men, and that, if they could

speak, they would have a just plea against you, because,

though they are not the cause of the war, they are unjustly

treated, and suffer from it, and would, if they were able,

remove themselves to another land. When you have
beaten your enemies in battle, slay those that have fought

against you, but preserve the others alive, that they may
pay you tribute, except the nation of the Canaanites, for as

to them you must destroy them root and branch.

§ 43. Take care especially in your battles, that no
woman use the dress of a man, nor any man the garment

of a woman.
§ 44. This was the form of polity left us by Moses, who

had already delivered laws in writing forty years before,

concerning which I shall speak in another work. And on

the following days (for he called them to assembly con-

tinually), he delivered blessings on those who should obey

the laws, and curses upon those who should not live accord-

ing to them, but should transgress what was prescribed to

them. After this he read them a poetic song composed in

hexameter verse, which he wrote down in the holy book.

It contained a prediction of what was to come to pass

afterwards, and all things have happened agreeably to it

all along, and do still happen ; he has not at all deviated
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from the truth. And he delivered these books to the

priests as well as the ark, into which they put the ten com-
mandments written on two tables, and the tabernacle also.

Moreover, he exhorted the people that, when they had con-

quered the land, andwere settled in it, they should not forget

the injury done to them by the Amalekites, but make war
against them, and take vengeance on them, for the hurt they
did them, when they were in the wilderness. Also, when
they had got possession of the land of the Canaanites, and
when they had destroyed the whole of its inhabitants, as

they were to do, he told them that they were to erect an
altar that should face the rising sun, not far from the city

of Shechem,' between the two mountains of G-erizim on the

right, and that called Ebal on the left ; and that the host

should be so divided, that six tribes should stand upon
each of the two mountains, and with them the Levites and
the priests. And first those that were upon Mount Gerizim
were to pray for the best blessings upon those who were
diligent in the worship of Grod, and the observance of his

laws, and who did not reject what Moses told them ; while

the other tribes gave assent, and when these last put up
the like prayers, the former praised them. After this,

curses were denounced from Ebal upon those that should
transgress these laws, the tribes answering one another
alternately, by way of confirmation of what was said.

Moses also wrote down those blessings and curses, that

they might learn them so thoroughly, that they might
never be forgotten by length of time. And when he was
about to die, he wrote those blessings and curses on each
side of the altar, where he says the people stood and
sacrificed and offered burnt-offerings, though after that day
they never offered upon it any sacrifice, for it was not law-

ful to do so. These are the constitutions of Moses, and
the Hebrew nation still live according to them.

§ 45. On the next day, Moses called the people together
to assembly with the women and children, and the very
slaves, that they might engage themselves to the observa-

V Now Nablus, lying in the valley between Mount Gerizim on the
south, and Mount Ebal on the north ; the peculiar natural features of the
ground lent themselves admirably to the great ceremony of the ratifi-

cation of the law.
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tion of these laws by oath ; and that duly considering the
meaning of G-od in them, they might not, either to gratify
their kindred, or out of fear of anyone, or indeed for any
motive whatever, think anything ought to be preferred to
these laws, and so transgress them. That in case anvone
of their own blood, or any city, should attempt to confound
or dissolve their polity, they should take vengeance upon
them both publicly and privately, and when they had over-
come them, should root them out from the very foundations,
and, if possible, should not leave the least trace of such
madness : and, if they were not able to take such vengeance,
they should show that what was done was contrary to their
wiU. And the multitude bound themselves by oath so
to do.

§ 46. Moses taught them also how their sacrifices would
be most acceptable to G-od, and how they should go forth
to war, making use of the stones [in the high priest's

breastplate] for their guidance,' as I have before signified.

Joshua also prophesied while Moses was still present, and
recapitulated what Moses had done for the preservation of

the people, both in their wars and in peace, and how he
had drawn up for them a code of laws, and procured them
an excellent polity, and foretold that G-od had declared to

him, " That if they transgressed the worship of God, they
would experience the following miseries : their land would
be full of arms and enemies, their citieswould beoverthrown,
and their temple would be burnt, and they would be sold

for slaves to such men as would have no pity on them in

their afflictions: and they would then repent, when that

repentance would no way profit them in their sufferings.

Tet, said he, that G-od who founded your nation, will re-

store your cities and also the temple to your citizens. And
you will lose these things not once only, but often."

§ 47. Now when Moses had encouraged Joshua to lead

out the army against the Canaanites, by telling him that

1 Dr. Bernard well observes here, how unfortunate this neglect of

consulting the Urim was to Joshua himself, in the case of the Gibeonites,

who put a trick upon him, and ensnared him, together with the rest of

the Jewish rulers, with a solemn oath to preserve them, contrary to his

commission to extirpate all the Canaanites root and branch, which oath

he and the other rulers never dm'st break.—W.
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God would assist liini in all his undertakings, and had
blessed the whole multitude, he said, " Since I am going
to my forefathers, and G-od has determined that this should
be the day of my departure to them, I return him thanks,

while I am still alive and present with you, for that provi-

dence he has exercised over you, which has not only de-

livered us from the miseries we lay under, but has bestowed
a state of prosperity upon us ; as also because he has as-

sisted me in the pains I took, and in all the solicitude I

had to better your condition, and has on all occasions
showed himself favourable to us ; or rather it was he who
first managed our affairs, and brought them to a happy
conclusion, by making use of me as a lieutenant under
him, and as a helper in those matters wherein he was willing

to do your nation good : on which account I think it proper,
now I am departing, to praise the divine power which will

take care of you for the time to come, and that to repay
the debt which I owe him, and to leave behind me a re-

minder to you of your obligation to worship and honour
him, and to keep those laws which are the most excellent

gift of all that he has already bestowed on us, or which, if

he continue favourable to us, he will bestow upon us here-
after. Certainly a human legislator is a terrible enemy,
when his laws are affronted, and made to no purpose.
And may you never experience that displeasure of God,
which will be the consequence of the neglect of the laws,

which he, your Creator, has given you !

"

§ 48. When Moses had spoken thus at the end of his

liEe, and had foretold what would happen to every one of
the tribes afterwards, with the addition of a blessino- to
them, the multitude fell to tears, insomuch, that even the
women, by beating their breasts, made manifest the deep
concern they had because he was about to die. The chil-

dren also lamented still more, not being able to control
their grief, and so showed that even at their age they were
sensible of his virtue and mighty deeds : and truly there
seemed to be a strife between the young and the old, who
should most grieve for him. The old grieved, because
they knew what a jjrotector they were losing, and so la-

mented their future state, but the young grieved not only
for that, but also because it so happened that they were to
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be left by him before thej had well tasted of his virtue.

Now one may form conjecture of the excess of this sorrow
and lamentation of the multitude, from what happened to

the legislator himself ; for although he was persuaded all

his life that he ought not to be cast down at the approach of

death, since people die in accordance with the will of G-od

and the law of nature, yet what the people did so overcame
him, that he wept himself. Now as he went thence to the

place where he was to vanish out of their sight, they all

followed after him weeping, but Moses beckoned with his

hand to those that were remote from him, and bade them
stay behind in quiet, while he exhorted those that followed

close to him not to render his departure so lamentable.

Whereupon they thought they ought to grant him that

favour, and let him depart according as he himself de-

sired ; so they restrained themselves, though weeping still

among one another. The only personswho accomjjanied him,

were the senate, and Eleazar the high priest, and Joshua the

general. And as soon as they were come to the mountain
called Abarim' (which is a very high mountain situate over-

against Jericho, and one that affords to such as are upon
it a prospect of the greatest part of the excellent land of

Canaan) he dismissed the senate. And as he was em-

bracing Eleazar and Joshua, and was still conversing with

them, a cloud stood over him on a sudden, and he disap-

peared in a certain ravine. He wrote that he died in the

holy books, fearing that people would venture to say, that

because of his extraordinai-y virtue he was translated to

God.

§ 49. Now Moses lived, in all, one hundred and twenty

years ; a third part of wliich time, all but one month, he

was the people's leader ; and he died in the last month of

the year, which is called by the Macedonians Dystrus, but

by us Adar, on the first day of the month. He was one

that exceeded all men that ever lived in understanding,

and made the best use of what that understanding sug-

gested to him. He had a very graceful way of speaking

and addressing the multitude, and, as to his other qualifi-

cations, he had such a full command of his passions, as if

' The range of Jcbel Seba (Jlount Nebo), at the northern end of the

Dead Sea, and east of Jordan.
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he hardly had any such in his sonl, and only knew them
by name, as rather perceiving them in other men than in

himself. He was also such a general of an army as is

seldom seen, as well as such a prophet as was never tnown,
so that whatever he uttered you would think you heard
the voice of G-od himself. And the people mourned for him
thirty days : nor did ever any grief so deeply affect the

Hebrews as did this upon the death of Moses : nor were
those that had experienced his conduct the only persons

that regretted him, but those also that perused his laws

had a strong regard for him, and by them inferred his

extraordinary merit. And this shall suffice for the account

of the manner of the death of Moses.

BOOK V.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FOUR HUNDRED AND
SEVENTY-SIX TEARS. FROM THE DEATH OP MOSES TO
THE DEATH OF ELI.

CHAP. I.

How JosMm, the Commander of the Hebrews, made War
ivith the Canaanites, and overcame them, and destroyed

them, and divided their Land by Lot among the Tribes of
Israel.

§1.

WHEN Moses was taken away from among men in the
manner already described, and when all the solemni-

ties belonging to the mourning for him were iinished, and
the sorrow for him was over, Joshua commanded the multi-

tude to get themselves ready for an expedition. He also sent

spies to Jericho,' to discover what forces the enemy had and
what were their intentions, and he put his camp in order,

intending to cross over the Jordan betimes. And calling

' The ancient site of Jericho appears to have been at 'Aim cs-SitUan,

near Eriha.
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to him the chiefs of the tribe of Eeuben, and the leaders

of the tribe of Gad, and [half the tribe of] Manasseh, for

half of this tribe had been permitted to have its possession

in the country of the Amorites, [which was the seventh
part of the land of Canaan], he reminded them what they
had promised Moses, and exhorted them, that in gratitude

for the care that Moses had taken of them, who had
never been weary of taking pains for them, no, not when
he was dying, and for the sake of the public welfare, they
would prepare themselves readily for what they had pro-

mised ; so with fifty thousand armed men who followed

him he inarched sixty furlongs from Abila ' to the Jordan.

§ 2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the spies re-

turned to him immediately, having got well acquainted

vrith the condition of the Canaanites : for, at first, before

they were at all discovered, they took a full view of the

city of Jericho in security, and saw which parts of the

walls were strong, and which parts were otherwise, and
indeed insecure, and which of the gates were so weak that

they might afford an entrance to their army. Now those

that met them took no notice of their prying, supposing

they were only strangers, who are wont to be very curious

in observing everything in a city, and did not take them
for enemies ; and at even they retired to a certain inn that

was near the wall, where they went to eat their supper

;

after which, as they were considering how to get away, in-

formation was given to the king as he was at supper, that

there were some spies come from the Hebrews' camp to

view the city, and that they were in the inn kept by
Eahab, and were very solicitous that they might not be

discovered. So he sent immediately some officers with

orders to arrest them, and bring them to him, that he

might put them to the torture and learn what their busi-

ness was there. As soon as Eahab heard of their coming,

she hid the spies under some stalks of flax which were

laid to dry on the top of her house, and said to the of&cers

sent by the king, that certain unknown strangers had

supped with her a little before sunset, and were gone away,

who might easily be pursued and taken if they were any

terror to the city, or likely to bring any danger to the

' Kefrein.
U
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king. So they being thus deluded by the woman, and sus-

pecting no trick, wont their way without so much as

searching the inn, and immediately pursued them along
those roads which they supj^osed them most likely to have
taken, and jsarticularly those which led to the river, but
could hear no tidings of them, so they left off the pains of

any further pursuit. And when the hue and cry was over,

Eahab brought the men down, and besought them, as soon
as they should have obtained possession of the land of

Canaan, when it would be in their power to make her
amends for her preservation of them, to remember what
danger she had undergone for their sakes (for if she had
been caught concealing them, she could not have escaped
the vengeance of the king, but she and all her family with
her must have perished miserably), and so bade them go
home, after swearing to her to preserve her and her family,

when they should take the city, and destroy all its in-

habitants, as they had decreed to do, for so much she said

she knew from those divine miracles of which she had
been informed. And they acknowledged that they owed
her thanks for what she had done already, and again swore
to requite her kindness not only in word but in deed : and
gave her this advice, that when she should perceive that
the city was about to be taken, she should put her goods
and all her family in her inn, and shut them up there, and
hang out scarlet threads before her doors, that the com-
mander of the Hebrews might know her house,.and take
care to do it no harm. " For," said they, " we will inform
him of this matter, because of your zeal to preserve us

:

but if any of your family fall in the battle, do not blame
us : and we beseech that Grod, by whom we have sworn,
not to be displeased with us in that case, as though we
had broken our oaths." So these men, when they had
made this agreement, went away, letting themselves down
by a rope from the wall, and escaped, and told their own
people their adventures in Jericho. Joshua also told
Eleazar, the high priest, and the senate, what the spies
had sworn to Eahab, and they ratified what had been
sworn.

§ 3. Now when Joshua was in fear about their passing
over the Jordan, for the river ran with a strong: current.
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and could not be passed over on bridges, for bridges
had never been laid over it Mtherto, and they suspected,
if they should attempt to make a bridge, that the
enemies would not afford them time to complete it, and
as for ferry-boats they had none, God promised to make
the river fordable by taking away the main part of its

waters. So Joshua, after two days, caused the army and
the whole host to pass over in the following manner.
The priests went first of all bearing the ark, the Levites
next, bearing the tabernacle and the vessels which be-
longed to the sacrifices ; after which the entire host
followed according to their tribes, putting their children
and wives in the middle, being afraid for them lest they
should be borne away by the stream. But as soon as the
priests had entered the river first, it appeared fordable, the
dej>th of the water being restrained, and the j)ebbles

appearing at the bottom, because the current was neither

so strong nor so swift as to carry them away by its force.

So they all passed over the river without fear, finding it to

be such as G-od had foretold he would make it, and the

priests stood still in the midst of the river till the host

had passed over, and got to the shore in safety : and
when all were gone over, the priests came out also ; and
permitted the current to run freely as usual. And the

river, as soon as the Hebrews were come out of it, swelled

again presently, and resumed its normal condition.

§ 4. Then the Hebrews went on fifty furlongs further,

and pitched their camp at the distance of ten furlongs

from Jericho ; and Joshua built an altar of those stones

which all the heads of the tribes, at the command of the

prophet, had taken out of the bed of the river, to be after-

wards a memorial of the division of the stream of the

river, and upon it offered sacrifice to God, and in that jjlace

celebrated the Passover, and had great plenty of all things

which they wanted hitherto, for they reaped the corn of the

Canaanites, which was now ripe, and took other things as

prey, for now their former food, which was manna, of

which they had eaten forty years, failed them.

§ 5. Now, while the Israelites did this, and the Canaanites

did not attack them, but kept quiet within their walls,

Joshua resolved to besiege them. So on the first day
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of the feast the priests carried the ark round about,
with some part of the armed men to be a guard to it.

These priests -went forward, blowing with their seven
trumpets ; and exhorted the army to be of good courage,

and went round about the city, the senate following them

;

and when the priests had only blown with the trumpets,
for they did nothing more at all, they returned to the
camp. And when they had done this for six days, Joshua
on the seventh day gathered together the armed men and
all the people, and told them the good tidings that the city

would now be taken, since G-od would on that day give it

them by the falling down of its walls, and that of their own
accord and without their labour. However, he charged
them to kill everyone they should take, and not to abstain
from the slaughter of their enemies either from weariness
or pity, and not to fall on the spoil, and so be diverted from
pursuing their enemies as they ran away, but to destroy all

the animals, and to take nothing for their own private

advantage. He commanded them also to bring together all

the silver and gold, that it might be set apart as first-

fruits unto God for this glorious victory, as being got from
the city they first took ; and to save only Eahab and her
kindred alive, because of the oath which the spies had
sworn to her.

§ 6. When he had said this, and had set his army in
order, he brought it against the city ; so they went round
the city again, the ark going before them, and the priests

with their trumpets encouraging the people to be zealous in

the work ; and when they had gone round it seven times,
and had stood still a little, the wall fell down, though no
engines of war, nor any violence, were applied to it by the
Hebrews.

§ 7. So they entered Jericho, and slew all the men that
were therein, who were dismayed at the unexpected over-
throw of their walls, and their courage became useless for
defence. So they were slain and their throats cut, some in
the ways, and others caught in their houses ; nothing
begged them off, but they all perished, even women and
children ; and the city was filled with dead bodies, and
nothing escaped. They also burnt the whole city, and the
country round it ; only the spies saved alive Eahab and
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her family, who had fled for refuge to her inn. And when
she was brought before him, Joshua owned to her, that they
owed her thanks for her preservation of the spies : so he
said he would not show himself behind her in his return.
So he gave her certain lands immediately, and held her in
great esteem ever afterwards.

§ 8. And if any part of the city escaped the fire, he rased
it to the ground, and denounced a curse against its inhabi-
tants, if anyone should desire to rebuild it, that, upon his

laying the foundation of the walls, he should be deprived
of his eldest son, and upon finishing it, he should lose his

youngest son. Nor was this curse pronounced in vain, as

I shall show hereafter.

§ 9. Now there was an immense quantity of silver and
gold and brass also, that was heaped together out of the
city when it was taken, no one trangressing the decree, nor
purloining for their own advantage, but abstaining from
what was devoted to God, for Joshua delivered the spoil to

the priests, to be laid up among their treasures. And thus
did Jericho perish.

§ 10. But there was one Achar, the son [of Charmi, the

son] of Zebedias, of the tribe of Judah, who, finding a

royal cloak woven entirely of gold, and a piece of gold that

weighed two hundred shekels, and thinking it a very hard
case, that what gain he at some hazard had got, he must
give away, and offer to G-od, who stood in no need of it,

while he that wanted it must go without it, dug a deep

hole in his tent, and buried them there, supposing he

should not only be undetected by his fellow-soldiers, but

by God also.

§ 11. Now the place where Joshua pitched his camp was
called Gilgal,' which denotes liberty ; for since now they

had passed over the Jordan, they looked upon themselves as

liberated from the miseries which they had undergone from

the Egyptians, and suffered in the wilderness.

§ 12. Now a few days after the calamity that befell

Jericho, Joshua sent three thousand armed men to take

Ai,' a city situate above Jericho : but the people of Ai
engaging with them, they were driven back, and lost

' Xow JiljuUa, three miles east of Jericho.
- Now et-Ttll, two miles east of Beithi, Bethel.
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thirty-six of their men. Wlien this was told the Israelites,

it made them very sad and exceedingly dejected, not so

much because of the relation the men that were killed bore

to them, though those that were killed were all good men
and deserved their esteem, as by the despair it occasioned.

For whereas they believed that they were already in posses-

sion of the land, and would bring their cirmy out of battles

without loss, as God had promised them, they now saw
unexpectedly their enemies elated with success ; so they

put sackcloth on their garments, and continued in tears

and lamentation all the day, without the least care for

food, and laid what had happened greatly to heart.

§ 13. When Joshua saw the army so dejected, and fore-

boding evil as to their whole expedition, he used freedom

with G-od, and said, " We are not come thus far out of any

rashness of our own, as though we thought ourselves able

to subdue this land vrith our own weapons, but at the

instigation of Moses your servant, to whom you promised

by many signs that you would give us this land for a

possession, and that you would make our army always

superior in war to our enemies, and accordingly some
success has attended upon us agreeably to your promises

;

but because we have now unexpectedly been foiled, and
have lost some of our men, we are grieved at it, fearing

what you promised us, and what Moses foretold us, cannot

be depended on by us ; and our hope about the fiitAiro

troubles us the more, because we have met with such a

disaster in this our first attempt. Biit do you, Lord
(for you are able to find a cure for this), by giving us

victory take away the grief we are in at present, and
prevent our despair as to the future.

§ 14. Joshua put these intercessions up to G-od, as he

lay prostrate on his face : and God bade him get up, and
purify the host from the pollution which had got into it

;

for things consecrated to him had been impudently

stolen, and that was the reason why this defeat had hap-

pened to them, but if they would search out and punish
the offender, he would take care they should ever have the

victory over their enemies. Joshua told the people this,

and calling for Eleazar the high priest, and those in

authority, he cast lots, tribe by tribe, and when the lot
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showed that this wicked action was done by one of the
tribe of Judah, he again cast lots for the several fami-
lies of that tribe, when this wicked action was brought
home to the family of Achar

; and when the inquiry was
made man by man, they took Achar, who, upon God's
finding him out so wonderfully, could not deny the fact

;

but confessed the theft, and produced what he "had stolen,
and was immediately put to death, and was buried in the
night in a dishonourable manner, as was suitable for a
condemned malefactor.

§ 15. When Joshua had thus purified the host, he led
them against Ai, and having by night laid an ambush
round about the city, he attacked the enemies as soon as
it was day; and as they advanced boldly against the
Israelites because of their former victory, he made believe

to retreat, and so drew them a great way from the city,

they supposing that they were pursuing their enemies, and
despising them as though they had already won the
battle, when Joshua ordered his forces to turn about, and
face their foes ; he then made the signals agreed ujjon to

those that lay in ambush, and so made them get up to

fight ; so they ran suddenly into the city, the inhabitants
being upon the walls, and some of them wholly occupied
in watching what was going on outside the city. So they
took the city, and slew all that they met with, and Joshua
pressed hard those that came against him to battle, and
discomfited them, and made them flee ; and when they
were driven towards the city, which they thought was
safe, as soon as they saw it was taken and burnt with
their wives and children, they wandered about the fields in

confusion, and were unable to defend themselves because

of their isolation. Now when this calamity fell ujson the

men of Ai, there were a great number of children and
women and servants captured, and an immense quantity

of baggage. The Hebrews also took herds of cattle, and
a great deal of money, for it was a rich country. And
when Joshua came to G-ilgal, he divided all this spoil

among the soldiers.

§ 16. But when the G-ibeonites, who dwelt very near

Jerusalem, saw what miseries had happened to the inhabi-

tants of Jericho, and to those of Ai, and suspected that
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the like sore calamity -would come upon themselves, they
decided not to ask for mercy of Joshua, for they supposed
they should find little m.ercy from him, who made war that
he might entirely destroy every nation of the Canaanites,

but they invited the peopleof Cepherah' and Kirjathjearim,"

who were their neighbours, to join in league with them
;

and told them, that neither could they themselves avoid

danger, if the Israelites should anticipate them, and
attack them ; so they combined, and resolved to endeavour
to escape the forces of the Israelites. So, on agreeing to

what they proposed, they sent as ambassadors to Joshua,
to make a league of friendship with him, such of the
citizens as they judged most capable of doing what was
most advantageous to the multitude. Now these ambas-
sadors thought it dangerous to confess themselves to be
Canaanites, but thought they might avoid the danger by
saying, that they bore no relation to the Canaanites at all,

but dwelt at a very great distance from them ; and they
said further, that they took their journey on accotmt of

the reputation he had gained for his virtue ; and as a
mark of the truth of what they said, they pointed to their

dress, for they said their clothes were new when they
started, but were worn out by the length of time they had
been on their journey, for indeed they took threadbare
garments on purpose that they might make him believe

them. So they stood in the midst of the people, and said

that they were sent by the people of Gribeon," and the ad-
jacent cities, which were very remote from the land where
they now were, to make a league of friendship with them,
on such conditions as were customary among their
fathers ; for as they imderstood, that, by the favour of
God and his gift, they were to have possession of the land
of Canaan bestowed upon them, they said that they were
very glad to hear it, and desired to be admitted into the
number of their citizens. Thus did these ambassadors
speak, and, showing them the marks of their long journey,
entreated the Hebrews to make a league of friendship with
them. And Joshua beliering what they said, that they

' Now Kefireh, eight miles north-west of Jerusalem.
' Now Kuriet el-Enab, on the road from Jerusalem to Jaffa.
' Now el-Jib, north of Jerusalem.
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were not of the nation of the Canaanites, entered into

friendship with them, and Eleazar the high priest, with
the senate, swore to them, that they would esteem them
their friends and associates, and would do no injury to

them, the multitude also assenting to the oaths that were
made to them. So these men, having obtained what they
desired by guile, went home ; but when Joshua led his

army to the foot of the mountains, he learned that the

Gibeonites dwelt not far from Jerusalem, and that they
were of the stock of the Canaanites, so he sent for their

chiefs, and reproached them with the cheat they had put
upon him ; but they alleged on their own behalf, that they
had no other way to save themselves but that, and were
therefore forced to have recourse to it. So he convened
Eleazar the high priest and the senate, who thought right

to make the Gibeonites public servants, that they might not

break the oath they had made to them, and they ordained

them to be so. And this was the method by which these

men found safety and security against the ruin that was
about to overtake them.

§ 17. But the king of Jerusalem was very indignant that

the Gibeonites had gone over to Joshua, so he called upon
the kings of the neighbouring nations to join together, and
make war against them . Now, when the Gibeonites saw

these kings, who were four besides the king of Jenisalem,

come up to attack them, and perceived that they had pitched

their camp at a certain fountain, not far from their city,

and were getting ready to besiege it, they called upon

Joshua to assist them ; for such was their case, as to ex-

pect to be destroyed by these Canaanites, but to suppose

thev would be saved by those who came for the destruction

of "the Canaanites, because of the league of friendship

ratified between them. And Joshua made haste with his

whole army to their relief, and marched day and night,

and in the morning fell upon the enemies, who could not

bear the brunt of his attack, and routed them, and hotly

pursued them down the descent of the hiUs. The place is

called Beth-horon
;

' and there he saw that God assisted him,

manifesting his presence by thunder and thunderbolts,

' Upper and Lower Beth-horon are now Beit ' Ur cl-Foka and Beit

'TJr cl-Tahta, on the old Roman road from Jaffa to Jerusalem.
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as also by the falling of hail larger than usual. Moreover,

it happened that the day was lengthened, that the night

might not come on too soon, and hinder the vigour of the

Hebrews in pursuing their enemies, so that Joshua took

the kings, who were hidden in a certain cave at Makkedah,'

and put them all to death. Now, that the day was
lengthened at this time, and was longer than ordinary, is

declared iu the books laid up in the temple.

§ 18. Those kings who made war upon the G-ibeonites

being thus overthrown, Joshua returned again to the moun-
tainous part of Canaan ; and when he had made a great

slaughter of the people there, and taken much i^rey, he re-

turned to the camp at Grilgal. And now there went a great

fame abroad among the neighbouring people of the courage

of the Hebrews, and those that heard what a number had
been destroyed were in great consternation ; so the kings

that lived about ilount Libanus, who were Canaanites, and
those Canaanites that dwelt in the plains, with auxiliaries

of the Philistines, pitched their camp at Beroth," a city in

Upper Q-alilee, not far from Kadesh,^ which is also a place

in Gralilee. Now the number of the whole army was three

hundred thousand armed foot, and ten thousand horse, and
twenty thousand chariots, so that the multitude of the

enemies aifrighted both Joshua himself and the Israelites

:

and they, instead of being full of hope of good success,

were over cautious from the great terror with which they

were stricken. And God upbraided them with the fear they

were in, and asked them. Whether they desired a greater

help than he could afford them ? and promised them, that

they should overcome their enemies ; and charged them to

make their enemies' horses useless, and to burn their

chariots. And Joslnia became full of courage upon these

promises of God, and marched out against the enemies, and
came up with them on the fifth day, and joined battle with

them, and there was a terrible fight, and such a number
were slain as could not be believed by those that heard it.

He also pursued them a very great way, and destroyed the

entire army of the enemies, few only excepted, and all the

kings fell in the battle ; insomuch, that when the supjjly

' Now e.l-Muijhur. ^ Site not identifierl.
•' Xow Kadcs, in ihe hill counti-y west of the Lake d-Huleh.
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of men to be killed failed, Joshua slew their horses, and
burnt their chariots, and passed all over their country
without opposition, no one daring to meet him in
battle, taking their cities by siege, and killing all that he
found.

§ 19. Five years had now elapsed, and there was not one
of the Canaanites remaining any longer, except some that
had retired to places of great strength. So Joshua removed
his camp from G-ilgal to the mountainous country, and
placed the tabernacle in the city Sliiloh,^ for that seemed a
lit place for it, because of the beauty of its situation, until
circumstances would permit them to build a temple ; and
from thence he went to Shechem, together with all the
people, and raised an altar where Moses had before directed

;

and divided the host, placing half of them on Mount
G-erizim, and the other half on Mount Ebal. on which
mountain the altar was ; he also placed there the tribe of

Levi, and the j)i'iests. And when they had sacrificed and
pronounced the [blessings and the] curses, and left them
engraven upon the altar, they returned to Shiloh.

§ 20. And now Joshua was old, and saw that the cities

of the Canaanites were not easy to take, not only be-

cause they were situated in such strong places, but because

of the strength of the walls themselves, by which they added
to the natural advantages of the ground on which the cities

stood, and expected their enemies would despair of taking

them by siege, for when the Canaanites had learned that

the Israelites came out of Egypt to destroy them, they were
busy all that time in making their cities strong. So he
gathered the people together in assembly at Shiloh ; and
when they with great zeal hasted thither, he observed to

them, what prosperous success they had already had, and
what glorious things had been done, such as were worthy
of that God who enabled them to do them, and worthy of

the excellence of those laws which they followed. He said

also, that thirty-one of those kings that ventured to give

them battle were overcome, and that every army, however
great it were, that confided in its own power, and fought

with them, was utterly destroyed, so that not so much as

' Xow Seiluti, about mid-way between Bethel and Sliec-liem.
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any of their posterity remained. And as for tlie cities,

since some of them were taken, but the others must be
taken in process of time by long sieges, both on account of
the strength of their walls, and of the consequent confidence
the inhabitants had in them, he thought it reasonable that
those tribes that had come along with them from beyond the
Jordan, and had partaken of the dangers theyhad undergone,
being their own kindred, should now be dismissed and sent
home, with thanks for the aid they had given. He also

thought it well to select one man out of every tribe, held
in repute for eminent virtue, who should measure the land
faithfully, and mthout any deceit or fraud should inform
them of its real size.

§ 21. Now when he had thus spoken, Joshua found that
the multitude apjn-oved of his proposal. So he sent men
to measure the country, and sent with them some geome-
tricians, who could not easily miss the truth, on account of
their skill in that art. He also gave them orders to esti-

mate the measure of that part of the land that was most
fruitful, and what was not so good ; for such is the nature
of the land of Canaan, that one may see large plains, and
such as are exceeding fit to produce fruit, which, if com-
pared to other parts of the country, might be reckoned ex-
ceedingly fruitful, yet if compared with the land about
Jericho and Jerusalem, would appear to be of no account
at all. And although it so fell out, that there was very
little of this sort of land, and that in the main mountainous
also, yet did it not come behind other jmrts, on account of
its exceeding fertility and beauty : for which reason Joshua
thought the land for the tribes should be divided by its

quality rather than its quantity, it often happening that
one acre of some land was equivalent to a thousand acres
of other. Now the men that were sent, who were in num-
ber ten, travelled all about, and made a valuation of the
land, and in the seventh month returned to Joshua to the
city of Shiloh, where they had set up the tabernacle.

§ 22. Then Joshua, in conjunction with Eleazar, and the
senate, and the heads of the tribes, distributed the land to
the nine tribes, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, appoint-
ing their portion to be according to the size of each tribe.

So when he had cast lots, Judah had assigned to him by lot
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the upper part of Judaea, reaching as far as Jerusalem,
and in breadth extending to the lake of Sodom.' In the
lot of this tribe were the cities of Ascalon ^ and Gaza.' The
lot of Simeon, which was the second, included that part of
Idumsea * which bordered upon Egypt and Arabia. As to
the Benjamites, their lot fell so, that in length it reached
from the river Jordan to the sea, but in breadth it was
bounded by Jerusalem, and Bethel ;

' and this lot was the
narrowest of all, by reason of the goodness of the land, for

it included Jericho and the city of Jerusalem. The tribe

of Ephraim had by lot the land that extended in length
from the river Jordan to Gadara,^ but in breadth as far as
from Bethel till it ended at the great plain. Half the tribe

of Manasseh had the land from the Jordan to the city

Dora,^ and in breadth to Bethshan,^ which is now called

Scythopolis. And after these was Issachar, which had as
its limits in length Mount Carmel and the river, and its

limit in breadth was Mount Tabor. The tribe of Zebulon's
lot included the land which lay as far as the lake of Gen-
nesareth, contiguous to Carmel and the sea. The tribe of

Asher had that part from Mount Carmel which was called

The Valley,^ and such it was, and all that part which lay

over against Sidon. The city Area '° belonged to its share,

which is also called Ecdipus. The tribe of Naphtali received

the eastern parts as far as the city of Damascus and Upper
Galilee, and Mount Libanus, and the source of the Jordan
which rises in that mountain, extending to the northern

boundaries of the neighbouring city Arce. The Danites'

lot included all that part of the valley" which faces the

setting sun, and was bounded by Azotus " and Dora ; they

' The Dead Sea. '' Now 'Askalun, on the sea coast.

' jSTow Ghuzzeh.
* The Negeb or south country to the west of WCidy 'Arahah.

' Bcit'm. " Now Umin Kcis.
'' Now Tantura, on the sea coast south of Mount Carmel.
' Now Beisdn.
^ The coast plain at the mouth of the Kishon, between Carmel and

Acre.
'" The Achzib of Josh. six. 29, now cz-Zib, eight and a half miles

north of Acre.
" The plain between the mountains and the sea.

1^ The ancient Ashdod, now Esdud, in the plain of Philistia.
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also had all Jamiiia ' and Gath,^ from Ekron^ to the moun-
tain -where the tribe of Jiidah begins.

§ 23. Thus did Joshua divide the six nations that bear
the names of the sons of Canaan, and their land, to be pos-

sessed by the nine tribes and a half ; for Moses had antici-

pated him by having already distributed the land of the
Amorites, -which itself -was also called from one of the
sons of Canaan, to the t-wo tribes and a half, as I have
already stated. And the parts about Sidon, as also those
that belonged to the Aruceei and the Amathsei, and the
Aridei, -were not yet regularly disposed of.

§ 24. And now Joshua -was hindered by old age from
executing -what he intended to do (and those that succeeded
him in the government took little care of -what -was for the
advantage of the public), but he charged every tribe to

leave none of the race of the Canaanites in the land divided

to them by lot ; as Moses had assured them before, that
they might rest fully satisfied about it, that their security,

and the observation of their la-ws, depended -wholly upon it.

Moreover, he enjoined them to give thirty-eight cities to

the Levites. for they had already received ten in the country
of the Amorites, and three of -these he appointed as cities

of refuge, for he -was very solicitous that nothing should be
neglected -which Moses had ordained. These cities -ivere,

in the tribe of Judah, Hebron ;

^ and in that of Ephraim,
Shechem ;

' and in Naphthali, Kadesh." -which is a place in

Upper G-alilee. He also distributed among them the rest

of the prey not yet distributed, -which -was very great, so

that they had an abundance of -wealth both in general and
in particular, and gold and raiment, and other spoil, be-
sides a multitude of cattle, -whose number could not be
told.

§ 25. After this -was over, he gathered the host together in

assembly, and spoke as follo-ws -to those tribes -who had their

settlement in the land of the Amorites beyond the Jordan,

' The Jabueel of Josli. xv. 11, nmv Yelmah. in tliu plain of Pliilistia.

^ Now Tdl cn-Sufi, five Roman miles from EleutheropoliSj Bdt Jibrin,

on the road to Lydda, Liidd.
'' Now 'Akir, in the plain of Philistia, si.^ miles west of Gezer, Tell

Jcar.
' cl-Kfiulil. « ydbliis. « Kadcs.
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for fifty tliousand of them had gone armed to the war along
with them :

" Since G-od, who is the father and Lord of the
Hebrew nation, has now given us this land for a posses-

sion, and promised to preserve us in the enjoyment of it as

our own for ever ; and sraee you oifered yourselves with
alacrity to assist us when we needed your aid on all occa-

sions according to his command, it is but just, now all our
difficulties are over, that you should be permitted to enjoy
rest, and that we should trespass on your alacrity to help
us no longer, that so, if we should again stand in need of it,

we may readily have it on any future emergency, and not
weary you out so much now as may mate you slower in

assisting us another time. We therefore return you our
thanks for the dangers you have shared with us, and we do
so not now only, but we shall be always thus disposed, and
be so good as to remember our friends, and to keep in mind
what advantages we have had from them, and how you
have put off the enjoyment of your o^vn happiness for our

sakes, and have laboured with us for what we have now by
the favour of God obtained, and resolved not to enjoy your

own prosperity till you had afforded us assistance. How-
ever, you have, by joining your labour with ours, got great

quantity of riches, and will carry home with you much booty

and gold and silver, and, what is more than all these, our

good-will towards you, and a willingness to repay your

kindness to us in whatever case you shall desire it, for

vou have not omitted anything which Moses before ordered

vou, nor have you despised him because he was dead and

gone from men, so that there is nothing to diminish the

gratitude which we owe to you. We therefore dismiss you
jovful to your inheritance, and entreat you to think that

there is no limit to our kinsmanship, and not to imagine,

because this river is interposed between us, that we are a

different race from you and not Hebrews, for we are all the

posterity of Abraham, both we that dwell here, and you

that dwell there, and it is one G-od that brought our and

your forefathers into the world, whose worship and polity,

which he ordained by Moses, you are to attend to, and
most carefully to observe ; because while you continue in

it G-od will also ever show liimself favourable and helpful

to you ; but if you imitate other nations, and forsake him,
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lie will reject your nation." When Josliua had spoken
thus, and saluted them all, the chiefs one by one, and the
whole multitude in common, he himself stayed where he
was, but the people escorted those tribes on their way, and
that not without tears, and indeed they hardly knew how
to part from one another.

§ 26. Now when the tribe of Eeuben, and that of Gad,
and as many of the Manassites as followed them, were
passed over the river, they built an altar on the bank of the
Jordan, as a monument to posterity, and a sign of their

relationship to those that should dwell on the other side :

but when those on the other side heard that those who had
been sent home had built an altar, but did not know with
what intention they built it, but supposed it to be by way
of innovation for the introduction of strange gods, they did
not incline to disbelieve it, but thinking the calumny that
it was built for divine worship was credible, they took up
arms, as though they would avenge themselves on those
that built the altar, and were about to pass over the river,

and to punish them for their violation of the laws of their

country, for they did not think it right to regard their kin-

dred, or the worth of those that had given the offence, so

much as the will of God, and the manner wherein he desired

to be worshipped. So these men put themselves in array
for war : but Joshua, and Eleazar the high priest, and the
senate, restrained them ; and persuaded them first to test

their intention by a colloquy, and if they found that their

intention was evil, then only to proceed to make war upon
them. Accordingly they sent as envoys to them Phinehas,
the son of Eleazar, and ten others held in esteem among
the Hebrews, to learn of them what was their meaning in

building, upon passing over the river, an altar upon its

bank. And as soon as these envoys had passed over, and
were come to them, and a meeting was assembled, Phinehas
stood up and said, that the offence they had been guilty of
was of too heinous a nature to be punished by words alone,

or censured in regard to the future
;
yet they did not look

at the heinousness of their transgression so as to have re-

course to arms for their immediate punishment, but on
account of their kindred, and the probabiUty there was that
they might be reclaimed, they took this method of sending
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envoys to them, " that wlien we have learned the motive
by which you have been induced to build this altar, we may
not seem to have been too rash in pursuing you with arms,
if it prove that you made the altar for justifiable reasons,
but may justly punish you if the accusation prove true.

For we can hardly suppose that you who have been ac-

quainted with the will of God, and have been hearers of
those laws which he himself hath given us, now you are
separated from us and gone to your own inheritance, which
you, through the grace of G-od, and that providence he
exercises over you, have obtained by lot, can forget him,
and can leave that ark, and that altar, which is peculiar to

us, and can introduce strange gods, and imitate the wieked
practices of the Canaanites. Now this will appear to have
been a small crime, if you repent now, and proceed no
further in your madness, but pay a due reverence and re-

gard to the laws of your country ; but if you persist in

your sins, we will not grudge our pains to preserve our
laws, but we will pass over the Jordan and defend them and
God also, and will esteem you as men no way differing

from the Canaanites, but will destroy you just as we
destroyed them. For do not imagine, because you are got

over the river, that you are got out of the reach of God's

power
;
you are everywhere in his reach, and it is impos-

sible to escape his power and vengeance. And if you think

that your settlement here will be any obstruction to your

religious feelings, nothing need hinder us from dividing

the land anew, and leaving this land as a sheep-walk ; but

you will do well to return to your sense of religion, and to

leave off these novelties; and we beseech you, by your

children and wives, not to force us to punish you. DeH-
berate therefore in this assembly, as supposing that your

own safety, and the safety of those that are dearest to you,

is therein concerned, and believe that it is better for you to

be conquered by words, than to continue ia your purpose,

and to experience deeds and war."

§ 27. When Phinehas had discoursed thus, the chief

men in the assembly and the whole multitude began to

make an apology for themselves as to what they were

accused of, and said, " That neither would they depart

from the relation they bore to them, nor had they built

X
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the altar by way of innovation : but they recognized one

and the same Grod as all the Hebrews, and the brazen altar

which was before the tabernacle, on which they would offer

their sacrifices. And as to the altar they had raised, on

account of which they were thus suspected, it was not built

for worship, but that it might be a sign and memorial for

ever of our relation to you, and a necessary caution to us to

act wisely, and to continue in the laws of our country, but

not a handle for transgressing them, as you suspect. And
let Grod be our sufficient witness, that this was the occasion

of our building this altar. So we beg you will have a

better opinion of us, and do not impute such a thing to us

as would render any of the posterity of Abraham well

worthy of utter destruction, in case they attempt to bring

in new rites, and such as are different from our usual

practices."

§ 28. When they had made this answer, and Phinehas

had commended them for it, he returned to Joshua, and
reported to the people what answer he had received : and
Joshua was glad that he was under no necessity of setting

them in battle array, or of leading them to shed blood, and
make war against men of their own kindred ; and he
offered sacrifices of thanksgiving to Grod for the same.

And after that Joshua dismissed the people to their own
inheritances, while he himself lived in Shechem. And in

the twentieth year after this, when he was very old, he sent

for those of the greatest position in the several cities, for

those in authority, and the senate, and convened as many
of the common people as could be present : and when they

were come, he reminded them of all the benefits God had
bestowed on them, which could not but be a great many,
since they were advanced from a low estate to so great a
degree of glory and plenty, and exhorted them to regard

the will of Grod, which had been so gracious towards them,
for the Deity would continue their friend only if they
honoured him and practised piety ; and he said that it was
proper for him, now he was about to depart out of this life,

to leave such advice to them, and he desired they would
keep in memory his exhortation to them.

§ 29. So Joshua, when he had thus discoursed to them,
died, having lived a hundred and ten years ; forty of which
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lie lived with Moses, in order to learn his duties. He was
also commander, after his death, for twenty-five years.

He was a man that wanted not wisdom nor eloquence to

declare his intentions to the people, but was very eminent
on both accounts. He was of great courage and magna-
nimity in action and in dangers ; and very sagacious in

procuring the peace of the people, and of great merit in

emergencies. He was buried in the city of Timnath,' be-

longing to the tribe of Ephraim. About the same time
Eleazar the high priest died, leaving the high priesthood

to his son Phinehas. His sepulchre and monument are in

the city of G-abatha.^

CHAP. II.

How, after the Death of Joshua their Commander, the

Israelites transgressed the Laws of their Country, and ex-

perienced great afflictions ; and how, when there was a

Sedition, all the tribe of Benjamin was destroyed, except

six hundred men.

NOW after the death of Joshua and Eleazar, Phinehas

prophesied that it was God's will that they should

commit the government to the tribe of Judah, and that

this tribe should destroy the race of the Canaanites, for

the people were concerned to learn what was the will of

G-od. They also took to their assistance the tribe of Simeon,

on condition that when those that had been tributary to

the tribe of Judah should be slain, they should do the same

for those in the inheritance of Simeon.

§ 2. But the affairs of the Canaanites were at this time

in a flourishing condition, and they waited for the Israelites

with a great army at the city Bezek,' having put the com-

mand into the hands of Adonibezek, which name denotes

' See Judges ii. 9 ; Josh. six. 50, xsiv. 30 ; now Kefr 'Hdris, nine miles

south of ^'liblns.

^ The Gibeah of Plrinehas, Josh. xxiv. 33 ; the tomb of Phinehas is

now shown at Awertah, south of Nablus.

» Site not identified, but possibly Bezkah, six miles south-east of

Lydda, Luii.
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the lord of Bezek, for Adoni in the Hebrew tongue
means lord. Now they hoped to have been victorious over

the Israelites, because Joshua was dead : but when the

Israelites joined battle with them, I mean the two tribes

just mentioned, they fought gloriously, and slew above
ten thousand of them, and put the rest to flight, and
in the pursuit captured Adonibezek, who, when his

fingers and toes were cut off by them, said, " I was not
then always to escape from God, as I find by what I now
endure, for I was not ashamed to do the same to seventy-

two kings." And they carried him alive as far as Jeru-

salem, and when he was dead they buried him in the ground,

and went on still taking the Canaanitish cities : and when
they had taken most of them, they besieged Jerusalem.

And when they had taken the lower city, which was not
for a considerable time, they slew all the inhabitants ; but
the upper city was not to be taken without great difii-

culty, from the strength of its walls and the nature of the

place.

§ 3. So they removed their camp to Hebron, and when
they had taken it, they slew all the inhabitants. There
were still left some of the race of giants, who had bodies

so large, and so entirely different an appearance from other

men, that they were surprising to the sight, and terrible to

the hearing. The bones of these men are still shown to

this very day, unlike any credible relations of other men.
Now they gave Hebron to the Levites as an extraordinary

reward, with its suburbs of two thousand cubits ; but the land
belonging thereto they gave as a free gift to Caleb, accord-

ing to the injunctions of Moses : this Caleb was one of the

spies whom Moses sent into the land of Canaan. Tliey

also gave land for habitation to the posterity of Jethro the
Midianite, who was the father-in-law of Moses, for they
had left their own country, and followed them, and accom-
panied them in the wilderness.

§ 4. Now the tribes of Judah and Simeon took the cities

which were in the mountainous part of Canaan, as also

Ascalon ^ and Ashdod ^ of those that lay near the sea ; but
Gaza^ and Ekron* escaped them, for their inhabitants living

in a flat country, and having a great number of chariots,

1 'AskaUn. ' Esditd. ' Ghus^ek. * 'Alcir.
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sorely galled those that attacked them ; so these tribes
having grown very rich by the war, retired to their own
cities, and laid down their arms.

§ 6. But the Benjamites, to whom Jerusalem belonged,
permitted its inhabitants to pay tribute : so they all left

ofE, the former to kill, and the latter to expose themselves
to danger, and had leisure to tiU. the ground ; the rest of
the tribes imitated the Benjamites, and did the same

;

and contenting themselves with the tribute that was paid
them, permitted the Canaanites to live in peace.

§ 6. But the tribe of Ephraim, when they besieged
Bethel,' made no adequate progress, considering the time
they spent and the pains they took about the siege, yet
did they persist in it, still sitting down before the city,

though it gave them great trouble. At last they caught one
of the citizens that came to bring necessaries : and they pro-
mised him that if he would deliver up the city to them,
they would preserve him and his kindred ; and he swore,

upon these terms, that he would put the city into their

hands. Aceordiugly, he that thus betrayed the city was
preserved with his family, and the Israelites slew all the

Inhabitants, and retained the city.

§ 7. After this, the Israelites grew lax about fighting

any more against their enemies, and applied themselves to

the cultivation of the land, and as it produced them great

plenty and riches, they neglected order, and indulged them-
selves in luxury and pleasure, nor were they any longer

careful to hearken to the laws of their polity. So G-od was
provoked to anger, and first reminded them how, con-

trary to his will, they had spared the Canaanites, and after

that told them that these Canaanites, as opportunity oc-

curred, would use them very barbarously. But the

Israelites, though they were in heaviness at this admoni-

tion from G-od, were stiU very unwilling to go to war,

since they got large tribute from the Canaanites, and were
indisj)osed for exertion by their luxury. They suffered

their aristocracy to be corrupted also, and did not appoint

a senate, or any other magistrates such as their laws had
formerly required, but were very much given to cultivatiug

their fields, in order to get wealth. And this great security

' Beitln.
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of theirs brought a terrible sedition upon them, and they
proceeded so far as to fight against one another for the
following reason.

§ 8. There was a Levite of no great extraction, who be-

longed to the tribe of Ephraim, and dwelt therein ; he
had married a wife from Bethlehem, a place belonging
to the tribe of Judah. Now he was very fond of his wife,

and greatly smitten with her beauty ; but he was unhappy
in this, that he did not meet with the like return of affec-

tion from her, for she was averse to him, which the more
inflamed his passion for her, so that they quarrelled with
one another perpetually ; and at last, the woman was so

disgusted at these quarrels, that she left her husband, and
returned to her parents in the fourth month. The hus-
band, being-very uneasy at her departure owing to his fond-
ness for her, went to her parents, and got reconciled to her,

and lived there four days, being kindly treated by her
parents. On the fifth day he resolved to go home, and
started in the evening ; for his wife's parents were loath to

part with their daughter, and delayed her till the day
was gone. Now they had one servant that followed them,
and an ass on which the woman rode ; and when they were
near Jerusalem, having gone already thirty furlongs, the
servant advised them to put up somewhere lest some mis-
fortune should befall them if they travelled in the night,

especially since they were not far from enemies, night-time
often giving reason for suspicion of danger from even
friends. But the husband was not pleased with this advice,

nor was he willing to lodge among strangers, for the city

belonged to the Canaanites, but desired rather to go twenty
furlongs further, and so lodge in some Israelitish city.

And he got his way, and reached Gibeah,' a city belonging
to the tribe of Benjamin, when it was just dark ; and as no
one that lived in the market-place invited him to lodge with
him, there came up out of his field an old man who belonged
to the tribe of Ephraim but resided in Gibeah, who met
hinl, and asked him who he was ? and for what reason he
came there so late ? and why he was trying to get supper
when it was dark ? To which he replied that he was a

1 Site not identified; possibly Tell el-Fill, two and a half mileii mirth
of Jerusalem.
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Levite, and was bringing his wife from her parents, and
was going home, and he also told him he dwelt in the
tribe of Ephraim. So the old man, because of their kindred,
and because they belonged to the same tribe, and also be-
cause they had thus accidentally met one another, took him
in to lodge with him. Now certain young men of Gribeah,

having seen the woman in the market-place, and admired
her beauty, when they understood that she lodged with the
old man, came to the doors, despising the weakness and
fewness of the old man's family. And when the old man
desired them to go away, and not to offer any violence or
outrage there, they desired him to yield up "to them the
strange woman, and then he should have no harm done to

him ; and when the old man answered, that the Levite was
of his kindred, and that they would be guilty of dreadful
wickedness, if they suffered themselves to be overcome by
pleasure, and ofEended against their laws, they despised

his righteous admonition, and laughed him to scorn, and
threatened to kill him if he thwarted their desires. There-

upon, being in great distress, and yet not willing to see his

guests abused, he produced his own daughter to them
;

and told them, that it was a smaller breach of the law to

satisfy their lust upon her than to abuse his guests ; sup-

posing that by this means he would prevent any injury

being done to those guests. But as they no way abated

of their lust for the strange woman, but insisted abso-

lutely on having her, he entreated them not to perpe-

trate any such lawless act, but they proceeded to force,

and indulging still more the violence of their desires,

they took the woman away to their own house, and when
they had satisfied their lust upon her the whole night,

they let her go about daybreak. So she came to the place

where she had been entertained, in great affliction at

what had happened, and very sorrowful at what she had
suffered, and durst not look her husband in the face

for shame, for she concluded that he would never forget

what had happened, so she fell down and gave up the

ghost ; but her husband, supposing that his wife was
only fast asleep, and thinking nothing of a more melan-

choly nature had occurred, endeavoured to raise her up,

resolving to console her, since she had not voluntarily
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submitted to those men's lust, but was forced away to

their house ; but as soon as he perceived she was dead, he
acted as prudently as the greatness of his misfortunes

would admit, and laid his dead wife upon the ass, and
carried her home ; and cutting her limb by limb into twelve

parts, he sent one to every tribe, and charged those

that carried them to inform the tribes who were the

causes of his wife's death, and of their outrageous conduct

to her.

§ 9. Upon this, the people were greatly exasperated at

what they saw, and at the atrocity of what they heard, as

never having experienced such a thing before ; so they
gathered themselves to Shiloh, in an uncontrollable and
righteous rage, and assembled in crowds before the taber-

nacle, and immediately resolved to take arms, and to treat

the inhabitants of Gribeah as enemies. But the senate re-

strained them from, doing so, and persuaded them that

they ought not so hastily to make war upon men of the

same nation as themselves, before they spoke to them
about the accusation laid against them, it being part of

their law that they should not bring an army against

even foreigners, who appeared to have done them wrong,
without sending an embassage first, and trying thereby
whether they would repent or not. Accordingly, they ex-

horted them to do what they ought to do in obedience to

their laws, that is, to send to the inhabitants of Gribeah, to

see whether they would deliver up the offenders to them,
and if they delivered them up, to rest satisfied with the
punishment of those offenders ; but if they despised the

message that was sent them, to retaliate by taking up arms
against them. Accordingly, they sent to the inhabitants

of Gribeah, and accused the young men of the crime com-
mitted in the affair of the Levite's wife, and demanded of

them those that had done what was contrary to the law,

that they might be punished, having justly deserved to

die for what they had done. But the inhabitants of

Gibeah would not deliver up the young men, and thought
it monstrous from fear of war to submit to other men's
demands upon them, vaunting themselves to be no way in-

ferior to any in arms, either in their numbers or in
courage. The rest of their tribe were also makinsr great
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j)reparations for war, for they were so mad as to resolve to

repel force by force.

§ 10. When what the inhabitants of Gibeah had resolved

upon was reported to the Israelites, they took oaths that
none of them would give his daughter in marriage to a
Benjamite, but would make war with greater fury against

them than we have heard our forefathers made war
against the Canaanites. And forthwith they despatched
an army of four hundred thousand against them, while

the Benjamites' army was only twenty-live thousand and
six hundred ; five hundred of whom were excellent at sUng-
ing stones with their left hand, insomuch that when a
battle took place at Gibeah, the Benjamites routed the

Israelites, and there fell of them twenty-two thousand men
;

and probably more would have been killed, had not night

come on, and prevented this, and broken off the fight ; so

the Benjamites returned to G-ibeah with joy, and the

Israelites returned to their camp in great dismay at what
had happened. On the next day, when they fought agaia,

the Benjamites again beat them, and eighteen thousand of

the Israelites were slain ; and they left their camp from
fear of being slaughtered. So they went to Bethel, a city

that was near their camp, and fasted the next day, and be-

sought God by Phiaehas the high priest, that his wrath

against them might cease, and that he would be satisfied

vrith these two defeats, and give them the victory and
superiority over their enemies. And God promised them
so to do by the prophesying of Phraehas.

§ 11. When they had therefore divided the army into

two parts, they laid half in ambush near the city of

Gibeah by night, while the other half attacked the Benja-

mites, and retiring as they pressed hard upon them, ihe

Benjamites pursued them, while the Hebrews retired by
slow degrees, wishing to draw them entirely from the city,

and the others followed them as they retired, till both the

old men and young men that were left in the city, as too

weak to fig^it, came running out together with them, wish-

ing to subdue their enemies. However, when they were a

great way from the city, the Hebrews ran away no longer,

but turned back to fight them, and made the signal they

had agreed on to those that lay in ambush, who rose up,
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and fell upon the enemy with a great shont. Now, as
soon as they perceived themselves to be outwitted, they
knew not what to do, and being driven into a certain

hollow place which was a ravine, they were shot at by
those that surrounded them, till they were all killed, except
six hundred who formed themselves into a compact body,
and cut their way through the midst of their enemies, and
fled to the neighbouring mountains, and occupied them.,

and remained there; but the rest of them, amounting to

about twenty-five thousand, were slain. Then did the
Israelites burn Gribeah, and slew the women, and the males
that were not in their prime, and did the same also to the
other cities of the Benjamites. And indeed they were en-
raged to that degree, that they despatched twelve thousand
men from the army, and gave them orders to destroy Jabesli ^

in Grilead, because it had not joined them in fighting against
the Benjamites. And those that were sent slew the men
of war, with their children and wives, sparing only four
hundred virgins. To such a degree did they proceed in

their anger, because they had not only the suffering of the
Levite's wife to avenge, but also the slaughter of their own
soldiers.

§ 12. However, they were afterwards sorry for the
calamity they had brought iipon the Benjamites, and
appointed a fast on that account, although they thought
those men had suffered justly for their sin against the
laws : so they recalled by envoys those six hundred who
had escaped, and taken up their position on a certain rock
called Ehoa,^ which was in the wilderness. And the
envoys lamented not only the disaster that had befallen
the Benjamites, but themselves also, by this destruction of
their kindred, and persuaded them to take it patiently, and
to come and unite with them, and not, so far as in them
lay, to give their vote for the utter destruction of the tribe

of Benjamin ; and said to them, " We give you leave to
take the whole land of Benjamm to yourselves, and as
much prey as you are able to carry away with you." Then

' The name survives in Wddy el-Yabis, east of Jordan; the site is

perhaps marked by the ruin ed-Vcir.
'' The rocli Eimmon of Judges ix. 45, 47, xxi. 13 ; now the rock and

Tillage Rumm&n, cast of Bethel, Beii'm.
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they gave way, and confessed that what had been done
was according to the decree of God, and had happened
in consequence of their own wickedness, and listened to
their invitation, and went down to their own tribe. The
Israelites also gave them the four hundred virgins of
Jabesh in Gilead for wives ; but as to the remaining two
hundred, they deliberated as to how they might get wives
by whom they might have children : and whereas they had,
before the war began, taten an oath that no one would
give his daughter to wife to a Benjamite, some advised
them to have no regard to what they had sworn, because
the oath had not been taken advisedly and judiciously, but
in a passion, and thought that they would not offend
God, if they were able to save a whole tribe which was in
danger of perishing, and that perjury was not dreadful and
injurious when it was done out of necessity, but only when
it was done with a wicked intention. But when the senate

cried out at the very name of perjuiy, a certain jJerson

told them, that he could show them a way whereby they
might procure the Benjamites wives enough, and yet keep
their oath. They asked him what his plan was ? " Three
times a year," he said, " when we meet in Shiloh at fes-

tival time, our wives and daughters accompany us ; let

the Benjamites then be allowed to steal away and marry
such maidens as they can catch, while we neither incite them
nor forbid them : and if their parents take it iU, and desire

us to inflict punishment upon them, we will tell them, that

they were themselves the cause of what had happened, by
neglecting to guard their daughters, and that they ought
not to be over-angry at the Benjamites, since that anger

was permitted to rise too high before." So the Israelites

were persuaded to follow his advice, and decreed that the

Benjamites should be allowed thus to steal themselves

wives. So when the festival came on, these two hundred
Benjamites lay in ambush before the city, in groups of

two and three, and waited for the coming of the virgins in

the vineyards and other places where they could lie con-

cealed. And the virgins came along playing, and suspect-

ing nothing of what was going to happen to them, and
walked in an unguarded manner, so the men rose up
and caught hold of them as they ran away. And so
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these Benjamites got tliem wives, and applied themselves

to agriculture, and took pains to recover their former
prosperity. And thus was the tribe of the Benjamites,

after they had been in danger of entirely perishing, saved

in the fore-mentioned manner, by the wisdom of the

Israelites ; and soon flourished again, and increased in

population, and came to enjoy all other advantages. And
such was the conclusion of this war.

CHAP. III.

Sou) the Israelites after this Misfortune grew wicked, and
served the Assyrians, and how God delivered them by

Othniel, who ruled over them forty Years.

§ 1-

NOW it happened that the tribe of Dan suffered as

much as the tribe of Benjamin ; and it came to do so

for the following reason. As the Israelites had already

left off the practice of war, and were intent upon hus-
bandry, the Canaanites despised them, and brought to-

gether an army, not because they expected to suffer any
harm from them, but because they hoped to be able to

treat the Hebrews ill when they pleased, and dwell for the

time to come in their own cities the more securely ; they
prepared therefore their chariots, and concentrated their

infantry, their cities also combined together, and won over

to themselves Ascalon and Ekron, which were in the lot of

the tribe of Judah, and several cities that lay in the
plain. They also forced the Danites to flee into the moun-
tainous country, and left them not the least portion of the
plain to set their foot on. As then these Danites were not
able to fight them, and had not land enough to sustain

them, they sent five of their men into the interior of the
country, to look out for a land to which they might remove
their habitation : and they went not far from the neigh-
bourhood of Mount Libanus, and the soui-ce of the lesser

Jordan, to the great plain of Sidon, a day's journey from
that city ; and when they had taken a view of the land, and
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found it to be good and exceeding fruitful, they acquainted
their tribe with it, whereupon they set out with their army,
and built there the city of Dan, which they so called from
the son of Jacob, and their own tribe.

§ 2. The Israelites fell into heavier misfortune from
their want of energy and neglect of religion. Tor when
they had once fallen off from the order of their polity,

they indulged themselves further in living according to

their own pleasure, and according to their own will, till

they were defiled by the vices that were common among
the Canaanites. God was therefore angry with them, and
they lost by their luxury that prosperity which they had
obtained by innumerable efforts. Por when Chusarth, king
of the Assyrians, made war against them, they lost many
of their soldiers in the battle, and when their cities were
besieged, they were taken by storm. Nay there were some
which, out of fear, voluntarily submitted to him, and though
the tribute laid upon them was more than they could bear,

yet did they pay it, and underwent all sort of oppression

for eight years ; after which time they were freed from
their troubles in the following manner.

§ 3. There was a man whose name was Othniel, the son

of Kenez, of the tribe of Judah, of great courage and
energy. He was warned by God not to neglect the

Israelites in such distress as they were now in, but to

endeavour boldly to gain them their liberty ; so when he
had procured some to assist him in his dangerous under-

taking (and few they were, who, either out of shame at

their present circumstances, or out of a desire of changing

them, could be prevailed on to assist him), he first of all

destroyed the garrison which Chusarth had set over them,

and when it was perceived that he had not failed in his

first attempt, more people came to his assistance : and they

joined battle with the Assyrians, and drove them entirely

before them, and compelled them to cross over the

Euphrates. Then Othniel, who had given such proof of

his valour, received from the multitude authority to judge

the people ; and when he had ruled over them forty years,

he died.
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CHAP. IV.

Hoiv our People served the Moahites eighteen Years, and were

then delivered from Slavery by one Ehud, who ruled over

the People eighty Years.

§ 1-

WHEN Othniel was dead, the affairs of the Israelites

fell again into disorder, and as they neither paid to

God the honour due to him, nor were obedient to the laws,

their af&ictions increased, till Eglon, king of the Moabites,

did so greatly despise them, on account of the disorders in

their body politic, that he made war upon them and over-

came them in several battles, and made the most courageous

to submit, and entirely subdued their army, and ordered

them to pay him tribute. And when he had built him a

royal palace at Jericho, he omitted nothing by which he

might distress the people, and indeed he reduced them to

poverty for eighteen years. But Grod took pity on the

Israelites on account of their afflictions, and was moved to

compassion by their supplications, and freed them from
the hard usage they had met with under the Moabites.

This liberty he procured for them in the following

manner.

§ 2. There was a young man of the tribe of Benjamin,

whose name was Ehud, the son of G-era, a man of very

great courage in bold undertakings, and of a very strong

body, fit for hard labour, and best skilled in using his left

hand, in which lay his whole strength ; and he also dwelt

at Jericho. Kow this man became familiar with Eglon,

aad by means of presents obtained his favour, and in-

sinuated himself into his good opinion, and was therefore

also acceptable to those who were about the king. Now,
on one occasion when he was bringing presents to the

king, and had two servants with him, he girt a dagger on
his right thigh secretly, and went in to him ; it was then
summer-time, and the middle of the day, when the guards
were not strictly on their watch, both because of the heat,

and because they were gone to dinner. So the young man.
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when lie had offered his presents to Eglon, who was then
in a small parlour situated so as to avoid the heat, fell into

conversation with him, for they were now alone, the king
having ordered his servants that attended him to go their

way, because he had a mind to talk with Ehud. He was
sitting on his throne, and fear seized upon Ehud lest he
should miss his stroke and not give him a deadly wound,
so he got him to rise by telling him he had a dream to im-
part to him by the command of Grod ; upon which the king
leaped off his throne for joy of the dream. Then Ehud
smote him to the heart, and leaving his dagger in his body,

he went out and shut the door after him. And the king's

servants were very still, supposing that he had gone to

sleep.

§ 3. Then Ehud informed the people of Jericho privately

of what he had done, and exhorted them to recover their

liberty ; and they heard him gladly, and took up arms, and
sent messengers all over the country, that should sound
trumpets of rams' horns, for it was our custom to call the

people together by them. And the attendants of Eglon
were ignorant of the misfortune which had befallen him
for a great while ; but towards evening, fearing something
had happened, they entered into his parlour, and when they

found him dead, they were in a great state, and knew not

what to do ; and before the guards could be got together,

the Israelites were upon them en masse, so that some of

them were slain on the spot, and some were put to flight,

and ran away towards the country of Moab, in order to save

themselves. Their number was above ten thousand. The
Israelites seized upon the fords of the Jordan, and pursued

them, and slew them, and killed many of them at the

fords, nor did one of them escape out of their hands.

Thus it was that the Hebrews freed themselves from

slavery under the Moabites. And Ehud was for this deed

honoured with the rule over all the multitude, and died

after he had held it eighty years. He was a man worthy of

commendation, even besides this exploit of his. After him
Shamgar, the son of Anath, was elected ruler, but died in

the first vear of his rule.
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CHAP. V.

How the Ganaanites brought the Israelites into Servitude for
Twenty Years ; after which they were delivered by Barak
a,nd Deborah, who ruled over them forty Years.

§1-
.AND now it was that the Israelites, taking no warning

by their former misfortunes to amend their ways, and
neither worshipping God nor submitting to the laws, were
brought into servitude by Jabin, the king of the Canaanites,

and that before they had a short breathing-time after the

slavery under the Moabites. This Jabin came out of

Hazor,^ a city situate over the lake Semechonitis,^ and
maintained three hundred thousand foot, and ten thousand
horse, and kept three thousand chariots. Sisera was the

commander of all this force, and was the principal person

in the king's favour, and so sorely beat the Israelites

when they fought with him, that he ordered them to pay
tribute.

§ 2. So they continued to undergo that oppression

twenty years, not being good enough of themselves to

grow wise by their m.isfortunes, and G-od wishing also

thereby the more to subdue their impiety and ingratitude

towards himself, that they might at length become peni-

tent, and be so wise as to learn that their calamities arose

from their contempt of the laws. At last they besought
Deborah, a certain prophetess among them (her name in

the Hebrew tongue signifies a Bee), to pray to God to take

pity on them, and not to allow their being ruined by the
Ganaanites. And God granted them deliverance, and chose

them a general, Barak, of the tribe of Napthali. Now
Barak, in the Hebrew tongue, signifies lightning.

§ 3. And Deborah sent for Barak, and bade him pick out

ten thousand young men to go against the enemy, because

God had said that that number was suf&cient, and had
promised them victory. But when Barak said that he

' Possibly Tell Hdra, over the lake cl-Hiileh.

' The ' waters of Merom ' of Josh. xi. 57 ; now the Baheirct cl-Huleh.
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would not be general unless slie would also go as general
with him, she was indignant at what he said, and re-
plied, "You, O Barat, meanly deliver up the authority
which Grod has given you into the hand of a woman, and I
do not reject it." So they collected ten thousand men,
and pitched their camp at Mount Tabor, where, at the
king's command, Sisera met them, and pitched his camp
not far from the enemy; whereupon the Israelites and
Barak himself were so dismayed at the multitude of the
enemies, that they resolved to decamp, but Deborah re-
strained them, and commanded them to fight the enemy
that very day, for they should conquer them, and God
would assist them.

§ 4. So the battle began, and when they engaged, there
came down from heaven a great storm, with a vast quan-
tity of rain and hail, and the wind blew the rain in the
faces of the Canaanites, and so darkened their eyes, that
their arrows and slings were of no advantage to them

;

nor would the coldness of the air permit their soldiers to
use their swords, while this storm did not so much incom-
mode the Israelites, because it came on their backs. They
also took such courage from the idea that Grod was assist-

ing them, that they rushed into the midst of their
enemies, and slew a great number of them. And some of
them fell by the hand of the Israelites, some were trodden
to death by their own horses, and not a few were kUled
by their own chariots. And Sisera, as soon as he saw him-
self beaten, leapt off his chariot and fled away, and came
to a woman whose name was Jael, a Kenite, who received

him, when he asked to be concealed ; and as he asked for

something to drink, she gave him some sour milk, of

which he drank a huge draught and fell asleep, and when
he was asleep Jael took an iron nail, and drove it through
his mouth under the lip with a hammer into the floor:

and when Barak came a little afterwards, she showed him
Sisera nailed to the ground. And thus was this victory

gained by a woman, as Deborah had foretold. Barak also

fought with Jabin at Hazor ; and when he met with him
he slew him : and when the general was fallen, Barak
razed the city to the ground, and ruled over the Israelites

for forty years.
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CHAP. VI.

How the Midianites and other Nations fought against the

Israelites, and heal them, and afflicted their Country for

seven Years. Hoiv they were delivered hy Gideon, who
ruled over the People.

§1-

NOW after Barak and Deborali died about the same
time, the Midianites called the Amalekites and

Arabians to their assistance, and made war against the

Israelites, and defeated those that resisted them, and
carried off their fruits and cattle. Now when they had
done this for seven years, the multitude of the Israelites

retired to the mountains, and forsook the plains. They
also made for themselves vaults under ground and caverns,

and preserved therein whatever escaped the enemies ; for

the Midianites made expeditions in harvest-time, but per-

mitted them to till the land in winter, that so when the

others had undergone the labour, they might have fruits

to carry away. So a famine ensued and scarcity of food,

upon which they betook themselves to supplication to God,
and besought him to save them.

§ 2. And Gideon, the son of Joash, one of the principal

persons of the tribe of Manasseh, brought his sheaves of

corn and privately threshed them at the wine-press, for he

was too afraid of the enemies to thresh them openly in

the threshing-floor. At this time an angel appeared to

him in the shape of a young man, and told him, " That
he was a happy man and beloved of God." To which he
immediately replied, " A mighty indication of God's favour

to me, that I am forced to use this wine-press instead of a

threshing-floor
!

" But the angel exhorted him to be of

good courage, and to make an attempt for the recovery

of the national liberty. He answered, that it was im-
possible for him to recover it, because the tribe to which
he belonged was by no means numerous, and he was but
young himself, and too inconsiderable to think of such
great actions. But God himself promised to supply what
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he was defective in, and to give the Israelites victory
under his command.

§ 3. When G-ideon related this to some of the young
men, they believed him, and immediately there was an
army of ten thousand men ready for fighting. But God
stood by G-ideon in his sleep, and told him, that mankind
were too fond of themselves, and were hostile to such as
excelled in virtue : now, that they might not pass G-od
over, and ascribe the victory to themselves, and might not
fancy it obtained by their own power because they were a
great army, and able of themselves to fight their enemies,
but might confess that it was owing to his assistance, he
instructed him to bring his army about noon, when the
heat was most scorching, to the river, and to esteem
those that bent down on their knees, and so drank,
to be men of courage ; but for all those that drank hur-
riedly and noisily, to think they did so from fear of

the enemies. And when G-ideon had done as God had
suggested to him, there were three hundred men found
that took water -with their hands hurriedly, then God
bade him take these men, and attack the enemy. Accord-

ingly, they pitched their camp at the river Jordan, intend-

ing the next day to pass over it.

§ 4. But Gideon was in great fear, for God had told

him before to set upon his enemies in the night, and God
wishing to free him from his fear, bade him take one of

his soldiers, and go near the Midianites' tents, for he

should in that very place have his courage raised, and
grow bolder. So he obeyed, and went and took his ser-

vant Phurah with him ; and as he came near to one of the

tents, he discovered that those that were in it were awake,

a.nd that one of them was telUng to his fellow-soldier a

dream of his own, and that so that Gideon could overhear

him. The dream was this : he thought he saw such a

barley cake as could hardly be eaten by men, it was
so bad, rolling through the camp, and overthro-wing the

royal tent, and the tents of all the soldiers. And the

other soldier explained this dream to mean the destruction

of their army, and told him what the reason was which
made him so conjecture, -viz. that the seed called barley

was allowed to be the -yilest sort of seed, and that the
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Israelites were known to be the vilest of all the people of

Asia, like the seed of harley ; and those that now had
courage among the Israelites were Gideon and the army
that was with him : " and since you say you saw the cake

overturning our tents, I fear that God has granted the

victory over us to Gideon."

§ 5. When Gideon had heard this dream, good hope and
courage came upon him ; and he commanded his soldiers

to arm themselves, and told them of this dream of their

enemies. They also took courage at what was told them,
and were ready to perform what he should enjoin them : so

Gideon divided his army into three parts, each part con-

taining a hundred men, and led them out about the fourth

watch of the night. They all carried empty pitchers and
lighted lamps in them, that their advance might not
be discovered by their enemies. Each of them had also a
ram's horn in his right hand, which they used instead of a
trumpet. Now the enemies' camp took up a large space of

ground, for it so happened that they had a great many
camels, and they were distributed according to their diffe-

rent nations, so as to form one large circle. Now when the

Hebrews, as they were ordered beforehand, upon their

approaching their enemies, on a given signal, sounded
with their rams' horns, and broke their pitchers, and set

upon their enemies with their lamps, and shouted and
cried, " Victory to Gideon, by God's assistance," disorder

and panic seized the Midianites who were fast asleep ; for

it was night-time, and God would have it so. And a few
of them were slain by their enemies, but most by their

allies, on account of the diversity of their language ; and
when they were once thrown into disorder, they killed

all they met, thinking them to be enemies also. Thus
there was a great slaughter made. And when the report of

Gideon's victory came to the Israelites, they took their

weapons and pursued their enemies, and overtook them in

a certain valley, surrounded by ravines, where they could
not get away, and they cut them off, and slew them all,

with two of their kings, Oreb and Zeeb. And the remain-
ing captains led off those soldiers that were left, who were
about eighteen thousand, and pitched their camp a great

way off the Israelites. However, Gideon did not slack his
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energy, but pursued them with all his force, and joined
battle with them, and cut off the whole enemies' army, and
took captive the other leaders, Zebah and Zalmunna. Now
there was slain in this battle of the Midianites, and of their

auxiliaries the Arabians, about a hundred and twenty thou-
sand ; and the Hebrews took much spoil, gold and silver,

and rich stuffs, and camels, and asses. And when Gideon
was returned to his own country Ophrah,^ he slew Zebah
and Zalmunna.

§ 6. However, the tribe of Ephraim was so displeased at

the success of G-ideon, that they resolved to make war
against him, accusing him because he had not announced
to them his intended expedition against their enemies. But
Gideon, a man of modesty, and one that excelled in every

virtue, pleaded that it was not of his own accord or will

that he attacked the enemy without them, but that it was
at the command of God, and that the victory belonged

to them as well as to those in the army. And by this

method of cooling their passions, he brought more advan-

tage to the Hebrews, than by the success he had against

their enemies, for he delivered them from civil war, which
seemed likely to break out among them

;
yet did this tribe

afterwards suffer punishment for this injurious treatment

of Gideon, of which I shall give an account in due time.

§ 7. Then Gideon would have laid down his command,
but was obliged to keep it, and for forty years he dispensed

justice to them, as the people came to him in their diffe-

rences, and what he determined was esteemed valid by
all. And when he died at an advanced age, he was buried

in his own country of Ophrah.

1 Now Fer'aia, six miles west of SdbUis.
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CHAP. vn.

Sow the Judges who succeeded Gideon, warred with the

adjoining Nations for a long Time.

§1-

NOW Gideon liad seventy sons that were legitimate, for

he had many wives, and he had also by his concubine

Drumah one that was illegitimate, whose name was Abime-
lech, who, after his father's death, retired to Shechem, to

his mother's relations, for they were of that place ; and
when he had got money from them, who were remarkable

for their irregular lives, he returned with them to his

father's house, and slew all his brothers, except Jotham

;

for he had the good fortune to escape and save his life.

And Abimelech changed the government into a tyranny,

and made himself an autocrat, to do what he pleased in-

stead of obeying the laws, and acted most severely _^to

those that stood up for justice.

§ 2. Now, on a certain occasion when there was a public

festival at Shechem, and all the multitude was gathered

together there, Jotham his brother, whose escape I before

related, went up to Mount Gerizim, which hangs over the

city Shechem, and cried out so as to be heard by the multi-

tude, who listened to him. He desired they would attend

to what he was going to say to them : and when silence was
made, he said that when the trees could speak, and there

was an assembly of them gathered together, they asked the

fig-tree to rule over them : and when that tree refused to

do so, because it was contented to enjoy the honour which
belonged peculiarly to the fruit it bore, and not that which
would accrue to it from abroad, the trees did not leave ofE

their intention to have a ruler, so they thought good to

make the offer of that honour to the vine ; but when the

vine was chosen, it made iise of the same words as the

fig-tree had used before, and excused itseK from accepting

the sovereignty: and when the olive-tree had done the

same, the bramble, whom the trees had asked to take the
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kingdom (a sort of wood good only for kindling fires),

promised to take office, and to be zealous in the exercise of

it, but they must sit down under its shadow, and if they
should plot against it to destroy it, the principle of fire

that was in it would destroy them. He told them, that
what he said was not said to excite a laugh, but because,
though they had experienced many blessings from G-ideon,

they allowed Abinielech to lord it over them all, and had
joined with him in slaying his brothers, though he would
prove no better than a fire himself. And when he had
said this, he went away, and lived hid among the moun-
tains for three years from fear of Abimelech.

§ 3. A little while after this festival, the Shechemites,
who now repented of having slain the sons of G-ideon, ex-

pelled Abimelech both from their city and tribe. So he
and his party sought how to injure their city. Now at the

season of vintage, the people were afraid to go out and
gather the grapes, for fear Abimelech should do them some
mischief. Now it so happened that there lived among
them then a man of authority, one Gaal, who had armed
men and some kinsmen with him ; so the Shechemites de-

sired that he would allow them a guard during their vintage.

And he complied with their desire, and so the people went
out, and Gaal with them at the head of his soldiers, and
they gathered their grapes in safety ; and when they were

at supper in groups, they even ventured to rail at Abimelech
openly, and their leading men laid ambushes in places

about the city, and caught many of Abimelech's followers,

and put them to death.

§ 4. Now there was one Zebul, a leading man among the

Shechemites, and a friend of Abimelech. He sent messen-

gers, and informed him how much Gaal had irritated the

people against him, and advised him to lay ambushes be-

fore the city, for he would persuade Gaal to go out against

him, which would put it in his power to be revenged on

him once for all, and when that was once done he would get

Abimelech reconciled to the city. So Abimelech laid am-
bushes, and himself lay with them. And Gaal abode in the

suburbs, consulting too little for his safety, and Zebul was

with him. Now G-aal saw some armed men coming up, and
told Zebul, that some armed men were approaching, but he
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replied that they were only shadows from the rocks, but
when they were come nearer, G-aal perceived the truth, and
said, they were not shadows, but men lying in ambush. Then
said Zebul, " Did you not accuse Abimelech of cowardice ?

Why then do you not show how very courageous you are

yourself, and go and fight him ? " So G-aal in excitement

joined battle with Abimelech, and some of his men fell

;

whereupon he fled into the city, and took the rest of them
with him. But Zebul contrived the expulsion of Gaal out

of the city, by accusing him of cowardice in the action with

the soldiers of Abimelech. And now Abimelech, learning

that the Shechemites were again coming out to gather their

grapes, placed ambushes before the city, and when they

had come out, the third part of his army occupied the gates,

to hinder the citizens from entering in again, while the rest

pursued those that were dispersed about, and so there was
slaughter everywhere ; and when he had razed the city to

the ground, for it was not able to stand a siege, and had
sown its ruins with salt, he pushed on with his army, till

all the Shechemites were slain. As for those that were
scattered about the country, and so escaped the danger,

they gathered themselves together on a certain strong rock,

and settled themselves upon it, and intended to build a

wall round it ; but when Abimelech knew their intention,

he anticipated them, and came upon them with his forces,

and laid fagots of dry wood round the place, he himself

bringing some of them, and ordering his soldiers to do the

same. And when the rock was soon surrounded with these

fagots, they set them on fire, and threw on whatever was
by nature most inflammable ; so a mighty fire was kindled,

and nobody could fly away from the rock, but every one
perished, about fifteen hundred men, and a great number
of women and children also. Such was the calamity

which befell the Shechemites ; and naen's grief on their

account would have been greater than it was, had they not

seemed to be justly punished for their ingratitude to

Gideon.

§ 5. Now Abimelech, when he had terrified the Israelites

with the miseries he had brought upon the Shechemites,

seemed openly to aim at still greater power than he now
had, and appeared to set no bounds to his violence, till
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everybody was killed. Accordingly, lie marched to Thebez,'
and took that city by sudden assault, and as there was a
great tower therein, whereunto the whole multitude fled,

he made preparations to besiege it. Now, as he was hur-
rying near the gates, a woman threw a piece of mill-stone

upon his head, upon which Abimelech fell, and asked his

armour-bearer to kill him, lest his death should be thought
to be the work of a woman. And he did what he was told

to do. Such was his punishment for his cruelty to his

brothers, and his barbarity to the Shechemites. And the
calamity that happened to the Shechemites was according
to the prediction of Jotham. And the army of Abimelech
dispersed upon his fall, and went to their own homes.

§ 6. Now it was that Jair the Gileadite, of the tribe of

Manasseh, took the rule. He was a man happy in other

respects also, but particularly in his thirty sons, who were
good young men, and very skilful in riding, and were
intrusted with the government of the cities of Gilead. He
ruled twenty-two years, and died an old man, and was
buried at Camon," a city of Grilead.

§ 7. And now all the affairs of the Hebrews were in

disorder, and tended to the contempt of G-od and the

laws. So the Ammonites and Philistines despised them,
and laid waste the country with a great army ; and when
they had occupied all Persea,^ they were so bold as to cross

over the Jordan to gain the possession of all the rest. But
the Hebrews being now sobered by the calamities they had
undergone, betook themselves to supplications to God, and
offered sacrifices to him, beseeching him not to be too

severe against them, but to be moved by their prayers to

leave off his anger against them. So God became more
merciful to them, and was ready to assist them.

§ 8. When the Ammonites marched into the land of

Gilead, the inhabitants of the country met them at a cer-

tain mountain, but wanted a commander. Now there was
a certain person whose name was Jephthah, who, both on

' Now Tubas, north-east nf Js'ublus, ^ Site not identified.

^ Peraea, a part of the Tetrarchy of Herod Antipas, extended, ac-

cording to Josephns, Jewish War, iii. 3, § 3, from Machaerus on the

south to Pella on the nortli, and from the Jordan on the west to Phila-

delphia, or Babbath Ammon, on the east.
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account of his father's virtue, and on account of an army
which he maintained at his own expense, was an influential

man. The Israelites therefore sent to him, and entreated
him to come to their assistance, and promised him rule

over them all his lifetime. But he would not hearken to
their entreaty, and accused them of not coming to his

assistance when he was unjustly treated, and that openly by
his brothers. For they had cast him out, as not having the
same mother with the rest, but bom of a strange mother,
that was introduced into the house by his father's fondness,

and they had done this out of contempt at his weakness. So
he dwelt in the country of Grilead, and received all that came
to him, from all parts, and paid them wages. However,
when they pressed him to accept the rule, and swore that
they would grant it him for Hfe, he took the command.

§ 9. And when Jephthah took the control of affairs, he
soon marched his army to the city of Mizpah,' and sent a
message to the Ammonite [king], complaining of his un-
just occupation of their land. But that king sent a coun-

tercharge, and complained of the exodus of the Israelites

out of Egypt, and desired them to quit the land of the

Amorites, and yield it up to him, as his original paternal

inheritance. But Jephthah returned answer that he did

not justly complain of the forefathers of the Israelites

as to the land of the Amorites, and ought rather to thank
them that they left the land of the Ammonites to them,

since Moses could have taken it also ; and that they would
not recede from that land of their own, which God had
obtained for them, and they had now had more than three

hundred years, but would fight with them for it.

§ 10. And when he had given them this answer, he sent

the envoys away. And when he had prayed for victory,

and had vowed, if he came home in safety, to offer in

sacrifice whatever living creature should first meet him, he
joined battle with the enemy, and gained a great victory,

and in his pursuit slew the enemies as far as the city

of Minnith.' He then passed over to the land of the Am-
monites, and overthrew many of their cities, and took much

' Now probably Suf, north of the Jabbok, and near Gerasa, Jerash.
' Site not identified ; according to Eusebius and Xerome it was four

Boman miles from Heshbon, on the road to Philadelphia.
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spoil, and freed Ws own people from the slavery which
they had undergone for eighteen years. But on his return
he fell into a calamity very unlike his previous good for-

tune. For his daughter came out to meet him, who was also

his only child, and a virgin ; and Jephthah heavily lamented
the greatness of his affliction, and blamed his daughter for

being so forward to meet him, for he had vowed to sacrifice

her to God. However, what was to befall her was not un-
grateful to her, since she would die upon occasion of her

father's victory, and the liberty of her fellow-citizens ; she

only desired her father to give her leave for two months to

bewail her youth with her fellow-citizens, and after that he
might do with her according to his vow. Accordingly,

when that time had elapsed, he sacrificed his daughter as a
burnt-offering, an oblation neither conformable to the law,

nor acceptable to God, nor did he consider what opinion

those that heard of it would have of such a deed.

§ 11. Now the tribe of Ephraim marched against him,

because he had not taken them along with him in his

expedition against the Ammonites, and because he alone

had the spoil, and fame for what had been done. To whom
he said, first, that they were not ignorant how their kins-

men were hard pressed, yet though they were invited,

they had not come to their assistance, whereas they

ought to have come quickly, even without being invited.

And in the next place, he said they were going to act

unjustly ; for while they had not courage enough to fight

their enemies, they inarched promptly against their own kin-

dred ; and he threatened them, that with God's assistance,

he would inflict punishment upon them, if they did not

grow wiser. But as he could not persuade them, he fought

them with a force which he sent for out of Gilead, and

made a great slaughter of them ; and when they were

routed, he pursued them, and having occupied the fords of

Jordan by a part of his army which he had sent on before,

he slew about forty-two thousand of them.

§ 12. And when Jephthah had ruled six years, he died,

and was buried in his own country Sebee,' which is in the

land of Gilead.

^ Site not identified ; the name of Jephthah"s burial-place is not

given in Judges xii. 7.
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§ 13. Now, wlieii Jephthah was dead, Ibzan succeeded

him, being of the tribe of Judah, and of the city of Beth-
lehem. He had sixty children, thirty of them sons, and
the rest daughters ; aU of whom he left alive behind
him, giving the daughters husbands, and the sons wives.

He did nothing in the seven years of his administration

that was worth recording. He died an old man, and was
buried in his own country.

§ 14. When Ibzan was dead, neither did Elon, who suc-

ceeded him, and ruled ten years, do anything remarkable
;

he was of the tribe of Zebulon.

§ 15. Abdon, the son of Hillel, of the tribe of Ephraim,
who was born at the city of Pharathon,' was appointed the

supreme governor after Elon. He can only be recorded as

having been happy in his children ; for public affairs were
then so peaceable, and in such security, that he performed
no glorious action. He had forty sons, and thirty grand-

sons, and used to ride in state with the seventy, who were
all very skilful in riding, and he left them all alive after

him. He died an old man ; and had a magnificent tomb
at Pharathon.

CHAP. VIII.

Concerning the Bravery of Samson, and what Mischiefs he

brought upon the Philistines.

§1-

AFTEE Abdon was dead, the Philistines overcame the

Israelites, and received tribute of them for forty years.

They were delivered from this hardship in the following

manner.

§ 2. There was one Manoah of the tribe of Dan, a person

of such great virtue, that he had few men his equals, and
was without dispute the principal person of his country.

He had a wife celebrated for her beauty, and outshining

her contemporaries. He had no children, and being uneasy
at this want of posterity, he entreated Grod to give him

^ Probably Fer'on, about fourteen miles west of Kablus.
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legitimate offspring, going frequently to the suburbs ' with
his wife. He was fond of his wife to the degree of mad-
ness, and so was violently jealous of her. Now, when his

wife was once alone, an apparition was seen by her, it was
an angel of God, and resembled a beautiful and tall young
man, who brought her the good news, that she should
have by God's providence a goodly son of great strength,

by whom, when he was grown up to man's estate, the Philis-

tines should be afflicted. He told her also not to cut his

hair, and that he was to avoid all other kinds of drink

(for so had God commanded), and restrict himself to water.

And the angel, when he had delivered that message, went
his way, his coming having been by the will of God.

§ 3. Now the wife informed her husband when he came
home of what the angel had said, and showed so great an
admiration of the beauty and tallness of the young man that

had appeared to her, that her husband was beside himself

with jealousy, and with such suspicions as are excited by
that passion : but she was desirous of having her husband's

unreasonable distress taken away, so she entreated God to

send the angel again, that he might be seen by her hus-

band. So the angel came again by the favour of God,

when they were in the suburbs, and appeared to her when
she was alone, without her husband. She desired the

angel to stay till she could bring her husband, and that

request being granted, she went to fetch Manoah. When
he saw the angel, he was not yet free from suspicion, and
he desired him to inform him of all that he had told his

wife ; but when the angel said, it was sufficient that she

alone knew what he had said, he bade him tell him who he

was, that when the child was born they might return him
thanks, and give him a present. He replied, that he did

not want any present, for he did not bring them the good

news of the birth of a son from want of anything. And
when Manoah entreated him to stay, and partake of his

hospitality, he did not consent. However, he was per-

suaded, at the earnest request of Manoah, to stay till he

brought him one mark of his hospitality, so he slew a kid of

• I can discover no reason why Manoah and his wife went so con-

stantly into these suburbs to pray for childi-en, but because there was a

synagogue or place of devotion in those suburbs.—W.
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the goats, and bade his wife cook it. When all was ready,

the angel enjoined him to set the loaves and the flesh with-

out the vessels upon the rock. And, when they had done
so, he touched the flesh with the rod which he had in his

hand, and a flame broke out and consumed both flesh and
loaves. And the angel ascended, openly, in their sight, up
to heaven, by means of the smoke, as by a vehicle. Now
Manoah was afraid that some danger would come to them
from this sight of Grod, but his wife bade him be of good
courage, for Grod appeared to them for their benefit.

§ 4. And the woman proved with child, and was careful

to observe the injunctions given her, and they called the

child, when he was born, Samson, which name signifies

strong. And the child grew apace, and it appeared evi-

dent that he would be a prophet, both from the strictness

of his diet, and the letting his hair grow.

§ 6. Now when he went with his parents to Timnath,' a
city of the Philistines, when there was a great festival, he
fell in love with a maid of that country, and begged his

parents to procure him the damsel for his wife : but they
refused to do so, because she was not of the stock of Israel

;

yet because this marriage was of G-od, who intended to

convert it to the benefit of the Hebrews, he succeeded in

persuading them to procure her espousal to him. And as

he was continually coming to her parents, he met a lion,

and though he was unarmed he received its attack, and
strangled it with his hands, and cast the beast into a woody
piece of ground on the inside of the road.

§ 6. And when he was going another time to the damsel,

he lit upon a swarm of bees hived in the carcase of that

Hon, and taking three honeycombs away, he gave them,
together with the rest of his presents, to the damsel.

Now the people of Timnath, in dread of the young man's
strength, gave him during the time of the wedding feast

(for he then feasted them all), thirty of the most stout of

their youth, under pretext of being his companions, but in
reaUty to be a guard upon him, that he might not attempt
to give them any disturbance. And as they were drinking
merrily and playing, as was usual at such times, Samson

' Now Tibnah, on the south side of the ' Valley of Sorek,' Wady
JSurur, and west of Betli Shemesh, 'Ain Shems.
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said, " Come, if I propose you a riddle, and you can ex-

pound it in seven days' time, I will give every one of you
linen shirts and garments as a reward of your wisdom."
So they being very ambitious to obtain the reputation of

wisdom, together with the gain, desired him to propose
his riddle, when he said, " That a great devourer produced
sweet food out of itself, though it was itself very disagree-

able." And when they were not able in three days' time
to find out the meaning of the riddle, they desired the

damsel to discover it by means of her husband, and tell it

them, and threatened to burn her if she did not do so. And
when the damsel entreated Samson to tell it her, he at

first refused to do so, but when she pressed him hard and
fell into tears, and treated his refusal to tell her as a sign

of unkindness to her, he informed her of his killing the

lion, and how he found bees in its carcase, and carried

away three honeycombs, and brought them to her. Thus
he, suspecting no deceit, informed her of everything, and she

revealed it to those who desired to know it. So on the

seventh day, on which they were to expound the riddle pro-

posed to them, they met together before sunset, and said,

" Nothing is more disagreeable than a lion to those that

light on it, and nothing is sweeter than honey to those who
find it." To which Samson made this rejoinder, " Nothing
is more deceitful than a woman, for it was a woman who
discovered my interpretation to you." And he gave them
the presents he had promised them, making such Ascalo-

nites as he met upon the road his prey, who were them-
selves PhiUstines also. But he divorced his wife, and the

girl despised his anger, and married his companion, who
had made the match between them.

§ 7. At this outrage Samson was so provoked, that he

resolved to punish all the Philistines as well as her : accord-

inglv, as it was then summer-time, and the fruits of the land

were almost ripe for reaping, he caught three hundred foxes,

and joining lighted torches to their tails, sent them into the

fields of the Philistines, by which means the crops were

destroyed. And when the Philistines knew that this was
Samson's doing, and knew also why he did it, they sent

their rulers to Timnath, and burnt his wife, and her rela-

tions, as the causes of their loss.
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§ 8. Now when Samson had slain many of the Philis-

tines in the plain country, he dwelt at Etam/ which is a
strong rock belonging to the tribe of Judah, for the Philis-

tines at that time made an expedition against that tribe.

But the people of Judah said that they did not act justly in

inflicting punishment upon them, as they paid their tribute,

merely on account of Samson's offences. They answered,

that if they would not be blamed, they must deliver up
Samson to them. And they, being desirous not to be
blamed, came to the rock with three thousand armed men,
and complained to Samson of the bold attacks he had
made upon the Philistines, who were men able to bring

calamity upon the whole nation of the Hebrews, and told

him they were come to take him, and to deliver him up to

the Philistines, and asked him to bear this willingly. And
when he had received assurance from them upon oath, that

they would do him no other harm than deliver him into

his enemies' hands, he came down from the rock, and put
himself into the power of his countrymen, and they bound
him with two cords, and led him on, to deliver him to the

Philistines ; and when they came to a certain place, which
is now called Jaw-bone,^ on account of the great action

there performed by Samson, though of old it had no name
at all, the Philistines, who had pitched their camp not far

off, came to meet him with joy, and shouting, as having
done a great thing, and gained what they desired ; but
Samson broke his bonds asunder, and catching up the jaw-

bone of an ass that lay at his feet, fell upon his enemies,

and smiting them with this jaw-bone, slew a thousand of

them, and put the rest to headlong flight.

§ 9. Upon this Samson was too proud of what he had
performed, and said that it had not come to pass by the

assistance of God, but that his success was to be ascribed

to his own courage, boasting that some of his enemies fell

upon his own use of the jaw-bone, and the rest ran away
out of dread of him. But when a great thirst came upon

' The rock Etam is variously identified with tlie rock above 'Ain.

'Atdn, near ' Solomon's Pools,' and Beit 'Atdb, west of Bethlehem.
^ Lehi, or Eamath Lehi, the scene of Samson's exploit, was believed,

in the sixth century, to be near Eleutheropolis, Beit Jihrln ; and the
tradition still attaches to the spring 'Ain Umm JiiiJei'a.
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him, he considered that human courage is nothing, and
bore testimony that all is to be ascribed to God, and be-

sought him that he would not be angry at anything he had
said, nor give him up into the hands of his enemies, but
afEord him help under his affliction, and deliver him from
his present distress. Accordingly, God was moved with
his entreaties, and raised him up a plentiful fountain of

sweet water at a certain rock ; whence it was that Samson
called the place Jaw-bone,' and so it is called to this

day.

§ 10. After this fight Samson held the Philistines in

contempt, and came to Gaza,^ and lodged at a certain inn.

When the rulers of Gaza were informed of his coming
thither, they occupied the gates, and placed men in ambush
near them, that he might not escape without being per-

ceived. But Samson, who was acquainted with their con-

trivances against him, arose about midnight, and dashed
against the gates, and carried them away on his shoulders,

with their posts and bolts, and the rest of their woodwork,

and bore them to the mountain that is over Hebron, and
there laid them down.

§ 11. However, he at length transgressed the laws of his

country, and altered his own regular way of living, and
imitated the strange customs of foreigners, which was the

beginning of his miseries ; for he fell in love with a woman
who was a harlot among the Phihstines, whose name was

Delilah, and he Uved with her. And the rulers of the

Philistines came to her, and induced her by promises to get

out of Samson what was the cause of his strength, by

which he became invincible to his enemies. Accordingly,

as they were drinking, and conversing together, she pre-

tended to admire the actions he had done, and tried to get

out of him by subtilty how it was he so much excelled

others in strength. Samson, in order to delude Delilah, for

he had not yet lost his senses, replied, that if he were

bound with seven green withs of a vine woven together, he

1 This fountain, callfid Lehi, or Jaw-bone, is still in existence, as

travellers assure us, and was known by this very name in the days

of Josephus, and has been known by the same name in all the past

ages. See Antiq. vii. 12, § 4.—W.
2 Ghuzzeh.

z
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would be weater than any other man. The woman said no
more then, but told this to the rulers of the Philistines,

and hid certain soldiers in ambush within the house ; and
when he was the worse for drink and asleep, she bound
him as fast as possible with the withs ; and then awoke
him and told him some of her people were upon him, but
he broke the withs, and endeavoured to defend himself, as

though some people really wei'e upon him. And she, in the

constant intercourse Samson had with her, pretended that

she took it very ill that he had such little confidence in her

affection to him, that he would not tell her what she

desired, as if she would not conceal what she knew it was
for his interest to be concealed. However, he deluded her
again, and told her, that if they bound him with seven cords,

he should lose his strength. And when, upon doing this,

she gained nothing, he told her as the third thing, to weave
his hair into a web : but even upon doing this the truth

was not discovered. At last Samson, upon Delilah's prayer
(for he was doomed to fall into calamity), wishing to please

her, said to her, " Grod cares for me, and I was born provi-

dentially, and so I suffer my hair to grow, God having
charged me never to cut my hair, for my strength is in the

growth and preservation of my hair." "When she had
learned this, she deprived him of his hair, and delivered

him up to his enemies, for he was no longer strong enough
to defend himself against their attempts upon him ; so they
put out his eyes, and bound him, and led him about among
them.

§ 12. But in process of time Samson's hair grew again.

And there was a public festival among the Philistines,

when the rulers and notables were feasting together (and
the banqueting-hall in which they were had its roof sup-
ported by two pillars) ; and they sent for Samson to come
to their feast, that they might insult him in their cups.

And he, thinking it one of the greatest misfortunes if he
should not be able to revenge himself for being thus insulted,

persuaded the boy that led him by the hand that he was
weary and wanted to rest himself, and begged him to
bring him near the pillars, and as soon as he came near
them, he rushed violently against them, and overthrew the
house, by overturning the pillars, with the three thousand
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men in it, -who were all slain, and Samson with them.
Such was the end of this man, when he had ruled over
the Israelites twenty years. And, indeed, he deserves to
be admired for his courage and strength, and the mag-
nanimity of his death, and because his wrath against his
enemies lasted till his death. But as for his being en-
snared by a woman, that is to be ascribed to human
nature, which is too weak to resist sins, but we ought to
bear him witness, that in all other respects he was a man
of extraordinary virtue. And his kindred took away his
body, and buried it in Sariasa,' his own country, with the
rest of his family.

CHAP. rx.

How, under Eli's Government of the Israelites, Boaz married
Buth, from whom came Obed, the Grandfather of David.

§1.

NOW after the death of Samson, Eli the high priest was
governor of the Israelites. In his days, when the

country was afQicted with a famine, Elimelech of Bethle-
hem, a city belonging to the tribe of Judah, being unable
to support so sore a distress, took with him Naomi his

wife, and his sons by her, Chilion and Mahlon, and re-

moved to the land of Moab, and his afEairs prospering
there, he took for his sons Moabitish wives, Orpah for

Chilion, and Ruth for Mahlon. . In the course of ten years,

both Elimelech, and a little while after him, the sons, died

:

and Naomi being very uneasy at these events, and unable
to bear her lonesome condition, now those that were dearest

to her were dead, on whose account it was that she had
gone away from her own country, she returned to it again,

for she had been informed it was now in a flourishing con-

dition. However, her daughters-in-law were not able to

think of parting with her, and as they had a mind to go
out of the country with her, she could not dissuade them

' The Zorah, and Zoreah of the Bible ; it is now Sur'ah, on the north
side of ' the Valley of Sorek,' Wddj/ Surdr, opposite Beth Shemesh, 'Ain

Shems.
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from it, though she begged them not ; but as they insisted

upon it, she wished them a more happy wedlock than they
had had with her sons, and that they might have prosperity

in other respects also, and seeing her own fortunes were so

low, she exhorted them to stay where they were, and not

to think of leaving their own country, and sharing with
her in the uncertainty under which she must Hve there.

Then Orpah stayed behind, but she took Euth along with
her, who was not to be persuaded to stay behind, but deter-

mined to share her fortune, whatever it might prove.

§ 2. When Euth was come with her mother-in-law to

Bethlehem, Boaz, who was near of kin to Elimelech, enter-

tained her : and when Naomi was called by the people by
her name, she said, " You might more truly call me Mara."
Now Naomi signifies in the Hebrew tongue happiness, and
Mara sorrow. It was now time of harvest, and Euth, by
the permission of her mother-in-law, went out to glean,

that they might get food. Now it so happened that she

went into Boaz's iield, and after some time Boaz came
there, and when he saw the damsel, he inquired of his

servant that was set over the reapers concerning her. He
had a little before inquired about all her circumstances, and
told them to his master ; who kindly greeted her, both on
account of her affection to her mother-in-law, and her re-

membrance of her dead husband, and prayed that she

might have prosperity, and bade her not to glean, but to

reap what she was able, and gave her leave to carry it

home. He also gave it in charge to the servant who was
over the reapers, not to hinder her when she took it away,
and bade him give her her dinner and drink, when lie

brought theirs to the reapers. Now Euth kept for her
mother-in-law the barley-meal that she received of him, and
returned to her in the evening, and brought her ears of

com with her ; and Naomi had kept for her a part of such
food as her neighbours had plentifully bestowed upon her.

Euth also told her mother-in-law what Boaz had said to

her : and when Naomi had informed her that he was near
akin to them, and was so pious a man as perhaps to make
some provision for them, she went out again on the follow-

ing days, to glean with Boaz's maid-servants.

§ 3. It was not many days before Boaz, as the barley was
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being winnowed, slept in his threshing-floor. When Naomi
was informed of this circumstance, she contriTed it so that
Ruth should he down by him, for she thought it might be
for their advantage that he should discourse with the girl.

Accordingly, she sent the damsel to sleep at his feet, who
went as she bade her, for she did not think it consistent
with her duty to contradict any command of her mother-
in-law. And at first she escaped the notice of Boaz, as he
was fast asleep, but when he awoke about midnight, and
perceived a woman lying by him, he asked her who she
was ; and when she told him her name, and desired, that
he whom she owned for her lord, would excuse her, he
said no more then, but in the morning, before the servants

began to set about their work, he awoke her, and bade her
take as much barley as she was able to carry, and go to her
mother-in-law, before anybody should see that she had
lain down there by him, because it was but prudent to

avoid any reproach that might arise on that account,

especially as there had been nothing wrong done. "But
as to the main poiat," he said, " the matter shall rest thus.

He that is nearer of kin than I am shall be asked whether
he wants to take you to wife, if he says he does, you shall

follow him; but if he refuse, I will marry you according to

the law."

§ 4. When she had informed her mother-in-law of this,

they were very glad, from the hope they had that Boaz
would make provision for them. And about noon Boaz
went down into the city, and gathered the senate together,

and sent for Ruth, and called her kinsman also, and when
he was come, he said, "Have not you the inheritance of

EUmelech and his sons ? " He confessed that he had, as

was permitted by the laws, because he was their nearest

kinsman. Then said Boaz, " You must not remember the

laws by halves, but do everything according to them ; for

the wife of Mahlon is come hither, whom you must marry
according to the laws, if you wish to keep those fields."

So the man yielded up both the inheritance and the wife

to Boaz, who was himself of kin to those that were dead,

on the score that he had a wife and children already. So
Boaz called the senate to witness, and bade the woman
loose his shoe, and spit in his face, according to the law

;
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and when this was done, Boaz married Euth, and they had
a son a year after. Naomi herself nursed him, and at the
advice of the women, called him Obed, as being to be
brought up in order to be subservient to her in her old
age, for Obed signifies a servant in the Hebrew dialect.

The son of Obed was Jesse, the father of David the king,

who left the kingdom to his sons for one-and-twenty gene-

rations. I was therefore obliged to relate this history of

Euth, because I wished to demonstrate the power of God,
who without difficulty can raise those that are of ordinary
parentage to dignity and splendour, to which he advanced
David, though born of such parents.

CHAP. X.

Concerning the Birth of Samuel, and how he foretold the

Calamity that befell the Sons of Eli.

.§!•

AND now, as their affairs were in a bad condition, the
Hebrews made war again upon the Philistines. The

occasion was this : Eli the high priest had two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas. These sons of Eli were guilty of insolence

towards men and of impiety towards God, and abstained
from no sort of wickedness. Some of the gifts they carried

off, as belonging to their office, others they took away by
violence. They also were guilty of impurity with the

women that came to worship God, obliging some to submit
to their lust by force, and enticing others by presents, and
the whole course of their life was no better than a tyranny.
Their father therefore was angry with them for their

wickedness, and continually expected that God would inflict

punishment upon them for their doings. The multitude
were disgusted also. And as soon as God foretold the
calamity which would befall Eli's sons, which he did both
to Eli himself, and to Samuel the prophet, who was yet
but a child, Eli openly grieved for his sons.

§ 2. I will first speak about the prophet Samuel, and
after that of the sons of Eli, and of the miseries they brought
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on the Tvliole people of the Hebrews. Elkanah, a Levite,

one of a middle condition among his fellow-citizens, who
dwelt at Eamah,' a city belonging to the tribe of Ephraim,
married two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. He had children
by the latter, but he loved the other best, although she
was barren. Now Elkanah came with his wives to the
city Shiloh to sacrifice, for there it was that the tabernacle
of Grod was placed, as I have before said. Now when, after

he had sacrificed, he distributed at the festival portions of

the flesh to his wives and children, and when Hannah saw
Peninnah's children sitting round about their mother, she

fell into tears, and lamented her barrenness and lonesome-
ness, and suffering her grief to prevail over her husband's
consolation, she went to the tabernacle to beseech God to

give her offspring, and to make her a mother, and vowed
to consecrate the first son she should bear to the service of

Grod, that his manner of living should not be like that of

ordinary men. And as she continued at her prayers a
long time, Eli, the high priest, who sat there before the

tabernacle, bade her go away, thinking she was intoxicated
;

but when she said she had drank water, but was in sorrow

for want of children, and was beseeching Grod for them,

he bade her be of good cheer, and told her that God would
give her a son.

§ 3. So she returned to her husband full of hope, and
eat her food with gladness, and when they had gone back

to their own country, she was soon with child, and they

had a son born to them, to whom they gave the name of

Samuel, as if one were to say asked of God. They there-

fore went to the tabernacle to offer sacrifice for the birth

of the child, and brought their tithes with them ; and the

woman remembered the vow she had made concerning her

son, and delivered him to Eli, dedicating him to God, that

he might become a prophet. And his hair was suffered to

grow long, and his drink was water. So Samuel dwelt and

was brought up in the temple. And Elkanah had other

sons by Hannah, and three daughters.

§ 4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old he began

to prophesy : and once when he was asleep, God called to

him by his name, but he, supposing he had been called by
' Site not identified.
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the high priest, came to him, but when Eli said he had not
called him, Grod did so thrice. Eli was then so far illumi-

nated, that he said to him, " Indeed, Samuel, I was silent

now as well as before, it is Grod that calls you. So answer
him, and say, here I am." So when Samuel heard G-od

speak again, he begged 'him to deliver what message he
pleased to him, for he would not faU to perform any
ministration he might desire of him, to which God replied,
" Since you are here, learn what miseries are coming
upon the Israelites, too great for words to declare, or faith

to believe ; for the sons of Eli shall die on one day, and
the priesthood shall be transferred into the family of

Eleazar, for Eli has loved his sons more than he has
loved my worship, and to such a degree as is not for their

advantage." This message Eli obliged the prophet by oath
to teU him, for he had no wish to afflict him by telling it.

And now Eli had a far more sure expectation of the loss

of his sons ; and the glory of Samuel increased more and
more, it being seen that whatever he prophesied came to

pass.

CHAP. XI.

Wherein is declared what befell the Sons of Eli, the Ark, and
the People ; and how Eli himself died miserably.

§1.

ABOUT this time the Philistines made war against the
Israelites, and pitched their camp at the city of

Aphek.' Now when the Israelites had expected them a
little while, the very next day they joined battle, and the
Philistines were conquerors, and slew above four thousand
of the Hebrews, and pursued the rest of the multitude
to their camp.

§ 2. And the Hebrews, being afraid of the worst, sent to

the senate and to the high priest, and desired that they
would bring the ark of Grod, that by putting themselves in

battle array, when it was present with them, they might

' Site not identified.
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be too hard for their enemies, not reflecting that he who had
condemned them to endure this calamity was greater than
the ark, and was the cause of the ark's being honoured.
So the ark came, and the sons of the high priest with it,

having received a charge from their father, that if they

intended to survive the taking of the ark, they should come
no more into his presence ; for Phinehas officiated already

as high priest, his father having resigned the office to him
because of his great age. And the Hebrews were full of

courage, supposing that by the coming of the ark they

would betoo muchfor their enemies : whUethe enemies were
very dismayed, and were afraid of the ark's coming to the

Israelites. However, the upshot did not prove agreeable

to the expectations of either side, for when the batttle was
fought, the victory which the Hebrews expected was gained

by the Philistines, and the defeat the Philistines were

afraid of happened to the Hebrews, who thereby found
that they had put their trust in the ark in vain, for they

were at once routed as soon as they came to a close fight

with their enemies, and lost about thirty thousand men,

among whom were the sons of the high priest, and the ark

was carried away by the enemies.

§ 3. When the news of this defeat came to Shiloh, with

that of the captivity of the ark (for a certain young man,
a Benjamite, who was in the action, came and brought the

news), the whole city was full of lamentation. And Eli

the high priest, who sat upon a high seat at one of the

gates, heard their mournful cries, and supposed that some
strange thing had befallen his family, so he sent for the

young man, and when he understood what had happened

in the battle, he was not so much uneasy as to his sons,

or as to what was told him about the army, having known
before by divine revelation that these things would happen,
and having himself declared them before, for when sad

things come unexpectedly they distress men most ; but as

soon as he heard that the ark was carried captive by their

enemies, he was very much grieved at it, because it fell

out quite differently from what he expected, so he rolled

off his seat and died, haviug in aU lived ninety-eight

years, and held the government forty of them.

§ 4. On the same day his son Phinehas' wife died also.
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not being able to survive tlie misfortune of her husband ; for

they told her of her husband's death as she was in labour,

and she bore a seven months' son, who lived, and to whom
they gave the name of Ichabod, which name signifies

disgrace, because the army received disgrace at that time.

§ 5. Now Eli was the first of the family of Ithamar, the

other son of Aaron, that had the high-priesthood, for the

house of Eleazar officiated as high priests at first, the high-

priesthood regularly descending from father to son, for

Eleazar bequeathed it to his son Phinehas, and after him his

son Abiezer took the honour, and delivered it to his son,

whose name was Bukki, from whom his son Ozi received it

;

after whom Eh, of whom I have been speaking, had the

high-priesthood, and so had his posterity until the time of

Solomon's reign, but then the posterity of Eleazar re-

assumed it.

BOOK VI.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIBTT-TWO TEAKS.

FEOM THE DEATH OF ELI TO THE DEATH OF SAUL.

CHAP I.

The Destruction that came upon the Philistines, and upon
their Land, from the Wrath of God, on account of their

having carried the Ark aioay captive ; and how they sent

it hack to the Hebrews.

§1-

WHEN the Philistines had taken the ark of the Hebrews
captive, as I said a little before, they carried it to

the city of Ashdod,' and put it by their own god, who was
called Dagon,^ as one of their spoils ; but when they went
into his temple, the next morning, to worship their god,
they found him paying the same worship to the ark ; for
he lay on the ground, having fallen down from the base

' Esdud.
'" Dagon, a famous maritime god or idol, is generally supposed to

have been like a man above the navel, and like a fish beneath it.—W.



CHAP. I.] ANTIQTJITIES OF THE JEWS. 347

whereon he stood. So they took him up, and set him on
his base again, and were very troubled at what had hap-
pened ; and as they frequently came to Dagon, and found
him still lying on the ground, in a posture of adoration to
the art, they were in very great distress and confusion.
At last God sent destruction and disease upon the city

and country of Ashdod, for they died of the dysentery, a
sore distemper that brought death upon them very sud-
denly ; for before the soul could by an easy death be well
loosed from the body, they brought up their entrails,

which were eaten through, and vomited them up entirely

rotted away by the disease. And as to the fruits of their

country, a great multitude of mice came up out of the earth,

and hurt them, and spared neither plants nor fruits. Now
while the people of Ashdod were undergoing these trials,

and were not able to bear up under their calamities, they
perceived that they suffered thus because of the ark, and
that the victory they had got, and their having taken the

ark captive, had not happened for their good ; they there-

fore sent to the people of Ascalon, and asked that they
would receive the ark among them. This request of the

people of Ashdod was not disagreeable to those of Ascalon,

so they granted them that favour. But when they had
got the ark, they were in the same miserable condition, for

the ark carried along with it the plagues that the people

of Ashdod had suffered to those who received it from
them. Those of Ascalon therefore also sent it away from
themselves to others : nor did it remain with those others

either, for as they were pursued by the same plagues, they

sent it on to the neighbouring cities ; so that the ark went
round in this manner to five cities of the Philistines, as

though it exacted these plagues as a tribute to be paid it

for its coming among them.

§ 2. As those that had experienced these miseries were
tired out with them, and as those that heard of them learnt

thereby not to admit the ark among them, since they paid

so dear a tribute and price for it, at last they sought for

some contrivance and means to get free from it : so the

rulers of the five cities, Gath,^ Bkron,^ Ascalon,^ Gaza, and
Ashdod, met together, and considered what was to be

' Tell es-Sdfi. = 'Akir. ^ 'Askalan.
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done ; and at first they thought it best to send the ark
back to its own people, in the idea that Grod had avenged
its cause, and that the miseries they had undergone came
along with it, and were sent on their cities upon its

account, and together with it. Others said they should

not do so, nor suffer themselves to be deluded into ascrib-

ing the cause of their miseries to it, because it could not

have such a power and influence upon them ; for had Grod

had such a regard to it, it would not have been delivered

into the hands of men : so they exhorted them to be quiet,

and to take patiently what had befallen them, and to sup-

pose there was no other cause of it but nature, which at

certain periods of time produces such changes in the

bodies of men, in the earth, in plants, and in all things

that grow out of the earth. But the counsel that prevailed

over those already described, was that of certain men, who
were believed to have distinguished themselves previously

by their understanding and prudence, and who, in the pre-

sent circumstances, seemed more than all the rest to speak

to the point. These men said it was not right either to

send the ark away or to detain it, but to dedicate five

golden images, one for each city, as a thank-ofEering to

Grod, on account of his having taken care of their preser-

vation, and having kept them alive when their lives were
likely to be taken away by such distempers as they were
not able to face. They also advised to make five golden

mice, like those that devoured and destroyed their country,

and to put them in a box and lay them upon the ark ; to

make also a new cart for the ark, and to yoke milch kine

to it, but to shut up their calves, and keep them from
them, lest by following after them they should prove a
hindrance to their dams, and that the dams might return

the faster out of a desire for their calves ; then to drive

those milch kine that carried the ark, and leave them at a
place where three roads met, and to let the kine go along
whichever of those roads they pleased, and in case they
took the way to the Hebrews, and went into their country,

they should suppose that the ark was the cause of their

misfortunes, but if they should turn into another road,

they said, " We will pursue after it, and conclude it has
no such force in it."
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§ 3. So they determined that these men spoke well, and
immediately confirmed their opinion by doing accordingly.
And when they had done as has been already described,
they brought the cart to a place where three roads met,
and left it there, and went their way, and the kine took
the right road, as if some one had led them, while the
rulers of the Philistines followed after them, wishing to
know where they would stand still, and to whom they
would go. Now there was a certain village belonging to
the tribe of Judah, whose name was Bethshemesh,' and to
that village did the kine go, and though there was an
extensive and fertile plain before them to proceed in, they
went no further, but stopped the cart there. This was a
sight to those of that village, and they were very glad

;

for it being then summer-time, and all the inhabitants
being in the fields gathering in the harvest, they left off
the labour of their hands for Joy, as soon as they saw the
ark, and ran to the cart ; and taking the ark off it, and
the box that had the images and the mice in it, they set it

upon a certain rock which was in the plain ; and when
they had offered a splendid sacrifice to G-od, and feasted,

they offered up the cart and kine as a burnt-offering : and
when the lords of the Philistines saw this, they returned
back.

§ 4. And now it was, that the wrath and anger of Grod
overtook them, and struck seventy persons dead in the
village of Bethshemesh, who, not being priests, and so not
worthy to touch the ark, had approached it. The people
of the village wept for these that thus suffered, and made
such lamentation as was naturally to be expected on so

great a misfortune sent by God, and everyone mourned
for his own relation. And since they acknowledged them-
selves unworthy of the ark's abode with them, they sent

to the public authorities of the Israelites, and informed
them that the ark was restored by the Philistines ; and when
they knew this, they brought it away to Kirjathjearim,^ a
city in the neighbourhood of Bethshemesh. In this city

' 'Am Shcms.
' Kirjathjearim, or Baalah, was on the boundary between Benjamin

and Judah, and belonged to the latter tribe. It is now probably
Khurbet 'Erma, about four miles west of 'Ain S/icmf, Bethshemesh.
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lived one Abinadab, a Levite by birth, who was greatly

esteemed for his righteous and religious life ; so they
brought the ark to his house, as to a place fit for God
himself to abide in, since therein did abide a righteous

man. His sons also took care of the ark, and were the

custodians of it for twenty years, for so many years it con-

tinued in Kirjathjearim, having been but four months
with the Philistines.

CHAP II.

The Expedition of the Philistines against the Helrews, and
the Hebrews' Victory under Samuel the Prophet, who was
their General.

§1-

NOW, while the city of Kirjathjearim had the ark with
them, the whole body of the people betook them-

selves all that time to offer prayers and sacrifices to God,
and manifested much concern and zeal about his worship.

So Samuel the prophet, seeing how ready they were to do
their duty, thought this a proper time to speak to them,
while they were in this good disposition, about the recovery

of their liberty, and the blessings that would accompany
the same. Accordingly, he used such words to them as

he thought were most likely to excite that inclination, and
persuade them to attempt it :

"0 you Israelites," said he,
" to whom the Philistines are still grievous enemies, but

to whom God begins to be gracious and friendly, it behoves
you not only to be desirous of liberty, but to take the

proper means to obtain it. Nor are you to be contented

with an inclination to get rid of your lords and masters,

while you still do what will procure your continuance

under them : but be righteous and cast wickedness out of

your souls and cure it, and by your worship supplicate the
divine majesty with all your hearts, and persevere in the

honour you pay to him. For if you act thus you will

enjoy prosperity
;
you will be freed from your slavery, and

will get the victory over your enemies ; which blessings it

is not possible you should attain, either by weapons of

war, or by the strength of your bodies, or by the multi-
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tude of allies. For G-od has not promised to grant these
blessings by those means, but by your being good and
righteous men ; and if you will be such, I will be security
to you for the performance of God's promises. When
Samuel had said this, the multitude applauded him, and
were pleased with his exhortation to them, and gave their
consent to do what was pleasing to God. So Samuel
gathered them together to a certain city called Mizpeh,'
which signifies in the Hebrew tongue watch-tower, where
they drew water, and poured it out to God, and fasted all

day, and betook themselves to their prayers.

§ 2. This assembly of theirs did not escape the notice
of the Philistines, and when they learned of their gathering
together, they fell upon the Hebrews with a great army
and mighty force, hoping to assault them when they did
not expect it, and were unprepared. This thing affrighted
the Hebrews, and put them into disorder and terror ; so
they came running to Samuel, and said, that their souls
were sunk by their fears, and by the former defeat they
had received, and that was why they kept quiet, lest they
should excite the power of their enemies. " And now that
you have brought us hither to ofEer up our prayers and
sacrifices and take oaths, our enemies are making an ex-

pedition against us, while we are naked and unarmed

;

wherefore we have no other hope of deliverance but that
by means of you, and by the assistance God shall afford us
upon your prayers to him, we shall obtain deliverance from
the Philistines." Thereupon Samuel bade them be of good
cheer, and promised them that God would assist them

;

and taking a sucking-lamb, he sacrificed it for the multi-

tude, and besought God to hold his protecting hand over
them when they should fight with the Philistines, and not

to suffer them to undergo a second misfortune. And
God hearkened to his prayers, and accepting the sacrifice

with a gracious intention, and as one disposed to assist

them, he granted them victory and power over their

enemies. Now while the altar had the sacrifice to God
ujjon it, and had not yet consumed it wholly by its sacred

fire, the enemy's army marched out of their camp, and

' Not identified
;
possibly Neby Samwil.
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drew up in order of battle, in hope that they should be
conquerors, since the Jews were intercepted in disadvan-

tageous circumstances,' neither having their weapons with

them, nor being assembled there in order to fight. But
things so fell out, as would hardly have been credited, if

they had been foretold by anybody ; for in the first place,

Grod disturbed the Philistines with an earthquake, and
moved the ground under them to such a degree, that he
caused it to tremble and shake, insomuch that by its trem-

bling some were imable to keep their feet, and others were
swallowed up in its chasms. Next he caused such a noise

of thunder to come among them, and made fiery lightning

shine so terribly round about them, as to scorch their faces,

and so shook their weapons out of their hands, that he
made them flee unarmed. And Samuel, with the multitude,

pursued them to a place called Bethcar,^ and there he set up
a stone as a land-mark of their victory and their enemies'

flight, and called it the Stone of Power,^ as a token of

the power God had given them against their enemies.

§ 3. The Philistines after this reverse made no more
expeditions against the Israelites, but were quiet, from
fear and remembrance of what had befallen them ; and the

courage which the Philistines formerly had against the

Hebrews was, after this victory, transferred to the He-
brews. Samuel also made an expedition against the

Philistines, and slew many of them, and entirely humbled
their pride, and took from them that country, which, when
they were formerly conquerors in battle, they had cut off

from the Jews, namely, the country that extended from
the borders of Grath^ to the city of Ekron." The rest of the

Canaanites were at this time friendly to the Israelites.

' This is the first place, so far as I remember, in these Antiquities,

where Josephus begins to call his nation ' Jews,' he having hitherto

usually, if not constantly, called them either ' Hebrews ' or ' Israelites.'

The second place soon follows, chap. iii. § 5.—W.
" Not identified.

^ The stone Eben-ezer was set up between Mizpeh and Shen, 1 Sam.
vii. 12. The site is not known.

* Tell es-Sdfi. ' 'Aiir.
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CHAP. III.

How Samuel, when he was so infirm with old Age, that he
could not take care of Public Affairs, intrusted them to his
Sons ; and how, upon the evil Administration of the Go-
vernment ly them, the Multitude were so angry, that they
demanded a King to reign over them, although Samuel
was nuich displeased thereat.

§1-
IVrOW Samuel tlie prophet ordered the affairs of the
-' 'i people "well, and appointed a city for every district,

and commanded them to come to such cities to have their
controversies with one another decided in them, he him-
self visiting aU those cities twice a year, and doing justice

;

and so he kept everything in good order for a long time.

§ 2. After that, being oppressed with old age, and not
able to do what he used to do, he committed the govern-
ment and the care of the multitude to his sons : the elder
of whom was called Joel, and the younger Abiah. He
also enjoined them to reside and judge the people, the one
at the city Bethel,^ and the other at Beersheba," and divided
the people into districts that should be under the juris-

diction of each of them. Now these sons of Samuel give us
an evident example and proof that some children are not of
the same disposition as their parents, but sometimes, per-

haps, good and virtuous, though born of wicked parents,

and sometimes showing themselves wicked, though born
of good parents. For they, turning aside from their

father's good course, and taking a way that was contrary,

perverted justice for gifts and filthy lucre, and gave their

sentences not according to truth, but according to gain,

and gave themselves up to luxury and a costly way of

liviag, so that, as in the first place, they practised what
was contrary to the will of God, so did they, in the second
place, what was contrary to the will of the prophet their

father, who had taken a great deal of care and pains that

the multitude should be righteous.

' Beiiin. ^ Bir es-Seb'a.
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§ 3. But the people, upon these outrages offered to

their former polity and government by the prophet's
sons, were very vexed at their actions, and came running
to the prophet, who then lived at the city Eamah,^ and
informed him of the transgressions of his sons ; and
as he was himself old already, and too infirm because
of age to manage their affairs in the manner he used
to do, they begged and entreated him to appoint some
person to be king over them, who might rule over the

nation, and avenge them on the Philistines, who ought to

be punished for their former oppression. These words
greatly afflicted Samuel, on account of his innate love of

justice, and his hatred to kingly government, for he was
very fond of an aristocracy, as making those under its

rule of a divine and happy disposition : nor could he
think either of eating or sleeping, from his concern and
torment of mind at what they had said, but continued
awake all the night long, and revolved these things in his

mind.

§ 4. As he was thus disposed, God appeared to him, and
comforted him, saying, " That he ought not to be uneasy
at what the multitude demanded, because it was not Samuel
but himself whom they so insolently despised, and would
not have to be their only King ; that they had been con-

triving these things from the very day they came out
of Egypt ; however in no long time they would sorely

repent of what they did, which repentance however could

not undo what was thus done for futurity
; for they would

be sufficiently punished for their contemptuous and ungrate-
ful conduct towards me and your prophetic office. So I

command you to appoint one I shall name to be their king,

when you have first described what mischiefs kingly go-
vernment will bring upon them, and openly testified to

them what a great change of affairs they are in a hurry to

bring about."

§ 5. When Samuel had heard this, he called the Jews to-

gether early in the morning, and confessed to them that he
was to appoint them a king, but he said that he was first to
describe to them what would follow, what treatment they

' Ramah, or Ramathaim-zophim of Mount Ephraim has not yet been
identified.
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would receive from their kings, and with how many evils

they would become familiar. " For know," said he, " in the
first place, that they will take your sons away from you,
and will command some of them to be drivers of their
chariots, and some to be their horsemen and body-guards,
and others to be runners before them, and captains of
thousands, and captains of hundreds ; they will also make
them their artificers, makers of armour, and of chariots,

and of instruments ; they will make them their husband-
men also, and tillers of their fields, and diggers of their

vineyards ; nor will there be anything which they will

not have to do at their commands, as if they were slaves

bought with money. They will also make your daughters
to be perfumers, and cooks, and bakers ; and they will

be obliged to do all sorts of work, which women slaves

in fear of stripes and torments submit to. They will

also take away your possessions, and bestow them upon
their eunuchs and body-guards, and will give the herds
of your cattle to their own servants. And to say briefly

all at once, you, and all that is yours, will be servants

to your king and his household; and when you suffer

this, you will remember what I now say. And when you
repent of what you have done,and beseech G-odtohave mercy
upon you, and to grant you a quick deliverance from your
kings, he will not accept your prayers, but will neglect you,

and permit you to suffer the punishment your ill-advised-

ness has deserved."

§ 6. But the multitude were still so foolish as to be deaf

to these predictions of what would befall them ; and too

discontented to suffer a determination which they had once

made to be put out of their minds. For they could not be

turned from their purpose, nor did they regard the words
of Samuel, but peremptorily insisted on their resolution,

and demanded him to appoint them a king immediately, and
not to trouble about the future. For they said it was neces-

sary they should have with them one to fight their battles,

and to avenge them on their enemies, and it was no way
absurd, as their neighbours were under kingly government,

that they should have the same polity also. So as Samuel
saw that what he had said had not diverted them from
their purpose, but that they continued resolute, he said.



356 THE WORKS OF FLAVItTS JOSEPHTJS. [BOOK VI.

" Gro you every one home for the present; at the fitting

season I will send for you, as soon as I shall have learned

from Grod who it is that he will give you for your king."

CHAP. IV.

The Appointment of a King over the Israelites, whose name
luas Saul, at the Command of God.

§1-

THERE was a man of the tribe of Benjamin, of good

family and of a virtuous disposition, whose name was

Kish. He had a son, a young man of comely countenance,

and tall of body, but his understanding and his mind were

even better than his externals. His namewas Saul. Now this

Kish had some fine she-asses that had strayed from the

pasture where they fed, and he was more delighted with

them than with any other cattle he had ; so he sent his son

with one servant to search for them. And when he had
travelled over his own tribe in search of these asses,

he went to the other tribes, and when he found them
not there either, he determined to go home, lest he should

occasion any concern to his father about himself. But
when his servant that followed him told him, as they were

near the city of Eamah, that there was a true prophet in

that city, and advised him to go to him, for they would know
from him what had become of the asses, he replied, that

if they should go to him, they had nothing to give him as

a reward for his prophecy, for their journey-money was

spent. The servant answered that he had still the fourth

part of a shekel, and he would present him with that, for

they did not know in their ignorance that the prophet took

no reward. So they went to him, and when they were be-

fore the gates, they lit upon some maidens that were going

to fetch water, and they asked them, which was the pro-

phet's house ? They showed them which it was, and bade

them make haste to consult him before he sat down to

supper, for he had invited many guests to a feast, and his
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habit was to sit down before liis guests. Now Samuel had
gathered many together to feast with him because, as he
every day prayed to Grod to tell him beforehand whom he
would make king, he had informed him of this man the
day before, for he said he would send him a certain young
man of the tribe of Benjamin about that hour of the day

;

and he sat on the top of his house in expectation of the
time being come. And when the time was completed, he
came down and went to supper, and met with Saul, and
Grod discovered to him that this was the future king.
Then Saul went up to Samuel and saluted him, and desired
him to inform him which was the prophet's house ? for he
said he was a stranger, and did not know it. When Samuel
told him that he was himself the prophet, and led him into

su^jper, and assured him that the asses were found which
he had been sent to seek, and that blessings of aU kinds
were assured to him, he replied, " Sir, I am too inconsider-

able to hope for any such things, and of a tribe too small to

have kings made out of it, and of a family humbler than
other families ; but you tell me this in jest, and make me
an object of laughter, when you discourse with me of

greater matters than my present need." However, the

prophet led him in to the feast, and made him and his

servant that followed him sit down above the other

guests that were invited, who were seventy in number

;

and he gave orders to his servants to set the royal portion

before Saul. And when the time of going to bed was
come, the rest rose up, and went home every one of them,
but Saul and his servant stayed -with the prophet, and
slept at his house.

§ 2. And as soon as it was day, Samuel made Saul get

Tip out of his bed, and conducted him on his way, and when
he was out of the city, desired him to cause his servant

to go on, but to stay behind himself, for he had something

to say to him, when nobody else was present. So Saul sent

on the servant that followed him, and the prophet took

a vial of oil, and poured it upon the head of the young
man, and kissed him, and said, " Be thou a king by
the ordination of God against the Philistines, and to

avenge the Hebrews on them. Of this thou shalt have a

sign, which I would have thee take notice of. As soon as



358 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHTJS. [bOOK VI.

thou art departed hence, thou wilt find three men upon the
road, going to worship Grod at Bethel, the first of whom
thou wilt see carrying three loaves of bread, the second
carrying a kid of the goats, and the third will follow them,
carrying a wine-skin. These three men will salute thee,

and speak kindly to thee, and will give thee two of their

loaves, which thou shalt accept of. After that thou shalt

come to a place called Eachel's Tomb,' where thou shalt

meet with a man who will tell thee thy asses are found.
After this, when thou reachest Gabatha,'' thou shalt over-

take a company of prophets, and shalt be seized with the
divine Spirit, and prophesy along with them, till everyone
that sees thee shall be astonished, and wonder, and say,
' Whence is it that the son of Kish has arrived at this

degree of happiness ?
' And when these signs have happened

to thee, know that Grod is with thee ; and salute thy father,

and thy kindred. Thou shalt also come when I send for

thee to Grilgal,^ that we may offer thank-offerings to God
for these blessings." When Samuel had said this, and
foretold these things, he sent the young man away. And
all things happened to Saul according to the prophecy of

Samuel.

§ 3. But as soon as Saul came into the house of his

kinsman Abner, whom indeed he loved better than any
other of his relations, he was asked by him concerning his

journey, and what had happened to him therein ; and he
concealed none of the other things from him, either his

going to Samuel the prophet, or how he told him the asses

were found ; but he said nothing to him about the king-
dom, and what belonged thereto, which he thought when
heard would procure him envy and unbelief ; nor did he
think it prudent to tell those things to him, although he
appeared very friendly to him, and one whom he loved
above the rest of his relations, considering, I suppose,
as human nature really is, that no one is a firm friend
either among our intimates or kindred, or preserves his
kind disijosiition when God advances men to great pros-

' Rachel's tomb, on the "border of Benjamin, is near Bethlehem, by
the side of the road between that place and Jerusalem.

' The same place as Gibeah of Saul.
•' JiljuUa, three miles east of Jericho.
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perity, but all are still ill-natured and envious at their

successes.

§ 4. Then Samuel called the people together to the city

Mizpeh, and spoke to them in the following words, which
he said he was to speak by the command of God. He said

that though Grod had granted them, a state of liberty, and
brought their enemies into subjection, they had forgotten

his benefits, and rejected God for their King, not consider-

ing that it would be most for their advantage to be pre-

sided over by the best of beings ; for God was the best of

beings, and they chose to have a man for their Iring ; while

kings would use their subjects as beasts, according to their

will and caprice and other passions, being wholly carried

away by the lust of power, and would not endeavour to

preserve the race of mankind as their own workmanship
and creation, which God for that very reason would take

care of. " But since you have come to a fixed resolution,

and this intention to outrage God has quite mastered you,

dispose yourselves by your tribes and families and cast lots."

§ 5. When the Hebrews had so done, the lot fell upon

the tribe of Benjamin ; and when the lot was cast for

the families of this tribe, that which was called Matri

was taken, and when the lot was cast for the indi-

viduals of that family, Saul, the son of Kish, was taken

for their king. When the young man knew this, he im-

mediately went away and hid himself, I suppose because

he would not have it thought that he willingly took the

kingdom. Nay, he showed such a degree of self-con-

trol and modesty, that while most people are not able

to contain their joy even when they gain small advan-

tages, but are eager to exhibit themselves publicly to all

men, he did not only show nothing of that nature, though

he was appointed lord of so many and so great tribes,

but stole away and concealed himself from the sight

of those he was to reign over, and made them seek him, and

that with a good deal of trouble. So as the people were

inbewilderment and anxious at Saul's disappearance, thepro-

phet besought God to show where the young man was, and

to produce him before them. And when he had learned of

God the place where Saul was hidden, he sent men to fetch

him, and when he was come he set him in the midst of the
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multitude. Now lie was taller than any of them, and in

stature looked every incli a king.

§ 6. Then said the prophet, " God gives you this man
to be your king : see how he is higher than any of the

people, and worthy of the dominion." And as soon as the

people had shouted with acclamation, G-od save the king

!

the prophet wrote down what would come to pass in a

book, and read it in the hearing of the king, and laid ujs

the book in the tabernacle of G-od, to be a witness to future

generations of what he had foretold. And when Samuel
had finished this matter, he dismissed the multitude, and
returned himself to the city of Eamah, for it was his own
country. Saul also went away to G-ibeah,' where he was
born: and many good men accompanied him and paid

him the honour due to the king, but there were several

bad men, who despised him, and derided the others, and
did neither bring him presents, nor in word or deed try

to please him.

CHAP. V.

Saul's Expedition against the Nation of the Ammonites, his

Victory over them, and the Spoil he took from them.

§1-

BUT one month afterwards the war which Saul had with
Nahash, the king of the Ammonites, obtained him

respect from all the people. This Nahash had done a great

deal of mischief to the Jews that lived beyond the Jordan,
by an expedition he had made against them with a great

and warlike army. He also reduced their cities to slavery,

and that not only by subduing them for the present by
force and violence, but weakening them by subtilty and
cunning, that they might not be able afterwards to get
rid of their slavery to him ; for he put out the right eyes
of those that either surrendered to him upon conditions,
or were taken by him in war ; and this he did, that as

' Gibeali apparently lay between Geba, Jeh'a, and Jerusalem ; it is

placed by Kobinson at Tuleil cl-FiiL but the identification is doubtful

;

it is regarded by some writers as a district name.
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their left eyes would be covered by tlieir shields, they
might be wholly useless in war.' Now when the king of
the Ammonites had served those beyond the Jordan in this

manner, he led his army against those that were called

Grileadites
; and having pitched his camp near the chief city

of his enemies, which was Jabesh,^ he sent ambassadors to

them, commanding them either to surrender and have their

right eyes plucked out, or to undergo a siege and have their

cities overthrown. He gave them their choice, whether
they would cut off a small member of their body, or utterly

perish. And the Grileadites were so terrified that they had
not courage to say anything to either of these proposals,

either that they would deliver themselves up, or that they
would fight. But they asked Nahash to give them seven
days' truce, that they might send envoys to their country-
men and entreat their assistance, and if assistance came
to them, they would fight, but if it were impossible to

get that from them, they said they would deliver them-
selves up to suffer whatever he was pleased to iafiiet upon
them.

§ 2. And Nahash, despising the multitude of the Gilead-

ites, and the answer they gave, allowed them a truce, and
gave them leave to send to whomever they pleased for

assistance. So they immediately sent to all the cities of

the Israelites, and informed them what Nahash had
threatened to do to them, and of the hopeless condition

they were in. And the people fell into tears and grief

on hearing what the envoys from Jabesh said, but the

terror they were in permitted them to do nothing more.

And when the messengers came to the city of king Saul,

and revealed the danger in which the inhabitants of

Jabesh were, the people were in the same affliction as those

in the other cities, for they lamented the calamity of their

kindred. And when Saul returned from his farm to the

' Take here Theodoret's note, cited by Dr. Hudson :
" He that ex-

poses his shield to the enemy with his left hand, thereby hides his left

eye, and looks at the enemy with his right eye : he therefore that plucks

out that eye makes men useless in war."—W.
^ Eusebius places Jabesh Gilead six Roman miles from Pella, on the

road to Gerasa, Jerash. The name survives in Wddy el-Ydbis, and the

town was probably at ed-Deir.
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city, he found the citizens weeping, and when, upon inquiry,

he learned the cause of their confusion and dejection,

he was seized with a divine fury, and sent home the envoys
from the inhabitants of Jabesh, and promised to come to

their assistance on the third day, and to beat their enemies
before sun-rise, that the rising sun might see that they had
already conquered, and were freed from their fears. He
also bade some of them stay to show him the way to

Jabesh.

§ 3. And wishing to excite the people to war against the
Ammonites by fear of punishment, and that they might
concentrate with greater celerity, he cut the sinews of his

yoke of oxen, and threatened to do the same to all such as

did not come armed to the Jordan the next day, and follow
him and Samuel the prophet wherever they should lead
them. So they mustered in fear of the punishment they
were threatened with at the appointed time. And the mul-
titude were numbered at the city of Bezek.^ And he found
the number of those that were gathered together, besides
those of the tribe of Judah, to be seven hundred thousand,
while those of that tribe were seventy thousand. So he
crossed over the Jordan, and marched all that night some
thirty-seven miles, and got to Jabesh before sun-rise. Then
he divided the army into three companies, and fell upon
the enemy on every side on the sudden, and when they ex-

pected no such thing: and joining battle with them, he
slew a great many of the Ammonites, as also their king
Nahash. This glorious action was done by Saul, and was
related with great commendation of him to all the Hebrews

;

and he thence gained a wonderful reputation for valour

:

for although there were some that despised him before, they
now changed their minds, and honoured him, and esteemed
him as the best of them all. For he did not content him-
self with having saved the inhabitants of Jabesh only, but
he made an expedition into the country of the Ammonites,
and laid it all waste, and took much spoil, and returned to
his own country in glory. And the people were greatly
pleased at this success of Saul, and rejoiced that they had
made such a one their king. They also clamoured against

' Khurbet Ibzik. Thirteen miles north-east of Ndblus, SUechem.
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those that had said he would be no good to their affairs,

and said, " Where now are these men, let them be brought
to punishment," with all the similar things that multitudes
usually say, when they are elated with prosperity, against
those that lately held cheap the authors of it. But Saul,

although he took the good-will and affection of these men
very kindly, swore that he would not see any of his
countrymen slain that day, for it was monstrous to mix the
victory, which God had given them, with the blood and
slaughter of those that were of the same race as them-
selves, and that it was more fitting to be friendly disposed
to one another and to feast together.

§ 4. And when Samuel had told them that he ought to

confirm the kingdom to Saul by a second inauguration,
they all assembled at the city of Grilgal, for thither did he
command them to come. Then the prophet anointed Saul
again with the holy oil, in the sight of the multitude, and
proclaimed him king the second time. And so the polity

of the Hebrews was changed into a regal one, for in the
days of Moses, and his disciple Joshua, who was their

general, they continued an aristocracy, and after the death
of Joshua, for eighteen years in all, the multitude had no
settled form of government, but were an anarchy ; after

which they returned to their former polity, permitting
themselves to be judged by him who appeared to be the

best and most courageous warrior, so they called this period

of their government the era of Judges.

§ 5. Then did Samuel the prophet convene an assembly,

and said, " I solemnly adjure you by God Almighty, who
brought those excellent brothers, I mean Moses and Aaron,
into the world, and rescued our fathers from the Egyp-
tians, and from the slavery they endured under them, that

you will not yield to modesty, or suppress anything out of

fear, or give way to any other passion, but say out what I
have ever done that was bad or unjust, for gain or in

covetousness, or to gratify others ? Bear witness against

me, if I have taken an ox or a sheep, or any such thing,

though, when they are taken to support men, it is esteemed
blameless ; or have I taken an ass for mine own use to the

grief of anyone ? Lay one such crime to 'mj charge, now
we are in your king's presence." But they cried out, that
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nothing of the kind had been done by him, but that he had
presided over the nation in a holy and just manner.

§ 6. Thereupon Samuel, as this testimony had been given

him by them all, said, " Since you grant that you are not
able to lay any ill thing to my charge hitherto, come now,
and hearken while I speak with great freedom to you. You
have been guilty of great impiety against God in asking

you a king. It behoved you to remember that our ancestor

Jacob went down into Egypt, because of a famine, with
seventy souls only of our family, and that their posterity

multiplied there to many myriads, whom the Egyptians
brought into slavery and hard opjiression, and that God
himself, upon the prayers of our fathers, sent Moses and
Aaron, who were brothers, and gave them power to deliver

the multitude out of their distress, and that without a king,

and they brought you into this very land which you now
possess. Yet though you enjoyed these advantages from
God, you betrayed his worship and religion. Neverthe-

less, when you were brought under the hands of your
enemies, he delivered you, first by rendering you superior to

the Assyrians and their forces, and next by making you to

overcome the Ammonites, and the Moabites, and last of all,

the Philistines. And these things were achieved under the

lead of Jephthah and Gideon, and not of a king. Wliat
madness therefore possessed you to flee from God, and to

desire to be under a king r Yet have I appointed him king

whom he chose for you. However, that I may make it

plain to you, that God is angry and displeased at your
choice of kingly government, I will so contrive that he shall

declare this very plainly to you by a miracle, for I will en-

treat of God that he will now manifest to you, what none
of you ever saw here before, a storm in the midst of har-

vest." Now, as soon as he had said this to the people,

God attested the truth of all that the prophet had said by
thunder and lightning and the descent of hail, insomuch
that they were amazed and terrified, and confessed that they
had sinned, and had fallen into this sin through ignorance ;

and besought the jirophet, as one that was a tender and
gentle father to them, to render God so merciful as to for-

give this sin, which they had added to those other offences

whereby they had affronted him, and transgressed against
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him. So lie promised them, that he would beseech Grod,

and urge him to forgive them, this sin. However, he
advised them to be righteous and good, and ever to remem-
ber the miseries that had befallen them on account of their

departure from virtue : as also, to remember the signs God
had showed them, and the laws that Moses had given them,
if they had any desire of being preserved, and made happy
with their king. But he said, that if they should grow
careless of these things, great judgments would come from
Grod both upon them and their Iring. And when Samuel
had thus prophesied to the Hebrews, he dismissed them to
their own homes, having confirmed the kingdom to Saul
the second time.

CHAP. VI.

How the Philistines made another Expedition against the
Hebrews, and were heaten by them.

§1-

NOW Saul chose out of the multitude about three
thousand men, and he took two thousand of them for

his own body-guards, and dwelt himself in the city of Bethel,'

but he gave the rest of them to Jonathan his son to be his

body-guards, and sent him to Gibeah." And Jonathan took
by storm a certain garrison of tlie Philistines, not far from
Gilgal. Por the Philistines of Gibeah had beaten the Jews,
and taken their weapons away, and had put garrisons into

the strongest places in the coimtry, and had forbidden the
Jews to carry any instrument of iron, or to make use of iron

at all. And on account of this prohibition, if their husband-
men required to sharpen any of their tools, whether it were
coulter, or spade, or any instrument of husbandry, they had
to come to the Philistines to do it. Now as soon as the
Philistines heard of the slaughter of their garrison, they
were in a great rage about it, and looking on this con-

tempt as a terrible affront offered them, they marched
against the Jews with three hundred thousand foot, and

' Beiiin. = ggg ^g^g j^ p_ 35y_
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thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand horse, and
pitched their camp near the city of Michmash.' When Saul,

the king of the Hebrews, was informed of this, he went
down to the city of Grilgal," and made proclamation over all

the country, and called on the people to try to regain their

liberty by fighting against the Philistines. And he made
light of their forces, and dej^reciated them as not very con-

siderable, and as not so great but that they might hazard
a battle with them. But when the army of Saul observed
how numerous the Philistines were, they were in great con-

sternation, and some of them hid themselves in caves and
in dens under ground, but the greater part fled into the
land beyond the Jordan, which belonged to Gad and
Eeuben.

§ 2. But Saul sent to the prophet, and summoned him
to consult with him about the war and public affairs. And
he commanded him to stay there for him, and to prepare
sacrifices, for he would come to him after six days, that

they might offer sacrifice on the seventh day, and might
then join battle with their enemies. So he waited,^ as the
prophet ordered him to do, but he did not entirely obey the

command that was given him, for when he saw that the
proj^het tarried longer than he expected, and that he was
being deserted by his soldiers, he took the victims and
offered sacrifice. And when he heard that Samuel was
come, he went out to meet him. And the prophet said he
had not done well in disobeying the injunctions he had sent

him, and by not staying till his coming, which, though

' Now Mukhinds. ^ Jiljulia.
' Saul seems to have stayed till near the time of the evening sacrifice,

on the seventh day, which Samuel the prophet of God had appointed
him, hut not till the end of that day, as he ought to have done ; and
Samuel appears, by delaying to come to the full time of the evenin"
sacrifice on that seventh day, to have tried him (who seems to have
been already, for some time, declining from his strict and bounden
subordination to God and his prophet, to have taken life-guards for
himself and his son, which was entirely a new thing in Israel, and
savoured of a distrust of God's providence, and to have affected more
than he ought that independent authority which the pagan kings took
to themselves) ; Samuel, I say, seems to have here tried Saul, whether
he would stay till the priest came, who alone could lawfully offer the
sacrifices, or would boldly and profanely usurp the priest's office, which
he venturing upon, was justly rejected for his profaneness.—W.
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according to the will of God, he had anticipated by offering

Tip those prayers, and those sacrifices, that he should have
made for the multitude, thereby performing sacred rites

informally and hastily. Thereupon Saul made apology for

himself, and said, that he had waited as many days as

Samuel had appointed him ; that he had been induced to

offer sacrifice from the necessity he was in, and because his

soldiers were departing from him, from their fear of the

enemy's camp at Michmash, the report having spread that

they were coming down upon him to Grilgal. To which
Samuel replied, " If you had been a righteous man, and
not disobeyed me, nor slighted the commands which Grod

suggested to me in the present state of affairs, by acting

more hastily than the case required, you would have been
permitted to reign a long time, and your posterity after

you." Then Samuel, grieved at what had happened,

returned home, and Saul went to the city of Gibeah
with his son Jonathan, having only six hundred men with

him ; and most of these had no weapons, because of the

scarcity of iron in that country, as well as of those that

could make such weapons, for, as I showed a little before,

the Philistines had prohibited the manufacturing of

weapons. Now the PhUistines divided their army into

three companies, and took as many roads, and laid waste

the country of the Hebrews, while king Saul and his son

Jonathan saw what was done, but were not able to defend

the land, as no more than six hundred men were with them.

And as he and his son, and Abiah the high priest, who was

of the posterity of Eli the high priest, were sitting upon a

high hill, and seeing the land laid waste, they were mightily

disturbed at it. Now Saul's son agreed with his armour-

bearer, that they would go privately to the enemy's camp,

and stir up a tumult and panic among them. And when
the armour-bearer readily promised to follow him wherever

he should lead him, though he should die in the attempt,

Jonathan made use of the young man's assistance, and

descended from the hill, and made his way to the enemy.

Now the enemy's camp was upon a precipice, which had

three peaks ending in a small but sharp and long extremity,

while there was a rock that surrounded them, like bulwarks

to prevent the attack of an enemy. It so happened that
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the camp there was carelessly guarded, because of the
security that was felt from the situation of the place, and
because it was thought altogether impossible for anyone
not only to ascend to the camp in that quarter, but so much
as to come near it. As soon, therefore, as they came to the
camp, Jonathan encouraged his armour-bearer, and said to

him. " Let us attack the enemy, and if, when they see us,

they bid us come up to them, let us take that for a signal of

victory ; but if they say nothing and invite us not, let us
return back again." And as they were approaching the
enemy's camp, just after break of day, the Philistines saw
them, and said one to another, " The Hebrews come out of

their dens and caves :
" and they said to Jonathan and to

his armour-bearer, " Come on, ascend up to us, that we
may inflict a just punishment upon you, for your rash
attempt." So Saul's son accepted the invitation, as signi-

fying to him victory, and immediately left the place whence
they were seen by their enemies, and changed his place,

and came to the rock which had none to guard it because
of its strength ; and there they crept up with great diffi-

culty, but so far overcame the natural difficulty of the
ground that they climbed up to the enemy. And they
fell upon them as they were asleep, and slew about twenty
of them, and thereby filled them with disorder and panic,

insomuch that some of them threw away their entire

armour and fled, but most of them, not knowing one
another because they were of different nations, suspected
one another to be enemies (for they did not imagine it

was only two Hebrews that had climbed up), and so they
fought one against another : and some of them died in

battle, and some, as they were fleeing away, were thrown
headlong down the rock.

§ 3. And when Saul's watchmen told the king that the
camp of the Philistines was in confusion, he inquired
whether anybody had gone from the army. And when
he heard that his son, and with him his armour-bearer,
were absent, he bade the high priest take the garments of
his high pi-iesthood, and prophesy to him what success
they would have ; and he said, that they would get the
victory, and prevail over their enemies. So he went out
after the Philistines, and fell upon them as they were in
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disorder and slaying one another. Those who had fled to
dens and caves came running to him, on hearing that Saul
was gaining a victory. When therefore the number of
Hebrews that came to Saul amounted to about ten thousand,
he pursued the enemy who were scattered all over the
country; but then he did an unfortunate thing, and one
liable to be much blamed, whether unwittingly, or from joy
at a victory gained so strangely, for it frequently happens
that persons so fortunate are not able to act with reason.

For wishing to avenge himself, and exact due punishment
from the Philistines, he denounced a curse on the Hebrews,
that if anyone stopped slaughtering the enemy, and ate

anything, and left off the slaughter or pursuit before night
came on and obliged them so to do, he should be accursed.

Now after Saul had uttered this curse, when they were
now in a wood belonging to the tribe of Ephraim, which
was thick and full of bees, Saul's son, who did not hear
his father utter that curse, nor the approbation the multi-

tude gave to it, broke off a piece of a honeycomb and ate

part of it. But meantime he was informed with what a
curse his father had forbidden them to taste anything
before sunset, so he left off eating, and said that his father

had not done well in this prohibition, for had they taken

some food, they would have pursued the enemy with greater

vigour and alacrity, and both taken and slain many more
of them.

§ 4. When therefore they had slain many myriads of

the Philistines, they turned to spoiling the camp of the

Philistines, but not till late in the evening. They also

took a great deal of spoil, and cattle, and killed them, and
ate them with their blood. And it was told to the king by
the scribes, that the multitude was sinning against Grod,

as they sacrificed, and were eating before the blood was
well washed away, and the flesh made clean. Then Saul

gave orders that a great stone should be roUed into the

midst, and made proclamation that they should kill their

sacrifices upon it, and not feed upon the flesh with the

blood, for that was not acceptable to God. And when all

the people did as the king commanded them, Saul erected

an altar there, and offered burnt-offerings upon it to God.

This was the first altar that Saul built.
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§ 5. And Saul wishing to lead his men to the enemy's

camp, in order to plunder it before it was day, and the

soldiers not hesitating to follow him, but indeed showing
great readiness to do as he commanded them, the king

called Ahitub the high priest, and enjoined him to know
of Grod, whether he would grant him permission to go
against the enemy's camp, to destroy those that were in it.

And when the high priest said, that God did not give any
answer, " It is not without some cause," said Saul, " that

Grod refuses to answer what we inquire of him, as onlv a

little while ago he declared to us all that we desired before-

hand, and even anticipated us in his answer. Surely

there is some sin against him, that is concealed from us,

which is the occasion of his silence. Now I swear by him
himself, that though he that hath committed this sin

should prove to be my own son Jonathan, I will slay him,
and so appease the anger of G-od, just as I would punish

a stranger, and one not at all related to me, for the same
offence." And as the multitude cried out to him so to do,

he forthwith set all the rest on one side, and he and his

son stood on the other side, and he sought to discover the

offender by lot. And the lot fell upon Jonathan himself.

And when he was asked by his father what sin he had
been guilty of ? and what he was conscious of in the course

of his life that might be esteemed guilt or profaneness?

his answer was this, " O father, I have done nothing more
than that yesterday, without knowing of the curse and
oath you had pronounced, when I was in pursuit of the

enemy, I tasted a honeycomb." But Saul swore that he
would slay him, and prefer keeping his oath before all the

ties of birth and of nature. And Jonathan was not dis-

mayed at this threatening of death, but offering himself

nobly and magnanimously, said, "Nor do I desire you,

father, to spare me : death will be to me very acceptable,

since it proceeds from your piety, and after a glorious

victory ; for it is the greatest consolation to me that I

leave the Hebrews victorious over the Philistines." There-

upon all the people were very sorry, and greatly afflicted

for Jonathan, and they swore that they would not see

Jonathan die, who was the author of their victory. So
they snatched him out of the danger he was in from his



CHAP. VII.] ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 371

father's curse, while they also made their prayers to Grod
for the young man, that he would forgive his sin.

§ 6. So Saul, having slain about sixty thousand of the
enemy, returned home to his own city, and reigned happily.
He also fought against the neighbouring nations, and
subdued the Ammonites, and Moabites, and PhiUstines,^
and Edomites, and Amalekites, as also the king of Zohah.
He had three sons, Jonathan, and Ishui, and Melchishua,
and two daughters, Merab and Michal. And Abner, his
uncle's son, was captain of his host, the uncle's name was
Ner. For Ner and Kish, the father of Saul, were brothers,
and the sons of Abiel. Saul had also a great many
chariots and horsemen, and against whomever he made
war, he returned conqueror, and advanced the affairs of
the Hebrews to a great degree of success and prosperity,
and made them superior to other nations. And he made
such of the young men that were remarkable for tallness

and comeliness his body-guards.

CHAP. vn.

Saul's War with the Amalekites, and Conquest of them.

§1-

NOW Samuel came to Saul, and said to him, that he
was sent by God to remind him that God had pre-

ferred him above all others and appointed him king,

that he ought therefore to be obedient to him, and to

submit to his authority, as though he had the dominion
over the other tribes, yet God had the dominion over him,
and over all things. He then said that God said to him,
" Since the Amalekites did the Hebrews a great deal of

mischief when they were in the wilderness, when on their

coming out of Eg3rpt they were making their way to that

country which is now their own, I enjoin you to punish
the Amalekites, by making war upon them, and when you
have subdued them, you are to leave none of them alive,

' An Aramean state situated to the east of Coelesyria, and extending
north-east and east to the Euphrates.
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but to slay every age indiscriminately, beginning with the
women and infants, and to exact tbis as a punishment
upon them for the mischief they did to our forefathers.

Tou are to spare nothing, neither asses nor other beasts,

nor to reserve any of them for your own advantage and
possession, but to devote them all to Grod, and, in obedience

to the commands of Moses, to blot out the name of

Amalek ' entirely.

§ 2. So Saul promised to do what he was commanded

;

and supposing that his obedience to God would be shown,
not only by making war against the Amalekites, but also

by the readiness and quickness of his proceedings, he
made no delay, but immediately gathered together all his

forces ; and when he had numbered them in Grilgal,^ he
found them to be about four hundred thousand Israelites,

besides the tribe of Judah, which contained by itself thirty

thousand. Accordingly, Saul made an irruption into the
country of the Amalekites, and set many men in several

parties in ambush at the river, that so he might not only

injure them by open fighting, but might fall upon them
unexpectedly when on the march, and might surround
them and till them. And when he had joined battle

with the enemy he beat them, and, pursuing them as

they fled, destroyed them all. And when that under-
taking had succeeded according as God had foretold, he
attacked the cities of the Amalekites, and besieged them,
and took them by storm, some by warlike machines, some
by mines dug under ground, some by building walls on the
outside, some by famine, and some by other methods, and
proceeded to slay women and children, and thought he did
not therein act either barbarously or inhumanly, first,

because they were enemies whom he thus treated, and in

' The reason of this severity is distinctly given, 1 Sam. xv. 18 :
" Go,

and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites." Nor, indeed, do we
ever meet with these Amalekites but as very cruel and bloody people,

and particularly seeking to injure and utterly to destroy the nation of
Israel, Exod. xvii. 8-16; Numb. xiv. 45 ; Deut. xxv. 17-19; Judges
vi. 3, 6 ; 1 Sam. xv. 33 ; Psalm Ixxxiii. 7 ; and above all the most
barbarous of all cruelties, that of Haman the Agagite, or one of the
posterity of Agag, the old king of the Amalekites, Esther iii. 1-16.—W.

' In 1 Sam. xv. 4, the place of assembly is said to have been Telaim

;

the reading of the Lxx., however, agrees with Josephus.
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the next place, because it was done by the command of

God, whom it was dangerous not to obey. He also took
Agag, the enemy's king, captive ; the beauty and tallness

of whose body he admired so much, that he thought him
worthy of saving alive, no longer acting according to the
will of God, but giving way to private feeling, and gratify-

ing an unseasonable pity, in a case where it was not safe

for him to indulge it. For God hated the nation of the

Amalekites to such a degree, that he commanded Saul to

have no pity even on those infants whom we by natiure

especially commiserate, howbeit Saul preserved their king,

though the instigator of all the miseries of the Hebrews,
as if he preferred the fine appearance of the enemy to the

memory of what God had sent him about. The multitude
also were guilty as well as Saul, for they spared the herds

and the flocks, and took them for a prey, when God had
commanded they should not spare them. They also carried

off with them all their substance and wealth, but if there

was anything that was not worthy of their attention, that

they destroyed.

§ 3. And when Saul had conquered all the Amalekites

that reached from Pelusium ' in Egypt to the Red Sea, he

laid waste all the rest of the enemy's country ; but for the

nation of the Shechemites,^ he did not touch them, although

they dwelt in the very middle of the land of Midian

;

' for,

Saul had sent to them before the battle, and charged

them to depart thence, lest they should be partakers of the

ruin of the Amalekites, for his reason for saving them was
that they were of the kindred of Eaguel, Moses' father-

in-law.

§ 4. Then Saul returned home with joy at his success

against the enemies, as though he had not neglected any-

thing which the prophet had enjoined him to do, when he

was going to make war with the Amalekites, and as though

he had exactly observed aU that he ought to have done.

' The Sin of Ezek. xxx. 15 ; the ruins are to be found at Tineh, not

far from Port Said.
2 In 1 Sam. xv. 6, the name is given as ' the Kenites.'

' The land of Midian appears in this passage to include the desert

et-Tih, and not to be confined to the country east of the Gulf of

'Akabah.
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But God was angry that the king of the Amalekites was
preserved alive, and that the multitude had seized on the
cattle for a prey, because it was done without his permis-

sion ; for he thought it an intolerable thing, that they

should conquer and overcome their enemies by the power
which he gave them, and then that he himself should be so

grossly despised and disobeyed by them, that a mere man,
that was a king, would not bear it. He therefore told

Samuel the prophet, that he repented he had made Saul
king, as he did nothing that he commanded him, but in-

dulged his own inclinations. When Samuel heard that he
was very troubled, and began to beseech God all that night

to be reconciled to Saul, and not to be angry with him

:

but he did not grant that forgiveness to Saul which the

prophet asked for, not deeming it fit to grant forgiveness

of sins at his entreaties, for they grow by nothing so much
as the indulgence of those that are wronged, for while people

hunt after the reputation of being gentle and good-natured,

before they are aware, they produce the very sins. As
soon therefore as God had rejected the intercession of the

prophet, and it plainly appeared he would not change his

mind, Samuel at break of day came to Saul to Gilgal.

When the king saw him, he ran up to him, and embraced
him, and said, " I return thanks to God who has given me
the victory, and have done everjrthing that he commanded
me." To which Samuel replied, " How is it then that I

hear the bleating of sheep, and the lowing of cattle in the

camp ? " Saul made answer that the people had reserved

them for sacrifice, but that, as to the nation of the
Amalekites, it was entirely destroyed, as he had been
ordered, and that no one was left, but that he had saved
the king alive alone, and brought him to him, concerning

whom he said they would advise together what should l>e

done with him. But the prophet said, " God is not de-

lighted with sacrifices, but with good and righteous men,
who are such as follow his will and his laws, and never
think that anything is well done by them, but when they
do it as God has commanded them : for he looks upon
himself as affronted, not when anyone does not sacrifice,

but when anybody appears to be disobedient to him. And
from those who do not obey him, nor pay him that duty
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which is the only true and acceptable worship, he wiU not
kindly accept their oblations, be those they offer never so

many and fat, and be the presents they make him never
so ornamental,—nay, though they be made of gold and
silver, he will reject them, and esteem them arguments
of wickedness, and not piety. And he is delighted with
those that still bear in mind this one thing, and this

only, how to do whatever God tells or commands them to

do, and to choose rather to die than transgress any of those

commands, nor does he require so much as a sacrifice from
them. And when such do sacrifice, though it be but a
mean oblation, he better accepts of the honour than such
oblations as come from the richest men. Know then that

you are under the wrath of God, for you have despised and
neglected what he commanded you. How do you suppose
that he will accept a sacrifice of such things as he has
doomed to destruction ? unless perchance you imagine
that it is all one to offer it in sacrifice to God as to

destroy it. Expect therefore that your kingdom will be
taken from you, as well as the authority which you
so relied on as to neglect the God who bestowed it upon
you." Then did Saul confess that he had acted wrong,
and did not deny that he had sinned in transgressing

the injunctions of the prophet, but he said, that it was
out of dread and fear of the soldiers that he did not pro-

hibit and restrain them when they seized on the prey.
" But forgive me," said he, " and be merciful to me, for I

will be cautious how I offend for the time to come." He
also entreated the prophet to go back with him, and offer

thank-offerings to God ; but Samuel went home, because

he saw that God would not be reconciled to him.

§ 5. And now Saul was so desirous to retain Samuel,

that he took hold of his cloak, and because Samuel's

eagerness to depart made the tugging violent, the cloak

was rent. Upon which the prophet said, that the king-

dom should be rent from him in the same manner, and
that a good and just man should take it ; that God per-

severed in what he had decreed about him ; for to be

mutable and changeable in what was determined con-

sorted with human passion only, not with the divine

power. Then Saul said that he had done wrong, but that
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what was done could not be undone, he therefore begged
him to honour him so far, that the multitude might see

that he would accompany him in worshipping Grod. So
Samuel granted him that favour, and went with him and
worshipped God. Agag, also, the king of the Amalekites,

was brought to him ; and when he asked, how death was
bitter, Samuel said : "As thou hast made many of the

Hebrew mothers to lament and bewail their children, so

shalt thou by thy death cause thy mother to lament thee

also." And he gave orders to slay him immediately at

Gilgal, and himself returned to the city of Eamah.

CHAP. vni.

How, upon Saul's Transgressing of the Prophet's Gommands,
Samuel anointed privately another Person to he King,
whose name was David, as God commanded him.

§1-
''"PHEN Saul being sensible of the miserable condition he
J- had brought himself into, and that he had made G-od

to be his enemy, went up to his royal palace at G-ibeah,'

which name denotes a hill, and after that day came no
more into the presence of the prophet. And as Samuel
continued mourning for him, Grod bade him leave off his

concern for him, and take the holy oil, and go to Beth-
lehem ' to Jesse, the son of Obed, and anoint the one of

his sons he should show him as the future king. But
Samuel said, he was afraid lest Saul, when he came to

know of it, should kill him, either privately or openly.

But upon God's promising him safety in going there, he
went to the forementioned city, and when they all saluted

him, and asked, " What was the cause of his coming ?
"

he told them, he came to sacrifice to God. When, there-

fore, he had sacrificed, he called Jesse and his sons to

partake of the sacrifice, and when he noticed that his eldest

son was tall and handsome, he guessed by his comeliness

that he was to be the future king. But he was mistaken

1 See note 1, p. .300, " Beit Lahm.
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in judging of God's purpose, for when he inquired of Grod
whether he should anoint with oil this youth, whom he so
admired, and esteemed worthy of the kingdom ? God said,
" Men do not see as God seeth. Tou indeed regard only
the fine appearance of the youth, and so esteem him
worthy of the kingdom, while I propose the kingdom as
a reward, not of the beauty of bodies, but of the virtue of

souls, and I seek one that is perfectly comely in that
respect, one who is adorned with piety, and righteousness,

and bravery, and obedience, for in them consists the come-
liness of the soul." When God had said this, Samuel bade
Jesse show him all his sons. So he made five other of

his sons come to him, of whom Eliab was the eldest,

Aminadab the second, Shammah the third, Nathanael the
fourth, Eael the fifth, and Asam the sixth. And when
the prophet saw that these were no way inferior to the
eldest in their looks, he inquired of God, which of them it

was whom he chose as the king ? And when God said it

was none of them, he asked Jesse, whether he had any
other sons besides these ? and when he said he had one
more, named David, but that he was a shepherd and took
care of the flocks, Samuel bade them caU him immediately,
for till he was come they could not possibly sit down to

the feast. Now as soon as his father had sent for David,

and he was come, he appeared to be of a ruddy complexion,

of keen sight, and a comely person in other respects also.

Tliis is he, said Samuel privately to himself, whom it

pleases God to make king.—So he sat down to the feast,

and placed the youth next him, and then Jesse and his sons
;

after which he took oil, in the sight of David, and anointed

him, and whispered him in the ear, and acquainted him
that God had chosen him to be king : and exhorted him to

be righteous, and obedient to his commands, for so his

kingdom would continue for a long time, and his house

would be of great splendour and celebrated, and he would
overthrow the Philistines, and against whatever nation he

made war, he would be conqueror, and survive the fight,

and while he hved would enjoy a glorious name, and leave

such a name to his posterity also.

§ 2. And Samuel, when he had given him these in-

structions, went away, and the Spirit of the Lord departed
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from Saul, and removed to David ; who, upon this removal
of the Divine Spirit to him, began to prophesy. But as

for Saul, some strange disorders and evil spirits came upon
him, and brought upon him such suffocations as were
ready to choke him, for which the physicians could devise

no other remedy but that, if any person could charm those

evil spirits away by singing and playing upon the harp,

they advised them to inquire for such a one, and to observe

when these evil spirits came upon him and disturbed him,
and to take care that such a person might stand near him
and play on the harp, and recite hymns to him. And Saul

did not delay, but commanded them to seek out such a

person. And when one of those that were present said that

he had seen in the city of Bethlehem a son of Jesse, who
was no more yet than a child in age, but comely and beauti-

ful, and in other respects one deserving of regard, who was
skiKul in playing on the harp, and in singing of hymns,
and an excellent soldier in war, he sent to Jesse and
ordered him to take David away from the flocks, and send

him to him, for he wished to see him, having heard of his

comeliness and valour. So Jesse sent his son, and gave

him presents to carry to Saul. And when he was come,

Saul was pleased with him, and made him his armour-
bearer, and held him in very great esteem, for he charmed
his passion, and was his only physician against the trouble

he had from the evil spirits whenever they came upon him,

and that by reciting of hymns and playing upon the harp,

and making Saul himself again. So he sent to Jesse the

father of the lad, and desired him to permit David to stay

with him, for he was delighted with his sight and company,
which stay, not to contradict Saul, he granted.



CHAP. IX.

J

ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 3 79

CHAP. IX.

How the Philistines made another Expedition against the

Helrews, in the Meign of Saul, and how they were overcome
by David's slaying Goliath in single Combat.

§1.

NOW the Philistines gathered themselves together again
no very long time after, and having got together a

great army, marched against the Israelites : and having
occupied a place between Socoh ' and Azekah,^ pitched their

camp there. Saul also drew out his army to oppose them;
and by pitching his own camp on a certain hill, he forced

the Philistines to leave their former camp, and to encamp
upon another similar hill, over against that on which Saul's

army lay, so that a valley, which was between the two hills

on which they lay, divided their camps. Now there came
down a man from the camp of the Philistines, whose name
was Groliath, of the city of Grath,^ a man of vast bulk, for he
was four cubits and a span in height, and had weapons
proportioned to the largeness of his body, for he had a
breastplate on that weighed five thousand shekels ; he had
also a helmet and greaves of brass as large as you would
naturally suppose might cover the limbs of so vast a body.

His spear also was not a light thing to be carried in his

right hand, but he carried it lying on his shoulders. His

lance also weighed six hundred shekels : and many followed

him carrying his armour. So this Goliath stood between
the two armies, as they were ia battle array, and cried out

in a loud voice, and said to Saul and to the Hebrews, " I

will free you from fighting and from dangers ; for what
necessity is there that your army should faU and be

afflicted ? Give me a man of yours that will fight with

me, and he that conquers shall end the war ; for that army
to which the conqueror belongs shall be lord over the

' Khurhet Shuwcikeh.
^ Now Zakariya, S.S.W. of 'Ain Shems, Eethshemesh. The valley

between the two armies is now called Wddy es-Sunf.

» Telles-Sdfi.
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other, aad certainlv it is mucli better, and more prudent,

to gain what you desire by the hazard of one man than of

all." When he had said this, he retired to his own camp

;

but the next day he came again and used the same words,

and did not leave off forty days together challenging the

eaemy in the same words, till Saul and his army were

therewith terrified. And they put themselves in array as

if for a fight, but did not come to close quarters.

§ 2. Now at the commencement of this war between the

Hebrews and the Philistines, Saul sent David home to his

father Jesse, and contented himself with those three sons

of his whom he had sent to his assistance to share in the

dangers of the war ; and at first David returned to feed

his sheep and his flocks ; but no long time after he went
to the camp of the Hebrews, being sent by his father to

carry provisions to his brothers, and to know what they

were doing. And as Goliath came again and challenged

them, and reproached them with having no man of valour

among them that durst come down to fight him, David,

who was talking with his brethren about the business for

which his father had sent him, heard the Philistine re-

proaching and abusing the army, and was indignant, and
said to his brothers that he was ready to fight a single

combat with this adversary. Thereupon Eliab, his eldest

brother, reproved him, and said that he spoke too rashly

for one of his age, and ignorantly, and bade him return to

his flocks and to his father. And he was abashed at his

brother's words and went away, but still told some of the

soldiers that he wished to fight with him that challenged

them. And when they had informed Saul of the desire of

the young man, the king sent for him, and when he asked
what he had to say, he replied, " king, be not cast down
or afraid, for I will take down the insolence of this ad-

versary, and will go and fight with him, and subdue him
under me, tall and big as he is, till he shall be a laughing-

stock, and your army shall get great glory, when he shall

be slain by one that is not yet of man's estate, nor fit for

fighting, or being intrusted with the marshalling of an
army, or ordering of a battle, but one that looks like a

lad, and is really no older."

§ 3. And Saul wondered at the boldness and stout-
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lieartediiess of David, but had not confidence in his ability
by reason of his age ; but said he must on that account be
too weak to fight with one that was skilful in the art of
war. " I undertake this enterprise," said David, " in de-
pendence on God's being with me, for I have had experience
already of his assistance ; for I once pursued and caught
a lion that had attacked my flocks and carried off a lamb,
and I snatched the lamb out of the beast's mouth, and
when it rushed at me, I took it by the tail, and dashed it

against the ground. In the same manner did I avenge
myself on a bear also. Let therefore this adversary of
ours be esteemed as one of those wild beasts, since he has
a long while reproached our army, and blasphemed our
Grod, who will yet reduce him under my own power."

§ 4. Then Saul prayed that the end might be, by God's
assistance, as the alacrity and boldness of the lad promised,
and said, " Go to the fight." And he put about him his own
breast-plate, and girded on him his own sword, and fitted

the helmet to his head, and sent him away. But David
was burdened with the kiag's armour, for he had not
learned or been used to wear armour, so he said, " Let this

armour deck you out, king, seeing you are able to bear
it, but give me leave to fight as your servant, and as I
myself desire." Accordingly, he laid down the armour,
and taking his staff with him, and putting five stones out
of the brook into his shepherd's bag, and having a sling

in his right hand, he went towards Goliath. But the
enemy, seeing him coming in such a manner, disdained
him, and jeered at him for not having such weapons with
him as are usual when one man fights against another, but
such as are used in driving away and keeping off dogs,

and said, " Dost thou take me not for a man, but a dog? "

To which he replied, " No, not for a dog, but for a creature

worse than a dog." This provoked Goliath to anger, who.
thereupon cursed him by the name of God, and threatened

to give his flesh to the beasts of the earth, and to the
fowls of the air, to be torn to pieces by them. To whom
David answered, " Thou comest against me with a sword
and with a spear, and with a breast-plate, but I, in coming
against thee, have God for my armour, who will destroy

thee and aU thy army by my hands. For I will this day
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cut ofE thy head, and cast the rest of thy body to dogs

like thee, and all men shall learn that God is the protector

of the Hebrews, and that our armour and strength is his

care, and that, without God's assistance, all other warlike

preparations and power are useless." So the Philistine

being retarded by the weight of his armour from advancing

to meet David quickly, came on but slowly, despising him
and feeling confident that he should slay him, as he was
not only unarmed, but a lad also, without any trouble at

all.

§ 5. But the youth met his antagonist accompanied by
an invisible assistant, who was no other than God himself.

And taking one of the stones out of the brook that he had
put into his shepherd's bag, and fitting it to his sling, he

slung it against the Philistine's forehead, and it penetrated

to his brain, insomuch that Goliath was stunned and fell

upon his face. Then Da^dd ran, and stood over his adver-

sary as he lay down, and cut off his head with his own
sword, for he had no sword himself. And upon the fall of

Goliath the Philistines were beaten and fled : for when
they saw their champion prostrate on the ground, they

were afraid of utter ruin, and resolved not to stay any
longer, but committed themselves to an ignominious and
disorderly flight, and so endeavoured to extricate them-
selves from the dangers they were in. But Saul and the

entire army of the Hebrews raised a shout, and rushed

upon them, and slew a great number of them, and pursued

the rest to the borders of Gath, and to the gates of

Ascalon,' and thirty thousand of the Philistines were
slain, and twice as many were wounded. And Saul re-

turned from the pursuit to the camp of the Philistines,

and broke down and set on fire its works, and David carried

the head of Goliath into his own tent, but dedicated his

sword to God.
' 'Askaldn.
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CHAP. X.

Saul envies David for his glorious Success, and takes an
Occasion of entrapping him, from the Promise he made
him of giving him his Daughter in Marriage, on Condition

of his hringing six hundred Heads of the Philistines.

§ 1-

NOW the women stirred up Saul's envy and liatred to

David ; for they came to meet the victorious army
with cymbals, and drums, and every demonstration of joy,

and the wives sang, " Saul has slain his thousands of the
Philistines," while the virgins replied, " David has slain

his ten thousands." Now, when the king heard them sing-

ing thus, and noticed that he had himself the smallest

share in their praises, and that the greater number, the

ten thousands, were ascribed to the young man ; and when
he considered with himself, that there was nothing more
wanting to David after such a mighty acclamation but the

kingdom, he began to be afraid and suspicious of him. So
he removed him from the station he was in before, for he
was his armour-bearer, which out of his fear seemed too

near a station to himself, so he made him captain over a

thousand, and bestowed on him a post better indeed in

itself, but as he thought, more dangerous for him, for he

had a mind to send him against the enemy and into battles,

hoping he would be slain in such dangerous conflicts.

§ 2. But David had God going along with him wherever

he went, and accordingly it was visible that he greatly

prospered in his undertakings, insomuch that not only the

people, but Saul's daughter, who was stUl a virgin, fell in

love with him on account of his eminent bravery, and her

afEection so far mastered her that it could not be concealed,

and her father became acquainted with it. Now Saul heard

of it gladly, intending to make use of it as a snare against

David, and hoping that it would prove the cause of de-

struction and danger to him, so he told those that informed

him of his daughter's affection, that he would willingly

give David the virgin in marriage, and said, "I pledge
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myself to give my daughter in marriage to him, if he will

bring me six hundred heads of my enemies. For, as so

great a prize is offered him, wishing to get great glory hy
undertaking a thing so dangerous and incredible, he will

immediately set about it, and so perish by the hand of the

Philistines, and my designs against him will succeed finely,

for I shall be rid of him and get him slain, not by myself,

but by others." So he gave orders to his servants to try

how David relished this proposal of marrying the damsel.

Accordingly, they began to tell him, that king Saul loved

him, as did all the people, and was desirous of affinity

with him by his marrying his daughter. To which he gave

this answer, " Seemeth it to you a light thing to be made
the king's son-in-law? It does not seem so to me, espe-

cially as I am in a lowly condition, and without any
glory or honour." Now when Saul was informed by his

servants of the answer David had made, he said, "Tell him,

that I do not want any money or dowry from him, which
would be rather to set my daughter to sale than to give her

in marriage, but I desire a son-in-law who has valour

and all other kinds of virtue, of which I see David is pos-

sessed. And my desire is to receive from him, on account

of his marrying my daughter, neither gold nor silver, nor
that he should bring such wealth out of his father's house,

but only some revenge on the Philistines, and, indeed, six

hundred of their heads. For no more desirable or glorious

present could be brought me than this, and it is far more
desirable than any of the accustomed dowries for my
daughter, that she should be married to a man of David's

character, who had a reputation for Iiaving conquered
his enemies."

§ 3. When these words of Saul were repeated to David,

he was pleased with them, and supposed that Saul was
really desirous of this affinity with him, so that, without
waiting to deliberate or cast about in his mind whether
what was proposed was possible or difficult, he and his

companions immediately set upon the enemy, and went
about doing what was proposed as the condition of the
marriage. And, as God made all things easy and possible

to David, he slew many of the Philistines, and cut off the
heads of six hundred of them, and returned to the king, and.
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sho-wing him these heads, asked the hand of his daughter
in marriage. And Saul having no way of getting off his
promise, thinking it a base thing either to seem a liar, or
to appear to have acted treacherously to David, in putting
him upon what was impossible, to try and get him slain,

gave him his daughter in marriage. Her name was
Michal.

CHAP. XI.

How David, upon Saul's laying Snares for him, escaped the

Danger he was in, by the Affection and Care of Jonathan,
and the Contrivance of his Wife Michal : and how he went
to Sanmel the Prophet.

§1-
HOWEVEE, Saul was not disposed to let things con-

tinue long in the state in which they were, for when he
saw that David was in great esteem both with Grod and
with the multitude, he was afraid ; and being unable to

conceal his fear as it was about great things, his kingdom
and his life, to be deprived of either of which was a dread-
ful calamity, he resolved to have David slain, and com-
manded his son Jonathan, and his most faithful servants,

to kUl him. But Jonathan wondered at his father's im-

mense change with respect to David, from showing him no
small good-will, to want to have him kiUed, and as he loved

the young man and reverenced him for his virtue, he in-

formed him of the secret orders his father had given, and
of his intentions concerning him. And he also advised him
to take care and be absent the next day, for he would visit

his father ; and, if he met with a favourable opportunity,

he would discourse with him about David, and learn the

cause of his dislike, and show how little ground there was
for it, and that he ought not for it to kiU. a man that had
done so much for the people, and had been a benefactor to

himself, on which account he ought in reason to obtain

pardon, even had he been guilty of the greatest crimes. " I

will inform you," he added, " of my father's state of mind."
And David complied with such good advice, and kept him-
self out of the king's sight.
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§ 2. The next day Jonathan went to Saul, and finding

him cheerful and gav, began to introduce conversation about
David. " What crime, father, either small or great, have

you found in David, to induce you to order us to slay a

man who has been of great use as regards your own pre-

servation, and of still greater as a scourge to the Philis-

tines ?—a man who has delivered the people of the Hebrews
from reproach and derision, which they underwent for forty

days together, as he alone had courage enough to sustain

the challenge of the adversary, and after that brought as

many heads of our enemies as he was appointed to bring,

and had, as a reward for the same, my sister in marriage

;

so that his death would be very sorrowful to us, not only

on account of his virtue, but on account of the nearness

of our relation to him, for your daughter is wronged by
his death, who will experience widowhood by it before she

has enjoyed much advantage from marriage. Consider these

things, and change your mind to a more merciful temper,

and do no mischief to a man, who, in the first place, has

done us the greatest kindness in preserving you, for when
an evil spirit and demons had seized upon you, he cast

them out, and procured peace to your soul from them ; and
in the second place, he avenged us of our enemies ; and it

is a base thing to forget such benefits." Now Saul was
talked over by these words, and swore to his son that he
would do David no harm, for justice and reason overcame
the king's anger and fear. So Jonathan sent for David,

and brought him good and reassuring messages from his

father. Jonathan also took David to Saul, and he continued

with the king as before.

§ 3. About this time the Philistines made a second ex-

pedition against the Hebrews, and Saul sent David with an
army to fight against them ; and joining battle with them, he
slew many of them, and after his victory returned to the

king. But his reception by Saul was not what he expected
after such success, for the king was grieved at his victory,

because he thought David would be more dangerous to him
after so glorious an exploit, and when the evil spirit came
next upon him, and put him into disorder, and disturbed
him, he called for David into the chamber wherein he lay,

having a spear in his hand, and ordered him to drive the evil
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sj>irit away by playing on his harp, and singing hymns, and
when David did so at his command, he threw the spear
with great force at him, but David was aware of it before
it came, and avoided it, and fled to his own house, and
abode there all that day.

§ 4. But at night the king sent officers, and commanded
that he should be watched till morning, lest he should get

quite away, that he might be tried and condemned and put
to death. But when Michal, David's wife and the king's

daughter, heard what her father designed, she went to

her husband, having small hopes of his deliverance, and
greatly concerned about her own life also, for she could not
bear to live in case she were deprived of him ; and she

said, " Let not the sun find you here when it rises, for if

it does it will be the last time it will see you. Flee

away while the night gives you opportunity ; and may God
lengthen it for your sake ! for know that, if my father find

you, you are a dead man." And she let him down by a

cord from the window, and saved him ; and after she had
done so, she fitted up a bed for him as if he were sick, and
put under the bed-clothes a goat's liver, and when her

father, as soon as it was day, sent to seize David, she

said to the officers that he had not been well that night,

and showed them the bed covered, and made them
believe by the leaping of the liver, which caused the bed-

clothes to move also, that David lay there and breathed

like one that was asthmatic. So when those that were sent

told Saul that David had not been well in the night, he

ordered him to be brought just as he was, for he intended

to kill him. And when they came, and uncovered the bed,

and found out the woman's contrivance, they told it to the

king ; and when her father complained of her, that she had
saved his enemy, and had put a trick upon himself, she in-

vented a plausible defence for herself, and said, that David
threatened to kill her, and she lent him her assistance to

save him out of fear ; for which she ought to be forgiven,

because it was not of her own free choice, but from neces-

sitv. " For " (she added) " I do not suppose that you were as

zealous to kill your enemy, as that I should be saved alive."

So Saul forgave the damsel, and David, when he had
escaped this danger, went to the prophet Samuel to Eamah,
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and told him what snares the king had laid for him, and
how he was very nearly killed by Saul's throwing a spear

at him, although he had been no way guilty in his dealings

with him, nor had he been cowardly in his battles with his

enemies, but had succeeded well in them all by G-od's

assistance : which was indeed the cause of Saul's hatred

to David.

§ 5. When the prophet heard of the unjust dealing

of the king, he left the city of Eamah,' and took David
with him, to a certain place called Galbaath," and there

he abode with him. But when it was told Saul that

David was with the prophet, he sent soldiers to him, and
ordered them to arrest David, and bring him to him

:

but when they came to Samuel, and found there a com-
pany of prophets, they became partakers of the divine

Spirit, and began to prophesy. And when Saul heard of

this, he sent others to David, who prophesying in like

manner as did the first, he again sent others, which third

company prophesying also, he was at last angry, and went
there in great haste himseK ; and when he was near the

place, Samuel, before he saw him, made him prophesy also.

And when Saul came to him, he was troubled in mind and
agitated, and stripped off his garments, and fell down, and
lay on the ground all that day and night, in the presence

of Samuel and David.

§ 6. And David went thence to Jonathan, the son of

Saul, and complained to him of the snares that were laid

for him by his father, and said that though he had been
guilty of no evil, and had not offended against him, yet he
was very anxious to get him killed. Tlien Jonathan exhorted

him not to give credit to his own suspicions, nor to the

calumnies of those that raised those reports, if there were
any that did so, but to attend to him and take courage, for

his father had no such intention against him, for he
would have acquainted him with the matter, and taken his

advice, had it been so, as he used to consult with him in

' See note 1, p. 354.
^ In 1 Sam. xix. 19, the place is called Naiotli in Ramah. It is evi-

dent that Naioth, or Galbaath, was not actually in Kamah, though close

to it. Naioth, the ' house of instruction,' was probably the ' school of

the prophets' in which Samuel taught.
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all other affairs. But David swore to Tiim that it was so,

and asked him rather to believe him, and to provide for

his safety, than to disbelieve the actual truth, but he would
believe what he said, when he should either see him killed,

or hear of his being killed. He said also that the reason
why his father did not tell Jonathan of all this was that he
knew of the friendship and affection that he had to him.

§ 7. Then Jonathan, being sad that this intention of

Saul's was so clearly proved, asked him, " What he would
have him do for him." To which David replied, " I know
that you are willing to gratify me in everything, and to do
whatever I desire. Now to-morrow is the new moon, and I
am accustomed to sit down then with the king at supper.

Ifow, if it seem good to you, I will go out of the city, and
conceal myself privately in the plain ; and if Saul inquire

why I am absent, tell him that I am gone to my own city

Bethlehem, to keep the festival with my own tribe, and
add also that you gave me leave to do so. And if he
say, as is usually said in the case of absent friends, " He
did well to go," then be sure that no latent mischief

or enmity is to be feared at his hands ; but if he answer
otherwise, it will be a sure sign that he has some design

against me. So you shall inform me of your father's state

of mind, out of pity to my case and friendship for me,
of which friendship we have mutually taken and given

j)ledges, though you are master, I servant. But if you
find any wickedness in me, anticipate your father by killing

me yourself."

§ 8. But Jonathan heard these last words with indigna-

tion, and promised to do what David asked of him, and to

inform him if his father's answer implied any savage inten-

tion or enmity against him. And that he might the more
depend upon him, he took him out into the open, into the

pure air, and swore that he would neglect nothing that

would be for the safety of David, and said, '• I appeal

to that Grod, who, as you see, is everywhere, and knows
this intention of mine before I put it into words, to

witness my covenant with you, that I will not leave off

making frequent trials of the purpose of my father, tiU I

learn whether there be any mischief brewing in the secret

parts of his soul ; and when I have learnt it, I will not
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conceal it from you, but -will discover to you whetlier lie be
favourably or evilly disposed to you. For Grod knows tlat

I pray lie may always be with you, for he is with you now,
and will not forsake you, and will make you superior to

your enemies, whether my father be one of them, or I my-
self. Do you only remember this, and if I die, preserve

my children alive, and requite the kindness you have now
received to them." When he had thus sworn he dismissed

David, and bade him go to a certain place in the plain

where he used to take exercise, for as soon as he knew the

mind of his father, he would come there to him with one
servant only : and " if (added he) I shoot three darts at

the mark, and then bid my servant carry those three darts

away, for they are before him, know that there is no mis-

chief to be feared from my father ; but if you hear me say

the contrary, expect the contrary from the king. Anyhow
you shaU gain security through me, and shall suffer no
harm, but do not forget me in the time of your prosperity,

but befriend my children." And David, when he had re-

ceived these assurances from Jonathan, went his way to the

place appointed.

§ 9. On the next day, which was the new moon, the king,

when he had purified himself as the custom was, went to

supper, and there sat by him his son Jonathan on his right

hand, and Abner, the captain of his host, on the other

hand, and he saw David's seat was empty, but said nothing,

supposing that he had not purified himself since he had
companied with his wife, and so was too late. But when
he saw that he was not there the second day of the month
either, he inquired of his son Jonathan why the son of

Jesse had not come to the supper and the feast either the
day before or that day. Then Jonathan said, according to

the agreement between them, that he was gone to his own
city, where his tribe kept a festival, and that by his per-

mission : and that he had also invited him to go to their

sacrifice: and Jonathan added, "If you will give me leave,

I will go thither, for you know my good-will to him."
Then it was that Jonathan perceived his father's hatred to

David, and plainly saw his entire disposition to him, for

Saul could not restrain his anger, but reproached Jonathan,
and called him the son of runagates and an enemy, and
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said that lie was a partner with. David and his ally, and
that by his behaviour he showed he had no regard to him
or his mother, and would not be persuaded of the fact, that
while David was alive, the kingdom was not secure to
them. Furthermore he bade him send for David, that he
might be punished. And when Jonathan said in answer,
" What has he done, that you will punish him for ? " Saul
no longer contented himself with showing his anger in mere
words and abuse, but snatched up his spear, and rushed at
Jonathan, wishing to kill him. He did not, indeed, do
what he intended, because he was hindered by his friends,

but it appeared plainly to his son that he hated David, and
greatly desired to despatch him, insomuch that he had
almost slain his son with his own hands on his account.

§ 10. Then the king's son rose hastily from supper : and
not being able to eat anything for grief, he wept all that
night, not onlybecause hehimself had been near destruction,

but because the death of David was determined on. But
as soon as it was day, he went out into the plain that was
before the city, as if going to take exercise, but in reality

to inform his friend of the disposition his father was in

towards him, as he had agreed to do. And when Jonathan
had done all that had been agreed, he dismissed his servant

that followed him to return to the city, but he himself
went into the desert to meet David and commune -with him.
Amd he appeared and fell at Jonathan's feet, and bowed
down to him, and called him the preserver of his life ; but
Jonathan lifted him up from the ground, and they mutually
embraced one another, and made a long greetiag, and that

not without tears. They also lamented the loss of their

companionship and intimacy which envy would now dejOTve

them of, and that separation which must now be expected,

which seemed to them no better than death itself. At last,

recovering with difBculty from their lamentation, and ex-

horting one another to be mindful of the oaths they had
sworn to each other, they parted.
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CHAP. XII.

How David fled to Ahimelech, and afterwards to the Kings
of the Philistines and Moabites, and how Saul slew Ahime-
lech and his Family.

§ 1-

BUT David fled from the king, and deatli at his hands,
and went to the city of Nob ' to Ahimelech the jmest,

who, when he saw him coming alone, and neither friend

nor servant mth him, wondered at it, and wished to know
the reason why there was nobody with him ? To which
David answered, " That the king had commanded him to

do a certain thing that was to be kept secret, for which he
had no occasion for anyone to accompany him ; however, I
have ordered my servants to meet me at this place." And
he asked him to let him have something to eat ; and in

case he supplied him, he would act the part of a friend,

and assist him in his projects ; and when he had obtained
this, he also asked him whether he had any weapons with
him, either sword or spear ? ISTow there was at Nob a ser-

vant of Saul's, by birth a SjTian, whose name was Doeg,
who kept the king's mules. The high priest said that he
had no such weapons, but he added that there was the
sword of G-oliath, which, when David had slain the Philis-

tine, he had himself dedicated to God.

§ 2. And David took that sword, and fled from the
country of the Hebrews to Gath which belonged to the
Philistines, where Achish reigned. And the king's servants
recognized him, and he was made known to the king him-
self, the servants informing him that he was that David
who had killed many ten thousands of the Philistines. So
David was afraid lest the king should jjut him to death,
and that he should experience that danger from him for
which he had fled from Saul ; he therefore pretended to be
distracted and mad, so that his spittle ran out of his mouth,
and he did other like actions Ijefore the king of Gath,

' Nothing remains to indicate tlie site of Nob. It was within sight of
Jerusalem, and possibly near fS/i'afal, on the road from the north.
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which might make him believe that they proceeded from
madness. And the king was very angry with his servants
for bringing him a madman ; and he gave orders that they
should immediately turn David out of the city.

§ 3. When David had got safe out of G-ath in this

manner, he went to the tribe of Judah, and abode in a
cave near the city of Adullam.' And he sent to his brothers
and informed them where he was. And they came to him
with aU their kindred, and as many others as were either
in want, or in fear of king Saul, repaired to him, and told
him they were ready to obey his orders. They were in all

about four hundred. Whereupon he took courage, now
such a force and assistance was come to him, so he re-

moved thence and went to the king of the Moabites, and
begged him to entertain his parents in his country, while
the issue of his affairs was in such an uncertain condition.

Tlie king granted him this favour, and paid great respect

to David's parents all the time they were with him.

§ 4. As for himself, upon the prophet's commanding
him to leave the desert, and go into the portion of the
tribe of Judah and abide there, he complied therewith ; and
coming to the city of Hareth," which belonged to that tribe,

he remained there. Now when Saul heard that David had
been seen with a multitude about him, he fell into no
small disturbance and trouble, for as he knew that David
was a bold and courageous man, he suspected that some-
thing extraordinary would soon be done by him, which
would make him mourn, and put him into distress ; so

he called together to him his friends and commanders,
and the tribe from which he himseM sprung, to the hill

where his palace was ; and sitting upon a place caUed
Arm-a,' his courtiers and body-guards being with him, be

spoke thus to them :
" Men of my own tribe, I know that

you remember the benefits that I have bestowed upon you,

> Now Khurbct 'Aid el-Ma, about eight miles north-east of Beit

Jibrin. Kleutheropolis.
^ The name Hareth appears to be preserved in Kltards, a village in

the mountains of Hebron, between 'ASd cl-Md, Adullam, and Halhill.

Halhul.
^ Josephus here follows the Septuagint. The Authorised Version

has, " Saul abode in Gibeali under a tree in Ramah" (1 Sam. xxii. 6).
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how I have made some of you owners of land, and be-

stowed posts of honour upon you, and set some of you
over the common people, and others over the soldiers. I

ask you, therefore, whether you expect greater and more
donations from the son of Jesse ? For I know that you
are all inclined to him, even my son Jonathan himself is

of his party, and persuades you to be of the same. For I

am not ignorant of the oaths and covenants between
him and David, or that Jonathan is a counsellor and an
assistant to those that conspire against me ; and none of

you are concerned about these things, but you keeji

silence, and wait to see what will be the upshot of these

things." When the king had finished his speech, none
of the rest of those that were present made any answer,

but Doeg the Syrian, who fed the king's mules, said that

he saw David when he went to the city of Nob to Ahime-
lech the high priest, and that he had learned future events

by his prophesying, and had received food from him, and
the sword of Goliath, and had been conducted by him in

safety to those whom he desired to go to.

§ 5. Saul therefore sent for the high priest, and for all

his kindred, and said :
*' What cruelty or ingratitude have

you suffered from me, that you received the son of Jesse,

and bestowed on him both food and weapons, when he was
plotting against my kingdom ? And furthermore, why did

you deliver oracles to him concerning the future? For
you could not be ignorant that he had fled away from
me, and that he hated my family." But the high priest

did not attempt to deny what he had done, but confessed

boldly that he had supplied him with these things, not to

gratify David but Saul himself, and said, " I did not know
he was your enemy, but a very faithful servant of yours,

and captain over a thousand of your soldiers, and, what is

more than these, your son-in-law and connexion. Men do
not usually confer such favours on their enemies, but on
those who are thought to bear the highest good-will and
regard to them. Nor is this the first time that I have
prophesied for him, but I have done so often, at other

times as well as now. And when he told me that he was
sent by you in great haste on a private errand, if I had
not furnished him with what he asked for, I should
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have thought that I was rather rejecting your suit than
his. Wherefore, do not entertain any ill opinion of me,
nor be suspicious of what I then thought an act of hu-
manity, from what is now told you of David's attempt
against you, for I regarded him as your friend and son-in-

law, and captain of a thousand, and not as yOur enemy.

§ 6. The high priest's words did not persuade Saul

;

his fear was so great, that he could not give credit to a
true apology. So he commanded his armed men that stood
about him to HU Ahimelech and all his kindred ; but as they
durst not touch the high priest, but were more afraid of

disobeying God than the king, he ordered Doeg the Syrian

to kill them. And he took to his assistance wicked men
like himself, and slew Ahimelech and his family, who were
in all three hundred and eighty-five. Saul also sent to

Nob,' the city of the priests, and slew all that were therein,

sparing neither women nor children, nor any age, and
burnt it ; only one son of Ahimelech escaped, whose name
was Abiathar. Now these things came to pass as G-od

had foretold to Eli the high priest, when lie said that

his posterity should be destroyed on account of the trans-

gressions of his two sons.

§ 7. Now king Saul," by perpetrating so barbarous a

' This city of Nob was not a city allotted to the priests, nor had the

prophets, that we know of, any particular cities allotted to them. It

seems the tabernacle was now at Nob, and probably a school of the

prophets was here also. It was full two days' journey on foot from

Jerusalem, 1 Sam. xxi. 5. The number of priests here slain in Jose-

phus is 385, and but 85 in our Hebrew copies, but they are 305 in the

Septuagint : I prefer Josephus's number, the Hebrew having, I sup-

pose, only dropped the hundreds, the other the tens. This city of Nob
seems to have been the chief, or perhaps the only seat of the family

of Ithamar, which here perished according to God's former terrible

threatenings to Eli, 1 Sam. ii. 27-36, iii. 11-18. See 14, § 9, here-

after.—W.
- This section contains an admirable reflection of Josephus concerning;

the general wickedness of men in great authority, and the danger thej'

are in of rejecting that regard to justice and humanity, to divine pro-

vidence and the fear of God, which they either really had, or pretended

to have, while they were in a lower condition. It can never be too

often perused by kings and great men, nor by those who expect to

obtain such elevated dignities among mankind. See the like reflections

of our Josephus, Antiq. vii. 1, § 5, at the end, and viii. 10, § 2, at the

beginning. They are to the like purport with one branch of Agur's
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crime and murdering the whole family of the high priest,

and having no jjity on infants nor reverence for the aged,

and overthrowing the city which Grod had chosen for the

dwelling-place and support of the priests and prophets
there, and had allotted as the only city for the rearing

of such men, mates everyone understand and see the

disposition of men, how while they are private persons and
in low condition, because it is not in their power to indulge

nature, or to dare to do what they wish, they are equitable

and moderate, and follow only what is right, and bend
their whole minds and labours to that. They then believe

that God is present in all the circumstances of their

lives, and that he not only sees the actions that are

done, but clearly knows the thoughts also, whence those

actions are sure to arise. But when once men are ad-

vanced to power and authority, they then put off all

such notions, and, as if they were no other than actors

upon a theatre, lay aside their former characters and
manners, and assume boldness, insolence, and a contempt
of both human and divine laws, and that at a time when they

especially stand in need of piety and righteousness, because
they are then most of all exposed to envy, and all they
think and all they say are in the view of all men ; then
it is that they become as insolent in their actions, as if

God saw them no longer, or was afraid of them because of

their power. And whatever they are either afraid of from
what they have heard, or hate from inclination, or love with-

out reason, these ideas seem to them to be settled, and sure,

and true, and pleasing both to men and to God. And as to

what will come hereafter, they have not the least regard to

it, but they raise those to honour who have been at a great

deal of pains for them, and after raising them to honour
they envy them ; and wlien they have brought them into

higli dignity, they not only deprive them of what they had
obtained, but also, on that very account, of their lives also,

and that on wicked accusations, such as, on account of

their extravagance, are incredible. They also punish men
for actions that do not deserve punishment, because of

prayer, " One thing have I required of thee, deny me not before I

die; give me not riches, lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, who is

the Lord ? " Trov. xxx. 7, S, 9.—W.
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calumnies and accusations not examined into, and not only
punish such as deserve to be punished, but as many as
they are able to IciU. This is made clear to us by the con-
duct of Saul, the son of Kish (the first king who reigned
after our aristocracy and government under judges), in

his slaughter of three hundred priests and prophets
from suspicion of Ahimelech, and moreover by the over-

throw of their city, as if he were anxious in some sort to
render the temple destitute both of priests and prophets,

by slaying so many of them, and by not suffering the very
city belonging to them to remain, that others might suc-

ceed them.

§ 8. But Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech, who alone

could escape out of the family of priests slain by Saul,

fled to David, and informed him of the calamity that had
befallen his family, and of the slaughter of his father.

And he thereupon said, that he was not ignorant of what
would happen to them when he saw Doeg there, for he
had a suspicion then that the high priest would be ca-

lumniated by him to the king, and he blamed Doeg as the

cause of this misfortune. He also desired Abiathar to

stay there and abide with him, as in a place where he
might be better concealed than anywhere else.

CHAP. XIII.

Hoio Bavid, when he had tvnce the Opportunity of Jcillimj

Saul, did not hill him. Also, concerning the Deaths of

Samuel and Ndbal.

§1.

ABOUT this time David heard that the Philistines had
made an inroad into the region about Keilah,' and laid

it waste, and he offered himself to fight against them, if

G-od, when he should be consulted by the prophet, would

crant him the victory. And when the prophet said that

G-od gave a signal of victory, he made a sudden onset upon

the Philistines with his companions, and made a great

' Now Khvrbet KUa, in the Hebron district, six miles west of Halhul.
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slaughter of them, and carried off much spoils, and stayed

with the inhabitants of Keilah till they had securely

gathered in their corn and their fruits. And it was told

king Saul that David was with the men of Keilah ; for

what he had done and his great success did not confine

itself to Keilah, but the fame of it went all abroad, and
came to the hearing of everybody, and both the exploit

and its hero came to the king's ears. And Saul was glad
when he heard that David was in Keilah ; and he said,

" G-od has now put him into my hands, since he has
obliged him to come into a city that has walls, and gates,

and bars." And he commanded all the people to march
upon Keilah, and when they had besieged and taken it, to

kill David. But when David knew of this, and learned

of Grod, that if he stayed there, the men of Keilah would
deliver him up to Saul, he took his four hundred men, and
retired from that city into the desert above a place called

Engedi.^ And when the king heard that he was fled away
from the men of Keilah, he left off his expedition against

him.

§ 2. Then David removed thence, and came to a certain

place called the New Place, belonging to Ziph,' where
Jonathan the son of Saul met him and saluted him, and
exhorted him to be of good courage, and to hope well as to

his future condition, and not to despond at his present
circumstances, for that he should be king, and have all the

forces of the Hebrews under him ; but that such things

usually come with great labour and pains. He also swore
that he would continue all his life long in good-will and
fidelity to him, and he called Grod to witness the curses he
invoked on himself, if he should violate his covenant, and
change to a contrary behaviour. So Jonathan left him
there, having made his cares and fears somewhat lighter,

and returned home. Now the men of Ziph, to gratify

Saul, informed him that David abode with them, and said

if he would come to them they would deliver him up, for

if the king occupied the narrow passes of Ziph, David

' Now 'Ain Jidi/, on the west shore of the Dead Sea.
^ Now Tell ez-Zif, south of Hebron; in 1 Sam. xxiii. 16, the place

of meeting with Jonathan is said to have been a wood in the Wilderness
of Ziph, which lay to the east of the town.
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could not escape to any other people. So the king com-
mended them, and confessed that he was obliged to them,
because they had given him information of his enemy, and
he promised them that it should not be long before he
would requite their kindness. He also sent men to seek
for David, and to search the wilderness, and he said that
he himself would follow them. So they were the king's
guides to hunt and catch David, being anxious not only to
show their good-will to Saul by informing him where' his

enemy was, but to evidence the same more plainly by deli-

vering him up into his power. But they failed in their
unjust and wicked desire, for, while they underwent no
danger by not revealing this to Saul, they did yet calumniate
and promise to deliver up a man beloved of G-od, who was
unjustly sought for to be put to death, and who might
otherwise have lain concealed, and that out of flattery,

and desire of gain, and expectations from the king. For
when David learnt of the malignant intention of the men
of Ziph, and of the approach of Saul, he left the narrow
passes in that neighbourhood, and fled to the great rock
that was in the wilderness of Maon.'

§ 3. And Saul made haste to pursue him thither ; for

as he was on the march he learnt that David was gone
away from the narrow passes of Ziph, and Saul removed
to the other side of the rock. But the report that the

Philistines had again made an incursion into the country
of the Hebrews, called Saul into another direction from
the pursuit of David, when he was just about to be caught.

For the king returned back to oppose those Philistines,

who were naturally their enemies, judging it more neces-

sary to avenge himself on them, than to take a great deal

of pains to catch an enemy of his own, and to overlook the

ravaging of the land.

§ 4. And so David unexpectedly escaped from the

danger he was in, and came to the passes of Engedi. And
when Saul had driven the Philistines out of the land, there

came some messengers who told him that David was in the

neighbourhood of Engedi : so he took three thousand

' The rough country to the east of Maon, now Khwrbet M'ain, south

of Ziph.
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chosen men that were armed, and hasted after him, and
when he was not far from the spot, he saw a deep and
hollow cave by the way side, which was very spacious

both in length and breadth, and there David, with liis

four hundred men, lay concealed. As therefore Saul had
occasion to ease nature, he entered into it by himself

alone ; and being seen by one of David's companions, who
told David that he had now, by Grod's providence, an
opportunity of avenging himself on his adversary, and
advised him to cut off his head, and so deliver himself from
his tedious wandering condition and its distresses, David
rose up, and only cut off the skirt of the garment which
Saul had on. But soon he repented of what he had done,

and said it was not right to kill him that was his master,

and one whom God had thought worthy of the kingdom.
" For even if he is wickedly disposed towards me, yet it

does not behove me to be so disposed towards him." And
when Saul had left the cave, David came near, and cried

out aloud, and desired Saul to hear him. Wliereupon the

king turned round, and David, according to custom, fell

down on his face before the king, and bowed down to him,
and said, " O king, you ought not to hearken to wicked
men, nor to such as forge calumnies, nor to gratify them
so far as to beheve what they say, nor to entertain suspi-

cions of your best friends, but to judge of the disposition

of all men by their actions. For calumny deludes men,
but people's actions are a clear demonstration of their

good-will. Words indeed, in their own nature, may be
either true or false, but men's actions expose their inten-

tions nakedly to our view. By my deeds, therefore, it

will be well for you to believe me as to my regard to you
and to your house, and not to believe those that accuse me
of things that never came into my mind, and are impos-
sible to be done, and to cease pursuing after my life,

and having no concern either day or night but how to

murder me, which you now unjustly strive after. For
how comes it that you have formed this false opinion
about me that I desire to kill you ? Or how are you not
impious to God in wishing to kill, and deeming as your
adversary, a man who had it in his power this day to

avenge himself and to punish you, but would not do it,
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nor make use of such an opportunity, though, if it had
fallen out to you against me, you would not have let it

slip ; for when I cut ofE the skirt of your garment, I could
as easily have cut ofE your head ? " Then he showed him the
piece of his garment, and thereby proved to him that what
he said was true; and he added, "I, indeed, have abstained
from taking a just revenge upon you, yet you are not
ashamed to prosecute me with unjust hatred. May God
judge between us, and test each of our dispositions." But
Saul was amazed at his unexpected deliverance, and being
greatly affected with the moderation and disposition of the
young man, he groaned aloud, and when David had done
the same, the king answered that he had the most cause
to groan, " for," said he, " you have been the author of good
to me, as I have been the author of evil to you. And you
have shown this day that you possess the old-fashioned

justice of those who ordered people to save their enemies,
though they caught them in a desert place. I am now per-

suaded that God reserves the kingdom for you, and that

you win have the dominion over all the Hebrews. Give
me then assurances upon oath that you will not root out
my family, nor destroy my posterity, in remembrance of

the evil I have done you, but save and preserve my house."

And David swore as he desired, and sent back Saul to his

own kingdom, but he, and those that were with him, went
up to the passes of Mastheroth.'

§ 5. About this time Samuel the prophet died, a man
whom the Hebrews honoured in an extraordinary degree

;

for the long mourning which the people made for him
manifested his virtue and the affection which the people

had to him, as also did the solemnity and concern that

appeared about his funeral, and the celebration of the cus-

tomary rites. They buried him in his own city of Eamah
;

and wept for him a very great number of days, not sor-

rowing as for the death of a stranger, but as for one who
was a relation. He was a righteous man, and good in his

nature, and therefore was very dear to God. Now he
governed and presided over the people alone twelve years

after the death of Eli the high priest, and eighteen years

> From 1 Sam. xxiii. 29, and xxiv. 1, 2; these are evidently near

En-gedi.

D D
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together witli Saul the king: and thus we have finished

the history of Samuel.

§ 6. There was a man that was a Ziphite, of the city of

Maon,^ who was rich, and had a vast number of cattle ; for

he fed a flock of three thousand sheep, and a thousand
goats. Now David had charged his men to see that these

flocks were without hurt or damage, and to do them no
mischief, either from covetousness, or because they were in

want, or because they were in the wilderness, and so could

not easily be caught, but to value wronging nobody above
everything, and to look upon the touching of what belonged
to another man as a horrible crime, and contrary to the

wiU of Grod. These were the instructions he gave, thinkiag

that he had a good man to deal with, and one that de-

served to have such care taken of him. But this Nabal,
for that was his name, was a harsh man and of bad
manners, being like a cynic in his behaviour, but had ob-

tained for his wife a good woman, wise and handsome. To
this Nabal, then, David sent ten of his men at the time
when he sheared his sheep, and by them greeted him, and
expressed a wish for his prosperity for many years to come,
and asked him to make him a present of what he was able

to give him, since he would learn from his shepherds, that

he and his men had done them and their flocks no injury,

but had been their guardians a long time while they con-

tinued in the wilderness ; and he should never repent of

giving anything to David. When the messengers had carried

this message to Nabal, he accosted them in a very uncour-
teous and rough manner, for he asked them, who David was ?

and when he heard that he was the son of Jesse, he said,
" Nowadays runagates grow insolent and haughty, and
leave their masters." When they told David this, he was
wroth, and commanded four hundred armed men to follow

him, and left two hundred to take care of the stufi (for he
had by now six hundred),' and went against Nabal ; he

' Now Khurbei M'ain, south of Hebron.
' The number of men that came first to David, are distinctly in

Josephus, and in our common copies, but 400. When he was at Keilah,
stiil but 400, both in Josephus and in the LXX. ; but 600 in our
Hebrew copies, 1 Sam. xxiii. 13, xxx. 9, 10. Now the 600 there men-
tioned are here intimated by Josephus to have been so many, only by
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also swore, that he would that night utterly destroy the
house and all the possessions of Nabal. For he was
grieved, not only that he had proved ungrateful to him
and his men, without making any return for the great kind-
ness they had shown him, but that he had also reproached
them, and used bad language to them, though he had re-

ceived no injury from them.

§ 7. Then one of those that kept the flocks of Nabal told
his mistress, Nabal's wife, that when David sent to her
husband, he had received no civil answer from him at all,

but had been insulted in very reproachful language, though
David had taken extraordinary care to keep his flocks from
harm, and added that what had passed would prove very per-
nicious to his master. When the servant had told her this,

Abigail, for that was the wife's name, saddled her asses,

and loaded them with all sorts of presents, and without
telling her husband anything of what she was about (for

he was insensible from drunkenness), she went to David,
who met her as she was descending a mountain pass, and
was coming against Nabal with four hundred men. When
the woman saw him, she leaped down from her ass, and
fell on her face, and bowed down to the ground, and en-

treated him not to bear in mind the words of Nabal, since

he knew that he resembled his name (for Nabal, in the
Hebrew tongue, signifies folly). And she excused herself

as not having seen the messengers whom he sent. " For-
give me, therefore (said she), and thank G-od who has
hindered you from shedding human blood ; for as long as

you keep yourself innocent, he will avenge you on wicked
men. As for the miseries that await Nabal, may they fall

upon the heads of your enemies ! But be gracious to me,
and think me so far worthy as to accept these presents

from me, and remit out of regard to me the wrath and
anger which you have against my husband and his house

;

for mildness and humanity become you, especially as you
are to be our king." And David accepted her presents,

and said, " Certainly, lady, it was Grod's mercy that brought

you to me to-day, for else you would not have seen another

day, as I swore to destroy Nabal's house this very night, and

an augmentation of 200 afterwards, which, I suppose, is the true solution

of this seeming disagreement.—W.
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to leave alive not one of you, since you belonged to a man so

wicked and ungrateful to me and my companions. But as

it is you have arrested my intention, and mollified my
anger, being yourself under the care of God, and as for

Nabal, although for your sake he shall now escape punish-

ment, he will not always avoid justice, for his evil conduct
on some other occasion will be his ruin."

§ 8. When David had said this, he dismissed Abigail.

And when she returned hoine and found her husband
feasting with a great company, and already stupefied with
wine, she said nothing then to him about what had hap-
pened, but on the next day, when he was sober, she told

him all the particulars, and made his whole body paralysed

and like that of a dead man by her words, and by the grief

which arose from them. And Nabal survived ten days,

and no more, and then died. And when David heard of

his death, he said that God had well avenged him on
him, for Nabal had died of his own wickedness, and had
suffered punishment on his account, though he had kept
his own hands clean. At that time David recognized that

the wicked are punished by God, who does not overlook

any man, but bestows on the good what is good, and in-

flicts speedy punishment on the wicked. And he sent to

Nabal' s wife, and invited her to live with him, and to be
his wife. And she replied to those that came, that she was
not worthy to touch his feet, however, she came with all her
handmaids, and became his wife, having receivedthat honour
on account of her wise and just character, and partly also

on account of her beauty. Now David had taken another
wife before, whom he married from the city of Abisar ;

'

for as to Michal, the daughter of king Saul, who had been
David's wife, her father had given her in marriage to

Phalti, the son of Laish, who was of the city of Galhm.^

§ 9. After this came certain of the Ziphites, and told

Saul that David was come again into their country ; and
if he would afford them his assistance, they could catch
him. And Saul marched against David with three thousand

' In 1 Sam. xxt. 43, Ahinoam is said to have been of Jezreel, a town
of Judah, mentioned in Josh. xv. 56, between Juttah and Jokdeam, not
yet identified.

' Possibly Beit Jala, near Bethlehem.
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armed men, and pitched his camp, upon the approach of
night, at a certain place called Hachilah.' And when David
heard that Saul was coming against him, he sent spies, and
hade them let him know to what part of the country Saul
had already come ; and when they told him that he was at
Hachilah, he secretly passed the night apart from his men,
and went to Saul's camp, taking with him Abishai, his

sister Zeruiah's son, and Ahimelech the Hittite. Now Saul
was asleep, and his armed men, with Abner their com-
mander, lay round about him in a circle, and David entered
into the king's tent, but did neither himself kiU Saul,

though he knew where he lay from the spear stuck in the
ground at his head, nor did he allow Abishai, who would
have killed him, and was earnestly bent upon doing so

:

for he said it was a horrid crime to kill one that was or-

dained king by Grod, even though he was a wicked man,
for he who gave him the dominion, would in time inflict

punishment upon him. So he restrained his eagerness:

but that it might be clear that it was in his power to have
killed him though he refrained from it, he took the spear

and the cruse of water which were by Saul as he lay asleep,

without being perceived by any in the camp, who were all

asleep, and went safely away, having performed everything

among the king's attendants that the opportunity afforded,

and lus boldness encouraged him to do. And when he

had passed over a brook, and had got up to the top of a

hill, from which he might be easily heard, he cried aloud

to Saul's soldiers, and to Abner their commander, and
awoke them out of their sleep, and shouted both to him
and the people. And when the commander heard him, and
asked who it was that called him, David replied, "It is I,

the son of Jesse, your fugitive. But why ever do you,

who are so great a man, and of the first rank in the kiiig's

court, take so little care of your master's body ? Is sleep

of more consequence to you than his preservation, and
the due care of him ? This negligence of yours deserves

death or condign punishment, since none of you perceived

when a little while ago some of us entered into your camp,
as far as the king himself and all the rest of you. If

^ Apparently the ridge el-Kolah, in the wilderness east of Tell es-Zif,

Ziph.
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you look for the king's spear and cruse of water, you will

learn how great a misfortune might have come upon you
in your very camp without your knowing of it." Now,
when Saul recognized David's voice, and learned that,

though he had him in his power when he was asleep, and
his guards took little care of him, he yet did not kill him,

but spared him when he might justly have cut him off, he

said that he owed him thanks for his preservation, and
exhorted him to be of good courage, and not to be afraid

of any harm from him any more, and to return to his own
home, for he was now persuaded that he did not love him-
self so well as he was beloved by him, though he had
driven away him that could guard him, and had given

many demonstrations of his good-will to him, and had
forced him to Hve so long in a state of banishment, and in

great anxiety for his life, being bereft of his friends and
kindred. And yet he had saved the king's life several

times, and spared it when it was evidently in great danger.

Then David bade them send for the spear and cruse of

water, and take them back, adding that Grod would judge

them both according to their nature and the actions that

flowed from the same. " For he knows that when it was
this day in my power to have killed you, I abstained from
doing so."

§ 10. Saul, having thus escaped the hands of David
twice, went his way to his royal palace and his own city,

but David was afraid, that if he stayed there he would
be arrested by Saul, so he thought it better to go up into

the land of the Philistines and abide there. Accordingly

he went with the six hundred men that were with him to

Achish, the king of Gath, which was one of the five Philis-

tine cities. Now the king received both him and his men,
and gave them a place to dwell in. He had with him also

his two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail, and he dwelt in Gath.^

And when Saul heard this, he took no further care about
sending to him or going after him, because he had been
twice nearly undone by him, when he was himself endea-

vouring to catch him. However, David had no mind to

continue in the city of Gath, but asked the king, as he
had received him with such kindness, that he would grant

1 TMes-Sdfi.
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him another favour, and bestow upon Hm some place in

that country for his habitation, for he was ashamed to be
grievous and burdensome to him by living in G-ath. So
Achish gave him a certain village called Ziklag,' which
place David and his sons were fond of when he was king,

and reckoned as their own. But about that I shall say

more elsewhere. Now the time thatDavid dwelt in Ziklag,

in the land of the Philistines, was four months and twenty
days. And he privately attacked those G-eshurites^ and
Amalekites that were neighbours to the Philistines, and
laid waste their country, and took much spoil of their beasts

and camels, and then returned home ; but he abstained

from capturing any men, fearing they would discover him
to king Achish, but he sent part of the spoil to him as a
gift. And when the king inquired whom he had attacked

when he brought off the spoil, he said, those Jews that lay

to the south, and inhabited the plain. So he got Achish
to believe him, who now hoped that David hated his own
nation, and that he would now have him for his servant

aU his hfe long, and that he would stay in his country.

CHAP. XIV.

Sow Said, on God's not answering him concerning the Fight

with the Philistines, asked the Witch of Endor to hring up
the Soul of Samuel to him ; and how Saul died with his

Sons on the Overthrow of the Hebrews in Battle.

§1-

ABOUT the same time the Philistiaes resolved to make
war against the Israelites, and sent round to aU their

allies asking them to go along with them to the war to

Eeggan [near the city of Shunem'], where they might con-

centrate, and rush at the Hebrews. And Achish, the king of

^ Possibly 'AsluJ, south of Beersheba.
2 An ancient tribe dwelling in the desert south of Philistia, see Josh,

xiii. 2.

3 Now SSlam, north of Zerin, Jezreel. Beggan is not mentioned in

the Bible, and the site is not known.
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Gath, asked David to assist him with his own armed men
against the Hebrews. This he readily promised, and said

that the time was now come that he might requite him for

his kindness and hospitality, and the king promised to

make him the captain of his body-guard after the victory,

if the battle with the enemy succeeded to their mind, which
promise of honour and confidence he made on purpose to

increase his zeal for his service.

§ 2. Now Saul, the king of the Hebrews, had banished
out of the country all wizards and witches, and all such as

practised the like arts, except the prophets. But when he
heard that the Philistines were already at hand, and had
pitched their camp near the city of Shunem, situate in the

plain, he made haste to oppose them with his forces ; and
when he was come to a certain mountain called Gilboa,' he
pitched his camp over against the enemy ; but when he
saw the enemy's army he was greatly troubled, because it

appeared to him to be numerous and superior to his own

;

and he inquired of God by the prophets concerning the

battle, that he might know beforehand what would be the

event of it. And as God did not answer him, Saul was
in still greater dread, and his courage fell, foreboding,

as was but likely, that mischief would befall him, now God
was not there to assist him. And he bade his servants to

inquire out for him some woman that was a witch, and
called up the souls of the dead, that so he might know
if affairs would succeed to his mind. For this sort of

witches, that bring up the souls of the dead, foretell by
them future events to those who ask them. And one of

his servants having told him, that there was such a woman
in the city of Endor,' without the knowledge of anybody in

the camp, he put off his royal apparel, and took two of his

servants with him whom he knew to be most faithful, and
went to Endor to the woman, and entreated her to act the
part of a wizard, and to bring up to him whatever soul he
should name to her. And when the woman objected, and
said she could not despise the king, who had banished this

sort of wizards, and that he did not do well, as she had

' The name Gilboa survives in Jelbon, a village on the range of hilla,

Mount Gilboa, east of the great plain of Esdraelon.
- Now End&r, south of Jehel et- Tor, Mount Tabor.
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done him no harm, to endeavour to lay a snare for her and
to discover that she exercised a forbidden art, in order to

get her punished, he swore that nobody should know what
she did, and he would not tell anyone of her divination,

and that she should incur no danger. As soon as he had
induced her by this oath to fear no harm, he bade her

bring up to him the soul of Samuel. She not knowing who
Samuel was, called him up out of Hades. When he ap-

peared, and the woman saw a venerable and god-like man,
she was afraid and astonished at the sight, and said, " Art
not thou king Saul ? " for Samuel informed her who he
was. When he owned that to be true, and asked her whence
her fear arose ? she said, that she saw a certain person

come up, who in his appearance was like a god. And
when he bade her tell him what he resembled, in what
habit he appeared, and of what age he was ? she told him,
he was an old m.an, and a glorious person, and had on

a sacerdotal mantle. And the king discovered by these

signs that he was Samuel, and he fell down upon the

ground, and saluted him, and prostrated himself before

him. And when the soul of Samuel asked Saul why he

had disturbed him, and caused him to be brought up r" he

lamented the necessity he was in, for he said that his

enemies pressed heavily upon him, and that he knew not

what to do in his present circumstances, that he was for-

saken of God, and could obtain no prediction of what was

coming either by prophets or dreams ; and that these were

the reasons why he had recourse to him, for he would take

care of him. But Samuel, seeing that the end of Saul's

life was come, said, " It is idle for you to desire to learn of

me anything further, as G-od has forsaken you. However,

hear what I say, that David is to be king, and to finish

this war with good success, and you are to lose youi- throne

and life, because you did not obey God in the war with the

Amalekites, and did not keep his commandments, as I

foretold you while I was alive. Know, therefore, that the

people shall be made subject to their enemies, and that

you and your sons shall fall in the battle to-morrow, and

you shall be with me."

§ 3. When Saul heard this, he was speechless for grief,

and fell down on the floor, whether from the sorrow that
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arose upon what Samuel had said, or from his emptiness,
for he had taken no food the foregoing day or night. And
when he had with difficulty recovered himself, the woman
tried to force him to eat, begging it of him as a favour on
account of her dangerous exhibition of magic, which was
unlawful, because of fear of the king, though she knew not
who he was, yet had she undertaken it, and gone through
with it. So she entreated him to allow a table and food to

be set before him, that he might recover his strength, and get

safe to his own camp. And when he resisted her wish, and
absolutely refused in his dejection, she urged him, and at
last persuaded him to it. Now she had a calf that she was
very fond of, and that she took a great deal of care of,

and fed herself, for she was a woman that got her living by
the labour of her hands, and had no other possession but
this one calf ; this she killed, and cooked its flesh, and set

it before the king and his servants. And Saul returned to

the camp while it was yet night.

§ 4. Now it is but right to commend the generosity of
this woman, because though the king had forbidden her to

use that art by which her circumstances were bettered and
improved, and though she had never seen the king before,

she still did not remember to his disadvantage that he
had condemned her calling, and did not reject him as a
stranger, and one that she had no acquaintance with, but
had compassion upon him, and comforted him, and ex-

horted him to do what he was greatly averse to, and offered
him the only thing she had, being a poor woman, and that
earnestly and with great humanity, though she had no re-

quital made to her for her kindness, nor had in view any
future favour from him, for she knew he was to die

;

whereas people are naturally ambitious to please those
that have bestowed some benefit upon them, or are very
ready to serve those from whom they may receive some
advantage. It is well therefore to imitate the example of
this woman, and to do kindnesses to all such as are in
need, and to think that nothing is better, or more be-
coming mankind than this, or will sooner make Grod
favourable, and ready to bestow good things upon us.

And so far may suffice to say concerning this woman.
But I shall speak now upon another subject, which will
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afford me an opportunity of discoursing on what is for the
advantage of cities, and peoples, and nations, and suited to
the taste of good men, and will encourage them aU in the
prosecution of virtue, and is capable of showing them the
method of acquiring glory and everlasting fame, and of
inspiring in the kings of nations and rulers of cities great
inclination and desire to do well ; as also of encouraging
them to undergo dangers, and to die for their countries,

and of instructing them how to despise all the most terrible

things. And I have a good reason for such a discourse in
the person of Saul, king of the Hebrews. For, although
he knew what was coming upon him, and that he was to
die immediately, by the prediction of the prophet, he deter-

mined not to flee from death, nor from love of life to betray
his own people to the enemy, nor to bring a disgrace on his

royal dignity, but exposing himself as well as all his family
and children to dangers, he thought it a noble thing to fall

together with them, as he was fighting for his subjects,

and that it was better that his sons should die thus, showing
their courage, than to leave it uncertain what they would
be afterwards, for instead of succession and posterity they
gained commendation and a lasting name. Such a one
alone seems to me to be a just, courageous, and sensible

man, and whoever has arrived at this state of mind, or

shall hereafter arrive at it, is the man that ought to be
honoured by aU with a testimony for virtue. Tor as to

those that go out to war with hopes of success, and likely

to return home safe, when they have performed some
glorious action, I think those do not do weU who call these

valiant men, as so many historians and other writers wbo
treat of them are wont to do, although I confess they

justly deserve some commendation also ; but those only

may be styled courageous and bold in great undertakings,

and despisers of adversity, who imitate Saul. For as for

those who do not know what the event of war will be to

themselves, though they do not play the coward in it, but
deliver themselves up to an uncertain future and its chances,

this is not so great a proof of nobility of mind, although

they may happen to perform many great exploits ; but when
men's minds expect no good event, but they know before-

hand they must die, and that they must undergo death in
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battle also, after this neither to be afraid nor dismayed at

the teiTible fate that is coining, but to go to meet it, when
they know it beforehand, this I judge a proof that a man is

truly courageous. And this Saul did, and so proved that

all men who desire fame after they are dead are so to act

to obtain the same, and especially kings, who ought not to

think it enough in their high station that they are not

wicked in the government of their subjects, but should be

more than moderately good to them. I could say more
than this about Saul and his courage, the subject affording

sufficient matter, but that I may not appear to launch out

improperly in his commendation, I return again to my nar-

rative from which I made this digression.

§ 5. Now when the Philistines, as I said before, had
pitched their camp, and reviewed their forces accord-

ing to their nations and kingdoms and provinces, king
Achish came last of all with his own army, and after him
came David with his six hundred armed men. And when
tlie commanders of the Philistines saw him, they asked
the king, whence these Hebrews came, and at whose
invitation. He answered, that it was David, who had
fled from his master Saul, whom he had entertained when
he came to him, and who now therefore wished to make
him a requital for his favour, and to avenge himself upon
Saul, and so was become their confederate. The com-
manders complained of his having taken for a confederate

one who was an enemy, and advised sending him away,

lest he should unawares do his friends a great deal of

mischief, for he had an opportunity of being reconciled to

his master by doing mischief to their army. They there-

fore urged Achish, foreboding this, to send him away, with
his six hundred armed men, to the place he had given him
for his habitation, for he was that David whom the virgins

celebrated in their hymns, as having destroyed many ten

thousands of the Philistines. When the king of Gath
heard this, he thought they spoke well, so he called

David, and said to him. "As for myself, I can bear
witness that you have shown great zeal and kindness
to me, and that was why I took you for my con-

federate, however, what I have done does not please the

commanders. Go therefore within a dav's time to the
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place I have given you, without suspecting any harm, and
there guard my country, lest any of our enemies should
make a raid upon it, this shall be your portion of assist-
ance." So David went to Ziklag,' as the king of G-ath
bade him : but it so happened, while he was gone to the
assistance of the Philistines, that the Amalekites had made
a raid, and taken Ziklag by storm and burnt it ; and when
they had taken a great deal of various spoil from that
place, and from the rest of the Philistines' country, they
departed.

§ 6. Now when David found that Ziklag was laid waste,
and that everything was plundered, and that his two
wives, as well as the wives of his companions, with their
children, were made captives, he at once rent his clothes,

wailing and lamenting with his friends, and indeed he was
so cast down with this misfortune, that even tears failed him.
He was also in danger of being stoned to death by his com-
panions, who were greatly afflicted at the captivity of their

wives and children, for they laid all the blame of what had
happened upon him. But when he had recovered from his

grief, and raised up his mind to God, he desired the high
priest Abiathar to put on his sacerdotal garments, and to in-

quire of Grod, and prophesy to him, " Whether God would
grant, if he pursued after the Amalekites, that he should
overtake them, and rescue the wives and children, and
avenge himself on the enemies." And when the high
priest bade him pursue after them, he inarched apace,

with his six hundred men, after the enemy ; and when he
was come to a certain brook called Besor,^ and lit upon a
man wandering about, an Egyptian by race, who was
almost dead with want and famine (for he had continued
wandering about in the wilderness without food three

days), he first of all gave him both meat and drink and so

refreshed him, and then asked him to whom he belonged,

and whence he came ? Then the man told him he was an
Egyptian by race, and had been left behind by his master,

because he was so sick and weak that he could not follow

him. He also informed him that he was one of those that

' Possibly 'Asluj.

^ Dr. Kobinson identifies the brook Bcsor, which lay to the south of

Ziklag, with Wddy 'Ar'arah, the south-western branch of Wddy es-Seb'a,
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liad burnt and plundered, not only other parts of Jadaea,

but Ziklag itself also. So David make use of him as a

guide to the Amalekites, and when he had come up with

them, as they lay scattered about on the ground, some at

dinner, some disordered and entirely unnerved with wine,

and in the fruition of their spoil and prey, he suddenly

fell upon them and made a great slaughter of them, for

they were unarmed, and expected no such thing, but
had betaken themselves to drinking and feasting, and
so they were all easily killed. Some of them were sur-

prised as they, reclined at table, and were slain in that

posture, and their blood brought up with it their food.

Others of them they slew as they were pledging one
another in their cups, and some whom their debauch
had sent fast to sleep ; and as for those who had time to

put on all their armour, they slew them with the sword
with no less ease than they did those that were unarmed.
And David and his men continued the slaughter from the

first hour of the day to the evening, so that there were not
above four hundred of the Amalekites left, and they only

escaped by getting on swift camels. And David recovered

not only all the spoil which the enemy had carried away,
but his wives also, and the wives of his companions. And
when they had returned to the place where they had left

the two hundred men who were not able to follow them, but
were left to take care of the stuff, the four hundred did
not think fit to divide among them any of what they had
got, or of the spoil, since they did not accompany them,
but were slack in the pursuit of the enemy, and they said

they should be content with having got back their wives
safe. But David pronounced this view of theirs as wrong
and unjust, and said that when God had granted them
such a favour, that they had avenged themselves on their

enemies, and had recovered all that belonged to them,
they should make an equal distribution of what they had
got to all who shared in the expedition, because the rest

had tarried behind only to guard the stuff; and from
that time this law obtained among them, that those who
guarded the stuff should receive an equal share with those
that fought in a battle. And when David had returned
to Ziklag, he sent portions of the spoil to all his acquain-
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tances and friends in the tribe of Judah. And thus ended
the affair of the plundering of Ziklag in the slaughter of
the Amalekites.

§ 7. Now upon the Philistines joining battle with Saul,
there followed a sharp engagement, and the Philistines

became the conquerors, and slew a great number of their
enemies, but Saul the king of Israel, and his sons, fought
courageously, and with the utmost zeal, knowing that
their entire glory lay in nothing else but dying honour-
ably, and exposing themselves to the utmost danger from
the enemy (for they had nothing else to hope for), so they
brought upon themselves the whole power of the enemy,
till they were surrounded and slain, but not before they
had killed many of the Philistines. Now the sons of Saul
were Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchishua ; and when
they fell, the rank and file of the Hebrews were put to

flight, and all was disorder and confusion and slaughter,

as the Philistines pressed hard upon them. And Saul
himself fled, accompanied by a strong body of soldiers,

but on the Philistines sending after him some javelinmen
and bowmen, he lost all this force except a few ; as for

himself, he fought with great bravery, and when he had
received so many wounds, that he was not able to hold
out or resist any longer, and was too weak to kill himself,

he bade his armour-bearer draw his sword and run him
through, before the enemy should take him alive. But
as his armour-bearer did not dare to kill his master, he
drew his own sword, and placing himself opposite its point,

threw himself upon it, and when he could neither run
it through him, nor by leaning against it make it pass
through him, he turned round, and asked a certain young
man that stood by, who he was, and when he heard that

he was an Amalekite, he besought him to force the sword
through him, because he was not able to do it with his

own hands, and so to procure him such a death as

he desired. This the young man did accordingly, and
stripped ofE the golden bracelet that was on Saul's arm,
and the royal crown that was on his head, and ran away.

And when Saul's armour-bearer saw that he was slain, he

killed himself; nor did any of the king's body-guards

escape, but they all fell upon the mountain called G-ilboa.
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And wken those Hebrews that dwelt in the valley beyond
the Jordan, and those that had their cities in the plain, heard
that Saul and his sons were fallen, and that their whole
army was destroyed, they left their own cities, and fled to

such as were best fortified and most secure, and the

Philistines, finding those cities deserted, went and dwelt
in them.

§ 8. On the next day, when the Philistines came to strip

their enemies that were slain, they found the bodies of

Saul and of his sons, and stripped them, and cut off their

heads, and sent messengers all over the country to acquaint

them that their enemies had fallen. And they hung up
their armour as a votive offering in the temple of Astarte,'

but put their bodies on crosses near the walls of the city of

Bethshan, which is now called ScythopoUs.- But when the

inhabitants of Jabesh-G-ilead ^ heard that they had dismem-
bered the dead bodies of Saul and of his sons, they deemed
it so horrid a thing to suffer them to be without funeral

rites, that the most courageous and bold among them (and
indeed that city had in it men that were very stout both in

mind and body) journeyed all night, and came to Beth-
shan, and approached the enemy's walls, and taking
down the bodies of Saul and of his sons, carried them to

Jabesh, the enemy not being able or bold enough to hinder

them, because of their great courage. And the people

of Jabesh had a public mourning, and buried their bodies

in the best place of their country, which was called

Arura ;
* and mourned for them seven days with their

wives and children, beating their breasts and lamenting
the king and his sons, without either tasting meat or

drink.

§ 9. To this sad end did Saul come, according to the
prophecy of Samuel, because he disobeyed the commands
of God about the Amalekites, and because he slew the

' According to 1 Sam. xxxi. 10, 'the house of Ashtaroth ;
' it was

probably at Ashteroth Carnaim, now Tell 'Asherah, on the south side

of the river Yarmuk.
" Now Beisdn.
2 See note 2, p. 361.
* Compare Ant. vi. 12, § 4. In 1 Sam. xxxi. 13, the place of burial

is said to have been ' under a tree ' or ' under the tamarisk ' at Jabesh,
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family of Ahimelech the high priest, and Ahimelech him-
self, and destroyed the city of the high priests. Now Saul
reigned eighteen years while Samuel was alive, and after

his death two [and twenty,] and ended his life as I have
recorded.

END OF VOLUME I.

(.HISWICK I'RESS :—C. WHITTI.NtiHA.M AXD CO., TOOKS COURT, CHANCERY LANE.
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tual in Man.



BONN'S LIBRARIES.

SCHILLER and GOETHE. Corre-
spondence between, from a.d. 1794-1805.

With Short Notes by L. Dora Schmitz.

2 vols. iV, S.

SCHLEGEL'S (F.) Lectures on the
Philosophy of Life and the Philosophy of

Language. By A. J. W. Morrison.

The History ofLiterature, Ancient

and Modern.

ThePhilOBophy of History. With
Memoir and Portrait.

Modern History, with the Lectures

entitled Caesar and Alexander, and The
Beginning of our History. By L. Purcel

and R. H. Whitelock.

Esthetic and Miscellaneoxis
Works, containing Letters on Christian

Art, Essay on Gothic Architecture, Re-
marks on the Romance Poetry of the Mid-
dle Ages, on Shakspeare, the Limits of the

Beautiful, and on the Language and. Wis-
dom of the Indians. By E. J. Millington.

6CHLEGEL (A. "W.) Dramatic Art
and Literature, By J- Black. With Me-
moir by A. J. W. Morrison. Portrait.

SCHUMANN (Robert), His Life and
Works. By A. Reissmann. Trans, by
A. L. Alger. N. S.

Early Letters. Translated bv May
Herbert. X.S.

SHAKESPEARE'S Dramatic Art.
The History and Character of Shakspeare's

Plays. By Dr. H. Ulrici. Trans, by L.

Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. A'". S.

SHERIDAN'S Dramatic Works. With
Memoir. Portrait (after Reynolds). N. S.

SKEAT (Rev. W. 'W.)—See Chancer.

SISMONDI'S History of the Litera-
ture of the South of Europe. With Notes

and Memoir by T. Roscoe. Portraits of

Sismondi ?.nd Dante. 2 vols.

The specimens of early French, Italian,

Spanish, and Portugese Poetry, in English

Verse, by Gary and others.

SMITH'S (Adam) The Wealth of
Nations. An Inquiry into tlie Nature and
Causes of. Reprinted from the Sixth

Edition. With an Introduction Ly Ernest

Belfort Bax. z vols. -V. 6\

SMITH'S (Adam) Theory of Moral
Sentiments ; with Essay or. the First For-

mation of Languages, and Critical Memoir
by Dugald Stewart.

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectiires on
Modern History; from the Irrunnon ofthe
Northern Nation^ to the close of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 1 vols,

Lectures on the French Revolu-
tion. With Index. 2 voia.

SOUTHEY.—.rctr C(r.v/-cr. Wesky, and
{Illustrated Library) Nelson.

STURM'S Morning: Communings
with God, or Devotional Meditation"; for

I Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnstone, M.A.

I

SULLY. Memoirs of the Duke of,
Prime Minister to Henr\' rhe Great. With

,
Notes and Historical Introduction. 4 Por-

\
traits. 4 vols.

'. TAYLOR'S (Bishop Jeremy) Holy
: Living and Dying, with Prayers, coniain-

1
ing the Whole Duty of a Christian and ihe

;

parts of Devotion fitted to all Occasions.
I Portrait. N. S.

' THIERRY'S Conquest of England by
the Normans ; its Caus-es. and its Conse-

j

quences in linpland and the Continent.
I ByW. Hazlitt. With shon Memoir. 2 Por-
I traits. 2 vols. 17. S,

\

TROYE'S (Jean de), — See Philip de
\

Cofntnincs.

ULRICI (Dr.)—-t'c Shakespeare.

; VASARI. Lives of the most Eminent
Painters, Sculptors, and Architects. By
Mrs. J. Foster, with selected Notes. Por-

\ trait. 6 vols., Vol, VI. being an additional
I Volume of Notes by J. P. Richter. N, S.

WERNER'S Templars in Cyprus.
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis. X. S.

WESLEY, the Life of. and the Rise
and Progre'^s of Methodism. By Robert
Southey. Portrait. 5^. ..V. ^S".

' WHEATLEY. A Rational Illustra-
tion of the Book of Common Praj'er, being
the Substance of ever\';ning Liturtjical in

all former Ritualist Corr.i.".entators upon the

i
subject. Fror.tisipiece. .V. S.



HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARIES.

HISTORICAL LIBRARY.
22 Vohiines at ^s. each, {^l. los. per set.)

EVELYN'S Diary and Correspond-
dence, with the Private Correspondence of
Charles I and Sir Edward Nicholas, and
between Sir Edward Hyde (Earl of Claren-
don) and Sir Richard Browne. Edited from
the Original MSS. by W, Bray, F.A.S.
4 vols. -V. S. 45 Engravings (after Van-
dyke, Lely, Kneller, and Jamieson, &c.).

N.B.—This edition contains 130 letters

from Evelyn and his wife, contained in no
other edition.

PEPTS' Diary and Correspondence.
With Life and Notes, by Lord Braybrooke.
4 vols. ^V. S. With Appendix containing
additional Letters, an Index, and 31 En-
gravings {after Vandyke, Sir P. Lely,
Holbein, Kneller, iic).

JESSE'S MemoiTE of the Court of
England under the Stuarts, including the

Protectorate. 3 vols. With Index and 42
Portraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c.).

Memoirs of the Pretenders and
their Adherents. 7 Portraits.

NUGENT'S (Lord) Memorials of
Hampden, his Party and Times. With
Memoir. 12 Portraits (after Vandyke
and others). N. S,

STRICKLAND'S (Agnes) Lives of the
Queens of England from the Norman
Contjuest. From authentic Documents,
public and private. 6 Portraits. 6 vols.

N.S.
Life of Mary Queen of Scots.

2 Portraits. 2 vols. N. S.

Lives of the Tudor and Stuart
Princesses. With 2 Portraits. A'. S.

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY.
17 Vols, at ^s. each^ excepting those viarked othei-cvise, (3/. igs. per set.)

BACON'S Novum Organum and Ad-
vancement of Learning. With Notes by
J. Devey, M.A.

BAX. A Handbook of the History
of Philosophy, for the use of Siudeftts.

By E. Belfort Bax, Editor of Kant's
' Prolegomena.' s^-

-^'- '^'•

COMTE'S Philosophy Of the Sciences.
An Exposition of the Principles of the
Cours lie Philosophie Positive. By G. H.
Lewes, Author of * The Life of Goethe.'

DRAPER (Dr. J. W.) A History of
the Intellectual Development of Europe.
2 vols. N. S,

HEGEL'S Philosophy of History. By
J. Sibree, M.A.

KANT'S Critique of Pure Reason.
By J. M. D. Areiklejohn. N. S.

Prolegomena and Metaphysical
Foundations of Natural Science, with Bio-
graphy and Memoir by E. Belfort Bax.
Portrait. N. .i".

LOGIC, or the Science of Inference.
A Popular Manual. By J. Devey.

MILLER (Professor). History Philo-
sophically Illustrated, from the Fall of the

Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
With Memoir. 4 vols. si". td. each.

SCHOPENHAUER on the Fourfold
Root of the Principle of Sufficient Rensuii.

and on th*.- Will ir^ N.iture. Trans, from
the ( icrmuii.

SPINOZA'S Chief "Worts. Trans, with
Introduction by R. H. M. Elwes. 2 vols.

Vol. I.—Tractatus Theologico-Politicus
—Political Treatise.

Vol. II.— Improvement of the Under-
standing—Etliics—Letters.

TENTTEMANN'S Manual of the His-
tory of Philosophy. Trans, by Rev. .A
Johnson, M.A,



BONN'S LIBRARIES.

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY.
15 Vols, at 5j. each, excepting those marked othejivise. (3/. 13J, 6d. pe7- set,)

BLEEK. Introduction to the Old
Testament. By Friedrich Bleek. Trans,
under the supervision of Rev. E. Venables,
Residentiary Canon of Lincoln. 2 vols.

iV. S.

CHILLINGWORTirs Religion of
Protestants, ^s. td.

EUSEBIUS. Ecclesiastical Hlstory
of Eusebius Pamphilius, Bishop ofC;ES?.rea.
Trans, by Rev. C. F. Cruse, M.A. With
Notes, Life, and Chronological T:iljics.

EVAGRIUS. History of the Church.—See Theodoret.

HARDWICK. History ofthe Articles
.if Religion : to which is added a Series of
Documents from a.d. 1536 to a.d. 1615,

Ed. by Rev. F. Proctor. N. S,

HENRY'S (Matthew) Exposition of
the Book of Psalms. Numerous Woodcuis.

PEARSON (John, D.D.) Exposition
of the Creed. Edit, by E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes, Analysis, and Indexes. iV. S.

PHILO-JUD^US, Works of. The
Contemporary of Josephus. Trans, by
C. D. Yonge. 4 vols.

PHILOSTORGIUS. Ecclesiastical
History of.

—

See Sozoinen.

SOCRATES' Ecclesiastical History.
Comprising a History of the Church from
CoHstantine, a.d. 305, to the 38th year of
Theodosius II. With Short Account of
the Author, and selected Notes.

SOZOMEN'S Ecclesiastical History.
A.D. 324-440. With Notes, Prefatory Re-
marks by Valesius, and Short Memoir.
Together with the Ecclesiastical His-
tory OF Philostorgius, as epitomised by
Photius. Trans, by Rev. E. Walfbrd, M.A.
With Notes and brief Life.

THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. His-
tories of the Church from a.d. 332 to the
Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia, a.d.

427 ; and from a.d. 431 to a.d. 544. With
Memoirs.

WIESELER'S (Karl) Chronological
S>'nopsis of the Four Gospels. Trans, by
Rev. Canon Venables. N. S.

ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.
35 Vois. at 5j, eac/i. (8/. i^s. per set,)

ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE, — See
Bede.

ASSER'S Life of Alfred.—kS-^c Six O. E.
Chronicles.

BEDE'S (Venerable) Eccleeiastical
History of England. Together with the

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. With Notes,
Short Life, Analysis, and Map. Edit, by
;. A. Giles, D.C.L.

BOETHIUS'S Consolation of Phllo-
^ophy. King Alfred's Anglo-Saxon Ver-

sion of. With an English Translation on
opposite pages, Notes, Introduction, and
Glossary, by Rev. S, Fox, M.A. To
which is added the Anglo-Saxon Version of

the Metres of Boethius, with a free

Translation by Martin F. Tupper, D.C.L.

BRAND'S Popular Antiquities of
tngland, Scotland, and Ireland. Illus-

trating the Origin of our Vulgar and Pro-

vincial Customs, Ceremonies, and Super-

stitions. By Sir Henry Ellis, K,H., F.Is..S.

Frontispiece. 5 vols.

CHRONICLES of the CRUSADES.
Contemporary Narratives of Richard Cocur
de Lion, by Richard of Devizes and Geof-
frey de Vtnsauf; and of the Crusade at
Saint Louis, by Lord John de Joinville.
With Short Notes. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

DYER'S (T. F. T.) British Popular
Customs, Present and Past. An Account
of the various Games and Customs asso-
ciated with different Days of the Year in
the British Isles, arranged according to the
Calendar. By the Rev. T. F. Thiselton
Dyer, M.A.

EARLY TRAVELS IN PALESTINE.
Comprising the Narratives of Arculf,
Willibald, Bernard, S^wulf, Sigurd, Ben-
jamin of Tudela, Sir John Maundeville,
Dela Brocquiere, and Maundrell ; all un-
abridged. With Introduction and Notes
by Thomas Wright. Map of Jerusalem.



ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY,

ELLIS (G.) Specimens of Early En-
glish iletrical Romances, relatintj to

Arthur, Merlin, Guy of Warwick, Richard
Coeur de Lion, Charlemagne, Roland, &c.
&c. With Historical Introduction by J. O.
Halliweil, F.R.S. Illuminated Frontis-

piece from an old MS.

ETHEL'WERD. Chronicle of.— See
Six O. E. Chronicles.

FLORENCE OF "WORCESTER'S
Chronicle, with the Two Continuations ;

comprising Annals of English History
from the Departure of the Romans to the

Reign of Edward I. Trans., with Notes,
by Thomas Forester, M.A.

GEO FFRET OF MONMOUTH.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

GESTA ROMANORUM, or Enter-
taining Rloral Stories invented by the

Monks. Trans, with Notes by the Rev.
Charles Swan. Edit, by W. Hooper, M.A.

GILDAS. Chronicle of.—Sec Six O. E.
Chronicles.

GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS' Histori-
cal Works. Containing Topography of

Ireland, and History of the Conquest of

Ireland, by Th. Forester, M A. Itinerary

through Wales, and Description of Wales,

by Sir R, Colt Hoare.

HENRY OF HITNTINGDON'S His-
tory of the English, from the Roman In-

vasion to the Accession of Henry II.

;

with the Acts of King Stephen, and the

Letter to Walter. By T. Forester, M.A.
Frontispiece from au old MS.

INGULPH'S Chronicles of the Abbey
of Croyland, with the Continuation by
Peter of Klois and others. Trans, with

Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Fairy My-
thology, illustrative of the Romance and
Superstition of Various Countries. Frontis-

piece by Crcikshank. N. S.

LEPSIUS'S Letters ftrom Egypt,
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai ; to

which are added, Extracts from his

Chronology of the Egyptians, with refer-

ence to the Exodus of the Israelites. By
L. and J. B. Horner. Mapsand Coloured

View of Mount Barkal.

MALLET'S Northern Antiquities, or
an Hibtorical Account of the Manners,
Customs, Religions, and Literature of the

Ancient Scandinavians. Trans, by Bishop

Perey. With Translation of the Prose
Ildda, and Notes by J. A. Blackwell.

A.lso an Abstract of the ' Eyrbyggia Saga '

by Sir Walter Scott. With Glossary

and Coloured Frontispiece.

MARCO POLO'S Travels ; with Notes
and Introduction. Edit, by T. Wright.

MATTHEW PARIS'S English His-
tory, from 1235 to 1273. By Rev. J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. With Frontispiece. 3 vols.—
See also Roger 0/ Wend<rver.

MATTHEW OF WESTMINSTER'S
Flowers of History, especially such as re-

late to the affairs of Britain, from the be-
ginning of the World to a.d. 1307. By
C. D. Yonge. 2 vols.

NENNIUS, Chronicle of.-
O. E. Chronicles.

See Six

ORDERICUSVITALIS' Ecclesiastical
History of England and Normandy. With
Notes, Introduction of Guizot, and the
Critical Notice of M. Delille, by T.
Forester, M.A. To which is added the
Chronicle of St. Evroult. With Gene-
ral and Chronological Indexes. 4 vols.

PATJLTS (Dr. R.) Life of Alfred the
Great. To which is appended Alfred's
Anglo-Saxon Version of Orosius. With
literal Translation interpaged, Notes, and
an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Glossary,
by B. Thorpe, Esq. Frontispiece,

RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

ROGER DE HOVEDEIfS Annals of
English History, comprising the History
of England and of other Countries of Eu-
rope from A.D. 732 to A.D. 1201. With
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A. 2 vols.

ROGER OF WENDOVER'S Flowers
of History, comprising the History of
England from the Descent of the Saxons to

A.D. 1235, formerly ascribed to Matthew
Paris. With Notes and Index by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. 2 vols.

SIX OLD ENGLISH CHRONICLES :

viz., Asser's Life of Alfred and the Clixoni-

cles of Ethelwerd, Gildas, Nennius, Geof-
frey of Monmouth, and Richard of Ciren-
cester. Edit., with Notes, by J. A. Giles,

D.C.L. Portrait of Alfred.

WlLLlAM O F MALMESBURT'S
Chronicle of the Kings of England, from
the Earliest Period to King Stephen. By
Rev. J. Sharpe. With Notes by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. Frontispiece.

YULE-TIDE STORIES. A Collection

of Scandinavian and North-German Popu-
lai Talco and Traditions, from the Swedish,
Danish, and German. Edit, by B . Thorpe.
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ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY.
Vols, at 5^. cach^ excepting those marked otherwise. (23/. i is, per set.

)

ALLEN'S (Joseph, R.N.) Battles of
the British Navy. Revised edition, with
Indexes of Names and Events, and 57 Por-

|

traits and Plans. 2 vols.
1

ANDERSEN'S Danish Fairy Tales.
Hy Caroline Peachey. With Short Life
and 120 Wood Engravings.

ARIOSTO'S Orlando Furioso. In
;

English Verse by W. S. Rose. With Notes
1

and Short Memoir. Portrait after Titian,
and 24 Steel Engravings. 2 vols.

BECHSTEIN'S Cage and Chamber
Birds : their Natural History, Habits, &c. ;

Together with Sweet's British War-
blers. 45 Plates and Woodcuts. N, S.

—^ or with the Plates Coloured, ys. 6d. ;

BONOMI'S Nineveh and its Palaces, ;

The Discoveries of Eotta and Layard '

applied to the Elucidation of Holy Writ. .

7 Plates and 294 Woodcuts. A'. S.

BUTLER'S Hudihras, with Variorum
!

Notes and Biography. Portrait and z8 :

Illustrations, 1

CATTERMOLE'S Evenings at Had-
don Hall. Romantic Tales of the Olden
Times. With 24 Steel Engravings after
Cattermole.

CHINA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, with some account of Av-a and
the Burmese, Slam, and Anam, Map, and
nearly 100 Illustrations.

CRAIK'S (G. L.) Pursuit of Know-
ledge under Difficulties. Illustrated by
Anecdotes and Memoirs. Numerous Wood-
cut Portraits. A'. S.

CRtJIKSHANK'S Three Courses and
a Dessert ; compri»ting three Sets of Tales,
West Country', Irish, and Legal ; and a
JMdlange. With 50 Illustrations by Cruik-
shank. N. S.

Punch and Judy. The Dialogue of
the Puppet Show ; an Accountof its Origin,
&c. 24 Illustrations by Cruikshank, JV. S.

With Coloured Plates, js. 6d.

DIDRON'S Chrif^tian Icouo^aphy
;

a History of Christian Art in the Middle
Ages. By the late A. N. Didron. Trans,
by E. J. Alillington, and completed, with
Additions and Appendices, by Margaret
Stokes. 2Vols. Withnumerouslllustrations.

Vol. I. The History of the Nimbus, the
Aureole, and the Glory; Representations
of the Persons of the Trinity.

Vol. II. The Trinity; Angels; Devils;

The Soul ; The Christian Scheme. Appen-
dices.

DANTE, in English Verse, by I. C. Wright,
M.A. With Introduction and Memoir.
Portrait and 34 Steel Engravings after

Flaxman. iV. S.

DYER (Dr. T. H.) Pompeii: its Build-
ings and Antiquities. An Account of the
City, with full Description of the Remains
and Recent Excavations, and an Itir.erary

for Visitors. By T. H. Dyer, LL.D.
Nearly 300 Wood Engravings, ^lap, and
Plan. ys. 6d. .V. S.

Rome : History of the City, with
Introduction on recent Excavations. 8

Engravings, Frontispiece, and 2 Maps.

GIL BLAS. The Adventures of.
From the French of Lesage by Smollett.

24 Engravings after Smirke, and 10 Etch-
ings by Cruikshank. 612 pages. 6s.

GRIMM'S Gammer Grethel; or, Ger-
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stories.
containing 42 Fairy Tales. By Edgar
Taylor. Numerous Woodcuts after Cruik-
shank and Ludwig Grimm. 3^. 6d.

HOLBEIN'S Dance of Death and
Bible Cuts. Upwards of 150 Subjects, en-
graved in facsimile, with Introduction and
Descriptions by the late Francis Douce
and Dr. Dibdin. js. 6d.

HOWITT'S (Mary) Pictorial Calen-
dar of the Seasons; embodying Aiki.v's
Calendar of Nature. Upwards of 100
Woodcuts.

INDIA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, from the Earliest Times. lOo
Engravings on Wood and Map,

JESSE'S Anecdotes of Dogs. With
40 Woodcuts after Harvey, Eewick, and
others. ^V, S.

With 34 additional Steel Engra\ings
after Cooper, Landseer, S:c. 7^. 6d. A". S.

KING'S (C. W.) Natural History of
Gems or Decorative Stones. Illustra-
tions. 6s.

Natural History of Precious
Stones and Metals. Illustrations. 6s.

KITTO'S Scripture Lands. Described
in a series of Historical, Geographical, and
Topographical Sketches. 42 Maps.

With the Maps coloured, 7^. 6d.

KRUMMACHER'S Parables. 40 Illus-

trations.

LINDSAY'S (Lord) Letters on Egypt,
Edora, and the Holy Land. 36 Wood
Engravings and 2 Maps.
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LODGE'S Portraits of Illustrions
Personages, of Great Britain, with Bio-

graphical and Historical Memoirs. 240
Portraits engraved on Steel, with the

respective Bi©graphies unabridged. Com-
plete in 8 vols.

LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Works,
including his Tninsjaiions and Notes. 24
full-page Woodcuts by Birket Foster and
others, and a Portrait. N. S.

Without the Illustrations, -^s.bd. N.S.

Prose Works. With t6 full-page

Woodcuts by Birket Foster and others.

LOUDON'S (Mrs.) Entertaining Na-
turalist. Popular Descriptions, Tales, and
Anecdotes, of more than 500 Animals.
Numerous Woodcuts. -V. ^.

MARRYAT'S (Capt., R.N.) Master-
man Ready ; or, the Wreck of the Pncijic.
(Written for Voiing People.) Wkh 93
Woodcuts. 3^. 6rf. N. S.

Mission; or, Scenes in Africa.
(Written for \'oung I'eople.) Illustraied

by Gilbert and Dalziel. 3J. 6ti. N. S.

Pirate and Three Cutters. (Writ-

ten for Voung People.) With a Memoir.
8 Steel Engravings after Clarkson Sian-
field, R.A. 3s. 6d. .V. 3-.

Privateersman. Adventures by Sea
and Land One Hundred Years Ago.
(Written for Young People.) 8 Steel En-
gravings. 2^- ^'^- -^^'- *^-

Settlers in Canada. (Written for

Young People.) 10 Engravings by Gilbert
and Dalziel. 3J. 6d. N S.

Poor Jack. (Written for Young
People.) With r6 Illustrations after Clark-
son Stanfield, R.A. 3s. 6d. N. S.

Midshipman Easy. With 8 fuil-

page Illustrations. Small post Svo. 3^. bd.

.V.S.

Peter Simple. With S full-page Illus-

trations. Small po-;t 8vo. 3.?. o-/. A'.S.

MAXWELL'S Victories of Welling-
ton and the British Armies. Frontispiece
and 4 Portraits.

MICHAEL ANGELO and RAPHAEL,
Their Lives and Works. By Duppa and
Quatremere de Quincy. Portraits and
Engravings, including the Last Judgment,
and Cartoons. N". S.

MILLER'S History of the Anglo-
Saxons, from the Earliest Period to the
Norman Conquest. Portrait of Alfred, Map
of Saxon Britain, and 12 Steel Engravings.

MILTON'S Poetical Works, with a
Memoir and Notes by J. Montgomery, an
Index to Paradise Lost, Todd's Verbal
Index to all the Poems, and Notes. 120
Wood Engravings. 2 vols. iV". .S".

MUDIE'S History of British Birds.
Revised by W, C. L. Martin. 52 Figures of
Birds and 7 Plates of Eggs. 2 vols. JV.S.

With the Plates coloured, 7s. 6d. per vol.

NAVAL and MILITARY HEROES
of Great Britain ; a Record of British
Valour on every Day in the year, from
William the Conqueror to the Battle of
Inkermann. By Major Johns, R.M., and
Lieut. P. H. Nicolas, R.M. Indexes. 24
Portraits after Holbein, Reynolds, &c. 6s.

NICOLINT'S History of the Jesuits :

their Origin, Progress, Doctrines, and De-
signs. 8 Portraits.

PETRARCH'S Sonnets, Triumphs,
and other Poems, in English Verse. With
Life by Thomas Campbell. Portrait and
15 Steel Engravings.

PICKERINCys History of the Races
of Man, and their Geographical Distribu-
tion ; with An Analytical Synopsis of
THE Natural History of Man. By Dr.
Hall. Map of the World and 12 Plates.

With the Plates coloured, js. 6d.

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK OF
Modern (ieography on a Popular Plan.
Compiled from the best Authorities, English
and Foreign, by H. G. Bohn. 150 Wood-
cuts and 51 Maps. 6s,

With the Maps coloured, 7s. 6d.

Without the Maps, 3^. 6d.

POPE'S Poetical Works, including
Translations. Edit., with Notes, by R.
Carruihers. 2 vols.

Homer's Iliad, with Introduction
and Notes by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
With Flaxman's Designs. N. S,

Homer's Odyssey, with the Battle
OP Frogs and Mice, Hymns, &c., by
other translators, including Chapman. In-
troduction and Notes by J. S. Watson,
M.A. With Flaxman's Designs, N, S.

Life, including many of his Letters.
By R. Carruthers. Numerous Illustrations.

POTTERY AND PORCELAIN, and
other objects of Vertu. Comprising an
Illustrated Catalogue of the Bernal Col-
lection, with the prices and names of the
Possessors. Also an Introductory Lecture
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an Engraved
List of all Marks and Monograms. By
H. G. Bohn. Numerous Woodcuts.

With coloured Illustrations, 10s. 6d,

PROUT'S (Father) Reliques. Edited
by Rev. F. Mahony. Copyright edition,
with the Author's last corrections and
additions. 21 Etchings by D. MacHse,
R.A, Nearly 600 pages. 5s. N. S.
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I

RECREATIONS IN SHOOTING. With \

some Account of the Game found in the
Britishlsles, and Directions for theManage-
ment of Dog and Gun. By ' Craven.' 62
Woodcuts and 9 Steel Engravings after

A. Cooper, R.A.
REDDING'S History and Descrip-

tions of Wines, Ancient and Modern. 20
Woodcuts.

RENNIE. Insect Architecture. Re-
vised by Rev. J. G. Wood, M.A. 186

Woodcuts. N. S.

ROBINSON CRUSOE. With Memoir of
Defoe, 12 Steel Engravings and 74. Wood-
cuts after Stothard and Harvey.

Without the Engravings, ^5. 6d.

ROME IN THE NINETEENTH CEN-
lury. An Account in 1817 of the Ruins zi

the Ancient City, and Monuments ofModern
Times. By C. A. Eaton. 34 Steel En-
gravings. 2 vols.

SHARFE (S.) The History of Effjrpt,
from the Earliest Times till the Conquest
by the Arabs, a.d. 640. 2 Maps and up-
wards of 400 Woodcuts, z vols, N. S.

SOUTHEY'S Life of Nelson. With
1

Additional Notes, Facsimiles of Nelson's !

Writing, Portraits, Plans, and 50 Engrav- 1

ings, after Birket Foster, &c. N. S.
\

STARLINGFS (Miss) Noble Deeds of
\

Women; or, ExamplesofFemale Courage,
;

Fortitude, and Virtue. With 14 Steei Por-
|

traits. TV. S. 1

STUART and REVETT'S Antiquities
|

of Athens, and other Monuments of Greece ; ,

with Glossary of Terms used in Grecian
|

Architecture. 71 Steel Plates and numerous ;

Woodcuts.
I

SWEET'S British Warblers. s^-^See
\

Bechstcin. ,

TALES OF THE GENII; or, the
Delightful Lessons of Horam, the Son of
Asmar. Trans, by SirC. Morrell. Numer-

,

ous Woodcuts. '

TASSO^S Jerusalem Delivered. In
English Spenserian Verse, with Life, by
J. H. Wiffen. With 8 Engravings and 24
Woodcuts. iV. S.

WALKER'S Manly Exercises; con-
taining Skating, Riding, Driving, Hunting,
Shootmg, Sailing, Rowing, Swimming, &c.
44 Engravings and numerous Woodcuts.

WALTON'S Complete Angler, or the
Contemplative Man's Recreation, by Izaak
Walton and Charles Cotton. With Me-
moirs and Notes by E. Jesse. Also an
Account of Fishing Stations, Tackle, &c.,
by H. G. Bohn. Portrait and 203 Wood-
cuts. N. S.

With 26 additional Engravings on Steel,

7^. 6d.

LivesofDonne,Wotton, Hooter,
&c., with Notes. A New Edition, re-

vised by A. H. BuUen, with a Memoir
of Izaak Walton by William Dowling. 6

Portraits, 6 Autograph Sienatures, &c.
iV. S.

WELLINGTON, Life of. From the
Materials of Maxwell. 18 Steel En-
gravings.

Victories of.—See Maxwell.
WESTROPP (H. M.) A Handbook of

ArchsEology, Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan,
Roman. By H. M. Westropp. Numerous
Illustrations, yj. 6d. N. S.

WHITE'S Natural History of Sel-
borne, with Observations on various Parts
of Nature, and the Naturalists' Calendar.
Sir W. Jardine. Edit., with Notes and
Memoir, by E. Jesse. 40 Portraits. N. S.

With the Plates coloured, 7s. 6d. N. S.

YOUNG LADY'S BOOK, The. A
Manual of Recreations, Arts, Sciences, and
Accomplishments. 1200 Woodcut Illustra-

tions, js. Sd.

cloth gilt, gilt edges, qs.

CLASSICAL LIBRARY.
Translations from the Grlek and Latin.

loi Vols, at 5j. eack^ excepting those fnai'ked othertvise, (24/. 15^. dd. per set.)

^SCHYLtrS, The Dramas of. In
English Verse by Anna Swanwick. 4th

edition. N. S.

The Tragedies of. In Prose, with
Notes and Introduction, by T. A. Buckley,
K.A. Portrait. 3J. 6d.

AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS. His-
tory of Rome during the Reigns of Con-
stantius, Julian, Jovianus,Valentinian, and
Valens, by C. D. Yonge, B.A. Double
volume. 7J. td.

ANTONINUS (M. Aurelius), The
ITioughts of. Translated literally, with
Notes, Biographical Sketch, and Essay on
the Philosophy, by George Long, M.A.
35. td, N, 6".

AFTJLEIUS, The Works of. Com-
prising the Golden Ass, God of Socrates,
Florida, and Discourse of Magic. With
a Metrical Version of Cupid and Psyche,
and Mrs. Tighe's Psyche. Frontis-
piece.
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ARISTOPHANES' Comedies. Trans.,
with Notes and Extracts from Krere's and
other Metrical Versions, by W. J. Hickie.
Portrait. 2 vols.

ARISTOTLE'S Nicomachean Ethics.
Trans., with Notes, Analytical Introduc-
tion, and Questions for Students, by Ven.
Archdn. Browne.
— Politics and Economics. Trans.,
wich Notes, Analyses, and Index, by E.
Walford, M.A., and an Essay and Life by
Dr. Gillies.

Metaphysics, Trans., with Notes,
Analysis, and Examination Questions, by
Rev. John H. M'Mahon, M.A.

History ofAnimals. In Ten Books.
Trans., with Notes and Index, by R.
Cresswell, M.A.

Org'anon ; or. Logical Treatises, and
the Introduction of Porphyrj*. With Notes,
Analysis, and Introduction, by Rev. O.
F. Owen, M.A. 2 vols. 3.1. td. each.

-—- Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans., with
Hobbes' Analysis, Exam. Questions, and
Notes, by T. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

ATHEN^US. The Deipnosophists

;

or, the Banquet of the Learned. By C. D.
Yonge, B.A. With an Appendix of Poeti-
cal Fragments. 3 vols.

ATLAS of Classical Greography, 22
large Coloured Maps. With a complete
Index. Imp. 8vo. 7^. td.

BION.—5cf Theocritus.

C^ SAR . Commentaries on the
Gallic and Civil Wars, with the Supple-
mentary Books attributed to Hirtius, in-

cluding the complete Alexandrian, African,

and Spanish Wars. Trans, with Notes.
Portrait.

CATULLUS, Tibnllus, and the Vigil
of Venus. Trans, with Notes and Bio-
graphical Introduction. To which are
added, Metrical Versions by Lamb,
Grainger, and others. Frontispiece.

CICERO'S Orations. Trans, by C. D.
Vonge, B.A. 4 vols.

On Oratory and Orators. With
Letters to Qnintus and Brutus. Trans.,
with Notes, by Rev, J. S. Watson, M.A.

On the Nature of the GodSt Divi-
nation, Fate, Laws, a Republic, Consul-
ship. Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge,
B.A.

Academics, De Finibus, and Tuscu-
lan Questions. By C. D. Yonge, B.A.
With Sketch of the Greek Philosophers
mentioned by Cicero.

CICERO'S OrQ.t\oViS.—Coniiniied.

Offices; or. Moral Duties. Cato
Major, an Essay on Old Age ; Lselius, an
Essay on Friendship ; Scipio's Dream

;

Paradoxes ; Letter tu Quintus on Magis-
trates. Trans., with Notes, by C. R. Ed-
monds. Portrait, -^s. 6d.

DEMOSTHENES* Orations. Trans.,
with Notes, Arguments, a Chronological
Abstract, and Appendices, by C. Rann
Kennedy. 5 vols.

DICTIONARY ofLATIN and GREEK
Quotations

; including Proverbs, Maxims.
Mottoes, Law Terms and Phrases. With
the Quantities marked, and English Trans-
lations.

With Index Verborum (622 pages). 6s.

Index Verborum to the above, with the
Qua7ttities and Accents marked (56 pages),
limp cloth. IS.

DIOGENES LAERTIUS. Lives and
Opinions of the Ancient Philosophers,
Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge, B.A.

EPICTETUS. The Discourses of.
With the Encheiridion and Fragments.
With Notes, Life, and View of his Philo-
sophy, by George Long, M.A. N. S.

EURIPIDES. Trans., with Notes and In-
troduction, by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 2 vols.

GREEK ANTHOLOGY. In English
Prose by G. Burges, M.A. With Metrical
Versions by Bland, Merivale, Lord Den-
man, &c.

GREEK ROMANCES of Heliodorns,
Longus, and Achilles Tatius ; viz., I'he
Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea

;

Amours of Daphnis and Chloe ; and Loves
of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans., with
Notes, by Rev. R. Smith, M.A.

HERODOTUS. Literally trans, by Rev.
Henry Gary, M.A. Portrait.

HE SI op, CALLIMACHUS, and
Theognis. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Notices by Rev. J. Hanks,
M.A. Together with the Metrical Ver-
sions of Hesiod, by Elton ; Callimachua,
by Tytler; and Theognis, by Frere.

HOMER'S niad. In English Prose, with
Notes by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

Odyssey, Hymns, Epigrams, and
Battle of the Frogs and Mice. In Englisli

Prose, with Notes and Memoir by T, A.
Buckley, B.A

HORACE. In Prose by Smart, with Notes
selected by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait- -^s. 6d.

JULIAN THE EMPEROR, Bv the

Rev. C. W. King, M.A.
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JUSTm, CORNELIUS NEPOS, and
Eutropius. Trans., with Notes, by Rev.
J. S. Watson, M.A.

JUVENAL, PERSIUS, SULPICIA,
and Lucilius. In Prose, with Notes,
Chronological Tables^ Arguments, by L.
Evans, M.A. To which is added the Me-
trical Version of Juvenal and Persius by
Gifford. P'rontispiece.

LIVY. The History of Rome. Trans,
by Dr. Spillan and others. 4 vols. Por-
trait.

LUCAN'S Pharsalia. In Prose, with
Notes by H. T. Riley.

LUCIAN'S Dialogues of the Gods,
of the Sea Gods, and of the Dead. Trans,
by Howard Williams, M.A.

LUCRETIUS. In Prose, with Notes and
Hiographical Introduction by Rev. J. S.

Watson, M.A. To which is added the
Metrical Version by J. M. Good.

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. In
Prose, with Verse Translations selected

from English Poets, and other sources.

Dble. vol. (670 pages). 7^. dd.

MOSCHUS.—Jftf Theocritus.

OVID'S "Works, complete. In Prose,
with Notes and Introduction, 3 vols.

PAUSANIAS' Description of Greece.
Translated into English, with Notes and
Index. By Arthur Richard Shilleto, M.A.,
sometime Scholar of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, 2 vols.

PHALARIS. Bentley'6 Dissertations
upon the Epistles of PhaUris, Themisto-
cles, Socrates, Euripides, and the Fables
of ^sop. With Introduction and Notes
by Prof. W. Wagner, Ph.D.

PINDAR. In Prose, with Introduction
and Notes by Dawson W. Turner. To-
gether with the Metrical Version by Abra-
ham Moore. Portrait.

PLATO'S Works. Trans., with Intro-

duction and Notes. 6 vols.

Dialogues. A Summary and Analysis
of. With Analytical Index to the Greek
text of modern editions and to the above
translations, by A. Day, LL.D.

PLAUTUS'S Comedies. In Prose, with
Notes and Index by H. T. Riley, B.A.

|

2 vols.
I

PLINY'S Natural History, Trans., ,

with Notes, by J. Bostock, M.D., F.R.S.,
and H. T. Riley, B.A. 6 vols.

PLINY. The Letters of Pliny the
;

Younger. Melmoth's Translation, revised,
.

with Notes and short Life, by Rev. F. C.
\

T. Bosanquet, JM.A. i

PLUTARCH'S Morals. Theosophlcal
Essays. Trans, by C. W. King, M.A. N.S.

Ethical Essays. Trans, by \. R.
Shilleto, M.A. N.S.

I Lives. Seepage 7.

PROPERTIUS, The Elegies of. With
Notes, Literally translated by the Rev. P.

' J. F. Gantilion, M.A., with metrical ver-
sions of Select Elegies by Nottand Elton.

QUINTILIAN'S Institutes ofOratory.
Trans., with Notes and Biographical
Notice, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
2 vols.

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEIUS
Paterculus. Trans., with Notes and VAo-
graphical Notices, by J. S. Watson, M.A.

SENECA DE BENEFICHS. Newly
translated by Aubrey Stewart, Td.A.
xs. tii. N. S.

SENECA'S Minor Works. Trandated
by A. Stewart, M.A. [/« the press.

SOPHOCLES. The Tragedies of. In
Prose, with Notes, Arguments, and Intro-
duction. Portrait.

STRABO'S Geography. Trans., with
Notes, by W. Falconer, M.A., and H. C.
Hamilton. Copious Index, giving Ancient
and Modern Names. 3 vols.

SUETONIUS' Lives of the Twelve
Cffisars and Lives of the Grammarians.
I'he Translation of Thomson, revised, with
Notes, by T. Forester.

TACITUS. The Works of. Trans.,
with Notes. 2 vols.

TERENCE and PH^ffiDRUS. In Eng-
lish Prose, with Notes and Arguments, by
H. T. Riley, B.A. To which is added
Smart's Metrical Version of Pha:drus.
With Frontispiece.

THEOCRITUS, BION, MOSCHUS,
and Tyrtaius. In Prose, with Notes and
Arguments, by Rev. J. Banks, M.A. To
which are appended the Metrical Ver-
sions of Chapman. Portrait of Theocritus.

THUCYDIDES. The Peloponnesian
War. Trans., with Notes, by Rev. H.
Dale. Portrait. 2 vols. 3J. 6^. each.

TYRT.ffiUS.—3"^^ Theocritus.

VIRGIL. The Works of. In Prose,
with Notes by Davidson. Revised, with
additional Notes and Biographical Notice,
by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 3.1. td.

XENOPHON'S Works. Trans., with
Notes.by J. S. Watson, M.A., and others.
Portrait. In 3 vols.
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COLLEGIATE SERIES.
10 Vols, at 5j. each, {2I. los, per set.)

DANTE. The Inferno. Prose Trans.,
with the Text of the Original on the same
page, and Explanatory Notes, by John
A. Carlyle, il.D. Portrait. N. S.

The Purgatorio. Prose Trans. , with
the Original on the same page, and Ex-
planatory Notes, byW. S. Dugdale. ^V. S.

NE"W TESTAMENT (The) in Greek.
Griesbach's Text, with the Readings of
Mill and Scholz at the foot of the page, and
Parallel References in the margin. Also a
Critical Introduction and Chronological
Tables. Two Fac-similes of Greek Manu-
scripts. 650 pages. 3J. td.

or bound up with a Greek and English
Lexicon to the New Testament (250 pages
additional, makmg in all 900^. 5J.

The Le.\-icon may be had separately,

price -zs.

DOBREE'S Adversaria. (Notes on the

Greek and Latin Classics.) Edited by the

late Prof. Wagner. 2 vois.

DONALDSON (DrO The Theatre of
the Greeks. Willi Supplementary Treatise
on the Language, Metres, and Prosody of
the Greek Dramatists. Numerous Illus-

trations and 3 Plans. By J. W. Donald-
son, D.D. N. S.

KEIGHTLET'S (Thomas) Mythology
of Ancient Greece and Italy. Revised by
Leonhard Schmitz, Ph.D., LL.D. 12

Plates. .V. S.

HERODOTITS, Notes on. Original
and Selected from the best Commentators.
By D. W. Turner, &I.A. Coloured Map.

Analysis and Summary of, with
a Synchronistical Table of Events—Tables
of Weights, Measures, Aloney, and Dis-
tances— an Outline of the History and
Geography—and the Dates completed from
Gaisford, Baehr, &c. By J. T. Wheeler.

THUCYDDDES. An Analysis and
Summary of. With Chronological Table
of Events, Szc, by J. T. Wheeler.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY.
5S PWs. at 5^. cack^ exceptiJig those marked othenvise, (15/. ^s, per set,)

AGASSIZ and GOULD. Outline of
|

Comparative Physiology touching the I

Structure and Development of the Races
I

ofAnimals living and extinct. For Schools 1

and Colleges. Enlarged by Dr. Wright.
,

With Index and 300 Illustrative Woodcuts.

BOLIiEY'S Manual of Technical
Analysis; a Guide for the Testing and
Valuation of the various Natural and :

Artificial Substances employed in the Arts
j

and Domestic Economy, founded on the
,

work of Dr. Bolley. Edit, by Dr. Paul.
,

100 Woodcuts.
I

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.
Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand \ .

its Mechanism and Vital Endowments, as
evincing Design.

_ Preceded by an Account
of the Author's Discoveries in the Nervous
System by A. Shaw. Numerous Woodcuts.

Kirby on the History, Habits,
and Instincts of Animals. With Notes by
T. Rymer Jones. 100 Woodcuts. 2 vols.

Whe-well's Astronomy and
General Physics, considered with reference
to Natural Theology. Portrait of ihe Earl
of Bridgewater. 35. 6ei.

BRIDGETVATER TREATISES.—
Continued,

Chalmers on the Adaptation of
External Nature to the Moral and Intel-

lectual Constitution ofMan. With Memoir
by Rev. Dr. Gumming. Portrait.

Prout's Treatise on Chemistry,
Aleteorology, and the Function of Diges-

tion, with reference 10 Natural Theology.
Edit, by Dr. J. W. Griffith. 2 Maps.

Buckland's Geology and Miner-
alogy*. With Additions by Prof. Owen,
Prof. Phillips, and R. Brown. Memoir of

Buckland. Portrait. 2 vols. 15J. Vol. \.

Text. Vol. II. 90 large plates with letter-

press.

Roget's Animal and Vegetable
Physiology'. 463 Woodcuts. 2 vols. ts.

each.

Kidd on the Adaptation of Ex-
ternal Nature to the Physical Condition of

Man. -^s. 6d.

CARPENTER'S (Dr. "W. B.) Zoology,
A Systematic View of the Structure, Ha-
bits, Instincts, and Uses of the principal

Families of the Animal Kingdom, and of

the chief Forms of Fossil Remains. Re-
vised by W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Numerous
Woodcuts, z vols. 6s, each.
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CARPENTER'S X^OX^iQ,—Continued.
Mechanical Philosophy, Astro-

nomy, and Horology. A Popular Expo-
sition. i8i Woodcuts.

Vegetable Physiology and Sys-
tematic Botany. A complete Introduction

to the Knowledge of Plants. Revised by
E. Lankester, M.D., &:c. Numerous
Woodcuts, ts.

Animal Physiology. Revised Edi-
tion. 300 Woodcutb. 6^.

CHESS CONGRESS of 1862. A col-

lection of the gn-mcs played. Edited by

J. Liiwenthal. New edition, jj'.

CHEVREUL on Colour. Containing
the Principles of Harmony and Contrast
of Colours, and th'iir Application to the

Arts ; including Painting, Decoration,
Tapestries, Carpets, Mosaics, Glazing,

Staining, Calico Printing, Letterpress

Printing, Map Colouring, Dress, Land-
scape and Flower Gardening, &c. Trans,
by C. Martel. Several Plates.

With an additional series of 16 Plates
in Colours, qs. 6d,

ENNEMOSER'S Kietory of Magic,
Trans, by W. Howicf, With an Appendix
of the most remarkable and best authenti-

cated Stories of Apparitions, Dreams,
Second Sight, Table-Turning, and Spirit-

Rapping, &c. 2 vols.

HIND'S Introduction to Astronomy.
With Vocabular>- of the Terms in present,

use. Numerous V/oodcuts. 35. 6d. N.S,

HOGG'S (Jabez) Elements of Experi-
mental and Natural Philosophy. Being
an Easy Introduction to the Study of
Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hydrostatics,

Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, Caloric,

Electricity, Voltaism, and Magnetism.
400 Woodcuts.

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch
of a Physical Description of the Universe.
Trans, by E. C. Otte, B. H. Paul, and
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Portrait. 3 vols.

3J. 6d. each, excepting vol. v., 5^.

PersonalNarrative ofhis Travels
in America diuring the years 1799-1804.
Trans., with Notes, by T. Ross. 3 vols.

Views of Nature; or, Contem-
plations of the Sublime Phenomena of
Creation, with Scientific Illustrations.

Trans, by E. C. Otte,

HUNT'S (Robert) Poetry of Science
;

or, Studies of the Physical Phenomena of
Nature. By Robert Hunt, Professor at

the School of Mines.

JOYCE'S Scientific Dialogues. A
Familiar Introduction to the Arts and
Sciences. For Schools and Young People.
Numerous Woodcuts.

JOYCE'S Introduction to the Arts
and Sciences, for Schools and Young
People. Divided into Lessons with Ex-
amination Questions. Woodcuts. 35-. 6d.

JUKES-BROWNE'S Student's Hand-
book of Physical Geology. By A. J.
Jukes-Browne, of the Geological Survey of
England. With numerous Diagrams and
Illustrations, 6s. N.S.—

• The Student's Handbook of
Historical Geology. By A. J. Jukes-
Brown, E.A., F.G.S., of the Geological
Survey of England and Wales. With
numerous Diagrams and Illustrations. 6s.

N.S.
The Building of the British

Islands. A Study In Geographical Evolu-
tion. By A. J. Jukes-Browne, F.G.S.
7^. 6d. X.S.

KNIGHT'S (Charles) Knowledge is
Power. A Popular Manual of Political
Economy,

LECTURES ON PAINTING by the
Royal Academicians, Barry, Opie, Fuseli.
With Introductory Essay and Notes by
R. Wornum. Portrait of Fuseli.

LILLY. Introduction to Astrology,
With a Grammar of Astrology and Tables
for calculating Nativities, by Zadkiel.

MANTELL'S (Dr.) Geological Ex-
cursions through the Isle of Wight and
along the Dorset Coast. Numerous Wood-
cuts and Geological Map.
—— Petrifactions and their Teach-

ings. Handbook to the Organic Remains
in the British Museum. Numerous Wood-
cuts. 6s.

Wonders of Geology; or, a
Familiar Exposition of Geological I'heno-
mena. A coloured Geological Map of
England, Plates, and 200 Woodcuts. 2
vols. 7^. 6d. each.

MORPHY'S Games of Chess, being
the Matches and best Games played by the
American Champion, with explanatory and
analytical Notes by J. Lowenthal. With
short Memoir and Portrait of Morphy.

SCHOUW'S Earth, Plants, and Man.
Popular Pictures of Nature. And Ko-
bell's Sketches from the Mineral Kingdom.
Trans, by A. Henfrey, F.R.S. Coloured
Map of the Geography of Plants.

SMITH'S (Pye) Geology and Scrip-
ture ; or, the Relation between the Scriptures
and Geological Science. With Memoir.

STANLEY'S Classified Synopsis of
the Principal Painters of the Dutch and
Flemish Schools, including an Account of
some of the early German Masters. By
George Stanley.

STAUNTON'S ChesB-Player's Hand-
book. A Popular and Scientific Intro-
duction to the Game, with numerous Dia-
grams and Coloured Frontispiece. N.S*
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STAUNTON.—C(7«/z«we£f.

GhesB Praxis, A Supplement to the
Chess-player's Handbook. Containing the
most important modern Improvements in
the Openings ; Code of Chess Laws ; and
a Selection ofMorphy's Games. Annotated.
636 pages. Diagrams. 6^.

Chess-Player's Compauion-
Comprising a Treatise on Odds, Collection
of Match Games, including the French
Match with M. St. Amant, and a Selection
of Original Problems. Diagrams and Co-
loured Frontispiece.

Chess Tournament of 1851.
A Collection of Games played at this cele-
brated assemblage. With Introduction
and Notes. Numerous Diagrams.

STOCKHARDT'S Experimental
Chemistry. A Handbook for the Study
of the Science by simple Experiments.
Edit, by C. W. Heaton, F.C.S. Nu-
merous Woodcuts. N. S.

URE»S (Dr. A.) Cotton Manufacture
of Great Britain, systematically investi-

gated ; with an Introductory View of its

Comparative State in Foreign Countries.
Revised by P. L. Simmonds. 150 Illus-

trations. 2 vols.

Philosophy of Manufactures,
or an Exposition of the Scientific, Moral,
and Commercial Economy of the Factory
System of Great Britain. Revised by
P. L. Simmonds. Numerous Figures.
800 pages. 75-. 6d.

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE.
LBART'S History, Principles, and Practice of Banking. Revised to i8Si 05
A. S. Miuhie, of the Royal Bank of Scotland. Portrait of Gilbart. 2 vols. 10s. N. S.

REFERENCE LIBRARY.
28 Volumes at Viarious Prices. (8/. lOj. per set.

)

BLAIR'S Chronolo^cal Tables.
Comprehending the Chronology and His-
tory of the World, from the Earliest Times
to the Russian Treaty of Peace, April 1856.
By J. W. Rosse. 800 pages. 10s.

Index of Dates. Comprehending
the principal Facts in the Chronology and
History of the World, from the Earliest to
the Present, alphabetically arranged ; being
a complete Index to the foregoing. By
J. W. Rosse. 2 vols. 5^. each.

BOHN'S Dictionary of Quotations
from the English Poets. 4th and cheaper
Edition. 6s.

BUCHANAN'S Dictionary ofScience
and Technical Terms used in Philosophy,
Literature, Professions, Commerce, Arts,
and Trades. By W. H. Buchanan, with
Supplement. Edited by Jas. A. Smith, 6s.

CHRONICLES OF THE TOMBS. A
Select Collection of Epitaphs, with Essay
on Epitaphs and Observations on Sepul-
chral Antiquities. By T. J. Pettigrew,
F.R.S., F.S.A. 5^.

GLARE'S (Hugh) Introduction to
Heraldry. Revised by J. R. Planche. 5J.

950 Illustrations.

Wit/i tli€ Illustrations coloured, isr.

N.S.

COINS, Manual of.—^ce Humphreys.

DATES, Index of.—See Blair.

DICTIONART of Obsolete and Pro-
vincial English. Containing Words from
English Writers previous to the rgth
CentiuT. By Thomas Wright, M.A..
F.S.A., &c. 2 vols. 5.?. each.

EPIGRAMMATISTS (The). A Selec-
tion from the Epigrammatic Literature ©f
Ancient, Medieval, and Modern Times.
With Introduction, Notes, Observations,
Illustrations, an Appendix on Works con-
nected with Epigrammatic Literature,
by Rev. H. Dodd, M.A. 6^. N. S.

GAMES, Handbook of. Comprising
Treatises on above 40 Games of Chance,
Skill, and Manual Dexterity, includin'^
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The only authorised Edition; no others published in Etigland contain

the Derivations and Etymological Notes of Dr. Mahn, who
devoted several years to this portion of the Work.

^WEBSTER'S DICTIONAilY
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Thoroughly revised and improved byCHAUNCEY A. Goodrich, D.D., LL.D.,

and Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College.

THE GUINEA DICTIONARY.
New Edition [1880], with a Supplement of upwards of 4600 New Words and

Meanings.

1628 Pages. 3000 Illustrations.

The features of this volume, which render it perhaps the most useful

Dictionary for general reference extant, as it is undoubtedly one of the cheapest

books ever published, are as follows :

—

1. Completeness.— It contains 114,000 words.

2. Accuracy of Definitio.n.

3. Scientific and Technical Terms.

4. Etymology.

5. The Orthography is based, as fat as possible, on Fixed Principles.

6. Pronunciation.

7. The Illustrative Citations.

8. The Synonyms.

9. The Illustrations, which exceed 3000.

Cloth, 2ii. ; half-bound in calf, 3ar. ; calf or half russia, 3IJ. 6rf. ; russia, 2/.

With Xew Biographical Appendix, containing over 9700 Names.

THE COMPLETE DICTIONARY
Contains, in addition to the above matter, several valuable Literary Appendices,

and 70 extra pages of Illustrations, grouped and classified.

I vol. 1919 pages, cloth, %ls. dd.

• Certainly the best practical English Dictionary extant.'

—

Quarterly Rruiew, 1873.

Prospectuses, zuith Specimen Pa^^es, setit postfree on application.

* * To be obtaitted through all Booksellers.
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Jjefoe's The rL.A.ouE IN London. ' Burkf/s Lssav nx 'The Schi.ime

Irvixc's Life of Mahomet. and liK.vri nri..' With .Short
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ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.

BOOK VII.

CONTAINING THE INTEEVAl OP FORTY TEARS FROM THE
DEATH OP SAUL TO THE DEATH OF DAYID.

CHAP. I.

Sow David reigned over one Trihe at Hebron, while the Son
of Saul reigned over the rest, and how in the Oivil War
which arose Asahel and AJbner were slain.

§1-

THIS fight happened to be on the same day on which
David got back to Ziklag, after his victory over the

Amalekites. And when he had been already two days at
Ziklag, there came to him the man who slew Saul, on the
third day after the fight. He had escaped out of the battle

with the Philistines, and had his clothes rent, and ashes
upon his head. And when he made his obeisance to

David, he inquired of him whence he came. He replied

from the battle of the Israelites : and informed him that
the end of it was unfortunate, many myriads of the
Israelites having been cut off, and Saul and his sons
slain. He also said, that he could give him this infor-

mation, because he was present at the victory gained
over the Hebrews, and was with the king when he fled, and
admitted that he had himself skin the king, when he was
about to be taken by the enemy, as he asked him to do,

because, when he fell on his sword, his many wounds had
II. B
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made him so weak that lie was not able to kiU himself.

He also produced, as tokens that the king was slain, the

golden bracelets that had been on the king's arms, and the

crown which he had taken ofE Said's dead body to bring to

him. And David being no longer able to doubt the truth

of what he said, but seeing most evident tokens that Saul

was dead, rent his garments, and continued all that day
with his companions weeping and lamenting. This grief

was augmented by his regret for Jonathan, the son of

Saul, who had been his most faithful friend, and the

author of his own safety. He also showed such virtue

and kindness for Saul, as not only to take his death to

heart, though he had been frequently in danger of losing

his life by him, but also to punish him that slew him : for

he told ham that he was his own accuser, as the very man
who had slain the king, and when he learned that he

was the son of an Amalekite, he commanded him to be

slain. He also committed to writing some lamentations

and funeral panegyrics on Saul and Jonathan, which have

continued to my own time.

§ 2. Now when David had paid these honours to the

king, and left off mourning, he inquired of God by the

prophet which of the cities of the tribe of Judah he
bestowed upon him to dwell in ? And he answered,

that he bestowed upon him Hebron.' So he left Ziklag,

and went to Hebron, and took with him his two wives

and his armed men. And all the people of the fore-

mentioned tribe came to him, and elected him as their

king. And when he heard that the inhabitants of Jabesh-

Gilead had buried Saul and his sons, he sent to them and
commended them, and took what they had done kindly,

and promised to repay them for their kindness to those

that were dead ; and at the same time he informed

them, that the tribe of Judah had chosen him for their

king.

§ 3. But as soon as Abner (the son of Ner), who was
general of Saul's army, and a very active man and of good
character, knew that the king and Jonathan and his two
other sons had fallen, he made haste to the camp, andtaking
off with him the remaining son of Saul, whose name was

1 el-KhuHl.
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Ishbosheth, took Mm to the people over the Jordan, and
made him the king of the whole nation, excepting the tribe

of Judah ; and made his royal seat in a place called in our
own language Mahanaim,' but in the language of the Greeks
The Camp ; from whence Abner made haste with a picked
force to fight with the tribe of Judah, for he was angry
that that tribe had set up David for their king. And Joab,
(whose father was Suri, and his mother David's sister

Zeruiah,) the general of David's army, met him according
to David's order, having with him his brothers Abishai and
Asahel, as also all David's armed men. Now when he met
Abner at a certain fountain, in the city of G-ibeon," he drew
up his men in order of battle. And when Abner said to him
that he had a mind to know which of them had the most
valiant soldiers, it was agreed between them that twelve
soldiers should fight on each side. So those that were
chosen out by both the generals for this fight, came
between the two armies, and throwing their lances one
against the other, drew their swords, and catching one
another by the head, they held one another fast, and ran
their swords into each other's sides and groins, until they
all, as if by mutual agreement, perished together. When
these had fallen down dead, the rest of the army engaged,

and after a sharp contest Abner' s men were beaten ; and
as they fled, Joab did not leave off pursuing them, but
pressed hard upon them, and lirged his men to follow them
close, and not to grow weary of killing them. His brothers

also pursued them with great alacrity, and especially

Asahel, the younger, who was the most eminent of them,

and very famous for swiftness of foot, for he could not

only outrun men, but is reported to have outrun a horse

that raced with him. This Asahel ran violently after

Abner, and would not turn the least out of his course,

either to the one side or to the other. Then Abner turned
back, and attempted cunningly to elude his violence.

Sometimes he bade him leave off the pursuit, and take the

armour of one of his soldiers, and again, when he could

not persuade him to do so, he exhorted him to restrain

> Now apparently Khurbet Mahneh, fourteen miles south-east of

Beisdn, Bethshean.
'^ Now el-M, close to and to the north of Neh/ Samwil.
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himself, and not to pursue Mm any longer, lest he should

force him to Irill him, and then he would not be able to

look his brother Joab in the face. But as Asahel -would

not be persuaded, but still continued to pursue him, Abner
turned roxmd as he fled, and stabbed him with his spear,

and mortally wounded him, so that he died immediately.

And those that had been pursuing Abner with him, when
they came to the place where Asahel lay, stood round his

dead body, and left ofE the pursuit of the enemy. However,
both Joab himself and his brother Abishai ran past the

dead corpse,' and making their anger at the death of Asahel

an occasion of greater activity against Abner, they went
on with incredible haste and alacrity, and pursued Abner
to a certain place called Ammah," and it was now about

sunset. Then Joab ascended a certain hill, and stood there

with the tribe of Benjamin, and took a view of Abner and
his men. Then Abner cried aloud, and said, that it was not
right that they should irritate men of the same nation to

fight so bitterly against one another, and as for Joab's

brother Asahel, he was himself in the wrong, as he would
not be persuaded not to pursue him any further, which was
the occasion of his wound and death. And Joab consented

to what he said, and accepted his words as an apology for

the killing of Asahel, and called his men back with the

sound of the trumpet, as a signal for their retreat, and put
a stop to any further pursuit. And Joab encamped there

that night, but Abner marched all night, and crossed over

the river Jordan, and went to Ishbosheth Saul's son, to

Mahanaim. On the next day Joab counted the dead, and
had them all buried. Of Abner's soldiers there were slain

about three hundred and sixty, but of David's only nine-

teen, besides Asahel, whose body Joab and Abishai carried

to Bethlehem ; and when they had buried him in the sepul-

chre of their fathers, they returned to Hebron to David.
From that time there began a civil war, which lasted a long

' It ought here to be noted, that Joab, and Abishai, and Asahel,
were all three David's nephews, the sons of his sister Zeruiali, as 1

Chron. ii. 6, and that Amasa was also his nephew by his other sister,

Abigail, verse 17.—W,
^ Not identified ; it was a hill facing Giah, by the way of the wilder-

ness of Gibeon (2 Sam. ii. 24).
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while, in which the followers of David grew stronger and
came off best in the dangers they underwent, and the house
and subjects of Saul almost every day became weaker.

§ 4. About this time David had six sons, by as many
mothers. The eldest was by Abinoam and was called

Amnon ; the second was Daniel by his wife Abigail ; the
third was Absalom by Maacah, the daughter of Talmai,
king of G-ehur ; the fourth, by his wife Haggith, he called

Adonijah ; the fifth was Shephatiah, by Abital ; the sixth,

by Eglah, he called Ithream. Now while this civil war
went on, and the subjects of the two kings had frequent
encounters and fights, Abner, the general of the army of

Saul's son, by his ability and great popularity with the

people, made them all continue with Ishbosheth, and in-

deed for a considerable time they continued in fidelity to

him. But afterwards, when Abner was blamedand accused
of having gone in to Saul's concubine, the daughter of Aiah,

whose name was Eizpah, and when he was censured for

it by Ishbosheth, he was very vexed and angry because he
had not justice done him by Ishbosheth, to whom he had
shown the greatest kindness, and he threatened to transfer

the kingdom to David, and to show that Ishbosheth did not
rule over the people beyond the Jordan by his own strength

and wisdom, but by his (Abner's) warlike skiU and fidelity.

And he sent to Hebron to David, and asked him to give him
security upon oath that he would esteem him his companion
and his friend, on condition that he should persuade the

people to revolt from Saul's son, and choose David king of

the whole country. And when David agreed to the terms
of Abner, for he was pleased with his message to him, he
asked bim as the first proof he meant to fulfil the conditions

to restore his wife Michal to him, as he had purchased her

with great risk with those six hundred heads of the Philis-

tines which he had brought to Saul her father for her hand.

So Abner took Michal from Phaltiel, who was now her hus-

band, and sent her to David, Ishbosheth himself offering

his assistance, for David had written to him that he ought
to have his wife restored to him. Abner also caUed together

the elders of the people, and the commanders of divisions,

and captains of thousands, and said to them that he had
dissuaded them from their intention when they were in-
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clined to forsake Ishboshetli and to join themselves to

David, but now he gave them leave to do so, if they had a

mind to it, for they knew that G-od had by Samuel the pro-

phet appointed David to be king of all the Hebrews, and
had foretold that he should punish the Philistines, and
overcome them, and bring them under. Now when the

elders and commanders heard this, and saw that Abner
had come over to that view of public affairs which they

had held before, they changed their party and came over

to David. And Abner called together the tribe of Ben-

jamin, for all the body-guards of Ishbosheth were of that

tribe, and he spoke to them to the same purpose. And
when he saw that they did not in the least oppose what he

said, but assented to his view, he took about twenty of his

friends and went to David, to receive himself security upon
oath from him, for we esteem those things more sure

which we do ourselves than those which we do by proxy.

He also gave him an account of what he had said to the

commanders, and to the whole tribe of Benjamin. And
when David had received him in a gracious manner, and
had treated him with great hospitality for many days,

Abner, when he was dismissed, asked for leave to bring

the tribes with him, that he might hand over the kingdom
to David when he could see and be seen.

§ 5. Directly David had sent Abner away, Joab, the

general of his army, came to Hebron, and when he learnt

that Abner had been with David, and had parted with

him a little before, on conditions and agreements that the

kingdom should be handed over to David, he feared lest

David should place Abner, who would assist him to gain

the kingdom, in the first rank and dignity, especially as

Abner was a clever man in other respects in understanding

affairs and in taking occasion by the hand, and that he
himself should be put lower, and be deprived of the com-
mand of the army, so he took a knavish and wicked course.

In the first place he endeavoured to calumniate Abner to

the king, urging him to be on his guard against him, and
not to pay attention to what he had engaged to do for him,
because aU he did tended to confirm the kingdom to Saul's

son : that he came to him deceitfully and with guile, and
was gone away in hopes of gaining his purpose by subtilty.



CHAP. I.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 7

But as he could not persuade David, and saw that he was
not at all exasperated, he betook himself to a project holder
than the former. He determined to kUl Abner, and sent
some messengers after him, and ordered them, when they
should overtake him, to recall hinn in David's name, who had
some matters to tell him about his affairs, which he had not
remembered to speak of when he was with him. Now when
Abner heard what the messengers said (for they overtook
him in a certain place called Besira,' which was twenty fur-

longs from Hebron), he suspected nothing ofwhatwas going
to happen, and returned. And Joab met him. in the gate,

and received him inthe kindest manner, as i£ he wereAbner'

s

greatest well-wisher and friend ; for those who undertake
vile actions, in order to prevent any suspicion of their in-

tention, frequently pretend to be really good. And he
took him aside from his own followers, as if he would
speak with him in private, and led him to a solitary part
of the gate, having nobody with him but his brother
Abishai, and he drew his sword and smote him in the
groin. Thus Abner died by Joab's treachery, which was, he
said himself, to avenge his brother Asahel, whom Abner
smote and slew as he was pursuing after him in the battle

of Hebron, but really from fear of losing his command
of the army, and his position with the king, and that

Abner would obtain the first place in David's court.

By this anyone may learn how much and great wickedness

men will venture upon for ambition and power, and not to

be behind anyone else. For as when they are desirous of

power, they acquire it by ten thousand evil practices,

so when they are afraid of losing it, they get it secured

to them by much worse practices than the former, as

i£ they thought no more terrible calamity could befaU
them than not to gain exalted authority, or when they
have got it, and by long custom found the sweetness

of it, to lose it again ; and since this last would be the

heaviest of all aflBictions, they all of them contrive and
venture upon the most desperate actions from fear of

losing it. But let these few reflections suffice on the
subject.

' In 2 Sam. iu. 26, the place is called ' the well of Sirah.' It is now
'Ain Sdrah, near Hebron.
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§ 6. When David heard that Abner was slain, it grieved

his soul, and he called all men to witness, stretching out

his right hand to God, and crying aloud, that he was not

partaker of the murder of Ahner, and that his death was

not procured by his command or wish. He also imprecated

the heaviest curses on him that slew him, and on his whole

house, and on all accessories in the murder. Tor he was
anxious not to seem to have had any hand in the murder,

contrary to the assurances he had given, and the oaths he

had taken to Abner. And he commanded all the people

to weep and lament for him, and to honour his dead body
with the usual solemnities by rending their garments and
putting on sackcloth, and so attired to go before the bier,

which he followed himself, with the elders and those that

were in authority, lamenting Abner, and by his tears de-

monstrating his good-will to him while he was aUve, and
his sorrow for him now he was dead, and that he was not

murdered with his consent. And he buried him at Hebron
in a magnificent manner, and composed funeral elegies for

him : and stood next to the tomb weeping, and caused

others to do the same. Nay, so deeply did the death of

Abner trouble him, that bis companions could by no means
force him to take any food, for he affirmed with an oath

that he would taste nothing till the sun was set. This

behaviour gained him the good-will of the people; for

such as had an afEection for Abner were mightily pleased

with the respect he paid him now he was dead, and his

observation of the faith he had plighted to him, which was
showed in. his vouchsafing to him all the usual funeral

ceremonies, as if he had been his kinsman and friend, and
not suffering him to be insulted by a neglected and dis-

honourable burial, as if he had been his enemy ; and the

entire nation rejoiced at the king's gentleness and mild-

ness of disposition, everyone thinking that the king would
have paid the same respect to him in the like circumstances

as he showed in the burial of Abner. And indeed in

this David principally intended to gain a good reputation,

and so took care to do what was proper in the case, so

none suspected him as the author of Abner's death. He
said also to the people, that he was greatly troubled at the

death of so good a man, and that the affairs of the He-
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brews liad suffered great detriment by being deprived of

Ilim who was competent to preserve them by his excellent

advice, and by the strength of his hands in war. And he
added, "God, who observes everything,wiU not suffer Abner
to die unavenged ; but know ye, that I am not able to do
anything to these sons of Zeruiah, Joab and Abishai,
who have more power than I have, but G-od will requite

their wickedness on their own heads." Such was the death
of Abner.

CHAP. II.

How, upon the Murder of Ishhoshetli hy the Treachery of his

Friends, David received the whole Kingdom.

§1-

WHEN Ishbosheth, the son of Saul, heard of the death
of Abner, he took it greatly to heart to be deprived

of a man that was of his kindred, and had indeed given

him thekingdom, and hewas grievously afflicted, forAbner's
death very much troubled him. Nor did he himself survive

any long time, but was treacherously slain by the sons of

Hieremmon, Banaotha and Thannus, who being Benjamites

of the first rank, thought if they should slay Ishbosheth,

they would obtain great presents from David, and get some
military command, or some other post. So finding him
alone asleep at noon in his bed-chamber, when none of his

guards were there, and when the woman that kept the door

was not awake, but had fallen asleep also, partly on account

of the labour she had undergone, partly from the heat,

they went into the room in which Saul's son lay asleep,

and slew him ; they also cut off his head, and travelled all

that night, and the next day, supposing themselves flying

away from those they had injured, to one that would take

their action as a favour, and give them security. So they

came to Hebron, and showed David the head of Ishbosheth,

and introduced themselves to him as his well-wishers, who
had killed his rival for the kingdom. But David did not

approve of what they had done, as they had expected, but
said to them, " Vilest of wretches, you shall immediately
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receive the punislinieiit you deserve. Did not you know how
I punished him that murdered Saul, and brought me his

crown of gold, and that though he slew him as a favour,

that he might not be taken alive by his enemies ? Or did

you imagine that I am altered in my disposition, and not

the same man I was, to be pleased with evil-doers, and to be

grateful to you for your vile murder of your master, having
slain a righteous man upon his bed, who never did evil to

anybody, and treated you with great good-will and honour?
Wherefore you shall suffer the punishment due on his

account, and also that you owe me for supposing that I

should take Ishbosheth's death kindly at your hands, for

you could not lay a greater blot on my reputation than by
such a suspicion." When David had said this, he had
them tormented with all sorts of torments, and then put to

death ; and with all accustomed rites he laid the head of

Ishbosheth in the grave of Abner.

§ 2. When these things were brought to this conclusion,

all the principal men of the Hebrew people came to David
to Hebron, as the captains of thousands and other rulers,

and delivered themselves up to him, reminding him of the

good-will they had borne him in Saul's lifetime, and the

honour they had not ceased to pay him when he was captain

of a thousand, as also that he was chosen by God as king

through Samuel the prophet, he and his sons after him, and
pointing out besides, how Q-od had given him power to save

the land of the Hebrews by overcoming the Philistines. And
he received graciously their zeal on his behalf, and exhorted

them to continue in it, for they should have no reason to re-

pent of being thus disposed to him. So when he had feasted

them, and treated them graciously, he sent them home to

bring all the people to him ; upon which there came to him
about sis thousand eight hundred armed men of the tribe

of Judah, who had shields and spears for their weapons,
who had adhered hitherto to Saul's son, when the rest of

the tribe of Judah chose David for their king. There
came also seven thousand one hundred from the tribe of

Simeon. From the tribe of Levi there came four thousand
seven hundred, with Jehoiada for their leader. After

these came Zadok the high priest, with twenty-two cap-

tains of his kindred. Of the tribe of Benjamin came four
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thousand armed men, for the rest of the tribe held aloof,

hoping that some one of the house of Saul would yet be
king over them. Of the tribe of Ephraim were twenty
thousand eight hundred mighty men of valour eminent
for their strength. Of the half tribe of Manasseh came
eighteen thousand of the strongest men. Of the tribe of

Issachar came two hundred who foreknew what was to

come hereafter, and twenty thousand armed men. Of the
tribe of Zebulim came fifty thousand chosen warriors.

This was the only tribe that came entirely in to David, and
aU these had the same weapons as the tribe of Q-ad. Of
the tribe of Nephthali the eminent men and rulers were one
thousand, whose weapons were shields and spears, and the

tribe itself followed after, being innumerable. Of the tribe

of Dan there were twenty-seven thousand six hundred
chosen men. Of the tribe of Asher were forty thousand.
Of the two tribes that were beyond the Jordan, and half the

tribe of Manasseh, armed with shields and spears and
helmets and swords, were a hundred and twenty thousand.

The rest of the tribes also made use of swords. This mul-
titude came together to Hebron to David, with a great

quantity of com and wine and all other sorts of food, and
established David in the kingdom with one consent. And
when the people had rejoiced and feasted for three days in

Hebron, David and all the people removed and came to

Jerusalem.

CHAP. TTT

Sow David laid Siege to Jerusalem, and when he had taken

the Gity, cast the Ganaanites out of it, and hrov^ht in the

Jews to inhabit it.

§1.

NOW the Jebusites, who inhabited Jerusalem, and
were Ganaanites by race, shut their gates, and placed

the blind and the lame and all their maimed persons

upon the walls to mock at the king, and said, that even
these would hinder his entrance into it. This they did

contemptuously relying on the strength of their walls.

And David was enraged, and began the siege of Jerusalem,
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and employed his utmost diligence and energy, intending

by the taking of this place to prove his strength, and to

awe all others that might exhibit a similar spirit to him,
and he took the lower city by storm, but the citadel held
out still, so the king, knowing that the offer of honour and
rewards would encourage the soldiers to greater energy,

promised that he who should first cross the moat beneath
the citadel, and should ascend to the citadel itself and take

it, should have the command of the entire people conferred

upon him. So they were all eager to ascend, and thought
no pains too great to get up there, from their desire of the

chief command. But Joab, the son of Zeruiah, got up first,

and as soon as he had got up to the citadel, cried out to the

king, and claimed the chief command.
§ 2. When David had cast the Jebusites out of the

citadel, he rebuilt Jerusalem, and called it the City of

David,' and abode there all the time of his reign. But the
time that he reigned over the tribe of Judah only at Heb-
ron was seven years and six months. And after he had
chosen Jerusalem to be his royal city, his affairs prospered
more and more by the providence of Grod, who took care

that they should improve and wax greater. Hiram also,

the king of the Tyrians, sent ambassadors to him, and
made a league of mutual friendship and aUiance with him.
He also sent him presents of cedar-trees, and artificers car-

penters and builders, to build him a royal palace at Jeru-
salem. Now David built round about the lower city, and
also joined the citadel to it, and made it one work, and
when he had surrounded it with walls, he appointed Joab
to take care of them. [It was David therefore who first

cast the Jebusites out of Jerusalem, and called it after

himseK the City of David, for in the days of our fore-

father Abraham it was called Solyma, and after that time
some say that Homer mentions it by the name of Solyma.
And he called the temple Solyma,^ which in the Hebrew
language denotes security.] Now the whole time from the
warfare under Joshua ova general against the Canaanites,

and from the war in which he overcame them, and dis-

' The ' City of David,' or ' stronghold of Zion,' 2 Sam. v. 7, was on
the eastern hill between the Kedron and the Tyropoeon valleys.

^ Comp. Jewish War, vi. 10.
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tributed their land among the Hebrews, was five hundred
and fifteen years. Nor could the Israelites ever cast the
Canaanites out of Jerusalem until David took it by siege.

§ 3. I shall here mention Araunah, who was a wealthy
Jebusite, but was not slain by David in the siege of Jeru-
salem, because of the good-will he bore to the Hebrews,
and because of a certain affection and zeal he had to the
ting himself, which I shall speak of as occasion offers.

Now David married other wives over and above those which
he had before : he also kept concubines. And he begat
eleven sons, whose names were Amnon, Emnos, Eban,
Nathan, Solomon, Jebar, EHen, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenae,
Eliphale, and also a daughter Tamar. Of these sons nine
were bom of legitimate wives, but the two last-named of
concubines, and Tamar had the same mother as Absalom.

CHAP. rv.

Sow, when David had conquered the Philistines, who 'made
War against him, at Jerusalem, he removed tlie Ark to

Jerusalem, and had a mind to huild a Temple.

§1-

WHEN the Phihstiaes understood that David was made
king by the Hebrews, they led an army against him

to Jerusalem, and when they had occupied the valley called

the valley of the Giants,' a place not far from the city, they
pitched their camp thereia. But the king of the Jews,
who never permitted himseK to do anythiag without pro-
phecy,' and the command of God, and without relying on
him as a security for the time to come, bade the high priest

' In 2 Sam. t. 19, the 'valley of Eephaira;' according to Ant. vii.

12, § 4, the valley extended from Jerusalem to Bethlehem ; it is now
called el-BuAefa.

' It deserves here to be remarked, that Saul very rarely, and David
very frequently, consulted God by Urim, and that David aimed always
to depend, not on his own prudence, or abilities, but on the divine direc-

tion, contrary to Saul's practice. And when Michal laughed at David's
dancing before the ark, it is probable she did so because her father
Saul did not use to pay such a regard to the ark, to the Urim there
inquired by, or to God's worship before it, and because she thought it

beneath the dignity of a king to be so religious.—W.
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foretell to Mm what was the will of G-od, and what would
be the event of the battle. And when the high priest fore-

told that he should gain victory and dominion, David led

his army out against the Philistines ; and when the battle

began he suddenly fell upon the enemy's rear, and slew

some of them, and put the rest to flight. And let no one

suppose that it was a small army of the Philistines that

came against the Hebrews, conjecturing so from the sud-

denness of their defeat, and from their having performed
no great action worth recording, or from the slowness of

their march and want of courage ; but let him know that

all Syria and Phoenicia, with many other warlike nations

besides, fought with them and had a share in the war.

And this was the only reason why, when they had been so

often conquered, and had lost so many ten thousands of

their men, they still attacked the Hebrews with a greater

force. Indeed, when they failed in their purpose in these

battles, they came against David with an army three times

as numerous as before, and pitched their camp on the same
spot of ground as before. The king of Israel therefore in-

quired of G-od again concerning the event of the battle, and
the high priest prophesied to him that he should keep his

army in the groves called the Groves of Weeping,^ which
were not far from the enemy's camp, and that he should

not move, nor begin to fight, till the trees of the groves

should be in motion without the wind's blowing, and as

soon as these trees moved, and the time foretold to him by
God was come, he should without delay go out to gain a

certain and evident victory. Por the columns of the enemy
did not wait his attack, but retreated at the first onset, and
he closely followed and slew them, and pursued them to

the city of Gazar,^ which is the border of their coimtry, and
spoiled their camp, in which he found great riches, and de-

stroyed their gods.

§ 2. When this proved the issue of the battle, David
thought good, upon a consultation with the elders and

> In 2 Sam. -f. 23, ' the mulberry (or balsam) trees.' It is possibly the

same place as the ' Valley of Baca,' Ps. Ixxxiv. 6, and perhaps the
Valley of Hinnom.

^ Gezer, now Tell Jeza/r, four miles west of 'Amwds, Emmaus-Nico-
polis.
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commanders and captains of thousands, to send for those

of all his countrymen that were in the flower of their age
from the whole land, and also for the priests and the

Levites, to go to Kirjathjearim,' to bring up the ark of God
out of that city and carry it to Jerusalem, and there to

keep it, and to offer those sacrifices and other honours with
which Grod was well pleased. For had they done thus in

the reign of Saul, they would not have undergone any great

misfortunes at all. So when all the people were come
together, as they had. resolved to do, the king came to the

ark, which the priests brought out of the house of Amina-
dab, and laid it upon a new cart, and permitted their

brothers and children to draw it as well as the oxen.

Before it went the king and the whole people with him,
chanting praises to God, and singing all sorts of national

songs, with the varied sound of musical instruments,

and with dancing and singing of psalms, as also with

the sound of trumpets and of cymbals, and so brought
the ark to Jerusalem. But when they reached the thresh-

ing-floor of Chidon, a place so called, TJzzah was slain by
the anger of God, for as the oxen stumbled, he stretched

out his hand, and would needs take hold of the ark to

steady it. And as he was not a priest, and yet touched

the ark, God struck him dead. And both the king and
people were displeased at the death of TJzzah, and the

place where he died is stiU called the Breach of Uzzah^ to

this day. And David was afraid, and imagined that if he

received the ark to himseK into his own city, he would suffer

as TJzzah had suffered, who, upon his mere putting out

his hand to the ark, died in the manner already mentioned,

so he did not receive it to himself into his own city, but

carried it aside to a certain place, belonging to a righ-

teous man, whose name was Obededom, by race a Levite,

and deposited the ark with him. And it remained there

three entire months, and benefitted the house of Obede-

dom, and conferred many blessings upon it. And when
the king heard what had befallen Obededom, and how

' Probably Khurbet 'Erma, four miles west of the hill overlooking 'Ain

Shems, Bethshemesh.
' Perez-Uzzah; the place is not known; in 2 Sam. vi. 6, the owner

of the threshing floor is called Nacon.
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from a poor man in. a low estate he was become exceedingly

wealthy, and the object of envy to all those that saw or in-

quired after his house, he felt confident that he should
meet with no misfortune, and transferred the ark to his

own city, the priests carrying it, while seven companies of

singers marshalled in order by the ting went before it, and
he himself played on the harp and danced, insomuch, that

when his wife Michal, the daughter of Saul our first king,

saw him so doing, she jeered at him. And when they had
brought in the ark, they placed it in. the tabernacle which
David had pitched for it, and he offered costly sacrifices

and peace-offerings, and feasted the whole people, and
dealt out to women and men and infants a loaf of bread and
a cake, and another cake baked in a pan, with a portion

of the sacrifice. And when he had thus feasted the

people, he sent them away, and himself returned to his

own house.

§ 3. And when Michal his wife, the daughter of Saul,

came and stood by him, she wished him all happiness, and
prayed that whatever he should desire might be given him
to the utmost by Grod, and that he woidd be favourable to

him ; but she blamed him, that so great a king as he was
should dance in an unseemly manner, and in his dancing
uncover himself among the slaves and handmaidens. But
he replied, that he was not ashamed to do what was
acceptable to God, who had preferred him before her father

and all others, and that he would frequently play and
dance without any regard either to what the handmaidens
or she herseK thought of it. So this Michal had no children

by David, but when she was afterwards married to him
to whom Saul her father had given her (for at this time

David had taken her away from him and kept her him-
self), she bore five children. But concerning these matters

I shall speak in their place.

§ 4. Now, when the king saw that his affairs grew better

almost every day by the will of G-od, he thought it a sin that,

while he himself dwelt in stately houses made of cedar, and
beautifully furnished, he should suffer the ark to be laid in

a tabernacle, and was desirous to build a temple to G-od,

as Moses had foretold. And when he had discoursed with
Nathan the prophet about these things, and been bidden
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by liini to do whatever he had a mind to do, having God
with him as his helper in all things, he was the more ready

to set about the building. But G-od appeared to Nathan
that very night, and commanded him to teU David that he
took his purpose and his desires kindly, since nobody had
before taken it into their head to build him a temple,
although in spite of his notion he would not permit him to

bmld him a temple, because he had made many wars, and
was defiled with the slaughter of his enemies ; however,

after his death in old age, when he had lived a long life,

life, there should be a temple built by a son of his, who
should succeed to the kingdom after him, and should be
called Solomon, whom he promised to befriend and take

care of, as a father takes care of his son, by preserving the

kingdom to his son's posterity, and delivering it to them,
but he would punish him, if he sinned, with disease and
barrenness of land. When David understood this from
the prophet, he was very joyful at this sure knowledge
of the continuance of the kingdom to his posterity, and
that his house should be splendid and very famous, and he
went to the ark and fell down on his face, and began to

adore God and return thanks to him for all his benefits,

as well for those that he had abeady bestowed upon him
in raising him from a low state and the employment
of a shepherd to so great extent of dominion and glory,

as for those also which he promised to his posterity, and
for the providence by which he had procured the Hebrews
the liberty they enjoyed. And when he had said thus, and
had sung a hymn of praise to God, he went his way.

II.
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CHAP. Y.

H.OW David subdued the Philistines, and the Moabites, and
the Kings of Sophene, and of Damascus, and of the

Syrians, as also the Idumaeans, in War ; and how he

made a League with the King of Hamath ; and was
mindful of the Friendship that Jonathan, the Son of
Saul, had had to him.

§1-

A LITTLE while after this he considered that he ought
to make war against the Philistines, and not to allow

any idleness or slackness in his rule, that when he had
overthrown his enemies, as Grod had foretold to him, he
might leave his posterity to reign in peace afterwards. So
he called together his army again, and charged them to be
ready and prepared for war, and when he thought that

all things in his army were in a good state, he started

from Jerusalem, and marched against the Philistines. And
when he had overcome them in battle, and had cut off a
great part of their country and annexed it to the country
of the Hebrews, he transferred the war to the Moabites

;

and when he had cut to pieces two parts of their army in

battle, he took the remaining part captive, and imposed
tribute upon them, to be paid annually. He then made
war against Adrazar, the son of Araus, king of Sophene,'
and when he had joined battle with him at the river

Euphrates, he cut to pieces twenty thousand of his foot,

and about seven thousand of his horse. He also took
about a thousand of his chariots, and destroyed most
of them, and ordered that only one hundred should be
kept.'

1 Comp. Ant. viii. 7, § 6. In 2 Sam. viii. 3, Hadadezer is called
' King of Zobah,' that is of Aram Zobah, which lay eastward of Coele-

syria, and extended north-east to the Euphrates. Sophene was a district

of Armenia lying between the Antitaurus and Mount Masius, that is the
region round Kha/rpAt.
° David's reserving only 100 chariots for himself out of 1,000 he had

taken was most probably done in compliance with the law of Moses,
which forbade a king of Israel to ' multiply horses to himself,' Deut.
xvii. 16, one of the principal uses of horses in Judaja at that time being
for drawing their chariots. See Josh. xii. 6, Antiq. v. 1, § 18.—W.
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§ 2. Now when Hadad, king of Damascus and Syria,

heard that David fought against Adrazar, who was his

friend, he came to his assistance with a powerful army,
hoping to rescue him, but when he joined battle with
David at the river Euphrates, he came off not as well as

he expected, for he lost the battle and a great number
of his soldiers ; for there were twenty thousand slain in

the army of Hadad, and all the rest fled. Mcolaus [of

Damascus] also makes mention of this king, in the fourth
book of his histories, where he speaks as follows: " A great

while after these things had happened, there was one of

the natives of that country whose name was Hadad, who
became very powerful, and reigned over Damascus, and
the rest of Syria, excepting Phoenicia. He made war
agaiast David, the king of Judaea, and tried his fortune in

many battles, and particularly in the last battle at the

Euphrates, wherein he was beaten. He seemed to have
been the most notable of all their kings for strength and
bravery." And besides this he says of his posterity, that

after his death they succeeded one another in his kingdom
and name, for he thus speaks :

" When Hadad was dead,

his posterity reigned for ten generations, each of his suc-

cesssors receiving from his father both his dominions and
name, as was the case with the Ptolemies in Egypt. But
the third was the most powerful of them all, and wished to

avenge the defeat his forefather had received, so he made an
expedition against the Jews, and laid waste the region which

is now called Samaritis." Nor did he err from the truth,

for he means that Hadad who made an expedition against

Samaria in the reign of Ahab king of Israel ; about whom
I shall speak in due place hereafter.

§ 3. Now when David had made an expedition against

Damascus, and the rest of Syria, and had brought it all

into subjection, and had placed garrisons in the country,

and ordered that they should pay tribute, he returned

home. He also dedicated to God at Jerusalem the golden

quivers and the entire armour which the guards of Hadad
used to wear, which Shishak the king of Egypt took away
afterwards, when he fought with David's grandson Eeho-
boam, with a great deal of other wealth which he carried

out of Jerusalem. However, I shall narrate all this when
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I come to the proper place. As for the king of the
Hebrews, he was assisted by God, who gave him great
success in his wars, and made an expedition against the
best cities of Adrazar, Betah ' and Machon,^ which he took
by storm, and plundered. There was found in them
a very great quantity of gold and silver, besides that sort

of brass which is said to be more valuable than gold, of

which brass Solomon made the large vessel which was
called the [brazen] sea, and those most beautiful lavers,

when he built the temple to God.

§ 4. But when the king of Hamath ' was informed of the
ill success of Adrazar, and had heard of the destruction

of his army, he was afraid on his own account, and re-

solved to make a league of friendship and fidelity with
David before he should come against him, so he sent

to him his son Adoram, and professed that he owed
him thanks for his fighting against Adrazar who was
his enemy, and offered him a league of mutual alliance

and friendship. He also sent him as presents vessels

of ancient workmanship, both in gold and silver and
brass. And when David had made this league of mutual
alliance with Thaenus (for that was the name of the
king of Hamath), and had received the presents he sent

him, he dismissed his son with the honour that was due
on both sides, and took the presents that were sent by
Thaenus, as also the rest of the gold a,nd silver which he
had taken from the cities he had captured and the nations
whom he had conquered, and dedicated them to God.
Nor did God give him victory and success only when he
went to war in person and led his own army, but he also

gave victory over the Idumseans to Abishai, the brother of

Joab the commander-in-chief of the army, and by him to
David who had sent him with an army into Idumsea, for

Abishai cut to pieces eighteen thousand of them in battle.

And David placed garrisons through all Idumsea,^ and

^ Correctly ' Bettsea,' the Betah of 2 Sam. viii. 8, called Tibhath in

1 Ghr. XTiii. 8.

' The Berothai of 2 Sam. viii. 8, not identified.
' Hama, in the valley of the Orontcs.
^ £dom, that is the country south of Moab, of which Petra vfas the

capital.
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received tribute from the country, and from every person
in it. He was in his nature just, and dispensed justice with
strict regard to truth. He had for the general of his

whole army Joab, and he made Jehoshaphat, the son of
Ahilud, recorder. He also appointed Zadok, of the family
of Phinehas, to be high priest with Abiathar (for he was
his friend). He also made Seisan the scribe, and gave
the command over his body-guards to Benaiah the son of

Jehoiada. His elder sons were near his person and had
the care of it also.

§ 5. He also remembered the covenants and oaths he
had made with Jonathan the son of Saul, and the friend-

ship and affection Jonathan had for him ; for besides all

the rest of the excellent qualities with which he was en-

dowed, he was exceedingly miudful of such as had at any
time bestowed benefits upon him. He therefore gave order
that inquiry should be made, whether any of Jonathan's
family were living, to whom he might make due return for

the great friendship of Jonathan for him. And when
one of Saul's freedmen was brought to him, called Ziba,

who was acquainted with those of the family that were
still living, he asked him, " Whether he could tell him of

any one belonging to Jonathan that was now alive, and
able to receive a return of the benefits which he had re-

ceived from Jonathan ? " And he told him that a son of

Jonathan was left, whose name was Mephibosheth, who
was lame in his feet, for when' his nurse heard that the

father and grandfather of the childhad fallen in battle, she

snatched him up and fled away, anddropped him from her
shoulders, and his feet were lamed. And when the king
learned where and by whom he was brought up, he sent

messengers to the city of Lodebar' to Machir, at whose
house the son of Jonathan was brought up, and sent for

him to come to him. And when Mephibosheth came to

the king, he fell on his face and prostrated himself before

him, but David bade him be of good cheer and expect

better times. And he gave him his father's house, and all

the substance that his grandfather Saul was in. possession

of, and bade him come and eat with him at his own table,

' Possibly the same as Debir, or Lidebir, Josh. xiii. 26, a frontier

town of Gad, not yet identified.
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and never to be absent one day from that table. And
when the youth had prostrated himself before him on
account of his words and gifts, the king called for Ziba,

and told him that he had given the youth his father's

house and all Saul's possessions. He also ordered that Ziba

should cultivate the land, and look after it, and bring

Mephibosheth the profits of all to Jerusalem. And David
entertained him at his table every day ; and bestowed

upon the youth Ziba and his fifteen sons, and his twenty

servants. When the king had made these arrangements,

Ziba prostrated himself before him, and promised to do all

that he had bidden him, and went his way. And this son

of Jonathan dwelt at Jerusalem, and fed at the king's

table, and had the same care taken of him that a son

would get. He had also a son, whom he called Micha.

CHAP. VI.

How War was waged against the Ammonites, and happily

concluded.

§1-

SUCH were the honours that those who were left of

Saul's and Jonathan's family received from David.

About this time died Nahash, the king of the Ammonites,
who was a friend of David, and when his son succeeded

his father in the kingdom, David sent ambassadors to him
to comfort him, and exhorted him to take his father's

death patiently, and to expect that the same kindness

would continue to himself as had been showed to his father.

But the princes of the Ammonites took this message in

bad part, and not as David intended it, and excited the

king to resent it, and said that David had sent men to spy
out the country and its strength, under the pretext of kind-

ness. They further advised him to have a care, and not to

give heed to David's words, lest he should be deluded by
him, and so fall into irreparable disaster. So Nahash's
son, the king of the Ammonites, thought these princes

spoke what was more probable than the real truth, and
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abused the ambassadors in a very sharp manner, and
shaved off half their beards, and cut off half their garments,
and sent his answer not in words but in deeds. When the
king of Israel saw this, hewas moved with indignation,and it

was plain that he would not overlook this injurious and con-
tumelious treatment, but would make war on the Ammo-
nites, and would avenge this shameful treatment of his
ambassadors on their king. So that king's intimate friends
and commanders, understanding that they had violated
their league, and were bound to be punished for the same,
made preparations for war ; they also sent a thousand
talents to the Syrian king of Mesopotamia, and endeavoured
to prevail with him to assist them for that money, and to

Shobach. Now these kings had twenty thousand foot.

They also subsidized the lang of the Ainalekites, and a
fourth king called Ishtob, and these had twelve thousand
armed men.

§ 2. But David was under no consternation at this con-
federacy, nor at the forces of the Ammonites, but putting
his trust in God, because he was going to war in a just

cause on account of the injurious treatment he had met
with, he at once despatched Joab, the captain of his host,

against them, and gave him the flower of his army. And
he pitched his camp by Eabbah,' the metropoUs of the
Ammonites; whereupon the enemy sallied out, and set

themselves in array, not all of them together, but in two
bodies ; for the auxiliaries were set in array in the plain

by themselves, but the army of the Ammonites was at the

gates over against the Hebrews. When Joab saw this, he
opposed one stratagem against another, and picked out the

bravest of his men, and set them in opposition to the king
of Syria and the kings that were with him, and handed
over the rest of his army to his brother Abishai, and bade
him set them in opposition to the Ammonites, and told

him, that in case he should see that the Syrians pressed

him (Joab) hard, and were too much for him, he should
order his troops to turn about and assist him, and promised
that he would do the same by him if he saw him hard

^ Kabbah, or Babbath Ammon, afterwai-ds Philadelphia, one of the

cities of Decapolis, was east of Jordan, in the highlands of Gilead ; it is

now 'Amman.
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pressed hj the Ammonites. So he sent his brother for-

ward, and encouraged him to do everything courageously

and with zeal, which would make them afraid of disgrace

and fight manfully, and so dismissed him to fight with the

Ammonites, while he himself fell upon the Syrians. And
though they stoutly resisted for a while, Joab slew many
of them, and compelled the rest to betake themselves to

flight ; and when the Ammonites saw this, and were also

afraid of Abishai and his division, they stayed no longer,

but imitated their auxiliaries, and fled to the city. And
Joab, when he had thus overcome the enemy, returned in

triumph to Jerusalem to the king.

§ 3. StiU. this defeat did not induce the Ammonites to

be quiet, nor did finding the Hebrews the better men
make them peaceful, but they sent to Chalaman, the king of

the Syrians beyond the Euphrates, and subsidized him as

an auxiliary. He had Shobach for the captain of his host,

with eighty thousand foot, and ten thousand horse. Now
when the king of the Hebrews understood that the Am-
monites had gathered so great an army together, he deter-

mined to make war with them no longer by his generals,

so he passed over the river Jordan himself with all his

army ; and when he met them he joined battle with them,
and overcame them, and slew forty thousand of their foot,

and seven thousand of their horse. He also mortally

wounded Shobach, the general of Chalaman's forces. And
the people of Mesopotamia, upon such a conclusion of the

battle, delivered themselves up to David, and sent him
presents. And he at winter-time returned to Jerusalem,

but at the beginning of the spring he sent Joab, the cap-

tain of the host, to fight against the Ammonites ; and he
over-ran all their country, and laid it waste, and shut

them up in their metropoUs Eabbah, and besieged them
therein.
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CHAP. vn.

How David fell in love with Bathsheba, and slew her husband
Uriah, for which he was reproved by Nathan.

§1-

BUT David fell now into a very grievous sin, though he
was by nature a righteous and religious man, and one

that strictly observed the laws of our fathers. Late one
evening taking a view from the roof of his royal palace, on
which he used to walk at that hour, he saw a woman taking
a cold bath in her own house ; she was of extraordinary
beauty, and therein surpassed all other women, her
name was Bathsheba. He was so overcome by her beauty,
that he was not able to restrain his desires, but sent for

her, and lay with her. And she conceived, and sent to the
king, that he might contrive some way of concealing her
sin (for according to the laws of our fathers a woman
guilty of adultery ought to be put to death). So the king
sent for the woman's husband, whose name was Uriah, and
who was Joab's armour-bearer, from the siege ; and when he
was come, the king inquired of him about the army, and
about the siege. And when he had made answer that
everything went according to their wishes, the king took
some portions of meat from his supper and gave them to

him, and bade him go home to his wife, and take his rest

with her. But Uriah did not do so, but slept near the

king with the rest of the armour-bearers. When the king
was informed of this next day, he asked him why he had
not gone home to his house and wife after so long an ab-

sence ? for that was the natural custom of all men, when
they came off a journey. He replied that it was not right,

while his feUow soldiers and the general of the army slept

upon the ground in camp in the enemy's country, that he
should go and take his rest and disport himself with his

wife. When he had thus replied, the king ordered him to

stay there that day too, and he would dismiss him next

day to the general. And the king invitad Uriah to supper,

and in a cunning and dexterous manner plied him with
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drink at supper, till lie was drunk, yet did he nevertheless

sleep at the king's doors, without any desire for his wife.

Upon this the king was very vexed, and wrote to Joab, and
commanded him to punish Uriah, for he told him that he
had offended him, and he suggested the manner in which
he would have him punished, that it might not be dis-

covered that he was himself the author of his punish-

ment ; for he charged him to set him over against

that part of the enemy's army where the attack would
be most dangerous, and where he might be in the greatest

jeopardy by being left, for he bade Joab order Uriah's

fellow soldiers to retire from the fight. When he had
written this, and sealed the letter with his own seal, he
gave it to Uriah to carry to Joab. When Joab had received

it, and upon reading it understood the king's purpose, he
set Uriah in the place where he knew the enemy would be
most troublesome to him, and gave him some of the best

soldiers in the army, and said that he would come to his

assistance with the whole army, if they could break down
some part of the wall and enter the city. And he desired

him to be glad of the opportunity of exposing himself to

such danger and not to be displeased at it, since he was a
valiant soldier, and had a great reputation for his valour

both with the king and with his countrymen. And when
Uriah undertook the work he was set upon with alacrity,

Joab gave private orders to those who were to be his com-
panions, that when they saw the enemy make a sally, they
should retire. When, therefore, the Hebrews made an
assault upon the city, the Ammonites were afraid that the
enemy might be too quick for them, and get into the city

at the very place where Uriah was posted, so they put their

best soldiers in the front, and opened their gate suddenly,

and fell upon the enemy with great vehemence at the
double. And when those that were with Uriah saw this

they all retreated, as Joab had told them beforehand ; but
Uriah, being ashamed to run away and leave his post,

waited the attack of the enemy, and bore the brunt
of their onset, and slew many of them, but being sur-

rounded and intercepted by them he was slain, and a few
of his companions were slain with him.

§ 2. When this had happened, Joab sent messengers to
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the king, and ordered them to tell him that he had done
what he cotdd to take the city soon, but that, as they
made an assault on the wall, they had heen forced to retire

with great loss ; and he bade them, if they saw the king
was angry, to add that Uriah was slain. When the
king heard the messengers, he was displeased at their

news, and said that they had done wrong to make an as-

sault on the wall, whereas they ought to have endeavoured
to take the city by undermining and other stratagems of

war, especially as they had the example of Abimelech, the
son of Gideon, who would needs attempt to take the tower
of Thebez ^ by storm, and was killed by a large stone thrown
at him by an old woman, and although he was a man
of great prowess, died ignonuniously from the dangerous
manner of his assault. He said that they should have re-

membered this, and not gone near the enemy's wall, for

the best method of making war with success was to call to

mind the incidents of former wars, and what good or bad
success had attended them ia the like dangers, that so they
might imitate the one, and avoid the other. As the king was
in this disposition, the messenger told him that Uriah was
slain also, whereupon he was pacified, and bade the mes-
senger go back to Joab, and tell him that this misfortune
was a common one, and one to be naturally expected in war,

in which sometimes one side would have success, sometimes
another, and he ordered him to go on stiU in his care

about the siege, that no ill accident might befall him in it

again ; let them raise bulwarks, and use machines in

besieging the city ; and when they had captured it, let

them overturn its very foundations, and destroy all those

that were in it. And the messenger carried the king's

message with which he was charged, and hastened back to

Joab. And when Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, was in-

formed of the death of her husband, she mourned for his

death many days ; and when her mourning was over, and
the tears which she shed for Uriah were dried up, the

king took her to wife at once, and had a son by her.

§ 3. With this marriage God was not well pleased, but
was angry with David, and appeared to Nathan the pro-

' Now Tubas, north-east of Ndblus, Shechem.
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phet in Ms sleep, and complained of the king. Now
Nathan was a discreet and prudent man, and considering

that kings, when they fall into a passion, are guided more by
that passion than by justice, he resolved to conceal the

threats that proceeded from God, and made a useful dis-

course to him in the following manner. He desired that the

king would give him his opinion in the following case.

" There were (he said) two men in one city, the one rich and
the other poor ; the rich man had a great many flocks of

cattle, sheep, and kine, but the poor man had but one ewe
lamb, which he brought up with his children, and let it

eat its food with them, and had the same natural affection

for it as one might have for a daughter. Now on the
coming of a stranger to the rich man, he would not vouch-
safe to kill any of his own flocks, and feast his friend

thereon, but he sent for the poor man's lamb, and took it

away from him, and dressed it for food, and thereon
feasted the stranger." This discourse troubled the king
exceedingly, and he declared to Nathan that the man
was a wicked man who had the heart to do such a thing,

and that it was but just that he should restore the lamb
fourfold, and be punished with death also. Upon this

Nathan immediately said that he was himself the man
that ought to suffer that punishment by his own sentence,

for it was he who had perpetrated this great and horrid
crime. He also revealed to him and laid open before him
the anger of G-od, who had made him king over all the
Hebrews, and lord of all those many and great nations

round about him ; who had formerly delivered him out of

the hands of Saul, and had given him wives whom he had
justly and legally married; but now God was despised by
him, and affronted by his impiety, since he had married
and now lived with another man's wife ; and, by exposing
her husband to the enemy, had really slain him. He
added that God would inflict punishment upon him on
account of his wickedness, and that his own wives should be
forced by one of his own sons ; and that he should be
plotted against by the same son ; and that, although he
had perpetrated his wickedness secretly, yet that punish-
ment which he was to imdergo should be inflicted publicly

upon him. Moreover he told him that the boy born to
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him by Bathsheba should soon die. When the king
was troubled and very confounded at this, and said
with tears and sorrow that he had sinned (for he was
without doubt a pious man, and guilty of no sin at all

in his whole life except in the matter of Uriah), God
had compassion on him, and was reconciled to him, and
promised that he would preserve to him both his life and
his kingdom : for he said he was no longer displeased
with him seeing he repented of what he had done. And
Nathan, when he had delivered this prophecy to the king,
returned home.

§ 4. However, G-od sent a dangerous sickness on the
child that David had by the wife of Uriah ; at which
the king was troubled, and took no food for seven days,
although his servants almost forced him to take it, but
clothed himself iu a black garment, and lay prostrate
upon the ground in sackcloth, entreating God for the
recovery of the child, for he passionately loved the child's

mother. And when on the seventh day the child died,

the king's servants durst not tell him of it, supposing
that, when he knew it, he would still less take food or any
care of himself, because of his grief at the death of his

son, since, when the child was only sick, he so greatly

grieved for him. But when the king perceived that his

servants were troubled, and seemed to be affected as

people very desirous to conceal something, he understood
that the child was dead, and when he had called one of

the servants to him, and discovered that it was so, he rose

up and had a bath, and put on a white garment, and went
into the tabernacle of God. He also commanded them to

set food before him, and so greatly surprised his kindred
and servants, as he did nothing of the kind when the child

was sick, but did all these things now he was dead.

So having first begged leave to question him, they be-

sought him to tell them the reason of his conduct. And
he called them stupid, and explained to them how he
hoped for the recovery of the child while it was alive,

and accordingly did aU that was proper for him to do,

thinking by such means to render God propitious to him,
but that now the child was dead, there was no longer any
occasion for idle grief. When he had said this, they com-
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mended the king's wisdom and understanding. He then

went in imto Bathsheba his wife, and she conceived and
bare a son, who by the command of Nathan the prophet

was called Solomon.

§ 5. Meantime Joab sorely distressed the Ammonites in

the siege, by cutting off their water, and depriving them
of other means of subsistence, till they were in the greatest

want of meat and drink ; for they depended only on one

small well of water, and this they durst not diink too

freely, lest it should entirely fail them. So he wrote to

the king, and informed him thereof ; and urged him to

come himself and take the city, that he might have the

honour of the victory ascribed to himself. Upon this letter

from Joab, the king was pleased with his good-will and
fidelity, and took with him his army, and came to the

capture of Eabbah, and when he had taken it by storm,

he gave it up to his soldiers to sack. And he himself

took the king of the Ammonites' crown, whose weight was
a talent of gold, and which had in its middle the precious

stone called a sardonyx. And this crown David wore on
his own head frequently. He also found in the city much
splendid and costly spoil. As for the inhabitants, he tor-

tured them to death ; and when he had taken the other

cities of the Ammonites by storm, he treated them in the

same manner.

CHAP. VIII.

How Absalom murdered Amnon, who had forced his Sister,

and how he was banished, and afterwards recalled by

David.

§1-

WHEN the king returned to Jerusalem, a sad misfor-

tune befell his house, on the following occasion. He
had a daughter, who was still a virgin, and very handsome,
insomuch that she surpassed all the most beautiful women

;

her name was Tamar, and she had the same mother as
Absalom. Now Amnon, David's eldest son, fell in love

with her, and not being able to obtain bis desires, on
account of her virginity and the care taken of her, got into
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a bad way, and his grief so consumed his body, that he
grew lean, and lost his colour. And one Jonathan, a kins-
man and friend of his, discovered what ailed him, for he
was an extraordinarily wise man, and of great sagacity.
When therefore he saw every morning that Amnon was not
in body as he ought to be, he came to him and desired him
to teU him what was the cause of it : however he said he
guessed it came from the passion of love. And when
Amnon confessed his passion, and said that he was in love
with a sister of his, who had the same father as himself,

Jonathan suggested to him by what method and contrivance
he might obtain his desires ; for he advised biTn to pre-

tend sickness, and bade him, when his father should come
to see him, to beg of him that his sister might come and
minister to him, for if that were done he would be better,

and would quickly recover from his illness. So Amnon
lay down on his bed, and pretended to be Ul, as Jonathan
had suggested. When his father came, and inquired how
he did, he begged of him to send his sister to him, and
David ordered her to be fetched at once. And when she was
come Amnon bade her make cakes for him, and fry them
in a pan, and do it all with her own hands, because he
should fancy them better from her hands. So she kneaded
the flour in the sight of her brother, and made him cakes,

and cooked them in a pan, and brought them to him. But
he would not taste them then, but gave orders to his ser-

vants to send all that were there out of his chamber,
because he had a mind to repose free from noise and dis-

turbance. As soon as what he had commanded was done,

he asked his sister to bring the cakes into the inner

chamber, and when the damsel had done so, he took
hold of her, and endeavoured to persuade her to lie with
him. Whereupon the damsel cried out and said, " Nay,
brother, do not force me, nor be so wicked as to transgress

the laws, and bring upon yourself dreadful shame. Curb
this unrighteous and impure lust, from which our house
will get nothing but reproach and iU-fame." She also ad-

vised him to speak to their father about it, for he would
permit him to marry her. This she said being desiroiis to

avoid her brother's violent passion at that moment. But he
would not be persuaded, but being inflamed with love, and
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carried away by the vehemence of his passion, he forced

his sister : but as soon as he had satisfied his lust, he hated

her and insulted her, and bade her rise up and be gone.

And when she said that this was more injurious treatment

than the former, if, now he had forced her, he would not

let her stay with him till the evening, but bade her go

away in the daytime while it was light, that she might

meet with people that would be witnesses of her shame, he

commanded his servant to turn her out. And she was
sorely grieved at the injury and outrage that had been

done to her, and rent her tunic (for the virgins of old time

wore such tunics tied at the hands and going down to the

ankles, that the petticoats might not be seen), and sprinkled

dust on her head, and went through the city, crying out

and bewaihng the violence that had been done her. And
her brother Absalom happened to meet her, and asked her

what sad thing had befallen her, that she was in that

plight? and when she had told him the injury that had
been done her, he comforted her, and desired her to be

quiet and to take it patiently, and not to esteem her being

outraged by her brother as an injury. So she yielded to

his advice, and left off crying out, and discovering her out-

rage to the multitude, and she continued desolate with her

brother Absalom a long time.

§ 2. When David his father knew this, he was grieved

at the action of Amnon, but because he had an extra-

ordinary affection for him, for he was his eldest son, he
felt compelled not to pmiish him ; but Absalom watched
for a fit opportunity of avenging this crime on him, for he
thoroughly hated him. Now the second year had elapsed

after Amnon' s wicked behaviour to his sister, and Ab-
salom was about to shear his sheep at Belsephon,' a city

in the portion of Ephraim, and asked his father and
brothers to come and feast with him. And when David
excused himself, as not wishing to be burdensome to him,
Absalom begged he would send his brothers, whom
he did send accordingly. And Absalom charged his ser-

vants, that when they should see Amnon disordered and

^ In 2 Sam. xiii. 23, Baal-Hazor. The name has survived in Tell

'sdr, northward from Jerusalem, and not far from Taiyibeh, Ephraim.

The site of the town is unknown.
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drowsy with wine, and lie should give them a nod, they
should fear nobody but kill him.

§ 3. When they had done as they were commanded, the
other brothers were alarmed and confounded, and afraid
for themselves, so they immediately got on horseback, and
rode away to their father; but someone got there first, and
told David they were aU slain by Absalom ; whereupon
he was overcome with sorrow at so many of his sons
being kUled at once, and that by their brother also, for the
consideration that it was their brother that appeared to
have slain them intensified his sorrow for them. And
being completely unnerved by the tragedy, he neither
inquired what was the reason for this slaughter, nor stayed
to hear anything else, which yet it was but reasonable to
have done, when so very great, and by its greatness so in-

credible, a misfortune was related to him, but he rent his

clothes, and threw himself upon the ground and there lay,

mourning for aU his sons, both those who, as he was
informed, were slain, and him who slew them. But
Jonathan, the son of his brother Shimeah, entreated him
not to indulge his sorrow so far, for as to the rest of his

sons, he did not believe they were slaia, for he found
no ground for such a suspicion ; but he said it might de-
serve inquiry as to Amnon, for it was not unlikely that
Absalom might venture to kill him on account of the
injury he had done to Tamar. In the mean time, a great
galloping of horses, and a noise of people coming, attracted

attention. It was the king's sons, who had fled away
from the feast. So their father met them as they were in
their grief, and he himself grieved with them, for it was
more than he expected to see his sons again, as he had a
little before heard that they had perished. So there were
tears and lamentation on both sides ; they lamenting their

brother who was dead, and the king lamenting his son who
was slaughtered. And Absalom fled to G-eshur,' to his

maternal grandfather who was king of that place, and
he remained with him three whole years.

§ 4. Now David wished to send for Absalom, not to re-

turn to be punished, but that he might be with him, for his

' A small principality of Aram, in the north-east corner of Bashan.

II. D
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anger was abated by time. And Joab, the captain of

his host, stirred him up to this even more ; for he suborned
a woman that was stricken in age to go to the king in
mourning apparel, and shetoldhim that two of her sons in
clownish way had some difference, and in the progress of
that difference came to an open quarrel, and nobody ap-
pearing to part them, one was smitten by the other and
was dead, and she begged him to interpose in the case, and
to do her the favour to save her son from her kindred,
who were very desirous to have him that had slain his

brother put to death, that she might not be deprived
of the hopes she had of being taken care of in her
old age by him, and he could do this for her by pre-

venting the slaughter of her son by those that wished
to kill him, and her kindred would not be restrained from
their purpose by anything else than fear of him. And
when the king had given his consent to what the woman
begged of him, she made this reply to him, " I owe you
thanks for your kindness to me in pitying my old age and
almost entire childlessness, but in order to assure me of

your kindness, be first reconciled to your own son, and
cease to be angry with him. For how shall I persuade
myself that you have really bestowed this favour upon me,
while you yourself continue to be angry for a similar

offence with your own son ? for it is a foolish thing to

lose wilfully another son, when the death of one has come
about against your wish." And now the king perceived

that this pretended story was a subornation of Joab,

and of his contrivance, and when, upon inquiry of the old

woman, he understood it to be so in fact, he called for

Joab, and told him he had obtained what he wanted, and
bade him bring Absalom back, for he was not now dis-

pleased, but had already ceased to be angry with him. So
Joab bowed himself down to the king, and was glad at

his words, and went immediately to Geshur, and brought
back Absalom with him to Jerusalem.

§ 5. However, the king sent a message to his son before-

hand, when he heard he was coming, and commanded him
to retire to his own house, for he was not yet disposed
to see him at once. Accordingly, upon his father's com-
mand, he avoided coming into his presence, and contented
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himself with the respect paid him by his household.
Now his beauty was not impaired either by the grief he
had undergone, or by the want of such care as was proper
to be taken of a king's son, for he still surpassed and
excelled all men in the beauty and tallness of his body,
and outshone those that lived most luxuriously, and iadeed
such was the thickness of the hair of; his head, that it was
with difficulty that he was polled every eighth day, and
his hair weighed two hundred shekels, which are equal to

five miusB. And he dwelt in Jerusalem two years, having
become the father of three sons and one daughter; the

daughter was of very great beauty, and Eehoboam, the

son of Solomon, took her to wife afterwards, and had by
her a son named Abias. And Absalom sent to Joab, and
desired him to pacify his father entirely towards him, and
to beseech him to give him leave to come and see him and
speak with him. But as Joab neglected to do so, Absalom
sent some of his servants, and set fire to Joab's field, which
was near him, and when Joab heard of it he went to

Absalom, and accused him of what he had done, and asked
him the reason why he had done so ? To which Absalom
replied, " I have found out this stratagem to bring you to

me, as you have taken no care to perform the injunctions

I laid upon you, which were to reconcile my father to me

:

and I beg of you now you are here to pacify my father's

anger against me, for I esteem my return here more grievous

than my banishment, as my father's wrath against me
continues." Then Joab was persuaded, and pitied the

distress that Absalom was in, and interceded to the king

for him. And when he talked with David, he soon

brought him to that friendly disposition towards Absalom,
that he at once sent for him to come to him ; and when he

had cast himself down upon the ground, and begged for

forgiveness for his offences, the king raised him up, and
promised to forget what he had done.
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CHAP. IX.

Concerning the Insurrection of Absalom against David ; and
concerning Ahitophel and Hushai ; and concerning Ziba
and Shimei; and how Ahitophel hanged himself.

§1-

NOW Absalom, after his reconciliation with, his father
the king, got for himself a great many horses and

chariots in a very little time. He had, moreover, fifty

armour-bearers about his person, and came early every day
to the king's palace, and spoke agreeably to such as came
for justice and lost their cases, as if it happened for want
of good counsellors about the king, or perhaps because the

judges gave unjust sentences. So he gained the good-will of

all, and told them, that had he the authority committed to

him, he would dispense justice to them in a most equitable

manner. When he had made himself in this way popular

among the multitude, he thought he had already the good-

will of the people secured to him, so when four years had
elapsed since his father's reconciliation to him,' he went to

him, and besought him to give him leave to go to Hebron,
and pay a sacrifice to God, which he vowed when he fled

from the country. So when David had granted his request,

he went there, and great multitudes came flocking together

to him, for he had sent to many to do so.

§ 2. Among them came Ahitophel the Gilonite,'' a coun-

sellor of David, and two hundred men from Jerusalem
itself, who knew not his intentions, but were sent for as to

a sacrifice. And Absalom was appointed king by all of them

' This is one of the best corrections that Josephus's copy affords us of

a text that in our ordinary copies is grossly corrupted. They say, that

this rebellion of Absalom was forty years after what went before (of his

reconciliation to his father), whereas the series of the history shows it

could not be more than ' four ' years after it, as here in Josephus ; whose
number is directly confirmed by that copy of the Septuagint version,

whence the Armenian translation was made, which gives us the small
number of four years.—W.

= That is a native of Giloh, a town in the mountainous part of Jiidah,

near Debir, and now possibly Khurbet Jala.
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through this stratagem. As soon as the news was brought
to David, and he was informed of what he did not expect
from his son, he was alarmed at this his impious and bold
undertaking, and wondered that he was so far from re-

membering how lately his ofEence had been forgiven, that
he undertook much worse and more wicked enterprises

still, first, to deprive bim of the kdngdom which was given
him ty G-od, and secondlj, to take away his own father's

life. He therefore resolved to flee to the parts beyond the
Jordan, and he called his most intimate friends together,
and communicated to them aU that he heard of his son's

desperate conduct. He committed himself to Grod to judge
all his actions, and left the care of his royal palace to lus ten
concubines, and fled from Jerusalem, being wiUingly accom-
panied by the rest of the people, and by those six hundred
armed men who had been with him in his first flight in

the days of Saul. But he persuaded Abiathar and Zadok,
the high priests, who had determined to go away with him,
as also all the Levites, to stay with the ark, hoping that

God would deliver him without its removal, and he charged
them to let him know privately how all things went on :

and he took with him Ahimaaz the son of Zadok and
Jonathan the son of Abiathar as his faithful ministers in

all things. Ittai the Grittite also went out with him,
though David would have had him to stay, and on that

account he appeared more friendly to him. And as

the king was ascending the mount of Olives barefooted,

and aU his company were in tears, it was told him that

Ahitophel was with Absalom and on his side. This news
augmented his grief, and he besought God earnestly to

alienate the mind of Absalom from Ahitophel, for he was
afraid that he would persuade him to follow his pernicious

covmsel, for he was an able man and very keen in seeing

what was advantageous. When David had reached the

top of the mount, he looked back at the city, and prayed
to God with abundance of tears, as if he had already lost

his kingdom : and here it was that a faithful friend of his

met him whose name was Hushai. "When David saw him
with his clothes rent, and dust on his head, and in lamen-
tation for the great change of affairs, he comforted him and
exhorted him to leave off grieving, and at last besought



38 THE WOEKS OP FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK TII.

Inim to go back to Absolom, and appear as one of his party,

and so fisli out the secretest counsels of his mind, and op-

pose the advice of Ahitophel, for he could not do him
as much good by going with him as he might by being

with Absolom. So he was prevailed on by David, and left

him, and went to Jerusalem, where Absolom himself came
also a little while afterwards.

§ 3. When David was gone a little further, Ziba the

servant of Mephibosheth (whom he had sent to take care

of the possessions which had been given to the son of

Jonathan and grandson of Saul), met him with a couple

of asses laden with provisions, and desired him to take as

much of them as he and his followers stood in need of.

And when the king asked him where he had left Mephi-
bosheth ? he said he had left him in Jerusalem, expecting

to be chosen king in the present confusion, in remem-
brance of the benefits Saul had conferred upon the nation.

At this the king was greatly indignant, and gave to Ziba

all that he had formerly bestowed on Mephibosheth ; for

he decided that it was much more right that he should

have them than the other. At this Ziba greatly rejoiced.

§ 4. And when David was at Bahurim,' a place so called,

there came out a kinsman of Saul's, whose name was
Shimei, who threw stones at him, and uttered reproachful

words : and as his friends stood about the king and pro-

tected him, he persevered still more in his reproaches, and
called him a bloody man, and the author of all sorts of

evils. He bade him also go out of the land as an impure
and accursed wretch, and he thanked God for depriving

him of his kingdom, and causing him to be punished by
his own son for the injuries he had done his master Saul.

Now when they were all provoked to anger against him,

and particularly Abishai, who wished to kill Shimei, David
restrained his anger, " Let us not," said he, " bring upon
ourselves another fresh misfortune to those we have already,

for indeed I have not the least regard or concern for this

dog that raves at me : I submit myself to G-od, by whose
permission this man treats me in such a savage manner

;

nor is it any wonder that I am obUged to undergo these

' A place on the old road from Jerusalem to Jericho, and apparently

not far from el-'Aisdwlyeh.
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abuses from him, since I experience the like from an im-
pious son of my own ; but perhaps God will have some
compassion upon us, and if it be his will we shaU over-

come our enemies." So he went on his way without
troubling himself about Shimei, who ran along the other

side of the mountain, and threw out his abuse plentifully.

And when David reached the Jordan, he allowed those

that were with him to refresh themselves, for they were
weary.

§ 5. But when Absalom and Ahitophel his counsellor

were come to Jerusalem with all the people, David's friend

Hushai came to them, and prostrated himself before Ab-
salom, and prayed that his kingdom might last for ever

and continue for all time. And Absalom said to him,
" How comes it that he who was so intimate a friend of

my father's, and appeared faithful to him in all things, is

not with liim now, but hath left him, and is come over to

me? " Hushai's answer was very clever and prudent, for

he said, " We ought to foUowGod and all the people. As
therefore they, my lord and master, are with you. it is fit

that I should foUow them, for you have received the king-

dom from Grod. I will therefore, if you believe me to be

your friend, show the same fidelity and kindness to you
"which you know I have showed to your father: nor is

there the least reason to be dissatisfied with the present

state of affairs, for the kingdom is not transferred to

another family, but remains still in the same, by son

succeeding father." This speech persuaded Absalom, who
before suspected Hushai. And now he called Ahitophel,

and consulted with him what he should do ; and he ad-

vised him to go in unto his father's concubines ; for he

said that the people would know and believe by this action

that his difference with his father was irreconcileable, and
would therefore fight with greater zeal against his father,

for hitherto they were afraid of taking up open enmity

against him, from the expectation that they would be re-

conciled again. And Absalom was prevailed on by this

advice, and commanded his servants to pitch him a tent

on the top of the royal palace, in the sight of the multitude

;

and he went in to it and lay with his father's concubines.

Now this came to pass accordingto the prediction of Nathan,
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when he prophesied and told David that his son would rise

up in rebellion against him.

§ 6. And when Absalom had done what he was advised

to do by Ahitophel, he desired his opinion, in the second
place, about the war against his father. Now, Ahitophel
asked him to let him have ten thousand picked men, and
he undertook to slay his father, and bring the soldiers

back again in safety, and said that the kingdom would be
secure to him only when David was dead. Absalom was
pleased with this suggestion, and sent for Hushai, David's
friend (for so did he call him), and informing him of the

opinion of Ahitophel, he asked further what was his view on
the matter? Now Hushai saw that if Ahitophel's counsel

was followed, David would be in danger of being taken
and slain, so he attempted to introduce a contrary opinion,

and said : " Tou are not unacquainted, king, with the
valour of your father, and of those that are now with him,
for he has made many wars, and has always come off

with victory over his enemy. It is likely that he now
stays in camp, for he is very skilful in stratagems,

and in foreseeing the wUiness of his enemies, and will

leave his own soldiers in the evening, and will either hide
himself in some valley, or will place an ambush at some
rock: so that when our army joins battle with him, his

soldiers wiU retire for a little while, but will come upon us
again, being encouraged by the king's being near them

;

and meantime your father will show himself suddenly
in the time of the battle, and will infuse courage into

his own people when they are in danger, and bring con-

sternation to yours. Consider therefore my advice and
reason upon it, and if you acknowledge it to be the best,

reject the opinion of Ahitophel. And send round to the
entire country of the Hebrews, and bid them come and
fight against your father ; and do you yourself take over
the army, and be your own general in the war, and do not
trust its management to another. And expect to conquer
him with ease, when you take him in the open with his

few followers, having yourself many myriads desirous
of showing to you their zeal and energy. And if your
father shall shut himself up in some city and stand a
siege, we will overthrow that city by machines of war and



CHAP. IX.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 41

imdenniniiig." When Hushai had said this, he obtained

his point against Ahitophel, for his opinion was preferred

by Absalom to the other's : but it was God who made the

counsel of Hushai appear best to the mind of Absalom.

§ 7. Then Hushai hastened to the high priests Zadok
and Abiathar, and told them the counsel of Ahitophel and
his own, and that it had been decided to follow his. He
therefore bade them send to David and tell him of it, and
inform him of what had been resolved upon, and exhort

him further to pass quickly over the Jordan, lest his

son should change his mind, and make haste to pursue

him, and so get the start of him and take him before he
could be in safety. Now the high priests had their sons

concealed outside the city on purpose, that they might
carry news to David of what was going on. So they

sent a maid-servant whom they could trust, to carry them
the news of Absalom's determination, and ordered them
to signify the same to David with all speed. And they

lost no time and made no delay, but taking vrith them
their fathers' injunctions, became pious and faithful

ministers, and judging quickness and speed the best mark
of faithful service, made haste to meet David. But
certain horsemen saw them when they were two furlongs

from the city, and informed Absalom of them, who imme-
diately sent some men to take them ; but when the sons

of the high priests perceived this, they left the high road

at once, and betook themselves to a certain village not far

from Jerusalem called Bahurim ; there they desired a cer-

tain woman to hide them, and give them security. And
she let the young men down by a rope into a well, and
laid fleeces of wool over them, and when those that pur-

sued them came to her, and asked her whether she had
seen them, she did not deny that she had seen them, for

they had stayed with her some time, she said, and then

gone away, and she foretold them that if they would

foUow them directly, they would catch them. But when
after a long pursuit they did not catch them, they came
back again ; and when the woman saw that they had re-

turned, and that there was no longer any fear of the

young men being caught by them, she drew them up by
the rope, and bade them go on their errand. And they
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used great diligence in the prosecution of their journey,

and got to David, and informed him accurately of all the
plans of Absalom. And he commanded those that were
with him to pass over the Jordan while it was night, and
not to delay at all on that account.

§ 8. But Ahitophel, on rejection of his advice, got

upon his ass and rode away to his own city, Gilon ;
' and

calling his family together, he told them in detail the

advice he had given Absalom, and since he had not been
persuaded by it, he said he would certainly perish, and
that in no long time, for David would overcome him, and
return to his kingdom again. So he said it was better

that he should take his own life away with freedom and
magnanimity, than expose himself to be punished by
David, in opposition to whom he had acted entirely for

Absalom. When he had thus discoursed to them, he
went into the innermost room of his house, and hanged
himself. Such was the death of Ahitophel, who was
self-condemned, and when his relations had cut him down
from the rope, they took care of his funeral. As for

David, he passed over the Jordan, as I have said already,

and came to Mahanaim,^ a very fine and very strong city.

And all the chief men of the country received him with
great pleasure, both from the shame they had that he
should have been forced to flee away [from Jerusalem],

and from the respect they bore him when he was in his

former prosperity. These were BarzUlai the Gileadite,

and Siphar the ruler of the Ammanites, and Machir the
principal man in G-ilead; and they furnished him with
plentiful provisions for himself and his followers, insomuch
that they wanted neither beds nor blankets, nor loaves of
bread, nor wine ; they brought them also a great many
cattle for slaughter, and offered them whatever they wanted
for their refreshment and food when they were weary, in

plentiful supply.

^ The Giloh of 2 Sam. xv. 12. See note 2, p. 23.
^ Possibly Mahneh, fourteen miles south-east of Beisdn, Bethshean

;

but the identification is uncertain.
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CHAP. X.

How Ahsalom was beaten, and caught in a Tree by his Hair,
and slain by Joab.

§1-

SUCH was the state of David and Ms followers. But
Absalom mustered together a large army of the

Hebrews against his father, and crossed over the river

Jordan, and encamped not far from Mahanaim in the
region of Gilead. He appointed Amasa to be captain of
all his army, instead of Joab his kinsman. The father
of Amasa was Ithra, and the mother Abigail : both she
and Zeniiah, the mother of Joab, were David's sisters.

But when David had numbered his followers, and found
them to be about four thousand, he resolved not to wait
till Absalom attacked him, but set over his men captains
of thousands and captains of hundreds, and divided his

army into three parts : one part he committed to Joab, the
next to Abishai, Joab's brother, and the third to Ittai,

David's companion and friend, though he came from the
city of Gath.' And when he was desirous of fighting himself
among them, his friends would not let him, checking him on
very vrise grounds. '

' For,' ' (said they,) " if we be conquered
when he is with us, we have lost all our good hopes of re-

covering ourselves ; but if we should be beaten in one part

of our army, the other parts may retire to him, and may
thereby prepare a greater force, while the enemy will

naturally suppose that he has another army with him."
And David was pleased with this advice, and resolved him-
self to tarry at Mahanaim. And as he sent his friends

and commanders to the battle, he desired them to show
all possible zeal and fidelity, and to bear in mind what
benefits they had received from him ; and he begged of

them to spare the young man Absalom, lest he should do
himself some mischief if he should be killed. And thus did

he send out his army to battle, and prayed for their victory

therein.
' Telles-Sdfi.
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§ 2. And Joab put his army in battle array over against

the enemy in the great plain, which had a wood behind it.

Absalom also brought his army into the field to oppose

him. On the opening of the battle both sides displayed

great valour and boldness ; the one side exposing them-
selves to the greatest hazards, and exhibiting the utmost
zeal, that David might recover his kingdom, and the other

side being no way deficient either in doing or suffering,

that Absalom might not be deprived of the kingdom, and
brought to punishment by his father for his impudent
attempt against him. Those also that were the most
numerous were anxious that they should not be conquered
by the few that were with Joab and his under o£B.cers, for

that would be the greatest disgrace to them, while David's

soldiers strove greatly to overcome so many myriads of

the enemy. So the battle was stoutly contested, but
David's men were the conquerors, being superior in strength

and skill in war ; so they followed the others as they fled

away through coppices and valleys ; some they took
prisoners, and many they slew, and more in the flight than
in the battle, for there fell about twenty thousand that

day. And all David's men hotly pursued Absalom, for he
was easily known by his beauty and height. He was him-
self also afraid that his enemies would capture him, so he
got upon the royal mule and fled ; but as he was borne
with rapidity and unsteady motion, being himself light,

he entangled his hair in the large boughs of a knotty tree

that spread a great way, and there hung in a marvellous
manner ; and as for the beast, it went on swiftly as if its

master had been stiU upon its back, but he, hanging in the
air upon the boughs, was taken by his enemies. And when
one of David's soldiers saw him, he informed Joab, and
when the general said, that if he had shot at and killed

Absalom, he would have given him fifty shekels, he replied,
" I would not have killed my master's son if you would
have given me a thousand shekels, especially as he begged
that the young man might be spared in the hearing of us
all." But Joab bade him show him where it was that he
saw Absalom hanging, and shot him to the heart and slew
him, and Joab's armour-bearers stood round about the
tree, and pulled down his dead body, and cast it into a large
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obscure pit, and threw stones upon him till it was filled up,
when it had both the appearance and dimensions of a grave.

Then Joab sounded the retreat, and recalled his own soldiers

from pursuing the enemy's army, wishing to spare his

fellow-countrymen.

§ 3. Now Absalom had erected for himself a marble
pillar ' in the king's dale, two furlongs distant from Jeru-

salem, which he named Absalom's Hand, saying, if his

children were killed, that his name would remain by that
pillar. Now he had three sons, and one daughter named
Tamar, as I said before, who was married to David's
grandson Kehoboam, and bore a son, Abias by name, who
succeeded his father in the kingdom : but of these I shall

speak in a part of my history which will be more proper.

And after the death of Absalom the people returned every
one to their own homes.

§ 4. And now Ahimaaz the son of Zadok the high priest

went to Joab, and desired he would permit him to go and
tell David of this victory, and to bring him the good news
that Grod had afforded him his assistance and care. How-
ever, he did not grant his request, but said to him, "Will
you, who have always been the messenger of good news, go
now and acquaint the king that his son is dead ? " So he
desired him to stay, and called Cushi, and committed the

business to him, that he should tell the king what he had
himself seen. But when Ahimaaz again desired him to

let him go as a messenger, and assured him that he would
only relate what concerned the victory, and would say

nothing about the death of Absalom, he gave him leave to

go to David. And he took a short cut which nobody
knew but himself, and got before Cushi. Now as David
was sitting between the gates, and waiting for somebody to

come to him from the battle and tell him how it went, one

of the watchmen saw Ahimaaz running, and before he

could discern who he was, he told David that he saw some-

body coming to him, and the king said he was a good

' Josephus appears here to place Absalom's pillar in the Valley of

Jehoshapbat, where there is now a monument known by his name. In

2 Sam. xiii. 18, the position of the ' King's dale ' is not indicated ; but

it is believed by many writers to be the same place as the 'King's dale'

or valley of Shaveh of Gen. xiv. 17.
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messenger. A little while after he informed him that

another messenger followed him ; whereupon the king
said that he also was a good messenger. But when the
watchman recognized Ahimaaz, who was now very near, he
gave the king notice that it was the son of Zadok the high
priest who came running. Then David was very glad, and
said he was a messenger of good tidings, and brought
him news from the battle such as he would be glad

to hear. .

§ 5. While the king was saying this, Ahimaaz ap-

peared and prostrated himself before the king, and when the

king inquired of him about the battle, he said he brought
him good news of victory and dominion. And when he
inquired if he had any news about his son, he said that

he came away directly the enemy was defeated, and that

he heard a great shouting of those that pursued Absalom,
but that he could learn no more, because of the haste he
made when Joab sent him to inform the king of the
victory. But when Cushi was come, and had prostrated

himself, and informed the king of the victory, he asked
him about his son, and he replied, " May the like mis-
fortune befall your enemies as has befallen Absalom."
That word did not permit either David or his soldiers to

rejoice for the victory, though it was a very great one ; but
David went up to the highest part of the city,' and called

his son by name, and beat his breast, tearing [the hair of]

his head, and tormenting himself all manner of ways, and
crying out, " my son ! I wish that I had died myself,

and ended my days with you !
" For David was of a tender

natural affection, and had extraordinary love for this son in
particular. But when the army and Joab heard that the
king mourned so for his son, they were ashamed to enter
the city in the guise of conquerors, and all came in

' Since David was now in Mahanaim, and in the open place of that
city gate, which seems still to have been built the highest of any part
of the wall, and since our other copies say, he ' went np to the chamber
over the gate,' 2 Sam. xviii. 23, 1 think we ought to correct our present
reading in Josephus, and for ' city ' should read ' gate,' i. e. instead of
the highest part of the ' city,' should say the highest part of the ' gate.'
Accordingly, we find David presently in Josephus, as well as in our
other copies, 2 Sam. xix. 8, sitting as before in the ' gate ' of the city—W.



CHAP. X.] ANTIQTTITIES OF THE JEWS. 47

dejected and in tears, as if they had heen beaten. Now,
while the king covered his face, and grievously lamented
his son, Joah went in to him, and talked him round, and
said, " My lord the king, you are not aware that you do
yourself wrong by what you now do : for you seem to hate
those that love you, and undergo dangers for you, nay,
even yourself and your family, and to love those that are
your bitter enemies, and to regret those that are no more,
who have been justly slain. For had Absalom got the
victory, and firmly settled himself in the kingdom, there
would have been no vestige of us left, but all of us, begin-
ning with yourself and your children, would have miserably
perished, while our enemies would not have wept over us,

but rejoiced over us, and punished those that pitied us in

our misfortunes. And you are not ashamed to do this

in the case of one that has been your bitter enemy,
who, though he was your son, has proved so wicked.
Leave off, therefore, your unreasonable grief, and come
abroad and show yourself to the soldiers, and return them
thanks for the zeal they showed in the fight ; for I wiU
myself this day persuade the people to leave you, and to

give the kingdom to another, if you continue to act thus

;

and then I shall make you grieve bitterly and in earnest."

Upon Joab's speaking thus to him, he made the king leave

off his sorrow, and brought him to the consideration of his

affairs. And David changed his behaviour, and showed
himself so as to be seen by the multitude, and sat at the

gates ; whereupon all the people heard of it, and ran to-

gether to him, and saluted him. And this was the present

state of David's affairs.
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CHAP. XI.

How David, when he had recovered his Kingdom, pardoned
Shimei and Mephibosheth ; and showed great Affection

to Barzillai ; and how, upon the Rise of a Sedition, he

made Amusa Captain of his Host, in order to pursue
Sheba ; and how Amasa was slain by Joah.

§1-

NOW those Hebrews that had belonged to Absalom's
party, and had escaped from the battle, when they

had all returned home, sent messengers to every city to put
them in mind of the benefits which David had bestowed
upon them, and of the liberty which he had procured them,
by delivering them from many and great wars. But they
complained, that whereas they had ejected him out of his

kingdom, and offered it to another, and this other whom
they had set up was now dead, they did not beseech David
to leave off his anger, and to become friends with them,
and as before to resume the care of their affairs, and take
over the kingdom again. This was often reported to David,
notwithstanding he sent to Zadok and Abiathar the high
priests, telling them to say to the rulers of the tribe of

Judah that it would be a reproach upon them to permit
the other tribes to choose David for their king before
their tribe, and that as they were akin to him and of the
same blood. He commanded them also to say the same
to Amasa, the captain of their forces, and to tell him that
though he was his sister's son, and yet had not persuaded
the multitude to restore the kingdom to David, yet he might
expect from him not only reconciliation, for that was
already granted but the supreme command of the army
also, which Absalom had bestowed upon him. Accord-
ingly, the high priests, when they had discoursed with the
rulers of the tribe, and said what the king had ordered
them, persuaded Amasa to undertake the care of the
king's affairs. And he persuaded his tribe to send imme-
diately messengers to beseech the king to return to his
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kingdom. The same did all the Israelites, at the per-

suasion of Amasa.
§ 2. When the messengers went to the king, he returned

to Jerusalem, and the tribe of Judah was the first that came
to meet the king at the river Jordan. And Shimei, the

son of Gera, came with a thousand men of the tribe of

Benjamin whom he brought with him, and Ziba the freed-

man of Saul came with his fifteen sons and twenty servants.

All these, with the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge over the

river, that the king and those that were with him might
cross over with ease. And as soon as he was come to the

Jordan, the tribe of Judah saluted him. Shimei also went
upon the bridge, and took hold of his feet, and prayed

him to forgive his offence against him, and not to be

bitter against him, nor to think fit to make him the

first example in his new authority, but to consider that

he had repented of his failure of duty, and had taken care

to come first to him. While he was thus entreating

the king, and moving HiTn to compassion, Joab's brother

Abishai said, " And shall not this man die for having cursed

him whom God appointed to be king ? " But David turned

to him, and said, " Will ye never leave off, ye sons

of Zemiah? Do not, I pray, raise new troubles and
seditions among us, now the former are over ; for it is not

right for you to be ignorant that I this day begin my reign,

and therefore swear to remit all offenders their punish-

ments, and not to proceed against any one that has sinned.

Be you therefore, (said he,) Shimei, of good courage, and

do not at aU fear being put to death." Then Shimei pros-

trated himself before the king, and went on before him.

§ 3. Saul's grandson Mephibosheth also came to meet

David, clothed in a dirty garment, and having his hair

long and neglected ; for after David fled away, he was in

such grief, that he had not polled his head, nor washed

his clothes, dooming himself to such neglect on occasion of

the change in the king's affairs. Now he had been un-

justly calumniated to the king by Ziba his steward. So

when he had greeted the king, and prostrated himself

before him, the king began to ask him, " Why ever he had
not gone out of Jerusalem with him, and accompanied him
during his flight?" He replied that it was all Ziba's

II. B
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fault, for when he was ordered to get things ready for his

setting out, he paid no attention to him, but regarded him
no more than if he had been a slave. " And indeed, had
I had my feet sound and strong, I should not have been
left behind you, for I could have made use of them
in flight. But this is not all the injury that Ziba has
done me, as to my duty to you, my lord and master ; but
he has calumniated me besides, and told lies about me
to injure me, but I know your mind will not believe such
calumnies, being just and loving the truth, which G-od

also wishes to prevail. For when you were in the
greatest danger of suffering at the hand of my grand-
father, and when on that account our whole family de-

served to perish, you were moderate and merciful, and
quite forgot all those injuries, when, if you had remem-
bered them, you had the power of punishing us for them.
And you judged me to be your friend, and set me every
day at your table, nor did I want anything which one of

your own kinsmen held in highest honour could have
expected." When he said this, David resolved neither to

punish Mephibosheth, nor to condemn Ziba as having
belied his master, but said to him, that as he had granted
all his estate to Ziba, because he had not come along with
him, so he now promised to forgive him, and ordered that
half his estate should be restored to him. Whereupon
Mephibosheth said, " Nay, let Ziba take all, it is enough
for me that you have recovered your kingdom."

§ 4. Then David besought Barzillai the Grileadite, that
great and good man, who had made a plentiful provision

for the king at Mahanaim, and conducted him as far as

the Jordan, to accompany him to Jerusalem, for he pro-
mised to treat him in his old age with all manner of

honour, to take care of him as if he were his father,

and provide for him. But Barzillai was so desirous to

live at home that he entreated him to excuse him from
attendance on him ; and said that his age was too great to
enjoy the pleasures [of a court,] for he was fourscore
years old, and had therefore to make provision for his

death and burial, so he begged him to gratify him in this

desire, and dismiss him, for he had no relish of his meat
or drink by reason of his age, and his ears were deaf to
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the sound of pipes, or the melody of other musical instru-

ments, such as those that Hved with kings delighted in. As
he entreated for this so earnestly, the king said, " I dis-

miss you then, but you shall leave with me your son
Chimham, and' upon him will I bestow all sorts of good
things." So Barzillai left his son with him, and pros-

trated himself before the king, and prayed for a pros-

perous conclusion of all his affairs according to his mind,
and returned home. Then David went to Gilgal,' having
already with him half the people of Israel, and all the

tribe of Judah.

§ 5. Now the principal men of Israel came to him to

GrUgal with a great multitude, and complained that the

tribe of Judah had come to him secretly, whereas they
ought all to have met him conjointly and unanimously.
But the rulers of the tribe of Judah desired them not to

be displeased at their having come first, for, said they,
" We are David's kinsmen, and on that account we took

more care of him, and loved him, and came first to him,

but we did not for our early coming receive any gifts from
him, to give them who came last any cause for vexation."

When the rulers of the tribe of Judah had said this, the

rulers of the other tribes were not content, but said, " O
brothers, we cannot but wonder at you calling the king

your kinsman alone, for he that has received from Grod

the power over all of us, ought to be esteemed a kinsman
of us all : for which reason, the whole people have eleven

parts in him, and you but one part, we also are older than

you, so you have not done justly in coming to the king in

his stealthy and secret manner."

§ 6. While these rulers were disputing thus with one

another, a certain wicked man who took pleasure in sedi-

tion, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, of the tribe

of Benjamin, stood up in the midst of the multitude, and
cried aloud, and spoke thus to them :

" We have no part

in David, nor inheritance in the son of Jesse." And when
he had spoken these words, he blew with a trumpet, and
declared war against the king, and all Israel left David
and followed him ; the tribe of Judah alone remained

' Jiljulia.
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with him, and settled him in his royal palace at Jerusa-
lem. But as for the concubines, with whom Absalom his

son had lain, he removed them to another house, and
ordered those that had the care of them to supply them with
all things necessary, but he came not near them any more.
He also appointed Amasa as the captain of his forces, and
gave him the post that Joab had before, and bade him
muster out of the tribe of Judah as great an army as he
could, and come to him within three days, that he might
put his entire army into his hands, and send him to fight

against the son of Bichri. Now, when Amasa was gone
out, and made some delay in gathering the army together,

and so had not returned on the third day, the king said
to Joab, "It is not fit we should make any delay in this

afEair of Sheba, lest he get a numerous army about him,
and be the occasion of greater mischief, and hurt our
affairs more than Absalom did. Do not therefore wait
any longer, but take what force you have at hand, and the
six hundred, and your brother Abishai, and pursue after

the enemy, and make him fight wherever you find him.
Make haste to anticipate him, lest he seize upon some for-

tified cities, and cause us great labour and pains to dis-

lodge him."

§ 7. And Joab resolved to make no more delay, but taking
with him his brother and the six himdred, and giving
orders that the rest of the army which was at Jerusalem
should follow, he marched against Sheba ; and when he
was come to Gribeon,' a village forty furlongs from Jeru-
salem, Amasa met him with a great army. Now Joab
was girded with a sword and had his breastplate on ; and
when Amasa came near him to salute him, he took par-
ticular care that his sword should fall out of the scabbard
as if spontaneously. Then he took it up from the ground,
and approached Amasa, who was then near him, as though
he would kiss him, and took hold of Amasa's beard with
his other hand, and stabbed him in the belly when he did
not expect it, and slew him. This impious and altogether
unholy action Joab did to a good young man, and his kins-
man, and one that had done him. no injury, merely out of

' el-M.



CHAP. XI.] ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 53

jealousy that he would obtain the chief command of the
army, and have equal rank with himself about the king,

and it was for the same reasonthat he had killed Abner . But
as to that former wicked action, the death of his brother
Asahel, which he seemed to revenge, afforded him a decent
pretext, and made that crime a pardonable one ; but in

this murder of Amasa there was no such excuse. And
when Joab had kiUed his fellow-general, he pursued after

Sheba, having left a man with the dead body, who was
ordered to proclaim aloud to the army that Ajnasa was
justly slain and deservedly punished, and to say to them,
" If you be for the king, follow Joab his general, and Abishai
Joab's brother." But as the body lay in the road, and aU
the multitude came running up to it, and, as is usual with
a crowd, gaping and staring a great while at it, he that

guarded it removed it thence, and carried it to a place very
remote from the road, and there laid it, and covered it with
his garment. When this was done, all the people followed

Joab. Now as he pursued Sheba through aU the country
of Israel, a certain person told him that he was in a strong
city called Abel-macheah,' so Joab went there, and besieged

it with his army, and cast up a bank roimd it, and ordered
his soldiers to undermine the walls, and to overthrow
them ; and since the people in the city would not admit
him, he was greatly displeased at them.

§ 8. Now there was a woman in the city both wise and
intelligent, who seeing her native place lying at the last ex-

tremity, climbed upon the walls, and through the armed
men called for Joab ; and when he came near, she began to

say, " Grod gave us kings and generals of armies to drive

out the enemies of the Hebrews, and to introduce uni-

versal peace among us, but you are endeavouring to over-

throw and depopulate a metropolis of the Israelites, which
has been guUty of no offence." But he replied, " God
continue to be merciful unto me : I desire to avoid killing
any of the people, much less would I destroy such a city as

this: and if they wiU deliver me up Sheba, the son of

Bichri, who has rebelled against the king, I wiU raise the

siege, and withdraw the army." Now as soon as the woman

' Abel Beth-Maacah ; now Abl, west of Bdnids.
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heard what Joab said, she desired him to intermit the siege

for a little while, for he should have the head of his

enemy thrown out to him at once. So she went down to

the citizens, and said to them, " Will you be so wretched

as to perish miserably, with your children and wives, for

the sake of a vile fellow, and one whom nobody knows any-

thing about? And will you have him for your king instead

of David, who has been so great a benefactor to you, and
wiU you oppose one city to such a mighty and strong

army ? " So she prevailed with them, and they cut off the

head of Sheba, and threw it into Joab's army. When this

was done, the king's general sounded a retreat, and raised

the siege. And when he had returned to Jerusalem, he was
again appointed general of all the people. The king

also made Benaiah captain of the body-guards and of

the six hundred. He also set Adoram over the tribute,

and Sabathes and Achilaus over the records, and made
Susa the scribe, and appointed Zadok and Abiathar as the

high priests.

CHAP. xn.

Sow the Hebrews were delivered from a Famine, when the

GHbeonites had caused punishment to he inflicted for those

of them thai had been slain ; as also what great Actions

were ferformed against the Philistines by David and the

Men of Valour with him.

§1-

AFTER this, when the country was grievously afflicted

with a famine, David besought G-od to have mercy on
the people, and to discover to him what was the cause of

it, and how a remedy might be foimd for it. And the

prophets answered, that Q-od would have the G-ibeonites

avenged, whom king Saul had been so wicked as to betray

to slaugljter, violating the oath which the general Joshua
and the senate had sworn to them. If, therefore, said

God, the king would permit such vengeance to be taken

for those that were slain, as the Gibeonites should desire,

he promised that he would be reconciled to them, and
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free the people from the famine. As soon therefore as

the king learned from the prophets that it was this which
Grod sought, he sent for the Gibeonites, and asked them,
What they would have ? and when they asked to hare seven
sons of the race of Saul delivered up to them to be punished,
he delivered them up, but spared Mephibosheth the son of

Jonathan. And when the Gibeonites had received the men,
they punished them as they pleased; upon which God
began to send rain at once, and to make the earth again
bring forth its fruits as usual, and to free it from the pre-

vious drought, so that the country of the Hebrews flourished

again. Not long afterwards the king made war against

the Philistines, and when he had joined battle with them,
and put them to flight, he was left alone as he was in pur-

suit of them ; and when he was quite tired out, he was
descried by one of the enemy, whose name was Acmon, the

son of Araph ; he was one of the sons of the giants. He
had a spear, the handle of which weighed three hundred
shekels, and a breastplate of chain work, and a sword. He
turned and rushed violently to slay David, who was quite

tired out, but Abishai, Joab's brother, appeared on the

sudden, and protected the king with his shield as he lay

down, and slew the enemy. Now the people were very un-

easy at this danger and near escape of the king, and the

rulers made him swear that he would no more go out with

them to battle, lest he should come to some great misfor-

tune by his courage and boldness, and thereby deprive the

people of the benefits they now enjoyed through him, and
those they might hereafter enjoy by his living a long time

with them.

§ 2. "When the king heard that the Philistines were

gathered together at the city of Gazar,' he sent an army
against them, when Sobacches the Hittite, one of David's

most courageous men, behaved himself so as to deserve

great commendation, for he slew many of those who bragged

that they were the posterity of the giants, and vaimted
themselves highly on their bravery, and so was the occa-

sion of victory to the Hebrews. And after that defeat

the Philistines made war again : and when David sent an

' Gezer, now Tell Jezar, see note 2, p. 14; in 2 Sam. xxi. 18, the

place is called Gob.
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army against them, Nephan his kinsman won great re-

nown, for he fought in single combat with the stoutest of

all the Philistines, and slew him, and put the rest to

flight. Many of them also were slain in the flight. And
a little while after this the Philistines pitched their camp
at the city of Gath,^ which lay not far ofE the borders of

the country of the Hebrews. They had a man who was
six cubits tall, and had on each of his feet and hands one
more toe and finger than men naturally have. Now
Jonathan, the son of Shimea, out of the army sent against

them by David, fought this man in single combat, and
slew him ; and as he was the person who gave the turn to

the battle, he gained the greatest reputation for courage

therein. This PhiUstine also vaunted himself to be of

the sons of the giants. But after this fight the Philistines

made war no more against the Israelites.

§ 3. And now David being freed from wars and dangers,

and enjoying for the rest of his reign profound peace,

composed songs and hymns to G-od in several kinds of

metre : some of those which he made were trimeters, and
some pentameters. He also made instruments of music,

and taught the Levites to sing hymns to God, both on the

Sabbath-day, and on the other festivals. Now this was
the construction of the instruments : the lyre was an
instrument of ten strings played upon with a plectron, the

psaltery had twelve musical notes and was played upon
by the fingers, the cymbals were broad and large instru-

ments made of brass. And so much shall suffice to say

about these instruments, that the reader may not be
wholly imacquainted with their nature.

§ 4. Now all the men that were about David were men
of courage. Those of them that were most illustrious and
famous for their actions were thirty-eight ; of five of whom
only I will relate the performances, for these will suffice

to make manifest the virtues of the others also ; for these
were powerful enough to subdue countries, and conquer
great nations. First then was Jessamus, the son of

Achemseus, who frequently rushed upon the ranks of the

enemy, and did not leave off fighting till he overthrew

' Tellea-Sdfi.
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nine hundred of them. The second was Eleazar, the son

of Dodo, who was with the ting at Arasam.^ This man
once, when the Israelites were ia consternation at the mul-

titude of the Philistines, and were running away, stood his

ground alone, and fell upon the enemy, and slew many of

them, till his sword stuck to his hand from the blood he

had shed, and till the Israelites, seeing the Phihstines

routed by him, came down from the mountains and pur-

sued them^, and at that time won a surprising and famous
victory, for Eleazar slew the men, and the multitude fol-

lowed and spoiled their dead bodies. The third was
Cesabseus, the son of Hus. Now this man, when, in the

wars against the PhUistines, they pitched their camp at a

place called Lehi," and when the Hebrews were again afraid

of the enemy and fled, stood his ground alone as if an

army and body of men, and some of them he slew, and
others who were not able to abide his strength and force,

but fled away, he pursued. These were the works of their

hands, and of fighting, which these thre& performed. And
once, when the king was at Jerusalem, and the army of the

Philistines came against him to fight him, David went up
to the top of the citadel, as I have already said, to inquire

of Grod concernii^ the battle, while the enemy's camp lay

in the vaUey that extends to the city of Bethlehsm,^ which

is twenty furlongs from Jerusalem. Now David said to

his companions, " We have excellent water in my own
city, especially that which is in the pit near the gate,"

wondering if anyone would bring liim some of it to drink

:

for he said he would rather have it than a great deal of

money. When these three men heard what he said, they

ran off immediately, and burst through the midst of the

enemy^s camp, and went to Bethlehem, and when they had

drawn the water, they returned again through the enemy's

camp to the king, and the Philistines were so surprised at

their boldness and stout-heartedness, that they kept quiet,

and did nothing against them, as if they despised their

^ Arasamos; in 1 Chr. xi. 13, it is Fas-dammim ; in 1 Sam. xvii. 1,

£phes-dammim ; a place not yet identified between Socoh and Azekah.
^ Or Jaw-hone. Apparently the same place as the scene of Samson's

exploit with the jawbone (Judg. xt. 9, 14, 19); the site is unknown.
^ The ' Valley of the Giants,' see note 1, p. 13.
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small number. But when the water was brought to the

king, he would not drink it, for he said that it was got by
the danger and blood of the men, and that it was not

right on that account to drink it. So he poured it out to

God, and gave him thanks for the safety of the men.
The fourth was Abishai, Joab's brother, who in one

day slew six hundred of the enemy. The fifth was
Benaiah, by lineage a priest ; who, being challenged by
[two] eminent brothers in the country of Moab, overcame

them by his valour. And again, when an Egyptian of

vast size challenged him, though he was unarmed, he killed

him with his own spear which he threw at him, for he

snatched his javelin, and took away his weapons, whUe he

was alive and fighting, and slew him with them. One
might also add the following to the forementioned actions

of the same man, either as the bravest of them, or equal

to the rest. "When G-od sent a snow, a lion slipped and
fell into a certain pit, and because the pit's mouth was
narrow, it was evident the lion would perish, being en-

closed in the snow, so as it saw no way to get out and save

itself, it roared. When Benaiah heard the wild beast, for

he was passing by at the time, at the roaring it made, he
went down to the mouth of the pit, and smote it as it

struggled with a club that was in his hand, and imme-
diately slew it. The other thirty-three were like these in

valour also.

CHAP. xm.

How, when David numbered the People, they were punished,

and how the Divine Compassion stopped their Punish-
ment.

§1-

NOW king David was desirous to know how many
myriads of the people there were, but he forgot the

commands of Moses, who had said beforehand, that if the

multitude were numbered, they were to pay half a shekel

to Grod per head. And the king commanded Joab, the

captain of his host, to go and number the whole multitude :

but though he said there was no necessity for such a census,
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the king was not persuaded, but enjoined Wm to make no
delay, but to go about the numbering of the Hebrews at
once. Then Joab took with him the heads of the tribes,

and the scribes, and went over the country of the Israel-

ites, and took a census of the people, and returned to Jeru-
salem to the king nine months and twenty days after, and
gave in to the king the number of the people, with the ex-
ception of the tribe of Benjamin, for he did not number
that tribe, or the tribe of Levi, for the king repented of his
having sinned against G-od. Now the number of the rest

of the Israelites was nine hundred thousand men able to
bear arms and go to war, and the tribe of Judah by itself

was four hundred thousand men.

§ 2. Now when the prophets had signified to David that
Grod was angry with him, he began to entreat and beseech
him to be merciful to him and forgive him his sin. Then Grod

sent Gad the prophet to him to offer him the choice of

three things, that he migtt select which he liked best:

whether he would have famine come upon the country for

seven years ? or would have a war, and be subdued three

months by his enemies ? or whether Grod should send a
pestilence and plague upon the Hebrews for three days ?

But as he was reduced to a fatal choice of great miseries,

he was sorely troubled and confounded; and when the

prophet said he must make his choice, and ordered him to

answer quickly, that he might report his choice to Grod, the

king reasoned with himself, that in case he should ask for

famine, he would appear to do it for others, and without
risk to himself, since he had a great deal of com hoarded
up, but to the harm of his people, and in case he should
choose to be conquered by his enemies for three months, he
would appear to have chosen war because he had valiant

men about him and strongholds, and so feared nothing
therefrom, therefore he chose that affliction which is com-
mon to kings and their subjects, and in which the fear was
equal to all, and observed that it was much better to fall

into the hands of G-od than into those of the enemy.

§ 3. When the prophet received this answer, he reported

it to God ; who thereupon sent a pestilence and mortality

upon the Hebrews. But they did not die after one and
the same manner, nor so that it was easv to know what
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their malady was, for the miserable disease was one indeed,

but it carried them off by ten thousand causes and occasions,

which those that were stricken could not understand. For
one died after another, and the terrible malady seized them
before they were aware, and brought them quickly to their

end, some giving up the ghost suddenly with very great and
sharp pains, and some being worn away by their sufferings,

and having very little left to be buried, being as soon as

ever they fell sick entirely macerated ; some were choked,

and wailed aloud, being also stricken with sudden dark-

ness ; and some there were, who fell down dead as they

were burying a relation, without finishing the funeral. And
there perished by this pestilence, which began in the

morning and lasted till the hour of dinner, seventy thou-

sand. And the angel stretched out his hand over Jeru-

salem, to send this terrible judgment upon it. But David
put on sackcloth and lay on the ground, begging and en-

treating God that the plague might now cease, and that he
would be satisfied with those that had already perished.

And when the king looked up into the air, and saw the

angel borne along thereby towards Jerusalem with his sword
drawn, he said to God that he, the shepherd, might justly

be punished, but that the sheep ought to be preserved not
having sinned at all, and he implored God that he would
send his wrath upon him and upon all his family, but spare

the people.

§ 4. And God heard his supplication and caused the
pestilence to cease, and sent the prophet Gad to him, and
commanded him to go up immediately to the threshing-

floor of Araunah the Jebusite, and build there an altar to

God, and offer sacrifices. When David heard that, he did
not disobey, but hastened at once to the place appointed
him. Now Araunah was threshing wheat, and when he
saw the king and all his servants coming to him, he ran up
to him, and prostrated himself before him : he was by
race a Jebusite, but a particxilar friend of David, who
for that reason did him no harm when he overthrew the
city, as I pointed out a little back. And when Araunah
inquired, "Wherefore is my lord come to his servant?"
David answered that he came to buy of him his threshing-

floor, that he might build thereon an altar to God, and
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offer a sacrifice. Araunah replied, that he freely gave him
both the threshing-floor and ploughs and oxen for a burnt-

offering, and he prayed that Grod would graciously accept his

sacrifice. But the king made answer, that he took his

generosity and magnanimity kindly, and accepted his good-

will, but he desired him to take the price of them all, for

it was not right to offer a sacrifice that cost nothing. And
when Araunah said he might do as he pleased, he bought
the threshing-floor of him for fifty shekels. And when the

king had built an altar, he performed divine service, and
offered a burnt-offering and peace-offerings also. With
these God was pacified, and became gracious again. Now
it happened that Abraham came to offer up his son Isaac

for a burnt-offering at this very place,' and when the youth
was about to have his throat cut, a ram appeared on a sud-

den standing by the altar, which Abraham sacrificed in the

stead of his son, as I have before related. Now when king

David saw that G-od had heard his prayer, and had gra-

ciously accepted of his sacrifice, he resolved to call that en-

tire place the altar of all the people, and to build a temple

to G-od there. This word he uttered very appositely to

what was to be done afterwards, for God sent the prophet

to him, and told him, that the son who was to succeed

him in the kingdom should there build him a temple.

^ What Josepfaus adds here is very remarkable, that this mount
Moriah was not only the very place where Abraham offered up Isaac

long ago, but that God had foretold to David by a prophet, that here

his son should build him a temple ; which is not directly in any of our

copies, though very agreeable to what is in them, particularly to

1 Chron. xxi. 26-28, and xxii. 1, to which places I refer the reader.—W.
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CHAP. XIV.

Sow David made great Preparations for the House of God,

and how upon Adonijah's Attempt to gain the Kingdom,
he appointed Solomon to reign.

§1-

AFTER the delivery of this prophecy, the king com-
manded the strangers to be numbered, and they were

found to be one hundred and eighty thousand. He ap-

pointed fourscore thousand of these to be hewers of stone,

and the rest of the multitude to carry the stones, and of

them he set three thousand five hundred over the workmen.
He also prepared a great quantity of iron and brass for the

works, and many exceeding large cedar trees, the Tyrians

and Sidonians sending them to him, for he had asked them
for a supply of those trees. And he told his friends that

these things were now prepared, that he might leave mate-
rials ready for the building of the temple to his son who
was to reign after him, and that he might not have to pro-

vide them then, as he was very young, and unskilful in

such matters because of his youth, but might have them
lying by him to complete the work.

§ 2. Then David called his son Solomon, and charged
him, when he received the kingdom, to build a temple to

God, and said, " I intended to build to G-od a temple my-
self, but he prohibited me, because I was polluted with
blood and wars, but he foretold that Solomon, my youngest
son, who should be called by that name, over whom he has
promised to take the care that a father takes over his son,

should build him a temple; and that he would make
the country of the Hebrews happy in his days, not only in

other respects, but by giving it peace and freedom from
wars and from internal dissensions, which is the greatest

of all blessings. Since, therefore, you were designed king
by God himself before you were born, endeavour to make
yourself worthy of his providence, as in other respects, so

particularly in being religious and righteous and coura-

geous. Keep also his commandments and laws, which he
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has given us bj Moses, and do not permit others to break
them. Be zealous also to dedicate to G-od the temple which
he hath chosen to be built in your reign, and be not dis-

mayed at the vastness of the work, nor set about it timo-
rously, for I will make all things ready for you before I
die : and take notice, that there are already ten thousand
talents of gold, and a hundred thousand talents of silver,

collected together. I have also stored up brass and iron

without number, and an immense quantity of timber and
stones. Moreover, you have many myriads of stone-cutters

and carpenters ; and if you want anything more, you your-

self will add it. And if you carry through this work, you
win be acceptable to God, and have him for your patron."

David also further exhorted the rulers of the people to as-

sist his son in the building, and to attend to the diviue

service, when they should be free from all evils, for so they

would enjoy instead of them peace and order, blessings

with which G-od rewards such as are rehgious and righ-

teous. He also gave orders, that when the temple should

be built, they should put the ark in it, and the holy vessels

;

and he told them, that they would have had a temple

long ago, if their fathers had not been negligent of God's

commands, who had given it in charge, that when they

had got the possession of this land, they should build him
a temple. Thus did David discourse to the chiefs of the

people and to his, son.

§ 3. David was now in years, and his body was become
by time cold and numb, insomuch that he could get

no heat by covering himself with many clothes ; and when
the physicians consulted together, they recommended that

a beautiful virgin, chosen out of the whole country, should

sleep by the king's side, and communicate heat to him,

and remedy his numbness. Now a woman of superior

beauty to all other women was found in the city (her

name was Abishag), who, sleeping with the king, only com-

municated warmth to him, for he was so old that he could

not have sexual intercourse with her. But of this virgin I

shall speak more presently.

§ 4. Now the fourth son of David was a beautiful

and tall young man, bom to him by his wife Haggith.

He was called Adonijah, and in disposition resembled
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Absalom, and exalted himself hoping to be king, and told

his friends that he ought to succeed David. He also pre-

pared many chariots and horses, and had fifty men as out-

riders. When his father saw this, he did not reprove him,

nor restrain him from his purpose, nor did he go even so

far as to ask why he did so. Now Adonijah's partisans

were Joab the captain of the army, and Abiathar the

high priest ; and the only persons that opposed him were

Zadok the high priest, and the prophet Nathan, and
Benaiah who was captain of the body-guards, and Shimei

David's friend, and all the most mighty men. Now
Adonijah had prepared a feast outside the city, near the

fountain that was in the king's park,^ and had invited all

his brothers except Solomon, and had taken with him
Joab the captain of the army, and Abiathar, and the chiefs

of the tribe of Judah ; but had not invited to this feast

either Zadok the high priest, or Nathan the prophet, or

Benaiah the captain of the body-guards, or any of the

opposite party. The matter was told to Bathsheba, Solo-

mon's mother, by Nathan the prophet, how Adonijah was
king and David knew nothing of it ; and he advised her to

save herself and her son Solomon, and to go alone to

David and remind him that he had sworn that Solomon
should reign after him, but meantime Adonijah had
already usurped the kingdom. He added that he would
himself come after her, and when she had told the matter

to the king, would confirm what she said. And Bath-
sheba hearkened to Nathan, and went in to the king, and
prostrated herself before him, and when she had desired

leave to speak with him, she told him all things as Nathan
had suggested to her ; and related the feast Adonijah had
made, and who were invited by him, as Abiathar the high
priest, and Joab the general, and all David's sons, except

Solomon and his intimate friends. She also said, that all

the people had their eyes upon him, to know whom he
would choose for their king. She begged him also to

consider how, after his death, Adonijah, if he were king,

would slay her, and her son Solomon.

§ 5. Now, as Bathsheba was still speaking, the keepers

^ In 1 Kings i. 9, the spring is called En-rogel ; it is now known as

the Virgin's Fountain, in the Kedron Yalley.
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of the king's chambers told him that Nathan desired to
see him. And when the kiag commanded that he should
be admitted, he came in, and asked him, whether he had
that day made Adonijah king, and delivered the kingdom
to him, for he had made a splendid feast, and invited all

the long's sons except Solomon, as also joab the captain
of the host [and Abiathar the high priest], " who are feast-
ing with shouting and merriment, and praying that his
kingdom may last for ever ; but he has not invited me,
nor Zadok the high priest, nor Benaiah the captain of the
body-guards; and it is but right that aU should know
whether this be done with your approbation." When
Nathan had said this, the king commanded that they
should caU Bathsheba to him, for she had gone out of the
room when the prophet went in. And when Bathsheba
returned, David said, " I swear by Almighty Grod, that thy
son Solomon shall certainly be king, as I formerly swore,
and that he shall sit upon my throne, and that this very
day." Then Bathsheba prostrated herself before him, and
wished him a long life, and the king sent for Zadok the high
priest, and for Benaiah the captain of the body-guards

;

and when they were come, he ordered them to take with
them Nathan the prophet, and all the armed men about
the palace, and to set his son Solomon upon the king's

mule, and to carry him out of the city to the foimtaia
[called G-ihon,'] and to anoiat him there with the holy oil,

and to declare him king. This he charged Zadok the high
priest and Nathan the prophet to do, and commanded
them to follow Solomon through the midst of the city, and
to sound the trumpets, and to cry aloud, " May Solomon the
king sit upon the royal throne for ever," that so all the

people might know that he was declared king by his

father. He also gave Solomon a charge concerning the
kingdom, to rule the whole nation of the Hebrews and
the tribe of Judah religiously and righteously. And
when Benaiah had prayed that Grod would be favourable

to Solomon, they set Solomon without delay upon the royal

mule, and escorted him out of the city to the fountain, and
anointed him with oil, and brought him back to the city

^ Gihon is probably to be identifiod with Siloam.

II. p
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again with acclamations and pravers that his kingdom
might continue a long time- ; and when they had brought

him into the king's house, they set him upon the throne.

Thereupon aU the people betook themselves to merriment
and feasting, dancing and delighting themselves with

musical pipes, till both the earth and air echoed with

the numerous instruments of music.

§ 6. Now when Adonijah and his guests heard this noise,

they were greatly alarmed, and Joab, the captain of the

host, said he was not pleased with that music nor the sound

of the trumpets. And when the feast was set before them,

nobody tasted of it, but they were all very thoughtful and
grave. And Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the high priest,

came running to them ; and when Adonijah saw the young
man gladly, and hailed him as a good messenger, he de-

clared to them the whole matter about Solomon, and the

determination of King David ; and both Adonijah and all

his guests rose hastily from the banquet, and fled everyone

to their own homes. Adonijah also, being afraid of the king

for what he had done, became a suppliant to God, and
took hold of the horns of the altar, which were prominent.

It was told Solomon that he had so done, and that he de-

sired to receive assurances from him, that he would not

bear malice against him for what he had done, nor inflict a

severe punishment. Solomon answered very mildly and
prudently, that he forgave him this ofEence, but said that

if he were detected again in any attempt at revolution, he
would be the author of his own punishment. So he sent

and raised him up from his place of suppUcation. And
when he went to the king, and prostrated himself before

him, the king bade him go away to his own house, and have
no suspicion of any harm, and desired him to show him-
self henceforward a good man, as it would be for his

advantage.

§ 7. And David, wishing to declare his son king over all

the people, called together to Jerusalem their rulers, and
the priests and Levites ; and having first numbered the
Levites, he found them to be thirty-eight thousand from
thirty years old to fifty, of whom he appointed twenty-
three thousand to take care of the building of the temple,

and six thousand to be judges of the people and their
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scribes, and four thousand as porters of the house of G-od,

and as many as singers, to sing to the instruments which
David had provided, as I said before. He divided them also

into families, and when he had separated the priests from
the tribe, he found of those priests twenty-four families,

sixteen of the house of Eleazar, and eight of that of

Ithamar ; and he ordained that one family should minister
to G-od eight days, from Sabbath to Sabbath. And thus
were the families distributed by lot, in the presence of
David, and Zadok and Abiathar the high priests, and all

the rulers ; and the family which came up first was writ-

ten down first, and that which came up second as second,

and so on to the twenty-fourth : and that settlement has
remained to this day. He also made twenty-four divisions

of the tribe of Levi, and when they cast lots, they came up
in the same manner for their courses of eight days. He
also honoured the posterity of Moses, and made them the

keepers of the treasures of G-od, and of the offerings of

the kings. He also ordained that all the tribe of Levi,

as well as the priests, should serve God night and day, as

Moses had enjoined them.

§ 8. After this he divided the entire army into twelve

parts, each with its leaders and captains of hundreds and
commanders. Now every part had twenty-four thousand,

who were ordered to wait on Solomon thirty days at a

time, from the first day till the last, -with the captains of

thousands and captains of hundreds. He also set over every

part as rulers such as he knew to be good and righteous

men. He also set others to take charge of the treasures,

and of the villages, and of the fields, and of the cattle,

whose names I do not think it necessary to mention.

§ 9. When David had ordered all these offices in the

manner just mentioned, he convoked the rulers of the

Hebrews, and their heads of tribes, and the officers over the

several divisions, and those that were set over every work
or property, and standing upon a very high platform, spoke

to the multitude as follows. " My brothers and fellow-

countrymen, I would have you know that I intended to build

a house for God, and got together a large quantity of gold,

and a hundred thousand talents of silver, but God forbade

me by the prophet Nathan, because of the wars I had had
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on your account, and because my right hand was polluted

with the slaughter of our enemies ; but he commanded my
son, who was to succeed me in the kingdom, to buUd him a
temple. Now, therefore, since you know that of the twelve

sons whom Jacob our forefather had, Judah was appointed

to be king, and that I was preferred before my six brothers,

and received the kingdom from God, and that none of

them were uneasy at it, so do I also desire that my sons be
not factious, now Solomon has received the kingdom, but
accept him cheerfully for their lord, knowing that G-od

has chosen him. For it is not a grievous thing to obey
even a foreigner as a ruler, if it be God's will, but it is

matter for rejoicing when a brother has obtained that

dignity, since the other brothers partake of it with him.
And I pray that the promises of God may be fulfilled, and
that this happiness which he has promised to bestow
upon king Solomon may spread over all the country, and
continue therein for all time to come. And these promises
will be sure, my son, and come to a happy end, if you show
yourself to be a religious and righteous man, and an
observer of the laws of your country ; but if not, expect
adversity upon disobedience to them."

§ 10. Now when the king had said this he left off, but
gave to Solomon in the sight of them all the description

and pattern of the building of the temple, of the founda-
tions and of the lower and upper chambers, how many
they were to be, and how large in height and in breadth

;

he also determined the weight of the golden and silver

vessels. Moreover, he earnestly urged them with his

words to show the utmost zeal in the work ; he exhorted
the rulers also, and particularly the tribe of Levi, to assist

Solomon, both because of his youth, and because God had
chosen him to superintend the building of the temple
and the government of the kingdom. He also showed
that the work would be easy and not very laborious to
them, because he had already prepared for it many talents

of gold and more of silver, and timber, and a great many
carpenters and stone-cutters, and a large quantity of

emeralds and all sorts of precious stones ; and he said,

that he would now give out of his own private income
two hundred talents, and three hundred talents besides
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of pure gold, for the most holy place, and cherubims for

the chariot of God, to stand over and cover the ark. And
when David had done speaking, there appeared great zeal

among the rulers and priests and the tribe of Levi, who
now contributed, and made great and splendid promises
for a future contribution ; for they undertook to bring of

gold five thousand talents and ten thousand staters, and
of silver ten thousand talents, and many myriad talents

of iron. And if any one had a precious stone he brought
it, and had it put among the treasures ; of which lalus,

one of the posterity of Moses, had the care.

§ 11. Upon this occasion all the people rejoiced, as well

as David, who, when he saw the zeal and emulation of the

rulers and priests and all the rest, began to bless G-od with
a loud voice, caUing him the Father and Parent of the

universe, and the Author of human and divine things,

with which he had adorned him as the ruler and guardian
of the Hebrew nation, and of its happiness, and of the

kingdom which he had given him. Besides this, he prayed
for happiness for aU the people, and for Solomon his son a
sound and just mind, strengthened by all sorts of virtue,

and then he commanded the people to bless God. Upon
which they aU fell down upon the ground, and worshipped
God, and also gave thanks to David, on account of all the

blessings which they had received ever since he had had
the kingdom. On the next day he presented as sacrifices

to God a thousand calves, and as many rams and lambs,

which they offered for burnt offerings. They also offered

peace-offerings, slaying many myriad victims. And the

king feasted all day with all the people, and they

anointed Solomon the second time with the holy oil, and
declared him king, and Zadok high priest of the whole
people. And when they had brought Solomon to the

royal palace, and had set him upon his father's throne, they
were obedient to him from that day.
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CHAP. XV.

The Charge David gave his Son Solomon on the Approach of
his Death ; also David's Death and Character.

§1-

A LITTLE time afterwards David fell ill by reason of

old age, and perceiving that he was going to die, he
called his son Solomon, and addressed him as follows

:

" I am now, my son, going to my grave, and to my fathers,

by the common way which all men that now are, or shall

be hereafter, must go, from which it is impossible to

return, or to know anything that is going on in this

world. On which account I exhort, you, as I am still alive,

though very near to death, in the same manner as I
formerly advised you, to be just to your subjects, and
religious towards G-od, who has given you the king-

dom, and to observe his commandments and laws, which
he sent to us by Moses, and disregard them neither from
favour nor flattery nor lust nor any other passion. For
if you transgress the laws, you will lose the favour of

God, and turn away his good providence from you in all

things ; but if you behave as you ought, and as I exhort

you, you will preserve the kingdom to our family, and no
other house will bear rule over the Hebrews, but we our-

selves shall for all ages. But remember the iniquity of Joab,
the captain of the host, who slew two generals out of envy,

and those righteous and good men, Abner the son of Ner
and Amasa the son of Jether, whose death avenge as shall

seem good to you, for Joab has been too much for me, and
more powerful than myself, and so has escaped punish-
ment hitherto. I commend also to you the sons of Barzillai

the Gileadite, whom to gratify me you shall hold in great
honour, and take great care of ; for we do not begin the
kindness, but only repay the debt which we owe their

father, for what he did to me in my flight. As to Shimei
the son of Gera, of the tribe of Benjamin, who, after

having cast many reproaches upon me in my flight, when I
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was going to Mahanaim, met me at the Jordan, and received
assurances that he should then suffer nothing, seek now
for some just occasion to punish him."

§ 2. When David had given these instructions to his
son about pubUc affairs, and about his friends, and about
those whom he knew to deserve punishment, he died,

having lived seventy years, and reigned seven years and
six months in Hebron over the tribe of Judah, and thirty-

three years in Jerusalem over all the country. He was an
excellent man, and endowed with all virtue necessary for

a king, who had the safety of so many tribes committed
to him. And he was a man of valour in a very extraordi-

nary degree, and rushed foremost of all into dangers on
behalf of his subjects, animating his soldiers to action by
his own energy in fighting, and not by commanding them
in a despotic way. He had also very great ability in un-
derstanding and comprehending the present and future.

He was prudent and moderate, and kind to such as were
in calamities, he was just and humane, which are good
qualities peculiarly fit for kings, nor was he guilty of any
crime in the exercise of such great authority except in

the affair of the wife of Uriah. He also left behind him
greater wealth than any other king, either of the Hebrews
or of other nations, ever did.

§ 3. He was buried by his son Solomon, in Jerusalem,

with great magnificence, andwith all the funeral pomp which
kings are wont to be buriedwith: moreover, he had great and
immense wealth buried with him ; the quantity of which
may be easily conjectured by what I shall now record.

One thousand three hundred years afterwards Hyrcanus
the high priest, when he was besieged by Antiochus, sur-

named the Pious, the son of Demetrius, and wished to

give him money to get him to raise the siege and draw off

his army, having no other means of getting the money,
opened a chamber in David's tomb, and took out three

thousand talents, and gave part of that sum to Antiochus,

and so caused the siege to be raised, as I have stated else-

where. And many years after him Herod the king opened
another chamber, and took away a great deal of money,
and yet neither of them came at the coffins of the kings

themselves, for their bodies were buried under the earth
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SO artfully, that they did not appear even to those that

entered their tomb. But so much shall sufB.ce us to have
said concerning these matters.

BOOK VIII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AJfD SIXTY-

THREE TEARS. PROM THE DEATH OF DAVID, TO THE
DEATH OF AHAB.

CHAP. I.

How Solomon, when he had received the Kingdom, took off

his Enemies.

§1-

I
HAVE already treated in the preceding book of David
and his virtue, and of the benefits he conferred upon

his countrymen, of his wars also and battles which he
managed with success, and then died an old man. And
when Solomon his son, who was but a youth in age (whom
David had declared while he was alive lord of the people
according to God's will), had taken over the kingdom
and sat upon the throne, the whole body of the people
made joyful acclamations, as is usual at the beginning of

a reign ; and wished that all his afEairs might come to a
happy conclusion, and that he might arrive at a great
age, with his kingdom in the most prosperous condition
possible.

§ 2. Now Adonijah, who had, even while his father was
Uviag, attempted to gain possession of the kingdom, went
to the king's mother Bathsheba, and saluted her with great
civility ; and when she asked him, whether he came to her
because he desired her assistance in anything, and bade
him tell her if that were the case, for she would cheerfullv
afford it him, he began to say, that she herself knew that
the kingdom was rightfully his, both on account of his
priority of age and the wish of the multitude, though i
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had been transferred to Solomon her son according to the
will of God. He also said that he was contented to be a
servant under him, and acquiesced in the present state of

affairs, but he desired her tobe a means of obtaining a favour
from his brother for him, by persuading him to bestow on
him in marriage Abishag, who had indeed slept by his

father, but because his father was too old, he had not lain

with her, and she was still a virgin. And Bathsheba very
readily promised to afford him her assistance to bring this

marriage about, both because the king would be willing to

gratify him, and because she would press it upon him very
earnestly. Accordingly, he went away hopeful of com-
passing this match, and Solomon's mother went at once to

her son, to speak to him about what she had promised
Adonijah upon his request to her. And when her son

came forward to meet her and embraced her, and led her
into the chamber wherethe royal throne was set, he sat down
thereon, and bade them set another throne on the right

hand for his mother. And when Bathsheba was sat down,
she said, " O my son, grant me one request that I ask of

thee, and do not treat me disagreeably or peevishly by a

refusal." And when Solomon bade her lay her commands
upon him, because it was his duty to grant her everything

she should ask, and first complained somewhat that she did

not speak with a firm expectation of obtaining what she

asked, but seemed to have some fear of a denial, she en-

treated him to grant that his brother Adonijah might marry
Abishag.

§ 3, But the long was greatly offended at this request,

and sent away his mother, saying that Adonijah aimed at

great things, and that he wondered that she did not ask

him to yield up the kingdom to him as his elder brother,

since she asked that he might marry Abishag, for he

had potent friends in Joab the captain of the host and in

Abiathar the priest. So he sent for Benaiah, the captain

of the body-guards, and ordered him to slay his brother

Adonijah. He also called for Abiathar the priest, and
said to him, " I will not put you to death, because of the

various hardships you endured with my father, and be-

cause of the ark which you removed with him, but I inflict

he following punishment upon you, because you were one
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of Adonijali's followers, and one of his party. Do not
continue here, nor come any more into my sight, but go to
your own town, and live in your own fields all your life,

for you have offended so greatly, that it is not just that
you should retain your of&ce any longer." For the fore-

mentioned cause therefore the house of Ithamar was de-

prived of the high priesthood, as God had foretold to Eli
the grandfather of Abiathar, and it was transferred to

the family of Phinehas, to Zadok. Now those that were
of the family of Phinehas, who lived privately during
the time that the high priesthood was transfeiTed to the
house of Ithamar (of which family Eli was the first that

received it), were as follows : Boccias, the son of Joseph
the high priest, his son was Joatham, Joatham's son was
Meraioth, Meraioth's son was Arophseus, Arophseus' son
was Ahitub, and Ahitub's son was Zadok, who was first

made high priest in the reign of David.

§ 4. Now when Joab the captain of the host heard of
the death of Adonijah, he was greatly afraid, for he was a
greater friend to him than to king Solomon ; and sus-

pecting, not without reason, that he was in danger on
account of his good will to Adonijah, he fled to the altar,

supposing that he might so get safety to himself because
of the king's piety towards God. But when some told the
king what Joab's idea was, he sent Benaiah, and com-
manded him to remove Joab from the altar, and bring
him to the judgment-seat to make his defence. However,
Joab said he would not leave the altar, but would die
there rather than in another place. And when Benaiah
reported his answer to the king, Solomon commanded him
to cut off his head there, as he wished, and to inflict

that punishment for those two captains of the host whom
he had wickedly murdered, and to bury his body, that
his sins might never leave his family, but that he himself
and his father might be guiltless by Joab's death. And
when Benaiah had done what he was commanded to do,
he was himself appointed to be captain of the whole army.
The king also made Zadok high priest alone in the room of
Abiathar, whom he had removed.

§ 5. As to Shimei, Solomon commanded that he should
build a house and dwell at Jerusalem, and live near
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bim, and should not have authority to go over the
brook Cedron, and if be disobeyed that command, death
should be his punishment. And, not content with this

threat, he compelled bim to take an oath that he would
obey. And Shimei said that he had reason to thank
Solomon for giving him such an order, and swore that he
would do as he bade him, and he left his own city and
made his abode in Jerusalem. But three years after-

wards, when he heard that two of his servants had run
away from him, and were in Gath, he set out to bring
them back. And when he returned back with them, the
king heard of it, and was much displeased that he bad
neglected his commands, and what was more, bad bad no
regard to the oaths he had sworn to God; so he called

him, and said to him, " Didst thou not swear never to

leave me, nor to go out of this city to another ? thou shalt

not therefore escape punishment for thy perjury ; but I
will punish thee, thou wicked wretch, both for this crime,

and for thy abuse of my father when he was in bis flight,

that thou mayest know that wicked men gain nothing at

last, although they be not punished immediately for their

crimes, but that during all the time wherein they think
themselves secure, because they have yet suffered nothing,

their punishment increases, and is heavier upon them than
if they had been punished immediately upon the com-
mission of their crimes." Then Benaiah at the king's

command slew Shimei.

CHAP. n.

Concerning the Wife of Solomon, and his Wisdom and
Riches, and what he obtained of Hiram for the building

of the Temple.

§1-
SOLOMON, having already settled himseK firmly in bis

kingdom, and having brought bis enemies to punish-

ment, married the daughter of Pharaoh king of Egypt,

and made the walls of Jerusalem much larger and stronger

than they had been before, and thenceforward managed
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public affairs very peaceably ; nor was his youth any
hindrance to justice or the observation of the laws, or

the remembrance of the charges his father had given him
at his death, but he discharged every duty with great

exactness, such as might have been expected from aged

men of the greatest prudence. He now resolved to go to

Hebron, and sacrifice to G-od upon the brazen altar that

was built by Moses, and he offered there a thousand
burnt-offerings, and when he had done this, it seemed
he had paid great honour to God, for that very night as

he was asleep God appeared to him, and commanded
him to ast what gifts he should give him as a reward for

his piety. And Solomon asked of God what was most
excellent, and of the greatest worth in itself, and what
God would bestow with the greatest joy, and what it was
most profitable for man to receive ; for he did not ask to

have bestowed upon him either gold or silver or any other

riches, as a man and a youth might naturally have done,

for these are the things generally esteemed by most men,
as alone of the greatest worth, and as the best gifts of God

;

but, he said, " Give me, Lord, a sound mind and good
understanding, whereby I may judge the people according

to truth and righteousness." With this prayer God was
well pleased, and promised to give him all those things

besides that he had not mentioned in his choice, riches,

glory, and above all victory over his enemies, and under-

standing and wisdom, such as no other, either king or

ordinary person, ever had. He also promised to preserve

the kingdom to his posterity for a very long time, if he
continued righteous and obedient to him, and imitated his

father in those things wherein he was excellent. When
Solomon heard this from God, he at once leaped out of his

bed, and when he had worshipped him he returned to

Jerusalem, and after he had offered great sacrifices before

the tabernacle, he feasted all his household.

§ 2. In these days a difficult case came before him,
which it was very hard to determine. I think it neces-

sary to state the matter about which the judgment was,

that such as light upon my writings may know what a

difficult case Solomon had to determine, and those that

are concerned in such matters may take this sagacity of the
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king's for a pattern, that tliey may the more easily give
sentence on such questions. Two women who were profes-
sional harlots came to him, of whom she that seemed to
have been wronged began to speak first, and said, "O king,

I and this other woman dwell together in one room : now
it came to pass that we both bore a son at the same hour
on the same day, and on the third day this woman overlaid
her son and killed it, and then took my son out of my
bosom, and removed him to herself, and as I was asleep
laid her dead son in my arms. Now when in the morn-
ing I was desirous to give the breast to the child, I did
not find my own, but saw the woman's dead child lying by
me, for I carefully looked at it and found it was so.

Then I demanded my son, and as I could not obtain him,
I have had recourse, my lord, to your assistance ; for as we
were alone, and there was nobody there that could convict

her, she impudently perseveres in the stout denial of the
fact." When she had told her story, the king asked
the other woman what she had to say in contradiction to

what had been stated. And when she denied that she
had done what she was charged with, and said that it was
her child that was living, and her antagonist's child that

was dead, and when no one could devise what judgment
should be given, and the whole court were blind in their

understanding, and could not tell how to find out this

riddle, the king alone contrived the following way to dis-

cover it. He bade them bring in both the dead child

and the living child, and sent for one of his body-
guards, and commanded him to draw his sword, and to

cut both the children into halves, that each of the

women might have half the living and half the dead child.

Hereupon all the people privately laughed at the king, as

no more than a youth. But mean time she that was the

real mother of the living child cried out, and begged that

he would not do so, but deHver the living chUd to the other

woman as her own, for she would be satisfied with the life

and sight of it, although it should be esteemed the other's

child : but the other woman was ready to see the child

divided, and was desirous moreover that the first woman
should be tormented. When the king understood that

both their words proceeded from truth, he adjudged the
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child to Iter that cried out to save it, for she was the real

mother of it, and he condemned the other as a wicked

woman, who had not only Idlled her own child, but was
anxious to see her friend's child destroyed also. Now
the multitude looked on this decision as a great sign and

proof of the king's sagacity and wisdom, and, after that day,

attended to him as to one that had a divine mind.

§ 3. Now the captains of his armies, and officers ap-

pointed over the whole country, were as follows. Over the

lot of Ephraim ^ was TJres ; over the region of Bethlehem was

Dioclerus : and Abinadad, who married Solomon's daughter,

had the region of Dora ^ and the sea coast under him. The
great plain ' was under Benaiah, the son of Achilus, who also

governed all the country as far as the Jordan. Gabares ruled

over G-ilead * and G-aulanitis,' as far as Mount Lebanon, and
had under him sixty great and fenced cities. Achinadab
managed the affairs of all Galilee as far as Sidon, and he

also had married a daughter of Solomon, whose name was
Basima. Banacates had' the sea coast about Arce," and
Shaphat had mount Tabor, and Carmel, and Lower Galilee

[as far as the river Jordan.] And one man was appointed

over them throughout all this country. And Shimei was
intrusted with the lot of Benjamin, and Gabares had the

country beyond the Jordan. And over these again there

was one governor appointed. Now the people of the Hebrews
and the tribe of Judah wonderfully increased when they

betook themselves to husbandry and the cultivation of the

land; for as they enjoyed peace, and were not distracted

with wars and troubles, and also enjoyed abundantly the

most desirable liberty, they were all busy in augmenting
the product of their own lands, and making them worth
more than they had formerly been.

§ 4. The king appointed also other rulers, who were over

the land of Syria and of the strange nations, which reached

from the river Euphrates to Egypt, and they collected his

^ The hill country south of Ndblus, Sheohem. Compare the list of

Solomon's officers in 1 Kings iv. 8-19, where some of the names are

given in a different form. ^ ' Now Tanturah.
' The plain of Esdroelon, now Merj ibn 'Amir.
* Mount Gilead, east of the Jordan, see note, vol. i. p. 121.

' Now Jauldn. " Now Tell 'Arka, not far from Tripoli.
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tribute from the nations. Now they contributed to the
king's table for his dinner every day thirty cors of fine

flour, and sixty of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out
of the pastures, and an hundred fat lambs ; besides what
was taken by hunting, as harts and buffaloes, birds and
fishes, which were brought to the king by the foreigners

every day. Solomon had also so great a number of

chariots, that the stalls of his horses for those chariots

were forty thousand. And besides these he had twelve
thousand horsemen, half of whom waited upon the king in

Jerusalem, and the rest were dispersed about and dwelt in

the royal villages : and the same officer who provided for

the king's expenses, supplied also the fodder for the horses,

and earned it to the place where the king abode.

§ 5. Now the sagacity and wisdom which G-od had be-

stowed on Solomonwas so great,thathe exceeded the ancients
and was no way inferior to the Egyptians, who are said

to be beyond all men in understanding ; nay, indeed, it

is evident that their sagacity was very much inferior to

that of the king's. He also excelled and distinguished

himself in wisdom above those who were most eminent
among the Hebrews at that time for ability, whose names
I will not omit, as Ethan and .^man and Chalceus and
Dardanus, the sons of Emaon. He also composed books

of odes and songs, a thousand and five ; of parables and
similitudes, three thousand ; for he spoke a parable upon
every sort of tree, from the hyssop to the cedar ; and in

like manner also about beasts, and aU sorts of living crea-

tures, whether upon the earth, or in the seas, or in the air

;

for he was not imacquainted with any of their natures, nor

did he omit inquiries about them, but described them all like

a philosopher, and showed his exquisite knowledge of their

several properties. G-od also enabled him to learn the art

which expels demons, which is useful and works cures for

men. He composed charms also by which diseases are

alleviated. And he left behind him forms of exorcisms,

by which people drive away demons so that they never re-

turn : and this method of cure is of very great value unto

this day ; for I have seen a certain man of my own country,

whose name was Eleazar, curing people possessed by
demons in the presence of Vespasian and his sons and
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captains and the whole of his soldiers. The manner of the

cure was as follows : he put a ring that had under its seal

one of those sorts of roots mentioned by Solomon to the

nostrils of the demoniac, and then drew the demon out

through his nostrils as he sm.elt it : and when the man fell

down immediately, he adjured the demon to return into

him no more, stUl making mention of Solomon, and reciting

the incantations which he had composed. And Bleazar,

wishing to persuade and show to the spectators that he had
such a power, used to set a little way off a cup or basin

full of water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of

the man, to overturn it, and so to let the spectators know
that he had left the man. And when this was done, the

skiU and wisdom of Solomon was showed very manifestly

;

and that all men may know the vastness of Solomon's

abilities, and how he was beloved of G-od, and that the

extraordinary virtues of every kind with which this king

was endowed may not be unknown to any people under

the sun, I have been induced to speak about these

matters.

§ 6. Now when Hiram king of Tyre had heard that

Solomon had succeeded to his father's kingdom, he was
very glad at it, for he was a friend of David. So he sent

ambassadors to him, and saluted him, and congratulated

him on the present happy state of his affairs. Upon which
Solomon sent him a letter, the contents of which are as

follows.

Solomon to King Hieam.

" Know that my father would have built a temple to

G-od, but was hindered by wars and continual expeditions

;

for he did not leave off overthrowing his enemies till he
made them all subject to tribute. But I give thanks to

God for the peace I at present enjoy, and on that account

I am at leisure, and design to build a house to God, for

God foretold to my father that such a house should be
built by me. Wherefore I desire you to send some of your
subjects with mine to mount Lebanon to cut down timber,

for the Sidonians are more skilful than our people in

cutting wood. As for wages to the woodmen, I will pay
whatever price you shall fix."
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§ 7. Wlien Hiram had read this letter he was pleased
with it : and wrote back the following answer to Solomon.

King Hibam to King Solomon.

" It is right to bless God, that he has committed your
father's government to you, who are a wise man, and en-

dowed with aU virtues. As for myself, I rejoice at the
condition you are in, and will supply you with all things

you write to me about ; for when I have had cut down by
my subjects many and large cedar and cypress trees, I will

send them to the sea, and will order my subjects to make
rafts, and to sail with them to whatever place in your
country you shall desire, and leave them there, and then
your subjects can carry them to Jerusalem. But take care

in return for this timber to supply us with com, which we
stand in need of, because we inhabit an island."

§ 8. The copies of these letters are extant at this day,

and are preserved not only in our books, but also among
the Tyrians, insomuch that if anyone would know the

certainty about them, he may ask the keepers of the public

records of Tyre to show him them, and he will find what
is there set down to agree with what I have narrated. I

have said so much from a desire that my readers may
know that I speak nothing but the truth, and do not
compose a history out of plausible materials to deceive

and please men at the same time ; nor do I attempt to

avoid examination, or desire men to believe me imme-
diately ; nor am I at liberty to depart from speaking truth

(which is the proper commendation of an historian), and
yet be blameless : but I insist upon no admission of what
I say, unless I am able to manifest its truth by demonstra-

tion and cogent testimony.

§ 9. Now as soon as this letter was brought him from
the king of Tyre, king Solomon commended the readiness

and good-wiU. he declared therein, and bartered with him
as he asked, and sent him yearly twenty thousand cors

of wheat, and as many baths of oil. The bath contains

seventy-two sextarii. He also sent him the same measure

of wine. And the friendship between Hiram and Solomon
increased through this more and more ; and they swore

II. a
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to continue it for ever. And the king appointed a tribute

to be laid on all the people of thirty thousand labourers
;

whose work he rendered easy to them by skilfully

dividing it among them; for he made ten thousand cut

timber in mount Lebanon for a month, and then return

home and rest for two months, until the time when the

remaining twenty thousand had finished their month each

;

and so it came to pass that each ten thousand returned to

their work every fourth month. And Adoram was over

this tribute. There were also of the strangers who were

left by David, who were to carry the stones and other

materials, seventy thousand ; and of those that cut the

stones, eighty thousand. Of these three thousand three

hundred were overseers over the rest. He also enjoined

them to hew large stones for the foundations of the

temple, and to shape and unite them together in the

quarry first, and then bring them to the city. This was
done not only by the workmen of our own country, but

bv the artificers whom Hiram sent also.

CHAP. III.

Of the Building of the Temple.

.§!•
SOLOMON began to build the temple in the fourth year

of his reign, in the second month, which the Macedo-
nians call Artemisius, and the Hebrews Jar, five hundred
and niuety-two years after the exodus of the Israelites out of

Egypt, and one thousand and twenty-two years after Abra-
ham's coming out of Mesopotamia into Canaan, and one
thousand four hundred and forty years after the deluge.

And from Adam, the first man created, until Solomon
built the temple, there had passed in all three thousand
one hundred and two years. And the year in which the

temple began to be built, was just the eleventh year of

the reign of king Hiram ; and from the building of Tyre
to the building of the temple, there had passed two hundred
and forty years.
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§ 2. Now king Solomon laid the foundations of the
temple very deep in the ground, and the materials were
strong stones, such as would resist the force of time,
which were to fit in with the earth, and become a basis and
sure foundation for the structure which was to be erected
upon it ; they were to be so strong in order to sustain with
ease that vast pile and precious ornaments, whose own
weight was to be not less than the weight of those other
high and heavy buildings which the king designed to be
very ornamental and magnificent. They erected it of white
stone quite up to the roof ; its height was sixty cubits, and
its length was the same, and its breadth twenty. There
was another building erected over it, equal to it in its pro-
portions, so that the entire height of the temple was a
hundred and twenty cubits. It faced east. As to the
porch, they built it in front of the temple ; its length was
twenty cubits to match the breadth of the house ; and it

was ten cubits in breadth, and its height was raised as
high as a hundred and twenty cubits. He also built round
about the temple thirty small rooms, which might include

the whole temple, by their closeness one to another, and
by their number and outward position round it. He also

made passages through them, that one might pass from
one into another. Every one of these rooms was five

cubits in breadth, and the same in length, but twenty in

height. Above these there were other rooms, and others

above them, equal both in their proportions and number

;

so that they reached a height equal to the lower part of

the house ; for the upper part had no buildings about it.

The roof that was over the house was of cedar ; and indeed
every one of these rooms had a roof of its own, not con-

nected with the other rooms ; but for the other parts there

was a covered roof common to them all, and built with
very long beams, that passed through the rest, and through
the whole building, so that the middle walls being

strengthened by the same beams of timber, might be
thereby made firmer ; and as for that part of the roof that

was under the beams, it was made of the same materials,

and was all made smooth, and had ornaments proper for

roofs, and plates of gold nailed upon them. Aid he en-

closed the walls with boards of cedar, and had them gilt
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over, so that the whole temple shone, and dazzled the eyes

of such as entered by the splendour of the gold that was
on every side of them. And the whole structure of the

temple was with great skill wrought of polished stones, laid

together so very harmoniously and smoothly, that to the

spectators there appeared no sign of any hammer or other

instrument of architecture, but it seemed as if, without

any use of them, the entire materials had naturally united

themselves together, that the fitting in of one part with

another seemed rather to have been natural than to have

arisen from the action of tools. The king also had a fine

contrivance for an ascent to the upper room over the temple

by a spiral staircase in the thickness of the wall ; for it

had no large door at the east end as the lower house had,

but the entrances were by the sides through very small

doors. He also overlaid the temple both within and with-

out with boards of cedar, that were fastened together by
thick iron clamps, so as to be of the nature of a support and
strength to the building.

§ 3. And when the king had divided the temple into two
parts, he made the inner house, which was twenty cubits

square, to be the most holy place, but he appointed that of

forty cubits to be the sanctuary ; and when he had cut a

door-place in the wall, he put therein doors of cedar, and
overlaid them with a great deal of gold that had various

carvings upon it. He also had veils of blue and purple and
scarlet, of the brightest and softest linen, with the most
curious flowers wrought upon them, to hang before those

doors. He also dedicated for the most holy place, whose
breadth was twenty cubits iind length the same, two cheru-

bims of solid gold ; the height of each of tliem was five

cubits : and they had each of them two wings stretched

out five cubits ; he so set them up not far from each other,

that with one wing they might touch the south wall of

the most holy place, and with another the north wall ; their

other wings, which joined each other, were a covering to the

ark, which was placed between them ; but nobody can tell,

or even conjecture, what was the shape of these cherubims.
He also laid the floor of the temple with plates of gold, and
he added doors to the gate of the temple in proportion to the

height of the wall, and in breadth twenty cubits, and to
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them he attached gold plates. And, to say all in one
word, he left no part of the temple, either internal or ex-

ternal, not overlaid -with gold. He had also curtains drawn
over these doors in like manner as they were drawn over

the inner doors of the most holy place. But the door of

the porch had nothing of the kind.

§ 4. And Solomon sent for an artificer from Tyre, whose
name was Hiram, who was of the tribe of Naphtali on the

mother's side (for she was of that tribe), but his father

was Uriah, of the stock of the Israelites. This man was
skilful in all sorts of work, but his chief skiU lay in work-
ing in gold and silver and brass, and he did all the curious

work about the temple as the king wished. This Hiram
also made two pillars of brass, and the thickness of the

brass was four fingers, and the height of the pillars was
eighteen cubits, and their circumference twelve cubits, and
there was cast with each of their chapiters lily work, that

stood upon the piUars, and was elevated five cubits, round
about which there was net-work, interwoven with small

palms made of brass, which covered the lily work. To this

also were hung two hundred pomegranates in two rows.

One of these pillars he set at the entrance of the porch on
the right, and called it Jachin, and the other he set at the

left, and called it Boaz.

§ 5. He also cast a brazen sea whose figure was that

of a hemisphere. This brazen vessel was called a sea

from its size, for the laver was ten feet in diameter, and
cast of the thickness of a palm : its middle part rested on

a short pillar, that had ten spirals round it, and the piUai

was one cubit in diameter. There stood round about it

twelve oxen facing the four winds of heaven, three towards

each wind, having their hinder parts so depressed that the

hemispherical vessel might rest upon them, which itselt

was also depressed round about inwardly. Now this sea

was capable of containing three thousand baths.

§ 6. He also made ten brazen quadrangular bases for as

many lavers : the length of every one of these bases was

five cubits, and the breadth four cubits, and the height six

cubits. The work was turned, and contrived as foUows : there

were four small quadrangular pillars that stood one at each

corner, that had the sides of the base fitted to them on each
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quarter : ttey were parted into three parts ; every interval

had. a border fitted to support [the laver] , upon which was
engraven, sometimes a lion, sometimes a bull or an eagle.

The small pillars had the same animals engraven that were
engraven on the sides. The whole work was elevated upon
four wheels, which were also cast, and had naves and
felloes, and were a foot and a half in diameter. Anyone
who saw the spokes of the wheels, how exactly they were
turned, and united to the sides of the bases, and with what
harmony they fitted to the felloes, would wonder at them.

Their construction was as follows : certain shoulders of

hands stretched out held the comers above, upon which
rested a short spiral pillar, that lay under the hollow part

of the laver, resting upon the fore part of the eagle and
the lion, which were so skilfully joined that those who
viewed them would think they were of one piece : between
these were engraved palm-trees. Such was the construc-

tion of the ten bases. He also made ten large round brass

lavers, each of which contained forty baths, and its height

was four cubits, and its edges were equi-distant from
each other. He also placed these lavers upon the ten

bases that were called Mechonoth ; and he set five of the

lavers on the left side of the temple, which was the side

towards the north, and as many on the right side towards
the south, but facing east : the same way he also set the

brazen sea, which he filled with water and assigned for

washing the hands and feet of the priests when they entered

into the temple, and were to ascend to the altar, and the

lavers were to cleanse the entrails and feet of the beasts

that were to be burnt-offerings.

§ 7. Hiram also made a brazen altar, whose length was
twenty cubits, and its breadth the same, and its height ten,

for the burnt-offerings. He also made all its vessels of

brass, the pots, and the shovels, and the basons, and be-

sides these, the snuffers and the tongs, and all its other
vessels, and of such brass as was in brightness and beauty
like gold. The king also dedicated a great number of

tables, and one that was large and made of gold, upon
which they set the loaves of God : and he made ten thou-

sand more that resembled them, but were made in another
manner, upon which lay the vials and the cups ; those of
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gold were twenty thousand, and those of silver were forty

thousand. He also made ten thousand candlesticks accord-

ing to the command of Moses, one of which he dedicated
for the temple, that it might bum in the day-time accord-

ing to the law ; and one table with loaves upon it on the
north side of the temple over against the candlestick ; for

this he set on the south side, but the golden altar stood
between them. All these vessels were contained in the

house which was forty cubits long, before the veil of the

most holy place wherein the ark was to be set.

§ 8. The king also had eighty thousand pouring vessels

made, and a hundred thousand golden vials, and twice as

many silver vials ; and of golden dishes, to ofEer kneaded
fine flour at the altar, there were eighty thousand, and
twice as many of silver. Of large basons also, wherein
they mixed fine flour with oil, there were sixty thousand of

gold, and twice as many of silver. Of the measures of

Moses called Hin and Assaron, there were twenty thou-

sand of gold, and twice as many of silver. The golden

censers, in which they carried the incense into the temple,

were twenty thousand: the other censers, in which they

carried fire from the great altar to the little altar within

the temple, were fifty thousand. The sacerdotal garments
which belonged to the high priests, with the long robes,

and the oracle, and the precious stones, were a thousand.

But the crown upon which Moses wrote the name of God,

was only one, and has remained to this very day. He also

made ten thousand sacerdotal garments of fine linen, with

purple girdles, for every priest, and two hundred thousand
trumpets, according to the command of Moses : and two
hundred thousand garments of fine linen for the singers

that were Levites. And he made forty thousand musical

instruments such as were invented for singing hymns, called

Nablae and Cinyrae [psalteries and harps], which were made
of a compound of gold and silver.

§ 9. Solomon had aU these things made for the honour

of Grod, with great expenditure and magnificence, sparing

no cost, but using all possible liberality in adorning the

temple ; and these things he dedicated to the treasures of

God. He also placed round about the temple a partition,

which in our tongue we call Gison, but it is called dpiyKos
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by the Greeks, and he raised it up to the height of three

cubits ; it was to keep the multitude from coming into the

temple, and to signify that it was a place that was open
only to the priests. He also built outside this a temple,

in figure quadrangular, and erected for it great and broad
porticoes entered by very high gates, each of which faced

one of the four winds, and was shut by golden doors.

Into this temple all the people entered that were distin-

guished from the rest by being pure and observant of

the laws. But he made this outside temple a wonderful
one indeed, and such as exceeds all description in words

;

nay, if I may so say, it is hardly credited when seen;

for when he had filled up with earth great valleys

(which, on account of their immense depth, could not

be looked on, when you bent down to see them, with-

out pain,) and had elevated the ground four hundred
cubits, he made it on a level with the top of the mountain
on which the temple was built, and by this means the out-

most temple, which was exposed to the air, was even with
the temple itself. He encompassed it also with a build-

ing of a double row of porticoes, which stood on high
pillars of native stone, while the roofs were of cedar, and
were polished with fret-work ; and he made all the doors of

this temple of silver.

CHAP. IV.

How Solomon removed the Ark to the Temple, and made
Supplication to God and offered public Sacrifices to him.

§1-

WHEN king Solomon had finished these works and
large and beautiful buildings, and had laid up his

donations in the temple, and accomplished all this in

seven years, and had given proof of his riches and
zeal, insomuch that anyone who saw it would have
thought it must have been an immense time ere it could
have been finished, and would be surprised that so much
could be finished in so short a time, short, I mean, if com-
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pared with the greatness of the work, he wrote to the
rulers and elders of the Hebrews, and ordered all the
people to gather themselves together to Jerusalem, both to
see the temple which he had built, and to remove the ark of
God to it. And when this invitation to the whole body of the
people to come to Jerusalem was carried round to everybodj',
it was the seventh month before they assembled together,
which month is by our countrymen called Thisri, but by
the Macedonians Hyperberetaeus. The feast of tabernacles
happened to fall at the same time, which was celebrated
by the Hebrews as a most holy and important feast. So
they carried the ark and the tabernacle which Moses had
pitched, and all the vessels that were for ministration in

the sacrifices to G-od, and removed them to the temple.
The king himself and all the people and the Levites went
before, rendering the ground moist with drink-offerings

and the blood of a great many victims, and burning an
immense quantity of incense ; and that till the very air

itself everywhere round about was so full of these odours,
that it reached in a most agreeable manner persons at a
great distance, and was a token of God's presence, and, as

men thought, of his habitation in this newly built and
consecrated place ; and they did not grow weary either of

singing hymns or of dancing until they reached the

temple. And in this manner did they bring the ark.

But when they were to transfer it to the most holy place,

the rest of the multitude went away, and only the

priests that carried it set it between the two cherubims,
which embraced it with their wings, for so were they
framed by the artificer, and covered it as under a tent or

dome. Now the ark contained nothing else but those

two tables of stone that preserved the ten commandments,
which God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, and which
were inscribed upon them ; but they set the candlestick

and table and the golden altar in the temple before the

most holy place, in the very same positions which they
occupied till that time in the tabernacle, when ' they offered

the daily sacrifices. And Solomon set the brazen altar

' For Kal I read iig. It is wpU known how frequently these two
words are transposed in Greek M SS. This arises from an abbreviation

for both, which is very similar.
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before the temple over against the door, that when the

door was opened it might be exposed to sight, and the

sacred solemnities, and the costliness of the sacrifice, might

be thence descried. And they gathered together all the

rest of the vessels and put them within the temple.

§ 2. Now, as soon as the priests had put all things in

order about the ark and had gone out, there came down
suddenly a thick cloud, which stood there, and spread it-

self in a gentle manner through the temple ; it was a cloud

diffused and temperate, not a rough one such as we see

full of rain in the winter season. This cloud so darkened

the place that the priests could not discern one another, but

it afforded to the minds of all a visible image and glorious

token of God's having descended into this temple, and of

his having gladly pitched his tabernacle therein. And
those present were intent upon this thought. And king

Solomon rose up, (for he was sitting before,) and used
such words to Grod as he thought agreeable to the divine

nature to receive and fit for him to give. " Thou hast

[he said] an eternal house, Lord, and such an one as

thou hast created for thyself out of thine own works ; we
know thou pervadest the heaven, and the air, and the earth,

and the sea, nor art thou contained within these limits. I
have indeed built this temple to thee, and called it by
thy name, that from thence, when we sacrifice and perform
sacred rites, we may send our prayers up into the air, and
may constantly believe that thou art present and not
far off. For as thou seeest and hearest all things, when it

pleases thee to dwell here, thou dost not fail to be very

near to all men, but especially art thou present to those

that pray to thee by night or by day." When he had
thus solemnly addressed himself to G-od, he turned his

discourse to the multitude, and strongly represented to

them the power and providence of God, how he had showed
all things that were come to pass to David his father, and
most had indeed already come to pass, and the rest would
certainly come to pass hereafter ; and how he had given
him his name, and foretold what he should be called

before he was born, and how, when he should be king
after his father's death, he should build him a temple. And
as they saw this accomplished according to his prediction.
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he asked them to bless God, and believing in him from what
they had seen accomplished, never to despair of anything
that he had promised for the future for their happiness, as

if it would not come to pass.

§ 3. When the king had thus discoursed to the multi-
tude, he looked again towards the temple, and, lifting up
his right hand to the multitude, he said, " It is not indeed
possible by what men can do to return thanks to God for his

benefits bestowed upon them, for the Deity stands in need of

nothing, and is above any such requital ; but as we have
been made superior, O Lord, to all other living creatures

by thee, it is our bounden duty to bless thy majesty, and
return thee thanks for what thou hast bestowed upon our
house, and on the Hebrew people. For with what other

thing can we better appease thee, when thou art angry
with us, or more properly preserve thy favour, than
with our voice ; which, as we have it from the air, so do
we know that by that air it ascends upwards. I there-

fore now return my thanks thereby in the first place

for my father, whom thou didst raise from obscurity

unto so great glory, and in the next place for myself, since

thou hast performed all that thou hast promised me up to

this very day. And I beseech thee, for the time to come,

to afford us whatever thou. God, hast power to bestow

on such as thou dost esteem, and to augment our house

for all time, as thou didst promise David my father, both

in his Ufetime and at his death, that our kLngdom should

continue, and that his posterity should inherit it for ten

thousand generations. Do not therefore fail to give us

these blessings, and to bestow on my offspring that virtue

in which thou delightest. And besides all this, I humbly
beseech thee, that thou wilt let some portion of thy spirit

come down and dwell in this temple, that thou mayest
appear to be with us upon earth. As to thyself, the entire

heavens and the immensity of the things that are therein

are but a small habitation for thee, much more is this poor

temple so : but I entreat thee to keep it as thine own house,

so that it shall never be sacked by our enemies, and
to take care of it as thine own possession. And if ever

this people be found to have sinned, and be thereupon

afflicted by thee with any plague because of their sin, as
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with dearth or pestilence, or any other affliction which thou
wont to inflict on those that transgress any of thy holy

laws, and if they gather themselves together and take

refuge all of them in this temple, beseeching thee and
begging of thee to deUver them, then do thou, being
within this house, hear their prayers, and have mercy
upon them, and deliver them from their afflictions.

Moreover I implore this help of thee, not for the Hebrews
only, when they are in distress, but when any shall come
hither even from the ends of the world, and shall re-

turn from their sins and implore thy pardon, do thou
then pardon them and hear their prayer. For so all shall

learn that thou thyself wast pleased with the building

of this house for thee, and that we are not ourselves of an
unhumane nature, nor hostile to such as are not of our
own people, but are willing that thy help should be given

to all men in common, and that the enjoyment of thy
benefits should be bestowed upon them."

§ 4. When Solomon had said this, and prostrated him-
self upon the ground, and worshipped a long time, he
rose up, and brought sacrifices to the altar, and when he
had filled it with unblemished victims, he most clearly

discovered that God had with pleasure accepted all his

sacrifice. For a fire came running out of the air, and
darting with violence upon the altar, in the sight of

all, which licked up and consumed all the sacrifice. Now,
when this divine appearance was seen, the people supposed
it to be a proof that G-od would abide in the temple, and
were pleased with it, and fell down upon the ground and
worshipped. And the king began to bless G-od, and
exhorted the multitude to do the same, as now having
tokens of G-od's favourable disposition to them ; and to

pray that they might always have the like from him, and
that he would preserve in them a mind pure from all

wickedness, owing to their righteousness and religious

worship and keeping the commandments which God had
given them by Moses, because so the Hebrew nation
would be happy, indeed the most blessed of all man-
kind. He exhorted them also to remember, that by what
means they had attained their present good things, by
the same they must preserve them sure to themselves, and
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make them greater and more than they were at present

;

for they ought not to suppose only that they had received

them on account of their piety and righteousness, but also

that they had no other way of preserving them for the

time to come, for it is not so great a thing for men to

acquire something that they want, as to keep what they
have acquired, and to be guilty of no sm whereby it may
be lost.

§ 5. When the king had spoken thus to the multi-

tude, he broke up the assembly, having completed the

sacrifices both for himself and for the Hebrews, for he
sacrificed twenty-two thousand oxen, and an hundred and
twenty thousand sheep. For the temple did then first taste

of victims, and all the Hebrews with their wives and
children feasted therein ; moreover the king then observed

splendidly and magnificently the feast which is called the

Feast of Tabernacles before the temple for twice seven

days, feasting together with all the peojjle.

§ 6. When all these solemnities were abundantly per-

formed, and nothing omitted that concerned the worship

of God, the king dismissed the people, and they went every

one to their homes, giving thanks to the king for the care

he had taken of them, and the works he had done for

them, and praying G-od to preserve Solomon as their king

for a long time. They also took their journey home with

rejoicing and merrymaking, and singing hymns to God,

so that the pleasure they enjoyed took away the sense of

the tediousness of their journey home. For when they had
brought the ark into the temple, and had seen its great-

ness and how fine it was, and had been partakers of the

many sacrifices and festivals, they returned every one to

their own cities. And a dream appeared to the king in

his sleep, and informed him that God had heard his

prayers, and that he would not only preserve the temple,

but'would always abide in it, if his posterity and all the

people should be righteous. As for the king himself, if

he abode by the advice of his father, he would advance

him to an immense degree of happiness, and his posterity

of the tribe of Judah should be kings of that country for

ever : but if he should be found a betrayer of the ordi-

nances of the law, and forget them and turn away ta
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the worship of strange gods, he would cut him off root

and branch, and would neither suffer any remnant of

his family to continue, nor would preserve the people of

Israel any longer from afflictions, but would utterly des-

troy them with ten thousand wars and misfortunes ; and
would cast them out of the land which he had given their

fathers, and make them sojourners in strange lands ; and
deliver that temple, which was now built, to be burnt and
spoiled by their enemies, and their city to be utterly over-

thrown by the hands of their enemies ; and would make
their miseries deserve to be a proverb, and such as should

hardly be credited for their stupendous magnitude, so

that their neighbours, when they should hear of them,

should wonder at their calamities, and very earnestly in-

quire why the Hebrews, who had before been advanced

by God to such glory and wealth, should be then so hated

by him ; and the answer that should be made by the

remnant of the people should be their confessing their

sins and transgression of the laws of their country. We
have it transmitted to us in writing, that God did thus

speak to Solomon in his sleep.

CHAP. Y.

How Solomon huilt himself a royal Palace, very costly and
splendid ; and how he solved the Riddles which were sent

him by Hiram.
§1.

AFTBE the building of the temple, which, as I have
before said, was finished in seven years, the king laid

the foundation of his palace, which he did not finish under
thirteen years. For he was not equally zealous in the build-

ing of his palace as he had been about the temple ; for as

to that, though it was a great work, and required wonder-
ful and surprising application, yet God, for whom it was
made, so far co-operated in the work, that it was finished in

the forementioned number of years ; but the palace, which
was a building much inferior in dignity to the temple,

not only because its materials had not been got ready so
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long beforehand, nor so carefully prepared, but because it

was only an habitation for kings and not for Grod, took
longer time to finish. However, it was a magnificent

edifice, and one that suited the prosperity of the Hebrews
and their king ; but it is necessary for me to describe the

entire structure and arrangement of it, that so those that

light upon this book may conjecture and form some idea

of its magnitude.

§ 2. The house was a large and handsome building,

supported by many pillars, and Solomon built it to con-

tain a great many persons for hearing cases, and taking

cognizance of suits, for it was large enough to hold a great

many men, who might assemble to hear cases determined.

It was an hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, and thirty

high, supported by quadrangular pillars which were all of

cedar, and its roof was of the Corinthian order, with doors

of equal size, and three-grooved panels, so that the build-

ing was at once strong and ornamental. There was also

another house placed in the middle, it was quadrangular,

and its breadth was thirty cubits, and there was a

temple opposite to it raised upon massive pillars ; in

which temple there was a magnificent hall, where the king

sat in Judgment, to which was joined another house, that

was built for the queen. There were other smaller edifices

for food and sleep after public affairs were over, and these

were all floored with boards of cedar. Some of these

Solomon built with stones of ten cubits, and wainscoted

the walls with other stone that was sawn and of great

value, such as is dug out of the earth to ornament temples,

and to add to the show of royal palaces, making the mines

whence it is dug famous. Now the curious workmanship of

this stone was in three rows, and the fourth row would make
one admire its sculptures, wherein were represented trees

and all sorts of plants, with the shades that arose from their

branches, and leaves that hung down from them. Those

trees and plants covered the stone that was beneath them,

and their leaves were wrought so wonderfully fine, that

you would think they moved. But the other part up to

the roof was plastered over, and embroidered with colours

and pictures. Solomon built moreover other edifices for

pleasure, as also very long porticoes situated in an agree-
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able part of the palace, and among them a most glorious
dining-room for feastings and revellings, full of gold and
such other furniture as so fine a room ought to have for
the convenience of the guests, and all the vessels were
made of gold. Indeeddt is hard to reckon up the mag-
nitude and variety of the royal apartments, how many-
rooms there were of the largest sort, how many of a size

inferior to those, how many that were underground and
secret, the heauty of those that enjoyed the fresh air,

and groves with the most delightful landscapes for avoid-
ing heat and for refreshment of the body. And to say
all in brief, Solomon made the whole building entirely

of white stone and cedar wood and gold and silver, and
adorned the roofs and walls with stones set in gold,

and beautified them thereby in the same manner as he
had beautified the temple of G-od with similar stones.

He also made himself a throne of prodigious size of
ivory, constructed on a dais, with six steps to it ; on
every one of which stood at each end of the step two lions,

two other lions standing above also ; and at the seat of
the throne, hands came out and received the king ; and
when he recUned in it, he rested on half a bullock, that
looked towards his back, and all was fastened together
with gold.

§ 3. When Solomon had completed both temple and
palace in twenty years' time, as Hiram king of Tyre had
contributed a great deal of gold and more silver to these
buildings, as also cedar wood and pine wood, he himself
requited Hiram with rich presents ; sending him annually
com and wine and oil, which were the principal things
that he stood in need of, because he inhabited an island, as
I have already said. And besides these, he granted him
certain cities of Galilee, twenty in number, that lay not far
from Tyre ; and when Hiram went to them, and looked at
them, and did not like the gift, he sent word to Solomon, that
he did not want the cities, and from that time those cities

were called the land of Cabul,Vhich name, if it be interpreted
according to the language of the Phoenicians, denotes what
does not please. Moreover, the king of Tyre sent hard and

' The ' land of Cabul ' was probably near the modern Kabul,
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enigmatical sayings to Solomon, and desired he would solve
them, and free them from the ambiguity that was in them.
Now so sagacious and intelligent was Solomon, that none
of these problems were too hard for him, but he conquered
themjaU by reasoning, and discovered their hidden mean-
iag, and brought it to light. Menander also, who trans-
lated the Tyrian archives out of the dialect of the Phceni-
cians into the Q-reek language, makes mention of these two
kings, where he says thus :

" When Abibalus was dead, his
son Hiram succeeded him in the kingdom, and lived fifty-

three years and reigned thirty-four. He raised a bank ia
the large place, and dedicated the golden pillar which is in
the temple of Zeus. He also went and cut down timber on
the mountain called Libanus for the roofs of temples ; and
when he had pulled down the ancient temples, he built

both the temple of Hercules and that of Astarte : and he
first set up the temple of Hercules in the month Peritius

;

he also made an expedition against the lycaei who did not
pay their tribute, and when he had subdued them to him-
self, he returned. Under this king lived Abdemon's
younger son, who always conquered the difficult problems
which Solomon, king of Jerusalem, commanded him to ex-

plain." Dius also makes mention of him, where he says

thus :
" "When Abibalus was dead, his son Hiram reigned.

He raised the eastern parts of the city higher, and made
the city itself la,rger. He also joined the temple of Olym-
pian Zeus, which before stood by itself, to the city, by rais-

ing a bank in the middle between them, and he adorned
it with donations of gold. Moreover, he went up to

mount Libanus, and cut down timber for the building of

temples." He says also, that " Solomon, who was then
king of Jerusalem, sent riddles to Hiram, and desired to

receive the like from him, and he who could not solve them
should pay money to him that did, and that Hiram accepted

the conditions, and when he was not able to solve the

riddles [proposed by Solomon], he paid a great deal of

money for his fine : but that afterwards he did solve the

proposed riddles by means of Abdemon,' a man of Tyre :

^ Dias and Menander state Hiram's riddle-guesser a little differently.

Their accoants will be harmonized if we consider that Abdemon's son

had the same name as his father. But the matter is of little moment.

II. H
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and that Hiram proposed other riddles, which, when Solo-

mon could not solve, he paid back a great deal of money to

Hiram." This is the account of Dius.

CHAP. VI.

How Solomon fortified the Giiy of Jerusalem, and built great

Cities: and how he brought some of the Ganaanites into

Subjection, and entertained the Queen of JEgypt and
Ethiopia.

§1.

NOW when the king saw that the walls of Jerusalem
stood in need of towers and other defences for their

security (for he thought the walls that surrounded Jeru-

salem ought to correspond to the dignity of the city), he
repaired them, and made them higher by great towers. He
also built cities which might be counted among the strong-

est, as Hazor ' and Megiddo,^ and the third Gazar,' which
had indeed belonged to the Philistines, but Pharaohthe king
of Egypt had made an expedition against it, and besieged it,

and taken it by storm, and when he had slain all its inhabi-

tants, he razed it to the ground, and gave it as a present to

his daughter who had married Solomon. So the king re-

built it, as a city that was naturally strong, and might be
useful in wars, or any reverses such as sometimes happen.
Moreover, he built two other cities not far from it ; Beth-
horon ^ was the name of one of them, and Baalath ° was the
name of the other. . He also built other cities that lay con-

veniently for these for enjoyment and pleasure, such as had
naturally a good temperature of air, and were agreeable

for fruits ripe in their proper seasons, and well watered
with springs. Nay, Solomon went as far as the desert
above Syria, and possessed himself of it, and built there

' Probably the northern Hazor, near Kedesh Napthali.
' Now el-Lei/Hn, on the plain of Esdraclon. ^ Tell Jezar.
* According to 1 Kings ix. 17. Beth-horon the nether, now Beit 'Ur

et- Tahta.
' Now Bel'aln, about two and a quarter miles north of Beth-horon

the nether.
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a very great city, which was distant two days' journey from
Upper Syria, and one day's journey from the Euphrates,
and six days' journey from the great Babylon. Now, the
reason why this city lay so remote from the inhabited parts
of Syria was that below there is no water to be had, and
that in that place only are there springs and weUs of

water. When he had therefore built this city, and thrown
round it very strong walls, he gave it the name of Tad-
mor, and that is the name it is still called by to this

day among the Syrians, but the Greeks call it Palmyra.

§ 2. So Solomon the king was at this time engaged in

buUding these cities. Now if any people should ask why
all the kings of Egypt from Minaeus, who built Memphis,
and lived many years earlier than our forefather Abraham,
until Solomon, during an interval of more than one thou-

sand three hundred years, were called Pharaohs, and took

that title from one Pharaoh who lived after the kings of

that interval, I think it necessary to inform them, to cure

their ignorance, and to make the reason of that name
manifest. Pharaoh, in the Egyptian tongue, signifies a

king.' I suppose they had other names in their childhood,

but that, when they became kings, they changed them
into the name which in their own tongue denoted their

authority. Thus also the kings of Alexandria, who were

called formerly by other names, when they took the king-

dom, were called Ptolemies from their first king. The
Roman emperors also are from their birth called by other

names, but are called Caesars because their empire and dig-

nity imposes that name upon them, and so they do not

^ This signification of the name Pharaoh appears to be true. But
what Josephus adds presently, that ' no king ofEgypt was called Pharaoh

after Solomon's father-in-law,' hardly agrees with our copies, which

have long afterwards the names of ' Pharaoh-nechoh,' and ' Pharaoh-

hophrah,' 2 Kings xxiii. 29, Jer. xliv. 30, besides the frequent mention

of the name Pharaoh in the prophets. However, Josephus himself,

in liis own speech to the Jews, Jewish War, v. 9, § 4, speaks of

Nechao, ' who was also called Pharaoh,' as the name of the king of

Egypt with whom Abraham was concerned: of which name Nechao

we have elsewhere no mention till the days of Josiah, but only of

Pharaoh. And indeed it must be confessed, that here, and § 5, we have

more mistakes made by Josephus, relating to the kings of Egypt, and

to the queen of Egypt and Ethiopia whom he supposes to have come

to see Solomon, than almost anywhere else in all the Antiquities.—W.
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continue in the names which their fathers gave them. I

suppose also that Herodotus of Halicamassus,' when he
said there were three hundred and thirty kings of Egypt

after Minaeus, who built Memphis/ did not tell us their

names, because they were all in common called Pharaoh j

for when after their death a queen reigned, he calls her by

her name NicauUs, thereby declaring, that as the male

kings had the same name, while a woman could not have

the same, he did therefore set down the name which she

could not by nature have. As for myself, I have dis-

covered from our own books, that after Pharaoh, the father-

in-law of Solomon, no other king of Egypt did any longer

use that name, and that it was after that time when the

fore-mentioned queen of Egypt and Ethiopia came to

Solomon. As to her I shaU inform the reader presently ;

but I have now made mention of these things to prove that

our books and those of the Egyptians agree together in

many things.

§ 3. Eing Solomon also subdued the remnant of the

Canaanites that had not before submitted, those, I mean,

that dwelt in mount Lebanon and as far as the city of

Hamath,^ and ordered them to pay tribute. He also chose

out of them every year such as were to serve him in the

meanest offices, and to do his domestic work, and till the

ground. For none of the Hebrews were slaves, (nor was
it reasonable, when Grod had brought so many nations

under their power, that they should depress their own
people to such mean offices of life rather than them,) but
all went armed to war with chariots and horses rather than
lead the life of slaves. He appointed also five hundred and
fifty overseers over those Canaanites who were reduced to

such domestic slavery, who received the entire care of them
from the king, and instructed them in those labours and
operations wherein he wanted them.

§ 4. Moreover the king built many ships in the Egyp-
tian Bay of the Eed Sea, at a certain place called Ezion-

G-eber :* it is now called Berenice, and is not far from the

^ The largest city of Caria, now Budriim.
' Now Miirahwmy, on the left bank of the Nile above Cairo. ' Bama.
* The exact position of Ezion-Gebcr at the head of the gulf of '^ioiaA

is not known.
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city of Eloth..' This country belonged formerly to the Jews,
and became useful for shipping in consequence of the dona-
tions of Hiram king of Tyre; for he sent there a sufficient

number of pilots and men skilful in naTigation, to whom
Solomon gave command that they should sail with his

stewards to the land that was of old called Ophir, but now
the Land of Gold, (which belongs to India,) to fetch him
gold. And when they had collected there four hundred
talents, they returned to the king again.

§ 5. There lived in those days a woman who was queen
of Egypt and Ethiopia,^ a great student of philosophy, and
on other accounts also one to be admired. When this

queen heard of the virtue and wisdom of Solomon, she had
a great mind to see him, and the reports that went every

day abroad induced her to go to him. For being desirous

to be satisfied by her own experience, and not by bare

hearsay (for reports thus heard are likely enough to be
false, as they wholly depend on the credit of the relators),

she resolved to visit him, especially in order to test his

wisdom by propounding questions of very great difficulty,

and entreating that he would solve their hidden meaning.

So she came to Jerusalem with great splendour and rich

equipage ; for she brought with her camels laden with gold

and with several sorts of sweet spices and precious stones.

Now the king in his kind reception of her showed a great

desire to please her, and easily comprehending in his mind
the meaning of the curious questions she propounded to

him, he resolved them sooner than anybody could have

expected. So she was amazed at the wisdom of Solomon,

and discovered that it was more excellent upon trial than

she had heard by report beforehand ; and especially was

^ Eloth or Elath is the present 'Ailah or 'AJcabah, at the head of the

gulf of 'Akabah.
'' That this queen of Sheba was a queen of Sabxa in South Arabia,

and not of Egypt and Ethiopia, as Josephus here asserts, is, I suppose,

now generally agreed. And since Sabeea is well known to be a country

near the sea, south of Arabia Felix, which lay south from Judaea

also ; and since our Saviour calls this queen, ' the queen of the south,'

and says, ' she came from the utmost parts of the earth,' Matth. xii. 42
;

Luke xi. 31, which descriptions agree better to this Arabia than to

Egypt and Ethiopia, there is little occasion for doubt in the matter.

—W.
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she surprised at the fineness and largeness of the royal

palace, and not less at the good order of the apartments,
for she observed that the king had shown great wisdom
therein. But she was beyond measure astonished at the
house which was called the forest of Lebanon, as also at

the magnificence of the king's daily table, and its prepara-

tion and serving, and at the apparel of his servants that

waited, and their skilful and decorous attendance : nor was
she less affected with those daily sacrifices which were
offered to God, and the careful diligence which the priests

and Levites displayed in connection with them. As she
saw aU this happening every day, she was in the greatest

wonder imaginable, insomuch that she was not able to

contain the surprise she was in, but openly confessed how
wonderfully she was affected ; for she proceeded to dis-

course with the king, and owned in her speech that she was
overcome with wonder at the things I have related, and
said ;

" All things indeed, O king, that come to our know-
ledge by report, come with uncertainty; but as to those
good things that are yours, both what you yourself possess,

I mean wisdom and prudence, and what your kingdom
gives you, certainly the fame that came to us was no falsity,

it was not only a true report, but it described your happi-
ness as much less considerable than I now see it to be be-

fore my eyes. For report only attempted to persuade our
hearing, but did not so much make known the value of the
things themselves as does the sight of them, and the being
present among them. I indeed, who did not believe what
was reported, because of the multitude and grandeur of

the things I heard, do see them to be much more numerous
than they were reported to be. Accordingly I deem the
Hebrew people, as well as your servants and friends,

happy, who enjoy your presence, and hear your wisdom
every day continually. One would therefore bless G-od,

who has so loved this country, and those that dwell
therein, as to make you king over them."

§ 6. When the queen had thus shown by her words
how deeply the king had affected her, her disposition was
also made known by various presents, for she gave him
twenty talents of gold, and an immense quantity of spices,

and precious stones. They say also that we owe the root
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of the balsam, wliicli our country still produces, to this

lady's gift. Solomon also gave her in return many good
things, especially besto-wing upon her what she chose of her
own inclination, for there was nothing that she asked for

which he denied her ; and as he was very generous and liberal

in his own disposition, so did he show the greatness of his

soul by bestowing on her whatever she herself desired of

him. And when this queen of Egypt and Ethiopia had
obtained what I have already given an account of, and had
given as presents to the king what she had brought with
her, she returned to her own kingdom.

CHAP. VII.

How Solomon grew rich, and fell madly in love with Women,
and how God, being incensed at it, raised up Badad
and Jeroboam, against him. Concerning the Death of
Solomon.

§1-

ABOUT the same time there were brought to the king
from the country called the Land of G-old precious

stones and pine trees, and these trees be made use of for

propping up the temple and the palace, and also as the

materials of musical iastruments, harps and psalteries, that

the Levites might make use of them in their hymns to

G-od. The wood that was brought to him at this time was
larger and finer than any that had ever been brought

before ; but let no one imagine that these pine trees were

like those which are now so named, and which get that

name from the merchants, who so call them to dazzle pur-

chasers ; for those we speak of were to the sight like the

wood of the fig-tree, but whiter and more shining. I have

said thus much, that nobody may be ignorant of the diffe-

rence of these sorts of wood, or unacquainted with the

nature of the genuine pine-tree, and I thought it both

seasonable and kiad to mankind, when I mentioned the

uses the king made of it, to explain this difference.

§ 2. Now the weight of gold that was brought the king

was six hundred and sixty-six talents, not including in that
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sum what was brought by the merchants, or what the

governors and kings of Arabia gave him in presents. He
also cast two hundred targets of gold, each of them weigh-
ing six hundred shekels. He also made three hundred
shields, every one weighing three pounds of gold, and had
them taken and put into the house which was called the

forest of Lebanon. He also made cups of gold and pre-

cious stones for the entertainment of his guests, and had
them adorned in the most artificial manner ; and he con-

trived that aU his other numerous vessels should be of

gold, for there was nothing then sold or bought for silver.

For the king had many ships which lay in the sea of

Tarsus ;
^ these he commanded to carry all sorts of mer-

chandise to the remotest nations, by the sale of which
silver and gold was brought to the king, and a great quan-

tity of ivory, and Ethiopians, and apes. The voyage,

going and returning, took three years.

§ 3. And there went a great fame all round the neigh-

bouring countries, proclaiming the virtue and wisdom of

Solomon, insomuch that all kings everywhere were de-

sirous to see him, not giving credit to what was reported

on account of its seeming almost incredible; they also

showed the regard they had for him by the presents

they made him; for they sent him vessels of gold and
silver, and purple garments, and many sorts of spices, and
horses and chariots, and as many mules for his carriages as

they could find likely to please the king's eyes from their

strength and beauty. This addition that he made to the

chariots and horses which he had before by those that were
sent him, augmented the number of his chariots by above
four hundred (for he had a thousand before), and
augmented the number of his horses by two thousand (for

he had twenty thousand before). These horses also were
so trained to make a fine appearance and run swiftly, that

no others could upon comparison with them appear either

finer or swifter ; but they were at once the most beautiful

of all, and their swiftness was incomparable. Their riders

also were a further ornament to them, being in the first

place young men in the most delightful flower of their age,

' Tarsus in Cilicia, now Tersus. According to 1 Kings x. 22, Solomon
" had at sea a uavy of Tarsbish with the nayy of Hiram."
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and being also eminent for their stature and far taller than
other men. They had also very long heads of hair hanging
down, and were clothed in garments of Tyrian purple.

They had also dust of gold every day sprinkled on their

hair, so that their heads sparkled with the reflection of the

gold in the sun. The king himself rode upon a chariot in.

the midst of these men (who were in armour and fitted with
hows) dressed in a white garment, and so used to go out of

the city in the morning. There was a certain place about
sixty furlongs from Jerusalem called Etham,^ very pleasant

from its fine gardens, and abounding ia rivulets of water ;

^

there did he use to go out in the morning perched aloft

in his chariot.

§ 4. Now Solomon had divine sagacity and zeal in aU
things, and was very fond of having things done in an
elegant manner : so he did not neglect the care of the ways,

but he laid a highway of black stone along the road that

led to Jerusalem, which was the royal city, both to make the

road very easy for travellers, and to manifest the grandeur

of his riches and government. He also divided his chariots

and disposed them in a regular order, that a certain number
of them should be in every city, (still, however, keeping a few

about his own person,) and those cities he called the cities

of his chariots. And the king made silver as plentiful in

Jerusalem as stones in the street ; and so multiplied cedar-

trees, which did not grow there before, in the plains of

Judaea, that they were like sycamore-trees for abundance.

He also commissioned the Egyptian merchants that brought

him their merchandise to sell him chariots with a pair of

horses for six hundred drachmae of silver each, and he sent

' Whether these fine gardens and rivulets ofEtham, about seven miles

from Jerusalem, where Solomon rode so often in state, be not those

alluded to, Eccle.s. ii. 5, 6, vrhere he says, " He made him gardens and

orchards, and planted trees in them of all kinds of fruits ; he made him

pools of water, to water the wood that bringeth forth trees ;
" and to

the finest part whereof he seems to allude, when, in the Canticles, he

compares his spouse to a ' garden enclosed
;

' to a ' spring shut up ;

'

to a 'fountain sealed,' chap. iv. 12 (part of which fountains are still

extant, as Mr. Maundrell informs us, pages 87, 88), cannot now be cer-

tainly determined, but may be very probably conjectured.—W.
" Probably the village Urtds, in the valley of the same name, south

of Bethlehem. The name is retained in 'Ain 'Atdn, not far from the

village.
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them as presents to the kings of Syria, and to those kings

that were beyond the Euphrates.

§ 5. But although Solomon was become the most glorious

of kings and the best beloved of God, and exceeded in wis-

dom and riches those that had been rulers of the Hebrews
before him, yet he did not persevere in this happy state

tUl he died, but forsook the observation of the law of

his fathers, and came to an end no way suitable to my fore-

going account of him. For he grew mad in his love of

women, and laid no restraint on his sexual appetite, nor was
he satisfied with the women of his own country alone, but he
married many wives out of foreign nations, as Sidonians,

and Tyrians, and Ammonites, and Edomites, and trans-

gressed the laws of Moses, which forbade Jews to marry
any but those that were of their own people, and also began
to worship their gods, which he did to gratify his wives,

and out of affection for them. Our legislator suspected this

very thing when he admonished us beforehand that we
should not marry women of other countries, lest we should

be entangled with foreign customs and apostatize from our
own, and should leave off to honour our own Grod, and
should worship their gods. But Solomon was fallen head-

long into blind passion, and regarded not these admoni-
tions. For when he had married seven hundred wives,' the

daughters of princes and eminent persons, besides the king

of Egypt's daughter, and had also three hundred concu-

bines, he was soon governed by them till he came to imitate

their practices. He was forced to give them this proof

of his kindness and aifection to them, namely to live ac-

cording to the laws of their countries. And as he grew in

years, and his reason became too weak in process of time

to recall to his mind the institutions of his own country,

he still more neglected his own God, and continued to

regard the gods of his strange wives. Nay, even before

this happened, he sinned and fell into error about the
observation of the law, when he made the images of brazen

' These 700 wives, or the daughters of great men, and the .'100 con-
cubines, the daughters of the ignoble, make 1,000 in all; and are, I
suppose, those very 1,000 women, intimated elsewhere by Solomon him-
self, when he speaks of his not having found one [good] woman among
that very number, Eccles. vii. 28.—W.
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oxen that supported the brazen sea/ and the images of

lions about his own throne, although it was impious so to

do ; and this he did, notwithstanding that he had in his

father a most excellent and domestic pattern of virtue, and
knew what a glorious character he had left behind him
because of his piety towards God, nor did he imitate him,
although G-od had twice appeared to him in his sleep,

and exhorted him to imitate his father, so he died in-

gloriously. For a prophet came soon to him, who was sent

by God, and told him that his wicked actions were not
concealed from God, and threatened him that he should

not long rejoice in what he had done, that the kingdom
indeed should not be taken from him while he was alive,

because God had promised his father David that he would
make him his successor, but that he would take care that this

should befall his son when he was dead ; not that he would
withdraw all the people from him, but he would give ten

tribes to a servant of his, and leave only two tribes to

David's grandson, for David's sake, because he loved God,
and for the sake of the city Jerusalem, wherein he wished

to have a temple.

§ 6. When Solomon heard this he was grieved, and
greatly confounded at this change into so bad a state from
almost all that happiness which had made him to be ad-

mired. Nor did much time elapse after the prophet had
foretold what was coming, before God raised up an enemy
against him, whose name was Hadad, who had the follow-

ing reason for his enmity against him. He was a child of

the stock of the Edomites, and of the blood royal; and
when Joab, the captain of David's host, laid waste the land

• Josephus is here certainly too severe upon Solomon, who, in making

the cherubims, and these twelve brazen oxen, seems to have done no

more than imitate the patterns left him by David, which were all given

David by divine inspiration. And although God gave no direction for

the lions that adorned his throne, yet Solomon does not seem thereby to

have broken any law of Moses ; for although the Pharisees and latter

rabbins have extended the second commandment to forbid the very

making ofany image, though without any intention to have it worshipped,

yet 1 do not suppose that Solomon so understood it, or that it ought to

be so understood. The making any other altar for worship, but that at

the tabernacle, was equally forbidden by Moses, Antiq. iv. 8, § 5, yet

did not the two tribes and a half offend, when they made an altar for

a memorial only. Josh, xxii., Antiq. r. 1, § 26, 27.—W.
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of Edom for six mouths, and destroyed all the men that

were grown and able to bear arms, this Hadad alone

escaped, and went to Pharaoh the king of Egypt, who re-

ceived him kindly, and gave him a house to dwell in, and
land to supply him with food, and when he was grown up,

loved him exceedingly, insomuch that he gave him his wife's

sister, whose name was Tahpenes, to wife, by whom he had
a son who was brought up with the king's children. When
Hadad heard in Egypt that both David and Joab were
dead, he went to Pharaoh, and begged that he would per-

mit him to return to his own country ; upon which the king
asked him what it was that he wanted, and what hardships

he had met with, that he was so desirous to leave him. And
though he was often troublesome to him, and entreated

him to let him go, he did not then, but at the time when
Solomon's affairs began to grow worse on account of his

forementioned transgressions, and God's anger against him
for the same, Hadad went to Edom by Pharaoh's permis-

sion. And as he was not able to make the people revolt

from Solomon, for Edom was kept under by many garrisons,

and a rising could not take place with safety, he removed
thence and went into Syria ; and there he lit upon one Eezon,
who had run away from Adrazar, king of Sophene,' his

master, and was become a robber in that country, and joined

friendship with him, as he had already a band of robbers
about him. Then he went up the country, and seized upon
that part of Syria, and was made king thereof. He also

made incursions into the land of Israel, and did it no small
mischief, and plundered it, and that in the lifetime of

Solomon. And this was the calamity which the Hebrews
suffered at the hand of Hadad.

§ 7. One also of Solomon's own nation rose up against
him, namely Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was full

of ambition, from a prophecy that had been made to

him long before. He was left a child by his father, and
brought up by his mother, and when Solomon saw that he
was of a noble and bold disposition, he made him the over-

seer of the walls which he built round about Jerusalem

;

and he superintended those works so well, that the king

' Aram-Zobah, to Che eastward of Coelosyria.
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approved of his behaviour, and gave him as a reward for

the same the military command over the tribe of Joseph.

And when about that time Jeroboam was once going out
of Jerusalem, a prophet from the city of ShHoh,' whose
name was Ahijah, met him, and saluted him, and when he
had taken him a little aside to a place out of the way,
where there was no other person present, he rent the gar-

ment he had on into twelve pieces, and bade Jeroboam take

ten of them, and prophesied to him, " This is the wiU of

God, he will break up the dominion of Solomon, and give

one tribe with that which is next it to his son, because of

the promise made to David, and will give ten tribes to you,

because Solomon has sinned against him, and given him-
self up to women and their gods. As, therefore, you
know the reason why God has changed his mind and is

alienated from Solomon, try to be righteous, and keep the

laws, because the greatest of all rewards is proposed to you
for your piety and honour to God, namely, to be as greatly

exalted as you know David was."

§ 8. So Jeroboam was elated by the words of the prophet,

and being a young man of warm temper, and ambitious of

greatness, he could not be quiet ; and when he had his

military command, and called to mind what had been re-

vealed to biTin by Ahijah, he endeavoured to persuade the

people to revolt from Solomon, and to make a disturbance,

and transfer the kingdom to himself. But when Solomon
understood his intention and treachery, he sought to arrest

and kill him ; but Jeroboam was informed of this before-

hand, and fled to Shishak the king of Egypt, and there

abode till the death of Solomon, by which means he gained

these two advantages, that he suffered no harm from Solo-

mon, and was preserved for the kingdom. And Solomon
died when he was already an old man, having reigned

eighty years, and lived ninety-four, and he was buried at

Jerusalem, having been superior to all other kings in hap-

piness and riches and wisdom, excepting that, when he was
growing into years, he was deluded by women and trans-

gressed the law ; concerning which transgressions, and the

miseries which befeU the Hebrews thereby, I propose fully

to enter into on another occasion.

' SeUUn.
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CHAP. vin.

How, upon the death of Solomon, the People forsook his Son
Behoboam, and elected Jeroboam King over the ten Tribes.

NOW wlien Solomon was dead, and his son Eelioboam,

(wlio was bj an Ammonitisli wife, whose name
was Naamah,) had succeeded him in the kingdom, the

rulers of the multitude sent immediately to Egypt, and

recalled Jeroboam ; and when he was come to them to

the city Shechem,' Eehoboam went to it also, for he had

resolved to declare himself king to the Israelites, while

they were gathered together there. So the rulers of the

people and Jeroboam went to him and besought him to

relax the servitude imposed on them, and to be milder

than his father, for they had borne under his father a heavy

yoke, and said they would then be better affected to him,

and be well contented to serve him under a milder despotism

more out of love than fear. But Rehoboam told them to

come to him again in three days' time, when he would give

an answer to their request. This delay gave occasion to

suspicion at once, since he had not given them a favourable

answer immediately, for they thought he should have given

them a kind and gentle answer off-hand, especially as he

was but young. However, they thought that his delibera-

tion about it, and the fact that he did not give them a

denial on the spot, afforded them some good hope of

success.

§ 2. Rehoboam now called his father's friends, and con-

sidered with them what sort of answer he ought to give to

the people ; upon which they gave him the advice which
became friends, and such as knew the temper of multi-

tudes. They advised him to speak kindly to the people,

and more in a popular way than with the grandeur of a

king, because he would thereby make them submit to him
with good-will, it being most agreeable to subjects that their

^ Ndblits.
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kings should be affable and put themselves almost upon the
level with them. But Eehoboam rejected this so good,
and in general so profitable advice, (it was so at least at
this time, when he was to be made king,) God himseM, I
suppose, causing what was most advantageous to be re-

jected by him. So he called for the young men, who were
brought up with him, and told them what advice the elders
had given him, and bade them say what they thought he
should do. They advised him to give the following answer
to the people, (for neither their youth, nor God himself,
suffered them to discern what was best,) that his little

finger should be thicker than his father's loins ; and if they
had met with hard usage from his father, they should ex-
perience much rougher treatment from him, for if his

father had chastised them with whips, they must expect
that he would chastise them with scorpions.' The king was
pleased with this advice, and thought it agreeable to the
dignity of his kingdom to give them such an answer. Ac-
cordingly, when the people were come together to hear his

answer on the third day, all were in great expectation, and
very intent to hear what the king would say to them, and
supposed they should hear something of a kind nature, but
he neglected the advice of his friends, and answered as the
young men had counselled him. Now this happened
according to the will of God, that what Ahijah had fore-

told might come to pass.

§ 3. By these words the people were struck as it were by
iron, and were as grieved at what was said as if they had
already felt the effects of it, and felt great indignation at the

king, and all cried out aloud and said that they had no longer

any relation to David or his posterity after that day. And
they said further that they would leave to Eehoboam only
the temple which his father had built, and they threatened

to forsake him. Nay they were so bitter and retained their

wrath so long, that when he sent Adoram, who was over

the tribute, to pacify them and render them milder, and

' By scorpions is not here meant that small animal so called, which
was never used in correction, but either a shrub with sharp prickles

like the stings of scorpions, such as our furze bush, or else some terrible

sort of whip of the like nature. See Hudson's and Spanheim's notes

here.—W.
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urge them to forgive him if he had said to them anything
that was rash or peevish owing to the impetuosity of

youth, they would not listen to him, but threw stones at

him and killed him. When Kehoboam saw this, he thought
himself aimed at by the stones with which they had
killed his servant, and feared lest he should actually lose

his life too, so he got immediately into his chariot and fled

to Jerusalem, where the tribes of Judah and Benjamin
elected him king : but the rest of the tribes revolted from
the house of David from that day, and appointed Jero-

boam to be their ruler. Upon this, Eehoboam, Solomon's
son, assembled a great meeting of the two tribes that had
submitted to him, and intended to take a hundred and
eighty thousand chosen men of his army, to make an ex-

pedition against Jeroboam and his people, that he might
force them by war to be his servants ; but he was forbidden
by Grod through the prophet [Shemaiah] to go to war, for

he said that it was not right that fellow-countrymen should
fight against one another, and that this revolt of the people
was according to the purpose of G-od. So he did not set

out. And now I will relate first the actions of Jeroboam
the king of Israel, after which I shall relate the actions of
Eehoboam the king of the two tribes ; by this means we
shall preserve the order of the history throughout.

§ 4. Jeroboam then built him a palace in the city of
Shechem, and dwelt there. He also built him another at
a city called Penuel.' And as the feast of tabernacles was
now near at hand, Jeroboam considered that, if he should
permit the people to go and worship God at Jerusalem,
and celebrate the festival there, they would possibly repent
of what they had done, and be enticed by the temple and
worship of God there performed, and would leave him and
return to their first king ; and if so, he would run risk

of losing his own life. So he invented the following con-
trivance. He made two golden calves, and built two little

temples for them, one in the city of Bethel,' and the other in
Dan,' which last was at the fountains of the lesser Jordan,
and he put the calves into the little temples in the fore-

' On the east side of Jordan, probably on the northern slope of Jebcl
Osh'a ; the exact site is not known.

" Beitln. ' Tell el-Kddy.
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mentioned cities. And when lie had called the ten tribes
together, over whom he ruled, he made a speech to the
people in the following words :—" I suppose, my fellow-
countrymen, that you know this, that every place "has G-od
in it, nor is there any one definite place in which he is, but
he everywhere hears and sees those that worship him ; on
which account I do not think it right to force you to go so
long a journey to Jerusalem, which is an enemy's city, to
worship him. It was a man that built the temple : I have
also made two golden calves to represent G-od ; one of them
I have consecrated in the city of Bethel, and the other in
Dan, that those of you that dwell nearest those cities may
go to them and worship Grod there. And I will ordain for
you certain priests and Levites from among yourselves, that
you may have no need of the tribe of Levi or of the sons
of Aaron ; and let him that is desirous among you of being
a priest, bring to G-od a calf and a ram, which they say
Aaron the first priest did." Jeroboam in saying this

deluded the people, and made them revolt from the
worship of their forefathers, and transgress their laws.

This was the beginning of miseries to the Hebrews, and
the cause why they were overcome in war by foreigners

and fell into captivity. But I shall relate these things in

their proper place.

§ 5. When the feast was just at hand in the seventh

month, Jeroboam was desirous to celebrate it himself
in Bethel, as the two tribes celebrated it in Jerusalem.

Accordingly, he buUt an altar before the calf, and under-
took to be high priest himself. So he went up to the altar,

with his own priests about him ; but as he was going to

offer the sacrifices and the burnt-offerings in the sight of

aU the people, a prophet sent by God, whose name was
Jadon, came to him from Jerusalem, and stood in the

midst of the multitude, and in the hearing of the king,

and directing his discourse to the altar, spoke as follows

:

" God foretells that there shall be a certain man of the

family of David, Josiah by name, who shall sacrifice upon
thee those false priests that shall live at that time, and
shall burn upon thee the bones of these deceivers of the

people, these impostors and wicked wretches. However,
that this people may believe that these things shall be

II. I
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SO, I foretell a sign to them that shall soon come to

pass. This altar shall be rent in pieces immediately, and
aU the fat of the victims shall be poured upon the ground."

When the prophet had said this, Jeroboam fell into a

passion, and stretched out his hand, and bade them arrest

Jadon ; but the hand which he stretched out -was en-

feebled, and he was not able to pull it in to him again,

for it was become withered, and hung down as if it were a

dead hand. The altar also was rent in pieces, and all that

was upon it was poured out, as the prophet had foretold

should come to pass. Then the king understood that he

was a man of truth and had a divine foreknowledge, and
entreated him to pray to Grod that he would restore his

right hand. Accordingly the prophet did pray to God to

grant him that request. And the king having his hand
restored to its natural state, rejoiced at it, and invited the

prophet to dine with him ; but Jadon said that he dare

not come into his house, nor taste of bread or water in

that city, for that was a thing God had forbidden him to

do, as also to go back by the way which he came, for he

said he was to return by another way. And the king

wondered at the self-control of the man, but was himself

in fear, suspecting a change of his affairs for the worse

from what had been predicted to him.

CHAP. IX.

How Jadon the Prophet was persuaded by a lying Prophet,

and returned to Bethel, and was afterwards slain by a

Lion. Also what words the wicked Prophet made use of

to persuade the King, and thereby alienated his Mind from
God.

§1-

NOW there was a certain wicked old man in that city

who was a false prophet, whom Jeroboam held in

great esteem, though deceived by him and his flattering

words. This man was bed-ridden at this time by reason

of the infirmities of old age ; however, he was informed by
his sons of the prophet that had come from Jerusalem,
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and of the signs done by him ; and how, when Jeroboam's
right hand had been withered, at the prophet's prayer he
had it restored agaia. Whereupon he was afraid that this

stranger would be held in better esteem by the king than
himself, and obtain greater honour from him, and he gave
order to his sons to saddle his ass at once, and to make aU
ready that he might go out. And as they made haste to

do what they were commanded, he got upon the ass, and
followed after the prophet, and overtook him as he was
resting under a very large oak tree that was thick and
shady, and first saluted him, and then blamed him be-

cause he had not come to his house and partaken of his

hospitality. And when the other said that G-od had for-

bidden him to taste food with any one in that city, he

replied, " Certainly G-od did not forbid you to dine at my
table, for I am a prophet as you are, and worship God in

the same manner as you do, and am now come sent by
him to bring you to my house, and make you my guest."

And Jadon gave credit to this lying prophet, and returned

back with him. But when they were at dinner and
merry together, God appeared to Jadon, and said that he

should suffer punishment for transgressing his commands,
and told him what that punishment should be ; for he

said that he should meet with a lion as he was going on his

way, by whom he should be torn in pieces, so that he

should "not be buried in the sepulchres of his fathers.

And this came to pass, I suppose, according to the will of

God, that so Jeroboam might not give heed to the words

of Jadon, as one that had been convicted of lying. And
as Jadon was returning to Jerusalem, a lion attacked

him, and pulled him ofE his beast, and slew him, yet did

not at all hurt the ass, but sat by him and guarded him,

as also the prophet's body. This continued till some tra-

vellers that saw it came and told it in the city to the false

prophet, who sent his sons, and brought the body back to

Bethel, and made a funeral for him at great expense. He
also charged his sons to bury himself with him, for he

said that all which he had foretold against that city, and

the altar, and priests, and false prophets, would prove

true: and that, if he were buried with him, he would

receive no injurious treatment after his death, as their
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bones would not then be distinguishable apart. And when
he had performed those funeral rites to the prophet, and
had given that charge to his sons, as he was a wicked and
impious man, he went to Jeroboam, and said to him,
" Why ever were you disturbed at the words of that silly

fellow ? " And when the king had related to him what
had happened to the altar and his own hand, and gave
Jadon the name of a truly divine man and excellent pro-

phet, he endeavoured by a wicked trick to weaken that

opinion of his, and by using plausible words concerning

what had happened, to shake their reality. For he at-

tempted to persuade him that his hand was numbed by
the labour it had undergone in lifting the sacrifices, and
that upon its resting awhile it returned to its usual con-

dition again ; and that, as to the altar, it was but new,
and had borne a great many heavy sacrifices, and was ac-

cordingly rent in pieces, and had fallen down from the
weight of what had been laid upon it. He also informed
him of the death of him that had foretold those things,

and how he was slain by a lion, so that he had not any
thing in him of a prophet, nor spoke like one. By speak-

ing thus he persuaded the king, and entirely alienated his

mind from God, and from works that were righteous and
holy, and encouraged him to go on in his impious prac-

tices ; and accordingly, he to that degree outraged God,
and was so great a transgressor, that he sought for nothing
else every day, but how he might be guilty of some new
wickedness more detestable than what he had been so

insolent as to do before. And so much shall at present
suffice to have said concerning Jeroboam.
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CHAP. X.

Of Behoboam, and how God Punished him for his Impiety,

through Shishak, King of Egypt.

§1-

NOW Eehoboam, tlie son of Solomon, who was, as I

said before, king of the two tribes, built the strong

and large cities of Bethlehem,^ and Etam,^ and Tekoa,^

and Bethsur,^ and Socho,' and Adtdlam,' and Ipan,'' and
Maresha,^ and Ziph,° and Adoram,^" and Lachish,^^ and
Azekah," and Saraim," and Elom " and Hebron." These
he built first of all in the tribe of Judah. He also built

other large cities in the tribe of Benjamin. And he walled

them about, and put garrisons in them all, and captains,

and a great deal of corn and wine and oil, and furnished

every one of them plentifully with other provisions that

were necessary for sustenance ; moreover, he put thereia

shields and spears for many myriads. The priests also

and Levites that were in all Israel, and any other of

the people that were good and righteous men, gathered

themselves together to him, having left their own cities, that

they might worship God in Jerusalem : for they were not

willing to be forced to worship the calves which Jeroboam

had made ; and they swelled the population of the king-

dom of Eehoboam for three years. And after Eehoboam
had married a woman of his own kindred, and had by her

three children, he married also another of his own kindred,

' Beit Lahm. ' See note 2, p. 105.

' TeM'a, south of Bethlehem.
* Beii Sur, four miles north of Hebron.
' Khnrbet Shuweikeh, on the edge of the valley of Elah.
" 'Aidel-Md.
" In 2 Cbrcm. xi. 8, Gath, Tell es-Sdfi, is named instead of Ipa, the site

of which is not known.
' Khnrbet Mer'ash, near Beit Jibrln. ' Tell Z'lf.

"> Surti, five miles west of Hebron. " Vmm Lakis.
•2 TeU Zakariya.
" Sur'ah, on the north side of the valley of Sorek, opposite Beth-

shemesh. '* For Aijalon, now I'dlo.

" el-Khulll.
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whose name was Maachah, who was daughter of Absalom
by Tamar, and by her he had a son whom he called

Abijah. He had also many children by other wives, but

he loved Maachah above them all. Now he had eighteen

legitimate wives, and thirty concubines : and he had
twenty-eight sons, and threescore daughters : but he ap-

pointed Abijah, his son by Maachah, to be his successor in

the kingdom ; and intrusted him with his treasures and
strongest cities.

§ 2. Now I think that success in affairs and a change
for the better often becomes the cause of mischief and
transgression in men. For when Eehoboam saw his king-

dom so much increased, he lapsed into unrighteous and
irreligious practices, and despised the worship of God, till

the people themselves under him imitated his wicked
actions. For the manners of subjects get corrupt simul-

taneously with those of their governors, for they then lay

aside their own sober way of Hving as if it would be a
reproof of their governors' intemperate courses, and follow

their wickedness as if it were virtue, for it is not possible for

men to seem to approve of the actions of their kings, unless

they act in. the same way. So it happened now to the sub-

jects of Eehoboam, for when he was grown impious and a
transgressor himself, they were studious not to offend him
by resolving still to be righteous. But God sent Shishak
king of Egypt to punish them for their outrages against

him, concerning whom Herodotus was mistaken in attri-

buting his actions to Sesostris. This Shishak then in the

fifth year of the reign of Eehoboam made an expedition

into Judaea with many myriads, for he had one thousand
two hundred chariots with him, and sixty thousand horse,

and four hundred thousand foot. Of this army he brought
with him most were Libyans and Ethiopians. Now, there-

fore, when he invaded the country of the Hebrews, he took
the strongest cities of Eehoboam's kingdom without fight-

ing, and when he had put garrisons, in them, he went last

of all to Jerusalem.

§ 3. Now when Eehoboam and the people with him were
shut up in Jerusalem by the army of Shishak, and when
they besought God to give them victory and deliverance,

they could not persuade God to be on their side ; but
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Shemaiah the prophet told them, that G-od threatened to
forsake them, as they had forsaken his worship. When
they heard this, they were immediately in great consterna-
tion of mind, and seeing no way of deliverance, they all

earnestly set themselves to confess that G-od might justly
neglect them, since they had been guilty of impiety to-

wards him, and had violated his laws. And when G-od
saw them in that disposition, and that they acknowledged
their sins, he told the prophet that he would not destroy
them, but that he would, however, put them into the
hands of the Egyptians, that they might learn whether
they would sufEer less by[serving men or God. And when
Shishak had taken the city without fighting, because Eeho-
boam was afraid and received him into it, he did not stand
to the covenants he had made, but spoiled the temple, and
emptied the treasures of G-od and the king, and carried off

innumerable myriads of gold and silver, and left nothing
at all behind him. He also took away the golden bucklers
and shields, which Solomon the king had made ; nay, he
did not leave the golden quivers which David had taken
from the king of Sophene,^ and had dedicated to God. And
when he had thus done, he returned to his o-wn kingdom.
Now Herodotus of Halicamassus mentions this expedition,

having only made mistake in the king's name, and [in saying
that] he made war upon several other nations also, and
brought Palestinian Syria into subjection, and took the men
that were therein prisoners without fighting. Now it is

manifest that he intended to declare that our nation was
subdued by the king of Egypt ; for he says that " he left

behind him pillars in the land of those that delivered them-
selves up to him -without fighting, and engraved upon them
the secret parts of women." And our king Eehoboam
delivered up our city -without fighting. Herodotus says

also ' that " the Ethiopians learned circumcision from the

1 Sea note 1, p. 18.
^ Herodotus, as here quoted by Josephus, and as this passage still

stands in his present copies, b. ii. chap. civ. affirms, That '" the Phceni-

cians and Syrians in Palestine [which last are generally supposed to

denote the Jews] owned their receiving circumcision from the Egyptians ;

"

whereas, it is abundantly evident, that the Jews received their cii'cum-

cision from the patriarch Abraham, Gen. xvii. 9-14, John vii. 22, 23, as

I conclude the Egyptian priests did also. It is not therefore very un-
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Egyptians ; for the Phoenicians and Syrians that live

in Palestine confess that they learned the practice from
the Egyptians." Yet it is evident, that no other of

the Syrians that live in Palestine besides ns are circum-

cised. But as to such matters, let everyone say what is

agreeable to his own opinion.

§ 4. When Shishak had gone away, Kehoboam the king

made bucklers and shields of brass instead of those of gold,

and delivered the same number of them to the keepers of

the king's palace ; and, instead of warlike expeditions, and
the glory which results from those actions, he reigned in

great quietness, though not without fear, being always an
enemy to Jeroboam. And he died when he had lived fifty-

seven years, and reigned seventeen. He was in his dispo-

sition a proud and foolish man, and lost most of his

dominions by not hearkening to his father's friends. He
was buried at Jerusalem in the sepulchres of the kings

;

and his son Abijah succeeded him in the kingdom, in the

eighteenth year of Jeroboam's reign over the ten tribes.

And this was the conclusion of these affairs. It is now
our business to relate the affairs of Jeroboam, and how
he ended his life : for he ceased not nor rested from being
outrageous to Grod, but every day raised up altars upon
high mountains, and went on making priests of the com-
mon people.

likely that Herodotus, because the Jews had lived long in Egypt,
and came out of it circumcised, did therefore think they had learned
circumcision in Egypt, and had it not before. Manetho, the famous
Egyptian chronologer and historian, who knew the history of his own
country much better than Herodotus, complains frequently of his mis-
takes about their affairs, as does Josephus more than once in this chap,
ter ; nor indeed does Herodotus seem at all acquainted with the affairs

of the Jews ; for as he never names them, so little or nothing of what
he says about them, their country, or maritime cities, two of which he
alone mentions, Cadytus and Jenysus, proves true ; nor indeed do there
appear to have ever been such cities on their coast.

—

W.
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CHAP. XI.

Concerning the Death of a Son of Jeroboam. How Jeroboam
was beaten by Abijah, who died a little afterwards and was
succeeded in Ms Kingdom by Asa. Also how, after the

Death of Jeroboam, Baasha destroyed his son Nadab, and
all the House of Jeroboam.

§1-
HOWEVER, G-od intended at no late date to recompense

Jeroboam's wicked actions, and the punishment they
deserved, upon his own head, and upon the head of all his

house. As a son of his, who was called Abijah, was ill at

that time, he enjoined his wife to lay aside her robes, and
to put on the dress of a private person, and to go to Ahijah
the prophet, for Jeroboam said he was a wonderful man
in foretelling future things, it having been he who told

him that he would be king. He also enjoined her, when
she got to him, to inquire concerning the lad, whether
he should recover, as if she were a stranger. And she did

as her husband bade her, and changed her dress, and went
to the city of Shiloh, for there did Ahijah Uve : and as she

was going into his house, as his eyes were then dim with

age, God appeared to him, and informed him of two things,

first that the wife of Jeroboamwas come to him, and secondly

what answer he should make to her inquiry. Accordingly,

as she was entering into the house like a private person

and a stranger, he cried out, " Come in, thou wife of

Jeroboam ! Wliy concealest thou thyself ? Thou art not

concealed from G-od, who hath appeared to me, and in-

formed me that thou wast coming, and hath commanded
me what to say to thee." Then he told her to return to her

husband, and speak to him as follows from G-od : "As
I made thee a great man when thou wast little, or rather

wast nothing, and rent the kingdom from the house of

David and gave it to thee, and thou hast been unmindful of

these benefits, and hast left off my worship, and hast made
thee molten gods and honoured them ; I will in like manner
cast thee down again, and will destroy all thy house, and
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make them food for dogs and birds ; for a certain king

shall he raised up by me over all this people, who shall

leave none of the family of Jeroboam remaining. The
people also shall themselves partake of the same punish-

ment, and shaU be cast out of this good land, and shall

be scattered into regions beyond the Euphrates, because

they have followed the wicked practices of their king, and
have worshipped the gods that he made, and forsaken my
sacrifices. And do thou, lady, make haste back to thy

husband, and tell him this message ; but thou shalt find

thy son dead, for as thou enterest the city he shall depart

this life : yet shall he be buried with the lamentation of

all the people, and honoured with a general mourning, for

he is the only good person in Jeroboam's family." When
the prophet had foretold these events, Jeroboam's wife

went away hastily with a troubled mind, and greatly

gi'ieved at the death of the forenamed lad. So she was
in lamentation as she went along the road, and mourned
for the impending death of her son, and was indeed in

a wretched condition at the unavoidable misery of his

death, and hastened on in circumstances very unfortunate

as to her son, for the greater despatch she made, the sooner

would she see her son dead, yet was she forced to make
such haste on account of her husband. And when she had
returned, she found that her son had given up the ghost,

as the prophet had said, and she told everything to the

king.

§ 2. However, Jeroboam did not lay any of these things

to heart, but he got together a numerous army, and
made a warlike expedition against Abijah, the son of

Rehoboam, who had succeeded his father as king over

the two tribes, for he despised him because of his age.

But when he heard of the expedition of Jeroboam, he was
not dismayed at it, but proved of a courageous temper of

mind, superior both to his youth and the hopes of his

enemy ; for he chose him an army out of the two tribes, and
met Jeroboam at a place called Mount Semaron,' and pitched

his camp near him, and made all necessary preparations

' In 2 Chron. xiii. -t, tlie place is called Mount Zemaraim, in the liill

country of Ephvaim ; it was perhaps in the neighbourhood of Khurbet
es-Samrah.



CHAP. XI.J ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 123

for the fight. His army consisted of four hundred thou-
sand, but the army of Jerohoam was double that. Now, as

the armies stood in battle array, ready for action and
dangers, and were just going to fight, Abijah stood upon an
elevated place, and beckoned with his hand, and desired the

people and Jeroboam himself to hear first with silence what
he had to say. And when silence was made, he began to

speak as follows. " That Grod gave David and his house the
kingdom for all time you yourselves are not ignorant ; so I
cannot but wonder how you should revolt from my father,

and join yourselves to his servant Jeroboam, and come now
with him here to fight against those who by God's own
will are to reign, and to deprive them of that dominion
which stiU belongs to them; for as to the greater part

of it Jeroboam is unjustly in possession of it. However, I

do not suppose he will enjoy it much longer, but when he
has paid G-od the penalty for what is past, he will leave ofE

the transgressions he has been guilty of, and the outrages

he has offered to him, and which he still continues to offer,

and has persuaded you to do the same
;
yet when you were

not any further unjustly treated by my father than that he
did not speak to you so as to please you, in compliance with

the advice of wicked men, you in anger seemingly forsook

him, but in reality you withdrew yourselves from God
and his laws. And yet it would have been well for you
to have forgiven a man young in age, and not used to court

popularity, not only some disagreeable words, but also if

his youth and unskilfulness in affairs had led him into

some unfortunate action, for the sake of his father Solo-

mon, and the benefits you received from him ; for men ought
to excuse the sins of the children on account of the good
deeds of the parents. But you considered nothing of all this

then, neither do you consider it now, as you are come with

so great an army against us. And what is it you depend

upon for victory ? is it upon the golden calves, and the

altars that you have on high places, which are proofs of

your impiety, and not of religious worship ? Or is it the

exceeding multitude of your army that makes you so san-

guine ? But certainly there is no strength at all in an

army of many myriads when the war is iinjust ; for we
ought to place our surest hopes of success against our
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enemies in righteousness alone, and in our piety towards

G-od, which hope we justly have, since we have kept the

laws from the beginning, and have worshipped our own
Grod, who was not made by hands out of corruptible matter,

nor devised by a wicked king to deceive the multitude,

but who is his own work, and the beginning and end of

all things. I therefore counsel you even now to repent,

and to take better advice, and to leave ofE the prosecution

of the war, and to call to mind the laws of your country,

and to reflect what it is that advanced you to so great a

position."

§ 3. This is the speech which Abijah made to the people.

But while he was still speaking, Jeroboam sent some of his

soldiers secretly to cut off Abijah in certain parts of the

camp that were not visible ; and when he was thus in the

reach of the enemy, his army was dismayed and their

courage failed them ; but Abijah encouraged them, and
exhorted them, to place their hopes ia G-od, for he could

not be cut off by the enemy. So they all at once implored

the divine assistance, while the priests sounded with the

trumpet, and shouted and fell upon their enemies, and
G-od broke the courage and impaired the strength of

their enemies, and made Abijah's army superior to

them. And G-od vouchsafed to grant them a wonderful

and very famous victory ; and such a slaughter was now
made of Jeroboam's army, as is never recorded to have
happened in any other war,' whether of G-reeks or Bar-

barians, for they slaughtered five hundred thousand of

their enemies, and they took their strongest cities by storm,

and spoiled them ; and they also did the same to Bethel

and her towns, and to Jeshanah'' and her towns. And

' By this terrible, and perfectly unparalleled slaughter of 500,000

men of the newly idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes, God's high dis-

pleasure and indignation against that idolatry and rebellion fully ap-

peared ; the remainder were thereby seriously cautioned not to persist

in them, and a kind of balance or equilibrium was made between the ten

and two tribes for the time to come ; for otherwise the perpetually

idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes would naturally have been too

powerful for the two tribes; which were pretty frequently free both

from such idolatry and rebellion ; nor is there any reason to doubt of

the truth of the prodigious number slain upon this occasion.—W.
^ 'Ain Sinia, in the valley north of Bethel.
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Jeroboam never recovered this defeat during the life of

Abijah, who did not long survive, for he reigned but three

years, and was buried in Jerusalem in the sepulchres of his

forefathers. He left behind him twenty-two sons, and
sixteen daughters ; and he had all these children by four-

teen wives ; and Asa his son succeeded him in the kingdom,
a young man whose mother was Maachah. During his

reign the country of the Israelites enjoyed peace for ten

years.

§ 4. So much for Abijah, the son of Eehoboam, the
son of Solomon, as his history has come down to us. As
for Jeroboam, the king of the ten tribes, he died when
he had governed them two-and-twenty years ; and his

son Nadab succeeded him, in the second year of the reign

of Asa. And Jeroboam's son reigned two years, and re-

sembled his father in impiety and wickedness. In those

two years he made an expedition against G-abatho,^ a city

of the Philistines, and sat down to take it by siege ; but

he was conspired against while he was there by a friend of

his, whose name was Baasha, the son of Machel, and was
slain ; and Baasha seized the kingdom after his death, and
destroyed the whole house of Jeroboam. It also came to

pass, according as Grod had foretold, that some of Jero-

boam's kindred that died in the city were torn to pieces

and devoured by dogs, and others of them that died

in the fields were torn and devoured by birds. So the

house of Jeroboam suffered the just punishment of his im-

piety and wicked actions.

^ Probably KibMeh, to the west of Timnathah, Tihneh.
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CHAP. XII.

How Zarah King of the Ethiopians was beaten by Asa ; and
how Asa, upon Baasha's making war against him, invited

the King of the Damascenes to assist him ; and how, on the

Destruction oftJie Souse of Baasha, Omri got the Kingdom,
and his Son Ahab after him.

§1-

NOW Asa, the king of Jerusalem, was of an excellent

character, and had a regard to God, and neither did

nor designed anything but what was pious and had rela-

tion to the observation of the laws. He made a reforma-
tion of his kingdom, and cut ofE whatever was wicked
therein, and purified it from every impurity. And he had
an army of chosen men armed with targets and spears,

of the tribe of Judah three hundred thousand, and of

the tribe of Benjamin two hundred and fifty thousand that
bore shields and drew bows. And when he had just reigned
ten years, Zarah king of Ethiopia made an expedition
against him, with a great army of nine hundred thousand
foot and one hundred thousand horse, and three hundred
chariots, and came as far as Mareshah,' a city that belonged
to the tribe of Judah. Now when Zarah had come so far

with his own army Asa met him, and put his army in battle

array over against him, in a valley called Saphtha,^ not far

from the city, and when he saw the multitude of the
Ethiopians, he cried out, and besought G-od to give him
the victory, and that he might kill many myriads of the
enemy. "For," said he, "I depend on nothing else but
the assistance which I expect from thee, which is able to

make the fewer superior to the more numerous, and the
weaker to the stronger, in venturing to meet Zarah and
fight him."

§ 2. While Asa was saying this, God signified that he
should be victorious, and joining battle cheerfully on ac-

' Khurbet Mer'ash.
" III 2 Chi-nn. xiv. 10, it is called the valley ofZepliathah, audit is now
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count of what Grod foretold about the issue of it, he slew a
great many of the Ethiopians, and when he had put them to

flight, he pursued them to the country near Gerar.' And
when he and his army left ofE killing their enemies, they be-

took themselves to spoiling them (for the city Gerar was
now taken), and to spoiling their camp, so that they carried

off much gold and silver, and a great deal of spoil, and
camels and beasts of burden and flocks of sheep. And when
Asa and his army had obtained such a victory and such
wealth from God, they returned to Jerusalem. Now, as they

were near the city, a prophet, whose name was Azariah, met
them on the road, and bade them stop their journey a little

;

and began to tell them that the reason why they had ob-

tained this victory from God was that they had shown
themselves righteous and religious men, and had done every-

thing according to the will of God. He said also that, if

they persevered therein, God would grant that they should

always overcome their enemies and live happily : but that,

if they left off his worship, all things should fall out con-

trary ; and a time should come, when no true prophet

should be left in the whole nation, nor a priest who should

^ive good advice, but their cities should be overthrown,

and their nation scattered over the whole earth, and live

the life of strangers and vagabonds. So he advised them,

while they had time, to be good, and not to deprive them-
selves of the favour of God. When the king and the

people heard this they rejoiced, and all in common, and
every one in particular, took great care to behave them-

selves righteously. The king also sent some to take care

that the people should observe the laws also throughout the

country.

§ 3. Such was the behaviour of Asa, king of the two tribes.

I now return to Baasha, the king of the people of the

Israelites, who slew Nadab, the son of Jeroboam, and

seized his kingdom. He dwelt in the city of Tirzah,^ having

m^ade that city his capital, and reigned twenty-four years.

He became more wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his

son. He ground down the people, and outraged God, who
sent the prophet Jehu to him, and told him beforehand,

' Kkurbet TJmm Jerrar, six miles south of Gaza.
" Now apparently Teiastr, eleven miles north of Shechem, Ndbhis.
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that he would destroy his whole family and bring the same
miseries on his house as had brought that of Jeroboam to

ruin, because, though he had been made king by him, he
had not requited his kindness by governing the people
righteously and religiously, (which things in the first

place tended to their own happiness, and were in the next

place pleasing to Grod,) but had imitated that very wicked
king Jeroboam ; and although that man's soul had perished,

yet did he express to the life his wickedness ; and he said

that he should therefore justly experience the like calamity

as him, as he had been guilty of the like wickedness.

But Baasha, though he heard beforehand what miseries

would befall him and his whole family for his audacious
behaviour, yet did not leave off his wicked practices for

the time to come, nor did he care to appear to be other

than worse and worse till he died, nor did he repent of his

past actions, nor endeavour to obtain pardon of Grod for

them, but (as those who have rewards proposed to them,
when they have once in earnest set about their work, do
not leave off their labours), so did Baasha, when the prophet
foretold to him what would come to pass, grow worse, as

if what were threatened, the ruin of his family and destruc-

tion of his house, (which are really among the greatest of

evils,) were good things ; and, as if he were an athlete for

wickedness, he every day took more and more pains about
it. And at last he took his army, and assaulted a certain

considerable city called Eamah,' which was forty furlongs
from Jerusalem ; and when he had taken it he fortified it,

having determined beforehand to leave a garrison in it,

and make it a point d'appui from whence they might make
raids and do mischief to the kingdom of Asa.

§ 4. And Asa being afraid of this hostile move of the
enemy, and reflecting how much mischief this army that
was left in Earnah might do to the country over which he
reigned, sent ambassadors to the king of the Damascenes
with gold and silver, begging for his assistance, and re-

minding him of their old mutual friendship in the times
of their forefathers. And he gladly received that sum
of money, and made a league with Asa, and broke off his

' Now er-Sdm, five miles north of Jerusalem.
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friendship witli Baasha, and sent the commanders of his
own forces to the cities that were under Baasha's do-
minion, and ordered them to do them mischief. So they
went and burnt some of them and spoiled others, as Ijon,'
and Dan," and Abellane,' and many others. Now when
the king of Israel heard this, he left ofE building and forti-

fying Bamah, and returned in haste to assist his own
people in their distress. So Asa made use of the materials
that Baasha had prepared for building Eamah, for build-
ing in the same place two strong cities, one of which was
called Greba,* and the other Mizpah.' And after this Baasha
had no leisure to make an expedition against Asa, for he
was prevented by death, and was buried in the city of
Tirzah, and Elah his son succeeded him, who died when he
had reigned two years, being treacherously slain by Zimri
the captain of half his army. For as Elah was feasting in
the house of his steward Olsa, Zimri persuaded some of

the horsemen that were under him to attack him, and so

he slew him, when he was without his armed men and
his captains, for they were all occupied in the siege of

Grabatho, a city of the PhiUstines.

§ 5. When Zimri, the general of the cavalry, had killed

Elah, he seized the kingdom himself, and according to
Jehu's prophecy, slew all the house of Baasha; for it came
to pass that Baasha's house utterly perished, on account of
his impiety, in the same maimer as I have already described
the destruction of the house of Jeroboam. But the army
that was besieging G-abatho, when they heard what had
befallen the king, and that Zimri when he had killed him
had seized the kingdom, made Omri their general king,

who drew off his army from G-abatho, and went to Tirzah "^

where the royal palace was, and assaulted that city and
took it by stoi"m. And when Zimri saw that the city had
none to defend it, he fled into the inmost part of the palace,

and set it on fire, and burnt himself with it, having been

' Apparently el-Kkiam, in the Merj 'Ayun.
2 TeUel-Kddy.
' The same as Abel Beth-Maacah, now Abl.
* Now Jeb'a, near Michmash.
" Not identified

;
possibly Neby Sanvwil.

^ Now Teidsir.

II. K
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king only seven days. Upon which the people of Israel

were at once divided, for part of them would have Tibni

to be king and part Omri ; but when those that were for

Omri's ruling had beaten Tibni, Omri reigned over all the

people. Now it was in the thirtieth year of the reign of

Asa that Omri began to reign, and he reigned for twelve

years ; six of those years he reigned in the city of Tirzah,

and the rest in the city called Semareon,^ known by the

Greeks as Samaria; but Omri called it Semareon from
Semar, who sold him the mountain whereon he built it.

Now Omri was no way different from those kings that

reigned before him, except that he was worse than they

;

for they all sought how they might turn away the people

from G-od by their daily wicked practices ; and so it was
that Grod made them to be slain by one another, and that

none of their families remained. Now this Omri died at

Samaria, and Ahab his son succeeded him.

§ 6. Now by these events we may learn what regard

God pays to the affairs of mankind, and how he loves good
men, but hates the wicked and destroys them root and
branch ; for many of these kings of Israel, they and their

families, were miserably destroyed and taken off by one
another, in a short time, for their transgressions and wicked-

ness ; but Asa, who was king of Jerusalem and of the

two tribes, attained, by God's blessing, a long and happy
old age, for his piety and righteousness, and died happily,

when he had reigned forty-one years : and when he was
dead, his son Jehoshaphat succeeded him in the kingdom.
He was the son of Asa, by his wife Abidah. And all men
allowed that he followed David his forefather both in

courage and piety, but I am not obliged now to speak any
more of the affairs of this king.

' Now Sebustieh, west of Ndblus.
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CHAP. XIII.

Sow Ahdb, when he had taken Jezebel to Wife, became more
wicked than all the Kings that had been before him,. Of
the Actions of the Prophet Elijah, and what befell Naboth.

§1.

NOW Aiab, the king of Israel, dwelt in Samaria, and
reigned for twenty-two years ; and made no alteration

in his conduct from that of the kings that were his prede-

cessors, except for the worse in such things as were of his

own invention, and in his most gross wickedness. He
imitated them in their wicked courses, and in their out-

rageous behaviour towards Grod, and more especially did

he rival the sin of Jeroboam : for he worshipped the calves

that he had made, and contrived other absurd objects of

worship besides them. He also took to wife the daughter
of Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians, whose
name was Jezebel, from whom he learned to worship her

own gods. This woman was active and bold, and fell

into so great a degree of wantonness and madness, that

she built a temple to the god of the Tyrians, whom they

call Belus, and planted a grove of all sorts of trees ; she

also appointed priests and false prophets to this god.

The king himself also had many such about him, and so

exceeded in folly and wickedness all his predecessors.

§ 2. And a prophet of the most high God, a native of

Thesbon,^ a town in Gilead, came to Ahab and told him
that God foretold he would not send rain nor dew for

several years upon the country till he himself should

aT)pear again. And when he had confirmed this by an
oath, he departed into the southern parts, and made his

abode by a torrent, out of which he had water to drink,

for as for his food ravens brought it him every day.

And when the river was dried up for want of rain, he

went to Zarephath," a city not far from Sidon and Tyre (for

' Not identified ; in the Bible Elijah is called ' the Tishbite,' as if the

name were Tishbi.
'' Now Sarafend, on the coast.
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it lay between them), at the command of God, for God
told him that he would find there a woman who was a
widow, that would give him sustenance. And when he
was not far from that city, he saw a woman that laboured
with her own hands gathering sticks ; and God informed
him, that this was the woman who was to give him sus-

tenance ; so he went up and greeted her, and asked her to

bring him some water to drink ; and as she was going
to do so he called her back, and bade her bring him a
loaf of bread also. Thereupon she affirmed with an oath

that she had at home nothing more than one handful of

meal and a little oil, and that she was going to gather
some sticks, that she might knead it and make bread for

herseK and her son ; after which she said they must
perish, and be consumed by famine, for they had nothing
for themselves any longer. Then he said, " Depart with
good courage, and hope for better things : and first of
all make me a little cake, and bring it to me, for I fore-

tell to you that the vessel of meal and cruse of oil shall

not fail, until God send rain." When the prophet had
said this, she went home ' and did as he told her, and
had part of the cake for herself, and gave the rest to

her son and the prophet, nor did the meal or oil fail until

the drought ceased. Now Menander mentions this drought
in his account of the acts of Ethbaal king of the Tyrians,

where he says as follows : "In his reign there was a want
of rain from the month Hyperberetaeus till the month
Hyperberetseus of the following year. And when he made
supplication there came great thunders. This Ethbaal
built the city of Botrys* in Phcenicia, and the city of Auza '

in Libya." By these words Menander designed this want
of rain that was in the days of Ahab, for it was at that
time that Ethbaal also reigned over the Tyrians.

§ 3. Now the woman of whom I said before that she
sustained the prophet, when her son fell so ill, that he
gave up the ghost and appeared to be dead, came to the
prophet weeping and beating her breast with her hands,
and sending out such expressions as her grief suggested

' I read Trapayevoiiivr] wpog airi'iv.

' Now Batrun, north of Jebeil, Byblos.
^ Now SHr Rezlan, near Hamea, in Algeria.
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to her, and complained to liim that lie had come to her to

convict her of her sins, and that was why her son was
dead. But he bade her be of good cheer, and deliver

her son to him, for he would restore him to her alive.

And when she had delivered her son up to him, he
carried him into the chamber where he himself lived,

and laid him down upon the bed, and cried unto G-od, and
said that Grod had not done well in rewarding the woman
who had entertained him, and sustained him, by taking

away her son ; and he prayed that he would send again

the soul of the child into him, and bring him to life again.

And Grod took pity on the mother, and was wilHng also to

gratify the prophet, that he might not seem to have come
to her to do her a mischief, and the child came to life

again beyond all expectation. Then the mother returned

the prophet thanks, and said she was now clearly satisfied

that Grod was with him.

§ 4. A little while after this Elijah, according to Grod's

will, went to king Ahab, to inform him that rainwas coming.

Now the famine had seized upon the whole country, and

there was a great want of what was necessary for sus-

tenance, insomuch, that it was not only men that were in

distress, but the earth itself also did not produce enough

for horses and other beasts of what was good for them to

feed on, by reason of the drought. So the king called

for Obadiah, who was steward over his cattle, and told

him that he would have him go to fountains of water and

brooks, that if any grass could be found by them, they

might mow it down, and reserve it for the beasts. And
when he had sent persons all over the land to discover the

prophet Elijah, and they could not find him, he bade

Obadiah accompany him on the search, and it was resolved

they should start and divide the roads between them, and

Obadiah should take one road, and the king another.

Now it happened, when Queen Jezebel slew the prophets,

that this Obadiah had hidden a hundred prophets in under-

ground caves, and had fed them at his own expense with

bread and water. And when Obadiah was alone and apart

from the king, the prophet Elijah met him ;
and Obadiah

asked him who he was, and when he had learned from

him, he prostrated himself before him. Elijah then bade
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him go to the king, and tell him that he was ready to wait
on him, but Obadiah replied, " What evil hare I done to
thee, that thou sendest me to one who seeketh to kill thee,
and hath sought all over the land for thee ? " He asked also
if he was so ignorant as not to know that the king had left
noplace untried, unto which he had not sent persons to
bring him back, in order, if they could take him, to have
him put to death ? And he told him he was afraid that
God would appear to Elijah again, and he would go away
to another place, and that when the king should send
him for Elijah, and he should miss of him, and the king
not be able to find him anywhere upon earth, he would be
put to death. He begged him therefore to think of his
safety, reminding him how diligently he had provided for
those of his own profession, for he had saved a hundred
prophets, when Jezebel slew the rest of them, and had
kept them concealed and fed them. But Elijah bade him
fear nothing, but go to the king, assuring him upon oath
that he would certainly show himself to Ahab that very
day.

§ 5. And when Obadiah had informed the king that
Elijah was there, Ahab met him, and asked him in anger,
if it was he that afflicted the people of the Hebrews, and
was the occasion of the drought. But Elijah, without any
flattery, said that Ahab himself and his house had brought
such sad afflictions upon them, by introducing strange
gods into their country and worshij^ping them, and by
leaving their own, who was the only true God, and paying
no longer any kind of regard to him. However he bade
him now go his way, and gather together to him to Mount
Carmel ' all the people and his own prophets and those of
his wife, telling him how many there were of them, as
also the prophets of the groves, about four hundred in
number. And when all the men whom Ahab sent for
hastened to the forenamed mountain, the prophet Elijah
stood in the midst of them, and said, " How long will you
live thus in uncertainty of mind and opinion P " He also
exhorted them, that in case they esteemed their own
national God to be the true and only God, they would

' Now Jebel Kurmul, south of Acre.
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follow him and Ms commandmeiits, but in case they es-

teemed him to be nothing, but thought they ought to

worship the strange gods, his counsel was that they should
follow them. And when the multitude made no answer
to this, Elijah asked, as a trial of the power of the strange
gods and of his God, that he, who was his only prophet,
while they had four hundred, might take a heifer and offer

it as a sacrifice, and lay it on a pile of wood, and not
kindle any fire, and they should do the same, and call

upon their gods to set the wood on fire, for if that were
done they would then learn the true nature of God. This
proposal pleased the people, so Elijah bade the prophets
choose out a heifer first and sacrifice it, and call on their

gods ; but when there appeared no effect from the prayer
and invocation of the prophets upon their sacrifice, Elijah

derided them, and bade them call upon their gods with a
loud voice, for they were peradventure on a journey, or

asleep ; and when these prophets had done so from morning
till noon, and cut themselves with swords and lancets,' ac-

cording to the custom of their country, and he was about to

offer his sacrifice, he bade the prophets go away, but bade the

people draw near and observe what he did, lest he should
privately hide fire among the cleft wood. Then, upon
the approach of the multitude, he took twelve stones, one
for each tribe of the people of the Hebrews, and built an
altar with them, and dug a very deep trench round it ; and
when he had laid the cleft wood upon the altar, and had
laid upon them his sacrifice, he ordered them to fill four

barrels with the water of the fountain, and to pour it upon
the altar, till it ran over it, and till the trench was filled

with the water poured into it. When he had done this,

he began to pray to God, and to call on him to make mani-
fest his power to a people that had already been in error

a long time. And as he was still speaking, fire came on a

sudden from heaven in the sight of the multitude, and fell

upon the altar, and consumed the sacrifice, till the very

water was set on fire, and the place became dry.

' Mr. Spanheim takes notice here, that in the worship of Mithra (the

"od of the Persians) the priests cut themselves in the same manner as

did these priests in their invocation of Baal (the god of the Phoenicians).

—W.
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§ 6. Now wlien the Israelites saw this, they fell down
upon the ground, and worshipped the one God, and called

him the greatest and only true G-od, while they called the

others mere names framed by the vile and foolish opinion

of men. And they took their prophets and slew them at

the command of Elijah. Elijah also told the king that

he might go to dinner without any further anxiety, for in

a little time he would see Grod would send them rain.

Ahab accordingly went his way, but Elijah went up to

the top of Mount Carmel, and sat down upon the ground,

and leaned his head upon his knees, and bade his servant

go up to a certain look-out-place, and look towards the

sea, and when he should see a cloud rising anywhere to

give him notice of it, for till then the sky had been clear.

When the servant had gone up, and had said several times

that he saw nothing, at the seventh time of his goiag

up, he said that he saw a small black thing in the sky, not

larger than a man's foot. When Elijah heard that, he sent

to Ahab, and recommended him to get down to the city

before the rain came down in torrents. So he went to the

city Jezreel,^ and in a little time the sky was obscured and
covered with clouds, and a strong wind came upon the earth,

and with it a great deal of rain. And the prophet was seized

with a divine enthusiasm, and ran along by the king's

chariot to Jezreel, a city belonging to Issachar.

§ 7. When Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, understood what
wonders Elijah had wrought, and how he had slain her
prophets, she was angry and sent messengers to him, and
by them threatened to kill him, as he had destroyed her
prophets. At this Elijah was terrified, and fled to the city

called Beersheba,' which is situated on the extreme borders

of the country belonging to the tribe of Judah, towards the
land of Edom ; and there he left his servant, and went
away into the desert. He prayed also that he might die (for

he was not better than his fathers, that he should be very
desirous to Uve since they were dead), and he lay down and
slept under a certain tree ; and when somebody awoke him,
he rose up and found food set by him and water. And
when he had eaten and recovered his strength by that food,

^ T.er'in. = Bir es-Seb'a.



CHAP. XIII.J ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 137

he went to the motmtaiii which is called Sinai, where Moses
is said to have received his laws from God ; and finding
there a certain hoUow cave, he entered into it, and con-
tinued to make his abode in it. But when a certain

voice came to him, whence he knew not, and asked him,
" Why he was come thither, and had left the city ? " he
said that because he had slain the prophets of the foreign

gods, and had persuaded the people that he alone whom
they had worshipped from the beginning was Grod, he was
sought for by the king's wife to be punished for so doing.

And when he had heard another voice, telUng him to come
out the next day into the open air, and he should then
know what he was to do, he came out of the cave the next
day, and not only heard an earthquake but saw the bright

hght of a fire ; and after an interval of silence a divine

voice exhorted him not to be dismayed by the circumstances

he was in, for none of his enemies should have power
over him. The voice also commanded him to return home,
and to appoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king over

the people, and Hazael of Damascus to be king over the

Syrians, and EUsha, of the city Abel,^ to be prophet in. his

room ; and said also that some of the impious multitude
should be slain by Hazael, and others by Jehu. And EUjah,
upon hearing this, returned into the land of the Hebrews.
And he found EHsha, the son of Shaphat, ploughing, and
some other persons with him driving twelve yoke of oxen,

and he went to him, and cast his own garment upon him
;

upon which Elisha began to prophesy at once, and leaving

his oxen, he followed Elijah. And when he desired leave

to salute his parents, Elijah bade him do so : and when he

had taken his leave of them, he followed him, and became
the disciple and attendant of Elijah aU the days of his

life. Such were the . affairs in which this prophet was
concerned.

§ 8. Now there was one Naboth in the city of Jezreel,

who had a field adjoining the king's property : and the king

asked him to sell him that field, which lay so near his own
land, at whatever price he pleased, that he might join them
together, and make one estate of them ; and if he would

' Abel-Meholah, now 'Aiu Helweh, nine and a half miles south of

Beisdn, Bethshean.
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not accept of money for it, he gave liim leave to choose
any of his other fields instead. But Naboth said he
would not do so, but would keep the possession of that
land of his own, which he had by inheritance from his

father. Upon this the king was grieved, as if he had re-

ceived an outrage, since he could not get another man's
possession, and he would neither take a bath nor any food :

and when Jezebel his wife asked him what it was that
troubled him ? and why he would neither bathe nor eat
either dinner or supper ? he related to her the perverseness
of Naboth, and how, though he had made use of gentle

words to him, and such as were beneath the royal authority,

he had been affronted in not obtaining what he asked for.

But she urged him not to be cast down at this, but to leave
off his grief, and return to the usual care of his body, for
she would see that Naboth was punished. And she im-
mediately sent a letter to the rulers of the Jezreelites in
Ahab's name, and commanded them to fast and call a
solemn assembly, and to set Naboth at their head, for he
was of an illustrious family, and to have three audacious
men ready to bear witness that he had blasphemed G-od
and the king, and then to stone him, and so to dispose of
him. Accordingly, when Naboth had been thus convicted,
as the queen had enjoined in her letter, of blasphemy
against God and Ahab the king, he was stoned to death by
the people. And when Jezebel had heard this, she went in
to the king, and bade him take possession of Naboth's vine-
yard at free cost. And Ahab was glad at what had been
done, and rose up immediately from the bed whereon he
lay, to go and see Naboth's vineyard. But God had great
indignation at it, and sent Elijah the prophet to the field

of Naboth, to meet Ahab and to ask him why he had slain
the true owner of that field unjustly. And when he came
to him, and the king had said that he had done with him
what he pleased (for he thought it a reproach to be thus
caught by him in his sin) Elijah said, that in the very place
in which the dead body of Naboth was eaten by dogs, both
his own blood and that of his wife should be shed, and that
all his family should perish, because he had been so in-

solently wicked, and had slain a citizen unjustly and con-
trary to the laws of his country. Then Ahab began to be
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sorry for the things he had done, and to repent of them,
and he put on sackcloth, and went barefoot, and would not
touch any food :

^ he also confessed his sins, and endea-
voured thus to appease Grod. So God said to the pro-
phet, that he would put off the punishment of his family
during Ahab's lifetime, because he repented of those inso-

lent crimes he had been guilty of, but that he would still

fulfil his threatening in the reign of Ahab's son. And this

message the prophet delivered to the king.

CHAP. XIV.

How Benhadad, King of Damascus and of Syria, made two
Expeditions against Ahab, and was beaten.

§1.
WHEN the affairs of Ahab were in this condition, at

that very time Benhadad the son of Hadad, who
was king of the Syrians and of Damascus, got together an
array out of all his country, and procured thirty-two
kings beyond the Euphrates as his aUies, and made an
expedition against Ahab. And because Ahab's array was
not equal to that of Benhadad's, he did not draw up his

men in battle array to fight him, but having shut up
everything in the strongest cities he had in the country,

he abode in Samaria himseK, for the walls about it were
very strong, and it appeared in other respects also not
easy to be taken. So the king of Syria took his army
with him, and went to Samaria, and placed his army
round about the city, and besieged it. He also sent a
herald to Ahab, and asked him to receive the ambas-
sadors he would send him, by whom he would let him
know his pleasure. And upon the king of Israel's per-

1 " The Jews weep to this day (says Jerome, here cited by Reland),

and roll themselves upon sackcloth, in ashes, barefoot, upon such occa-

sions." To which Spanheim adds, " That after the same manner, Bere-

nice, when her life was in danger, stood at the tribunal of Floras bare-

foot." Jewish War, ii. 15, § 1. See the like of David, 2 Sam. xv. 30,

Autiq. vii. 9, § 2.—W.
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mission for him to send, those ambassadors came, and,

by their king's command, said that Ahab's riches, and
his children and mves, were Benhadad's, and if he

would make an agreement, and give him leave to take as

much of them as he pleased, he would withdraw his army
and raise the siege. Upon this Ahab bade the ambassa-

dors go back, and tell their king, that both he himself and
all that he had were his possessions. And when these

ambassadors had told this to Benhadad, he sent to Ahab
once more and asked, since he confessed that all he had
was his, that he would admit those servants of his whom
he should send the next day ; and he commanded him to

deliver to those whom he should send, whatever, upon their

searching his palace and the houses of his friends and
kindred, they should find to be excellent, but what did not

please them they would leave to him. Ahab was angry at

this second message of the king of Syria, and gathered

together the multitude in assembly, and told them, that

for himself he was ready for their safety and peace to give

up his own wives and children to the enemy, and to yield

to him all his own possessions, for that was what the

Syrian king required at his first embassage. " But now
he has demanded to send his servants to search all our
houses, and to leave in them nothing that is most excellent,

seeking an occasion of fighting, knowing that I would not

spare what is mine own for your sakes, but taking a handle
from the disagreeable terms he offers you to bring on a
war. However, I will do what you shall think good."

Then the multitude advised him to hearken to none of

Benhadad's proposals, but to despise him, and be in readi-

ness to fight him. Accordingly, when he had given the
ambassadors the following answer to take back, that he
still continued in the mind to comply with the terms at

first asked, for the safety of the citizens, but as for Ben-
hadad's second demands he could not submit to them, he
dismissed them.

§ 2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he was indignant,

and sent ambassadors to Ahab the third time, and
threatened that his army would raise a bank higher than
those walls, relying upon whose strength he despised him,
and that by each man of his army merely taking a handful
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of earth, thus making a show of the great number of his

army, and endeavouring to frighten him. Ahab answered,
that he ought not to vaunt himself when he had only put
on his armour, but when he had conquered his enemies in the

battle. Then the ambassadors went back, and found Ben-
hadad at supper with his thirty-two kings, and informed him
of Ahab's answer ; and Benhadad immediately gave orders

for proceeding to draw lines round the city, and raise

earth-works, and to prosecute the siege in every way.
Now while this was being done, Ahab was in great agony,
and all his people with him ; but he took courage, and was
freed from his fears, by a certain prophet coming to him,
and saying to him, that Grod had promised to subdue so

many myriads of his enemies under him. And when he
inquired by whom the victory was to be obtained, he said,

" By the sons of the nobles, but under thy conduct as their

leader, by reason of their inexperience." tlpon this he called

for the sons of the nobles, and found them to amount to two
himdred and thirty-two persons, and when he was informed

that the king of Syria had betaken himself to feasting and
repose, he opened the gates and sent out the nobles' sons.

Now when the sentinels had informed Benhadad of this, he

sent some to meet them, and commanded them, that if

these men were come out for fighting, they should bind

them, and bring them to him ; and if they came out

peaceably, they were to do the same. Now Ahab had
another army ready within the walls, and the sons of the

nobles fell upon the out-posts, and slew many of them, and
pursued the rest of them to the camp ; and when the king

of Israel saw that they were victorious, he sent out all the

rest of his army, which falUng suddenly upon the Syrians,

beat them, for they did not think they would have come

out; on which account it was that they assaulted them
when they were naked ' and drunk, insomuch that they left

' Mr. Reland notes here very trnly, that the word ' naked,' does not

always signify entirely naked, but sometimes without men's usual

armour, or without their usual robes or upper garments ; as when Virgil

bids the husbandman plough naked and sow naked ; when Josephus

says, Antiq. iv. 3, § 2, that God had given the Jews the security of

armour when they were naked ; and when he here says, that Ahab

fell on the Syrians when they were both naked and drunk ; and when,

Antiq. xi. 5, § 8, he says that Nehemiah commanded those Jews that
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all their armour behind them when they fled out of the

camp, and the king himself only escaped with difficulty on a

swift horse. And Ahab went a great way in pursuit of the

Syrians, slaying them. And when he had spoiled their

camp, which contained a great many treasures, and also

a large quantity of gold and silver, he took Benhadad's
chariots and horses, and returned to Samaria. And as the

prophet told him that he ought to have his army ready,

because the Syrian king would make another expedition

against him the next year, Ahab made provision ac-

cordingly.

§ 3. Now Benhadad, when he had saved himself and as

much of his army as he could out of the battle, consulted

with his friends how he might make another expedition

against the Israelites. And those friends advised him not

to fight with them on the hills, because their God was
strong in such places, and so it had come to pass that

they had lately been beaten ; but they said, that if they

joined battle with them in the plain, they would beat them.

They also gave him this further advice, to send home those

kings whom he had brought as his allies, but to retain

their army, and to set satraps over it instead of them, and
to raise an army out of their country in place of the former

army which perished in battle, as also to get horses and
chariots. And he thought their counsel good, and mar-
shalled his host accordingly.

§ 4. At the beginning of spring Benhadad took his army
with him, and led it against the Hebrews, and when he was
come to a certain city which was called Aphek,' he pitched

were building the walls of Jerusalem, to take care to have tlieir armour
on upon occasion, that the enemy might not fall upon them naked. I

may add, that the case seems to be the same in the Scripture, where it

says, that Saul lay down naked among the prophets, 1 Sam. xix. 24,
when it says, that Isaiah walked naked and barefoot, Isa. xx. 2, 3, and
when it says, that Peter, before he girt his fishers coat to him. was
naked, John xxi. 7. What is said of David also gives light to this, who
was reproached by Michal for " dancing before the ark, and uncovering
himself in the eyes of his handmaids, as one of the vain fellows shame-
lessly uncovereth himself," 2 Sam. vi. 14-20

;
yet it is there expressly

said, V. 14, that "David was girded with a linen ephod," i. e. he had
lain aside his robes of state, and put on the sacerdotal, Levitical, (ir

.sacred garments, proper for such a solemnity.—W.
' Now Fik, to the east of the Sea of Galilee.
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his camp in the great plain.^ Ahab also went to meet
him with his army, and pitched his camp opposite him,
although his army was a small one in comparison to that

of the enemy. And the prophet came again to him, and
told him, that G-od would give him the victory, to prove
that his own power was not only on mountains but on
plains also ; which, it seems, was contrary to the opinion

of the Syrians. Both armies lay quiet in their respective

camps seven days, but on the last of those days, as the

enemy came out of their camp at daybreak, and put them-
selves in battle-array, Ahab also led out hisown armyagainst
them, and when the battle was joined, and obstinately con-

tested on both sides, Ahab put the enemy to flight, and pur-

sued them, and pressed them hard, and kept slaying them.
Many indeed were destroyed by their own chariots, and by
one another, nor could any but a few of them escape to the

city of Aphek. And twenty-seven thousand were killed by
the walls falling upon them, and there were slain in the

battle a hundred thousand also. But Benhadad, the king

of the Syrians, fled away, with some of his most faithful

servants, and hid himself in a cave under ground. But
when they told him that the kings of Israel were humane
and merciful men, and that they might make use of the

usual manner of supplication and obtain safety from Ahab,
in case he would give them leave to go to him, he gave them
leave accordingly. And they went to Ahab, clothed in sack-

cloth, with ropes about their heads,^ (for that was the ancient

manner of supplication among the Syrians,) and said that

Benhadad begged Ahab would save him, and promised he

would ever be a servant to him for that favour. Ahab replied

that he was glad that he was alive, and not hurt in the battle,

and also promised him the same honour and kindness that

a man would exhibit to his brother. So they received

assurances upon oath from Ahab, that when Benhadad
came to .him, he should receive no harm, and then went and
fetched him out of the cave wherein he lay hid, and
brought him to Ahab who was sitting in his chariot. And

1 That is the ' Mishor,' or upland plain, east of Jordan.
^ This manner of supplication for men's lives among the Syrians,

with ropes or halters about their heads, or necks, is, I suppose, no

strange thing in latter ages, even in our country.—W.
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Benhadad prostrated himself before him ; and Ahab gave
him his hand, and bade him come up to him into the
chariot, and kissed him, and bade him be of good cheer,

and not to expect that any harm should be done to him.
And Benhadad returned him thanks, and declared that he
would remember his kindness to him all the days of his

life : and promised he would restore those cities of the
Israelites which the kings his predecessors had taken from
them, and grant Ahab leave to come to Damascus, as his

own forefathers had had leave to go to Samaria. So they
confirmed their covenant by oaths, and Ahab made Ben-
hadad many presents, and sent him back to his own king-

dom. Such was the conclusion of the war that Benhadad
made against Ahab and the Israelites.

§ 5. But a certain prophet, whose name was Micaiah,'

came to one of the Israelites, and bade him smite him on
the head, for by so doing he would act according to the will

of God ; but as he would not do so, he foretold to him, that

since he disobeyed the commands of God, he should meet
with a lion and be destroyed by it. When this had be-

fallen the man, the prophet went again to another, and
gave him the same injunction, and he smote him, and broke
his head, upon which he bound it up, and went to the
king, and told him thathe had been a soldier of his, and had
had the custody of one of the prisoners committed to him
by an officer, and that the prisoner having run away, he was
in danger of losing his own life at the hands of that officer,

who had threatened him, if the prisoner escaped, that he
would kill him. And when Ahab had said that he would
justly die, he took off the bandage on his head, and was
recognized by the king to be Micaiah the prophet, who
made use of that artifice as a prelude to his subsequent

> It is here remarkable, that in Josephus's copy, this prophet whose
severe denunciation cif a disobedient person's slaughter by a lion had
lately come to pass, was no other than Micaiah the son of Imlah, who,
as he now denounced God's judgment on disobedient Ahab, seems
directly to have been that very prophet whom the same Ahab, in 1 Kings
xxii. 8-18, complains of, " as one whom he hated, because he did not
prophesy good concerning him, but evil," and who in that chapter openly
repeats his denunciations against him : all of which came to pass accord-

ingly : nor is there any reason to doubt but this and the former were
the very same prophet.—W.
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words. For he said that God would punish Ahab for suffer-

ing Benhadad, a blasphemer against him, to escape punish-
ment ; and that he would so bring it about, that he should
be killed by Benhadad, and his people by Benhadad'

s

army. Upon this Ahab was very angry at the prophet,

and commanded that he should be put in prison and there

kept ; but for himself, he returned to his own house con-

founded by the words of Micaiah.

CHAP. XV.

Concerning Jehosluvphat, the King of Jerusalem ; and how
Ahab made an Expedition against the Syrians, and was
assisted therein hy Jehoshaphat, hut was himself overcome

in Battle, and perished therein.

§1-
.

SUCH were the circumstances in which Ahab was. I

now ret*im to Jehoshaphat, the king of Jerusalem,

who augmented his kingdom, and put garrisons in the

cities of the country belonging to his subjects, and no
less into those cities which had been taken from the tribe

of Ephraim by his grandfather Abijah, when Jeroboam
reigned over the ten tribes. And he had God's gracious

assistance, as he was both righteous and religious, and
sought to do every day what would be agreeable and
acceptable to God. The kings also that were round about
him honoured him with the presents they made him, till

the riches he acquired were immensely great, and the glory

he gained was of a most exalted nature.

§ 2. Now in the third year of his reign he called together

the rulers of the country, and the priests, and commanded
them to go round the land, and teach all the people that

were under him, city by city, the laws of Moses, and to

observe them, and to be diligent in the worship of God.

With this the whole people were so pleased, that they

were not so eager about or so much in love with anything

as the observation of the laws. The neighbouring nations

also continued to love Jehoshaphat and to be at peace

II. !
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with him. The Philistines paid him their appointed
tribute, and the Arabians supplied him every year with

three hundred and sixty lambs, and as many kids of the

goats. He also fortified several great and important
cities, and prepared also a mighty army of soldiers and
weapons against his enemies. Now his army consisted of

three hundred thousand armed men of the tribe of Judah,

of whom Ednah was the chief ; and John was chief of two
hundred thousand, and was in command of the tribe of

Benjamin, and had two hundred thousand archers under

him. There was another chief, whose name was Ochobatus,

who had a hundred and eighty thousand armed men under

him. This host was ready for the king's service, besides

those soldiers whom he had distributed among the best

fortified cities.

§ 3. Jehoshaphat married his son Jehoram to the

daughter of Ahab, the king of the ten tribes, whose name
was AthaUah. And some time after when he went to

Samaria, Ahab received him courteously, and entertained

the army that accompanied him in a splendid manner
with plenty of com and wine and slain beasts, and
begged Jehoshaphat to join him in war against the king of

Syria, that he might recover from him the city of Eamoth
in Gilead ; ' for though it had belonged to his father, yet

had the king of Syria's father taken it away from him.

And upon Jehoshaphat's promise to afford him assistance

(and indeed his army was not inferior to Ahab's), and
sending for his army from Jerusalem to Samaria, the

two kings went out of the city, and each of them sat on
his own throne, and each gave their orders to their own
army. And Jehoshaphat bade them call some of the

prophets, if there were any there, and inquire of them
concerning this expedition against the king of Syria,

whether they would advise to make the expedition at that

time. For there was peace and friendship then between
Ahab and the king of Syria, which had lasted three years,

from the time Ahab had taken him captive till that

day.

§ 4. And Ahab called his own prophets, who were in

' See Antiq. iv. 7, § 4.
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number about four hundred, and bade them inquire of God
whether he would grant him the victory, if he made an
expedition against Benhadad, and enable him to overthrow
that city,' for which he was going to commence war. And
these prophets counselled his making this expedition now,
and said that he would beat the king of Syria, and would
get him as before into his power. But Jehoshaphat,
who saw by their words that they were false prophets,
asked Ahab, whether there was not some other prophet
that belonged to the true God, that they might have sure
information concerning the future. Then Ahab said that
there was indeed such a one, but that he hated him, as he
had prophesied evil to him, and had foretold that he should
be overcome and slain by the king of Syria, and that for
that cause he had him now in prison, and that his name
was Micaiah, the son of Imlah. But upon Jehoshaphat'

s

desire that he might be produced, Ahab sent an eunuch
who brought Micaiah to him. Now the eunuch had in-

formed him on the way, that aU the other prophets had
foretold that the king should gain the victory; but he
said that it was not lawful for him to lie against God, but
that he must speak whatever God should tell him about
the king. When therefore he came before Ahab, and
the king adjured him upon oath to speak the truth to
him, he said that God had showed to him the Israelites

running away, and pursued by the Syrians, and dispersed
upon the mountains by them, as flocks of sheep are dis-

persed when their shepherd is slain. He said further, that
God signified to him, that they should return in peace to

their own home, and that he only should fall in battle.

When Micaiah had thus spoken, Ahab said to Jehoshaphat,
" I told you a little while ago the disposition of the man with
regard to me, and that he is wont to prophesy evil concern-
ing me." Upon this Micaiah replied, that he ought to hear
all, whatever it was, that God foretold, and that they were
false prophets that encouraged him to make this war in

hope of victory, whereas he must fall in the battle. There-
upon the king was in suspense, but Zedekiah, one of the

false prophets, came near, and exhorted him not to hearken

^ Namely, Kamoth in Gilead.
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to Micaiah, for he did not at all speak the truth . As a proof
of this he instanced what Elijah had said, who was better

in foreseeing the future than Micaiah.' For he had fore-

told that dogs would Uck Ahab's blood in the city of Jezreel,

in the field of Naboth, as they had licked the blood of

Naboth, who owing to him was there stoned to death by
the people. It was plain therefore that this Micaiah was
a liar, as he contradicted a greater prophet than himself,

and said that Ahab would be slain in three days. He
added, " You shall soon know whether he be a true prophet,

and has the power of the divine spirit ; for I will smite
him, and let him then hurt my hand, as Jadon caused the
hand of Jeroboam the king to wither when he would have
arrested him; for I take it you have certainly heard of

that event." So when, upon his smiting Micaiah, no
harm happened to Zedekiah, Ahab took courage, and
readily led his army against the king of Syria. For I
suppose fate was too hard for him, and made him believe

that the false prophets spoke truer than the true one, that
it might get an opportunity of bringing him to his end.

Moreover Zedekiah made horns of iron, and told Ahab
that God signified by them that he should overthrow all

Syria. But Micaiah replied that Zedekiah, in a few days,
should go from one inner chamber to another to hide
himself, that he might escape the punishment of his

lying. Then did the king give orders that they should
take Micaiah away, and give tiim to Amon the governor of
the city to guard, with orders to supply him with nothing
but bread and water.

§ 5. Then did Ahab and Jehoshaphat the king of Jeru-
salem take their forces, and march to the city of Eamoth
in Gilead; and when the king of Syria heard of this
expedition, he led out his army against them, and
pitched his camp not far from Eamoth. Now Ahab and

' These reasonings of Zedekiah the false prophet, in order to per-
suade Ahab not to believe Micaiah the true prophet, are plausible, but
being omitted in our copies, we cannot now tell whence Joaephus got
them. That some such plausible objection was now raised against
Micaiah is very likely, otherwise Jehoshaphat, who used to disbelieve
all such false prophets, could never have been induced to accompany
Ahab in these desperate circumstances.—W.
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Jehoshaphat had agreed, that Ahab should lay aside his
royal robes, and that the Idng of Jerusalem should put
them on, and stand in front of the army, in order by this

artifice to prevent what Micaiah had foretold. But Ahab's
fate found him out though he was without his robes ; for

Benhadad the kiiig of Syria had charged his army, by their

commanders, to kill nobody else but only the king of Israel.

Now when the Syrians, upon their joining battle with the
Israelites, saw Jehoshaphat standing in front of the army,
they conjectured that he was Ahab, and rushed violently

at him, and surrounded him ; but when they got near, and
discovered that it was not he, they all returned back. And
though the fight lasted from daybreak till late in the

evening, and the Syrians were conquerors, they killed no-

body, as their king had commanded them, seeking to kill

Ahab only, but being unable to find him. But a young
servant of king Benhadad, whose name was Naaman, drew
his bow against the enemy, and wounded the king through
his breast-plates in the lungs. Upon this Ahab resolved

not to make known to his army what had happened, lest

they should run away, but bade the driver of his chariot

to turn it back and carry him out of the battle, for he

was sorely and even mortally wounded. However, he stayed

in his chariot and endured the para till sunset, and then

he fainted away and died.

§ 6. And the Syrian army at nightfall retired to their

camp, and when a herald gave notice that Ahab was dead,

they returned home. And they took the dead body of

Ahab to Samaria and buried it there, and when they had
washed his chariot, which was bloody with the dead body
of the kiag, ia the fountain of Jezreel,^ they acknowledged

that the prophecy of Elijah was true, for the dogs licked

his blood, and harlots continued thenceforwards to wash
themselves ia that fountain. But still he died atEamoth,
as Micaiah had foretold. Now as what was foretold by
the two prophets should happen to Ahab came to pass, we
ought thence to have high notions of God and everywhere

to honour and worship him, and never to suppose that

what is pleasant and agreeable is more worthy of belief

^ Tho spring below Zer'in.
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than what is true, and to esteem nothing more advan-
tageous than the gift of prophecy and the foreknowledge
of future events which is derived from it, since God shows
men thereby what they ought to avoid. We may also from
what happened to this king guess and infer as to the power
of fate, that there is no way of avoiding it, even when we
know it beferehand, for it creeps upon human souls, and
flatters them with pleasing hopes, till it leads them on
to where it will be too hard for them. Thus Ahab appears
to have been deceived thereby, so that he disbelieved those
that foretold his defeat, and by giving credit to those who
foretold what was pleasant to him, was slain. And his

son Ahaziah succeeded him.

BOOK IX.

CONTAINING THE INTBBVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIFTT
TEAES AND SEVEN MONTHS FEOM THE DEATH OF AHAB
TO THE CAPTIVITY OF THE TEN TRIBES.

CHAP. I.

Goncerning Jehoshaphat again ; how he appointed Judges,

and by God's assistance overcame his Enemies.

§1-

WHEN Jehoshapat the king returned to Jerusalem,
after the assistance he had afforded Ahab, the king

of Israel, when he fought with Benhadad king of Syria,

the prophet Jehu met him, and found fault with him for
assisting Ahab, a man both impious and wicked ; and told
him that God was displeased with him for so doing, but
had delivered him from the enemy, notwithstanding he
had sinned, because of his own disposition which was good.
Thereupon he betook himself to thanksgivings and sacri-

fices to God : after which he went all round the country
which he ruled, to teach the people thoroughly both the law
which God gavethem byMoses and the piety due to God. He
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also appointed judges in every one of the cities of Ms king-
dom, and charged them to have regard to nothing so much
in judging the people as to do justice, and not to be moved
by bribes, nor by the dignity of men eminent for either

their riches or birth, but to dispense justice equally to

aU, knowing that, G-od is cognizant of every secret action.

When he had himself instructed them thus, and gone over
every city of the two tribes, he returned to Jerusalem. He
there also appointed judges selected from the priests and
Levites and principal persons of the community, and ad-

monished them to pass all their sentences vnth care and
justice. And if any of the people of his country had
differences of great consequence, they were to send them
from the other cities to these judges, who would be obliged

to give righteous sentences concerning such cases ; and
that with the greater care, because it is proper that the

sentences given in that city where the temple of Grod is, and
wherein the king dwells, be given with great care, and the

utmost justice. And he set over them Amariah the priest

and Zabadiah, both of the tribe of Judah. Thus the king

ordered affairs.

§ 2. About the same time the Moabites and Ammonites
made an expedition against Jehoshaphat, and took with

them a great body of Arabians, and pitched their camp at

Engedi,' a city situate near the lake Asphaltitis, three

hundred furlongs from Jerusalem. In that place grows

the best kind of palm-trees, and the opobalsamum. Now
when Jehoshaphat heard that the enemies had crossed

over the lake, and had made an irruption already into the

country which belonged to his kingdom, he was dismayed,

and called the people of Jerusalem to an assembly in the

temple, and standing over against the holy place, called

upon Grod to give him power and strength to inflict punish-

ment on those that made this expedition against them (for

those who built this temple of Grod had prayed that he

would protect their city, and take vengeance on those that

were so bold as to come against it), for they were come to

take away that land which God had given them for a

possession. When he had prayed thus he wept, and the

• Now 'Ain Jidy, ou the western shore of the Dead Sea.
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whole multitude, together with their wives and children,

made their supplications also. And a certain prophet,

Jehaziel by name, came into the midst of the assembly, and
cried out, and told both the multitude and the king that

G-od heard their prayers, and promised to fight against

their enemies. He also gave order that the king should
draw out his forces next day to meet the enemies, and
he would find them between Jerusalem and the ascent of

Engedi, at a place called the Eminence,' and that he was not
to fight against them, but only stand still, and see how
Grod would fight agarast them. When the prophet had
said this, both the king and the multitude fell upon their

faces, and gave thanks to G-od, and worshipped him, and
the Levites continued singing hymns to G-od -with their in-

struments of music.

§ 3. As soon as it was day, and the king was come into

that wilderness which is under the city of Tekoa," he told

the multitude that they ought to give credit to what the
prophet had said, and not to set themselves in array for

fighting, but to set the priests with their trumpets, and
the Levites -with the singers of hymns, to give thanks to

G-od, as having already delivered their country from the
enemies. This opinion of the king pleased the people, and
they did what he advised them to do. And G-od caused a
terror and panic to arise among the Ammonites,who thought
one another to be enemies and slew one another, insomuch
that not one man escaped out of so great an army ; and
when Jehoshaphat looked upon the valley where their

enemies had encamped, and saw it full of dead men, he
rejoiced at so surprising an event as this assistance of

G-od, for he himself by his o-wn power and -without their

labour had given them the -victory. He also gave his army
leave to plunder the enemies' camp, and to spoil their dead
bodies ; and indeed so they did for three days together, till

they were weary, so great was the number of the slain

;

and on the fourth day all the people gathered together in
a certain hollow place or valley, and blessed God for his

1 In 2 Chron. xx. 16, " The end of the valley before the wilderness of
Jeruel," it must have been near ' the ascent of Ziz,' Wady Hmdsah.

' Now Khurbet TekiVa, five miles south of Bethlehom

.
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power and assistance, from which circumstance the place

had this name given it, the Valley of blessing.'

§ 4. And when the king had brought his army back
thence to Jerusalem, he betook himself to festivals and
sacrifices for many days. And indeed, after this destruc-

tion of their enemies came to the ears of foreign nations,

they were all greatly dismayed, supposing that God would
openly fight for Judah hereafter. And Jehoshaphat from
that time lived in great glory and splendour, on account of

his righteousness and piety towards Grod. He was also

friendly with Ahab's son who was king of Israel, and he
joined with him in the building of ships that were to sail

to Pontus,'' and the merchant cities of Thrace ; but he
failed of his gains, for the ships were destroyed by being

so big and unwieldly, so he no longer concerned himseK
about shipping. And this is the history of Jehoshaphat

the king of Jerusalem.

CHAP. n.

Of Ahaziah, the King of Israel, and again of the Prophet

Elijah,

§^-

AND Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, reigned over Israel, and

made his abode in Samaria. He was a wicked man,

and in aU respects like both his parents, and Jeroboam,

' The Wddy 'Arrub; a, trace of the name, Berachah, is found in the

ruin Breikut.
- What are here Pontus and Thrace, as the places whither Jeho-

shaphat's fleet sailed, are in our copies Ophir and Tarshish, and the

place whence it sailed is in them Eziongeber, which lay on the Red

Sea, whence it was impossible for any ships to sail to Pontus or

Thrace ; so that Josephus's copy differed from our copies, as is farther

plain from his own words, which render what we read, that the ships

were broken at Eziongeber, ' from their unwieldy greatness.' But so

far we may conclude, that Josephus thought one Ophir to be some-

where in the Mediterranean, and not in the South Sea, though perhaps

there might be another Ophir in that South Sea also, and that fleets

might then sail both from Phoenicia and from the Red Sea, to fetch the

gold of Ophir.—W.
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who first of all transgressed, and tegan to deceive the

people. In the second year of his reign the king of

Moab revolted from him, and left ofE paying the tribute

which he before paid to his father Ahab. Now it hap-

pened that Ahaziah, as he was coming down from the top

of his house, fell down from it, and in his illness sent to

Ekron ' to the goddess My, for that was the goddess' name,
to inquire about his recovery. But the God of the Hebrews
appeared to Elijah the prophet, and commanded him to

go and meet the messengers that were sent, and ask them
whether the people of Israel had not a God of their own,
that the king sent to a foreign god to inquire about his

recovery, and to bid them return and tell the king that he
would not recover. And when Elijah had done what God
commanded him, and the messengers had heard what he
said, they returned to the king immediately ; and when
the king wondered how they could return so soon, and
asked them the reason of it, they said, that a certain man
met them and forbade them to go any further ;

" but to

return and tell you, at the command of the God of Israel,

that your iUness will be fatal." And when the king bade
them describe the man that said this to them, they replied

that he was a hairy man, and was girt about with a girdle

of leather. And the king understood by this that the man
who was described by the messengers was Elijah ; so he
sent a captain to him with fifty soldiers, and com-
manded him to bring Elijah to him ; and when the
captain that was sent found Elijah sitting upon the top of

a hill, he commanded him to come down and to go with
him to the king, for so he had enjoined, for if he refused,

they would take him by force. Then Elijah said to

him, " That you may know whether I be a true pro-
phet, I will pray that fire may fall from heaven, and
destroy both the soldiers and yourself." So he prayed,
and a whirlwind of fire fell from heaven, and destroyed
the captain and those that were with him. And when "the

king was informed of the destruction of these men, he was
very an^ry, and sent another captain with the same
number of armed men as were sent before. And when

' 'Al:ir.
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this captain also threatened the prophet, that unless he
came down of his own accord, he would seize him and take
him away ; upon Elijah's prayer against him, fire from
heaven slew this captain and his company just as the other.
And when, upon inquiry, the king was informed of what had
happened to him, he sent out a third captain. But when
this captain, who was a wise man and of a mild disposi-
tion, came to the place where Elijah happened to be, he
spoke courteously to him, and said that Elijah knew that
it was against his own will, and only in submission to the
king's command, that he came unto him, as also those
that came before had not come willingly, but for the same
reason. He therefore begged him to have pity on those
armed men that were with him, and to come down and
follow him to the king. And Elijah Uked his discreet
words and courteous behaviour, and came down and fol-

lowed him. And when he came to the king, he prophesied
to him, and told him that God said, " Since thou hast
despised me as if I were not God, and so unable to fore-

tell the truth about thy illness, and hast sent to the goddess
of Ekron to inquire of her what will be the end of this

illness, know that thou shalt die."

§ 2. And the king in a very little time died, as Elijah
had foretold; and Joram his brother succeeded him ui

the kingdom, as he died childless. And this Joram was
like his father Ahab in wickedness, and reigned twelve
years, indulging himself in all sorts of wickedness and im-
piety towards God ; for, leaving ofE his worship, he wor-
shipped foreign gods : but in other respects he was an
active man. Now it was at this time that Elijah disap-

peared from among men, and no one knows of his death
to this day. And he left behind him a disciple EUsha, as

I have formerly declared. However, as to Elijah, and
as to Enoch, who was before the deluge, it is written in

the sacred books that they disappeared, and nobody knows
of their death.
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CHAP. III.

Sow Joram and Jehoshaphat made an Expedition against

the Moahites : as also concerning the Miracle of Elisha

;

and the Death of Jehoshaphat.

§1-

WHEN Joram had succeeded to the kingdom, he de-

termined to make an expedition against the king
of Moab, whose name was Misa ; for, as I said "before, he
had revolted from his brother Aiaziah, though he paid

as tribute to their father Aliab two hundred thousand
sheep with their fleeces. When therefore he had gathered

his own army together, he sent also to Jehoshaphat. and
entreated him, since he had been from the beginning a

friend to his father, to assist him in the war that he was
entering upon against the Moabites, who had revolted

from him.. And he not only promised himself to assist

him, but said he would also oblige the king of Edom, who
was under his authority, to make the same expedition also.

When Joram had received these assurances of assistance

from Jehoshaphat, he took his army with him and went
to Jerusalem, and when he had been sumptuously enter-

tained by the king of Jerusalem, it was resolved upon by
them to march against their enemies through the wilder-

ness of Edom, for they would not expect them to take

that road. So the three kings set out from Jerusalem,

namely, the kings of Judah and Israel and the king of

Edom. And when they had taken a circuitous route for

seven days, they were in distress from want of water for

the cattle and for the army, owing to their guides mistaking
the roads, so that they were all in an agony, especially

Joram, and cried to G-od by reason of their sorrow, and
[desired to know] what wickedness had been committed by
them, that induced him to deliver three kings together

without fighting into the hand of the king of Moab. But
Jehoshaphat, who was a righteous man, encouraged Joram,
and bade him send to the camp to know whether any
prophet of G-od was come along with them, " that we might
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by him learn from God what we should do." And when
one of the servants of Joram said that he had seen there

Elisha, the son of Shaphat, the disciple of Elijah, the three

kings went to him, at the entreaty of Jehoshaphat; and
when they were come to the prophet's tent, which tent was
pitched outside the camp, they asked him, "What would
become of the army ? " and Joram especially. And when
EUsha replied to him, that " he should not trouble him, but
go to his father's and mother's prophets, for they were true

prophets," he still begged him to prophesy and to save them.

But he swore by G-od, that he would not answer him
unless on account of Jehoshaphat, who was an holy and
righteous man ; and when, at his desire, they brought him
a man that could play on the harp, the divine spirit came
upon him as the music played, and he commanded them
to dig many trenches in the bed of the torrent : for he
said, " Though there appear neither cloud nor wind nor
storm of rain, ye shall see the river full of water, so that

the army and the cattle shall be saved for you by drinking

of it. Nor will this be all the favour that you shall

receive from G-od, but you shall also overcome your

enemies, and take the best and strongest cities of the

Moabites, and shall cut down their fruit-trees, and lay

waste their country, and stop up their fountains and
rivers."

§ 2. When the prophet had said this, the next day,

before sun-rise, the torrent ran strongly; for God had
caused it to rain very plentifully at the distance of three

days' journey into Edom ; so that the army and the cattle

found water to drink in abundance. And when the

Moabites heard that the three kings were advancing upon
them, and making their approach through the wilderness,

the king of Moab concentrated his army at once, and
commanded them to pitch their camp upon the moun-
tains, that when the enemies should attempt to enter

their country, it might not escape their notice. But when

at sun-rise they saw that the water in the torrent, for it

was not far from the land of Moab, was of the colour

of blood, for at such a time the water looks especially

red from the shining of the sun upon it, they formed

a false notion of the state of their enemies, as if they had
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slain one another mad for thirst, and the river ran with

their blood. So, supposing that this was the case, they

asked their king to send them out to spoil their enemies.

And they all went in haste, as to an advantage already

gained, and came to the enemy's camp, supposing them
destroyed. But their hope deceived them, for as their

enemies surrounded them, some of them were cut to

pieces, and others of them were dispersed and fled to their

own country. And when the three kings entered the land

of Moab, they overthrew the cities that were in it, and
ravaged and spoiled their fields, filling them with stones

out of the brooks, and cut down the best of their trees,

and stopped up their fountains of water, and overthrew

their walls to their foundations. And the king of Moab,

being hard pressed by siege, and seeing his city in danger

of being taken by storm, made a sally, and went out with

seven hundred horsemen to try and break through the

enemies' lines in that quarter where he thought the watch

was kept most negligently: but when, upon trial, he

could not get away, for he happened on a place that was
carefully watched, he returned into the city, and did a

thing that showed the utmost despair and distress. For
he took his eldest son, who was to reign after him, and
lifting him up upon the wall, that he might be visible to

all the enemies, he offered him as a whole burnt-offering

to G-od. And when the kings saw his action, they com-
miserated the distress that was the occasion of it, and
were so affected by humanity and pity, that they raised

the siege, and every one returned to his own country. And
Jehoshaphat returned to Jerusalem, and continued in peace

there, but outlived this expedition but a very little time,

and then died, having lived in all sixty years, and of them
reigned twenty-five. He was buried in a magnificent

manner in Jerusalem, for he had imitated the actions of

David.
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CHAP. IV.

Jwam succeeds JeAosJiaphat : how Jorani, his Namesake,
King of Israel, fought with the Syrians ; and the Miracles
that were done by the Prophet Elisha.

§ 1.

T EHOSHAPHAT left a good number of children, but lie

J appointed Hs eldest son Jorani to be his successor, who
had the same name as his mother's brother, the son of
Ahab, who was king of Israel. Now when the king of
Israel returned from the land of Moab to Samaria, he had
with him Elisha the prophet, whose acts I intend to relate

particularly, for they are remarkable and worthy to be re-

corded, as we have them set down in the sacred books.

§ 2. For they say that the widow of Obadiah,' Ahab's
steward, came to him ; and said, that he was not ignorant
how her husband had saved alive the prophets that were
sought to be slain by Jezebel, the wife of Ahab ; for she
said that he had hid a hundred of them, and had borrowed
money for their maintenance ; and that, after her husband's
death, she and her children were carried away to be made
slaves by the creditors ; and she begged him to have mercy
upon her on account of what her husband had done, and
afford her some assistance. And when he asked her what
she had in the house, she said, " Nothing but a very small
quantity of oil in a cruse." And the prophet bade her go
away, and borrow a great many empty vessels of her neigh-

^ That this woman who cried to Elisha, and who in our Bible is

styled ' the wife of one of the prophets,' 2 Kings iv. l , was no other
than the widow of Obadiah, the good steward of Ahab, is confirmed bj'

the Chaldee paraphrast, and by the rabbins and others. Nor is that

unlikely which Josephus here adds, that these debts were contracted by
her husband for the support of those ' hundred of the Lord's prophets,

whom he maintained by fifty in a cave,' in the days of Ahab and Jezebel,

1 Kings xviii. 4, which circumstance rendered it liighly fit that the

prophet Elisha should provide her a remedy, and enable her to redeem
herself and her sons from the fear of that slavery which insolvent

debtors were liable to by the law of Moses, Lev. xxv. 39, Matt, xviii.

25, which he did accordingly, with God's help, at the expense of a

miracle.—W.
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bours, and when she had shut her chamber door, to ponr
the oil into them all, for God would fill them full. And
when the woman had done what she was commanded to

do, and bade her children bring every one of the vessels,

and all were filled and not one left empty, she came to the

prophet, and told him that they were all full : upon which

he advised her to go away, and seU the oil, and pay the

creditors what was owing to them, and there would be some
surplus over from the price of the oil, which she might
devote to the maintenance of her children. And thus did

Elisha discharge the woman's debts, and free her from the

vexation of her creditors.

§ 3. Elisha also sent a hasty message to Joram,' and
exhorted him to take care of that place, for there were

some Syrians lying in ambush there to kill him. So the

king did as the prophet exhorted him, and avoided going a
hunting. And when Benhadad failed in his scheme, he
was wroth with his own servants, as if they had betrayed

his ambush to Joram, and sent for them, and said they

were the betrayers of his secrets, and threatened that he
would put them to death, since his intention, which he had
intrusted to none but them, was yet made known to his

enemy. And when one of those that were present told

him not to be under a false impression, nor suspect that

they had discovered to his enemy his sending men to kill

him, but to know that it was Elisha the prophet who had
discovered all to him, and revealed his plan, he gave order

that they should send some to learn in what city Elisha

dwelt. And those that were sent brought word that he

^ Dr. Hudson, with very good reason, suspects that there is no small

omission in our present copies of Josephus just before the beginning of
this section, and chiefly as to that distinct account which he had given us
reason to expect in the first section, and to which he seems to refer,

chap. viii. § 6, concerning the glorious miracles which Elisha wrought,
which indeed in our Bibles are not a few, 2 Kings iv.-ix., but of which
we have several omitted in Josephus's present copies. One of those
histories, omitted at present, was evidently in his Bible, I mean that of
the curing of Naaman's leprosy, 2 Kings v., for he plainly alludes to it,

b. iii. chap. xi. § 4, where he observes, that " there were lepers in many
nations who were yet held in honour, and not only free from reproach
and exile, but who had been great captains of armies, and been in-

trusted with high offices in their commonwealths, and had had the
privilege of entering into holy places and temples."—W.
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was in Dothaa.^ So Benhadad sent to that city a great
army with horses and chariots to take EHsha. And they
encompassed the city round about by night, and watched
it, and when the prophet's servant in the morning perceived
this, and that his enemies sought to take Elisha, he came
rnnning and crying out in an alarmed manner to him, and
told him of it. But he encouraged him and bade him not
be afraid, and besought God, whose assistance prevented
his feeling fear himself, to manifest to his servant his power
and presence, as far as was possible, in order to inspire

him with hope and courage. And God heard the prayer
of the prophet, and made his servant see a multitude of

chariots and horses surrounding Elisha, so that he laid

aside his fear, and his courage revived at the sight of the

army he supposed come to their assistance. After this

Elisha entreated God, that he would dim the eyes of their

enemies, and cast a mist before them, whereby they might
not discern him. When this was done, he went into the

midst of his enemies, and asked whom they came to seek ?

And when they repUed " the prophet Elisha," he promised
he would deliver him to them, if they would follow him to

the city where he happened to be. And these men were so

blinded by God in their sight and mind, that they followed

Elisha very readily. And when he had brought them to

Samaria, he ordered Joram the king to shut the gates, and
to place his own army round the Syrians, and prayed to

God to clear the eyes of their enemies, and take the mist

from before them. Accordingly, when they were freed from
the darkness they had been in, they saw themselves in the

midst of their enemies, and the Syrians were strangely

amazed and alarmed, as was but likely, at an action so

divine and surprising ; and when king Joram asked the

prophet, if he would give him leave to shoot them, Elisha

forbade him so to do ; for he said, that it was just to kill

those that were taken in battle, but that those men had

done his country no harm, but, without knowing it, were

come there by divine power. And his counsel was to treat

them in a hospitable manner at the king's table, and then

to send them away without hurting them. And Joram

1 Now Tell Bothdn, north of Samaria.

II. M
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hearkened to the prophet, and when he had feasted the

Syrians in a splendid and magnificent manner, he sent them
back to Benhadad their king.

§ 4. Now when those men were come back, and had
showed Benhadad what had befallen them, he wondered
at the strangeness of it, and at the appearance and power
of the God of Israel, as also at the prophet with whom
God so evidently was ; so he determined to make no more
secret attempts upon the king of Israel, out of fear of

Elisha, but resolved to make open war against him, sup-

posing he would be more than a match for his enemies

owing to his numerous and powerful army. So he made
an expedition with a great force against joram, who, not

thinking himself a match for the Syrians, shut himself up
in Samaria, relying on the strength of its walls ; but Ben-
hadad supposed he should take the city, if not by his

engines of war, yet by reducing the Samaritans by famine
and want of necessaries, so he brought up his army and
besieged the city. And the supply of necessaries so failed

Joram, that from the extremity of want an ass's head was
sold in Samaria for fourscore pieces of silver, and the

Hebrews bought a pint of dove's dung instead of salt for

five pieces of silver. Now Joram was afraid that some-
body would betray the city to the enemy because of the

famine, and went every day round the walls and the

guards, to see whether any such traitor were among them,
and by being thus seen, and taking such care, he deprived
them of the opportunity of contriving any such thing, and
if they had a mind to do it, he, by this means, prevented
them. And on a certain woman's crying out, " Have pity on
me, my lord," as he thought that she was about to ask for

something to eat, he was angry and imprecated God's
curse upon her, and said he had neither threshing-floor

nor wine-press, whence he might give her any thing at her
petition. Upon this she said she did not desire his aid in

any such thing, nor wanted to trouble him about food, but
desired that he would do her justice on another woman.
And when he bade her say on, and let him know what she

desired, she said that she had made an agreement with the

other woman, who was her neighbour and friend, because
the famine and want was intolerable, that they should
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Mil their children (each of them having a son), and live

upon them in turn for two days. " And I killed my
son the first day, and we both lived upon him yesterday,
but she will not do the same thing, but has broken her
agreement, and hid her son." This mightily grieved

Joram when he heard it, and he rent his garment, and
cried out with a loud voice, and was filled with wrath
against Elisha the prophet, and eagerly desired to have
him slain, because he had not prayed to God to provide

them some way and means of escape from the miseries

by which they were surrounded, and he sent some one
away immediately to cut ofE his head. And he hurried ofE

to kill the prophet, but Elisha was not unacquainted with
the wrath of the king against him ; for as he sat in his

house by himself, with none but his disciples about him,

lie told them, that Joram, the son of a murderer, had sent

some one to take off his head ;
" but," continued he,

" when he that is commanded to do this comes, take care

that you do not let him come in, but shut the door in his

face, and hold it fast, for the king himself will shortly

follow him, and come to me, having altered his mind."

And they did as they were bidden, when he that was
sent by the king to kill Elisha came. Now Joram had
repented of his wrath against the prophet, and fearing that

he who was commanded to Mil him would have done it

before he came, he made haste to hinder the murder and
to save the prophet. But when he got to him, he accused

him of not praying to Grod for their deliverance from

the miseries they now lay under, and of not caring about

their perishing so sadly under them. Thereupon EUsha
promised that the very next day, at the very same hour in

which the king came to him, they should have great plenty

of food, and that two measures of barley should be sold

in the market for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour

should be bought for a shekel. This prediction made Joram
and those that were present very joyful, for they did not

hesitate to believe what the prophet said, on account of

the experience they had had of the truth of his former

predictions, and the expectation of plenty made the want
and distress they were in that day appear a light thing to

them. But the captain of the third band, who was a
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friend of the king, and on whom the king then leaned,

said, " You talk of incredible things, prophet ! for as it

is impossible for God to rain down torrents of barley or
fine flour out of heaven, so it is impossible that what you
say should come to pass." To which the prophet made
this reply, " You yourself shall see these things come to

pass, but shall not partake of any of them."

§ 5. Now what EUsha had thus foretold came to pass in

the manner following. There was a law at Samaria, that
those that had the leprosy, and whose bodies were not
clean from it, should abide without the city. Now there
were four men that on this account abode before the gates,

and nobody gave them any food because of the extremity
of the famine : and as they were prohibited from entering
into the city by the law, and considered that even if

they were permitted to enter, they should miserably
perish by the famine, while if they remained where they
were they should suffer in the same manner, they resolved
to deliver themselves up to the enemy, for if they spared
them they would Uve, but if they should be killed they
would be fortunate in their death. So when they had
determined on this resolution, they went by night to
the enemies' camp. Now Q-od had begun to frighten

and disturb the Syrians, and to bring the noise of chariots

and armour to their ears, as though an army were ad-
vancing upon them, and had made them suspect that it

was coming nearer and nearer to them. In short, they
were in such a panic about this army, that they left their

tents, and ran together to Benhadad, and said that Joram
the king of Israel had hired as allies both the king of
Egypt and the king of the islands, and was leading them
against them, for they heard the noise of them coming.
And Benhadad believed what they said (for there came
the same noise to his ears as to theirs), and so they fell

into a mighty alarm and panic, and left their horses and
beasts and immense riches in their camp, and betook
themselves to flight. And those lepers who had departed
from Samaria and gone to the camp of the Syrians, of

whom I made mention a little before, when they got to

the camp, observed nothing but great quietness and
silence : accordingly they entered into it, and went hastily
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into one of the tents, and as they saw nobody there, they
ate and drank, and carried away garments and a great
quantity of gold out of the camp and hid it, after which
they went into another tent, and carried off what was in

it, as they did at the former, and this they did several

times, without the least interruption from anybody. So
they inferred thereby that the enemies were departed

;

whereupon they reproached themselves for not informing
Joram and the citizens of it. So they came to the walls

of Samaria, and called aloud to the watchmen, and told

them about the enemies, and they told the king's guards,

through whom Joram came to know of it ; and he sent for

his friends, and the captains of his host, and said to them,
" I suspect that this departure of the king of Syria is an
ambush and piece of treachery, and that he is in despair

of ruining you by famine, so, as you imagine the Syrians to

have fled away, he tempts you to come out of the city to

spoil their camp, that he may then fall upon you on a

sudden, and not only kill you, but take the city without

fighting. So I exhort you to guard the city carefully, and
by no means to go out of it, or proudly to despise your
enemies, as though they were really gone away." And a

certain person said, that the king did very well and wisely

to entertain such a suspicion, but still he advised him to

send a couple of horsemen to search all the country as far

as the Jordan, and if they were seized by an ambush of

the enemy and cut to pieces, they might preserve the army
from going out as if they suspected nothing, and suffering

the like misfortune : and those horsemen might be added
to those that had died by the famine, supposing they were

intercepted and slain by the enemy. And the king was
pleased with this advice, and sent such as might search

out the truth, who journeyed over a road that was without

any enemies, and found it full of provisions and of weapons,

that they had thrown away and left behind them, in order

to be unimpeded and expeditious in their flight. When the

king heard this, he sent out the multitude to plunder the

camp. And their gains were not things of small value,

but they took a great quantity of gold, and a great quantity

of silver, and droves of all kinds of cattle. They also got

possession of such innumerable quantities of wheat and
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barley, as they never in the least dreamed of, and were not
only freed from their former miseries, but had such plenty,

that two measures of barley were bought for a shekel, and
a measure of fine flour for a shekel, according to the pro-

phecy of Elisha. Now a measure is equal to a peck and a
half.' And the captain of the third band was the only
man that received no benefit from this plenty ; for as he was
appointed by the king in charge of the gate to prevent too

great a crowd of the multitude endangering one another
and perishing by treading on one another in the press, he
suffered himself in that very way, and died in that very
manner, as Elisha had foretold his death, when he alone

of them all disbelieved what the prophet said concerning

that plentiful supply of provisions which they should soon
have.

§ 6. Now when Benhadad, the king of Syria, had got
safe to Damascus, and understood that it was God himseM
that had cast all his army into this alarm and panic, and
that it did not arise from the invasion of enemies, he was
mightily dejected at his having God so greatly for his

enemy, and fell iU. Now it happened that Elisha the
prophet, at that time, had gone out of his own country to
Damascus, of which Benhadad was informed : so he sent

Hazael, the most faithful of all his servants, to meet him,
and to carry him presents, and bade him inquire of him
about his illness, and whether he should recover from it.

And Hazael went to Elisha with forty camels, that carried

the best and most precious things that the country of
Damascus afforded, as well as those that the king's

palace supplied, and saluted him kindly, and said that he
was sent to him by king Benhadad, to bring him pre-

sents and to inquire concerning his illness, whether he
would recover from it or no. Whereupon the prophet
bade him not tell the king the melancholy news, but said
he would die. And the king's servant was troubled to
hear it, and Elisha wept also, and his tears ran down plen-

tifully as he foresaw what miseries his people would
undergo after the death of Benhadad. And when Hazael
asked him what was the reason of his distress, he said,

Literally, " to an Italian modius."
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" I weep out of compassion for the multitude of the
Israelites, and for the terrible miseries they will suffer by
thee. For thou wilt slay the strongest of them, and burn
their strongest cities, and destroy their children, and dash
them against the stones, and wilt rip up their women with
child." And when Hazael said, " How shall I haTe power
enough to do such things ? " the prophet replied, that G-od

had informed him that he should be king of Syria. And
when Hazael returned to Benhadad, he told him good
news concerning his Ulness, but the next day he spread a
wet cloth in the nature of a net over him, and so strangled

him, and took his dominion. He was an active man, and
had to an eminent degree the good-will of the Syrians, and
of the people of Damascus, by whom both Benhadad him-
self, and Hazael who ruled after him, are honoured to this

day as gods by reason of their benefactions, and their

building of temples, by which they adorned the city of the

Damascenes. They also every day have a procession in

honour of these kings, and pride themselves on their anti-

quity, not knowing that these kings are much later than

they imagine, and not yet eleven hundred years old. And
when Joram, the king of Israel, heard that Benhadad was
dead, he breathed agaiu from the terror and dread he

had been in on his account, and was very glad to live in

peace.

CHAP. V.

Of the Wickedness of Joram King of Jerusalem. His Defeat

and Death.

N'
§1-

OW Joram the king of Jerusalem, who, as I before

said, had the same name as the king of Israel, as

soon as he had received the kingdom, betook himself to the

slaughter of his brothers and the chief of his father's

friends, and so made a beginning and demonstration of

his wickedness ; nor was he at aU better than those kings

of Israel who first transgressed the national laws of the

Hebrews, and God's worship. And Athaliah, the daughter
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of ALab, whom he had married, taught him to be a bad
man in other respects, and also to worship foreign gods.

Now God would not quite root out this family, because of

the promise he had made to David. Howeyer, Joram did

not leave ofE the introduction of innovations every day, to

the propagation of impiety and the ruin of the national

customs. And as the Edomites had about that time re-

volted from him, and slain their former king, who had
been loyal to his father, and had set up one of their own
choosing, Joram feU upon the land of Edom by night with

the horsemen and chariots that were about him, and
destroyed those Edomites that lay near to his own king-

dom, but did not proceed further. However, this expe-

dition did him no service, for they all revolted from him,

as also those that dwelt in the country of Libnah.^ He
was indeed so mad, as to compel the people to go up to

the high places of the mountains and worship strange

gods.

§ 2. As he was acting thus, and had entirely cast his

own country's laws out of his mind, there was brought him
a letter from Elijah the prophet,^ which declared that G-od

would execute great judgments upon him, because he had
not imitated his fathers, but had followed the wicked
courses of the kings of Israel, and had compelled the tribe

of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem to leave the holy
worship of their national God and to worship idols, as Ahab
had compelled the Israelites to do, and because he had
slain his brothers, and the men that were good and righ-

teous. And the prophet predicted in this letter what punish-

ment he should undergo for these crimes,—namely, the de-

struction of his people and the slaughter of the king's own
wives and children, and that he should himself die of a
disease in his bowels after long torments, his bowels falling

' Not identified ; apparently the same place as the Libnah in the

lowland of Judah,
^ This letter, in some copies of Josephus, is said to come to Joram

from Elijah, with this addition, " for he was yet upon earth," which
could not be true of Elijah, who, as all agree, was gone from the earth
about four years before, and could only be true of Elisha : nor, perhaps,

is there any more mystery here, than that the name of Elijah has very
anciently crept into the text instead of Elisha, by the copiers, there

being nothing in any copy of that letter peculiar to Elijah.—W.
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out by the excessive inward rottenness of the parts ; inso-

much that though he should see his own misery, he should

not be able at all to help himself, but should die in that

manner. This was what Elijah predicted in that letter.

§ 3. Not long after this an army of those Arabians that

lived very near Ethiopia, and of the Philistines, fell upon the

kingdom of Joram, and spoiled the country and the king's

house, and moreover slew his sons and his wives : one only

of his sons was left him, who escaped the enemy ; his name
was Ahaziah. After this calamity he himself fell ill of the

disease which was foretold by the prophet, and was ill a

great while (for God inflicted upon him this punishment ia

his belly in his wrath against him), and he died miserably,

and saw his own bowels fall out. The people also treated

his dead body with contempt, I suppose because they

thought that such death came upon him by the wrath of

God, and that therefore he was not worthy to partake of

such a funeral as became kings. Accordingly they neither

buried him in the sepidchres of his fathers, nor vouchsafed

him any honours, but buried him like a private man. And
he had lived forty years, and reigned eight ; and the people

of Jerusalem delivered the kingdom to his son Ahaziah.

CHAP. YI.

Hmu Jehu was anointed King of Israel, and slew hath Joram

and Ahaziah ; as also what he did for the Punishment of

the WicJced.

NOW Joram the king of Israel after the death of Ben-

hadad hoped that he might take Eamoth, a city of

Gilead, from the Syrians. Accordingly he made an expe-

dition agaiust it with a great army, but as he was besieging

it, an arrow was shot at him by one of the Syrians, but the

wound was not mortal, so he returned to have it healed in

Jezreel, but left his whole army in Kamoth, and Jehu the

son of Nimshi as its general, for he had already taken the

city by storm, and he proposed, after he was healed, to

make war on the Syrians again. But Elisha the prophet
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sent one of his disciples to Ramoth, and gave him the holy
oil to anoint Jehu with, and he was to tell him that God
had chosen him to be king. He also sent him to say other

things to him, and bade him take his journey as if he fled,

that when he came away he might escape the knowledge of

all men. So when he was come to the city, he found Jehu
sitting in the midst of the captains of the army, as Elisha

had foretold to him. So he went up to him, and said that

he desired to speak with him about certain matters ; and
when he rose up and followed him into an inner chamber,
the young man took the oil and poured it on his head,

and said, that God elected him to be king, to destroy

the house of Ahab, and to revenge the blood of the pro-

phets that were unjustly slain by Jezebel, that so their

house might utterly perish, as those of Jeroboam the son

of Nebat, and of Baasha, had perished for their wicked-

ness, and that no seed might remain of Ahab's family.

And when he had said this, he went away hastily out of

the chamber, and endeavoured not to be seen by any of the

army.

§ 2. Then Jehu came out, and went back to the place

where he had before been sitting with the captains. And
when they asked him, and desired him to tell them, why
it was that this young man came to him, and also add^'d

that he was mad, he repUed, "You guess right, for the words
he spoke were the words of a madman." And as they were
very eager about the matter, and desired he would tell them,

he answered, that God had said, he had chosen him to be
king over the people. When he had said this, every one
of them put off his garment and strewed it under him, and
blew with trumpets, and proclaimed that Jehu was king.

And when he had got his army together, he proposed to

set out immediately against Joram for the city of Jezreel,

where, as I said before, he was getting healed of the wound
which he had received in the siege of Eamoth. It happened
also that Ahaziah, king of Jerusalem, had now come to visit

Joram (for he was his sister's son, as I have said already),

to see how he did after his wound on account of their kin-

dred. Now as Jehu was desirous to fall upon Joram and
those who were with him unexpectedly, he desired that none
of the soldiers should escape and tell Joram what had hap-
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pened, for to prevent this would be an evident proof of

their kindness to him, and would show that their real in-

clinations were to make him king.

§ 3. And they were pleased with what he proposed, and
guarded the roads, lest anybody should privately report

Jehu's intentions to those that were at Jezreel. And Jehu
took with him some chosen horsemen, and sat upon his

chariot, and started for Jezreel. And when he was come
near, the watchman, whom Joram had put there to spy out
such as were coming to the city, saw Jehu advancing, and told

Joram that he saw a troop of horsemen advancing. Upon
this Joram immediately gave orders, that one of his horse-

men should be sent out to meet them, and to know who it

was that was coming. So when the horseman came up to

Jehu, he asked him in what condition the army was ; for he
said the king wanted to know ; but Jehu bade him not to

meddle at all with such matters, but to follow him. When
the watchman saw this, he told Joram that the horseman
had joined the company, and was coming along with them.

And when the king had sent a second messenger, Jehu com-
manded him to do as the former had done. And when the

watchman told this also to Joram, at last he mounted his

chariot himself, together with Ahaziah, the king of Jeru-

salem, who, as I said before, was there to see how Joram did,

after he had been wounded, being his relation. So he went

out to meet Jehu, who marched slowly,' and in good order

;

and when Joram met him in the field of Naboth, he asked

him if all things were well in the camp ? But Jehu re-

proached him bitterly, and ventured to call his mother a

witch and harlot. Upon this the king, fearing his intention,

and suspecting he meant no good, turned his chariot about

as soon as he could and fled, and said to Ahaziah, "We are

fought against by deceit and treachery." But Jehu drew

' Our copies say, that this " driving of the chariots was like the

driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he driveth furiously,"' 2 Kings

ix. 20, whereas Josephus's copy, as he understood it, was this, that, un

the contrary, Jehu marched slowly, and in good order. Nor can it be

denied, that since there was interval enough for king Joram to send out

two horsemen, one after another, to Jehu, and at length to go out with

kin" Ahaziah to meet him, and all this after he was come within sight

of the watchman, and before he was come to Jezreel, the probability is

greatly on the side of Josephus's copy or interpretation.—W.
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his bow, and smote him, the arrow going through his heart

;

so Joram fell down immediately on his knee, and gave up
-the ghost. Jehu also gave orders to Bidkar, the captain of

the third division of his army, to cast the dead body of

Joram into the field of Naboth, reminding him of the pro-

phecy which EHjah prophesied to Ahab his father after

he had slain Naboth, that both he and his family should
perish in that place, for as they sat behind Ahab's chariot

they heard the prophet say so, and now it was come to

pass according to his prophecy. Now when Joram had
fallen, Ahaziah was afraid for his own life, and turned his

chariot into another road, supposing he should not be noticed

by Jehu ; but he followed after him, and overtook him at

a certain acclivity, and drew his bow and wounded him.
And he left his chariot, and got upon his horse, and fled

from Jehu to Megiddo,' and though his wound was attended

to, in a little time he died there of it, and was carried

to Jerusalem, and buried there, after he had reigned one
year, and had proved a wicked man and worse than his

father.

§ 4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel

adorned herself and stood upon the tower, and said, " he
was a fine servant that killed his master." And when
he looked up to her, he asked who she was, and com-
manded her to come down to him. At last he ordered the

eunuchs to throw her down from the tower, and being

thrown down, she besprinkled the wall with her blood, and
was trodden upon by the horses, and so died. When this

was done, Jehu went to the palace with his friends, and
refreshed himself after his journey both with other things

and a meal. He also bade his servants take up Jezebel

and bury her, because of the nobility of her race, for she
was descended from kings ; but those that were bidden
to bury her found nothing remaining but the extremities

of her body, for all the rest was eaten by dogs. When
Jehu heard this, he marvelled at the prophecy of Elijah, for

he foretold that she should perish in this manner at Jezreel.

§ 5. Now Ahab had seventy sons who were being brought
up in Samaria. So Jehu sent two letters, one to those

^ Now el-Lejjiin , on the south side of the plain of Esdraelon.
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who were bringing up the young princes, the other to the-

rulers of Samaria, and wrote in them that they should set

up the most valiant of Aiab's sons for king, for they had
abundance of chariots and horses and armour, and a great

army and fenced cities, and by so doing they might avenge
the murder of Ahab. This he wrote to test the intentions

of the people of Samaria. Now when the rulers and those-

that were bringing up the young princes read the letters,

they were afraid, and considering that they were not at all

able to oppose Jehu, who had already subdued two very

great kings, they returned him answer that they owned him
for their lord, and would do whatever he bade them. So.

he wrote back to them bidding them obey him and cut

ofE the heads of Ahab's sons, and send them to him.

Accordingly, the rulers sent for those that were bringing

up the sons of Ahab, and commanded them to slay them,

and cut ofE their heads and send them to Jehu. So-

they did what they were commanded, omitting nothing

at all, and put the heads in wicker baskets, and sent

them to Jezreel. And when Jehu, as he was at supper
with his friends, was informed that the heads of Ahab's

sons were brought, he ordered them to make two heaps of

them, one on each side of the gates, and in the morning he

went out to take a view of them, and when he saw them,,

he began to say to the people that were present, that he

conspired himself against his master and slew him, but

he had not slain all these ; and he desired them to take

notice that all things had come to pass to Ahab's family

according to Grod's prophecy, and that his house had
perished as Elijah had foretold. And when he had further

destroyed all the kindred of Ahab that were found in

Jezreel, he went to Samaria ; and as he was upon the road,

he met the relations of Ahaziah, king of Jerusalem, and
asked them, whither they were going ? And when they re-

plied, that they came to salute Joram, and their own king

Ahaziah (for they knew not that he had slain them both),

Jehu gave orders that they should take them and kill them,

being in number forty-two persons.

§ 6. After these there met him a good and righteous

man, whose name was Jonadab, who had been his friend

of old. He saluted Jehu, and began to commend him, be-
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cause he had done everything according to the will of G-od,

in extirpating the house of Ahab. And Jehu desired him
to come up into his chariot, and to make his entry with
him into Samaria, and told him that he would show him
that he would not spare one wicked man, but would punish
the false prophets and false priests, and those that deceived

the multitude, and persuaded them to leave the worship
of Grod Almighty, and to worship foreign gods ; for it

was a most excellent and most pleasing sight to a good
and righteous man to see the wicked punished. And
Jonadab was persuaded by these arguments, and got up
into Jehu's chariot, and went with him to Samaria. And
Jehu sought out all Ahab's kindred and slew them. And
being desirous that none of the false prophets nor the

priests of Ahab's gods should escape punishment, he
took them all deceitfully by the following wile. He
gathered all the people together, and said that he would
worship twice as many gods as Ahab worshipped, and de-

sired that their priests and prophets and servants might
be present, for he would offer costly and great sacrifices to

Ahab's gods, and if any of his priests were wanting, they
should be punished with death. Now Ahab's god was
called Baal. And when he had appointed a day on which
he would offer the sacrifices, he sent messengers throughout
all the country of the Israelites to bring the priests of Baal
to him. Then Jehu commanded to give all the priests vest-

ments ; and when they had received them, he went into

the temple of Baal with his friend Jonadab, and gave
orders to make search, whether there was any foreigner

or stranger among them, for he would have no stranger
mix in their sacred rites. And when they said that there

was no stranger there, and were beginning their sacrifices,

he placed without fourscore of his soldiers whom he knew
to be most faithful to him, and bade them slay the false

prophets, and vindicate now the laws of their country,
which had been a long time neglected. He also threatened,
that if any one of them escaped, their own lives should go
for them. So they slew them all with the sword, and
burnt the temple of Baal, and so purged Samaria of
foreign customs. Now this Baal was the god of the
Tyrians ; and Ahab, in order to gratify his father-in-law
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Ethbaal, who was the king of Tyre and Sidon, had built
a temple for him in Samaria, and appointed him prophets,
and worshipped liim with all sorts of worship. Howbeit,
when this god was demolished, Jehu permitted the Israel-
ites to worship the golden calves. But because he had
done thus to Baal, and taken care to punish the wicked,
God foretold by his prophet that his sons should reign
over Israel for four generations. Such is the history of
Jehu.

CHAP. vn.

How Athaliah reigned over Jerusalem for six Years, when
Jehoiada the High Priest slew her, and rnade Joash, the

Son of Ahaziah, King.

§1-

NOW when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, heard of
the death of her brother Joram, and of her son Ahaziah,

and of all the royal family, she was anxious that none of
the house of David should be left alive, but that the whole
family should be exterminated, that no king might arise

out of it afterwards. And she thought she had actually
extirminated them all, but one of Ahaziah's sons was pre-

served, who escaped death in the following manner. Ahaziah
had a sister by the same father, whose name was Jehosheba,
and she was married to the high priest Jehoiada. She went
into the kiag's palace, and found Joash, for that was the
little boy's name, who was not above a year old, among
those that were slain, but concealed with his nurse, and
she took him with her into a secret bedchamber, and shut
him up there, and she and her husband Jehoiada brought
him up privately in the temple six years, during which
time Athaliah reigned over Jerusalem and the two tribes.

§ 2. Now in the seventh year Jehoiada communicated
the matter to some five of the captains of hundreds, and
persuaded them to join him in his attempt against Atha-
liah, and in procuring the kingdom for Joash. He also

exacted such oaths from them as are proper to secure con-

spirators from the fear of discovery ; and he was then of

good hope, that they should depose Athaliah. And those
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men whom Jehoiada the priest had taken to be his con-

federates, went over all the country, and gathered together

the priests and Levites and heads of the tribes, and came
and brought them to Jerusalem to the high priest. And
he demanded the security of an oath of them, to keep pri-

vate whatever he should reveal to them, which required

both their silence and assistance. And when they had
taken the oath, and had thereby made it safe for him to

speak, he produced the boy that he had brought up of the

family of David, and said to them, " This is your king, of

that house which you know God foretold should reign over

you for all time to come. I recommend that three divisions

of you guard him in the temple, and that a fourth keep
watch at all the gates of the temple, and that a fifth,

keep guard at the gate which opens and leads to the king's

palace, and let the rest of the multitude be unarmed in the

temple, and let no armed person go into the temple, but
the priest only." He also gave them this order besides,

that a part of the priests and the Levites should be about
the person of the king himself, and guard him with their

swords drawn, and kill that man immediately, whoever
he was, that should be so bold as to enter armed into

the temple ; and bade them be afraid of nobody, but per-

severe in guarding the king. And these men obeyed
what the high priest advised them to, and showed the

reality of their resolution by their actions. Jehoiada
also opened the armoury which David had made in the
temple, and distributed to the captains of hundreds, as

also to the priests and Levites, all the spears and quivers

and whatever other weapons it contained, and set them
armed in a circle round about the temple, so as to touch
one another, by that means excluding those from enter-

ing that ought not to enter. Then they brought the boy
into the midst, and put on him the royal crown, and Je-

hoiada anointed him with the holy oil, and proclaimed
him king. And the multitude rejoiced, and applauded,

and cried out, " God save the king !

"

§ 3. When Athaliah unexpectedly heard the tumult and
acclamations, she was greatly disturbed in her mind, and
came quickly out of the royal palace with her army ; and
when she was come to the temple, the priests received her.
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but as for those that stood round about the temple, as

they had been ordered by the high priest to do, they hin-

dered the armed mien that followed her from going in.

And when Athaliah saw the boy standing on a platform
with the royal crown on his head, she rent her clothes, and
vehemently cried out, and commanded [her guards] to kill

him that had laid snares for her, and endeavoured to

deprive her of the kingdom. But Jehoiada called for the

captains of hundreds, and commanded them to take

Athaliah to the valley of Cedron, and slay her there, for

he would not have the temple defiled with the punishment
of this abandoned woman ; and he gave orders, if any one
came near to help her, that he should be slain also. So
those that had the charge of her slaughter, took hold of

her, and led her to the gate of the king's mules, and slew

her there.

§ 4. Now as soon as AthaUah was cunningly despatched

in this manner, Jehoiada called together the people and
the armed men into the temple, and made them take

an oath that they would be loyal to the king, and take

care of his safety and the safety of his realm. After

that he obliged the king to give security on oath that he

would worship God, and not transgress the laws of Moses.

They then ran to the temple of Baal, which Athaliah and
her husband Joram had built, to the dishonour of the

God of their fathers, and to the honour of Ahab, and
demolished it, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal. And
Jehoiada intrusted the care and custody of the temple to

the priests and Levites, according to the appointment of

king David, and enjoined them to bring their regular

burnt-offerings twice a day, and to offer incense according

to the law. He also appointed some of the Levites and

porters to be a guard to the temple, that no one that was

defiled might enter in.

§ 5. And when Jehoiada had set these things severally in

order, he, with the captains of hundreds and the rulers

and all the people, brought Joash out of the temple iato

the king's palace, and when he had set him upon the king's

throne, the people shouted for joy, and betook themselves

to feasting, and kept a festival for many days ; for the

city was quiet upon the death of Athaliah. Now Joash

II. N
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was seven years old when he took the kingdom : his

mother's name was Zibiah, of the city of Beersheba.' And
all the time that Jehoiada lived Joash was very careful

that the laws should be kept, and zealous in the wor-
ship of God. And when he was of age, he married two
vyives who were found for him by the high priest, by
whom he had both sons and daughters. And thus much
shall suffice to have related concerning king Joash, how he
escaped the treachery of Athaliah, and took over the

kingdom.

CHAP. VIII.

Hazael makes an Expedition against the People of Israel,

and the Inhabitants of Jerusalem. Jehu dies, and Jehoahaz
succeeds him. Joash, the King of Jerusalem, is at first

careful about the Worship of God, but afterwards becomes

impious, and commands Zachariah to be stoned. When
Joash King of Judah was dead, Amaziah his son succeeds

him in the Kingdom.
§1-

NOW Hazael, king of Syria, fought against the Israelites

and their king Jehu, and ravaged the eastern parts

of the country beyond Jordan which belonged to the
Eeubenites and Q-adites and half the tribe of Manasseh,
as also Grilead and Bashan, burning and spoiling, and
offering violence to all that he laid his hands on ; and this

without hindrance from Jehu, who made no haste to

defend the country when it was in this distress : nay, he
was become a contemner of religion, and a despiser of

holiness and of the laws ; and died when he had reigned
over the Israelites twenty-seven years. He was buried in

Samaria : and left his son Jehoahaz as his successor in the
kingdom.

§ 2. Now Joash, king of Jerusalem, had a desire to

repair the temple of God ; so he called Jehoiada, and bade
him send the Levites and priests through all the country
to ask half a shekel of silver of every jjerson towards the

1 Blr es-Seb'a.
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restoration and repairing of the temple, whicli was brought
to decay by Joram, and Athaliah, and her sons. But the
high priest did not do this, concluding that no one would
willingly pay that money, but in the twenty-third year of

Joash's reign, when the king sent for him and the Levites,

and complained that they had not obeyed what he had
enjoined them, and commanded them for the future to see

to the restoration of the temple, he used the following
stratagem for collecting the money, with which the multi-
tude was pleased. He made a wooden chest, and closed
it up fast on all sides, but opened one hole in it ; he then
put it in the temple beside the altar, and desired every one
to cast into it what he pleased through the hole for the
restoration of the temple. This contrivance was acceptable

to the people, and they vied with one another in bringing
in large quantities of silver and gold ; and when the scribe

and the priest that were over the treasuries had emptied
the chest, and counted the money in the king's presence,

they then set it in its former place, and this they did every

day. But when the multitude appeared to have cast in as

much money as was wanted, the high priest Jehoiada and
king Joash sent to hire masons and carpenters, and to

buy large pieces of timber of the finest sort, and when they

had repaired the temple, they made use of the remaining
gold and silver, which was not a little, for bowls and
basons and cups and other vessels, and continued every

day to make the altar fat with costly sacrifices. And
these things met with suitable attention as long as Jehoiada

lived.

§ 3. But as soon as he was dead (which was when he

had lived a hundred and thirty years, having been a

righteous and in every respect a good man, and he was
buried in the king's sepulchre at Jerusalem, because he

had recovered the kingdom to the family of David) king

Joash gave up his care about Grod. The leading men of

the people were also corrupt together with him, and
offended against their duty, and against what was con-

sidered to be most for their good. And Grod was dis-

pleased at this change in the king and the rest of the

people, and sent prophets to testify to them how bad their

actions were, and to stop them from their wickedness.
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But they had got such a strong affection and so violent an
inclination to it, that neither could the example of those

that had before them offered affronts to the laws and had
been so severely punished they and their entire families,

nor could the fear of what the prophets now foretold

bring them to repentance, and turn them back from their

course of transgression. But the king even commanded
that Zachariah, the son of the high priest Jehoiada, should

be stoned to death in the temple, and forgot the kindnesses

he had received from his father ; for when G-od appointed

Zachariah to prophesy, he stood in the midst of the multi-

tude, and gave this counsel to them and to the king, that

they should act righteously, and foretold to them that, if

they would not hearken to his admonitions, they should

suffer a heavy punishment. And Zachariah when dying
appealed to G-od to witness and avenge what he suffered

for the good counsel he had given them, and how he
perished in a most severe and violent manner for the good
deeds his father had done to Joash.

§ 4. However, it was not long before the king suffered

punishment for his lawlessness. For when Hazael, king
of Syria, invaded his country, and had overthrown G-ath

and spoiled it, he made an expedition against Jerusalem.

Upon this Joash was afraid, and emptied all the treasures

of God, and of the kings before him, and took down
the gifts that had been dedicated in the temple, and
sent them to the king of Syria, and procured so much
by them, that he was not besieged, nor utterly undone,
for Hazael was induced by the greatness of the sum of

money not to bring his army against Jerusalem. But
Joash fell into a severe illness, and was attacked by the
friends of Zachariah the son of Jehoiada, in order to
revenge his death. They conspired against the king, and
slew him. He was indeed buried in Jerusalem, but not in

the royal sepulchres of his forefathers, because of his im-
piety. He Uved forty-seven years, and Amaziah his son
succeeded him in the kingdom.

§ 5. In the one-and-twentieth year of the reign of
Joash, Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, became king of the
IsraeUtes at Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. He
did not imitate his father, but was guilty of as wicked
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practices as those who first held God in contempt: but
the king of Syria brought him low, and by an expedition
against him did so reduce his forces, that there remained
no more of his great army than ten thousand foot and
fifty horse. He also took away from him his great
and many cities, and destroyed his army. Now the king
of Israel sufEered these things according to the pro-
phecy of Elisha, when he foretold that Hazael should kill

his master, and reign over the Syrians and Damascenes.
But when Jehoahaz was in such extreme miseries, he had
recourse to prayer and supplication to Grod, and besought
him to deliver him out of the hands of Hazael, and not
allow him to be reduced by him. And G-od accepted his

repentance as virtue, being desirous rather to admonish
the powerful, and not to determine that they should be
utterly destroyed, and granted him deliverance from war
and dangers. So the country having obtained peace,
returned again to its former condition, and flourished as
before.

§ 6. Now after the death of Jehoahaz, his son Joash took
the kingdom, in the thirty-seventh year of king Joash of

the tribe of Judah. This Joash then took the kingdom of

Israel in Samaria, and had the same name as the king of

Jerusalem, and retained the kingdom sixteen years. He
was a good man, and in his disposition not at all like his

father. Now at this time the king of Israel came to

visit EUsha the prophet, who was already very old, and
was now fallen into an illness, and when Joash found
him very near death, he began to weep in his sight and
lament, and call him his father and protector, because
it was by his means that he never made use of his

weapons against his enemies, but overcame his adversaries

by his prophecies without fighting ; but now he was de-

parting this life, and leaving him to the Syrians, that were
already armed, and to other enemies of his ; and he added
that it was not safe for him to Uve any longer, but that it

would be well for him to hasten to his end, and depart out

of this life with him. As the king was bemoaning this

state of affairs, EUsha comforted him, and bade the king

bend a bow that was brought him : and when the king

had fitted the bow for shooting, Elisha took hold of his
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hands and bade him shoot. And when he had shot three

arrows, and then left off, Elisha said, " If thou hadst shot

more arrows, thou wouldst have cut the kingdom of Syria up
by the roots, but since thou hast been satisfied with shooting

three times only, thou shalt fight and beat the Syrians no
more than three times, that thou mayest recover that

country which they cut off from thy kingdom in the reign

of thy father." And when the king heard that he de-

parted, and a little while after the prophet died. He was
a man celebrated for righteousness, and iii eminent favour
with God. He also performed wonderful and surprising

works by prophecy, and such as were gloriously preserved
in memory among the Hebrews. He had a magnificent

funeral, such a one indeed as it was fit a person so beloved

of God should have. Now it happened at that time that

certain robbers cast a man whom they had slain into

Elisha's grave, and upon his dead body coming close to

EHsha's body, he came to life again. Thus much have I
enlarged on Elisha the prophet, both as to what he fore-

told while he was alive, and how he had a divine power
after his death also.

§ 7. Now upon the death of Hazael, the king of Syria,

the kingdom came to Adad his son, with whom Joash king
of Israel made war, and beat him in three battles, and
took from him all that country, and all those cities and
villages, which his father Hazael had taken from the
kingdom of Israel. Now this came to pass according to
the prophecy of Elisha. And when Joash happened to

die, he was buried in Samaria, and the kingdom came to
his son Jeroboam.
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CHAP. IX.

How Amaziah made an Expedition against the Edomites and
Amalekites, and conquered them ; but when he afterwards
made War against Joash, he was beaten, and not long after
was slain, and Uzziah succeeded him in the Kingdom,.

NOW in the second year of the reign of Joash over
Israel, Amaziah became king over the tribe of

Judah at Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jehoad-
dan, and she was bom at Jerusalem. He was exceed-
ingly careful in doing what was right, and that though
he was very young. And when he came to the manage-
ment of affairs and into the kingdom, he resolved that he
ought first of all to avenge his father Joash, and to punish
those friends of his that had laid violent hands upon him

;

so he seized upon them all, and put them to death, yet did

he execute no severity upon their children, but acted

therein according to the law of Moses, who did not think

it just to punish children for the sins of their fathers.

After this he chose him an army out of the tribe of Judah
and Benjamin, of such as were in the flower of their age,

and about twenty years old : and when he had collected

together about three hundred thousand of them, he set

captains of hundreds over them. He also sent to the king

of Israel, and hired a hundred thousand of his soldiers for

a hundred talents of silver. Por he had resolved to make
an expedition against the nations of the Amalekites, and
Edomites, and Gebalites : but as he was preparing for his

expedition, and ready to start, a prophet counselled him to

dismiss the army of the Israelites, because they were im-

pious men, and because God foretold that he should be

beaten, if he made use of them as allies, but that he should

overcome his enemies, though he fought with but a few

soldiers, if God pleased. And when the king was discon-

tented at his having already paid the hire of the Israelites,

the prophet exhorted him to do what God would have him,

because he should thereby obtain much wealth from God.
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So he dismissed them, and said that he still freely gave them
their pay, and went with his own army alone, and made
war with the nations before mentioned. And when he had
beaten them in battle he slew ten thousand of them, and
took as many prisoners aUve, whom he brought to the

great rock which is in Arabia,' and threw them down head-

long. He also brought away a great deal of spoil and vast

riches from all those nations. But while Amaziah was
engaged in this expedition, those Israelites whom he had
hired and then dismissed were very vexed at it, and taking

their dismissal for an affront (supposing it could not have

been done to them but out of contempt), they fell upon his

kingdom, and proceeded to plunder the country as far as

Bethhoron,- and took much cattle, and slew three thousand
men.

§ 2. Now, upon the victory which Amaziah had got, and
his great success, he was puffed up, and began to neglect

God, who had given him the victory, and proceeded to

worship the gods he had brought out of the country of the

Amalekites. So a prophet came to him and said, that he
wondered how he could esteem these to be gods, who had
been of no advantage to their own people who paid them
honours, nor had delivered them from his hands, but had
overlooked the destruction of many of them, and had
suffered themselves to be carried away captive, for they

had been carried to Jerusalem, in the same manner as any
one might have taken some of the enemy alive and led

them there. This reproof provoked the king to anger,

and he commanded the prophet to hold his peace, and
threatened to punish him if he meddled with his conduct.

So he replied that he would indeed hold his peace, but
also foretold that God would not overlook his innova-
tions. But Amaziah was not able to contain himself in

the prosperity which God had given him, but outraged
God notwithstanding, and was so elated that he wrote to

Joash, the king of Israel, and commanded that he and all

his people should be obedient to him, as they had formerly

' Compare 2 Kings xir. 7, in which Amaziah is said to have taken
Sola, or ' the Bock,' by war, and 2 Chron. xxv. 12, with which Josephus
agrees. Sela is the modern Petra.

- Beit ' Ur el-Foka.
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been obedient to his progenitors, David and Solomon ; and
he let him know, that if would not be so wise as to do what
he commanded him, he must fight for his throne. To this
message Joash wrote back the following answer. " King
Joash to king Amaziah. There was a vastly taU cypress
tree in Mount Lebanon, as also a thistle : the thistle sent
to the cypress tree to ask the cypress tree's daughter in
marriage for the thistle's son ; but as the thistle was
making this request, there came a wild beast, and trode
down the thistle. May this be a lesson to thee not to be
so ambitious, and to have a care, lest upon thy good success
in the fight against the Amalekites, thou growest so proud
as to bring reverses upon thyself and upon thy kingdom."

§ 3. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was still

more eager for war, I suppose by the incitement of Grod,
that he might be punished for his offences against him.
But as soon as he led out his army against Joash, and
they were going to join battle, there came such a sudden
fear and panic upon the army of Amaziah, as God, when
he is displeased, sends upon men, which discomfited
them even before they came to a close fight. Now it

happened, as they were dispersed by the terror that was
upon them, that Amaziah was left alone, and was taken
prisoner by the enemy ; and Joash threatened to kill him,
unless he would persuade the people of Jerusalem to

open their gates to him, and receive him and his army
into the city. And Amaziah from necessity and fear for

his life got the enemy received into the city. And Joash
overthrew about four hundred cubits' length of wall,

and drove his chariot through the breach into Jerusalem,
and led Amaziah captive with him. Thus he became
master of Jerusalem, and took away the treasures of G-od,

and carried off all the gold and silver that was in the
king's palace, and then freed the king from captivity, and
returned to Samaria. Now these things happened to the

peoj)le of Jerusalem in the fourteenth year of the reign

of Amaziah, who after this was conspired against by his

friends, and fled to the city of Lachish,^ and was there slain

by the conspirators, who sent men there to kill him.

' Umm Ldkis.
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And they took up his dead body, and carried it to Jeru-
salem, and made a royal funeral for him. This was the
end of the life of Amaziah because of his innovations in re-

ligion and contempt of G-od, when he had lived fifty-four

years, and had reigned twenty-nine. He was succeeded by
his son, whose name was TJzziah.

CHAP. X.

Concerning Jeroboam King of Israel, and Jonah the Pro-
phet : and how, after the Death of Jeroboam, his son Zac-
hariah had the Kingdom. Mow TJzziah, King of Jeru-

salem, subdued the Nations that were round about him ;

and what befell Mm when he attempted to offer Incense to

God.

§1-.

IN the fifteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, Jeroboam
the son of Joash reigned over Israel in Samaria forty

years. This king was guilty of contumely against G-od,

and became very wicked, worshipping idols and under-
taking many things ,that were strange and foreign. He
was therefore the cause of ten thousand misfortunes to the
people of Israel. Now one Jonah, a prophet, foretold to

him, that he should make war with the Syrians, and con-
quer their army, and enlarge the bounds of his kingdom
on the north as far as the city of Hamath,' and on the
south as far as the lake Asphaltitis, for these were origi-

nally the boundaries of Canaan, as Joshua the general
had fixed. So Jeroboam made an expedition against
the Syrians, and overran all their country, as Jonah had
foretold.

§ 2. Now I cannot but think it necessary, as I have pro-
mised to give an accurate account of our affairs, to narrate
the history of this prophet, as I have found it written down
in the Hebrew books. Jonah had been commanded by
Grod to go to the kingdom of Ninus, and when he was
there, to publish in the city of Nineveh,'^ how it should lose

' Hama. ' On the Tigris, opposite Mosul.
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its dominion. But out of fear lie went not, nay, be ran
away from God to the city of Joppa,' and, finding a ship
there, went on board and sailed to Tarsus ° in Cilicia. And
upon the rise of a most terrible storm, which was so great
that the ship was in danger of sinking, the mariners and
the pilot and the master himself made prayers and vows
of thank-offerings in case they escaped the sea : but Jonah
lay still and covered up without imitating any thing that
the others did. Then as the waves grew greater, and the
sea became more violent by the winds, they suspected, as
is usual in such cases, that some one of the persons that
sailed with them was the cause of the storm, and agreed to
discover by lot which of them it was ; and when they had
casts lots, the lot fell upon the prophet. So they asked
him, whence he {came, and what was his errand ? He re-

plied, that he was a Hebrew by nation, and a prophet of
Almighty Grod ; and he recommended them to cast him
into the sea, if they would escape the danger they were in,

for he was the cause of their storm. Now at first they
durst not do so, esteeming it a wicked thing to expose a
man who was a stranger, and who had committed his life

to them, to such manifest destruction ; but at last, as

their distress overbore them, and the ship was Just going
to sink, and as they were incited to do so by the prophet
himself and by fear for their own safety, they cast him
into the sea ; upon which the storm ceased. It also

related that Jonah was swallowed by a whale, and that
when he had been in its belly three days and as many
nights, he was vomited out on the coast of the Euxine Sea,

and that alive and without any hurt upon his body. And
there, on his prayer to God, he obtained pardon for his

sins, and went to the city of Nineveh, where he stood in

the hearing of all, and proclaimed that in a very little time

they should lose the dominion of Asia. And when he had
annotmced this, he returned. I have given the account

about him, as I found it written.

§ 3. When Jeroboam the king had passed his life in

great happiness, and had ruled forty years, he died, and
was buried in Samaria, and his son Zachariah succeeded him

' Jaffa.
'' Tersus. in the yroy'mce oi Adana.
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in the kingdom. Similarly TJzziali, the son of Amaziah,
began to reign over the two tribes in Jerusalem, in the four-

teenth year of the reign of Jeroboam. His mother Achiala

was a citizen of Jerusalem. He was by nature a good
man, and righteous and magnanimous, and energetic in

looking after the affairs of his kingdom. He made an
expedition also against the Philistines, and overcame them
in battle, and took by storm their cities of Gath' and
Jamnia,- and razed their walls to the ground. After this

expedition, he attacked the Arabs that were on the confines

of Egypt. He also built a city upon the Red Sea,^ and put a
garrison in it. After this he overthrew the Ammonites,
and ordered them to pay tribute. He also subdued all the

country as far as the confines of Egypt, and then began to

take care of Jerusalem itself for the rest of his life. For
he rebuilt and repaired all those parts of the walls which
had either fallen down from time or the carelessness of the
kings his predecessors, as well as all that that had been
thrown down by the king of Israel, when he took his father

Amaziah prisoner, and entered with him into the city.

Moreover, he built a great many towers a hundred and
fifty cubits high, and built walled towns in desert places

and put garrisons into them, and dug many aqueducts.
He had also many beasts for labour, and an immense
number of cattle, for his country was good for pasture.
He was also fond of husbandry, and took great care to cul-

tivate the ground, and planted it with all sorts of plants,

and sowed it with all sorts of seeds. He had also about
him an army composed of three hundred and seventv
thousand chosen men, who were governed by two thousand
general officers and captains of thousands, who were men
of valour and unconquerable strength. He also divided
his whole army into divisions, and armed them, giving
every one a sword, and brazen bucklers and breast-plates,

and bows and slings. And besides these, he made for

' Tell es-Sufi.

^ TheJabnehof2 Chron. xxvi. 6, and Jabneel of Josh. xv. H. The
later form, Jamnia, is used in the first book of Maccabees ; it is now
yhbitah.

^ According to 2 Chron. xxvi. 2, this town was Eloth, now 'Ailah, at
the head of the Gulf of 'Akabah.
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them many engines of war for besieging of cities, such, as
engines for throwing stones and darts, and grappUng-irons,
and other instruments of that sort.

§ 4. While TJzziah was making these arrangements and
preparations he was corrupted in his mind by pride, and
became puffed up on account of his perishable abundance,
and despised that power which is of eternal duration
(which consisted in piety towards God and the observa-

tion of his laws), so he fell by reason of the good success

of his affairs, and was carried headlong into those sins of

his father, which the splendour of the prosperity he
enjoyed, and the glorious actions he had done, led him
iato, as he was not able to moderate himself in them.
So upon a high day, when a general festival was to be
celebrated, he put on the priestly garment, and went into

the temple to offer incense to Grod upon the golden altar,

which he was prohibited to do by Azariah the high priest,

who had eighty priests with him, and who told him that

it was not lawful for him to offer sacrifice, for none but

the posterity of Aaron were permitted to do so. And
when they cried out that he must go out of the temple

and not sin against God, he was wroth at them, and
threatened to kill them, unless they would hold their

peace. In the mean time, a great earthquake shook the

ground,' and a rent was made in the temple, and the

bright rays of the sun shone through it, and fell upon the

king's face, insomuch that leprosy seized him immediately,

and before the city, at a place called Eroge,^ half a mountain
broke off on the west, and rolled itself four furlongs, and
stopped at the east mountain, till the roads and king's

park were obstructed. Now, as soon as the priests saw

^ This account of an earthquake at Jerusalem at the very time

when Uzziah usurped the priest's office, and went into the sanctuary to

burn incense, and of the consequences of that earthquake, is entirely

wanting in our copies, though it is exceedingly like a prophecy of

Jeremiah's now in Zech. sir. 5, in which prophecy mention is made

of " fleeing from that earthquake, as they fled from this earthquake in

the days of Uzziah, king of Judah ;
" so that there seems to have been

some considerable resemblance between these historical and prophetical

earthquakes.—W.
2 Apparently the same place as Enrogel, the Virgms fountain in the

Kedron Valley.
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that the king's face was infected with leprosy, they told

him of his calamity, and commanded him to go out of the
city as an unclean person. And he was so confounded with
shame at this terrible disease, that he lost all his confidence,

anddid as he was commanded, and underwent this miserable
and terrible punishment for an intention beyond what it

befitted a man to have, and for the impiety against Grod
which was implied therein. So he dwelt out of the city

for some time and lived a private life, and his son Jotham
took over the government ; after which he died with grief

and dejection at what had happened to him, when he had
lived sixty-eight years, and of them reigned fifty-two ; and
he was buried bv himself in his own sardens.

CHAP. XI.

How Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah
reigned over the Israelites ; and how Pul and Tiglath-

Pileser made an Expedition against the Israelites. How
Jotham, the Son of Uzziah, reigned over the Tribe of
Judah : and what Nahum prophesied against the

Assyrians.

§1-

NOW when Zachariah, the son of Jeroboam, had reigned
six months over Israel, he was slain by the treachery

of a certain friend of his, whose name was Shallum, the
son of Jabesh, who usurped the kingdom after him, but
kept it no longer than thirty days ; for Menahem, the
general of the army, who was at that time in the city
of Tirzah,' and heard of what had befallen Zachariah,
marched with all his army to Samaria, and joined battle
with Shallum, and slew him, and made himself kino-,

and went thence, and came to the city of Tiphsah.^ But
the citizens that were in it shut their gates, and barred
them against the king, and would not admit him ; and in
order to be avenged on them, he ravaged the country

Probably Khurbd Tafsah, si.x miles snuth-west of Nablus, Sliechem.
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round about, and took tlie city by storm after a siege ; and
being very much displeased at what the inhabitants of

Tiphsah had done, he slew them all, and spared not so

much as the infants, exhibiting the utmost cruelty and
barbarity ; for he used such severity to his own country-

men, as would not be pardonable with regard to strangers

who had been conquered by him. And this Menahem con-

tinued to reign with cruelty and barbarity for ten years

:

but when Pul, king of Assyria, made an expedition agaiust

him, he did not engage in battle with the Assyrians, but
persuaded Pul to accept of a thousand talents of silver

and to go away, and so put an end to the war. This sum
the multitude collected for Menahem, by exactrag fifty

drachmae per head. After this he died, and was buried

in Samaria, and left his son Pekahiah his successor in the

kingdom, who followed the barbarity of his father, and
ruled two years only, after which he was slain with his

friends at a feast, by the treachery of one Pekah, the son

of Eemaliah, and captain over a thousand, who had con-

spired against him. And this Pekah was king twenty

years, and proved a wicked man and a transgressor. And
when the king of Assyria, whose name was Tiglath-Pileser,

made an expedition against the Israelites, and overran

aU the land of Grilead, and the region beyond the

Jordan, and the adjoining country which is called G-aUlee,

and Kadesh ^ and Hazor," he made the inhabitants pri-

soners, and transplanted them to his own kingdom. And
so much shall suffice to have related here concerning the

king of Assyria.

§ 2. Now Jotham, the son of Uzziah, reigned over the

tribe of Judah in Jerusalem, his mother, whose name was
Jerusha, being a citizen thereof. This king was not defec-

tive in any virtue, but was reUgious towards Grod, and

righteous towards men. He was also careful of the condition

of the city (for whatever parts wanted to be repaired or

adorned, he magnificently repaired and adorned them).

He also repaired the porticoes in the temple, and set up

the walls that were fallen down, and built very great

towers, and such as were almost impregnable ; and if any

' Now Kades, west of the lake el-Huleh.
' Possibly Tell Hara.
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thing else in Ids kingdom had heen neglected, he took
great care of it. He also made an expedition against the
Ammonites, and overcame them in battle, and ordered
them to pay as tribute a hundred talents, and ten thousand
cors of wheat, and as many of barley, every year. And he
so augmented his kingdom, that his enemies could not de-

spise it, and his own people lived happily.

§ 3. Now there was at this time a prophet whose name
was Nahum, who spoke as follows concerning the over-

throw of the Assyrians and Nineveh. " Nineveh shall be
a pool of water in motion ;

^ so troubled and tossed shall

all her people be, and go away by flight, while they
say one to another, stand, remain still, seize their gold and
silver ; for there shall be no one to wish them well, for

they will rather save their lives than their money : for a
terrible contention shall possess them one with another,

and lamentation, and trembling of limbs, and their coun-

tenances shall be perfectly black with fear. And where
shall be the den of the lions, and the mother of the young
lions ? Grod says to thee, Nineveh, that he will deface thee,

and lions shall no longer go out from thee to rule the
world." And indeed this prophet prophesied many other
things besides these concerning Nineveh, which I do not
think necessary to repeat, and I omit them that I may
not appear troublesome to my readers. And all these
predicted things happened to Nineveh a hundred and
fifteen years afterwards. This much may suffice to have
spoken of these matters.

' This passage is taken out of the prophet Nahum, chap. ii. 8-13, and
is the principal, or rather the only one that is given us almost verbatim,

but a little abridged, in all Josephus's known writings : by which
quotation, we learn what he himself always asserts, viz. that he made
use of the Hebrew original [and not of the Greek version] ; as also we
learn, that his Hebrew copy considerably differed from ours.—W.
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CHAP. xn.

Sow, upon the Death of Jotham, Ahaz reigned in his stead ;

against whom Rezin, King of Syria, and PeJcah, King of
Israel, made War : and how Tiglath-Pileser, King of
Assyria, came to the Assistance of Ahaz, and laid Syria
waste, and removing the Damascenes into Media, placed
other Nations in Damascus.

§1.

NOW Jotham died when he had lived forty-one years,
and of them reigned sixteen, and was buried in the

sepulchres of the kings ; and the kingdom came to his son
Ahaz, who turned out most impious towards God, and a
transgressor of the laws of his coiuitry. He imitated the
kings of Israel, and reared altars in Jerusalem, and offered

sacrifices upon them to idols, to whom also he offered his

own son as a burnt-offering, according to the practices of
the Canaanites, and did other similar actions. Now as he
was going on in this mad course, Eezin, the king of Syria
and Damascus, and Pekah the king of Israel, who were
now friendly to one another, made war against him

;

and when they had driven him into Jerusalem, they be-

sieged that city a long while, making but small progress on
account of the strength of its walls. And when the king
of Syria had taken the city of Elath ' near the Red Sea, and
had slain its inhabitants, he peopled it with Syrians. And
when he had slain the Jews in the garrisons and ia the
neighbourhood, and had carried off much spoil, he returned
with his army back to Damascus. Now when the king of

Jerusalem knew that the Syrians were returned home,
supposing himself a match for the king of Israel, he drew
out his army against him, and joined battle with him,
and was beaten ; and this happened because God was angry
with him on account of his many and great enormities.

Accordingly one hundred and twenty thousand of his men
were slain that day by the IsraeUtes, whose general

' See note 3, p. 188.

II. O
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Zacharis slew Amaziah, king Aliaz's son, in the battle,

as well as the goTernor of the kingdom, whose name
was Azricam. He also took prisoner Elkanah, the general

of the tribe of Judah. They also carried away captive

the women and children of the tribe of Benjamin ;
and

when they had got a great deal of spoil, they returned to

Samaria.

§ 2. Now there was one Obed, who was a prophet at that

time in Samaria, who met the army before the city walls,

and with a loud voice told them that they had not got the

victory by their own strength, but because of the anger that

Grod had against king Ahaz. And he complained, that

they were not satisfied with the good success they had had
against Ahaz, but had had the heart to make captives of

their kinsmen the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. He also

counselled them to let them go home without suffering

any harm, for if they did not obey God, they should

be punished. And the people of Israel came together to

their assembly and considered of these matters, when a

man whose name was Barachiah, who was one of great re-

putation in the state, stood up, and three others with him,

and said they would not suffer the citizens to bring those

prisoners into the city, lest they should all be destroyed by
God; they had sins enough of their own that they had
committed against God, as the prophets assured them,
they ought not therefore to introduce the practice of new
crimes. When the soldiers heard that, they permitted
them to do what they thought expedient. So the fore-

named men took the captives and let them go, and took

care of them, and gave them necessaries for their journey,

and sent them back to their own country, without doing
them any harm. Moreover those four went along with
them, and conducted them as far as Jericho, which is not
far from Jerusalem, and returned to Samaria.

§ 3. Now king Ahaz, after having been so thoroughly
beaten by the Israelites, sent to Tiglath-Pileser, king of

the Assyrians, and sued for assistance from him in the war
against the Israelites and Syrians and Damascenes, with
a promise to send him much money

; he also sent him hand-
some presents. And he, upon the reception of those am-
bassadors, came to assist Ahaz, and made war upon the
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Syrians, and laid their country waste, and took Damascus
by storm, and slew Eezin its king, and transplanted the
people of Damascus into upper Media, and brought a
colony of Assyrians, and planted them in Damascus. He
also afflicted the land of Israel, and took many captives out
of it. While he was dealing thus with the Syrians, king
Ahaz took all the gold and silver that was ia the king's

treasures, and what was in the temple of Grod, and what
precious gifts were there, and carried them off with him to

Damascus, and gave them to the king of Assyria accord-

ing to his agreement. And he confessed that he owed him
thanks for all he had done for him, and returned to Jeru-

salem. Now Ahaz was so sottish, and thoughtless of what
was for his own good, that he would not leave off wor-
shipping the Syrian gods when he was beaten bythe Syrians,

but went on worshipping them, as though they would pro-

cure him victory : and when he was beaten again, he began
to honour the gods of the Assyrians ; and he seemed more
desirous to honour any gods than his own national and
true God, whose anger was the cause of his defeat. Nay,
he proceeded to such a degree of despite and contempt of

God, that he shut up the temple entirely, and forbade the

offering of the appointed sacrifices, and took away the gifts

that had been given to it. And when he had offered these

indignities to God, he died, having lived thirty-six years,

and of them reigned sixteen ; and he left his son Hezekiah

as his successor.

CHAP. xin.

How Pekah died by the Treachery of Hoshea, who was a little

after subdued by Shalmaneser ; and how Hezekiah reigned

instead of Ahaz ; and what Actions of Piety and Righ-

teousness he did.

§1-

ABOUT the same time, Pekah, the king of Israel, died

by the treachery of a friend of his, whose name was

Hoshea, who retained the kingdom nine years, but was a

wicked man, and a despiser of the divine worship. And
Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, made an expedition
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against him, and overcame him (which was probably be-
cause he had not God favourable or friendly to him), and
brought him to submission, and ordered him to pay a
fixed tribute. Now in the fourth year of the reign of

Hoshea, Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, began to reign in Jeru-
salem ; and his mother's name was Abijah, she was a citizen,

of Jerusalem. His nature was good, and righteous, and
religious ; for when he came to the kingdom, he thought
that nothing was more important, or more necessary, or
more advantageous to himself and his subjects, than to

worship God. Accordingly, he called the people together,

and the priests and the Levites, and made a speech to
them, and said, " Tou are not ignorant that, owing to the
sins of my father, who neglected the sacred service of God,
you have experienced many and great miseries, as you
were corrupted in your mind by him, and were induced to
worship those whom he approved of as gods. I exhort
you, therefore, who have learned by sad experience how
awful a thing impiety is, to put it immediately out of your
memory, and to purify yourselves from your former pollu-
tions, and to open the temple to these priests and Levites
who are here convened, and to cleanse it with the accus-

tomed sacrifices, and to restore all to the ancient honour
which our fathers paid to it. For so we shall render God
favourable, and he will remit his anger."

§ 2. When the king had said this, the priests opened
the temple ; and when they had set in order the vessels of
God, and cast out what was impure, they laid the accus-
tomed sacrifices upon the altar. The king also sent
throughout his territories, and called the people to Jeru-
salem to celebrate the feast of Unleavened Bread, for it had
been intermitted a long time, on account of the wickedness
of the forementioned kings. He also sent to the Israelites,

and exhorted them to leave off their present way of living,

and return to their ancient practices, and to worship God,
for he gave them leave to come to Jerusalem, and to cele-

brate all in one body the feast of Unleavened Bread ; and
he said this was by way of invitation only, and to be done
not out of obedience to him but of their own free will, and
for their own advantage, because it would make them
happy. But the Israelites, upon the coming of his envoys.
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and upon their laying before them the message of their

king, were so far from complying therewith, that they
laughed the envoys to scorn, and mocked them as fools :

they also affronted the prophets who gave them the

same exhortations, and foretold what they would suffer if

they did not return to the worship of God, insomuch that

at length they arrested them, and slew them. Nor did

this degree of transgressing sufB.ce them, but they acted

more wickedly stUl than has been described. Nor did

they leave off before G-od brought them under their

enemies as a punishment for their impiety ; but of that

more hereafter. However, there were many of the tribe of

Manasseh, and of Zebulon, and of Issachar, who were

obedient to what the prophets exhorted them to do, and
returned to piety. And all these flocked to Jerusalem to

Hezekiah, that they might worship God.

§ 3. When they were come, king Hezekiah went up into

the temple with the rulers and all the people, and offered

for himself seven bulls and as many rams, and seven

lambs and as many kids of the goats. The king also him-

self and the rulers laid their hands on the heads of the

victims, and left it to the priests to complete the sacrifices.

So they both sacrificed and offered the burnt-offerings,

while the Levites stood round about with their musical in-

struments, and sang hymns to God, and played on their

harps, as they were instructed by David to do, while the

rest of the priests returned the music with their trumpets.

And when this was done, the king and the multitude threw

themselves down upon their faces and worshipped God.

The king also sacrificed seventy bulls, one hundred rams,

and two hundred lambs, and granted the multitude to feast

upon six hundred oxen, and three thousand other cattle.

And the priests performed all things according to the law.

And the king was so pleased therewith, that he feasted with

the people, and returned thanks to God. And as the feast

of "Unleavened Bread was now at hand, when they had

offered the sacrifice which is called the Passover, they after

that offered the other sacrifices for seven days. When the

king had bestowed on the multitude, besides what they

sacrificed themselves, two thousand bulls, and seven thou-

sand other cattle, the same thing was done by the rulers :
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for they gave them a thousand bulls, and a thousand and
forty other cattle. Nor had this festival heen so well ob-

served since the days of ting Solomon, as it was now first

observed with great splendour and magnificence. And
when the festival was ended, they went out into the coun-

try, and purified it, and cleansed the city of all the pollu-

tion of the idols. The king also ordered that the daily

sacrifices should be offered at his own expense according to

the law; and appointed that the tithes and first-fruits

should be given by the multitude to the priests and Levites,

that they might constantly attend upon divine service,

and never be taken ofE from the worship of G-od. Accord-
ingly, the multitude contributed all sorts of fruits to

the priests and Levites. The king also made garners

and storehouses for these fruits, and distributed them to

every one of the priests and Levites, and to their chil-

dren and vrives. Aid thus did they return to their ancient

religion. Now, when the king had settled these matters
in the manner already described, he made war upon the
Philistines, and beat them, and possessed himself of all

the enemies' cities from Gaza ^ to Gath. But the king of

Assyria sent to him, and threatened to overthrow all his

dominions, unless he would pay him the tribute which his

father paid formerly ; but king Hezekiah was not con-
cerned at his threatenings, but depended on his piety to-

wards God, and upon Isaiah the prophet, from whom he
got accurate knowledge of all future events. And thus
much shall suffice for the present concerning king Heze-
kiah.

CHAP, XIV.

How Shalmaneaer took Samaria hy Force, and how he trans-

planted the Ten Tribes into Media, and brought the Nation,

of the Guthceans into their Country in their Room.

§1-

WHEN Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, had it told

him, that Hoshea the king of Israel had sent privately

to So the king of Egypt, desiring his assistance against
' Ghuzseh.
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him, he was very angry, and made an expedition against
Samaria, in the seventh year of the reign of Hoshea.
But as he was not admitted by the king, he besieged
Samaria three years, and toot it by storm in the ninth
year of the reign of Hoshea, and in the seventh year
of Hezetiah, ting of Jerusalem, and quite destroyed the
kingdom of Israel, and transplanted all the people into

Media and Persia, among whom he toot king Hoshea
alive. And when he had removed these people out of their

land, he transplanted other nations from a place called

Cuthah ' (there is a river of that name in Persia) into

Samaria and the country of the Israelites. So the ten

tribes of the Israelites were removed from Judsea, nine
hundred and forty-seven years after their forefathers came
out of the land of Egypt and possessed themselves of this

country, and eight hundred years after Joshua was their

leader ; and two hundred and forty years seven months
seven days after they had, as I have already described,

revolted from Eehoboam, the grandson of David, and
given the kingdom to Jeroboam. And such an end came
upon the Israelites because they transgressed the laws, and
would not hearten to the prophets, who foretold that this

calamity would come upon them, if they would not leave off

their evil doings. What originated their misfortunes was
their rebellion against Eehoboam, the grandson of David,

when they set up Jeroboam his servant to be their ting,

who, by sinning against God, and bringing them to imitate

his bad example, made G-od to be their enemy, while

Jeroboam underwent that punishment which he justly

deserved.

§ 2. And now the king of Assyria invaded all Syria and
Phoenicia in a hostile manner. The name of this king is

also set down in the archives of Tyre, for he made an
expedition against Tyre in the reign of Elulaeus ; as

Menander testifies, who, when he wrote his Annals, and
translated the archives of Tyre into the Greek language,

gave the following account: " One, whose name was Elulseus,

also called Pyas, reigned thirty-six years : this king, upon
the revolt of the Cittseans, saUed and reduced them

' The position of Cuthah or Cuth is undecided
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to submission again. Against these did the king of Assyria

send an army, and in a hostile manner overran all Phoenicia,

but soon made peace with them all, and returned back

;

but Sidon and Ace ' and old Tyre ' revolted from the Tyrians,

and many other cities also, which delivered themselves up
to the king of Assyria. But as the Tyrians would not

submit to him, the king of Assyria returned, and attacked

them again, and the Phoenicians furnished him with three-

score ships and eight hundred men to row them ; and
when the Tyrians sailed against them in twelve ships, and
dispersed the enemies' ships, and took five hundred men
prisoners, the reputation of all the citizens of Tyre was
thereby increased. But the king of Assyria returned,

and placed guards at their river and aqueducts to

hinder the Tyrians from drawing water. This continued

for five years, and still the Tyrians held out, and drank of

the water they got from wells which they dug." This

is what is written in the Tyrian archives concerning Shal-

maneser the king of Assyria.

§ 3. But now the Cuthseans who removed into Samaria
(for that is the name they have been called by to this day,

because they were brought out of the country called

Cuthah, which is a country of Persia, where there is a river

of the same name), each of them, according to their nations,

which were five, introduced their own gods into Samaria

;

and by worshipping them after their national rites they
provoked Almighty God to be angry and displeased at

them, for a plague seized them, by which they were
destroyed ; and as they found no cure for their miseries,

they learned by an oracle that they must worship Almighty
Grod to get deliverance. So they sent messengers to the

king of Assyria, and desired him to send them some of

those priests of the Israelites whom he had taken captive.

And when he sent them, and the people were taught by
them the laws and the right worship of God, they wor-
shipped him zealously, and the plague immediately ceased.

Indeed they continue to make use of the very same rites

to this day, and are called in the Hebrew tongue Cuthseans,

' Ace, Ptolemais, or Acod, is now 'Akica or St, Jean d'Acre.
' Palse Tyrus, or ' Old Tyre,' was that part of the city which lay

on the mainland.
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but in the G-reek tongue Samaritans. And as to their

relationship with the Jews these people chop and change
according to circumstances. When they see the Jews in

prosperity, they pretend that they are allied to them, and
call them kinsmen, as though they were derived from
Joseph and so had an original affinity with them : but
when they see them in reyerses, they say they are no way
related to them, and that the Jews have no right to expect

any kindness or marks of kindred from them, for they
then declare that they are resident aUens. But of them
I shall have a more seasonable opportunity to speak here-

after.

BOOK X.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTT-
TWO TEARS AND A HALF. FROM THE CAPTIVITY OF THE
TEN TRIBES TO THE FIRST TEAR OF THE REIGN OF
CYRUS.

CHAP. I.

How Sennacherib made an Expedition against Hezehiah ,-

what Threatenings Rahshakeh made to Hezehiah when
Seniiacherib was gone against the Egyptians ; how Isaiah

the Prophet encouraged Hezehiah ; how Sennacherib,

having failed of Success in Egypt, returned thence to

Jerusalem ; and how, upon his finding his Army destroyed,

he returned home ; and what befell him shortly afterwards.

§1-

IT was now the fourteenth year of the reign of Hezekiah,

king of the two tribes, when the king of Assyria, whose

name was Sennacherib, made an expedition against him

with a great army, and took all the cities of the tribes of

Judah and Benjamin by storm. And when he was about

to bring his army against Jerusalem, Hezekiah sent

ambassadors to him beforehand, and promised to submit,

and to pay what tribute he should fix. And Senna-
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cherib, when lie heard the offers the ambassadors made,
resolved not to proceed in the war, but to accept the
proposals that were made to him ; and if he should
receive three hundred talents of silver, and thirty talents

of gold, he promised that he would depart in a friendly

manner ;' and he pledged himself upon oath to the
ambassadors that he would then do the king no harm,
but go away as he came. And Hezekiah believed him,
and emptied his treasures, and sent the money, supposing
he should be freed from his enemy, and from any further
anxiety about his kingdom. And the Assyrian king took
the money, but paid no regard to what he had promised

;

for while he himself went to war against the Egyptians
and Ethiopians, he left his general Eabshakeh, and two
other commanders, with great forces, to destroy Jerusalem.
The names of the two other commanders were Tartan and
Eabsaris.

§ 2. Now as soon as they were come before the walls,

they pitched their camp, and sent messengers to Hezekiah,
and desired that they might speak with him. But he did
not himself come out to them owing to fear, but he sent
three of his most intimate friends, Eliakim who was ad-
ministrator of the kingdom, and Shebna, and Joah the
recorder ; who came out of the city and met the com-
manders of the Assyrian army. And when Rabshakeh saw
them, he bade them go and tell Hezekiah that " Senna-
cherib the great king ' desires to know of him, on whom it

is that he relies and depends in revolting from his lord, and
being unwilling to hear him, or admit his army into the
city ? Is it on account of the Egyptians, in the hope
that Sennacherib's army will be beaten by them ? Let
him know, if this is what he expects, that he is a foolish
man, and like one who leans on a broken reed, who will

not only fall down, but will have his hand pierced and
hurt by it. He ought also to know that Sennacherib
makes this expedition against him by the will of God, who
has granted this favour to him, that he shall overthrow
the kingdom of Israel, and that in the same manner he

' The title of ' Great King,' both in onr Bibles, 2 Kings xviii. 19,
Isa. xxxvi. 4, and here in Josephus, is the very same that Herodotus
gives this Sennacherib, as Spanhcim talies notice of in this place.—W.
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shall destroy those that are Hezekiah's subjects also."
When Eahshakeh had made this speech in the Hebrew
tongue, for he was skilful in that language, Eliakim was
afraid that the multitude that heard him would be thrown
into consternation, so he desired him to speak in the
Syrian tongue : but the general understanding what he
meant, and perceiving the fear he was in, made his answer
in a louder and clear voice, and said, " I speak in the
Hebrew tongue, that all may hear the king's commands,
and consult their own advantage ia delivering themselves
up to us, for it is plain that both you and your king
dissuade the people from submitting by vain hopes, and
so induce them to resist. But if you are confident, and
think to drive our forces away, I am ready to supply you
with two thousand of the horses that are with me for your
use, if you can set as many riders on their backs, and then
show your strength. But you cannot produce the men
you have not got. Why do you therefore delay to deliver

up yourselves to a superior force, who can take you with-
out your consent? although it will be safer for you to

deliver up yourselves voluntarily, as a forcible surrender
by your being beaten is evidently dangerous, and will bring
further calamities upon you."

§ 3. When the people and the messengers had heard what
the Assyrian commander said, they reported it to Hezekiah,
who thereupon put off his royal apparel, and clothed him-
self with sackcloth, and took the habit of a mourner ; and
fell upon his face after the manner of his country and
besought Grod, and entreated him to assist him, for he
had no other hope of relief. He also sent some of his

friends and some of the priests to the prophet Isaiah, and
desired that he would pray to God, and offer sacrifices for

their common deliverance, and beseech him to have indig-

nation at the hopes of their enemies, and to have mercy
upon his own people. And when the prophet had done
this, an oracle came from G-od to him, and encouraged
the king and his friends that were about him ; and fore-

told that their enemies should be beaten without fighting,

and should go away in an ignominious manner, and not
with that insolence which they now showed, for God would
take care that thev should be destroved. He also foretold
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that Sennacherib the king of Assyria would fail in his

expedition against Egypt, and when he came home would
perish by the sword.

§ 4. About the same time the king of Assyria also wrote
a letter to Hezekiah, in which he said he was a foolish

man to suppose that he shouldescapefrom being his servant,

for he had already reduced many and great nations ; and
he threatened, that when he took him, he would utterly

destroy him, unless he now opened his gates, and willingly

received his army into Jerusalem. When Hezekiah read

this letter, he despised it on account of the trust that he
had in God, and he rolled it up and laid it in the

temple. And as he again prayed to God for the pre-

servation of the city and all the people, the prophet Isaiah

told him that God had heard his prayer, and that he
should not be besieged at this time by the king of

Assyria, and that for the future he might be secure of

not being at all disturbed by him, and that the people

might peaceably and without fear go on with their

husbandry and other affairs. And a little while after

the king of Assyria, having failed in his attempt against

the Egyptians, returned home without success for the

following reason. He had spent a long time in the

siege of Pelusium,^ and when the banks that he had
raised near the walls were of a great height, and he
intended to make an immediate assault upon them, he
heard that Tirhakah, king of the Ethiopians, was coming up
with a great force to aid the Egyptians, and intended to

march through the desert, and so fall suddenly upon the
Assyrians. And king Sennacherib was disturbed at this

news, and, as I said before, left Pelusium, and returned home
without success. Now concerning this Sennacherib Hero-
dotus also relates in the second book of his histories,

that this king came against the Egyptian king, who was
the priest of Hephaestus, and that, as he was besieging
Pelusium, he raised the siege for the following reason.
The Egyptian priest prayed to God, and God heard his

prayer, and sent a judgment upon the Arabian king.

But Herodotus was mistaken in this, in calling him king

' The Sin of Ezek. xxx. 15 ; now Tineh, to the east of Port Said.



CHAP. I.J ANTIQiriTIES OP THE JEWS. 205

not of the Assyrians, but of the Arabians. For he
says that a nmltitude of mice gnawed to pieces in one
night both the bows and the rest of the armour of the
Assyrians, and that it was on this account that the king,

as he had no bows left, drew off his army from Pelusium.
Herodotus gives us this account ; and Berosus also, who
wrote of the affairs of Chaldsea, mentions this king Sen-
nacherib, and says that he ruled over the Assyrians, and
that he made an expedition against all Asia and Egypt,
and says thus ^

§ 5. Now, when Sennacherib returned from his Egyptian
war to Jerusalem, he found his army under Eabshakeh,
his general, in danger from a plague, for God had sent a
pestilence upon his army; and on the very first night
of the siege, a hundred fourscore and five thousand,
with their captains and generals, were destroyed. And
the king was in great dread and terrible agony at

this calamity, and being in great fear for his whole
army, he fled with the rest of his forces to his own king-

dom, and to his city of Nineveh ; and when he had abode
there a little while, he was treacherously slain by his

elder sons, Adrammelech and Shareser, and was buried in

his own temple called Araske." Now these sons of his

were driven away by the citizens on account of the murder
of their father, and went into Armenia, and Esarhaddon
succeeded Sennacherib. And this was the conclusion of

this expedition of the Assyrians against the people of

Jerusalem.

' Hiatus hie deflendas.
' Possibly the temple which Sennacherib built to the god Nergal at

Tarbisi, Sherif Khan, about three miles from Nineveh up the Tigris.
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CHAP. II.

Hoiv SezeMah was sick and likely to die ; and how God
bestowed upon Mm fifteen Years' longer Life, and gave

him a sign of it by the Shadow going back ten Degrees.

§1.

NOW king Hezekiah, being thus unexpectedly delivered

from the dread he was in, offered thank-offerings to

God with all the people, because nothing but the divine

assistance had destroyed some of their enemies, and made
the rest so fearful of undergoing the same fate that

they departed from Jerusalem. But though he was
very zealous and diligent about the worship of God, he

soon afterwards fell into a severe iUness, insomuch that

the physicians despaired of his life, and feared the worst,

as also did his friends. And besides his illness itself,

there was a very melancholy circumstance that troubled

the king, which was the consideration that he was child-

less, and was going to die, and leave his house and king-

dom without a legitimate successor. And he lamented
and was grieved at the thought of this, and entreated of

God that he would prolong; his life for a little while till he
had some children, and not suffer him to depart this life

before he became a father. And God had mercy upon
him, and hearkened to his supplication, because the trouble

he was in at the idea of death was not because he was soon
to lose the advantages he enjoyed as king, nor did he on
that account pray that he might have a longer life afforded

him, but only in order to have sons to succeed him. And
God sent Isaiah the prophet, and commanded him to inform
Hezekiah, that within three days' time he should recover
from his illness, and should survive it fifteen years, and
should have children also. Now upon the prophet's sayiag
this, as God had commanded him, Hezekiah could hardly
believe it, both on account of his very sore illness, and
Isecause of the surprising nature of what was told him, so

he desired that Isaiah would give him some sign and
omen, that he might believe what he had said, and be
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sure that he came from G-od : for things that are beyond
expectation, and greater than our hopes, are made credible

by such signs. And when Isaiah asked him what sign he
desired, he asked that he would make the shadow of the
sun, which he had already made go down ten degrees

in his house, to return again to the same place, and be as

it was before. And when the prophet prayed to God to

exhibit this sign to the king, he saw what he desired to

see, and was freed from his illness, and went up to the

temple, where he worshipped G-od, and made vows to him.

§ 2. At this time the empire of the Assyrians was over-

thrown by the Medes, but of this I shall treat elsewhere.

But the king of Babylon, whose name was Baladan, sent

ambassadors to Hezekiah with presents, and desired he

would be his ally and his friend. And he received the

ambassadors gladly, and made them a feast, and showed
them his treasures, and his armoury, and the other wealth

he was possessed of in precious stones and gold, and gave

them presents to be carried to Baladan, and sent them back

to him. Upon this the prophet Isaiah came to him, and in-

quired of him, " Whence those ambassadors came ? " To
which he replied, that they came from Babylon from the

king ; and that he had showed them all he had, that by the

sight of his riches and power they might thereby guess at

his condition, and be able to inform the king of it. But
the prophet rejoined, "Know that, after a little while,

these riches of thine shall be carried away to Babylon, and
thy posterity shall be made eunuchs there, and lose their

manhood, and be slaves of the king of Babylon, for G-od

foretells that such things will come to pass." At these

words Hezekiah was troubled, and said that he was un-

willing that his nation should fall into such calamities at

aU, yet as it was not possible to alter what God had deter-

mined, he prayed that there might be peace while he lived.

Berosus also makes mention of this Baladan king of

Babylon. Now as to this prophet [Isaiah], he was by the

confession of all a divine and wonderful man in revealing

the truth, and confiding in his never having spoken what

was false, he wrote down aU his prophecies, and left them
behind him in books, that their accomplishment might be

judged of by posterity from the events. Nor did this
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prophet alone do so, but the others, who were twelve in.

number, did the same. And whatever is done among us,

whether it be good, or whether it be bad, comes to pass
according to their prophecies. But of every one of these I
shall speak hereafter.

CHAP. in.

Hmo Manasseh reigned after HezeMah ; and how, when he
was in Captivity, he returned to God, and was restored to

his Kingdom, and left it to his Son Anion.

.
§1-WHEN king Hezekiah had survived the interval of

time already mentioned, and had dwelt all that

time in peace, he died, having completed fifty-four years

of life, and reigned twenty-nine. But when his son

Manasseh, whose mother, Hephzibah, was a native of

Jerusalem, had taken the kingdom, he departed from the
conduct of his father, and fell into a course of life quite

contrary thereto, and showed himself most wicked in his

manners in all respects, and omitted no sort of impiety, but
imitated those transgressions of the Israelites for the
commission of which against Grod they had been de-

stroyed ; for he was so bold as to defile the temple of God
and Jerusalem and the whole country. Tor setting out
with a contempt of Grod, he savagely slew all the righteous
men who were among the Hebrews, nor did he spare the
prophets, for every day he slew some of them, till Jeru-
salem flowed with blood. And Grod was angry at these pro-
ceedings, and sent prophets to the king and to the people,

by whom he threatened the very same calamities to them,
which their brethren the Israelites had suffered from upon
the like affronts offered to God. But they would not
believe their words, though had they done so they might
have reaped the advantage of escaping all those miseries,

yet did they learn by the events that what the prophets
had told them was true.

§ 2. For as they persevered in the same courses, God
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raised up war against them from the king of Babylon and
Chaldaea, who sent an army into Judaea, and laid waste
the country ; and got possession of king Manasseh by
treachery, and ordered him to be brought to him, and had
him in his power to inflict what punishment he pleased
upon him. Then it was that Manasseh perceived what a
miserable condition he was in, and esteeming himself the
cause of all, he besought God to render his enemy humane
and merciful to him. And God heard his prayer, and
granted him what he prayed for. So Manasseh was re-

leased by the king of Babylon, and restored to his king-

dom. And when he returned to Jerusalem, he endea-

voured, if it were possible, to cast out of his memory his

former sins against God, of which he now repented, and
to apply himself to a very religious life. He sanctified

the temple, and purified the city, and for the remainder of

his days was intent on nothing but to return thanks to

God for his deliverance, and to preserve his favour all

his life long. He also instructed the people to do the

same, having experienced what calamity he had very

nearly fallen into by the contrary conduct. He also rebuilt

the altar, and offered the legal sacrifices, as Moses com-
manded. And when he had re-estabhshed the divine wor-

ship as it ought to be, he saw to the security of Jerusalem,

and did not only repair the old walls with great diligence,

but added another wall to the former. He also built very

lofty towers, and the out-works before the city he not only

strengthened in other respects, but put into them provisions

of all sorts. And, indeed, when he had changed his

former courses, he so led his life for the time to come,

that from the time he began to show piety towards God,

he was deemed a happy man, and a pattern for imitation.

And when he had lived sixty-seven years, and reigned

fifty-five years, he departed this life, and was buried in his

own garden ; and the kingdom came to his son Amon,
whose mother Meshulemeth was a native of the city of

Jotbath.
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CHAP. lY.

How Amon reigned instead of Manasseh ; and after Ainon
Josidh ; he was both righteous and religious. Also con-

cerning Huldah the Prophetess.

'T'HIS Amon imitated the wicked conduct of his father
-L during his youth, and had a conspiracy made against
him by his own servants, and was slain in his own house,
when he had lived twenty-four years and reigned two.
But the multitude punished those that slew Amon,
and buried him with his father, and gave the king-
dom to his son Josiah, who was eight years old. His
mother was of the city of Boscath,' and her name was
Jedidah. He was of a most excellent disposition and
naturally virtuous, and followed the actions of king David,
and made him a pattern and rule in the whole conduct
of his life. And when he was twelve years old, he gave
proof of his religious and righteous behaviour ; for he
brought the people to a sober way of living, and exhorted
them to leave off the opinion they had of their idols, for
they were not gods, and to worship the national G-od.

And by reflecting on the actions of his forefathers, he
prudently corrected what they did wrong, like a man of
ripe years very competent to understand what ought to be
done ; and whatever he saw was well and seasonably done,
he observed and imitated the same. And thus he acted
following the wisdom and sagacity of his own nature, and
complying with the advice and instruction of the elders;
for it was by following the laws that he succeeded so well
in the order of his government, and in piety with regard to
the divine worship, for the iniquity of the former kino-s

was seen no more, but quite vanished away. For the king
went about the city and the whole country, and cut down
the groves which were devoted to strange gods, and over-
threw their altars ; and if there were any gifts dedicated

" The Bozkath of Josh. xv. 39, and 2 Kings xxii. 1. A city of
Judah, on the plain between Lachish and Eglon, not yet identified.
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to them by Ms forefathers, he treated them contemptuously
and plucked them down. And by this means he brought
the people back from their opinion about them to the
worship of God, and they offered the accustomed sacrifices

and burnt-offerings upon his altar. Moreover, he appointed
certain judges and overseers, that they might order
matters in their jurisdiction, and have regard to justice
above all thiags, and dispense it with the same concern
they would have about their own soul. He also sent over
all the country, and bade such as pleased bring gold and
silver for the repairs of the temple, according to every
one's inclination or ability. And when the money was
brought in, he made Maaseiah the governor of the city,

and Shaphan the scribe, and Joah the recorder, and
Eliakim the high priest, curators of the temple and of the
contributions thereto. And they made no delay, nor put
off the work at all, but prepared architects, and whatever
else was wanted for the repairs, and set closely about the
work. And so the temple was repaired, and became a
public proof of the king's piety.

§ 2. And when Josiah was now in the eighteenth year of
his reign, he sent to Eliakim the high priest, and gave
orders that out of any surplus money he should cast cups
and dishes and vials for ministration in the temple ; and
also that they should bring all the gold and silver that was
among the treasures, and similarly expend it in making cups
and such kinds of vessels. And as the high priest Eliakim
was bringing out the gold, he lit upon the holy books of

Moses that were laid up in the temple, and when he had
brought them out, he gave them to Shaphan the scribe,

who, when he had read them, went to the king, and in-

formed him that all which he had ordered to be done was
finished. He also read over the books to him, and the king,

when he heard them read, rent his garment : and called

for Eliakim the high priest, and for [Shaphan] the scribe,

and for others of his most particular friends, and sent them
to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum, a man held

in good repute and of an eminent family, and bade them go

to her and ask her to appease G-od, and endeavour to render

him propitious to them, for there was reason to fear that,

because of the transgression of the laws of Moses by their
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forefathers, they should he in peril of going into captivity,

and of being cast out of their own country, and of being

in want of all things, and so ending their days miserably.

When the prophetess heard this from the messengers that

were sent to her by the king, she bade them go back to the

king, and say that G-od had already given sentence against

them, to ruin the people, and cast them out of their country,

and deprive them of all the happiness they now enjoyed

;

which sentence none could set aside by any prayers, since

it was passed on account of their transgressions of the laws,

and because of their not having repented in so long a time,

though the prophets had exhorted them to amend, and had
foretold the punishment that would ensue on their impious
practices ; which threatening God would certainly execute

upon them, that they might be persuaded that he was God,
and had not deceived them in any respect as to what he
had denounced by his prophets : yet, because Josiah was a
righteous man, he would at present delay those calamities,

but would after his death send on the multitude the
miseries he had determined for them.

§ 3. And these messengers, upon this prophecy of the
woman, came and reported it to the king ; and he sent

round to the people everywhere, and ordered that the priests

and the Levites should assemble at Jerusalem ; and com-
manded that those of every age should be present also.

And when they were gathered together, he first read ta
them the holy books ; after which he stood upon a plat-

form in the midst of the multitude, and obliged them to

make a covenant, with an oath, that they would worship
G-od and keep the laws of Moses. And they gave their

assent willingly, and undertook to do what the king
urged upon them, and immediately offered sacrifices, and
that in an acceptable manner, and besought God to be
gracious and merciful to them. He also enjoined the
high priest, that if there remained in the temple any
vessel that was consecrated to idols or to foreign gods, they
should cast it out : and when a great number of such vessels

were got together, he burnt them, and scattered their ashes,

and slew the priests of the idols, who were not of the family
of Aaron.

§ 4. And when he had done thus in Jerusalem, he went
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into the country, and utterly destroyed the buildings that
had been set up therein by king Jeroboam in honour of the
strange gods, and he burnt the bones of the false prophets
upon the altar which Jeroboam first built. So it came to
pass as the prophet Jadon,^ who came to Jeroboam when
he was offering sacrifice, foretold in the hearing of all the
people, viz., that a certain man of the house of David,
Josiah by name, should do what I have here mentioned.
And it happened that those predictions took effect after
three hundred and sixty-one years.

§ 5. Afterthese things Josiahwentalsotoallthelsraelites
who had escaped captivity and slavery under the Assyrians,
and persuaded them to desist from their impious practices,

and to leave off the honours they paid to strange gods,
and to worship rightly their own Almighty God, and ad-
here to him. He also searched the houses and villages and
cities, suspecting that somebody might have some idols

in private. Moreover he took away the chariots [of
the sun] that were set up in his royal palace, which his

predecessors had made, and whatever else there was besides
which they worshipped as G-od. And when he had thus
purified all the country, he called the people to Jerusalem,
and there celebrated the feast of Unleavened Bread called

the Passover. He also gave the people, for the Paschal sacri-

fices, thirty thousand young kids of the goats and lambs,
and three thousand oxen for burnt-offerings. The prin-

cipal Jews also gave to the priests for the Passover two
thousand six hundred lambs ; the principal Jews also gave
to the Levites five thousand lambs and five hundred oxen.

Thus there was great plenty of victims, and they offered

the sacrifices according to the laws of Moses, every priest

showing the way and ministering to the people. Indeed
there had been no other Passover thus celebrated by the

Hebrews since the times of Samuel the prophet, and the
reason was that all things were performed according to the

laws, and according to the national rites. And when
Josiah had after this lived in peace, nay, in riches and
reputation also among all men, he ended his life in the

manner following.

' Josephus, by a slip of memory, has the prophet Ahijah.
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CHAP. V.

Hoiv Josiah fougJit with Necho, King of Egypt, and was

wounded, and died soon afterwards ; as also, how Necho

carried Jehoahaz, who Jiad been made King, into Egypt,

and transferred the Kingdom, to JehoiaJcim : also concern-

ing Jeremiah and EzeJciel.

§
1-

^TOW Necho, king of Egypt, raised an army, and
"I marched to the river Euphrates, in order to fight with

the Medes and Babylonians, who had overthrown the

empire of the Assyrians, for he had a desire to reign over

Asia. Now when he was come to the city of Mendes,^

which belonged to the kingdom of Judah, Josiah brought

an army to hinder him from passing through his country

in his expedition against the Medes. And Necho sent a

herald to Josiah, and told him that he did not make
this expedition against him, but was pushing on to the

Euphrates, and bade him not provoke him to fight against

him, because he hindered his march to the place where
he had resolved to go to. But Josiah did not hearken to

this message of Necho, but put himself in a position to

hinder Necho from his intended march, fate, I suppose,

pushing him on to this conduct, that it might have an
opportunity against him. For as he was setting his army in

battle-array, and riding about in his chariot from one wing
of his army to another, one of the Egyptians shot an arrow
at him, and put an end to his eagerness for fighting ; for

being sorely wounded, he commanded a retreat to be
sounded for his army, and returned to Jerusalem, and died

of his wound, and was magnificently buried in the

sepulchre of his fathers, having lived thirty-nine years, and
of them reigned thirty-one. And all the people mourned
greatly for him, lamenting and grieving many days : and
Jeremiah the prophet composed an elegy in lamentation of

him which is still extant. This prophet also foretold the

' In 2 ChroD. xxxt. 22. The town is said to have been Megiddo, now
el-LejjUn,
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sad calamities that were coining upon the city. He also

left behind hiia in writing a description of that destruc-
tion of our nation which has lately happened in our days,
and of the taking of Babylon. Nor was he the only
prophet who delivered such predictions beforehand to the
people, for so did Ezetiel also, who was the first person
that left behind him in writing two books about these

events. Now these two prophets were priests by birth,

and Jeremiah dwelt in Jerusalem from the thirteenth year
of the reign of Josiah until the city and temple were
utterly destroyed., But I shall relate what befell this pro-

phet in its proper place.

§ 2. "Upon the death of Josiah, as I have already

said, his son, Jehoahaz by name, succeeded to the king-

dom, being about twenty-three years old. He reigned in

Jerusalem, and his mother was Hamutal, of the city of

Libnah.' He was an impious man, and impure in his

course of life : and when the king of Egypt returned from
the war, he sent for Jehoahaz to come to him to the city

called Hamath, which belongs to Sp'ia ; and when he was
come, he put him in bonds, and delivered the kingdom to

a brother of his on the father's side, whose name was
Eliakim, and changed his name to Jehoiakim, and laid a

tribute upon the land of a hundred talents of silver and
a talent of gold, and Jehoiakim paid this sum of money by
way of tribute: but Necho carried away Jehoahaz into

Egypt where he died, having reigned three months and
ten days. Now Johoiakim's mother was called Zabudah,
she was a native of the city of Abuma.^ He was of a

wicked and malevolent disposition, neither religious towards

God nor kind towards men.

' A town in the ' lowland' of Jndab, near Lachish, not yet identified.

' Possibly Bdmeh, north of Nazareth.
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CHAP. VI.

How Nebuchadnezzar, when he had conquered the King of
Egypt, made an Expedition against the Jews, and slew

Jehoiakim, and made his son Jehoiachin king.

§1-

NOW in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, one
whose name was Nebuchadnezzar became ruler over

the Babylonians, and at the same time went up with a
great army to the city of Carchemish,"^ which was near the
Euphrates, intending to fight with Necho king of Egypt,
under whom all Syria then was. And when Necho learnt

of the intention of the Babylonian, and that this expe-
dition was made against him, he did not make light of the
matter, but started with a great band of men for the
Euphrates, to defend himself from Nebuchadnezzar ; and
when they joined battle, he was beaten, and lost many
myriads in the battle. Then the king of Babylon passed over
the Euphrates, and took all Syria as far as Pelusium except
Judsea. And when Nebuchadnezzar had already reigned
four years, which was the eighth year of Jehoiakim's rule
over the Hebrews, he made an expedition with a mightv
force against the Jews, and required tribute of Jehoiakim,
and threatened on his refusal to make war upon him.
Jehoiakim was alarmed at this threatening, and bought
peace with money, and for two years brought the tribute
he was ordered to bring.

§ 2. But in the third year, upon hearing that the
Egyptians were marching against the Babylonian, he did
not pay his tribute, yet was he disappointed of his hope,
for the Egyptians durst not fight. And indeed the pro-
phet Jeremiah foretold every day, how vainly they per-
sisted in relying on Egypt, and how the city would be
overthrown by the king of Babylon, and how Jehoiakim
the king would be subdued by him. But what he thus
spoke proved to be of no advantage to them, because there

' Jerablus, on the Euphrates, or Membij.
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were none that should escape ; for both the multitude and
the rulers, when they heard him, paid no attention to

what they heard ; but being displeased at what was said,

as if the prophet were a prophet of evil against the king,

they accused Jeremiah, and bringing him before the court,

asked that he should be sentenced and punished. Now
all the rest gave their votes for his condemnation, but the
elders refused, who prudently sent away the prophet from
the court, and urged the rest to do Jeremiah no harm ; for

they said that he was not the only person who had foretold

what would come to the city, but that Micah had announced
the same before him, as well as several others, none of

whom suffered anything at the hands of the kings that

then reigned, but were honoured as the prophets of God.
And they mollified the multitude with these words, and
delivered Jeremiah from the punishment decreed against

him. Now when this prophet had written all his prophe-
cies, and the people were fasting and assembled at the

temple, in the ninth month of the fifth year of Jehoiakim,

he read the book he had composed of his predictions of

what was to befall the city and temple and people. And
when the rulers heard of it, they took the book from him,
and bade him and Baruch the scribe go and hide them-
selves, lest they should be discovered ; but they took the

book and gave it to the king, and he gave order, in the

presence of his friends, that his scribe should take it and
read it. When the king heard what it contained, he was
angry and tore it, and cast it into the fire, where it was
consumed. He also commanded that they should seek for

Jeremiah and Baruch the scribe, and bring them to him,

that they might be punished. However they escaped his

anger.

§ 3. Not long afterwards the king of Babylon made
an expedition against Jehoiakim, who received him into

the city from fear of the predictions of Jeremiah, sup-

posing that he should suffer nothing that was terrible,

because he neither shut the gates, nor fought against him.

Howbeit when Nebuchadnezzar was come into the city, he

did not observe the covenants he had made, but he slew

such as were in the flower of their age, and such as were of

the greatest beauty, together with their king Jehoiakim,
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•whom he commanded to be thrown before the walls with-

out any burial, and made his son Jehoiachin king of the

country and city. He also took captive three thousand
of the principal persons, and led them away to Babylon

:

among whom was the prophet Bzekiel, who was then but
a boy. And this was the end of king Jehoiakim, when he
had lived thirty-six years, and of them reigned eleven : and
Jehoiachin succeeded him in the kingdom, whose mother's

name was Nehushta, she was a citizen of Jerusalem. He
reigned only three months and ten days.

CHAP. vn.

How the King of Babylon repented of maJcing JeJwiachin

King, and took him away to Babylon, and transferred the

Kingdom to Zedekiah. This King would not believe what
was predicted by Jeremiah and Ezekiel, but joined himself
to the Egyptians ; who, when they came into Judcea, were
vanquished hy the King of Babylon ; as also vjhat befell

Jeremiah.

. §
1-

FOE. a terror soon seized on the king of Babylon, who
had given the kingdom to Jehoiachin, for he was

afraid that he would bear him a grudge because of his

killing his father, and would therefore make the country
revolt from him. So he sent an army, and besieged
Jehoiachin in Jerusalem. And he, because he was by
nature good and just, did not desire to see the city en-
dangered on his account, but took his mother and kindred
and delivered them to the commanders sent by the king of

Babylon, and accepted of their oaths, that neither they nor
the city should suffer any harm, which agreement they
did not observe for a single year. For the king of Babylon
did not keep it, but gave orders to his generals to take
captive all that were in the city, both the youth and the
handicraftsmen, and bring them bound to him (their

number was ten thousand eight hundred and thirty-two),

as also Jehoiachin and his mother and friends. And when
these were brought to him, he kept them in custody, and
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appointed Zedekiah Jehoiachin's uncle to be king: and
made him take an oath, that he would certainly keep the
country for him, and make no revolt, nor have any friend-
ship with the Egyptians.

§ 2. Now Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he
took the government, and he had the same mother as his

brother Jehoiakim, and he was a despiser of justice and of
his duty. Indeed both those of the same age with him
and his court were wicked, and the whole multitude did
what unjust and insolent things they pleased ; so that the
prophet Jeremiah came often to him and protested, and
bade him leave ofE all his impieties and transgressions, and
see to what was right, and neither give ear to the rulers

(among whom were wicked men), nor give credit to the
false prophets, who deluded them, as if the king of Babylon
woidd no more make war against Jerusalem, and as if the
Egyptians would make war against him and conquer him,
since what they said was not true, and the events would not
prove such. Now Zedekiah himself, as long as he heard
the prophet speak, beheved him, and agreed to everything

as true, and supposed what he recommended was for his

advantage ; but afterwards his friends perverted him, and
dissuaded him from what the prophet advised, and got him
to do what they pleased. Ezekiel also prophesied inBabylon
what calamities were coming upon the people, which when
he heard, he sent accounts of them to Jerusalem. But
Zedekiah did not believe their prophecies for the following

reason. It happened that the two prophets agreed with
one another in what they said in all other things, as that

the city should be taken, and Zedekiah himself should be
taken captive, but Ezekiel differed in saying that Zedekiah
should not see Babylon, while Jeremiah told him that the

king of Babylon should carry him thither in bonds. And
because they did not both say the same thing as to this

circumstance, he disbelieved what they both appeared to

agree in, and condemned them as not speaking truth

therein, although all the things foretold him did come to

pass according to their prophecies, as I shall show upon a

fitter opportunity.

§ 3. Now when Zedekiah had preserved friendship with

the Babylonians for eight years, he broke it, and allied
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himself to the Egyptians, in hope of overcoming the

Babylonians by their assistance. "When the king of Babylon
learnt this, he marched against him, and laid his country
waste, and took his fortified towns, and came to the city

Jerusalem itself to besiege it. And when the king of

Egypt heard what circumstances his ally Zedekiah was in,

he took a great army with him, and came into Judsea, in-

tending to raise the siege: upon which the king of Babylon
departed from Jerusalem, and met the Egyptians, and
joined battle with them and beat them, and put them to

flight, and pursued them, and drove them out of all Syria.

But as soon as the king of Babylon had departed from
Jerusalem, the false prophets deceived Zedekiah, and said

that the king of Babylon would not any more make war
against him or his people, nor remove them out of their

own country into Babylon, but that those now in captivity

would return with all those vessels of the temple of which
the king of Babylon had spoiled the temple. But Jere-

miah came forward, and prophesied what was contrary to

those predictions, and what proved to be true. He said

they did ill, and deluded the king; for the Egyptians
would be of no advantage to them, but the king of Babylon
would renew the war against Jerusalem, and besiege it

again, and would destroy the people by famine, and carry

away those that remained into captivity, and would take
away what they had as spoil, and would carry ofE the

riches that were in the temple, and moreover would burn
it, and utterly overthrow the city, and they should serve

him and his posterity seventy years ; but the Persians and
Medes should put an end to their servitude, and overthrow
the Babylonians, and then they should be let go, and
return to their own land, and rebuild the temple, and
restore Jerusalem. When Jeremiah said this, most people
believed him, but the rulers and those that were wicked
despised him, as one out of his mind. Now he had resolved
to go to his native place, which was called Anathoth,' and
was twenty furlongs from Jerusalem, and as he was going,

one of the rulers met him, and arrested him, and accused
him falsely of going as a deserter to the Babylonians : but

' Now 'Andia, three miles north-east of Jerusalem.
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Jeremiali said that he accused him falsely, and added that
he was only going to his native place. But the other
would not believe him, but arrested him and led him
away to the rulers for sentence, at whose hands he endured
all sorts of outrage and tortures, and was reserved to be
punished ; and this was the condition he was in for some
time, unjustly suffering what I have already described.

§ 4. Now in the ninth year of the reign of Zedekiah, on
the tenth day of the tenth month, the king of Babylon
made a second expedition against Jerusalem, and sat down
before it eighteen months, and besieged it with the utmost
energy. There came upon them also two of the greatest
calamities at the same time that Jerusalem was besieged,
a famine and pestilence, and made great havoc of them

:

and though the prophet Jeremiah was in prison, he did
not rest, but cried out and preached aloud, and exhorted
the multitude to open their gates, and admit the king of
Babylon, for if they did so they and their households should
be preserved, but if they did not do so they should perish.

He also foretold, that if any one stayed in the city, he
should certainly die in one of two ways, he should either

be consumed by famine, or slain by the enemy's sword,
but if he would flee to the enemy, he should escape death.
But those rulers who heard did not believe him, even when
they were in the midst of their sore calamities, but went
to the king in their anger, and informed him of what
Jeremiah said, and accused him, and complained of the
prophet as a madman, and one that disheartened their

minds, and by his prediction of miseries diminished the
zeal of the multitude, who were otherwise ready to expose
themselves to dangers for king and country, while he in a
threatening way warned them to flee to the enemy, and
told them that the city would certainly be taken and
utterly destroyed.

§ 5. Now the king himself was not at all personally irri-

tated against Jeremiah, such was his gentle and righteous

disposition
;
yet that he might not be engaged in a quarrel

with the rulers at such a time, by opposing their wishes,

he let them do with the prophet whatever they would : and
when the king had granted them that permission, they

at once went to the prison and took Jeremiah, and let
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liim. down with a cord into a pit full of mire, that he might
he suffocated, and so not die at their hands. And he stood

up to his neck in the mire, which was all round him, and
so continued. But one of the king's servants, who was
in esteem with him, an Ethiopian by descent, told the

king what a state the prophet was in, and said that his

friends and the rulers had done evil in plunging the pro-

phet into the mire, and so contriving against him, that he
should suffer a death more bitter than that by his bonds only.

Whenthe king heard this, he repented of hishaving delivered
up the prophet to the rulers, and bade the Ethiopian take
thirty men of the king's guards, and cords with them, and
whatever else he thought necessary for the prophet's pre-

servation, and draw him up immediately. So the Ethio-
pian took the men he was ordered to take, and drew up
the prophet out of the mire, and left him at liberty.

§ 6. And when the king sent for him privately, and in-

quired what he could say to him from God, and desired

him to inform him what might be suitable to his present
circumstances, Jeremiah replied that he had somewhat to

say, but would not be believed, nor hearkened to if he ad-
monished him, " for," (continued he,) " thy friends have
determined to destroy me, as though I had been guilty of
some wickedness ; and where are now those men who de-
ceived you, and said that the king of Babylon would not
come and fight against us any more ? But I am afraid now
to speak the truth, lest thou shouldst condemn me to die."

And when the king had assured him upon oath, that he
would neither himself put him to death, nor deliver him
up to the rulers, he became bold upon that assurance being
given him, and advised him to deliver up the city to the
Babylonians. And he addedthat it was God that prophesied
this by him, that he must do so if he would be preserved,
and escape out of the danger he was in, and that then
neither should the city be razed to the ground, nor should
the temple be burned ; but if he disobeyed he would be
the cause of these miseries coming upon the citizens, and
of the calamity that would befall his whole house. When
the king heard this, he said that he would willingly do
what he advised him to do, and what he declared would
'be for his advantage, but that he was afraid of those of
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his o-wn country that had deserted to the Babylonians, lest

he should be calumniated by them to the king of Babylon,

and be punished. But the prophet encouraged him, and
said he had no cause to fear such punishment, for i£

he would dehver up the city to the Babylonians, he should

not experience any misfortune, either himself or his chil-

dren, or his wives, and the temple should also continue

uninjured. And when Jeremiah had said this, the Mng
dismissed him, and charged him to betray to none of the

citizens what they had resolved on, nor to tell any of the

rulers, if they should have learned that he had been sent

for, and should ask what he had said to him ; but to pre-

tend to them that he had begged only that he might not

be kept in bonds and in prison. And indeed he said so to

them ; for they came to the prophet, and asked him, what
advice it was that he went to give the king as to them ?

And thus I have finished what concerns this matter.

CHAP. vni.

Sow the King of Babylon ioolc Jerusalem and burnt the

Temple, and removed Zedekiah and the People of Jeru-

salem to Babylon. Also a list of the High Priests under the

Kings.

NOW the king of Babylon was very intent and earnest

upon the siege of Jerusalem, and he erected towers

upon great earthworks, and from them repelled those that

stood upon the walls ; he also threw up a great number of

such earthworks round the whole city, whose height was

equal to the walls. However, those that were within

bore the siege with courage and energy, for they were not

disheartened either by the famine or pestilence, but were

stout-hearted in the prosecution of the war, although those

miseries within harassed them, and did not suffer them-

selves to be terrified either by the contrivances of the

enemy or by their engines of war, but devised engines to

oppose all the enemy's ones, till indeed the whole struggle

between the Babylonians and the people of Jerusalem
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seemed to be whioli liad the greater sagacity and skill

;

the former supposing they would be by their skill in war
more than a m^atch for the others for the destruction of

the city ; the latter placing their hopes of deliverance in

nothing else but in persevering in such counter-inventions

as might demonstrate the enemy's engines to be useless.

And this siege they endured for eighteen months, until

they were undone by famine, and by the darts which the

enemy threw at them from the towers.

§ 2. Now the city was taken in the eleventh year of the
reign of Zedekiah, in the ninth day of the fourth month.
It was taken by the generals of the king of Babylon, to

whom Nebuchadnezzar committed the siege, for he abode
himself in the city of Riblah.' The names of the generals

who took and subdued Jerusalem, if any one desire to

know them, were these, Nergal Sharezer, Samgar Nebo,
Eabsaris, Sarsechim, and Kabmag. And when the city

was taken about midnight, and the enemy's generals had
entered into the temple, Zedekiah, learning it, took his

wives and children and captains and friends, and with them
fled out of the city through the fortified ditch and through
the desert. And when certain deserters had informed the
Babylonians of this, they made haste at daybreak to
pursue after Zedekiah, and overtook him not far from
Jericho, and surrounded him. Then those friends and
captains of Zedekiah who had fle4_.out of the city with him,
when they saw the enemy near, left him and dispersed,

some one way some another, for every one resolved to

save himself; so the enemy took Zedekiah alive (as he
was deserted by all but a few), with his children and
his wives, and brought him to the king. When he was
come, Nebuchadnezzer began to call him a wicked wretch,
and a covenant-breaker, and one that had forgotten his

former words, when he promised to keep the country
for him. He also reproached him for his ingratitude, see-

ing that when he had received the kingdom from him, who
had taken it from Jehoiachin and given it him, he had
made use of his power against him that gave it ; " but,"
he added, " God is great, who hated that conduct of yours,

' New mileh, oil the Orontes, thirty-five miles from Ba'albek.
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and has brought you under us." And when he had used
these words to Zedekiah, he commanded his sons and his
friends to be slain, while Zedekiah and the rest of the cap-
tives looked on, after which he put out the eyes of Zede-
kiah, and bound him, and carried him ofE to Babylon.
And so those things happened to him, which Jeremiah and
Ezekiel foretold to him, that he should be taken and
brought before the king of Babylon, and should speak to
him face to face, and should see his eyes with his own
eyes. And thus much did Jeremiah prophesy, but he was
also made blind, and brought to Babylon, and did not see
it, according to the prediction of Ezekiel.

§ 3. I have narrated this, because it is sufficient to
show the nature of God to such as are ignorant of it, how
it is various and acts in many different ways, and how all

events happen in a regular manner in their proper season,

and how it foretells what must come to pass. It is also

sufficient to show the ignorance and incredulity of men,
whereby they are not permitted to foresee the future at

all, and are without any guard exposed to calamities, so

that it is impossible for them to avoid the experience of

them.

§ 4. Thus the kings of David's race ended their lives,

being in number twenty-one including the last king,

and reigned altogether five hundred and fourteen years
six months and ten days ; of whom Saul, their first king,

retained the kingdom twenty years, though he was not of

the same tribe as the rest.

§ 5. And now it was that the king of Babylon sent

Nebuzaradan, the general of his army, to Jerusalem, to

pillage the temple, and commanded him to bum it and the
royal palace, and to lay the city even with the ground, and
to transplant the people to Babylon. Accordingly he went
to Jerusalem in the eleventh year of king Zedekiah, and
pillaged the temple, and carried off the vessels of God
both gold and silver, and the large laver which Solomon
dedicated, as also the pillars of brass and their chapi-

ters, and the golden tables and candlesticks. And when
he had carried these off, he set fire to the temple in

the fifth month, on the first day of the month, in the

eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, and in the

II. Q
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eighteentli year of Nebuchadnezzar ; he also burnt the

palace, and razed the city to the ground. Now the temple

was burnt four hundred and seventy years, six months,

and ten days, after it was built. It was then one thousand
and sixty-two years, six mouths, and ten days, from the

departure out of Egypt ; and the whole interval from the

deluge to the destruction of the temple was one thousand

nine hundred and fifty-seven years, six months, and ten

days ; and from the birth of Adam, till this befell the

temple, there were three thousand five hundred and
thirteen years, six months, and ten days. Such was
the number of years, and the actions that were done
during those years I have particularly related. And
the general of the Babylonian king razed the city to

the ground, and removed all the people, and took cap-

tive the high priest Seraiah, and Zephaniali the priest

next to him in rank, and the rulers that guarded
the temple, who were three in number, and the eunuch
who was over the armed men, and seven friends of

Zedekiah, and his scribe, and sixty other rulers, all of

whom, together with the vessels which he had pillaged, he
carried to the king of Babylon to Eiblah,' a city in Syria.

And the king commanded the heads of the high priest and
of the rulers to be cut off there ; but he himself took

Zedekiah and aU the captives to Babylon. He also led

away bound the high priest Josedek, who was the son of

Seraiah the high priest, whom the king of Babylon had
slain in Riblah, a city in Syria, as I have just related.

§ 6. And now, since I have enumerated the succession

of the kings, and who they were, and how long they
reigned, I think it necessary to set dovn\ the names of the

high priests, and who they were that succeeded one
another in the high priesthood under the kings. The first

high priest then of the temple which Solomon built, was
Zadok ; after him his son Achimas received that dignity

;

after Achimas came Azarias ; his son was Joram, and
Joram's son was Issus ;

after him came Axioramus : his son
was Phideas, and Phideas' son was Sudeas, and Sudeas'
son was Juelus, and Juelus' son was Jotliam, and Jotham's

' See note 1, p. 224.
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sonwasITrias, andUrias'son wasNerias.aiidNerias' sonwas
Odeas, and Ms son was Sallumus, and Sallumus' son was
Elcias, and bis son [was Azarias,' and his son] was Seraiali,

and his son was Josedek, who was carried captive to Baby-
lon. All these received the high priesthood hy succession

in direct descent.

§ 7. When the king was come to Bahylon, he kept

Zedekiah in prison until he died, and buried him magnifi-

cently, and dedicated the vessels he had pillaged from the

temple of Jerusalem to his own gods, and planted the

people in the country of Babylon, and freed the high priest

from his bonds.

CHAP. IX.

Soic Xehiizai-adan set Gedaliah over fhe Jeics that u-ere left

in Jud<fa. who was sh-ortly afierwards slain by Ishmael

:

and how Johanan, after Ishmael was driven aicay, went

down into Egypt with the People, whom Neltichadnezzar.

iohen he made an E.rpedition against the Eg^yptiaiis, took

captive, and led away to Babylon.

§1-

NOW Nebuzaradan. the general of the army, when he

had carried the people of the Jews into captivity, left

the poor and deserters in the country, and made Gedaliah.

the son of Ahikam. a person of noble family, their gover-

nor. He was of a gentle and righteous disposition, and
commanded them to till the ground, and pay a fixed

tribute to the king. He also took Jeremiah the prophet

out of prison, and urged him to go with him to Babylon,

for he had been enjoined by the king to supply him with

whatever he wanted : but if he did not like to do so. he

desired him to inform him where he resolved to dwell.

' I have here inserted in brackets this high priest Ararias, though he

is omitted in all Josephus" copies, out of the Jewish chronicle. Sedar

Diam, of hi'W little authority soever I generally esteem such late rab-

binical historiims. because we know from Josephus himself, that the

number of the high priests belonging to this interval was eighteen.

Antiii. XX. 10, whereas his copies have here but seventeen.—W.
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that lie might signify the same to the king : but the pro-

phet had no mind to follow him, nor to dwell anywhere
else, but was content to live among the ruins of his

country and its miserable remains. When the general

understood what his purpose was, he enjoined Gedaliah,

whom he left behind, to take all possible care of him, and
to supply him with whatever he wanted; and when he
had given him rich presents, he dismissed him. So Jere-

miah dwelt in a city of that country called Mizpah ;
^ and

begged of Nebuzaradan, that he would set at liberty his

disciple Baruch, the son of Neriah, who was of a very

eminent family, and exceedingly skilful in the language of

his country.

§ 2. When Nebuzaradan had done all this, he set out for

Babylon : but as to those that had fled away during the

siege of Jerusalem, and had been scattered all over the
country, when they heard that the Babylonians were gone
away, and had left a remnant in the land about Jerusalem,

who were to cultivate it, they flocked together from all parts

to Gedaliah at Mizpah. Now the rulers that were over
them were Johanan, the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah, and
Seraiah, and others besides them. Now there was of the
royal family one Ishmael, a wicked man and very crafty,

who, during the siege of Jerusalem, fled to Baalim, the
king of the Ammonites, and dwelt with him during that
time : and Gedaliah persuaded them, now they were there,

to stay with him, and to have no fear of the Babylonians,
for if they would cultivate the country, they should suffer

no harm. This he assured them by oath : and said, that
they should have him for their patron, and if any dis-

turbance should arise, they should find him ready to defend
them. He also advised them to dwell in any city they
each pleased, and to send men with his own servants to re-

build the houses upon their old foundations, and dwell in
them, and admonished them beforehand to lay up a stock,

while they had time, of corn and wine and oil, that they
might have whereon to feed during the winter. When
he had spoken thus to them, he dismissed them, that

' Probably the country north of Jerusalem, in the vicinity of Hehy
Samwil.
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every one might dwell in what place in the country he
pleased.

§ 3. Now when it was spread abroad among the nations
that bordered on Judaea, that Gedaliah kindly entertained
the fugitives that went to him, the only condition being
that they should pay tribute to the king of Babylon, they
also came readUy to Gedaliah, and inhabited the country.

And when Johanan and the rulers that were with him
observed the state of the country, and the goodness and
humanity of Gedaliah, they were exceedingly in love with
him, and told him that Saalim, the king of the Ammonites,
had sent Ishmael to kill him by treachery and secretly, that

he might have the dominion over the Israelites, as he was
of the royal family. And they said that he might deliver

himself from this treacherous design, if he would give

them leave to slay Ishmael, and nobody should know it.

For they told him they were afraid that, if he was killed

by Ishmael, the entire ruin of the remaining strength of

the Israelites would ensue. But he declared that he
could not beUeve what they said, when they told him of

such a treacherous design on the part of a man that had
been well treated by him ; for it was not probable that one

who, in such a want of all things, had failed of nothing

that was necessary from him, should be found so wicked

and ungrateful towards his benefactor (when it would be

great wickedness in him not to endeavour earnestly to

save him, if he were treacherously assaulted by others)

as to seek to kUl him with his own hand. However,

if he ought to suppose this information true, it was
better for himself to be slain by him, than to destroy a

man who fled to him for refuge, and intrusted his own
safety to him, and committed himself to his disposal.

§ 4. So Johanan and the rulers that were with him, not

being able to persuade Gedaliah, went away : but after

thirty days had elapsed, Ishmael came again to Gedaliah,

to the city of Mizpah, and ten men with him ; and when
Gedaliah had feasted Ishmael and those that were with

him with a splendid table, and had given them presents,

he became drunk, as he entertained them ; and when
Ishmael saw him in that case, and that he was immersed

in his cups to the degree of insensibihty, and had fallen
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asleep, he jumped up on a sudden with his ten friends,

and slew Gedaliah and those that were reclining with him
at the feast. And when he had slain them, he went out
hy night, and slew all the Jews that were in the city, and
those soldiers also who had been left therein by the Baby-
lonians. And the next day fourscore men came out of the-

country with presents for G-edaliah, none of them knowing
what had befallen him ; and when Ishmael saw them, he
invited them in to Gedaliah, and when they were come in,

he shut up the court-yard and slew them, and cast their

dead bodies down a certain deep pit, that they might not
be seen. But Ishmael spared those of these fourscore

men that entreated him not to kill them till they had
delivered up to him what they had concealed in the fields,

as furniture and raiment and corn. He also took captive

the people that were in Mizpah, with their wives and
children ; among whom were the daughters of king Zede-
kiah, whom Nebuzaradan, the general of the army of

Babylon, had left with Gedaliah. And when he had done
all this, he went to the king of the Ammonites.

§ 5. But when Johanan and the rulers with him heard
of what had been done at Mizpah by Ishmael, and of the
death of Gedaliah, they were indignant at it, and every

one of them took his own armed men, and set out to fight

against Ishmael, and overtook him at the fountain in

Hebron. And when those that were carried away captive by
Ishmael saw Johanan and the rulers, they were very glad,

and looked upon them as coming to their assistance ; so
they left him that had carried them away captive, and went
over to Johanan. Then Ishmael, with eight men, fled to
the king of the Ammonites ; but Johanan took those whom
he had rescued out of the hands of Ishmael, the eunuchs
the women and the children, and went to a certain place
called Mandra,^ and there they abode that day. For they
had determined to remove from thence and go into Egypt,
fearing that the Babylonians would slay them in case they
continued in the country, in their anger at the slaughter of
Gedaliah, who had been set over it by them as governor.

§ 6. Now while this was their intention, Johanan, the

' A place apparently on the road to Egypt, not j'et identified.



CHAP. IX.] ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 231

son of Kareah, and the rulers that were with him, went
to Jeremiah the prophet, and desired that he would
pray to G-od, and, because they were at an utter loss as to
what they ought to do, that he would discover it to them,
and they swore that they would do whatever Jeremiah
should tell them. And when the prophet said he would
be their intercessor with Grod, it came to pass ten days
after that God appeared to him, and told him to inform
Johanan and the other rulers, and all the people, that he
would be with them, and take care of them, and keep them
from being hurt by the Babylonians of whom they were
afraid, while they continued in that coimtry, but that he
would desert them if they went into Egypt, and, in his

wrath against them, would inflict the same punishments
upon them which they knew their brethren had already
suffered. But when the prophet informed Johanan and
the people that G-od had foretold these things, he was
not believed when he said that God commanded them to

continue in that country, for they imagined he said so to

gratify Baruch his own disciple, and belied God, and
urged them to stay there that they might be destroyed
by the Babylonians. So both the people and Johanan
disobeyed the counsel of God, which he gave them by the

prophet, and removed into Egypt, and carried Jeremiah
and Baruch along with them.

§ 7. And when they were there, G-od signified to the

prophet, that the king of Babylon- was about to make an
expedition against the Egyptians, and commanded him to

foretell to the people that Egypt would be taken, and that

the king of Babylon would slay some of them, and would
take others captive, and bring them to Babylon. And
all this came to pass. For in the fifth year after the

destruction of Jerusalem, which was the twenty-third year

of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, he made an expedition

against Ccele-Syria, and when he had possessed himself of

it, he made war against the Ammonites and Moabites
;

and when he had brought all those nations under sub-

jection, he attacked Egypt in order to overthrow it : and
he slew the king that then reigned, and set up another

;

and those Jews that were captive there he led away to

Babylon. And such was the end of the nation of the
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Hebrews, who tradition tells us went twice beyond the

Euphrates. For the ten tribes were carried out of Samaria
by the Assyrians in the days of king Hoshea ; and after,

wards those of the two tribes that remained after Jerusalem

was taken were carried away by Nebuchadnezzar, the king

of Babylon and Chaldsea. Now as to Shalmanezer, when
he removed the Israelites out of their country, he placed

therein instead the nation of theCuthseans, who hadformerly
belonged to the inner parts of Persia and Media, but were
now called Samaritans, as they took the name of the country

to which they were removed. But the king of Babylon,

who brought out the two tribes, placed no other nation in

their country, by which means all Judaea and Jerusalem
and the temple continued to be deserted for seventy years.

And the entire interval of time from the captivity of the

Israelites to the carrying away of the two tribes was a

hundred and thirty years, six months, and ten days.

CHAP. X.

Concerning Daniel, and what hefell Mm at Babylon.

§1-

NOW Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took the most
noble chUdren of the Jews, and the kinsmen of Zede-

kiah their king, such as were remarkable for the beauty of

their bodies, and the comeliness of their countenances, and
delivered them into the hands of tutors for their education,

castrating some of them (which course he took also with
those of other nations, whom he had taken in the flower of

their age), and supplied them their diet from his own table,

and had them instructed in the customs of the country, and
taught the learning of the Chaldaeans ; and they had now
exercised themselves sufficiently in the wisdom which he
had ordered they should apply themselves to. Now among
them were four of the family of Zedekiah, of most excel-

lent dispositions, one of whom was called Daniel, another
Ananias, another Misael, and the fourth Azarias : but the

king of Babylon changed their names, and commanded that
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they should have other names ; Daniel he called Baltasar

—Ananias, Shadrach— Misael, Meshach— and Azarias,

Ahednego. These the king held in esteem and continued

to love, because of their very excellent natural dispositions,

and because of their application to learning, and the pro-

gress they made in wisdom.

§ 2. NowDanielandhiskinsmenhad resolved to usea plain
diet, and to abstain from those kinds of food which came
from the king's table, and entirely to forbear from eating

animal food, so he went to Aschanes, the eunuch to whom
the care of them was committed, and asked him to take

and use what was brought for them from the king, but to

give them pulse and dates for their food, and any thing

else that he pleased except animal food ; for their inclina-

tions were for that sort of diet, and they despised the other.

He replied, that he was ready to serve them in what they

desired, but he suspected that they would be discovered by
the king, from the thinness of their bodies and the altera-

tion of their countenances, for their bodies and colours

would be sure to change with their diet, especially as they

would be clearly discovered by the finer condition of the

other children who fared better, and so they would bring

him in danger, and occasion his being punished. However
they persuaded Aschanes in spite of his fears to give them
the food they desired for ten days by way of trial, and in

case the condition of their bodies was not altered, to go on

in the same way, as it would be certain then that they

would not be hurt thereby, but if he saw them look thin

and worse than the rest, to put them to their former

diet. Now when it appeared they were so far from be-

coming worse by the use of their food, that they grew

plumper and fuller in body than the rest, insomuch

that he thought those who fed on what came from the

king's table seemed in poorer condition, while those that

were with Daniel looked as if they Uved in plenty and all

sorts of luxury, Aschanes thenceforward fearlessly took

himself what the king sent every day from his dinner

according to custom to the lads, but gave them the fore-

mentioned diet. And thus they had their souls more pure

and so fitter for learning, and their bodies in better tune

for hard labour (for they had neither their minds op-
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pressed and heavy with variety of meats, nor were their

bodies pampered on the same account) ; so they readily

picked up all the learning of the Hebrews and Chaldseans,

especially Daniel, who, being already sufficiently skilled

in wisdom, was very apt in the interpretation of dreams ;

and God manifested himself to him.

§ 3. Now, two years after the destruction of Egypt, king
Nebuchadnezzar saw a wonderful dream, the end of which
Grod showed him in his sleep, but when he got up off his

bed, he forgot it, so he sent for the Chaldseans and
magicians and seers, and told them that he had seen a
dream, but informed them that he had forgotten the

end of what he had seen, and enjoined them to tell him
both what the dream was and what its signification. But
they said that this was a thing impossible to be discovered

by men, but promised him, if he would relate to them the

dream he had seen, that they would tell him its significa-

tion. Thereupon he threatened to put them to death,

unless they told him his dream ; and he commanded to

have them all put to death, since they confessed they could
not do what they were commanded to do. Now when
Daniel heard that the king had commanded that all the
wise men should be put to death, and that among them
himself and his three kinsmen were in danger, he went to
Arioch, who was captain of the king's guards, and desired

to know of him the reason why the king had com-
manded that all the wise men and Chaldseans and magi-
cians should be slain. And when he learned that the king
had had a dream, and had forgotten it, and that when
they were enjoined to inform the king of it, they had said

they could not, and had thereby provoked him to anger

;

he begged Arioch to go in to the kiag and ask a respite for

the magicians for one night, and to put off their slaughter
so long, for he hoped within that time to obtain, by prayer
to God, the knowledge of the dream. And Arioch infoi-med
the king of what Daniel desired : and the king bade them
delay the slaughter of the magicians till he knew the result

of Daniel's undertaking. And the young man retired to
his own bouse with his kinsmen, and besought God all that
night to save and deliver the magicians and Chaldasans,
with whom they were themselves also to perish, from the
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king's anger, by enabling him to declare the vision, and to

make manifest what the king had seen the night before in

his sleep, but had forgotten. And God, out of pity to
those that were in danger, and in regard to the wisdom of

Daniel, made known to him the dream and its interpreta-

tion, that so the king might learn from him its signifi-

cation also. When Daniel had obtained this knowledge
from God, he arose very joyful, and told it his brethreru.

and made them glad and hopeful that now they should
preserve their lives, of which they despaired before, and
had their minds full of nothing but the thoughts of dyings

So after he had with them returned thanks to God who
had commiserated their youth, when it was day he went to-

Arioch, and asked him to bring him to the king, for he
wished to tell him the dream which he had seen the night

before.

§ 4. When Daniel was come in to the king, he first de-

precated the idea that he pretended to be wiser than the

other Chaldseans and magicians, as, upon their entire

inability to discover his dream, he was undertaking to

inform him of it, for it was not by his owu skill, or on
account of his having better cultivated his understanding

than the rest, but he said, " God had pity upon us, as we
were in danger of death, and when I prayed for the life of

myself and of those of my own nation, he made manifest

to me both the dream and the interpretation thereof.

And indeed I was not less concerned for thy glory than

for the sorrow that we were by thee condemned to die,

since thou didst so unjustly command men both good and
excellent to be put to death, enjoining them to do what
was entirely above the reach of human wisdom, and re-

quiring of them what was the work only of God. Now
as thou in thy sleep wast solicitous concerning those that

should succeed thee in the government of the whole world,

God wished to show thee all those that should reign after

thee, and to that end exhibited to thee the following

dream. Thou seemedst to see a great image standing

before thee, the head of which was of gold, the shoulders

and arms of silver, and the belly and thighs of brass, but

the legs and feet of iron ; after which thou sawest a stone

broken off from a mountain, which fell upon the image.
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and threw it down, and broke it to pieces, and did not

permit any part of it to remain whole ; but thfe gold, the

silver, the iron, and the brass, became finer than meal,

and, upon the blast of a violent wind, was by force carried

away and scattered abroad, but the stone did increase to

such a degree, that the whole earth beneath it seemed to

be filled therewith. This is the dream which thou sawest,

and its interpretation is as follows. The head of gold

denotes thee and those that have been kings of Babylon
before thee ; and the two hands and arms signify this,

that thy empire shall be destroyed by two kings ; but

another king that shall come from the west, armed with

brass, shall destroy their empire ; and another power that

shall be like unto iron shall put an end to the power of

the former, and shall have dominion over all the earth, on

account of the nature of iron, which is stronger than that

of gold and silver and brass." Daniel did also declare the

meaning of the stone to the king,^ but I do not think

proper to relate that, since I have only undertaken to

describe things past or present, not things that are future

:

yet if anyone be so very desirous of knowing the truth, as

not to waive such points of curiosity, and cannot curb his

inclination for learning the uncertainties of futurity, let

him carefully read the book of Daniel, which he will find

among the sacred writings.

§ 5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this and recognized

his dream, he was astonished at the nature of Daniel, and
fell upon his face and saluted Daniel in the manner that

men worship God, and gave command that he should be

sacrificed to as a god. And this was not all, for he
also imposed the name of his own god upon him, and
made him and his kinsmen rulers of his whole king-

dom ; which kinsmen of his happened to fall into great

' Of this most remarkable passage in Josephus, concerning the ' stone

cut out of the mountain, and destroying the image,' which he would not

explain, but intimated to be a prophecy of futurity, and probably not

safe for him to explain, as belonging to the destruction of the Koman
empire by Jesus Christ, the true Messiah of the Jews, take the words of

Havercamp, chap. x. § 4, " Nor is this to be wondered at, that he would
not now meddle with things future, for he had no mind to provoke the

Homans, by speaking of the destruction of that city, which they called

the ' eternal city.' "—W.
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danger through the envy and malice of [their enemies ;] for

they offended the king for the following reason. The king
made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cuhits, and
its breadth six cubits, and set it up in the great plain of
Babylon ; and when he was going to dedicate it, he invited
the principal men out of all his dominions, and commanded
them in the first place, that when they should hear the
sound of the trumpet, they should then fall down and
worship the image ; and he threatened that those who did
not do so should be cast into a fiery furnace. When
therefore all the rest, upon the hearing of the sound of

the trumpet, worshipped the image, they say that Daniel's

kinsmen did not do this, because they would not transgress

the laws of their country. So they were immediately
convicted and cast into the fire, but were saved by divine

providence, and escaped death in a surprising manner, for

the fire did not touch them : and I suppose that it touched
them not, as if it reasoned with itself, that they were cast

into it without any fault of theirs, and therefore it was too

weak to burn the young men when they were in it, God
making their bodies proof against the fire, so that it could

not consume them. This recommended them to the king as

righteous men, and men beloved of God, on which account

they continued in all honour with him.

§ 6. A little after this the king saw again in his sleep

another vision, that he should fall from his dominion, and
feed among the wild beasts, and when he had lived in this

manner in the desert for seven years, should recover his

dominion again. When he had seen this dream, he called

the magicians together again, and inquired of them about

it, and desired them to tell him what it signified ; but

none of them could find out the meaning of the dream,

nor discover it to the king, and Daniel was the only person

that explained it, and as he foretold, so it came to pass.

For after Nebuchadnezzar had continued in the desert

the forementioned time, as no one durst attempt to seize

his kingdom during those seven years, he prayed to God
that he might recover his kingdom, and did return to it.

Let no one blame me for writing down everything of this

nature, as I find it in our ancient books ; for I plainly

assured those that should think me defective in any point,
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or complain of anything, and told tliem in the beginning

of this history, that I intended to do no more than translate

the Hebrew books into the Greek language, and promised

to set them forth, without adding anything of my own, or

taking anything away.

CHAP. XI.

Concerning Nebuchadnezzar and his Successors : and how

their Empire was destroyed hy the Persians ; and lohat

befell Daniel in Media, and what Prophecies he delivered

there.

§ 1-

"XTOW when Nebuchadnezzar had reigned forty-three

i^ years, he ended his life. He was an active man, and

more fortunate than the kings that were before him. Now
Berosus makes mention of his actions in the third book of

liis Chaldaic history, where he says thus :
" When his

father Nabopalassar heard that the satrap whom he had
set over Egypt and the region about Ccele-Syria and
Phoenicia, had revolted from him, as he was not himself

able any longer to undergo the hardships [of war,] he com-

mitted some parts of his army to his son Nebuchadnezzar,

who was still but a youth, and sent him against him.

And when Nebuchadnezzar had given battle, and fought

with the rebel, he beat him, and reduced the country from
under his subjection, and made it part of his own kingdom.
And it happened about this time that his father Nabo-
palassar fell ill, and ended his life in the city of Babylon,
when he had reigned twenty-one years ; and when Nebu-
chadnezzar heard, as he did in a little time, that his father

was dead, he settled the affairs of Egypt and the rest of

the country, as also those that concerned the captive Jews
and Phoenicians and Syrians and those of the Egyptian
jiations, and having committed to certain of his friends

the conveyance of them to Babylon, together Avith the bulk
of his army and the baggage, he went himself hastily

with a verv few others over the desert, and reached
Babylon. He then took upon him the management of
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public affairs, and of the kingdom whidli had been kept for

him by one who was the best of the Chaldseans, and be-

came master of the entire dominions of his father, and
ordered that, when the captives came, they should be as-

signed colonies in the most convenient parts of Babylonia :

and adorned the temple of Belus, and the rest of the

temples, in a magnificent manner at his own expense with
the spoils he had taken in war. He also added another
city to that which was there of old, and built it so that

such as might besiege it hereafter could no more turn the

course of the river, and so attack the city itself: he
therefore built three walls roimd the inside of the city,

and three others round the outside, and this lie did

partly with burnt brick and bitumen, partly with brick

alone. And after he had worthily fortified the city and
adorned its gates gloriously, he built another palace before

his father's palace, but close to it ; to describe whose vast

height and splendour it would perhaps be too much for

me to attempt, yet large and lofty as it was, it was com-
pleted in fifteen days.' He also erected in the palace

elevated places for walking in stone, and made them re-

semble mountains, and built them so that they might be

planted with all sorts of trees. He also erected what was
called a hanging park, because his wife was desirous to

have things like her own country, she having been bred up
in the region of Media." Megasthenes also makes mention

of these things in the fourth book of his account of India,

where he endeavours to show that this king exceeded

Hercules in bravery and in the greatness of his actions,

for he says he conquered Iberia and most of Libya. Diodes
also mentions this king in the second book of his account

of Persia, and Philostratus, in his histories of India and

' These fifteen days for finishing such vast buildings at Babylon, in

Josephus's copy of Berosus, would seem too absurd to be supposed to be

the true number, were it not for the same testimony extant also in the

first book against Apion, § 19, with the same number. It thence indeed

appears that Josephus's copy of Berosus had this small number, but

that it is the true number I still doubt. Josephus assures us that the

walls of so much smaller a city as Jerusalem were two years and four

months in building by Kehemiah, who yet hastened the work all he

could, Antiq. xi. 5, § 8. I should think 115 days, or a year and 15 days,

much more proportionable to so great a work,

—

W.
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of Phoenicia, says that this king besieged Tyre thirteen

years, at the same time that Ithobalus reigned at Tyre.

These are all the accounts that I have met with concerning

this king.

§ 2. Now, after the death of Neubuchadnezzar, his son
Evil-Merodach succeeded him in the kingdom, who im-
mediately set Jeconiah at liberty, and esteemed him
as one of his most intimate friends : he also gave him many
presents, and honoured him above the rest of the kings
that were in Babylon ; for his father had not kept faith

with Jeconiah, when he voluntarily delivered up himself
with his wives and children and whole kindred for the
sake of his country, that it might not be taken by siege

and utterly destroyed, as I have already described. And
when Evil-Merodach died after a reign of eighteen years,

Niglisar his son succeeded to the throne, and retained it

forty years, and then ended his life. And after him the
succession to the kingdom came to his son Labosordachus,
who continued in it only nine months ; and when he died it

came to Baltasar,' who by the Babylonians was called

Naboandelus. Against him did Cyrus, the king of Persia,

and Darius, the king of Media, make war ; and when he was.

besieged in Babylon, there happened a wonderful and por-
tentous sight. He was reclining at supper in a large room
made for royal entertainments, and he had with him his

concubines and friends. And he thought good and com-

' It is here remarkable, that Josephus, without the knowledge of
Ptolemy's canon, should call the king whom he himself here styles
' Baltasar ' (or ' Belshazsar,' from the Babylonian god Bel), ' Naboandelus'
also ; and in the first book against Apion, § 20, from the same citation

out of Berosus, ' Nabonnedus,' from the Babylonian god Nabo or Neho.
This last is not remote from the original pronunciation itself in
Ptolemy's canon, ' Nabonadius,' for both the place of this king in that
canon, as the last of the Assyrian or Babylonian kings, and the
number of years of his reign, seventeen, demonstrate that it is the
same king that is meant by them all. It is also worth noting, that
Josephus knew that Darius, the partner of Cyrus, was the son of As-
tyages, and was called by another name among the Greeks, though it

does not appear he knew what that name was, never having seen the
best history of this period, which is Xenophon's : but then what Jose-
phus's copies say presently, § 4, that it was only witliin ' no long time

'

after the hand-writing on the wall that Baltasar was slain, does not so
agree with our copies of Daniel, which say it was ' the same night/
Dan. V. 30.—W.
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manded that those vessels of God -wliicli Nebuchadnezzar
had plundered Jerusalem of, and had not made use of, but
had put them in his own temple, should be brought.
He also was so audacious as to proceed to use them in

his cups, drinking out of them and blaspheming against

God, when he saw a hand come out of the wall, and write

upon the wall certain syllables. Being troubled at this

sight he called all the magicians and Chaldseans to-

gether, and all sorts of men among the Babylonians able

to interpret signs and dreams, to explain the writing

to him. But when the magicians said they could not dis-

cover nor understand it, the king was in great disorder

of mind and great trouble at this surprising thing ; so he
caused it to be proclaimed throughout all the country, and
promised that to him who could explain the writing, and
give the signification couched therein, he would give a
golden chain for his neck, and allow him to wear a purple

garment, as did the kings of Chaldsea, and would bestow on
him the third part of his dominions. When this pro-

clamation was made, the magicians ran together more ear-

nestly, and were very ambitious to find out the meaning of

the writing, but still doubted about it as much as before.

Now when the king's grandmother saw him cast down at

this, she began to encourage him, and to say that there was a

certain captive who came from Judaea, a Jew by birth,

but brought away by Nebuchadnezzar when he destroyed

Jerusalem, whose name was Daniel, a wise man, and of

great sagacity in finding out what was impossible for others

to discover, and what was known to God alone ; who
brought to light and answered such questions of Nebu-
chadnezzar, as no one else was able to answer, when they

were consulted. She therefore begged that he would send

for him, and inquire of him concerning the writing, and so

condemn the unskilfulness of those that could not find its

meaning, even though what God signified thereby should

be of a melancholy nature.

§ 3. When Baltasar heard this, he called for Daniel;

and when he had told him what he had heard concerning

him and his wisdom, and how a divine spirit was with him,

and how he alone was very capable of finding out what

others could never understand, he desired him to point out

II. B
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to him what this writing meant : for if he did so, he would
giTe him leave to wear purple, and would put a chain of gold

about his neck, and would bestow on him the third part of

his dominions, as an honour and reward for his wisdom,

that thereby he might become most illustrious to those

who saw him, and inquired why he had obtained such

honours. But Daniel desired that he would keep his gifts

to himself (for what was wise and divine admitted of no
gifts, and bestowed its advantages on petitioners freely),

but still he explained the writing to him, which denoted

that he should soon die, and that because he had not learnt

to honour God, and not to attempt things too high for

human nature, by the punishment his progenitor had under-

gone for the outrages he had offered to God ; for he had
quite forgotten how Nebuchadnezzar was removed to feed

among wild beasts for his impieties, and did not recover

his former life among men and his kingdom, but upon
God's mercy to him, after many supplications and prayers

;

who did thereupon praise God all the days of his life, as

one of almighty power who takes care of mankind. But
he had forgotten all this, and had greatly blasphemed
against God, and had made use of his vessels with his con-

cubines. And God had seen this, and was angry with him,

and declared beforehand by this writing what a sad con-

clusion of life he should come to. And he explained the

writing as follows. " Mane. This, if it be expounded in the

Greek language, will signify a Number, because God has
numbered so long a time for thy life and kingdom, and
there remains but a small time for you. Thekbl. This
signifies a Weight, and means that God has weighed the

time of thy kingdom in a balance, and finds it going
down already. Phares. This in the Greek tongue denotes

a Fragment. God will therefore break thy kingdom into

fragments, and divide it among the Medes and Persians."

§ 4. When Daniel had told the king that the writing
upon the wall signified this, Baltasar was in great sorrow
and affliction, as was to be expected, since the interpreta-

tion was so heavy against him. However, he did not refuse

what he had promised Daniel, though he was a prophet of

evils to him, but bestowed them all upon him, reasoning

that the threatened overthrow of his kingdom came from
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fate and necessity and not from the prophet, and that it

was the part of a good and just man to give what he had
promised, although the events were of a melancholy na-
ture. Accordingly, the king determined so to do : and no
long time after both himself and the city were taken by
Cyrus, the king of Persia, who led an army against him :

for it was Baltasar under whom Babylon was taken, .when
he had reigned seventeen years. And this was the end of

the posterity of king Nebuchadnezzar, as history informs
us. And Darius was sixty-two years old when Babylon was
taken by him, and when he with his kinsman Cyrus over-

threw the empire of the Babylonians. He was the son
of Astyages, and had another name among the Greeks.

And he took Daniel the prophet, and carried him with him
into Media, and honoured him very greatly, and kept him
with him ; for he was one of the three satraps whom he
set over his three hundred and sixty satrapies, for so many
did Darius make.

§ 5. Now Daniel being held in such great honour and
wonderful favour with Darius, and being alone intrusted

with everything by him, as having somewhat divine in him,

was envied by the rest ; for those that see others in greater

honour than themselves with kings envy them. And
when those that were grieved at the great favour Daniel

was in with Darius, sought for an occasion to calumniate

and accuse him, he afforded them no opportunity at all,

for as he was above all temptations of money and despised

bribes, and esteemed it a very base thing to take anything

by way of reward even when it might be justly given him,

he afforded those that envied him not the least handle for

accusations. So as they could find nothing that was shame-

ful or reproachful, for which they might calumniate him to

the king, and thereby deprive him of the honour he was in

with him, they sought for some other method, whereby

they might get him out of the way. As therefore they ob-

served that Daniel prayed to God three times a day, they

thought they had got a pretext by which they might ruin

him. So they went to Darius, and told him, that the

satraps and governors had thought proper to allow the

multitude a relaxation for thirty days, during which time

no one was to offer a petition or prayer either to him or to
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the gods, and whoever transgressed this decree was to be
cast into the den of lions, and there perish.

§ 6. Thereupon the king, not being acquainted with
their wicked design, nor suspecting that it was a contrivance
of theirs against Daniel, said he was pleased with this

decree of theirs, and promised to ratify what they desired ;

he also published an edict to promulgate to the people the
decree which the satraps had made. And all the rest took
care not to transgress those injunctions,and rested quiet, but
Daniel had no regard to them, but, as he was wont, per-
sistently prayed to Grod in the sight of them all. Then the
satraps, having met with the occasion they so earnestly
sought to find against Daniel, went at once to the king,
and accused Daniel as the only person that had trans-
gressed the decree, for nobody else dared to pray to the
gods. This discovery they made, not because of their piety,

but because they had watched him and observed him out
of envy ; for supposing that Darius, having greater kind-
ness to him than they wished, would be ready to grant
him a pardon for this contempt of his injunctions, and
envying this very pardon to Daniel, they did not become
any milder, but desired he might be cast into the den.

of lions according to the law. Then Darius, hoping
that Grod would deliver him, and that he would undergo
nothing that was terrible from the wild beasts, bade him
bear what should happen cheerfully. And when Daniel
was cast into the den, he put his seal to the stone that lay
upon the mouth of the den instead of a door, and went his
way ; but he passed all the night without food and with-
out sleep, being in great distress for Daniel. And when it

was day, he got up and came to the den, and found the
seal unbroken, which he had left the stone sealed with ; so
he opened the seal, and cried out, and called to Daniel, and
asked him. If he were safe ? And as soon as he heard the
king's voice, and said that he had suffered no harm,
the king ordered that he should be drawn up out of the
den. Now when his enemies saw that Daniel had suffered
nothing that was terrible, they would not own that he was
preserved by God and his providence ; but they said that
the lions had had their fill of food, and so it was, they
supposed, that the lions would not touch Daniel, nor come
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near him ; and this they said to the king. But he, hating
them for their Tvickedness, gave order, that they should
throw in a great deal of flesh to the lions ; and when they
had filled themselves, he gave further order that Daniel's
enemies should be cast into the den, that he might learn
whether the lions, now they were full, would touch them
or not. And it appeared plain to Darius, after the satraps
had been cast to the wild beasts, that it was God who pre-
served Daniel, for the lions spared none of them, but tore
them all to pieces, as if they had been very hungry and
wanted food. I suppose, therefore, it was not their hunger,
which had been a little before satisfied with abundance of
flesh, but the wickedness of these men, that whetted their
appetite ; for if it so pleased God, that wickedness might
be esteemed even by those irrational creatures a plain
ground for their punishment.

§ 7. When therefore those that had plotted against
Daniel were themselves destroyed, king Darius sent [letters]

over all the country, and praised that God whom Daniel
worshipped, and said, that he was the only true God and
almighty. He also held Daniel in very great esteem, and
made him the first of his friends. Now when Daniel
was become so illustrious and famous, because of the
opinion men had that he was beloved of God, he built a
tower at Ecbatana ' in Media : it was a most elegant build-

ing and wonderfully made, and still remains and is pre-

served to this day ; and to such as see it, it appears to

have been lately built, and to be no older than the very
day when anyone looks upon it, it is so fresh, flourishing,

and beautiful, and no way grown old in so long time. And
yet buildings suffer the same as men do, they grow old

as well, and by numbers of years their strength is dis-

solved, and their beauty withered. Now they bury the

kings of Media, Persia, and Parthia, in this tower to

this day ; and he who was intrusted vnth the care of it

was a Jewish priest ; which custom is also observed to this

day. But it is right to give an account of what this

Daniel did, which is most wonderful to hear, for all things

went wonderfully well with him, as one of the greatest

' Probably Takht-i- Suleiman, in Persia.



246 THE WOKKS OF PLAYirS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK X;

of the prophets, insomuch, that while he was alive he had
the esteem and good opinion both of the kings and of the
multitude, and now he is dead, he has a remembrance that

will never die. For the several books that he wrote and
left behind him are still read by us to this day, and from
them we believe that Daniel conversed with Grod. For he
did not only prophesy of future events, as did the other

prophets, but he also fixed the time of their accom-
plishment : and while other prophets used to foretell mis-
fortunes, and so were disagreeable both to the kings and
to the multitude, Daniel was to them a prophet of good
things, so that by the agreeable nature of his predic-

tions he procured the goodwill of all men, and by the
accomplishment of them he procured the belief of their

truth, and the opinion of divine power in himself, among
the multitude. He also wrote and left behind him what
made manifest the accuracy and undeniable veracity of

his predictions. For he says that when he was in Susa,^

the metropolis of Persia, and went out into the plain with
his companions, there was on a sudden an earthquake and
commotion of the earth, and that he was left alone by
himself, his friends fleeing away from him ; and that he
was disturbed and fell on his face and on his two hands,
and that a certain person touched him, and at the same
time bade him rise and see what would befall his country-
men after many generations. He also related that when
he stood up he was shown a great ram, with many horns
growing out of its head, and that the last was higher than
the rest ; and after this he looked to the west, and saw a
he-goat borne through the air from that quarter, which
rushed upon the ram with great violence, and smote it

twice with its horns, and overthrew it to the ground, and
trampled upon it. Afterwards he saw a very great horn
growing out of the head of the he-goat, and when it was
broken off, four horns grew up that were turned to each of
the four winds. And he wrote that out of them arose an-
other lesser horn, which he said waxed great ; and G-od
showed to him that it would fight against his nation, and
take their city by force, and bring the temple-worship to

' Now StU.
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confusion, and forbid the sacrifices to be offered for one
thousand two hundred and ninety-six days. Daniel wrote
that he saw these visions in the plain of Susa ; and
informs us, that God interpreted the appearance of this

vision in the following manner. He said that the ram
signified the kingdoms of the Medes and Persians, and
the horns those kings that were to reign in them ; and
that the last horn signified the last king, and that he
should exceed all the kings in riches and glory ; that the

goat signified that one should come and reign from the

Greeks, who should twice fight with the Persian, and over-

come him in battle, and should receive his entire dominion;
that by the great horn which sprang out of the forehead

of the he-goat was meant the first king; and that the

springing up of four horns upon its falling off, and the

turning of every one of them to the four quarters of the

earth, signified the successors that should arise after the

death of the first king, and the partition of the kingdom
among them, and that they should be neither his children,

nor of his kindred, that should reign over the habitable

earth for many years ; and that from among them there

should arise a certain king that should overcome the

Jewish nation and their laws, and should take away their

polity, and should spoil the temple, and forbid the sacrifices

being offered for tlu-ee years' time. And so indeed it came
to pass, that our nation suffered these things under

Antiochus Epiphanes, according to Daniel's vision, and to

what he wrote many years before it came to pass. In the

same manner Daniel also wrote concerning the Eoman
government, and that our country should be made desolate

by them. All these things did he leave in writing, as

God had showed them to him, so that such as read

his prophecies, and see how they have been fulfilled,

wonder at the honour wherewith God honoured Daniel

;

and may thence discover how the Epicureans are in error,

who cast providence out of human life, and do not believe

that God takes care of the affairs of the world, nor that the

universe is governed and continued in being by that

blessed and immortal nature, but say that the world is

carried along of its own accord without a ruler and guar-

dian ; for were it destitute of a guide to conduct it, as
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they imagine, it would be like ships without pilots, which
we see submerged by the winds, or like chariots without
drivers which are overturned, and would be dashed to

pieces by chance motion, and so perish and come to

nought. So that, by the fore-mentioned predictions of

Daniel, those men seem to me very much to err from the

truth, who declare that God exercises no providence over

human afEairs ; for if it were the case that the world went
on by chance, we should not see all things come to pass

according to his prophecy. Now as to myself, I have
described these matters as I have found them and read

them ; but if any one is inclined to another opinion about

them, let him enjoy his different sentiments without any
blame from me.

BOOK XI.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OP TWO HUNDBED AND PIFTT-
THKEE TEAES AND PIVE MONTHS.—PEOM THE FIEST
TEAE OP THE EEIGN OP CYRUS TO THE DEATH OF
ALEXANDER THE GREAT.

CHAP. I.

How Cyrus, King of the Persians, let the Jews go out of
Babylon, and suffered them to return to their otvn Country,

and to huild their Temple, for ivhich Work he gave them
Money.

§1-

IN the first year of the reign of Cyrus, which was the
seventieth from the day that our people were removed

ont of their own land into Babylon, God commiserated the
captivity and calamity of those poor people, as he had fore-

told to them by Jeremiah the prophet, before the destruc-

tion of the city ; that after they had served Nebuchad-
nezzar and his posterity, and had undergone that servitude
seventy years, he would restore them again to the land of
their fathers, and they should build their temple, and
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enjoy their ancient prosperity. And these things G-od d'id

afford them. For he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and
made him write throughout all Asia, " Thus saith Cyrus
the king. Since Grod Almighty has appointed me to be
king of the habitable earth, I believe that he is the G-od
whom the nation of the Israelites worship. For indeed he
foretold my name by the prophets, and that I should build
him an house at Jerusalem in. the country of Judaea."

§ 2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book
of his prophecies which Isaiah left behind him two hundred
and twenty years before. For that prophet had said, that

God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision :
" My will

is that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be king over
many and great nations, shall send back my people to their

own land, and build my temple." This was foretold by
Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the temple was
demoUshed. Accordingly, when Cyrus read this, and ad-

mired the divine power, an earnest desire and ambition

seized upon him to fulfil what was written ; so he called

the most eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and told

them that he gave them leave to go back to their own
country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem and the temple
of God, for he would be their friend, and would write to

the governors and satraps that were in the neighbourhood
of their country of Judaea, to contribute to them gold and
silver for the building of the temple, and besides that

beasts for their sacrifices.

§ 3. When Cyrus had announced this to the Israelites,

the rulers of the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with

the Levites and priests, set out for Jerusalem. But many
stayed at Babylon, not being willing to leave their posses-

sions. And when they were got to Jerusalem, all the king's

friends assisted them, and brought in, for the building of

the temi:>le, some gold and some silver, and some a great

many cattle and horses. So they performed their vows to

God, and offered the sacrifices that had been usual in old

times, as though their city had been rebuilt, and the ancient

practices relating to their worship had been revived. Cyrus

also sent back to them the vessels of God which king

Nebuchadnezzar had robbed the temple of, and had carried

to Babvlon. And he committed them to Mithridates, his
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treasurer, to take away, with an order to give them to

Abassar, that he might keep them till the temple was
built, and when it was finished deliver them to the priests

and rulers of the multitude, in order to their being restored

to the temple. Cyrus also sent a letter to the satraps

that were in Syria, the contents whereof are as follows.

" King Cteus to Sisines and Sakabazanes,
greeting.

I have given leave, to as many of the Jews that dwell
in my country as please, to return to their own country,
and to rebuild their city, and to build the temple of God at

Jerusalem, on the same site where it was before. I have
also sent my treasurer Mithridates, and Zorobabel, the
governor of the Jews, that theymay lay the foundations of
the temple, and may build it sixty cubits high, and of the
same breadth, making three layers ^ of polished stone, and
one of the wood of the country ; and similarly with the
altar whereon they offer sacrifices to God. I wish also
the expense of these things to come out of my revenues.

I have also sent the vessels which king Nebuchadnezzar
robbed the temple of, and have given them to Mithridates
the treasurer, and to Zorobabel the governor of the Jews,
that they may carry them to Jerusalem, and restore them
to the temple of God. Now their number is as follows

:

fifty ewers of gold, and five hundred of silver ; forty drink-
ing cups of gold, and five hundred of silver ; fifty basons
of gold, and five hundred of silver ; thirty vessels of gold
for pouring the drink-offerings, and three hundred of silver

;

thirty vials of gold, and two thousand four hundred of
silver ; with a thousand other large vessels. I permit them
to have the same honour which their forefathers were used
to have, for their cattle and wine and oil two hundred and
five thousand and five hundred drachmiE, and for wheat
flour twenty thousand and five hundred artabse. And
I order that these expenses be furnished out of the
tribute from Samaria. The priests shall also offer their

' The word is similarly used in Herodotus, i. 179 ; ii. 127. Compare
uleo Chapter IV, in our author.
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sacrifices in Jerusalem according to tlie laws of Moses, and
when they offer them, they shall pray to God for the pre-
servation of the king and his family, that the kingdom of

Persia may continue. And my will is, that those who dis-

obey these injunctions, and make them void, shall be hung
upon a cross, and their substance brought into the king's

treasury." Such was the import of this letter. Now the
number of those that returned from captivity to Jerusalem,
were forty-two thousand four hundred and sixty-two.

CHAP. II.

How, upon the Death of Cyrus, the Jews were hindered in the

building of the Temple by the Outhceans, and the neigh-

bouring Governors; and how Cambyses entirely forbade
the Jews to build the Temple.

§1-.

WHEN the Jews were laying the foundations of the
temple, and were very zealous about building it, the

neighbouring nations, especially the Cuthaeans, whom Shal-
manezer, king of Assyria, had brought out of Persia and
Media, and had planted in Samaria, when he carried the
people of Israel into captivity, besought the satraps, and
those that had the care of such affairs, that they would in-

terrupt the Jews, both in the rebuilding of their city, and
in the building of their temple. Now as these men were
bribed by them, they sold the Cuthaeans authority to make
this building a slow and careless work, for Cyrus, who
was busy in various wars, knew nothing of all this ; and it

so happened, that when he led his army against the

Massagetae, he ended his life there.' But when Cambyses,

' Josephus here follows Herodotus, and those that related how Cyrus
made war with the Scythians and Massagetae, near the Caspian Sea,

and perished in it ; while Xenoplion's account, which appeal's never to

have been seen by Josephus, that Cyrus died in peace, in his own
country of Persia, is attested to by the writers of the affairs of Alexander

the Great, when they agree that he found Cyrus' sepulchre at Pasar-

gadse, near Persepolis. This account of Xenophon's is also confirmed

by the fact that Cambyses, upon his succession to Cyrus, instead
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the son of Cyrus, had taken over the kingdom, some of

those in Syria, and Phcenicia, and the countries of Ammon
and Moab, and in Samaria, wrote a letter to Cambyses,
whose contents were as follows. " To our lord Cambyses,
we thy servants, Eathymus the historiographer, and
Semellius the scribe, and the rest that are thy judges in

Syria and Phoenicia, send greeting. It is fit, O king, that

thou shouldest know that those Jews who were carried

captive to Babylon, are come into our country, and are

building that rebellious and wicked city and its market-
places, and are setting up walls, and raising up the temple.

Know therefore, that when these things are finished, they
will not be willing to pay tribute, nor will they submit to

thy commands, but will resist kings, and will choose rather

to rule over others than to be ruled over themselves. We
therefore thought it proper to write to thee, O king, as the
works about the temple are going on so fast, and not to

overlook this matter, that thou mayest search into the
books of thy fathers, for thou wilt find in them that the
Jews have been rebels and enemies to kings, as has their

city been also, which for that reason had been till now laid

waste. We thought proper also to inform thee, because
thou mayest otherwise perhaps be ignorant of it, that if

this city be once inhabited, and be entirely girt with
walls, thy way will be barred to Coele-Syria and Phoenicia."

§ 2. When Cambyses had read this letter, being natu-
rally wicked, he was irritated at what they told him, and
wrote back to them as follows. " Cambyses the king to
Eathymus the historiographer, to Belsemus, to Semellius
the scribe, and to the rest that are joined with them and
dwelling in Samaria and Phoenicia, after this manner. I
have read the letter that was sent by you; and I gave
order that the books of my forefathers should be searched
into, and it was there found that this city has always been

of a war to avenge his father's death upon the Scythians and Massa-
getae, and to prevent those nations from overrunning his northern
provinces, which would have been the natural consequence of his father's
ill success and death there, went immediately to an Egyptian war, long
ago begun by Cyrus, according to Xenoplion, page 644, and conquered
that kingdom; nor is there, that I ever heard of, the least mention in
the reign of this Cambyses of any war against the Scythians and Mas-
sagetoe that he wcs ever engaged in all his life.—W.
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an enemy to kings, and that its inhabitants have raised

seditions and wars. We are also aware that their kings
have been powerful and tyrannical, and have exacted

tribute of Ccele-Syria and Phoenicia. Therefore I give

order that the Jews shall not be permitted to build this

city, lest such mischief as they used to bring upon kings

be greatly augmented." When this letter was read,

Eathymus, and Semellius the scribe, and their associates,

mounted on horseback at once, and made haste to Jeru-

salem. They also took a great company with them, and
prevented the Jews building the city, and the temple. So

these works were hindered from going on nine years more,

till the second year of the reign of Darius, for Cambyses
reigned six years, and in that time overthrew Egypt, and
on his return died at Damascus.

CHAP. III.

Soiv, after the Death of Cambyses, and the Slaughter of the

Magi, and in the Reign of Darius, Zorobabel was superior

to the rest in the Solution, of Problems, and thereby ob-

tained this Favour of the King, that the Temple should be

Built.

§1-

AFTER the slaughter of the Magi, who, upon the death

of Cambyses, ruled over the Persians for a year,

those who were called the seven houses of the Persians,

appointed Darius, the son of Hystaspes, to be their king.

Now he, while he was a private man, had made a vow to

God, that if he came to be king, he would send back all the

vessels of God that were in Babylon to the temple at

Jerusalem. Now it so fell out, that about this time Zoro-

babel, who had been made governor of the Jews that were

in captivity, came to Darius from Jerusalem : for there

had been an old friendship between him and the Mng.

He was also thought worthy to be with two others guard

of the king's body; and obtained that honour which he

hoped for.

§ 2. Now in the first year of his reign Darius feasted
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those that were about him, and those bom in his house,

and the rulers of the Medes, the satraps of the Persians,

the toparchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals of

his hundred and twenty-seven satrapies. And when they
had eaten and drunk abundantly, even to satiety, they
every one departed to their own houses to go to bed, and
Darius the king also went to bed ; but after he had rested

a little part of the night, he awoke, and not being able to

sleep any more, he fell into conversation with his three

body-guards, and promised, that to him who, on points

that he should inquire about, should make the truest

and wisest answer, he would grant, as a reward of his

victory, to put on purple, and to drink in cups of gold, and
to sleep upon gold, and to have a chariot with bridles of gold,

and a tiara of fine linen, and a chain of gold about his

neck, and to sit next to himself on account of his wisdom

;

and he added, " he shall be called my kinsman." Now when
he had promised to give them these gifts, he asked the
first of them. Whether wine was not the strongest ? The
second, Whether kings were not such? And the third.

Whether women were not such ? Or, Whether truth was
not the strongest of aU ? When he had proposed to them
these problems, he went to rest ; and in the morning he
sent for his great men, and satraps, and toparchs of Persia
and Media, and sat down in the place where he used to

give audience, and bade each of his body-guards declare in
the hearing of them all what they thought of the proposed
questions.

§ 3. Then the first of them began to speak of the
power of wine, setting it forth thus. " When (said he) I
think about the strength of wine, I find. Sirs, that
it exceeds everything by the following indications. It
trips up and deceives the mind of those that drink it,

and reduces that of the king to the same state as that of
the orphan and one who needs a tutor, and erects that of
the slave to the boldness of the freeman, and that of the
needy becomes like that of the rich man. For it changes
and renews the souls of men when it gets into them, and
it quenches the sorrow of those that are in calamities, and
makes men forget their debts and think themselves of all

men the richest, so that they talk of no small things, but of
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talents, and such, sums of money as become wealthy men
only. Nay more, it makes them insensible of their com-
manders and kings, and takes away the remembrance of

their friends and companions. For it arms men even

against those that are dearest to them, and inakes them
appear the greatest strangers to them, and when they are

become sober, and have slept ofE their wine in the night,

they arise without knowing anything they have done in

their cups. By these facts I infer and find that wine is

the strongest and most powerful of all things."

§ 4. As soon as the first had given the fore-mentioned

proofs of the strength of wine, he left ofE, and the next to

him began to speak about the strength of a king, and
demonstrated that it was the strongest of all, and more
powerful than anything else that appears to have any
force or wisdom. He began his proof in the following

manner. "Men govern all things; they force the earth

and sea to become profitable to them in what they desire,

and over these men do kings rule and have authority.

Now, those men who rule over that animal, which is

the strongest and most powerful, must needs deserve to

be esteemed insuperable in power and strength. Tor

example, when kings command their subjects to make
war and imdergo dangers, they are hearkened to, and

when they send them against their enemies, their power

is so great that they are obeyed, and they command men
to level mountains, and to pull down walls and towers.

Nay, when they are commanded to be kiUed and to kill,

they submit to it, that they may not appear to transgress

the" king's commands ; and when they have conquered,

they bring what they have got in the war to the king.

Those also who are not soldiers, but cultivate the ground

and plough it, when they have reaped and gathered in

their fruits (after they have endured the labour and all

the hardship of such "works of husbandry) bring tribute

to the king. And whatever the king says or commands is

done of necessity without any delay. He in the meantime

is satiated with all sorts of food and pleasure, and sleeps

in quiet, and is guarded by such as watch and are fixed

down as it were to the place through fear, for no one

ventures to leave him, even when he is asleep, nor does
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anyone go away and see to his own affairs, bnt he esteems

this one thing the only work of necessity, namely, to

guard the king, and accordingly to this he wholly addicts

himself. How then can it be otherwise, hut that it must
appear that the king exceeds all in strength, as so great a

multitude obeys his injunctions ?
"

§ 6. Now when this man had also held his peace, the

third of them, who was Zorobabel, began to instruct them
about women and truth, and spoke as follows. " Wine is

strong, as is the king also whom all men obey, but women
are superior to them in power. For it was a woman that

brought the king into the world, and women bear and
bring up those that plant vines which produce wine, nor

indeed is there anything which we do not receive from
women. For they weave garments for us, and our house-

hold affairs are by them taken care of and looked after,

nor can we live apart from women. And when we have
got a great deal of gold and silver, or any other thing

that is of great value and deserving regard, and see a
beautiful woman, we leave all those things, and with open
mouth fix our eyes upon her countenance, and are willing

to forsake what we have, that we may enjoy and possess

her beauty. We also leave father and mother and the

earth that nourished us, and frequently forget our dearest

friends, for the sake of women, nay, we venture to lay

down our lives for them. But what will chiefly make
you see the power of women is the following considera-

tion. Do we not take pains and endure a great deal of

trouble both by land and sea, and when we have pro-
cured something as the fruit of our labours, do we not
bring it to the women as to our mistresses, and bestow it

upon them ? Nay, I once saw the king, who is lord of so

many people, smitten on the face by his concubine Apame,
the daughter of Eabezacus Thaumasius, and his diadem
taken from him, and put upon her own head, while he bore
it patiently : and when she smiled he smiled, and when she

was angry he was sad ; and according to the change of her
passions he fawned upon her, and drew her to reconcilia-

tion by the great humiliation of himself to her, if at any
time he saw her displeased at him."

§ 6. And when the satraps and rulers looked at one
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another, lie began to speak about truth, and said : " I
have already demonstrated how powerful women are : but
both they and the king himself are weaker than truth.

For although the earth be large, and the heaven high, and
the course of the sun swift, yet all these are moved accord-

ing to the will of Grod, who is true and righteous, for which
cause we ought to esteem truth to be strongest of all

things, and that what is unrighteous to be of no force

against it. Moreover all things else that have any strength

are mortal and short-lived, but truth is a thing that is im-
mortal and eternal. It affords us indeed not such beauty as

vrill wither away with time, nor such riches as may be taken
away by fortune, but righteous rules and laws; It distin-

guishes them from unrighteousness and puts it to rebuke."

§ 7. And when Zorobabel had left off his discourse

about truth, and the multitude had cried out aloud that

he had spoken the best, and that it was truth Alone that

had immutable strength and would never wax old, the

king commanded that he should ask for something over

and above what he had promised, for he would give it

him because of his wisdom and prudence wherein he
exceeded the rest ;

" and thou shalt sit with me," added
the king, " and be called my kinsman." When he had
said this, Zorobabel put him in mind of the vow he had
made, in case he should ever have the kingdom. Now this

vow was to rebuild Jerusalem, and to build therein the

temple of G-od, as also to restore the vessels which Nebu-
chadnezzar had pUlaged and carried to Babylon. " And
this," said he, "is the request which thou now permittest

me to make, because I have been judged to be wise and
understanding."

§ 8. And the king was pleased with what he said, and
arose and kissed him, and wrote to the toparchs and satraps,

and enjoined them to conduct Zorobabel and those that

were going vrith him to build the temple. He also sent

letters to the rulers that were in Syria and Phoenicia, to

cut down and carry cedar-trees from Lebanon to Jeru-

salem, and to assist him in building the city. He also

wrote to them, that all the captives who should return to

Judsea should be free, and he prohibited his deputies and

satraps from laying any king's taxes upon the Jews ; he
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also permitted ttem to have all the land which they could

possess themselves of without tribute. He also enjoined

the Idumseans and Samaritans, and the inhabitants of

Coele-Syria, to restore the villages which they had taken

from the Jews, and besides all this to contribute fifty

talents for the building of the temple. He also permitted

them to offer their appointed sacrifices, and whatever the

high priest and the priests wanted, and the sacred gar-

ments wherein they used to worship God, were to be sup-

plied at his own expense, as also the musical instruments

which the Levites used in singing hymns to God. More-
over he ordered that portions of land should be given to

those that guarded the city and the temple, as also a

fixed sum of money every year for their maintenance.

Darius also sent back the vessels, and also ordered that all

that Cyrus had intended to do before him, relating to the

restoration of Jerusalem, shoidd be done.

§ 9. Now when Zorobabel had obtained these grants

from the king, he went out of the palace, and, looking up to

heaven, he began to return thanks to God for the wisdom
he had given him, and the victory he had gained thereby,

even in the presence of Darius himself ; for, said he, " I

should not have been thought worthy of these things, O
Lord, unless thou hadst been favourable to me." When
therefore he had returned these thanks to God for the

present, and had prayed him to show him the like favour
for the tim.e to come, he went to Babylon, and brought
to his countrymen the good news of the various grants he
had procured for them from the king. And they, when
they heard of the same, gave thanks also to God for re-

storing the land of their forefathers to them again. And
they betook themselves to drinking and revelling, and for

seven days continued feasting and keeping festival for the

recovery and restoration of their country. After this they
chose themselves rulers out of the tribes of their forefathers,

who should go up to Jerusalem with their wives and children

and cattle, who travelled to Jerusalem with joy and plea-

sure under the conduct of those whom Darius sent along
with them, making melody with harps and pipes and cym-
bals. The rest of the Jewish multitude also accompanied
them with rejoicing.
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§ 10. And thus did these men return, a certain and
definite number out of every family. I do not think it

proper to recite particularly the names of those famiUes,

that I may not take ofE the mind of my readers from
the connexion of the historical facts, and make it hard
for them to follow my narrative. But the sum of those

that went up of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin,
above the age of twelve years, was four millions six

hundred and twenty-eight thousand ;
' the Levites were

seventy-four: the number of the women and children

mixed together was forty thousand seven hundred and
forty-two. And besides these, there were one hundred
and twenty-eight singers of the Levites, and one hundred
and ten porters, and three hundred and ninety-two sacred

servants. There were also others besides these six hundred
and sixty-two, who- said they were IsraeUtes, but were not

able to show their genealogies. Some also of the priests

were expelled from their office, as having married wives

whose genealogies they could not produce, nor were they

found in the genealogies of the Levites and priests : these

were about five hundred and twenty-five. The multitude

also of servants that followed those that returned to Jeru-

salem were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven
;

the singing men and singing women were two hundred
and forty-five ; the camels were four hundred and thirty-

five ; the beasts of burden were five thousand five hundred

and twenty-five. And the leaders of all this multitude

' This strange reading in Josephus's copies of 4,000,000 instead of

40,000, is one of the grossest errors that is in them, and ought to

be corrected from Ezi-a, ii. 64, 1 Esd. v. 40, and Neh. vii. 66, who all

agree the general sum was but about 42,360. It is also very plain,

that Josephus thought, that when Esdras afterwards brought up
another company out of Babylon and Persia in the days of Xerxes,

they were also, as well as these, out of the two tribes, and out of them

only, and were in all no more than ' a seed ' and ' a remnant,' while an

immense number of the ten tribes never returned, but, as he believed,

continued beyond the Euphrates, chap. v. § 2, 3. Of these Jews

beyond the Euphrates he speaks frequently elsewhere ; though, by

the way, he never takes them to be idolaters, but looks on them still

as observers of the laws of Moses. The 'certain part' of the people

that now came up fi'om Babylon, at the end of this chapter, imply the

same smaller number of Jews that now came up, and will no way agree

with the 4,000,000.—W.
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thus numbered were Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, of

the posterity of David and of the tribe of Judah, and
Jeshua, the son of Josedek, the high priest. And besides

these there were Mordecai and Serebseus, who were distin-

guished from the multitude, and were rulers, who also

contributed a hundred minae of gold, and five thousand

of silver. Thus the priests and the Levites, and a definite

part of the entire people of the Jews that were in Babylon,

returned and dwelt in Jerusalem, but the rest of the multi-

tude went each to their own parts of the country.

CHAP. IV.

Hoiu the Temple was Built, and how the Cuthaeans endea-

voured in vain to obstruct the Work.

§1-

NOW in the seventh month after they had departed from
Babylon, both Jeshua the high priest, and Zorobabel

the governor, sent messengers all round, and gathered
together those that were in the country to Jerusalem en

masse, who came very gladly thither. They then built the
altar on the same place on which it had formerly been
built, that they might offer the appointed sacrifices upon
it to God, according to the laws of Moses. But in doing
this they did not please the neighbouring nations, who all

of them bore ill-will to them. They also celebrated the
feast of Tabernacles at that time, as the legislator had or-

dained concerning it, and after that they offered sacrifices,

and what were called the continual sacrifices, and the obla-

tions proper for the Sabbaths and for all holy festivals.

Those also that had made vows performed them, and offered
their sacrifices, from the first day of the seventh month.
They also began to build the temple, and gave a great
deal of money to the masons and carpenters, and what
was necessary for the maintenance of the workmen. The
Sidonians also were willing and ready to bring cedar-trees
from Lebanon, to bind them together and make a raft

of them, and to bring them to the port of Joppa, for that
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was what Cyrus had commanded at first, and what was
now done at the command of Darius.

§ 2. In the second year of their return to Jerusalem, as
the Jews were there in the second month, the building of
the temple went on apace ; and when they had laid its

foundations on the first day of the second month of that
second year, they set as overseers over the work such
Levites as were full twenty years old, and Jeshua and his
sons and brothers, and Zodmiel the brother of Judas, the
son of Aminadab, with his sons. And the temple wks
finished sooner than anyone would have expected from
the great diligence of those that had the care of it. And
when the temple was finished, the priests, adorned with their
accustomed garments, and with their trumpets, and the
Levites and sons of Asaph, stood and sung hymns to
God, according as David first of all showed them how to
bless G-od. Now the priests and Levites, and the older
men in the families, recollecting how much greater and
more sumptuous the old temple had been, and seeing how
inferior this now made was, on account of their poverty, to

that which had been built of old, considered with them-
selves how much their happy state was sunk below what it

had been of old, as well as their temple. So they were de-

jected, and not able to contain their grief at it, and pro-

ceeded as far as to lament and shed tears. But the people in

general were contented with their present condition, and
because they were allowed to build them a temple, they
desired no more, and neither regarded nor remembered, nor
indeed at all tormented themselves with the comparison of

that and the former temple, as if this were below their ex-

pectations. But the wailing of the old men and of the

priests, on account of the deficiency of this temple in their

opinion, compared with that which had been demolished,
prevailed over the sound of the trumpets and the rejoicing

of the people.

§ 3. Now when the Samaritans, who were hostile to

the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, heard the sound of

the trumpets, they ran up and desired to know what
was the reason of this noise. And when they perceived

that it was the Jews, who had been carried captive to

Babylon, and were rebuilding their temple, they went to
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Zorobabel and Jeshua and the heads of the families, and
desired that they would give them leave to build the

temple with them, and to be partners with them in build-

ing it ; for they said, " We worship your G-od no less than
you and pray to him, and are desirous of your religion,

ever since Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, transplanted

us from Cuthia and Media to this place." When they said

this, Zorobabel and Jeshua the high priest, and the heads
of the families of the Israelites, replied to them, that it

was impossible for them to permit them to share in the

building, as they [only] had been appointed to build that

temjile, at first by Cyrus and now by Darius, but it was
lawful for them to come and worship there if they pleased,

and they could allow them nothing in common with them
but what was common to all other men, namely, to come
to their temple and worship G-od there.

§ 4. When the Cuthaeans heard this, (for the Samaritans
have that appellation,) they were indignant at it, and
urged the nations of Syria to ask the satraps, as they
had formerly done in the days of Cyrus, and again in the
days of Cambyses after him, to put a stop to the building
of the temple, and to endeavour to delay and hinder the
Jews in their zeal about it. Now at this time Sisines the
governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sarabazanes, with
certain others, came up to Jerusalem, and asked the rulers

of the Jews, " By whose permission it was that they built

the temple so that it was more like a citadel than a temple?
and why it was they built porticoes and walls, and those
strong ones too, about the city ? " To which Zorobabel and
the high priest Jeshua replied, that they were the servants
of the most high God, and that the former temple was built
for him by a king of theirs that enjoyed great prosperity,

and exceeded all men in virtue, and that it continued a long
time, but that Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Babylonians
and Chaldaeans, because of their fathers' impiety towards
God, took their city by storm and destroyed it, and
pillaged and burnt down the temple, and transplanted
the people whom he had made captives, and removed them
to Babylon : and that Cyrus, who was after him king of
Babylonia and Persia, wrote that the temple should be built,

and committed the votive offerings and vessels, and whatever



CHAP. rsr.J ANTIQriTIES OF THE JEWS. 263

Nebuchadnezzar Lad taken from it, to Zorobabel and
Mithridates the treasurer, and gave order to have them
carried to Jerusalem, and restored to their own temple
when it was built. And he enjoined them to do it

speedily, and commanded Abassar to go up to Jerusalem,
and to see to the building of the temple ; who, upon re-
ceiving a letter from Cyrus, came, and immediately laid its

foundations : and although it had been in building from
that time to this, it had not yet been finished because
of the malignity of their enemies. If therefore you have
a mind and think proper, write account of this to Darius,
that when he has consulted the records of the kincs, he
may find that we have told you nothing that is false about
the matter."

§ 5. "When Zorobabel and the high priest had made
this answer, Sisines and those that were with him re-

solved not to hinder the building, until they had informed
king Darius of all this, and immediately wrote to him
about it. And as the Jews were now terrified and
afraid lest the king should change his mind as to the
building of Jerusalem and the temple, two prophets at
that time among them, Haggai and Zachariah, encouraged
them, and bade them be of good cheer and suspect no
hindrance from the Persians, for G-od foretold this to them.
So they applied themselves earnestly to the building in
reliance on those prophets, and did not intermit one dav.

§ 6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had written to

him, and in their letter had accused the Jews of fortifying

the city, and building the temple more like a citadel than
a temple, and said that their doings were not for the
king's advantage, and also showed the letter of Cambyses,
wherein he forbade them to build the temple, and when
Darius thereby understood that the restoration of Jeru-
salem was not for his interest, and when he had read the
letter that was brought him from Sisines and those that

were with him, he gave order that what concerned these

matters should be sought for among the royal records.

And a book was found at Ecbatana, in the tower that

was in Media, wherein was written as follows :
" Cyrus

the king, in the first year of his reign, commanded that

the temple and altar should be built in Jerusalem ; its
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height was to be threescore cubits, and its breadth the

same, with three layers of polished stone, and one

of wood of their own country : and he ordered that the

expenses of it should be paid out of the king's revenue. He
also commanded that the vessels which Nebuchadnezzar
had pillaged and carried to Babylon, should be restored to

the people of Jerusalem, and that the care of these things

should belong to Abassar, the governor and president of

Syria and Phoenicia, and to his associates, not to meddle
in the place, but to permit the servants of God, the Jews
and their rulers, to build the temple. He also ordered

that they should contribute towards the work, and supply

the Jews, out of the tribute of the country where they

were governors, for the sacrifices, bulls and rams and
lambs and kids of the goats, and fine flour and oil and
wine, and all other things that the priests should suggest

to them ; and that they should pray for the preserva-

tion of the king, and of the Persians. As for such as

transgressed any of these orders thus sent to them, he com-
manded that they should be arrested and crucified, and
their substance confiscated to the king's use. He also

prayed to God that, if any one' attempted to hinder the

building of the temple, God would strike him dead, and
thereby restrain him from his wickedness."

§ 7. When Darius had found this book among the
records of Cyrus, he wrote an answer to Sisines and his

associates, whose contents were as follows. " King Darius to

Sisines the governor, and to Sarabazanes, greeting. Having
found a copy of the enclosed letter among the records of

Cyrus, I have sent it to you ; and I will that all things

be done as is therein written. Farewell." So when
Sisines, and those that were with him, understood the
intention of the king, they resolved to follow his directions

entirely for the time to come. So they forwarded the
sacred works, and assisted the elders of the Jews and the
princes of the Sanhedrim, and the structure of the temple
was with great diligence brought to a conclusion, by the
prophecies of Haggai and Zachariali according to God's
commands, and by the injunctions of the kings Cyrus and
Darius. Now the temple was built in seven years, and in

the ninth year of the reign of Darius, on the twenty-third
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day of the twelfth month, which is called by us Adar, but
by the Macedonians Dystrus, the priests and Levites and
the rest of the Israelites offered sacrifices, (to commemorate
the renewal of their former prosperity after their captivity,

and because they had now the temple rebuilt,) a hundred
bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and twelve
kids of the goats, according to the number of their tribes,

(for so many are the tribes of the Israelites), and this last

for the sins of every tribe. The priests also and the

Levites set porters at every gate according to the laws
of Moses. The Jews also built the cloisters of the inner

temple round about the temple itself.

§ 8. Ajid as the feast of Unleavened Bread was at hand,
in the first month, which according to the Macedonians is

called Xanthicus, but according to us Nisan, all the people

flocked in from the villages to the city, and celebrated the

festival, having purified themselves, with their wives and
children, according to the law of their country ; and they

offered the sacrifice which was caUed the Passover on the

fourteenth day of the same month, and feasted seven days,

and spared for no cost, but offered whole burnt-offerings to

God, and performed sacrifices of thanksgiving, because Grod

had restored them to the land of their fathers and to its

laws, and had made the mind of the king of Persia

favourable to them. And they offered the largest sacrifices

on these accounts, and used great magnificence in the wor-

ship of God, and dwelt in Jerusalem, and had a form of

government that was partly aristocratical, partly oligar-

chical. For the high priests were at the bead of affairs,

until the posterity of the Asamonseans set up kingly

government : for before the captivity, and the dissolution

of their polity, they had first kingly government from
Saul and David, for five hundred and thirty-two years, six

months, and ten days ; and before those kings, such rulers

governed as were called Judges and Dictators. Under
this form of government they continued for more than five

hundred years, after the death of Moses, and of Joshua

their leader. And this is the account I had to give of the

Jews who had been carried into captivity, but were de-

livered from it in the times of Cyrus and Darius.

§ 9. But the Samaritans, being enviously and evilly dis-
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posed against the Jews, wrouglit them much mischief,

relying on their riches, and pretending that they were
akin to the Persians, since from thence they came ; and
whatever they were enjoined by the king's order to pay
the Jews out of the tribute for the sacrifices, they would
not pay. They had also the governors favourable to

them and assisting them in that purpose ; nor did they

spare to hurt the Jews, either by themselves or by others,

as far as they were able. So the people of Jerusalem de-

termined to send an embassage to king Darius to accuse

the Samaritans. The ambassadors were Zorobabel, and
four others of the rulers. And as soon as the king heard
from the ambassadors the accusations and complaints they

brought against the Samaritans, he gave them a letter to

carry to the governors and council of Samaria. The con-

tents were as follows. "King Darius to Tanganas and Sam-
babas, the governors of the Samaritans, also to Sadraces

and Bobelo, and the rest of their fellow-servants that are

in Samaria. Zorobabel, Ananias, and Mordecai, ambassa-
dors of the Jews, complain of you, that you obstruct them
in the building of the temple, and do not supply them
with the sums which I commanded you for the offering of

the sacrifices. My will therefore is that, upon the reading
of this letter, you supply them with whatever they want
for their sacrifices, and that out of the royal treasury of the
tribute of Samaria, as the priests shall desire, that they
may not leave off offering their daily sacrifices, nor praying
to God for me and the Persians." Such were the contents

of the letter.

CHAP. V.

How Xerxes, the Son of Barms, was well disposed to the

Jews ; as also concerning Esdras and Nehemiah.

§1.

UPON the death of Darius, his son Xerxes succeeded
to the kingdom, who, as he inherited his father's

kingdom, so did he inherit his piety towards God, and
honour of him ; for he did all things like his father as to
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divine worship, and lie was exceedingly friendly to the
Jews. Now about this time, a son of Jeshua, whose name
was Joaoim, was the high priest. Also there was now in
Babylon a righteous man, and one that enjoyed a great
reputation among the multitude, he was the principal
priest of the people, and his name was Esdras. He was
very skilful in the laws of Moses, and was a favourite with
king Xerxes. He determined to go up to Jerusalem, and
to take with him some of those Jews that were in Babylon,
and he desired that the king would give him a letter to
the satraps of Syria, that they might know who he was.
Accordingly, the king wrote the following letter to those
satraps. "Xei-xes, king of kings, to Esdras the priest,

and reader of the divine law, greeting. I think it agree-
able to that love which I bear to mankind, to permit those
of the Jewish nation that are so disposed, as well as those
of the priests and Levites that are in our kingdom, to go
together to Jerusalem. Accordingly, I have given com-
mand for that purpose ; and let everyone that has a mind
go, (for so it has seemed good to me and to my seven
counsellors,) in order to review affairs in Judaea, to see

whether they be agreeable to the law of Grod. Let them
also take with them those presents which I and my friends

have vowed, as well as all the silver and gold that is

found in the country of the Babylonians which was dedi-

cated to God, and let all this be carried to Jerusalem for

sacrifices to God. Let it also be lawful for thee and thy
brethren to make as many vessels of silver and gold as

thou pleasest. Thou shalt also dedicate those holy vessels

which have been given thee, and as many more as thou
hast a mind to make, and shalt take the expenses out of

the king's treasury. I have moreover written to the trea-

surers of Syria and Phoenicia, to see to the affairs that

Esdras the priest, and reader of the laws of God, is sent

about. And that God may not be at all angry with me, or

with my children, I grant all that is necessary for sacrifices

to God according to the law, as far as a hundred cors of

wheat. And I enjoin you not to lay any treacherous im-

position or tribute upon their priests or Levites, or sacred

singers, or porters, or sacred servants, or scribes of the

temple. And do thou, O Esdras, appoint judges according
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to the wisdom given thee by God, and those such as under-

stand the law, that they may judge in all Syria and
Phoenicia ; and do thou instruct those also who are igno-

rant of it, that if anyone of thy countrymen transgress the

law of Grod, or that of the king, he may be punished, as

not transgressing it out of ignorance, but as one that

knows it indeed, but boldly despises and contemns it. And
such may be punished by death, or by paying fines. Fare-

well."

§ 2. Wlien Esdras had received this letter, he was very

joyful, and began to worship God, and confessed that he

had been the cause of the king's great favour to him, and
for that reason he gave all the glory to God. And he read

the letter at Babylon to the Jews that were there, but he

kept it, and sent a copy of it to all those of his own nation

that were in Media. And when these Jews understood

the piety the king had towards God, and the kindness

he had for Esdras, they were all greatly pleased ; and
many of them took their effects with them and came to

Babylon, yearning to return to Jerusalem. But the entire

body of the people of Israel remained in that country. So
there are but two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the

Eomans, for the ten tribes are beyond the Euphrates even

now, and are an immense multitude that cannot be num-
bered. Now there came a great number of jmests, and
Levites, and porters, and sacred singers, and sacred ser-

vants, to Esdras. So he gathered together those that were
in captivity beyond the Euphrates, and stayed there three

days, and ordained a fast for them, that they might
make prayers to God for their preservation, that they

might sufier no misfortune by the way, either from their

enemies, or from any other naischance. For Esdras had
told the king beforehand that God would preserve them,
and so he had not thought fit to request that he would send
horsemen to conduct them. And when they had finished

their prayers, they removed from the Euphrates on the

twelfth day of the first month of the seventh year of

the reign of Xerxes, and got to Jerusalem in the fifth

month of the same year. And Esdras at once presented
the sacred money to the treasurers, who were of the family

of the priests, six hundred and fifty talents of silver.
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vessels of silver one hundred talents, vessels of gold twenty
talents, and vessels of brass that was more precious than
gold ' twelve talents by weight ; for these presents had
been made by the king and his counsellors, and by all the

Israelites that stayed at Babylon. And when Esdras had
delivered these things to the priests, he gave to Grod, as the

appointed sacrifices of whole burnt-offerings, twelve bulls

for the common preservation of the people, ninety rams,

and seventy-two lambs, and twelve kids of the goats for

the remission of sins. He also delivered the king's letter

to the king's ofB.cers, and to the governors of Coele-Syria

and Phoenicia ; and as they were obliged to do what was

enjoined by him, they honoured our nation, and assisted

them in all their necessities.

§ 3. Now all these things were done under the advice

of Esdras, and he succeeded in them, because God esteemed

him worthy of success in his plans on account of his good-

ness and righteousness. And some time afterwards there

came some persons to him, who brought an accusation

ao-aiast certain of the multitude and of the priests and

Levites, who had transgressed their polity and broken the

laws of their country by marrying strange wives, and had
brought the family of the priests into confusion. These

persons desired him to support the laws, lest God should

take up a general anger against them all, and reduce them

to a calamitous condition again. Thereupon he immediately

rent his garments in his grief, and pulled off the hair of

his head and beard, and cast himself upon the ground,

because this crime had reached the principal men among
the people, and considering that if he should enjoin them

to put away their wives, and the children they had by

them, he should not be hearkened to, he continued lying

upon the ground. However, all the better sort came run-

ning to him, and also themselves wept and joined in the

grief he was in for what had been done. Then Esdras

rose up from the ground, and stretched out his hands

towards heaven, and said that he was ashamed to look

towards it because of the sins which the peoj)le had com-

' Dr. Hudson takes notice here, that this kind of brass or copper, or

rather mixture of gold and brass or copper, was called ' aurichalcum,'

which was of old esteemed the most precious of metals.—W.
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Diitted, who had cast out of their memories what their

fathers had undergone on account of their wickedness:

and he besought God, who had saved a seed and a rem-

nant out of the calamity and captivity they had been in,

and had restored them again to Jerusalem and to their

own land, and had obliged the kings of Persia to have

compassion on them, to forgive them also the sins they

had now committed, for, though they deserved death, yet

it was agreeable to the mercy of God to remit even to them
the punishment due.

§ 4. After Esdras had said this, he left off praying;

and when all those that came to him with their wives and

children were in lamentation, one whose name was Jecho-

nias, a principal man in Jerusalem, came to him and said

that they had sinned in marrying strange wives; and
urged him to adjure them all to put away those wives and
the children born of them, and that those should be

punished who would not obey the law. So Esdras hearkened

to this advice, and made the chief men of the priests and
Levites and Israelites swear that they would put away
those wives and children according to the advice of Jecho-

nias. And when he had received their oaths, he went at

once out of the temple into the chamber of Johanan the

son of Eliasib, and as he had hitherto tasted nothing at

all for grief, he abode there that day. And when proclama-

tion was made, that all those of the captivity should gather

themselves together to Jerusalem, and those that did not

meet there in two or three days should be banished from
the multitude, and their substance appropriated according

to the decision of the elders, those that were of the tribes

of Judah and Benjamin came together in three days, viz.

on the twentieth day of the ninth month, which according

to the Hebrews is called Tebeth, and according to the

Macedonians Apellseus. Now, as they were sitting in the

upper room of the temple, where the elders also were pre-

sent, who suffered greatly from the cold, Esdras stood

up and accused them, and told them that they had sinned

in marrying wives that were not of their own nation ; and
that they would now do a thing both pleasing to God, and
advantageous to themselves, if they put those wives away.
And they all cried out that they would do so, but that the
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multitude was great, and that the season of the year was
winter, and that this work would require more than one or
two days. " Let the rulers, therefore [said they,] and
those that have married strange wives, come hither at a
fixed time, and let the elders of ev€ry place estimate the
number of those that have thus married, and be there
also." Accordingly, this was resolved on by them, and
they began the inquiry for those that had married strange
wives on the first day of the tenth month, and continued
the inquiry to the first day of the next month, and found
a great many of the posterity of Jeshua the high priest,

and of the priests and Levites and Israelites, who had a
greater regard to the observation of the law than to their
natural affection, and immediately put away their wives
and the children which were born of them ;

' and in order
to appease God they offered sacrifices, and slew rams as
oblations to him. But it does not seem to me to be neces-
sary to set down the names of these men. So when Esdras
tad reformed this sin about the marriages of the fore-

mentioned persons, he purified their practice in marriages,
so that it continued in that state for the time to come.

§ 5. Now when they keirt the feast of Tabernacles in the
seventh month, and almost all the people were come to-

gether to it, they went up to the open part of the temple,

to the gate which faced east, and desired of Esdras that
the laws of Moses might be read to them. Accordingly
he stood in the midst of the multitude and read them, and
did so from morning to noon. Now, by hearing the laws
read to them, they were instructed to be righteous men for

the present and for the future, and as for their past

' This procedure of Esdras, and of the best part of the Jewish nation,

after their return from the Babylonish captivity, of reducing the Jewish
marriages, once for all, to the strictness of the law of Moses, without

any regard to the greatness of those who had broken it, and without

regard to that natural affection or compassion for their heathen wires,

and their children by them, which made it so hard for Esdras to correct it,

deserves greatly to be observed and imitated in all attempts for reforma-

tion among Christians, the contrary conduct having ever been the bane

of true religion, both among Jews and Christians, while political views,

or human passions, or prudential motives, are suffered to take place

instead of the divine laws, and so the blessing of God is forfeited, and
the church still suffered to continue corrupt from one generation to

another. See chap. viii. § 2.—W.
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offences, they were vexed with themselves, and even went
so far as to shed tears, considering with themselves, that
if they had kept the law, they would have endured none
of those miseries which they had experienced. But when
Esdras saw them in that disposition, he hade them go
home and not weep, for it was a festival, and they
ought not to weep thereon, for it was not lawful to do
so. He exhorted them rather to jjroceed immediately
to feasting, and to do what was suitable to a feast and.

agreeable to a day of joj', and to let their repentance and
sorrow for their former sins be a security and guard
to them against falling any more into the like offences.

So upon Esdras's exhortation they began to feast, and when
they had so done for eight days in their tabernacles, they
departed to their own homes, singing hymns to God, and
returning thanks to Esdras for his reformation of the cor-

ruptions that had been introduced into their polity. And
it came to pass after he had obtained this reputation
among the people, that he died an old man, and was buried
in a magnificent manner at Jerusalem. About the same
time also Joachim the high priest died, and his son Eliasib

succeeded him in the high priesthood.

§ 6. Now there was one of the Jews that had been carried

into captivity, who was cup-bearer to king Xerxes, whose
name was Nehemiah. As he was walking about in the
suburbs of Susa, the metropolis of the Persians, he heard
some strangers that were entering the city after a long
journey, speaking to one another in the Hebrew tongue,
so he went to them and asked them whence they came ?

And when their answer was, that they came from Judsea,
he began to inquire of them again in what state the multi-
tude was ? and in what condition Jerusalem was ? And they
replied that they were in a bad state,' for their walls were
thrown down to the ground, and the neighbouring nations
did a great deal of mischief to the Jews, for in the day time

' This miserable cpndition of the Jews, and their capital, must have
been after the death of Esdras, their former governor, and before Nehe-
miah came with his commission to build the walls of Jerusalem. Nor
is that at all disagreeable to these histories in Josephus, since Esdras came
in the 7th, and Nehemiah not till the 25th year of Xerxes, an interval of
eighteen years.—W.
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they overran the country and pillaged it, and in the night
did them mischief, insomuch that not a few were led
away captive out of the country and from Jerusalem
itself, and the roads were every day found full of dead
men. At this Nehemiah shed tears, commiserating the
calamities of his countrymen : and looking up to heaven,
he said, " How long, O Lord, wilt thou allow our nation
to suffer such great miseries, for we are made the prey and
spoil of all men." And while he stayed at the gate and
lamented thus, one told him that the king was going to
sit down to supper ; so he made haste, and went at once
as he was, without washing himself, to minister to the king
in his office of cup-bearer. And as the king was very
pleasant after supper, and more cheerful than usual, he
cast his eyes on Nehemiah, and seeing him looking sad, he
asked him why he was sad ? Whereupon he prayed to

G-od to give him favour, and persuasion to his words, and
said, " How can I, O king, appear otherwise than sad and in

trouble of mind when I hear that the walls of Jerusalem, the
city where are the sepulchres of my fathers, are thrown
down to the ground, and that its gates are consumed by
fire ; but do thou grant me the favour to go and build its

wall, and to finish the building of the temple." And the
king gave him a sign that he freely granted him what he
asked, and told him to carry a letter to the satraps, that
they might pay him due honour, and afford him whatever
assistance he wanted for what he pleased. " Leave off thy
sorrow, therefore," added the king, " and be cheerful hence-
forth in the performance of thy office." Then Nehemiah
worshipped God, and gave the king thanks for his promise,
and cleared up his sad and cloudy countenance in the

pleasure he had at the king's promises. And the king
called for him the next day, and gave him a letter to carry

to Adaeus, the governor of Syria and Phoenicia and Samaria,

wherein he gave him injunctions to pay due honour to

Nehemiah, and to supply him with what he wanted for the

building.

§ 7. Now when he had gone to Babylon, and had taken

with him thence many of his coimtrymen who voluntarily

followed him, he arrived at Jerusalem in the twenty-fifth

year of the reign of Xerxes : and when he had shown the

II. T
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letters to God,' he gave them to Adaeus and the other

governors. He also called together all the people to Jeru-

salem, and stood in the midst of the temple, and made the

following speech to them. " You know, O Jews, that our

forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, kept God in mind
continually ; and for the sake of their righteousness, he
has not left off the care of you : indeed he has assisted me
in gaining this leave from the king to raise up our wall,

and finish what is wanting of the temple. I desire you
therefore (who well know the ill-will the neighbouring

nations bear to us, who, when once they perceive that

we are in earnest about building, will come upon us, and
contrive many ways of obstructing our work), in the first

place to put your trust in God, as in one who will assist us

against their hatred, and next to intermit building neither

night nor day, but to use all diligence, and to hasten on
the work, now we have this especial opportunity for it."

When he had said this, he gave order that the rulers

should measure the wall and divide the work of it among
the people, according to their villages and cities, and ac-

cording to every one's ability. And when he had added
the promise, that he himself with his servants would assist

them in the building, he dissolved the assembly. So the

Jews prepared for the work. They have been called Jews
from the day that they came up from Babylon, after the

tribe of Judah, which came first to those places, and so

both they and the country gained that appellation.^

§ 8. Now when the Ammonites and Moabites and Sa-
maritans, and all that inhabited Cajle-Syria,^ heard that the

building of the walls went on apace, they took it ill, and

^ This showing king Xerxes' letters to God, or laying them open
before God in the temple, is very lilie the laying open the letters of Sen-
nacherib before him also by Hezekiah, 2 Kings xix. 14, Isa. xxxvii. 14,
although this last was for a memorial, to put him in mind of the enemies,
in order to move the divine compassion, and the present as a token of
gratitude for mercies already received, as Havercamp well observes on
this place.—W.

' Judaei, Judah, Judcea.
^ Ccele-Syria is properly the valley between Lebanon and Anti-

Lebanon ; but the name is sometimes used in a wider sense to denote
the prolongation of the valley into the Valley of the Jordan, and it

seems to be so used in this instance by Josephus.
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proceeded to lay snares for them, and to hinder their in-

tention. They also slew many of the Jews, and sought to

destroy Nehemiah himself, by hiring some of the foreigners

to kill him. They also put the Jews in fear and alarm,

and spread abroad rumours, as if many nations were going

to make an expedition against them, by which means
they were alarmed, and almost left off the building. But
none of these things could deter Nehemiah from being

diligent about the work, only he kept a number of men
about him as a body-guard, and unweariedly persevered

therein, and was insensible of any toil in his desire to

perfect the work. And thus did he take care of his own
safety attentively and with great forecast, not that he
feared death, but because he was persuaded that if he were
dead, the walls for his fellow-citizens would never be raised.

He also gave orders that the builders should keep their

ranks, and have their armour on while they were building.

Accordingly, the mason had his sword on, as well as he

that brought the materials for building. He also ordered

that their shields should lie very near them, and he placed

trumpeters at intervals of five hundred feet, and charged

them if their enemies appeared, that they should give notice

of it to the people, that they might fight in their armour,

and that their enemies might not fall upon them when
thev were unarmed. He also went about the rounds of the

city by night, being never discouraged, either about the work
itself, or about his own diet and sleep, for he made no use of

those things for pleasure, but only out of necessity. And
he underwent this toil for two years and tour months :'

for in so long time was the wall bmlt, in the twenty-eighth

1 It may not be improper to remark here, with what unusual acouracy

Josephus determines these years of Xerxes, in which the walls of Jeru-

salem were built, viz. that Nehemiah came with his commission in the

25th year of Xerxes ; that the walls were two years and four months

in building, and that they were finished in the 28th year of Xerxes,

§ 7, 8. It may also be remarked further, that Josephus hardly ever

mentions more than one infallible astronomical character, I mean an

eclipse of the moon a little before the death of Herod the Great, Antiq.

xvii. 6, § 4. Now on these two chronological characters in a great

measure depend some of the most important points belonging to Chris-

tianity, viz. the explication of Daniel's seventy weeks, and the duration

of our Saviour's ministry, and the time of his death, in correspondence

to these seventy weeks.—W.
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year of the reign of Xerxes, in the ninth month. And
when the walls were finished, Nehemiah and the multitude

offered sacrifices to God for the huilding of them, and
continued feasting for eight days. But when the nations

which dwelt in Syria heard that the building of the walla

was finished, they were indignant at it. Now when Nehe-

miah saw that the city was thinly peopled, he exhorted the

priests and Levites to leave the country and remove to

the city and live there, and he huilt them houses at.

his own expense, and he commanded those of the people

who were employed in cultivating the land to bring the

tithes of their fruits to Jerusalem, that the priests and
Levites, having perpetually whereon they might live, might

not leave the divine worship. And they willingly hearkened

to the orders of Nehemiah, so the city of Jerusalem came
to be fuller of people than it was before. And when
Nehemiah had finely done many other excellent things

worthy of commendation, he died at a good old age. He
was a man of a good and righteous disposition, and very

ambitious to make his own nation happy ; and he left the

walls of Jerusalem as his eternal monument. They were
built in the days of Xerxes.

CHAP. VI.

Concerning Esther and Morclecai and Haman : and how, in

the Reign of Artaxerxes, the whole Nation of the Jews xcas

in Banger of Perishing.

§1-

AFTEE the death of Xei-xes, the kingdom came to liis

son Cyrus, whom the Greeks called Artaxerxes. When
he was ruler over the Persians, the whole nation of the
Jews,' with their wives and children, was in danger of

' Since some sceptical persons are willing to discard this book of
Esther as no true history ; and even our learned and judicious Dr.
Wall, in his late posthumous critical notes upon all the other Hebrew
books of the Old Testament, gives us none upon the Canticles, or upon-

Esther, and seems thereby to give up this book, as well as he gives up
the Canticles, as indefensible : I shall venture to say, that almost all

the objections against this book of Esther are gone at once, if, as we-
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perishmg: the reason of which I shall show in a little

time, for it is proper first to give some account of this
king, and how he married a Jewish wife of royal stock,
who is related to have saved our nation. For when
Artaxerxes had taken over the kingdom, and had set

governors over the hundred and twenty-seven satrapies
from India to Ethiopia, he made in the third year of his
reign a costly feast for his friends and the nations of
Persia and their governors, such an one as was proper for

a king to make when he had a mind to make a public
demonstration of his riches, and it lasted a hundred
and eighty days ; after which he made a feast for other
nations, and for their ambassadors at Susa, for seven days.

Now this feast was ordered after the manner following
;

he caused a tent to be pitched, which was supported by
pillars of gold and silver, with curtains of hnen and purple
spread over them, that many ten thousands might recline.

The cups with which the waiters ministered were of gold,

and adorned with precious stones, for pleasure and for

show. He also gave order to the servants that they should
not force the guests to drink by bringing them wine con-

tinually, as is the practice of the Persians, but permit
every one of them to enjoy himself according to his own
inclination. He also sent messengers throughout the

country, and gave order that the people should have a re-

mission of their labours, and should keep a festival many
days, on account of his accession to the kingdom. In like

manner did Vashti the queen gather the women together,

and make them a feast in the palace. Now the king was
desirous to show her to those that feasted with him, as

she exceeded all women in beauty, and he sent and com-
manded her to come to the feast. But she, out of regard to

the laws of the Persians, which forbade women to be seen

by strangers, would not go to the king ;
^ and though he

certainly ought to do, and as Dean Prideaux has justly done, we place

this history under Artaxerxes Longimanus, as do both the Septuagint

and Josephus. The learned Dr. Lee, in his posthumous dissertation

on the second book of Esdras, page 25, also says, that "the truth of

this history is demonstrated by the feast of Purim, kept up from that

time to this very day."—AV.
' If the Chaldee paraphrast be right, that Artaxerxes intended

to show Vashti to his guests naked, it is no wonder at all that she
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often sent the eunuchs to her, she nevertheless stayed

away and refused to come, till the king was so much irri-

tated, that he broke up the entertainment, and rose up
and called for those seven Persians who had the interpre-

tation of the laws committed to them, and accused his

wife, and said that he had been affronted by her, because

though she was frequently summoned by him to his feast,

she did not obey him once. He therefore ordered them to-

inform him what could be done against her by the law>

Then one of them, whose name was Muchseus, said that

this affront was offered not to him alone, but to ail the

Persians, who were in danger of leading very unhappy lives

with their wives if they were thus despised by them ; for

none of the wives would have any reverence for their hus-

bands, having such an example of arrogance in the queen
towards him who ruled over all. So he exhorted him to

punish her severely, as she had been guilty of so great

an affront to him, and when he had so done, to publish

to the nations what had been decreed about the queen.

So the resolution was to put Yashti away, and to give her
dignity to another woman.

§ 2. But the king being very fond of her could not well

bear a separation, and yet by the law he could not admit
of a reconciliation with her, so he was in trouble, as not
having it in his power to do what he desired to do. Now
when his friends saw him so uneasy, they advised him to
put the memory of his wife and his love for her out of
his mind, and to send abroad over all the world, and
search out for comely virgins, and to take her whom he
should like best for a wife, because his passion for his

former wife would be quenched by the substitution of

would not submit to sucli an indignity ; and if it were not so gross
as that, yet it might, in the king's cups, be done in u, way so indecent,

as the Persian laws would not then bear, any more than the common laws
of modesty. And that the king had some such design, seems not im-
probable, for otherwise the principal of these royal guests could be no
strangers to the queen, nor unapprized of her beauty. However, since

Providence was now paving the way for the introduction of a Jewess-
into the king's affections, to bring about one of the most wonderful
deliverances which the Jewish or any nation ever had, we need not be
further solicitous about the motives by which the king was induced t&
divorce Vashti, and marry Esther.—W.
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another, and the kindness he had to Vashti would be
withdrawn from her, and be placed by degrees on her that
was with him. And he was persuaded to follow this

advice, and gave orders to certain persons to choose out of
the virgins that were in his kingdom those that were
esteemed the most comely, and bring them to him. Now
when a great number of these virgins were gathered toge-

ther, there was found a damsel in Babylon, whose parents
were both dead, and she was brought up with her uncle
Mordecai, for that was his name. He was of the tribe of

Benjamin, and was one of the principal persons among the
Jews. Now it so happened that this damsel, whose name
was Esther, was the most beautiful of all, and'the grace of

her countenance drew the eyes of spectators principally upon
her : so she was committed to one of the eunuchs to take

charge of her : and she was provided with sweet odours in

great plenty, and with costly ointments, such as these vir-

gins' bodies needed to be perfumed with : for this course

was used six months by the virgins, who were in number
four hundred. And when the eunuch thought the virgins

had been sufficiently preparedin the forementioned time, and
were now fit to go to the king's bed, he sent one to be with the

king every day. And he, when he had lain with her, sent

her back to the eunuch : but when Esther had come to him,

he was pleased with her, and fell in love with the damsel,

and made her his lawful wife, and kept a wedding feast for

her in the twelfth month of the seventh year of his reign,

which was called Adar. He also sent couriers, caUed
angari,^ unto every nation, and gave orders that they should

keep a feast for his marriage, while he himseK treated the

Persians and the Medes, and the principal men of the

nations, for a whole month, on account of his marriage.

And Esther came to the royal palace, and he set a diadem
on her head. Thus was she married, without making
known to the king what nation she belonged to. Her uncle

also removed from Babylon to Susa, and dwelt there, being

every day about the palace, and inquiring how the damsel

did, for he loved her as though she had been his own
daughter.

1 See Herodotus, viii. 98 ; Xen. Cyr. 8. 6,17; Matt.T. 41, xxrii. 32;

Mark, xv. 21.
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§ 3. Now th.e king had made a law, that none of his

people should approach him unless summoned, when he

sat upon his throne ; ' and men, with axes in their hands,

stood round about his throne, to punish such as ap-

proached him without being summoned. However, the king

sat with a golden sceptre in his hand, which he held out

when he had a mind to save any of those that approached

him without being summoned ; and he who touched it was
free from danger. But of this matter I have said enough.

§ 4. Some time after this two eunuchs Bagathous and
Theodestes plotted against the king, and Barnabazus, the

servant of one of them, and by birth a Jew, got ac-

quainted with their conspiracy, and discovered it to the

queen's uncle ; and Mordecai through Esther made the

conspirators known to the king. This troubled the king,

but he discovered the truth, and crucified the eunuchs, but

gave no reward at the time to Mordecai, who had been

the occasion of his preservation. He only bade the scribes

set down his name in the records, and bade him stay in the

palace, as a very intimate friend of the king.

§ 5. Now there was one Haman, the son of Amedatha, an
Amalekite by race, that used to visit the king, and when
he did so the foreigners and Persians prostrated themselves

before him, as Artaxerxes had commanded that such honour
should be paid to him ; but Mordecai was so wise, and so

observant of his country's laws, that he would not pros-

trate himself before a man. When Haman observed this,

he inquired what his nationality was. And when he heard
that he was a Jew, he was indignant, and said within him-
self, thatwhereaa.the Persians, whowere free men,prostrated
themselves before him, this man, who was no better than
a slave, did not choose to do so. And as he desired to

punish Mordecai, he thought it too small a thing to re-

quest of the king that he alone might be punished, he

' Herodotus says, that this law [against any one's coming uncalled to

the kings of Persia when they were sitting on their thrones] was first

enacted by Deioces, i.e. by him who first withdrew the Medes from the
dominion of the Assyrians, and himself first reigned over them. Thus
also, says Spanheim, stood guards, with their axes, about the throne of
Tenus, or Tenudus, that the offender might by them be punished im-
mediately.—W.
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rather detennined to abolish the whole nation, for he was
naturally an enemy to the Jews, because the nation of the
Amalekites, from which he sprung, had been destroyed by
them. Accordingly, he went to the king, and accused
them, saying, " There is a certain wicked nation, dis-

persed over all the world under thy dominion ; a nation
separate from others, unsociable, having neither the same
sort of divine worship that others have, nor using laws
like the laws of others : at enmity with thy people and
with all men both in their manners and practices. Now,
if thou wilt be a benefactor to thy subjects, thou wilt give

orders to destroy them utterly, and not leave the least re-

mains of them, nor preserve any of them either for slaves

or for captives." Aid that the king might not be injured

by the loss of the tribute which the Jews paid, Haman
promised to give him out of his own estate forty thousand
talents, whenever he pleased ; and he would pay this money
very wiUingly, that the kingdom might be freed from such

a pest.

§ 6. When Haman made this petition, the king remitted

him the money, and granted him the men, to do what he
would with them. Then Haman having gained what he de-

sired, sent out immediately a decree as from the king to all

nations, the contents whereof were as follows. " Artaxerxes,

the great king, sends this writing to the rulers of the hun-

dred and twenty-seven satrapies from India to Ethiopia.

Whereas I have governed many nations, and obtained the

dominion of as much of all the world as I desired, and have

not been obliged to do any thing insolent or cruel to my
subjects by my power, but have shown myself mild and
gentle, and seen to their peace and good order, and have

been studious that they might enjoy those blessings for all

time to come ; and whereas I have been kindly informed

by Haman, who on account of his prudence and justice is

the first in my esteem and in dignity, and only second to

mvself for his fidelity and constant good-will to me, that

there is an ill-natured nation intermixed with all mankind,

that is averse to laws and unruly to kings, and of a different

conduct of life from others, that hateth monarchy, and is

ill-afEected to our rule, I give order that these men, of

whom Haman my second father hath informed us, be de-
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stroyed with, their -wives and children, and that none of

them be spared, and that none put pity to them before

obedience to this decree. And I will this to be executed on
the fourteenth day of the twelfth month of this present

year, that so, when all that have enmity to us are destroyed

in one day, we may be allowed to spend our lives in peace
hereafter." Now when this decree was carried to the cities

and all over the country, all made ready for the entire

destruction and massacre of tlie Jews on the day before

mentioned ; and they were very zealous about it at Susa in

particular. And the king and Haman spent their time in

feasting and drinking together, but the city was troubled.

§ 7. Now when Mordecaiwas informed of what had been,

done, he rent his clothes and put on sackcloth, and sprinkled

ashes upon his head, and went about the city, crying out

that a nation that had done no wrong was to be destroyed.

And saying thus he went as far as the king's palace, and
there he stood, for it was not lawful for him to go into it in

that dress. The same thing was done by all the Jews that

were in the several cities wherein this decree was published,

who lamented and mourned on account of the calamities

denounced against them. But when certain persons told the
queen that Mordecai stood in the court-yard in mourning,
she was troubled at hearing this, and sent out people
to change his garments ; but as he could not be induced
to put of£ his sackcloth, because the terrible occasion that

forced him to put it on was not yet ceased, she called the
eunuch Achratheus, who was then present, and sent him to

Mordecai, in order to know of him what sad event had be-
fallen him, for which he was in mourning, and would not
put off at her desire the dress he had put on. Then did
Mordecai inform the eunuch of the reason of his mourning,
and of the decree against the Jews which was sent by the
king all over the country, and of the promise of money
whereby Haman had bought the destruction of their nation.

He also gave him a copy of what was proclaimed at Susa
to carry to Esther ; and he charged her to petition the king
about the matter, and for the safety of her nation not to
think it a dishonourable thing to put on a humble drees,

wherein she might deprecate the ruin of the Jews, whO'
were in great peril ; for Haman, whose dignity was only
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inferior to that of the king, had accused the Jews, and had
irritated the king against them. When she was informed
of this, she sent to Mordecai again, and told him that she
was not summoned by the king, and that whoever went in
to him without being summoned was slain, unless the king,
if he wished to save any one, held out his golden sceptre to
him ; for to whomever he did so, although he went in. with-
out being summoned, that person was so farfrom being slain,

that he obtained pardon, and was safe. Now when the-

eunuch carried this message from Esther, Mordecai bade
him tell her that she must not look only to her own pre-
servation, but the common preservation of her nation, for
if she now neglected this opportunity, there would certainly

arise help for it from God some other way, but she and her
father's house would be destroyed by those whom she now
despised. Then Esther sent the same messenger back tO"

Mordecai and bade him go to Susa, and gather the Jews that
were there together to an assembly, and to fast and abstain
from all sorts of food on her account, and she with her

maidens would do the same ; and then she promised that

she would go to the king, though it was against the law,

and if she must die for it she would go through with it.

§ 8. And Mordecai did as Esther enjoined him, and
made the people fast, and together with them besought
God not to overlook his nation, particularly at that time,

when it was going to be destroyed ; but that, as he had
often before provided for them, and forgiven them when
they had sinned, so he would now deliver them from the

destruction which was denounced against them ; for

although it was not all the nation that had offended, yet

must they ingloriously be slain, but he himself was the
cause of the wrath of Haman, " because," said he, " I

did not prostrate myself before him, nor could I endure
to pay that honour to him which I used to pay to thee, O
Lord, and it is owing to his anger against me that he has
contrived this present mischief against those that have not

transgressed thy laws." The midtitude offered up the

same supplications, and entreated that God would see tO'

their deliverance, and free the Israelites in every land from
this calamity which was now coming upon them ; for they

saw it already before their eyes and expected it. Esther also-
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made supplication to God after the manner of her country, by
casting herself down upon the ground, and putting on
mourning apparel, and bidding farewell to meat and drink
and all pleasures for three days ; and she entreated G-od
to have mercy upon her, and to make her words appear
persuasive to the king, and to render her countenance more
beautiful than it was before, that both by her words and
beauty she might succeed in averting the king's anger, in

case he were at all irritated against her, and in protecting

those of her own country, now they were in the utmost
danger of perishing ; as also that he would excite a hatred
in the king against the enemies of the Jews, and those that

had contrived their future destruction, if they were stiU

despised by him.

§ 9. When Esther had used this supplication to God for

three days, she put off her mourning and changed her
dress, and adorned herself as became a queen, and took
two of her handmaids with her, one of whom supported
her as she gently leaned upon her, and the other followed
her, and held up her large train (which swept along the
ground) with the extremities of her fingers : and thus she
came to the king, with a blush on her countenance, and
.a pleasant attractiveness in her behaviour and dignity.

Yet did she go in to him with fear. And as soon as she
came within sight of him, as he was sitting on his throne
in his royal apparel, which was a garment interwoven with
gold and precious stones, which made him seem to her
more terrible, especially as he looked at her somewhat
.severely, and with a countenance on fire with anger, im-
mediately her joints failed her from the dread she was in,

and she fainted in the arms of her handmaids.^ But the
king changed his mind, by the wiU of God, I suppose, and
was concerned for his wife, lest her fear should bring some
very ill thing upon her, and leaped from his throne and
took her in his arms, and brought her round, embracing her
and speaking kindly to her, and exhorting her to be of
good cheer, and not to anticipate anything dreadful for
coming to him without being summoned, ^for that law was
made for subjects, so that she, who was a queen as much

' Surely we ought to read rale Trapa nXcvpdv oviraig. And so I have
done.
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as he a king, was entirely seciire. As he said this, he
put the sceptre into her hand, and laid his rod upon
her neck, on account of the law, to free her from her-
fear. And after she had revived at this, she said, " My
lord, it is not easy for me to say what suddenly happened,,
for as soon as I saw thee to be great and comefy and
terrihle, my spirit departed from me, and I had no soul left

in me." And as it was with difficulty and in a low voice
that she could say so much, the king was in great agony
and disorder, and encouraged Esther to be of good cheer,,

and to look for the best, since he was ready, if occasion
should require it, to grant her half his kingdom. Then
Esther desired that he and his friend Haman would come
to her to a banquet, for she said she had prepared a supper.
He consented to it, and when they were there, as they
were drinking, he bade Esther let him know what she de-
sired, for she should not be disappointed, though she should
desire the half of his kingdom. But she put ofE the dis-

covery of her petition till the next day, if he would come-
again, together with Haman, to banquet with her.

§ 10. Now as the king promised to do so, Haman went
away very glad, because he alone had the honour of supping
with the king at Esther's, and because no one else partook
of the same honour with kings but himself

;
yet when he

saw Mordecai in the court-yard, he was very much dis-

pleased, for he paid him no manner of respect when he
saw him. So he went home and called for his wife Zeresh
and his friends, and when they were come, he told them
what honour he enjoyed not only from the king, but from
the queen also, for he alone had that day supped with her
with the king, and was also invited again for the next
day ; but he said he was not pleased at seeing Mordecai the-

Jew in the court-yard. Thereupon his wife Zeresh advised
him to give orders that a gallows should be made fifty

cubits high, and that in the morning he should ask of

the king that Mordecai might be hanged thereon. And he
commended her advice, and gave orders to his servants to
prepare the gallows, and to place it in the court-yard for

the punishment of Mordecai. And it was accordingly

prepared. But God laughed to scorn the -wicked hope of
Haman, and as he knew what the event would be, was
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pleased witli what had been done. For that night he took
away the king's sleep ; and as he was not willing to lose

the time of his lying awake, but to spend it in something
that might be of advantage to his kingdom, he commanded
the scribe to bring him the chronicles of the former kings,

and the records of his own actions, and to read them to

bim. And as he brought them and read them, one was found
to have received an estate on account of his bravery on a

•certain occasion, and his name was set down ; another was
found to have had a present made him on account of his

fidelity : and then the scribe came to Bagathous and Theo-

destes, the eunuchs that had made a conspiracy against the

king, whom Mordecai had informed against. And when
the scribe read no more than that, and was going on to

.another event, the king stopped him, and inquired, whether
it was not added that Mordecai had a reward given him ?

And when he said there was nothing written about it, he
bade him leave off, and inquired of those who were told off

,Eor that purpose, what hour of the night it was ? And when
he was informed that it was already day, he gave order that

if they found any of his friends already come, and standing

before the palace, they should tell him. Now it happened
that Haman was found there, for he was come sooner
than usual, to petition the king to have Mordecai put to

death. So when his servants said that Haman was before

the palace, the king bade them call him in ; and when he
was come in, he said, " Because I know that thou only art

my fast friend, I desire thee to give me advice, how I may
honour one that I greatly love, in a manner suitable to my
magnificence." Now Haman reasoned with himself, that the
opinion he should give would be for himself, since it was he
alone who was beloved by the king ; so he gave that advice
which he thought the best. He said, " If thou wouldest
truly honour a man whom thou sayest thou dost love,

make him ride on horseback, with the same garment
•on which thou wearest, aud with a gold chain about his

neck, and let one of thy intimate friends go before him,
and proclaim through the whole city, that he whom the
king honoureth obtaineth this mark of his honour." This
was the advice which Haman gave, supposing that the
honour would be his. And the king was pleased with the
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advice, and said, " G-o then, for thou hast the horse,

the garment, and the chain, ask for Mordecai the Jew,

and give him those things, and go before his horse, and
proclaim accordingly ; for thou art (he added) my intimate

friend, and hast given me good advice ; carry out therefore

thyself what thou hast advised me to do. This shall

be his reward from me for preserving my life." When
he heard this order, which was entirely unexpected, he

was confounded in his mind, and scarce knew what to do.

However he went out and took the horse and purple gar-

ment and golden chain for the neck, and finding Mordecai

before the palace clothed in sackcloth, he bade him put

that dress off, and put the purple garment on : but

Mordecai, not knowing the truth, and thinking that it was
done in mockery, said, " O thou wretch, thou vilest of all

mankind, dost thou laugh so at our calamities ? " But
when he was satisfied that the king bestowed this honour

upon him, for the safety he had procured him, when he had
informed against the eunuchs who had conspired against

him, he put on the purple garment which the king always

wore, and put the chain about his neck, and got on horse-

back, and went round the city, while Haman went before,

and proclaimed, " This shall be the reward which the king

will bestow on the man whom he loves and esteems worthy

of honour." And when they had gone round the city,

Mordecai went in to the king, but Haman went home
full of shame, and informed his wife and friends of what

had happened with tears. And they said that he would

never now be able to be revenged on Mordecai, for God
was with him.

§ 11. Now while they were thus talking to one another,

Esther's eunuchs came to hasten Haman to supper ; and

one of the eunuchs, named Sabuchadas, seeing the gaUows

that was fixed in Haraan's house for Mordecai, inquired of

one of the servants, why they had prepared it ? And when

he learned that it was for the queen's uncle, because Haman
was about to petition the king that he might be punished,

he held his peace for the time. Now when the king was

feasting with Haman at the banquet, he desired the queen

to tell him what gift she wished to obtain, and assured her

that she should have whatever she had a mind to. She
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then lamented the danger her people were in, and said that

she and her nation were given up to be destroyed, and
so she spoke about the matter ; for she would not have
troubled him if he had only given order that they should

be sold into bitter servitude, for such an evil would not
have been intolerable, but she desired that they might be
delivered from this destruction. And when the king in-

quired of her who was the author of this, she then
openly accused Haman, and proved that he had been the

wicked instrument of this, and had formed this plot against

them. When the king was troubled at this, and bounded
away from the banquet into the garden, Haman began to

beg and beseech Esther to forgive him his offences, for he
perceived that he was in a very bad case. And as he had
fallen upon the queen's couch, and was making supph-
cation to her, the king came in, and being still more
provoked at that sight, said, " O thou vilest of all man-
kind, dost thou attempt to force my wife ? " And when
Haman was dismayed at this, and unable to speak one
word more, Sabuchadas the eunuch came in, and accused
Haman, and f aid he found a gallows at his house prepared
for Mordecai, for the servant had told him so much upon.

his inquiry, when he went to summon Haman to supper.

He said further, that the gallows was fifty cubits high.

When the king heard this, he determined that Haman
should be punished in no other manner than that which
he had devised against Mordecai ; so he gave orders that
he should be hung immediately upon that gallows, and so
die. And hence I cannot forbear to admire God, and to
recognize his wisdom and justice, not only in punishing the
wickedness of Haman, but in so disposing it, that he should
undergo the very same punishment which he had contrived

for another ; as also, because he thereby teaches others this

lesson, that what mischief anyone prepares against another,,

he, without knowing it, first contrives against himself.'

§ 12. Haman then, having immoderately abused the
honour he had from the king, perished in this manner,
and the king granted his estate to the queen. He also

sent for Mordecai, (for Esther had informed him that

' Ste Hesiod, Woris and Bays, 265 ; Ovid, A. J. i. 655, 656.
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she was akin to him,) and gave him the ring which
he had before given to Haman. The queen also gave
Hainan's estate to Mordecai, and prayed the king to deliver

the nation of the Jews from the fear of death, and showed
him what had been written over aU the country by Haman
the son of Amadatha : for if her country were destroyed,

and her countrymen were to perish, she could not bear to

live any longer. And the king promised her, that he would
not purposely do anything that should be disagreeable to

her, nor go counter to what she desired, but bade her write

what she pleased about the Jews in the king's name, and
seal it with his seal, and send it all over his kingdom, for

those who read letters whose authority was secured by
having the king's seal on them would no way oppose what
was written therein. So he commanded the king's scribes

to be sent for, and to write to the nations on the Jews'

behalf, and to his lieutenants and governors, that were
over his hundred and twenty-seven satrapies from India to

Ethiopia. Now the contents of his letter were as follows.

" The great king Artaxerxes sendeth greeting to our rulers,'

and to those that are our faithful subjects. Many men
there are, who, on account of the greatness of the benefits

bestowed on them, and because of the honour which they

have obtained from the wonderfully kind treatment of

those that bestowed it, act not only outrageously to their

inferiors, but do not scruple to do evil to those that have

been their benefactors, as if they would take away grati-

tude from men, and from their want of tact turn their abun-

dant and unexpected blessings against the authors of them,

and suppose they shall lie concealed from God in that case,

and escape the vengeance which comes from him. Some
of these men, when they have the management of affairs

' The true reason why king Artaxerxes did not revoke his former

barbarous decree for the universal slaughter of the Jews, but only

empowered the Jews to fight for their lives, and to kill their enemies

if they attempted their destruction, seems to have been that old law

of the Medcs and Persians, not yet laid aside, that whatever decree was

signed both by the king and his lords, 'could not be changed,' but

remained unalterable, Daniel vi. 7-17, Esther i. 19, and viii. 9. And
Haman having engrossed the royal favour might perhaps have himself

signed this decree for the Jews' slaughter instead of the ancient lords,

and so might have rendered it by their rules irrevocable.—W.
II. U
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committed to them, by their friends, and hear private

malice of their own against some others, deceive and per-

suade those that are in power to be angry at such as

have done them no harm, by laying false accusations and
calumnies, till they are in danger of perishing. Nor is this

state of things only to be discovered by ancient examples,

or such as we have learned by report only, but by some

examples of such impudent attempts under our own eyes,

so that it is not fit to attend henceforth to calumnies and

accusations, nor to the persuasions of others, but to judge

of actions by one's own knowledge, and to punish what

justly deserves it, and to grant favours to such as are

innocent. Haman, the son of Amadatha, an Amalekite by

race and alien from the blood of the Persians, is a good

example of what I mean, for though he was hospitably

entertained by us, and partook of that kindness which we
bear to all men to so great a degree as to be eventually

called my father, and to be all along prostrated to, and to

have honour paid him by all next to the royal honour

due to ourselves, he could not bear his good fortune, nor

wisely and soberly turn to good account the magnitude of

his prosperity, nay, he even made a conspiracy against

my kingdom and life, (though I gave him his authority,)

by endeavouring to take ofi Mordecai, my benefactor and
saviour, and by basely and treacherously asking to have

Esther, the partner of my life and dominions, brought to

destruction ; for he wished by this means to deprive me
of my faithful friends,' and to transfer the kingdom to

others. But since I find that these Jews, who were

devoted by this cursed fellow to destruction, are not

wicked men, but conduct their lives in the best manner,

and are men devoted to the worship of that G-od who
has preserved the kingdom to me and my ancestors, I

do not only free them from the punishment which the

' These words give an intimation as if Artaxerxes suspected a deeper

design in Haman than openly appeared, viz. That knowing the Jews
would not be faithful to him, and that he could never transfer the crown to

his own family, who was an Agagite, Esth. iii. 1-10, or of the posterity

of Agag, the old king of the Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv. 8-33, while they

were alive, and spread over all his dominions, he therefore endeavoured

to destroy them.—W.
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former letter, which was sent by Haman, ordered to be in-

flicted on them, (to which if you do not attend you will do
well,) but I also will that they have all honour paid to them.
And I have hanged up the man that contrived such things
against them with his family before the gates in Susa, that
punishment being sent upon him by God who seeth all

things. And I charge you to publicly set up a copy of this

letter throughout all my kingdom, that the Jews may be
permitted peaceably to use their own laws, and that you
assist them, that, at the very season wherein their miserywas
to begin, theymay defend themselves the very same dayfrom
unjust violence, namely on the thirteenth day of the twelfth

month, which is Adar, for God has made that day a day
of salvation to them instead of a day of destruction. And
may it be a good day to those that wish us well, and a me-
morial of the punishment of the conspirators against us

!

And I will that you take notice, that every city, and every

nation, that shall disobey anything that is contained in

this letter, shall be destroyed by fire and sword. And let

this letter be published throughout all the country that

is under our rule, and let all the Jews by all means be

ready against the day before-mentioned, that they may
avenge themselves upon their enemies."

§ 13. Then the horsemen who carried these instructions

went the ways which they were to go with speed. But as

for Mordecai, as soon as he had put on the royal gar-

ment and the crown of gold, and had put the chain about

his neck, he appeared in public, and when the Jews who
were at Susa saw him in so great honour with the king,

thev thought his good fortune was common to themselves

also. And joy and the light of salvation came upon the

Jews both in the cities and provinces upon the publication

of the king's letter, so that many even of other nations

circumcised their foreskins for fear of the Jews, that they

might procure safety to themselves thereby. For on the

thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which according to

the Hebrews is called Adar, but according to the Mace-

donians Dystrus, those that carried the king's letter gave

them notice, that on the very day whereon their danger

was to have been, they should destroy their enemies. And
now the rulers of the satrapies, and tyrants and kings and
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scribes, held the Jews in esteem, for the fear they were
in of Mordecai forced them to act with discretion. Now
when the royal decree had spread over all the country that

was subject to the king, it so fell out that the Jews at

Susa slew about five hundred of their enemies. And when
the king had told Esther the number of those that were
slain in that city, but did not know what had been done in

the provinces, and asked her whether she would have any
thing done further against them, for if so it should be done
accordingly : she begged that the Jews might be permitted

to treat their remaining enemies in the same manner the

next day, as also that they might hang the ten sons of

Haman upon the gallows. And the king ordered the Jews
to do so, being desirous not to oppose Esther. So they

banded themselves together again on the fourteenth day
of the month Dystrus, and slew about three hundred of

their enemies, but touched nothing of their possessions.

Now seventy-five thousand of their enemies were slain by
the Jews that were in the provinces and in the other

cities, and these were slain on the thirteenth day of the
month, and the next day they kept as a festival. Simi-
larly the Jews that were in Susa gathered themselves
together, and feasted on the fourteenth and fifteenth days
of the same month. Hence even now all the Jews all over
the world keep festival these days, and send portions to

one another. Mordecai also wrote to those Jews that
lived in the kingdom of Artaxerxes to observe these days,

and celebrate them as festivals, and hand them down to

posterity, that this festival might continue for all time to

come, and that it might never be buried in oblivion, for
since they were about to be destroyed in those days by
Haman, they would do right, as they had escaped the
danger in them, and inflicted punishment on their enemies,
to observe those days, and give thanks to God on them.
For this cause the Jews still keep the forementioned days,
and call them days of Phrurim [or Purim] . And Mordecai
became a great and illustrious person with the king, and
assisted him in the government, and also enjoyed the
company of the queen : so that the affairs of the Jews
were by their means better than they could ever have
hoped for. And this was the state of the Jews during the
reign of Artaxerxes.
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CHAP. vn.

How John slew his Brother Jesus in the Temple ; and hovj

Bagoses offered many Injuries to the Jews ; also what
Sanballat did.

§1.
^^/"HEN EliasMb the high priest was dead, his son Judas
» » succeeded him in the high priesthood: and when

he also was dead, his son John took that dignity ; on
whose account it was that Bagoses, the general of another
Artaxerxes's army, polluted the temple, and imposed tri-

bute on the Jews, that out of the public stock, before they
offered the daily sacrifices, they shotdd pay for every lamb
fifty shekels. The reason of this was as follows. Jesus
was the brother of John, and was a friend of Bagoses,
who had promised to procure him. the high priesthood.

Eelying on his support, Jesus quarrelled with John in

the temple, and so provoked his brother, that in his anger
he slew him. Now it was a horrible thing for John, when
he was high priest, to perpetrate so great a crime ; and so

much the more horrible, that there never was so cruel and
impious a thing done either by the Grreeks or barbarians.

However, God did not neglect its punishment, for the

people were on that very account enslaved and the temple
polluted by the Persians. Por when Bagoses, the general

of Artaxerxes's army, knew that John, the high priest of

the Jews, had slain his own brother Jesus in the temple,

he came upon the Jews immediately, and began in anger to

say to them, " Have you dared to perpetrate a murder
in your temple ? " And as he was about to go into

the temple, they tried to prevent his doing so ; but he

said to them, " Am not I purer than he that committed
m.urder in the temple ? " And when he had said these

words, he went into the temple. Bagoses seized upon
this pretext, and punished the Jews seven years for the

murder of Jesus.

§ 2. Now when John departed this life, his son Jaddus
succeeded him in the high priesthood. He had a brother

whose name was Manasseh. Now there was one Sanballat,
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who was sent into Samaria as satrap by Darius, the

last king of Persia. He was a Cuthsean by race, of the

same stock as the Samaritans. This man knew that the

city of Jerusalem was a famous city, and that their kings

had given a great deal of trouble to the Assyrians and to the
people of Coele-Syria, so he willingly gave his daughter,

whose name was Nicaso, in marriage to Manasseh, thinking

this alliance by marriage would be a pledge and security

that the nation of the Jews would continue their good-will

to him.

CHAP. VIII.

Concerning Sanhallat and Manasseh, and the Temple which
they built on Mount Gerizim ; as also how Alexander
made Ms Entry into the City of Jerusalem, and ivhat

Benefits he hestoived on the Jews.

§1-

ABOUT this time it was that Philip, king of Macedon,
was treacherously assaulted and slain at Aegae ' by

Pausanias, the son of Cerastes, who was descended from the
family of the Orestae. And his son Alexander succeeded
him in the kingdom, and crossed over the Hellespont, and
overcame the generals of Darius' s army in a battle fought
at the Granicus," and marched into Lydia,^ and subdued
Ionia,* and overran Caria,' and attacked the region of
Pamphylia,° as has been related elsewhere.

§ 2. Now the elders of Jerusalem, being very indignant
that the brother of Jaddus the high priest, as he was married
to a foreigner, should be a partnerwithhim in the high priest-

hood, formed a party against him ; for they esteemed hismar-
riage an encouragement to such as should be desirous of

' The ancient capital of Macedonia, now J'odena.

^ The Koja Chai, which falls into the Sea of Marmora near the Dar-
danelles.

' In the western part of Asia Minor ; its capital was Sardis.
* The district of Asia Minor inhabitated by Ionian Greeks; it lay ore

the west coast, between Phocasa and Miletus.
^ A country in the south-west angle of Asia Minor.
' A country on the south coast of Asia Minor, on the gulf of Adalia.
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transgressing by marrying strange wives, and thouglit this

would be the beginning of intercourse with foreigners, al-

though the offence of some about marriages, and their hav-

ing married wives that were not of their own country, had
been the cause of their former captivity, and of the miseries

they then underwent. So they commanded Manasseh to

divorce his wife, or not to approach the altar, the high

priest himself joining with the people in their indignation

against his brother, and excluding him from the altar.

Whereupon Manasseh went to his father-in-law Sanballat,

and told him, although he loved his daughter Nicaso,

yet he was not willing to be deprived of his sacerdotal dig-

nity on her account, for it was the principal dignity in their

nation, and always continued in the same family. Then
Sanballat promised not only to preserve to him his priest-

hood, but to procure for him the power and dignity of

high priest, and to make him governor of all the places he

himself now ruled over, if he would retain his daughter

as his wife. He also said further, that he would build

a temple like that at Jerusalem upon Mount Gerizim,^

which is the highest of aU the mountains in Samaria,

and he promised that he would do this with the appro-

bation of Darius the king. Manasseh was elated by

these promises, and stayed with Sanballat, supposing that

he should get the high priesthood from Darius, for it

happened that Sanballat was already in years. But there

was now a great disturbance among the people of Jerusa-

lem, because many of the priests and Levites were en-

tangled in such marriages. For they all revolted to

Manasseh, and Sanballat afforded them money, and

divided among them land for tillage, and gave them habi-

tations also, in order in every way to gratify his son-in-law.

§ 3. About this time it was that Darius heard that

Alexander had passed over the Hellespont, and had beaten

his satraps in the battle of the Granicus, and was proceed-

ing further ; whereupon he gathered together an army of

horse and foot, and detennuied that he would meet the

1 Now Jehel et-T&r, south of Ndblus. Josephus is in error in suppos-

ing it to be the highest mountain in Samaria, for it is lower than Eba).

For a description of the ruins on its summit see the " Quarterly State-

ments of the Palestine Exploration Fund for 1873," p. 66.
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Macedonians before they should inyade and conquer all

Asia. So he crossed over the river Euphrates, and
marched over Taurus the Cilician mountain,' and waited

for the enemy at Issus ° in Cilicia, intending there to give

him battle. And Sanballat was glad that Darius was
come down, and told Manasseh that he would at once per-

form his promises to him, directly Darius should come
back, after he had beaten his enemies; for not he only,

but all those that were in Asia also, were persuaded

that the Macedonians would not so much as come to a

battle with the Persians, on account of their numerous
host. But the event proved other than they expected, for

Darius joined battle with the Macedonians, and was
beaten, and lost a great part of his army. His mother
also, and his wife and childi-en, were taken captive, and he

fled into Persia. Then Alexander came into Syria, and took

Damascus, and when he had become master of Sidon, he
besieged Tyre, and sent a letter to the Jewish high priest,

bidding him send him some auxiliaries, and supply his

army with provisions ; and henceforth to pay to him the tri-

bute hehadformerlypaidto Darius,and to choose the friend-

ship of the Macedonians, for he should never repent of so

doing. But the high priest answered the letter-carriers

that he had given his oath to Darius not to bear arms
against him, and said he would not break his word while

Darius was in the land of the living. Upon hearing this

answer Alexander was very angry, and though he deter-

mined not to leave Tyre, which was just on the eve of being
taken, yet he threatened that, as soon as he had taken it,

he would make an expedition against the Jewish high
priest, and through him teach all men to whom they must
keep their oaths. So he energetically pushed on the siege

and took Tyre, and settled its affairs, and marched to the

city of Gaza," and besieged both the city and commander of

the garrison, whose name was Babemeses.

§ 4. And Sanballat thought he had now got a good

' Darius crossed the Amanus Mountains, now the Giaour Dagh, east
of the gulf of Scanderun, and not the Taurus Mountains.

^ On the plain north of Alexandretta, at the northeast corner of the
Mediterranean.

^ Ghuzzeh.
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opportunity for his plan, so he renounced Darius, and
taking with him seven thousand of his subjects, weut to

Alexander, and finding him beginning the siege of Tyre,
told him that he would deliver up to him those places

that were in his power, and gladly accept him as his

lord instead of king Darius. And when Alexander had
l-eceived him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage and
spoke to him about his plans. He told him that he had a
son-in-law Manasseh, who was brother to the high priest

Jaddus, and that there were many others of his own
nation now with him that were desirous to have a temple
in the region that was under him ; and that it would
be for the king's advantage to have the strength of the

Jews divided into two, lest, if the nation was of one
mind and united, upon any revolutionary attempt it

should prove troublesome to liim, as it had formerly

proved to the kings of Assyria. Thereupon Alexander
gave Sanballat leave to do so, and he used the utmost dili-

gence, and built the temple, and made Manasseh the priest,

and deemed it a very great honour that his daughter's

children should have that dignity. But when the seven

months of the siege of Tyre were over, and the two of the

siege of Graza, Sanballat died, and Alexander, when he had
taken Gaza, made haste to go up to Jerusalem. And Jaddus

the high priest, when he heard that, was in an agony and
dread, not knowing how he should meet the Macedonians,

since the king was displeased at his previous contumacy.

He therefore ordered the people to make supplications,

and to join him in offering sacrifice to G-od, whom he be-

sought to protect and deliver the nation from the perils

that were coming upon them. Thereupon G-od warned
him in a dream, as he was asleep after he had ofEered

sacrifice, to take courage, and adorn the city, and open the

gates ; that the rest were to appear in white garments, but

that he and the priests were to meet the king in the gar-

ments proper to their order, without dread of any evil

consequences, which the providence of God would prevent.

Upon this, when he rose from his sleep, he greatly re-

joiced ; and declared to all the warning he had received

from God, and acted entirely according to his dream, and

waited for the coming of the king.
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§ 5. And when he heard that the king was not far

from the city, he went out in procession, with the priests

and mass of the citizens. The procession was impos-

ing, and the manner of it different from that of other

nations. It reached a place called Sapha,^ which word,

translated into Greek, signifies a prospect, for you have
thence a prospect both of Jerusalem and of the temple.

ifTow when the Phoenicians and Chaldasans that followed

the king thought they should have liberty to plunder

the city, and torture the high priest to death, which
the king's displeasure made probable, the very reverse

of this happened. For Alexander, when he saw the

multitude at a distance in white garments, while the

priests stood clothed in their fine linen, and the high

priest in purple and gold robes, with his mitre on his

head, and the golden plate in it whereon the name of

God was engraved, he approached by himself, and adored

that Name, and first saluted the high priest. The Jews
also with one voice saluted Alexander, and surrounded
him, whereupon the kings of Syria and the rest were
astonished at what Alexander had done, and supposed
him disordered in mind. However, Parmenio alone

went up to him, and asked him, " How it came to pass,

that when all others adored him, he should adore the

high priest of the Jews ? " To whom he replied, " I did
not adore him, but that God who has honoured him
with the high priesthood. For I saw this very person in

a dream in these very robes, when I was at Dium^ in

Macedonia, who, when I was considering with myself how
I might obtain the dominion of Asia, exhorted me to

make no delay, but boldly to cross over, for he would con-

duct my army, and would give me the dominion over the
Persians. And so having seen no other in such robes, and
now seeing this person in them, and remembering that

vision, and the exhortation which I had in my dream, I
believe that I bring this army under the divine conduct,

and shall conquer Darius, and destroy the power of the

' The ' Scopes' of Jewish War, ii. 19, § 4, 7, and v. 2, § 3. It was
on the north road, on the brow of the hill overlooking Jerusalem, and
seven furlongs from the city walls.

'' Near the village of Malathria.
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Persians, and that all things will succeed according to.

what is in my mind." When he had said this to Par-
menio, and had given the high priest his right hand,
the priests ran along by him, and he entered the city.

And when he went up into the temple, he offered sacrifice

to Grod according to the high priest's direction, and hand-
somely treated both the high priest and the priests. And
when the book of Daniel was shown him,^ wherein Daniel
declared that one of the Greeks should destroy the empire
of the Persians, he supposed that he was the person
meant, and full of joy dismissed the multitude for
the present, but the next day called them to him, and
bade them ask what favours they pleased of him.
Thereupon the high priest begged that they might enjoy
the laws of their forefathers, and might pay no tribute

every seventh year, and he granted all they desired.

And when they entreated him that he would permit the
Jews in Babylon and Media to enjoy their own laws also,

he willingly promised to do what they asked. And when
he said to the people that if any of them would enlist

in his army, on condition that they should continue in the

laws of their forefathers, and live according to them, he
was willing to take them with him, many engaged in liis

service.

§ 6. When Alexander had thus settled matters at Jeru-

salem, he led his army to the neighbouring cities. And as

all the people to whom he went received him with great

kindness, the Samaritans, who had then Shechem^ for their

metropolis (a city situate near Mount G-erizim, and in-

habited by apostates of the Jewish nation), seeing that

Alexander had so greatly honoured the Jews, determined

to profess themselves Jews. For such is the disposition,

of the Samaritans, as I have already elsewhere stated, that

when the Jews are in adversity they deny that they are

akin to them, confessing then the truth ; but when they

perceive that some good fortune has befallen them, they

immediately pretend to be related to them, saying that

' The place showed Alexander might be Dan. vii. 6, viii. 3-8, 20, 21,

22, xi. 3, some or all of tliem very plain predictions of Alexander's con-

(juests and successors.—W.
2 Mbkts.
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thej belong to them, and trace their genealogy from the

posterity of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh. Accord-
ingly, they met the king with splendour, and exhibited

great zeal for his person, at a little distance from Jerusa-

lem. And when Alexander had commended them, the

Shechemites approached him, having with them the troops

that SanbaUat had offered to send him, and they desired

that he would come to their city and do honour to their

temple also. And he promised that when he returned he
would come to them. And when they petitioned that he
would remit their tribute every seventh year, because they
did not sow therein, he asked who they were that made such
a, petition. And when they said that they were Hebrews,
but had the name of Sidonians living at Shechem, he
asked them again, whether they were Jews ; and when
they said they were not Jews, " It was to the Jews," said

he, " that I granted that privilege ; however, when I

return, and am more thoroughly informed by you of this

matter, I will do what I shall think proper." And in

this manner he took leave of the Shechemites : but ordered
that the troops of SanbaUat should follow him into

Egypt, because he designed to give them lands there which
he did a little after in the Tliebaid,^ having ordered them to

garrison that country.

§ 7. Now when Alexander was dead, his dominions were
divided among his successors, but the temple upon Mount
G-erizim remained. And if any one were accused by those
at Jerusalem of having eaten things common, or of

having broken the Sabbath, or of any other offence of the
like nature, he fled away to the Shechemites, and said that
he was accused unjustly. About this time Jaddus the
high priest died, and Ouias his son succeeded him in the
high priesthood. This was the state of the affairs of the
people of Jerusalem at this time.

' The Thebaid on the Nile, ia the vicinity of Luxor.
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BOOK XII.

CONTAINING THE INTEKTAL OP A HtTNDBED AND SEVENTT
TEAES. FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER THE GREAT
TO THE DEATH OF JUDAS MACCABEUS.

CHAP. I.

How Ptolemy, the Son of Lagus, took Jerusalem and Judcea
hy Deceit and Treachery, and carried many of the Jews
thence and planted them in Egypt.

§1-

NOW, when Alexander, king of Maeedon, had put an
end to the dominion of the Persians, and had settled

affairs in Judaea in the forementioned manner, he ended
his life. And as his empire fell to many, Antigonns
obtained Asia, Seleucus had Babylon and the other nations
in that neighbourhood, Lysimachus got the Hellespont,

and Cassander had Macedonia, and Ptolemy the son of

Lagus got Egypt. And as these princes ambitiously
strove one against another, every one for his own. princi-

pality, it came to pass that there were continual and long
wars, and the cities were sufferers, and lost a great many
of their inhabitants in those times of distress, insomuch
that all Syria through Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, under-
went the reverse of that appellation of Saviour ' which he-

then had. He also seized upon Jerusalem through de-

ceit and treachery : for as he entered the city on a
sabbath-day, as if he would offer sacrifice, he took the

city without any trouble, as the Jews did not oppose him,

for they did not suspect him to be their enemy, and they

spent that day always in rest and quietness, and when he had
made himself master of it, he ruled over it in a cruel

manner. And Agatharchides of Cnidos," the historian of the-

' Ptolemy Soter.
" Now Cape Krio, at the soutli-wcst corner of Asia Minor.
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acts of Alexander's successors, reproaches us with super-

stition, as if we had by it lost our liberty, for his words
are as follows. " There is a nation called the nation of

the Jews, who inhabit a strong and great city, called Jeru-

salem, and allowed it to come into the hands of Ptolemy,

being unwilling to take up arms, and so submitted to

be imder a hard master, because of their unseasonable

superstition." This is what Agatharchides relates of our

nation. But when Ptolemy had taken a great many cap-

tives, both from the mountainous parts of Judsea, and
from the places about Jerusalem, and Samaria, and Mount
Gerizim, he led them all into Egypt, and settled them
there. And as he knew that the people of Jerusalem were

most faithful in the observance of oaths and covenants,

from the answer they made to Alexander when he sent an
embassage to them after he had beaten Darius in battle,

he distributed many of them into garrisons, and at

Alexandria gave them equal privileges as citizens with the

Macedonians themselves, and required of them to take

oaths that they would keep fidelity to the posterity of him
who committed those places to their care. And not a few
other Jews went into Egypt of their own accord, attracted

by the goodness of the soil and the liberality of Ptolemy.
However, there were dissensions between their posterity

and the Samaritans, on account of their determination to

preserve that conduct of life which was delivered to them
by their forefathers, and this was their contention ; those

of Jerusalem said that their temple was holy, and resolved

to send their sacrifices there ; but the Samaritans were re-

-solved that they should be sent to Mount Gerizim.



CHAP. II.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 303

CHAP. II.

How Ptolemy PMladelplms caused the Laws of the Jews to he

translated into the Gh-eek Tongue ; and set many Captives

free ; and dedicated many Gifts to God.

§.!WHEN Alexander had reigned twelve years, and after

him Ptolemy Soter forty years, Ptolemy Philadel-

phus next had the kingdom of Egypt, and held it forty

years save one. He caused the Jewish law to be inter-

preted, and set free a hundred and twenty thousand natives

of Jerusalem who were in slavery in Egypt. The reason

was as follows. Demetrius Phalereus, who was librarian

to the king, was endeavouring, if it were possible, to collect

all the books that were in the world, and to buy up what-
ever was anywhere valuable or agreeable, for he rivalled

the king's inclination (who was very earnestly set upon
collecting books). And when Ptolemy once asked him,
How many myriads of books he had already collected ? he
replied that he had already about two hundred thousand
books, but that, in a little time, he should have five hun-
dred thousand. He also said that he had been informed
that there were many books of laws among the Jews, worth
inquiring after and worthy of the king's library, but which,

being written in characters and in a dialect of their own,
would cause no small trouble to get translated into the

Greek tongue ; for the character in which they were written

seemed to be like that which was the proper character of

the Syrians, and its sound, when pronounced, was like

theirs also, and this sound appeared to be peculiar to

them. So he said nothing hindered their getting those

books translated also, for as nothing was wanting that

was necessary for that purpose, they might have their

books also in the library. So the king thought that Deme-
trius was very zealous to procure him abundance of books,

and that he suggested what was exceeding proper, and he

wrote to the Jewish high priest that this was to be done.

§ 2. Now there was one Ai-istseus, who was among the
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Icing's most intimate friends, and on account of his modera-
tion very acceptable to him. This Aristseus had resolved

frequently before now to petition the king that he would set

all the captive Jews in his kingdom free ; and he thought
this a convenient opportunity for the making that petition.

So he talked first with the captains of the king's body-

guards, Sosibius of Tarentum ' and Andreas, and besought

them, to assist him in what he was going to intercede with

the king for. And Aristseus, having received their assent,

went to the king, and made the following speech to him :

" It is not right, king, to allow ourselves to be deceived,

but to lay the truth open. For since we have determined

not only to get the laws of the Jews transcribed, but in-

terpreted also, for thy satisfaction, by what means can

we do this, while so many of the Jews are now slaves in

thy kingdom? Do then what wiU be agreeable to thy

magnanimity and good nature; free them from the

miserable condition they are in, for that God, who sup-

porteth thy kingdom, was the author of their laws, as I

have learned by particular inquiry ; for both these people,

and we also, worship the same Grod, the framer of all things.

We call him, and that truly, by the name of Zeus,^ because

he breathes life into all men. Wherefore do thou restore

these men to their country for the honour of God, because
they pay peculiarly excellent worship to him. And know
this further, that though I be not akin to them by race,

nor one of the same country with them, yet do I desire

these favours to be done them, since all men are the work-
manship of God ; and I am sensible that he is well pleased

with those that do good. I therefore put up this petition

to thee, to do good to them."

§ 3. When Aristseus had said this, the king looked upon
him with a cheerful and joyful countenance, and said,

" How many ten thousands dost thou suppose there are of
such as are to be made free ? " To which Andreas, who
stood by, replied, and said, " A few more than ten times
ten thousand." The king made answer, " And is this a,

small gift that thou askest, Aristseus ? " But Sosibius, and
the rest that stood by, said, that he ought to offer such a

' Now Taranto, in Southern Italy.
^ Deriving Ztig from J^v, to live.
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thank-offering, as was worthy of his greatness of soul, to
that God who had given him his kingdom. With this
answer he was much pleased, and gave order, that when
they paid the soldiers their wages, they should lay down
twenty drachmae for every one of the slaves. And he
promised to publish a magmficent decree, ahout what they
requested, which should confirm what Aristaeus had pro-
posed, and especially what God willed should be done

;

whereby he said he would not only set those free who had
been led away captive by his father and his army, but those
who were in his kingdom before, and those also, if any
such there were, who had been brought away since. And
when they said that their redemption money would amount
to over four hundred talents, he granted it. A copy of this

this decree I have determined to preserve, that the mag-
nanimity of this king might be made known. Its contents
were as follows. " Let all those who were soldiers under
our father, and who, when they overran Syria and Phoenicia,

and laid waste Judaea, took the Jews captives, and made
them slaves, and brought them into our cities and into our
country, and then sold them, set them free, as also all those

that were in my kingdom before them, and if there be any
that have been lately brought thither, let their owners re-

ceive twenty drachmae for every slave ; and let the soldiers

receive this redemption money with their pay, but the rest

out of the king's treasury. For I suppose that they were

made captives without our father's consent and against

equity, and that their country was harassed by the licence

of our soldiers, who, by removing them into Egypt, made
a great profit out of them. Out of regard therefore to

justice, and out of pity to those that have been oppressed

contrary to equity, I enjoin those that have Jews in their

service to set them at liberty upon receipt of the before-

mentioned sum, and that no one use any deceit about them,

but obey what is here commanded. And I will that they

give in their names, within three days after the publication

of this edict, to such as are appointed to carry it out, and
produce the slaves before them also, for I think this will be

for the advantage of my affairs. And let every one that

will inform against those that do not obey this decree, and

I will that their estates be confiscated to the king's trea-
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sury." When this decree was read to the king, it at first

contained all else that is here inserted, but only omitted

those Jews that had been brought into captivity formerly

and afterwards, who had not been distinctly mentioned, so

that he himself added these clauses out of his humanity
and great generosity. He also gave order that the pay-

ment, which was to take place all at once, should be divided

among the king's ministers and the officers of his treasury.

WTien this was done, what the king had decreed was quickly

brought to a conclusion in no more than seven days' time,

the number of talents paid for the captives being above four

hundred and sixty, and that because their masters required

the twenty drachmae for the children also, the king having
in effect commanded that these should be paid for, when
he said in his decree that they should receive the fore-

mentioned sum for every slave.

§ 4. Now when this had been done in so magnificent a

manner according to the king's will, the king ordered

Demetrius to give him in writing his sentiments concerning

the transcribing of the Jewish books ; for nothing is done
rashly by these kings, but all things are managed with great

circumspection. So I have subjoined a copy of these letters,

and set down the number of the vessels sent as gifts [to

Jerusalem], and the construction of every one, that the

carefulness of the artificer's workmanship, as it appeared
to those that saw it, and which workman made every vessel,

might be made manifest, and that on account of the excel-

lency of the vessels themselves. Now the copy of the

letter runs as follows. " Demetrius to the great king.

As thou, O king, gavest me a charge concerning the collec-

tion of books that were still wanting to fill thy library,

and concerning the care that ought to be taken about such
as are imperfect, I have used the utmost diligence about
those matters ; and I inform thee that we want the books
of the Jewish legislation, with some others. For they are
written in the Hebrew characters, and being in the language
of that nation are to us unintelligible. It has also happened
to them, that they have been transcribed more carelessly

than they ought to have been, because they have not
hitherto had royal care taken about them. Now it is neces-
sary that thou shouldest have accurate copies of them.
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And indeed this legislation is full of wisdom and pure as
proceeding from Grod. That is why, as Hecatseus of Abdera

'

says, the poets and historians make no mention of it, nor
of those men who lead their lives according to it, since it

is a holy law, and not to be published by profane mouths.
If then it please thee, O long, thou wilt write to the high
priest of the Jews, to send six of the elders out of every
tribe who are most skilful in the understanding of the
laws, that by them we may learn the clear and harmonious
sense of these books ; and may obtain an accurate interpre-
tation of their contents, and so may have such a collection

of them as may be worthy of thy desire."

§ 5. When this letter was sent to the king, he com-
manded that a letter should be written to Bleazar, the
high priest of the Jews, concerning these matters, and that
they should inform him at the same time of the release of
the Jews that had been in slavery among them. He also

sent fifty talents of gold for . the making of large basons
vials and cups, and an immense quantity of precious
stones. He also gave orders to those who had the custody
of the chests that contained these stones, to give the arti-

ficers leave to choose out what sorts of them they pleased.

He also ordered that a hundred talents in money should
be sent to the temple for the sacrifices and for other uses.

Now I will give a description of these vessels, and the
manner of their construction, but not tiU after I have tran-

scribed a copy of the letter which was written to Eleazar the

high priest, who had obtained that dignity on the following

account. When Onias the high priest was dead, his son
Simon became his successor, who was called the Just, both
because of his piety towards God, and his kind disposition

to those of his own nation. When he died, and left only
an infant son who was called Onias, Simon's brother
Eleazar, of whom we are speaking, took the high priest-

hood ; and he it was to whom Ptolemy wrote as follows.

"King Ptolemy to Eleazar the high priest greeting. There
are many Jews who now dwell in my kingdom, whom the

Persians, when they were in power, carried away captive.

These were honoured by my father; some of them he placed

' A town on the southern coast of Thrace.
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in the army, and gave them greater pay than usual ; to
others of them, who went with him into Egypt, he com-
mitted his garrisons and the guard of them, that they
might be a terror to the Egyptians. And when I had
succeeded to the kingdom, I treated all men with humanity,
and especially those that are thy feUow-citizens, of whom
I have set free above a hundred thousand that were slaves,

and paid the price of their redemption to their masters
out of my own revenues ; and I have admitted those that
are of a fit age into the number of my soldiers. And
such as are capable of being faithful to me, and fit for my
court, I have put in such a post, thinking this to be a very-

great and acceptable gift wliich I devote to G-od for his

providence over me. And as I am desirous to do what
will be gratifying to them and all the other Jews in the
world, I have determined to procure an interpretation of
your law, and to have it translated out of Hebrew intO'

G-reek, and put in my library. Thou wilt therefore do well
to choose out and send to me six men of good character
out of every tribe, who are now advanced in age. These by
their age wiU be skilful in the laws, and able to make
accurate interpretation of them : and when this shall be
finished, I think that I shall have done a glorious work.
And I have sent to thee Andreas, the captain of my body-
guard, and Aristseus, men whom I hold in very great
esteem, to discuss these matters with thee, by whom also
I have sent those first-fruits which I have dedicated to the
temple, and to the sacrifices, and to other uses, to the value
of a hundred talents. And if thou wilt let us know what
thou wouldst have further, thou wilt do a thing acceptable
to me."

§ 6. When this letter of the king was brought to Eleazar,
he wrote an answer to it with all the eagerness possible.
" Eleazar the high priest to king Ptolemy greeting. If
thou and thy queen Arsinoe, and thy children, be well, it

is well with us. When we received thy letter, we greatly
rejoiced at thy intentions : and when the multitude were
gathered together, we read it to them, and thereby made
them sensible of the piety thou hast towards Grod. We
also showed them the twenty vials of gold which thou
didst send, and thirty of silver, and the five large basons.
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and the table for the show-bread ; as also the hundred
talents for the sacrifices, and for making whatever shall be
needful for the temple. These things Andreas and Aristseus,

those most honoured friends of thine, hare brought us :

and truly they are persons of an excellent character, and
of great learning, and worthy of thy virtue. Know, then,

that we will gratify thee in this matter for thy advantage,
though we do what is unusual, for we ought to make a
return for the numerous acts of kindness which thou hast

done to our countrymen. We immediately, therefore, offered

sacrifices for thee and thy sister,' thy children and friends

;

and the people offered up prayers that thy affairs might be
to thy mind, and that thy kingdom might be preserved in

peace, and that the translation of our law might come to

the conclusion thou desirest, and be for thy advantage.

We have also chosen six elders out of every tribe, whom
we have sent, and the law with them. It will be only like

thy piety and justice, to return the law when it has been
translated, and to send back those to us in safety that

bring it. Farewell."

§ 7. This was the reply which the high priest made.
But it does not seem to me to be necessary to transcribe

the names of the seventy elders who were sent by
Eleazar, and carried the law. Their names were set down
at the end of the letter. However, I think it not im-

proper to give an account of those very valuable and
artistic presents which the king sent to God, that all may
see how great a regard the king had for Grod. Tor the king

allowed vast sums for them, and often visited the work-

men, and viewed their works, and suffered no carelessness

or negligence to damage their operations. And I will re-

late how magnificent all were as well as I am able, although

perhaps the nature of this history does not require such a

description, but I imagine I shall thereby recommend the

elegant taste and generosity of this kmg to those that

read this history.

§ 8. And first I will describe what belongs to the table.

It was indeed in the king's mind to make this table vastly

large in its dimensions; but he gave orders that they

' Arsinoe was both sister and wife of Ptolemy Philadelphus.
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should learn what was the size of the table which was
already at Jerusalem, and whether it were possible to make
one larger than it. And when he was informed how large
that was which was already there, and that nothing hin-
dered but a larger might be made, he said he was willing-

to have one made that should be five times as large as the
present table, but his fear was that it might be useless in
their sacred ministrations, if it were too large, for he de-

sired that the gifts he presented them should not only be
for show, but should be useful also in their sacred minis-
trations. Inferring therefore that the former table was
made of so moderate a size for use, and not for want of
gold, he resolved that he would not exceed the former
table in size, but would make it exceed it in the variety and
beauty of its materials. And as he was quick in ob-
serving the nature of all things, and in having a just

notion of what was new and surprising, where there were
no delineations, he would invent such as were proper by
his own skill, and would show them to the workmen, and
command that such should be made, and that those which
were delineated should be most accurately copied with a
constant regard to their delineation.

§ 9. When therefore the workmen had undertaken to
make the table, they fashioned it in length two cubits and
a half, in breadth one cubit, and in height one cubit and a
half, and the entire structure was of gold. They also
made a crown of a handbreadth round it, with wave-work
wreathed about it, and with carving which imitated a cord,
and was admirably turned on its three parts ; for as they
were of a triangular figure, every angle had the same out-
line, so that when you turned them about, there was the
very same form without any variation. Now that part of
the crown-work that was enclosed under the table was very
beautifully carved, but that part which went round on the
outside was more elaborately adorned with most beautiful
ornaments, because it was exposed to sight and view. And
so it was that both those sides which were above the rest
were acute, and none of the angles, which I before said
there were, appeared less than another, when the table was.
turned about. Now into the cord-work thus turned pre-
cious stones were inserted in rows parallel one to the other.



CHAP. II.j ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 311

enclosed in golden buttons which had holes in them ; but
the parts which were on the side of the crown, and were
exposed to sight, were adorned with a row of oval figures

obliquely placed, of the most excellent sort of precious

stones, which imitated rods laid close, and ran round the

table. And under these oval figures thus engraven the

workmen had put a crown all round, where the nature of

all sorts of fruit was represented, insomuch that bunches
of grapes hung, and com and pomegranates were also re-

presented. And when they had made the stones to repre-

sent all the kinds of fruit before mentioned, each with its

proper colour, they made them fast with gold round the

whole table. The Uke disposition of the oval figures, and
of the engraved rods, was made under the crown, that the

table might on each side show the same appearance of

variety and elegance in its ornaments, so that neither the

position of the wave-work nor of the crown might be

different, although the table were turned on the other side,

but that the appearance of the same artificial contrivances

might reach as far as the feet. For they made a plate of

gold four fingers broad along the entire breadth of the

table, into which they inserted the feet, and then fastened

them to the table by buttons and button-holes, at the place

where the crown was situate, that so, whatever side the

table stood, it might exhibit the very same view of the ex-

quisite workmanship, and of the vast expense bestowed

upon it. And upon the table itself they engraved a
mseander, inserting very valuable stones in the middle of

it, like stars of various colours, as the carbuncle and the

emerald, each of which sent out most agreeable rays of

light to the spectators, and such stones of other sorts also

as were most curious and best esteemed, as being most

precious in their kind. Hard by this mseander a texture of

network ran round, the middle of which appeared like a

rhombus, into which were inserted rock crystal and amber,

which by their alternation gave wonderful delight to those

that saw them. The chapiters of the feet imitated the

buddings of lilies, while their leaves were bent under the

table, but so that the chives were seen standing upright

within them. Their base was made of a carbuncle, it was

one palm in depth, and eight fingers in breadth. Now
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they had engraven upon each of the feet, with a very fine

tool and with a great deal of pains, ivy and tendrils of the
vine with clusters of grapes, so natural that you would
guess they were real tendrUs, for they were so very thin,

and so stood out at their extremities, that they moved with
the wind, and made one believe that they were the product
of nature, and not the imitation of art. They also made
the entire workmanship of the table appear to be threefold,

and the joints of the several parts were so deftly united
together as to be invisible, and the places were they were
joined could not be distinguished. Now the thickness of
the table was not less than half a cubit. So that this gift,

by the king's great generosity, by the great value of the
materials, and the variety of its exquisite structure, and
the artificer's skill in imitating nature with graving-tools,
was at length brought to perfection, the king being very
desirous that, though in size it was not to be different from
that wbich was already dedicated to G-od, yet in exquisite
workmanship, and novelty of contrivance, and in splendour
of construction, it should far exceed it, and be more notable
than that was.

§ 10. There were also two bowls of gold, ornamented
with scaly-work from its base half way up, with various
sorts of stone chased in the coils. Next to wldch there was
upon it a maeander a cubit in height, composed of stones
of all sorts of colours. And next to this was rod-work
engraven, and next to that was a rhombus in a texture of
net-work, extending to the brim of the bowl, while small
shields made of stones, beautiful in their kind, and of four
fingers' depth, filled up the middle parts. Bound the
brim of the bowl were wreathed leaves of lilies and convol-
vulus, and tendrils of vines. And this was the construc-
tion of the two bowls of gold, each containing two firkins.

But those which were of silver were much more bright and
splendid than mirrors, and you might see your countenance
in them more plainly than in mirrors. The king also
had thirty vials made, of which the parts that were of gold,
and not filled up with precious stones, were shaded over
with leaves of ivy and vines artificially engraven. And
these vessels were in an extraordinary manner brought to
this perfection, partly by the skill of the workmen who
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were admirable in such fine work, but much more by the
d.iligence and munificence of the king, who not only supplied
the artificers abundantly and with great generosity with
whatever they wanted, but also forbade public audiences
for the time, and came and stood by the workmen, and saw
the whole operation. And this was the reason why the

workmen exhibited such diligence, that they had regard to

the king, and to his great concern about the vessels, and so

kept the more closely to their work.

§ 11. These were the gifts sent by Ptolemy to Jeru-

salem, and dedicated to Grod there. And when Eleazar the

high priest had devoted them to Grod, and had paid due
respect to those that brought them, and had given them
presents to take back to the king, he dismissed them. And
when they were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard
that they were come, and that the seventy elders were
come also, he sent at once for Andreas and Aristaeus, his

ambassadors, who came to him, and delivered him the

letters which they had brought him from the high priest,

and made answer to all the questions he put to them by
word of mouth. He then desired to see the elders that

came from Jerusalem to interpret the laws, and ordered

that everybody who came on other errands should be sent

away, which was a thing surprising and unusual for him to

do, for those that were drawn thither upon such occasions

used to come to him on the fifth day, but ambassadors at

the month's end. But now he sent those away, and waited

for these that were sent by Eleazar. And when the old men
came in with the presents which the high priest had given

them to bring to the king, and with the parchments upon
which they had their laws written in golden letters, he put

questions to them concerning those books ; and when they

had taken ofE the covers wherein they were wrapped, they

showed him the parchments. And the king admired the

thinness of those membranes, and the exactness of the

junctures which could not be perceived (so exactly were

they connected with one another) ; and this he did for a

considerable time. He then said that he returned them

thanks for coming to him, and still greater thanks to him

that sent them, and, above all, to that God whose laws

they liappened to be. Then did the elders, and those that
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were present with them, cry out with one voice, wishing all

happiness to the king. Upon which he fell into tears from
excess of pleasure, it being natural to m.en to show the
same emotion in great joy that they do in sorrow. And
when he had bidden them deliver the books to those that

were appointed to receive them, he greeted the men, and
said that it was but right to speak first of the errand he
had sent for them to execute, and then to address him-
self to them. He promised, however, that he would
celebrate this day on which they came to him as a remark-
able and eminent one every year throughout his whole
Hfe. For their coming to him, and the victory which he
gained over Antigonus ' by sea, happened to be on the very
same day. He also invited them to sup with him, and
ordered that they should have excellent lodgings provided
for them in the upper part of the city.

§ 12. Now he that was appointed to take care of the re-

ception of strangers, Nicanor by name, called for Doro-
theus, whose duty it was to make provision for them, and
bade him prepare for everyone of them what should be re-

quisite for their diet. Now things were ordered by the

king in the following manner ; he took care for those that

belonged to every city, that did not use the same way of

living, that all things should be jyrepared for those that
visited him according to their custom, that being feasted

according to their usual method of living, they might be
the better pleased, and might not be offended at anything
as strange. And this was now done in the case of these

men by Dorotheus, v?ho was put into this office because of

his great skill in matters belonging to life. So Nicanor by
him made all arrangements for their reception, and ap-
pointed them seats to sit on in two places, according as the
king had commanded him to do ; for he had commanded that
half of them should be set beside him, and the other half
behind his table, and he took care that no respect should
be omitted that could be shown them. And when they
were thus set down, he bade Dorotheus to minister to all

those that had come to him from Judaea in the manner
they were used to. So he declined the services of the

' Antiochiis II.
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sacred heralds, and those that slew the sacrifices, and the
rest that used to offer prayers, but called one of those that
were come to him, whose name was Eleazar, who was a
priest, and desired him to say prayers. So he stood in the
midst and prayed that all prosperity might attend the
ting and his subjects. Upon this acclamation was made
by the whole company with joy and great noise ; and when
that was over, they fell to eating their supper, and to the
enjoyment of what was set before them. And after a little

interval, when the king thought sufficient time had been
given, he began to talk philosophically to them, and he
asked every one of them some physical questions and such
as might throw light on such inquiries ; and when they had
explained all that had been asked by the king on every
point, he was well pleased with their answers. This took
up the twelve days in which they were entertained, and
whoever pleases may learn the particular questions in that

book of Aristseus', which he wrote on this very occasion.

§ 13. And as not only the king but the philosopher Mene-
demus also admired them, who said that all things were
governed by providence, and that it was probable that
thence it was that such force and beauty was discovered in

these men's words, they then left ofE asking any more such
questions. And the king said that he had gained very
great advantages by their coming, for he had received this

profit from them, that he had learned how he ought to rule

his subjects. And he ordered that they should have three

talents apiece given them, and that they should be con-

ducted to where they were to lodge. And after three days
had elapsed, Demetrius took them and went over seven

furlongs to an embankment in the sea near an island. And
when they had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the

northern parts, and showed them where they should meet,

which was in a house that was built near the shore, which
was a quiet place, and fit for their considering their work.

When he had taken them there, he entreated them, (now
they had all things about them which they wanted for the

interpretation of their law,) that they would suffer nothing

to interrupt them in their work. Accordingly, they made
an accurate interpretation with great zeal and great pains,

and continued to do this tiU the ninth hour of the day.
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when they rested and took care of their body, as food was

provided for them in great plenty : Dorotheas also, at the

king's command, brought them a great deal of what was

provided for the king himself. And in the morning they

went to the court, and saluted Ptolemy, and then went back

to their former place, where, when they had washed their

hands in the sea and bathed, they betook themselves to the

interpretation of the laws. Now when the law was tran-

scribed, and the labour of interpretation was over, which

•came to an end in seventy-two days, Demetrius gathered

all the Jews together to the place where the laws were

translated, and where the interpreters also were, and read

them over. And the multitude approved of those elders

that were the interpreters of the law, and also commended
Demetrius for his proposal, as the inventor of what was

greatly for their happiness, and begged that he would give

leave to their rulers also to read the law. Moreover they

all, both the priest and the elders, who had been the inter-

preters, and the principal men of their commonwealth,

made it their request, since the interpretation was happily

finished, that it might continue in the state it now was,

and might not be altered. And when they all commended
that idea, they enjoined, if anyone observed either anything

superfluous, or anything omitted, that he would review it

again, and have it laid before them and corrected ; which

was a wise action of theirs, that as the thing was judged to

have been well done, it might continue for ever.

§ 14. And the king rejoiced, when he saw that his design

in this matter was so usefully carried out; and he was
especially delighted with hearing the laws read to him, and
was astonished at the mind and wisdom of the legislator.

And he began to ask Demetrius, " How it came to pass,

since this legislation was so wonderful, that no one, either

of the poets or of the historians, had made mention of it."

Demetrius made answer, that no one had ventured to touch

upon the description of those laws, because they were

divine and venerable, and because some that had attempted

it had been afflicted by God. He also told him, that Theo-

pompus had been desirous of writing something about them,

but was disturbed in his mind for more than thirty days, but
upon some intermission of his mental malady, he appeased
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God [by prayer], suspecting that his madness proceeded
from that cause. Nay, indeed, he further saw in a dream,
that his mental malady befell him because he indulged
too great a curiosity about divine matters, andwas desirous,

of publishing them to profane men ; and when he left off

the attempt, he recovered his understanding again. More-
over he informed him of Theodectes the tragic poet, of

whom it was reported, that when, in a certain play, he was-

desirous to make mention of things that were contained in

the sacred books, he was afflicted with a disease in his.

eyes; and that, upon his recognizing the cause of his.

disease, and appeasing G-od [by prayer], he was freed

from it.

§ 15. And when the king had received these books from
Demetrius, as I have already said, he venerated them, and
gave order that great care should be taken of them, that

they might remain uninjured. He also desired that the

interpreters would come often to him from Judaea, for it

would be profitable, he said, to them both on account of

the respect that he would pay them and the presents he
would make them : for he said it was now but right to

send them away, but if of their own accord they would
come to him hereafter, they should obtain all that their

wisdom deserved, and his generosity was able to give them.

So he sent them away for the time, and gave to every

one of them three excellent garments, and two talents of

gold, and a cup of the value of one talent, and the couch

whereon they had feasted. And these were the things he

presented to them. Also he sent by them to Eleazar the

high priest ten beds with feet of silver, and the furniture-

belonging to them and a cup of the value of thirty talents
;

and besides these ten garments and a purple robe, and a very

beautiful crown, and a hundred pieces of the finest woven
hnen, as also vials and dishes and ewers and two golden

bowls to be dedicated to God. He also desired him by

letter to give these interpreters leave, if any of them were

desirous of visiting him again, because he highly valued

the company of men of such learning, and would be very

willing to lay out his wealth upon such men. Such was

what came to the Jews, to their glory and honour, from

Ptolemy Philadelphus.
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CHAP. III.

How the Kings of Asia honoured the Nation of the Jews,

and made them Citizens of the Cities which they built.

THE Jews also obtained honours from the kings of

Asia, when they served with them. For Seleucus

Nicator made them citizens of the cities which he built in

Asia and in Lower Syria, and in the metropolis itself,

Antioch ;
' and gave them privileges equal to those of the

Macedonians and G-reeks who dwelt there, insomuch that

those privileges continue to this very day. A proof of

this is that, as the Jews will not use oil prepared by
foreigners, they receive a certain sum of money from the

superintendents of the gymnasiums as the value of that

oil ; and when the people of Antioch would have deprived

them of that money in the last war, Mucianus, who was then

governor of Syria, secured it to them. And after that,

when Vespasian and his son Titus were masters of the

world, when the people of Alexandria and of Antioch

prayed that these privileges of citizenship might be taken

away, they did not obtain their request. In this behaviour

•any one may see the equity and generosity of the Romans,
especially of Vespasian and Titus, who although they

had had a great deal of trouble in the war against the

Jews, and were exasperated against them, because they did

not deliver up their arms, but continued the war to the

very last, yet did not take away any of their before-

mentioned privileges of citizenship, but restrained their

anger ; and resisted the prayers of the Alexandrians and
Antiochians, who were very powerful people, insomuch
that they did not yield to them, either out of their favour

to them, or out of their hatred to those whom they had
subdued in war ; nor would they repeal any of the ancient

favours granted to the Jews, but said that those who had
borne arras and fought against them had paid the penalty,

' Antioch, on the Orontes, now AniaMa.
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and that it was not just to deprive those that had not
«fEended of the privileges they enjoyed.

§ 2. "We also know that Marcus Agrippa was similarly

affected to the Jews. For when the lonians were very
angry with them, and besought Agrippa that they only
might have those privileges of citizenship which Antiochus,"^

the grandson of Seleucus, (who by the Greeks was called

God,) had bestowed on them, and asked if the Jews were
to be joint-partakers with them, that they might be obliged

to worship the gods they themselves worshipped, when these

matters were brought to trial, the Jews prevailed, and
obtained leave to use their own customs, Nicolaus of

Damascus pleading their cause, for Agrippa declared that

it was not lawful for him to make any change. And if any
one has a mind to know this matter accurately, let him
peruse the hundred and twenty-third and hundred and
twenty-fourth books of the history of this Nicolaus. Now,
as to this determination of Agrippa, it is not perhaps so

much to be admired, for at this time our nation had not

made war against the Romans. But one may well be
astonished at the magnanimity of Vespasian and Titus, that

after such great wars and struggles as they had with us,

they should use such moderation. But I will now return

to that part of my history whence I made the j)resent

digression.

§ 3. It happened in the reign of Antiochus the Great,'

who ruled over all Asia, that the Jews, as well as the

inhabitants of Ccele-Syria, suffered greatly, and their

land was sorely harassed: for as he was at war with

Ptolemy PhUopator, and with his son Ptolemy, who was
called Epiphanes, it fell out that these nations were

equally sufferers, both when he was beaten and when
he was victorious, so that they were very like a ship

in a storm, which is tossed by the waves on both

sides, for just thus were they in their situation, in the

middle between Ajitiochus's prosperity and reverses. But
when Antiochus had beaten Ptolemy he seized upon

Judsea : and when Philopator was dead his son sent out a

great army under Scopas as general against the inhabitants

^ Antiochus II., 261-246 B.C. ' Aatiochus III., 223-187 bo.
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of CcBle-Syria, who took many of their cities and also our

nation, which, when he warred against it, went over to

him. But not long afterwards Antiochus overcame Seopas,

in a battle fought at the fountains of the Jordan,' and
destroyed a great part of his army. And afterwards,

when Antiochus subdued those cities of Ccele-Syria which

Seopas had got into his possession, and Samaria among
them, the Jews of their own accord went over to him, and
received him into their city [Jerusalem,] and gave plentiful

provision to all his army and to his elephants, and readily

assisted him when he besieged the garrison that had been

left by Seopas in the citadel of Jerusalem. Thereupon
Antiochus thought it but just to requite the Jews' diligence

and zeal in his service, so he wrote to the generals of his

armies, and to his friends, and bore testimony to the good
behaviour of the Jews towards him, and informed them
what rewards he had resolved to bestow on them for that

behaviour. I will soon give the letters which he wrote to

his generals concerning them, but will first produce the

testimony of Polybius of Megalopolis,^ who thus speaks in

the sixteenth book of his history. " Now Seopas, the general

of Ptolemy's army, marched to the upper parts of the

country, and in the winter-time overthrew the nation of the

Jews." He also says in the same book, " When Seopas was
conquered by Antiochus, Antiochus took Batanaea^ and
Samaria^ and Abila' and Gadara," and shortly afterwards,

there came to him those Jews that dwelt near the holy

place which was called Jerusalem, concerning which, al-

though I have more to say, and particularly concerning the

presence of God in that holy place, yet do I put off that

history to another time." This is what Polybius relates.

But I will return to my narrative, when I have first pro-

duced the letters of king Antiochus.

' The battle took place near Banids, in 198 B.C.

2 The capital of Arcadia in Gi"Pece ; the ruins are near the village of

Sindmi.
^ East of Jordan, a portion of the ancient district of Bashan.
* The district or province of Samaria.
' Abila in Peraea, one of the cities of the Decapolis ; now Abil, about

ten miles east of Umm Keis, Gadara.
'' Now Umm Keis; see Life, § 9.
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" King Antiochxts to Ptolemy gkeeting.

" Since the Jews, on our first entrance into their country,
showed their friendship towards us, and when we came to
their city [Jerusalem,] received us in a splendid manner,
and came to meet us with their senate, and gave abundance
of provisions to our soldiers and to the elephants, and
joined with us in driving out the garrison of Egyptians that
were in the citadel, I have thought fit to reward them, and
to repair the condition of their city, which has been
greatly injured by the reverses which have befallen its in-

habitants, and to bring those that have been dispersed
abroad back to it. And, in the first place, I have deter-
mined, on account of their piety, to bestow on them, as a
contribution to their sacrifices of animals that are fit for
sacrifice, and to their wine and oil and frankincense, twenty
thousand pieces of silver, and six sacred artabae of fine

flour, and a thousand four hundred and sixty medimni of
wheat, and three hundred and seventy-five medimni of
salt. And these payments I will have fully paid them, as
I have ordered. I will also have the work about the
temple finished, and the porticoes, and if there be anything
else that wants building. As for the material of wood,
let it be brought out of Judaea itself and other coun-
tries, and from Libanus, tax free : and the same I will

have observed as to those other materials which will be
necessary, in order to render the temple more glorious.

And let all of that nation live according to the laws of
their own country ; and let the senate and the priests,

and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred singers, be
discharged from the poll-tax and crown-tax and other
taxes also. And that the city may the sooner be inhabited,

I grant a discharge from taxes for three years to its present

inhabitants, and to such as shall migrate to it before the

month Hyperberetseus. I also discharge them for the future

from a third part of their tribute, that the losses they have
sustained may be repaired. As to all those that have been
carried away from their city, and are become slaves, we
grant to them and their children their freedom, and order

that their substance be restored to them."

§ 4. These were the contents of his letter. He also pub-
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lished a decree throughout all his kingdom, in honour of

the temple, which contained what follows. " It shall be
lawful for no foreigner to come within the precincts of the

temple, which is forbidden also to the Jews, unless to those

who have purified themselves according to their national

custom. Nor let any flesh of horses, or of mules, or of

wild or tame asses, be brought into the city, or of leopards,

foxes, or hares, or in general of any animal which is for-

bidden to the Jews. Nor let their skins be brought into

it, nor let any such animal be bred in the city. Let them
only be permitted to use the sacrifices derived from their

forefathers, with which they are obliged to appease G-od.

And he that transgresseth any of these orders, let him pay
to the priests three thousand drachmae of silver." Antiochus
also bore testimony to our piety and fidelity in a letter of

his, written when he was informed of a rebellion in Phrygia
and Lydia, when he was in the upper satrapies, wherein he
commanded Zeuxis, the general of his forces, and his most
intimate friend, to send some of our nation out of Babylon
into Phrygia. The letter was as follows.

" King Antiochus to Zeuxis his Father greeting.

" If you are in health it is well, I am also in health.

Having been informed that a rebellion has broken out in

Lydia and Phrygia, I thought the matter required great

care : and upon deliberating with my friends what was to

be done, have resolved to remove two thousand families of
Jews, with their effects, out of Mesopotamia and Babylon,
unto the garrisons and places that lie most convenient. For
I am persuaded that they will be well-disposed guardians of

my dominions, because of their piety towards God, and be-

cause I know that my predecessors have borne witness to

them, that they are faithful, and do with alacrity what they
are desired to do. I will, therefore, though it be a laborious
work, that thou remove these Jews, promising them that
they shall be permitted to use their own laws. And when
thou shalt have brought them to the places indicated, thou
shalt give everyone of them a place for building their houses,
and a piece of land to cultivate and to plant their vines

on, and thou shalt discharge them from paying taxes of
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the fruits of tlie earth, for ten years : and let them have a

sufficient quantity of wheat for the maintenance of their

servants, until they get com out of the earth : also let a
sufficient share be given to such as minister to them in the

necessaries of life, that, being treated by us with humanity,
theymay show themselves the more zealous of our interests.

Take care likewise of that nation, as far as thou art able,

that they may not be troubled by anyone." Now this

testimony which I have produced is sufficient to declare

the friendship that Antioclius the Great had to the Jews.

CHAP. lY.

Hoiv Antiochus made a league with Ptolemy, and how Onias

provoked Ptolemy Euergetes to Anger, and how Joseph

brought things all right again, and entered into Friend-

ship with him, also the other things ivhich were done by

Joseph and his son Hyrcanus.

§ 1-

AFTER this, Antiochus made a friendship and league

with Ptolemy,' and gave him his daughter Cleopatra

in marriage, and yielded up to him Ccele-Syria and Samaria

and Judsea and Phoenicia by way of dowry. And upon
the division of the taxes between the two kings, all the

principal men farmed the taxes of their several countries,

and, collecting the sum that was assigned to them, paid

the same to the two kings. Now at this time the Sama-
ritans were in a flourishing condition, and much harassed

the Jews, ravaging their land, and carrying off slaves.

This happened when Onias was high priest, for after

Eleazar's death,his uncle Manasseh took the priesthood, and

when he too had ended his Ufe, Onias received that dignity.

He was the son of Simon, who was called the Just, and

Simon was the brother of Eleazar, as I said before. This

Onias had a little soul, and was a great lover of money
;

and for that reason, because he did not pay the tax of

' Ftolemj- v., Epiphanes, 205-181 B.C.
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twenty talents of silver for the people, which his fore-

fathers paid to these kings out of their own estates, he
provoked to anger king Ptolemy Euergetes,' who was the

father of Philopator.^ Euergetes sent an ambassador to

Jerusalem, and complained that Onias did not pay the

taxes, and threatened that if he did not receive them he
would parcel out their land, and send soldiers to dwell
upon it. When the Jews heard this message of the king,

they were confounded : but so avaricious was Onias, that

nothing of this put him about.

§ 2. Now there was one Joseph, young indeed in age,

but of great reputation among the people of Jerusalem for

character, sense, and uprightness. His father's name was
Tobias, and his mother was the sister of Onias the high
priest. She informed him of the coming of the ambas-
sador, for he was then sojourning at a village called Phicol,'

his native place. And he went to Jerusalem, and reproved

Onias for not seeing to the preservation of his country-

men, but bringing the nation into dangers, by not paying
this money, though it was for their benefit that be
had received the authority over them, and had been made
high priest : but if he was so great a lover of money, as to

have the heart to see his country in danger on that account,

and the citizens sufEering the greatest damage, he advised
him to go to the king, and petition him to remit either the

whole or a part of the sum demanded. Onias's answer
was that he did not care for his authority, and was ready,

if it were possible, to lay down his high priesthood, and
that he would not go to the king, for he cared nothing at all

about the matter. Joseph then asked him, if he would
give him leave to go as ambassador on behalf of the
nation ? He replied that he would. Thereupon Joseph
went up into the temple, and called the multitude together
to an assembly, and exhorted them not to be disturbed or
alarmed because of his uncle Onias's carelessness, but
desired them to be at rest, and not to terrify themselves
with fear about it ; for he promised them that he would
lie their ambassador to the king, and persuade him that

' Ptolemy III., Euergetes, 247-222 B.C.
" Ptolemy IV., Philopator, 222-205 B.C.
' Not identified.
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they had done him no wrong. And when the multitude
heard this, they returned thanks to Joseph. So he went
down from the temple, and treated Ptolemy's ambassador
in a hospitable manner, and presented him also with rich
gifts, and feasted him magnificently for many days, and
then sent him on to the king before him, and told him
that he would soon follow him. For he was now still more
desirous to go to the king, from the encouragement of the
ambassador, who urged him to go to Egypt, and promised
him that he would take care that he should obtain every-
thing that he desired of Ptolemy, for he was highly pleased
with his liberahty and the gravity of his deportment.

§ 3. When Ptolemy's ambassador reached Egypt, he
told the king of the thoughtlessness of Onias, and in-

formed him of the good disposition of Joseph, who was
coming to him to excuse the multitude, as not having
done him any harm, for he was their champion. In short
he was so very profuse in his encomiums upon the young
man, that he disposed both the king and his wife Cleo-

patra to have a kindness for him before he arrived. And
Joseph sent to his friends at Samaria, and borrowed
money of them, and got ready what was necessary for his

journey, clothes and cups and beasts of burden, which
•cost about twenty thousand drachmse, and set out for Alex-

andria. Now it so happened that at this time all the

j>rincipal men and rulers went up from the cities of

Syria and Phoenicia to buy the taxes ; for every year

the king sold them to the well-to-do men in each city.

And these men saw Joseph journeying on his way, and
jeered at him for his poverty and meanness. But when
he got to Alexandria, and heard that king Ptolemy was at

Memphis, he went up there to meet him. And as the

king was sitting in his chariot with his wife and friend

Athenion (who was the very person who had been ambas-
sador at Jerusalem, and been entertained by Joseph,)

directly Athenion saw him, he at once made him known to

the king, saying this was the person about whom on his

return from Jerusalem he had told the king how good and
generous a young man he was. So Ptolemy saluted him
first, and desired him to come up into his chariot, and as

Joseph sat there, began to complain of the behaviour of
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Onias. To which Joseph answered, " Forgive him on ac-

count of his age, for thou canst not certainly be unac-
quainted with this fact, that old men and infants have their

minds exactly alike ; but thou shalt have from us, who
are young men, everything thou desirest, and shalt have
no cause to complain." The king was so delighted with
the grace and pleasantry of the young man, that he began
already, as though he had had long experience of him, to

have still greater affection for him, insomuch that he
bade him lodge in his palace, and be a guest at his table

every day. And when the king was come to Alexandria,

the principal men of Syria saw Joseph sitting with the

king, and were much oifended at it.

§ 4. Now when the day came, on which the king was to

farm the taxes of the cities, and those that were the men
of principal dignity in their several countries bid for thom,
the sum of what was bidden for the taxes of Coele-Syria and
Phoenicia and Judaea and Samaria amounted altogether to

eight thousand talents. Thereupon Joseph accused the
bidders of having agreed together to estimate the value of

the taxes at too low a rate, and promised that he would
himself give twice as much for them, and for those who
did not pay, he would send the king their whole substance,

for this privilege was also sold with the taxes. The king
was pleased to hear that offer, and because it augmented
his revenues, he said he would confirm the sale of the
taxes to him. But when he asked him the question.

Whether he had any sureties, that would be bound for the
payment of the money ? he answered very cleverly, " I will

give as security persons good and honourable, whom you
shall have no reason to distrust." And when he bade
him name who they were, he replied, " I give thee no
other persons, O king, for my sureties than thyself and
thy wife; and you shall be security for both parties."

Then Ptolemy laughed at the proposal, and granted him
the fanning of the taxes without any security. This was
a sore grief to those who had come into Egypt from the
cities to be thus outbid, and they returned home everyone
with shame.

§ 5. And Joseph took with him two thousand foot-

soldiers of the king's, for he desired to have some assist-
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ance, in order to force such as were refractory in the cities

to pay. And borrowing five hundred talents from the king's
friends at Alexandria, he started for Syria. And when he
got to Ascalon,' and demanded the taxes of the people of
Ascalon, they refused to pay anything, and insisted him
also, upon which he seized about twenty of their principal
men, and slew them, and gathered their substance toge-
ther, which amounted to a thousand talents, and sent it

aU to the ting, and informed him of what he had done.
And Ptolemy admired the prudent conduct of the man, and
commended him for what he had done, and gave him leave

to do as he pleased. When the Syrians heard of this,

they were dismayed, and having before them a sad example
in the men of Ascalon that were slain, they opened their

gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and paid their taxes.

And when the inhabitants of Scythopolis* attempted to

affront him, and would not pay him the taxes, which they
formerly used to pay without any hesitation, he slew also

the principal men of that city, and sent their effects to the

king. By this means he got much wealth together, and
made vast gains of this farming of the taxes, and made
use of what he had thus got to support his authority,

thinking it prudent to keep what had been the occasion

and foundation of his present good fortune. And he pri-

vately sent many presents to the king, and to Cleopatra,

and to their friends, and to all that were powerful at the

court, and thereby purchased their good-will.

§ 6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two years,

and was the father of seven sons by one wife : he had also

another son, whose name was Hyrcanus, by his brother

Solymius' daughter, whom he married on the following

occasion. He once went to Alexandria with his brother,

(who took with him a daughter already marriageable, in

order to give her in wedlock to some of the Jews of chief

dignity there,) and supping with the king, and falling in

love with a dancing girl of great beauty that came into the

room where they feasted, he told his brother of it, and en-

treated him, because a Jew is forbidden by their law to lie

with a foreign woman, to conceal his offence, and to be kind

' 'Ascalun, ^ Beisdn,
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and subservient to bim, and to give bim an opportunity of

fulfilling bis desires. Upon tbis bis brotber willingly

entertained tbe proposal of serving bim, and disguised bis

own daugbter, and brought ber to bim by night, and put
ber into his bed. And be being in drink knew not wbo
she was, and so lay with bis brother's daugbter, and this

he did many times, and loved her exceedingly, and said to

his brotber, that be loved this dancing girl so well, that he
would run the hazard of bis life for her, for probably tbe
king would not give bim leave to have ber. But bis brother
bade him be in no concern, and told him be might enjoy
her whom be loved without any danger, and might have
her for his wife, and opened the truth to liiin, and assured
bim that he chose rather to have his own daughter abused
than see him come to disgrace. Then Joseph commended
bim for his brotherly love, and married his daughter, and by
ber bad a son, whose name was Hyrcanus, as I said before.

And as this his youngest son at thirteen years old showed
great natural courage and wisdom, and was greatly envied
by his brothers, as being much above them and such a one
as they might well envy, Joseph had a mind to know which
of his sons had tbe best natural parts, and so he sent them
each to those that had at that time the best reputation for
instructing youths, but all the others, by reason of their
sloth, and unwillingness to take pains, returned to bim
foolish and unlearned. After them he sent out Hyrcanus,
the youngest, and gave him three hundred yoke of oxen,
and bade him go two days' journey in the wilderness, and
sow tbe land there, but kept back privately the leather har-
ness of the oxen. 'Wlien Hyrcanus came to the place, and
found he had no harness, he scorned tbe idea of the drivers
of tbe oxen, who advised him to send some of them home to
his father to bring them harness, for thinking he ought not
to lose time waiting for the return of those who might be
despatched, he invented a kind of stratagem that showed
wisdom greater than bis age. For he slew ten yoke of tbe
oxen, and distributed their flesh among the labourers, and
cut their hides into several pieces, and made harness,
and yoked tbe oxen with them; by which means he
sowed as much land as bis father bad ordered bim to sow,
and returned to him. And when he was come back, bis
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father was laiglitilj pleased with, his sagacity, and com-
mended the sharpness of liis understanding, and his bold-

ness in what he did, and loved him still more, as if he were
his only genuine son, and his brothers were much troubled
at this.

§ 7. And when one told him that Ptolemy had a son
just born, and that all the principal men of Syria, and the
other countries subject to him, intended to keep a festival

on account of the child's birthday, and had set out with
great retinues to Alexandria, he was himself indeed hin-

dered from going by old age, but he tried to see whether any
of his sons would go to the king. And when the elder sons

excused themselves from going, and said they were not
courtiers enough for such company, and advised him to

send their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly hearkened to their

advice, and called Hyrcanus, and asked him, whether he
would go to the king, and if he was willing to do so. And
upon his undertaking to go, and saying that he should not

want much money for his journey, because he would Uve
moderately, so that ten thousand drachmae would be suf-

ficient, Joseph was pleased with his son's moderation. A
little while after the son advised his father not to send his

presents to the king from there, but to give him a letter to

his steward at Alexandria, that he might furnish him with

money for purchasing what would be most excellent and
most precious. So he, thinking that his presents to the

king would come to about ten talents, and commending his

son as giving him good advice, wrote to Arion his steward,

who managed all his money at Alexandria, which money
was not less than three thousand talents. For Joseph sent

the money he received from Syria to Alexandria, and when
the day appointed for the payment of the taxes to the king

came, he used to write to Arion to pay them. Now when
the son had asked his father for a letter to this steward,

and had received it, he set out for Alexandria. And when
he was gone, his brothers wrote to all the king's friends to

kill him.

^ 8. Now when he was come to Alexandria, he delivered

his letter to Arion, who asked him how many talents he

would have, (hoping he would ask for no more than ten, or

onlv a little more,) and when he said he wanted a thousand
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talents, the steward was angry, and rebuked 11101, as one

that intended to live extravagantly, and let him know
that Ills father had got together his wealth by carefulness

and by resisting his inclinations, and wished hiin to imitate

the example of his father : he also said that he would give

him only ten talents, and that for a present to the king.

The lad was irritated at this, and threw Arion into prison.

And when Arion's wife had informed Cleopatra of this,

and entreated that she would rebuke the lad for what he

had done, (for Arion was in great esteem with her,) Cleo-

patra told the king of it. And Ptolemy sent messengers to

Hyrcanus to tell him that the king wondered, when he was
sent to him by his father, that he had not yet come into

his presence, but had put the steward in prison. He gave

order, therefore, that he should come to him, and explain

why he had acted so. And they report that the answer

he made to the king's messengers was that there was a

law of the king's that forbade a child that was bom to taste

of the sacrifice before he had been to the temple and sacri-

ficed to God. According to which reasoning he had not

himself come to him as he was waiting for the presents he

was to make to him who had been his father's benefactor :

and he had punished the slave for disobeying his com-

mands, for it mattered not whether a master was little

or great. " Unless, indeed, we punish such as these, thoii

mayst thyself also expect to be despised by thy subjects."

Upon hearing this answer of his, Ptolemy fell a laughing,

and wondered at the great wit of the lad.

§ 9. When Arion learned that this was the king's dis-

position, and that he himself had no other alternative, he

gave the lad a thousand talents, and was let out of prison.

And after three days had elapsed, Hyrcanus came and
saluted the king and queen. They saw him with pleasure,

and feasted him in a friendly manner, out of respect to his

father. And he went to the merchants privately, and
bought a hundred boys that were well educated and in the

flower of their age at a talent a-piece, and also bought a

hundred maidens at the same price. And when he was in-

vited to feast with the king among the principal men of the

country, he sat down the lowest of them all, because he was
little regarded, as still a lad in age, by those who placed
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every one according to their dignity. Now when all those
that sat at meat with him had laid the bones of their por-
tions on a heap hefore Hyreanus, (for they had themselves
cleared the meat off them,) till the table where he sat was
full of bones, Trypho, who was the king's jester, and was ap-
pointed to joke and laugh at revels, was now called for by
the guests that sat at table. So he stood by the king, and
said, " Dost thou see, my lord, the bones that lie by Hyr-
eanus ? By this thou mayst conjecture that his father has
made all Syria as bare as he has made these bones." And
the king laughing at what Trypho said, and asking Hyrea-
nus, " How he came to have so many bones before him ?

"

he replied, " No wonder, my lord : for dogs eat the flesh
and bones together, as these have done, (looking at the
king's guests,) for there is nothing before them ; but men
eat the flesh, and cast away the bones, as I, who am a man,
have now done." Upon this the king admired his answer,
which was so wisely made, and bade all the company
applaud, as a mark of their approbation of his facetious
jest. On the next day Hyreanus went to every one of the
king's friends, and to the men powerful at court, and
saluted them, and inquired of their servants, what present
their masters would make the king on his son's birthday

;

and when they said that some would give twelve talents,

and that others of greater dignity would give more accord-
ing to the quantity of their riches, he pretended to every
one to be grieved that he was not able to offer so large a
present, for he had no more than five talents. And when
the servants heard what he said, they told their masters

;

and they rejoiced at the prospect that Joseph would be
lightly esteemed, and would offend the king by the small-
ness of his present. When the day came, the others, even
those that brought the most, offered the king not more
than twenty talents, but Hyreanus gave to every one of the
hundred boys and hundred maidens that he had bought a
talent a-piece for them to carry, and led the boys up to the
king, and the maidens to Cleopatra ; everybody, even the
king and queen themselves, wondering at the unexpected
mimificence of the present. He also presented to the

friends and courtiers of the king gifts worth a great number
of talents, that he might escape the danger he was in from
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them : for it was to them that Hyrcanus' brothers had
written to kill him. Now Ptolemy admired the young
man's loftiness of soul, and commanded him to ask what
gift he pleased. But he desired nothing else to be done
for him by the king than to write to his father and brothers

about him. So when the king had paid him very great

respect, and had given him very fine gifts, and had written

to his father and brothers and all his commanders and
officers about him, he sent him away. But when his

brothers heard that Hyrcanus had received such favour

from the king, and was returning home with great honour,

they went out to meet him and kill him, and that with

the knowledge of their father ; for he was angry at him
for the large sums of money that he had bestowed as pre-

sents, and so had no concern for his preservation. How-
ever, Joseph concealed his anger to his son from fear of the

king. And when Hyrcanus' brothers fought with him, he
slew many others of those that were with them, as also two
of his brothers, but the rest escaped to Jerusalem to their

father. And when Hyrcanus came to the city, as nobody
would receive him, he was afraid, and retired beyond the

river Jordan, and there dwelt and levied tribute on the

barbarians.

§ 10. At this time Seleucus, who was caUed Philopator,^

the son of Antiochus the Great, reigned over Asia. And
[now] Hyrcanus' father Joseph died. He was a good man
and high-souled, and brought the Jews out of a state of

poverty and meanness to one that was more splendid. He
farmed the taxes of Syria and Phoenicia and Samaria
twenty-two years. His uncle Onias also died, and left the

high priesthood to his son Simon. And when he also died,

Onias his son succeeded him in that dignity, to whom Areus,
King of the Lacedaemonians, sent an embassage with a
tetter, a copy whereof here follows.

'• Aeeits, King of the Laced-smonians, to Onias,
geeeting.

" "SVe have met with a certain writing, whereby we have
discovered that both the Jews and Lacedaemonians are of

' Seleucus IV., 187-175 B.C.
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one stock, and are derived from the kindred of Abraham.'
It is but just, therefore, that you, who are our brethren,
should send to us about any of your concerns as you please.

We will also do the same, and esteem your concerns as
our own, and will look upon our concerns as yours. De-
moteles, who brings you this letter, will bring your answer
back to us. This letter is square, and the seal is an eagle,

with a dragon in its claws."

§ 11. Such were the contents of the letter which was
sent by the long of the Lacedaemonians. Now upon the

death of Joseph, the people grew seditious, because of

his sons. For whereas the elder ones made war against

Hyrcanus, who was the youngest of Joseph's sons, the
multitude was divided, but most joined with the elder

ones, as did Simon the high priest because of his kins-

manship to them. However, Hyrcanus determined not to

return to Jerusalem any more, but stationed himself

beyond the Jordan, and was at perpetual war with the

Arabians, and slew many of them, and took many of them
captive. He also erected a stirong castle, and built it

entirely of white stone to the very roof, and had animals-

of a prodigious size carved on it. He also drew round it

a great and deep canal of water. He also made caves,

many furlongs long by hollowing a rock that was oppo-
site, and made large rooms in it, some for feasting, and
some for sleeping and living in. He introduced also a-

quantity of water which ran through it, and was very de-

lightful and ornamental in the court-yard. However, he-

made the mouths of the caves so narrow, that no more
than one person could enter them at once ; and that on
purpose for his own preservation, lest he should be be-

sieged by his brothers, and run the hazard of being taken

by them. Moreover, he built courts of greater size than

ordinary, which he adorned with spacious gardens. And'

when he had brought the place to this state, he called it

' Whence it comes that these Lacedaemonians declare themselves here-

to be akin to the Jews, as derived from the kindred of Abraham. I

cannot fell, unless, as Grotius supposes, they -were derived from ihe

Dores, that came of the Pelasgi. These are by Herodotus called ' Bar-

barians,' and perhaps were derived from the Syrians and Arabians, the-

posterity of Abraham by Keturah. See Antiq. xiv. 10, § 22, an*
Jewish War, i. 26, § 1 , and Grot, on 1 Maocab. xii. 7.—W.
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Tvre.' It is between Arabia and Judaea, beyond the Jordan,

wjid not far from the country of Heshbon.^ And he ruled

oyer those parts for seyen years, eyen all the time that

Seleucus was king of Syria. But when Seleucus was dead,

his brother Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes,^ took the

kingdom. Ptolemy, also, the king of Egypt, died, who
was also called Epiphanes, and left two sons, both young
in age, the elder of whom was called Philometor,* and the

younger Physcon. As for Hyrcanus, when he saw that

Antiochus had a great army, and feared lest he should be

taken by him, and punished for what he had done to the

Arabians, he ended his life by suicide, and Antiochus

seized upon all his substance.

CHAP. V.

Hoiv, upon tJie Quarrels of the Jews with one another about

the High Priesthood, Antiochus made an Expedition against

Jerusalem, and took the City and pillaged the Temple, and
distressed the Jevis. Also how many of the Jews forsooh the

Laws of their Country; and how the Samaritans followed
the Customs of the Greeks, and called their Temple on

Mount Gerizim the Temple of Zeus Hellenius.

§1-

ABOUT this time, on the death of Onias the high priest,

the king gaye the high priesthood to Jesus his brother
;

for the son whom Onias left [or Onias IV.] was yet but an
infant. I shall, in its jjroper place, inform the reader

of all the circumstances that befell this child. Now this

Jesus, the brother of Onias, was depriyed of the high
priesthood by the king, who was angry with him, and gave

it to his younger brother, whose name also was Onias, for

Simon had these three sons, to each of whom the high

^ The ruins of the palace of Hyrcanus are still to be seen, at 'Arak el-

Em'tr, in the position described.

2 Now Hesbdn; the capital of Sihon, king of the Amorites, near the

Jwrder between Reuben and Gad.
^ Antiochus IV., 175-164 B.C.

' Ptolemy VI., Philometor, 181-146 B.C.
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priesthood came, as I have already informed the reader.
Tliis Jesus changed his name to Jason, and Onias was
called Menelaus. Now as the former high priest, Jesus,
formed a party against Menelaus, who was appointed after
him, the multitude were divided between them both. And
the sons of Tobias took the side of Menelaus, but most of
the people assisted Jason : so that Menelaus and the sons
of Tobias got the worst of it, and fled to Antiochus, and
informed him that they were desirous to leave the laws of
their country, and the Jewish way of living according to
them, and to follow the ting's laws, and the Greek way
of living. So they desired his permission to build for
themselves a G-ymnasium at Jerusalem.' And when he
had given them leave, they drew their prepuce forward,
that when they were naked they might appear to be
Crreeks. They also left ofE all the customs that belonged
to their own country, and imitated the practices of other
nations.

§ 2. Now Antiochus, as the affairs of his kingdom were
in a prosperous condition, resolved to make an expedition
against Egypt, both because he had a desire to make him-
self master of it, and because he despised the sons of

Ptolemy, as still weak, and not yet of abilities to manage
affairs of such consequence ; so he marched with a great

force to Pelusium, and circumvented Ptolemy Philometor
by treachery, and occupied Egypt. He then went to the
parts about Memphis, and when he had taken Memphis,
he set out for Alexandria, in hope of taking it by siege,

and of subduing Ptolemy who reigned there. But he
was driven not only from Alexandria, but out of all

Egypt, by the Romans, who charged him to let that
country alone, as I have elsewhere stated before. I will

now give a particular account of what concerns this king,

who took Judaea and the temple ; for in my former work I

mentioned these things very briefly, and therefore now

^ This word, Gymnasium, properly denotes a place where the exer-

cises were performed naked, which because it would naturally distin-

guish circumcised Jews from uncircumcised Gentiles, these Jewish
apostates endeavoured to appear uncircumcised, by means of an opera-

tion, hinted at by St. Paul, 1 Cor. vii. 18, and described by Celsus, vii.

25, as Dr. Hudson here informs us.—W.
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think it necessary to go over tlie history again at greater

length.

§ 3. King Antiochus then, returning out of Egypt for
fear of the Romans, made an expedition against the city of
Jerusalem, and in the hundred and forty-third year of the
kingdom of the Selucidae,' took the city without fighting,

those of his own party opening the gates to him. And
when he had got possession of Jerusalem he slew many of
the opposite party, and when he had carried off a great deal

of money, he returned to Antioch.

§ 4. Now it came to pass two years after, in the hundred
and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-fifth day of the month,
which is by us called Chasleu, and by the Macedonians
Apellaeus, in the hundred and fifty-third Olympiad, that
this king went up to Jerusalem with a large force, and pre-
tending peace, got possession of the city by treachery ;

'^ at
which time he spared not so much as those that admitted
him into it, on account of the riches that were in the
temple ; but owing to his covetousness (for he saw there
was in the temple a great deal of gold, and many votive
offerings of very great value), in order to plunder its

wealth, he ventured to break the league he had made. And
he stripped the temple bare, and took away the vessels of
G-od, as the golden candlesticks, and the golden altar of
incense, and the table of shew-bread, and the altar of burnt-
offering, and did not keep his hands off even the veils

which were made of fine linen and scarlet. He also
emptied the temple of its secret treasures, and left nothing
at all remaining, and so cast the Jews into great lamenta-
tion, for he forbade them to olfer the daily sacrifices which
they used to offer to God according to the law. And when
he had piUaged the whole city, he slew some of the inhabi-
tants, and some he carried away captive, together with their
wives and children, so that the number of captives amounted
to about ten thousand. He also burnt down the finest

buildings, and when he had overthrown the city waUs, he
built a citadel in the lower part of the city,^ for the plaice

' In 170 B.C., at tlie close of his second Egyptian campaign. See
Daniel xi. 31.

^ In 168 B.C. at the close of his fourth Egyptian campaign.
'' Tliis citadel, of which we have such frequent mention in the fol-
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was high, and overlooked the temple, on which account he
fortified it with high walls and towers, and put into it a
garrison of Macedonians. None the less in that citadel

dwelt the impious and wicked part of the [Jewish] multi-

tude, at whose hands the citizens suffered many terrible

things. And when the king had built an altar upon God's
altar, he slew swine upon it, and so offered a sacrifice

neither according to the law, nor the ancient Jewish reli-

gious worship. He also compelled them to forsake the

worship of their own God, and to adore those whom he
esteemed gods, and made them build temples, and raise

altars in every city and village, and offer swine upon them
every day. He also commanded them not to circumcise

their sons, and threatened to punish any that should be
found to have transgressed this injunction. He also ap-

pointed overseers, who should compel them to do what he
commanded. And indeed many Jews complied with the

king's commands, some voluntarily, others out of fear of

the penalty that was denounced : but the best men, and
those that had noble souls, did not regard him, but paid

greater respect to the customs of their country than to

care about the punishment which he threatened the dis-

obedient with, so they every day died in great miseries and
bitter torments. For they were whipped with rods, and
their limbs were torn to pieces, and they were fixed to

crosses while they were still alive and breathed ; they also

strangled, as the king had ordered, the women and those of

their sons who had been circumcised, hanging their sons

about their necks as they were on the crosses. And if

there were any sacred book or copy of the law found, it

was destroyed, and those with whom they were found

miserably perished also.

§ 5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews suffering these

lowing history, both in the Maccabees and in Josephus, .seems to have

been a castle built on a hill, lower than mount Zion, though upon its

skirts, and higher than mount Moriah, but between them both ; which

hill the enemies of the Jews now got possession of, and built on it this

citadel, and fortified it, till a good while afterwards the Jews regained

it, demolished it, and levelled the hill itself with the common ground,

that their enemies might no more recover it, and might thence overlook

the temple itself, and do them such mischief as they had long undergone

from it, Antiq. xiii. 6, § 6.—W.
II. Z
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things, they no longer alleged that they were of their

kindred, or that the temple on Mount Gerizim belonged to

Almighty God. This was according to their nature, as I
have already shown. They now said that they were a
colony of Medes and Persians: and indeed they were a
colony of theirs. So they sent ambassadors to Ajitiochus,

and a letter, whose contents were as follows. " To king
Antiochus Epiphanes, god, a memorial from Sidonians
who live at Shechem. Our forefathers, because of certain

frequent plagues, and following a certain ancient supersti-

tion, made a custom of observing that day which by the
Jews is called the Sabbath.^ And when they had erected

a temple without a name on the mountain called Gerizim,
they offered upon it the customary sacrifices. Now upon
thy just treatment of these wicked Jews, those that carry
out thy orders, supposing us to be akin to them and doing
as they do, make us liable to the same accusations, although
we be originally Sidonians, as is evident from the public
records. We therefore beseech thee, our benefactor and
saviour, to give order to ApoUonius, the governor of this

part of the country, and to Nicanor, the manager of th}'

affairs, not to disturb us, or to lay to our charge what the
Jews are accused for, since we are aliens from their
nation and customs ; and let our temple, which at pre-
sent has no name at aU, be called The Temple of Zeus
Hellenius. If this be once done, we shall be no longer
disturbed, but shall be more secure in attending to our
own occupations and so bring in a greater revenue to thee."
"Wlien the Samaritans had petitioned for this, the king sent
them back the following answer in a letter. "King Antio-
chus to Nicanor. The Sidonians who live at Shechem
have sent me the enclosed memorial. When therefore we
were advising with our friends about it, the messengers
sent by them represented to us, that they are no way con-
cerned in the charges brought against the Jews, but choose
to live after the customs of the Greeks. Accordingly we
declare them free from such accusations, and order that,

1 This allegation of the Samai'itans is lemarltable, that though they
were not Jews, yet did they, from anuient times, observe the Sabbath-
day, and as they elsewhere pi-etend, the Sabattic 3'ear also, Antia. xi.

8, § 6.—W.
^
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agreeably to their petition, their temple be called The
Temple of Zeus Hellenius." He also sent the like letter

to Apollonius, the governor of that province, in the forty-
sixth year, on the eighteenth day of the month Hecatom-
bseon.

CHAP. VI.

Sow, upon AntiocJvus prohibiting the Jews to make use of the

Laws of their country, Mattathias the Son of Asamonceus
alone despised the King, and overcame the Generals of
Antiochus' Army ; as also concerning the Death of Matta-
thias, and the Succession of Judas.

§1-

NOW at this time there was a man who dwelt at Modiim,'
whose name was Mattathias, the son of John, the son

of Symeon, the son of Asamonseus, a priest of the order of

Joarib, and a native of Jerusalem. He had five sons, John
who was called G-addes, and Simon who was called Matthes,

and Judas who was called Maccabseus, and Eleazar who
was called Auran, and Jonathan who was called Apphus.
Now this Mattathias lamented to his sons the sad state of

their afEairs, as the spoiling of the city, and the plunder-

ing of the temple, and the calamities of the people, and he

told them, that it was better for them to die for the laws of

their country, than to live so ingloriously.

§ 2. Now when those that were appointed by the king

were come to the village of Modiim, to compel the Jews
to do what was commanded, and enjoin those that were

there to offer sacrifice as the king had ordered, they

desired that Mattathias, a person of the highest repute

among them, both on other accounts and because of

his goodly family, would begin the sacrifice, because his

fellow citizens would follow his example, and because

such behaviour would make him honoured by the king.

But Mattathias said he would not do so, and if all

other nations obeyed the commands of Antiochus, either

' Now el-Medieh, about seven miles east of Lydda, and about sixteen

miles north-west of Jerusalem.
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out of fear or to please him, neither lie nor his sons would
leave the religious worship of their country. But when he
had ended his speech, one of the Jews came into the

midst, and sacrificed as Antiochus had commanded. At this

Mattathias had great indignation, and ran upon him with
his sons who had swords with them, and slew both the man
himself, and Apelles the king's general, who was trying to

compel them to sacrifice, and a few of his soldiers. He also

overthrew the altar, and cried out, " Whoever is zealous for

the laws of his country, and for the worship of God, let him
follow me." And when he had said this, he went into the

desert with his sons, and left all his property in the village.

Many others did the same also, and fled with their children

and wives into the desert, and dwelt in caves. Now when
the king's generals heard of this, they took all the soldiers

they then had in the citadel at Jerusalem, and pursued the

Jews into the desert ; and when they had overtaken them,
they first endeavoured to persuade them to repent, and to

choose what was most for their advantage, and not to put
them to the necessity of treating them according to martial

law. But as they would not listen to their persuasions, but
continued to be of a different mind, they attacked them on
the Sabbath-day, and burntthem as they were in their caves,

without their resisting, or even so much as stopping up the
entrances of the caves. And they abstained from defending
themselves on that day, because they were not willing tO'

break in upon the honour they owed the Sabbath even in

such an evil case, for our law requires us to rest upon that

day. There were about a thousand, with their wives and
children, who were smothered and died in those caves ; but
many escaped and joined themselves to Mattathias, and
appointed him to be their ruler. And he taught them to fight

even on the Sabbath-day, and told them, that unless they
would do so, they would become their own enemies, by
observing the law so rigorously, for their adversaries would
continue to assault them on that day, and if they would
not then defend themselves, nothing could prevent their all

perishing without fighting. This speech persuaded them.
And this ntle continues among us to this day, that if there be
necessity, we may fight on the Sabbath-days. So Matta-
thias got a great army about him, and overthrew the altars.
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and slew all those that broke the law that he could get in
his power, for many of them were dispersed among the
nations round about for fear of him. He also commanded
that those boys who were not yet circumcised should
be circumcised now, and he drove out of the country those
that were appointed to hinder their circumcision.

§ 3. But when he had ruled one year he fell very ill,

and called for his sons, and set them round about him,
and said, " my sons, I am going the way of all flesh,

a,nd I commend to you my resolution, and beseech you
not to be negligent in keeping it, but to be mindful of

the wish of him who begat you and brought you up, to

preserve the customs of your country, and to recover your
ancient polity, which is in danger of being upset, and not

to be seduced by those that betray it, either from their own
inclination, or out of necessity, but to be sons worthy of

me, and to be above all force and necessity, and so to dis-

pose your souls, as to be ready, if it shall be necessary, to

die for your laws, reflecting on this, that if Grod see that

you are so disposed he will not overlook you, but will

greatly value your virtue, and will restore to you again

what you have lost, and will give you back again that

freedom in which you shall live in security, and enjoy your

own customs. Your bodies are mortal and subject to fate,

but they receive a sort of immortality by the remembrance
of the actions they have done. And I would have you so

in love with this immortality, that you may pursue after

glory, and when you have undertaken the greatest things,

may not shrink from losing your lives. I exhort you
•especially to agree with one another, and in whatever

point any one of you exceeds another, to yield to him so

far, and so to reap the advantage of every one's own virtues.

Esteem then your brother Simon as your father, because

he is a man of extraordinary prudence, and be governed by

him in the counsels he gives you. Take Maccabseus for the

general of your army, because of his courage and strength,

for he will avenge your nation and repel your enemies.

Conciliate the righteous and religious, and so add to their

j)ower."

§ 4. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to his sons,

and had prayed to God to be their helper, and to restore to
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the people their former manner of life, he died soon after-

wards and was buried at Modiim/ all the people making
great lamentation for him. And his son Judas called

Maccaboeus took upon him the administration of affairs, in

the hundred and forty-sixth year : and by the ready assis-

tance of his brothers and others, drove their enemies out of

the country, and put those of their own country to death

who had transgressed their laws, and purified the land from
all pollution.

CHAP. VII.

Hoiv Judas overthrew the Forces of ApoUonius and Seron.

and hilled those Generals ; and how, when a little while

afterwards Lysias and Gorgias were beaten, he went vp to

Jerusalem and purified the Temple.

WHEN Apollonius, the general of the army of Samaria,

heard of this, he took his army, and marched against

Judas. And he met him, and joined battle with him, and
beat him, and slew many of his men, and among them.

Apollonius himself the general, whose sword (which he
happened to be wearing) he seized upon and kept for him-
self ; but he wounded more than he slew, and took a great

deal of spoil from the enemy's camp, and retired. But when
Seron, who was general of the army of Coele-Syria, heard
that many had joined themselves to Judas, and that he
had with him an army sufficient for fighting and making
war, he determined to march against him, thinking it

became him to endeavour to punish those that lawlessly

transgressed the king's injunctions. So he got together

as large an army as he was able, and joined to it the

fugitive and wicked Jews, and marched against Judas,
and advanced as far as Bethhoron," a village of Judsea, and
there pitched his camp. And there Judas met him, and
intended to offer battle, and when he saw that his soldiers.

' el-Medieh, thirteen miles west oi Beiiin, Bethel. See p. 339, note U
Beit ' Ur el-Foka.
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were loath to fight, because their number was small,
and because they wanted food, for they were fasting, he
encouraged them by telling them that victory and con-
quest of enemies was not derived from numbers but from
piety towards God ; and that they had the plainest proof
of this in their forefathers, who by their righteousness and
by exerting themselves on behalf of their laws and chil-

dren, had frequently conquered many ten thousands, for
innocence was a mighty force. By this speech he induced
his men to despise the multitude of the enemy, and to fall

upon Seron. And upon joining battle with him, he routed
the Syrians ; and as their general fell they all ran away
with speed, thinking flight their only chance of safety.

And he pursued them to the plain, and slew about eight
hundred of the enemy, and the rest escaped to the region
which lay near to the sea.

§ 2. When king Antiochus heard of these things, he was
very angry at what had happened, and got together all his

own army, and many mercenaries whom he took with him
from the islands, and made preparations to invade Judsea
about the beginning of the spring. But when, upon
his mustering his soldiers, he perceived that his treasury

was deficient, and that there was a want of money, (for all

the taxes had not been paid because of the insurrections of

the various nations, and he was so munificent and liberal

that his own revenues were not sufficient for him,) he
resolved first to go into Persia, and collect the taxes of

that country. So he left in command one whose name
was Lysias, who was in great repute with him, and
governor as far as the bounds of Egypt and Lower Asia
from the river Euphrates, with part of the forces and
elephants, and charged him to educate his son Antiochus
with all possible care until he came back, and to conquer
Judaea, and enslave its inhabitants, and utterly destroy

Jerusalem, and annihilate the whole nation. And when
king Antiochus had given these orders to Lysias, he went
into Persia, and in the himdred and forty-seventh year

crossed over the Euphrates, and went to the upper

satrapies.

§ 3. Upon this Lysias chose Ptolemy (the son of Dory-

menes) and Nicanor and Gorgias, very influential men
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among the king's friends, and delivered to them forty

thousand foot and seven thousand horse, and sent them
against Judaea. And they came as far as the city Emmaus,'
and pitched their camp in the plain. Auxiliaries also

came to them out of Syria and the country round about,

as also many of the fugitive Jews. And besides these came
some merchants to buy those that should be captured

(having fetters with them to bind those that should be
made prisoners), with the silver and gold which they
were to pay for their price. And when Judas saw their

camp, and how numerous the enemies were, he urged his

own soldiers to be of good courage, and exhorted them to

place their hopes of victory in Grod, and to make supplica-

tion to him clothed in sackcloth according to the custom
of their country, and to show their usual habit of sup-

plication in the greatest dangers, and so to prevail with
God to grant them the victory over their enemies. And
he set them in the ancient order of battle used by
their forefathers, under their captains of thousands and
commanders of divisions, and dismissed such as were
newly married, as well as those that had newly gained
possessions, that they might not fight in a cowardly
manner, from an inordinate love of life, in order to enjoy
those blessings. When he had thus marshalled his soldiers,

he encouraged them to fight by the following speech which
he made to them. " Comrades, no other time is more
necessary than the present for courage and contempt of

dangers ; for if you now fight manfully you may recover

your liberty, which, as it is a thing for itself agreeable to

all men, so to us it proves much more desirable, by its

affording us the power of worshii^ping God. Since then
you are in such a case at present, that you must either re-

cover that liberty, and so regain a happy and blessed wav
of living, which is that according to our laws and the cus-

toms of our country, or submit to the most ignoble suffer-

ings, nor will any seed of your nation remain if you play
the part of cowards in this battle, fight manfully. And
reflecting that you must die though you do not fight, and
believing that besides such glorious rewards as those of the
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liberty of your country, your laws, and your religion, you
shall obtain everlasting glory, prepare yourselves and re-

solve to be ready to fight with the enemy as soon as it is

day to-morrow morning."

§ 4. This was the speech which Judas made to encourage
his army. And when the enemy sent Grorgias, with five

thousand foot and one thousand horse to surprise Judas by
night, with certain of the fugitive Jews as guides for that

purpose, the son of Mattathias heard of it, and resolved

to fall upon the enemies in their camp, now their forces

were divided. When he had therefore supped in good time,

and had left many fires in his camp, he marched all night
to the enemy who were at Emmaus. Now as Gorgias
found no enemy in their camp, he suspected that they had
retreated and hidden themselves among the mountains,
and resolved to go and seek wherever they were. But
about daybreak Judas appeared to the enemy at Emmaus,
with only three thousand men, and those ill-armed by
reason of their poverty, and though he saw the enemy
very well and skilfully fortified in their camp, he en-

couraged the Jews, and exhorted them to fight though
mth ill-armed bodies, for God had sometimes of old

given such men strength, and that against such as were

more numerous and better armed to boot, in delight at

their great courage. Then he commanded the trumpeters

to sound for the battle, and by thus falling upon the enemy
when they did not expect it, and so alarming and dis-

maying their minds, he slew many of those that resisted,

and went on pursuing the rest as far as Gadara^ and the

plains of Idumsea" and Azotus ^ and Jamnia ;
* and of these

there fell about three thousand. And Judas exhorted his

soldiers not to be too desirous of spoil, for they must still

have a contest and battle with Gorgias and the forces that

were with him : but when they had once overcome them,

then they might securely plunder the camp, because they

were the only enemies remaining, and they expected no

others. And just as he was saying this to his soldiers,

Gorgias' men looked down from a hill at the army which

^ Umm Keis.
' The southern portion of the plain of Philistia.

3 Esdui. * Yebnah.
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they had left in their camp, and saw that it was routed,,

and the camp burnt ; for the smoke that arose from it

showed them what had happened, even though they were
a great way off. When therefore those that were with
Gorgias understood that things were in this posture, and
perceived that those that were with Judas were ready to
fight them, they also were panic-struck, and turned to
flight; and now Judas having beaten Gorgias' soldiers

without fighting, returned and seized on the spoil. He took
a great quantity of gold and silver, and purple and blue
raiment, and returned home with joy, singing hymns to

God for this success ; for this victory contributed not a little

to the recovery of their liberty.

§ 5. But Lysias was confounded at the defeat of the
army which he had sent out, and the next year he got
together sixty thousand chosen foot, and five thousand
horse, and invaded Judaea, and went up to the hill-country
near Bethsura,' a village of Judaea, and pitched his camp
there. And Judas met him there with ten thousand men,
and when he saw the great number of the enemies, he
prayed to God that he would assist him, and joined battle
with the advanced guard of the enemy, and beat them, and
slew about five thousand of them, and so caused panic
in the rest of the army. Lysias indeed observing the great
spirit of the Jews, and that they were prepared to die
rather than lose their liberty, and being afraid of their
desperate valour as real strength, took the rest of his ai-my
back with him, and returned to Antioch, where he stayed
to enlist foreigners in his service, and made preparations
to invade Judaea with a greater army.

§ 6. And now that the generals of Antiochus' armies
had been beaten so often, Judas assembled the people
together, and told them, that after these many victories

which God had given them, they ought to go up to Jeru-
salem, and purify the temple, and offer the customary
sacrifices. And as soon as he with the whole multitude
had come to Jerusalem, and found the temple deserted, and
its gates burnt down, and weeds growing in the temple on
account of its desertion, he and those that were with him

^ Biit Sur, four miles north of Hebron.
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began to lament, being quite confounded at tie sigiit of the
temple. And lie picked out some of his soldiers, and gave
them order to fight against the guards that occupied the
citadel, until he should have purified the temple. And
when he had carefidly purged it, he brought in new
vessels, as the candlestick, the table of show-bread, and
the altar of incense, which were made of gold, and hung
up veils at the doors, and added doors. He also demo-
lished the altar, and built a new one of stones that he
gathered together, not hewn with iron. And on the five-

and-twentieth day of the month Chasleu, which the Mace-
donians call Apellseus, they lighted the lamps that were on
the candlestick, and offered incense upon the altar of in-

cense, and laid loaves upon the table of show-bread, and
offered burnt-offerings upon the new altar. Now it so fell

out, that these things were done on the very day on which
their divine worship had ceased, and been changed to a
profane and common use, three years before, for the
temple that had been made desolate by Antiochus con-

tinued so for three years. This desolation happened to the
temple in the hundred and forty-fifth year, on the twenty-

fifth day of the month Apellseus, and in the hundred and
fifty-third Olympiad : and it was dedicated anew on the

same day, the twenty-fifth of the month Apellseus, in the

hundred and forty-eighth year, and in the hundred and
fifty-fourth Olympiad. And this desolation came to pass

according to the prophecy of Daniel, which was -given four

hundred and eight years before ; for he declared that the

Macedonians would stop the temple worship.

§ 7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restora-

tion of the temple sacrifices for eight days, and omitted

no sort of pleasure, but feasted the people upon the very

rich and splendid sacrifices, and honoured God, and de-

lighted the people by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were

so very glad at the revival of their national customs after

a long time of intermission, now that they had unex-

pectedly regained the freedom of their worship, that they

made it a law for their posterity, that they should keep a.

festival for eight days on account of the restoration of

their temple worship. And from that time to this we
celebrate this festival, and call it " Lights." I suppose
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the reason was, because this liberty appeared to us beyond
our hopes, and hence the name was given to the festival.

Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city, and
reared towers of great height against the incursions of

enemies, and set guards therein. He also fortified the city

of Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any
emergency caused by the enemies.

CHAP. VIII.

How Judas subdued the Nations round about ; and how
Simon beat the People of Tyre and Ptolemais ; and hoiv

Judas overcame Timotheus, and forced him to flee aivay,

and did many other things, after Joseph and Azarias had
been beaten.

§1-

WHEN these things had taken jslace, the nations round
about the Jews were very uneasy at the revival of

their power and strength, and rose up and destroyed manj^
of them, gaining advantage over them by laying snares

for them, and plotting against them. Judas had perpetual
wars with these nations, and endeavoured to restrain

them from their incursions, and to prevent the mischiefs

they did to the Jews. So he fell upon the Idumseans, the
posterity of Esau, at Acrabatene,^ and slew a great many
of them, and toot their spoil. He also invested and
besieged the sons of Baanus, who had laid ambush for the

Jews, and burnt their towers, and slew the men that were
on them. After this he marched against the Ammonites,
who had a great and a numerous army, of which Timo-
theus was the commander. And when he had subdued
them, he seized on their city Jazor," and took their wives
and children captives, and burnt the city, and then re-

turned to Judsea. But when the neighbouring nations
heard that he had returned, they mustered together in

^ I'robably the same place as the ' ascent of Akrabbim ' of Josh.
XV. 3.

^ The Jazor, probably Khurhet Sur, west oi'Amman, Philadelphia.
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great numbers in the land of Grilead against tlie Jews
that were on their borders. And they fled to the fortress

of Dathema,' and sent to Judas to inform him that Timo-
theus was endeavouring to take the place where they had
fled. And as their letters were being read, there came
other messengers out of G-alilee, who informed him that
the inhabitants of Ptolemais and Tyre and Sidon, and
the strange nations in G-alilee, had concentrated their

forces.

§ 2. Then Judas, considering what was best to be
done with relation to the urgency of both these cases,

ordered Simon his brother to take three thousand picked

men, and go to the assistance of the Jews in Gralilee, while

he and another of his brothers, Jonathan, marched into

the land of Grilead with eight thousand soldiers. And he
left Joseph (the son of Zacharias) and Azarias over the

rest of the forces : and charged them to guard Judaea very

carefully, and to fight no battles with anyone until his

return. Simon accordingly went into G-alilee, and fought

the enemy, and put them to flight, and pursued them to

the gates of Ptolemais, and slew about three thousand of

them, and took the spoil of those that were slain, and
rescued those Jews who had been taken prisoners, and their

baggage, and then returned home.

§ 3. As for Judas Maccabaeus and his brother Jonathan,,

they crossed over the river Jordan, and when they had
gone Ihree days' journey further they met the Nabatseans,.

who came to meet them peaceably, and told them how
affairs -within the land of G-ilead stood, and how many of

them were in distress, and driven into the garrisons and
cities of Gilead, and exhorted him to make haste to go

against the foreigners, and to endeavour to save his own
coimtrymen out of their hands. To this Judas hearkened,

and returned into the wilderness, and fell first upon the

inhabitants of Bosorra,^ and took the city, and beat the in-

habitants, and slew all the males and all that were able to

fight, and burnt the city. Nor did he stop even when night

came on, but he pushed on to the garrison where the Jews
happened to be invested, and where Timotheus lay round

the place -with his army, and Judas reached the city in the

1 Eemlheh. ^ Bosorra, Bozrah, Btisrah.
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morning ; and when lie found that the enemy were just

making an assault upon the walls, and that some of them
were bringing ladders, by which they might get upon the

walls, and others engines to batter them down, he bade
the trumpeter sound his trumpet, and encouraged his

soldiers cheerfully to undergo dangers for their brethren

and kindred ; he also divided his army into three, and fell

upon the rear of the enemies. And when Timotheus' men
perceived that it was Maccabaeus that was iipou them, of

whose courage and success in war they had formerly had
sufficient experience, they turned to flight ; but Judas fol-

lowed them close with his army, and slew about eight

thousand of them. He then turned aside to a city of the

foreigners called Malle, and took it, and slew all the males,

and burnt the city itself. He then removed from thence,

andoverthrew Chasphom,' and Bosor,^ andmany other cities

in the land of Gilead.

§ 4. And not long after this, Timotheus got together

a great army, and took others as auxiliaries, and in-

duced some of the Arabians for pay to join him in his

expedition, and went with his army beyond the brook over

against the city of Eaphon.^ And he exhorted his soldiers,

if it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight courageously,

and to prevent their crossing over the brook : for he told

them beforehand, " if they come over it, we shall be
beaten." And when Judas heard that Timotheus prepared
himself to fight, he took all his own army, and marched in

haste against the enemy, and when he had crossed over the
brook, he fell upon the enemies, and some of them met
him, whom he slew, and others of them he so terrified, that
he compelled them to throw down their arms and flee

;

and some of them escaped, others fled to what was called

the temple at Carnaia,^ in hopes of preserving themselves
;

but Judas took the city and slew them, and burnt the
temple, and so contrived several ways of destroying the
enemies.

§ 5. When he had done this and gathered all the Jews

' The Casphon of 1 Mace. r. 26, not identified.
^ Busr el-Hariri, five miles S.E. of Edrei.
' Possibly Rafeh.
•" Ashteroth Karnaim, Tell 'Asherah.
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in Gilead together, with their children and wives and the
substance that belonged to them, his intention was to bring
them back into Judsea. An^d as soon as he was come to a
certain city, whose name was Ephron,^ that lay upon the
road, (and as it was not possible for him to go any other
way, so he was not willing to go back again,) he sent to the
inhabitants, and desired that they woiild open their gates,

and permit them to go on their way through the city, for

they had stopped up the gates with stones, and cut ofE

their passage through it. But as the inhabitants of
Ejjhron would not listen to him, he encouraged those that
were with him, and encompassed the city round, and
besieged it, and lying round it day and night took the city,

and slew every male in it, and burnt it all down, and so

obtained a way through it ; and the multitude of those that
were slain was so great, that they went over their dead
bodies. They then crossed over the Jordan, and arrived at

the great plaia, situate over against which is the city of

Bethshan,^ which is called by the G-reeks Scythopolis.^ And
marching on from thence, they came into Judsea, singing
psalms and hymns as they went, and indulging such tokens
of mirth as are usual in triumphs. They also offered

thank-offerings, both for their success, and the preser-

vation of their army, for not one of the Jews was slain in

these battles.

§ 6. But as to Joseph (the son of Zacharias) and Azarias,

whom Judas left in command of the rest of the forces at

the time when Simon was in Galilee fighting against the

people of Ptolemais, and Judas himself and his brother
Jonathan were in the land of Gilead, they also wished to

get the glory of being fine generals, so they took the army
that was Tinder their command, and went to Jamnia.
There Gorgias, the general at Jamnia,'' met them, and upon
joining battle with him, they lost two thousand of their

army, and fled away, and were pursued to the very borders

' Not identified. " Beisan.
' The reason why Bethshan was called ' Soythopolis,' is well known

from Herodotus, Booki. ch. 103, and Syncellus,p.214, that the Scythians,

when they orerran Asia, in the days of Josiah, seized on this city, and
kept it as long as they continued in Asia, from which time it obtained

the name of ' Scythopolis,' or the ' city of the Scythians.'—W.
* I'ebnah.
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of Judaea. And this reverse befell them from their dis-

obedience to the injunction Judas had given them, not to-

fight with anyone before his return. For besides the rest

of Judas' sagacious counsels, one may well admire this

concerning the reverse that befell the forces commanded by
Joseph and Azarias, which he understood would happen, if

they broke any of the injunctions he had given them. But
Judas and his brothers did not leave off fighting with the

Idumseans, but pressed them hard on all sides, and took

from them the city of Hebron, and demolished all its fortifi-

cations, and set all its towers on fire, and ravaged the

country of the foreigners, and took the city of Marissa,*

They went also to Azotus,^ and captured it, and laid it

waste, and took away a great deal of the spoil and prey

that were in it, and returned to Judaea.

CHAP. IX.

The Death of Antiochus Epiphanes. How Antiochus Eupator
fought against Judas, and besieged him in the Temple, and
afterwards made Peace with him and departed. Of
Alcimus and Onias.

§1-

ABOUT this time king Antiochus, as he was going
through his upper provinces, heard that there was a

very rich city in Persia, called Elymais,^ and a very
rich temple of Artemis therein, full of all sorts of votive

offerings, as also weapons and breastplates, which, he found
upon inquiry, had been left there by Alexander, the son
of Philip, king of Macedon. And being incited by this

news, he set out for Elymais, and assaulted it, and besieged

it. But as those that were in it were not terrified at his

assault, nor at his siege, btit opposed him very courageously,

he was baffled in his hope, for they drove him away from
the city, and went out and pursued after him, insomuch

' Mareshah of Josh. xt. 44. Kh. Mer'ash, neai- Beit Jibrln, Eleu-
theropolis.

^ EsdHd.
' There was no town called Eljmais, jiossibly Ecbatana is intended.
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that he fled away as far as Babylon, and lost many of his

army. And when he was grieving for this disappointment,
some persons told him of the defeat of his commanders
whom he had left behind to fight with the Jews, and what
strength the Jews had already got. When the concern

about these aifairs was added to the former, he was con-

founded, and from the anxiety he was in fell into an ill-

ness which lasted a great while, and his pains increased

upon him, so at length he perceived that he should
die, and called his friends to him, and told them, that his

illness was severe, and confessed also that this calamity

was sent upon him for the miseries he had brought upon
the Jewish nation, in plundering their temple, and despis-

ing their god : and when he had said this, he gave up the

ghost. So one may wonder at Polybius of Megalopolis,

though otherwise a good man, saying that " Autiochus

died because he purposed to plunder the temple of Artemis

in Persia," for the purposing to do a thing, and not actually

doing it, is not worthy of punishment. But if Polybius

could think that Autiochus lost his life on that account, it

is much more pi'obable that the king died on account of his

sacrilegious plundering of the temple at Jerusalem. But I

shall not contend about this matter with those who think

that the cause assigned by Polybius of Megalopolis is

nearer the truth than that assigned by us.

§ 2. However this may be, Autiochus, before he died,

called for Philii), who was one of his companions, and made
him the regent of his kingdom, and gave him his diadem

and royal robes and ring, and charged him to carry

them and deliver them to his son Autiochus, and desired

him to take care of his education, and to preserve the king-

dom for him. Autiochus died in the hundred and forty

and ninth year : and Lysias declared his death to the mul-

titude, and ajspointed his son Autiochus to be king, (for he

had the care of him,) and called him Eupator.^

§ 3. At this time the garrison in the citadel at Jerusalem

and the Jewish fugitives did a great deal of harm to the

Jews : for the soldiers in the garrison used to sally out

upon the sudden, and kill such as were going up to the

' Antiochus V., Eupator, succeeded his father, whilst still a child, in

164 B.C.

II. A A
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temple to offer their sacrifices, for this citadel commanded
the temple. When this had often happened, Judas resolved

to destroy that garrison, so he got all the people together,

and vigorously besieged those that were in the citadel.

This was the hundred and fiftieth year of the dominion of

the Seleucidae. So he made engines of war, and threw up
earthworks, and tried hard to take the citadel : but not a
few of the fugitives who were in the place went out by
night into the country, and got together some other wicked
men like themselves, and went to Antioehus the king, and
begged of him, that he would not suffer them to continue in

the great hardships they underwent from those of their own
nation, and that on his father's account, because they had
left the religious worship of their fathers, and adopted that

which he had commanded them to follow. They said also

that there was danger that the citadel, and those ap-

pointed to garrison it by the king, would be taken by
Judas and those that were with him, unless he sent them
succours. When Antioehus, who was but a boy, heard
this, he was angry, and sent for his captains and friends,

and ordered that they should get an army of mercenaries
together, and such men also from his own kingdom as

were of an age fit for war. And an army was collected

together of about a hundred thousand foot, and twenty
thousand horse, and thirty-two elephants.

§ 4. So the king took this army, and marched from
Antioch with Lysias, who had the command of the whole
force, and came to Idumsea, and thence went up to Beth-
sura,' a city that was strong and not to be taken without
great difficulty, and sat dovm before the city, and besieged
it. And as the inhabitants of Bethsura ' courageously op-
posed him, and sallied out upon him, and burnt his engines
of war, a great deal of time was spent in the siege. But
when Judas heard of the king's coming, he raised the siege

of the citadel, and met the king, and pitched his camp at a
certain pass, at a place called Bethzachariah,^ at the dis-

tance of seventy furlongs from the enemy ; and the king
soon drew his forces away from Bethsura, and brought
them to that pass. And as soon as it was day, he put his

men in battle array, and made his elephants follow one
' Beit SHr. ' Beit SMHa, nine miles north o( Beit SHr.
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another through the narrow pass, for they could not go
abreast. Now round every elephant there were a thousand
foot, and five hundred horse ; and the elephants had high
towers and archers on their backs. And he made the
rest of his army go up the mountains on each side, and
put his friends in the van, and ordered the army to shout
aloud, and so attacked the enemy. He also exposed to
sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a glorious
splendour emanated from them; and when the army
shouted, the mountains echoed again. When Judas saw
this, he was not terrified, but received the enemy with
great courage, and slew about six hundred of the front
ranks. And when his brother Eleazar, whom they called
Auran, saw the tallest of the elephants armed with royal
breastplates, supposing that the king was upon it, he
attacked it with great bravery. He also slew many of
those that were round the elephant, and scattered the rest,

and then went under the belly of the elephant, and smote
it, and slew it, but the elephant fell upon Eleazar, and by
its weight crushed him to death. And thus did Eleazar
come to his end, when he had first courageously destroyed
many of his enemies.

§ 5. Then Judas, seeing the strength of the enemy, re-

tired to Jerusalem, and prepared to endure a siege. As
for Antiochus, he sent part of his army to Bethsura to be-
siege it, and with the rest of his army marched to Jeru-
salem. And the inhabitants of Bethsura were terrified at
his strength, and seeing that their provisions grew scarce,

they delivered themselves up on the security of oaths, that
they should suffer no harsh treatment from the king. And
when Antiochus had thus taken the city, he did them no
other harm than sending them out unarmed. He also

placed a garrison of his own in the city. But as for

the temple of Jerusalem, he besieged it a long time, for

those within bravely defended it, for whatever engines

the king set against them, they counter-contrived other

engines. But at last their provisions failed them, the

fruits of the ground they had laid up were spent, and
the land not being tilled that year continued unsown,
because it was the seventh year, on which, by our laws, we
were obliged to let it lie uncultivated. And so many of
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the besieged deserted for want of necessaries, that only a

few were left in the temple.

§ 6. Such happened to be the circumstances of those

who were besieged in the temple. But when Lysias,

the general of the army, and Antiochus the king, were in-

formed that Philip was marching upon them from Persia,

and was endeavouring to get the ma^nagement of public

affairs to himself, they determined to raise the siege, and
march against Philip, yet did they resolve not to let this

be known to the soldiers nor to the officers, but the king
commanded Lysias to speak openly to the soldiers and the

officers, without saying a word about the affair of Philip,

and to intimate to them, that the siege would be very long,

that the place was very strong, that they were already

short of provisions, that many affairs of the kingdom
wanted regulation, and that it was much better to make a
league with the besieged, and to become friends of the

whole nation, by permitting them to observe the laws of

their fathers, since they broke out into this war only
because they were deprived of them, and to return home.
When Lysias had spoken thus to them, both the army and
officers were pleased with the resolution.

§ 7. So the king sent to Judas, and to those that were
besieged with him, and promised to give them peace, and
to peitnit them to make use of and live according to the

laws of their fathers. And they gladly received his pro-

posals, and when they had taken security upon oath for

their performance, they evacuated the temple. But when
Antiochus went into it, and saw how strong the place

was, he broke his oaths, and ordered his army that was
there to raze the walls to the ground, and when he had done
so he retiirned to Antioch : he also took with him Onias
the high priest, who was also called Menelaus : for Lysias
advised the king to slay Menelaus, if he would have the
Jews be quiet and cause him no further disturbance, for

he had been the origin of all the mischief by persuading
his father to compel the Jews to leave the religion of their

fathers : so the king sent Menelaus to Beroea,' a city in

Syria, and there had him put to death, when he had been
high priest ten years. He had been a wicked and im-

' Aleppo.
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pious man, and, in order to get the government to him-
self, had compelled his nation to transgress their laws.

After the death of Menelaus, Alcimus, who was also called

Jacimus, was made high priest. But when kiag Antiochus
found that Philip had already usurped the government, he
made war against him, and beat him, and took him and
slew him. Now, as to Onias, the son of the high priest,

who, as I before said, was left a child when his father died,

when he saw that the king had slain his uncle Mene-
laus, and given the high priesthood to Alcimus, who was
not of the stock of the high priests, being induced by Lysias

to transfer that dignity from his family to another house,

he fled to Ptolemy king of Egypt ;
^ and being held in great

esteem by him and his wife Cleopatra, he asked and
obtained a place in the district of Heliopolis,^ wherein he
built a temple like that at Jerusalem. But of these things

I shall hereafter give an account in a place more proper

for it.

CHAP. X.

B.OW Bacchicles, the General of Demetrius' Army, made an
Expedition against Judcea, and returned without success

;

and how Nicanor was sent a little afterwards against

Judas, and perished, together with his Army ; as also

concerning the Death of Alcimus, and the Succession of

Judas.

§1-

ABOUT the same time, Demetrius,' the son of Seleucus,

fled away from Rome, and took TripoUs, a city of

Syria, and set the diadem on his own head. He also

gathered together certain mercenary soldiers, and entered

the kingdom, and was joyfully received by all, who de-

livered themselves up to him. And when they had taken

' Ptolemy "V., Epiphanes, 203-181 B.C. His wife was a daughter of

Antiochus the Great.
- To the N.E. of Cairo. Possibly Tell el-Yefiudi.

3 Demetrius I., Soter, son of Seleucus Philopator, and grandson of

Antiochus the Great, was the rightful heir to the throne which had

been usurped by Antiochus Epiphanes. He reigned 162-150 B.C.
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Antiochus, the king, and Lysias, they brought them to

him alive ; both of whom were immediately put to death
by the command of Demetrius, when Antiochus had reigned
two years, as I have already related elsewhere. And now
many of the wicked Jewish fugitives came together to him,
and with them Alcimus the high priest, who accused the

whole nation, and particularly Judas and his brothers, and
said, that they had slain all his friends, and that those in

the kingdom that were of his party, and waited for his

return, were put to death by them ; and that these men
had ejected them out of their own country, and caused
them to be sojourners in a foreign land ; and they desired

that he would send one of his own friends, and ascertain

through him what mischief Judas' party had done.

§ 2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and sent Bac-
chides, a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, an able man, and
one that had been intrusted with aU Mesopotamia, and
gave him an army, and committed Alcimus the high priest

to his care, and ordered him to slay Judas and those that

were with him. So Bacehides set out from Antioch with
his army, and when he was come into Judaea, he sent to

Judas and his brothers to treat on friendship and peace,

for he had a mind to take him by treachery. But Judas
did not believe in him, for he saw that he came with an
army such as men do not bring when they come to make
peace, but only when they come to make war. However,
some of the people crediting what Bacehides caused to be
proclaimed, and supposing they should undergo no great

harm from Alcimus, who was their countryman, went over
to them, and when they had received oaths from both
of them, that neither they themselves, nor those of the
same views, should come to any haim, they trusted them-
selves with them. But Bacehides troubled not himself
about the oaths he had taken, but slew threescore of them,
although by not keeping his faith with those that first went
over to him he deterred all the rest who intended to go over
to him from doing so. And when he was gone out of Jeru-
salem, and was at the village called Bethzetho,' he sent and
arrested many of the deserters, and some of the people

' The Bezeth of 1 Jlacc. vii. 19. Either the Mount of Olives or
Bezetha.
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also, and slew them all, and enjoined all that lived lq the
country to submit to Alcimus, whom he left there, with
some part of the army, that he might be able to keep the
country in obedience, and returned to Antioch to king
Demetrius.

§ 3. Then Alcimus wishing to have his power more
firmly assured, and perceiving, that if he could make
the people his friends, he would govern with greater

security, ingratiated himself with all by kiud words, and
carried himself to everybody in an agreeable and pleasant

manner, by which means he soon got a great body of men
and an army about him, although the greater part of them
were wicked and deserters. With these, whom he used as

his servants and soldiers, he went aU over the country, and
slew all that he could find of Judas' party. And when
Judas saw that Alcimus was already become great, and
had destroyed many of the good and holy men of the

nation, he also went all over the country, and destroyed

those that were of the other's party. And when Alcimus
saw that he was not able to oppose Judas, but was unequal
to him in strength, he resolved to apply to king Demetrius
for assistance ; so he went to Antioch, and exasperated him
against Judas, accusing him of having suffered a good

deal at his hands, and saying that he would do more mis-

chief unless he were prevented, and brought to punish-

ment, by a powerful force being sent against him.

§ 4. Then Demetrius, being already of opinion that it

would be a thing injurious to his own interest to overlook

Judas, now he was become so great, sent against him.

Nicanor, the most affectionate and faithful of aU his friends

{for it was hewho fled away with him from the city of Eome),

and also gave him as large a force as he thought sufficient

to conquer Judas, and bade him not spare the nation at all.

Now when Nicanor was come to Jerusalem, he resolved

not to fight Judas immediately, but judged it better to

get liim into his power by treachery, so he sent him a

message of peace, and said there was no necessity for them
to fight and hazard themselves, and he would pledge him
his oath that he would do him no harm, for he only

came with some friends, in order to let him know what

kins Demetrius' intentions were, and what his views about
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their nation. When Nicanor delivered this message,
Judas and his brothers listened to him, suspecting no
deceit, and gave him assurances of friendship, and received

Nicanor and his army. But while he was greeting Judas,
and they were talking together, he gave a certain signal

to liis soldiers to seize Judas ; but he perceived the
treachery, and ran back to his own soldiers and fled away
with them. And upon this discovery of his purpose, and the
trap laid for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open war
upon him, and gathered his army together, and made pre-

parations for fighting him, and on joining battle with him
at a certain village called Capharsalama,' he beat him, and
forced him to flee to the citadel which was in Jerusalem.

§ 5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel to

the temple, some of the priests and elders met him and
saluted him ; and showed him the sacrifices which they
said they were offering to God for the king : upon
which he blasphemed, and threatened, unless the people
delivered up Judas to him, to pull down the temple
on his return. And when he had thus threatened, he
departed from Jerusalem, but the priests fell into tears

for grief at what he said, and besought God to deliver

them from their enemies. Now Nicanor, when he was
gone from Jerusalem, and was at a certain village called

Bethhoron," pitched his camp there, another army from
Syria having joined him : and Judas pitched his camp at

Adasa,'^ another village thirty furlongs from Bethhoron,
having with him no more than a thousand soldiers. And
when he had encouraged them not to be dismayed at the
multitude of their enemies, nor to regard how many they
were against whom they were going to fight, but to con-
sider who they themselves were, and for what rewards
they hazarded themselves, and to attack the enemy cou-
rageously, he led them out to fight, and joining battle
with Nicanor, overcame the enemy after a severe fight,

and slew many of them ; and at last Meaner himself fell

fighting gloriously. Upon his fall his army did not stay,

but having lost their general turned to flight and threw
down their arms ; and Judas pursued them, and slew

' Not identified. 'Beit 'Dr.
' Kh. 'Adase/i, eight miles south of Jm/jm, Gophna.
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them
; and gave notice to the neighbouring villages by the

sound of the trumpets that he had conquered the enemy.
And when ihe inhabitants heard the trumpets they put on
their armour quickly, and met their enemies as they were
running away, and slew them, insomuch that not one of
them escaped out of this battle, and there were ninethousand
of them. This victory happened to fall on the thirteenth
day of that month, which is by the Jews called Adar, and
by the Macedonians Dystrus ; and the Jews celebrate this

victory every year thereon, and esteem the day as a
festival. After this the Jewish nation was for a while
free from wars, and enjoyed peace, but afterwards it re-

turned to its former state of wars and perils.

§ 6. And now, as the high priest Alcimus meant
to pull down the wall of the sanctuary, which had been
there of old time and had been built by the holy prophets,
he was smitten suddenly by Grod, and fell down speechless

upon the ground, and after undergoing torments for several

days, he at length died, when he had been high priest four
years. And when he was dead, the people bestowed the
high priesthood on Judas, who hearing of the power of the
Romans, and that they had conquered in war Galatia and
Iberia and Carthage in Libya, and that besides these they
had subdued Greece, and the kiags Perseus and Philip and
Antiochus the Great, resolved to enter into a league of

friendship with them. He therefore sent to Home two of

his friends, Eupolemus the son of John, and Jason the son
of Eleazar, and by them begged the Eomans to assist them
and be their friends, and to write to Demetrius not to fight

against the Jews. And the senate received the ambassa-
dors that came from Judas to Rome, and discussed with
them the errand on which they came, and granted them a
league of assistance. They also made a decree concerning

it, and sent a copy of it into Judsea. It was also laid up
in the Capitol, and engraven on tables of brass. The
decree itself was as follows. " The decree of the senate

concerning a league of assistance and friendship with the

nation of the Jews. It shall not be lawful for any that are

subject to the Eomans to make war against the nation of the

Jews, nor to assist those that do so either with corn or ships

or money. And if any people attack the Jews, the Eomans
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shall assist them to the utmost of their power. Again, if

any people attack the Romans, the Jews shall assist them.
And if the Jews have a mind to add anything to, or with-
draw anything from, this league of assistance, it shall be
done with the common consent of the people of the Romans.
And whatever addition shall thus be made shall be of force."

This decree was written by Eupolemus the son of John, and
by Jason the son of Eleazar, when Judas was high priest of

the nation, and his brother Simon general of the army.
And thus came about the first league between the Romans
and the Jews.

CHAP. XI.

How Bacchides was again sent out against Judas ; and how
Judas fell fighting courageously.

§1-
.NOW when Demetrius was informed of the death of

Nicanor, and of the destruction of the army that was
with him, he sent Bacchides again with an army into
Judaea, who set out from Antioch, and came into Judaea,
and pitched his camp at Arbela,' a city of Galilee, and
having besieged and taken those that were in caves there ^

(for many of the people had fled to them), he removed
from thence and made all the haste he could to Jerusa-
lem. And when he learned that Judas had pitched his
camp at a certain village whose name was Bethzetho,' he
hurried up against him his army consisting of twenty thou-
sand foot and two thousand horse. Now Judas had no more
soldiers than one thousand.* When these saw the number of
Bacchides' men they were afraid, and left their camp, and

' Irbid, west of the Sea of Galilee.

^ The oaves in the Wudy Hammdm. below Irbid.

^ In 1 Mace. ix. 4, Berea, probably Bireh. north of .Jerusalem.
* That Josephus' copy had here not 1,000 but 3,000, with 1 Mace.

ix. 5, is very plain, because though the main part ran away at first even
in Josephus, as well as in 1 Mace. ix. 6, yet, as there, so here, 800
are said to have remained with Judas, which would be absurd, if the
whole number had been no more than 1,000.

—

W.
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fled away, all but eight hundred. Now though {Judas

was deserted by his own soldiers, and the enemy pressed

him hard and gave him no time to gather his army toge-

ther, he was disposed to fight with Bacchides' army,

though he had but eight hundred men with him ; so he

exhorted these men to undergo the danger courageously,

and encouraged them to attack the enemy. And when
they said they were not able to fight so great an army,

and advised that they should retire now and save them-

selves, and that when he had got all his men together,

he should then fall upon the enemy afterwards, his answer

was this :
" Let not the sun ever see such a thing as that

I should show my back to the enemy ; and even though

this be the time that will bring me to my end, and I must
die in this battle, I will rather stand to it courageously,

and bear whatever comes, than by now running away
bring reproach upon my former exploits, and tarnish their

glory." This was the speech he made to those who
remained with him, whereby he encouraged them to attack

the enemy.

§ 2. Then Bacchides led his army out of their camp,

and put them in battle array. He set the horse on both

the wings, and posted the light soldiers and archers in

front of "the whole line, and stationed himself on the right

wing. Andwhen he had thus put his army in order of battle,

and was going to engage with the enemy, he commanded
the trumpeter to give a signal of battle, and the army to

make a shout and to fall on the enemy. And when Judas

had done the same, he joined battle with them, and both

sides fought valiantly, and the battle continued till sunset,

when Judas noticed "that Bacchides and the strongest part

of the army was on the right wing, so he I took the most

courageous men with him, and ran upon that part of the

army,' and fell upon those that were there, and broke their

ranks, wedging himself into the middle, and forced them

to run away, and pursued them as far as a mountain

called Aza.' But when those on the left wing saw that the

rioht wing was routed, theyhemmed Judas in and pursued

him, and came behind him, and got him in the middle of

1 The ' Mount Azotus ' of 1 Mace. ix. 15-18. Apparently the hill of

Bir ez-Zeit, neai- Jufna, Gophna.
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their army ; so not being able to fly, but surrounded by
enemies, he stood still, and he and those that were with

him fought desperately, and when he had slain a great

many of those that came against him, he was at last

wounded and fell, and gave up the ghost, and died in a

way worthy of his former famous actions. When Judas
had fallen, those that were with him had no one whom
they could look to, so when they saw themselves deprived

of such a general, they fled. But Simon and Jonathan,

Judas' brothers, received his dead body from the enemy
under a truce, and carried it to the village of Modiim,
where their father had been buried, and there they buried

him, and the people lamented for him niany days, and per-

formed the usual solemn funeral rites. And this was the end
of Judas, a noble man and great warrior, and mindful of the

commands of his father Mattathias, who endured all

things, both in doing and suffering, for the liberty of his

countrymen. And his character being so excellent, he left

behind him a glorious reputation and memory by gaining

freedom for his nation, and delivering them from slavery

under the Macedonians. And when he had retained the

high-priesthood three years, he died.

BOOK XIII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF EIGHTT-TWO TEAKS.
FEOM THE DEATH OP JUDAS MACCAB.a;TJS TO THE DEATH
OF QITEEN ALEXANDRIA.

CHAP. I.

How Jonathan took the Government after his brother Judas,

and ivith his brother Simon ivaged War against Bacohides.

§1-

HOWthe nation of the Jews recovered their freedom when
they had been brought into slavery by the Macedo-

nians, and how many and great struggles their general
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Judas went through, till he was slain fighting for them,
has been related in the previous book ; but after he was
dead, all the wicked, and those that transgressed the laws
of their forefathers, sprung up again in Judaea, and
flourished, and distressed them on every side. A famine
also assisted their wickedness and afCLicted the country,

till not a few, by reason of their want of necessaries, and
because they were not able to bear up against the miseries

that both the famine and their enemies brought upon
them, deserted to the Macedonians. And now Bacchides

gathered those Jews together who had apostatized from
the way of living of their forefathers, and chose to live like

other nations, and committed the care of the country to

them. And they arrested the friends of Judas, and those of

party, and delivered them up to Bacchides, who, when he

had first tortured and tormented them at his pleasure, by
that means at last killed them. And when this misery of

the Jews had become so great, that they had never expe-

rienced the like since their return from Babylon, those

that remained of the companions of Judas, seeing the

nation perishing miserably, went to his brother Jonathan,

and begged that he would imitate his brother and the care

which he took of his countrymen, for whose general liberty

he died, and that he would not let the nation be without

a leader, especially in its i^resent ruin. And when Jona-

than said that he was ready to die for them, as he was

indeed esteemed no way inferior to his brother, he was ap-

pointed to be the general of the Jewish army.

§ 2. When Bacchides heard this, and was afraid that

Jonathan might be very troublesome to the king and to

the Macedonians, as Jiidas had been before, he sought

to slay him by treachery ; but this intention of his was not

unknown to Jonathan, nor to liis brother Simon : and

when these two were api^rised of it, they took all their

companions, and hastily fled into the wilderness which

was nearest to the city, and when they were come to a lake

called Asphar,' they abode there. But when Bacchides

heard that they had shifted their quarters, and were in

' Probably one of the small reservoirs for collecting rain water in the

desert. Xenophon {Anab. iv. 2, § 22) uses XaEcof for the subterranean

chambers in which he stored his wine.
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that place, he marched against them with all his forces,

and pitching his camp beyond the Jordan, recruited his

army. And when Jonathan knew that Bacchides was
coming upon him, he sent his brother John, who was also

called Gaddis, to the Nabatsean Arabs, that he might
deposit his baggage with them imtil the battle with Bac-
chides should be over, for they were the Jews' friends.

But the sons of Amarseus laid an ambush for John from
the city of Medaba,' as he was on his journey to the Naba-
taeans, and seized upon him, and upon those that were
with him, and plundered all that they had with them, and
slew John and all his companions. However, they were
adequately punished for what they now did by John's
brothers, as I shall relate presently.

§ 3. Now when Bacchides learnt that Jonathan had
pitched his camp among the marshes of the Jordan, he
watched for the Sabbath-day, and then attacked him, sup-

posing that he would not fight on that day because of the

law. But Jonathan exhorted his companions to fight, and
told them that their lives were at stake, since they were
hemmed in by the river and by their enemies, and had no
way of escape, for their enemies pressed upon them in

front, and the river was behind them. And after he had
prayed to God to give them the victory, he joined battle

with the enemy, of whom he overthrew many ; and as he
saw Bacchides coming up boldly to him, he stretched out
his right hand to smite him, but he foreseeing and avoid-

ing the stroke, Jonathan with his companions leaped into

the river and swam across it, and by that means escaped
beyond the Jordan, as the enemy did not pursue them
over that river : but Bacchides returned at once to the
citadel at Jerusalem, having lost about two thousand of
his army. He also fortified many of the cities of Judsea,
whose walls had been demolished, as Jericho, and Emmaus,^
and Bethoron,' and Bethel,* and Timnath,' and Pharatho,"
and Tekoa,'' and Gazara.' And he built towers in every one

' Medeba,ea.st of Jordan, and four miles S.E. of Hesbdn, Heshbon.
^ Emmaus, Nicopolis, 'Amwds. ^ Beit ' Ur el-Foka.
* Beittn. ° Tibnah.
° Fei'ata, about six miles W. of Ndblus, Shecliem. ' Kh. Tek&'a.
' Gezer, Tell Jezar, four miles W. of Amwds.



CHAP. I.J ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 367

of those cities, and encompassed them with strong and high
walls, and put gaiTisons into them, that they might issue

out of them and do mischief to the Jews. He also fortified

the citadel at Jerusalem more than all the rest. More-
over, he took the sons of the principal Jews as hostages,

and shut them up in the citadel, and in that maimer
guarded them.

§ 4. About the same time a person came to Jonathan
and his brother Simon, and told them that the sons of

Amarseus were celebrating a marriage, and bringing the

bride, who was the daughter of one of the illustrious men
among the Arabians, from the city of G-abatha,^ and that,

the damsel was to be conducted with pomp and splendour.

So Jonathan and Simon, thinking that a most favourable

opportunity had presented itself for avenging the death of

their brother John, and that they had forces sufficient to

take satisfaction from them for his death, marched to

Medaba, and lay in wait among the mountains for the

coming of their enemies. And as soon as they saw them
conducting the virgin and her bridegroom, and a great

company of friends with them such as was to be expected

at a wedding, they sallied out of their ambush and slew

them all, and took their ornaments, and all the prey that

then followed them, and so returned, after taking this

satisfaction for their brother John from the sons of

Amareeus, for as well as those sons themselves, their friends

and wives and children that followed them perished, being

in all about four hundred.

§ 5. Then Simon and Jonathan returned to the marshes

of the Jordan, and there abode. And Bacchides, when he

had secured all Judaea with his garrisons, returned to the

king : and now the affairs of Judaea were quiet for two

years. But when the deserters and the wicked saw that

Jonathan and those that were with him lived in the

country very quietly because of the peace, they sent to

king Demetrius, and besought him to send Bacchides to

seize upon Jonathan, which they showed could be done

without any trouble, for in one night, if they fell upon

them before they were aware, they might slay them all,.

' Possibly JeVa,
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So the king sent Bacchides, who, when he was come into

Judsea, wrote to all his friends, both Jews and allies, to

seize upon Jonathan, and bring him to him ; but when,
upon all their endeavours, they were not able to seize

upon Jonathan, for he was aware of the snares laid for

him, and on his guard against them, Bacchides was angry
at these deserters, as having imposed upon him and the

king, and took and slew fifty of their leaders. Whereupon
Jonathan, with his brother and those that were with him,
retired to Bethalaga,' a village that lay in the wilderness,

from fear of Bacchides. He also built towers, and en-

compassed it with walls, so that he should be safely

guarded. Upon hearing this Bacchides led out his army,
and took his Jewish allies besides, and marched against
Jonathan, and made an assault upon his fortifications, and
besieged him many days. But Jonathan did not abate his

courage at the energy Bacchides displayed in the siege, biit

courageously opposed him, and leaving his brother Simon
in the city to fight with Bacchides, he went privately out
himself into the country, and got together a great body of

men of his own party, and fell upon Bacchides' camp in

the night-time, and destroyed a great many of them. His
brother Simon also knew of his falling upon them, be-

cause he perceived that the enemies were slain by him, so

he too sallied out upon them, and biirnt the engines which
the Macedonians used in the siege, and made a great
slaughter of them. And when Bacchides saw himself in-

tercepted by the enemies, some of them before and some
behind him, he fell into dejection and trouble of mind,
being confounded at the unexpected ill success of the
siege. However, he vented his displeasure at this contre-

temps upon those deserters who got him sent by the king,

as having deluded him ; and wished to raise the siege in

a dignified manner, if it were possible for him to do so,

and then to return home.

§ 6. When Jonathan heard of his intention, he sent
ambassadors to him, to propose friendship and mutual
alliance, and that they should restore the captives taken
on both sides. Bacchides thought this a dignified way of

' In 1 Mace. Lx. 02, Betb-basi, apparently Beth-Hoglali, 'Ain Hajlah,
near the north end of the Dead Sea.
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retiring home, and made a league of friendship with
Jonathan, and they swore that they would not any more
make war against one another. Accordingly they ex-

changed prisoners, and he returned to Antioeh to the king,

and after this departure never invaded Judeea again. Then
Jonathan, having obtained this quiet state of things, went
and lived in the city of Michmash,' and there governed
the people, and punished the wicked and ungodly, and so

purged the nation of them.

CHAP. n.

Sow Alexander, warring with Demetrius, granted Jonathan
many Favours, and appointed him to he Sigh Priest, and
persuaded him to assist him,, although Demetrius promised

him greater Favours on the other side. Concerning the

Death of Dem,etrius.

§1-

NOW in the hundred and sixtieth year it so fell out that

Alexander," the son of Antiochus Epiphanes, went up
into Syria and took Ptolemais,^ the soldiers within having
betrayed it to him, for they were vexed with Demetrius on
account of his haughtiness and difficulty of access ; for he

used to shut himself up in a palace of his that had four

towers, which he had built himself not far from Antioeh,

and would admit nobody. He was also slothful and negli-

gent about public affairs, whereby the hatred of his sub-

jects was the more kindled against him, as I have already

related elsewhere. But when Demetrius heard that Alex-

ander was in Ptolemais, he took his whole army and led it

against him : he also sent ambassadors to Jonathan, to

propose mutual alliance and friendship, for he resolved

to be beforehand with Alexander, lest he should treat

with Jonathan first, and gain assistance from him : and

this he did from the fear he had that Jonathan would

remember how ill he Demetrius had formerly treated him,

' Mnkhmds.
' Alexander Balas claimed the throne in 152 B.C.

' St. Jean d'Acre, 'Akka.

II. BB
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and would join Alexander in the war against him. He
therefore gave orders that Jonathan should be allowed to

raise an army, and should get armour made, and should

receive back those Jewish hostages whom Bacchides had
shut up in the citadel at Jerusalem. When this good for-

tune had befallen Jonathan by the concession of Deme-
trius, he went to Jerusalem, and read tlie king's letter in

the audience of the people and of those that kept the

citadel. When this was read, those wicked men and
deserters who were in the citadel were greatly afraid, on
the king's permission to Jonathan to raise an army and to

receive back the hostages. And he delivered every one of

them up to their parents. And thus did Jonathan make
his abode at Jerusalem, renewing the city to a better state,

and arranging everything as he pleased, and he gave orders

that the walls of the city should be built with square

stones, that it might be more secure against enemies.

And when those that kept the garrisons that were in

Judsea saw this, they all left them, and fled to Antioch,

except those that were in the city of Bethsura, and those

that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, for most of these

were of the wicked Jews and deserters, and so did not de-

liver up their garrisons.

§ 2. When Alexander knew what promises Demetrius
had made Jonathan, and also knew his courage and what
great things he had done when he fought against the

Macedonians, and also what hardships he had under-

gone at the hands of Demetrius and Bacchides the general

of Demetrius's army, he told his friends that he could not

at the present conjuncture find any one that could afford

him better assistance than Jonathan, who was not only
courageous against his enemies, but also had a particular

hatred against Demetrius, as having both suffered many
injuries from him , and done many injuries to him. If there-

fore they were of opinion that they should make him their

friend against Demetrius, nothing was more for their ad-

vantage now than to invite him to assist them. It being
therefore determined by him and his friends to send to

Jonathan, he wrote to him the following letter. " King
Alexander to his brother Jonathan greeting. We have
long ago heard of thy courage and thy fidelity, and for
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that reason have sent to thee, to make with thee a league

of friendship and mutual alliance. We therefore appoint
thee this day high priest of the Jews, and order that thou
art to be called my friend. I have also sent thee, as

presents, a purple robe and a golden crown, and beg, now
thou art honoured by us, that thou wilt reciprocate our
sentiments."

§ 3. When Jonathan had received this letter, he put on
the high priest's robe at the time of the feast of Taber-
nacles,' four years after the death of his brother Judas, for

since that time no high priest had been made. And he
raised a large force, and had a quantity of arms made. This

greatly grieved Demetrius when he heard of it, and made
him blame himself for his tardiness in not anticipating

Alexander in getting the good-will of Jonathan, and giving

him opportunity to do so. However, he also himsefl

wrote a letter to Jonathan and to the people, the con-

tents whereof were as follows. " King Demetrius to Jona-

than and to the nation of the Jews greeting. Since

you have preserved your friendship for us, and though

vou have been tempted by my enemies, have not joined

yourselves to them, I not only commend you for this your

fidelity, but also exhort you to continue in the same, for

which you shall be repaid, and receive rewards and favours

from us. For I will free you from most of the tribute and

taxes which you formerly paid to the kings my predecessors

and to myself; and I do now set you free from those

tributes which you have ever paid ; and besides, I forgive

you the tax upon salt, and the value of the crowns which

you used to offer to me ;
^ and instead of the third part of

' Since Jonathan plainly did not put on the pontifical robes till seven

or eight years after the death of his brother Judas, or not till the feast

of Tabernacles in the 160th year of the Selucidse, 1 Maccab. x. 21, Petitus's

emendation seems here to deserve consideration, who, instead of four

years after the death of his brother Judas, would have us read eight

years after the death of his brother Judas. This would tolerably well

agree with the date of the Maccabees, and with Josephus's own exact

chronology at the end of the twentieth book of the Antiquities, which the

present text cannot be made to do.—W.
2 Take Grotius's note here : " The Jews (says he) were wont to pre-

sent crowns to the kings [of Syria ;] afterwards that gold, which was

paid instead of those crowns, or which was expended in making them,

was called the crown gold and crown tax." On 1 Maccab. x. 29.—W.
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the fruits [of the field,] and half the fruits of the trees, I

give up tny share of them from this day. And as to

the poll-tax, which ought to be paid me for every inhabi-

tant of Judsea, and of the three toparchies that adjoin

Judaea, Samaria and Galilee and Persea, this I concede

to you now and for all time to come. I will also that the

city of Jerusalem be holy and inviolable, and free from

tithe and taxes to its utmost bounds : and I permit your

high priest Jonathan to hold the citadel, that he may
place as garrison ia it such persons as he approves of for

fidelity and good-will to himself, that they may keep it for

us. I also make free all those Jews who have been made
captives and slaves in my kingdom. I also give order that

the beasts of the Jews be not pressed for our service. And
let their Sabbaths, and all their festivals, and three days

before each of them, be free from any pubUc burdens.

I likewise set free the Jews that dwell in my kingdom,

and order that no injury be done to them. I also give

leave to such of them as are willing to enlist in my
army, that as many as thirty thousand may do so,

which Jewish soldiers, wherever they go, shall have the

same pay that my own army has : and some of them I

will place in my garrisons, and some as guards about

mine own body, and some as rulers over those that are

in my court. I give them leave also to use the laws of

their forefathers, and to observe them, and I will that they

have power over the three toparchies that adjoin Judaea,

and it shall be in the power of the high priest to see that

not one Jew shall have any other temple for worship but

that at Jerusalem. I offer also out of my own revenues

yearly, for the expenses of the sacrifices, one hundred and
fifty thousand drachmae, and what money is over I will

that it shall be your own. I also remit to you those ten

thousand drachmae which the kings received from the

temple, because they belong to the priests that minister in

the temple. And whoever shall flee to the temple at

Jerusalem, or to its precincts, either owing the king money,
or on any other account, let them be set free, and let their

property be untouched. I also give you leave to repair

and rebuild your temple, and that at my expense. I also

allow you to build the walls of your city, and to erect high
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towers, and let them be erected at my expense. And if

there be any fortress that would be convenient to have very
strong in the country of the Jews, let it be built at my
expense."

§ 4. This was what Demetrius promised, and granted
to the Jews, in this letter. But king Alexander raised a
great army of mercenary soldiers, and of those that joined

him from Syria, and marched against Demetrius. And in

the battle that ensued, the left wing of Demetrius put
those opposite them to flight, and pursued them a great

way, and slew many of them, and spoiled their camp, but
the right wing, where Demetrius happened to be, was
beaten. And as for all the rest, they ran away, but
Demetrius fought courageously, and slew a great many of

the enemy, but as he was in pursuit of the rest, his horse

carried him into a deep bog, where it was hard to get out,

and there it happened, upon his horse's falling down, that

he could not escape being killed ; for when his enemies

saw what had befallen him, they turned back, and sur-

rounded Demetrius, and all threw their darts at him, and
he being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length he

received so many wounds, that he was not able to resist

any longer, but fell. And this is the end that Demetrius '

came to when he had reigned eleven years, as I have else-

where related.

CHAP. in.

The Friendship between Onias and Ptolemy Philometor

;

and how Onias built a Temple in Egypt like that at

Jerusalem.

§1-

NOW the son of Onias the high priest, who had the same
name as his father, and who had fled to king Ptolemy,'

who was called Philometor, lived now at Alexandria, as

I have said already ; and when he saw that Judaea was

ravaged by the Macedonians and their kings, desiring to

purchase to himself eternal memory and fame, he resolved

' The defeat and death of Demetrius was in 150 B.C.
•" Ptolemy VI., Philometor, 181-146 B.C.
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to send to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to ask leave

of them that he might build a temple in Egypt like that

at Jerusalem, and might ordain Levites and priests out of

their own stock. The chief reason why he was desirous to

do so was that he relied upon the prophet Isaiah, who
lived more than six hundred years before, and foretold that

there certainly was to be a temple built to the most high God
in Egypt by a man that was a Jew. Onias was incited by
this prediction, and wrote the following letter to Ptolemy
and Cleopatra. " Having done you many and great ser-

vices in war by the help of God, and being in Ccele-Syria

and Phoenicia, and having gone with the Jews to Leon-
topolis ' in the district of Heliopolis, and to other places of

your nation, I found that most of your people had temples

in an improper manner, and that on that account they

bore ill-will to one another, which happened to the

Egyptians because of the multitude of their temples, and
their different opinions about divine worship. Now I

found a very fit place in a stronghold that has its name
from rural Bubastis,^ the place is full of wood of various

kinds and sacred animals. I desire, therefore, that you
will grant me leave to purge this holy place, which belongs

to no special divinity and is fallen down, and to build

there a temple to the most high God, after the pattern of

that in Jerusalem, and of the same dimensions, for the

benefit of yourself and your wife and children, that those

Jews who dwell in Egypt may have a place where they
may come and meet together in mutual harmony with one
another, and assist you in your needs. For the prophet
Isaiah foretold that there should be an altar in Egypt to

the Lord God. And many other such things did he pro-

phesy relating to the place."

§ 2. This was what Onias wrote to king Ptolemy.
Now any one may conjecture his piety, and that of his

sister and wife Cleopatra, by the letter which they wrote
in answer to it ; for they laid the sin and transgression of

the law upon the head of Onias. For this was their reply.
" King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias greeting.

We have read thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave to

' Probably Tell el-Yehudi, near the Shibln el-Kanater railway station.
' Tell Basta, near the Zagazig railway station.
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be given thee to purge the temple which is fallen down at

Leontopolis in the district of Heliopolis, and which has

its name from the rural Bubastis. So we cannot but
wonder that it should be pleasing to Grod to have a temple
erected in a place so unclean, and so full of sacred animals.

But since thou sayest that Isaiah the prophet foretold this

long ago, we give thee leave to do it, if it may be done
according to your law, and so that we may not appear to

have offended Grod at all in the matter."

§ 3. So Onias took the place, and built a temple, and an
altar to Grod, like that in Jerusalem, but smaller and
poorer. I do not think it needful for me now to describe

its dimensions or its vessels, which have been already

described in the seventh book of my Jewish War. And
Onias found some Jews like himself, and priests and Levites

to perform divine service there. But I have said enough
about this temple.

§ 4. Now it came to pass that the Jews in Alexandria

had a quarrel with the Samaritans, who paid their wor-

ship to the temple that was built in the days of Alexander

on Mount Grerizim, and disputed about their temples

before Ptolemy himself, the Jews saying that according to

the laws of Moses the temple was to be built at Jerusalem,

and the Samaritans saying that it was to be built on

Mount Grerizim. They desired therefore the king to sit

with his friends, and hear a debate on these matters, and
punish those with death who were beaten in the argu-

ment. Now Sabbseus and Theodosius managed the argu-

ment for the Samaritans, and Andronicus, the son of

Messalamus, for the people of Jerusalem and the Jews.

And they swore by Grod and the king to prove their case

according to the law, and they desired of Ptolemy, that

he would put to death whoever he should find violated

what they had sworn to. And the king took several

of his friends into counsel, and sat down to hear what

the pleaders said. Now the Jews that were at Alexandria

were in great concern for those who were to contend for

the temple at Jerusalem; for they took it very ill that

any should try to take away the reputation of their

temple, which was so ancient and celebrated all over the

world. Now as Sabbseus and Theodosius gave leave to
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Andronicus to speak first, he began to show, from the law
and the succession of the high priests, how every one had
received that dignity, and ruled over the temple in suc-

cession from his father, and how all the kings of Asia had
honoured that temple with their votive offerings and the

most splendid gifts, while as for that at Gerizim, no one
made any account of it, or regarded it, as if it had a being
at all. By this speech and similar arguments Andronicus
persuaded the king to determine that the temple at Jeru-

salem was built according to the laws of Moses, and to put
Sabbseus and Theodosius to death. And these were the

events that befell the Jews at Alexandria in the days of

Ptolemv Philometor.

CHAP. rv.

How Alexander greatly honoured Jonathan, and how Deme-
trius, the Son of Demetrius, overcame Alexander, and he-

came King himself, and made a League of Friendship
with Jonathan.

§1-
DEMETEITJS having been slain in battle, as I have

stated above, Alexander took the kingdom of Syria,

and wrote to Ptolemy Philometor asking his daughter in

marriage, and said it was but just that he should be
joined in affinity to one who had now recovered the throne
of his forefathers, and had been promoted to it by G-od's

providence, and had conquered Demetrius, and was on
other accounts not unworthy of being connected with him.
Ptolemy received this offer of marriage gladly, and wrote
him an answer, congratulating him on account of his

having recovered the throne of his forefathers, and
promising him that he would give him his daughter in
marriage, and desiring him to meet him at Ptolemais, as
he would bring his daughter there, for he would accompany
her so far from Egypt, and would there give her to him in
marriage. When Ptolemy had written this, he soon went
to Ptolemais, and brought his daughter Cleopatra along
with him ; and as he found Alexander there before him,
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as he desired Mm, he gave him his daughter in marriage,
and for her dowry gave as much silver and gold as became
such a king to give.

§ 2. When the wedding was over, Alexander wrote to
Jonathan the high priest, and desired him to come to
Ptolemais. And when he came to the kings, and made
them magnificent presents, he was honoured by them both.

Alexander also compelled him to put off his own garment,
and to put on a purple garment, and made him sit with
him on his throne, and commanded his captains to go with
him into the middle of the city, and proclaim that it was
not permitted to any one to speak against him, or to cause
him any trouble. And when the captains had done so,

those that were prepared to accuse Jonathan, and who
bore him ill-will, when they saw the honour that was done
him by proclamation by the king's order, ran away, and
were afraid lest some mischief should befall them. Nay,
king Alexander was so very kind to Jonathan, that he
registered him as the principal of his friends.

§ 3. Now in the hundred and sixty-fifth year Demetrius,'

the son of Demetrius, came from Crete with a great num-
ber of mercenary soldiers, whom Lasthenes the Cretan fur-

nished him with, and sailed to Cilicia. This news threw
Alexander into great concern and anxiety, so he hastened

immediately from Phoenicia to Antioch, that he might put

matters in a safe posture there, before Demetrius should

come. He also left ApoUonius Daus governor of Coele-Syria,

who coming to Jamnia'' with a great army, sent to Jonathan

the high priest, and told him, that it was not right that he

alone should live in security and authority, not being

subject to the king, and that this brought him reproach

among all men, that he had not yet made himself subject

to the king. " Do not thou therefore deceive thyself (he

continued), sitting among the mountains, and thinking thy-

self strong, but if thou hast any rehance on thy strength,

come down into the plain, and let our armies be pitted to-

gether, and the event of the battle will prove which of us

is the best man. Know, however, that the most valiant

men of every city are in my army, and these are the

- Demetrius II., Nicator, landed in Syria in 148 B.C.

2 Yebmh.
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very men who have always beaten thy progenitors ; but

let us have the battle on ground where we may fight with

weapons, and not with stones, and where there may be no
place where those that are beaten may flee to."

§ 4. Jonathan was irritated at this message, and picking

out ten thousand of his soldiers, marched from Jerusa-

lem with his brother Simon, and went to Joppa, and
pitched his camp outside the city, because the people of

Joppa had shut their gates against him, for they had a
garrison in the city put there by Apollonius. But as

Jonathan was preparing to besiege them, they were afraid he
would take the city by storm, so they opened the gates to

him. And Apollonius, when he heard that Joppa was
taken by Jonathan, took three thousand horse and eight

thousand foot, and went to Azotus,' and removing thence

made his journey silently and slowly, and going up to

Joppa, feigned to retire, and so drew Jonathan into the

plain, as he prided himself highly upon his horse, and
placed his hopes of victory principally in them. And
Jonathan sallied out, and pursued Apollonius to Azotus

;

and as soon as Apollonius perceived that his enemy was
in the plain, he came back and gave him battle. Now
Apollonius had laid a thousand horsemen in ambush in a
valley, that they might take their enemies in the rear, and
though Jonathan perceived this, he was in no consterna-

tion, but ordering his army to form a square he charged

them to repel the enemy on both sides, and set them so as

to face those that attacked them both before and behind.

And as the fight lasted till the evening, he gave part of his

forces to his brother Simon, and ordered him to attack the

enemies' lines, but he himself charged those that were
with him to cover themselves with their armour, and so

receive the darts of the horsemen. And they did as they

were commanded, so that the enemy's horsemen, though
they threw their darts till they had no more left, did them
no harm, for the darts that were thrown did not enter

their bodies, as they lit upon their shields, that were
joined and united together, the compactness of which easily

resisted the force of the darts, which glanced off without

' Esdiid.
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taking effect. But when the enemy grew tired of throwing
darts from morning till late at night, Simon perceived
their weariness, and fell upon the maia body of the
enemy, and as his soldiers fought with great vigour, he
put them to flight. And when the horse saw that the
foot ran away, neither did they stay themselves, but being
very weary by the fight lasting till the evening, and their
hope from the foot being quite gone, they ran away in
great disorder and confusion, till they separated from
one another, and were scattered over all the plain. TJpon
which Jonathan pursued them as far as Azotus, and
slew a great many of them, and compelled the rest, who
despaired of escaping, to flee to the temple of Dagon,
which was at Azotus. But Jonathan took the city at the
first onset, and burnt it and the villages round it, nor did
he abstain from the temple of Dagon itself, but he burnt
it also, and so killed those that had fled to it. Now the
entire number of the enemies that fell in the battle, or

were burnt to death in the temple, was eight thousand.
Now when Jonathan had overcome so great an army, he
removed from Azotus, and went to Ascalon,^ and when he
had pitched his camp outside the city, the people of

Ascalon came out and met him, bringing him presents,

and honouring him ; and he gratefuUy accepted their kind-

ness, and returned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal

of spoil which he got when he conquered his enemies.

And when Alexander heard that his general ApoUonius
was beaten, he pretended to be glad of it, because he had
fought with his friend and ally Jonathan against his

directions. Accordiugly, he sent to Jonathan, and bore

testimony to his worth, and gave him honorary rewards,^

as a gold pin, which it is the custom to give the king's

kinsmen, and allowed him Ekron ^ and its toparchy as his

own inheritance.

§ 5. About this time king Ptolemy, who was caUed Philo-

metor, came to Syria with a land and sea force to the

1 'Askaldn.
^ Dr. Hudson here observes, that the Phoenicians and Romans used

to reward such as had deserved well of them, by presenting to them a
' gold pin.' See chap. 5, § 4.—W.

3 'Akir.
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assistance of Alexander, who was his son-in-law ; ' and all

the cities received him in a friendly manner, as Alexander
had commanded them to do, and conducted him as far as

Azotus, where all made loud complaints about the burning
of the temple of Dagon, and accused Jonathan of having
destroyed it and the adjacent country with fire, and slain

a great number of them. Ptolemy heard these accusations,

but said nothing. Jonathan also went to Joppa to meet
Ptolemy, and received from him handsome presents, and
all marks of honour. And when he had escorted him as

far as the river called Eleutherus,^ he returned again to

Jerusalem.

§ 6. But when Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, most unex-
pectedly he was very near destruction, for he was plotted

against by Alexander, through Ammonius who was his

friend. And when the plot was detected, Ptolemy wrote
to Alexander, and demanded of him that he should bring
Ammonius to condign punishment, informing him of the
way he had plotted against him, and desiring that he might
be accordingly punished. But as Alexander did not com-
ply with his demands, he perceived that it was he himself
who had laid the design, and was very angry with him.
Alexander had also formerly been on very ill terms with
the people of Antioch because of Ammonius, for they
had suffered very much at his hands. However Ammonius
at length underwent the punishment his insolent crimes
had deserved, for he was killed in an opprobrious manner
as a woman, having endeavoured to conceal himself in
feminine dress, as I have elsewhere related.

§ 7. And now Ptolemy blamed himself for having given
his daughter in marriage to Alexander, and for assisting

him against Demetrius, so he dissolved his connection with
him, and took his daughter away from him, and imme-
diately sent to Demetrius, and offered to make league of
mutual alliance and friendship with him, and agreed to

give him his daughter in marriage, and to restore him to

the throne of his fathers. Demetrius was well pleased
with this message, and accepted his alliance, and his

' Alexander Balas had married Cleopatra, the daughter of Ptolemy
Philometor.

^ Nahr cl-Keblr, north of Tripolis.
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daughter's hand in marriage. But Ptolemy had still one
more hard task to do, and that was to persuade the people
of Antioch to receive Demetrius, because they were hostile

to him on account of the injuries his father Demetrius had
done them, yet he did bring it about. For as the people
of Antioch hated Alexander on Ammonius' account, as I
have related already, they were easily prevailed to cast

him out of Antioch ; and he, being thus expelled out of

Antioch, went into CiUcia. Ptolemy then went to Antioch,
and was made king by its inhabitants and by the army ; so

that he was forced to put on two diadems, the one of Asia,

the other of Egypt. But being naturally a good and
righteous man, and not desirous of what belonged to

others, and, besides this being also wise in reading the

future, he determined to avoid exciting the envy of the

Romans ; so he called the people of Antioch together to

an assembly, and urged them to receive Demetrius ; and
assured them, that he would not be mindful of what they

had done to his father, in case he should now be obliged

by them ; and undertook that he would himself be a
good preceptor and governor to him ; and promised that

he would not permit him to attempt any bad actions ; and
said that for his part he was contented with the king-

dom of Egypt. By these words he persuaded the people

of Antioch to receive Demetrius.

§ 8. And now Alexander marched from CiHcia into

Syria with a numerous and great army, and burnt and
ravaged the country belonging to Ajitioch, whereupon
Ptolemy and his son-in-law Demetrius (for he had already

given him his daughter in marriage), led their army
against him, and beat Alexander, and put him to flight,

and he fled to Arabia. Now it happened, in the battle,

that Ptolemy's horse was frightened at hearing the cry of

an elephant, and threw him, and his enemies seeing this

rushed at him, and gave him many wounds upon his head,

and brought him into danger of death ; for when his body-

guards rescued him, he was so very iU., that for four days

he was insensible and speechless. However, Zabel, a

prince among the Arabians, cut off Alexander's head, and
sent it to Ptolemy, who recovering of his wounds, and be-

coming sensible on the fifth day, heard at once most agree-
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able news, and saw a most agreeable sight, namely heard of
the death and saw the head of Alexander ; yet a Uttle after

this joy and satisfaction at the death of Alexander, he
also departed this life. Now, Alexander, who was called

Balas, reigned over Asia five years, as I have related else-

where.

§ 9. But when Demetrius, who was also called Mcator,'
had taken over the kingdom, he was so wicked as to treat

Ptolemy's soldiers very hardly, neither remembering the
alliance that was between them, nor that he was his son-
in-law and kinsman by his marriage with Cleopatra, so

the soldiers fled from his wicked treatment to Alexandria,
but Demetrius retained the elephants. And Jonathan the
high priest levied an army out of all Judaea, and attacked
the citadel at Jerusalem, and besieged it ; it was held by
a garrison of Macedonians, and by some of those impious
men who had abandoned the customs of their forefathers.

These men at first despised the attempts of Jonathan to

take the place, relying on its strength ; but some of those
wicked men went out by night and came to Demetrius, and
informed him that the citadel was being besieged ; and he
was irritated with what he heard, and took his army, and
went from Antioch against Jonathan. And when he was
at Ptolemais he wrote to him, and commanded him to

come quickly to him there ; upon which Jonathan did not
intermit the siege of the citadel, but took with him the
elders of the people and the priests, and carried with him
gold and silver and garments, and a great number of

presents, and went to Demetrius, and presented him with
them, and so pacified the king's anger. So he was
honoured by him. and received from him the confirmation
of his high priesthood, as he had got it by the grants of
the kings his predecessors. And when the Jewish de-
serters accused him, Demetrius was so far from giving
credit to them, that when Jonathan petitioned him that he
would demand no more than three hundred talents for the
tribute of all Judaea and the three toparchies of Samaria

' This name, ' Demetrius Nicator,' or ' Demetrius the Conqueror,' is

so written on his still extant coins, as Hudson and Spanheim inform
us ; the latter ofwhom gives us here the entire inscription, ' King Deme-
trius the God Philadelphus Nioator.'—W.
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Peraea and Gralilee, he complied with the proposal, and
gave him a letter whose contents were as follows. " King
Demetrius to Jonathan his brother, and to the nation of
the Jews, greeting. We have sent you a copy of the letter

which we have written to Lasthenes our kinsman, that
you may know its contents. ' King Demetrius to Lasthenes
his father greeting. I have determiaed to return thanks,
and to show favour, to the nation of the Jews, who have
acted uprightly to us. Accordingly, I remit to them the
three prefectures, Apherima,' Lydda,' and Eamatha,' which
were added to Judsea out of Samaria, with their appur-
tenances, as also what the kings my predecessors received
from those that offered sacrifices in Jerusalem, and what
are due from the fruits of the earth and trees, and what
else belongs to us, as the salt pits and crowns that used to

be presented to us. Nor shall they be compelled to pay
any of these taxes either now or henceforth.' Take care

therefore that a copy of this letter be taken, and given
to Jonathan, and be set up in some prominent place in

the holy temple." Such were the contents of the letter.

And now, when Demetrius saw that there was peace every-

where, and that there was no danger nor fear of war, he
disbanded his army, and diminished their pay, and was
bountiful only to such foreigners as had come with him
from Crete and the other islands. However, this pro-

cured him ill-will and hatred from the soldiers, on whom
he bestowed nothing from this time, whereas the kings

before him used to pay them even in time of j)eace as

much as they did in war, that they might have their good-
will, and that they might be very ready to undergo the

perils of war, if occasion should require.

' Probably Eiihraim, Taiyibeh. ' Jjudd.
' Probably the same as Kamathaim-Zophim, in Mnunt Ephraim

;

not identified.
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CHAP. V.

How Trypho, after he had heaten Demetrius, handed over

the kingdom to Antiochus the Son of Alexander, and got

Jonathan for his Ally ; and concerning the Actions and
Embassies of Jonathan.

NOW a certain commander of Alexander's forces, an
Apamian by birth, whose name was Diodotus, though

he was also called Trypho,' toot notice of the ill-will the
soldiers bore to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the
Arabian, who was bringing up Antiochus the son of

Alexander, and told him what ill-will the army bore to

Demetrius, and persuaded him to hand over to him An-
tiochus, for he said he would make him king, and restore

to him the kingdom of his father. Malchus at first op-

posed him in this, as he did not trust him, but as Trypho
urged him for a long time, he at last persuaded him to
comply with his views. Such was the state of affairs with
Trypho.

§ 2. Meantime Jonathan the high priest, being desirous

to get rid of those that were in the citadel of Jerusalem,

and of the Jewish deserters, and wicked men, as well as of
those in all the garrisons in the country, sent presents and
ambassadors to Demetrius, and entreated him to take
away his soldiers from the strongholds of Judaea. Deme-
trius made answer that after the war, which he was now
deeply engaged in, was over, he would not only grant him
that, but greater things than that also, and begged him to
send him some assistance, and informed him that his army
had revolted. So Jonathan picked out three thousand of

his soldiers, and sent them to Demetrius.

§ 3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both
on account of the mischief he had himself done them, and
because they were his enemies also on account of his father
Demetrius, who had very badly treated them ; so they

' Trypho, according to Strabo, was a native of Cariana, in the district

of Apamea, Kal'dt el-Medyk, in Syria.
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watched for some opportunity which they might lay hold
of, to fall upon him. And when they were informed of
the assistance that was coming to Demetrius from Jona-
than, and considered at the same time that he would raise

a numerous army, unless they prevented him, they took
up arms, and surrounded his palace as if besieging it,

and occupied all the outlets, and sought to subdue their

king. And when he saw that the people of Antioch were
become his bitter enemies, and were thus in arms, he took
the mercenary soldiers whom he had with him, and those

Jews who had been sent by Jonathan, and assaulted the
Antiochians ; but he was overpowered by them and beaten,

for they were many myriads. But when the Jews saw that

the Antiochians were getting the better of it, they went
up to the roof of the palace, and shot at them from
thence, and because they were so remote from them by
their height, that they suffered nothing on their side, but
did great execution on them, fighting from such an eleva-

tion, they drove them out of the adjoining houses, and
immediately set them on fire. Thereupon the flames

spread over the whole city, and burnt it all down, by
reason of the closeness of the houses, and because they

were mostly built of wood ; and the Antiochians, as they

were not able to help themselves, or put out the fire,

turned to flight. And as the Jews leaped from the top of

one house to the top of another, and pursued them after

that manner, it happened that the pursuit was very sur-

prising. But when the king saw that the Antiochians

were anxious to save their children and wives, and so did

not fight any longer, he fell upon them in the narrow

streets and fought them, and slew a great number of

them, tiU at last they were forced to throw down their

arms, and surrender to Demetrius. And he forgas^e them
their insolent behaviour, and put an end to the rebellion :

and when he had given rewards to the Jews out of the rich

spoil he had got, and had returned them thanks as the

authors of his victory, he sent them back to Jerusalem to

Jonathan, testifying to the assistance they had afforded him.

But he behaved ill to Jonathan afterwards, and broke the

promises he had made, and threatened that he would

make war upon him, unless he would pay all the tribute

II.. CO
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which the Jewish nation had paid the former kings. And
he would have done so, if Tryj^ho had not hindered him,

and diverted his preparations against Jonathan into con-

cern for his own preservation. For Trypho returned from
Arabia to Syria with the lad Antiochus, for he was yet but

a youth in age, and put the diadem on his head : and as

the whole forces that had deserted from Demetrius, because

they could get no pay, came over to him, he made war

upon Demetrius, and joining battle with him, overcame

him in the fight, and toot from him both his elephants

and the city of Antioch.

§ 4. Demetrius iipon his defeat retired into Cilicia, and
the lad Antiochus sent ambassadors and a letter to Jona-

than, and made him his friend and ally, and confirmed to

him the high priesthood, and yielded up to him the four

prefectures which had been added to Judaea. Moreover,

he sent him vessels and cups of gold, and a purple robe,

and gave him leave to use them. He also presented him with

a gold pin, and ordered him to be called one of his principal

friends, and made his brother Simon general over his

forces from the Ladder of Tyre to Egypt. And Jonathan
was so well pleased with these favours of Antiochus, that

he sent ambassadors to him and to Trypho, and professed

himself liis friend and ally, and said he would join him
in a war against Demetrius, informing him that Demetrius
had made no proper return for the favours he had done
him, for though he had received many kindnesses from him
when he stood in great need of them, he had for such good
turns requited him with injuries.

§ 5. And as Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to enlist a

numerous army in Syria and Phoenicia, and to make war
against Demetrius' generals, he set out at once to the

several cities, which received him splendidly indeed, but

put no troops into his hands. And when he was come
from thence to Ascalon,^ the inhabitants of Ascalon canie

and brought him presents, and entertained him hand-
somely. He exhorted them, and every one of the cities of

Coele-Syria, to forsake Demetrius, and to join Antiochus,

and to assist him in his endeavour to punish Demetrius

' 'As/iahhi.
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for the offences he had formerly been guilty of against
themselves : and he told them there were many reasons
for that step, if th^y had a mind to take it. And when
he had persuaded those cities to promise their assistance

to Antioohus, he went to Gaza, in order to induce it

also to be friendly to Antiochus. But he found the
inhabitants of Gaza much more alienated from him than
he expected, for they shut their gates against him, and
although they had deserted Demetrius, they resolved

not to join themselves to Antiochus. This provoked
Jonathan to besiege them, and to ravage their country,

for he set a part of his army round Gaza itself, and
with the rest he overran their land, and devastated it,

and burnt what was in it. When the inhabitants of Gaza
saw themselves suffering thus, and that no assistance came
to them from Demetrius, and that what distressed them
was at hand, but what might aid them was still at a great

distance, and it was uncertain whether it would come at

all or not, they thought it would be prudent conduct to

leave off any longer adherence to Demetrius, and to cul-

tivate friendship with the other ; so they sent to Jonathan,

and promised to be his friends, and afford him assist-

ance. For such is the temper of men, that before they

have had the trial of great afflictions, they do not under-

stand what is for their advantage, but when they find

themselves in any evil plight, they then change their

minds, and what it had been better for them to have done

before they had been at all hurt, they choose to do, but

not till after they have suffered such hurt. And Jonathan
made a league of friendship with them, and took from
them hostages for their performance of it, and sent those

hostages to Jerusalem., while he himself went over all the

country as far as Damascus.

§ 6. But when he heard that the generals of Demetrius'

forces were come with a numerous army to the city of

Kadesh.' which lies between the land of the Tyrians and

Galilee (for they supposed they should so draw him out

of Syria to preserve Galilee, for they thought he would not

allow war to be made upon the Galilseans, who were his

' Kadcs, on tlie hills west of the lake el-Hulch.



388 THE WORKS OF PLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK XIII.

own people), lie went to meet them, liaving left liis brother
Simon in Judaea, who raised as large an army as he was
able out of the country, and then sat down before Beth-
sura, and besieged it, it being the strongest place in all

Judsea ; and a garrison of Demetrius' kept it, as I have
already related. And as Simon was throwing up earth-

works, and bringing his engines of war against Bethsura,"^

and was very energetic in the siege of it, the garrison was
afraid lest the place should be taken by Simon by storm,

and they put to the sword ; so they sent to Simon, and
desired the security of his oath, that they should come to

no harm from him, and then they would evacuate the
place, and go away to Demetrius. Accordingly he gave
them his oath, and so got them out of the city, and put
therein a garrison of his own.

§ 7. But Jonathan removed out of G-alilee from the
waters which are called Gennesar,- for there he had en-
camped, and went into the plain that is called Asor,^ with-
out knowing that the enemy was there. Wlien therefore

Demetrius' men knew, a day beforehand, that Jonathan
was coming against them, they set men in ambush on the
mountain, while they themselves met him with an army in

the plain : and when Jonathan saw this army ready to

engage him, he also got ready his own soldiers for the
battle as well as he was able. But those men that were
set to lie in ambush by Demetrius' generals having ap-
peared on the Jews' flank, they were afraid lest they should
be taken between two fires and be exterminated, so they all

fled headlong, and left Jonathan, except about fifty who
stayed with him, and among them Mattathias the son of Ab-
salom, and Judas the son of Chapsseus, who were leaders
of the whole army. And they advanced boldly, and like

men desperate, against the enemy, and so attacked them
that by their courage they daunted them, and by their
valour put them to flight. And when those soldiers of
Jonathan that had retreated saw the enemy giving way,

' Beit Sur, four miles north of Hebron.
' The springs at et-Tabighah, which watered the plain of Gennesareth

;.

or, perhaps, the Sea of Galilee.
' Tlie plain near Jebel Hacllrah, not far from Kadcv, Iveilesh.

Napthali.
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they rallied after their flight, and pursued them hotly as
far as Kadesh, where the camp of the enemy was.

§ 8. Jonathan having thus won a glorious victory, and
slain two thousand of the enemy, returned to Jerusalem.
And when he saw that all his affairs prospered according
to his mind by the providence of Grod, he sent ambassadors
to the Romans, being desirous of renewing the friendship
which their nation had had with them formerly. He also
enjoined on his ambassadors as they returned to go to the
Spartans, and remind them that they were their friends and
kindred. So when the ambassadors got to Rome, they
went into their senate, and said what they were commanded
by Jonathan the high priest to say, how he had sent them
to confirm their friendship. The senate then confirmed
what had been formerly decreed concerning their friendship
with the Jews, and gave them letters to carry to all the
kings of Asia and Europe, and to the governors of the
cities, that so they might get safe conduct back to their

own country. And as they returned, they went to Sparta,
and delivered the letter which they had received from
Jonathan for them, a copy of which here foUows. " Jona-
than the high priest of the Jewish nation, and the senate

and commonalty of the Jews, to the ephors and senate and
people of the Lacedaemonians, who are their brothers, send
greeting. If you be well, and both your public and private

affairs be agreeable to your minds, it is according to our
wishes ; and we are well also. When in former times a

letter was brought to Onias, who was then our high priest,

from Areus, who at that time was your king, by Demoteles,
concerning the relationship between us and you, a copy of

which is here subjoined, we not only joyfully received the

letter, but were also well pleased with Demoteles and Areus,

although we did not need such a testimony, because we
were well satisfied about it from the sacred writings.' Tet

^ This clause is otherwise rendered in the first book of Maccabees,
xii. 9. " ITor that we have the holy books of scripture in our hands to

comfort us." The Hebrew original being lost, we cannot certainly

judge which was the truest version, only the coherence favours Josephus.

But if this were the Jews' meaning, that they were satisfied out of their

Bible that the Jews and Lacedtemonians were akin, that part of their

Bible is now lost, for we find no such assertion in our present copies.

—W.
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we did not think fit first to claim this relationship to you,

lest we should seem premature in taking to ourselves the

glory which is now given us by you. It is a long time

since this our relationship to you was renewed ; and when
upon holy and festival days we offer sacrifices to Grod,

we pray to him for your safety and victory. As for

ourselves, although we have had many wars that have
come to us through the covetousness of our neighbours, yet

we determined not to be troublesome either to you or to

others that were related to us ; but since we have now
overcome our enemies, and had occasion to send Numenius
the son of Antioclius, and Antipater the son of Jason, who
are both honourable men belonging to our senate, to the
Romans, we gave them a letter to you also, that they
might renew our mutual friendship. You will there-

fore also do well yourselves to write to us, and send us an
account of what you stand in need of from us, since we are

in all things disposed to act according to your desires."

And the Lacedsemonians received the ambassadors kindly,

and made a decree for friendship and mutual alliance, and
sent it to them.

§ 9. At this time there were three sects among the Jews,
who had different opinions concerning human actions ; one
was called the sect of the Pharisees, another the sect of the
Sadducees, and the third the sect of the Essenes. As for

the Pharisees,' they say that some, but not all, actions are

' Those that suppose Josephus to contradict himself in his three
accounts of the notions of the Pharisees, this here, and the earlier one
in the Jewish War, ii. 8, g 14, and the latter, Antiq. xviii. 1, § 3, as if he
sometimes said they introduced an absolute fatality, and denied all

freedom of human actions, is almost wholly groundless : he ever, as the
very learned Casaubon here truly observes, asserting, that the Pharisees
were between the Essenes and Sadducees, and did ascribe all to fate, or
divine providence, as much as was consistent with the freedom of human
actions. However, tlieir perplexed way of talking about fate or provi-
dence, as overruling all things, made it commonlj' thouglit they were
willing to excuse their sins by ascribing them to fate. Perhaps under the
same general name some different opinions in this point might be pro-
pagated, as is very common in all parties, especially in points of meta-
physical subtiiity : however, our Josephus, who in his heart was a great
admirer of the piety of the Essenes, was yet in practice a Pharisee, as
he himself informs us, Life, § 2. And his account of this doctrine of
the Pharisees is certainly agreeable to his own opinion, who fully
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the work of fate, and some are in our own power, either to
do or not to do. And the Essenes affirm that fate governs
all things, and that nothing befalls men but what is ac-
cording to its decree. But the Sadducees take away fate,
and say there is no such thing, and that the events of
human life are not at its disposal, and suppose that all our
actions are in our own power, so that we ourselves are
the authors of what is good, and bring our troubles on our-
selves by our own folly. But I have given a more exact
account of all these opinions in the second book of the
Jewish War.

§ 10. Now the generals of Demetrius, wishing to retrieve
the defeat they had had, gathered together a greater army
than they had had before, and marched against Jonathan.
And he, as soon as he was informed of their coming, went
quickly to meet them, to the district of Amathis,' for he
resolved to give them no opportunity of coming into
Judsea. So he pitched his camp fifty furlongs from the
enemy, and sent out spies to take a view of their camp, and
see how it was drawn up. When his spies had given him
full information, and had captured some men by night,

who told him the enemy intended to attack him, he, being
thus apprised beforehand, provided for his security, and
placed outposts outside his camp, and kept his men armed
all night ; and charged them to be of good courage and
resolve to fight even in the night-time, if they should be
obliged to do so, that their enemies' designs might not be
concealed from them. But when Demetrius' generals

found out that Jonathan knew what they intended they

were puzzled, and alarmed to find that the enemy had dis-

covered their intentions, nor did they expect to overcome
them in any other way, now they had failed in the snare

they had laid for them ; for should they hazard an open
battle, they did not think they should be a match for

Jonathan's army. So they resolved to flee, and having lit

many fires, that when the enemy saw them they might
suppose they were there still, they decamped. And when

allowed the freedom of human actions, and yet strongly believed the

interposition of divine Providence. See concerning this matter a re-

markable clause, Antiq. svi. 11, § 7.—W.
^ Hamath, Hama in Syria.
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Jonathan came to their camp in the morning, and found it

deserted, and understood they were fled, he iDursued them,

but could not overtake them, for they had already passed

OTer the river Eleutherus,' and were out of danger. And
when Jonathan returned from thence, he went into Arabia,

and fought against the Nabatseans, and drove off a great

deal of their cattle, and took [many] captives, and went to

Damascus, and there sold all that he had taken. And
about the same time Simon his brother went over all Judaea

and Palestine, as far as Ascalon, and fortified the strong-

holds ; and when he had made them very strong, both by

works and the garrisons placed in them, he went to Joppa,

and when he had taken it, he introduced a strong garrison

into it, for he heard that the people of Joppa wished to

deliver up the city to Demetrius' generals.

§ 11. When Simon and Jonathan had arranged these

matters, they returned to Jerusalem, where Jonathan

gathered all the people together, and advised restoring the

walls of Jerusalem, and rebuilding the wall roimd the

temple precincts that had been thrown down, and making
the adjoining places stronger by very high towers ;

and
besides that building another wall in the midst of the

city, to exclude the garrison, which was in the citadel,

from the market-place, and so to hinder them from any
plentiful supply of provisions ; and moreover making the

fortresses that were in the country much stronger and more
secure than they were before. And when this advice was
approved of by the multitude as good, Jonathan himself

superintended the building in the city, and despatched

Simon to make the fortresses in the country more secure

than before. But Demetrius crossed over and went
into Mesopotamia, wishing to occupy that country and
Babylon, and by becoming master of the upper satrapies

to get a point d'appid for recovering his entire kingdom

;

for the G-reeks and Macedonians who dwelt in those parts

frequently sent ambassadors to him, and promised, that if

he would come to them, they would deliver themselves up
to him, and assist him in fighting against Arsaces, the

king of the Parthians. Elated by these hopes he marched

' Kakr el-Keblr,
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to them, having resolved that, if he once overthrew the
Parthians, and got a sufficient army of his own, he would
make war against Trypho, and eject him from Syria. And
as the people of that country received him with great en-

thusiasm, he raised forces, with which he fought against

Arsaces, and lost all his army, and was himself taken aHve,

as I have elsewhere related.

CHAP. YI.

How Jonathan was slain hy Treachery ; and how thereupon

the Jews made Simon their General and High Priest : and
what courageous Actions he ferform.ed, especially against

Trypho.

NOW when Trypho knew what had befallen Demetrius,

he was no longer loyal to Antiochus, but devised how
he might kill him and take possession of his kingdom : but
his fear of Jonathan was an obstacle to this design, for

Jonathan was a friend of Antiochus. So he resolved first

to get Jonathan out of the way, and then to set about his

attempt on Antiochus ; and resolving to take him ofE

by deceit and treachery, he went from Antioch to Beth-

shan, which by the Greeks is called Seythopolis,' at which
place Jonathan met him with forty thousand picked

men, for he suspected he came to fight him. But when
Trypho jjerceived that Jonathan was ready to fight, he
attempted to gain him over by presents and by treating

him in a friendly manner, and gave order to his captains

to obey him, and by these means wished to make him
believe in his good-will, and to take away all suspicions

out of his mind, that so he might make him careless and
heedless, and take him off his guard. He also advised

him to dismiss his army, because there was now no occa-

sion for bringing it with him, as there was no war but all

was in peace. However, he begged him to retain a few

men about him, and go with him to Ptolemais, for he

' Beisdn.
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would deliver the city up to him, and would bring all the
fortresses that were in the country under liis dominion

;

and he told him that he came there for that very purpose.

§ 2. Now Jonathan did not suspect anything at all of

his intentions, but believed that Trypho gave him this ad-
vice out of kindness, and in sincerity. Accordinglj'' he dis-

missed most of his army, and retained no more than three
thousand, and left two thousand of these in Galilee, and
himself, with one thousand, went with Trj'pho to Ptole-

mais : but when the people of Ptolemais ' shut their gates,

as they had been commanded by him to do, Trypho took
Jonathan alive, and slew all that were with him. He also

sent soldiers against the two thousand that were left in
G-alilee, in order to kill them also, but they, having heard
what had happened to Jonathan, were too quick for them,
and before those that were sent by Trypho arrived, they
armed themselves, intending to depart, from the country.
And when those that were sent against them saw that they
were ready to fight for their lives, they gave them no
trouble, but returned back to Trypho.

§ 3. Now when the peojjle of Jerusalem heard that Jona-
than was taken, and that the soldiers who were with him
were killed, they deplored his sad fate, and there was
earnest inquiry made about him by everybody, and a great
and reasonable fear fell upon them, and made them sad,

lest, now they were deprived of the courage and fore-

thought of Jonathan, the nations about them should bear
them ill-will, and though they were before quiet on account
of Jonathan, should now rise up against them, and, by
making war against them, should put them into the
utmost dangers. And indeed what they suspected really
befell them, for when those nations heard of the death of
Jonathan, they began to make war against the Jews as
now destitute of a leader ; and Trypho himself got an
army together, and was minded to go up to Judsea, and
make war against its inhabitants. But when Simon saw
that the people of Jerusalem were terrified at the circum-
stances they were in, he desired to make a speech to them,
and so to render them more resolute in opposing Trypho

> Acre. 'Ak/ca.
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when he should come against them. So he called the
people together into the temple, and there began to en-

courage them as follows. " My countrymen, you are not
ignorant that my father, and myself, and my brothers, have
hazarded our lives, and that willingly, for the recovery of

your liberty. Since I have therefore such examples before

me, and we of our family have determined even to die for

our laws and religion, no terror shall be so great as to

banish this resolution from our souls, nor to introduce in

its place a love of life and contempt for glory. Do you
therefore follow me with alacrity wherever I shall lead
you, not being destitute of a leader willing to suffer and
dare the greatest things for you ; for neither am I better

than my brothers that I should be sparing of my own life,

nor worse than them so as to avoid and refuse what they
thought the most honourable of all things, namely, to

undergo death for your laws and worship of G-od. I will

therefore give them sufficient proof that I am their very

brother ; and I am so bold as to expect that I shall avenge
their blood upon our enemies, and deliver you all, with

your wives and children, from the injuries they intend

against you, and with God's assistance preserve your
temple from destruction by them, for I see that these

nations hold you in contempt, as being without a leader,

and so are encouraged to make war against you."

§ 4. By this speech Simon inspired the multitude

with courage, and as they had been before dispirited

through fear, they were now raised to a good hope of

better things, insomuch, that the whole multitude of the

people cried out with one voice that Simon should be their

leader ; and that, instead of his brothers Judas and Jona-

than, he should have the government over them : and they

promised that they would obey him whatever he should

command them. So he got together immediately all his

own soldiers that were fit for war, and made haste to re-

build the walls of the city, and to strengthen it by very

high and strong towers, and sent a friend of his, one Jona-

than, the son of Absolom, to Joppa, and gave him orders

to eject its inhabitants, for he was afraid that they would
deliver up the city to Trypho ; but he himself stayed to

look after Jerusalem.
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§ 5. Now Trypho removed from Ptoleinais with a great

army, and cam.e into Judaea, and brought Jonathan with
him in bonds. And Simon met him with his army at the

city of Addida,' which is upon a hill, and beneath it lie the

plains of Judsea. And when Trypho knew that Simon had
been made their leader by the Jews, he sent to him, and
would have imposed upon him by deceit and treachery, and
bade him, if he would have his brother Jonathan released, to

send a hundred talents of silver, and two of Jonathan's
sons as hostages, that when he should be released, he
v/ould not make Judaea revolt from the king, for at pre-

sent he was kept in bonds on account of the money he had
borrowed of the king, and still owed. But although Simon
was aware of the craft of Trypho, and although he knew
that if he gave him the money he should lose it, and that

Trypho would not set his brother free, and that he himself

would also be delivering up the sons of Jonathan to the

enemy, yet because he was afraid that he would be calum-
niated among the multitude as the cause of his brother's

death, if he neither gave the money nor sent Jonathan's sons,

he gathered his army together, and told them what offers

Trypho had made, and added that the offers were a snare

and treacherous, and yet that it was preferable to send
the money and Jonathan's sons than to be liable to the im-
putation of being unwilling to save his brother through
not complying with Trypho's offers. Accordingly, Simon
sent the sons of Jonathan and the money ; but when
Trypho had received them he did not keep his promise,
nor set Jonathan free, but took his army, and went all

about the country, and resolved to go afterwards to Jeru-
salem byway of Idumaea, and went to Adora^ a city of

Idumsea. And Simon marched out against him with his

army, and still kept pitching his own camp over against
his.

§ 6. Now when those that were in the citadel sent to

Trypho, and besought him to make haste and come to

them, and to send them provisions, he got his cavalry ready,

as though he would be at Jerusalem that very night. But
so great a quantity of snow fell in the night, that it covered

' Haditheh, close to Lydda.
^ Aduraim of 2 Chron. xi. 9. DUra, five miles west of Hebron.
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tlie roads, and lay so deep, that there was no getting on,

especially for horses. This hindered him. from coming to
Jerusalem, so Trypho removed from thence, and went into
Coele- Syria, and made a hurried raid into the land of Gilead,
and slew Jonathan there, and when he had given order for
his burial, returned himself to Antioch. But Simon sent

some to the city Basca' to bring away his brother's bones,
and buried them in their own city Modiim,^ and all the
people made great lamentation over him. Simon also erected

a very large monument of white and polished stone to his

father and brothers, and raised it a great height, so as to be
seen a long way off, and made porticoes about it, and set

up pillars which were of one stone apiece, a work wonderful
to see. Moreover, he built seven pyramids also to his

parents and brothers, one for each of them, which were
very wonderful both for size and beauty, and which
have been preserved to this day. And we know that it was
Simon who exhibited so much zeal about the burial of

Jonathan, and the building of these monuments to his re-

lations. Now Jonathan died when he had been high priest

four years,^ and had also been the ruler of his nation. And.
these were the circumstances of his death.

§ 7. But Simon, who was made high priest by the people,

in the very first year of his high priesthood set the nation

free from their slavery under the Macedonians, so that

they paid tribute to them no longer ; which liberty and
freedom from tribute they obtained after a hundred and
seventy years of the kingdom of the Assyrians,'' which was

^ The Bascama of 1 Mace . xiii. 23 ; not identified.

' cl-Medieh.
' There is some error in the copies here, when no more than four

years are a.scribed to the high priesthood of Jonathan. We Itnow by
Josephus's last Jewish chronology, Antiq. xx. 10, that there was an
interval of seven years between the death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the

last high iiriest, and the real high-priesthood of Jonathan, to wliom yet

those seven j'ears seem here to be ascribed, as a part of them were to

Judas before, Antiq. xii. 10, § 6. Now since, besides these seven years'

interregnum in the pontificate, we are told, Antiq. xx. 10, that Jonathan's

real high priesthood lasted seven years more ; these two seven years will

make up fourteen years, which I suppose was Josephus's own number
in this place, instead of the four in our present copies.—W.

* These 170 years of the Assyrians mean no more, as Josephus

explains himself here, ) han from the era of Seleucus, which, as it is known



398 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK XIII.

after Seleucus/ who was called Nicator, got the dominion
over Syria. Now the affection of the people to Simon
was so great, that in their contracts with one another, and
in their public records, they wrote, " In the first year of

Simon the benefactor and ethnarch of the Jews :
" for

under him they were very successful, and overcame the

enemies that were round about them. For Simon over-

threw the cities of Gazara ^ and Joppa and Jamnia,^ and
took the citadel of Jerusalem by siege, and razed it to the

ground, that it might not be any more a point d'appui for

their enemies, when they occupied it, to do them a mis-

chief, as it had been till then. And when he had done
this, he thought it the best way, and for their advantage,

to level the very mountain itself upon which the citadel

happened to stand, that so the temple might be higher

than it. And, indeed, when he had called the multi-

tude to an assembly, he persuaded them to have it de-

molished, by reminding them what miseries they had
suffered by its garrisons and the Jewish deserters, and
what miseries they might hereafter suffer in case any
foreigner should seize the kingdom, and put a gai-rison

into that citadel. This speech induced the multitude to

compliance, because he exhorted them to do nothing but
what was for their own good So they all set to work and
levelled the moimtain, and spent both day and night in

that work without any intermission, and it took them three

whole years before it was brought to a level with the rest

of the city. After this the temple was the highest of all

the buildings, now the citadel and mountain whereon it

stood were demolished. And these actions were thus per-

formed under Simon.

to have begun in the 312th year before the Christian era, from its

spring in the first book of Maccabees, and from its autnmn in the second
book of Maccabees, so did it not begin at Babylon till tlie next spring,

on the 311th year. And it is truly observed by Dr. Hudson nn this

place, that the Syrians and Assyrians are sometimu;, cnMfi>unded in

ancient authors, according to the words of Justin the epitoniizer of
Trogiis Pompeius, who says that " the Assyrians were afterwards called

Syrians," i. 11. See Jewish War, v. 1), § i, where the Philistines them-
selves, at the very south limit of S_rria, in its utmost extent, are called

Assyrians by Josephus, as Spanheim observes.

—

W.
' In 312 B.C. ; the first vear of Simon was 143-2 B.C.
•' TdlJezar.

'
'' Yebnah.
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CHAP. vn.

How Simon confederated himself with Antiochus Piw, and
made War against Trypho, and a little afterwards against

Cendebceus, the General of Antiochus' s Army ; as also how
Simon ivas treacherously murdered by his son-in-law

Ptolemy.

§1-

NOW a little while after Demetrius had been captured,

Tryplio his governor murdered Antiochus ' the son of

Alexander,^ who was called ' the god,' ^ when he had
reigned four years, though he gave it out that he died

under the hands of the surgeons. He then sent his friends

and those that were most intimate with him to the soldiers,

and promised that he would give them a great deal of

money if they would elect him king. He represented to

them that Demetrius was made captive by the Parthians,

and that Demetrius's brother Antiochus, if he ever came
to be king, would do them a great deal of hurt, in revenge

for their revolting from his brother. So the soldiers, in

expectation of the wealth they should get by bestowing

the kingdom on Trypho, made him their ruler. However,

when he had gained ths management of affairs, Trypho

showed his wicked disposition. For while he was a private

person he paid court to the multitude, and pretended to

o-reat moderation, and so drew them on artfully to what-

ever he pleased, but when he had once got the kingdom,

he laid aside any further dissimulation, and was the true

Trypho.' And this behaviour made his enemies superior to

' Antiochus VI., Theos, son of Alexandei" Balas and Cleopatra,

14.5 B.C.
- How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the epitome of Livy informs us,

chiip. 53, viz. that he corrupted his physicians or surgeons, who falsely

pretending to the people that he was perishing with the stone, as they

cut him for it, killed him, which exactly agrees with Josephus.— VV.

^ That tliis Antiochus, the son of Alexander Balas, was called 'the

o-od ' is evident from his coins, which Spanheim assures us bear this

fnscription, ' King Antiochus the God, Epiphanes the Victorious.'—W.
• A paronomasia or play on his name, which might signify Haughty

or Insolent.
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him, for the soldiers hated him, and revolted from him to

Cleopatra the wife of Demetrius, who was then shut up in

Seleucia^ with her children. But as Antiochus' (the brother

of Demetrius) who was called Soter was wandering about,

not being admitted by any of the cities on account of

Trypho, Cleopatra sent to him, and invited him to marry

her, and to take the kingdom. The reasons why she in-

vited him to do so were these, that her friends persuaded

her to it, and that she was afraid for herself, in case some

of the people of Seleucia should deliver up the city to

Trypho.

§ 2. After Antiochus had come to Seleucia, as his forces

increased every day, he marched out to fight Trypho,

and having beaten him in battle, drove him out of

Tipper Syria into Phoenicia, and pursued him there, and
besieged him in Dora ' where lie had fled, which was a

fortress hard to be taken. He also sent ambassadors to

Simon the high priest of the Jews, about a league of friend-

ship and mutual alhance. And he readily accepted his

proposal and sent to Antiochus great sums of money and
provisions for those that besieged Dora, and supplied them
very plentifully, so that for a little while he was looked

upon as one of his warmest friends. And Trypho fled

from Dora to Apamea,^ where he was besieged and taken,

and put to death, after he had reigned three years.

§ 3. Antiochus, however, because of his covetous and

wicked disposition forgot the kind assistance that Simon
had afforded him in his necessity, and handed over an

army to his friend Cendebaeus, and sent him to ravage

Judsea, and to seize Simon. When Simon heard of Antio-

chus' iniquitous conduct, although he was now in years,

yet, being exasperated at the unjust treatment he had met
with from Antiochus, and with more spirit than his age

warranted, he took like a young man the command of his

army. He sent out his sons first with the bravest of his

soldiers, and himself marched on with his army by another

' Near the mouth of the Orontes.

= Antiochus VII., Sidetes, 137 B.C.

* Dor, Tanturak, on the sea coast, eight miles north of Kaisarlyth,

Ctesarea Palaestina.

< Kal'at cl-McdyJc.
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way, and laid many of Ms men in ambusli in the narrow
mountain passes, nor did lie fail of success in any one of
his mancBuvres, but was too much for his enemies in every
one of them. And he led the rest of his Ufe in peace, and
also himself made a league with the Romans.

§ 4. And he ruled over the Jews eight years, and came
to his end at a feast through the treachery of his son-in-
law Ptolemy, who also arrested his wife and two of his
sons, and kept them in bonds, and sent some to kill

John the third son, whose name was also Hyrcanus. But
the young man perceiving them coining avoided the danger
he was in from them, and made haste into the city [Jeru-
salem], relying on the good-will of the people, because of

the benefits they had received from his father, and because
of the hatred the mob bore to Ptolemy. And when Ptolemy
endeavoured to enter the city by another gate, they drove
him away, having already admitted Hyrcanus.

CHAP. VIII.

Hyrcanus receives the High Priesthood, and ejects Ptolemy
from the Country. Antiochus makes War against Hyr-
canus, and afterwards makes a League with him.

§1-

SO Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses that was
above Jericho, called Dagon :

' but Hyrcanus, having
taken the high priesthood that had been his father's before,

first propitiated God by sacrifices, and then marched against

Ptolemy, and when he attacked the fortress, he was in all

other respects too much for Ptolemy, but was overcome by
compassion for his mother and brothers. For Ptolemy
brought them out on the walls, and ill-treated them in the

sight of all, and threatened that he would throw them
down headlong, unless Hyrcanus raised the siege. And as

he thought that the mor« he relaxed his energy about
taking the place, the more did he show favour to those

' Not identified.

II. D D
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that were dearest to him by preventing their sufEerings,

he abated his zeal about it. However, his mother stretched

out her hands, and implored him not to grow remiss on

her account, but to be enraged so much the more, and

to do his utmost to take the place quickly, in order to get

his enemy in his power, and revenge himself upon him
for what he had done to those that were his dearest

ones ; for death would be sweet to her, though with tor-

ment, if that enemy of theirs were but brought to punish-

ment for his wicked dealings to them. Now, when his

mother said this, Hyrcanus resolved to take the fortress,

but when he saw her beaten and lacerated, his courage failed

him, and he could not but sym^iathize with his mother's

sufferings, and so was overcome. And as the siege was

protracted owing to this, the year in which the Jews ai-e

wont to rest came on ; for the Jews observe this rest every

seventh year, as they do every seventh day. AndPtolemy,
being for this cause released from the war,' slew the brothers

and mother of Hyrcanus, and when he had so done, fled to

Zeno, who was called Cotyia, the tyrant of the city of Phila-

delphia.^

§ 2. ISTow Antiochus, being very indignant at the miseries

that Simon had brought upon him, invaded Judsea in the

fourth year of his reign, and the first year of the rule of

Hyrcanus, in the hundred and sixty-second Olympiad.^

And when he had ravaged the country, he shut Hyrcanus

' Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent hi!?li priest, John
Hyrcanus, the observation of the Sabbatic year, as Josephus supposed,

required a rest from war, as did that of the weekly Sabbath from work :

unless in case of necessity, when the Jews were attacked by their enemies,

in which case indeed, and in which alone, they then allowed defensive

iiehting to be lawful even on the Sabbath-day, as we see in several

places of .Josephus. Antiq. xii. 6, § 2 ; xiii. 1, !5 3 ; Jewish War, i. 7, § 3.

But then it must be noted, that this rest from war no way apjiears in the

first book of -Maccabees, chap. xvi.,but the direct contrary: though in-

deed the Jews, in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture upon
fighting on the .Sabbath-day, even in the defence nf their own lives, till

the Maccabees decreed so to do, 1 Mace. ii. 32-H, -\ntiq. xii. 7. § 2.—W.
' Kabbath Ammon, east of Jordan, now 'Amman.
' Josephus's copies, both Greek and Latin, have here a gross mistake,

when thi'y say that this first year of John Hyrcanus, whicli we have

just now .seen to have been a Sabbatic year, was in the 162nd Olympiad,
whereas it was for certain the second year i>f tlie IGlst. See the like

before, xii. 7, § 6.

—

W.
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up in the city, which he surrounded with seven camps,
hut accomplished nothing much at first, because of the
strength of the walls and the valour of the besieged, and
also from want of water, which they were delivered from
by a great downfall of rain at the setting of the Pleiades.'

However, at the north part of the wall, where the ground
happened to be level, the king raised a hundred towers,
each three stories high, and placed bodies of soldiers upon
them, and made attacks every day, and cut a double
ditch deep and broad, and so shut the inhabitants in. But
the besieged contrived to make frequent sallies out, and
if the enemy at any point were not upon their guard, they
fell upon them, and did them a great deal of hurt, and
if the enemy perceived them, they then easily retired.

And as Hyrcanus saw the inconvenience of having so great

a number of men in the city, for provisions were sooner
consumed by them, and yet, as one may well suppose,

great numbers did nothing, he weeded the useless ones

and excluded them out of the city, and retained those

only who were in the flower of their age and fit for war.

However, Autiochus would not let those that were excluded

go away, so they wandered about among the walls, and
wasted away by famine, and died miserably. But when
the feast of Tabernacles was at hand, those that were
within commiserated their condition, and received them
in again. And when Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and
desired there might be a truce for seven days because

of the festival, he yielded to his piety towards G-od, and
agreed to a truce, and also sent in a magnificent sacrifice,

bulls with their horns gilded," and all sorts of sweet spices,

and gold and silver cups. And those that were at the

' This heliacal setting of the Pleiades, or seven stars, was, in the

days of Hyi-eanus and Josephus, early in the spring, about February,

the time of the latter rain in Judiea ; and this, so far as I remember, is

the only astronomical character of time, besides one eclipse of the moon
in the reign of Herod, that we meet with in all Josephus, the Jews
being little accustomed to astronomical observations, any further than

for the uses of their calendar, and utterly forbidden those astrological

uses which the heathens commonly made of them.—W.
' Dr. Hudson tells us here, that this custom of gilding the horns of

those oxen that were to be sacrificed, is a known thing both in the poets

and orators.

—

W.
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gates received the sacrifice from those that brought it, and
took it to the temple, Antiochus in the meanwhile feasting

his army ; which was very different conduct from that of

Antiochus Epiphanes, who, when he had taken the city,

offered swine upon the altar, and sprinkled the temple

with the broth of their flesh, violating the laws of the

Jews, and the religion they derived from their forefathers

;

for which reason our nation made war upon him, and would
never be reconciled to him. But all called this Antiochus

Pious for the great zeal he showed in religion.

§ 3. And Hyrcanus took this moderation of his kindly,

and when he saw how religious he was towards the Deity,

he sent an embassage to him, and desired that he would
restore their national polity. And Antiochus rejected the

counsel of those that would have had him utterly destroy

the nation because of their holding aloof from other

nations, and did not regard what they said, but being

persuaded that all they did was done from piety, he
answered the ambassadors, that if the besieged would
deliver up their arms, and pay tribute to him for Joppa
and the other cities which bordered upon Judsea, and
would admit a garrison of his, he would on these terms
make war against them no longer. But the Jews, although
they were content with the other conditions, would not
agree to admit a garrison, because they did not associate

with other people ; but they were willing, instead of the
admission of a garrison, to give him hostages, and five

hundred talents of silver, of which they paid down three

hundred at once, and sent the hostages, whom king Antio-
chus accepted, one of whom was Hyrcanus' brother.

Hyrcanus also demolished the fortifications that went round
the city : and on these conditions Antiochus raised the
siege and departed.

§ 4. Now Hyrcanus opened the tomb of David, who
excelled all other kings in riches, and took out of it three

thousand talents, and relying on this store, was the first of

the Jews that kept foreign troops. There was also a league
of friendship and mutual alliance made between him
and Antiochus, so Hyrcanus admitted him into the city,

and furnished him vrith whatever his army wanted in great

plenty and with great generosity, and accompained him
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when he made an expedition against the Parthians. Nico-
laus of Damascus bears me out as to this, who writes in

his history as follows. " When Antiochus had erected a

trophy at the river Lycus,' upon his conquest of Indates, the

general of the Parthians, he stayed there two days, at the

request of Hyrcanus the Jew, because of a national festival,

whereon the laws of the Jews did not allow them to

travel." And truly he did not speak falsely in saying so

;

for the festival of Pentecost was the next day to the

Sabbath ; nor is it lawful for us to journey ^ either on the

Sabbath-days, or on a festival day. But when Antiochus
joined battle with Arsaces the Parthian, he lost a great

part of his army, and was himself slain : and his brother

Demetrius ^ succeeded him in the kingdom of Syria, Arsaces

having freed him from his captivity when Antiochus at-

tacked Parthia, as I have previously related elsewhere.

CHAP. rx.

How, after the Death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus made an

Expedition against Syria, and made a League with the

Somans. Concerning the Death of King Demetrius and
Alexander.

BUT when Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antiochus,

he straightway made an expedition against the cities

of Syria, thinking, as was indeed the case, to find them
destitute of fighting men, and of such as were able to

defend them. However, it was not till the sixth month
that he took Medaba,-" and that not without his army suffer-

ing great hardships. After this he took Samega,' and the

' Apparently the Lycus, Nahr el-Kelb, north of Beiriit.

- The Jews were not to march or journey on the Sabbath, or on such

a great festival as was equivalent to the Sabbath, any further than a

' Sabbath-day's journey,' or 2,000 cubits.—W.
' Demetrius II., Nicator, reaseended the throne in 128 B.C., after the

defeat and death of Antiochus VII., Sidetes.

* Medeba, east of the Jordan.
' In Jewish War, i. 2, § 6, Samaea ; supposed to be near Lake

Merom.
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places in its neighbourhood, and besides these Shechem ' and
Gerizim, and the nation of the Outhseans, who dwelt near the
temple (like the one at Jerusalem) which Alexander per-

mitted Sanballat the general to build, for the sake of

Manasseh, who was son-in-law to Jaddus, the high priest,

as I have formerly related, which temple was now laid waste
two hundred years after it was built. Hyrcanus took also

Adoraf and Marissa,' cities of Idumaea, and subdued all

the Idumaeans, and permitted them to stay in their own
country, if they would circumcise their foreskins, and con-

form to the laws of the Jews. And they were so desirous
of living in the country of their forefathers, that they sub-
mitted to circumcision and the rest of the Jewish mode
of life

;
'' since which time they have been accounted no

other than Jews.

§ 2. Hyrcanus the high priest was also desirous to

renew the friendship they had with the Romans. Accord-
ingly he sent an embassage to them ; and when the senate
had received his letter, they made friendship with him
in the follovsdng manner. " Tanius (the son of Marcus)
the prtetor gathered the senate together on the eighth
day before the Ides of February in the Comitia, in the
presence of Lucius Manlius, the son of Lucius, of the

' Ndbhi3. ^ Adoraim, Bilra.
" Maresliah, Kh. Her ash, near Beit Jihrin.
* This account of the Idumasans submitting to circumcision, and the

entire Jewish law, from this time, or from the daj'S of Hj'rcanus, is

confirmed by their entire history afterwards. See Antiq. xiv. 8, § 1 ; xv.

7, § 9 ; Jewish War, ii. 3, § 1 ; iv. 4, § 5. This, in the opinion of Jose-
phus, made them proselytes of justice, or entire Jews, as here and
elsewhere, Antiq. xiv. 8, § 1. However, Antigonus, the enemy of
Herod, though Herod was derived from such a proselyte of justice for

several generations, will allow him to be no more than a ' half Jew,'
xiv. 15, § 2. But still take out of Dean Prideaux, at the year 129, the
words of Ammonins, ii grammarian, which fully confirm this account of
the Idumasans in Josephus. " The Jews (says he) are such by nature,
and from the beginning, whilst the Idumseans were not Jews from tlie

beginning, but Phcsnicians and Syrians
; but being afterward subdued

by the Jews, and compelled to be circumcised, and to unite into one
nation, and be subject to the same laws, tliey were called Jews." Dio
also says, as the Dean there quotes him, from book xxxvi. p. 37.
" That, country is called ' Judiea,' and the people ' Jews ; ' and this mime
is given also to as many others as embrace their religion, though of
other nations.''—W.
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Mentine tribe, and Caius Sempronius, the son of Caius, of

the Falernian tribe, to discuss what the ambassadors
sent by the people of the Jews, viz. Simon the son of

Dositheus, and ApoUonius the son of Alexander, and Dio-

dorus the son of Jason, all three good and virtuous men,
came to treat about, namely the league of friendship and
mutual alliance which existed between them and the

Eomans, and about other public affairs. For example, they

desired that Joppa and its havens, and Gazara^ and its

springs, and the several other cities and places of theirs

which Antiochus had taken from them in war contrary to the

decree of the senate, might be restored to them, and that it

might not be lawful for the king's troops to pass through

their country, or the countries of those that were subject to

them, and that whatever had been decreed by Antiochus

during the war, without the consent of the senate, might

be made void, and that the Romans would send ambas-

sadors, who would take care that restitution should be made
to them of what Antiochus had taken from them, and that

they would make an estimate of the country that had been

laid waste in the war, and that they would grant them
letters of protection to kings and commonwealths for their

security on their return home. It was decreed then as to

these points to renew the league of friendship and mutual

alliance with these good men, who were sent by a good

and friendly people." But as to the letters desired, their

answer was that the senate would consult about that

matter when their own aifairs would give them leave, and

that they would endeavour for the time to come that no

such injury should be done them ; and that the prsetor

Fanius should give them money out of the public treasury

to pay their expenses home. And thus did Fanius dis-

miss the Jewish ambassadors, and gave them money out

of the public treasury, and gave the decree of the senate to

those that were to conduct them on their way and to see

that they got home safely-

§ 3. And thus stood the affairs of Hyrcanus the high

priest. But as for king Demetrius, who wished to make

war against Hyrcanus, he had no opportunity or chance

1 TellJezar.
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for it, as both the Syrians and soldiers hated him, because

he was a bad man. And when they had sent ambas-
sadors to Ptolemy^ who was called Physcon, begging
him to send them one of the family of Seleucus to take

the kingdom, and he had sent them Alexander^ (who
was also called Zebina) with an army, and there was a

battle between them, Demetrius was beaten in the fight,

and fled to Cleopatra his wife to Ptolemais, but his wife

would not receive him, so he went thence to Tyre, and was
there taken, and when he had suffered much at the hands
of those that hated him, he was slain by them.' And
Alexander took over the kingdom, and made a league with
Hyrcanus the high priest, but afterwards when he fought
with Antiochus the son of Demetrius,^ who was also called

Grypus, he was beaten in the fight and slain.

CHAP X.

How, upon the Quarrel hetween Antiochus Grypus and
Antiochus Cyzicenus about the Kingdom, Hyrcanus took

Samaria, and utterly demolished it ; and how Hyrcanus
joined himself to the Sect of the Sadducees, and left that

of the Pharisees.

§1-

WHEN Antiochus had taken over the kingdom of

Syria, he was afraid to lead an army into Judsea,

because he heard that his uterine brother, who was also

called Antiochus,' was raising an army against him from
Cyzicus. So he stayed at home, and resolved to prepare

himself for the attack he expected from his brother, who
was called Cyzicenus, because he had been brought up in

Cyzicus." He was the son of Antiochus who was called

Soter, who died in Parthia, and was the brother of De-
metrius, the father of Antiochus G-ryiDus, for it so happened
that Cleopatra had married two brothers, as I have related

' Ptolemy VII.. Euergetes II., 146-117 B.C.
^ 128 B.C.

'

M28 B.C.
* 126 B.C. ' 114 B.C.
° Near Pmiderma, on the coast of the Sea of Marmora.
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elsewhere. This Antiochus Cyzicenus went into Syria and
continued many years at war with his brother. Now Hyr-
canus lived all this while in peace. For after the death of

Antiochus he revolted fromthe Macedonians, nor did he any
longer pay them the least regard either as their subject or

their friend, but his affairs were in a very improving and
flourishing condition in the times of Alexander Zebina,

and especially under the brothers G-rypus and Cyzicenus.

For the war which they had with one another gave Hyrca-
nus the opportunity of enjoying himself ia Judsea quietly,

insomuch that he amassed an immense quantity of money.
However, when Antiochus Cyzicenus ravaged his land, he

then openly showed his hand, and when he saw that

Antiochus was destitute of Egyptian auxiliaries, and that

both he and his brother were worn out by the struggles

they had with one another, he despised them both.

§ 2. And he made an expedition against Samaria, which

was a very strong city; of whose present name Sebaste,'

and its rebuilding by Herod, I shall speak at the proper

place. And he attacked and besieged it vigorously,

for he was greatly displeased with the Samaritans for

the injuries they had done to the people of Marissa,

who were colonists and allies of the Jews, at the bidding

of the kings of Syria. When he had therefore drawn
a trench, and built a double wall fourscore furlongs long

all round the city, he set his sons Antigonus and Aristobulus

over the siege. And they brought the Samaritans to

such great distress by famine, that they were forced to

eat what is not usually eaten, and to invite Antiochus

Cyzicenus to help them, who came readily to their assis-

tance, but was beaten by Aristobulus, and pursued as far

as Scythopolis by the two brothers, but got away. And
they returned to Samaria, and shut up the Samaritans

again within the wall, till they were forced to send for the

same Antiochus a second time to help them, who procured

about six thousand men from Ptolemy Lathurus, whom
he sent without his mother's consent, so that she nearly

turned him out of the succession. With these Egyptians

Antiochus at first overran and ravaged the country of

' Sebusiieh.
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Hyrcanus like a robber, for he durst not meet him face to

face to fight with him, not having an army sufficient for

that purpose, but he supposed that by thus ravaging his

land he should force Hyrcanus to raise the siege of Samaria.

However, as he fell into ambush and lost many of his

soldiers, he went away to Tripolis, and committed the

carrying on of the war against the Jews to Callimander

and Epicrates.

§ 3. As to Callimander, he attacked the enemy too rashly,

and was put to flight, and slain immediately ; and as to

Epicrates, he was such a lover of money, that he openly

betrayed Seythopolis and other places near it to the Jews,

but was not able to make them raise the siege of Samaria.

And when Hyrcanus had taken the city, which was not till

after a year's siege, he was not content with that only, but

he razed Samaria to the ground, and brought rivulets to it

to swamp it, and by digging through it he made a lake of

it, and took away all indications that there had ever been

a city there at all. Now a very surprising thing is related

of this high priest Hyrcanus, how God came to talk with

with him. For they say that, on the very day on which his

sons fought with Antiochus Cyzicenus, he was alone in

the temple as high priest burning incense, and heard a

voice saying that his sons had just overcome Antiochus.

And he openly declared this to all the multitude upon his

coming out of the temple, and it proved true. Such was
the condition of affairs with Hyrcanus.

§ 4. Now it happened at this time, that not only were
those Jews who were at Jerusalem and in Judaea in pros-

perity, but also those who dwelt at Alexandria and in

Egypt and Cyprus. For Cleopatra the queen was at variance

with her son Ptolemy who was called Lathurus, and ap-

pointed as her generals Chelcias and Ananias, the sons of

that Onias who built the temple like that at Jerusalem in

the district of Heliopolis, as I have elsewhere related.

Cleopatra intrusted her army to these men, and did nothing
without their advice, as Strabo of Cappadocia attests in

the following words. " Now most, both of those that

came to Cyprus with us, and of those that were sent

afterwards there by Cleopatra, revolted to Ptolemy imme-
diately ; only those Jews that were called Onias' party
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continued faithful, because their countrymen Chelcias and
Ananias were in chief favour with the queen." These are
the words of Strabo.

§ 5. However, this prosperous state of affairs moved the
Jews to envy Hyrcanus, and they that were the worst dis-

posed to him were the Pharisees, who were one of the sects
of the Jews, as I have stated already. And so great is

their influence over the multitude, that when they say any-
thing against the king, or against the high priest, they are
at once believed. Now Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs,

and greatly beloved by them. And once he invited them
to a feast, and entertained them very kindly, and when he
saw them in a good humour, began to say to them, that
they knew he was desirous to be a righteous man, and to

do all things whereby he might please God, which was the
very profession of the Pharisees. However, he desired, if

they observed him offending in any point, and going out
of the right way, that they would call him back and correct

him. And as they testified to his being entirely virtuous,

he was well pleased with their commendation. But one of

his guests there, whose name was Eleazar, a man malig-
nant by nature and delighting in faction, said, " Since thou
desirest to know the truth, if thou wilt be righteous in

earnest, lay down the high priesthood, and content thyself

with the civil government of the people." And when he
desired to know for what reason he ought to lay down the

high priesthood, the other replied, " We have heard from
old men, that thy mother was a captive in the reign of

Antiochus Epiphanes." This story was false, and Hyr-
canus was very angry with him, and all the Pharisees were
very indignant.

§ 6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great friend of

Hyrcanus, but of the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions

are quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He told Hyr-
canus that Eleazar had cast that slur upon him according

to the general opinion of all the Pharisees, and that this

would be made manifest, if he would but ask them the

question, what punishment they thought Eleazar deserved

for what he had said. And Hyrcanus having asked the

Pharisees what punishment they thought Eleazar deserved

(for he would feel sure that the slur was not laid on him with
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their approbation, if they were for punishing him as his
crime deserved), the Pharisees made answer, that Bleazar
deserved stripes and honds, but that it did not seem right
to punish his taunt with death. And indeed the Pharisees
generally are not apt to be severe in punishments. At
this mild sentence Hyrcanus was very angry, and thought
that the man had reproached him with their approbation.
But it was Jonathan who chiefly exasperated him against
them, and influenced him so that he made him join the
Sadducees and leave the party of the Pharisees, and
abolish the decrees they had imposed on the people,

and punish those that observed them. From this source
arose that hatred which he and his sons met with from the
multitude ; but of this I shall speak hereafter. What I
would now merely state is this, that the Pharisees have de-
livered to the people a great many traditional observances
handed down from their fathers, which are not written in

the laws of Moses, and for that reason it is that the
Sadducees reject them, and say that we are to esteem those
observances obligatory that are in the written word, but
are not to observe what are derived from the tradition of
our forefathers. And great disputes and difEerences have
arisen concerning these things among them, as the Sad-
ducees influence none but the rich, and have not the popu-
lace on their side, but the Pharisees have the multitude to
back them. But as to these two sects and that of the
Essenes I have given an accurate account in the second
book of the Jewish War.

§ 7. But when Hyrcanus had put an end to this sedition,

he afterwards lived happily, and administered the govern-
ment in the best manner for thirty-one years, and then
died, leaving behind him five sons. He was esteemed by
God worthy of the three greatest privileges, the government
of his nation, the dignity of the high priesthood, and the
power of prophecy, for Grod was with him, and enabled
him to know and foretell the future. Thus, as to his two
eldest sons, he foretold that they would not long continue
in the government of public affairs ; and their unhappy
fate will be worth description, that people may thence learn
how very much they came short of their father's happiness.
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CHAP. XI.

How Aristobulus, when he had taken the Government, put a
Diadem on his Head, and was most barbarously cruel to

his Mother and Brothers ; and how, after he had slain

Antigonus, he himself died.

NOW when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldest

son Aristobulus, intendmg to change the government
into a kingdom, for so he resolved to do, was the lirst

after the captivity to put a diadem on his head, four
hundred and eighty-one years and three months after

the people had been delivered from the Babylonish
slavery, and had returned to their own country again.

This Aristobulus -loved his next brother Antigonus, and
treated him as his equal, but the others he held in

bonds. He also put his mother into prison, because she

disputed the governmentwith him, for Hyrcanus had left her
mistress of all, and proceeded to that degree of barbarity, as

to starve her in prison. He was also estranged from his

brother Antigonus by calumnies, and eventually slew him
too, though he seemed to have a great affection for him, and
made him partner with him in the kingdom. Those calum-

nies he did not at first give credit to, partly because he loved

him and so did not give heed to what was said against him,

and partly because he thought the charges proceeded only

from envy. But when Antigonus once returned from an
expedition, and the feast of Tabernacles was then at hand,

it happened that Aristobulus was fallen sick, and Anti-

gonus went up most splendidly adorned to the temple, with

his soldiers about him in their armour, to celebrate the

feast, and to put up many prayers for the recovery of his

brother, and some wicked persons, who had a great mind to

set the brothers at variance, made a handle of the pompous
appearance of Antigonus, and of the great actions which

he had done, and went to the king, and spitefully exag-

gerated his pompous show at the feast, and insLtuiated

that all this behaviour was not like that of a private person.
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but an indication that he aspired to royal authority,

and that his coming with a strong body of men must be
with an intention to kill him, and that his way of reason-

ing was, that it was silly in him, when he might reign

himself, to look upon it as a great favour that he shared
in the honour of his brother.

§ 2. Aristobulus listened unwillingly to these insinua-

tions, but took care not only that his brother should not
suspect him, but also that he himself should run no risk of

his own safety ; so he posted his guards in a certain place

that was underground and dark, (he himself then lying ill

in the tower which was called Antonia,') and commanded
them, in case Antigonus came to him unarmed, not. to in-

jure him at all, but if he came armed, to kill him. And
he sent to Antigonus, and desired that he would come un-
armed ; but the queen, and those that joined with her in

the plot against Antigonus, persuaded the messenger to

tell him the direct contrary, how his brother had heard
that he had got a fine suit of armour for war, and
desired him to come to him in that armour, that he
might see it. And Antigonus, suspecting no treachery,

and relying on the good-will of his brother, came to

Aristobulus armed, as he was, in his entire armour, in

order to show it him. But when he was come to a place

which was called Strato's Tower, where the j)assage hap-
pened to be very dark, the guards slew him. Now this

death of his proves that nothing is stronger than envv
and calumny, and that nothing does more alienate the
good- will and natural affections of men than these passions.

But here one may take occasion to marvel at one Judas,
who was of the sect of the Essenes, and who never missed
the truth in his predictions ; for when he saw Anti-
gonus passing by the temple, he cried out to his com-
panions and friends, who dwelt with him as his scholars

in the art of foretelling things to come, that it was
good for him to die now, since he had spoken falselv

about Antigonus, who was still alive, for he saw hiin.

' The tower Antonia, on the north of the Temple. Josephus here
uses the later name; it was called Baris at this period, see Antiq. xv.

11, § 4, and was strengthened and partially rebuilt bv Herod the
Great.
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passing by, although he had foretold that he should die
that very day at the place called Strato's Tower, and
the place where he had foretold he should be slain was six
hundred furlongs off, and most of the day was already
past, so that he was in danger of proving a false prophet.
As he was saying this in a dejected mood, the news came
that Antigonus was slain in a place under ground, which
was also itself called Strato's Tower, having the same name
as that Csesarea' which lies on the sea. This event greatly
disturbed the prophet.

§ 3. But Aristobulus repented immediately of this
slaughter of his brother, on which account his disease in-

creased upon him, and he was so disturbed in mind at
such blood-guiltiness, that his inward parts consumed away
owing to his intolerable pain, and he vomited blood, which
one of the servants that attended upon him, when carrying
it away, did, by divine providence, as I cannot but think,

slip down and shed part of it at the very place where there
were spots of Antigonus' blood there slain still remaining.
And when there was a cry raised by the spectators, as if

the servant had shed the blood in that place on purpose,
Aristobulus heard it, and inquired what the matter was ?

And as they did not answer him, he was the more earnest

to know what it was, it being natural to men to suspect

that what is concealed in such cases is very bad. So upon
his threatening, and forcing them by terrors to speak, they
at length told him the truth : whereupon he shed many
tears, in the mental agony which arose from his con-

sciousness of what he had done, and gave a deep groan,

and said, " I am not, I see, to escape the detection of Grod

for the impious and horrid crimes I have been guilty of,

but a quick punishment is coming upon me for shed-

ding the blood of my relations. And now, most shame-
less body of mine, how long wilt thou retain a soul that

ought to die to ajjpease the ghosts of my brother and
mother ? Why dost thou not give it all up at once ? And
whv do I deliver up my blood drop by drop, to those whom
I have so wickedly murdered ? " In saying these last

words, he died, having reigned a year. He was called a

' The ancient name of Ciesarea Palaestina was Strato's Tower.
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lover of the Greeks,' and had conferred many benefits on
his own country, having made war against Ituraea, and
added a great part of it to Judsea, and compelled the in-

habitants, if they would remain in that country, to be cir-

cumcised, and to live according to the Jewish laws. He
was naturally a man of equity, and of great modesty, as

Strabo bears witness on the authority of Timagenes in

the following words. " This man was a man of equity,

and very serviceable to the Jews, for he added a country

to them, and obtained a part of the nation of the Ituraeans

for them, and bound them to them by the bond of the

circumcision of their foreskins."

CHAP. XII.

How Alexander, when he had taken the Government, made an
Expedition against Ptolemais, and then raised the Siege

out offear of Ptolemy Lathurus ; and how Ptolemy made
War against him, because he had sent to Cleopatra to per-

suade her to make War against him, though he pretended

to he in Friendship with him.

§1-

WHEN Aristobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who
was called by the Greeks Alexandra, let his brothers

out of prison (for Aristobulus had kept them there, as I

have said already), and made Alexander Janneas king,

who was superior in age and in moderation. He happened
to be hated by his father as soon as he was born, and was
never permitted to come into his father's sight till he died.

The reason of which hatred is thus reported. As Hyrcanus
loved chiefly his two eldest sons, Antigonus and Aristo-

bulus, he inquired of God, who appeared to him in his

sleep, which of his sons should be his successor ; and upon
God's showing him the countenance of Alexander, he was
grieved that he was to be the heir of all his goods, and
had him brought up in Galilee." However, God did not

' Philhellen.
'^ The reason why Hyrcanus suffered not this son of his, whom he did

not love, to come to Judiea, but ordered him to be brought up in Galilee,
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deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of Aristobulus he
certainly took over the kingdom, and slew one of his

brothers, who aimed at the kingdom, but held the other
in honour, who chose to live a private and a quiet life.

§ 2. When he had settled the government in the manner
that he judged best, he made an expedition against Ptole-

mais ; and having overcome the enemy in battle, he
shut them up in the city, and invested it, and besieged
it ; for of the maritime cities there remained only Ptole-

mais and G-aza to be conquered, and Strato's Tower ^ and
Dora° which were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now as

Antiochus Philometor, and his brother Antiochus who was
also called Cyzicenus, were warring against one another,

and destroying one another's armies, the people of Ptole-

mais could get no assistance from them ; but when they
were hard pressed by this siege, Zoilus, who occupied

Strato's Tower and Dora, and maintained a legion of

soldiers, and, because of the contest between the kings,

aimed at kingly power himself, came and brought some
small assistance to the people of Ptolemais. Nor indeed

had the kings such a friendship for them, as that they

could hope for any aid from them ; for both those kings

were in the case of wrestlers, who finding themselves de-

ficient in strength, and yet being ashamed to yield, put ofE

the fight by laziness, and by resting as long as they can.

The only hope they had remaining was from the kings of

Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathurus who now held Cyprus,

and who went to Cyprus when he was driven from the

government of Egypt by his mother Cleopatra. Sothe people

of Ptolemais sent to him, and desired him to come as an

ally to deliver them, now they were in such danger, out of

the hands of Alexander. And as the ambassadors gave

him hopes, if he would pass over into Syria, that he would

have the people of G-aza on the side of those of Ptolemais,

and also said that Zoilus, and also the Sidonians and

is suggested by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee was not esteemed so happy

and well-cultivated a country as Judaea, Matt. xxvi. 73, John vii. 52,

Acts ii. 7 , although another obvious reason occurs also, that he was further

out of his sight in Galilee than he would have been in Judasa.—W.
^ Caesarea Palsestina, Kaisariyeh.
^ TantHrah.
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many others, would assist him, he was sanguine at this,

and got his fleet ready as soon as possible.

§ 3. Meantime Demsenetus, one that had great powers

of persuasion, and a leader of the populace, made the

men of Ptolemais change their opinions, and said to them,

that it was better, as the future was uncertain, to run all

hazard against the Jews, than to accept evident slaver)'

by delivering themselves up to a master, and besides that,

to have not only a war at present, but to expect a much
greater one from Egypt, for Cleopatra would not permit

Ptolemy's raising an army for himself out of the neigh-

bourhood, but would come against them with a great army
of her own, for she was labouring to eject her son out of

Cyprus even ; and while Ptolemy, if he failed in his hopes,

could still retire to Cyprus, they would be left in the

greatest danger possible. Now Ptolemy, although he lieard

of the change of mind in the people of Ptolemais, yet went
on with his voyage all the same, and put in at a place

called Sycaminus,' and there set his army on shore. His
whole army, horse and foot together, amounted to about

thirty thousand, with which he marched near to Ptolemais,

and there pitched his camp ; but as the peojjle of Ptolemais

would neither receive his messengers, nor hear what they

had to say, he was very anxious.

§ 4. But when Zoilus and the people of G-aza came to

liim, and desired his assistance, because their country was
laid waste by Alexander and the Jews, Alexander raised

the siege for fear of Ptolemy : and when he had drawn off

his army into his own country, he played a double game
afterwards, privately inviting Cleopatra to march against

Ptolemy, but publicly pretending to desire a league of

friendship and mutual alliance with him ; and he promised
to give him four hundred talents of silver, and asked him
in return to put out of the way the tyrant Zoilus and give

his country to the Jews. Then Ptolemy gladly made such

a league of friendship with Alexander, and subdued Zoilus,

but when he afterwards heard that Alexander had privately

made overtures to his mother Cleopatra, he broke his league

of friendship with him, and besieged Ptolemais, because it

^ Haifa el-Atikah, close to Mount Cavmel.
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would not receiveMm ; and leaving his generals, with some
part of his forces, to go on with the siege, he set out him-
self with the rest to subdue Judaea. And when Alexander
understood that this was Ptolemy's intention, he also got
together about fifty thousand soldiers out of his own coun-
try, or, as some writers have said, eighty thousand, and
with this army went to meet Ptolemy. But Ptolemy
unexpectedly made an assault upon Asochis,^ a city of
Galilee, and toot it by storm on the Sabbath-day, "and
captured about ten thousand people, and took a great deal
of spoil.

§ 5. He next tried to take Sepphoris,^ which was a city not
far from thatwhich hadjustbeen sacked, but he lost many of
his men there, and marched on to fight with Alexander. And
he met him near the river Jordan, at a certain place called
Asophon,^ not far from the river Jordan, and pitched his
camp near the enemy. He had eight thousand in the van of
his army whom he called Hecatontamachi,^ who had shields
of brass. Those in the van of Ptolemy's army also had
shields covered with brass : but Ptolemy's soldiers were in
other respects inferior to those of Alexander, and therefore
were more cautious in running hazard : but Philostephanus
the tactician put great courage into them, and ordered
them to cross the river which lay between the two camps.
Nor did Alexander think fit to hinder their passage over
it, for he thought if the enemy had the river on their back,
he should the easier take them prisoners, as they could not
then flee out of the battle. At first the courage and daring
on both sides were alike, and a great slaughter was made
by both the armies ; but Alexander had the best of it, till

Philostephanus divided his troops, and reinforced those
that were giving way ; and as there was no reserve to help

those Jews that gave way, they consequently fled, and
those near them did not assist them, but fled with
them. But Ptolemy's soldiers acted quite differently,

for they followed the Jews, and killed them, and at last

those that slew them pursued aiter them, when they had
made them all run away, and slew them till their weapons

' Probably Kefr Menda, see Life, § 45.
° SefuTiih. ' Not identified.
' That is, able each to fight one hundred men.
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were blunted, and their hands quite tired with slaughter.

And the report was that thirty thousand were slain, but
Timagenes says there were fifty thousand slain. As for

the rest, part of them were taken captive, and part fled

to their own homes.

§ 6. After this victory, Ptolemy scoured all the country
round, and when night came on, he took up his quarters
in certain villages of Judsea, and as he found them full of

women and children, he commanded his soldiers to cut

their throats and hack them in pieces, and then to cast them
into boiling caldrons, and devour their limbs as sacri-

fices. This command was given, that such as fled from the
battle, and came to them, might suppose their enemies were
cannibals, and so might be still more terrified at them upon
such a sight. Both Strabo and Nicolaus afBrm that they
used these people in this manner, as I have already related.

Ptolemy also took Ptolemais by storm, as I have shown
elsewhere.

CHAP. XIII.

How Alexander, upon the League of Alliance which Cleo-

patra had agreed with him, made an Expedition against

Cwle-Syria, and overthrew the City of Gaza ; and how he
slew many myriads of Jews that rebelled against him

:

also concerning Antiochus Grypus, Seleucus, Antiochus
Cyzicenus, Antiochus Pius, and others.

§1-

WHEN Cleopatra saw that her son was grown great,
and laid Judsea waste with security, and had got the

city of Gaza under his power, she resolved no longer to
overlook what he did, as he was at her gates, and as he was
so much stronger now than before, would probably desire
to rule over the Egyptians. So she immediately ad-
vanced against him with both a naval and land force, and
made the Jews Chelcias and Ananias generals of her whole
army, and sent the greatest part of her riches, her grand-
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children, and her will, to the people of Cos.' Cleopatra
also ordered her son Alexander to sail with a great fleet to
Phoenicia, when that country revolted, and herself went to
Ptolemais, and as the people of Ptoleniais would not re-

ceive her, besieged the city. But Ptolemy went out of Syria,

and made haste into Egypt, supposing that he should
find it destitute of an army and so soon take it. But he
failed in his hope. At this time Chelcias, one of Cleopatra's
generals, happened to die in Coele-Syria, as he was in pur-
suit of Ptolemy.

§ 2. When Cleopatra heard of her son's attempt, and
that his Egyptian expedition did not succeed according to

his expectations, she sent part of her army there, and
drove him out of that country. And when he had re-

turned from Egypt again, he spent the winter at Gaza.
And meantime Cleopatra took the garrison that was in

Ptolemais as well as the city by siege, and when Alexander
came to her, he gave her presents, and paid her such marks
of respect as were but proper, since he had had no other

refuge but her in the miseries he endured under Ptolemy.
Now some of her friends urged her to seize Alexander, and
to overrun and take possession of the country, and not to

sit still and see such a multitude of brave Jews subject to

one man. But Ananias' counsel was contrary to theirs,

for he said she would do an unjust action, if she deprived a

man that was her ally of the authority which belonged to

him, and that a man who was related to them. " For
(said he) I would not have thee ignorant of this, that any
injustice thou doest to him, will make all us Jews thy
enemies." Cleopatra hearkened to this advice of Ananias,

and did no injury to Alexander, but made an alliance with
him at Scythopohs, a city of Coele-Syria.

§ 3. Now when Alexander was delivered from the fear he
was in of Ptolemy, he at once made an expedition into

Coele-Syria, and took Gadara,^ after a siege of ten months.

He also took Amathus,' a very strong fortress belonging

to those who dwelt beyond the Jordan, where Theodorus,

' Cos, Stanko, an island off the West Coast of Asia Minor, was the

birthplace of Ptolemy Philadelphus.
^ Umm Keis.
' Hamath, Hama, in the ralley of the Orontes.
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the son of Zeno, had his chief treasures, and what he es-

teemed most precious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon
the Jews, and slew ten thousand of them, and seized on

Alexander's baggage. But this misfortune did not ter-

rify Alexander, but he made a raid on the maritime

parts, as Eaphia^ and Anthedon" (the name of which
last king Herod afterwards changed to Agrippiades), and
took even it by storm. And when he saw that Ptolemy
had retired from G-aza to Cyprus, and that his mother
Cleopatra had returned to Egypt, in his rage because the

people of G-aza had invited Ptolemy to assist them, he
besieged their city and ravaged their country. But when
Apollodotus, the general of the army of Gaza, fell upon the

camp of the Jews by night with two thousand mercenaries

and ten thousand of his own men,' the men of Gaza pre-

vailed while the night lasted, as they made the enemy
believe that it was Ptolemy who attacked them : but when
day dawned, and that mistake was corrected, and the Jews
knew the truth, they rallied and fell upon the men of

Gaza, and slew about a thousand of them. But as the men
of Gaza stoutly resisted, and would not surrender either

for scarcity of j)rovisions or because of the great numbers
that were slain (for they would rather suffer any hardship

whatever than come into the power of their enemies),

Aretas, the kiag of the Arabians, a very illustrious person,

encouraged them by promising that he would come to their

assistance. But before he came Apollodotus happened to

get slain, for his brother Lysimachus, envying him for the

great reputation he had among the citizens, murdered him,

and won over the army, and delivered up the city to Alex-

ander. And he, when he entered first, was quiet, but after-

wards set his army upon the inhabitants of Gaza, and gave

the city up to sack. So some went one way, and some
another, and slew the inhabitants of Gaza ; but they did

not behave cowardly, but opposed those that came to slay

^ See Ant. xiv. 5, g 3, and Jewish War, i. 8, § 4. On the edge of tlie

desert, twenty-two miles S.W. of Gaza, now cr-Bafah.
= See Ant. .xiv. 5, § 3, and xv. 7, § 3 ; Jewish War, i. 4, § 2, i. 8, § 4,

and i. 21, § 8 ; it was twenty stadia, about two and a half miles, south
of Gaza, Tell el-'Ajul or Kefr Hette.

^ I read oiKiitov for the common reading oiKeriuv.
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them, and slew as many of tlie Jews. And some of them,
when they saw themselves deserted, burnt their own houses,

that the enemy might get none of their spoil ; nay, some of

them with their own hands slew their children and wives,

having no other way but this of avoiding slavery for them.
But the senators, who were in all five hundred, fled to

Apollo' s temple (for this attack happened to be made as they
were sitting in council,) and Alexander slew them, and
when he had utterly overthrown their city, he returned
to Jerusalem, having spent a year in the siege.

§ 4. About this very time Antiochus, who was also

called Grypus, was treacherously slain by Heracleon, when
he had lived forty-five years, and reigned twenty-nine.

His son Seleucus ' succeeded him in the kingdom, and
warred with Antiochus, his father's brother, who was also

called Cyzicenus, and beat him, and took him prisoner, and
slew him. But not long after Antiochus,^ the son of Cyzi-

cenus, who was called the Pious, came to Aradus,' and put
the diadem on his own head, and warred against Seleucus,

and beat him, and drove him out of all Syria. And he

fled to Cilicia, and went to Mopsuestia,* and levied money
again upon the people of Mopsuestia ; but they were in-

dignant and burnt down his palace, and slew him and his

friends. But when Antiochus, the son of Cyzicenus, was

king of Syria, Antiochus, the brother of Seleucus, made
war upon him, and was beaten and slaia, he and his army.

After him his brother Philip' put on the diadem, and
reigned over some part of Syria ; but Ptolemy Lathurus

sent for his fourth brother Demetrius, who was called

Eucserus, from Cnidos," and made him king at Damascus.

Both these brothers did Antiochus vehemently oppose,

but soon died ; for when he was come as an ally to Lao-

dice, queen of the Grileadites, who was warring against

the Parthians, he fell fighting courageously. And his two

brothers Demetrius aad Philip governed Syria, as has been

elsewhere related.

§ 5. As to Alexander, his own people were rebellious

1 Seleucus Gryphus, 96 B.C. ^ Antiochus X., 89 B.C.

3 Arvad, the island er-Ruad. * Now Missis, east of Adana.
' 87 B.C.
" The ruins are on Cape Crio, at the S.W. end of Asia Minor.
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against him, for at a festival which was then being cele-

brated, as he stood at the altar and was going to sacrifice, the

nation rose in insurrection against him and pelted him with
citrons [which they then had in their hands,] because the law
of the Jews requires at the feast of Tabernacles that every-

one should have branches of palm-trees and citron-trees,

as I have elsewhere related. They also reviled him, as

descended from a woman who had been a captive,' and so as

unworthy of his dignity, and of sacrificing. At this he was
in a rage, and slew about six thousand of them. He also

constructed a wooden screen round the altar and the temple,

as far as the partition within which it was only lawful for the

priests to enter, and by this means he debarred the mul-
titude from coming near him. He also kept an army of

Pisidian and Cilician mercenaries ; but could not so utilize

the Syrians, as he was their enemy. He also overcame
the Moabites and Grileadites, who were Arabians, and
made them pay tribute. Moreover, he demolished Ama-
thus, as Theodorus durst not fight with him.^ But en-

gaging in battle with Obedas, king of the Arabians,
he fell into an ambush in places that were rugged and
difficult to travel over, and was thrown down into a deep
ravine by a multitude of camels at Gradara a village of

G-ilead, and barely escaped with his life. From thence he
fled to Jerusalem, where because of his ill success the nation
attacked him, and he fought against them for six years,

and slew no less than fifty thousand of them. And when
he begged that they would desist from their ill-will to him,
they hated him so much the more on account of what had
happened ; and when he asked them what he ought to do,

they all cried out that he ought to die, and sent to Deme-
trius Eucserus, and begged him to make an alliance with
them.

' This i-eproach cast on Alexander seems only the repetition of the
old Pharisaical calumny upon his father. See chap. x. § 5.—W.

^ This Theodorus was the son of Zeno, and was in the possession of
Amathus, as we gather from § 3, foregoing.

—

W.
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CHAP. xrv.

Sow Demetrius Eucoerus overcame Alexander, and yet in a
little time retired out of the Country for fear of the Jews.

As also how Alexander slew many of the Jews, and thereby

got rid of his Troubles. Concerning the Death of
Demetrius.

§1-
.

SO Demetrius came with an armj, which he swelled with
those that invited him, and encamped near the city

of Shechem ;
' and Alexander, with six thousand two

hundred mercenaries, and about twenty thousand Jews
who were of his party, marched against Demetrius, who
had three thousand horse and forty thousand foot. Now
there was much negotiation on both sides, Demetrius

trying to make the mercenaries that were with Alexander

desert because they were Greeks, and Alexander trying to

make the Jews desert that were with Demetrius. How-
ever, neither of them could persuade the opposite side to

do as they wished, but a battle ensued, in which Demetrius

was the conqueror, and all Alexander's mercenaries were

killed, when they had given proof of their fidelity and
courage. A great number of Demetrius's soldiers were

slain also.

§ 2. Now when Alexander fled to the mountains, six

thousand of the Jews mustered to him, moved by pity

at his reverse. So Demetrius was afraid, and retired

out of the country ; after which the Jews fought against

Alexander, and were beaten, and slain in great numbers
in the several battles which they had. And when he

had shut up the most powerful of them in the city

of Bethome,^ he besieged them therein ; and when he

had taken the city, and got the inhabitants into his power,

he brought them to Jerusalem, and did one of the most
barbarous actions in the world to them : for as he was

^ Ndhliis.
^ In Jewish War, i. 4, § 6, the name is given as Beraeselis ; the site is

unknown.
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feasting with his concubines in the sight of all the city,

he ordered about eight hundred of them to be crucified,

and while they were still living ordered the throats of

their children and wives to be cut before their eyes. This

was indeed by way of revenge for the injuries they had
done him, but this punishment which he exacted was in-

human, though we suppose him to have been ever so much
distressed, as it is probable he was, by his wars with them,

for he had by their means come to the last degree of

hazard both as to his life and kingdom. For they were not

satisfied to fight only by themselves against him, but in-

troduced foreigners also for the same purpose; nay, at

last they reduced him to that degree of necessity, that he

was forced to deliver back to the king of Arabia the land

of Moab and G-ilead, which he had subdued, and the places

that were in them, that they might not join the Jews in

the war against him, and they also did ten thousand other

things to affront and outrage him. However, this barbarity

seems to have been without any necessity, and on account of

that extreme savageness he got the name of Thracidas

among the Jews.^ And the soldiers who had fought against

him, who were about eight thousand in number, fled by
night, and continued in exile all the time that Alexander

lived. And he, being now freed from anyfurther disturbance

from them, reigned the rest of his time in the utmost

tranquillity.

§ 3. Now when Demetrius departed from Judaea, he

went to Bercea,^ and besieged his brother Philip, talring

with him ten thousand foot, and a thousand horse. But
Strato, the tyrant of Bercea and ally of Philip, called

in Zizus the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mithridates

Sinaces, the ruler of the Parthians. And they coming with

a large force, and besieging Demetrius in his intrenched

camp, into which they had driven him with their arrows,

compelled those that were with him to surrender from want
of water. And they took a great deal of spoil out of that

country, and captured Demetrius himself, whom they sent

to Mithridates, who was then king of Parthia, but as to

• Or Thracian. The Tliracians were proverbial for savage barbarity,

see for example Thucydides, vii. 29.

^ Aleppo.
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those of the people of Antioeh whom they took captive,

they restored them to the people of Antioeh without any
ransom. Now Mithridates, the king of Parthia, held
Demetrius in great honour, till Demetrius ended his life

by sickness. And Philip, directly the fight was over, went
to Antioeh, and made himself master of it, and reigned
over Syria.

CHAP. XV.

How Antiochus, who was called Dionysus, and after him
Aretas, made Expeditions into Judaea; as also, how
Alexander took many Cities, and then returned to Jerusa-

lem, and died after an Illness of Three Years, and what
Advice he gave to Alexandra.

§1-

AFTER this, Antiochus, who was called Dionysus, and
was Philip's brother, aspired to the dominion, and

went to Damascus, and got the power into his hands, and
there reigned. But as he was making an expedition against

the Arabians, his brother Philip heard of it, and went to

Damascus, where Milesius, who had been left governor of

the citadel, delivered up the city of the Damascenes to him
;

but as Philip was ungrateful to him., and bestowed upon him
nothing of what he hoped for when he received him into

the city, but wished to have it believed that it was rather

delivered up out of fear of him than owing to the kind-

ness of MUesius, and because he did not reward him as he
ought to have done, he was suspected by him, and so lost

Damascus again ; for when he was going into the Hip-

podrome, Milesius shut him out of it, and kept Damascus
for Antiochus. And he, hearing how Philip's affairs stood,

came back from Arabia, and also immediately marched
into Judaea, with eight thousand foot, and eight hundred
horse. And Alexander, being afraid at his coming, dug a

deep trench from Chabarzaba,' which is now called Anti-

1 Kefr Saba.
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patris,' to the sea near Joppa,^ where alone an army could he
brought against him. He also raised a wall one hundred and
fifty furlongs in length, and erected on it wooden towers
and curtains, and waited for the coming of Antiochus, who
burnt all those worts, and made his army pass by that way
into Arabia. The Arabian king [Aretas] at first retired, but
afterwards suddenly appeared with ten thousand cavalry.

Antiochus met them and fought desperately, but when he
had got the victory in his part of the battle, and was bring-

ing up reinforcements to the part of his army that was hard
pressed, he got slain. And when Antiochus had fallen, his

army fled to the village of Cana,' where most of them
perished by famine.

§ 2. After him Aretas reigned over Ccele- Syria, being
called to the government by those that held Damascus,
because of the hatred they bore to Ptolemy the son of

Mennseus. He also made thence an expedition into Judsea,

and beat Alexander in battle, near a place called Addida,'
but upon certain conditions agreed on between them re-

tired from Judsea.

§ 3. But Alexander marched again to the city Dium,^
and took it, and then made an expedition against Essa,"

where most of Zeno's treasures happened to be, and sur-

rounded the place with three walls, and when he had taken
the cityby assault, he marched on to Gaulana^ and Seleucia."

And when he had taken those cities, he also took the
valley which is called the valley of Antiochus, as also the
fortress of Gamala." He also accused Demetrius, who was
governor of those places, of many crimes, and turned him
out : and after he had spent three years in this war, he
returned to his own country, and the Jews joyfully re-

ceived him because of his good success.

' Kul'at Bds el-'Am. For discussion on true site of Antipatris see
Memoirs of Palestine Fund, ii. 258-262.

^ That part of the Mediterranean off the coast at Jaffa.
^ Apparently a, village in the south of Palestine, and not one of the

Canas of Galilee. ' Hadlthch, near Lydda.
' One of the cities of Decapolis, east of Jordan ; the site has not yet

been recovered.
" A town east of Jordan, site unknown.
"^ Sakem eJ-Jaula^i, east of the Sea of Galilee.
" See Life, § 37 ; Jewish War, iv. 1, § 1. " Kul'at el-Husn.
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§ 4. Now at this time the Jews were in possession of
the following cities of the Syrians and Idumaeans and
Phcenicians ; on the sea coast Strato's Tower,' Apollonia,^
Joppa,' Jamnia,^ Azotus,' Gaza/ Anthedon,' Eaphia,' and
Rhinocurura

;

' in the interior of the country towards
Iduinaea, Adora '° and Marissa" and Samaria,'^ Mount Car-
mel and Mount Tabor, Scythopolis,'' Gradara," Gaulani-
tis,'" Seleucia,'* and Grabala;" in the country of Moab,
Heshbon,'" Medaba," Lemba,'" Oronas," TeUthon,"" Zara,"
the valley of the Cilicians,"* and Pella " (which last they
utterly destroyed, because its inhabitants would not change
their religious rites for those peculiar to the Jews). The
Jews also possessed others of the principal cities in Syria,

which had been destroyed.

§ 5. After this king Alexander, although he fell ill

from hard drinking, and was troubled with a quartan
ague for three years, yet would not leave ofE going out
with his army, till he was quite worn out with the labours
he had undergone, and died on the borders of the Grera-

senes,^" while besieging Eagaba," a fortress beyond the
Jordan. But when his queen saw that he was on the

point of death, and had no longer any hope of surviving,

she came to him weeping and lamenting, and bewailed the
desolate condition which herself and her sons would be left

in, and said to him, " To whom dost thou thus leave me and
my children, who are destitute of all other support, and that

though thou knowest how much ill-will thy nation bears

thee ? " But he gave her the following advice, to do what
he would suggest to her, in order to retain the kingdom

' Caesarea Palsestina, Kaisarlyeh.
^ Arsuf, between Kaisarlyeh and Jaffa. ' Jaffa.
* Yehnah. ^ Ashdod, Esdud. ° Ghuzzeh.
'
See p. 422, note 2. ' er-'Rafah.

^ el-'AHsh, the border town between Egypt and Palestine.
" Dura. '1 Kh. Mer'ash. " Sebastieh.
^' Beisdn. '* UniTn Keis. '' Sahem ej-Jauldn.
" See p. 428, note 6. " Probably for Gamala, Kul'at el-Husn.
" Heshdn. " Medeba. ="> Unknown.
^' Possibly the Horonaim of Is. xv. 5, and Jer. xlviii. 3, 5, 54.
^^ Unknown. -^ Beit Zdra. " Unknown.
« TubakdtFdha.
^^ The borders of the district of Gerasa, Jerdsh.
" Not identified.
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securely for herself and her children : namelv, to conceal his

death from the soldiers till she should have taken Eagaba,
and after that to go in triumph as upon a victory to Jeru-

salem, and put some authority into the hands of the

Pharisees, for they would commend her for the honour
she did them, and would reconcile the nation to her

;

for they had great authority among the Jews, both to in-

JTU-e such as hated them, and to bring advantages to

those who were friendly disposed to them, for they were
believed most of all by the multitude when they spoke any
severe thing against others, though it was only out of

envy. And he said that it was owing to them, whom
indeed he had insulted, that he had incurred the dis-

pleasure of the nation. " Do thou therefore," he added,
" when thou art come to Jerusalem, send for the leading

men among them, and show them my dead body, and with

great show of sincerity, give them leave to use it as they

themselves please, whether they will dishonour my corpse

by refusing it burial, as having suffered much at my hands,

or whether in their anger they will offer any other outrage

to that body. Promise them also that thou wilt do no-

thing without consulting them in the affairs of the king-

dom. If thou dost but say this to them, I shall have the

honour of a more glorious funeral from them than I

could have had from thee, for when it is in their power
to abuse my dead body, they will do it no injury at all,

and thou wilt rule in safety." ^ When he had given

his wife this advice he died, after having reigned twenty-

seven years, and lived fifty years save one.

' It seems, by tliis dying advice of Alexander to his wife, that he
had himself pursued the measures of his father H'.ruanus, atid taken
part with the Saddueees, who kept close to the written law, against the
Pharisees, who had introduced their own traditions, chap. 7, § 2, and
that he now saw a iiolitical necessity of submitting to tlie Pharisees, and
their traditions hereafter, if his widow and family were to retain their

hold over the Jewish nation.—W.
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CHAP. XVI.

Sow Alexandra, hy gaining the good-will of the Pharisees,

retained the Kingdom Nine Years, and then, having done
many glorious Actions, died.

§1-

AND Alexandra, -when she had taken the fortress, acted
as her husband had suggested to her, and spoke to

the Pharisees, and put all things into their hands, both as

to the dead body, and as to the affairs of the kingdom,
and so pacified their anger against Alexander, and made
them her friends and well-wishers. So they went among
the multitude, and made speeches to them, extoHuig the
actions of Alexander, and telling them that they had
lost a righteous king ; and by the commendation they
gave him, they induced them to grieve and be in heavi-

ness for him, so that he had a more splendid funeral

than had any of the kings before him. Alexander left

behind him two sons, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, but com-
mitted the kingdom to Alexandra. Now as to her two
sons, Hyrcanus was indeed unfit to manage public affairs,

and dehghted rather in a quiet life; but the younger,

Aristobulus, was active and bold. And Alexandra herself

was loved by the multitude, because she seemed displeased

at the offences her husband had been guilty of.

§ 2. Now she made Hyrcanus high priest, because he was
the elder, but much more because he did not meddle with
polities, and she allowed the Pharisees to do everything, and
also ordered the multitude to be obedient to them. She
also restored those practices which the Pharisees had in-

troduced, according to the traditions of their forefathers,

and which her father-in-law Hyrcanus had abrogated.

Slie had indeed the name of queen, but the Pharisees had
all the authority ; for it was they who restored such as had
been banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, in

a word, they differed in nothing from lords of the realm.

However, the queen also looked after the affairs of the

kingdom, and got together a great body of mercenary
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soldiers, and increased her own army to such a degree,

that she became terrible to the neighbouring tyrants, and
took hostages of them. And the country -was entirely at

peace, except for the Pharisees ; for they disturbed the queen,
and urged her to kill those who had persuaded Alexander
to slay the eight hundred men ; after which they them-
selves cut the throat of one of them, Diogenes, and after

him they did the same to several, one after another, till the

leading men of the opposite party came to the palace, and
Aristobulus with them (for he seemed to be displeased at

what was done, and it appeared clear that, if he had an
opportunity, he would not permit his mother to go on so),

and reminded the queen what great dangers they had gone
through, and what great things they had done, whereby
they had demonstrated the firmness of their fidelity to

their master, and had in consequence received the greatest

marks of favour from him ; and they begged of her, that

she would not utterly blast their hopes, as it now hap-
pened, that after having escaped the hazards that arose

from their [open] enemies, they were cut off at home, by
their [private] enemies, like brute beasts, without any
remedy whatever. They said also, that if their adversaries

would be satisfied with those that had been slain already,

they would take what had been done patiently, on account
of their natural love to their masters, but if they must
expect the same for the future also, they implored of her
dismissal from her service, for they could not bear to

think of attempting any method for their deliverance

without her, but would die willingly before the palace, if

she would not forgive them. They said also that it

would be a great disgrace both for themselves and for the
queen, if when they were neglected by her, they should be
welcomed by her husband's enemies, for the Arabian
Aretas and the other monarchs would give any pay if

they could get such men as mercenaries, whose very names,
before their voices were heard, would be probably terrible

to them. But if they could not obtain this their second
request, and she was determined to prefer the Pharisees
before them, let her place every one of them in her for-

tresses ; for if some demon had a spite against Alexander's,

house, they would be willing to live in a lowly station.
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§ 3. As these men used much language of this kind,
and called upon Alexander's ghost to commiserate those
already slain, and those in danger of heing so, all the by-
standers broke out into tears ; especially .^stobulus, who
showed what his sentiments were, and used many re-

proachful expressions to his mother. He said also that they
were indeed themselves the authors of their own calamities,
seeing they had imreasonably permitted a woman, who was
mad with ambition, to reign over them, when there were
sons in the flower of their age fitter to rule over the king-
dom. Then Alexandra, not knowing how to refuse with
any decency, committed all the fortresses to them, except
Hyrcania ' and Alexandrium ^ and Machserus,^ where her
principal treasures were. A Uttle while after she also sent
her son Aristobulus with an army to Damascus against
Ptolemy, who was called Mennseus, who was a bad neigh-
bour to that city ; but he did nothing considerable against
him, and returned home.

§ 4. About this time news was brought that Tigranes,*

the king of Armenia, had made an irruption into Syria
with five hundred thousand soldiers,' and was coming to

attack Judaea. This news, as may well be supposed, ter-

rified the queen and nation. Accordingly, they sent him
many and very valuable presents, as also ambassadors,
as he was besieging Ptolemais. For queen Selene, who
was also called Cleopatra, ruled then over Syria, and
had persuaded the inhabitants to exclude Tigranes. So
the Jewish ambassadors interceded with him, and entreated

that he would decree nothing severe against the queen
or nation. He commended them for the court they paid

' On the east of the Jordan. See Ant. xiv. 5, § 4 ; Jewish War, i. 8,

§ 5. Perhaps 'Arak el-Emir.
^ Kefr latuna, near Keriut, Coreae. Ant. liv. 3, § 4 ; xiv. 5, § 2, 4

;

Jewish War, i. 6, § 4 ; i. 8, § 5.

^ Mekatir, to the east of the Dead Sea.
* Tigranes II., 93-39 B.C.
° The number of 500,000, or even 300,000, as one Greek copy, with

the Latin copies, have it, for Tigranes' army, that came out of Armenia
into Syria and Judsea, seems much too large. We have ahready had
several such extravagant numbers in Josephus's present copies. I incline

to Dr. Hudson's emendation here, which supposes them but 40,000.—W.
II. F P
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him at so great a distance, and gave them good hopes
of his favour. But as soon as Ptolemais was taken, news
came to Tigranes that Lucullus, in his pursuit of Mith-
ridates, could not light upon him (for he had fled into

Iberia), but was laying waste Armenia, and besieging its

cities. Now when Tigranes knew this, he returned home.

§ 5. After this, when the queen was fallen dangerously
ill, Aristobulus resolved to attempt to seize the king-

dom, so he stole away secretly by night with only one
of his servants, and went to the fortresses wherein his

father's friends were settled. For as he had been a great

while displeased at his mother's conduct, so was he now
much more afraid that, upon her death, their whole family
would be in the power of the Pharisees, for he saw the
inability of his brother the heir apparent. Now no one
had any idea of what he was going to do except his wife,

whom he left at Jerusalem with their children. He went
first of all to Agaba,' where was Galaestes, one of the in-

fluential men before mentioned, and was received by him.
When it was day the queen perceived that Aristobulus
had fled ; and she did not for some time suppose that his

departure had any revolutionary intention ; but when
messengers came one after another with the news that he
had secured the first fortress, the second fortress, and aU the
fortresses (for as soon as one began, they all submitted to

his disposal), then the queen and nation were in the greatest

alarm, for they were aware that it would not be long ere

Aristobulus would be able to settle himselE firmly in the
government. What they were principally afraid of was
that he would inflict punishment upon them for the mad
treatment his house had had from them : so they resolved
to take his wife and children into custody, and kept them
in the fortress that was over the temple.'' Now a mighty
conflux of people came to Aristobulus from all parts, inso-

' Not identified.

' This fortress, castle, citadel, or tower, whitlier the wife and children
of Aristobulus were now sent, and which overlooked the temple, could
be no other than what Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq. xviii. 4, § 3, and Herod
the Great rebuilt, and called the Tower of Antonia, Antiq. xv. 11, S 5.—W.
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much, that he had a kind of royal retinue about him ; for

in little more than fifteen days he got twenty-two for-

tresses, which gave him the opportunity of raising an army
from Libanus and Trachonitis and the monarchs. For men
are easily led by majorities, and readily submit to them

;

and besides this they thought that by affording him their

assistance when he could not expect it, they as well as he
would enjoy the advantages that would come by his being

king, because they had been the cause of his gaining the

kingdom. Now Hyrcanus and the elders of the Jews
went in to the queen, and desired that she would give

them her views on the present state of affairs, for Aristo-

bulus was already lord of almost all the kingdom, by
possessing so many strongholds, and it was absurd for

them to take any counsel by themselves, however ill she

were, whilst she was alive, and the danger would be upon
them in no long time. And she bade them do what they

thought best to be done : for they had many circumstances

in their favour still remaining, a nation in good heart, an
army, and money in their several treasuries ; but she had
small concern for public affairs now, as the strength of her

body already failed her.

§ 6. Now a little while after she had said this to them,

she died, when she had reigned nine years, and had lived

in aU seventy-three. She was a woman who showed no
signs of the weakness of her sex ; for she was sagacious to

the highest degree in her love of rule, and demonstrated

at once by her doings her practical genius, and the little

understanding that men show who make frequent mis-

takes in ruling. For she always preferred the present to

the future, and ranked power above aU things, and where

that was at stake had no regard to what was good or right.

However, she brought the affairs of her house to such an

unfortunate condition, that she was the cause of its losing,

and that at no distant date, that authority which she had
obtained by much toil and danger, from a desire of inter-

fering in what did not belong to a woman, and by siding in

her opinions with those that bore iU-will to her family, and

by leaving the administration destitute of proper support

;

and indeed her management during her administration.
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while she was alive, was such as filled the palace after her
death with calamities and confusion. However, although
this had been her fashion of governing, she preserved the

nation in peace. Such was the conclusion of the reign of

Alexandra.

END OF VOL. II.
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Letters, Goody Two-Shoes, Index.

GEEENE, MARLO'W, and BEN
JONSON (Poems oO. With Notes and
Memoirs by R. Bell. A'. S.

GEEGOKT'S (Dr.) The E'rtdences,
Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian Re-

ligion.

GRIMM'S Household Tales. With the

Original Notes. Trans, by Mrs. A. Hunt.
Introduction by Andrew Lang, M.A. 2

vols. tf'S-

GTJIZOT'S History ofRepresentative
Government in Europe. Trans, by A. R.
Scoble.

English Eevolntlon of 1640. From
the Accession of Charles I. to his Death.
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portrait.

History of ClvUlsatlon. From the
Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portraits. 3 vols

HALL'S (Eev. Robert) 'Works and
Remains. Memoir by I)r._ Gregory and
Essay bv J. Foster. Portrait.

HATJFF'S Tales. The Caravan—The
Sheikh of Alexandria— The Inn in the
Spessart. Translated by Prof. S. Mendel.
N.S.

HA'WTHORNE'S Tales. 3 vols. N. S.

Vol. I.—Twice-told Tales, and the Snow
Image.

Vol. II.—Scarlet Letter, and the House
with Seven Gables.

Vol. III.— Transformation, and Blithe-

dale Romance.

HAZLITT'S CW.) 'Worts, t yo\%. N.S.

Table-Talk.

The Literature of the Age of
Elizabeth and Characters of Shakespeare's

Plays. N.S.

English Poetsand EnglishComic
Writers. N.S.

The Plain Speaker. Opinions on
Books, Men, and Things. N. S.

Ronnd Table. (Conversations of

James Northcote, R.A. ; Characteristics.

N.S.

Sketches and Essays, and Winter-

slow. N. S.

Spirit of the Age; or. Contem-
porary Portraits. To which are added

Free Thoughts on Public Aftairs, and a

Letter to William Giflrord. New Edition

by W. Carew Hazlitt. N. S.

HEINE'S Poems. Translated in the

original Metres, with Life by E. A. Bow-

ring, C.B. N.S.

Travel-Pictures. The Tour in the

Harz, Norderney, and Book of Ideas, to-

gether with the Romantic School. Trans,

by F. Storr. With Maps and Appendices.

N.S.

HOFFMANN'S 'Works. The Serapion

Brethren. Vol. I. Trans, by Lt.-Col.

Ewing. N. S. \Vol. 11. in tke press.



BOHN'S L16RARIES.

HUGO'S (Victor) Dramatic 'Works.
Hernani—RuyBlas—TheKing's Diversion.
Translated by Mrs. Newton Crosland and
F. L. Slous. N.S.

FoemB, chiefly Lyrical. Collected by
H. L. Williams. JT. i'.

This volume contains contributions from
F. S. Mahoney, G. W. M. Reynolds,
Andrew Lane, Edwin Arnold, Mrs. Newton
Crosland, Miss Fanny Kemble, Bishop
Alexander, Prof. Dowden, &c

HTTNGAKY : its History and Revo-
lution, with Memoir of Kossuth. Portrait.

HTrTCHmSON (Colonel). Memoirs
of. By his Widow, with her Autobio-
graphy, and the Siege of Lathom House.
Portrait. N. S.

IRVING'S (TVashlngtou) Complete
Works. 15 vols. N. S.

Life and Letters. By his Nephew,
Pierre E. Irving. With Index and a
Portrait. 2 vols. N. S.

JAMES'S (G. F. R.) Life of Richard
Coeur de Lion. Portraits of Richard and
Philip Augustus. 2 vols.

Louis xrV. Portraits. 2 vols.

JAMESON (Mrs.^ Shakespeare's
Heroines. Characteristics of Women. By
Mrs. Jameson. N. S,

JEAN PAUL-^Sm Rickter.

JONSON (Ben). Poema ot.—SeeGretne.

JUNItrS'S Letters. With Woodfall's
Notes. An Essay on the Authorship. Fac-
similes of Handwriting. 2 vols. N. S,

LA FONTAINE'S Fables. In English
Verse, with Essay on the Fabulists. By
Elizur Wright. N. S.

LAMARTtNE'S The Girondists, or
Personal Memoirs of the Patriots ot the
French Revolution. Trans, by H. T.
Ryde. Portraits of Robespierre, Madame
Roland, and Charlotte Corday. 3 vols.

The Restoration of Monarchy
in France (a Sequel to The Girondists).

5 Portraits. 4 vols.

The French Revolution of 1848,
6 Portraits.

LAMB'S (Charles) Ella and EUana.
Complete Edition. Portrait. N. S.

Specimens of English Dramatic
Poets of the time of Elizabeth. Notes,
with the Extracts from the Garrick Plays.
if.S.

Talfonrd's Letters of Charles
Lamb. New Edition, by W. Carew
Hazlitt. 2 vols. if. S,

LANZI'S History of Painting in
Italy, from the Period of the Revival of
the Fine Arts to the End of the i8th
Century. With Memoir of the Author.
Portraits of Raffaelle, Titian, and Cor-
reggio, after the Artists themselves. Trans,
by T. Roscoe. 3 vols.

LAPFEKTBERG'S England under the
Anglo-Saxon Kings. Trans, by B.Thorpe,
F.S.A. 2 vols. iV. .y.

LESSING'S Dramatic Works. Com-
plete. By E. Bell, M.A. With Memoir
by H. Zimmem. Portrait. 2 vols. N. S.

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, and
Representation of Death by the Ancients.
Frontispiece. iV. 3".

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works, con.
taining Human Understanding, with Bishop
of Worcester, Malebranche's Opinions, Na-
tural Philosophy, Reading and Study.
With Preliminary Discourse, Analysis, and
Notes, by J. A. St. John. Portrait. 2 vols.

Jf.S.

Life and Letters, with Extracts from
his Common-place Books. By Lord King.

LOCKHART (J. 0.)—See Bums.

LONSDALE (Lord).-,?^ Carrel.

LUTHER'S Table-Talk. Trans, by W.
Hazlitt. With Life by A. Chalmers, and
Luther's Catechism. Portrait after
Cranach. N, S.

Autobiograph7.^«e Michelei.

MACHIAVELLIS History of Flo-
rence, The Prince, Savonarola, Historical
Tracts, and Memoir. Portrait. N. S.

MARLOWE. Poems ot.—See Greene.

MARTINEAU'S (Harriet) History
ofEngland (including History ofthe Peace)
from 1800-1846. s vols. N. S.

MENZ EL'S History of Germany,
from he Earliest Period to the Crimean
War. Portraits. 3 vols.

MICHELET'S Autobiography of
Luther. Trans, by W. Hazlitt. With
Notes. N. S.

The French Revolution to the
Flight of the King in 1791. N. S.

MIGNET'S The French Revolution,
from 1789 to 1814. Portrait of Napoleon.
N.S.

MILTON'S Prose Works. With Pre.
face. Preliminary Remarks by J. A. St.
John, and Index. 5 vols.

MITFORD'S (Miss) Our VUlage.
Sketches of Rural Character and Scenery.
2 Engravings. 2 vols. N. S.



STANDARD LIBRARY,

MOLIERE'S Dramatic Works. Ij
English Prose, by C. H. Wall. With a
Life and a Portrait. 3 vols. N. S.

' It is not too much to say that we have
here probably as good a translation of
Moliere as can be given.'

—

Academy.
MONTAGU. Letters and Works of
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Lord
Whamcliffe's Third Edition. Edited by
W. Moy Thomas. With steel plates. 2

vols. 5^. each. N. S.

MONTESQUIEU'S Spirit of Laws.
Revised Edition, with D'Alembert's Analy-
sis, Notes, and Memoir. 2 vols. N. S.

NEANpER (Dr. A.) History of the
Christian Religion and Church. Trans, by
J. Torrey. With Short Memoir. 10 vols.

Life of Jesus Christ, in its His-
torical Connexion and Development. iV. ^.

The Planting and Training of
the Christian Church by the Apostles.
With the Antignosticus, or Spirit of Ter-
tullian. Trans, by J. E. Ryland. 2 vols.

Lectnres on the History of
Christian Dogmas. Trans, by J. E. Ry-
land. 2 vols.

Memorials of Christian Life in
the Early and Middle Ages ; including
Light in Dark Places. Trans, by J. E.
Ryland.

OCKLET (S.) History of the Sara-
cens and their Conquests in Syria, Persia,

and Egypt. Comprising the Lives of
Mohammed and his Successors to the

Death of Abdalmelik, the Eleventh Caliph.

By Simon Ockley, B.D., Prof, of Arabic
in Univ. of Cambridge. Portrait of Mo-
hammed.

PERCT'S Rellques of Ancient Eng-
lish Poetry, consisting of Ballads, Songs,
and other Pieces of our earlier Poets, with
some few of later date. With Essay on
Ancient Minstrels, and Glossary. 2 vols.

PHILIP DE COMMENES. Memoirs
of. Containing the Histories of Louis XI.
and Charles VIIL, and Charles the Bold,
Duke of Burgundy. With the History of
Louis XL, by J. de Troyes. With a Life
and Notes by A. R. Scoble. Portraits,

2 vols.

PLUTARCH*S LIVES. Newly Trans-
lated, with Notes and Life, by A
Stewart, M.A., late Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge, and G. Long, M.A.
4 vols. N. S.

POETKT OF AMERICA. Selections
from One Hundred Poets, from 1776 to
1876. With Introductory Review, and
Specimens of Negro Melody, by W. J.
Linton. Portrait of W. Whitman. N. S.

RANKE (L,) History of the Popes,
their Church and State, and their Conflicts

with Protestantism in the i6th and 17th
Centuries. Trans, by E. Foster. Portraits

of Julius 11. (after Raphael), Innocent X.
(after Velasquez), and Clement VII. (after

Titian). 3 vols. iV. S.

History of Servia. Trans, by Mrs.
Kerr. To which is added, The Slave Pro-
vinces ofTurkey, by Cyprien Robert. iV. .S".

History of the Latin and Teu-
tonic Nations. 1494-1514. Trans, by
P. A. Ashworth, translator of Dr. Gneist's
* History ofthe English Constitution.' JV.Ji'.

REUMONT (Alfred d6).-~Sei/ Carafas.

REYNOLDS' (Sir J.) Literary Works.
With Memoir and Remarks by H. W.
Beechy. 2 vols. N. S.

RICHTER (Jean Fanl). Levana,
a Treatise on Education ; together with the
Autobiography, and a short Memoir. N.S.

Flower, Fruit, andThorn Pieces,
or the Wedded Life, Death, and Marriage
of Siebenkaes. Translated by Alex. Ewing.
-V. .5".

The only complete English translation.

ROSCOE'S (W.) Life of Leo X^ with
Notes, Historical Documents, and Disser-

tation on Lucretia Borgia. 3 Portraits.

2 vols.

Lorenzo de' Medici, called ' The
Magnificent,' with Copyright Notes,
Poems, Letters, &c. With Memoir of

Roscoe and Portrait of Loren2o.

RUSSIA, History of, from the
earliest Period to the Crimean War. By
W. K. Kelly. 3 Portraits. 2 vols.

SCHILLER'S Works. 7 vols. N. S.

Vol. I.—History ofthe Thirty Years' War.
Rev. A. J. W. Morrison, M.A. Portrait.

Vol. II.—History of the Revolt in the

Netherlands, the Trials of Counts Egmont
and Horn, the Siege of Antwerp, and the

Disturbance of France preceding the Keisn
of Henry IV. Translated by Rev. A. J. W.
Morrison and L. Dora Schmitz.
VoL III.—Don Carlos. R. D. Boylan
—Mary Stuart. Mellish— Maid of Or-
leans, Anna Swanwick—Bride of Mes-
sina. A Lodge, M.A. Together with the

Use of the Chorus in Tragedy (a short

Essay). Engravings.
These Dramas are all translated in metre.

Vol. IV.—Robbers—Fiesco—Love and
Intrigue—Demetrius—Ghost Seer—Sport

of Divinity.

The Dramas in this volume are in prose.

Vol. v.—Poems. E. A. Bowring, C.B.
Vol. VI.—Essays, ^sthetical and Philo-

sophical, including the Dissertation on the
Connexion between the Animal and Spiri-

tual in Man.
Vol. VII. — Wallen.stein's Camp. J.

Churchill. — Piccolomini and Death of
Wallenstein. S. T. Coleridge.-William
Tell. Sir Theodore Martin, K.C.B., LL.D.



BONN'S LIBRARIES.

SCHILLER and GOETHE. Corre-
spondence between, from a.d. 1794-1803.
With Short Notes by L. Dora Schmitz.
2 vols. N. S.

SCHLEGEL'S (F.) Lectures on the
Philosophy of Life and the Philosophy of
Language. By A. J. W. Morrison.

The Hlstor7 ofLiterature, Ancient
and Modem.

The Philosophy of History, With
Memoir and Portrait.

Modern History, with the Lectures
entitled Caesar and Alexander, and The
Beginning of our History. By L. Purcel
and R. H. Whitelock.

Esthetic and Miscellaneoua
Works, containing Letters on Christian
Art, Essay on Gothic Architecture, Re-
marks on the Romance Poetry of the Mid-
dle Ages, on Shakspeare, the Limits of the
Beautiful, and on the Language and Wis-
dom of the Indians. By K. J. Millington.

SCHLEGEL (A. "W.) Dramatic Art
and Literature. By J. Black. With Me-
moir by A. J. W. Morrison. Portrait.

SCHUMANN (Robert), His Life and
Works. By A. Reissmann. Trans, by
A. L. Alger. N. S.

Early Letters. Translated by May
Herbert. N.S.

SHAKESPEARE'S Dramatic Art.
The Hiitory and Character of Shakspeare's
Plays. By Dr. H. Ulrici. Trans, by L.
Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. N. S,

SHERIDAN'S Dramatic Works. With
Memoir- Portrait (after Reynolds). N, S.

SKEAT (Rev. "W. W,)—See Ckmicer,

SISMONDI'S History of the Litera.
ture of the South of Europe. With Notes
and Memoir by T. Roscoe. Portraits of
Sismondi and Dante. 2 vols.

The specimens of early French, Italian,

Spanish, and Portugese Poetry, in English
Verse, by Cary and others.

SMITH'S (Adam) The "Wealth of
Nations. An Inquiry into the Nature and
Causes of. Reprinted from the Sixth

Edition. With ar Introduction by Ernest
Belfort Bax. 2 vols. N. S.

SMITH'S (Adam) Theory of Moral
Sentiments ; with Essay on the First For-
mation of Languages, and Critical Memoir
by Dugald Stewart.

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectures on
Modern History ; from the Irruption of the
Northern Nations to the close of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 2 vols.—- Lectures on the French Revolu-
tion. With Index. 2 vols.

SOUTHEY.—6"^^ Cowper, Wesley^ and
{^Illustrated Library) Nelson.

STURM'S Morning: Conununlngra
with God, or Devotional Meditations for
Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnstone, M.A.

SULLY. Memoirs of the Duke of,
Prime Minister to Henry the Great. With
Notes and Historical Introduction. 4 Por-
traits. 4 vols.

TAYLOR'S (Bishop Jeremy) Holy
Living and Dying, with Prayers, contain-
ing the Whole Duty of a Christian and the
?arts of Devotion fitted to all Occasions.
•ortrait. N. S.

THIERRY'S Conquest of England by
the Normans ; its Causes, and its Conse-
quences in England and the Continent.
By W. Hazlitt. With short Memoir. 2 Por-
traits. 2 vols. N. S.

TROYE'S (Jean de). — ^-^ PAilip de
Cotntnines.

ULRICI [Dr.)—See Shakespeare.

VASARI. Lives of the most Eminent
Painters, Sculptors, and Architects. By
Mrs. J. Foster, with selected Notes. Por-
trait. 6 vols., Vol. VI. being an additional
Volume of Notes by J. P. Richter. N. S^

W^ERNER'S Templars in Cyprus,
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis. A^. S.

WESLEY, the Life of, and the Rise
and Progress of Methodism. By Robert
Southey. Portrait. 5^. N. S.

W^HEATLEY. A Rational Hlnstra-
tion of the Book of Common Prayer, being
the Substance of everything Liturgical in
all former Ritualist Commentators upon the
subject. Frontispiece. N. S.

YOUNG (Arthur) Travels in Prance.
Edited by Miss Betham Edwards. With
a Portrait. N. S.



HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARIES.

HISTORICAL LIBRARY.
22 Volumes at <^s. each. {$U los. per set.)

EVELYN'S Diary and Correspond-
dence, with the Private Correspondence of
Charles I. and Sir Edward Nicholas, and
between Sir Edward Hyde (Earl of Claren-
don) and Sir Richard Browne. Edited from
the Original MSS. by W. Bray, F.A.S.
4 vols. //. S. 45 Engravings (after Van-
dyke, Lely, Kneller, and Jamieson_, &c.).

N.B.—This edition contains 130 letters
from Evelyn and his wife, contained in no
other edition.

PEPYS' Diary and Correspondence.
With Life and Notes, by Lord Braybrooke.
4 vols. I/. S. With Appendix containing
additional Letters, an Index, and 31 En-
gravings (after Vandyke, Sir P. Lely,
Holbein Kneller, &c.).

JESSE'S Memoirs of the Conrt of
England under the Stuarts, including the
Protectorate. 3 vols. With Index and 42
Portraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c.).

Memoirs of the Pretenders and
their Adherents. 7 Portraits.

NUGENT'S (Lord) Memorials of
Hampden, his Party and Times. With
Memoir. 12 Portraits (after Vandyke
and others). N. S.

STRICEXAND'S (A^nes) Lives of the
Queens of England from the Norman
Conquest. From authentic Documents}
public and private. 6 Portraits. 6 vols.

N.S.
Life of Mary Queen of Scots,

2 Portraits. 2 vols. N. S.

Lives of the Tudor and Stuart
Princesses. With 2 Portraits. JV, S.

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY.
17 Vols, at 5j. each, excepting those ^narked otherwise. (3/, igs, per set.)

BACON'S Novum Organum and Ad-
vancement of Learning. With Notes by
J. Devey, M.A.

BAX. A Handbook of the History
of Philosophy, for the use of Students.
By E. Belfort Bax, Editor of Kant's
' Prolegomena.' 5^. iV. S.

COMTE'S Philosophy ofthe Sciences.
An Exposition of the Principles of the
Cours de Philosopkie Positive. By G. H.
Lewes, Author of ' The Life of Goethe.*

DRAPER (Dr. J. W.) A History of
the Intellectual Development of Europe.
2 vols. N. S.

HEGEL'S Philosophy of History. By
J. Sibree, M.A.

KANT'S Critique of Pure Reason.
By J. M. D. Meiklejohn. N. S.

Proleg'omena and Metaphysical
Foundations of Natural Science, with Bio-
graphy and IMemoir by E. Belfort Bax.
Portrait. N. S.

LOGIC, or the Science of Inference.
A Popular Manual. By J. Devey.

MILLER (Professor). History Philo-
sophically Illustrated, from the Fall of the
Roman Emi>ire to the French Revolution.
With Memoir. 4 vols. 3^. 6d, each.

SCHOPENHAUER on the Fourfold
Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason,
and on the Will in Nature. Trans, from
the German.

SPINOZA'S Chief Works. Trans, with
Introduction by R. H. M. Elwes. 2 vols.

Vol. I.—Tractatus Theologico-Politicus
—Political Treatise.

Vol. II.— Improvement of the Under-
standing—Ethics—Letters.

TENNEMANN'S Manual of the His-
tory of Philosophy. Trans, by Rev. A.
Johnson, M.A.



BOUNDS LIBRARIES.

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY.
15 Vols, at 5j. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (3/. 13J. 6d. per set.)

BLEEK. Introduction to the Old
Testament. By Friedrich Bleek. Trans,
under the supervision of Rev. E. Venables,
Residentiary Canon of Lincoln. 2 vols.

N.S.

CHILLIXGWORTH'S Religion of
Protestants, 3;. 6d.

EUSEBITTS, Ecclesiastical History
of Eusebius Pamphilius, Bishop ofCsesarea.
Trans, bjr Rev. C. F. Cruse, M.A. With
Notes, Life, and Chronological Tables.

EVAGRIUS. History of the Church.—See TJieodoret.

HARDWICK. History ofthe Articles
of Religion ; to which is added a Series of
Documents from a.d. 1536 to a.d. 1615.

Ed. by Rev. F. Proctor. N. S.

HENRY'S (Matthew) Exposition of
the Book of Psalms. Numerous Woodcuts.

PEARSON (John, D.D.) Exposition
of the Creed. Edit, by E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes, Analysis, and Indexes. N. S.

FHn.O -JTTD^nS, Works of. The
Contemporary of Josephus. Trans, by
C. D. Yonge. 4 vols.

PHILOSTORGIUS. Ecclesiastical
History of.

—

See Sozotnen.

SOCRATES' Ecclesiastical History.
Comprising a History of the Church from
Constantine, a.d, 305, to the 38th year of
Theodosius IL With Short Account of
the Author, and selected Notes.

SOZOMEN'S Ecclesiastical History.
A.D. 324-440. With Notes, Prefatory Re-
marks by Valesius, and Short Memoir,
Together with the Ecclesiastical His
TORY OF PHiLOSTORGius,as epitomised by
Photius. Trans, by Rev. E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes and brief Life.

THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. His-
tories of the Church from a.d. 332 to the
Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia, a.d.

427 ; and from a.d. 431 to a.d. 544. With
Memoirs.

WIESELER'S (Karl) Chronological
Synopsis of the Four Gospels. Trans, by
Rev. Canon Venables. N. S.

ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.
35 Vols, at ^s. each* {81. i$s. per set.)

ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE. — See
Bede.

ASSER'S Life of Alfred.-^^^ Six O. E.
Chronicles.

BEDE'S (Venerable) Ecclesiastical
History of England. Together with the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. With Notes,
Short Life, Analysis, and Map. Edit, by

J. A. Giles, D.C.L.

BOETHTQS'S Consolation of Philo-
sophy. King Alfred's Anglo-Saxon Ver-
sion of. With an English Translation on
opposite pages, Notes, Introduction, and
Glossary, by Rev. S. Fox, M.A. To
which is added the Angio-Saxon Version of

the Metres of Boethius, with a free

Translation by Martin F. Tupper, D.C.L.

BRAND'S Popular Antiquities of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Illus-

tratmg the Origin of our Vulgar and Pro-

vincial Customs, Ceremonies, and Super-
stitiuns. liy Sir Henry Ellis, K.H., F.R.S.
Frontispiece. 3 vols.

CHRONICLES of the CRUSADES.
Contemporary Narratives of Richard Coeur
de Lion, by Richard of Devizes and Geof-
frey de Vinsauf; and of the Crusade at
Samt Louis, by Lord John de Joinville.
With Short Notes. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

DYER'S (T. r. T.) British Popular
Customs, Present and Past. An AccoLnt
of the various Games and Customs asso-
ciated with different Days of the Year in
the British Isles, arranged according to ihe
Calendar. By the Rev. T. F. Thisehon
Dyer, M.A.

EARLY TRAVELS IN PALESTDTE.
Comprising the Narratives of Arcilf,
Willibald, Bernard, Sawulf, Sigurd, Ban-
jamin of Tudela, Sir John Maundevile,
De la Brocquifere, and Maundrell ; all un-
abridged. With Introduction and Nttes
by Thomas Wright. Map of Jerusalen.



ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.

ELLIS (G.) Specimens of Early En-
glish Metrical Romances, relating to
Arthur, Merlin, Guy of Warwick, Richard
Cceur de Lion, Charlemagne, Roland, &c.
&c. With Historical Introduction by J. O.
Halliwell, F.R.S. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

ETHELWERD, Chronicle of.— See
Six O. E. Chronicles.

FLORENCE OF -WORCESTER'S
Chronicle, with the Two Continuations :

comprising Annals of English History
from the Departure of the Romans to the
Reign of Edward I. Trans., with Notes,
by Thomas Forester, M.A.

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. £, Chronicles.

GESTA ROMANORTTM, or Enter-
taining Moral Stories invented by the

Monks. Trans, with Notes by the Rev.
Charles Swan. Edit, by W. Hooper, M.A.

GILDAS. Chronicle of.—See Six O. E.
Chronicles.

GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS' Histori-
cal Works. Containing Topography of

Ireland, and History of the Conquest of

Ireland, by Th. Forester, M.A. Itinerary

through Wales, and Description of Wales,
by Sir R. Colt Hoare.

HENRY OF HUNTINGDON'S His-
tory of the English, from the Roman In-

vasion to the Accession of Henry II.

;

with the Acts of King Stephen, and the

Letter to Walter. By T. Forester, M.A.
Frontispiece from au old MS.

INGULPH'S Chronicles of the Abbey
of Croyiand, with the Continuation by
Peter of Blois and others. Trans, with
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Fairy My-
thology, illustrative of the Romance and
Superstition of Various Countries. Frontis-

piece by Cniikshank. N. S.

LEFSIUS'S Letters fi-om Egypt,
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai ; to

which are added. Extracts from his

Chronology of the Egyptians, with refer-

ence to the Exodus of the Israelites. By
L. and J. B. Horner. Maps and Coloured
View of Mount Barkal.

MALLET'S Northern Antiquities, or
an Historical Account of the Manners,
Customs, Religions, and Literature of the
Ancient Scandinavians. Trans, by Bishop
Percy. With Translation of the Prosk
Edda, and Notes by J. A. Blackwell.
Also an Abstract of the ' Eyrbyggia Saga '

by Sir Walter Scott. With Glossary
and -Coloured Frontispiecsi

MARCO POLO*S Travels ; with Notes
and Introduction. Edit, by T. Wright.

MATTHEW PARIBUS English His-
tory, from 1235 to 1273. By Rev. J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. With Frontispiece. 3 vols.

—

See also Roger of Wendover.

MATTHEW OF "WESTMINSTER'S
Flowers of History, especially such as re-

late to the affairs of Britain, from the be-
ginning of the World to a.d. 1307. By
C. D. Yonge. 2 .vols.

NENNTUS. Chronicle of.— See Six
O. E. Chronicles,

ORDERICUSVITALIS' Ecclesiastical
History of England and Normandy. With
Notes, Introduction of Guizot, and the
Critical Notice of M. Delille, by T.
Forester, M.A. To which is added the
Chronicle of St. Evroult. With Gene-
ral and Chronological Indexes. 4 vols.

PAULI'S fDr. R.) Life of Alfred the
Great. To which is appended Alfred's
Anglo-Saxon Version of Orosius. With
literal Translation interpaged, Notes, and
an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Glossary,
by B. Thorpe, Esq. Froatispiece.

RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

ROGER DE HOVEDEN'S Annals of
English History, comprising the History
of England and of other Countries of Eu-
rope from a.d, 732 to a.d. 1201. With
Notes by H, T. Riley, B.A. 2 vols.

ROGER OF W:END0VER'S Flowers
of History, comprising the History of
England from the Descent of the Saxons to

A.D. 1235, formerly ascribed to Matthew
Paris. With Notes and Index by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. 2 vols.

SIX OLD ENGLISH CHRONICLES :

viz., Asser's Life of Alfred and the Chroni
cles of Ethelwerd, Gildas, Nennius, Geof-
frey of Monmouth, and Richard of Ciren-
cester. Edit., with Notes, by J. A. Giles,
D.C.L. Portrait ot Alfred.

WILLIAM OF MALMESBURT'S
Chronicle of the Kings of England, from
the Earliest Period to King Stephen. By
Rev. J. Sharpe. With Notes by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. Frontispiece.

TULE-TIDE STORIES. A Collection
of Scandinavian and_ North-German Popu-
lai Talai and Traditions, from the Swedish,
Danish, and Gorman. Edit, by B. Thorps.
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ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY.
87 Vols, at 5j. each, excepting those marked otherwise^ (23/. 3^. dd. per set.)

ALLEN'S (Joseph, R.N.) Battles of
the British Navy. Revised edition, with
Indexes of Names and Events, and 57 Por-
traits and Plans, 2 vols.

ANDERSEN'S Danisli Fairy Tales.
By Caroline Peachey. With Short Life
and 120 Wood Engravings.

ARIOSTO'S Orlando Furioso. In
English Verse by W. S. Rose. With Notes
and Short Memoir. Portrait after Titian,
and 24 Steel Engravings. 2 vols.

BBCHSTEIN'S Cage and Chamlier
Birds : their Natural History, Habits, &c.
Together with Sweet's British War-
blers. 43 Plates and Woodcuts. N. S,

or with the Plates Coloured, 7^. 6d»

BONOIvri'S Nineveh and Its Palaces.
The Discoveries of Botta and Layard
applied to the Elucidation of Holy Writ.

7 Plates and 294 Woodcuts. N", S.

BUTLER'S Hudlbras, with Variorum
Notes and Biography. Portrait and 28
lUustrations.

CATTERMOLE'S Evenings at Had-
don Hall. Romantic Tales of the Olden
Times. With 24 Steel Engravings after
Cattermole.

CHINA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, with some account of Ava and
the Burmese, Siam, and Anam. Map, and
nearly 100 Illustrations.

CRAIK'S (G. L.) Pursuit of Know-
ledge under Difficulties. Illustrated by
Anecdotes and Memoirs. Numerous Wood-
cut Portraits. N. S.

CRITIKSHANK'S Three Courses and
a Dessert ; comprising three Sets of Tales,
West Country, Irish, and Legal ; and a
Melange. With 50 Illustrations by Cruik-
shank. N. S.

Punch and Judy. The Dialogue of
the Puppet Show ; an Account of its Origin,
&c. 24 Illustrations by Cruikshank. N. S.

With Coloured Plates. 7s. 6d,

DIDRON'S Chriatlan Iconography
j

a History of Christian Art in the Aliddle
Ages. By the late A. N. Didron. Trans,
by E. J. Miilington, and completed, with
Additions and Appendices, by Margaret
Stokes. 2vols. Withnumerouslllustrations.

Vol. I. The History of the Nimbus, the
Aureole, and the Glory; Representations
of the Persons of the Trinity.

Vol. II. The Trinity; Angels; Devils;
The Soul ; The Christian Scheme. Appen-
dices.

DANTE, in English Verse, by I. C. Wright,
M.A.

^
With Introduction ajid Memoir.

Portrait and 34 Steel Engravings after

Flaxman. N. S.

DYER (Dr. T. H.) Pompeii : its Build-
ings and Antiquities. An Account of the
City, with full Description of the Remains
and Recent Excavations, and an Itinerary
for Visitors. By T. H. Dyer, LL.D.
Nearly 300 Wood Engravings, Map, and
Plan. 7^. 6d, N. S.

Rome : History of the City, with
Introduction on recent Excavations. 8
Engravings, Frontispiece, and 2 Maps.

GIL BLAS. The Adventures of.
From the French of Lesage by Smollett,

24 Engravings after Smirke, and 10 Etch-
ings by Cruikshank. 612 pages. 6s.

GRIMIVI'S Gammer Grethel; or, Ger-
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stories,
containing 42 Fairy Tales. By Ed^ar
Taylor. Numerous Woodcuts after Cruik-
shank and Ludwig Grimm. 3;. 6d.

HOLBEIN'S Dance of Death and
Bible Cuts. Upwards of 150 Subjects, en-
graved in facsimile, with Introduction and
Descriptions by the late Francis Douce
and Dr. Dibdin. ys. 6d.

HOWITT'S (Mary) Pictorial Calen-
dar of the Seasons ; embodying Aikin's
Calendar of Nature. Upwards of zoo
Woodcuts.

INDIA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, from the Earliest Times. 100
Engravings on Wood and Map.

JESSE'S Anecdotes of Dogs. With
40 Woodcuts after Harvey, Bewick, and
others. iV. S,

With 34 additional Steel Engravings
after Cooper, Landseer, &c. 7s. 6d. N. S.

KING'S (C. TV.) Natural History of
Gems or Decorative Stones. Illustra-
tions. 6s.

Natural History of Precious
Stones and Metals. Illustrations. 6s.

KITTO'S Scripture Lands. Described
in a series of Historical, Geographical, and
Topographical Sketches. 42 Maps.

With the Maps coloured, 7s. 6d.

KRUMMACHER'S Parables. 40 lUus-
trations.

LINDSAY'S (Lord) Letters on Egypt,
Edom, and the Holy Land. 36 Wood
Engravings and s Maps.



ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY,

LODGERS Portraits of ninstrlous
Personages of Great Britain, with Bio-
graphical and Historical Memoirs. 240
Portraits engraved on Steel, with the
respective Biegraphies unabridged. Com-
plete in 8 vols.

LONGFELLO'Vr'S Poetical Works,
including his Translations and Notes. 24
full-page Woodcuts by Birket Foster antl

others, and a Portrait. N. S.

Without the Illustrations, 35. hd. N. S.

ProB^ "Works. With 1.6 full-page

Woodcuts by Birket Foster and others.

LOnpoX'S (Mrs.) Entertaining Na-
turalist. Popular Descriptions, Tales, and
Anecdotes, of more than 500 Animals.
Numerous Woodcuts. N. S.

MARRYAT'S (Capt., R.N.) Master-
man Ready ; or, the Wreck of the Pacific.
(Written for Young People.) With 93
Woodcuts. 3^. erf. N. S.

Mission; or, Scenes in Africa.
(Written for Young People.) Illustrated

by Gilbert and Dalziei. 3^. td. N. S.

Pirate and Three Cutters. (Writ-
ten for Young People.) With a Memoir.
S Steel Engravings after Claikson Stan-
field, R.A. 3J. td. N. S.

Frivateersman. Adventures by Sea
and Land One Hundred Years Ago.
(Written for Young People.) 8 Steel En-
gravings. 3J. 6d. N'. S,

Settlers in Canada. (Written for

Young People.) 10 Engravings by Gilbert
and Dalziei. 3s. 6d. N. S.

Poor Jack. (Written for Young
People.) With 16 Illustrations after Clark-
son Stanfield, R.A. 3J. 6d. N. S.

Midshipman Easy. With 8 full-

page Illustrations. Small post 8vo. 3^. 6d.
N.S.

Peter Simple. With 8 full-page Illus-

trations. Small post 8vo. 3J. 6'L N.S.
MAX"V7EI.L»S Victories of Welling-

ton and the British Armies. Frontispiece
and 4 Portraits.

MICHAEL ANGELO and RAPHAEL,
Their Lives and Works. By Duppa and
Quatremere de Quincy. Portraits and
Engravings, including the Last Judgment,
and Cartoons. N. S.

MILLER'S History of the Anglo-
Saxons, from the Earliest Period to the
Norman Conquest. Portrait of Alfred, Map
of Saxon Britain, and 12 Steel Engravings.

MILTON'S Poetical Works, with a
Memoir and Notes by J. Montgomery, an
Index to Paradise Lost, Todd's Verbal
Index to all the Poems, and Notes. 120
Wood Engravings. 2 vols. N. S.

MUDIE'S History of British Birds.
Revised by W. C. L. Martin. s2Figtiresof
Birds and 7 Plates of Eggs. 2 vols, N.S*

With the Plates coloured, ys. 6d. per vol.

NAVAL and MILITARY HEROES
of Great Britain ; a Record of British
Valour on every Day in the year, from
William the Conqueror to the Battle of
Inkermann. By Major Johns, R.M., and
Lieut. P. H. Nicolas, R.M. Indexes. 24
Portraits after Holbein, Reynolds, &c. 6s.

NICOLINI'S History of the Jesuits :

their Origin, Progress, Doctrines, and De-
signs. 8 Portraits.

PETRARCH'S Sonnets, Triumphs,
and other Poems, in English Verse. With
Life by Thomas Campbell. Portrait and
15 Steel Engravings.

PICKERING'S History of the Races
of Man, and their Geographical Distribu-
tion ; with An Analytical Synopsis of
THE Natural History of Man. By Dr.
Hall. Map of the World and 12 Plates.

With the Plates coloured, 7^. 6d.

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK OF
Modem (Geography on a Popular Plan.
Compiled from the best Authorities, English
and Foreign, by H. G. Bohn. 150 Wood-
cuts and 51 Maps. 6s.

With the Maps coloured, 7s. 6d.

Without the Maps, 3J. 6d.

POPE'S Poetical Worts, including
Translations, Edit., with Notes, by R.
Carruthers. 2 vols.

Homer's Iliad, with Introduction
and Notes by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
With Flaxman's Designs. N. S.

Homer's Odyssey, with the Battle
OF Frogs and Mice, Hymns, &c., by
other translators, including Chapman. In-
troduction and Notes by J. S. Watson,
M.A. With Flaxman's Designs. N. S.

Life, including many of his Letters.
By R. Carruthers. Numerous Illustrations.

POTTERY AND PORCELAIN, and
other objects of Vertu. Comprising an
Illustrated Catalogue of the Bernal Col-
lection, with the prices and names of the
Possessors, Also an Introductory Lecture
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an Engraved
List of all Marks and Monograms. By
H. G. Bohn. Numerous Woodcuts.

With coloured Illustrations, 10s, 6d.

PROUT'S (Father) ReUques. Edited
by Rev. F. Mahony. Copyright edition,
with the Author's last corrections and
additions. 21 Etchings by D. Maclise,
R.A. Nearly 600 pages. 5^ N. S.
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RECREATIONS IN SHOOTING. With
some Account of the Game found in the
British Isles, and Directionsfor theManage-
mentofDogand Gun. By 'Craven.' 62
Woodcuts and 9 Steel Engravings after

A. Cooper, R.A.

RENNIE. Insect Architecture. Re-
vised by Rev. J. G. Wood, MA. 186
Woodcuts. N. S.

ROBINSON CRUSOE. With Memoir of
Defoe, 12 Steel Engravings and 74 Wood-
cuts after Stothard and Harvey.

Without the Engravings, -^s. 6ti.

ROME IN THE NINETEENTH CEN-
tury. An Account in 1817 of the Ruins ::f

the Ancient City, and Monuments ofModem
Times. By C. A. Eaton. 34 Steel En-
gravings, 2 vols.

SHARPE (S.) The History of Egypt,
from the Earliest Times till the Conquest
by the Arabs, a.d. 640. 2 Maps and up-
wards of 400 Woodcuts. 2 vols. N. S.

SOUTHEY'S Life of Nelson. With
Additional Notes, Facsimiles of Nelson's
Writing, Portraits, Plans, and 50 Engrav-
ings, after Birket Foster, &c. JV. S.

STARLING'S (Miss) Noble Deeds of
Women ; or, Examples ofFemale Courage,
Fortitude, and Virtue. With 14 Steel Por-
traits. N. S.

STUART and REVETT'S Antiquities
of Athens, and other Monuments of Greece ;

with Glossary of Terms used in Grecian
Architecture. 71 Steel Plates and numerous
Woodcuts.

SWEET'S British "Warblers. is.—See
Bechstein.

TALES OF THE GENH ; or, the
Delightful Lessons of Horam, the Son of
Asmar. Trans, by SirC. Morrell. Numer-
ous Woodcuts.

TASSO'S Jerusalem Delivered. In
English Spenserian Verse, with Life, by
J. H. WifFen. With 8 Engravings and 24
Woodcuts. N. S.

"WALKER'S Manly Exercises; con-

taining Skating, Riding, Driving, Hunting,
Shooting, Sailing, Rowing, Swimming, &c.

44 Engravings and numerous Woodcuts.

"WALTON'S Complete Angler, or the
Contemplative Man's Recreation, by Izaak
Walton and Charles Cotton. With Me-
moirs and Notes by E. Jesse. Also an
Account of Fishing Stations, Tackle, &c.,

by H. G. Bohn. Portrait and 203 Wood-
cuts. j\r. s.

With 26 additional Engravings on Steel,

ys. td.

Lives ofDonne,"Wotto% Hooker,
&c., with Notes. A New Edition, re-

vised by A. H. Bullen, with a Memoir
of Izaak Walton by William Dowling, 6

Portraits, 6 Autograph Signatures, &c.
N. S.

"WELLINGTON, Life of. From the
Materials of Maxwell. 18 Steel En-
gravings.

Victories of.—See Maxwell.
WESTROPP (H. M.) A Handbook of

ArchEBology, Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan,
Roman. By H. M. Westropp. Numerous
Illustrations. 7^. 6d, N. S.

WHITE'S Natural History of Sel-
borne, with Observations on various Parts
of Nature, and the Naturalists' Calendar.
Sir W. Jardine. Edit., with Notes and
Memoir, by E, Jesse. 40 Portraits. N. S.

With the Plates coloured, 7^. 6d. N. S.

YOUNG LADT'S BOOK, The. A
Manual of Recreations, Arts, Sciences, and
Accomplishments. 1200 Woodcut Illustra-

tions. 75. 6d.

cloth gilt, gilt edges, gs.

CLASSICAL LIBRARY.
Translations from the Greek and Latin.

102 Vols, at 5^. each^ excepting those marked otherwise, (25/. os. 6d. per set.)

^SCHYLUS, The Dramas of. In
]

English Verse by Anna Swanwick. 4th

edition. N. S.

The Tragedies of. In Prose, with
Notes and Introduction, by T. A. Buckley,
B.A. Portrait. 5s, 6d.

AMMIANU5 MARCELLINUS. His-
tory of Rome during the Reigns of Con-
stantius, Julian, Jovianus,VaIentinian, and
Valens, by C. D. Yonge, B-A. Double
volume. 7J. 64.

ANTONINUS (M, Aurelius), The
Thoughts of. Translated literally, with
Notes, Biographical Sketch, and Essay on
the Philosophy, by George Long, M.A.
3S.6d. N.S.

APULEIUS, The Works of. Com-
prising the Golden Ass, God of Socrates,
Florida, and Discourse of Magic. With
a Metrical Version of Cupid and Psyclie,
and Mrs. Tighe's Psyche. Frontia*
piece.



CLASSICAL LIBRARY, IS

ARISTOPHANES* Comedies. Trans.,
with Notes and Extracts from Frere's and
other Metrical Versions, by W. J. Hickie,

Portrait. 2 vols.

ARISTOTLE'S Nicoznachean EtMcs.
Trans., with Notes, Analytical Introduc-
tion, and Questions for Students, by Ven.
Archdn. Browne.

'•— Politics and Economics. Trans.,
with Notes, Analyses, and Index, by E.
Walford, M.A., and an Essay and Life by
Br. Gillies.— Metaphysics. Trans., with Notes,
Analysis, and Examination Questions, by
Rev. John H. M*Mahon, M.A.

History ofAnimals. In Ten Books.
Trans., with Notes and Index, by R.
Cresswell, M.A.— Organon ; or. Logical Treatises, and
the Introduction of Porphyry. With Notes,
Analysis, and Introduction, by Rev. O.
F. Owen, M.A. 2 vols. 3J. 6d. each.

Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans. , with
Hobbes' Analysis, Exam. Questions, and
Notes, by T. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

ATHENiEUS. The DeipnoBOphists
;

or, the Banquet of the Learned. By C. D.
Yonge, B.A. With an Appendix of Poeti-

cal Fragments. 3 vols.

ATLAS of Classical Geography. 22

large Coloured Maps. With a complete
Index. Imp. 8vo. js. 6d.

BIOTS.—See Tkeocriius.

C^ SAR . Commentaries on the
Gallic and Civil Wars, with the Supple-

mentary' Books attributed to Hirtius, in-

cluding the complete Alexandrian, African,

and Spanish Wars. Trans, with Notes.

Portrait.

CATULLUS, Tibullus, and the Vigil
of Venus. Trans, with Notes and Bio-

graphical Introduction. To which are

added. Metrical Versions by Lamb,
Grainger, and others. Frontispiece-

CICERO'S Orations. Trans, by C. D.
Yonge, B.A. 4 vols.

On Oratory and Orators. With
Letters to Quintus and Brutus. Trans.,

with Notes, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.

On the Nature of the Gods, Divi-

nation, Fate, Laws, a Republic, Consul-

ship. Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge,
B.A.— Academics, De Finibus, and Tuscu-
lan Questions. By C. D. Yonge, B.A.
With Sketch of the Greek Philosophers
meutipned by Cicero.

CICERO'S Ox2XUmn.-~ConHniied,
Offices; or, Moral Duties. Cato

Major, an Essay on Old A^e ; Laelius, an
Essay on Friendship ; Scipio's Dream ; .

Paradoxes ; Letter to Quintus on Magis-
trates. Trans., with Notes, by C. R. Ed-
monds. Portrait, r^s. 6d.

DEMOSTHENES' Orations. Trans.,
with Notes, Arguments, a Chronological
Abstract, and Appendices, by C. Rann
Kennedy. 5 vols.

DICTIONARY ofLATIN andGREEK
Quotations ; including Proverbs, Maxims,
Mottoes, Law Terms and Phrases. With
the Quantities marked, and English Trans-
lations.

With Index Verborum (622 pages). 6*.

—— Index Verborum to the above, with the
Quantities and Accents marked (56 pages),
limp cloth. 15.

DIOGENES LAERTIUS. Lives and
Opinions of the Ancient Philosophers.
Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge, B.A.

EPICTETUS. The Discourses of.
With the Encheiridion and Fragments.
With Notes, Life, and View of his Philo-
sophy, by George Long, M.A. N, S.

EURIPIDES. Trans., with Notes and In-
troduction, by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 2 vols.

GREEK ANTHOLOGY. In English
Prose by G. Burges, M.A. With Metrical
Versions by Bland, Merivale, Lord Den-
man, &c.

GREEK ROMANCES of Heliodorns,
Longus, and Achilles Tatius; viz.. The
Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea

;

Amours of Daphnis and Chloe ; and Loves
of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans., with
Notes, by Rev R. Smith, M.A.

HERODOTUS. Literally trans, by Rev.
Henry Cary, M.A. Portrait.

HESIOD, CALLIMACHUS, and
Theognis. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Notices by Rev. J. Banks,
M.A. Together with the Metrical Ver-
sions of Hesiod, by Elton ; Callimachus,
by Tytler ; and Theognis, by Frere.

HOMER'S niad. In English Prose, with
Notes by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

Odyssey, Hymns, Epigrams, and
Battle of the Frogs and Mice. In English
Prose, with Notes and Memoir by T. A.
Buckley, B.A.

HORACE. In Prose by Smart, with Notes
selected by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. :ij. 6d.

JULIAN THE EMPEROR. By the
Rev. C. W. King, M.A.



BOHN'S LIBRARIES.

JUSTEI, CORNELIUS NEPOS, and
Eutropius. Trans., with Notes, by Rev.

J. S. Watson, M.A,

JUVENAL, PERSIUS, SULPICIA,
and Lucilius. In Prose, with Notes,
Chronological TableSj Arguments, by L.
Kvans, M.A. To which is added the Me-
trical Version of Juvenal and Persius by
Gifford. Frontispiece.

LTVY, The History of Rome. Trans,
by Dr. Spillan and others. 4 vols. Por-
trait.

LUCAN'S Pharsalla. In Prose, with
Notes by H. T. Riley.

LUCIAN'S Dialognes of the Gods,
of the Sea Gods, and of the Dead. Trans,

by Howard WilHams, M.A.

LUCRETIUS. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Introduction by Rev. J. S.

Watson, M.A. To which is added the

MeLricai Version by J. M. Good.

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. In

Prose, with Verse Translations selected

from EngUsh Poets, and other sources.

Dble. vol. (670 pages), ^s. td.

MOSCHUS.—^w Tlieocrittis,

OVID'S Works, complete. In Prose,
with Notes and Introduction. 3 vols.

PAUSAKIAS' Description of Greece,
Translated into English, with Notes and
Index. By Arthur Richard Shilleto, M.A.,
sometime Scholar of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. 2 vols.

FHALARIS. Bentley's Dissertations
upon the Epistles of Phalaris, Themisto-
cles, Socrates, Euripides, and the Fables
of JEsop. With Introduction and Notes
by Prof. W. Wagner, Ph.D.

PINDAR. In Prose, with Introduction

and Notes by Dawson W. Turner. To-
gether with the Metrical Version by Abra-
ham Moore. Portrait.

PLATO'S "Works. Trans., with Intro-

duction and Notes. 6 vols.

Dialogues. A Summary and Analysis

of. With Analytical Index to the Greek
text of modern editions and to the above
translations, by A. Day, LL.D.

PLAUTUS'S Comedies. In Prose, with
Notes and Index by H. T. Riley, B.A.
2 vols,

PLINY'S Natural History, Trans.,

with Notes, by J. Bostock, M.D., F.R.S.,
and H. T. Riley, B.A. 6 vols.

PLINY. The Letters of Pliny the
Younger. Melmoth's Translation, revised,

with Notes and short Life, by Rev. F. C.
T. Bosanquet, M.A.

PLUTARCH'S Morals. Theosophical
Essays. Trans, by C. W. King, M.A. N.S.

Ethical Essays. Trans, by A. R,
Shilleto, M.A. N.S,

Lives. See page T.

PROPERTIUS, The Elegies of. With
Notes, Literally translated by the Rev. P.

J. F. Gantillon, M.A., with metrical ver-

sions of Select Elegies by Nott and Elton,
3J. Sd.

QUINTILIAN'S Institutes ofOratory.
Trans., with Notes and Biographical
Notice, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
z vols.

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEIUS
Paterculus. Trans., with Notes and Bio-

graphical Notices, by J. S. Watson, M.A.

SENECA DE BENEFICIIS, Newly
translated by Aubrey Stewart, M.A.
'i.s. 6d. N. S.

SENECA'S Minor Works. Translated
by A. Stewart, M.A. N.S.

SOPHOCLES. The Tragedies of. In
Prose, with Notes, Arguments, and Intro-

duction. Portrait.

STRABO'S Geography. Trans., with
Notes, by W. Falconer, M.A., and H. C.
Hamilton. Copious Index, giving Ancient
and Modern Names. 3 vols.

SUETONIUS' Lives of the Twelve
Cajsars and Lives of the Grammarians.
The Translation of Thomson, revised, with
Notes, by T. Forester.

TACITUS. The Works of. Trans.,
with Notes. 2 vols.

TERENCE and PH^DRUS. In Eng-
lish Prose, with Notes and Arguments, by
H. T. Riley, B.A. To which is added
Smart's Metrical Version of Phsedrus.
With Frontispiece.

THEOCRITUS, BION, MOSCHUS,
and Tyrtasus. In Prose, with Notes and
Arguments, by Rev. J. Banks, M.A. To
which are appended the Metrical Ver-
sions of Chapman. Portrait of Theocritus.

THUCYDIDES. The Peloponnesian
War. Trans., with Notes, by Rev. H.
Dale. Portrait. 2 vols. 3; . td. each.

TYRTiEUS.—.?« Theocritus.

VIRGIL. The Works of. In Prose,
with Notes by Davidson. Revised, with
additional Notes and Bioj^raphical Notice,
by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 3*. 6d,

XENOPHON'S Works. Trans., with
Notes, by J. S. Watson, M.A., and others.
Portrait. In 3 vols.
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COLLEGIATE SERIES.
10 Vols, at 5j. each, (zL loj. per set.)

DANTE. The Inferno. Prose Trans.,
with the Text of the Original on the same
page, and Explanatory Notes, hy John
A. Carlyle, M.D. Portrait. N. S.

The Purgatorio. Prose Trans., with
the Original on the same page, and Ex-
planatory Notes, by W. S. Dugdale. N. S.

NEW TESTAMENT (The) in Greek.
Griesbach's Text, with the Readings of
Mill and Scholz at the foot of the page, and
Parallel References in the margin. Also a
Critical Introduction and Chronological
Tables. Two Fac-similes of Greek Manu-
scripts. 650 pages. 3.;. 6d.

or bound up with a Greek and English
Lexicon to the New Testament (250 pages
additional, making in all 900^. 5J.

The Lexicon may be had separately,

price zs.

DOBREE'S Adversaria. (Notes on the
Greek and Latin Classics.) Edited by the

late Prof. Wagner. 2 vols.

DONALDSON (Dr.) The Theatre of
the Greeks. With Supplementary Treatise
on the Language, Metres, and Prosody of
the Greek Dramatists. Numerous Illus-

trations and 3 Plans. By J. W. Donald-
son, D.D. N.S.

KEIGHTLET^S (Thomas) Mythology
of Ancient Greece and Italy. Revised by
Leonhard Schmitz, Ph.D., LL.D. 12
Plates. N. S.

HERODOTUS, Notes on. Original
and Selected from the best Commentators.
By D. W. Turner, M.A. Coloured Map.

Analysis and Sniuniary of} with
a Synchronistical Table of Events—Tables
of Weights, Measures, Money, and Dis-
tances— an Outline of the History and
Geography—and the Dates completed from
Gaisford, Baehr, &c. By J. T. Wheeler.

THUCYDIDES. An Analysis and
Summary of. With Chronological Table
of Events, &c., by J. T. Wheeler.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY.
57 Vols, at 5^. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (14/. ijs, per set.)

AGASSIZ and GOULD. Outline of
Comparative Physiology touching the
Structure and Development of the Races
ofAnimals living and extinct. For Schools
and Colleges. Enlarged b^ Dr. Wright.
With Index and 300 Illustrative Woodcuts.

BOLLEY'S Manual of Technical
Analysis ; a Guide for the Testing and
Valuation of the various Natural and
Artificial Substances employed in the Arts
and Domestic Economy, founded on the
work of Dr. BoUey. Edit, by Dr. Paul.
100 Woodcuts.

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.
Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand

;

its_ Mechanism and Vital Endowments, as
evincing Design. Preceded by an Account
of the Author's Discoveries in the Nervous
System by A. Shaw. Numerous Woodcuts.

Kirhy on the History, Habits,
and Instincts of Animals. With Notes by
T. Rymer Jones. 100 Woodcuts. 2 vols.

VP'hewelPs Astronomy and
General Physics, considered with reference
to Natural Theology. Portrait of the Earl
of Bridgewater. 3; . 6d.

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.—
Continued.

Chalmers on the Adaptation of
External Nature to the Moral and Intel-

lectual Constitution ofMan. With Memoir
by Rev. Dr. Gumming. Portrait.

Front's Treatise on Chemistry,
Meteorology, and the Function of Diges-
tion, with reference to Natural Theology.
Edit, by Dr. J. W. Griffith. 2 Maps.

Bnckland's Geology and Miner-
alogy. With Additions by Prof. Owen,
Prof. Phillips, and R. Brown. Memoir of
Buckland. Portrait. 2 vols. 15J. Vol. 1.

Text. Vol. II. go large plates with letter-

press.

Roget's Animal and Vegetable
Physiology. 463 Woodcuts. 2 vols. 6*.

each.

Kidd on the Adaptation of Ex-
ternal Nature to the Physical Condition of
Man. 3^. 6d.

CARPENTER'S (Dr. VT. B.) Zoology.
A Systematic View of the Structure, Ha-
bits, Instincts, and Uses of the principal
Families of the Animal Kingdom, and of
the chief Forms of Fossil Remains. Re-
vised by W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Numerous
Woodcuts. 2 vols. 65. each.
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CARPENTER'S "Worl^a.—Continued.
Mechanical Philosophy} Astro-

nomy, and Horology. A Popular Expo-
sition. i8i Woodcuts.

Vegetable Physiology and Sys-
tematic Botany. A complete Introduction

to the Knowledge of Plants. Revised by
E. Lankester, M.D., &c. Numerous
Woodcuts. 6^.

Animal Physiology. Revised Edi-
tion. 300 Woodcuts. 6^.

CHESS CONGRESS of 1862. A col-

lection of the games played. Edited by

J. Lowenthal. New edition, 5J.

CHEVREUL on Colonx. Containing
the Principles of Harmony and Contrast
of Colours, and their Application to the
Arts ; including Painting, Decoration,
Tapestries, Carpets, Mosaics, Glazing,
Staining, Calico Printing, Letterpress
Printing, Map Colouring, Dress, Land-
scape and Flower Gardening, &c. Trans,
by C. Martel. Several Plates.

With an additional series of 16 Plates
in Colours, 7s. 6d.

ENNEMOSER'S History of Magic.
Trans, by W. Howitt. With an Appendix
of the most remarkable and best authenti-
cated Stories of Apparitions, Dreams,
Second Sight, Table-Tuming, and Spirit-

Rapping, &c. 2 vols.

HINB'S Introduction to Astronomy.
With Vocabulary of the Terms in present.

use. Numerous Woodcuts. 31. 6d. N.S.

HOGG'S (Jabez) Elements of Experi-
mental and Natural Philosophy. Being
an Easy Introduction to the Study of
Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hydrostatics,
Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, Caloric,

Electricity, Voltaism, and Magnetism,
400 Woodcuts.

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch
of a Physical Description of the Universe.
Trans, by E. C Ott6, B. H. Paul, and
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Portrait. 5 vols.

3J. 6d. each, excepting vol. v., 5^.

PersonalNarrative ofhis Travels
in America during the years 1799-1804.
Trans., with Notes, by T. Ross. 3 vols.

Views of Nature ; or, Contem-
plations of the Sublime Phenomena of
Creation, with Scientific Illustrations.

Trans, by E. C. Ott6.

HUNT'S (Robert) Poetry of Science
;

or, Studies of the Physical Phenomena of
Nature. By Robert Hunt, Professor at
the School of Mines.

JOYCE'S Scientific Dialognos. A
Familiar Introduction to the Arts and
Sciences. For Schools aud Voung Pcoijic.
Numcroua Wootlcuts.

JOYCE'S Introduction to the Arts
and Sciences, for Schools and Young
People. Divided into Lessons with Ex-
amination Questions. Woodcuts. 3^. 6d.

JUKES-BROWNE'S Student's Hand-
book of Physical Geology. By A. J.
Jukes-Browne, of the Geological Survey of
England. With numerous Diagrams and
Illustrations, 6s. N. S.

The Student's Handbook of
Historical Geology. By A. J. Jukes-
Brown, B.A., F.G.S., of the Geological
Survey of England and Wales. With
numerous Diagrams and Illustrations. 6s.
N.S.

The Building of the British
Islands. A Study In Geographical Evolu-
tion. By A. J. Jukes-Browne, F.G.S.
7J. 6d. X.S.

KNIGHT'S (Charles) Knowledge Is
Power. A Popular Manual of Political
Economy.

LILLY. Introduction to Astrology.
With a Grammar of Astrology and Tables
for calculating Nativities, by Zadkiel.

MANTELL'S (Dr.) Geological Ex-
cursions through the Isle of Wight and
along the Dorset Coast. Numerous Wood-
cuts and Geological Map.

—;— Petrifactions and their Teach-
ings. Handbook to the Organic Remains
in the British Museum. Numerous Wood-
cuts. 6s.

Wonders of Geology ; or, a
Familiar Exposition of Geological Pheno-
mena. A coloured Geological Map of
England, Plates, and 200 Woodcuts. 2
vols. js. 6d. each.

MORPHY'S Games of Chess, being
the Alatches and best Games played by the
American Champion, with explanatory and
analytical Notes by J. Lowenthal. With
short Memoir and Portrait of Morphy.

SCHOUW'S Earth, Plants, and Man.
Popular Pictures of Nature. And Ko-
bell's Sketches from the Mineral Kingdom.
Trans, by A. Henfrey, F.R.S. Coloured
Map of the Geography of Plants.

SMITH'S (Pye) Geology and Scrip-
ture

; or, the Relation between the Scriptures
and Geological Science. With Memoir.

STANLEY'S Classified Synopsis of
the Principal Painters of the Dutch and
Flemish Schools, including an Account of
some of the early German Masters. By
George Stanley.

STAUNTON'S Chess-Player's Hand-
book. A Popular and Scientific Intro-
duction to the Gam«, with numerous Dia-
grams and Coloured Frontispiece. JV,S,
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STAUNTON.—C(7«^i«K^//.

Chess Praxis. A Supplement to the
Chess-player's Handbook. Containing the
most important modern Improvements in
the Openings ; Code of Chess Laws ; and
a Selection ofMorphy's Games. Annotated.
636 pages. Diagrams. 6j.

Chess-Flayer's Companion-
Comprising a Treatise on Odds, Collection
of Match Games, including the French
Match with M. St. Amant, and a Selection
of Original Problems. Diagrams and Co-
loured Frontispiece.

Chess Tonrnament of 1851,
A Collection of Games played at this cele-
brated assemblage. With Introduction
and Notes. Numerous Diagrams.

STOCKHARDT'S Experimental
Chemistry. A Handbook for the Study
of the Science by simple Experiments.
Edit, by C. W. Heaton, F.C.S. Nu-
merous Woodcuts, N, S,

TIRE'S (Dr. A.) Cotton Manufacture
of Great Britain, systematically investi-

gated ; with an Introductory View of its

Comparative State in Foreign Countries.
Revised by F. L. Simmonds. 150 Illus-

trations. 2 vols.

Philosophy of Manufactures,
or an Exposition of the Scientific, Moral,
and Commercial Economy of the Factory
System of Great Britain. Revised by
F. L. Simmonds. Numerous Figures.
800 pages. 7^. td.

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE.
GILBART'S History, Principles, and Practice of Banking. Revised to 1881 by

A. b. Michie, of the Royal Bank of Scotland. Portrait of Gilbart. 2 vols. \os. N. S.

REFERENCE LIBRARY.
28 Volumes at Various

BLAIR'S Chronological Tables.
Comprehending the Chronology and His-
tory of the World, from the Earliest Times
to the Russian Treaty of Peace, April 1856.
By J. W. Rosse. 800 pages. loj.

Index of Dates. Comprehending
the principal Facts in the Chronology and
History of the World, from the Earliest to
the Present, alphabetically arranged ; being
a complete Index to the foregoing. By
J. W. Rosse. 2 vols. 55. each.

BOHN'S Dictionary of Quotations
from the English Poets. 4th and cheaper
Edition. 6s,

BOND'S Handy-book of Rules and
Tables for Verifying Dates with the Chris-
tian Era. 4th Edition. .V. S.

BUCHANAN'S Dictionary ofScience
and Technical Terms used in Philosophy,
Literature, Professions, -Commerce, Arts,
and Trades. By W. H. Buchanan, with
Supplement. Edited by Jas. A. Smith. 6s.

CHRONICLES OF THE TOMBS. A
Select Collection of Epitaphs, with Essay
on Epitaphs and Observations on Sepul-
chral Antiquities. By T. J. Pettierew,
F.R.S., F.S.A sj.

CLARK'S (Hugh) Introduction to
Heraldry. Revised by J. R. Planche. 5^.

950 Illustrations.

Witk tfig lUustrations eolourtd* isf.
N.S,

Prices. (8/. l$s. per set.)

COINS, Manual ot.—See Humphreys.

DATES, Index of.—.S'» Blair.

DICTIONARY of Obsolete and Pro-
vincial English. Containing Words from
English Writers previous to the igth
Century. By Thomas Wright, M.A..
F.S.A., &c 2 vols. 5^. each.

EPIGRAMMATISTS (The). A Selec-
tion from the Epigrammatic Literature of
Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modem Times.
With Introduction, Notes, Observations,
Illustrations, an Appendix on Works con-
nected with Epigrammatic Literature,
by Rev. H. Dodd, M.A. 6s. N. S.

GAMES, Handbook of. Comprising
Treatises on above 40 Games of Chance,
Skill, and Manuai Dexterity, including
Whist, BilHards, &c. Edit, by Henry G.
Bohn. Numerous Diagrams. 5s. N. S.

HENFRET'S Guide to EngliBh
Coins. Revised Edition, by C. F. Keary,
M.A., F.S.A. With an Historical Intro-
duction. 6s. I/. S,

HUMPHREYS' Coin CoUectors'
Manual. An Historical Account of tlv
Progress of Coinage from the Earliest
Time, by H. N. Humphreys. 140 Illus-

trations. 2 vols, ss* each. //. S.
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LOWNDES' Bibliographer's Manual
of English Literature. Containing an Ac-
count of Rare and Curious Books pub-
lished in or relating to Great Britain and
Ireland, from the Invention of Printing,

with Biographical Notices and Prices,

by W. T. Lowndes. Parts I.-X. (A to Z\
3*. 6rf. each. Part XI. ([Appendix Vol.),

5f. Or the ii parts in 4 vols., half

morocco, 2/. -zs.

MEDICINE, Handbook of Domestic,
Popularly Arranged. By Dr. H. Davies.

700 pages. <5f.

NOTED NAMES OF FICTION.
Dictionary of. Including also Familiar

Pseudonyms, Surnames bestowed on Emi-
nent Men, &c. By W. A. Wheeler. M.A.
sj. A^. S.

POLITICAL CYCLOPEDIA. A
Dictionary of Political, Constitutional,

Statistical, and Forensic Knowledge
;

forming a Work of Reference on subjects

ofCivil Administration, Political Economy,
Finance, Commerce, Laws, and Social
Relations. 4 vols. 35. 6if. each.

PROVERBS, Handbook of. Con-
taining an entire Rejpublication of Ray's
Collection, with Additions from Foreign
Languages and Sayings, Sentences,
Maxims, and Phrases. 55.

A Polyglot of Foreigrn. Com-
prising French, Italian, German, Dutch,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Danish. With
English Translations. 5^.

SYNONYMS and ANTONYMS; or.

Kindred Words and their Opposites, Col-

lected and Contrasted by Ven. C. J.
Smith, M.A. 55. N. S.

WRIGHT (Th.)—^g? Dictionary.

NOVELISTS' LIBRARY.
12 Volumes at 3J. 6^. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (2/. 5^. per set,)

FIELDING.—Continued.
Amelia. Roscoe's Edition, revised.

Cruikskank's Illustrations. 5J. N. S.

History of Tom Jonea, a Found-
ling. Roscoe's Edition. Cruikskank'

s

Illustrations. 2 vols. N. S.

BURNEY'S Evelina ; or, a Voung
Lady's Entrance into the World. By F.

Eurney (Mme. D'Arblay). With Intro-

duction and Notes by A. R. Ellis, Author
of * Sylvestra,' &c. H. S.

Cecilia. With Introduction and
Notes by A. R. Ellis, 2 vols. AT. S.

DE STAEL. Coriune or Italy.

By Madame de Stael. Translated by
Emiiy Baldwin and Paulina Driver.

EBERS' Egyptian Princess. Trans,

by Emma Buchheim. N. S.

FIELDING'S Joseph Andrews and
his Friend Mr. Abraham Adams. ^ With
Roscoe's Biography. Cruikshank's Illus-

trations. N. S.

GROSSI'S Marco Tiscontl. Trans.
by A. F. D. iV. S.

MANZONI. The Betrothed : being
a Translation of ' I Promessi Sposi.

Numerous Woodcuts, i vol. (732 pages).

5*. N.S.

STOWE (Mrs. H. B.) Uncle Tom's
Cabin ; or, Life among the Lowly. 8 full-

page Illustrations. JV. S.

ARTISTS' LIBRARY.
9 Volumes at Various Prices. (2/. %s. (id. per set.)

BELL (Sir Charles). The Anatomy
and Philosophy of Expression, as Con-
nected with the Fine Arts. 5J. A'. S.

DEMMIN. History of Arms and
\rmoiir 'Vom the Earliest Period. I'y

A'.": '-„ lJo.".i:.;n. 'I'rans. by C. C.

Third Edition. Enlarged and Revised by
the Hon. H. A. Dillon, F.S.A. With
more than 700 Engravings. 2 vols. 5J.

each N. S.
Vol. I. History. Vol. I. Glossary.

FLAXMAN. Lectures on Sculpture.
With Three Addresses to the R.A. by Sir

R. WestmacoLt, R.A., and Memoir o

Flaxman. Portrait and 53 Plates. 6^. N,S.

HEAT ON' S Concise History of
Painting. New Edition, revised by
W. Cosmo Monkhouse. 5^. N.S.

LECTURES ON PAINTING by the
Royal Academicians, Barry, Opie, Fuseli.
With Introductory Essay and Notes by
R. Wornum. Portrait of Fuseli.

LEONARDO DA VINCI'S Treatise
oil Painting. Trans, by J. F. Rigaud, R.A.
With a Life and an Account of his Works
by J. W. Brown. Numerous Plates. 5^. U.S.

PLANCHE'S History of British
Costume, from the Earliest Time to the
ipth Century. By J. R. Planch^. 400
Illustrations. 5^. N. S.



( 21 )

BOHN'S CHEAP SERIES.
PRICE ONE SHILLING EACH.

A Series of Complete Stories or Essays, mostly reprinted from Vols.

in Bohn's Libraries, and neatly bound in stiffpaper cover,

with cut edges, suitable for Railway Reading.

ASCHAM (ROGER).—
SCHOLEMASTER. By Professor Mayor.

CARPENTER {DR. W. B.).—

PHYSIOLOGY OF TEMPERANCE AND TOTAL AB-
STINENCE.

EMERSON.—
ENGLAND AND ENGLISH CHARACTERISTICS. Lectures

on the Race, Ability, Manners, Truth, Character, Wealth, Religion, &c. &c.

NATURE : An Essay. To which are added Orations, Lectures
and Addresses.

REPRESENTATIVE MEN : Seven Lectures on Plato, Swe-
DENBORG, Montaigne, Shakespeare, Napoleon, and Goethe.

TWENTY ESSAYS on Various Subjects.

THE CONDUCT OF LIFE.

FRANKLIN (BENJAMIN).-
AUTOBIOGRAPHY. Edited by J. SPARKS.

HAWTHORNE (NATHANIEL).—
TWICE-TOLD TALES. Two Vols, in One

SNOW IMAGE, and other Tales.

SCARLET LETTER.
HOUSE WITH THE SEVEN GABLES.
TRANSFORMATION ; or the Marble Fawn. Two Parts.

HAZLITT (W.).—

TABLE-TALK : Essays on Men and Manners. Three Parts.

PLAIN SPEAKER : Opinions on Books, Men, and Things
Three Parts.

LECTURES ON THE ENGLISH COMIC WRITERS.
LECTURES ON THE ENGLISH POETS.
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HAZLITT ( W.).—Continued.

LECTURES ON THE CHARACTERS OF SHAKE-
SPEARE'S PLAYS.

LECTURES ON THE LITERATURE OF THE AGE OF
ELIZABETH, chiefly Dramatic.

IRVING {WASHINGTON).—
LIFE OF MOHAMMED. With Portrait.

LIVES OF SUCCESSORS OF MOHAMMED.
LIFE OF GOLDSMITH.
SKETCH-BOOK.
TALES OF A TRAVELLER.
TOUR ON THE PRAIRIES.

CONQUESTS OF GRANADA AND SPAIN. Two Parts.

LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. Two Parts.

COMPANIONS OF COLUMBUS : Their Voyages and Dis-
coveries.

ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN BONNEVILLE in the Rocky
Mountains and the Far West.

KNICKERBOCKER'S HISTORY OF NEW YORK, from the

Beginning of the World to the End of the Dutch Dynasty.

TALES OF THE ALHAMBRA.
CONQUEST OF FLORIDA UNDER HERNANDO DE

SOTO.

ABBOTSFORD AND NEWSTEAD ABBEY.
SALMAGUNDI; or, The Whim -Whams and Opinions ol

Launcelot Langstaff, Esq.

BRACEBRIDGE HALL ; or, The Humourists.

ASTORIA ; or, Anecdotes of an Enterprise beyond the Rocky
Mountains.

WOLFERT'S ROOST, and Other Tales.

LAMB (CHARLES).—

ESSAYS OF ELIA. With a Portrait.

LAST ESSAYS OF ELIA.

ELIANA. With Biographical Sketch.

MARRYAT (CAPTAIN).

PIRATE AND THE THREE CUTTERS. With :. Memoir of

the Author.
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The only authorised Editions no others published in England contain

the Derivations and Etymological Notes of Dr. Mahn, who

devoted several years to this portion of the Work.

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Thoroughly revised and improved by Chauncey A. Goodrich, D.D., LL.D.,

and Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College.

THE GUINEA DICTIONARY.
New Edition [1880], with a Supplement of upwards of 4600 New Words and

Meanings.

1628 Pages. 3000 Illustrations.

The features of this volume, which render it perhaps the most useful

Dictionary for general reference extant, as it is undoubtedly one of the cheapest

books ever published, are as follows :

—

1. Completeness.—It contains 114,000 words.

2. Accuracy of Definition.

3. Scientific and Technical Terms.

4. Etymology.

5. The Orthography is based, as far as possible, on Fixed Principles.

6. Pronunciation.

7. The Illustrative Citations.

8. The Synonyms.

9. The Illustrations, which exceed 3000.

Cloth, 2is. ; half-bound in calf, 30J. ; calf or half russia, 31J. 6d.; russia, 2/.

With New Biographical Appendix, containing over 9700 Names.

THE COMPLETE DICTIONARY
Contains, in addition to the above matter, several valuable Literary Appendices,

and 70 extra pages of Illustrations, grouped and classified.

I vol. 1 9 19 pages, cloth, 31J. dd.

' Certainly the best practical English Dictionary extant.'

—

Quarterly Review, 1873.

Prospectuses, with Specimen Pages, sentpostfree on application.

To be obtained through all Booksellers.



Bohn's Select Library of Standard Works.

Price IS. in paper covers, and is. 6d. in cloth.

1. Bacon's Essays. With Introduction and Notes.

2. Lessing'S Laokoon. Beasley's Translation, revised, with Intro-
duction, Notes, Sec, by Edward Bell, M.A.

3. Dante's Inferno. Translated, with Notes, by Rev. H. F. Cary.

4. Goethe's Faust. Part I. Translated, with Introduction, by
Anna Swanwick.

5. Goethe's Boyhood. Being Part I. of the Autobiography.
Translated by J. Oxenford.

6. Schiller's Mary Stuart and The Maid of Orleans. Trans-
lated by J. IMellish and Anna Sw.inwick,

7. The Queen's English. By the late Dean Alford.

8. Life and Labours of the late Thomas Brassey. By Sir
A. Helps, K.c.rs.

9. Plato's Dialogue's: The Apology—Crito—Phaedo—Protagoras.
With Introductions.

10. Moliere'S Plays : The Miser—Tartuffe—The Shopkeeper turned
Gentleman. With brief Memoir.

11. Goethe's Reineke Fox, in English Hexameters. By A. Rogers.

12. Oliver Goldsmith's Plays.

13. Lessing'S Plays : Nathan the Wise—Minna von Bamhelm.
14. Plautus'S Comedies: Trinummus — Menaechmi — Aulularia—

Captivi.

15. Waterloo Days. By C. A. Eaton. With Preface and Notes by
Edward Bell.

16. Demosthenes—On the Crown. Translated by C. Rann
Kennedy.

17. The Vicar of Wakefield.
18. Oliver Cromwell. By Dr. Reinhold Pauli.

19. The Perfect Life. By Dr. Channing. Edited by his nephew.
Rev. W. H. Channing.

20. Ladies in Parliament, Horace at Athens, and other pieces,
by Sir George Otto Trevclyan, Bart.

21. Defoe's The Plague in London.
22. iRviNG's Life of Mahomet.
23. Horace's Odes, by various hands. [Oi.'i ofprhif,
24. Burke's Essay o.x 'The Sublime and Beautiful.' With

Short Memoir.

25. Hauff's Caravan.
26. Sheridan's Plays.

27. Dante's Purgatorio. Translated by Cary.

To he followed hy

Harvey's Treatise on the Circulation of the Blood.
Cicero's Friendship and Old Age.

.LONDON: GEORGE BELL AND SONS.

London : Printed by Strangeways & Sons, Tower Street, Cambridge Circus, W.C.
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CONTENTS.

ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.

BOOK SIV.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OP THIRTY-TWO TEARS.—FROM THE
DEATH OP QUEEN ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH OP ANTIGONHS.

Chap. I. The War between Aristobulus and Hj'rcanus about
the Kingdom ; and how they made an Agreement
that Aristobulus should be King, and Hyrcanus
live a private Life : as also, how Hyrcanus, a
little afterwards, was persuaded by Antipater to

flee to Aretas 1

Chap. II. How Aretas and Hyrcanus made an Expedition
against Aristobulus, and besieged Jerusalem ; and
how Scaurus, the Roman General, raised the

Siege. Concerning the Death of Onias . . 4

Chap, TTT, How Aristobulus and Hyrcanus came to Pompey to

discuss who ought to have the Kingdom ; and
how, upon the Flight ofAristobulus to the Fortress

of Alexandrium, Pompey led his army against

him, and ordered him to deliver up the Fortresses

of which he was possessed ..... 6

Chap. IV. How Pompey, when the Citizens of Jerusalem shut

the Gates against him, besieged the City and took

it by Storm ; also what other things he did in

Judiea......... 10

Chap. V. How Scaurus made Peace with Aretas. And what

Gabinius did in Judaea, after he had conquered

Alexander, the Son of Aristobulus ... 14

Chap. VI. How Gabinius captured Aristobulus after he had

fled fi'om Kome, and sent him back to Rome
again ; also how Gabinius, as he returned out of

Egypt, overcame Alexander and the Nabatteans

in Battle 16



CONTENTS,

Chap. VII. How Crassus went into Judsoa, and pillaged the

Temple; and marched against the Pai-thians, and
perished with his army. Also how Cassius made
himself master of Syria, and put a stop to the

incursion of the Farthians, and then went into

Judaea 19

Chap. VIII. How the Jews became Confederate with C;esar

when he fought against Egypt. The glorious

Actions of Antipater, and his Friendship with
Csesar. The Honours which the Jews received

from the Romans and Athenians . . . . 22
Chap. IX. How Antipater committed the care of Galilee to

Herod, and that of Jerusalem to I'hasaelus ; as

also, how Herod, because of the Jews' envy of
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ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS.

BOOK XIV.

CONTAINING THE INTEETAL OF THIKTT-TWO TEAES. rEOM
THE DEATH OP QUEEN ALEXANDRA TO THE DEATH OF
ANTIGONTTS.

CHAP. I.

The War between Aristohulus and Myreanus about the King-
dom ; and how they made an Agreement that Aristobulus

should be King, and Syrcanus live a private Life : as also,

how Syrcanus, a little afterwards, was persuaded by Anti-

pater to flee to Aretas.

. §
1-

I
TTA V K related the reign of queen Alexandra and her

death in the previous book, and will now speak of what
followed next, having nothing so much at heart as this,

that I may omit no facts, either from ignorance or fault

of memory. For I am upon the history and relation of

such things as most people are unacquainted with because

of their antiquity, and I aim to do it with a proper beauty

of style, so far as that is derived from words well arranged,

and from such ornaments of speech also as may contribute

to the pleasure of my readers, that they may imbibe the

knowledge of what I write with satisfaction and pleasure.

But the principal end that authors ought to aim at is to

speak accurately and truly, for the satisfaction of those

that are unacquainted with the transactions, and obliged

to believe what writers tell them.

§ 2. Now Hyrcanus began his high priesthood in the third

III. B
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year of the hundred and seventy-seventh Olympiad, when
Quintus Hortensius and Quintns Metellus, who was also

called Creticus, were consuls at Eome. And Aristobulus

directly began to make war against him, and as it came to

a battle at Jericho, many of the soldiers of Hyrcanus de-

serted him, and went over to his brother; upon which
Hyrcanus fled into the citadel, where Aristobulus' wife

and children had been imprisoned by his mother, as I have
said already, and attacked and overcame his adversaries

that had fled to the temple precincts! And when he had
sent a message to his brother to treat with him, he

laid aside his enmity to him on these conditions, that

Aristobulus should be king, and that he should live with-

out meddling in public affairs, and quiety enjoy his private

fortune. When they had agreed upon these terms in the

temple, and had confirmed the agreement with oaths, and
the giving one another their right hands, and embracing
one another in the sight of the whole multitude, they de-

parted, Aristobulus to the palace, and Hyrcanus, as a

private man, to the house of Aristobulus.

§ 3. But there was a certain friend of Hyrcanus, an
Idumsean, called Antipater, who was very rich, and by
nature an energetic and factious man ; he was at enmity with
Aristobulus, and had differences with him, from his good-

will to Hyrcanus. Nicolaus of Damascus says indeed that

Antipater was of the stock of the leading Jews who returned

from Babylon into Judsea ; but that assertion of his was
made to gratify Herod, who was Antipater's son, and who,
by certain revolutions of fortune, came afterwards to be
king of the Jews, whose history I shall give in its proper
place. Now this Antipater was at first called Antipas, and
that was his fathei"'s name also, of whom they relate that

king Alexander and his wife made him governor of

all Idumsea, and that he made a league of friei;dship

with those Arabians and G-azites and Ascalonites that
thought as he did, and by many and large presents

made them his fast friends. But the younger Antipater
was suspicious of the power of Aristobulus, and was afraid

that he might do him some mischief because of his hatred

to him, so he stirred up the most powerful of the Jews
privately against him by detraction, and said that it was
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wrong to overlook the conduct of Aristobulus, who had
got the government unrighteously, and ejected his brother
out of it, who was the elder, and ought to retain what
belonged to him by primogeniture. And he perpetually
made the same speeches to Hyrcanus, and told him, that his

own life would be in danger, unless he was on his guard,
and got rid of Aristobulus ; for he said that the friends of
Aristobulus omitted no opportunity of advising him to kiU
him, as being then, and not before, sure to retain the king-
dom. Hyrcanus gave no credit to these words of his, being
of a good disposition, and one that did not readily, owing
to his mild character, listen to calumny. This temper of

his, not disposing him to meddle in public affairs, and want
of spirit, made him appear to spectators degenerate and
unmanly ; while Aristobulus was of a contrary temper, an
active man and wide awake.

§ 4. When Antipater saw that Hyrcanus did not attend

to what he said, he ceased not day by day to charge feigned
crimes upon Aristobulus, and to calumniate him as desirous

to kill him, and by being always at him he at last with
great difficulty persuaded him to flee to Aretas, the king
of Arabia, and promised, that if he would comply with his

advice, he would also himself assist him. When Hyrcanus
heard this, he said that it was for his advantage to flee to

Aretas ; for Arabia is a country that borders upon Judaea.

However, Hyrcanus sent Antipater first to the king of

Arabia, in order to receive assurances from him, that when
he should come as a suppliant to him, he would not deliver

him up to his enemies. And Antipater, having received

such assurances, returned to Hyrcanus to Jerusalem. Not
long afterwards he took Hyrcanus, and stole out of the

city by night, and travelled fast, and brought him to the

city called Petra,' where the palace of Aretas was ; and as

he was a very intimate friend of that king's he urged him
to bring back Hyrcanus into Judaea, and continued his suit

every day without intermission, and also offered him pre-

sents, and at last he prevailed with Aretas. Moreover,

Hyrcanus promised him, that when he had been restored,

and had recovered his kingdom, he would give back the

territory and twelve cities which his father Alexander had
' Petra, near Mount Hor, to the east of the 'Arabah.
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taken from the Arabians, namely, Medaba,' Naballo,^

Libias,^ Tbarabasa,^ Agalla,* Athene,'' Zoara,^ Oronse,'

Marissa,' Eydda,' Lusa,^ and Oryba.^

CHAP. II.

How Aretas and Hyrcanus made an Expedition against

Aristobulus, and besieged Jerusalem ; and how Scaurus,

the Soman General, raised the Siege. Concerning the

Death of Onias.

§1-

AFTEE these promises had been made to Aretas, he
marched against Aristobulus with an army of fifty

thousand horse and foot, and beat him in battle. And as

after that victory many went over to Hyrcanus as deserters,

Aristobulus was left alone, and fled to Jerusalem. Upon
this the king of Arabia took all his army, and made an
assault upon the temple, and besieged Aristobulus therein,

the people still supporting Hyrcanus and assisting him in

the siege, while none but the priests continued with Aris-

tobulus. So Aretas united the forces of the Arabians and
Jews together, and pressed on the siege vigorously. As
this happened at the time when the feast of Unleavened
Bread, which we call the Passover, was being celebrated,

the principal men among the Jews left the country and fled

into Egypt. Now there was one whose name was Onias,

a righteous man and beloved of Grod, who, in a certain

drought, had prayed to G-od to put an end to the intense

heat, and whose prayer God had heard, and had sent rain.

This man had hid himself, because he saw that this civil

' Medeha, east of the Dead Sea.
^ Site unknown.
' The Beth-Aram of Josh. xiii. 27, now Tell er-Rumeh, N.E. of the

Dead Sea.
* Probably the Eglaim of Isaiah xv. 8, which Eusebius places eight

miles S. of Ar of Moab.
° Apparently the later Zoar in the Ghor es-Sdfi, S.E. of the Dead

Sea.
^ Probably the Horonaim of Is. xv. 5, and Jer. xlviii. 3, .5, 34. Site

unknown.
^ Mareshah, Kh. Mer'ash.
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war would last a long while. However, they brought Tiim

to the Jewish camp, and desired, that as by his prayers he
had once put an end to the drought, so he would in like

manner utter imprecations on Anstobulus and those of

his faction. And when, upon his refusing and making ex-

cuses, he was still compelled to speak by the multitude, he
stood up iQ the midst of them, and said, " G-od, the king
of the whole world, since those that stand now with me
are thy people, and those that are besieged are also thy
priests, I beseech thee, that thou wilt neither hearken to

the prayers of those against these, not bring to effect what
these pray against those." And the wicked Jews who
stood around him, as soon as he had made this prayer,

stoned him to death.

§ 2. But God punished them immediately for this bar-

barity, and took vengeance on them for the murder of

Onias, in the manner following. As the priests and Aris-

tobulus were besieged, it happened that the feast called

the Passover was come, at which it is our custom to offer a

great number of sacrifices to God ; and those that were
with Aristobulus wanted victims, and desired that their

countrymen without would furnish them with such, and
assured them they should have as much money for them
as they wished ; and when they required them to pay a

thousand di-achmie for each head of cattle, Aristobulus and
the priests wilUngly undertook to pay for them accordingly,

and those within let down the money over the walls, and
gave it to them. But when the others had received it, they

did not deliver the victims, but arrived at that height of

wickedness as to break the promises they had given, and
to be guilty of impiety towards God, by not furnishing

those that wanted them with victims. And when the

priests found they had been cheated, and that the agree-

ments that had been made were violated, they prayed to

God that he would avenge them on their countrymen.

Nor did he delay that punishment, but sent a strong and
vehement storm of wind, that destroyed the fruits of the

whole country, tiU a modius of wheat was bought for eleven

drachmae.

§ 3. Meantime Pompey sent Scarurus into Syria, as he

was himself in Armenia making war against Tigranes : and
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when Scaurus was come to Damascus, and found that

Lollius and Metellus had just taken that city, he pushed
on into Judsea. And when he was come there, ambassa-
dors came to him both from Aristobulus and Hyrcanus, for

both asted him to assist them. And as both of them
promised to give him money, Aristobulus four hundred
talents, and Hyrcanus no less, he accepted of Aristobulus'

promise, for he was rich and had a great soul, and desired

to obtain nothing but what was fair, whereas the other was
poor, and mean, and made incredible promises for greater

advantages. Nor was it the same thing to take a city by
storm, which was exceedingly strong and powerful, as it

was to eject out of the country some fugitives, with a
quantity of Nabatseans, who were no very warlike people.

He therefore made an agreement with Aristobulus for the

reasons before mentioned, and took his money, and raised

the siege, and ordered Aretas to depart, or else he should
be declared an enemy to the Eomans. Then Scaurus re-

turned to Damascus again, and Aristobulus with a great

army marched against Aretas and Hyrcanus, and fought
them at a place called Papyron,' and beat them in the
battle, and slew about six thousand of the enemy, among
whom fell Phallion also, the brother of Antipater.

CHAP. III.

How Arisiohulug and Hyrcanus came to Pompey to discuss

who ought to have the Kingdom ; and how, upon the Flight

of Aristobulus to the Fortress of Alexandrium, Pompey
led his army against him, and ordered him to deliver up
the Fortresses of which he was possessed.

§ 1.

A LITTLE afterwards Pompey came to Damascus, and
marched over Ccele-Syria, and there came to him am-

bassadors from all Syria, and Egypt, and from Judsea
also. For Aristobulus sent him a great present, which was a

' A town or river, the locality of which is unknown. The battle took
place in 63 B.C.
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golden vine,' and worth five hundred talents. Now Strabo
of Cappadocia mentions this present in the following words.
" There came also an embassage out of Egypt and a crown
of the value of four thousand pieces of gold, and out of

Judaea there came another, whether you call it a vine or a
garden : they called it Tekpole (Delight). However, I
myself saw that present deposited at Rome in the temple
of Jupiter Capitolinus, vdth this inscription, ' The gift of

Alexander the king of the Jews.' It was valued at five hun-
dred talents, and the report is, that Aristobulus, the ruler

of the Jews sent it."

§ 2. A little time afterwards came ambassadors again to

him, Antipater on behalf of Hyrcanus, and Mcodemus on
behalf of Aristobulus ; which last also accused those who
had taken bribes, first Grabinius, and then Scaurus, the one
having had three hundred talents, and the other four hun-
dred ; by which proceeding he made those two his enemies,

besides those he had before. And when Pompey had
ordered those that had differences with one another to

come to him in the beginning of the spring, he took his

army out of their winter quarters, and marched into the

country near Damascus ; and as he went along he demo-
lished the citadel that was at Apamea,^ that Antiochus
Cyzicenus had built, and subdued the country of Ptolemy
Mennaeus (a wicked man, and not less so than Dionysius

of Tripolis, who had been beheaded, who was also his rela-

' This ' golden vine,' or ' garden,' seen by Strabo at Rome, has its

inscription here as if It were the gift of Alexander, the father of Aris-

tobulus, and not of Aristobulus himself, to whom yet Josephus ascribes

it ; and in order to prove the truth of that part of his history, introduces

this testimony of Strabo ; so that the ordinary copies seem to be here

either erroneous or defective, and the original reading seems to have

been either ' Aristobulus,' instead of ' Alexander,' with ime Greek copy,

or else ' Aristobulus the son of Alexander,' with the Latin copies, which

last seems to me the most probable. For as to Archbishop Usher's con-

jectures, that Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in the temple,

and that thence Aristobulus took it. and sent it to Pompey, they are

both very improbable, and no way agreeable to Josephus, who would

hardly have avoided the recording both these uncommon points of his-

tory, had he known of them ; nor would either the Jewish nation, or

even Pompey himself, then have relished such a Hagrant instance of

sacrilege.—W.
' Kal'dt el-Medyk, in Syria.
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tion by marriage), who however bought off the punishment
of his crimes for a thousand talents, with which money
Pompey paid the soldiers their wages. He also razed to the

ground the fortress of Lysias,' of which Silas a Jew was
tyrant. And when he had passed by the cities of Helio-

polis" and Chalcis,^ and crossed over the mountain which is

the boundary of Coele-Syria, he went from Pella'' to Damas-
cus ; and there he carefully heard the Jews, and their

governors Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, who were at variance

with one another, as also the nation against them both, for

it did not desire to be under kingly government, because the

form of government they had received from their forefathers

was that of subjection to the priests of that God whom
they worshipped, whereas though Hyrcanus and Aristo-

bulus were the posterity of priests, yet did they seek to

change the government of their nation to another form, in

order to enslave them. As to Hyrcanus, he complained,

that although he was the elder brother, he was deprived of

the prerogative of his birth by Aristobulus, and that he

had but a small part of the country under him, Aristobulus

having taken away the rest from him by force. He also

stated that the raids which had been made into their

neighbours' countries, and the piratical expeditions by sea,

were owing to him, and that the nation would not have
revolted, had not Aristobulus been a man given to violence

and disorder. And there were no fewer than a thousand
Jews, of the best reputation, who confirmed this accusation,

being suborned by Antipater. But Aristobulus alleged on
the other hand that it was Hyrcanus' own nature, which
was inactive, and so contemptible, that had caused him to

be deprived of the government ; and that, as for himself, he
was necessitated to take it upon him, for fear it should be
transferred to others, and as to his title of king, it was no
other than the same title that his father had taken before

him. And he called as witnesses of this some persons who
were both young and insolent, whose purple garments,

fine heads of hair, and other ornaments, made them objec-

tionable, for they appeared not as though they were to

' Site unknown. " Now Ba'alhe/c.

' Now Kinnisrin. * Tuhakat FaMl, east of Jordan.
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plead their cause in a court of justice, but as if they
formed part of a triumphal procession.

§ 3. When Pompey had heard these two, and had con-
demned Aristobulus for his violent proceedings, he then
spoke civilly to them, and sent them away, and told them
that when he came into their country again he would
settle all their affairs, after he had first taken a view of the
affairs of the Nahatseans. Meantime he ordered them to be
quiet, and at the same time paid great attention to Aristo-
bulus, lest he should make the nation revolt, and hinder
his return ; which Aristobulus did : for without waiting
for that further determination which Pompey had pro-

mised, he went to the city of Dium,^ and thence inarched
into Judaea.

§ 4. Pompey was angry at this behaviour, and taking
with him the army which he was leading against the

Nabatseans, and the auxiliaries that came from Damascus
and the rest of Syria, with the other Soman legions which
he had with him, marched against Aristobulus. And as

he passed by Pella and Scythopolis," he came to Corese,'

which is the first town in Judaea as one passes through the

interior of the country, where he came to a most beautiful

fortress (that was built on the top of a mountain), called

Alexandrium,* to which Aristobulus had fled, and Pompey
sent his commands to him, that he should come to him.

Accordingly, as many urged him not to make war with the

Eomans, he came down, and when he had disputed with

his brother the right to the government, he went up again

to the citadel, as Pompey gave him leave to do. And this

he did two or three times, flattering himself with the hopes

of having the kingdom granted him, and pretending he

would obey Pompey in whatever he commanded, although

at the same time he retired to his fortress, that he might

not depress himself too low, and that he might be prepared

for war, in case Pompey, as he feared, should transfer the

government to Hyrcanus. But when Pompey ordered

Aristobulus to deliver up the fortresses he held, and to

send written orders to their governors in his ovm hand-

' One of the towns of Decapolis, not yet identified.

^ Beisdn. ' Now Keriut.
* Now Kefr Istuna.
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writing for that purpose, for they had been forbidden to

deliTer them upon any other conditions, he obeyed indeed,

but retired in dudgeon to Jerusalem, and made prepara-

tions for war. A little after this certain persons came out

of Pontus, and informed Pompey, as he was on the way
and leading his army against Aristobulus, that Mithridates

was dead, having been slain by his son Pharnaces.

CHAP. IV.

How Pompey, when the Citizens of Jerusalem shut the Gates

against him,, besieged the City and toolc it by Storm ; also

what other things he did in Judcea.

§1-

NOW Pompey pitched his camp at Jericho (where the

palm-tree grows, and that balsam which is of all

ointments the most precious, which upon any incision

made in the wood with a sharp stone distils out like juice),

and marched next momiag to Jerusalem. Thereupon
Aristobulus repented, and went to Pompey, and offered

him money, and promised to receive him into Jerusalem,
and begged that he would leave off the war, and do what
he pleased peaceably. Then Pompey, upon his entreaty,

forgave him, and sent G-abinius and some soldiers to receive

the money and take possession of the city. But none of

these promises were performed, but G-abinius returned,

not only having been shut out of the city, but also having
received none of the money promised, because Aristobulus'

soldiers would not permit the agreement to be carried out.

At this Pompey was very angry, and put Aristobulus into

prison, and went himself to the city, which was strong on
every side, excepting the north, which was not well forti-

fied ; for there was a broad and deep ditch that ran round
the city,' and included within it the temple, which was
itself surrounded with a very strong stone wall.

' The particular depth and breadth of this ditch whence the stones
for the wall about the temple were probably taken, are omitted in our
copies of Josephus, but set down by Strabo, xvi. p. 763, from whom we
learn, that this ditch was sixty feet deep, and 250 feet broad W.
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§ 2. Now there was variance among tlie men that were

within the city, for they did not agree as to what was to be
done in their present circumstances, for some thought it best
to deliver up the city to Pompey, but Aristobulus' party ex-

horted them to shut the gates and fight, because he was
kept in prison. And these got the start of the others, and
seized upon the temple, and cut off the bridge which
reached from it to the city, and prepared themselves to

stand a siege ; but the others admitted Pompey's army in,

and delivered up both the city and the king's palace to

him. Then Pompey sent his lieutenant Piso with an
army, and placed garrisons both in the city and in the
palace to secure them, and fortified the houses that joined

the temple, and all those that were outside but in the

neighbourhood of it. And first he offered conditions to

those within, but as they would not comply with what
he invited them to, he fortified all the places thereabout,

and Hyrcanus zealously assisted him in everything. And
Pompey pitched his camp outside,' at the north end of the

temple, where it was most open to attack, though even on
that side great towers rose up, and a trench had been dug,

and a deep ravine begirt it round about, for the parts towards

the city were precipitous, and the bridge on which Pompey
had entered in was broken down ; however, a bank was
raised day by day with a great deal of labour, as the

Romans cut down the trees all round. And when this

bank was sufficiently raised, and the trench filled up with

difficulty owing to its immense depth, Pompey had his

engines and battering rams brought from Tyre, and placing

them on the bank, kept battering the temple with his cata-

ptdts. Now had it not been our national practice to rest

on the seventh days, this bank would never have been

completed, owing to the opposition the Jews would have

made ; for though our law allows us to defend ourselves

against those that commence a fight with us and assault

us, it does not permit us to meddle with our enemies on

the Sabbath-days while they do anything else.^

> SoDindorf.
' It deserves here to be noted, that this notion that offensive fight-

ing was unlawful U> the Jews, even under the utmost necessity, on

the Sabbath-day, of which we hear nothing before the times of the
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§ 3. Now when the Romans obseryed this, they threw no
missiles at the Jews on those days which we call Sabbaths,
nor did they come to a hand to hand fight, but raised up
their bank and towers, and brought forward their engines

that they might do execution the following day. And one
may learn how very great piety we exercise towards God,
and how much we observe his laws, from the fact that the

priests were not at all hindered from their sacred ministra-

tions by fear during the siege, but did still twice a day, in

the morning and at the ninth hour, offer their sacrifices on
the altar, nor did they omit those sacrifices if any melan-
choly accident happened during the assaults. Indeed when
the city was taken in the third month, on the day of the
fast, in the hundred and seventh-ninth Olympiad, when
Caius Antonius and Marcus TuUius Cicero were consuls,

and the enemy fell upon them, and cut the throats of those

that were in the temple, yet did not those that offered the

sacrifices leave them off, nor could they be compelled to run
away, either from the fear they were in for their own lives, or

from the numbers that had been already slain, thinking it

better to suffer whatever came upon them at the very altars,

than to omit anything that their laws required of them.
And that this is not a mere tale to pass an encomium upon
piety that was never displayed, but is the real truth, I

appeal to all those that have written of the acts of Pompey,
who bear me out, and among them to Strabo and Nicolaus,

and also to Titus Livius, the writer of the Roman history.

§ 4. Now when the battering engine was applied, the
greatest of the towers was shaken by it and fell down, and
opened a breach in the walls, so the enemy poured in

apace, and Cornelius Faustus, son of the famous Sulla, with
his soldiers, first of all scaled the wall, and after him Furius
the centurion, with those that followed him on the other
side, while Fabius, who was also a centurion, scaled it

in the middle, with a great body of men with him. And
now all was full of slaughter, some of the Jews being slain

by the Romans, and some by one another ; nay, there were
some who threw themselves down the precipices, or put
fire to their houses and burned them, not being able to

Maecabees> was the cause of Jerusalem's being taken by Pompey, by
Sosius, and by Titus.—W.
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bear their miseries. Of the Jews there fell twelve thousand,
but of the Eomans very few. Absalom, who was at once
both uncle and father-in-law of Aristobulus, was taken
captive. And no small outrage was commited in the Holy
of Holies, which before had been inaccessible and seen
by none ; for Pompey went into it, and not a few of those
that were with him also, and saw all that it was un-
lawful for any men to see but the high priests. There
were there the golden table, the holy candlestick, and
the pouring vessels, and a great quantity of spices ; and
besides these there were among the treasures two thousand
talents of sacred money ; but Pompey touched nothing of
all this,' on account of his regard to religion, but in this

point also acted in a manner that was worthy of his virtue.

The next day he gave order to those that had the charge of
of the temple to cleanse it, and to bring what offerings the
law required to God ; and he restored the high priesthood to
Hyrcanus, not only because he had been useful to him in
other respects, but also because he had hindered the Jews
in the country from giving Aristobulus any assistance in
the war. He also cut off the heads of those that had been
the authors of the war, and bestowed fitting rewards on
Cornelius Faustus and the others that had mounted the
walls with such alacrity. And he made Jerusalem tribu-

tary to the Eomans, and took away those cities of Coele-

Syria which the inhabitants of Judaea had formerly sub-

dued, and put them under the government of the Roman
prsetor, and contracted the whole nation, which had
elevated itself so high, within its own bounds. Moreover,
he rebuilt G-adara (which had been razed to the ground
a little before), to gratify Demetrius of G-adara,^ who was
his freedman, and restored the rest of the cities, as Hippos,^

and Scythopolis, and Pella,* and Dium,' and Samaria,' as

also Marissa,' Azotus,^ Jamnia,' and Arethusa," to their

' This is fully confirmed by the testimony of Cicero, who says in his

oration for Flaccus, that " Cnfeus Pompeius, when he was conqueror,

and had taken Jerusalem, did not touch anything belonging to the-

temple.'"—W.
^ Umm Keis. ^ Sdsiyeh, see Life, § 9.

* See note 4, p. 8. ' See note 1, p. 9.

^ Sebvstieh. ' Kh. Mer'ash. " Esdud.
' Yebnah. '° Now Sestan, sixteen miles from Horns, £mesa>
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own inhabitants. And these were in the interior of the

country, except those that had been razed to the ground. As
to the maritime cities, as G-aza and Joppa and Dora' and

Strato's Tower (which last Herod rebuilt in a glorious

manner, and adorned with havens and temples, and changed

its name to Caesarea^), Pompey left all of them free, and
joined them to the province of Syria.

§ 5. Now the causers of this misery which came upon
Jerusalem were Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, by their being

at variance with one another ; for we lost our liberty, and

became subject to the Eomans, and were deprived of the

territory which we had gained by our arms from the Syrians.

Moreover, the Romans exacted of us in a short time more
than ten thousand talents. And the royal authority, which

was a dignity formerly bestowed on those that were high

priests by right of their family, became the property of

common men. But of these matters I shall treat in their

proper place. And Pompey handed over Ccele-Syria, as far

as the river Euphrates and Egypt, to Scaurus, and two

Roman legions, and then went away to Cilicia, and pushed
on to Rome. He also bound Aristobulus and carried him
and his children along with him, for he had two daughters,

and as many sons ; one of whom, Alexander, ran away, but

the younger, Antigonus, was carried to Rome with his

sisters.

CHAP. V.

How Scaurus made Peace with Aretas. And what Gabinius
did in Judcea, after he had conquered Alexander, the Son
of Aristobulus.

§1-

SCAURUS now made an expedition against Petra ' in

Arabia, and ravaged all the places round about it, be-

cause of the great difficulty of access to it. And as his

army was pinched by famine, Antipater furnished him
with com from. Judsea, and with whatever else he wanted,

' TantArah. ' Coesarea Palaestina, now Kaisariyeh.
" See note 1 , p. 3.
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at the command of Hyrcanus. And Antipater, being
sent to Aretas as an ambassador by Scaurus, because they
were old friends, persuaded Aretas to give Scaurus a sum
of money to prevent the ravaging of his country, and
undertook to be his surety for three hundred talents. And
Scaurus, upon these terms, ceased to make war against him
any longer, for he wanted peace as much as Aretas.

§ 2. Some time after this, when Alexander, the son of

Aristobulus, overran Judsea, Grabinius came from Eome to

Syria, as commander of the Roman forces. He did many
other considerable actions, and marched against Alexander,
as Hyrcanus was no longer able to hold out against

Alexander's power, but was already attempting to rebuild

the walls of Jerusalem, which Pompey had overthrown,
although the Romans who were there restrained him from
that. However, Alexander scoured all the country-side,

and armed many of the Jews, and quickly got together

ten thousand foot and fifteen hundred horse, and fortified

Alexandrium' (a fortress nearCorese) and Machserus^ near

the mountains of Arabia. G-abinius therefore advanced
against him, having sent on Mark Antony and other com-
manders. They armed such Romans as followed them, and
besides them such Jews as were subject to them, who were
led by Pitholaus and Malichus, and they also took with
them the friendly contingent of Antipater, and met Alex-

ander ; and Grabinius himself followed with the heavy
armed troops. Thereupon Alexander retired to near Jeru-

salem, where they fell upon one another, and a pitched

battle ensued, in which the Romans slew about three

thousand of their enemies, and took as many alive.

§ 3. Meantime Gabinius went to Alexandrium, and
invited those that were in it to cessation of hostiUties, and
promised that their former offences should be forgiven.

But as many of the enemy had pitched their camp before

the fortress, the Romans attacked them, and Mark Antony
fought bravely, and slew a great number, and seemed to

come off with the greatest honour. So Grabinius left part

of the army there to reduce the place, and he himself went
into the other parts of Judaea, and gave orders to rebuild

' See note 4, p. 9.

^ Mekaur, see Jewish War, vii. 6, § 1.
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all the cities that he came to that had been demolished.
So Samaria, Azotus, Scythopolis, Anthedon/ Eaphia,^ Dora,
Marissa, G-aza, and not a few others were rebuilt. And
as the men acted according to Gabinius' command, it came
to pass at this time that those cities were safely inhabited,

which had been desolate for a long time.

§ 4. When Gabinius had done thus throughout the
country, he returned to Aiexandrium, and as he pressed on
the siege, Alexander sent an embassage to him, desiring

that he would pardon his former offences, and delivering

up to him the fortresses Hyrcania and Machserus, and at

last Aiexandrium itself. All these fortresses G-abinius razed

to the ground. And when Alexander's mother, who was on
the side of the Romans, having her husband and other

children at Rome, came to G-abinius, he granted her what-
ever she asked ; and when he had settled matters with
her, he restored Hyrcanus to Jerusalem, and committed
the care of the temple to him. And when he had appointed
five councils, he divided the nation into the same number
of parts, and these councils governed the people ; the first

was at Jerusalem, the second at Gadara, the third at

Amathus,^ the fourth at Jericho, and the fifth at Sepphoris^

in Galilee. So the Jews were now now freed from kingly

rule, and were governed by an aristocracy.

CHAP. VI.

How Gabinius captured Aristobulus after he had fled from
Borne, and sent him hack to Rcme again ; also how
Gabinius, as he returned out of Egypt, overcame Alexander

and the Nahatceans in Battle.

§1-

NOW Aristobulus escaped from Rome to Judsea, and
purposed to rebuild the fortress of Aiexandrium,

which had been recently demolished : so Gabinius sent

' Agrippias, see Antiq. .\iii. 13, § 3.

^ Kaphia was tweuty-two miles S.W. of Gaza ; comp. Antiq. xiii. 13,

§3.
' Hamath, now Hama. * SefHrieh.
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soldiers against him, and Sisenna and Antony and Ser-
vilius as their commanders, to hinder him from making
himself master of the country again, and to recapture
him. For indeed many of the Jews flocked to Aristo-
bulus, on account of his former glory, as also because they
were glad of a revolution. And one Pitholaus, heutenant-
general at Jerusalem, deserted to him with a thousand
men, although many of those that joined him were un-
armed. And when Aristobulus resolved to go to Machaerus,
he dismissed these, because they were so badly equipped
(for they could not be useful to him in action), but he
took with him about eight thousand that were armed, and
set out. And as the Eomans attacked them furiously, the
Jews were beaten in the battle, though they fought valiantly,

and were overcome by the enemy, and put to flight. And
about five thousand of them were slain, and the rest being
dispersed, tried, as well as they were able, to save them-
selves. However, Aristobulus had with him still above a
thousand, and with them he fled to Machaerus, and fortified

the place, and though he had had ill success, he was still

sanguine about his affairs. But when he had held out two
days, aud received many wounds, he was captured and
brought before G-abinius, with his son Antigonus, who had
also fled with him from Rome. Such was the fortune of

Aristobulus, who was sent back again to Rome, and there

retained in bonds, having been both king and high priest

for three years and six months, and being indeed a noble
person and one of a lofty soul. However, the senate let

his children go, upon G-abinius' writing to them that he
had promised their mother so much when she delivered up
the fortresses to him ; and accordingly they then returned

to Judaea.

§ 2. Now when G-abinius was making an expedition

against the Parthians, and had already crossed over the

Euphrates, he changed his mind, and resolved to return

into Egypt, in order to restore Ptolemy to his kingdom.'

But this has been related elsewhere. However, Antipater

' This history is best illustrated by Dr. Hudson out of Livy, who
says, " That A. Gabinius, the proconsul, restored Ptolemy to his kingdom
of Egypt, and ejected Arcbelaus, whom they had set up for king," &c.
— W.

III. C
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supplied the army which Gabinius despatched against

Archelaus with corn and weapons and money. He also

won over those Jews who were beyond Pelusium ' to be his

confederates, who guarded the passes that led into Egypt.

But when he came back out of Egypt, he found Syria in

disorder sedition and confusion, for Alexander, the son of

Aristobulus, having seized on the government a second

time by force, made many of the Jews revolt to him, and
marched over the country with a great army, and slew all

the Eomans he could light upon, and proceeded to besiege

them at the mountain called Gerizim,^ where they had
retreated.

§ 3. Now when Gabinius found Syria in this condition, he

sentonAntipater, who was a sensible man, to those that were

rebellious, to try whether he could cure them of their mad-
ness, and persuade them to return to a better mind. And
when he came to them, he brought many of them to a

sound mind, and induced them to do what they ought to

do. But he could not restrain Alexander, for he had an

army of thirty thousand Jews, and met Gabinius, and
joining battle with him, was beaten, and lost ten thousand

of his men near mount Tabor.^

§ 4. Then Gabinius settled the affairs which belonged to

the city of Jerusalem, as was agreeable to Antipater's

wishes, and went against the Nabataeans, and overcame
them in battle. He also sent away in a friendly manner
Mithridates and Orsanes, who were Parthian deserters who
had come to him, though the report went abroad that they

had run away from him. And when Gabinius had per-

formed great and glorious actions in his management of the

war, he returned to Eome, and handed over his province to

Crassus. Now Nicolaus of Damascus, and Strabo of Cap-
padocia, both describe the expeditions of Pompey and
Gabinius against the Jews, but neither of them say any-
thing new which is not in the other.

' Timeh, not far from Port Said.
^ Gerizim lay to the south of the vallej' in which Shechem, Xabhts,

was situated. ' Now Jebel et- Tor.
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CHAP. vn.

How Grassus went into Judma, andpillaged the Temple ; and
marched against the Parthians, andperished with his army.
Also ho%o Cassius made himself master of Syria, andput a
stop to the incursion of the Parthians, and then went into

Judma.

§1-

NOW Crassus, as he was going upon his expedition
against the Parthians, came into Judaea, and carried

off the money that was in the temple, which Pompey had left

(which amounted to two thousand talents), andwas disposed
to spoil it of aU the gold belonging to it (which was eight

thousand talents). He also took a beam, which was made
of solid beaten gold, of the weight of three hundred minae.

Now each mina with us weighs two pounds and a half. It

was the priest who was guardian of the sacred treasures,

whose name was Eleazar, who gave him this beam, not out
of a wicked design, for he was a good and righteous man,
but being intrusted with the custody of the veils belonging
to the temple, which were of admirable beauty and of very
costly workmanship, and hung down from this beam, and
seeing that Crassus was bent on getting together money,
and being alarmed for the safety of all the ornaments of

the temple, he gave him this beam of gold as a ransom for

the whole, but not till he had given his oath that he would
remove nothing else out of the temple, but be satisfied with
this only, which he should give him, for it was worth many
ten thousand [shekels]. Now this beam was in a wooden
beam that was hollow, which was not known to anybody
else, for Eleazar alone knew of it. And Crassus took away
this beam, on condition of touching nothing else that be-

longed to the temple, but afterwards broke his oath, and
carried away all the gold that was in the Holy of Holies.

§ 2. Let no one wonder that there was so much wealth

in our temple, since all the Jews throughout the world,

and those that worshipped God, even in Asia and Europe,

sent their contributions to it, and that from very ancient

times. Nor is the largeness of these sums I have men-
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tioned -without attestation, nor is it due to our vanity, as

if we had without ground raised it to so great a height

:

hut there are many witnesses to it, especially Strabo of

Cappadocia, who speaks as follows. " Mithridates sent to

Cos,' and took the money which queen Cleopatra had de-

posited there, as also eight hundred talents belonging to

the Jews." Now, we have no public money but what
belongs to God. And it is evident that the Asiatic Jews
removed this money to Cos from fear of Mithridates,

for it is not probable that those in Judsea, who had a
strong city and temple, would send their money to Cos,

nor is it likely that the Jews, who were inhabitants of

Alexandria, would do so either, since they were in no fear

of Mithridates. And the same Strabo himself bears wit-

ness in another place, that at the time that Sulla passed
over into Greece to fight against Mithridates, he sent

Lucullus to put an end to a disturbance that our nation,

of whom the world is full, had raised in Cyrene,^ for he
speaks as follows. " There were four classes of men in

Cyrene ; the first composed of citizens, the second of hus-
bandmen, the third of resident aliens, and the fourth of

Jews. Now these Jews are already got into all cities, and
it is not easy to find a place in the world that has not re-

ceived this tribe of men, and is not occupied by it. And it

has come to pass that Egypt and Cyrene (as having the
same governors), and a great number of other nations,

imitate their way of living, and especially cherish many
of these Jews, and grow to great prosperity with them,
following the Jewish customs. Accordingly, the Jews have
places assigned them in Egypt to dwell in, besides what is

peculiarly allotted to this nation at Alexandria, which is a
large part of that city. There is also an ethnarch allowed
them, who governs their nation, and dispenses justice, and
sees to their contracts and laws, as if he were the ruler of a
free republic. In Egypt indeed this nation is powerful,
because the Jews were originally Egyptians, and because
the land which they inhabit, since they went thence, is near
to Egypt. They also removed into Cyrene, because that
land adjoins the government of Egypt, as does Judsea, or

' Nnw Stanco, an island nearly opposite the gulf of Halioarnassus.
^ el-Krenna, in the Tripoli district, west of Egypt.
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rather was formerly under the same government." And
this is what Strabo says.

§ 3. Now when Grassus had settled all thiags as he him-
self pleased, he marched into Parthia, where both he him-
self and all his army perished, as has been related elsewhere.

But Cassius fled to Syria, and made himself master of it,

and stopped the Parthians, who, because of their victory

over Crassus, made incursions into Syria. And he went
agaiQ to Tyre, and into Judaea also. And he attacked

Taricheae,^ and captured it at once, and took about thirty

thousand Jews captives, and slew Pitholaus (who had
imitated Aristobulus in his rebellious practices), at the

instigation of Antipater, who had great influence with him,

and was at that time held in very great repute by the Idu-

mseans also, out of which nation he married a wife, who
was the daughter of one of their eminent men from Arabia,

and her name was Cypros, and he had by her four sons,

Phasaelus, and Herod (who afterwards became a king), and
Joseph, and Pheroras, and one daughter called Salome.

This Antipater cultivated also friendly relations with other

potentates, and especially with the king of Arabia, in whose
charge he placed his children, when he fought against Aris-

tobulus. And Cassius removed his camp, and pushed on

to the Euphrates, to meet those that were coming to attack

him from that quarter, as has been related by others.

§ 4. But some time afterwards Juhus Ceesar, when he had
become master of Eome, and when Pompey and the senate

had fled beyond the Ionian sea, freed Aristobulus from

his bonds, and resolved to send him into Syria, and de-

livered two legions to him, that he might set matters right

in that country, being an influential man. But Aristo-

bulus had no enjoyment of what he hoped for from the

power that was given him by Csesar, for those of Pompey's

party were too much for him, and carried him off by poison,

but those of Caesar's party buried him. His dead body

also lay for a long time embalmed in honey, till Antony
afterwards sent it to Judaea, and caused it to be buried

in the royal sepulchres. And Scipio, upon Pompey's

sending to him to slay Alexander the son of Aristobulus,

' Kerak, on the south shore of the Sea of Galilee.
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accused the young man of offences lie had been guilty of

earlier against the Eomans, and cut off his head. And
thus did he die at Antioch ; but Ptolemy, the son of

Mennaeus, who was the ruler of Chalcis' under Mount
Libanus, welcomed his brothers, and sent his son Philippic

to Ascalon '' to Aristobulus' wife, and bade her send back

with him her son Antigonus and her daughters, one of

whom, whose name was Alexandra, PhiUppio fell in love

with and married. But afterwards his father Ptolemy had
him put to death, and married Alexandra, and continued

to take care of her brothers.

CHAP. vni.

How the Jews became Confederate with Ccesar when he fought

against Egypt. The glorious Actions of Antipater, and
his Friendship -with Gcesar. The Honours which the Jews

received from the Romans and Athenians.

§1-

NOW after Pompey was dead, and after the victory

Caesar gained over him,' Antipater, who managed the

Jewish affairs by the order of Hyrcanus, became very use-

ful to Csesar when he made war against Egypt. For when
Mithridates of Pergamus ^ was bringing his auxiliary forces,

and was not able to continue his march by Pelusium,'' but
was obliged to stay at Ascalon, Antipater went to him
with three thousand armed Jews, and also got the prin-

cipal men of the Arabians to come to his assistance ; and
it was owing to him that all the Syrians joined him also,

being unwilling to appearbehindhand in their zeal for Csesar,

viz. lamblichus the ruler, and Ptolemy his son, who dwelt
at Mount Libanus, and almost all the cities. So Mithri-
dates marched out of Syria, and came to Pelusium, and as

its inhabitants would not admit him, he besieged the city.

And Antipater distinguished himself here, and was the first

^ Kinmsrin. ^ Ascaldn. ' At Pharsalia.
* Bergama, on the west coast of Asia Minor, and north of Smyrna,
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who pulled down a part of the wall, and so opened a way
for the others to enter into the city, and so Pelusium was
taken. Now the Egyptian Jews, who dwelt in the district

of Onias, tried to prevent Antipater and Mithridates and
their soldiers passing over to Caesar, but Antipater per-

suaded them to come over to his party, because he was of

the same race as them, and especially when he showed
them the letters of Hyrcanus the high priest, wherein he
exhorted them to cultivate friendship with Caesar, and to

supply his army with presents and all things needful.

Accordingly, when they saw that Antipater and the high
priest were of the same sentiments, they did as they were
desired. And when the Jews in the neighbourhood of

Memphis " heard that these Jews had come over to Csesar,

they also invited Mithridates to come to them; and he
went and incorporated them also into his army.

§ 2. And when Mithridates had gone over the part called

Delta,^ he came to a pitched battle with the enemy, near

the place called the Jewish camp.^ Now Mithridates was
on the right wing, and Antipater on the left ; and when
the fight came on, the wing where Mithridates was gave

way, and would have suffered extremely, had not Anti-

pater come running to him with his own soldiers along

the bank of the river, as he had already beaten the enemy
opposite him ; and he delivered Mithridates, and put those

Egyptians to flight who had been too much for him. He
also took their camp, and continued in the pursuit of them,

and called back Mithridates, who had retreated a great

way, and had lost eight hundred soldiers, while Antipater

had lost only forty. And Mithridates wrote an account of

this battle to Csesar, and declared that Antipater was the

author both of the victory and his safety, so that Caesar

commended Antipater then, and made use of him during

all the rest of the war in the most hazardous undertak-

ings ; indeed he got woimded in some of the engagements.

§ 3. So when Caesar, after some time, had .finished the

war, and sailed to Syria, he honoured Antipater greatly,

and confirmed Hyrcanus in the high priesthood, and be-

' Mitrahamy, on the left bank of the Nile above Cairo.
^ The modern Delta of Egypt, lying north of Cairo.

' Possibly Tell el-YehOdi.
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stowed on Antipater the privilege of citizenskip of Rome,
and freedom from taxes everywhere. Now it is reported

by many, that Hyrcamis joined Antipater in this expedi-

tion, and went himself into Egypt. And Strabo of Cappa-
docia bears me out, when he says as follows on the

authority of Asinius. " After Mithridates and Hyrcanus
the high priest of the Jews invaded Egypt." Nay, the

same Strabo says again, in another place, on the authority

of Hypsicrates, that " Mithridates at first set out alone,

but Antipater, who had the care of Jewish affairs, was
called by him to Ascalon, and mustered three thousand
soldiers for him, and stirred up the other rulers, and
Hyrcanus the high priest also took part in this expedition."

This is what Strabo says.

§ 4. Now Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, came at

this time to Caesar, and lamented his father's fate, and
complained that it was owing to his loyalty to him that

Aristobulus was taken off by poison, and his brother be-

headed by Scipio, and desired that he would take pity on
him, as he had been ejected from his dominions. He also

accused Hyrcanus and Antipater of governing the nation

by violence, and acting lawlessly to him. Antipater was
present, and made his defence as to the accusations that

were laid against him, and showed that Antigonus and his

party were given to innovation, and were rebellious persons.

He also reminded Caesar of the labours he had undergone
when he assisted him in his wars, relating what he had
witnessed himself. He added, that Aristobulus was justly

carried away to Rome, as one who was an enemy to the
Romans, and could never be brought to be friendly to

them, and that his brother had only his deserts from
Scipio, being caught in the act of committing robberies

;

and that his punishment was not inflicted on him by way
of violence or injustice by the perpetrator of it.

§ 5. When Antipater had made this speech, Caesar
appointed Hyrcanus to be high priest, and gave Antipater
what position he himself should choose, and left the de-
termination to himself, so he made him procurator of
Judaea. He also gave Hyrcanus leave to raise up again
the walls of his own city, on his asking that favour of
him, for they had been demolished by Pompey. And
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this grant lie sent to the consuls at Rome, to be engraven
in the Capitol. The decree of the senate was as follows.'
" Lucius Valerius (the son of Lucius) the praetor, referred

this to the senate, upon the Ides of December, in the
Temple of Concord. There were present at the writing of

this decree Lucius Coponius (the son of Lucius) of the
Colline tribe, and Papirius of the Quirine tribe, concerning
the affairs which Alexander the son of Jason, and Nu-
menius the son of Antiochus, and Alexander the son of

Dorotheus, ambassadors of the Jews, good men and our
allies, proposed, who came to renew that league of good-
will and friendship with the Romans which existed before.

They also brought a shield of gold, as a token of the

alliance, valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold ; and de-

sired that letters might be given them, directed both to

free cities and to kings, that their country and their havens
might be in security, and that no one among them might
receive any injury. It has therefore pleased [the senate]

to make a league of friendship and good-will with them,

and to bestow on them whatever they asked, and to accept

of the shield which was brought by them." This hap-

pened in the ninth year of Hyrcanus the high priest and
ethnarch, in the month of Panemus. Hyrcanus also re-

ceived honours from the people of Athens, as having been

useful to them on many occasions, for they wrote and sent

him a decree as follows. " Before the president and priest

Dionysius, the son of Asclepiades, on the fifth day of the

latter part of the month of Panemus, this decree of the

Athenians was given to their commanders, when Aga-
thocles was archon, and Eueles (the son of Menander) the

' Take Dr. Hudson's note upon this place, which I suppose to be the

truth : " Here is some mistake in Josephus : for when he had promised

us a decree for the restoration of Jerusalem, he brings in a decree of far

greater antiquity, and that a league of friendship and union only. One
may easily believe that Josephus gave order for one thing, and his

amanuensis performed another, by transposing decrees that concerned

the Hyrcani, and as deluded by the sameness of their names, for that

belongs to the first high priest of this name [John Hyrcanus,] which

Josephus ascribes to one that lived later, [Hyrcanus the son of Alexander

Jannseus.] However, the decree which he proposes to set down follows a

little lower, in the collection of Roman decrees that concerned the Jews,

and is that dated when Caesar was consul the fifth time." See chap. 10,

§ 5--W.
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Alimusiaii was the scribe. In the month of Munychion, on
the eleventh day of the Prytany, a council of the presidents

was held in the theatre. Dorotheus Erchieus and the

fellow presidents with him put it to the vote of the people.

Dionysius, the son of Dionysins, said : Since Hyrcanus, the

son of Alexander, the high priest and ethnarch of the Jews,

continues to bear good-will to our people in general, and to

every one of our citizens in particular, and treats them
with all sorts of kindness ; and when any of the Athenians
come to him, either as ambassadors, or on any private

business, he receives them in an obliging manner, and
sees that they are conducted back in safety, of which we
have had several previous testimonies, it is now also decreed,

on the motion of Theodosius, the son of Theodorus of

Sunium,' who put the people in mind of the virtue of this

man, and that his purpose is to do us all the good that is

in his power, to honour this Hyrcanus with a crown of

gold, the usual reward according to the law, and to erect

his statue in brass in the temple of Demos and of the

Graces; and that this present of a crown shall be pro-

claimed publicly in the theatre at the Dionysia, while the

new tragedies are acting, and at the Panathenaean, Eleu-
sinian, and gymnastic contests also ; and that the com-
manders shall take care, while he continues in his friend-

ship, and maintains his good-wiU to us, to return all

possible honour and favour to the man for his affection

and generosity ; that by this treatment it may appear how
our people receive the good, and repay them by suitable

return ; and that he may be induced to continue in his affec-

tion to us, by the honours we have already paid him. Let
ambassadors be also chosen out of all the Athenians, who
shall carry this decree to him, and desire him to accept of

the honours we pay him, and to endeavour always to be
doing some good to our city." This much shall suffice as to

the honours that were paid to Hyrcanus by the Romans
and the people of Athens.

' One of the principal fortresses of Attica, on the promontory now
called Cape Kolotmes.
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CHAP. IX.

How Antvpater committed the care of Galilee to Herod, and
that of Jerusalem to Phasaehis ; as also, how Herod, he-

cause of the Jews' envy of Antipater, was accused before

Hyrcanus.

§1.

NOW when Caesar had settled the affairs of Syria, he
sailed away ; and as soon as he had conducted Caesar

out of Syria, Antipater returned to Judaea, and immediately
raised up the walls which had been thrown down by Pom-
pey, and by his coming pacified the tumult which had been
all over the country, both by threatening and advising

the people to be quiet : for he told them if they would be

on Hyrcanus' side, they would live happily, and pass their

lives without disturbance in the enjoyment of their own
possessions, but if they were influenced by hopes of what
might come by revolution, and aimed to get gain thereby,

they would find him a despot instead of a mild ruler, and
Hyrcanus a tyrant instead of a king, and the Romans and
Caesar their bitter enemies instead of rulers ; for they would
never bear him to be set aside whom they had appointed to

govern. And when Antipater had said this to them, he

himself set in order the affairs of the country.

§ 2. And seeing that Hyrcanus was of a slow and
sluggish temper, Antipater made Phasaelus, his eldest

son, governor of Jerusalem and the places in its vicinity,

and committed Galilee to Herod, his next son, who was
then quite a young man, for he was but twenty-five years

of age. But that youth of his was no impediment to him

;

but as he was a young man of noble spirit, he soon met
with an opportunity of showing his courage. For finding

that there was one Ezekias, a captain of a band of robbers,

who overran the neighbouring parts of Syria with a great

troop of them, he took him, and slew him, as well as a

great number of the robbers that were with him. For this

action he was greatly beloved by the Syrians, for they were

very desirous to have their country freed from this nest of

robbers, and he purged it of them : so they sung songs in
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Ms commendation in their villages and cities, for his having
procured them peace, and the secure enjoyment of their

possessions. And on account of this he became known to

Sextus Csesar, who was a relation of the great Caesar's, and
was now procurator of Syria. Now Phasaelus, Herod's
brother, was moved with emulation at his actions, and
envied the fame he had thereby got, and became ambitious
not to be behind him in deserving the same, so he
made the inhabitants of Jerusalem bear him the greatest

good-will, as he governed the city himself, but did neither

manage its affairs improperly, nor abuse his authority

therein. This conduct procured to Antipater from the

nation such respect as is due to kings, and such honours
as he might partake of if he were absolute lord of the

country. Yet did not this splendour of his, as frequently

happens, diminish in the least in him his kindness and
good faith to Hyrcanus.

§ 3. But now the principal men among the Jews, when
they saw Antipater and his sons growing so much in the

good-will of the nation, and in the revenues which they
received from Judaea and from Hyrcanus' own wealth,

became ill disposed to him. And indeed Antipater had
contracted a friendship with the Roman emperors, and
he had prevailed on Hyrcanus to send them money, but
took it himseK, and appropriated the intended present, and
sent it as if it were his own, and not Hyrcanus', gift to

them. Hyrcanus heard of this but took no heed to it

:

nay rather he was very glad of it : but the chief men of

the Jews were in fear, because they saw that Herod was a
violent and bold man, and very desirous to play the tyrant,

so they went to Hyrcanus, and now accused Antipater
openly, and said to him, " How long wilt thou be quiet

under such actions as are now done ? Or dost thou not
see that Antipater and his sons have already girded them-
selves with power ? and that it is only the name of a king
which is given thee ? But do not thou suffer these things
to be hidden from thee, nor think to escape danger by being
so careless about thyself and the kingdom. For Anti-
pater and his sons are not now stewards of thine affairs

:

do not deceive thyself with such a notion, they are evidently

absolute lords, for Antipater's son Herod has slain Ezekias
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and those that were with him, and has thereby trans-

gressed our law, which has forbidden to slay any man,
even though he were a wicked man, unless he had been first

condemned to suffer death by the sanhedrim ;
^ yet has he

ventured to do this without any authority from thee."

§ 4. Upon Hyrcanus hearing this, he listened to it, and
the mothers also of those that had been slain by Herod
fanned his indignation ; for every day in the temple they
continued to beseech the king and the people, that Herod
might undergo a trial before the sanhedrim for what he
had done. And Hyrcanus was so moved by aU this, that he
summoned Herod to come to his trial, for what was charged
against him. Accordingly he came, but his father advised

him not to come like a private man, but with a body-guard
for the security of his person; and when he had settled

the affairs of Galilee in the best manner he could for his

own advantage, to come for his trial, but still with a

body of men sufficient for his security on the journey, yet

not with so great a force as might look formidable to

Hyrcanus, but still such a one as might not expose him
naked and unguarded [to his enemies]. However, Sextus

Caesar, governor of Syria, wrote to Hyrcanus, and desired

him to discharge Herod from trial, and threatened him
also if he did not do so. And this letter of his was
the cause of Hyrcanus' delivering Herod from suffering

any harm from the sanhedrim, for he loved him as his

own son. But when Herod stood before the sanhedrim

with his band of men about him, he frightened them all,

and none of his former accusers durst after that bring any

charge against him, but there was a deep silence, and no-

body knew what was to be done. When things were in this

posture, one whose name was Sameas, a righteous man and
for that reason above all fear, rose up, and said, " king

and members of the sanhedrim, neither have I ever myself

' It is here worth our while to remarlf, that none could be put to

death in Judaea, but by the approbation of the Jewish sanhedrim, there

being an excellent provision in the law of Moses, that even in criminal

causes, and particularly where life was concerned, an appeal should lie

from the lesser councils of seven in the other cities, to the supreme
council of seventy-one at Jerusalem. And this is exactly according to

our Saviour's words, when he says, " It could not be that a prophet

should perish out of Jerusalem." Luke xiii. 33.—W.
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known such a case, nor do I suppose that any one of you
can name its parallel, that one who is called to take his

trial by us ever stood in such a manner before us ; but
every one, whoever he be, that comes to be tried by this

sanhedrim, presents himself in a submissive manner, and
like one that is in fear, and endeavours to move us to com-
passion, with his hair dishevelled, and in a black mourning
garment : but this most excellent Herod, who is accused of

murder, and called to answer so heavy an accusatipn, stands

here clothed in purple, and with the hair of his head finely

trimmed, and with aimed men about him, that if we shall

condemn him by our law, he may slay us, and by being too

strong for justice may himself escape death. Tet I do not

blame Herod for this, if he is more concerned for himself

than for the laws ; but I blame you and the king, who
give him Ucense to do so. However, know that God is

great, and that this very man, whom you wish to let go

for the sake of Hyrcanus, will one day punish both you and
the king himself also." Nor was Sameas wrong in any
part of this prediction ; for when Herod had got the king-

dom, he slew Hyrcanus and all the members of this san-

hedrim except Sameas, for he honoured him highly on
account of his uprightness, and because, when the city

was afterwards besieged by Herod and Sosius, he advised

the people to admit Herod into it ; and told them that for

their sins they would not be able to escape him. About all

this I shall speak in its proper place.

§ 5. Now when Hyrcanus saw that the members of the

sanhedrim were ready to pronounce sentence of death

upon Herod, he put ofE the trial to another day, and sent

privately to Herod, and advised him to flee from the city,

for by that means he might escape from danger. So he
retired to Damascus, as though he fled from the king : and
when he had gone to Sextus Csesar, and had put his own
affairs in a sure posture, he resolved, if he were again
summoned before the sanhedrim to take his trial, not to

obey the summons. Thereupon the members of the san-

hedrim felt great indignation, and endeavoured to per-

suade Hyrcanus that all these things were against him.
He was not ignorant that this was the case, but he was so

immanly and foolish, that he was able to do nothing at
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all. And when Sextus made Herod general of the army of
Coele-Syria, for he sold him that post for money, Hyrcanus
was afraid that Herod would make war upon him ; nor
was the effect of what he feared long in coming upon him,
for Herod came with an army to fight against Hyrcanus,
being angry at the trial he had been summoned to un-
dergo before the sanhedrim ; but his father Antipater, and
his brother [Phasaelus], met him, and liindered him from
assaulting Jerusalem. They also,tried to pacifyhis vehement
temper, and begged him to do no overt action, but only
to frighten by threatening, and to proceed no further
against one who had given him the dignity he had ; they
also desired him, if he was vexed that he was summoned
and obliged to come to his trial, to remember also how
he was dismissed without condemnation, and to be grate-

ful for that, and not to regard only what was disagreeable

to him, and so be unthankful for his deliverance. They
desired him also to consider, since it is God that turns
the scales of war, that there is great uncertainty in the
issues of battles, and therefore he ought not to expect

the victory, when fighting against his king and comrade,
who had bestowed many benefits upon him, and had done
nothing severe to him, for his accusation, which was
owing to evil counsellors and not to Hyrcanus, had rather

the suggestion and semblance of severity, than anything
really severe in it. Herod listened to these argu-

ments, and believed that it was sufficient for his future

hopes to have made a show of his strength before the

nation, and to have done nothing more. Such was the

state of afiairs in Judaea at this time.

CHAP. X.

The Honours that were Tpaid the Jews ; and the Alliances

that were made by the Romans, and other Nations, with

them.

§1-

NOW when Caesar had returned to Rome, he was on

the eve of sailing for Afi-iea to fight against Scipio and
Cato, when Hyrcanus sent to him, and besought him to
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ratify the league of friendship and mutual alliance which
was between them. And it seems to me to be necessary

here to give an account of all the honours that the Romans
and their emperors paid to our nation, and of the alliances

they made with it, that all mankind may know what
regard the kings of Asia and Europe have had to us, and
that they have been abundantly satisfied with our courage
and fidelity. Now since many owing to hostility to us do
not believe what has been written about us by the Per-

sians and Macedonians, because those writings are not
everywhere to be met with, and are not stored up in public

places, but are only among ourselves and certain other

barbarous nations, while no one can gainsay the decrees

of the Eomans (for they are laid up in the public places

of the cities, and are extant still in the Capitol, and en-

graven upon pillars of brass : moreover, Julius Caesar made
a pillar of brass for the Jews of Alexandria, and declared

publicly that they were citizens of Alexandria), from these

evidences I shall prove what I say. I shall also set down
the decrees made both by the senate and Julius Csesar,

which relate to Hyrcanus and to our nation.

§ 2. " Caius Julius Caesar, imperator, pontifex maximus,
and dictator the second time, to the magistrates, senate, and
people of Sidon, greeting. If you be in health, it is well. I
also and the army are well. I have sent you a copy of the

decree, registered on the tablet, which concerns Hyrcanus
(the son of Alexander) the high priest and ethnarch of the

Jews, that it may be laid up among the public records
;

and I will that it be engraved on a tablet of brass both in

Greek and Latin. It is as follows. I Julius Csesar, im-
perator the second time, and pontifex maximus, have
made this decree with the approbation of the senate.

Whereas Hyrcanus (the son of Alexander) the Jew, has
demonstrated his fidelity and diligence in our affairs both
now and in former times, both in peace and in war, as
many of our generals have borne him witness, and came
to our assistance in the last Alexandrian war with fifteen

hundred soldiers, and when he was sent by me to Mithri-
dates, showed himself superior in valour to all in the
army, for these reasons I will that Hyrcanus the son
of Alexander, and his children, be ethnarchs of the Jews,
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and have the high priesthood of the Jews for ever accord-
ing to the customs of their forefathers, and that he and
his sons be our allies, and besides this that every one of

them be reckoned among our particular friends. I also

ordain that he and his children retain whatever privileges

belong by their laws to the office of high priest, or what-
ever favours have been hitherto conceded to them. And
if at any time hereafter there arise any questions about
the Jewish customs, I will that he determine the same.
And I do not approve of their being obliged to find us
winter quarters, or of any money being required of them."

§ 3. " The decrees of Caius Caesar, consul, containing

what has been granted and determined, are as follows.

That Hyrcanus and his sons bear rule over the nation of

the Jews, and have the profits of the places granted to them,
and that Hjrcanus himself, as high priest and ethnarch of

the Jews, defend those that are injured. And that ambas-
sadors be sent to Hyrcanus (the son of Alexander) the

high priest of the Jews, to discourse with him about a
league of friendship and alliance, and that a tablet of

brass, containing all this, be openly set up in the Capitol,

and at Sidon and Tyre and Ascalon, and in the temples,

engraven in Roman and G-reek letters : and that this

decree be communicated to the quaestors and praetors of the

several cities, and to the friends of the Jews : and that the

ambassadors have presents made them, and that these

decrees be sent everywhere."

§ 4. " Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator, and consul, has

granted, out of regard to the honour and virtue and kind-

ness of the man, and for the advantage of the senate and
people of Some, that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander,

both he and his sons, be high priests and priests of Jeru-

salem and the Jewish nation, by the same right, and
according to the same laws, by which their progenitors

have held the priesthood."

§ 5. " Caius Csesar, consul the fifth time, has decreed,

that the Jews may keep Jerusalem, and fortify that city

;

and that Hyrcanus (the son of Alexander), the high priest

and ethnarch of the Jews, occupy it as he himself pleases
;

and that the Jews be allowed to deduct out of their

tribute every second year the land is let a cor of the tribute,
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and that the tribute they pay be not let to farm, and that

they pay not always the same tribute."

§ 6. " Caius Csesar, imperator the second time, has
ordained, that all the country of the Jews, except Joppa,
pay tribute for the city of Jerusalem every year except the

seventh year, which they call the sabbatical year, because
therein they neither receive the fruit of their trees, nor do
they sow their land ; and that they pay as their tribute in

Sidon ia the second year, the fourth part of what was
sown : and besides this, they are to pay the same tithes to

Hyrcanus and his sons, as they paid to their forefathers.

And no one, either governor, or general, or ambassador,
may raise auxiliaries within the bounds of Judsea, nor
may soldiers exact money of them for winter quarters, or

on any other pretext, but they are to be free from all

sorts of injuries : and whatever they shall hereafter have,

or get possession of, or buy, they shall retain. It is also

our pleasure that the city of Joppa, which the Jews
had originally, when they made a league of friendship

with the Eomans, shall belong to them, as it formerly
did ; and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his

sons, shall have as tribute for that city from those that

occupy the land, for the country and for what they export
every year to Sidon, twenty thousand six hundred and
seventy-five modii every year, except the seventh year,

which they call the sabbatical year, wherein they neither
plough nor take the fruit ofE their trees. It is also the
pleasure of the senate, as to the villages which are in the
great plain, which Hyrcanus and his forefathers formerly
possessed, that Hyrcanus and the Jews have them with
the same privileges with which they formerly had them,
and that the same original ordinances remain still iu force
which concern the Jews with regard to their high priests

and priests, and that they enjoy the same benefits which
they formerly had by the concession of the people and
senate. And let them enjoy the like privileges at Lydda.
It is the pleasure also of the senate, that Hyrcanus the
etlmarch, and the Jews, retain those places, lands, and
farm-steads, which belonged to the kings of Syria and
Phcenicia, the allies of the Eomans, and which they had
bestowed on them as their free gift. It is also granted to
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Hyrcanus, and to his sons, and to the ambassadors sent
by them to us, that in the fights between gladiators,

and in those with wild beasts, they shall sit among the
senators to see those shows, and when they desire an
audience, they shall be introduced to the senate by the
dictator or master of the horse, and when they have in-

troduced them, answers shall be returned them in ten
days at the latest, after the decree of the senate is made."

§ 7. " Caius Caesar, imperator [dictator] the fourth time,

and consul the fifth time, declared to be perpetual dictator,

made the following speech concerning the rights and privi-

leges of Hyrcanus (the son of Alexander), the high priest

and ethnarch of the Jews. ' Since those imperators ' who
have been in the provinces before me have borne witness to

Hyrcanus, the high priest of the Jews, and to the Jews them-
selves, and that before the senate and people of Eome, when
the people and senate returned their thanks to them, it is

good that we now also remember the same, and provide that

a requital be made to Hyrcanus, to the nation of the Jews,

and to the sons of Hyrcanus, by the senate and people of

Eome, and that suitably to the good-will they have shown
us, and to the benefits they have bestowed upon us.'

"

§ 8. " Julius Caius, prsetor, consul of Rome, to the magis-

trates, senate, and people of the Parians, greeting. The
Jews of Delos,^ and some other Jews that sojourn there,

signified to us, in the presence of your ambassadors, that

you forbid them by a decree of yours to follow the cus-

toms of their forefathers and their sacred rites. Now
it does not please me that such decrees should be made
against our friends and allies, whereby they are for-

bidden to live according to their own customs, or to bring

in contributions for common suppers and sacrifices, since

they are not forbidden to do so even at Eome itself. For

^ Dr. Hudson justly supposes, that the Koman imperafors, or generals

of armies, both here and § 2, who gave testimony to Hyrcanus' and
the Jews faithfulness and good-will to the Komans before the senate

and people of Rome, were principally Pompey, Suaurus, and Gabinius

;

of all whom Joseplius has already given us the history, as far as the

Jews were concerned with them.—W.
^ The well-known island, birthplace of Apollo and Artemis, on which

was the celebrated Temple of Apollo, raised by the common contribution

of the Greek States.
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evert Cains Caesar, our imperator and consul, in the decree

wherein he forbade other companies to meet in the city, did

yet permit the Jews, and them only, both to bring in their

contributions, and to make their common suppers. Accor-

dingly, though I forbid other companies, I permit these

Jews to gather themselves together, according to the

customs and laws of their forefathers, and to continue

therein. It will therefore be good for you, if you have
made any decree against these our friends and allies, to

abrogate the same, because of their virtue and good-will

towards us."

§ 9. Now after Caius Caesar was slain, when Marcus An-
tonius and Publius Dolabella were consuls, they assembled
the senate, and introduced Hyrcanus' ambassadors into it,

and discussed what they desired, and made a league of

friendship with them. The senate also decreed to grant

them all they desired. I add the decree itself, that those

who read the present work may have at hand a proof of

the truth of what I say. The decree was as follows.

§10. The decree of the senate copied out of the trea-

sury from the public tablets belonging to the quaestors,

when Quintus Eutilius and Caius Cornelius were city

quEBstors, and taken from the second tablet of the first

class. " On the third day before the Ides of April, there

were present in the temple of Concord, at the writing of this

decree, Lucius Calpurnius Piso of the Menenian tribe, Ser-

vius Papinius Potitus of the Lemonian tribe, Caius Caninius
Eebilius of the Terentine tribe, Publius Tidetius, Lucius
Apulinus (the son of Lucius) of the Sergian tribe, Flavius
(the son of Lucius) of the Lemonian tribe, Publius Platius

(the son of Publius) of the Papirian tribe, Marcus Acilius

(the son of Marcus) of the Mecian tribe, Lucius Erueius
(the son of Lucius) of the Stellatine tribe, Marcus Quintus
Plancillus (the son of Marcus) of the Pollian tribe, and
Publius Serins. Publius Dolabella, and Marcus Antonius,
the consuls, drew it up. As to those things which, by the
decree of the senate, Caius Csesar had determined about the
Jews, and yet had not hitherto had that decree brought into

the treasury, it is our will, as it is also the desire of Publius
Dolabella and Marcus Antonius, our consuls, to have those
decrees put on the public tablets, and brought to the city
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quaestors, that they may take care to have them put upon
the double tablets. This was done in the temple of Con-
cord the fifth day before the Ides of February. Now the
ambassadors from Hyrcanus the high priest were these,

Lysimachus the son of Pausanias, Alexander the son of

Theodorus, Patroclus the son of Chsereas, and Jonathan
the son of Onias."

§ 11. Hyrcanus also sent one of these ambassadors to
Dolabella, who was then the governor of Asia, beseeching
him to dismiss the Jews from military service, and to pre-

serve to them the customs of their forefathers, and to per-
mit them to live according to them. And when Dolabella
had received Hyrcanus' letter, he sent without any further
deliberation a letter to all in Asia, and to the city of the
Ephesians (the metropolis of Asia), about the Jews, a copy
of which here follows.

§ 12. " In the Presidency of Artemon, on the first day of

the month Lenseon, Dolabella, imperator, to the senate and
magistrates and people of the Ephesians sends greeting.

Alexander the son of Theodorus, the ambassador of Hyr-
canus (the son of Alexander), the high priest and ethnarch
of the Jews, has shown to me that his countrymen cannot

go into the army, because they are not allowed to bear

arms or to travel on the Sabbath-days, nor to procure

themselves then those sorts of food which they have been
used to eat from the times of their forefathers. I do there-

fore grant them exemption from going into the army, as

the governors before me have done, and permit them to use

the customs of their forefathers, in assembling together for

sacred and religious purposes, as their law requires, and
for collecting oblations necessary for sacrifices : and my
will is, that you write this to the several cities under your

jurisdiction."

§ 13. Such were the concessions that Dolabella made to

our nation when Hyrcanus sent an embassage to him. And
Lucius Lentulus, the consul, said :

" I have at my tribunal

exempted those Jews, who are citizens of Rome, and follow

the Jewish religious rites and perform them at Ephesus,

from going into the army, on account of their religions

scruples, on the twelfth day before the Calends of October,

in the consulship of Lucius Lentulus and Caius Marcellus.
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There were present Titus Appius Balgus (the son of Titus),

lieutenant of the Horatian tribe, Titus Tongius (the son of

Titus), of the Crustumine tribe, Quintus Esesius, the son
of Qiiintus, Titus Pompeius Longinus, the son of Titus,

Caius Servilius (the son of Caius), of the Terentine tribe,

Bracchus the military tribune, Publius Clusius Gallus (the

son of Publius), of the Veturian tribe, and Caius Sentius

(the son of Caius), of the Sabatine tribe. Titus Appius
Bulbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant and pro-praetor, to the

magistrates, senate, and people of the Ephesians, greeting.

Lucius Lentulus the consul exempted the Jews that are in

Asia from going into the army in consequence of my inter-

cession for them. And when I made the same petition

some time afterwards to Phanius the pro-prsetor and to

Lucius Antonius the pro-qusestor, I obtained that privi-

lege of them also ; and my will is, that you take care that
no one give them any trouble."

§ 14. The decree of the Delians. " The answer of the
praetors, when Bceotus was archon, on the twentieth day of

the month Thargelion. When Marcus Piso the lieutenant

lived in our city, who was also appointed head of the re-

cruiting of soldiers, he called us and many others of the
citizens, and gave order, if there were here any Jews who
were Roman citizens, that no one was to trouble them about
going into the army, because Cornelius Lentulus, the consul,

freed the Jews from going into the army on account of
their religious scruples. You are therefore obliged to

submit to the praetor." And the like decree was made by
the Sardians also about us.

§ 15. " Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, imperator and
consul, to the magistrates of Cos greeting. I would have
you know that the ambassadors of the Jews have been with
me, and desired they might have those decrees which the
senate had made about them ; which decrees are here sub-
joined. My will is that you take care of and see to these
men. according to the senate's decree, that they may lie

safely conveyed home through your country."

§ 16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus the consul :
" I

have dismissed those Jews who are Eoman citizens, and
who appeared to me to have their religious rites, and to
practise them at Ephesus, on account of their religious
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scruples. This was done the thirteenth day before the
Calends of October."

§ 17. " Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, pro-qusestor,

and pro-praetor, to the magistrates, senate, and people of

the Sardians, greeting. Those Jews that were our citizens

came to me, and showed that they had an assembly of their

own according to the laws of their forefathers, and that
from the beginning, as also a place of their own, wherein
they determined their suits and controversies with one an-
other : upon their petition therefore to me, that these
might be lawful for them, I gave order for their privileges

to be preserved and permitted."

§ 18. The declaration of Marcus Publius, the son of

Spurius, and of Marcus the son of Marcus, and of Lucius
the son of Publius. " We went to the pro-consul Lentulus,

and informed him of what Dositheus, the son of Cleopat-

rides, of Alexandria desired, that, if he thought good, he
would dismiss those Jews who were Roman citizens, and
were wont to observe the rites of the Jewish religion, on
account of their religious scruples. Accordingly, he did

dismiss them, on the thirteenth day before the Calends of

October."

§ 19. " In the month Quintilis, when Lucius Lentulus

and Caius MarceUus were consuls, there were present Titus

Appius Balbus, the son of Titus, lieutenant of the Horatian
tribe, Titus Tongius of the Crustumine tribe, Quintus Rsesius

the son of Quintus, TitusPompeius the son of Titus, Cornelius
Longinus, Caius Servilius Bracchus (the son of Caius) mili-

tary tribune, of the Terentine tribe, Publius Clusius G-allus

(the son of Publius) of the Veturian tribe, Caius Teutius (the

son of Caius) military tribune, of the jSlmilian tribe, Sextus

Atilius Serranus (the son of Sextus) of the ^squiline tribe,

Caius Pompeius (the son of Caius) of the Sabatine tribe,

Titus Appius Menander the son of Titus, Publius Servilius

Strabo the son of Publius, Lucius Paccius Capito (the son

of Lucius) of the CollLne tribe, Aulus Furius Tertius the

son of Aulus, and Appius Menas. In the presence of these

Lentulus pronounced the following decree : I have before

my tribunal dismissed those Jews that are Roman citizens,

and are accustomed to observe the sacred rites of the Jews

at Ephesus, on account of their religious scruples."
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§ 20. " The magistrates of the Laodiceans send greeting

to Caius Eabilius (the son of Cains) the consul. Sopater
the ambassador of H3Tcanus the high priest, has delivered

us a letter from thee, whereby he lets us know that cer-

tain persons came from Hyrcanus the high priest of the
Jews, and brought a letter written concerning their nation,

wherein they desired that the Jews might be allowed to

observe their Sabbaths, and other sacred rites, according to

the laws of their forefathers, and that no one might lord it

over them, because they were our friends and aUies, or in-

jure them in our province. Now although the Tralhans
there present replied that they were not pleased with these
decrees, yet didst thou give order that they should be
observed, and informedst us that thou wast desired to

write this to us about them. We therefore, in obedience
to the injunctions we have received from thee, have received
the letter which thou sentest us, and have laid it up apart
among our public records. As to the other things about
which thou didst send to us, we will take care that no com-
plaint be made against us."

§ 21. " Publius Servilius Gralba (the son of Publius), pro-
consul, to the magistrates, senate, and people of the MUe-
sians, sendeth greeting. Prytanis (the son of Hermes) a
citizen of yours, came to me when I was at Tralles ' and
held a court there, and informed me that you used the
Jews in a way different to our orders, and forbade them to

celebrate their Sabbaths, and to perform the sacred rites

received from their forefathers, and to manage the fruits

of the land according to their ancient custom, and that he
himself had promulgated the decree according to the laws.
I would therefore have you know, that upon hearing the
pleadings on both sides, I gave sentence that the Jews
should not be prohibited to use their own customs."

§ 22. The decree of the people of Pergamus.'' " When
Cratippus was Prytanis, on the first day of the month
Daesius, the decree of the prastors was as follows. Since
the Romans, following the conduct of their ancestors, un-
dertake dangers for the common safety of aU mankind, and

' Near Aidin, in the valley of the Mfeander, on the west coast of
Asia Minor.

^ Bergama.
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are ambitious to settle their allies and friends in happiness
and firm peace ; and since the nation of the Jews, and their

high priest Hyrcanus, sent as ambassadors to them Strato

the son of Theodotus, and ApoUonius the son of Alexander,
and .ffineas the son of Antipater, and Aristobulus the son
of Amyntas, and Sosipater the son of Philip, all worthy
and good men, who gave a particular account of their

affairs, the senate thereupon passed a decree as to what
they asked of them, that Antiochus the king, the son of

Antiochus, should do no injury to the Jews, the allies of

the Romans ; and that the fortresses and havens and ter-

ritory, and whatever else he had taken from them, should
be restored ; and that it should be lawful for them to ex-

port their goods out of their own havens : and that no
king or people should have leave to export any goods, either

from the country of Judsea or from their havens, without
paying customs, except Ptolemy the king of Alexandria,

because he is our ally and friend; and. that according

to their desire, the garrison that was in Joppa should be
expelled. Now Lucius Pettius, one of our senators, a worthy
and good man, gave order that we should take care that

these things should be done according to the senate's de-

cree ; and that we should take care also that the Jewish am-
bassadors might return home in safety. And we admitted
Theodorus into our senate and assembly, and took the letter

from him as well as the decree of the senate ; and as he
discoursed with great earnestness, and described Hyrcanus'
virtue and generosity, and how he was a benefactor to all

men in common, and to everybody that came to him in

particular, we laid up the letter in our public records, and
made a decree ourselves, since we also were allies of the

Romans, that we would do everything we could for the Jews
according to the senate's decree. Theodorus also, who
brought the letter, asked of our praetors, that they would
send Hyrcanus a copy of that decree, as also ambassadors

to signify to him the affection of our people to him, and to

exhort Mm to preserve and augment his friendship with

us, and to be ready to bestow other benefits upon us, as

we reasonably expected to receive a fit return, remem-
bering that our ancestors were friendly to the Jews even

in the days of Abraham, who was the father of all the
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Hebrews, as we have found it set down in our public
records."

23. Tlie decree of the Halicarnassians.' "Before Memnon
the priest, the son of Orestides by descent, but of Euony-
mus by adoption, on the * * * day of the month Anthes-
terion, the decree of the people, upon the motion of Marcus
Alexander, was as follows. Since we have ever a great re-

gard to piety towards God and to holiness, following the

people of the Romans, who are the benefactors of all men,
and what they have written to us about a league of friend-

ship and alliance between the Jews and our city, that their

sacred rites and accustomed feasts and assemblies may be
observed by them ; we have decreed, that as many men
and women of the Jews as wish to do so may celebrate their

Sabbaths, and perform their holy rites, according to the
Jewish laws, and have their places of prayer by the sea-

side, according to the customs of their forefathers ; and if

any one, whether a magistrate or private person, hinders
them from so doing, he shall be liable to a fine, to be
paid to the city."

§ 24. The decree of the Sardians.^ "Tliis decree was
made by the senate and people, upon the representation of
the praetors. Whereas those Jews, who are our fellow-

citizens, and live in our city, have ever had great benefits

heaped upon them by the people, and have come now to
the senate, and requested of the people that, upon the re-

stitution of their laws and liberty by the senate and people
of Eome, they may assemble together according to their
ancient customs, and that we will not bring any suit

against them about it ; and that a place may be given them
where they may hold their congregations with their wives
and children, and may offer, as their forefathers did, their
prayers and sacrifices to God ; the senate and people have
decreed to permit them to assemble together on the
days formerly appointed, and to act according to their own
laws ; and that such a place be set apart for them by the
prsBtors for a building and habitation, as they shall esteem

' The peop)e of Halicarnassus, now BudrCim, on the S.W. coast of
Asia Minor.

2 The people of Sardis, now Sart, in the valley of the Hermus, on the
west coast of Asia Jlinor.
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fit for that purpose. And let those that see to proTisions

for the city, take care that such sorts of food as they shall

esteem fit for their eating, may be introduced into the
city."

§ 25. The decree of the Ephesians. " When Menophilus
was Prytanis, on the first day of the month Artemisius,

this decree was made by the people. Nicanor, the son of

Euphemus, pronounced it, upon the motion of the praetors.

As the Jews that dwell in this city petitioned Marcus
Julius Pompeius (the son of Brutus) the pro-consul, that

they might be allowed to observe their Sabbaths, and to

act in all things according to the customs of their fore-

fathers, without impediment from anybody, the praetor

granted their petition. So it was decreed by the senate and
people, as the affair concerned the Eomans, that none of

them should be hindered from keeping the Sabbath-day,

nor be fined for so doing, but that they should be allowed

to do all things according to their own laws."

§ 26. Now there are many other such decrees of the

senate and imperators of the Eomans, made in favour of

Hyrcanus and our nation, and decrees for cities, and re-

scripts of the praetors to such letters as concerned our

rights and privileges : and certainly such as are not ill

disposed to what I write, may believe that they are all to

this purpose, from the specimens which I have inserted.

For as I have produced evident marks that may stiU be

seen of the friendship we have had with the Eomans, and
shown that those marks are engraven upon pillars and
tablets of brass in the Capitol, that are still in existence and
will be so, I have omitted to set them all down as needless

and disagreeable ; for I cannot suppose any one so perverse

as not to believe that we have had friendship with the

Romans, since they have demonstrated the same by such

a great number of their decrees relating to us, or to doubt

of our fidelity as to the rest of those decrees, since I have

shown a sample. I have now sufficiently set forth the

friendship and alliance we had in those times with the

Bomans.
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CHAP. XI.

Sow Murcus succeeded Sextus, when he had been slain by

Bassus' treachery ; and how, after the death of Gcesar,

Gassius came into Syria, and distressed Judcea ; as also,

how Malichus slew Antipater, and was himself slain by

Herod.

§1-
]V[OW it so fell out about this very time that the affairs

-^ ^ of Syria were in great disorder on the following

account. Csecilius Bassus, one of Pompey's party, conspired

against Sextus Caesar, and slew him, and then took his

army, and got the management of public affairs into his

•own hand ; so that there arose a great war about Apaniea,'

for Caesar's generals came against him with an army of

horse and foot. Antipater also sent succours with his sons

to them, calling to mind the kindnesses he had received

from Caesar, and so he thought it but just to require

punishment for him, and to take vengeance on the man
that had murdered him. And as the war lasted a great

time, Murcus came from Rome to take Sextus' command,
and Caesar was slain by Cassius and Brutus and the other

conspirators in the senate-house, after he had ruled three

years and six months. This is however related elsewhere.

§ 2. As the war that arose upon the death of Caesar was
now begun, and the principal men all went, some one way,

some another, to raise armies, Cassius went from Eome
into Syria, to take the command of the army at Apamea,
and having raised the siege, he won over both Bassus and
Murcus to his party. He then visited the various cities,

and got together weapons and soldiers, and laid great taxes

upon the cities, and especially oppressed Judasa, exacting

from it seven hundred talents. But Antipater, when he saw
that affairs were in such great confusion and disorder,

divided the collection of that sum, and appointed his two
sons to gather some of it, and part of it was to be exacted
by Malichus, who was ill disposed to him, and part by

1 Kal'dt el-MedyJc.
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others. And because Herod did exact what was required
of him from Galilee before all others, he was in the greatest

favour with Cassius ; for he thought it prudent to cultivate

a friendship with the Romans, and to gain their good-will

at the expense of others ; whereas the rulers of the other

cities, with all the citizens, were sold for slaves ; and
Cassius reduced four cities to slavery, the two most impor-
tant of which were Gophna' and Emmaus,^ and besides

them Lydda^ and Thamna.' Nay, Cassius was so very

angry at Malichus, that he would have killed him (for he
was mad at him), had not Hyrcanus sent him by Antipater

a hundred talents of his own, and so pacified his anger
against him.

§ 6. But after Cassius had gone from Judsea, Malichus
conspired against Antipater, thinking his death would be
for the security of Hyrcanus' power ; but his design was
not unknown to Antipater, who, when he perceived it,

retired beyond the Jordan, and got together an army,
partly of Arabs, and partly of his own countrymen. How-
ever, Malichus, being a crafty fellow, denied that he had
laid any snares for him, and made his defence with an
oath both to him and his sons, and said, that as Phasaelus

had the garrison in Jerusalem, and Herod had the weapons

of war in his custody, he could never have thought of any

such thing. So Antipater, perceiving the distress that

Malichus was in, was reconciled to him, and made an

agreement with him when Murcus was praetor of Syria,

who perceiving that this Malichus was raising disturbances

in Judsea, very nearly had him killed, but at the interces-

sion of Antipater he saved his life.

§ 4. However, Antipater little thought that in Malichus

he had saved his own murderer. For when Cassius and

Murcus had got together an army, they intrusted the

entire care of it to Herod, and made him general of the

forces of Coele-Syria, and gave him a fleet of ships, and an

army of horse and foot ; and promised him, after the war

was over, to make him king of Judsea, for war was already

begun between them and Antony and the young Caesar.''

1 Jifna, N.W. o( Beitin,'Bel)ie\. ' 'Amwas. ' Liidd.

* Now Tibiieh; see Antiq. v. 1, § 29; xiv. 11, § 12.

* Octavius, afterwards the Emperor Augustus.
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And as Malichus was now especially afraid of Antipater,

he tried to get liim out of the way ; and, by the offer of

money, persuaded the butler of Hyrcanus with whom they

were about to feast, to kill him by poison. This being

done, having armed men with him, he settled the affairs

of the city. But when Antipater's sons, Herod and Phasae-

lus, got to know of this conspiracy against their father, and
were indignant at it, Malichus denied all, and professed to

have no knowledge of the murder. And thus died Anti-

pater, a man that had distinguished himself for piety and

justice and love for his country. And whereas one of his

sons, Herod, resolved immediately to revenge his father's

death, and marched against Malichus with an army, the

elder of his sons, Phasaelus, thought it best rather to get

round him by policy, lest they should appear to begin a

civil war in the country. So he accepted Malichus' defence,

and pretended to believe that he had had no hand in the

death of Antipater his father, and erected a fine monu-
ment to him. Herod also went to Samaria,^ and as he

found it in great distress, he repaired the city, and com-
posed the differences of its inhabitants.

§ 5. Not long after this, Herod, upon the approach
of a festival at Jerusalem, went with his soldiers to

that city ; whereupon Malichus was afraid, and urged
Hyrcanus not to permit him to enter the city. Hyj-canus

listened to him, and alleged, as a pretext for excluding

Herod, that a crowd of strangers ought not to be ad-

mitted when the multitude were purifying themselves.

But Herod paid little regard to the messengers who were
sent to him, and entered the city by night, and frightened

Malichus, who however remitted nothing of his dissimula-

tion, but wept for Antipater, and bewailed him with a loud
voice as a friend of his. And Herod and his friends thought
it well not to expose Malichus' hypocrisy, but to receive

him kindly also, to prevent his feeling any suspicion.

§ 6. However, Herod sent to Cassius, and informed him
of the murder of his father. And he, knowing the character

of Malichus, sent him back word to revenge his father's

death ; and also sent privately to the commanders of the
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army at Tyre, ordering them to assist Herod in the execution
of his very just design. Now when Cassius had taken
Laodicea,^ and they all went together to him, and carried

him garlands and money, Herod expected that MaUchus
would be punished while he was there ; but Malichus was
somewhat apprehensive of some such thing when in the
neighbourhood of Tyre in Phoenicia, and designed to make
some great move, and as his son was then an hostage at

Tyre, he went to that city, and resolved to steal him away
privately, and to march thence into Judaea ; and as Cassius

was in haste to march against Antony, he thought to bring

the country to revolt, and to procure the government for

himself. But Providence opposed his counsels, for Herod
being a shrewd man, and perceiving what his intention

was, sent thither beforehand a servant, in appearance in-

deed to get a supper ready, (for he had said before that he
would feast them all there,) but in reality to take a mes-
sage to the commanders of the army, whom he urged to go
out against Malichus with their daggers. So they went
out, and met the man near the city, upon the sea-shore,

and there stabbed him. Thereupon Hyrcanus was so

astonished at what had happened, that his speech failed

him ; and when, after some difficulty, he came to himself,

he asked Herod's men what the matter could be, and who
it was that had slain Malichus ? And when they said

that it was done by command of Cassius, he commended
the action ; for he said Malichus was a very wicked man,
and one that conspired against his country. And this was
the punishment that was inflicted on Malichus for what
he wickedly did to Aiitipater.

§ 7. But when Cassius had marched out of Syria, distur-

bances arose in Judsea : for Helix, who was left at Jerusa-

lem with an army, made a sudden attack on Phasaelus, and

the people themselves took up arms. And Herod went to

Pabius, the prefect of Damascus, and desired to run to his

brother's assistance, but was hindered by an illness that

seized upon him, till Phasaelus by himself was too hard

for Helix, and shut him up in the tower, and then dis-

missed him on conditions. Phasaelus also complained of

' Latakieh, on the coast of Syria,



48 THE WORKS OF PLATITTS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK XPV.

Hyrcanus, on the ground that, although he had received

a great many benefits from them, he yet acted with his

enemies. For Malichus' brother at this time made many
places to revolt, and kept garrisons in them, and especially

at Masada,' the strongest fortress of all. Not long after

this Herod recovered from his illness, and came and took
from Malichus' brother all the places he had got, and, on
certain conditions, let him go.

CHAP. XII.

Herod ejects Antigonus, the Son of Aristobuhis, from Judcea,

and gains the Friendship of Antony, ivho ivas now come
into Syria, by sending him much Money ; on which Account
he ivotdd not hear those that would have accused Herod

:

and what it ivas that Antony wrote to the Tyrians in behalf

of the Jews.

§1-
OW Ptolemy, the son of Mennseus, because he was
akin to him, brought back into Judaea Antigonus the

son of Aristobuhis, who had already raised an army, and
had by money made Pabius his friend. Marion also gave
him assistance. Marion had been left by Cassius to tyrannize

over Tyre, for Cassius having seized on Syria, then kept it

under by tyrants. Marion also marched into Galilee, which
lay in his neighbourhood, and took three of the fortresses,

and put garrisons into them to keep them. But when
Herod came against him he took them all from him, but
he dismissed the Tyrian garrison in a very civil manner

;

nay he made presents to some from the good-will he bore
to that city. When he had despatched these affairs, and
had gone to meet Antigonus, he joined battle with him,
and beat him, and drove him out of Judaea, when he
was just come into its borders. And when he was come
to Jerusalem, Hyrcanus and the people put garlands on
his head ; for he had already contracted an affinity with the
family of Hyrcanus by having espoused a descendant of

N'

Sebbch, on the west coast of the Dead Sea.
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his, and for that reason Herod took the greater care of

him, as he was about to marry the daughter of Alexander
(the son of Aristobulus) and grand-daughter of Hyrcanus,
by whom he eventually became the father of three sons and
two daughters. He had also married before this another
wife, of a lower family of his own nation, whose name was
Doris, by whom he had his eldest son Antipater.

§ 2. Now Antony and Caesar ' had beaten Cassius near
Philippi,' as others have related; and after that victory,

Caesar ' went into Italy, and Antony set out for Asia,

and, when he arrived at Bithynia,' ambassadors met him
from aU parts. The principal men also of the Jews
came there to accuse Phasaelus and Herod, and said

that Hyrcanus had indeed the semblance of reigning, but
these men had all the power. But Antony paid great

respect to Herod, who came to him to make his defence

against his accusers, so that his adversaries could not so

much as obtain a hearing ; which favour Herod obtained

of Antony by money. But when Antony was come to

Ephesus, Hyrcanus the high priest, and our nation, sent an
embassage to him, who carried a crown of gold with them,

and begged that he would write to the governors of the

provinces, to set those Jews free who had been carried cap-

tive by Cassius, though they had not fought against him,

and to restore them the country which had been taken

from them in the days of Cassius. Antony thought the

Jews' requests were just, and wrote immediately to Hyr-
canus and to the Jews. He also sent, at the same time,

a decree to the Tyrians, the contents of which were as

follows.

§ 3. " Marcus Antonius, imperator, to Hyrcanus the high

priest and ethnarch of the Jews greeting. If you be in

health, it is well ; I also am in health and the army. Lysi-

machus the son of Pausanias, and Josephus the son of

Mennseus, and Alexander the son of Theodorus, your am-
bassadors, met me at Ephesus, and have renewed that em-
bassage which they had formerly been upon at Eome, and

have diligently acquitted themselves in the present embas-

^ That is Octavius, afterwards the Emperor Augustus.
^ Now Filibeh, in Macedonia, not far from Kavala, Neapolis.

' The N.W. portion of Asia Minor.

III. E
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sage on behalf of you and jour nation, and have fully de-

clared the good-will you have for us. I am therefore

satisfied, both by your actions and words, that you are

well disposed to us, and I understand that your conduct of

life is constant and religious, so I reckon upon you as our

own. But since those that were adversaries to you, and to

the Roman people, abstained neither from cities nor tem-
ples, and did not observe the agreements they had con-

firmed by oath, it was not only on account of our private

contest with them, but also on account of all mankind in

common, that we took vengeance on those who have been the

authors of great injustice towards men, and of great wicked-
ness towards the gods ; for the sake of which we suppose
it was that the sun turned away its light,' being unwilling
to view the horrid crime they were guilty of in the case of

Csesar. We have also overcome their conspiracies, which
threatened the gods themselves, which Macedonia received,

as it is a climate peculiarly proper for impious and insolent

attempts, and we overcame that confused rout of men half

mad with spite against us, which they got together at

Philippi in Macedonia, when they occupied j)laces fit for

their purpose, and, as it were, walled round with moun-
tains to the very sea, and where approach was open only
through a single gate. This victory we gained because
the gods had condemned those men for their wicked un-
dertakings. Now Brutus, when he had fled to Philippi,

was shut up by us, and partook of the same destruction

as Cassius ; and now that those men have received their

punishment, we hope that we may enjoy peace for the
time to come, and that Asia may be at rest from war. We,
therefore, make that peace which God has given us com-
mon to our allies also, so that the body of Asia is now re-

covered from its disease as it were owing to our victory.

I, therefore, bearing you in mind and hoping to aggran-
dize your nation, shall take care of what may be for your
advantage. I have also sent letters to the several cities,

' This clause plainly allude.'i to that well known but unusual and very
long darkness of the sun, which happened upon the murder of Julius
Cjesar by Brutus and Cassius, which is taken notice of by Virgil,
Pliny, and (.ther Roman authors. See Vir';irs Georgics, b. i. just
before the end ; and Pliny's Xat. Hist. b. ii. u-. .50.— VV.
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that if any persons, whetlier freemen or bondmen, have
been sold under the spear by Caius Cassius, or his subor-
dinate officers, they are to be set free. And I will that you
make use of the favours which I and Dolabella have kindly
granted you. I also forbid the Tyrians to use any violence
to you, and as to those places of the Jews they now possess,

I order them to restore them. I have also accepted of the
crown which you sent me."

§ 4. " Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates,

senate, and people of Tyre, greeting. The ambassadors of

Hyrcanus the high priest and ethnarch [of the Jews] have
appeared before me at Ephesus, and have told me that you
are in possession of part of their country, which you entered

upon during the sway of our adversaries. Since, there-

fore, we have undertaken a war for obtaining the govern-

ment, and have taken care to do what was agreeable to

piety and justice, and have brought to punishment those

that had neither any remembrance of the kindness they
had received, nor kept their oaths, I will that you be at

peace with those that are our allies, as also that what you
have taken by means of our adversaries shall not be
reckoned your own, but be returned to those from whom
you took them. For none of our rivals took their pro-

vinces or their armies by the gift of the senate, but seized

them by force, and gratified by violence such as served

them in their unjust proceedings. Since, therefore, those

men have received the punishment due to them, we desire

that our allies may retain whatever they formerly pos-

sessed without disturbance, and that you restore all the

places which you now have, which belonged to Hyrcanus
the ethnarch of the Jews, even though only one day
before Caius Cassius began an unjustifiable war against

us, and entered our provinces. Neither use any force

against the Jews in order to weaken them, that they may
not be able to dispose of that which is their own. But if

you have any plea to urge in defence against Hyrcanus, it

shall be lawful for you to plead your case when we come
to the places concerned, for we shall alike preserve the

rights, and hear all the causes, of our allies."

§ 5. " Marcus Antonius, imperator, to the magistrates,

senate, and people of Tyre, greeting. I have sent you my
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decree, and I will that you take care that it be engraven on
the public tablets, in Eoman and Greek letters, and that it

stand engraven lq the most public place, that it may be

read by all. Marcus Antonius, imperator, one of the

triumvirs over public affairs, has spoken. Since Caius

Cassius, in the revolt he made, pillaged a province which
did not belong to him, and was held by garrisons there

encamped, and plundered our allies, and warred against

the nation of the Jews that was in friendship with the

Eoman people, and since we have overcome his madness
by arms, we now correct by our decrees and judicial deter-

minations what he has laid waste, that all that may be

restored to our allies. And as for what has been sold of

the Jews, whether bodies or possessions, let them be re-

leased, the bodies into that state of freedom they were
originally in, and the possessions to their former owners.

I also will, that he who shall not comply with this decree

of mine, shall be punished for his disobedience ; and if

such a one be caught, I will take care that the offender

shall suffer condign punishment."

§ 6. The same thing did Antony write to the Sidonians,

and the Antiochians, and the Aradians.' I have produced
these decrees at a suitable place, as proofs of the truth of

what I said, namely that the Romans had a great concern

about our nation.

CHAP. xin.

How Antony made Herod and Phasaelus Tetrarchs after they
had been accused to no purpose ; and how the Parthians,
when they brought Antigonus into Judcea, took Hyrcanus
and Phasaelus captives. Herod's Flight ; and the Afflic-
tions that Hyrcanus and Phasaelus endured.

§1-
AFTER this when Antony came into Syria, Cleopatra

met him in Cilicia, and greatly captivated him. And
now again there came a hundred of the most influential

^ The people of Aradas, Arvad, now the island er-Euad.
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of the Jews to accuse Herod and his party, and set the
men of the greatest eloquence among them to speak. But
Messala pleaded against them, on behalf of the young
men, and in the presence of Hyrcanus, who was Herod's
father-in-law already.' When Antony had heard both
sides at Daphne,^ he asked Hyrcanus who governed the
nation best ? and he replied, Herod and his party. There-
upon Antony, because of the old friendship he had with
Herod's father when he was with Grabinius, made both
Herod and Phasaelus tetrarchs, and committed the public
affairs of the Jews to them, and wrote letters to that pur-
pose. He also put fifteen of their adversaries in bonds,
and was going to kill them, but Herod obtained their

pardon.

§ 2. Tet did not these men continue quiet when they re-

turned from their embassage, but a thousand of the Jews
went to Tyre to meet Antony there, as the report was that

he would go there. But Antony was corrupted by the quan-
tity of money which Herod and his brother had given him,
and so he gave orders to the governor of the place to punish
the Jewish ambassadors who were for making innovations,

and to settle the government upon Herod. And Herod
went out quickly to them, and Hyrcanus with him (for

they stood upon the shore before the city), and charged

them to go their ways, because great mischief would befall

them if they went on with their pertinacity. But they would
not listen, so the Romans ran upon them at once with
their daggers, and slew some, and wounded others, and the

rest fled away and went home, and remained quiet in great

consternation. And when the people made a clamour
against Herod, Antony was so provoked at it that he slew

those fifteen that had been put in bonds.

§ 3. Now, in the second year, Pacorus, the king of

Parthia's son, and Barzapharnes, a satrap of the Parthians,

occupied Syria. Ptolemy, the son of Mennseus, was now

' We may here take notice, that espousals alone were of old esteemed

a sufficient foundation for affinity, Hyrcanus being here called father-

in-law to Herod, because his grand-daughter Marlamne was betrothed

to him, although the marriage was not completed till four years after-

wards. See Mat. i. 16.

—

W.
' Beit el-Md, near Antioch.
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also dead, andLysanias his son succeeded him, and made a
league of friendship with Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus,

and for that end made use of the satrap Barzapharnes, who
had great influence with him. Now Antigonus had promised
to give the Parthians a thousand talents and five hundred
women, if thev would take the government away from
Hyrcanus, and bestow it upon him, and also kill Herod.
And although he did not give what he promised, yet did
the Parthians make an expedition into Judsea on that

account, and carried Antigonus with them. Pacorus went
along the maritime parts, and the satrap Barzapharnes
through the interior of the country. Now the Tyrians
excluded Pacorus, but the Sidonians and those of Ptolemais ^

received him. However, Pacorus sent a troop of horse
into Judsea, to make a reconnaissance of the country, and
to assist Antigonus, and sent the king's butler as its com-
mander, who had the same name as himself. And when
the Jews that dwelt about Mount Carmel came to Anti-
gonus, and were ready to march with him into Judaea,

Antigonus hoped to get some part of the country by their

assistance ; the place was called Drymi.^ And when some
others came and met them, the men marched on Jeru-
salem ; and when some more were come to them, they got
together in great numbers, and marched against the king's

palace and besieged it. But as Phasaelus' and Herod's
party came to the others' assistance, and a battle took
place between them in the market-place, the young men
beat their enemies, and pursued them into the temple,
and sent some armed men into the adjoining houses to

keep them in, who however being destitute of support
were burnt, houses and all, by the people who rose up
against them. But Herod was revenged on these sedi-

tious adversaries of his soon afterwards for this injury
they had done him, for he fought with them, and slew a
great number of them.

§ 4. But though there were daily skirmishes, the enemy
waited for the coming of the people out of the country
to Pentecost (a feast of ours so called), and when that

' 'Akka, St. Jean d'Acre.

2 Comp. Jewish War. i. 13, § 2. Probably an oak-grove at the toot
of Carmel.
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day was come, many myriads of the people were gathered
together near the temple, some in armour, and some un-
armed. Now those that came guarded both the temple
and the city, except near the palace, which Herod guarded
with a few of his soldiers ; and Phasaelus had the charge
of the wall, while Herod, with a body of his men, sallied

out upon the enemy, who lay in the suburbs, and fought
valiantly, and put many myriads to flight, some fleeing

into the city, and some into the temple, and some to the
outer vallum that was there. Phasaelus also came to his

assistance. And Pacorus, the general of the Parthians, at

the desire of Antigonus, was admitted into the city, with
a few of his horsemen, under pretext indeed of stUling

the sedition, but in reality to assist Antigonus in obtain-

ing the government. And when Phasaelus met him, and
received him kindly, Pacorus persuaded him to go him-
self as ambassador to Barzapharnes, which was done
treacherously. And Phasaelus, suspecting no harm, com-
plied with his proposal, while Herod did not approve of

what was done, because of the perfidiousness of the bar-

barians, but bade Phasaelus rather to fight against those

that were come into the city.

§ 5. So both Hyrcanus and Phasaelus went on the em-
bassage ; but Pacorus left with Herod two hundred horse,

and ten men who were called Freemen, and conducted the

others on their journey. And when they got to Galilee,

the governors of the cities there met them in arms. And
Barzarphames received them at first with cheerfulness,

and made them presents, though he afterwards conspired

against them ; and Phasaelus, with his horsemen, were

conducted to the seaside. But when they heard that

Antigonus had promised to bribe the Parthians by a thou-

sand talents and five hundred women to assist him against

them, they soon had a suspicion of the barbarians. More-

over, there was one who informed them that snares were

laid for them by night, as a guard secretly surrounded

them. And they would then have been seized upon, had
not they waited for the seizure of Herod by the Parthians

that were at Jerusalem, lest, upon the slaughter of Hyr-

canus and Phasaelus, he should have an intimation of it,

and so escape out of their hands. And these were the cir-
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cumstances they were now in, and thej saw who they were
that guarded them. Some persons indeed advised Pha-
saelus to ride o£E immediately, and not to stay any longer

;

and there was one Ophellius, who, above all the rest, was
urgent with him to do so, for he had heard of this treachery
from Saramalla, the richest of all the Syrians at that time,
who also promised to provide him ships for flight ; for the
sea was near. But he had no mind to desert Hyrcanus,
nor bring his brother into danger ; but he went to Bar-
zapharnes, and told him he did not act justly in plotting
thus against them, for if he wanted money, he would give
him more than Antigonus ; and besides, it was monstrous
to slay ambassadors that came to him upon the security of
their oaths, and that when they had done no injury. And
the barbarian swore to him that there was no truth in any
of his suspicions, but that he was troubled with nothing
but false fancies, and then went back to Pacorus.

§ 6. But as soon as he was gone away, some of the Par-
thians came and bound Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, and
Phasaelus greatly reproached the Parthians for their per-
jury. Now the butler who was sent against Herod had been
told to get him without the walls of the city and seize

upon him. But messengers had been sent by Phasaelus to
inform Herod of the perlidiousness of the Parthians : and
when Herod knew that the enemy had seized Hyrcanus
and Phasaelus, he went to Pacorus, and to the most in-

fluential of the Parthians, as the lords of the rest. And they,
although they knew the whole matter, dissembled with
him in a deceitful way ; and said that he ought to go out
with them before the walls, and meet those who were
bringing him letters, for they had not yet been taken by
his adversaries, but were coming to give him an account of
the good success Phasaelus had had. But Herod did not
credit what they said ; for he had heard from others that
his brother had been seized. And the daughter of Hyrcanus,
whose daughter he had espoused, advised him also [not to
credit them,] which made him still more suspicious of the
Parthians ; for although other people did not give heed to
her, he believed her to be a woman of very great wisdom.

§ 7. Now while the Parthians were in consultation what
was fit to be done (for they did not think it proper to make
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an open attempt upon a person of his character), and put
off the matter to the next day, Herod was in great
anxiety; and rather inclining to believe the reports he
heard about his brother and the Parthians, than to give
heed to what was said on the other side, he determined
that, when evening came on, he would make use of it

for his flight, and not make any longer delay, as if danger
from the enemy was still uncertain. He therefore set out
with the armed men whom he had vnth him, and set the
women upon beasts of burden, as his mother and sister,

and her whom he was about to marry [Mariamne], the
daughter of Alexander (the son of Anstobulus), and her
mother the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngest
brother, and all their servants, and the rest of the multi-
tude that was with him, and without the enemies' know-
ledge pursued his way to Idumsea' : nor could any enemy
of his, who had seen him then in this case, have been so

hard-hearted, as not to have commiserated his fortune, as
the women dragged along their infant children, and with
tears in their eyes, and sad lamentations, left their own
country, and their friends in prison, and expected nothing
but what was of a melancholy nature.

§ 8. But Herod raised his mind above the miserable
state he was in, and was of good courage in the midst of

his misfortunes, and, as he passed along, bade every one
be of good cheer, and not give way to sorrow, because that

would hinder them in their flight, which was now the only

hope of safety that they had. So they tried to bear with
patience the calamity they were in, as Herod exhorted them
to do ; but he once almost killed himself, upon the over-

throw of a waggon, and the danger his mother was then in

of being killed, not only because of his great concern for her,

but also because he was afraid lest, by this delay, the enemy
should overtake him in the pursuit. But as he was draw-
ing his sword, and going to kill himself with it, those that

were present restrained him, and being so many in number
were too much for him, and told him that he ought not to

desert them, and leave them a prey to their enemies, for

that it was not the part of a brave man to free himself

' The country south of Hebron and west of the Dead Sea is referred

to here.
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from, the distresses he was in, and to leave his friends to

struggle in the same. So he was compelled to let that

horrid attempt alone, partly from shame at what they said

to him, and partly from regard to the great number of

those that would not permit him to do what he intended.

And he revived his mother, and took all the care of her

the conjuncture would allow, and proceeded on the way he
proposed to go with the utmost haste, and that was to the

fortress of Masada/ And though he had many skirmishes

with such of the Parthians as attacked him and pursued
him, he was conqueror in them all.

§ 9. Nor indeed was he free from the Jews during

his flight ; for by the time he had got sixty furlongs out of

the city, and was upon the road, they fell upon him, and
fought hand to hand with him, and he also put them to

flight and overcame them, not like one that was in distress

and in necessity, but like one that was excellently pre-

pared for war, and had what he wanted in great plenty.

And in the very place where he overcame the Jews, some
time afterwards, when he became king, he built a most
fine palace, and a city round it, and called it Herodium.^
And when he was come to Idumsea, to a place called Thresa,^

his brother Joseph met him, and he then held a council to

take advice about all his affairs, >nd what was fit to be
done under the circumstances, as he had a great multitude

that followed him, besides his mercenary soldiers, and the

fortress of Masada, where he proposed to flee to, was too small

to contain so great a multitude. So he sent away the greater

part of his company, who were more than nine thousand, and
bade them go some one way and some another, and save

themselves in Idumsea, and gave them what would buy them
provisions on their journey ; but he took with himself those

that were the least encumbered, and were most friendly to

him, and reached the fortress, and placed there his wives,

and his followers (who were eight hundred in number),
there being in the place a sufiicient quantity of corn and
water and other necessaries, and himself set out directly

for Petra in Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians

' Sebbeh, on the west shore of the Dead Sea.
^ Probably Jebel Fureidis, south of .Jerusalem.
' Comp. Jewish War, i. 13, § 8 ; Antiq. xiv. 15, § 2. Site not known.
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plundered all Jerusalem, and tlie palace, and abstained
from nothing but Hyrcanus' money, wbich was three hun-
dred talents. A great deal of Herod's money escaped,
especially all that he had been so prudent as to send into
Idumaea beforehand. However, what was in the city did
not suffice the Parthians, but they went out into the
country, and plundered it, and razed to the ground the
powerful city of Marissa.^

§ 10. Thus was Antigonus restored to Judaea by the
king of the Parthians, and received Hyrcanus and Pha-
saelus as prisoners ; but he was greatly cast down because
the women had escaped, whom he intended to have given
the enemy, as he had promised they should have them,
with money, for their reward. And being afraid that
Hyrcanus, who was guarded by the Parthians, would have
the kingdom restored to him by the multitude, he cut
off his ears, and so took care that the high priesthood
should never come to him any more, because he was thus
maimed, and the law required that this dignity should be-

long to none but such as had all their members entire.'

But one cannot but admire the fortitude of Phasaelus, who,
perceiving that he was to be put to death, did not think

death terrible at aU; but he thought it a most pitiable

and dishonourable thing to die at the hands of the enemy,
and therefore, since he had not his hands at liberty, for

the bonds he was in prevented him from killing himseK
with them, he dashed his head against a great stone, and
so took away his own life, which he thought to be the best

thrag he could do in such straits as he was in, and so

put it out of the power of the enemy to put him to any
death he pleased. It is also reported, that when he had
made a great woimd in his head, Antigonus sent surgeons

as if to heal it, and ordered them to infuse poison into

the wound, and so killed him. However, Phasaelus

hearing from a certain woman, before he was quite dead,

that his brother Herod had escaped the enemy, underwent

his death cheerfully, since he now left behind him one who
would revenge his death, and was able to inflict punish-

ment on his enemies.

' Kh.Mei'ash.
- This law of Moses, that the priests were to be ' without blemish,' as

to all the parts of their bodies, is in Levit. xxi. 17-24.—W.
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CHAP. XIV.

How Herod got away from the King of Arabia, and made
haste to go into Egyvt, and thence went away in haste also

to Rome : and how, by promising a great deal of money to

Antony, he was made by the Senate and Augustus King
of the Jews.

AS for Herod, the great hardships he underwent did not

discourage him, but made him sharp in inventing

bold plans. For he went to Malchus, king of Arabia,

whom he had formerly been verv kind to, in order to

receive a return now he was in more than ordinary want
of it, and desired he would let him have some money,
either by way of loan or as a free gift, as he had received

many benefits from him ; for not knowing what had hap-
pened to his brother, he was in haste to ransom him out

of the hands of his enemies, being willing to give three

hundred talents as the price of his ransom. He also took
with him the son of Phasaelus, who was a child of but
seven years of age, in order that he might be a hostage
to the Arabs for the repayment of the money ; but there

came messengers from Malchus to meet him, by whom
he was desired to be off, for the Parthians had charged
him not to receive Herod. This was only a pretext which
he made use of that he might not be obliged to rej)ay him
what he owed him : and he was further induced to this

by the principal men among the Arabians, that they might
cheat him of the sums they had received from Antij)ater

as a trust. He made answer, that he had not intended
to be troublesome to them by his coraing to them, but
that he had desired only to discourse with them about
certain affairs that were of the greatest importance to him.

§ 2. He then resolved to go away, and very jjrudentlv
took the road to Egypt. And that night he lodged in "a

certain temple, for he had left a great many of his fol-

lowers there, but on the next day he reached Ehinocurura,^

' el-ArUh, on the coast between Egypt and Palestine.
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and there heard what had befallen his brother. However,
Malchus soon repented of what he had done, and came
rnnning after Herod, but with no success, for he had got
a very great way off, mating post haste on the road to
Pelusium.' And when the ships that lay at anchor there
hindered him from sailing to Alexandria, he went to the
rulers of the place, by whom, in their reverence and great
regard for him, he was conducted to the city, and was de-

tained there by Cleopatra. However she was not able to
prevail with him to stay there, because he was making
haste to Eome, even though the weather was stormy, and
he was informed that affairs in Italy were in great dis-

order and in a most unsettled condition.

§ 3. So he set sail from thence for PamphyUa,^ and, fall-

ing in with a violent storm, had much ado to escape to

Rhodes, with the loss of the ship's burden. And there
two of his friends, Sappinas and Ptolemy, met him ; and
as he found Rhodes had been very much damaged in the
war against Cassius, he neglected not to do it a kindness,

though he was in necessity himself, but did what he could

to restore it to its former state. He also built there a
trireme, and set sail thence with his friends for Italy, and
arrived at the port of Brundusium ; ' and when he had got

from thence to Eome, he first related to Antony what had
befallen him in Judsea, and how Phasaelus his brother had
been seized by the Parthians, and put to death by them,

and how Hyrcanus was detained captive by them, and how
they had made Antigonus king, who had promised them no
less a sum of money than a thousand talents, and five

hundred women (who were to be of the principal families

and of the Jewish stock), and how he himself had carried

off the women by night, and by undergoing a great many
hardships had escaped the hands of his enemies ; as also,

that his own relations were in danger of being besieged

and taken, and that he had sailed through a storm, and

despised all these terrible dangers, in order to come as

soon as possible to him, who was his hope and only succour

at this time.

§ 4. This account made Antony commiserate the change

' Ti7ieh. * On the south coast of Asia Minor. ' Brindisi.
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that had happened in Herod's condition, and reasoning

with himself that this was a common case among those

that are placed in such great dignities, and that thej too

are liable to fortune, he was very ready to give him the

assistance he desired, partly because he called to mind the

friendship he had had with Antipater, partly because

Herod offered him money to make him king, as he had
formerly done because he was made tetrarch, but chiefly

because of his hatred to Antigonus, for he took him to be

a seditious person, and an enemy to the Eomans. Augustus
was also the forwarder to raise Herod's dignity, and to

give him his assistance in what he desired, on account of

the toils of war which his father had undergone with
Antipater in Egypt, and of the hospitable way in which
he had treated him, and the kindness he had always showed
him. as also to gratify Antony, who was very attached to

Herod. So the senate was convened, and Messala and after

him Atratinus introduced Herod, and enlarged upon the

benefits they had received from his father, and reminded
them of the good-will he had himself borne to the Romans.
At the same time they accused Antigonus, and declared him
an enemy, not only becaiise of his former opposition to them,
but because he had now neglected the Eomans, and taken
the government from the Paithians. Upon this the senate

was irritated, and Antony came forward and informed them
that it was for their advantage in the Parthian war that

Herod should be king. This seemed good to all the sena-

tors, and they made a decree to this effect accordingly.

§ 5. And this was the principal proof of Antony's affec-

tion for Herod, that he not only procured him a kingdom
which he did not expect (for he did not come with an
intention to ask the kingdom for himself, for he did not
suppose the Romans would grant it him, who generally
bestowed it on some of the royal family, but intended
to ask it for his wife's brother, who was grandson on the
father's side to Aristobulus, and to Hyrcanus on the
mother's side), but procured it for him so soon, little as he
expected it, that he left Italy in as few days as seven
in all. The young man his brother-in-law Herod after-

wards took care to have slain, as I shall show in its proper
place. And when the senate was dissolved, Antony and
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Augustus went out of the senate-house, with Herod be-
tween them, and with the consuls and other magistrates
before them, in order to offer sacrifices, and to lay up their

decrees in the Capitol. Antony also feasted Herod the
first day of his reign. And thus did he receive the king-
dom, having obtained it in the hundred and eighty-
fourth Olympiad, when Caius Domitius Calvinus was
consul the second time, and Caius Asinius Pollio [the first

time]

.

§ 6. All this while Antigonus besieged those that were
in Masada, who had plenty of aU other necessaries, and
were only in want of water, so that on that account
Joseph, Herod's brother, intended to desert from it with
two hundred of his men to the Arabians ; for he heard
that Malchus repented of the offences he had been guilty
of with regard to Herod. But God, by sending rain in

the night-time, prevented his going away, for their cisterns

were thereby filled, and so he was under no necessity of

flight any longer, but they were now of good courage, and
the more so, because the sending that plenty of water
which they had been in want of, seemed a token of

divine providence ; so they made a sally, and fought
with Antigonus' soldiers, some openly, others from am-
bush, and slew a great number of them. Meantime Ven-
tidius, the general of the Romans, having been sent to

drive the Parthians out of Syria, marched after them
into Judaea, ostensibly to succour Joseph, but in reality

the whole affair was no more than a stratagem to get

money from Antigonus. So he pitched his camp very
near Jerusalem, and stripped Antigonus of a great deal

of money, and then retired himself with the greater part

of his army ; but, that his motive might not be found
out, he left Silo there with a certain part of his soldiers

;

and Antigonus also paid court to him, that he might
cause him no disturbance, though he still hoped that the

Parthians would come again and aid him.
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CHAP. XV.

Hoio Herod sailed from Italy to Judcea, and fought against

Antigonus ; also what other things happened in Judcea
about this Time.

§1-

BY this time Herod had sailed from Italy to Ptolemais,
and had got together no small army both of merce-

naries and of his own countrymen, and marched through
G-alilee against Antigonus. Silo also and Ventidius came
and assisted him, being urged by Dellius (wlio was sent
by Antony) to assist in restoring Herod. As for Ven-
tidius, he was employed in settling the disturbances that
had been made in the cities because of the Parthians

;

and as for SUo he was in Judaea, having been bribed by
Antigonus. Now as Herod went along, his army increased
every day, and all Galilee, with some few exceptions,
joined him ; but as he was marching to those that were at
Masada (for he was obliged to endeavour to save those that
were besieged in that fortress because they were his rela-

tions) Joppa ' was a hindrance to him, for it was necessary
for him. to take that place first, it being a city hostile to
him, that no point d'appui might be left in his enemies'
hands on his rear, when he should go to Jerusalem. And as
Silo made this a pretext for departing and was thereupon
pursued by the Jews, Herod fell upon them with a small
body of men, and not only put the Jews to flight but saved
Silo, when he was very poorly able to defend himself.
And when Herod had taken Joppa, he made haste to set

free those of his friends that were in Masada.'' Now some
of the people of the country joined him because of the
friendship they had had to his father, and some because of
his own reputation, and others by way of return for the
benefits they had received from both of them, biit most
came to him in hope of getting something from him, if he
were once firmly settled in the kingdom.

§ 2. Herod had now a strong force, and as he marched

' Jafa. " Sehbeh.
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on, Antigonus laid snares and ambushes in the passes and
places most proper for them, but in truth he did thereby
little or no damage to his enemy. But Herod recovered his
friends out of Masada, and took the fortress of Thresa,' and
marched on for Jerusalem. The soldiers also that were with
Silo accompanied him, as did many of the citizens, being
awed at his power. And as soon as he had pitched his camp
on the west side of the city, the soldiers that were set to
guard that part shot their arrows, and threw their darts at
him. And as some sallied out en masse, and fought hand to
hand with the front ranks of Herod's army, he gave orders
that they should, in the first place, make proclamation
near the walls, that he came for the good of the people, and
for the preservation of the city, and not to revenge any old
grudge on even his most open enemies, but was ready to
forget the offences which his greatest adversaries had done
him. But Antigonus, by way of reply to what Herod had
caused to be proclaimed, said to Silo and the Eoman army,
" That they would not do justly, if they gave the kingdom
to Herod, who was only a private man, and an Idumsean,
i.e., only half a Jew, whereas they ought to bestow it on one
of the royal family, as their custom was. For if they now
bore ill-will to him (Antigonus), and had resolved to

deprive him of the kingdom as having received it from
the Parthians, yet were there many others of his family
who might by their law take it, and those such as had no
way offended against the Komans, and as they were priests,

it would be an unworthy thing to pass them by." Now,
as they said thus one to another, and fell to reproaching
one another on both sides, Antigonus permitted his own
men to repel the enemy from the walls. And they using
their bows, and showing great energy against their enemies,

easily drove them away from the towers.

§ 3. And now Silo made it plain that he had taken
bribes. For he set many of his soldiers to complain aloud

of their want of provisions, and to demand money to buy
food, and to insist on being led into places proper for

winter quarters, since the places near the city were a desert,

because Antigonus' soldiers had looted everything, so he

' See Antiq. xiv. 13, § 9.

III. r
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was for removing the army, and endeavoured to march
away. But Herod pressed him not to depart, and exhorted

Silo's captains and soldiers not to desert him, as Augustus
and Antony and the senate had sent him there, for he would
provide them plenty of all the things they wanted, and
easily procure them a great abundance of what they re-

quired. After this entreaty he went immediately into the

country, and left not the least pretext to Silo for departure,

for he brought an unexpected quantity of provisions, and
sent to those friends of his who dwelt near Samaria, to

bring down com, and wine, and oil, and cattle, and aU
other provisions, to Jericho, that there might be a plen-

tiful supply for the soldiers for the time to come. Anti-

gonus got to know this, and sent at once all over the coun-
try such as might hinder, and lie in ambush for, those that

went out for provisions. And they obeyed the orders of

Antigonus, and got together a great number of armed men
in the neighbourhood of Jericho, and sat upon the mbuntains
on the look out for those that brought provisions. However,
Herod did not idly look on at their doing this, for he took
ten cohorts of soldiers, of whom five were composed of

Eomans, and five of Jews, and some mercenaries also, and
some few horsemen, and marched to Jericho ; and he found
the city deserted, but five hundred occupied the tops of the
hills with their wives and children, and these he took and
sent away ; but the Eomans fell upon the city and plun-
dered it, and found the houses full of all sorts of good
things. And the king left a garrison at Jericho, and re-

turned, and sent the Roman army to take their winter
quarters in the parts of the country that had come over to

him, as Judsea and Galilee and Samaria. And so much
did Antigonus gain of Silo for the bribes he gave him, that
part of the army should be quartered at Lydda,' to ]>lease

Antony. And the Romans now laid their weapons aside,

and lived in plenty.

§ 4. But Herod was not pleased with being inactive, but
despatched his brother Joseph against Idumaea with two
thousand armed foot, and four hundred horse, while he
himself went to Samaria, and left his mother and his other

' Lttdd.
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relations there, for they were already gone from Masada,
and set out for Galilee, to capture certain places which, were
held by the garrisons of Antigonus. And he reached
Sepphoris ' in a snow-storm, and as Antigonus' garrisons
had withdrawn, he had great plenty of provisions. He
also went thence, and resolved to destroy some robbers
that dwelt in the caves, and did much mischief in the
country, so he sent a troop of horse and three companies
of foot against them. They were very near to a village

called Arbela ;
^ and on the fortieth day he came up him-

self with his whole army ; and as the enemy sallied out
boldly against him, the left wing of his army gave way,
but he himself, coming up at the nick of time with a com-
pact body of men, put those to flight who were already
conquerors, and rallied his men that had fled away. He
also pressed hard upon his enemies, and pursued them as

far as the river Jordan, though they fled by different roads.

And he brought over to him all Galilee, excepting those

that dwelt in the caves, and distributed money to every

one of his soldiers, giving them a hundred and fifty

drachmae apiece, and much more to their commanders, and
sent them into winter quarters. Meantime Silo and the

commanders who were in winter quarters came to him,

because Antigonus would not give them provisions any
longer, for he supplied them for no more than one month.
Nay, he had sent to all the country round about, and
ordered them to carry off the provisions that were there,

and retire to the mountains, that the Romans might have

no provisions to live upon, and so might perish by famine.

But Herod committed the care of that matter to IPheroras,

his youngest brother, and ordered him to rebuild Alexan-

drium" also. And he quickly made the soldiers to abound
with great plenty of provisions, and rebuilt Alexandrium,

which had before been desolate.

§ 5. About the same time Antony continued some time

at Athens, and Ventidius, who was now in Syria, sum-
moned Silo against the Parthians, and commanded him
first to assist Herod to finish the present war, and then to

' Sefiirieh.
^ Irbid, on thf* hills west of the Sea of Galilee, and above Mejdel,

Magdala. ' Kefr Istiina.
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summon their allies to the war fchey were them.selves en-

gaged in. As for Herod, he went in haste against the

robbers that were in the caves, and sent Silo away to Ven-
tidius, while he himself marched against them. These
caves were in mountains' that were exceedingly steep, and
in the middle had precipitous entrances, and were sur-

rounded by sharp rocks, and the robbers lay concealed in

these caves with all their families about them. But the

king caused certain cases to be made bound about with
iron chains, and hung down by a mechanical contrivance

from the top of the mountain, it not being possible to get
up to them by reason of the sharp ascent of the mountain,
nor to creep down to them from above. Now these cases

were filled with armed men, who had long hooks in their

hands, by which they could pull out such as resisted them,
and then tumble them down the precipices, and kill them by
so doing. But the letting down the cases proved to be a
matter of great danger, because of the vast depth they were
to be let down ; and they had their provisions inside with
them. But when the cases were let down, and not one of

those in the mouths of the caves durst come near them, but
remained quiet from fear, one of the armed men girt on his

armour, and with both of his hands took hold of the chain
bv which the case was let down, and went into the mouth
of one of the caves, because he fretted that such delay was
made by the robbers not daring to come out. And when
he was at any of those mouths, he first killed many of
those that were in the mouths with his darts, and after-

wards pulled to him those that resisted with his hook, and
tumbled them down the precipices, and afterwards went
into the cave and killed many more, and then returned to
his case again, and lay still there ; and terror seized the
rest, when they heard the lamentations that were made, and
they despaired of escaping. However, when night came
on, that put an end to the whole work ; and, as the king
permitted it, many made overtures and delivered up them-
selves to him as his subjects. The same method of assault
was made use of the next day, when Herod's men went
further, and got out in baskets to them, and fought them

' The caves are in the precipitous rucks of the gorge thi-ough which
Wdd,y Hammdm runs down to the Plain of Gennesareth.
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at their doors, and threw fire in among them, and set
their caves on fire, for there was a great deal of wood
inside them. Now there was one old man who was shut
up in one of these caves with seven children and a wife,
and they prayed him to give them leave to go out and yield
themselves up to the enemy, but he stood at the cave's
mouth, and still slew that son of his who went out, till

he had killed them every one, and after that he slew his
wife, and cast their dead bodies down the precipices, and
himself after them, preferring death to slavery. But before
he did this, he greatly reproached Herod with the mean-
ness of his family, although Herod (who saw what he meant
to do) stretched out his hand, and offered him all manner
of security for his life. In this way all these caves were
at length subdued entirely.

§ 6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over these
parts of the country as his general, he went to Samaria,
with six hundred horse and three thousand foot, intending

to fight against Antigonus. But this command of the

army did not succeed well with Ptolemy, for those that had
been troublesome in Galilee before attacked him and slew

him ; and when they had done this, they fled to the marshes
and to places almost inaccessible, laying waste and plun-

dering all that part of the country. But Herod soon re-

turned, and punished them for what they had done ; for

some of those rebels he slew, and others of them (who had
fled to strongholds) he besieged, and both slew them and
demolished their strongholds : and when he had thus put

an end to their rebellion, he laid a fine upon the cities of a

hundred talents.

§ 7. Meantime as Pacorus had fallen in battle, and the

Parthians had been defeated, Ventidius sent Machseras to

the assistance of Herod, with two legions and a thousand

horsemen, at the instigation of Antony. But Machseras,

at the invitation of Antigonus, without the approbation of

Herod, being corrupted by money, went away as if to re-

connoitre Antigonus' position. But Antigonus, suspecting

the intention of his coming, did not admit him into the

city, but kept him at a distance by hurling stones at him
from slings, and so plainly showed what he himself meant.

And when Machseras was sensible that Herod had given
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him good ad-vice, and that he had made a mistake ia not
hearkening to it, he retired to the city of Emmaus ;

^ and
whatever Jews he met on the road, he slew, whether
they were enemies or friends, from the rage he was in at

the hardships he had undergone. The king was provoked
at this conduct of his, and went to Samaria, and resolved

to go to Antony about these affairs, and to inform him that

he stood in no need of such helpers, who did him more
harm than they did his enemies, and that he was able of

himself to beat Antigonus. But Machaeras followed him,
and begged that he would remain, or, if he was resolved to

go, that he would join his brother Joseph to them, and let

him fight against Antigonus. And he was reconciled to

Machseras upon his earnest entreaties ; and he left Joseph
there with his army, but charged him to run no hazards,

and not to quarrel with Machaeras.

§ 8. But he himself made haste to Antony (who was
then besieging Samosata,^ a place near the Euphrates),
with troops both of horse and foot who went to his aid.

And when he reached Antioeh, and found there a great
number of men got together, that were very desirous to go
to Antony, but durst not venture to go from fear, because
the barbarians fell upon them on the road,, and slew many,
he encouraged them, and became their conductor upon the
road. Now when they were within two days' march of Samo-
sata, the barbarians laid an ambush there for those who were
going to join Antony ; and where the woods made the passes
narrow to the plains, there they laid not a few of their cavalry,

who were to lie still until those who were to pass by had got
into a place where cavalry could manoeuvre. Now as soon
as their first ranks were gone by (for Herod brought up the
rear), those that lay in ambush, who were a.bout five hun-
dred, fell upon them on the sudden, and when they had
put the foremost of them to flight, the king came up riding
hard, with the forces that were with him, and immediately
drove back the enemy ; by which means he made the minds
of his own men courageous, and emboldened them to go on,
insomuch that those who ran away before now rallied,

and the barbarians were slain on all sides. The king
' Emmaus-Nicopolis, 'Amwus.
' Now SamscU, on the Euphrates above Birajik.
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also went on killing them, and recovered all the baggage
(among which were a great number of beasts of burden
and slaves) and proceeded on his march ; and whereas there
were a very great number of those in the woods that at-
tacked them, and were near the outlet into the plain, he
made a sally upon these also with a strong body of men,
and put them to flight, and slew many of uhem, and there-
by rendered the way safe for those that came after ; and
they called Herod their saviour and protector.

§ 9. And when he was near Samosata, Antony sent
out his army in aU their pomp to meet him, partly to pay
Herod this respect, partly as a reinforcement, for he had
heard of the attacks the barbarians had made upon him.
He also was very glad to see him, having been made ac-

quainted with the great actions he had performed upon the
road, and he entertained him very kindly, and could not
but admire his courage. Antony also embraced him as
soon as he saw him, and saluted him in a most affectionate

manner, and highly honoured him, as having himself lately

made him a king. And in a little time Antiochus delivered

up the fortress, and so the war was at an end ; so Antony
handed over the command to Sossius, and gave him orders
to assist Herod, and himself went to Egypt. And Sossius
sent two legions on to Judaea to the assistance of Herod, and
followed himself with the main body of his army.

§ 10. Now Joseph had been already slain in Judsea in

the following manner. He forgot the injunctions his brother
Herod had given him when he went to Antony ; and when
he had pitched his camp among the mountains, as Machseras
had lent him five regiments, he went hastily with them to

Jericho, in order to reap the corn in that district ; and as

the Eoman regiments were but newly raised, and were un-

skilled in war (for they were in great part collected out of

Syria) he was attacked by the enemy, and entangled on
difficult ground, and was himself slain fighting bravely,

and lost his whole army, for six regiments were cut

to pieces. And when Antigonus had got possession of

the dead bodies, he cut off Joseph's head, although

his brother Pheroras would have redeemed it for fifty

talents. After this defeat the Gralilseans revolted from
their commanders, and drowned those of Herod's party in
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the lake, and a groat part of Judaea became seditious ; but

Machseras fortified tke place Gittha.'

§ 11. Meantime messengers came to Herod, and in-

formed Mm of what had happened, and when he was come
to Daphne near Antioch, they told him of the ill fortune

that had befallen his brother ; which he had indeed ex-

pected from certain visions that appeared to him in his

dreams, which clearly foreshowed his brother's death. So
he hastened his march, and when he came to mount
Libanus, he took about eight hundred of the men of that

neighbourhood, having already with him also one Roman
legion, and went to Ptolemais. He also marched thence by
night with his army, and proceeded through Galilee. Here
the enemy met him, and fought him, and were beaten, and
shut up in the same fortress whence they had sallied out the

day before. So he attacked the place in the morning, but by
reason of a great storm that then broke out, he was able to

do nothing, but drew off his army into the neighbouring
villages ; but as soon as a second legion that Antony sent

him had come, those that were in garrison in the place

were afraid, and deserted it in the night-time. Then did

the king march hastily to Jericho, intending to avenge
himself on the enemy for the slaughter of his brother.

And when he had encamped there, he made a feast for the

principal people, and after this collation was over, he dis-

missed his guests, and retired to his own chamber. And
here one may see what kindness God had for the king, for

the upper part of the house fell down when nobody was in

it, and so killed nobody, insomuch that all the people be-

lieved that Herod was beloved of God, since he had escaped
such a great and surprising danger.

§ 12. But the next day six thousand of the enemy came
down from the tops of the mountains to fight, which
greatly terrified the Eomans ; and the soldiers that were
in light armour came near, and pelted the king's guards
who had come out with him with darts and stones, and one
of them hit the king himself on the side with a dart. Anti-
gonus also sent a commander whose name was Pappus, with
some forces against Samaria, being desirous to show the

' Apparently the Gittah-Hepher, or Gath-Heplier, of Josh. xix. 13,
and 2 Kings xiv. 25. Now el-Mesh-hed, three miles N.E. of Nazareth.
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enemy how strong he was, and that he had men to spare
in his war with them : while he himself sat down to oppose
Machseras. But Herod, when he had taken five cities, slew
those who were left in them, who were about two thou-
sand, and burnt the cities themselves, and then returned to
go against Paj^pus, who was encamped at a village called
Isanas ;

^ and there flocked to him many from Jericho and
Judaea, near to which places he was, and the enemy fell

upon his men, so confident were they, and joined battle
with them, but he beat them in the fight, and in order to

be revenged on them for the slaughter of his brother, he
pursued them hotly, and killed them as they ran away.
And as the houses were full of armed men, and many of
them fled to the tops of the houses, he got possession of

these, and puUed down the roofs of the houses, and saw
the rooms below full of soldiers that were caught all to-

gether. And they threw stones down upon them as they
lay piled one upon another, and so killed them : nor
was there a more frightful spectacle in all the war than
outside the walls, where an immense number of dead
bodies lay heaped upon one another. It was this action

which chiefly broke the spirits of the enemy, who looked
anxiously to the future. For there appeared a mighty
number of people that came from places far distant, that
were now about the village, but ran away ; and had it not
been that the depth of winter prevented them, the king's

army would have gone to Jerusalem, being very courageous
at this good success, and would have brought the whole
war to an end. For Antigonus was already on the qui

vive to flee away and leave the city.

§ 13. Then the king gave order that the soldiers should

go to supper (for it was late at night) while he himself went
into a chamber to have a bath (for he was very weary), and
here it was that he was in the greatest danger, which yet

by God's providence he escaped. For as he was naked,
and had but one servant with him as he was bathing in

an inner room, some of the enemy, who were in their

armour, and had fled there out of fear, were then in the

place ; and as he was bathiug, the first of them came out

' Possibly tlie Jeshanah of 2 Chron. xiii. 19 ; now 'Ain Sinia, in the

valley N. of Seiiiii, Bethel.
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with his sword drawn, and went out at the doors, and
after him a second and a third, armed in like manner, and
were in such consternation that they did no hurt to the

king, and thought themselves to have come off very well

in suffering no harm themselves, but getting safe out of the

house. On the next day Herod cut off the head of

Pappus (for he was already slain) and sent it to Pheroras,

in revenge for what their brother had suffered at his hands,

for he had slain him with his own hand.

§ 14. When the winter was over, Herod removed his

army, and came near to Jerusalem, and pitched his camp
hard by that city. Now this was the third year since he
had been made king at Eome. And as he removed his

camp, and came near that part of the wall where it could
be most easily assaulted, he pitched his camp before the

temple, intending to make his attacks in the same manner
as Pompey had done formerly. So he threw up three bul-

warks round the place, and erected towers, and employed a

great many hands in the work, and cut down the trees

that were round about. And when he had appointed

proper persons to oversee the works, while the army still

lay before the city, he himself went to Samaria to marry
Mariamne, the daughter of Alexander (the son of Aristo-

bulus), to whom he was already betrothed, as I have before

related.

CHAP. XVI.

How Herod, when he had married Mariamne, took Jerusalem,

with the Assistance of Sossiws, hy Force, and how the Reign

of the Asamonceans was put an end to.

§1-
AFTER the wedding was over, came Sossius throiigh

Phuenicia, having sent on his army before him through
the interior of the country. The commander also followed
himself with a great number of horse and foot. The king
also himself came from Samaria,' and brought with him

' SebusHek.
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no small army, besides that which had been there long
before, for they were about thirty thousand : and they all

mustered together at the walls of Jerusalem, and encamped
near the north wall of the city, being now an army of eleven
legions of foot, and six thousand horse, besides reinforce-

ments from Syria. The generals were two, Sossius sent by
Antony to assist Herod, and Herod on his own account, in

order to take the government from Antigonus (who was
declared an enemy to Eome) and that he might himself
be king according to the decree of the senate.

§ 2. Now the Jews that were enclosed within the walls

of the city fought against Herod with great energy and
zeal (for the whole nation was gathered together) ; they
also gave out many prophecies about the temple, and fore-

told many things agreeable to the people, as if God would
deliver them out of the dangers they were in ; they had also

carried off whatever they could that was outside the city,

that they might not leave anything to afford sustenance

either to men or beasts, and by private robberies they made
the want of necessaries greater. When Herod observed

this, he set ambushes in the fittest places against their

private robberies, and sent legions of armed men to bring

in provisions, and that from remote places, so that in a httle

time they had great plenty of necessaries. Now the three

bulwarks were easily erected, because so many hands were
continually at work upon them ; for it was summer time,

and there was nothing to hinder their erection, either from
the atmosphere or from the workmen : so they brought
their engines to bear, and shook the walls of the city, and
tried all manner of ways to get in. However, they did not

terrify those within, but they also contrived not a few
engines to oppose their engines with. They also sallied

out, and burnt not only those engines that were not com-

pleted, but those that were ; and when they fought hand to

hand, their daring was not less bold than that of the

Romans, though they were behind them in skill. They
also erected new works when the former ones were de-

molished, and making mines underground, met each other

in battle there ; and in reckless daring rather than pru-

dence, they persisted in this war to the very last : and that

though a mighty army lay round them, and they were dis-
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-tressed by famine and want of necessaries, for it happened
to be a sabbatic year. The first that scaled the walls

were twenty picked men, the next were Sossius's centu-

rions, for the first wall was taken in forty days, and the

second in fifteen more, when some of the porticoes that were

round the temple were burnt, which Herod alleged were

burnt by Antigonus, in order to expose him to the hatred

of the Jews. And when the outer court of the temj^le and
the lower part of the city were taken, the Jews fled into

the inner court of the temple and into the upper part of

the city : but fearing that the Romans would hinder them
from offering their daily sacrifices to G-od, they sent an
embassage, and begged that they would permit them only

to bring in beasts for sacrifices, which Herod granted,

hoping they were going to yield ; but when he saw that

they did nothing of what he expected, but bitterly ojiposed

him, in order to preserve the kingdom to Antigoniis, he

made an assault on the city, and took it by storm. And
at once all parts of it were full of those that were slain by
the rage of the Romans at the long duration of the siege,

and by the zeal of the Jews that were on Herod's side,

who were not willing to leave one of their adversaries

alive. So they were murdered continually in the narrow
streets and in the houses by crowds, and as they were

fleeing to the temple for shelter, and there was no pity

taken either of infants or the aged, nor did they spare so

much as the weaker sex ; nay, although the king sent

roimd, and besought them to spare the people, yet none

restrained their hand from slaughter, but, as if they were

a company of madmen, they fell upon persons of all ages

without distinction. At last Antigonus, without regard to

either his past or present circumstances, came down from
the citadel, and fell down at the feet of Sossius, who took

no pity on him in this change of fortune, but insulted

him beyond measure, and called him Antigone [i.e., a
woman and not a man] ; however, he did not treat him as

if he were a woman by letting him go free, but put him
into bonds and kept him in close custody.

§ 3. And now Herod, having overcome his enemies, had
to cheek those foreigners who had been his allies, for the

crowd of strangers rushed to see the temple and the sacred
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things in the sanctuary. But the king thinking victory a
more severe affliction than defeat, if any of those things
which it was not lawful to see should he seen by them,
used entreaties and threatenings, and sometimes even force
itself, to restrain them. He also stopped the plundering
that was going on in the city, and many times asked
Sossius, whether the Romans would empty the city both of
money and men, and leave him king of a desert ? and told

him, that he esteemed the dominion over the whole world
as by no means an equivalent for such a wholesale murder
of his citizens ; and when Sossius said, that this plunder
was justly permitted the soldiers in return for the siege

they had undergone, he repUed, that he would give every
one a reward out of his own money, and so he redeemed
what remained of the city from destruction. And he per-

formed what he promised, for he gave a handsome i^resent

to every soldier, and proportionably to their commanders,
and a most royal present to Sossius himself, so that all

went awa}' with plenty of money.

§ 4. This destruction befell the city of Jerusalem when
Marcus Agrippa and Caninus GaUus were consuls at Rome,
in the hundred and eighty-fifth Olympiad,' in the third

month, on the solemn fast day, as if a cycle of calamity had
come round since that which befell the Jews under Pompey,
for the Jews were taken by Sossius on the same day twenty-

seven years after. And when Sossius had dedicated a

crown of gold to God, he marched away from Jerusalem,

taking Antigonus with him in bonds to Antony. But
Herod was afraid that Antigonus would be kept in bonds
and carried to Rome by Antony, and might get his cause

heard by the senate, and might show, as he was himself of

the royal blood, and Herod but a private man, that it be-

longed to his sons to have the kingdom, on account of

their famUy, if he had himself offended the Romans by
what he had done. Herod fearing this, by giving Antony
a great deal of money, persuaded him to have Antigonus
slain, which being done, he was free from fear. And thus

did the reign of the Asamonseans cease, a hundred and
twenty-six years after it was first set up. This family

' In B.C. 37.
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was a splendid and an illustrious one, not only on account

of the nobility of its stock and the dignity of the high

priesthood, but also for the glorious actions its ancestors

had performed for our nation. However they lost the

kingdom by their dissensions with one another, and it was

transferred to Herod the son of Antipater, who was of a

common family, and of private extraction, and a subject

of the kings. And this is what history tells us of the end

of the Asamonaean family.

BOOK XV.

CONTAINING THE INTEEVAL OP EIGHTEEN TEARS. PKOM
THE DEATH OF ANTIGONUS TO THE FINISHING OF THE

TEMPLE BT HEEOD.

CHAP. I.

Concerning Pollio and Sameas. Herod slays the prinrApal

of Antigonus' Friends, and spoils the City of its Wealth.

Antony beheads Antigonus.

§1-

HOW Sossius and Herod took Jerusalem by storm, and
how they also took Antigonus captive, has been re-

lated by me in the previous book. I shall now proceed

in the narrative. Since Herod had now the government

of all Judaea put into his hands, he promoted such of

the private men in the city as had been of his party,

but never left off punishing and revenging himself every

day on those that had chosen the party of his enemies.

But Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas a disciple of Pollio,

were honoured by him above all the rest, because when
Jerusalem was besieged, they had advised the citizens to

receive Herod, for which advice they were well requited.

Now this Sameas, at the time when Herod was once upon
his trial of life and death, foretold Hyrcanus and the other
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judges reproachingly that this Herod, if they suffered him
to escape, would afterwards avenge himself on them all.

This prediction had its fulfilment in time, when God made
good the words Sameas had spoken.

§ 2. At this time Herod, now that he had got Jerusalem
in his power, carried off all the royal ornaments, and also

spoiled the wealthy men of what they had got, and when
he had heaped together by these means a great quantity of

silver and gold, he gave it all to Antony and his friends

that were about him. He also put to death forty-five of the

principal men of Antigonus' party, and set guards at the

gates of the city, that nothing might be carried out with their

dead bodies. They also searched the dead, and whatever was
found on them, either silver or gold or other treasure, was
carried to the king. Nor was there any end of the miseries

he brought upon them, and this distress was partly occa-

sioned by Herod's own covetousness, who was still in want
of more, and partly by the sabbatic year, which was on,

which forced the country to lie uncultivated, since we are

forbidden to sow the land in that year. Now when Antony
had received Antigonus as his captive, he had determined

to keep him in bonds tUl his triumph ; but when he heard

that the nation was growing rebellious, and that they con-

tinued to bear good-will to Antigonus, because of their

hatred to Herod, he resolved to behead him at Antioch, for

otherwise the Jews could no way be brought to be quiet.

And Strabo of Cappadocia' bears out what I have said,

where he speaks as follows. "Antony ordered Antigonus

the Jew to he brought to Antioch, and there beheaded him :

and this Antony seems to me to have been the first of the

Eomans that beheaded a king, supposing he could in no

other way bend the minds of the Jews to receive Herod,

whom he had made king in his stead ; for by no tor-

ments could they be forced to call him king, so great a

fondness had they for their former king. So he thought

that this dishonourable death would diminish the value

they had for Antigonus' memory, and at the same time

would dimish the hatred they bore to Herod." Thus far

Strabo.

^ Strabo was born at Amasia, iu Fontus.
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CHAP II.

How Hyrcanus was set at liberty by the Parthians, and re-

turned to Herod, and lohat Alexandra did when she heard
that Ananelus was made High Priest.

NOW after Herod got possession of the kingdom, Hyr-
canus the high priest (who was then a captive among

the Parthians) hearing of it rettirned to him, being set free

from his captivity in the following manner. Barzaphames
and Pacorus, the generals of the Parthians, took Hyrcanus,
who was first made high priest and afterwards king, and
Herod's brother Phasaelus, captives, and intended to carry

them away into Parthia. Phasaelus, indeed, could not
bear the reproach of being in bonds, and thinking that
death with glory was better than any life whatever, com-
mitted suicide, as I have formerly related.

§ 2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia, the
king Phraates treated him in a very kind manner, having
already learned of what an illustrious family he was ; on
which account he set him free from his bonds, and allowed
him to dwell at Babylon,' where there was a quantity
of Jews. These Jews honoured Hyrcanus as their high
priest and king, as did all the Jewish nation that dwelt
as far as the Euphrates ; which was very much to his

satisfaction. But when he was informed that Herod had
received the kingdom, new hopes came upon him as having
been himself from the beginning of a kind disposition

towards him, and he expected that Herod would bear in
mind the favour he had received from him when he was
upon his trial, for when he ran risk of a capital sentence
being pronounced against him, he delivered him from

^ The city here called Babylon by Josephus, seems to be one which
was built by some of the Seleucidae upon the Tigris, wlxioh long after
the Htter desolation of Old Babylon was commonly so called, and I sup-
pose not far from Seleucia; just as the latter adjoining city Bagdat
has been often called by the same old name of Babylon to this very
day.—W.
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that risk and from all punisliinent. Accordingly, he
talked of that matter with the Jews who often came to him
from their great affection to him. But they endeavoured

to retaia him among them, and desired that he would
stay with them, reminding him of the services and honours
they had done him, and that those honours they paid him
were not at all inferior to what they could pay to either

their high priests or their kings ; and what was a greater

motive to determine him, they argued, was this, that he

could not have those dignities [in Judaea] because of that

mutilation on his body, which had been inflicted on him by
Antigonus. They said also that kings did not usually re-

quite men for those kindnesses which they received when
they were private persons, the height of their fortune pro-

ducing usually no small change in them.

§ 3. Now although they suggested these arguments to

him for his own advantage, yet did Hyrcanus still desire

to depart. Herod also wrote to him, and begged him to

ask Phraates and the Jews that were there not to

grudge him the royal authority, which he should have

jointly with himself, for now was the proper time to make
him a return for the favours he had received from him,

having been brought up by him, and saved alive by him
also, and for Hyrcanus to receive it. As he wrote thus to

Hyrcanus, so did he also send his ambassador Saramallas to

Phraates with many presents, and begged him in the most
obliging way to be no hindrance to his gratitude towards

his benefactor. But this zeal of Herod's did not flow from

the principle of gratitude, but because he had been made
king of Judaea without having any just claim to that posi-

tion, he was afraid, and that upon reasons good enough, of

a change in his condition, and so was anxious to get Hyr-

canus into his power, or indeed to put him quite out of the

way : which last thing he compassed eventually.

§ 4. However, when Hyrcanus came fuU of assurance,

on the permission of the king of Parthia, and at the

expense of the Jews who supplied him vrith money, Herod

received him with all possible respect, and gave him the

upper place at public meetings, and set him above all the

rest at feasts, and thereby deceived him, calling him father,

and endeavouring in all possible ways that he might have
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no suspicion of any treacherous design against him. He
also did other things, in order to secure his power, which
occasioned strife in his own family ; for being wary
how he made any illustrious person the high priest of

God, he sent for an obscure priest from Babylon, whose
name was Anauelus, and bestowed the high priesthood

upon him.

§ 5. Now Alexandra the daughter of Hyrcanus, and wife

of Alexander (the son of king Aristobulus), who had chil-

dren by Alexander, could not from the first bear this out-

rage. Her son was of the greatest comeliness, and was
called Aristobulus ; and her daughter, Mariamne, married
to Herod, was eminent for her beauty also. Alexandra
was much disturbed, and took this indignity offered to her
son exceedingly ill, that while he was alive, any foreigner

should have the dignity of the high priesthood conferred

upon him. So she wrote to Cleopatra (a musician assist-

ing her in taking care to have her letter transmitted) to

desire her intercession with Antony, in order to gain the

high priesthood for her son.

§ 6. But as Antony was slow in granting this request,

his friend DelUus who came into Judaea upon some affairs,

when he saw Aristobulus, marvelled at the tallness and
handsomeness of the lad, and no less at Mariamne the
king's wife, and was open in his commendations of Alex-
andra, as the mother of most beautiful children. And when
she had a conversation with him, he urged her to get pic-

tures drawn of them both, and to send them to Antony, for

he said Antony, when he saw them, would deny her nothing
that she should ask. And Alexandra was elated with these
words of his, and sent their pictures to Antony. Dellius also

talked extravagantly, and said, that those children seemed
not derived from men, but from some god or other. His
design in doing so was to entice Antony iuto lewd pleasures
with them, who was ashamed to send for the damsel, as
being the wife of Herod, and avoided it also because of the
reproaches he would have from Cleopatra on that account,
but he sent in the most decent manner he could for the
young man, adding withal, " Unless it would give offence."

When this letter was brought to Herod, he did not think
it safe for him to send one so handsome as Aristobulus
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was, in the prime of his life (for he was but sixteen

years of age) and of so noble a family, and particularly to

Antony, the principal man among the Romans, and one
that would abuse him in his amours, being a man that
openly indulged himself in pleasure (as his power allowed
him) without control. He therefore wrote back to him,
that if the lad should only go out of the country, all would
be in a state of war and uproar, because the Jews were in

hopes of a change in the government, and of having another
king over them.

§ 7. When Herod had thus excused himself to Antony,
he resolved that he would not leave either the lad or Alex-

andra entirely without honour, and his wife Mariamne was
vehemently at him to restore the high priesthood to her

brother, and he judged it was for his advantage so to do,

because, if he once had that dignity, he could not go out

of the country. So he called all his friends together, and
brought many charges against Alexandra, and said that

she had privately conspired against his royal authority, and
had endeavoured by means of Cleopatra so to bring it about

that he might be deprived of the government, and that by
Antony's means Aristobulus might have the management of

public affairs in his stead, and that this wish of hers was
unjust, since she would at the same time deprive her

daughter of the dignity she now had, and would bring dis-

turbances upon the kingdom, for which he had taken a

great deal of pains, and had got it by undergoing extraor-

dinary dangers. He said also that, though he weU remem-
bered her wicked practices, he would not leave off doing

what was right himself, but would even now give the youth

the high priesthood, and that he had formerly set up Aiiane-

lus, only because Aristobulus was then so very young a boy.

Now when he had said this, not at random, but (as he

meant) most advisedly, in order to deceive the women and
those friends whom he had taken into consultation, Alex-

andra, from the great joy she had at this unexpected

promise, and from fear at the suspicions she lay under,

fell a-weeping, and made the following apology for herself.

She said, that as to the high priesthood, she was very

much concerned at the slight put on her son, and so used

her utmost endeavours to procure it for him, but that as to
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the kingdom she had made no attempts, and if it were
offered her she would not accept it, for now she had enough
honour, and as Herod himself occupied the throne, she had
thereby security from his exceptional ability in governing

for all her family. She added that she was now overcome

by his benefits, and thankfully accepted the honour for her

son, and would hereafter be entirely obedient ; and she de-

sired him to excuse her, if the nobility of her family and
her freespokenness had made her act too precipitately from
her indignation. When they had spoken thus to one

another, they came to a mutual understanding, and all sus-

picion, as far as appearances went, vanished away.

CHAP. ni.

Mow Herod, upon his making Aristohulus High Priest, took

care that he should be murdered in a little time : and what
apology he made to Antony about Aristobulus ; as also

concerning Joseph and Mariamne.

. §
1-

SO king Herod immediately took the high priesthood
away from Ananelus, who, as I said before, was not a

native of our country, but was descended from one of those
Jews that had been carried captive beyond the Euphrates.
For not a few myriads of our people had been carried

away captive, and dwelt in Babylonia, whence Ananelus
came, who was of the stock of the high priests, and had
been of old a particular friend of Herod ; who when he was
first made king, conferred that dignity upon him, and now
took it away from him again, in order to quiet the troubles
in his family, though what he did was plainly unlawful. For
at no period had any one that had once been in that dignity
been deprived of it, till Antiochus Epiphanes first broke the
law, and deprived Jesus, and made his brother Onias high
priest in his stead. Aiistobulus was the second that did
so, and took that dignity from his brother Hyrcanus : and
Herod was the third, who took that high office away [from
Ananelus], and gave it to the lad Aristobulus in his stead.
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§ 2. And now Herod seemed to have healed the divisions
in his family

;
yet was he not without suspicion, as is fre-

quently the case after an apparent reconciliation, for he
thought that, as Alexandra had already made attempts
tending to innovation, he had reason to fear that she would
go on therein, if she found a fit opportunity for so doing.
So he ordered her to dwell in the palace, and meddle with
no public affairs: her guards also watched her so, that
nothing she did in private life every day was concealed. All
this put her out of patience, hy little and little, and she
began to hate Herod. For as she had the pride of a
woman to the utmost degree, she had great indignation at

this suspicious guard that was about her, being desirous

rather to undergo anything that could befall her than to

be deprived of her liberty of speech, and, under the specious

pomp of a guard of honour, to live in a state of slavery and
terror. She therefore sent to Cleopatra, and made a long
complaint of the circumstances she was in, and entreated

her to do her utmost for her assistance. Cleopatra there-

upon advised her to take her son with her, and escape

immediately to her into Egypt. This advice pleased her,

and she planned the following contrivance for getting

away : she got two coflBns made, as if they were to carry

away two dead bodies, and put herself into one, and her

son into the other, and gave orders to such of her servants

as knew of her intentions to carry them away in the night-

time. Now their road thence lay to the sea-side, and there

was a ship ready to carry them into Egypt. Now ^sop,
one of her servants, happened to fall in with Sabbion, one

of her friends, and spoke of this matter to him, thinking

he already knew of it. When Sabbion got to know this,

(who had formerly been an enemy of Herod, and been

esteemed one of those that had plotted against and given

the poison to Antipater,) he expected that this discovery

would change Herod's hatred into kindness, so he told the

king of this stratagem of Alexandra. And he suffered her

to proceed to the execution of her project, and caught her

in the very act of flight, but still passed by her offence

:

for though he had a great mind to do so, he durst not

inflict any severe treatment upon her (for he knew that

Cleopatra would not bear that he should have her accused,
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on account of her hatred to him), but made believe that it

was rather his generosity of soul, and great moderation,

that made him forgive her and her son. However, he fully

determined to put the young man out of the way, by one

means or other ; but he thought he would probably evade

notice in doing so, if he did not do it quickly, or imme-
diately after what had just happened.

§ 3. So upon the approach of the feast of Tabernacles

(which is a festival very much observed among us) he let

those days pass over, and both he and the rest of the

people were very merry therein. Nevertheless the envy
which at this time arose in him, caused him to make haste

to do what he was about, and provoked him to do it. For
when the youth Aristobulus, who was now in the seventeenth

year of his age, went up to the altar, to offer the sacrifices

according to the law, and that in the dress of the high
priest, as he performed the sacred of&ces, he seemed to be
exceeding comely, and taller than men of his age usually

were, and to exhibit ia his countenance a great deal of the

high family he was sprung from, and a warm zeal and
affection towards him appeared among the people, and the

memory of the actions of his grandfather Aristobulus evi-

dently came to their minds. And their affections got so far

the mastery of them, that they could not conceal their

feelings. They at once rejoiced and grieved, and mingled
with good wishes the joyful acclamations which they made
to him, till the good-will of the multitude was made too

evident, and they proclaimed the happiness they had re-

ceived from his family more rashly than it was fit under a
monarchy to do. In consequence of all this Herod resolved

to carry out his intention agarast the young man. When,
therefore, the festival was over, and he was feasting at

Jericho with Alexandra, who entertained him there, he was
verypleasant with the young man, and drewhim into a lonely
place, and at the same time played with him in a juvenile

and ludicrous manner. Now the temperature of that place
was hotter than ordinary ; so they soon went out en masse
from languor, and as they stood by the fish ponds, of which
there were several large ones about the house, they pro-

ceeded to cool themselves [by bathing], because it was the
noon of a very hot day. At first they were only spectators
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of Herod's servants and acquaintances as they were swim-
ming, but after a while, the young man, at the suggestion
of Herod, went into the water among them, while such of
Herod's acquaintances as he had appointed to do so ducked
him, as he was swimming, and plunged him under water,
as the darkness came on, as if it was in sport only, nor did
they desist till he was entirely suffocated. And thus was
Aristobulus murdered, having lived no more in all than
eighteen years, and had the high priesthood one year only,

and Ananelus now got back the high priesthood again.

§ 4. When what had happened was told the women,
their joy was soon changed to lamentation at the sight of the
dead body that lay before them, and their sorrow was im-
moderate. The city also on the spreading of this news
was in very great grief, every family looking on this

calamity as if it belonged not to another, but one of them-
selves had died. But Alexandra was more deeply affected,

upon her knowledge of her son's death. Her sorrow was
greater than that of others, by her knowing how the

murder was committed, but she was under a necessity of

bearing up under it, from the prospect of greater mischief

that might otherwise follow. Indeed she often thought of

killing herself with her own hands, but still she restrained

herself, in hopes she might live long enough to revenge the

unjust murder thus ingeniously committed ; nay, she

further resolved to endeavour to live longer, and to give

no occasion to let it be thought she suspected her son was
slain on purpose, and supposed that she might thereby be

in a position to revenge it at a fit opportunity. Thus
did she restrain herself, that she might not be thought to

entertain any such suspicion. And Herod plausibly con-

trived that none abroad should believe that the lad's death

was caused by malice prepense, so he not only used the

ordinary signs of sorrow, but shed tears also, and exhibited a

real confusion of soul : and perhaps his emotions overcame

him, when he saw the lad's countenance, so young and so

beautiful, although his death was supposed to tend to his

own security ; so far at least this grief served as to make
some apology for him. Moreover he took care that his

funeral should be very magnificent, by making great pre-

paration for a sepulchre to lay his body in, and by provid-
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ing a great quantity of spices, and by burying many orna-

ments with bim, till the very women, wbo were in such

deep sorrow, were astonished at his conduct, and received

in this way some consolation.

§ 5. However, no such things could overcome Alexan-

dra's grief, but the remembrance of this tragedy made
her sorrow both deep and obstinate. And she wrote an
account of Herod's treacherous behaviour to Cleopatra,

and how her son was murdered ; and Cleopatra, who had
even formerly been desirous to give her what satisfaction

she could, commiserating Alexandra's misfortunes, made
the case her own, and would not let Antony be quiet, but
egged him on to punish the lad's murder ; for she said it

was an unworthy thing that Herod, who had been made
king by him of a kingdom that no way belonged to him,

should be guilty of such horrid crimes against those that

were the kings de jure. Antony was persuaded by these

arguments, and when he went to Laodicea, he sent and
commanded Herod to come and make his defence as to

what he had done to Aristobulus, for he said that such a

treacherous design was not well done, if he had any hand
in it. Herod was now afraid both of this charge, and of

Cleopatra's ill-will to him, which was such, that she was
ever endeavouring to make Antony hate him. He, there-

fore, determined to obey his summons, for he had no
possible way to avoid it : and he left his uncle Joseph regent

and at the head of public affairs, and gave him a private

charge, that if Antony should kill him, he also should

kill Mariamne immediately ; for he said he had a tender

affection for his wife, and was afraid of the injury that

would be offered him, if, after his death, she, for her
beauty, should be courted by some other man. But his

intimation was nothing but this at bottom, that Antony
had fallen in love with her because he had formerly
casually heard of her beauty. And when Herod had
given Joseph this charge, and had, Ladeed, no sure hopes
of escaping with his life, he set out for Antony.

§ 6. Now as Joseph administered the public affairs of

the kingdom, and for that reason was very frequently with
Mariamne, both because his business required it, and be-

cause of the respect he ought to pay to the queen, he fre-
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quently fell into discourse about Herod's great love and
affection towards her. And when the women, and es-

pecially Alexandra, rallied him on his words in feminine
manner, Joseph was so over desirous to show the king's state

of mind, that he proceeded so far as to mention the charge
he had received, and thence drew his proof that Herod
was not able to Uve without her, for if he should come to

an ill end, he could not endure a separation from her,

even after he was dead. Thus spoke Joseph. But the
women, as was natural, did not take this to be a proof of

Herod's strong affection for them, but of his savageness,

that they could not escape destruction, nor a tyrannical

death, even when he was dead himself, so that this com-
munication made them entertain grave suspicion of Herod.

§ 7. Meantime a report went about the city of Jerusa-

lem, set in motion by Herod's enemies, that Antony had
tortured Herod and had him put to death. This report,

as was natural, agitated those that were in the palace,

but chiefly the women. And Alexandra endeavoured to

persuade Joseph to go oat of the palace, and flee to the

ensigns of the Roman legion, which then lay encamped
about the city as a guard to the kingdom, under the com-
mand of Julius ; for so, if any disturbance should happen
in the palace, they would be in greater security, having

the Romans favourable to them ; they hoped also to obtain

the highest authority, if Antony did but once see Mariamne,
by whose means they might recover the kingdom, and want
nothing which it was natui-al for them to hope for because

of their royal extraction.

§ 8. But as they were in the midst of these deliberations,

a letter arrived from Herod about all his affairs, and
proved contrary to the report, and to what they had an-

ticipated. For when he was come to Antony, he soon re-

covered his interest with him, through the presents he had
brought for him from Jerusalem, and soon induced him

,

upon conversing with him, to leave off his indignation at

him, so that Cleopatra's words had less force than the

arguments and presents he brought to regain his friend-

ship. And Antony said that it was not good to require

an account of a king as to the management of his kingdom,

for at this rate he could be no king at all, but those who
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had given him that authority ought to permit him to

make use of it. He also said the same to Cleopatra, and
told her that it would be best for her not to inquire too

closely into the acts of princes. Herod wrote home an
account of all this, and enlarged upon the other honours
which he received from Antony, how he sat by him on the

judgment seat, and feasted with him every day, and enjoyed
those favours from him, notwithstanding the calumnies of

Cleopatra, who having a great desire for his country, and
earnestly entreating Antony that the kingdom might be
given to her, laboured with the utmost diligence to get him
out of the way. He added that he still found Antony just to

him, and had no longer any apprehensions of harsh treat-

ment from him ; and that he should soon return, with a
firmer assurance of his favour to him in his reign and
management of public affairs ; and that there was no
longer any hope for Cleopatra's cupidity, as Antony had
given her Ccele-Syria instead of what she desired, by
which means he had at once pacified her, and got rid of

the entreaties which she made to him for Judaea to be
bestowed upon her.

§ 9. When this letter was brought, the women abandoned
their project of fleeing to the Romans, when Herod was
supposed to be dead, yet was not that purpose of theirs a
secret ; for when the king had conducted Antony on his

way against the Parthians, he returned to Judsea, where
both his sister Salome and his mother informed him at

once of Alexandra's intentions. Salome also added further

the calumny against her own husband Joseph that he had
often had criminal connexion with Mariamne. The reason
of her saying so was this, that she had for a long time borne
her ill-will, for when they had had disputes with one
another, Mariamne had with too much pride reproached her
and her mother with the meanness of their birth. But
Herod, whose affection to Mariamne was always very warm,
was at once greatly agitated at this, and could not bear his

torments of jealousy, but was restrained from doing any
rash thing to her by the love he had for her, yet did his
vehement affection and jealousy together make him ques-
tion Mariamne by herself about this charge in connection

with Joseph. And she denied it upon her oath, and said all
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that an innocent woman could possibly say in her own
defence, so that by little and little the king was prevailed
upon to drop his suspicion, and left ofl: his anger at her; and
being overcome with his passion for his wife, he made an
apology to her for having seemed to believe what he had
heard about her, and made her many acknowledgments of

her modest behaviour, and confessed the great affection

and love he had for her, till at last, as is usual with
lovers, they both fell into tears, and embraced one another
with the most tender affection. But as the king gave
more and more assurances of his belief in her fidelity,

and endeavoured to draw her to a like confidence iu him,
Mariamne said, " The command thou gavest, that if any
harm came to thee from Antony, I, who had been no oc-

casion of it, should perish with thee, was no sign of thy
love to me." When these words had fallen from her, the

king was in a violent rage, and at once let her go out of

his arms, and cried out, and tore his hair with his hands,

and said that now he had a clear proof that Joseph had
had criminal connexion with her, for he would never have
uttered what he had been privately told, unless there had
been great familiarity and mutual understanding between
them. And while he was in this passion he had liked to have
kUled his wife, but being overcome by his love for her, he
restrained this impulse, though not without lasting grief

and disorder of mind. However, he gave orders to slay

Joseph, without permitting him to come into his sight

;

and as for Alexandra, he had her kept in custody, as the

cause of all this mischief.

CHAP. rv.

Hotv Cleopatra, when she had got from Antony some parts of

Judcea and Arabia, came into Judcea ; and how Herod
gave her many Presents, and conducted her on her way
back to Egypt.

§1-

NOW at this time the affairs of Syria were in confusion

owing to Cleopatra's constantly urging Antony to

make an attempt upon everybody's dominions. For she
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kept urging him to take their dominions awaj from the
several princes, and bestow them upon her ; and she had
a mighty influence upon him, because of his passion for

her. She was also by nature very covetous, and stuck at

no wickedness. She had already poisoned her brother,

because she knew that he would be king, when he was but
fifteen years old; and she got her sister Arsinoe to be
slain, by means of Antony, when she was a suppliant at

Diana's temple at Ephesus. Indeed if there were but any
hopes of getting money, she would violate both temples
and sepulchres, nor was there any holy place, that was
esteemed the most inviolable, from which she would not
strip the ornaments it had in it ; nor any place so profane,

but would suffer the most flagitious treatment possible

from her, if it could but contribute somewhat to the
covetous humour of this abandoned creature. Yet did not
all this suffice so extravagant a woman, who was a slave

to her lusts, but she still imagined that she wanted every-

thing she could think of, and did her utmost to gain it

;

for which reason she was ever egging Antony on to de-

prive others of their dominions, and give them to her.

And as she went over Syria with him, she purposed getting

it into her possession ; so she slew Lysanias, the son of

Ptolemy, accusing him of bringing the Parthians into

those parts. She also petitioned Antony to give her
Judaea and Arabia, and desired him to take those countries

away from their present Irings. As for Antony, he was so

entirely enthralled by the woman, that one would not think
her intimacy with him only could do it, but that he was
some way or other bewitched to do whatever she would
have him

;
yet did her injustice when manifest make him

so ashamed, that he would not always hearken to her, to

do those flagrant enormities she would urge him to. That
therefore he might not either totally deny her, or, by
doing everything which she enjoined him, appear openly
to be an unjust man, he took some parts only of each of
those countries away from their rulers, and gave them to
her. Thus he gave her the cities that were on this side

the river Eleutherus' as far as Egypt, except Tyre and

' The Nahr el-Kebir, north of Tripolis.
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Sidon, which he knew to have been free cities from their
ancestors, although she pressed him very often to bestow
those on her also.

§ 2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and had
accompanied Antony in his expedition to Armenia as far as
the Euphrates, she returned back, and came to Apamea^
and Damascus, and passed on to Judaea, where Herod
met her, and hired from her those parts of Arabia that had
been given to her, and those revenues that came to her
from the region about Jericho. This country bears that
balsam, which is the most precious thing that is there, and
grows there alone, and also palm-trees, both numerous
and excellent. When she was there, she was very often
with Herod, and endeavoured to have criminal intercourse
with him, nor did she afEect secrecy in the indulgence of
such sort of pleasures ; and perhaps she had some pas-
sion for him, or rather (as is more probable) she laid a,

treacherous snare for him if adulterous intercourse with
him resulted ; however, upon the whole, she seemed over-

come with love for him. Now Herod had a long while
borne no good-will to Cleopatra, knowing that she was a
woman troublesome to everybody, and at this time he
thought her particularly worthy of hatred, if her attempt
proceeded from lust ; he also thought of preventing her
intrigues, if such were her motives, by putting her to

death. And he refused to comply with her proposals,

and called a council of his friends to consult with them,
whether he should not kill her, now he had her in his

power ? for he would thereby deUver from a multitude of

evils all those to whom she was already troublesome, and
was expected to be so also for the time to come ; and this

very thing would be much for the advantage of Antony
himself, since she would certainly not be faithful to

him, if any conjuncture or necessity should make him
stand in need of her fidelity. But when he thought of

this, his friends would not hear of it, but told him in the

first place that it was not right to attempt so great a thing,

and run himseK thereby into the plainest danger ; and they
urged and begged of him to undertake nothing rashly, for

' Kal'at el-Medyk.
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Antony would never stand it, no, not though any one

should evidently lay before his eyes that it was for his own
advantage ; and that the idea of having lost her by this

violent and treacherous method, would probably set his

affections more in a flame than before. Nor did it appear

that Herod could offer any thing of tolerable weight in

his defence, this attempt being against a woman of the

highest dignity of any of her sex at that time in the

world ; and as to any advantage to be expected from such

an undertaking, if any such could be supposed in this case,

it would appear to deserve condemnation on account of the

insolence of carrying it out. These considerations made
it very plain that in so doing he would find his reign filled

with great and lasting mischiefs both to himself and his

posterity, whereas it was still in his power to reject the

wickedness she wanted to persuade him to, and to come
off honourably at the same time. By thus frightening

Herod, and representing to him the hazard he would, in

all probability, run by this undertaking, they restrained

him from it. So he paid court to Cleopatra, and made
her presents, and conducted her on her way to Egypt.

§ 3. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Artabazes,

the son of Tigranes, prisoner to Egypt with his sons and
satraps, and made a present of them and of all the royal

ornaments which he had taken out of that kingdom to

Cleopatra. But Artaxias, the eldest of his sons, who
escaped at that time, took the kingdom of Armenia, and was
afterwards ejected by Archelaus and Nero Caesar, when
they restored Tigranes, his younger brother, to that king-

dom : but this happened some time afterwards.

§ 4. Now as to the tribute which Herod was to pay
Cleopatra for the territory which Antony had given her,

he acted fairly with her, not deeming it safe for him to

give Cleopatra any reason to hate him. As for the king
of Arabia, whose tribute Herod also received, for some
time indeed he paid him the two hundred talents, but he
afterwards became very disaffected to him and slow in his

payments, and could hardly be brought to pay some
portion of it, and was not willing to pay even that without
fraud.
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CHAP. V.

How Herod made War with the King of Arabia, and after
they had fought many Battles, at length conquered him,
and was chosen by the Arabs to be Buler of their Nation

;

as also concerning a great Earthquake.

T^HEEEIJPON Herod got ready to inarch against the
-•- king of Arabia, because of his ill conduct, and be-

cause he would no longer do what was just, but made the
Roman war an occasion of delay. For the battle ofE

Actium was now expected, which came off in the hun-
dred and eighty-seventh Olympiad, in which Augustus
and Antony were to fight for the sovereignty of the world

:

and Herod having enjoyed now for a long time a country
that was very fruitful, and having got great taxes and
resources, enlisted a body of men, and carefully furnished
them with all necessaries, as auxiliaries for Antony. But
Antony said he had no need of his assistance, but com-
manded him to punish the king of Arabia (for he had
heard both from him and from Cleopatra of his perfidy).

And this was what Cleopatra desired, who thought it for her
own advantage that these two kings should mutually weaken
one another. On this message from Antony, Herod re-

turned back, but kept his army with him, in order to in-

vade Arabia immediately. And when his army of horse
and foot was ready, he marched to Diospolis,^ where the
Arabians came to meet him, for they were not unapprized
of this war that was coming upon them ; and after a well-

contested battle had been fought, the Jews had the victory.

But afterwards a numerous army of Arabians concentrated

at Cana, which is a place in Ccele-Syria. Herod was in-

formed of this beforehand, so he marched against them
with most of the forces he had ; and when he was come
near to Cana, he resolved to encamp himself, and began to

entrench his camp, that he might take an advantageous

' Lydda, Iiudd.
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season for attacking the enemy ; but as he was giving

those orders, the multitude of the Jews cried out, that he
should make no delay, but lead them at once against the

Arabians. They were impetuous for the fray because they

believed in their excellent discipline, and especially those

who had been in the former battle, and had been con-

querors, and had not permitted the enemy so much as to

come to close quarters with them. And as they were so

tumultuous, and showed such great zeal, the king resolved

to avail himself of the readiness the multitude then ex-

hibited ; and when he had assured them he would not be
behindhand with them in courage, he led them on, and
was at their head in his armour, all the men following him
in their several ranks. And a panic fell at once upon
the Arabians ; for when they perceived that the Jews
were not to be conquered, and were full of spirit, most
of them after a short resistance ran away and avoided

fighting, and they would have been cut to pieces, had
not Athenion fallen upon the Jews and Herod. He was
Cleopatra's general over the soldiers she had in those

parts, and was at enmity with Herod, and very wistfully

looked on to see what the event of the battle would be

:

for he had resolved, if the Arabians did anything that

was brilliant, to remain still, but if they were beaten,

as really happened, to attack the Jews with those forces

he had of his own, and with those that had flocked to

to him from that region. And he fell upon the Jews un-
expectedly, and made a great slaughter of them, when
they were fatigued, and thought they had already van-
quished the enemy. For as the Jews had spent their courage
upon their known enemies, and were about to enjoy them-
selves in fancied security after the victory, they were easily

beaten by these that now attacked them, and received great

loss in ground which was stony, and where their horses
could not be of service, and where those that attacked them
were better acquainted with the ground than themselves.
And when the Jews had suffered this reverse, the Arabians
plucked up their spirits again and returned back and slew
those that were already routed : and indeed all sorts of

slaughter were now frequent, and of those that fled only
a few got back safe to the ca.mp. And king Herod, as he
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despaired of the battle, rode ofE to tliem to bring them
assistance, however he did not come tip in time enough to

do them any service, though he tried hard to do so, for

the Jewish camp was taken, so that the Arabians had un-
expectedly a most glorious success, having gained that

victory which by themselves they were no way Ukely to have
gained, and having slain a great part of the enemy's army.
AndthenceforwardHerod couldonly act like aprivaterobber,

and make incursions into many parts of Arabia, and dis-

tress them bysudden raids, encamping amongthe mountains,
and avoiding by any means coming to a pitched battle,

yet greatly harassing the enemy by his assiduity and the

pains he took in the matter. He also took great care of

his own men, and used all the means he could to correct

this reverse.

§ 2. Meantime the sea-fight happened off Actium,' be-

tween Augustus and Antony, in the seventh year of the

reign of Herod

;

' and then it was also that there was

an earthquake in Judsea, such as had not happened at any

other time, and which brought a great destruction upon
the cattle in that country. About thirty thousand men
also perished by the fall of houses ; but the army, which

lodged in the field, received no damage by this sad accident.

"When the Arabians were informed of this, and when those

that hated the Jews took pleasure in exaggerating the

facts, they raised their spirits, as if their enemy's country

was quite overthrown, and the men were utterly destroyed,

and thought there now remained nothing that could oppose

them. Accordingly, they seized on the Jewish ambassadors

(who came to them after all this had happened to make peace

with them) and slew them, and marched with great energy

against their army. And the Jews durst not withstand

them, and were so cast down by their calamities, that they

took no care of their affairs, but gave up themselves to

^ The promontory of Actium was at the entrance of the Ambraciot

Gulf, now the Gulf of Arta, and opposite the modern town of Prevesa.

- The reader is here to take notice, that this ' seventh ' year of the

reign of Herod, and all the other years of his reign, in Josephus, are

dated from the death of Antigonus, or at the soonest from the conquest

of Antigonus, and the taking of Jerusalem a few months before, and

never from his first obtaining the kingdom at Rome above three years

before, as some have very weakly and injudiciously done.—W.
III. H
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despair, for they had no hope that they should be -upon an
equality with them again in battle, nor obtain any assistance

elsewhere while their affairs at home were in such great

distress. When matters were in this condition, the king

tried to animate the commanders by his words, and to

raise their spirits which were quite sunk. And first he
endeavoured to encourage and embolden some of the better

sort, and then ventured to make a speech to the multitude,

which he had before avoided doing, lest he should find

them uneasy thereat, because of their reverses. And he
made an hortatory speech to the multitude in the following

words.

§ 3. " You are not ignorant, fellow-soldiers, that we
have had not long since many reverses that have put a

stop to what we are about ; and it is probable that even
those that are most distinguished above others for their

courage can hardly keep up their spirits in such circum-

stances ; but since we cannot avoid fighting, and nothing

that has happened is of such a nature but it may by our-

selves be restored to a good state by one brave action, I have
proposed to myself both to give you some encouragement
and at the same time some information, that you may still

continue in your fortitude. I will then, in the first place,

prove to you that this war is a just one on our side, and
a war of necessity owing to the outrages of our adversaries,

for if you be once satisfied of this, it will be the greatest

cause of zeal in you, after which I shall further prove

that the misfortunes we are in are of no great consequence,

and that we have the greatest reason to hope for victory.

I shall begin with the first, and appeal to yourselves as

witnesses of what I say. Tou are not ignorant certainly

of the lawlessness of the Arabians, who are as treacherous

to all other men, as barbarians wholly without conception

of Grod are likely to be. They have mostly come into con-

flict with us from covetousness and envy, and they have
attacked us suddenly, when we were in disorder. And what
need is there for me to give many proofs of such being
their procedure ? But when they were in danger of losing

their independence, and of being slaves to Cleopatra, who
but we freed them from that fear ? For it was the friend-

ship I had with Antony, and the kind disposition he
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was in towards us, that was the reason that even these

Arabians were not utterly undone, Antony being un-
willing to undertake anything which might be suspected

by us. And when he had a mind to bestow some parts

of each of our dominions on Cleopatra, I also managed
that matter so, that by giving him many presents of my
own, I might obtain security for both nations, whUe I

undertook myself to answer for the money, and gave
him two hundred talents, and became surety for two hun-
dred more which were imposed upon the land that was
subject to this tribute ; and this they have defrauded
us of. And yet it was not reasonable that Jews should

pay tribute to any man living, or allow part of their land

to be taxed, but even if it had been, yet ought we not

to pay tribute for those Arabians, whom we ourselves

preserved ; nor is it fit that they, who have professed, and
that with great effusion and sense of our kindness, that it

is owing to us that they retain their independence, should

injure us, and deprive us of what is our due, and that

while we are not their enemies but their friends. And
whereas observance of covenants takes place even among
the bitterest enemies, and among friends is absolutely

necessary, it is not obsei-ved among these men, who think

gain to be the best of all things, let it be by any means
whatever, and that injustice is no harm, if they can but

get money by it. Is it therefore a question with you,

whether the unjust are to be punished or not, when Grod

wills this, and commands us ever to hate injuries and in-

justice, and that when people are pursuing a not only just

but necessary war ? For these Arabians have done what

both the G-reeks and barbarians own to be most lawless, for

they have beheaded our ambassadors, though the G-reeks

declare that such ambassadors are sacred and inviolable,

and for ourselves, we have learned from God the most

excellent of our doctrines, and the most holy part of our

law by angels ; for this name brings God to the knowledge

of mankind, and is able to reconcile enemies to one another.

What wickedness then can be greater than the slaughter of

ambassadors, who come to treat about doing what is right ?

And when such have been their actions, how is it possible

they can enjoy a tranquil life, or be successful in war? In my
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opinion it is impossible. But perhaps some one will say,

that what is holy and righteous is indeed on our side, but

that the Arabians are more courageous, or more numerous

than we are. Now as to this, in the first place, it is not fit

for us to say so, for with whom is what is righteous, with

them is God himself, and where Grod is, there are both num-
bers and courage. And to examine our own circumstances a

little, we were conquerors in the first battle, and when we
fought again, they were not able to oppose us, but ran

away, and could not endure our attack and courage ; but

when we had conquered them, then came Athenion and
made war against us without declaring it. Pray, is this an

instance of their manhood, or a second instance of their

wickedness and treachery ? Wliy are we, therefore, of less

courage, on account of what ought to inspire us with

stronger hopes ? and why are we terrified at those who,

when they fight fairly, are continually beaten, and when
they seem to be conquerors, gain the victory unfairly?

And if any one should deem them to be men of real courage,

will he not be excited by that very consideration to do his

utmost against them ? for true valour is not shown in fight-

ing against weak persons, but in being able to overcome the

strongest. But if the distresses we are ourselves now
suffering from, and the miseries that have come from the

earthquake dismay any one, let him consider in the first

place, that this very thing will deceive the Arabians, who
will think that what has befallen us is greater than it

really is, and next that it is not right that the sanae thing

that emboldens them should discourage us. For these men,
you see, do not derive their courage from any advantage

of their own, but from their hope, as to us, that we are

quite cast down by our misfortunes ; but if we boldly

march against them, we shall soon abate their insolent

self-conceit, and shall gain this by attacking them, that

they will not be so valiant when we come to the

battle. For our distresses are not so great, nor is what
has happened an indication of the anger of God against

us, as some imagine, for such things are accidental, and
adversities that come in the usual course of things: and
even if it happened by the will of God it is clear that it is now
over by his will also, and that he is satisfied with what has
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already happened, for had he been -willing to afflict ns still

more thereby, he would not have changed his mind so soon.
And as for the war we are engaged in, he has himself
shown that he is willing it should go on, and that he knows
it to be a just war ; for while some of the people in the
country perished by the earthquake, all you who were in
arms suffered nothing, but were all preserved alive : where-
by Grod makes it plain that if you had all been in the
army, with your children and wives, you would not have
undergone anything that would have much hurt you. Con-
sider these things, and, what is more than all the rest, that
you have God at all times for your protector, and go out
with a just bravery against these men, who in friendship
are false, in their battles perfidious, towards ambassadors
impious, and always inferior to you in valour."

§ 4. When the Jews heard this speech, they were much
cheered in their minds, and more disposed to fight than
before. So Herod, when he had offered the sacrifices

appointed by the law, made haste, and took and led his

men against the Arabians ; and with a view to that, crossed

over the Jordan, and pitched his camp near the enemJ^
He also thought it well to seize upon a certain fortress that

lay between the two armies, hoping it would be for his

advantage, and would the sooner pull on a battle, and if

the battle had to be postponed, he should by it have
his camp protected. And as the Arabians had the same
intentions upon that jjlace, a contest arose about it

:

at first they were but skirmishes, after which more sol-

diers came up, and it proved a sort of fight, and several

fell on both sides, tOl those on the Arabian side were
beaten and retreated. This was no small encouragement
to the Jews immediately ; and when Herod obsei'ved that

the enemies' armj' was disposed to anything rather than

to come to a general engagement, he ventured boldly to

attack their earthworks and demolish them, so to get

nearer to their camp, in order to fight them ; for when
they were forced out of their trenches, they went out in

disorder, and had not the least vigour or hope of victory.

Yet did they fight hand to hand, because they were more
in number than the Jews, and because they were in such

a strait that they were obliged to come on boldly : so
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a terrible battle ensued, wberein not a few fell on each

side. However, at last the Arabians were routed and
fled ; and so great a slaughter was made on their being

routed, that they were not only killed by their enemies,

but became the authors of their own deaths also, and were
trodden down by the multitude, and by the great rush of

people in disorder, and fell under the weight of their own
armour. So five thousand men lay dead upon the spot,

while the rest of the multitude soon ran within their en-

trenched camp, but had no firm hope of safety, because of

their want of necessaries, and especially want of water. The
Jews pursued them, but could not get in with them into

their entrenched camp, but invested it, and prevented the

entrance of any assistance to them, and also their coming
out that desired.

§ 5. When the Arabians were in these circumstances,

they sent ambassadors to Herod, first to propose terms

of accommodation, and afterwards to offer him (so press-

ing was their thirst) to undergo whatever he pleased, if

he would free them from their present distress. But he
would hear of no ambassadors, or ransom, or any mode-
rate terms whatever, being very desirous of revenge for

their lawless conduct to his nation. So they were necessi-

tated by other things, and particularly by their thirst, to

come out, and deliver themselves up to him, to be carried

away captives ; and in five days four thousand were taken

prisoners so, while all the rest resolved to make a sally upon
their enemies, and to fight it out with them, choosing

rather, if it so must be, to die so, than to perish ingloriously

by little and little. When they had taken this resolution,

they came out of their trenches, but could no way sustain

the fight, being too weak both in mind and body, and having

no room to fight gloriously, so they thought it an advan-

tage to be killed, and a misery to survive ;
accordingly on

the first onset there fell about seven thousand of them.

After this stroke they lost all the courage they had before,

and were amazed at Herod's warlike spirit under his

calamities ; and thenceforward they yielded, and made him
ruler of their nation ; whereupon he was greatly elevated

at so seasonable a success, and returned home, having won
prestige from this valiant exploit.
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CHAP. VI.

Hoiv Herod slew Hyrcanus, and then hastened away to

Augustus, and obtained the Kingdom from him also ; and
how, a little time afterwards, he entertained Augustus in a
most honourable manner.

§1.
TT EROD'S other affairs were now very prosperous, and
••--'• he was not open to attack on any side, yet did there
come upon him a danger that might hazard his entire
dominions, after Antony had been beaten at the battle off

Actium byAugustus. For at that time bothHerod's enemies
and friends thought his fortunes desperate, for it was not
probable that he would remain without pimishment, who
had shown so much friendship for Antony. So it happened
that his friends despaired and had no hopes of his escape,

and as for his enemies, they all outwardly appeared to be
troubled at his case, but were privately very glad at it, as

hoping to obtain a change for the better. As for Herod
himself, he saw that there was no one of royal rank left

but Hyrcanus, and therefore he thought it would be for

his advantage not to suffer him to be an obstacle in his

way any longer ; for if he himself survived, and escaped
the danger he was in, he thought it the safest way to put
it out of the power of a man, who was more worthy of the

kingdom than himself, to make any attempt against him
at such a juncture of affairs ; and if he himself should

be put to death by Augustus, his envy prompted him to

slay the only man that would be king after him.

§ 2. While Herod had these things in view, an oppor-

tunity was afforded him by Hyrcanus' family. Hyr-
canus himself was of so mild a temper, both then and
at other times, that he desired not to meddle with public

affairs, nor to concern himself with innovations, but left

all to fortune, and contented himself with what she

afforded him. But Alexandra [his daughter] was a lover

of contention, and was exceedingly desirous of change, and
urged her father not to bear for ever Herod's injurious
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treatment of their family, but to anticipate their future
hopes, as he safely might ; and asked him to write about
the matters to Malchus, who was then governor of Arabia,
and to ask him to receive them and protect them ; for if,

after their departure, Herod's affairs proved to be as it would
likely they would be because of Augustus' enmity to him,
they would then be the only persons that could take over the
kingdom, both on account of their royal blood, and the good
will of the multitude to them. When she urged this,

Hyrcanus rejected her suit, but as she was a very woman,
and a contentious woman too, and would not desist either

night or day, but would always be speaking to him about
it, and about Herod's treacherous designs against them,
she at last prevailed on him to intrust Dositheus (one of
his friends) with a letter, wherein it was arranged that the
Arabian governor should send him some horsemen, who
should take and conduct him to the lake Asphaltites,'
which is three hundred furlongs from the bounds of

Jerusalem. And he trusted Dositheus with this letter,

because he paid court to him and Alexandra, and had no
small reasons to bear ill-will to Herod : for he was a kins-
man of Joseph, whom he had slain, and a brother of those
that had been formerly slain at Tyre by Antony. However,
these motives could not induce Dositheus to serve Hyr-
canus faithfully in this affair, for he gave Herod the letter,

preferring the hopes he had from the present king to

those he might have from him. And he took his kindness
in good part, and bade him, besides doing what he had
already done, to go on serving him, by folding up the
letter and sealing it again, and delivering it to Malchus,
and then bringing back his letter in answer to it ; for it

was very imjiortant for him to know Malchus' intentions
also. And as Dositheus was very ready to serve him in this

point also, the Arabian governor returned back for answer,
that he would receive Hyrcanus and all his retinue, and
also all the Jews that were of his party •- and that he
would, moreover, send forces sufficient to secure them on
their journey, and that he should be in no want of any-
thing he should desire. Now, as soon as Herod had re-

' The Dead Sea.



CHAP. TI.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 105

ceived this letter, he immediately sent for Hyrcanus, and
questioned him about the agreement he had made vdth
Malchus ; and, when he denied it, he showed his letter to
the sanhedrim, and had Hyrcanus put to death.

§ 3. We give the reader this account, because it is that
contained in the commentaries of king Herod. But other
historians do not agree with this, for they think that
Herod did not find, but rather made this an opportunity
for thus putting Hyrcanus to death, and that by treache-
rously laying a snare for him. For they thus write ; that
Herod and he were once at a supper-party, and that Herod
had given no occasion to suspect [that he was displeased
with him,] but put this question to Hyrcanus, whether he
had received any letters from Malchus? and when he
answered, that he had received letters, but only letters of
civility, and when he asked further, whether he had not
received any present from him? and when he replied,

that he had received only four horses to ride on, which
Malchus had sent him ; they say that Herod charged this

upon him as proof of bribery and treason, and gave order

that he should be strangled. And in order to prove that

he had been guilty of no offence, when he was thus brought
to his end, they recount how mild his temper was, and how
even in his youth he had never given any signs of boldness

or rashness, and that the case was the same when he came
to be king, for even then he committed the management of

most public affairs to Antipater; and that now he was
above fourscore years old, and knew that Herod's throne

was in a secure state. He had also crossed the Euphrates,

and left those who greatly honoured him beyond that river,

to be entirely in Herod's power. So it was a most in-

credible thing that he should enterprise anything by way
of innovation, and not at all agreeable to his temper, so

they argue that the whole affair was a plot of Herod's

contrivance.

§ 4. Thus did Hyrcanus end his life, after having under-

gone various and manifold turns of fortune in his lifetime.

For he was made high priest of the Jewish nation in the

beginning of the reign of his mother Alexandra, who held

the government nine years ; and when, after his mother's

death, he took the kingdom himself, and held it three
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months, lie was ejected from it by his brother Aristobulus.

He was afterwards restored by Pompey, and received all

sorts of honours from him, which he enjoyed forty years
;

but when he was again deprived by Antigonus, and muti-

lated in his body, he was made a captive by the Parthians,

and thence returned home again after some time, on account

of the hopes that Herod had given him ; none of which came
to pass according to his expectation, but he still battled with

many misfortunes through the whole course of his life ; and
what was the heaviest calamity of all, as I have related

already, he came to a bad end in his old age. He appears

to have been a man of a mild and moderate disposition in

all things, and to have suifered the administration of

ajfairs to be generally done by others under him. He was
averse to business, nor had he shrewdness enough to govern

a kingdom : and both Antipater and Herod came to their

greatness because of his mildness, and at last he met with

such an end from them as was not agreeable either to jus-

tice or piety.

§ 5. Now Herod, as soon as he had put Hyrcanus out of

the way, made haste to Augustus ; and because he could not

have any hopes of favour from him, on account of the

friendship he had had for Antony, he felt suspicious about

Alexandra, lest she should avail herself of this opportunity

to bring the multitude to revolt, and introduce rebellion

into the affairs of the kingdom ; so he committed the care

of everything to his brother Pheroras (placing his mother
Cypros, and his sister [Salome,] and the whole family, at

Masada '), and charged him, if he should hear any bad
news about him, to seize the government. As to Mariamne
his wife (because of the misunderstanding between her

and his sister and mother, which made it impossible for

them to live together), he placed her at Alexandrium " with

her mother Alexandra, and left his treasurer Joseph, and
Sohemus of Itureea,'' to take care of that fortress. These
two had been very faithful to him from the beginning,

and were now left to guard the women under pretext of

paying them due respect. They also had it in charge,

' Scbbch. ' Kefr fs/ima.

' The present district of JedUr, extending from iMourit Hermon to-

wards the Lejah.
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if they should hear any mischief had befallen Herod, to

kill them both, and as far as they were able to preserve

the kingdom for his sons, and for his brother Pheroras.

§ 6. When he had given them this charge he set out post

haste to Rhodes to meet Augustus, and when he had sailed

to that city, he took off his diadem, but remitted nothing else

that marked his rank. And when, upon his meeting Au-
gustus, he desired that he would let him speak to him, he
therein exhibited much more the nobility of his great soul,

for he did not betake himseK to supplications, as men
usually do upon such occasions, nor did he offer any
petition as if he were an ofEender, but gave an account of

what he had done with impunity. He made the following

speech to Augustus. He said that he had had the greatest

friendship for Antony, and done everything he could that he
might be master of the world, that he was not indeed in the

army with him, because the Arabians had diverted him, but

that he had sent him both money and com, which was but

too little in comparison of what he ought to have done for

him. " For," (he added) " if a man owns himself to be

another's friend, and knows him to be a benefactor, he

ought to hazard everything, to use every faculty of his soul,

every member of his body, and all the wealth he has, for

him, in which I confess I have been too deficient. How-
ever, I am conscious to myself that so far I have done

right, in that I did not desert him after his defeat at

Actium ; nor upon the evident change of his fortunes did

I transfer my hopes from him to another, but preserved

myself, though not as a valuable fellow-soldier, yet cer-

tainly as a faithful counsellor to Antony, when I sug-

gested to him that the only way that he had to save him-

self, and not to lose all his authority, was to put Cleopatra

to death ; for when she was once dead, there would have

been room for him to retain his authority, and I recom-

mended him rather to bring thee to make a composition

with him, than to continue at enmity with thee any longer.

None of which advice would he attend to, but preferred his

own rash resolution, which has happened unprofitably for

him, but profitably for thee. Now therefore, in ease thou

determinest about me, and my zeal in serving Antony,

according to thy anger at him, I cannot deny what I havft
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done, nor will I disown, and that publicly too, tliat I had a
great kindness for him ; but if thou wilt put him out of the

case, and only examine how I behaved myself to my bene-
factors in general, and what sort of friend I am, thou wilt

find by experience that I shall do and be the same to

thyself. For it is but changing the names, and the firm-

ness of friendship that I shall bear to thee will not be
disapproved by thee."

§ 7. By this speech, and by his behaviour, which showed
Augustus the openness of his mind, he greatly gained upon
him, as he was himself of a generous and noble character,

insomuch that those very actions, which were the founda-
tion of the accusation against him, won him Augustus'
favour. Accordingly, he restored him his diadem again,

and exhorted him to show himself as great a friend to him
as he had been to Antony, and held him in great esteem.

Moreover he added that Quintus Didius had written to him,
that Herod had very readily assisted him in the affair of

the gladiators. So when he had obtained such a kind re-

ception, and had, beyond all his hopes, got his crown more
entirely and firmly settled upon him than ever by Augus-
tus' gift, as well as by the decree of the Romans, which
Augustus took care to procure for his greater security, he
escorted Augustus on his way to Egypt, and made presents

even beyond his means to both him and his friends, and in

general behaved himself with great magnanimity. He also

begged thatAugustus would not put to death one Alexander,
who had been a companion of Antony's ; but Augustus had
sworn to put him to death, and so he could not obtain that
petition. And he returned to Judsea again with greater

honour and security than ever, and dismayed those that

had expected the contrary, acquiring from his very dangers
still greater splendour than before owing to the favour of

God to him. And he prepared at once for the reception of

Augustus, as he was going from Syria to invade Egyi^t ; and
when he came, he entertained him at Ptolemais with all

royal magnificence. He also bestowed presents on the
army, and brought them provisions in abundance. He also

proved to be one of Augustus' most cordial friends, and put
the army in array, and rode along with Augustus, and had
a hundred and fifty chambers, well appointed in all respects
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in a rich and sumptuous manner, for the better reception
of him and his friends. He also provided them with what
they would want especially as they passed over the desert,
insomuch that they lacked neither wine nor water, which
last the soldiers stood in the greatest need of. He also
presented Augustus with eight hundred talents, and made
all think that he was assisting them in a much greater and
more splendid degree than the kingdom he had obtained
could afford. Thus he more and more demonstrated to
Augustus the firmness of his friendship, and his readiness to
assist him ; and what was the greatest advantage to him
was that his liberalty came at a seasonable time also. And
when they returned back from Egypt, his assistance was
no way inferior to the good oflB.ces he had formerly done.

CHAP. vn.

Mow Herod slew Sohemus, and Mariamne, and afterwards
Alexandra, and Oostobarus, and his most intimate Friends,

and at hist the Sons of Babas also.

§1.

HOWEVEE, when he returned to his kingdom again, he
found his house aU in disorder, and his wife Mariamne

and her mother Alexandra very displeased. For, as they
supposed (as was natural enough), that they were not put
into that fortress [Alexandrium] for the security of their

persons, but as into a garrison for their imprisonment, and
that they had no power over anything, either of others or

of their own, they were very displeased ; and Mariamne
supposing that the king's love to her was rather pretended,,

as advantageous to himseK, than real, looked upon it as

feigned. She was also grieved that he would not allow her

any hopes of surviving him, if he should come to any harm
himself, and recollected the commands he had formerly

given to Joseph, so that she began to pay court to her

keepers, and especially to Sohemus, being well apprized how
all was in his power. And at first Sohemus was faithful

to Herod, and neglected none of the things he had en-



110 THE -WOEKS OF FLA-VirS JOSEPHTTS. [bOOK XV.

trusted to him ; but when the women, by kind words and
liberal presents, had gained his affections, he was by

degrees overcome, and at last disclosed to them all the

king's injunctions, chiefly because he did not expect that

Herod would come back with the same authority he had
before ; so that he thought he would escape any danger

from him, and would not a little gratify the women, who
were not likely to lose their present rank, and so would be

able to make him abundant recompense, since they would

either reign themselves, or be very near to him that did

reign. He had a further ground of hope also, in that,

though Herod should have all the success he could wish

for, and should return again, he could not contradict his

wife in what she desired, for he knew that the king's fond-

ness for Mariamne was inexpressible. These were the

motives that drew Sohemus to disclose the injunctions that

had been given him. And Mariamne was greatly displeased

to hear that there was no end of the dangers she was in

from Herod, and was very vexed at it, and wished he might

obtain no favours [from Augustus,] and esteemed it almost

unbearable to live with him any longer. Indeed she after-

wards showed this very clearly, not concealing her resent-

ment.

§ 2. And now Herod sailed home, in great joy at the un-

expected good success he had had, and went first of all, as

was likely, to his wife, and told her the good news before

the rest, on accoiint of his fondness for her, and the intimacy

there had been between them, and embraced her. But it

so happened, as he told her of the good success he had had,

that she was so far from rejoicing at it, that she was rather

sorry for it ; nor was she able to conceal her resentment,

but, thinking of her dignity and the nobility of her birth,

on his embracing her she gave a groan, and showed evidently

that she rather grieved than rejoiced at his success, and
that till Herod was disturbed no longer by suspicion but

proof evident of her dislike to him. It made him almost

mad to see that this unreasonable hatred of his wife to him
was not concealed, and he took it so ill, and was so unable

to bear it, on account of the fondness he had for her, that

he could not continue long in one mind, but sometimes was

angry at her, and sometimes reconciled to her ; and by
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always changing from one passion to another, he was in

great discomfort. And thus was he entangled between
hatred and love, and was frequently disposed to inflict

punishment on her for her contemptuous behaviour to

him ; but being deeply in love with her in his soul, he had
not the heart to get rid of her. In short, though he would
gladly have had her punished, yet was he afraid lest, ere he
were aware, he should, by putting her to death, bring un-

awares a heavier punishment upon himseM.

§ 3. When Herod's sister and mother perceived that he

was in this state of mind with regard to Mariamne, they

thought they had now got an excellent opportunity to

satisfy their hatred against her, so they provoked Herod to

wrath by telling him such long stories and calumnies about

her, as might at once excite both his hatred and jealousy.

Now, though he willingly enough heard their words, yet he

had not courage enough to do anything to her, as if he be-

lieved them. But still he became more ill-disposed to her,

and their evil passions were more and more inflamed on

both sides, as she did not hide her dislike to him, and
he turned his love for her into wrath against her. But
when he was just on the eve of putting matters past all re-

medy, he heard the news that Antony and Cleopatra were

both dead, and that Augustus was victor in the war, and
had conquered Egypt, whereupon he made haste to go

and meet him, and left the afEairs of his family statu

quo. However, Mariamne recommended Sohemus to him,

as he was setting out on his journey, and confessed that

she owed him thanks for the care he had taken of her, and

asked of the king a governorship for him, and accordingly

that honour was bestowed upon him. Now, when Herod was

come into Egypt, he enjoyed great freedom with Augustus,

as already a friend of his, and received very great favours

from him ; for he made him a present of those four hundred

Galatians who had been Cleopatra's body-guards, and re-

stored to him again that territory which had by her been

taken away from him. He also added to his kingdom
Gadara' and Hippos'" and Samaria^ ; and besides these, the

' U>nm Kcis. ' SAsiyeh.

' Sebttstieh.
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maritime cities of G-aza/ Anthedon,' Joppa/ and Strato's

Tower.*

§ 4. Upon these new acquisitions, Herod grew more mag-
nificent, and escorted Augustus as far as Antioch ; hut upon
return, in proportion as his prosperity was augmented bv
the external additions that had been made to his kingdom,

so much the greater were the distresses that came upon
him in his own family, and chiefly in the affair of his

marriage, wherein he formerly appeared to have been most
fortunate. For the passion he had for Mariamne was no

way inferior to such passions as are famous in history, and
that on very good grounds ; while as for her, she was in other

respects chaste and faithful to him ; but she had somewhat
of the woman in her, andwas haughty by nature, and treated

her husband imperiously enough, because she saw he was
so fond of her as to be her slave. She did not also con-

sider (as would have been well) that she lived under a

monarchy, and was at another's disposal, and so she

would behave in a haughty manner to him, while he
usually concealed his vexation, and bore her tantrums with

moderation and good temper. She would also jeer at his

mother and sister openly, and speak ill of them on ac-

count of the meanness of their birth, so that there was
before this a disagreement and deadly hatred among the

women, and it was now come to greater calumnies than
formerly. And these suspicions increased, and lasted a whole
year after Herod returned from Augustus. And this hatred,

which had been kept under somewhat for a great while,

burst out all at once upon the following occasion. As the

king one day about noon was laid down on his bed to rest,

he called for Mariamne out of the great affection he always
had for her. She came to him accordingly, but would not lie

with him though he was very desirous of her company,
but showed her contempt of him ; and also twitted him
with having caused her father and brother to be slain.' And

' Gkaezeh.
^ Agrippias. Comp. Antiq. xiii. 13, § 3 ; xiv. 5, § 3.

^ Jaffa. * Csesarea Paliestina, Kaisarlyck.
° Whereas Mariamne is here represented as reproaching Herod with

the murder of her father [Alexander,] as well as her brother [Aris-

tobulus,] while it was her grandfather Hyrcanus, and not her father
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as he took this contemptuous treatment very unkindly, and
was inclined to use violence to her, the king's sister Salome,
observing that he was more than ordinarily put out, sent

to the king his cup-bearer, who had been prepared long

beforehand for such a design, and bade him tell the king
that Mariamne had asked him to give his assistance in pre-

paring a love potion for him ; and if he appeared to be
troubled, and asked what that love potion was, he was to

tell the king that she had the potion, and that he was asked

only to supply it, but in case he did not appear to be much
concerned about this potion, he was to let the matter

drop, for no harm would come to him. When she had
given him these instructions, she then sent him in to say

this. So he went in with a plausible and earnest manner,
and said that Mariamne had given him presents, and had
urged him to give the king a love potion. And when this

greatly moved the king, he said, that this love potion was
a composition she had given him, whose properties he did

not know, which was the reason of his resolving to give

him this information, as the safest course he could take,

both for himself and for the king. When Herod heard

this, being prejudiced against Mariamne before, his indig-

nation grew more violent, and he ordered the eunuch of

Mariamne's who was most faithful to her to be brought to

torture about this potion, well knowing that it was not

possible that anything great or small could be done with-

out him. And when this man was in the utmost agony he

could say nothing concerning the matter he was tortured

about, but that Mariamne' s hatred against Herod was

occasioned by something that Sohemus had told her. Now,
while he was still saying this, Herod cried out aloud, and

said that Sohemus, who had been at all other times most

faithful to him and to his throne, would not have disclosed

the injunctions he had given him, unless he had been un-

duly intimate with Mariamne. So he gave orders that

Sohemus should be arrested and put to death immediately,

but he put his wife on her trial, and got together those

Alexander, whom he caused to be slain, (as Josephus himself informs

us, cliap. 6, § 2,) we must eithei- take Zonara's reading, which is here

grandfather rightly, or else we must, as before, chap. 1, § 1, allow a slip

of Josephus' pen or memory in the place before us.

—

W.

III. I
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who were most faithful to him, and made a formal accusa-

tion against her as to this love potion and composition, which

had been laid to her charge calumniously. And he was in-

temperate in his words, and was in too great a passion for

judging right about the matter ; and so, when the court

was at last satisfied that he was so resolved, they passed sen-

tence of death upon her: but when sentence had been passed

upon her, it was suggested by himself, and by some others

of the court, that she should not be thus hastily put to

death, but be imprisoned in one of the fortresses belonging

to the kingdom. But Salome and her party laboured hard

to have the poor woman put to death, and they jirevailed

upon the king to do so, urging that the multitude would

be riotous if she were suffered to live. And so Mariamne
was led out to execution.

§ 5. When Alexandra saw how things went, and that

there was small hope that she herself would escajje the

like treatment from Herod, she changed her behaviour

to quite the reverse of her former boldness, and that in a

very unseemly manner. For wishing to show how entirely

io-norant she was of the crimes laid against Mariamne, she

jumped up, and reproached her daughter in the hearing of

all the people ; and cried out, that she had been peevish

and ungrateful to her husband, and that her punishment

came justly upon her for such insolent behaviour, for she

had not made a proper return to him who had been their

common benefactor. And when she had for some time

acted in this hypocritical manner, and even gone so far as

to tear her hair, this unseemly dissembling, as was to be

expected, was greatly condemned by the rest of the spec-

tators, as was manifested still more by the poor woman who
was to suffer ; for she sjjoke to her not a single word, nor

did she seem disturbed or to regard her unfriendliness, yet

did she, in her greatness of soul, discover her concern for

her mother's offence, and esyjecially for her exposing her-

self in a manner so unbecoming. As for herself, she went
to her death with unshaken firmness of mind, and without

changing colour, and so evidently showed the nobility of

her descent to the spectators even in the last moments of

her life.

8 6. And thus died Mariamne, a woman of an excellent



CHAP. VII.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 115

cliaracter both for chastity and greatness of soul ; but she

wanted moderation, and had too much of contentiousness

in her nature, but she surpassed all the women of her time

more than can be said in the beauty of her body and
charm of her society, which was the principal reason

why she did not prove so agreeable to the king, nor live so

pleasantly with him, as she might otherwise have done

;

for as she was most indulgently used by the king, from his

fondness to her, and did not expect that he could do any
hard thing to her she took too excessive liberty. But what
most distressed her was what Herod had done to her rela-

tions, and she ventured to speak out of all they had
suffered at his hands, and at last greatly provoked both

the king's mother and sister (till they became enemies to

her), and also the king himself, on whom alone she relied

to escape extreme punishment.

§ 7. But when she was once dead, the king's passion for

her was kindled more than before, he being such as I have

already described. For his love to her was not of a

calm nature, nor such as we usually meet with in other

husbands, for at its commencement it was enthusiastic,

nor was it weakened by long cohabitation and free inter-

course. And now his love for Mariamne seemed to seize

him in such a peculiar way as looked like divine vengeance

upon him for taking away her life, for he would frequently

call for her, and frequently lament for her in a most

unseemly manner. Moreover, he bethought him of every-

thing he could make use of to divert his mind from think-

inc of her, and contrived feasts and company for that

pui-pose, but nothing would suffice ; he therefore laid

aside the administration of public affairs, and was so over-

come by his passion, that he would order his servants to

call for Mariamne, as if she were still alive, and could

hear. And when he was in this way, there arose a pesti-

lential disease, that carried off many of the people, and

his most esteemed friends, and made all men suspect

that this was brought on them by the anger of Grod, for

the injustice that had been done to Mariamne. This

circumstance affected the king still more, till at length

he went into retirement, and, under a pretence of going

a hunting, bitterly mourned, and had not borne his grief
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there many days before lie fell into a most dangerous
illness. He had an inflammation upon him, and a pain in.

the hinder part of his head, joined with madness ; and the?

remedies that were used did him no good at all, but proved
contrary to his case, and so at last his life was despaired
of. All the physicians also that were about him, partly
because the medicines they brought for his recovery could
not at all conquer the disease, and partly because his diet

could be no other than what his disease inclined him to,

desired him to take whatever he had a mind to, and so left

the small hopes they had of his recovery to the power of
that diet, and left him to fortune. And thus was he ill at
Samaria, now called Sebaste.'

§ 8. Now Alexandra lived at Jerusalem, and being in-
formed of the condition Herod was in, endeavoured to get
possession of the fortified places that were about the city,

which were two, the one belonging to the city itself, the other
belonging to the temple; for whoever could get them into-

their hands had the whole nation ever in their power, for
without the command of them it was not possible to oii'er

the sacrifices ; and to think of leaving off those sacrifices is

to all Jews plainly impossible, for they are more ready to
lose their lives than to leave ofE the divine worship which
they have been wont to pay to God. So Alexandra told
those that had the keeping of those strongholds, that they
ought to deliver up the same to her and to Herod's sons,,

lest, upon his death, any other person should seize upon the
government; and if he recovered none could keep them
more safely for him than those of his own family. These
words were not taken by them at all in good part ; and as.

they had been in former times faithful [to Herod], they re-
solved to continue so more than ever, not only because they
hated Alexandra, but also because they thought it a sort of
impiety to despair of Herod's recovery while he was vet
alive. For they had been his old friends, and one of them,
whose name was Achiabus, was his cousin. They therefore-
sent messengers to acquaint Herod with Alexandra's de-
sign ; and he without any delay gave orders to have her
put to death. And it was only with difficulty, and after he-

' Schisiieh.
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had endured great pain, that he got rid of this illness. He
was stiU sorely afflicted both in mind and body, so that he
was very morose, and readier than ever upon all occasions
to inflict punishment upon those that fell under his power.
He also slew the most intimate of his friends, as Costo-
barus, and Lysimachus, and Gadias, who was also called

Aiitipater, as also Dositheus, for the following reason.

§ 9. Costobarus was an Idumaean by birth, and one of
principal dignity among them, and his ancestors had been
priests to the Koze, whom the Idumseans esteem a god

;

but after Hyrcanus had made a change in their polity, and
made them receive the Jewish customs and law, Herod
after he got the kingdom made Costobarus governor of
Idumaea and G-aza, and gave him. his sister Salome to wife,

after putting to death Joseph, who had that government
before, as I have related already. When Costobarus had got
so highly advanced, it pleased him, being more than he had
hoped for, and he was more and more puifed up by his good
fortune, and in a httle while he exceeded all bounds, and
did not think fit to obey what Herod his ruler com-
manded him, or that the Idumseans should adopt the

Jewish customs, or be subject to the Jews. He therefore sent

to Cleopatra, and informed her that the Idumseans had been
always under her progenitors, and for that reason it was but
just that she should ask that country of Antony, and added
that he himself was ready to transfer his friendship to her.

This he did, not because he was tetter pleased to be under
dleopatra's government, but because he thought that, upon
the diminution of Herod's power, it would not be difficult

for him to obtain himself the entire rule over the Idumseans,

and somewhat more also ; for he raised his hopes still

higher, as having no small advantages both from his

birth and those riches which he had got by his constant

attention to filthy lucre, and it was no small matter that

he aimed at. So Cleopatra asked this country of Antony,
but did not get it. An account of this was brought to

Herod, who was thereupon inclined to kill Costobarus, but
upon the entreaties of his sister and mother he let him
go, and vouchsafed to pardon him, though he was sus-

picious of him ever afterwards for this attempt of his.

§ 10. But some time afterwards, when Salome happened
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to be at Tariance witli Costobarus, she sent him at once a>

bill of divorce,' and dissolved her marriage with him, though
this was not according to the Jewish laws. For with us it is

lawful for a husband to do so, but a wife, if she departs

from her husband, cannot herself marry another, unless her
former husband put her away. However, Salome chose to

foUow not the law of her country, but the law of her own
will, and so renounced her wedlock, and told her brother
Herod that she left her husband out of good-will to him,
because she had found out that Costobarus and Antipater
and Lysimachus and Dositheus were raising a rebellion

against him : as an evidence whereof she alleged the case of
the sons of Babas, who had been preserved alive by him.

twelve years, as proved to be the case. But when Herod thus
unexpectedly heard of this, he was greatly surprised at

it, and the more so because the affair appeared incredible

to him. For Herod had formerly taken great pains
to bring those sons of Babas to punishment, as being
enemies to his government, but they were now forgotten
by him, on account of the length of time between. Now,
the cause of his ill-will and hatred to them was because,
when Antigonus was king, Herod with his army besieged
the city of Jerusalem, where the distress and miseries
that the besieged endured were so harassing, that many
invited Herod into the city, and already placed their
hopes on him. But the sons of Babas, who occupied a
high position and had much influence with the multi-
tude, were faithful to Antigonus, and were always calum-
niating Herod, and encouraging the people to preserve
the kingdom to the royal family who held it by in-

heritance. Now they acted thus for their own advan-
tage, as they thought; but when the city was taken, and

^ Here is a plain example of a Jewish lady giving a bill of divorce to
her husband, though in the days of Josephus it was not esteemed lawful;

for a woman so to do. See alike among the Parthians. Antiq. xviii. g^
§ 6. However, the Christian law, when it allowed divorce for adultery,
JIatt. V. 32, allowed the innocent wife to divorce her guilt}' husband, as
well as the innocent husband to divorce his guilty wife, as we learn
from the shepherd of Hermas, Mand. iv., and from the second Apology-
of Justin Martyr, where a persecution was brought upon the Christians
upon such a divorce

; and I think the Roman laws permitted It at that
time, as well as the laws of Christianity.— W.
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Herod had become master of the position, and Costobarus
was appointed to hinder men from passing out at the
gates, and to guard the city, that those citizens that were
guilty, and of the party opposite to the king, might not
get out of it, Costobarus, knowing that the sons of Babas
were held in respect and honour by the whole multitude,
and supposing that their preservation might be of great
advantage to him in any changes of government after-

wards, took them out of the way, and concealed them on
his own estate. And when the thing was suspected, he
assured Herod upon oath that he really knew nothing of

the matter, and so allayed his suspicions. Moreover after

that, when the king had publicly proposed a reward for

their discovery, and devised all sorts of methods for

searching out the matter, he would not confess, but being

persuaded that, owing to his having at first denied it, he
would not escape unpunished, if the men were found, he
was forced to keep them secret, not only from his good-

will to them, but from necessity. But when the king knew
the facts of the case from his sister's information, he sent

men to the places where he had intimation they were con-

cealed, and ordered both them, and those that were
accused as guilty with them, to be slain, so that now
there were none at all left of the kindred of Hyrca-
nus, and the kingdom was entirely in Herod's own power,

and there was nobody remaining of such high position as

could interfere with what he did against the Jewish laws.

CHAP. vni.

Hovj ten of the Citizens [of Jerusalem] made a Conspiracy

against Herod, because of the foreign Practices he had
introdiiced, which was a Transgression of the Laws of

their Country. Concerning the building of Sebaste and
Ccesarea, and other Erections of Serod.

§1-

THIS was why Herod revolted from the laws of his

country, and corrupted our ancient polity, which
ought to have been preserved inviolable, by the intro-
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duction of foreign practices ; by which we became guilty
of great wickedness afterwards, as those religious ob-
sei-vances which used to lead the multitude to piety

were now neglected. For, in the first place, he appointed
solemn games to be celebrated every fifth year, in honour
of Augustus, and built a theatre at Jerusalem, as also a very
great amphitheatre in the plain. Both of them were indeed
costlyworks, but opposite to the Jewish notions ; for we have
had no such shows handed down to us by tradition as fit

to be used or exhibited by us
;
yet did Herod celebrate these

games every five years in the most splendid manner. He
also made proclamation to the neighbouring TpeoiAe, and
called men together out of all the nation. Wrestlers also,

and the rest of those that strove for the prizes in such
games, were invited out of all the land, both by the hopes
of the rewards there to be bestowed, and by the glory of
victory there to be gained. So the principal persons that
were most renowned for these sorts of exercises were got
together, for there were very great rewards proposed
for victory, not only to those who performed gymnastic
exercises, but also to those who were professional musicians,
and who were called Thymelici ; indeed Herod spared no
pains to induce all persons, the most famous for such exer-
cises, to come to the contest. He also proposed no small re-

wards for those who contended for the prizes in chariots
drawn by four horses, or by a pair, or with race-horses. He
also imitated everything, though ever so costly or magnifi-
cent, that was practised by other nations, being ambitious
to give public demonstration of his grandeur. Inscriptions
also of the great actions of Augustus, and trophies of
the nations which he had got in his wars, all made of
the purest gold and silver, were all round the theatre.
Nor was there anything that could conduce to display,
whether j)recious garments or precious stones set in order,
which was not also exposed to sight in these games. He
also got together a great quantity of wild beasts, and of
lions in very great abundance, and of such other beasts as
were either of uncommon strength, or of such a sort as
were rarely seen. These were trained either to fight one
with another, or men who were condemned to death were
to fight with them. And truly foreigners were greatly



CHAP. VIII.

J

ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 121

surprised and delighted at the vast expense of the shows,
and at the great danger of the spectacles, but to the Jews
it was a palpable breaking up of those customs for which
they had so great a veneration. It appeared also no better
than barefaced impiety to throw men to wild beasts, to
afford delight to the spectators, and it appeared no less

impiety to change their own laws for such foreign prac-
tices. But above all the trophies gave most distaste to

the Jews, for as they imagined them to be images inclosed

in the armour that hung round about them, they were
sorely displeased at them, because it was not the custom
of their country to pay honour to such things.

§ 2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with their emotion,
and as he thought it unseasonable to use violence, he tried

to conciliate and console some of them, and to free them
from their religious scruples, but he could not satisfy

them, but they cried out with one accord, from their

great uneasiness at the offences they thought he had
been guilty of, that although they might bear all the rest,

yet would they never bear images of men in their city

(meaning the trophies), because this was against the laws

of their country. Now when Herod saw them so put out,

and that they would not easily change their sentiments

unless they received satisfaction on this point, he called to

him the most eminent men among them, and brought
them to the theatre, and showed them the trophies, and
asked them what sort of things they took these trophies

to be? And when they cried out, that they were the

images of men, he ordered that they should be stripped

of the ornaments which were about them, and showed
them the bare wood ; which wood, now without any orna-

ment, became matter of great sport and laughter to them,

as indeed they had always before had the ornaments of

images in derision.

§ 3. When Herod had thus baffled the multitude, and
dissipated the vehemence of jmssion under which they

laboured, most of the peoj)le were disposed to change their

ideas, and not to be displeased at him any longer ; but

some of them still continued to be offended with him for

his introduction of new customs, and esteemed the viola-

tion of the laws of their country as likely to be the origin



122 THE WORKS OF FLAVIITS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK XT",

of very great mischiefs to them, so that they deemed it an
instance of piety rather to run any risk than to seem as if

they took no notice of Herod's action in changing their

polity, and violently introducing such customs as they
had never heen used to before ; for he was indeed to

appearance a king, but in reality one that showed himself
an enemy to their whole nation. So ten men that were
citizens conspired together against him, and swore to one
another to undergo any dangers in the attempt, and took
daggers with them under their garments [for the purpose
of killing Herod]. Now there was a certain blind man
among these conspirators, who was moved by indignation

in consequence of what he heard had been done ; he was
not indeed able to afford the rest any assistance in the
undertaking, but was ready to undergo any suffering with
them, if they should come to any harm, insomuch that
he became a very great encouragement to the conspirators.

§ 4. When they had taken their resolution, they went
by common consent into the theatre, hoping that Herod
himself would not escape them, as they would fall upon
him so unexpectedly, and supposing that, if they missed
him, they should anyhow kill a great many of those who'
were about him ; and feeling they would be satisfied, even
though they should die for it, if they brought home to.

the king what injuries he had done to the multitude.
These conspirators, therefore, being thus prejjared before-

hand, went about their design with great zeal. But there
was one of Herod's spies, who were appointed to fish out
and inform him of any conspiracies that were made against
him, who found out the whole affair, and told the king of
it, as he was about to enter the theatre. And when he
reflected on the hatred which he knew most of the people
bore him, and on the disturbances that arose upon every
occasion, he thought this plot against him not improbable.
Accordingly, he retired into his palace, and called those
that were accused of this conspiracy before him by their
names ; and as, by his guards falling upon them, they
were caught in the very act, and knew they could not
escape, they j)repared themselves for their deaths with all

the decency they could, and so as not to recede at all from
their resoltite behaviour. For they showed no shame at
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their act, nor did they deny it, but when they were seized^

they showed their daggers, and professed that their con-
spiracy was a holy and pious action, that what they
intended to do was not for gain, or to indulge their
passions, but rather for those common customs of their
country, which all Jews were obliged to observe or to die-

for them. This is what these men boldly said, in their un-
daunted courage evinced in this conspiracy, as they were-

led away to execution by the king's guards that surrounded
them, and patiently underwent all the torments inflicted

on them till they died. Nor was it long before the spy who
had informed against them was seized on by some of the-

people, from the hatred they bore to him, and was not only
slain by them, but pulled to pieces Umb by limb, and given
to the dogs. This action was seen by many of the citizens,

but not one of them would discover the doers of it, till

upon Herod's making a strict and severe search for them,
certain women that were tortured confessed what they had
seen done ; and the authors of the act were so terribly

punished by the king, that their entire families were de-

stroyed for their rash attempt. But the obstinacy of the

people, and the undaunted constancy they showed in

the defence of their laws, made Herod afraid unless he
strengthened himself in a more secure manner. So he
resolved to hem in the multitude on all sides, lest faction

should end in open rebellion.

§ 5. When therefore he had fortified the city by the

palace in which he lived, and the temple by a strong for-

tress rebuilt by himself, called Antonia,' he contrived to

make Samaria also a point d'appui for himself against all

the people, and called it Sebaste,^ supposing that it would
overawe the country as much as the other. So he fortified

the place, which was a day's journey distant from Jeru-

salem, so as to be useful to him both in keeping the country

and city in awe. He also built another fortress for the

whole nation, which was of old called Strato's Tower, but
was by him called Csesarea.^ Moreover, he chose out some

' The castle of Antonia was on the north side of the Temple, and is

supposed to have partly occupied the site ou which the Turkish Barracks

stand at Jerusalem.
^ Scbuslich. ' Csesarea Palsestina, Kaisariyeh.
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picked cavalry to wait upon him in the great plain, and
built [for them] a place in Galilee called G-aba/ and Ese-
bonitis in Persea.'' And these were the places which he par-

ticularly built, as he was always inventing something fresh

for his own security, and surrounding the whole nation

with garrisons, that they might by no means get out
of his power, nor fall into tumults, which they did con-

tinually upon any small commotion ; and that if they did

make any commotions he might know of it, as some of his

spies would be upon them from the neighbourhood, and
would both be able to know what they were attempting,
and to prevent it. And when he started fortifying Sa-
maria, he took care to convey there many of those that had
assisted him in his wars, and many of the people in that

neighbourhood also, whom he made fellow-citizens with the
others. This he did partly from an ambitious desire of

building a temple, and making the city more eminent than
it had been before, but chiefly that it might at once be for

his own security, and a monument of his magnificence. He
also changed its name, and called it Sebaste. Moreover,
he parcelled out the adjacent country, which was excellent

in its kind, among the inhabitants of Samaria, that they
might be in a prosperous condition on their first coming to

inhabit it. He also surrounded the city with a wall of great
strength, and availed himself of the steepness of the place
to make its fortifications stronger ; nor was the compass of

the place made now so small as it had been before, but it

was such as rendered it not inferior to the most famous
cities ; for it was twenty furlongs in compass. And within
in about the middle of it he built a sacred enclosure, a
fui'long and a half in circumference, and adorned it with
all sorts of decorations, and erected a temple in it, which
was most notable both on account of its size and beauty.
And as to the several parts of the city, he adorned them
with decorations of all sorts also: and seeing what was
necessary to provide for his own safety, he made the walls
very strong for that purpose, and made it for the most
part a citadel ; and as to elegance of building, that was

' Now Jchuta. See Life, § 24 ; Jewish War, iii. 3, § 1.

Heslibon, now Hesbuii ; near the border between Eeuben and
Gad.
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looked after also, that he might leave a memorial of the
fineness of his taste, and of his beneficence, to future

CHAP. IX.

Concerning the Famine that happened in Judcea and Syria

;

and how Herod, after he had married another Wife, rebuilt

Gcesarea, and other Greek Cities.

§1-

NOW in this very year, which was the thirteenth year
of the reign of Herod, very great calamities came

iipon the country, whether from the anger of God, or
whether this evil recurs naturally in certain periods of
time. For in the first place there were perpetual droughts,
and for that reason the ground was barren, and did not
bring forth the same quantity of fruits that it usually pro-
duced ; and next to this the change of food which the want
of com occasioned produced diseases in the bodies of men,
and a pestilence prevailed, one misery following hard upon
the back of another. And the circumstance that they were
destitute both of methods of cure and of food, made the

pestilence, which began in a violent manner, the more in-

tense, and the death of men in such a manner deprived

those that survived of all their courage, because they had
no way to provide remedies sufficient to meet the distress

they were in. As therefore the fruits of that year were
spoiled, and whatever they had laid up beforehand was ex-

pended, there was no hope of relief remaining, but the evil,

contrary to what they expected, still increased upon them;

and not only in that year, when they had nothing for them-
selves left at the end of it, but the seed they had sown
perished also, because of the ground not yielding its fruits

in the second year. The distress they were in made them
also out of necessity eat many things that were not usually

eaten ; nor was the king himself free from this distress any
more than other men, as he was deprived of the tribute he

used to have from the fruits of the ground, and had already
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expended what money he had in his liberality to those

whose cities he had built. Nor had he any people that

were worthy of his assistance, for this miserable state of

things had procured him the hatred of his subjects, for it

is a constant rule that misfortunes are laid to the account

of those that govern.

§ 2. Under these circumstances he considered with him-
self how to procure some relief ; which was a difficult

matter, as their neighbours had no food to sell them, as

they had suffered as much themselves, and their money
also was gone, had it been possible to purchase a little

food at a great price. However, he thought it well not

to leave oif by any means his endeavours to assist his

people ; so he cut off the rich furniture both of silver

and gold that was in his palace, nor did he spare the finest

vessels he had, or those that had been made with the most
elaborate skill of the artificers, but sent the money to

Petronius, who had been made prefect of Egypt by Augus-
tus. And as not a few had already fled to him in their

necessities, and as he was a particular friend of Herod,
and desirous to have his subjects preserved, Petronius

gave them first leave to have corn from Egypt, and assisted

them every way both in purchasing and conveying it to

Judsea, so that lie was the principal, if not the only person,

who afforded them help in this matter. And Herod took
care the people should know that this help came from
himself, and so not only changed the bad opinions of those

that formerly hated him, but gave the greatest proof of his

good-will to them and care of them. For, in the first place,

to those who were able to provide their own food, he dis-

tributed their proportion of corn in the exactest manner,
while for those many that were not able to provide food
for themselves, either because of old age or any other in-

firmity, he made this provision for them, seeing that the
bakers made their bread for them. He also took care that
they should not be hurt by the dangers of winter, as thev
were in great want of clothing also, because of the utter
destruction and loss of their flocks, so that they had no
wool to make use of, nor anything else to cover themselves
with. And when he had jsrocured these things for his own
subjects, he also attempted to provide necessaries for the



CHAP. IX.J ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 127

neiglibouring cities, and gave seed to the Syrians, which
thing turned as much to his own advantage, this charitable

assistance being afforded most seasonably to their fruitful

soil, so that every one had now a plentiful provision of

food. And when the harvest of the land was generally

approaching, he sent no less than fifty thousand men,
whom he had sustained, into the country ; by which means
he not only repaired the afflicted condition of his own king-

dom with great generosity and diligence, but also very
much lightened the afflictions of his neighbours, who were
suffering from the same calamities. For there was no-

body who had been in want, that was left destitute of a

suitable assistance from him : nor were there either any
peoples or cities or private persons, who had to make pro-

vision for multitudes and so were in want, who had recourse

to him, without receiving what they stood in need of, inso-

much, that it appeared upon computation, that the number
of cors of wheat (now a cor is ten Attic niedimni) that was
given to foreigners amounted to ten thousand, and the num-
ber that was given in his own kingdom was about fourscore

thousand. Now it happened that this care of his, and this

seasonable benevolence, had such influence on the Jews,

and was so cried up among other nations, that it wiped off

that old hatred which his violation of some of their cus-

toms, during his reign, had procured him among all the

nation, and this liberality of assistance in their greatest

necessity was reckoned full requital. It also procured him
great fame among foreigners, and it seems as if those cala-

mities, that afflicted his kingdom to a degree plainly incre-

dible, came in order to raise his glory, and to be to his

great advantage. For the greatness of his liberality in

those distresses, which he displayed beyond all expectation,

did so change the disposition of the multitude towards him,

that they were ready to suppose he had been from the be-

•ginning not such a one as they had found him long ago by
experience, but such a one as the care he had taken of them
in supplying their necessities now showed him to be.

§ 3. About this time it was that he sent five hundred
picked men of his body-guards as auxiliaries to Augustus,

whom ^li\is Gallus conducted to the Eed Sea, and who
^vere of great service to him there. And when his affairs
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were iu a good and flourishing condition again, he built

himself a palace in the upper part of the city, raising the
rooms to a very great height, and adorning them with the
most costly furniture of gold and precious stones and deco-
rations, and built apartments so large that they could con-
tain very many men, and had particular names given them,
according to their size, for one apartment was called

Augustus', another Agrippa's. He also fell in love again,,

and married another wife, not suffering his reason to
hinder him from living as he pleased. The occasion of this

marriage was as follows. There was one Simon, a native
of Jerusalem (the son of one Boethus, an Alexandrian),,
who was a priest of great note, and had a daughter who
was esteemed the most beautiful woman of her time ; and
as the people of Jerusalem talked much about her, it hap-
pened that Herod was much affected first with what was said
about her, and afterwards when he saw the damsel he was
deeply smitten with her beauty, yet did he entirely reject the
thoughts of using his authority to abuse her, believing, as
was the truth, that if he did so he would be stigmatized for
violence and tyranny, so he thought it best to take the
damsel to wife. And as Simon was of a rank too low to
be allied to him, but still too considerable to be despised,,
he followed his inclination in the most prudent manner,
by augmenting the dignity of his family, and making it

more honourable. So" he forthwith deprived Jesus, the
son of Phabes, of the high jmesthood, and confeiTed that
dignity on Simon, and then married his daughter.

§ 4. When the wedding was over, he built another citadel
in the place where he had conquered the Jews when he was
driven out of his kingdom, when Antigonus was at the
head of affairs. This citadeP is about threescore furlongs
from Jerusalem. It is a place strong by nature, and fit

for such a building. It is a sort of a moderate hill, raised
to a greater height by the hand of man, so that its circuit
is like the shape of a woman's breast. It has circular
towers at intervals, and a steep ascent up to it, composed
of two hundred steps of polished stones. Within it are
royal and very costly apartments, constructed both for

' The ruins are still to be seen on the summit and at the base of
Jchcl Fnnidii!, south of Jerusalem.
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security and beauty. At the bottom of the hill there are

habitations of such a structure as are well worth seeing,

both on other accounts, and also on account of the water
which is brought there from a great way off,' and at vast

expense, for the place itself is destitute of water. The plain

below is full of buildings, and not inferior to any city in

size, having the hill above it as a citadel.

§ 5. And now, when all Herod's designs had succeeded

according to his hopes, he had not the least suspicion that

any troubles would arise in his kingdom, because he kept
his people obedient, as well by the fear they stood in of

him, for he was implacable in his punishments, as by the

provident care he had showed towards them, in the most
magnanimous manner, when they were in their distresses.

Still he took care to have external security as a fortress

against his subjects. For to the cities he was courteous and
full of kindness, and cultivated a seasonable good under-

standing with their governors, and bestowed presents on
every one of them, inducing them thereby to be more
friendly to him, and using his magnificent disposition, so

that his kingdom might be the better secured to him, and
all his affairs be every way more and more augmented.

But that magnificent temper of his, and the court which he

paid towardsAugustus and the most powerful men of Eome,
obhged him to transgress the customs of his nation, and to

set aside many of their laws, both by building cities in an

ambitious manner, and erecting temples; not in Judaea

indeed (for that would not have been borne, it being for-

bidden for us to pay any honour to images, or representa-

tions of animals, like the Greeks), but he did thus in the

country and cities out of our bounds. The apology which

he made to the Jews for this was that aU was done, not

by his own incliaation, but by command and order, to

please Augustus and the Eomans, as though he had not

the Jewish customs so much in his eye as he had paying

honour to the Eomans, while yet he had himself in view

entirely all the while, and indeed was very ambitious to

leave great monuments of his reign to posterity ; whence

1 The water was brought from the Wddi/ Urias, in which are the

' Pools of Solomon.'

III. K
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it was that he was so zealous in building such fine cities,

and spent such vast sums of money upon them.

§ 6. Now upon his observing a place near the sea, which

was very well adapted for a city, and was before called

Strato's Tower, he set about planning a magnificent city

there, and erected many edifices with great care all over it

of white stone. He also adorned it with most sumptuous
palaces, and edifices for containing the people ; and what
was the greatest and most laborious work of all, he adorned
it with a haven sheltered from the waves of the sea, in size

not less than the Piraeus [at Athens,] and containing inside

two stations for ships.' It was excellently constructed, which
was the more remarkable from its being built in a place

that of itself was not suitable for such a noble structure,

but had to be brought to perfection by materials fetched

from other places at very great expense. The city is

situate in Phoenicia, in the passage by sea to Egypt, be-

tween Joppa^ and Dora,' which are smaller maritime cities,

and not fit for havens, on account of the fierce south winds
that beat upon them,—which, rolling the sand that comes
from the sea against the shore, do not give good anchorage
for ships, but merchants are generally forced to ride at

anchor out at sea. This inconvenience Herod endeavoured
to rectify, and laid out such a compass towards the land
as might be suflSicient for a haven, wherein great fleets

might lie in safety ; and this he effected by putting down
huge stones of above fifty feet in length, and not less than
eighteen in breadth, and nine in depth, twenty fathoms
deep, and as some stones were less, so others were bigger

than those dimensions. This mole which he built by the

sea-side was too hundred feet long, and half of it was
opposed to the force of the waves, so as to keep them off

(and so was called break-water), and the other half had
upon it a wall, with several towers at intervals, the largest

of which was called Drusus, and was a work of very great

excellence, and had its name from Drusus, the step-son of

Augustus, who died young. There were also a great number
of arches, where the mariners dwelt ; there was also in front

' The ruins of Kaisariyeh and of its ancient port are still very exten-

sive; see " Memoirs of Western Palestine," ii. 15-28.
'

Jaffa. 3 Tanturah.
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of them a quay whicli ran rouad the entire haven, and was
a most agreeable walk to such as had a mind for exercise.

And the entrance or mouth of the port faced north, which
wind brings the clearest sky. And the basis of the whole
circuit on the left hand, as you sail into the port, supported

a round turret, which was made very strong, in order to

resist the greatest waves ; while on the right hand stood two
huge stones, each of them larger than the turret which was
opposite them, which stood upright, and were joined to-

gether. And there were edifices all along the circular

haven, made of the most polished stone, with a certain

elevation in the middle, whereon was erected a temple of

Csesar,^ visible a great way off to those who were sailing for

that haven, which had in it two statues, one of Eome,
the other of Csesar.' The city itself was called Csesarea,

and was itself built of fine materials, and handsomely con-

structed ; nay, the very subterranean vaults and cellars

liad as much care bestowed on them as the buildings above

ground. Some of these vaults carried things at regular

distances to the haven and to the sea ; but one of them
ran obliquely, and undergirt all the rest, that both the rain

and sewage of the citizens were conveyed away with

ease, and the sea itself at full tide entered the city, and

washed it all clean. Herod also built therein a theatre of

stone ; and on the south side of the harbour behind an

amphitheatre also, capable of holding a vast number of

men, and conveniently situated for a sea view. This city

was finished thus in twelve years ;
° during which time the

king did not fail both to go on with the work, and to pay
the necessary expenses.

' Augustus.
2 It is ten years in Anttq. xvi. 5, § 1.— VV.
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CHAP. X.

Hoiv Herod sent his Sons to Rome ; also how he was accused

by Zenodorus and the Gadarenes, but was cleared of what

they accused him of, and ivithal gained to himself the

Good-will of Augustus. Also concerning the Pharisees, the

Essenes, and Manahem.

§1-
.WHEN Herod was engaged in these matters, and had

ah'eady built Sebaste [Samaria], he resolved to send
his sons Alexander and Aristobulus to Rome, to visit

Augustus. And they, when they got there, lodged at the
house of Pollio,' who was very proud of Herod's friendship

;

and they had leave to lodge in Augustus' own palace, for he
received these sons of Herod with all kindness, and gave
Herod leave to give his kingdom to which of his sons he
pleased : and moreover he bestowed on him Trachon,^ and
Batanaea,' and Auranitis,'' which he gave him for the follow-

ing reason. One Zenodorus had hired the house of

Lysanias, and, as he was not satisfied with its revenues, he
became a partner with the robbers that infested Trachon,
and so got a larger income; for the inhabitants of that
region lived in a mad way, and pillaged the country of the
Damascenes, and Zenodorus did not restrain them, but
shared himself in the booty. Now, as the neighbouring
people were thereby great sufferers, they complained to
Varro, who was then president [of Syria], and entreated him
to write to Augustus about this wrong-doing of Zenodorus.
When these matters were laid before Augustus, he wrote
back to Varro to destroy those nests of robbers, and to give-

the land to Herod, that so by his care the neighbouring-

' This Pollio, with whom Herod's sons lodged at Rome, was not Pollio
tlie Pharisee, already mentioned by Josephus, ehap. 1, § 1, and again
pi-esently after this, chap. 10, § 4, but Asiniiis Pollio, the Koman, as
Spanheim here observes.—W.

* Now el-Lejah.
' The name is still retained in Ard el-Batkanyeh.
* Haurcin. Trachon, Batanfea, and Auranitis were three of the four

districts into which Bushan was divided.
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countries might be no longer disturbed by these doings of
the Trachonites. For it was no easy thing to restrain
them, since this habit of robbery had been their usual
practice, and they had no other way to get their living,

because they had neither any city of their own, nor lands
in their possession, but only some dens and caves in the
earth, and there they and their cattle lived in common
together. However, they had made contrivances to get
water, and laid up corn for themselves, and were able to
make great resistance, by issuing out on the sudden
against any that attacked them. For the entrances of their
caves were narrow, so that but one could go in at a time,
and the places within were incredibly large and roomy

;

and the ground over their habitations was not very high,
but rather on a plain. And the rocks were altogether
hard and difBcult of access, unless any one followed the
track of another, for these roads are not straight, but have
many windings. And when those men were hindered
from their wicked preying upon their neighbours, their

custom was to prey one upon one another, so that no sort

of wrong-doing came amiss to them. But when Herod
had received this grant of land from Augustus, and went
into this country, he procured skilful guides, and put a
stop to their wicked robberies, and gave peace and quiet-

ness to the neighbouring people.

§ 2. Thereupon Zenodorus was angry, first because his

district was taken away from him, and next even still

more because he envied Herod who had got it ; so he
went up to Rome to accuse him, but returned back again
without success. Now Agrippa was [about this time] sent

to govern in the name of Augustus the countries beyond
the Ionian Sea, and Herod visited him when he was winter-

ing at Mitylene, for he had been his particular friend and
companion, and then returned to Judaea again. And
some of the Gadarenes went to Agrippa, and accused
Herod, but he sent them back bound to the king, without
giving them a hearing. And the Arabians, who of old bore
ill-will to Herod's sway, were excited, and now attempted
to raise a rebellion in his dominions ; and, as they thought,

for a justifiable reason. For Zenodorus, despairing already

of success as to his own affairs, anticipated [his enemies] by
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selling to those Arabians a part of his district, calleci

Auranitis, for fifty talents ; and as this was included in

the grant of Augustus, thej contested the point with Herod,
as being unjustly deprived of what they had bought.

Sometimes they did this by making incursions upon him,,

and sometimes by attempting force against him, and some-
times by going to law with him. Moreover, they per-

suaded the poorer soldiers to help them, and were hostile-

to Herod in the constant hope of an insurrection, a thing

which those that are in the most miserable circumstances

of life most rejoice in. And although Herod had been a,

long time aware of this, yet did he not act with severity-

to them, but by reason tried to conciliate them, being un-
willing to give any handle for tumults.

§ 3. Now when Herod had already reigned seventeen

years, Augustus came into Syria : at which time most of
the inhabitants of G-adara' clamoured against Herod, as im-
perious in his orders, and tyrannical. These reproaches

they mainly ventured upon by the encouragement and
calumny of Zenodorus, who swore that he would never
desert them till he had got them severed from Herod's
kingdom, and joined to Augustus' jurisdiction. The
Gadarenes were induced thereby, and raised no small out-
cry against Herod, and that the more boldly, because
those that had been delivered up by Agrippa to him were
not punished by Herod, who let them go, and did them no
harm ; for indeed he (if anyone) appeared inexorable in

punishing crimes in his own family, but very generous in

remitting offences that were committed elsewhere. And
as they accused Herod of violence and plunder and over-

throwing of temples, he stood unconcerned, and was ready
to make his defence. However Augustus gave him his

right hand, and remitted nothing of his kindness to him,
upon this uproar of the multitude ; and indeed these
things were alleged the first day, but the hearing proceeded
no further on the following days. For as the G-adarenes
saw the bias of Augustus and of his assessors, and expected,
as they had reason to do, that they would be delivered up
to the king, some of them, in dread of the torments they

' Umm Keis.
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might undergo, cut their own throats in the night, and
some of them threw themselves down precipices, and others
of them cast themselves into the river, and committed
suicide ; which seemed a sufficient condemnation of the
rashness and fault they had been guilty of ; and there-

upon Augustus without any further delay acquitted Herod
of what he was accused of. Another fortunate event also

befriended Herod at this time ; for Zenodorus' belly burst,
and a great quantity of blood issued from him in his ill-

ness, and he departed this life at Antioch in Syria. And
Augustus bestowed his district, which was no small one,

upon Herod ; it lay between Trachon and Galilee, and con-
tained Ulatha ' and Paneas,^ and the country round about.
He also made him one of the procurators of Syria, and
commanded that nothing should be done without his ap-
probation ; in short, he arrived at that pitch of felicity,

that whereas there were but two men that governed the
Roman empire, first Augustus, and then Agrippa, who was
Augustus' principal favourite, Augustus preferred no one
to Herod after Agrippa; and Agrippa made no one his

greater friend than Herod except Augustus. And when
he had acquired such great influence, he begged of

Augustus a tetrarchy^ for his brother Pheroras, and him-
seK bestowed upon him a revenue of a hundred talents out
of his own kingdom, that if he came to any harm himself,

his brother might be in safety, and his sons might not

have dominion over him. And when he had escorted

Augustus to the sea, and had returned home, he built in

his honour a most beautiful temple of white stone, in

Zenodorus' district, near the place called Panium ;
^ where

there is a very fine cave in a mountain, under which there

is a great cavity in the earth, and the cavern is precipi-

tous, and prodigiously deep, and full of stagnant water

;

' The district round the Lake Semechonitis, Merom, now Balieirct

cl-HCdeh,
^ Bdtiius, Ciesarea Philippi.
^ A tetrarchy properly and originally denoted the fourth part of an

entire kingdom or country ; and a tetrarch, one that was a rider of siich

fourth part; which always implies somewhat less extent of dominion
and power than belong to a kingdom and to a king.—W.

* The cavern at Bunids from which one of the sources of the Jordan
issues ; there are still several niches with inscriptions cut in the rock.
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over it hangs a vast mountain ; and under the cavern

arise the springs of the river Jordan. Herod still further

adorned this place, which was already a very remarkable

one, by the erection of this temple, which he dedicated to

Augustus.

§ 4. At this time Herod remitted to his subjects the

third part of their taxes, under pretext indeed of relieving

them after the dearth they had had ; but his main reason

was, to recover their good-will, for they were vexed at

him because of the innovations he had introduced in their

practices, to the dissolution of their religion, and to the

disuse of their own customs ; and the people everywhere

talked against him, like people who were still provoked and
put out. Against these discontents he greatly guarded
himself, taking away the opportunities the people might
have to disturb him, and enjoining them to be always at

work ; nor did he permit the citizens either to meet together,

or to walk or eat together, but watched everything they
did. And when any were caught they were severely

punished, and there were many who were brought to the

citadel Hyrcania,' both openly and secretly, and were there

put to death ; and there were spies set everywhere, both
in the city and in the roads, who watched those that met
together. Nay, it is reported, that he did not himself

neglect this part, but that he would often himself put
on the dress of a private man, and mix among the mul-
titude in the night-time, and so find out what opinion

they had of his government. And as for those that could
no way be induced to acquiesce in his scheme of govern-

ment, he persecuted them in all manner of ways, while for

the rest of the multitude, he required that they should be
obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him, and compelled
them to swear that they would bear him good-will in his

government. And indeed most, either to please him, or
out of fear of him, yielded to what he required of them,
but such as had more spirit, and were indignant at force,

he by one means or other made away with. He endea-
voured also to persuade Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas,
and most of their scholars, to take this oath ; but they

' See Antiq. xiii. 16, § 3.
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Tvould not submit to do so, nor were they punished with
the rest, from the regard he had to Pollio. The Essenes
also, as we call a sect of ours, were excused from this

necessity. These men live the same kind of life as do those
whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans, concerning whom I
shall speak more fully elsewhere. However, it is but fit

to set down here the reason why Herod held these Essenes
in such honour, and thought higher of them than their

mortal nature warranted ; nor will this account be unsuit-
able to the nature of this history, as it will show the
opinion men had of these Essenes.

§ 5. One of these Essenes, whose name was Manahem,
had this testimony, that he not only conducted his life

in an excellent manner, but had also the foreknowledge
of future events given him by God. This man once saw
Herod when he was but a lad, and going to school, and
saluted him as king of the Jews ; but he thinking that

either he did not know him, or that he was in jest, re-

m.inded him that he was but a private person ; but Manahem
quietly smiled and clapped him on the backside with his

hand, and said, " However that be, thou wilt be king, and
wilt begin thy reign happily, for God finds thee worthy of

it. And do thou remember the blows that Manahem has
given thee, as a token to thee of the change of thy fortunes.

And truly this will be the best determination for thee, that

thou love justice and piety towards God, and clemency
towards the citizens

;
yet do I know thy whole conduct,

that thou wilt not be such a one. For thou wilt excel all

men in good fortune and obtain an everlasting reputation,

but wilt forget piety and justice. And these crimes will

not be concealed from God, for at the conclusion of thy

life thou wilt find that he will be mindful of them, and
punish thee for them." Now at the time Herod did not

attend at all to what Manahem said, having no hopes of

such advancement ; but afterwards, when he was so for-

tunate as to be advanced by degrees to the dignity of

king, and was at the height of his power, he sent for

Manahem, and asked him, How long he should reign ?

Manahem did not tell him the full length of his reign, so

upon his silence he asked him further. Whether he should

reign ten years, or not ? when he rephed, " Tes, twenty, nay.
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thirty years," but did not state the precise period of his

reign. Herod was satisfied with this answer however, and
gave Manahem his hand, and dismissed him, and from
that time he continued to honour all the Essenes. I have
thought it proper to relate this to my readers, however
strange it seems, and to declare what has happened among
us, because many of the Essenes have, by their excellent

virtue, been honoured [by God] by the knowledge of divine

things.

CHAP. XI.

How Herod rebuilt the Temple, and raised it higher, and
made it more magnificent than it was before ; as also con-

cerning the Tower which he called Antonia.

§1.

A]SrD now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign,

and after the acts already mentioned, undertook a
very great work, that is to build at his own expense the
temple of Grod, and to make it larger in compass, and to
raise it to a most magnificent height, esteeming it to be the
most glorious of all his actions, as it really was, to bring it

to perfection, and thinking this would be suf&cient for an
everlasting memorial of him. But as he knew the multi-
tude were not ready nor willing to assist him in so great a
design, he thought to prepare them first by making a
speech to them, and then set about the work itself, so he
called them together, and spoke to them as follows. " I
think I need not speak to you, fellow countrymen, about
such other works as I have done since I came to the king-
dom, although I may say they have been performed in

such a manner as to bring more security to you than glory
to myself : for I have neither been negligent in the most
difficult times about what tended to ease your necessities,

nor have the buildings I have erected been so much to
preserve me as yourselves from injuries ; and I imagine
that, with G-od's assistance, I have advanced the nation of

the Jews to a degree of prosperity which they never had
before. And as for the particular edifices belonging to
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your own country, and your own cities, that we have lately
acquired, which we have erected and greatly adorned, and
so augmented the dignity of your nation, it seems to me
a needless task to enumerate them to you, since you
well know them yourselves. But as to the undertaking
which I have a mind to set about at present, and which
will be a work of the greatest piety and excellence in our
power, I will now speak about it to you. Our fathers,
indeed, when they returned from Babylon, built this
temple to Almighty God, yet does it want sixty cubits in
height compared with the first temple which Solomon
built. But let no one condemn our fathers for negligence
or want of piety herein, for it was not their fault that the
temple was no higher ; for it was Cyrus and Darius (the
son of Hystaspes) who determined the measures for its re-

building ; and because of the subjection of those fathers
of ours to them and to their posterity, and after them to
the Macedonians, they had not opportunity to follow the
archetype of this holy edifice, nor could they raise it to its

ancient height. But since I am now, by God's will, your
governor, and have had peace a long time, and have gained
great riches, and large revenues, and, what is the principal

thing of all, am at amity with and favourably regarded by
the Romans, who, if I may so say, are the rulers of the whole
world, I win do my endeavour to correct that imperfection

which has arisen from necessity and the slavery which we
were under formerly, and to make a thankful return in the
most pious manner to God, for the blessings I have received

from him in givingme this kingdom, by rendering his temple
as complete as I am able."

§ 2. Such was the speech which Herod made to ttem,
but still it astonished most of the people, being un-
expected by them ; and because it seemed incredible to

hope, it did not encourage them, but put a damper upon
them, for they were afraid that he would pull down the

whole edifice, and not be able to bring his intentions for

rebuilding it to perfection, and this danger appeared to

them to be very great, and the vastness of the undertaking

to be such as could hardly be accomplished. But while

they were in this disposition, the king encouraged them,

and told them, he would not pull down their temple till
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all tilings were got ready for building it up entirely again.

And as he promised them this beforehand, so he did not

break his word with them, but got ready a thousand
waggons, that were to bring stone for the building,' and
chose out ten thousand of the most skilful workmen, and
bought a thousand sacerdotal garments for as many of the

priests, and had some of them taught how to be builders,

and others how to be carpenters, and then began to build,

but not till everything was well prepared for the work.

§ 3. And Herod took up the old foundations, and laid

others, and erected the temple upon them, which was in

length a hundred cubits, and in height twenty additional

cubits, which [twenty,] upon the sinking of their founda-
tions,^ fell down ; and this part it was that we decreed to

raise again in the days of Nero. Now the temple was
built of stones that were white and strong, and the length
of each was twenty-five cubits, the height eight, and the
breadth about twelve.' And the whole structure, as was
also the structure of the royal portico, was on each side

much lower, but the middle was much higher, so that it

was visible to those that dwelt in the country for many
furlongs, but chiefly to such as lived opposite, or approached

^ The stones for the Temple were apparently taken from the large
subterranean quarry near the Damascus Gate.

^ Some of our modern students in architecture have made a strange
blunder here, when they imagine that Josephus affirms the entire

foundation of the temple, or holy house, sunk down into the rocky
mountain on which it stood, no less than twenty cubits ; whereas he is

clear, that they were the foundations of the additional twenty cubits

only above the hundred, (made perhaps weak on purpose, and onlj- for

show and grandeur,) that sunk or fell down, as Dr. Hudson rightly
understands him ; nor is the thing itself possible in the other sense.

Agrippa's preparation for building the inner parts of the temple twenty
cubits higher, (Jewish War, v. 1, § 5,) must, in all probability, refer

to this matter, since Josephus says here, that this which had fallen

down was designed to be raised up again under Nero, uiider whom
Agrippa made that preparation. But what Josephus says presently,
that Solomon was the first Icing of the Jews, appears by the parallel

place, Antiq. xx. 9, § 7, and other places, to be meant only the first of
David's posterity, and the first builder of the temple.—W.

^ Josephus here gives the size of one or two of the largest stones in

the wall, and has rather exaggerated the height of the courses. The
stones have weathered a yellowish brown ; when fresh from the quarry
they must have been of a pearly white colour.
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it. The temple had doors also at the entrance, and lintels

over them, of the same height as the temple itself. They
were adorned with embroidered veils, with flowers of

purple, and pillars interwoven ; and over these, but under
the cornices, was spread out a golden vine, with its clusters

hanging down from a great height, the size and fine work-
manship of which was a surprising sight to the spectators

to see, such vast materials were there, and with such
great skill was the workmanship done. He also surrounded
the entire temple with very large porticoes, contriving

them all in due proportion, and he laid out larger sums of

money than had ever been done before, till it seemed that

no one else had so greatly adorned the temple as he did.

There was a large wall to both the porticoes, which wall

was itself the most prodigious work that was ever heard
of by man. The hill was a rocky ascent, that sloped gradually

towards the east of the city up to its topmost peak. This

hill it was which Solomon, who was the first of our kings,

surrounded by divine revelation with a wall of excellent

workmanship above and round the top of it."^ He also built

a wall below, beginning at the bottom, which was encom-
passed by a deep valley ; and on the south side he laid

rocks together, and bound them to one another with lead,

and included some of the inner parts, till it proceeded

to a great depth, and till both the size of the square

edifice, and its altitude, were immense, and till the vastness.

of the stones in the front were plainly visible on the out-

side, and the inward parts were fastened together with iron,,

and preserved the joints immoveable for all time. When
this work was joined together to the very top of the hill,,

he wrought it all into one outward surface, and filled up

the hollow places which were about the waU, and made it

a level on the external upper surface, and a smooth level

also. This hill was walled all round, and in compass four

furlongs, each angle containing a furlong in length ;
^ but

^ This sentence should be read as a parenthesis. The following ' He

'

refers to Herod.
^ This direct statement of Josephus that each side of Herod's templfr

measured a furlong, or 600 feet, agreeing as it does with his statement

below (§ 5) that the royal cloister was also a furlong, is of great impor-

tance in connection with the controversy relating to the site of the-

Temple at Jerusalem.
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witliiii this wall, and on the very top of all, there ran an-

other -wall of stone also, having on the east ridge a double

portico of the same length as the -wall; in the midst

of which was the temple itself. This portico faced the

gates of the temple ; and it had been adorned by many
kings in former times. And round about the entire temple

were fixed the spoils taten from barbarous nations ; all

these were dedicated to the temple by Herod, who added

those he had taken from the Arabians.

§ 4. Now in an angle on the north side [of the temple]

was built a citadel, well fortified and of extraordinary

.strength. This citadel was built before Herod by the

kings of the Asamonsean race, who were also high priests,

and they called it the Tower, and in it were deposited the

vestments of the high priest, which the high priest only put
on at the time when he was to offer sacrifice.^ These vest-

ments king Herod kept in that place, and after his death

they were in the power of the Eomans, until the days of

Tiberius Csesar ; in whose reign Vitellius, the governor of

Syria, when he visited Jerusalem, and was most magnifi-

-cently received by the multitude, had a mind to make them
some requital for the kindness they had showed him ; so,

upon their petition to have those holy vestments in their

own power, he wrote about them to Tiberius Csesar, who
granted his request ; and this power over the sacerdotal

vestments continued with the Jews till the death of king
Agrippa. And after him Cassius Longinus, who was
governor of Syria, and Cuspius Fadus, who was procurator

of Judaea, bade the Jews deposit those vestments in the

Tower of Antonia, on the plea that the Eomans ought to

have them in their power, as they had formerly had. How-
ever, the Jews sent ambassadors to Claudius Csesar, to

intercede with him as to this matter, on whose coming king
Agrippa, junior, being then at Eome, asked for and ob-

tained power over them from the emperor, who ordered

Vitellius, who was then commander in Syria, to give it them
accordingly. Before that time, they were kept under the
seal of the high priest, and of the treasurers of the temple,

which treasurers, the day before a festival, went up to the

' The castle of Antonia ; it is that to wliich St. Paul was taken for

.safety. Acts xxiii. 10.
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Eoman commander of tlie fortress, and viewed their own
seal, and received the vestments ; and again, when the
festival was over, brought them back to the same place,
and showed the commander of the fortress their seal,

which corresponded with his seal, and deposited them there.

And that these things were so, the afflictions that happened
to us afterwards [about them] are sufficient evidence. As
for the tower itself, when Herod the king of the Jews had
fortified it more firmlj than before, in order to secure and
guard the temple, he gave the Tower the name of Antonia,
to gratify Antony, who was his friend and a ruler of the
Romans.

§ 5. Now in the western part of the enclosure of the
temple there were four gates ; the first led to the king's

palace, and went to a passage over the intermediate valley

;

two more led to the suburbs of the city ; and the last led

to the rest of the city, where the road descended down into

the valley by a great number of steps, and thence up again
to the ascent.' For the city lay opposite the temple like

a theatre, and was encompassed with a deep valley along
the entire south quarter. But the fourth front of the

temple, facing south, had indeed itself gates in its midst,

and over it the royal portico, which was triple and
reached in length from the east valley unto that on the

west, for it was impossible it should reach any further

:

and this portico deserves to be mentioned better than any
other under the sun. For as the valley was very deep, and
its bottom could not be seen if you looked from above into

the depth, the high elevation of the portico stood upon that

height, that if any one looked down from the top of the roof

to those depths, he would be giddy, while his sight could

not reach down to such an abyss. And there were pillars that

stood in four rows one over-against the other all along (for

the fourth row was interwoven into the wall, which was
built of stone), and the thickness of each pillar was such,

that three men might with their arms extended span it,

and its length was twenty-seven feet, with a double spiral

^ The first gate is that which led over ' Wilson's Arch ' to the Upper
City and Herod's palace ; the last led over ' Robinson's Arch ; ' the

remaifiing two are probably ' Barclay's Gate ' and ' Warren's Gate,' in

the west wall of the Harum Area at Jerusalem.
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at its base. And the number of all the pillars was a hun-
dred and sixty-two. Their chapiters were made with
sculptures in the Corinthian style, that caused amazement
from the grandeur of the whole. These four rows of pillars

included three intervals for walking in the middle of the

portico ; two of which walks were made parallel to each

other, and were contrived in the same manner ; the breadth

of each of them was thirty feet, the length a furlong,'

and the height above fifty feet, but the breadth of the
middle part of the cloister was one and a half of the other,

and the height was double, for it was much higher than
those on each side. And the roofs were adorned with deep'

carving in wood, representing many sorts of figures : the

middle was much higher than the rest, and the wall in front

was adorned with lintels, resting upon pillars that were-

interwoven into it, and the front was all of polished stone ;:

insomuch, that its fineness, to such as had not seen it, was
incredible, and to such as had seen it, was marvellous.

Such was the first enclosure, and in the midst, not far from
it, was the second, to be ascended to by a few steps ; this

was surrounded by a stone wall for a partition, with an
inscription forbidding any foreigner to enter under pain of
death. Now, this inner enclosure had on its south and
north sides three gates, equi-distant from one another ; but
on the east side, towards the sunrising, there was one large

gate, through which such as were pure went in with
their wives. But within was a sanctuary not open to the'

women ; and still further within was there a third sanc-

tuary, which it was not lawful for any but the priests to

enter. The temple itself was within this, and before it was
the altar, upon which we offer our sacrifices and burnt-

offerings to God. Into none of these three did king Herod
enter, for he was forbidden because he was not a priest.

However, he laboured at the porticoes, and the outer en-

closures, and these he built in eight years.

§ 6. And the temple itself was built by the jiriests in a
year and six months, upon which all the people were full

' The royal cloister commenced at the S.W. angle of the Harum
Area, and ran for 600 feet along its southern wall. The approach to-

the central aisle, from the west, was over ' Robinson's Arch,' the ruins.-

of which were found bj Sir C. Warren during his excavations.
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of joy, and returned thanks in the first place to G-od for

the speed with which it was finished, and in the next place

for the zeal the king had shown, feasting and celebrating

this rebuilding of the temple. As for the king, he sacri-

ficed three hundred oxen to Grod, as did the rest, every one

according to his ability ; the number of which sacrifices is

not possible to be set down, for it cannot be that we should

truly relate it. For at the same time as this celebration

of the work about the temple, fell also the day of the

king's inauguration, which he kept of old as a festival, and
it now coincided with the other, which coincidence of both

made the festival most notable.

§ 7. There was also an underground passage built for

the king, which led from Antonia to the inner temple to

its eastern gate, above which he also erected for himself a

tower, that he might have the opportunity of an under-

ground ascent to the temple, in order to guard against any

rebellion which might be made by the people against their

kings. It is also reported that, during the time that the

temple was building, it did not rain in the daytime, but

showers fell in the night, so that the work was not hin-

dered. And this our fathers have handed down to us, nor

is it incredible, if any one looks to the other manifestations

of G-od. And thus was performed the work of the re-

building of the temple.

III.
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BOOK XVI.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWELVE TEARS. FROM
THE FINISHING OF THE TEMPLE BT HEROD TO THE
DEATH OF ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULUS.

CHAP. I.

A Law of Herod about Housebreakers. Salome and Phe-
roras calumniate Alexander and Aristobulus upon their

Return from Rome, for wJiom Herod yet provides Wives.

§
1-

AS king Herod was very zealous in the administration

of all his affairs, and desirous to put a stop to par-

ticular acts of injustice which were done by criminals in

the city and country, he made a law no way like our
original laws, which he enacted of himself, to sell house-
breakers to be taken out of his kingdom, which punishment
was not only grievous to be borne by the offenders, but
contained in it an infringement of the customs of our
forefathers. For slavery to foreigners and such as did
not live after the manner of the Jews, and necessity to do
whatever such men should command, was an offence

against our religion rather than a punishment to such as

were found to have offended, such a punishment being
avoided in our original laws. For those laws ordained
that the thief should restore fourfold, and if he had not so

much, he should be sold indeed, but not to foreigners, nor
so as to be in perpetual slavery, for he had to be released
after six years. But this law, thus enacted in order to

introduce a severe and illegal punishment, seemed to be a
piece of arrogance in Herod, as he did not act as a king
but as a tyrant, and thus contemptuously, and without
any regard to his subjects, ventured to introduce such a
punishment. Now this penalty, thus brought into prac-
tice, was like Herod's other actions, and became one of
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the charges brought against him, and caused hatred to

himself.

§ 2. Now at this time it was that he sailed to Italv,

being very desirous to meet Augustus, and to see his own
sons who lived at Eome. And Augustus was not only very
obliging to him in other respects, but delivered him his

sons again, that he might take them home with him, as
they had already completed their education. And as soon
as the young men returned from Italy, the people were
very desirous to see them, and they became the observed
of all observers, being adorned with great blessings of

fortune, and having the countenances of persons of royal
dignity. So they at once appeared to be the objects of envy
to Salome the king's sister, and to those who had done
Mariamne to death with their calumnies ; for they were
suspicious, that when these sons of her's came to the throne,

they should be punished for the wickedness they had been
guilty of against their mother. So they made this very
fear of theirs a motive to raise calumnies against them
also ; and gave it out that they were not pleased with
their father's company, because he had put their mother
to death, as if it did not appear agreeable to piety to live

with their mother's murderer. Now, by retailing these

stories, that were untrue ' and only built on probabilities,

they were able to do them mischief, and to take away that

kindness from his sons which Herod had before borne to

them. Tor they did not say these things to him outright,

but scattered abroad such words among the multitude
generally ; from which words, when carried to Herod,
hatred was by degrees generated, which natural affection

itself, even by length of time, was not able to overcome.

Yet did the king at this period prefer the natural affection

of a father to all the suspicions and calumnies his sons lay

under ; and he honoured them as he ought to do, and
married them to wives, now they were grown up. To
Aristobulus he gave for wife Berenice Salome's daughter,

and to Alexander Grlaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus

king of Cappadocia.

' I read airo.
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CHAP. II.

How Herod twice sailed to Agrippa ; and how, upon the

complaint of the Jeivs in Ionia against the Greeks, Agrippa

confirmed the Laivs of the Jews to them.

§1.

WHEN Herod had desj^atched these affairs, on hearing

that Marcus Agrippa had sailed again from Italy to

Asia, he hasted to him, and besought him to come to his

kingdom, and receive that welcome he might justly expect

from one that had been his guest and friend. This request

he urgently pressed, and Agrippa agreed to it, and came
into Judaea. And Herod omitted nothing that might
please him, but entertained him in his new-built cities,

and showed him the edifices he had built, and provided
all sorts of the best and most costly dainties for him and
his friends, and showed him Sebaste, and the port that

he had built at Csesarea, and the fortresses which he had
erected at great expense, as Alexandrium ' and Herodium "

and Hyrcania. He also conducted him to the city of

Jenisalem, where all the people met him in their festival

garments, and received him with acclamations. Agrippa
also offered a hetacomb to God, and feasted the people,

without omitting any of the greatest dainties. As for

himself he enjoyed himself so much there, that he abode
many days with them, and would willingly have stayed
longer, but that the season of the year made him haste
away ; for, as winter was coming on, he thought it not safe

to sail later, as he was obliged to return again to Ionia.

§ 2. So Agrippa sailed away, after Herod had bestowed
many presents on him, and on the chief persons of his
suite. And king Herod, when he had passed the winter in
his own dominions, made haste to join him again in the
spring, as he knew he meant to go on a campaign to
the Bosphorus. So when he had sailed by Ehodes and
Cos, he touched at Lesbos,^ thinking he should find

1 Kefr Ist&na. ' Jchel Furcidis.
' The island now called ilytilene, from the name of its principal
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Agrippa there, but he was delayed there by a north wind,

which hindered his ship from entering port. So he con-

tinued many days at Chios, and there he kindly treated a
great many that came to him, and obliged them by giving

them royal gifts ; and when he saw that the portico of the

city was fallen down (which, as it was overthrown in the

Mithridatic war, and was a very large and fine building,

was not so easy to rebuild as the rest) he furnished

a sum not only large enough for that purpose, but
more than sufficient to finish the building, and ordered

them not to neglect that portico, but to rebuild it quickly,

that so the city might recover its principal ornament.

And when the wind ceased, he sailed to MytUene,' and
thence to Byzantium ;

^ and when he heard that Agrippa
had sailed beyond the Cyanean rocks,^ he made all the

haste possible to overtake him, and came up with him
at Sinope ^ in Pontus. He was sighted by the fl.eet most
unexpectedly, but appeared to their great joy; and many
friendly greetings passed between Agrippa and him, for

Agrippa thought he had received the greatest marks of

Herod's kindness and affection towards him possible, since

he had come so long a voyage, and at a very fit season for

his assistance, and had left the administration of his own
dominions, and thought it better worth his while to come to

him. Accordingly, Herod was all in all to Agrippa in the

management of the war, and a great assistant in civil

affairs, and in giving advice as to particular matters. He
was also a pleasant companion for Agrippa when he relaxed

himself, and a partner with him in all things, in diffi-

culties because of his good-will, and in prosperity because

of the respect Agrippa had for him. Now as soon as they

had finished those affairs in Pontus, for which Agrippa

was sent there, they did not think fit to return by sea, but

passed through Paphlagonia and Cappadocia, and travelled

• The chief town of Lesbos ; it is now called Castro, and faces the

mainland.
^ The old name of Constantinople.
^ The islands off the mouth of the Bosphorus ; Strabo calls them

" two little isles, one upon the European, and the other on the Asiatic

side of the strait, separated from each other by twenty stadia."

* On the north coast of Asia Minor, now Sinub.
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thence by land over great Phrygia, and came to Ephesus,

and then sailed across from Ephesus to Samos. And indeed

Herod bestowed a great many benefits on every city that he
came to, according as they stood in need of them ; for as for

those that wanted either money or kind treatment, he was
not wanting to them, but supplied the former himself at

his own expense ; he also became an intercessor with

Agrippa for all such as sought after his favour, and he so

managed that the petitioners failed in none of their suits

to him, Agrippa being himself of a good disposition, and
of great generosity, and ready to grant all such requests as

might be advantageous to the petitioners, provided they

were not to the detriment of others. The inclination of

Herod was of very great weight to stimulate Agrippa, who
was himself not slow to do good ; for he made a recon-

ciliation between him and the people of Ilivim,^ with whom
he was angry, and paid the money the people of Chios
owed Augustus' agents, and relieved them of their tribute

;

and helped all others according as their several necessities

required.

§ 3. But now when Agrippa and Herod were in Ionia, a
great number of Jews, who dwelt in their cities, came to

them, and seizing the opportunity and freedom now given

them, laid before them the injuries which they suffered,

as they were not permitted to use their own laws, but
were compelled to prosecute their lawsuits by the ill-usage

of the judges upon their holy days, and were deprived of

the money they used to send to Jerusalem, and were forced

into the army and into other services, and obliged to spend
their sacred money, from which burdens they always used
to be freed by the Eomans, who had still permitted them
to live according to their own laws. As they vociferated

this, the king desired of Agrippa that he would hear their

cause, and assigned Nicolaus, one of his friends, to plead
for their privileges. Accordingly, when Agrippa had
called the principal of the Romans, and such of the kings
and rulers as were there, to be his assessors, Nicolaus
stood up, and pleaded for the Jews as follows.

§ 4. " It is of necessity incumbent, most mighty

' Tro}', Hissarlik,
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Agrippa, on all who are in distress to have recourse to
those that have it in their power to free them from injury,
and those that are now your suppliants, approach you
with great assurance. For as they have formerly often
found you what they wished, they now only entreat that
you, who have been the donors, will take care that those
favours you have already granted them shall not be taken
away from them. We have received these favours from
you, who alone have power to grant them, but have them
taken from us by such as are no greater than ourselves,
and by such as know they are as much subjects as we are.

And certainly, if persons have been vouchsafed great
favours, it is to their commendation who have obtained
them, as having been found deserving of such great
favours ; and if those favours be but small ones, it is dis-

honourable for the donors not to confirm them. And as

to those that thwart the Jews and use them ill, it is evident

that they affront not only the receivers of these favours, as

they will not allow those to be worthy men to whom their

excellent rulers themselves have borne testimony, but
also the donors, as they desire that those favours already

granted may be abrogated. Now if any one were to ask
them which of the two they would rather part with, their

lives, or the customs of their forefathers, as their solemn
processions, their sacrifices, and their festivals, which they
celebrate in honour of those they suppose to be gods, I

know very well that they would choose to suffer anything
whatever, rather than to give up any of the customs of

their forefathers. For most choose rather to go to war on
that account, being very solicitous not to transgress in

such matters : and indeed we measure that happiness

which all mankind do now enjoy owing to you by this

very thing, that we are allowed every one to worship and
live as our institutions require. And although they would
not bike to be thus treated themselves, yet do they endea-

vour to compel others to comply with them, as if it were

not as great an instance of impiety, to profanely dissolve

the religious solemnities of others, as to be neghgent in

the observance of their own duty towards their gods.

And now let us consider another case. Is there any

people or city, or community of men, to whom your
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government and the Eoman power does not appear to be
the greatest blessing ? Is there any one that can desire to

make void the favours thence proceeding? No one is

certainly so mad : for there are no men who have not been
partakers of those favours both publicly and privately

;

and indeed those that take away what you have granted,

can have no assurance but that every one of their own
grants made them by you may be taken from them also.

And yet these grants of yours can never be sufficiently

valued ; for if people were to compare the old government
under kings with the present government, besides the
great number of benefits which this government has be-
stowed on them for their happiness, this is above all the
rest, that they appear to be no longer in a state of slavery

but of freedom. Now our circumstances, even at the
best, are not such as deserve to be envied, for we are
indeed in a prosperous state through you, but only in
common with all others ; and we desire no more than this,

to preserve our national religion without any prohibition
;

which as it appears not in itself a privilege to be grudged
us, so is it for the advantage of those that grant it to us

;

for if the divinity delights in being honoured, he delights
also in those that permit him to be honoured. And there
are none of our customs which are inhuman, but all are
pious and devoted to the preservation of justice ; nor do
we conceal these precepts of ours, by which we govern our
lives, as they are suggesters of piety, and of friendliness
to men : and the seventh day we set apart from labour for
the learning of our customs and laws,' as we think it proper
to reflect on them, as well as on any [good] thing else, in
order to avoid sin. If any one, therefore, examine our
customs, he will find that they are good in themselves, and
that they are ancient also, though some think otherwise,
so that those who have received them cannot easily be
brought to depart from them, from the honour they pay
to the length of time they have religiously observed them.

' We may here observe the ancient practice of the Jews, of dedicating
the Sabbath-day not to idleness, but to the learning their sacred rights
and religious customs, and to meditation on the law of Moses. The
like to which we meet with elsewhere in Josephus, as Against Anion,
i. § 22.—W.

^
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Now our adversaries are for unjustly taking our privileges

away, they violently seize upon that money of ours which
is offered to G-od, and called sacred money, and that

openly in a sacrilegious manner ; and they impose tribute

upon us, and bring us before tribunals and make us do
other services on holy days, not because the laws require

it, or for their own advantage, but because they would put
an affront on our religion, which they know as well as we,

indulging themselves in an unjust and involuntary hatred.

Tor your government over aU your subjects is one, and tends

to the establishing of benevolence and abolishing of ill-

wiE among such as are disposed to it. This then is what
we implore of thee, most mighty Agrippa, that we may not

be ill-treated ; that we may not be abused ; that we may
not be hindered from following our own customs ; nor be

despoiled of our goods ; nor be forced by these men to do

what we ourselves do not force them to do : for these

privileges of ours are not only according to justice, but

have also been granted us by you. And we are able to

read to you many decrees of the senate, and the tablets

that contain them, which are stiU extant in the Capitol,

concerning these things, which it is evident were granted

after you had experience of our fidelity towards you, and
which would be valid, even if no such fidelity had pre-

viously been shown by us. For you have hitherto preserved

what people were in possession of, not to us only but to

almost all men, and have added greater advantages than

they could have hoped for, and thereby your sway has be-

come a great advantage to them. And if any one were to

enumerate the benefits you have conferred on every nation,

he would never put an end to his discourse ;
but that we

may prove that we are not imworthy of aU those advan-

tages we have obtained, it will be sufficient for us to say

nothing of other things, but to speak freely of the king

who now governs us, and is one of thy assessors. Por

indeed, in what instance of good-will, as to your house,

has he been deficient ? What mark of fidelity to it has

he omitted ? What token of honour has he not devised ?

What occasion of assisting you has he not regarded first ?

What hinders, therefore, but that your kindnesses may be

as numerous as his so great benefits to you have been ?
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It may also perhaps be fit here not to pass over in silence

the valour of his father Antipater, who, when Cassar made
an expedition into Egypt, assisted him with two thousand

armed men, and proved second to none, either in the

battles on land, or in the management of the fleet. And
what need to say anything of the great importance those

soldiers were at that juncture? or how many and how
great presents they were vouchsafed by Csesar ? And
truly I ought before now to have mentioned the letters

which Csesar wrote to the senate at that time, and how
Antipater had public honours, and the freedom of the city

of Eome bestowed upon him. For these are proofs that

we have received these favours by our own deserts, and so

we petition thee for thy confirmation of them, from whom
we should have had reason to hope for them, even though

they had not been given us before, looking both to our king's

disposition towards you, and your disposition towards him.

"We have also been informed by those Jews, that were

there, with what kindness thou camest into our country,

and how thou offeredst perfect sacrifices to G-od, and
honoured him with perfect vows, and how thou gavest the

people a feast, and didst accept their own hospitable pre-

sents to thee. We ought to esteem all these kind enter-

tainments made both by our nation and city to a man
who has management of so much of the public affairs, as

indications of that friendship which thou feelest in return

to the Jewish nation, and which has been procured them
by the family of Herod. So we put thee in mind of these

things, in the presence of the king now sitting by thee,

and make our request for no more but this, that what you
have given us yourselves, you will not see taken away from
us by others."

§ 5. When Nicolaus had made this speech, there was no
opposition made to it by the Greeks, for this was not an
inquiry made as in a court of justice, but a petition to pre-

vent violence being offered to the Jews any longer. Nor
did the Greeks deny that they had done so, but their excuse

was that as the Jews inhabited their country, they were
entirely unjust to them [in not joining in their worship].

But the Jews proved that they were natives, and that,

though they worshipped according to their own institu-
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tions, they did nothing to harm them. So Agrippa, per-
ceiving that they had been oppressed by violence, made
the following answer: that because of Herod's good-will
and friendship, he was ready to grant the Jews whatever
they should ask him, and that their requests seemed to
him in themselves just ; and that if they requested any-
thing further, he should not scruple to grant it them,
provided it was no way to the detriment of the Eoman
empire ; and that, while their request was no more than
this, that the privileges they had already had given them
might not be abrogated, he confirmed this to them, that
they might continue in the observance of their own cus-
toms, without any one offering them injury." And when
he had said this, he dissolved the assembly ; upon which
Herod stood up, and saluted him, and gave him thanks
for the kind disposition he showed to them. Agrippa took
this in a very obliging manner, and saluted him back, and
embraced him, and then left Lesbos.' But Herod deter-

mined to sail homewards, and when he had taken his leave

of Agrippa, he set sail, and landed at Csesarea '^ in a few
days' time, having favourable winds, from whence he went
to Jerusalem, and there gathered all the people together to

an assembly, not a few being there from the country also.

So he came forward, and gave a particular account of all his

journey, and of the affairs of all the Jews in Asia, and how
owing to him they would live without injurious treatment
for the time to come. He also told them of all the good
fortune he had met with, and how he had administered the

government, and had not neglected anything which was
for their advantage ; and as he was very joyful, he now
remitted to them the fourth part of their taxes for the last

year. And they were so pleased with liis favour and
speech to them, that they went their ways with great

gladness, and wished the king all manner of happiness.

The island of Mytilene.
^ Csesarea Palaestina, KaisaHyeh.
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CHAP. in.

How great Disturbances arose in Herod's Family because of

his preferring Antipater, his eldest Son, to the rest, and
how Alexander took that Injury very much to heart.

BUT now the afEairs in Herod's family grew to more dis-

order, and became worse and worse, from the hatred

of Salome to the young men [Alexander and Aristobulus],

which descended as it were by inheritance [from their mother
Mariamne] ; and as she had completely succeeded against

their mother, so she proceeded to that degree of reckless

daring as to endeavour that none of her posterity might
be left aHve, who might have it in their power to revenge

her murder. The young men had also somewhat of a

haughty and ill-afEected air towards their father, occasioned

by the remembrance of what their mother had unjustly

suffered, and by their own desire for reigning. The old

grudge was again renewed, and they cast reproaches on
Salome and Pheroras, who requited the young men with
malice and laid treacherous snares for them. As for this

hatred, it was equal on both sides, but the manner of

showing it was clifEerent ; for as for the young men they
were rash, reproaching and affronting Salome and Pheroras
openly, being inexperienced enough to think it most noble

to declare their minds in that frank manner ; but Salome
and Pheroras did not take that method, but made use of

calumnies in subtle and spiteful manner, provoking the

young men on every occasion, and imagining that their bold-

ness might in time come to offering violence to their father.

For inasmuch as they were not ashamed of the pretended
crimes of their mother, and thought she suffered unjustly,

Salome and Pheroras supposed that their feelings might at

length exceed all bounds, and might induce them to think
they ought to be avenged on their father, even though
they despatched him with their own hands. At last it

came to this, that the whole city was full of talk of this

kind, and, as is usual in such contests, the inexperience of

the young men was pitied, but the contrivance of Salome
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was too much for them, and the imputations she laid upon
them came to be believed owing to their own conduct. For
they were so deeply affected at the death of their mother,
that while they said both she and themselves were in a
miserable case, they vehemently complained of her pitiable

end, which indeed was truly such, and said that they were
themselves in a pitiable case also, because they were forced

to live with those that had been her murderers, and likely

to experience the same treatment.

§ 2. These family feuds increased greatly, and the king's

absence abroad afforded a fit opportunity for their in-

crease. And as soon as Herod had returned, and had
made his speech to the multitude, Pheroras and Salome
immediately let fall words as if he were in great danger,

and as if the young men openly threatened that they
would not spare him any longer, but revenge their mother's

death upon him. They also added another circumstance,

that their hopes were fixed on Archelaus, the king of

Cappadocia, that they should be able through him to go

to Augustus and accuse their father. Herod was imme-
diately disturbed at hearing such things, and indeed was
the more dismayed because the same things were related

to him by some other persons also. This recalled to his

mind his former calamity, and he reflected that family

troubles had hindered him from enjoying any comfort from
those that were dearest to him, and from his wife whom
he loved so well ; and suspecting that his future troubles

would be even heavier and greater than those that were

past, he was in great confusion of mind. For divine

Providence had indeed conferred upon him a great many
outward advantages for his happiness, even beyond his

hopes, but the troubles he had at home were such as he

had never expected to have met with, and rendered him
. unfortunate ; nay, both good and bad fortune happened

to him more than one could have anticipated, and made it

a doubtful question, whether, upon the comparison of both,

it was desirable to have had so much success in outward

things with such great misfortunes at home, or whether it

would not have been better to avoid family troubles,

though he had never possessed the admired grandeur of a

kingdom.
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§ 3. As he was thus embarrassed and unhapjjy, in order

to put down these young men, he summoned to his court

another of his sons, that was born to him when he was a

private individual (whose name was Antipater), but he did

not indulge him then as he did afterwards, when he was
quite mastered by him, and let him do everything he

pleased, but rather in the design of repressing the insolence

of the sons of Mariamne, and managing this elevation of

his so, that it might be for a wamiug to them ; for their

audacity would not (he thought) be so great, if they were
once persuaded that the succession to the kingdom did not

appertain to them alone, or need of necessity come to

them. So he introduced Antipater as their rival, and
imagined this a good plan for abating their pride, and that

after this was done to the young men, there might be a
likelihood of their being of a better disposition. But the

event proved other than he expected. For the young
men thought he had done them a very great injury, and as

Antipater was a shrewd man, when he had once obtained

this position, and begun to expect greater things than he
had before hoped for, he had but one design, and that was
to hurt his brothers, and not to yield them the pre-eminence,

but to stick to his father, who was already alienated from
them by calumnies, and easy to be worked upon in any way
his zeal against them urged him to pursue, that he might
be continually more and more severe against them. Accor-
dingly, all the reports that were spread abroad came from
him, while he avoided himself the suspicion of those dis-

coveries coming from him, for he mainly used those per-
persons as his creatures who were unsuspected, and such
as might be believed to speak truth because of the good-
will they bore to the king. And indeed there were already
not a few who paid court to Antipater in hopes of gaining
somewhat by him, and these were the meu who most of
all persuaded Herod, because they apj)eared to speak
thus out of their good-will to him. And while these
accusations from various sources corroborated each other,

the young men themselves afforded further occasion for

suspicion. For they were observed to shed tears often, on
account of the dishonour that was done them, and often
had their mother in their mouths, and among their friends
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•openly ventured to reproach their father as not acting

justly by them ; aU which things were with an evil inten-

tion kept in memory by Antipater for a fit season, and
when they were repeated to Herod with exaggerations,

increased very much the family troubles. For as the king

was very angry at what was alleged against the sons of

Mariamne, and was desirous to humble them, he still in-

creased the honours that he bestowed on Antipater ; and
was at last so much under his influence that he actually

brought his mother to court. He also wrote frequently to

Augustus in his favour, and most earnestly recommended
him to him. And when Agrippa was returning to

Eome, after he had finished his ten years' government in

Asia, Herod sailed from Judaea, and when he met with

Agrippa, he had none with him but Antipater, whom he

delivered to him, that he might take him along with him,

together with many presents, that so he might become
Augustus' friend ; insomuch, that things already looked as

if he had all his father's favour, and that the young men
were entirely shut out of any hopes of the kingdom.

CHAP. IV.

How, during Antipater's Abode at Borne, Herod brought

Alexander and Aristohulus before Augustus, and accused

them. Alexander's Defence of himself before Augustus,

and Reconciliation with his Father.

AND now what happened during Antipater s absence

augmented the honour to which he had been promoted,

and his apparent eminence above his brothers, for he made

a great figure in Eome, because Herod had recommended

him by letter to all his friends there. Only he was grieved

that he was not at home, and had no opportunities for

perpetually calumniating his brothers ; and his chief fear

was, lest his father should alter his mind, and entertain

a more favourable opinion of the sons of Mariamne.

And as he had this in his mind, he did not desist from his
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purpose, but continually sent from Eome any such stories

as lie hoped might grieve and irritate his father against his

brothers, under pretence indeed of a deep concern for his

preservation, but in truth, such as his malignity suggested,

in order to add to his hope of the succession, which yet

was already great in itself ; and thus he did till he had
excited such a degree 6f anger and indignation in Herod,
that he was already become very ill-disposed towards the

young men. But as he shrank from publicly showing his

violent disgust vsdth them, that he might not either be too

remiss or too rash, and so offend, he thought it best to sail

to Eome, and there accuse his sons before Augustus, and
not to indulge himself in any such act as might from its

enormity be suspected of impiety. And on his going up
to Eome, it happened that he hastened to meet Augustus
at the city of Aquileia ;

^ and when he came to speech with
Augustus, he asked for a time for hearing this great cause,

wherein he thought himseK very miserable, and produced
his sons there, and accused them of their desperate con-

spiracy against him. He said that they were enemies to

him, and did their utmost to show their hatred to him their

father, and wished to take away his life in the most bar-
barous manner, and so obtain his kingdom, which he had
authority from Caesar to dispose of, not by necessity but
by choice, to him who should show the greatest piety to-

wards him. He said also that his sons were not so de-

sirous of ruling, as they were (upon being disappointed

thereof) to expose their own lives, if they might but deprive
their father of his life, so wild and polluted had their minds
become from their hatred to him. And whereas he had a
long time borne this misfortune, he was now compelled (he
said) to lay it before Augustus, and to pollute his ears with
the hearing of it. And yet what severity had they ever
suffered from him ? or what hardships had he ever laid

upon them to make them complain of him ? and how could
they think it just, that he should not be lord of that king-
dom, which he had gained in a long time and with great
danger, and that they should not allow him to keep it,

and dispose of it to him who should deserve best ? And
' The modern Aquileia, near the head of the Adriatic. It was the

capital of the province of Venetia.
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that, with other advantages, he proposed as a reward for

the piety of such a one as would hereafter imitate the

care he had taken of it, and such a one would gain so

great a requital. But it was an impious thing for them
to intrigue for it beforehand, for he who had ever the

kingdom in his view, at the same time reckoned on the

death of his father, because otherwise he could not come
to the throne. As for himself, he had hitherto given

them all that he was able, and all that was fit for such as

were subject to royal authority, and were the sons of a

king, pomp and servants, and delicate fare, and had mar-
ried them into the most illustrious families, Aristobulus

to his sister's daughter, and Alexander to the daughter
of king Archelaus. And what was the greatest favour of

all, though their crimes were so very bad, and he had
authority to punish them, yet had he not made use of it

against them, but had brought them before Augustus, their

common benefactor, and had not used the severity which
he might have done, either as a father who had been im-

piously treated, or as a king who had been conspired against,

but made them stand upon the same level as himself in

judgment. Lastly he said that it was necessary that all

ithis should not be passed over without punishment, nor he

himself live in the greatest fears ; nay, that it was not for

their own advantage to see the light of the sun after what
they had aimed at, even if they should escape that time,

since they had done the vilest things that ever were known
among mankind, and would certainly sufier the greatest

punishment.

§ 2. These were the accusations which Herod brought

with great vehemence against his sons before Augustus.

Now the young men wept and were in confusion while he

was speaking, and still more at his concluding. As to them-

selves, they knew in their own consciences that they were

innocent,but because they were accused bytheir father, they

knew, as was indeed the case, that it was hard for them to

make their apology, since though they were at liberty to

speak their minds freely as the occasion required, and

might with force and earnestness refute their father's

accusation, yet it was not now decent so to do. There was

therefore a difficulty how they should be able to speak,

III. II
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and tears and at last deep groans followed, for they were

afraid, if they said nothing, that they should seem to be in

this difficulty from a consciousness of guilt, nor had they

any defence ready because of their youth and the alarm

they were in. Nor did Augustus fail to perceive, when
he saw the confusion they were in, that their delay to make
their defence did not arise from any consciousness of

crime, but from their unskilfulness and modesty. They
were also commiserated by those who were present, nay
they privately moved their father with genuine emotion.

§ 3. So when they sawtherewas a kind disposition both in

him and Augustus, and that every one else present did

either shed tears, or at least sympathize with them, the

one of them, whose name was Alexander, addressed his

father, and attempted to answer his accusations, and said,

" O father, the benevolence thou hast shown to us is

evident, even in this very judicial procedure, for hadst

thou had any bad intentions in regard to us, thou wouldst
not have produced us here before the common saviour of all.

For it was in thy power, both as a king and as a father, to

punish the guilty, but by thus bringing us to Eome, and
making Augustus himself a witness to what is done, thou
intimatest that thou intendest to save us, for no one that

has a design to slay a man will bring him to temples and
sanctuaries. But our circumstances are still worse, for

we cannot endure to live any longer, if it be believed

that we have injured such a father; nay, perhaps, it

would be worse for us to live with this suspicion upon
us, that we have injured him, than to die innocent. But
if our bold defence be received as true, we shall be happy,
both in persuading thee, and in escaping the danger we are

in, but if this calumny still prevails, it is more than enough
for us that we have seen the sun this day, for why should
we see it with this suspicion fixed upon us ? Now, it is easy
to say of young men, that they desire to reign, and to add
charges about our unhappy mother, is abundantly sufficient

to produce our present misfortune out of the former. But
consider well, whether such an accusation does not siiit all

young men, and may not be said of them all promiscuously ?

For nothing can hinder him that reigns, if he have chil-

dren, and their mother be dead, but that he may have
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a suspicion of all his sons, as intending some treachery

against him ; but a mere suspicion is not sufficient to

prove such impiety. Now let any man say, whether we
have actually dared to attempt any such things as would
make actions otherwise incredible to appear credible. Can
anyone prove the preparation of poison, or a conspiracy

•of our comrades, or the corruption of servants, or letters

written against thee? though indeed there are none of

those things but have sometimes been invented by calumny,
though they were never done. For a royal family that is

at variance with itseK is a terrible thing ; and the throne,

which thou callest a reward of piety, often excites in very

wicked men such hopes as make them draw back from no
criminality. However no one will actually lay any crime

to our charge. And as to calumny, how can he put an
end to it, who will not hear what we have to say?
Have we talked with too great freedom? not against

thee, for that would be wrong, but against those that

never conceal anything that is spoken to them. Have
either of us lamented our mother ? yes, but not because

she is dead, but because she was ill spoken of by unworthy
persons. Are we desirous of the throne which we know
our father is possessed of ? For what reason can we be

so ? if we already have royal honours, as we have, should

we not labour in vain ? And if we have them not, yet are

not we in hope of them? Or supposing that we had
killed thee, could we expect to obtain thy kingdom ? why,

neither the earth would let us tread upon it, nor the sea let

us sail upon it, after such an action as that : nay, the

religion of all your subjects, and the piety of the whole

nation, would have prevented parricides from being at the

head of affairs, and from entering into the most holy

temple built by thee. And suppose we had made light of

other dangers, can any murderer go off unpunished, while

Augustus is alive? We are thy sons, and not so im-

pious or thoughtless as that, though perhaps more un-

fortunate than was well for thee. But if thou neither

findest any causes of complaint, nor any treacherous de-

.signs, what sufficient evidence hast thou to make such

wickedness credible ? Our mother is dead indeed, but what

befell her would be an instruction to us to caution, and not
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an incitement to wickedness. We are willing to make a

longer apology for ourselves, but actions never done do not

admit of argument. Wherefore we make this agreement

with thee before Augustus, the lord of all, as mediator

now between us : if thou, father, canst bring thyself

by the evidence of truth to have a mind free from suspi-

cion concerning us, let us live, though even then we
shall not be happy; for to be accused of great acts of

wickedness, though falsely, is a terrible thing ; but if thou

hast any fear remaining, continue thou in thy pioiis life,

we will see to ourselves,' our life is not so desirable tO'

us as for us to wish to have it, if it tend to the harm of our

father who gave it us."

§ 4. When Alexander had thus spoken, Augustus, who did

not even before believe so grave a charge, was still more
moved, and lookedintentlyupon Herod,and perceived hewas
a little confused ; and the persons present were in anxiety

about the young men, and the fame that was spread,

abroad at court made the king hated. For the incredi-

biUty of the charge, and the pity felt for the young men, who-

were in the flower of youth and beauty of body, inspired

sympathy, and the more so because Alexander had made-

his defence with dexterity and prudence. Nay, the young
men themselves did not any longer continue in their former
guise, bedewed with tears and with eyes cast down to the
ground, for now there arose in them a hope of better things,,

and the king himself appeared not to have had foundation

enough to build such an accusation upon, he having no real

evidence to convict them, so that some apology seemed re-

quired from him. But Augustus, after some delay, said, that

although the young men were innocent of that with which
they had been charged, yet they had been to blame for not

having demeaned themselves towards their father so as to

prevent the suspicion which was spread abroad concerning

them. He also exhorted Herod to lay aside all such suspicion

and to be reconciled to his sons ; for it was not just to give-

any credit to such reports concerning his own children ; and
this change of mind on both sides might not only heal those

breaches that had happened between them, but might even

' A euphemism for committing suicide.
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improve theirgood-willto one another, whereby on both sides,

apologizing for the rashness of their suspicions, they might
resolve to feel more affection towards each other than they
had before. After Augustushad given themthis admonition,
he beckoned to the young men, and when they were dis-

posed to fall down at their father's feet, he took them up,

and embraced them, in tears as they were, and took each of

them in turn into his arms, till not one of those that

were present, whether freeman or slave, but was deeply

affected.

§ 5. Then did they return thanks to Augustus, and went
away together, and with them went Antipater, who hypo-
critically pretended that he rejoiced at this reconciliation.

And on the following days Herod made Augustus a pre-

sent of three hundred talents, as he was then exhibiting

shows, and bestowing largesses on the people of Rome ; and
Augustus made him a present of half the revenue of the

copper mines in Cyprus, and committed the care of the other

half to him, and honoured him with other gifts and incomes

:

and as to his kingdom, he left it in his own power to ap-

point which of his sons he pleased as his successor, or to

distribute it in parts to each, that the royal rank might

.so come to them all. And when Herod was disposed to

make such a settlement at once, Augustus said that he

would not give him leave to deprive himself, while he was

alive, of the power over his kingdom, or over his sons.

§ 6. After this Herod returned to Judsea again. But
during his absence from home, the Trachonites, no small

part of his dominions, had revolted, but the commanders

he left there had vanquished them, and compelled them to

submission again. Now, as Herod was sailing with his

.sons, and put in near Cilicia at Elseusa, which has now had

its name changed to Sebaste,^ he met with Archelaus king of

Cappadocia, who received him kindly, and rejoiced that he

was reconciled to his sons, and that the accusation against

Alexander, who had married his daughter, was at an end.

They also made one another such presents as it became

> The island and town of Elseusa, called Sebaste, was near the river

Lamas, on the south-east coast of Asia Minor. It is now a small peninsula

covered with ruins, and connected with the main land by an isthmus of

sand.
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kings to mate. From thence Herod went to Judaea, and
to the temple, where he made a speech to the people, con-

cerning what had been done during his absence from home,,

telling them about Augustus' kindness to him, and about as

many of the particular things he had done, as he thought

it for his advantage they should be acquainted with. At
last he turned his speech to the admonition of his sons, and
exhorted the courtiers and the multitude to concord, and
informed them, that his sons were to reign after him,.

Antipater first, and then Alexander and Aristobulus, the

sons of Mariamne ; but at present he desired that they

should all pay court to himself, and esteem him king and
lord of all, since he was not yet effete from old age, but

was at that period of life when he was most skilful in,

governing, and that he was not deficient in other arts that

might enable him to govern the kingdom well, and to rule

over his children also. He also told the rulers and sol-

diers, that in case they looked to him alone, they would
pass their lives in tranquillity, and would make one another

happy. And when he had said this, he dismissed the as-

sembly. His speech was acceptable to most of the audience,,

but not to some, for the contention among his sons, and
the hopes he had given them, occasioned thoughts and
desires of innovation among some of them.

CHAP. V.

How Herod celebrated Games, to take place every fifth Year,
-upon the Building of Ocesarea ; and how he huilt and
adorned many other Places in a magnificent manner ; and
hotv he did many other Actions gloriously.

§1-

ABOUT this time Cffisarea Sebaste, which Herod had
built, was finished. The entire building being con-

cluded in the tenth year, the solemnity of it fell in the
twenty-eighth year of Herod's reign, and in the hundred
and ninety-second Olympiad. There was accordingly a,

great festival, and most sumptuous preparations were made
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at once for its dedication. For the king appointed con-

tests in music and athletic exercises, and also got ready a
great number of gladiators, and of beasts for like purpose :

horse races also, and the most costly of such sports and
shows as used to be exhibited at Eome and in other places.

He consecrated these contests to Csesar Augustus, and
ordered them to be celebrated every fifth year. He also

provided aU. the apparatus for it at his own expense, to set

of£ his liberality ; and Julia, the Emperor's wife, sent a
great part of her most costly things privately from Eome,
insomuch that he had no want of anything. The sum of

them all was estimated at five hundred talents. Now
when a great multitude was come to Caesarea, to see the

shows, as well as the ambassadors whom various people

sent because of the benefits they had received from Herod,
he entertained them all in the public inns, and at public

tables, and with perpetual feasts, the festival having in

the day-time the attractions of the fights, and in the night-

time such merry-making as cost vast sums of money, and
publicly demonstrated the greatness of his soul, for in all

his undertakings he was ambitious to exhibit what exceeded

whatever had been done before. And they say that

Augustus himself and Agrippa often said, that the do-

minions of Herod were too little for the greatness of his

soul, for he deserved to have the kingdom of all Syria, and
of Egypt also.

§ 2. After this solemnity and these festivals were over,

Herod erected another city in the plain which is called

Capharsaba, where he chose out a fit place, both for plenty

of water and goodness of soil for what was there planted,

as a river encompassed the city itself, and a grove of the

best trees for size was round about it. This he named
Antipatris after his father Antipater.' He also built, upon
another spot of ground above Jericho, a place of great

security, and very pleasant for habitation, and called it

Cypros ' after the name of his mother. He also dedicated

the finest monument to his brother Phasaelus, on account of

' Now Bus el-'Ain, near the point at which the Eoman road from

Jerusalem to Caesarea left the hills for the plain,
' Possibly Beit Jubr et-Tahtdni. See Jewish War, i. 21, §§ 4, 9 ; ii.

18, § 6.
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the great natural affection there had been hetween them, by
erecting a tower in the city itseK, not smaller than the

tower of Pharos,' which he called Phasaelus, which was at

once a part of the defences of the city and a memorial of

him that was deceased, because it bore his name. He also

built a city which he called after him in the valley of

Jericho, as you go from it northwards, whereby he rendered

the neighbouring country more fruitful, by the cultivation

which its inhabitants introduced; and this he called

Phasaelis.^

§ 3. As for his other benefits, it is impossible to reckon

up those which he bestowed on cities both in Syria and in

Greece, and in all the places he went to in his travels. For
he seems to have contributed very liberally to many public

burdens and to the building of pubhc works, and fur-

nished the money that was necessary for such works as

wanted it upon the failure of their revenues. But the

gi'eatest and most illustrious of all his works was the

erection of Apollo's temple at Rhodes at his own expense,

and his giving the people of Ehodes a great many talents

of silver to build a fleet. He also built the greatest part

of the public edifices for the inhabitants of Nicopolis ^ near

Actium : and for the inhabitants of Antioch, the principal

city of Syria, where a broad street cuts through the place

lengthways, he built porticoes along it on both sides, and
paved the open road with polished stone, which was of

very great advantage to the inhabitants. And as to the

Olympian games, which were in a very low condition

because of want of money, he revived their reputation, and
appointed revenues for keeping them up, and made that

general festival more stately as to the sacrifices and other

displays. And because of this great liberality, he was
almost unanimously registered as one of the perpetual

judges of those games.

§ 4. Now there are some who stand amazed at the diver-

sity of Herod's nature and purposes. For when we look at

his magnificence, and at the benefits which he bestowed on

' The present ' Tower of David ' at Jerusalem.
^ Now Fusdil.
^ Built by Augustus in commemoration of the victory of Actium ; the

ruins are near Prevesa.
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all people, there is no possibility even for those that had the

least respect for him to deny, or not to admit, that he had
a nature vastly beneficent ; but when any one looks upon
the punishments he inflicted, and the injuries he did not

only to his subjects but to his nearest relations, and takes

notice of his severe and unrelenting disposition, he will be
forced to allow that he appears brutish, and a stranger to

all humanity; whence some people suppose his nature to be

various and sometimes self-contradictory. But I am my-
self of another opinion, and imagine that the cause of both

these sort of actions was one and the same. For being an
ambitious man, and quite overcome by that passion, he was
induced to be magnificent, wherever there appeared any
hopes either of future memory or of present reputation

;

and as his expenses were beyond his means, he was neces-

sitated to be harsh to his subjects. For the persons on
whom he expended his money were so many that they made
him a very bad procurer of it ; and as he was conscious

that he was hated by those under him for the injuries he

had done them, he thought it no easy thing to amend his

offences, for that was inconvenient for his revenue ; he

therefore strove on the other hand to make their ill-will an

opportunity to add to his gains. As to his own people, there-

fore, if anyone was not very obsequious to him in language,

and would not confess himself to be his slave, or seemed

to think of any innovation in his realm, he was not

able to contain himself, but prosecuted his very kindred

and friends, and punished them as if they were his enemies ;

and he committed such faults from a desire that he might

himself alone be honoured. Now for this my assertion

about that feeling of his, we have the greatest evidence, by

what he did to honour Augustus and Agrippa and his other

friends ; for those honours he paid to those who were his

superiors he desired also to be paid to himself ; and
what he thought the most excellent present he could

make another, he showed an inclination to have also pre-

sented to himself. But the Jewish nation is by their law

a stranger to all such things, and accustomed to prefer

righteousness to glory ; for which reason that nation was

not agreeable to him, because it was out of their power to

flatter the king's ambition with statues or temples, or any
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other such things. And this seems to me to have been at

once the cause of Herod's harsh acts to his own courtiers

and counsellors, and of his benefits to foreigners and to

those that had no relation to him.

CHAP. VI.

An Embassage of the Jews in Cyrene and Asia to Augiistus,

concerning the Complaints they had to make against the

Greeks; with Copies of the Letters which Augustus and
Agrippa wrote to the Cities for them.

.§!•

NOW the Greek cities ill-treated the Jews in Asia, and
also all those of the same nation who lived in Libya '

near Cyrene, though the former kings had given them
equal privileges with the other citizens ; but the Greeks,

oppressed them at this time, and that so far as to take
away their sacred money, and to do them mischief on
particular occasions. As therefore they were thus evil

intreated, and found no end of the barbarous treatment
they met with among the Greeks, they sent ambassadors
to Augustus about these matters. And he gave them the
same privileges as they had before, and sent letters to the
same purpose to the governors of the provinces, copies of

which I subjoin here, as testimonies of the favourable dis-

position the Roman emperors formerly had towards us.

§ 2. " Csesar Augustus, Pontifex Maximus, and tribune
of the people, ordains as follows. Since the nation of the
Jews has been found friendly to the Roman people, not only
at this time, but in time past also, and especially Hyrcanus
the high priest, under my father Csesar the emperor," it

has seemed good to me and my council, according to the
wish and oath of the people of Eome, that the Jews should

' Libya was that portion of Africa which lay to the west of Lower
and Middle Egypt.

^ Augustus here calls Julius Csesar his ' father,' though hy birth he
was only his ' uncle,' on account of his adoption by him. See the same,
Antiq. xiv. 14, § 4.—W.
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have Uterty to follow their own customs, according to
the law of their forefathers, as they did under Hyrcanus
the high priest of Almighty God ; and that their sacred
money be not touched, hut be sent to Jerusalem, and that
it be committed to the care of the receivers at Jerusalem

;

and that they be not obliged to appear in court either on
the Sabbath-day, or on the day of preparation before it,

after the ninth hour.^ And if any one be caught stealing

their holy books, or their sacred money, whether it be out
of the synagogue, or from the men's apartments, he shall

be deemed a sacrilegious person, and his goods shall be
confiscated to the public treasury of the Eomans. And I
give order, that the decree which they have given me, on
account of the piety which I exercise to all mankind, and
out of regard to Caius Marcus Censorinus, and the present

edict, be put up in the most eminent place consecrated to

me by the community of Asia at Ancyra." And if any one
transgress any part of what is above decreed, he shall be
severely punished." This was inscribed upon a pillar in

the temple of Caesar Augustus.

§ 3. " Caesar Augustus sends greeting to Norbanus
Flaccus. Let those Jews, however numerous they be, who
have been used according to their ancient custom to send
their sacred money to Jerusalem, do the same freely."

These were the decrees of Caesar Augustus.

§ 4. Agrippa also himself wrote in the following manner
on behalf of the Jews. " Agrippa, to the magistrates,

senate, and people of the Ephesians, greeting. I will

that the care and custody of the sacred money that is

carried to the temple at Jerusalem be left to the Jews of

Asia, to do with it according to their ancient custom ; and
that such as steal that sacred money of the Jews, and flee

to a sanctuary, shall be torn from thence and delivered to

the Jews, by the same law that sacrilegious persons are

torn from thence. I have also written to Silanus the

' This is authentic evidence, that the Jews, in the days of Augustus,

began to prepare for the celebration of the Sabbath at the ninth hour
on Friday, as the tradition of the elders did, it seems, theu require of

them.—W.
^ Angora in Asia Minor ; the inscription was on one of the walls of

the Temple.
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prsetor, that no one compel the Jews to appear in court

on the Sabbath-day."

§ 5. " Marcus Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate, and

people of Cyrene, greeting. The Jews of Gyrene have

petitioned me for the performance of what Augustus sent

orders about to Flavins, who was then prsetor of Libya,

and to the other procurators of that province, that the

sacred money should be sent to Jerusalem without hin-

drance, as has been their custom from their forefathers,

for they complain that they are harassed by certain in-

formers, and, under pretence of taxes which are not due,

are hindered from sending them ; which I command to be

restored them without any diminution or trouble; and
if any of that sacred money in the cities be taken from
their proper receivers, I further enjoin, that the same be

duly returned to the Jews in that place."

§ 6. " Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, sends greeting

to the magistrates and senate of the Sardians. The Em-
peror has written to me, and commanded me not to forbid

the Jews, however numerous they be, from assembling

together according to the custom of their forefathers, or

from sending their money to Jerusalem. I have therefore

written to you, that you may know that both the Emperor
and I would have you act accordingly."

§ 7. Nor did Julius Antonius, the proconsul, write

otherwise. " To the magistrates, senate, and people of the

Ephesians, greeting. As I was dispensing justice at

Ephesus on the Ides of February, the Jews that dwell in

Asia pointed out to me, that Caesar Augustus and Agrippa
had permitted them to use their own laws and customs,

and to ofEer those their first fruits, which every one of them
freely offers to the Deity on account of piety, and to carry

them in a company together to Jerusalem without let or

hindrance. They also petitioned me, that I would also

confirm what had been granted by Augustus and Agrippa
by my own decree. I would therefore have you take notice,

according to the will of Augustus and Agrippa, that I

permit them to use, and do according to, the customs of

their forefathers without let or hindrance."

§ 8. I have felt obliged to set down these decrees, be-

cause the history of our acts will go generally among the
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Greeks, and I have thus shown them that we were formerlj
held in great esteem, and were not prohibited by those
governors we were under from keeping any of the laws
of our forefathers ; nay, that we were supported by them
in following our own religion and worship of God. And
I frequently mention these decrees to reconcile other people
to us, and to remove any reasons for that hatred which
inconsiderate men seem naturally to bear to us. As for
our customs, there is no nation which always makes use of
the same, and in every city almost we meet with difEerent

ones ; but justice is most for the advantage of all men
equally, both Greeks and barbarians, to which our laws
pay the greatest regard, and so render us, if we observe
them rightly, benevolent and friendly to all men. On
which account we have reason to expect the like return

from others, nor ought they to esteem difference of in-

stitutions a sufficient cause of alienation, but should look

rather to virtue and probity, for this belongs to all men
in common, and is sufficient of itself alone for the pre-

servation of human Ufe. I now return to the thread of

my history.

CHAP. VII.

Sow, upon Ms going down into David's Tomb, the Troubles

in Herod's Family greatly increased.

§1-

AS for Herod, he had spent vast sums on the cities both
without and within his own kingdom: and as he

soon heard how Hyrcanus, who had been king before

him, had opened David's tomb, and taken out of it three

thousand talents of silver, and how there was much more
left, indeed enough to suffice for all his wants, he had long

intended to make an attempt on it, so now he opened the

tomb by night, and went into it, and to prevent its being

known in the city took only his most faithful friends with

him. As for money, he found none, as Hyrcanus had

done, but golden ornaments and various treasures laid

up there, all of which he took away. However, he had a-
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great desire to make a more diligent search, and to go
further in, even as far as the verj coffins of David and
Solomon. But two of his bodv-guards -were slain, by a
flame that burst out upon those that went in, as the report

went, so he was terribly frightened, and went out and
built a propitiatory memorial in white stone at the mouth
of the tomb at great expense, to mark the fright he had
been in. Even Nicolaus his historiographer makes men-
tion of this building of Herod, though he does not mention
his going down into the tomb, as he knew that action

was indecorous. And many other things he treats in the

same manner in his history. For he wrote in Herod's life-

time, and during his reign, and so as to please and serve

him, touching upon nothing but what tended to his glory,

and openly excusing many of his notorious crimes, and
very diligently concealing them. And as he was desirous

to put a good colour on the murder of Mariamne and her
sons, which were barbarous actions on the part of the
king, he tells falsehoods about the incontinence of Mari-
amne, and the treacherous plots of her sons, and thus he
proceeded in his whole work, passing excessive encomiums
upon the just actions Herod did, and earnestly apologizing
for his unjust ones. However, as I said, one might say a
great deal by way of excuse for Nicolaus ; for he did not
so much write a history for others, as what might serve

the king himself. As for ourselves, who come of a familv
nearly allied to the Asamonsean kings, and so have the
honour of the piriesthood, we think it unbecoming to say
anything that is false about them, and accordingly we have
described their actions in an honest and upright manner.
And although we reverence many of Herod's posterity who
still reign, yet do we pay a greater regard to truth tlian to

them, and that though it has sometimes happened that we
have incurred their displeasure by so doing.

§ 2. Now Herod's family troubles seemed to be aug-
mented by the attempt he made upon David's tomb,
whether divine vengeance increased the calamities he suf-
fered from, in order to render them incurable, or whether
fortune made an assault upon him in those cases, wherein
the opportuneness of the case made it strongly believed
that the calamities came upon him for his impiety. For
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the quarrels were like a civil war in his palace, and their

hatred towards one another was such that each strove to

exceed one another in calumnies. And Antipater was
always undermining his brothers, and that very cunningly

:

he got them loaded with accusations, but took upon him-
self frequently to apologize for them, that this seeming
benevolence to them might make him get believed, and for-

ward his attempts against them. By this means he in

various ways circumvented his father, who believed that

all he did was for his preservation. Herod also recom-

mended Ptolemy, who was the manager of the affairs of

his kingdom, to Antipater, and consulted with his mother
about important matters also. And indeed these were all

in all, and did what they pleased, and made the king

angry with any other persons, as they thought would be to

their own advantage. So the sons of Mariamne got in a

worse and worse condition perpetually, and as they were

passed over, and set in a more dishonourable rank, though

by birth the most noble, they could not bear the dishonour.

As for the women, Alexander's wife Glaphyra, the daughter

of Archelaus, was hated by Salome, both because of her

love to her own husband, and because of Glaphyra's

seeming to behave herself somewhat insolently towards

her daughter,' who was the wife of Aristobulus, which

equality of rank to herself Grlaphyra took very impa-

tiently.

§ 3". Now, besides this second strife that had fallen out

among them, neither did the king's brother Pheroras keep

himself out of trouble, but gave private grounds for sus-

picion and hatred. For he was overcome by the charms of

his wife to such a degree of madness, that he despised the

land's daughter, to whom he had been betrothed, and

wholly adhered to his wife, who had been but a slave.

So Herod was vexed at the dishonour done him, because

he had bestowed many favours upon him, and had ad-

vanced him to that height of power that he was almost a

partner with him in the kingdom, and saw that he did not

make him a due return for his favours, and esteemed him-

self unhappy on that account. So upon Pheroras' refusal,

' Berenice, the daughter of Salome.



176 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHTTS. [bOOK XTI.

he gaye the damsel to Phasaelus's son: but after some
time, when he thought the heat of his brother's affection

for his wife was abated, he blamed him for his former
conduct, and asked him to take his second daughter,

whose name was Cypros. Ptolemy also advised him to

leave off affronting his brother, and to put away her whom
he loved, for it was disgraceful to be so enamoured of a
slave, as to deprive himself of the king's good-will to him,
and become an occasion of his trouble, and make himself
hated by him. Pheroras knew that this advice was for his

good, particularly as he had been accused before, and
forgiven ; so he put the poor woman away, although he
had already a son by her, and promised the king that he
would take his second daughter, and agreed that the thir-

tieth day after should be the day of marriage ; and swore
he would have no further intercourse with her whom he
had put away. But when the thirty days were over, he
was such a slave to his affections, that he no longer per-

formed anything he had promised, but continued still with
his former wife. This plainly grieved Herod and made
him angry, so that the king dropped one word or other
against Pheroras perpetually ; and many made the king's

anger an opportimity for calumniating him. Nor had the
king any longer a single quiet day or hour, but some fresh

quarrel or other arose among his relations and those that
were dearest to him. For Salome was of a harsh temper,
and ill-natured to Mariamne's sons, nor would she suffer

her ovm daughter, who was the wife of Aristobulus, one of
those young men, to live happily with her husband, but per-
suaded her to tell her if he said anything to her in private

;

and when any misunderstanding happened, as is common,
she raised a great many suspicions out of it ; by which
means she learned all their concerns, and made the damsel
iU-natured to the young man. And in order to gratify her
mother, she often said that the young men used to mention
Mariamne when they were by themselves, and that they
hated their father, and were continually threatening, if

they once got the kingdom, that they would make Herod's
sons by his other wives village-clerks, for the present
education which was given them, and their diligence in

learning, fitted them for such an employment ; while as
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for the women, whenever they saw them adorned with their
mother's clothes, they threatened, that instead of their
present gaudy apparel, they should be clothed in sackcloth,
and confined so closely that they should not see the light
of the sun. These stories were at once carried by Salome
to the king, who was troubled to hear them, and en-
deavoured to make up matters ; but these suspicions
afflicted him, and becoming more and more uneasy, he
believed everybody against everybody. However, upon his
rebuking his sons, and hearing their defence, he was easier

for a while, though a little afterwards much worse troubles
came upon him.

§ 4. For Pheroras went to Alexander, the husband of

Glaphyra, who was the daughter of Archelaus, as I have
already stated, and said, that he had heard from Salome,
that Herod was enamoured of Glaphyra, and that his pas-
sion for her was vehement. When Alexander heard that,

he was aU on fire from his youth and jealousy, and put
the worst interpretation on Herod's attentions to her, wluch
were very frequent, from the suspicions he had on account
of what fell from Pheroras. Nor could he conceal his

grief at the thing, but went to his father and informed him.

of what Pheroras had said. Upon this Herod was more
put out than ever, and not being able to bear such a false

calumny, which tended to his shame, was much disturbed at

it : and often did he complain of the wickedness of his rela-

tions, and how good he had been to them, and what iU return

they had made him. And he sent for Pheroras, and re-

proached him, and said, " Thou vilest of all men ! art thou
come to that unmeasureable and extravagant degree of in-

gratitude, as not only to suppose but to speak such things of

me ? I now indeed perceive what thy intentions are, it is not

thy aim only to reproach me, in using such words to my son,

but thereby to tempt him to plot against me, and take me
off by poison. For who, if he had not a good genius Hke
my son, would have such a suspicion of his father, and not

revenge himself upon him ? Dost thou suppose that thou
hast only dropped a word for him to think of, and not

rather put a sword into his hand to slay his father 'i And
what dost thou mean, when thou really hatest both him
and his brother, by pretending kindness to them, only
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to raise calumnies against me, and by talking of such

tkings as no one but such an impious wretch as thou art

could either devise in mind or declare in words. Begone,

thou that art such a vile plague to thy benefactor and

brother, and may that evil conscience of thine go along

with thee ; and may I stUl overcome my relations by kind-

ness, and be so far from avenging myself on them as they

deserve, as to bestow greater benefits upon them than they

are worthy of."

§ 5. Thus did the king speak. Whereupon Pheroras,

who was caught in the very act of his villainy, said, that

Salome had concocted this plot, and that the words came
from her. And as soon as she heard that (for she happened

to be at hand), she cried out plausibly that no such word ever

came out of her mouth, and that they all earnestly endea-

voured to make the king hate her, and to get rid of her,

because of the good-will she bore to Herod, and because

she was always foreseeing the dangers that were coming

upon him ; and that at present there were more plots

against him than usual ; and as she was the only person

who had urged her brother to put away the wife he now
had, and to marry the king's daughter, it was no wonder if

she was hated by him. As she said this, and often tore her

hair, and often beat her breast, her countenance made her

denial somewhat plausible, but the malignity of her

character argued her dissimulation. But Pheroras was in

a fix, and had nothing plausible to offer in his own defence,

for he confessed that he had said what was charged against

him, but was not believed when he said he had heard it from
Salome. So the confusion among them, and their quarrel-

some words to one another, increased. At last the king,

out of his hatred to his brother and sister, sent them both
away ; and when he had commended the moderation of his

son in himself telling him of the report, as it was now late

he went to rest. After such a contest as this had fallen

out among them, Salome's reputation suffered greatly,

since she was supposed to have first raised the calumny

;

and the king's wives hated her, knowing she was a very ill-

natured woman and unreliable, as she would sometimes
be a friend, and sometimes an enemy. So they perpetually

said one thing or other against her to Herod, and some-
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tliiug that now Lappened made them the bolder in speak-
ing against her.

§ 6. There was one Obodas, king of Arabia, an inactive

and slothful man in his nature ; and Syllseus managed
most of his affairs for him. He was an able man, although
but young, and was handsome also. This Syllseus upon
some occasion coming to Herod, and supping with him,
saw Salome, and set his heart upon her ; and understand-
ing that she was a widow he made up to her. Now because
Salome was at this time less iu favour with her brother,

and looked upon Syllseus with some passion, she was very
earnest to be married to him ; and on the following days,

as they went to supper, there appeared many and very
great indications of their mutual understanding. Now the

women carried this news to the king, and laughed at the

unseemliness of it ; whereupon Herod inquired further

about it of Pheroras, and desired him to observe at

supper how they behaved to one another ; and he

told him that by their nods and looks they were both

evidently in love. After this the Arabian being suspected

went away, but came again two or three months after-

wards, as if on that very design, and spoke to Herod about

it, and asked that Salome might be given him to wife ; for

he said that affinity with him might be not unprofitable to

Herod through his connection with Arabia, the government
of which country was already in effect in his hands,

and would be still more so hereafter. And when Herod
discoursed with his sister about it, and asked her, whether

she were disposed to the match, she quickly agreed to it.

But when Syllseus was asked to conform to the Jewish re-

ligion, and then he should marry her (for it was impossible

to do so on any other terms), he would not hear of it,

but went his way, for he said if he should do so, he would

be stoned by the Arabs. Then did Pheroras twit Salome
with her lust, as did the women much more, who said that

Syllseus had had connection ^vith her. As for the damsel,

whom the king had betrothed to his brother Pheroras, who
had not taken her, as I have before stated, because he was
enamoured of his wife, Salome asked Herod that she might

be given to her son by Costobarus, which match Herod had
no objection to, but was dissuaded from it by Pheroras,
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who pleaded that this young man would not be kind to

her, because of the murder of his father, and that it was
much more just that his son should have her, who was to

be his successor in the tetrarchy. So he sued for pardon,

and the king's wrath was over. And the damsel, upon
this change of her espousals, was disposed of to this young
man, the son of Pheroras, the king giving her also as her
portion a hundred talents.

CHAP. VIII.

How Herod arrested Alexander, and put him in prison, and
how Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, reconciled him to his

Father Herod again.

§1-

HOWEVEE affairs in Herod's family grew no better, but
were every day more troublesome. And the following

circumstance happened, which arose from no decent occa-

sion, and proceeded so far as to bring great difficulties

upon him. There were certain eunuchs whom the king
was very fond of on account of their beauty ; and the
care of bringing him drink was intrusted to one of

them, of bringing him his supper to another, and of
putting him to bed to the third, who almost managed the
principal affairs of the kingdom. Now some one told the
king that these eunuchs had been corrupted by Alexander
the king's son with great sums of money. And when
Herod asked them if Alexander had had criminal dealings

with them, they confessed that he had, but said they knew
of no further criminality on his part against his father. But
when they were tortured, and were in the utmost extre-

mity, for the tormentors to gratify Antipater stretched the
rack to the very utmost, they said that Alexander bore
great ill-will and innate hatred to his father : and that he
had told them, that Herod despaired of living much longer,
and that in order to cover his great age, he dyed his hair
black, and endeavoured to conceal what would discover
how old he was ; but if they would join him, when he
should attain the kingdom, which, in spite of his father.
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"Would come to no one else, tliey should quickly have the

first place in the kingdom under him; and he was now
ready to take the kingdom, not only as his birthright, but
by the preparations he had made for obtaining it, because

a great many of the rulers, and a great many of his friends

were zealous partisans of his, ready both to do and to

suffer anything.

§ 2. When Herod heard this confession, he was all over

anger and fear, some parts of it seeming to him insulting,

and some making him suspicious of dangers that awaited

him, insomuch that on both accounts he was provoked, and
bitterly afraid lest some worse plot should be actually laid

against him than he should be able to escape from now.

So he did not any longer make any open search, but sent

about spies to watch such as he suspected, for he was now
overrun with suspicion and hatred against everybody, and
indulging his suspicions, in order to his preservation, he

continually suspected those that were innocent. Nor did

he set any bounds to himself, but supposing that those

who were near him had the most power to hurt him, they

were his bugbears ; and for those that were not used to come
to him, it seemed enough generally to name them [to make
them suspected], and he thought himself safer when they

were at once put to death. At last his courtiers were come to

that pass, that being no way secure of escaping themselves,

they fell to accusing one another, imagining that he who
first accused another was most likely to save himself. Tet,

when any had thus overthrown others, they were hated, and

they were thought to suffer justly, who unjustly accused

others only thereby to anticipate being accused themselves.

Nay, at last they avenged their own private enmities by

this means, and when they were caught they were punished

in the same way, using this opportunity as an instrument

and snare against their enemies, yet when they tried it

often themselves caught in the same snare which they

laid for others. And the king soon repented of what he

had done, because he had no clear evidence of the guilt of

those whom he had slain ; and yet what was still more

severe in him, he did not make use of his repentance in

order to leave off doing the like again, but in order to in-

flict the same punishment upon their accusers.
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§ 3. And in this troubled state were the affairs of the

palace ; and Herod had already told many of his friends

not to appear hefore him, nor come into the palace ; and
the reason of this injunction was that [when they were
there] he had less freedom of action, or greater restraint

on himself on their account. And at this time it was that he
dismissed Andromachus and Gemellus, men who had been
very old friends of his, and been very useful to him in the

affairs of his kingdom, and been of advantage to his family

in their embassages and counsels ; and had been tutors to

his sons, and had in a manner the first degree of freedom,

with him. He dismissed Andromachus, because his son De-
metrius was intimate with Alexander,andGerQellus, because
he knew that he wished Alexander well, which arosefrom his

having been with him in his youth when he was at school,

and also with him when he was absent at Eome. These
he expelled from his palace, and would have liked to have
done worse to them ; but that he might not seem to take
such liberty against men of so great reputation, he con-

tented himself with depriving them of their rank and
power to hinder his wicked proceedings.

§ 4. Now Antipater was the cause of all this, who when
he saw the mad and licentious conduct of his father, as
he had been a great while one of his counsellors, egged
him on, and thought he would gain his own ends more,
when everyone that could oppose him was removed out of

the way. When therefore Andromachus and his friends

were driven away, and had no freedom of access or speech
with the king any longer, the king in the first place examined
by torture all whom he thought faithful to Alexander, to
see whether they knew of any plot against him ; but they
died under the torture without having anything to say,

which made the king more furious, that he could not find

out the evil proceedings he suspected. As for Antipater,
he was very clever in raising calumny against those that
were really innocent, as if their denial was only their con-
stancy and fidelity [to Alexander,] and instigated Herod
by the torture of more persons to discover any hidden
plots. Now a certain person among the many that were
tortured, said that he knew that Alexander had often said
(when he was commended as a tall man in his body, and a
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skilful marksman, and told that in Ms exercises lie exceeded
all men), that these qualifications given him by nature,
though good in themselves, were not advantageous to him,
because his father was grieved at them, and envied him for
them ; so that when he walked with his father he endea-
voured to depress and shorten himself, that he might not
appear too tall, and that when he shot at anything as he was
hunting, he missed his mark on purpose when his father was
by, for he knew how ambitious his father was of being first

in such exercises. So when the man was tormented about
this saying, and had his body given ease after, he added,
that Alexander had his brother Aristobulus as his assis-

tant, and that they resolved to lie in wait for their father,

as he was hunting, and kiU him : and when they had done
so, to flee to Rome, and ask to have the kingdom given to

Alexander. There were also letters of the young man
found written to his brother, wherein he complained, that

his father did not act justly in giving Antipater a country,

whose [yearly] revenues amounted to two hundred talents.

Upon these confessions Herod at once thought he had
something to depend on as to his suspicion about his sons

;

so he arrested Alexander and put him in prison. Yet did

he still continue to be uneasy, and was not quite satisfied

of the truth of what he had heard ; and when he con-

sidered the matter, he found that they had only exhibited

juvenile complaints and contentions, and that it was an
incredible thing, if his son should slay him, that he should

go openly to Rome ; so he was desirous to have some
surer proof of his son's wickedness, and was very solicitous

about it, that he might not appear to have condemned
him to be put in prison too rashly. So he tortured the

principal of Alexander's friends, and put not a few of

them to death, without getting out of them any of the

things which he suspected. And as Herod was very

busy about this matter, and the palace was full of

terror and trouble, one of the young men, when he was in

the utmost agony, said that Alexander had sent to his

friends at Rome, and asked that he might be quickly in-

vited there by Augustus, and that he could discover a plot

against him, for Mithridates, the king of Parthia, was

joined in a friendship with his father against the Romans
;
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he also added that Alexander had a poisonous potion ready

prepared at Ascalon.

§ 5. To this Herod gave credit, and enjoyed thereby, in

his miserable case, some sort of consolation for his rash-

ness, in flattering; himself with finding things in so bad
a condition. But as for the poisonous potion, though he

was anxious to find it, he could find none. As for Alex-

ander, he was desirous from a contentious spirit to aggra-

vate the great misfortunes he was in, so he denied not

the accusation, but punished the rashness of his father with

a greater fault of his own ; and perhaps he wished to make
his father thereby ashamed of his easy belief of such

calumnies : he aimed especially, if he could gain belief to

his story, to plague him and his whole kingdom. For he
wrote four letters, and sent them to Herod to tell him, that

he need not torture any more persons, nor search any
further, for he had himself plotted against him, and that he
had as his partners Pheroras and the most faithful of the

king's friends ; and that Salome came to him by night,

and lay with him against his will ; and that all men were
come to be of one mind to make away with the king as soon

as they could, and so get rid of the continual fear of him
they were in. Among others he accused Ptolemy and Sapin-

nius, who were the most faithful friends of the king. And
what more can be said, but that those who were before the
most intimate friends were become wild beasts to one an-

other, as if a certain madness had fallen upon them, and
there was no room for defence or refutation, in order to

the discovery of the truth, but all were at random doomed
to destruction ; so that some lamented those that were in

prison, others those that had been put to death, others

that they were in the expectation of the same miseries : and
dejection and solitude rendered the kingdom quite the re-

verse of the happy state it formerly enjoyed. Herod's own
life also was bitter to him, so greatly alarmed was he

;

and because he could trust nobody, he was sorely punished
by the expectation of further misery, for he often fancied
in his imagination, that his son had made an insurrection

against him, or even stood by him with a sword in his

hand. Thus was his mind night and day intent upon
this thing, and he revolved it over and over, just as if he
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were distracted. Such was the sad condition Herod was
now in.

§ 6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, heard of

the state that Herod was in, being in great distress about
his daughter, and the young man [her husband,] and
sorry for Herod as a man that was his friend, on account
of the great trouble he was in, he came [to Jerusalem] on
purpose to arrange matters. And when he found Herod
in such a state, he thought it wholly unseasonable to

reprove him, or to say that he had acted rashly, for he
would thereby naturally bring him to dispute the point

with him, and make him the more irritated by his having
stUl more to apologize for himself. He went therefore

another way to work, in order to improve matters, and
appeared angry with the young man, and said, that Herod
was so very mild a man, that he had not acted a rash part

at all. He also said he would dissolve his daughter's mar-
riage with Alexander, for he could not in justice spare his

own daughter, if she were conscious of anything, and did

not inform Herod of it. When Archelaus appeared in this

mood, far otherwise than Herod expected, and in the main
angry on Herod's account, the king abated his harsh-

ness, and took occasion, from his appearing to have acted

justly hitherto, to come by degrees to put on the affection

of a father ; and was on both sides to be pitied, for when
some persons refuted the calumnies that were,laid on the

young man, he fell into a passion, but when Archelaus

joined in the accusation, he was dissolved into tears and

great sorrow ; and begged that he would not dissolve his

son's marriage, or be so angry at his offences. So when
Archelaus had brought him to a more moderate temper,

he shifted the charges to his friends, and said, it must be

owing to them that so young a man, and one without a

touch of malice, was corrupted, and thought there was

more reason to suspect the brother than the son. Upon
this Herod was very much displeased at Pheroras, who
indeed had now no one that could reconcile him and his

brother ; so when he saw that Archelaus had the greatest

influence with Herod, he betook himself to him in the

guise of a mourner, and like one that had all the signs

upon him of a ruined man. Upon this Archelaus did not
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neglect the intercession lie made to him, but said that he
could not change the king's disposition to him immediately,
and said that it was best for him to go himself to the king,

and confess himself the occasion of all the trouble, andbeg
the king's pardon, for that would mitigate the king's

anger towards him, and he would be present to assist

him. When he had persuaded him to this, he gained his

point with both of them, and the calumnies raised against

the young man were contrary to all expectation wiped
off. And Archelaus, as soon as he had made this reconci-

liation between Pheroras and Herod, went away to Cappa-
docia, having proved at this critical jimcture the most ac-

ceptable person to Herod in the world ; on which account
he gave him the richest presents as tokens of his respect to

him, being on all occasions magnificent, and esteemed him
as one of his dearest friends. He also made an agreement
with him that he would go to Rome, because he had written

to Augustus about these affairs, and they went together as

far as Antioch. And there Herod made a reconciliation

between Archelaus and Titus (the president of Syria), who
had been greatly at variance, and then returned to Judsea.

CHAP. IX.

Concerning the Revolt of the Trachoniies ; how Sylheus

accused Herod hefore Augustus ; and how Herod, xvhen

Augustus was angry ivith him, resolved to send Nicolaiis

to Borne.

§1-

WHEN Herod had been at Eome, and had come back
again, a war broke out between him and the Ara-

bians, for the following reason. The Trachonites,^ after

Augustus had taken their country away from Zenodorus,
and added it to Herod, were no longer permitted to rob,

but were forced to plough the land, and to live quietly,

which was a thing they did not like : and though they
took pains, the ground did not produce much profit.

' The inhabitants of Trachonitis, el-Lejalt.
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However, from tlie first, the king would not permit them
to rob, and so they abstained from that unjust way of
lining upon their neighbours, which got Herod a great
reputation for his pains ; but when he sailed to Eome (it

was when he went to accuse his son Alexander, and to
commit his son Antipater to Augustus' protection), the
Trachonites spread a report that he was dead, and re-

volted from his sway, and betook themselves again to their

accustomed way of robbing their neighbours. For the
time the king's commanders subdued them during Herod's
absence, but about forty of the principal robbers, being
terrified by the punishment of those that had been taken,

left the country, and retired into Arabia, Syllseus enter-

taining them now he had missed of marrying Salome, and
giving them a place of strength, in which they dwelt. And
they overran and pillaged not only Judsea but all Ccele-Syria

also, while SyUaeus afforded points d'appui and security to

these illdoers. But when Herod came back from Eome,
he perceived that his dominions had greatly suffered at

their hands, and since he could not reach the robbers
themselves, because of the security which the protection

of the Arabians afforded them, being very angry at the

injuries they had done him, he went over all Trachonitis,

and slew their relations. Thereupon these robbers were
more angry than before, it being a law among them to

be avenged on the murderers of their relations by all

possible means, so they continued to harry and plunder
all Herod's dominions with impunity. Then did Herod
speak about these robbers to Satuminus and Volumnius,
and demanded that they should be punished ; upon which
they waxed stronger, and became more numerous, and
by their rising threw everything into confusion, laying

waste the countries and villages that belonged to Herod's
kingdom, and butchering men whom they took prisoners,

till these unjust proceedings came to be like a real war,

for the robbers were now become about a thousand. At
which Herod was sore displeased, and demanded the

surrender of the robbers, as well as the money which

he had lent Obodas through SyUaeus, which was sixty

talents, and since the time of payment was now past, he

desired to have it paid him. But Syllseus, who had set
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Obodas aside, and managed everything himself, denied

that the robbers were in Arabia, and put off the payment
of the money about which there was a discussion before

Satuminus and Volumnius, who were then the governors

of Syria. At last he, on their decision, agreed that within

thirty days Herod should be paid his money, and that

each of them should deliver up the other's subjects. Now,
as to Herod, there was not one of the other's subjects

found in his kingdom, either for committing any crime or

on any other account, but it was proved that the Arabians
had the robbers amongst them.

§ 2. When the day appointed for payment of the money
was past, Syllseus, without performing any part of his

agreement, set out for Eome. So Herod demanded the

payment of the money, and that the robbers that were in

Arabia should be delivered up, and, by permission of

Satuminus and Volumnius, took the law into his own
hands against those that were refractory. He took the

army that he had, and led it into Arabia ; and in three

days' time, by forced marches, he arrived at the garrison

wherein the robbers were, and took it by storm, and cap-

tured them all, and demolished the place, which was called

Raipta,' but did no harm to any others. But as the Ara-
bians came to the assistance of the robbers, under Nacebus
their captain, a battle ensued, wherein a few of Herod's
soldiers, and Nacebus, the captain of the Arabians, and
about twenty of his men fell, while the rest betook them-
selves to flight. So when Herod had punished them, he
settled three thousand Idumaeans in Trachonitis, and so

restrained the robbers that were there. He also sent an ac-

count of these things to the cajrtains that were in Phcenice,*

showing that he had done nothing but what he ought
to do, in punishing the refractory Arabians, which, upon
exact inquiry, they found to be true.

§ 3. However, messengers hurried away to Syllseus to

Eome, and informed him of what had been done, and, as

is usual, exaggerated everything. Now Syllseus had al-

ready wormed himself into the acquaintance of Augustus,
and was then about the palace, and as soon as he heard of

' Site unknown. ' Phoenicia.
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these tilings, lie changed his dress to black, and went in,

and told Augustus that Arabia was afflicted with war, and
that all his kingdom was in great confusion, because of
Herod's laying it waste with his army : and added, with
tears in his eyes, that two thousand five hundred of the
principal men among the Arabians had fallen, and that
their captain Nacebus, his familiar friend and kinsman,
had been slain ; and that the riches that were at Eaipta
had been carried off ; and that Obodas was despised, as
his infirm state of body rendered him unfit for war ; on
which account neither he, nor the Arabian army, were
present. When Syllaeus had said this, and added invidiously

that he would not himself have left the country, unless he
had believed that Augustus would have provided that they
should aU have peace with one another, and that, had he
been there, he would have taken care that the war should
not have been to Herod's advantage ; Augustus was nettled

at what was said, and asked only this one question, both
of Herod's friends that were there, and of his own friends,

who were come from Syria, " Whether Herod had led an
army there ? " And as they were forced to admit this,

Augustus, without staying to hear why and how he did

so, grew very angry, and wrote to Herod sharply. The
sum of his letter was that, whereas of old he had treated

Herod as his friend, he should now treat him. as his sub-

ject. SyUaeus also wrote an account of this to the Arabians.

And they were so elated at it, that they neither delivered

up the robbers that had fled to them, nor paid the money
that was due, and retained those pastures also which they

had hired, and kept them without paying their rent, and
aU this because the king of the Jews was now humiliated

because of Augustus' anger with him. The inhabitants of

Trachonitis also seized their opportunity, and rose up
against the Idumsean garrison, and followed the same way
of robbing as the Arabians, who had pillaged their

country, and were more active in their unjust proceedings,

not only for gain, but for revenge also.

§ 4. Now Herod was forced to bear all this, that con-

fidence of his being quite gone with which Augustus' favour

used to inspire him, and his spirit failed him. For Augustus
would not so much as receive an embassage from him to
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make an apology, and when the envoys came a second time,

he sent them away without success. So Herod was in de-

jection and fear, and Syllseus grieved him. exceedingly, as

he was now trusted by Augustus, and was present at Eome,
nay, aspired even higher. For Obodas was dead, and
^neas, whose name was now changed to Aretas,' took over

the rule over the Arabians. And Syllseus endeavoured by
calumnies to get him turned out of his kingdom that he
might himself take it : with which design he gave much
money to the courtiers, and promised much money to

Augustus, who indeed was angry that Aretas had not

written to him first before he took the kingdom. But
Aretas afterwards himseK also sent a letter and presents

to Augustus, and a golden crown of the weight of many
talents. And his letter accused Syllseus of having been a

wicked servant, and of having killed Obodas by poison,

and while he was alive, of having governed him as he
pleased, and of having also debauched the wives of the

Arabians, and of having borrowed money, in order to ob-

tain the kingdom for himself. But Augustus did not listen

to these accusations, but sent his ambassadors back, with-

out receiving any of his presents. And meantime affairs

in Judsea and Arabia became worse and worse, partly

because of the disorder they were in, and partly because,

bad as they were, nobody had power to bring them round.

For of the two kings, the one was not yet confirmed in

his kingdom, and so had not authority sufficient to restrain

evildoers ; and as for Herod, Augustus was angry with
him, for having so soon avenged himself, and so he was
compelled to bear all the injuries that were offered him.
At last, when he saw no end of the evils which surrounded
him, he resolved to send an ambassador to Rome again, to

see whether through his friends he could mitigate the wrath
of Augustus, and to have an interview with Augustus
himself. And the ambassador he sent was Nicolaus of
Damascus.

1 This Aretas was now become so established a name for the kings
of Arabia, that when the crown came to this .iEneas, he changed his

name to Aretas, as Havercamp here justly observes. See Antiq. xiii. 15,

§ 2.—W.
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CHAP. X.

How Eurycles falsely accused Herod's Sons, and how their

Father put them in prison, and wrote to Augustus about

them . Of Syllceus, and how he was accused by Nicolaus.

§1-

THT! troubles in Herod's family and about his sons at

this time grew much worse ; for it now appeared cer-

tain, nor was it unforeseen beforehand, that fortune

threatened the greatest and most insupportable misfor-

tunes possible to his kingdom. Their progress and increase

at this time was due to the following cause. One Eurycles,

a Lacedaemonian (a person of note in his own country, but

a man of perverse mind, and so cunning in his pleasures

and flattery, as to indulge both, and yet seem to indulge

neither), visited Herod's court, and made him presents,

but so that he received more presents from him. He also

seized such opportunities of worming himself into Herod's

friendship, that he became one of the most intimate of the

king's friends. He lodged in Antipater's house, but he

had access to and intimacy with Alexander, for he told

him that he was in great favour with Archelaus the king

of Cappadocia. He also pretended much respect to Grla-

phyra, and secretly cultivated a friendship with them all,

but always observed what was said and done, that he

might with calumnies please them all. In short, he be-

haved himself so to everybody as to appear to be his par-

ticular friend, and he made others believe that his asso-

ciating with any one was for that person's advantage. So

he won over Alexander, who was but young, and persuaded

him that he might open his grievances to him with safety,

but to nobody else. So he declared his grief to him, and
how his father was alienated from him, and related also the

affairs of his mother, and how Antiochus had driven him
and his brother from their proper honour, and had the

power over everything himself. He added that all

this was intolerable, as his father had already come to

hate them, and would neither admit them to his table, nor
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to his presence. Such were the complaints, as was but
natural, of Alexander, as to the things that troubled

him ; and Eurycles retailed these words to Antipater : and
told him, he did not inform him of them on his own
account ; but that, being overcome by his tindness, the
great importance of the matter obliged him to do so, and
he warned him to have a care of Alexander, for what he
said was spoken with vehemence, and in the words them-
selves lay murder. So Antipater, thinking him to be his

friend by this advice, gave him great presents upon all

occasions, and at last persuaded him to inform Herod of

this. So when he related to the king Alexander's dis-

pleasure, as discovered by the words he had heard him
speak, he was easily beUeved, and brought the king to
that pass, turning him about by his words and irritating

him, that he made his hatred implacable : as he showed at

that very time, for he immediately gave Eurycles a present

of fifty talents. And he, when he had received them,
went to Archelaus king of Cappadocia, and commended
Alexander to him, and told him that he had been many
ways useful to him in making reconciliation between him
and his father. So he got money from him also, and went
away, before his pernicious practices were found out ; and
when Eurycles returned to Lacedaemon, he did not leave off

mischief making, and at last for his many acts of injus-

tice was banished from his own country.

§ 2. As for Herod, he was not now in the temper he was
in formerly towards Alexander and Aristobulus, when he
had been content with only hearing calumnies of them
when others told him, for he was now come to that pass of

hatred as to urge men to speak against them, though they
did not do it of themselves. He also observed all that was
said, and put questions, and gave ear to everyone that
would but speak, if they could but say anything against
them, till at length he heard that Euaratus of Cos was a
conspirator with Alexander, which news was to Herod the
most agreeable and sweetest imaginable.

§ 3. But a still greater misfortune came upon the young
men, for new calumnies against them were continually
being fabricated, and, so to speak, as if it was everyone's
task to lay some grievous thing to their charge, which
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might appear to be for the king's safety. There were two
body-guards of Herod held in honour for their strength
and height, Jucundus and Tyrannus, who had been
cast ofE by Herod, who was displeased with them, and
now used to ride with Alexander, and for their skill in

their exercises were held in honour by him, and had some
gold and other gifts bestowed upon them. Now the king
having at once suspicion of these men, had them tortured,

and they endured the torture courageously for a long time,

but at last confessed that Alexander urged them to kill

Herod when he was hunting wild beasts; for it could
be said he fell from his horse, and was run through with
his own spear, for he had once met with such a misfortune
formerly. They also showed where there was money
hidden in a stable under ground, and convicted the king's

chief hunter of having given them the royal hunting spears,

and weapons to Alexander's attendants, at Alexander's

command.
§ 4. Next to these the commander of the garrison of

Alexandrium ^ was arrested and tortured ; for he was ac-

cused of having promised to receive the young men into

his fortress, and to supply them with money of the king
which was stored up in that fortress. He confessed nothing
himself ; but his son came forward, and said it was so, and
delivered up a letter which, so far as could be guessed, was
in Alexander's hand-writing. Its contents were as follows.

"When we have finished, by Grod's help, all that we have
proposed to do, we will come to you : but endeavour, as you
have promised, to receive us into your fortress." After this

writing was produced, Herod had no longer any doubt
about the treacherous designs of his sons against him.

But Alexander said that Diophantus the scribe had
imitated his hand-writing, and that the letter was a for-

gery of Antipater. For Diophantus appeared to be very

clever in such practices, and was afterwards convicted of

forging other papers, and therefore put to death.

§ 5. And the king produced before the multitude at

Jericho those that had been tortured, in order to have

them accuse the young men ; and many of the people

^ Kefr Istuna.

III. o
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stoned these accusers to death. But when they were going
to kill Alexander and Aristobulus likewise, the king would
not permit them to do so, but restrained the multitude by
the help of Ptolemy and Pheroras. However, the young
men were put under a guard, and kept in custody, and
nobody might any longer have access to them : and all

that they did or said was observed, and the reproach and
fear they were in was little or nothing different from that

of condemned criminals. And one of them, Aristobulus,

was so deeply afEected, that he induced Salome, who was
his aunt and mother-in-law, to sympathize with him in his

calamities, and to hate him who had been persuaded to let

things come to that pass ; when he said to her, " Are
not you also in danger of destruction, as the report goes
that you disclosed beforehand all our affairs to Syllseus,

when you were in hopes of being married to liim ? " But
she immediately carried these words to her brother. And
he, being no longer able to control his rage, gave command to

bind them and keep them apart from one another, to write
down the ill things they had done against their father, and
send them on to Augustus. And when this was enjoined
them, they wrote that they had laid no treacherous design,
nor formed any plot against their father, but that they
had intended to flee away, and that from the distress

they were in, their lives being now suspected and full of
anxiety.

§ 6. About this time there came an ambassador out of
Cappadocia ^ from Archelaus, one Melas, who was a ruler
under him. And Herod wishing to show Archelaus' ill-

will to him, sent for Alexander, as he was in his bonds,
and asked him again concerning their proposed flight, as
to whither and how they had resolved to flee ? Alexander
replied, " To Archelaus, who had promised to send them
thence to Eome, but that they had no wicked nor mis-
chievous designs against their father, and that none of the
charges fabricated against them by their adversaries was
true

; and that they mshed Tyrannus and his associates
were yet alive that they might have been examined more
strictly, but that they had been suddenly slain by means

' The portion of Asia Minor lying west of the Anti-Taurus range.
The principal town was Mazaca, Csesarea, Kaisarlyeh.
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of Antipater, who put his own friends among the multi-
tude [for that purpose."]

§ 7. When he had said this, Herod commanded that
both Alexander and Melas should be carried to Grlaphyra,
the daughter of Ai-chelaus, and that she should be asked
whether she did not know anything of plots against Herod?
Now as soon as they came to her, and she saw Alexander
in bonds, she beat her head, and in great consternation
gave a deep and moving groan. The young man also fell

into tears. This was so miserable a sight to those pre-

sent, that, for a great while, they were not able to say or
do anything ; but at last Ptolemy, who had been ordered
to bring Alexander, bade him say, if his wife were privy to

his actions ? He replied, " How is it possible, that she,

whom I love better than my own soul, and by whom I have
had children, should not know what I do ? " Upon which
she cried out, that " she knew of no wicked designs of his

;

but yet, if accusing herself falsely would tend to his pre-

servation, she would confess all." Then Alexander said,

" There is no such wickedness as those (who ought least

to do so) suspect, which either I have intended, or you
know of, but this only, that we had resolved to retire to

Archelaus, and from thence to Rome." And when she

also confessed this, Herod, supposing that Archelaus' ill-

will to him was fully proved, gave a letter to Olympus and
Volumnius, and bade them, as they sailed by, to touch at

Elseusa' in Cilicia, and give it to Archelaus, and when they

had expostulated with him for having a hand in his sons'

plot against him, to sail thence to Eome ; and if they found
Nicolaus had gained any ground, and that Augustus was
no longer displeased with Herod, to give him the letters

and proofs which he sent ready prepared against the young
men. As to Archelaus, he made this defence for himself,

that he had promised to receive the young men, because it

was both for their own and their father's advantage to do
so, lest he should take some violent step in the anger he
was in because of liis present suspicions ; but that he had
not promised to send them to Augustus, nor had he

promised anything else to the young men that could show
ill-will to him.

' See Antiq. xvi. 4, § 6 ; Jewish War, i. 23, § 4.
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§ 8. When Olympus and Volumnius reached Rome,
they had a good opportunity of delivering their letters to

Augustus, because they found him reconciled to Herod.

For Nicolaus' embassage had gone ofE as follows. As soon

as he was come to Rome, and was about the court, he did

not first only set about what he was come for, but he
thought fit also to accuse Syllseus. Now the Arabians,

even before he came to talk with them, openly quarrelled

with one another, and some of them left Syllseus' party,

and joined themselves to Nicolaus', and informed him of

all the wicked things that had been done ;
and showed

him evident proofs of the slaughter of a great number of

Obodas' friends by Syllseus, for when they left Syllseus'

party, they had carried off with them letters whereby they

could convict him. When Nicolaus saw such an oppor-

tunity offered him, he made use of it in order to gain his

own ends afterwards, being anxious to reconcile Augustus
and Herod. For he knew very well that if he should

desire to make a defence for Herod's acts, he would
not be allowed that liberty ; but that, if he desired to

accuse Syllseus, an opportunity would present itself of

speaking on Herod's behalf. So when the case was
ready for hearing, and the day appointed, Nicolaus, in

the presence of Aretas' ambassadors, accused Syllseus of

various other things, and imputed to him the destruction

of his king and of many others of the Arabians, and
said he had borrowed money for no good purpose, and
proved that he had been guilty of adultery, not only witli

women in Arabia but in Rome also. And he added, as

the heaviest charge, that he had estranged Augustus from
Herod, having said nothing true about the actions of Herod.
When Nicolaus was come to this point, Augustus stopped
him from going on, and desired him only to say as to Herod
that he had not led an army into Arabia, nor slain two
thousand five hundred men there, nor taken prisoners, nor
pillaged the country. To this Nicolaus answered that he
could prove conclusively that either none at all or but
very few of those imputations of which he had been in-

formed were true, for had they been true, he might justly

have been angry at Herod. At this unexpected assertion

Augustus was very attentive, and Nicolaus said, that there
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was a dett due to Herod of five hundred talents, and a
bond, wherein it was written, that if the time appointed for

payment had elapsed, it should be lawful to make reprisals

in any part of the country. As for the expedition into

Arabia, he said it was no hostile expedition, but a just de-

manding back of his own money, and that not immediately,
nor so soon as the bond allowed, but that Herod had fre-

quently gone to Satuminus and Volumnius, the governors
of Syria ; and that at last Syllseus had sworn at Berytus,'^

by the Emperor's fortune, that he would certainly pay the

money within thirty days, and deliver up those that had
fled from Herod's dominions. " And when SyUaeus per-

formed nothing of this, Herod went again before those

governors, and upon their permission to make reprisals

for the money, he went reluctantly out of his own
dominions with a party of soldiers for that purpose. And
this is all the war which these men so tragically describe

;

this was the expedition into Arabia. And how can this

be called a war, when thy governors permitted it, and
the bond allowed it, and it was not executed till thy
name, O Csesar Augustus, with that of the other gods, had
been profaned ? And now I must speak in order about the

captives. There were robbers that dwelt in Trachonitis ;
^ at

first their number was no more than forty, but they became
more numerous afterwards, and they escaped the punish-

ment Herod would have inflicted on them, by making
Arabia their head-quarters. Sylleeus received them, and
supported them with food to the detriment of aU men, and
gave them a country to inhabit, and received himself the

gains they made by robbery. But he promised on oath that

he would deliver up these men on the day that he fixed for

payment of his debt ; nor can he show that any other

persons besides these were at this time taken out of Arabia,

and indeed not all these either, but only so many as could

not conceal themselves. And thus does the odious calumny

of the captives appear to be no better than a fiction and
lie, made on purpose to provoke thy indignation. Tor I

say, that when the forces of the Arabians came upon us,

and one or two of Herod's party fell, Herod only defended

1 BeiTut in Syria. ' The district el-Lejah.
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himself, and Nacebus the Arabian general fell, and about
twenty-five others in all, and no more ; -whereas Syllseus,

by multiplying every single soldier by a hundred, reckons
the slain to have been two thousand five hundred."

§ 9. This speech greatly moved Augustus, and he turned to

Syllseus full of rage, and asked him how many Arabians
had been slain ? And as he hesitated, and said he had been
imposed upon, the conditions about the borrowed money
were read, and the letters of the governors of Syria, and
the complaints of all the cities that had been injured by
the robbers. The conclusion of the matter was this, that
Syllseus was condemned to die, and that Augustus was re-

conciled to Herod, and owned his repentance for the severe
things he had written to him occasioned by calumny, and
told Syllseus that he had induced him by his lying account
to be guilty of ingratitude to a man that was his friend.

In fine Syllseus was sent away to answer Herod's suit, and
to repay the debt that he owed, and after that to be
executed. But Augustus was still offended with Aretas, that
he had taken upon himself the kingdom, without his con-
sent being first obtained, for he had determined to bestow
Arabia upon Herod ; but the letters Herod had sent hin-
dered him from doing so now. For Olympus and Volumnius,
on finding that Augustus was now become favourable to
Herod, thought fit immediately to deliver him the letters

they were commanded by Herod to give him concerning
his sons and the proofs of their crimes. Wlien Augustus
had read them, he thought it would not be proper to add
another kingdom to him, now he was old, and on bad
terms with his sons, so he admitted Aretas' ambassadors

;

and after he had just reproved his rashness, in not wait-
ing till he received the kingdom from him, he accepted his
presents, and confirmed him in his kingdom.
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CHAP. XI.

Ho'w Herod, hy Permission of Augustus, accused his sons
before a Council of Judges at Berytus ; and what Tero
suffered for using too much Liberty of Speech. Concerning
also the Execution of the yoking Men, and their Burial at

Alexandrium.

AND Augustus being now reconciled to Herod wrote to

him tliat he was grieved for him on account of his

sons, and said if they had heen guilty of any grave crimes
against him, it would behove him to punish them as parri-

cides (and he gave him authority to do so), but if they had
only designed to flee away, he would have him give them,

an admonition, and not proceed to extremities with them.
He also advised him to appoint and convene a council at

Berytus, where the Bomans had a colony, and to include the

governors of Syria and Archelaus the king of Cappadocia,

and as many more as he thought remarkable for their

merit and friendship to him, and determine what should

be done by their advice. These were the directions that

Augustus gave. And Herod, when the letter was brought
to him, was very glad of Augustus' reconciliation to him,

and very glad also that he had complete authority given him
over his sons. And somehow it happened that whereas be-

fore, in his adversity, though he had indeed shown himself

severe, he had not been very rash or precipitate in procuring

the destruction of his sons, he now, in his prosperity, took

advantage of this change for the better, and the freedom he

now had, to glut his hatred against them. He therefore sent

round and invited whom he thought fit to this council, ex-

cept Archelaus, for he would not invite him, either out of

hatred to him, or because he thought he would be an

obstacle to his designs.

§ 2. When the governors of Syria and the others whom
he invited from the various cities were come to Berytus, he

kept his sons in a certain village belonging to Sidon, called
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Platana,^ but near Berytus, that if they -were called he
might produce them, for he did not think fit to bring them
before the council. And when there were one hundred and
fifty persons present, Herod came in by himself alone, and
accused his sons, and that in such a way as if it were

not a melancholy accusation, and painful necessity in

consequence of misfortune, but in such a way as was very

indecent for a father to accuse his sons in. For he was
very vehement and impassioned when he came to the de-

monstration of the crime they were accused of, and gave

the greatest signs of fury and barbai'ity : nor would he
suffer the council to judge of the weight of the evidence,

but played the part of advocate himself in a manner most
indecent in a father against his sons, and read what they

had written, wherein there was no mention of any plot or

contrivance against him, but only a confession that they

had meant to flee away, containing also certain reproaches

against him because of the ill-will he bore them. And when
he came to those reproaches, he bellowed out most of all,

and exaggerated what was said, as if they had confessed

plotting against him, and swore that he would rather lose

his life than hear such words. Lastly he said that he had
sufficient authority both by nature and by Augustus' per-

mission [to do what he thought fit.] He also mentioned
a law of their country which enjoined that, if parents laid

their hands on the head of him that was accused, the by-
standers were obliged to cast stones at him, and so to

kill him. But though he was ready to do this in his own
country and kingdom, yet he said he waited for their deter-

mination ; though they came not thither so much as judges,

to condemn his sons for such manifest designs against him,
whereby he had almost perished, but as persons who had an
opportunity of joining him in his anger, for it was un-
worthy in any, even the most remote, to pass over such
conspiracy [without punishment.]

§ 3. When the king had said this, and the young men
had not been produced to make any defence for them-
selves, the members of the council perceived there was no

' See Jewish War, i. 27, § 2. Apparently a castle guarding a narrow
pass between the sea and liebanon, near the river Damuras, Na/tr
Damur.
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chance of mildness and reconciliation, so they confirmed his

authority. And Saturninus, a person who had been consul,

and one of great influence, first pronounced his sentence,

but with great moderation and considering the circum-
stances. He said, " That he condemned Herod's sons, but
did not think they should be put to death. He had sons

of his own, and to put one's son to death was a greater

misfortune than any that could befall one by them."
After him Saturninus' sons (for he had three sons that

accompanied him, and were his lieutenants) pronounced
the same sentence as their father. Volumnius' sentence,

on the contrary, was to uiflict death on such as had been
so impiously undutiful to their father ; and most of the

rest said the same, insomuch that the conclusion was
that the young men were condemned to die. Imme-
diately afterwards Herod went away from thence, and took

his sons to Tyre, where Nicolaus met him, having sailed

back from Rome ; of whom Herod inquired, after he had
related to him what had passed at Berytus, what his

friends at Rome thought about his sons. He answered,
" What they had resolved to do to thee is impious, and

thou oughtest to keep them in prison : and if thou thinkest

anything further necessary, thou mayest indeed so punish

them, that thou appear not to indulge thy anger more
than to govern thyself by judgment ; but if thou inclinest

to the milder side, thou mayest absolve them, lest perhaps

thy misfortimes be rendered incurable ; and this is the

opinion of most of thy friends at Eome." On this Herod
was silent and very thoughtful, and bade Nicolaus sail

along with him.

§ 4. On Herod's reaching Csesarea,' everybody there was

talking of his sons, and the kingdom was in suspense, and

the people in great expectation as to what would become of

them. For a terrible fear seized upon all men, lest the old

dissensions of the family should come to a sad conclusion,

and they were in great anxiety about their sufferings ; nor

was it without danger to say any hasty thing about the

matter, or even to hear another saying it ; but men's pity

was forced to be shut up in themselves, which made their

^ Kaisartyeh.
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sorrow silent. But there was an old soldier of Herod's,
whose name was Tero (who had a son of the same age as;

Alexander, and his friend), who was so bold as openly to
speak out what others silently thought about the matter,
and felt forced to cry out often among the multitude, say-

ing in the most unguarded manner that truth had perished,

and that justice was taken away from men, and that lies

and malice prevailed, and brought such a mist upon public

affairs, that offenders were not able to see the greatest ills

that could befall men. And as he was so bold, he seemed
to bring himself into danger by speaking so freely ; but
the reasonableness of what he said moved men to regard
him as having behaved with great courage and seasonably.

So everyone heard what he saidwith pleasure; and although
they provided for their own safety by keeping silent them-
selves, yet did they approve of the great freedom he took

;

for the expected tragedy constrained them to speak in

behalf of Tero whatever they pleased.

§ 5. This man thrust himself into the king's presence
with the greatest freedom, and desired to speak with
him by himself alone, which the king permitted him to

do, when he spoke as follows. " Since I am not able,

O king, to bear the great concern I am in, I have pre-
ferred the use of this bold liberty that I now take (which
is necessary and advantageous to you) to my own safety.

Where is your understanding gone, and left your soul

empty ? Where is that extraordinary sagacity of yours
gone, whereby you performed so many and such glorioiis

actions ? Whence comes this absence of friends and rela-

tions, though I judge those neither friends nor relations

who overlook such horrid wickedness in your once happy
kingdom. Do you not perceive what is doing ? Will you
slay these two young men, your sons by your queen, who
are proficients in every virtue, and leave yourself destitute
in your old age, and in the power of one son, who has
very ill sustained the confidence placed in him, and to re-

lations whose death you have so often resolved on your-
self ? Will you not take notice that the silence of the
multitude at once sees the crime and abhors the case, and
that the whole army and its officers have commiseration
on the poor unhappy youths, and hatred to those that are
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the authors of this ? " The king heard these words, and
for some time with good temper. But what can one say ?

When Tero plainly touched upon the tragedy and the
perfidiousness of Herod's domestics, he was moved at it

:

but when Tero went on further, and by degrees used an
unbounded military freedom of speech, (for he was too
boorish to accommodate himself to the occasion,) Herod
was greatly vexed, and seeming to be rather reproached
by his speech, than to be hearing what was for his advan-
tage, as he learned thereby that the soldiers abhorred
what he was about, and the officers were indignant at it,

he gave orders that all whom Tero had named, and Tero
himself, should be bound and kept in prison.

§ 6. When this was done, one Trypho, who was the
king's barber, took the opportimity, and came and told the
king, that Tero often urged him, when he shaved the
king, to cut his throat with the razor, for so he should be
among the chief of Alexander's friends, and receive great

rewards from him. When he had said this, the king gave
orders that Tero and his son and the barber should be
tortured, which was done accordingly. And though Tero
bore up himself, his son seeing his father already in a sad
case, and without hope of deliverance, and perceiving what
would be the consequence of his terrible sufferings, said

that if the king would free him and his father from those

torments for what he should say, he would tell the truth.

Ajid when the king had given his word to do so, he said

that there was an agreement made, that Tero should lay

violent hands on the king, because it was easy for him to

approach him when he was alone ; and if, when he had
done so, he should suffer death for it, as was not unlikely,

it would be an act of generosity done on behalf of Alex-

ander. This was what Tero's son said, and thereby freed

his father from the torture, but it is uncertain whether he
had been thus forced by the torture to speak what was
true, or whether it was a contrivance of his own to procure

his own and his father's deliverance from their pain.

§ 7. As for Herod, if he had before any doubt about
putting his sons to death, there was now no longer any
room left in his soul for it ; but as he had rejected what-

ever might afford him the least suggestion of reasoning
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better about the matter, so he made haste at once to bring;

his purpose to a conclusion. He therefore brought three

hundred of the officers that were accused, as also Tero and
his son, and the barber that accused them, before an
assembly, and brought charges against them all ; and the

multitude stoned them with whatever came to hand, and
so killed them. Alexander also and Aristobulus were

brought to Sebaste ' by their father's command, and there

strangled; and their dead bodies were carried by night

to Alexandrium, where their uncle on the mother's side,

and most of their ancestors, had been buried.

§ 8. And now perhajss it may not seem, strange to some
that such a long-standing hatred should so grow, and
proceed so far as to overcome nature : but it may justly

deserve consideration, whether it is to be laid to the

charge of the young men, that they gave such a handle

to their father's anger, and led him to do what he did, and
by going on long in the same way made things past remedy,
and caused him to use them so unmercifully ; or whether
it is to be laid to the father's charge, that he was so hard-

hearted, and so very greedy in the desire of power and of

other kinds of glory, that he would take no one into part-

nership with him, that so whatever he wished might be

law ; or indeed, whether Fortune has not greater power
than all prudent forecasting, whence we are persuaded
that human actions are determined beforehand by her by
an inevitable necessity, and we call her Fate, because

there is nothing which is not done by her. However, I

suppose it will be sufficient to compare this notion with
that other, which attributes somewhat to ourselves, and
renders men not unaccountable for the perversity of their

lives, which notion is no other than the philosophical

view of our ancient law. As to the other two causes

of this sad event, anybody may partly lay the blame
on the young men, who under the influence of youthful
vanity, and pride at their royal birth, listened to the

calumnies that were raised against their father, while cer-

tainly they were not kindly judges of the actions of his

life, but ill-natured in suspecting, and intemperate in

^ Sebustieh.
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speaking of them, and so on both accounts easily led away
by those who observed them, and informed of them to
gain favour. However, their father cannot be thought
worthy of excuse as to his impiety to them, seeing that,

without any certain evidence of their treacherous designs
against him, and without any proofs that they had made
preparation for such an attempt, he had the heart to kill

his own sons, who were of very comely bodies and the
great darlings of all other men, and no way deficient in
their pursuits, whether hunting, or warlike exercises, or
speaking upon occasional topics. For in all these things
they were skilful, and especially Alexander, who was the
eldest. And certainly it would have been sufficient, even
though Herod had condemned them, to have kept them
alive in bonds, or to have let them live at a distance from,

his dominions in banishment, as he was surrounded by the
Roman forces, which were a strong security to him, and
would prevent his sufEering anything from either a sudden
attack or from open force. But for him to kill them so

quickly, in order to gratify a passion that mastered him,
was a proof of excessive impiety; especially as he was
guilty of so great a crime in his old age. Nor will the

delay that he made, and the late time in which the crime
was done, plead at all for his excuse. For when a man is

taken by surprise and moved to commit a wicked action,

although it be a grave crime, yet it is a thing that is

always happening ; but to do it deliberately, and after

frequent attempts, and as frequent delays, to under-

take and accomplish it at last, was the action of a

murderous mind, and one not easily moved from what is

evil. Moreover Herod showed this temper in what he did

afterwards, when he did not spare those that seemed to be

the best beloved of his friends that were left, in regard to

whom, though the justice of their punishment caused those

that perished to be the less pitied, yet was the barbarity of

the man as great, in that he did not abstain from their

slaughter either. But of these persons I shall have occasion

to speak more hereafter.
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BOOK XVII.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF FOTTETEEN TEAES. FROM
THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER AND ARISTOBULrS TO THE
BANISHMENT OF AKCHELATTS.

CHAP. I.

How Antipater was hated by all the Nation for the Death

of his Brothers ; and hoiv, for that Reason, he courted his

Friends at Rome, by giving them nnany Presents ; as he

did also to Satiirninus, the Governor of Syria, and to

others. Also concerning Herod's Wives and Children.

§1-

WHEN Antipater h.ad thus got rid of his brothers, and
brought his father into the highest degree of im-

piety, till he was haunted by the Furies for what he had
done, his hopes did not succeed to his mind as to his

future. For although he was delivered from the fear of

his brothers being his rivals as to the government, yet did

he find it a very hard thing, and almost impracticable, to

come at the kingdom, because the hatred of the nation was
become very great against him. And besides this very

disagreeable circumstance, the alienation of the soldiers

from him grieved him still more, for these kings derived

from them all the safety which they had, whenever they

found the nation desirous of innovation ; and he had drawn
all this danger upon himself by his destruction of his

brothers. However, he governed the nation jointly with
his father, being indeed no other than a king already

;

and he was the more tnisted by Herod and got his greater

good-will for what it would have been well for him to have
been put to death, as he seemed to have informed against

his brothers from his concern for the preservation of

Herod, and not rather out of his ill-will to them, and
still more to his father himself. Such was the accursed

state he was in. ISTow, all Antipater's contrivances tended
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to pave the way to take off Herod, that lie might have
nobody to accuse him in the vile practices he was devising,

and that Herod might have no refuge, nor any to afford

him assistance, if Antipater became his open enemy; inso-

much that the very plots he had laid against his larothers

were occasioned by the hatred he bore his father. And at

this time he was more than ever set upon the carrying out
of his attempts against Herod, because, if he were once

dead, the kingdom would now be firmly secured to him

;

but, if Herod were to live any longer, he would himself be
in danger upon discovery of the wickedness of which he
had been the contriver, and his father would of necessity

then become his enemy. And so he became very bountiful

to his father's friends, and bestowed great sums on several

of them, in order so to take off men's hatred against him.

He also sent great presents to his friends especially at

Eome, to gain their good-wiU, and above all to Saturninus,

the governor of Syria. He also hoped to gain the favour

of Saturninus' brother by the large presents he bestowed
on him ; and also used the same treatment to [Salome]

the king's sister, who had married one of Herod's chief

friends. And as he counterfeited friendship to those with

whom he conversed, he was very clever in gaining their

belief, and very cunning in hiding his hatred against any

that he really did hate. But he could not .impose upon
his aunt, who had understood him a long time, and was a

woman not easily to be deluded, as she had already used

every possible caution to prevent his malicious designs.

And although Antipater's maternal imcle had married her

dauo-hter, and that by Antipater's contrivance and manage-

ment, as she had before been married to Aristobulus,

while Salome's other daughter was married to CaUias the

son of her husband, yet that marriage was no obstacle to

her discovering his wicked designs, any more than her

former relationship to him could prevent her hatred of

him. Now Herod had compelled Salome, when she was in

love with Syllseus the Arabian, and had a great fondness

for him, to marry Alexas, which match was an-anged by
Julia, who persuaded Salome not to refuse it, lest there

should be open enmity between the brother and sister, as

Herod had sworn that he would never be friends with
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Salome, if she would not accept Alexas for her husband.

And she listened to Julia as being the Emperor's wife, and
also because she advised her to nothing but what was very

much for her advantage. At this time, also, Herod sent

back king Archelaus' daughter, who had been Alexander's

wife, to her father, returning the portion he had with her

out of his own estate, that there might be no dispute

between them about it.

§ 2. Now Herod himself brought up his sons' children

with very great care ; for Alexander had two sons by
Glaphyra ; and Aristobulus had three sons and two
daughters by Berenice, Salome's daughter; and once when
his friends were with him, he produced the children

before them, and deploring the fortune of his own
sons, prayed that no such ill fortune might befall their

children, but that they might improve in virtue, and
obtain what they justly deserved, and so might make him
return for his care of their education. He also promised

them in marriage when they should come to the proper

age, the elder of Alexander's sons to Pheroras' daughter,

and Antipater's daughter to Aristobulus' son. He also

allotted one of Aristobulus' daughters to Antipater's son,

and Aristobulus' other daughter to Herod, a son of his

own by the high priest's daughter; for it is the an-

cient practice among us to have several wives at the

same time. Now, the king made these betrothals for

the children out of commiseration of them now they

were fatherless, endeavouring to render Antipater kind

to them by these intermarriages. Biit Antipater did

not fail to continue in the same temper of mind to his

brothers' children as he had been in to his brothers them-
selves ; and his father's affection for them irritated him,

as he thought that they would become greater than ever

his brothers had been, especially wlien they came to men's

estate, as Archelaus, a king, would support his daughter's

sons, and Pheroras, a tetrarcli, would have one of the

daughters as wife for his son. What provoked him fxirther

was that all the multitude commiserated these fatherless

children, and so hated him, and he feared that all would

come out, since they were no strangers to his malignity

to his brothers. He manoeuvred, therefore, to upset his
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father's arrangements, thinking it a terrible thing that
they should he so related to him, and be powerful. And
Herod yielded to him, and changed his resolution at his

entreaty: and the arrangement now was, that Antipater
himself should marry Aristobulus' daughter, and Anti-
pater's son Pheroras' daughter. And the betrothals were
changed in this manner against the king's real wishes.

§ 3. Now Herod the king had at this time nine wives,

one of them Antipater's mother, and another the high
priest's daughter, by whom he had a son of his own name.
He had also one who was his brother's daughter, and an-

other his sister's daughter, but these two had no children.

One of his wives also was of the Samaritan nation, and her

sons were Antipas and Archelaus, and her daughter Olym-
pias, who afterwards married Joseph, the king's brother's

son ; but Archelaus and Antipas were brought up at the

house of a certain private man at Eome. Herod also had as

wife Cleopatra of Jerusalem, and by her he had Herod and
Philip, which last was also brought up at Eome. Pallas

also was another of his wives, who bore him a son Pha-
saelus. And besides these, he had for wives Phaedra and
Elpis, by whom he had two daughters, Eoxane and Salome.

As for his elder daughters by the same mother as Alexander

and Aristobolus, and whom Pheroras had refused to marry,

he gave the one in marriage to Antipater, the king's sister's

son, and the other to Phasaelus, his brother's son. And
this was the posterity of Herod.

CHAP. II.

Concerning the Babylonian Jew Zamaris. Also concerning

the Plots laid hy Antipater against his Father. Also about

the Pharisees.

AND now Herod, being desirous of securing himself

against the Trachonites, resolved to build a village as

large as a city for the Jews between him and them, which

might make his own country difficult of access, and which

he might make a point d'appui to make sudden sallies

III. p
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upon tlie enemy from a short distance, and so do them a
mischief. So when he heard that there was a man that

was a Jew come out of Babylonia with five hundred horse-

men (all of whom could shoot their arrows as they rode on
horseback) who with a hundred of his relations had crossed

over the Euphrates, and now dwelt at Antioch near Daphne
in Syria, where Satiu-ninus, who was then governor of

Syria, had given them a place to dwell in called Valatha,

he sent for this man and his companions, and promised to

give him land in the toparchy called Batansea, which is

bounded by Trachonitis, wisliing to make his settlement a
^oint d'appui against the enemy. He also promised to let

him hold the country free from tribute, and that they
should dwell there without paying any such customs as

used to be paid, and gave it them tax free.

§ 2. This Babylonian was induced by these offers to settle

there, and took possession of the land, and built fortresses

in it and a village, which he called Bathyra.' And he became
a protection to the inhabitants against the Trachonites, and
also kept those Jews who came out of Babylon to offer

their sacrifices at Jerusalem from being hurt by the Tra-
chonite robbers ; so that many came to him from all those
parts where the ancient Jewish laws were observed, and the
country became full of people because of the universal
freedom from taxes. This continued during the life of
Herod ; but when Philip, who was [tetrarch] after him, took
over the government, he made them pay a few taxes, but
for a little while only ; and although Agrippa the Great,
and his son of the same name, harassed them greatly, yet
they would not take their liberty away. And though the
Romans have now taken the government into their own
hands from them, they still give them the privilege of
their freedom, and oppress them merely with the imposi-
tion of taxes. But I shall treat these matters more fullv

in the progress of this history.

§ 3. At length Zamaris, the Babylonian, to whom Herod
had given that country for a possession, died, having lived
virtuously, and left good children behind him, one of
whom was Jacimus, who was famous for his valour, and

^ el-Bethirra ; probably the same place as Batthora, one of the Roman
military stations east of Jordan.
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taught the Babylonians under him ho"w to ride their horses,
and a troop of them were body-guards to the forementioned
kings. And when Jacimus died in old age, he left a son
whose name was Philip, one of great strength in his hands,
and in other respects also more eminent for his valour
than any one; so that there was a firm friendship and
lasting good-will between him and king Agrippa; and
whatever army the king kept he constantly trained and
led wherever they had occasion to march.

§ 4. The affairs of Herod being in the condition I have
described, everything depended upon Antipater ; and his

power was such, that he could do what he pleased, by his

father's concession, wlio believed iu his good-will and
fidelity to himself, and he ventured to use his powers still

further, because his wicked designs were concealed from
his father, and he made him believe everything he said.

He was also formidable to all, not so much because of the

power and authority he had as for his cunning malice ; and
Pheroras especially paid court to him, and received the

like friendship in return. And Antipater had cunningly

surrounded him by a company of women, whom he placed

about him ; for Pheroras was completely under the in-

fluence of his wife, and her mother, and her sister ; and
that notwithstanding the hatred he bore them for the

indignities they had offered to his virgin daughters. Tet
did he put up with them, and nothing was to be done
without the women, who had got round this man, and
continued still to assist each other in all things, so that

Antipater was entirely under their influence, owing both

to himself and his mother, for these four women ^ all

said the same thing; and the opinions of Pheroras and
Antipater only differed in a few points of no consequence.

But the king's sister [Salome] was their antagonist, who
for a good whUe had pried into all their affairs, and

knew that this friendship of theirs was made in order

to do Herod some harm, and was disposed to inform the

king of it. And as they knew that their friendship did not

please Herod, they contrived that their meetings should

not be discovei-ed, and pretended to hate one another, and

' Pheroras' wife, and her mother and sister, and Doris, Antipater's

mother.—W.
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abused one another as time and opportunity allowed, and
especially when Herod was present, or when any one was
there that would tell him ; but their intimacy was greater

than ever in secret. This was the course they took ; but they

could not conceal from Salome either their contrivance

when first they set about this plan, or when they had made
some progress in it, but she searched out everything ; and,

exaggerating the matter to her brother, disclosed to him
their secret meetings and compotations, and counsels taken

in a clandestine manner, which, if they were not in order

to destroy him, might well enough have been open and
public. And though to appearance they were at variance,

and spoke about one another as if they intended one another

a mischief, they agreed well enough together when they

were out of the sight of people ; for when they were alone by
themselves, they acted in concert, and professed that they
would never leave off their friendship, but would fight

against thosefrom whom they concealed their designs. And
thus did she search out these things, and get a perfect know-
ledge of them, and then told her brother of them ; who was
himself aware of a great deal of what she said, but stiU durst

not act upon it, because of the suspicion he had that much
of his sister's tales was calumny. Now there was a certain

sect of Jews, who valued themselves highly upon the strict

observance of the law of their fathers, and made men believe

they were highly favoured by G-od, and had great influence

over women. They were called Pharisees, and ventured
even to oppose kings. They were a cunning set, and
prompt to open fighting and mischief. And when all the
rest of the Jewish people gave assurance by oath of their

good-will to the Emperor and to the king's government,
these very men would not swear, who were more than six

thousand ; and when the king imposed a fine upon them,
Pheroras' wife paid the fine for them. And they to requite

that kindness of hers (for they were believed to have fore-

knowledge of things to come by divine inspiration) foretold

that God had decreed that Herod's sway should cease, and
that his posterity should be deprived of it, and that the
kingdom should come to her and Pheroras and their chil-

dren. These predictions (for they were not concealed from
Salome) were told the king; as also how they had cor-
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rupted some persons about the palace itself : and the king
slew such of the Pharisees as were chiefly accused, and the
eunuch Bagoas, and one Cams the royal catamite, who ex-
celled all his contemporaries in beauty. He slew also those
of his own household who had consented to what the Phari-
sees foretold. As for Bagoas, he had been pufEed up by
them as though he should be called father and benefactor
of him who was by the prediction to be their king : for this
king woidd have all things in his power, and would enable
Bagoas to marry and beget children.

CHAP. III.

Of the Enmity between Herod and Pheroras ; how Herod
sent Antvpater to Augustus ; and of the Death of Phe-
roras.

§1-

WHEN Herod had punished those Pharisees who had
been convicted of these crimes, he gathered together

an assembly of his friends, and accused Pheroras' wife

;

and ascribing the outrages done to the virgins to the auda-
city of the woman, brought an accusation against her for

the dishonour she had brought upon him. He added that

she had stirred up strife between him and his brother, and
had by her ill temper brought them into a state of war, to

the best of her power, both by her words and actions ; and
that the fines which he had imposed had not been paid, for

the offenders had escaped punishment by her means ; and
that nothing which had of late been done had been done
without her. " And so Pheroras will do well, if he will, of

his own accord, and at his own initiative, and not at my
entreaty, or as following my opinion, put this his wife away,
as one that will still be the occasion of strife between us.

And now Pheroras, if thou valuest thy relation to me, put
this wife of thine away ; for so thou wilt continue to be a

brother to me, and wilt abide in thy love to me." Then
said Pheroras, (although moved by the force of Herod's
words,) that he would neither do so imjust a thing as

renounce his brotherly relation to him, nor leave off his
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affection for his wife ; that he would rather choose to die

than live and be deprived of a wife that was so dear to

him. Thereupon Herod put off his anger against Pheroras'

on these accounts, although he exacted a severe punishment,
for he forbade Antipater and his mother to associate with
Pheroras, and bade them tate care to avoid the assemblies of

the women : which they promised to do, but still got to-

gether when an opportunity presented itself, and both Phe-
roras and Antipater had their own merry meetings. The
report went also, that Antipater had criminal connection

with Pheroras' wife, and that they were brought together

by Antipater's mother!

§ 2. But Antipater was now suspicious of his father, and
afraid that his hatred to him would increase : so he wrote
to his friends at Eome, and bade them signify to Herod,
that he was to send Antipater without delay to Augustus.
And Herod did this, and sent most handsome presents with
Antipater, as also his testament, wherein he appointed Anti-
pater to be his successor : and if Antipater should die first,

Herod his son by the high priest's daughter was to succeed.

And Syllasns the Arabian went with Antipater to Eome,
though he had done nothing of all that Augustus had en-

Joined, and Antipater accused him of the same crimes as
he had been formerly accused of by Nicolaus. Syllseus

was also accused by Aretas of having without his consent
slain many of the chief Arabians at Petra, and particularly

Sohemus, a man that deserved to be honoured by all men,
and of having slain Fabatus a slave of Augustus. Syllseus

was also accused on the following account. Corinthus was
one of Herod's body-guards, and greatly trusted by him.
Syllseus had tempted this man by the offer of a great sum
of money to kill Herod, and he had promised to do so.

When' Fabatus learnt of this, for Syllseus himself told him
of it, he informed the king of it ; and he had Corinthus
arrested and put to the torture, and so wormed the whole
conspiracy out of him. He also got two other Arabians
arrested, trusting to the information of Corinthus ; the one
the head of a tribe, and the other a friend of Syllseus, who
were both put by the king to the torture, and confessed
that they had come to encourage Corinthus not to fail in

courage, and to assist him with their own hands in the
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murder, if need should require their assistance. And
Saturninus, upon Herod's discovering the whole matter
to him, sent them to Eome.

§ 3. Herod also commanded Pheroras, since he was so

obstinate in his affection for his wife, to retire to his own
tetrarchy ; which he did very wilHngly, and swore many
oaths that he would not come back again, till he heard that

Herod was dead. Indeed, when Herod was ill, and
Pheroras was asked to come to him before he died, that

he might entrust him with some injunctions, he had such a
regard to his oath, that he would not come to him. But
Herod did not imitate Pheroras in his conduct, but changed
his purpose [not to see him,] which he before had, and as

soon as Pheroras began to be ill, went to him without beiag

sent for. Ajid when he was dead, he took care of his funeral,

and had his body brought to Jerusalem and buried there,

and appointed a solemn mourning for him. Now this

[death of Pheroras] became the beginning of Antipater's

misfortunes, although he had already sailed for Eome, G-od

being now about to punish him for the murder of his

brothers. I shall narrate this matter very fully, that it

may be a warning to mankind, that they take care to con-

duct their whole lives bv the rules of virtue.

CHAP. IV.

Pheroras' Wife is accused hy his Freechnen ofpoisoning him

;

and how Herod, upon examining the Matter hy Torture,

found the Poison ; hut also that it had heen prepared for

himself hy his son Antipater ; and hoiv, upon Inquiry hy

Torture, he discovered the dangerozis Designs of Antipater.

§1-

AS soon as Pheroras was dead, and his funeral was over,

two of Pheroras' freedmen, who were much esteemed

by him, went to Herod, and entreated him not to leave the

murder of his brother unavenged, but to examine into the

cause of his strange and unhappy death. As he was

moved by these words, for they seemed to him to be true.



216 THE WOEKS OF PLAVirS JOSEPHtTS. [bOOK XTII.

they said that Pheroras had supped with his wife the day

before he fell iU, and that a certain potion was brought

him in a kind of food he was not used to eat, and that when
he had eaten it he died of it ; that this potion was brought

out of Arabia by a woman, nominally as a love potion, (for

it was called a philter,) but in reality to kill Pheroras ; for

the Arabian women were skilful in making such poisons,

and the woman to whom they ascribed this, was con-

fessedly a most intimate friend of one of Syllseus' mis-

tresses, and both the mother and sister of Pheroras' wife

had been to the places where she lived, and had persuaded

her to sell them this potion, and had returned with it the

day before Pheroras' last supper. At these words the king

was exasperated, and put the women slaves and also some
free women to the torture, and as the matter was by no
means clear, because none of them would speak out, at last

one of them, after suffering extreme agonies, said no more
but that she prayed that G-od would send the like agonies

upon Antipater's mother, who had been the cause of these

miseries to all of them. This prayer induced Herod to in-

crease the women's tortures, till thereby all was discovered

:

the merry-makings, the secret meetings, and the disclosing

of what he had said to his son alone unto Pheroras' women.'
(Now what Herod had charged Antipater to conceal, was
the gift of a hundred talents to him not to have any
dealings with Pheroras.) It also came out what hatred
Antipater bore to his father, and how he complained to his

mother how very long his father lived, and that he was
himself almost an old man, insomuch, that if the kingdom
ever came to him, it would not afford him the same plea-

sure ; and that there were a great many of his brothers, or

brothers' children, being reared in hopes of the kingdom, as

well as himself, all which made his own hopes of it uncer-
tain ; and even now, if he should himself not live, Herod
had ordered that the kingdom should be conferred, not on
his son, but rather on his brother. He had also accused
the king of great barbarity, and of the slaughter of his

sons, and had said that it was the fear he was in, lest he
shovild do the like to him, that made him contrive his

' His wife, her mother and sister.—W.
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journey to Rome, and made Pheroras contrive to go to his

own tetrarchy.

§ 2. All this tallied with what Herod's sister had told him,
and tended greatly to corroborate her testimony, and to

free her from the suspicion of unfaithfulness to him. And
the king having satisfied himself of the spite which Doris,

Antipater's mother, as well as Antipater himself, bore to

him, took away from her all her fine ornaments, which
were worth many talents, and then sent her away, and
entered into friendship with Pheroras' women. But he
who most of all irritated the king against his son was one
Antipater, a Samaritan, the steward of Antipater the king's

son, who, when he was tortured, said among other things

that Antipater had prepared a deadly potion, and given it

to Pheroras, bidding him give it to his father during his

own absence, and when he was too remote to have the least

suspicion cast upon him as to it : and that Antiphilus, one

of Antipater's friends, brought the potion out of Egypt,
and that it was sent to Pheroras by Theudion, the brother

of the mother of the king's son Antipater, and so came to

Pheroras' wife, her husband having given it her to keep.

And when the king questioned her about it, she confessed,

and as she was running to fetch it, she threw herself

down from the house-top, but did not kill herseK, because

she fell upon her feet. And so, when the king comforted

her, and promised her and her domestics pardon, upon con-

dition of their concealing nothing of the truth from him,

but threatened her with the utmost tortures if she obsti-

nately determined to conceal anything, she promised and
swore that she would speak out and tell how everything

was done; and said what most took to be entirely true.

" The potion was brought out of Egypt by Antiphilus, and
his brother, who is a physician, procured it; and when
Theudion brought it us, I kept it upon Pheroras' commit-

ting it to me, and it was prepared by Antipater for you.

So when Pheroras was fallen ill, and you came to him and

took care of him, and when he saw the kindness you had

to him, his mind was broken thereby. So he called me
to him, and said to me ; ' Antipater has deluded me,

wife, in this affair of his father and my brother, by per-

suading me to have a murderous intention to him, and
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procuring a potion for that purpose. Go therefore and
fetch the potion, (since my brother appears to have still

the same kind disposition to me as he had formerly, and
I do not expect to live long myself), and, that I may
not defile my forefathers by the murder of a brother,

burn it before my face
:

' and I immediately brought
it, and did as my husband bade me, and burnt most of the

potion, but left a little of it, that if the king, after Pheroras'

death, should treat me ill, I might poison myself, and so

get rid of my miseries." Upon her saying this, she

brought out the potion, and the box it was in, before them
all. And another brother of Antiphilus, and his mother
also, under the agony of pain and torture, confessed the
same things, and recognised the box. The high priest's

daughter also, who was the king's wife, was accused of

having been privy to all this, and of having resolved to

conceal it ; so Herod divorced her, and blotted her son out
of his testament, wherein he had been mentioned as one to

reign after him ; and he took the high priesthood away
from his father-in-law, Simon the son of Boethus, and
appointed Matthias the son of Theophilus, who was born
at Jerusalem, to be high priest in his room.

§ 3. Meantime BathyUus, Antipater's freedman, also

came from Rome, and upon being tortured, was found to

have brought another potion, to give to Antipater's mother
and to Pheroras, that if the former potion did not operate
upon the king, this at least might carry him off. There
came also letters from Herod's friends at Kome, by the
advice and at the suggestion of Antipater, to accuse
Archelaus and Philip, as if they calumniated their father

on account of the slaughter of Alexander and Aristobulus,

and as if they commiserated their deaths ; and as if they
concluded, because they were sent for home (for their

father had already recalled them), that they themselves
were also to be put to death. These letters were concocted
for great rewards by Antipater's friends. And Antipater
himself also wrote to his father about Archelaus and Philip,

and laid the heaviest things to their charge
;
yet did he

entirely excuse them of any guilt, for he said they were
but striplings, and so imputed their words to their youth.

He added that he had himself been very busy in the affair
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relating to SyUasus, and in paying court to great men, and
on that account had bought splendid ornaments to present
them with, which had cost him two hundred talents. Now,
one may wonder how it came about, while so many accusa-
tions were laid against Antipater in Judaea for seven
months before this, that he was not made acquainted with
any of them. The explanation of this is that the roads
were carefully guarded, and that men hated Antipater : for
there was nobody who would run any hazard himself to
procure Antipater' s safety.

CHAP. V.

Antipater sails Home from Rome to his Father ; and how he
was accused by Nicolaus of Damascus, and condemned to

die by his Father, and by Quintilius Varus, who was then

Governor of Syria ; and how he was imprisoned till

the Emperor should decide on the Case.

§1-

NOW Herod, upon Antipater's writing to him, that
having done all that he was to do, and as he was

to do it, he would soon return, concealed his anger
against him, and wrote back to him, and bade him not de-

lay his journey, lest any harm should befall himself in his

absence. At the same time also he made some little com-
plaints about Antipater's mother, but promised that he
would drop those complaints on Antipater's return. He
also expressed his entire affection for him, fearing lest he
should have some suspicion of him, and defer his journey
home, and lest, while he lived at Rome, he should plot for

the kingdom, and do him some harm. Antipater got this

letter in Cilicia, but had received an account of Pheroras'

death before at Tarentum,' which news affected him deeply,

not out of any affection for Pheroras, but because he had
died without having murdered Herod, as he had promised
to do. And when he was at Celenderis ^ in Cilicia, he began

' Taranto in Italy.

* Kilindria, on the sonth coast of Asia Minor, opposite Cyprus.
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to deliberate whether he should sail home, as he was much
put out at the banishment of his mother. Now, some of

his friends advised him to tarry a while and wait for

further information. But others advised him to saU home
without delay, for if he were once arrived there, he would
soon put an end to all accusations, and nothing now
afforded any weight to his accusers but his absence. He
was persuaded by these last and set sail, and landed at the
haven called Sebastus,^ which Herod had built at vast ex-

pense, and called Sebastus in honour of Caesar Augustus.'
And nowAntipater was evidently in a sorry plight, as nobody
came to him or saluted him, as they did at his going away,
with good wishes or joyful acclamations ; nor was there now
anything to hinder the people from receiving him, on the
contrary, with bitter curses, as they supposed he was come
to receive punishment for the murder of his brothers.

§ 2. Now, Quintilius Varus was at this time at Jerusalem,
being sent to succeed Saturninus as governor of Syria, and
was come as an adviser to Herod, who had asked his ad-
vice in the present state of affairs ; and as they were sitting

together, Antipater came in, without knowing anything of
the matter ; so he entered the palace clothed in purple.
The porters received him indeed in, but excluded his friends.

And now he was in great alarm, and clearly perceived the
position he was in, for upon going to salute his father he
was repulsed by him, and Herod called him a murderer of
his brothers, and a plotter of destruction against himself,
and told him that Varus should hear everything and be his

judge the very next day. So he found that the misfor-
tune he now first heard of was already upon him, the
greatness of which dismayed him, and his mother and
wife soon had an interview with him (his wife was the
daughter of Antigonus. who was king of the Jews before
Herod), from whom he learned everything, and prepared
for his defence.

§ 3. The following day Varus and the king sat together
in judgment, and both their friends were also called in, as
also the king's relations, and his sister Salome, and as
many as could discover anything, and all those who had

' The harbour of Caesarea Palxstina, Kaisarlyeh.
' Sebastus would be Greek for Augustus.
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been tortured ; and besides these, some slaves of Anti-
pater's mother, -who had been arrested a little before Anti-
pater's coming, having on them a letter, the sum of which
was that Antipater was not to return home, as all was come
to his father's knowledge, and that Augustus was the only-

refuge he had left to prevent both him and her falling into
Herod's hands. Then did Antipater fall down at his
father's feet, and besought him not to prejudge his case,

but that his father would first hear him, and not decide
against him except upon evidence. Then Herod ordered
him to be brought into the midst, and then lamented
that he had had children, from whom he had suffered
such great misfortunes before, and now Antipater plotted
against him in his old age. He also touched on the main-
tenance and education he had given his sons, and what
seasonable supplies of wealth he had afforded them as they
desired, though none of those favours had hindered them
from plotting against him, and from bringing his very life

into danger, in order to gain his kingdom in an impious
manner, by taking away his life before either the course of
nature, or their father's wishes, or justice, required that the
kingdom should come to them. As to Antipater, he won-
dered what hopes could bring him to such a pass as to be
bold enough to attempt such things ; for he had by his

testament declared him in writing his successor in the king-

dom, and while he was alive he was in no respect inferior

to him either in his splendid dignity or in power and autho-

rity, as he had no less than fifty talents for his yearly

income, and had received for his journey to Eom.e no less

than thirty talents. He also accused him as to his bro-

thers, saying if they were guilty he had imitated their

example, and if they were innocent, he had brought him.

groundless accusations against his near relations ; for he
had been informed of all those things by him, and by
nobody else, and had done what he had done by his advice,

and he now absolved them from all that was criminal, as

he had become the inheritor of the guilt of their parricide.

§ 4. When Herod had thus spoken, he fell a-weeping,

and was not able to say any more ; but at his desire

Nicolaus of Damascus, who was the king's friend, and very

intimate with him, and well acquainted with all his affairs.
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proceeded to what remained, and stated all that concerned
the proofs and evidences of the facts. Upon which Anti-

pater, in his defence, turned to his father, and enlarged
upon the many indications he had given of his good-will

to him ; and enumerated the honours that had been done
himself, which would not have been done, had he not
deserved them bv his regard to his father ; for he had
made provision for everything that could be foreseen, as

to giving his father the wisest advice ; and whenever there

was occasion for the labour of his hands, he had not
grudged any such pains for him. He added that it was
Tinlikely that he who had delivered his father from so many
treacherous contrivances of others against him, should
himself plot against him, and so lose all the reputation he
had gained for his virtue then by the wickedness which
succeeded it, and that though he was already appointed
his successor, and had nothing to prevent his enjoying
the royal honour with his father at present ; nor was it

likely that a person who had half the royal authority

without any danger, and with a good character, should
hunt after the whole with infamy and danger, and that
when it was doubtful whether he could obtain it or not,

and when he had seen the punishment of his brothers, and
was both the informer and accuser against them when
otherwise their guilt would not have been discovered ; nay,

was himself the author of the punishment inflicted upon
them, when it appeared evident that they were guilty of a
wicked attempt against their father ; and even the conten-

tions there were in the king's family, were proofs that he
had ever managed affairs in the sincerest affection to his

father. And as to what he had done at Eome Augustus
was a witness, who was no more to be imposed upon than
God himself : of whose opinion his letters sent there were
suflBcient evidence, and it was not reasonable to prefer the
calumnies of such as proposed to raise distui'bances to
those letters ; most of which calumnies had been raised

during his absence, which gave opportunity to his enemies
to forge them, which they would not have been able to do
if he had been at home. Moreover, he descanted on the
weakness of evidence obtained by torture, which was com-
monly false ; because the distress men were in under
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such torture naturally obliged them to say many things in

order to please those in power. He also offered himself to

the torture * * *.

§ 5. Hereupon there was a change observed in the
.assembly, as they greatly pitied Antipater, who, by weep-
ing and putting on a countenance suitable to his sad case,

moved even his enemies to compassion ; and it appeared
plainly that Herod himself was affected in his own mind,
although he was not willing it should be taken notice of.

Then did Nicolaus begin to recapitulate what the king had
begun, and that with great bitterness ; and summed up all

the evidence which arose from the tortures, or from the
witnesses. He mainly enlarged upon the king's virtue,

which he had exhibited in the maintenance and education
of his sons, though he had never gained any advantage
thereby, but had stiU fallen from one misfortune to another.

And although he owned that he was not so much surprised

at the thoughtless behaviour of Herod's other sons, who
were younger, and were besides corrupted by wicked coun-
sellors, who had caused them to wipe out of their minds
all the righteous dictates of nature, and that from a

desire of coming to the throne sooner than they ought to

do
;
yet he could not but justly stand amazed at the horrible

wickedness of Antipater, who, although he had had great

benefits bestowed on him by his father, yet was not more
tamed in mind than the most envenomed serpents, and
even those creatures admitted of some mitigation, and
would not bite their benefactors ; and Antipater had also

not let the misfortunes of his brothers be any hindrance to

him, but had gone on to imitate their barbarity none the

less. " Tet wast thou (he continued) O Antipater ! the

informer as to the wicked actions they had dared, and the

searcher out of the evidence against them, and the author

of the punishment they underwent upon their detection.

Nor do we say this as accusing thee for being so zealous in

thy anger against them, but we are astounded at thy
endeavours to imitate their wicked behaviour ; and we dis-

cover thereby that thou didst not act thus for the safety

of thy father, but for the destruction of thy brothers, that

by thy expressed hatred of their impiety thou mightest be

believed to be a lover of thy father, and mightest so get
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power enough to do mischief with the greater impunity

;

which design thy actions indeed demonstrate. It is true

thou tookest thy brothers off, because thou didst convict

them of their wicked designs, but thou didst not yield up
to justice those who were their fellow-conspirators, and so

didst make it evident to all men, that thou madest covenant

with them against thy father, as thou chosest to be the

accuser of thy brothers, wishing to gain for thyself alone

the advantage of laying plots to kill thy father, and so to

enjoy double pleasure, which is truly worthy of the evil

disposition which thou didst openly show against thy bro-

thers ; on which account thou didst rejoice, as having done
a most famous exploit, nor was that thought unworthy of

thee. But if thy intention was otherwise, then art thou
worse than they ; for while thou didst contrive to hide thy
treachery against thy father, thou didst hate them, not as

plotters against thy father, for in that case thou wouldst
not thyself have fallen into the like crime, but as suc-

cessors to his throne, and more worthy of that succession

than thyself. Thou wouldst kill thy father after thy
brothers, lest thy lies raised against them might be detected

;

and lest thou shouldst suffer the punishment thou hadst
deserved, thou hadst a mind to exact that punishment from
thy unhappy father, and didst devise such an uncommon
sort of parricide as the world never yet saw. For thou,

who art his son, didst not only plot against a father, but
against one who loved thee, and had been thy benefactor,

and had made thee in reality his partner in the kingdom,
and had openly declared thee his successor, so that thou
wast not forbidden to taste the sweetness of authority al-

ready, and hadst sure hope of what was to come by thy
father's determination and the security of a written testa-

ment. But certainly thou didst not estimate these things

according to thy father's virtue, but according to thy own
wicked thoughts, and wert desirous to take away the part of

the kingdom that remained from thy too indulgent father,

and soughtest to destroy with thy deeds him whom thou
in words pretendedst to preserve. Nor wast thou content to

be wicked thyself, but thou also filledst thy mother's head
with thy devices, and raisedst disturbances among thy
brothers, and hadst the boldness to call thy father a wild
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beast ; whilst thou hadst thyself a mind more cruel than
any serpent, whence thou sentest out that poison among
thy nearest kindred and greatest benefactors, and invitedst
them to assist thee and guard thee, and didst hedge thy-
self in on aU sides by the artifices of both men and women
against an old man ; as though that mind of thine was not
sufScient of itself to support so great a hidden hatred as
thou didst bear to him. Aiid now thou appearest here, after
the tortures of freemen and domestics and men and women
on thy account, and after the informations of thy fellow-
conspirators, as anxious to contradict the truth, and hast
thought on ways not only to take thy father out of the
world, but to set aside that law which is written against
thee, and the virtue of Varus, and the nature of justice.

Nay, so great is that impudence in which thou confidest,

that thou desirest to be put to the torture thyself, though
thou allegest that the tortures of those already examined
thereby have made them tell lies ; that those that have saved
thy father from thee may not be thought to have spoken
the truth, but that thy tortures forsooth may be esteemed
the discoverers of truth ! Wilt not thou, Varus ! deliver

the king from the injuries of his kindred ? Wilt not thou
destroy this wicked wild beast, who has pretended kind-
ness to his father in. order to destroy his brothers, while yet
he is himself alone ready to take the kingdom immediately,
and appears to be the most deadly enemy to his father of

them all ? For thou art well aware that parricide is an
injury alike to nature and life, and that the intention of

parricide is as great a crime as its perpetration : and he who
does not punish it does an injury to nature itself."

§ 6. Nicolaus added further what concerned Antipater's

mother, as whatever she had prattled with womanish gar-

rulity, and also about the predictions and sacrifices re-

lating to the king ; and whatever Antipater had done
lasciviously in his cups and amours with Pheroras' women.
He touched also upon the result of the examinations by
torture, and the testimonies of the witnesses, which were
many and of various kinds, some prepared beforehand, and
others sudden answers, which confirmed the foregoing

evidence. For those men who were acquainted with any
of Antipater's practices, but had concealed them out of

III. Q
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fear, lest if lie got off he would avenge himself on them,

when they saw that he was exposed to the accusations of

those who had hegun to accuse him, and that fortune,

which had often supported him before, had now evidently

betrayed him into the hands of his enemies, who were

insatiable in their hatred to him, now told all they knew
of him. And his ruin was now hastened, not so much by
the enmity of those who were his accusers, as by the great

audacity of his wicked contrivances, and by his ill-will to

his father and brothers, as he had filled their house with

dissension, and caused them to murder one another ; and
was neither fair in his hatred, nor kind in his friendship,

but only so far as was likely to serve his own turn. Now
there were many who had for a long time observed all this,

and especially those who were naturally disposed to judge

of matters by the rules of virtue, because they were used

to decide about facts without passion, but had been re-

strained from making any open complaints before, who
now, upon the leave given them, produced all that they

knew before the public. There were also various wicked

crimes alleged against him, which could no way be re-

futed, because the many witnesses did neither speak out

of favour to Herod, nor were they obliged to keep back
what they had to say from suspicion of any danger they
were in, but they spoke what they knew, because they
thought such actions very wicked, and that Antipater
deserved every punishment, not so much indeed for

Herod's safetj-, as on account of his own wickedness.

Many things were also said by a great number of persons

who were not called uj)on to say them, so that Antipater, who
used generally to be very clover in his lies and brazen-faced

impudence, was not able to say one word to the contrary.

When Nicolaus had left off speaking, and had finished pro-

ducing his evidence. Varus bade Antipater betake himself
to his defence, if he had prepared any whereby it might
appear that he was not guilty of the crimes he was accused
of; for as he was himself desirous, so did he know that
his father was in like manner desirous also, to find him
entirely innocent. But Antipater fell down on his face, and
appealed to God and to all men to testify to his innocency,
desiring that God would declare, by some evident signs.
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that he had not laid any plot against his father. This is

the usual method of all men destitute of virtue ; when they
set about any wicked undertakings, they fall to work
according to their own inclinations, as if they believed that

God did not interfere in human affairs ; but when once

they are found out, and are in danger of undergoing the

punishment due to their crimes, they endeavour to upset

all the evidence against them by appealing to G-od ; which
was the very thing which Antipater now did. For whereas
he had done everything as if there was no G-od in the

world, now that he was on all sides hemmed in by justice,

and was destitute of proofs by which he might rebut the

accusations laid against him, he impudently abused the

majesty of God, and ascribed it to his power that he had
been preserved hitherto, and enumerated before them all

the bold acts he had never failed to do for his father's

safety.

§ 7. But when Varus, upon frequently asking Antipater

what he had to say for himself, found he had nothing to

say besides appealing to G-od, and saw that there would
be no end of all this, he bade them bring the potion before

the court, that he might see what virtue still remained in

it ; and when it was brought, and one that was condemned

to die had drunk it by Varus' command, he died at

once. Then Varus got up, and left the court, and the

day following went away to Antioch, where his usual resi-

dence was, because that was the royal city of the Syrians.

And Herod at once put his son in prison. Now what

Varus said to Herod was not known to the generality,

nor his last words before he went away : though it was

generally supposed that whatever Herod did afterwards

to Antipater was done with his approbation. But when
Herod had imprisoned his son, he sent letters to Eome
to Augustus about him, and messengers also to inform

Augustus by word of mouth of Antipater's crimes. Now, at

this very time there was intercepted a letter of Antiphilus,

written to Antipater from Egypt (where Antiphilus lived),

and, when it was broken open by the king, it was found to

contain what follows. " I have sent thee Acme's letter,

and hazarded my own life ; for thou knowest that I am in

danger from two families, if I am discovered. I wish thee
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good success in thy affair." These were the contents of

this letter; but the king made inquiry about the other

letter also, for it did not appear, and Antiphilus' slave,

who brought the letter which was read, denied that

he had received any other. But while the king was m
doubt about it, one of Herod's friends, seeing a seam upon
the inner coat of the slave (for he had two coats on),

guessed that the letter might be hidden within the lining,

which proved to be the case. So they took out the letter,

and its contents were as follows. " Acme to Antipater.

I have written to thy father such a letter as thou desiredst

me. I have also taken a copy and sent it, as if it came
from Salome to my mistress ; and when he reads it, I

know that Herod will punish Salome, as plotting against

him." Now, this pretended letter of Salome's to her mis-

tress was composed by Antipater, in the name of Salome
as to its meaning, but in the words of Acme. The letter

was as follows. " Acme to king Herod. I have done my
endeavour that nothing that is done against thee should be
concealed from thee. So upon my finding a letter of

Salome written to my mistress against thee, I have written

out a copy, and sent it to thee, with risk to myself, but for

thy advantage. The reason why she wrote it was because
she had a mind to be married to Syllaeus. Do thou there-

fore tear this letter in pieces, that I may not come into

danger of my life." Now Acme had written to Antipater
himself, to inform him that, in compliance with his com-
mand, she had not only herself written to Herod, as if

Salome was intensely eager to plot against him, but had
also sent a copy of a letter, as coming from Salome to her
mistress. This Acme was a Jewess by birth, and a slave to

Julia, the Emperor's wife ; and she did this out of friend-

ship to Antipater, having been bought by him with a large

sum of money, to assist in his evil designs against his
father and aunt.

§ 8. Thereupon Herod was so amazed at the prodigious
wickedness of Antipater, that he was eager to have him
slain immediately, as a turbulent person in the most im-
portant concerns, and as one that had laid a plot not only
against himself, but against his sister also, and even cor-

rupted the Emperor's household. Salome also incited him
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to it, beating her breast, and bidding him kill her, if he
could produce any credible testimony that she had acted in

that manner. Herod also sent for his son, and questioned
him, and bade him contradict it if he could, and not sup-
press anything he had to say from mistrust. But as he
did not speak one "word, he asked him, since he was every
way detected of villany, at least to discover without delay
his associates in his wicked designs. And he laid all upon
Antiphilus, and discovered nobody else. Thereupon Herod
was in such great grief, that he was eager to send his son
to Rome to Augustus, there to give an account of these his

wicked contrivances. But afterwards he feared lest he
might there, by the assistance of his friends, escape the
danger he was in ; so he kept him in prison as before, and
sent more ambassadors and letters [to Rome] to accuse his

son, as also an account of the assistance Acme had given

him in his wicked designs, with copies of the letters before

mentioned.

CHAP. VI.

Concerning the Illness that Herod had, and the Rebellion

which the Jews raised in consequence, as also the Punish-
ment of the Rebellious.

§1-

NOW Herod's ambassadors made haste to Rome, having
been instructed beforehand, what answers they were to

make to the questions put to them. They also carried the

letters with them. But Herod now fell ill, and made his will,

and bequeathed his kingdom to [Antipas], his yoimgest son
;

and that out of hatred to Archelaus and Philip owing to the

calumnies of Antipater. He also bequeathed a thousand

talents to the Emperor, and five hundred to Julia, the Em-
peror's wife, and to the Emperor's children, and friends, and
freedmen. He also distributed his money revenues and lands

among his sons and grandsons. He also made Salome his

sister very rich, because she had continued faithful to him
in all his circumstances, and had never ventured to do

him any harm. And as he despaired of recovering, for he



230 THE WOKKS OF TLAVItTS JOSEPHTJS. [bOOK XVII.

was in the seventieth year of his age, he grew very fierce,

and indulged the bitterest anger upon all occasions ;
the

reason whereof was that he thought himself despised, and

that the nation was pleased with his misfortunes ;
besides

which, he resented a rebellion which some of the people

excited against him, the occasion of which was as follows.

§ 2. Judas, the son of Sariphseus, and Matthias, the son

of Margalothus, were two of the most eloquent men among
the Jews, and the most celebrated interpreters of the

Jewish laws, and men well beloved by the people, because

of their education of the youth ; for all those youths that

were studious of virtue frequented their lectures everyday.

These men, when they heard that the king's illness was in-

curable, incited the young men to pull down all those works

which the king had erected contrary to the law of their

fathers, and so obtain the rewards which the law would
confer on them for such actions of piety, for it was truly

on account of Herod's rashness in making such things as

the law had forbidden that his other misfortunes, which

were so unusual among mankind, and this illness also, with

which he was now afflicted, had come upon him. For Herod
had caused some things to be made which were contrary

to the law, for which he was accused by Judas and Mat-
thias. For example the king had erected over the great gate

of the temple a large golden eagle, of great value, as an
offering to the temple. Now, the law forbids those that

propose to live according to it to erect images or representa-

tions of any living creatures. So these wise men bade [their

scholars] pull down the golden eagle ; saying that, though
they might incur danger, which might bring them to their

deaths, the virtue of the action now proposed to them was
evidently far more advantageous to them than the pleasure

of living, since they would die for the preservation and
maintenance of the law of their fathers, and would also

acquire everlasting fame and commendation, and would be
commended not only by the present generation, but leave

an example of life that would never be forgotten to posterity.

And as death could not be avoided by living to escape
danger, it was well for those who aimed after virtue to ac-

cept their fate so as to go out of the world with praise and
honour ; and it would alleviate death to a great degree,
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thus to come at it by noble actions wbich danger brought,
and, at the same time, to leave that reputation behind
them to their children, and to all their relations, whether
men or women, which would be of great advantage to them
afterwards.

§ 3. With such words did they incite the young men,
and a report having come to them that the king was dead
co-operated with the wise men's arguments. So at midday
they went and pulled down the eagle and cut it in pieces

with axes, while a great many people were in the temple.
And now the king's captain, hearing of the affair, and sup-

posing it was more serious than it proved to be, went to the
spot with a large force, such as was sufficient to put a stop

to the multitude of those who were trying to pull down
what was dedicated to God : and he attacked them unex-
pectedly, as they were upon this bold attempt in fooUsh
jjresumption rather than cautious prudence (as is usual
with the multitude), and while they were in disorder and
incautious of what was for their advantage ; and he arrested

no fewer than forty of the young men, who had the courage

to wait his attack when the rest ran away, as also the in-

stigators of this bold attempt, Judas and Matthias, (who
thought it an ignominious thing to retireupon his approach,)

and led them to the king. And when they were come to

the king, and he asked them if they had been so bold as to

pull down what he had dedicated to God, " Tes, (said

they,) we contrived what was contrived, and we performed
what has been performed, and that with such virtue as be-

comes men ; for we have given our assistance to those

things which are dedicated to the honour of God, and we
have paid heed to the hearing of the law ; and it ought not

to be wondered at at all, if we esteem those laws which

Moses had suggested and taught to him by God, and which

he wrote and left behind him, more worthy of observation

than thy commands. And we will with pleasure undergo

death, or whatever punishment thou mayst inflict upon us,

since we are conscious to ourselves that we shall not die for

any unrighteous actions, but for our love to religion."

And thus they all said, and their courage was equal to their

words, as also to the spirit with which they had set about

their bold action. And the king ordered them to be bound,
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and sent them to Jericho, and summoned the principal men
of the Jews. And when they were come, he assembled them in

the theatre, and as he could not himself stand, he lay upon
a couch, and enumerated the many labours that he had
long endured on their account, and how he had built the

temple at great expense, though the Asamonseans, during

the hundred and twenty-five years of their rule, had not

been able to perform so great a work for the honour of

Grod ; and how he had also adorned it with very valuable

votive offerings, so that he hoped he had left himself a

memorial and fair fame after his death. He then cried out

that these men had not abstained from affronting him even

in his life-time, but in the very day-time, and in the sight

of the multitude, had outraged him to that degree, as to

lay their hands upon what he had dedicated, and by way
of abuse to pull it down to the ground. They pretended,

indeed, that they had done so to affront him, but if any one

considered the matter, he would find that they were really

guilty of sacrilege against God.

§ 4. But those present, because of Herod's temper, and
for fear he would be so cruel as to inflict punishment on
them, said that what was done was done without their appro-

bation, and that it seemed to them that the deed deserved

punishment. But Herod dealt more mildly with the others,

but he deprived Matthias of the high priesthood, as in part

the cause of this action, and made Joazar, who was Matthias'

wife's brother, high priest in his stead. Now it happened,
during the time of the high priesthood of this Matthias,

that another person was made high priest for a single day,

which the Jews observed as a fast, for the following reason.

This Matthias the high priest, during the night before the

day when the fast was to be celebrated, seemed in a dream to

have connection with his wife ; and because he could not
officiate himself on that account, Joseph, the son of Ellemus,
his kinsman, performed the sacred duties for him. Herod
now deprived this Matthias of the high priesthood, and
burnt alive the other Matthias, who had raised this insur-
rection, with his companions. And that very night thei-e

was an eclipse of the moon.'

* This eclipse of the moon (which is the only eclipse of either of the

luminaries mentioned by our Josephus in any of his writings) is of the
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§ 5. And now Herod's disease greatly increased upon
him, Grod inflicting judgment upon him for his sins ; for a
slow fire consumed him, which did not so much appear to
the touch outwardly, as it augmented his pains inwardly

;

and brought on him a vehement appetite for eating, which
he could not but satisfy. His intestines were also ulce-

rated, and he had especial pain in his colon ; an aqueous
and transparent humour was also in his feet, and a similar

ailment afflicted him in his abdomen. His privy-member
also was putrified, and bred worms ; and when he sat up-
right, he had a difficulty of breathing, which was very un-
pleasant, on account of the foulness of his breath, and his

frequent panting ; he had also convulsions in aU parts of

his body, which made him preternaturally strong. It was
said by those who practised divination, and were endued
with wisdom to foretell such things, that G-od inflicted this

punishment on the king on account of his great impiety.

And though his afilictions seemed greater than any one
could bear, yet had he some hopes of recovering, and sent

for physicians, and did not refuse to follow what they pre-

scribed for his relief, and he crossed the river Jordan, and
bathed in the warm baths that were at Callirrhoe,' which,

besides their other general virtues, were also fit to drink

;

these waters run into the lake called Asphaltites.^ And
when the physicians thought fit to revive him there, by
placing him in a vessel full of oil, it was supposed that

he was dying ; but upon the lamentable cries of his

domestics, he came round, and having no longer the

least hopes of recovery, gave orders that every soldier

should be paid fifty drachmae. He also gave a great deal

of money to their commanders, and to his friends, and
returned to Jericho, where he grew so choleric, that it

made him do all things savagely, and though he was

near his death, he contrived the following wicked design.

Having commanded that all the principal men of the entire

greatest consequence for the determination of the time for the death of

Herod and Antipater, and for the birth and entire chronology of Jesus

Christ. It happened March 13th, in the year of the Julian period

4710, and the 4th year before the Christian era.—W.
1 The hot-springs in the }Fddi/ Zerka MaHn, on the east of the Dead

Sea.
= The Dead Sea.
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Jewish nation, wherever they lived, should come to him
(and a great number came, because the whole nation was.

called, and all men heard of this decree, and death was the

penalty of such as should neglect the letters sent to call

them), the king was in a wild rage against them all, as.

well innocent as guilty, and ordered them to be all shut

up in the hippodrome, and sent for his sister Salome, and
her husband Alexas, and spoke to them as follows. '' I shall

die at no distant time, so great are my pains ; and death

ought to be cheerfully borne, and to be welcomed by all

men ; but what principally troubles me is this, that I shall

die without being lamented, and without such mourning as

usually takes place at a king's death." He added that he was
not unacquainted with the temper of the Jews, and knew that

his death would be a thing very desirable and exceedingly

acceptable to them, for even during his lifetime they were
ready to revolt from him and despise his measures. He
told them it was therefore their duty to resolve to afford

him some alleviation of his great sorrow under these

circumstances. Tor if they did not refuse him their con-

sent in what he desired, he would have a great mourning
at his funeral, and such as never any king had had before

him, for then the whole nation would mourn from their

very soul, which otherwise would be done in sport and
mockery only. He desired therefore that as soon as they
saw he had given up the ghost, they should place soldiers

round the hippodrome, who did not know that he was
dead, and that they should not announce his death to the
multitude till this was done, and that they should give

orders to have those that were in the hippodrome shot
with these soldiers' darts ; and this slaughter of them all

would cause him not to fail to rejoice on two accounts, first

at their performing what he charged them with his dying
breath to do, and secondly at his having the honour of a
memorable mourning at his funeral. So he deplored his

condition with tears in his eyes, and apfiealed to them by
the kindness due from kindred, and By their faith in God,
and conjured them not to debar him of this honourable
mourning at his funeral. And they promised him to do
what he wished.

§ 6. Now one may easily discover the temper of this
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man's mind, even if one were satisfied with his former
acts, as Laving been done to his relations from love of life,

by these last commands of his which savoured of great in-

humanity, since he took care, when he was departing out
of this life, that the whole nation should be put into

mourning by the loss of their dearest ones, as he gave orders

that one out of every family should be slain, although
they had done nothing that was unjust, or that was against

him, nor were they accused of any other crimes ; though it

is usual for those who have any regard to virtue to lay

aside at the hour of death their hatred even to those whom
they justly esteem their enemies.

CHAP. VII.

Herod has thoughts of killing himself leith his own hands, and
a little afterivards orders Antipater to he slain.

. § 1-
.

AS he was giving these instructions to his relations, there

came letters from his ambassadors who had been sent

to Eome to Augustus, and when they were read, their pur-

port was as follows : that Acme had been put to death by
Augustus, in consequence of his indignation at the hand
she had had in Antipater's wicked practices ; and that,

as to Antipater himself, Augustus left it to Herod to act

as became a father and king, and either to banish him
or take away his life, which he pleased. When Herod
heard this, he felt somewhat better from the pleasure he

had at the contents of the letters, and was elated at the

death of Acme, and at the power that was given him
over his son ; but as his pains became very great, he was
now ready to faint for want of something to eat ; so he

called for an apple and a knife ; for it was his custom

even formerly to pare an apple himself, and gradually to

cut it and eat it. When he had got the knife, he looked

about, and had a mind to stab himself with it ; and would

have done so, had not his cousin Achiabus prevented him,

and held his hand, and cried out loudly. Whereupon a
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woeful lamentation eclioed through the palace, and a great

noise was made, as if the king was dead. Upon this

Antipater, who verily believed his father was dead, grew

bold in his language, hoping to be immediately and entirely

released from his bonds, and to take the kingdom into his

own hands without any more ado ; so he talked with the

jailor about letting him go, and promised him great things,

both now and hereafter, as if that were the only thing now in

question. But the jailor not only refused to do what Anti-

pater would have him, but informed the king of his inten-

tions, and of the many solicitations he had had from him.

Thereupon Herod, who had not formerly been overpowered

by good-will towards his son, when he heard what the

jailor said, cried out, and beat his head, although he was
at death's door, and raised himself upon his. elbow, and
sent for some of his body-guards, and commanded them to

killADtipaterwithoutanyfurtherdelay,and to doit quickly,

and to bury him in an ignoble manner at Hyrcania.'

CHAP. VIII.

Concerning Herod's Death, Testament, and Burial.

§ \AND now Herod changed his testament again upon the

alteration of his mind ; for he appointed Antipas, to

whom he had before left the kingdom, to be tetrarch of

G-alilee and Peraea,^ and granted the kingdom to Archelaus.

And G-aulonitis, and Trachonitis, and Batanaea,' and Panias,'

he gave to Philip, his son, and own brother to Archelaus.'

' See Antiq. xiii. J6, § 3 ; xiv. S, § 4 ; Jewish War, i. 8, § 5.

^ Persea e.Ktended from Pella in tlie nnrtli to Maclicerus in the south,

and from the Jordan eastward to Philadelphia, Rabboth Ammun. Jewish
War, iii. 3, § 3.

3 See Life, § 11.

* Caesarea Philippi, now Bunids.
^ When it is said that Philip and Archelaus were own brothers, or

born of the same father and mother, there must be here some mistake ;

because they had indeed the same fatlier Herod, but different mothers

;

the former Cleopatra, and Archelaus, Malthace. They were indeed
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by the name of a tetrarchy ; and bequeathed Jamnia/ and
Azotus/ and Phasaelis,^ to his sister Salome, as also five hun-
dred thousand [drachmae] of coined silver. He also made
provision for all the rest of his kindred, by giving them
sums of money and revenues, and so left them aU in a
wealthy condition. He bequeathed also to Augustus ten mil-
lions of [drachmae] of coined silver, besides vessels both of
gold and silver, and to Julia, Augustus' -wife, exceedingly
costly garments, and to some others five miUions. When
he had done these things, he died, the fifth day after he
had caused his son Antipater to be slain ; having reigned
thirty-four years since he had had Antigonus slain, and
thirty-seven since he had been declared king by the Eomans.
He was a man of great cruelty to all men aUke, and
a slave to his anger, and indifferent to justice, yet was
he favoured by fortune as much as any man ever was, for

from a private man he became a king, and though he was
surrounded by ten thousand dangers, he got clear of them
all, and protracted his life to a very old age. But as
to the affairs of his family and sons, in which indeed,

according to his own opinion, he was also very fortunate,

because he was able to conquer his enemies, he was in my
opinion very unfortunate.

§ 2. However Salome and Alexas, before the king's death
was generally known, dismissed those that were shut up in

the hippodrome to their own homes, and told them that

the king ordered them to go away to their own lands, and
look after their own affairs. They thus conferred on the
nation a great benefit. And now the king's death was
made public, and Salome and Alexas gathered the soldiers

together in the amphitheatre at Jericho ; and the first thing
they did was to read Herod's letter written to the soldiers,

thanking them for their fidelity and good-will to him, and
exhorting them to treat his son Archelaus, whom he had
appointed as their king, with like fidehty and good-will.

After this Ptolemy, who had the king's seal intrusted

to him, read the king's testament, which was not to be of

force till Augustus had inspected it. And there was accla-

brought up all together at Home like own brothers, which is perhaps

all that Josephus intends by the words before us.—W.
1 Yehiah. * Esdud. " 'Ain Fusdil.
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niation made at once to Archelaus as king, and the soldiers

came by bands, and their commanders with them, and
promised the same good-will to him, and zeal in serving

him, as they had exhibited to Herod, and they prayed God
to be his helper.

§ 3. After this was over, they prepared for the king's

funeral, Archelaus taking care that his father should be
buried in a very sumptuous manner. Accordingly, he
brought out all his ornaments to add to the pomp of the

funeral. The body was carried upon a golden bier, em-
broidered with very precious stones of great variety, and
the bier was covered over with purple, as well as the body
itself, which had a diadem upon its head, and above it a
crown of gold, and a sceptre in its right hand. Round the

bier were Herod's sons and numerous relations ; next to

these were the soldiers, disposed according to their several

countries and names, and placed in the following order

:

first of all went the body-guards, then the band of Thra-
cians, after them the G-ermans, and next them the G-ala-

tians, every one in their habiliments of war ; and behind
these marched the whole army in the same manner as they
used to go out to war, preceded by their commanders and
centurions ; and these were followed by five hundred do-
mestics carrying spices. And they went eight furlongs on
the road to Herodium ;

^ for there by his own command
Herod was to be buried. And thus did he end his life.

§ 4. Now Archelaus paid his father so much respect, as

to continue his mourning till the seventh day ; for so many
days are appointed by the custom of our country. And
whenhe had feastedthe multitude, and left off his mourning,
he went up into the temple ; and he had acclamations and
praises given him, whichever way he went, every one vying
with one another who should appear to use the loudest
acclamations. And he ascended a high platform made for
him, and took his seat on a throne made of gold, and spoke
kindly to the multitude, and declared with what joy he
received their acclamations and marks of good-will ; and
returned them thanks for not remembering to his disad-
vantage the injuries his father had done them, and pro-

' Jebel Fiireidis.
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mised them lie -would endeavour not to be slack in reward-
ing their zeal to him. He said he should abstain at present
from the name of king, but he would have the honour of

that dignity if the Emperor should confirm the testament
his father had made ; and that was the reason why, when
the army would have put the diadem on his head at Jericho,

he would not accept of that honour, which is usually so

much desired, because it was not yet evident that he who
had the authority of bestowing it would give it him. But
if he got the kingdom he would not (he said) come short in

the virtue of gratitude for their good-will ; for it should be
his endeavour, in all things wherein they were concerned,
to prove in every respect better than his father. Where-
upon the multitude, as is usual with them, supposed that
the first days show the intentions of those that enter upon
such sovereignty, and the more gently and civilly Arche-
laus spoke to them, so much the more highly did they
commend him, and made application to him to grant what
they desired. Some cried out to him to ease them of some
of their annual payments, others to release those that had
been put into prison by Herod (who were many, and had
been there a long time) ; others asked that he would do
away with those heavy taxes which had been laid upon
what was pubUcly sold or bought. And Archelaus contra-

dicted them in nothing, as he was anxious to do all things

so as to conciliate the good-will of the multitude, looking

upon that good-will as a great step towards the preserva-

tion of his power. He then went and offered sacrifice to

God. and aftenvards betook himself to feasting with his

friends.

CHAP. IX.

Hoiv the Peoijle raised a Rehellion against Archelaus, and
hoi'j he Sailed to Borne.

§1-
MEANTIME some of the Jews assembled together out

of desire of innovation, and lamented Matthias, and
those that were slain with him by Herod, who had not had
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at the time any respect paid them by mourning, from the

fear men were in of Herod, and had been condemned for

pulling down the golden eagle. These people made a great

clamour and lamentation, and threw out some reproaches

against the king also, as if that was a solace to the

deceased. They assembled together, and demanded of

Archelaus, that, to avenge them, he would inflict punish-

ment on those who had been honoured by Herod: and
first and foremost that he would deprive the high priest

whom Herod had made, and would choose one more agree-

able to the law, and of greater purity, to ofi&ciate as high

priest. To this Archelaus assented, although he was
mightily offended at their importunity, because he pro-

posed to himself to go to Rome shortly, to see what the

Emperor had determined about him. However, he sent

his general to use persuasion, and to tell them that the

death which was inflicted on their friends was according

to the law, and to represent to them that their petitions

about these things were highly insulting to him, and that

the time was not now fit for such petitions, but rather re-

quired their unanimity until he should be established on
the throne by the consent of the Emperor, and should
have come back to them ; for he would then consult

with them in common as to what they asked ; but they

ought at present to be quiet, lest they should seem fac-

tious.

§ 2. When the king had suggested this line of argu-

ment, and instructed his general what he was to say, he
sent him to the people. But they made a clamour, and
would not let him speak, and put him in danger of his

life, as they also did to all who ventured upon saying

openly anything which might bring them to a sober mind,
and prevent their going on in their present courses ; be-

cause they had more desire to have all their way than to

yield obedience to their rulers, thinking it monstrous that,

while Herod was alive, they should have lost those who
were most dear to them, and that now he was dead, they
should not get their revenge. So they went on with their

designs in a violent manner, and thought all to be lawful
and right which tended to please them, being unskilful in

foreseeing what danger they ran, and if they had suspicion
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of any such thing, the present pleasure they took in the

idea of the punishment of those they deemed their very

great enemies outweighed all such considerations. And
although Archelaus sent many to speak to them, they

treated them not as messengers sent by him, but as per-

sons who came of their own accord to mitigate their anger,

and would not sufier one of them to speak. The rebellion

was also set in motion by such as were in a great passion,

and it was evident that it would grow, as the people joined

the movement in great numbers.

§ 3. Now on the approach of the feast of Unleavened
Bread, which the law of their fathers had appointed for

the Jews (which feast is called the Passover,' and is a

memorial of their deliverance out of Egypt, when they

offer sacrifices with zeal, and when it is customary to slay

more victims than at any other festival, and when an
innumerable multitude come out of the country—nay,

from beyond its limits also, to worship G-od), the innova-

tors lamented Judas and Matthias, those teachers of the

laws, and kept together in the temple, having plenty of

food, because those factious persons were not ashamed to

demand it. And as Archelaus was afraid that some ter-

rible thing would happen owing to these men's madness,

he sent a regiment of armed men, and with them a captain

of a thousand, to suppress the violence of the rebellious,

before the whole population should be infected with the

like madness ; and charged them, if they found any more
openly rebellious than others, to bring them before him.

But those that were rebellious because of those dead

teachers of the law, incited the people by noise and

clamour, so they made an assault upon the soldiers, and

went up to them, and stoned most of them, but a few ran

away wounded, and their captain with them. And when
they had thus done, they attended to the sacrifice again.

Now Archelaus thought there was no way to keep his throne

but by cutting off those of the people who made this

attempt upon it ; so he sent out his whole army against

them, and despatched his cavalry to prevent those that had

^ This Passover, when the rebellion here mentioned was moved

against Archelaus, was not one, hut thirteen months after the eclipse of

the moon already mentioned.— VV.

III. K
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their tents outside the temple from assisting those that

were within the temple, and to kill such as fled from the

infantry when they thought themselves out of danger.

And the cavalry slew some three thousand men, and the rest

betook themselves to the neighbouring mountains. Then
did Archelaus order proclamation to be made that all should

go to their own homes ; so they went away, and left the

festival fearing that something worse might follow, although
they had been so bold because of their stupidity. Then
Archelaus went down to the sea with his mother, and took
with him Nicolaus and Ptolemy, and many of his friends,

and left his brother Philip governor of all things belonging
both to his family and the realm. There also went with
him Herod's sister Salome, who took with her her children,

and many of her kindred went with her, under pretext of

assisting Archelaus in gaining the kingdom, but in reality

to oppose him, and chiefly to make loud complaints of

what he had done in the temple. But Sabinus, the Em-
peror's administrator in Syrian affairs, as he was making
haste to Judaea to take charge of Herod's money, met with
Archelaus at Caesarea ; but Varus came up and restrained

him from meddling with it, for he had been sent for there

by Archelaus through Ptolemy. And Sabinus, to gratify

Varus, did neither seize upon any of the fortresses that
were among the Jews, nor seal up the treasures in them,
but permitted Archelaus to have them, till the Emperor
should declare his will about them, and having promised
that, he remained at Csesarea. But after Archelaus had
sailed for Rome, and Varus had removed to Antioch, Sa-
binus went to Jerusalem, and seized on the king's palace.

He also sent for the keepers of the garrisons, and for all

those who had had the charge of Herod's affairs, and de-

clared publicly that he should call them to account, and
disposed of the fortresses as he pleased. However, those
who kept them did not neglect what Archelaus had com-
manded them, but continued to keep all things in the
manner that had been enjoined them ; and their pretext
was that they kept them all for the Emperor.

§ 4. At the same time, also, did Antipas, another of

Herod's sons, sail to Rome, to claim the kingdom, being
buoyed up by Salome with promises that he should have
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it, as ' being mucli fitter than Archelaus for that authority

;

since Herod had, in his former testament, which ought to

be esteemed most valid, deemed him the worthiest to be

made king. Antipas also took with him his mother, and
Ptolemy the brother of Mcolaus, who had been Herod's

most honoured friend, and was now zealous for Antipas
;

but it was Irenseus the orator, who, on account of his

reputation for sagacity, was intrusted with the affairs of

the kingdom, who most of all encouraged him to think of

claiming the kingdom. That was why, when some advised

him to yield to Archelaus, as his elder brother, who had
been declared king by their father's last will, he would not

do so. And when he was come to Home, all his relations

came over to him, not out of good-will to him, but out of

hatred to Archelaus, though indeed they were most desirous

of gaining their liberty, and of being put under a Roman
governor ; but if opposition were made to that, they thought

Antipas preferable to Archelaus, and so tried to get the

kiao-dom for him. Sabinus also accused Archelaus to the .

Emperor in a letter.

§ 5. Now, when Archelaus had despatched a letter to

the Emperor, wherein he pleaded his right to the kingdom,

and his father's testament, and sent Ptolemy with Herod's

seal and the accounts of Herod's money, he waited the

event. And when the Emperor had read Archelaus' letter,

and Varus' and Sabinus' letters, and the accounts of the

money, and the statement of the annual revenues of the

kingdom, and understood that Antipas had also sent a letter

laying claim to the kingdom, he summoned his friends to-

o-ether to give their opinions, and among them Caius, the son

of Agrippa and his daughter Julia whom he had adopted,

whom he made to sit first of all, and bade such as pleased

speak their minds about the affairs now before them. And
Salome's son Antipater, a very clever orator, and a very

bitter enemy to Archelaus, spoke first, and said that it was

jesting of Archelaus to plead now to have the kingdom

o-iven him, since he had in reality assumed the authority

already, before Augustus had granted it. He also in-

veit^hed against his bold action in slaying so many at the

1 For Koi I read il>s. It is well known how similar the abbreviation

of these two words is, and how frequently this mistake is made in MSS.
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Jewish festival, for if the men had acted unjustly, it was
but fit the punishing of them should have been reserved

to those who were out of the country, and had the right to

punish them, and not been executed by a man who, if he
pretended to be a king, wronged Augustus by ignoring his

authority, and if he owned himself a private person, his

case was much worse, since he who put in claim to the

kingdom, could by no means expect to have that power
granted him over the Jews, of which he had already de-

prived Augustus. He also charged and upbraided him with

changing some commanders in the army, and sitting on the

royal throne, and deciding lawsuits, just as if he were king,

and assenting to the requests of those that publicly pe-

titioned him, and indeed his management of all things,

which could in his opinion be no greater if he had been
already settled in the kingdom by Augustus. He also

ascribed to him the releasing of the prisoners that were
in the hippodrome, and many other things, that had either

been done by him, or might be believed to have been done,

because they were of such a nature as were done by young
men, and by such as in desire of ruling grasped at power
too soon. He also charged him with neglect in mourning
for his father, and with revelling the very night he died

;

and said that was why the multitude began raising a tu-

mult ; and if Archelaus could thus requite his dead father,

who had bestowed such benefits upon him, and bequeathed
such great things to him, pretending to shed tears for him
in the day-time like an actor on the stage, but every night
making merry at having got the kingdom, he would show
himself the same Archelaus to Augustus, if he granted
him the kingdom, as he had been to his father ; for he
had then danced and sung, as though an enemy of his had
fallen, and not as though a man was being carried to his
funeral, that was so nearly related to him, and had been
so great a benefactor. But he said that the most mon-
strous thing of all was, that he came now before Augustus
to obtain the kingdom by his grant, when he had before
acted in all things as he would have acted if the Emperor
himself had already fixed him firmly in the kingdom. And
what he most exaggerated in his pleading was the slaughter

of those in the temple, and the impiety of its being done
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at festival time, and how they were slain like sacrifices

themselves, some of them foreigners, and others of their

own country, till the temple was full of dead bodies : and
all this was not done by an alien, but by one who laid

claim to the lawful title of king, that he might fulfil the

wicked tyranny which his nature prompted him to, and
which was hated by all men. That was no doubt the reason

why his father had never so much as dreamed of making
him his successor in the kingdom, when he was of a sound
mind, because he knew his character, and in his former and
more authentic testament had appointed his enemy Antipas
to succeed ; for Archelaus was called by his father to the

kingdom, when Herod was in an ailing condition both
of body and mind, while Antipas was called when Herod
was ripest in his judgment, and of such strength of body
as made him capable of managing his own affairs. And
even if his father had had the like notion of him formerly

that he had now showed, yet Archelaus had given a suffi-

cient specimen of what sort of a king he was likely to be,

when he deprived Augustus of the power which he justly

had of disposing of the kingdom, and had not abstained

from making a terrible slaughter of his fellow-citizens in

the temple when he was but as yet a private person.

§ 6. When Antipater had said thus much, and had
confirmed what he said by producing many witnesses from
among his own relations, he ended his speech. Upon
which Nicolaus rose up on behalf of Archelaus, and said

that what had been done in the temple was rather to be

attributed to the behaviour of those who had been killed

than to the authority of Archelaus ; for those who were

the authors of such things, were not only wicked in the

injuries they themselves did, but in forcing sober persons

to avenge themselves upon them. And it was evident that

their hostile action was taken in pretext, indeed, against

Archelaus, but in reality against the Emperor himself, for

those riotous persons attacked and slew those who were

sent by Archelaus, and who came only to put a stop to their

doings, having no regard either to God or to the custom

of the festival; and yet Antipater was not ashamed to

advocate their cause, whether to indulge his enmity against

Archelaus, or because of his own hatred of virtue and
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justice. For those who began such tumults, and attacked

people who little expected it, forced men even against

their will to betake themselves to arms to punish them.
Nicolaus also ascribed all the rest that was done to all

those who had acted in counsel with the accusers, for no-

thing which was here accused of as unjust had been done,

but what had been approved of by them ; nor were those

things bad in themselves, but only so represented to harm
Archelaus. So great was these factious persons' desire to

do injury to a man that was of their kindred, and their

father's benefactor, and one familiarly acquainted with
them, who had ever lived in friendship with them. And
as to Herod's testament, it was made by the king when he
was in a sound mind, and so ought to be more valid than
his former testament, for Augustus was left by it the

judge and sole disposer of all its contents. And certainly

Augustus would not imitate the unjust proceedings of

those men, who, during Herod's life, had on all occasions

been benefited by his power, and yet now zealously en-

deavoured to hinder his will, though theyhad not themselves

deserved as well of Herod as Archelaus had. Augustus
would not therefore disannul the testament of a man who
had put everything at his disposal, and had been his friend

and ally, and had committed everything to him in trust.

Nor would Augustus' virtuous and upright disposition,

which was known and uncontested throughout all the
world, imitate the wickedness of these men in condemning
a king as having lost his reason, and as a madman, for

having bequeathed the succession to a good son, who fled

to Augustus' uprightness for refuge. Nor could Herod
ever have been mistaken in his judgment about his suc-

cessor, when he showed so much prudence as to submit all

things to the decision of Augustus.

§ 7. When Nicolaus had laid these arguments before
Augustus, he ended his speech. And Augustus kindly
raised Archelaus up when he threw himself down at his

feet, and said that he was most worthy of the kingdom,
and showed that he was not disposed to act otherwise than
his father's testament directed, which was for the ad-

vantage of Archelaus. However, though he gave this

encouragement to Archelaus to rely on him and banish all
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fear, he made no full determinatioa about him. And,
when the assembly was broken up, he debated with him-
self, whether he should confirm the kingdom to Archelaus,
or whether he should divide it among all Herod's pos-
terity, as these too stood in need of much assistance.

CHAP. X.

An Insurrection of the Jews against Sabinus ; and Iww
Varus brought the Authors of it to Punishment.

§1.

BUT before these things could he brought to a settle-

ment, Archelaus' mother, Malthace, fell ill and died,

and letters came from Varus, the governor of Syria, in-

forming Augustus of a revolt of the Jews. For, after

Archelaus had sailed, the whole nation was in an uproar,
and Varus himself, as he was on the spot, brought the
authors of the disturbance to punishment; and when he
had mostly composed this rising, which was a formidable
one, he set out for Ajitioch, leaving one legion of his army
at Jerusalem to keep the Jews quiet, if they made any
new rising. But this did not at all avail to put an end
to their rebellion ; for after Varus was gone away, Sabinus,
Augustus' procurator, stayed behind, and greatly harassed
the Jews, believing that the forces that were left there

would by their numbers be too many for the Jews. For
he made use of them, and armed them as his guards, so

oppressing and troubling the Jews, that they rebelled

;

for he used force to seize the citadels, and zealously made
violent search for the king's money, on account of his love

of gain, and extraordinary covetousness.

§ 2. Now on the approach of Pentecost (which is a
festival of ours, so called from the days of our forefathers)

a great many myriads of men assembled together not only

to keep the festival, but also in consequence of their in-

dignation at the mad insolence of Sabinus. They were
chiefly Galilseaus and Idumaeans, and from Jericho, and
those who inhabited the districts on the other side of the
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river Jordan, wlio all banded together, and were more
zealous than the others to avenge themselves on Sabinus.

And they divided themselves into three bands, and en-

camped in the following places, some of them seized upon
the hippodrome, and one of the other two bands encamped
on the east quarter from the north part of the temple to

the south, while the third band occupied the west part

of the city where the king's palace was. Their action

tended to besiege entirely the Romans, and to shut them
in on all sides. Now Sabinus was afraid of these men's
numbers and spirit, for they had little regard to their

lives from their desire not to be overcome, and they
thought it virtue to conquer their enemies ; so he sent

immediately a letter to Varus, and, as was usual with him,
was very urgent with him, and entreated him to come
quickly to his assistance, as the forces he had left were in

imminent danger, and would probably, in no long time, be
intercepted and cut to pieces. But he himself occupied

the highest tower of the fortress Phasaelus (which had
been built in honour of Phasaelus,' ting Herod's brother,

and so called when the Parthians had brought him to his

death ^), and thence gave a signal to the Romans to attack

the Jews, and although he did not himself venture even to

come down to his friends, expected that all the others

should expose themselves to death for his greediness.

And as the Romans ventured to make a sally, a terrible

battle ensued ; and though the Romans beat their adver-
saries, yet were not the Jews cowed in spirit even at the
sight of the terrible slaughter that was made of many of

them, but they made a circuit, and got upon those porti-

coes which surrounded the outer court of the temple,
where a great fight was still maintained, and they cast

stones at the Romans, partly with their hands, and partly
from slings, being very expert in that kind of warfare.
All the archers also drawn up in battle-array did the
Romans a great deal of mischief, because they were on
higher ground, and so not easy to get at, for when the
Romans tried to shoot their arrows against the Jews up-
wards, these arrows could not reach them, so that the

' The ' Tower of David ' at Jerusalem.
' See Antiq. xiv. 13, § 10, and Jewish War, ii. 12, § 9.—W.
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Jews were too mucli for their enemies here. And this sort

of fight lasted a great while, till at last the Romans, who
were greatly enraged at what was done, set fire to the

porticoes so stealthily, that those Jews who were upon
them did not perceive it. This fire being fed by a great

deal of combustible matter,^ soon caught the roof of

the porticoes ; and the wood, which was full of pitch and
wax, especially as its gold was smeared over with wax,
yielded to the flames at once ; and those vast works, which
were so worthy of esteem, were destroyed utterly, and
those that were on the roof unexpectedly perished at the

same time ; for, as the roof tumbled in, some of these

men fell down with it, and others were killed by their

enemies who surrounded them. Many also, in despair of

saving their lives, and dismayed at the fate that awaited

them, either cast themselves into the fire, or threw them-
selves upon their own swords, and so got out of their

misery. And as to those that endeavoured to escape by
the same way by which they ascended, they were all killed

by the Romans, being unarmed, and their courage failing

them ; their reckless fury being now unable to serve them,

as they were destitute of armour ; so that not one of those

that ascended to the roof escaped. The Romans also

rushed through the fire, where it was practicable, and
seized on the treasure where the sacred money was ; a

great part of which was stolen by the soldiers, but Sabinus

got openly four hundred talents.

§ 3. Now the loss of their friends, who fell in this

battle, grieved the Jews, as did also the plundering of the

money dedicated to Grod in the temple. So that body of

them which was most compact and most warlike sur-

rounded the palace, and threatened to set fire to it, and

kill all that were in it, and commanded them to go out

quickly, and promised, if they would do so, that they

would not hurt them, or Sabinus either. And most of the

king's troops deserted to them, while Rufus and G-ratus,

1 These great devastations made about the temple here, and Jewish

War, ii. 3, § 3, seem not to have been fully repaired in the days of Nero

;

till whose time there were 18,000 workmen continually employed in

rebuilding and repairing the temple, as Josepbus informs us, Antiq.

XX. 9, § 7.—W.
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who had three thousand of the most warlike of Herod's
army with them, who were raen of bodily activity, went
over to the Romans. There was also a troop of horse

under the command of Rufus, which itself went over to

the Romans also. However, the Jews went on with the

siege, and dug miaes under the walls, and besought those

that had gone over to the other side not to hinder them,

now they had such an opportunity for the recovery of

their country's ancient liberty. As for Sabinus, he was
desirous of going away with his soldiers, but dared not
trust himself with the enemy on account of the mischief

he had already done them, and this great clemency of

theirs (which he suspected) made him reject their offer. He
also expected that Varus was coming, and so endured the
siege.

§ 4. At this time there were myriads of other troubles

in Judaea, many people in many places stirring up war
either in hope of gain to themselves, or from enmity to the
Jews. And two thousand of Herod's old soldiers, who
had been already disbanded, mustered in Judaea itself, and
fought against the king's troops, and Achiabus, Herod's
cousin, opposed them ; but as he was driven out of the
plains into the mountainous parts by their military skill,

he kept on ground not easy of approach, and saved what
he could.

§ 5. There was also one Judas, the son of that Ezekias
who had been a robber-chief, a very strong man, who had
with great difficulty been taken by Herod. This Judas
having got together a multitude of men of profligate cha-
racter at Sepphoris ^ in Galilee, made an assault upon the
palace [there,] and seized upon all the weapons that were
stored up in it, and armed with them every one of his

men, and made off with all the money that was left there,

and became terrible to all men by plundering those that
came near him, in consequence of a thirst for power, and
an ambitious desire for royal rank, which he hoped to
obtain, not as the reward of his virtue, but of his power
to do harm.

§ 6. There was also one Simon, who had been a slave of

' Sefiirkh.
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Herod the king, but was in other respects a comely person,
tall and of a robust body, and had had great things com-
mitted to his trust. He, being elated at the disorderly

state of affairs, was so bold as to put a diadem on
his head, and a certain number of the people stood by
him, and by their madness he was hailed as king, and
he thought himself more worthy of that dignity than any
one else, and burnt down the royal palace at Jericho, and
plundered what was left in it, and also set fire to many
other of the king's houses in various parts of the country,

and utterly destroyed them, and permitted those who were
associated with him to take what was left in them as

spoil. And he would have done greater things, if care had
not been taken to repress him quickly ; for Gratus, after he
had joined himself to the Boman soldiers, took the forces

he had with him, and met Simon, and after a great and
obstinate fight, most of those that came from Persea, who
were a disorderly body of men, and fought in rather a
bold than skilful manner, were cut to pieces, and al-

though Simon tried to save himself by flight through a
certain defile, yet Gratus overtook him, and cut off his

head. The royal palace at Amatha,' near the river Jordan,

was also burnt down by a party of men that mustered
together, like those belonging to Simon. Thus did a great

and wild fury spread itself over the nation, because they

had no king of their own to keep the multitude in virtue, and
because those foreigners, who came to reduce the rebellious

to order, did, on the contrary, set them more in a flame,

because of their avarice and outrageous treatment of them.

§ 7. At this time also Athronges, a person eminent
neither for the dignity of his progenitors, nor for any

great virtue or wealth of his own, as he was only a shep-

herd, and obscure in all respects, because he was a tall

man, and excelled others in the strength of his hands, was

so bold as to set up for king, and thought it so sweet a

thing to do injuries to others, that although he should be

killed, he did not much care if he lost his life in such

actions. He had also four brothers, who were tall men
themselves, and were believed to be superior to others in

' 'Amaieh, east of the Jordan and north of the Jabbok.
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the strength of their hands, and he thought that strength

of theirs would aid him in retaining his kingdom. Each
of them ruled over a band of men of their own ; for those who
mustered to them were very numerous. They were also

every one of them commanders, but when they came to fight,

they were subordinate to Athronges, and fought for him,

and he put a diadem on his head, and assembled a council

to debate about what things were to be done, and all

things were done according to his pleasure. And he re-

tained his power a great while, being called king, and
having nothing to hinder him from doing what he pleased,

and he and his brothers slew a great many both of the

Eomans and of the king's forces, acting with the like

hatred to each of them, to the king's forces because of their

outrageous conduct during Herod's reign, and to the

Eomans because of the injuries they had so lately re-

ceived from them. But in process of time they grew
more cruel to all sorts of men alike, nor could any one

escape, for they slew some in the hope of gain, and others

from the mere habit of slaying men. They once attacked a
company of Romans at Emmaus,' who were bringing corn

and weapons to the army, and surrounded Areus, the cen-

turion, who commanded the company, and shot down him
and forty of the best of his foot-soldiers ; and the rest of

them were dismayed at their slaughter, and left their dead
behind them, but escaped themselves by the aid of G-ratus,

who came with the king's troops that were with him to

their assistance. They continued such guerilla warfare a

long while, and much harassed the Eomans, but did their

own nation also a great deal of injury. But they were after-

wards put down, one of them in a fight with Gratus, another
with Ptolemy ; and Archelaus took the eldest of them
prisoner, when the last of them was so dejected at the

others' misfortune, and saw so plainly that he had no way
now left to save himself, being left alone and worn out
with continual labours, and having lost his men, that he
also delivered himself up to Archelaus, upon his promise
and oath to God [to preserve his life.] But these things

happened some time afterwards.

' Emmaus Nicopolis, 'Amwds.
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§ 8. And now Judaea was full of bands of robbers, and,
as the several companies of tbe seditious lit upon any one
to head them, he was created a king immediately, in order
to do mischief to the community. They did some small
harm to a few of the Eomans, but their murders of their
own people lasted the longest.

§ 9. Directly Varus was informed of the state of Judsea
by Sabinus' writing to him, he was afraid for the legion he
had left ; so he took the two other legions (for there were
three legions in all in Syria), and four troops of horse, and
all the auxiliary forces that either the kings or any of the
tetrarchs suppUed him with, and made what haste he
could to assist those who were then besieged in Judsea.

He also gave orders to all who were sent forward to hasten
to Ptolemais. The citizens of Berytus ' also gave him fifteen

hundred auxiliaries, as he passed through their city. Aretas
also, the king of Arabia Petrsea,' from his hatred to Herod,
and in order to purchase the favour of the Eomans, sent

no small assistance, besides foot and horse. And when
Varus had concentrated all his forces at Ptolemais,' he
committed part of them to his son, and to a friend of his,

and sent them upon an expedition into Galilee, which lies

in the neighbourhood of Ptolemais ; and they attacked the
enemy, and put them to flight, and took Sepphoris, and
made its inhabitants slaves, and burnt the city. But Varus
himself pushed on to Samaria^ with the main army : but he
did not meddle with the city of that name, because it was
not accused of rebellion, but pitched his camp at a certain

village that belonged to Ptolemy, called Arus,° which the

Arabians burnt from their hatred to Herod, and from

the enmity they bore to his friends. The Arabians marched
thence to another village called Sampho,° which they

plundered and burnt, although it was a very strong and
fortified place ; and all along this march nothing escaped

them, but all places were full of fire and slaughter. Emmaus
was also burnt by Varus' order, after its inhabitants had
deserted it, that he might avenge those that had been

' Beirut.
^ The desert of Petra and the Peninsula of Sinai.

^ 'Akia. " Sehistieh.

' Not identified.
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slain there. From thence Varus marched at once to Jeru-

salem, and those Jews whose camp lay there, and who were

besieging the Eoman legion, at first sight of the approach

of his army raised the siege and fled. But as to the Jews in

Jerusalem, when Varus reproached them bitterly, they

cleared themselves of the charges laid against them, and
said that the conflux of the people was occasioned by the

feast, and that the war was not made with their approba-

tion, but came from the rashness of the strangers, for they

were on the side of the Eomans, and rather besieged with

them, than desirous at aU to besiege them. Now Joseph,

the cousin of king Herod, had also come before this to

meet Varus, as had also G-ratus and Eufus (who brought

their soldiers with them), and those Eomans who had been

besieged. But Sabinus did not come into Varus' jjresence,

but stole out of the city privately, and went to the sea-

side.

§ 10. Next Varus sent a part of his army all over the

country, to seek out the authors of the revolt ; and when
they were discovered, he punished some of those that were
most guilty, and some he dismissed : the number of those

that were crucified on this account was two thousand.

After this he disbanded his army, which he found not at

all useful, for the soldiers behaved themselves very dis-

orderly, and disobeyed Varus' orders and wishes, being
intent on the gain which they made by malpractices. As
for himself, when he was informed that ten thousand Jews
had mustered together, he made haste to crush them ; but
they did not venture to fight him, but, at the advice of

Achiabus, surrendered to Varus. Thereupon he forgave

the multitude their crime of revolting, but sent their

several commanders to Augustus. The Emperor dismissed
many of them, and the only persons whom he punished
were those relations of Herod who had joined these men in

this war, who, without the least regard to justice, had
fought against their own kindred.
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CHAP. XI.

An Embassy of the Jews to Augustus, and how he confirmed
Herod's Testament.

§1-

WHEN Varus had settled these affairs, and left the
legion that had been formerly there to garrison

Jerusalem, he set out for Antioch. As for Archelaus, he
had new sources of trouble come upon him at Rome from
the following circumstances. An embassy of the Jews
came to Eome (Varus having permitted the nation to send
it) to petition for the liberty of living according to their

own laws. Now, the number of the ambassadors that were
sent by the will of the nation was fifty, who were joined by
more than eight thousand Jews who dwelt at Rome. And
Augustus assembled his friends, and the chief men among
the Romans, in the temple of Apollo, which he had built

at great expense, and the ambassadors came there, and the

multitude of Jews that lived at Rome with them, as did

also Archelaus and his friends. But as for the various

kinsmen of the king, they would not join themselves with

Archelaus, from their hatred to him ; and yet they thought
it monstrous to vote with the ambassadors against him, sup-

posing it would be a disgrace to them in Augustus' opinion

to think of thus acting in opposition to a man of their own
kindred. Philip also had arrived there from Syria, at the

instigation of Varus, with the principal intention of assist-

ing his brother (for Varus was his great friend), but still

so, if any change should happen in the form of government

(for Varus expected the kingdom would be divided, because

of the many who desired the liberty of living in accordance

with their own laws), that he might not be behind, but

might have his share of it.

§ 2. Now upon liberty being given to the Jewish ambas-

sadors to speak, they who hoped by their words to put down
kingly government betook themselves to accusing Herod

of various lawless acts, and declared that he had been

nominally indeed a king, but had usurped that absolute



256 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK XVII.

authority which tyrants exercise over their subjects,

and had made use of that authority for the destruc-

tion of the Jews, and had not abstained from introducing

many innovations among them besides, according to his

own inclination. And although a great many had perished

during his reign by various kinds of deaths, so many
indeed as no previous history related, they that had sur-

vived were far more miserable than those that had suffered,

not only from the anxiety they were in as to his look and
disposition, but also from the danger their estates were in.

They said Herod had never ceased adding to the beauty of

those neighbouring cities that were inhabited by foreigners,

but the cities belonging to his own kingdom were ruined

and utterly destroyed, and whereas when he took the king-

dom, it was in an extraordinarily flourishing condition, he
had afflicted the nation with extreme poverty, and when he
had slain any of the nobility upon unjust pretexts, he had
taken away their estates, and when he permitted any of

them to live, he had condemned them to the forfeiture of

what they possessed. And, besides the annual impositions

which he laid upon every one of them, they had had to

make liberal presents to him and his domestics and
friends, and to such of his slaves as were vouchsafed the
favour of being his tax-gatherers, because there was no
way of obtaining freedom from unjust violence, without
giving either gold or silver for it. They would say nothing
of the deflowering of their virgins, or the debauching of
their wives, and that carried out in a wanton and inhuman
manner, because it was almost equal pleasure to the suf-

ferers to have such things concealed as not to have suffered

them. They said Herod had ill treated them worse than
a wild beast would have done, if he had had power
given him to rule ; and although their nation had passed
through many vicissitudes and changes, their history gave
no account of any calamity it had ever undergone, that
could be compared with what Herod had brought upon
the nation. And so they had thought they might
reasonably and gladly hail Archelaus as king, upon the
supposition that whoever should be set over the kingdom
would appear more mild to them than Herod had been

;

and they had joined with him in the mourning for his
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father, in order to gratify him, and were ready to oblige
him in other points also, if they found him mild in his
dealings with them.. But he seemed to be afraid lest he
should not be deemed Herod's own son ; and so, without
any delay, he immediately let the nation understand his
disposition, and that before his position on the throne was
secure, since Augustus could either give it him or not, as
he pleased. Moreover he had given his subjects a speci-
men of his future virtue, and of the kind of moderation
and good administration with which he would govern
them, by his first action in the sight of the citizens and
God himself, when he slaughtered three thousand of his
own countrymen in the temple. How, then, could they
help justly hating him who, besides his other barbarity,
had alleged as one of their crimes that they had opposed
and thwarted him in the exercise of his authority ? They
concluded by saying that the main thing they desired was
that they might be delivered from kingly and similar

governments, and might be added to Syria, and be put
under the authority of such chief magistrates as should be
sent to them; for it would thereby be made evident,

whether they were really rebellious people, and generally

fond of innovations, or whether they would live in an
orderly manner, if they had mild rulers set over them.

§ 3. Now when the Jews had said this, Nicolaus vindi-

cated the kings from those accusations, and said that as

for Herod, since he had never been thus accused during
his life, it was not right for those that might during his

lifetime have accused him before just judges, and procured
his punishment, to bring an accusation against him now
that he was dead. He also attributed the actions of

Archelaus to the Jews' insolence, who, striving after what
was contrary to the laws, and beginning to kill those who
would have hindered them from their insolence, now com-
plained of just reprisals. He also accused them of their

love of innovation, and of the pleasure they took in sedi-

tion, because of their not having learned to submit to

justice and the laws, through their desiring to have their

way in all things. This was what Nicolaus said.

§ 4. When Augustus had heard these pleadings, he dis-

solved the assembly, and a few days afterwards appointed

III. s
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Archelaus not indeed king, but ethnarch of half the

country that had been subject to Herod, and promised to

give him the royal dignity subsequently, if he deserved it.

As for the other half, he divided it into two parts, and
gave it to two other of Herod's sons, to Philip and to that

Antipas who disputed with Archelaus the whole kingdom.
Now Peraea and G-aUlee paid their tribute, which amounted
annually to two hundred talents, to Antipas, while

Batansea and Trachonitis and Auranitis, with a certain

portion of what was called the house of Zenodorus, paid

the tribute of one hundred talents to Philip. But Idumsea,

and Judssa, and Samaria, paid tribute to Archelaus, but
had a fourth part of their tribute taken ofE by order of

Augustus, who decreed them that abatement because they
had not joined in revolt with the rest of the multitude.

There were also other cities which paid tribute to Arche-
laus, as Strato's tower,^ and Sebaste,' and Joppa, and Jeru-

salem ; for as to Gaza and G-adara' and Hippos,* they are

Greek cities, which Augustus separated from Archelaus'

jurisdiction, and added to the province of Syria. And
the tribute-money that came to Archelaus every year from
his dominions amounted to six hundred talents.

§ 5. So much of their father's inheritance came to

Herod's sons. As to Salome, besides what her brother left

her by his testament, namely, Jamnia,' and Azotus,* and
Phasaelis,' and five hundred thousand [drachmae] of coined
silver, Augustus made her a present of the royal habita-
tion at Ascalon ; " her revenues in all amounted to sixty

talents a year, and her dwelling-house was within Arche-
laus' jurisdiction. The rest also of the king's relations

received what his testament allotted them. Moreover,
Augustus made a present to each of Herod's two virgin
daughters, besides what their father left them, of two hun-
dred and fifty thousand [drachmse] of silver, and married
them to Pheroras' sons ; he also granted all that was be-
queathed to himself to the king's sons, which was one
thousand five hundred talents, except a few of the vessels,

' Cffisarpa Pala;stina, KaisarU/eh. ^ Samai-ia, Sebmdeh.
' Umm Keis. * Susiyeh. See Life, § 9. ' Yehnah.
* EndM. '' 'Ain Fusail. ' 'Ascaliin.
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whicli he reserved for himself ; and they were acceptable

to him, not so much for their great value as because they
were memorials to him of king Herod.

CHAP. XII.

Concerning a spwrious Alexander.

§1-

WHEN these affairs had been thus settled by Augustus,
a certain young man, by birth a Jew, but brought up

by a Roman freedman in the city of Sidon, palmed himself

off as akin to Herod, by the resemblance of countenance,

which those who saw him. attested him to have to Alex-

ander the son of Herod, whom Herod had had put to death.

And this was an incitement to him to endeavour to seize

the kingdom. So he took to him as an assistant a man
of his own tribe (one who was well acquainted with the

affairs of the palace, but in other respects a bad man, and
one whose nature m.ade him capable of causing great mis-

chief, and who taught this wicked contrivance to the other),

and declared himself to be Alexander the son of Herod, who
had been stolen away by one of those that were sent to slay

him, who slew two others to deceive the spectators, but saved

both him and his brother Aristobulus aUve. Thus was this

man puffed up, and proceeded to impose on aU that saw

liim, and when he landed at Crete, he made all the Jews

that came into his company believe his story. And when
he had got much money, which was presented to him there,

lie crossed over to Melos,^ where he got much more money
than he had before, from the belief the people of Melos had

that he was of the royal family, and from their hopes that

he would recover his father's kingdom, and reward his

benefactors : so he made haste to Eome, and was escorted

there by his private friends. He was also so fortunate,

upon landing at Dicsearchia,^ as to bring the Jews that

were there into the same delusion ; and not only other

' This island, now Milo, is the most westerly of the Cyclades.

" Putcoli, now PozzuoU, near Naples.
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people, but also all those who had been intimate with
Herod, or had good-will to him, joined themselyes to him.
as their king. The reason was that men gladly listened to

his tale, which was confirmed by his appearance, which
made those who had been intimately acquainted with
Alexander believe that he was no other but the very same
person, which they also confirmed to others by oath. And
so, when the report went about him that he was come
to Eome, the whole multitude of the Jews that were there
went out to meet him, ascribing it to divine providence
that he had so unexpectedly escaped, and being very joyful
because of their affection to his mother's family. And
wherever he went, he was carried in a litter through the
streets, and all the ornaments about him were such as kings
wore, and all this was done at the expense of his private
friends. The multitude also flocked about him perpetually,
and made auspicious acclamations to him, and nothing
was omitted which could be thought proper treatment
for such as had been so unexpectedly preserved alive.

§ 2. When news of this was told Augustus he did not
believe it, because Herod was not so easily to be imposed
upon in affairs of great concern to him

; yet, having some
suspicion it might be so, he sent Celadus, one of his freed-
men, who had intimately known the young men, and bade
him bring Alexander into his presence. And he brought
him, being no better in judging about him than the rest
of the multitude. However the young man did not deceive
Augustus, for although there was a resemblance between
him and Alexander, yet was it not so exact as to impose
on such as had good discernment. For this spurious
Alexander had his hands rough from the labour he had
undergone, and instead of that softness of body which the
other had, derived from his delicate and noble bringing up,
this man, for the contrary reason, had a hard body. When^
therefore, Augustus saw how the master and scholar agreed
in this lying story, and in their audacious fiction, he in-
quired about Aristobulus, and asked what had become of
him, who (according to his story) was stolen away also, and
why he had not come with him, and endeavoured to recover
the rights due to his high birth also ? And he said, that
he had been left in the island of Cyprus, for fear of the



CHAP. XIII.J ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 261

dangers of the sea, that, in case anything should happen
to himself, the posterity of Mariamne might not utterly
perish, but that Aristobulus might survive, and punish
those that had plotted against them. And as he perse-

vered in his affirmations, and the author of the impostiire

bore him out, Augustus took the young man aside and said

to him, " If thou wilt not impose upon me, thou shalt have
this for thy reward, that thou shalt escape with thy life

;

tell me, then, who thou art, and who it was that had bold-

ness enough to contrive such a cheat as this ; for this con-

trivance is too great a piece of vOlany to have been under-
taken by one of thy age." And as he had no other course

to take, he told Augustus of the contrivance, and how, and
by whom, it was made up. Then Augustus, observing the

spurious Alexander to be a strong active man, and fit to

work with his hands (for he would not break his promise
to him) put him to row in his gallies, but had him executed

who had induced him to do what he had done. As for the

people of Melos, he thought them sufficiently punished, in

having thrown away so much of their money upon this

spurious Alexander. Such was the ignominious conclu-

sion of this bold contrivance in regard to this spurious

Alexander.

CHAP. XIII.

How Archelaus, upon a second Accusation, was banished to

Vienne.

§ 1-

WHEN Archelaus had taken over his ethnarchy, and
returned to Judsea, he accused Joazar, the son of

Boethus, of having assisted the rebellious, and took away
the high priesthood from him, and put Eleazar his brother

into his place. He also magnificently rebuilt the royal

palace at Jericho, and diverted half the water with which

the village «f Neara ' used to be watered, and drew off that

water into the plain, which he had planted with palm-

' Probably the Naarah or Naarath of Josh. xvi. 7, now K/i. el-

'Aujah, in the Jordan valley.
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trees. He also built a village which he Sailed Archelais ;

^

and he transgressed the law of our fathers ^ by marrying-

Glaphyra, the daughter of Ai'chelaus, who had been the

wife of his brother Alexander, who had three children

by her, though it was a thing detestable among the Jews
to marry their brothers' "\vives. But Eleazar did not con-

tinue long in the high priesthood ; Jesus, the son of Sie,

being put in his room while he was still living.

§ 2. Now in the tenth year of Archelaus' rule, the

principal men of Judaea and Samaria, not being able to

bear his barbarous and tyrannical usage of them, accused

him to Augustus, especially as they knew he had broken
the commands of the Emperor, namely to behave himself

with moderation among them. And Augustus, when he
heard this accusation, was very angry, and called for Arche-
laus' agent, who looked after his affairs at Eome, and whose
name was Archelaus also, and thinking it beneath him to

write to Archelaus, he bade this agent sail away as soon as

possible, and bring him to Eome : and he made haste in his

voyage, and when he reached Judsea, found Archelaus
feasting with his friends ; and he told him what Augustus
had sent him for, and humed him off. And when he
reached Eome, Augustus, upon hearing what his accusers

had to say, and his reply, banished him, and appointed
Vienne,^ a city of G-aul, to be the place of his habitation,

and took his money away from him.

§ 3. Now, before Archelaus had gone up to Eome upon
being summoned by Augustus, he related the following

dream to his friends, that he saw ten ears of corn full

of wheat, perfectly ripe, which ears, as it seemed to

him, were devoured by oxen. And when he woke (for

the vision appeared to be of great importance to him) he
sent for the wise men who understood dreams. And while
some were of one opinion, and some of another, (for all

their interpretations did not agree,) Simon, a man of the

' Tell cl-Ma:dr, in the .Jordan valley.
'' Spanhcim seasonably observes here, that it was forbidden the Jews

to marry their brother's wife, when she had children by her first

husband, and that Zenoras interprets the clause before us accordingly.
_\V.

^ Viennr, on the left bank of the Rhone.



CHAP. XIII.J ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 263

sect of the Essenes, desired leave to speak his mind freely,
and said that the vision denoted a change in the affairs of
Archelaus, and that not for the better ; that oxen, because
that animal takes uneasy pains in its labours, denoted
afflictions, and indeed denoted further a change of affairs,

because the land which was ploughed by oxen could not
remain in its former state : and that the ears of corn being
ten marked the same number of years, because an ear of
com grows in one year ; and that the time of Archelaus'
rule was over. Thus did this man expound the dream.
Now, on the fifth day after this dream came first to Arche-
laus, the other Archelaus, that was sent to Judaea by
Augustus to recall him, arrived also.

§ 4. Something similar befell Glaphyra his wife, who
was the daughter of king Archelaus, and was married, as I
said before, while she was a virgin, to Alexander the son of

Herod, and brother of Archelaus ; but after Alexander was
put to death by his father, she married Juba, the king of

Libya, and when he was dead, and she living in widowhood
in Cappadocia with her father, Archelaus divorced his

former wife Mariamne, and married her, so great was his

affection for this Grlaphyra. And she, during her marriage
to him, had the following dream. She thought she saw
Alexander standing by her, at which she rejoiced, and em-
braced him with great affection, but he complained of her,

and said, " Grlaphyra ! thou provest that saying to be
true, which assures us that women are not to be trusted.

Didst not thou pledge thy faith to me ? and wast not thou
married to me when thou wast a virgin ? and had we not
children ? Yet hast thou forgotten the affection I bore to

thee, in thy desire for a second husband. Nor wast thou

satisfied with that injury thou didst me, but thou hast

been so bold as to procure thee a third husband to lie by
thee, and in an indecent and impudent manner hast entered

into my house, having married Archelaus, thy husband,
and my brother. However, I will not forget thy former

kind affection for me, but will set thee free from all re-

proach, and cause thee to be mine again, as thou once

wast." When she had related this dream to her female

companions, a few days after she departed this life.

§ 5. Now, I do not think these stories unsuitable in my
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present history, because my narrative is now concerning

kings ; and besides I thought them fit to be set down, as

they confirm the immortality of the soul, and the providence

of Grod over human affairs. But if any one does not be-

lieve such relations, let him indeed enjoy his own opinion,

but let him not hinder another, that would thereby en-

courage himself in virtue. However Archelaus' country

was added to the province of Syria ; and Cyrenius, who
had been consul, was sent by Augustus to take a valuation

of property in Syria, and to sell the house of Archelaus.

BOOK XVIII.

CONTAINING THE INTEKVAL OF THIETT-TWO TEARS. FEOM
THE BANISHMENT OF ARCHELAUS, TO THE DEPARTURE
OF THE JEWS FROM BABYLON.

CHAP. I.

How Cyrenius was sent hy Augustus to take a Valuation of

Syria and Judoea ; and how Goponius was sent to be Pro-

curator of Judoea ; also of Judas of Galilee, and the Sects

that were among the Jews.

§ 1-

NOW Cyrenius, a Eoman senator, and one who had gone
through other ofiices, and had passed through all till

he became consul, and one who, on other accounts, was of

great merit, came at this time into Syria with a few others,

being sent by Augustus to be a judge of that nation, and to

take a valuation of their substance. Coponius also, a man
of the equestrian order, was sent with him, to have the

supreme power over the Jews. Cyrenius also came into

Judaea, which was now added to the province of Syria, to

take a valuation of their substance, and to dispose of

Archelaus' money. But the Jews, although at first they

took the report of a taxation very iU, yet left off any
further opposition to it, at the persuasion of Joazar, who
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"was high, priest, and the son of Boethus. For they listened

to Joazar's words, and gave an account of their estates

without any dispute. But one Judas,' a Gaulanite, of a
city whose name was G-amala,^ joining himself to Sadduc
a Pharisee, was eager to draw them to a revolt. Both
said that this taxation was nothing but a direct introduc-

tion of slavery, and exhorted the nation to assert their

liberty, as if they could procure them happiness and secu-

rity for what they possessed, and if they failed in the hap-
piness that would result from this, they would acquire

honour and glory for magnanimity. They also said that

God would not assist them unless they joined with one
another energetically for success, and still further set

about great exploits, and did not grow weary in executing

the same. And the men heard what they said with plea-

sure, and so this bold attempt proceeded to a great height.

All sorts of misfortunes also sprang from these men, and
the nation was infected by them to an incredible degree :

one violent war came upon us after another, and we lost

our friends who used to alleviate our pains ; there were
also very great robberies, and murders of our principal

men, under pretext indeed of the public welfare, but in

reality from the hopes of private gain. Hence arose se-

ditions, and owing to them political murders, which some-

times fell on their own people, (from the madness of these

' Since St. Luke once, Acts v. 37, and Josephus four times, here,

§ 6, and xx. 5, § 2 ; Jewish War, ii. 8, § 1, and 17, § 8, calls this

Judas, who was the pestilent author of that seditious doctrine and tem-

per which brought the Jewish nation to utter destruction, a Galilsean,

but here, § 1, Josephus calls him a Gaulanite, of the city of Gamala,
it is a great question where this Judas was born, whether in Galilee

on the west side, or in Gaulanitis, on the east side of the river Jordan

;

while in the place just now cited out of the Antiquities, xx. 5, § 2

,

he is not only called a Galilaean, but it is added to his story, ' as I

have signified in the books that go before these,' as if he had called

him a GaliliEan in those Antiquities before, as well as in that particular

place, as Dean Aldrich observes, Jewish War, ii. 8, § 1. Nor can one

well imagine why he should here call him a Gaulanite, when in the 6th

sect, following here, as well as twice in Jewish War, he still calls him a

Galilaean. As for the city of Gamala, whence this Judas was derived, it

determines nothing, since there were two of that name, the one in

Gaulanitis, the other in Galilee. See Roland on the city or town of that

name.—W.
^ KuVat el-Husn.
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men towards one another, and their desire that none o£

their rivals should be left.) and sometimes on their

enemies ; a famine also came iipon us, and reduced us to

the last degree of despair, as did also the taking and de-

molishing of cities, nay, faction at last increased so high,

that the very temple of G-od was burnt down by the

enemies' fire. So greatly did the alteration and change
from the customs of our fathers tend to bring all to de-

struction who thus banded together, for Judas and Sadduc,

who introduced a fourth philosophic sect among us, and
had a great many followers therein, filled our state with

tumults at the time, and laid the foundations of future

miseries by their system of philosophy which we were be-

fore unacquainted with, concerning which I shall discourse

a little, and that the rather, because the infection which
spread thence among our younger men, who were zealous

for it, brought our nation to destruction.

§ 2. The Jews had had for a great while three sects of

philosophy peculiar to themselves, the sect of the Essenes,

and the sect of the Sadducees, and the third sort of opinions

was that of those called Pharisees. And although I have
already spoken of these sects in the second book of the

Jewish War, yet will I touch a little upon them also now.

§ 3. As for the Pharisees, they live simply, and despise

delicacies, and follow the guidance of reason, as to what
it prescribes to them as good, and think they ought
earnestly to strive to observe its dictates. They also pay
respect to such as are in years ; nor are they so bold as to

contradict them in anything which they have introduced.

And when they say that all things happen by fate, they do
not take away from men the freedom of acting as they

think fit ; since their notion is, that it has pleased God to

mix up the decrees of fate and man's will, so that man
can act virtuously or viciously. They also believe, that

souls have an immortal power in them, and that there

will be under the earth rewards or punishments, according

as men have Uved virtuously or viciously in this life ; and
the latter souls are to be detained in an everlasting prison,

but the former will have power to live again. On account

of these doctrines they have very great influence with the

people, and whatever they do about divine worship, or
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prayers, or sacrifices, they perform according to their di-

rection. Sucli great testimony do the cities bear them on
account of their constant practice of virtue, both in the
actions of their lives, and in their conversation.

§ 4. But the doctrine of the Sadducees is that souls die

with the bodies ; nor do they pretend to regard anything
but what the law enjoins on them ; for they think it virtue

to dispute with the teachers of the philosophy which they
follow, and their views are received by only a few, but those
are of the highest rank. But they are able to do hardly
anything so to speak, for when they become magistrates, as
they are unwillingly and by force sometimes obliged to do,

they addict themselves to the notions of the Pharisees,

because the people would not otherwise put up with
them.

§ 5. The doctrine of the Essenes is that all things are left

in the hand of God. They teach the immortaUty of souls,

and think that the rewards of righteousness are to be
earnestly striven for. And when they send what they have
dedicated to God to the temple, they do not oifer sacrifices,

because they have more pure lustrations of their own ; on
which account they are excluded from the common court

of the temple, and offer their sacrifices by themselves. But
their course of life is better than that of other men, and
they entirely addict themselves to husbandry. It also de-

serves our admiration, how much they exceed in justice all

other men that addict themselves to virtue, to such a

degree as has never appeared among any other men, either

Greeks or barbarians, and that not for a short time, but

it has endured for a long while among them. This is

shown by that institution of theirs, which will not suffer

anything to hinder them from having all things in common,
so that a rich man enjoys no more of his wealth than he

who has nothing at all. There are more than four thousand

men who live in this way, and they neither marry wives,

nor are desirous to keep slaves, thinking that the latter

tempts men to be unjust, and that the former gives a

handle to domestic quarrels; but as they live by them-

selves, they minister to one another. They also appoint

good priests to receive their revenues, and the fruits of the

ground, so as to get their corn and food. They live all
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alike, and mostly resemble those Dacse wlio are called

Polistae.'

§ 6. But Judas the G-alilsean -was the author of the

fourth sect of Jewish philosophy. Its pupils agree in all

other things with the Pharisaic notions, but they have an
inviolable attachment to liberty, and say that Grod is their

only ruler and lord. They also do not mind dying any
kinds of death, nor indeed do they heed the tortures of

their relations and friends, nor can any such fear make
them call any man lord. And since this immovable reso-

lution of theirs is well known to a great many, I shall

speak no further about that matter ; for I am not afraid

that anything I have said of them should be disbelieved,

but rather fear that what I have said comes short of the

resolution they show when they undergo pain. And it was
in G-essius Floras' time, who was our procurator, that the
nation began to suffer from this madness, for by the abuse
of his authority he made the Jews go wild and revolt from
the Romans. And these are the sects of Jewish philosophy.

CHAP. n.

Hoio Herod and Fhilip built several Cities in Honour of
Ccesar Augustus. Concerning the Succession of Priests

and Procurators ; also concerning Phraates and the

Parthians.

§1-
TTS /"HEN Cyrenius had now disposed of Archelaus'
» • money, and when the taxings were come to a con-

clusion, which were made in the thirty-seventh year after
Augustus' victory over Antony off Actium," he deprived
Joazar of the high priesthood, which dignity had been con-
ferred on him by the multitude, and appointed Ananus,
the son of Seth, to be high priest. Now Herod and Philip
had each of them received their own tetrarchy, and settled

' Founders of cities, that is. Possibly communists might be the best
rendering. But the matter is very obscure.

'' At the entnince of the Gulf of Aria.



CHAP. II.

J

ANTIQUITIES OP THE JEWS. 269

affairs therein. Herod also fortified Sepptoris,^ (which is

the ornament of all G-alilee,) and dedicated it to the em-
peror. He also biiiit a wall round Betharamptha,^ which
was itself a city also, and called it Julias, from the name of

the emperor's wife.' Philip also built PaneaSj^a city at the
springs of the Jordan, and called it Csesarea. He also

advanced the village Bethsaida,' situate near the lake of

Gennesar, to the dignity of a city, both from the number
of inhabitants it contained, and its opulence in other

respects, and called it by the name of Julias, from the
name of the emperor's daughter."

§ 2. As Coponius, who I said was sent out with Cyre-

nius, was administrating Judaea, the following event

happened. When the Jews celebrate the feast of Un-
leavened Bread, which we caU the Passover, it is custo-

mary for the priests to open the temple gates just after

midnight. When, therefore, these gates were first opened
at this Passover, some of the Samaritans who had come
privately to Jerusalem threw about dead men's bones in

the porticoes ; so the Jews afterwards excluded them all

from the temple, which they had not used to do at such

festivals ; and on other accounts also watched the temple

more carefully than they had formerly done. Soon after

this event Coponius returned to Eome, and Marcus Am-
bivius came to be his successor in the government ; under

whom Salome, the sister of king Herod, died, and left to

Julia Jamnia ^ and all its toparchy, and Phasaelis in the

plain, and Archelais,' where is a great plantation of palm-

trees, whose fruit is most excellent. His successor was

Annius Eufus, during whose term of office died Augustus,

the second emperor of the Romans, the duration of whose

reign was fifty-seven years six months and two days, (of

which time Antony ruled with him fourteen years,) and the

duration of his life was seventy-seven years ; and on his

1 Sefurieh.
2 The Beth-Haram of Josh. xiii. 27 ; afterwards called Livias ; it is

now Tell Rdmeh, east of Jordan, and near the mouth of Wddy He^bdn.
3 Julia. * Cjesarea Philippi, now Bdjiids.

" Possibly ei- Tell, on the left bank of the Jordan, near the Sea of

Galilee.
' Julia. ' Yebnah. ' See Antiq. xvii. 13, § 1.
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death Tiberius Nero, his wife Julia's son, succeeded. He was

now the third emperor, and he sent Valerius G-ratus as pro-

curator of Judsea, to succeed Annius Eufus. He deprived

Ananus of the high priesthood, and appointed Ishmael, the

son of Phabi, to be high priest. He also deprived him in

a little time, and appointed Eleazar, the son of Ananus
(who had been high priest before) to be high priest ; which

office, when he had held it for a year, Gratus deprived him
of, and gave the high priesthood to Simon, the son of

Camithus, and, when he had held that dignity only a

year, Joseph, also called Caiaphas, was made his successor.

When G-ratus had done all these things, he returned to

Home, after he had stayed in Judsea eleven years, and
Pontius Pilate came as his successor.

§ 3. And Herod the tetrarch, who was in great favour

with Tiberius, built a city of the same name as him, and

called it Tiberias.^ He built it in the best part of Galilee

near the lake of Gennesar. There are warm baths at

no great distance from it, in a village called Emmaus.'^

Strangers came and inhabited this city, a great number of

the inhabitants were Gahlseans also ; and many were made
to go there from the country belonging to Herod, and
were by force compelled to be its inhabitants, some of these

being persons of condition. Herod also admitted poor

people, gathered from all parts, to dwell in it. Nay, some
of them were not quite freemen, and these he was a great

benefactor to, and made them free in great numbers ; but

obliged them not to forsake the city, by building them
very good houses at his own expense, and by giving them
land also ; for he knew that to colonize this place was to

transgress the ancient Jewish laws, because many sepulchres

there had to be taken away to make room for this city of

Tiberias, and our laws pronounce that such inhabitants are

unclean for seven days.-*

§ 4. About this time died Phraates, king of the Parthians,

by the treachery of Phraataces his son, for the following

reason. Though Phraates had legitimate sons of his own,

he had an amour with an Italian maid (whose name was

' Tubarlya.
^ The Hammath of Josh, six, 35. Now Hummdm Tubarlya.
•• Numb. xix. 11-14,—W.
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Tliermusa , who had been formerly sent to him among other

presents by Julius Csesar), and being a great admirer of her
beauty, and in process of time having a son by her, whose
name was Phraataces, he eventually made her his legitimate

wife, and held her in great honour. Now, though she was
able to persuade him to do any thing that she said, and
strove to procure the throne of Parthia for her son, she

saw that her endeavours would not succeed, unless she

could contrive to remove Phraates' legitimate sons. So
she urged him to send those sons of his as pledges of his

fideUty to Eome ; and they were sent to Eome accordingly,

because it was not easy for him to contradict her com-
mands. Now, as Phraataceswas alone brought up to succeed

to the throne, he thought it very tiresome and tedious to wait

for that throne by his father's donation as his successor; he
therefore formed a treacherous design against his father,

by his mother's assistance, with whom (so the report went),

he had also criminal relations. And he was hated for both

these things, as his subjects esteemed this incestuous love

of his mother to be as bad as his parricide ; and he was

expelled out of the country by them, in an insurrection,

before he grew too great, and so died. But, as the noblest

of the Parthians agreed that it was impossible they could be

governed without a king, while it was also their constant

practice to choose one of the descendants of Arsaces (nor

did their law allow of any others, and they thought the

kingdom had been sufficiently injured already by the mar-

riage with an Italian concubine, and by her issue,) they sent

ambassadors and invited Orodes [to take the crown ;] for

though the multitude did not like him, and though he was

accused of very great cruelty, and was of an intractable

temper, and prone to wrath, yet he was one of the descen-

dants of Arsaces. However, a conspiracy was made
against him, and he was slain, as some say, at a festival

and at table (for it is the universal custom there to carry

swords) ; but the more general report is that he was slain

when he was induced to go a-hunting. They then sent

ambassadors to Eome, and asked for one of those that

were pledges there to be their king. And Vonones was
preferred before the rest, and sent to them, for he seemed

capable of such great fortune, which two of the greatest
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kingdoms under the sun now offered him, his own and a
foreign one. However, the barbarians soon changed their

minds, being naturally of a fickle disposition, and supposing
that he was not worthy to be their king (for they could not
think of obeying the commands of one that had been a slave,

for so they called those that had been hostages, nor could
they bear the ignominy of that name) ; and this was the

ra.ore intolerable, because the Parthian s were now to have
a king set over them, not by right of war, but by inso-

lence in time of peace. So they forthwith invited Arta-
banus, king of Media, to be their king, who was one of the-

descendants of Arsaces. Artabanus complied with the
oifer that was made him, and came to them with an army.
And Vonones met him, and at first the multitude of the
Parthians stood on his side, and he put his army in battle

array, and Artabanus was beaten, and fled to the moun-
tains of Media ; but a Uttle while after he gathered a.

great army together, and fought again with Vonones, and
beat him ; whereupon Vonones fled away on horseback,

with a few of his attendants about him, to Seleucia.^ And
when Artabanus had slain a great number in the rout from
the very great dismay the barbarians were in, he betook
himself to Ctesiphon ^ with a great number of his people.

And so he now reigned over the Parthians. But Vonones fled

away to Armenia, and as soon as he got there, he desired to

have the government of that country given him, and sent

ambassadors to Rome about it. But as Tiberius refused

it him, partly because he wanted courage, partly because
of the Parthian king's threats (who sent ambassadors to

threaten war), and as he had no other way to get the
kingdom (for the people of authority among the Armenians
near Niphates' joined themselves to Artabanus), he de-
livered himself up to Silanus, the president of Syria, who,
out of regard to his education at Rome, kept him in Syria,

^ Near the junction with the Ti<;;ris of the great dyke which crossed
Mesopotamia from the Euphrates to the Tigris, and was called the
' Koyal River.'

^ On the left bank of the Tigris, in the south part of Assyria. The
ruins are opposite those of Seleucia, about sixteen miles below Baghdad.

' The mountain country east of Commagene, near the present Persian

frontier.
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and Artabanus gave Armeiiia to Orodes, one of his own
sons.

§ 5. At this time died Antiochus, the king of Commagene,'
whereupon the people disputed with the aristocracy, and
both sent ambassadors to Rome, for the men in power were
desirous that their form of government might be changed
into that of a Eroman province ; but the people desired to

be under kings, as their fathers had been. And the senate

made a decree, that G-ermanicus should be sent out to settle

affairs in the East, fortune hereby taking opportunity to

deprive him of his life. For when he had gone to the East,

and settled all affairs there, he was taken off by poison by
Piso, as has been related elsewhere.

CHAP. m.

Insurrection of the Jews against Pontius Pilate. Con-

cerning Christ, and what befell Paulina and the Jews at

Rome.
§1-

NOW Pilate, the procurator of Judsea, removed the army
from Caesarea, and put it in winter quarters at Jeru-

salem, in order to abolish the Jewish laws. And he thought

of introducing into the city the Emperor's busts, which were

upon the standards, whereas our law forbids us the very

making of images ; on which account former procurators

were wont to make their entry into the city with such

standards as had not such ornaments. Pilate was the first

who brought those images to Jerusalem, and set them up
there; which was done without the knowledge of the

people, because it was done in the night-time. But as

soon as they knew it, they flocked in great numbers to

Caesarea, and besought Pilate many days that he would

remove the images. And when he would not grant their

request, because it would seem an insult to the Emperor,

as they persevered in their request, he ordered his soldiers

on the sixth day to take their weapons privately, and

' Between Cilicia and the Euphrates ; its capital was Samosata, now

Samsdt.

III. T
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himself came and sat upon his judgment-seat, which was

so prepared in the open part of the city, that it concealed

the army that lay in ambush. And when the Jews pe-

titioned him again, he gave a signal to the soldiers to

surround them, and threatened that their punishment

should be no less than speedy death, unless they left ofE

disturbing him, and went their ways home. But they

threw themselves upon the ground, and bared their necks,

and said they would welcome death rather than that the

wisdom of their laws should be transgressed. Thereupon

Pilate was astonished at their determination to keep their

laws inviolable, and instantly commanded the images to

be carried back from Jerusalem to Csesarea.

§ 2. Pilate also introduced water into Jerusalem, paying

for the work with the sacred money, and brought the

water a distance of two hundred furlongs. However, the

Jews were not pleased with what was done about this

water ; and many myriads of the people assembled to-

gether and made a clamour against him, and insisted that

he should abandon his intention. Some of them also used

reproaches, and abused Pilate, as crowds love to do. So

he dressed a great number of his soldiers in the Jewish

dress, who carried daggers under their garments, and sent

them to a place where they might surround the Jews, and
then himself bade the Jews go away. But as they began
to abuse him, he gave the soldiers the signal which had
been agreed on beforehand, and they laid about them with

much greater vigour than Pilate had commanded, and
equally punished those that were riotous, and those that

were not. But the Jews abated not a whit their obstinacy,

and as they were unarmed, and roughly handled by men
provided with weapons, a great number of them were slain

by this means, and others of them ran away wounded.
Thus an end was j^ut to this insurrection.

§ 3. Now about this time lived Jesus, a wise man, if in-

deed it be lawful to call him a man. For he was a doer of

wonderful works, a teacher of men who receive the truth

with pleasure ; and drew over to him many of the Jews,

and many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ. And when
Pilate, at the information of the leading men among us,

had condemned him to the cross, those who had loved him
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at first did not cease to do so. For he appeared to them
alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had fore-

told this and ten thousand other wonderful things con-

cerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from
him, are not extinct at this day.

§ 4. About the same time, also, another sad calamity
troubled the Jews, and certain shameful practices took place

in the temple of Isis that was at Rome. I shall first re-

late the wickedness done in the temple of Isis, and will

then give an account of what befell the Jews. There was
at Eome a woman whose name was Paulina, who, on
accoimt of the rank of her ancestors, and because of the

regular conduct of a virtuous life, had a great reputation
;

she was also very rich, and although she was of a beautiful

•countenance, and in that flower of her age wherein women
are the most gay, she led a life of great modesty. She
was married to Saturninus, who well assorted in every

way to her from his excellent character. Decius Mundus,
a man very high in the equestrian order, fell in love with

Paulina, and as she was of too great rank to be caught

by presents, and had already rejected them, though they

had been sent her in great abundance, he was still more
inflamed with love for her, insomuch that he promised to

give her two hundred thousand Attic drachmae for one
enjoyment of her. And as not even this would prevail

npon her, and he was not able to bear this ill success in

his amours, he thought it the best way to starve himself

to death, on account of his trouble at Paulina's refusal.

And he determined to die in this manner, and went on

with his purpose accordingly. Now, Mundus had a freed-

woman, who had been made free by his father, whose name
was Ide, a woman up to all sorts of mischief. She was

very much grieved at the young man's resolution to kill

liimself (for he did not conceal his intention to destroy

himself), and went to him, and encouraged him by her

words, and made him hope that he might yet enjoy

PauKna. And when he joyfuUy listened to her entreaty,

she said she wanted no more than fifty thousand drachmae

to entrap Pauliaa. Now when she had encouraged in this

wav the voung man, and got as much money as she asked

for^ she did not take the same methods as had been taken
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before, because she perceived that the lady was by no
means to be tempted by money; but knowing that she was
very much given to the worship of the goddess Isis, she
devised the following stratagem. She went to some of Isis'

priests, and told them the passion of the young man, and
with the strongest promises of concealment urged them
by words, but chiefly by the offer of money, twenty-five
thousand drachmse in hand, and as much more when the

thing had been done, to use all possible means to seduce

the woman. And they were induced to promise to do so

by the large sum of gold they were to have. So the
oldest of them went immediately to Paulina, and upon
his being admitted desired to speak with her by herself.

When that was granted him, he told her that he was sent

by the god Anubis, who had fallen in love with her, and
bade her visit him. And she took the message very
kindly, and boasted to her lady friends of this condescension

of Anubis, and told her husband, that she had a message
sent her, and was to sup and sleep with Anubis. And he
agreed to her acceptance of the offer, being fully satisfied

of the chastity of his wife. Accordingly, she went to the
temple, and after she had supped there, and it was the
hour to go to sleep, the priest shut the doors of the temple,
when the lights were also put out in the inner sanctuary.
Then did Mundus leap out, (for he was hidden there,)

and did not fail to enjoy her, and she was at his service all

the night long, supposing he was the god ; and when he had
gone away, which was before the priests who knew not of
this stratagem were stirring, Paulina went home early in the
morning to her husband, and told him how the god Anubis
had appeared to her, and also boasted about the matter to
her lady friends. And they partly disbelieved the thing
when they reflected on its nature, and partly were amazed
at it, but had no pretext for not believing it, when they
considered her modesty and merit. But on the third day
after what had been done, Mundus met Paulina, and said,
" Truly, Paulina, thou hast saved me two hundred thousand
drachmae, which sum thou mightest have given thine
own family

;
yet hast thou not failed to be at my service

in what I asked of thee. As for the reproaches thou hast
heaped upon Mundus, I care not about names ; but I rejoice
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in the pleasure I reaped by what I did, when I took to

myself the name of Anubis." When he had said this, he
went his way, but she rent her garments, now first know-
ing what she had done, and told her husband of this

wicked and black contrivance, and prayed him not to

neglect to assist her. And he discovered the matter to the

emperor ; whereupon Tiberius inquired into it thoroughly,

exa.mining the priests about it, and ordering them to be
crucified, as well as Ida, who was the cause of their ruin,

and had contrived the whole matter, which was so injurious

to Paulina. He also demolished the temple of Isis, and
gave orders that her statue should be thrown into the

river Tiber. But he only banished Mimdus, and did no
more to him, because he supposed that the crime he had
committed was done from the violence of his love. These
were the circumstances as to the temple of Isis, and the

outrage done by her priests. I now return to the relation

of what happened about this time to the Jews at Rome, as

I said before I should.

§ 5. There was a man who was a Jew, but had been

driven away from his own country by an accusation of

transgressing the laws, and by the fear he was in of punish-

ment for the same, but he was in all respects a wicked

man. He, then living at Eome, professed to instruct men
in the wisdom of the laws of Moses, and also got three

other men, entirely of the same character as him-

self, to be his partners. These men persuaded Fulvia, a

woman of great rank, who had become a disciple of theirs,

and embraced the Jewish religion, to send purple and gold to

the temple at Jerusalem, and, when they had got these,

they employed them to their own use, and spent the money
themselves, which was the very reason why they had first

asked it of her. Whereupon Tiberius (who had been in-

formed of the thing by his friend Saturninus, the husband

of Fulvia, who desired inquiry might be made about it)

ordered all the Jews to be banished from Eome. And
the consuls enlisted four thousand of them, and sent them

to the island of Sardinia ;
' but punished very many, who

were unwilling to become soldiers, because of their respect

' Of the banishment of these 4,000 Jews into Sardinia by Tiberius,

see Suetonius, Tiber. § 36.—W.
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for the laws of their forefathers. Thus -were these Jews
banished from Home owing to the wickedness of four
men.

CHAP. IV.

Mow the Samaritans made n Tumult, and how Pilate slew
many of them : also how Pilate was accused, and what was:

done by Vitellius as regarded the Jews and the Parthians.

§ 1-.

BUT the nation of the Samaritans did not escape without.

tumult. The man who excited them to it was one
who thought lying a thing of little consequence, and who
contrived everything to please the multitude. So he
hade them assemble together upon Mount Gerizim, which
is by them looked upon as the most holy of all moun-
tains, and assured them, that when they came there, he
would show them the sacred vessels that were buried there,

because Moses had them put there. And they went there
armed, and thought the statement of the man probable

;

and as they encamped at a certain village, which was called

Tirathana,' they got together as many as they could, de-
siring to go up the mountain en masse. But Pilate pre-
vented them by occupying the ascent with a band of horse
and foot, who attacked those who were concentrated in the
village ; and when it came to an action, they slew some,
and put others to flight, and took a great many alive,

the leaders of whom, and also the most influential of those
that fled away, Pilate ordered to be put to death.

§ 2. But when this tumult was appeased, the Samaritan
senate sent an embassy to Vitellius, a man that had been,
consul, and was now president of Syria, and accused Pilate
of the murder of those that had been killed, for they said
they had gone to Tirathana not to revolt from the Eomans,
but to escape the violence of Pilate. And Vitellius sent
Marcellus, a friend of his, to see to the affairs of Judsea,
and ordered Pilate to go to Eome, to answer the accusa-

' Not identified.
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tions of the Jews before the emperor. And Pilate, who
had spent ten years in Judsea, hasted to Rome in obedience
to the orders of ViteUius, which he durst not contradict.
But before he got to Rome, Tiberius was dead.

§ 3. But Vitellius came into Judaea, and went up to
Jerusalem ; it was at the time of that festival which is called
the Passover. And as he was magnificently received there,

Vitellius released the inhabitants of Jerusalem from all

the taxes upon the fruits that were bought and sold, and
allowed the high priest's vestments, with all their orna-
ments, to be under the charge of the priests in the temple,

as they had been in old times, although at this time they
were laid up in the fortress called Ajitonia,' and that for the
following reason. One of the high priests called Hyrcanus,
the first of many of that name, built a tower near the
temple, and when he had so done, he generally dwelt in it,

and kept these vestments (which were in his charge) there,

because it was lawful for him alone to put them on, and he
deposited them there when he went down into the city, and
took his ordinary garments ; and the same practice was con-

tinued by his sons, and by their sons after them. But when
Herod came to be king, he rebuilt this tower, which was
very conveniently situated, in a magnificent manner ; and
because he was a friend of Antony, he called it by the name
of Antonia. And as he found these vestments lying there,

he retained them in the same place, believing that the people

would not rise against him because he had them in his

custody. The same as Herod did was done by his son

Archelaus, who was appointed king after him ; after

whom the Romans, when they took over the government,

took possession of these vestments of the high priest, and
had them deposited in a stone chamber, under seal of the

priests and keepers of the treasury, the commandant of the

fortress lighting a lamp there every day. And seven days

before a festival they were delivered to them by the com-

mandant of the fortress, when the high priest having

purified them, and used them, laid them up again in the

same chamber where they had been laid up before the very

day after the feast was over. This was the practice at the

' On tlie north side of the Temple,
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three yearly festivals, and on the fast day.^ But Vitellius

put these vestments into our own power, as in the days of

our forefathers, and ordered the commandant of the

fortress not to trouble himself to inquire where they were

laid, or when they were to be used ; and this he did as an

act of kindness, to oblige the nation to him. He also de-

prived Joseph, who was also called Caiaphas, of the high

priesthood, and appointed Jonathan (the son of Ananus,

the former high priest,) to succeed him. After this he

returned to Antioch.

§ 4. And Tiberius sent a letter to Vitellius, and com-
manded him to negotiate a friendship with Artabanus,

the king of Parthia ; for he was his enemy, and terrified

him, as he had seized Armenia, lest he should proceed

further, and Tiberius said he should only trust him
upon Artabanus giving him hostages, and especially his

son. Upon Tiberius' writing thus to Vitellius, by the offer

of great presents of money, he persuaded both the king of

Iberia,'' and the king of Albania,^ to make no delay, but to

fight against Artabanus ; and although they would not

do so themselves, yet they gave the Scythians a passage
through their country, and opened the Caspian gates * to

them, and brought them upon Artabanus. So Armenia
was again taken from the Parthians, and the country of

Parthia was filled with war, and their leading men were
slain, and all things were in disorder among them : the

king's son also himself fell in these wars, together with
many ten thousands of his army. Vitellius had also sent

such great sums of money to the kinsmen and friends of his

father Artabanus, that he had almost got him slain by
those who had taken the bribes. And when Artabanus

^ This mention of tho high priest's sacred garments received seven
days before a festival, and purified in those days against a festival, as

having been polluted by being in the custody of heathens, in Josephus,
agrees well with the traditions of the Talmudists, as Reland here
observes. Nor is there any question but the three feasts here mentioned
were the Passover, Pentecost, and Feast of Tabernacles ; and the Fast,

so called by way of distinction, as Acts xxvii. 9, was the great day of
expiation.—W.

^ Iberia corresponds very nearly with the modern Georgia.
' On the S.W. shore of the Caspian, and embracing a portion of the

Caucasus.
* The Pass of Berbend:
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perceived that tte plot laid against him was not to be
avoided, because it was laid by many persons and by the
leading men, so that it would certainly take effect, and
compared the number of those who were truly faithful

to him with those that were already corrupted, and deceit-

ful in the kindness they professed to him, and were
likely, if any attempt were made upon him, to go over
to his enemies, he made his escape to the upper satrapies.

And he afterwards raised a great army out of the Dahse
and Sacae, and fought with his enemies, and recovered his

throne.

§ 5. When Tiberius heard of these things, he desired to

have friendship negotiated between himself and Artabanus.
And when, upon this invitation, Artabanus received the

proposal kindly, he and VitelUus met at the Euphrates, and
as a bridge was laid over the river, they each of them,
attended by their guards, had an interview with one another
in the middle of the bridge. And when they had agreed
upon the terms of peace, Herod the tetrarch erected a rich

tent in the middle of the passage, and feasted them there.

Artabanus also, not long afterwards, sent his son Darius to

Tiberius as a hostage, with many presents, among which
was a man seven cubits in height, a Jew by race, whose
name was Eleazar, and who for his height was called

Giant. After this Vitellius went to Antioch, and Artabanus
to Babylonia. And Herod, wishing to give Tiberius the

first information that they had obtained hostages, sent

letter-carriers, and accurately described all the particulars,

and left nothing for the consular Vitellius to inform him
of. So when Vitellius' letters were sent, and Tiberius let

him know that he was acquainted with the affair already,

because Herod had given him an account of them before,

ViteUius was very much vexed at it ; and supposing that

he had been thereby more injured than was really the case,

he nourished a secret anger for it, tUl he could be revenged

on Herod, which was after Caius had succeeded to the

empire.

§ 6. About this time Philip, Herod's brother, departed

this life, in the twentieth year of the reign of Tiberius,'

' This calculation is exactly right : for since Herod died about Sep-
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after he had been tetrarch of Trachonitis, and G-aulanitis,

and Batansea also, thirty-seven years. He had shown him-
self a person of moderation and quietness in his rule. He
always lived in the country which was subject to him, and
used to make his progresses with a few chosen friends ; his

tribunal also, on which he sat in judgment, followed him
in his progresses, and when any one met him who wanted
his assistance, he made no delay, but had his tribunal set

down immediately, wherever he happened to be, and sat

down upon it, and heard the case ; and ordered the guilty

that were convicted to be punished, and absolved those that

were accused unjustly. He died at Julias,' and when he
was carried to the tomb which he had already had erected

for himself beforehand, he was buried with great pomp.
Tiberius took his dominions, for he left no sons behind
him, and added them to the province of Syria, but gave
orders that the tribute collected in his tetrarchy should be
kept in it.

CHAP. V.

Herod the Tetrarch makes War v:ith Aretas, the King of
Arabia, and is beaten by him ; also concerning the Death
of John the Baptist ; and hoiv Vitellius went up to Jeru-

salem ; together ivith some Account of Agrippa, and of the

Posterity of Herod the Great.

§1-

ABOUT this time Aretas, the king of Arabia Petrsea, and
Herod, had a quarrel on the following account. Herod

the tetrarch had married the daughter of Aretas, and had
lived with her a long time. But on his journey to Rome,
he lodged with Herod, who was his brother indeed, but

tember, in the fourth year before the Christian era, and Tiberius began,
it is well known, August 19, a.d. 14, it is evident that the thirty-seventh

year of Philip, reckoned from his father's death, was the twentieth of
Tiberius, or near the end of a.d. 33 (the very year of our Saviours
death also), or, however, in the beginning of the next year, a.d. 34.

This PhiKp seems to have been the best of all the posterity of Herod,
for his love of peace and love of justice.—W.

' Bethsaida. Julias. See p. 269, note 5.
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not by the same mother ; for this Herod ' was the son of
the high priest Simon's daughter. And he fell in love with
Herodias, this last Herod's wife, (who was the daughter of
Aristobulus their brother, and the sister of Agrippa the
Great,) and ventured to talk to her of marriage. And as
she agreed to his proposal, it was arranged that she should
change her habitation, and come to him as soon as he
should return from Rome : it was also stipulated that he
should divorce Aretas' daughter. When he had made this
agreement, he sailed to Rome; and when he had done
there the business he went about, and returned home
again, his wife having heard of the agreement he had
made with Herodias, and having learned of it before her
husband was aware of her knowledge of his whole design,
she desired him to send her to Machaerus,^ a fortress on
the borders of the dominions of Aretas and Herod, with-
out informing him of any of her intentions. Accordingly
Herod sent her there, not thinking his ivife had any
inkling of his arrangement with Herodias. Now she had
sent various things a good while before to Machaerus,
which was at that time subject to her father, and so all

necessary preparations for her journey were made by the
general of Aretas' army ; and so she soon started and
reached Arabia, passed on by one general to another, and
soon got to her father, and told him of Herod's intentions.

And Aretas made this a casus belli, having previously had
some difference with Herod about their frontiers in the
district of G-amalitis.^ So they raised armies on both
sides, and prepared for war, and sent their generals to

fight instead of themselves ; and, when they joined battle,

all Herod's army was destroyed by the treason of some
fugitives, who, as they were of the tetrarchy of Philip,

served under Herod. And Herod wrote about this to 'H-

berius, who, being very angry at the aggression of Aretas,

wrote to Vitellius to make war upon him, and either to

^ This Herod seems to have had the additional name of Philip, as

Antipas was called Herod Antipas, and as Antipas and Antipater seem

to be in a manner the very same name, yet were the names of two sons

of Herod the Great ; so might Philip the tctrarch and this Herod Philip

be two different sons of the same father.—W.
" Mekaitr, east of the Dead Sea.
• The district of Gamala, now KiiTat el-Husn.
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take Mm alive, and bring him to him in bonds, or to kill

him, and send him his head. This was the charge that

Tiberius gave the president of Syria.

§ 2. Now some of the Jews thought that the destruction

of Herod's army came from Grod, and that very justly, as

a punishment for what he did against John, who was called

the Baptist. For Herod had had him put to death, though
he was a good man, and commanded the Jews to exercise

virtue, both as to justice towards one another, and piety to-

wards God, and so to come to baptism ; for baptism would
be acceptable to Grod, if they made use of it, not in order to

expiate some sins, but for the purification of the body, pro-

vided that the soul was thoroughly purified beforehand by
righteousness. Now, as many flocked to him, for they
were greatly moved by hearing his words, Herod, fearing

that the great influence John had over the people might
lead to some rebellion, (for the people seemed likely to do
any thing he should advise,) thought it far best, by put-

ting him to death, to prevent any mischief he might cause,

and not bring himself into difficulties, by sparing a man
who might make him repent of his leniency when it should
be too late. Accordingly, he was sent a prisoner, in con-

sequence of Herod's suspicious temper, to Machserus, the
fortress I before mentioned, and was there put to death.

So the Jews had an opinion that the destruction of this

army was sent as a punishment upon Herod, and was a
mark of Grod's displeasure at him.

§ 3. Now Vitellius prepared to make war upon Aretas,

having with him two legions of armed men : he also took
with him all the light-armed troops and cavalry with
them, which were drawn from those kingdoms which were
under the Eomans, and pushed on for Petra,' and arrived
at Ptolemais. And when he was going to lead his army
through Judsea, the principal men met him, and desired
that he would not march through their land ; for the laws
of their country would not permit them to overlook images
being brought into it, of which there were a great many
on their standards. And he listened to what they said,

and changed the resolution which he had before taken in

' The present Petra, east of the 'Arabah.
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the matter, and ordered the army to march along the
great plain, while he himself with Herod the tetrarch and
his friends went up to Jerusalem to offer sacrifice to God,
as an ancient festival of the Jews was then at hand.
And when he arrived there, and was honourably received
by the people of the Jews, he stayed there for three days,
during which time he deprived Jonathan of the high
priesthood, and gave it to his brother Theophilus ; but
on the fourth day, when letters came to him informing
him of the death of Tiberius, he obliged the people to take
an oath of fidelity to Caius ; he also recalled his army, and
made them every one go home to their winter quarters,

because, as the empire had devolved upon Caius, he had
not the same authority for making this war as he had
before. It was also reported, that when Aretas heard of

the coming of Vitellius to fight him, he said, upon his

consulting the auguries, that it was impossible that this

army of ViteUius' should enter Petra ; for one of the
rulers would die, either he that gave orders for the war,

or he that was marching at the other's desire to carry out
his wiU, or else he against whom this army was prepared.

And Vitellius retired to Antioch. Now Agrippa, the son of

Aristobulus, had gone to Rome a year before the death of

Tiberius, in order to treat of some affairs with the

emperor, if he might be permitted to do so. I have now
a mind to describe at some length Herod and his family,

and how it fared with them, partly because it concerns

this history to speak of the matter, and partly because

Herod's family history is a signal proof that a great num-
ber of children is of no advantage, any more than any

other strength that mankind set their hearts upon, apart

from piety towards God : for it happened, within a hun-

dred years, that the posterity of Herod, who were very

numerous, with but few exceptions completely died out.'

One may weU apply this for the instruction of mankind, to

' Whether this sudden extinction of almost the entire lineage of

Herod the Great, which was very numerous, as we are both here and in

the next section informed, was not in part as a punishment for the gross

incests they were frequently guilty of, in marrying their own nephews

and nieces, well deserves to be considered. See Levit. xviii. 6, 7; xxi.

10.—W.
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learn thence how unhappy they were ; it will also be well

to relate the history of Agrippa, who, as he was a person

most worthy of admiration, so was he from a private man,
beyond the expectation of all that knew him, advanced to

great power and authority. I have said something of

them formerly, but I shall now speak more in detail.

§ 4. Herod the Great had two daughters by Mariamne,
the daughter of Hyrcanus ; one was Salampsio, who mar-

ried Phasaelus her cousin, who was himself the son of

Herod's brother Phasaelus, her father making the match
;

the other was Cypros, who herself married her cousin

Antipater, the son of Herod's sister Salome. Phasaelus

had three sons by Salampsio, Antipater, Herod, and
Alexander, and two daughters, Alexandra and Cypros.

Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, married, this Cypros, and
Timius of Cyprus married Alexandra ; he was a man of

note, but had by her no children. Agrippa had by Cypros
two sons and three daughters ; the daughters were called

Berenice, Mariamne, and Drusilla ; and the names of the

sons were Agri2)i)a and Drusus, of whom Drusus died

before he came to the years of puberty. And their father,

Agrippa, was brought up with his other brothers Herod
and Aristobulus, who were also the sons of Aristohulus the

son of Herod the Great by Berenice ; this Berenice was
the daughter of Costobarus and of Herod's sister Salome.
Aristobulus left these infants, when he and his brother
Alexander were put to death by their father, as I have already

related. But when they arrived at years of puberty, this

Herod, the brother of Agripp)a, married Mariamne, the

daughter of Olympias (who was the daughter of Herod the

king), and of Joseph (the son of Joseph, who was brother
to Herod the king), and had by her a son, Aristobulus.

And Aristobulus, the thu-d brother of Agrippa, married
Jotape, the daughter of Sampsigeramus, king of Emesa ;

^

they had a daughter who was deaf, whose name also was
Jotape. These so far are the children of the male line.

And Herodias, their sister, was married to Herod [Philip],

the son of Herod the Great by Mariamne the daughter
of Simeon the high priest, and they had a daughter

^ Now Horns,
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Salome ; after lier birth He. s took upon her to con-

found the laws of our count*/, and divorced herself

from her husband while he was alive, and married
Herod [Antipas], (her husband's brother on the father's

side,) who was tetrarch of Galilee. And her daughter
Salome married Philip (the son of Herod), tetrarch of

Trachonitis. And, as he died childless, Aristobulus (the

son of Herod, the brother of Agrippa) married her ; they
had three sons, Herod, Agrippa, and Aristobulus. This

was the posterity of Phasaelus'.and Salampsio. And the

daughter of Antipater by Cypros was Cypros, who maiTied
Alexas Helcias, the son of Alexas, and they had a daughter

Cypros ; but Herod and Alexander, who, as I said, were the

brothers of Antipater, died childless. As to Alexander, the

son of Herod the king, who was put to death by his father, he

had two sons, Alexander and Tigranes, by tlie daughter of

Archelaus the king of Cai^padocia ;
Tigranes, who was king

of Armenia, was accused at Eome, and died childless

;

but Alexander had a son of the same name as his brother

Tigranes, who was sent out as king of Armenia by Nero
;

and he had a son, Alexander, who married Jotape, the

daughter of Antiochus, the king of Commageue ;^ Vespa-

sian made him king of an island' in Cilicia. But these

descendants of Alexander, soon after their birth, deserted

the Jewish religion, and went over to that of the Greeks.

And the rest of the daughters of Herod the king all died

childless. And as the descendants of Herod, whom I have

enumerated, were in existence when Agrippa the Great got

the kingdom, and I have now given an account of their

pedigree, it now remains that I relate the various vicissi-

tudes that befell Agrippa, and how he lived through

them, and was advanced to the greatest height of dignity

And power.

' See Antiq. xviii. 2, § 5.

" Probably the island of Eloeusa, near the river Lamas.
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CHAP. VI.

How Agrippa sailed for Borne to Tiberius ; and how, upon
his being accused by his own freedrMin, he was put in

prison ; and how he was set at liberty by Caius, after

Tiberius' death, and was made King of the Tetrarchy of
Philip.

§1-

A LITTLE before tlie death of Herod the king, Agrippa,

living at Eome, and being brought up with and very

intimate with Drusus, the emperor Tiberius' son, also con-

tracted a friendship with Antonia (the wife of the elder

Drusus), who held his mother Berenice in great esteem,

and was very desirous of advancing her son. Now though
Agrippa was by nature magnanimous and very generous in

respect to giving, he did not manifest this inclination of

his mind while his mother was aUve, thinking it best to

avoid her anger for such extravagance ; but when Berenice

was dead, and he was his own master, he spent a great

deal extravagantly in his daily course of living, and a great

deal in the immoderate presents he made, and those chiefly

to the emperor's freedmen, hoping for their support, so that
in a little time he was reduced to poverty, and could not live

at Rome any longer. Tiberius also forbade the friends of
his deceased son to come into his sight, because on seeing

them he should be put in mind of his son, and his grief

would be thereby revived.

§ 2. For these reasons he went away from Eome, and
set sail for Judsea, but in evil circumstances, being dejected

by the loss of the money which he once had, and because
he had not wherewithal to pay his creditors, who were
many in number, and gave him no chance of avoiding
them ; so that he knew not what to do, and in shame at

the state of his affairs, retired to a certain tower at Mala-
tha' in Idiimsea, and had thoughts of killing himself.

But his wife Cypros perceived his intention, and tried all

sorts of methods to divert him from taking such a course.

' Apparently Tell el-Milh, thirteen miles east of Beersbeba.
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So she sent a letter to his sister Herodias, who was now
the wife of Herod the tetrarch, and let her know Agrippa's
present design, and the necessities that drove him to it,

and desired her, as a Mnswomaa of his, to help him and
to engage her husband to do the same, as Herodias conld
see how she (Cypros) alleviated her husband's troubles

all she could, although she had not the means they had.
And they sent for him, and allotted him Tiberias for

his habitation, and assigned him some money for his

maintenance, and made him a magistrate of that city, by
way of honouring him. However, Herod did not long
continue in the resolution of supporting him, though even
that support was not sufficient for him. For as they were
once at a feast at Tyre, and in their cups abused one
another, Agrippa thought it was not to be borne, that

Herod threw in his teeth his poverty, and his owing his

necessary food to him. So he went to Placcus, who had
been consul, and a very great friend to him at Eome
formerly, and was now president of Syria.

§ 3. And Flaccus received him kindly, and he lived

with him. Flaccus had also with him there Aristobulus,

who was Agrippa's brother, but was at variance with

him
;
yet did not their enmity to one another hinder the

friendship of Flaccus to them both, but they both re-

ceived equal honour from him. However, Aristobulus did

not abate his ill-will to Agrippa, till at length he got

him to be on bad terms with Flaccus, bringing on the

estrangement as follows. The Damascenes had a difference

with the Sidonians about their frontiers, and when Flaccus

was about to hear the case pleaded, on hearing that Agrippa

had great influence with him, they begged that he would be

on their side, and promised him a great deal of money. So

he was zealous in assisting the Damascenes as far as he was
able ; but Aristobulus (who had got iuteUigence of this pro-

mise of money) accused him to Flaccus. And when, upon a

thorough examination of the matter, it appeared plainly

to be so, Flaccus discontinued his friendship to Agrippa.

So he was reduced to the utmost straits, and went to

Ptolemais,' and because he knew not where else to get

III. XT
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a liveliliood, he thought of sailing to Italy. But as he

was prevented from doing so by want of money, he de-

sired Marsyas, who was his freedman, to find some method
of procuring him as much money as he wanted for that

purpose, by borrowing it of some person or other. So Mar-
syas desired Peter, who was the freedman of Agrippa's

mother Berenice, but by virtue of her testament belonged

to Antonia, to lend Agrippa money upon his own bond
and security ; but he accused Agrippa of having defrauded

him of certain sums of money, and so obliged Marsyas,

when he made the bond for 20,000 Attic drachmae, to

accept 2,500 drachmae less than that sum. This the

other allowed because he could not help it. Upon the

receipt of this money, Agrippa went to Anthedon,^ and
took shipping, and was going to set sail ; but Herennius

Capito, who was the procurator of Jamnia,^ sent a band of

soldiers to demand of him 300,000 drachmae of silver,

which were owing by him to the emperor's treasury at Eome,
and tried to force him to stay. He pretended at the time

that he would do as he was told, but when night came
on, he cut cables, and went off, and sailed to Alexandria,

where he desired Alexander the Alabarch to lend him
200,000 drachmae; but he said he would not lend it

him, but did not refuse it to Cypros, as he greatly admired
her affection to her husband, and all her other virtue

;

and she undertook to repay it. And Alexander gave

them five talents at Alexandria, and promised to pay them
the rest of the sum at Dicaearchia,' and this he did from
the fear he was in that Agrippa would soon spend it. And
Cypros, having thus set her husband free to sail on to

Italy, returned to Judaea with her children.

§ 4. And when Agrippa reached Puteoli, he wrote a

letter to Tiberius Caesar, who then lived at Capreae,'' and
told him that he was come so far to wait on him and
pay him a visit, and asked that he would give him leave to

come over to Capreae. And Tiberius made no difB.culty,

but wrote to him in an obliging way in other respects, and
also told him he was glad of his safe return, and desired

him to come to Capreae ; and when he was come he did not

^ Agrippias. See Antiq. xiii. 13, § 3. ^ Yebnah.
' Puteoli, PozzuoU. ' The island of Capri.
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fail to welcome him and treat him as kindly as he had
promised him in his letter to do. But the next day came
a letter to the emperor from Herennius Capito, informing
him, that Agrippa had borrowed 300,000 drachmae, and not
paid it at the time appointed ; but, when it was demanded
of him, had run away like a fugitive from the places in

his jurisdiction, and had put it out of his power to get the

money from him. When Tiberius had read this letter he was
much vexed at it, and gave orders that Agrippa should be ex-

cluded from his presence until he had paid the debt. But he,

being no way dismayed at the emperor's anger, entreated

Antonia, themother of G-ermanicus, and also ofClaudius, who
was afterwards emperor himself, to lend him those 300,000

drachmae, that he might not lose Tiberius' friendship. And
she, out of regard to the memory of Berenice his mother
(for these two women had been very intimate with one an-

other), and out of regard to his having been brought up
with Claudius, lent him the money, and, upon the payment
of his debt, his friendship with Tiberius continued as be-

fore. After this, Tiberius Caesar recommended to him his

grandson,' and ordered that he should always accompany
him when he went out. But Agrippa, after the kind treat-

ment of Antonia, paid great court to Caius, who was her

grandson, and was held in very high honour because of the

popularity of his father.^ Now there was one Thallus, a

freedman of Tiberius, a Samaritan by race, ofwhom Agrippa

borrowed a million drachmae, and so repaid Antonia the

debt he owed her, and by spending the overplus in paying

his court to Caius, he became a person of great influence

with him.

§ 5. Now as the friendship which Agrippa had with

Caius rose to a great height, they once had a conversation

about Tiberius, as they were in a chariot together, Agrippa

praying (for they two sat by themselves) that Tiberius

might soon go oif the stage, and leave the empire to Caius,

who was in every respect more worthy of it. Now Euty-

chus, who was Agrippa's freedman, and drove his chariot,

heard these words, and at the time said nothing about

them : but when Agrippa accused him of stealing some

1 Tiberius junior.—W. ' Germanicus.—W.
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garments of Ms (which he really did steal) he ran away
from him ; and when he was captured and brought before

Piso, who was governor of the city, and asked why he ran

away ? he replied, that he had something private to say to

Tiberius, that regarded his security and safety: so Piso

sent him in bonds to Capre^. {^nd Tiberius, according

to his usual custom, kept him in bonds, being a proeras-

tinator, if ever king or tyrant was so; for he did not

receive ambassadors quickly, and no successors were de-

spatched to governors or procurators of provinces that

had been formerly sent, unless they were dead. This made
him. also negligent in hearing prisoners. And when he was
once asked by his friends, what was the reason of his delay

in such cases ? he said, that he delayed to hear ambas-

sadors, lest, upon their quick dismissal, other ambassadors

should be appointed, and return to him ; and so he should

bring trouble upon himself by their receptions and dis-

missals. He said also that he permitted those governors

who had been once sent to their governments to stay there

a long time from regard to the subjects that were under

them ; for all governors were naturally disposed to get as

much as they could, and those who were not to remain

there, but to stay a short time only, and that in uncertainty

when theywould be turned out, were all the more tempted to

fleece the people. Whereas, if their government was long

continued to them, they were at last satiatedwith their spoil,

as having got a great deal, and so became less keen in their

pillaging ; but if a rapid succession of governors took place,

the poor subjects, who were exposed to them as a prey, would
not be able to bear the new ones, for they would not have the

same time allowed them, as their predecessors had filled

themselves in, and so grown indifferent to getting more,

because they would be recalled too soon for making a rich

harvest otherwise. He gave them an illustration to show his

meaning. A great number of flies swarmed about the sore

places of a man that had been wounded ; upon which one

of the bystanders pitied the man's misfortune, and think-

ing he was not able to drive those flies away himself, was
going to drive them away for him. But he prayed him to

let them alone, and when the other asked him in rejoinder

the reason of such indiscretion in not getting relief from
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Hs present misery, lie replied, " If thou drivest these
flies away, thou wilt hurt me worse. For as these are
already fiill of my blood, they do not crowd about me, nor
pain me so much as before, but are somewhat more remiss,
while fresh ones that came almost famished, and found me
quite tired out already, would be my destruction." Tibe-
rius said this was why he was himself careful not to send
new governors perpetually to his subjects (who were already
sufficiently harassed by many oppressions), who, like these
flies, would further distress them, and, besides their natural
desire of gain, would have this additional incitement to

it, that they expected to be soon deprived of the pleasure
which they derived from it. And, as a further attestation

to what I say of the character of Tiberius, 1 appeal to his

practice itself ; for, although he was emperor twenty-two
years, he sent in all only two procurators to govern the

nation of the Jews, namely G-ratus, and his successor in the
government, Pilate. Nor had he one way of acting with
respect to the Jews, and another with respect to the rest of

his subjects. He also gave out that he made such delay in

hearing prisoners, because immediate death to those that

were condemned to die would be an alleviation of their

present miseries, whereas those wicked wretches did not
deserve any such favour ; but their being harassed by the

anticipation of calamity would make them undergo greater

misery.^

§ 6. This was why Eutychus could not obtain a hearing,

but was kept still in bonds. However, some time after-

wards, Tiberius went from Caprese' to Tusculanum," which
is about a hundred furlongs from Eome, and Agrippa
asked Antonia to procure a hearing for Eutychus, let the

matter whereof he accused him prove what it would. Now
Antonia was greatly esteemed by Tiberius on all accounts,

notonlyfrom her connexion with him (for she was his brother

Drusus' wife), but alsofrom her eminent chastity ; forthough

she was still ayoungwoman, she continuedinherwidowhood,

and refused all other matches, although Augustus had en-

joined her to marry somebody, andall her life long preserved

herreputationfreefromreproach. Shehad alsobeenprivately

' The island of Capri. ' The villa of Tiberius at Tusculum.
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the greatest benefactress to Tiberius wlien there was a very

dangerous plot laid against him by Sejanus, a man who
had been her husband's friend, and who had the greatest

power at that time because he was in command of the

army, and when many members of the senate, and many of

thefreedmen joined with him, and the soldiersweretampered
with, and the plot became very formidable, and Sejanus

would certainly have gained his point, had not Antonia's

boldness been more wisely conducted than Sejanus' villainy.

For when she had discovered his designs against Tiberius,

she wrote him an exact account of the whole, and gave the

letter to Pallas, the most faithful of her slaves, and sent him
to Caprese to Tiberius ; and Tiberius, when he heard of it,

slew Sejanus and his fellow-conspirators, and though he had
held Antonia in great esteem before, now looked upon her
with still greater respect, and regarded her as trustworthy

in all things. So, when Tiberius was desired by this Antonia
to examine Eutychus, he answered, " If indeed Eutychus
has falsely accused Agrippain what he has said of him, he
has had sufficient punishment by what I have done to him
already ; but if, upon examination, the accusation appears

to be true, let Agrippa have a care, lest, in desire of

punishing his freedman, he do not rather bring a punish-

ment upon himself." Now when Antonia told Agrippa of

this, he was still much more pressing that the matter might
be examined into ; so Antonia, upon Agrippa's continually

importuning her to beg for this, seized the following op-

portimity. As Tiberius once reclined in his litter, and
was being carried about in it, and Caius, her grandson, and
Agrippa walked before him, after dinner, she went close to

the litter, and begged Tiberius to call Eutychus, and have
him examined ; to which he replied, " O Antonia ! the

gods are my witnesses, that I am induced to do what I am
going to do, not by my own inclination, but because I am
forced to it by thy entreaty." When he had said this, he
ordered Macro, who had succeeded Sejanus, to bring Euty-
chus to him ; and he was brought without any delay. Then
Tiberius asked him what he had to say against a man who
had given him his liberty. Upon which he said, " O my
lord ! this Caius, and Agrippa with him, were once riding

in a chariot, and I sat at their feet, and among other con-
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versation that passed, Agrippa said to Caius, ' that the
day would come, when this old man would die, and appoint
thee as master of the world ! for Tiberius, his grandson,
would be no hindrance to us, if taken off by thee, and the
world would be happy, and I should be happy still more.'

"

Now Tiberius took these to be truly Agrippa's words, and
having an old grudge also at Agrippa, because, when he
had commanded him to pay court to Tiberius his grand-
son, and the son of Drusus, Agrippa had neglected him,
and disobeyed his commands, and transferred all his

homage to Caius, he said to Macro, " Bind this person."
But Macro, not distinctly knowing whom it was he bade
him bind, and not expecting that he would wish any such
thing done to Agrippa, delayed imtil he should know more
distinctly what Tiberius meant. But, when Tiberius had
gone round the hippodrome, he found Agrippa standing
there, and said " Why, Macro, here is the person I meant
to have bound ;

" and when he still asked, " Which of

them ? " he said " Agrippa." Then Agrippa betook him-
self to making supplication for himself, reminding him of

his son, with whom he was brought up, and of Tiberius

[his grandson] whom he had educated : but all to no pur-
pose, for they took him off bound in his purple robe. It

was also very hot weather, and they had had but little

wine to their meal, so that he was very thirsty ; he was
also distressed and vexed at this treatment. Seeing there-

fore one of Caius' slaves, whose name was Thaumastus,
carrying some water in a vessel, he desired that he would
let him drink. And as he readily gave him some water
to drink, he drank, and said, " Boy ! this service of thine

to me will be for thy advantage ; for, if I once get rid of

these my bonds, I will soon procure thee thy freedom from
Caius, seeing thou hast not been wanting to minister to

me, though I am in bonds, in the same manner as when
I was in my former state and dignity." Nor did he
deceive him in what he promised him, but requited him
for what he had done, for, when Agrippa afterwards came
to be king, he took particular care of Thaumastus, and
got him his liberty from Caius, and made him manager of

his affairs, and when he died, left him to Agrippa his son,

and to Berenice his daughter, to minister to them in the
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same capacity. Thaumastus also grew old in that honour-

able post, and died in it. But all this happened some
time afterwards.

§ 7. Now Agrippa stood in his bonds before the royal

palace, with many others who were in bonds also, and
leaned against a certain tree in dejection, and as a certain

bird sat upon the tree against which Agrippa leaned, (the

!Romans call this bird bubo,') one of those that were
bound, a German by nation, seeing the bird, asked a

soldier who that man in purple was. And when he was
informed that his name was Agrippa, and that he was by
race a Jew, and one of the principal men of that nation,

he asked leave of the soldier to whom he was bound," to

let him come nearer to him, to speak with him ; for he had
a mind to inquire of him. about some things relating to his

country. And when he had obtained leave, he stood near

him, and spoke as follows to him by an interpreter. " This
sudden change of thy condition, young man ! troubles thee,

aL bringing on thee a manifold and very great adversity

;

nor wilt thou believe me, when I foretell how thou wilt get

rid of this present misery, and how divine Providence will

provide for thee. Know therefore (and I appeal to my
own country's gods, as well as to the gods of this place,

who have awarded these bonds to us,) that all I am going
to say about thy concerns, shall neither be said to please

thee by its babbling, nor in the endeavour to cheer thee

without cause, for such predictions, when they come to

fail, make the grief in the end more bitter than if one had
never heard them at all. However, though I expose
myself to danger by so doing, I think it fit to declare to

thee the prediction of the gods. It cannot be that thou
shalt continue long in these bonds, but thou wilt soon be
delivered from them, and wilt be promoted to the highest
dignity and power, and wilt be envied by all who now
pity thy fortunes, and wilt be happy in thy death, and wilt
leave happiness to thy children. But remember, whenever
thou seest this bird again, thou wilt then live but five days

' That is, owl.
* Dr. Hudson here takes notice, out of Seneca, Epistle v., that this

was the custom of Tiberius, to couple the prisoner, and the soldier that

guarded him, together with the same chain.—W.
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longer. This event will be brought to pass by that God
who has sent this bird here to be a sign unto thee. I
think it wrong to conceal from thee what I foresee concern-
ing thee, that by thy knowing beforehand what happiness
is coming upon thee, thou mayest lightly regard thy
present misfortunes. But when this happiness shall come
to thee, do not forget what misery I am in myself, but
endeavour to deliver me." When the German had said
this, he made Agrippa laugh at him as much as he after-

wards appeared worthy of admiration. But Antonia took
Agrippa's misfortune to heart: however, to speak to
Tiberius on his behalf, she saw to be a very difficult thing,

and indeed quite impracticable ; but she got leave of

Macro, that the soldiers that guarded him should be of a
gentle nature, and that the centurion who was over them,
and was bound to him, should be of the same disposi-

tion, and that he might bathe every day, and that his

freedmen and friends might have access to him, and that

other things that tended to ease his body might be allowed
him. So his friend Silas had access to him, and two of

his freedmen, Marsyas and Stoecheus, brought him such
kind of food as he was fond of, and indeed took great care

of him ; they also brought him garments, under pretence

of selling them, and, when night came on, laid them under
him, and the soldiers assisted them, as Macro had ordered

beforehand. Such was Agrippa's condition for six months,
and such was the state of his afEairs.

§ 8. As for Tiberius, on his return to Caprese, he fell iU.

At first his illness was but mUd, but as it increased upon
him, he was anxious about his condition, and bade Euodus,
who was the freedman whom he most of all valued,

to bring the children to him ; for he said he wanted to

talk to them before he died. Now he had no longer any
sons of his own aUve ; for Drusus, who was his only son, was
dead ; but Drusus' son Tiberius was still living, who was
also called Gemellus. There was also living Caius, the

son of Germanicus, who was the son of his brother

[Drusus], He was now grown up, and had finished his

education, and was in esteem and favour with the people

because of the excellent character of his father Germani-
cus, who had attained the highest honour among the
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miiltitude by his consistent behaviour, and the easiness

and affability of his intercourse with the multitude, for

the rank he had did not hinder his treating all persons as if

they were his equals. In consequence of this behaviour he

was not only greatly esteemed by the people and the senate,

but also by every one of the nations that were subject to

the Romans ; some of whom were captivated, when they

met him, with the grace of their reception by him, and
others by the report of those who had met him. So upon
his death there was a lamentation made by all men, not

counterfeit sorrow such as is made in flattery to rulers, but

real sorrow, for everybody grieved at his death, as if they

had lost one that was near to them. So affable was he to all

men, that it turned greatly to the advantage of his son

among all ; and the soldiers in particular were so devoted

to him, that they reckoned it a gain, if need were, to die, if

he might but become emperor.

§ 9. Now when Tiberius had given orders to Euodus
to bring the children to him the next day in the morn-
ing, he prayed to his country's gods to show him a mani-

fest sign which of the two should be his successor, being

very desirous to leave it to his son's son, but still intending

to depend more upon what God should foreshow concerning

them, than upon his own opinion and inclination. So he
made this to be the omen, that the empire should belong

to him who should come first to him the next day. When
he had thus resolved, he sent to his grandson's tutor, and
ordered him to bring the chUd to him early in the morning,
supposing that God would not interfere about who should

be made emperor. But God thwarted his intention. For
as Tiberius was thus contriving matters, directly it was
day, he bade Euodus to call in the child which should be
ready there first. And he went out, and foimd Caius
before the door, (for Tiberius was not yet come, for his

breakfast was late, and Euodus knew nothing of what his

lord intended,) so he said to Caius, "Thy father calls

thee," and brought him in. As soon as Tiberius saw
Caius, he reflected then first on the power of God, and how
the power of bestowing the empire on whom he would
was entirely taken from him, and so he was not able to

make good what he had intended. And he greatly lamented
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that the power of carrying out his intention was taken from
him, and that his grandson Tiberius was not only to lose
the Eoman empire by his mode of divination, but his own
safety also, because his preservationwould now depend upon
such as would be more powerful than himself, who would
think it a thing insufferable that a kinsman should Uve with
them, and so his relationship would not be able to protect
him, but he would be feared and hated by him who had the
supreme authority, partly on account of his being next to
the empire, partly because he would be perpetually plotting,

not only to preserve himself, but also to be at the head of
affairs. Now Tiberius was very much given to the casting of
nativities, and had spent his life more successfully in the
science than those whose profession it was. For example,
when he once saw Galba coming to him, he said to his

most intimate friends, that there came a man that would
one day have the rank of Eoman emperor. And Tiberius
was more addicted to all sorts of divinations than any
other of the Eoman emperors, because he had found
them to reveal the truth about his own affairs. And in-

deed he was now in great distress at this chance that
had befallen him, and was very much grieved about his

grandson as if he were already murdered, and vexed with
himself that he should have made use of such a method of

divination, when it was in his power to have died without
grief in ignorance of the future, whereas he must now die

tormented by his foreknowledge of the misfortunes of such
as were dearest to him. But although he was troubled at

this unexpected succession to the empire of those for whom
he did not intend it, he spoke as follows to Caius, though
unwillingly and against his inclination :

" chUd ! though
Tiberius is nearer related to me than thou art, I, by my
own determination and the vote of the gods, do give, and
put into thy hand, the Eoman empire. And I desire thee

never to be unmindful when thou comest to it, either of

my kindness to thee, ia setting thee in so high a dignity,

or of thy relationship to Tiberius ; and as thou knowest that

I am, together with and after the gods, the proctirer of

such great blessings to thee, so I desire that thou wilt

make me a return for my readiness to assist thee, and wilt

take care of Tiberius because of his near relationship to
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thee. Besides whicli, thou art to know, that, while Tiberius

is alive, he will be a bulwark to thee, both as to the empire
and as to thj own preser\'ation ; but, if he die, that will be
but a prelude to thy own misfortunes; for to be alone

under the weight of such vast affairs is very dangerous ;

nor will the gods suffer those actions which are unjustly

done, contrary to the law which directs men to act other-

wise, to go unpunished." This was the speech which
Tiberius made, which did not persuade Caius to act accord-

ingly, although he promised to do so, for when he was
settled in the empire, he took off this Tiberius, as was pre-

dicted by his grandfather, as he was also himself, no long

time afterwards, slain by a conspiracy formed against him.

§ 10. After Tiberius had at this time appointed Caius to

be his successor, he lived only a few days, and then died,

after he had been emperor twenty-two years, five months,
and three days. Now Caius was the fourth emperor.

And when the Eomans heard that Tiberius was dead, they
rejoiced at the good news, but had not courage to believe

it, not because they were unwilling it should be true, for

they would have given large sums of money that it might
prove to be so, but because they were afraid, if they showed
their joy prematurely, and the news proved false, they would
be accused and ruined. /^For this Tiberius had brought a
vast load of misery on the patrician families of the Eiomans,

for he was easily inflamed with passion in all cases, and
was of such a temper as rendered his anger uncontrollable

till he had wreaked it, even though he hated anyone with-

out reason, for he was by nature fierce in all the sentences

he gave, and made death the penalty for the slightest

offences?} And so, though the Eomans heard the rumour
about his death gladly, they were restrained from the full

enjoyment of that pleasure by the dread of such miseries

as they foresaw would foUow, if their hopes proved ill

grounded. Now as soon as Marsyas, Agrippa's freedman,
heard of Tiberius' death, he came running to tell Agrippa
the news ; and finding him going out to the bath, he gave
him a nod, and said in the Hebrew tongue, " The lion is

dead." ' And he, understanding his meaning, and being
' The name of a lion is often given to tyrants, especially by the Jews,

such as Agrippa, and probably his freedman Marsyas, in effect were,
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delighted at the news, said, "All thanks and happiness
attend thee for this news of thine : I only hope that what
thou sayest may prove true." Now the centurion, who
was set to guard Agrippa, when he saw with what haste
Marsyas came, and what joy Agrippa had at what he said,

suspected that his words announced something startling,

and asked them about the subject of their conversation.

They at first turned the subject, but, upon his further
pressing, Agrippa, without more ado, told him (for he was
already his friend), and he joined with him in the pleasure
which this news occasioned, because it would be fortunate
to Agrippa, and made him a supper. But, as they were
feasting and drinking merrily, there came one who said,

that Tiberius was still alive, and would return to the city

in a few days. At this news the centurion was exceed-
ingly troubled, because he had done what might cost him
his life, in feasting so jovially a prisoner, and that upon
the news of the death of the emperor ; so he thrust Agrippa
from the couch whereon he reclined, and said, " Dost thou
think to cheat me by a He about the emperor without
punishment ? and shalt not thou pay for this report at the
price of thine head?" When he had so said, he ordered
Agrippa to be bound again, (for he had loosed him before,)

and kept a severer guard over him than formerly. In that

evil condition was Agrippa that night ; but the next day
the rumour increased in the city, and confirmed the news
that Tiberius was certainly dead, insomuch that men durst

now openly and freely talk about it; nay, some ofEered

sacrifices on that account. Several letters also came from
Caius, one of them to the senate, informing them of the

death of Tiberius, and of his own succession to the empire,

another to Rso, the governor of the city, which announced
the same thing. Caius also gave orders that Agrippa should

be removed out of the camp, and go to the house where he
lived before he was put in prison ; so that he was now out

of fear as to his own affairs ; for, although he was still in

custody, yet he had considerable freedom. And as soon as

Caius was come to Eome, and had brought Tiberius' body

Ezek. lix. 1, 2 ; Esth. siv. 13 ; 2 Tim. it. 17. They are also sometimes

compared to or represented by wild beasts, of which the lion is the

principal. Dan. vii. 3, 8 ; Apoc. xiii. 1, 2.—W.
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with, him, and had made a sumptuous funeral for him, ac-

cording to the laws of his country, he was much disposed
to set Agrippa at liberty that very day, but Antonia hin-

dered him, not out of any ill-will to the prisoner, but from
regard to decency in Caius, lest it should make men believe

that he heard of the death of Tiberius with pleasure, if he
set free so soon one whom Tiberius had put in bonds.
However, not many days elapsed before Caius sent for

Agrippa to his house, and had him shaved, and made him
change his raiment, after which he put a diadem upon his

head, and appointed him king of the tetrarchy of Philip.

He also gave him the tetrarchy of Lysanias,' and changed
his iron chain for a golden one of equal weight. He also

sent out Marullus to be master of the horse in Judaea.

§ 11. Now, in the second year of the reign of Caius
Caesar, Agrippa asked for leave to saU. home, and settle

affairs in his kingdom, and promised to return again
when he had put everything in order, as it ought to be
put. And, upon the emperor's permission, he returned to

his own country, and appeared before all men unexpectedlv
as king, and thereby demonstrated to those that saw him
the power of fortune, when they compared his former
poverty with his present prosperity. And some called him
a happy man, because he had not been foiled of his hopes,
others could scarce believe what had happened.

CHAP. VII.

How Herod the Tetrarch tvas exiled to Lugdunum.

§1-

BUT Herodias, Agrippa's sister, who was wife of that
Herod who was tetrarch of Gralilee and Pereea, was

envious of this authority of her brother, particularlv
as she saw that he had far greater dignity bestowed on
him than her husband had, though, when he ran away, he

' Although Caius now promised to give Agrippa the tetrarchy of
Lysanias, yet was it not actually conferred upon him till the reign of
Claudius, as we learn, Antiq. xix. 5, § 1.—W,
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was not able to pay his debts, but now he was come back,

he had great position and prosperity. She was therefore

grieved, and much displeased at so great a change, and espe-

cially when she saw him walking about among the multitude

with the usual marks of royal authority, and was not able

to conceal how miserable she was from her envy, but she

incited her husband, and begged him to sail to Eome, to

court honours equal to Agrippa's : for she said life was
unbearable for them, if Agrippa (the son of that Aristo-

bulus who was condemned to death by his father), who
came to her husband in such extreme poverty, that all the

necessaries of life had to be supplied him day by day, and
had fled away from his creditors by sea, now returned a

king, while he himself, the son of a king, whom his near

relationship to royalty called upon to claim the same
difnitv, sat still, and was contented with a private life.

" And' if," she continued, " before, Herod, you did not

mind being in a lower condition than your father, who
begot you, had, yet now at any rate seek after a similar

dignity ; and do not bear this come down that a man
who has paid court to your riches should be in greater

honour than yourself, nor suffer his poverty to show itself

able to purchase greater things than our abundance ; nor

esteem it other than a shameful thing to be inferior to one,

who, the other day, Uved upon your charity. But let us

go to Eome, and let us spare no pains or expenditure of

silver or gold, since they cannot be kept for any better use

than for procuring a kingdom."

§ 2. As for Herod, he opposed her request for a time,

from his love of ease, and a suspicion that he would have

trouble at Eome, and he tried to instruct her better. But

the more she saw him draw back, the more she pressed

him to it, and desired him to leave no stone unturned to

be king : and at last she left not off till she engaged him,

whether he would or not, to be of her sentiments, because

he could no otherwise avoid her importunity. So he got

all things ready, in as sumptuous a manner as he was

able, and spared for nothing, and went up to Eome, and

took Herodias with him. And Agrippa, when he heard of

their intention and preparations, also made his prepara-

tions. And as soon as he heard they had set sail, he sent
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Fortunatus, one of his freedmen, to Eome, to carry pre-

sents to the emperor, and letters against Herod, and to

speak to Caius himself, if he should have an opportunity.

This man followed Herod so quick, and had so prosperous

a voyage, and came so little time after Herod, that while

Herod was with Caius, he also arrived, and delivered his

letters; for they hoth sailed to Dicsearchia,^ and found
Caius at Baioe,' which is itself a little town in Campania,

about five furlongs from Dicsearchia. There are in that

place royal palaces with sumptuous apartments, each em-
peror stiU endeavouring to outdo his predecessor's mag-
nificence ; the place also has warm baths that spring out

of the ground of their own accord, which are of advantage

for the recovery of the health of those that make use of

them, and also minister to men's luxury. Now Caius

simultaneously addressed Herod (it was the first time he
had met with him) and looked at the letters which Agrippa

had sent him, and which were written in accusation of

Herod, wherein he was accused of having been in con-

spiracy with Sejanus against Tiberius' government, and
of being now confederate with Artabanus, the king of

Parthia, in opposition to the government of Caius, as a proof

of which Agrippa said that Herod had armour sufficient

for seventy thousand men ready ia his armoury. Caius

was moved at this information, and asked Herod, whether
what was said about the armour was true. And when he
admitted there was such armour there (for he could not

deny it, the truth of it being too notorious), Caius took

that as a sufficient proof of the accusation that he in-

tended to revolt. So he took away from him his tetrarchy,

and gave it by way of addition to Agrippa' s kingdom ; he
also gave Herod's money to Agrippa, and punished Herod by
perpetual exile, and appointed Lugdunum,^ a city of Gaul,

to be his place of habitation. But when he was informed
that Herodias was Agrippa's sister, he made her a present

of the money that was her own, and told her, that it was
only her brother who prevented her sharing the cala-

mity of her husband. But she replied, " You, indeed, O
emperor! say this in a magnificent manner, and as be-

' Puteoli, Poszmli. ' Baja. ' Lyon.
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comes you, but the love which I have for my husband
hinders me from partaking of the favour of your gift ; for

it is not right that I, who have been a partner in his pros-

perity, should forsake him in his misfortunes." There-

upon Caius was angry at her pride, and sent her into exile

with Herod, and gave her estete to Agrippa. And thus
did God punish Herodias for her envy of her brother, and
Herod for giving ear to the vain discourses of a woman.
Now Caius administered pubHc affairs with great mag-
nanimity during the first and second year of his reign, and
behaved himself with such moderation, that he gained the

good-will of the Romans themselves, and of his other sub-

jects. But, ia process of time, he thought himself because

of the vast extent of his dominions as something more
than a man, and made himself a god, and took upon him-

self to act in all things so as to insult the Deity.

CHAP. vni.

Concerning the Embassage of the Jews to Caius, and how

Caius sent Petronius into Syria to make War against the

Jews, unless they would receive his Statue.

§1-

I IVTOW a tumult having arisen at Alexandria between
*\iN the Jewish inhabitants and the Greeks, three am-

bassadors were chosen out of each party that were at

variance, who came to Caius. Now one of these ambas-

sadors from the people of Alexandria was Apion, who

greatly slandered the Jews, and, among other things that

he said, charged them with neglecting the honours that

belonged to the emperor ; for while all who were subject to

the Roman empire built altars and temples to Caius, and

in aU other respects treated him as one of the gods, these

Jews alone thought it unseemly to erect statues in honour

of him, or to swear by his name. When Apion had said

many of these severe things, by which he hoped to exas-

perate Caius against the Jews, as was likely to be the case,

Philo, the principal person of the Jewish embassage, a

HI. ^
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man eminent on all accounts, and the brother of Alexander
the Alabarch/ and not unskilled in philosophy, was ready
to betake himself to make his defence against those accu-

sations. But Caius prohibited him, and bade him be gone,

and was also in such a rage, that it was clear he was about
to do them some very great mischief. And Philo having
been thus ill treated went out, and said to those Jews who
were about him, that they ought to be of good courage,

for Caius' words indeed showed anger at them, but__in

reality he had already set God against him as an enemyj

§ 2. Then Caius, indignant that he should be thus de-

spised by the Jews only, sent Petronius as his lieutenant

to Syria, and as successor in the government to ViteUius,

and gave him orders to invade Judaea with a large force,

and, if they would admit his statue willingly, to erect it in

the temple of God, but, if they were obstinate, to conquer
them by war, and then to do it. Accordingly, Petronius

took over the government of Syria, and made haste to obey
Caius' injunctions. He got together as great a number
of auxiliaries as he possibly could, and took with him two
legions of the Roman army, and went to Ptolemais ^ to

winter there, intending to set about the war iu the spring.

He also wrote word to Caius what he had determined to

do, and he commended him for his energy, and ordered
him not to be slack in the work, but to make war with
them, if they would not obey his commands. Then many
ten thousands of the Jews went to Ptolemais to Petronius,

to offer their petitions to him, that he would not compel
them to transgress and violate the law of their forefathers.
" But if (said they) you are absolutely determined to bring
this statue and erect it, first kill us, and then do what
you have resolved on ; for while we are alive, we can-

not permit such things to be done as are forbidden us
by the authority of our legislator and our forefathers,

who have decided that such prohibitions are proofs of

virtue." But Petronius was angry with them, and said,

' This Alexander the Alabarch, or governor of the Jews at Alexandria,
and brother tiJ Philo, is supposed by Bishop Pearson to be the same as

that Alexander who is mentioned by St. Luke, as of the kindred of the

high priests, Acts iv. 6.—W,
^ 'Akka, St. Jean cCAcre.
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" If I were myself emperor, and meant to follow my own
will in acting thus, these words of yours would be properly
spoken to me, but now the emperor has sent me, I am under
the necessity of carrying out his decrees, because dis-
obedience to them would bring upon me inevitable destruc-
tion." Then the Jews replied, " Since, therefore, you are
so disposed, O Petronius, that you will not disobey Caius'
commands, neither will we transgress the bidding of our
law ; and as we, relying on God and virtue, and the efforts

of our ancestors, have continued hitherto without suffering
them to be transgressed, we dare not by any means suffer

ourselves to be so timorous as to transgress those laws,
which Grod has ordered for our advantage, from the fear of
death. And if we fall into misfortunes, we will bear them
in order to preserve our laws, knowing that those who ex-

pose themselves to dangers have good hope of escaping
them, because God will stand on our side, if, out of regard
to him, we undergo afB.ictions, and sustain the uncertain-

ties of fortune. But, if we should submit to you, we should
be greatly reproached for our cowardice, as thereby show-
ing ourselves ready to transgress our law ; and we should
incur the great anger of God also, who, even in your own
judgment, is superior to Caius."

§ 3. When Petronius saw by their words that their de-

termination was fixed, and that he would not be able with-

out a war to obey Caius in the dedication of his statue,

and that there would be a great deal of bloodshed, he took
his friends and retinue, and pushed on to Tiberias, wishing
to know in what posture the affairs of the Jews were. And
many ten thousand of the Jews met Petronius again, when
he was come to Tiberias, for they thought they would run
a mighty hazard if they should have war with the Romans,
but judged that the transgression of the law was of much
greater consequence, and made supplication to him, that he

would by no means reduce them to such straits, nor defile

their city with the erection of Caius' statue. Then Petro-

nius said to them, " Will you war then with the emperor,

without considering his great preparations for war, and
your own weakness?" And they replied, "We will not

by any means war with him, but we will die before

we see our laws transgressed." Then they threw them-
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selves down upon their faces, and stretched out their

throats, and said they were ready to be slain. And this

they did for forty days together, and in the meantime left

off the tilling of their groimd, though the season of the

year required them to sow it. Thus firm did they continue

in their resolution, and proposal to die willingly, rather

than to see the erection of Caius' statue.

§ 4. When matters were in this state, Aristobulus, king

Agrippa's brother, and Helcias the Great, and the other

principal men of that family, and the leading Jews with

them, went in unto Petronius, and besought him, since

he saw the determination of the multitude, not to

drive them to despair, but write to Caius, that the

Jews had an insuperable aversion to the reception of

his statue, and how they assumed a hostile attitude, and
left off the tillage of their ground : and that they were not

willing to go to war with him, because they were not able

to do it, but were ready to die with pleasure, rather than

suffer their laws to be transgressed : and how, if the land

continued unsown, robberies would be on the increase, from
their inability of paying tribute. They added that perhaps

Caius would be thereby moved to pity, and not entertain

any savage idea, or think of destroying the nation, but if

he continued inflexible in his former opinion to war against

them, he might then set about it himself. Thus did Aris-

tobulus, and the rest with him, supplicate Petronius. And
Petronius,' partly on account of the earnest entreaties of

Aristobulus and the rest, and because of the great impor-
tance of what they asked, and the skilful way in which
they made their supplication

;
partly because he saw the

firmness of the opposition made by the Jews, and thought
it monstrous for him so to carry out the madness of Caius,

as to slay so many ten thousand men, only because of

their religious disposition towards God, and to pass all

' This Publius Petronius was after this still president of Syria,

under Claudius, and, at the desire of Agrippa, published a severe decree

against the inhabitants of Dora, who, in a sort of imitation of Caius,

had set up a statue of Claudius in a Jewish synagogue there. This
decree is extant, xix. 6, § 3, and greatly confirms the present accounts

of Josephus, as do the other decrees of Claudius, relating to the like

Jewish affairs, xix. 5, § 2, 3.—W.
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his life after that in remorse ; Petronius, I say, thought it

much better to write to Caius, although he knew what in-

tolerable ragfe he would be in against him for not obeying
sooner his commands. But perhaps he thought he might
persuade him, or if this mad resolution continued, he might
then begin the war against them ; nay, even if Caius should
turn his anger against him (Petronius), it was good for
persons who laid claim to virtue even to die for such vast
multitudes of men. So he determined to hearken to the
petitioners in this matter.

§ 5. He then called the Jews together to Tiberias (who
came many ten thousands in number), and went up to
them, and pointed out that the present expedition was not
undertaken at his own option, but at the commands of the
emperor, whose wrath would immediately and without
delay be executed on such as had the temerity to disobey
what he had commanded ; nor was it fit for him, who had
obtained such great honour by his favour, to contradict

him in any thing. " Tet," added he, " I do not think it

just to have such a regard to my own safety and honour,
as to refuse to sacrifice them for your preservation, as you
are so many in number, and endeavour to preserve the re-

spect due to your law (which because it has come down to

you from your forefathers, you esteem worth fighting for)

and to the supreme authority and power of G-od, whose
temple I will not venture to allow to fall into contempt by
the imperial authority. I will, therefore, send to Caius,

and let him know what your determination is, and will assist

jour suit as far as I am able, that you may not suffer on
account of the virtuous designs you have proposed to your-

selves. And may God be your helper (for his authority is

beyond all the contrivance and power of men), and may he

procure you the preservation of your ancient laws, and not

be deprived, by the unreasonable wishes of men, of his

accustomed honours ! But if Caius be irritated, and turn

the violence of his rage upon me, I will rather undergo all

the danger and afiliction that may come either upon my
body or soul, than see so many of you perish, while you
are acting in so excellent a manner. Do you, therefore,

every one of you, go your ways about your own occupations,

and fall to the cultivation of your land. I will myself send
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to Eome, and will not refuse to serve you in all things,

either by myself or by my friends."

§ 6. When Petronius bad said this, and had dismissed

the assembly of the Jews, he desired those in authority to

see to the cultivation of the fields, and to encourage the

people to hope for better things. Thus did he soon make
the multitude cheerful again. And now did Grod show his

presence to Petronius, and signify to him, that he would
afford him his assistance in his whole design ; for he had
no sooner finished the speech that he made to the Jews,

but Grod sent down at once great showers of rain, contrary

to human expectation, for the day was a clear day in the

morning, and gave no indication by the appearance of the

sky of any rain ; nay, the whole year had been subject to

a great drought, and made men despair of any rain from
above, even if at any time they saw the heavens overcast

with clouds ; so that when such a great quantity of rain

fell then, and that in an unusual manner, and without any
expectation of it, the Jews hoped that Petronius would not
fail in his supplication for them. And as to Petronius, he
was amazed, evidently seeing that God took care of the
Jews, and gave very plain signs of his appearance, so that

those that were actually much inclined to a contrary
opinion were unable to contradict it. This also among
other particulars he wrote to Caius, all tending to dissuade
him from his purpose, and entreating him by all means not
to drive so many ten thousands of these men mad, whom if

he should slay (for without war they would by no means
suffer the laws of their worship to be set aside,) he would
lose the revenue they paid him, and would be publicly
cursed by them through all future ages. He added that
God, who was their protector, had shown his power most
clearly, and that such a power as left no room for doubt,
about it. Such was the business that Petronius was now
engaged in.

§ 7. Now king Agrippa, who at this time chanced to be
living at Eome, grew more and more in favour with Caius

;

and when he had once made him a feast, and was careful to
exceed all others, both in the expense of the feast, and in

such preparations as might contribute to his pleasure, which
were not only far out of the means of all others, but such
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as Caius himself could never equal, much less exceed (such
care did Agrippa take to exceed all men, and particularly

to do all he could to please the emperor), Caius admired
his generous disposition and magnificence, that he should
strive to do every thing to please him even beyond his

means, and wished to imitate the generosity which Agrippa
exhibited in order to please him. So Caius, when he had
drunk wine plentifully, and was merrier than usual, said

during the feast, when Agrippa urged him to drink, " I
knewbeforenowwhat great regardyou had forme, and what
great kindness you showed me, though with risk to your-
self from Tiberius, nor have you omitted anything to show
your good-will towards me, even beyond your means. So,

as it would be a base thing for me to come short of you in

affection, I am desirous to make you amends for every

thing in which I have been formerly deficient. For all

that I have bestowed on you, that may be called my gifts,

is but little ; every thing therefore that may contribute to

your happiness shall be at your service, and that gladly,

and as far as my power will reach." And this Caius said

to Agrippa, thinking he would ask for some province or the

revenues of certain cities. But, although he had made up
his mind beforehand what he would ask, yet did he not dis-

cover his intentions, but made answer to Caius immediately,

that it was not out of any expectation of gain that he for-

merly paid court to him, contrary to the commands of Tibe-

rius, nor did he now do any thing to please him with an
eye to his own advantage, and in order to receive any thing

from him: for the gifts he had already bestowed upon
him were great, and beyond the hopes of even a grasping

man ; for, although they might be beneath the emperor's

power, they weje greater than the expectation and merit of

the receiver. /And, as Caius was amazed at Agrippa's

virtue, and pressed him stiU more to make his request for

something which he might gratify him with, Agrippa
replied, " Since, my lord ! you declare, such is your libe-

rality, that I am worthy of your gifts, I will ask nothing

that will contribute to my own happiness, for what you
have already bestowed on me has made me remarkable for

that ; but I ask something which may make you glorious

for piety, and render the Deity a helper of your designs.
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and may be an honour to me among those that hear of it,

as showing that I never fail to obtain what I ask of you.

Now my petition is this, that you will no longer think of

the dedication of the statue which you have ordered Petro-

nius to set up in the Jewish temple.'Jj

§ 8. Thus did Agrippa venture to cast the die upon this

occasion, so important was the matter in his opinion, though
he knew how dangerous a thing it was so to speak ; for, had
not Caius approved of his request, it would have tended to

no less than the loss of his life. But Caius, who was mightily

taken with Agrippa's obliging behaviour, and also thought

it unseemly to break his word before so many witnesses,

as he had with such eagerness forced Agrippa to become a

petitioner, and thought it would look as if he soon repented

of his offer, and because he greatly admired Agrippa's
virtue, in not desiring him at all to augment his own
dominions, either with large revenues, or greater authority,

but in thinking of the public tranquillity, of the laws, and
of the Deity, granted him what he requested, and wrote
as follows to Petronius, commending him for mustering
his army, and consulting him about this affair. " If (he

said,) thou hast already erected my statue, let it continue
up ; but, if thou hast not yet done so, do not trouble thy-

self further about it, but dismiss thy army, and go to

the business which I sent thee about first, for I have now
no occasion for the erection of the statue. I have granted
this as a favour to Agrippa, a man whom I honour so

very greatly, that I am not able to refuse him what he
would have, or what he has desired me to do for him."
Now Caius wrote this to Petronius, before he received

his letter, informing him that the Jews were ripe for revolt

about the statue, and that they seemed absolutely resolved
to threaten war against the Romans. Upon receipt of this

letter Caius was much displeased that any attempt should
be made against his supreme authority, being as he was a
slave to base and vicious actions on all occasions, and paying
no regard to what was virtuous and honourable, and if he
resolved to show his anger against any one for any reason
whatever, suffering not himself to be restrained by any
advice, but thinking the indulging his anger a real plea-

sure. So he wrote as follows to Petronius. " Seeing thou
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esteemest the presents made thee by the Jews to be of

greater value than my commands, and art grown insolent

enough to be subservient to their pleasure, I charge thee

to become thy own judge, and to consider what thou art to

do, now thou art under my displeasure ; for I wUl make
thee an example to the present and to all future ages, that
none may dare to contradict the commands of their

emperor."

§ 9. This was the letter which Caius wrote to Petronius,

but Petronius did not receive it while Caius was alive ; the

ship which carried it sailing so slow, that other letters

came to Petronius before it, by which he learned that

Caius was dead. For G-od would not forget the dangers
Petronius had undertaken to gratify the Jews, and to do
him honour, but when he had taken Caius off in indig-

nation at his so insolently attempting to claim for him-
self divine worship, he discharged his debt to Petronius.

And Eome and all the empire co-operated with Petronius,

especially those of the senators that were of most merit, be-

cause Caius had been unmercifully severe to them. For
Caius died not long after he had written to Petronius the

letter which threatened him with death ; but as to the cause

of his death, and the nature of the plot against him, I shall

relate them in the progress of my narrative. Now the

letter which informed Petronius of Caius's death came first,

and a little afterwards came that which commanded him to

kill himself with his own hands. And Petronius rejoiced

at this circumstance of the death of Caius, and at the same
time marvelled at the providence of G-od, who without the

least delay, and immediately, gave him a reward for the

regard he had had to the temple, and for the assistance he

had afforded the Jews. Thus easily and unexpectedly did

Petronius escape the danger of death.
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CHAP. IX.

WJiat befell the Jews that were in Babylon, because of two

Brothers, Asinoeus and Anilcerts.

§1-
ADEEADPUL calamity now befell the Jews that were

in Mesopotamia, and especially those that dwelt in

Babylonia. It was inferior to none, and accompanied by
great slaughter of them, and that greater than any re-

corded before ; concerning all which I shall speak explicitly,

and set forth the causes of their calamity. There was a city

in Babylonia called Naarda,^ not only a populous one, but
one that had a fertile and large territory round it, and,

besides its other advantages, was full of men also. It was
also not easy to be assaulted by enemies, because the river

Euphrates encompassed it all round, and because it had
strong walls. There was also the city Nisibis,^ situate on
the same current of the river. So the Jews, depending on
the natural strength of these places, deposited in them that
half shekeP which every one, by the custom of our country,

offers to God, as well as they did other things devoted to

him, for they made use of these cities as a treasury, whence,
at the proper time, they were transmitted to Jerusalem

;

and many ten thousand men undertook to carry those
donations, from fear of the ravages of the Parthians,
to whom Babylonia was then subject. Now, there were
two brothers, Asineeus, and Anilaeus, natives of the city of
Naarda, who had lost their father, and their mother put
them to learn the art of weaving, it not being esteemed a
disgrace among those people for men to spin wool. Now,
he that taught them that art, and was set over them, com-
plained that they came too late to their work, and punished
them with stripes : and they took this punishment as an
outrage, and carried ofE all the weapons which were kept
in that house, which were not a few, and went into a cer-

' Called in the Peutinger, Table Kaliarra ; it was not far from Sippara.
' Now Nisihin.
' Compare St. Matthew, xvii. 24.
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tain place where was a partition of the rivers, a place

naturally very fit for the feeding of cattle, and for getting

hay to be stored up for the winter. The poorest sort of the
young men also resorted to them, whom they armed with
the weapons they had got, and became their captains, and
nothing hindered them from being their leaders in mischief.

And they soon became invincible, and built a citadel,

and sent to such as fed cattle, and ordered them to pay so

much tribute out of them as might be sufficient for their

maintenance, and stated that they would be their friends if

they would submit to them, and that they would defend
them from all their enemies on every side, but that they

would kill all the cattle of those that refused to obey them.
So they hearkened to their proposals (for they could do
nothing else), and sent them as many sheep as were re-

quired of them, so that their forces grew greater, and they
became lords over all they pleased, because they made
sudden and unexpected raids, so that everybody who
had to do with them chose to pay them court, and they

became formidable to such as came to assault them, till

the report about them came to the ears of the king of

Parthia himself.

§ 2. Now when the satrap of Babylonia heard of this,

desiring to nip them in the bud, before greater mischief

should arise from them, he got together as great an army
as he could, both of Parthians and Babylonians, and
marched against them, thinking to attack them and destroy

them, before any one should carry them the news that he

had got an army together. He then encamped in the

marshes, and lay still, but on the next day, (which was
the Sabbath, which is among the Jews a day of rest from
all work,) supposing that the enemy would not dare to

fight him thereon, but that he could take and carry

them ofE prisoners without fighting, he advanced stealthily,

and thought to take them by surprise. Now Asinseus

was sitting with the rest, and their weapons lay be-

side them, and he said, " Men, I hear a neighing of

horses, not of such as are feeding, but such as have riders

on their backs, for I also hear the noise of their bridles,

and am afraid that some enemies are stealing upon us to

surround us. However, let somebody go and reconnoitre.
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and make a sure report of the present state of things ; and
may what I have said prove a false alarm ! " And when he
had said this, some of them went to spy out what was the

matter, and soon came back and said to him, "Neither
were you mistaken in telling us what our enemies were
doing, nor will they permit us to do harm to people any
longer. We are caught by their stratagem, like brute

beasts, for there is a large body of cavalry marching upon
us, while we are destitute of hands to defend ourselves

with, because we are restrained from doing so by the pro-

hibition of our law, which obliges us to rest [on this day."]

But Asinseus did not by any means agree with the opinion

of his spy as to what was to be done, but thought it more
agreeable to the law to pluck up their spirits in this emer-
gency, and break their law by avenging themselves, even if

they should die in the action, than by doing nothing to

please their enemies by submitting to be slain by them.
Accordingly, he took up his weapons, and infused courage
in those that were with him to act as bravely as himself.

So they engaged with their enemies, and slew a great many
of them, (because they despised them, and came as to a

certain victory,) and put the rest to flight.

§ 3. Now when the news of this fight came to the king of

Parthia, he was surprised at the boldness of these brothers,

and was desirous to see them, and speak with them. He
therefore sent the most trusty of aU his body-guards
to say to them, " King Artabanus, although he has
been wronged by you, as you have invaded his kingdom,
yet has more regard to your courageous behaviour than
to the anger he bears to you, and has sent me to offer

you his right hand and friendship, and he permits you
to come to him safely and without any injury on the road,

and he wants you to address yourselves to him as friends,

and means no guile or deceit to you. He also pro-
mises to make you presents, and so to honour you as by
his power to augment your present fame." But Asinseus
himself put off his journey there, but sent his brother
Anilseus with all such presents as he could procure. So he
went, and was admitted to the king's presence ; and when
Artabanus saw Anilseus coming alone, he inquired why
Asinseus had not come with him. And when he learnt
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that lie was afraid, and stayed in the marshes, he took an
oath by the gods of his country, that he would do them no
harm, if they came to him upon the assurances he gave them,
and ofEered AnUaeus his right hand, which is the greatest
pledge of security with all those barbarians to those who con-
verse with them ; for none of them will deceive you, when
once they have given you their right hands, nor wiU any one
doubt of their fidelity, when that is once given, even though
they were before suspected of an intention to harm you.
When Artabanus had done this, he sent away AnUaeus to
try to persuade his brother to come to him. Now the king
acted in this way, because he wanted by the courage of

these Jewish brothers to curb his own satrapies, lest they
should violate their friendship with him, for they were
ripe for revolt, and disposed to rebel, and he was about to

make an expedition against them. He was also afraid

that, while he was engaged in a war in order to subdue
those satrapies that revolted, the party of Asinseus and the

Babylonians would be augmented, and either make war
upon him when they should hear of their revolt, or, if

they should be disappointed in that, would not fail of doing
him very much harm.

§ 4. With these intentions the king sent away Anilseus,

and AnUaeus prevailed on his brother [to go to the king,]

when he had related to him the king's good-will, and the

oath that he had taken ; accordingly, they made haste to

go to Artabanus. And he received them, when they were
come, with pleasure, and marvelled at Asinaeus' courage

in the actions he had done, and that because he was a little

man to look at, and at first sight appeared contemptible

also to such as met him, so that they might deem him of

no value at all, and he said to his friends that, upon both

being compared together, Asinaeus showed his soul to be

superior to his body. And, as they were once drinking to-

gether, he showed Asinaeus to Abdagases, one of the generals

of his army, and told him his name, and described the great

courage he had exhibited in war. And when Abdagases
desired leave to kill him, and so to inflict punishment on

him for the injuries he had done to the Parthian kingdom,

the king replied, "I will never give leave to kill a man who
has trusted in my good faith, especially after I have sent
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him the offer of my right hand, and endeayoured to gain

his confidence by oaths by the gods. But if you are a good
warrior, you stand not in need of my perjury to avenge the

outraged Parthian kingdom. Attack this man, when he is

gone home, and conquer him by the forces that are under

your command, without my privity." And the king sent

for Asinaeus early in the morning, and said to him, " It is

time for you, young man! to return home, and not to

provoke the indignation of my generals here any more,

lest they attempt to murder you, and that without my
approbation. I commit to you the country of Babylonia
in trust, that it may, by your care, be preserved free

from robbers, and from other mischief. I have kept my
faith inviolable to you, and that not in trifling matters, but
in such as concerned your safety, and I therefore deserve

your kindness in return." When he had said this, and
given Asinaeus some presents, he sent him away imme-
diately. And he, when he was come home, built fortresses,

and made those that were previously built stronger, and
became great in a little time, and managed affairs with
such courage and success, as no other person, that had
had no higher a beginning, ever did before him. Those
Parthian governors also, who were sent that way, paid him
great respect ; for the honour that was paid him by the
Babylonians seemed too small, and beneath his deserts,

although he was in no small dignity and power there : nay,

indeed, all the affairs of Mesopotamia depended on him,
and he flourished more and more in this happy condition
for fifteen years.

§ 5. But as the two brothers were in so flourishing a
condition, the beginning of calamity came upon them for

the following reason, after they had deviated from that
course of virtue whereby they had gained so great power,
and affronted and transgressed the laws of their fore-

fathers, and fallen under the dominion of their lusts and
pleasures. A certain Parthian, who came as general of an
army into those parts, was accompanied by his wife,who had
a great reputation for other accomplishments, and was par-

ticularly admired above all other women for her great

beauty ; and Anileeus, the brother of Asinseus, either heard
of her beauty from others, or perhaps saw her himself
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also, and so at once became her lover and her enemy

;

partly because he could not hope to enjoy her but by ob-
taining power over her as his captive, partly because he
thought he could not conquer his passion for her. As
soon therefore as her husband had been declared an enemy
of theirs, and had fallen in a battle forced on him, the
widow of the deceased was captured and married to her
lover. However, she did not come into their house without
causing great misfortune not only to Anilaeus himself, but
also to Asiaaeus, for she brought great mischief upon them
both from the following cause. When she was led away
captive, upon the death of her husband, she concealed the

images of those gods which were her and her husband's
national gods, for it is the custom in that country for all to

keep the idols they worship in their own houses, and to

carry them along with them when they go into a foreign

land, according to which custom of theirs she carried her
idols with her. And at first she performed her worship of

them privately, but when she became Anilaeus' wife, she

worshipped them in her accustomed manner, and with the

same ceremonies which she used in her former husband's

Ufe. Thereupon their most esteemed friends first blamed
him for not acting after the manner of the Hebrews,
and for doing what was not agreeable to their laws,

in marrying a foreign wife, and one that neglected the

observance of their sacrifices and religious ceremonies ; and
bade him look to it, lest by conceding too much to the plea-

sures of the body, he might lose his position and the power

which, by God's blessing, he had arrived at. But, as they

prevailed not with him at all, he slew one of them, who was

most highly esteemed, because of the liberty he took with

him ; and he, as he was dying from regard to the laws,

imprecated curses upon his murderer Anilaeus, and upon
Asinaeus also, and prayed that all their companions might

come to a like end from their enemies; the two first

as the principal actors in this lawlessness, and the rest

because they would not assist him when he suffered in

defending their laws. Now these latter were sorely

grieved, yet did they tolerate these doings, because they

remembered that they had arrived at their present happy

state by no other means than the bravery of the two
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brothers. But wLen they also heard of the worship of

those gods whom the Parthians honour, they thought the

outrage that AnilsBus offered to their laws could be borne
no longer ; so a great number of them came to Asinasus,

and loudly complained of Anilseus, and told him, if he
had not previously noticed what was advantageous to

them, that now it was high time anyhow to correct what
had been done amiss, before the crime that had been
committed proved the ruin of himself and all the rest of

them. They added that the marriage of this woman,
took place without their consent, and without regard
to their laws ; and that the worship which she paid

to her gods was an outrage to the God whom they wor-
shipped. Now, Asinseus Iniew that his brother's ofEence

had been already the cause of great mischiefs, and would
continue to be so, but he tolerated it because of the good-will

he had to so near a relative, and made allowance for him,

considering that his brother was quite overcome by his

wicked passion which mastered him. But as more and
more came to him every day, and the clamours became
greater, he at last spoke to Anilaeus about the matter, re-

proving him for his former actions, and desiring him for

the future to leave them off, and send the woman back to

her relations. But nothing was gained by these reproofs.

And as the woman perceived what a tumult was made
among the people on her account, and was afraid for

Anilseus, lest he should come to any harm for his love to

her, she put poison into Asinaeus' food, and so took him
off, and was now free from fear, as her lover was now sole

judge of what should be done about her.

§ 6. When Anilaeus had thus got all the power himself

alone, he led outhis army against the villages of Mithridates,

who was a leading man in Parthia, and had married king
Artabanus' daughter, and plundered them. So he got
much money, and many slaves, and much cattle, and many
other things, which, when gained, make men's condition

happy. Now, when Mithridates, who was in that region

at the time, heard that his villages were taken, he was very

enraged that Anilaeus had begun to injure him, and to

affront him in his present dignity, though he had not

offered any injury to him previously ; so he got together
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the largest body of cavalry he was able, and picked out of
that number those who were in their prime, and went to
fight Anilaeus. And when he was arrived at a certain
village of his own, he rested there, intending to fight
Anilaeus on the day following, because it was the sabbath,
the day on which the Jews rest. And when Anilaeus was
informed of this by a Syrian stranger from another village,

who not only gave him an exact account of other circum-
stances, but told him where Mithridates would feast, he
took his supper betimes, and marched by night, intending
to fall upon the Parthians while they were ignorant of
what he was going to do ; and fell upon them about
the fourth watch of the night, and slew some of them
while they were asleep, and put others to flight, and took
Mithridates alive, and set him naked upon an ass, which
is esteemed the greatest reproach possible among the Par-
thians. And when he had brought Mithridates into a
wood in such guise,' and his friends desired him to kill

him, he soon told them his own mind to the contrary : for

he said it was not well to kill a man who was one of the

principal families among the Parthians, and still more
honoured by contracting a royal marriage ; that so far as

they had hitherto gone was tolerable ; for although they
had insulted Mithridates, yet if they preserved his life,

this benefit would be remembered by him to the advantage
of those that had conferred it on him ; but if he were once
put to death, the king would not rest till he had made a great

slaughter of the Jews that dwelt at Babylon, whose safety

they ought to regard, both on account of their relationship

to them, and because, if any misfortune befell them, they
had no other place to retire to, since the king had got the

flower of their youth. By this suggestion and speech of

his made in council he persuaded them, so Mithridates was
let go. But when he returned home, his wife reproached

him, that, although he was son-in-law to the king, he

neglected to avenge himself on those who had insulted

him, and took no heed of it, but was contented to have

been made captive by the Jews, and to have escaped them.

And she bade him either go back like a man of courage, or

* T read Tropifffiarog. What can opiffftarog mean here ?

III. T
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else she STore by the gods of their royal family, that she

would certainly dissolve her marriage with him. Upon
this, partly because he could not endure the annoyance of

her daily taunts, partly because he was afraid of her high
spirit, lest she should in earnest dissolve her marriage with
him, he unwillingly, and against his inclinations, got)

together again as large an army as he could, and marched
along with them, himself now thinking it insufferable that

he, a Parthian, should be defeated by a Jew who warred
against him.

§ 7. Now as soon as Anilaeus heard that Mithridates was
marching with a large force against him, he thought it

ignoble to remain in the marshes, and not to be first in

meeting his enemies, and he hoped to have the same
success, and to beat the enemy as he had done before ; so he
ventured boldly upon the like attempt. Accordingly, he
led out his army, and a great many more men joined them-
selves to his army, to betake themselves to plunder other
persons' property, and to terrify the enemy again first by
their appearance. But when they had marched ninety fur-

longs, as their road lay through waterless places, they be-
came very thirsty about the middle of the day, and Mithri-
dates suddenly appeared, and fell upon them, as they were
in distress for want of water, on which account, and on
account of the time of day, they were not able to bear
their weapons. So Anilseus and his men were put to an
ignominious rout, as they were faint and yet had to attack
men that were fresh and in good plight ; so a great
slaughter was made, and many ten thousands killed. Now
Anilseus and all that remained round him fled as fast
as they were able into a wood, and gave Mithridates
the pleasure of having gained a great victory over them.
And now there flocked unto Anilseus a countless number of
bad men, who regarded their own lives very little, if they
might but gain some present ease, so that, by their
thus coming to him, they compensated for the number of
those that had perished in the fight. But they were not
equal in quality to those that had fallen, because they had
had no practice in war ; however, with them Anilseus at-

tacked the villages of the Babylonians, and a mighty de-
struction of all things there was made by his violence. So
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the Babylonians, and those that joined in the war, sent to
Naarda to the Jews there, and demanded them to deliver
up Anilaeus. And although they did not obey their demand
(for if they had been willing to deliver him up, it was not
in their power to do so), yet did they desire to make peace
with them. To which the others replied, that they
also wanted conditions of peace, and sent envoys with
the Babylonians, to treat with Anilaeus about peace. But
the Babylonians, having made a reconnaissance, and
found out where Anilaeus and his men were encamped,
fell secretly upon them as they were drunk and had fallen
asleep, and slew with impunity all of them they feU in
"with, and killed Anilaeus himself also.

§ 8. The Babylonians were now freed from Anilaeus'
raids (which had been a great hindrance to their carrying
out their hatred to the Jews, for they were almost always
at variance because of the difference of their laws, and
whichever party grew boldest attacked the other first), and
so now, upon the slaughter of Anilaeus' party, they at-

tacked the Jews. And they, dreading the injuries they
received from the Babylonians, and being unable to fight

them, and thinking it intolerable to live with them,
migrated to Seleucia,' the principal city in those parts,

which was built by Seleucus Nicator ; and was inhabited

by many Macedonians, but principally by Greeks, and not
a few Syrians also dwelt there. And there did the Jews
take refuge, and lived there five years without any mis-
fortunes. But in the sixth year a pestilence came upon
those at Babylon, and because of it a stampede took place

to Seleucia. And a still heavier calamity came upon them
for the reason which I am going to relate.

§ 9. The life of the Greeks and Syrians in Seleucia was
mostly quarrelsome, and full of strife, though the Greeks
had the best of it. But when the Jews came there and
dwelt among them, there arose a sedition, and the Syrians

were too much for the Greeks, owing to the assistance of

the Jews, who are men that despise dangers, and are very

ready to fight upon any occasion. Now, as the Greeks had
the worst in this sedition, and saw that they had but one

' See Aiitiq. xiii. 7, § 1.
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way of recovering their former authority, and that was, if

•they could prevent the unity of the Jews and Syrians, they
each talked with such of the Syrians as were formerly
acquainted with them, and offered to be at peace and
friendship with them. And they gladly agreed to this,

and a conference was held hy both parties ; and as the prin-
cipal men of both nations agreed to a reconciliation, it

was soon brought about. And when they were so agreed,

they both felt that the chief toten of such a union would
be common hostility to the Jews ; so they fell upon them
suddenly, and slew about fifty thousand of them. Indeed
the Jews were all destroyed, except a few who escaped
from the compassion of their friends or neighbours, and
migrated to Ctesiphon,' a Greek city near Seleucia, where
the king winters every year, and where the greatest part
of his treasures are deposited. But the Jews had no certain

settlement here, those of Seleucia having little concern for

the king's honour. For the whole nation of the Jews were
afraid both of the Babylonians and Seleucians, because all

the Syrians that lived in those places agreed with the
Seleucians to war against the Jews: so most of them
gathered themselves together, and went to Naarda and
Nisibis,' and obtained security there from the strength of
those cities ; and also their inhabitants, who were a great
many, were all warlike men. Such was the state of the
Jews in Babylonia.

' On the left bank of the Tigris. See Antiq. xviii. 2, § 4.
^ See Antiq. xviii. 9, § 1.
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BOOK XIX.

CONTAINING THE INTEKVAL OF THREE TEAKS AND A HALF.
FEOM THE DEPARTUEE OF THE JEWS OUT OP BABYLON,

TO FADUS, THE ROMAN PROCURATOR.

CHAP. I.

How Caius was slain by Chcerea Cassius.

I ]V[OW Caius showed liis outrageous madness not only to

-^^ the .Jews at Jerusalem, or to those that dwelt in

Judsea, but also exhibited it in every land and sea that was
subject to the Eomans, and filled the empire with ten
thousand woes, such as no former history relates. But
Eome itself felt the most dire effects of his acts, as he held
it in not a whit more honour than all other cities, but
savagely oppressed all its citizens, and especially the senate

and patricians, and such as were honoured for their illus-

trious ancestors. He also found out ten thousand devices

against those of the equestrian order, as it was called,

who were esteemed by the citizens equal in dignity and
wealth to the senators, because out of them the senators

were themselves chosen ; he treated these in an igno-

minious manner, and degraded them from their position,

and they were not only slain, but their wealth plundered,

for he slew men generally in order to seize on their riches.

He also asserted his own divinity, and insisted on greater

honours being paid him by his subjects than are due to

mankind, for he frequented the temple of Jupiter which
they call the Capitol, which is among the Eomans the

most honoured of all their temples, and had the audacity

to call Jupiter his brother. And other things he did like

a madman, as when he laid a bridge from the city of
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Dicaearchia ' in Campania to Misenum,' another city upon,

the seaside, a distance of thirty furlongs by sea from,

one promontory to the other. And this he did because

he disliked crossing over in a trireme, and thought also

that it became him to make that bridge, since he was lord

of the sea, and might demand from it as much as from,

the land, so he enclosed the whole bay within his bridge,

and drove his chariot over it, and thought that, as he was
a god, it was fit for him to make such roads as this was.

Nor did he abstain from the plunder of any of the Greek
temples, but gave orders that all the paintings and sculp-

tures, and the rest of the ornaments of the statues and
votive offerings should be brought to him, saying that

beautiful things ought to be set nowhere but in the best

place, and that was the city of Rome. He also adorned
his own house and gardens with what was brought from
those temples, as also his houses which he occasionally

stayed at when he travelled in Italy ; and he did not scruple

to command that the statue of Olympian Zeus, the work
of Phidias the Athenian, which was honoured by the Greeks,

should be transferred to Rome. But he did not compass
his end in this, for the architects told Memmius Regulus,
who was commanded to remove that statue of Zeus, that it

would be broken if it were removed. It is also reported
that Memmius, both on that account, and on account of
some mighty prodigies such as are of an incredible nature,

deferred the removing it, and wrote these circumstances
to Caius, as his apology for not having done what his
letter required of him ; and when he was in consequence
in danger of his Hfe, he was saved by Caius dying himself,

before he had him put to death.

§ 2. Nay, Caius' madness rose to such a height, that when
he had a daughter born, he carried her into the Capitol,
and put her upon the knees of the statue, and said that
the child was common to him and to Jupiter, and affirmed
that she had two fathers, but which of these fathers was
the greatest he left undetermined. And yet men put
up with such actions ! He also gave leave to slaves to

' Puteoli. Poisuoli.
^ Now Casaluce, on the south side of the Forto di Miseno, at the

northern limit of the Bay of Naples.
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accuse their masters of any crimes whateTer they pleased

;

for all such accusations were terrible, because they were in

great part made to please him and at his suggestion, inso-

much that Pollux, Claudius' slave, had the boldness to lay

an accusation against Claudius himself, and Caius was not
ashamed to be present, and to hear the trial for his life

of his own uncle, in hope of being able to take him off,

although the result did not turn out to his mind. But
when he had filled the whole world which he governed with
false accusations and miseries, and had made slaves in a
great measure their masters' masters, many plots were laid

against him, for some conspired against his life in rage

and to revenge themselves for the miseries they had
already undergone from him, and others to take him off

before they should fall into such great miseries. And so

his death happened very opportunely for the preservation

of the laws of all nations, and had a great influence upon
the public welfare, and happened most happily for our

nation in particular, which would almost have utterly

perished if he had not been soon slain. I intend to give

a complete account of his murder, especially as it affords

great proof of the power of Grod, and great comfort to those

who are in afflictions, and soberness to those who think

their happiness will never end, instead of bringing them at

last to the most enduring miseries, if they do not conduct

their lives by the principles of virtue"^

§ 3. Now there were three conspiracies made to murder
Caius, and each of these three was headed by excellent

persons, .ffimilius Kegulus, a native of Corduba ' in Iberia,

got some men together, and was desirous to take Caius off

either by them, or by himself. Another conspiracy was
laid under the lead of Chserea Cassius, a tribune [of the

Praetorian guard]. Minucianus Annius was also one of

great consequence among those that were prepared to put

an end to Caius' tyranny. Now the reasons of these men's

hatredandconspiracy against Caiuswereas follows. Eegulus

had indignation and hatred against all injustice (for he

was by nature hot-tempered and frank, which made him
not conceal his counsels ; so he communicated them

' Cordova in Spain.
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to many of his friends, and to others who seemed to

him men of action) ; and Minucianus entered into con-

spiracy, because of the injustice done to Lepidus his par-

ticular friend, and one of the best of all the citizens, whom
Caius had slain, and also because he was afraid of him
himself, as Caius' wrath revelled in the slaughter of all

alike : and as for Chserea, he thought it no illiberal deed

to kill Caius, being ashamed of Caius constantly twitting

him with being effeminate,' as also because he was him-

self in danger every day from his friendship with Caius,

and the observance he paid him. These men opened their

plot to all wlio saw the injuries that were done them, and
who were desirous that by Caius' death they might escape

all this : for perhaps they would succeed, and it would

be a happy thing if they should to have so many excel-

lent fellow-conspirators, who earnestly wished to share

in their design for the delivery of the city and empire, even

at the hazard of their own lives. But Chserea was the

most zealous of them all, not only from a desire of getting

himself the greatest name, but also because of his access

to Caius' presence with less danger, because he was a

tribune [of the Praetorian guard], and so could the more
easily kill him.

§ 4. Now at this time came on the horse-races, the view

of which games is eagerly desired by the people of Eome,
for they come with great alacrity into the Circus at such
times, and crowd round in great multitudes, and petition

their emperors for what they stand in need of ; and they

usually do not think fit to deny them their requests, but

readily and graciously grant them. Accordingly now they

most importunately desired that Caius would ease them in

their tributes, and abate somewhat of the rigour of the taxes

imposed upon them. Buthewould notUsten to their petition,

and, as their clamours increased, he sent soldiers, some one

way, and some another, and gave orders that they should
arrest those that made the clamours, and without any
more ado, bring them out, and put them to death. These
were Caius' commands, and those who were commanded
carried them out, and the number of those slain on this

' See Suetonius, Caligula, 56.
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occasion was very great. Now the people saw this, and
bore it, and soon left off clamouring, because they saw
with their own eyes that this petition to be somewhat
relieved of the payment of their taxes brought imme-
diate death upon them. These things made Chaerea more
resolute to go on with his plot, in order to put an end
to this savageness of Caius against men. Frequently
he thought to fall upon Caius as he was feasting, but
he restrained himself by some considerations, not that he
had any doubt about killing him, but because he watched
for a proper season, that the attempt might not be in vain,

but might be carried out effectually.

§ 5. Chaerea had been in the army a long time, but was
not pleased with much intercourse with Caius. And
when Caius appointed him to exact the tribute and other

dues, which, when not paid in due time, were forfeited to the

emperor's treasury, he made some delay in exacting them,
because those burdens had been doubled, and rather in-

dulged his own mild disposition than carried out Caius'

commands, and indeed provoked Caius to anger by his

sparing men, and pitying the hard fortunes of those from
whom he demanded the taxes, and Caius upbraided him
with his sloth and effeminacy in being so long about col-

lecting the money. And indeed he not only affronted

him in other respects, but whenever he gave him the word
for the day in his turn, he gave him feminine words, ^ and
those of a very reproachful nature. And this he did,

having been initiated in the secrets of certain mysteries

which he had himself invented : for as he sometimes put

on women's clothes, and devised false curls, and did a

great many other things, in order to get taken for a woman,
so he ventured to taunt Chserea with the like 'womanish

behaviour. Andwhenever Chserea received the word for the

day from him, he was indignant at it, but still more when-

ever he had to pass it on to others, being laughed at by those

that received it, insomuch that his fellow-tribunes made him
their sport. For they would foretell that he would bring

them some of his usual amusing words whenever he was to

bring the word for the day from the emperor. For these

^ See Suetonius, Caligula, 56.
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reasons lie took the bold step of joining to him certain asso-

ciates, having just reasons for his indignation against Cains.

Now there was one Pompedius, a senator, who had gone
through almost all offices, but was in other respects an Epi-

curean, and one who for that reason loved to lead an inactive

life. Now Timidius, an enemy of his, informed Caius that

Pompedius had used unseemly reproaches against him, and
called Quintilia as a witness, a woman who was much run
after by many that frequented the theatre, and also by Pom-
pedius, because of her great beauty. Now as this woman
thought it monstrous to bear witness to a lying accusation

that touched the life of her lover, Timidius desired to

have her put to the torture. And Caius in his exasperation

commanded Chserea without any delay to torture Quintilia,

as he used to employ Chaerea in such bloody matters, and
whenever the rack was required, because he thought he
would do it the more severely to avoid the imputation of

effeminacy. But Quintilia, when she was brought to the

rack, trod upon the foot of one of her associates, and let

him know, that he might be of good courage, and not be
afraid of any consequences from her tortures ; for she would
bear them bravely. And Chserea tortured her in a cruel

manner, unwillingly indeed, and only because he was
compelled to act so for his own safety, and then brought
her, without her being the least moved at what she had
suffered, into the presence of Caius, and that in such a
condition as was sad to behold. And Caius, being some-
what affected by the sight of Quintilia, who had her body
miserably racked with pain, acquitted both her and Pom-
pedius of the crime laid to their charge. He also gave
her money to make her honourable amends, and comfort
her for the injury to her body which she had suffered,

and for her glorious patience under such dreadful
torments.

§ 6. This matter sorely grieved Chserea, as having been
the cause, as far as he could be, of such miseries to human
beings as seemed worthy of consolation to Caius himself

;

and he said to Clemens and to Papinius (of whom Clemens
was commander of the Praetorian body-guard, and Papinius
tribune,) " Certainly, Clemens, we have no way failed in

guarding the emperor ; for as to those that have con-
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spired against his government, some have been slain by
our forethought and pains, and some have been tortured
by us, and that to such a degree, that he has him-
self pitied them. How great then is our virtue in sub-
mitting to lead his armies

!

" Clemens was silent, but
showed the shame he felt in obeying Caius' orders both
by his looks and blushing countenance, though he thought
it by no means right to accuse the emperor in ex-

press words, lest his own safety should be endangered
thereby. Upon this Chaerea took courage, and spoke to

him without fear of danger, and descanted on the sore

calamities under which the city and empire then laboured,

and said, "We may indeed pretend in words that
Caius is the person to whom such miseries ought to be
imputed; but in the opinion of such as try to investi-

gate the truth, it is I, O Clemens, and Papinius here, and
before us both you yourself, who bring these tortures upon
the Romans and upon all mankind, not by our being sub-

servient to the commands of Caius, but by following our
own wish, for whereas it is in our power to put an end to

the life of this man, who has so terribly outraged the

citizens and his subjects, we are his body-guards and
executioners rather than soldiers, and are the instru-

ments of his cruelty. We carry weapons not for our liberty,

nor for the Roman empire, but only for his preservation,

who has enslaved both the bodies and miods of his sub-

jects, and we are every day polluted with the blood that

we shed, and the torments we inflict upon them, until some-

body shall become Cains' instrument in bringing the like

miseries upon ourselves. Nor does he thus employ us out

of good-vnll to us, but rather because he is suspicious of

us, as also because when many more have been killed

(for Caius will set no bounds to his wrath, since he acts thus

not out of regard to justice, but to his own pleasure,) we
shall also ourselves be a mark for his cruelty ; whereas we
ought to be the means of confirming the security and
liberty of everybody, and at the same time we ought to re-

solve to free ourselves from dangers."

§ 7. Then Clemens openly commended Chaerea's inten-

tion, but bade him be silent, for in case his words should

get out among many, and such things should spread abroad
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as were well to be concealed, the plot would be discovered
before it was executed, and thej would be brought to

punishment : so he recommended that they should leave

all to the future and the hope which arose thence that
some fortunate event would aid them ; as for himself,

his age would not permit him to take anj active part
in the attempt. " Although perhaps," he added, " I could
suggest what might be safer than what you, Chserea, have
contrived and urged, yet how is it possible for any one to

suggest what is more for your reputation ? " And Clemens
went his way home, reflecting on what he had heard, and
what he had himself said. Chserea was also in anxiety,

and went quickly to Cornelius Sabinus (who was himself
also a tribune, and one whom he also knew to be a
worthy man and lover of liberty, and so very much op-
posed to the present management of public affairs), being
desirous to carry out quickly what had been determined,
and thinking it well for him to propose it to him, not only
being afraid lest Clemens should inform against them, but
also looking upon procrastination and delay as next door
to abandoning the enterprise.

§ 8. Now aU this was agreeable to Sabinus, who had him-
self the same design as Chserea, but had been silent for
want of a person to whom he could safely communicate
his views, so now having met with one, who not only pro-
mised to conceal what he heard, but who also opened his
mind to him, he was much more encouraged, and desired
of Chserea that no delay might be made. So they went to

Minucianus, who was as virtuous a man, and as zealous to

do glorious actions, as themselves, and was suspected by
Caius on account of his murder of Lepidus ; for Minucianus
and Lepidus had been intimate friends, and both in fear
of their common dangers. For Caius was terrible to all

great men, not ceasing to rage against each of them in
particular, and all of them in general ; and men were
afraid of one another, while yet uneasy at the posture of
affairs, and hesitated to let one another see their mind
and hatred against Caius, from fear of danger, although
they perceived in other ways their mutual hatred of Caius,
and so did not cease to feel mutual good-will.

§ 9. When Minucianus and Chserea met together, and
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saluted one another, as they had been used in former
intercourse to give the first place to Minucianus, both on
account of his eminent merit (for he was the noblest of
all the citizens) and because he was highly commended by
aU men, especially when he made speeches, Minucianus
began first, and asked Chserea, what was the word he had
received for that day from Caius. For the insults which were
offeredChserea in givingthe words for the daywere notorious
all over the city. And Chserea made no delay to reply to that
question, from the joy he had that Minucianus had such
confidence in him as to discourse with him. "And do
you," said he, " give me Liberty as the word ! And I re-

turn you my thanks for having so greatly encouraged me
to exert myself in an extraordinary manner ; nor do I
stand in need of many words to embolden me, if you and
I are of the same mind, and sharers in the same resolu-

tion, even before this conversation. I have indeed but
one sword girt on, but it will be enough for us both.

Come on, therefore, let us set about the work. Do you go
first, if so minded, and bid me follow you, or else I will

go first, and you shall assist me, and I will rely on your
co-operation. Nor is there a necessity for even one sword
to such as have a mind disposed to action, for by the mind
the sword is wont to be sharpened. I am zealous about
this action, nor am I solicitous as to what I may myself
undergo ; for I am not at leisure to consider the dangers

that may come upon myself, so deeply am I troubled at

the slavery of our once free country, and at the abeyance

of our excellent laws, and at the destruction which hangs
over all men's heads owing to Caius. I hope that I may in

your judgment be esteemedworthy of credit inthese matters,

seeing that we are both of the same opinion, and that there

is no difference between us."

§ 10. When Minucianus saw the vehemence with which

Chserea delivered himself, he gladly embraced him, and
encouraged him in his bold attempt, commending and
embracing him, and so let him go with his good wishes

and prayers. And some afSrm that Minucianus confirmed

him in the execution of what had been agreed among
them. For, as Chserea entered the senate-house, they say

that a voice came from among the multitude to encourage
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him, which bade him finish what he was about, and take

the opportunity that providence afforded : and that Chaerea

at first suspected that one of the conspirators had turned

traitor, and that he was detected, but at last perceived

that it was by way of exhortation, whether someone who
knew what he was about gave a signal for his en-

couragement, or whether God himself, who looks upon
the actions of men, encouraged him to go on boldly in his

design. The plot had now been communicated to a great

many, and the conspirators were all armed, some of them
being senators, and some of the equestrian order, and all

the rest soldiers who were privy to the plot. For there was
not one of them who did not reckon it happiness to remove
Caius, and so theywere all very zealous in the affair, however
they might compass it, and resolved not to be behindhand
in these virtuous designs, but to be ready with all their

alacrity and power, both in words and actions, to slay the

tyrant. Another conspirator was Callistus (who was a

freedman of Caius), and was the only man who had arrived

at a very great degree of power under him, such a power,

indeed, as was in a manner equal to the power of the

tyrant himself, from the dread that all men had of him,
and from the great riches he had acquired ; for he took
bribes most freely, and insolently treated everybody, using
his power contrary to equity; he also knew the dispo-

sition of Caius to be implacable, and never to be turned
from what he had once resolved on ; he had also many
other reasons why he thought himself in danger, and not
least the vastness of his wealth. So he privately ingra-

tiated himself with Claudius, and transferred his court to

him, hoping if, after the removal of Caius, the empire
should come to him, his interest in such changes would
lay a foundation for his preserving his position under
Claudius, as he would have laid in beforehand a stock of
gratitude and good-will. He had also the audacity to pre-

tend that he had been ordered to kill Claudius by poison,

but had contrived ten thousand ways of delaying to do it.

But it seems probable to me that Callistus only pretended
this to ingratiate himseK with Claudius, for if Caius had
resolved in earnest to take off Claudius, he would not have
admitted of excuses from Callistus, nor would CaUistus have
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put it off, if he had been enjoined to do such an act because it

was desired by Caius, or, if he had disobeyed those injunc-

tions of his master, he would have had immediate punish-
ment : so that Claudius was preserved from the madness
of Caius by a certain, divine providence, and CaUistus pre-

tended tohave donehim such a kindness as heneverhad done.

§ 11. However, the execution of Chserea's design was
put off from day to day, from the hesitation of many of

the conspirators : for as to Chserea himself, he did not
willingly make any delay in carrying it out, thinking every

time a fit time for it. For frequent opportunities offered

themselves, as when Caius went up to the Capitol to sacri-

fice for his daughter, or when he stood on the roof of his

royal palace, and threw pieces of gold and silver among
the people, he might be pushed down headlong, because
the roof of the palace overlooking the forum was very

high ; and also when he celebrated the mysteries which he
had himseK instituted, he might easily he attacked, for he was
then no way secluded from the people, but solicitous to do
every thing formally and duly, and was free from all sus-

picion that he would then be attacked by any body. And
although the gods should afford Chaerea no indication that

he would be able to take away Caius' life, yet had he
strength sufficient to despatch him even without a sword.

So Chserea was angry with his fellow-conspirators, fearing

they would suffer opportunities to slip by ; and they were
sensible that he had just cause to be angry at them, and
that his eagerness was for their advantage ; however, they

desired that he would have a little longer patience, lest, if

their attempt failed, they should agitate the city, and when
search should be made for the conspirators, should make
the courage of those that were to attack Caius ineffec-

tual, as he would then secure himself more carefully

than ever against them. They thought therefore that

it would be best to set about the work when the shows
were exhibited in the palace. These shows were acted

in honour of that Csesar ' who first changed the common-

' Here Josephus supposes that it was Augustus, and not Julius

CiEsar, who first changed the Roman commonwealth into a monarchy
;

for these shows were in honour of Augustus, as we shall learn in the

next section but one.—W.
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wealth into a monarchy
;
galleries being fixed before the

palace, where the Eomans that were patricians sat as spec-

tators, with their children and wives, and the emperor him-
self also; and the conspirators reckoned, as many ten
thousands would be crowded there in a narrow space, that
they would have a favourable opportunity to make their

attack upon Caius as he came in ; because his body-guards,
even if any of them had a mind to do so, would not be
able to give him any assistance.

§ 12. Chserea consented to this delay, and it was re-

solved to do the deed the first day that the shows were
exhibited. But fortune, which allowed a further delay,

was too much for their preconcerted plan, and, as three
days of the regular time usual for these shows were
now over, they had much ado to get the business done
on the last day. So Chserea called the conspirators
together, and spoke to them as follows. " So much time
passed away without effect is a reproach to us, for delaying
to go through such a virtuous design as we are engaged
in ; but this delay will prove more fatal, if we be dis-

covered and the design be frustrated ; for Caius will then
become much more savage. Do we not see how long we
deprive all our friends of their liberty, and give Caius
leave still to tyrannize over them, whereas we ought to
have procured them security for the future, and by laying a
foundation for the happiness of others, have gained for our-
selves great admiration and honour for all time to come ?

"

Now, as the conspirators had nothing particular to say by
way of contradiction, and yet did not quite relish what
they were doing, but were silent and seemed dazed, he
said further, " my brave comrades ! why do we delay ?

Do not you see that this is the last day of these shows,
and that Caius is about to go to sea ? " (for he had made pre-
parations to sail to Alexandria in order to visit Egypt.) " Is
it then for your honour to let a man go out of your hands
who is a reproach to mankind, and to permit him to go
about in a magnificent procession of Eomans both by land
and sea ? Shall we not be justly ashamed of ourselves, if

some Egyptian or other, who shall think his injuries in-
sufferable to freemen, shall kill him ? As for myself, I
will no longer bear your procrastination, but will expose
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myself to the dangers of the enterprise this very day, and
bear cheerfully whatever shall be the consequences of the
attempt, let them be ever so great, for I will not put
ofE the affair any longer. For what can be more miserable
to a man of spirit than the thought that, while I am alive,

any one else should kill Caius, and deprive me of the honour
of so virtuous an action."

§ 13. When Chaerea had spoken thus, he zealously set

about the work, and inspired courage into the rest to go on
with it, and they were all eager to fall to it without further
delay. And he was at the palace early in the morning, with
his equestrian sword girt on, for it was the custom that the
tribunes should ask for the word for the day from the em-
peror with their swords on, and this was the day on which
Chaerea's turn was to receive the word. And the multitude
had already come to the palace, in great crowds and jostling

one another, to get a good place early for seeing the shows

;

and Caius was delighted with this eagerness of the multi-
tude, so no peculiar seats were appointed for the senators,

or for the equestrian order, but all sat-promiscuously, men
and women together, and free men mixed up with slaves.

So a way was made for Caius, and he oifered sacrifice to

Caesar Augustus, in whose honour indeed these shows were
celebrated. Now it happened, as one of the victims was
slain, that the toga of Asprenas, a senator, was sprinkled

with blood, which made Caius laugh, and was an evident

omen to Asprenas, for he was slain at the same time with
Caius. It is also stated that Caius was that day, con-

trary to his usual nature, so very affable and courteous in

his conversation, that every one of those that were present

were astonished. After the sacrifice was over, Caius be-

took himself to see the shows, and sat down for that

purpose, and his chief friends sat round him. Now the

theatre was constructed as follows, as it was put together

every year. It had two doors, one leading to the open air,

the other for going in or out of the portico, that those

within the theatre might not be thereby disturbed; but

out of one gallery there was an inward passage, parted

into partitions also, which led into another gallery, to give

room to the combatants, and to the musicians, to go out

as occasion served. When the multitude had sat down,

III. z
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and Chserea and the other tribunes were not far from
Caius (now the right corner of the theatre was allotted to

the emperor), one Vatinius, a senator, and commander of the
praetorian band, asked of Cluvius, who sat near him, and
was of consular dignity, whether he had heard any news
or not, but took care that nobody should hear what he
said. And when Cluvius replied, that he had heard no
news, "KJiow then," said Vatinius, "that the play of

tyrannicide is to be played to-day." And Cluvius said,

" Brave comrade ! hold thy peace, lest some other of the
Achseans hear thy tale." ' And as there was much fruit

scrambled among the spectators, as also a great number
of birds of great value to such as got them on account of

their rarity, Caius was amused with the fights and scuflB.es

of the spectators for them. Here also I understand ^ there
were two omens. For a Mime was introduced, in which
a leader of robbers was crucified, and the j)antomimic
dancer brought in a play called Cinyras, wherein he him-
self was slain and his daughter Myrrha, and wherein a
great deal of sham blood seemed to flow, both round
him that was crucified, and also round Cinyras. It is also

admitted, that this was the same day whereon Pausanias, a
friend of Philip (the son of Amyntas), king of Macedonia,
slew him as he was entering the theatre. And now
Caius was in doubt whether he would stay to the end of
the shows, as it was the last day, or whether he would not
go first to bathe and dine, and then return as on previous
days, when Minueianus, who sat above Caius, afraid that
the opportunity would fail them, got up, because he saw
that Chserea had already gone out, and was hastening out
to confirm him iu his resolution, when Caius took hold of
his garment in a free and easy way, and said to him, " My
good fellow, where are j'ou going? " Whereupon, out of
reverence to the emperor apparently, he sat down again,
but his fear prevailed, and in a little time he got up again,
and this time Caius did not at all oppose his going out,
thinking he went out to do some necessary act of nature.
And Asprenas, who was one of the conspirators also, per-
suaded Caius to go out to bathe and dine, as he had done

' An allusion to Homer, Iliad, xiv. 90.
^ I read fiavOavta.
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on previous days, and then to come in again, being de-
sirous that what had been resolved on might be brought
to a conclusion immediately.

§ 14. And Chserea and his associates posted themselves
as conveniently as they could, but it was not without great
effort that they could keep the place which was appointed
them. And they were put out by having to wait so long
to carry out their purpose, for it was already about the
ninth ' hour of the day, and Chserea, upon Caius' tarrying
so long, had a great mind to go in to him and attack
him on his seat. He foresaw however that this could not
be done without much bloodshed, both of the senators, and
of those of the equestrian order that were present ; but
although he knew this must result, yet had he a great
mind to do so, thinking it right to procure security and
freedom to all, even at the expense of such as might perish
at the same time. And as they were just going back to the
entrance to the theatre, the great applause told them that
Caius had risen up. Then the conspirators turned and
thrust back the crowd, on the pretext that they annoyed
Caius, but in reality being desirous to murder him securely

through depriving him of any to defend him. Now Claudius,

his uncle, and Marcus Vinicius, his sister's husband, as also

Valerius Asiaticus, preceded him, and though the conspira-

tors would have liked to thrust them out of the way too,

respect to their dignity hindered them from doing so, and
Caius came last with Paulus Arruntius. And when Caius

got within the palace, he left the direct road, along which
his servants stood that were in waiting, and which Claudius
and those with him had taken, and turned aside into a
private narrow passage, in order to go to the baths, as

also to look at some boys that had come from Asia, who
had been sent from thence partly to sing hymns in the

mysteries which were now being celebrated, partly to dance
the Pyrrhic dance at the theatres. And Chserea met him,

and asked him for the word ; and upon Cains' giving him
one of his mocking words, Chserea immediately reproached

him, and drew his sword, and gave him a terrible but not

' Suetonius says Caius was slain about the seventh hour of the day
;

Josephus, about the ninth. The series of the narration favours Josephus.

—W.
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mortal stroke with it. And although some say that it was
so contrived on purpose by Chserea, that Caius should not

be kUled at one blow, but should be punished more severely

by a number of wounds, yet this story appears to me in-

credible, because the fear men are in in such actions does-

not allow them to use their reason. And if Chaerea was of

that mind, I esteem him the greatest of all fools, for so

indulging his spite against Caius, rather than immediately

procuring safety to himself and his fellow-conspirators

from the danger they were in ; for many things might still

happen for Caius' help, if he had not already given up the

ghost. For certainly Chserea would not regard so much
the punishment of Caius as himself and his friends, when
it was in his power after such success to keep silent, and to

escape the wrath of Caius' defenders ; far less, when it was
uncertain whether he had gained the end he aimed at or

not, would he in a stupid way have been likely to act as if

he had a mind to ruin himself, and lose the opportunity.

But every one may conjecture as he pleases about this

matter. However, Caius staggered from the pain that the

blow gave him (for the sword wounded him between the

shoulder and the neck, but was prevented by the collar-

bone from proceeding any further,) but did not either cry

out in his astonishment, or call out for any of his friends

;

whether he had no confidence in them, or because he was
lightheaded, but he groaned from the excessive pain, and
moved forward to flee. Then Cornelius Sabinus, who had
already made up his mind, received him and thrust him
down upon his knee, and many others stood round about
him with one consent, and hacked at him with their swords,

and encouraged one another to repeat their blows. And all

agree that Aquila gave him the finishing stroke, which
instantly killed him. But one may justly ascribe this

murder to Chserea, for although many had a hand in the

act itself, yet was he the first contriver of it, and began
long before all the rest to prepare for it, and was the first

that spoke boldly of it to the rest ; and upon their approv-

ing of the project, he got the dispersed conspirators to-

gether, and prepared every thing in a clever manner, and
by suggesting good advice showed himself far superior

to the rest, and conciliated them by clever speeches, inso-
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much that he compelled even the timid to go on with the
enterprise, and when the time came for action, he appeared
ready first and gave the first blow, and also brought Caius
easily into the power of the rest, and almost tiUed him
himself, insomuch that it is but just to ascribe all that the
rest did to the advice and bravery of Chaerea, and to the
labours of his hands.

§ 15. Thus did Caius come to his end, and lay dead from
the many wounds which had been given him. And Chaerea
and the other conspirators, now Caius was dead, saw that
it was impossible for them to save themselves if they should
all go the same way. Tor not only were they unnerved by
what they had done (for they had incurred no small danger
by killing an emperor who was honoured and loved by the
madness of the people, and the soldiers were likely to make
a bloody inquiry after his murderers), but the road was
narrow where the deed was done, and also crowded with a
great number of Caius' attendants, and with such of the
soldiers as were the emperor's guard that day. So they
went by different ways, and reached the house of Germani-
cus, the father of Caius whom they had just killed (which
house joined on to the palace ; for though the palace was one
edifice, it had been built in its several parts by previous em-
perors, and those parts bore the names of those that buUt
them, or the name of him who had begun to build any of

them), and so they got away from the attack of the multi-

tude, and were for the present out of danger, as long as

what had happened to the emperor was not known. The
Oermans were the first that perceived that Caius was slaia.

These Germans were his body-guards, and had their name
from the country where they had been enlisted, and com-
posed the Celtic legion. The men of that country are

naturally passionate, which is not unfrequently the temper
of some other of the barbarous nations also, as they do not

much reason about what they do, but are strong in their

bodies, and rush upon their enemies at the first onset,

and wherever they go j)erform great exploits. When,
therefore, they knew that Caius was slain, they were very

sorry for it, because they did not judge public affairs on
their merits, but measured them by the advantages they

themselves received, (Caius being beloved by them because
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of the money he gave them, by which he had purchased
their good-will,) so they drew their swords, and Sabinus
led them on. He was their tribune, not because of the
virtue and nobility of his ancestors, for he had only been a.

gladiator, but he had obtained that position over these men
by his strength of body. Now these Germans marched along

the houses in quest of Caius' murderers, and cut Asprenas
to pieces, because he was the first man they fell in with,

whose garment the blood of the sacrifice had stained, as I

have stated already, whichwas ominous that his meetingwith
the soldiers would not be for his good. The next that met
them was Norbanus, who was one of the noblest of the

citizens, and could show many generals of armies among
his ancestors, but they paid no regard to his rank, but
he was of such great strength, that he wrested the sword
of the first of those that assaulted him out of his hands,

and showed plainly that he would not die without a fight

for his life, but he was surrounded at last by a great num-
ber of assailants, and died in consequence of the many
wounds which he received. The third they met was
Anteius, a senator, and a few others were with him. He
did not meet these Germans by chance, as the rest did be-

fore, but came to show his hatred to Caius, and to feast

his eyes with seeing Caius lie dead, and took a pleasure in

the sight, because Caius had banished Anteius' father, who
was of the same name as himself, and, not being satisfied

with that, had despatched soldiers to slay him. So he
had come to rejoice at the sight of him, now he was dead

;

but as the house was now all in confusion, though he tried

to hide himself, he could not escape the careful search
which the Germans made, for they barbarously slew alike

those that were guilty and those that were innocent. And
thus were these persons slain.

§ 16. But when the news that Caius was slain reached
the theatre, there was both panic and incredulity. For
some that heard of his destruction with great pleasure,

and were more desirous of its happening than of almost
any other satisfaction that could come to them, could
not beheve it for fear. There were also others who greatly

distrusted it,, because they were unwilling that any such
thing should happen to Caius, nor could they believe it.
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though ever so true, because they thought no one able to
kill Caius. These were the women, and youths, and slaves,

and some of the soldiers. These last had taken his pay,
and in a manner tyrannized with him, and had ill-treated

the best of the citizens, in obedience to his outrageous com-
mands, and to gain honours and advantages to them-
selves ; and the women and youths had been captivated, as

crowds are, with shows, and the fightiags of gladiators,

and distributions of meat, all which things were done
nominally to please the multitude, but in reality to

glut the savage madness of Caius. The slaves also were
loth to believe the news, because they were allowed by
Caius to accuse and despise their masters, and they could
have recourse to his assistance when they had acted in-

solently to them ; for he was very easy in believing them
against their masters, even when they accused them falsely

;

and, if they would discover what money their masters had,

they might soon obtain both liberty and riches as the

reward of their accusations, because the eighth part of

their masters' substance was assigned to these informers.
"^

As to the patricians, although the report appeared credible

to some of them, either because they knew of the plot

beforehand, or because they wished it might prove true,

they concealed not only the joy they felt at the news, but that

they had heard any news at all. These last acted so from
the fear they had that, if the report proved false, they

would be punished for having so soon let men know their

minds. And those that knew Caius was dead, because

they were privy to the conspiracy, concealed it still more,

not knowing one another's minds, and fearing lest they

should speak of it to some of those to whom the continuance

of tyranny was advantageous, and if Caius should prove

after all to be aUve, they might be informed against and
punished, for another report went about, that although

Caius had been wounded indeed, he was not dead, but still

aUve, and under the surgeon's hands. Nor was any one

looked upon by another as one to be trusted, and to whom
one might boldly open one's mind ; for he was either a

* The reward proposed by the Boman laws to informers was some-

times an eighth part of the criminal's goods, as here,' and sometimes a

fourth part, as Spanheira assures us from Suetonius and Tacitus.—W.
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friend to Caius, and therefore suspected to favour liis

tyranny, or lie was one that hated him, and therefore

might be suspected to deserve the less credit for what he
said, hecause of his ill-will to him. It was also reported by
some, (who deprived the patricians of all their hopes, and
made them sad indeed), that Caius despised the danger
he had been in, and took no care to heal his wounds,
but had got away to the forum, bloody as he was, and was
making an harangue to the people. And these were the

conjectural reports of those that were so unreasonable as

to endeavour to raise tumults, which were received different

ways according to the opinions of the hearers. However,
they did not leave their seats, for fear of being accused if

they should go out before the rest ; for they would not be

judged by the real intention with which they went oiit, but
by the conjectures of the accusers and judges.

§ 17. But when the multitude of Germans surrounded
the theatre with their swords drawn, all the spectators

looked for nothing but death, and upon every one's coming
in a fear seized upon them, as if they would be cut in

pieces immediately; and they were in great anxiety, not
having courage enough to go out of the theatre, and yet

not believing themselves safe from danger if they stayed
there. And when the Germans rushed in, the theatre

rang again with the cries and entreaties of the spec-

tators to the soldiers, for they pleaded that they were
entirely ignorant of every thing that related to an insur-

rection, and if any insurrection had been raised, they knew
nothing of what had happened. They therefore begged
that they would spare them, and not jmnish those that had
not the least hand in such bold crimes of other persons,

while they neglected to search after those who had really

done whatever had been done. Then did they appeal to

God, and deplore their infelicity with shedding of tears

and beating of their faces, and said every thing that the
most imminent danger, and the utmost concern for their

lives, could dictate to them. This broke the fury of the
soldiers, and made them repent of what they had intended
to do to the spectators, for that would have been barbarous,
and so it appeared even to these savages, who fixed the heads
of those that were slain with Asprenas upon the altar. At
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this dreadful sight the spectators were sorely afflicted, both
from the consideratiou of the rank of the persons, and
commiseration at their sufferings ; nay, indeed, they were
almost in as great terror at the prospect of the danger they
themselves were in, seeing it was still uncertainwhether they
should to the end escape the like calamity. And thus it came
ahout that such as thoroughly and justly hated Cains, were
yet robbed of pleasure at his death, because they were
themselves in jeopardy of perishing with him, nor had they
as yet any firm assurance of surviving.

§ 18. There was at this time one Euaristus Arruntius, a
public crier in the market, and therefore of a powerful
voice, who vied in wealth with the richest of the Eomans,
and was able to do what he pleased in the city both now
and afterwards. This man made himself look as mournful
as he could, (although he had greater hatred against Caius

than any one else, but his fear and astuteness to secure his

own safety taught him to conceal his present pleasure) and
put on such mourning as he would have done had he lost

his dearest friend in the world, and went to the theatre,

and announced the death of Caius, and so put an end
to the state of ignorance as to what had happened that

people were in. Paulus Arruntius also went round, and
called out to the Germans, as did the tribunes with him,

bidding them put up their swords, and telling them that

Caius was dead. And this most certainly saved the lives

of those that were assembled together in the theatre, and
all the rest who any way met the G-ermans ; for, while they

had hopes that Caius had still any breath in him, they ab-

stained from no sort of mischief ; and such an abundant

kindness had they still^or Caius, that they would willingly

have prevented the plot against him, and purchased his

escape from such an end at the expense of their own lives.

But they left off their eagerness to punish his enemies, now
they were fully satisfied that Caius was dead, because it

was now in vain for them to show their zeal and kindness

to him, as he that would reward them had perished. They
were also afraid, if they went on doing such injuries, that

they would be punished by the senate, if the authority de-

volved on them, or by the next emperor. And thus at

last a stop was put, though not without difiiculty, to the
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rage which possessed the Grermans on account of Cains'

death.

§ 19. Now Chserea was so much afraid for Minucianus,
lest he should fall in with the Germans, now they were in

their fury, and be killed by them, that he went and spoke
to every one of the soldiers, and prayed them to take care

of his preservation, and made himself great inquiry about
him, lest he should have been slain. As for Clemens, he
let Minucianus go (for he was brought to him) and, with
many other of the senators, affirmed the deed was right,

and commended the virtue of those that had contrived it,

and had had courage enough to execute it ; and said that

tyrants did indeed please themselves with tyranny and look

big for a while, but did not, however, go happily out of

the world, because they were hated by the virtuous, and
perished miserably like Caius, who had become a con-

spirator against himself, before those men who attacked
him had plotted against him, and by becoming intolerable

in his outrages, and by setting aside the wise provision the
laws had made, had taught his dearest friends to treat him
as an enemy, so that, though in common parlance the con-

spirators had slain Caius, yet in reality it was by his own
act that he now lay dead.

§ 20. Now by this time the people in the theatre had
risen from their seats, and those that were vfithin made a
very great disturbance, the reason of which was that the
spectators were in too great a hurry to get away. There
was also one Halcyon, a surgeon, who hurried away, as

if to cure those that were wounded, and on that pretext

sent those that were with him to fetch what things were
necessary for the healing of those wounded persons, but in

reality to free them from the imminent danger they were
in. Meantime the senate had met, and the people also had
assembled in the forum where they held their comitia, and
both were employed in searching after the murderers of

Caius. The people did this very zealously, but the senate
in appearance only ; for Valerius Asiaticus, a man of con-
sular authority, went to the people, as they were troubled
and very uneasy that they could not yet discover who had
murdered the emperor, and when he was earnestly asked
by them all, who it was that had done it, he replied, " I
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wish I had." The consuls also published an edict, wherein
they accused Caius, and ordered the people and soldiers to
go home, and gave the people hopes of abatement of their
grievances, and promised the soldiers if they kept quiet as
they used to do, and went not abroad to do mischief, that
they would bestow rewards upon them. For there was
reason to fear that the city would suffer harm from their
wild behaviour, if they should once betake themselves to
spoiling the citizens or plundering the temples. And now
the whole multitude of the senators were assembled to-

gether, and especially those that had conspired to take
away the life of Caius, who put on at this time an air of

great assurance and great contempt of others, as if the
administration of public affairs had already devolved upon
them.

CHAP. II.

Sow the Senators wished to restore the Repuilic ; hut the

soldiers were for preserving the Monarchy. The Murder
of Gains' Wife and Daughter. The character of Caius.

WHEN public affairs were in this condition, Claudius
was suddenly hurried away out of his house. For

the soldiers held a meeting, and when they had debated

about what was to be done, they saw that a democracy
was incapable of managing such a vast weight of public

affairs, and that if it should be set up it would not be for

their advantage : and if one of those already in power
should become emperor, it would in all respects be unsatis-

factory to them, if they did not assist him in his advance-

ment : it would therefore be well for them, while pubUc
affairs were still unsettled, to choose Claudius as em-
peror, who was imcle to the deceased Caius, and of greater

dignity than any of those senators who were assembled to-

gether, both on account of the virtue of his ancestors, and
the attention he had paid to learning, and who, if once

made emperor, would reward them according to their de-

serts, and bestow largesses upon them. This was their
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plan, and they executed it immediately. Claudius was
therefore seized upon by the soldiers. But Cnseus Sentius

Satumiaus, although he had heard of the seizing of Clau-

dius, and that he intended to claim the throne, unwillingly

indeed in appearance, but in reality with his consent, stood

up in the senate, and, without being dismayed, addressed

them in a manner suitable to free and noble men, and spoke

as follows.

§ 2. " Although it seems incredible, Romans, because

of the great length of time since so unexpected an event

has happened, yet are we now in possession of liberty.

How long indeed it will last is uncertain, and lies at the

disposal of the gods, whose grant it is, yet is it sufficient to

make us rejoice, and be happy for the present, although
we may soon be deprived of it ; for to those that love virtue

one hour is sufficient spent in freedom in our country, which
is now independent and governed by such laws as it once
flourished under. As for myself, I cannot remember our
former time of liberty, for I was bom after it had passed
away, but I am beyond measure filled with joy at the

thought of our present freedom, and esteem those happy
men that were bom and bred up in it, and I think these

men worthy of no less honour than the gods themselves,

who have, though late, given us a taste of it in this age.

May secure enjoyment of it continue to all ages : though
this single day may suffice for our youth, as well as for our
old men. It wiU seem an age to our old men, if they die

during its hapjiy duration ; it will also insti-uct our yoimger
men what kind of virtue those men had from whom we
are sprung. As for ourselves, nothing will be more to

our advantage in the present than to live virtuously, for it is

virtue alone that can preserve men their liberty. As to our
ancient state I have heard from others, but as to our later

state, I have personally seen and known what mischiefs
tyrannies have brought upon our polity, discouraging all

virtue, and dejjriving persons of magnanimity of their

liberty, and teaching flattery and fear, because they leave

public affairs to be governed not by the wisdom of the laws,

but by the caprice of our rulers. For since Julius Csesar

took it into his head to overthrow our democracy, and, by
violating the regular system of our laws, brought disorders
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into our polity, and got above right and justice, and was a-

slave to his own inclinations, there is no evil that has not
plagued our state, as all those that have succeeded him
have vied with one another to overthrow the ancient laws
of our country, and to leave it destitute of all citizens of

noble principles, because they thought it for their safety to

have only vicious men to deal with, and not only to break
the spirits of those that were best esteemed for their virtue,

but to resolve upon their utter destruction. Of all these

tyrants, who have been many in number, and who have
laid upon us an insufferable burden during their reigns,

this Caius, who has been slain to-day, has brought more
terrible calamities upon us than did all the rest, not only

by wreaking his ungovernable rage upon his fellow-citizens,

but also upon his kindred and friends, inflicting upon all

alike still greater miseries by exacting unjust punish-

ments, being equally furious against men and against the

gods. For tyrants are not content to gain their pleasure

by doing inJTiries, or by tampering both with men's es-

tates and wives, but they look upon it as entire gain when
they can utterly overthrow the entire families of their

enemies. So hateful to tyrants is all liberty, nor can even

those gain their friendship that patiently endure whatever

miseries they bring on them. For as they are conscious of

the abundant evils they have brought on several, and how
nobly they have borne their hard fortune, they cannot but

be sensible what evils they have done them, and so only

think they can get security, so suspicious are they, by
putting them entirely out of the world. Since, then, we are

now got clear of so great a plague, and are only account-

able to one another (which form of government affords us

the best assurance of present concord and future security

from evil designs, and will be most for our own glory in

putting the state in good order), you ought every one of

you personally to look to the public interests of everybody,

nay, even to oppose measures which have been proposed that

you dislike, and that without any danger, because there

is now no irresponsible despot to do mischief to the state,

with absolute power to take off those that freely de-

clare their opinions. Nor has any thing so much contri-

buted to the increase of tyranny of late as sloth and- timi-
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dity in contradicting the emperor's will ; for men had too

great love for the sweets of peace, and had learned to live

like slaves. And as many of us as either suffered intolerable

calamities, or saw the miseries of our neighbours, because

we dreaded dying virtuously, had the prospect of death

with the utmost infamy. We ought, then, in the first

place, to decree the greatest honours we are able to those

that have taken ofE the tyrant, especially to Chaerea Cas-

sius. For this one man, with the aid of the gods, has by
his counsel and actions been the procurer of our liberty,

nor ought we to be ungrateful to him, seeing that he under
a tyranny conspired and hazarded his life for our liberty,

but we ought to decree him honours, and exhibit this as

our first spontaneous act. And certainly it is a very excel-

lent thing, and one well becoming freemen, to requite

benefactors, such as this man has been to us all, though
unlike Cassius and Brutus who slew Caius Julius [Csesar]

;

for they laid the foundations of sedition and civil war in

our city, but this man by his tyrannicide has set our city

free from all the mischiefs that came therefrom."

§ 3. This was the gist of Sentius' oration, which was
received with pleasure by the senators, and by as many of

the equestrian order as were present. And now one Tre-

belUus Maximus rose up hastily, and took off Sentius'

finger a ring, which had a stone with the image of Caius
engraven upon it, and which, in his zeal in speaking, and
earnestness in what he was about, he had forgotten (it was
supposed) to take off himself. The intaglio was broken
immediately. And, as it was now far in the night,

Chaerea demanded of the consuls the word, and they gave
him Liberty. What had happened seemed wonderful to

them and almost incredible. For it was a hundred years
since the democracy had been set aside, when this giving
the word for the day returned to the consuls ; for, before
the city was governed by tyrants, they were the commanders
of the soldiers. And when Chaerea had received the word,
he passed it on to those soldiers who were on the senate's

side, which were four regiments, who esteemed government
without emperors to be preferable to tyranny. And these
went away with their tribunes. The people also now de-

parted verj' joyful, full of hope and courage at having
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recovered their former power, and being no longer under
an emperor. And Chserea was everybody with them.

§ 4. And now Chserea was very uneasy that Caius' wife

and daughter were stiU alive, and that all his family had
not perished with him, since whoever was left of them
would be left for the ruin of the city and the laws. So,

being anxious to complete his work, and satisfy his hatred

of Caius, he sent Julius Lupus, one of the tribunes, to kill

Caius' wife and daughter. They proposed this office to

Lupus, as a kinsman of Clemens, that he might be so far

a partaker in the tyrannicide, and might get credit for his

virtue among the citizens, and might seem to have been

one of the original conspirators. But it appeared to some
of the conspirators cruel to use such severity to a woman,
because Caius, in all that he did, indulged his own ill-

nature more than used her advice, and it was owing to

him {and not her) that the city was in such a desperate

condition of misery, and the flower of the citizens de-

stroyed. But others accused her of giving her consent

to these things, nay, they ascribed all that Caius had done

to her as the cause of it, and said that she had given a

philtre to Caius, which had made him enslaved to her will,

and had tied him down to love her, so that she, having

made him mad, was herself the author of all the misfor-

tunes that had befallen the Romans and the world that

was subject to them. So that at last it was determined

that she must die, for those of the contrary opinion could

not at all prevail to have her saved, and Lupus was sent

accordingly. Nor did he make any delay in executing his

errand, but he took the first opportunity to obey those that

sent him, being desirous to be no way blamable in what

was done for the advantage of the people. So he went to

the palace, and found Csesonia, Caius' wife, lying by her

husband's dead body, which also lay on the ground, and

was destitute of all such things as the law allows to the

dead, and herself besmeared all over with the blood of her

husband's wounds, and in the greatest affliction, her

daughter lying by her side also: and nothing else was

heard from her in these circumstances but blaming Caius

for not having attended to what she had so often told

him beforehand ; which words of hers were taken in two
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senses even at that time, and are now esteemed equally

ambiguous by those that hear them, and are still interpreted

according to the different inclinations of people. For some
said that the words denoted, that she had advised him to

leave off his mad behaviour and cruelty to the citizens, and
to govern the public with moderation and virtue, lest he
should perish by their using him as he had used them.
Others said, as certain words had passed concerning the

conspirators, that she desired Caius to inake no delay, but
immediately to put them all to death, and that whether
they were guilty or not, and so he would be out of fear of

any danger ; and that this was what she now blamed
him for, for being too tender in the matter when she had
advised him to slay them all. And this was what Csesonia

said, and what the opinions of men were about it. But
when she saw Lupus approach, she showed him Cains'

dead body, and begged him to come near with lamentation
and tears ; and when she noticed that Lupus seemed un-
settled in his purpose, and approached her as if to do some-
thing disagreeable to himself, she was well aware for what
purpose he came, and bared her throat very readily, be-
wailing her case like people who utterly despair of their

life, and bidding him not delay to end the tragedy they
had resolved upon relating to her. So she boldly received
her death at the hand of Lupus, as did her daughter after

her. Then Lupus made haste to inform Chserea of what
he had done.

/3 5. Such was the end of Caius, after he had reigned
four years all but four months. Even before he came to

be emperor he was ill-natured, and one that had arrived at

the utmost pitch of wickedness ; a slave to pleasure, and a
lover of calumny

;
greatly afraid of what was formidable,

and of a very murderous disposition, where he durst show
it. He enjoyed his power to this only purpose, to injure
those that least deserved it with unreasonable arrogance,
and he got his wealth by murder and injustice. He laboured
to appear above the gods and the laws, but was a slave to
the praises of the populace ; and whatever the laws deter-

mined to be shameful, and censured, that he esteemed
more honourable than virtue. He was unmindful of his

friends, however intimate, and though they were persons of
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the Mghest character ; and, if he was once angry at any
of them, he would inflict punishment upon them for the

most trifling matters, and esteemed every man that endea-

voured to lead a virtuous life his enemy. And whatever

he commanded, he would admit of no contradiction to his

desires, so it was that he committed incest with his o^wn

sister,' on which account chiefly it was that a bitter hatred

first sprang up against him among the citizens, that sort

of incest not having been kno^wn for a long time, and so it

provoked men to distrust and hate him that was guilty of

it. As for any great or royal work that he ever did, which

might be for the advantage of his contemporaries or

posterity, nobody could name any such, except the haven

that he made about Rhegium ' and Sicily, for the ships that

brought com from Egypt ; which was indeed indisputably

a very great work in i'tself , and of very great advantage for

navigation. Tet this work was not brought to perfection

by him, but was left only haK finished because of his

want of application to it ; the reason was that he dissipated

his energy on useless matters, and as he spent his money
upon pleasures such as tended to no one's benefit but his

own, he could not be liberal in things that were undeniably

of greater consequence. In other respects he was an ex-

cellent orator, and thoroughly acquainted -with the Greek

tongue, as well as with his o^wn mother-tongue, the Latin.

He was also able, off-hand and readily, to give answers to

compositions made by others of considerable length. He
was also more skilful in persuading others in important

cases than any one else in consequence of a natural facility,

which had been improved by much exercise and pains-

taking. For as he was the grandson ' of the brother of

Tiberius, whose successor he was, this was a strong com-

pulsion to his prosecution of learning, because Tiberius

' Spanheim here notes from Suetonius, that the name of Caius'

sister, with whom he was guilty of incest, was Drusilla; and that

Suetonius adds, he was guilty of the same crime with all his sisters also.

He notes further, that Suetonius omits the mention of the liaven for

ships, which our author esteems the only great public work which Caius

left behind him, though in an imperfect condition.—W.
* Reggio, on the east side of the Straits of Messina.

' This Caius was the son of that excellent person Germanicus
;
who

was the son of Drusus, the brother of Tiberius the emperor.—W.

ITI. A A
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was eminent for his success in learning, and Caius aspired

after the like glorj for eloquence, being induced thereto by
the letters of his kinsman and emperor. He was also fore-

most of the citizens of his own age, but the advantages he
received from his learning did not counterbalance the mis-

chief he brought upon himself by his license ; so difficult

is it for those to get the virtue of seK-control who have
irresponsible freedom of action. At first he got himself

such friends as were in all respects most worthy, and was
greatly beloved by them, in consequence of his learning

and emulating the glory of the best men ; until from his

excessive injuries to them, they laid aside the kiaduess

they had for him, and began to hate him, from which hatred

came theplot which they raised against him, in which he
perishedrr

CHAP. III.

How Claudius was seized, and brought out of his House, and
taken to the Camp, and how the Senate sent an Embassage
to him.

§1-

NOW Claudius, as I said before, had taken a difEerent road
to Caius, and, as the royal family were greatly put out

by the sad murder of the emperor, he was in great anxiety

how to save himself, and was found to have hidden himself
in a certain narrow passage, though he had no reason for

suspicion of danger besides the dignity of his birth. Tor
he lived privately and behaved himseK with moderation,
and was contented with his present fortune, applying
himself to learning, and especially to that of the Greeks,
and holding himself entirely aloof from every thing that
might bring trouble. But as at this time the multitude
were in consternation, and the whole palace was full of the
fury of the soldiers, and the emperor's body-guards seemed
in the same panic and confusion as private persons, the
band called praetorian, which was the purest part of the
army, held a consultation as to what was to be done at this

juncture. Now all those that were present at this consulta-

tion, had little regard to the punishment Caius had suffered,
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because lie justly deserved his fate, but rather considered
their own fortunes, how they might take the best care of
themselves, especially as the Germans were busy in punish-
ing the murderers of Caius, rather to gratify their own
savage temper, than for the good of the public. AH these
things troubled Claudius, who was afraid for his own
safety, especially when he saw the heads of Asprenas and
his feUow-conspirators carried about. He stood in a certain

place ascended by a few steps, where he had retired in the
dark. And when G-ratus, who was one of the soldiers that
belonged to the palace, saw him, but could not well tell by
his countenance who he was, because it was dark, though
he could see that it was some one who was hiding, he
went nearer to him, and when Claudius desired that he
would retire, he discovered who he was, and said to his

followers, " This is a Germanicus ;
' come, let us choose

him for our emperor." And when Claudius saw that they

were preparing to take him away by force, and was afraid

they would kill him, as they had kUled Caius, he besought
them to spare him, reminding them how quietly he had
demeaned himself, and that he was unacquainted with all

that had been done. Thereupon Gratus smiled upon him,

and took him by the right hand, and said, " Leave off these

humble thoughts of saving yourself, while you ought to

have greater thoughts, even of obtaining the empire, which
the gods, in their concern for the world, have committed
to your virtue by taking Caius out of the way. Go, there-

fore, and take the throne of your ancestors." So he lifted

him up and carried him, because he was unable to walk,

such was his mingled dread and joy at what Gratus said to

him.

§ 2. Now there were already gathered round Gratus

a great number of the body-guards, and when they saw

Claudius carried ofE, they looked sad, supposing that

he was being dragged to execution for the mischief that

had been lately done, though he was a man who had never

meddled with public affairs aU his life long, and had been

' How Claudius, son of Drusus, and brother of Germanicus, could

be here himself called Germanicus, Suetonius informs us, when he

tells us that by a decree of the senate, the surname of Germanicus was

bestowed upon Drusus and his posterity also. Sueton. Claud, i.—W.
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in great danger during the reign of Caius ; and some of
them thought it well that the consuls should take cogni-

zance of the matter. And, as more and more of the sol-

diers got together, the crowd gave way, and Claudius could

hardly go forward from weakness of body, and those who
carried his litter, when they heard of his being carried off,

ran away and saved themselves, despairing of their lord's

safety. But when they were come into the large court of

the palace (which, as the report goes about it, was the first

part inhabited in the city of Eome), and had just got to

the public treasury, many more soldiers flocked to him,
being glad to see Claudius' face, and thought it exceeding
right to make him emperor, on account of their kindness
for Germanicus, who was his brother, and had left behind
him a great reputation among all that were acquainted
with him. They reflected also on the covetousness of the
leading men of the senate, and what great errors they had
been guilty of formerly, when they were in power. They
also considered the difficulty of the situation, as also what
danger they would be in, if the government should devolve
upon any individual but Claudius, who would take it as

their grant and favour, and would be grateful for the
benefit they had done him, and make them a sufficient

recompense for the same.

§ 3. These were the discourses the soldiers had with
one another and by themselves, and they communicated
them to all such as came near them. And they, on hear-
ing it, willingly embraced the proposal, and they carried

Claudius to the camp, crowding round him as his guard,
and bearing him aloft in a litter, that their impatience
might not be thwarted. As to the populace and senate
they differed in their opinions. The latter were very
desirous to recover their former dignity, and anxious to
get rid of the slavery that had been imposed on them by
the insolence of their tyrants, now that they had an op-
portunity afforded them ; but the people, who were envious
of them, and knew that the emperors were able to curb
their arrogance, and were a protection to themselves, were
very glad that Claudius had been carried off by the army,
and thought that if he were made emperor, he would pre-

vent such a civil war as there was in the days of Pompey.
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But when tlie senate knew that Claudius had been taken

to the camp by the soldiers, they sent to him those of their

body who had the best character for virtue, to recommend
him to do nothing to gain power by violence, but to submit
to the senate, as he was either already, or would hereafter

be, one of their body, which consisted of so many persons,

and to submit to the law in aU that related to public order,

and to remember how greatly previous tyrants had afflicted

their state, and what dangers both he and they had run
under Caius, for they said he ought not to hate the heavy
burden of tyranny, when the injury was done by others,

and yet be himself willing to play havock with his country.

They added that if he would hearken to them, and show
that his determination was to live quietly and virtuously

as before, he would have the greatest honours decreed to

him that a free people could bestow, and by subjecting

himself in part to the law, would obtain this commendation,

that he acted like a man of virtue both as a ruler and
subject ; but if he would act recklessly, and learn no wisdom
by Caius' death, they would not permit it. For a great

section of the army (they added) sided with them, and they

had plenty of weapons, and a great nimiber of slaves to

make use of : and hope played a great part in such cases,

and fortune and the gods never assisted any but those that

exerted themselves with virtue and goodness, who could only

be such as fought for the liberty of their country.

§ 4. Such was the speech that the envoys, Veranius and
Brocchus, who were both tribunes of the people, made to

Claudius, and falling down upon their knees, begged of

him, that he would not bring the city into wars and mis-

fortunes. But when they saw what a multitude of soldiers

surrounded and guarded Claudius, and that the consuls

were totally inadequate to cope with them, they added

that, if he desired the empire, he should accept it as given

by the senate, for he would be happier in it and take it

under better auspices, if he did not seize it by violence,

but accepted it from the good-will of those who offered it

to him.
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CHAP. IV.

What King Agrippa did for Claudius, and how Claudius^
when he had become Emperor, commanded the Murderers
of Gains to be slain.

§1-

NOW Claudius, though he was not blind to the pre-

sumption of this message from the senate, yet be-
haved himself for the present with moderation, as they
advised. However, he recovered from his fright, being
encouraged partly by the boldness of the soldiers, and
partly by king Agrippa, who exhorted him not to let

such an empire slip out of his hands, when it came thus
spontaneously to him. King Agrippa acted also to Caius
as became one who had been so much honoured by him

;

for he embraced Caius' body after he was dead, and laid it

upon a bed, and laid it out as well as he could, and went
to the body-guards, and told them that Caius was still

alive, but bade them fetch surgeons, for he was very ill of
his wounds. But when he learned that Claudius had been
carried ofE by the soldiers, he pushed through the crowd
to him, and when he found that he was in a condition of
terror, and ready to yield to the senate, he encouraged him,
and bade him stick to the empire. And when he had
said this to Claudius, he returned home, and, upon the
senate's sending for him, he anointed his head with oint-
ment, as if he had just come from a festive party, and so
went to them, and also asked the senators what Claudius
had done. And when they told him the present state of
affairs, and further asked his opinion on the whole matter,
he at once told them that he was ready to lose his life for
the honour of the senate, but desired them to consider
what was for their advantage, without any regard to their
personal desires. For those who grasped at government,
stood in need of weapons, and soldiers to guard them,
lest being unprepared they should fall into danger. And
when the senate replied, that they could bring weapons
and money in abundance, and that as to an army, part of it

was already mustered together, and they could raise a larger
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one by giving the slaves their liberty, Agrippa made the
following answer. " O senators ! may you be able to do
what you desire ; but I will without any hesitation tell

you my thoughts, because they tend to your preservation.

Know, then, that the army which will fight on behalf of

Claudius has been long trained in war, while our army will

be no better than a mob and rabble, as it is composed of

such as have been imexpectedly freed from slavery, and are

without discipline ; we shall therefore bring up against

those who are skilful in war men who know not so much
as how to draw their swords. My opinion therefore is,

that we should send some persons to Claudius, to urge
him to lay down the government, and I am ready to be
one of your ambassadors."

§ 2. Upon this speech of Agrippa, the senate complied
with him, and he was sent with others, and privately in-

formed Claudius of the alarm of the senate, and advised

him to answer them in a somewhat commanding strain,

and as one invested with dignity and authority. So Clau-

dius replied that he did not wonder the senate did not wish

to have an emperor over them, because they had been
harassed by the savageness of those who had formerly been
at the head of affairs ; but they should enjoy an equitable

government and good times under him, for he would only

be their ruler in name, but the authority should be com-
mon to all. And since he had passed through many and
various scenes of life before their eyes, it would be well

for them not to distrust him. The ambassadors, upon
receiving this answer, were dismissed. And Claudius

harangued the army which was gathered together, and
made them swear that they would remain faithful to him,

and gave the body-guards five thousand drachmae apiece,'

and a proportionable quantity to their captains, and pro-

mised to give the same to the rest of the armies wherever

they were.

§ 3. And now the consuls convoked the senate to the

temple of Jupiter Stator, while it was still night. But

' This number of drachmae to be distributed to each private soldier,

5,000 drachmae, equal to 20,000 sesterces, or £161 sterling, seems much
too large, and directly contradicts Suetonius, chap, x., who makes
them in all but fifteen sesterces, or 2s. id.— \V.
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some of the senators concealed themselves in the city, being

uncertain what to do on the hearing of this summons, and
some of them retired to their estates in the country, fore-

seeing the issue of public affairs, and despairing of liberty,

supposing it much better for them to be slaves without

danger to themselves, and to live a lazy and inactive life,

than, by trying to gain the glory of their forefathers, to

hazard their own safety. So a hundred and no more
met together, and as they -were deliberating about the

present posture of affairs, a sudden clamour was raised

by the soldiers that were on their side, bidding the senate

to choose an emperor, and not to ruin the state by setting

up a multitude of rulers. Thus they fully declared them-
selves to be for giving the government not to all, but to

one ; but they gave the senate leave to look out for a per-

son worthy to be set over them. And now the situation of

the senate was much worse than before ; because they had
not only failed in the recovery of their vaunted liberty, but
were afraid of Claudius also. Yet there were some of

them that hankered after the chief power, both on account

of the dignity of their families, and that accruing to them
by their marriages. For Marcus Minucianus was illus-

trious, both from his own nobility, and from his having
married Julia, the sister of Caius, and accordingly was
very ready to claim the government, although the consuls

discouraged him on one pretext or another. And Minu-
cianus, who was one of Caius' murderers, restrained Vale-

rius Asiaticus from thinking of such things. And indeed
there would have been a prodigious slaughter, if those men
who desired to be emperors had been permitted to set

up themselves in opposition to Claudius. There were also

a considerable number of gladiators, and of those soldiers

who kept watch by night in the city, and of rowers who
flocked to the camp ; so that of those who claimed the
empire, some gave up their pretensions to spare the city,

and others from fear for their own safety.

§ 4. Now at first dawn of day Cliserea, and those that

were associated with him, went to the senate, and at-

tempted to make speeches to the soldiers. However, the

mass of the soldiers, when they saw that they were
making signals for silence with their hands, and were
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going to begin to speak to them, grew tumultuous, and
would not let them speak at aU, because they all desired
to be under the rule of one ; and they demanded of the senate
an emperor, for they would endure no longer delays. But the
senate were in a fix about either their own governing, or
how they should be governed, for the soldiers would not
allow them to govern, and the murderers of Caius would
not permit the soldiers to dictate to them. As affairs were
in this posture, Chaerea was not able to contain his anger
at their demand for an emperor, and promised that he
would give them a leader, if any one would bring him the
word for the day from Eutychus. Now this Eutychus was
charioteer of the green faction in the Circus at Rome,' and
a great friend of Caius, who used to tire out the soldiers with
building stables for his horses, and put them to igno-
minious labours. Chaerea reproached them with this, and
other similar things, and told them, he would bring them
the head of Claudius, for it was monstrous after a madman
to have a fool for emperor. But they were not moved with
his words, but drew their swords, and took up their stan-

dards, and went to Claudius, to join in taking the oath of

fidelity to him. So the senate were left without anybody
to defend them, and the consuls had no more authority than
private persons : and there was great consternation and de-

jection, men not knowing what would become of them, be-

cause Claudius was irritated by them ; so they fell to re-

proaching one another, and repented of what they had
done. At this juncture Sabinus, one of Caius' murderers,

came forward and threatened to kill himself sooner than
consent to make Claudius emperor, and see slavery re-

turning upon them; and also rebuked Chaerea for loving

life, since he, who was first in his contempt of Caius,

could think it good to live, now that (after all they had
done) they found it impossible to recover their liberty.

But Chaerea said he had not changed his mind at all about

killing himself, but he would sound the intentions of

Claudius first.

§ 5. Such was the posture of affairs in the senate. But
in the camp every body was pushing their way from all

' See Juvenal, xi. 196, Gibbon, ch. 40.
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sides to pay their court to Claudius, and one of the consuls,

Quintus Pomponius, was especially reproached by the sol-

diers for having exhorted the senate to recover their

liberty, and they drew their swords, and rushed at him,
and would have murdered him, if Claudius had not
hindered them. For he snatched the consul out of the
danger he was in, and set him by his side ; but he did not
receive those of the senate who had sided with Quintus in

the like honourable manner ; for some of them received

blows, and were thrust away as they came to salute

Claudius, and Aponius went away wounded, and all were
in danger. Then king Agrippa went up to Claudius, and
desired he would treat the senators more gently ; for if

any mischief should come to the senate, he would have no
others over whom to rule. And Claudius listened to him,
and called the senate together to the palace, and was
carried there himself in his litter through the city, the
soldiers escorting him not without injuring the multi-
tude a good deal. And Chserea and Sabinus, two of

Caius' murderers, went about openly, though PoUio, whom
Claudius had a little before made captain of his body-
guards, had sent them a letter, forbidding them to appear
in public. So Claudius, upon his reaching the palace, got
his friends together, and desired their opinion as to

Chaerea. They said that the deed done seemed a glorious

one, but they accused the doer of disloyalty, and thought
it just to inflict condign punishment upon him, to dis-

countenance such actions for the time to come. So Chserea
was led out to execution, and Lupus and many other Romans
with him. And it is reported that Chserea bore his fate

nobly, as was evidenced not only by the firmness of his
own behaviour under it, but by his reproach to Lupus, who
fell into tears ; for when Lupus had laid his garment
aside and complained of the cold,' Chserea said that cold
never hurt lupus [i.e. a wolf]. And as a great multitude
followed to see the sight, when Chserea came to the place
of execution, he asked the soldier who was to be their

executioner whether the office was one he was used to, or

' This piercing cold here romplained of by Lupus, agrees well to the

time of the year when Claudius began his reign : that being a few days
after January 24th, the day on which Caius was murdered.—W.
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whether this was the first time of his using his sword in
that manner, and bade him fetch the very sword with
which he himseH had slain Caius. And he was happily
killed at one stroke ; but Lupus did not meet with such
good fortune in going out of the world, as he was timid,

and had many blows levelled at his neck, because he did
not stretch it out boldly.

§ 6. Now, a few days after this, as the festival called the
Parentalia' was just at hand, the Eoman multitude made
their usual offerings to their dead relatives, and put por-

tions into the fire in honour of Chserea, and besought him
to be propitious to them, and not angry with them for their

ingratitude. Such was the end of Chaerea. As for Sabinus,

although Claudius not only set him at liberty, but gave him
leave to retain his former command in the army, he thought
it would be unjust in him to fail in good faith to his fellow-

conspirators, so he fell upon his sword and killed himself,

driving his sword up to the very hilt in the wound.

CHAP. V.

Sow Claudius restored to Agrippa his Grandfather's King-
doms, and augmented his Dominions, and how he published

an Edict in behalf of the Jews.

§1-

NOW, when Claudius had speedily got rid of all the

soldiers whom he suspected, he published an edict,

wherein he confirmed to Agrippa the kingdom which Caius

had given him, and commended the king highly. He also

added to it all the territory over which his grandfather

Herod had reigned, that is, Judaea and Samaria : and this

he restored to him as due to his family. As for Abila,^

that had belonged to Lysanias, and all the country near

' A festival at Rome in honour of dead relatives. Our All Souls'

Day.
^ The capital of the tetrarchy of Abilene (Luke iii. 1). The ruins

are near Nebi Habil, not far from the remarkable gorge called S&k
Wddy Barada.
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Mount Libanus, he bestowed tbem upon him, as out of his

own territory. He also made a league with Agrippa, con-
firmed by oaths, in the middle of the forum, in the city of

Eome. He also took away from Antiochus the kingdom
which he had, but gave him a portion of Cilicia and Com-
magene.' He also set at liberty Alexander Lysimachus, the

Alabarch, who had been his old friend, and steward to his

mother Antonia, but had been imprisoned by the anger of

Caius. Now Marcus, Alexander's son, had married Bere-
nice, the daughter of Agrippa ; and when Marcus died,

who had married her when she was a virgin, Agrippa gave
her in marriage to his brother Herod, and begged of

Claudius the kingdom of Chalcis^ for him.

§ 2. Now, about this time, there was strife between
the Jews and Greeks in the city of Alexandria. For
when Caius was dead the nation of the Jews, which had
been very much oppressed imder his reign, and very badly
treated by the people of Alexandria, recovered courage and
immediately took up arms. And Claudius sent an order to

the governor of Egypt to quiet the tumult. He also sent

an edict, at the requests of king Agrippa and king Herod,
both to Alexandria and to Syria, whose contents were as

follows. " Tiberius Claudius Csesar, Augustus, Germanicus,
Pontifex Maximus, and Tribune of the people, ordains as
follows. Since I have long known that the Jews of Alexan-
dria, called Alexandrians, have been joint colonists from
the earliest times with the Alexandrians, and have obtained
from their kings equal privileges with them, as is evident
from the public records that are in their possession, and
the edicts, and since, after Alexandria was made part
of our empire by Augustus, their rights and privileges

have been preserved by those who have at divers times
been sent there as governors, and since no disputes were
raised about those rights and privileges, when Aquila was
governor ofAlexandria, and since, when the Jewish ethnarch
was dead, Augustus did not prohibit making ethnarchs,
wishing that all nations subject to the Eomans should
continue in the observance of their own customs, and

' The flistrict of Antiochiane in Cappadocia, in which Derbe, Laranda,
Kybistra, &c., were situated.

' Kinniarin, in Northern Syria.
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not be forced to transgress their country's religion ; and
since, in the reign of Caius, the Alexandrians became
excited against the Jews that were among them, and
Caius, from his great madness and want of understand-
ing, oppressed the nation of the Jews, because they
would not transgress their national worship, and call him
a god, I decree that the nation of the Jews be not deprived
of their rights and privileges on account of the madness of
Caius, but that those rights and privileges which they for-

merly enjoyed, be preserved to them, and that they may
continue in their customs. And I charge both parties to
take very great care that no trouble arises after the pro-
mulgation of this edict."

§ 3. Such were the contents of the edict on behalf of the
Jews that was sent to Alexandria. But the edict that was
sent to the rest of the world was as follows. " Tiberius
Claudius Caesar, Augustus, Germanicus, Pontifex Maximus,
Tribune of the people, chosen Consul the second time, or-

dains as follows. Upon the petition of kingAgrippa and king
Herod, who are persons very dear to me, that I would grant
the same rights and privileges to be preserved to the Jews
throughout all the Roman empire, as I have granted to the
Jews of Alexandria, I very willingly comply therewith, not
only to gratify my petitioners, but also judging those Jews
for whom I have been petitioned worthy of such a favour,

on aecoimt of their fidelity and friendship to the Romans.
I think it also very just that no Greek city should be de-

prived of such rights and privileges, since they were pre-

served to them under the great Augustus. It is there-

fore right to permit the Jews throughout all our em-
pire to keep their ancient customs without let or hin-

drance. And I do charge them also to use this my
kindness to them with moderation, and not to show con-

tempt at the superstitious observances of other nations, but
to observe their own laws only. And I will that the rulers

of cities and colonies and municipal towns, both within and
without Italy, and kings and governors by their ambas-
sadors, post up this decree publicly for full thirty days, in

a place ' where it may plainly be read from the ground."

' This form was so known and frequent among the Romans, as Dr.
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CHAP. YI.

What was done by Agrippa at Jerusalem, when he had re-

turned to Judcea : and what Petronius wrote in hehalf of

the Jews to the Inhabitants of Doris.

§1-

NOW Claudius Csesar showed by these decrees, which
were sent to Alexandria and to all the world, what

opinion he had of the Jews. And he soon sent Agrippa
away to administer his kingdom, advanced as he was to

more illustrious dignity than before, and sent letters to the

governors and procurators of the provinces to treat him with

attention. And he returned in haste, as it was likely he

would, now he returned in greater prosperity than before.

He also went to Jerusalem, and offered thank-offerings, and
omitted nothing that the law required. So he ordered

that many of the Nazarites should have their heads shorn,

and as for the golden chain which had been given him by
Caius, of the same weight as the iron chain wherewith his

royal hands had been bound, he hung it up within the

temple precincts above the treasury, as a memorial of his

sad fortune, and a testimony of his change for the better,

that it might be a proof how the greatest prosperity may
have a fall sometimes, and that God can raise up what is

fallen down. For this chain thus dedicated reminded all

men, that king Agrippa had once been bound with a chain
for a small matter, but had recovered his former rank again,

and soon afterwards had got out of his bonds, and was
advanced to be a more illustrious king than he was before.

Whence men may understand that all that partake of

human nature, however great, may fall ; and that those

that fall may gain their former illustrious rank again.

§ 2. And when Agrippa had discharged all his religious

duties to God, he removed Theophilus, the son of Ananus,

Hudson here tells us, from the great Selden, that it used to be thus
represented at the bottom of their edicts by the initial letters only U. D.
P. S. L. P. Unde Be Piano Recte Legi Possii. " Where it may plainly

be read from the ground."—W.
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from the high-priesthood, and bestowed his office on
Simon (the son of Boethus) also called Cantheras. This
Simon had two brothers, and a sister who married king
Herod, as I have related before. Simon, then, had the
high-priesthood with his brothers, and with his father, in

like manner as the three sons of Simon, the son of Onias,
had it formerly under the rule of the Macedonians, as I
have related in a former book.

§ 3. When the king had settled the high-priesthood in

this manner, he returned the kindness which the inhabitants

of Jerusalem had shown him ; for he released them from
the tax upon everj house, thinking it a good thing to

requite the affections of those that loved him. He also made
Silas, who had shared with him in many of his troubles,

the general of his forces. But very soon afterwards the

young men of Doris,' preferring audacity to piety, and being
naturally bold and insolent, carried a statue of the emperor
into a synagogue of the Jews, and erected it there. This
action of theirs greatly provoked Agrippa ; for it plainly

tended to the dissolution of the laws of his country. So
he went without delay to Publius Petronius, who was then
governor of Syria, and accused the people of Doris. Nor
did he less resent what was done than did Agrippa ; for he
judged it a piece of impiety to transgress the laws. So he
wrote the following letter to the people of Doris, in angry
strain. "Publius Petronius, the lieutenant of Tiberius

Claudius Csesar, Augustus, Germanicus, to the magistrates

of Doris, ordains as follows. Since some of you have had
the boldness, or madness rather (after the edict of Claudius

Csesar, Augustus, Germanicus, was published, permitting

the Jews to observe the laws of their country,) not to obey

the same, but have acted in entire opposition thereto, for-

bidding the Jews to assemble together in the synagogue, and
setting up the emperor's statue therein, and thereby have

offended not only the Jews, but also the emperor himself,

whose statue is more properly placed in his own temple

than in a foreign one, and that too in a place of assembling

together, seeing that it is but a part of natural justice, that

everyone should have power over the places belonging to

' Dor, now Tanturah, on the sea coast north of Ceesarea Palaestina,

Kaisariych,
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themselves, according to the decree of the emperor (to say
nothing of my own decree, which it would be ridiculous to

mention after the emperor's edict, which gives the Jews leave

to make use of their own customs, and also orders that they

are to enjoy the same rights of citizens as the Greeks them-
selves) ; I therefore order Proculus Vitellius, the centurion, to

bring those men before me, who, contrary to the emperor's

edict, have been so insolent as to do this thing, (at which
the men, who appear to be of principal reputation among
them, are indignant also themselves, and allege that it

was not done with their consent, but by the violence

of the multitude,) to give account of what has been
done. I also advise the principal magistrates, unless they
wish to have this outrage supposed to have been done
with their consent, to point out to the centurion the
guilty persons, and to take care that no handle be thence
taken for raising a sedition or quarrel, which those who
encourage such doings seem to me to hunt after ; for both
I myself, and king Agrippa, whom I hold in the highest
honour, are more anxious about nothing than that the
nation of the Jews may have no opportunity given them of

gathering together and becoming tumultuous under the
pretext of defending themselves. And that what the em-
peror has determined about the whole matter may be more
publicly known, I have subjoined the edicts which he has
lately caused to be published at Alexandria, and which,
although they may be well known to all, Agrippa, for

whom I have the highest esteem, read nevertheless at that
time before my tribunal, and pleaded that the Jews ought
not to be deprived of the benefits which the emperor had
granted them. I therefore charge you, that you do not,

for the time to come, seek for any occasion of sedition or
disturbance, but that everybody be allowed to follow their

own religious customs."

§ 4. Thus did Petronius make provision that such law-
lessness might be corrected, and that no such thing might
be attempted afterwards against the Jews. And now king
Agrippa took the high-priesthood away from Simon
Cantheras, and was for putting Jonathan, the son of

Ananus, back into it again, and owned that he was more
worthy of the dignity. But it did not seem to him de-
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sirable to resume so great a dignity. So he refused it, aud
said, " O king ! I rejoice in the honour you show me, and
take it kindly that you are inclined to give me such a
dignity, though God has judged that I am not at all worthy
of the high-priesthood. I am satisfied with having once
put on the sacred garments ; for I put them on then in
a more holy manner, than I should now resume them.
But if you desire that a person more worthy than myself
should have this honour, give me leave to name such a
one to you. I have a brother that is pure from all sin

against God, and of all offences against yourself ; I recom-
mend him to you, as one that is fit for this dignity." And
the king was pleased with these words of his, and approved
of the advice of Jonathan, and bestowed the high-priest-

hood upon his brother Matthias. And not long after

Marsus succeeded Petronius as governor of Syria.

CHAP. VII.

Concerning Silas, and why King Agrippa was angry with him.

Sow Agrippa began to surround Jerusalem with a wall

;

and what Benefits he bestowed on the Inhabitants of
Berytus.

§!•

NOW SUas, the general of the king's army, because he
had been faithful to him in all his misfortimes, and

had never declined sharing with him in any of his dangers,

but had often undertaken the most perilous services for

him, was full of assurance, and thought he might expect a

sort of equality with the king, because of the constant friend-

ship he had shown him. Accordingly he would not sit

lower than the king at table, and used similar freedom in

all his intercourse with him, and became troublesome to the

king, when they were merry together, by extolling himself

beyond measure, and by often reminding the king of the

misfortunes he had undergone, that he might bring up his

own faithfulness to him in those days ; and he was con-

tinually harpiag upon this string, what he had gone through

for him. The repetition of this so frequently seemed a

III. B B
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reproach, to the king, insomuch that he took this uncon-
trolled liberty of speech very ill at his hands. For the

bringing up times when men have been under a cloud is by
no means agreeable to them ; and he is a very silly man,
who is perpetually relating to a person the good services

he has done him. At last, therefore, Silas so thoroughly

provoked the king's indignation, that he acted rather from
passion than reason, and not only turned Silas out of his

place as general of his army, but sent him in bonds into

his own countrv'. But the edge of his anger wore off in

time, and made room for more just reasonings as to his

judgment about the man, and he considered how many
labours he had undergone for his sake. So when Agrippa
kept his birthday, and all his subjects partook of the

mirth, he sent for Silas straightway to be his guest. But
as he was a very frank man, he thought he had now a

very just handle given him for his anger, which he could

not conceal from those who came to fetch him, but said to

them, " What honour is this the king invites me to, which
will soon be over ? for the king has not let me keep my
first rewards for the good-vtdll I bore him, but has
plundered and ill-treated me. Does he think that I can
leave off that liberty of speech, which, upon the conscious-

ness of my deserts, I shall use more loudly than before,

and shall relate how many dreadful things I have delivered

him from, how many labours I have undergone for him,
whereby I procured for him safety and honour, as a reward
for which I have borne the hardship of bonds and a dark
prison. I shall never forget these things ; nay, perhaps my
very soul, when it is departed out of the body, will not for-

get the glorious actions I did on his account." This was
what he vociferated, and ordered the messengers to repeat

to the king. So he perceived that Silas was incurable in

his folly, and suffered him to continue in prison.

§ 2. As for the walls of Jerusalem, that looked to

the new city, he repaired them at the public expense,

and made them wider in breadth, and higher in altitude,

and would have made them too strong for all human
power to demolish, had not Marsus, the governor of Syria,

informed Claudius Csesar by letter of what he was doing.

And as Claudius had some suspicion he meant innovation,
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lie ordered Agrippa to leave off the building of those walls
at once ; and he thought it inexpedient to disobey.

§ 3. Now king Agrippa was by nature very liberal
in his gifts, and very ambitious to oblige people with
large donations, and to get celebrity by his great expen-
diture, as he took delight in giving, and rejoiced in
living with a good reputation, being very unlike the Herod
who reigned before him. For that Herod was ill-natured,

and severe in his punishments, and had no mercy on those
that he hated, and it is admitted that he was more friendly

to the Greeks than to the Jews ; for he adorned foreign

cities with large grants of money, and baths, and theatres
;

nay, in some of those places he erected temples, and in

others porticoes, but he did not vouchsafe to raise one of

the least edifices in any Jewish city, or make them any
donation that was worth mentioning. But Agrippa's temper
was mild, and he was equally liberal to all men. He was
humane to foreigners, and displayed tothem his munificence,

while to his own countrymen he was equally kind, but more
sympathetic. Accordingly, he loved to live continually at

Jerusalem, and was strict in the observance of the laws of his

country. He therefore kept himself entirely pure, nor did

any da,y pass over his head without its appointed sacrifice.

§ 4. Notwithstanding, a certain man of the Jewish nation

at Jerusalem, called Simon, who was thought to be skilled

in the knowledge of the law, called the multitude together

in assembly, while the king was absent at Csesarea, and had
the insolence to accuse him of not living holily, and said he

might justly be excluded from entrance into the temple,

since it belonged only to native Jews. And the captain of

the city informed Agrippa by letter that Simon had said

this to the people. So the king sent for him, and,

as he was sitting in the theatre at the time, he bade him
sit down by him, and said to him in a low and gentle voice,

" What is there done here that is contrary to the law ?
"

But he had nothing to say for himself, and begged for par-

don. And the king was more easily reconciled to him than

one would have imagined, as he esteemed mildness a better

quality in a king than anger, and knew that moderation

is more becoming in great men than passion. So he gave

Simon a present, and dismissed him.
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§ 5. Now, Agrippa was a great builder in many places,

but paid peculiar regard to tbe people of Berytus/ For lie

erected a theatre for them, superior to many both in sump-
tuousness and elegance, as also an amphitheatre built at
great expense, and besides these he built them baths and
porticoes, and spared no cost in any of his edifices to render
them both handsome and large. He also spent a great deal

upon their dedication, and exhibited shows in the theatre,

and brought there musicians of all sorts, and such as made
delightful music in great variety. He also showed his

magnificence in the amphitheatre by a great number of

gladiators, and there too he exhibited fighting on a large

scale to please the spectators, indeed he sent no fewer than
seven himdred men to fight with seven hundred other men,
using all the malefactors he had for this purpose, that both
they might receive punishment, and that this operation of

war might give delight in peace. Thus he destroyed all

these criminals at once.

CHAP. VIII.

What other Acts mere done by Agrippa until his Death ; and
how he died.

§1-

WHEN Agrippa had completed what I have just stated
at Berytus, he removed to Tiberias,' a city in Galilee.

Now he was held in great esteem by other kings. Accord-
ingly, there came to him Antiochus, king of Commagene,'
and Sampsigeramus, king of Emesa,* and Cotys, who was
king of Lesser Armenia, and Polemo, who was king of
Pontus,' as also Herod his brother, who was king of Chalcis.^
All these he treated with agreeable entertainments and in an
obliging manner, and so as to exhibit the greatness of hia

' Beirut.
' Tubarij/a, on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee.
' Between Cillcia and the Euphrates. See Antiq. xviii. 2, § 5.
* Horns,
' On the north coast of Asia Minor. ^ Kinnisrin.
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mind, and to appear worthy of tlie respect which these kings
paid to him, by thus coming to see him. However, while
these kings stayed with him, Marsus the governor of Syria
came to visit him. And Agrippa, to show the respect that
was due to the Romans, went out of the city as far as seven
furlongs to meet him. But this proved to be the beginning
of a difference between him and Marsus ; for Agrippa took
with him in his chariot those other kings seated with him.
And Marsus was suspicious what the meaning could be of

so great a friendship of these kings with one another, and
did not think so close an agreement of so many kings for

the benefit of the Romans. He therefore sent some of his

friends to each of them, and enjoined them to go to their

own countries without delay. This was very ill taken by
Agrippa, who after that became Marsus' enemy. And
he took the high-priesthood away from Matthias, and
made Elionseus, the son of Cantheras, high jyriest in his

stead.

§ 2. Now, when Agrippa had reigned three years over all

Judsea, he went to the city of Csesarea,' which was formerly

called Strato's Tower ; and there he exhibited shows in

honour of Claudius Csesar, upon his being informed that this

festival was one instituted for his safety. At this festival a

great multitude assembled together of the principal persons,

and such as were of dignity throughout the province. On the

second day of the shows Agrippa put on a garment made
wholly of silver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and
came into the theatre at daybreak ; at which time the silver

of his garment being illumined by the early rays of the sun's

beams upon it, glittered in a surprising manner, and was so

resplendent as to inspire fear and trembling in those that

looked intently upon him. And straightway his flatterers

cried out, one from one jslace, and another from another,

(though not really for his good,) that " he was a god;" and
they added, "Be thou merciful to us; for although we have

hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, yet do we hence-

forth own thee as superior to mortal nature." Upon this

the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious

flatterv. But soon afterwards he looked up, and saw an

' CiESarea Palaestina, Kaisariyeh.
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owl sitting on a certain rope over liis head, and immediately-

understood that this bird was the messenger of ill tidings,

as it had once been the messenger of good tidings, and felt

heart-piercing grief. A severe pain also seized his belly,

and began in a most violent manner. He therefore jumped
up from his seat and said to his friends, " I whom ye call a

god, am now commanded to depart this life ;
fate thus

reproving the lying words you just now said to me ; and I,

who was by you called immortal, am now hurried off to

death. But I am bound to accept my destiny, as it pleases

God ; for I have lived no paltry life, but in a splendid and
happy manner." When he had said this, his pain became
intense. So he was carried quickly into the palace, and the

rumour went abroad every where, that he would certainly

die soon. And the multitude at once sat in sackcloth, with

their wives and children, according to the law of their

country, and besought Grod for the king's recovery ; and all

places were full of mourning and lamentation. Now the

king rested in a high chamber, and as he saw them below

lying prostrate on the ground, he could not himself forbear

weeping. And when he had been quite worn out by the

pain in his belly for five days, he departed this life, being

in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and in the seventh year

of his reign ; for he reigned four years imder Caius Caesar
;

three of them over Philip's tetrarchy only, but in the fourth

he had that of Herod added to it ; and he reigned also

three years under the reign of Claudius Csesar, during
which time he reigned over the forementioned countries,

and also had Judaea and Samaria and Caesarea added to

them. The revenues that he received out of them were
very great, being no less than twelve millions of drachmae.'

However, he borrowed great sums from others ; for he was
so very liberal that his expenses exceeded his income, and
his generosity was boundless.

§ 3. But before the multitude knew of Agrippa's having
expired, Herod the king of Chalcis, and Helcias the com-
mander and friend of the king, sent Aristo, one of the king's

^ This Slim, which is equal to £425,000 sterling, was Agrippa the

Great's j'early income, or about three quarters of his grandfather Herod's

income; he having abated the tax upon houses at Jerusalem, and not

being so tyrannical as Herod had been to the Jews.

—

W.
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most faithful servants, and slew Silas (who was their
enemy), as if it had been done by the king's own com-
mand.

CHAP. IX.

What happened after the Death of Agrippa ; and how
Claudius, on account of the Youth and TJnskilfulness of
Agrippa Junior, sent Cuspius Fadus to be Governor of
Judcea, and of the entire Kingdom, of Agrippa.

§1-

THUS did kiog Agrippa depart this life. But he left

behind him a son Agrippa, a youth in the seven-
teenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one of whom,
Berenice, was married to Herod her father's brother,

and was sixteen years old ; the other two, Mariamne and
Drusilla, were still virgins, Mariamne was ten years old,

and Drusilla six. Now these daughters had been betrothed
by their father, Mariamne to Julius Archelaus, the son of

Chelcias, and Drusilla to Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus
the king of Commagene. Now when it was known that
Agrippa had departed this life, the inhabitants of Ceesarea

and of Sebaste ' forgot the kindnesses he had bestowed on
them, and acted the part of the bitterest enemies. For
they cast such reproaches upon the deceased as were not fit

to be spoken, and as many of them as were then soldiers

(who were a great number), went to his house, and carried

off the statues ^ of the king's daughters, and with one accord

carried them into the brothels, and, when they had set them
on the roofs of those houses, abused them to the utmost of

their power, and did such things to them as are too indecent

to be related. They also reclined in public places and
celebrated general feastings, with garlands on their heads,

and anointed themselves, pouring out libations to Charon,

and drinking to one another for joy that the king had ex-

pired. And they were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who

1 Sebusiieh.
' Photius saj's, they were not the statues or images, but the ladies

themselves, who were thus basely abused by the soldiers.—W.
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had lavishly extended his liberality to them, but of his grand-

father Herod also, who had himself rebuilt their cities, and
had raised them havens and temples at vast expense.

§ 2. Now Agrippa, the son of the deceased, was at Eome
at this time, being brought up with Claudius Csesar. And
when the emperor heard that Agrippa was dead, and that

the inhabitants of Sebaste and Csesarea had acted so

insolently to his memory, he was sorry for the death of

Agrippa, and was displeased with the ingratitude of those

cities. He was therefore disposed to send Agrippa Junior

away at once to succeed his father in the kingdom, and
wished to make good his oaths. But those freedmeu
and friends of his, who had the greatest influence with him,

tried to dissuade him from it, and said that it was a dan-

gerous experiment to permit so large a kingdom to come
into the hands of so very young a man, and one hardly yet

arrived at years of discretion, who would not be able to

take sufficient care of its administration, for the weight of

a kingdom was heavy enough to a grown man. And
the emperor thought what they said reasonable. So he
sent out Cuspius Fadus to be governor of Judsea, and
of the entire kingdom of Agrippa, and jiaid that respect

to the deceased, not to introduce Marsus, who had been
at variance with him, into his kingdom. But he deter-

mined before everything to give injunctions to Fadus
to chastise the inhabitants of Csesarea and Sebaste for

the insults they had offered to the memory of him
that was deceased, and their licentious conduct to his

daughters that were still alive ; and to remove the body of

soldiers that were at Cjesarea and Sebaste, and the five

cohorts, to Pontus, that they might do military duty there,

and to choose an equal number of soldiers out of the Eoman
legions that were in Syria, to supply their place. However
those that had such orders were not actually removed ; for

by sending messengers to Claudius, they mollified him,
and got leave to stay in Judtea still ; and these were the
very men that became the source of very great calamities

to the Jews in after times, and sowed the seeds of the war
which began under Florus. And so, when Vespasian had
subdued the country, he removed them out of the province,

as I shall relate hereafter.
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BOOK XX.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OP TWENTY-TWO TEARS.
PROM FADirs TO PLORTJS.

CHAP. I.

A Quarrel between the Philadelphians and the Jews ; also
concerning the Vestments of the High Priest.

§1-

UPON the deatli of king Agrippa, wMcli I related in tlie

previous book, Claudius Csesar sent Cassius Longinus as

successor to Marsus, out of regard to the memory of king
Agrippa, whohad often desired of him by letters, while he was
alive, that hewouldnot suifer Marsus to be any longer gover-

nor of Syria. But Fadus, as soon as he was come into Judsea
to administer affairs, found a quarrel going on between the
Jews that dwelt in Peraea ^ and the people of Philadelphia,"

about their borders, at a village called Mia,^ that was filled

with men of war ; for the Jews of Peraea had taken up
arms without the consent of their principal men, and had
slain many of the Philadelphians. When Fadus was in-

formed of this, it provoked him very much that they had
not left the decision of the matter to him, if they
thought the Philadelphians had done them any wrong, but
had rashly taken up arms against them. So he seized upon
three of their principal men, who were also the causes of

this strife, and ordered them to be bound, and afterwards

had one of them slain, whose name was Annibas, and
banished the other two,Amaramus and Eleazar. Tholomseus
also, the arch robber, was, in a little time, brought to him
bound, and slain, but not till he had done a great deal of

mischief to Idumsea and the Arabians. And indeed all

Judaea was cleared of robberies from that time by the care

and forethought of Fadus. He also at this time sent for

' See Antiq., xvii. 8, § 1.

^ Eabboth Ammon, 'Avimiin. ' Unknown.
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the high priests and principal persons in Jerusalem by
command of the emperor, and bade them place the long
garment, and the sacred vestment, which it was custo-

mary for only the high priest to wear, in the fortress of

Antonia,^ that it might be under the power of the Romans,
as it had been formerly. Now the Jews durst not contra-

dict what he said, but nevertheless begged Fadus and Lon-
ginus (which last had come to Jerusalem with a great army,
from fear that the injunctions of Fadus would force the

Jews to rebel,) first to give them leave to send ambassa-
dors to the emperor, to petition him that they might have
the holy vestments in their own power, and next to wait
till they knew what answer Claudius would give to their

request. And they replied that they would give them leave

to send their ambassadors, provided they would give them
their sons as hostages. And when they had agreed to do so

and had given them the hostages they desired, the ambas-
sadors were sent accordingly. And when, upon their

coming to Rome, Agrippa Junior, the son of the deceased,

knew of the reason why they came (for he dwelt with
Claudius Caesar, as I said before,) he besought the em-
peror to grant the Jews their request about the holy vest-

ment, and to send a message to Fadus accordingly.

§ 2. Thereupon Claudius summoned the ambassadors,
and told them he granted their request, and bade them,
return their thanks to Agrippa for this favour which
had been bestowed on them upon his entreaty. And, be-

sides these answers of his, he sent the following letter.

" Claudius Csesar, Germanicus, tribune of the people the
fifth time, and consul designate the fourth time, and impe-
rator the tenth time, the father of his country, to the
magistrates, senate, and people, and whole nation of the
Jews, greeting. Upon the presentation of your ambas-
sadors to me by my friend Agrippa (whom I have brought
up, and have now with me, and who is a person of very
great piety), who are come to give me thanks for the care

I have taken of your nation, and have entreated me in an
earnest and solemn manner, that they may have the holy
vestment and the crown in their own power, I grant their

' On the north side of the Temple.
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request, as that excellent person Vitellius, who is very dear

to me, did before me. And I have complied with your desire,

first in regard to my own piety and because I would have

every one worship God according to the laws of their own
country ; and next because I know I shall hereby gratify

king Herod and Aristobulus Junior, whose piety to me
and good-will to you I am well acquainted with, and for

whom I have the greatest friendship, as I highly esteem

them and value them. I have also written about these

afEairs to Cuspius Fadus my procurator. The carriers of the

letter are Cornelius the son of Cero, Trypho the son of

Theudio, Dorotheus the son of Nathanael, and John the son

of John. Dated the fourth day before the Calends of July,

Rufus and Pompeius Silvanus being consuls."

§ 3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa,

who was at this time possessed of the royal aathority over

Chalcis, petitioned Claudius Caesar for authority over the

temple, and the sacred money, and the choice of the high

priests, and obtained all that he petitioned for ; so that

after this time that authority continued ' with all his de-

scendants till the end of the war. Accordingly, Herod re-

moved the high priest called Cantheras, and bestowed that

dignity on his successor Joseph, the son of Camei.

CHAP. II.

How Helena, Queen of Adiabene, and Tier son Izates, em-

braced the Jewish Religion ; and how Helena supplied

the Poor with Corn when there was a great Famine at

Jerusalem.

§ 1-

ABOUT this time Helena, queen of Adiabene,^ and her

son Izates, changed their course of life, and embraced

the Jewish customs, for the following reason. Monobazus,

' Here is some error in the copies, or mistake in Josephus ;
for the

power of appointing high priests, after Herod king of Chalcis was dead,

and Agrippa Junior was made king of Chalcis in his room, belonged to

him, and he exercised the same all along till Jerusalem was destroyed.

—W.
2 A district on the greater Zab, which formed a vassal state respec-
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tlie king of Adiabene, who had also the name of Bazaeus,

fell in love with his sister Helena, and took her to he his

wife, and got her with child. And as he was in bed with

her one night, having laid his hand upon his wife's belly, he

fell asleep, and seemed to hear a voice bidding him take his

hand off his wife's belly, and not hurt the infant that was
therein, which, by G-od's providence, would be safely born,

and have a happy end. This voice troubled him, and he

woke immediately, and told the matter to his wife, and
when his son was born, he called him Izates. He had
also had Monobazus, an elder son, by Helena, and other

sons by other wives. But he openly placed all his affections

on this his only begotten ' son Izates, which was the origin

of the envy of his brothers, who on this account hated him
more and more, and all grieved that their father should

prefer Izates to them. Now although their father was
well aware of this, yet did he forgive them, as not feeling

envy from an evil disposition, but from the desire each of

them had to be beloved by their father. However, he sent

Izates with many presents to Abennerigus, the king of

Charax-Spasini,^ because of the great dread he was in for

him, lest he should come to some misfortune from the

hatred of his brothers, and he committed his son's safety

to him. And Abennerigus gladly received the young man,
and had a great affection for him, and married him to his

own daughter, whose name was Symacho : he also bestowed
a province upon him, from which he might receive large

revenues.

§ 2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and saw that

he had but a little time to live, he wished to see his son
before he died. So he sent for him, and embraced him in

the most affectionate manner, andbestowed on him the region
called Carrse ;

^ it was a soil that bore amomum in great

plenty : there are also in it the remains of the ark, wherein

tively of Armenia, Parthia, and Eome. At one period it extended west
of the Tigris tn Nisibis, Nisihin. See xx. 3, § 3.

' Josephus here uses the word iiovoy^vt), only begotten son, for best

beloved, as do both the Old and New Testament : I mean where there

wore one or more sons besides (Gen. xxii. 2, Heb. xi. 17).—W.
- Between the mouths uf the Euphrates and Tigris. See Antiq., i. 6,

' Xow Harran. See Antiq., i. 16, § 1 ; i. 19, § 4.
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it is related that Noah escaped the deluge, which are
still shown to such as desire to see them.^ And Izates
abode in that region until his father's death. And the
very day that Monobazus died, queen Helena sent for all

the grandees and satraps of the kingdom, and for those in
command of the forces ; and when they were come, she
made the following speech to them. " I believe you are
not ignorant that my husband desired Izates to succeed
him in the kingdom, and thought him worthy to do so.

However, I wait your determination ; for happy is he
who receives a kingdom not from a single person only, but
from the willingness of many." She said this in order to
try to discover the sentiments of those whom she had sum-
moned together. Upon the hearing of this, they first of all

paid their homage to the queen, as their custom was, and
then they said that they confirmed the king's determination,
and would submit to it, and rejoiced that Izates' father had
preferred him before the rest of his brothers, as it was
agreeable to all their wishes. But they said they were de-
sirous first of all to slay his brothers and kinsmen, that so

the kingdom might come securely to Izates ; for if they
were once destroyed, all the fear would be over which
might arise from their hatred and envy to him. Helena,
replied to this, that she returned them her thanks for their

good-will to herself and to Izates ; but desired that they
would defer the execution of this proposed slaughter
of Izates' brothers till he should be there himself, and
give his approbation to it. But as these men prevailed not
with her to slay them, as they had advised, they exhorted
her at least to keep them in bonds till Izates should come
for their own security ; they also counselled her to appoint

some one whom she put the greatest trust in, as regent of

the kingdom in the mean time. Helena complied with this

counsel of theirs, and appointed Monobazus, the eldest

son, to be king, and put the diadem upon his head, and
gave him his father's signet ring, as also the sword of state

which they call Sampsera, and exhorted him to administer

the affairs of the kingdom till his brother should come.

But Izates returned quickly, on hearing that his father was

^ It is here very remarkable, that the remains of Noah's ark were
believed to be still in existence in the days of Josepbus. See i. 3, § 5.—VV.
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dead, and succeeded liis brother Monobazus, who resigned

up the kingdom to him.

§ 3. Now, during the time that Izates abode at Charax-
Spasini, a certain Jewish merchant,whose namewas Ananias,
got among the king's women, and taught them to worship

Grod according to the Jewish religion. Moreover through
them he became known to Izates, and persuaded him^ in like

manner to embrace the Jewish religion, and also, at his

earnest entreaty, accompanied Izates when he was sent for

by his father to Adiabene. It also happened that Helena
was instructed similarly by another Jew, and went over also

to the Jemsh religion. Now when Izates had taken over the

kingdom, and had come to Adiabene, and there saw his

brothers and other kinsmen in bonds, he was displeased at

what had been done ; and as he thought it impious either

to slay or imprison them, but still thought it hazardous to

let them have their liberty at his court, as they would
remember the injury that had been done them, he sent

some of them with their children as hostages to Eome to

Claudius Caesar, and sent the others to Artabanus, the

king of Parthia, on the like pretext.

§ 4. And when he found that his mother was highly
pleased mth the Jewish customs, he was fain to embrace
them entirely ; and, as he supposed that he could not be
thoroughly a Jew unless he were circumcised, he was ready
to undergo that operation. But when his mother heard of

his intention, she endeavoured to hinder him from it, and
told him that it would bring him into danger ; for as

he was king, he would get himself into great odium,

among his subjects, when they should leam that he was so

fond of rites to them strange and foreign, and they would
never submit to be ruled over by a Jew. She said this to

him, and tried every way to dissuade him from his purpose.
And when he had repeated what she had said to Ananias,
he confirmed what his mother had said, and also threatened
to leave the king, unless he complied with him, and
actually departed. For he said he was afraid lest, if such
an action were once made public to all, he should him-
self be in danger of punishment, as having been the cause

of it, and having been the king's instructor in actions that

were ill thought of. He also said that the king might wor-
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ship G-od -without being circumcised, even though he did

resolve to follow the Jewish law entirely, for the worship of

Grod was of more importance than circumcision. He added
that God would forgive him, though he did not perform the

operation, as it was omitted out of necessity, and from fear of

his subjects. And the king for the time listened to these

arguments, but afterwards (for he had not quite left off his

desire of doing this thing) another Jew that came out of

Galilee, whose name was Eleazar, and who was esteemed
very skilful in the knowledge of his country's laws, urged
him to do it. For as he entered his palace to salute him,

and foimd him reading the law of Moses, he said to him,
" You are ignorant, O king, of the immense injury you are

doing to the laws, and through them to God himself, for it

is necessary not only to read them, but also still more to prac-

tise what they enjoin. How long will you continue uncir-

cumcised ? But, if you have not yet read the law on the

matter, that you may know what great impiety you are

guilty of in neglecting it, read it now." When the king

heard these words, he delayed the thing no longer, but re-

tired to another room, and sent for a surgeon, and did what
he was commanded to do. He then sent for his mother,

and Ananias his original instructor in Jewish principles,

and informed them that he had done the thing, upon
which they were at once seized with astonishment and
fear, and that to a great degree, lest the matter should

be oj)enly discovered and censured, and the king should

hazard the loss of his kingdom, as his subjects might not

submit to be governed by a man who was so zealous for

a strange religion ; and lest they should themselves run

some hazard, because they would be supposed the cause

of his having so done. But God himself hindered what
they feared from happening : for he preserved both Izates

himself, and his sons, when they fell into many dangers,

and procured their deliverance when it seemed to be

impossible, and showed thereby, that the fruit of jsiety

does not perish for those that look to him, and fix their

faith upon him only. But I shall relate these events here-

after.

§ 5. Now Helena, the king's mother, when she saw that

the affairs of the kingdom were in peace, and that her son
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was a happy man, and an object of envy to all men, even to

foreigners, owing to God's providence over him, desired to

go to the city of Jerusalem, to worship at that temple
of Grod which was so very famous among all men, and
to offer her thank-offerings there. So she asked her son
to give her leave to go there, upon which he gave his

very willing consent to what she asked, and made great

preparations for her departure, and gave her a great deal of

money, and she went down to the city of Jerusalem, her son
conducting her a great way on her journey. Now her
visit was of very great advantage to the people of Jerusalem,
for as a famine oppressed their city at that time, and many
people died for want of money to procure necessaries with,

queen Helena sent some of her servants to Alexandria with
a great quantity of money to buy com, and others of them
to Cyprus to bring a cargo of dried figs. And as soon
as they had come back with those provisions very quickly,

she distributed food to those that were in want of it, and
left an excellent memorial behind her of this benefi-

cence to our whole nation. And when her son Izates was
informed of this famine, he sent great sums of money
to the principal men in Jerusalem, which being distributed

amongst those that were in want relieved many from
the griping pangs of hunger. However, what favours this

king and queen conferred upon our city of Jerusalem, and
what resources came from her to our citizens, shall be fur-

ther related hereafter.

CHAP. III.

How Artabanus, King of Parthia, afraid of the Plots of his

Subjects against him, went to Izates, and was by him rein-

stated in his Kingdom; as also how Vardanes, his son,

denoimced War against Izates.

§1-

NOW Artabanus, king of the Parthians, on learning that
his satraps had formed a plot against him, did not

think it safe to remain among them, but resolved to go
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to Izates, -wishing to find some way of preservation through
him, andj if possible, to get his return to his own dominions.
So he went to Izates, and took a thousand of his kindred
and servants with him, and met him upon the road, and he
well knew Izates, but Izates did not know him. When
Artabanus stood near him, and had first prostrated himself
before him, according to the custom of his coimtry, he then
said to him, " O, king, do not overlook me thy servant, nor
proudly reject the suit I make thee : for as I am reduced
to a low estate by reverse of fortune, and from a king am
become a private man, I stand in need of thy assistance.

Look then at the uncertainty of fortime, and consider the
case as one that might be thane, and esteem the care thou
shalt take of me to be taken of thyself also ; for if I
be neglected, and my subjects go unpunished, many sub-

jects will become more insolent towards other kings also."

Now Artabanus made this speech with tears in his eyes, and
with a dejected cOimtenance. And as soon as Izates heard
Artabanus' name, and saw him stand as a suppliant before

him, he leapt down from his horse quickly, and said to him,
" Take courage, king, and be not disturbed at thy present

calamity, as if it were incurable ; for a change from thy

sad condition shall be speedy, for thou shalt find me to be
more thy friend and assistant than thou hopest ; for I will

either reinstate thee in the kingdom of Parthia, or lose my
own kingdom."

§ 2. When he had said this, he set Artabanus upon his

horse, and himself accompanied him on foot, honouring him
as a greater king than himself. But when Artabanus saw
this, he was very uneasy at it, and swore by his present for-

tune and honour that he would dismount, unless Izates

would get upon his horse again, and go before him. So he

complied with his desire, and leaped upon his horse ; and
when he had brought him to his royal palace, he showed
him every honour when they sat together, and gave him
the chief place at festivals, regarding not his present for-

tune, but his former dignity, and considering also that

changes in fortune are common to all men. He also wrote

to the Parthians, urging them to receive Artabanus again,

and gave them his right hand and faith, that Artabanus

would forget what was past and done, and offered himseK
III. c c
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as mediator between them. Now the Parthians did not them-
selves refuse to receive him again, but pleaded that it was
now out of their power to do so, because they had given the

kingdom to another person, who had accepted it, whose
name was Cinnamus, and that they were afraid lest a civil

war should arise on this account. When Cinnamus heard

of their views, he wrote to Artabanus himself, for he had
been brought up by him, and was by nature good and
gentle, and besought him to put confidence in him, and
come and take his own dominions again. Accordingly,

Artabanus trusted him, and returned home, and Cinnamus
met him, and prostrated himself before him, and saluted

him as king, and took the diadem off his own head, and put
it on the head of Artabanus.

§ 3. Thus was Artabanus restored to his kingdom again

through Izates, after he had previously lost it owing to his

grandees. Nor was he unmindful of the benefits Izates had
conferred upon him, but rewarded him with the greatest

honours among them ; for he allowed him to wear his

tiara upright,' and to sleep upon a golden bed, which are

2)rivileges and marks of honour allowed only to the kings

of Parthia. He also cut off a large and fruitful country

from the king of Armenia, and bestowed it upon him.

The name of the country is Nisibis,^ and the Macedonians
had formerly built there the city of Antioch, which they
called in Mygdonia. These were the honours that were paid

Izates by the king of the Parthians.

§ 4. But no long time after Artabanus died, and left

the kingdom to his son Vardanes. Now this Vardanes
came to Izates, and urged him to join him with his army,
and to assist him in the war he was preparing to make against

the Romans, but he could not prevail upon him to do so.

For Izates knew so well the strength and good fortune of

the Romans, that he thought Vardanes was attempting
what was impossible. And having besides sent his sons,

five in number, and those but young also, to learn accu-

rately the language and learning of our nation, as he had

' This privilege of wearing the tiara upright, or with the tip of the

cone erect, is known to have been of old peculiar to great kings, from
Xonophon and others, as Dr. Hudson observes here.—W.

' Sisibiu, in Mesopotamia.
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sent his mother to worship at our temple, as I have related
already, he was still m.ore reluctant, and tried to restrain

Vardajies, telling him perpetually of the great armies and
famous actions of the Romans, and thinking thereby to

frighten him, and hinder him from his desire for an expedi-
tion against them. But the Parthian king was provoked
at this behaviour, and proclaimed war immediately against
Izates. Tet did he gain no advantage by this war, because
Grod cut off all his hopes therein ; for the Parthians, per-

ceiving Vardanes' intention, and how he had determined to

war against the Komans, slew him, and gave his kingdom
to his brother Cotardes. He also in no long time perished
by a plot made against him, and Vologeses, his brother,

succeeded him, who entrusted his kingdoms to two of his

brothers by the same father. Media to the elder Pacorus,

and Armenia to the younger Tiridates.

CHAP. IV.

Sow Izates was betrayed by Ms own Subjects, and fought
against by the Arabians ; and how, by the Providence of
God, he was delivered out of their hands.

NOW when the king's brother, Monobazus, and his

other kinsman, saw how Izates, owing to his piety to

Ood and inherent goodness of character, was become greatly

esteemed by all men, they also had a desire to leave the

religion of their country, and to embrace that of the Jews,

and they carried out their intention. But this act of theirs

was discovered by Izates' subjects, and the grandees were
much displeased at it, but dissembled their anger, only

they intended, when they could find a convenient oppor-

tunity, to inflict punishment upon them. Accordingly,

they wrote to Abias, king of the Arabians, and promised

him great sums of money, if he would make an expedition

against their king : and further promised him that on the

first onset they would desert their king, for they wished

to ptmish him because of the hatred he had to their
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religion, and they bound themselves by oaths to be faithful

to each other, and begged that he would lose no time in the
matter. The king of Arabia complied with their request,

and brought a great army into the field, and marched
against Izates without delay ; and at the first onset, and
before they came to close fight, all those grandees, as if

in a panic, deserted Izates, as they had agreed to do,

and turned their backs upon their enemies, and ran away.
But Izates was not dismayed at this, but as he saw that
the grandees had betrayed him, he also retired to his

camp, and made inquiry into the matter ; and as soon as
he knew who they were that had made this conspiracy with
the king of Arabia, he put to death those that were found
guilty, and renewed the fight the next day, and slew most
of his enemies, and forced all the rest to betake them-
selves to flight. He also pursued their king, and drove
him into a fortress called Arsamus,' and, following up the
siege vigorously, he took that fortress. And, when he had
plundered it of all the spoil that was in it, which was not
small, he returned to Adiabene, but he did not take Abias
alive ; because, as he found himself surrounded on every side,

he slew himself, before he could fall into the hands of Izates.

§ 2. But although the grandees of Adiabene had failed

in their first attempt, being delivered up by God into
their king's hands, yet would they not be quiet even then,
but wrote again to Yologeses, who was now king of Parthia,
and begged that he would kill Izates, and set over them
some other potentate, who should be a Parthian by race

;

for they said they hated their own king for changing the
laws of their forefathers, and being enamoured of foreign
customs. When the king of Parthia heard this, he was
elated at the idea of war, and as he had no just pretext for it,

he sent and demanded back those honours which had been
bestowed on Izates by Artabanus, and threatened, on his
refusal, to war against him. Upon hearing this, Izates
was in no small trouble of mind, thinking it would be a
reproach upon him to appear to resign those honours that
had been bestowed upon him from fear ; but because he
knew that the king of Parthia would not be quiet, even if

' Site unknown.
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he should receive back those honours, he resolved to com-
init himself to G-od, his protector, in the present danger
he was in of his life : and as he esteemed God his principal
help, he placed his children and wives in a very strong
fortress, and stored up his com in citadels, and set the hay
and grass on fire. And when he had thus put things in
order as well as he could, he awaited the coming of the
enemy. And when the king of Parthia was come with a
great army of foot and horse, which he did sooner than was
expected, (for he marched in great haste,) and had in-

trenched himself at the river that separated Adiabene from
Media, Izates also pitched his camp not far off, having with
him six thousand horse. But a messenger, sent by the
king of Parthia, came to Izates, and told him, how great the
power of the king of Parthia was, as his dominions extended
from the river Euphrates to Bactria,' and enumerated the
king's subjects. He also threatened him, that he should be
punished, as a person ungrateful to his master, and added,
that the God whom he worshipped could not deliver him
out of the king's hands. When the messenger had de-

livered this message, Izates replied that he knew the king
of Parthia' s power was much greater than his own, but he
knew also that G-od was much more powerful than all men.
And when he had returned this answer, he betook himself
to make supplication to God, and threw himself upon the

ground, and defiled his head with ashes, and fasted

with his wives and children, and called upon God, and
said, " O Lord and Governor, if I have not in vain com-
mitted myself to thy goodness, but have justly esteemed
thee the only Lord and chief protector and master of all

beings, come now to my assistance, and defend me from my
enemies, not only on my own account, but on account of

their insolent behaviour with regard to thy power, for

they have not feared to lift up their proud and arrogant

tongue against thee." Thus did he lament with weeping
and wailing. And God heard his prayer, for immediately,

that very night, Vologeses received letters, the contents of

which were that a great band of Dahse and Sacee, despising

him now he had gone so long a journey from home, had

' Bidkh, south of the Oius in Afghan Turkistan.



390 THE WOEKS OF FLAVIUS JOSBPHUS. [bOOK XX.

made an expedition, and laid Parthia waste, so he went home
againwithout effecting his purpose. And thus Izates escaped
the threatenings of the Parthian by the providence of Grod.

§ 3. And not long after Izates died, when he had com-
pleted fifty-five years of his life, and had ruled his kingdom
twenty-four years. He left behind him twenty-four sons
and twenty-four daughters. And he gave orders that his
brother Monobazus should succeed him as king, thereby
requiting him, because, when he was himself absent after

his father's death, he had faithfully preserved the kingdom
for him. But when his mother Helena heard of her son's

death, she was in great heaviness, as was but natural upon
the loss of a most dutiful son

;
yet was it a comfort to her

to hear that the succession came to her eldest son. Ac-
cordingly, she went to him in haste, and when she had
reached Adiabene, she did not long outlive her son Izates,

but soon expired, being worn out with old age and grief.

And Monobazus sent her bones and those of Izates his
brother to Jerusalem, and gave orders that they should be
buried in the pyramids which their mother had erected

;

they were three in number,^ and three furlongs from the city

of Jerusalem. As for the actions of Monobazus the king,
which he did during the rest of his life, I shall relate them
hereafter.^

CHAP. V.

Concerning Theudas, and the Sons of Judas the Galiloean ;

as also what calamity fell upon the Jews on the Bay of the
Passover.

§1-
TVrOW when Fadus was administrator of Judaea, a cer-
-l-^ tain impostor, whose name was Theudas,^ urged a
great part of the people to take their effects with them, and

^ The tomb of Helena, Queen of Adiabene, is usually identified with
the ' Tombs of the Kings,' north of Jerusalem. No traces of the three
pyramids remain.

^ This account is now wanting.—W.
' This Theudas, who arose under Fadus the procurator, about a.d.

45 or 46, could not be the Theudas who arose in the days of the taxing,
under Cyrenius, or about a.d. 7, Acts v. 36, 37.—W.
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follow liim to the river Jordan ; for -lie told them he was a
prophet, and that he would, by his own command, divide
the river, and afford them an easy passage over it : and
many were deluded by his words. However, Fadus did not
permit them to reap any advantage from their folly, but
despatched a troop of horse against them, who, falling upon
them unexpectedly, slew many of them, and took many of

them alive. They also took Theudas himself alive, and cut
off his head, and carried it to Jerusalem. This was what
befell the Jews in the time of Cuspius Fadus' administration.

§ 2. Tiberius Alexander came as successor to Fadus ; he
was the son of Alexander the Alabarch of Alexandria,

who was foremost among his contemporaries both for his

family and wealth : he was also more eminent for piety

than his son Alexander, for he did not continue in the

religion of his country. Under these administrators it

was that that great famine happened in Judsea, when
queen Helena bought com in Egypt at a great expense,

and distributed it to those that were in want, as I have re-

lated already. Moreover the sons of that Judas of Galilee

were now slain, who caused the people to revolt from the

Komans, when Cyrenius came to assess the estates of the

Jews, as I have shown in a previous book. The names of

these sons were James and Simon, and Alexander com-
manded them to be crucified. And Herod, king of Chalcis,^

removed Joseph, the son of Cemede, from the high priest-

hood, and made Ananias, the son of Nebedaeus, his suc-

cessor. And Cumanus came as successor to Tiberius

Alexander, and Herod, brother of Agrippa the Great,

departed this life in the eighth year of the reign of Claudius

Csesar. He left behind him three sons, Aristobulus, whom
he had by his first wife, and Berenicianus and Hyrcanus,

who were both by Berenice his brother's daughter. But
Claudius CsBsar bestowed his dominions on Agrippa Junior.

§ 3. Now while the Jewish affairs were under the ad-

ministration of Cumanus, there happened a great tumult

at the city of Jerusalem, and many of the Jews perished

therein. I shall first explain the reason why it happened.

When the feast, which is called the Passover, was at hand,

' Kinnisrln,
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(at which time our custom is to use unleavened bread), and
a great multitude had gathered together from all parts to

that feast, Gumanus was afraid lest some disturbance should
then be made by them ; so he ordered that one regiment
of soldiers should take their arms, and stand in the temple
porticoes, to suppress any riot which might occur, which
was no more than what former governors of Judsea had
done at such festivals. But on the fourth day of the feast

a certain soldier exposed his person to the multitude,

which put those that saw him into a furious rage, and
made them cry out, that this shameful action was not done
to insult them, but Grod himself. Nay, some of the bolder
ones reproached Gumanus, and pretended that the soldier

was set on to act so by him, and when Gumanus heard
that, he was not a little provoked at such reproaches, yet
did he exhort them to leave ofi the desire for riot, and
not to raise a tumult at the festival. But as he could
not induce them to be quiet, for they still went on the

more reproaching him, he gave order that the whole army
should take their entire armour, and go to Antonia, which
was a fortress, (as I have said already), which overlooked the
temple ; but when the multitude saw the soldiers there,

they were frightened at them, and ran away hastily : but
as the passages out were narrow, and as they thought their

enemies followed them, they crowded together in their

flight, and a great number were pressed to death in these
narrow passages. So that no fewer than twenty thousand
perished in this tumult. Thus, instead of a festival, they
had at last mourning, and they all forgot their prayers and
sacrifices, and betook themselves to lamentation and weep-
ing; so great an affliction did the obscene conduct of a
single soldier bring upon them.'

§ 4. Now before this their first mourning was over,

another mischief befell them also ; for some of those that
had raised this riot robbed Stephanus, a slave of Caesar, as

' This and many more tumults and seditions, which arose at the
Jewish feiitivals, illustrate the cautious procedure of tlie Jewish
governors, when they said, Matt. xxvi. 6, " Let us not take Jeaus on the
feast-day, lest there be an uproar among the people ;

" as Keland well
observes on this place. Josephus also takes notice of the same thing,
Jewish War, i. 4, § 3.— VV.
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lie was journeying along the public road, about a hundred
furlongs from the city, and plundered him of all that he
had with him. And when Cumanus heard of this, he sent

soldiers immediately, and ordered them to plunder the

neighbouring villages, and to bring the most eminent
persons among them in bonds to him, for he would exact

"vengeance for this audacious act. Now, as these villages

were being ravaged, one of the soldiers seized the laws of

Moses that lay in one of the villages, and brought them
out before the eyes of all present, and tore them to pieces,

and did this with reproachful language and much scurrihty.

Now when the Jews heard of this, they ran together

in great numbers, and went down to Csesarea, where
Cumanus then was, and besought him that he would avenge,

not themselves, but Grod himself, whose laws had been in-

sulted, for they could not bear to live any longer, if the

laws of their forefathers must be insulted in this manner.

Then Cumanus, fearing that the multitude would go in for

another riot, following also the advice of his friends, had
the soldier beheaded who had offered this insult to the

laws, and so put a stop to the riot which was likely to

burst out a second time.

CHAP. VI.

Howa Quarrel Jiappened between the Jews and the Samaritans,

and how Claudius put an End to their Differences.

AQUAEEEL also arose between the Samaritans and
the Jews for the following reason. It was the custom

of the Galilaeans, when they came to the holy city for

the festivals, to journey through the country of the

Samaritans ; ' and at this time there lay in the road they

^ This constant passage of the Galilaeans through the country of

Samaria, as they went to Judaea and Jerusalem, illustrates several

passages in the Gospels to the same purpose, as Dr. Hudson rightly

observes. See Luke xvii. H ; John iv. 4. See also Josephus' Life, § 52,

where the journey is said to take three days.—W.
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took a village that was called G-insea' (which was situated

on the borders of Samaria and the great plain,) some in-

habitants of which fought with the Galilseans, and killed

many of them. And when the leading Galilseans heard of

what had been done, they went to Cumanus, and desired

him to avenge the murder of those that had been killed :

but he was bribed with money by the Samaritans to do no-

thing in the matter. And the Galilseans were much dis-

pleased at this, and urged the multitude of the Jews to

betake themselves to arms, and to regain their liberty, and
said that slavery was in itself a bitter thing, but when it

was joined with injuries, it was perfectly intolerable. And
when their principal men endeavoured to pacify them, and
tried to stop the tumult, and promised to endeavour to-

persuade Cumanus to avenge those that were killed, they

would not hearken to them, but took their weapons, and
entreated the assistance of Eleazar, the son of Dinseus (a

robber, who had many years made his abode in the moun-
tain), and set on fire and plundered several villages of the

Samaritans. When Cumanus heard of this action of theirs,

he took the troop of horse at Sebaste,^ and four regiments

of foot, and armed the Samaritans, and marched out against

the Jews, and came up with them, and slew a great number
of them, but took more alive ; whereupon those that were
the most eminent persons at Jerusalem in reputation and
family, as soon as they saw to what a height of calamity

things had come, put on sackcloth, and heaped ashes upon
their heads, and in all kind of ways besought and urged
the insurgents to consider the utter ruin of their country,

the conflagration of their temple, and the slavery of them-
selves their wives and children, which would be the result

of what they were doing, and to alter their minds, and
cast away their weapons, and for the future be quiet, and
return to their own homes. These arguments prevailed

with them. So the people dispersed, and the robbers went
away again to their strongholds. And from this time all

Judaea was overrun with bands of robbers.

§ 2. But the leading persons of the Samaritans went to

Ummidius Quadratus, the governor of Syria, who was at this

' Jenin, on the borders of the plain of Esdraelon.
^ Sebustieh.
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time at Tyre, and accused the Jews of setting their villages
on fire, and plundering them. They also said that they
were not so much displeased at what they had themselves
suffered, as they were at the contempt thereby shown to the
Romans, for if the Jews had received any injury, they
ought to have made the Eomans the judges of what had
been done, and not overrun the country, as if they had not
the Eomans for their governors. So they now came to him
to obtain satisfaction. This was the accusation which the
Samaritans brought against the Jews. But the Jews
aflBrmed that the Samaritans were the authors of this
tumult and fighting, and before everything maintained
that Cumanus had been bribed by their gifts, and so passed
over in silence the murder of those that had been slain.

When Quadratus heard this, he put off the hearing of the
case, and said he would give sentence after he went into
Judaea, and got a more exact knowledge of the truth.
So they went away without effecting their object : but not
long afterwards Quadratus came to Samaria, where, upon
hearing the case, he came to the conclusion that the
Samaritans were the authors of the disturbance. But,
when he was informed that some of the Jews were for
revolution, he ordered those whom Cumanus had taken
captive to be crucified. From thence he went to a certain

village called Lydda,' which was as big as a city, and there
heard the Samaritans a second time before his tribunal,

and there learned from a certain Samaritan, that one of

the chief of the Jews, whose name was Dortus, and some
other riotous persons with him, four in number, had
urged the multitude to revolt from the Romans. And
Quadratus ordered them to be put to death, but he sent

Ananias the high priest and Ananus the commander in

bonds to Rome, to give account for what they had done to

Claudius Caesar. He also ordered the principal persons

both of the Samaritans and the Jews, as also Cumanus the

governor, and Celer the tribune, to go to Italy to the

emperor, to be judged before him as to their differences

with one another. He next went to the city of Jerusalem,

fearing that the multitude of the Jews would again attempt

1 Ludd.
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a riot, but he found the city in a peaceable state, and cele-

brating one of their usual festivals to G-od. So he believed

that they would not attempt any rioting, and left them
celebrating the festival, and returned to Antioch.

§ 8. Now Cum.anus, and the principal Samaritans, who
were sent to Rome, had a day appointed them by the

emperor, on which they were to plead their cause about their

differences with one another. But the Emperor's freed-

men and friends were very zealous on behalf of Cumanus
and the Samaritans, and they would have prevailed over

the Jews, had not Agrippa Junior, who was then at Rome,
observing that the principal of the Jews were hard set,

earnestly entreated Agrippina, the emperor's wife, to urge

her husband to hear the case, as was agreeable to his

justice, and to condemn those to be punished who were
really the authors of the insurrection. And Claudius was
moved by this request and heard the case, and when he
found that the Samaritans had been the ringleaders in

these troubles, he gave orders that those who had come
up to him should be slain, and that Cumanus should be
banished. He also gave orders that Celer the tribune

should be carried back to Jerusalem, and should be drawn
through the city in the sight of all the people, and then
put to death.

CHAP. VII.

Felix is made Governor of Judcea ; also concerning Agrippa
Junior and his Sisters.

§1-

THEN Claudius sent Felix, the brother of Pallas, to ad-

minister affairs in Judsea. And when he had already

completed the twelfth year of his reign, he bestowed upon
Agrippa the tetrarchy of Philip and Batanaea,^ and added
thereto Trachonitis ' and Abila,' which last had been the

tetrarchy of Lysanias, but he took from him Chalcis,

when he had reigned over it four years. And when

' See Antiq. xvii. 8, § 1. ' el-Lejah. * See Antiq. xix. 5, § 1.
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Agrippa had received these gifts from the Emperor, he
gave his sister DrusiUa ia marriage to Azizus, king of
Emesa, upon his consent to be circumcised. ForEpiphanes,
the son of king Antiochus, refused to many her, not wish-
ing to come over to the Jewish religion, though he had
promised her father formerly he would do so. Agrippa
also gave Mariamne in marriage to Archelaus, the son of
Helcias, to whom she had formerly been betrothed by her
father Agrippa; of which marriage came a daughter, whose
name was Berenice.

§ 2. As for the marriage of DrusiUa and Azizus, it was
no long time afterwards dissolved for the following reason.
When Felix was governor of Judaea, he saw this DrusiUa,
and fell in love with her, for she did indeed excel all other
women in beauty, and he sent to her a person whose name
was Simon, one of his friends, a Jew, bom in Cyprus, who
pretended to be a magician, and endeavoured to persuade
her to forsake her present husband, and marry Felix, and
promised, that if she would not refuse Felix, he would make
her a happy woman. Accordingly she acted wickedly, and
because she was desirous to avoid her sister Berenice's envy
(for she was very ill treated by her on account of her
beauty), was prevailed upon to transgress the laws of her
forefathers, and to marry FeUx. And she had a son by
him, whom she called Agrippa. And how that young man
and his wife perished at the conflagration of Mount Ve-
suvius, in the days of Titus Csesar, shall be related here-

after.'

§ 3. As for Berenice, she lived a widow a good while
after the death of Herod [king of Chalcis], who was both
her husband and uncle, but when the report went that she
committed incest with her brother [Agrippa Junior] , she
urged Polemo, who was king of Cilicia,^ to be circumcised

and to marry her, supposing that by this means she should
prove those calumnies to be false ; and Polemo listened to

her chiefly on account of her riches. But this marriage did

not continue long, for Berenice soon left Polemo, owing, as

was said, to her licentiousness. And he left simultaneously

' This is now wanting.—W.
" The south-eastern portion of Asia Minor ; now the Vilayet of

Jdana.
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both his marriage and the Jewish religion. At the same time
Mariamne put away Archelaus, and married Demetrius,

the principal man among the Alexandrian Jews, both for

his family and wealth; and indeed he was then their

Alabarch. And she named the son whom she had by him
Agrippinus. But of all these particulars I shall hereafter

speak more exactly/

CHAP. VIII.

How, upon the Death of Claudius, Nero succeeded as Em-
peror, as alscfwhat barbarous things he did. Concerning

the Robbers, Murderers, and Impostors that arose while

Felix and Festus were Governors of Judcea.

.§
1-

NOW Claudius Caesar died when he had reigned thir-

teen years, eight months, and twenty days ; and a

report went about from some that he was poisoned by his

wife Agrippina. Her father was G-ermanicus, the Emperor's

brother, and her first husband was Domitius .ffinobarbus,

one of the most illustrious persons in the city of Home ; after

whose death, when she had long continued in widowhood,
Claudius married her, and she brought with her a son,

Domitius, of the same name as his father. Claudius

before this had his wife Messalina slain out of jealousy,

by whom he had had a son Britannicus and a daughter

Octavia ; their eldest sister was Antonia, whom he had by
Petina his first wife. And he married Octavia to Nero

;

for that was the name that Claudius gave Domitius after

adopting him as his son.

§ 2. But Agrippina being afraid that, when Britannicus

should come to man's estate, he would succeed his father

as emperor, and desiring to secure the empire beforehand

for her own son Nero, according to report contrived the

death of Claudius, and immediately sent Burrus, the

general of the army, and the tribunes with him, and such

also of the freedmen as had the greatest influence, to take

Nero away to the camp, and salute him emperor. And
* Tliis is now wanting.—W.
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when Nero had thus obtained the empire, he got Britanni-

cus poisoned so that the multitude should not know of

it, but publicly put his own mother to death not long
afterwards, making her this requital, not only for being
her son, but by bringing it about by her intrigues that

he obtained the Roman empire. He also slew his wife

Octavia and many other illustrious persons, under the pre-

text that they plotted against him.

§ 3. But I omit any further discourse about these affairs,

for many have composed the history of Nero, some of whom
have neglected the truth out of favour to him, having re-

ceived benefits from him, while others, out of hatred to

him, and from the great iU-will which they bore him, have so

impudently raved against him with their lies, that they

justly deserve to be condemned. But I do not wonder at

such as have told lies of Nero, since they have not in their

writings preserved the truth of history as to facts earlier

than his time, even when the persons concerned could have

no way incurred their hatred, since those writers lived a

long time after them. But as to those that have no regard

to truth, they may write as they please ; for in that they

seem to take delight : but as to ourselves, who have made
truth our direct aim, we shall briefly touch upon what only

belongs remotely to our undertaking, but shall relate what
has happened to us Jews with great fulness, and shall not

shrink foom giving an accurate account both of the calami-

ties we have suffered, and of the faults we have been guilty

of. I will now therefore return to the relation of our

affairs.

§ 4. In the first year of the reign of Nero, upon the

death of Azizus, king of Emesa, his brother Sohemus suc-

ceeded him in the kingdom. And Aristobulus, the son of

Herod, king of Chalcis, was entrusted by Nero with the

government of Lesser Armenia. The emperor also be-

stowed on Agrippa a certain part of Galilee, ordering

Tiberias ' and Taricheas * to submit to his jurisdiction. He
wave him also Julias,^ a city in Persea, and fourteen villages

that lay about it.

' Tuharlya.
2 Probably Kerak, at the south end of the Sea of Galilee.

2 Bethsaida-Julias. See Antiq. xviii. 2, § 1, and 4, § 6.
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§ 5. Now the affairs of tlie Jews grew worse and worse
continually. For the country was again full of bands of
robbers, and of impostors who deluded the multitude.
Tet did Felix capture and put to death many of these
impostors every day, as well as the robbers. He also
took alive Eleazar, the son of Dinseus, who had got to-
gether a company of robbers, and this he did by treachery,
for he gave him assurance that he should suffer no harm,
and so persuaded him to come to him ; but when he came
he bound him, and sent him to Eome. Felix was also
vexed with the high priest Jonathan, because he frequently
gave him admonitions about governing the Jewish affairs

better than he did, lest he should himself have complaints
made of him by the multitude, since it was he who had
asked Claudius to send him as governor of Judaea. So Felix
contrived a method whereby he might get rid of him, now
he was become so continually troublesome to him ; for
continual admonition is grievous to those who are disposed
to actunjustly. So in consequence of this Felix persuadedone
of Jonathan's most trusted friends, a native of Jerusalem,
whose name was Doras, to bring the robbers upon Jonathan
to kill him ; and this he did by promising to give him a
great deal of money for so doing. Doras complied with
the proposal, and contrived matters so, that the robbers
might murder him in the following manner. Certain of
those robbers went up to the city, as if they were going to
worship God, but with daggers under their garments, and
mingling themselves with the multitude slew Jonathan.
And as this murder was never punished, the robbers went
up with the greatest security to the festivals after this
time, and having their weapons concealed in like manner
as before, and mingling themselves with the multitude,
they slew both their own enemies and those whom other
men wanted them to kill for money, not only in other parts
of the city, but some even in the temple itself, for they
had the boldness to murder men there, without thinking
of the impiety of which they were guilty. And this seems
to me the reason why Grod, out of his hatred of these men's
wickedness, rejected our city, and no longer judged the
temple sufficiently pure for him to dwell therein, but
brought the Romans upon us, and threw a fire upon the'
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city to purge it, and brought slavery upon us and our
wives and children, being desirous to sober us by our
calamities.

§ 6. With such impiety did the actions that were done
by the robbers fiU the city. And impostors and deceivers
urged the multitude to follow them into the wilderness,
and pretended that they would exhibit manifest wonders
and signs, that should be performed by the providence of
God. And many that were persuaded by them suffered

the punishment of their folly: for Felix brought them
back, and then punished them. There also came out of
Egypt about this time to Jerusalem one that said he was
a prophet, and advised the multitude of the common people
to go along with him to the Mount of Olives, as it was
called, which lay opposite the city at five furlongs dis-

tance : for he said he wished to show them from thence,

how, at his command, the walls of Jerusalem would fall

down, through which he promised to procure them an en-

trance into the city. Now, when Felix was informed of this,

he ordered his soldiers to take their weapons, and himself set

out from Jerusalem with a great number of horse and foot,

and attacked the Egyptian and those that were with him,
and slew four hundred of them, and took two hundi-ed

aUve. But the Egyptian himself escaped out of the fight,

and did not appear any more. And again the robbers

stirred up the people to make war against the Eomans,
and said they ought not to obey them at all, and if any
persons would not comply with them, they set fire to their

villages, and plundered them.

§ 7. And now a great quarrel arose between the Jews
and Syrians who inhabited Caesarea, as to their equal right

to the privileges of citizenship. For the Jews claimed

the pre-eminence, because Herod their king, the founder

of Caesarea, was by birth a Jew. Now the Syi-ians did

not deny what was stated about Herod, but they said

that Caesarea was formerly called Strato's Tower, and that

then there was not one Jewish inhabitant in the city.

When the rulers of that district heard of this, they arrested

the ringleaders of this dispute on both sides, and tormented

them with stripes, and so put a stop to the disturbance for

a time. But the Jewish citizens, relying on their wealth,

III. E D
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and on that account despising tlie Syrians, reproached

them again, and hoped to provoke them by their re-

proaches. However, the Syrians, though they were inferior

in wealth, valued themselves highly because most that

served there as soldiers under the Romans were from

Csesarea' or Sebaste,^ so they also for some time used re-

firoachful language to the Jews, till at last they came to

throwing stones at one another, and several were wounded
and fell on both sides, though the Jews were the conquerors.

But when Felix saw that this quarrel was become a kind of

war, he sprung forward and desired the Jews to desist, and
when they refused so to do, he armed his soldiers, and sent

them out at them, and slew many of them, and took more
of them alive, and permitted his soldiers to plunder some
of the houses of many of the citizens, which were full of

riches. And now the Jews that were more moderate, and

of j)rincipal dignity among them, were afraid for them-

selves, and begged of Felix that he would sound a retreat

to his soldiers, and spare them for the future, and give

them opportunity to repent of what they had done ; and
Felix was prevailed ui:ion to do so.

§ 8. About this time king Agrippa gave the high priest-

hood to Ishmael, who was the son of Fabi. And now
arose dissension between the high jsriests and the leading

men of the multitude of Jerusalem, each of whom got

about them a company of the boldest sort of men, and of

those that loved innovation, and became leaders to them,

and when they met together, they cast reproachful words and
threw stones at one another. And therewas nobody to punish

them, but these things were done with imjiunity as in a

city without a government. And such shamelessness and
boldness seized on the high priests, that they ventured to

send their slaves to the threshing floors, to take the tithes

that were due to the priests, so that the poorest sort of the

priests died for want. To this degree did the violence of

faction prevail over all right and justice

!

§ 9. Now, when Porcius Festus was sent as successor to

Felix by Nero, the principal of the Jewish inhabitants of

Csesarea went up to Rome to accuse Felix ; and he would

' Kaisariyeh. " Scbtistieh.
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certa'.nly have been brought to punishment for his offences

against the Jews, had not Nero yielded to the importunate
solicitations of his brother Pallas, who was at that time
held in the greatest honour by him. And two of the prin-

cipal Syrians in Csesarea bribed Burrus (who was Nero's
tutor, and secretaiy for his Grreek letters), by a great sum
of money, to disannul the equality of the privileges of

citizenship which the Jews enjoyed with the Syrians. And
Burrus by his solicitations obtained leave of the emperor
that a letter should be written to that purpose. This letter

became the occasion of the subsequent miseries that befell

our nation ; for, when the Jews of Csesarea were informed
of the contents of this letter to the Syrians, they were more
disorderly than ever, till they kindled a war.

§ 10. tjpon Festus' coming into Judsea, it happened that

Judaea was afflicted by the robbers, as all the villages were

set on fire, and plundered by them. And now it was that

the Sicarii, as they were called (who were robbers) grew
numerous. They made use of small swords, very similar

in size to the Persian acinaces, but somewhat crooked, and
like the Roman sicae, as they were called, and from these

weapons these robbers got their denomination, and with

these weapons they slew a great many. For they mingled
themselves among the multitude at their festivals, as I said

before, when they came up in crowds from all parts to the

city to worship God, and easily slew those they had a mind
to slay. They also came frequently with their weapons to

the villages belonging to their enemies, and plundered them,

and set them on fire. And Festus sent forces both of horse

and foot, to fall upon those that had been seduced by a cer-

tain impostor, who promised them deliverance and freedom

from the miseries they suffered from, if they would but

follow him as far as the wilderness. And the forces that

were sent destroyed both the impostor and his followers.

§ 11. About this time king Agrippa built himself a very

large dining-room in the royal palace at Jerusalem, near the

portico. This palace had been erected of old by the sons

of Asamonoeus, and was situated upon an elevation, and

afforded a most delightful prospect to those who wished

to overlook the city, which prospect was desired by the

king, for there he could recline and see what was being
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done in the temple. Now when the chief men of Jeru'salem

observed this, they were very much displeased ; for it was
not agreeable to the habits or laws of our country, that what
was done in the temple should be overlooked, especially what
belonged to the sacrifices. They therefore erected a high
wall before the hall in the inner part of the temple towards

the west, and this wall, when it was built, did not only inter-

cept the view from the dining-room in the palace, but also the

view from the western portico in the outer part of the

temple, where the Romans kept guard near the temple at

the festivals. At these doings king Agrippa was much dis-

pleased, and still more Festus the governor, and Festus

ordered them to pull the wall down again ; but the Jews
petitioned him to give them leave to send an embassage
about this matter to Nero ; for they said they could not

endure to live, if any part of the temple were demolished

;

and when Festus had given them leave to do so they sent

ten of their principal men to Nero, as also Ishmael the high

priest, and Helcias the keeper of the sacred treasure. And
when Nero had heard what they had to say, he not only

forgave them what they had already done, but also gave

them leave to let the wall they had built stand, in order to

gratify his wife Poppaea, who was a religious woman, and
had requested these favours of Nero, and who gave orders

to the ten ambassadors to go their way home, but retained

Helcias and Ishmael as hostages with herself. As soon as

the king heard this news, he gave the high priesthood to

Joseph (who was called Cabi), the son of Simon who was
formerly high priest.

CHAP. IX.

Concerning Albinus, under lohose Governorship James was
slain, also what Edifices were built hy Agrippa.

§1-

AND Nero, upon heariag of the death of Festus, sent

Albinus into Judsea, as governor. And king Agrippa
deprived Joseph of the high priesthood, and bestowed the

isuccession to that dignity on the son of Ananus, who was
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also himself called Anainis. IJliey say that this older

Ananus was a most fortunate man ; for he had five sons,

who were all high priests to G-od, and he had himself en-

joyed that dignity a very long time formerly, which had
never happened to any other of our high priests. But the
younger Ananus, who, as I have said already, succeeded to

the high priesthood, was a bold man iu his temper, and
very audacious, and followed the sect of the Sadducees,

who are more severe in punishing offenders than all

other Jews, as I have already shown. As therefore

Ananus was of such a disposition, he thought he had now
a good opportunity [to exercise his authority,] as Pestus

was now dead, and Albinus was still on the road, so he as-

sembled the sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them
the brother of Jesus who was called Christ, whose name
was James, and some others, and having accused them as

breakers of the law, he delivered them over to be stoned.

But those who seemed the most moderate of the citizens,

and strict in the observance of the laws, disliked what was
done ; and secretly sent to king Agrippa, beseeching him to

bid Ananus to act so no more, for what he had already done

was not done rightly. Nay, some of them also went to meet
Albinus, as he was upon his journey from Alexandria, and
informed him that it was not lawful for Ananus to assemble

a sanhedrim without his consent. And Albinus listened to

what they said, and wrote in anger to Ananus, and threat-

ened that he would bring him to punishment for what he

had done. And king Agrippa took the high priesthood

from him, when he had ruled but three months, and made
Jesus the son of Damnseus high priest.

§ 2. Now as soon as Albinus was come to the city of

Jerusalem, he used all his endeavours and care that the

country might be kept in peace, so he slew many of the

Sicarii. As for the high priest Ananias, he increased in

credit every day, and obtained the favour and esteem of the

citizens in a signal manner. For he was a great maker of

money ; so he daily courted the friendship of Albinus and

the high priest by making them presents. But he had

servants who were very wicked, who joined themselves to

the boldest sort of the people, and went to the threshing-

floors, and took away by violence the tithes that belonged
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to the priests, and did not refrain from beating such as

would not give these tithes to them. And the high priests

acted in the same manner as Ananias' servants did, without

any one's being able to prevent them. And so [some of the]

priests that were wont of old to be supported with those

tithes, died for want of food.

§ 3. And the Sicarii again went into the city by night

just before the festival, for one was now at hand, and took

alive the scribe belonging to Eleazar the governor of the

temple (who was the son of Ananus the high priest), and
bound him, and earned him away with them. They then

sent to Ananias, and said that they would send the scribe

to him, if he would persuade Albinus to release ten of their

party whom he had captured and put in bonds. So Ananias

was forced to beg Albinus to do so, and gained his reqviest.

This was the beginning of greater calamities ; for the

robbers perpetually contrived to take alive some of Ananias'

servants, and when they had captured them, they would
not let them go except in exchange for some of their own
Sicarii. And as they were again become no small number,
they grew bold again, and ravaged the whole country.

§ 4. About this time king Agrippa built Ceesarea Philippi ^

larger than it was before, and, in honour of Nero called it

Neronias. And when he had built a theatre at Berytus ' at

vast expense, he exhibited shows to the people there every

year, and spent therein many ten thousand [drachmae] ; for

he gave the people com and distributed oil among them.
And he adorned the entire city with statues of his own dona-

tion, and with original images made by ancient hands, nay,

he almost transferred there all that was most ornamental
in his own kingdom. This made him greatly hated by his

subjects, because he took away the things that belonged to

them to adorn a foreign city. And now Jesus the son of

Gramaliel became the successor of Jesus, the son of Dam-
nseus, in the high priesthood, which the king had taken
from the latter ; and so a quarrel arose between the high
priests, and they got together bodies of the boldest sort

of people, who frequently from reproaches proceeded to

throwing stones at each other. But Ananias got the best of

it, as by his riches he gained over those that were most
^ Bdnids. ' BeirHi.
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ready to receive. Costobaras also and Saulus got together
a multitude of -wicked -vvi-etches, for they were of the royal
family, and obtained favour because of their kindred to
Agrippa, but they were violent and ready to plunder those
who iwere weaker thau themselves. And from that time
chiefly it came to pass, that our city greatly suffered,
and that all things grew worse and worse among us.

§ 5. Now when Albinus heard that Gessius Floras was
coming to succeed him, he was desirous to appear to have
done something for the people of Jerusalem, so he brought
out all those prisoners who seemed to him to be most
plainly deserving of death, and ordered them to be put to
death accordingly ; but as for those who had been put into
prison for some trifling matter, he took money of them, and
dismissed them. So the prisons were emptied, but the
country was filled with robbers.

§ 6. Now as many of the Levites (a tribe of ours) as

were singers of hymns urged the king to assemble a san-
hedrim, and to give them leave to wear linen garments as

well as the priests ; for they said it would be a work worthy
the times of his government, to date from them the com-
mencement of such a novelty. Nor did they fail to obtain
their desire ; for the king, with the suffrages of those who
came to the sanhedrim, granted the singers of hymns
this privilege, that they might lay aside their former gar-

ments, and wear such a linen one as they desired ; and as

part of this tribe ministered in the temple, he also per-

mitted them to learn the hymns as they had besought him.
Now all this was contrary to the laws of oiu' coimtry, and
whenever they have been transgressed, we have never been
able to escape the punishment of such transgressions.

§ 7. And now the temple was quite finished. So, when
the people saw that the workmen, who were above eighteen

thousand, were unemployed, and as they received no wages
were in want, because they had earned their bread by their

labours about the temple, and as they were unwilling to

keep them out of the treasures deposited there from fear

of the Romans, though as they desired to make pro-

vision for the workmen, they had a mind to expend those

treasures upon them (for if any one of them did but labour

for a single hour, he received his pay immediately), they
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urged the king to rebuild the east portico. This portico

was on the outer part of the temple, and lay in a deep
valley, and had walls four hundred cubits [in length],

built of square and very white stones, the length of

each stone being twenty cubits, and the height six cubits.

This was the work of king Solomon, who first of all built

the entire temple. But king Agrippa (who had the care of

the temple committed to him by Claudius Caesar), consider-

ing that it is easy to demolish any building, but hard to

build it up again, and that it was particularly so in the

case of this portico (for it would require a considerable

time and great sums of money), denied the petitioners

their request about this matter; but he did not prevent

their paving the city with white stone. He also deprived
Jesus the son of G-amaliel of the high priesthood, and gave
it to Matthias, the son of Theophilus, under whom the war
between the Jews and Romans began.

CHAP. X.

An enumeration of the High, Priests.

§1-
T NOW think it necessary and proper for this history to
-»- give an account of our high priests ; how they began,
who had that dignity, and how many of them there were to

the end of the war. They say then that Aaron, the brother
of Moses, first of&ciated to God as high priest, and that

after his death his sons immediately succeeded him, and
that this dignity has been continued down from them to

all their posterity. Hence it is a custom of our country,
that no one should take the high priesthood of God, but he
who is of the blood of Aaron, while every one that is of

another stock, though he were a king, can never obtain
that high priesthood. Accordingly, the number of all the
high priests from Aaron, who was (as I have said) first of

them, until Phinees, who was made high priest during the
war by the seditious, was eighty-three. Thirteen of these
officiated as high priests from the days of Moses in the
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wilderness, while the tabernacle was standing, until the
people came into Judsea, when king Solomon erected the
temple to G-od : for at first thej held the high priesthood
till the end of their life, though afterwards they had suc-

cessors even while ther were alive. And these thirteen,

who were descendants of the two sons of Aaron, received

this dignity by succession, one after another. Now their

first form of government was an aristocracy, and after that

a monarchy, and in the third place the government was
regal. Now the number of years during the rule of these

thirteen, from the day when our fathers departed out of

Egypt, under Moses as their leader, until the building of

the temple which king Solomon erected at Jerusalem, was
six hundred and twelve. After those thirteen high priests,

eighteen took the high priesthood at Jerusalem, one in

succession to another, from the days of king Solomon, until

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, made an expedition

against Jerusalem and burnt the temple, and removed our

nation to Babylon, and took Josedek the high priest cap-

tive. The time of these high priests was four hundred and
sixty-six years six months and ten days, while the Jews
were still under kingly government. But after the period of

seventy years' captivity under the Babylonians, Cyrus, king

of Persia, sent the Jews from Babylon to their own land

again, and gave them leave to rebuild their temple ; at

which time Jesus, the son of Josedek, took the high priest-

hood over the captives when they had returned home. Now
he and his posterity, who were in all fifteen, lived under a

democratical government for four hundred and fourteen

years, until king Aatiochus Eupator, and then the fore-

mentioned Antiochus, and Lysias the general of his army,

deprived Onias, who was also called Menelaus, of the high

priesthood, and slew him at Bercea,' and putting his son

out of the succession appointed Jacimus as high priest, who
was indeed of the stock of Aaron, but not of the family of

Onias. On which account Onias, who was cousin of the

Onias that was dead, and had the same name as his father,

went into Egypt, and became friendly with Ptolemy

Philometor and his wife Cleopatra, and persuaded them to

^ Aleppo.
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make him high priest of the temple ^ which they had built

to God in the district of Heliopolis, in imitation of that at

Jerusalena ; and as to that temple which was built in

Egypt, I have spoken of it frequently. Now, when Jacimus
had retained the priesthood three years, he died, and there

was no one that succeeded him, but the city continued
seven years without a high priest. After that the posterity

of the sons of Asamonaeus, who had the government of the
nation conferred upon them, when theyhad beaten the Mace-
donians in war, appointed Jonathan to be their high priest,

who ruled over them seven years. And when he had been
slain by the treacherous contrivance of Trypho, as I have
before related, Simon his brother took the high priesthood

;

and when he was killed at a feast by the treachery of his

son-in-law, his son, whose name was Hyrcanus, succeeded
him, after he had held the high priesthood one year longer
than his brother. This Hyrcanus enjoyed the dignity thirty

years, and died an old man, leaving the succession to Judas,
who was also called Aristobulus, whose brother Alexander
succeeded him ; this Judas died of illness, after he had
held the priesthood together with the royal authority (for

this Judas was the first that put on his head a diadem,
which he wore for one year). And when Alexander had
been both king and high priest for twenty-seven years, he
departed this life, and permitted his wife Alexandra to
appoint the next high priest ; so she gave the high priest-

hood to Hyrcanus, but retained the kingdom herself nine
years, and then departed this life. For the same period
only did her son H3rrcanus enjoy the high priesthood ; for
after her death his brother Aristobulus fought against him,
and beat him, and deprived him of his high priesthood, and
did himself not only reign, but perform the office of high
priest to God. But when he had reigned three years and as
many months, Pompey came and took the city of Jerusalem
by storm, and put him and his children in bonds, and sent
them to Eome. He also restored the high priesthood to
Hyrcanus, and made him ruler of the nation, but forbade
him to wear a diadem. This Hyrcanus ruled, besides his
first nine years, twenty-four years more, when Barzaphames
and Pacorus, rulers of the Parthians, crossed over the

' Possibly at Tell el-Yehudi.
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Euphrates, and fought with Hyrcanus, and took him alive,
and made Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, king

; and
when he had reigned three years and three months, Sossius
and Herod besieged and captured him, and Antony had
him brought to Antioch and slain there. And Herod, who
was then made king by the Romans, did no longer appoint
high priests out of the descendants of Asamonseus, but
appointed to that office men of no note, and barely priests,

with the single exception of Aristobulus. For he made this
Aristobulus high pnest, who was the grandson of Hyrcanus
who was taken by the Parthians, and married his sister Mari-
amne, only to win the good-will of the people, because of
their remembrance of Hyrcanus. But afterwards, being
afraid that aU would faU away to Aristobulus, he put him to
death, contriving to have him suffocated as he was swim-
ming at Jericho, as I have already related; and after him
he never intrusted the high priesthood to the posterity of
the sons of Asmonseus. Herod's son Archelaus also acted
like his father in the appointment of high priests, as did the
Romans also, who took the government over the Jews into

their own hands after Archelaus. And the number of the
high priests, from the days of Herod until the day when
Titus took and burnt the temple and the city, was in all

twenty-eight, and the period they were high priests was a
hundred and seven years. Some of them took part in affairs

in the reigns of Herod and Archelaus his son, but after their

death the government became an aristocracy, and the high
priests were intrusted with dominion over the nation. Thus
much may suffice to say concerning our high priests.

CHAP. XI.

Concerning Gessius Florus the Governor, who forced the Jews
to take up arms against the Romans. Conclusion of the

Antiquities of the Jews.

§1-

NOW Gessius Morus, who was sent as successor to Albi-

nus by Nero, filled Judaea with many miseries. He
was a native of Clazomense, and brought with him his wife
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Cleopatra, (by whose friendsliip with Nero's wife Poppsea
he obtained this government,) who was as wicked as he was.
This Floras was so bad and violent in the exercise of his

authority, that the Jews cried up Albinus as their bene-
factor, so excessive were the evils that Floras brought
upon them. For Albinus concealed his wickedness, and
was careful that it might not be discovered by anybody

;

but Gessius Floras, as though he had been despatched
to Judsea on purpose to display his crimes, ostenta-

tiously showed his lawlessness to our nation, never
omitting any rapine or unjust punishment ; for he was
not to be moved by pity, and was never satisfied with any
amount of gain, nor did he pay any more regard to great
than to small acquisitions, but went shares even with the
robbers. For many pnrsued that calling without fear, feeling

perfect security, because he went shares in their robberies
;

so that there were no bounds set to the nation's miseries
;

but the unhappy Jews, being unable to bear the devasta-
tions which the robbers made among them, were all forced
to leave their own habitations and flee away, as if thev
could dwell better any where else in the world among
foreigners. And why need I say any more, for it was
Floras who forced us to take up arms against the Romans,
as we thought it better to be destroyed at once than bv
little and little. For this war began in the second year of
the government of Floras, and in the twelfth year"of the
reign of Nero. And what actions we were forced to do,
or what miseries we had to suffer, may be accurately
known by such as will peruse those books which I have
written about the Jewish war.

§ 2. I shall now, therefore, make an end here of my
Antiquities, after which I began to write my accoiint of
the war. Now these Antiquities contain what has been
delivered down to us from the original creation of man
to the 'twelfth year of the reign of Nero, as to what has
befallen us Jews, as well in Egypt as in Syria and in
Palestine, and what we have suffered from the Assyrians
and Babylonians, and what afflictions the Persians and
Macedonians brought upon us, and after them the
Romans. And I think I may say that I have composed this
history with all accuracy. I have attempted to enumerate
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the lugh priests that we have had during the interval of
two thousand years. I have also accurately recorded the
succession of our kings, and related their actions and
polity, as also the power of our monarchs, and all accord-
ing to what is written in our sacred books ; for this is

what I promised to do in the beginning of this history.

And I make bold to say, now I have completed the work I

proposed to myself to do, that no other person, whether
Jew or foreigner, had he ever so great an inclination to it,

could have given so accurate an account to the Greeks as

I have done. For those of my own nation freely acknow-
ledge, that I far exceed them in the learning belonging to

Jews ; I have also taken a great deal of pains to obtain

the learning of the Greeks, and understand the elements
of the Greek language, although I have so long accus-

tomed myself to speak our own tongue, that I cannot pro-

nounce Greek with sufficient exactness. For our nation

does not encourage those that learn the languages of many
nations, and so adorn their discourses with the smooth-

ness of their periods, because they look upon this sort of

accomplishment as common not only to all sorts of free

men, but to as many servants as please to learn them, and
they give those only the testimony of being wise men who
are fully acquainted with our laws, and able to interpret

the meaning of the holy writings. And so, though there

have been many who have done their endeavours with

great patience to obtain this learning, there have been
hardly as many as two or three that have succeeded therein,

and immediately got the fruit of their labours.

§ 3. And now perhaps it wiU not be invidious or unapt,

if I treat briefly of my own family, and of the actions of

my own life,' while there are still living such as can either

prove what I say to be false, or attest that it is true. So

I shall here put an end to these Antiquities, which are

contained in twenty books and sixty thousand Hues. And
if God permit me, I shall briefly run over the war again,

and what befell us to this very day, which is the thirteenth

year of the reign of the Emperor Domitian, and the fifty-

sixth year of my own life. I intend also to write four

' The Life here referred to, will be found at the beginning of

Volume I.
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books concerning our Jewisli opinions about Grod and his

being and concerning our laws, and why, according to

them, some things are permitted us to do, and others are

prohibited.



INDEX.

Aaron, brother of Moses, i. 170,

177, 191, 193, 212, 214, 215,

231, 232, 243, 244, 245, 248,

249, 346.

Abel, i. 75.

Abiathar, David's high priest, i.

395, 397, 413 : ii. 21, 37, 41, 48,

54, 64, 66, 67,' 73, 74.

Abigail, first Nabal's wife, then
David's, i. 402, 403, 404 ; ii. 5.

Abila, i. 264, 289.

Abimelech, King of Gerar. i. 100,

101, 110, 111.

Abimelech, son of Gideon, i. 326-

329.

Abishai. David's nephew, i. 405
;

ii. 3, 4, 9, 20, 23, 24, 38, 43, 49,

55, 58.

Abner, Saul's first cousin, i. 358,

371, 405 ; ii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,

9, 70.

Abraham, i. 90, 91, 92, 93.95,96,

97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103,

104, 105, 106, 109, 110; ii. 61.

Absalom, son of David, ii, 5, 30,

32, 33-45.

Acme, iii. 227, 228, 235.

Actium, famous sea-fight off, iii.

95, 98, 103, 107, 168.

Adam, i. 72, 73, 74, 75, 77, 79.

Adonibezek, i. 307, 308.

Adonijah, son of David, ii. 5, 63,

64, 65, 66, 72, 73.

Adriatic sea, i. 3.

jEbutius, i. 19, 20.

Agag, i. 373, 376.

Agrippa, the Great, iii. 288, 289,

290, 291, 292, 293, 294, 295,

296, 297, 298, 299, 300, 301,

302, 304, 305, 310, 311, 312,

358, 359, 363, 364, 365, 366,

367, 368, 369, 370, 371, 372,

373, 374.

Agrippa Junior, son of the former,
i. 7, 8, 18, 19, 25, 28, 50, 52, 53,
54; iii. 375, 376, 378, 391, 396,
397, 399, 402, 403,404,405, 406,
408.

Agrippa, son of Josephus, i. 62.

Agrippina, mother of Nero, and
wife of Claudius, iii. 396, 398,
399.

Ahab, ICing of Israel, son of Omri,
ii. 131, 133, 134, 136, 138-150.

Ahaziah, son of Ahab, ii. 150, 153,
154, 155.

Ahijah, the prophet, ii. 109.

Aliitophel, ii. 36-42.

Ai, i. 293, 295.

Alcimus, high priest, ii. 357-361.
Alexander the Great, i. 182 ; ii.

294, 295, 296, 297, 298, 299,
300.

Alexander, son ofHerod the Great,
iii. 132, 147, 156-166, 175, 176,
177, 180-185, 191-195, 199-205,
208, 209.

Ale.-iandria, i. 60, 69 ; ii. 302,318.
325, 327, 329, 335, 375, 376;
iii. 61, 305, 364, 365, 366,
384.

Alexandrium, fortress of, ii. 433
;

iii. 15, 16, 67, 148, 193, 204.
Aliturus, a favourite actor of Nero,

i. 4.

Araalekites, the, i. 189, 190, 191,

192, 284, 322, 371, 372, 373,

374, 375, 376, 407, 413, 414,
415; ii. 183, 184.

Amasa, Absalom's general, ii. 43,

48, 52, 53, 70.

Ambition, evil of, ii. 7.

Amnon, son of David, ii. 5, 30, 31,

32, 33.

Amram, father of Moses, i. 158,

159, 161.
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Ananias, a Pharisee, and opponent
of Josephus, i. 30, 43, 47, 49.

Antigonua, son of Aristobulus, iii.

14, 24, 48, 54, 55, 59, 62, 63, 64,

65, 66, 67, 69, 70, 71, 73, 76, 77,

79.

Antioch, ii. 318, 356, 369, 377,

380, 381, 382; iii. 112, 255.

Antiochus, Epiphanes, ii. 247,

334, 335, 336, 337, 338, 343,

352, 353, 404.

Antipater, father of Herod the

Great, iii. 2, 3, 21, 22, 23, 24,

27, 28, 31, 44, 45, 46, 62, 78,

106. first called Antipas, iii.

0,

Antipater, son of Herod the Great,

iii. 49, 158, 159, 175, 182, 183,

191, 192, 206, 207, 208, 209,

211, 212, 214-228, 235, 236.

Antonia, fortress of, i. 4 ; ii. 414
;

iii. 123, 142, 143, 145, 279,

378.

Antony, Marie, iii, 15, 45, 49, 50,

51, 52, 53,61,62,63,66,67,70,
71, 75, 77, 79, 82,83, 88, 89, 90,

92, 93, 94, 95, 97, 103. 104, 107,

111, 117.

Anubis, Egyptian god, iii. 276,

277.

Apamea, ii. 400 ; iii. 7, 44, 93.

Arbela, i. 29, 46 ; ii. 362 ; iii. 67.

Archelaus, son and successor of

Herod the Great, iii. 209, 236,

238, 239, 240, 241, 242, 243,

244, 245, 246, 247, 258, 261,

262, 263.

Aristobulus,son ofJohn Hyrcanus,
ii. 413-416. Called Philhellen,

ii. 416.

Aristobulus,sonof Alexander Jan-

nseus, ii. 431-435; iii. 2-10, 14,

16, 17,21.
Aristiibiilns, brother of Mariamne,

iii. 62, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87,

88.

Aristobulus, son of Herod the

Great, iii. 132, 147, 156-166,

175, 176, 183, 192, 194, 199-205,

208, 209.

Arithmetic, i. 93.

Ark, Noah's, i. 78, 79, 80, 81 ; iii.

381.

Armenia, i. 80, 81 ; ii. 433, 434
;

iij. 5, 94.

Artabanus, King of the Parthians,
iii. 384, 385, 386.

Artaxerxes, son of Xerxes, ii. 276-
292.

Asahel, brother of Joab, ii. 3, 4.

Ascalon, i. 301,308,316,347,382;
ii. 327, 379, 386 ; iii. 22.

Ashdod (or Azotus), i. 301, 308,
346,347; ii. 346, 352, 378, 379,
380.

Asochis, i. 32, 35, 56 ; ii. 419.

Asphaltitis, the Lake, i. 94, 249 ;

ii. 151, 186; iii. 104, 233.
Astronomy, i. 93.

Athenians, honours paid by to the
Jews, iii. 25, 26.

Augustus, the Roman Emperor,
iii. 45, 49, 62, 63, 66, 95, 97,

103, 106, 107, 108, 109, 111,

112, 126, 127, 132, 134, loj,

147, 160-165, 167, 170, 171,

189, 190, 194-199, 235, 243,
246, 247, 254, 255, 257-262,
269, 270, 335, 336, 337.

Azotus, see Ashdod.

Baal, the god of the Tyrians. ii.

174, 175.

Babylon, i. 84, 85, 92 ; ii. 99, 207,
209, 215, 218, 225, 226, 227,
231, 238, 240, 248, 249. 273.
353, 392.

Balaam, i. 252, 253,254,255, 256,
260,261.

Balak, i. 252, 253, 254, 255, 256.
Balsam, the, iii. 10, 93.

Baltasar, ii. 240-243.
Banus, an eremite, i. 2, 3.

Barak, i. 320, 321, 322.
Barzillai, ii. 42, 50, 51.

Batantea, i. 10, 28; iii. 132, 210,
258.

Bathsheba, first Uriah's wife, then
David's, ii. 25. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30,
64, 65, 72, 73.

Beersheba, i. 101, 152, 353; ii.

136, 178.



417

Benaiah, ii. 21, 38.

Berenice, sister of Agrippa Junior,

i. 9, 19, 50, 52 ; iii. 375, 397.

Berosus, i. 81, 83, 91 ; ii. 205, 238,

239.

Berytus, i. 9, 28, 52 ; iii. 197, 199,

200,201,253, 372,406.
Besara, i. 19.

Bethel, i. 114, 124. 301, 309, 313,

353, 358, 365; ii. 112, 113,

366.

Betlilehem, i. 310, 322, 339, 376,

378; ii. 4,57, 117.

Bethmaus, i. 11, 12.

Boaz, i. 340, 341, 342.

Brutus, murderer of famous J ulius

Caesar, iii. 44, 350.

CiEsar, the famous Julius, iii. 21,

22, 23, 24, 27, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35,

36, 44, 350. All the Roman
Emperors called Caesar, ii. 99,

100.

Csesarea by the sea. See Strato's

Tower.
Caesarea Philippi, i. 9, 10, 11, 13

;

iii. 269, 406.

Csesonia, wife of Caius, cruelly

murdered, iii. 351, 352.

Cain, i. 75, 76, 77.

Caius, Roman Emperor, iii. 291,

294, 295, 297, 298, 299, 300,

301, 302, 304, 305-313, 325-354,

358.

Caleb, i. 231, 308.

Cambyses, son of Cyrus, ii. 251-

253.

Cana, in Galilee, i. 15, 58 ; ii.

428.

Canaan, land of, L 88, 91, 92, 93,

96,97, 105, 113, 116, 121, 141,

143, 144, 152, 155, 156, 159, and
passim.

Capellus {JiJius), of Tiberias, i. 6,

11, 12,44.

Carmel, Mount, i. 301 ; ii. 78, 134,

136 ; iii. 54.

Carus, Herod's catamite, iii. 213.

Cassius, one of Julius Caesar's

murderers, iii. 21,44, 45, 46, 47,

48, 49, 350.

in. K

Ccstius Gallus, i. 6, 33,51, 55,57,
58.

Chabolo, i. 34, 36.

Chferea, chief assassin of Caius, iii.

327-341 , 350, 351, 352, 360, 361,
362,363.

Chaldaea, i. 90, 91 ; ii. 209.
Chaldseans, first astronomers, i.

93. Famous for learning, ii.

232, 234, 235, 241.

Children not always like parents,
i. 353.

Christ, Jesus, iii. 274, 275, 405.

Cilicia, i. 87 ; ii. 187, 377, 381,

386 ; iii. 52, 195.

Circumcision, i. 97, 98, 102 ; ii.

119, 120, 406 ; iii. 382, 383.

Claudius, Roman Emperor, i.234
;

iii. 339, 347, 348, 354-366, 370,

371, 373, 375, 376, 377, 378,

379, 382, 391, 396, 398.

Cleopatra, the famous favourite of

Antony, iii. 52, 61, 82, 83, 85,

88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95,

96, 107, 111, 117.

Coele-Syria, i. 89, 100; ii. 231,

238, 252, 253, 258, 274, 294,

319, 320, 326, 377, 386, 397,

421, 428 ; iii. 6, 8, 13, 14, 31,

45, 90.

Corah, rebellion of, i. 236-244.

Crassus, iii. 19, 21.

Creation, the, i. 71, 72.

Crete, i. 62.

Cumanus, governor of Judaea, iii.

391, 392, 393, 394, 395, 396.

Curses pronounced from Mount
Ebal, i. 284, 289.

Cyprus, i. 87 ; ii. 417, 418, 422
;

iii. 260.

Cyrene, i. 62.

Cyrenius, iii. 264, 268, 269.

Cyrus, king of Persia, ii. 240,

243, 248, 249, 250, 251, 263, 264.

Dagon, god of Ashdod, i. 346,

347 ; ii. 379.

Dabaritta, L 20, 47.

Damascus, i. 6, 89, 92, 95 ; ii. 19,

144, 167, 193, 195, 296, 392;
iii. ti, 7, 8, 30, 93.
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Dan, place so called, i. 95 ; ii.

112, 113, 129.

Daniel, the Prophet, ii. 232, 233,

234, 235, 236, 237, 241, 242,

243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248,

299, 347.

Darius, king of Media, son of

Hystaspes, ii. 240, 243, 244,

245, 253, 254, 257, 258, 263,

264, 265, 266, 294, 295, 296.

David, i. 342, 377, 378, 380, 381,

382, 383, 384, 385, 386, 387,

388, 389, 390, 391, 392, 393,

394, 397, 398, 399, 400-408, 412,

413,414; ii. 1-17,19-71. David's

tomb, ii. 71, 72, 404; iii. 173,

174.

Deborah, the Prophetess, i. 320,

321, 322.

Decapolis, i. 50, 60.

Deluge, the, i. 80-82.

Demons, exorcizing of, ii. 79, 80.

Dicajarchia, i. 4 ; iii. 259, 290,

304, 326.

Dinah, only daughter of Jacob, i.

118, 123, 153.

Doeg, the Syrian, i. 392, 394, 395,

397.

Domitia, wife of the Emperor
Domitian, i. 63,

Domitian, Koman emperor, i. 62
;

iii. 413.

Dora, i. 6, 301 ; ii. 78, 400, 417;
iii. 130.

Ebal, Mount, i. 284, 299.

Ecbatana, i. 10; ii. 245.

Eden, garden of, i. 72, 73.

Egypt, i. 79, 92, 93, 96, 97, 110,

140, 141, 143, 144, 145, 152,

155, 156, 173, 174, 176, and
passim.

Egyptians, famous for wisdom, ii.

79.

Ekron, i. 308, 316, 347, 352 ; ii.

154,379.
Eleazar, High - Priest Ump.
Ptolemy II., i. 68 ; ii. 307,

303, 309, 313, 317.

Eli, the High-Priest, i. 339, 342,

343, 344, 345, 346, 367, 395.

Elijah, the Prophet, ii. 131, 132,

133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138,

148, 154, 155.

Elisha, the Prophet, ii. 137, 155,

157, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163,

164, 165, 166, 167, 169, 170,

181, 182.

Elkanah, father of Samuel, i. 343.

Emmaus, ii. 344, 345, 366 ; iii.

70, 252, 253, 270.
Enoch, translated as Elijah, ii.

155.

Epaphroditus, i. 63, 68.

Ephratah, i. 124.

Epicureans, wrong, ii. 247, 248.
Esau, son of Isaac, i. 110, 111,

112, 113, 116, 121, 122, 123,
126.

Esdras (Ezra), ii. 266, 267, 268,

269,270,271, 272.

Essenes, the, ii. 390,391; iii. 137,

138, 267,268.
Esther, ii. 279, 280, 282, 283,

284, 285, 286, 287, 288, 290,

291, 292.

Eunuchs, i. 62, 282 ; ii. 207, 232
;

iii. 180, 213.

Euphrates, the famous river, i. 73,

252, 256, 317 ; ii. 18, 19, 78,

99, 106, 122, 214, 268, 296;
iii. 105, 281.

Eve, i. 72, 73, 74, 75.

Exorcizing demons, ii. 79, 80.

Ezekiel, the Prophet, ii. 215, 218,

219, 225.

Eadus, Cuspius, Governor of Ju-
daea, iii. 376, 377, 378, 379,
390,391.

Famines in Judaea, i. 234; ii. 221;
iii. 125, 384.

Pate, not to be avoided, ii. 150.

Felix, governor of Judaja, i. 3, 7 ;

iii. 396, 397, 400, 401, 402,
403.

Festivals of the Jews, i. 219-222.
Festus, Porcius, governor of Ju-

d:ea, iii. 402, 403, 404.
Flood, the, i. 80-82.

Florus, Gessius, i. 5, 6, 9 ; iii. 268,

376, 411,412.
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Friends generally envious, i. 358,

359.

Gaba, i. 19.

Gabara, i. 8, 20, 31, 36, 40, 46.

Gabaroth, i. 35, 37.

Gabatho, ii. 125, 129.

Gadara, i. 8, 14, 51 ; ii. 345, 421,

424 ; iii. 134.

Galilee, i. 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 15, 19,

20, 21, 29, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36,

37, 40, 41,43,46,47,50,51,52,
57, 58, 60,298; ii. 78, 96, 191,

349, 387, 388, 394, 419, and
passim.

Gamala, i. 8, 9, 10, 11, 19, 27,

28, 58 ; ii. 428.

Gatb, i. 347, 352, 379, 382, 392,

393, 406, 407, 408, 412, 413;
ii. 43, 56, 180, 188, 198.

GJaulauitis, i. 29 ; ii. 78.

Gaza, i. 301, 337, 347; ii. 198,

296, 297, 387, 417, 418, 421,

422; iii. 112.

Gennesar, lake of, ii. 388 ; iii. 269.

Gerar, i. 100, 110, 111 ; ii. 127.

Gerizim, Mount, i. 284, 299, 326
;

ii. 295, 299, 300, 302, 338, 375,

376, 406 ; iii. 18, 278.

Gessius. See PJorus.

Gibeah, i. 310, 312,313, 314, 360,

365, 367, 376.

Gibeonites, trick of the, i 295, 296,

297.

Gideon, i. 322, 323, 325, 326.

Gilead, i. 121, 131, 329, 330, 331 ;

ii. 78, 131, 191, 349, 350, 351,

397, 424, 426.

Gilgal, i. 293, 295, 298, 299, 358,

363, 366, 367, 372, 374, 376;
ii. 51.

Gischala, i. 8, 12, 13, 16, 17, 20,

29, 36, 41, 46, 47.

Goliath, the giant, i. 379, 380, 381,

382, 392.

Gymnasium, set up at Jerusalem,

ii. 335.

Hagar, mother of Ishmael, i. 97,

102.

Haggai, the Prophet, ii, 263, 264.

Haman, ii. 280-289.
Hannah, mother of Samuel, i. 343.
Haran, i. 90, 107, 114.

Heber, Jews called Hebrews from,
i. 89.

Hebron, i. 93, 96, 106, 110, 124,

125, 126, 156, 231, 302, 308,
337 ; ii. 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,

11, 12,36, 71, 76, 352.

Hecatontamachi, ii. 419.

Helena, Queen of Adiabene, iii.

379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 384,

390, 391. Her tomb at Jeru-
salem, 390.

Heliopolis, i. 140, 154 ; ii. 357,
374, 375 ; iii. 8.

Herod the Great, son of Antipater,
iii. 14, 21, 27, 29, 30, 31, 45, 46,

47, 48, 49, 53-170, 173-209, 211-

238, 279, 285, 286.

Herodium, a fortress built by
Herod the Great, iii. 58, 128,

129.

Herodotus, the famous historian,

of Helicarnassus, ii. 100, 118,

119, 204, 205.

Hezekiah, King of Judah, ii. 196,

197, 198, 199, 201, 202, 203,

204, 205, 206, 207, 208.

High priests, vestments of the, i.

206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211,

215, 216; iii. 142, 143, 279,

280, 378. Enumeration of high
priests, iii. 408, 409, 410, 411.

Hippos, i. 8, 24, 51.

Hiram, king of Tyre, ii. 12, 80,

81, 82, 96, 98.

Hyrcania, fortress of, ii. 433 ; iii.

16, 136, 148, 236.

Hyrcanus, son of Josephus, i. 62.

Hyrcanus (John), son of Simon,

brother of Judas Maccabaeus, ii.

401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 406,

407,408,409,410,411, 412.

Hyrcanus, son of Alexander Jan-

nseus, ii. 431, 435; iii. 1, 2,3,

4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 16, 24-43,

49, 50, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 59,

80, 81, 103, 104, 105, 106.

Hystaspes, father of Darius, ii.

253.
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Idumjca (Edom), i. 126, 127, 247
;

ii. 20, 345, 354 ; hi. 2, 57, 58,

66,377. Idnmaeans regarded as

Jews, after adopting circum-
cision and other Jewish rites,

ii. 406.

Isaac, son of Abraham, i. 97, 101,

102, 103, 104, 105, 107, 109,

110, 111, 112, 113, 115, 125,

159; ii. 61.

Isaiah, the Prophet, ii. 206, 207,
249.

Ishbosheth, son of Saul, ii. 3, 4,

5, 6, 9, 10.

Xshmael, Abraham's son by Hagar,
i. 97, 98, 102, 110, 131^ 159.

Isis, temple of at Bome, iii. 275,

276,277.
Israel, name of given to Jacob, i.

122.

Izates, son of Monobazus, iii. 379,

380, 381, 382, 383, 384, 385,

386, 387, 388, 389, 390.

Jabcsb, i. 315, 361, 362, 416.

Jabin, i. 320, 321.

Jacob, souof Isaac, i. 110,112, 113,

114,115,116,117,118,119,120,
121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 127,

128, 131, 132, 141, 142, 143,

144, 145, 145, 152, 153, 154,

155, 156, 159.

Jadon, ii. 113, 114,213.
Jael, i. 321.

James, brother of Jesus Christ,

stoned to death, iii. 405.

Jamnia, i. 29, 302 ; ii. 188, 345,

351, 377, 398.

Japha, i. 29, 35, 41.

Jephthah, rash vow of, i. 330,

331.

Jehu, king of Israel, ii. 169, 170,

171, 172, 173, 174, 175.

Jeremiah, the prophet, ii. 215,

216, 217, 219, 220, 221, 222,

223, 225, 227, 228, 231, 248.

Jericho, i. 252, 288, 289,290,291,
292, 293, 295, 300, 301, 318,

319; ii. 194, 224, 366; iii. 10,

66, 72, 73, 86, 93, 193, 233,

239,261.

j
Jeroboam, son of Nebat, ii. 108,

109, 110, 112, 113, 114, 115,

116, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125,

199.

Jerusalem, i. 2, 6, 11, 13, 21, 29,

31, 40, 47, 49. 51, 52, 53, 60,

61, 96, 295, 300, 301, 308,309
;

I
ii. 11, 12, 13, 15, 18, 19, 22,

I

24, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41,

I 50, 59, 60, 71, 74, 75, 79, 89,

i

97, 98, 105, 113, and passim.

Jesse, the father of David, i. 342,

376, 377, 378, 380.

Jesus Christ, iii. 274, 275, 40.").

Jesus, the son of Sapphias, i. 12,

22, 42, 44, 45.

Jesus, the captain of some robbers
near Ptolemais, i. 17, 18.

Jews, when name of first given,

ii. 274. Various sects of, i. 2,

3; ii. 390, 391; iii. 266, 267,
268. Various decrees in favour
of, iii. 32-43. Banished from
Rome by the Emperor Tiberius,
iii. 277, 278.

Jezebel, wife of Ahab, ii. 131,
133, 134, 1.36, 138, 172.

Joab, nephew and commander-in-
chief of David, ii. 3, 4, 6, 7, 12,

23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 34, 35,

43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 52, 53, 54,

58, 59, 64, 65, 66, 70, 73,
74.

Jochebed, mother of Moses, i. 159,

160, 161.

John, of Gischala, a, constant
opponent of Josephus, i. 8, 12,

13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 29, 33, 35,

36,37,41,44,45,46, 47, 54,55.
John the Baptist, iii. 284.
Jonah, the prophet, ii. 186, 187.
Jonathan, son of Saul, i. 365, 367,

368, 369, 370, 371, 385, 386,
388, 389, 390, 391, 394, 398,
415.

Jonathan, brother of Judas Mac-
cabiEus, ii. 365, 366, 367, 368,
309, 370, 371, 377, 379, 382,
383, 384, 385, 386, 387, 388,
389, 391, 392, 393, 394, 395,
396, 397.
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Jonathan, a Pharisee, an opponent
ofJosephus, i. 30, 31,33, 34,

35,36,37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42,

43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49.

Joppa, ii. 187, 378, 380, 392, 395,

398, 428; iii. 64, 112, 130.

Jordan, the river, i. 7, 58, 59, 93,

95, 251, 252, 264, 288, 289,290,

300, 301, 302, 304, 305, 319,

331,360, 361, 362, 366; ii. 3,

5, 39, 41, 42, 43, 50, 78, 349,

351, 36fi, 419, 421; iii. 101,

136, 233.

Joseph, son of Jacob, i. 127, 128-

156, 177.

Joseph, brother of Herod the

Great, iii. 21, 58, 63, 70, 71.

Josephus, i. 1-63 passim. Also

iii. 174. Father of Josephus, i.

1, 2,31.
Joshua, son of Nun, i. 191, 231,

"262, 263, 285, 287, 288, 290,

291, 293, '294, 295, 296, 297,

298, 299, 300, 302, 304, 306,

307, 308.

Josiah, king of Judah, ii. 113,

210,211,212,213,214, 215.

Jotapata, i. 29, 49, 51, 52, 60.

Judaja, i. 92, a.nd passim.

Judas Maccabaeus, son of Matta-

thias, ii. 342, 343, 344, 345,

346, 347, 348, 349, 350, 351,

352, 355, 356, 358, 359, 360,

361, 362, 363, 364.

Julias, i. 58, 59.

Justus, son of Josephus, i. 62.

Justus, son of Pistus, i. 7, 8, 11,

15, 27, 28, 42, 49, 50, 51, 52,

53, 54, 57, 60.

Keturah, wife of Abraham, i. 106,

107, 109, 159, 166.

Laban, brother of Kebecca, i. 90,

108, 109, 113, 115, 116, 117,

118, 119, 120, 121, 124.

Lacediemoniaus, claim to be of the

same stock as the Jews, ii. 332,

333. Embassy to them, sent by
Jonathan, brother of Judas

Maccabaeus, ii. 389, 390.

Lamech, and his wires and chil-

dren, i. 76, 77.

Law, promulgation of the, on
Mount Sinai, i. 195, 196, 197,

198, 199. Various Mosaic laws,

i. 225, 226, 227, 267-283.

Leah, wife of Jacob, i. 117, 118,
153.

Levites, the cities of the, i. 263,

302, 308. The Levites exempted
from military functions, i. 227.

Libanus, Mount (Lebanon), i. 10,

87, 88, 230, 298, 301, 316; ii.

78, 80, 82, 97, 100, 185, 257,
435 ; iii. 22, 72, 364.

Lot, Abraham's nephew, i. 90, 91,

93,94,95,99,100. Hiswifeand
daughters, i. 99, 100.

^lachaerus, fortress of, ii. 433 ; iii.

15, 16, 17, 283, 284.

Mahanaim, ii. 42, 43, 50.

Manetho, i. 83.

Manna, i. 187, 188.

Manoah, father of Samson, i. 332,

333, 334.

Mariamne, wife of Herod the

Great, iii. 57, 74,82, 83,88, 89,

90, 91, 106, 109, 110, 111, 112,

1.13, 114, 115.

Mattathias, father of Judas Mac-
cabfeus, ii. 339, 340, 341, 342.

Melchisedek, i. 95, 96.

Memphis, i. 163 ; ii. 99, 100, 325,

335 ;
iii. 23.

Menander,|the Ephesian, on Tyrian
matters, ii. 97, 132, 199, 200.

Mephibosheth, son of Jonathan, ii.

21, 22, 38, 49, 50, 55.

Mesopotamia, i. 90, 91, 97, 107,

113, 114, 124, 152, 153, 159;

ii. 23, 24, 392.

Michal, Saul's daughter, and wife

of David, i. 371, 383, 384, 385,

387,404; ii. 5, 16.

Midian, i. 166.

Miriam, sister ofMoses, i. 160, 161,

191, 200, 247.

Mizpeh, i. 351, 359 ; ii. 129, 228,

229, 230.

Modius (^quus), i. 11, 19. 28.
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Monobazus, king of Adiabene, iii.

379, 380, 381.

Monobazus, son of the former, iii.

380,381, 382,387, 390.

Mordecai, ii. 279, 280, 282-292.

Moriah, Mount, i. 103.

Moses, i. 69, 70, 79, 107, 158, 159,

160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165,

166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172,

173, 174, 175, 176-288; ii. 58.

Mundus, iii. 275-277.

Naamah, mother of Rehoboam, ii.

110.

Nabal, first husband of Abigail, i.

402, 403, 404.

Naomi, mother-in-law of Ruth, i.

339, 340, 341, 342.

Nathan, the prophet, ii. 16, 17,27,

28, 29, 30, 64, 65.

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,

ii. 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221,

222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 231,

232, 234, 235, 236, 237, 238,

239, 240.

Nehemiah, ii. 272, 273, 274, 275,

276.

Neopolitanus, i. 20.

Nero, Koman emperor, i. 4, 7, 60

;

iii. 398, 399, 402, 403, 404, 406,

411,412.
Nicolaus of Damascus, i. 81, 92;

ii. 19, 405, 420; iii. 2, 12, 18,

174, 196, 197, 198, 201, 221,

222, 223, 224, 225, 226, 242,

243, 246, 246, 257.

Nile, famous river, i. 165, 172,

173.

Nimrod, i. 84, 88.

Nineveh, i. 89 ; ii. 187, 192, 205.

Nisan, name of month, i. 79, 175,

214; ii. 265.

Noah, i. 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84,

89.

Nob, city of, i. 392, 394, 395.

Nod, land of, i. 76.

Notes, critical, i. 76, 79, 104, 111,

127, 128, 144, 164, 173; ii. 89,

250, 279, 284, 304, 422 ; iii. 147,

243, 321, 338.

Obadiah, protector of the prophets

in Ahab's reign, ii. 133, 134.

Og, king of Basban, i. 251.

Olives, Mount of, ii. 37.

Omri, king of Israel, father of

Ahab, ii. 129, 130.

Ophir, ii. 101, 103.

Orpah, daughter-in-law of Naomi,
i. 339, 340.

Palestine, i. 88, 89, 100, 177; ii.

392.
Parentalia, festival of the (our All

Souls' Day), iii. 363.

Paulina, trick put on, iii. 275-277.

Pelusium, i. 373 ; ii. 204, 216,

335 ; iii. 18, 22, 61.

Peraea, i. 329 ; ii. 383 ; iii. 236,

377, 399.

Petra, i. 248, 261 ; iii. 3, 14, 58,

284.

Petronius, governor of Judd'a
under Caius and Claudius, iii.

306, 307, 308, 309, 310, 311,

312, 313, 367, 368, 369.

Pharaoh, passim. Meaning of

word, ii. 99.

Pharisees, the, i. 30 ; iii. 212, 266,

267.

Phasaelus, son of Antipater, and
brother of Herod the Great, iii.

21, 27, 28, 31, 45, 46, 47, 54,

55, 56, 59, 248.

Pheroras, son of Antipater, and
brother of Herod the Great, iii.

21, 67, 71, 74, 106, 107, 137,

156, 157, 175, 176, 177, 178,

179, 180, 184, 185, 186, 194,

208, 209, 211, 212, 213, 214,
215.

Philip, son of Jacimus, i. 8, 9, 10,

11,28.
Philistines, the, i. 298, 329, 333,

334, 335, 336, 337, 338, 344,

345, 346, 347, 349, 350, 351,
352, 354, 357, 365, 366, 367,

368, 369, 370, 371, 377, 379,

380, 382, 383, 384, 386, 392,

397, 399 ; ii. 13, 14, 18, 55, 56.

Pilate, Pontius, iii. 270, 273, 274,

278,279.
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Pistus, father of Justus, i. 7, 13,

27.

Placidus, i. 33, 34, 60.

Polybius, the famous historian, ii.

320, 353.
I

Pompey, the famous, iii. 5, 6, 7, 1

8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 21, 22. '

Poppaea, wife of Nero, i. 4 ; iii.

412.
j

Potiphar, and his wife, i. 132, 133, i

134, 135, 138.

Priests. See High-priests. See

also i. 1, 225,226; ii. 67.

Ptolemais, i. 17,19, 33, 50, 60 ; ii.

369, 376, 377, 380, 382, 393,

394, 396, 417, 418, 420, 421,

434; iii. 54, 64, 72, 108, 253,

284, 289, 306.

Ptolemy, Herod's procurator, i. 20,

21.

Ptolemy, Philadelphus, i. 68, 69
;

ii. 303, 304, 305, 306, 307, 308,

309, 310, 311, 312, 313, 314,

315,316,317.
Purifications in the wilderness, i.

222, 223, 224.

Puteoli, i. 329 ; ii. 383 ; iii. 236,

377, 399.

Kabbah, i. 251; ii. 23, 30.

Rachel, wife of Jacob, i. 115, 116,

117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 124,

153, 358.

Rahab, i. 289, 290, 292, 293.

Rain-bow, institution of the, i. 82.

Ramah, the birthplace and dwel-

ling of Samuel, i. 343, 354, 356,

360, 376, 387, 388, 401 ; ii. 128,

129.

Rebecca, wife of Isaac, i. 90, 107,

108, 110, 112, 115, 125.

Refuge, cities of, i. 302.

Rehoboam, son of Solomon and
Naamah, ii. 19, 35, 110, 111,

112, 117, 118, 119, 120, 199.

Riblah, ii. 224, 226.

Romans, the, and Judas Macca-
I

bseus, ii. 361, 362. Romans and i

John Hyrcanus, ii. 406, 407.

Other Roman leagues with the

Jews, iii. 25, 32, 33, 34, 33, 36,

37, 38, 49, 50, 51. Edicts of
the Romans in the reign of Au-
gustus re the Jews, iii. 170, 171,
172, 173.

Ruth, i. 339, 340, 341, 342.

Sabbaths, fighting on, i. 25 ; ii.

301,340,366; iii. 11.

Sacrifices in the wilderness, i. 217,
218,219.

Sadducees, the, ii. 391, 411, 412
;

iii. 267, 405.

Salem, old name for Jerusalem, i.

95, 96.

Salome, sister of Herod the Great,
iii. 21, 90, 113, 114, 117, 118,
147, 156, 157, 175, 176, 177, 178,

179, 184, 187, 194, 207, 208,
211, 212, 229, 234, 237, 242,
258, 269.

Samaria, i. 40; ii. 19, 130, 131,

139, 149, 153, 159, 162, 164,

165, 172, 173, 174, 175, 178,

181, 182, 186, 187, 190, 191,

194, 199, 200, 409, 410, and
elsewhere.

Samaritans, origin of the, ii. 200,
201, 232, 231. Their hostility

to the Jews, ii. 261, 262, 263,

264, 265, 266, 299, 300, 393,

394, 395, 396. They build a
temple on Mount Gerizim, ii.

295, 297, 300, 375, 376.

Samson, i. 334,335, 336,337,338,
339.

Samuel, son of Elkanah and
Hannah, i. 342, 343, 344, 350,

351, 352, 353, 354, 355, 357,

358, 359, 360, 363, 364, 365,

366, 367, 387, 388, 401, 409.

Sanhedrim, the, i. 11 ; iii. 29.

Sarah, wife of Abraham, i. 90, 91,

92, 93, 97, 98, 100, 101, 102,

105, 106.

Saul, the son of Kish, i. 356, 357,

358, 359, 360, 361, 362, 363,

365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 370,

371, 372, 373, 374, 375, 376,

378, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383,

384, 385, 386, 337, 388, 389,

390, 391, 392, 393, 394, 395,
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397, 398, 399, 400, 401, 404,

405, 406, 407, 408, 409, 410,

411,412,415,416,417.
Scythopolis, i. 5, 8, 20, 51,301,

416; ii. 327,351, 393, 421.

Sebaste, ii. 409 ; iii. 116, 123, 124,

132, 148, 165, 166, 204.

Sects, the, of the Jews, i. 2, 3 ; ii.

390, 391 ; iii. 266, 267, 268.

Sennacherib, ii. 201-205.

Sepphoris,i. 6,7,11, 14.17, 18,20,

29, 31, 35, 51, 55, 56, 57, 58,

60; ii. 419; iii. 67, 250, 253,

269.

Septuagint, or Greek version of

the Old Testament, ii. 307, 308,

309,314, 315, 316,317.
Seth, and his posterity, i. 77, 78.

Shechem, i. 123, 124, 129, 284,

299, 302, 326 ; ii. 110, 112, 299,

338, 406, 425.

Shiloh, i. 299, 312, 315, 343; ii.

121.

Shinar, plain of, i. 83, 85.

Sicarii, the, iii. 405, 406.

Sidon, i. 88, 97, 302 ; ii. 78, 296.

Silas, iii. 297, 369, 370, 375.

Simon, brother of Judas Macca-
baeus, ii. 364, 365, 366, 367,

392, 394, 395, 396, 397, 398,

400, 401.

Simonias, i. 19.

Simonides, son of Josephus, 1. 62.

Sinai, Mount, i. 167, 170, 171,

172, 177, 182, 183, 193, 195,

198, 199, 217,227,228; ii. 89,

137.

Sisera, i. 321.

Sodom, i. 94, 95, 96, 98, 99, 100.

Sogane, i. 8, 40.

Solomon, son of David, and his

successor, ii. 13, 17, 20, 30, 62,

64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71 , 72,

73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81,

82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90,

91 , 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99,

100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105,

106, 106, 107, 108, 109.

Strabo, of Cappadocia, ii. 410,

420; iii. 7, 12, 18, 20, 21, 24,

79.

Strato's Tower, ii. 414, 415, 417
;

iii. 14, 112, 123, 130, 373, 401.

Susa, the metropolis of Persia, ii.

246, 272, 279, 282, 283, 291,

292.

Syllajus, iii. 179, 196, 197, 198.

Tabernacle, the, built by Moses in

the Wilderness, i. 200, 201, 202,

203, 204, 205, 206.

Tabor, Mount, i. 29, 301, 321 ; ii.

78; iii. 18.

Tamar, daughter of David, ii. 13,

30, 31, 32, 33.

Tamar, daughter of Absalom, and
wife of Relioboara, ii. 35.

Tarichseae, i. 16, 21, 23, 24, 25,

26, 27, 29, 41, 42, 45, 59, 60; iii.

21, 399.

Tarsus, i. 87; ii. 104, 187.

Temple, the, of Solomon, ii. 82-96
;

burnt by orders of Nebuchad-
nezzar, ii. 225, 226. Building of

the second Temple, ii. 260-265.

Third Temple of Herod, iii. 138-

145.

Terahjthe fatherof Abraham,!. 90.

Thecoa (Tekoa), i. 61 ; ii. 117,

152.

Theudas, an impostor, iii. 390,
391.

Tiberias, i. 6, 7, 8, 11, 14, 15, 16,

18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 29,
31, 41, 42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48,

49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 56, 57, 60;
iii. 270, 309, 372, 399.

Tiberius, Roman emperor, iii. 270,
272, 277, 279, 280, 281, 283,
284, 285, 288, 290, 291, 292,
293, 294, 295, 297, 298, 299,
300, 301, 302.

Titus, son ofVespasian, afterwards
Roman emperor, i. 53, 60, 61,

62 ; ii. 318, 319, 397.

Trachonitis, i. 10, 18, 89 ; ii. 435
;

iii. 132, 133, 165, 186-189, 197,

209, 210.

Tyre, i. 8, 55, 59 ; ii. 80, 81, 82,

85, 96, 199, 200, 240, 296, 297,

408; iii. 11, 21, 47, 48, 51, 52,

104, 201.
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Uriah, murder of, ii. 25, 26, 27.

Uzziah,kingof Judah,ii. 186,188,
189, 190.

Varus,]. 9, 10, 11, 28; iii. 220,

221, 222,223, 224, 225, 226, 227,

242, 243, 253, 254, 255.

Vespasian, Eoman emperor, father

of Titus and Somitian, i. 50,

52, 53, 59, 60, 62 ; ii. 318, 319;
iii. 376.

Vesuvius, eruption of Mount, in

the days of Titus, iii. 397.

Vienna, iii. 262.

Vitellius, procurator of Judaea, iii.

278, 279, 280, 281, 284, 285,
306.

Witch of Endor, i. 408, 409, 410.

World, creation of the, i. 71, 72.

Xanthicus (Macedonian name of

the month Nisan), i. 79, 175,

176,214,247; ii. 265.
Xerxes, son and successorofDarius,

ii. 266, 267, 268, 272, 273, 276.

Zachariah, the prophet, ii. 263,

264.

Zadok, high priest, ii. 21, 37, 41,

45, 46, 48, 54, 64, 65, 67, 69,

74.

Zerniah, sister of David, and
mother of Joab, Asahel, and
Abishai, i. 405 ; ii. 3, 43.

END OP VOLUME III.
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Life. By J. Prior, Portrait. N. S.

BURNS (Robert). Life of. By J. G.
Lockhart, D.C.L. A new and enlarged
edition: With Notes and Appendices by
W. S. Douglas. Portrait. iV. S,

BUTLER'S (Bp.) Analogy of Reli-
gion; Natural and Revealed, to the Con-
stitution and Course of Nature ; with Two
Dissertations on Identity and Virtue, and
Fifteen Sermons. With Introductions,
Notes, and Memoir. Portrait, N. S,

CAMOEN'S Lnsiad, or the Discovery
of India. An Epic Poem. Trans, from
the Portuguese, with Dissertation, His-
torical Sketch, and Life, by W. J. Mickle.
5th edition. N^. S.

CARAFAS (The) of Maddalonl.
Naples under Spanish Dominion. Trans,
by Alfred de Reumont- Portrait of Mas-
saniello.

CARREL. The Connter-Revolntion
in England for the Re-establishment 01
Popery under Charles II. and James II.,

by Armand C^arrei ; with Fox's History of
James II. and Lord Lonsdale's Memoir of
James II. Portrait of Carrel.

CARRUTHERS.— .?£< Po^g, in Illus-
trated Library.



BOUNDS LIBRARIES,

CAET*S Dante. The Vision of Hell,

Purgatory, and Paiadise. Trans, by Rev.
H. F. Gary, M.A. With Life, Chronolo-
gical View of his Age, Notes, and Index
of Proper Names. Portrait. N. S.
This is the authentic edition, containing

Mr. Gary's last corrections, with additional

notes.

CELLINI (Benveunto). Memoirs of,
by himself. With Notes of G. P. Carpani.
Trans, by T. Roscoe. Portrait. N. S,

CERVANTES' Galatea. A Pastoral
Romance. Trans, by G.W.J. Gyll. N.S.

Exemplary Novels. Trans, by
W. K. Kelly. N. S,

Don Quixote de la Mancha,
Motteux's Translation revised. With Lock-
hart's Life and Notes. 2 vols. N, S.

CHAUCER'S Poetical "Works. With
Poems formerly attributed to him. With a
Memoir, Introduction, Notes, and a Glos-
sary, by R. Bell. Improved edition, with
Preliminary Essay by Rev. W. W. Skeat,
M.A. Portrait. 4 vols. N. S.

CLASSIC TALES, containing Rasselas,

Vicar of Wakefield, Gulliver's Travels, and
The Sentimental Journey. iV. S.

COLERIDGE'S (S. T.) Friend. A Series

of Essays on Morals, Politics, and Reli-

gion Portrait, H. S.

Aids to Reflection. Confessions
of an Inquiring Spirit ; and Essays on
Faith and the Common Prayer-book. N ew
Edition, revised. N. S.— Table-Talk and Omnlana.
T. Ashe, B.A. H.S,

By

Lectures on Shakspere and
other Poets. Edit, by T. Ashe, B.A. N.S.
Containing the lectures taken down in

1811-12 by J. P. Collier, and those de-

livered at Bristol in 1813.

Biographia Llterarla ; or, Bio-
graphical Sketches of my Literary Life

and Opinions ; with Two Lay Sermons.
N.S,

Miscellanies, Esthetic and
Literary ; to which is added, The Theory
OF Life. Collected and arranged by
T.Ashe, B.A. N.S.

COMMINES.—^« FAiiip.

CONDE'S History of the Dominion
of the Arabs in Spain. Trans, by Mrs.
Foster. Portrait of Abderahmen ben
Moavia. 3 vols.

COWPER'SCompleteWorks, Poems,
Correspondence, and Translations. Edit.
with Memoir by R. Southey, 45 En-
gravings. 8 vols.

COXE'S Memoirs of the Duke ot
Marlborough. With his original Corre-
spondence, from family records at Blen-
heim. Revised edition. Portraits. 3 vols.

*^* An Atlas of the plans of Marl-
borough's campaigns, 4to. 10^. 6^.

History of the House ofAustria.
From the Foundation of the Monarchy by
Rhodolph of Hapsburgh to the Death of
Leopold IL, 1218-1792. By Archdn. Coxe.
With Continuation from the Accession of
Francis I. to the Revolution of 184S.

4 Portraits. 4 vols.

CUNNINGHAM'S Lives of the most
Eminent British Painters. With Notes
and 16 fresh Lives by Mrs. Heaton. 3 vois.

N.S.

DEFOE'S Novels and Mlscellaueoua
Works. With Prefaces and Notes, in-

cluding those attributed to Sir W. Scott.
Portrait. 7 vols. N. S.

DE LOLME'S Constitution of Eng.
land, in which it is compared both with the
Republican form of Government and the
other Monarchies of Europe. Edit., with
Life and Notes, by J. Macgregor, M.P.

DUNLOP'S History of Fiction. With
Introduction and Supplement adapting the
work to present requirements. By Henry
Wilson. 2 vols., 5^. each.

EMERSON'S Works. 3 vols. Most
complete edition published. N. S.

Vol. I.—Essays, Lectures, and Poems.
Vol. II,—English Traits, Nature, and

Conduct of Life.

Vol. III.—Society and Solitude—Letters
and Social Aims—Miscellaneous Papers
(hitherto uncollected)—May-Day, Sec.

FOSTER'S (John) Life and Corre-
spondence. Edit, by J. E. Ryland. Por-
trait. 2 vols. N. S.

Lectures at Broadmoad Chai>el.
Edit, by J. E. Ryland. 2 vols. N. S.

Critical Essays contributed to
the ' Eclectic Review.' Edit, by J. E.
Ryland. 2 vols. N, S.

Essays : On Decision of Charac-
ter ; on a Man's writing Memoirs of Him-
self; on the epithet Romantic; on the
aversion of Men of Taste to Evangelical
Religion. N. S.

Essays on the Evils of Popular
Ignorance, and a Discourse on the Propa-
gation of Christianity in India. N. S.

Essay on the Improvement of
Time, with Notes of Sermons and other
Pieces. N, S.

Fosteriana : selected from periodical
papers, edit, by H. G. bohu. N, S.



STANDARD LIBRARY.

FOX (Rt. Hon. C. S.'i—See Caml.

GIBBON'S Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire. Complete and unabridged,
with variorum Notes ; including those of
Guizot, Wenck, Niebuhr, Hugo, Neander,
and others. 7 vols. 2 Maps and Portrait.

N.S.

GOETHE'S Works. Trans, into English
by E. A. Bowring, C.6., Anna Swanwick,
Sir Walter Scott, &c. &c. 13 vols N. S.

Vols. I. and II.—Autobiography and An-
nals. Portrait.

Vol. III.— Faust. Complete.
Vol. IV.—Novels and Tales : containing

Elective Affinities, Sorrows of Werther,
The German Emigrants, The Good Wo-
men, and a Nouvelette.

Vol. V.—Wilhelm Meister's Apprentice-
ship.

Vol. VI.—Conversations with Eckerman
and Soret.

Vol. VII.—Poems and Ballads in the ori-

ginal Metres, including Hermann and
Dorothea.

Vol. VIII.—Gotz von Berlichingen, Tor-
quato Tasso, Egmont, Iphigenia, Clavigo,

Wayward Lover, and Fellow Culprits.

Vol. IX. — Wilhelm Meister's Travels.

Complete Edition.

Vol. X. — Tour in Italy. Two Parts.

And Second Residence in Rome.
Vol. XI.—Miscellaneous Travels, Letters

from Switzerland, Campaign in France,

Siege of Mainz, and Rhine Tour.
Vol. XII.—Early and Miscellaneous

Letters, including Letters to his Mother,
with Biography and Notes.

Vol. XIII.—Correspondence with Zelter.

Correapondence with Schiller.

2 vols,

—

See Schiller,

GOLDSMITH'S 'Works, s vols. N.S.
Vol. I.—Life,Vicar of Wakefield, Essays,

and Letters.

Vol. II.—Poems, Plays, Bee, Cock Lane
Ghost.
Vol. III.—The Citizen of the World,

Polite Learning in Europe.
"Vol. IV.—Biographies, Criticisms, Later

E-ssays.

Vol. v.— Prefaces, Natural History,

Letters, Goody Two-Shoes, Index.

GREENE, MARLCW, and BEN
JONSON (Poems oQ. 'With Notes and
Memoirs by R. Bell. N. S.

GREGORY'S (Dr.) Tie Evldencea,
Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian Re-
ligion.

GKEMM'S Household Tales. With the

Original Notes. Trans, by Mrs. A. Hunt.
Introduction by Andrew Lang, M.A. 2

vols. N.S.

GDIZOT'S History ofRepresentative
Government in Europe. Trans, by A. R.
Scoble,

English Revolution of 1640. From
the Accession of Charles I. to his Death.
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portrait.

History of Civilisation. From the
Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portraits, 3 vols

HAT.T.'S (Rev. Robert) 'Works and
Remains. Memoir by Dr. Gregory and
Essay by J. Foster. Portrait.

HAUFF'S Tales. The Caravan—The
Sheikh of Alexandria—The Inn in the
Spessart. Translated by Prof. S. Mendel.
N.S.

HAWTHORNE'S Tales. 3 vols. N. S.

Vol. I.—Twice-told Tales, and the Snow
Image.

Vol. II.—Scarlet Letter, and the House
with Seven Gables.

Vol. III. — Transformation, and Blithe-

dale Romance.

HAZLITT'S (W.) 'Works. 7 vols. A^, J'.

Table-Talk.

The Literature of the Age of
Elizabeth and Characters of Shakespeare's

Plays. N. S.

English Poets and EnglishComic
Writers. N. S.

The Plain Speaker. Opinions on
Books, Men, and Things. N. S.

Ronnd Table. Conversations of

James Northcote, R.A. ; Characteristics.

N.S.

Sketches and Essays, and Winter-

slow. N. S.

Spirit of the Age; or. Contem-
porary Portraits. To which are added

Free Thoughts on Public Aftairs, and a

Letter to William Gifford. New Edition

by W. Carew Hazlitt, N. S.

HEINE'S Poems. Translated in the

original Metres, with Life by E. A. Bow-
ring, C.B. N. S.

Travel-Pictures. The Tour in the

Harz, Norderney, and Book of Ideas, to-

gether with the Romantic School. Trans,

by F. Storr. With Maps and Appendices.

N.S.

HOFFMANN'S Works. The Serapion

Brethren. Vol. I. Trans, by Lt.-Col.

Ewing, N. S. IVol. II. in the press.



BONN'S LIBRARIES.

HUGO'S (Victor) Dramatic 'Worka;
Hernani—RuyBlas—TheKing's Diversion.
Translated by Mrs. Newton Crosland and
F. L. Slous. N. S.

Poems, chiefly Lyrical. Collected by
H. L. Williams. 2f. S.
This volume contains contributions from

F. S. Mahoney, G. W. M. Reynolds,
Andrew Lang, Edwin Arnold, Mrs. Newton
Crosland, Miss Fanny Kemble, Bishop
Alexander, Prof. Dowden, &c.

HUNGAKY : its History and Revo-
lution, with Memoir of Kossuth. Portrait.

HUTCHINSOIT (Colonel). Memoirs
of. By his Widow, with her Autobio-
graphy, and the Siege of Lathom House.
Portrait. N. S.

IRVrNCS CWashlngton) Complete
Works. IS vols, N. S,

Life and Letters. By his Nephew,
Pierre E. Irving. With Index and a
Portrait. 2 vols. If. S.

JAMES'S (G. P. R.) Ufe of Richard
Cosur de Lion. Portraits of Richard and
Philip Augustus. 2 vols.

Louis XIV. Portraits. 2 vols.

JAMESON (Mrs.) Shakespeare's
Heroines. Characteristics of Women. By
Mrs. Jameson. N. S.

JEAN FAXTL.—Sei Rickter.

JONSON (Ben). Poems ot.—SeeGrec>tt.

JUNIUS'S Letters. With Woodfall's
Notes. An Essay on the Authorship. Fac-
similes of Handwriting. 2 vols. N'. S.

LA FONTAINE'S Fables. In English
Verse, with Essay on the Fabulists. By
Elizur Wright. N. S.

LAMAKTINE'S The Girondists, or
Personal Memoirs of the Patriots of the
French Revolution. Trans, by H. T.
Ryde. Portraits of Robespierre, Madame
Roland, and Charlotte Corday. 3 vols.

The Restoration of Monarchy
in France (a Sequel to The Girondists).

5 Portraits. 4 vols.

The French Revolution of 1848.
6 Portraits.

LAME'S (Charles) Ella, and Eliana,
Complete Edition. Portrait. N. S.

Specimens of English Dramatic
Poets of the time of Elizabeth. Notes,
with the Extracts from the Gamck Plays.
N.S.

Talfonrd's Letters of Charles
Lamb. New Edition, by W. Carew
Hazlitt. 2 vols, N. i'.

LANZI'S History of Painting in
Italy, from the Period of the Revival of
the Fine Arts to the End of the 18th

Century. With Memoir of the Author.
Portraits of Raffaelle, Titian, and Cor-
reggio, after the Artists themselves. Trans.
by T, Roscoe. 3 vols.

LAPPENBERG'S England under the
Anglo-Saxon Kings. Trans, by B.Thorpe,
F.S.A. 2 vols. iV. 6-.

LESSING'S Dramatic Works. Com.
plete. By E. Bell, M.A. With Memoir
by H. Zimmern. Portrait, z vols. N. S.

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, and
Representation of Death by the Ancients.
Frontispiece. iV". S.

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works, con.
taining Human Understanding, with Bishop
of Worcester, Malebranche's Opinions, Na-
tural Philosophy, Reading and Study.
With Preliminary Discourse, Analysis, and
Notes, by J. A. St. John. Portrait. 2 vols.

Life and Letters, with Extracts from
his Common-place Books. By Lord King.

LOCKHART (J. Q.)—Ste Bums.

LONSDALE (Lord).—See Carrel.

LUTHER'S Table-Talk. Trans, by W.
Hazlitt. With Life by A. Chalmers, and
Luther's Catechis-m. Portrait after

Cranach. N. S.

Autobiography,—See Michelet.

MACHIAVELLI'S History of Flo-
rence, The Prince, Savonarola, Historical
Tracts, and Memoir. Portrait, N. S.

MARLOVTE. Poems ot.—See Greene.

MARTINEAU'S (Harriet) History
ofEngland (including History ofthe.Peace)
from 1800-1846. 5 vols. N.S.

MENZEL'S History of Germany,
from he Earliest Period to the Crimean
War. Portraits. 3 vols.

MICHELET'S Autobiography of
Luther. Trans, by W. HazUtt. With
Notes. N. S.

The French Revolution to the
Flight of the King in 1791. N.S.

MIGNET'S The French Revolution,
from 1789 to 1814. Portrait of Napoleon.
N.S.

MILTON'S Prose Works. With Pre.
face. Preliminary Remarks by J. A. St.
John, and Index. 5 vols.

MITFORD'S (Miss) Our Village.
Sketches of Rural Character and Scenery.
2 Engravings, z vols. N. S.



STANDARD LIBRARY,

filOUEHE'S Dramatic Works. la
English Prose, by C. H. Wall, With a
Life and a Portrait. 3 vols. N. S.

* It is not too much to say that we have
here probably as good a translation of
Moliere as can be given.'

—

Academy.

MONTAGU. Letters and "Works of
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Lord
Whamcliffe's Third Edition. Edited by
W. Moy Thomas. With steel plates. 2

vols. Si', each. N. S.

MONTESpUIEU'S Spirit of Laws.
Revised Edition, with D'Alembert's Analy-
sis, Notes, and Memoir. 2 vols. N. S.

NEANDER (Dr. A.) History of the
Christian Religion and Church. Trans, by
J. Torrey, With Short Memoir, 10 vols.

Life of Jesus Christ, in its His-
torical Connexion and Development. N. S»

The Planting and Training of
the Christian Church by the Apostles.

With the Antignosticus, or Spirit of Ter-
tuUian. Trans, by J. E. Ryland. 2 vols.

Lectures on the History of
Christian Dogmas. Trans, by J. E. Ry-
land. 2 vols.

Memorials of Christian Life in
the Early and Middle Ages ; including

Light in Dark Places. Trans, by J. E.
Ryland.

OCKLEY (S.) History of the Sara-
cens and their Conquests in Syria, Persia,

and Egypt, Comprising the Lives of
Mohammed and his Successors to the

Death of Abdalmelik, the Eleventh Caliph.

By Simon Ockley, B.D., Prof, of Arabic
in Univ. of Cambridge. Portrait of Mo-
hammed.

PERCY'S Rellqnes of Ancient Eng-
lish Poetry, consisting of Ballads, Songs,

and other Pieces of our earlier Poets, with
some few of later date. With Essay on
Ancient Minstrels, and Glossary, z vols.

N.S.
PHHJP DE COIffMINES. Memoirs

of. Containing the Histories of Louis XI.
and Charles VIII., and Charles the Bold,

Duke of Burgundy. With the History of
Louis XL, by J. de Troyes, With a Life

and Notes by A. R. Scoble. Portraits.

2 vols.

PLUTARCH'S LIVES. Newly Trans-
lated, with Notes and Life, by A
Stewart, M,A., late Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge, and G. Long, M.A.
4 vols. N. S.

POETRY OF AMERICA. Selections
from One Hundred Poets, from 1776 to

1876. With Introductory Review, and
Specimens of Negro Melody, by W. J.
Lmton. Portrait of W. Whitman. N. S.

RANKE (L.) History of the Popes,
their Church and State, and their Conflicts

with Protestantism in the i6th and 17th
Centuries. Trans, by E. Foster. Portraits

of Julius II. (after Raphael), Innocent X.
(after Velasquez), and Clement VII. (after

Titian). 3 vols. W. iS".

History of Servla. Trans, by Mrs.
Kerr, To which is added. The Slave Pro-
vinces of Turkey, by Cyprien Robert, I^. S.

History of the Latin and Teu-
tonic Nations. 1494-1514. Trans, by
P. A. Ashworth, translator of Dr. Gneist's
* History ofthe English Constitution.' N.S.

REUMONT (Alfred de).—^^2 Cara/as.

REYNOLDS' (Sir J.) Literary "Works.
With Memoir and Remarks by H. W.
Beechy. 2 vols. N, S.

RICHTER (Jean Paul). Levana,
a Treatise on Education ; together with the

Autobiography, and a short Memoir. N'.S.

Flower, Fruit, andThorn PieceSf
or the Wedded Life, Death, and Marriage
of Siebenkaes. Translated by Alex. Ewing,

The only complete English translation.

ROSCOE'S (W.) Life of Leo X., with
Notes, Historical Documents, and Disser-

tation on Lucretia Borgia. 3 Portraits.

2 vols.

Lorenzo de' Medici, called 'The
Magnificent,' with Copyright Notes,
Poems, Letters, &c. With Memoir of

Roscoe and Portrait of Lorenzo.

RUSSIA, History of, ftrom the
earliest Period to the Crimean War. By
W. K. Kelly. 3 Portraits. 2 vols.

SCHILLER'S "Works. 7 vols. N. S.

Vol. I.—History of the Thirty Years' War.
Rev. A. J. W. Morrison, M.A. Portrait.

Vol. II.—History of the Revolt in the

Netherlands, the Trials of Counts Egmont
and Horn, the Siege of Antwerp, and the

Disturbance of France preceding the Reign
of Henry IV. Translated by Rev. A. J. W.
Morrison and L. Dora Schmitz.

Vol. III.—Don Carlos. R. D. Boylan
—Mary Stuart. Mellish— Maid of Or-

leans. Anna Swanwick—Bride of Mes-
sina. A Lodge, M.A. Together with the

Use of the Chorus in Tragedy (a short

Essay). Engravings.
These Dramas are all translated in metre.

Vol. IV.—Robbers—Fiesco—Love and
Intrigue—Demetrius—Ghost Seer—Sport

of Divinity.

The Dramas in this volume are in prose.

Vol. v.—Poems. E. A. Bowring, C.B.
Vol. VI.—Essays, ^Esthetical and Philo-

sophical, including the Dissertation on the

Connexion between the Animal and Spiri-

tual in Man.
Vol. VII. — Wallenstein's Camp. J.

Churchill. — Piccolomini and Death of

Wallenstein. S. T. Coleridge.—William

Tell. SirTheodoreMartin, K.C.B.,LL.D.



BOHN'S LIBRARIES.

SCHILLER and GOETHE. Corre-
spondence between, from a.d. 1794-1805.
With Short Notes by L. Dora Schmitz.
2 vols. N. S.

SCHLEGEL'S (F.) Lectures on the
Philosophy of Life and the Philosophy of
Language. By A. J. W. Morrison,

The History ofLiterature, Ancient
and Modern.

The Philosophy of History. With
Memoir and Portrait.

Modem History, with the Lectures
entitled Csesar and Alexander, and The
Beginning of our History. By L. Parcel
and R. H. AVhitelock.

Esthetic and Miscellaneous
Works, containing Letters on Christian
Art, Essay on Gothic Architecture, Re-
marks on the Romance Poetry of the Mid-
dle Ages, on Shakspeare, the Limits of the
Beautiful, and on the Language and Wis-
dom of the Indians. By £. J. Millington.

SCHLEGEL (A. "W.) Dramatic Art
and Literature. By J. Black. With Me-
moir by A. J. W. Morrison. Portrait.

SCHUMANN (Robert), His Life and
Works- By A. Reissmann. Trans, by
A. L. Alger. iV. S.

Early Letters, Translated by May
Herbert. X.S.

SHAKESPEARE'S Dramatic Art.
The History and Character of Shakspeare's
Plays. By Dr. H. Ulrici. Trans, by L.
Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. iV. S.

SHERHJAN'S Dramatic Works. With
ftXemoir- Portrait (after Reynolds). N. S.

BKEAT (Rev, "W. VJ'.)—See Chaucer.

SISMONDI'S History of the Litera-
ture of the South of Europe. With Notes
and Memoir by T. Roscoe. Portraits of
Sismondi and Dante. 2 vols.

The specimens of early French, Italian,

Spanish, and Portugese Poetry, in English
Verse, by Gary and others.

SBIITH'S (Adam) The "Wealth of
Nations. An Inquiry into the Nature and
Causes of. Reprinted from the Sixth
Edition. With an Introduction by Ernest
Belfort Bax, 2 vols. N. S.

SMITH'S (Adam) Theory of Moral
Sentiments ; with Essay on the First For-
mation of Languages, and Critical Memoir
by Dugald Stewart.

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectures on
Modern History ; from the Irruption ofthe
Northern Nations to the close of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 2 vols.

Lectures on the French Revolu-
tion. With Index. 2 vols.

SOUTHET.—^^tf Cow^er, IVesley, and
{Illustrated Library) Nelson,

STURM'S Morning Commtmings
with God, or Devotional Meditations for

Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnstone, M.A.
SULLY. Memoirs of the Duke of,
Prime Minister to Henry the Great, With
Notes and Historical Introduction. 4 Por-
traits. 4 vols.

TAYLOR'S (Bishop Jeremy) Holy
Living and Dying, with Prayers, contain-
ing the Whole Duty of a Christian and the

farts of Devotion fitted to all Occasions,
'ortrait. N. S.

THIERRY'S Conquest of England by
the Normans ; its Causes, and its Conse-
quences in England and the Continent.
By W. Hazlitt. With short Memoir, 2 Por-
traits. 2 vols. N. S.

TROYE'S (Jean aQ).~See Philif de
Comtnines.

ULRICI \Jir.)—See Shakespeare.

VASARI. Lives of the most Eminent
Painters, Sculptors, and Architects, By
Mrs. J. Foster, with selected Notes. Por-
trait. 6 vols., Vol. VI. being an additional
Volume of Notes by J. P. Richter. N, S,

WERNER'S Templars in Cyprus.
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis. N. S.

WESLEY, the Life of, and the Rise
and Progress of Methodism. By Robert
Southey. Portrait. 5J. N. S.

WHEATLEY. A Rational Hlustra-
tion of the Book of Common Prayer, being
the Substance of everything Liturgical in
ail former Ritualist Commentators upon the
subject. Frontispiece. iV. S.

YOUNG (Arthur) Travels in France.
Edited by JMiss Hetham Edwards. With
a Portrait. N. S.



HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARIES,

HISTORICAL LIBRARY.
22 Volumes at ^s. each. {$1, lOJ. per set*)

EVELYN'S Diary and Correspond-
dence, with the Private Correspondence of
Charles I. and Sir Edward Nicholas, and
between Sir Edward Hyde (Earl of Claren-
don) and Sir Richard Browne. Edited from
the Original jSISS. by W. Eray, F.A.S.
4 vols. ^V. S. 45 Engravings (after Van-
dyke, Lely, Kneller, and Jamieson, &c.).

N.E.—This edition contains 130 letters

from Evelyn and his wife, contained in no
other edition.

PEPTS' Diary and Correspondence.
With Life and Notes, by Lord Braybrooke.
4 vols. N. S. With Appendix containing
additional Letters, an Index, and 31 En-
gravings (after Vandyke, Sir P. Lely,
Holbein Kneller, &c.).

JESSE'S Memoirs of the Conrt of
England under the Stuarts, including the

Protectorate. 3 vols. With Index and 42
Portraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c.).

Memoirs of the Pretenders and
their Adherents. 7 Portraits.

NU GENT'S (Lord) Memorials of
Hampden, his Party and Times. With
Memoir. 12 Portraits (after Vandyke
and others). N. S.

STKICKLAND'S (Agnes) Lives of the
Queens of England from the Norman
Conquest. From authentic Documents,
public and private. 6 Portraits. 6 vols.

Life of Mary Queen of Scots.
2 Portraits. 2 vols. N. S.

Lives of the Tndor and Stnart
Princesses. With 2 Portraits. N. S.

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY.
17 yois. at %s. each, excepting those marked otherwise, (3/. 19J. per set,)

BACON'S Novnm Organtun and Ad-
vancement of Learning. With Notes by

J. Devey, M.A.

BAX. A Handbook of the History
of Philosophy, for the use of Students.

By E. Belfort Bax, Editor of Kant's
' Prolegomena.* 5^. A\ S.

COMTE'SPhllosophy of the Sciences.
An Exposition of the Principles of the
CouTS de Philosophie Positive. By G. H.
Lewes, Author of ' The Life of Goethe.*

DRAPER (Dr. J. "W.) A History of
the Intellectual Development of Europe.
2 vols. N. S.

HEGEL'S Philosophy of History. By
J. Sibree, M.A.

KANT'S Critique of Pure Reason.
By J. M. D. Meiklejohn. iV. S.

Prolegomena and Metaphysical
Foundations of Natural Science, with Bio-
mraphy and Memoir by E. Belfort Bax,
Portrait. N. S,

LOGIC, or the Science of Inference.
A Popular Manual. By J. Devey.

HfllLLER (Professor). History Philo-
sophically Illustrated, from the Fall of the

Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
With Memoir. 4 vols. 35^. td, each.

SCHOPENHAUER on the Fourfold
Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason,
and on the Will in Nature. Trans, from
the German.

SPINOZA'S Chief "Works. Trans, with
Introduction by R. H. M. Elwes. 2 vols.

Vol. I.—Tractatus Theologico-Politicus

—Political Treatise.

Vol. II.— Improvement of the Under-
standing—Ethics—Letters.

TENNEMANWS Manual of the His-
tory of Philosophy. Trans, by Rev. A.
Johnson, M.A,



BOB/rS LIBRARIES,

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY.
IS Vols, at 5j. each^ excepting those marked otherwise* (3/. 13J. Sd, per set.)

BLEEK. Introduction to the Old
Testament. By Friedrich Bleek. Trans,
under the supervision of Rev. E. Venables,
Residentiary Canon of Lincoln. 2 vols.

N.S.

Religion ofCHILUNGWORTH'S
Protestants. 3*. 6d.

EUSEBIUS. Ecclesiastical History
ofEusebius Pamphilius, Bishop ofCaesarea.
Trans. by_ Rev. C. F. Cruse, M.A. With
Notes, Life, and Chronological Tables.

EVAGRraS. History of the Church.
~~See Theodoret.

HARD"W1CK. History ofthe Articles
of Religion ; to which is added a Series of
Documents from a.d. 1536 to a.d. 1615.
Ed. by Rev. F. Proctor. N, S.

HENRY'S (Matthew) Exposition of
the Book of Psalms. Numerous Woodcuts.

PEARSON (John, D.D.) Exposition
of the Creed. Edit, by E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes, Analysis, and Indexes. N. S.

PHILO.JUD.ffiUS, "Works of. The
Contemporary of Josephus. Trans, by
C. D. Yonge. 4 vols.

FHILOSTORGIUS. Ecclesiastical
History of.

—

See Sozojnen.

SOCRATES' Ecclesiastical History.
Comprising a History of the Church from
Constantine, a.d. 305, to the 38th year of
Theodosius II. With Short Account of

the Author, and selected Notes.

SOZOMEN'S Ecclesiastical History.
A.D. 324-440. With Notes, Prefatory Re-
marks by Valesius, and Short Memoir.
Together with the Ecclesiastical His
TORY OF PHiLOSTORGius,as epitomised by
Photius. Trans, by Rev. E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes and brief Life.

THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. His-
tories of the Church from a.d. 332 to the
Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia, a.d.

427 ; and from a.d. 431 to a.d. 544. With
Memoirs.

'WIESELER'S (Karl) Chronological
Synopsis of the Four Gospels. Trans, by
Rev. Canon Venables. N. S.

ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.
35 Vois. at 5j. each, (8/. i^s-perset,)

ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE. — See
Bede.

ASSER'S Life of Alfred.—i"?^ Six O. E.
Chronicles.

BEDE'S (Venerable) Ecclesiastical
History of England. Together with the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. With Notes,
Short Life, Analysis, and Map. Edit, by
J. A. Giles, D.C.L.

BOETHIUS'S Consolation of Philo-
sophy. King Alfred's Anglo-Saxon Ver-
sion of. With an English Translation on
opposite pages. Notes, Introduction, and
Glossary, by Rev. S. Fox, M.A. To
which is added the Anglo-Saxon Version of
the Metres of Boethius, with a free
Translation by Martin F. Tupper, D.C.L.

BRAND'S Popular Antiquities of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Illus-

trating the Origin of our Vulgar and Pro-
vincial Customs, Ceremonies, and Super-
stitions. BySirHenryEllis, K.H.,F.R.S.
Frontispiece, 3 vols.

CHRONICLES of the CRUSADES.
Coniemporary Narratives of Richard Caeur
de Lion, by Richard of Devizes and Geof-
frey de Vinsauf; and of the Crusade at
Saint Louis, by Lord John de Joinville.
With Short Notes. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

DYER'S (T. F. T.) British Popular
Customs, Present and Past. An Account
of the various Games and Customs asso-
ciated with different Days of the Year in
the British Isles, arranged according to the
Calendar. By the Rev. T. F. ThiseltOD
Dyer, M.A.

EARLY TRAVELS IN PALESTINE.
Comprising the Narratives of Arculf,
Willibald, Bernard, Seewulf, Sigurd, Ben-
jamin of Tudela, Sir John Maundeville,
De la Brocquiere, and Maundrell ; all un-
abridged. With Introduction and Notes
by Thomas Wright. Map of Jerusalem.



ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.

ELIJS (O.) Specimens of Early En-
glish Metrical Romances, relating to

Arthur, Merlin, Guy of Warwick, Richard
Coeur de Lion, Charlemagne, Roland, &c.
&c. With Historical Introduction by J. O.
Halliwell, F.R.S. Illuminated Frontis-

piece from an old MS.

ETHELTVERD, Chronicle ot.— See
Six O. E. Chronicles,

FLORENCE OF 'WORCESTER'S
Chronicle, with the Two Continuations :

comprising Annals of English History
from the Departure of the Romans to the
Reign of Edward I. Trans., with Notes,
by Thomas Forester, M.A.

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH.
Chron:'cle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

GESTA ROMANORUM, or Enter-
taining Moral Stories invented by the

Monks. Trans, with Notes by the Rev.
Charles Swan. Edit, by W. Hooper, M.A.

GII.DAS. Chronicle of.—See Six O. E.
Chronicles.

GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS' Histori-
cal Works. Containing Topography of

Ireland, and History of the Conquest of

Ireland, by Th. Forester, M.A. Itinerary

through Wales, and Description of Wales,
by Sir R. Colt Hoare.

HENRY OF HUNTINGDON'S His-
tory of the English, from the Roman In-

vasion to the Accession of Henry II.
;

with the Acts of King Stephen, and the

Letter to Walter. By T. Forester, M.A.
Frontispiece from au old MS.

INGULPH'S Chronicles of the Abbey
of Croyland, with the Continuation by
Peter of Blois and others. Trans, with
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Fairy My-
thology, illustrative of the Romance and
Superstition of Various Countries. Frontis-

piece by Cruikshank. N. S.

LEPSIUS'S Letters from Egypt,
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai ; to

which are added, Extracts from his

Chronology of the Egjrptians, with refer-

ence to the Exodus of the Israelites. By
L. and J. B. Horner. Mapsand Coloured
View of Mount BarkaL

MALLET'S Northern Antiquities, or
an Historical Account of the Manners,
Customs, Religions, and Literature of the

Ancient Scandinavians. Trans, by Bishop
Percy. With Translation of the Prose
Edda, and Notes by J. A. Blackwell.

Also an Abstract of the ' Eyrbyggia Saga '

by Sir Walter Scott. With Glossary

and Coloured Frontispiece.

MARCO POLO'S Travels ; with Notes
and Introduction. Edit, by T. Wright.

MATTHEW PARIS'S English His-
tory, from 123s to 1273. By Rev. J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. With Frontispiece. 3 vols.—
See also Roger of Wendover.

MATTHEV7" OF "WESTMINSTER'S
Flowers of History, especially such as re-

late to the affairs of Britain, from the be-
ginning of the World to a.d. 1307. By
C. D. Yonge. 2 vols.

NENNIUS. Chronicle ot.— See Six
O. E. Chronicles,

ORDERICUSVITALIS' Ecclesiastical
History of England and Normandy, With
Notes, Introduction of Guizot, and the
Critical Notice of M. Delille, by T.
Forester, M.A. To which is added the
Chronicle of St. Evroult. With Gene-
ral and Chronological Indexes. 4 vols.

PAULI'S (Dr. R.) Life of Alfred the
Great. To which is appended Alfred's
Anglo-Saxon Version of Orosius. With
literal Translation interpaged, Notes, and
an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Glossary;
by B. Thorpe, Esq. Frontispiece.

RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

ROGER DE HOVEDEN'S Annals of
English History, comprising the History
of England and of other Countries of Eu-
rope from A.D. 732 to A.0. 1201. With
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A. 2 vols.

ROGER OF WENpOVER'S Flowers
of History, comprising the History of
England from the Descent of the Saxons to
A.D. 1235, formerly ascribed to Matthew
Paris. With Notes and Index by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. 2 vols.

SIX OLD ENGLISH CHRONICLES :

viz., Asser's Life of Alfred and the Chroni
cles of Ethelwerd, Gildas, Nennius, Geof-
frey of Monmouth, and Richard of Ciren-
cester. Edit., with Notes, by J. A. Giles,
D.C.L. Portrait ot Alfred.

WILLlAM O F MALMESBURT'S
Chronicle of the Kings of England, from
the Earliest Period to King Stephen. By
Rev. J. Sharpe. With Notes by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. Frontispiece.

YULE-TIDE STORIES. A Collection

of Scandinavian and North-German Popu-
lar Tales and Traditions, from the Swedish,
Danish, and German. Edit, by B. Thorpe.
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ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY,
87 Vols, at 5^. eacky excepting those marked otherwise. {2^/. 3J. 6d, per set.)

ALUESrS (Joseph, R.N.) Battles of
the British Navy. Revised edition, with
Indexes of Names and Events, and 57 Por-
traits and Plans. 2 vols.

ANDERSEN'S Danish Fairy Tales.
By Caroline Peachey. With Short Life
and 120 Wood Engravings.

ARIOSTO'S Orlando Fnrloso. In
English Verse by W. S. Rose. With Notes
and Short Memoir. Portrait after Titian,
and 24 Steel Engravings. 2 vols.

EECHSTEIN'S Cage and Chamber
Birds : their Natural History, Habits, &c.
Together with Sweet's British War-
blers. 45 Plates and Woodcuts. N. S.

or with the Plates Coloured, 7s. 6d,

EONOMI'S Nineveh and Its Palaces.
The Discoveries of Botta and Layard
applied to the Elucidation of Holy Writ.
7 Plates and 294 Woodcuts. N. S.

EITTLER'S Hudlhras, with Variorum
Notes and Biography. Portrait and 28
Illustrations.

CATTERMOLE'S Evenings at Had-
don Hall. Romantic Tales of the Olden
Times. With 24 Steel Engravings after
Cattermole.

CHINA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, with some account of Ava and
the Burmese. Siam. and Anam. Map, and
nearly 100 Illustrations,

CRAIK'S (G, L.) Pursuit of Know-
ledge under Difficulties. Illustrated by
Anecdotes and Memoirs. Numerous Wood-
cut Portraits. N. S.

CRUIKSHANK'S Three Courses and
a Dessert ; comprising three Sets of Tales,
West Country, Irish, and Legal ; and a
Melange. With 50 Illustrations by Cruik-
shank. N. S.

Punch and Judy, The Dialogue of
the Puppet Show ; an Accountof its Origin,
&c. 24 Illustrations by Cruikshank. I/. S.

With Coloured Plates. 7s. 6d.

DIDRON'S ChrlRtlan Iconography;
a History of Christian Art in the Middle
Ages. By the late A. N. Didron. Trans,
by E. J. Millington, and completed, with
Additions and Appendices, by Margaret
Stokes. 2 vols. With numerous Illustrations.

Vol. I. The History of the Nimbus, the
Aureole, and the Glory ; Representations
of the Persons of the Trinity.

Vol. 11. The Trinity; Angels; Devils;
The Soul ; The Christian Scheme. Appen-
dices,

DANTE, in English Verse, by I. C.Wright,
M.A. With Introduction and Memoir.
Portrait and 34 Steel Engravings after

Flaxman. A^. S,

DYER (Dr. T. H.) Pompeii : its Build-
ings and Antiquities. An Account of the
City, with full Description of the Remains
and Recent Excavations, and an Itinerary
for Visitors, By T. H. Dyer, LL.D.
Nearly 300 Wood Engravings, Map, and
Plan. js. 6d. N. S,

Rome : History of the City, with
Introduction on recent Excavations. 8
Engravings, Frontispiece, and 2 Maps.

GI^ BLAS. The Adventures of.
From the French of Lesage by Smollett.
24 Engravings after Smirke, and 10 Etch-
ings by Cruiicshank. 612 pages. 6s.

GRIMM'S Gammer Grethel; or, Ger-
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stories,
containing 42 Fairy Tales. By Edgar
Taylor. Numerous Woodcuts after Cruik-
shank and Ludwig Grimm. 2s. 6d.

HOLBEIN'S Dance of Death and
Bible Cuts. Upwards of 150 Subjects, en-
graved in facsimile, with Introduction and
Descriptions by the late Francis Douce
and Dr. Dibdin. 7s. 6d.

HOWITT'S (Mary) Pictorial Calen-
dar of the Seasons ; embodying Aikin's
Calendar of Nature. Upwards of 100
Woodcuts.

INDIA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, from the Earliest Times. 100
Engravings on Wood and Map.

JESSE'S Anecdotes of Dogs. With
40 Woodcuts after Harvey, Bewick, and
others. N. S.

With 34 additional Steel Engravings
after Cooper, Landseer, &c. 7s. td. N, S.

KING'S (C. W.) Natural History of
Gems or Decorative Stones. lUustra-
tions. 65.

Natural History of Precious
Stones and Metals. Illustrations, ts.

KITTO'S Scripture Lands. Described
in a series of Historical, Geographical, and
Topographical Sketches. 42 Maps.

With the Maps coloured, 7s. 6d.

ERUMMACHER'S Parables. 40 lUus-
trations.

LINDSAY'S (Lord) Letters on Egypt.
Edora, and the Holy Land. 36 Wood
Engravings and 2 Maps.



ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY, 13

LODGE'S Portraits of ZliTistrloiis

Personages of Great Britain, with Bio-
graphical and Historical Memoirs. 240
Portraits engraved on Steel, with the
respective Biographies unabridged. Com-
plete in 8 vols.

LONGFELLO'Vr'S Poetical Works,
including his Translations and Notes. 24
full-page Woodcuts by Birket Foster and
others, and a Portrait. N. S.

Without the Illustrations, y.td. I^,S.

Prose Works. With 16 full-page

Woodcuts by Birket Foster and others.

LOUDON'S (Mrs.) Entertaining Na-
turalist. Popular Descriptions, Tales, and
Anecdotes, of more than 500 Animals.
Numerous Woodcuts. iV", S.

MARRTAT'S (Capt., R.N.) Master-
man Ready ; or, the Wreck of the Pacific.
(Written for Young People.) With 93
Woodcuts. 3J. hd. N. S.

Mission; or, Scenes In Africa.
(Written for Young People.) Illustrated

by Gilbert and Dalziel. 35. hd. N. S.

Pirate and Three Cutters. (Writ-
ten for Young People.) With a Memoir.
8 Steel Engravings after Clarkson Stan-
field, R.A. 3J. ed. N. S.

—— Privateersman. Adventures by Sea
and Land One Hundred Years Ago.
(Written for Young People.) 8 Steel En-
gravings. 3^. 6d. iV". S.

Settlers in Canada. (Written for

Young People.) 10 Engravings by Gilbert
and Dalziel. 33-. 6d. iV*. S.

Poor Jack. (Written for Young
People.) With 16 Illustrations after Clark-
son Stanfield, R.A. ss. 6d. N. S.

Midshipman Easy. With 8 full-

page Illustrations. Small post 8vo. 3^. 6d.

N,S.

Peter Simple. With 8 full-page Illus-

trations. Small post 8vo. 3J. 6d. N.S.

MAXWELL'S Victories of Welling-
ton and the British Armies. Frontispiece
and 4 Portraits.

MICHAEL ANGELO and RAPHAEL,
Their Lives and Works. By Duppa and
Quatremere de Quincy. Portraits and
Engravings, including the Last Judgment,
and Cartoons. N. S.

MILLER'S History of the Anglo-
Saxons, from the Earliest Period to the
Norman Conquest. Portrait of Alfred, Map
of Saxon Britain, and 12 Steel Engravings.

MILTON'S Poetical Works, with a
Memoir and Notes by J. Montgomery, an
Index to Paradise Lost, Todd's Verbal
Index to all the Poems, and Notes. 120
Wood Engravings. 2 vols. M S,

MUDIE'S History of British Birds.
Revised by W. C. L. Martin. 52 Figures of
Birds and 7 Plates of Eggs. 2 vols, N.S.

With the Plates coloured, 7* . 6d. per vol.

NAVAL and MILITARY HEROES
of Great Britain ; a Record of British
Valour on every Day in the year, from
William the Conqueror to the Battle of
Inkermann. By Major Johns, R.M., and
Lieut. P. H. Nicolas, R.M. Indexes. 24
Portraits after Holbein, Reynolds, &c. 6s.

NICOLINI'S History of the Jesnits :

their Origin, Progress, Doctrines, and De-
signs. 8 Portraits.

PETRARCH'S Sonnets, Triumphs,
and other Poems, in English Verse. With
Life by Thomas Campbell. Portrait and
IS Steel Engravings.

PICKERIN(ys History of the Races
of Man, and their Geographical Distribu-
tion ; with An Analytical Synopsis of
THE Natural History of Man. By Dr.
Hall. Map of the World and iz Plates.

—— With the Plates coloured, js. 6d.

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK OF
Modem (ieography on a Popular Plan.
Compiled from the best Authorities, English
and Foreign, by H. G. Bohn. 150 Wood-
cuts and 51 Maps. 6s.

—— With the Maps coloured, 7s. 6d.

Without the Maps, 3^. 6d.

POPE'S Poetical Works, including
Translations. Edit., with Notes, by R.
Carruthers. 2 vols.

Homer's Iliad, with Introduction
and Notes by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
With Flaxman's Designs. N. S,

Homer's Odyssey, with the Battle
OF Frogs and Mice, Hymns, &c., by
other translators, including Chapman. In-
troduction and Notes by J. S. Watson,
M.A. With Flaxman's Designs. N. S.

Life, including many of his Letters.
By R. Carruthers. Numerous Illustrations.

POTTERT AND PORCELAIN, and
other objects of Vertu. Comprising an
Illustrated Catalogue of the Beraal Col-
lection, with the prices and names of the
Possessors. Also an Introductory Lecture
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an Engraved
List of all Marks and Monograms. By
H. G. Bohn. Numerous Woodcuts.

With coloured Illustrations, lar. 6d,

PROUT'S (Father) Reliques. Edited
by Rev. F, Mahony. Copyright edition,
with

_
the Author's last corrections and

additions. 21 Etchings by D. Maclise,
R.A. Nearly 600 pages. $s. N. S,
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RECREATIONS IN SHOOTING. With
some Account of the Game found in the
British Isles, and Directions for the Manage-
ment of Dog and Gun. By ' Craven.' 62
Woodcuts and 9 Steel Engravings after

A. Cooper, R.A.

RENNIE. Insect Architecture. Re-
vised by Rev. J. G. Wood, M.A. 186
Woodcuts. N. S.

ROBINSON CRUSOE. With Memoir of
Defoe, 12 Steel Engravings and 74 Wood-
cuts after Stothard and Harvey.

— Without the Engravings, v- ^<i'

ROME IN THE NINETEENTH CEN-
tury. An Account in 1817 of the Ruins ;f

the Ancient City, and Monuments ofModern
Times. By C. A. Eaton. 34 Steel En-
gravings. 2 vols.

SHARFE (S.) The History of Egypt,
from the Earliest Times till the Conquest
by the Arabs, a.d. 640. 2 Maps and up-
wards of 400 Woodcuts. 2 vols. N, S.

SOUTHEY'S Life of Nelson. With
Additional Notes, Facsimiles of Nelson's
Writing, Portraits, Plans, and 50 Engrav-
ings, after Birket Foster, &c. N, S.

STARLING»S (Miss) Noble Deeds of
Women; or, Examples ofFemale Courage,
Fortitude, and Virtue. With 14 Steel Por-
traits. N. S.

STUART and REVETT'S Antiquities
of Athens, andother Monuments of Greece ;

with Glossary of Terms used in Grecian
Architecture. 71 Steel Plates and numerous
Woodcuts.

SWEET'S British "Warblers. ^5.—See
Beckstein.

TALES OF THE GENII ; or, the
Delightful Lessons of Horam, the Son of
Asmar. Trans, by Sir C. Morrell. Numer-
ous Woodcuts.

TASSO'S Jernsalem Delivered. Id
English Spenserian Verse, with Life, by
J. H. Wiffen. With 8 Engravings and 24
Woodcuts. iV. S.

WALKER'S Manly Exercises; con-
taining Skating, Riding, Driving, Hunting,
Shootmg, Sailing, Rowing, Swimming, &c.
44 Engravings and numerous Woodcuts.

WALTON'S Complete Angler, or the
Contemplative Man's Recreation, by Izaak
Walton and Charles Cotton. With Me-
moirs and Notes by E. Jesse. Also an
Account of Fishing Stations, Tackle, &c.,

by H. G. Bohn. Portrait and 203 Wood-
cuts. N. S.

With 26 additional Engravings on Steel,

js. 6d.

Lives of Donne,Wotton, Hooker,
&c., with Notes. A New Edition, re-

vised by A. H. Bullen, with a Memoir
of Izaak Walton by William Dowling. 6

Portraits, 6 Autograph Sienatures, &c.
N.S.

WELLINGTON, Life of. From the
Materials of Maxwell. 18 Steel En-
gravings.

Victories of.—See Maxwell.
WESTROPP (H. M.) A Handbook of

ArchiEology, Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan,
Roman. By H. M. Westropp. Numerous
Illustrations, js. td. N. S.

WHITE'S Natural History of Sel-
borne, with Observations on various Parts
of Nature, and the Naturalists' Calendar.
Sir W. Jardine. Edit., with Notes and
Memoir, by E. Jesse. 40 Portraits. N. S.

With the Plates coloured, 7^. 6d. N. S.

YOUNG LADY'S BOOK, The. A
Manual of Recreations, Arts, Sciences, and
Accomplishments. 1200 Woodcut Illustra-

tions, js. 6d.

cloth gilt, gilt edges, gj.

CLASSICAL LIBRARY.
Translations from the Greek and Latin.

102 Vols, at 5j, each, excepting those marked otherwise, {^Si- os, 6d. per set.)

^SCHYLUS, The Dramas of. In 1

English Verse by Anna Swanwick. 4th 1

edition. N. S.
j

The Tragedies of. In Prose, with
Notes and Introduction, by T. A. Buckley,
B.A. Portrait. 3^. 6d.

AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS. His-
tory of Rome during the Reigns of Con-
stantius, Julian, Jovianus,Valentinian, and
Valens, by C. D. Yonge, B.A. Double
voltune. 7^. 6d.

ANTONINUS (M. Aurelius), The
Thoughts of. Translated literally, with
Notes, Biographical Sketch, and Essay on
the Philosophy, by George Long, M.A.
3J. 6d. N. S.

AFULEIUS, The Works of. Com-
prising the Golden Ass, God of Socrates,

Florida, and Discourse of Magic. With
a Metrical Version of Cupid and Psyche,
and Mrs. Tighe's Psyche. Frontis-

piece.
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ARISTOPHANES' Comedies. Trans.,
with Notes and Extracts from Frere's and
other Metrical Versions, by W. J. Hickie.
Portrait. 2 vols.

ARISTOTLE'S Nlcomachean EtUcs,
Trans., with Notes, Analytical Introduc-

tion, and Questions for Students, by Ven.
Archdn. Browne.

•— Politics and Economics. Trans.,
with Notes, Analyses, and Index, by E.
Walford, M.A., and an Essay and Life by
Dr. Gillies.- Metaphysics. Trans., with Notes,
Analysis, and Examination Questions, by
Rev. John H. M'Mahon, M.A.

History ofAnimals. In Ten Books.
Trans., with Notes and Index, by R,
Cresswell, M.A.

Organon ; or, Logical Treatises, and
the Introduction of Porphyry. With Notes,
Analysis, and Introduction, by Rev. O.
F. Owen, M.A. 2 vols. 3^. 6d. each.

Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans., with
Hobbes' Analysis, Exam. Questions, and
Notes, by T. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

ATHEN^US. The Deipnosophlsts
;

or, the Banquet of the Learned. By C. D.
Yonge, B.A. With an Appendix of Poeti-

cal Fragments. 3 vols.

ATLAS of Classical Geography. 22

large Coloured Maps. With a complete
Index. Imp. 8vo. -js. 6d.

BION.—See Tluocriius.

C^ SAR . Commentaries on the
Gallic and Civil Wars, with the Supple-

mentary Books attributed to Hirtius, in-

cluding the complete Alexandrian, African,

and Spanish Wars. Trans, with Notes.
Portrait.

CATTTLLUS, Tlhnllus, and the Vigil
of Venus. Trans, with Notes and Bio-

graphical Introduction. To which are

added. Metrical Versions by Lamb,
Grainger, and others. Frontispiece.

CICERO'S Orations. Trans, by C. D.
Yonge, B.A. 4 vols.

On Oratory and Orators. With
Letters to Quintus and Brutus. Trans.,

with Notes, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.

On the Nature of the Gods, Divi-

nation, Fate, Laws, a Republic, Consul-
ship. Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge,
B.A.

Academics, De Finibus, and Tuscu-
Ian Questions. By C. D. Yonge, B.A.
With Sketch of the Greek Philosophers

mentioned by Cicero.

CICERO'S OTB.t±ons,—Continued.
Offices; or, Moral Duties. Cato

Major, an Essay on Old Age ; Laelius, an
Essay on Friendship ; Scipio's Dream

;

Paradoxes ; Letter to Quintus on Magis-
trates. Trans., with Notes, by C. R. Ed-
monds. Portrait, -^s. 6d.

DEMOSTHENES' Orations. Trans.,
with Notes, Arguments, a Chronological
Abstract, and Appendices, by C. Rann
Kennedy. 5 vols.

DICTIONARY ofLATINand GREEK
Quotations ; including Proverbs, Maxims,
Mottoes, Law Terms and Phrases. With
the Quantities marked, and English Trans-
lations.

With Index Verborum (622 pages). 6s.—- Index Verborum to the above, with the
Quantities and Accents marked (56 pages),
limp cloth. IS.

DIOGENES LAERTinS. Lives and
Opinions of the Ancient Philosophers.
Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge, B.A.

EPICTETUS. The Discourses of.
With the Encheiridion and Fragments.
With Notes, Life, and View of his Philo-
sophy, by George Long, M.A. N. S.

EURIPIDES. Trans., with Notes and In-
troduction, by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 2 vols.

GREEK ANTHOLOGY. In English
Prose by G. Burges, M.A. With Metrical
Versions by Bland, Merivale, Lord Den-
man, &c.

GREEK ROMANCES of Heliodorns.
Longus, and Achilles Tatius; viz.. The
Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea

;

Amours of Daphnis and Chloe ; and Loves
of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans., with
Notes, by Rev. R. Smith, M.A.

HERODOTUS. Literally trans, by Rev.
Henry Gary, M.A. Portrait.

HESIOD, CALLIMACHUS, and
Theognis. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Notices by Rev. J. Banks,
M.A. Together with the Metrical Ver-
sions of Hesiod, by Elton ; Callimachus,
by Tytler ; and Theognis, by Frere.

HOMER'S niad. In English Prose, with
Notes by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

Odyssey, Hymns, Epigrams, and
Battle of the Frogs and Mice. In English
Prose, with Notes and Memoir by T. A.
Buckley, B.A.

HORACE. In Prose by Smart, with Notes
selected by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. V- 6^.

JULIAN THE EMPEROR. By the
Rev. C. W. King, M.A.
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JUSTIN, CORNELIUS NEPOS, and
Eutropius. Trans., with Notes, by Rev.

J. S- Watson, M.A.

JUVENAL, FERSIUS, SULPICIA,
and Lucilius. In Prose, with Notes,
Chronological Tables^ Arguments, by L,
Evans, M.A. To which is added the Me-
trical Version of Juvenal and Persius by
Gifford. Frontispiece.

LIVT. The History of Rome. Trans.
by Dr. SpiUan and others. 4 vols. Por-
trait.

LUCAN'S Pharsalla. In Prose, with
Notes by H. T. Riley.

LUCIAN'S Dialogues of tlie Gods,
of the Sea Gods, and of the Dead. Trans,

by Howard Williams, M.A.

LUCRETIUS. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Introduction by Rev. J. S.

Watson, M.A. To which is added the
Metrical Version by J. M. Good.

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. In
Prose, with Verse Translations selected

from English Poets, and other sources.

Dble. vol. (670 pages). 7^. 6c/.

MOSCHUS.—i'^g TJieocritus.

OVID'S "Works, complete. In Prose,
with Notes and Introduction. 3 vols.

PAUSANIAS' Description of Greece.
Translated into English, with Notes and
Index. By Arthur Richard Shilleto, M. A.,

sometime Scholar of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. 2 vols.

FHALARIS. Bentley's Dissertations
upon the Epistles of Phalaris, Themisto-
cles, Socrates, Euripides, and the Fables
of JEsop. With Introduction and Notes
by Prof. W. Wagner, Ph.D.

PINDAR. In Prose, with Introduction
and Notes by Dawson W. Turner. To-
gether with the Metrical Version by Abra-
ham Moore. Portrait.

PLATO'S "Works. Trans., with Intro-

duction and Notes. 6 vols.

Dialogues. A Summary and Analysis
of. With Analytical Index to the Greek
text of modern editions and to the above
translations, by A. Day, LL.D.

FLAUTUS'S Comedies. In Prose, with
Notes and Index by H. T. Riley, B.A.
2 vols.

PLINY'S Natural History. Trans.,
with Notes, by J. Bostock, M.D., F.R.S.,
and H. T. Riley, B.A. 6 vols.

PLINY. The Letters of Pliny the
Younger. Melmoth's Translation, revised,

with Notes and short Life, by Rev. F. C.
T. Bosanquet, M.A.

PLUTARCH'S Morals. Theosophical
Essays. Trans, by C. W. King, M.A. N.S.

Ethical Essays. Trans, by A. R,
Shilleto, M.A. N.S.

Lives. Seepage 7.

PROPERTIUS, The Elegies of. With
Notes, Literally translated by the Rev. P,

J. F. Gantillon, M.A., with metrical ver-

sions of Select Elegies by Nott and Elton.

3J. td.

QUINTILIAN'S Institutes ofOratory,
Trans., with Notes and Biographical
Notice, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
2 vols.

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEIUS
Paterculus. Trans., with Notes and Bio-

graphical Notices, by J. S. Watson, M.A.

SENECA DE BENEFICIIS. Newly
translated by Aubrey Stewart, M.A.
\s. 6d. N. S.

SENECA'S Minor "Works. Translated

by A. Stewart, M.A. N.S.

SOPHOCLES. The Tragedies of. In
Prose, with Notes, Arguments, and Intro-

duction. Portrait.

STRABO'S Geography. Trans., with
Notes, by W. Falconer, M.A., and H. C.
Hamilton. Copious Index, giving Ancient
and Modem Names. 3 vols.

SUETONIUS' Lives of the Twelve
Caesars and Lives of the Grammarians.
The Translation of Thomson, revised, with
Notes, by T. Forester.

TACITUS. The "Works of. Trans.,
with Notes. 2 vols.

TERENCE and PH^DRUS. In Eng-
lish Prose, with Notes and Arguments, by
H. T. Riley,^ B.A. To which is added
Smart's Metrical Version of Phiedrus.
With Frontispiece.

THEOCRITUS, BION, MOSCHUS,
and Tyrtaeus. In Prose, with Notes and
Arguments, by Rev. J. I3anks, M.A. To
which are appended the Metrical Ver-
sions of Chapman. Portrait of Theocritus.

THUCYDIDES. The Feloponnesian
War. Trans., with Notes, by Rev. H.
Dale. Portrait. 2 vols. 3J. 6k. each.

TYRT^US.—^« TkeocriUis.

"VIRGIL. The Works of. In Prose,
with Notes by Davidson. Revised, with
additional Notes and Bioi^raphical Notice,
by T. A, Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 3*. 6rf.

XENOPHON'S Works. Trans., with
Notes, by J. S. Watson, M.A., and others.

Portrait. In 3 vols.
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COLLEGIATE SERIES.
10 Vols, at 5j. each* (2/. lOJ, per set.)

DANTE. The Inferno. Prose Trans.,
with the Text of the Original on the same
page, and Explanatory Notes, by John
A. Carlyle, IM.D, Portrait. iV. S.

The Purgatorio. Prose Trans., with
the Original on the same page, and Ex-
planatory Notes, byW. S. Dugdale. N. S.

NE'W TESTAMENT (The) in Greek.
Griesbach's Text, with the Readings of
Mill and Scholz at the foot of the page, and
Parallel References in the margin. Also a
Critical Introduction and Chronological
Tables. Two Fac-similes of Greek Manu-
scripts. 650 pages. 3^. 6d.— or bound up with a Greek and English
Lexicon to the New Testament (250 pages
additional, making in all gooj. 5^.

The Lexicon may be had separately,

price 2S.

DOBREE'S Adversaria. (Notes on the

Greek and Latin Classics.) Edited by the

late Prof. Wagner. 2 vols.

DONALDSON (Dr.) The Theatre of
the Greeks. With Supplementary Treatise
on the Language, Metres, and Prosody of
the Greek Dramatists. Numerous Illus-

trations and 3 Plans. By J. W. Donald-
son, D.D. iV. ^.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Mythology
of Ancient Greece and Italy. Revised by
Leonhard Schmitz, Ph.D., LL.D. 12
Plates. ^r.S.

HERODOTUS, Notes on. Original
and Selected from the best Commentators.
By D. W. Turner, M.A. Coloured Map.

Analysis and Summary of, with
a Synchronistical Table of Events—Tables
of Weights, Measures, Money, and Dis-
tances— an Outline of the History and
Geography—and the Dates completed from
Gaisford, Baehr, &c. By J. T. Wheeler.

THirCYDIDES. An Analysis and
Summary of. With Chronological Table
of Events, &c., by J. T. Wheeler.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY.
57 Vols, at 5j. each, excepting those marked otherwise* (14/. 17s. per set.)

AGASSIZ and GOULD. Outline of
Comparative Physiology touching the
Structure 0.nd Development of the Races
ofAnimals living and extinct. For Schools
and Colleges. Enlarged b^r Dr. Wright.
With Index and 300 Illustrative Woodcuts.

BOLLEY'S Manual of Technical
Analysis ; a Guide for the Testing and
Valuation of the various Natural and
Artificial Substances employed in the Arts
and Domestic Economy, founded on the

work of Dr. BoUey. Edit, by Dr. Paul.
100 Woodcuts.

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.
Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand

;

its Mechanism and Vital Endowments, as
evincing Design. Preceded by an Account
of the Author's Discoveries in the Nervous
System by A. Shaw. Numerous Woodcuts.

Klrby on the History, Habits,
and Instincts of Animals. With Notes by
T. Rymer Jones. 100 Woodcuts. 2 vols.— 'WhewelPs Astronomy and
General Physics, considered with reference

to Natural Theology. Portrait of the Earl
of Bridgewater. 35. 6d.

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.—
Continued.

Chalmers on the Adaptation of
External Nature to the Moral and Intel-

lectual Constitution ofMan. With Memoir
by Rev. Dr. Gumming. Portrait.

Front's Treatise on Chemistry,
Meteorology, and the Function of Diges-

tion, with reference to Natural Theology.
Edit, by Dr. J. W. Griffith. 2 Maps.

Buckland's Geology and Miner-
alogy. With Additions by Prof. Owen,
Prof. Phillips, and R. Brown. Memoir of

Buckland. Portrait, 2 vols. rss. Vol. I.

Text. Vol. II. 90 large plates with letter-

press.

Roget's Animal and Vegetable
Physiology. 463 Woodcuts, 2 vols. 6s.

each.

Kidd on the Adaptation of Ex-
ternal Nature to the Physical Condition of
Man. 3;. 6d,

CARPENTER'S (Dr. W. B.) Zoology.
A Systematic View of the Structure, Ha-
bits, Instincts, and Uses of the principal
Families of the Animal Kingdom, and of

the chief Forms of Fossil Remains. Re-
vised by W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Numerous
Woodcuts. 2 vols. 6s. each.
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CARPENTER'S 'WqyIs.b.—Continued.

Mechanical Philosophy, Astro-
nomy, and Horology. A Popular Expo-
sition. i8i Woodcuts.

Vegetable Physiology and Sys-
tematic Botany. A complete Introduction

to the Knowledge of Plants. Revised by
E. Lankester, M.D., &c. Numerous
Woodcuts. 6s.

Animal Physiologry. Revised Edi-

tion. 300 Woodcuts. 6s.

CHESS CONGRESS of 1862. A col-

lection of the games played. Edited by

J. Lowenthal. New edition, 55.

CHEVREITL on Colonr. Containing
the Principles of Harmony and Contrast

of Colours, and their Application to the

Arts ; including Painting, Decoration,

Tapestries, Carpets, Mosaics, Glazing,

Staining, Calico Printing, Letterpress

Printing, Map Colouring, Dress, Land-
scape and Flower Gardening, &c. Trans.

by C. Martel. Several Plates.

With an additional series of 16 Plates

in Colours, 7^. 6d.

ENNEMOSER'S History of Magic.
Trans, by W. Howitt. With an Appendix
of the most remarkable and best authenti-

cated Stories of Apparitions, Dreams,
Second Sight, Table-Tuming, and Spirit-

Rapping, &c. 2 vols.

HIND'S Introduction to Astronomy.
With Vocabulary of the Terms in present.

use. Numerous Woodcuts. 3^. 6d. N.S.

HOGG'S (Jabez) Elements of Experi-
mental and Natural Philosophy. Being
an Easy Introduction to the Study of
Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hydrostatics,
Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, Caloric,

Electricity, Voltaism, and Magnetism.
400 Woodcuts.

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos ; or, Sketch
of a Physical Description of the Universe.
Trans, by E. C- Ott^, B. H. Paul, and
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Portrait. 5 vols.

3f. 6d. each, excepting vol. v., s^.

PersonalNarrative ofhisTravels
in America during the years 1799-1804.
Trans., with Notes, by T. Ross. 3 vols.

Views of Nature ; or, Contem-
plations of the Sublime Phenomena of
Creation, with Scientific Illustrations.

Trans, by E. C. Ott6.

HUNT'S (Robert) Poetry of Science
;

or, Studies of the Physical Phenomena of
Nature. By Robert Hunt, Professor at
the School of Mines.

JOYCE'S Scientific Dlalogmes. A
Familiar Introduction to the Arts and
Sciences'. For Schools and Young People.
Numerous Woodcuts.

JOYCE'S Introduction to the Arts
and Sciences, for Schools and Young
People. Divided into Lessons with Ex-
amination Questions. Woodcuts. 3;. 6d.

JUKES-BROWNE'S Student's Hand-
book of Physical Geology. By A. J.
Jukes-Browne, of the Geological Survey of
England. With numerous Diagrams and
Illustrations, 6s. N. S.

The Student's Handbook of
Historical Geology. By A. J. JuTces-

Brown, B.A., F.G.S., of the Geological
Survey of England and Wales. With
numerous Diagrams and Illustrations. 6s,

N.S.
The Building of the British

Islands. A Study In Geographical Evolu-
tion. By A. J. Jukes-Browne, F.G.S.
7S.6d. N.S.

ENIGHT'S (Charles) Knowledge Is
Power. A Popular Manual of Political

Economy.

LILLY. Introduction to Astrology.
With a Grammar of Astrology and Tables
for calculating Nativities, by Zadkiel.

MANTELL'S (Dr.) Geological Ex-
cursions through the Isle of Wight and
along the Dorset Coast. Numerous Wood-
cuts and Geological Map.

Petrifactions and their Teach-
ings. Handbook to the Organic Remains
in the British Museum. Numerous Wood-
cuts. 6s.

Wonders of Geology; or, a
Familiar Exposition of Geological Pheno-
mena. A coloured Geological Map of
England, Plates, and 200 Woodcuts. 2
vols. js. 6d. each.

MORPHY'S Games of Chess, being
the Matches and best Games played by the
American Champion, with explanatory and
analytical Notes by J. Liiwenthal. With
short Memoir and Portrait of Morphy.

SCHOU'W'S Earth, Plants, and Man.
Popular Pictures of Nature. And Ko-
beli's Sketches from the Mineral Kingdom.
Trans, by A. Henfrey, F.R.S. Coloured
Map of the Geography of Plants.

SMITH'S (Pyc) Geology and Scrip-
ture ; or, the Relation between the Scriptures
and Geological Science. With Memoir.

STANLEY'S Classified Synopsis of
the Principal Painters of the Dutch and
Flemish Schools, including an Account of
some of the early German Masters. By
George Stanley.

STAUNTON'S Chess-Player's Hand-
book. A Popular and Scientific Intro-
duction to the Game, with numerous Dia-
grams and Coloured Frontispiece. N,S,
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STAUNTON Continued.

Chess Praxis. A Supplement to the
Chess-player's Handbook. Containing the
most important modem Improvements in

the Openings ; Code of Chess Laws ; and
a Selection ofMorphy's Games. Annotated.
636 pages. Diagrams, ts.

Chess-Player's Companion-
Comprising a Treatise on Odds, Collection
of JIatch Games, including the French
Match with M. St. Amant, and a Selection
of Original Problems. Diagrams and Co-
loured Frontispiece.

Chess Tournament of 1851.
A Collection of Games played at this cele-

brated assemblage. With Introduction
and Notes. Numerous Diagrams.

STOCKHARDT'S Experimental
Chemistry. A Handbook for the Study
of the Science by simple Experiments.
Edit, by C. W. Heaton, F.C.S. Nu-
merous Woodcuts. N. S.

URE'S (Dr. A.) Cotton Manufacture
of Great Britain, systematically investi-

gated ; with an Introductory View of its

Comparative State in Foreign Countries.
Revised by P. L. Simmonds. 150 Illus-

trations. 2 vols.

Philosophy of Manufactures,
or an Exposition of the Scientific, Moral,
and Commercial Economy of the Factory
System of Great Britain. Revised by
P. L. Simmonds. Numerous Figures.
800 pages. 7;. td.

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE.
GILBART'S History, Principles, and Practice of Banking.

A. S. Michie, of the Royal Bank of Scotland. Portrait of Gilbart. :

Revised to iSSi by
vols. 105. N, S.

REFERENCE LIBRARY.
28 Volumes at Various Prices. (8/. i$s. per set)

BLAIR'S Chronological Tables.
Comprehending the Chronology and His-
tory of the World, from the Earliest Times
to the Russian Treaty of Peace, April 1856.
By J. W. Rosse. 800 pages. los.

Index of Dates. Comprehending
the principal Facts in the Chronology and
History of the World, from the Earliest to
the Present, alphabetically arranged ; being
a complete Index to the foregoing. By
J. W. Rosse. 2 vols. 5^, each.

BOHN'S Dictionary of Quotations
from the English Poets. 4th and cheaper
Edition. 6s.

BOND'S Handy-book of Rules and
Tables for Verifying Dates with the Chris-

tian Era. 4th Edition. -V. S.

BUCHANAN'S Dictionary ofScience
and Technical Terms used in Philosophy,
Literature, Professions, Commerce, Arts,

and Trades. By W. H. Buchanan, with
Supplement. Edited by Jas. A. Smith. 6s.

CHRONICLES OF THE TOMBS. A
Select Collection of Epitaphs, with Essay
on Epitaphs and Observations on Sepul-
chral Antiquities. By T. J. Pettigrew,
F.R.S., F.S.A. 5s.

CLARK'S (Hugh) Introduction to
Heraldry. Revised by J. R. Planche. 5^.

950 Illustrations.

'— With tht Illustrations coloured, iss.

N.S.

COINSj Manual of.—See H-umphreys.

DATES, Index of,—See Blair.

DICTIONARY of Obsolete and Pro-
vincial English. Containing Words from
English Writers previous to the 19th

Centiuy. By Thomas Wright, M.A..
F.S.A., &c. 2 vols. 5*. each.

EPIGRAMMATISTS (The). A Selec-
tion from the Epigrammatic Literature of

Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modem Times.
With Introduction, Notes, Observations,
Illustration.'^, an Appendix on Works con-
nected with Epigrammatic Literature,

by Rev. H. Dodd, M.A. ts, N. S.

GAMES, Handbook of. Comprising
Treatises on above 40 Games of Chance,
Skill, and Manuai Dexterity, including

Whist, Billiards, &c. Edit, by Henry G.
Bohn. Numerous Diagrams. 5^. I/. S.

HENFRET'S Guide to English
Coins. Revised Edition, by C. F. Keary,
M.A., F.S.A. With an Historical Intro-

duction. 6j. i/. S,

HUMPHREYS' Coin Collectors'
Manual. An Historical Account of the

Progress of Coinage from the Earliest

Time, by H. N. Humphreys. 140 Illus-

trations. 2 vols. 5^. each. N^. S.
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LOV?TTDES' Bibliographer's Manual
of English Literature. Containing an Ac-
count of Rare and Curious Books pub-
lished in or relating to Great Britain and
Ireland, from the Invention of Printing,
with Biographical Notices and Prices,

by W. T. Lowndes. Parts I.-X. (A to Z\
3S. 6d. each. Part XI. (Appendix Vol.),

5^. Or the ii parts in 4 vols., half
morocco, 2I. 2s.

niEDICINE, Handbook of Domestic^
Popularly Arranged. By Dr. H. JOavies.

700 pages. $5.

NOTED NAMES OF FICTION.
Dictionary of. Including also Familiar
Pseudonyms, Surnames bestowed on Emi-
nent Men, &c. By W. A. Wheeler, M.A.
5j. N.S.

POLITICAL CYCLOPEDIA. A
Dictionary of Political, Constitutional,

Statistical, and Forensic Knowledge
;

forming; a Work of Reference on subjects
ofCivil Administration, Political Economyj
Finance, Commerce, Laws, and Social
Relations. 4 vols. 3^. 6d. each.

PROVERBS, Handbook of. Con-
taining an entire Republication of Ray's
Collection, with Additions from Foreign
Languages and Sayings, Sentences,
Maxims, and Phrases. 5^.

A Polyglot of Foreign- Com-
prising French, Italian, German, Dutch,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Danish. With
English Translations. 5^.

SYNONYMS and ANTONYMS; or,

Kindred Words and their Opposiies, Col-

lected and Contrasted by Ven. C. J.
Smith, RLA. 5^. I/. S.

WRIGHT irh.)—Sce Dictionary.

NOVELISTS' LIBRARY.
12 Volumes at 3J. 6d. each, excepting those viarked othenvise. (2/. 5^. per set

^

FIEI^'DING.—Contzntied.

Amelia. Roscoe's Edition, revised.

Cruikshank's Illustrations. 5J. A^ S.

History ofTom Jonost a Found-
ling. Roscoe's Edition. Cruikshank's
Iliiistrations. 2 vols. N. S.

BTJRNEY'S Evelina ; or, a Young
Lady's Entrance into the World. By F.

Burney (Mme. D'Arblay). With Intro-

duction and Notes by A. R. Ellis, Author
of ' Sylvestra,' &c. N. S.

Cecilia. With Introduction and
Notes by A. R. Ellis. 2 vols. N. S.

DE S TAE

L

, Corinne or Italy.
By Madame de Stael. Translated by
Emiiy Baldwin and Paulina Driver.

EBERS' Egyptian Princess. Trans,
by Emma Buchheim. N. S.

FIELDINGr'S Joseph Andrews and
his Friend Mr. Abraham Adams. With
Roscoe's Biography. Cruikshank's Illits-

trations. N. S.

GROSSI'S Marco Viscontl. Trans,
by A. F. D. JV. S.

MANZONI. The Betrothed : being
a Translation of ' I Promessi Sposi.'

Numerous Woodcuts, i vol. (732 pages).
5S. N. S.

STOWE (Mrs. H. B.) Uncle Tom's
Cabin ; or. Life among the Lowly. 8 full-

page Illustrations. N, S.

ARTISTS' LIBRARY.
9 Vohtmes at Various Prices. (2/. 8j. 6d. per set.)

BELL (Sir Charles). The Anatomy
and Philosophy of Expression, as Con-
nected with the Fine Arts. 5J. N. S.

DEMMIN. History of Arms and
Armour from the Earliest Period. By
Auguste Demmin. Trans, by C. C.
Black, M.A,, Assistant Keeper, S. K.
Museum. 1900 Illustrations, js. 6d. N. S.

FAIRHOLT'S Costume in England.
Third Edition. Enlarged and Revised by
the Hon. H. A. Dillon, F.S.A. With
more than 700 Engravings. 2 vols. ^s.

each. N. S.
Vol. I. History. Vol. I. Glossary.

FULXMAN. Lectures on Sculpture.
With Three Addresses to the R.A. by Sir

R. Westmacott, R.A., and Memoir o
Haxman. Portrait and 53 Plates. 65. N.S.

HEATONES Concise History of
Painting. New Edition, revised by
W. Cosmo Monkhoust. $s. JX\S.

LECTURES ON PAINTING by the
Royal Academicians, Barry, Opie, Fuseli.
With Introductory Essay and Notes by
R. Wornum. Portrait of Fuseli.

LEONARDO DA VINCI'S Treatise
on Painting. Trans, by J. F. Rigaud, R.A.
With a Life and an Account of his Works
by J.W. Brown. Numerous Plates, sj. N.S.

PLANCHE'S History of British
Costume, from the Earliest Time to the
iQih Century. By J. R. Planchfi. 400
Illustrations. 5J. N', S.
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BOHN'S CHEAP SERIES.
PRICE ONE SHILLING EACH.

A Series of Complete Stories or Essays, mostly reprinted from Vols.

in Bohn's Libraries, and neatly bound in stiffpaper cover,

with cut edges, suitablefor Railway Reading.

ASCHAM {ROGER).—

SCHOLEMASTER. By PROFESSOR MAYOR.

CARPENTER [DR. W. B.).—

PHYSIOLOGY OF TEMPERANCE AND TOTAL AB-
STINENCE.

EMERS02\/:—

ENGLAND AND ENGLISH CHARACTERISTICS. Lectures

on the Race, Ability, Manners, Truth, Character, Wealth, Religion, &c. &c.

NATURE : An Essay. To which are added Orations, Lectures
and Addresses.

REPRESENTATIVE MEN : Seven Lectures on Plato, Swe-
DENBORG, JMONTAIGNE, SHAKESPEARE, NAPOLEON, and GOETHE.

TWENTY ESSAYS on Various Subjects.

THE CONDUCT OF LIFE.

FRANKLIN [BENJAMIN).—
AUTOBIOGRAPHY. Edited by J. Sparks.

HAWTHORNE {NATHANIEL).—
TWICE-TOLD TALES. Two Vols, in One

SNOW IMAGE, and other Tales.

SCARLET LETTER.
HOUSE WITH THE SEVEN GABLES.
TRANSFORMATION ; or the Marble Fawn. Two Parts.

HAZLITT (W.).—

TABLE-TALK : Essays on Men and Manners. Three Parts.

PLAIN SPEAKER : Opinions on Books, Men, and Things
Three Parts.

LECTURES ON THE ENGLISH COMIC WRITERS.
LECTURES ON THE ENGLISH POETS.
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HAZLITT ( W.).—Continued.

LECTURES ON THE CHARACTERS OF SHAKE-
SPEARE'S PLAYS.

LECTURES ON THE LITERATURE OF THE AGE OF
ELIZABETH, chiefly Dramatic.

IRVING {WASHINGTON).—
LIFE OF MOHAMMED. With Portrait.

LIVES OF SUCCESSORS OF MOHAMMED.
LIFE OF GOLDSMITH.
SKETCH-BOOK.
TALES OF A TRAVELLER.
TOUR ON THE PRAIRIES.
CONQUESTS OF GRANADA AND SPAIN. Two Parts.

LIFE AND VOYAGES OF COLUMBUS. Two Parts.

COMPANIONS OF COLUMBUS: Their Voyages and Dis-
coveries.

ADVENTURES OF CAPTAIN BONNEVILLE in the Rocky
Mountains and the Far West.

KNICKERBOCKER'S HISTORY OF NEW YORK, from the
Beginning of the World to the End of the Dutch Dynasty.

TALES OF THE ALHAMBRA.
CONQUEST OF FLORIDA UNDER HERNANDO DE

SOTO.

ABBOTSFORD AND NEWSTEAD ABBEY.
SALMAGUNDI; or, The Whim -Whams and Opinions of

Launcelot Langstaff, Esq.

BRACEBRIDGE HALL ; or. The Humourists.

ASTORIA ; or. Anecdotes of an Enterprise beyond the Rocky
Mountains.

WOLFERT'S ROOST, and Other Tales.

LAMB (CHARLES).—
ESSAYS OF ELIA. With a Portrait.

LAST ESSAYS OF ELIA.

ELIANA. With Biographical Sketch.

MARRYAT (CAPTAIN).

PIRATE AND THE THREE CUTTERS. With a Memoir of
the Author.



( 83 )

The only authorised Edition; no others published in England contain

the Derivations and Etymological Notes of Dr. Mahn, who
devoted several years to this portion of the Work.

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Thoroughly revised and improved by Chauncey A. GOODRICH, D.D., LL.D.,

and Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College.

THE GUINEA DICTIONARY.
New Edition [1880], with a Supplement of upwards of 4600 New Words and

Meanings.

1628 Pages. 3000 Illustrations.

The features of this volume, which render it perhaps the most useful

Dictionary for general reference extant, as it is undoubtedly one of the cheapest

books ever published, are as follows :

—

1. Completeness.—It contains 114,000 words.

2. Accuracy of Definition.

3. Scientific and Tpxhnical Terms.

4. Etymology.

5. The Orthography is based, as far as possible, on Fixed Principles.

6. Pronunciation.

7. The Illustrative Citations.

8. The Synonyms.

9. The Illustrations, which exceed 3000.

Cloth, 2\s. ; half-bound in calf, 30J. ; calf or half russia, 3IJ. dd.; russia, 2/,

With New Biographical Appendix, containing over 9700 Names.

THE COMPLETE DICTIONARY
Contains, in addition to the above matter, several valuable Literary Appendices,

and 70 extra pages of Illustrations, grouped and classified.

I vol. 1919 pages, cloth, 3IJ. dd.

' Certainly the best practical English Dictionary extant.'

—

Quarterly Review, 1873.

Prospectuses, with Specinun Pages, sent postfree on application.

To be obtained through ail Booksellers.



Bohn's Select Library of Standard Works.

Price IS. in paper covers, and is. 6d. in cloth.

1. Bacon's Essays. With Introduction and Notes.

2. Lessing'S Laokoon. Beasley's Translation, revised, with Intro-
duction, Notes, &c., by Edward He!!, M.A.

3. Dante's Inferno. Translated, with .Notes, by Rev. H. F. Cary.

4. Goethe's Faust. Part I. Translated, with Introduction, by
Anna Swanwick.

5.. Goethe's Boyhood. Being Part I. of the Autobiography.
Translated by J. Oxenford.

6. Schiller's Mary Stuart and The Maid of Orleans. Trans-
lated by J. Mellish and Anna Swanwick.

7. The Queen's English. By the late Dean Alford.

8. Life and Labours of the late Thomas Brassey. By Sir
A. Helps, K.C.B.

9. Plato's Dialogue's: The Apology—Crito—Phaedo—Protagoras.
With Introductions.

10. Moliere's Plays : The Miser—Tartuffe—The Shopkeeper turned
Gentleman. With brief Memoir.

11. Goethe's Reineke Fox, in EngHsh Hexameters. By A. Rogers.

12. Oliver Goldsmith's Plays.

13. Lessing'S Plays : Nathan the Wise- -Minna von Barnhelm.

14. Plautus's Comedies : Trinummus— Menaechmi— Aulularia—
Captivi.

15. Waterloo Days. By C. A. Eaton. With Preface and Notes by
Edward Bell.

16. Demosthenes—On the Crown. Translated by C. Rann
Kennedy.

17. The Vicar of Wakefield.
18. Oliver Cromwell. By Dr. Reinhold Pauli.

19. The Perfect Life. By Dr. Channing. Edited by his nephew.
Rev. W. H. Channing.

20. Ladies in Parliament, Horace at Athens, and other pieces,
by Sir George Otto Trevelyan, Bart.

21. Defoe's The Plague in London.
22. Irving's Life of Mahomet.
23. Horace's Odes, by various hands. [Out ofprint.

24. Burke's Essay on 'The Sublime and Beautiful.' Widi
Short Memoir.

25. Hauff's Caravan.
26. Sheridan's Plays.

27. Dante's Purgatorio. Translated by Cary.

To be followed hy

Harvey's Treatise on the Circulation of the Blood.

Cicero's Friendship and Old Age.

LONDON: GEORGE BELL AND SONS.

London : Printed by Steangeways & Sons, Tower Street, Cajnbridge Circus, W.C.













OLifO

\\\o

V.4



CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

924 074 297 205

n-



Cornell University

Library

The original of tiiis book is in

tine Cornell University Library.

There are no known copyright restrictions in

the United States on the use of the text.

http://www.archive.org/details/cu31924074297205



In compliance with current copyright
law, Ridley's Book Bindery, Inc.
produced this replacement volume

on paper that meets the ANSI Standard
Z39. 48-1984 to replace the

irreparably deteriorated original.

1991





BOHN'S STANDABB LIBBABY.

FLAVrUS JOSEPHUS.





THE WOEKS OF

FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS,

WHISTOITS TRANSLATION,

REVISED BY THE

REV. A. R. SHILLETO, M.A.
Sometime Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge,

Transhiior of Plutarch's Morals, Ethical Essays.

WITH TOPOGRAPHICAL NOTES BY

SIR C. W. WILSON, K.C.B.

VOL. IV.

The Jewish War, Books I.—IV.

LONDON: GEOBGE BELL AND SONS, YOEK STREET,

COVENT GARDEN.

1890.



-^6 a 5"^.

/conm
UNIVhHSiTY

L. s Lj ra t\ t , \ /

^y

^'^H'r

press: c whittingham and co., tooks court,

chancery lane.



CONTENTS.

THE JEWISH WAU, OE, THE HISTOET OF THE

DESTETJCTION OF JEETJSALEM.
PAGE

Preface 1

BOOK I.

CONTAmiNG THE LNTEEVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-SEVEN TEARS,

FROM THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BT ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES,
TO THE DEATH OF HBBOD THE GREAT.

Chap. I. How the City of Jerusalem was taken, and the

Temple pillaged, by Antioehus Epiphanes. Also
concerning the Actions of the Maccabees, Matthias

and Judas, and the Death of Judas ... 7

Chap. II. Concerning the Successors of Judas, who were Jona-

than, Simon, and John Hyrcanus ... 10

Chap. m. How Aristobulus was the first that wore a Diadem
on his Head, and after he had put his Mother and
Brother Antigonus to death, died himself, when he

had reigned no more than a Year ... 14

Chap. IV. What Actions were done by Alexander, who reigned

Twenty-seven Years 17

Chap. V, Alexandra reigns nine Years, during which time the

Pharisees were the real Rulers of the Nation . 21

Chap. VI. As Hyrcanus, who was Alexandra's Heir, i-eceded

from his Claim of the Crown, Aristobulus is made
King, and afterwards the same Hyrcanus, by the

agency of Antipater, is brought back by Aretas.

At last Pompey is made the Arbitrator of the

Dispute between the Brothers .... 2.'i

Chap. VII. How Pompey had the City of Jerusalem delivered

up to him, but took the Temple by Storm. How
he went into the Holy of Holies ; also his other

Exploits in Judaea ... . .
ii i



VI CONTENTS.

PAGE
Chap. VIII. Alexander, the Son of Ai-istobulus, who escaped

from Pompey, makes an Expedition against

Hyrcanus; but being overcome by Gabinius,

he delivers up the Portresses to him. After this

Aristobulus escapes from Rome, and gathers an
Army together; but being beaten by the Ro-
mans, he is brought back to Rome ; with other

things relating to Gabinius, Crassus, and Cassius 30
Chap. IX. Aristobulus is taken off by Pompey's friends, and

his Son Alexander by Scipio. Antipater cul-

tivates a Friendship with Csesar after Pompey's
Death ; he also performs great Actions in the

War, wherein he assisted Mithridates . . 35

Chap, X, Csesar makes Antipater Governor of Judaea ; and
Antipater appoints Phasaelus to be Governor
of Jerusalem, and Herod Governor of Galilee;

who some time after is called to take his trial

before Hyrcanus, when he is acquitted. Sextus
Caesar is treaohei'ously killed by Bassus, and is

succeeded by Murcus . . . . .37
Chap. XI. Herod is made Governor of all Syria : Malichus

is afraid of him, and takes Antipater off by
Poison ; whereupon the Tribunes of the Soldiers

are prevailed upon to kill Malichus ... 42

Chap. Xn. Phasaelus is too strong for Pelix ; Herod also

overcomes Antigonus in Battle ; and the Jews
accuse both Herod and Phasaelus, but Antony
acquits them, and makes them Tetrarchs . . 45

Chap. XIII. The Parthians bring Antigonus back to Judaea,

and cast Hyrcanus and Phasaelus into Prison.

The flight of Herod, and the taking of Jeru-

salem, and what Hyrcanus and Phasaelus

suffered 48

Chap. XIV. Herod is rejected in Arabia, and hastes to Rome,
where Antony and Augustus unite in making
him King of the .Tews 53

Chap. XV. Antigonus besieges those in Masada, whom Herod
relieves on his I'eturn from Rome, and at once

marches to Jerusalem, where he finds Silo cor-

rupted by Bribes ...... 56

Chap. XVI. Herod takes Sepphoris, and subdues the Robbers
that were in the Caves ; after which he joins

Antony, who was besieging Samosuta . . 69

Chap. XVII. The Death of Joseph, Herod's Brother, which had
been signified to Hei'od in Dreams. How Herod
was preserved twice in a wonderful Manner.
He cuts off the Head of Pappus, who was the

Murderer of his Brother, and sends it to Pliero-

ras. And no long Time after he besieges Jeru-
salem, and marries Mariamne .... 63



CONTENTS.

Chap. XVm. How Herod and Sossius took Jerusalem by
storm, and what Death Antigonus came to.

Also concerning Cleopatra's avaricious Temper 67
Chap. XIX. How Antony, at the instigation of Cleopatra,

sent Herod to fight against the Ai-abians ; and
how, after several Battles, he at length got the
Victory. Also concerning a great Earthquake 70

Chap. XX. Herod is confirmed in his Kingdom by Augustus,
and cultivates a Friendship with the Emperor
by magnificent Presents ; while Augustus re-

turns his Kindness by bestowing on him that

Part of his Kingdom which had been taken
away by Cleopatra, with the Addition of Zeno-
dorus' Country also ..... 75

Chap. XXI. Of the Temple and Cities that were built by
Herod, and erected from the very Founda-
tions; also of the other Edifices that were
erected by him ; and what magnificence he
showed to Foreigners ; and how Fortune was
in all things favourable to him ... 78

Chap. XXII. The Murder of the High Priests Aristobulus
and Hyrcanus, as also of Maviamne the Queen 85

Chap. XXIII. Calumnies against the Sons of Mariamne. Anti-
pater is preferred before them. They are

accused before Augustus, and Herod is recon-

ciled to them....... 87

Chap. XXIV. The Malice of Antipater and Doris. Alexander
is very uneasy on Glaphyra's Account. Herod
pardons Pheroras and Salome. Herod's Eu-
nuchs are tortm-ed, and Alexander is put in

bonds 91

Chap. XXV. Archelaus effects a Reconciliation between Alex-
ander and Pheroras and Herod . . 97

Chap. XXVI. How Eurycles calumniated the Sons ofMariamne

;

and how the Testimony of Euaratus of Cos on
then" behalf was ineffectual .... 100

Chap. XXVII. Herod, by Augustus' direction, accuses his Sons
at Berytus. They are not produced before

the Court, but yet are condemned ; and in a

little time they are sent to Sebaste, and stran-

gled there 104

Chap. XXVIII. How Antipater is hated by all Men ; and how
Herod want«d to betroth the sons of those that

had been slain to his own kindred ; but Anti-

pater got him to change these proposed Mar-
riages. Herod's various Wives and Children . 108

Chap. XXIX. Antipater becomes intolerable. He is sent to

Rome, and carries Herod's Testament with

him. Pheroras leaves his Brother, that he may
keep his Wife, and dies in his own Tetrarchy . 11

1



Vlll CONTENTS.

PAGE
Chap. XXX. When Herod made Inquiry about Pheroras' Death,

Discovery was made that Antipater had pre-

pared a poisonous Draught for him. Herod
casts out of the Palace Doris and her Accom-
plices, as also Mariamne, whose son Herod
blots out of his Testament . . . .114

Chap. XXXI. Antipater is convicted through Bathyllus, but
returns from Rome withoutknowing this. Herod
brings him to his Trial . . . . 118

Chap. XXXII. Antipater is accused before Varus, and is con-

victed of plotting against his Father by the

strongest Evidence. Herod puts off his Punish-
ment till his own recovery from illness, and, in

the mean time, alters his Testament . . . 121

Chap. XXXIII. The Golden Kagle is cut to pieces. Herod's bar-

barity when on the point of death. He attempts
to kill himself. He commands Antipater to be

slain. He survives him Five Days, and then

dies 127

BOOK II.

CONT-4INING THE INTERVAL OF SIXTT-HINE TEAKS.—EKOM THE
DEATH or HEEOD TILL VESPASIAN IS SENT BY NERO

TO StJEDCE THE JEWS.

Chap. I. Ai-clielaus makes a funeral Feast for the People
on account of Herod. After this a great Tumult
is raised by the Multitude, and Archelaus sends

the Soldiers out upon them, who destroy about
three Thousand of them 132

Chap. II. Archelaus goes to Rome with a gi'eat Number of

his Kindred. He is there accused before Augus-
tus by Antipater; but gets the better of his

Accusers, owing to the defence which Nicolaus

made for him . . . . . . .134
Chap. III. The Jews light a great Battle with Sabinus' Sol-

diers, and a great Destruction is made at Jeru-
salem ........ 138

Chap. IV. Herod's Veterans mutiny. The Robberies of

Judas. Simon and Athrongseus take the name
of King upon them ...'.. 141

Chap. V. Varus composes the Tumults in Judiea, and cruci-

fies about two thousand of the Riotous . . 142

Chap. VI. The Jews greatly complain of Archelaus, and
desire that they may be made a Roman Pro-
vince. And when Augustus had heard what
they had to say, he distributed Herod's Domi-
nions among his Sons, according to his own
pleasure 144



CONTENTS. IX

I'AUK
Chap. VII. The History ofthe spurious Alexander. Archelaiis

is banished, and Glaphyra dies, after what was
to happen to both of them had been showed them
in Dreams . . . . . . .147

Chap. VIII. Archelans' Ethuarchy is reduced to a Roman Pro-
rinee. The Rising of Judas of Galilee. The
three Sects of the Jews 150

Chap. IX. The Death of Salome. The Cities which Herod
and Philip built. Pilate's action causes Dis-
turbances. Tiberius puts Agrippa into Bonds,
but Caius frees him from them, and makes him
King. Herod Antipas is banished . . .157

Chap. X. Caius commands that his Statues should be set

up in the Temple itself; and how Petronius
acted in the case , . . . . .160

Chap. XI. Concerning the Empire of Claudius and the Reign
of Agrippa. Concerning the Death of Agrippa
and of Herod, and what Family they both left

behind them . . . . . . .163
Chap. XII. Many Tumults under Cumanus, which are com-

posed by Quadratus. Felix is appointed Go-
rernor of Judaea. Agrippa is advanced from
Chalcis to a greater Kingdom . . . .166

Chap. XIII. Nero adds four Cities to Agrippa's Kingdom ; but
the other Parts of Judaea are under Felix. The
disturbances raised by the Sicarii, and the

Magicians, and by an Egyptian false Prophet.
Tlie Jews and Syrians have a Contest at Ciesarea 170

Chap. XIV. Festus succeeds Felix, who is succeeded by Al-
binus, and he by Floras ; who by the Barbarity
of his Rule forces the Jews into War . .173

Chap. XV. Concerning Berenice's Petition to Florus to spare

the Jews, which was in vain, as also how, after

the seditious Flame was quenched, it was kindled

again by Florus 1 78

Chap. XVI. Cestius sends Neapolitanus the Tribune to see in

what Condition the Affairs of the Jews were.

Agrippa makes a Si^eech to the Jews to divert

them from their intention ofmaking War against

the Romans 182

Chap. XVII. How the War ofthe Jews with the Romans began.

Also concerning Manahem . . . .193
Chap. XVIII. The Calamities and Slaughter that came upon the

Jews 200
Chap. XIX. What Cestius did against the Jews ; and how,

upon his besieging Jerusalem, he most unex-
pectedly retired from that City. Also how he
was harassed by the Jews in his Retreat . . 208

Chap. XX. Cestius sends Ambassadors to Nero. The People

of Damascus slay those Jews that dwelt with

IV 6



CONTENTS.

TAOE
them. The People of Jerusalem, after they

had left off pursuing Cestius, return to the

City, and get things ready for its Defence, and
make a great many Generals for their Armies,

and among others Josephus, the Writer of these

Books. Some Account of his Administration . 215

Chap. XXI. Concerning John of Gischala. Josephus uses

Counter-stratagems against the Plots of John,
and recovers certain Cities which had revolted

from him........ 219

Chap. XXII. The Jews make preparations for War. Simon
the Son of Gioras falls to plundering . . 22S

BOOK III.

CONTAINING THE INTEEVAI, OF ABOUT ONE YEAK.—FROM VESPASIAn'6
COMING TO SUBDUE THE JEWS, TO THE TAKING OF GAMALA.

Chap. I. Vespasian is sent into Syria by Nero, to war
against the Jews . . . . . 22U

Chap. II. The great Slaughter of the Jews near Ascalon.

Vespasian arrives at Ptolemais . . . 230
Chap. III. A Description of Galilee, Samaria, and Judsea . 234
'^hap. IV. Josephus makes an attempt upon Sepphoris, but

is repelled. Titus comes with a great Ai-my to

Ptolemais ....... 237

Chap. V. A Description of the Eoman Armies, and Camps,
and Discipline 239

Chap. VI. Placidus attempts to take Jotapata, but is repulsed.

Vespasian marches into Galilee . . . 243
Chap. VII. Vespasian, after taking the City of Gadara,

marches to Jotapata. After a long Siege, that

City is betrayed by a Deserter, and taken by
Vespasian 245

Chap. VIII. How Josephus was informed against by a Woman,
and was willing to deliver himself up to the Ro-
mans; and what Speech he made to his own Men.
when they endeavoured to hinder him ; and what
he said to Vespasian, when he was brought be-

fore him ; and how Vespasian treated him . 267
Chap. IX. How Joppa was taken, and how Tiberias sur-

rendered........ 274
Chap. X. How Taricheo? was taken. A Description of the

Kiver Jordan, and of the Country round the
Lake of Gennesar ...... 2to



CONTENTS.

BOOK IV.

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF ABODT ONE YEAR.—FROM THE SIEQK
OF GAMALA TO THE COMING OF TITUS TO BESIEGE

JERUSALEM.
PAGE

Chap. I. The Siege and Capture of Gamala .... 289
Chap. II. The Surrender of Gischala ; when John flees from

it to Jerusalem 298
Chap. III. Concerning John of Gischala. Also concerning the

Zealots, and the High Priest Ananus; as also

how the Jews raised Factions in Jerusalem . . .303

Chap. IV. Tlie Idumseans being sent for by the Zealots, come
immediately to Jerusalem, and are exchided from
the City. Jesus, one of the High Priests, makes
a Speech to them ; and Simon the Idumaean makes
a reply to it. . 314

Chap. V. The Cruelty of the Idumseans, when they got into

the Temple during the Storm, and of the Zealots.

Concerning the Slaughter of Ananus, and Jesus,

and Zacharias. Also how the Idumaeans re-

turned home ....... 323
Chap. VI. How the Zealots, when they got rid of the Idu-

mseans, slew a great many more of the Citizens.

Also how Vespasian dissuaded the Romans, when
they were very earnest to march against the Jews,
from proceeding in the War at present . . 329

Chap. VU. How John tyrannized over the rest; and what Mis-

chief the Zealots did at Masada. Also how Ves-
pasian got possession of Gadara : and the acti(ms

that were performed by Placidus.... 333

Chap. VIII. How Vespasian, upon hearing of Commotion in

Gaul, made haste to finish the Jewish War. A
Description of Jericho, and of the Great Plain

;

with an Account also of the Lake Asphaltitis . 339

Chap. IX. How Vespasian, after he had taken Gadara, made
Preparations for the Siege of Jerusalem ; and
how he changed his Intention on hearing of the

Death of Nero. Also concerning Simon of Gerasa 34+

Chap. X. How the Soldiers, both in Judaea and Egypt, pro-

claimed Vespasian Emperor, who released Jose-

phus from his Bonds .... .354
Chap. XI. How upon the Conquest and Slaughter of Vitellius,

Vespasian hastened his journey to IJome, but

Titus his Son returned to Jerusalem . . .359





THE JEWISH WAR,

OS, THE

HISTOET OF THE DESTEUCTION OF

JEErSALEM.

PREFACE.

§1-

SINCE ' the war between the Jews and the Eomans was
the greatest of all those not only in our times, but

almost all that were ever heard of, either of those wherein

cities have fought against cities or nations against nations,

and as some men who were not concerned in the affairs

themselves, have collected together vain and contradictory

stories from hearsay, and have recorded them in a sophisti-

cal manner, while those that were present have given false

accounts of things, either in flattery to the Eomans or from
hatred to the Jews, and as their writings contain some-

times accusations, and sometimes encomium, but no where
the accurate truth, I have proposed to myself, for the sake

' I have already observed more than once, that this history of the

Jewish War was Josephus's first book, and published about a.d. 75,

when he was but 38 years of age ; and that, when he wrote it, he was
not thoroughly acquainted with several circumstances of history from the

days of Antiochus Epiphanes, with w^ich it begins, till near his own
times, contained in the first and former part of the second book, and so

committed many involuntary errors therein. He published his Antiquities

eighteen years afterwards, in the 13th year of Domitian, a.d. 93, when
he was much more completely acquainted with those ancient times.

Accordingly he then reviewed those parts of this work, and gave the

public a more faithful, complete, and accurate account of the facts therein

related ; and honestly corrected the errors he had before run into.—W.
IV. B



2 THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS.

of such as live under the empire of the Bomans, to trans-

late those books into the Greek tongue, which I, Josephus,

the son of Matthias, by birth a Hebrew, a priest also, and
one who at first fought against the Romans myself, and
was forced to be present at what was done afterwards,

formerly composed in the language of our country, and
sent to the Upper Barbarians.'

§ 2. Now at the time when this most important event

happened, the affairs of the Eomans themselves were in a

bad situation, for the Jews who were for ionovation, who
were in a flourishing condition both as regarded strength

and riches, rose up in insurrection just when the times

were disturbed, insomuch that affairs in the East were then

in exceeding confusion, as some hoped for gain, and others

were afraid of loss, and the Jews hoped that all of their

nation who were beyond the Euphrates wotild have risen

up in insurrection with them. The Gauls also in the neigh-

bourhood of the Eomans were in commotion, and the Celts

were not quiet, but all was in disorder after the death of

Nero. And the opportunity now offered induced many to

aim at royal power, 'and the soldiers were enamoured of

change from the hope of gain. I thought it therefore

monstrous to see the truth falsified in affairs of such great

consequence, and to suffer those Greeks and Eomans that

took no part in the war to be ignorant of these things, and
to read either flatteries or fictions, while the Parthians, and
Babylonians, and remotest Arabians, and those of our own
nation beyond the Euphrates, and the Adiabeni, knew accu-

rately by my labours why the war begun, and what
miseries it brought upon us, and how it ended.

§ 3. And yet these writers have the confidence to call

their accounts histories, though they seem to me to fail

of their own purpose, in addition to their relating nothing
that is sound. For they wish to demonstrate the greatness

of the Eomans, while they still diminish and lessen the

actions of the Jews ; but I do not see how they can appear
to be great who have only conquered those that were little.

' Who those Upper Barbarians, remote from the sea, were, Josephus
himself informs us, § 2, viz., the Parthians and Babylonians, and re-

motest Arabians, besides the Jews beyond tlie Euphrates, and the

Adiabeni, or Assyrians.—W.
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"Not are they ashamed to overlook the length of the war,
the numbers of the Koman forces who so greatly suffered

in it, and the greatness of the commanders, whose many
struggles to take Jerusalem will be deemed inglorious, if

what they achieved be reckoned but a smaU matter.

§ 4. However, I have determined not to go to the other

extreme, in opposition to those men who extol the Bomans,
and to raise the actions of my countrymen too high, but I
shall relate the actions of both parties with accuracy, only

I shall suit my language to my feelings as to the affairs I

describe, and shaU. indulge some lamentations upon the

miseries of my country. For that our own factions destroyed

it, and that it was the tyrants among the Jews who
brought the Roman forces upon us against their will, and
occasioned the burning of our holy temple, Titus Caesar,

who destroyed it, is himself a witness, who, during the

entire war, pitied the people who were kept under by the

factious, and often voluntarily delayed the taking of the

city, and protracted the siege, in order to give the authors

of the war time for repentance. And if any one
blames me for my accusing the tyrants or robbers, or

for bewailing the misfortunes of our country, let him
indulge my sorrow in this, though it be contrary to the

rules of writing history ; for our city Jerusalem, which

had arrived at a higher degree of felicity than any other

city under the Eomans, at last fell into the sorest of

calamities. At any rate it appears to me that the mis-

fortunes of all men from the beginning of the world, if

they be compared to these of the Jews, are not so con-

siderable, and as the authors of them were not foreigners,

it makes it impossible for me to contain my lamentations.

But if any one be a judge too hard for pity, let him assign

the facts to history, and the lamentations to the writer

himself only.

§ 5. However, I might justly censure the learned men
among the Greeks, who, when such great actions have been

done in their own times, which by comparison quite eclipse

the old wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and

severely criticize the best writers of antiquity, for though

they may be superior to the old writers in eloquence, yet

are they inferior to them in the execution of what they
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intend to do : for they write themselves about the Assyrians

and Medes, as if the ancient writers had not described

their affairs well enough, although they are as far inferior

to them in abilities, as they are different in their notions

from them. For of old every one was anxious to write

what happened in his own time, where their presence at

the actions made their narration of value, and where to

write lies for those who knew the facts would turn to their

disgrace. But to preserve to memory what has been before

recorded, and to represent the affairs of one's own time to

those that come afterwards, is really worthy of praise and
commendation ; and he is not industrious who only alters

the arrangement and order of other men's works, but he

who relates what is new and composes an entire body of

history of his own. And I have been at great expense and
have taken very great pains, though I am a foreigner, and
dedicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, both to

the G-reeks and Eomans. But for some of our own men,
their mouths are wide open, and their tongues loosed, at

once for gaia and lawsuits, but are quite muzzled up when
they are to write history, where they must speak truth and
gather facts together with a great deal of pains ; and so

they leave the writing such histories to inferior people, and
to such as are not acquainted with the actions of princes.

But let the real truth of historical facts be preferred by
us, since it is neglected among the Greeks.

§ 6. To write the Antiquities of the Jews, as who they

were, and how they left the Egyptians, and what region

they travelled over, and what countries they occupied after-

wards, and how they were removed out of them, I think to

be now unseasonable and also superfluous, since many
Jews before me have written the history of our ancestors

accurately, as some of the Grreeks have done also, having-

translated them into their own tongue, and have not
much wandered from the truth. But I shall begin my
history where the writers of these affairs and our prophets
leave off. Now as to what concerns the war which happened
in my own time, I shall narrate all that with much detail,

and with aU the diligence I am able, but shall briefly run
over what preceded mine own age.

§ 7. I shall relate then how Antiochus, who was named
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Epiphanes, took Jerusalem by storm, and held it three

years and three m.onths, and was then ejected out of the

country by the sons of Asamonseus; and next how their

posterity quarrelled about the kingdom, and dragged into

their affairs the Eomans and Pompey ; and how Herod,
the son of Antipater, put an end to their rule, bringing

in Sossius upon them ; and also how our people rose in. in-

surrection upon Herod's death, when Augustus was the

Eoman emperor, and Quintilius Varus was in our country

;

and how the war broke out in the twelfth year of Nero, as

also what happened under Cestius ; and what places the

Jews assaulted in a hostile manner in the first movements
of the war.

§ 8. I shall also relate how they built walls about the

neighbouring cities ; and how Nero, upon Cestius' defeat,

was in fear about the issue of the war, and so made Ves-

pasian general in it, and how this Vespasian, with the

elder of his sons,' made an expedition into the country of

Judaea, and what Roman force he took with him, and how
many of his auxiliaries were cut ofE throughout all Galilee

;

and how he took some of its cities by storm, and how
others surrendered. I shall then describe the good order

of the Romans in war, and the discipline of their legions,

and the size of both the GalHees, and their nature, and the

limits of Judaea, and the peculiarities of the district, and
the lakes and fountains that are in it, and what miseries

happened to each city as it was taken, and all this I shall

describe with accuracy as I saw or suffered. For I shall

not conceal any of the calamities I myseK endured, since I

shall relate them to such as know the facts.

§ 9. After this I shall relate how Nero died, when the

fortunes of the Jews were become very bad, and how
Vespasian, as he was hastening to Jerusalem, was called off

to become emperor, and what omens happened to him in

relation to that, and how he reached Rome, and how he was

made emperor by the soldiers against his wiU, and how,

upon his return to Egypt, to take the chief command, the

Jews became very riotous ; as also how the tyrants rose up

against them, and their own mutual dissensions.

§ 10. I shall also relate how Titus marched from Egypt

1 Titus.—W.
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into Judaea the second time ; as also how and where he con-
centrated his forces, and how many they were, and what
state the city was in in respect to faction at his coming

;

and what attacks he made, and how many earthworks he
threw up : also of the three walls that inrested the city, and
of their measures ; also of the strength of the city. I shall

also relate accurately the structure of the temple and
sanctuary, as also the measures of those edifices, and of
the altar, and some of their habits at festivals, and their

seven purifications, and the sacred ministrations of the
priests, as also the vestments of the priests and of the high
priest; and of the nature of the holy place of the temple,
without concealing anything, or adding anything to what
is generally known.

§ 11. I shall next relate the barbarity of the tyrants to-

wards their fellow-countrymen, as also the clemency of the
BiOmans to foreigners ; and how often Titus, in his desire

to preserve the city and the temple, invited the rebels to
come to terms of accommodation. I shall also distinguish
the sufferings and calamities of the people, and how far

they were afflicted by the war, and how far by the faction,

and how far by famine, till at last Jerusalem was taken.
Nor shall I omit to mention the misfortunes of the de-

serters, nor the punishments inflicted on the captives : as

also how the temple was burnt against the wish of Titus,

and how many of the sacred treasures of the temple were
rescued out of the fire ; and the destruction of the entire

city, and the signs and wonders that preceded it ; and the
taking the tyrants captive, and the multitude of those that
were made slaves, and their various fortunes. I shall also

relate how the Romans followed up the remains of the
war, and how they demolished the strongholds, and how
Titus went over the whole country and settled affairs ; to-

gether with his return to Italy and triumph.

§ 12. I have included all these things in seven books,
and have left no occasion for blame or accusation to such
as are acquainted with or took part in this war, and I have
written it for those who love truth, not for those who read
merely for pleasure. And I shall begin my account of these
as I stated in my recapitulation.



CHAP. I.J THE JEWISH WAS.

BOOK I.

CONTAINING THE INTEETAL OF ONE HTJNDKED AND SIXTT-

SEVEN TEAKS, FBOM THE TAKING OF JEETJSALEM BT
ANTIOCHTTS BPIPHANBS, TO THE DEATH OF HEROD THE
GBEAT.

CHAP. I.

Sow the City of Jerusalem was taken, and the Temple pil-

laged, by Antiochus Epiphanes. Also concerning the Ac-
tions of the Maccahees, Matthias and Judas, and the Death

of Judas.

§1-

AT the time that Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes,
contended with the sixth Ptolemy about his right

to all Syria, a great strife fell out among the men of

power in Judaea, and they had a struggle for power, as each

of those that were in authority could not endure to be sub-

ject to his equals. And Onias, one of the high priests, got

the best of it, and expelled the sons of Tobias from the city.

And they fled to Antiochus, and besought him to make use

of them for his guides, and to make an expedition into

Judaea. The king complied with them, being disposed

thereto beforehand, and set out with a great army, and took

Jerusalem by storm, and slew a great multitude of those

that favoured Ptolemy, and sent out his soldiers to plunder

them without mercy. He also himself spoiled the temple,

and put a stop to the constant practice of offering daily

sacrifices for three years and six months. But Onias, the

high priest, fled to Ptolemy, and received a place from him
in the district of HeUopolis,' where he built a little city

resembling Jerusalem, and a similar temple, concerning

which I shall speak more hereafter in its proper place.

§ 2. Now Antiochus was not satisfied either with his un-

expected capture of the city, or with its pillage, or with the

' Probably Tell el-Yehudi. Antiq. xii. 9, § 7 ; xiii. 3, § 1 ; n. 10,

§ 1. Heliopolis, or On, was to the N.E. of Cairo. See Antiq. ii. 7, § 6

;

Against Apion, ii. 2,
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great slaughter he had made there, but being a slave to

his violent passions, and remembering what he had
suffered duiing the siege, he tried to compel the Jews to

break the laws of their country, and to keep their infants

uncircumcised, and to sacrifice swine's flesh upon the altar;

which they all disobeyed, and the most esteemed among
them were put to death. Bacchides also, who was sent

by Antiochus as commander of the fortresses with these

wicked orders, from his own natural barbarity indulged in

excessive lawlessness, and tormented the worthiest of the

inhabitants, man by man, and threatened the city every

daywith opendestruction ; tiU at length he provoked thepoor
sufferers by his excessive outrages to avenge themselves.

§ 3. For Matthias, the son of Asamonseus, one of the
priests who lived in a village called Modern,' armed himself
and his family (he had five sons), and slew Bacchides with
daggers ; and forthwith, from fear of the many garrisons

[of the enemy], fled to the mountains, and so many of

the people followed him, that he took courage and came
down from the mountains, and gave battle to Antiochus'
generals, whom he beat and drove out of Judaea. So he
became all powerful by his success, and (because he had
expelled the foreigners) became the prince of his own
people at their own wish, and when he died, left the govern-
ment to Judas, his eldest son.

§ 4. Now Judas, supposing that Antiochus would not
remain quiet, gathered together an army of his own coun-
trymen, and was the first that made a league of friendship
with the Eomans, and drove Epiphanes out of the country,
when he made a second expedition into it, inflicting on
him a great defeat. And being warmed by this great
success, he made an assault upon the garrison that was in

the city, for it had not been cut off hitherto, and ejected

it from the upper part of the city, which was called the
Citadel, and drove the soldiers into the lower. He then
got the temple in his power, and cleansed the whole place,

and walled it round about, and made new vessels for sacred
ministrations, and brought them into the temple, because
theformer vesselshad been profaned, and built another altar,

' el-Medieh, about seven miles E. of Lydda, Ludd. Antiq. xii. 6, § 1,

4; xii. 11, §2; xiii. 6, § 5.
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and began to offer the daily sacrifices. And when the city

had already received its sacredconstitution again, Antiochus
died, and his son Antiochtis succeeded him in the kingdom,
and in his hatred to the Jews also.

§ 5. So he got together fifty thousand foot, and five

thousand horse, and eighty elephants, and marched through
Judsea into the mountainous parts. He then took Beth-
sura,' which was a small city, but at a place called Beth-
zacharias,^ where there was a narrow pass, Judas met him
with his army. However, before the forces joined battle,

Judas' brother Eleazar, seeing the very biggest of the

elephants adorned with a large tower and trappings of

gold, and supposing that Antiochus himself was upon him,
ran a great way before his own army, and cutting his way
through the press of the enemies got up to the elephant.

But he could not reach him who seemed to be the king

because of his high position, but he ran his weapon into

the belly of the beast, and brought him down upon himself,

and was crushed to death, having done no more than

attempted great things, and showed that he preferred glory

to life. Now he that rode on the elephant was but a

private soldier, and even had he proved to be Antiochus,

Eleazar would have done nothing more by this bold stroke

than show he chose to die, when he had the bare hope of

doing a glorious action. Nay, his death proved an omen
to his brother how the battle would end. It is true that

the Jews contested it bravely for a long time, but the

king's forces beiug superior in numbers, and having fortune

on their side, obtained the victory. And when a great

many of his men were slain, Judas took the rest with him,

and fled to the toparchy of Gophnitis.' And Antiochus

went to Jerusalem, and stayed there but a few days, for he

was in want of provisions, and so went away. He left,

indeed, a garrison behind him, such as he thought sufficient,

but drew the rest of his army off to winter in Syria.

§ 6. Now, after the king was departed, Judas was not

idle ; for many of his own nation came to him, and he

' Beit Sur. Antiq. Yiii. 10, § 1 ; xii. 7, § 5 ; xii. 9, § 5 ;
xiii. 5, § 6.

^ Kh. Beit Skdria. Antiq. xii. 9, § 4.

^ The district of which tiophna, Jifna, was the chief town. Jewish

War, ii. 20, § 4 ; iiL 3, § 3 ; iv. 9, § 9.
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gathered together those that had escaped out of the battle,
and again engaged with Antiochus' generals at a village
called Adasa,^ and having greatly distinguished himseK in
the battle, and slain a great number of the enemy, he was
at last himself slain also. And not many days after-

wards his brother John had a plot laid against him by
those who were of Antiochus' party, and was slain by
them.

CHAP. n.

Concerning the Successors of Judas, who were Jonathan,
Simon, and John Syrcanus.

§1.
JONATHAN, who was Judas' brother, succeeded him, and

behaved himself with great circumspection in all other
respects with relation to his own people, and strengthened
his authority by his friendship with the Eomans, and also

made a league with Antiochus' son.' Yet was not all this

sufficient for his security. For the tyrant Trypho, who was
guardian to Ajitiochus' son, laid a plot against him, and
first endeavoured to take ofE his friends, and captured
Jonathan by stratagem, as he was going with a few persons
to Ptolemais ^ to Antiochus, and put him in bonds, and then
marched against the Jews ; but being repulsed by Simon,
who was Jonathan's brother, he was enraged at his defeat,

and put Jonathan to death.

§ 2. Now Simon managed public affairs in a courageous
manner, and took Gazara * and Joppa ° and Jamnia," which
were cities in the neighbourhood, and also conquered the
garrison, and demolished the Citadel at Jerusalem. He after-

wards helped Antiochus against Trypho, whom he besieged

1 Kh. 'Adaseh. Antiq. xii. 10, § 5.
' I read 'Avtioxov valSa, as three lines lower.
' 'Akka, St. Jean d'Acrc.
• Gezer, Tell Jezar. Antiq. vii. 12, § 2 ; viii. 6, § 1 ; xiii. 1, § 3:

9, §2.
»

Jaffa.
' Yebnah. Antiq. ix. 10, § 3 ; xiv. 4, § 4; xvii. 8, § 1 ; xviii. 2, § 2.
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in Dora,' before he went on his expedition against the Medes.
Tet could not he make the king ashamed of his ambition,
though he had assisted him in killing Trypho ; for it was
not long ere Antiochus sent Cendebseus his general with
an army to lay waste Judaea, and to subdue Simon. But
though he was now in years, he conducted the war as if he
were a young man, and sent his sons with a strong band
against Cendebseus, while he took part of the army him-
self, and attacked him in another quarter. He also laid a
great many men in ambush in many places among the
mountains, and overcame the enemy in all his attacks upon
them.. And having been conqueror in so glorious a
manner, he was made high priest, and freed the Jews, after

a period of a himdred and seventy years, from the dominion
of the Macedonians.

§ 3. This Simon had also a plot laid against him, and
was slain at a feast by his son-in-law Ptolemy, who put
his wife and two sons into prison, and sent some persons
to kill the third, John, who was also called Hyrcanus.
But as the young man was informed beforehand of their

coming, he made haste to get to the city, having very great

confidence in the people there, both on account of the

memory of the glorious actions of his father, and of their

hatred to the lawlessness of Ptolemy. Ptolemy also made
an attempt to get into the city by another gate, but was
quickly repelled by the people, who had just admitted
Hyrcanus ; so he retired presently to one of the fortresses

beyond Jericho, which was called Dagon.^ Now, when
Hyrcanus had received the high priesthood, which his

father had held before, and had offered sacrifice to God,
he made great haste to attack Ptolemy, that he might
bring aid to his mother and brothers.

§ 4. So he laid siege to the fortress, and was superior to

Ptolemy in other respects, but was overcome by his just

grief. For as Ptolemy was pressed hard, he brought out

Hyrcanus' mother and brothers, and set them upon the

wall, and beat them with rods in every body's sight, and
threatened, unless Hyrcanus went away immediately, that

' Dor, Tawtirah. Antiq. xiii. 7, § 2 ; 12, § 2 ; xiv. 4, § 4 ; 5, § 3

;

six. 6, § 3.

» Antiq. xiii. 8, § 1.
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he woTild throw them down headlong; at which sight

Hyrcanus' commiseration and concern were too much for

his anger. But his mother was not dismayed, either at the

stripes she received, or at the death with which she was
threatened, but stretched out her hands, and begged her
son not to be so moved by the injuries she suffered as to

spare the wretch, since it was better for her to die at the

hands of Ptolemy than to live for ever, provided he could

be punished for the injuries he had done to their family.

Now whenever John considered the courage of his mother,
and heard her entreaty, he was incited to the attack, but
whenever he saw her beaten and torn to pieces with stripes,

he was unnerved and entirely overcome by grief. And as

the siege was protracted in this way, the year of rest came
on, for the Jews rest every seventh year, as they do every
seventh day. In this year, therefore, Ptolemy was freed
from the siege, and slew the brothers of John with their

mother, and fled to Zeno, who was sumamed Cotylas, who
was the tyrant of Philadelphia.'

§ 5. And now Antiochus was so angry at what he had
suffered at the hands of Simon, that he made an expedition
into Judaea, and sat down before Jerusalem, and besieged
Hyrcanus. But he opened the tomb of David, who was
the richest of the kings, and took thence more than three
thousand talents in money, and bribed Antiochus by three
hundred talents to raise the siege. Hyrcanus was the first

of the Jews that had money enough, and so begun to main-
tain mercenary troops.

§ 6. At another time, when Antiochus was gone upon an
expedition against the Medes, and so gave him an oppor-
tunity of being revenged upon him, Hyrcanus immediately
marched upon the cities of Syria, thinking, as proved to be
the case, that he would find them empty of fighting men.
So he took Medaba ° and Samsea,^ with the towns in their

neighbourhood, as also Shechem ^ and Garizin ;
^ and besides

these [he subdued] the nation of the Chuthseans, who

' 'Amman. Antiq. xiii. 8, § 1 ; xx. 1, § 1.

2 Medeba. Antiq. xiii. 1, § 2 ; 9, § 1 ; 15, § 4 ; xiv. 1, § 4.
'' Antiq. xiii. 9, § 1, where the name is Samega.

Ndblus.
* Mount Gerizim, south o{ Ndblua. Antiq. liii. 9, § 1.
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dwelt in the neighbourhood of the temple btdlt in imitation
of the temple at Jerusalem. He also took many other cities,

of Idumaea,' and Adoreus ' and Marissa.^

§ 7. He also proceeded as far as Samaria, where is now
the city Sebaste, which was built by Herod the king, and
invested it on all sides, and set his sons Aristobulus and
Antigonus over the siege ; who pushed it on so hard, that
famine so prevailed within the city, that the inhabitants
were forced to eat most strange food. So they invited
Antiochus, who was sumamed Aspendius, to come to their
assistance, and he willingly complied with their iavi-
tation, but was beaten by Aristobulus and Antigonus

;

and indeed he was pursued by the brothers as far as Scy-
thopoUs* in his flight from them. And they returned
back to Samaria,' and closely blockaded its population
again, and when they had taken the city, they demolished
it, and made slaves of its inhabitants. And as they still

had great success in their undertakings, they did not suffer
their zeal to cool, but marched with an army as far as
Scythopolis, and overran it, and laid waste all the country
that lay within Mount Carmel.

§ 8. But now these successes of John and his sons made
them envied, and occasioned a sedition among their fellow-

countrymen, and many mustered together against them, and
would not be at rest tiU they broke out into open war, when
they were beaten. So John, lived the rest of his Ufe very
happily, and administered the government in an excellent

manner for thirty-three entire years, and then died, leaving
five sons behind him. He was certainly a very happy
man, and had no occasion to complain of fortune in his

case. At any rate he alone had three of the most desirable

things in the world, the government of his nation, and the
high priesthood, and the gift of prophecy. For the Deity con-
versed with him, so that he was not ignorant of any thing

' The southern portion of Judaea and the plain of Philistia.
= Dura. Antiq. viii. 10, § 1 ; xiii. 9, § 1 ; 15, § 4 ; xiv. 5, § 3.
' Mareshah, Kh. Mer'ash. Antiq. viii. 10, § 1 ; 12, § 1 ; xii. 8, § 6;

xiii. 9, § 1 ; xiv. 1, § 4; 4, § 4 ; 5, § 3 ; 13, § 9.

* Bethshean, Beisdn. Antiq. v. 1, § 22 ; vi. 14, § 8 ; xii. 8, § 5 ; xiv.

4, §4; 5, §.3.
» Sebustieh. Antiq. viii. 12, § 5 ; 14, § 1 ; ix. 4, § 4 ; xiii. 10, § 2 j

xiy. 4, §4; 5, §3; xv. 7, §§ 3, 7 ; 8, § 5.
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thatwas to happen afterwards, insonmcli that he foresaw and
foretold that his two eldest sons would not continue at the

head of affairs : and it will be worth while to describe

their end, and how far they came short of their father in

happiness.

CHAP. III.

How Aristohulus was the first that wore a Diadem on, his

Head, and after he had put his Mother and Brother Anti-
gonus to death, died himself, when he had reigned no more
than a Year.

§1-

FOR after the death of their father, Anstobulus, the
elder of them, changed the government into a king-

dom, and was the first that put a diadem upon his head,
four hundred and seventy-one years and three months
after our people returned to their own country, after being
set free from the Babylonian slavery. Now, of his brothers,

he appeared to have most affection for Antigonus, who was
next to him, and he treated him as his equal, but as for the
rest, he bound them, and put them in prison. He also put
his mother in bonds for contesting the government with
him, for John had left her at the head of affairs, and
proceeded to that degree of barbarity as to cause her to be
starved to death in prison.

§ 2. But vengeance came upon him at last in the case of

his brother Antigonus, whom he loved and made his

partner in the kingdom ; for he slew him also owing to the
calumnies which wicked men about the court fabricated

against him. At first, indeed, Aristobulus would not be-

lieve their reports, partly from the affection he had for his

brother, and partly because he thought that a great part of
these tales sprang only from envy ; however, as Antigonus
came in a splendid manner from an expedition to the feast,

wherein our ancient custom is to make tabernacles for

Grod, it happened during those days that Aristobulus was
ill, and at the end of the feast Antigonus went up to the
temple with his armed men about him, and dressed in the
finest manner possible, to pray to God earnestly on behalf
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of his brother. Meantime these wicked men came to the

king, and told him of the procession of armed men, and
of the elation of Antigonus, too great for a private person,

and said that he was at hand with a great band of men to

kill Aristobulus ; for he could not endure the bare enjoy-

ment of royal honour, when it was in his power to have
the kingdom himself.

§ 3. Now it was only by degrees and unwillingly that

Aristobulus gave credit to these accusations, and he took

care not to show his suspicion openly, but to make himseM
secure against any accidents, so he placed his body-guards
in a dark subterranean passage ; for he lay ill in a place

formerly called Baris, though afterwards its name was
•changed to Antonia ;

' and he gave orders, that if Anti-

gonus came imarmed, they should let him alone, but if he

came in his armour, they should kill him. He also sent

some to tell Antigonus beforehand to come unarmed. But
in reference to this the queen very cunningly acted in

•concert with those that plotted against Antigonus, for

she urged those that were sent to conceal the king's mes-

sage, and to tell Antigonus that his brother had heard

Tie had got a very fine suit of armour made in G-alilee with

fine martial ornaments, and because his present illness

Mndered him from coming and seeing it, he very much
desired to see him now in his armour, " because, (said he,)

in a little time you are going away from me."

§ 4. As soon as Antigonus heard this (the good disposi-

tion of his brother to him not allowing him to suspect any

harm), he came with his armour on to show it to his brother

;

but as he was going along that dark passage, which was

called Strato's Tower, he was slain by the body-guards, and
became a clear proof how calumny destroys all good-will

and natural affection, and how none of our good feelings

are strong enough to resist envy perpetually.

§ 5. But one might marvel at the account of the conduct

of Judas upon this occasion. He was of the sect of the

Essenes, and had never erred or been deceived in his pre-

dictions before. Now as he saw Antigonus passing along

by the temple, he cried out to his friends (for not a few

' The citadel north of the Temple. Antiq. xv. 11, § 4.
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attended upon him as his scholars), " Alas ! it is good for

me to die now, since truth is dead before me, and something
that I have foretold has proved false. For Antigomis is

here alive, who ought to have died this day ; and the place

where he was fated to be slain is Strato's Tower, which is

six hundred furlongs from this place ; and yet four hours of

this day are already over, so that the time falsifies the pre-

diction." When the old man had said this, he was dejected

in his mind, and so continued. But a little time after news
came that Antigonus was slain in a subterranean place,

which was itself also called Strato's Tower, as well as

Csesarea on the coast, and it was this ambiguity that trou-

bled the prophet.

§ 6. However, Aristobulus soon repented of the great

crime he had been guilty of, and his remorse made his ill-

ness grow worse, and his mind being constantly disturbed

at the thoughts of the murder he had done, he wasted away,
till his bowels being lacerated by the intolerable grief he
was in, he threw up a great quantity of blood. And as

one of the pages that attended him carried out that blood,

by some supernatural providence he slipped and fell down
in the very place where Antigonus had been slain, and so

he spilt some of the murderer's blood upon the still visible

stains of blood of him that had been murdered. Thereupon
a lamentable cry arose among the spectators, as if the page
had spilt the blood on purpose in that place ; and as the
ting heard that cry, he inquired what was the cause of it ?

And as nobody ventured to tell him, he pressed them so

much the more, desiring to know what was the matter ; so

at last, when he had threatened them, and forced them to

speak out, they told him the truth. Thereupon he burst

into tears, and groaned, and said, " So I perceive I am not
like to escape the great eye of God, as to the atrocious crimes

I have committed, but swift vengeance pursues rae for the
blood of my kinsman. most shameful body, how long
wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die for a mother and a
brother slain ? how long shall I myself spend my blood

drop by drop ? Let them take it all at once ; and let their

manes be no longer disappointed by my bowels being
offered to them piecemeal." As soon as he had said these

words he died, having reigned only a year.
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CHAP. rv".

What Actions were done hy Alexander, who reigned Twenty-
seven Years.

.

§1-

AND now the king's widow set free the king's brothers,

and made Alexander king, who both from his age and
moderation appeared preferable to the rest. And he, when
he came to the throne, slew one of his brothers who aimed
at the kingdom himself, but held the remaining one left

in great esteem, as loving a quiet Hfe, and not meddling in

public affairs.

§ 2. Now it happened that there was a battle between
him and Ptolemy, who was called Lathurus, who had taken

the city of Asochis.^ He indeed slew many of his enemies,

but the victory inclined to Ptolemy. But when this Ptolemy
was pursued by his mother Cleopatra, and retired into Egypt,

Alexander besieged Gadara,'' and took it, as also Amathus,'

which was the strongest of all the fortresses beyond the

Jordan, and in itwere the mostprecious of all thepossessions

of Theodorus the son of Zeno. But Theodorus suddenly

attacked him, and took what belonged to himself as well

as the king's baggage, and slew about ten thousand of the

Jews. However, Alexander recovered this blow, and turned

towards the maritime parts, and took Eaphia ' and Gaza,'

and also Anthedon,° which was afterwards called Agrippias

by king Herod.

§ 3. But when he had reduced these cities to slavery, the

nation of the Jews made an insurrection against him at a

festival ; for seditions generally break out at those feasts.

And it looked as if he would not be able to escape the plot

1 FrohMy Kefr Menda, above the ^lain d-Buitauf. Life, 41, 45, 68;

Antiq. xiii. 12, § 4.

2 Umm Keis. Life, 65 ; Antiq. xiv. 4, § 4 ; xv. 7, § .3 ; XTii. 11, § 4.

3 'Amdteh. Antiq. xiii, 13, § 3; xiv. 5, § 4 ; xvii. 10, § 6.

* Twenty-two miles S.W. of Gaza. Antiq. xiii. 13, § 3 ;
xiv. 5, § 3.

* Ghuzzeh.
« Antiq. xiii. 13, § 3 ; xiv. 5, § 3 ; xv. 7, § 3.

IV. C
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they had laid for him, had not his foreign troops of Pisidians

and Cilicians assisted him : for, as to the Syrians, he never

admitted them among his mercenary troops, on account of

their innate enmity to the Jewish nation. And when
he had slain more than six thousand of the rebels, he made
an incursion into Arabia, and when he had subdued the

Gileadites and Moabites there, he enjoined them to pay him
tribute, and returned to Amathus. And, as Theodoras was
thunderstruck at his great success, he found the fortress of

Amathus undefended, and rased it to the ground.

§ 4. But afterwards, when he fought with Obedas, king
of the Arabians, who laid an ambush for him near Gaulane,^

he lost his entire army, as it was crowded together in a deep
valley, and trodden to pieces by the multitude of camels.

And, when he had escaped to Jerusalem, he provoked the

nation who had long hated him to make an insurrection

against him from the greatness of his reverses. However,
he was then too strong for them, and in several successive

battles slew no less than fifty thousand of the Jews in six

years. But he had no reason to rejoice in these victories,

since he did but exhaust his own kingdom ; so that at last

he left ofE fighting, and endeavoured to be reconciled to his

subjects. But this change and inconsistency in his conduct

made them hate him still more. And when he asked them
why they so hated him, and what he should do in order to

appease them ? they said by dying ; indeed it would be all

they could do then to be reconciled to him, who had done
such harm to them, even when he was dead. At the same
time they invited to their aid Demetrius, who was sumamed
Eucserus ; and as he readily complied with their request in

hopes of great advantages, and came with his army, the

Jews joined these their auxiliaries near Shechem.^

§ 5. However, Alexander met both these forces with a
thousand horse, and eight thousand foot, who were mer-
cenaries. He had also with him about ten thousand Jews
who were faithful to him. But his enemies had three

thousand horse, and fourteen thousand foot. Now, before

they joined battle, the kings made proclamation, and en-

deavoured to draw off each other's soldiers, for Demetrius

' Antiq. xiii. 15, § 3. ^ Xablns.
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hoped to induce Alexander's mercenaries to leave him, and
Alexander hoped to induce the Jews that were with Deme-
trius to leave him. But since neither the Jews would leave

off their rage, nor the Greeks prove unfaithful, they came to

an engagement, and to a close fight with their weapons ; in

which battle Demetrius was the conqueror, although Alex-
ander's mercenaries showed the greatest bravery both of

soul and body. But the upshot of the battle proved diffe-

rent from what was expected on both sides ; for not only
did those that had invited Demetrius not continue with
him, though he was conqueror, but six thousand Jews, out

of pity at the reverse of Alexander, came over to him when
he had fled to the mountains. Demetrius could not bear

this turn of affairs, but supposing that Alexander was
already a match for him again, and that all the nation

would go back to him, went his way home.

§ 6. However, the rest of the Jewish people did not lay

aside their animosity to Alexander when Demetrius and
his force were gone, but they had a perpetual war with him,
until he had slain the greatest part of them, and driven the

rest into the city of Bemeselis,' and when he had demolished

that city, he carried the captives to Jerusalem. And now
his rage had grown so excessive, that his savageness pro-

ceeded to the degree of impiety ; for when he had had
eight hundred of those that were taken himg upon crosses

in the midst of the city, he had the throats of their wives,

and children cut before their eyes, and he gazed at all this

as he was drinking and reclining with his concubines.

Thereupon such dejection seized the people, that eight

thousand of his opponents fled awaythe very next nightfrom
all Judffla, whose exile was terminated only by Alexander's

death. Thus at last, though not without great difficulty,

he procured by such actions quiet for his kingdom, and
rested from arms.

§ 7. But Antiochus, who was sumamed Dionysus, became
a source of troubles to him again. He was the brother of

Demetrius, and the last of the Seleucidae. Alexander was
afraid of him, when he was marching against the Arabians

;

so he cut a deep trench between Antipatris,^ which was near

' Called Bethome in Antiq. xiii. 14, § 2.

' Eds elr-'Ain. Antiq. xiii. 15, § 1 ; xvi. 5, § 2.
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the moimtains, and the shores of Joppa ; and also erected

a high wall before the trench, and built wooden towers, in

order to obstruct and render difficult his approach. How-
ever, he was not able to exclude Antiochus, for he burnt the

towers and filled up the trench, and marched on with his

army. And postponing his revenge on Alexander for en-

deavouring to stop him, he marched at once against the

Arabians, whose Hng retired into such parts of the country

as were fittest for engaging the enemy, and then suddenly

made his horse wheel round, who were in number ten

thousand, and fell upon Antiochus' army while they were

in disorder. And a terrible battle ensued, and Antiochus'

troops, as long as he was alive, held out, although a mighty
slaughter was made of them by the Arabians ; but when he

fell, (for he was always in the front, rallying his beaten

troops,) they all gave ground, and most of his army were

cut to pieces, either in the action or the flight ; and as for

the rest, who fled to the village of Cana,' it happened that

they all perished for want of necessaries, a few only

excepted.

§ 8. After this the people of Damascus, in their hatred to

Ptolemy, the son of Mennseus, invited in Aretas and made
him king of Coele-Syria.'' He also made an expedition into

Judaea, and beat Alexander in battle, but afterwards re-

tired by mutual agreement. But Alexander, when he had
taken Pella,' marched to Gerasa,"* moved by a covetous

desire for Theodorus' possessions, and when he had built a
triple wall about the garrison, he took the place by force.

He also demolished Gaulane ° and Seleucia," and what was
called the Valley of Antiochus ;

^ besides which, he took the

strong fortress of Gamala," and stripped Demetrius who was
governor of it of what he had, on account of the many
crimes laid to his charge, and returned to Judaea, after

he had been three whole years on this expedition. And
' Antiq. xiii. 15. § 1.

' Antiq. i. H, § 5 ; xiii. 13, §§ 2, 3 ; 15, § 2 ; xiv. 4, § 5.

= TubaMt Fahil. Antiq. xiii. 15, § 4; xiv. 4, § 4.

^ Jerash.
' See Jewish War, i. 4, § 4.

« Lile, 37 ; Antiq. xiii. 7, § 1 ; 15, § 3.

' Antiq. xiii. 15, § 3.

8 Kul'at el-Husn. Life, 11, 37 ; Antiq. xviii. 5, § 1.
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now he was Mndly received by the nation because of

the success he had had, but now he was at rest from war,
he fell iU. For he was afflicted with a quartan ague, and
thought that he would get rid of his complaint by exercising

himself again in martial affairs ; but by making such ex-

peditions at unseasonable times, and forcing his body
to undergo hardships greater than his strength, he brought
himself to his end. He died, therefore, in the midst of

his troubles, after he had reigned seven-and-twenty years.

CHAP. V.

Alexandra reigns nine Years, during which, time the Pharisees

were the real Rulers of the Nation.

§.!•

NOW Alexander left the kingdom to Alexandra his wife,

being sure that the Jews would very readily submit to

her, because she had been very averse to such cruelty as he
had treated them with, and had opposed his lawless acts,

and had so got the good wiU of the people. Nor was he
mistaken as to his hope ; for his wife got the throne in con-

sequence of her reputation for piety ; for she accurately ob-

served the ancient customs of her country, and cast those

men out of the government that offended against their

holy laws. And she made Hyrcanus, the elder of her two
sons by Alexander, high priest, on account of' his age,

as also on account of his inactive temper, which indisposed

him to disturb the public; but she kept the younger,

Aristobulus, as a private person, because of his impe-

tuosity.

§ 2. And now the Pharisees joined themselves to her, to

assist her in the government. They are a body of Jews
that appear more religious than others, and seem to inter-

pret the laws more accurately. Now Alexandra attached

herself to them in an extraordinary degree, being a woman
of great piety towards G-od. And these Pharisees artfully

insinuated themselves into her simplicity by little and
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little, and became themselves the real admininistrators of

public affairs. They banished and recalled from exile, bound
and loosed, whom they pleased, and in short had the enjoy-

ment of the royal authority, whilst the expenses and the

difficulties of it belonged to Alexandra. She was a sagacious

woman in the management of great affairs, and intent

always upon getting a large army together, so that she

doubled her army, and procured a great body of foreign

troops, till her own nation became not only powerful but
terrible also to foreign potentates. So she governed other

people, and the Pharisees governed her.

§ 3. Accordingly they themselves slew Diogenes, a per-

son of note, who had been a friend of Alexander ; having
accused him of having advised the king to crucify the eight

hundred men.^ They also urged Alexandra to put to death
the rest of those who had irritated Alexander against them.
And as she gave way from her reHgious feelings, they
wished to kill whom they pleased, but the most eminent of

those that were in danger fled to Aristobulus, who urged
his mother to spare the men on account of their position,

but to expel them out of the city, unless she took them to

be innocent ; so they were suffered to go impunished, and
were dispersed all over the country. But when Alexandra
sent her army to Damascus, on the pretext that Ptolemy
was always oppressing that city, she got possession of it, nor
did it make any considerable resistance. She also tried by
agreements and presents to get Tigranes, king of Armenia,
who lay with his troops before Ptolemais,^ and besieged
Cleopatra, to go away. But Tigranes raised the siege first,

because of troubles at home, for Lucullus had invaded
Armenia.

§ 4. In the meantime Alexandra fell iU, and Aristobulus,
her younger son, took hold of this opportunity with his

domestics (of whom he had many, who were all of them his

friends on account of his warmth of heart,) and got pos-
session of all the fortresses. He also used the money he
foimd in them to get together a band of mercenary sol(iers,

and made himself king. At this, upon Hyrcanus' com-
plaint, his mother commiserated his case, and put Aristo-

' See ch. iv. § 6. » 'Akka.
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bulus' wife and sons under restraint in Antonia, wliicli was
a fortress adjacent to the north, slope of the temple. It
was, as I have already said, of old called Baris,' but after-

wards got the name of Antonia, when Antony was in power,
just as the other cities, Sebaste ^ and Agrippias,' had their
names changed from Sebastus and Agrippa. But Alex-
andra died before she could punish Aristobulus for depos-
ing his brother, after she had reigned nine years.

CHAP. VI.

As Hyrcanus, who was Alexandra's Heir, receded from his

Claim of the Crown, Aristobulus is made King, and after-

wards the same Hyrcanus, hy the agency of Antipater,

is brought back by Aretas. At last Pompey is made the

Arbitrator of the Dispute between the Brothers.

§1-

NOW Hyrcanus was heir to the kingdom, and his

mother gave it him before she died, but Ajristobulus

was superior to him in power and spirit. And a battle

having taken place between them for the kingdom near Jeri-

cho, most deserted Hyrcanus, and went over to Aristobulus.

And Hyrcanus, with those of his party who remained with
him, fled to Antonia, and got into his power hostages that

might be for his safety (these were Aristobulus' wife and
her children) ; but the brothers came to an agreement, be-

fore things came to extremities, that Aristobulus should

be king, and Hyrcanus should resign that, but retaia all

the rest of his dignities, as being the king's brother.

Thereupon they were reconciled to each other in the temple,

and embraced one another in a very kind manner, as

the people stood round ; they also changed their houses, for

Aristobulus went to the royal palace, and Hyrcanus retired

to the house of Aristobidus.

§ 2. Now all those who were at variance with Aris-

' The citadel uorth of the Temple. Antiq. xv. 11, § 4.

' Sebustieh.
' Anthedon. See Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.
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tobulus were afraid at his thus unexpectedly obtaining

the kingdom, and especially Antipater, whom Aristobulus

hated of old. He was by race an Idumsean, and the prin-

cipal man of his nation on account of his ancestors and
riches and other power. He also urged Hyrcanus to flee to

Aretas, the king of Arabia, and so to recover his kingdom,
and at the same time he urged Aretas to receive Hyrcanus,
and to restore him to his kingdom ; he also cast great,

reproaches upon Aristobulus as to his morals, and gave
great commendations to Hyrcanus, and exhorted Aretas to

receive him, and told him how becoming a thing it would
be for him, who ruled so great a kingdom, to extend his

assistance to such as were unjustly treated ; and he said

Hyrcanus was treated unjustly, by being deprived of the
dominions which belonged to him by the priority of his

birth. And when he had predisposed them both to do what
he would have them, he took Hyrcanus by night, and
escaped from the city, and contiauing his flight with great

swiftness, got safe to the place called Petra,' which is the
royal seat of the king of Arabia. There he put H)rrcanus

into Aretas' hand, and by much conversation with Aretas,

and gaining him over with many presents, he prevailed upon
him to furnish him with an army that might restore Hyr-
canus to his kingdom. This army consisted of fifty thou-

sand foot and horse, agaiast which Aristobulus was not able

to make resistance, but was deserted at the first onset, and
was forced into Jerusalem : and would also have been taken
by force, had not Scaurus, the Koman general, come and
seasonably interposed himself, and raised the siege. He
was sent into Syria from Armenia by Pompey the Great,

who was fighting against Tigranes : and he went to

Damascus, which had been lately taken by Metellus and
Lollius, and he removed them from there, and on hearing
how the affairs of Judaea stood, he hastened there as to a
windfall.

§ 3. And directly he entered the country, there came
ambassadors from both the brothers, each of them desiring

his assistance. But Aristobulus' three hundred talents

had more weight with him than justice ; for when

' The modern Petra. Antiq. iv. 4, § 7; 7, § 1 ; xiv. 1, § 4.
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Scaurus had received that sum, he sent a herald to Hyr-
canus and the Arabians, and threatened them -with the
resentment of the Eomans and Pompey, unless they
raised the siege. So Aretas was terrified, and retired from
Judaea to Philadelphia,' and Scaurus returned to Damascus.
But Ari.stobulus was not satisfied with not being captured,
but gathered all his forces together, and pursued his enemies,
and fought them at a place called Papyron,^ and killed
more than six thousand of them, and among them
Antipater's brother, Phallion.

§ 4. When Hyrcanus and Antipater were thus deprived
of the aid of the Arabians, they transferred their hope
to their adversaries : and as Pompey had passed through
Syria and come to Damascus, they fled to him for assistance

;

and without gifts they made the same equitable pleas that
they had used to Aretas, and besought him to hate the
violent behaviour of Aristobulus, and to restore the king-
dom to him to whom it justly belonged, both on account of
his character and priority in age. However, neither was
Aristobulus wanting to himself, relying on the bribes that
Scaurus had received, but was also present himself, attired

as like a king as he was able. But thinking it beneath
him to dance attendance upon Pompey, and not enduring
to serve his own ends in a way so much more abject than
his rank, he departed from DiospoUs.^

§ 5. At this Pompey was very indignant, Hyrcanus also

and his friends made great supplication to him, so he took
not only his Eoman forces, but many of his Syrian auxili-

aries, and marched against Aristobulus. And when he had
passed by Pella and Scythopolis, and was come to Corese,*

where you enter into the country of Judaea, when you go to

it through the inland parts, he heard that Aristobulus had
fled to Alexandrium,' which is a stronghold fortified with
the utmost magnificence, and situated upon a high moun-
tain, and he sent to him and commanded him to come down.
Now Aristobulus' inclination was to tiy his fortune in

1 See Jewish War, i. 2, § 4.

» Antiq. xiv. 2, § 3.

3 Jewish War, i. 15, § 6.

* Keriut. Antiq. xiv. 3, § 4.

= Kefr Istuna. Antiq. xiii. 16, § 3 ; xiv. 3, § 4 ; 5, § 4.
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battle, since lie was summoned in suet an imperious manner,

rather than to comply with that summons ; but he saw the

people were in great fear, and his friends exhortedhim to con-

sider how irresistible the power of the Eomans was. So he

complied with their advice, and came down to Pompey ;
and

when he had made a long defence as to the justice of his

taking the kingdom, he returned to the fortress. And when
his brother summoned him again, he came down and spoke

about the justice of his claim, and then went away without

any hindrance from Pompey. So he was between hope and
fear, and he came down to importune Pompey to entrust

every thing to him., and he went up again to the citadel,

not to appear to debase himself too low. When Pompey
however commanded him to give up his fortified places,

and forced him to write to every one of their commanders
to yield them up, for they had had this charge given them
to obey no letters but such as were in his own handwriting,

he did what he was ordered to do, but was very indignant

at what was done, and retired to Jerusalem, and made pre-

parations to fight against Pompey.

§ 6. But Pompey did not give him time to make much
preparation, but followed close at his heels, being further

obliged to make haste owing to the death of Mithridates,

of which he was informed near Jericho, where is the most

fruitful country of Judsea, which produces a great number
of palm trees, besides the balsam tree, whose trunks they

cut with sharp stones, and at the incisions gather the

juice which exudes. And Pompey pitched his camp in that

place one night, and pushed on the next morning to Jeru-

salem ; but Aristobulus was so dismayed at his approach,

that he came and met him as a suppliant, and promised

him money, and to put both himself and the city at his

disposal, and so mitigated the anger of Pompey. How-
ever, he did not perform any of the conditions he had
agreed to ; for Aristobulus' party would not so much as

admit G-abinius, who was sent to receive the promised

money, into the city.
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CHAP. VII.

How Pompey had the City of Jerusalem delivered up to him,

but toolc the Temple hy Storm. How he went into the Holy

of Holies ; also his other Exploits in Judcea.

§1-
. .

AT this Pompey was very angry, and detained Ansto-

bulus in bonds, and went to the city, and looked about

where he might make his attack ; for he saw that the walls

were so strong, that it would be hard to attack them, and
that the ravine before the walls was terrible, and that the

temple, which was within that ravine, was surrounded with

a very strong wall, iasomuch that if the city were taken, the

temple would be a second line of defence for the enemy to

retire to.

§ 2. Now as he was a long time deUberating about this

matter, a sedition arose among the people within the city,

Aristobulus' party demanding to fight and set their king

at liberty, while the party of Hyrcanus were for opening

the gates to Pompey ; and dread made these last a very

numerous party, when they looked upon the good order of

the Roman soldiers. So Aristobulus' party lost the day

and retired into the temple, and cut off the communication

between the temple and the city, by breaking down the

bridge that joined them together, and prepared to hold

out to the utmost. But as the others received the Romans
into the city, and delivered up the palace, Pompey sent

Piso, one of the generals under him, into that palace with

an army, who distributed a garrison about the city, because

he could not persuade any of those that had fled to the

temple to come to terms of accommodation ; he then made
arrangements all round for attack, having Hyrcanus' party

very ready to afford both counsel and assistance.

§ 3. Then Pompey himself filled up the trench that was

on the north slope of the temple and the entire ravine also,

the army itself bringing up the materials for that purpose.

And indeed it was a hard thing to fiU up the ravine

because of its immense depth, especially as the Jews used



28 THE WORKS OF FLATIUS JOSEPHTJS. [bOOK I.

all possible means to repel them from, above ; nor -would

the Romans have succeeded in their endeavours, had not

Pompey utilized the seventh days, on which the Jews
abstain from all sorts of work for religious worship, and
raised his bank then, but restrained his soldiers from fight-

ing on those days ; for the Jews only acted on the defen-

sive on sabbath-days. And as soon as Pompey had filled

up the ravine, he erected high towers upon the bank, and
brought up those engines which had been fetched from
T3Te near to the wall, and tried to batter it down. And the
sfingers of stones beat ofE those above them and repulsed

them: but the towers on this side of the city made very

great resistance, and were extraordinarily big and handsome.
§ 4. Then indeed, as the Romans were very distressed,

Pompey could not but marvel not only at the other proofs

of the Jews' fortitude, but especially that they did not

at all intermit their religious services, even when they were
deluged with darts on all sides. For as if the city was in

profoimd peace, the daily sacrifices and purifications, and
every part of their religious worship, were still performed
to G-od with the utmost exactness. Nor indeed, when the

temple was actually taken, and they were every day slain

round the altar, did they leave off their usual worship. For
it was in the third month of the siege before the Romans
coidd with great difficulty overthrow one of the towers and
get into the temple. Now the first of all that ventured to

get over the wall, was Faustus Cornelius, the son of Sulla

;

and next after him were two centurions, Furius and Fabius

;

and each of these was followed by his own company of men,
who surrounded the Jews on all sides, and slew some of

them as they were running for shelter to the temple, and
others as they resisted for a while.

§ 5. And now many of the priests, even when they saw
their enemies advancing with swords in their hands, calmly
went on with divine worship, and were slain as they were
offering drink-offerings, and burning incense, preferring

their duties to God to their own preservation. Most were
slain by their own countrymen of the adverse faction, and
an innumerable multitude threw themselves down preci-

pices ; nay, there were some who were so distracted at the

terrible position they were in, that they set fire to the
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buildings that were near the wall, and were burnt with
them. And twelve thousand of the Jews were slain, while
very few of the Eomans were dead, but a great many were
wotmded.

§ 6. But nothing affected the nation so much, ia the
calamities they were now in, as that their holy place,

which had been hitherto seen by none, should be laid open
to strangers. Pompey, at any rate, and his suite went into

the temple itself, where it was not lawful for any one to

enter but the high priest, and saw what was deposited
therein, the candlestick and the lamps and the table and
the pouring vessels and the censers, all made entirely of

gold, also a great quantity of spices heaped together, and
two thousand talents of sacred money. Tet did not he
touch that money, nor any thing else that was there de-

posited ; but he commanded the priests of the temple, the
very next day after he had taken it, to cleanse it, and to

perform their accustomed sacrifices. Moreover, he made
Hyrcanus high priest, as one having not only in other
respects shown great zeal during the siege, but having also

been the means of hindering the people in the district from
fighting for Aristobulus, which they were very desirous to

do. In this way he acted the part of a good general, and
reconciled the people to him more by goodwill than fear.

Now, among the captives, Aristobulus' father-in-law was
taken, who was also his uncle. And Pompey punished
those that were the chief authors of the war by beheading,

but rewarded Paustus and those that had fought so bravely

with him with glorious presents, and laid a tribute upon
the country and upon Jerusalem itself.

§ 7. He also took away from the Jews all those cities

they had taken in Coele-Syria, and made them subject to

him that was at that time appointed to be the Eoman
general there, and confined Judaea within its proper bounds.
He also rebuilt G-adara,' (which had been demoHshed by the

Jews,) to gratify one Demetrius, who was from Gadara, and
was one of his own freedmen. He also made other cities

free from their dominion that lay in the interior of the

-country, as many as they had not demolished before, as

' Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.
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Hippos/ and Scythopolis,^ and Pella,' and Samaria/ and
Marissa/ and besides these, Azotus," and Jamnia/ and
Arethusa :

" and he dealt in like manner with the maritime
cities, as Gaza,° and Joppa, and Dora,'° and that which was
anciently called Strato's Tower, which was afterwards re-

built with the most magnificent edifices by ting Herod, and
had its name changed to Caesarea.'^ All these he restored

to their own citizens, and put them in the province of

Syria ; which province, together with Judsea, and all the
country as far as Egypt and the Euphrates, he handed over
to Scaurus to administer, and gave him two legions, and
himself pushed on through Cilicia to Rome, taking Aris-

tobulus and his family with him as his captives. This
family consisted of two daughters and two sons, one of

whom, Alexander, escaped on the road, but the younger,
Antigonus, was carried to Rome with his sisters.

CHAP. VIII.

Alexander, the Son of Aristohulus, ivJio escapedfrom Pompey,
makes an Expedition against Syrcanus ; hut being over-

come hy Gabinius, he delivers wp the Fortresses to him.

After this Aristohulus escapes from Home, and gathers an
Army together ; but being beaten by the Romans, he is

brought back to Rome ; with other things relating to

Gabinius, Grassus, and Cassius.

§1-
MEANTIME Scaurus made an expedition into Arabia,

but was stopped by the difficulty of the region near
Petra."^ However, he laid waste the country round Pella,''

' SiUiyeh. Life, 10,31, 65 ; Antiq. xiv. 4,§4; xv. 7, §.3; xvii.ll, §4.
2 Jewish War, i. 2, § 7. ' Jewish War, i. 4, § 8.
* Sebustiek. ' Jewish War, i. 2, § 6.

« EsdM. Antiq. vi. 1, g§ 1, 2 ; xii. 7, § 4 ; 8, § 6 ; xiii. 4, § 4
; xiv. 5,

§3; xvii. 8, § 1.

' Jewish War, i. 2, § 2. " Bestan. Antiq. xiv. 4, § 4.

° Ghuzzeh. '" Tanturah. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2.
" Caesarea Palsestina, Kaisariyeh. Antiq. xv. 8, § 5; 9, § 6 ; xx.

8, § 7.

'" Jewish War, i. 6, § 2. " Jewish War, i. 4, § 8.



CHAP. VIII.] THE JEWISH WAE. 31

though even there he was in distress, for his armj suffered
from famine. In order to supply this want, Hyrcanus
afforded him soiue assistance, and sent him provisions
by Antipater, whom Seaurus also sent to Aretas, as one well
acquainted with him, to induce him to purchase peace
by money. The king of Arabia listened to him, and gave
him three hundred talents, upon which Seaurus withdrew
his army from Arabia.

§ 2. As for Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, who
escaped from Pompey, he got in time a considerable band
of men together, and overran Judaea, and was a formidable
foe to Hyrcanus, and seemed likely to depose him quickly,
and indeed would have come to Jerusalem, and ventured
to rebiiild the wall that was thrown down by Pompey, had
not GUbinius, who was sent into Sjrria as successor to

Seaurus, showed his bravery, as in many other points, so in

marching against Alexander. And as he was afraid that Ga-
binius would attack him, he got together a large army, com-
posed of ten thousand foot, and fifteen hundred horse, and
built walls about strategic positions, as Alexandrium,^ and
Hyrcanium,^ and Maehserus,' near the mountains of Arabia.

§ 3. But G-abinius sent before him Mark Antony, and
followed himself with his whole army. And the picked men
with Antipater, and the other body of Jews, under the com-
mand of Malichus and Pitholaus, joined those captains that

were with Mark Antony, and met Alexander. And not
long after came up Gabinius with the main army. And
as Alexander was not able to sustain the charge of the
enemies' forces, now they were united, he retreated, but
when he got near to Jerusalem, he was forced to fight, and
lost six thousand men in the battle, of whom three thousand
fell, and three thousand were taken aUve, and he fled with
the rest to Alexandrium.

§ 4. Now, when Gabinius was come to Alexandrium, as

he found many encamped there, by promising them pardon
for their former offences, he tried to induce them to

come over to him without fight ; but as they would hearken
to no terms of accommodation, he slew many of them, and

' Jewish War, i. 6, § 5.

' Antiq. xiii. 16, § 3 ; xiv. 5, § 4; xvii. 7.

' Mekaur. Antiq. xiii. 16, § 3 ; xiv. 5, § 4 ; xviii. 5, §§ 1, 2.
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shut up the rest in the citadel. In this battle the general

Mark Antony greatly distinguished himself, who always
showed great courage, but never so much as now. But
Gabinius, leaving forces to take the fortress, went away
himself, and set in order the cities that had not been
ravaged, and rebuilt those that had been destroyed.

Accordingly, upon his orders, the following cities were in-

habited again, Scythopolis,' Samaria,^ Anthedon,' Apol-
lonia,^ Jamnia,' Eaphia,^ Marissa,' Adoreus,' Gramala,"

Azotus,'" and many others, as inhabitants readUy flocked

into each of them.

§ 5. After G-abinius had seen to these things, he returned
to Alexandrium, and pressed on the siege so vigorously,

that Alexander, as he despaired of ever obtaining the king-

dom, sent ambassadors to him, and prayed him to forgive

what he had done amiss, and surrendered to him the re-

maining fortresses, Hyrcanium " and Machserus,'^ and put
Alexandrium " into his hands afterwards : all of which
G-abinius demolished, at the persuasion of Alexander's
mother, that they might not be a point d'appui in a second
war. She had now come to mollify Gabinius, in her con-

cern for her husband and other children, who were cap-
tives at Eome. After this Gabinius restored Hyrcanus to

Jerusalem, and committed the care of the temple to him,
but changed the civil polity into an aristocracy. He
also divided the whole nation into five centres, assigning
one to Jerusalem, another to G-adara, '* another to Amathus,'^
a fourth to Jericho, and the fifth to Sepphoris," a city

of Galilee. And the people were glad to be freed from
monarchical government, and were governed for the future
by an aristocracy.

' Jewish War, i. 2, § 7. '^ Jewish War, i. 2, § 7.

' Jewish War, i. 4, § 2. * Arsiif. Antiq. xiii. 15, § 4.
= Jewish War, i. 2, § 2. « Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.

' Jewish War, i. 2, § 6. ' Jewish War, i. 2, § 6.

' Jewish War, i. 4, § 8. " Esdud. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.
" Antiq. xiii. 16, § 3; xiv. 5, § 4.

'= Mekawr. Antiq. xiii. 16, § 3 ; xiv. 5, § 4; xviii. 5, §§ 1,2.
" Jewish War, i. 6, § 5.

" Umm Keis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2. " Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.
•li Sefurieh. Life, 8, 12, 15, 65, 67, 71 ; Antiq. xiv. 5, § 4 ; xvii. 10,

§9; xviii. 2, § I.
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§ 6. But not long afterwards Aristobulus was the be-
ginning of new trouble, for he escaped from Eome, and got
together again many of the Jews that were desirous of
change, who had borne affection to him of old ; and when
he had first taken Alexandrium,' he attempted to rebuild it.

But as soon as Gabinius had sent an army Against him
under Sisenna and Antony and Servihus, when he was
aware of it, he retreated to Machserus.' And as for the
useless multitude he dismissed them, and only marched
on with those that were armed, who were about eight
thousand, among whom was Pitholaus, who had been
lieutenant-general at Jerusalem, and had deserted to
Aristobulus with a thousand of his men. Aad the Romans
followed him, and when it came to a battle, Aristobulus'
men for a long time fought courageously ; but at length
they were overcome by the Romans, and five thousand of
them were slain, and about two thousand fled to a hill,

but the thousand that remained with Aristobulus cut their
way through the Roman army, and marched together to
Machaerus. And when the king had lodged there the first

night among its ruins, he was in hopes of raising another
army, if the war did but cease a while, so he fortified that
stronghold after a sort. But as the Romans attacked him,
he resisted beyond his strength for two days, and was then
taken and brought in bonds before G-abinius, with Anti-
gonus his son, who had fled with him from Rome, and from
Grabinius he was carried to Rome again. And the senate
put him in prison, but sent his children back to Judaea,

because Gubinius informed them by letters, that he had
promised Aristobulus' wife to do so, for her delivering the
fortresses up to him.

§ 7. And now, as Gabinius was setting out to war against

the Parthians, he was hindered by Ptolemy, whom he
brought back to Egypt, returning from the Euphrates, and
making use of Hyrcanus and Antipater to provide every-

thing that was necessary for the army. For Antipater
furnished him with money, and weapons, and corn, and
auxiliaries ; he also prevailed upon the Jews that were

' Jewish War, i. 6, § 5.

» Mekaur. Antiq. xiii. 16, § 3; xiv. 5, § 4 ; xviii. 5, §§ 1, 2.

IV. r>
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there, and guarded the passes near Pelusium,'^ to let

G-abinius pass by. But now, upon Grabinius' depar-

ture, the other part of Syria was in commotion, and
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, induced the Jews to re-

volt again ; and getting together a yery large force, set

about killing all the Eomans that were in the country.

Thereupon G-abinius was afraid, (for he was come back
already from Egypt, being obliged to come back quickly by
these disturbances,) and sent Antipater, and prevailed

upon some of the rebels to be quiet. However, thirty

thousand still continued with Alexander, and he was him-
self eager to fight also ; accordingly, Gabinius went out to

fight, and the Jews met him, and the battle was fought
near Mount Tabor, and ten thousand Jews were slain, and
the rest of the multitude dispersed in flight. And Ga-
binius went to Jerusalem, and settled the government as

Antipater wished ; and from thence he marched, and fought
and beat the Nabataeans ; as for Mithridates and Orsanes,

who had fled out of Parthia, he sent them away privately,

but gave it out among the soldiers that they had escaped.

§ 8. In the mean time, Crassus came as successor to

Gabinius in Syria. He took away all the rest of the gold

belonging to the temple at Jerusalem, in order to furnish

himself for his expedition against the Parthians, and also

took away the two thousand talents which Pompey had
not touched. But when he had crossed over the Euphrates,

he perished himself, and his army with him ; as to which
it is not now the time to speak.

§ 9. But as the Parthians were hastening to pass into

Syria after Crassus, Cassius, who had fled into that pro-

vince, checked them. And when he had taken possession

of that province, he made a hasty march into Judeea : and
upon his taking Tarichese,'' he enslaved thirty thousand
Jews. He also put to death Pitholaus (who had supported
the rebellious followers of Aristobulus), as Antipater advised
him to do. This Antipater had married a wife whose
name was Cypros, of an eminent family among the Ara-
bians, and had four sons by her, Phasaelus, and Herod
who was afterwards king, and, besides these, Joseph and

• Tineh. Antiq. x. 1, H j xiv. 8, § 1 ; 14, § 2.

* Kerak. Life, 26, 27, 32, 37 ; Antiq. xiv. 7, § 3 ; EC. 8, § 4.



CHAP. IX.] THE JEWISH WAE. 35

Pheroras, and a daughter Salome. Now, as he made him-
self friends among men of power every where, by the kind
offices he did them, and the hospitable way in which he
treated them ; so did he contract the greatest friendship
with the king of Arabia by his marriage; and when he
made war against Aristobulus, he sent and intrusted his
children to him. And when Cassius had forced Alexander
to come to terms and to be quiet, he returned to the
Euphrates, in order to prevent the Parthians from crossing
over it ; concerning which I shall speak elsewhere.

CHAP. IX.

Aristobulus is taken off by Pompey's friends, and his Son
Alexander by Scipio. Antipater cultivates a Friendship
with GcBsar after Pompey's Death ; he alse performs great
Actions in the War, wherein he assisted Mithridates.

§1.

NOW, upon the flight of Pompey and the senate beyond
the Ionian Sea, Caesar got Borne and the Empire

imder his power, and released Aristobulus from his bonds

;

and committed two legions to him, and sent Tiim in haste
into Syria, hoping that by him he should easily conquer
that country, and the parts adjacent to Judaea. But envy
prevented Aristobulus' alacrity and the hopes of Caesar ; for

he was taken off by poison given him by those of Pompey's
party, and for a long while had not so much as burial in

his native country; for his dead body lay preserved in

honey, untU. it was sent to the Jews by Antony, to be buried
in the royal sepulchres.

§ 2. !ffis son Alexander was also beheaded by Scipio at

Antioch, and that at the command of Pompey, upon an
accusation being laid agaiast him before his tribunal for
the harm he had done to the Romans. But Ptolemy the son
of Mennaeus, who was then ruler of Chalcis ' under Mount
Iiibanus,^ took his brothers, sending his son Philippio for

' Kinnisrin. Antiq. xiv. 3, § 2 ; 7, § 4.
' The range of Mount Lebanon.
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them to Ascalon.^ And he took Antigonus and his sisters

away from Aristobulus' wife, and brought them to his-

father ; and falling in love with the younger daughter, he
married her, and was afterwards slain by his father on her
account ; for Ptolemy himself, after he had slain his son,

married Alexandra, for that was her name, on account of

which marriage he took the greater care of her brother

and sister.

§ 3. Now, after Pompey was dead, Antipater changed

sides, and paid court to Csesar. And, since Mithridates of

Pergamus * was excluded, with the forces he was leading

into Egypt, from the passes near Pelusium,^ and was de-

tained at Ascalon, he persuaded the Arabians, whose guest

he was, to assist him, and marched himself at the head of

three thousand armed Jews. He also stirred up the men
of power in Syria to come to his assistance, as also the in-

habitants of Libanus, as Ptolemy and Jamblichus, owing to

whom the cities in that district joined readily in the war

;

so that Mithridates now ventured, in dependence upon the
additional strength that he had got through Antipater, to

march forward to Pelusium, and when he was refused a
passage by it, he besieged that city. And Antipater greatly

distinguished himself la the attack, for he broke down that

part of the wall which was opposite to him, and was the

first to leap into the city, with the men that were with him,

§ 4. Thus was Pelusium taken. But as they were
marching on, those Egyptian Jews that inhabited the
district called the district of Onias, tried to bar their way.
Then did Antipater not only persuade them not to stop

them, but even to afford provisions for the army ; on which
account even the people about Memphis * would not fight

against them, but of their own accord joined Mithridates.

So he went round the Delta, and fought the rest of the
Egyptians at a place called the Jews' Camp.° And when
he was in danger in the battle with all his right wing,
Antipater wheeled round and came along the shore of the

'Ascaldn. Antiq. v. 1, § 22 ; vi. 1, § 2 ; xvii. 11, § 5.
^ Bergama, on the west coast of Asia Minor, north of Smyrna.
' Jewish War, i. 8, § 7.

* Mitrahamy. Antiq. ii. 10, § 1 ; viii. 6, § 2 ; xii. 4, § 3 ; xiv. 8, § 1.
- Possibly Tell el-YeMdi. Antiq. xiv. 8, § 2.
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river to his help, having beaten those that opposed himr
as he led the left wing. He then fell upon those that
pursued Mithridates, and slew many of them, and pur-
sued the remainder so far that he took their camp, and
lost only eighty of his own men, while Mithridates lost

during the rout about eight hundred. Being thus himself
saved unexpectedly, Mithridates became an unenvious
witness to Csesar of the great actions of Antipater.

§ 5. Thereupon Caesar encouraged Antipater to under-
take other hazardous enterprises for him by praise and
hopes : in all which enterprises he readily exposed himself,

and became a most courageous warrior ; and had many
wounds, almost all over his body, as proofs of his valour.

And, when Csesar had settled affairs in Egyyt, and had
returned to Syria, he gave him the privilege of a Roman
citizen, and freedom from taxes, and rendered him an ob-
ject of admiration by the other honours and marks of

friendship he bestowed upon him. It was also on his

account that he confirmed Hyrcanus in the high priest-

hood.

CHAP. X.

Ccesar makes Antipater Governor of Judaea ; and Antipater

appoints PJiasaelus to he Governor of Jerusalem, and
Serod Governor of Galilee ; who some time after is called

to take his trial before Hyrcanus, when he is acquitted.

Sextus Ocesar is treacherously killed by Bassus, and is suc-

ceeded by Murcus.

§1-

ABOUT this time Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus,

went to Caesar, and became (wonderfully enough) the

•cause of Antipater' s further advancement. For whereas

he ought to have lamented that his father appeared to have

been poisoned on account of his differences with Pompey,
and to have complained of Scipio's barbarity towards his

brother, and not to have mixed any invidious passion when
he was suing for mercy, besides these things he came for-

ward and accused Hyrcanus and Antipater of having
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banished him and his brothers most inequitably out of all

their native country, and of having acted in a great many
instances petulantly and insultingly to their nation, and
said that as to the assistance they had sent Csesar in

Egypt, it was not done out of good-will to him, but from
the fear they were in from former differences, and in order

to gain pardon for their former friendship to Pompey.
§ 2. Thereupon Antipater stripped off his garment, and

showed the number of wounds he had, and said, that as

to his good-will to Caesar, he had no occasion to say a word,
because his body cried aloud, though he said nothing him-
self : but he wondered at Antigonus' boldness, who was
himself no other than the son of an enemy to the £omans,
and of a fugitive of the Eomans, and had inherited from his-

father a fondness for innovation and rebellion, that he
should undertake to accuse other men before the Eoman
governor, and endeavour to gain some advantage for him-
self, when he ought to be contented that he was suffered to

live ; and his present ambition was not so much because
he was in want, but because, if he could once obtain what
he aimed at, he might stir up faction among the Jews,
and use what he had gained from the Eomans to their

injury.

§ 3. When Caesar heard this, he declared Hyrcanus to
be the most worthy of the high priesthood, and gave leave

to Antipater to choose what authority he pleased. But
Antipater left the determination of such dignity to him that
bestowed the dignity upon him, so he was constituted

governor of all Judaea, and obtained leave, moreover, to re-

build those walls in Jerusalem that had been thrown down.
And Caesar ordered these honours to be engraved in the
Capitol, that they might stand there as an indication of his.

own justice and the virtue of Antipater.

§ 4. Now as soon as Antipater had conducted Caesar out
of Syria, he returned to Judaea, and the first thing he did
was to rebuild that wall in Jerusalem which Pompey had
overthrown, and next he went all over the country and
quieted the tumults that were therein, partly threatening
and partly advising every one, and telling them that if they
would submit to Hyrcanus, they would live happily and
quietly, and enjoy what they possessed with universal
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peace ; but if they hearkened to the cold hopes of those

who wished to get themselves some gain by innovation, they

should then findhim to be their despot instead of their pro-

tector, and should find Hyrcanus to be a tyrant instead of

a king, and the Komans and Caesar to be their enemies

instead of rulers and friends ; for they would not suffer him
to be removed from the government, whom they had them-
selves appointed. And at the same time that he said this,

he settled the affairs of the country by himself, because he

saw that Hyrcanus was inactive, and too remiss for royal

power. So he appointed his eldest son, Phasaelus, governor

of Jerusalem and of the neighbourhood ; he also sent his

next son, Herod, who was quite young, with equal autho-

rity into G-alilee.

§ 5. Now Herod was by nature an active man, and soon

found scope for his energy. For as he found that Eze-

kias, a robber-chief, overran the neighbouiing parts of

Syria with a great band of men, he took and slew him and

many of the robbers, and this exploit was especially grati-

fying to the Syrians, insomuch that Herod's commendation

was sung both in the villages and cities, as having pro-

cured their quietness, and preserved to them their pos-

sessions. From this circumstance he became acquainted

with Sextus Caesar, a kinsm^an of the great Caesar, and ad-

ministrator of Syria. A just emulation of his brother's

glorious actions incited Phasaelus also to imitate him, and

by his management of the city he procured the good-will of

the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and did not abuse his power

in any disagreeable manner. So the nation paid Antipater

the court due to a king, and the honours that all yielded

him were equal to the honours due to a despot ; he did not

however abate any of the good-will or fidelity which he

owed to Hyrcanus.

§ 6. But it is impossible to escape envy in prosperity.

For the fame of these young men affected even Hyrcanus

himself privately, but what he was principally vexed

at was the great success of Herod, and that so many mes-

sengers came one after another, and informed him of the

great reputation Herod had got in all his undertakings.

There were also many people in the palace who inflamed

his envy at him, such as were obstructed in their designs
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by the prudence either of the young men or of Antipater.

liese men said, that by committing public affairs to the

management of Antipater and of his sons, Hyrcanus sat

down with nothing but the bare name of king without any
power ; and they asked him, how long he would act so

foolishly as to breed up kings against his own interest ?

For they did not now conceal their control of affairs, but

were plainly lords of the nation, and had set him aside,

since Herod slew so many men contrary to the law of the

Jews, without Hyrcanus giving him any command to do

so, either by word of mouth or by letter. If Herod then

was not a king, but a private man still, he ought to come
to his trial, and answer for his conduct to him, and also

to the laws of the country, which did not permit any one to

be put to death without trial.

§ 7. Now Hyrcanus was by degrees inflamed by such

speeches, and at last could no longer control his rage, but
summoned Herod to take his trial. And he at his father's

advice, as soon as affairs would give him leave, went up to

[Jerusalem,] when he had first placed garrisons in G-alilee.

But he went with a strong force of soldiers, not so many
indeed that he might appear to wish to overthrow Hyr-
canus' government, nor yet so few as to expose himself

tmarmed to envy. However, Sextus Csesar was in fear for

the young man, lest he should be taken by his enemies, and
brought to punishment, so he sent to command Hyrcanus
expressly to acquit Herod of the capital charge against him.
And Hyrcanus acquitted him accordingly, being otherwise

inclined also to do so, because he loved Herod.

§ 8. But Herod, supposing that he had escaped punish-
ment against the wish of the king, retired to Sextus to

Damascus, and made every preparation to disobey him, if

he should summon him again. Thereupon those that were
ill-disposed irritated Hyrcanus, and told him that Herod
had gone away in anger, and was preparing to make war
upon him ; and as the king believed what they said,

he knew not what to do, for he saw that his antagonist was
stronger than he was himself. And now, since Herod was
made general of Coele-Syria and Samaria by Sextus Caesar,

he was formidable, not only from the good-will which the

nation bore him, but from his own power, so that Hyrcanus
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fell into the utmost terror, and expected he would presently

march against him with his army.

§ 9. Nor was he mistaken in his opinion, for Herod got
his army together, from anger at Hyrcanus' threatening
him with trial, and led it to Jerusalem, to depose him from
his kingdom. And this he would soon have done, had not
his father and brother come to him and broken the force of

his fury, and exhorted him to carry his revenge no further
than by threatening and frightening him, and to spare the
king, under whom he had been advanced to such a de-

gree of power. They added that he ought not to be so

much provoked at his having been tried, as not to be
thankful that he was acquitted ; nor so to dwell upon what
was of a melancholy nature, as to be ungrateful for his

safety ; and if one ought to reckon that Grod was the

arbitrator of success in war, an unjust cause was of more
disadvantage than an army could be of advantage ; and
that therefore he ought not to be entirely confident of suc-

cess, when he was going to fight against his king and old

companion, who had often been his benefactor, and had
never been severe to him, except when he had hearkened
to evil counsellors, and so thrown a shadow of injury

upon him. And Herod was prevailed upon by these

arguments, thinking it was enough for his future hopes to

have shown his power to the nation.

§ 10. In the mean time, there was a disturbance and
civil war among the Romans in the neighbourhood of

Apamea,' caused by the treacherous murder of Sextus

Csesar by CseciUus Bassus from his good- will to Pompey.
Bassus also assumed the authority over his soldiers, but
the rest of Sextus Csesar' s commanders attacked him with

their whole army to punish him. for the murder of Sextus

Csesar, and Antipater also sent them assistance by his sons,

both on account of the murdered Csesar and the Csesar

who was still alive, both of whom were his friends. And
as this war was protracted, Murcus came from Italy as

successor to Sextus Csesar.

' KuVat el-Medyk. Antiq. xiii. 7, § 2 ; xiv. 3, § 2 ; U, § 1.
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CHAP. XI.

Herod is made Governor of all Syria : Malichus is afraid of
him, and takes Antipater off by Poison ; whereupon the

Tribunes of the Soldiers are prevailed upon to Mil
Malichus.

§1-
THERE was at this time a great war raised among the

Romans because of the sudden and treacherous murder
of Julius Csesar by Cassius and Brutus, after he had been
in supreme power three years and seven months. At
this murder there was very great commotion, and as the
influential persons formed various factions, every one
betook himself to that party where he had the greatest

hope of advancing himself. And Cassius came into Syria,,

to take command of the forces that were at Apamea, where
he effected a reconciliation between Bassus and Murcus,
and the legions that were at variance with Bassus, and
raised the siege of Apamea, and took over the command
of the army, and went about levying tribute from the
cities, and exacting more than they were able to bear.

§ 2. So when Cassius commanded that the Jews should
contribute seven hundred talents, Antipater, in dread at his
threats, divided the raising of this sum speedily among his
sons and some of his friends, and among them he required
one Malichus, who was at enmity with him, to do his part
also. Thus necessity forced him to do. Now Herod first

gratified Cassius by bringing his share out of Galilee,

which was a hundred talents, on which account he was in
the highest favour with him. And Cassius reproached the
rest for being tardy, and was angry at the cities them-
selves. So he enslaved Grophna ' and Emmaus,^ and two
other cities of less note, and made as though he would kill

Malichus, because he had not made greater haste in

exacting his tribute ; but Antipater prevented the ruin of

' Jifna. Antiq. xiv. 11, § 2; Jewish War, v. 2, § 1.

- Emmaus Nicopolis, 'Amwds. Antiq. xiii. 1, § 3; xiv. 11, § 2 ; xvii.

10, § 9 ; Jewish War, ii. 5, § 1 ; vii. 6, § 6.
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Malichus, and the ruin of the other cities, and got into-

Cassius' ' favour, by bringing in a hundred talents imme-
diately.

§ 3. However, when Cassius was gone, Malichus forgot

the kindness that Antipater had done him, and laid plots,

against him who had frequently saved him, being anxious-

to get him out of the way, as he was an obstacle to his

wicked practices. And Aitipater was so much afraid of

the power and cunning of the man, that he went beyond the

Jordan in order to get an army to guard himself against,

his treacherous designs. But though Malichus was thus,

detected, he imposed on Antipater's sons by his impudence,

for he thoroughly deluded Phasaelus who was the guardian

of Jerusalem, and Herod who was intrusted with the-

weapons of war, by a great many excuses and oaths, and
persuaded them to contrive his reconciliation with their

father. Thus was he preserved again by Antipater, who
dissuaded Murcus, who was then governor in Syria, from his.

resolution of killing Malichus for his love of innovation.

§ 4. Now when war broke out between Cassius and
Brutus on one side and the younger Csesar ' and Antony on

the other, Cassius and Murcus got together an army out of

Syria ; and because Herod seemed to have had a great,

share in providing necessaries, they made him governor of

all Syria, and gave him an army of foot and horse.

Cassius also promised, after the war was over, that he
would make him king of Judaea. But it so happened to

Antipater that the power and hopes of his son caused his

destruction. For as MaUchus was afraid of these, he cor-

rupted one of the king's cupbearers with money, to give

poison to Antipater, who became a sacrifice to Malichus'

wickedness, and died at a feast. He was a man in other-

respects active in the management of affairs, and had re-

covered and preserved the kingdom for Hyrcanus.

' It appears evident by Josephus' accounts, both here and Antiq.

xiT. 11, § 2, that this Cassius, one of Caesar's murderers, was a

bitter oppressor, and exactor of tribute in Judaea; these 700 talents

amount to about £300,000 sterling, and are about half the yearly

revenues of king Herod afterwards. It also appears that Galilee paid no.

more than 100 talents, or the seventh part of the sum to be levied in all

the country.—W.
* That is Octavius, afterwards Augustus.
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§ 5. However, Malichus, though he was suspected of

poisoning Antipater, and though the multitude was angry
with him for it, denied it, and tried to make the people be-

lieve he was not guilty. He also tried to make himself

more powerful by raising soldiers ; for he did not suppose
that Herod would remain quiet, who indeed marched
.against him with an army quickly to revenge his father's

death. But upon his brother Phasaelus advising him not
to punish him in an open manner, lest the multitude
should rise in insurrection, he accepted Malichus' apology,

and professed that he cleared him of suspicion, and made
a splendid funeral for his father.

§ 6. Then Herod went to Samaria,' which was ia dis-

turbance, and restored the city to order ; after which he
returned to Jerusalem for the festival, having his armed
men with him. Thereupon Hyrcanus, at the instigation of

MaUchus, who feared his approach, sent and forbade him
to introduce foreigners to mix themselves vnth the people

of the country, while they were purifying themselves. But
Herod disregarded the pretext and him that gave the

<;ommand, and entered the city by night. Upon which
Malichus came to him again and bewailed the death of

Antipater ; Herod also feigned to believe him, though he
had much ado to restrain his anger, and bitterly complained
of the murder of his father in his letters to Cassius, who
also on other accounts hated Malichus. So Cassius sent

him back word to avenge his father's murder upon him,

and privately gave order to the tribunes that were under
him, that they should assist Herod in his righteous action.

§ 7. And because, upon the taking of Laodicea ' by
Cassius, men of influence came together from all quarters,

bringing presents and crowns, Herod fixed this time for his

taking vengeance on Malichus. As Malichus suspected

that, and was at Tvre, he resolved to withdraw privately

his son who was a hostage among the Tyrians, and himself
made preparation to escape into Judaea. But the desjjair

he was in of escaping incited him to think of greater

things ; for he hoped that he might now stir up the nation

1 Jewish War, i. 2, § 7.

' Latakieh. Antiq. xiv. 10, § 20; Jewish War, i. 21, § 11.
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to revolt from the Eomans, while Cassius was occupied in
the war against Antony, and that he might easily depose
Hyreanus, and get the crown for himself.

§ 8. But fate laughed at his hopes. For Herod foresaw
his intention, and invited both Hyreanus and him to sup-
per. And calling to him one of the servants that stood by
him, he sent him out, as though it were to get things
ready for supper, but in reality to tell the tribunes of the
soldiers beforehand to lie in ambush for MaUchus. And
they, remembering what orders Cassius had given them,
went with their swords in their hands to the seashore
before the city, where they sun-ounded Malichus, and killed
him with many wounds. And Hyreanus immediately
swooned away, and fell down in his alarm, and it was with
difSculty that he recovered, when he asked Herod who it

was that had killed Malichus. And when one of the tri-

bunes of the soldiers replied that it was done by the com-
mand of Cassius, " Then, (said he) Cassius has saved both
me and my country, by cutting off one that was laying
plots against them both." Whether Hyreanus spoke
according to his opinion, or whether his fear made him
commend the action by saying so, is uncertain. But this

was how Herod satisfied his vengeance on Malichus.

CHAP. xn.

Phasaelug is too strong for Felix ; Herod also overcomes

Antigonus in Battle ; and the Jews accuse both Herod and
Phasaelus, hut Antony acquits them, and makes them
Tetrarchs.

§1-

WHEN Cassius had departed from Syria, another
sedition arose at Jerusalem, Felix having attacked

Phasaelus with an army, that he might avenge the death

of Malichus upon Herod through his brother. Now
Herod happened to be then with Fabius, the governor

of Damascus, and though he was anxious to go to his

brother's assistance, he was detained by illness. Mean
time Phasaelus was by himself too strong for Felix, and
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Teproaciied Hyrcanus on account of his ingratitude, both
for the assistance he had afforded Felix, and for allowing

Malichus' brother to seize on the fortresses ; for he had
seized a great many of them already, and among them the

strongest of them all, -which was Masada.'

§ 2. However, he could not cope with the force of

Herod, who, as soon as he was recovered, took all the

other fortresses again, and drove him out of Masada as

a suppliant. He also drove out of G-alilee Marion, the

tyrant of the Tyrians, who had already seized on three for-

tified places ; but as to those Tyrians whom he captured

he preserved them all alive ; nay, to some of them he gave

presents, and so sent them away, and thereby procured

.good-will to himself from the city, and hatred to the

tyrant. Marion had indeed obtained his tyrannical power
from Cassius, who set tyrants over all Sjrria ; and out of

liatred to Herod he assisted Antigonus, the son of Aristo-

bulus, and especially on Fabius' account, whom Antigonus
had won over by money to aid him in his return. And
Ptolemy, the kinsman of Antigonus, supplied everything

that he wanted.

§ 3. When Herod had drawn up his army in battle

array against these in the passes of Judsea, he conquered
them in battle, and routed Antigonus, and returned to

Jerusalem, beloved by every body for his glorious success.

For even those who did not before favour him, joined

themselves to him now, because of his marriage into the

family of Hyrcanus. For as he had formerly married a wife

out of his own country of ne ignoble blood, who was called

Doris, by whom he had Antipater; so now he married
Mariamne, the daughter of Alexander the son of Aristo-

bulus, and grand-daughter of Hyrcanus, and thus became
a connection of the king.

§ 4. But when Octavius ^ and Antony had slain Cassius

near Philippi,' and Octavius had gone to Italy, and Antony
to Asia, among the rest of the cities which sent ambassadors

Antiq. xiv. 11, § 7 ; 14, § 6 ; Jewish War, vii. 8, §§ 2-7
;

fl,§§l,2.
' Afterwards Augustus.
3 Filiheh. Antiq. xiv. 12, §§ 2, 3.
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to Aatony to Bithynia/ the leading men of the Jews came
also, and accused Phasaelus and Herod, that they kept the
government by force, and that Hyrcanus had no more than
the mere name of king. Herod appeared to answer this ac-

cusation, and, having made Antony his friend by the large

sums of money which he gave him, brought him into

such a frame of mind that he would not hear his enemies
at all. And so they were dismissed at this time.

§ 5. However, after this there came a hundred of the
principal men of the Jews to Daphne ° near Antioch to

Antony, who was already madly in love with Cleopatra ; and
they put forward those men that were the most influential

both from rank and eloquence, and accused the brothers.'

But Messala opposed them, and defended the brothers,

and Hyrcanus stood by them because of his connection by
marriage with Herod. When Antony had heard both
sides, he asked Hyrcanus which party was the fittest to

govern ? And as he replied that Herod and his party
were the fittest, Antony was glad (for he had been for-

merly treated in a hospitable and obliging manner by his

father Antipater, when he marched into Judaea with Gra-

binius), so he made the brothers tetrarchs, and committed
to them the government of all Judaea.

§ 6. And when the envoys were indignant at this, Antony
took fifteen of them and put them into custody, and wished
also to kill them, and the rest he drove away with insults.

On this occasion a still greater tumult arose at Jerusalem ;

so they sent again a thousand envoys to Tyre, where Antony
was now staying, intending to go to Jerusalem. To these

•envoys, who raised a clamour, he sent the governor of

Tyre, and ordered him to punish all that he could arrest

of them, and to confirm in the government those whom
lie had made tetrarchs.

§ 7. But before this Herod and Hyrcanus had gone to

the seashore, and earnestly advised those envoys neither to

"bring ruin upon themselves, nor war upon their native

' The N.W. portion of Asia Minor. Antiq. xiv. 12, § 2 ; Jewish
War, ii. 16, § 4.

' Beit el-Md. Antiq. xir. 13, § 1 ; 15, § 11 ; xvii. 2, § 1 ; Jewish
War, i. 17, § 3.

' Phasaelus and Herod.—W.
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country, by their rash contentiousness. But as they showed
still more discontent Antony sent out some of his armed
men, and slew a great many, and wounded more of them

;

of whom those that were slain were buried by Hyrcanus,
and the wounded were put under the care of surgeons by
him

;
yet would not those that had escaped be quiet still,

but so disturbed the city, and so provoked Antony, that

he slew those whom he had put in bonds also.

CHAP. XIII.

The Parthians bring Antigonus hack to Judaea, and cast

Hyrcanus and Phasaelus into Prison. The flight of
Herod, and the taking of Jerusalem, and what Hyrcanus
and Phasaelus suffered.

§1-

NOW two years afterwards, when Barzapharnes, the
satrap of the Parthians, and Pacorus, the king's son,

had seized upon Syria, and when Lysanias had already
succeeded to the kingdom upon the death of his father,

Ptolemy the son of Mennseus, he urged the satrap by a,

promise of a thousand talents, and five hundred women,
to restore Antigonus to his kingdom, and to depose Hyr-
canus. Pacorus was by these offers induced so to do, and
marched along the sea coast, and ordered Barzapharnes
to invade Judaea in the interior of the country. But of
the maritime people the Tyrians would not receive Pacorus,
although those of Ptolemais ' and Sidon ^ received him ; so
he committed a portion of his horse to a certain royal
cupbearer of his own name, and gave hun orders to march
into Judaea, in order to reconnoiter the enemy, and to help
Antigonus if he should want his assistance.

§ 2. Now as these men were ravaging Carmel, many of
the Jews mustered to Antigonus, and showed themselves
eager for battle. So he sent them on to a place caUed

> Jewish War, i. 2, § 1.

2 Saida. Antiq. i. 6, § 2 ; ix. 11, § 2 ; xi. 4, § 1 ; 8, g 3 ; xiv. 10, §§ 2,
3, 6; 12, § 6 ; 13, § 3

i
xviii. 6, § 3 ; Jewish War, i. 21, § 11 ; ii. 18, § 5.
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Drymus,' to occupy it'; whereupon a battle ensued, and
they drove the enemy away, and pursued them, and ran
after them as far as Jerusalem ; and as their numbers in-
creased, they went as far as the king's palace. But as
Hyrcanus and Phasaelus received them with a strong body
of men, a battle ensued in the market-place, in which
Herod's party beat the enemy, and shut them up in the
temple, and set sixty men in the adjoining houses as a
guard on them. But the people that were in revolt against
the brothers ° attacked and burnt those men. And Herod,
in his rage against the people for killing them, attacked
and slew many of them ; so as each party sallied out daily
in bands to attack one another, there was continual carnage
on both sides.

§ 3. Now, when the festival which is called Pentecost
was at hand, all the places about the temple, and the whole
city, were full of a multitude of people, that had come out
of the country, mostly armed. And Phasaelus guarded
the walls, and Herod with a few men guarded the royal
palace, and made a sally upon his enemies as they were in
disorder on the north quarter of the city, and slew a very
great number of them, and put them aU to flight, and
some of them he shut up within the temple, and others
within the outer rampart. Meantime Antigonus desired
that Pacorus might be admitted to mediate between
them; and Phasaelus was prevailed upon to admit the
Parthian into the city with five hundred horse, and to
treat him in a hospitable manner, for he pretended that
he came to quell the tumult, but in reality he came to
assist Antigonus. And he laid a plot for Phasaelus, and
persuaded him to go as ambassador to Barzaphames, in
order to put an end to the war, although Herod was very
earnest with him to the contrary, and advised Phasaelus
to kill the plotter, and not to expose himself to the snares
he had laid for him, for barbarians were naturally perfi-

dious. But when Pacorus left Jerusalem he took Hyr-
canus with him, that he might be the less suspected ; he
also left some of the horse, called Freemen, with Herod,
and conducted Phasaelus with the rest.

' That is wood, or forest. Antiq. xiv. 13, § 3.
' Phasaelus and Herod.

IV. E
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§ 4. And when they were come to G-alilee, they found
that the people of that country had revolted, and were in

arms, who came very cunningly to the satrap, and besought
him to conceal his treacherous intentions by an obliging

behaviour to them. Accordingly, he at first made them pre-

sents, and afterwards, as they went away, laid ambushes
for them. And when they were come to one of the marl-

time cities called Ecdippon,' they perceived that a plot was
laid for them ; for they there heard of the promise of a
thousand talents, and how Antigonus had devoted to the
Parthians most of the five hundred women that were there

with them. They also heard that an ambush was always
laid for them by the barbarians in the night-time, and that

they would have been seized long before this, had not the
barbarians waited for the seizure of Herod first at

Jerusalem, because if he were once informed of this

treachery of theirs, he would be on his guard. Nor was
this mere report, but they saw the guards already not far

ofE them.

§ 5. However, Phasaelus could not think of forsaking
Hyrcanus and fleeing away, although Ophellius earnestly

urged him to do so (for he had learned the whole scheme
of the plot from Saramalla, the richest at that time of

all the Syrians), but he went up to the satrap, and
reproached him to his face for laying this treacherous
plot against them, especially as it was done for money

;

and he promised him, that he would give him more money
for their preservation than Antigonus had promised to

give for the kingdom. But the Parthian craftily endea-
voured to remove all this suspicion by apologies and by
oaths, and then withdrew to Pacorus ; immediately after
which those Parthians who were left seized upon Phasaelus
and Hyrcanus, as they had been ordered to do, who could
do no more than curse their perfidiousness and perjury.

§ 6. Meantime the cupbearer who had been sent ''laid

a plot how to seize upon Herod, by deluding him, and get-

ting him out of the city, as he was commanded to do. But
Herod suspected the barbarians from the beginning, and

' Achzib, ez-Zib, Antiq. v. 1, § i2 ; viii. 2, 8 3.
^ See § 1.
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having now received intelligence that a messenger, who had
had fallen into the hands of the enemy, was bringing him
letters to inform him of the treachery intended, he would
not go out of the city ; though this cupbearer said very
plausibly that he ought to go out, and meet the messengers
that brought the letters, for the enemy had not taken them,
and the contents of them were not accounts of any plot but
of all that Phasaelus had done. But he had heard from
others that his brother was seized, and Mariamne, Hyr-
canus' daughter, shrewdest of women, came to him, and
begged of him that he would not go out, nor trust himself
to the barbarians who were now plainly come to make an
attempt upon him.

§ 7. Now while Pacorus and his friends were considering
how they might bring their plot to bear privately, because
it was not possible to circumvent openly a man of so much
sense, Herod got the start of them, and went ofE by night,

tmknown to his enemies, with the persons that were most
nearly related to him. And as soon as the Parthians per-

ceived it, they pursued after them, and Herod ordered his

mother and sister and the young woman who was betrothed

to him, and her mother and yoimgest brother, to make the

best of their way on, while he himself with his attendants

took all the care they could to beat back the barbarians

;

and when, at every attack, he had slain a great many of

them, he got safe to the fortress of Masada.'

§ 8. And he found that the Jews pressed more heavily

upon him in his flight than the Parthians, harassing him
perpetually, and at sixty furlongs from the city bringing
on a sort of regular battle which lasted some time. And
Herod beat them, and killed a great number of them, and
afterwards built a fortress on the spot in memory of his

success, and adorned it with a most costly palace, and
erected a very strong citadel, and called it from his own
name Herodium." Now many fugitives joined themselves

to him every day ; and at a place called Thresa ' in Idumsea
his brother Joseph met him, and advised him to get rid of

' Sebbeh. Jewish War, i. 12, § 1.

^ Jebel Fureidis. Antiq. xiv. 13, § 9 ; xv. 9, § 4 ; Jewish War, i. 21,

§ 10 ; iii. 3, § 5 ; vii. 6, § 1.

" Antiq. xiv. 13, § 9 ; 15, § 2 ; Jewish War, i. 15, § 4.
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most of his followers ; for Masada would not contain so

great a number, for they were over nine thousand. Herod
complied with this advice, and sent away the least useful

portion of his force, that they might go iuto Idumeea,' and
gave them provisions for their journey ; but he got safe to

the fortress of Masada with his nearest relations, and re-

tained with him only the strongest of his followers ; and
he left there eight hundred of his men as a igjiard for the

women, and provisions sufficient to last thpiigh a siege,

and himself pushed on to Petra in Arabia.

§ 9. As for the Parthians in Jerusalem, they betook

themselves to plundering, and rushed into the houses of

those that had fled, and into the king's palace, and spared

nothing but Hyrcanus' money, which was not more than

three hundred talents. What they found of other men's
property also was not so much as they hope-l for ; for Herod,

having had a long while suspicion of the perfidiousness of

the barbarians, had taken care to have what was most
splendid among his treasures conveyed into Idumsea, as

all his relations had likewise done. But the Parthians

proceeded after their plundering to that degree of outrage,

as to fill all the country with implacable war, and to

demolish the city of Marissa,^ and not only to set up Anti-

gonus for king, but to deliver Phasaelus and Hyrcanus
bound into his hands to ill-treat. And Antigonus himself

actually bit off Hyrcanus' ears with his own teeth, as he
fell down upon his knees to him, that so he might never

be able, upon any change of affairs, to take the high priest-

hood again, for high priests had to be entire and without

blemish.

§ 10. But the courage of Phasaelus anticipated any
action on the part of Antigonus in connection with him,

for though he had neither his sword nor the use of his

hands, he dashed his head against a stone ; and so showed
himself to be Herod's own brother, and Hyrcanus a most
degenerate relation, and died with great bravery, and made
his end agreeable to the actions of his life. There is also

another report prevalent, that Phasaelus recovered of the

' Jewish War, i. 2, § 6.

' Kh. Mer'ash. Jewish War, i. 2, § 6.
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injury done to his head, and that a surgeon, who was sent

by Aiitigonus as if to heal him, filled the wound with

poisonous drugs, and so killed him. But whichever of these

deaths he came to, the beginning of it was glorious. It

is also reported, that before he expired he was informed

by a certain poor woman that Herodhad escaped, and that

he said, " I now die with comfort since I leave behind me
one alive that will avenge me on mine enemies."

§ 11. So died Phasaelus. And the Parthians, although

they had failed in getting the women, which was what they

chiefly desired, yet put the government of Jerusalem into

the hands of Antigonus, and took away Hyrcanus in bonds

to Parthia.

CHAP. XIV.

Herod is rejected in Arabia, and hastes to Rome, where

Antony and Augustus unite in making him King of the

Jews.

§1-

NOW Herod pursued his journey into Arabia with

greater speed, as he was anxious to get money of the

king, while his brother was yet alive, for he only hoped

by money to prevail upon the cupidity of the bar-

barians to spare Phasaelus. For he reckoned, if the

Arabian king was forgetful of his father's friendship with

him, and was too covetous to make him a gift, that he

could at any rate borrow of him as much as might redeem

his brother, and put into his hands, as a pledge, the son of

him that was to be redeemed ; for he took his brother's

son with him, who was seven years old. Now he was

ready to give three hundred talents for his brother, and

put forward the Tyrians to intercede for him ; however,

fate was too quick for his zeal, and since Phasaelus was

dead, Herod's brotherly love was now in vain. Moreover,

he did not find any lasting friendship among the Arabians ;

for their king, Malichus, sent to him immediately, and

commanded him to leave his country, using the name of the

Parthians as a pretext, as though they had bidden him expel
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Herod out of Arabia, while in reality he had a mind to keep
back what he owed to Antipater, and not be obliged to make
returns to his sons for the gifts their father had bestowed
on him. In this shameless conduct he followed the advice

of those who like himself wished to deprive Herod of what
Antipater had deposited among them ; and these men were
the most influential persons at his court.

§ 2. Now when Herod found that the Arabians were his

enemies, and that for the very reasons which he hoped
would have made them most friendly, he gave their mes-
sengers such an answer as his passion suggested, and set

out for Egypt. And he lodged the first evening at one of

the temples of that country, to take up those whom he had
left behind ; and the next day word was brought him as

he reached Ehinocurura,' that his brother was dead ; and
he indulged his natural grief, and proceeded on his journey,

when he laid aside such sorrow. And now, somewhat late,

the king of Arabia repented of what he had done, and sent

messengers quickly to recall him whom he had treated so

contemptuously. But Herod was too quick for them, and
had reached Pelusium,^ where he could not obtain a passage

from those that lay at anchor there, so he had an interview

with the governors of the place. And they, in respect to

the fame and dignity of the man, conducted him to Alex-

andria. And when he came into the city he was received

by Cleopatra with great splendour, for she hoped he would
be commander of her forces in the expedition she was now
about ; but he rejected the queen's solicitations, and being
neither afraid of it being midwinter, nor of the disturbances

now in Italy, he sailed for Eome.
§ 3. But he was in peril near Pamphylia,' and obliged

to throw overboard most of the ship's cargo, and with dif-

ficulty got safe to Ehodes,* a place which had been very

much injured in the war with Cassius. He was there re-

ceived by his friends, Ptolemy and Sappinius, and, although

' el-Arish. Antiq. xiii. 15, § 4; xiv. 14, § 2; Jewish War, iy. 1],

§5.
= Tineh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 7.

' On the south coast of Asia Minor. Antiq. ii. 16, § 5 ; xi. 8, § 1

;

xiT. 14, § 3.

* Antiq. xiv. 14, § 3.
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he was then in want of money, he built a very large tri-

reme, wherein he and his friends sailed to Brundusium,^
and went thence to Rome with all speed, where he first of
all went to Antony, on account of the friendship his father
had had with him, and laid before him the calamities of

himself and his family, and told him how he had left his
nearest relations besieged in a fortress, and had sailed to

him ia winter as a suppHant.

§ 4. And Antony was moved to compassion at the re-

verse in Herod's affairs, partly from his calling to mind how
hospitably he had been treated by Antipater, but more
especially on account of Herod's own virtue ; so he resolved
now to get him, whom he had himself formerly made
tetrarch, made king of the Jews. The hatred also that he
had for Antigonus was an inducement of no less weight
than the great regard he had for Herod ; for he looked
upon Antigonus as a factious person, and as an enemy of

the Bomans. As for Augustus, Herod found him even
more ready than Antony, remembering the campaigns he
had gone through with Antipater his father, and the hos-

pitable treatment he had met with from him, and the

entire good-will he had shown him, besides the activity

which he saw in Herod himself. So he called the senate

together, and Messala, and after him Atratinus, introduced

Herod, and gave full account of the good services of his

father, and his own good-will to the Somans. At the same
time they showed that Antigonus was their enemy, not

only because he had soon quarrelled with them, but because

he now neglected the Eomans, and got his kingdom through
the Parthians. These arguments greatly moved the senate,

and at this juncture Antony came in and told them that it

was for their advantage in the Parthian war that Herod
should be king, and they all gave their votes for it. And
when the senate broke up, Antony and Augustus went out

with Herod between them ; and the consuls and the rest of

the magistrates went before them to offer sacrifices, and to

lay the decree in the Capitol. Antony also feasted Herod
on this first day^ of his reign.

' Brindisi. Antiq. xiv. 14, § 3.
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CHAP. XV.

Antigonus besieges those in Masada, whom Serod relieves

on his return from Rome, and at once marches to Jeru-

salem, where he finds Silo corrupted by Bribes.

NOW during this time Antigonus besieged those that

•were in Masada,' who had all other necessaries in

sufficient quantity, but were short of water. And so

Herod's brother Joseph was disposed to flee to the

Arabians with two hundred of his men, because he had
heard that MaHchus repented of his offences with regard

to Herod. And he would have straightway left the fortress,

had there not fallen a great deal of rain on that very night

when he was going away, so that his reservoirs were full of

water, and he was no longer under any necessity of flight

;

but he and his men made a sally upon Antigonus' troops,

and slew a great many of them, some in open battle, and
some in ambush. However, they had not always success,

for sometimes they were beaten and had to retreat.

§ 2. In the meantime Ventidius, the Eoman general,

was sent from Syria to restrain the Parthians, and went
after them into Judaea, on the pretext indeed of assisting

Joseph and his party, but in reality to extort money from
Antigonus. So when he had pitched his camp very near

Jerusalem, as soon as he had got money enough, he
went away with most of his forces ; but he left Silo with
some of them, lest if he had taken them all away, his extor-

tion would have been too evident. But Antigonus hoped
that the Parthians would again come to his assistance, and
meantime paid court to Silo, that he might not be bafBed

in his hopes.

§ 3. Now by this time Herod had sailed back from Italy,

and had arrived at Ptoleniais,^ and as soon as he had
got together no small army of foreigners and of his own

1 Sebbeh. Jewish War, i. 12, § 1.

' 'Akia, St. Jean d'Acre.
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countrymen, he marched through Galilee against Anti-
gonus, and was assisted by Ventidius and SUo, both of
whom Dellius, who had been sent by Antony, urged to re-

store Herod. Now Ventidius was at this time among the
cities, composing the disturbances which had been caused
by the Parthians, but Silo was in Judaea, corrupted by the
money of Antigonus. And Herod himself was not destitute
of strength, for the number of his forces increased every
day as he went along, and all Galilee with few exceptions
joined him. The most necessary enterprise that lay before
him was the relief of Masada, and to deliver his relations

from the siege they endured. But Joppa' stood in his

way, for it was necessary to take that city first, which
was in the enemies' hands, that when he should go to Jeru-
salem, no fortress might be left in the enemies' power in
his rear. And Silo willingly joined him, having now
a pretext for moving his army. And when the. Jews
pursued him and pressed upon him, Herod sallied out
against them with a small body of his men, and soon put
them to flight, and saved Silo who had made a very poor
defence.

§ 4. Herod next took Joppa, and then made haste

to Masada to set free his relations. Now many of the
people of the country joined him, some induced by their

friendship to his father, some by the reputation he had
already gained himself, and some in order to repay the
benefits they had received from both his father and him,
but most from the hopes they placed in him, as a king
firmly established on the throne. So that he soon got to-

gether a powerful army. And Antigonus laid ambushes
for him as he marched on, placing men in convenient posi-

tions, but did little or no harm to his enemies. And Herod
easily rescued his relations that were in Masada, and cap-

tured the fortress of Eesa,^ and then marched to Jerusalem,

where the soldiers that were with Silo joined themselves
to him, as did many in the city who stood in awe of his

power.

§ 5. Now when he had pitched his camp on the west

^ Jaffa. Jewish War. i. 2, § 2.
'' Thresa in Antiq. xiv. 15, § 2 ; Jewish War, i. 13, § 8.
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slope of the city, the guards that were there shot their

arrows, and threw their darts at his men, while others sallied

out in companies, and attacked his vanguard. But Herod
commanded proclamation to be made at the walls, that he
was come for the good of the people and the preservation

of the city, without any design to be revenged on his open
enemies, but to grant amnesty to them, though they had
been most hostile to him. Now the soldiers that were for

Antigonus made a contrary clamour, and did neither per-

mit any body to hear Herod's proclamation, nor to change
their party ; so Antigonus gave order to his forces to repel

the enemy from the walls ; so they soon put them to flight

with their darts from the towers.

§ 6. And now Silo showed he had taken bribes ; for he
set many of the soldiers to clamour about their want of

necessaries, and to ask for their pay to buy themselves
food, and to demand that they should be led into con-
venient places for their winter quarters (for the parts

about the city were destitute, as Antigonus' soldiers had
stripped them of every thing), and he even shifted his camp,
and attempted to get off the siege. But Herod went to the
captains that were under Silo, and to the soldiers en masse,

and begged of them not to leave him who was sent there by
Augustus and Antony and the senate ; for he would take

. care to have their wants supplied that very day. After
this entreaty he went at once into the country, and brought
them from thence so great an abundance of necessaries,

that he cut ofE all Silo's pretexts. And in order to provide

for the following days that they should not want supplies,

he ordered the people of Samaria|^ (for that city had
joined itseK to him) to bring corn, and wine, and oil,

and cattle to Jericho." When Antigonus heard of this,

he sent some of his party to scour the country, with orders

to lie in ambush for and intercept these collectors of com.
This command was obeyed, and a great multitude of

armed men gathered together near Jericho, and lay among
the mountains, on the look out for those that brought the
provisions. But Herod was not idle, but took with him ten

' Sebustieh. Jewish War, i. 2, § 7.

2 er-Rtha. Antiq. v. 1, §§ 4-9 ; ix. 12, § 2 ; xiv. 5, § 4 ; xt. 4, § 2.

Jewish War, i. 6, § 6 ; i. 8, § 5 ; ii. 20, § 4 ; iv. 8, § 2 ; 9, § 1.
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cohorts, five of them Eoman and five Jewish, with some
mercenary troops intermixed among them, and also a few
horse, and marched to Jericho. And when he arrived

there he found the city deserted, but five hundred men,
with their wives and children, occupied the heights ; these
he took and dismissed. And the Eomans fell upon the rest

of the city, and plundered it, finding the houses full of all

sorts of treasures. And Herod left a garrison at Jericho,

and returned, and sent the Eoman army to take their

winter quarters in Idumsea' and GraUlee and Samaria, which
had come over to him. Antigonus also, to pay court to

Antony, bribed Silo to receive part of his army into Lydda.*

CHAP. XVI.

Herod takes Sepphoris, and subdues the Robbers that were in

the Caves ; after which he joins Antony, who was besieging

Samosata.

SO the Bomans lived in plenty, and rested from war.

However, Herod did not lie idle, but occupied Idumsea

with two thousand foot and four hundred horse, sending

his brother Joseph there, lest any diversion might be
attempted in that quarter by Antigonus. He also removed
his mother, and all his relations who had been in Masada,'

to Samaria,* and when he had settled them there securely,

he set out to subdue the rest of Galilee, and to expel the

garrisons placed there by Antigonus.

§ 2. And when he had reached Sepphoris' in a very

great snow-storm, he took the city without any difficulty, the

guards that should have defended it fleeing away before it

was assaulted. And there he gave an opportunity to his

followers that had suffered from the wintry weather to

refresh themselves, there being in that city a great abun-

' Jewish War, i. 2, § 6.

' Diospolis, Ludd. Antiq. xiv. 10, § 6 ; 11, § 2 ; 15, § 3 ; iv. 5, § 1 j

XX. 6, § 2. Jewish War, i. 19, § 2 ; ii. 12, § 6 ; iii. 3, § 5 ; iv. 8, g 1.

' SMeh. * Sebvstieh.

' Se/urieh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 5.
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dance of supplies ; after which he set out against the

robbers that were in the caves, who scoured a great part

of the country, and did as much mischief to its inhabitants

as a war would have done. And he sent on three cohorts

of foot and one troop of horse to the village of Arbela,'

and followed himself forty days afterwards with the rest

of his force. But the enemy were not affrighted at his

approach, but met him in arms, for their skill was that of

warriors, and their boldness was that of robbers. When,
therefore, it came to a pitched battle, they routed Herod's

left wing with their right; but Herod, wheeling about

quickly from his own right wing, came to the assistance of

his left wing and rallied it, and also fell upon its pursuers,

and checked their impetuosity, till they could not bear the

hand to hand attack made on them, but fled themselves.

§ 3. And Herod pursued them to the Jordan, slaying

thetQ, and cut to pieces a great part of them, and those that

remained dispersedon the other side of the river, and Galilee

was freed from the terror it had been in, excepting from
those that remained, who lay concealed in the caves, and re-

quired some time to capture. So Herod first distributed

the fruits of their labours among the soldiers, and gave

every one of them a hundred and fifty drachmae of silver,

and a great deal more to their commanders, and sent them
into winter quarters. He also bade Pheroras, his youngest
brother, to see that they had a plentiful supply of pro-

visions, and to fortify Alexandrium.^ And he saw to both

of these injunctions.

§ 4. Meantime Antony abode at Athens, and Ven-
tidius summoned Silo and Herod to the war against the

Parthians, but ordered them first to settle affairs in

Judsea. And Herod willingly dismissed Silo to go to

Ventidius, but he made an expedition himseK against

the robbers that lay in the caves. Now these caves

'

were in precipitous mountains, and could not be got at

from any side, for they had only some very narrow wind-
ing pathways by which access lay to them, and the rock

that lay on their front had beneath it ravines of a vast

1 Irbid. Life, § 37 ; Antiq. xii. 11, § 1 ; xiv. 15, § 4.

2 Kefr htuna. Jewish War, i. 6, § 5.

' The caves are in the Wddy Hammdm. Antiq. xiv. 15, § 5.
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depth, and of an almost perpendicular declivity ; so that
the king was doubtful for a long time what to do, be-
cause of the great difficulty of attacking the place. But
at last he made use of a most dangerous contrivance, for
he let down the boldest of his men in chests, and set them
at the mouths of the caves ; and they slew the robbers and
their families, and when they made resistance threw fire at
them. But as Herod was desirous of saving some of them,
he invited them by a herald to come and deliver themselves
up to to him ; but not one of them came willingly to
him, and of those that were compelled to come, many
prefeiTed death to captivity. At this stage of affairs a,

certain old man, the father of seven sons, who (as also

their mother) desired him to permit them to go out upon
the assurance that was offered them, slew them in the
following manner: he ordered every one of them to go
out, but stood himself at the cave's mouth, and slew
each son as he went out. Herod saw this sight from the
heights, and his bowels of compassion were moved at it,

and he stretched out his right hand to the old man, and
besought him to spare his sons. But he did not relent

at aU at what he said, but even twitted Herod with the
lowness of his origin, and slew his wife as well as his

sons, and when he had thrown their dead bodies down
the precipice, he last of all threw himself down after them.

§ 5. In this way Herod subdued these caves, and the

robbers that were in them. He then left as large a part

of his army as he thought sufficient to prevent any risings,

and made Ptolemy their general, and himself returned to

Samaria, and led three thousand foot and six hundred
horse against Antigonus. Upon this those that used to

raise tumults in G-alUee, feeling free to do so upon his

departure, fell imexpectedly upon Ptolemy the general, and
slew him, and also laid the country waste, and then

retired to the marshes and to places not easy of access.

But when Herod was informed of this rising, he came to

the rescue immediately, and slew a great nimiber of the

rebels, and raised the sieges of all the fortresses they had
besieged, and also exacted a hundred talents from his

enemies as a penalty for their rising.

§ 6. The Parthians being by this time already driven
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out of the country, and Pacorus slain, Ventidius, by
Antony's command, sent a thousand horse and two legions

to help Herod against Antigonus. Now Antigonus be-

sought their general Macheeras by letters to come to his

assistance, and made a great many complaints about
Herod's violence, and about the injuries he did to the

the kingdom, and promised to give him money. But he
complied not with his invitation to betray his trust (for he
did not despise him that sent him, especially as Herod
gave him more money), but pretended friendship to Anti-
gonus, though he really came as a spy to discover his affairs,

in this however not listening to Herod, who tried to dis-

suade him from so doing. But Antigonus perceived what
his intentions were beforehand, and shut him out of the
city, and repelled him as an enemy from the walls, till

Machseras was ashamed and went to Emmaus ' to Herod,
and, as he was in a rage at his disappointment, slew all the
Jews whom he met with, not sparing those that were of

Herod's party even, but treating them all as if they were
Antigonus' friends.

§ 7. Thereupon Herod was very angry, and was going
to fight agaiast Machseras as an enemy ; but he restrained
his indignation, and marched to Antony to accuse Machaeras
of HI behaviour. But he, thinking over his offences, followed
after the king immediately, and earnestly begged and
obtained reconciliation with him. However, Herod did
not desist from his resolution of going to Antony ; and
when he heard that he was besieging Samosata,^ a strong
city near the Euphrates, with a large army, he made the
greater haste, seeing that the opportunity was a good one
for showing at once his courage, and for greatly obliging
Antony. Indeed, when he came, he soon put an end
to the siege, and slew a great number of the barbarians,
and took from them much booty, so that Antony, who
admired his courage formerly, admired it now still more,
and heaped many more honours upon him, and gave him
more assured hopes that he should gain his kingdom

:

while king Antiochus was forced to surrender Samosata.

' Emmaus-Nicopolis, 'Amwda. Jewish War, i. II, § 2.
•* Samsdt, the capital of Comtnagene, on the Euphrates. Antiq xiv.

15, § 8; Jewish War, vii. 7, § 1.
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CHAP. XVII.

The Death of Joseph, Serod's Brother, which had been signi-

fied to Herod in Dreams. Sow Herod was preserved
twice in a wonderful Manner. He cuts off the Head of
Pappus, who was the Murderer of his Brother, and sends
it to Pheroras. And no long Time after he besieges Jeru-
salem, and marries Mariamne.

§1-

IN the mean time, Herod's affairs in Judeea were in a
bad condition. He had left his brother Joseph armed

with full powers, but had charged him to make no attempts
against AJitigonus till his return; for he said Machseras
would not be an ally he could depend on, as was plain from
Iiis previous behaviour. But as soon as Joseph heard that
his brother was at a verj great distance, he neglected the
orders he had received, and marched towards Jericho with
five cohorts, which Machaeras had sent him. His intention

w^as to seize the corn, as it was now in the height of

summer ; but as his enemies attacked him in the moun-
tains, and in difficult places, he was not only killed himself,

fighting very bravely in the battle, but the entire Boman
force was cut to pieces. For these cohorts were men just

enlisted in Syria, and there was no mixture of those soldiers

called veterans among them, who might have raUied

these raw recruits.

§ 2. This victory was not sufficient for Antigonus, but
he proceeded to that degree of rage, as to ill treat the dead
body of Joseph ; for when he had got possession of the

bodies of those that were slain, he cut off his head, although
his brother Pheroras would have given fifty talents as

a ransom for it. And now the afEairs of Gralilee were thrown
into such disorder after this victory of Antigonus, that those

of Antigonus' party took the principal men that were
on Herod's side to the lake, and there drowned them.

There were also many changes made in Idumasa, where
Machseras rebuilt one of the fortresses, which was called
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Grittha.- But Herod had not yet heard of these things.
For after the capture of Samosata, Antony himself departed
to Egypt, when he had set Sossius over Syria, and given
him orders to assist Herod against Antigonus, and Sossius
sent two legions before him into Judsea to assist Herod,
and himself followed soon after with the rest of his army.

§ 3. Now when Herod was at Daphne^ near Antioch, he
had some dreams which clearly foreboded his brother's
death, and as he leaped out of bed in a troubled manner,
there came messengers that acquainted him with that
calamity. And when he had lamented this misfortune for
a while, he put off the main part of his mourning, and
hurried on against his enemies. And pushing on by forced
marches and reaching Mount Libanus,^ hegoteight hundred
men of those that lived near to that mountain to help him,
and joined with them one Eoman legion. With this force,

before it was day, he made an irruption into G-alilee, and
drove the enemy who met him back to the place which they
had left. He also made an energetic attack upon the
fortress, but before he could take it, he was forced by a
most terrible storm to pitch his camp in the neighbour-
ing villages. But when, after a few days, the second
legion that came from Antony joined him, the enemy were
frightened at his power, and left their fortress in the
night-time.

§ 4. After this he marched through Jericho, making
what haste he could to be avenged on his brother's
murderers. And there happened to him there a wonder-
ful event, and as he unexpectedly escaped, he had the repu-
tation of being a man very dear to God. For that evening
there feasted with him many of the principal men, and after
that feast was over, and all the guests were gone, the house
fell down immediately. And as he judged this to be
a sign both that he should undergo dangers and escape
them in the coming war, he set forward in the morning
with his army, when about six thousand of his enemies
came running down from the mountains, and began to

' Ferbaps Gath, Tell es-Safi, and not the northern Gittha of Antiq
xiv. 15, § 10.

^ Beit el-Md. Jewish War, i. 1 2, § 5.

' Mount Lebanon.
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fight with, those in his van, but they dared not engage
the Komans hand to hand, but threw stones and darts at

them from a distance, by which they wounded a consider-

able number. Even Herod himself as he rode by was
wounded in the side by a dart.

§ 5. Now as Antigonus wished to appear to exceed
Herod, not only in the courage but also in the number
of his men, he sent Pappus, one of his companions, with an
army against Samaria. Now it was their fortime to have
to contend with Machaeras. But Herod overran the enemies'
country, and demolished five little cities, and destroyed
two thousand men that were in them, and burned their

houses, and then returned to his camp; and his head-
quarters were at the village called Cana.^

§ 6. Now a great multitude of Jews flocked to him every

day, both from Jericho itself, and from the other parts of

the country, some out of hatred to Antigonus, others

out of regard to the glorious actions Herod had done, but
most induced by an unreasonable desire for change. And
he pushed on to attack the enemy, and Pappus and
his men were not terrified either at his numbers or zeal,

but marched out boldly against him. And when it came
to a close fight, the other parts of their army made resist-

ance for a while, but Herod running the utmost hazard

from the rage he was in at the murder of his brother, that

he might be avenged on those that had been the authors of

it, soon beat those men that were opposite to him, and,

after he had beaten them, still turned his attention to those

that made a stand, and put them all to flight. And a
great slaughter was made as they were forced back into

the village which they had come out from, as he pressed

hard upon the hindermost, and slew immense numbers of

them. He also entered the village with the enemy, and
every house was full of armed men, and the roofs were

crowded with soldiers for their defence. And when he had
beaten those that were outside, he puUed the houses to

pieces, and dragged out those that were within ; and upon
many he brought down the roofs, and killed them en

^ Apparently the same place as the Cana of Antiq. xiii. 15, § 1.

Compare Antiq. xiv. 15, § 12, where Pappus is said to have bepn

encamped at Isana.

IT. F
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masse, while the soldiers received those few that fled from
the ruins with their swords in their hands, and so great
a multitude of slain lay in heaps, that the conquerors
could not pass along the roads. Now the enemy could not
bear this blow, so when the multitude of them that had
gathered together saw that those in the village were slain,

they dispersed and fled. On the strength of this victory

Herod woidd have marched immediately to Jerusalem,
had he not been hindered by the severity of the winter.

This impediment lay in the way of his complete success,

and hindered Antigonus from being conquered, who was
already disposed to leave the city.

§ 7. Now in the evening, when Herod had already dis-

missed his friends to refresh themselves after their fatigue,

he had gone himself, while he was still hot from his armour,
to bathe like a common soldier, with but one lad that

attended him. And before he entered the bath, one of the
enemy ran out just opposite to him with a sword in

his hand, and then a second, and then a third, and after

that several. They were men who had run away from the
battle in their armour to the bath, and had lain there for

some time in great terror, and hidden, and when they saw
the king, they trembled for fear, and ran by him in a
fright although he was unarmed, and made for the outlets of

the bath. Now there was by chance nobody else at hand to

seize these men, and as for Herod, he was contented to have
come to no harm himself, so they all got away in safety.

§ 8. But the next day Herod cut ofE the head of Pappus,
who was the general of Antigonus, and had been slain in
the battle, and sent it to his brother Pheroras, in ven-
geance for the murder of their brother, for he was the man
that had slain Joseph. And now as the winter was
abating, Herod marched to Jerusalem, and brought his

army to the walls of it, in the third year after he was made
king at Rome, and encamped before the temple, for on
that side only was it assailable, and it was there that
Pompey had taken the city before. And he divided the work
among the army, and cut down trees in the suburbs, and
raised three banks, and gave orders to have towers built upon
those banks, and left the most energetic of his comrades at

the works, but himself went to Samaria, to take to wife
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Mariamne the daughter ofAlexander, the son ofAristobulus,

who had been betrothed to him before, as I have ahready
said. And he did this by the by during the siege of the

city, for he held his enemy in great contempt already.

§ 9. When he had married Mariamne, he returned

to Jerusalem with a larger army ; Sossius also joined him
with a large army both of horse and foot, which he had sent

on before through the interior of the country, while he
himself marched through Phoenice. And when the whole
army was got together, which were eleven regiments of

foot, and six thousand horse, besides the Syrian auxiliaries,

who were no small part of the army, they pitched their

camp near the north wall ; Herod relying upon the decree

of the senate, by which he had been declared king, and
Sossius relying upon Antony, who sent the army that

was under him to Herod's assistance.

CHAP. XVlli.

Sow Herod and Sossius took Jerusalem by storm, and what

Death Antigonus came to. Also concerning Cleopatra's

avaricious Temper.
§1-

NOW the multitude of the Jews that were m the city

were troubled in various ways. For the weaker

people crowded about the temple and gave out, that, as

the times were, he was the happiest and most fortunate man
who died. But as to the bolder men, they got together in

bodies, and fell to robbing others in various manners, and

particularly plundered places about the city, and that

because there was no food left for either horses or men.

But those of the men of war who were best disciplined

were appointed to defend the city during the siege, and

they kept away from the walls those that raised the banks,

and were always inventing some contrivance or other to be a

hindrance to the engines of the enemy. But they had not

so much success any way over the enemy as in the under-

ground mines.

§ 2. Now, as for the robberies which were committed,
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the king contrived that amhushes should be laid, by which
he checked the robbers' excursions ; and as for the want
of provisions, he provided that they should be brought
from a great distance. He was also too hard for the Jews
by the Romans' skill in the art of war ; for although the

Jews were bold to the utmost degree, yet they durst not
fight hand to hand with the Romans, for that was certain

death, but through their underground mines they would
appear in the midst of them on a sudden, and before

they could batter down one part of the wall, they raised

another in its stead; in short, they did not show any
slackness either of valour or contrivances,.being resolved to

hold out to the very last. Indeed, though they had so

great an army investing them, they bore a siege of five

months, till some of Herod's picked men ventured to get

upon the wall and enter the city, and Sossius' centurions

after them. And first they occupied the neighbourhood
of the temple, and upon the pouring in of the army
there was immense slaughter every where, because of the
rage the Romans were in at the length of the siege, and
because the Jewish force with Herod was anxious that

none of their adversaries should be left. So they were
cut to pieces en masse, as they were crowded together in the

narrow streets and in houses, or were fleeing to the temple
;

nor was any mercy shown either to infants, or to the
aged, or to the weakness of women ; but although the king
sent round and desired them to spare the people, nobody
could be persuaded to withhold his right hand from,

slaughter, but they slew people of all ages like madmen.
Then it was that Antigonus, without any regard to his

former or present fortune, came down from the citadel, and
fell down at Sossius' feet. But he, without pitying him at

all upon this change in his fortunes, laughed at him beyond
measure, and called him Antigona.^ Yet did he not let him
go free like a woman, but put him into bonds, and kept him
in custody.

§ 3. But Herod's concern at present, now he had got his

enemies in his power, was to restrain the zeal of his foreign

auxiliaries ; for these foreigners were very eager to see

' That is, a woman, not a man.—W.
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the temple, and the sacred things in the sanctuary. But
the king endeavoured to restrain them, partly by exhorta-

tion, partly by threats, partly even by force, thinking vic-

tory worse than a defeat, if anything that ought not to

be seen were seen by them. He also forbade at the same
time spoiling the city, asking Sossius in the most earnest

manner, whether the Eomans, by emptying the city of

money and men, had a mind to leave him king of a desert ?

and saying that he judged the dominion of the world too

small a compensation for the slaughter of so many citizens.

And when Sossius said that it was but just to allow the

soldiers this plunder, as a reward for what they suffered

during the siege, Herod answered, that hewould himself give

every one of the soldiers a reward out of his own money.
So he redeemed the rest of Jerusalem, and performed his

promises, making presents in a magnificent manner to each

soldier, and proportionably to their commanders, and a
most royal bounty to Sossius himself, so that nobody de-

parted short of money. And Sossius dedicated a crown
of gold to Grod, and then went away from Jerusalem, lead-

ing Antigonus away in bonds to Antony ; and the axe,

which his cowardly behaviour well deserved, brought him
to his end, though he stDl had a fond desire of life, and
some frigid hopes of it to the very last.

§ 4. And king Herod distinguished between the people

in the city, for as for those that were on his side he made
them still more his friends by the honours he conferred on

them, but those of Antigonus' party he slew, and as his

money ran low, he turned all the ornaments he had into

money, and sent it to Antony and his followers. But he

could not thereby purchase an exemption from all suffer-

ing ; for Antony was already madly in love with Cleopatra,

and entirely a slave to his passion. Now Cleopatra had put

to death all her kindred, till no one near her in blood

remained alive, and after that she feU to slaying those who
were no way related to her ; and she calumniated the prin-

cipal men among the Syrians to Antony, and urged him to

have them slain, that so she might easily become mistress

of what they had. Moreover she extended her greed to the

Jews and Arabians, and intrigued to have Herod and

Malichus, the kings of both those nations, taken off.
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§ 5. Now Antony complied in part with these injunctions
of hers, for though he esteemed it abominable to kill such
good and great kings, yet was he alienated from his friend-
ship (which was the next thing) with them. So he took
away a great deal of their country, even the palm-trees at
Jericho, where the balsam-tree also grows, and gave them
her, as also all the cities on this side the river Eleutherus,'
except Tyre" and Sidon.' And when she was become mis-
tress of these, and had conducted Antony in his expedition
against the Parthians as far as the Euphrates, she went
into Judaea by Apamea * and Damascus. Then did Herod
appease her ill-will to him by large presents, and also hired
from her those places that had been torn away from his

kingdom at the yearly rent of two hundred talents. He
conducted her also as far as Pelusium," and paid her all the
court possible. And not long after this Antony came back
from Parthia," and led with him Artabazes, Tigranes' son,

captive, as a present for Cleopatra ; for this Parthian was
at once given her, with the money and all the spoil that
was taken.

CHAP. XIX.

How Antony, at the Instigation of Cleopatra, sent Herod to

fight against the Arabians ; and how, after several Battles,

he at length got the Victory. Also concerning a great
HarthquaJce.

§1.

NOW when the war about Actium' broke out, Herod
had intended to set out to the assistance of Antony,

being already freed from his other troubles in Judaea, and

' Nahr el-Kehir, N. of Tripolis. Antiq. xiii. 4, § 5 ; 5, § 1 ; xv. 4
§1-

» Snr. Life, § 10, 74. Antiq. ix. 14, § 2 ; xi. 8, §§ 3, 4 ; xiv. 12,

§§ 1, 3; xiv. 13, § 3. Jewish War, i. 13, § ]; i. 21, | 11 ; ii. 18, § 5.

Against Apion, i. §§ IS, 21.

^ Saida. Jewish War, i. 13, § 1. ' Jewish War, i. 10, § 10.
' Jewish War, i. 8, § 7.

" The Parthian kingdom in its greatest extent reached westwards to
the Euphrates.

' At the entrance of the gulf of Arta. Antiq. xv. 5, 5 1 ; Jewish
War, i. 20, § 1.



CHAP. XIX.] THE JEWISH WAE. 71

having gained Hyrcania,' which fortress had been held by
Antigonus' sister. However, he was cunningly hindered
by Cleopatra from sharing in the dangers of Antony,
for since, as I have already remarked, she had plotted
against the kings of Judaea and Arabia, she urged Antony
to commit the war against the Arabians to Herod, that so,

if he won the day, she might become mistress of Arabia,
or, if he were worsted, of Judaea, and that she might put
down one of those kings by the other.

§ 2. However, this contrivance turned out to the ad-
vantage of Herod. For at the very first he plundered
the enemy, and got together a large body of horse, and
hurled them against the enemy near Diospolis," and
conquered the enemy, though they fought stoutly. At
this defeat the Arabians were in great excitement, and
mustered together at Canatha,^ a city of Ccele-Syria,* in
vast multitudes, and waited for the Jews. And when
Herod arrived there with his army, he tried to manage the
war with particular prudence, and gave orders to fortify

the camp. But the multitude did not hearken to him, but
were so emboldened by their previous victory, that they at-

tacked the Arabians, and beat them at the first onset, and
pursued them. But snares were laid for Herod in the pur-
suit, for Athenio, who was one of Cleopatra's generals, and
always antagonistic to Herod, sent out of Canatha the men
of that country against him, and upon their attack the
Arabians took courage, and raUied, and joined their forces

together on stony and difficult ground, and routed Herod's
men, and made a great slaughter of them. And those that

escaped out of the battle fled to Ormiza,' where the Ara-
bians surrounded their camp, and took it with all the men
in it.

§ 3. Not long after this calamity, Herod came to bring

succour, but he came too late. Now the cause of this re-

' Jewish War, i. 8, § 2.

^ Lydda, Ludd. Jewish War, i. 15, § 6.

^ Kenath, Kanawdt, at the foot of the western slopes of Jebel Haurdn.
In Anliq. xv. 5, § 1, and possibly in Life, § 71, it is called Cana.

^ Coele-Syria in this instance includes Bashan. Jewish War, i. 4,

§8.
* Unknown. In the parallel passage, Antiq. xv. 5, § 1, the name of

the place is not mentioned.
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Terse was tliat the officers would not obey orders ; for had
not the fight begun so suddenly, Athenio would not have
had an opportunity for the snares he laid for Herod. How-
ever, Herod was even with the Arabians afterwards, and
overran their country, and did them frequently more harm
than their single victory could compensate. And as he

was avenging himself on his enemies, there fell upon him
another providential calamity ; for in the seventh year of

his reign, when the war about Actium was at its height, in

the beginning of spring, there was an earthquake, which de-

stroyed an immense number of cattle, and thirty thousand
men ; but the army received no harm, because it lay in the

open air. In the meantime, the rumour of this earthquake
elated the Arabians to greater courage, for report exagge-

rated it, as is generally the case in gloomy events, as if all

Judsea was overthrown. Supposing, therefore, that they
should easily make themselves masters of a land that was
destitute of inhabitants, they first sacrificed those am-
bassadors who had come to them from the Jews, and then
marched into Judaea immediately. Now the Jewish nation

were dismayed at this invasion, and quite dispirited at the

greatness of their calamities one after another ; but Herod
assembled them together, and endeavoured to encourage
them to defend themselves by the following speech.

§ 4. " The present dread you are in seems to me to have
seized upon you very unreasonably. It is true, you might
justly be dismayed at the providential chastisement which
has befallen you ; but to suffer yourselves to be terrified at

the invasion of men is unmanly. As for myself, I am so

far from being dismayed at our enemies after the earth-

quake, that I imagine that Grod has thereby laid a bait for

the Arabians, that we may be avenged on them, for their

present invasion proceeds more from our accidental misfor-

tunes, than from their great dependence on their own
weapons or fitness for action ; but the hope which depends
not on men's own power, but on others' ill success, is

a very ticklish thing. For there is no certainty among
men, either ia their bad or good fortunes, but we may see

that fortune is changeable, and goes from one side to

another. Tou may indeed learn this from your own case

;

for though you were victors in the former fight, your



CHAP. XIX.] THE JEWISH WAR. 73

enemies overcame you at last ; and it will very likely happen
now that these who think themselves sure of beatiag
you will themselves be beaten. For when people are very
confident, they are not upon their guard, but fear teaches

people to act with caution ; insomuch that I feel confidence

from your very fear. For when you were more bold than
you ought to have been against the enemy, and contrary

to my wish attacked the enemy, Athenio's treachery

had its opportunity ; but now your hesitation and seem-
ing dejection of miad is to me a pledge and assurance

of victory. And indeed it is proper to be thus cautious

beforehand, but when we come to action, we ought to pluck
up our spirit, and to make our enemies believe, be they ever

so wicked, that neither any human, no, nor any providen-

tial misfortune, can ever depress the courage of Jews while

they are alive ; nor will any of them ever suffer an Ara-
bian, whom he has all but often taken captive, to become
lord of his good things. And do not disturb yourselves at

the movements of inanimate things, nor imagine that this

earthquake is a sign of another calamity ; for such con-

ditions of the elements are according to the course of

nature, nor do theyimport any thing further to men than the

actual mischief they bring with them. Perhaps there may
come some sign a little beforehand in the case of pestilence

and famine and earthquakes ; but these calamities them-

selves have their force limited. Indeed what greater mis-

chief can the war do to us, though it should go against us,

than the earthquake has done ? Nay, there is a very great

sign of our enemies' destruction visible, and that not a na-

tural one, nor coming from a strange hand, in that they have

barbarously murdered our ambassadors contrary to the

usage of all mankind, and have decked them with garlands

as sacrifices to God in relation to this war. But they will

not escape his great eye, nor his invincible right hand

;

and we shall soon be revenged on them, i£ we still retain

any of the spirit of our forefathers, and rise up boldly to

punish these covenant-breakers. Let every one therefore

go forward to fight, not so much for his wife or his

children, or for the danger his country is in, but for these

ambassadors of ours ; for they will conduct this war of

ours better than we ourselves who are aUve. And if you
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will hearten to me, I will myself go before you intO'

danger ; for you know well enough that your courage is

irresistible, unless you hurt yourselves by acting rashly."
'

§ 5. When Herod had encoiiraged his army by this

speech, and saw how ready they were, he offered sacrifice

to God, and after the sacrifice crossed over the river

Jordan with his troops, and pitched his camp near Phil-

adelphia,^ not far from the enemy, and had a skirmish with
them for a fortification that lay between them, as he was
desirous to bring on a general engagement quickly; for

some of the enemy had been sent forward to seize upon
that fortification. But the king sent some troops, who imme-
diately beat them out of the fortification, and occupied the
hill, while he himself led out his men every day, and put
them in battle array, and challenged the Arabians to fight.

But as none of them came out of their camp (for they were
in a terrible fright, and their general, Elthemus, was not
able to say a word for fear), Herod went up to them, and
pulled their intrenched camp to pieces, so that they were
compelled to come out and fight, which they did in dis-

order, and so that their horse and foot were mixed up
together. They were indeed superior to the Jews in

number, but inferior as to zeal, although they too were
very venturesome from their despair of victory.

§ 6. And so, while they resisted, they had not a great
number slain ; but as soon as they turned their backs,

many were trodden to pieces by the Jews, and many by
their own men, and so perished. And five thousand fell

in the flight, while the rest of the multitude prevented
their immediate death, by crowding into their intrenched
camp. Herod surrounded and besieged these, and as they
were bound to be taken by their enemies with their arms,
they had an additional distress, which was thirst from
want of water. For the king received their ambassadors in

a supercilious way, and though they offered five hundred
talents as ransom, he pressed still harder upon them.

' This speech of Herod's is set down twice by Josephus, here and
Antiq. xT. 5, § 3, to the same purpose, but not in the same words,
whence it appears, that the sense was Herod's, but the composition
Josephus's.—W.

^ 'Amman. Jewish War, i. 2, | 4.
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And as they were parched with thirst, they came out en
masse, and voluntarily delivered themselves up to the Jews,
tiU in five days four thousand of them were prisoners ; and
on the sixth day the multitude that were left were despe-

rate, and came out to fight. And Herod fought with them,
and slew again about seven thousand. And he punished
Arabia so severely, and so far extinguished the spirits of

the men, that he was chosen by the nation for their

ruler.

CBAJP. XX.

Herod is confirmed in his Kingdom hy Augustus, and culti-

vates a Friendship with the Emperor by magnificent
Presents ; while Augustus returns his Kindness hy bestow-

ing on him. that Fart of his Kingdom which had been taken
away by Cleopatra, with the Addition of Zenodorus'

Country also,

. § .1-

AND now Herod was iu immediate concern about his

whole fortunes on account of his friendship with
Antony, who had just been defeated ofE Actium ' by
Augustus. But he was more afraid than hurt. For
Augustus did not think he had quite undone Antony while

Herod remained. But the king resolved to face his danger:

so he sailed to Rhodes,^ where Augustus then abode, and
came to him without his diadem, and ia the dress and
guise of a private person, but with the spirit of a king.

And he concealed nothing of the truth, but spoke straight

out as follows. " Caesar, I was made kiug of the Jews
by Antony, and I confess that I have used my royal

authority entirely for his advantage ; nor will I conceal this

further, that you would certainly have found me in arms,

had not the Arabians hindered me. However, I sent him
as many auxiliaries as I was able, and many ten thousand
cors of corn ; nor indeed did I desert my benefactor after

his reverse at Actium. But I gave him the best advice I

was able, when I was no longer able to assist him in the

' Jewish War, i. 19, § 1. = Jewish War, i. 14, § 3.
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war ; for I told him that there was but one way of retriev-

ing his affairs, and that was to kUl Cleopatra ; and I

promised him, that if he put her to death, I would afford

him money and walls for his security, and an army and
myself to assist him in the war against you. But his

passion for Cleopatra stopped his ears, as did G-od himself

also, who has bestowed the victory on you. And I am
overcome with Antony, and with the same fortune as his I

have laid aside my iadem, and am come hither to you,

putting my hopes of safety in your virtue, and I presume
you will consider how faithful a friend, and not whose
friend, I have been."

§ 2. Augustus replied to him as follows :
" Continue in

safety, and reign now more firmly than before ; for you
are worthy to rule over a great many subjects, because of

the firmness of your friendship. And do you endeavour
to be equally constant in your friendship to me in ' happier

circumstances, for I have the brightest hopes from your
lofty spirit. However, Antony did weU in listening to

Cleopatra rather than to you ; for I have gained you
by her folly. It also appears that you were my friend

before I began to be yours, for Quintus Didius has written

to me that you sent him assistance against the gladiators.

Now therefore I confirm the kingdom to you by decree

:

but I shall also endeavour to do you some further kind-

ness hereafter, that you may not miss Antony."

§ 3. When Augustus had spoken thus kindly to Herod,
and put the diadem on his head, he proclaimed what he
had bestowed on him by a decree, in which he greatly

launched out in his commendation. And Herod still further

appeased him by the presents he gave him, and begged
him to forgive Alexander, one of Antony's friends, who sup-

plicated his favour. But Augustus' anger was too great

against Alexander for this, and he complained of the many
and very great offences the man whom Herod petitioned for

had been guilty of, and so he rejected his request. After

this, when Augustus went to Egypt through Syria, Herod
received him with royal and rich entertainments ; and then
first rode side by side with Augustus, when he reviewed his

' For KoX I confidently restore xdv.
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army at Ptolemais,^ and feasted Min with all his friends,

and then distributed among the rest of the army what was
necessary to feast them also. He also contrived a plentiful

provision of water for them, when they were to march as

far as Pelusium ^ through a dry country, and did so also on
their return thence ; nor were there any necessaries want-
ing to the army. It was therefore the opinion, both of

Augustus and his soldiers, that Herod's kmgdom was too

small for those generous presents he made them ; for

which reason, when Augustus had returned to Egypt,
as Cleopatra and Antony were now dead, he not only be-

stowed other honours upon him, but also made an addition

to his kingdom, by giving him, not only the country which
had been taken from him by Cleopatra, but also Gadara^
and Hippos * and Samaria,'' and in addition to these the
maritime cities of Gaza " and Anthedon ' and Joppa ° and
Strato's Tower.' He also made him a present of four
hundred Galati for his body-guard, as they had been to

Cleopatra before. Nor did anything so strongly induce

Augustus to make these presents as the generosity of him
that received them.

§ 4. Moreover, after the first games at Actium, he added
to his kingdom both the region called Trachonitis," and the

adjacent Batanaea," and the district of Auranitis," for the

following reason. Zenodorus, who had hired the house of

Lysanias, had all along sent robbers out of Trachonitis

among the Damascenes. And they had recourse to Varro

the governor of Syria, and begged of him that he would
represent their calamity to Augustus ; and when Augustus
was acquainted with it, he sent back orders that this nest of

' 'Akka. Jewish War, i. 2, § 1.

2 et-Tineh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 7.

' TImm Keis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.

* Susiyeh. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7. ' Sebustieh. Jewish War, i. 2, § 7.

« Ghuzzeh. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.

' Agrippias. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2. ' Jaffa. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2.

' Caesarea Palaestina. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.

>» el-Lejak. Antiq. xt. 10, § 1 ; xvi. 4, § 6 ; 9, §§ 1, 3 ; xyii. 2, § 1

;

8, § 1. Jewish War, ii. 6, § 3.

" Life, § 11. Antiq. xv. 10, § 1 ; xvii. 8, § 1 (Paneas for Batansea).

Jewish War, ii. 6, § 3.

'* The Haurdn. Antiq. it. 10, § 1 ; xYii. 11, § 4. Jewish War, ii. 6,

§3.
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robbers should be destroyed. Varro therefore made an
expedition against them, and cleared the land of those men,
and took it away from Zenodorus, and Augustus aftenvards
bestowed it on Herod, that it might not again become a

foint d'appui for those robbers against Damascus. He also

made him. procurator of all Syria the tenth year after-

wards, when he came again into that province, on such a
footing that the other procurators could not do anything
without his advice. And when Zenodorus was dead, Au-
gustus bestowed on Herod all the land which lay between
Trachonitis and G-alilee. And what was of still more con-

sequence to Herod, he was beloved by Augustus next after

Agrippa, and by Agrippa next after Augustus. So he
arrived at a very great degree of felicity, and his spirit was
elated to greater ideas, and most of his magnanimity was
extended to the promotion of piety.

CHAP. XXI.

Of the Temple and Cities that were built by Herod, and
erected from the very Foundations ; also of the other

Edifices that were erected by him, ; and what magnificence
he showed to Foreigners ; and how Fortune was in all

things favourable to him.

§1-
ACCOEDINGLY in the fifteenth year of his reign Herod

rebuilt the temple, and surrounded with a wall
double the land that was before enclosed around it, at vast
expense and with insurpassable magnificence. A sign of
which you have in the great porticoes erected about the
temple, and the citadel on its north side.^ The porticoes he
built from the foundation, but the citadel he repaired at a
vast expense, as if it were no less than a royal palace, and

' This fort was first built, as is supposed, by John Hyrcanus, and
•called Baris, the tower or citadel. It was afterwards rebuilt, with great
improvements, by Herod, under the government of Antony, and was
named from him the Tower of Antonia; and about the time when Herod
rebuilt the temple, he seems to have put his last hand to it. See Antiq.
xviii. 5, § 4 ; Jewish War, i. 3, § 4. It lay on the north-west side of the
temple, and was a quarter as large.—W.
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called it Antonia ' in honour of Antony. He also built him-
self a palace^ in the upper city, containing two very large and
most beautiful apartments, to which the temple itself could
not be compared. One he called Csesareum, and the other
Agrippeum, after his friends Csesar Augustus and Agrippa.

§ 2. But he did not preserve their memory by particular

btiildings only, and the names given them, but his gene-
rosity went as far as entire cities. For when he had built

a most beautiful wall twenty furlongs long round a town
in the district of Samaria, and had brought six thousand
inhabitants into it, and had allotted to them most fruitful

land, and in the midst of this city had erected a very large

temple to Augustus, and had laid round about it a sacred

enclosure of three furlongs and a half, he called the city

Sebaste.^ He also settled the affairs of the city in a most
regular manner.

§ 3. And when Augustus had further bestowed upon
him another additional country, he buUt there also a temple
of white marble in his honour near the fountains of the

Jordan. The place is called Panium.* There the top of

a mountain rises to an immense height, and at its side

beneath a dark cave opens, within which is a horrible preci-

pice that descends abruptly to a vast depth, which contains

a mighty quantity of stagnant water, and if any body lets

down any thing to find the bottom, no length of cord is

sufficient to reach it. Now the foimtains of the Jordan rise

at the external roots of this cave, and some think, this

is the origin of the Jordan. But I shall speak of this

matter more accurately hereafter.

§ 4. And the king erected other edifices at Jericho also,

between the citadel Cypros ' and the former palace, which
were better and more convenient for dwelling in, and named
them after the same friends of his. In short, there was

' North of the Temple. Jewish War, i. 3, § 3.

* Herod's palace occupied the ground to the south of the Tower of
David, at Jerusalem.

' From Sebastus, the Greelt version of Augustus. Sebustieh. Jewish
War, i. 2, § 7.

' Coesarea Philippi. Bdnias. Antiq. xv. 10, §3; xvii. 8, § 1 ; xviii.

2, § 1 ; XX. 9, § 4. Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1 ; iii. 9, § 7 ; vii. 2, § 1.

' Possibly Beit Jubr et-Tahtdni. Antiq. xvi. 5, § 2. Jewish War,
1.21, §9; ii. 18, §6.
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not any place in his kingdom fit for the purpose, that was
permitted to be without something for the emperor's honour,
and when he had filled his own country with temples to

him, he showed him the like marks of honour all over the
province, and built in many cities temples in honour of
Caesar Augustus.

§ 5. And when he observed that there was a city by the
seaside, that was much decayed, called Strato's Tower,'
and that the place, from its convenient situation, was
capable of great improvements from his liberality, he re-

built it all with white stone, and adorned it with several

most splendid palaces, and in^it especially showed his natu-

ral munificence. For all the seashore between Dora ^ and
Joppa,^ betweenwhich places this city is situated,had no good
haven, insomuch that every one that sailed from Phoenice

for Egypt had to toss about out at sea because of the
south wind that threatened them ; for if that wind blows
but a little fresh, such vast waves are raised and dash upon
the rocks, that upon their ebb the sea is in a great ferment
for a long way. But the king by great expense and liberality

overcame nature, and built a haven larger than the Pirseus,*

and in its recesses built other deep stations for ships also.

§ 6. Now although the place was very ill adapted for his

purpose, yet did he so fully struggle with its difficulty,

that the firmness of his work could not easily be conquered
by the sea, and the beauty and ornament of the work was
such, as if he had not had any difficulty in its construction.

For when he had measured out as large a space for the
harbour as I have mentioned, he let down stones into

twenty fathoms of water, of which most were fifty feet

in length, and nine in depth, and ten in breadth, and
some larger still. And when that depth was filled up, he
enlarged the wall which thus already stood out above the
sea to two hundred feet, one hundred of which was built out
in order to break the force of the waves, whence it was called

Procumia,' and the rest of the space was under a stone
wall that ran round the harbour. On this wall were very

' Csesarea Palsestina. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.
= Tantirah. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2. ^ Jaffa.
* The harbour of Athens.
' That is, break-water. The ruins can still be seen.
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large towers, the principal and most beautiful of which,
was called Drusium from Drusus, who was step-son of
Caesar Augustus.

§ 7. There were also a great number of crypts, where
mariners could put in at ; and all the space before them
round about was a terrace and broad walk for those that
came on shore. And the entrance was on the north, be-
cause the north wind was there the most gentle of all

the winds. At the mouth of the haven there were on
each side three great Colossuses supported by pillars, of
which those on the left hand as one sails in are sup-
ported by a solid tower, but those on the right hand are
supported by two upright stones joined together, and
larger than the tower on the other side of the entrance.
And houses, built also themselves of white stone, were
close to the haven, and the narrow streets of the city led
down to it, which were built at equal distances from one
another. And opposite the mouth of the haven, upon
an elevation, was a temple of Caesar Augustus, excel-

lent both for beauty and size ; and in it was a colossal

statue of Caesar Augustus, as big as the Olympian Zeus,
from which it was copied, and a statue of Home, as big as

that of Hera at Argos. And he dedicated the city to the
province, and the haven to those that sailed there, but the
honour of the founding of the city he ascribed to Caesar

Augustus, and called it Caesarea accordingly.

§ 8. He also bmlt the other edifices, as the amphitheatre,

and theatre, and market-place, in a manner worthy of

the name of the city. And he appointed games every

fifth year, and called them in like manner Caesar's Games;
and he first offered himself the largest prizes in the
hundred and ninety-second Olympiad, in which games not
only the victors themselves, but also those that came in

second and even third, were partakers of the royal bounty.

He also rebuilt Anthedon,' a city that lay on the coast,

and had been demolished in the wars, and called it Agrip-
peum ; indeed, he had so very great a kindness for his

friend Agrippa, that he had his name engraven upon the

gate which he had himself erected in the temple.

' Jewish War. i. 4, § 2.

IV. G



82 THE WOEKS OF PLAVITTS JOSEPHTTS. [bOOK I.

§ 9. Herod was also a lover of his father, if any person

ever was, for he built as a memorial of his father a city in

the finest plain that was in his kingdom, which had rivers

and trees in abundance, and called it A2itipa,tris.' He also

built a wall round a citadel that lay above Jericho, and was
very strong and handsome, and dedicated it to his mother,

and called it Cypros. Moreover, he dedicated a tower that

was at Jerusalem, to his brother Phasaelus,' and called it

by his name. Its structure, size, and magnificence, I shall

describe hereafter. He also built another city in the

valley that leads northwards from Jericho, and called it

Phasaelis.^

§ 10. And as he thus handed down to eternity his family

and friends, so did he not neglect a memorial of himself, but
built a fortress upon a mountain towards Arabia, and
called it after himself Herodium ;

* and he called a hill that

was the shape of a woman's breast, and was sixty furlongs

from Jerusalem, by the same name, and bestowed m.uch

curious art upon it at lavish expense. For he built round
towers all about the top of it, and filled the enclosure with

the most costly palaces, so that not only the sight of the

inner apartments was splendid, but great wealth was ex-

pended on the outer walls and cornices and roofs. He
also brought a quantity of water from a great distance at

vast cost, and raised an ascent to it of two hundred steps

of the whitest marble, for the elevation for this reservoir

was a fair height and entirely artificial. He also built

other palaces at the bottom of the hill, large enough to,

receive the furniture that was put into them and his

friends also ; so that from its containing all necessaries

the fortress might seem to be a city, but from its area a
palace only.

§ 11. And when he had built thus much, he exhibited the

greatness of his soul to very many foreign cities. For he

' Rds el-Ain. Jewish War, i. 4, § 7.
'' The ' Tower of David,' near the ' Jaffa Gate,' Jerusalem. Antiq.

xvi. 5, § 2 : xvii. 10, § 2. Jewish War, ii. 3, § 2 ; 17, § 8 ; v. 4, § 3 ;

vii. 1, § 1.

' Fnsdtl. Antiq. xvi. 5, § 2 ; xvii. 8, § 1 ; xviii. 2, § 2. Jewish
War, ii. 9, § 1.

• Jebel Furcidis. Jewish War, i. 13, § 8.
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built gymnasiums at Tripolis ' and Damascus and Ptole-

mais,^ and a wall round Byblus,' and arcades and porticoes

and temples and market-places at Berytus* and Tyre/ and
theatres at Sidon" and Damascus. He also built an aque-
duct for those Laodiceans'^ who lived by the sea-side ; and
for those of Asealon he built baths and costly fountains, as

also colonnades that were admirable both for their work-
manship and size. Moreover, he dedicated groves and
meadows to some people ; and not a few cities had lands

of his donation, as if they were parts of his own kingdom.
He also bestowed annual revenues for ever on the offices

of gymnasiarchs, appointing for them, as for the people of

Cos,^ that prizes should never be wanting. He also gave
corn to all who wanted it, and frequently ' conferred upon
the people of Rhodes '° large sums of money for building

ships. And when Apollo's temple had been burnt down, he
rebuilt it at his own expense, but handsomer than before.

Why need I speak of the presents he made to the Lycians "

and Samians," or of his great liberahty through aU Ionia,"

according to everybody's wants ? And are not the Athe-
nians, and Laeedsemonians, and Nicopolitans," and Per-

gamus " in Mysia, full of donations that Herod presented

them with ? And as for the street of Antioch in Syria," did

not he pave it with polished marble, though it was twenty

furlongs long, and shunned by all men before, because it

was full of mud, and did he not adorn it with a portico of

the same length to take shelter in. from the rain ?

' Tarabuliis, on the Syrian coast. Antiq. xii. 10, § 1 ; xiii. 10, § 2.

' 'Akka. ' Jebeil, the Gebal of Ezek. xxvii. 9.

* Beirut. Antiq. xvi. 11, § 2 ; xvii. 10, § 9 ; xix. 7, § 5 ; xx. 9, § 4.

Jewish War, i. 27, § 2 ; ii. 5, § 1 ; vii. 3, § 1.

* Siir. Jewish War, i. 18, § 5.

= Saida. Jewish War, i. 13, § 1.

' The people of Laodicea. Jewish War, i. 1 1 , § 7.

« One of the Sporades. Antiq. sir. 7, § 2 ; 10, § 15 ; xvi. 2, § 2.

' TToXKaxov Kai I omit as a gloss.
'0 Jewish War, i. 14, § 3.

'^ The people of Lycia. Jewish War, ii. 16, § 4.

'^ The people of the island of Samos. Antiq. xvi. 2, § 2.

" Antiq. i. 6, § 1 ; xvi. 2, § 3.
'* The people of Nicopolis, near Pr^vesa. Antiq. xvi. 5, § 3.

'^' Jewish War, i. 9, § 3.
" Antioeh on the Orontes, now Aatdkia. Antiq. xvi. 5, § 3.
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§ 12. But perhaps some one may say, these -were favours
peculiar to particular places, but his donation to the people
of Elis' was not only common to all Grreece, but to all the
world, to which the glory of the Olympic games reached.

For when he perceived that they were coming to nothing
for want of money, and that the only vestige of ancient

Greece was disappearing, he not only became a president

of the games in that quinquennial celebration, which iu his

sailing to Home he happened to be present at, but he settled

upon them revenues of money in perpetuity, insomuch that

his memory as a president of the games there can never
fail. It would be an infinite task if I should detaU. his

remissions of debts or tributes, as he eased the people
of Phasaelis^ and Balanea,^ and the small cities about
CUicia,'' of the annual taxes they before paid. However,
the greatness of his soul was very much disturbed by the
fear that he should excite envy, or seem to hunt after-

greater things than he ought, in bestowing more liberal

gifts upon these cities than their own masters had.

§ 13. Now Herod had a body suited to his soul, and
was ever a most excellent hunter, in which sport he gene-

rally had great success owing to his skill in riding, for in

one day he once killed forty wild beasts. His country
breeds boars, and is especially full of stags and wild asses.

He was also such a warrior as could not be withstood,

and many have marvelled at his skill at the butts, when
they saw him a most straight javelin-thrower, and a most
unerring archer. And in addition to this excellence of
mind and body, fortune was also very favourable to him.
For he seldom failed of success in war; and when he
failed, he was not himself the cause of such failure, but>

he was either betrayed by some, or the rashness of his own
soldiers procured his defeat.

' The people of Elis in the Peloponnesos.
" Jewish War, i. 21, § 9.

^ Banias, between Laodicea, Latajeieh, and Antaradus, Tarius.
* The modern province of Adana in Asia Minor. Antiq. i. 6, § 1 ; ix.

10, § 2 ; xiii. 13, § 5. Jewish War, i. 4, § 3 ; 7, § 7.
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CHAP. xxn.

The Murder of the High Priests Aristobulus and Hyrcanus,
as also of Mariamne the Queen.

§ 1-

HOWEVER, fortune had a Nemesis against Herod for

his external success, by raising Mm up domestic
troubles, and he began to be unhappy on account of his

wife, of whom he was very fond. For when he became
king, he put away her whom he had married when he
was a private person, a native of Jerusalem, whose
name was Doris, and married Mariamne, the daughter of

Alexander, the son of Aristobulus ; on whose account dis-

turbances arose in his family, and that very soon, but
chiefly after his return from Eome. For first of all, he
banished from Jerusalem Antipater the son of Doris, for

the sake of his sons by Mariamne, and permitted him to

come there at no other times than at the festivals. After
this he slew his wife's grandfather, Hyrcanus, when he
returned to him from Parthia, on a suspicion of plot-

ting against him. This Hyrcanus had been carried captive

by Barzapharnes, when he overran Syria, and those of his

own country beyond the Euphrates were desirous he would
stay with them, moved by pity. Ajid had he listened

to them, when they exhorted him not to go over the

river to Herod, he would not have perished. But the

marriage of his granddaughter Mariamne ensnared him to

his death ; for as he relied upon that, and was very fond
of his own country, he returned to it. Now Herod's irri-

tation against him was, not that Hyrcanus made any at-

tempt to gain the kingdom, but that the kingdom properly

belonged to him.

§ 2. Now of the five children that Herod had by
Mariamne, two were daughters, and three were sons. And
the youngest of these sons was educated at Eome, and there

died ; and the two eldest he treated as royal blood be-

cause of the exalted rank of their mother, and because he

was king when they were born. But what was stronger
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than all this was the love he bore to Mariamne, which in-

flamed him every day to a greater degree, so that he felt

none of the troubles that arose on account of her he loved.

But Mariamne' s hatred to him was not inferior to his love

for her. She had, indeed, just cause of indignation for what
he had done, while her boldness proceeded from his affec-

tion for her ; so she openly reproached him with what he
had done to her grandfather Hyrcanus, and to her brother

Aristobulus. For he had not spared this Aristobulus,

though he was but a lad, for when he had given him the high

priesthood at the age of seventeen, he had him slain imme-
diately after he had conferred that dignity upon him ; for

when Aristobulus had put on the holy vestments, and had
approached the altar at a festival, the assembled multitude

wept for joy ; whereupon the lad was sent by night to

Jericho, and was there dipped by the Galati, at Herod's
command, in a swimming-bath till he was drowned.

§ 3. For these reasons Mariamne reproached Herod and
his sister and mother with dreadful abuse. And he was
dumb on account of his affection for her : but the women
were very vexed with her, and raised a calumny against

her, that she was false to Herod's bed: which thing they

thought most likely to move him to anger. They also con-

trived many other things to make it appear more credible,

and accused her of having sent her picture into Egypt to

Antony, and in her extravagant lust of having thus shown
herself, though she was absent, to a man that was mad
after women, and had it in his power to force her. This

charge fell like a thunderbolt upon Herod, and greatly

troubled him, especially as his love to her made him jealous,

and as he also reflected on the cruelty of Cleopatra, owing
to whom Lysanias the king had been taken off, and Mali-
chus the Arabian. For he measured his danger not only

by the loss of his wife but also his life.

§ 4. When, therefore, he was about to take a journey

abroad, he committed his wife to Joseph, his sister Salome's

husband, as to one who would be faithful to him, and bore

him good-will on account of their connection by marriage,

giving him secret injunctions, if Antony slew him, that

he would slay her. But Joseph without any evil intention,

and only in order to prove the king's love to his wife, so
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that he could not bear to think of being separated from her
even by death itself, discovered this secret to her. And
when Herod was come back, and in the familiar intercourse

of marriage confirmed his love to her by many oaths, and
assured her that he had never loved any other woman as

he had her ;
" To be sure," said she, " you proved your

love to me by the injunctions you gave Joseph, when you
commanded him to kill me."

§ 6. When he heard this secret, he was like a distracted

man, and said that Joseph would never have disclosed that

injunction of his, unless he had seduced her ; and his

passion made him stark mad, and he leaped off the bed, and
ran about the palace in a wild manner. Meantime his

sister Salome took advantage of this to blast Mariamne's
reputation, and confirm Herod's suspicion about Joseph.

And so in his ungovernable jealousy and rage, he com-
manded both of 'them to be slain immediately; but as

soon as ever his passion was over, he repented of what he

had done, and, as soon as his anger was worn off, his love

was kindled again. And, iadeed, his passionate desire for

Mariamne was so ardent, that he could not think she was
dead, but in his sorrow talked to her as if she were stiU

alive until taught by time, and grieved, now she was dead,

as much as he had loved her while she was living.

CHAP. xxni.

Calumnies against the Sons of Mariamne. Antipater is

preferred before them. They are accused before Augustus,

and Herod is reconciled to them.

§1-

NOW Mariamne's sons inherited their mother's hate,

and when they considered the greatness of Herod's

abominable guUt, they were suspicious of their father as of

an enemy, even earlier when they were educated at Kome,

but stiU more when they had returned to Judaea. This idea

of theirs increased as they grew up to be men. Now when

they were come to an age fit for marriage, one of them
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married the daughter of their aunt Salome, who had been
the accuser of their mother, and the other married the

daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappadocia. And now
they used boldness in speaking, as well as bore hate in

their minds. And those that calumniated them took a

handle from their boldness, and some of them told the king
now more plainly that there were treacherous designs laid

against him by both his sons, and that the one that was
son-in-law to Archelaus, relying upon his father-in-law,

was making preparations for flight to accuse Herod before

Augustus. And when Herod was quite poisoned against

them by these calumnies, he recalled Antipater, his son by
Doris, from exile, as a bulwark against his other sons, and
began in every way to treat him with more distinction than
them.

§ 2. But this change in their affairs was intolerable to

these sons, for when they saw him advanced that was the

son of a private woman, the nobility of their birth made
them imable to contain their indignation ; but whenever
they were vexed, they showed their anger. And as they
gave more and more offence every day, Antipater began
already to look out for his own interest, being very clever in

flattering his father, and in contriving various calumnies
against his brothers, telling some stories of them himself,

and suborning his friends to spread abroad other stories

against them, tiU. he entirely cut his brothers off from all

hopes of succeeding to the kingdom. For he was already

put publicly in his father's vsdll as his successor : so he
was sent with royal ornaments, and other marks of royalty,

except the diadem, to Augustus. He was also able in

time to introduce his mother again into Mariamne's bed.

The two weapons he made use of against his brothers were
flattery and calumny, whereby he brought matters privately

to such a pass that the king thought of putting his sons
to death.

§ 3. So Herod dragged Alexander with him as far

as Rome, and charged him with attempting to poison him
before Augustus. Alexander could hardly speak for

grief, but having a judge that was more skilful than
Antipater, and more wise than Herod, he modestly avoided
laying any imputations against his father, but very ably



CHAP. XXIII.j THE JEWISH WAE. 89

«leared himself of the calumnies laid against him ; and
when he had proved the innocence of his brother, who
was in the same danger as himself, he then bewailed the
craftiness of Antipater, and the dishonour done to him
and his brother. He was enabled also to justify himself,

not only by a clear conscience, but also by his eloquence
;

for he was a very clever speaker. And upon his saying
at last, that if their father brought this charge against
them, it was in his power to put them to death, he made
everybody present weep ; and brought Augustus to that

pass, as to reject the accusation, and to reconcile Herod
to them immediately. And the conditions of reconcilia-

tion were these, that they should in all things be obedient

to their father, and that he should have power to leave the

Mngdom to whoever he pleased.

§ 4. After this the king returned from Rome, and
seemed to have acquitted his sons of these charges, but
still was not without some suspicion of them. Por he was
accompanied by Antipater, who was the fountain-head of

these accusations, but who did not openly show his

hatred to them, as he stood in awe of him that had recon-

ciled them. And as Herod sailed by Cilicia he touched at

Eleusa,' where Axchelaus treated them in the most hospi-

table manner, and gave Herod thanks for the safety of

his son-in-law, and was much pleased at the reconcilia-

tion ; for he had lost no time in writing to his friends at

Rome to assist Alexander at his trial. And he conducted

Herod as far as Zephyrium,^ and made him. presents to the

value of thirty talents.

§ 5. Now when Herod had returned to Jerusalem, he

gathered the people together, and presented to them his

three sons, and gave an account of the reason of his

absence, and thanked God greatly, and Caesar Augustus
also, for settling his house when it was in a state of con-

fusion, and for procuring concord among his sons, which
was of greater consequence than the kingdom. " I will

render this concord still more firm," he added, " for

Augustus has put it into my power to dispose of the king-

' Near the river Lamas. Antiq. xri. 4, § 6; 10, § 7.

^ On the coast of Cilicia, near the mouth of the Calycadnus Giik Su.



90 THE WOEKS OP FLAVITTS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK I,

dom, and to appoint my successor. Accorditigly, hj way
of requital for his kindness, and for mine own advantage,
I do declare, that my three sons here shall all be kings,

and first I pray for the approbation of G-od, and next I
desire your approval in this matter. The age of one of

them, and the nobility of the other two, recommend them
for the succession. Nay, indeed, my kingdom is so large,

that it is suflcient for even more kings. Now do you up-
hold those whom Augustus has united, and their father

has appointed ; and do not pay undue or unequal respect

to them, but to every one according to the order of their

birth ; for he that pays such respect unduly, will not thereby
make him that is honoured beyond what his age requires so
joyful, as he will make him that is dishonoured sorrowful.

As for the kindred and friends that are to associate with
them, I will appoint them for each of them, and will so con-

stitute them that they may be securities for their concord

:

for I am well aware that the malignity of those with whom
they associate will produce quarrels and contentions among
them ; but if those with whom they associate be good, they
will preserve their natural affections for one another. But
still I desire, that not these only, but all the captains of my
army, place for the present their hopes on me alone. For I
do not hand over my kingdom to my sons, but give them
royal honotirs only; whereby they will enjoy the sweets of
government as rulers, but the burden of administration will

rest upon me, even if I do not wish for it. And let every one
consider my age, and the conduct of my life, and my piety.

For my age is not so great, that men may soon expect the
end of my life ; nor have I indulged in such a luxurious way
of living as cuts men off when they are young ; and I have
been so religious towards God, that I have reason to hope
I may arrive at a very great age. So he that pays court
to my sons with a view to deposing me shall be punished
by me for such conduct. I am not one who envy my
own children or forbid men to pay them respect, but I
know that extravagant respect is the way to make them
insolent. And if every one that comes near them does
but consider this, that if he proves a good man, he shall

receive a reward from me, but if he sows discord, his
malignity shall get him nothing from him to whom he
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pays court, I suppose all -will study my interests, which are
also those of my sons ; for it wiU be for their advantage-
that I reign, and continue in concord with them. And do
you, my good sons, reflect first upon the sacred ties of

nature, by which natural affection is preserved even among
wild beasts ; and next reflect upon the emperor who has
made this reconciliation among us ; and, in the third place,,

reflect upon me, who entreat you to do what I have power
to command you, and continue as brothers. I give you
already royal robes and royal honours ; and I pray to God
to uphold my decision, if you live in concord with one-

another." When the king had thus spoken, and lovingly

embraced every one of his sons, he dismissed the multitude,

some of whom wished that what he had said might take-

effect, but those who desired change pretended that they

had not heard what he said.

CHAP. XXIV.

The Malice of Antvpater and Doris. Alexander is very un-

easy on Glaphyra's Account. Herod pardons Pheroras

and Salome. Herod's Eunuchs are tortured, and Alexander

is put in bonds.

BUT the dissension between the brothers still accom-
panied them when they parted, and the suspicions they

had of one another grew worse. For Alexander and Aris-

tobulus were much vexed that the privilege of the first-bom

was confirmed to Antipater, and Antipater was very angry

that his brothers were to succeed him. But he, being very

crafty, knew how to hold his tongue, and used a great deal

of cunning, and so concealed the hatred he had to them

;

while they, relying on the nobility of their births, had
every thing upon their tongues which was in their minds.

-

Many also exasperated them further, and several [seeming]

friends insinuated themselves into intimacy with them to-

spy out what they did. So every thing that was said by
Alexander was at once brought to Antipater, and from
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Antipater it was carried to Herod with additions. Nor
•could the young man say anything in the simplicity of his

heart without giving offence, but what he said was still

turned to calumny against him, and if he had been at any
"time a little free in his conversation, the greatest imputa-
tions were forged from the smallest occasions. Antipater
also was perpetually employing persons to provoke him to

speak, that the lies he told about him might seem to have
some foundation of truth ; and if, among the many stories

that were spread abroad, but one could be proved true, that

was supposed to imply the rest to be true also. As to Anti-
pater's friends, they were aU. either naturally close, or had
been bribed to be so, so that no secrets got abroad by them

;

nor would any one be wrong if he called the life of Antipater
a mystery of wickedness. For he either corrupted Alex-
ander's suite with money, or got into their favour by
flatteries ; by which two means he gained aU his designs,

and induced them to betray their master, and to reveal all

that he did or said. Thus did he act his part very cunningly
in all points, and wound his way to Herod by his calumnies
vpith the greatest art, assuming the character of a kind
brother, but suborning other men to inform of them. And
when any thing was reported against Alexander, he would
come forward and play his part, and beginning by affecting

to disbelieve what was said, would afterwards so con-

trive matters privately, that the king should be more in-

censed at him. His main aim was to lay snares, and to make
it appear that Alexander was watching his opportunity to

kiU his father ; for nothing afforded so much confirmation
to these calumnies as did Antipater's apologies for him.

§ 2. By these methods Herod was exasperated, and,
in proportion as his natural affection to the young men
every day diminished, so did it increase toward Antipater.
The courtiers also inclined to the same conduct, some of
their own accord, and others by the king's injunction, as
Ptolemy, the king's most honoured friend, as also the
king's brothers, and aU his family. For Antipater was
;all in all : and what was most mortifying to Alexander,
Antipater's mother was also all in aU; and she intrigued
against them, and was more harsh than a step-mother,
;and hated the queen's sons even more than it is usual
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to hate step-sons. All men therefore already began to
pay court to Antipater in hopes of self-interest, and the-

king's commands alienated every body from Alexander and.

his brother, as he charged his most intimate friends, that,

they should not come near them, nor pay any regard to
them. Herod was also terrible, not only to those in his
kingdom, but also to his friends abroad; for Augustus
had given to no other king such a privilege as he had
given to him, namely, that he might fetch back any one
that fled from him, even from a city that was not in his

jurisdiction. Now the young m.en were ignorant of the
calumnies raised against them, so that being ofi their guard
they were the more exposed to them, for their father dii
not make any public complaints against either of them,,

though they saw by degrees how things were from his cold-

ness to them, and because he was more and more harsh with
them when anything offended him in their conduct. Anti-

pater also made their uncle Pheroras their enemy, and
their aunt Salome, as he was always courting her, as i£ she'

were his wife, and irritating her against them. Moreover,
Alexander's wife, Grlaphyra, augmented her hatred against

them, by talking of her own noble lineage, and declaring that

she was superior to aU the women in the kingdom, being

descended on her father's side from Temenus, and on her
mother's side from Darius, the son of Hystaspes. She also

frequently twitted Herod's sister and wives with their

low extraction, for every one of his wives had been chosen

by him for their beauty, and not for their family. Now
those wives of his were not a few, it being of old per-

mitted to the Jews to marry many wives ; ' and Herod de-

lighted in many, all of whom hated Alexander on account

of Glaphyra's pride and insults.

§ 3. Aristobulus also had quarrelled with his mother-in-

law Salome, who was angry enough before at Glaphyra's

' That it was an immemorial custom among the Jews, and their

forefathers, the patriarchs, to have sometimes more wives, or wives and
concubines, than one at the same time, and that this polygamy was not

directly forbidden by the law of Moses, is evident ; but that polygamy-

was ever properly and distinctly permitted in that law of Moses, in the

places here cited by Dean Aldrich, Deut. xvi. 16, 17, or rxi. 15, or in-

deed anywhere else, does not appear to me.—W.
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abuse. For he perpetually upbraided his -wifewitli her low

extraction, and complained that he had married a woman of

no rank, while his brother Alexander had married a princess.

At this Salome's daughter wept, and told her mother what
lie said with the addition, that Alexander and Aristobulus

threatened the mothers of their other brothers, that when
they should come to the crown, they would make them weave
with the female slaves, and would make their brothers coun-

try scribes, jeering at them for their careful education. At
tMs Salome could not contain her anger, but told all to

Herod ; nor could her testimony be suspected, as it was
against her own son-in-law. Therewas also another calumny
that spread abroad, and inflamed the king's anger. For he

heard that these sons of his were perpetually speaking of

their mother, and among their lamentations for her did

not abstain from cursing him ; and that often, when he

made presents of any of Mariamne's dresses to his later

wives, his sons threatened, that soon, instead of royal gar-

ments, they should clothe themselves in haircloth.

§ 4. Now though Herod on these accounts was somewhat
afraid of the young men's high spirit, yet did he not

despair of bringing them to a better mind ; so before he

went to Rome, where he was now going by sea, he called

them to him, and threatened them a little as a king,

but in the main admonished them as a father, and exhorted

them to love their brothers, and told them that he would
pardon their past offences, if they would be better for the

time to come. But they cleared themselves of the charges

laid against them, and said they were false, and main-
tained that their actions were sufficient vindication. They
said also that Herod ought to shut his ears against such

tales, and not to be too credulous, for people would never

be wanting to tell lies against them, so long as any would
give ear to them.

§ 5. When they had in this way soon persuaded him, as

being their father, they got rid of their fear for the present,

but they saw reason for sorrow for the future ; for they
knew that Salome and their uncle Pheroras were their

enemies. And both of these were important and dangerous
persons, and especially Pheroras, who was a partner with

Herod in aU the kingdom, except that he had no diadem,



CHAP. XXIV.

J

THE JEWISH WAE. 95

and had also a hundred talents of his own income, and
enjoyed the revenues of aU the land beyond the Jordan,
which he had received as a gift from his brother, who
had also made him a tetrarch (having asked that favour
of Augustus), and given him a wife out of the royal family,

namely, his own wife's sister, and after her death had
solemnly betrothed to him^ his own eldest daughter, with
a dowry of three hundred talents ; but Pheroras had
refused this royal marriage because of his love for a
certain maid-servant. At this Herod was very angry,
and gave that daughter in marriage to a brother's son
of his, who was afterwards slain by the Parthians, but
soon laid aside his anger against Pheroras, and pardoned
his infatuation for the maid-servant.

§ 6. Pheroras had indeed been accused long before, while

the queen was still alive, of having designed to poison

Herod ; and there came now so very great a number of in-

formers, that though Herod was exceedingly fond of his

brother, he was induced to believe what was said, and to

be afraid. And when he had brought many of those that

were under suspicion to the torture, he came at last to

Pheroras' own friends ; none of whom distinctly admitted
any plot, but owned that he had made preparations to carry

ofE this maid-servant whom he loved, and run away to the

Parthians, and that Costobarus, the husband of Salome, to

whom the king had given her in marriage, after her former

husband had been put to death for adultery, was cognizant

of his intended flight. Nor did Salome escape all calumny
herself; for her brother Pheroras accused her of having
made an agreement to marry Syllseus (the procurator of

Obodas, Mng of Arabia), who was a very bitter enemy of

Herod. But though she was convicted of this, and of aU
that Pheroras had accused her of, she obtained her pardon.

The king also pardoned Pheroras himself the crimes he

was accused of.

§ 7. Thus the storm that threatened the whole family

.shifted to Alexander, and all of it burst upon his head.

There were three eunuchs who were in the highest esteem
with the king, as was plain by the offices they held about
his person ; for one of them was appointed his butler,

.another of them brought in his supper, and the third put
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him to bed, and lay with him. Now Alexander had induced
these eunuchs by large gifts to be his pathics. And when
this was told to the king, they were put to the torture, and
at once confessed the immoral relations he had had with
them. They also disclosed the promises by which they had
been induced to behave so, and how they were deluded by
Alexander, who had told them that they ought not to fix

their hopes upon Herod, a shameless old man who dyed his

hair (and perhaps they thought him young on that account),

but they ought to pay their court to him, who was sure

to be his successor in the kingdom, whether he Uked or

not, and who in no long time would avenge himself on his

enemies, and make his friends happy and blessed, and
themselves most so of all. They added that influential

men already paid court to Alexander privately, and that
the generals of the arm.y and other officers secretly waited
upon him.

§ 8. These confessions so terrified Herod, that he durst

not immediately make them pubhc, but he privately sent

spies abroad by night and day, and made a close inquiry

into all that was done and said, and put all who were sus-

pected of treason to death. Thus the palace was full of

horrible injustice. Tor everybody forged calumnies, ac-

cording as they were in a state of enmity or hatred against

others, and many abused the king's thirst for blood
against those with whom they had quarrels. And lies

were easily believed, and punishments were inflicted sooner

than the calumnies were forged : and he who had just

been accusing another, was accused himself, and was led

away to execution with him whom he had convicted ; for-

the danger the king was in of his life cut inquiries very
short. He also proceeded to such a degree of bitter-

ness, that he could not look pleasant even at any of those-

that were not accused, but was most savage even to his
friends. Indeed, he forbade a great many of them to come-

to court, and spoke harshly to those whom he had not
power actually to injure. As for Antipater, he intrigued

against Alexander afresh, now he was in misfortune, and
got a band of his kinsmen together, and raised all sorts

of calumnies against him. And the king was brought to

such a degree of terror by these prodigious slanders and
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inventions, that he fancied he saw Alexander coming to

him with a drawn sword in his hand. So he had him
arrested immediately and put into prison, and proceeded
to examine his friends by torture, most of whom died
silently, for they would not say anything against their

consciences ; but some, being forced to speak falsely by
the pain, said that Alexander and his brother Aristobulus

had conspired against Herod, and watched for an oppor-
tunity to kill him as he was hunting, and then intended

to flee to Eome. These accusations, though they were far

from plausible, and only made up on the spur of the

moment from the great torture they were in, were gladly

believed by the king, who thought it some comfort not to

appear to have put his son into prison unjustly.

CHAP. XXV.

Archelaus effects a Reconciliation between Alexander and
Pheroras and Serod..

§1-

NOW Alexander, since he saw it was impossible to

change his father's mind, resolved to meet his calami-

ties ; so he composed four books against his enemies, and

confessed to a conspiracy, but declared also that most of

them were accomplices with him, and especially Pheroras

and Salome; nay, he declared that Salome one night

forced him against his will to lie with her. These books

were put into Herod's hands, and raised a great clamour

against influential persons. And Archelaus hurried to

Judaea, being frightened for his son-in-law and daughter
;

and he came as a very prudent helper to them, and by his

astuteness prevented the king's carrying out his threats.

For when he was come to him, he cried out at once,

" Where in the world is this accursed son-in-law of mine ?

Where shaU. I see that parricidal head, which I will tear

to pieces with my own hands ? I will do the same a,lso to

my daughter, who has such a fine husband: for if she

has not been a partner in the plot, yet, by being the wife

IT. H
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of such a wretcli, she is polluted. And I wonder at your
patience, after having been thus plotted against, if Alex-
ander is still alive. For I came with what haste I could
from Cappadocia, for I expected to find he had paid the
penalty long ago ; hut I desired to consider with you the
case of my daughter, whom I had given to him in mar-
riage, out of regard to you and your rank. But now we
must take counsel about them both. And if your paternal
affection is so great, that you cannot punish your son, who
has plotted against you, let us exchange our right hands,
and succeed one to the other in expressing our rage upon
this occasion."

§ 2. By this pompous oration Archelaus got Herod to
remit his purpose somewhat, though he was very deter-

mined. And Herod gave him the books which Alexander
had composed to read, and as he perused every chapter,

considered it with him. And Archelaus took opportunity
from this for his stratagem, and by degrees shifted the
blame to the persons whose names were in these books,
and especially to Pheroras. And when he saw that the
king believed him, he said, '' We must consider whether
the young man be not himself plotted against by so

many wicked wretches, and not you plotted against by the
young man. For I cannot see any reason for his falling

into so abominable a crime, since he enjoys the advan-
tages of royalty already, and has the hope of being one
of your successors, unless indeed some persons urge him
to it, who abuse the easiness of youth ; for not only are
young men sometimes imposed upon by such persons, but
old men also, and sometimes the most illustrious families
and whole kingdoms overturned."

§ 3. Herod assented to what he said, and by degrees
abated of his anger against Alexander, but was exasperated
with Pheroras ; for he was the principal subject of the four
books. So Pheroras, perceiving this sudden change on the
part of the king, and observing that Archelaus' friendship
was now all powerful with Herod, and that he had no honour-
able method of preserving himself, procured his safety by
impudence. So he left Alexander, and had recourse to Ar-
chelaus. And Archelaus told him that he did not see how
he could get him excused, now he was involved in so many
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charges, by which it was clearly proved that he had plotted

against the king, and had been the cause of that evil plight

which the young man was now in, unless he would leave

off his cunning, and cease to deny what he was charged with,

and confess his guilt, and implore pardon of his brother,

who stUl loved him. ; and if he would do so, he would
afford him all the assistance in his power.

§ 4. With this advice Pheroras complied, and so at-

tiring himself as might most move compassion, he came
with a black garment and tears in his eyes, and threw
himself down at Herod's feet, as often as he got an oppor-

tunity, and begged pardon for what he had done, and
confessed himself a guilty Tvretch, who had done every

thing he had been accused of, and lamented the distraction

of his mind and madness, which his love to a woman had
(he said) brought him to. And when Archelaus had got

Pheroras to accuse and bear witness against himself, he
then made excuses for him, and mitigated Herod's anger

towards him by an illustration from his own family his-

tory. For he said that he had suffered much worse treat-

ment from a brother of his own, but preferred the ties of

nature to revenge ; for in kingdoms, as in overgrown bodies,

where some member or other was swollen by the body's

weight, it was not proper to cut off such member, but to

heal it by a gentle method of cure.

§ 5. Upon Archelaus' saying this, and much more to the

same purpose, Herod's displeasure against Pheroras was
mollified; but Archelaus persisted in his indignation

against Alexander, and said he would have his daughter

divorced, and take her away from him, till he induced

Herod to plead in turn for the young man, and that Arche-

laus would let his daughter continue his wife. But Arche-

laus very plausibly told Herod he might marry her to any

one he chose but Alexander, because he (Pheroras) attached

the very greatest importance to keeping up the bonds of affi-

nity with Herod. And when Herod rejoined that his son

would take it as a great favour of him, if he would not dis-

solve the marriage, especially as they had had children, and
as his wife was so loved by the young man, that while she

remained his wife she would be a great safeguard against

his offending, whereas, if she should be once torn away
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from him, she would cause his utter despair (for audacious

enterprises were best quieted by being diverted by home
affections), Archelaus complied with what Herod desired,

but not without apparent reluctance, and was both himself

reconciled to the young man, and reconciled his father to

him also. However, he said he must, by all means, be sent

to Rome to speak with the emperor, because he had al-

ready vrritten him a full account of the whole matter.

§ 6. Such was the end of Archelaus' astuteness, by which
he delivered his son-in-law from the danger he was in : and
after these reconciliations were effected, they spent their

time in feasting and mirth. And when Archelaus went
away, Herod made him a present of seventy talents, and a.

golden throne set with precious stones, and some eunuchs,

and a concubine who was called Pannychis. He also paid

due honour to every one of his friends according to their

merit. In like manner did aU the king's kindred, at his

command, make handsome presents to Archelaus. And he
was conducted on his way by Herod and his nobility as far

as Antioch.

CHAP. XXVI.

How Eurycles calumniated the Sons of Mariamne ; and
how the Testimony of Euaraius of Cos on their behalf was
ineffectual.

§1-

NOW not long afterwards there came into Judaea a man
that was much abler than Archelaus in stratagems,

who not only upset the reconciliation that had been so ably

managed by Archelaus for Alexander, but also proved
the cause of Alexander's destruction. He was a Lace-
daemonian, whose name was Eurycles, who, attracted by
the desire of getting money, came to the kingdom in an
evil hour, for Greece could no longer suffice for his luxury.

He presented Herod with splendid gifts, as a bait to com-
pass his ends, and soon received them back again mul-
tiplied, but he esteemed bare gifts as nothing, unless by
his trafficking he imbrued the kingdom in blood. And
he got round the king by flattery and by clever talking and
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by the lying encomiums which he passed upon him. For
as he soon saw through Herod's character, he said and
did every thing to please him, and so became one of his

most intimate friends. And indeed the king and all that

were about him had a great regard for this Spartan on
account of his country.'

§ 2. Now as soon as this fellow perceived the rotten state

of the family, and the dissensions of the brothers, and the

disposition of the father towards each of them, he chose to

reside in the house of Antipater, but pretended friendship

for Alexander, and falsely claimed to be an old comrade of

Axchelaus. So he was quickly admitted into Alexander's

intimacy as a tried friend. He also soon recommended him-
self to his brother Aristobulus. And when he had tested

the characters of these several persons, he insinuated him-
self into their favour by different ways. But he was prin-

cipally hired by Antipater, and betrayed Alexander, though

he played a double game, reproaching Antipater because,

when he was the eldest son, he overlooked the intrigues of

those who stood in the way of his expectations, and re-

proaching Alexander because he who was son of a queen,

and married to a king's daughter, permitted the son of a

private woman to lay claim to the succession, and that when
he had the very great support of Axchelaus. Nor was
his advice thought to be other than faithful by the young
man, because of his pretended friendship with Archelaus.

And so Alexander, without concealing any thing from
him, lamented to him Antipater's behaviour with re-

gard to himself, and said it was no wonder that Herod,

after he had killed their mother, should deprive them of

her kingdom. At this Eurycles pretended to pity and

sympathize with them. He also, by a bait that he laid

for him, got Aristobulus to say the same things. Thus
did he inveigle both the brothers to make complaints

against their father, and then went to Antipater, and

' The reason why his being a Spartan rendered him acceptable to the

Jews, as we have seen he was, is visible from the public records of the

Jews and Spartans, owning those Spartans to be akin to the Jews, and

derived from their common ancestor Abraham, the first patriarch of the

Jewish nation. See Antiq. xii. 4, § 10; xiii. 5, § 8 ; and 1 Mac. lii.

-.—W.
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carried these secrets to hiin. He also added a fiction of his

own, as if the brothers had laid a plot against him, and
were all but ready to come upon him with their drawn
swords. For this intelligence he received a great sum of
money, and on that account he praised Antipater to his
father, and at last undertook to bring about the death of
Alexander and Aristobulus, and to accuse them before
their father. So he went to Herod, and told him that
he would save his life as a requital for the favours he
had received from him, and would preserve him from,

death by way of return for his kind entertainment. For
he said a sword had long been whetted against him,
and Alexander's right hand had long been stretched out
against him ; but that he (Eurycles) had thwarted Alex-
ander's eagemesss by pretending to co-operate with him
in his design. He stated that Alexander said that Herod
was not content with reigning himself in a kingdom that
belonged to others, and with playing fast and loose with
their mother's kingdom, after he had kiUed her ; but
besides all this he introduced a spurious successor, and
proposed to give the kingdom of their ancestors to that
pestilent fellow Antipater. He also stated that Alexander
said that he would now appease the departed souls of
Hyrcanus and Mariamne, by taking vengeance on Herod

;

for it was not fit for him to succeed such a father on the
throne without bloodshed: and many things happened
every day to provoke him to do so, for he could say nothing
at all but it afforded a handle for calumny against him.
For if any mention were made of nobility of birth even of
others, he was insulted unjustly, for his father would say,

that nobody of course was of noble birth but Alexander,
and that he despised his father on account of his low ex-
traction. If they were at any time hunting, and he said
nothing, he gave offence ; and if he commended any body,
he was called dissembler ; and he always found his father
harsh, and without natural affection for any but Anti-
pater; on which account, if his plot did not succeed he
was very willing to die ; but if he killed his father, he had
sufficient opportunities for saving himself. In the first

place, he had Archelaus his father-in-law, to whom he
could easily flee ; and in the next place he had the em-
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peror, who was ignorant of Herod's character to that day.
For he would not then appear before him with that dread
he had hefore, when his father was there to tenify him,
nor would he then produce only personal charges against
Herod, hut would first openly dwell on the calamities of
the nation, and how they were taxed to death, and next in
what ways of luxury and wicked practices that wealth was
spent which was got by bloodshed, and state what sort of
persons they were that got the national riches, and to
whom their cities had been entrusted. He would then
have inquiry made as to the deaths of his grandfather
and mother, and would openly proclaim aU the plague-
spots of the kingdom ; and on these various accounts he
would not be deemed a parricide.

§ 3. When Eurycles had made this portentous speech
against Alexander, he greatly commended Antipater, as the
only son of his that had an affection for his father, and on
that account was an impediment to the others' plot against
him. Thereupon the king, who had with difficulty kept
down his anger at the earlier part of Eurycles' speech,
was exasperated to an incurable degree. And Antipater
again seized another opportunity to suborn other accusers

against his brothers, and to teU him that they had privately

tampered with Jucundus and Tyrarmus, who had formerly
been the king's masters of the horse, but for some offences

had been now dismissed from that office. Herod was in a
very great rage at this information, and at once ordered
those men to be tortured : but they did not confess any-
thing of what the king had been informed. But a certain

letter was produced, purporting to be written by Alex-

ander to the governor of one of Herod's castles, begging
him to receive him and his brother Aristobulus into the

castle when he had killed his father, and to give them
weapons and what other assistance he could. Alexander
indeed said that this letter was a forgery of Diophantus,
the king's secretary, who was a bold man, and clever in

imitating any one's handwriting, and after he had counter-

feited a great number, he was at last put to death for it.

Herod also ordered the governor of the castle to be tor-

tured, but got nothing out of him of what the accusation

suggested.
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§ 4. However, although Herod found the evidence weak,
he gave orders to have his sons kept in custody, for till

now they had been at liberty. He also called Eurycles,

that pest of his house, and contriver of all these vile

accusations, his saviour and benefactor, and gave him a

reward of fifty talents. Upon this he prevented any accu-

rate account getting abroad of what he had done, by going
immediately into Cappadocia, and there he obtained money
also from Archelaus, having the impudence to say that he
had reconciled Herod to Alexander. He thence passed
into Greece, and used what he had thus wickedly got to the

like wicked purposes. So he was twice accused before

Caesar Augustus of having filled Achaia with sedition, and
and having plundered its cities, and was sent into banish-

ment. Thus was he punished at last for his wicked con-

duct to Aristobulus and Alexander.

§ 5. It is right to contrast the conduct of Euaratus of

Cos with that of this Spartan. For as he was one of Alex-

ander's most intimate friends, and came to him in his

travels at the same time as Eurycles, the king asked him
whether those things of which Alexander was accused
were true ? He assured him upon oath, that he had never
heard any such things from the young men ; but this

testimony availed nothing for the clearing of the poor
wretches ; for Herod was most ready to hearken only to

what was said against them, and every one was most
agreeable to him, who would join him in believing their

guilt, and in expressing their indignation.

CHAP. XXVII.

Herod, hy Augustus' direction, accuses Ms Sons at Berytus.
They are not produced hefore the Gourt, hut yet are con-
demned ; and in a little time they are sent to Sebaste, and
strangled there.

§1-
MOEEOVEE, Salome increased Herod's savageness

against his sons; for Aristobulus was desirous to

bring her, who was his mother-in-law and aunt, into the
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same danger as himself ; so he sent to her to advise her to
see to her safety, and told her, that the king intended to

put her to death, on account of the accusation that was
laid against her, that formerly, when she was anxious to
marry Syllseus the Arabian, she had secretly discovered to
the king's secrets to him who was the king's enemy. Now
this came as the last storm, and entirely overwhelmed the
young men who were in great danger before. For Salome
came running to the king, and informed him of the advice
that had been given her, whereupon he could restrain him-
self no longer, but commanded both the young men to be
imprisoned, and kept apart from one another. He also

sent Yolumnius, the general of the army, to Augustus
speedily, and also his friend Olympus with him, who
carried the informations in writing with them. Now, as

soon as they had sailed to Eome, and delivered the king's

letters, Augustus was mightily troubled at the case of

the young men, but he did not think he ought to take
the power from a father over his sons. So he wrote back
to him, and gave him full authority, but said he would
do well to have a judicial inquiry as to the plot against

him, and to take for his assessors his own kindred and
the governors of the province ; and if his sons were
found guilty, to put them to death ; but if they appeared
to have thought of no more than fleeing from him, to

moderate their punishment in that case.

§ 2. With these directions Herod complied, and went to

Berytus,' where Augustus had ordered, and got the court

assembled. The governors of provinces sat first, as

Augustus' letter had appointed, and Satuminus and Peda-
nius and their lieutenants, among whom was Volumnius
also, the general of the army, and next to them sat the

king's kinsmen and friends, and Salome also andPheroras,

nest to whom sat the principal men of all Syria, except

king Archelaus ; for Herod had a suspicion of him, because

he was Alexander's father-in-law. But he did not produce
his sons in open court, and this was done very cunningly

;

for he knew well enough that, had they but appeared only,

they would certainly have been pitied ; and if they had

I Beirut. Jewish War, i. 21, § 11.



106 THE WORKS OJP PLAVIXJS JOSEPHUS. [BOOK I.

also been suffered to speak, Alexander would easily have

got them acquitted of what they were accused of. But
they were in custody at Platane,' a village of the Sidonians.

§ 3. Now the king got up, and iaveighed against his sons,

as if they were present. As for the accusation indeed that

they had plotted against him, he urged it but faintly,

because he was destitute of proof, but he dwelt before the

court on their abuse, and jests, and insults, and ten

thousand offences against him, which were harder to bear

than death itself. And as nobody contradicted him, he
moved them to pity his case, as though he had been con-

demned himself, now he had gained a bitter victory against

his sons. And he asked every one's sentence, and Satuminus
first gave his, and said that he condemned the young men,
but not to death ; for it was not fit for him, who had
three sons of his own now present, to give his vote for the

death of the sons of another. The two lieutenants also gave
the like vote, and some others also followed their example.

But Yolumnius first voted the more melancholy sen-

tence, and all those that voted after him condemned the

young men to death, some out of flattery, and some out of

hatred to Herod, but none from indignation against the

young men. And now all Syria and Judsea was in great

expectation, and waited for the last act of this tragedy

;

however, nobody supposed that Herod would be so bar-

barous as to put his sons to death. But he dragged them
off to Tyre,'' and sailed thence to Csesarea,' and deliberated

with himself what sort of death the young men should
suffer.

§ 4. Now there was a certain old soldier of the king,

whose name was Tero, who had a son that was very inti-

mate and friendly with Alexander, and also himself per-

sonally loved the young men. This Tero was distracted

from excess of indignation, and at first he cried out
aloud, as he went about, that justice was trampled under
foot, that truth had perished, and nature was confounded,

and that life was full of lawlessness, and said everything

else that passion could suggest to a man who valued not

' See Antiq. xvi. 11, § 2.

" SHr. Jewish War, i. 18, § 5.

' CiEsarea Palaestina, Kaiaariyeh. Jewish War, i, 7, § 7.
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his 0-vm life. And at last lie ventured to go to the king,
and said, " Truly, I thiuk, you are a most unfortunate man,
ia hearkening to most wicked wretches against those that
ought to be dearest to you, for you have frequently resolved
that Pheroras and Salome should be put to death, and yet
you believe them against your sons ; while they, by cutting
ofE your legitimate successors, leave all whoUy to Ajitipater,

choosing such a king as may be thoroughly under their
influence. However, consider whether the death of Anti-
pater's brothers will not make him hated by the soldiers.

For there is nobody who does not pity the young men, and
many of the officers show their indignation at it openly."
Upon his saying this, he named those that showed this-

indignation ; and the king ordered those men, and Tero
himself, and his son, to be arrested immediately.

§ 5. Upon this a certain barber, whose name was Trypho,
leaped up in a kind of madness, and informed of himself,
and said to Herod, " This Tero endeavoured to persuade
me also to cut your throat with my razor when I shaved
you, and promised that Alexander would give me large

presents for so doing." When Herod heard this, he exa-

mined Tero and his son and the barber by the torture ; but
as the others denied the accusation, and the barber said

nothing further, Herod gave orders that Tero should be
racked more severely. Thereupon Tero's son, out of pity

to his father, promised to discover the whole to the king,

if he would spare his father. And when Herod had
agreed to this, he said that his father, at the instigation

of Alexander, had intended to kill him. Now some said

this was made up, to free his father from his torture, and
some said it was true.

§ 6. And now Herod accused the officers and Tero in

an assembly of the people, and brought the people together

in a body against them ; and accordingly they were there put
to death as also the barber, being killed by pieces of wood
and stones that were thrown at them. Herod also sent

his sons to Sebaste,' which is not far from Caesarea, and
ordered them to be strangled there. And his orders being

executed immediately, he commanded that their dead

' Sebnstieh. Jewish War, i. 2, § 7.
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bodies should be brought to the fortress of Alexandrium,'

to be buried with Alexander, their maternal grandfather.

And this was the end of Alexander and Aristobulus.

CHAP, xxvin.

Hoio Antipater is hated by all Men ; and how Herod wanted

to betroth the sons of those that had been slain to his own
kindred ; but Antipater got him to change these proposed

Marriages. Herod's various Wives and Children.

§!•

BUT unconquerable hatred rose up against Antipater

from the nation, now that he had an indisputable title

to the succession, because all knew that he was the person

who had contrived all the calumnies against his brothers.

Moreover, he began to be in no small fear, as he saw the

posterity of those that had been slain growing up. For

Alexander had two sons by Glaphyra, Tigranes and Alex-

ander ; and Aristobulus had three sons, Herod and
Agrippa and Aristobulus, and two daughters, Herodias

and Mariamne, by Salome's daughter Berenice. As for

Grlaphyra, Herod, as soon as he had killed Alexander, sent

her back to Cappadocia with her dowry, but married

Berenice, Aristobulus' widow, to the brother of Antipater's

mother. Antipater had arranged this marriage in order to

reconcile Salome to him, who had been at variance with

him. He also got into Pheroras' favour, and into the

favour of Augustus' friends, by presents and other ways
of paying court, and sent no small sums of money to

Eome. Satuminus also, and his friends in Syria, were all

well replenished with the presents he made them. But the

more he gave the more he was hated, as not making these

presents out of generosity, but spending his money fromfear.

Thus the result was that the receivers bore him no more
good-will than before, while those to whom he gave nothing

-were his more bitter enemies. However, he bestowed his

' Kefr Ist4na. Jewish War, i. 6, § 5.
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money every day more and more profusely, on observing
that, contrary to his hopes, the king took care of the
orphans, and thus showed his repentance for killing their-

fathers, by his commiseration of their children.

§ 2. For Herod got together on one occasion his kindred
and friends, and set before them these children, and with
his eyes fuU of tears spoke as follows. " It was an unlucky
fate that took away from me these children's fathers, and
they are recommended to me by the natural pity which
their orphan condition inspires. And I will endeavour,
though I have been a most unfortunate father, to appear
a milder grandfather, and to leave these children after my
death such guardians as are dearest to me. I therefore
betroth your daughter, Pheroras, to the elder of the sons
of Alexander, that you may be a guardian by aflSnity. I.

also betroth your son, Antipater, to the daughter of Aris-
tobulus ; be therefore a father to that orphan ; and my son
Herod, whose maternal grandfather was high priest, shall

have her sister. And let every one that loves me be of my
mind in these arrangements, which none that have an
affection for me will break. And I pray Grod that he will

join these children together in marriage to the advantage
of my kingdom and posterity, and look down with more
gentle eyes upon them than he looked upon their fathers."

§ 3. While he yet spoke these words, he wept, and
joined the children's right hands together ; after which he
embraced every one of them in an afEeetionate manner,
and dismissed the assembly. TJpon this Antipater's blood

ran cold at once, and everybody noticed that he lamented
what was done. For he supposed that the honours con-

ferred on these orphans were derogatory to him even in

his father's lifetime, and that he would hereafter run risk

of losing the kingdom altogether, if Alexander's sons should

have the support of the king Archelaus and the tetrarch

Pheroras. He also reflected how he was himself hated by
the nation, and how they pitied these orphans, and what,

great affection the Jews bore those brothers of his when
they were alive, and how they cherished their memory now
they had perished owing to him. So he resolved by all

possible means to get these betrothals dissolved.

§ 4. Now he was afraid of going craftily about this
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matter with Ms father, who was difficult to deal with, and
was at once moved upon the least suspicion : so he ven-

tured to go to him and beg him straight out not to deprive

him of the honour which he had been pleased to bestow

upon him, and that he might not have the bare name of

king, while the power was with other persons : for he
would never be able to hold his own, if Alexander's son

was to have Pheroras for his father-ia-law in addition to

the support of his grandfather Archelaus ; and he besought

him. earnestly, since there were so many of the royal family

alive, that he would change those proposed marriages. For
the king had nine wives,' and children by seven of them

;

Antipater was himself the son of Doris, and Herod the

son of Mariamne, the high priest's daughter ; and Antipas

and Archelaus were by the Samaritan Malthace, as also

a daughter Olympias, whom his brother's Joseph's^ son

had married ; by Cleopatra of Jerusalem he had had Herod
and Philip, and Phasaelus by Pallas. He had also two
•daughters, Eoxane and Salome, one by Phaedra, and the

other by Elpis. He had also two wives that had no chil-

dren, the one his cousin, and the other his niece ; and be-

sides these he had two daughters, sisters of Alexander and
Aristobulus, by Mariamne. Since, therefore, the royal

family was so numerous, Antipater prayed him to change
these proposed marriages.

§ 5. When the king perceived the disposition he ex-

hibited to these orphans, he was very angry at it, and a
suspicion canae into his mind, as to those sons whom he
had put to death, whether that too had not been brought
about by the calumnies of Antipater. So at the time he
made Antipater a long and angry answer, and bade him

' Dean Aldrich takes notice here, that these nine wives of Herod were
alive at the same time, and that if the celebrated Mariamne, who wms
now dead, be reckoned, Herod's wives were in all ten. Yet it is remarlt-

aiije that he had no ranre than fifteen children by them all.—W.
^ To prevent confusion, it may not be amiss, with Dean Aldrich, to

distinguish between four Josephs in the liistory of Herod. 1. Joseph,
Herrid's uncle, and the [second] husband of his sister Salome, slain by
iierod, on account of Mariamne. 2. Joseph, Herod's quaestor, or trea-

surer, slain on the same account. 3. Jo.seph, Herod's brother, slain in

battle against Antigonus. 4. Joseph, Herod's nephew, the husband of
<Jlympias, mentioned in this place.— VV.
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begone. But he was afterwards prevailed upon by his

flatteries, and changed the proposed marriages, betrothing

him to Aristobulus' daughter, and his son to Pheroras'

daughter.

§ 6. Now one may learn how very much Antipater could

do by flattery, from Salome's inability in similar circum-
stances. For though she was Herod's sister, and had,
through Julia, the emperor's wife, earnestly begged to be
married to SyUseus the Arabian, Herod swore he would
esteem her his bitterest enemy, unless she would give up
the project ; and also caused her at last against her wiU
to be married to Alexas a friend of his, and had one of her

daughters married to Alexas' son, and the other to Anti-

pater's mother's brother. As for the daughters Herod had
"by Mariamne, one was married to Antipater his sister's son,

and the other to his brother's son Phasaelus.

CHAP. XXIX.

A.ntipater becomes intolerable. He is ssnt to Rome, and
carries HerocPs Testament with him. Pheroras leaves his

Brother, that he may Tceep his Wife, and dies in his ovm
Tetrarchy.

§1-

NOW when Antipater had cut ofE the hopes of the

orphans, and had contracted affinities for his own
advantage, he had confidence in the certainty of his hopes,

and as he had now assurance added to his wickedness, he

became intolerable. For not being able to avoid the

hatred of all people, he sought his security in the terror

lie inspired in them. Pheroras also assisted him in his

designs, looking upon him already as sure to be king.

There was also a company of women at the court, who
excited new disturbances; for Pheroras' wife, and her

mother and sister, and also Antipater's mother, showed

great effrontery in the palace. Pheroras' wife even dared

±0 insult the king's ' two daughters, on which account the

' These daughters of Herod, whom Pheroras' wife insulted, were

Salome and Eoxane, two virgins, who were born to him of his two wives,

Elpis and Phiedra. SeeAntiq. xvii. 1,§3; also Jewish War,l. 28, §4.—W.
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king hated her especially ; but although these women were
hated by him, they domineered over the others. Salome
only was antagonistic to their union, and informed the

king of their meetings, as not being for the advantage of

his affairs. And when those women knew the charges she

had made against them, and how much Herod was dis-

pleased, they left off their public meetings and friendly

entertainments of one another ; and, on the contrary, pre-

tended to quarrel with one another, when the king was
within hearing. Antipater exhibited similar dissimula-

tion, and openly opposed Pheroras ; but still they had
private cabals and merry meetings at night, nor did their-

being under espionage do any thing but increase their

mutual agreement. However, Salome knew everything

they did, and told it all to Herod.

§ 2. And he was inflamed with anger at them, and
especially at Pheroras' wife ; for Salome had principally ac-

cused her. Sohe assembled together his friends and kindred,
and there accused this woman of many things, and particu-

larly of her insolence to his daughters, and of supplying the

Pharisees with money to his detriment, and of making his

brother his enemy, by giving him love potions. At last

he turned his speech to Pheroras, and told him, that he

would give him his choice of these two things, whether he

would keep in with his brother, or with his wife. And
when Pheroras said that he would die rather than leave his

wife, Herod not knowing what to do further in the matter,

turned his speech to Antipater, and charged him to have
no intercourse either with Pheroras' wife, or with Pheroras

himself, or with any one belonging to her. Now, though
Antipater did not transgress this injunction publicly, he
secretly used to pass the night with them ; and because he
was afraid that Salome observed what he did, he got leave

by means of his Italian friends to go and live at Rome.
For when they wrote that it was proper for Antipater to be
sent to Augustus after some time, Herod made no delay, but
sent him with a splendid retinue, and a great deal of

money, and gave him his testament to carry with him,

wherein Antipater had the kingdom bequeathed to him,

and Herod, the son of Mariamne the high priest's daughter,

was named as Antipater' s successor.
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§ 3. Syllaeus also, the Arabian, sailed to Eome, without
any regard to Augustus' injunctions, in order to oppose
Antipater with aU his might, as to that law-suit which
he had had with Nicolaus before. This SyUaeus had also a
great contest with Aretas his own king ; for he had slain

several of Aretas' friends, and particularly Sohemus, the
most influential person in the city of Petra.^ Moreover, he
had tampered with Fabatus, who was Herod's steward, by
giving him a great sum of money to assist him against
Herod ; but as Herod gave him more, he induced Pabatus
to leave Syllaeus, and by him demanded of SyUaeus all that

Augustus had required him to pay. But when Syllaeus paid
nothing of what he was to pay, and also accused Fabatus to

Augustus, and said that he was not a steward for Augustus'
advantage, but for Herod's, Fabatus was angry with him on
that account, but was still held in very great esteem by
Herod, and disclosed Syllaeus' secrets, and told the king that

Syllaeus had corrupted by bribes Corinthus, one of his

body-guards, so that he must be on his guard against him.

And the king listened to him, for this Corinthus was
brought up in Herod's kingdom, though he was by birth

an Arabian ; and the king ordered him to be arrested im-

mediately, and not only him, but two other Arabians,

whom he found with him, one of them SyllsBus' friend, the

other the head of a tribe. And they, being put to the

torture, confessed that they had bribed Corinthus by the

offer of a large sum of money to kill Herod. And when
they had been further examined before Satuminus the

administrator of Syria, they were sent to Eome.

§ 4. However, Herod did not leave off importuning

Pheroras, but tried to force him to put away his wife

;

but he could not devise any way by which he could bring

the woman herself to punishment, although he had many
reasons for hating her, till at last he was so vexed with her,

that he exiled both her and his brother out of his kingdom.

Pheroras took this injury very patiently, and went away to

his own tetrarchy, and swore that there should be but one

end put to his exile, namely Herod's death, for he would
never return while he was alive. Nor indeed would he

' The modern Petra, east of the 'Arabah. Jewish War, i. 6, § 2.

IV. I
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return when Ws brother was sick, although Herod earnestly

sent for him to come to him, because he had a mind to

leave some injunctions with him before he died; but

Herod unexpectedly recovered. And not long afterwards

Pheroras himself fell sick, when Herod showed great

forgiveness, for he went to him and took kind care of him,

but he could not cure his complaint, for Pheroras died a

few days afterwards. And although Herod had so great

an affection for him to the last day of his life, yet a report

spread abroad that he had killed him by poison. However,

he took care to have his dead body carried to Jerusalem,

and ordered the whole nation to mourn for him, and

bestowed a most splendid funeral upon him. Such was

the end that one of Alexander's and Aristobulus' murderers

came to.

CHAP. XXX.

When Herod made Inquiry about Pheroras' Death, Disco-

very was made that Antipater had prepared a poisonous

Draught for him. Herod casts out of the Palace Doris

and her Accomplices, as also Mariamne, whose son Herod
blots out of his Testament.

§1-

AND now vengeance came round to the real criminal

Antipater, beginning from the death of Pheroras.

Por some of Pheroras' freedmen came with a sad counte-

nance to the king, and told him that his brother had been
destroyed by poison, for his wife had brought him some-

thing prepared in an unusual manner, and upon his eating

it he at once fell ill. They said also that her mother and
sister, two days before, had brought a woman out of Arabia

that was skiMul in mixing drugs, that she might prepare

a love potion for Pheroras, and instead of a love potion,

she had given him deadly poison at the instigation of

Syllseus, who was acquainted with the woman.

§ 2. The king was confounded with many suspicions,

and had the maid-servants tortured, and some of the free

women also ; one of whom cried out in her agony, " May
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the God that goyerns earth and heaven punish the author
of all these miseries of ours, Antipater's mother !

" The
Icing caught at this confession, and proceeded to inquire

further into the truth of the matter. And this woman
disclosed the friendship of Antipater's mother to Pheroras
and his wife,' as also their secret meetings, and that Phero-
ras and Antipater spent the whole night drinking with
them when they returned from the king, and would not
suffer any body, either man-servant or maid-servant, to be
present. It was one of the free women who disclosed all

this.

§ 3. Upon this Herod tortured the maid- servants every

one separately, who all unanimously agreed in the fore-

going disclosures, and that Antipater went to Some and
Pheroras to Peraea by mutual agreement: for they had
often said to one another that now Herod had slain Alex-

ander and Aristobulus, he would fall upon them and upon
their wives, because, as he had not spared Mariamne and
her sons, he would spare nobody ; and for this reason it

was best to flee as far from the wild beast as they were
able. They said also that Antipater often lamented his

own case to his mother, and used to say to her, that he was
already growing grey, while his father seemed to become
younger every day, and perhaps death would overtake him
before he should begin to be a real king ; and even if Herod
ever should die (nobody knew when), his own enjoyment
of the succession would certainly be but for a little time

;

for those Hydra heads, the sons of Alexander and Aristo-

T)ulus, were growing up. He also said that he was deprived

by his father of the hopes of being succeeded by his own
sons, for the successor after his death was not to be any
one of his own sons, but Herod the son of Mariamne ; but

in this point Herod plainly doted, to think that his testa-

ment would take effect, for he would take care that not

one of his posterity should remain. And though Herod was

of all fathers the greatest hater of his children, yet did he

hate his brother still worse, for a little while back he gave

him (Antipater) a hundred talents to have no dealings with

Pheroras. And when Pheroras said, "Wherein have we

' I read rfiv iKiivov yvvaiKo,
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done him any harm ?" Antipater replied, " I wish he would
deprive us of all we have, and leave us naked if only aUve.

But it is indeed impossible to escape this wild beast, who is

so given to murder, who will not permit us to love any person
openly. So we meet together privately, but it will be pos-

sible for us to meet openly too, if we have but the courage'

and the hands of men."

§ 4. These things were said by the women who were'

tortured, as also that Pheroras intended to flee with them
to Persea. Now Herod gave credit to all they said, on
account of the mention of the hundred talents ; for-

he had spoken about them only to Antipater. So he
vented his anger first of all against Antipater's mother
Doris, and took away from her all the ornaments which he'

had given her, which had cost a great many talents, and
expelled her from the palace a second time. He also took

care of Pheroras' women after their torture, being now
reconciled to them. But he was in great alarm and excite-

ment upon every suspicion, and had many innocent persons

dragged to the torture, from fear that he should pass by
one guilty person.

§ 5. And now he betook himself to examining Antipater

of Samaria, who was the steward of [his son] Antipater,.

and upon torturing him, he learned that Antipater had
sent for a potion of deadly poison for him from Egypt, by
Antiphilus, a companion of his ; and that Theudio, the

uncle of Antipater, had it from him, and delivered it to

Pheroras ; for Antipater had charged him to take Herod
off while he was at Rome, and so free him from the sus-

picion of doing it himself. He said also that Pheroras
had committed this potion to his wife. Then did the king
send for her, and bade her bring him at once what she-

had received. And she came out of her house as if she-

would bring it with her, but threw herself down from the

top of the house, in order to prevent the king's examining
her and putting her to the torture ; however, it came to-

pass, as it seems by the providence of God, who intended to

bring Antipater to punishment, that she fell not upon her
head, but upon other parts of her body, and so was not.

killed. And the king, when she was brought to him,
revived her, (for she was stupefied by her fall,) and asked
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her why she had thrown herself down, and gave her his
•oath, if she would tell the real truth, that he would excuse
her from punishment ; but if she concealed any thing, he
would have her body racked to pieces by torture, and allow
no part of it to be buried.

§ 6. Upon this the woman paused a little, and then said,
" Why do I spare to speak of these secrets, now Pheroras
is dead, only to save Antipater, who has undone us all ?

Hear then, king, and be you, and G-od himself, who
cannot be deceived, witnesses to the truth of what I am
going to say. When you sat weeping by Pheroras as he
was dying, he then called me to Hm, and said, ' My
dear wife, I have been greatly mistaken as to the disposi-

tion of my brother towards me, having hated him that is

so afEectionate to me, and having conspired to kill him
who is so troubled for me even before I am dead. As for

myself, I receive the recompense of my impiety ; but do
you bring the poison that was left with us by Antipater for

Herod, and destroy it immediately in my sight, that I may
not be also liable to the avenger in Hades.' So I brought
it as he bade me, and emptied most of it into the fire, but
reserved a little of it for my own use against the uncertain

future and in dread of you."

§ 7. When she had said this, she brought the box, which
had a small quantity of this potion in it. Then the king
transferred the torture from her to Antiphilus' mother
and brother, who both confessed that Antiphilus had
brought the box out of Egypt, and that they had received

the potion from a brother of his who was a doctor at Alex-

andria. Then did the manes of Alexander and Aristobulus

haunt all the palace, and became the inquisitors and dis-

-coverers of what would not otherwise have been found out,

and dragged such as were freest from suspicion to exami-

nation. And it was discovered that Mariamne, the high

priest's daughter, was privy to the plot, and her brothers,

when they were tortured, declared it to be so. Thereupon
the king avenged this audacity of the mother upon her son,

and blotted Herod, his son by her, out of his testament,

who had been before named therein as successor to Anti-

pater.
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CHAP. XXXI.

Antipater is convicted through Bathyllus, but returns from
Borne without hnoiving this. Herod brings him to his:

Trial.

§^-

AFTER these Bathyllus came under examination, and
proved the concluding link in the evidence of Anti-

pater's designs. For he was his freedman, and came with
another deadly potion, the poison of asps, and the juices of

other serpents, that, if the first potion did not do its busi-

ness, Pheroras and his wife might be armed with this also

against the king. He brought also as an addition to Anti-

pater's crimes against his father, some letters which he had
had written against his brothers, Archelaus and Philip,

who were the king's sons, and educated at Eome, as yet lads

but full of spirit. Antipater was anxious to get rid of
these as soon as he could, that they might not stand in the

way of his hopes, and to that end he forged letters against,

them in the name of his friends at Eome. Some of these

he corrupted by bribes to write how much they abused
their father, and openly bewailed Alexander and Aristo-

bulus, and were uneasy at their own recall, for their father

had already sent for them, which was the very thing that,

chiefly troubled Antipater.

§ 2. Indeed, while Antipater was still in Judsea, and
before he went upon his journey to Eome, he gave money
to have similar letters against them sent from Eome, and
then went to his father, who as yet had no suspicion of

him, and apologized for his brothers, and alleged on their

behalf that some of the things contained in those letters

were false, and others were only the errors of youth. But.

at the same time that he gave a great deal of his money to

such as wrote these letters against his brothers, he tried to

hide the proofs of his great expenses on account of these

letters, by buying costly garments and variegated coverlets,

and silver and gold cups, and several other treasures, that

so, among the very great expenses laid out upon such furni-

ture, he might conceal the money he had used in hiring mert
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to write these letters. For lie brought in his expenses as
amounting to two hundred talents, his main pretext for

which was the lawsuit he had had with Syllseus. Now
though all his rogueries, even those of a lesser sort, were
uncovered by his greater villainy, and all the examinations
by torture proclaimed his attempt to murder his father, as

the letters did his second attempt to murder brothers, yet

none of those that went to Rome informed him of his mis-
fortunes in Judsea, although seven months intervened be^

tween his conviction and return, so great was the hatred
which all persons bore to him. And perhaps the manes
of those brothers of his that had been done to death
stopped the mouths of those that intended to have told him.
At any rate he wrote from Rome, announcing the news
that he would soon return, and that he was dismissed with
honour by Augustus.

§ 3. Now the king, being desirous to get this plotter

against him into his hands, and being also afraid lest he
should some way come to the knowledge of how his affairs

stood, and so be upon his guard, dissembled his anger in

his letters to him, and in all respects wrote kindly to

him, and desired him to make haste, because if he came
quickly, he would lay aside the complaints he had against

his mother. For Antipater was not ignorant that his

mother had been expelled from the palace. He had also

before received a letter at Tarentum,' which contained an
account of the death of Pheroras, and he had made very

great lamentations at it, for which some sang his praises

considering he really grieved for his uncle ; though pro-

bably it was confusion at his having thereby failed in his

plot, and his tears were more for the loss of him that was
to have been subservient therein than for Pheroras per-

sonally. Moreover, a sort of fear came upon him as to

what he had done, lest the poison should have been dis-

covered. However, when he was in Cilicia,' he received the

forementioned letter from his father, and made great haste

accordingly. But when he had sailed to Celenderis,' a

' Taranto in Italy. Antiq, xvii. 5, § 1.

= Jewish War, i. 21, § 12.
^ Kilindria, on the south coast of Asia Minor, opposite Cyprus.

Antiq. xvii. 5, § 1.
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suspicion came into his mind as to his mother's misfor-

tunes, as if his soul foreboded some mischief to himself.

Those therefore of his friends who were the most prudent

advised him not to meet his father till he had learned clearly

what were the reasons why his mother had been expelled

from the palace, because they were afraid that some addition

might have been made to the charges against his mother.

But those that were less farsighted, and had more regard

to their own desire of seeing their native country than to

Antipater's safety, advised him to make haste home, and
not by delaying his journey to afford his father grounds

for evil suspicion, and giveahandle to those that calumniated

him ; for if any thing had now been set a going against

him, it was owing to his absence, for no one durst have
broached any charge against him had he been present. They
said also that it was absurd to deprive himself of certain

advantages for the sake of uncertain suspicions, and not

speedily to return to his father, and take the kingdom, which
was in a state of oscillation on his account only. Antipater

listened to this (for the deity urged him on), so he crossed

over the sea, and landed at Sebastus,' the haven of Caesarea.

§ 4. And here he found a perfect and unexpected soli-

tude, for every body avoided him, and nobody durst come
near him ; for he was hated equally by all men, and now
that hatred had liberty to show itself. The dread also

that men were in of the king's anger made many men
keep aloof from him ; for the whole city was filled with
rumours about Antipater, and Antipater himself was the

only person who was ignorant of the state of his affairs. And
as no man was ever sent out more magnificently when he
sailed for Eome, so no man was ever received back with
greater ignominy. And indeed he began already to suspect

his danger at home, but he cunningly concealed his suspi-

cions ; and while he was inwardly ready to die for fear, he
put on a forced boldness of countenance. Nor could he
now flee any longer, nor had he any way of escape from the
difiiculties which surrounded him, nor indeed had he even
on the spot any certain intelligence of the affairs of the royal

family, because of the threats of the king against any who

' Compare Antiq. xvii. 5, § 1.
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revealed to him the true state of affairs. The only ray of hope
that comforted him was that perhaps nothing had been dis-

covered, or, if any discovery had been made, that perhaps
he would be able to clear himself by impudence and artful
tricks, which were the only things he relied upon for his
deliverance.

§ 5. With tliese hopes did he fortify himself, and went
to the palace without any friends with him ; for these
were insulted and shut out at the first gate. Now Varus,
the governor of Syria, happened to be in the palace ; and
Antipater went in to his father, and, putting on a bold
face, came near as if to salute him. But Herod stretched
out his hands, and turned his head away from him, and
cried out, " Even this is the action of a parricide, to be de-
isirous to embrace me, when he is under such heavy accusa-
tions ! A murrain on thee, vile wretch ! do not touch me,
till thou hast cleared thyself of the crimes that are charged
"upon thee. I appoint thee a court where thou art to be
judged, and Varus, who is very seasonably here, to be
thy judge. Go, and get thy defence ready against to-

morrow ; for I give thee so much time to prepare suitable

excuses for thy knavish tricks." At this reception Anti-
pater was in such consternation that he was able to make
no answer, but went away silent. And when his mother
and wife came to him, and told him of all the evidence

against him, he came to himself again, and considered

what defence he should make.

CHAP. XXXII.

A.ntipater is accused before Varus, and is convicted ofplotting

against his Father by the strongest Evidence. Herod puts

off his Punishment till his own recovery from iUness, and,

in the mean time, alters his Testament.

§1-

ON the following day the king assembled a court of

his kinsmen and friends, and called in Antipater's

friends also. Now Herod sat beside Varus, and ordered
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all the witnesses to be brought in ; among whom some
of the domestic servants of Antipater's mother were
brought in also, who had but a little while before been

arrested, as they were carrying the following letter from
her to her son :

" Since all those things have been already

discovered by thy father, do not come near him, unless

thou canst procure some assistance from. Augustus."
When these and the other witnesses had been brought in,

Antipater came in, and falUng on his face before his.

father's feet, he said, " Father, I beseech you not to con-

demn me unheard, but let your ears be unbiassed, and
attend to my defence ; for if you will give me leave, I will

prove that I am innocent."

§ 2. Thereupon Herod cried out to him to hold his peace,

and spoke as follows to Varus. " I cannot but think that

thou, Varus, and every other upright judge, will determine
that Antipater is a vile wretch. I am also afraid that thou
wilt abhor my ill fortune, and judge me also deserving

of every calamity, for begetting such sons. And yet I
ought rather to be pitied, who have been so affectionate a
father to such wretched sons. Tor when I had settled the

succession to the kingdom on my former sons, even when
they were young, and when, besides the charges of their

education at Eome, I had made them the friends of the
emperor, and objects of envy to other kings, I found them
plotting against me, and they were put to death, mainly
for the sake of Antipater. For as he was then young, and
appointed to be my successor, I took care chiefly to secure

him from danger. But this accursed wild beast, when he
had been gorged with the patience which I showed him,
turned his insolence agaiast me. For I seemed to him to

live too long, and he was very uneasy at the old age I had
arrived at ; nor would he be any longer a king but by par-

ricide. And justly am I served by him for bringing him
to court from the country, where he was held in no esteem,

and for thrusting out those sons of mine that had a queen
for their mother, and for making him a successor to my
throne. I confess to thee, Varus, the great folly I was
guilty of. I provoked those sons of mine to act against me,
having cut off their just expectations for the sake of Anti-

pater. And indeed what kindness did I do to them, that
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could equal what I have done to Antipater ? to whom I have-

almost yielded up my royal authority during iny lifetime, and
whom Ihave openlynamed for the successor tomy dominions
in my testament, and given him a yearly revenue of his own
of fifty talents, and supplied him with very large sums
of money out of my own revenue ; and when he sailed to-

Eome recently, I gave him three hundred talents, and re-

commended him, and him alone of all my children, to the

emperor, as his father's deliverer. Now what crimes were-

those other sons of mine guilty of like these of Antipater ?

or what evidence was there brought against them so strong

as there is to prove that this son plotted against me?
Tet does this parricide presume to speak for himself, and
hopes to hide the truth again by his cunning tricks. Thou^

Varus, must guard thyself against him ; for I know the-

wild beast, and I foresee how plausibly he will talk and
counterfeit lamentation. He it was who exhorted me to

have a care of Alexander when he was alive, and not to in-

trust my body to everybody ! He it was who came to my
very bed, and looked about lest any one should lay snares;

for me ! He it was who took care of my sleep, and secured

me from anxiety, who comforted me in the trouble I was.

in at the death of my sons, and tested the affection of

his surviving brothers ! He was my protector, and the-

guardian of my body ! And when I call to mind. Varus,,

his craftiness upon every occasion, and his dissembling, L
can hardly believe that I am still alive, and wonder how
1 have escaped from such a deep plotter. But since some-

god or other makes my house desolate, and perpetually

raises up those that are dearest to me against me, I will

with tears lament my hard fate, and privately groan under-

my lonely condition ; but no one who thirsts after my
blood shall escape punishment, although the evidence

should extend to all my sons."

§ 3. As Herod was saying this, he was interrupted by
the distress of mind he was in; so he ordered Nicolaus, one

of his friends, to produce the evidence. But meantime Anti-

pater lifted up his head, (for he lay on the groimd where he

had thrown himself before his father's feet,) and cried out

aloud, " Thou, O father, hast made my defence for me ;
for

how can I be a parricide, whom thou thyself confessest to-
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have always had for thy guardian ? Thou callest my filial

afEection prodigious hypocrisy. How then could it be that I,

•who was so subtle in other matters, should here be so mad
as not to understand that it was not easy that he who con-

trived so horrid a crime should be concealed from men, and
impossible that he should be concealed from the judge of

heaven, who sees all things, and is present every where ? Did
I not tnow what end my brothers came to, on whom God in-

flicted so great a punishment for their evil designs against

thee ? And, indeed, what was there that could possibly pro-

voke me against thee ? Could the hope of being a king do
it ? I was a king already. Could I suspect hatred from thee ?

Was I not beloved by thee ? And what other fear of thee

could I have ? Moreover, by preserving thee safe, I was a
terror to others. Did I want money ? Who was able to

expend so much as myself ? Indeed, father, had I been
the most abominable of all mankind, and had I had the

soul of some savage wild beast, must I not have been over-

come by thy benefits, seeing that, as thou thyself sayest,

thou broughtest me back from exile, and didst prefer me
to so many of thy sons, and madest me a king in thine

own lifetime, and by the other vast advantages thou be-

stowedst on me, madest me an object of envy ? wretched
man that I am for my bitter absence, which afforded

such a great opportunity for envy, and long interval for

such as were plotting against me ! But I was absent,

father, for thee and on thy affairs, that Sylleeus might not
treat thee with contempt in thine old age. Rome is a wit-

ness to my filial affection, and so is Augustus the ruler of

the world, who often called me a lover of my father.' Take
the letters he has sent thee, father, they are more to be
believed than the calumnies raised here; these letters are

my only defence, these I use as proofs of the natural
affection I have to thee. Remember that it was against

my own choice that I sailed [to Rome,] knowing the latent

hatred that was in the kingdom against me. It was thou,

father, however unwillingly, who hast been my ruin, by
forcing me to allow time for envy to sow calumnies against

me. However, I am here, and am ready to hear the

' Philopator in the Greek.
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eyidence there is against me. If I am a parricide, I have
travelled over land and sea, without sufEering any mis-

fortune on either of them : but this argument is no ad-

vantage to me. For it seems, father, that I am already

condemned, both before G-od and before thee ; and as I am
already condemned, I beg that thou wilt not believe the
others that have been tortured, but let fire be brought to

torment me ; let the racks go through my bowels.

Have no regard to any lamentations that this accursed

body can make ; for if I am a parricide, I ought not to die

without torture." Such words did Antipater cry out with
lamentation and weeping, and moved Varus and all the

rest to pity. Herod was the only person whose rage was
too strong to permit him to weep, knowing that the evidence

against Antipater was true.

§ 4. And now it was, that at the king's command,
Nicolaus, when he had premised a great deal about the

craftiaess of Antipater, and had so toned down their pity

to him, afterwards brought a bitter accusation against him,

ascribing all the wickedness that had been La the kingdom
to him, especially the murder of his brothers, demonstrating-

that they had perished because of the calumnies he had
raised against them. He also said that he had intrigued

against those that were still alive, as if they were aiming-

at the succession : for how could it be supposed that he
who prepared poison for his father, would abstain from
his brothers ? He then proceeded to bring home to him
the attempt to poison Herod, and gave an account in order

of the several discoveries that had been made, and was

very wroth as to the ajBEair of Pheroras, because Antipater

had tried to make him murder his brother, and had cor-

rupted those that were dearest to the king, and had filled

the whole palace with guilt. And when he had said many
other things and proved them he left off.

§ 5. Then Varus bade Antipater make his defence, but he
lay on the ground silent, and said no more but this, " Grod

is my witness that I am entirely innocent." So Varus
asked for the potion, and gave it to a condemned male-

factor, who was then in prison, to drink. And he having

died upon the spot, Varus, after a private conversation with

Herod, when he had written an account of this trial to
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Augustus, went away the day after. And the king put
Antipater in bonds, and sent people to inform Augustus
•of the case.

§ 6. After this it was discovered that Antipater had
laid a plot against Salome also ; for one of Antiphilus'
domestics came, and brought letters from Kome from a
•maid-servant of Julia, whose name was Acme. By her
it was written to the king, that she had found a letter

written by Salome among Julia's papers, and had sent it

lim privately out of good-will to him. This letter of

Salome's contained most bitter reproaches against the king,

and the greatest accusations against him. Antipater had
forged this letter, and had corrupted Acme, and persuaded
her to send it to Herod. This was proved by her letter to

Antipater, for thus did this woman write to him :
" As

thou desiredst, I have written a letter to thy father, and
have sent that letter, and am persuaded that the king
will not spare his sister when he reads it. Thou wilt do
well to remember what thou hast promised, when all is

accomplished."

§ 7. When this letter was discovered, and the forged
letter against Salome, a suspicion came into the king's mind,
that perhaps the letters against Alexander had also been
iorged. He was moreover greatly disturbed and enraged,
because he had almost slain his sister owing to Antipater.
He did not intend therefore any longer to delay to bring
him to punishment for all his crimes ; but as he was going to

proceed against Antipater, he was restrained by a severe ill-

ness. However, he sent an account about Acme, and the con-
spiracy against Salome, to Augustus ; he sent alsofor his own
testament, and altered it, and therein made Antipas king,
passing over his eldest sons, Archelaus and Philip, because
Antipater had blasted their reputations with him ; and he
bequeathed to Augustus, besides other presents that he
gave him, a thousand talents, and to his wife and children,

and friends, and freedmen, about five hundred talents ; he
also bequeathed to all others a great quantity of land and
money, and showed his respect to Salome his sister by
giving her most splendid gifts. Such were the changes
which he made in his testament.
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CHAP. xxxm.

'The Golden Eagle is cut to pieces. Herod's barbarity when
on the point of death. He attempts to Mil himself. He
commands Antipater to be slain. He survives him Five
Days, and then dies.

§1-

NOW Herod's illness became more and more severe,

because various ailments fell upon him in his old
.age and dejected condition ; for he was already almost
seventy years of age, and was depressed at the calamities

that had happened to him about his children, so that he
had no pleasure in Ufe, even when he was in health. The
grief also that Antipater was still alive aggravated his

disease, and he resolved to have him put to death not now
at random, but publicly executed as soon as he himself
should be well again.

§ 2. There also now happened to him, among his other

troubles, a certain rising of the people. There were two
men of learning in the city of Jerusalem, who were thought
most skilful in the laws of their country, and were on that

account held in very great esteem by aU the nation : one
was Judas, the son of Sepphoraeus, and the other was
Matthias the son of Margalus. There was a great con-

course of the young men to these men, as they expounded
the laws, and there got together every day a kind of army
of such as were growing up to be men. Now when these

men were informed that the king was now wasting away
with melancholy and disease, they dropped words to their

friends that it was now a very proper time to defend the

•cause of God, and to pull down what had been erected

•contrary to the laws of their country. For it was unlawful
that there should be any such thing in the temple as images,

or busts, or the representation of any living thing whatever.

ISTow the king had put a golden eagle over the great gate of

i;he temple, which these learned men exhorted them to cut

down, and told them, if any danger should arise, that it

was a glorious thing to die for the laws of their country

;
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for immortality of soul and eternal enjoyment of happiness

would await those that died so ; while the mean-spirited,

and those that were not wise enough to show a right love

of their souls, preferred death by disease to death as the

result of virtue.

§ 3. At the same time that these men made this

speech to their disciples, the rumour spread abroad that

the king was dying, which made the young men set about

the work with greater boldness. They therefore let them-
selves down from the top of the temple with thick cords at.

midday, when a great number of people were in the

temple, and cut down the golden eagle with axes. This

was announced at once to the king's captain, who came
running up with a great body of soldiers, and arrested about
forty of the young men, and brought them to the king.

And when he asked them first if they had been so bold as

to cut down the golden eagle, they confessed that they had
done so : and when he asked them next by whose command
they had done so, the}' replied, at the command of the law
of their country. And when he asked them further how
they could be so jubilant when they were to be put to death,

they replied, because they would enjoy greater happiness

after they were dead.

§ 4. At this the king was in such a rage that he over-

came his disease [for the time,] and went out and spoke

to the people, and made a terrible accusation against those

men, as being guilty of sacrilege, and as having greater

ideas in view under pretext of their law, and lie thought
they deserved to be punished as impious persons. There-

upon the people were afraid lest a great number should be
found guilty, and begged that when he had first punished
those that had suggested this work, and then those that were
caught at it, he would leave off his anger as to the rest-

With this the king complied, though not readily, and
ordered those that had let themselves down from the temple
with cords, as also the learned men, to be burnt alive, but
delivered the rest that had been arrested to the proper

ofiicers to put to death.

§ 5. After this the disease seized upon Herod's whole-

body, and racked all his members with various compli-

cations. For there was a great fever upon him, and an
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iutolerable itching over all the surface of his body, and
continual pains in his colon, and dropsical swellings in his

feet, and an inflammation in his abdomen, and a putre-

faction that produced worms in his privy member. He
had also a difficulty in breathing, and could not breathe
but when he sat upright, and was convulsed in all his

members, insomuch that the diviners said these various

complications were a punishment upon him for what he had
done to the learned men. But he struggled against his

numerous complaints, and still had a desire to live and hope
of recovery, and thought of several methods of cure.

Accordingly, he crossed the Jordan, and used those hot

baths at CaUirrhoe,' which run into the lake Asphal-

titis,- but are sweet and drinkable. And here the phy-

sicians thought proper to bathe his whole body in warm
oil, by letting it down into a large vessel fuU of oil,

whereupon his eyes failed him, and he rolled them as if

he were dying. And as a cry was then made by his

servants, he revived again at their voice, but afterwards

despaired of recovery, and gave orders that each soldier

should have fifty drachmse apiece, and that his com-

manders and friends should have great sums of money
given them.

§ 6. He then returned to Jericho,^ and arrived there

very dejected, and almost threatened death itself, for he

proceeded to attempt horrid wickedness. Tor he got

together the most illustrious men out of every village

in all Judaea into a place called the Hippodrome,

and there shut them in. He then called for his sister

Salome, and her husband Alexas, and made the following

speech to them : "I know well enough that the Jews will

make a festival of my death ; but I may be mourned for

on other accounts, and have a splendid funeral, if you will

but carry out my commands. Do you but take care to send

soldiers to surround those men that are now in custody, and

to slay them immediately upon my death, and then all Judaea

1 The hot springs in the Wady Zerka Ma'in, east of the Dead Sea.

Antiq. xvii. 6, § 5.

^ The Dead Sea. Antiq. i. 9 ; ir. 5, § 1 ; xvii. 6, § 5. Jewish War,

iii. 10, § 7 ; iv. 8, § 4.

" tr-Blha. Jewish War, i. 15, § 6.

IV. K
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and every family in it will weep unwilling tears at my
death."

§ 7. These were the commands he gave them, when there

came letters from his ambassadors at Eome, wherein infor-

mation was given that Acme had been put to death at Au-
gustus' command, and that Antipater was condemned to

death ; however, they wrote also that if Herod had a mind
rather to banish him, Augustus permitted him to do so.

And Herod for a little while revived, and had a desire to

live ; but afterwards he was overcome by his pains, and
distracted by want of food and by a convulsive cough, and
endeavoured to anticipate death ; so he took an apple and
asked for a knife, for he used to pare his apples before

eating them ; he then looked round to see that there was
nobody to hinder him, and lifted up his right hand as if he

would stab himself. But Achiabus, his cousin, ran up to

him, and held his hand, and hindered him from doing so.

Immediately a very great lamentation was raised in the

palace, as if the king had expired ; and as soon as ever

Antipater heard that, he took courage, and with joy in his

looks besought his keepers, for a sum of money, to loose

him and let him go. But the principal keeper of the

prison did not only prevent that, but ran and told the king

what his design was. Thereupon the king cried out louder

than his disease would well bear, and immediately sent

some of his body-guards and had Antipater slain. He also

gave orders to have him buried at Hyrcanium,^ and altered

his testament again, and therein made Archelaus (his eldest

son, and the brother of Antipas,) his successor, and made
Antipas tetrarch.

§ 8. Herod survived the death of A-ntipater only five

days, having reigned thirty-four years since he had caused

Antigonus to be slain, and obtained his kingdom, but

it was thirty-seven years since he had been made king

by the Romans. As for his fortune, it was prosperous in

all other respects, if ever any man's was, seeing that from
a private man he obtained a kingdom, and kept it so long,

and left it to his own sons ; but in his domestic affairs he

was a most unfortunate man. Now before the soldiers

' Antiq. xvii. 7 ; Jewish War, i. 8, § 2.
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knew of Herod's death, Salome and her husband came out
and set free those that were in bonds, whom the king had
commanded to be slain, and said that he had altered his
mind, and would have eveiy one of them sent to their own
homes. When they were gone, Salome- then told the
soldiers of the king's death, and assembled them and the
rest of the multitude in the amphitheatre in Jericho, where
Ptolemy, who was intrusted by the king with his signet-
ring, came before them, and passed a eulogy on the late

king, and comforted the multitude, and read the letter

which had been left for the soldiers, wherein Herod
earnestly exhorted them to bear good-will to his successor.
And after he had read this letter, he opened and read
Herod's testament, by which PhiUp was to inherit Tracho-
nitis and the neighbouring countries, and Antipas was to

be tetrarch, as I said before, and Archelaus was made king.

Archelaus was also commanded to carry Herod's ring to

Augustus, and the settlements made about the kingdom
sealed up, for Augustus was to be lord of all the settlements
Herod had made, and was to confirm his testament. As
to all other matters, Herod ordered that they were to be as

in his former testaments.

§ 9. At once acclamation was made congratulating

Archelaus, and the soldiers went round in bands with the

multitude, and promised him their good-will, and also

prayed God to bless him. After this they betook them-
selves to the king's funeral ; and Archelaus spared no ex-

pense, but brought out all the royal ornaments to add to

the pomp of the funeral. The bier was of solid gold, set

with precious stones, and on it was a purple bed richly

embroidered, and upon it lay the corpse covered with a

purple pall, and a diadem was put upon the head, and a

crown of gold above it, and a sceptre in the right hand.
And round the bier were Herod's sons, and a multitude of

his kindred ; next to whom came his body-guards, and the

regiment of Thracians, also the Germans and Galati, all

accoutred as if they were marching to war. And the rest

of the army went in advance, armed, and following their

captains and officers in order ; and after them five hundred

' Jewish War, i. 20, § 4.
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of Herod's domestics and freedmen followed bearing sweet

spices. And the body was carried two hundred furlongs

to Herodium/ where Herod had given orders to be buried.

Such was the end of the life of Herod.

BOOK II.

CONTAINING THE INTEEVAL OF SIXTT-NINB TEARS. FBOM
THE DEATH OF HEEOD TILL VESPASIAN IS SENT BY NEED
TO SUBDUE THE JEWS.

CHAP. I.

Arehelmis makes a funeral Feast for the People on account of
Herod. After this a great Tumult is raised hy the Mul-
titude, and Archelaus setids the Soldiers out upon them,

who destroy about three Thousand of them.

.
§1-

NOW the necessity which Archelaus was in. of journeying

to Rome was the occasion of new disturbances. For
when he had mourned for his father seven days, and had
given a very expensive funeral feast to the multitude, (which
custom causes poverty to many of the Jews, because they

are forced to feast the multitude, for if any one omits it, he
is not esteemed a holy person,) he put on a white garment,
and went up to the temple, where the people received him.

with various acclamations. He also spoke kindly to the
multitude from an elevated seat and throne of gold, and
returned them thanks for the zeal they had shown at his

father's funeral, and the court they had paid to himself, as

if he were already sure to be king. However, he told

them, he would not at present take upon him either the
authority or title of king, imtil Augustus, who was con-

stituted lord of the whole affair by Herod's testament,

confirmed his succession ; for when the soldiers would

1 Jebel Fnreidis. Jewish War, i. 13, § 8.
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have set the diadem on his head at Jericho, he would not
accept of it. He said, however, that he would make abun-
dant return, not only to the soldiers, but also to the people,
for their zeal and good-will to him, when those in power
should give him a complete title to the kingdom ; for it

should be his aim to show himself in all points better than
his father.

§ 2. Upon this the multitude were pleased, and at once
m.ade trial of his intentions by great requests. For some
made a clamour that he would ease them in their taxes,

others that he would take off the duties upon commo-
dities, and some that he would set free those that were in

prison. In all these cases he assented readily, to get the
good-will of the multitude ; after which he offered sacri-

fice, and feasted with his friends. Thereupon a great many
of those that desired innovation gathered together in

crowds towards the evening, and began to mourn on their

own account, when the public mourning for the king was
over, and lamented those that had been put to death by
Herod, because they had cut down the golden eagle that

had been over the gate of the temple. Nor was this

mourning of a subdued nature, but the lamentations were
piercing, the mourning prearranged, and the weeping such
as was loudly heard all over the city, as for men who
they said had perished for the laws of their country, and
for the temple. They also cried out that punishment ought
to be inflicted in their behalf upon those that had been
honoured by Herod ; and that first the man whom Herod
had made high priest ought to be deposed, for it was right

to choose a person of greater piety and purity for that office.

§ 3. At these clamours Archelaus was provoked, but
restrained himself from taking vengeance, because of the

urgent necessity of going to Rome, fearing, if he excited

the hostility of the people, that he might be detained at

home by an emeute. Accordingly, he tried to quiet the

innovators by persuasion rather than force, and sent his

general privately to them, and exhorted them to be

quiet. But the riotous threw stones at him, and drove

him away, as he entered the temple, before he could say

any thing to them ; and those who came to them after him
to try and bring them to reason (for many were sent by
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Archelaus) they answered on all occasions in a passionate

manner, and it plainly appeared that they would not he
quiet, if their numbers became considerable. And indeed

at the feast of Unleavened Bread, which was now at hand
(and is by the Jews called the Passover, and is celebrated

with a great number of sacrifices), an innumerable number
of the people came out of the country to worship : and
some of them stood in the temple bewaiUng the learned

men [that had been put to death by Herod,] seeking to fan

the sedition. At this Archelaus was afraid, and secretly sent

a tribune and cohort of soldiers against them, before the

disaffection should spread among the whole multitude, and
gave orders that they should constrain by force those that

began the tumult to be quiet. At their arrival the whole
multitude were irritated, and threw stones at the soldiers

and killed most of them, and the tribune fled away wounded,
and had much ado to escape. After this they betook them-
selves to their sacrifices, as if nothing of importance had
happened. However, it did not appear to Archelaus that

the multitude could now be restrained without bloodshed ;

so he sent his whole army against them, the foot en masse
through the city, and the horse by way of the plain ; and
they, falling upon them on the sudden, as they were offer-

ing their sacrifices, slew about three thousand of them, and
dispersed the rest of the multitude upon the adjoining

mountains. And Archelaus' heralds followed and com-
manded every one to retire to their own homes, so they all

went off and left the feast.

CHAP. II.

Archelaus goes to Rome with a great Number of his Kindred.
He is there accused before Augustus by Antipater ; but

gets the better of his Accusers, owing to the defence which
Nicolaus made for him.

§1-
AECHELATJS went down to the sea-side with his

mother and friends Poplas and Ptolemy and Nico-

laus, and left Philip behiad him, to manage the palace and
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see to Ms domestic affairs. Salome also went with him,
as did also her sons and the king's brothers and connec-
tions by m.arriage, ostensibly to give him all the assistance

they were able to secure his succession, but in reality to

accuse him for his breach of the laws in what he had done
at the temple.

§ 2. And when they were come to Csesarea,' Sabinus, the
governor of Syria, met them, who was going up to Judaea
to secure Herod's effects. But Varus, who had arrived

there, having been sent for by Archelaus through Pto-
lemy, restrained him from going any further. At this

time indeed, to gratify Varus, Sabinus neither hastened to

the citadels, nor did he shut up from Archelaus the

treasuries where his father's money was laid up, but pro-

mised that he would do nothing till Augustus should have
decided about affairs. So he abode at Csesarea. But as

soon as those that could hinder him were gone, when
Varus had gone to Antioch,^ and Archelaus had sailed to

Eome, he quickly went up to Jerusalem, and occupied the

palace. And when he had sent for the governors of the

citadels, and the controllers of the king's household, he
tried to sift out the money accounts, and take possession of

the citadels. But the governors of those citadels did not

neglect the commands laid upon them by Archelaus, and
continued to guard them, saying that the guard of them
belonged rather to Augustus than to Archelaus.

§ 3. Meantime Antipas also went to Eome to lay claim

to the kingdom, and to insist that the former testament,

wherein he was named king, was more valid than the latter

testament. Salome had also promised to assist him, as had
many of his kindred who sailed with Archelaus. He also

took with him his mother, and Ptolemy the brother of

Nicolaus, who seemed one of great weight, on accoimt of

the trust Herod placed in htm, he having been one of his

most honoured friends. However, Antipas depended

chiefly upon Irenaeus the orator, owing to his eloquence,

upon whose advice he had rejected such as had advised him
to yield to Archelaus, because he was his elder brother, and

because the second testament gave the kingdom to him.

' Kahariyeh. " Antakia, on the Orontes.
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The favour also of Archelaus' kindred, who hated him, was
shifted to Antipas, when they came to Eome. For though
every one much preferred living under their own laws

under a Roman governor
;
yet i£ they should fail in that

point, they vnshed that Antipas might be king.

§ 4. Sabinus also afforded them his assistance for this

purpose by the letters he sent, wherein he accused Archelaus

to Augustus, and highly commended Antipas. Salome and
her party also drew up their charges against Archelaus,

and put them into Augustus' hands ; and after they had
done that, Archelaus wrote down the main points of his

claim, and sent in by Ptolemy his father's ring and ac-

counts. And when Augustus had first weighed by him-
self the claims of both, as also the size of the kingdom, and
large amount of the revenues, and also the numerous off-

spring Herod had left behind him, and had also read the

letters he had received from Varus and Sabinus on the

matter, he assembled a council of the principal Romans (in

which Caius, the son of Agrippa and his own daughter
Julia, whom he had adopted as his own son, sat in the first

seat), and gave the pleaders leave to speak.

§ 5. Then stood up Salome's son Aitipater, (who of all

Archelaus' antagonists was the cleverest speaker,) and ac-

cused him as follows. He said that Archelaus did in words
lay claim to the kingdom, but had in deed long exercised

royal authority, and so did but insult Augustus in desiring

to be now heard on that account ; since he had not waited
for his determination about the succession, but suborned
certain persons after Herod's death to move for putting the
diadem upon his head, and had sat on the throne and acted
as a king, and altered the arrangements of the army, and
granted to some higher dignities, and had also complied in

all things with the people in the requests they had made to

him as to their king, and had also set free those that had
been put in bonds by his father for most important rea-

sons, and now, after all this, he came to ask of his lord the
shadow of that royal authority, whose substance he had
already seized for himself, and so made Augustus lord, not
of things, but of words. He also reproached him further,

that his mourning for his father was only pretended, as he
put on a sad countenance in the day-time, but drank to
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great excess by night, which behaviour, he said, caused

the late disturbance among the multitude, for they were

indignant thereat. And indeed the purport of his whole
discourse was to aggravate Archelaus' crime in slaying such

a multitude about the temple, for they came to the feast,

but were barbarously slain in the midst of their own sacri-

fices ; and he said there was such a vast number of dead
bodies heaped together in the temple, as even a foreign

and implacable war could not have heaped together. And
he added, that it was the foreknowledge his father Herod
had of his barbarity, which made him never give him any
hopes of the kingdom, except when his mind was more
infirm than his body, and he was not able to reason

soundly, and did not remember whom he nominated in his

second testament as his successor ; and this was done by
him at a time when he had no complaints to make of him
whom he had nomiaated before, when he was sound in

body, and when his mind was free from aU disorder. If,

however, any one should suppose Herod's judgment, when
he was ill, was superior to his judgment at another time,

yet had Archelaus forfeited the kingdom by his behaviour,

and by actions contrary to the law, and to the disadvan-

tage of the realm. For what sort of a king would he be,

if he obtained the kingdom from Augustus, who had slain

so many before he had obtained it ?

§ 6. When Antipater had spoken much to this pur-

pose, and had produced a great number of his kindred

as witnesses to prove every part of the accusation, he ended

his discourse. Then Nicolaus stood up to plead for Arche-

laus. He argued that the slaughter in the temple could

not be avoided; for those that were slain were enemies

not only to the kingdom but also to Augustus, who was to

determine about him. He also showed that Archelaus'

accusers had advised him to perpetrate other things of

which he was accused. Moreover he insisted that the

latter testament should chiefly be esteemed valid, be-

cause Herod had therein appointed Augustus as the

person who should confirm the succession. For he who
showed such sense as to yield up his own power to the lord

of the world, could not be supposed mistaken in his judg-

ment about him that was to be his heir ; and he that so
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well knew whom to choose for arbitrator of the succession,

could not be unacquainted with the character of him whom
he chose for his successor.

§ 7. When Nicolaus had gone through all he had to say,

Archelaus came up gently and fell down at Augustus' knees.

Upon which he raised him up in a very kind manner, and
declared that he was worthy to succeed his father. How-
ever, he made no determination in the case ; but when he
had dismissed those assessors that had been with him that

day, he deliberated by himself as to what he had heard,

whether it were fit to appoint any of those named in the

various testaments as Herod's successor, or whether Herod's
dominions should be parted among all his posterity, for

a number of persons seemed to stand in need of support.

CHAP. III.

The Jews fight a great Battle with Sabinus' Soldiers, and a
great Destruction is made at Jerusalem.

§1-

NOW before Augustus had come to any determination
about these affairs, Archelaus' mother Malthace fell

sick and died. Letters also were brought out of Syria from
Varus about a revolt of the Jews. This was foreseen by
Varus, who accordingly, after Archelaus had sailed, went up
to Jerusalem to restrain its promoters, since it was manifest
that the nation would not be at rest ; and he left at Jeru-
salem one of the three legions which he had brought with
him out of Syria, andhimseK returned toAntioch. But Sabi-
nus went there after he was gone, and gave them a pretext

for making innovations ; for he compelled the keepers of the
citadels to deliver them up to him, and made a strict search
for the king's money, for depending not only on the soldiers

who were left by Varus, but on the multitude of his own
slaves, all of whom he armed, and used as the instruments
of his covetousness. Now when that feast, which was ob-
served after seven weeks, was at hand, which the Jews call

Pentecost, its name being taken from the number of days
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after the Passover, the people assembled together, not on
account of their accustomed worship, but from their in-

dignation. For an immense multitude came together from
G-alilee and Idumsea '- and Jericho,^ and from Persea

^

beyond the Jordan. But the people that naturally be-
longed to Judsea itself exceeded the rest both in numbers
and zeal. And they divided themselves into three parts,

and pitched their camps in three places, one at the north
side of the temple, another at the south side by the Hippo-
drome,^ and the third at the palace^ on the west. And they
lay round about the Eomans on every side, and besieged
them.

§ 2. Now Sabinus was afraid both of their numbers and
courage, and sent frequent messengers to Varus, and be-

sought him to come to his succour quickly, for if he
delayed, his legion would be cut to pieces ; and he himself

got up to the highest tower of the fortress, which was called

Phasaelus," and was so called after Herod's brother who
was tilled by the Parthians, and from thence he made
signs to the soldiers of the legion to attack the enemy ; for his

alarm was so great that he durst not go down to his own
men. And the soldiers obeyed and rushed forward into

the temple, and fought a terrible battle with the Jews

;

in which, while there were none above them to gall them,
they had the best of it from their skill, and the others'

want of skill, in war ; but when once many of the Jews
had got up to the top of the porticoes, and threw their

darts downwards upon the heads of the Eomans, a great

many of them were slain. Nor was it easy to avenge
themselves upon those that threw their weapons from
above, nor to stand the attack of those who fought them
hand to hand.

§ 3. As, therefore, the Eomans were sorely galled by
both these, they set fire to the porticoes, which were works

' Jewish War, i. 2, § 6. ^ er-Stka.

' Persea extended from Pella in the north to Maohserus in the south.

Antiq. xvii. 8, § 1 ; 11, § 4. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 4; iii. 3, § 3 ; iv.

7, §3-
» The Hippodrome appears to have been to the south of the Double

Gate in the Haram Wall at Jerusalem.
' That is, Herod's palace near the Jaffa Gate.
' The present ' Tower of David.'
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to be admired both for their size and costliness. There-

upon those that were on them were suddenly wrapped in

flames, and many of them perished therein ; many of them
also were cut to pieces by the enemy, as they leapt upon
them ; some of them also threw themselves down from the

walls behind, and some in the desperate condition they

were in anticipated the fire by killing themselves with their

own swords. And as many of them as crept down from the

walls, and rushed upon the Romans, were easily mastered
by them, because of the panic they were in, until at last,

some of the Jews being slain, and others dispersed from
the terror they were in, the soldiers fell upon the treasure

of Grod which was now deserted, and plundered about four

hundred talents, of which Sabinus got all that was not

stolen by the soldiers.

§ 4. Now this destruction of their porticoes and men
made a much greater number of Jews, and those of the

more warlike sort, to oppose the Romans ; and they sur-

rounded the palace, and threatened to destroy all that

were in it, unless they went away quickly ; for they pro-

mised that Sabinus should come to no harm, if he would
depart with his legion. Most also of the king's party

deserted the Romans, and assisted the Jews. How-
ever, the most warlike body of them all, who were three

thousand men of Sebaste,' went over to the Romans. Rufus
also, and Gratus, their captains, did the same, (Gratus

having the foot of the king's party under him, and Rufus
the horse,) each of whom, even without the forces under
them, were of great weight, on account of their courage and
wisdom, to turn the scales in war. Now the Jews perse-

vered in the siege, and tried to break down the walls of the

fortress, and cried out to Sabinus and his party to depart,

and not to prove a hindrance to them, now they hoped, after

a long time, to recover the autonomy that their forefathers

had enjoyed. Sabinus indeed would have been well con-

tented to get out of the danger he was in, but he distrusted

the assurances the Jews gave him, and suspected such
gentle treatment was but a bait laid as a snare for him

;

this consideration, together with the hopes he had of suc-

cour from Varus, made him bear the siege still longer.

' Sebustieh.
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CHAP. IV.

Herod's Veterans mutiny. The Bobberies of Judas. Simon
and Athrongceus take the name of King upon them.

§1-
A T this time there were great disturbances throughout
-^^ the country in many places, and the opportunity that
now offered itself induced many to set up for kings. In
Idumaea indeed two thousand of Herod's veterans handed
together, and armed themselves, and fought against those
of the king's party ; against whom the king's cousin Achia-
hus fought, making the places that were most strongly
fortified the base of his operations, and avoiding battle

with the enemy in the plains. In Sepphoris ' also, a city of
Gralilee, one Judas (the son of the arch-robber Ezekias,
who formerly overran the country, and had been subdued
by king Herod) got no small multitude together, and
broke into the royal armouries, and armed those about
him, and attacked those that desired to get power.

§ 2. In Persea also Simon, one of the king's slaves, rely-

ing upon his handsome appearance and tall stature, put a
diadem upon his head, and went about with a band of

robbers that he had got together, and burnt down the royal

palace that was at Jericho, and many other costly edifices

besides, and procured himself spoil very easily by snatch-

ing it out of the fire. And he would soon have burnt
down every handsome building, if G-ratus, the captain of

the king's foot, had not taken the Trachonite archers, and
the most warlike of Sebaste, and met him in battle, when
great numbers of his foot were slain. G-ratus also inter-

cepted Simon himself, as he was fleeing along a steep

ravine, and gave him an oblique stroke upon his neck, as

he fled, and cut his head off. The royal palace also that

was near the Jordan at Betharamathus " was burnt down by
some of the other rebels from Peraea.

§ 3. At this time a certain shepherd called Athrongseus

Sefurieh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 5.

Tell Rdmeh. The Beth-Haram of Josh. xiii. 27. Antiq. XTiii.

1 ; xiv. 1, § 4 (Livias). Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1 (Julias).
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ventured to set himself up for a king. It was his strength

of body that suggested to him the hope of such a dignity,

as well as his soul which despised death ; and, besides

these qualifications, he had four brothers who were as brave

as himself. He put a troop of armed men under each of his

brothers, and made use of them as his generals and satraps

to make incursions, while he himself Uke a king meddled
only with the more important affairs. And at this time he

put a diadem on his head, and continued afterwards to over-

run the country for no little time with his brothers, and
became their leader in killing both the Eomans and those of

the king's party, nor did any Jew escape him, if any gain

could accrue to him thereby. He once ventured to surround

a whole troop of Eomans at Emmaus,' who were carrying

com and weapons to their legion. And his men shot their

arrows and darts, and slew the centurion Arius and forty

of the bravest men, but the rest of them who were in danger
of the same fate escaped, as Gratus and the men of Se-

baste came up to their assistance. And when these

men had thus harassed both their own countrymen and
foreigners during the whole war, three of them were after

some time subdued, the eldest by Archelaus, the two next

by falling into the hands of G-ratus and Ptolemy, and
the fourth delivered himself up to Archelaus, upon his

giving him his right hand for security. However, this end
did not befall them till afterwards, and at present they filled

all Judsea with a guerilla war.

CHAP. V.

Varus composes the Tumults in Judcea, and crucifies about
two thousand of the Riotous.

§1.

UPON Vams' reception of the letters that were written
by Sabinus and his officers, he could not but be afraid

for the whole legion, and resolved to hasten to their reUef.

So he took with him the other two legions, with the four

1 Emmaus-Nicopolis, 'Amwds. Jewish War, i. H, § 2.



CHAJ>. V.J THE JEWISH WAR. 143

troops of horse belonging to tLem, and marched to Ptole-
mais ;

' having given orders for the auxiliaries that were
sent by the kings and governors of cities to meet him
there. Moreover, he received from the people of Berytus,^
as he passed through their city, fifteen hundred armed
men. Now as soon as the other body of auxiliaries were
come to Ptolemais, as well as Ajetas the Arabian, (who,
from the hatred he bore Herod, brought a great army of
horse and foot,) Varus sent a part of his army at once to
G-aUlee, which was near Ptolemais, with Caius one of his

friends as its commander, who put those that met him to
flight, and took the city of Sepphoris,^ and burnt it, and
made slaves of its inhabitants. As for Varus himself, he
marched to Samaria * with his whole army, and did
not meddle with that city, because he found that it had
made no commotion during these troubles, but pitched
his camp near a certain village which was called Arus :

'

which belonged to Ptolemy, and on that account was plun-
dered by the Arabians, who were very angry even with
Herod's friends also. He thence marched on to Sampho,°
another fortified village, which they plundered as they had
done the other, and carried ofE all the money they found
that belonged to the public revenues. And all was now full

of fire and bloodshed, and nothing could resist the plunder-

ing of the Arabians. Emmaus was also burnt, upon the

flight of its inhabitants, at the command of Varus, in his

rage at the slaughter of Arius and those that were with him.

§ 2. Varus marched on thence to Jerusalem, and as soon
as he and his army were but seen by the Jews, he dispersed

their force, for they retired and fled up the country. But
the citizens received him, and cleared themselves of having
had any hand in the revolt, and said, that they had raised

no commotion, but had been forced to admit the multitude

because of the festival, and had rather been besieged with
the Romans, than assisted those that had revolted. There
had before this met him Joseph, the cousin of Achelaus,

and Gratus and Rufus, who led the men of Sebaste,' and

' 'Akka, St. Jean d'Acre. ^ Beirut. Jewish War, i. 21, § 11.

' Sefurieh. Jewish War, i. S, § 5. * Sebustieh.
= Antiq. xvii. 10, § 9. " Antiq. xWi. 10, § 9.

7 Samaria, Sebustieh.
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the king's army ; there also met him those of the Roman
legion armed in their accustomed manner. As for Sabinus,

he durst not come into Varus' sight, but had gone out of

the city before this to the seaside. And Varus sent a part

of his army into the country against those that had been
the authors of this commotion, and great numbers were
captured, and those that appeared to have had least con-

cern in these tumults he merely put into prison, but such
as were the most guilty he crucified to the number of about
two thousand.

§ 3. He was also informed that there still remained ten
thousand men in arms in Idumsea. And as he found
that the Arabians did not act like allies, but managed the
war according to their own passions, and did mischief

to the country against his wish from their hatred to

Herod, he sent them away, and pushed on with his own
legions against those that had revolted. And they, at the
advice of Achiabus, surrendered to him before it came to a
battle. Then did Varus forgive the men their offences, but
sent their leaders to Augustus to be examined by him.
And Augustus forgave the rest, but gave orders that certain

of the king's relations (for some of those that were among
them were Herod's kinsmen) should be put to death, be-

cause they had engaged in war against a king of their own
family. When, therefore. Varus had settled matters at

Jerusalem in this manner, and had left the legion formerly
there as a garrison, he returned to Antioch.

CHAP. VI.

The Jews greatly complain of Archelaus, and desire that they

may lie made a Roman Province. And ivhen Augustus
had heard what they had to say, he distributed Herod's
Dominions among his Sons, according to his own pleasure.

§1.
.

AND now came another accusation from the Jews against

Archelaus at Rome, which was made by those am-
bassadors, who before the revolt had come, at Varus' per-
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mission, to plead for the autonomy of their nation ; those

that came were only fifty in number, but more than eight

thousand of the Jews at Rome supported them. And
when Augustus had assembled a council of the principal

Eiomans and his friends in Apollo's temple on the Palatrae

Hill (which he had himself built and adorned at vast ex-

pense) the multitude of the Jews stood with these fifty

ambassadors, and on the other side stood Archelaus with
his friends. As for the friends of the kindred of Archelaus,

they stood on neither side ; for their hatred and envy of

him would not let them stand on Archelaus' side, and they

were afraid to be seen by Augustus among his accusers. Be-
sides these Archelaus' brother Philip was present, who had
been sent on out of kindness byVarus for two reasons, one

to assist Archelaus, and the other, in case Augustus should

make a distribution of what Herod possessed among all

his posterity, that he might obtain some share of it.

§ 2. And now, upon permission being given the accusers

to speak, they first detailed Herod's various lawless acts,

and said that they had not had to endure a king, but the

most barbarous of all tyrants that ever lived. For
when a very great number had been slain by him, those

that were left had endured such miseries, that they con-

sidered those that were dead happy men ; for he had not

only tortured the bodies of his subjects, but entire cities.

He had also scandalously treated the cities of his own
country, while he had adorned those that belonged to

foreigners, and had shed the blood of Jews to gratify

strangers ; and had filled the nation full of poverty and
the greatest lawlessness, instead of that happiness and those

laws which it had anciently enjoyed. In short, the Jews

had borne more calamities from Herod in a few years,

than their forefathers had during all the interval of time

that had passed since they had returned home from

Babylon in the reign of Xerxes. However, the nation had

come to so low a condition, by being inured to ill treat-

ment, that they submitted to a self-imposed continuance of

bitter slavery. Accordingly, though he was the son of so

great a tyrant, they readily hailed Archelaus as kiag, after

the decease of his father, and joined with him in mourn-

ing for the death of Herod, and prayed for his succession.

IV. L



146 THE WOEKS or FLATITTS JOSEPHTJS. [bOOK II.

But he, lest he should be in danger of not being thought
the genuine son of Herod, began his reign with the

slaughter of three thousand citizens, and had offered so

many bloody sacrifices to G-od for his government, and had
defiled the temple with as many dead bodies at festival time.

Those therefore that were left after so many miseries had
just reason to consider now at last the calamities they had
undergone, and to oppose themselves, like soldiers in war,

to receive stripes upon their faces [and not upon their

backs as hitherto]. Wherefore they prayed that the

Romans would have compassion upon the remains of

Judsea, and not expose what was left of it to such as had
barbarously torn it in pieces, but that they would join

their country to Syria, and administer the government by
their own governors ; when it would be apparent that they

who were calumniated as seditious persons and lovers of

war, knew how to bear governors set over them, if they

were moderate ones. The Jews concluded their accusa-

tion with this request. Then rose up Nicolaus, and con-

futed the accusations which were brought against Herod
and Archelaus, and himself accused the Jewish nation, as

hard to be ruled, and as naturally disobedient to kings.

He also inveighed against all those kinsmen of Archelaus'

who had left him, and had gone over to his accusers.

§ 3. And Augustus, when he had heard both sides, dis-

solved the council for the time ; but a few days after-

wards he gave half of Herod's kingdom to Archelaus, by
the name of Ethnarch, and promised to make him king
also afterwards, if he showed himself worthy of that

dignity. As to the other half, he divided it into two
tetrarchies, and gave them to two other sons of Herod, one
to Philip, and the other to that Antipas who contested

the kingdom with Archelaus. Antipas had Persea ' and
Galilee, with a revenue of two hundred talents ; and Bata-
nsea,^ and Trachonitis,^ and Auranitis,' and certain parts of

Zeno's house about Jamnia," with a revenue of a hundred
talents, were made subject to Philip : while Idumsea," and

' Jewish War, ii. 3, § 1. '' Jewish War, i. 20, § 4.
> el-Lejah. Jewisii War, i. 20, § 4.

• The Haurdn. Jewish War, i. 20, § 4.

' Yebnah. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2. * Jewish War, i. 2, § G.
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all Judeea, and Samaria, were made parts of the ethnarchy
of Archelaus, but Samaria was eased of one quarter of its

taxes, because it had not revolted with the others. Arche-
laus also received the following as subject cities, viz.

Strato's Tower,^ and Sebaste,'' and Joppa,^ and Jerusalem

;

for as to the Greek cities, Gaza* and Gadara' and Hippos,"
Augustus cut them off from the kingdom, and added them
to Syria. And the revenue of the country that was given
to Archelaus was four hundred talents. Salome, also, be-
sides what Herod had left her in his testaments, was now
declared mistress of Jamnia and Azotus ' and Phasaelis.'

Augustus moreover bestowed upon her the royal palace in

Ascalon." So from all sources she got a revenue of sixty

talents. But Augustus put her property under the
ethnarchy of Archelaus. As for the rest of Herod's
offspring, they each received what was bequeathed to them
in his testaments ; and besides that, Augustus granted to

Herod's two virgin daughters five hundred thousand
[drachmae] of silver, and gave them in marriage to the

sons of Pheroras. And after this distribution of the

family property, he divided among them what had been
bequeathed to himself by Herod, which was a thousand
talents, picking out for himself only some inconsiderable

presents in honour of the deceased.

CHAP. vn.

The History of the spurious Alexander. Archelaus is

banished, and Glaphyra dies, after what was to happen to

both of them had been showed them in Breams.

§1-

MEANTIME a man who was by birth a Jew, but had
been brought up at Sidon '" with one of the Roman

freedmen, falsely pretended, on account of his personal

' Csesarea Palaestina, Kaisariyeh. ^ Sebustieh.

2 Jaffa. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2. * Ghuezeh. Jewish War, i. 4, §2.
' UmmKeis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2. ' Susiyeh. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.

' Azotus, Esdud. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.

8 Fitsa'il. Jewish War, i. 21, § 9.

" 'Ascalan. Jewish War, i. 9, § 2. '" Saida. Jewish War, i. 13, § 1.
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resemblance, that lie was that Alexander who was slain by
Herod, and went to Eome, hoping not to be detected there.

He had one of his own nation who was his instigator

in this, who knew all the affairs of the kingdom, and
instructed him to say that those that were sent to kill him
and Aristobulns had pity upon them and stole them away,
putting bodies that were like theirs in their places. In
this way he deceived the Jews that were at Crete,^ and got

a great deal of travelling-money from them, and sailed

thence to Melos," where he was thought so certainly genuine,

that he got a great deal more money, and prevailed upon
those that had entertained him to sail with him for Rome.
And he landed at Dicaearchia,' and got very large presents

from the Jews who dwelt there, and was escorted by his

supposed father's friends as if he were a king. Nay, his

personal resemblance procured him so much credit, that

those who had seen Alexander, and had even known him
very well, swore that he was the very same person. So the

whole body of the Jews that were at Eome ran out in

crowds to see him, and an innumerable multitude stood in

the narrow streets through which he was carried. For the

people of Melos were so infatuated, that they carried him
in a litter, and maintained a royal retinue for him at their

own cost.

§ 2. But Augustus, who knew perfectly well the features

of Alexander, because he had been accused by Herod before

him, even before he saw the man, doubted the truth of the
story, but, putting some belief in cheerful hopes, sent

Celadus, who weU knew Alexander, and ordered him to

bring the young man to him. And when Augustus saw
him, he immediately discerned the difference of his coun-
tenance, and when he discovered that his whole body was
of a more robust texture, and like that of a slave, he
detected all the contrivance. But the impudence of what
he said greatly provoked Augustus. For he told those
who asked about Aristobulus that he also was preserved
alive, but was left on purpose in Cyprus* for fear of

' Antiq. xvii. 12, § 1 ; Against Apion, ii. § 17.
' Milo. The most westerly of the Cyclades. Aniiq. xvii. 12, §§ 1 , 2.

' Puteoli, FozzuoU. Life, § 3; Antiq. xvii. 12, § 1.

* Antiq. xiii. 10, § 4 ; xvii. 12, § 2.



CHAP. VII.] THE JEWISH WAE. 149

treaclaery, because it would be harder for plotters to get
them both into their power while they were separate.
Then Celadus tookhim apart, and said to him, " The emperor
will give thee thy life, if thou wilt discover who it was
that persuaded thee to concoct such a story." So he said
that he would discover him, and followed Celadus to
Augustus, and pointed out the Jew who had trafficked on
the personal resemblance as a means of getting money, for
he had received more presents in every city than ever
Alexander did when he was alive. Augustus laughed at
the matter, and put this spurious Alexander among his
rowers, on account of the strength of his body, but ordered
him that had instigated him to this contrivance to be put
to death. As for the people of Melos, they had been
sufficiently punished for their folly, by the expenses they
had been put to on his account.

§ 3. And now Archelaus took possession of his ethnarchy,
and used not only the Jews, but alsO the Samaritans
barbarously, remembering their old quarrels with him.
So they both sent ambassadors against him to Augustus,
and in the ninth year of his government he was banished
to Vienne,' a city in Gaul, and his effects were confiscated

to Augustus' treasury. And the story goes that, before

he was sent for by Augustus, he dreamed he saw nine
ears of corn, full and large, devoured by oxen. When,
therefore, he had sent for the diviners, and some of the

Chaldaeans, and inquired of them what they thought this

portended, and when one of them gave one interpretation,

and another another, Simon, one of the sect of the Essenes,

said that he thought the ears of com denoted years, and
the oxen denoted changes of affairs, because by ploughing
they made an alteration of the country. He would there-

fore probably reign as many years as there were ears of

corn, and after he had passed through various alterations

of fortune, would die. And five days after Archelaus had
heard this interpretation, he was called to his trial.

§ 4. I cannot but also think worth recording the dream
that Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappa-
docia, had, who had originally been wife of Alexander (the

* Vienne, on the left bank of the Rhone. Antiq. xvii. 13, § 2.
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brother of that Archelaus of whom I have been speaking,
and the son of Herod the king, by whom he was put to

death, as I have previously related), and after his death
married Juba king of Libya,' and after his death returned
home, and Hved in widowhood with her father, till Arche-
laus, the ethnarch, saw her, and fell so deeply in love with
her, that he divorced Mariamne, who was then his wife, and
married her. Now when she had returned to Judsea, and
had been there a little while, she dreamed she saw Alexander
standing by her, and that he said to her, " Thy marriage
with the king of Libya might have been sufficient for thee

;

but thou wast not contented with him, but art returned
again to my family, to a third husband, and thou hast,

chosen for thine husband, O impudent woman, my brother.

However, I will not overlook the injury thou hast done
me ; I shall have thee again, whether thou wilt or no."

And after telling her dream she barely survived two days.

CHAP. vin.

ArcTielaus' Ethnarchy is reduced to a Roman Province. The
Rising of Judas of Galilee. The three Sects of the Jews.

§1-

AND now Archelaus' portion of Judaea was reduced to a
Eoman province ; and Coponius, a man of the eques-

trian order among the Romans, was sent as governor, having
the power of life and death put into his hands by Augustus.
It was under his administration that a certain Galilaean,

whose name was Judas, induced his countrymen to revolt,

and said they were cowards if they would endure paving
tribute to the Eomans, and after Grod submit to moi'tal
men as their lords. This man was a founder of a peculiar
sect of his own, and was not at all like the other founders
of sects.

§ 2. For there are three philosophical sects among the

1 The country west of Egypt. Antiq. i. 6, § 2 ; i. 15 ; Jewish 'War,
vii. II, § 1.
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Jews, the followers of the first of which are called Phari-
sees, those of the second Sadducees, and those of the third
sect, which seems to practise a severer discipline, Essenes.
These last are Jews by birth, and seem to have a greater
affection for one another than the other sects have. They
reject pleasures as vice, and esteem continence and the
conquest over our passions to be virtue. They despise
marriage, but choose out other persons' children whUe they
are pliable and fit for learning, and adopt them as their

kindred, and form them according to their own manners.
They do not absolutely repudiate marriage, and the con-
tinuance of the human race thereby, but are on their guard
against the lascivious behaviour of women, and are per-

suaded that none of them preserve fidelity to one man.
§ 3. These men are despisers of riches, and wonderfully

communistic, nor is there any one to be found among them
who possesses more than another. For it is a law among
them, that those who join their sect must let what they
have be common to the whole body ; insomuch that among
them all there is no appearance of abject poverty, or excess

of riches, but everyone's property forms a common stock,

and is, as it were, one patrimony for all the brethren. They
think oil a defilement, and if any one of them gets any on
his body against his will, he wipes his body ; for they
think to be dry is a good thing, as also to be continually

clothed in white garments. They also elect people to

manage their common affairs, who have each no business of

their own, but only act for the society.

§ 4. They have no one particular city, but many of them
dwell in every city ; and if any of their sect come from other

places, what they have is open to them just as if it were

their own, and they go into the houses of thosewhom they

never knew before, as if they were their most intimate

friends. Accordingly they carry nothing at all with them
when they travel, though they take their weapons with

them for fear of robbers. And they have in each city a

person specially told off to take care of strangers, and
to provide garments and other necessaries for them. And
the dress and management of their bodies is such as chil-

dren use who are in fear of their tutors. They do not

change their garments or shoes, tiU they are first entirely
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torn to pieces, or worn out by time. Nor do they either

buy or sell anything to one another, but every one of them
gives Tvhat he has to him that wants it, and receives from
him again in lieu of it what is useful to himself ; and even
though no requital be made, they are fully allowed to take

what they want of whomever they please.

§ 5. As for their piety towards God, it is very extraordi-

nary ; for before sun-rise they speak not a word about pro-

fane matters, but offer up certain prayers, which they have
received from their forefathers, as if they made a supplica-

tion for its rising. After this, every one of them is dis-

missed by the managers to carry out the work in which they
are proficients, at which they labour with great diligence

till the fifth hour, after which they assemble together
again in one place, and when they have clothed themselves
in linen, they bathe their bodies in cold water ; and after

this purification they assemble in an apartment of their

own, into which none of another sect are permitted to

enter ; and they go pure into the dining-room , as into a
holy temple. And when they have quietly sat down, the

baker lays loaves before them in order, and the cook brings

a single plate of one sort of food, and sets it before each of

them. And a priest offers a prayer, before which it is un-
lawful for any one to taste of the food, and after the
meal is over he offers up a prayer again, and when they
begin, and when they end, they praise Grod, as the giver of

their food. After this they lay aside their linen garments,
as sacred, and betake themselves to their labours again till

the evening ; they then return home and sup in the same
manner, aad if there be any strangers there, they sit down
with them. Nor does any clamour or disturbance ever
pollute their house, but they give every one leave to speak
in turn ; and the silence of the inmates appears to those
outside like some tremendous mystery ; but the cause of it

is their perpetual sobriety, and the fact that the meat and
drink that is allotted them comes short of satiety.

§ 6. And indeed in all other things, they do nothing but
according to the injunctions of their managers ; only two
things are done among them at their own option, namely
assisting those that want assistance, and showing mercy.
For they are permitted at their own option to succour such
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as are deserving when they stand in need of succour, and
to give food to those that are in distress ; but they cannot
give any thing to their kindred vpithout the leave of the

managers. They dispense their anger in a just manner, and
restrain their passion. They are eminent for fidelity, and
are the ministers of peace. Whatever they say also is firmer

than an oath ; but swearing is avoided by them, and they
esteem, it worse than perjury ; for they say that what cannot
be believedwithout [swearingby] Grod, isabeady condemned.
They also take great pains in studying the writings of the

ancients, and choose out of them what is most for the ad-

vantage of soul and body, and inquire after such roots and
medicinal stones as may cure their diseases.

§ 7. Now if any one has a mind to come over to their

sect, he is not immediately admitted, but he is prescribed

the same method of living as they use for a year, while

he continues excluded, and they give him also a small

hatchet, and the forementioned girdle, and the white gar-

ment. And when he has during that time given evidence

of his continence, he approaches nearer to their way of

living, and is made a partaker of their waters of purifica-

tion
;
yet is he not even now admitted to live with them

;

for after this demonstration of his fortitude, his character

is tested two more years, and if he appear to be worthy,

they then admit him into their society. And before he' is

allowed to touch their common food, he is obliged to take

tremendous oaths, in the first place that he will exercise

piety towards God, and next that he will observe justice

towards men, and that he will do no harm to any one,

either of his own accord, or at the command of others, and
that he will always hate the wicked, and help the righteous,

and that he will ever show fidelity to all men, and especially

to those in authority, because no one rules without the will

of Grod, and that if he be in authority, he will at no time

whatever abuse his authority, or endeavour to outshine his

subjects, either in dress or any other finery ; and that he

will ever be a lover of truth, and propose to himself to re-

prove those that tell lies ; and that he will keep his hands

clean from theft, and his soul from unlawful gain; and

that he will neither conceal any thing from those of his own
sect, nor discover any of their doctrines to others ; no, not
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though any one should try to compel him so to do at the
risk of his life. Moreover, he swears to communicate
their doctrines to no one in any other way than as he re-

ceived them himself ; and that he will abstain from robbery,
and will equally preserve the books belonging to their sect,

and the names of their angels. These are the oaths by
which they secure their proselytes to themselves.

§ 8. As for those that are caught in any heinous sins,

they cast them out of their society, and he who is thus ex-

pelled often dies in a most miserable manner. For as he
is bound by the oaths he has taken, and by the customs
he has followed, he is not at liberty to partake of the food
that he meets with elsewhere, but is forced to eat herbs,
and so wastes away with hunger, and dies. And so they
receive many of them again, when they are at their last

gasp, out of compassion, thinking the miseries they have
endured till they came to the very brink of death a suffi-

cient punishment for the sins they have been guilty of.

§ 9. As to the judgments they exercise they are most
strictly just, nor do they pass sentence by the votes of a
court of fewer than a hundred persons. But what is once
determined by that number is unalterable. And what they
most of all honour, after God himself, is the name of their

legislator, whom if any one blaspheme, he is punished by
death. They also think it a good thing to obey their

elders and the majority : so if ten are sitting together,

none of them will speak if the other nine are against
speaking. They also avoid spitting in the midst, or on
the right hand, and are stricter than any other of the Jews
in resting from their labours on the seventh day. Tor they
not only get their food ready the day before, that they
may not be obliged to kindle a fire on that day, but they
will not on that day remove any vessel out of its place, nor
even go to stool. On other days they dig a small pit, a foot

deep, with a paddle (a kind of hatchet given them when
they are first admitted into the society), and covering them-
selves round with their garment, that they may not affront

the divine rays of light, they ease themselves into that pit,

after which they put the earth that was dug out again into

the pit, and even this they do only in the more lonely

places, which they choose out for this purpose : and
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although this easement of the body be natural, yet it is a
rule -with them to wash themselves after it, as if they were
defiled.

§ 1 0. Now after the time of their probation is over, they
are divided into four classes ; and so much are the juniors
inferior to the seniors, that if the seniors are touched by
the juniors, they must wash themselves, as if they had
been defiled by touching' a foreigner. They are long-lived
also, insomuch that many of them live above a hundred
years, owing to the simplicity of their diet, I think, and
regularity of life. They despise the miseries of life, and
are above pain by their spirit ; as for death, if it come
with glory, they esteem it better than living always. And
indeed our war with the Eomans gave abundant evidence
what great souls they all had, for though they were tortured
and racked, burnt and torn to pieces, and suffered all kinds
of instruments of torment, that they might either blaspheme
their legislator, or eat what was forbidden them, yet could
they not be made to do either, nor once to flatter their

tormentors, nor to shed a tear ; but they smiled amid their

pains, and laughed those to scorn who inflicted the tor-

ments upon them, and cheerfully resigned up their souls,

expecting to receive them again.

§ 11. For the opinion is prevalent among them that

bodies are corruptible, and that the matter they are made
of is not permanent, but that souls are immortal and con-

tinue for ever, and that they come out of the most thin air,

and are united to bodies as to prisons, into which they are

drawn by a certain natural enticement ; and when they are

set free from the bonds of the flesh, they then rejoice and
mount upwards as if released from a long bondage. They
think also, like the sons of the Greeks, that good souls

have their habitations beyond the ocean, in a region that is

neither oppressed with storms of rain or snow, nor with in-

tense heat, but refreshed by the gentle breathing of the

west wind, which perpetually blows from the ocean ; while

they allot to bad souls a murky and cold den, full of never-

ceasing punishments. And indeed the G-reeks seem to me
to have the same notion, when they allot the Islands of

the Blest to their brave men, whom they call heroes and
demigods, but to the souls of the wicked the region of the
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ungodly in Hades, -where their mythology relates that

certain persons are punished, such as Sisyphus and Tan-
talus and Ixion and Tityus ; on the supposition first that

souls are immortal, and next with a view to repel people

from vice and exhort them to virtue ; for they hold that

good men become better in the conduct of their life by
the hope they have of reward after death, and that the

vehement inclinations of bad men to vice are restrained

by fear, and by the expectation they are in, that although
they may escape detection in this life, they will suffer

immortal punishment after death. These are the divine

doctrines of the Essenes about the soul, which unavoidably
attract such as have but once tasted their philosophy.

§ 12. There are also those among them who profess to

foretell things to come, by reading the holy books, and
using several sorts of purifications, and being conversant

with the sayings of the prophets : and it is but seldom that

they miss in their predictions.

§ 13. There is also another order of Essenes, who agree

with the rest as to their way of living and customs and
laws, but differ from them as regards marriage. For they

think that those who do not marry cut off the principal

part of human life, which is the continuance of mankind,
nay, more, that if all men should be of the same opinion,

the whole race of mankind would soon fail. However, they

try their spouses for three years, and if they find that they
have their menses thrice, as a trial that they are likely to

be fruitful, they then marry them. But they do not go
with their wives when they are with child, showing that

they do not marry out of regard to pleasure, but only to

have children. Now the women go into the baths with
some of their garments on, as the men do with drawers on.

Such are the customs of this order of Essenes.

§ 14. As to the two other sects first mentioned, the

Pharisees are esteemed most skilful in the exact inter-

pretation of their laws, and are the first sect. They ascribe

all things to fate and God, and yet allow that to do what
is right or the contrary is principally in men's own power,

although fate co-operates in every action. They think also

that all souls are immortal, but that the souls of good men
only are removed into other bodies, while the souls of bad
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men are punished with eternal punishment. But the
Sadducees, the second sect, take away fate entirely, and
suppose that God is not the cause of our doing or not
doing what is bad, and they say that to do what is good
or had lies in men's own choice, and that the one or the
other so belongs to every one, that they may act as they
please. They also take away belief in the immortality of
the soul, and in punishments and rewards in Hades.
Moreover, the Pharisees are friendly to one another, and
cultivate concord for the general utility, but the behaviour
of the Sadducees to one another is rather rude, and their

intercourse with those of their own party is as bearish as
if they were strangers to them. Such is what I had to
say concerning the philosophic sects among the Jews.

CHAP. IX.

The Death of Salome. The Cities which Herod and Philip
huilt. Pilate's action causes Disturbances. Tiberius puts
Agrippa into Bonds, but Gaius frees him from them, and
mahes him King. Herod Antipas is banished.

§1-

AND now, when the ethnarchy of Archelaus had become
a Eoman province, the other sons of Herod, Philip and

Herod who was called Antipas, administered their own
tetrarchies. And when Salome died, she bequeathed to
Julia, the wife of Augustus, both her toparchy and Jamnia,^
as also her grove of palm-trees in Phasaehs.^ And when
the Eoman empire devolved upon Tiberius, the son of Julia,

upon the death of Augustus, who had reigned fifty-seven
years six months and two days, both Herod and Philip

continued in their tetrarchies, and the latter of them built

the city of Caesarea^ near the fountains of the Jordan in the

' Yeinak. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2.

" Fusail. Jewish War, i. 21, § 9.
* Caesarea Philippi, Bdnids. Jewish War, i. 21, § 3.
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region of Paneas, as also the city of Julias ^ in Lower
Graulanitis. Herod also built the city of Tiberias ^ in Galilee,

and one in Persea called Julias.^

§ 2. Now Pilate, who was sent into Judsea as governor

by Tiberius, introduced into Jerusalem by night covered

up those images of Caesar that are called standards.

This excited a very great tumult among the Jews when it

was day ; for those that were near them were astonished at

the sight of them, feeling that their laws were trodden

under foot, for those laws do not permit any sort of image
to be brought into the city. And besides the indignation

which the citizens themselves had at this, proceeding, a vast

number of the people came flocking out of the country.

They hastened to Csesarea * to Pilate, and besought him to

have those standards removed from Jerusalem, and to

respect their ancient laws. And upon Pilate's denial of

their request, they fell down prostrate upon the ground,

and continued immoveable in that posture for five days
and as many nights.

§ 3. On the next day Pilate sat upon his tribunal in the

great circus, and called to him the multitude, as if desirous

to give them an answer, and then gave a signal to the soldiers

according to a preconcerted arrangement to surround the

Jews with their weapons. So the band of soldiers stood
round about the Jews in three ranks, and the Jews were in

the utmost consternation at that unexpected sight, and
Pilate told them that they should be cut in pieces, unless

they would receive Csesar's images, and gave a signal to

the soldiers to draw their swords. Thereupon the Jews, as

if by agreement, fell down in vast numbers together, and
bared their necks, and cried out that they were ready to be
slain rather than that their law should be transgressed.

Thereupon Pilate was greatly surprised at their invincible

regard to their religion, and gave orders that the standards
should be at once carried away from Jerusalem.

§ 4. After this he raised another disturbance by ex-

1 Perhaps ei- Tell. Life, § 72 ; Antiq. xviii. 2, § 1 ; Jewish War, iii.

10, § 7.

" Tubariya. Life, pass. ; Antiq. xviii, 2, § 3.
^ Betharampha. Jewish War, ij. i, § '>,

' Cfesarea Paliustina, Kaisariyeh.
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pending the sacred treasure wliicli is called Corban on an
aqueduct,' whereby he brought water from a distance of

four hundred furlongs. At this the multitude were indig-

nant, and when Pilate was come to Jerusalem, they flocked

round his tribunal, and made a clamour. Now, as he was
apprised beforehand of this disturbance, he mixed up his

own soldiers in their armour with the multitude, and ordered

them to conceal themselves in the dress of private men, and
not to use their swords, but to beat with their staves those

that made the clamour, and he gave them the signal to do so

from his tribunal. And the Jews were so beaten, that many
of them perished from the stripes they received, and many
of them were trodden to death by one another in their

flight. And the multitude was dismayed at the calamity

of those that were slain, and held their peace.

§ 5. Meantime Agrippa, the son of that Aristobulus

who had been put to death by his father Herod, went to Tibe-

rius, to accuse Herod the tetrarch. But though Tiberius did

not receive his accusation, he stayed at Eome, and cultivated

a friendship with other men of note, and especially with
Caius the son of G-ermanicus, who was then but a private

person. Now this Agrippa, on one occasion feasting Caius,

was very complaisant to him in several other ways, and at

last stretched out his hands, and openly prayed that Tibe-

rius might die, and that he might soon see him emperor

of the world. This was told Tiberius by one of Agrippa'

s

domestics, and he was very angry, and shut up Agrippa in

prison, and had him ill treated there for six months, until

Tiberius died, after he had reigned twenty-two years six

months and three days.

§ 6. But when Caius was made emperor, he released

Agrippa from his bonds, and made him king of Philip's

tetrarchy, for Philip was now dead. And Agrippa's arriv-

ing at that degree of dignity inflamed the ambitious de-

sires of Herod the tetrarch ; who was chiefly induced

to hope for royalty by his wife Herodias, who reproached

him for his sloth, and told him that it was only because he

would not sail to the emperor, that he had lower rank
;

for since the emperor had made Agrippa a king from a

' Tlie aqueduct which conveyed water from the springs in the JVdiJi/

el-'Arriib to ' Solomon's Pools,' near Bethlehem.
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private person, mucli more would lie advance him from a
tetrarch to the same dignity. These arguments prevailed
with Herod, so that he went to Gains, by whom he was
punished for his ambition by being banished into Spain.
For Agrippa followed him to accuse him and Caius also
gave him Herod's tetrarchy. And Herod died in Spain,
where his wife joined him in exile.

CHAP. X.

Caius commands that Ms Statues should he set up in the

Temple itself; and how Petronius acted in the case.

§1-

NOW Caius Csesar did so grossly abuse the fortune he
ha.d arrived at, as to take himself to be a god, and to

desire to be called so, and to cut ofE those of the greatest

nobility in his own country, and to extend his impiety to

the Jews. Accordingly, he sent Petronius with an army to

Jerusalem, to place his statues in the temple, and com-
manded him, in case the Jews would not receive them, to

slay those that opposed this step, and to enslave all the
rest of the nation. But God concerned himself with these
commands. And Petronius marched out of Antioch
into Judaea with three legions and many Syrian auxili-

aries. Now some of the Jews could not believe the
rumours of war, but those that did believe them were
in the utmost anxiety how to defend themselves. And a
panic diffused itself presently through the whole nation,
for the army was already come to Ptolemais.

§ 2. This Ptolemais' is a maritime city of Galilee, built

in the great plain. It is surrounded by mountains ; that
on the east side, sixty furlongs off, belongs to Galilee ; that
on the south belongs to Carmel,' which is distant from it a
hundred and twenty furlongs ; and that on the north is the
highest of them all, and is called by the people of the coun-
try The Ladder of the Tyrians,' and this is at the distance

' 'JMa, Jewish War, i. 2, § I.

^ Mount Carmel, on the south side of the Bay of Acre.
' Bds en-Nakurah, between Acre and Tyre.
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of a himdred furlongs. The very small river Beleeus^ runs
by it, at the distance of two furlongs from the city, near
which is Memnon's monument, which has near it a re-

markable place no larger than a hundred cubits ; which
is round and hollow, and yields such sand as glass is made
of, and when this sand has been emptied by the many
ships loaded there, the place is filled again by the winds,
which sweep into it, as if on purpose, sand which lay
remote, and was common sand, which this mine turns
at once entirely into a glassy sand. And what seems to me
still more wonderful, the glassy sand which once leaves that
place becomes common sand again. Such is the nature of

the place we are speaking of.

§ 3. And now the Jews assembled together in great
numbers with their wives and children in the plain that
was near Ptolemais, and made supplications to Petronius,

first on behalf of their laws, and next on behalf of them-
selves. So he was prevailed upon by the multitude of the

siipplicants, and by their supplications, and left his army
and the statues at Ptolemais, and went on to Galilee, and
called together the multitude and all the men of note to

Tiberias, and declared to them the power of the Romans,
and the threatenings of Caius, and, also argued that

their petition was unreasonable. For as all the nations

subject to Eome had placed the images of the emperor in

their several cities among the rest of their gods, for them
alone to oppose it was alinost like the behaviour of rebels,

and was insulting to the emperor.

§ 4. And when they insisted on their law, and the cus-

tom of their country, and how it was not lawful for them
to put even an image of God, much less of a man, in any
profane part of their country, much less in the temple,

Petronius replied, "And am not I also bound to keej)

the law of my lord? Por if I transgress it, and spare

you, I shall justly perish. And he that sent me, and not

I, will war against you ; for I am under command as well

as you." Thereupon the whole multitude cried out, that
" they were ready to suffer for their law." Petronius then

tried to quiet their noise, and said to them, " Will you then
make war against the emperor?" The Jews said that they

' The Nahr N'amein.

IV. M
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offered sacrifices twice every day for the emperor and the

Roman people ; but if he would set up his statues, he
must first sacrifice the whole Jewish nation ; and they
were ready to expose themselves to be slain with their

children and wives. At tliis Petronius felt both astonish-

ment and pity on account of their invincible regard to

their religion, and their courage which made them ready
to die for it. And they were dismissed for the time with-

out effecting their object.

§ 5. But on the following days he assembled together the

influential men privately, and the multitude publicly, and
sometimes besought them, and sometimes advised them,
but chiefly threatened them, insisting upon the power
of the Romans, and the anger of Caius, and also the
necessity he was himself under. But as they could be no
way prevailed upon, and he saw that the country was in

danger of continuing unsown (for it was about seed-time
that the multitude continued for fifty days together idle),

he at last assembled them together, and told them that it

was best for him to run some hazard himself ;
" for either,

by the divine assistance, I shall persuade the emperor, and
shall myself gladly escape danger as well as you, or if he
continue in his rage, I will readily expose my own life for

such a great number as you are." Thereupon he dismissed
the multitude, who prayed greatly for his success, and led

his army back from Ptolemais, and returned to Antioch ;

'

from whence he sent a letter at once to the emperor, and
informed him of the march he had made into Judsea, and
of the supplications of the nation ; and said that, unless
he had a mind to lose both the country and the men in it,

he must permit them to keep their law, and must counter-
mand his former injunction. Caius answered his letter in

no measured terms, and threatened to have Petronius put to
death for his being so tardy in carrying out his commands.
But it happened that those who brought Caius' answer
were tempest-tossed on the sea for three months, while
others that brought the news of Caius' death had a good
voyage. So Petronius received news of Caius' death twenty-
seven days before he received the emperor's answer against
himself.

' On the Orontes.
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CHAP. XL

Concerning the Empire of Claudius and the Reign of
Agrippa. Concerning the Deaths of Agrippa and of
Herod, and what Family they both left behind them.

NOW when Caius liad been emperor three years and
eight months, and had been slain by treachery, Claudius

was carried ofE by the army that was in Eome and made
emperor. But the senate, at the suggestion of the consuls,

Sentius Saturninus and Pomponius Secundus, gave orders

to the three regiments of soldiers that sided with them to

keep the city quiet, and assembled in the Capitol, and re-

solved to oppose Claudius by force, on account of the bar-

barous treatment they had met with from Caius ; for they
determined either to settle the nation under an aristocracy,

as it had of old been governed, or at least to choose by vote

such an emperor as was worthy of the position.

§ 2. Now it happened that Agrippa at this time sojourned

at Eome, and that not only the senate called him to con-

sult with them, but also Claudius sent for him from the

camp, that he might help him in this emergency. And
he, perceiving that Claudius was in effect emperor already,

went to liim. And Claudius sent him as an ambassador
to the senate, to let them know what his intentions were,

and to state first that it was against his will that he was
carried off by the soldiers, but he thought it was not

right to leave them in the lurch in their zeal for him, and
if he should do so, his own fortune woiild be uncertain,

for it was dangerous to have been once called to the empire.

Claudius added further, that he would administer the

government as a good prince, and not as a tyrant ; for he
would be satisfied with the honour of being called emperor,

but would, in every one of his actions, permit them all to

give him their advice ; for even if he had not been by
nature a man of moderation, yet the death of Caius would
be a sufficient lesson how soberly he ought to act.

§ 3. This message was delivered by Agrippa. And the
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senate, relying on their army and wise counsels, replied

that they would not endure a voluntary slavery. When
Claudius heard what answer the senate had made, he sent

Agrippa again to take to them the foUowiag message, that

he would not betray those that had sworn to be true to

him, and if he had to fight, would fight unwillingly against

such as he had no mind to fight with ; however [if it must
come to that], it was proper to choose a place without the

city to fight in ; for it was impious to pollute the temples

of their city with the blood of their fellow-country-

men simply because of their ill-advisedness. And when
Agrippa had heard this message, he delivered it to the

senate.

§ .4. Meantime one of the soldiers on the side of the

senate drew his sword, and cried out, " Fellow-soldiers,

what is the meaning of our choosing to kill our brothers,

and to attack our kindred who are with Claudius, when
we have one for our emperor whom no one can blame, and
who has so many just claims on those against whom we
are going to fight ? " When he had said this, he marched
through the whole senate, and attracted to his side all his

fellow-soldiers. Upon this all the patricians were imme-
diately in a great fright at being thus deserted ; but as

there appeared no other course of safety, they made haste

to Claudius the same way as the soldiers. But those that

had more eagerly wooed fortune met them before the walls

with their naked swords ; and there was reason to fear

that those that reached the camp first would have been in

danger, before Claudius knew what violence the soldiers

were going to offer them, had not Agrippa rushed up and
told him what danger they were incurring, and that unless

he restrained the violence of those men who were mad
against the patricians, he would lose those on whose
account it was glorious to rule, and would be emperor over
a desert.

§ 5. When Claudius heard this, he restrained the violence

of the soldiers, and received the senate in the camp, and
treated them in an obhgiug manner, and went out with them
at once to offer thank-offerings to God on his accession to

the empire. And he bestowed on Agrippa his whole
paternal kingdom immediately, and also added Tracho-
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nitis^ and Auranitis,^ those countries that had been given

by Augustus to Herod, and also besides these the king-

dom which was called the kingdom of Lysanias.^ This gift

he signified to the people by a decree, and ordered the

magistrates to have the donation engraved on tables of

brass and set up in the Capitol. He also bestowed on his

brother Herod (who was also his son-in-law as he had mar-
ried Berenice) the kingdom of Chalcis.^

§ 6. So now riches quickly flowed in to Agrippa from his

enjoyment of such large dominions, nor did he waste the

money he had on small matters ; but he began to surround

Jerusalem with such a wall that, had it been brought to

perfection, would have made it impracticable for the

Romans to take it by siege ; but his death, which happened
at Csesarea,* before he had raised the walls to the intended

height, prevented this. He had then reigned three years,

and had governed his tetrarchies three previous years.

He left behind him three daughters, by his wife Cypres,

viz. Berenice, Mariamne, and Drusilla, and a son Agrippa

by the same mother. And as he was a very young child,

Claudius made the country a Eoman province again, and
sent Cuspius Fadus to be its governor, and after him
Tiberius Alexander, who, making no alterations in the

ancient laws, kept the nation in tranquillity. After this

Herod the king of Chalcis also died, and left two sons

by his brother's daughter Berenice, whose names were

Berenicianus and Hyrcanus. He also left a son Aristo-

bulus by his former wife Mariamne. There was besides

another brother of his that died a private person ; his

name was also Aristobulus, and he left a daughter whose

name was Jotape. These, as I formerly said, were the

children of Aristobulus the son of Herod. Now Aristo-

bulus and Alexander were sons of Herod by Mariamne,

and were put to death by their father. As for Alexander's

posterity, they reigned in Greater Armenia.

1 Jewish War, i. 20, § 4.

^ Abilene. Antiq. xix. 5, § 1.

' Kinnisrin. Jewish War, i. 9, § 2.

* Kaisarlyeh. Antiq. xix. 8, § 2.
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CHAP. XII.

Many Tumults under Cumanus, which are composed hij

Quadratiis. Felix is appointed Qovernor of Judcea.

Agrippa is advanced from Chalcis to a cjreaier King-
dom.

§1-

NOW after the death of Herod, king of Chalcis, Claudius
set Agrippa, the son of Agrippa, over his uncle's

kingdom ; and Cumanus succeeded Alexander in the ad-

ministration of the other province, under whom began
troubles and new calamities for the Jews. For when the
multitude were come together to Jerusalem to the feast

of Unleavened Bread, and a Soman cohort was stationed

above the portico of the temple, (for they always kept guard
under arms at the festivals, to prevent any outbreak which
the multitude thus gathered together might make,) one
of the soldiers pulled up his clothes, and stooped down,
and indecently exposed his backside to the Jews, and
spoke such words as you might expect from such a
posture. At this the whole multitude were indignant,

and made a clamour to Cumanus that he would punish the
soldier ; while the hot-headed youth, and such as were
naturally most riotous, fell to fighting, and snatched

up stones, and threw them at the soldiers. Upon this

Cumanus was afraid lest all the people should make an as-

sault upon him, and sent for more armed men. And as

they poured into the porticoes in great numbers, the
Jews were seized with a very great panic, and being beaten
out of the temple, fled pell-mell into the city ; and the
violence with which they crowded to get out was so

great, that they trod upon each other, and jostled one
another, till more than ten thousand of them were killed

;

insomuch that this feast became the cause of mourning
to the whole nation, and brought lamentation to every

family.

§ 2. Now there followed after this another calamity, which
arose from a tumult made by robbers ; for on the public road
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near Beth-horon,' one Stephen, a servant of the emperor,

was carrying some furniture, which the robbers fell upon,
and seized. Upon this Cumanus sent men to go round to the

neighbouring villages, and to bring their inhabitants to him.

bound, laying it to their charge that they had not pursued
after the robbers and arrested them. Then it was that a

certain soldier, finding in a certain village the sacred book
of the law, tore it to pieces, and threw it into the fire.^

Thereupon the Jewswere in great confusion, as if their whole
country were in a flame, being drawn together by their zeal

for their religion as if mechanically, and rushed with

united clamour to Csesarea to Cumanus, and made suppli-

cation to him, that he would not let this man go without

punishment who had offered such an affront to God and
their law. And he, perceiving that the multitude would
not be quiet unless they had a comfortable answer from
him, gave order that the soldier should be brought up and
led to execution through those that required to have him
punished ; and after that the Jews went their ways.

§ 3. After this there happened a fight between the

G-alilseans and Samaritans. For at a village called G-eman,^

which lies in the great plain of Samaria, as a great number
of Jews were going up to Jerusalem to the feast [of

Tabernacles], a certain G-alilsean was slain. At this a vast

number of people flocked together out of Galilee to fight

with the Samaritans ; but the principal men among them
went to Cumanus, and begged him, before the evil became
incurable, to go into the Samaritan district,* and bring the

authors of this murder to punishment, for there was no other

way to separate the multitudes without coming to blows.

However, Cumanus postponed their supplications to other

affairs he was then about, and sent the petitioners away
without effecting their object.

§ 4. But when this murder was reported at Jeru-

' The Boman road from Jerusalem to Joppa, Jaffa, which passed

through the two Beth-horons.
^ Keiand notes here, that the Talmud, in recounting ten sad accidents

for which the Jews ought to rend their garments, recltons this for one :

'• When they hear that the law of God is burnt."—W.
' JenXn. Antiq. xx. 6, § 1 ; Jewish War, iii. 3, § 4.

* Surely ti'f rriv ^a/iapeinSa is necessary. Itaque verti.
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salem, it greatly disturbed the multitudes, and they left

the feast, and set out for Samaria ^ without any generals,

nor would they be ruled by any of the magistrates that en-

deavoured to restrain them. But their factious and
marauding bands were led by one Eleazar, the son of

Dinseus, and by Alexander, who fell upon those that bor-

dered on the Acrabatene toparchy," and slew them, without

sparing any age, and set their villages on fire.

§ 5. But Cumanus took one troop of horse, called the

troop of Sebaste,^ from Ceesarea, and came to the assistance

of those that were being devastated. He also seized upon
many of those that followed Eleazar, but slew most of

them. As for the rest of the multitude of those that went
so zealously to fight against the Samaritans, the rulers of

Jerusalem ran out in sackcloth and with ashes on their

heads, and begged of them to go their ways, and not

by their attempt to revenge themselves upon the Samari-

tans to provoke the Eomans to come against Jerusalem,

but to have compassion upon their country and temple,

their children and wives, and not to bring the utmost
risk of destruction upon them merely to avenge one

Galilsean. The Jews listened to them and dispersed ; but

still a great many betook themselves to robbery in hope of

impunity, and plundering and insurrection on the part of

the more daring happened over the whole country. And the
influential persons among the Samaritans went to Tyre to

Ummidius Quadratus, the governor of Syria, and desired

that they that had laid waste their country might be
punished : the great men also of the Jews, and Jonathan
(son of Ananus), the high priest, went there and said that

the Samaritans were the beginners of the disturbance, be-

cause of the murder they had committed, and that Cumanus
had caused what had happened from his unwillingness to

punish the actual perpetrators of that murder.

§ 6. But Quadratus put off both parties for the time,

and told them, that when he went to those places, he
would make a diligent inquiry into all the circumstances.

' Sebustieh.
'' The name is still retained in 'Akraheh. Jew'sli War, iii. 3, § 5

;

iv. 9, §§ 3, 9.

^ Samaria.
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After this lie went to Caesarea, and crucified all those whom
Cumamis had taken, alive; and when he was come from
thence to the city of Lydda,' he heard the statement of the
Samaritans, and sent for eighteen of the Jews who he
learned had been concerned in that fight, and had them
beheaded : but he sent two others of those that had the
greatest influence, and also Jonathan and Ananias, the high
priests, as also Ananus the son of Ananias, and some other
eminent Jews, to Claudius, as also the most illustrious of
the Samaritans. He also ordered Cumanus and the tribune
Celer to sail to Home, to give Claudius an account of what
had been done. When he had arranged all this, he went
up from Lydda to Jerusalem, and finding the multitude
celebrating the feast of Unleavened Bread without any
tumult, he returned to Antioch.

§ 7. Now when Claudius at Eome had heard what
Cumanus and the Samaritans had to say (in the presence
of Agrippa, who zealously espoused the cause of the Jews,
as many influential men stood by Cumanus), he con-

demned the Samaritans, and commanded that three of the

most influential persons among them should be put to

death : and he banished Cumanus, and had Celer sent

bound to Jerusalem, to be delivered over to the Jews to be
tortured, and drawn round the city, and then beheaded.

§ 8. After this Claudius sent Felix, the brother of

Pallas, to be governor of Galilee and Samaria and Persea,

and removed Agrippa from Chalcis to a greater king-

dom ; for he gave him the tetrarchy which had belonged
to Philip, which contained Batansea and Trachonitis and
Gaulanitis : and he added to it the kingdom of Lysanias,

and the province which Varus had governed. Now
Claudius himself died when he had reigned thirteen years

eight months and twenty days, and left Nero as his suc-

cessor in the empire, whom he had adopted by his wife

Agrippina's intrigues as his successor, although he had a

son of his own, whose name was Britannicus, by Messahna
his former wife, and a daughter whose name was Octavia,

whom he had married to Nero. He had also a daughter
Antonia by Petina.

» Ludd. Jewish War, i. 15, § 6.
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CHAP. xin.

Nero adds four Cities to Agrippa's Kingdom ; hut the other

Farts of Judcea are under Felix. The disturbances raised

by the Sicarii, and the Magicians, and by an Egyptian

false Prophet. The Jews and Syrians have a Contest at

Ooesarea.

§1-

NOW as to the many ways in which Nero, becoming
mad from his excessive felicity and riches, abused his

good fortune, and how he slew his brother and wife and
mother, after whom he transferred his barbarity to the
most noble persons, and how, at last, he was so dis-

tracted that he became an actor in the scenes and upon the

theatre, all this I shall pass over because it is universally

known. But I shall turn to what happened to the Jews
in his time.

§ 2. Nero, then, bestowed the kingdom of Lesser

Armenia ^ upon Herod's son Aristobulus, and he added to

Agrippa's kingdom four cities, with the toparchies belong-

ing to them, as Abila ^ and Julias in Peraea,^ and Tarichea *

and Tiberias in Galilee ; but he made Felix governor over

the rest of Judaea. This Felix captured Eleazar the arch-

robber, who had ravaged the country for twenty years, and
many that were with him, alive, and sent them to Home

;

while the robbers he crucified, and the people who were
caught in their company, whom he brought to punishment,
were an innumerable multitude.

§ 3. When the country was rid of these, there sprang
up another sort of robbers in Jerusalem, who were called

Sicarii, who slew men in the day-time and in the midst of

the city, especially at the festivals, when they mixed
with the multitude, and concealed little daggers under
their garments, with which they stabbed those that were
their enemies ; and when any fell down dead, the mur-

^ Armenia Minor e.xtended west of ihc Euphrates over a portion of
Asia Minor.

'' Near Suk Wddy Barada, in Anti-Lebanon. Antiq. xix. 5, § 1
;

XX. 7, § 1. Jewish 'War, ii. 1 1, § 5.

3 Jewish War, ii. 3, § 1. * Kcrak. Jewish War, i. 8, § 9.
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derers joined the bystanders in expressing their indigna-
tion, so that from their plausibility they could by no
means be discovered. The first man who was slain by
them was Jonathan the high priest, afterwhom many were
slain every day, and the fear men were in of being so
treated was more harassing than the calamity itself, every-
body expecting death every hour, as men do in war. So
men kept a look out for their enemies at a great distance,
and even if their friends were coming, they durst not trust
them any longer, but were slain iu the midst of their sus-
picions and precautions. Such was the celerity of the
plotters, and so cunning was their contrivance against de-
tection.

§ 4. Another body of wicked men also sprung up, cleaner
iu their hands, but more wicked iu their intentions, who
destroyed the peace of the city no less than did these
murderers. Tor they were deceivers and deluders of the
people, and under pretence of divine illumination were for

innovations and changes, and prevailed on the multitude
to act like madmen, and went before them into the wilder-

ness, pretending that God would there show them signs of

liberty. But Felix thought this step the beginning of a
revolt ; so he sent some horse and foot, and cut to pieces a
great number of them.

§ 5. But an Egyptian false prophet did the Jews more
mischief still. He was a cheat and impostor, and yet got
credited as a prophet, and came into Judaea, and got to-

gether thirty thousand deluded men, whom he led round
foom the wilderness to the Mount which was called the

Mount of Olives, and intended to break into Jerusalem by
force from that place ; and if he could but once conquer
the Roman garrison and the people, he intended to

domineer over them by the assistance of those body-guards
of his that were to break into the city with him. But
Felix prevented his attempt, and met him with his Roman
soldiers, and all the people assisted Felix against him, so

that, when it came to a battle, the Egyptian ran away with

a few others, but most of those that were with him were
either killed or taken alive : and the rest of the multitude

dispersed every one to their own homes, and there con-

cealed themselves.
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§ 6. Isow when these had been quieted, it happened, as

it does in a diseased body, that another part caught the

infection. For several impostors and robbers assembled
together, and urged the Jews to revolt, and exhorted them
to assert their liberty, inflicting death on those that

continued in obedience to the Roman government, and
saying that such as wiUingly chose slavery ought to be by
force detached therefrom. And they divided themselves

into different bodies up and down the country, and plun-

dered the houses of well-to-do people, and slew the men
themselves, and set villages on fire ; so that all Judsea was
filled with the effects of their madness. And thus this

war was every day more and more fanned into flame.

§ 7. There was also another disturbance at Csesarea,' the

Jews, who were a mixed population there with the Syrians,

raising a tumult against them. The Jews maintained that

the city was theirs, and said that he who built it was
a Jew, namely king Herod. The Syrians admitted that its

builder was a Jew, but argued that it was none the less

built for Greeks ; for he who set up statues and temples in

it could not design it for Jews. On this matter both
parties had a controversy with one another, and the quarrel

came at last to arms, and the bolder on both sides daily

inarched out to fight. For the elders of the Jews were

not able to put a stop to their own people that were dis-

posed to be riotous, and the Greeks thought it a disgrace

for them to be overcome by Jews. Now the Jews had the

best of it in riches and strength of body, but the Greeks
had the advantage of assistance from the soldiers ; for most
of the Roman army there was raised out of Syria, and thus
being kinsmen they came readily to their assistance. How-
ever, the commanders were anxious to allay the disturbance,

and kept arresting those that were most for fighting on
either side, and punished them with stripes and bonds.
But the sufferings of those that were arrested did not
frighten the rest, or make them desist ; but they were still

more exasperated and riotous. And on one occasion when
the Jews had beaten the Syrians, Felix came into the
market place, and commanded them to go their ways, and
threatened them if they would not ; and as they did not

' Kaisariyeh.
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obey him, lie sent his soldiers against them, and slew a great
many of them, and also plundered their property. And
as the disturbance still continued, he chose out the leading
men on both sides, and sent them as ambassadors to Nero,
to argue on the merits of the case.

CHAP. XIV.

Festus succeeds Felix, who is succeeded by Alhinus, and he by
Flortis ; who by the Barbarity of his Rule forces the

Jews into War.

§1-

NOW Festus succeeded PeUx as governor, and tried to

put down those that most ravaged the country.

So he arrested most of the robbers, and slew a great

many of them. But Albinus, who succeeded Festus, did
not execute his office in the same manner, for there was no
kind of wickedness but he had a hand in it. For not only

did he in his official position steal and plunder every

one's substance, and burden the whole nation with taxes,

but he permitted the relations of such as were in prison for

robbery, and had been put there either by the senate of

every city or by former governors, to redeem them for

money, and nobody remained in the prisons as a malefactor,

but he who gave him nothing. At this time the audacity

of the innovating party at Jerusalem was very great, as the

opulent by their money got impunity for their rioting from.

Albinus, while those of the people who delighted not in

quiet joined themselves to the associates of Albinus. And
every one of these wicked wretches was surrounded by
his own band of robbers, while himself, like an arch-robber

or tyrant, made a figure among his company, and abused

his authority over his satellites to plunder those that lived

quietly. So it happened that those who were robbed of

their goods were forced to hold their peace, though they had
cause for great indignation, and those who had escaped

were forced to flatter him that deserved punishment, from

fear of suffering the same things. And to sum up, nobody
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durst speak their minds, for tyranny was generally pre-

valent ; and at this time the seeds were sown which brought
the city to destruction.

§ 2. And though such was the character of Albinus,

fet G-essius Florus, who succeeded him, showed him to

have been a most just person by comparison. For the

former did most of his ill-deeds in private and with a sort

of dissimulation, but Gressius made a show of his lawless-

ness to the nation, and as though he had been sent as an
executioner to punish condemned malefactors, omitted no

sort of outrage. For in cases that required pity he was
most barbarous, and in disgraceful things he was most
shameless ; nor could any one outdo him in disguising

the truth, nor contrive more subtle ways of deceit.

He indeed thought it a poor thing to get money out of

individuals, so he spoiled whole cities, and ruined entire

bodies of men at once, and did all but j)ublicly pro-

claim all over the country that everybody had liberty

to turn robber, upon condition that he went shares in the

spoil. And owing to his cupidity entire toparchies were
brought to desolation ; and many people left their country,

and fled into strange provinces.

§ 3. Now as long as Cestius Gallus administered the

province of Syria, nobody durst send an embassage to him
against Florus. But when he came to Jerusalem at the ap-

proach of the feast of Unleavened Bread, the people crowded
round him, not fewer in number than three millions,' and
besought him to commiserate the calamities of their

nation, and clamoured against Florus as the bane of their

country. But as he was present, and stood by Cestius,

he mocked at their petition. But Cestius quieted the ex-

citement of the multitude, and assured them that he
would take care that Florus should hereafter treat them
in a more gentle manner, and returned to Antioch. And
Florus conducted him on his way as far as Csesarea, and
deluded him, for he had at that very time the inten-

^ Here we may note, that 3,000,000 of tlie Jews were present at the
passover, a.d. 65, which confirms what Josephus elsewhere informs us
of, that at a passover a little later, they counted 256,500 paschal lambs,
wiiich. at twelve to each lamb, which is no immoderate calculation, come
to 3,078,000. See vi. 9, § 3.—W.
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tion in his anger of procuring war against the nation,
for by that means alone he thought he could conceal his
crimes. For he expected that, if peace continued, he
should have the Jews for his accusers before the emperor,
but if he could make them revolt, he should divert the
emperor's ' attention from smaller matters by this greater
evil. So he every day augmented their calamities, in order
to induce them to revolt from the Eomans.

§ 4. Now it happened at this time, that the G-reeks of

CsBsarea had won then* case, and obtained of Nero the
government of the city, and had brought back his judicial

decision in writing, and at the same time began the war,
in the twelfth year of the reign of Nero, and seventeenth
of the reign of Agrippa, in the month of Artemisius.

Now the cause of this war was by no means proportioned

to the heavy calamities which it brought upon us. For
the Jews that dwelt at Caesarea having a synagogue near
the place, whose owner was a certain Caesarean Grreek, had
frequently endeavoured to purchase the place, and had
offered for it a sum many times its value ; but as the owner
contemptuously refused their offers, and also raised other

buildings upon the place by way of affront to them, and
built workshops, and left the Jews but a narrow and very

difficult passage to their synagogue, the hotheaded Jewish
youths went hastily at first to the workmen and forbade

them to build, and as Florus stopped their violence, the

leading men of the Jews, among whom was John the pub-
lican, being in the utmost distress what to do, tried to bribe

Florus by eight talents to hinder the work. He then,

being intent upon nothing but getting money, promised
he would do for them all they desired of him, and took

the money and went away from Caesarea ^ to Sebaste,^ and
left the riot to take its course, as if he had sold a licence

to the Jews to fight it out.

§ 5. The next day, which was the seventh day of the

week, when the Jews were crowding apace to their syna-

gogue, a certain riotous person of Caesarea turned an

earthen vessel bottom upwards at the entrance of the

' Reading avrov (instead of avrSiv, which crept in from the line

above).
^ Csesarea PaliEstina, Kaisariyeh. ^ Samaria, Sebuslieh.
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synagogue, and sacrificed birds in it.' This thing terribly

exasperated the Jews, because their laws were affronted,

and the place was polluted. And the sober and moderate
portion of the Jews thought it well to have recourse to

their governors again ; but ,the riotous portion, and such

as were in the fervour of their youth, were vehemently
inflamed to fight. The riotous Greeks also of Oaesarea stood

ready for the same purpose (for they had, by agreement,

conducted the man to sacrifice), so they soon came to

blows. Then Jucundus, the master of the horse, who
was ordered to prevent the fight, came up and took
away the earthen vessel, and endeavoured to put a stop to

the riot. But as he was overcome by the violence of the

people of Csesarea, the Jews seized the books of their law,

and retired to Narbata, a place so called belonging to

them, which was sixty furlongs from Caesarea. But John,

and twelve of the principal men with him, went to

riorus to Sebaste, and complained bitterly of what had
happened, and besought him to help them, modestly re-

minding him of the eight talents they had given him.
But he had them arrested, and put in prison, on the

charge of carrying the books of their law from Caesarea.

§ 6. At this the people of Jerusalem were very indig-

nant, but they restrained their passion. However, Plorus, as

if he had a contract for the work, blew up the war into a
flame, and sent some to the sacred treasure to take seventeen

talents out, pretending that the emperor wanted them. At
this the people were in confusion immediately, and ran toge-

ther to the temple with piercing cries, and called upon the
emperor's name, and besought him to free them from the
tyranny of Plorus. Some also of the insurgents hurled the
most disgraceful reproaches against Morus, and carried a
basket about and begged some small coins for him, as for

a miserable beggar. But he was not made ashamed thereby

' Take here Dr. Hudson's very pertinent note. " By this action," says

he, " the killing of a bird over an earthen vessel, the Jews were exposed
as a leprous people (for that was to be done by the law in the cleansing

of a leper, Levit. xiv.). It is also known that the Gentiles reproached
the Jews as subject to the leprosy, and believed that they were driven

out of Egypt on that account. This, that eminent person, Mr. Reland,
suggested to me."—\V.
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of Hs love of money, but was provoked to get still more.
And instead of going to Caesarea, as he ought to have done,
and quenching the flame of war which was beginning there,

and so taking away the causes of any disturbance, for which
purpose indeed he had received a sum of money, he set

out with an army of horse and foot for Jerusalem, that he
might carry out his purpose by the arms of the Eomans,
and by terrorism and threats fleece the city.

§ 7. But the people, wishing to make Florus ashamed of

his impetuosity, met his soldiers with acclamations, and
prepared to receive him obsequiously. But he sent on
Capito a centurion with fifty horsemen, and bade them go
back, and not now make a show of receiving him in an
obliging manner, when they had so foully reproached him
before ; and said that if they were brave and bold, they
ought to jeer him to his face, and to show themselves
lovers of liberty, not only in words, but with their

weapons also. At this message the multitude was dis-

mayed, and upon the charging of Capito' s horsemen iato

the midst of them, they dispersed before they could salute

Florus, or manifest their submissive behaviour to the sol-

diers. And they retired to their own houses, and spent

the night in fear and dejection.

§ 8. And now Florus took up his quarters at the palace
;

and on the next day he had his tribunal set before it, and
sat upon it, when the high priests, and the principal

people, and aU those of the greatest eminence in the city,

came before his tribunal ; upon which Florus commanded
them to deliver up to him those that had abused him, and
told them that they should themselves share in his ven-

geance, if they did not produce the guilty persons. But they

affirmed that the people were peaceably disposed, and
begged forgiveness for those that had spoken amiss ; for

they said it was no wonder at all that in so great a

multitude there should be some too bold and because of

their youth foolish, but it was impossible to distinguish

those that had offended from the rest, as each one was sorry

for what he had done, and would deny it from fear of

what would follow. They said he ought, however, to pro-

vide for the peace of the nation, and to determine to pre-

serve the city for the Eomans, and rather for the sake of

IV. N
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a great number of innocent peojjle to forgive a few that

were guilty, than because of a few wicked to trouble so

large and loyal a body of men.

§ 9. Plorus was more provoked at this, and called out

aloud to the soldiers to plunder that which was called the

upper market-place, and to slay those whom they met.

And they, taking this exhortation of their commander
in a sense to suit their desire of gain, did not only

plunder the place they were sent to, but rushed into every

house, and slew the inhabitants. And the citizens fled

along the narrow lanes, and the soldiers slew those that

they caught, and no sort of plunder was omitted. They
also arrested many quiet peoj^le, and brought them before

Florus, whom he first insulted by scourging, and then
crucified them. And the entire number of those that

perished that day, with their wives and children (for they
did not spare even infants), was about three thousand and
six hundred. And what made this calamity the heavier,

was the following novelty in Roman barbarity : for Morns
ventured now to do what no one had done before, that is,

to have men of the equestrian order scourged' and nailed

to the cross before his tribunal ; who, although they were
by birth Jews, yet had that Roman dignity.

CHAP. XV.

Ooncerning Berenice's Petition to Florus to spare the Jews,
which was in vain, as also how, after the seditious Flame
was quenched, it ivas kindled again by Florus.

§1.

AT this time king Agrippa had set out for Alexandria,
to congratulate Alexander on his having obtained

the government of Egypt from Nero. But liis sister

Berenice was at Jerusalem, and when she saw the lawless
conduct of the soldiers, she was sorely affected at it ; and

' Here we have examples of native Jews who were of the equestrian
order among the Romans, and so ought never to have been whipped or
crucified, according to the Roman laws. See almost the like case in St.

Paul himself, Acts xxii. 25-29.—W.
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frequently sent the masters of her horse, and her body-
guards, to Florus, and begged of him to leave ofE these
slaughters. But he would not comply with her request,
and paid no regard either to the number of those already
slain, or to the nobility of her that interceded, but only
thought of the gain he might make by plundering. And
the violence of the soldiers raged even against the queen
herself ; for they not only ill-treated and killed those whom
they took under her very eyes, but would indeed have
killed her also, had she not prevented them by fleeing to
the palace, and staying there all night with her guards,
fearing the violence of the soldiers. Now she was staying
at this time at Jerusalem, in order to perform a vow which
she had made to G-od. For it is usual with those that
have been afflicted either with disease, or with any other
distresses, to make vows, and for thirty days before they
offer their sacrifices to abstain from wine, and to shave
the hair of their head. Berenice was now performing all

this, and she stood barefoot before Floras' tribunal, and
besought him [to spare the Jews]. But so far was she
from having any reverence paid to her, that she ran some
danger of being slain herself.

§ 2. These events happened on the sixteenth day of
the month Artemisius. Now the next day the multitude,
who were in great distress, ran together to the upper
market-place, and made the loudest lamentations for those
that had perished ; and most of their cries reflected on
Florus. At this the principal persons were terrified, as

also the high priests, and rent their garments, and fell

down before each of them, and begged them to be quiet,

and not to provoke Florus to some irremediable act of

violence in addition to what they had already suffered.

And the multitude complied immediately, out of reverence

to those that besought them, and in the hope that Florus
would do them no more injury.

§ 3. But Florus was vexed that the disturbance was
over, and endeavoured to kindle the flame again, and sent

for the high priests and the other eminent persons, and
said that the only proof that the people would desist

from any further rioting would be for them to go out

and meet the soldiers that were coming up from Caesarea,
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for two cohorts were on the road. And while they were

still calling the multitude together, he despatched mes-

sengers with directions to the centurions of the cohorts

on the road to teU the soldiers that were under them
not to return the Jews' salutations, and if they said any-

thing against Florus, they were to use their weapons. Now
the high priests assembled the multitude in the temple,

and desired them to go and meet the Romans, and to

salute the cohorts civiUy, before their miserable case should

become incurable. This the riotous party refused to do,

and the remembrance of those that had Ijeen slain made
the people incline to the bolder policy.

§ 4. Then every priest, and every minister of Grod, brought

out the holy vessels, and the ornamental garments wherein

they used to conduct their services, and the harpers and
singers of hymns with their instruments of music fell down
before the multitude, and begged of them that they would
preserve those holy ornaments to them, and not provoke

the Eomans to carry off their sacred treasures. One might
also see the high priests themselves, with dust sprinkled on
their heads, and their bosoms bared as their clothes were

rent ; these besought every one of the eminent men by
name, and the multitude en masse, that they would not by
offending in a very small matter betray their country to

those that were desirous to lay it waste. They asked what
benefit it would bring to the Eoman soldiers to have a

salutation from the Jews, or what improvement in their

own fortunes would come from their not going out now
to meet them ? For if they saluted them civilly, all pre-

text for beginning a war would be cut off from Florus, and
they would thereby gain their country, and freedom from
aU further sufferings. Besides, it would argue great weak-
ness in them to hearken to a few riotous persons, when it

behoved them, who were so numerous a body, to force the
others to act soberly.

§ 5. They used these arguments to the multitude, and
restrained some of the riotous by threats, and others by
the respect that was paid them. They then led them out

quietly and orderly to meet the soldiers, and when they
were come up with them, they saluted them. But as

they made no answer, the riotous cried out against Florus,
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which, was the signal given for falling upon them. The
soldiers therefore surrounded them at once, and struck
them with their clubs, and as they fled away, the horsemen
pursued them and trampled them down, so that many fell

down dead by the strokes of the Eomans, but more by
their crushing one another. And there was a terrible

squeeze near the gates, and as every body made haste to

get before another, the flight of all was retarded. And
there was a terrible destruction among those that fell

down, for they were so crushed and bruised by the number
of those that trampled upon them, that none of them could

be recognised by his relations for burial. The soldiers also

fell pell-mell upon those whom they met, and beat them,
and thrust back the multitude through the place called

Bezetha, forcing their way to get in, and seize upon the

temple and Antonia. Florus also, being desirous to get

those places iuto his possession, led out of the king's palace

such as were with him, and did his utmost to get to

the citadel. But his attempt failed, for the people turned

round on him, and checked his impetuosity, and as they

stood upon the tops of their houses, threw their darts

at the Eomans. And as they were sorely galled by those

weapons that came from above, and were not able to cut

their way through the multitude, who blocked up the

narrow streets, they retired to the camp which was at the

palace.

§ 6. But the riotous were afraid lest Florus should

come upon them again, and get possession of the temple

through Antonia; so they got immediately upon those

cloisters of the temple that joined Antonia, and cut them
down. This cooled the avarice of Florus, for whereas he

was eager to obtain the treasures of Grod, and so was

desirous of getting into Antonia, he left off his attempt

now the cloisters were broken down. And he sent for the

high priests and the Sanhedrim, and told them that he

was himseK indeed going to leave the city, but that he would

leave them as large a garrison as they should desire.

Thereupon they promised that everythiug should be secure,

and that they would make no innovations, in case he would

leave them one cohort only, but not the one which had

fought with the Jews, because the multitude bore it ill-
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will in consequence of what they had suffered from it ; so

he changed the cohort as they desired, and returned with

the rest of his force to Csesarea.

CHAP. XVI.

Cestius sends Neapolitanus the Tribune to see in what Co7idi-

tion the Affairs of the Jews luere. Agrippa makes a Speech

to the Jews to divert them from their intention of making

War against the Romans.

§1-

FLOEUS next tried another plan to bring about war,

and wrote to Cestius, falsely accusing the Jews of re-

volting, and imputing the beginning of the former fight to

them, and pretending that they had been its authors,

whereas they had only been the sufferers. However, the

rulers of Jerusalem were not silent upon this occasion, but

also themselves -s^-rote to Cestius, as did Berenice also,

about the lawlessness of Florus against the city. And
he, upon reading both accounts, consulted with his cap-

tains. Now some of them thought it best for Cestius to go

up with his army, either to punish the revolt, if revolt there

really was, or to make the Jews more settled if they re-

mained faithful to the Eomans, but he thought it best

himself to send on one of his intimate friends to see the

state of affairs, and to give him a faithful account of the

state of mind of the Jews. So he sent one of his tribunes,

whose name was Neapolitanus, who met with king Agrippa
at Jamnia,' as he was returning from Alexandria, and
told him who it was that sent him, and on what errand he
was sent.

§ 2. Now at this time the high priests, and influential

persons among the Jews, as also the Sanhedrim, came to

greet king Agrippa. And after they had paid him their

court, they lamented their own calamities, and related to

him the barbarous treatment they had met with from
Florus ; at which Agrippa was really very indignant, but

' Yebnah. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2.



CHAP. XVI.J THE JEWISH WAK. 183

craftily transferred Ms anger towards the Jews whom he
really pitied, wishing to abate their high thoughts of
themselves, and by trying to make them believe that they
had not been ill treated, to dissuade them from avenging
themselves. And they, being of better understanding
than the rest, and because of their wealth wishing for

peace, understood that this rebuke which the king gave
them was meant kindly. The people also came sixty fur-

longs out of Jerusalem, and greeted both Agrippa and
Neapolitanus. But the wives of those that had been slain

came running first of all and lamenting, and the people at

their wailing turned to lamentation also, and besought
Agrippa to assist them : they also loudly complained to

NeapoHtanus of the many miseries they had endured under
Floras, and showed both him and Agrippa, when they had
come into the city, how the market-place was desolate,

and the houses plundered. They then persuaded Neapoli-

tanus, by means of Agrippa, to walk round the city with
only one attendant as far as Siloam,' that he might see for

himself that the Jews submitted to aU the rest of the

Romans, and hated only Floras because of his exceed-

ing barbarity to them. So he walked round, and had
sufficient experience of the mildness of the people, and
then went up to the temple, where he called the multitude

together, and highly commended them for their fidelity to

the Romans, and earnestly exhorted them to keep the

peace ; and having done such reverence to the temple of

God as he was allowed to do, returned to Cestius.

§ 3. But as for the multitude of the Jews, they ad-

dressed themselves to king Agrippa and to the high

priests, and begged they might have leave to send ambas-

sadors to Nero against Floras, and not by their silence

after such great slaughter raise the suspicion that they

were disposed to revolt ; for they said they would seem to

have been the first beginners of the war, if they did not

first show who it was that began it. And it appeared

plain that they would not be quiet, if any body should

hinder them from sending such an embassage. And al-

though Agrippa thought it an invidious thing for them to

' The village or fountain of Siloam, Silwdn.
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appoint persons to go and accuse riorus, yet he did not
thint it for his interest to allow the Jews to drift into war.

He therefore called the multitude together into the colon-

nade, and placed his sister Berenice in a conspicuous

place on the house of the Asamonaeans ^ (which was above
the colonnade opposite the upper city, and a bridge joined

the temple to the colonnade), and spoke to them as follows.

§ 4.^ "If I saw that you were all determined to go to war
with the Eomans, and that the purest and most single-

hearted of the people did not purpose to live in peace, I

should not have come forward to speak to you, nor been
so bold as to give you counsel. Tor all discourse that

tends to persuade men to do what they ought to do is

superfluous, when the hearers are all agreed to do what is

wrong. But because some are impelled to war because
they are young, and without experience of the miseries

it brings, and others from an unreasonable expectation of

regaining their liberty, and others from cupidity and the
hope that, if affairs are in confusion, they may make gain
at the expense of the weak, I have thought it right to

convene you all together, and to say to you what I think
to be for your advantage, that so the former may grow
wiser and change their minds, and that the best men
may come to no harm by the ill-advisedness of some. And
let not any one raise a clamour against me, if what he
hears me say does not please him. For as to those who
are absolutely resolved upon revolt, it will still be in their
power to retain the same sentiments after my exhortation,
but my discourse will fall to the ground, even with relation

to those that have a mind to hear me, unless you will all

keep silence. I am well aware that many declaim on the
injuries that have been done you by your Eoman governors,

' The palace of the Asamonaeans was on the brow of the western hill

of Jerusalem, above the causeway over which ran the road from the
Temple to Herod's Palace.

* In this speech of king Agrippa we have an authentic account of the
extent and strength of the Eoman empire when the Jewish war began.
He is the same Agrippa who said to Paul, "Almost thou per-
suadest me to be a Christian," Acts xxvi. 28, and of whom St. Paul
said, " He was expert in all the customs and questions of the Jews,"
ver. 3. See another intimation of the limits of the same Roman empire,
Jewish War, iii. 5, § 7.—W.
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and pass encomiums on liberty. But before I examine
who you are and against whom you intend to fight, I shall

first separate this complication of pretexts. For iE you aim
at avenging yourselves on those who have done you injury,

why do you sing the praises of liberty ? But if you think all

servitude intolerable, complaint against particular governors
is superfiuous ; for even if they treated you with moderation,
it would still seem equally disgraceful to be in servitude.

Consider now these cases one by one, and see how little

reason there is for your going to war ; and first consider the
accusations you make against your Bioman governors. Now
one ought to be submissive to those in authority, and not
to give them any provocation. But when you reproach men
greatly for small offences, you excite those whom you re-

proach to be your adversaries ; for this will only make
them leave off hurting you privately, and with some
degree of modesty, and lay you waste openly. Now nothing
so much mitigates strokes as bearing them with patience

;

and the quietness of those who are injured diverts in-

jurious persons from afflicting. But suppose the Roman
officials are injurious to you, and are incurably severe

;

yet it is not all the Romans who thus injure you, nor has

the Emperor, against whom you are going to make war, in-

jured you. For it is not by their command that any wicked
governor is sent to you; for those who are in the West
cannot see those that are in the East ; nor indeed is it

easy for them there even to hear of what is done in these

parts. Now it is absurd to make war against a great many
for the sake of one, and against such a mighty nation

for a small cause, and that when they do not even know
of what we complain. Nay, what we complain of may
soon be corrected. For the same Roman governor will

not continue for ever, and it is likely that his successors

will come vrith more moderate inclinations. But if war be

once begun, it is not easily laid down again, nor borne

without calamities. Next, as to the desire of now re^

covering your liberty, it is somewhat late in the day for

that, for you ought before to have striven earnestly not

to have lost it. For the first experience of slavery is

hard to endure, and the struggle that you might never

have been subjected to it would have been just. But that
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slave who has once been brought into subjection, and then
revolts, is rather a refractory slave than a lover of liberty-

It was the proper time for doing all that was possible to

keep out the Romans when Pompey first came into the

country. But indeed our ancestors and their kings, though
they were much better situated than you are, both as to

money and bodies and souls, did not resist a small body
of the Roman army. And yet do you, who have inherited

obedience, and who are so much inferior in your circum-

stances to those who first submitted, venture to oppose the

entire empire of the Romans ? Even the Athenians, who,

to preserve the liberty of Greece, did once set fire to their

own city, and pursued as a fugitive in a single ship that

haughty Xerxes (who sailed on the land and walked on the

sea, and could not be contained by the seas, but led an army
too broad for Europe), and broke the tremendous power of

Asia at small Salamis,' are yet at this time servants to the

Romans, and the orders sent from Italy manage the leading

city of Greece. The Lacedaemonians also, after Thermopylae ^

and Platoea ' and Agesilaus' promenade through Asia, are

content with the same masters. The Macedonians also, who
still plume themselves on Philip and Alexander, and see

the empire of the world panting for them, endure so great

a change, and pay their homage to those whom fortiuae

has advanced in their stead. Nay, ten thousand other

nations have greater right than we to claim their liberty,

and yet submit. Tou are the only people who think it a

disgrace to be servants to those to whom all the world has
submitted. Wliat army do you rely on ? What arms do
you depend on ? Where is your fleet, that may sweep
the Roman seas? Where the treasures that will suffice

for your attack on them ? Do you think that you will

war against Egyptians and Arabians ? Will you not care-

fully reflect upon the strength of the Roman empire ? Will

you not compare with it your own weakness? Has not your
army been often beaten even by the neighbouring nations,

while the power of the Romans is invincible throughout

The small island of Salamis off the Pirseus.

The allusion is to the famous defence of the pass in 480 B.C.

That is after the memorable battle of Platiea in 479 B.C.
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the known world ? Nay, rather, they seek for something
still beyond that. For aU the Euphrates is not a sufficient

boundary for them on the east, nor the Ister * on the north,
and for their southern limit Libya ^ has been traversed by
them as far as countries uninhabited, as Grades ^ is their

limit on the west ; but they have sought for another world
beyond the ocean, and have carried their arms as far as

Britain which was never known before. What then are

you ? Are you richer than the Gauls, stronger than the
Germans, wiser than the Greeks, more numerous than all

men in the world ? Why does confidence stir you up
against the Romans ? Some one will say. It is hard to en-

dure slavery. Yes, but how much harder is this to the

Greeks, who are esteemed the noblest of all people under
the sun, yet, though they inhabit so large a country, obey
six Eoman fasces. The same is the case with the Macedo-
nians, who have juster reason to claim their liberty than
you have. What is the case with the five hundred cities of

Asia ? Do they not without any garrison pay their homage
to a single governor and to the consular fasces ? Why need
I speak of the Heniochi ' and Colchians,' and the nation of

the Tauri,^ and those that inhabit the Bosporus,' and the

nations about Pontus' and MBSotis," who formerly knew not

so much as a lord of their own, but are now subject to

three thousand armed men, and forty long ships keep in

peace the sea which before was unnavigable and tempes-

tuous ? How strong a plea may Bithynia, and Oappa-

docia, and the people of Pamphylia, the Lycians, and
Cilicians," put in for liberty ! Tet they pay tribute with-

out a struggle. The Thracians again, whose country ex-

' The Danube. ' Jewish War, ii. 7, § 4.

' Cadiz.
" A Colchian tribe between the western edge of the Caucasus and

the Black Sea.
' The Colchians were chiefly settled on the eastern and S.E. shores of

the Black Sea.
^ The inhabitants of the Crimea.
~ The Bosphorus.
" On the S. shore of the Black Sea.

' The Sea of Asov.
^^ Bithynia was in the N.W. of Asia Minor; Cappadoeia in the east

of Asia Minor, and west of Anti Taurus ; and Lycia, Pamphylia, and

Cilicia on the south coast.
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tends in breadth, five days' journey, and in length seven,

and is much more rugged and easily defended than yours,

and by the rigour of its cold keeps off armies, do not they
submit to two thousand Eomans in garrison? Are not
the lUyrians, who inhabit the adjoining country as far as

Dalmatia and the Ister, governed by barely two legions

;

by which also they put a stop to the incursions of the

Dacians ?
' As for the Dalmatians, who made such fre-

quent insurrections to regain their liberty, and who
could never before be so thoroughly subdued but that

they always gathered their forces together again and re-

volted, are they not now very quiet under one Eoman
legion ? However, if great advantages might provoke any
people to revolt, it might the Gauls most of aU, who are

so thoroughly fortified by nature, on the east by the Alps,

on the north by the river Ehine, on the south by the

Pyrenees, and on the west by the ocean. Now although
these Gauls have such bulwarks, and have no fewer than
three hundred and five nations among them, and have,

one may say, the fountains of happiness within them-
selves, and send out plentiful streams of their good things

over almost the whole world, yet they endure being tribu-

tary to the Romans, and deriving their prosperous condi-

tion from them ; and they undergo this, not because they
are of effeminate minds, or because they are of an ignoble

stock, since they warred for eighty years to preserve their

liberty; but because they were cowed not only by the

power of the Eomans, but by their good fortune, which
does more for them than their arms. They are therefore

kept in servitude by twelve hundred soldiers, a number
hardly as many as their cities. Nor has the gold dug out
of the mines of Spain sufficed to support the war to pre-

serve Spanish liberty, nor their vast distance from the
Romans by land and by sea, nor the martial tribes of the
Lusitanians '^ and Cantabri,^ nor the neighbouring ocean

' Uacia included Wallachia, and portions of Moldavia, Transylvania,
Hungary, &c.

2 Lusitania was on the west side of the Spanish Peninsula, and
included Portugal.

^ The Cantabrians inhabited the north side of the Spanish Peninsula

east of the Asturias, and are supposed to be represented by the Basques.
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with its tide, which was yet terrible to the ancient inhabi-
tants. Nay, the Eomans have extended their arms beyond
the pillars of Hercules, and have walked among the clouds
on the Pyrenees, and have subdued these nations. And
one legion is a sufficient guard for these people, although
they were so hard to conquer and so remote from Rome.
Who is there among you again who has not heard of the
great number of the Germans ? Tou have no doubt your-
selves frequently observed their strength and size, since
the Eomans have them among their captives everywhere.
Tet these Germans, who dwell in an immense country,
who have spirit even greater than their bodies, and a soul
that despises death, and who are in rage more fierce than
wild beasts, have the Rhine as the boundary of their im-
petuosity, and are tamed by eight Roman legions. Such
of them as were taken captive became their servants

; and
the rest of the entire nation were obliged to save them-
selves by flight. Do you also, who depend on the walls of
Jerusalem, consider what a wall the Britons had. For the
Romans sailed to them and subdued them, though they
were surrounded by the ocean, and inhabited an island

that is not less than our world, and four legions hold so

large an island. And why should I say more P since even
the Parthians, that most warlike race, lords of so many
nations, and possessed of such mighty power, send hostages
to the Romans ; and you may see in Italy the nobility of

the east on the pretext of peace submitting to serve them.
Now as almost all people under the sun pay homage to the
Roman arms, wUl you be the only people that will war
against them ? Will you disregard the fate of the Cartha-
ginians, who, in the midst of their brags about the great
Hannibal, and the nobility of their Phoenician extraction,

fell by the hand of Scipio ? Nor indeed have the Cyre-
nseans ' of Lacedsemonian extraction, nor the Marmaridse,^
a nation extending as far as the regions uninhabitable for

want of water, nor the Syrtes,' terrible to such as barely

' The people of Cyrene, now el-Krenna, in the Tripoli district.

^ The principal indigenous tribe W. of Egypt, between Cyrene and
the Nile.

' The people of the Syrtica Regio, between the Greater Syrtis, Gtdf
of Sidra, and the Lesser Syrtis, Gulf of Gabes.
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hear them mentioned, nor the Nasamones ^ and Moors," and
the immense multitude of the Numidians,^ been able to

put a stop to Eoman valour. As for the third part of the

habitable earth [Africa] (whose nations are not easy even

to number), which is bounded by the Atlantic Sea and the

pillars of Hercules,* and supports an innumerable multi-

tude of Ethiopians as far as the Eed Sea, this the Romans
have subdued entirely ; and besides the annual fruits of

the earth, which feed the population of Rome eight months
in the year, its inhabitants over and above pay all sorts

of tribute, and readily afford revenues for the necessities

of the government, not like you esteeming subordination

to Rome a disgrace, though they have but one Roman
legion quartered among them. And indeed what need is

there for showing you the power of the Romans in remote
countries, when it is so easy to learn it from your neigh-

bour Egypt, which extends as far as the Ethiopians and
Arabia Felix,^ and borders upon India, and contains seven

million five hundred thousand men, besides the inhabitants

of Alexandria, as may be inferred from the revenue of the

poll tax
;
yet it is not ashamed to submit to the Eoman

government, although it has in Alexandria a great incentive

to revolt, because it is so populous and rich, and also ex-

ceeding large, its length being thirty furlongs, and its

breadth no less than ten ; and it pays more tribute to the

Romans in one month than you do in a year ; and besides

what it pays in money, it sends corn to Rome that feeds its

population four months [in the year] : it is also fortified on
all sides either by almost impassable deserts, or by seas

that have no havens, or by rivers, or by lakes. But none
of these things has been found too strong for the good
fortune of the Romans ; but two legions that are quartered
in that city are a bridle both for the remoter parts of Egypt,
and for the parts inhabited by the nobility of the Mace-
donians. Whom then wiU you take for your allies for the

1 One of the most powerful nomadic tribes on the N. coast of Libya.
^ The inhabitants of Mauretania, on the N. W. coast of Africa.
' Numidia was the central tract of country on the N. coast of Africa.
^ The two hills, Calpe and Abyla. on either side of the Straits of

Gibraltar.
' The Peninsula of Arabia.
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war from the uninhabited parts of the world ? For all that

are in the inhabited part of the world are Romans ; unless

indeed any of you extends his hopes beyond the Euphrates,

and supposes that those of your own nation that dwell in

Adiabene ' will come to your assistance. But certainly they

will not embarrass themselves with so great a war on un-

justifiable grounds, nor, if they should follow such ill advice,

will the Parthian s permit them so to do ; for it is their con-

cern to maintain the truce that is between them and the

Romans, and they wiU. be supposed to violate its conditions,

if any people under their rule march against the Romans.
Nothing remains, therefore, but that you have recourse to

divine assistance ; but this also is already on the side of the

Romans ; for it is impossible that so vast an empire should

be maintained without God's favour. Reflect also how
impossible it will be for you zealously to observe your

religious customs, which are hard to be observed even when
vou fight against those whom you are easily able to conquer

;

and how can you then most of all hope for God's assistance,

when, by being forced to transgress his law, you will make
him turn his face from you ? And if you keep the sabbath

days, and will not be prevailed on to do any thing on them,

vou will easily be taken, as your forefathers were byPompey,
who pushed on his siege most vigorously on those days on

which the besieged rested. But if in time of war you trans-

p-ress the laws of your country, I cannot tell on what account

vou will afterwards go to war. For your concern is but

one, not to break any of your country's laws. And how will

vou call upon God to assist you, when you are voluntarily

transgressing against his religion? Now all men enter

into war either relying on divine or on human assistance
;

but since your going to war will cut off both those assis-

tances, those that are for war choose evident destruction.

What hinders you from slaying your children and wives

with Tour own hands, and burning this most excellent

native city of yours ? For by this mad prank you would

any way escape the reproach of being beaten. But it is

well, my friends, it is well, while the vessel is still in the

haven, to foresee impending dirty weather, and not to sail

' One of the provinces of Assyria. Jewish War, ii. 19, § 1.
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out of port into the midst of the storm to certaia ruin

(for we justly pity those that fall into great misfortunes

without foreseeing them, but he who rushes into manifest

ruin gains reproaches as well). For certainly no one

can imagine that one can war by agreement, or that

when the Romans have got you in their power, they wiU
treat you with moderation, and will not rather, for an

example to other nations, burn your holy city, and utterly

destroy your whole nation. Nor will those of you who
shall survive the war be able to find a place where to

flee to, since all men have the Romans for their lords

already, or are afraid they shall have hereafter. And the

danger concerns not those Jews that dwell here only, but

those that dwell in other cities also ; for there is no people

in the world who have not some of you among them. And
all of these your enemies will slay if you go to war, and so

every city which has Jews in it will be filled with slaiighter

because of the iU-advisedness of a few men ; and they who
slay them will be pardoned. And if that slaughter shoiild

not take place, consider how wicked a thing it is to take

up arms against those that are so kind to you. Have pity,

therefore, if not on your children and wives, yet upon this

your metropolis, and its sacred precincts. Spare the

temple, and preserve the sanctuary with its holy things

for yourselves. Tor if the Romans get you in their power,

they will no longer abstain from them, when their former

forbearance shall have been so ungratefully requited. I

call your sanctuary, and the holy angels of God, and our

common country, to witness that I have not kept back any
thing that is for your safety. And if you will follow my
good advice, which you ought to do, you will have peace in

common with me ; but if you shall be led on by passion,

you will incur danger which I shall be free from."

§ 5. When Agrippa had spoken thus, both he and his

sister wept, and by their tears repressed a great deal of the

violence of the people. But still they cried out that they

would not fight against the Romans, but they would against

riorus because of what they had suffered at his hands.

To this Agrippa replied, that what they had already done

was like warring against the Romans. " For you have not

paid the tribute which is due to the Emperor, and you have
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cut off the porticoes from the tower Antonia. Tou will

therefore prevent any occasion of revolt, if you will but join

these together again, and pay your tribute. For the citadel

does not now belong to Floras, nor are you to pay the tribute

money to Florus."

CHAP. XVII.

Hmv the War of the Jews roith the Momans began. Also con-
cerning Manahem.

§ 1-

THE people heartened to this advice, and went up into

the temple with the king and Berenice, and began to

rebuild the porticoes ; the rulers also and senators divided
among them the villages, and collected the tribute, and
soon got together forty talents, which was the sum that
was deficient. And thus Agrippa put a stop for the
present to the war which seemed imminent. Moreover, he
tried to persuade the multitude to obey Florus, until the
Emperor should send out his successor. But they were
very provoked at this advice, and cast reproaches upon the
king, and bade him go out of the city ; nay, some of the
riotous had the impudence to throw stones at him. So as

the king saw that the violence of those that were for innova-

tions was not to be restrained, and was very angry at the
insults he had received, he sent their rulers and influential

persons to Csesarea ' to Florus, that he might appoint whom
he thought fit to collect the tribute in the country, and
departed himself to his own kingdom.

§ 2. Now at this time some of those that mainly brought
about the war assembled together and marched against a

certain fortress called Masada.' They took it by treachery,

and slew the Eoman garrison that was in it, and put
in some of their own party to keep it. At the same time

Eleazar, the son of Ananias the high priest, a very bold

youth, who was at that time governor of the temple, per-

' Csesarea Palae^tina, Kaisarlyeh,
2 Sebbek. Jewish War, i. 12, § 1.

IV. O
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suaded those that officiated in the divine service to receive

no gift or sacrifice for any foreigner. And this was the

beginning of our war with the Eomana ; for the priests

rejected sacrifices both on behalf of the JEmperor and the

Romans generally. And though many of the high priests

and principal men besought them not to omit the cus-

tomary sacrifice for their emperors, they would not be pre-

vailed upon, relying much upon their numbers (for the

most vigorous of the innovators co-operated with them),

but paying the chief regard to Eleazar, the governor of the

temple.

§ 3. Thereupon the influential persons assembled together

and conferred with the high priests and the leading men
among the Pharisees, and thinking all was at stake, and
that their calamities were becoming incurable, took counsel

what was to be done. And they determined to try what
they could do with the riotous by words, and assembled the

people before the brazen gate, which was the gate of the

inner temple that faced east. And first they inveighed at

some length against this attempt at a revolt, and at bring-

ing so great a war upon their country, and next they

showed their pretext to be unreasonable, for they said that

their forefathers had mainly adorned their temple with

donations bestowed on them by foreigners, and had always

received what had been presented to them by foreign

nations, and had not only not rejected any person's sacri-

fice, (for that was most impious,) but had also placed

donations round the temple which were still visible, and
had remained there so long a time. They added that they

did now but irritate the Romans to take up arms against

them, and invited them to make war upon them, and in-

troduced a novel and strange divine worship, and deter-

mined to run the hazard of having their city condemned
for impiety, if among the Jews only no foreigner might
either sacrifice or worship. And whereas if such a law
should ever be introduced in the case of an individual, they

would be indignant at it, as an instance of definite in-

humanity, they had no regard to the Romans and the

Emperor being excluded from such privileges ! However,

they could not but fear, if they rejected their sacrifices, that

they would not be allowed to offer their own, and that their
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city would te put out of tlie 'bail of the empire, unless they
grew wiser quickly, and restored the sacrifices as formerly,
and indeed amended their insolence before the report of it

came to the ears of those that had been iasulted.

§ 4. And as they said these thiags, they produced those
priests that were skilful in the customs of their country,
who declared that all their forefathers had received sacri-

fices from foreigners. But not one of the imiovators would
hearken to what was said, nay, even those that ministered
in the temple would not attend to their divine service, but
tried to stir up war. So the influential persons, perceiving
that the sedition was too much for them to put down, and
that the danger which would arise from the Eomans would
come upon themselves first, tried to secure their own per-

sonal safety, and sent some ambassadors to Plorus, the
chief of whom was Simon the son of Ananias, and others to

Agrippa, among whom the most eminent were Saul and
Antipas and Costobarus, who were of the king's kindred.
And they begged both Florus and Agrippa to come with an
army to the city, and cut ofE the sedition before it should
grow too great to be put down. Now this terrible message
was good news to Florus, and because his design was to

kindle a war, he gave the ambassadors no answer at all. But
Agrippa was equally solicitous for those that were revolting,

and for those against whom the war was being stirred up,

and wished to preserve the Jews for the Bomans, and the
temple and metropolis for the Jews ; he was also aware that
it was not for his own advantage that the disturbances

should continue, so he sent three thousand horse to the
assistance of the people from Auranitis and Batansea and
Trachonitis,' under Darius the master of his horse, and
Philip (the son of Jacimus) the general of his army.

§ 5. Upon this the influential persons and the high
priests, and aU those of the multitude that desired

peace, took courage, and occupied the upper city; for

the seditious party were masters of the lower city and the

temple. And they hurled stones and slings perpetually

against one another, and threw darts continually on both
sides; and sometimes they made sorties by troops, and

' Jewish War, i. 20, § 4.
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fought hand to hand, the seditious being superior in hold-

ness, but the king's soldiers in skill. These last strove

chiefly to make themselves masters of the temple, and to

drive out those who profaned the sanctuary; whUe the

seditious with Eleazar, besides what they had already,

strove to get possession of the upper city. Thus there was
perpetual slaughter on both sides for seven days ; and
each side kept the ground they had won.

§ 6. Now the next day was the festival of Xylophory,

at which the custom was for every one to bring wood for

the altar (that there might never be a want of fuel for the

fire which was unquenchable and always burning) ; upon
that day the seditious party excluded their adversaries from
the observance of this part of religion. And when they had
joined to themselves many of the Sicarii, (that was the
name given to such robbers as had under their bosoms
swords called Sicae,) who rushed up with those that were
not so well armed, they grew bolder, and carried their

undertaking further ; insomuch, that the kiag's soldiers

were overpowered by their numbers and dariag, and
gave way, and were forced out of the upper city. They
then attacked and set fire to the house of Ananias the high
priest, and to the palaces of Agrippa and Berenice : after

which they set fire to the archives, hastening to burn the
bonds belonging to creditors, and so to cancel all debts

;

and this was done to gain over the multitude of debtors, and
that they might persuade the poor to join with less fear in

insurrection against the more wealthy. And when the
keepers of the records fled away, they set fire to them.
And when they had thus burnt down the nerves of the city,

they rushed against the enemy. Thereupon some of the
influential persons and high priests went into vaiilts under
ground and concealed themselves, while others fled with
the king's soldiers to the upper palace, and shut the gates
immediately, among whom were Ananias the high priest,

and his brother Ezekias, and the ambassadors that had
been sent to Agrippa. And now the seditious were con-

tented with the victory they had got, and the buildings

they had burnt down, and proceeded no further.

§ 7. But on the next day, which was the fifteenth day of

the month Lous, they made an assault upon Antonia, and



CHAP. XTII.] THE JEWISH WAK. 197

besieged the garrison whicli was in it two days, and took it,

and slew them, and set the citadel on fire ; after which they
marched to the palace, where the king's soldiers were fled,

and divided themselves into four bodies, and made an
attack upon the walls. As for those that were within,
none had the courage to sally out, because those that
assaulted them were so numerous ; but they posted them-
selves among the breast-works and turrets, arid shot at the
besiegers, whereby many of the robbers fell under the waUs.
Nor did they cease to fight with one another either by night
or by day, as the seditious supposed that those within would
be exhausted for want of food, and those within supposed
the besiegers would be worn out by their exertions.

§ 8. In the mean time one Manahem, the son of Judas
who was called the G-alilaean, (who was a very cunning
sophist, and had formerly reproached the Jews in the days
of Cyrenius, because after G-od they were subject to the
Eomans,) took some influential persons with him, and
went to Masada, where he broke open king Herod's
armoury, and gave arms not only to his own people, but to

other robbers also, and made them his body-guards, and
returned with the state of a king to Jerusalem, and became
the leader of the sedition, and directed the siege. But they
wanted proper instruments, and it was evidently im-
practicable to undermine the wall, because the darts came
down upon them from above. So they dug a mine from
a great distance under one of the towers and made it totter,

and having done that, they set on fire what was com-
bustible, and left it, and when the foundations were burnt
below, the tower fell down suddenly. But then another
wall was apparent, that had been built within ; for the be-
sieged were aware of what they were doing, and probably
the tower shook as itwas being undermined, so they made for

themselves another fortification. And when the besiegers

saw this unexpectedly, as they thought they had already

gained the place, they were dismayed, but those that were
within sent to Manahem, and to the other leaders of the

sedition, and asked that they might go out upon capitula-

tion. And this was granted to the king's soldiers and their

own countrymen only, who went out accordingly, but the

Eomans that were left alone were greatly dejected. For
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they were not aMe to force their way through, so great a
multitude, and they thought it would be a disgrace to ask
them to give them their right hand for their security, and
besides, if they should give it them, they could not depend
upon it. So they deserted their camp, as it was easy to
capture, and fled to the royal towers, called respectively

Hippicus and Phasaelus and Mariamne. But Manahem
and his men rushed to the place where the soldiers had
fled from, and slew as many of them as they could come
up with before they got up to the towers, and plimdered
their baggage, and set fire to their camp. This was done
on the sixth day of the month G-orpiaeus.

§ 9. And the next day the high priest Ananias was cap-

tured where he had concealed himself in an aqueduct of

the royal palace, and was slain with his brother Ezekias
by the robbers : and the seditious diligently guarded the
towers, lest any of the soldiers should escape. Now the
overthrow of the strong places and the death of the high
priest Ananias so pufEed up Manahem, that he became
barbarously cruel, and, as he thought he had no rival to

dispute the management of affairs with him, he was an
insupportable tyrant. But Eleazar and his party, after

they had interchanged their ideas, rose up against him, on
the ground that it was not right, as they had revolted

from the Romans out of the desire of liberty, to surrender
that liberty to any of their own people, and to put up
with a master, who, though he should be guilty of no
violence, was yet meaner than themselves ; as also, if they
were obliged to set some one over their public affairs, it

was fit they should give that privilege to any one rather

than to him. So they made an assault upon him in the
temple ; for he had gone up there to worship in a pompous
manner, adorned with royal garments, and had his fol-

lowers with him armed. And when Eleazar and his party
fell violently upon him, so did also the rest of the people,

and taking up stones to attack him with they threw them
at the sophist, for they thought if he were once killed that

the entire sedition would fall to the ground. Now Mana-
hem and his party made resistance for a while, but when
they perceived that the whole multitude were rushing upon
them, they fled which way every one was able : and those
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that were taken were slain, and those that hid themselves
were searched for. But a few got ofE safe and privately

escaped to Masada,' among whom was Eleazar, the son of
Jairus, who was akin to Manahem, and acted the part of
a tyrant at Masada afterwards. As for Manahem Mmself,
he fled to the place called Ophla,'' and there lay skulking in
private ; but they took him alive, and dragged him out
into the open, and tortured him with many sorts of torments,
and killed him, and they did the same to those that were
captains under him also, and particularly to the principal

instrument of his tyranny, whose name was Absalom.

§ 10. The people then, as I said, co-operated in this,

hoping to put a stop to the whole sedition ; but others

were in no haste to put an end to the war, but hoped to

prosecute it with less danger, now they had slain Manahem.
It is true, that when the people earnestly desired that they
would leave off besieging the soldiers, they were the more
earnest about it, till Metilius, who was the Roman general,

sent to Eleazar and his party, asking for their lives only,

and agreeing to deliver up their arms and whatever else

they had with them. The others readily complied with
their request, and sent to them G-orion the son of Nico-
medes, and Ananias the son of Sadduk, and Judas the son
of Jonathan, to give them the security of their right hands
and of their oaths. After this Metilius brought down his

soldiers, who, as long as they were in arms, were not
meddled with by any of the seditious, nor was there any
manifestation of treachery ; but as soon as, according to

the articles of capitulation, they had all laid down their

shields and swords, and without any further suspicion of

harm were going away, Eleazar's men attacked them in a
violent manner, and surrounded them and slew them,

while they neither resisted nor begged for mercy, but
only cried out upon this breach of the articles of capitula-

tion and their oaths. And thus were aU these men bar-

barously butchered except Metilius, for when he begged

for mercy, and promised that he would turn Jew and be
circumcised, they saved him only alive. The loss to the

Romans was but light, there being no more than a few

1 Sehbeh.
'' Ophel, immediately south of the Temple at Jerusalem.
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slain out of an immense army, but still it appeared to be
a prelude to the Jews' own destruction. And men made
public lamentation when they saw that the causes of the

war were incurable, and that the city was polluted with
such abominations, from which it was but reasonable to

expect some wrath from God, even though they should
escape vengeance from the Romans, and the city was full

of dejection, and every one of the moderate men in it were
in great alarm, as likely themselves to be punished for the

seditious. And indeed it so happened, that this butchery
took place on the sabbath day, on which day the Jews
have a respite from their works on account of divine

worship.

CHAP. xvni.

The Calamities and Slaughter that came upon the Jews.

§1-

NOW the people of Csesarea " slew the Jews that were
among them the very same day and hour, as if by

divine Providence, so that in one hour's time above twenty
thousand Jews were killed, and all Ceesarea was emptied
of them. And Plorus arrested such as ran away, and sent
them in bonds to the dockyards. At this stroke that the
Jews received at Csesarea, the whole nation was greatly
enraged ; so they divided themselves into several parties,

and laid waste the villages of the Syrians, and their neigh-
'bouring cities, Philadelphia ' and Sebonitis ^ and Gerasa *

and Pella° and Scythopolis." And after them they at-

tacked Gadara' and Hippos" and Gaulanitis," and some
cities they destroyed, and some they set on fire, and then

' Kaisarlyeh. ^ 'Amman. Jewish War, i. 2, § 4.
' Essebon, Heshbon, Hcsbihi. Antiq. xii. 4, § H : xiii. 15, § 4: xv.

8> § 5.

* Jerdsh. Jewish War, i. 4, § 8. « Fahil. Jewish \yar, i. 4, § 8.

° Bethshean, Beisun. Jewish War, i. 2, § 7.
'' Umm Keis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.
" SUsiyeh. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7. ° Jewish War, i. 4, § 4.



CHAP. XVIII.] THE JEWISH WAR. 201

went to Kedasa' which belonged to the Tyrians, and to

Ptolemais ^ and G-aba ' and Ceesarea. Nor were either

Sebaste^ or Ascalon' able to oppose their violence; but
when they had burnt these to the ground, they entirely

demolished Anthedon ° and Gaza.' Many also of the vil-

lages that were round every one of these cities were plun-

dered, and an immense slaughter made of the men who
were taken in them.

§ 2. However, the Syrians were even with the Jews in

the number of the men whom they slew, for they killed

those whom they took in their cities, and that not only out

of the hatred they bore them, as formerly, but now to pre-

vent the danger under which they were from them. And
dire confusion spread through all Syria, and every city was
divided into two armies encamped against one another, and
the preservation of the one party lay in the destruction of

the other ; so the days were spent in shedding blood, and the

nights in fear, which last was of the two the more terrible.

Tor when the Syrians thought they had killed all the Jews,

they were suspicious also of the Judaizers, and as each side

did not care to slay those whom they only suspected on the

other, so did they greatly fear them when they were mixed

with the others, as if they were certainly foreigners. More-

over, desire of gain was a provocation even to such as had
of old appeared very mild and gentle to kiU the opposite

party ; for they plundered without fear the effects of the

slain, and carried off the spoils of those whom they slew to

their own houses, as if they had been gained on the field

of battle ; and he was esteemed a man of mark who got

the greatest share, as having overcome the greatest

number of enemies. It was common to see cities full

of dead bodies lying unburied, and those of old men and

infants, all dead and scattered about together; dead

women also lay amongst them, without any covering for

' Kedesh Naphtali, Kades. Antiq. v. i. § 24 ; ix. 11, § 1; xiii. 5,

§ 6. Jewish War, iv. a, § 3.
= 'Akka.
^ Jebdta. Life, § 24. Antiq. xv. 8, § 5 ; Jewish War, iii. 3, § 1.

* Samaria, Scbusiieh.
' 'Ascah'w. Jewish War, i. 9, § 2.

" Agrippias. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2. ' Ghmzeh.
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their natedness ; and the whole proviace was full of inex-

pressible calamities, while the threats of stiR more barha-
roTis practices everywhere inspired greater terror than what
had been already perpetrated.

§ 3. Hitherto the conflicts had been between Jews and
foreigners ; but when they made a raid upon Scythopolis,'

they found Jews that acted as enemies ; for they stood
in battle array with those of Scythopolis, and preferred

their own safety to the tie of kindred, and fought against

their own countrymen. However, their excessive zeal was
suspected. For those of Scythopolis were afraid that they
would make an assault upon the city in the night-time,

and so, to their great detriment, would excuse themselves
to their fellow-countrymen for their defection from them.
So they commanded them, if they would confirm their

concord and demonstrate their fidelity to them, who were
of a different nation, to go out of the city with their

families to a neighbouring grove. And when they had
done as they were commanded, without suspecting any
thing, the people of Scythopolis were quiet for two days,

to tempt them to be secure, but on the third night they
watched their opportunity, and cut all their throats, some
being off their guard, and some asleep. The number that
was slain was above thirteen thousand, and they plundered
them of all that they had.

§ 4. It is worth relating what befell Simon, who was
the son of one Saul (a man of reputation among the Jews),
and eminent for strength of body and boldness, although
he abused them both to the hurt of his fellow-countrymen.
For he went out every day and slew a great many of the
Jews of Scythopolis, and frequently put them to flight, and
became himself alone the cause of his army's conquering.
But a just punishment overtook him for the slaughter of

those of the same nation as himself. For when the people
of Scythopolis surrounded them and threw their darts at

them in the grove, he drew his sword, but did not attack
any of the enemy (for he saw that he could do nothing
against such a multitude), but he cried out in a very
moving manner, and said, " 0, ye people of Scythopolis,

' Bethshean, Beisdii.
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I deservedly suffer for what I have done with relation to

you, in giving you such proof of my fidelity to you, hy
slaying so many of those that were my kinsmen. Where-
fore we very justly experience the perfidiousness of

foreigners, as we treated our own nation most impiously.

I will therefore die, polluted wretch as I am, by mine own
hands ; for it is not fit I should die by the hand of our
enemies ; and the same action will be to me both a punish-

ment for my great crimes, and a testimony of my courage
to my commendation, that so no one of our enemies may
be able to brag that it was he that slew me, or insult me
as I fall." When he had said this, he looked round
about him upon his family, with eyes of mingled pity

and rage (that family consisted of his wife and children

and aged parents) ; and first he took his father by his grey

hairs, and ran his sword through him, and after him he

did the same to his mother, who was not reluctant, and
after them he did the same to his wife and children, each

aU but offering themselves to his sword, being desirous to

anticipate the enemy. And when he had slain all his

family, he stood upon their bodies in the sight of all, and
stretching out his right hand, that his action might be

observed by all, he sheathed his entire sword in his own
bowels. This young man is worthy of pity on account of

the strength of his body and courage of his soul ; but
suffered what he deserved because of his fidelity to

foreigners.

§ 5. Besides this butchery at Scythopolis, each of the

other cities rose up against the Jews that were in them, for

those of Ascalon^ slew two thousand five hundred, and those

of Ptolemais' slew two thousand, and put not a few into

bonds ; and those of Tyre ^ put a great number to death,

but kept a greater number in prison ; moreover, those of

Hippos * and Gadara ' did the same, for they put to death,

the boldest of the Jews, but kept those of whom they were

afraid in custody ; as did the rest of the cities of Syria,

according as each of them either hated or feared the Jews.

Only the Antiochians, the Sidonians, and Apameans,' spared

1 'Ascaldn. ' 'Akha. ' Sur.

* SUsiyeh. ' Umm Keis.

' The people of Apamea, Kul'at eUMedyk.
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those that dwelt with them, and had not the heart either

to kill any of the Jews, or to put them in bonds. Per-
haps indeed they spared them because their own numbers
were so great that they despised their attempts, but I
think most of this favour was owing to their pitying those

whom they did not see making any innovations. As
for the Grerasenes, they did no harm to those that abode
with them, and conducted those who had a mind to go
away as far as their borders.

§ 6. There was also a plot laid against the Jews in

Agrippa's kingdom. He had himself gone to Antioch to

Cestius Grallus, but had left one of his companions, whose
name was Noarus, who was akin to king Sohemus, to see

to public affairs. Now there came seventy men from
Batanaea,' who were the most considerable of their citizens

for their birth and understanding, and asked for some
troops, that if any tumult should happen, they might have
about them a guard sufficient to restrain the insurgents.

Then Noarus sent out some of the king's armed men by
night, and slew all those seventy, which bold action he
ventured upon without consulting Agrippa, and was such
a lover of money, that he chose to be so wicked to his own
countrymen, although he brought ruin on the kingdom
thereby : and he continued thus cruelly treating the nation

contrary to the laws, until Agrippa was informed of it, who
did not indeed dare to put him to death because of Sohe-
mus, but deposed him from his official position. As to

the seditious, they seized the fortress which was above
Jericho, called Cypres,' and cut the throats of the garrison,

and utterly demolished the fortifications. And about the

same time, the multitude of the Jews that were at Ma-
chferus ' urged the Romans who were in garrison to evacuate

the place and deliver it up to them. And they, being
afraid that the place would be taken by storm, made an
agreement with them to depart upon certain conditions

;

and when they had obtained the security they desired,

they delivered up the citadel, which the people of Ma-
cheerus fortified with a garrison and occupied themselves.

1 Jewish War, i. 20, § 4. = Jewish War, i. 21, § 4,

' Mekaur. Jewish War, i. 8, § 2.
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§ 7. As for Alexandria, the dissension 'between the people

of that place and the Jews was perpetual from the time when
Alexander [the Great], finding the Jews very ready in

assisting him against the Egyptians, gave them as a re-

ward for that assistance equal privileges in the city with

the Greeks themselves. And this honour continued to

them under his successors, who also set apart for them a

particular place, that they might live purer, if less mixed
up with foreigners, and they gave them this further privi-

lege, that they should be called Macedonians. And when
the Komans got possession of Egypt, neither the first

Csesar, nor any of his successors, thought of diminish-

ing the honours which Alexander had bestowed on the

Jews. But still conflicts perpetually arose between them
and the Greeks, and although the governors of both

these nations did every day punish many of them, yet did

the sedition grow worse ; but at this time especially, when
there were tumults in other places also, the disorders

among them broke out into a greater flame. For when
the Alexandrians had once a public assembly, to deliberate

about an embassage they were sending to Nero, a great

number of Jews and Greeks came flocking promiscuously to

the amphitheatre ; and when the Greeks noticed the Jews,

they immediately cried out, and called them their enemies,

and said they came as spies upon them, and rushed at them
and laid violent hands upon them. As for the rest of the

Jews they were slain as they ran away ; but there were three

men whom they captured and hauled along to burn them

alive ; but all the Jews came in a body to defend them, and

at first threw stones at the Greeks, but after that they took

torches, and rushed with violence into the amphitheatre,

and threatened that they would bum the people to a

man ; and would soon have done so, had not Tiberius Alex-

ander, the governor of the city, restrained their passion.

However, he did not first teach them wisdom by arms, but

privately sent among them some of the principal men,

and entreated them to be quiet, and not provoke the

Eoman army against them. But the seditious made a

jest of the entreaty of Tiberius, and railed at him.

§ 8. Now when he perceived that those who were for

innovation would not be pacified till some great calamity
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should overtake them, he let loose upon them those two
Eroman legions that were in the city, and together with
them five thousand other soldiers, who by chance were
there from Libya ' to the ruin of the Jews. And he per-

mitted them not only to kill them, but to plunder them of

what they had, and to set fire to their houses. These
soldiers rushed violently into that part of the city that

was called Delta (where the Jews lived together), and did

as they were bidden, though not without bloodshed. For
the Jews got together, and set those that were the best

armed among them in the front, and made resistance for

a great while ; but when once they gave way, they were
destroyed freely, and their destruction was complete, some
being taken in the open, and others forced into their

houses, which were first plundered of what was in them,
and then set on fire by the Eomans. And no mercy was
shown to infants, or regard paid to the aged, but they
went on slaughtering persons of every age, till all the place

overflowed with blood, and fifty thousand lay dead upon
heaps. Nor would the remainder have been spared had
they not betaken themselves to supplication, when Alex-

ander commiserated their condition, and gave orders to

the Eomans to retire. And they, being accustomed to obey
orders, left off kilhng at the first intimation ; but the

populace of Alexandria bore such excessive hatred to the
Jews, that it was difiicult to recall them, and it was a
hard thing to make them leave even their dead bodies.

§ 9. Such was the miserable calamity which at this time
befell the Jews at Alexandria. Thereupon Cestius thought
fit no longer to lie still, as the Jews were everywhere in-

volved in war : so he took from Antioch ' the twelfth legion

entire, and from each of the rest he selected two thousand,
with six cohorts of foot and four troops of horse, besides
those auxiliary troops which were sent by the kings ; of

which Antiochus sent two thousand horse, and three thou-
sand foot, all archers ; and Agrippa sent the same number
of foot, and one thousand horse ; Sohemus also followed
with four thousand, a third of which were horse, and the
rest archers ; and thus did Cestius set out for Ptolemais.^

' Jewish War, ii. 7, § 4. ' On the Oioutes. ^ 'Akia.
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There were also great numbers of auxiliaries gathered to-

gether from various cities, who indeed had not the same
skill in war as the soldiers, hut made up in zeal and hatred
to the Jews what they wanted in skill. Agrippa himself
also was*with Cestius, both as a guide in his march over the
country, and an adviser of what was fit to be done.
And Cestius took part of his forces, and marched against
Zabulon,^ a strong city of G-alLlee, which was called the
city of men, and divides Ptolemais from our nation. This
city he found deserted by its men, the population having
fled to the mountains, and full of all sorts of good things

;

these he gave leave to the soldiers to plunder, and set fire

to the city, although its houses were of admirable beauty,
and buUt like those in Tyre and Sidon and Berytus.' After
this he overran all the country, and plundered whatever
came in his way, and set fire to the villages round about,
and returned to Ptolemais. But when the Syrians, and
especially those of Berytus, continued plundering, the Jews
plucked up their courage again, for they knew that Cestius
had retired, and unexpectedly fell upon those that were
left behind, and cut to pieces about two thousand of them.

§ 10. And Cestius himself after leaving Ptolemais ar-

rived at Csesarea, but he sent on part of his army to Joppa,^

and gave order, that if they could surprise that city they
should occupy it ; but i£ the citizens should perceive they
were coming to attack them, they were then to wait for him
and the rest of the army. So some of them made a forced

march by the sea-side, and some by land, and so coming
upon them on both sides, they took the city with ease : and
as the inhabitants had made no provision beforehand for

flight, and far less for fighting, the soldiers fell upon them,
and slew them all, with their families, and then plundered
and burnt the city. And the number of the slain was eight

thousand four himdred. In like manner Cestius sent also

a considerable body of horse to the toparchy of Narbata *

that was near Csesarea, who devastated the country, and
slew a great multitude of its inhabitants, and plundered
-what they had, and burnt their villages.

' Apparently Chabolo, Kabul. Life, §§ 43, 44.
= Beirut. ' Jaffa.
* So called fi'om the town of Narbata. Jewish War, ii. 14, § 5.
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§ 11. Cestius also sent G-allus, tlie commander of the
twelfth legion, into G-alilee, entrusting to him as large a
force as he thought sufficient to subdue that nation. He
was received by Sepphoris/ the strongest city of G-alilee,

with acclamations of joy, and at this wise conduct the rest

of the cities were quiet. But the insurgents and robbers
fled to the mountain which lies in the very middle of G-alilee

opposite Sepphoris, and is called Asamon.^ And Gallus led
his forces against them. Now while these men were on
higher ground, they easily threw their darts upon the
Romans as they approached them, and slew about two
hundred of them ; but when the Romans made a detour
and got on higher ground still, they were soon beaten, nor
could they who had only light armour on stand a hand to
hand fight with men armed all over ; nor when they were
beaten could they escape the enemy's horse ; so that only
some few concealed themselves in certain places hard to get
at, while over two thousand were slain.

CHAP. XIX.

What Cestius did against the Jews; and how, upon Ms
besieging Jerusalem, he most unexpectedly retiredfrom that

City. Also how he was harassed by the Jews in his Betreat.

§1-

THEN Gallus, seeing nothing more that looked like

innovation in Galilee, returned with his army to
Caesarea. But Cestius removed from there with his whole
army, and marched to Antipatris ;

^ and when he heard
that a large Jewish force was concentrated in a certain

tower called Aphek,^ he sent a party on to fight them. But
they dispersed the Jews by fright before it came to a
battle : so they went on, and finding their camp deserted
burnt it, as also the villages that lay near it. And when
Cestius had marched from Antipatris to Lydda,' he found

^ Sefurieh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 5. * Probably Jebel Jurmuk.
^ Rds el-'Ain. Jewish War, i. 4, § 7. * Not identified.

' Ludd. Jewish War, i. 15, § 6.
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the city empty of its men, for the whole multitude had gone
up to Jerusalem for the feast of Tabernacles. But he slew
fifty of those that showed themselves, and burnt the city,
and then marched on, and ascending by Beth-horon,' pitched
his camp at a certain place called Grabao,' fifty furlongs
from Jerusalem.

§ 2. Now when the Jews saw the war already approach-
ing their metropolis, they left the feast and betook them-
selves to their arms, and taking courage greatly from their
numbers, rushed into the fight without order and with
a great noise, and without paying any consideration to
the rest of the seventh day, although the Sabbath was the
day to which they paid usually the greatest regard. But
the fury which made them forget their piety made them
prevail over their enemies in the fight. With such violence
indeed did they fall upon the Eomans, as to break their
ranks, and march through the midst of them, making
great slaughter as they went. And had not the horse
and such of the foot as were not yet tired out in the
action wheeled round, and come up to the aid of ||bat part
of the army which had not yet given way, Cestius and
his whole army would have been in danger. However,
five hundred and fifteen of the Eomans were slain, of
whom four hundred were foot and the rest horse, while
the Jews lost only twenty-two, of whom the most valiant
were the kinsmen of Monobazus king of Adiabene,^ whose
names were Monobazus and Cenedseus, and next to them
were Niger of Pereea,* and Silas of Babylon (who had
deserted to the Jews from king Agrippa, for he had
formerly served in his army). When the Jews were
checked in front they retired into the city, but Simon, the
son of Grioras, fell upon the rear of the Bomans, as they
were ascending Beth-horon, and threw it into disorder, and
carried off many of the beasts of burden, and led them
into the city. And as Cestius tarried there three days,

1 Seit-'Ur. Antiq. T. 1, § 17 ; ix. 9, § 1 ; xii. 7, § 1 ; 10, § 5 ; xiii.

1, § 3. Jewish War, ii. 12, § 2 ; 19, § 8.

= Gibeon, el-Jeb. Antiq. v. 1, § 16; vii. 1, § 3; 11, § 7 ; 12, § 1.

Jewish War, ii. 19, § 7.

3 Antiq. XX. 2, §§ 1, 3 ; Jewish War, ii. 16, § 4.

' Jewish War, ii. 3, § 1.

IV. P
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the Jews seized upon the elevated parts of the city, and
guarded the entrances into the city, and appeared resolved

not to remain quiet, when once the Romans should begin

to march.

§ 3. Thereupon Agrippa observing that the Romans
were in danger, as such an immense multitude of their

enemies occupied the mountains, determined to try the

effect of argument on the Jews ; thinking that he should

either persuade them all to desist from fighting, or at least

detach from the opposite party all that did not agree with
them. So he sent Borcaeus and Phoebus, the persons of his

party that were best known to them, and promised them the

right hand of Cestius, and the entire forgiveness of the

Romans for what they had done amiss, if they would
throw away their arms, and come over to them. But the

insurgents, fearing that the whole multitude in hope of in-

demity would go over to Agrippa, proceeded to kill his

ambassadors. Accordingly they slew Phoebus before he
said a word, but Borcseus was only wounded, and pre-

vented his fate by flight; and those of the people who were
angry at this the seditious beat with stones and clubs,

and drove before them into the city.

§ 4. Then Cestius, observing that this discord among
the Jews gave him a good opportunity to attack them, led

forward his whole army, and put the Jews to flight, and
pursued them to Jerusalem. He then pitched his camp
upon the elevation called Scopos,' which was seven fur-

longs from the city, but he did not assault the city for

three days, expecting perhaps that those within would
surrender, and meantime he sent out a great many of his

soldiers into the neighbouring villages to seize com ; but
on the fourth day, which was the thirtieth day of the
month Hyperberetseus, when he had put his army in battle-

array, he led it into the city. Now the people were kept
under by the insurgents ; and the insurgents themselves
were greatly dismayed at the good order of the Romans,
and retired from the suburbs to the inner parts of the city

and the temple. But when Cestius was come into the

' That is, Watchtower. The Iiill on the road leading northwards
from Jerusalem.
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city, he set the part called Bezetha, which is also called

Csenopolis,' on fire, as he did also what was called the
Timber-market : after which he went into the upper city,

and pitched his camp opposite the royal palace." And had
he but at this very time attempted to get within the walls

by force, he would have taten the city at once, and the
war would have been put an end to. But Tyrannius Priscus,

the quarter-master of the army, and a great number of

the officers of the horse, had been bribed by Florus, and
diverted him from that attempt ; and that was why the

war lasted so very long, and why the Jews were involved

in such irremediable calamities.

§ 5. Meantime many of the principal men of the city,

persuaded by Ananus the son of Jonathan, invited Cestius

into the city, promising to open the gates to him. But he
neglected this offer, partly from his anger at the Jews,

and partly because he did not altogether trust them, so he
delayed the matter so long that the insurgents perceived the

treachery, and threw Ananus and those of his party down
from the wall, and drove them into their houses, pelting

them with stones, while they themselves stood at regular

intervals on the towers, and threw their darts at those that

were trying to get over the wall. So the Eomans made their

attack against the waU on all sides for five days, but to no

purpose ; but on the sixth day Cestius took a great many
picked men and archers, and attempted to break into the

temple on its north side. But the Jews beat them off

from the portico, and repulsed them several times when
they got near the wall, till at last the shower of darts beat

them back and made them retire. But the front rank

of the Eomans rested their shields upon the wall, and
those that were behind them rested their shields on them,

and those that were next did the same, and so guarded

themselves by forming what they call Testudo,^ upon
which the darts that were thrown fell and glided off with-

out doing any harm ; so the soldiers undermined the wall

without being themselves hurt, and got all things ready

for setting fire to the gate of the temple.

' That is, New Town, to the north of the temple.
' Herod's palace, on the western hill, near the Jaffa Gate.

^ That is, the back of a tortoise. See Livy, xxxiv. 39 ; xlir. 9.
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§ 6. And now a dreadful panic seized upon the insurgents,

insomuch that many of them fled at once from the city,

as though it were likely to he taken immediately. And the

people upon this took courage, and where the wicked of

the city gave way, there did they come to open the gates,

and to admit Cestius as their benefactor, who, had he but

continued the siege a little longer, would certainly have

taken the city at once. But it was, I suppose, owing to

the aversion G-od had already to the sanctuary because of

the wicked of the city, that he hindered the war being put

an end to that very day.

§ 7. Cestius, however, not knowing either the despair

of the besieged, or the friendly spirit of the people, suddenly

recalled his soldiers, and despairing of taking the city,

most unexpectedly retired from it, without having received

any reverse. And at this unexpected retreat of his, the

robbers resumed their courage, and harassed the rear of

his army, and slew a great number both of horse and foot.

That night Cestius bivouacked at the camp which was at

Scopos, and as he retired further next day, he thereby in-

vited the enemy still more to follow him, who pressed upon
his rear and slew the men there, and also fell upon each

flank and threw darts at them obliquely. Nor durst those

that were in the rear turn back upon those who wounded
them behind, for they imagined that the number of those

that pursued them was immense ; nor did they venture to

check those that pressed them on each side, because they

were heavy armed and afraid of breaking their ranks, and
because they saw the Jews were light armed and so nimble
in attack, and this was why the Romans suffered greatly,

without being able to retaliate upon their enemies. So'

they were galled all the way, and those that fell out of

their ranks were slain, and many perished thus, among
whom were Priscus, the commander of the sixth legion,

and Longinus the tribune of the soldiers, and .SJmilius

Jucundus, the commander of a troop of horse. And it

was not without difficulty that they got to G-abao,' their

former camp, and that not without the loss of most of

their baggage. There Cestius stayed two days, and was,

' Gibeon, el-Jib. Jewish War, ii. 19, § 1.
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in great distress to know what lie should do, but when, on
the third day, he saw a still greater number of enemies,
and all the parts round about full of Jews, he perceived
that delay would be to his detriment, and that if he stayed
any longer there, he should hare still more enemies upon
him.

§ 8. That therefore he might flee the faster, he gave
orders to abandon whatever might hinder the army's
march. So they kUled the mules and other beasts of

burden, excepting those that carried the darts and en-

gines of war, for they retained these for their own use,

principally because they were afraid that the Jews would
seize upon them. He then led on his army to Beth-
horon.' Now the Jews did not so much press upon them
when they were in large open places, but when they were
crowded together in their descent through defiles, then
some of them got before and hindered them from getting

out of them, and others of them thrust the rear ranks
down into the ravines, and the whole multitude lined the

heights on each side of their march, and covered theRoman
army with their darts. In these circumstances the foot

knew not how to defend themselves, and danger pressed the

horse stiU. more, for they were so shot at with darts that they

could not keep their ranks as they marched along the road,

and the heights were so steep that the cavalry were not

able to get at the enemy. And on each side were pre-

cipices and ravines into which they slipped and rolled

down, and they had neither place to flee to nor any plan
for their defence ; till the distress they were in was at last

so great, that they betook themselves to lamentation, and
to such mournful wailing as men use in the utmost
despair ; and this was re-echoed by the cheers and shouts

of the Jews, who were at once both glad and angry.

Indeed the Jews would have almost taken Cestius' entire

army prisoners, had not night come on, when the Romans
fled to Beth-horon, and the Jews occupied all the places

round about, and watched for their coming out.

§ 9. Then Cestius, despairing of an open road, delibe-

rated how best he might run away, and when he had

' Beit-'Ur. Jewish War, ii. 19, § 1.
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picked out four hundred of the most courageous of his

soldiers, he placed them at the intrenchments, and gave
orders, that when they mounted guard they should set up
their standards, so that the Jews might believe that the

entire army was there still, while he himself took the rest

of his men with him, and quietly marched thirty fur-

longs. But when the Jews perceived in the morning
that the camp was deserted, they rushed at the four hun-
dred who had deluded them, and quickly slew them with

their darts, and pursued after Cestius. But he had already

got the start of them during a great part of the night,

and marched still quicker when it was day ; so that the

soldiers in their panic and fear left behind them their

battering-rams and engines for throwing missiles, and
most of their other materiel of war, which the Jews then

captured and afterwards used against those that had left

them behind. And they went on pursuing the Romans
as far as Antipatris,^ after which, seeing they could not

overtake them, they returned, and took the engines, and
spoiled the dead bodies, and, gathering the prey together

which the Eomans had left behind them, returned sing-

ing songs of triumph to their metropolis : for they them-
selves had lost a few only, while they had slain of the
^Romans five thousand three hundred foot and three hun-
dred and eighty horse. This defeat happened on the
eighth day of the month Dius, in the twelfth year of the
reign of Nero.

' Bus el-'Ain, Jewish War, i. 4, § 7.
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CHAP. XX.

Cestius sends Ambassadors to Nero. The People of Damas-
cus slay those Jews that dwelt with them. The People of
Jerusalem, after they had left off pursuing Cestius, return
to the Oity, and get things ready for its Defence, and make
a great m/iny Generals for their Armies, and among others

Josephus, the Writer of these Boohs. Some Account of his

Administration.

§ 1-

AFTEE this calamity had befaUen Cestius, many of the
most eminent of the Jews swam, away from, the city,

as from a ship going to sink. Thus Costobarus and Savd,

who were brothers, ran away from the city, with Philip
the son of Jacimus, who was the commander of king
Agrippa's forces, and joined Cestius. As to how Antipas,
who was besieged with them in the king's palace, would
not flee with them, and was afterwards slain by the insur-

gents, I shall relate hereafter. And Cestius sent Saul and
his friends, at their own request, to Achaia ^ to Nero, to

inform him of the great distress they were in, and to

transfer the blame of the war upon Florus, for he hoped to

make his own danger less by stirring up Nero's anger
against riorus.

§ 2. Meantime the people of Damascus, when they heard
of this slaughter of the Eomans, set about butchering

the Jews that dwelt among them. And as they had
them already cooped up together in the gymnasium be-

cause of their suspicion of them, they thought they should

meet with no difficulty in the attempt ; but they were
afraid of their own wives, who were almost all of them
addicted to the Jewish religion, so their greatest concern

was how to conceal this from them. And they fell upon
the Jews, who were ten thousand in number, and all of

them unarmed, and in a narrow place, and cut their

throats in one hour with impunity.

§ 3. As to those who had pursued after Cestius, when
they had returned to Jerusalem, they induced those that

' The Boman Province, including nearly the whole of Greece proper.
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favoured the Romans, some by violence and some by
persuasion, to join with, them, and assembled in great

numbers in the temple, and appointed several gene-

rals for the war. Joseph also, the son of G-orion, and
Ananus the high priest, were chosen as supreme governors

of all affairs within the city, and with a particular charge

to repair the walls of the city. For they did not put
Eleazar the son of Simon at the head of affairs, although

he had got in his possession the spoil taken from the

Romans, and the money taken from Cestius, together with

a great part of the public treasures, because they saw
he aimed to be a king, and that his followers behaved
like body-guards. However, the want they were in of

money, and Eleazar' s subtle tricks, soon got round the

the people, so that they submitted themselves to his

authority in all matters.

§ 4. They also chose others as generals for Idumeea,' as

Jesus the son of Sapphias, one of the high priests, and
Eleazar, the son of Ananias the high priest. They also en-

joined Niger, the then governor of Idumaea (who was of a
family that belonged to Persea^ beyond the Jordan, and so

was called the Peraeite), that he should be obedient to those

fore-named commanders. Nor did they neglect other parts

of the country, for Joseph the son of Simon was sent as

general to Jericho, as was Manasses to Peraea, and John
the Essene to the toparchy of Thamna;' Lydda* was also

assigned to him, and Joppa and Emmaus." And John, the
son of Ananias, was made governor of the toparchies of

Gophnitice " and Acrabatene,' as was Josephus, the son of

Matthias, of both the Galilees. Gamala ' also, which was
the strongest city in those parts, was put under Josephus'
command.

§ 5. As to every one of the other commanders, they ad-
ministered affairs in their districts with their utmost zeal

' Jewish War, i. 2, | 6. » Jewish War, ii. 3, § I.

3 Tibneh. Antiq. xiv. 1 1, § 2. Jewish War, iii. 3, § 5 ; if. 8, § 1.

• Liidd. Jewish War, i. 15, § 6.

' Emmaus-Nicopolis 'Amwua. Jewish War, i. 1 1 , § 2.

° The district of which Gophna, Hifim, was the chief town. Jewish
War, i. 11, § 2.

' Jewish War, ii. 12, § 4.

' KtiVat el-Hiisn. Jewish War, i. 4, § 8.
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and ability ; and the first care of Josephus, when he came
into Galilee, was to gain the good-will of the people of that
country, as he knew he would thereby have good success
in general, althoughhe might fail in some points. And seeing
that, if he communicated part of his power to influential

persons, he should make them his firm friends, and that
he should gain the favour of all the people if he executed
his commands generally by persons of their own country
with whom they were well acquainted, he chose out seventy
of the wisest old men, and appointed them to be rulers of

all G-alilee, and appointed seven judges in every city to
hear the lesser quarrels ; for as to greater affairs and
capital eases, he enjoined they should be brought before
him and the seventy elders.

§ 6. Now when Josephus had settled these rules for

determining causes by the law in every city, he betook
himself to make provision for their external safety: and as

he knew the Komans would invade G-alilee, he fortified

suitable places, as Jotapata ' and Bersabee ° and Selamis,'

and also Caphareccho* and Japha* and Sigoph,° and the
mount called Mount Tabor,' and Taricheae " and Tiberias."

Moreover, he fortified the caves near the lake of Gennesar '"

in what is called Lower GaUlee, and in Upper G-alilee the

rock called the rock of the Achabari," and Seph'^ and Jam-
nith" and Meroth; " andinGuulanitishe fortified Seleucia

'°

and Sogane " and G-amala." But to those of Sepphoris " only
did he give leave to buUd walls for themselves, and that be-

cause he perceived they were rich and wealthy, and zealous

' Kh. Jefdt. Jewish War, iii. 6, § 1 ; 7, §§ 3-36.
^ Life, § 37. Jewish War, iii. 3, § 1.

» Kh. Seldmeh. Life, § 37. * Life, § 37.
' la/a, near Nazareth. Life, §§ 37, 52. Jewish War, iii. 7, § 31.

« Life, § 37.
'' Mount Tabor at the north-east end of the plain of Esdraelon.
" Kerak. Jewish War, i. 8, § 9.

° Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1.

^° The sea of Galilee; the caves are those, near Irbid, in Wdv^
Hammam.
" 'A/cbara. Life, § 37. '* Possibly Sdfed.
" Life, § 37. " Meir6n. Life. § 37. Jewish War, iii. 3, § 1.

'' On Lake Semechonitis, Bahr el-Huleh. Life, § 37.
" Sukhnln. Life, §§ 10, 37, 51, 52. " Kul'at el-ffum.
" Sefurieh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 5.
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for war without any orders. Similarly Grischala ' had a
wall built round it by John the son of Levi himself, but
at the bidding of Josephus ; who himself had a hand in

all the other fortifications, and was present to give all

the necessary orders. Josephus also got together an army
out of Galilee of more than a hundred thousand young
men, all of whom he drilled and armed with old weapons
which he had got together.

§ 7. And when he reflected that the Eoman power be-

came invincible chiefly by discipline and constant exercise

in arms,^ he despaired of teaching his men the use of

arms, which was only to be obtained by exercise, but ob-

serving that their readiness in obeying their oflBlcers was
owing to the number of them, he arranged his army more
in the Eoman manner, and appointed a great many sub-

alterns. He also distributed the soldiers into various

classes, whom he put under capta;ins of tens, and captains

of hundreds, and then under captains of thousands ; and
besides these he had commanders of larger bodies of men.
He also taught them to pass on signals to one another,

and how to cheer on or recall the soldiers by the trumpets,
and how to expand and wheel the wings, and when one
wing had had success, to bring it up to assist those that
were hard set, and to reinforce those that had most suffered.

He also continually instructed them in what concerned the
courage of the soul, and the endurance of the body ; and
above all he exercised them for war, by describing to them
the discipline of the Romans, and how they were to fight

against men who by the strength of their bodies and courage
of their souls had conquered nearly the whole world. He
told them that he could test the good order they would
observe in war even before it came to battle, if they ab-
stained from common crimes, such as theft and robbery
and rapine, and from defrauding their own countrymen,
and never esteemed harm done to those that were so near
akin to them as any advantage to themselves. For he

' El-Jish. Life, § 10. Jewish War, ii. 21, § 1 ; iv. 2, § 1.

- Hence the Koman army was called exei'citus. " Exercitus ab exerci-

fando," Varro de Lingua Latina, 1. iv. See also Cicero, Tusculan. 1. ii. 37.

The Prussians have done their great military feats by imitating this

feature in the Itomans. See also book iii. ch. v.
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said wars were managed best when the warriors preserved
a good conscience ; for such as were bad men in private

life, would not only have those for enemies who attacked
them, but G-od himself also hostile to them.

§ 8. Thus did he frequently admonish them. Meantime
his force was enlisted and got ready for war. It consisted

of sixty thousand foot and two hundred and fifty horse, and
besides these, in whom he put the greatest trust, there

were about four thousand five hundred mercenaries. He
had also six hundred picked men as his own body-guards.
Now the cities easily maintained the rest of the army
except the mercenaries, for every one of the cities enume-
rated above sent out half of their men to the army, and
retained the other half at home to get provisions for

them ; so that the one part went to the war, and the other

part to their work, and so those that sent their com were
paid for it by the security which they enjoyed from those

that were in arms.

CHAP. XXI.

Concerning John of Gischala. Josephus uses Counter-

stratagems against the Plots of John, and recovers certain

Cities which had revolted from him.

§1.

WHILE Josephus was th us engaged in superintending

the affairs of Galilee, there sprung up in Gischala, a

deep designing fellow, whose name was John. He was
the son of Levi, and a very cunning and very knavish person,

indeed more so than any of the men of eminence there, and
for wicked practices he had not his fellow anywhere. He
was at first poor, and for a long time his neediness was a

hindrance to him in his wicked designs. He was a ready

liar, and clever in gaining credit for his lies, and thought

it virtue to delude people, and would delude even such as

were dearest to him. He pretended to be humane, but
where he had hope of gain was most bloody, ever aiming

at great things, and feeding his hopes on his mean
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wicked tricks. He was at first a solitary robber, but in

process of time lie got companions in his audacious

schemes, at first but a few, but as he proceeded in his evil

course, ever more and more. He took care to have no
partner who would be easily detected, but chose out such
men as had the strongest constitutions of body, and the

greatest courage of soul, together with great skill in martial

affairs. Thus he got together a band of four hundred
men, who came principally from the country of Tyre, and
were fugitives from its villages ; and with them he plun-
dered all Galilee, and harassed a great many who were on
the tiptoe of expectation as to the coming war.

§ 2. However, his want of money had hitherto restrained

him in his ambition for military command and attempts
to advance himself. But when he saw that Josephus
was highly pleased with his energy, he persuaded him
first to intrust him with the repairing the walls of his

native city,' in which work he made a great gain of the
rich citizens. He next contrived a very shrewd trick, for

pretending that the Jews who dwelt in Syria were obliged

to make use of oil that was made by others than those of

their own nation, he asked leave of Josephus to send oil

to the borders : and bought four amphorse of oil with
Tyrian money of the value of four Attic drachmae, and
sold every half amphora at the same price. And as Galilee
was very fruitful in oil, and was pecuUarly so at that time,
by sending away great quantities to those who wanted oil,

and having the monopoly, he got together an immense sum
of money, which he immediately used against him who had
given him that means of gain. And, as he supposed if he
could once overthrow Josephus that he would himself be
master of Galilee, he gave orders to the robbers that were
under his command to be more zealous in their plundering,
that, if the revolutionary party grew numerous in the
country, he might catch the general in his snares and kill

him as he came to the country's assistance, or, if he should
take no notice of the robbers, he might accuse him to the
people of the country of negligence. He also spread abroad
a report far and near, that Josephus intended delivering up

' Gischala, El-Jish.
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G-alilee to the Eomans : and many such things did he invent
in order to rviin him.

§ 3. Now at this very time certain young men of the
village of Dabaritta/ who kept guard in the great plain,
laid snares for Ptolemy, who was Agrippa and Berenice's
steward, and stripped him of all that he had with him,
among which there were a great many costly garments,
and a number of silver cups, and six hundred pieces of
gold; but not being able to divide their spoil secretly,

they brought it all to Josephus to Tarichese.^ Thereupon he
blamed them for this outrage on the king and queen, and
deposited what they brought to him with Annseus, the
most influential person in Taricheae, with the intention of
sending the things back to the owners at a convenient
opportunity : which intention brought upon Josephus the
greatest danger. For those that had stolen the things
were indignant at him, not only because they got no share
of them for themselves, but also because they perceived
what Josephus' intention was, namely to restore what had
cost them so much pains to the king and queen ; so they
ran about by night among their villages, and declared to

all their inhabitants that Josephus was a traitor. They
also filled the neighbouring cities with tumult, so that
in the morning a himdred thousand armed men came run-
ning together against him. And the multitude crowded
together in the hippodrome at Taricheae, and raised

a very angry clamour against him ; for some cried out
to stone the traitor, and others to burn him. Now John
incited most of them, as did also with him one Jesus the
son of Sapphias, who was then governor of Tiberias. And
Josephus' friends and body-guards were so frightened at

this violence on the part of the multitude, that they all fled

but four ; and as he was asleep, they awoke him, just as the

people were going to set fire to the house. And although
those four that remained with him urged him to flee

away, he was neither dismayed at his being deserted,

nor at the great multitude of those that came against

him, but leaped out to them with his clothes rent,

' DeMrieh. Life, §§ 26, 62.
» Kerak. Jewish War, i. 8, § 9.
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and dust sprinkled on his head, with his hands behind
him, and his sword hanging at his neck. At this sight

his friends, especially those of Tarichese, commiserated his

condition ; but those that came out of the country, and
those in the neighbourhood to whom his rule seemed bur-

densome, reproached him, and bade him produce quickly

the money which belonged to them aU, and to confess

the agreement he had made to betray them. For they
imagined, from the guise in which he appeared, that he
would deny nothing of what they suspected concerning
him, and that it was to obtain pardon that he had done
everything to move their pity. But this humble appear-
ance was only designed as preparatory to a stratagem of

his, for he thereby contrived to set those that were so

angry at him^ at variance with one another as to the

things they were angry at. However, he promised he
would confess all : so he was permitted to speak, when he
said, " I did neither intend to send this money back to

Agrippa, nor to take it for my own gain ; for I could never
esteem one that was your enemy my friend, nor coidd I
consider what would tend to your disadvantage to be to my
advantage. But I saw, people of Tarichese, that your
oity stood in more need than others of fortifications for

your security, and that it wanted money for the building
it a wall. I was also afraid lest the people of Tiberias and
the other cities should lay a plot to seize upon these spoils,

and therefore it was that I intended to retain this money
privately, that I might, invest you with a wall. But if this

does not please you, I will produce what was brought me,
and leave it to you to plunder it ; but if I have well looked
after your interests, you are desirous to injure your bene-
factor."

§ 4. At this the people of Tarichese loudly applauded
him, but those of Tiberias and the rest abused him and
threatened him ; and both sides left Josephus alone, and
fell to quarrelling with one another. So he grew bold
upon the dependence he had on his friends (who were the
people of Tarichese, and about forty thousand in number),
and spoke more freely to the whole multitude. He re-

proached them greatly for their vehemence, and told them
that with this money he would build walls about Tari-



CHAP. XXr.] THE JEWISH WAR. 223

cheae, and would put the other cities in a state of security
also ; for they should not want money, if they would but
agree for whose benefit it was to be procured, and not
suffer themselves to be incensed against him who had pro-
cured it for them."

§ 6. Then the rest of the multitude that had been de-
luded retired, though angry, but two thousand rushed at
him in their armour, and as he had already got into his

house, they stood without and threatened him. On this

occasion Josephus again used a second stratagem. He got
upon the top of his house, and with his right hand waved to

them to be silent, and said he could not tell what they
wanted, nor hear what they said for the confused noise,

but he would comply with aU their demands, if they
would but send some of their number in to him, that might
talk with him quietly. And when the most influential of

them and the leaders heard this, they went inside the
iouse. He then drew them to the most retired part of the
iouse, and shut the door of the hall where he put them,
and then had them whipped till he laid bare their inward
parts. Meantime the multitude stood round the house,

supposing that he was holding a long discussion with those

that had gone in. He then had the doors set open suddenly,

and sent the men out all bloody, which so terribly frigh-

tened those that had before threatened him, that they
threw away their arms and fled.

§ 6. At this John's envy grew more intense, and he
framed a new plot against Josephus ; he pretended to be
ill, and in a letter begged that Josephus would give him
leave to use the hot baths at Tiberias for the recovery of

his health. And he (for hitherto he suspected not John
as a plotter) wrote to the governors of the city to provide

a lodging and necessaries for John. And when he had en-

joyed these favours, he did after two days what he went there

for, for he corrupted some with his lies, and others with
money, and so tried to persuade them to revolt from
Josephus. Now when Silas, who had been appointed to

guard that city by Josephus, got to know of this, he wrote

to him immediately, and informed him of the plot against

liim. And when Josephus had received his letter, he

marched a forced march by night, and arrived early in the
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morning at Tiberias. And the rest of the multitude met him,
but John, though he suspected that arrival -was not for his

advantage, yet sent one of his friends, and pretended that

he was iU, and that, being confined to his bed, he could not

come to pay him his respects. And as soon as Josephus
had collected the people of Tiberias together in the Sta-

dium, and tried to discourse with them about the letters he
had received, John secretly sent some armed men, and
gave them orders to slay him. But when the people saw
that these armed men were drawing their swords, they
cried out ; at which cry Josephus turned round, and when
he saw that their swords were just at his throat, he hur-

ried off to the sea- shore, and left off the speech he was
making to the people on an elevation six cubits high. He
then leaped into a ship which lay in the haven, and took

refugewith two of his body-guards in the middle of the lake.

§ 7. And now his soldiers took up their arms imme-
diately, and marched against the plotters. Thereupon
Josephus, being afraid that a civil war would be raised by
the envy of a few men, and would bring the city to ruin,

sent to his own party to tell them to do no more than pro-

vide for their own safety, and not to kill anybody, nor to

accuse any of their guilt. And they obeyed his orders, and
were quiet. But the people of the neighbouring country,

when they were informed of this plot, and of the plotter,

assembled together against John. But he was too quick for

them, and fled to Grischala ^ his native city. And the Gali-

laeans came flocking out of their several cities to Josephus,
and were now grown to many myriads of armed men, and
cried out that they were come against John the universal

plotter, and would at the same time bum him and the city

which had received him. Then Josephus told them that
he took their good-will kindly, but tried to restrain their

fury, preferring to subdue his enemies by prudent conduct
rather than by slaying them. So he excepted by name
those of every city who had joined in this revolt with John,
who were readily pointed out to him by their fellow-citi-

zens, and caused public proclamation to be made, that he
would seize upon the effects of those who did not leave

1 El-Jish.
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John within five days, and would bum both their houses
and families with fire. Thereupon three thousand of
John's party left him immediately, and came to Jose-
phus, and threw down their arms at his feet. John then
betook himself, together with the two thousand Syrian
fugitives that stayed with him, from more open attempts
to secret plots. So he privately sent messengers to Jeru-
salem to accuse Josephus of having too great power, and
to let them know that he woidd soon come as a tyrant to
their metropolis, unless he was prevented. To this the
people, who were aware of the real state of affairs, paid no
heed. But the leading men out of envy, and some of the
rulers also, sent money to John privately, that he might
be able to levy an army of mercenaries to fight against
Josephus. They also made a decree among themselves to
recall Josephus from his command, but they did not think
that decree sufficient ; so they sent two thousand fivehundred
armed men, and four notable persons, Joaesdnis the son
of Nomicus, and Ananias the son of Sadduk, and Simon
and Judas, the sons of Jonathan, all very able speakers, that
they might divert the good-will of the people from Josephus.
They were further instructed, if he would voluntarily come,
to permit him to [come and] give an aceoimt of his con-
duct, but if he obstinately insisted upon continuing in his
command, they were to treat him as an enemy. Now
Josephus' friends had sent him word that an army was
coming against him, but they did not reveal to him what
the reason of its coming was, as his enemies had delibe-

rated secretly. And so, as he was not on his guard, four
cities revolted from him immediately, Sepphoris' and
Gramala^ and Grischala and Tiberias. But he soon recovered
those cities without war, and when he had routed the four
commanders and the pick of their soldiers by stratagem,

he sent them to Jerusalem. But the people were very
indignant at them, and in a mind to slay not only these
forces, but also those that sent them, had they not pre-

vented it by running away.

§ 8. Now John kept himself henceforth within the walls

of Grischala from the fear he was in of Josephus. And a

' SefurieA. " Kul'at el-Husn.
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few days afterwards Tiberias revolted again, the people

within it inviting back king Agrippa. And when he did

not come at the time appointed, and a few Roman horse

appeared that day, they expelled .Tosephus out of the city.

Now news of this revolt of theirs was at once carried to

Tarichese,' and as Josephiis had sent out all the soldiers

that were with him to get corn, he could not either march
out alone against the revolters or stay where he was, be-

cause he was afraid the king's soldiers, if he tarried, would
get the start of him and into the city : for he did not in-

tend to do any thing on the next day, because it was the

sabbath-day, and would hinder his proceeding. So he

contrived to circumvent the revolters by a stratagem. He
first ordered the gates of Tarichese to be shut, that nobody
might go out and inform [those of Tiberias] , for whom it

was intended, what stratagem he was about : he then got

together all the ships that were upon the lake, which were
found to be two hundred and thirty, and put on board
each only four mariners. So he sailed to Tiberias with

haste, and kept at such a distance from the city, that it was
not easy for the people to see the vessels, and ordered that

the empty vessels should float up and down in the offing,

while he himself, and only seven of his body-guards un-

armed with him, went so near as to be seen. And when his

adversaries, who were still reproaching him, saw him from
the walls, they were so dismayed, that they supposed all

the ships were full of armed men, and threw down their

arms, and made signals of supplication, and besought him to

spare the city.

§ 9. Upon this Josephus threatened them terribly, and
reproached them, as they first took up arms against the
Romans, for expending their strength beforehand in civil

strife, and doing what their enemies desired above all

things, and also for being so anxious to seize upon him
who saw to their safety, and for not being ashamed
to shut the gates of their city against him that had built

their walls. He said, however, that he would receive any
that came to apologise for the matter, and with whom
he could make arrangements for the city's security. There-

Keral:
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upon ten of the most influential men of Tiberias went
down to him at once, and when he had taken them on
board one of his vessels, he ordered them to be carried

a very great way ofE. He then commanded that fifty others

of their senate, such as were men of the greatest eminence,
should come to him, as he wished to receive from them also

some security. After that he called forth others one after

another, on one novel pretext or another, as if for a con-

vention. He then gave orders to the pilots of those

vessels which he had thus filled to sail away quickly to

Tarichese, and to confine these men in the prison there.

So at last he took all their senate, consisting of six hun-
dred persons, and about two thousand of the people, and
carried them away in ships to Tarichese.

§ 10. And when those that remained of the people cried

out, that one Clitus was the chief author of this revolt,

and besought him to confine his anger to him, Josephus,

whose intention it was to slay nobody, commanded Levias,

one of his guards, to go out of his vessel, and cut ofE both

Clitus' hands ; but he was afraid to go by himself alone to

such a large body of enemies, and refused to go. Now
Clitus saw that Josephus was in a great passion in his

ship, and ready to leap out of it to execute the punish-

ment himself
;

" so he begged from the shore that Josephus

would leave him one of his hands, which he agreed to

upon condition that he would himself cut ofE the other

hand ; so he drew his sword, and with his right hand cut

off his left, so great was the fear he was in of Josephus

himself, who thus took the people of Tiberias prisoners,

and recovered the city again, with empty ships and seven

body-guards. Moreover, a few days afterwards he took

Grischala,' which had revolted with the people of Sep-

phoris,' and gave his soldiers leave to plunder it. How-
ever, he got all the plunder together again, and restored it

to the inhabitants, and he did the same to the inhabitants

of Sepphoris and Tiberias. For when he had subdued

them, he wished to give them a lesson, by letting them

be plundered, while at the same time he regained their

cood-will by restoring them their money again.

' El-Jish. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 6. - Sefurieh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 5.
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CHAP. XXII.

The Jews make preparations for War. Simon the Son

of Gioras falls to plundering.

§1-

THUS were the disturbances in Galilee composed. And
upon their ceasing from civil strife, they betook them-

selves to makiag preparations against the Romans. Now
in Jerusalem the high priest Ananus, and as many in-

fluential persons as did not side with the Romans, both

repaired the walls, and made a great many warlike instru-

ments. And in all parts of the city darts and all sorts of

armour were being forged, but the mass of the young men
were engaged in exercises without any regularity, and all

places were full of tumult. And people of moderation

were exceedingly dejected, and many foreseeing the calami-

ties that were coming upon them made loud lamentation.

There were also such omens observed as were understood

to be forerunners of evil by such as loved peace, but were

interpreted by those that kindled the war so as to suit their

inclinations ; and the condition of the city, even before the

Romans came against it, was that of a place doomed to

destruction. However, Ananus' concern was to lay aside

for a while the preparations for the war, and to persuade

the seditious to consult their own interest, and to restrain

the madness of those that were called zealots ; but their

violence was too much for him. As to the end he came to

I shall relate that hereafter.

§ 2. As for the toparchy of Acrabatta,' Simon, the son of

Gioras, got together a great number of those that were
fond of innovation, and betook himself to ravaging the

country ; nor did he only ransack rich men's houses, but
also tortured their bodies, and appeared openly thus early

to aim at playing the tyrant. And when an army was
sent against him by Ananus and the rulers, he and his

band fled to the robbers that were at Masada,^ and stayed

' Jewish War, ii. 12, § 4. ^ Sebbek, Jewish War, i. 12, § 1.
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with them, and plundered the country of Idumsea ^ with
them, till both Ananus and his other enemies were skin,
and until the rulers of that country were so afflicted

with the multitude of those that were slain, and with the
continual plundering of what they had, that they raised an
army, and put garrisons in the villages to secure them
from such outrages. In such a state were the affairs of
Jud%a at this time.

BOOK III.

containing the intektal op about one teak. fkom
Vespasian's coming to sttbdue the jews, to the
TAKING or GAMALA.

CHAP. I.

Vespasian is sent into Syria by Nero, to war against the

Jevjs.

§1-

WHEN Nero was informed of the Boman reverses in

Judaea, a secret consternation and fear, as was natural

enough, fell upon him; although he openly treated the

matter disdainfully, and was very angry, and said that

what had happened was owing rather to the negligence of

the commanders than to any valour of the enemy : and as

he thought it fit for himself, who bore the burden of

empire, to despise such misfortunes, he now pretended to

do so, and to have a soul superior to all evils. However,
the trouble of his soul plainly appeared from the anxiety

he was in.

§ 2. And as he deliberated to whom he should commit
the care of the East, now it was disturbed, who should

punish the Jews for their rebellion, and prevent the infec-

tion from spreading to the neighbouring nations also, he

1 Jewish War, i. 2, § 6.
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found no one but Vespasian equal to the task, and able to

undergo the great burden of so mighty a war, as he was a
man who had grown old in military service from his youth
up. He had also long ago pacified the West, and made it

subject to the Eomans, when it had been disturbed by the
Germans, and had also won by his arms Britain, which had
been little known before ; whereby he got a triumph
bestowed on his father ' Claudius without any sweat of his

own.

§ 3. So Nero esteemed these circumstances as favourable
omens, and saw that Vespasian's age gave him steadiness

mixed with experience, and that he had sons as hos-
tages for his fidelity, whose vigorous prime would make
them fit instruments to carry out their father's plans. Per-
haps also there was some interposition of Providence,
which was paving the way for Vespasian's being himself
emperor afterwards. So Nero sent him to take the com-
mand of the armies that were in Syria, and that not without
great encomiums and flattery, such as necessity required
to induce him to take the command. And Vespasian sent
his son Titus from Achaia,^ where he had been with Nero,
to Alexandria, to fetch from thence the fifth and the tenth
legions ; while he himself crossed over the Hellespont,' and
went by land into Syria, where he concentrated the Roman
forces and the considerable number of auxiliaries from the
neighbouring kings.

CHAP. II.

The great Slaughter of the Jews near Ascalon. Vespasian
arrives at Ptoiemais.

§1-
TVIOW after the Jews had beaten Cestius, they were
-L >l so elated with their unexpected success, that they
could not control their impetuosity, but, as if blown into a

1 Father is used here only figuratively. Vespasian was no relation
whatever to Claudius.

^ Jewish War, ii. 20, § 1.

' The Dardanelles. Antiq. xi. 8, § 3 ; xii. 1, § 1.
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flame by their good fortune, carried the war to remoter
places. Accordingly they at once got together all of their

boldest soldiers, and marched for Ascalon,' an ancient city

five hundred and twenty furlongs from Jerusalem, and
ever hated by the Jews, so they determined to make their

first efforts against it. This expedition was led by three
men, who were eminent both for strength and ability,

Niger the Perseite,' Silas the Babylonian, and besides them
John the Essene. Now Ascalon was strongly fortified, but
had almost no protection in the way of troops, for the
garrison consisted of but one cohort of foot and one troop
of horse, whose commander was Antonius.

§ 2. Now these Jews, in their anger, marched faster than
usual, and, as if they had come but a little way, were soon
near the city. But Antonius, who was not ignorant that
they were going to make an attack upon the city, drew
out his horse, and being neither daunted at the numbers
nor coiurage of the enemy, received their first attack stoutly,

and when they crowded to the walls repulsed them. Now
the Jews were easily beaten, for they were men unskilful

in war pitted against those that were skilful therein, they
were foot pitted against horse, they were in disorder

against men drawn up in order of battle solid and compact,
they were poorly armed against men completely armed,
they fought more from rage than judgment, and were
pitted against soldiers that were obedient and did every

thing they were bidden at the least intimation. So they
were easily beaten, for as soon as their front ranks were
once in disorder, they were put to flight by the enemy's
cavalry, and as they fell foul of those behind them
struggling for the wall, they became one another's enemies,

till they all gave way to the charges of the horse, and were
dispersed all over the plain, which was wide and every-

where fit for cavalry ; which circumstance was very con-

venient for the Komans, and occasioned most slaughter

of the Jews. For they could outstrip such as ran away,

and make them turn back, and when they were crowded
together in their flight, they stabbed them, and slew a vast

number of them ; and in different quarters of the field,

' 'Ascaldn.
^ That is, an inhabitant of Persea. Jewish War, ii. 3, § 1,
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wherever the fugitives turned, they wheeled and gallopped

round them, and slew them easily with theii- arrows. And
the great num.ber there were of the Jews seemed to them-
selves a solitude because of the distress they were in, while

the Eomans had such good success with their small

numbers, that they seemed to themselves to be the larger

force. And as the Jews strove zealously under their mis-

fortunes, from shame at their qiiick flight, and hope of a
change in the fortunes of the day, so did the Soman s feel

no weariness in their good fortune, so that the fight lasted

till evening, when ten thousand Jews lay dead, and two of

their generals, John and Silas ; and most of the rest

were wounded, as well as Niger, their remaining general,

who all fled away together to a small city of Idumsea,
called Sallis.' Some few also of the Eomans were wounded
in this battle.

§ 3. However, the spirits of the Jews were not broken by
so great a calamity, but the losses they had sustained rather
quickened their courage ; for, disregarding the dead bodies
which lay at their feet, they were enticed by their former
successes to venture on a second destruction. So, when
they had hardly given time for their wounds to heal, they
concentrated all their forces, and returned to Ascalon with
greater fury and in much greater numbers. But their

former ill fortune followed them in addition to their un-
skiMulness and other deficiencies in war. For as Antonius
laid ambushes for them on the roads they were to go by,

they fell into snares unexpectedly, and were surrounded by
the enemy's horse before they could form themselves in
fighting order, and so above eight thousand of them were
slain, and all the rest ran away, and with them Niger, who
yet displayed great bravery in his flight. However, they
were driven along before the enemy, who pressed hard
upon them, into a certain strong tower belonging to a vil-

lage called Bezedel.'^ Then Antonius and his troops, that
they might neither waste any time about this tower which
was hard to take, nor suffer the commander and most
noble man of the enemy to escape, set the wall on fire. And
as the tower was on fire, the Eomans went away rejoicing,

' Site not known. " An unidentified village near Ascalon.
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taking it for granted that Niger had perished ; but he
leaped out of the tower into a cavern, in the innermost
part of the fort, and was preserved, and on the third day
afterwards he spoke from below to those that with great

lamentations were searching for him, to give him a decent

funeral ; and when he came out, he fiUed all the Jews with
an unexpected joy, as though preserved by G-od's providence

to be their commander for the time to come.

§ 4. And now Vespasian took his army with him from
Antioch ^ (which is the metropolis of Syria, and vsithout

dispute is the third city ' in the Roman empire, both from
its size and prosperity in other respects), where he found
king Agrippa with all his forces waiting for his coming, and
pushed on to Ptolemais.' And at this city the inhabitants of

Sepphoris in G-aUlee met him, who were for peace with the

Komans, who had beforehand thought of their own safety

and the power of the Romans, and had before Vespasian

came given their faith to Cestius GralUus, and received

the security of his right hand, and had admitted a Roman
garrison ; and now too they received the Roman general

,

very kindly, and readily promised to assist him against

their own countrymen. And the general handed over to

them, at their desire, as many horse and foot as he

thought sufficient to oppose the inroads of the Jews, if

they should come against them. For indeed the danger

of losing Sepphoris * would be no small one in the ensuing

war, seeing it was the largest city in G-alilee, and built in

a place by nature very strong, and might be a military post

to keep the whole nation in order.

' Antioch on the Orontes.
' Spanheim and Reland both agree that the two cities here esteemed

greater than Antioch, the metropolis of Syria, were Rome and Alexan-

dria ; nor is there any reason to doubt this.—W.
> 'Akka.
* SefHrieh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 5.
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CHAP. III.

A Description of Galilee, Samaria, and Judcea.

§1-
^TOW Phoenice and Syria surround the two Galilees,

" which are called Upper and Lower Galilee. They
are bounded on the west by the borders of the territory

belonging to Ptolemais, and by Carmel,' which mountain

of old belonged to the Galilaeans, but now to the Tyrians ;

and next it is Gaba,^ which is called " the city of horse-

men," because those horsemen that were dismissed by
Herod the Hng dwelt therein : they are bounded on the

south by Samaris " and Scythopolis,' as far as the streams of

the Jordan ; on the east by Hippene ° and Gadaris/ and also

by Gaulanitis,' and the borders of the kingdom of

Agrippa; and theirnorthern parts are bounded by Tyre,' and
the country of the Tyrians. As for what is called Lower
Galilee, it extends in length from Tiberias to Chabulon,"

and Ptolemais " is its neighbour on the coast, and its breadth

is from the village called Xaloth," which lies in the great

plain, to Bersabe,'" from which beginning the breadth of

Upper Galilee is also taken to the village Baca," which
divides the land of the Tyrians from Galilee ; its length

is also from Meloth '* to Thella," a village near the Jordan.

§ 2. These two Galilees, being so great in size, and sur-

rounded by so many foreign nations, have always been able

to make a strong resistance in war. For the Galilseans are

' Mount Carmel on the south side of the Bay of Acre.
' Jebdta. Jewish War, ii. 18, § 1.

" The province of Samaria.
* The district of Scythopolis, Bethshean, Beisdn.
° The district of Hippos, Susiyeh. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.

* The district of Gadara, Umm Keis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.

' Jauldn. Jewish War, i. 4, § 4. ' Sur.
' Chabolo, Kabul. Life, §§ 43, 44. Antiq. viii. 5, § 3. Against

Apion, i. § 17.
'" 'Ak/ca.
" Chesulloth, Chisloth-TaLor, I/csdl. Life, g 44.
^" Jewish War, ii. 20, § 6. " Site unknown.
'* Meir6n. Jewish War, ii. 20. ^ 6.

'= Probably Tell Thala.
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inured to war from their infancy, and have been always
very mimerous, nor has their country ever been destitute

of men of courage or of a large population, for the soil is

universally rich and fruitful, and planted with trees of aU
sorts, so that by its fruitfulness it invites even the most
slothful to take pains in its cultivation. Accordingly, it is

all cultivated by its inhabitants, and no part of it lies idle.

Moreover, the cities lie very thick, and the very many
villages are everywhere so populous from the richness of

the soil, that the very least of them contains more than
fifteen thousand inhabitants.

§ 3. In short, if any one admits that Galilee is inferior

to Persea in size, he will be obliged to prefer it to it in

its capacities ; for all of it is capable of cultivation, and it is

every where fruitful ; whereas Persea,^ which is indeed

much larger in extent, is mostly desert and rough, and
much less adapted for the growth of cultivated fruits.

However, its softer soil is very fertile, and produces all

kinds of fruits, and its plains are planted with various

trees, though the olive the vine and palms are chiefly cul-

tivated there. It is also sufficiently watered with torrents,

which issue out of the mountains, and with springs that

never fail to run, even when the torrents fail them, as

they do in the dog-days. Now the length of Peraea is from
Machaerus " to Pella,^ and its breadth from Philadelphia

*

to the Jordan : its northern parts are bounded by PeUa,

as I have already said, and its western by the Jordan ; the

land of Moab is its southern border, and its eastern limits

extend to Arabia and Silbonitis,^ and also to Philadelphene'

and Gerasa.'

§ 4, As to the district of Samaria, it lies between

Judaea and Galilee (for it begins in a village that is in the

great plain called Ginaea,^ and ends at the toparchy of

Acrabatta),'' and is entirely of the same nature as Judaea. For

' Jewish War, ii. 3, § 1.

' Mekaur. Jewish War, i. 8, § 2.

' Fahil. Jewish War, i. 4, § 8.

• 'Amman. Jewish War, i. 2, § 4.

' Sebonitis, Heshbon. Hesbdn. Jewish War, ii. 18, § 1.

^ The district of Philadelphia. ' Je/rash. Jewish War, i. 4, § 8.

" Jenin. Jewish War, ii. 12, § 3.

» 'Akrdbeh. Jewish War, ii. 12, g 4.
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both are full of hills and valleys, and are soft enough for
agriculture and very fruitful, and are well wooded, and
abound both in wild fruit, and in that which is the effect
of cultivation. They are not naturally watered by many
rivers, but derive their chief moisture from rain. As for
the streams which they have, all their water is exceedingly
sweet

:
and because of the excellent grass they have, their

cattle yield more mUk than elsewhere. And the greatest
sign of their excellence and abundance is that both of
them are very populous.

§ 5. On the borders of Samaria and Judsea lies the
village of Anuath,' which is also called Borceos.^ This is

the northern boundary of Judsea. The southern parts of
Judsea, if it be measured lengthways, are bounded by a
village adjoining the confines of Arabia, which the Jews
that dwell there call lardas.' And its breadth extends
from the river Jordan to Joppa.* The city of Jerusalem is
situated in the very middle ; on which account some have
called that city not amiss the navel of the country. Nor
indeed is Judsa destitute of such delights as come from
the sea, for it extends on the coast as far as Ptolemais.
Audit is divided into eleven portions, over which, as the
royal city, Jerusalem is supreme, and presides over all the
neighbouring country, as the head does over the body.
As to the other cities after it, they are parcelled out
among the several toparchies. Gophna'is the second, and
next to it is Acrabatta,"and after themThamna,''and Lydda,"
andEmmaus,' and Pella, andldumsea," and Engaddi," and
Herodium,'- and Jericho," and after them Jamnia " and
Joppa preside over their neighbours, and besides these there

' Kh. 'Aina, fifteen Homan miles south of Shechem, Kdblus

I
-Bs^A^, not far from Kh. 'Aina. 3 Site unknown.

* Jaffa. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2.

' ^7»«- Jewish \Var, i. 11, § 2. s gee p. 235, note 19.
' Tibiieh. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 4.
* Ludd. Jewish War, i. 15, § G.

Emmaus-Nicopolis, 'Amwds. Jewish War i 1 1 S 2
"> Jewish War, i. 2, § 6.

' •
.

S

" 'Ain Jidy, on western shore of the Dead Sea. Antiq. vi 13 88 I 4-
ii. 1,§2. Jewish War, iv. 7, § 2.

>
as

. ,

'^ Jebel Fiireidis. Jewish War, i. 13. 8 8.
'^ er-Rlha. Jewish War, i. 15. § (i.

'* Yebimh. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2.



CHAP. IT.J THE JEWISH TVAK. 237

are Gramalitis,' and Graulanitis, and Batanaea ^ and Tra-

chonitis,^ which are also parts of the kingdom of Agrippa.

This [last] country begins at mount Libanns/ and the

fountains of the Jordan,^ and reaches breadthways to the

lake of Tiberias ;
° and in length extends as far as Julias

'

from a village called Arpha.* Its inhabitants are Jews
and Syrians mixed. Thxis have I described with all pos-

sible brevity Judaea and its adjacent countries.

CHAP. IV.

Josephus makes an attempt upon Sepphoris, but is repelled.

Titus comes with a great Army to Ptolemais.

§1-

NOW the reinforcements sent by Vespasian to assist

the people of Sepphoris consisted a thousand horse

and six thousand foot under Placidus the tribune, and
encamped in the great plain, and were divided into two
bodies ; for the foot were put into the city to garrison it,

but the horse were quartered in the camp. These last,

by marching continually one way or other, and scouring

the country all round, were very troublesome to Josephus

and his men, although they were quiet. They also

plundered all the places outside the city, and interfered

with such as ventured abroad. So Josephus marched
against Sepphoris, hoping to take it, though he had strongly

fortified it before it revolted from the Gralileeans, that the

^Romans might have much trouble to take it. In conse-

quence of this he failed in his hope, and proved unable

either to take the place by storm or to prevail uponthe people

of Sepphoris to deliver it up to him. And he stirred up war

' Kul'at el-Hitsn. Jewish War, i. 4, § 8.

^ Jewish War, i. 20, § 4. ' el-Lejah. Jewish War, i. 20, § 4.

* Mount Lebanon.
^ The springs at Bdnids and Tell el-Kddy.
' The Sea of Galilee.
' Bethsaida-Julias, et-Tell. Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1.

" An unknown town in the neighbourhood of Jebd-Haurdn.
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only the more throughout the district : for the Eomans in

their anger at this attempt, left off neither by night nor day

ravaging in the plain, and carrying off the cattle that

were in the country, and ever killing all that seemed

capable of fighting, and enslaving the weak. So all G-alilee

was filled with fire and blood ; nor was it exempt from

any kind of misery or calamity, for the only refuge they

had was that, when they were pursued, they could retire

to the cities which had been fortified by Josephus.

§ 2. As to Titus, he sailedoverfrom Achaia 'to Alexandria,

and that quicker than the winter season usually permitted,

and brought with him the forces he was sent for, and

marching with great expedition, arrived quickly at Ptole-

mais. And there he found his father, together with the two

legions which were the finest of all, namely, the fifth and the

tenth, and joined to them the fifteenth legion which he had
brought. And eighteen cohorts followed these legions.

There came also from Caesarea ^ five cohorts and one troop

of horse, and five other troops of horse from Syria. Ten of

these cohorts had a thousand foot apiece, but the remain-

ing thirteen cohorts had only six hundred foot apiece,

and a hundred and twenty horse. There were also a con-

siderable number of auxiliaries got together, that came
from the kings Antiochus and Agrippa and Sohemus, each

of them contributing two thousand foot that were archers,

and a thousand horse. Malchus, also, the Arabian, sent a

thousand horse, besides five thousand foot (most of whom
were archers). So the whole army, as well horse as foot,

including the auxiliaries sent by the kings, amounted col-

lectively to sixty thousand, besides the servants, who fol-

lowed in vast numbers, and, because they had been trained

for war with the rest, ought not to be distinguished from
the fighting men, for as they were in their masters' service

r.\ times of peace, so did they undergo danger with them in

times of war, insomuch that they were inferior to none
except their masters either in skill or in strength.

' The Roman Province. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 2.

^ Caesarea Palaestina, Kaisanyeh.
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CHAP. V.

A Descrijation of the Roman Armies, and Camps, and
Discipline.

§1-

NOW here one cannot but admire the forethought of

the Eomans, in providing themselves with such house-
hold servants as might not only serve in the common duties

of life, but might also be useful in their wars. And, in-

deed, if any one does but look at all their military organisa-

tion, he will recognize that their great empire is the fruit of

their valour, and not the gift of fortune. For they do
not begin to use their weapons first in time of war, nor do
they only exercise their hands in emergencies, while they

avoid doing so in times of peace, but as if they were

glued to their weapons, they have never any truce from
warlike exercises, nor do they wait for times of war. For
their drill differs not at all from real war, but every

soldier is everj" day exercised, and that with real dili-

gence, as if in war, which is the reason why they bear the

fatigue of battles so easily. For neither does any dis-

order remove them from their wonted organisation, nor does

fear frighten them out of it, nor does labour tire them. And
this makes them always conquer those that have not the

same steadiness, nor would he be far out who called their

drill unbloody battles, and their battles bloody drill. Nor
can their enemies easUy surprise them by a sudden attack,

for as soon as they have marched into an enemy's land, they

do not begin to fight till they have fortified their camp.

Nor do they raise their vallum at random or unevenly, nor

do they all raise it, nor do those that do take their places

at random, but if it happens that the ground is uneven, it

is first levelled, and their camp is also measured square.

And carpenters follow the army in great numbers with

their tools to erect any necessary wood-work.

§ 2. As for the inside of the camp, they occupy it with

tents, but the outside resembles a wall, and is furnished

with towers at equal distances. And between the towers

they place the engines for throwing arrows and darts and



240 THE WORKS OF FLATIUS JOSEPHTTS. [bOOK III.

stones, and all other engines for throwing missiles, all ready
for use. They also erect four gates, one at each end of

the camp, large enough for the entrance of the beasts of

burden, and wide enough to make a sally from, if occasion

should require. They divide the camp within into streets

with much arrangement. And they place the tents of the
commanders in the middle, and in the very midst of all is

the general's own tent like a temple ; so that the camp
appears to be an improvised city with its market-place and
place for handicraft trades, and with seats for the superior
and inferior ofScers, where, if any differences arise, the
cases are heard and decided. The camp, and all that is in

it, is quickly fortified by the multitude and skiU of the
workers ; and, if occasion require, a trench is drawn round
the whole, whose depth is four cubits, and its breadth the
same.

§ 3. When they have thus fortified themselves, they
bivouac in companies in quietness and order. And all their

other affairs are managed with good order and security.

Each company has also its wood and com and water brought
it, when needful. For they neither sup nor dine when each
pleases, but all together. Their times also for sleeping and
watching and rising are notified beforehand by the sound
of trumpets, nor is any thing done without orders. And
in the morning all the soldiers go to their centurions, and
these centurions to their tribunes, to salute them, with
whom all the superior officers go to the general of the whole
army. And then he according to custom gives them the
word for the day and other orders, to be by them carried to
all that are imder their command ; which is also observed
when they go to fight, and so they wheel round quickly,

so that, if need be, they can either attack or retreat
en masse.

§ 4. Now when they are to go out of their camp, the
trumpet gives the signal, when nobody lies still, but at the
first intimation they take down their tents, and all is made
ready for their going out, and the trumpets sound again, to

bid them get ready for the march. Then they lay their

baggage quickly upon their mules and other beasts of bur-
den, and stand, as at the starting place, ready to march

;

and also set fire to their camp, and they do this be-
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cause it will be easy for them to erect another camp, and
that this one may not ever be of use to their enemies.

Then do the trumpets give signal to them the third time
that they are to go out, to hasten up those that are on any
account a little slow, that so no one may be out of his

ranks when the army marches. And a marshal stands at

the general's right hand, and asks them thrice in their own
tongue, if they are ready for war. To which they reply as

often, with a loud and cheerful voice, saying, " "We are

ready." And this they do almost before the question is

asked them, and as if fiUed with a kind of martial fury, and
when they cry this out, they also lift up their right hands.

§ 5. When, after this, they are gone out of their camp,
they all march without noise and ia order, and every one
keeps his own ranks as in war. The foot are armed with

breast-plates and helmets, and wear a sword on each side,

but the sword which is upon their left side is much longer

than the other, for that on the right side is not longer than

a span. Those foot also that are chosen out from the rest

to be about the general himself, have a lance and shield,

but the rest of the foot-soldiers have a spear and large ob-

long shield (shaped like a door), and a saw and basket, a

pickaxe, and an axe, a thong of leather, and a hook, and
provisions for three days, so that a foot-soldier has no great

need of a mule to carry his burdens. The cavalry have a

long sword on their right side and a long pole in their

hand, and an oblong shield lies across their horse's side, and
three or more darts are carried in their quiver, with broad

points, and not smaller than spears. They have also

helmets and breast-plates like all the foot-soldiers. As for

those that are chosen to be about the general, their armour
in no way differs from that of the cavalry belonging to

other troops, and he always leads the legions to whom that

duty is assigned by lot.

§ 6. This is the manner of marching and resting of the

Eomans, and these are the different weapons they use.

And when they are to fight, they leave nothing without

forecast nor to be done on the spur of the moment, but

counsel is ever first taken before any work is begun, and
what has been resolved upon is put into execution : so they

seldom commit any errors, and if they make mistakes at

IV. E
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any time, they easily correct those mistakes. They also

esteem any errors they commit after taking counsel before-

hand, to be better than the successes which are owing to

fortune only ; because such a chance advantage tempts men
to be careless, while consideration, though it may some-
times fail of success, has this good in it, that it makes men
more careful afterwards ; while the advantages that arise

from chance are not owing to him that gains them; and as

to the reverses that happen unexpectedly, there is this

comfort in them, that they had anyhow deliberated the

best they could to prevent them.

§ 7. Now in the exercise of their arms they make not

only the bodies of the soldiers but also their souls stout.

They are, moreover, hardened for war by fear. For their

laws inflict capital punishment not only for desertion, but

also for slight remissness, and their generals are more
severe than their laws ; for they screen their seeming cruelty

towards those they punish by the great rewards they be-

stow on valiant soldiers. And their obedience to their

commanders is so great, that it brings about order in peace,

and in a battle the whole army is one body. So welded
together are their ranks, so quick their wheelings round,

so sharp their hearing the orders given them, so quick
their sight of the signals given them, and so nimble
their hands in action. So what they do is done quickly,

and what they suffer they bear with the greatest patience.

Nor can we find any examples where they have been con-

quered in battle, when they came to a close fight, either by
the multitude of the enemies, or by their stratagems, or by
the difiiculties of the ground, no, nor by fortune either,

for their victories have been surer to them than fortune.

With a people, therefore, where counsel still goes before

action, and where what is resolved upon is followed out

by so energetic an army, what wonder is it that Euphrates
on the east, the Ocean on the west, the most fertile regions

of Libya' on the south, and the Ister' and Ehine on the

north, are the limits of the Roman empire ? One might
well say that the Eoman possessions are inferior to their

j)ossessors.

' Jewish War, ii. 7, § 4. ' The Danube.
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§ 8. I have given tlie reader this account not so much
with the intention of commending the Eomans, as of con-
soling those that have been conquered by them, and
deterring others from attempting to rise against them.
This account of the Soman military system may also

perhaps be of use to such as are ignorant of it, and yet
curious to know it. I will return now from my digres-

sion.

CHAP. VI.

Placidus attempts fo take Jotapata, hut is repulsed. Ves-
pasian marches into Galilee,

§1-

NOW Vespasian with his son Titus tarried some time at

Ptolemais,' and put his army in order. But when
Placidus, who had scoured all G-alilee, and had also slain a
great number of those whom he had taken (who were only
the weaker part of the Galilaeans, and such as were of

timorous souls), saw that the fighting men always took re-

fuge in the cities that had been fortified by Josephus, he
marched against Jotapata,^ which was the strongest of them
all, supposing he should easily take it by a coup de main,
and win great fame for himself among the commanders,
and gain a great advantage for the Romans for the future

campaign ; for if the strongest place of all were once taken,

the rest would surrender from fear. But he was mightily
mistaken in his hope. For the men of Jotapata heard
of his coming to attack them, and went out of the

city to meet him, and engaged with the Eomans unex-
pectedly, being both many in number, and prepared and
eager for fighting, because they esteemed their country and
wives and children in danger, and soon put the Eomans to

flight, and wounded many of them, but slew only seven of

them, because their retreat was made in an orderly manner,
and their wounds were only flesh wounds, as their bodies

were covered with their armour in all parts, and because

1 'AJc&a. = Jefat. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 6.
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the Jews rather threw their missiles at them from a
distance, than ventured to come to close quarters, and had
only light armour on, while the others were completely

armed. And three men were slain on the Jews' side, and a
few wounded. And Placidus, finding himself too weak to

assault the city, retreated.

§ 2. Then Vespasian set out to invade Galilee, and
marched from Ptolemais, having put his army in the order

wherein the Romans march. He ordered those aujdliaries

who were lightly armed and the archers to march first, that

they might check any sudden assaults of the enemy, and
might search the woods that looked suspicious and fit for

ambuscades. Next to them followed those of the Romans
who were completely armed, both foot and horse. Next to

them followed ten out of every hundred, carrying with them
their arms, and what was necessary to measure out a camp,
and after them road-makers, to make crooked roads
straight, and to level uneven ground, and to cut down
woods that hindered their march, that the army might not

be impeded or tired with their march. Behind these he
put such baggage of the army as belonged to himself and
the other commanders, with a strong troop of horse for

their security. After these he marched himself, having
with him some picked foot and horse and pikemen ; and he
was followed by the cavalry belonging to his legion, for a
hundred and twenty horse belonged to each legion. Next
to these came the mules that carried the battering-rams
and the other military engines. After them came the
other commanders and prefects of the cohorts and tribunes,

having with them picked soldiers. Then came the ensigns

encompassing the eagle, which is at the head of every
Eoman legion, being the king and strongest of all birds,

which seems to them a signal of dominion, and an omen
that they shall conquer all against whom they march.
These sacred ensigns were followed by the trumpeters, and
behind them came the main army in column six deep, who
were followed by a centurion, who, according to custom,
saw that the ranks were well kept. As for the servants of

every legion, they all followed the foot, and brought up the

baggage of the soldiers, which was carried by the mules and
other beasts of burden. And behind all the legions came



CHAP. VII.j THE JEWISH WAR. 245

the crowd of mercenaries, and next to them came those

that brought up the rear for the security of the whole
army, who were foot-soldiers, both light-armed and heavy-
armed, and a strong force of cavalry.

§ 3. Thus did Vespasian march with his army, and
arrived at the borders of Galilee, where he pitched his camp
and restrained his soldiers who were eager for war, and
also showed his army to the enemy to frighten them, and
to afEord them opportunity to change their minds before it

came to a battle. At the same time he made preparations

for besieging their strongholds. And indeed the sight of

the general induced many to repent of their revolt, and
threw all into consternation. Those indeed that were in

Josephus' camp, which was at the city called G-aris,' not far

from Sepphoris,^ when they heard that the war was come
near them, and that the Eomans were all but fighting with

them hand to hand, dispersed and fled, not only before

a battle, but before ever the enemy came in sight. So
Josephus was left with but a few others, and as he saw
that he had not an army sufficient to cope with the enemy,
and that the spirits of the Jews were depressed, and that

the greater part would willingly come to terms, if they

could get trusted, he already began to be afraid as to the

issue of the whole war, and determined to get as far as he

could out of danger ; so he took those that continued loyal

to him, and fled to Tiberias.

CHAP. vn.

Vespasian, after taking the City of Gadara, marches to Jota-

jpata. After a long Siege, that City is betrayed hy a De-

serter, and taken hy Vespasian.

AND Vespasian marched to the city of Gadara, and took

it at the first assault, because he found it destitute of

a fighting population, and entered into it and slew all the

> Site unknown. Life, § 71. ° Sefurieh.

^ Umm Keis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.
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population from the youths upwards, the Eomans having
no mercy on any age whatever, because of the hatred they
bore to the Jewish nation, and because of their remem-
brance of the lawlessness of the Jews in the affair of Cestius.

He also set fire not only to the city itself, but to all the

vUIages and small cities that were round it ; some of them
were quite destitute of inhabitants, but from others he
carried the inhabitants into captivity as slaves.

§ 2. As to Josephus, his retiring to the city of Tiberias,^

which he chose for his security, filled it with great alarm.

For its people did not imagine that he would have fled at

all, unless he had entirely despaired of the issue of the war.

And indeed as to that point, they were not mistaken about
his opinion ; for he saw how the affairs of the Jews would
end at last, and was sensible that they had but one way of

escaping, and that was by changing their conduct. As for

himself, although he expected that the Eomans would for-

give him, yet he preferred to die many times over, rather

than to betray his country, and to disgrace that command
of the army which had been intrusted to him, or to live

happily under those against whom he was sent to fight.

He determined, therefore, to write an exact account of
affairs to the principal men at Jerusalem, that he might not
by exaggerating the power of the enemy make them too
timorous, nor by understating that power encourage them
to stand out when they were perhaps disposed to repentance,

and that, if they thought of coming to terms, they might
quickly write him an answer, or if they resolved upon war,
send him an army sufficient to fight the Eomans. So he
wrote these things, and sent messengers to carry his letter

with all despatch to Jerusalem.

§ 3. Now Vespasian was very desirous of rasing Jotapata *

to the ground, for he had heard that most of the enemy
had retired there, and that it was also a strong point
d'appui for them. So he sent both foot and horse to level

the road, which was mountainous and rocky, and not with-
out difficulty to be travelled over by foot, and absolutely
impracticable for horse. And they accomplished this in

four days' time, and opened a broad way for the army.

' Tubariya. Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1. ^ Jefat.
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Now on the fifth day (which was the twenty-first of the
month Artemisius) Josephus anticipated him, and got into

Jotapata from Tiberias, and raised the drooping spirits of

the Jews. And a certain deserter told this good news to

Vespasian that Josephus had removed there, so he hasted
to that city, supposing that with taking it he should take all

Judaea, if he could but get Josephus in his power. So he
took this news to be of the vastest advantage to him, and
believed it to be brought about by the providence of God,
that he who appeared to be the most intelligent of all their

enemies should go into a self-chosen prison. So he sent

Placidus with a thousand horse, and the decurion Ebutius,
a person of eminence both in council and in action, to

invest the city, that Josephus might not escape away
privately.

§ 4. Vespasian himself followed them the very next day
with his whole army, and by marching till late in the
evening arrived at Jotapata. And taking his army to

the north side of the city, he pitched his camp on a certain

hill which was seven furlongs from the city, being most
desirous to be well seen by the enemy, to put them into

consternation ; indeed such a panic seized the Jews imme-
diately, that not one of them durst go outside the walls.

But the Romans put ofE an immediate attack at that time,

because they had marched aU the day, but they placed a

double Hne round the city, with a third line of cavalry

behind, in order to stop up every way out. ITow this,

making the Jews despair of escaping, excited them to act

more boldly ; for nothing makes men fight so desperately

in war as necessity.

§ 5. Now when an assault was made next day by the

Romans, the Jews at first maintained their ground and
opposed the enemy face to face, having encamped before

the city walls. But when Vespasian had set against them
the archers and slingers, and all those that threw missiles

from a distance, he bade them shoot, while he himself with

the foot mounted an acclivity, where the wall was easily to

be taken. Josephus was then in fear for the city, and
made a sally, and all the Jewish multitude with him. And
they fell upon the Romans en masse, and drove them away
from the wall, and performed a great many glorious and
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bold actions. But they suffered as much as they made the
enemy suffer. For as despair of safety encouraged the
Jews, so did a sense of shame equally encourage the
Eomans ; and these last had skill as well as strength,

while the others were only armed by courage, which made
them fight furiously. And when the fight had lasted all

day, it was put an end to by the coming on of night. A
very great many of the Eomans were wounded, and thirteen

of them killed, while seventeen of the Jews were slain, and
six hundred wounded.

§ 6. On the next day the Jews sallied out and made
another attack upon the Eomans, and fought much more
desperately than the day before, for they were now become
more confident on account of their unexpectedly holding
their own the day before, and they found that the Eomans
also fought more desperately ; for a sense of shame inflamed
them into passion, as they thought not winning victory at

once a kind of defeat. Thus did the Eomans attack the
Jews continually tiU the fifth day, while the people of Jota-
pata made sallies out, and fought from the walls most des-
perately ; neither were the Jews dismayed at the strength
of the enemy, nor were the Eomans discouraged at the
difficulties they met with in regard to taking the city.

§ 7. Now Jotapata is almost all of it a precipice, having
on all sides of it but one ravines immensely deep, so that
those who try to look down find their sight fail them be-
fore it reaches the bottom. It is only to be got at on the
north side, where the city is built on the mountain, as it

ends obliquely at a plain. Josephus had surrounded this
mountain with a wall when he fortified the city, that its

summit might not be able to be seized upon by the enemies.
The city is covered all round with other mountains, and is

invisible till one comes just upon it. Such was the strong
situation of Jotapata.

§ 8. Vespasian, therefore, being put on his mettle by
the natural strength of the place, as well as the bold de-
fence of the Jews, resolved to prosecute the siege with
vigour. To this end he called the commanders that were
under him to a council of war, and consulted with them as
to the assault. And when it was resolved to raise a bank
against that part of the wall which was accessible, he sent
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his whole army abroad to collect materials. So when they
had cut down all the trees ' near the city, and had got
together a great heap of stones besides the wood they had
cut down, some of them spread fascines over their works,
to avoid the effects of the darts that were shot from above
at them, under cover whereof they kept on forming their

bank, and so were hurt little or nothing by the darts that

were thrown upon them from the wall, while others pulled
the neighbouring hillocks to pieces, and perpetually brought
them earth, so nobody was idle, as they were busy three
sorts of ways. But the Jews cast great stones from the
walls and all sorts of darts upon the fascines which pro-

tected the men, and their noise, though they did not reach
them, was so terrible, that it was some impediment to the
workmen.

§ 9. Vespasian then put into position all round the
city the engines for throwing stones and darts (the number
of which was in aU an hundred and sixty), and bade the en-

gineers shoot at those that were upon the wall. Then simul-

taneously the catapults hurled lances with a great noise,

and stones of the weight of a talent were thrown by the

engines for hurling stones, and fire and a vast multitude

of arrows, which not only made the walls difficult of

access to the Jews, but also reached the parts within the

walls. For the mass of the Arabian archers, as well as all

those that threw darts and slung stones, hurled their shot

at the same time as the engines. However, the others did

not he still when they could not fight the Eomans from
the higher ground. For they then made sallies, like rob-

bers, in bands, and tore away the fascines that covered the

workmen, and struck them when they were thus unpro-

tected ; and when those workmen gave way, they shovelled

away the earth that composed the bank, and burnt the

woodwork of it and the fascines, till Vespasian perceived

that the intervals between the works caused this damage,
for these intervals gave the Jews opportunity to attack

the Romans. So he united the fascines, and at the same
time concentrated all his army close to them, which pre-

vented these sallies of the Jews.

' Surely for bpuv we must read SpvUv. And so I have done.



250 THE WOEKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK III.

§ 10. And when the bank was now raised, and brought
very close to the battlements, Josephus thought it would
be strange if he could make no counter-contrivance for the

city's preservation, so he got together his workmen, and
ordered them to buUd the wall higher. And when they

said that it was impossible to build while they were being

pelted with so many darts, he invented the following

shelter for them. He bade them fix stakes, and stretch

over them the raw hides of oxen just killed, that these

hides, by yielding and hollowing themselves when the

stones were thrown at them, might receive them, and the

other darts would slide off them, and fire that was thrown
would be quenched by the moisture that was in them.
And these he set over the workmen, and under them they
went on with their work in safety, and raised the wall

higher both by day and night, till it was twenty cubits

higher. He also built frequent towers upon the wall, and
fitted to it strong battlements. This greatly discouraged
the Romans, who thought by now they would have already

got inside the city, and they were at once dismayed at

Josephus' contrivance and at the courage of the citizens.

§ 11. And Vespasian was irritated at the great subtlety

of this stratagem, and at the boldness of the men of Jota-
pata. For taking heart again upon the building of this wall,

they made fresh sallies upon the Romans, and had every
day conflicts with them in bands, together with all such
contrivances as robbers make use of, as plundering all that
came to hand, as also setting fire to all the Eoman works

;

till Vespasian made his army leave off fighting them, and
resolved to sit down before the city, and to starve it into a
surrender, supposing that they would either be forced to
petition him for mercy by want of provisions, or, if they
should have the courage to hold out till the last extremity,
that they would perish by famine : and he conelu4ed he
should conquer them the more easily in fighting, if he left

them alone for a time, and then fell upon them when they
were weakened by famine. But he gave orders that they
should guard all the outlets from the city.

§ 12. Now the besieged had plenty of corn and indeed
of all other things within the city, but they wanted water,
because there was no fountain in the city, the people there
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being supplied with rain water. But it is a rare thing
in that country if ever to have rain in summer. And
as the siege was at this season, they were in great dis-

tress for some contrivance to satisfy their thirst, and they
chafed as if already entirely in want of water. For Josephus,
seeing that the city abounded with other necessaries, and
that the men were of good courage, and wishing to protract

the siege longer than the Eomans expected, ordered their

drink to be given them by measure. But they deemed
this scanty distribution of water by measure a thing
harder than the want of it ; and their not being able to

drink as much as they would stimulated still more their

desire for drinking, and they were as much disheartened

thereby as if they were come to the last degree of thirst.

Nor were the Eomans ignorant of the condition they were
in ; for where they stood opposite them above the wall,

they could see them running together, and taking their

water by measure, which made them throw their javehns

there, the place being within their reach, and kill a great

many of them.

§ 13. And Vespasian hoped that their cisterns of water
would in no long time be emptied, and that they would be
forced to deliver up the city to him. But Josephus, being

minded to frustrate his hope, commanded a great many to

wet their clothes, and hang them out upon the battlements,

till the entire wall was of a sudden all wet with the run-

ning down of the water. At this the Eomans were dis-

couraged and in consternation, seeing them able to throw

away in sport so much water, when they supposed them
not to have enough to drink. And the Eoman general de-

spaired of taking their city by famine, and even betook

himself again to arms and force, which was what the Jews
greatly desired. For as they despaired of safety for either

themselves or their city, they preferred death in battle to

death by hunger and thirst.

§ 14. However, Josephus contrived another stratagem,

besides the foregoing one, to get plenty of what they

wanted. Through a certain ravine that was almost in-

accessible, and so was neglected by the soldiers, Josephus

sent out certain persons along the western parts of it, and

by them sent letters to whom he pleased of the Jews that
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were outside the city, and procured from them in abundance
whatever necessaries they wanted in the city. He ordered
them also to creep along generally when near the watch as

they returned to the city, and to cover their backs with
fleeces, that if any one should observe them by night, they
might be believed to be dogs. This was done till the watch
perceived their contrivance, and surrounded the ravine.

§ 15. And now Josephus perceived that the city could
not hold out long, and that his own safety would be doubt-
ful if he continued in it, so he deliberated about flight

with the most influential men of the city. When the mul-
titude were aware of this, they all came round about him,
and begged of him not to leave them, as they entirely de-

pended on him and him alone ; for there was still hope of
the city's deliverance, if he would stay with them, because
everybody would zealously fight for him, and there would
be some comfort for them, even if they should be captured.
They added that it became him neither to flee from his

enemies, nor to desert his friends, nor to leap out of the
city, as out of a ship that was sinking in a storm, into
which he came in a calm ; for by going away he would
wreck the city, for nobody would any longer venture to
oppose the enemy, when he was once gone on whom they
wholly reUed.

§ 16. Then Josephus concealed from them that he was
going away to provide for his own safety, and told them
that he was going out of the city for their sakes ; for if

he stayed with them, he should be able to do them little

good, while they were in a safe condition, and if they were
once taken, he should only perish with them to no pur-
pose

;
whereas if he once got out of the siege, he should be

able to help them very much from outside ; for he would
then with all speed get the Galilaeans together out of the
district, and divert the Eomans from their city by another
war. He said also that he did not see what advantage he
could do them now by staying among them, for that would
only provoke the Eomans to besiege them more closely,
since they deemed it a very great point to take him ; but if

they heard that he had escaped, they would greatly relax
in their eagerness against the city. But he did not per-
.suade the people, but incited them the more to hang on him.
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Indeed children and old men and women with their infanta

came mourning to him, and fell down before him, and all

of them caught hold of his feet and held him fast, and be-

sought him with much wailing to share their fortunes, and
I think they did this, not envying his deUverance, but
hoping for their own ; for they did not think they should
suffer any great misfortune, if Josephus did but stay with
them.

§ 17. Kow Josephus thought, if he resolved to stay, that it

would be ascribed to their entreaties, and if he resolved to

go away by force, he would be put into custody. His pity

also for the people in their lamentation had much broken
his eagerness to leave them ; so he resolved to stay, and
arming himself with the common despair of the citizens,

he said to them, " Now is the time to begin to fight,

when there is no hope of deliverance left. It is noble to

prefer glory to life, and having done some noble deed to be
remembered by late posterity." When he had said this,

he turned to deeds, and with his bravest men made a sally,

and dispersed the enemies' outposts, and ran as far as the

Eoman camp itself, and pulled the coverings of their tents

upon their bank to pieces, and set fire to their works. And
he never left off fighting in the same manner either the

next day or the day after that, or for a considerable number
of both days and nights.

§ 18. Upon this Vespasian, as he saw the Eomans dis-

tressed by these sallies, (for they were ashamed to be

put to flight by the Jews, and when at any time they

made the Jews run away, their heavy armour would not

let them pursue them far, and the Jews, when they had
done any mischief, before they could be hurt themselves,

still retired into the city,) ordered his armed men to avoid

their attacks, and not fight it out with men in desperation,

for nothing was more courageous than despair, and their

violence would be quenched when they saw they failed of

their purposes, as fire was quenched when it wanted fuel.

He said also that it became the Romans to gain their

victories as cheaply as they could, since they did not fight

for their existence, but only to enlarge their dominions.

So he repelled the Jews most by the Arabian archers,

and Syi-ian slingers and stone-throwers. Nor was there
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any intermission of the numerous engines that hurled
missiles. Now the Jews suffered greatly by these engines

and gave way before them, but when they threw stones or

javelins a great distance, then the Jews came to close

quarters and pressed hard upon the Romans, and fought
desperately, without sparing either soul or body, one de-

tachment relieving another by turns when it was tired out.

§ 19. Now Vespasian, looking upon himself as besieged
in turn by these sallies of these Jews and the long time
the siege lasted, as his banks were now not far from the

walls, determined to apply his battering-ram. This is

a vast beam of wood like the mast of a ship, its forepart is

armed with a thick piece of iron at the head of it, which
is so carved as to be like the head of a ram, whence its

name is taken. This ram is slung in the air by its middle
by ropes, and is hung, like the balance in a pair of scales,

from another beam, and braced by strong beams on both
sides of it. When this is pulled backward by a great
number of men, and then with united force thrust forward
by the same men, it batters walls with the iron part which
is prominent. Nor is there any tower so strong, or walls
so broad, if they resist its first battery, but are forced to
yield to it at last. This was the experiment which the
Soman general betook himself to, as he was eagerly bent
upon taking the city, for he found lying in the field so long
to be to his disadvantage, as the Jews would never be
quiet. So the Eomans brought their catapults and other
engines for galling an enemy nearer to the walls, that
they might reach such as were upon the walls who en-
deavoured to frustrate their attempts, and threw stones
and javelins at them, and the archers and slingers in like
manner came closer to the wall. This brought matters to
such a pass that none of the Jews durst man the walls,
and then other Eomans brought forward the battering-
ram that was cased with wicker-work all over, and in the
upper part was covered by skins, and this both for the
security of themselves and it. Now the wall was shaken
at the very first stroke of this battering-ram, and a terrible
clamour was raised by the people within the city, as if

they were already taken.

§ 20. Now when Josephus observed this ram frequently
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battering the same place, and saw that the wall would
quickly be thrown down by it, he resolved to elude for a
while the force of that contrivance. So he gave orders to fill

sacks with chafE, and to let them down before the place where
they saw the ram always battering, that the stroke might
be turned aside, or that the place might feel less of the
stroke in consequence of the yielding nature of the chaff.

This very much delayed the Bomans, because, let them
remove their battering-ram to what part they pleased, those
that were on the walls also removed their sacks, and placed
them opposite the strokes it made, insomuch that the wall

was not at all injured in consequence of the resistance that
the sacks made, till the Eomans made a counter-contrivance

«f long poles, and by tying scythes at their ends cut off the
sacks. Now when the battering-ram thus became effective

again, and the wall (having been but newly built) was giving

way, Josephus and those about him had thenceforward
recourse to fire to defend themselves. So they took what-
ever materials they had that were dry, and made a sally

three ways, and set fire to the machines and wicker-work
and banks of the Bomans. And they could not well come
to their assistance, being at once in consternation at the

Jews' boldness, and being prevented by the flames from
coming to their aid. For the materials being dry, and
bitumen and pitch and brimstone also being among them,
the fire spread quicker than one would think, and what cost

the Bomans a great deal of labour was in one hour con-

sumed.
§ 21. And here a certain Jew appeared worthy of our

relation and commendation. He was the son of Samaeas,

and was called Eleazar, and was bom at Saab ' in G-alUee.

He took up a stone of vast size, and threw it down from
the wall upon the ram, and that with such force that it

broke off the head of it. He also leaped down and took

the head of the ram from the midst of the enemies, and
without the slightest fear carried it to the top of the wall.

And all the while he stood as a mark for all the enemies,

.and received their strokes upon his naked body, and was
jpierced with five darts: nor did he mind any of them

' Possibly Kefr Sabt.
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till he got up to the top of the wall, where he stood in the
sight of all conspicuous for his boldness, after which
he writhed with pain from his wounds, and fell down
dead with the ram. Next to him two brothers Netiras and
Philip showed their courage most conspicuously, both of
them from the village Euma,' and both Galilseans also.
They leaped upon the soldiers of the tenth legion, and fell
upon the Eomans with such a noise and force as to dis-
order their ranks, and to put to flight all upon whom thev
rushed.

§ 22. After them Josephus, and the rest of the multi-
tude with him, took a great deal of fire, and burnt both
the machines and their coverings and the works belonging
to the fifth and tenth legions, whom they put to flight,
and others followed them immediately, and buried their
instruments and all their materials under ground. How-
ever, about evening the Eomans raised and applied the
battering-ram agaiu where the wall had suffered before

;

and there a certain Jew that defended the city from the
Eomans, hit Vespasian with a dart in the flat of his foot,
and wounded him only a little, the distance being so great
that it broke the force of the missile. However, this
caused the greatest confusion among the Eomans, for as
those who stood near were alarmed at the sight of his
blood, a report spread through the whole army that the
general was wounded, and most left the siege and came run-
ning in dismay and fear to the general ; and before them
all came Titus, in the concern he had for his father, so that
the soldiers were in great anxiety both from the regard
they had for their general and because of the agony that
the son was in. But Vespasian soon put an end to his son's
fear, and to the alarm of the army. For rising superior to
pain, and taking care to show himself to all that had been
anxious about him, he incited them to fight the Jews with
more sternness

: for now every body was willing to expose
himself to danger to avenge the general, and encouraging
one another with a shout they rushed to the wall.

§ 23. But those who were with Josephus, though they
fell one after another being struck by the darts and stones

' Kh. EuTmh, on the south side of the plain el-B%tttmtf.
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which the engines threw at them, could not for all that be
driven from the wall, but attacked with fire and iron
weapons and stones those who were propelling the ram
under the protection of the wicker-work : though they could
do little or nothing, but fell themselves perpetually, because
they were seen by those whom they could not see. For the
light of their own fire shone about them, and made them
as visible a mark to the enemy as they were in the day-
time, while the enemy's engines could not be seen at a great
distance, and so what was thrown at them could not well be
avoided. For the force with which these engines threw
stones and darts made them wound many at a time, and
the whizzing stones that were cast by the engines carried
away the battlements, and broke oft' the corners of the
towers. Indeed, no body of men could be so strong as not
to be overthrown to the last rank by the size of the stones.

And any one may learn the force of the engines by what
happened this very night : for as one of those that stood
round Josephus was on the wall, his head was knocked off

by a stone, and his skull carried as far as three furlongs.

In the day-time also a woman with child had her belly so
violently struck, as she had just come out of her house,
that the unborn babe was carried to the distance of half a
furlong, so great was the force of that engine. The whirr
of the instruments and the noise of the missiles was more
terrible still. Dire too was the noise the dead bodies
made when they were knocked down one after another on
the walls, and dreadful was the clamour which the women
raised within the city, which was echoed back by the cries

of those outside who were being slain ; and the whole space
of ground whereon they fought ran with blood, and the wall
might have been climbed up to over dead bodies. The
mountains also contributed to increase the noise by their

echoes, nor was there on that night any thing wanting
that could terrify either the ear or eye. And very many
of those that fought nobly at Jotapata fell, and very many
were wounded, and the morning watch was come ere the
wall yielded to the machines employed against it, though
it had been battered without intermission ; and those within
covered their bodies with their armour, and built up again

what was thrown down of the wall, before those scaling
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machines were laid to the wall by which the Eomans were
to ascend into the city.

§ 24. In the morning Vespasian mustered together his

army to take the city, after a little rest from the fatigues

of the night. And as he wished to draw ofE those that

checked him from the places where the wall had heen
thrown down, he made the most courageous of lus cavalry

dismount from their horses, and placed them in three files

opposite these breaches in the wall, defended by their

armour on every side, and with poles in their hands, that

so they might begin the ascent as soon as the machines for

such ascent were laid to the wall. And behind these he
placed the flower of his foot, and he ordered the rest of

the horse to deploy from the walls over all the hills to

prevent any from escaping out of the city when it should
be taken ; and behind these he placed the archers all

round, and commanded them to have their arrows ready
to shoot. He gave the same commands to the slingers,

and to those that managed the engines, and bade others
bring ladders and apply them to those parts of the wall
that were uninjured, that those who tried to hinder their

ascent might leave off guarding the breaches in the wall,

while the rest of the besieged might be overpowered by the
darts cast at them, and yield an entrance into the city.

§ 25. But Josephus, seeing through Vespasian's plan,

set the old men and those that were tired out at the
sound part of the wall, as not at all likely to be hurt there,

but set the most efficient of his soldiers at the place where
the wall was broken down, and in front of them all six men
by themselves, among whom he himself shared in the post
of greatest danger. He also gave orders that when the
legions made a shout they should stop their ears, that they
might not be dismayed at it, and also that, to avoid the
shower of the enemies' darts, they should bend down on
their knees, and cover themselves with their shields, and re-

treat a little backwards for a while, till the archers should
have emptied their quivers ; and that, when the Eomans
should lay their machinesfor ascending thewalls, they should
leap oiTt, and with their own instruments meet the enemy,
and that every one should strive to do his best, not to de-
fend his own city, as if it were possible to be preserved,
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but to revenge it, as if it was already destroyed ; and that
they should try and picture before their eyes how their old
men would be slain, and their children and wives killed im-
mediately by the enemy ; and that they should beforehand
spend all their fury on account of the calamities coming
upon them, and pour it out on the perpetrators of them.

§ 26. Thus did Josephus dispose of both his bodies of
men. As for the useless part of the citizens, the women
and children, when they saw their city surrounded by a
triple line (for none of the former guards were with-
drawn for battle), and their enemies with swords in
their hands at the breaches in the wall, as also the hUly
country above them shining with arms, and the darts
ready and poised in the hands of the Arabian archers,

they made a final wail at their capture, as if their ruin
was not only imminent, but had actually come upon
them already. But Josephus ordered the women to be
shut up in their houses, lest they should unnerve the
courage of the men by pity, and commanded them to hold
their peace, and threatened them if they did not, and went
himself to the breach, where his position was allotted.

As to those who brought up ladders to the other places,

he took no notice of them, but earnestly waited for the ex-

pected shower of arrows.

§ 27. And now the trumpeters of all the Roman legions

sounded together, and the army raised a terrible shout,

and as a shower of darts were hurled at a preconcerted

signal, the air was darkened by them. But Josephus' men
remembered the orders he had given them ; they stopped
their ears at the shouts, and protected their bodies against

the darts ; and as for the scaling engines that were laid

to the wall, the Jews sallied out at them, before those that

should have used them were got upon them. And now,
on the ascending of the soldiers, there was a great hand to

hand fight, and much valour both of hands and soul was
exhibited, while the Jews earnestly endeavoured, in the ex-

treme danger they were in, not to show less courage than
those who, without beiag in danger,fought so stoutlyagainst

them, nor did they leave struggling with the Eomans till

they either fell down dead themselves, or killed their anta-

gonists. But as the Jews grew weary with defending
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themselves contimiallv, and had not enough men to relieve

them, so on the side of the Romans fresh men still suc-

ceeded those that were tired, and still new men quickly

got upon the scaling engines in the room of those that

were thrust down, encouraging one another, and joining

side to side, and protecting themselves with their shields

over their heads, so that they became an invincible body,

and as they pushed back the Jews with their whole line,

as though they were but one body, they began already to

get upon the wall.

§ 28. Then did Josephus in this utmost distress take

for his counsellor necessity (which is very clever in inven-

tion when it is sharpened by despair), and gave orders to

pour scalding oil upon those whose shields protected

them. Whereupon they soon got it ready, for many
brought it and in great quantities, and poured it on all

sides upon the Romans, and threw down upon them the
vessels as they were still hissing from the heat of the fire.

This so burnt the Romans, that it dispersed their com-
pact body, who now tumbled down from the wall in

dreadful pain, for the oil easily ran down their whole
bodies from head to foot under their full armour, and fed

upon their flesh like fire, its fat and unctuous nature
rendering it soon heated and slowly cooled. And as the
men were encumbered with their helmets and breast-

plates, they could in no way get free from this burning,
and could only leap and roll about in pain, as they fell off

their gangways. And as they thus were beaten back, and
retired to their own party, who still pressed them forward,

they became an easy prey to those that wounded them from
behind.

§ 29. However, in spite of this ill success of the Romans,
their courage did not fail them, nor did the Jews want wit

;

for the Romans, although they saw their own men in a
miserable condition from this oil that was poured on them,
yet tried with all their might to get at those that poured
the oil upon them, each reproaching the man before him
as a coward that hindered him from exerting his strength.

As for the Jews they made use of another sti-atagem to

prevent the ascent of the Romans, and poured boiling

fenugreek upon their planks, to make them slip and
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fall down ; so that neither could those that were coming
up, nor those that were going down, stand on their

feet ; but some of them fell backward upon the machines
by which they were ascending and got trampled under
foot, and many fell upon the bank they had raised,

and when they fell were slain by the Jews. For as the
Romans could not keep their feet, the Jews, being freed
from fighting hand to hand, had leisure to throw their

darts at them. And in the evening the general called ofE

those soldiers that had suffered so sorely in the assault, of

whom the slain were not a few, and the wounded were
stiU more numerous ; while of the people of Jotapata only
sis men were killed, though more than three hundred were
carried off wounded. This fight happened on the twentieth

day of the month Daesius.

§ 30. Now when Vespasian comforted his army as to what
had happened, he found them angry, and rather wanting
action than exhortation, so he gave orders to them to raise

the banks still higher, and to erect three towers, each fifty

feet high, covered with plates of iron on every side, that they
might be both firm from their weight, and not liable to

be set on fire. These towers he set upon the banks, and
placed upon them such as could shoot darts and arrows,

and the lighter engines for throwing stones and darts also
;

and also set upon them the strongest of the slingers, who not

being descried themselves because of the height they stood

upon and the parapets of the towers, hurled their missiles

at those that were upon the wall, who were easUy seen by
them. Thereupon the Jews, being neither able easily to

escape those darts that were thrown down upon their

heads, nor to avenge themselves on those whom they could

not see, and perceiving that the height of the towers was
so great that a dart which they threw with their hand
could hardly reach it, and that the iron on them made
them fire-proof, left the walls, and made sallies upon those

that tried to take their city by assault. Thus did the people

of Jotapata hold out, though a great number of them were

every day killed, without their being able to retaUate upon
their enemies, except that they kept them out of the city,

though not without danger to themselves.

§ 31. During these days Vespasian sent out Trajan
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against a city called Japha,' that lay near to Jotapata, and
was disaffected to Rome, and elated by Jotapata against

all expectation holding out so long. This Trajan was the
commander of the tenth legion, and to him Vespasian en-

trusted one thousand horse and two thousand foot. When
Trajan arrived at that city, he found it hard to be taken, for

besides the natural strength of its situation, it was also

secured by a double wall; but when he saw the people

coming out of it ready for battle, he engaged with them,
and after a short resistance put them to flight. And as

they fled to their first wall, the Romans followed them so

closely that they got inside it with them : but when the Jews
endeavoured to get also inside the second wall, their fellow-

citizens shut them out, being afraid that the Romans would
enter in with them. It was certainly Grod who, to gratify

the Romans by the woes of the Gralileeans, did now expose
the people of the city every one of them, being shut out by
their own hands, to be utterly destroyed by their bloody
enemies. For they rushed at the gates en masse, earnestly

calling on those that kept them by name, but they had
their throats cut in the very midst of their supplications.

For the enemy shut the gates of the iirst wall, and their

own citizens shut the gates of the second, so that they
were closely cooped up between the two walls, and many
were run through by the swords of their own men, and
many by their own swords, besides an immense number
that were slain by the Romans. Nor had they any courage
to retaliate, for to the consternation they were in from the
enemy was added their being betrayed by their own friends,

which quite broke their spirits ; and at last they died,

cursing not the Romans, but their own citizens, tiU they
were all slain, being twelve thousand in number. Then
Trajan, inferring that the city was empty of people that
could fight, and although there should be a few of them
therein, supposing that they would be too timorous to ven-
ture upon any opposition, reserved the actual taking of the
city for the general ; so he sent messengers to Vespasian,
and desired him to send his son Titus to put the finishing
strokes on the victory he had gained. Vespasian, there-

' Yafa. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 6.
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upon, imagining there might be some work still necessary,

sent his son with an army of five hundred horse and one
thousand foot. And he quickly arrived at the city, and
put his army in order of battle, and set Trajan in command
of the left wing, while he took the right himself, and led
the blockading force in person. And when the soldiers

applied ladders to the wall on every side, the Galileeans

opposed them for a while from above, but soon abandoned
the walls. Then did Titus' men leap into the city, and
master it quickly, but when they had got inside a fierce

battle took place between them and the Jews who formed
against them. For those that could fight fell upon the
Romans in the narrow streets, and the women threw what-
ever came to hand at them from the houses ; and the fight

was kept up for six hours' time ; but when the fightingmen
were despatched, the rest of the multitude had their throats

cut, both young and old together, partly in the open air, and
partly in their own houses. So there were now no males
remaining besides the infants, who, with the women, were
carried as slaves into captivity. And the number of those

both now slain in the city, and at the former fight, was
fifteen thousand, and the captives were two thousand one

hundred and thirty. This calamity befell the G-alilseans on
the twenty-fifth day of the month Dsesius.

§ 32. Nor did the Samaritans escape their share of mis-

fortunes. For they assembled upon the mountain called

Gerizim,' which is their holy place, and there they remained :

and this mustering together of them, and the spirit they

showed, seemed to threaten war. Nor were they rendered

wiser by the miseries that had come upon the neighbouring

cities, but notwithstanding the great success the Eomans
had had, marched on very foolishly considering their own
weakness, being ripe for any tumult. Vespasian therefore

thought it best to anticipate their movements, and to cut

short their attempts. For although all the district of

Samaria had always had garrisons posted throughout it,

yet the number of those that had gathered together at

Mount Gerizim and their organisation gave ground for

alarm. He therefore despatched there Cerealis, the com-

' Mount Grerizim, south of Shechem, Ndhlus.
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mander of the fifth legion, with six hundred horse and three

thousand foot. And he did not think it safe to go up the

mountain, and give them battle, because many of the enemy-

were on the higher ground, so he surrounded all the lower

part of the mountain with his army, and watched them
all that day. Now it happened that the Samaritans, who
were short of water, suffered tembly from the violent heat

(for it was summer time, and the multitude had not pro-

vided themselves with necessaries), so that some of them
died that very day from thirst, while others of them pre-

ferred slavery to such a death, and fled to the Romans

;

from whom Cerealis understood, that those who still

stayed there were very much cowed by their misfortunes.

So he went up the mountain, and having placed his forces

round about the enemy, he first besought them to take

the security of his right hand, and come to terms with

him, and so save themselves ; and assured them that, if

they would lay down their arms, he would secure them
from any harm ; but as he could not prevail upon them,

he fell upon them and slew them all, being eleven thousand
six hundred. This took place on the twenty-seventh day of

the month Dajsius. Such were the calamities that befell

the Samaritans.

§ 33. However, the people of Jotapata still held out man-
fully, and bore up under their miseries beyond all that could

be hoped for, and on the forty-seventh day [of the siege] the

banks thrown up by the Romans were become higher than
the wall. And on that day a certain person deserted to Ves-
pasian, and told him how few were left in the city, and how
weak they were, and how they were worn out with perpetual

watching and continual fighting, so that thej"^ could not

now oppose any energetic force that came against them,
and that they might be taken by stratagem, if any one
attacked them ; for about the last watch of the night, when
they thought they might have some rest from their un-
remitting toil, and when morning sleep steals most upon
people thoroughly weary, he said the watch used to fall

asleep, and his advice was that they should make their

attack at that hour. But Vespasian suspected this deserter,

knowing how faithful the Jews were to one another, and
how much they despised any punishments that could be
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inflicted on them ; for one of the people of Jotapata
(who had been taken prisoner before this) had undergone
all sorts of torments, and though they tortured him with
fire, he would inform his enemies nothing of the affairs

within the city, and when he was crucified, smiled at death.
However, the probability of the story made the deserter
credited, and Vespasian thought he probably spoke the
truth, and that they would be no great sufferers if it was
a trap ; so he commanded them to keep the man in custody,
and prepared the army for taking the city.

§ 34. At the appointed hour they marched without noise

to the waU ; and Titus himself first got upon it, with one
of his tribunes Domitius Sabinus, and a few of the fifteenth

legion also. And they cut the throats of the watch, and
entered the city very quietly. After them came Sextus
Cerealis the tribune and Placidus, who led on those that were
under them. Now though the citadel was taken, and the

enemy were moving about in the very midst of the city,

and it was already day, the taking of the city was not yet

known to those that were taken ; for most were tired out

and fast asleep, and a great mist, which then by chance
fell upon the city, hindered those that got up from dis-

tinctly seeing the case they were in, tiU the whole Eoman
army had got in, and they rose up only to find the miseries

they were in, and perceived the city was taken only by
their being slain. As for the Romans, they so well remem-
bered what they had suffered during the siege, that they

neither spared nor pitied any, but thrust the people down
the precipice from the citadel and so slew them, where the

difiiculty of the ground hindered those that were still able

to fight from defending themselves. For as they were
crowded in the narrow streets, and could not keep their

feet sure along the precipice, they were overwhelmed with

the crowd of those that came fighting them from the

citadel. This incited many, even of those chosen men that

were about Josephus, to kill themselves with their own
hands. For when they saw that they could kill none of

the Eomans, they resolved to prevent being slain by the

Romans, and got together in the outlying parts of the city,

and killed themselves.

§ 35. However, such of the watch as fled at once, at the
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first intimation that the city was taken, went up into one
of the towers on the north of the city, and for a while de-

fended themselves there ; but as they were surrounded by
a multitude of enemies, they offered to surrender when it

was too late, and then courageously offered themselyes
for slaughter. And the Romans might have boasted
that the conclusion of the siege was without blood [on
their side], had not a centurion Antonius been slain at

the taking of the city. His death was occasioned by the
following treachery : one of those that had fled into the

caverns, who were a great number, begged that this Anto-
nius would reach him his right hand, both to assure him
that he would preserve him, and to give him his assistance

in getting up out of the cavern ; and he incautiously

reached him out his right hand, when the other was too

quick for him, and stabbed him from below in the groin

with a spear, and killed him immediately.

§ 36. On this day the Romans slew all the people that

appeared openly ; and on the following days they searched

the hiding places, and attacked those that were under
ground and in caverns, and spared males of no age, but only

infants and women. And twelve hundred were gathered
together as captives. As for those that were slain at the

taking of the city, and in the former fights, forty thousand
were counted. And Vespasian gave orders that the city

should be rased to the ground, and all the fortifications

burnt down. Thus was Jotapata taken, in the thirteenth

year of the reign of Nero, on the first day of the month
Panemus.
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CHAP. vm.

How Josephus was informed against by a Woman, and was
willing to deliver himself up to the Romans; and what
Speech he made to his own Men, when they endeavoured
to hinder him ; and what he said to Vespasian, when he
was brought before him ; and hoio Vespasian treated him.

§^-

AND now tlie Eomans searched for Josephus, both from
the hatred they themselves bore him, and because

their general was very desirous to have him taken ; for he
reckoned that, if he were taken, the chief fomenter of the
war would be removed. So they searched among the dead,
and looked into the hidden nooks of the city. But when
the city was first taken, Josephus was assisted by a certain
supernatural providence, for he stole away from the enemy
when he was in the midst of them, and leaped into a
certain deep pit, which had a large cavern adjacent to it,

which could not be seen by those that were above ; and
here he met with forty persons of note that had concealed
themselves, and had provisions enough to last for not a few
days. So in the day-time he hid himself from the enemy
who occupied all places, and in the night-time he came out
of his cavern, and looked about for some way of escaping,

and reconnoitred the watch. But as all places were
guarded everywhere on his account, so that there was no
way of getting off unseen, he went down again into the
cavern. Thus he concealed himself two days ; but on the
third day, when they had taken a woman who had been
with them, he was informed against by her. Thereupon
immediately, without losing a moment, Vespasian sent two
tribunes, Paulinus and GalUcanus, and ordered them to
give Josephus their right hands as a security for his life,

and to exhort him to come up.

§ 2. So they went and invited him to come up, and gave
him assurances that his life should be preserved : but they
did not prevail upon him ; for he was suspicious from the
probability that one who had done so much against the
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Eomans would have to suffer for it, though not from the
mild temper of those that invited him. And he was afraid

that they invited him to come up in order to be punished,
until Vespasian sent to him a third tribune also, Nicanor,
who was well known to Josephus, and had been his in-

timate friend formerly. When he was come, he enlarged
upon the natural mildness of the Eomans towards those
they had once conquered, and told him that he had behaved
himself so valiantly that the superior ofB.cers rather admired
than hated him ; and that the general was very desirous

to have him brought to him, not to punish him, for he
could do that though he should not surrender, but because
he was determined to preserve a man of his courage. He
also added that Vespasian, had he meant to lay a trap for

him, would not have sent to him a friend of his, nor have
put the fairest colour upon the vilest action, by pretending
friendship and meaning treachery, nor would he himself
have acquiesced and come to him, had it been to deceive him.

§ 3. Now when Josephus hesitated about accepting
Nicanor's proposal, the Eoman soldiers were so angry, that
they desired to set fire to the cavern, but the tribune
would not permit them to do so, being very desirous to take
Josephus alive. And now, as Nicanor earnestly pressed
Josephus to comply, and he noticed how the multitude of

the enemies threatened him, he called to mind the dreams
which he had dreamed in the night-time, whereby God
had signified to him beforehand both the future calamities

of the Jews, and the events that concerned the Eoman em-
perors. Now Josephus was able to conjecture well as to the
interpretation of such dreams as have been ambiguously
delivered by the deity ; moreover, he was not unacquainted
with the prophecies contained in the sacred books, being
himself a priest, and of the posterity of priests. So at that
moment he became inspired, and remembering the dreadful
character of the dreams he had lately had, he put up a secret

prayer to Grod, and said, " Since it pleases thee, who hast
created the Jewish nation, to depress the same, and since

all their good fortune is gone over to the Eomans, and
since thou hast made choice of my soul to foretell what is

to come to pass hereafter, I willingly surrender to the

Eomans, and am content to live. But I declare that I do
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not go over to the Eomans as a deserter, but as thy
minister."

§ 4. When he said this, he gave himself up to Nicanor.

Butwhen those Jewswho had fledwith Josephus understood
that he meant to surrender to those that invited him to come
up, they stood round him in a body, and cried out, "Now, in-

deed, may the laws of our forefathers groan aloud, now may
Grod himself well be dejected, who has created the souls of

the Jews of such a temper, that they despise death. O Jose-

phus ! art thou fond of life ? and canst thou bear to see the

light in a state of slavery ? How soon hast thou forgotten

thyself ! how many hast thou persuaded to lose their lives

for liberty ! Thou hast then had a false reputation for man-
hood, and a false reputation for wisdom, if thou hopest for

preservation from those against whom thou hast fought so

valiantly, and art willing to be preserved by them, if they

be in earnest. But although the good fortune of the

Romans has made thee forget thyself, we ought to see to

the glory of our forefathers. We will lend thee our right

hand and sword. And if thou wilt die wUUngly, thou wilt

die as general of the Jews ; but if unwillingly, thou wilt

die as a traitor." At the same time that they said this,

they began to thrust their swords at him, and threatened

they would kill him, if he surrendered to the Eomans.

§ 5. Upon this, Josephus was afraid of their attacking

him, and vet thought he should be a traitor to the com-

mands of God, if he died before they were delivered, so he

began to philosophize to them in the emergency he was

in, and spoke to them as follows. " O my friends, why are

we so earnest to kill ourselves ? and why do we set our

dearest things, the soul and body, at such variance ? Does

anv one say that I am changed ? Nay, the Eomans are

sensible how the matter stands well enough. It is a brave

thing to die in war, but only according to the law of war,

by the hand of conquerors. If, therefore, I flee from the

sword of the Eomans, I truly deserve to die by my own
sword and my own hand; but if they will spare their

enemv, how much more justly ought we to spare ourselves ?

For it is certainly a foolish thing to do that to ourselves

which we quarrel with them for doing to us. I admit that

it is noble to die for liberty ; but only in war, and at the
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Lands of those who try to take that liberty from us ; but
now our enemies are neither meeting us in battle, nor kill-

ing us. Now, he is equally a coward who wishes not to die

when he is obliged to die, and he who wishes to die when
he is not obliged to do so. What are we afraid of that we
will not go up to the Romans ? Is it death ? If so, shall

we inflict on ourselves for certain what we are afraid of,

when we but suspect our enemies will inflict it on us '?

But some one will say that we fear slavery. Are we then

altogether free at present ? It may also be said that it is

a manly act to Mil oneself. No, certainly, but a most
unmanly one, as I should esteem that pilot most cowardly,

who, out of fear of a storm, should sink his ship of his

own accord. Indeed suicide is unknown to the common
nature of all animals, and is impiety to Grod our Creator.

For no animal dies by its own contrivance, or by its own
means. For the desire of life is a strong law of nature

with all ; on which account we deem those that openly try

to take it away from us to be our enemies, and we take ven-

geance on those that try to do so by treachery. And do you
not think that Grod is very angry when a man despises what
he has bestowed on him ? For it is from him that we have

received our being, and we ought to leave it to his disposal

to take that being away from us. The bodies of all men
are indeed mortal, and created out of corruptible matter

;

but the soul is ever immortal, and is a part of God that

inhabits our bodies. Besides, if any one destroys or misuses

deposit he has received from a mere man, he is esteemed a

wicked and perfidious person ; and if any one cast out of

his own body the deposit of God, can we imagine that he
who is thereby afCrDnted does not know of it? Moreover,
our law justly ordains that slaves which run away from
their masters shall be punished, though the masters they

run away from may have been wicked masters to them.

And shall we endeavour to run away from God, who is the

best of all masters, and not think ourselves guilty of

impiety ? Do not you know that those who depart out of

this life according to the law of nature, and pay the debt

which was received from God, when he that lent it us is

pleased to require it back again, enjoy eternal fame ; that

their houses and posterity are sure, and that their souls
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are pure and obedient, and obtain the most holy place in
heaven, from whence, in the revolution of ages, they are
again sent into pure bodies ; while the souls of those whose
hands have acted madly against themselves, are received
in the darkest place in Hades, and God, who is their father,
punishes those that offend against either soul or body in
their posterity. So God hates suicide, and it is punished by
our most wise legislator. For our laws ordain that the
bodies of such as kill themselves shall be exposed till sun-
set without burial, although it be lawful to bury even our
enemies. The laws of other nations also enjoin to cut off

such men's right hands when they are dead, as they had
used them in destroying themselves, for they reckoned
that, as the body is aUen from the soul, so is the hand also

alien from the body. It is, therefore, my friends, a noble
thing to reason justly, and not to add to the calamities

which men bring upon us impiety towards our Creator.
If we have a mind to preserve ourselves, let us do so ; for

to be preserved by our enemies, to whom we have given so

many proofs of our courage, is no way inglorious ; and if

we have a mind to die, it is good to die by the hand of

those that have conquered us. For my part, I shall not
transfer myself to our enemies' ranks, to be a traitor

to myself. For certainly I should then be much more
foolish than those who deserted to the enemy, since they
did it in order to save themselves, and I should do it for

destruction, and that my own destruction. However, I

heartily wish the Eomans may prove treacherous in this

matter ; for if, after the offer of their right hand for

security, I be slain by them, I shall die cheerfully, and
carry away with me the sense of their perfidiousness, as a
consolation greater than victory itself."

§ 6. Much similar language did Josephus use to these

men to deter them from committing suicide. But they
shut their ears in desperation, having long ago devoted
themselves to die, and were irritated at Josephus ; and ran
upon him with their swords, one from one place, another
from another, and called him a coward, and each seemed
as if going at once to smite him. But he calling one of

them by name, and looking like his general at another,

and taking a third by the right hand, and making a fourth
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ashamed of himself by praying him to forbear, though
distracted in this emergency by various emotions, kept
off every one of their swords from killing him, and was
forced to act like wild beasts surrounded on every side,

who ever turn on the last assailant. And the right hands
of some were paralysed by the reverence they still bore

their general even in these extremities, and their swords
dropped out of their hands, and several while pointing

their swords at him spontaneously desisted.

§ 7. However, in this emergency Josephus was not desti-

tute of his usual sagacity ; but trusting himself to the
providence of God, he put his life into hazard. So he
said, " Since you are determined to die, come on, let us

commit our mutual deaths to settlement by lot. He
whom the lot falls on first, let him be killed by him that

has the second lot, and thus fortune shall take us all

;

nor shall any of us perish by his own light hand, for

it would be unfair if, when the rest are gone, somebody
should repent and save himself." This proposal appeared
to them very fair, and when he had prevailed upon them to

determine this matter by lots, he drew one of the lots for

himself also. He who had the first lot laid his neck bare
to him that had the next, supposing that the general would
die among them immediately; for they thought death
sweeter than life, if Josephus might but die with them.
And he was left with another to the last, whether we must
say it happened so by chance, or by the providence of God.
And as he was very desirous neither to be condemned by
the lot, nor, if he were left to the last, to imbrue his right

hand in the blood of his fellow-countryman, he persuaded
him to trust to him and to live as well as himself.

§ 8. Thus Josephus escaped both in the war with the
Eomans, and in this war with his ovm friends, and was led

by Nicanor to Vespasian. And all the Eomans flocked to

see him ; and as the multitude crowded round the general,

there was a confused clamour, some rejoicing that Josephus
was taken, and some threatening him, and some pressing

very near to see him. And those that were at greater dis-

tance cried out to have their enemy put to death, while those

that were near called to mind the actions he had done, and
marvelled at the reverse in his fortunes ; nor were there
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any of the Eoman commanders, however enraged they
had been at him before, but relented at the sight of him.
And Titus was moved above all the rest, by Josephus'
endurance under his reverses and pity for his youth; for

he recalled to mind that but a little while ago he was
fighting, and now lay in the hands of his enemies, which
made him consider the power of fortune, and how quick
is the turn of affairs in war, and how no condition of men
is stable and sure. So he then induced a great many as

well as himself to commiserate Josephus. He had also

very great influence in persuading his father to save his

life. However, Vespasian gave strict orders that he was to

be kept with great care, as though he intended forthwith to

send him to Nero.

§ 9. When Josephus heard this, he said that he had
something that he wished to say to the general alone. When
therefore aU. were ordered to withdraw, except Titus and
two friends, Josephus said, " Thou, O Vespasian, thinkest

no more than that thou hast taken Josephus himself cap-

tive, but I come to thee as a messenger of greater things.

For had not I been sent by Grod to thee, I knew the custom

of the Jews, and how it becomes generals to die. Dost thou
intend to send me to Nero ? Why ? Will not ' Nero have
successors up to thee ? Thou, Vespasian, wilt be Caesar and
emperor, and so will thy son here. Bind me now still more
carefully, and keep me for thyself, for thou,O Csesar, wilt not

only be lord over me, but over the land and sea and all man-
kind. And certainly I deserve to be kept in closer custody

than I now am in, in order to be punished, if I falsely

affirm any thing as from God." When he had said this,

Vespasian at first did not believe him, but supposed that

Josephus said this, as a cunning trick, in order to be saved

alive ; but in a little time he was induced to believe what
he said to be true, God stirring him up already to think of

obtaining the empire, and by other signs foreshowing his

advancement. He also found Josephus to have spoken

truth on other occasions. For when one of those friends

that were present at the secret conference said to Josephus,

"I cannot but wonder why thou couldstnot foretell to the

' I read ov for ol, as the sense seems to require,

IT. T
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people of Jotapata that they would be taken, nor couldst

foretell this captivity which has happened to thyself,

unless what thou now sayest be silly talk to evade the con-

sequences of the anger against thee ;
" Josephus replied,

" I foretold to the people of Jotapata that they would be

captured on the forty-seventh day, and that I should be

taken alive by the Romans." Now when Vespasian had
inquired of the captives privately about these predictions,

he found theui to be true, and then he began to believe

those that concerned himself. But he did not set Josephus
at liberty from his bonds or from custody, but gave him
suits of clothes and other precious gifts ; he treated him
also in a very kind manner, and continued to do so, Titus

co-operating very much in the honour paid to him.

CHAP. IX.

How Joppa was taken, and hovj Tiberias surrendered.

§1-

NOW Vespasian returned to Ptolemais ^ on the fourth

day of the month Panemus, and from thence he went
to Csesarea," which lay on the coast, and was a very great

city of Judaea, and mostly inhabited by Greeks. Here the

citizens received both the Boman army and its general with
all sorts of acclamations and rejoicing, partly from the
good-will they bore to the Romans, but principally from
the hatred they bore to those that were conquered by them.
So they came en masse clamouring against Josephus, and
begged that he might be punished. But Vespasian passed
over this petition concerning him, as offered by an incon-

siderate multitude, with mere silence. He also placed two
of the legions at Csesarea for their winter quarters, per-

ceiving that the city was fit for such a purpose ; but he
placed the tenth and the fifth at Scythopolis,^ that he might

' 'Akka, St. Jean d'Acre. ' Csesarea Palsestina, Kaisarlyeh.
' Bethshean, Beismi.
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not distress Caesarea with tlie entire army. Csesarea was
warm even in winter, and suffocating hot in the summer-
time, as it lay in a plain and was near the sea.

§ 2. Meantime there was gathered together a great

number, as well of such as had through sedition revolted

from the Romans as those that had escaped out of the

cities that had been overthrown, and they repaired Joppa'
(which had been laid desolate by Cestius) that it might
serve them as a point d'appui ; and because the adjoining

region had been laid waste in the war, and was not capable

of supporting them, they determined to shift their opera-

tions to the sea. So they built themselves a great many
piratical ships, and turned pirates on the seas near Syria

and Phoenicia and Egypt, and made those seas unnavi-

gable to all men. Now as soon as Vespasian knew of their

organisation, he sent both foot and horse to Joppa, who
entered into it by night as it was unguarded. And those

that were in it perceived that they would be attacked, and

were afraid, and did not endeavour to keep the Eomans out,

but fled to their ships, and lay at sea all night out of the

reach of darts.

§ 3. Now Joppa is without a haven naturally, for it

ends in a rough shore, straight all the rest of it, but the

two ends converge towards each other, where there are

deep precipices, and great rocks that jut out into the sea,

and where the chains wherewith Andromeda was bound

are still shown, attesting the antiquity of that fable, and

the north wind blows and beats upon the shore, and dashes

mighty waves against the rocks which receive them, and

renders the haven more dangerous than the open sea.

Now as these people from Joppa were tossing about in the

oflGing, in the morning a violent wind blew upon them (it is

called by those that sail there Black Boreas), and dashed

some of their ships against one another there, and some

against the rocks ; and many that were violently striving

against the advancing tide to get into the open sea (for

they were afraid of the rocky shore and the enemy upon it)

were submerged by the waves that rose mountains high.

Nor was there any place where they could flee to, nor any

Jaffa.
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safety if they stayed where they were, as they were thrust

off the sea by the violence of the wind, and out of the city

by the violence of the Eomans. And there was loud

lamentation when the ships dashed against one another,

and a terrible noise when they were broken to pieces ; and
some of the multitude in them were swallowed up by the

waves, and so perished, and a great many were entangled

in the wrecks. And some of them thought that to die by
their own swords was an easier death than by the sea, and
so they killed themselves, however, most were carried away
by the waves, and dashed to pieces against the rocks, so

that the sea was bloody a long way, and the shore was full

of dead bodies, and the Eomans watched for those that

were carried ashore safe and slew them. And the number
of bodies that came ashore was four thousand two hundred.

The Romans also took the city without opposition, and rased

it to the ground.

§ 4. Thus was Joppa taken twice by the Romans in a

short time. And Vespasian, to prevent pirates from flock-

ing together there any more, placed a camp in the citadel,

and left a troop of horse in it and a few foot, that these last

might stay there and guard the camp, and that the horse

might plunder the surrounding country, and might destroy

the neighbouring villages and small towns. So they

scoured the country, as they were ordered to do, and every

day ravaged and desolated the whole region.

§ 5. Now when the fate of Jotapata' was reported at

Jerusalem, most at first disbelieved it, not only because of

the vastness of the calamity, but also because they had no
eye-witness to attest the truth of what was reported, for

not a single person escaped to carry the news, but rumour,
naturally apt to spread bad tidings, had of itself spread

abroad news that the city was taken. However, the truth

oozed out by degrees from the places near Jotapata, and
the tidings appeared to all to be too true ; but fictitious

additions were made to what had really happened, for it was
reported that Josephus was slain at the taking of the city.

This news filled Jerusalem with the greatest sorrow ; and
in every house, and among all to whom any of the slain

' Jef&t.
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were related, there was lamentation for them, but the
mourning for the commander was a public one ; and some
mourned for people who had been their guests, others

for their kindred, others for their friends, others for their

brothers, but all mourned for Josephus ; insomuch that

the lamentation did not cease in the city before the
thirtieth day, and a great many hired flute-players ' to lead

ofE their coronachs.

§ 6. But as the truth came out in time, and the real

state of affairs at Jotapata, it was found that the death of

Josephus was a fiction ; and when the people of Jerusalem
understood that he was alive and that the commanders
treated him differently than they generally treated captives,

they showed as much anger at his being alive as they had
shown good- will before when they thought he was dead.

He was abused by some as having been a coward, and by
others as having been a traitor ; and the city was full of

indignation and reproaches against him : their rage was also

aggravated by their afflictions, and more inflamed by their

ill success ; and what usually produce caution in wise men,

I mean reverses, became a spur to them to venture on
further calamities, and the end of one misery became ever

the beginning of another. They therefore were more
eager to fight the Romans, intending to take their revenge

on Josephus also as well as them. Such was the confusion

that now reigned at Jerusalem.

§ 7. Now Vespasian, in order to see the kingdom of

Agrippa (which that king himself invited him to do, partly

to treat the general and his army in the best and most

splendid manner his private means would enable him to do,

and partly by their help to coiTect such things as were amiss

in his kingdom), removed from Caesarea'' by the sea-side to

that which is called Caesarea Philippi.^ And there he

' These public mourners, hired upon the supposed dealh of Josephus,

and the real death of many more, illustrate some passages in the Bible,

which suppose the same custom, as Matt. xi. 17, where the reader may
consult the notes nlGrotius.

—

W.
^ Kaisariyeh.
' Of this CiEsarea Philippi (twice mentioned in our New Testament,

Matt. xvi. 13 ; Mark vii. 27), there arc coins still extant, as Spanheim

here informs us.—W. Now Bdnids.
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rested his army for twenty days, and himself feasted, and
returned public thanks to God for the success he had had
in his undertakings. But as soon as he was informed that

Tiberias was on the eve of insurrection, and that Tarichese

'

had revolted (both which cities were part of the kingdom of

Agrippa), being resolved to subdue the Jews every where, he
thought it opportune to make an expedition against these

cities, and for the sake of Agrippa, in return for his hospi-

tality, to bring those cities to reason. So he sent his son

Titus to [the otherJ Csesarea, that he might bring the army
that lay there to Scythopolis,^ which is the largest city of

Decapolis, and in the neighbourhood of Tiberias, where he
also himself went, and waited for his son. He then marched
forward with three legions, and pitched his camp thirty

furlongs from Tiberias, at a certain station easily seen by the

insurgents, called Sennabris.^ He also sent Valerian, a
decurion, with fifty horse, to speak peaceably to those that

were in the city, and to exhort them to give him assurances
of their fidelity ; for he had heard that the people were
desirous of peace, but were factiously overpowered by
some who tried to force them to fight. When Valerian

had ridden up to the place, and was near the wall, he
alighted ofE his horse, and made those that were with him
do the same, that they might not be thought to come to

skirmish with them. But before he could speak to them,
the most warUke of the insurgents made a sally upon
them with their arms ; their leader was one whose name
was Jesus, the son of Shaphat, the captain of a band
of robbers. Now Valerian, not thinking it safe to fight

contrary to the commands of the general, even if he were
siire of victory, and knowing that it was a hazardous
undertaking for a few to fight against many, and for those
that were unprovided to fight against those that were ready,

and being also alarmed at this unexpected audacity of the
Jews, fled away on foot, as did five of the rest in like

manner, and left their horses behind them ; which horses

' Kerak. Jewish War, i. 8, § 9.

^ Beisan. Scythopolis was the only city of the Decapolis situated

west of the Jordan.
^ Sinn en-Xabrah, near the south-west end of the Sea of Galilee, and

not far from Ktrak.
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Jesus and his men led off to the city, and rejoiced as if
they had taken them in battle and not by surprise.

§ 8. Now the elders of the people, and such as seemed
of principal authority among them, fearing what would be
the issue of the matter, fled to the camp of the Eomans :

and taking their king mth them, fell down before Vespa-
sian as suppliants, and besought him not to despise
them, nor to impute the madness of a few to the whole
city, but to spare a people that had ever been friendly to
the Komans, and to bring the authors of this revolt to
punishment, who had hitherto so watched them, that
though they had long been anxious to give the Eomans the
security of their right hands, they had not yet found an
opportunity to do so. To these supplications the general
hearkened (though he was very angry with the whole city
because of the carrying off the six horses), for he saw that
Agrippa was greatly concerned about this. And when
Vespasian and Agrippa had accepted of their right hands
by way of security, Jesus and his party thought it not safe
for them to continue any longer at Tiberias, so they fled to
TaricheiE. The next day Vespasian sent Trajan on with
some horse to the mountain-ridge, to make trial of the
multitude, whether they were aU disposed for peace. And
as soon as he knew that the people were of the same mind
as the suppliants, he took his army, and went to the
city ; upon which the citizens opened to him their gates,

and met him with acclamations of joy, and called him
their saviour and benefactor. But as the army was a great
while getting in at the gates because they were so narrow,
Vespasian commanded the south wall to be broken down,
and so made a broader entrance. However, he charged his

men to abstain from rapine and injustice, in order to gratify

the king, and on his account also spared the walls, as the
king undertook that the citizens would continue [faithful to

the Eomans] for the time to come. And thus did he restore

this city to a quiet state, after it had been grievously
afflicted by faction.
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CHAP. X.

How Tarichece was taken. A Description of the River Jor-

dan, and of the Country round the Lake of Gennesar.

§1-

AND now Vespasian pitched his camp between Tiberias

and Taricheae, and fortified his camp very strongly,

suspecting that the war there would be long ; for all the

insurgents flocked into Tarichese, relying on the strength

of that city, and on the lake that lay near it, which is

called Gennesar ' by the people of the country. The city

itseK is situated, like Tiberias, at the foot of a mountain,

and on all sides not washed by the sea had been strongly

fortified by Josephus, though not so strongly as Tiberias.

For the walls of Tiberias had been made strong at the

beginning of the Jews' revolt with much expenditure of

money and strength, but Tarichese had enjoyed only the

remains of that liberality. But they had many ships ready

upon the lake, in order that, if they were beaten on land,

they might retire to them, and they were also equipped for

a sea-fight if necessary. But as the Romans were fortifying

their camp, Jesus and his party were neither dismayed at

the numbers nor discipline of the enemy, but made a sally

upon them, and at the very first onset dispersed those that

were fortifying the camp, and pulled what little work they
had done to pieces ; but as soon as they saw the armed
men mustering together, before they had suffered any thing

themselves, they retired to their own men. But the

Eomans pursued them, and drove them to their ships,

where they launched out just as far as might give them the
opportunity of reaching the Eomans with their missiles,

and then cast anchor, and drew up their ships close as in

line of battle, and so fought a sort of sea-fight with the

enemy who were on land. And Vespasian, hearing that

great numbers of them were concentrated in the plain that

was before the city, sent his son with six hundred picked

horse against them.

' The Sea of Galilee. Jewish War, iii. 10, §§ 7, 8.
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§ 2. But when Titus perceived that the enemy was very

numerous, he sent to his father, and informed him that he
should want a larger force. But as he saw that most of

his cavalry were eager to fight, and that before any rein-

forcement could come to them, though some were secretly

dismayed at the number of the Jews, he stood in a place

whence he might be heard, and spoke to his men as follows.
" Men and Romans ! for it is weU for me to remind you
in the beginning of my speech what nation you are, that

so you may not be ignorant who you are, and against

whom we are going to fight. For as to us Romans, no
part of the world has been able to escape ftur hands
hitherto ; while the Jews, that I may speak of them too,

do not yet grow weary of being beaten. And it would
be monstrous for us to grow weary in success, when they

bear up under reverses. As to the eagerness which you
openly show, I see it and rejoice at it ; but I am afraid lest

the numbers of the enemy should bring secret panic to any
individual among you. Let such an one consider again who
he is, and against whom he is to fight. Tor these Jews,

though they be very bold and despise death, are but a dis-

orderly body and unskilful in war, and may rather be

called "a mob than an army. And I need say nothing of

our skill and good order; for the only reason why we
Romans are exercised for war in time of peace, is that we
may not thmk of numbers when we come to fight with our

enemies. For what advantage should we reap by our con-

tinual military training, if we must still be equal in num-
bers to such as have not been used to war ? Consider,

further, that you are to contend against men unarmed,

while you are well armed, against foot, while you are horse,

and against those that have no general, while you have one

;

and as these advantages make you in efEect many times as

numerous as you really are, so do their disadvantages

mightily diminish their number. Now it is not the num-
ber of men, though they be soldiers, that manages wars

with success, but it is their bravery that does it, though

there be but a few. And indeed a few are easily set in

battle array, and can easily assist one another, while annies

too numerous are more hurt by themselves than by the

enemy. It is boldness and rashness, emotions caused by
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despair, that lead the Jews, emotions powerful indeed in

the flush of victory, but quite extinguished at the least ill

success ; but we are led by courage and discipline and forti-

tude, which shows itself indeed in our good fortune, and
does not desert us for ever even in oui- bad fortune. More-

over, you will fight for greater stakes than the Jews ; for

although they run the hazard of war for liberty and country,

vet what can be a greater motive to us than glory, and
"that it may never be said, after we have got dominion of

the world, that the Jews are able to confront us ? We
ought also to reflect that there is no fear of our suffering

any irreparable disaster in the present case, for many are

ready to assist us, and at hand also, but it is in our power

to win this victory by ourselves, and I think we ought to

anticipate those troops my father is sending to our assis-

tance, that our success may be unshared and so greater.

And I cannot but think that now my father and I and you
are all put on our trial, whether he is worthy of his former

glorious performances, whether I am his son, and whether
vou are really my soldiers. For it is usual for him to con-

quer, and for myself, I could not bear the thought of re-

turning to him if I were defeated. And for you, how will

vou not be ashamed, if you are beaten, when your com-
mander goes before you into danger? For know well that

I shall go into danger first, and first attack the enemy. Do
not you therefore desert me, but be persuaded that God will

assist and encourage my charge. Know this also before we
begin, that we shall have better success in a hand to hand
fight than we should have if we were to fight at a distance."

§ 3. As Titus was saying this, a divine fury fell upon his

men, and when Trajan came up with four hundred horse,

before the fight began, they chafed because the fame of the

victory would be diminished by being shared with others.

Vespasian had also sent Antonius Silo with two thousand
archers, and had charged them to occupy the mountain
opposite the city, and repel those that were upon the wall.

And they did as they were commanded, and prevented

those that attempted to assist them in that quarter. And
now Titus rode first against the enemy, and the others

with a shout after him, and they deployed so as to make
as large a front in the plain as the enemy, so that they
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appeared much more numerous than they really were.
Now although the Jews were dismayed at their attack and
good order, they resisted their charge for a little while

;

but being pricked with their long poles, and upset by the
charge of the horse, they got trampled under foot. And
as many of them were slain on every side, they dispersed
and fled to the city as fast as each of them was able. And
Titus hotly pursued and slew some from behind, and some
he cut his way through as they were en masse, and some he
charged face to face, and ran them through, and many he
charged as they fell one upon another, and stabbed them.
And he intercepted the retreat of all to the walls, and
turned them back into the plain, till at last they forced a
passage by their numbers, and got away, and fled into the
city.

§ 4. And now a terrible disturbance awaited them inside

the city. For the inhabitants themselves, who had posses-
sions there, and to whom the city belonged, were indis-

posed to fight from the very beginning, and much more
so now they had been beaten ; but the foreigners, who
were very numerous, tried to force them to fight so much
the more, insomuch that there was a clamour and a tumult
among them, all being angry with one another, and all but
fighting. And when Titus heard this tumult, for he was
not far from the wall, he cried out, " Fellow soldiers, now
is our time ; why do we make any delay, when God is

giving up the Jews to us ? Take the victory which is given
you : do not you hear what a noise they make ? Those
that have escaped our hands are at variance with one
another. We have the city, if we make haste. But besides

haste we want energy and courage. For no great thing is

wont to be accomplished without danger. And we must
not only prevent the enemy uniting again, which necessity

will soon compel them to do, but we must also anticipate

the coming of our own men to our assistance, that (few as

we are) we may conquer so great a multitude, and may our-

selves alone take the city."

§ 5. Directly Titus had said this, he leaped upon his

horse, and led the way to the lake, through which he rode,

and entered the city first, and the others followed him.
Thereupon those that were upon the walls were seized with
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panic at his boldness, nor durst any one venture to fight or

hinder him, but Jesus and those that -were with him left

the garrison and fled through the country, whUe others

ran down to the lake, and met the enemy face to face ; and
some were slain as they were trying to get on board their

ships, and others as they attempted to swim to those ships

that had already put out to the middle of the lake. There
was also a great slaughter made in the city, as those

foreigners that had not fled already fought against the

Eomans, but the inhabitants were killed without fighting

(for in hope of Titus' giving them his right hand for their

security, and being conscious that they had not given their

counsel for war, they avoided fighting), till Titus had slain

the authors of this revolt, and then put a stop to any further

slaughter, feeling pity for the inhabitants of the place. As
for those that had fled to the lake, upon seeing the city

taken, they sailed as far as they possibly could from the
enemy.

§ 6. Thereupon Titus sent one of his horsemen to his

father, to announce to him the good news of what he had
done : at which, as was natural, he was very joyful, both
on account of the courage and glorious success of his son
(for he thought now the greatest part of the war was over)

.

He then went to Tarichese himself, and set men to surround
and guard that city, and commanded them to take care that
nobody got privately out of it, and to kill such as attempted
to do so. And on the next day he went down to the lake,

and commanded rafts to be constructed to pursue those
that had fled in their ships. These rafts were quickly
constructed accordingly, because there wa.s plenty of

material, and a great number of carpenters also.

§ 7. Now this lake of Grennesar' is so called from the
country adjoining it. Its breadth is forty furlongs, and its

length a hundred and forty, and its water is sweet and
very agreeable for drinking, for it is finer than the thick

water of marshes, the lake also is pure, and on every side

ends directly at the shores and sands ; it is also of a tem-
perate nature when you draw it up, and of a softer nature
than river or fountain water, and cooler invariably than

' The Sea of Galilee.
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one would expect from the extent of the lake. Indeed,
when this water is kept in the open air, it is as cold as

snow, so the country people keep it in the open air by night
in summer. There are also several kinds of fish in it, dif-

ferent both in taste and appearance to those elsewhere. It

is divided into two parts by the river Jordan. Now
Panium ^ is thought to be the source of the Jordan, but in

reality it is carried to it underground in some secret manner
from the place called Phiala :

^ which is, as you go up to

Trachonitis,^ a hundred and twenty furlongs from Csesarea,*

and not far from the road on the right hand. Indeed the

lake gets its name of Phiala ' very justlyfrom its roundness,

being round like a wheel ; and its water continues always
up to its edge, without either sinking or running over.

And though this source of the Jordan was not formerly

known, it was discovered when Philip was tetrarch of Tra-

chonitis. For he had chaff thrown into Phiala, and it was
found carried down the water to Panium, where the

ancients thought the source of the river was. As for

Panium itself, its natural beauty has been improved by the

royal liberality of Agrippa, and set off by his wealth. Now
the Jordan's visible stream rises at this cavern, and divides

the marshes and swamps of the lake of Semechonitis ;
° and

when it has run another hundred and twenty furlongs, it

first passes by the city of Julias,' and then passes through

the middle of the lake of Gennesar," after which it runs a

long way over a desert, and then has its exit into the lake

Asphaltitis.'

§ 8. The country also that is near the lake has the same
name of Gennesar," and is wonderful for its nature as well

' Bdnids. Jewish "War, i. 21, § 3. The allusion here is to the

cavern in the hill-side out of which one of the sources of Jordan issues.

^ Birket cr-Rdm. The circular lake on the road from Bdnids to

Damascus. There is no truth in the belief that a subterranean con-

nection exists between the lake and the spring.

' Jewish War, i. 20, § 4.

* Caesarea Philippi, Bdnids. ' Vial or bowl.
* The ' waters of Merom,' Baheirei el-Huleh. Antiq. v. 5, § 1

;

Jewish War, iv. 1, § 1.

' Bethsaida-Julias. Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1.

« The Sea of Galilee. ' The Dead Sea.

•° ' The land of Gennesaret,' now the plain eUGhuweir, at north-west

end of the lake.
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as its beauty. For its soil is so fruitful that all sorts of

trees can grow upon it, and the inhabitants accordingly

plant all sorts of trees there ; for the temper of the air is

so well mixed that it agrees very well with different sorts.

Thus walnuts, which of all trees require the coldest air,

flourish there in vast plenty; there are palm-trees also,

which grow best in hot air ; fig-trees also and olives grow

near them, though they require a more temperate air. One
might call this country the ambitious display of nature (as

it forces those plants that are naturally enemies to one

another to agree together) , and the happy contention of the

seasons (as if every one of them laid claim to this country)
;

for it not only nourishes different sorts of fruit beyond men's

expectation, but preserves them a great while. For it sup-

plies the principal fruits, as grapes and figs, continually

during ten months of the year, and the rest of the fruits as

they become ripe through the whole year. For besides the

good temperature of the air, it is also watered from a most
fertile fountain, which the people of the country call

Capharnaum.' Some have thought this to be a vein of the

Nile, because it produces a fish '^ similar to that produced by
the lake near Alexandria. And the length of this country

extends along the banks of the lake that bears the same
name for thirty furlongs, and it is in breadth twenty fur-

longs. Such is the nature of the district.

§ 9. And when the rafts were constructed, Vespasian

put upon them as many of his troops as he thought suffi-

cient to deal with those that were upon the lake, and put

out after them. Now those who had been driven on to the

lake, could neither flee to the land, where all was in the

enemies' hand, nor could they fight upon equal terms on
the water. For their vessels were small and fitted only

for piracy, and were too weak to fight with Vespasian's

rafts, and the men on board them were so few, that they

were afraid to come to close quarters with the Romans,
who attacked them en masse. However, as they sailed

round the rafts, and sometimes came near them, they

' The great spring at et-Tabghah, which was carried by an aqueduct

to Gennesaret.
^ Called coraciims. Like our perch.
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threw stones at the Eomans when they were a good way
ofE, or came closer and smote them; but they received
most hurt themselves in both cases. As for the stones
they threw at the Eomans, they only made a continuous
rattle (for they threw them against men in complete
armour), while the Eoman darts pierced them, and when
they ventured to come near the Eomans, they suffered
themselves before they could do any harm to them, and
were submerged, they and their ships together. And
as for those that endeavoured to break through, the
Eomans reached at them and ran many of them through
with their long pikes, and others they slew leaping into

their vessels with their swords in their bauds, and some
who were entangled by the collision of the rafts they cap-

tured as also their vessels. And for such as were sub-
merged, if they lifted their heads up above the water, they
were either killed by darts, or captured by the rafts, and
if, in the desperate case they were in, they attempted to

swim to the enemies, the Eomans cut off either their heads
or their hands. And indeed they were slain in various

manners everywhere, till those that remained being routed
were forced to get on land, as their vessels were surrounded.
And as many were prevented getting ashore, they were
killed by the darts upon the lake, and the Eomans slew

many who leaped out of their vessels on to the land. And
one might then see the lake all bloody, and full of dead
bodies, for none escaped. And a terrible stench and
dreadful sight was there on the following days all over that

country ; for the shores were full of wrecks and of dead
bodies all swollen ; and as the dead bodies were burnt by
the sun and putrefied, they corrupted the air, so that this

tragic sight was not only a pitiable object to the Jews, but
was even hateful to those who had been the authors of

it. This was the upshot of the sea-fight. The number of

the slain, including those that were kiUed in the city

before, was six thousand five hundred.

§ 10. After the fight was over, Vespasian sat upon his

tribunal at Tarichese,' to distinguish the foreigners from the

inhabitants (for the foreigners appeared to have begun the

1 Kerak.
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war), and he consulted with his generals whether he ought
to save the inhabitants or not. And when they all said

that the letting them go would be detrimental to the
Eoman interests (for if they were set at liberty, they
would not be quiet, since they would be people destitute

of homes, and might be able to compel such as they fled

to to fight against them), Vespasian came to the conclusion

that they did not deserve to be saved alive, and that, if

they escaped, it would be to the detriment of those who
let them go, and considered with himself how they should
be slain. For if he had them slain there, he suspected
the people of the country would become his bitter enemies

;

for they would never put up with so many that had been
suppliants to him being killed ; and he could not himself

bear the idea of offering violence to them, after they had
surrendered on promise of their lives. However, his

friends carried the day, for they said that nothing
done against the Jews could be impious, and that

he ought to prefer what was expedient to what was
honourable, when both could not co-exist. So he gave the
Jews a doubtful security, for he permitted them to go out
along no other road than that which led to Tiberias. And
as they readily believed what they wished to be true, and
went along securely and openly with their effects on the
road which was allowed them, the Romans occupied all the
road that led to Tiberias, that none of them might escape,

and shut them up in the city. Then came Vespasian, and
ordered them aU to stand in the stadium ; and com-
manded to kill the old men together with the others that
were useless for war, who were twelve hundred in number.
Out of the young men he chose six thousand of the
strongest, and sent them to Nero to dig through the Isthmus
of Corinth,' and sold the remainder for slaves, namely

. thirty thousand and four hundred, besides such as he made
a present of to Agrippa ; for as to those that belonged to

his kingdom, he gave him leave to do what he pleased
with them : and the king sold these also. As for the rest

of the multitude, who were Trachonites,^ and Graulanites,'

' See Suetonius, Nero, § 19. ^ The people of Trachonitis.
^ The people of Gaulanitis, Jauldn. Jewish War, i. 4, § 4.
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and from Hippos,' and some from Q-adara," most were fac-
tious persons and fugitives, whose bad characters in peace
commended war to them. All these were taken prisoners
on the eighth day of the month Gorpiaeus.

BOOK IV.

CONTAINING THE INTEEVAL OP ABOUT ONE TEAE. FROM:
THE SIEGE OP GAMALA TO THE COMING OF TITUS TO
BESIEGE JEETJSALEM.

CHAP. I.

The Siege and Capture of Gamala.

NOW all those Galilaeans who had revolted from the
Romans after the capture of Jotapata, joined them

again upon the capture of Tarichese, and the Romans got
possession of all the fortresses and cities, except Gischala

'

and the fortresses on Mount Tabor.^ Gramala ' also, a city

opposite Taricheae, lying above the lake, joined with these.

This city formed part of Agrippa's kingdom, as did also

Sogane " and Seleucia.^ Now both Sogane and Gramala be-
longed to Gaulanitis * (for Sogane was a part of what was
called Upper Gaulana, as was Gamala of Lower Gaulana),
and Seleucia was situated near the lake of the Semichonitse,"

which lake is thirty furlongs in breadth, and sixty in length

;

' Susiyeh. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.
" Umm Keis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.

' el-Jish. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 6.

* At the north-east end of the plain of Esdraelon.
' Kul'at elSusn. Jewish War, i. 4, § 8.

' Sukhiiln. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 6.

' Jewish War, i. 4, § 8. ' Jauldn.
° Baheiret el-Huleh.

IV. r
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and its marslies extend to the place called Daphne/ which
in other respects is a delicious place, and has fountains

which supply water to what is called the Little Jordan,'^

under the temple of the golden caK/ and send it on to the

Great Jordan.* Now Agrippa had united Sogane and
Seleucia to himself by treaty at the very beginning of the

revolt from the Eomans, but G-amala did not come over to

him, as it relied upon the difficulty of getting at it even

more than Jotapata.' Tor it was situated upon the rugged
ridge of a high mountain, with a kind of hump in the

middle ; for where it begins to ascend, it lengthens itself,

and declines as much before as behind, so that it is like a

camel in shape, from which indeed it gets its name," though
the people of the country do not pronounce it accurately.

Both on its side and front it breaks ofE in inaccessible

ravines ; but behind it is somewhat easier of ascent, where
it joins the mountain, but this too the people belonging to

the place have by an oblique trench made difficult of ascent.

On its acclivity, which is almost perpendicular, houses are

built, terribly thick and close to one another. The city

also hangs so, that it looks as if it would fall down upon
itself, so sharp is it at the top. It faced south, and its

southern ridge, which reached to an immense height, served

as a citadel to the city ; and above that was a precipice not

waUed in, ending in a very deep ravine. There was also

within the walls a spring of water, where the city came
to an end.

§ 2. Though the city was naturally so hard to take,

Josephus had made it still stronger by building a wall
round it, and by mines and underground passages. The
people that were in it were made more bold by the nature

^ Probably Dan should be read here, now Tell el-Kddy, where one of
the sources of Jordan rises ; there is, however, a mound called Difneh,
north of Lake H&leh, which represents an ancient Daphne.

^ The stream from Tell el-Kddy.
" Here we have the exact situation of one of Jeroboam's golden

calves, at the exit of the Little Jordan into the Great Jordan, near a place

called Daphne, but of old Dan. See Antiq. viii. 8, § 2. But Reland
suspects, that even here we should read Dan instead of Daphne, there

being no wliere else any mention ofa place called Daphne hereabouts.—W.
' The stream from Bdnids. ' Jefdt. Jewish War, ii. 20. § 6.

^ Gamala, as though Camala. Tliat is tlie Paronomasia.
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of the place than the people of Jotapata had been, but they
had much fewer fighting men in it, and had such con-
fidence in the natural strength of the place, that they did
not take in any more. For the city was full of those that
had fled to it for safety, on accoiint of its strength. So it

held out against those whom Agrippa sent to besiege it for
seven months.

§ 3. And now Vespasian removed from Emmaus,' where
.
he had encam.ped before the city of Tiberias (now Emmaus,
if it be interpreted, may be rendered Warm Baths, for in
it is a spring of warm water useful for healing), and went
to G-amala. But its situation was such, that he was not
able to surround it with soldiers to watch it ; but where it

was practicable, he set his men to watch it, and occupied the
mountain which lay above it. And as the legions, according
to their usual custom, fortified their camp on it, he began
to cast up earthworks at the bottom, at the part towards
the east, where the highest tower of the city was, and there
the fifteenth legion pitched their camp ; while the fifth

legion was on duty opposite the middle of the city, and
the tenth legion filled up the ditches and the ravines.

Now at this time, when king Agrippa came near the walls,

and endeavoured to speak to those that were on the

walls about surrender, he was hit with a stone on his right

elbow by one of the slingers. As for the king, he was
immediately surrounded by his own men, but the Romans
were excited to set about the siege from their indignation

on the king's account, and fear on their own account

;

for they concluded that these men would omit no kinds of

barbarity against foreigners and enemies, seeing they were
so savage against one of their own nation, who advised

them to nothing but what was for their advantage.

§ 4. So when the earthworks were finished, which was
soon done owing to the multitude of hands and their

being accustomed to such work, the Romans brought up
their machines. But Chares and Joseph, who were the

most influential men in the city, set their armed men in

order, though they were greatly afraid, because they did

not suppose that the city could hold out long, since they

^ Hammath, Havundm Tabarlya. Antiq. xviii. 2, § 3.
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had not a sufficient quantity either of water or other neces-

saries. However, these their leaders encouraged them,

and brought them out upon the walls, and for a while

indeed they drove away those that were bringing up the

machines ; but when those machines hit them with darts

and stones, they retired into the city. Then did the

Romans bring up battering-rams to three separate points,

and battered in the wall, and poured in over the breaches

made, with a mighty sound of trumpets and din of armour,

and shouts of the soldiers, and rushed in upon those that

were in the city. But they resisted the Romans for some
time at their first entrance, and prevented their going any
further, and with great courage repelled them ; and the

Romans were so overpowered by the numbers who routed

them on every side, that they were obliged to flee to the

upper parts of the city ; whereupon the people turned

round and fell upon their enemies who attacked them, and
thrust them down hill, and kept slaying them as they were
crowded together on the narrow and difficult ground. And
as the Romans could neither repel those that were above

them, nor go back through their own men that were forcing

their way forward, they were compelled to take refuge on

the roofs of their enemies' houses, which were close to the

ground. But these, being thus full of soldiers, could not

bear the weight, and soon fell in ; and when one house fell

in it shook down a great many of the houses under it, as

they again did those that were under them. In this way
a very great number of the Romans perished, for they

were in such a hopeless condition, that although they saw
the houses subsiding, they still leaped upon the roofs of

them. So many were buried in the ruins, and many of

those that got from under them were injured in some part

of their bodies, and a still greater number were suffocated

by the dust that choked them. The people of Gamala sup-

posed this to be an assistance afforded them by God, and
without regarding what injury they suffered themselves,

pressed upon the enemy, and thrust them on to the tops of

the houses, and when they stumbled in the steep and narrow
streets, and were perpetually tumbling down, they threw
their missiles at them from above, and kept slaying them.

And the very ruins afforded them stones, and for iron
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weapons the dead bodies of the eaemies afEorded them what
they wanted ; for drawing the swords of those that were
dead, they made use of them to despatch such as were half
dead. Many also fell down from the roofs of the houses,
and died from the fall. Nor indeed was flight easy for those
that were beaten back, for they were so ignorant of the
roads, and the dust was so thick, that they wandered about
without recognising one another, and fell foul of one
another.

§ 5. Now those that were able with great difficulty to

find their way out of the city retired. But Vespasian ever

stayed among those that were hard pressed (for he was
deeply affected at seeing the city falling in ruins about
his army), and, neglecting his own safety, went up
gradually to the highest parts of the city before he was
aware, and was left there in the midst of dangers, having
only a very few with him ; for even his son Titus was not
with him at this time, having been sent into Syria to

Mucianus. However, he thought it neither safe nor
decorous to flee, but calling to mind the actions he had
done from his youth, and recollecting his courage, as if pos-

sessed by a divine fury, he ordered those that were with
him to form the testudo with their shields over their

bodies and armour, and so bore up against the enemy's
attack, who came running down from the top of the city,

and without showing any dread at the numbers of the

men or of their darts, he stood his ground, until the enemy
took notice of the divine courage of his soul, and abated

in their ardour. And when they pressed less keenly upon
him, he retired slowly, not showing the enemy his back

till he had got outside the walls. Now a very great

number of the Eomans feU in this battle, among whom was
Ebutius, the decurion, a man who appeared not only in this

engagement, wherein he fell, but everywhere and on former

occasions, to be of the truest courage, and he was one that

had done very great harm to the Jews. And a certain

centurion, whose name was Gtallus, being surrounded in

the confusion, stole with ten soldiers into the house of a

certain person, where he overheard them talking at supper

about what the people intended to do against the Romans,
or about themselves (for both GraUus and those with him
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were Syrians). And he got up in the night-time, and cut
all their throats, and got back safe, he and the other ten
soldiers, to the Romans.

§ 6. And now Vespasian set himself to comfort his

army, which was much dejected by reflecting on its ill

success, both because they had never before fallen into such
a calamity, and still more because they were greatly ashamed
that they had left their general alone in great dangers. As
to what concerned himself, he avoided saying any thing,

that he might by no means seem to complain of their

conduct. He said that they ought to bear manfully
what was common in war, considering the nature of war,
and that conquest could never be without bloodshed, for
fortune was fickle. And as they had killed so many
myriads of the Jews, they now paid fortune only a small
return. And as it was the part of weak people to be too
much elated by success, so it was the part of cowards to

be too much disheartened in reverses. " Tor the change
from the one to the other is quick, and he is the best
warrior who is of a sober mind under misfortunes, that
he may continue in that temper, and cheerfully repair
mistakes. As to what has now happened, it is neither
owing to our own effeminacy, nor to the valour of the
Jews ; but the difficulty of the ground is the reason both
of their success and our defeat. As to this one might
blame your excess of zeal. For when the enemy had
retired to their heights, you ought to have restrained your-
selves, and not have exposed yourselves to the dangers
that presented themselves at the top of the city ; but upon
having mastered the lower parts of the city by degrees,
you ought to have provoked those that had retired to the
heights to a safe and steady battle; whereas, by being
so keen for victory, you took no care for your own
safety. But this incautiousness in war and mad zeal
is not the habit of the Romans, for we get our success
by skill and good order ; it is rather the conduct of bar-
barians, and what the Jews mainly owe their usual de-
feats to. We ought therefore to return to our own
virtue, and to be rather angry than any longer dejected at
this unworthy reverse. And let every one seek for his
best consolation from his own hand ; for so he will avenge
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those that have been slain, and punish those that have
killed them. For myself, I will endeavour, as I have now
done, to go first before you against your enemies in every
engagement, and to retire last."

§ 7. Vespasian encouraged his army by this speech.
As for the people of Gamala, they took courage for a
little while after such great and unexpected success.
But when they considered with themselves afterwards
that they had now no hopes of any terms of accommo-
dation, and reflected that they could not escape (and
their provisions began already to be short), they were
exceedingly cast down, and their courage failed them

;

however, they did not neglect what might ensure their

safety, as far as they were able, but the most courageous
of them manned those parts of the wall that were broken
down, while the rest manned as much of the wall as still

remained entire. And as the Bomans raised their earth-
works, and attempted again to take the city by assault,

a great many fled out of the city by ravines difficult of

access, where no guards were placed, as also through under-
ground passages. But all those citizens who were afraid

of being taken, and so stayed in the city, perished for

want of food, for what food there was was brought together
from all quarters, and reserved for the fighting men.

§ 8. Such was the unfortunate condition of the people
of G-amala. And Vespasian besides this siege marched
against those that had seized upon Mount Tabor' (a

place that lies midway between the great plain and
Scythopolis ") ; whose top reaches as high as thirty fur-

longs, and is almost inaccessible on its north slope ; its

top is table land of twenty-six furlongs, and it is entirely

surrounded by a wall; which Josephus erected, long as

it is, in forty days, who was furnished with other mate-
rials and with water from below, for the inhabitants only

made use of rain water. As, therefore, a great multitude
of people had gathered together upon this mountain, Ves-

pasian sent Piacidus with six hundred horsemen. Now,
as it was impossible for him to ascend the mountain, he

' The position assigned to Mount Tabor is not quite accurate.

Scythopolis is at the end of the VaDey of Jezreel to the south of Tabor.
^ Beisdn.
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invited many of them to peace, by the offer of his right hand
for their security, and of his intercession for them ; and
they came down, but with treacherous designs. Placidus

also had treacherous designs upon them, though he spoke

mildly to them, intending to capture them when he got them
in the plain ; they also came down as if to comply with

his proposals, but really intended to fall upon him when he

was off his guard. However, Placidus' stratagem carried

the day. For when the Jews began to fight, he pretended

to run away, and when they pursued, he drew them a great

way along the plain, and then made his horsemen turn

round. Thereupon he beat them, and slew most of them,

and cut off the retreat of the rest, and prevented their

return. So they left Mount Tabor, and fled to Jerusalem,

whereupon the people of the country came to terms with

him, for their water failed them, and delivered up both the

mountain and themselves to Placidus.

§ 9. Now the bolder of the people of Gamala fled away
and hid themselves, while the infirm perished by famine

;

but the men of war sustained the siege till the two and
twentieth day of the month Hyperberetseus, when three

soldiers of the fifteenth legion, about the morning watch,

got under a high tower that was near them, and secretly

undermined it, nor did those that guarded it perceive them,
either when they were approachiug it, for it was night,

nor when they had actually got up to it. These soldiers

avoided making a noise, and when they had rolled away
five of the strongest stones, leaped away ; and the tower
fell down suddenly with a very great noise. And its

guards fell headlong with it, whereupon those that kept
guard at other places were so alarmed that they fled, and
the Romans slew many of those that ventured to try and
break through, among whom was Joseph, who was slain

by a dart, as he was trying to escape at that part of the
wall that was broken down. And as those that were in

all parts of the city were greatly confounded at the noise,

theyran hither and thither, and a great panic fell upon them,
as though all the enemy had burst in upon them. Then
it was that Chares, who was in bed and in the doctors'

hands, gave up the ghost, the fear he was in greatly con-

tributing to make his illness fatal. However, the Eomans
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SO well remembered their former ill success, that they did
not enter the city till the three and twentieth day of the

forementioned month.

§ 10. At that time Titus (who was now with the army),
in his indignation at the reverse the Somans had undergone
wliile he was absent, took two hundred chosen horse and
some foot with them, and entered without noise into the
city. Now when the watch perceived that he had passed
by them, they shouted out and betook themselves to their

arms ; and as his entrance was soon known to those that

were in the city, some of them caught hold of their

children and wives, and dragged them after them, and fled

up to the citadel with lamentation and cries, while others

of them encountered Titus, and were killed without any
intermission. And all who were hindered from running
up to the citadel, not knowing what in the world to do, fell

among theEoman guards. And the groans of those thatwere

being killed were endless everywhere, and the blood ran

down all the lower parts of the city from the upper. And
now Vespasian himself came up to Titus' assistance against

those that had fled to the citadel, and brought his whole

army with him. Now this upper part of the city was
everywhere rocky and difficult of ascent, and elevated to

a vast height, and very full of people on all sides, and sur-

rounded by precipices, and there the Jews cut down
those that came up to them, and did much mischief to the

others by their darts, and roUed down large stones upon
them, while they themselves were so high that the enemies'

darts could hardly reach them. However, there arose

such a terrible storm as was directly instrumental to their

destruction, for it carried the Eoman darts against them,

and made those which they threw return back, or drove them
obUquely away from the foe. Nor could the Jews stand

upon the precipices because of the violence of the wind,

as they had no firm footing, nor could they see those that

were ascending up to them. So the Eomans got up and

surrounded them, and slew some as they were defending

themselves, and others as they were holding out their

hands for quarter. For the remembrance of those that had

been slain at their former entrance into the city increased

their rage against them now. And a great number of those
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who were surrounded on every side, and despaired of escap-

ing, threw their children and wives and themselves also

headlong into the ravine below near the citadel, which had
been dug out a vast depth. And it so happened that the

anger of the Romans appeared to be milder than the des-

peration of those that were now taken ; for the Romans
slew but four thousand, whereas the number of those that

threw themselves down was found to be five thousand.

Nor did any one escape except two women, who were the

daughters of Philip's sister, and Philip himself was the

son of a certain eminent man called Jacimus, who had
been general of king Agrippa's army ; and these escaped

because they lay concealed from the rage of the Romans
when the city was taken. For they spared not so much
as infants ; of whom many were flung down by each of

them from the citadel. Thus was Ganiala taken on the

three and twentieth day of the month Hyperberetseus, the

city having first revolted on the four and twentieth day of

the month Gorpiseus.

CHAP. II.

The Svrrender of Gischala ; when John flees from it to

Jerusalem.

.
§!•

.NOW no place in G-alilee remained to be taken but the
small city of Gischala,' whose people were desirous of

peace, for they were mostly husbandmen, and ever applied

themselves to cultivating the fruits of the earth. How-
ever, a great band of robbers had crept in among them to

their detriment, and some of their community were infected

with the same contagion. It was John, the son of a cer-

tain man whose name was Levi, that drew them into this

revolt, and encouraged them in it. He was a cunning
knave, and very versatile in character, sanguine in expect-

ing great things, and very clever in getting what he hoped
for, and it was known to every body that he desired

' el-Jisk. Jewish War. ii. 20, § C.
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war that he might thrust himself into authority. And the

seditious part of the people of Gischala put themselves

under his management, owing to whom probably the

people, who had already sent ambassadors to treat of

surrender, waited for the coming of the Romans in battle

array. Vespasian sent Titus against them with a thousand
horsemen, but withdrew the tenth legion to ScythopoUs,

and himself returned to Csesarea' with the two other

legions, that he might allow them to refresh themselves

after their long and hard campaign, thinking also that the

plenty which was in those cities would recruit their bodies

and spirits for the struggles that still lay before them..

For he saw there would be no little trouble about Jeru-

salem, as it was the royal city, and the principal city of

the whole nation, and as those that had fled all flocked

into it. It was also naturally strong, and the walls that

were built round it made him not a little anxious abont it.

Moreover, he thought the men that were in it so courageous

and bold, that even without the walls it would be hard to

subdue them. So he exercised his soldiers beforehand for

the work, as they train athletes for their contests.

§ 2. Now when Titus rode up to G-ischala, he saw it would

be easy for him to take the city by assault ; but he knew also

that, if he took it by storm, the people would be butchered

bv the soldiers without mercy (and he was already glutted

with blood), and he pitied the majority who would then

perish indiscriminately with the guilty, so he desired rather

that the city might be surrendered up to him on terms.

Accordingly, as he saw the walls full of men,whowere mostly
those that had been led astray, he said to them, that he

wondered what it was they relied on, when they alone

stayed to fight the Eomans, after every other city had

been taken by them, when they had seen cities much better

fortified than theirs overthrown by a single assault, while

all that had trusted themselves to the good faith of the

Romans, which he now offered them, without regarding

their former insolence, enjoyed their possessions in safety.

For their hope of liberty might be pardoned, but their

continuing to fight for what was impossible was inexcusable.

' Caesarea Falaestina, Kaisariyeh.
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He added that, if they would not comply with his humane
offer and promise of security, they should have experience

of a war that would spare nobody, and should soon be

made sensible that their walls would be but amusement
for the Eoman battering-rams, in relying on which walls

they demonstrated themselves to be the only Galilaeans

that were arrogant captives.

§ 3. To these words of Titus the people could not only

make no reply, but could not so much as get upon the

wall, for it was all occupied by the robbers, who also

guarded the gates, that nobody should go out for submis-

sion, nor admit any of Titus' horsemen into the city. But

John answered that for himself he was content to accept

Titus' offer, and that he would either persuade or force

those that refused them. However, he said, Titus ought

to pay so much regard to the Jewish law, as to grant

them that one day (for it was the sabbath), on which it

was unlawful not only to fight, but to treat of peace

also. For even the Romans were not ignorant how the

period of the seventh day was among them a cessation

from all labour ; and he who should compel them to trans-

gress the law about that day, would be equally guilty as

those who were compelled to transgress it. He added that

this delay could be of no disadvantage to Titus (for what
could any body think of doing in the night, unless fleeing

away ? which he could prevent by placing his camp round
them), and that they should think it a great point gained,

if they were not obliged to transgress the laws of their

country ; and that it would be becoming in him, who in-

tended to grant them peace beyond their expectation, to

regard the laws of those he saved alive. He thus put a

trick upon Titus, not so much out of regard to the seventh

day, as to his own preservation, for he was afraid that

he would be left in the lurch directly the city was taken,

and that his only hopes of life lay in his flight that night.

Now this was the work of God, who so preserved this John
for the destruction of Jerusalem, so that not only was Titus

prevailed upon by this pretext for delay, but also pitched his

camp further off the city at Cydyssa. ' This Cydyssa was a

' Kedesh Naphtali, Kades. Jewish War, ii. 18, § I.
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strong inland village of the Tyrians, which always hated
and was at war with the Gralilaeans, and had also a great
number of inhabitants, and was well fortified, which made
it a convenient place for its enmity to our nation.

§ 4. Now during the night, when John saw that there was
no guard of the Romans about the city, he seized the
opportunity, and, taking with him not only the armed men
that were with him, but also a considerable number of
those that had little to do together with their families, he
fled to Jerusalem. And indeed, though the man was
making haste to get away, and was tormented with fears

of being a captive or losing his life, yet could he take out
of the city with him a multitude of women and children

as far as twenty furlongs ; but there he left them, as he
proceeded further on his journey, when sad were the
lamentations of those that were left behind ; for the
further every one of them had come from his own people,

the nearer they thought themselves to be to their enemies.
They also frightened themselves with the idea that those

who would carry them into captivity were close at hand,
and kept turning back at the mere noise they them-
selves made in their hasty flight, as if those from whom
they fled were close upon them. Many of them also

missed their ways, and the struggling of those on the road
who tried to get before the rest crushed many to death.

Indeed, miserable was the destruction of women and child-

ren, and some of them ventured to call their husbands and
kinsmen back, beseeching them with the bitterest lamen-

tations to wait for them. But John's exhortation prevailed,

who cried out to them to save themselves and flee to a place

where, if the Romans should seize upon those whom they

left behind, they could take their revenge on them for it.

So this multitude that ran away was scattered abroad, ac-

cording as each had strength or speed of foot.

§ 5. The next day Titus came to the walls to complete

the arrangements for the surrender of the city ; where-

upon the people opened their gates to him, and came out to

him with their children and wives, and hailed him as their

benefactor, who had delivered the city from its garrison.

They also informed him of John's flight, and besought

him to spare them, and to enter the city and bring any
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insurgents that remained to punishment. But Titus, dis-

regarding the supplications of the people, sent part of his

horse to pursue John, but they could not overtake him, for

he was got to Jerusalem by now, but they slew six thousand
of those who had gone out with him, and surrounded and
brought back with them almost three thousand of the

women and children. However, Titus was greatly vexed
that he could not bring this John, who had deluded
him, to immediate punishment ; though he had captives

enough, as well as slain enough, to satisfy his anger,

though he missed of John. And he entered the city amidst
acclamations of joy ; and when he had given orders to the

soldiers to pull down a small part of the wall to show a
military occupation, he repressed those that disturbed the

city rather by threats than by punishment, for he thought
that many would accuse innocent persons from private

hatred and variance, if he should attempt to distin-

guish those that were worthy of punishment from the
rest ; and that it was better to leave a guilty person in

suspense with his fears, than to destroy with him one
that did not deserve it. For probably such a one would
learn prudence from fear of punishment, and feel shame
at his former offences when he was forgiven ; whereas the
punishment of such as had once been put to death could
never be undone. However, he placed a garrison in the
city for its security, by which means he could restrain those
that were likely to revolt, and could leave those that were
peaceably disposed in greater security. Thus was all

Galilee reduced, but not till after it had cost the Romans
much pains first.
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CHAP. m.

Concerning John of Gischala. Also concerning the Zealots,

and the Sigh Priest Ananus ; as also how the Jews raised

Factions in Jerusalem.

§1.

NOW upon John's entry into Jerusalem the whole body
of the people poured forth, and ten thousand of them

crowded about every one of the fugitives, and inquired of

them what misfortunes had happened abroad, as theirbreath
was so short, and hot, and quick, that of itself it declared

the great distress they were in. But the fugitives talked

big under their misfortunes, and pretended that they had
not fled from the Komans, but only come there to fight

them with less hazard ; for it would be an unreasonable

and fruitless thing for them to expose themselves to des-

perate hazards about Grischala ' and such weak cities, when
they ought to husband up their weapons and vigour, and
reserve them for the metropolis. But when they related

to them the taking of Gischala, and their " decent de-

parture," as they expressed it, from that place, most people

understood it to be no better than a flight. And when the

people were told of those that were made captives, they

were in great alarm, and inferred these things to be

plain indications that they would be taken also. As for

John, he blushed very little for those he had left behind

him, but went about among the people individually, and
egged them on to war by the hopes he gave them, for he

affirmed that the affairs of the Romans were in a weak
condition, and extolled his own power. He also bantered

the ignorance of the inexperienced, as if the Romans, even

if they could take to themselves wings, could never fly

over the walls of Jerusalem, who found such great diffi-

culty in taking the villages of Galilee, and wore out their

engines of war against their walls.

§ 2. By these harangues of John most of the young men

' el-Jish.



304 THE WORKS OF FLAVItTS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK! IV.

were led astray and excited to the war, but as to the more
prudent and older men, there was not one of them who did
not foresee what was coming, and make lamentation as if

the city was already undone. In such confusion were the

people at Jerusalem, but the population all over the country
was at variance before the sedition at Jerusalem began.

For Titus went from Gischala to Csesarea,' and Vespasian
went from Csesarea to Jamnia ^ and Azotus,^ and took them
both, and when he had put garrisons into them he returned
with a great number of the people who had come over

to him upon his offering them his right hand. There was
also disorder and civil war raised in every city, and all

those that had a respite from the Romans turned their

hands against one another. There was also a bitter con-

test between those that were enamoured of war and those
that desired peace. At first this quarrelsome temper at-

tacked persons in families who could not agree among them-
selves, and afterwards those people that were dearest to one
another broke away from one another, and every one asso-

ciated with those who held his own opinions, and already
began to range themselves on different sides throughout
the community. And faction was everywhere, and those
that were for innovation and desirous of war were by their

youth and boldness too powerful for the aged and prudent.
And first all the people of the country betook themselves
individually to plunder, after which they got together in
companies to rob the people of their district, so that in
barbarity and lawlessness those of the same nation in no
way differed from the Romans ; nay, it seemed to be a
much lighter thing to be destroyed by the Romans than to
be undone by one another.

§ 3. And the Roman garrisons in the cities, partly from
their disinclination to trouble themselves, partly from
the hatred they bore to the nation, did little or nothing
towards relieving the miserable, till the captains of these
companies of robbers everywhere, being satiated with
rapine all over the country, got together from all parts, and
became a compact band of wickedness, and stole into

' Kaisariyeh. ^ Yebnak.
' Ashdod, Esdud. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.
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Jerusalem, whicli was now a city without a governor, and
which, as the ancient custom was, received without dis-

tinction all that belonged to the nation, and now still

more, because all men supposed that those who flocked
into the city came out of kindness and for their assistance.

And yet these very men, besides the sedition they raised,

were the direct cause of the city's destruction eventually

;

for as they were an unprofitable and idle population, they
consumed those provisions beforehand which might other-
wise have been sufficient for the fighting men, and besides
the war brought sedition and famine on the Jews.

§ 4. There were other robbers besides that came out
of the country and entered the city, and joining to them
those in the city who were worse than themselves, com-
mitted every kind of barbarity ; for they did not confine
their audacity to rapine and plundering only, but pro-
ceeded as far as murdering men, and that not in the
night-time or privately, or ordinary persons, but openly in
the day-time, and began with the most eminent persons.

For the first man they meddled with was Antipas, one of
the royal race, and the most influential man in the whole
city, insomuch that the public treasures were committed
to his care ; him they arrested and put in prison : and
next they did the same to Levias, a person of great note,

and to Sophas the son of Eaguel, both of whom were of

royal race also ; and besides these, they did the same to

the principal men of the country. This caused a terrible

consternation among the people, and every one contented

himself with seeing to his own safety, as if the city had
been taken in war.

§ 5. But they were not satisfied with the confinement

into which they had put these men, nor did they think it

safe for them to keep them thus in custody long, since

they were influential men, and had numerous relations

who were able to avenge them. Nay, they thought the

people also would perhaps be so moved at these unlawful
proceedings, as to rise in a body against them. They
therefore resolved to put these prisoners to death, so they

despatched to the prison one John, who was the ripest for

murder of them all ; he was called the son of Dorcas in the

language of our country. Ten men accompanied him into

IV. X
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tbe prison with their swords drawn, and they cut the throats

of those that were in custody there. The chief pretext they

feigned for so flagrant a crime was that these men had dis-

cussed the surrender of Jerusalem with the Romans, and so

they said they had slain only such as were traitors to their

common liberty, and by degrees came to boast of this bold

act of theirs, as though they had been the benefactors and

saviours of the city.

§ 6. Now the people were come to that degree of mean-

ness and fear, and these robbers to that degree of insolence,

that these last took upon them to appoint high priests.

And when they had set aside the succession of those families

out of which the high priests used to be made, they ap-

pointed certain unknown and lowborn persons to that

office, that they might have their assistance in their wicked

undertakings. For those who obtained this highest of all

honours without any desert were forced to obey thosethat

bestowed it on them. They also set the principal men at

variance with one another by various contrivances and tales,

and gained the opportunity of doing what they pleased owing
to the mutual quarrels of those who might have obstructed

their measures, till, satiated with the unjust actions they

had done to men, they transferred their insolence to G-od

himseK, and went into the sanctuary with polluted feet.

§ 7. And now when the multitude were already going to

rise up against them (for Ananus, the oldest of the high

priests, instigated them to it, a very wise man, who would
perhaps have saved the city, if he could have escaped the

hands of those who plotted against him), these men made
the temple of God their stronghold against the troubles

they feared from the people, and the sanctuary became their

refuge and head-quarters of tyranny. They also mixed
jesting among the miseries they introduced, which was more
painful than what they actually did. For to test the sub-

mission of the populace, and to see how far their own power
extended, they attempted to dispose of the high priesthood

by lots, whereas, as I have said already, it was to descend

by family succession. The pretext they made for this plan

was ancient usage, for they said that the high priesthood

was of old determined by lot ; but it was actually the abro-

gation of a constant law, and a cunning contrivance to
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seize upon power, by making what appointments they
themselves pleased.

§ 8. Thereupon they sent for one of the pontifical tribes,

which is called Eniachim,' and cast lots which of it should
be the high priest ; and by fortune the lot fell so as to

demonstrate their iniquity in the plainest manner, for it

fell upon one whose name was Phannias, the son of Samuel,
of the village of Aphtha,^ a man not only not sprung from
high priests, but one that did not clearly know what the
high priesthood was, such a rustic was he

;
yet did they

drag this man against his will from the country, and gave
him a part to play foreign to his character, as if on the
stage, and also put upon him the sacred garments, and in-

structed him what he was to do at the right time. This
horrid wickedness was sport and pastime to them, but the

other priests, who at a distance saw their law made a jest

of, could not but shed tears, and sorely lamented the cessa-

tion of their sacred honours.

§ 9. And now the people could no longer bear this act of

audacity, but all were moved with zeal as if to overthrow a
tyranny. Those that seemed the most prominent were

G-orion, the son of Joseph, and Symeon, the son of GramaUel,

who encouraged them (by going up and down when they

were assembled together in crowds, and by going to each

apart), to inflict punishments upon these destroyers of their

libertv, and to purge the temple of these bloody polluters

of it. The best esteemed also of the high priests, as Jesus

the son of Gramala, and Ananus the son of Ananus, at their

assemblies bitterly reproached the people for their apathy,

and excited them against the Zealots, for that was the name
those audacious persons went by, as if they were zealous in

good practices, and were not rather zealous and extravagant

in the worst actions.

§ 10. So when the multitude were gathered together in

assembly, and every one was in indignation at these men

' This tribe or course of the high priests, or priests here called

Eniachim, seems to the learned Mr. Lowth, one well versed in Josephus,

to be that, 1 Chron. xxiv. J 2, "the course of Jakim," where some

copies have " the course of Eliakim '' ; and I think this to be by no

means an improbable conjeclure.—^W.
^ Site unknown.
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occupying the sanctuary, and at their rapine and murders,

but had not yet begun to retaliate upon them (because they

imagined it to be a difficult thing to suppress these Zealots,

as indeed it was), Ananus stood in the midst of them, and

frequently gazing at the temple, with his eyes full of tears,

spoke as foUows. " Certainly it had been good for me to

die before I had seen the house of God full of so many
abominations, or those sacred places that ought not to be

trodden crowded by the feet of these blood-stained wretches.

And yet I, who am clothed with the vestments of the high

priest, and am called by that most venerable of august

names, still live and am fond of life, and cannot endure to

undergo a death which would be the glory of my old age.

If indeed I were the only person concerned, and as it were

in a desert, I would give up my life alone for God's sake.

For to what purpose is it to live among a people insensible

of their calamities, and where there is no notion remaining

of any remedy for their present miseries ? For when you

are spoiled you bear it, when you are beaten yon are

silent, and when people are murdered, nobody dares

even groan openly. bitter tyranny that we are under !

But why do I blame the tyrants? Was it not you, and
yoiu- sufferance of them, that nourished them ? Was it not

you that overlooked those that first banded together, for

they were then but a few, and by your silence made them
grow to be many, and by remaining quiet when they took

up arms, turned them in effect against yourselves, when
you ought to have prevented their first attempts, when
they fell to abusing your relations? But by neglecting

that you encouraged these wretches to plunder, and when
houses were pillaged, nobody said a word. That was why
they carried off the owners of those houses, and when they

were dragged through the midst of the city, nobody came
to their assistance. They then proceeded to outrage by

bonds those whom you betrayed. I do not say how many
they were, and what character they bore, but certainly they

were such as were accused by none, and condemned by
none. And as nobody succoured them when they were put

in bonds, the consequence was that you saw them slain.

We looked on at this also, as if the best of a herd of brute

animals was still being dragged to the sacrifice, nor did any-
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body say one word, or move his right hand. Will you bear,
then, will you bear to see your sanctuary trodden, and will
you yourselves lay steps for these profane wretches to mount
to still higher degrees of insolence ? Are you not disgusted
at their exaltation ? Nay, they would have proceeded to still

greater enormities, if they had been able to overthrow any
thing greater than the sanctuary. They have seized upon
the strongest place in the whole city

; you may call it the
temple, if you please, though it is more like a citadel or
fortress. Now, while you have so great a tyranny planted
like a fort in your midst, and see your enemies over your
heads, to what purpose is it to take counsel, and what do
you support your minds with ? Perhaps you wait for the
Komans, that they may protect our holy places ? Are
matters then brought to that pass in our city, and are we
come to that degree of misery, that our enemies themselves
are expected to pity us ? O most patient of mortals, will

you not rise up, and turn upon those that strike you,
which you may observe even wild beasts themselves do, will

you not retaliate on those that smite you ? Will you not
call to mind the calamities every one of you have suffered,

will you not set before your eyes the afflictions you have
undergone, and will not such things sharpen your souls to

revenge ? Is then that most honourable and most natural of

passions utterly dead in you, I mean the desire of liberty ?

And are we in love with slavery, and in love with those

that lord it over us, as if we had received the principle of

subjection from our ancestors ? Why, they went through
many and great wars for the sake of liberty, nor were they
so overcome by the power of the Egyptians or the Medes,
as to disobey their own laws. But why need I speak of

our forefathers ? And what is the cause of our present war
with the Somans ? I waive now decision on the point

whether it be an advantageous and profitable war or not.

Is it not that we may enjoy our liberty? Then, if we
will not bear the lords of the world as lords over us, shall

we bear tyrants of our own feUow-countiymen ? And yet

submission to foreigners may be borne, because fortune has

already doomed us to it, but submission to wicked people

would argue unmanUness and choice. And since I have

once mentioned the Romans, I will not conceal a thing that
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comes into my mind as I am speaking, and turns my
attention to them ; it is this, that though we should be

taken by them (God forbid the event should be so !), yet

we can undergo nothing that will be harder to bear than

what these men have already brought upon us. How then

can we avoid shedding tears, when we see the votive offerings

of the Romans in our temple, while those of our own nation

spoil us and plunder our glorious metropolis and slaughter

our fellow-countrymen, enormities from which the Romans
themselves would have abstained ; and when we see those

Romans never going beyond the limit assigned to profane

persons, and never violating any of our sacred customs, nay,

feeling a holy awe when they view at a distance our sacred

precincts ; while some that have been bom in this very coun-

try, and brought up in our customs, and called Jews, walk
about in the midst of the holy places, when their hands are

still warm with the slaughter of their fellow-countrymen ?

Who therefore fears war from without, or people much
milder by comparison than our own people ? For truly, if

we suit words fitly to the things they represent, it is pro-

bable one may find the Romans as much the supporters of

our laws as those within our walls the enemies of them.

And now I think that every one of you are absolutely per-

suaded that these plotters against our liberty deserve to be
destroyed, and that no one could devise adequate punish-

ment for what they have done, and that you are all exaspe-

rated, even before my words, by their wicked actions, from
which you have suffered. But perhaps most of you are

frightened at their numbers and audacity, as also at the

advantage they have over us in their position. For as these

things have been brought about by your carelessness, so

will they become still greater by being any longer neglected

;

for their numbers are every day augmented, as every bad
man deserts to those who are like himself, and their auda-
city is increased by their meeting with no opposition up to

now ; and as to their higher position, they will make use of

it for engines also, if we give them time to do so. But be
assured of this, that if we mount up to fight them, they will

be made tamer by their own consciences, and the advantage
they have in their high position will be counter-balanced by
their moral sense. Perhaps also God himself, who has been
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affronted by them, wiU turn what they hurl at us against
themselves, and these impious wretches will be killed by
their own missiles. Let us but only make our appearance
before them, and they will be dejected. However, it is a
noble thing, i£ there should be any danger in the attempt,
to die before these holy gates, and to expend our very Uves,
if not for the sake of our children and wives, yet for Grod's

sake and for his sanctuary. I myself will assist you both
with my counsel and with my hand ; nor shall any device
of mine be wanting for your support, nor shall you see me
sparing of my body either."

§ 11. By these words A nanus encouraged the multitude
to go at the Zealots, although he knew how difficult it

would be to crush them, because of their numbers and
youth and the courage of their souls, but chiefly because
of their consciousness of the ill deeds they had done ; for

they would not be likely to yield in consequence of hoping
for pardon at last for what they had done. However,
Ananus preferred undergoing any suffering whatever to

allowing things to continue in such disorder. And the

multitude cried out to him to lead them on against those

whom he had described in his exhortation to them, and
every one of them was most ready to run any hazard.

§ 12. Now whUe Ananus was choosing out his men, and
drawing up those that were fit for his purpose in battle

array, the Zealots got wind of his intention (for there

were some who went to them and told them all that the

people were doing), and were irritated at it, and rushing out

of the temple, some en masse, some in companies, spared

none whom they met with. Upon this Ananus got the

populace together quickly, who were more numerous in-

deed than the Zealots, but inferior to them in arms and
also in organisation. But ardour supplied all that was
wanting on both sides, the citizens being animated by a

passion stronger than arms, and deriving a degree of courage

from the temple superior to any numbers whatever, and
indeed thinking the city uninhabitable, unless they could

cut off the robbers that were in it; while the Zealots

thought, imless they won the day, there would be no

punishment that would not be inflicted on them. So both

parties were led by their passions in the fight, and at first
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they only cast stones at each other in the city and before

the temple, and threw their javelins from a distance ; but
when either side gave way, the victorious one made use of

their swords ; and great slaughter was made on both sides,

and a great number were wounded. As for any of the people

that were wounded, their relations carried them into their

own houses ; but when any of the Zealots were wounded,
they went up into the temple, and stained its sacred floor

with their blood, so that one might say it was their blood

alone that polluted the sanctuary. Now in these encounters

the robbers sallied out and always got the best of it, till

the populace grew very angry, and ever flocked up in greater

numbers, and reproached those that gave way, and those

behind would not give room to those that were retreating,

but forced them back again, and so turned their whole force

against their adversaries, and when the robbers could no
longer stand against their vehemence, but were forced

gradually to retire into the temple, A nanus and his party
rushed into it with them. This threw the robbers into a
panic, because it deprived them of the first court ; so they
fled into the inner court quickly, and shut the gates. Now
Ananus did not think fit to make any attack against the
holy gates, although the others threw their stones and darts

at them from above, but deemed it unlawful, even should he
be victorious, to introduce the multitude before they were
purified. He therefore chose out of them all by lot sis

thousand armed men, and placed them as guards ia the
porticoes ; so there was a succession of such guards one
after another, and every one was forced to mount guard in

turn. But many of the chief men in the city were dis-

charged from this duty by those that took on them the
government, upon their hiring poorer persons and sending
them to mount guard in their own stead.

§ 13. Now it was John, who as I said ran away from
G-ischala,' who was the cause of all these being destroyed.

He was a man of great craftiness, and bore about in his

soul a strong passion after tyranny, and had long plotted

against the government. Aid at this time he pretended
to be of the people's opinions, and went about with

^ el-Jiah.
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Ananus, who consulted with the great men by day, and in
the night-time went round the watch ; but he divulged
secrets to the Zealots, and every thing that the people in-

tended to do was by his means known to their enemies,
even before it had been well agreed upon. And that
he might not be brought into suspicion, he cunningly
paid extravagant court to Ananus and the chiefs of the
people

;
yet did this overacting of his turn against him,

for he flattered them so immoderately that he was but the
more suspected ; and his constant presence everywhere, even
when he was not invited, made him strongly suspected
of betraying their secrets to the enemy. For they plainly
perceived that the enemy knew of all the resolutions taken
at their consultations, nor was there any one whom they
had so much reason to suspect of revealing them as John.
But it was not easy to get rid of him, so powerful had he
grown by his wickedness, and besides that he was a re-

markable man, was supported by many who were always
consulted upon all considerable public afEairs. It was
therefore thought well to oblige him to give them as-

surance of his good-will upon oath. And John took oath
readily, that he would be on the people's side, and would
not betray any of their counsels or acts to their enemies,

and would assist them in putting down those that attacked
them both by his hand and advice. And Ananus and his

party believed his oath, and now received him to their

consultations vdthout further suspicion ; nay, they actually

sent him as their ambassador to the Zealots with proposals

of accommodation. For they were very desirous to avoid

the pollution of the temple as much as they possibly could,

and that no one of their nation shoidd be slain in it.

§ 14. But now John, as if his oath had been made to

the Zealots, and in good-will to them, and not against

them, went into the temple, and stood in the midst of

them, and said that he had run many hazards on their

account, to let them know of every thing that was planned
against them by Ananus and his party ; and that both he

and they would now be all cast into the most imminent
danger, unless some providential assistance were afforded

them. For Ananus (he added) would make no longer delay,

but had prevailed upon the people to send ambassadors to
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Vespasian, to invite him to come quickly and take the
city ; and that he had appointed a religious service for the
next day against them, that his party might either enter the
temple on the pretext of worship, or force their way in

and fight with them there ; and he did not see how long
they could either endure a siege, or how they could fight

so many enemies. He added further, that it was by the
providence of God, that he was himself sent as ambassador
to them for an accommodation : for Ananus offered them
these proposals, that he might attack them when they were
unarmed ; and they ought, to save their lives, either to

supplicate those that besieged them, or to get some help
from outside. For if they cherished the hope of pardon,
in case they were subdued, they had forgotten what des-

perate acts they had done, or supposed, as soon as the
actors repented, that those that had suffered by them
were sure to be at once reconciled to them : whereas even
the repentance of those that had done injuries was fre-

quently hated, and when those who were wronged got the
power into their hands, they were very severe. He said

also that the friends and kindred of those who had been
killed by them would always be lying in wait for them

;

and that a large body of people were very angry with
them because of their having put down their laws and
law-courts, so that if some commiserated them, they would
be quite outvoted by the majority who were very incensed
with them.

CHAP. IV.

The Idumceans being sent for by the Zealots, come imme-
diately to Jerusalem, and are excluded from the City.

Jesus, one of the High Priests, makes a Speech to them

;

and Simon the Idumcean malces a reply to it.

§1-

BY this crafty speech John made the Zealots afraid

:

and though he durst not directly state what help from
outside he meant, he intimated the Idumseans. And that he
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might also privately irritate tke leaders of the Zealots, he
calumniated Ananus as a savage person, and as having par-

ticularly threatened them. Their leaders were Eleazar (the

son of Simon), who seemed the most reliable man of them
all, both in considering what was fit to be done, and in the

execution of the same, andZacharias (the son of Phalek),
both of whom were of priestly descent. Now when these

two men had heard, not only of the common threats, but
also of those peculiarly levelled against themselves ; and
also how Ananus and his party, in order to secure their

own power, had invited in the Romans (for that also

was part of John's He), they doubted a great while what
they should do, considering the shortness of time by which
they were pressed. For the people were prepared to at-

tack them very soon, and the suddenness of the plot laid

against them almost cut off all their hopes of getting any
help from outside ; for they might suffer everything before

any of their allies could hear of it. However, it was re-

solved to invite in the Idumaeans. So they wrote a short

letter to them to the effect that Ananus had deceived the

people, and intended to betray their metropolis to the

Eromans : that they themselves had revolted for liberty's

sake and were besieged in the temple : that a short time

would settle the question of their safety ; for unless the

Idumaeans came quickly to their assistance, they would

themselves soon be in the power of Ananus and their

enemies, and the city would be in the hands of the

Eomans. They also charged the messengers to narrate

generally the state of the case to the rulers of the Idu-

maeans. Now two active men were proposed for the carry-

ing of this message, men well able to speak, and to per-

suade the Idumaeans as to the state of affairs, and what

was a qualification still more necessary, they were very

swift of foot. For they knew well enough that the Idu-

maeans would immediately comply with their request, as

they were a tumultuous and unsettled nation, always eager

for disturbances and delighting in changes, and upon ever

so little flattery on the part of petitioners ready to take up

arms, and hastening to battle as if to a feast. There was

indeed occasion for quick despatch in the carrying of this

message, in which point the messengers (who both had the
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name of Ananias), -were no way defective, and they soon
arrived before the rulers of the Idumseans.

§ 2. Now these rulers were greatly surprised at the con-

tents of the letter, and at what those that came with it

further told them, so they ran about the nation like mad
men, and made proclamation for war. And their popula-

tion was mustered together sooner than the time appointed
in the proclamation, and all snatched up arms as if to

maintain the liberty of their metropolis ; and twenty
thousand of them, marched in battle array to Jerusalem,
under four commanders, John and Jacob, the sons ' of

Sosas, and besides these Simon the son of Cathlas, and
Phineas the son of Clusoth.

§ 3. Now this departure of the messengers was not
known either to Ananus or to the garrison, but the approach
of the Idumseans was. And as Ananus knew of it before

they came, he ordered the gates to be shut against them, and
that the walls should be guarded. Yet did not he by any
means think of fighting against them, but, before they
came to blows, he wished to try what argument would do.

So Jesus, the eldest of the high priests next to Ananus,
stood upon the tower that was opposite the Idumseans, and
spoke to them as follows. " Many and various troubles

indeed have fallen upon this city, yet in none of them
have I so much as now wondered that fortune should in

so extraordinary a manner play into the hands of wicked
men. For I see that you are come to support the vilest of

men against us, and that with such zeal as you could
hardly exhibit if our metropolis had called you to her
assistance against barbarians. And if I had perceived
that your army was composed of men like those who in-

vited you, I should not have deemed your impetuosity un-
reasonable : for nothing so much cements the minds of

men together as similarity of manners. But as it is, if one
were to examine these men who have invited you one by
one, each one of them would be found to have deserved
ten thousand deaths ; for the very rascality and offscour-

ing of the whole country, who have spent their own sub-

stance in debauchery, and exercised their violence on the

' Reading wauji, Itaque vertit Dindoriius.
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neighbouring villages and cities, have at last stolen into
this holy city ; robbers, who by their prodigious wicked-
ness have profaned this most sacred floor, and who are
now to be seen drinking themselves drunk fearlessly in
the sanctuary, and expending the spoils of those whom
they have slaughtered upon their unsatiable bellies.

Whereas for your numerous host, one can see that they
are as decently adorned in their armour, as it would
become them to be, had their metropolis called them to
her assistance against foreigners. What can a man call

this but the sport of fortune, when he sees a whole nation
coming to protect a sink of wicked wretches ? I have a
good while been in doubt what it could possibly be that
should move you to do this so quickly ; because certainly
you would not put on your armour on behalf of robbers,
and against a people akin to you, without some very great
cause for your so doing. But since we have heard some-
thing about the Romans and treason (for some of your
men have lately made a clamour about these matters, and
have said they are come to set this metropolis free), we
wonder more at these wretches devising such a lie as this

against us than at their other audacity. For they knew
there was no other way to irritate against us men that
are naturally lovers of liberty, and so chiefly disposed to

fight against foreign enemies, but by concocting the story

that we were going to betray that so much loved liberty.

But you ought to consider who they are that spread this

calumny, and against whom, and to gather the truth not
from false speeches, but from palpable facts. For what
reason is there for us to sell ourselves now to the Romans,
since it was in our power either not to have revolted from
them at first, or, when we had once revolted, to have re-

turned to their yoke again, before all the surrounding
country was laid waste ? Whereas it is no easy thing to

be reconciled to the Romans, even if we desire it, now they
have subdued G-aKlee, and are thereby become proud and
insolent ; and to pay court to them now they are so near us,

would bring reproach upon us worse than death. As for my-
self indeed, I shouldhave preferred peacewith them to death

;

but now I have once warred against them, and fought with
them, I prefer glorious death to living in captivity. But
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further, do tbey say that we, the rulers of the people, have

sent privately to the Romans, or has it been done by the

common sufeages of the people ? If it be us, let them
name those friends of ours that have been sent, as our

servants, to negotiate this treason. Has any one been de-

tected going out on this errand, or been taken as he came
back ? Are they in possession of our letters ? How could we
escape the notice of so many of our fellow-citizens, among
whom we live every hour ; when what is done secretly in

the country is, it seems, known by the Zealots, who are

but few in number and besieged, and are not able to come
out of the temple into the city ? But now they know that

they must be punished for their crimes ; but as long as

they were free from fear, none of us were suspected to be
traitors. If, however, they lay this charge against the

people generally, the decision must of course have been
arrived at openly (for everybody is present ' at a general

assembly), so that public news of this matter would have
come to you sooner than any private information. But
how could that be ? Would not ambassadors have been
sent in that case to confirm the agreements ? Let them
tell us then who was voted for that purpose. But this is

only a pretext of men who are loath to die, and are trying

to escape the punishments that are at hand for them. For
indeed if fate had determined that this city was to be
betrayed, only these men that accuse us falsely would have
had the impudence to do it, there being no wickedness
wanting in them but treason only. And now that you Idu-
maeans are actually come here with your arms, it is your
duty to come to the rescue of our metropolis, and to join

with us in cutting off those tyrants who have infringed
the rules of our regular tribunals, trampled upon our laws,

and made their swords the arbiters of right and wrong.
For they have seized men of great eminence lying under
no accusation in the market-place, and further outraged
them by putting them into bonds, and, refusing to hear
what they had to say, or their supplications, put them
to death. Tou may, if you please, come into the city,

though not in the way of war, and see proofs of what I

^ I read dTroffrarei.
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say, as houses stripped bare by their rapacious hands,

and wives and families in black for their slaughtered rela-

tions, as also you may hear groaning and lamentation all

over the city. For there is nobody who has not suffered

from the attack of these profane wretches, who have pro-

ceeded to that degree of desperate recklessness, as not only

to have transferred their robbing impudence from the

country and the remote cities to this city, the very face and
head of the whole nation, but also from this city to the

temple. For that is nowmade their^oin.< d'appui and refuge,

and base of operations against us. And this place, which is

adored by the world, and honoured by strangers from the

ends of the earth who know it by report, is trampled upon
by these wild beasts born among ourselves. They now
triumph in the desperate condition of afEairs, when they

hear that one people is going to fight against another

people, and one city against another city, and that our

nation has got an army together against its own bowels.

Instead of which the best and fit thing to do would be, as

I said, for you to join with us in cutting off these wretches,

and to be revenged on them for putting this cheat upon
you, I mean, for having the impudence to invite you in as

allies, when they ought to have stood in fear of you as

avengers. But if you have some regard to these men's

invitation, you may yet lay aside your arms, and come

into the city in the guise of kinsmen, and take upon you a

middle name between that of allies and enemies, and so

become judges in this case. And yet consider how much
these men will gain by being called into judgment before

you, after such undeniable and flagrant crimes, seeing that

they would not allow such as had no accusations laid

against them to speak a word for themselves. However,

let them get this favour from your coming. But if you

will neither join in our indignation nor judge in the matter,

the third thing is to let us both alone, and neither insult

our calamities, nor remain with these plotters against our

metropolis. For though you should have ever so great a

suspicion that some of us have had dealings with the

Romans, it is in your power to watch the approaches to the

city ; and if any thing that we have been accused of is

brought home to us, you can then come and guard our
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metropolis, and inflict punishment on those that are found
guilty ; for the enemy cannot anticipate you as you are so

near to the city. But if none of these proposals seem
acceptable or moderate, do not wonder that the gates are

shut against you, as long as you are in arms."

§ 4. Thus spoke Jesus, but the multitude of the Idu-
mseans gave no attention to what he said, but were in a
rage, because they did not meet with a ready entrance into

the city. The generals also were indignant at the idea of

laying down their arms, and looked upon it as tantamount
to captivity to throw them down at any man's injunctions.

But Simon, the son of Cathlas, one of their commanders,
quieted with some difficulty the tumult of his men, and
stood where the high priests could hear him, and spoke as

follows. " I can no longer wonder that the patrons of

liberty are besieged in the temple, since there are some who
now shut the gates of a city common to the nation, and at
the same time are prepared to admit the Romans into it,

nay, perhaps are disposed to crown the gates with garlands
at their coming, while they speak to the Idumseans from
their towers, and enjoin them to throw down arms taken up
for the preservation of liberty. And while they will not
intrust the guard of the metropolis to their kinsmen, they
propose to make them judges of the differences between
them ; nay, while they accuse some men of having slain

others without trial, they themselves would condemn a
whole nation to dishonour ; and have now walled ofE from
their own kinsmen that city which used to be open to even
all foreigners that came to worship there. It is a likely

idea that we have hurried here to slaughter and war
against our own countrymen, when we have only made
such haste to keep you who are so unhappy free ! You
have doubtless been wronged in a similar way by those
whom you besiege, and have, I suppose, made a' list of the
like plausible suspicions against them also ! And then,
after besieging all those inside the city who are interested

in public affairs, and having also shut the gates of the
city against a whole nation most nearly related to you, and
aftier giving such insulting orders to others, you complain
that you are yourselves tyrannized over, and attach the
name of tyrants to those who are really tyrannized over
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by you! Who can bear this assumption in words, who
looks to the facts which are totally contrary, unless indeed
the Idumseans are now excluding you from the metropolis,
and not you yourselves excluding them from the national
rites ! One may indeed justly complain that those who are
besieged in the temple, when they dared to punish those
traitors whom (because they were your companions) you
call eminent and unaccused men, did not begin with you,
and so cut off beforehand the most dangerous traitors.

But if they have been more merciful than they should
have been, let us Idumseans watch over this house of
Grod, and fight for our common country, and repel as
enemies both those that attack us from without and those
that betray us from within. Here will we stay before the
walls in arms, till either the Romans grow weary of waiting
for you, or till you change your behaviour and become
friends to liberty."

§ 5. At these words aU the Idumseans made acclamation.
But Jesus went away sorrowful, as he saw that the Idu-
mseans were against all moderate counsels, and that the

city was threatened with two wars. Nor indeed were the
minds of the Idumseans at rest, for they were in a rage at

the injury that had been offered them by their exclusion

from the city; and as they had thought the Zealots strong,

but saw no support likely to come from them, they knew
not what to think, and many repented that they had
come. But the shame that would be theirs if they re-

turned without doing any thing at aU, so prevailed over

their regret, that they stayed there all night before the
wall, though in a very wretched bivouac. For a prodigious

storm broke out in the night, and violent winds with
very heavy showers of rain, and continuous lightning,

and terrible thunderings, and extraordinary noises as of

the earth shaken by an earthquake. These things were a
manifest indication that some destruction was coming
upon men, when the system^ of the world was thus put out

of joint, and any one would guess that these prodigies por-

tended some great calamities.

§ 6. Now the opinion of the Idumseans and of those in

the city was one and the same, for the Idumseans thought
that God was angry at their expedition, and that they

IV. T
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would not escape punishment for taking up arms against

the metropolis, while Ananus and his party thought that

they had gained the day without fighting, and that God was

on their side. But truly they proved ill conjecturers of what

was to come, and prognosticated for their enemies what they

were themselves to undergo. For the Idumaeans formed

in close order with their bodies and kept one another warm,

and connecting their shields over their heads, were not so

much hurt by the rain. But the Zealots were more deeply

concerned for the danger these men were in than they were

for themselves, and mustered together, and looked about

to see whether they could devise any means of assisting

them. The more rash of them thought it best to force

their way through the garrison with their arms, and after

that to rush into the midst of the city, and publicly open

the gates to those who had come to their assistance; for they

supposed the garrison would be in disorder and give way at

such an unexpected attack of theirs, especially as most of

them, were unarmed and unskilled in war, and also because

the multitude of the citizens would not be easily got

together, as they would be confined to their houses by the

storm ; and even if there were any danger, it became them
to suffer anything whatever rather than to allow so great

a multitude to perish miserably on their account. But
the more prudent despaired of force, because they saw not

only that the garrison round them was very numerous, but

also that the walls of the city were carefully watched be-

cause of the Idumaeans, and they also supposed that Ananus
would be everywhere, and visit the garrison every hour

;

which indeed was done on other nights, but was omitted

that night, not because of any remissness on the part of

Ananus, but by the overruling appointment of fate, that so

both he himseLB and the whole of the garrison might perish.

For as the night was far spent, and the storm at its height,

Ananus gave the garrison in the portico leave to go to

sleep, and it came into the heads of the Zealots to take the

saws belonging to the temple, and to cut through the bars

of the gates. The noise of the wind and the continuous

thunder played into their hands, so that the noise of the

saws was not heard.

§ 7. So they secretly went out of the temple to the walls,
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and made use of their saws, and opened the gate which was
next the Idumseans. But at first there came a fear upon
the Idumseans them.selves, as they imagined that Ananus
and his party were about to attack them, so that every one
of them had his right hand upon his sword to defend him-
self; but they soon recognized who had come to them,
and entered the city. And had the Idumseans then fallen
upon the city, nothing could have hindered them from de-
stroying every man of the people, such was the rage they
were in ; but, as it was, they first of all made haste to get
the Zealots out of custody, which those that brought them
in earnestly desired them to do, and not to leave those
for whose sakes they were come in the midst of their dis-

tresses, nor to bring them into still greater danger; for
when they had once captured the garrison, it would be
easy for them to enter the city ; but if the city were first

roused, they would not then be able to master the gar-

rison, because as soon as they should perceive who they
were there, they would put themselves in battle-array and
would bar their approach.

CHAP. V.

The Cruelty of the Idumceans, when they got into the Temple
during the Storm, and of the Zealots. Concerning the

Slaughter of Ananus, and Jesus, and Zacharias. Also how
the Idumoeans returned home.

§1-

THIS advice pleased the Idumaeans, and they ascended

through the city to the temple, and the Zealots were

impatient and anxious for their coming. Directly there-

fore they entered, they also came boldly out of the inner

temple, and mixed themselves with the Idumaeans, and
attacked the garrison. And they MUed some of those that

were on guard but had fallen asleep, but as those that

were now awakened made a cry, the whole multitude arose,

and in spite of their alarm caught hold of their arms and
betook themselves to their defence. And as long as they
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thought it was only the Zealots who attacked them, they
felt confidence, hoping to overpower them by their num-
bers ; but when they saw others pouring in upon them
from without, they perceived that the Idumaeans were got
in ; and most of them laid aside their arms and courage
together, and betook themselves to lamentations. But some
few of the youths covered themselves with their armour,
and valiantly received the Idumseans, and for some time
protected the more inert multitude. Others revealed to

to those that were in the city the dreadful situation they
were in by their cries : but when they got to know that

the Idumseans had entered the city, none of them durst

come to their assistance, only they loudly wailed and
shrieked back, and great howliag of the women took place

also, and every one of the garrison was in danger. The
Zealots also joined in the shouts raised by the Idumaeans

;

and the storm itself rendered the shouts of everybody
more terrible. Nor did the Idumseans spare anybody, for

as they are naturally a most barbarous and bloody nation,

and had been distressed by the tempest, they used their

weapons against those that had shut the gates against

them, and treated in the same manner those that suppli-

cated for their lives as those that fought them ; and ran
through many with their swords, who reminded them of

the relation there was between them, and begged them to

have regard to their common temple. Now there was no
opportunity for flight, nor any hope of preservation, but
as they were thrust against one another so were they slain,

and as most were driven along (as there was now no place

to retire to, and the murderers hotly pursued them) in

their distress they threw themselves down headlong into

the city, undergoing, in my opinion, a more miserable de-
struction than that which they avoided, because it was a
voluntary one. And now all the outer temple overflowed
with blood, and that day saw eight thousand five hundred
dead bodies.

§ 2. But the rage of the Idumseans was not satiated by
these slaughters, but they now betook themselves to the
city, and plundered every house, and slew every one they
met. As for the rest of the multitude, they esteemed it

idle to go on killing them, but they sought for the high



CHA.P. v.] THE JEWISH -WAE. 325

priests, and most rushed against them, and as soon as

they took them they slew them, and then, standing over
their dead bodies, jeered at Ananus for his goodwill to

the people, and at Jesus for his speech made to them from
the wall. Nay, they proceeded to that degree of impiety,
as to cast away their dead todies without burial, although
the Jews usually take so much care of the burial of people,

that they take down and bury those that are condemned
and crucified before the going down of the sun. I should
not be wrong if I said that the death of Ananus was the
beginning of the destruction of Jerusalem, and that from
the day whereon they saw their high priest, and champion
of their safety, slain in the midst of their city, may be
dated the overthrow of their walls, and the fall of the Jews.
He was in various respects a very worthy and just man,
and besides the grandeur of the nobility and dignity and
honour which he had, he was a lover of equality even in

regard to the meanest of the people ; and he was a pro-

digious lover of liberty, and an admirer of democracy, and
ever preferred the public weKare to his own advantage,

and peace above all things (for he knew that the Romans
were invincible), and he foresaw that, unless the Jews
made up matters with them cleverly, a war would of

necessity foUow, and that they would be destroyed. And
to say all in a word, if Ananus had survived, the Jews
would certainly have come to terms with the Romans.
For he was an able man in speaking and persuading the

people, and if he had already got the mastery of those

that opposed his designs, or were for the war, the Jews
would have put abundance of delays in the way of the

Romans under such a general as he was. Jesus was also

joined with him, and although he was inferior to him upon
comparison, he was superior to all the rest. And I cannot

but think that it was because G-od had doomed the city to

destruction as a polluted city, and wished to purge his

sanctuary by fire, that he cut off these its great defenders

and well-wishers, so that those that had a little before worn
the sacred garments, and had presided over the public

worship, and had been esteemed worthy of respect by those

who from the whole world visited our city, were cast out

naked, and seen to be the food of dogs and wild beasts.
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And I cannot but think that virtue itself groaned at these

men's cases, and lamented that she was so terribly con-

quered by wickedness. For such was the end of Ananus
and Jesus.

§ 3. Now, after these were slain, the Zealots and the

multitude of the Idumaeans fell upon the people as upon a
flock of profane animals, and cut their throats. As for

the common people, they were slain wherever they were
captured, but they arrested and bound the noblemen and
the youths, and shut them up in prison, and put off their

slaughter, in hopes that some of them would come over

to their party. But not one of them would comply, for

all preferred death to being enrolled among wicked
wretches against their own country. But this refusal of

theirs brought upon them terrible torments, for they were
so scourged and tortured, that their bodies could no longer
bear their torture, when at last with difficulty they got the
favour to be slain. Those whom they captured in the
daytime were slain in the night, and their bodies were
carried out and thrown away, that there might be room
for other prisoners. And the terror of the people was so

great, that no one had courage enough either to weep
openly for any dead man that was related to him, or to

bury him ; but those that were shut up in their own
houses could only shed tears in secret, and dared not even
groan without great caution, lest any of their enemies
should hear them ; for if they did, those that mourned
for others soon underwent the same death as those whom
they mourned for. Only by night they would take a little

dust in their hands, and throw it upon their bodies, and
here and there a very bold person would do so even in the
day. And no less than twelve thousand noble youths
perished in this manner.

§ 4. And now they were quite weary of simple butchery,

so they set up fictitious tribunals and courts for that
purpose ; and as they intended to have Zacharias, the son
of Baruch, one of the most eminent of the citizens, slain

(for what provoked them against him was that hatred of

wickedness and love of liberty which were so remarkable
in him : he was also a rich man, so that by taking him off,

they not only hoped to seize his effects, but also to get rid
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of a man able to put them do-wn), so they called together

by public proclamation seventy of the principal men of the

populace, nominally as judges, but they had no real

authority, and accused Zacharias of a design to betray

them to the Romans, and of having traitorously sent to

Vespasian for that purpose. Now there appeared no proof

or evidence of what he was accused of, but they affirmed

that they were themselves quite satisfied of his guilt, and
desired such affirmation to be taken as evidence sufficient.

Now when Zacharias saw clearly that there was no hope

left him of escape (for he had been treacherously sum-
moned to prison, rather than a court of justice), he took

great liberty of speech from his despair of life, and stood up
and jeered at their specious accusation, and in a few words

confuted the crimes laid to his charge ; after which he

turned his speech to his accusers, and enumerated all their

transgressions of the law, and made great lamentation

over the confusion they had brought public affairs to. But
the Zealots made an uproar, and had much ado to abstain

from drawing their swords, although theywished to preserve

the appearance and farce of a trial to the end, and were also

desirous to test the judges, whether they would consult the

interests of justice at their own peril. Now the seventy

judges brought in their verdict that the accused was not

guilty, choosing rather to die themselves with him, than

to have his death laid at their doors ; whereupon there

arose a great clamour of the Zealots at his acquittal, and

they were all indignant at the judges, for not understand-

ing that the authority that was given them was but a

farce ; and two of the boldest of them fell upon Zacharias

in the middle of the temple, and slew him, and as he fell

mocked at him and said, " Thou hast also our verdict, and

a more sure acquittal
;

" and immediately threw him
down from the temple into the ravine beneath it. More-

over, they insolently struck the judges with the backs of

their swords, and thrust them out of the temple precincts,

and spared their lives with no other design than that,

when they were dispersed among the people in the city,

they might let aU know they were no better than slaves.

§ 5. But by this time theldumaeans repented that theyhad

come, and were displeased at what was taking place. And
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when they were assembled together by one of the Zealots,

who came privately to them, he declared to them what a
number of lawless acts they had done in conjunction with
those that had invited them, and enumerated what had
been done in the metropolis. He said that they had taken
up arms on the idea that the high priests were betraying
the metropolis to the Eomans, but had found no evidence

of any such treason, but they had supported those that

pretended to believe such a thing, while they ventured to

do their works of war and tyranny. It would indeed have
been their business to have hindered them at first, but
seeing they had once been partners with them in shedding
the blood of their own countrymen, it was high time to

put a stop to such crimes, and not continue to afford any
more assistance to such as as were subverting the laws of

their forefathers. For if any took it ill that the gates had
been shut against them, and that they had not been per-

mitted to come into the city, yet those who had excluded
them had been punished, and Ananus was dead, and almost
all those people had been slain in one night. He added
that many of themselves might now be seen repenting of

what they had done, and they might also see the horrid bar-

barity of those that had invited them, who had no regard
to those who had saved them, but were so impudent as to

perpetrate the vilest things under the eyes of their allies,

and their wicked actions would be laid to the charge of

the Idumeeans, as long as nobody obstructed them, or

separated himself from their actions. They ought there-

to retire home (since the imputation of treason appeared
to be a calumny, and there was no expectation of the coming
of the Eomans at present, and the city was secured by such
walls as could not be easily thrown down), and, by avoid-
ing any further fellowship with these bad men, make some
excuse for themselves as to their previous participation

with them under a delusion.
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CHAP. VI.

How the Zealots, when they got rid of the Idumceans, slew a
great many more of the Citizens. Also how Vespasian
dissuaded the Somans, when they were very earnest to

march against the Jews, from proceeding in the War at

§1-
'

I
"HE Idumaeans listened to these arguments, and first

-•- set those that were in the prisons at liberty (who
were about two thousand of the populace,- who there-

upon fled immediately and betook themselves to Simon,
of whom I shall speak presently), and then retired from
Jerusalem, and went home. Now this departure of theirs

was a great surprise to both parties ; for the people, not
knowing of their repentance, took courage for a while, as

being eased of their enemies, while the Zealots grew more
insolent, not as being deserted by allies, but as being rid

of men who might put them out of countenance, and repress

their wickedness. So they made no longer any delay, nor
took any deliberation in their crimes, but made use of the

shortest methods in all their plans, and what they had once
resolved upon, they put in practice almost sooner than they
imagined it. But they thirsted chiefly for the blood of

valiant men and men of good families, the latter of whom
they destroyed out of envy, the former out of fear ; for they
thought their whole security lay in leaving no influential

person alive. And so among many others they slew Gorion,

a person eminent for merit and family, and inclined to

democracy, and full of a liberal spirit, if ever any of the

Jews was. The principal thing that ruined him, added to

his eminence in other respects, was his boldness of speech.

Nor did Niger of Persea escape their hands, a man who had
displayed great valour in the wars with the Romans, but

was now drawn through the middle of the city, frequently

crying out and showing the scars of his wounds. And
when he was drawn out of the gates, and despaired of his

life, he besought them to grant him burial; but they

threatened him first that they would not grant him any
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spot of earth for a grave, which he so greatly desired, and
then slew him. Now while they were slaying him, Niger
prayed that the Romans might be his avengers, and that the

Jews might undergo both famine and pestilence in the war,

and besides all that that they might come to mutual
slaughter of one another ; all which imprecations God rati-

fied against these impious men, and what came most justly

upon them was that not long afterwards they experienced

their madness in their factions against one another. But
when Niger was killed, their fears of being put down were
diminished. And indeed there was no section of the people

but they found out some pretext to destroy them. Some
were slain because they had had some longstanding diffe-

rences with some of them, and as to those that had not

opposed them in time of peace, they watched their oppor-

tunity to accuse them ; and if any one did not come near
them at all, he was suspected by them as a proud man,
if any one came with boldness, he was esteemed a des-

piser of them, and if any one paid court to them, he
was supposed to be a plotter against them. And the

only punishment of crimes, whether they were of the

greatest or smallest sort, was death ; nor could any one
escape, unless he was very inconsiderable from the mean-
ness of his birth or fortune.

§ 2. And now all the rest of the commanders of the

Eomans thought this dissension of their enemies a wind-
fall, and were very eager to march against the city, and were
urgent with Vespasian as he was armed with full authority,

and said that the providence of God was on their side, by
setting their enemies at variance with one another ; but that
changes in such cases were sudden, and the Jews might
quickly be united again, either because they were tired or

repented of their civil strife. But Vespasian replied, that

they were greatly mistaken as to what was necessary, desir-

ing as on a theatre to make a show of their hands and
weapons, but doing so at their own hazard, without con-

sidering what was for their advantage and security. For
if they attacked the city immediately, they would but imite

their enemies together, and turn their strength now at its

acme against themselves ; but if they stayed a while, they
would have fewer enemies, because they would be con-
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sumed in this civil strife. For God made a better general

of the Romans than he was, who was giving the Jews up
to them without any trouble, and granting their army a
victory without any danger. He said that it was therefore

their best course, while their enemies were destroying each

other with their own hands, and experiencing the greatest

misfortune, which was civil strife, to sit still as spectators

of dangers rather than to fight with men that loved murder
and were mad against one another. "And if (he proceeded)

any one imagines that the glory of victory will be more
insipid when it is got without fighting, let him know that

success quietly obtained is more profitable than the uncer-

tainty of a battle. For we ought to esteem those who have
done great things by self-control and prudence no less

glorious than those who have gained great reputation by
their actions in war. For such will have a stronger army
to lead, when their enemies are weakened, and their own
army is refreshed by rest from continual labours ; moreover

this is not a proper time to propose to ourselves the glory of

victory. For the Jews are not now employed in forging

armour or building walls, or in getting together allies, in

which case delay would be prejudicial to those who gave

them time for such, but they are harassed to death every

day by their civil strife and dissensions, and suffer greater

miseries than, if they were once taken, could be inflicted on
them by us. Whether therefore any one has regard to

what is for our safety, he ought to siiffer these Jews to be

consumed by one another, or whether he has regard to the

glory of success, he ought by no means to attack men who
are suffering from domestic troubles. For it would be said

speciously that our conquest was not owing to our bravery,

but to their dissensions."

§ 3. And now the other commanders assented to what
Vespasian said, and it was soon evident how wise an opinion

he had given. For many of the Jews deserted every day,

and fled from the Zealots, although flight was diflBcult,

since they guarded every outlet from the city, and slew

every one that was captured at them, taking it for granted

he was going over to the Romans. However, he who gave

them money was allowed to go, and only he that gave them
none was a traitor ; so the upshot was that the rich pur-



332 THE WORKS or FLATITIS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK IT.

chased their flight so, and none but the poor were slain.

Along all the roads also vast numbers of dead bodies lay in

heaps, and many of those that had been anxious to flee

changed their minds and preferred rather to perish within

the city ; for the hope of burial made death in their own city

appear of the two the less terrible to them. But these Zealots

came at last to that degree of barbarity, that they did not

bestow burial either on those slain in the city or on the roads,

but as if they had made an agreement to cancel both the

laws of their country and the laws of nature, at the same
time that they ill-treated men they outraged the Deity also,

and allowed dead bodies to rot in the sun. And the

same punishment was allotted to such as buried any of

their relations as to those that deserted, which was no

other than death ; so that he that granted the favour of a

grave to another forthwith stood in need of a grave himself.

And to say all in a word, no good emotion was so entirely

lost among them during those unhappy times as mercy ; for

what ought to have excited pity irritated these wretches, and
they transferred their rage from the living to those that

had been slain, and from the dead to the living. Nay, the

terror was so very great, that he who survived called those

that had died before them happy, as being at rest already, and
those that were under torture in the prisons declared that,

upon comparison with themselves, those that lay unburied

were happy. These men, therefore, trampled upon every

ordinance of men, and laughed at the laws of G-od: and
they mocked at the oracles of the prophets as the tricks of

impostors. And yet these prophets foretold many things

as to virtue and vice, which when these Zealots violated,

they occasioned the fulfilling of prophecies against their

own country. For there was a certain very ancient pro-

phecy of inspired men, that the city would be taken and
the sanctuary burnt by right of war, when dissensions

shoidd break out and their own hands should pollute the

temple of God. Now though these Zealots did not dis-

believe these predictions, they made themselves the in-

struments of their accomplishment.
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CHAP. vn.

How John tyrannised over the rest ; and what Mischief the
Zealots did at Masada. Also how Vespasian got possession

of Gadara : and the actions that were performed hy
Placidus.

§1-
T>Y this time John began to tyrannize, and thought it
-*-' beneath him to accept merely the same honours that
others had ; and joining to himself by degrees some of the
wickedest men of all, he detached them from, their o'wn
faction. And as he ever disagreed with the opinions of
others, and gave injunctions of his own in a rather im-
perious manner, it was evident he was setting up monarchi-
cal claims. Now some submitted to him out of fear, and
others out of good-will (for he was clever at enticing men
to him by delusion and deception), and many thought they
would be safer themselves, if the crimes that they perpe-
trated should be referred to one person and not many.
His activity also was so great, and that both in action and
counsel, that he had not a few body-guards. But a large

part of his antagonists left him ; among whom envy had
a good deal of influence, as people thought it monstrous to

be in subjection to one who was formerly their equal. But
the main reason that moved men against him was the dread
of monarchy, for they could not hope easily to put an end
to his power, if he once obtained it, and they knew he would
always have this objection against them, that they had op-
posed his having power. So each one chose rather to suffer

anything whatever in war than, when they had been in

voluntary slavery for some time, afterwards to perish like

slaves. So the faction was divided into two parts, and John
reigned in opposition to his adversaries over one of them.
And these two factions watched one another, nor did they
at all, or at least very little, meddle with arms in their

quarrels ; but they fought earnestly against the people, and
vied with one another which should get most spoil. And
since the city was exposed to three of the greatest misfor-

tunes, war, and tyranny, and faction, it appeared to the
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people upon comparison that war was the lightest of the

three. Accordingly, they fled from their own people to

foreigners, and sought that preservation from the Eomans,
which they despaired of obtaining among their own people.

§ 2. And now a fourth misfortune arose to bring our

nation to destruction. There was a very strong fortress

not far from Jerusalem, which had been built by our

ancient kings, both as a repository for their effects in the

hazards of war, and for their personal safety. It was

Called Masada.i Those who were called Sicarii had occu-

pied it, and for a time scoured the country all round it,

but only to procure themselves necessaries, for the fear

they were in prevented further ravages ; but when they

heard that the Roman army was quiet, and that the Jews
were divided by faction and private tyranny, they boldy

undertook greater matters ; and at the feast of Unleavened
Bread (which the Jews celebrate in memory of their

deliverance from the Egyptian bondage, when they were

sent back into the country of their forefathers) they made
a descent by night, without being discovered by those who
might have stopped them, and ravaged a certain small

town called Engaddi, where they were too quick for those

inhabitants that might have repelled them, for they dis-

persed them before they could arm themselves and fight

them, and drove them out of the town, while of such as

could not run away, as women and children, they slew more
than seven hundred, and then stripped their houses of every

thing, and seized upon all the ripe fruit, and took all their

spoil home to Masada. And indeed these men laid all the

villages waste that were round the fortress, and ravaged

the whole country, and slew daily on all sides of them no
few people. At this time all the other regions of Judaea

were disturbed by the robbers who had hitherto been quiet.

Now as in the body, if some principal part be inflamed, all

the members suffer with it, so owing to the faction and dis-

order that was in the metropolis, the wicked men that were

in the country had security to ravage, and when every one

of them had plundered their own villages, they then retired

into the desert : and now banding together and joining the

' Sebbeh. Jewish War, i. 12, § 1.



CHAP. VII.J THH JEWISH WAK. 335

confederacy by companies, too small for an army, and too

many for a gang of thieves, they fell upon the holy places

'

and cities. But it happened that they were sometimes
very ill handled by those whom they attacked in war,

thinking them isolated, but sometimes they anticipated

retaliation, as robbers directly they have done their plun-

dering run away. Nor was there now any part of Judsea
that was not in a m.iserable condition, as well as its m.ost

eminent city.

§ 3. These things were told Vespasian by deserters. Tor
although the factious watched all the outlets of the city,

and slew whoever approached for whatever purpose, yet

there were some who evaded them and fled to the Romans,
and urged the Eoman general to come to their city's assis-

tance, and save the remainder of the people ; for they said

that it was because of the people's good-will to the Romans
that many of them had been already slain, and that the sur-

vivors were in danger of the same treatment. And Ves-

pasian, who already pitied the calamities these men were
in, moved his camp to all appearance as if he was going to

besiege Jerusalem, but in reality to deliver them from the

siege they were already enduring. However, he was ob-

liged first to overthrowwhat remained elsewhere,and to leave

nothing in his rear to interrapt him in that siege. Accor-

dingly, he marched against G-adara,^ the strong metropolis

of Persea, and entered that city on the fourth day of the

month Dystrus. For its influential persons had sent an
embassage to him, without the knowledge of the factious,

to treat about a surrender, which they did out of the desire

they had for peace, and to save their property, for many of

the citizens of Gadara were rich men. The opposite party

knew nothing of this embassage, but discovered it as Vespa-

sian drew near the city. And they despaired of being able

to keep possession of the city, as they were inferior in

number to their enemies who were within the city, and as

' By these hiera or " holy places," as distinct from cities, must be

meant " proseuchae," or " houses of prayer," out of cities ; of which

we find mention made in the New Testament and elsewhere. See

Luke vi. 12 : Acts xvi. 13, 16 : Antiq. xiv. 10, § 23 ; Life, § 54. " In

qua te qusero proseucha ? " Juvenal Sat. iii. 296. They were situated

sometimes by the side of rivers, or by the sea side.—W.
2 Uvim Keis. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.
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they saw the Romans very near the city ; so they resolved
to flee, but thought it dishonourable to do so without shed-

ding some blood, and revenging themselves on those who
had invited in Vespasian. So they"seized upon Dolesus (a

person not only the first in rank and family in the city,

but also the one who was thought responsible for the em-
bassage to Vespasian), and slew him, and treated his dead
body in a barbarous manner, so very violent was their

anger at him, and then fled from the city. And as the
Roman army was now just upon them, the people of Ga-
dara admitted Vespasian with joyful acclamations, and re-

ceived from him the security of his right hand, and also a
garrison of horse and foot to guard them against the in-

cursions of the fugitives : for as to their wall, they had
pulled it down before the Romans desired them to do so,

that they might thereby give them assurance that they
were lovers of peace, and had no mind to war against

them.

§ 4. And now Vespasian sent Placidus with five htmdred
horse and three thousand foot to pursue those that had
fled from Gadara, while he himself returned to Caesarea

'

with the rest of the army. But as soon as these fugitives saw
the cavalry pursuing them, before an engagement came off,

they crowded together in a certain village, which was called

Bethennabris,^ where finding a great multitude of young
men, and arming them, some by their own consent, some
by force, they rashly i-ushed upon Placidus and the troops
that were with him. And they at the first onset gave way
a little, so contriving to entice them further from the walls.

And when they had drawn them into a place fit for their

purpose, they rode round them, and threw their darts at
them, and the horse cut ofE the flight of the fugitives, while
the foot cut to pieces those that fought against them.
For the Jews did no more than show their courage, and
were then cut to pieces. For as they attacked the Romans,
who were in close formation, and, as it were, walled in by
their panoply, they could not find any place where their
darts could penetrate, nor were they able to break the

' Caesarea Falsestina, Kaisariyeh.
'^ Probably Beth-nimrah, now Tell Nimrin, east of Jordan, and nearly

opposite Jericho.
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enemy's ranks, while they themselves were run through by
the Eoman darts, and, like the wildest of beasts, rushed
upon the sword. And some of them were slain by being
stabbed by their enemies' swords in their faces, and others
were dispersed by the cavalry.

§ 5. For Placidus was anxious to cut off their return to
the village, and riding continually on that side by them,
he would then wheel round and at the same time make
use of his darts, and take sure aim at those that were
nearest, and make those that were further ofE turn back
from the terror they were in, till at last the most
courageous of them cut their way through and fled to
the wall of the village. And now those that guarded the
wall were in great doubt what to do ; for they could not
bear the thoughts of excluding those that came from
Gadara, because of their own people that were among
them, and yet if they should admit them, they expected to
perish with them ; as indeed happened ; for as they were
forcing their way together to the wall, the Eoman horse-
men all but entered in with them. However, the guards
prevented them and shut the gates, when Placidus ordered
a general assault, and fighting stoutly till it was evening,
made himself master of the wall and of those that were in

the village ; when the feeble part of the population was
cut to pieces, but those that were more able ran away, and
the soldiers plundered the houses, and set the village on
fire. As for those that escaped from the vUlage, they
excited such as were in the country, and exaggerating their

own calamities, and telling them that the whole army of

the Romans were upon them, put them in great fear on
every side. So they all got together en masse and fled to

Jericho,' for it alone afforded them any hopes of safety, as

it was a city that was strong from its wall and large

population. But Placidus, relying upon his horse and
former success, followed them, and slew all that he came
up with as far as the Jordan : and when he had driven the

whole multitude to the river side, where they were stopped

by the stream (for it was swollen by rain and not ford-

able), he drew up his soldiers in battle array opposite to

' cr-Siha. Jewish War, i. 15, § 6.

IV. z
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them. And necessity induced those who had no place to

flee to to hazard a battle. So they extended themselves as

much as possible along the banks of the river, and received

the darts that were thrown at them, as well as the charges

of the cavalry, who wounded many of them and thrust

them into the stream. In this hand to hand fight fifteen

thousand of them were slain, while the number of those

that were unwillingly forced to leap into the Jordan was
countless. Two thousand two hundred were also taken

prisoners, besides immense spoil consisting of asses and
sheep and camels and oxen.

§ 6. Now this blow that fell upon the Jews was not in-

ferior to any of the rest, but appeared greater than it really

was, because not only the whole country through which
they fled was filled with slaughter, and the Jordan could

not be crossed over because of the dead bodies that were
in it, but also because the lake Asphaltitis ' was full of dead
bodies, that were carried down into it by the river. And
now Placidus, making the most of his good fortune,

marched against the neighbouring small towns and villages,

and took Abila," and Julias,' and Besimoth,'' and all the

others as far as the lake Asphaltitis, and put such
deserters into each of them as he thought proper. He
then put his soldiers on board ships, and slew those who
had fled on to the lake. So all Peraea either surrendered

or was taken by the Romans as far as Machserus.'

1 The Dead, Sea.
= Probably Keferein. Antiq. iv. 8, § 1 ; v. 1, § 1.
' Bethwrampha. Jewish War, ii. 4, § 2.
* Beth-Jeshiraoth, 'Ain Suweimeh.
' Mekaur. Jewish War, i. 8, § 2.
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CHAP. vin.

How Vespasian, upon hearing of Commotion in Gaul,
made haste to finish the Jewish War. A Bescription of
Jericho, and of the Great Plain ; with an Account also of
the Lake Asphaltitis.

§1-
IWr EAJNTIME news came of commotion in G-aul/ and
^^^ that Vindex with the influential persons of that
country had revolted from Nero ; which affair is more
accurately described elsewhere. This news excited Ves-
pasian to go on briskly with the war, for he foresaw
already the civil wars which were coming, nay, he saw
that the very empire was in danger, and he thought, if

he could first reduce its eastern parts to peace, he should
make the anxiety less about Italy. As long therefore as
the winter continued, he put garrisons for their security
into the villages and small towns which he had subdued,
and put decurions into the villages, and centurions into the
cities ; he also rebuilt many places that had been laid

waste. But at the beginning of spring he took most of

his army, and led it from Csesarea^ to Antipatris,^ where he
spent two days in settling the affairs of that city, and on
the third day marched on, laying waste and burning all the
neighbouring villages. And when he had subdued aU the
places in the toparchy of Thamna,* he marched on to

Lydda° and Jamnia.^ And when both those cities had been
subdued first, he placed a great many of those that had
come over to him [from other places] as inhabitants there-

in, and then went to Emmaus,^ where he seized upon the
passes which led thence to their metropolis, and fortified

his camp, and, leaving the fifth legion there, went on to the

toparchy of Bethleptepha.' He then destroyed it and the

' France. ^ Kaisarlyeh.
' Eds el-'Ain. Jewish War, i. 4, § 7.

* Thamna, Tibneh. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 4.

» Ludd. « Yehiah.
' 'Amwds. Jewish War, i. 11, § 2.

° Unknown, but apparently south of Jerusalem.
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neighboui'ing region by fire, and fortified at convenientplaces
tlie strongholds all about Idumsea ;

' and when he had seized

upon two villages, which were in the very midst of Idumeea,
Betaris^ and Caphartoba,' he slew more than ten thousand,
and carried into captivity more than a thousand, and ex-

pelled the rest of the population, and placed no small part
of his own forces in them, who over-ran and laid waste the
whole of the mountainous country ; while he himself with
the rest of his forces returned to Emmaus, whence he came
down through the country of Samaria, and near the city

called by others Neapolis,* but by the people of that country
Mabortha, to Corea,'' where he pitched his camp on the

second day of the month Dsesius, and on the following day
he arrived at Jericho, on which day Trajan, one of his

commanders, joined him with the forces he brought from
PeriEa," as all the places beyond the Jordan were already
subdued.

§ 2. Now most of the people of Jericho anticipated the
approach of the Romans, and fled to the mountainous re-

gion over against Jerusalem, while no few of those who
were left behind were slain. So they found the city de-

solate. It is situated in a plain, but a naked and barren
mountain of very great length overhangs it, wliich extends
northwards to the land about Scythopolis,' and southwards
as far as the country of Sodom and the boundaries of the
lake Asphaltitis. This mountain is all of it very uneven,
and uninhabited because of its barrenness ; and there is a
mountain situated opposite it near the Jordan, which
begins at Julias^ and the northern region, and extends
southwards as far as Somorrhon," which is the boundary of
Petra '° in Arabia. In this ridge of mountains there is one
called the Iron Mountain, that extends as far as Moab.
Now the region that lies in the middle between these two
mountains is called the Great Plain ;" it extends from the

' Jewish War, i. 2, § 6. ' An unknown town.
'' Unknown. ' Shechem, Aublus.
' Keriut. Jewish War, i. 6, § 5.
" Jewifch War, ii. S, § 1. ' Beisdn.
"* Apparently' Bethsaida Julias. Jewish War, ii. 9, § 1.
^ Unknown. Possibly for Gomorrlia.

'" Jewish War, i. 6, § 2.
'' The Ghor or Jordan Valley.
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village of Ginnabris ^ to tte lake Asphaltitis ; its length is

two Inmdred and thirty furlongs, and its breadth a hun-
dred and twenty, and it is bisected by the Jordan. It has
two lakes in it, that of Asphaltitis and that of Tiberias,"
whose natures are opposite to each other ; for the former
is salt and unfruitful, but that of Tiberias is sweet and
fruitful. This plain is much burnt up in summer-timcy
and because of the extraordinary heat has a very pestilen-
tial air ; it is entirely destitute of water excepting the river
Jordan, which water of the Jordan is the reason why those
plantations of palm-trees that are near its banks are more
flourishing and fruitful, as those that are remote from it

are less so.

§ 3. However, there is a fountain near Jericho," that is

copious and very fit for watering the ground ; it bubbles
up near the old city, which Joshua, the son of Nun, the
general of the Hebrews, first took in the land of Canaan
by his spear. The story goes that this fountain originally

caused not only the blasting of the fruit of the earth and
trees, but also made women miscarry, and was injurious
and pernicious to all things, but that it was made mild
on the contrary and very wholesome and fruitful bv the
prophet Elisha. This prophet was intimate with Elijah
and his successor, and when he was once the guest of the
people of Jericho, and the men of that city had treated

him very kindly, he requited them and benefited their

country by an everlasting favour. For he went out
of the city to this fountain, and threw into the water an
earthen vessel full of salt, after which he stretched out his

righteous right hand to heaven, and pouring into the foun-

tain propitiatory libations, he prayed that the water might
be mollified, and that veins of sweet water might be
opened ; also that Grod would temper the water with more
fertile air, and would bestow upon the people of the coun-

try plenty of the fruits of the earth, and a succession of

children, and that this prolific water might never fail

them while they continued to be righteous. To these

prayers Elisha joined proper operations of his hands in a

' Apparently Sennabris. Jewish War, iii. 9, § 7.
'' The Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee.
' The spring 'Ain es- Suitan.
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skiKul maimer, and changed the fountain, and the water,

which had been the cause of barrenness and famine before,

did from that time supply a numerous posterity, and afford

great abundance to the country. Indeed, the power of it

is so great in watering the ground, that if it does but once

touch the land, it gives greater returns than other waters

do, though they remain on the ground to satiety : so the

advantage gained from other waters flowing in great plenty

is but small, while that of this water is great, when it flows

even in little quantities. And it waters a larger space of

ground than the other waters do, for it glides through a
plain seventy furlongs long and twenty broad, and affords

nourishment to most excellent and frequent gardens.

There are also many sorts of palm-trees watered by it,

differing from each other in taste and name ; the richer

sort of which, when they are pressed, yield an excellent

kind of honey, not much inferior to other honey ; and
the region abounds with bees. It also produces that

balsam which is the most precious of all the fruits in that

place, and the cypress tree and the myrobalanus ; so that

he would not be mistaken who should pronounce this place

to be divine, wherein such plenty of very rare and most
excellent trees are produced. And, indeed, if we speak of

other fruits, it will not be easy to light on any climate in

the world that can well be compared to this, for whatever
is here sowed comes up with such wonderful returns ; the
cause of which seems to me to be the warmth of the air,

and the fertility of the waters : the warmth calling forth

and diffusing what is planted, and the moisture making
every thing planted take root firmly, and supplying it with
strength in summer-time. For this country is then so burnt
up, that nobody can easily go into the open air. But if

the water be drawn before sun-rise, and is after that ex-

posed to the air, it becomes exceedingly cold, and has a
nature quite contrary to the surrounding air ; as in winter
again it becomes warm, and to those who bathe in it ap-

pears very mild. The air here is also so well-tempered, that
the people of the country dress in linen only, even when
it snows in the rest of Judaea. Jericho ' is one hundred

' er-Elha.
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and fifty furlongs from Jerusalem, and sixty from the
Jordan. The country as far as Jerusalem is desert and
stony, but that as far as the Jordan and the lake Asphal-
titis is more level, though equally desert and barren. But
thus much shall suffice to say about Jericho and its great
fertility.

§ 4. The nature of the lake Asphaltitis ^ is also worth
describing. It is, as I have said, bitter and unfruitful,

and so light that it bears up the heaviest things that are
thrown into it, nor is it easy for any one to make things
sink to the bottom of it, if he tries to do so. For ex-

ample, when Vespasian went to see it, he commanded that
some who could not swim should have their hands tied

behind them, and be thrown into its depths, when it hap-
pened that they all floated on the top as if a wind forced
them upwards. Moreover, the change of colour in this

lake is wonderful, for it changes its appearance thrice

every day, and its light is variously reflected according
to the rays of the sun. And it casts up black clods

of bitumen in many parts of it, which float on the
top of the water, and resemble both in shape and size

headless bulls. And when the labourers that belong to

the lake come to it, and catch hold of it as it is in a
composite mass, they drag it into their boats ; but when
the boats are full, it is not easy to detach it, for it is so

tenacious as to make the boat adhere to its mass, till

they set it loose with the menstrual blood of women and
urine, to which alone it yields. This bitumen is not only
useful for the caulking of ships, but also for the cure of

men's bodies, so it is mixed in a great many medicines.

The length of this lake is five hundred and eighty furlongs,

as it extends as far as Zoar^ in Arabia, and its breadth is a
hundred and fifty. The country of Sodom borders upon it,

which was of old a happy land, both for the fruits it bore
and the riches of its cities, although it is now all burnt up.

They say that it was burnt by lightning for the impiety of

its inhabitants. And there are still vestiges of that divine

' The Dead Sea.
' This Zoar, which cannot be the same place as the Zoar of the Bible,

was probably in the Wddy ed-Dra'a, at the south-east end of the Dead
Sea.
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fire, and the traces of five cities are still to be seen, as also

ashes growing on the fruits, which fruits look as if they

were fit to eat, but if people pluck them with their hands,

they dissolve into smoke and ashes. And thus what is re-

lated about the land of Sodom is borne out by our eye-

sight.

CHAP. IX.

How Vespasian, after he Jiad taken Gadara, made Prepara-

tions for the Siege of Jerusalem ; and how he changed his

Intention on hearing of the Death of Nero. Also con-

cerning Simon of Qerasa.

. .
§1-

AND now Vespasian invested Jerusalem on all sides, and
erected fortresses at Jericho and Adida,' and placed

garrisons ia them both, partly consisting of Romans, and
partly of a body of auxiliaries. He also sent Lucius Annius

to Gerasa,^ and delivered to him a troop of horse and a con-

siderable number of foot. And when he had taken the city,

which he did at the first onset, he slew a thousand of those

young men who could not get away first, and he took their

families captive, and permitted his soldiers to plunder their

effects ; after which he set fire to their houses, and went

away to the adjoroing villages. And the able bodied fled

away while the weak were slain, and everything that was
left was burnt. And now the war having gone through

all the mountainous country, and all the plain country

also, those that were at Jerusalem were prevented from
leaving the city. For such as had a mind to desert were

watched by the Zealots ; and such as were not yet on the

side of the Eomans, were kept in by their army, which

surrounded the city on all sides.

§ 2. Now when Vespasian had returned to Csesarea,' and
was getting ready to march with all his army upon Jeru-

salem itself, he was informed that Nero was dead, after

^ Hadiiheh, near the foot of the hills east of Lydda. Antiq. xiii. 6,

M; 15, §2.
' JcTosh. Jewish War, i. 4, § 8. ' Kaisarlych.
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having reigned thirteen years and eight days. As to

how Nero abused his imperial power, and committed the
management of affairs to those vile wretches Nymphidius
and Tigellinus, his unworthy freedmen ; and how he was
plotted against by them, and deserted by all his guards,
and fled with four of his most trusty freedmen, and slew
himself in the suburbs of Home ; and how those who
brought about his death were in no long time themselves
brought to punishment ; how also the war in Gaul ended,
and how Galba was made emperor, and returned from
Spain to Eome, and how he was accused by the soldiers

of being a pusillanimous person, and slain by treachery
in the middle of the forum at Home ; and how Otho was
declared emperor, and of his expedition against the com-
manders of Vitellius, and overthrow ; as also what troubles

there were under Vitellius, and of the fight near the Capi-

tol ; as also how Antonius Primus and Mucianus slew

Vitellius and his German legions, and so put an end to the

civil war ; I have omitted to give an exact account of all

this, because it would be tedious to everybody, and has
been related by a great number of Greeks and Romans.
Yet, for the sake of the connexion of matters, and that my
history may not be incomplete, I have just touched upon
each of these things briefly. So Vespasian put off at first

his expedition against Jerusalem, and stood waiting to see

to whom the empire would be transferred after Nero.

Again, when he heard that Galba was made emperor, he

attempted nothing till he also should send him some direc-

tions about the war ; but he sent his son Titus to him, to

salute him, and to receive his commands as to the Jews.

King Agrippa sailed with Titus upon the very same errand

to Galba ; but as they were in their long ships coasting

by Achaia ^ (for it was winter-time) Galba was slain be-

fore they could get to him, after he had reigned seven

months and as many days. After him Otho became em-
peror, and assumed the management of public affairs.

And Agrippa resolved to go on to Kome, without any fear

on account of the change in the government ; but Titus by
a divine impulse sailed back from Greece to Syria, and

' The Romaa province, Greece.
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went in great haste to Csesarea to his father. And now
both Vespasian and he were in suspense about the state

of affairs, the Eoman empire being now in an unstable

condition, and did not go on with their expedition against

the Jews, for they thought that to make any attack upon
foreigners was now imseasonable, because of the anxiety

they were in as to their own country.

§ 3. And now there arose another war in Jerusalem.

There was one Simon, the son of Gioras, a young man, and
native of Gerasa (not so cunning indeed as John [of Gis-

chala],' who had already seized upon the city, but superior

to him in strength of body and courage, on which account

he had been expelled by Ananus the high priest from the

toparchy of Acrabatta," which he once held, and joined

those robbers who had seized upon Masada).^ At first they

suspected him, and only permitted him and the women he

brought with him to enter the lower part of the fortress,

while they dwelt in the upper part of it themselves. But
afterwards (on account of his similarity of character to

them, and because he seemed trusty), he went out with

them, and ravaged and devastated the country in the neigh-

bourhood of Masada ; but when he urged them to undertake

greater things, he could not prevail upon them to do so.

For, as they were accustomed to dwell in that fortress, they

were afraid of going far from what was as it were their lair,

but he, desiring to play the monarch, and being ambitious,

when he heard of the death of Ananus, left them, and went
into the mountainous part of the country, and proclaimed

liberty to those in slavery, and rewards to those already

free, and got together a band of bad men from all

quarters.

§ 4. And as he had now a strong body of men, he over-

ran the villages that lay in the mountainous country, and
as still more and more flocked to him, he ventured to

descend to the plain. And, since he was now become for-

midable to the cities, many influential personswere attracted

to him by his strength and success, so that his army was
no longer composed only of slaves and robbers, but also of

' el-Jish. Jewish War, ii. 20, § 6.

' Akrabeh. Jewish War, ii. 12, § 4.

^ Sebbeh.
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a great many of the populace, wlao were obedient to him as
to their king. He then over-ran the toparchy of Acrabatta,
and the district as far as the Great Idumsea. And he
walled a certain village called Naia/ and made use of it

as a fortress for his security; and at the ravine called

Pharan^ he widened many of the caves, and many others he
found fit for his purpose, and these he used as repositories

for his treasures and receptacles for his spoil, and in them
he laid up the fruits that he got by rapine ; and many of
his bands dwelt in them ; and he made no secret that he
was training his men beforehand, and making preparations
to attack Jerusalem.

§ 5. Thereupon most of the Zealots, fearing his plots,

and wishing to nip in the bud one that was growing strong
to their hurt, went out against hiTn with their weapons.
And Simon met them, and joined battle with them, and
slew a considerable number of them, and drove the
rest before him into the city, but durst not trust his

forces so much yet as to make an assault upon the walls,

so he resolved first to subdue Idumsea, and as he had
now twenty thousand armed men, he marched with them to

the borders of that country. Thereupon the rulers of the
Idumaeans concentrated quickly the most warlike part of

their people, amounting to about twenty-five thousand in

number, and left the rest to guard their own country, because
of the incursions that were made by the Sicarii that were at

Masada, and received Simon at their borders, where he
fought them, and continued the battle all that day, and
left the field after a drawn contest. And he went back to

Nain, and the Idumseans returned home. But it was not
long ere Simon burst into their country again with a larger

force, when he pitched his camp at a certain village called

Thecoe,' and sent Eleazar, one of his companions, to

the garrison at Herodium,* which was near, to try and
persuade them to surrender that fortress to him. The
garrison received this man readily, as long as they knew
not what he came about ; but when he began to speak of

' An unknown town, apparently in £dom.
' Probably Feiran, in the Peninsula of Sinai.

3 Tekoa, Teku'a, south of Bethlehem.
' Jebel Fureidis. Jewish War, i. 13, § 8.
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the surrender of the place, they pursued him with their

drawn swords, till finding he had no chance of escape, he
threw himself down from the walls into the ravine below,

and so died immediately. But the Idumeeans, who were
already much afraid of Simon's power, thought it well to

reconnoitre the enemy's army before they hazarded a

battle.

§ 6. Now there was one of their commanders named
Jacob, who offered to serve them readily upon this occasion,

but intended to betray them. He set out therefore from
the village Alurus,' where the army of the Idumseans was
concentrated, and went to Simon ; and first agreed to

betray Alums to him, and took assurances upon oath

from him that he would always hold him in esteem, and
next promised to assist him in subduing all Idumsea.

Upon this he was feasted in a friendly manner by Simon,
andbeing elatedby his handsome promises,when he returned

to his own men, he first stated falsely that the army of

Simon was much larger than it really was ; after which he
addressed and urged the commanders, and by degrees

the whole multitude, to receive Simon, and to surrender

to him the whole government without fighting. And
as he was negotiating this, he invited Simon by messengers,

and promised to disperse the Idumseans, which he also did.

For as soon as Simon's army drew near, he first mounted his

horse, and fled with those whom he had corrupted. There-
upon a panic seized on the whole multitude, and before

an engagement came on, they broke their ranks, and every
one retired to his own home.

§ 7. Thus unexpectedly did Simon march into Idumsea
without bloodshed, and first made a sudden attack upon
the city of Hebron, and captured it, and got possession of a

great deal of spoil in it, and plundered it of a vast quantity
of fruit. Now its inhabitants say that Hebron is a more
ancient city, not only than any in that country, but
than Memphis ^ in Egypt, and reckon it to be two thousand
three hundred years old. They also relate that it was the
habitation of Abraham, the progenitor of the Jews, after

he had removed from Mesopotamia, and they say that his

' Unknown. ^ Jewisli War, i. 9, § 4.
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posterity went down from thence into Egypt, whose monu-
ments are to this very day shown in that small city,

wrought of very excellent marble in a most elegant manner.
There is also shown there at the distance of six furlongs
from the city, a very large turpentine tree, and they say
that this tree has lasted from the creation of the world to

now. From thence Simon marched through all Idum.8ea,

and did not only ravage the cities and villages, but laid

the whole country waste. For, besides his men at arms,
he had forty thousand men that followed him, so that
he had not provisions enough for such a multitude. And,
besides this want of provisions, he was of a savage dis-

position, and very angry at this nation, so it came to

pass that Idumsea was greatly devastated. For, as one may
see all the woods despoiled of their leaves by locusts after

they have been there, so was there nothing left behind
Simon's army but a desert. Some places they burnt down,
some they utterly demolished ; and whatever grew in the
country they either trod it down or fed upon it, and by
their marches they made cultivated groimd harder than
that which was barren. In short there was no indication

remaining that those places that had been laid waste had
ever existed.

§ 8. This success of Simon excited the Zealots afresh,

and though they were afraid to fight him in open battle,

they laid ambushes in the passes, and seized upon
his wife, and a considerable number of her attendants

;

whereupon they returned to the city rejoicing as if they

had taken Simon himself captive, and almost expected that

he would lay down his arms, and make supplication to

them for his wife. But instead of feeling merciful, he was
very angry with them for seizing his wife ; so he went to the

waU of Jerusalem, and, like wild beasts when they are

wounded, and cannot get at those that wounded them, he
vented his spleen upon all persons he met with. Accord-

ingly he seized all those who came out of the city gates,

either to gather herbs or sticks, who were unarmed and in

years, and tortured them and slew them, so immense was
his rage, and aU. but tasted the very flesh of their dead
bodies. He also cut off the hands of many, and sent them
into the city to dismay his enemies, and at the same time
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to try and make the people rise against those that had
been the authors of his wife's seizure. He also enjoined

them to teU the people, that Simon swore by God, the ruler

of the universe, that unless they quickly restored him his

wife, he would break down their wall, and inflict the like

punishment upon all the citizens, without sparing any age,

and without making any distinction between the guilty and
the innocent. These threats so greatly frightened, not the

people only, but the Zealots themselves also, that they sent

his wife back to him, when he became a little milder, and
left off his perpetual slaughtering.

§ 9. And now faction and civil war was rampant not only

throughout Judsea, but also in Italy. For Galba was slaiu

in the middle of the forum at Eome, and Otho was declared

Emperor, and fought against Vitellius, who set up for

Emperor also, for the legions in Germany had chosen him.

But when he gave battle at Bedriacum ^ in Gaul to Valens

and Csecinna, who were ViteUius' generals, Otho gained the

advantage on the first day, but on the second day ViteUius'

soldiers had the victory : and when Otho heard of this de-

feat after much slaughter, he slew himself at Brixellum,^

after he had been at the head of affairs three months and
two days. Otho's army also went over to VitelUus' gene-

rals, and Vitellius himself marched for Eome with his army.
Meantime Vespasian removed from Csesarea ' on the fifth

day of the month Daesius, and marched against those places

in Judsea which were not yet overthrown. So he went up
into the mountainous country, and took those toparchies

that were called the Gophnitic and Acrabattene toparchies,*

after which he took Bethela ° and Ephraim," two small cities,

and, when he had put garrisons into them, he rode as far

as Jerusalem, taking many prisoners, and slaying many on
his march. And Cerealis, one of his commanders, took a

body of horse and foot, and laid waste that part of

^ A. small village of Cisalpine Gaul, between Verona and Cremona.
^ Brescello, about twelve miles north-east of Parma.
' Caesarea Palsestina, Kaisariyeh.
' The toparchies of which Gopbna, Jifna, and Acrabatta, 'Akrdbeh,

were the chief towns.
= Bethel Beiii7i.

* et-Taiyibeh.^
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Idumaea which was called Upper Idumsea, and took Caphe-
tlira/ which pretended to be a small town, at the first onset

and burnt it down. He also attacked another place called

Capharabin,' and laid siege to it, for it had a very strong

wail, and he expected to have to spend a long time in the

siege, when those that were within opened their gates on the

sudden, and cam.e to beg pardon, and surrendered them-
selves up to him. When CereaUs had reduced them he
went to Hebron, another very ancient city, situated, as I

have said already, in the mountainous country not far from
Jerusalem ; and when he had broken into the city by force,

he slewallthat he capturedtherein fromthe youths upwards,
and burnt down the city. So as all fortified places were now
taken, excepting Herodium ^ and Masada ' and Machaerus,'

which were in the possession of the robbers, Jerusalem

was the mark at which the Romans henceforth aimed.

§ 10. And now, as soon as Simon had recovered his wife

from the Zealots, he returned back to what remained of

Idumsea, and, harassing the nation on all sides, com-
pelled a great number of themi to flee to Jerusalem ; and
followed them himself also to the city, and surrounded the

wall again, and when he lit upon any labourers that were

coming there out of the country, he slew them. Now this

Simon without was a greater terror to the people than the

Romans themselves, and the Zealots within were more
trouble to them than either. And during this time mis-

chievous contrivances and audacity corrupted the army of

the GaUlaeans ; for they had advanced John to power, and
he made them returns from the authority he had obtained

by their means, permitting them to do everything that any

of them desired to do. And their inclination to plunder

was insatiable, as was their zeal in searching the houses of

the rich, and murdering men and ravishing women was
sport to them. They also devoured the spoil they took with

blood, and indulged themselves to the full in sodomitical

practices with impunity, arranging their hair and putting

on women's garments, and smeared all over with perfume,

' Unknown.
' Jebel Fureidis. Jewish War, i. 13, § 8.

3 Sebheh. Jewish War, i. 12, § 1.

* Mekaur. Jewish War, i. 8, § 2.
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and that they might appear more comely, painting their

eye-lashes. And they imitated not only the attire, but also

the lusts of women, and were guilty of such intolerable

uncleanness, that they contrived unlawful pleasures ; and
wallowed in the city as in a brothel, and defiled it entirely

with their impure actions. And though their faces looked
like the faces of women, they killed with their right hands,
and though their gait was effeminate, they suddenlyattacked
people and became warriors, and drew their swords from
under their finely dyed cloaks, and stabbed every body
through whom they met. And Simon was on the look out
for those that fled from John, and was the more bloody
of the two : and he who had escaped the tyrant within the
walls, was slain by the one before the gates, so that all

chance of fleeing and deserting to the Romans was cut off,

if any had a mind to do so.

§ 11. But the army that was under John rose against
him, and all the Idumseans in it separated themselves from
him, and plotted against the tyrant, out of envy at his

power, and hatred of his cruelty. And they fought and
slew many of the Zealots, and drove the rest before them
into the royal palace that was built by Grapte (who was a
relation of Izates, the king of Adiabene),^ and the Idumseans
rushed in with them, and drove the Zealots out thence into

the temple, and betook themselves to plundering John's
effects ; for he himself dwelt in the forementioned palace,

and had laid up there the spoils he had acquired by his
tyranny. Meantime the multitude of the Zealots that
were dispersed all over the city gathered together to the
temple to those that had fled there, and John prepared
to lead them out against the people and the Idumseans.
And they were not so much afraid of being attacked by
them, because they were themselves better soldiers, as
at their desperation, lest they should privately sally out
of the temple by night, and not only destroy them but set

the city on fire also. So they assembled themselves together
with the high priests, and took counsel how they should
guard against their assault. And God it seems turned
their opinions to bad advice, and they devised a remedy

' Jewish War, ii. 19, § 1.
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for their safety worse than ruin. For in order to over-
throw John, they determined to admit Simon, and to sup-
plicate for the introduction of a second tyrant among
them. This was the resolution of the council. So they
sent Matthias the high priest, and besought this Simon, of
whom, they had been so greatly afraid, to enter their city.

Those also from Jerusalem who had fled from the Zealots
joined in this request to him, from the desire they had of
preserving their houses and their efEects. And he in an
arrogant manner granted them his lordly protection, and
entered the city as if to deliver it from the Zealots, being
hailed vsith acclamations by the people as their saviour
and preserver : but when he was come in with his army,
he took care to secure his own authority, and looked upon
those who had invited him in as no less his enemies than
those against whom he had been invited in.

§ 12. Thus did Simon get possession of Jerusalem, in the
third year of the war, in the month of Xanthicus ; where-
upon John and his crowd of Zealots, beiag not only pre-

vented from comiag out of the temple, but also having lost

their property in the city, (for Simon and his party robbed
them at once of what they had,) were in despair of deliver-

ance. Simon also made an assault upon the temple, with
the assistance of the people, while the Zealots stood upon
the porticoes and battlements, and defended themselves

from their assaults. However, a considerable number of

Simon's party fell, and many were carried off wounded

;

for the Zealots threw their darts easily from the higher

ground, and seldom failed of hitting their enemies. And
having the advantage of situation, they further erected four

very large towers, that their darts might come from
still higher places, one at the north-east corner, another

above the Xystus,' the third at another comer opposite the

lower city, and the last was erected above the top of the

Pastophoria, where one of the priests usually stood and
gave a signal beforehand in the evening with a trumpet at

the beginning of every seventh day, as also in the evening

when the sabbath day was finished, giving notice to the

people when they were to leave off work, and when they

' The Xystus was parallel to the west wall of the Temple, between

the ' Causeway ' and ' Xiobinson's Arch.'

IV. ' A A
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were to go to work again.^ They also set upon those towers

engines to cast darts and stones, and archers and slingers.

And now Simon made his assaults upon the temple less

energetically, because most of his men were weary, yet he

held out because his army was superior in numbers ; but

the missiles which were thrown by the engines were carried

a great way, and slew many of the fighting men.

CH.\P. X.

How the Soldiers, both in Judcea and Egypt, proclaimed

Vespasian Emperor, who released Josephus from his

Bonds.

NOW about this very time heavy calamities came on
Rome. For YitelUus arrived from Germany with his

soldiers, and drew along with him a great multitude of

other men besides, and as the spaces allotted for the sol-

diers could not contain him and his following, he made all

Eome itself his camp, and filled every house with armed
men. And they, when they saw the riches of Eome with

eyes which had never seen such riches before, and had the

glitter all round them of silver and gold, had much ado to

contain their covetous desires, so as not to betake them-
selves to plunder, and to the slaughter of such as opposed
them. Such was the state of affairs in Italy at this time.

§ 2. Now when Vespasian had overthrown all the places

that were near Jeriisalem,he returned to C8esarea,''and there

heard of the troubles at Eome, and that Vitellus was em-
peror. This produced indignation in him, although he
well knew how to be governed as well as to govern, for he
thought him unworthy of being his lord who so madly seized

upon the empire as if it were going a begging, and as this

sorrow of his was violent, he was not able to support the

torment he felt, nor to apply himself to otlier wars, when

' Tlie Sabbath began on the evening of Friday, and ended on the

evening of Saturday.
'' Kaisariyeh.



CHAP. X.] THE JEWISH WAE. 355

his native countiy was being laid waste. But as mucli as
Ms passion excited liim to vengeance, so much was he re-

strained by the consideration of his distance from home
;

because fortune might anticipate him and do a world of
mischief before he could himself sail over the sea to Italy,

especially as it was still the winter season, so he restrained
]iis anger, though vehement, for the time.

§ 3. But now his commanders and soldiers met in com-
panies, and consulted openly about a change, and cried
out in their indignation that the soldiers at Eome lived
delicately, and though they did not venture so much as
to hear the fame of war, voted whom they pleased as rulers,

and in hopes of gain made them emperors ; while they them-
selves who had gone through so many labours, and grown
old under their helmets, gave away their power to others,

and that though they had among themselves one more
worthy to rule. And what juster opportunity would they
ever have of requiting their general, if they did not seize

that now before them ? and there was as much juster

reason for Vespasian being emperor than Vitellius, as they
were themselves more deserving than those who had de-

clared the other emperor. For they had undergone as

great wars as had the troops that came from Germany,
nor were they inferior in arms to those who brought that
tyrant to Eome. Nor was there any need for a contest

:

for surely neither the Eoman senate nor people would put
up with such a lascivious emperor as Vitellius, instead

of the chaste Vespasian ; nor would they endure a most
barbarous tyrant instead of a good governor, nor choose

one that was childless to rule over them instead of one that

was a father ; because the advancement of their own sons

to dignities was certainly the greatest security for peace
that kings could give. If then they estimated the capacity

for governing from the experience of years, they ought to

have Vespasian, or if from the strength of youth, they ought
to have Titus ; for so they would have the advantage of

the different ages of both. And they would not only supply

strength to those whom they should make emperors, as they

had already three legions, besides other auxiliaries from the

neighbouring kings, and would have further all the armies

in the East to support them, as also all those in Europe
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whicli were out of the reach and dread of Vitellius, and also

such allies as they had in Italy itself, as Vespasian's brother

'

and other son,^ the latter of whom would win over a great

many of the young men that were of rank, while the
other was entrusted with the charge of the city, which
office of his would be no small help towards Vespasian's

obtaining the empire. In short, if they themselves made
any further delays, the senate might choose an emperor,
whom the soldiers, who were the saviours of the empire,

would hold in contempt.

§ 4. Such was the language the soldiers held in their

various knots, after which they mustered together en

masse, and encouraging one another declared Vespasian
emperor, and exhorted him to save the empire which was
in danger. Now Vespasian had been concerned for a con-
siderable time about the state of public affairs, but he did
not himself intend to set up for emperor, though his actions

made him think himself worthy of it, for he preferred the
safety of a private life to the dangers of an illustrious posi-

tion. But on his refusing the empire, the commanders
insisted the more earnestly upon his acceptance of it, and
the soldiers flocked about him with their drawn swords in

their hands, and threatened to kill him, unless he would
now live as became his merits. And when he had shown
his reluctance a great while, and had endeavoured to thrust

away empire from him, at last, not being able to persuade
them, he yielded to those who hailed him emperor.

§ 5. So upon consenting to the urgent requests of Muci-
anus and the other commanders that he would be emperor,
and to those of the rest of the army who cried out that they
were willing to be led against all his rivals, his first idea
was to become master of Alexandria, knowing that Egypt
was of the greatest consequence to the empire, because
of its supplying corn (so that if he could get master of

Egypt, he hoped to dethrone Vitellius, if he tried to

keep the empire by force, for the population of Eome
would not stand hunger), and also because he was desirous

^ This brother of Vespasian was Flavins Sabiuus, as Suetonius in-

forms us, Vitell. § 15, and Vespas. § 2. He is also named by Josephus
presently, chap. xi. § 4.—W.

' Domitian.
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to join the two legions tliat were at Alexandria to his

present army. He also considered that he should then have
that country for a defence against the uncertainty of for-

tune. For Egypt is hard to enter by land, and has no
havens by sea. It is protected on the west by the dry
deserts of Libya, and on the south by Syene,' which divides

it from Ethiopia, and by the cataracts of the Nile that

cannot be sailed over, and on the east by the Eed Sea that

extends as far as Coptos,^ and it is fortified on the north by
the land that extends to Syria, and by what is called

the Egyptian Sea, which has no havens in it for ships.

Thus is Egjrpt walled about on every side. Its length be-

tween Pelusium ^ and Syene is two thousand furlongs, and
the passage by sea from. Plinthine* to Pelusium is three

thousand six hundred furlongs. And the Nile is navigable

as far as the city called Elephantine, the forementioned

cataracts hindering ships from going any further. The
haven also of Alexandria is not approached by mariners

without difficidty, even in time of peace ; for the entrance

is narrow, and full of sunken rocks^ which obliges mariners

to turn from the straight course. And its left is fortified

by artificial moles, and on its right lies the island called

Pharos, which has a very great tower, which gives light to

such as sail within three hundred furlongs of it, so that

ships may cast anchor some distance ofE in the night

because of the difliculty of sailing in. Bound this is-

land is built a very great artificial sea-wall, and when
the sea dashes itself against it, and its waves are broken

against that breakwater, navigation becomes very trouble-

some, and the entrance through so narrow a passage is

rendered dangerous ; but the haven itself inside is a very

safe one, and is thirty furlongs in extent, and into it is

brought what the country wants in order to its happiness,

as also the abundance the country affords more than it

wants is distributed hence all over the world.

§ 6. With reason, therefore, did Vespasian desire to get

' Assuan.
^ Kobt or Kofi, on the right bank of the Nile between Keneh anfl

Kamak.
^ Tineh.
* In the neighbourhood of Alexandria and Lake llareotis.
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jwssession of Alexandria to support his attempt upon the

whole empire. So he immediately sent to Tiberius Alex-
ander, who was then governor of Egypt and Alexandria,
and informed him of the devotion of the army, and how,
being forced to accept the burden of empire, he was
desirous to have him for his confederate and supporter.

Now as soon as Alexander had read this letter, he promptly
obliged the legions and the populace to take the oath of

fidelity to Vespasian. And both of them willingly obeyed,
being already acquainted with his excellence from his com-
mand in that neighbourhood. And Alexander, being now
entrusted with all things relating to the empire, got all

things ready for Vespasian's arrival at Alexandria. Now
rumour carried the news that he was emperor over the East
quicker than one would have thought, upon which every city

kept festivals, and had sacrifices and thank-offerings ; and
the legions that were in Mysia ^ and Pannonia,^ who had
been in commotion a little before because of the audacity of

Vitellius, took the oath of fidelity to Vespasian with
greater joy. Vespasian then removed from Csesarea to

Berytus,^ where many embassages came to him from Syria,

and many from other provinces, bringing with them crowns
and congratulatory decrees from every city. Mucianus
came also, who was the governor of the province, and told

him of the devotion of the people, and how in every city

they had taken the oath of fidelity to him.

§ 7. And as Vespasian's fortune succeeded to his wishes
everywhere, and affairs mostly turned out favourably to
him, he considered that he had not arrived at power
without divine Providence, but that a righteous fate had
brought the empire to him. And as he called to mind the
other signs, which had been frequent, that foretold he
should obtain the empire, he remembered also what Jo-
sephus said to him, who had ventured to hail him as
emperor while Nero was still alive. So he was much con-

' A province in tlic nortli-west of Asia Minor, on the south side of
the sea of Marmara.

^ On the south and west of the Danube. It contained the eastern
portions of Austria, Caruithia, Cannula, part of Hiw^ary, Slavonia,
and portions of Croatia and Bosnia.

' Beirut. Jewish War, i. 20, § 11.
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cemed that this man was still in bonds with him, and
called for Mucianus and his other commanders and friends,

and first informed them of the valour that Josephus had
shown, and what great trouble he had given him in the

siege of Jotapata ;
^ and then related those predictions

of his, which he had at the time suspected as made up
from fear, but which were now by time and facts proved
to be divine. "It is a shameful thing (added he) that

this man who foretold my coming to the empire, and was
the minister of the voice of God to me, should still be de-

tained in the condition of a captive or prisoner." So he
called for Josephus, and commanded that he should be set

at liberty ; whereupon the commanders hoped for glorious

things for themselves, as Vespasian made this requital to

a stranger. And Titus, who was then present with his

father, said, " father, it is but just that the reproach of

prisoner should be taken from Josephus by the steel. For
if we do not loose his bonds, but cut them off, he will be

like a man that has never been bound at all." For that is

the usual method of treating such as have been bound
without cause. This suggestion seemed good to Vespasian,

so a man came in, and cut off the chain with liis axe. So

Josephus received this testimony of his integrity for a re-

ward, and was moreover esteemed a person of credit as to

the future.

CHAP. XI.

How upon the Conquest and Slaughter ofVitellius, Vespasian

hastened his Journey to Rome, hut Titus his Son returned

to Jerusalem.

§1-

AND now, when Vespasian had given answers to the

embassages, and had disposed of his preferments

justly and according to every one's deserts, he went to

Antioch. And deliberating which way he had best take,

he preferred to go to Eome, rather than to march to Alex-

andria, because he saw that Alexandria was secured to

' Jefat. Jewish War. ii.20, § 6.
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him already, while affairs at Eome were in disorder owing
to Vitellius. So he sent Mucianus to Italy, and committed
a considerable army both of horse and foot to him. But
Mucianus was afraid of going by sea, because it was the

middle of winter, and so he led his army on foot through
Cappadocia and Phrygia.'^

§ 2. Meantime Antonius Primus took the third legion

of the troops that were in Mysia, for he was governor of

that province, and hastened to fight ViteUius. Where-
upon Vitellius despatched Csecinna with a great army,
having great confidence in him because of his having beaten
Otho. And Csecinna marched from Eome by forced

marches, and came up -with Antonius near Cremona^ in

Oaul, a city which is on the borders of Italy. But when he
saw that the enemy there were numerous and in good order,

he durst not fight them, and as he thought retreat dan-

gerous, he began to think of treason. So he assembled
together the centurions and tribunes that were under his

command, and urged them to go over to Antonius, dimi-

nishing the reputation of Vitellius, and exaggerating the

strength of Vespasian. He also told them that with the

one there was only the bare name of emperor, but the

other had the power, and it was better for them to antici-

pate necessity and gain favour, and, as they were sure to

be beaten in battle, to avoid danger by taking that course

of action. For Vespasian was able without them to get

what still remained, while Vitellius could not with them
keep what he already had.

§ 3. Csecinna said this and much more to the same pur-

pose, and persuaded them to comply with him, and both he

and his army deserted to Antonius. But the very same
night the soldiers repented of what they had done, and a

fear seized on them, lest perhaps Vitellius who sent them
should come off the stronger : and they drew their swords

and rushed at Csecinna intending to kill him. And the

deed would have been done by them, had not the tribunes

fallen upon their knees, and besought them not to do it.

So the soldiers did not kill him, but put him in bonds as a

traitor, and intended to send him to Vitellius. When
' Provinces in Asia Minor. Jewisli War, ii. 16, § 4.

^ In Upper Italy, on the north bank of the Po.
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Primus heard of this, he roused his men immediately, and
made them put on their armour, and led them against those
that had revolted. And they drew themselves up in order
of hattle, and made resistance for a while, but were soon
routed and fled to Cremona. Then Primus took his cavalry,
and cut off their access to that city, and surrounded and
cut to pieces a great number of them before the city, and
rushed into the city with the rest, and gave leave to his
soldiers to plunder it. And here many strangers who were
merchants perished, and many of the inhabitants, and
Vitellius' whole army, consisting of thirty thousand and
two hundred men ; while Antonius lost only four thousand
five hundred of those that came with him from Mysia. He
then set Csecinna free, and sent him to Vespasian to report
to him what had happened. And he went and was well
received by him, and covered the disgrace of his treachery
by the unexpected honours he received from Vespasian.

§ 4. And now, upon the news that Antonius was at hand,
Sabinus took courage at Rome, and mustered together
those bands of soldiers that kept watch by night, and during
the night seized upon the Capitol. And at daybreak many
nobles flocked to him, and among them Domitian, his

brother's son, who added greatly to their hopes of victory.

Now Vitellius was not much concerned about Primus, but
was very angry with those who had revolted with Sabinus,

and thirsting from his own natural barbarity for noble
blood, let loose upon the Capitol that part of his army
which had come with him from Germany. And both
those on this side, and those who occupied the temple,"^

fought with great bravery ; but at last the soldiers that

came from Germany, being too numerous for the others,

got possession of the hill. Domitian himself, with many
other of the principal Eomans, providentially escaped,

while all the rest of the multitude were cut to pieces, and
Sabinus himself was brought before Vitellius and put to

death, and the soldiers plundered the temple ' of its votive

offerings, and set it on fire. But the next day Antonius
arrived with his army, and was met by Vitellius and his

army ; and after they had fought in three different places,

' The temple of Jupiter, on the summit of the Tarpeian rock. This

and the hill were both alike called the Capitol.

IV. - B B
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the last were all cut to pieces. Then did ViteUius come
out of his palace drunk, and glutted with an extravagant
and luxurious meal, as availing himself of his last chance

;

and being dragged along by the multitude, and undergoing
all sorts of ill-treatment,^ was butchered in the middle
of Rome, having reigned eight months and five days, and
had he lived much longer, I think the empire would not
have sufficed for his lust. Of the others who were slain,

were counted more than fifty thousand. This battle was
fought on the third day of the month Apellseus, and the
next day Mucianus entered the city with his anny, and
ordered Antonius and his men to leave off killing ; for they
were still searching the houses, and killing many of

ViteUius' soldiers, and many of the populace, supposing
them to be of his party, their rage preventing any accu-

rate discrimination between friends and foes. He then
produced Domitian, and recommended him to the multitude
as emperor, until his father should arrive in person. And
the people, being now freed from their fears, made accla-

mations of joy for Vespasian as their emperor, and kept
festival for his establishment in power and for the fall of

ViteUius.

§ 5. Andnow,uponVespasian'sarrivalat Alexandria, this

good news reached him from Rome, and simultaneouslycame
embassies from all the world, now his own, to congratulate
him upon his advancement ; and though Alexandria was
the greatest of all cities next to Rome, it proved too narrow
to contain the multitudes that now flocked to it. And the
empire being now secured to him, and the Roman state

being now unexpectedly saved from ruin, Vespasian turned
his thoughts to what remained still undone in Judasa.

However, he himself was in a hurry to set out for Rome,
as the winter was now almost over, so he soon set the afEairs

of Alexandria in order, and despatched his son Titus with
a picked force to capture Jerusalem. And Titus went by
land as far as Nicopolis,' which is twenty furlongs from
Alexandria ; and there he put his army on board some

' As to these see Siietoniu.s, ViteUius, 17.

^ Nicopolis was a little west of the Delta proper, on the canal con-
necting Canopus with Alexandria.
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men-of-war, and sailed up the Nile to tlie district of Mendes

'

as far as the city Thmuis
;
' and there he disembarked, and

marched by land, and bivouacked at a small city called

Tanis.^ His second station was Heracleopolis,* and his third
Pelusium/ He then refreshed his army at that place for

two days, and on the third passed over the mouth of the
Nile at Pelusium ; he then proceeded one station over the
desert, and pitched his camp at the temple of Casian Zeus,"

and on the next day encamped at Ostraciae.' This station

had no water, for the people of the country make use of

water brought from elsewhere. After this he rested at

Ehinocorura,"* and from thence he went to Eaphia,' which
was his fourth station. This city is the beginning of Syria.

For his fifth station he pitched his camp at Gaza," after

which he went to Ascalon," and thence to Jamnia,'^ and
after that to Joppa," and from Joppa to Csesarea,^' having
determined to concentrate all his forces there.

' The Nome of which Mendes was the capital, on the shore of Lake

^ Tmai, south-west of Maiisurah.
' San, on Lake Men:dleh.
* Near Pelusium ; the ruins are now covered by Lake Menzdleh.
= Tineh. Jewish War, i. 8, § 7.

^ el-Katieh.
' A desert station between el-Katieh and cl-AHsh.
" el-'Arish. Jewish War, i. 14, § 2.

' Blr Befd. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.

" Ghuzzeh. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.

" 'Ascalda. Jewish War, i. 9, f 2.

'2 Yehiah. Jewish War, i. 2, § 2.

'3 Jaffa.
" Caesarea Palsestina, Kaisariyeh. Jewish War, i. 7, § 7.
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JAMESON (Mrs.) Shakespeare's
Heroines. Characteristics of Women. By
Mrs. Jameson.

JEAN PAUL.—.$« Richter.

JOHNSON'S Lives of the Poets.
Edited by R. Napier. \_In tlie press,

JONSON (Ben). Poems i>t,—Su Crccie.

JOSEFHUS (Flavins), The Works of.
Whiston's Translation. Revised by Rev.
A. R. Shilleto, M.A. With Topographical
and Geographical Notes by Colonel Sir

C. W. Wilson, K.C.B. Vols, i to 3 con-
taining Life of Josephus* and the Anti-
quities of the Jews. \Jttst published.

Vols. IV. and V. containing the Jewish
War, &c. \_Iinmcdiatcly.

JUNIUS'S Letters. With Woodfall's
Notes. An Essay on the Authorship. Fac-
similes of Handwriting. 2 vols.

LA FONTAINE'S Fables. In English
Verse, with Essay on the Fabulists. By
Eliiur Wright.

LAMARTINE'S The Girondists, or
Personal Memoirs of the Patriots of the
French Revolution. Trans, by H. T.
Ryde. Portraits of Robespierre, Madame
Roland, and Charlotte Corday. 3 vols.

—^ The Restoration of Monarchy
in France (a Sequel to The Girondists).

S Portraits. 4 vols.

The French Revolntlon of 1848.
Portraits.

LAME'S (Charles) Ella and Ellana.
Complete Edition. Portrait.

LAMB'S (Charles) Specimens of
English Dramatic Poets of the time of
Elizabeth. Notes, with the Extracts from
the Garrick Plays.

Talfonrd's Letters of Charles
Lamb. New Edition, by W. Carew
Hazlitt. 2 vols.

LANZI'S History of Fainting in
Italy, from the Period of the Revival of
the Fine Arts to the End of the z8th
Century, With Memoir of the Author,
Portraits of Raffaelle, Titian, and Cor-
reggio, after the Artists themselves. Trans,
by T. Roscoe. 3 vols.

LAFFENBERGr'S England under the
Anglo-Saxon Kings. Trans, by B.Thorpe,
F.S.A, 2 vols.

LESSING'S Dramatic Works. Com-
plete. By E. Bell, M.A. With Memoir
by H. Zimmern. Portrait. 2 vols,

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, and
Representation of Death by the Ancients,
Frontispiece.

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works, con-
taining Human Understanding, with Bishop
of Worcester, Malebranche's Opinions, Na-
tural Philosophy, Reading and Study.
With Preliminary Discourse, Analysis, and
Notes, by J. A. St. John. Portrait. 2 vols.—- Life and Letters, with Extracts from
his Common-place Books. By Lord King.

LOCEHART (J. G.)—5'» Bums.

LONSDALE (Lord).-^S'» Carrtl.

LUTHER'S Table-Talk. Trans, by W.
Hazlitt. With Life by A. Chalmers, and
Luther's Catechism. Portrait after

Cranach.

Autobiography,—J'<'« Mkhclei.

MACHIAVELLI'S History of Flo-
rence, The Prince, Savonarola, Historical
Tracts, and Memoir. Portrait.

MARLOWE. Poems ot.—SecGreem.

MAETINEAU'S (Harriet) History
ofEngland (including History ofthe Peace)
from 1800-1846. 5 vols.

MENZEL'S History of Germany,
from he Earliest Period to the Crimean
War. Portraits. 3 vols.

MICHELET'S Autobiography of
Luther Trans, by W. Hazlitt. With
Notes.

The French Revolution to the
Flight of the King in 1791. N. S.

MIGNET'S The French Revolution,
from 1789 to 18'' P/M-trai> nf '^anoleon.



STANDARD LIBRARY,

MILTON'S Prose Works. With Pre-
face, Pceluninary Remarks by J. A. St.
John, and Index. 5 vols.

Poetical "Works. "With 120 Wood
Engravings. 2 vols.

Vol. I.—Paradise Lost, complete, with
Memoir, Notes, and Inde.x.

Vol. II.—Paradise Regained, and other
Poems, with Verbal Index to all the Poems.

MITFORD'S (Miss) Our TlUage.
Sketches of Rural Character and Scenery,
2 Engravings. 2 vols.

MOliSRE'S Dramatic Works. Ij
English Prose, by C. H. Wall. With a
Life and a Portrait. 3 vols.

* It is not too much to say that we have
here probably as good a translation of

;

Moliere as can be given.'

—

Academy.
1

MOXTAGU. Letters and Works of
i

Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Lord
j

Whamcliffe's Third Edition. Edited by
W. Moy Thomas. With steel plates. 2

vols. 5;. each.

MONTESQUIEU'S Spirit of Laws.
Revised Edition, with D'Alembert's Analy-
sis, Notes, and Memoir, z vols.

NEANDER (Dr. A.) History of the
Christian Religion and Church. Trans, by
J. Torrey. With Short Memoir. 10 vols.

~— Life of Jesus Christ, in its His-
torical Connexion and Development.

The Plautlnir and Training of
the Christian Church by the Apostles.
With the Antignosticus, or Spirit of Ter-
tullian. Trans, by J. E. Ryland. z vols.— Lectures on the History of
Christian Dogmas. Trans, by J. E. Ry-
land. 2 vols.

Memorials of Christian Life In
the Early and Middle Ages; including

Light in Dark Places. Trans, by J. E.
Ryland.

OCKLET (S.) History of the Sara-
cens and their Conquests in Syria, Persia,

and Egypt. Comprising the Lives of

Mohammed and his Successors to the

Deat^ of Abdalmelik. the Eleventh Caliph.

By Simon Ockley, B.D., Prof, of Arabic
in Univ. of Cambridge. Portrait of Mo-
hammed.

PASCAL'S Thougrhts. Translated from
the Text of ^I. Auguste Molinier by
C. Kegan Paul. 3rd edition.

PERCY'S Rellques of Ancient Eng-
lish Poetry, consisting of Ballads, Songs,
and other Pieces of our earlier Poets, with
some few of later date. With Essay on
Ancient Minstrels, and Glossary. 2 vols.

PHILIP DE COMMINES, Memoirs
of. Containing the Histories of Lonis XI.
and Charles VIII., and Charies the Bold,
Duke of Burgundy. With the History of
Louis XI., by J. de Troyes. With a Life
and Notes by A. R. Scoble. Portraits.

2 vols.

PLUTARCH'S LIVES. Newly Trans-
lated, with Notes and Life, by A
Stewart, M.A., late Fellow of Trinity
College, Cambridge, and G. Long, M.A.
4 vols.

POETRY OF AMERICA. Selections
from One Hundred Poets, from 1776 to

1876. With Introductory Review, and
Specimens of Negro Melody, by W. J.
Linton. Portrait of W. Whitman.

RACINE'S (Jean) Dramatic Works.
A metrical English version, with Bio-
graphical notice. By R. Bruce Boswell,
M.A., Oxon. Vol. I.

Contents :— The ThebaVd — Alexander
the Great—Andromache—The Litigants—
Britannicus—Berenice.

RAJTKE (L.) History of the PopeSf
their Church and State, and their Conflicts

with Protestantism in the i6th and 17th
Centuries. Trans, by E. Foster. Portraits

of Julius II. (after Raphael), Innocent X.
(after Velasquez), and Clement VII. (after

Titian). 3 vols.

'—— History of Servia. Trans, by Mrs.
Kerr. To which is added. The Slave Pro-
vinces of Turkey, by Cyprien Robert.

History of the Latin and Teu-
tonic Nations. 1494-1514. Trans, by
P. A. Ashworth, translator of Dr. Gneist's

'History of the English Constitution.'

REUMONT (Alfred de),—^S'« Carafas.

REYNOLDS' (Sir J.) Literary Works.
With Memoir and Remarks by H. W.
Beechy. 2 vols.

RICHTER (Jean Paul). Levana,
a Treatise on Education ; together with the

Autobiography, and a short Memoir.— Flower^ Fruit, andThorn Pieces,
or the Wedded Life, Death, and Marriage

of Siebenkaes. Translated by Alex. Ewing.
The only complete English translation.

ROSCOE'S (W.) Life Of Leo X^ with

Notes, Historical Documents, and Disser-

tation on Lucretia Borgia. 3 Portraits.

z vols.

Lorenzo de' IVIedici, called * The
Magnificent,' with Copyright Notes,

Poems, Letters, &c. With Memoir of

Roscoe and Portrait of Lorenzo.

RUSSIA, History of, from the
earliest Period to the Crimean War. By
W. K. Kelly. 3 Portraits. 2 vols.



BONN'S LIBRARIES.

SCHILLER'S Works. 7 vols.

Vol.1.—History oftheThirty Years' War.
Rev. A. J. W. Morrison, M.A. Portrait.

Vol. II.—History of the Revolt in the

Netherlands, the Trials of Counts Egmont
and Horn, the Siege of Antwerp, and the

Disturbance of France preceding the Reign
of Henry IV. Translated by Rev. A. J. W.
Morrison and L. Dora Schmitz.

Vol. III.—Don Carlos. R. D. Boylan
—Mary Stuart. Mellish— Maid of Or-

leans. Anna Swanwick—Bride of Mes-
sina. A. Lodge, M.A. Together with the

Use of the Chorus in Tragedy (a short

Essay). Engravings.
These Dramas are all translated in metre.

Vol. IV.—Robbers—Fiesco—Love and
Intrigue^Demetrius—Ghost Seer—Sport
of Divinity.
The Dramas in this volume are in prose.

Vol. v.—Poems. E. A. Bowring, C.B.

Vol. VI.—Essays, iEsthetical and Philo-

sophical, including the Dissertation on the

Connexion between the Animal and Spiri-

tual in Man.
Vol. VII.— Wallensteins Camp. J.

Churchill. — Piccolomini and Death of

Wallenstein. S. T. Coleridge.—William

Tell. Sir Theodore Martin, K.C.B., LL.D.

SCHILIiEIl and GOETHE. Corre-
spondence between, from a.d. 1794-1805.

With Short Notes by L. Dora Schmitz,

2 vols.

SCHLEGEL'S (F.) Lectures on the
Philosophy of Life and the Philosophy of

Language. By A. J, W. Morrison,

The History ofLiterature, Ancient

and Modem.
The Philosophy of History. With

Memoir and Portrait.

Modern History* with the Lectures
entitled Caesar and Alexander, and The
Beginning of our History. By L. Purcel

and R. H. Whitelock.

Esthetic and Miscellaneons
Works, containing Letters on Christian

Art, Essay on Gothic Architecture, Re-
noarks on the Romance Poetry of the Mid-
dle Ages, on Shakspeare, the Limits of the

Beautiful, and on the Language and Wis-
dom of the Indians. By E. J. Millington.

SCHLEGEL (A. W.) Dramatic Art
and Literature. By J. Black. With Me-
moir by A. J, W. Morrison. Portrait.

SCHUMANN (Robert), His Life and
Works. By A, Reissmann. Trans, by
A. L. Alger.

Early Letters. Translated by May
Herbert.

SHAKESPEARE'S Dramatic Art.
The Hl&tory and Character of Shakspeare's
Plays. By Dr. H. Ulrici. Trans, by L.

Dora Schmitz. 2 vols.

SHAKESPEARE (William). A
Literarv Biography by Karl Elze, Ph.D.,
LL.D. Translated by L, Dora Schmitz. 5^.

SHERIDAN'S Dramatic Works. With
Memoir. Portrait (after Reynolds).

SKEAT (Rev. W. W.)—i'ce Chaucer.

SISMONDFS History of the Litera-
tureofthe South of Europe. With Notes
and Memoir by T. Roscoe. Portraits of
Sismondi and Dante. 2 vols.

The specimens of early French, Italian,

Spanish, and Portugese Poetry, in English
Verse, by Gary and others.

SMITH'S (Adam) The Wealth of
Nations. An Inquiry into the Nature and
Causes of. Reprinted from the Sixth
Edition. With an Introduction by Ernest
Belfort Bax. 2 vols.

SIVHTH'S (Adam) Theory of Moral
Sentiments ; with Essay on the First For-
mation of Languages, and Critical Memoir
byDugald Stewart.

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectures on
Modern History; from the Irruption ofthe
Northern Nations to the close of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 2 vols.

Lectures on the French Revolu-
tion. With Index. 2 vols.

SOUTHET.—5« Cowper, Wesley^ and
{Jllustfated Library) Nelson,

STURM'S Morning Communings
with God, or Devotional Meditations for

Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnstone, M.A.
SULLT. Memoirs of the Duke of,
Prime Minister to Henry the Great. With
Notes and Historical Introduction. 4 Por-
tr^ts. 4 vols.

TAYLOR'S (Bishop Jeremy) Holy
Living and Dying, with Prayers, contain-
ing the Whole Duty of a Christian and the
parts of Devotion fitted to all Occasions.
Portrait.

THIERRY'S Conquest of England by
the Normans ; its Causes, and its Conse-
quences in England and the Continent.
ByW. Hazlitt. With short Memoir. 2 Por-
traits. 2 vols.

TROYE'S (Jean de). — ^« Philip de
Contmines.

XTLRICI ^X,)—See Shakespeare.

VASARI. Livesof the most Eminent
Painters, Sculptors, and Architects. By
Mrs. J. Foster, with selected Notes. Por-
trait. 6 vols., Vol. VI. being an additional
Volume of Notes by J, P. Riehter.

WERNER'S Templars in Cyprus.
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis.

WESLEY, the Life of, and the Rise
and Progress of Methodism. By Robert
Southey. Portrait. 5s.

WHEATLEY, A Rational Illustra-
tion of the Book of Common Prayer, being
the Substance of everything Liturgical in

all former Ritualist Commentators upon the
subject. Frontispiece.

YOUNG (Arthur) Travels in France.
Edited hy Miss Eetham Edwards. With
a Portrait.



HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARIES,

HISTORICAL LIBRARY.
22 Volumes at 5j. each» (52. loj. per set*)

EVELYN'S Diary and Correspond-
dence, with the Private Correspondence of
Charles I. and Sir Edward Nicholas, and
between Sir Edward Hyde (Earl ofClaren-
don) and Sir Richard Browne. Edited from
the Original MSS. by W. Bray, F.A.S.
4 vols. i\r. ^. 45 Engravings (after Van-
dyke, Lely, Kneller, and Jamieson, &c.)<

N.B.—^This edition contains 130 letters

from Evel^ and his wife, contained in no
other edition.

PEPYS' Diary and Correspondence.
With Life and Notes, by Lord Braybrooke.
4 vols. N. S. With Appendix containing
additional Letters, an Index, and 31 En-
gravings (after Vandyke, Sir P. Lely^
Holbein Kneller, &c.).

JESSE'S Memoirs of the Conrt of
England under the Stuarts, including the
Protectorate. 3 vols. With Index and 4s
Portraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c.)-

Memoirs of tbe Pretenders and
their Adherents. 7 Portraits.

NUGENT'S (Lord) Memorials of
Hampden, his Party and Times. With
Memoir. 12 Portraits (after Vandyke
and others).

STRICKLAND'S (Agnes) Lives ofthe
Queens of England from the Norznan
Conquest. From authentic DocamentSt
public and private. 6 Portraits. 6 vols.

N.S.
Life of Mary Queen of Scots.

2 FnCraits. 2 vols.

Lives of the Tndor and Stuart
Princesses. With 2 Portraits.

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY.
17 Vols, at $s. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (3/. igs*perset.]

BACON'S Novum Organum and Ad-
vancement of Learning. With Notes by

J. Devey, M.A.

BAX. A Handbook of the History
of Philosophy, for the use of Students.

By E. Belfort Bax, Editor ef Kant's
' Prolegomena,' 5*.

COMTE'S Philosophy ofthe Sciences.
An Exposition of the Principles of the

Cours de Philosophte Positive. By G. H.
Lewes, Author of ' The Life of Goethe.*

DRAPER (Dr. J. W.) A History of
the Intellectual Development of Europe.
2 vols.

HEGEL'S Philosophy of History. By
J. Sibree, M.A.

KANT'S Critique of Pure Reason.
By J. M. D. Meiklejohn.

Prolegomena and Metaphysical
Foundations of Natural Science, with Bio-

graphy and Memoir by E. Belfort Bax.
Portrait.

LOGIC, or the Science of Inference.
A Popular Manual. By J. Devey.

MILLER (Professor). History FhUo-
sopbicaJly Illustrated, from the Fall of the
Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
With Memoir. 4 vols. 3;. 6d. each.

SCHOPENHAUER on the Fourfold
Root of tlxe Principle of Sufficient Reason,
and on the Will in Nature. Trans. Arom
the German.

SPINOZA'S Chief "Works. Trans, with
Introduction by R. H. M. Elwes. 2 vols.

Vol. I.—Tractatus Theologtco-Politicus
—Political Treatise.

Vol. II.— Improvement of the Under-
handing—Ethics—letters.

TENNEMANN'S Manual of the His-
tory of Philosophy. Trans, by Rev. A.
Johnson, M.A.



BOBN'S LIBRARIES.

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY.
IS Vols, at 5j. each, excepting those marked otherwise. (3/. \y. 6d. per set.)

BLECE. Introdnctlon to the Old
Testament. By Friedrich Bleek. Trans,
under the supervbion of Rev. E. Venables,

Residentiary Canon of Lincoln. 2 vols.

CHILLINGWORTH'S Kellgion of
Protestants. 3;. 6d.

EUSEBrUS. Ecclesiastical History
ofEusebius Pamphilius, Bishop ofCssarea.
Trans, by Rev. C. F. Cruse, M.A. With
Notes, Life, and Chronological Tables.

EVAGRITTS. History of the Chnreh.—See Theodoret.

HARDWICE. History ofthe Articles
of Religion ; to which is added a Series of
Documents from a.d. 1536 to a.d. 1615,

Ed. by Rev. F. Proctor.

HENRY'S (Matthew) Exposition of
the Book of Psalms. Numerous Woodcuts.

PEARSON (John, D.D.) Exposition
of the Creed. Edit, by E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes, Analysis, and Indexes.

FHILO-JUIIiEITS, Works of. The
Contemporary of Josephus. Trans, by
C. D. Yonge. 4 vols.

FHILOSTORGins. EccIesUstlcal
History of.

—

See Sozomen.

SOCRATES' Ecclesiastical History.
Comprising a History of the Church from
Constantine, a.d. 305; to the 3Sth year of
Theodosius II. With Short Account of
the Author, and selected Notes.

SOZOMEN'S Ecclesiastical History.
A.D. 324-440. With Notes, Prefatory Re-
marks by Valesius, and Short Memoir.
Together with the Ecclesiastical His
TORY OF PHILOSTOsGlus^as epitomised by
Photius. Trans, by Rev. E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes and brief Life.

THEODORET and EVASRinS. His-
tories of the Church from a.d. 332 to the
Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia, a.d.

437 ; and from a.d. 431 to a.d. 544. With
Memoirs.

WIESELER'S (Earl) Chronological
Synopsis of the Four Gospels. Trans, by
Rev. Canon Venables.

ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.
35 Vols, at 5^. each, (8/. iSs.perset,)

ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE. — See
Bede.

ASSERTS Life of Alfred.—6*^^ Six O. E.
Chronicles.

BEDE'S (Venerable) Ecclesiastical
History of England. Together with the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. With Notes,
Short Life, Analysis, and Map. Edit, by
J. A. Giles, D.C.L.

BOETHIUS'S Consolation of Philo-
sophy. King Alfred's Anglo-Saxon Ver-

sion of. With an English Translation on
opposite pages, Notes, Introduction, and
Glossary, by Rev. S. Fox, M.A. To
which is added the Anglo-Saxon Version of

the Metres of Boethius, with a free

Translation by Martin F. Tapper, D.C.L,

BRAND'S Popular Antiquities of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Illus-

trating the Origin of our Vulgar and Pro-
vincial Customs, Ceremonies, and Super-
stitions. By Sir Henry Ellis, K.H., F.R.S.
Frontispiece. 3 vols.

CHRONICLES of the CRUSADES.
Contemporary Narratives of Richard Coeur
de Lion, b^ Richard of Devizes and Geof-
frey de Vinsauf ; and of the Crusade at
Saint Louis, by Lord John de Joinville.
With Short Notes. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

DYER'S (T. F. T.) British Popular
Customs, Present and Past. An Account
of the various Games and Customs asso-
ciated with different Days of the Year in
the British Isles, arranged according to the
Calendar. By the Rev. T. F. Thiselton
Dyer, M.A.

EARLY TRAVELS IN PALESTINE.
Comprising the Narratives of Arculf,

WiUibald.Bemard, Saewulf, Sigurd, Ben-
jamin of Tudela, Sir John Maundeville,
De la Brocqui^e, and Maundrell ; all un-
abridged. With Introduction and Notes
by Thomas Wright__M-arL nf.lenisaleau



AANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.

ELLIS (G.) Specimens of Early En-
glish Metrical Romances, relatins; to

Arthur, Merlin, Guy of Warwick, Richard
Cceur de Lion, Charlemagne, Roland, &c.
&c. With Historical Introduction by J. O-
Halliwell, F.R.S. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

ETHEL'WERD, Chronicle of,— See
Six O. E. Chronicles*

FLORENCE OF ^VORCESTER'S
Chronicle, with the Two Continuations :

comprising Annals of English History
from the Departure of the Romans to the
Reign of Edward I. Trans., with Notes,
by Thomas Forester, M.A.

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E, Chronicles.

GESTA ROMANORUM, or Enter.
taining Moral Stories invented by the

Monks. Trans, with Notes by the Rev.
Charles Swan. Edit, by W. Hooper, M.A.

GILDAS. Chronicle of.—See Six O. E.
Chronicles.

GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS' Histori-
cal Works. Containing Topography of

Ireland, and History of the Conquest of

Ireland, by Th. Forester, M.A. Itinerary

through Wales, and Description of Wales,

by Sir R. Colt Hoare.

HENRY OF HUNTINGDON'S His-
tory of the English, from the Roman In-

vasion to the Accession of Henry II.

;

with the Acts of King Stephen, and the

Letter to Walter. By T. Forester, M.A.
Frontispiece from au old MS.

INGULPH'S Chroniclesof the Abbey
of Croyland, with the Continuation by
Peter of Blois and others. Trans, with

Notes bv H. T. Riley, B.A.

EEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Fairy My-
thology, illustrative of the Romance and
Superstition of Various Countries. Frontis-

piece bv Cruikshank.

LEPSIUS'S Letters from Egypt,
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai ; to

which are added, Extracts from his

Chronology of the Egyptians, with refer-

ence to the Exodus of the Israelites. By
L. and J. B. Horner. Mapsand Coloured
View of Mount Barkal.

MALLET'S Northern Antiquities, or
an Historical Account of the Manners,
Customs, Religions, and Literature of the

Ancient Scandmavians. Trans, by Bishop
Percy. With Translation of the Prose
Edda, and Notes by J. A. Blackwell.

Also an Abstract of the ' E^Tbyggia Saga

'

by Sir Walter Scott. With Glossary

and Coloured Frontispiece.

MARCO POLO'S Travels ; with Notes
and Introduction. Edit, by T. Wright.

MATTHEW PARIS'S EngUsh His-
tory, from 1235 'o 1273. By Rev. J. A.
Giles, B.C.L. With Frontispiece. 3 vols.

—

See also Roger of Wendover.

MATTHEW OF WESTMINSTER'S
Flowers of History, especially such as re-

late to the aSairs of Britain, from the be-
ginning of the World to a.d. 1307, By
C. D. Yonge. 2 vols.

NENNIUS. Chronicle of.— 6'« Six
O. E. Chronicles^

ORDERICUSVITALIS' Ecclesiastical
History of England and Normandy. With
NoteS} Introduction of Guizot, and the
Critical Notice of M. Delille, by T.
Forester, M.A. To which is added the
Chronicle of St. Evroult. With Gene-
ral and Chronological Indexes. 4 vols.

PAULI'S (Dr. R.} Life of Alftred the
Great. To which is appended Alfred's
Anglo-Saxon Version of Orosius. With
literal Translation interpaged. Notes, and
an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Glossary,
by B. Thorpe, Esq. Frontispiece.

RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

ROGER DE HOVEDEN'S Annals of
English History, comprising the History
of England and of other Countries of Eu-
rope from a.d. 733 to a.d. 1201. With
Notes by H, T. RUey, B.A. 2 vols.

ROGER OF W^NpOVER'S Flowers
of History, comprising the History of
Engiand from the Descent of the Saxons to
A.D. 1235, formerly ascribed to Matthew
Paris. With Notes and Index by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. 2 vols.

SIX OLD ENGLISH CHROmCLES :

viz., Asser's Life of Alfred and the Chroni
cles of Ethelwerd, GUdas, Nennius, Geof-
frey of Monmouth, and Richard of Ciren-
cester. Edit., with -Notes, by J. A. Giles,

D.C.L. Portrait ot Alfred;

WILLIAM OF MALMESBURT'S
Chronicle of the Kings of England, from
the Earliest Period to King Stephen. By
Rev. J. Sharpe. With Notes by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. Frontispiece.

TULE-TIDE STORIES. A Collection

of Scandinavian and North-German Popu-
lar Tales and Traditions, from the Swedish,
Danish, and German. Edit, by B. Thorpe.



BOHN'S LIBRARIES.

ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY.
84 Vols, at 5J. eack, excepting those marked otherwise, (20/. i8j, 6d. per set.)

AIXEN'S (Joseph, R.N.) Battles of
the British Navy. Revised edition, with
Indexes of Names and Events, and 57 Por-
traits and Flans. 2 vols.

ANCERSEN'S Danish Fairy Tales.
By Caroline Peachey. With Short Life

and 120 Wood Engravings.

ARIOSTO'S Orlando Furioso. In
EnglLsh Verse bj; W. S. Rose. With Notes
and Short Memoir. Portrait after Titian,

and 24 Steel Engravings. 2 vols.

BECHSTEIN'S Cage and Chamber
Birds : their Natural History, Habits, &c.
Together with Sweet's British War-
blers. 43 Coloured Plates and Woodcuts.

BONOMI'S Nineveh and Its Palaces.
The Discoveries of Botta and Layard
applied to the Elucidation of Holy Writ.

7 Plates and 294 Woodcuts.

BUTLER'S Hudlbras, with Variorum
Notes and Biography. Portrait and 28
Illustrations.

GATTERMOIiE'S Evenings at Had-
don Hall. Romantic Tales of the Olden
Times. With 24 Steel Engravings after

Cattermole.

CHINA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, with some account of Ava and
the Burmese, Siam, and Anam. Map, and
nearly xoo Illustrations.

CRAIK'S (G. L.) Fnrsnlt of Know-
ledge under Difficulties. Illustrated by
Anecdotes and Memoirs. Numerous Wood-
cut Portraits.

GRUIKSHANK'S Three Courses and
a Dessert ; comprising three Sets of Tales,
West Country, Irish, and Legal ; and a
Melange. With 50 Illustrations by Cruik-
shank.

Punch and Judy. The Dialogue of
the Puppet Show ; an Accountof its Origin,
&c. 24 Illustrations and Coloured Plates
by Cruikshank.

DIDRON'S Christian Iconography;
a History of Christian Art in the Middle
Ages. By the late A. N. Didron. Trans,
by E. J. Millington, and completed, with
Additions and Appendices, by Margaret
Stokes. 2 vols. With numerous Illustrations.

Vol. I. The History of the Nimbus, the
Aureole, and the Glor^r ; Representations
of the Persons of the Trinity.

Vol. II. The Trinity; Angels; Devils;
The Soul ; The Christian Scheme. Appen-
cMces.

DANTE, in English Verse, by I. C. Wright,
M.A. With Introduction and Memoir.
Portrait and 34 Steel Engravings after

Flaxman.

DYER (Dr. T. H.) Pompeii: its Build-
in^s and Antiquities. An Account of the
City, with full Description of the Remains
and Recent Excavations, and an Itinerary
for Visitors. By T. H. Dyer, LL.D.
Nearly 300 Wood Engravings, Map, and
Plan. 7J. 6d.

Rome: History of the City, with
Introduction on recent Excavations. 8
Engravings, Frontispiece, and 2 Maps.

6I]L BLAS. The Adventures of.
From the French of Lesage by Smollett.

24 Engravings after Smirke, and 10 Etch-
ings by Cruikshank. 612 pages. 6s.

GRIMM'S Gammer Grethel; or, Ger.
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stories,
containing 42 Fairy Tales. By Edgar
Taylor. Numerous Woodcuts after Cruik-
shank and Ludwig Grimm. 3J. 6d.

HOLBEIN'S Dance of Death and
Bible Cuts. Upwards of 150 Subjects, en-
graved in facsimile, with Introduction and
Descriptions by the late Francis Douce
and Dr. Dibdin.

HOWITT'S (Mary) Pictorial Calen-
dar of the Seasons ; embodying Aikin's
Calendar of Nature. Upwards of 100
Woodcuts.

INDIA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, from the Earliest Times. 100
Engravings on Wood and Map.

JESSE'S Anecdotes of Dogs. With
40 Woodcuts after HarveVi Bewick, and
others ; and 34 Steel Engravings after
Cooper and Landseer.

KING'S (C. W.) Natural History of
Gems or Decorative Stones. Illustra-

tions. 6s.

Natural History of Precious
Stones and Metals. Illustrations. 6s.

KITTO'S Scripture Lands. Described
in a series of ^ Historical, Geographical,
and Topographical Sketches. 42 coloured
Maps.

KRUMMACHER'S Parables. 40 HIus-
trations.

LINDSAY'S (Lord) Letters on Egypt.
Edom, and the Holy Land. 36 Wooa
Engravings and 2 Maps.



ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY, n

LODGE'S Portraits of lUnstrloiiB
Personages of Great Britain, with Bio-
graphical and Historical Memoirs. 240
Portraits engraved on Steel, with the
respective Biographies unabridged. Com-
plete in 8 vcds.

LONGFEIXO^V'S Poetical Works,
including his Translations and Notes. 24
full-page Woodcats by Birket Foster and
others, and a Portrait.

Without the Illustrations, 3J. %d.

Prose Works. With 16 full-page

Woodcuts by Birket Foster and others.

LOUDON'S (Mrs.) Entertaining Na-
turalist. Popular Descriptions, Tales, and
Anecdotes, of more than 500 Animals.
Numerous Woodcuts.

MARRYAT'S (Capt., R.N.) Master-
man Ready ; or, the Wreck of the Pacific,

(Written for Young People.) With 93
Woodcuts. 35. ^d.

Mission; or, Scenes in AAica.
(Written for Young People.) Illustrated

by Gilbert and Dal^iel. 3^. td.

Pirate and Three Cutters. (Writ-
ten for Young People.) With a Memoir.
8 Steel Engravings after Clarkson Stan-
field, R.A. 3*. 6^;.

Prlvateersman. Adventures by Sea
and Land One Hundred Years Ago.
(Written for Young People.) 8 Steel En-
gravings, -^s. td.

Settlers in Canada. (Written for

Young People.) 10 Engravings by Gilbert

and Dalziel. 3;. td,

Poor Jack, (Written for Young
People.) With x6 Illustrations after Clark-
son Stanfield, R.A. 3;. td.

Zilidsliipnian Easy. With 8 full-

page Illustrations. Small post 8vo. 3J. td.

Peter Simple. With 8 full-page Illus-

trations. Small post 8vo. 3;. 6d.

MAX'WELL'S Victories of Welling-
ton and the British Armies. Frontispiece

and 4 Portraits.

MICHAEL ANGELO and RAPHAEL,
Their Lives and Works. By Du^pa and
Quatremere de Quincy. Portraits and
Engravings, including Uie Last Judgment,
and Cartoons.

MILLER'S History of the Anglo-
Saxons, from the Earliest Period to the
Norman Conquest. Portrait ofAlfred, Map
of Saxon Britain, and 12 Steel Engravings.

MUDIE'S History of British Birds.
Revised by W. C. L. Martin. 52 Figures of
Birds jand 7 coloured Plates of Eggs.
2 vols.

NAVAL and MILITART HEROES
of Great Britain ; a Record of British
Valonr on every Day in the year, from
WilHam the Conqueror to the Battle of
Inkermann. By Major Johns, R.M., and
Lieut. P. H. Nicolas, R.M. Indexes. 94
Portraits after Holbein, Reynolds, &c. ts.

NICOLINI'S History of the Jesnits :

thur Origin, Progress, Doctrines, and De-
signs. 8 Portraits.

PETRARCH'S Sonnets, Triumphs,
and other Poems, in English Verse. With
Life by Thomas Campbell. Portrait and
IS Steel Engravings.

PICKERING'S History of the Races
of Man, and their Geographical Distribu-
tion ; with An Analytical Synopsis of
THE Natural History of Man. By Dr.
Hall. Map of the World and 12 coloured
Plates

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK OF
Modem (^ography on a Pojjular Plan.
Compiled fromthe best Authorities, Engfisfa
and Foreign, by H. G. Bohn. 150 Wood-
cuts and 51 coloured Maps.

Without the Maps, 35. td.

POPE'S Poetical "Works, including
Translations. Edit., with Notes, by R.
Carruthers. 2 vols.

Homer's Iliad, with Introduction
and Notes by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
With Flaxman's Designs.

Homer's Odyssey, with the Battle
OF Frogs and Mice, Hymns, &&« by
other translators including Chapman. In-
troduction and Notes by J[. S. Watson,
M.A. With Flaxman's Designs.

' Life, including many of his Letters.
By R. Carruthers. Numerous Illustrations.

POTTERY AND PORCELAIN, and
other objects of Vertu. Comprising an
Illustrated Catalogue of the Beraol Col-
lection, with the prices and names of the
Possessors. Also an Introductory Lecture
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an Engraved
List of all Marks and Monograms. By
H. G. Bohn. Numerous Woodcuts.

With coloured Illustrations, lor. &/.

PROirrS (Father) Rellqnes. Edited
b^ Rev. F. Mahony. Copyright edition,
with the Author's last corrections asd
additions. 21 Etchings by D. MacUse,
R.A. Nearly 600 pages.

RECREATIONS IN SHOOTING. With
some Account of the Game found in the
British Isles,and Directions for theManage-
ment of Dog and Gun. By ' Craven.' 62
Woodcuts and 9 Steel Engravings after
A. Cooper, R.A.
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RENKIE. Insect Architectnre, Re-
vised by Rev. J- G. Wood, M.A. 186
Woodcuts.

ROBINSON CRUSOE. With Memoir of
Defoe, 12 Steel Engravings and 74 Wood-
cuts after Stothard and Harvey.— Without the EngravingSj v- 6d.

ROME IN THE lONETEENTH CEN-
tury. An Account in 1817 of the Ruins 2f
the Ancient City, and Monuments ofModem
Times. By C. A. Eaton. 34 Steel En-
gravings. 2 vols.

SHARPE (S.) The History of Egypt,
from the Earliest Times till the Conquest
by the Arabs, A.D. 640. 2 Maps and up-
wards of 400 Woodcuts. 2 vols.

SOUTHEY'S Life of Nelson. With
Additional Notes, Facsimiles of Nelson's
Writing, Portraits, Flans, and 50 Engrav-
ings, after Birket Foster, &c.

STARUNCTS (Miss) Noble Deeds of
Women; or, Examples ofFemale Courage,
Fortitude, and Virtue. With 14 Steel Por-
traits.

STUART and REVETT*S Antiquities
ofAthens, and other Monuments of Greece;
with Glossary of Terms used in Grecian
Architecture. 71 Steel Plates and numerous
Woodcuts.

SWEET'S British Warblers. ss.—See
Bechstein.

TALES OF THE GENH ; or, the
' Delightful Lessons of Horam, the Son of
Asmar. Trans, by Sir C. Morrell, Numer-
ous Woodcuts.

TASSO'S Jerusalem Delivered. In
English Spenserian Verse, with Life, by
J. H. WifFen. With 8 Engravings and 24
Woodcuts.

WALEER^S IVIauly Exercises; con-
taining Skating, Riding, Driving, Hunting,
Shootmg, Sailing, Rowing, Swinuning, &c.
44 Engravings and numerous Woodcuts.

WALTON'S Complete Angler, or the
Contemplative Man's Recreation, by Izaak
Walton and Charles Cotton. With Me-
moirs and Notes by E. Jesse. Also an
Account of Fishing Stations, Tackle, &c.

,

by H. G. Bohn. Portrait and 203 Wood-
cuts, and 26 Engravings on Steel.

Lives ofDonne,Wotton. Hooker,
&c., with Notes. A New Edition, re-

vised by A. H. Sullen, with a Memoir
of Izaak Walton by William Dowling. 6

Portraits, 6 Autograph Sienatures, &c.

WELLINGTON, Life of. From the
Materials of Maxwell. x8 Steel En-
gravings.

Victories of,

—

See Maxwell.

WXSTROPP (H. M.) A Handbook of
ArchjEology, Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan,
Roman. ^

By H. M. Westropp. Numerous
Illustrations.

WHITE'S Natural History of Sel-
bome, with Observations on various Parts
of Nature, and the Naturalists' Calendar.
Sir W. Jardine. Edit., with Notes and
Memoir, by E. Jesse. 40 Portraits and
coloured Plates.

CLASSICAL LIBRARY.
Translations from the Greek and Latin.

103 Vols, at ^5. each^ excepting those marked othet-wise. (2^L 4s. 6d. per set.)

£SCHTLUS , The Dramas of. In
English Verse by Anna Swanwick. 4th
edition.

The Tragedies of. In Prose, with
Notes and Introduction, by T. A. Buckley,
B.A. Portrait. 3;. 6d.

ABIMLANUS MARCELLINUS. His-
tory of Rome durm^ the Reigns of Con-
stantius, Julian, Jovianu5,Valentinian, and
Valens, by C. D. Yonge, B.A. Double
volume. . js. td.

ANTONINUS (M. AnreUus)i The
Thoughts of. Translated literally, with
Notes, Biographical Sketch, and Essay on
the Philosophy, by George Long, M.A.

APC LLONITTS RHODIUS. ' The Ar-
goiiautica.' Translated by E. P.Coleridge.

APCJLEIUS, The Works of. Com-
prising the Golden Ass, God of Socrates,
Florida, and Discourse of Magic. With
a Metrical Version of Cupid and Psyche,
and Mrs. Tighe's Psyche. Frontis
piece.



CLASSICAL LIBJiARV. IS

ARISTOPHANES' Comedies. Trans.,

with Notes and Extracts from Frere's and
other Metrical Versions, by W. J. Hickie.
Portrait. 2 vols.

ARISTOTLE'S Nlcomachean EtMcs.
Trans., with Notes, Analytical Introduc-
tion, and Questions for Students, by Ven.
Archdn. Browne.

— Politics and Economics, Trans.,

with Notes, Analyses, and Index, by E.
Walford, M.A., and an Essay and Life by
Dr. Gillies.— Metaphysics. Trans,, with^ Notes,
Analysis, and Examination Questions, by
Rev. John H. M'Mahon, M.A.— History ofAnimals. In Ten Books.
Trans., with Notes and Index, by B..

Cresswell, M.A.— Organon ; or. Logical Treatises, and
the Introduction of Porphyry. With Notes,
Analysis, and Introduction, by Rev. O.
F. Owen, M.A. 2 vols. sr. 6d. each.

.^ Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans., with
Hobbes' Analysis, Exam. Questions, and
Notes, by T. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

ATHENiEUS. The Oelpnosophlsts
;

or, the Banquet of the Learned. By C. D.
Yonge, B.A. With an Appendix of Poeti-

cal Fragments. 3 vols.

ATIiAS of Classical Geography. 22

large Coloured Maps. With a complete
Index. Imp. 8vo. 7^. td,

BION.—5cc Tkeocritus.

CiESAR. Commentaries on the
Gallic and Civil Wars, with the Supple-

mentary Books attributed to Hirlius, in-

cluding the complete Alexandrian, African,

and Spanish Wars. Trans, with Notes.

Portrait.

CATXTLLUS, Tlbnllns, and the Vigil
of Venus. Trans, with Notes and Bio-

graphical Introduction. To which are

added. Metrical Versions by Lamb,
Grainger, and others. Frontispiece.

CICERO'S Orations. Trans, by C. D.
Yonge, B.A. 4 vols.

On Orator7 and Orators. With
Letters to Quintus and Brutus. Trans.,

with Notes, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.

On the Nature of the Sods, Divi-

nation, Fate, Laws, a Republic, Consul-

ship. Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge,
B.A.— Academics, De Finibus, and Tuscu-
lan Questions. By C. D. Yonge, B.A.
With Sketch of the Greek Philosophers
mentioned by Cicero.

CICERO'S OreMonBi—Cmiinued.
Offices : or, Moral Duties. Cato

Major, an Essay on Old Age ; Lslius, an
Essay on Friendship ; Scipio's Dream

;

Paradoxes ; Letter to Quintus on Magis-
trates. Trans., with Notes, by C. R. Ed-
monds. Portrait, v- ^^

DEMOSTHENES' Orations. Trans.,
with Notes, Arguments, a Chronological
Abstract, and Appendices, by C. Rann
Kennedy. 5 vols.

DICTIONART ofLATINandGREEK
Quotations ; including Proverbs, Maxims,
Mottoes, Law Tenns and Phrases. With
the Quantities marked, and English Trans-
lations. With Index Verborum (622 pages).

Index Verborum to the above, with the
Quantities and Accents marked (56 pages),
limp cloth. IS.

DIOGENES LAERTTUS. Lives and
Opinions of the Ancient Philosophers.
Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge, B.A.

EPICTETUS. The Discourses of.
With the Encheiridion and Fragments.
With Notes, Life, and View of his Philo-

sophy, by George Lon^, M.A.

EURIPIDES. Trans., with Notes and In-

troduction, by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 2 vols.

GREEK ANTHOLOGT. In English
Prose by G. Burges, M.A. With Metrical
Versions by Bland, Merivale, Lord Den-
man, &c.

GREEK ROMANCES of Hellodoras,

i

Longus, and Achilles Tatius; viz., The

I

Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea

;

Amours of Daphnis and Chloe ; and Loves
I

of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans., with

j
Notes, by Rev. R. Smith, M.A.

HERODOTUS. Literally trans, by Rev.
Henry Gary, M.A. Portrait.

HESIOD, CALLIMACHUS, and
Theognis. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Notices by Rev. J. Banks,
M.A. Together with the Metrical Ver-
sions of Hesiod, by Elton; Callimachus,
by Tytler ; and Theognis, by Frere.

HOMER'S mad. In English Prose, with
Notes by T. A. Bnckley, B.A. Portrait.

Odysseyi Hymns, Epigrams, and
Battle of the Frogs and Mice. In English
Prose, with Notes and Memoir by T. A.
Buckley, B.A.

HORACE. In Prose by Smart, with Notes
selected by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 3^. 6d.

JULIAN THE EMPEROR. By the
Rev. C. W. King, M.A.



i6 BONN'S LIBRARIES,

JUSTIN, CORNELIUS NEFOS, and
Eutropius. Trans., with NoteSi by Rev.
J. S. Watson, M.A.

JUVENAL, PERSIUS, SULPICIA,
and Lucilius. In Prose, with Notes,
Chronological Tables^ Arguments, by L.
Evans, M.A. To which is added the Me-
trical Version of Juvenal and Persius by
GifFord. Frontispiece.

LIVT. The History of Rome. Trans,
by Dr. Spillan and others. 4 vols. Por-
trait.

LUCAN'S Pharsalia. In Prose, with
Notes by H. T. RUey.

^UCIAN'S Dialogues of the Grods,
of the Sea Gods, and of the Dead. Trans,
by Howard WiUiams, M.A.

LUCRETIUS. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Introduction by Rev. J. S.
Watson, M.A. To which is added the
Metrical Version by J. M. Good.

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. In
Prose, with Verse Translations selected
from English Poets, and other sources.

Dble. vol. (670 pages), js. 6d.

MOSCHUS.—5« Theocritus.

OVID'S Works, complete. In Prose,
with Notes and Introduction. 3 vols.

PAUSANIAS' Description of Greece.
Translated into English, with Notes and
Index. By Arthur Richard Shilleto, M.A.,
sometime Scholar of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. 2 vols.

FHALARIS. Bentley'e Dissertations
upon the Epistles of Phalaris, Themisto-
cles, Socrates, Euripides, and the Fables
of ^sop. With Introduction and Notes
by Prof. W. Wagner, Ph.D.

PINDAR. In Prose, with Introduction
and Notes by Dawson W. Turner. To-
gether with the Metrical Version by Abra-
ham Moore. Portrait.

PLATO'S Works. Trans., with Intro-

duction and Notes. 6 vols.

Dialogues. A Summary and Analysis
of. With Analytical Index to the Greek
text of modem editions and to the above
translations, by A. Day, LL.D. I

PLAUTUS'S Comedies. In Prose, with
Notes and Index by H. T. Riley, B.A.
2 vols.

PLINY'S Natural History. Trans.,
with Notes, by J. Bostock, M.D., F.R.S.,
and H. T. Riley, B.A. 6 vols.

FLINT. The Letters of Pliny the
Younger. Melmoth's Translation, revised,

with Notes and short Life, by Rev. F. C.
T. Bosanquet, M.A.

PLUTARCH'S Morals. Theosophical
Essays. Trans, by C. W. King, M.A.

«—— Ethical Essays. Trans, by A. R,
Shilleto, M.A.

—^ Lives. Seepage 7.

PROPERTIUS, The Elegies of. With
Notes, Literally translated by theRev^. P.

J. F. Gantillon, M.A., with metrical ver-
sions of Select Elegies by Nott and Elton.
3J. 6d.

QUINTILIAN'S Institutes ofOratory.
Trans., with Notes and Biographical
Notice, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
2 vols.

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEIUS
Paterculus. Trans., with Notes and Bio-
graphical Notices, by J. S. Watson, M.A.

SENECA DE BENEFICUS. Newly
translated by Aubrey Stewart, M.A.
3^. 6d.

SENECA'S Minor Essays. Translated
by A. Stewart, M.A,

SOPHOCLES. The Tragedies of. In
Prose, with Notes, Arguments, and Intro-

duction. Portrait.

STBABO'S Geography. Trans., with
Notes, by W, Falconer, M.A., and H. C.
Hamilton. Copious Index, giving Ancient
and Modem Names. 3 vols.

SUETONIUS' Lives of the Twelve
Caesars and Lives of the Grammarians.
The Translation of Thomson, revised, with
Notes, by T. Forester.

TACITUS. The Works of. Trans.,
with Notes. 2 vols.

TERENCE and FH£DRUS. In Eng-
lish Prose, with Notes and Arguments, by
H. T. Riley, B.A. To which is added
Smart's Metrical Version of Phaedrus.
With Frontispiece.

THEOCRITUS, BION, MOSCHUS,
and Tyrtseus. In Prose, with Notes and
Arguments, by Rev. J. Banks, M.A. To
which are appended the Metrical Ver*
SIGNS of Chapman. Portrait of Theocritus.

THUCYDIDES, The Feloponnesian
War. Trans., with Notes, by Rev. H.
Dale. Portrait. 2 vols. 3;. 6d. each.

TYRT^US.—J« Theocritus.

VIRGIL. The "Works of. In Prose,
with Notes by Davidson. Revised, with
additional Notes and Biographical Notice,
by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 3J. td.

XENOFHON'S Works. Trans., with
Notes, by J. S. Watson, M.A., and others.

Portrait. In 3 vols.
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COLLEGIATE SERIES.
10 Vols, at 5j. each, (2/, lor. per set.)

DANTE. The Inferno. Prose Trans.,
with the Text of the Original on the same
page, and Explanatory Notes, by John
A. Carlyle, M,D. Portrait.

The Pnrgatorio. Prose Trans., with
the Original on the same page, and Ex-
planatory Notes, by W. S. Dugdale.

NEW TESTAMENT (The) in Greek.
Griesbach's Text, with the Readings of

Mill and Scholz at the foot of the page, and
Parallel References in the margin. Also a
Critical Introduction and Chronological
Tables. Two Fac-similes of Greek Manu-
scripts. 650 pages. 3^. bd.

or bound up with a Greek and English
Lexicon to the New Testament (250 pages
additional, making in all 900^. 5;

.

The Lexicon may be had separately,

price zs.

DOBREE'S Adversaria. (Notes on the
Greek and Latin Classics.) Edited by the
late Prof. Wagner. 2 vols.

DONALDSON (Dr.) The Theatre of
the Greeks. With Supplementary Treatise
on the Language, Metres, and Prosody of
the Greek Dramatists. Numerous Illas*

trations and 3 Flans. Sy J. W. Donald-
son, D.D.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Mythologry
of Ancient Greece and Italy. Revised by
Leonhard Schmitz, Ph.D., LL.D. 12
Plates.

HERODOTUS, Notes on. Original
and Selected from the best Commentators.
By D. W. Turner, M.A. Coloured Map.

Analysis and Summary of, with
a Synchronistical Table of Events—Tables
of Weights, Measures, Money, and Dis-
tances— an Outline of the History and
(Jeography—and the Dates completedfrom
(5aisford, Baehr, &c. By J. T. Wheeler.

THUCYDIDES. An Analysis and
Summary of. With Chronological Table
of Events, &c., by J. T. Wheeler.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY.
51 Vols, at 5J. eackf excepting those marked otherwise. (13/. gj. 6d.

ISASSIZ and GOTTI.D. Ontline of BRIDGE'WATER TRE
per set, )

AGASSIZ and GOULD. Ontline of
Comparative Physiology touching the

Structure and Development of the Races
ofAnimals living and extinct. For Schools
and Colleges. Enlarged b^ Dr. Wright.
With Index and 300 Illustrative Woodcuts.

BOLLEY'S Manual of Technical
Analysis; a Guide for the Testing and
Valuation of the various Natural and
Artificial Substances employed in the Arts
and Domestic Economy, founded on the
work of Dr. Bolley. Edit, by Dr. Paul.
TOO Woodcuts.

BRIDGEWATER TREATISES.
Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand

;

its Mechanism and Vital Endowments, as
evincing Design. Preceded by an Account
of the Author's Discoveries in the Nervous
System by A. Shaw. Numerous Woodcuts.

Eirhy on the History, Habits,
and Instincts of Animals. With Notes by
T. Rymer Jones, zoo Woodcuts. 2 vols.— WhewelPs Astronomy and
General Physics, considered with reference

to Natural Theology. Portrait of the Earl
(^ Eridgewater. 3;. 6^.

BRIDGE'WATER TREATI5ES.-
Continued.— Chalmers on the Adaptation of

External Nature to the Moral and Intel-

lectual Constitution ofMan. With Memoir
by Rev. Dr. Cumming. Portrait.

Front's Treatise on Chemistry,
Meteorology, and the Function of Diges-
tion, widi reference to Natural Theology.
Edit, by Dr. J. W. Griffith. 2 Maps.

Bnckland's Geology and Miner-
alogy. With Additions by Prof. Owea,
Prof. Phillips, and R. Brown. Memoir of

Buckland. Portrait. 2 vols. 151-. Vol. I.

Text. Vol. II. 90 large plates with letter-

press.

Roget's Animal and Vegetable
Physiology. 463 Woodcuts. 2 vols. ts.

each.

Kidd on the Adaptation of Ex.
temal Nature to the Physical Condition of
Man. 3^. 6c/.

CARPENTER'S (Dr. W. B.) Zoologyr
A Systematic View of the Structure, Ha-
bits, Instincts, and Uses of the principal
Families of the Animal Kingdom, and of

the chief Forms of Fossil Remains. Re-
vised by W. S. Dallas, F.L,S. Numerous
Woodcuts. 2 vols. 6s. each.
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CARPENTER'S Vror^B.^ConizHMd.
IMechanlcal FhUosopliy, Astro-

nomy, and Horology. A Popular Expo-
sition. i8i Woodcuts.

Vegetable Physiology and Sys-
tematic Botany. A complete Introduction
to the Knowledge of Plants. Revised by
E. Lankester, M.D., &c. Numerous
Woodcuts. 65.

Animal Physiology. Revised Edi-
tion. 300 Woodcuts. 6s.

CHEVRETTL on Colour. Containing
the Principles of Harmony and Contrast
of Colours, and their Application to the
Arts ; including Fainting, Decoration,
Tapestries, Carpets, Mosaics, Glazing,
Staining, Calico Printing, Letterpress
Printing, Map Colouring, Dress, land-
scape and Flower Gardening, &c. Trans,
by C. Martel. Several Plates.

With an additional series of 16 Plates
in Colours, 7^. 6(i,

ENNEMOSER'S History of Magic.
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THE JEWISH WAR,

OK, THE

HISTOEY OF THE DESTKUCTION OF

JEETJSALEM.

BOOK V.

CONTAINING THE INTEKVAL OF NEABLT SIX MONTHS.

FKOM THE COMING OP TITUS TO BESIEGE JEBTTSALEM,

TO THE GREAT EXTKEMITT TO WHICH THE JEWS WERE
REDUCED.

CHAP. I.

Concerning the Factions at Jerusalem ; and the terrible

Miseries that afflicted the City owing to them.

§1-

WHEN Titus had marched over the desert which lies

between Egypt and Syria in the forementioned

maimer, he arrived at Csesarea, having resolved to con-

centrate his forces there, before he began the war. Now
while he was assisting his father at Alexandria to get firmly

settled in the empire which had been newly conferred upon

him by Grod, it so happened that the civil strife at Jeru-

salem revived, and formed three factions, and each faction

fought against the others, which in such evil cases may
be said to be a good thing and the result of justice. Now
the attack the Zealots made upon the people, which was

the cause of the city's destruction, has been set forth already

V. B
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in an accurate manner, as also wiience it arose, and what a

height of mischief it grew to. But for the present sedition,

one would not be wrong if one called it a sedition begot-

ten by another sedition, and like a wild beast grown mad,
which, for want of food from without, fell at last to eating

its own flesh.

§ 2. For Eleazar, the son of Simon, who first separated

the Zealots from the people, and made them retire into the
temple, appeared very angry at John's daily outrages
upon the people (for he never left off murdering), but
the truth was that he could not bear to submit to a tyrant
who was later in point of time than himself. So being
desirous of gaining the entire power and dominion for him-
self, he severed his connection with John, and formed a party
consisting of Judas the son of Chelcias, and Simon the son
of Ezron, who were influential persons, and Ezekias the
son of Chobari, a person of eminence. Each of these were
accompanied by a great many of the Zealots, and they seized

upon the inner court of the temple, and placed their arms
over the holy gates and upon the sacred fronts. And as

they had plenty of provisions they were of good courage
(for there was a great abundance of what was consecrated
to sacred uses for such as scrupled not to make use of

them), but they were afraid on account of their small
numbers, and when they had laid up their arms there, they
did not stir from the spot. As to John, whatever advantage
he had over Eleazar in the number of his followers, he had
as much disadvantage in the situation he was in ; for as he
had his enemies over his head, he could not make any assault

upon them without loss, yet his anger was too great to let

him be at rest. And although he suffered more mischief
from Eleazar and his party than he could inflict iipon

them, yet he would not leave off assaulting them, so that

there were continual sallies and hurling of missiles against

one another, and the temple was defiled everywhere with
slaughter.

§ 3. And now Simon, the son of Gioras, whom the people
had invited in, hoping for his assistance in the great dis-

tresses they were in, but finding a tyrant, having in his

power the upper city and a great part of the lower,

made more effective assaults upon John and his party.
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because they too were fought against from above. Tor
be was beneath, them when he attacked them, as they were
beneath those above them. And John, being fought
against on both sides, did easily both receive and inflict

great damage, and the same advantage that Eleazar and
his party had over him, since he was beneath them, had
he by his higher situation over Simon, so that he easily

repelled the attacks that were made from below by weapons
thrown by the hand only ; but was obliged to repel those
that threw their darts from the temple above him by his

engines of war : for he had many engines which threw
darts and javelins and stones, and that in no small num-
ber, by which he not only kept ofE such as fought against
him, but slew moreover many of the priests who were
engaged in their sacred ministrations. For although these
men were mad with all sorts of impiety, yet did they still

admit those that desired to offer their sacrifices, although
they took care to search the people of their own country,

and both suspected and watched them, while they were
not so much afraid of sti-angers, who, although at their

entrance they pleaded earnestly against their cruelty, were
yet often destroyed incidentally by the sedition. For those
darts that were thrown by the engines flew over with such
force that they reached as far as the altar and sanctuary

itself, and fell upon the priests and those that were engaged
in the sacred offices, insomuch, that many persons who came
there with great zeal from the ends of the earth, to offer

sacrifices at this famous place which was esteemed holy by
all mankind, fell down themselves before their own sacri-

fices, and sprinkled the altar which was venerated by all

men, both Greeks and Barbarians, with their own blood.

And the dead bodies of strangers were mixed with those of

their own countrymen, and the corpses of profane persons

with those of the priests, and the blood of all sorts of dead
carcases made quite a lake in the holy precincts. Most
wretched city, what misery equal to this didst thou suffer

from the Eomans, when they came to purify thee from thy
civil strife ? For thou couldst no longer be a place fit for

Grod, nor couldst thou longer continue in being, after thou
hadst been a sepulchre for the bodies of thy own people,

and hadst made the sanctuary itself a burying-place in this
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civil war of thine. Yet mayst tliou again grow better, if

ever thou dost appease the anger of God who is the author
of thy destruction. But I must restrain my emotion by
the rules of history, since this is not the time for domestic
lamentations, but for historical narrative. I therefore re-

turn to the events that followed in this sedition.

§ 4. For now th^e were three different sets of plotters

in the city. Eleazar and his party, who guarded the sacred

first-fruits, came against John in their cups, and those that

were with John plundered the populace, and were excited

against Simon, who had his supply of provisions from the

city contrary to the interests of the rival factions. "When,
therefore, John was assaulted on both sides, he made his

men turn about, and threw his darts from the porticoes

upon those from the city that came up against him, while
he repelled by his engines of war those that attacked him
from the temple. And if at any time he was free from
those that were above him (which happened frequently
from their being drunk and tired), he sallied out the more
securely with a large force upon Simon and his party. And
whatever parts of the city he came to, he set on fire those

houses that were full of corn and all other kinds of neces-

saries. The same thing was done by Simon, who upon
John's retreat attacked the city also ; as if they had done
so on purpose to serve the Eomans, by destroying what the
city had laid up against the siege, and by thus cutting oft

the sinews of their own strength. Accordingly, it so came
to pass, that all the places round the temple were burnt
down, and the city became half desert and half camp, and
almost all the corn was burnt, which would have sufiiced

them for a siege of many years. So they were captured
eventually owing to famine, which it was almost impossible
they would have been, unless they had thus paved the way
for it for themselves.

§ 5. And now that the city was infested on all sides by
plotters and rabble, the people of the city, between them,
were like a great body being torn to pieces. And the
aged men and the women were in such distress in conse-

quence of their internal calamities, that they prayed for

the coming of the Eomans, and earnestly hoped for an ex-

ternal war to free them from their domestic miseries.
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The citizens themselves were in terrible consternation and
fear, nor had they any opportunity of taking counsel and
changing their conduct, nor was there any hope of coming
to an agreement with their enemies, nor could such as

wished flee away. For guards were set at all jjlaces, and
the chiefs of the robbers, although they were at rivalry

with one another in other respects, yet agreed in killing as

their common enemies those that were for peace with the

Eomans, or were susjjected of an inclination to desert,

though they agreed in nothing but this, to kill those that

deserved to be safe. The shouts also of those who were
fighting were incessant both by day and night, but the con-

tinual lamentations of those that mourned were more
dreadful still. And their calamities gave perpetual cause

for lamentations, although the deep consternation tliey

were in prevented their outward wailing ; for being con-

strained by their fear to conceal their inward passions,

they were inwardly tormented, without daring to open
their lips in groans. Nor was any regard paid by their

relations to those who were still alive, nor was any care

taken for the burial of those who were dead ; the reason

for both was that every one despaired about himself. For
those who were not among the seditious had no great de-

sires for any thing, expecting for certain that they would
verv soon be killed ; and the seditious fought against each

other, and trod upon the dead bodies as they lay heaped
one upon another, paid taking up a mad rage from the

dead bodies that were under their feet, became the fiercer

;

and were still inventing something or other that was per-

nicious against one another, and when they had resolved

upon any thing, they executed it without mercy, and
omitted no kind of outrage or barbarity. Nay, John
vvickedly employed the sacred timber in the construction

of his engines of war. For the people and the high priests

had formerly determined to underprop the temple, and
raise the sanctuary twenty cubits higher, for king Agrippa
had at very great expense, and with very great pains,

brought from Mount Libanus ' such timber as was adapted

for that purpose, being wood well worth seeing both for

' Mount Lebanon.-
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for straightness and size. But as the war interrupted this

work, John had them cut, and built towers with them,
finding them long enough to oppose from them his adver-

saries that fought from the temple above him. He also

had them brought and placed behind the inner court op-

posite the west end of the cloister, where alone he could

place them, for the other sides were for a long way occupied

by steps.

§ 6. Now John hoped to be too much for his enemies

by these engines constructed by impiety, but God made
his labour vain by bringing the Romans upon him before

he had reared any of his towers. For Titus, when he had
concentrated part of his force, and had ordered the rest to

meet him at Jerusalem, marched from Csesarea. There
were the three legions that had accompanied his father

when he laid Judsea waste, and also the twelfth legion

which had been formerly beaten with Cestius ; which
legion, on other occasions remarkable for its valour, now
marched vrith greater zeal to avenge itself on the Jews for

what it had formerly sufEered at their hands, Of these

legions he ordered the fifth to march by Emmaus ' to meet
him, and the tenth to march by Jericho

;

' and himself set

out with the rest, among whom were all those numerous
auxiliaries that came from the kings, and a considerable

number that came to his assistance from Syria. The gaps
also made in these four legions by the picked men who were
sent by Vespasian with Mucianus to Italy were filled up by
the soldiers that came with Titus. These were two thousand
men, chosen out of the army of Alexandria, and thi-ee

thousand also followed him of those that guarded the river

Euphrates, as also Tiberius Alexander, who was a most
valuable friend of his both for his good-will to him and
for his intelligence. He had formerly had the manage-
ment of Egypt, but was now thought worthy to be general

of the army, as he had been the first who had welcomed
the new emperor,^ and had joined himself to him with great

fidelity, when things were imcertain, and fortune had not

' 'AmwSs, near the foot of the mountains, to the left of the road from
Jaffa to .Jerusalem. Jewish War, i. ] 1 , § 2.

= rr-Elha.
^ Vespasian.
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yet declared for him. He now accompanied Titus as a
counsellor in the emergencies of war, a position for which,

he was well qualified hoth from his age and experience.

CHAP. II.

How Titus marched to Jerusalem, and liow he was in Danger,
as he was making a Reconnaissance of the City. Of the

place also where he pitched his Gamp.

§.!•

NOW as Titus advanced into the enemy's country, the

auxiliaries that were sent by the kings marched first,

and all the other auxiliaries with them, after whom fol-

lowed those who were to make the roads and measure out
the camp ; then came the commanders' baggage, and after

that the soldiers completely armed to guard it, and then
came Titus himself, having with him another select body
and the pikemen ; and behind him the cavalry belonging

to the legion. All these marched before the engines, and
after them the tribunes and leaders of the cohorts with
picked men ; and after them the standards with the eagle,

and before the standards the trumpeters belonging to

them ; next to these came the main body of the army,

every legion being six deep ; and the servants belonging

to every legion came after these ; and before these last the

baggage ; the mercenaries came last, and those that

guarded them brought up the rear. Now Titus, according

to the Roman usage, went in the front of the army in

order, and marched through Samaria to Grophna,' a city

that had been formerly taken by his father, and was now
garrisoned by Eoman soldiers. And when he had lodged

there one night, he marched on in the morning ; and when
he had gone a day's march, he pitched his camp in the

valley which the Jews, in their own tongue, call the Valley

of Thorns," near a certain village called Gabath-sauP
(which signifies the hill of Saul), about thirty furlongs

' Jifiia. Jewish War, i. 11, § 2.

* Probably a branch of Wddy Suiceinif.

= Either Tell el-Fid or Jeb'a.



8 THE WORKS OP FLAVITJS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK V.

from Jerusalem. From tlience lie took with him six hundred

jjicked horsem.en, and went to make a reconnaissance of the

city, to gauge its strength and the courage of the Jews,

and to see whether, when they saw him, before a battle

came off, they would be frightened and submit ; for he had
been informed, as was really true, that the people who had
fallen into the hands of the seditious and the robbers were

greatly desirous of peace, but being too weak to rise against

the rest remained still.

§ 2. Now, so long as he rode along the straight road

which led to the wall of the city, nobody appeared in front

of the gates ; but when he left the road, and turned

aside towards the tower Psephinus,' and made his troop

of horse file off, an immense number of Jews sallied forth

suddenly at the towers called the Women's Towers,

through the gate which was opposite the tomb of queen
Helena,^ and broke through his horse, and, standing

directly opposite those that still rode along the road, hin-

dered them from joining those who had turned aside from
it, and cut off Titus and a few others. Now it was impos-

sible here for him to go forward (because all the place had
trenches dug from the wall for the gardens round about,

and was full of walls at right angles and many hedges),

and he saw it was also impossible to return back to his

own men, because of the multitude of the enemies that lay

between, and most of his men did not so much as know
that the prince was in any danger, but supposed him still

among them, and continued their flight. And he perceived

that his preservation would be wholly owing to his own
courage, and turned his horse round, and cried out aloud to

those that were about him to follow him, and charged into

the midst of his enemies, endeavouring to force his way
through them to his own men. And hencewe may principally

learn, that both the turning-points in wars and the dangers

of princes are in the hand of God. For though such

a number of darts were thrown at Titus, when he had
neither his helmet on nor his breast-plate (for, as I told

you, he went out not to fight, but to make a reconnais-

sance), none of them touched his body, but merely whizzed

' At the north-west angle of the Third Wall.
" The ' Tombs of the Kings,' north of Jerusalem.
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past without hurting him, as if all of them m^issed him on
j>urpose. And he perpetually kept off with his sword
those that came on his side, and overturned many of those

that met him face to face, and made his horse ride over

those that were overthrown. The enemy indeed made a
great shout at the boldness of Titus, and urged one
another on to rush upon him, but those against whom he

rode fled, and dispersed pell-mell ; while those that were
in the same danger with him kept up close to him, though
they were wounded both on their backs and on their

sides ; for they had each of them but one hope of safety,

namely to assist Titus in opening a way before he was
surrounded by his enemies. Now there were two of these

at some distance fi'oni him, one of whom the enemy
surrounded and slew with their darts, and lus horse

also, and slew the other as he leaped down from his horse,

and carried off his horse with them. But Titus escaped

with the rest, and got back safe to his camp. This

success of the Jews in their first encounter with the

Eomans elated their minds, and gave them an ill-grounded

hope, and this transient inclination of fortune on their

side made them very confident as to the future.

§ 3. As the legion from Emmaus' joined him at

night, Titus removed thence when it was day, and ad-

vanced to the place called Scopes ;

" from whence the city

could well be descried, and the splendour and size of the

temple, as the place, joining the north quarter of the city,

was a plain, and very truly called Scopes.^ And as he

was then seven furlongs from the city, Titus ordered a

camp to be constructed for two of the legions to be there

together, and ordered another camp to be constructed three

furlongs behind for the fifth legion ; for he thought that

theymight be tired by their night march, and deserved being

protected from the enemy, and so would with less fear con-

struct their camp. And as they were just beginning to do so,

the tenth legion had already arrived which came through

' 'Aynwds.
'^ el-Mesharif, on the road leading from Jerusalem to Nublus ; the

point at which Jerusalem and the Temple site are first seen by a

traveller from the north.
^ Fair-view.
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Jericho, where a certain party of armed men had foitnerly

lain to guard the pass which had been occupied before by
Vespasian. These troops had orders to encamp six fur-

longs from Jerusalem, at the mount called the Mount of

Olives, which lies opposite the city on the east side, and is

parted from it by a deep ravine lying between called Cedron.

§ 4. Now, although hitherto the several jjarties in the

city had been contending with one another perpetually,

this foreign war now suddenly coming upon them in full

stream put the first stop to their mutual strife, and, as the
seditious now saw with alarm the Romans pitching three

different camps, they began to think of an evil sort of con-

cord, and said to one another, " What are we thinking of

to suffer three fortified camps to be built to coop us in, so

that we shall not be able to breathe freely ? for wliile the

enemy is securely fortifying himself in opposition to us,

we sit still within our own walls, and become spectators

only of their fine and excellent works, with our hands idle

and our armour laid by. We are, it seems (so did they
cry out), only courageous against ourselves, while the

Romans are likely to gain the city without bloodshed owing
to our factions." Thus did they encourage one another when
they were got together, and seized their armour imme-
diately, and salUed out upon the tenth legion, and rushed,

through the ravine, and fell upon the Romans with a pro-

digious shout, as they were fortifying their camp. And as

the Romans were in different parties at their work, and so

had naostly laid aside their arms (for they thought the

Jews would not have ventured to make a sally upon them,
and even had they been disposed to do so they supjiosed

their sedition would have absorbed their attention), they
were thrown into disorder unexpectedly, and some of them
left the work they were about, and immediately retired,

while many ran to their arms, but were struck and slain

before they could turn round on the enemy. The Jews
also flocked up perpetually in greater numbers, being en-
couraged by the good success of those who first made the
attack, and as they had such good fortune, seemed both
to themselves and the enemy to be more numerous than
they really were. The disorderly way of their fighting

also at first threw the Romans into disorder, as thev had
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been constantly used to fight in good order, and keeping
their ranks, and obeying the orders given ftiem. So the

Romans were now taken at disadvantage, and gave way
to the assaults made upon them ; and although when-
ever those that were overtaken turned round upon the

Jews, they checked them in their course, and wounded
them, as they were less on their guard owing to their im-
petuosity

;
yet as more and more Jews sallied out of the

city, the Komans were at last thrown into more and more
disorder, and repulsed from their camp. Nay, things

looked as though the entire legion would have been in

danger, had not Titus been informed of the case they

were in, and sent them succours immediately. So he
reproached them for their cowardice, and turned back those

that were running away, and fell himself upon the flank

of the Jews with those picked troops that came with him,

and slew a considerable number, and wounded more of

them, and put them all to flight, and pushed them down
the ravine. Now these Jews suffered greatly in the de-

clivity, but when they were got through it, they turned about,

and faced the Romans, and there fought them with the

ravine between them. Thus did they continue the fight

till noon ; but when it was already a little after noon,

Titus set those that had come to the rescue with him,

and those that belonged to the cohorts, in battle-array

against the Jews who sallied out, and then sent the rest of

the legion to the mountain-ridge to fortify their camp.

§ 5. This move of the Romans seemed to the Jews flight,

and when the watchman who was placed upon the wall

gave a signal by shaking his garment, a fresh swarm of

Jews sallied forth with such impetuosity, that one might
compare it to the running of the most savage wild

beasts. Indeed none of those that were drawn up in

battle-array against them could stand their attack, but, as

if they had been hurled from an engine, they broke the

enemies' ranks, who were put to flight and fled to the

mountain ; none but Titus himself, and a few others with

him, being left in the midst of the declivity. Now these

friends of his despised the danger they were in and stood

their ground, being ashamed to leave their general, but

earnestly exhorted him to give way to these Jews that were
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fond of dying, and not to run into danger for those tliat

ought to fight for him, but to consider what his position

was, and not to fill the place of a common soldier, nor to

stand his ground in such a sudden crisis as this, as he was
general in the war, and lord of the world, on whom every-

thing depended. These words Titus seemed not so much
as to hear, but opposed those that ran upon him, and
smote them on the face, and forced them back and slew

them, and also fell upon the enemy as they marched en masse

down the declivity, and thrust them back. But though
they were so dismayed at his courage and strength, they
did not flee even then to the city, but fell ofE from him on
both sides, and pressed upon those that fled up the hill.

But he still fell upon their flank, and checked their

a,rdour. Meantime disorder and terror again seized those

that were fortifying the camp at the top of the hill,

upon their seeing those beneath them running away,
and the whole legion was dispersed, for they thought
that the sallies of the Jews were irresistible, and that Titus

was himself i^ut to flight ; for they took it for granted, that,

if he had stood his ground, the rest would never have fled.

Thus were they possessed by a kind of panic fear, and some
dispersed one way, some another, till some of them saw
their general in the very heat of action, and being in great

concern for him, loudly i^roclaimed the danger he was iu

to the entire legion. And now shame made them turn
back, and they reproached one another with having done
worse than running away by deserting their prince, so thev
used their utmost force against the Jews, and when they
once lost ground on the declivity, they drove them to the
bottom of the valley. The Jews fought indeed as they re-

tired, but as the Romans had the advantage of the ground,
and were above the Jews, they drove them all into the
ravine. Titus also pressed upon those that faced him, and
sent the legion again to fortify their camp, while he him-
self and those that were with him before resisted the
enemy, and kept them back. Thus, if I must neither add
any thing out of flattery, nor extenuate any thing out of

envy, but si)eak the plain truth, Titus himself twice de-

livered the entire legion when it was in jeopardy, and gave
them security to fortify their camp.
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CHAP. III.

Hoiv Faction again revived in Jerusalem, and yet the Jews
contrived Snares for the Romans. How Titus also threat-

ened his Soldiers for their headlong Rashness.

§1.

AS now the war abroad ceased for a while, faction within
revived ; and as the feast of Unleavened Bread was

now come, on the fourteenth day of the month Xanthicus,
on which day it is believed the Jews were first freed from
the Egyptians, Eleazar and his party opened the gates, and
admitted such of the people as wished to worship God.' But
John made use of this feast as a cloak for his treacherous
designs, and armed the most obscure of his own party,
most of whom were not purified, with weapons concealed
under their garments, and sent them quickly into the
temple to occupy it. And they, when they were got in,

threw their garments away, and were at once seen to be in
armour. Upon this there was very great disorder and
disturbance in the sanctuary, as the people, who had no
part in the sedition, supposed that this assault was made
against all without exception, but the Zealots thought it

was made against themselves only. So they left off guarding
the gates any longer, and leaped down from the battlements
before they came to an engagement, and fled to the imder-
ground parts of the temple ; while the people that stood
trembling at the altar were jostled and trampled upon in
the sanctuary, and were beaten both with clubs and steel

without mercy. Such also as had differences with others slew
many persons that were quiet, out of private enmity and
hatred, pretending that they belonged to some rival faction

;

andeveryonethat had formerlyoffendedany of these plotters,

' Here we see the true reason of such vast numbers of Jews being
in Jerusalem during this siege of Titus, and perishing therein ; that

the siege began at the feast of the Passover, when such prodigious mul-
titudes of Jews and proselytes of the gate were come from ail parts of
Judaea, and from other countries, in order to celebrate that great
festival.—W.
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if now recognised, was led away to slaughter as a Zealot.

And when they had cruelly treated the innocent in various

ways they granted a truce to the guilty, and let those

go off that came out of the underground parts ; and
themselves seized upon the inner temple, and upon every-

thing stored therein, and then ventured to oppose Simon.
Thus that sedition, which had been divided into three

factions, was now reduced to two.

§ 2. Now Titus, intending to pitch his camp nearer

the city than Scopos, placed opposite the Jews as many
picked horse and foot as he thought sufficient to prevent
their sallying out, and gave orders to the whole army to

level all the ground up to the walls of the city. So they
threw down all the hedges and fences which the inhabitants

had put round their gardens and trees, and cut down all

the fruit-trees that lay between them and the walls of the
city, and filled up all the hoUow places and gullies, and
levelled projecting rocks with iron instruments, and so

made all the place level from Scopos to Herod's tomb,
which was close to the pool called the Serpent's Pool.'

§ 3. Now at this very time the Jews contrived the follow-

ing stratagem against the Eomans. The bolder sort of

the seditious went out of the city at the towers called the
Women's Towers, as if they had been ejected out of the
city by those who were in favour of peace, and rambled
about as if they were afraid of being assaulted by the
Eomans, and were in fear of one another ; while those that

stood at intervals upon the wall, and seemed to be men of the
people, cried out aloud for peace, and entreated they might
have security for their lives given them, and invited the
Eomans, promising to open the gates to them ; and at the
same time that they cried out this, they threw stones at

their own people, as though they would drive them awav
from the gates. These also pretended that they were ex-

cluded by force, and that they begged those that were
within to let them in ; and rushing towards the Eomans
perpetually, they then turned back, and seemed to be in

great alarm. Now the Eoman soldiers did not suspect
this trick of theirs, but thinking they had the one party in

' The sites of Herod's tomb .ind the Serpent's Pool have not been
identified.
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their power, and could punish them when they pleased,

and hoping that the other party would open their gates to

them, set about the matter at once. But Titus himself

viewed this surprising conduct of the Jews with suspicion

;

for whereas he had invited them by Josephus to come to

terms of accommodation only one day before, he could then
receive no civil answer from them, so he ordered the soldiers

to stay where they were. However, some of those that

were in front of the works were too quick for him, and
catching up their arms ran to the gates. Thereupon those

that feigned to have been ejected at first retired : but as soon

as the Romans had got between the towers on each side of

the gate, the Jews ran out and surrounded them, and fell

upon them behind, while the multitude that stood upon
the wall threw a quantity of stones and darts of all kinds

at them, insomuch that they slew a considerable number
and wounded most of them. For it was not easy for the

Romans to escape from the walls, because those behind

them pressed them forward ; besides which, the shame
they were in for their mistake, and the fear they were in

of their commanders, encouraged them to persevere in their

false step. So they fought with their spears a great while,

and received many blows from the Jews, though indeed

they gave as many blows again, and at last repelled those

that had surrounded them. But the Jews pursued them
as they retired, and followed them, and threw darts at

them as far as the tomb of Queen Helena.'

§ 4. At this the Jews grew insolent at their good fortune,

and in bad taste jeered at the Romans for being deluded by
the trick they had put upon them, and brandished their

shields, and leaped and shouted for joy. But the Roman
soldiers were received with threats by their officers, and
with indignation by Titus himself, who spoke as follows.

"These Jews, who are only led by desperation, do every-

thing with care and circumspection ; they contrive strata-

gems, and lay ambushes, and fortune gives success to their

stratagems, because they are obedient, and preserve their

good-will and fidelity to one another ; while the Romans,
to whom fortime is ever subservient because of their good

' The ' Tombs of the Kings.'
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discipline and ready submission to tlieir commanders, have

now met with reverse owing to the contrary behaviour, and
have been beaten in consequence of not being able to re-

strain their hands from action, and what is most to their

reproach, have fought without the orders of their com-
manders in the very presence of their Prince. Truly, the

laws of war cannot but groan heavily, as will my father

himself also when he shall be informed of this blow, for he,

who is grown old in wars, never made such a mistake. Our
laws also ever inflict capital punishment on those who in the

least break good order, while now they have seen an entire

army leaving their post. However, those that have been

so insolent shall be made immediately sensible, that even

those who conquer among the Eomans without orders are

in disgrace." When Titus had spoken vehemently to the

commanders in this way, it appeared evident that he would
carry out the law against all that were concerned ; so the

soldiers' minds sunk in despair, as they expected to be put
to death, and knew they deserved it. However, the other

legions flocked roimd Titus, and supplicated him on behalf

of their fellow-soldiers, and begged that he would pardon
the rashness of a few because of the good discipline of all

the rest ; and promised on their behalf that they would
make amends for their present fault by better behaviour

for the time to come.

§ 5. And Titus attended to their petition and to expe-

diency also ; for he esteemed it fit to punish individuals in

deed, but he thought that the punishment of multitudes

should proceed no further than word : so he was reconciled

to the soldiers, but gave them many directions to act

more wisely for the future, and considered with himself

how he might be even with the Jews for their stratagem.

And now, when the space between the Eomans and the
walls had been levelled, which was done in four days, as

he wished to bring the baggage of the army and the rest

of the multitude safely to the camp, he posted the strongest

jjart of his army opposite the wall which lay on the
north of the city facing west, and drew up his army
seven deep, with the foot in front, and the horse be-

hind, each of the last in three ranks, whilst the archers

stood in the midst in seven ranks. And as the Jews were
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now prevented by so great a host from making sallies

upon the Eomans, both the beasts of burden of the three
legions and the multitude marched on without fear. As
for Titus himself, he encamped about two furlongs from
the wall, at that part of it where was an angle opposite the
tower called Psephinus, at which tower the compass of the
wall extending north bent towards the west. And the
other part of the army fortified itself at the tower called

Hippicus,' and was also only two furlongs from the city.

However, the tenth legion continued in its position upon
the Mount of Olives.

CHAP. IV.

Description of Jerusalem.

THE city of Jerusalem was fortified with three walls,

where it was not girt with impassable ravines (for in

such places it had but one wall), and was built upon two
hills opposite to one another, but divided in the middle by
a ravine, at which the rows of houses ended. Of these

hills, that which contained the upper city was much higher,

and in length more direct ; and because of its being forti-

fied was called the Citadel by king David (he was the

father of that Solomon who first built the temple), but
it is by us called the Upper Market-place.^ But the

other hill, which was called Acra,' and supported the lower
city, was the shape of the crescent moon. And opposite

this was a third hill, but naturally lower than Acra,

and parted formerly from the other by a broad ravine ; but
afterwards, when the Asamonseans reigned, they filled up
the ravine with earth, wishing to join the city to the

temple, and took off part of the height of Acra, and

' The tower at the Jaffa gate.
^ The modern Sinn ; the western hill at Jerusalem.
" The position of the hill Acra is matter of dispute ; some writers

suppose it to be the hill on which the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
stands, others the western slope of modern Sion, or the lower portion of
the Temple Hill.



IS THE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK T.

reduced it to a lower eleyation than it was before, that the

temple might be higher than it. Now the ravine of the

Cheese-makers, as it was called, which (as I said before)

separated the hill of the upper city from that of the lower,

extended as far as Siloam ; for that was the name we gave

a fountain which had sweet water in it in great abundance.

And on their outsides these two hills were surrounded bv
deep ravines, and because of the precipices on both sides

were everywhere impassable.

§ 2. Now of the three walls the old one was hard to be

taken, both because of the ravines and of the hill above

them on which it was built. But besides that great ad-

vantage as to the place where it was situated, it was also

built very strong, because David, and Solomon, and the

kings who were their successors, were very zealous about

this work. This Avail began on the north at the tower

called Hippicus, and extended as far as what was called

Xystus, and then joined the council-house, and ended at

the west portico of the temple.' But the other side west-

wards it began at the same tower, and extended through a

place called Bethso to the gate of the Essenes, and after that

it turned southwards above the fountain of Siloam, where
it also again turned eastwards towards Solomon's Pool, and
reached as far as a certain place which they called Ophlas,"

where it joinedthe east portico ofthe temple . The second wall

took its beginning at the gate which they called Grennath,^

which belonged to the first wall ; it only encompassed the

north quarter of the city, and reached as far as the tower
Antonia.* The beginning of the third wall was at the

tower Hippicus, whence it reached towards the north

quarter of the city as far as the tower Psephinus, and then

' This section of the first wall ran almost in a straight line from the

Jaffa gate to the Temple enclosure at Wilson's Arch.
^ The wall passed by the Protestant Cemetery, and then curved round

to the pool of Siloam, taking in a larger area than that included within

the present wall; it then passed round the hill of Ophel to tlie eastern

cloister of the Temple. Solomon's Pool has not been iilentitied.

' The site of the gate Gennath is unknown ; it was possibly a gate

leading to the gardens of Herod's palace.
* The course of the second wall is the subject of much dispute. Some

writers draw it so as to include the Church of the Holy Sepulclire

;

others so as to exclude it. No certain trace of the wall has yet been
found ; and the point at which it commenced is still unknown.
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extended as far as the tomb of Helena, who was queen of

Adiabene, and mother of Izates : it then extended further,

and passed by the sepulchral caverns of the kings, and
turned off again at the corner tower at what is called the
Monument of the Puller, and joined the old wall at the
ravine called Cedron.' Agrippa added this wall to the new
portions of the city, which had been all unprotected before

;

for as the city became more populous, it gradually outgrew
its old walls, and the people joining to the city those parts

that were north of the temple near the hill, made the city

considerably larger, and caused the fourth hill (which is

called Bezetha '') to be inhabited also. This fourth hill lies

opposite the tower Antonia, but is divided from it by
a deep ditch, which was dug on purpose to prevent the

foundations of the tower of Antonia^ from joining this hill,

and from being accordingly easy of access and less high.

And the depth of the ditch made the height of the

towers more remarkable. This new-built part of the

city was called Bezetha in our language, which, if inter-

preted in the Greek language, might be called New Town.
As therefore its inhabitants stood in need of protection,

Agrippa, the father of the present king of the same name,
began the wall I have been speaking of : but he left off

building it when he had only laid the foundations, being

afraid that Claudius Caesar might suspect that so big a

wall was built for the purpose of some innovation or re-

bellion. For the city could not possibly have been taken,

if that wall had been finished in the same manner as it

was begun ; as it was constructed with stones twenty

cubits long and ten cubits broad, which could never have

been either easily undermined by any iron tools, or shaken

bv any engines. The wall was, however, ten cubits wide,

and would probably have been greater in height than it

was, had not his zeal who began it been hindered from

' The course of the third wall is equally a matter of dispute. Some
writers carry it from the Jaffa gate to the puint occupied by the Russian

Consulate ; and then by a bold sweep round to thf present north-east

angle of the city. Others make it almost conterminous with the existing

wall of the city.
•' The hill to the north of the Hardm esh-Sherif.
' The ditch which separated Antonia from Bezetha can still be traced

in the Souterraiiis beneath the Convent of the Sisters of Sion.
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exerting itself. After this, though it was raised with great

diligence by the Jews, it only rose as high as twenty cubits,

above which were battlements two cubits high, and turrets

on the top of them three cubits high, so that the whole
height extended to twenty-five cubits.

§ 3. Now the towers on this wall were twenty cubits in

breadth, and twenty cubits in height, and were square and
solid as the wall itself, and the masonry and beauty of the

stones were no way inferior to those of the sanctuary itself.

Above this solid height of towers, which was twenty
cubits, there were rooms of great magnificence, and over

them upper rooms, and several cisterns to receive rain-

water, and broad ascents to each. Of such towers the third

wall had ninety, and the space between each of them was
two hundred cubits; and the middle wall had fourteen
towers, and the old wall was divided into sixty. And the
whole compass of the city was thirty-three furlongs. Now
though the third wall was all of it wonderful, yet the
tower Psephinus ' was more wonderful still at the north-

west comer, and there Titus took up his position. For as

it was seventy cubits high, it not only afforded a prospect

of Arabia at sunrise, but also of the utmost limits of the land
of the Hebrews as far as the sea. It was an octagon.
And opposite it was the tower Hippicus,^ and near it were
two others erected by king Herod in the old wall, which
for size, beauty, and strength, exceeded all that were in the
world. For besides the magnanimity of his nature, and
his munificence towards the city, Herod built these in such
a splendid manner to gratify his own private affection,

for he dedicated these towers to the memory of the three
persons who had been dearest to him, and from whom
he named them, namely, his brother, his friend, and his
wife. He had slain his wife in love [and jealousy,] as I
have already related, and had lost the other two in war,
courageously fighting. Hippicus, so called from his friend,

was square, its length and breadth were each twenty-five
cubits, and its height thirty, and it was solid throughout.
Over this solid building, which was composed of great

' The exact position of Psephinus is not known.
" The tower at the Jaffa gate ; an aqueduct still convejs water to the

cisterns of the tower.
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stones united together, was a reservoir twenty cubits deep,

over which was an house of two stories (whose height
was twenty-five cubits), divided into several parts ; over
which were turrets two cubits high, and all round
battlements three cubits high, so that the entire height
added together amounted to fourscore cubits. The second
tower, which he called after his brother Phasaelus,' had
its breadth and height equal, each of them being forty

cubits ; over which was a solid height of forty cubits

;

over which a portico ran round ten cubits high, de-

fended by breastworks and bulwarks. There was also

built over the portico in the middle another tower, divided

into magnificent rooms and a place for bathing, so that

this tower wanted nothing that might make it appear a
royal palace. Its roof was also adorned with more battle-

ments and turrets than the one I mentioned before, and
its entire height was about ninety cubits, and the appear-

ance of it resembled the tower of Pharos, which is a light-

house for such as sail for Alexandria, but it was much
larger than it in compass. It was now the place where
Simon exercised his tyranny. The third tower Mariamne

'

(for that was the queen's name) was solid as high as twenty
cubits ; its breadth and its length were each twenty cubits.

Its upper buildings were more magnificent and more ornate

than the other towers, for the king thought it most proper

for him to adorn that which was called after his wife

handsomer than those called after men, as those were built

stronger than this one that bore his wife's name. The
entire height of this tower was fifty-five cubits.

§ 4. Now though these three towers were very high,

they appeared much loftier because of their position ; for

the old wall whereon they were, was built on a high hill,

and was itself a kind of crest of the hUl but thirty cubits

higher, and as the towers were situated on it, they appeared

much higher. The size also of the stones was wonderful

;

for these towers were not made of common-sized stones,

nor of such as men could carry, but of white marble
hewn out of the rock ; each stone was twenty cubits in

' The present ' Tower of David,' near the Jaffa gate.
^ No remains of the tower Mariamne have yet been found ; it was

apparently east of Phasaelus.
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length, and ten in breadth, and five in depth. They were

so exactly joined to one another, that each tower looked like

one entire and natural block of stone, afterwards moulded
by the hands of the artificers into its present shape and
angles ; so little, or not at all, did their joints or connexion

appear.^ Now these towers were on the north side of the

wall, and the king had a palace on the inside joining them,

which exceeds all my ability to describe it. For it wanted
no cost nor skill in its construction, but was entirely walled

about to the height of thirty cubits, and was adorned with

towers at equal distances, and with large dining rooms that

would hold a himdred guests apiece ; in which the variety

of the stones is not to be expressed (for a large quantity of

those that were everywhere rare was collected together),

and the roofs were also wonderful, both for the length of

the beams, and the splendour of their ornaments. The
number of the rooms were also very great, and the variety

of the carving in them was prodigious ; and the furniture

of all was complete, and most of the vessels that were

put in them were of silver and gold. There were also

many colonnades, one after another, round about, and
in each of them curious pillars. And all the places ex-

posed to the air were everywhere green ; and there were

several groves of trees, and long walks through them, and
round them deep canals and cisterns, that in several places

had brazen statues, through which the water ran out, and
there were also many dove-cotes of tame pigeons round the
canals. But indeed it is not possible to give a complete

description of this palace, and the very remembrance of

it is a torture to one, as reminding one what vastly

rich buildings the fire which was kindled by the robbers

consumed ; for these were not burnt by the Romans, but
by the plotters within the city, as I have already related,

in the beginning of the rebellion. The fire began at the
tower of Antonia, and went on to the palace, and consumed
the roofs of the three towers.

' The remains i>f Phasaohis, as seen in the 'Tower of Da\i(l,' fully

bear out the description in the text.
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CHAP. V.

Btscription of the Temple.

§1-
|V[OW the temple, as I have' ah-eady said, was built upon
-^ ^ a strong hill, and at first the plateau on its top was
hardly sufficient for the sanctuary and the altar, for all

round it was steep and precipitous. But when king Solo-

mon, who was the person that built the temple, had built

a wall on its east side, a portico was then added on an arti-

ficial mound, and on all its other sides the sanctuary was
unprotected. But in subsequent ages the people added
new mounds, and the hill became a larger plain. They
then broke down the wall on the north side, and took in as

much as sufficed afterwards for the area of the entire temple.

And when they had built walls round three sides of the

temple from the bottom of the hill, and had performed a
work that was greater than could be hoped for (in which
work long ages were spent by them, and all their sacred

treasures were exhausted, which were replenished by those

tributes which were sent to G-od from the whole world),

they then built round the upper precincts as well as the

lower part of the temple. The lowest part of this was
erected to the height of three hundred cubits, and in some
places more. However, the entire depth of the foundations

did not appear, for they brought earth and filled up the

ravines, desiring to level the narrow streets of the city.

And they made use of stones of forty cubits in size. For
the great quantity of money they then had, and the libe-

rality of the people, made this attempt of theirs succeed

wonderfully, and what could not so much as be hoped ever

to be accomplished, was, by perseverance and length of

time, brought to perfection.'

§ 2. !N"or were the works above these foundations uu-

' Recent surveys and excavations have shown that there is not so

much exaggeration in the description of Josephus as was at one time

supposed, tiee " Kecovery of Jerusalem," and 1'. E. F. Memoir, ' Jeru-
salem," for an account of the excavations.
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wortliy of them. For all tlie porticoes were double, and
the pillars that supported them were twenty-five cubits in

height, and were of one entire stone each of them, and that

stone was white marble, and the roofs were adorned with
fretwork of cedar curiously graven. The natural magnifi-

cence and excellent polish and good masonry made a hand-
some spectacle, thought it was not adorned on the outside

with any work of the painter or sculptor. The porticoes were
in breadth thirty cubits, and their entire area measured six

furlongs, including the tower of Antonia. And all the

space exposed to the air was laid with stones of various

sorts. When you went through this space to the second

temple, there was a partition of stone, whose height was
three cubits, of very elegant construction ; upon which
stood pillars, at equal distances from one another, declaring

the law of purity, some in Greek, others in Eoman letters,'

that no foreigner was to enter the holy place ; for the

second temple was called the holy place, and had an ascent

of fourteen steps from the first temple, and was square,

and had its own wall round it. Its exterior height, al-

though forty cubits, was hidden by the steps, and inside

the height was but twenty-five cubits. For being built on
liigher ground with steps, all the interior was not visible,

being covered by the hill. Behind these fourteen steps to

the wall was the distance of ten cubits, all level. Then
there were other steps, each five cubits apiece, that led

to the gates, which gates on the north and south sides

were eight, on each of those sides four, and of necessity

two on the east ; for since there was a partition built for the
women on that side, as the proper place where they were to

worship, there was a necessity for a second gate for them
;

this gate was cut opposite the first gate. There was also on
the other sides one south and one north gate, through which
was a passage into the court of the women : for the women
were not allowed to pass through the other gates, nor when
they went through their own gate could they pass beyond
their own wall of partition. This court was allotted for
worship to the women of our own country and of other

' One of these stones, with the inscription in Greek, was Hiscovered at
Jerusalem by M. Clermont Ganneau in 1871. See P. E. F. " Quarterly
Statement," 1871, p. 132.
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countries equally, provided they were of our nation. Tlie

western side of this court had no gate at all, but the wall

was built entire on that side. And the porticoes between
the gates extended from the wall inward in front of the

treasure-chambers, and were supported by very fine and
large pillars. These porticoes were single, and, except for

size, were no way inferior to those of the lower court.

§ 3. Now nine of the gates were on every side covered
over with gold and silver, and similarly the door-posts

and their lintels : but there was one gate outside the sanc-

tuary of Corinthian brass, which greatly excelled those

that were only covered over with silver and gold. Each
gate had two doors, the height of each was thirty cubits,

and the breadth fifteen. However, they had large spaces

within containing rooms on each side buUt like towers,

thirty cubits both in breadth and in length, and in height

more than forty cubits. Two pillars twelve cubits in cir-

cumference supported each of these rooms. Now the size

of the other gates was the same, but that beyond the Corin-

thian gate, which opened on the east opposite the gate of the

sanctuary, was much larger ; for its height was fifty cubits,

and its doors were forty cubits, and it was adorned in a

more costly manner, having much richer and thicker plates

of silver and gold than the others. These nine gates had
the silver and gold plates made for them by Alexander the

father of Tiberius. Now fifteen steps led from the wall of

the court of the women to the larger gate ; whereas but

ten steps led from there to the other gates.

§ 4. As to the sanctuary itself, the most sacred place,

which was placed in the midst, it was ascended to by
twelve steps. In front its height and breadth were equal,

each being a hundred cubits, but behind it was forty

cubits narrower, for on its front it had as it were shoulders

on each side, that passed twenty cubits further. Its first

gate seventy cubits high, and twenty-five cubits broad,

had no doors ; for it represented the invisible infinity

of heaven ; and its front was covered with gold all over,

and through it all the first house within appeared, which

was very large, and all the parts about the inward gate

appeared to glitter with gold to those that saw them.

And as the sanctuary was divided into two parts within.
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only the first house was open to view. Its height was
ninety cubits, and its length fifty cubits, and its breadth
twenty cubits. And all the gate which opened into this

first house, was, as I have said, covered with gold, as was
the whole wall about it : it had also golden vines above it,

from which clusters of grapes hung as tall as a man. But
as the sanctuary was divided into two parts, the inner part
was lower than the outer, and had golden doors fifty-five

cubits in height, and sixteen in breadth. Ajid before
these doors was a veil of equal size as the doors, a Baby-
lonian curtain, embroidered with blue and fine linen and
scarlet and purple, and of a contexture that was truly
wonderful. Nor was this mixture of colours without its

mystical interpretation, but was a kind of image of the
universe ; for by the scarlet seemed to be enigmatically
signified fire, by the fine linen the earth, by the blue the
air, and by the purple the sea ; two of them suggesting
this resemblance by their colours, while the other two, the
fine linen and the purple, suggest that resemblance by
their origin, the earth producing the one, and the sea the
other. This curtain had also embroidered upon it all that
was to be seen in the heavens, except the signs of the
Zodiac.

§ 5. "When any persons entered within, the floor of the
sanctuary received them. Its height was sixty cubits,
and its length the same, and its breadth twenty cubits.
and that sixty cubits in length was divided again, and tlie

first part of it was cut off at forty cubits, and had in it

three things very wonderful and famous among all man-
kind, the candlestick, the table [of shew bread,] and
the altar of incense. Now the seven lamps, for so many
lamps branched out from the candlestick, signified the
seven planets, and the twelve loaves that were upon
the table signified the circle of the Zodiac and the year

;

and the altar of incense by its thirteen kinds of sweet-
smelling spices, with which the sea and earth and air

replenished it, signified that all things belong to God and
are all for his use. And the inmost part of aU the temple
was of twenty cubits, and was also separated from the
outer part by a veil. In it there was nothing at all, but it

was inaccessible and inviolable, and not to be seen by any.
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and was called the Holy of Holies. Now about the sides

of the lower part of the sanctuary were several cham-
bers three stories high with passages out of one into

another, to which there were entrances on each side

from the gate of the temple. But the upper part of the

temple had no such chambers, because the temple was
narrower there, and forty cubits higher, and plainer than
the lower part. Thus we gather that the whole height,

including the sixty cubits from the floor, amounted to ii

hundred cubits.

§ 6. Now the outward front of the temple wanted
nothing that could strike either men's minds or eyes. For
it was covered all over with massive plates of gold, and
reflected at the first rising of the siin a very fiery splen-

dour, and made those who forced themselves to look upon
it turn their eyes away, just as they would have done at the

sun's own rays. But it appeared to strangers, when they

were approaching it at some distance, like a mountain
covered with snow, for where it was not gilt, it was ex-

ceeding white. On its top were spikes with sharp points,

to prevent any j)ollution of it by birds sitting upon it. Of
its stones some were forty-five cubits in length, five in

height, and six in breadth. Before it stood the altar,

fifteen cubits high, and fifty cubits both in length and
breadth. It was built square, and had comers projecting

like horns, and the ascent to it from the south was a gentle

rise. It was made without any iron tool, nor did any iron

tool so much as touch it at any time. There was also a

wall of partition, about a cubit in height, made of fine

stones, and pleasant to the sight, which ran round the

sanctuary and altar, and kept the people that were outside

away from the priests. Now those that had gonorrhoea and
leprosy were excluded from the city entirely : women were

also shut out of it when their courses were upon them, nor,

when they were free from that impurity, were they allowed

to go beyond the limit before mentioned. Men, also, that

were not thoroughly pure, were prohibited to come into

the inner court of the temple ; nay, the priests themselves

that were not pure were prohibited to come into it also.

§ 7. Now all those of the stock of the priests that could

not minister because of some bodily imperfection came
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within the partition, together with those that had no such

imperfection, and had their share of the sacrifices with

them because of their stock, but only used private gar-

ments ; for nobody but the officiating priest had on sacred

vestments. And those priests that were pure and without

any blemish went up to the altar and sanctuary clothed in

fine linen, and abstained from wine chiefly from the fear lest

otherwise they should make some mistake in their ministra-

tion. The high priest also went up with them, not always

indeed, but on the sabbath days and new moons, and on
the occasion of any festival belonging to our nation, or

public festal gathering. Wlien he officiated, he had on
drawers that hid his person and thighs, and had on
an under garment of linen, together with a blue round
garment, without seam and with fringe-work, reaching to

the feet. There were also golden bells that hung upon
the fringes, and pomegranates intermixed among them.
The bells signified thunder, the pomegranates lightning.

And the girdle that fastened the garment to the breast

was embroidered with five zones of various colours, as

gold and purple and scarlet and fine linen and blue, with

which colours I said before the veils of the temple were
embroidered also. Similar embroidery was upon the

ephod, but the quantity of gold thereon was greater. Its

figure was that of a breast-plate to be worn. There were
upon it two golden buttons like small shields, which
buttoned the ephod to the garment : in these buttons
were enclosed two very large and fine sardonyxes, having
the names of the tribes of the nation inscribed \ipon

them. On the front side hung twelve stones, three in rows
one way, and four the other ; a sardius, a topaz, and an
emerald ; a carbuncle, a jasper, and a sapphire ; an agate,

an amethyst, and a ligure ; an onyx, a beryl, and a chry-

solite ; upon every one of which stones again was en-

graved the name of one of the twelve tribes. A mitre

also of fine linen covered his head, which was tied by
a blue riband, about which there was another golden
crown, on which were engraven the sacred letters. Thev
consisted of four vowels. However, the high priest did
not wear these garments generally, but a more plain

habit : he onlv wore them when he went into the most
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sacred part of the temple, whicli he did but once in a year,

on the day when our custom is for everybody to keep a
fast to God. And thus much concerning the city and
sanctuary, but about the customs and laws thereto re-

lating I shall speak more fully another time; for much
remains to be said about them.

§ 8. As to the tower of Antonia,^ it was situated at

the comer of the two porticoes of the first temple that

faced west and north ; and was erected upon a rock fifty

cubits high and precipitous throughout. It was the work
of king Herod, wherein he displayed his natural mag-
nificence. In the first place, the rock itself was covered

over with smooth tablets of stone from its foundation,

partly for ornament, partly that any one who either tried

to get up or down it might sUp ; and next, before the

edifice of the tower, was a wall three cubits high, and
within that wall all the space of the tower of Antonia
was raised to the height of forty cubits. The interior

had the size and form of a palace, being divided into all

kinds of rooms and other conveniences, such as porticoes

and places for bathing, and broad spaces for camps, so

that, from having all conveniences, it seemed a city, but

from its magnificence it seemed a palace. And the entire

structure resembled that of a tower, and had also four other

towers, namely at its four comers, whereof three were but

fifty cubits high, but the one which lay at the south-east

comer was seventy cubits high, so that from it the whole

temple could be viewed. And where it joined the two
porticoes of the temple, it had passages down to them
both, by which the guard descended (for there always lay

in this tower a Eoman legion) and spread among the

porticoes fully armed at the Jewish festivals, in order

to watch the people, that they might not attempt any in-

novation ; for the temple was a fortress that guarded the

city, and the tower Antonia guarded the temple ; and in

that tower were the guards of all three. There was also a
private fortress belonging to the upper city, which was

' The tower Antonia appears to have oceapied the north-west corner

of the Hardm esh-Sherif, and the rock on which the Turkish Barracks

now stand.
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Herod's palace.' As for the liill Bezetha, it was divided

from the tower of Antonia, as I have already said, and
being the highest of all joined part of the new city, and
was the only hill that shut out the view of the temple on
the north. Tlius much shall suffice at present about the
city and walls, as I propose to make a fuller description

elsewhere.

CHAP. VI.

Concerning the Tyrants Simon and John. Sow Nicanor
was wounded by a Dart, as Titus was going round the

Wall of the City ; which Event provoked Titus to press on
the Siege.

NOW the warlike men that were in the city, and the
multitude of the seditious that were with Simon, were

ten thousand, besides the Idumseans, and these ten thou-
sand had fifty commanders, over whom Simon was supreme.
And the Idumaeans that joined him were five thousand,
and had ten commanders, among whom those of greatest
eminence were Jacob the son of Sosas, and Simon the son
of Cathlas. And John, who had seized upon the temple,
had six thousand armed men under twenty commanders :

the Zealots also that now came over to him, and left off

their opposition, were two thousand four hundred, and had
the same leader that they had formerly, Eleazar, as also

Simon the son of Arus. Now, while these factions fought
against one another, the people were their prey on both
sides, as I have said already, and those of the people who
would not join with them in their wicked practices were
plundered by both factions. Now Simon held the upper
city,^ and the great wall as far as Cedron, and as much of
the old wall as bent from Siloam to the east, and which
went down to the palace of Monobazus, who was king of
the Adiabeni beyond the Euphrates : he also held the

' Herod's palace and gardens lay to the south of the ' Tower of
David.'

•" The western hill or modern Sion.
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fountain, and Acra (wliich was no other than the lower

city), and all that reached to the palace of queen Helena,

the mother of Monobazus. And John held the temple and
the neighbouring parts for a great way, as also Ophla,' and
the ravine called the ravine of Cedron. And they burnt

all the space between them, and left it as a ground whereon

they might fight against each other. Por their internal dis-

sensions did not cease even when the Eomans were encamped
near their walls, and although they had grown wiser for a

while at the first attack the Romans made upon them, they

returned to their former madness, and quarrelled and
fought with one another again, and did every thing that

the besiegers could desire them to do. Nor did they ever

sufEer any thing worse at the hands of the Eomans than

they made each other suffer, nor was there any misery ex-

perienced by the city after them that could be considered

new, but it was most unhappy of all before it fell, while

those that took it did it more good. For I venture to

affirm that faction destroyed the city, and the Eomans de-

stroyed the faction, which was much stronger than our

walls. So we may reasonably ascribe our misfortimes to

our own people, but only justice to the Eomans. But as to

this matter let every one determine by the actions on both

sides.

§ 2. Now, when affairs within the city were in this pos-

ture, Titus went round the outside of the city with some

chosen horsemen, and looked about for a fit place where he

might attack the walls. But as he was in doubt as to all

sides (for approach was impossible where the ravines

were, and on the other side the first wall appeared too

strong for the engines), he thought it best to make his as-

sault near the tomb of John the high priest. For there

the first fortification was lower, and the second was not

joined to it, the builders neglecting to build the wall

strong where the new city was not much inhabited ; and

there was an easy passage to the third wall, through which

he thought to take the upper city, and, through the tower

of Antonia, the temple itself. Now, as he was going

round the city, one of his friends, whose name was Nicanor^

"^ Ophel, south of the Temple.
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was wounded with a dart on his left shoulder, as he ap-

proached with Josephus too near the wall, and attempted

to discuss terms of peace with those that were upon the

wall, for he was a person not unknown to them. This

circumstance provoked Titus, who recognized by it their

passion, that they would not keep their hands off even

such as approached them for their safety, to press on the

siege. He also at the same time gave his soldiers leave

to ravage the suburbs, and ordered them to bring up
timber and raise banks against the city. And when he
had divided his army into three parts in order to set about
those works, he placed the archers and those that shot

darts in the midst of the banks, and before them he placed

the engines that threw javelins and darts and stones, that

he might prevent the enemy from sallying out upon their

works, and stop those on the wall from being able to obstruct

them. So the trees were cut down immediately, and the

suburbs left bare. However, the Jews did not remain quiet,

while the timber was being brought to raise the banks,

and the whole army was earnestly engaged in the work.

But the people of Jerusalem, who had been hitherto ])lun-

dered and murdered, now felt good courage, for they sup-

posed they would have breathing time, while the others

were busy in opposing their enemies outside the city, and
that they would now be avenged on those that had been
the authors of their miseries, if the Romans did but come
off victorious.

§ 3. However, John remained quiet from fear of Simon,
even though his own men were anxious to make a sally

upon their enemies outside. But Simon did not he still,

for he was near the besiegers, but placed his engines of

war at due intervals upon the wall, both those which they

took from Cestius formerly, and those which they got when
they captured the garrison in the tower of Antonia. But
though they had these engines in their possession, most of

them had so little skill in using them, that they were in great

measure useless, but there were a few who had been taught

by deserters how to use them, and they used them, though
in an awkward manner. They also threw stones and shot

arrows from the wall at those who were making the banks ;

they also ran out upon them in companies, and engaged
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with them. But those that were at work protected them-
selves with spreading hurdles over their banks, and pointed

their engines at them when they sallied out from the city.

Now the engines that aU. the legions had prepared were
admirable, but especially those that belonged to the tenth

legion, for their engines that threw darts were more power-
ful, and those that threw stones were larger than the rest,

so that they not only repelled the sallies of the Jews, but
also knocked down those that were upon the walls. Now,
the stones that were thrown were of the weight of a talent,

and theywere carried twofurlongs andfurther ; and the blow
they gave was irresistible, not only to those that stood first

in the way, but also to those that were far behind them.

As for the Jews, they at first -watched the coming of the

stone, for it was white, and could therefore be perceived

not only by the great noise it made, but could be seen also

before it came because of its brightness. So the watchmen
that sat upon the towers gave them notice when the engine

was let ofE and the stone projected, and cried out aloud in

their national language, " The missile is coming." ' Then
those that were in its way moved out of it, and threw them-

selves down flat upon the ground ; and by their taking this

precaution the stone when it fell did them no harm. But
the Eomans contrived to prevent that by blacking the stone.

They could then aim at them with success, when the stone

was not seen beforehand, as it had been tiU. then, and so

they slew many at one blow. However, the Jews in spite

of all this galling fire did not permit the Eomans to raise

their banks undisturbed ; but with ingenuity and boldness

kept repelling them both by night and day.

§ 4. And now, upon the finishing of the Eoman works,

the workmen measured the distance there was from the

wall by lead and line, which they threw from their banks,

for they could not measure it otherwise, as the Jews shot

at them from above. And when they found that the batter-

ing-rams could reach the wall, they brought them up, and

Titus placed his catapults at certain intervals nearer to the

wall, that the Jews might not be able to repel the battering-

rams, and gave orders that these last should go to work.

' Adopting Hudson's splendid emendation, Ioq instead of tiiof.

V. D
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And wlieii thereupon a prodigious noise rang all round on
the sudden from three places, there was a great cry of alarm
raised by the citizens that were within the city, and no less

terror fell upon the seditious themselves. And both fac-

tions, seeing the common danger they were in, contrived to

make common defence. So the different factions cried out

to one another to act entirely in concert because of their

enemies ; saying they ought, anyhow, in theirpresent circum-

stances, if Grod did not grant them a lasting concord, to

lay aside their enmity against one another, and to unite to-

gether against the Romans. Accordingly, Simon gave
those in the temple leave by proclamation to go upon the

walls ; John also himself, though he could hardly trust

Simon, gave them the same leave. So on both sides they

forgot their hatred and private quarrels, and formed them-
selves into one body, and manned the walls, and having a

vast number of torches, threw them from the walls at the

machines, and shot darts perpetually at those who impelled

the battering-rams. Nay, the bolder sort leaped out en

masse upon the hurdles that covered the machines, and
pulled them to pieces, and fell upon thosewhowere in charge
of them, and got the better of them, not so much by any
skill they had, as by their daring. However, Titus himself

ceased not to send assistance to those that were the hardest

pressed, and placed both horsemen and archers on each side

of the engines, and so kept off those that tried to apply fire to

them, and also repelled those that hurled missiles from the

towers, and then set the battering-rams to work. But the

wall did not yield to these blows, excepting where the

battering-ram of the fifteenth legion knocked off the comer
of a tower, while the wall continued unhurt ; for the wall

was not immediately in the same danger as the tower, for

the latter jutted out a long way, so it could not easily break
off any part of the wall with itself.

§ 6. And now the Jews intermitted their salhes for a

while, but when they observed the Romans dispersed all

abroad at their works and in their various camps, (for they
thought the Jews had retired from weariness and fear,)

they all at once made a sally near the tower Hippicus '

' Near the Jaffa gate.
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through an obscure gate, and at the same time brought
fire to bum the works, and went boldly up to the Somans,
and to their very fortifications. And at the cry they made,
those that were near them came quickly to their assistance,

and those further off came running up. And the boldness

of the Jews was too much for the good order of the Somans,
and as they beat those whom they first fell upon, so they
pressed hard those that were now gathered together. And
the fight round the machines was Teiy hot, for the Jews
tried hard to set them on fire, and the Romans to prevent

this ; and on both sides there was a confused cry raised, and
many of those in the forefront of the battle were slain.

However, the Jews had the best of it from their desperate

valour, and the fire caught hold of the works, and both all

those works, and the engines themselves, would have been
in danger of being biumt, had not most of the picked sol-

diers from Alexandria resisted this, and behaved with

courage such as surprised even themselves, for they out-

did in this fight those that had greater reputation than
themselves. Such was the state of things till Titus

took the stoutest of his horsemen, and attacked the

enemy, and slew with his own hand twelve of those

that were in the van of the Jews ; and at the death

of these men the rest of the multitude gave way, and he

pursued them, and drove them all into the city, and saved

the works from fire. Now, it happened in this fight, that

a certain Jew was taken alive, and he by Titus' order was
crucified before the waUs, to see whether the rest of them
would be terrified at the sight and give in. And after the

retreat John, who was commander of the Idumaeans, and
was talking to a certain soldier of his acquaintance before

the wall, was wounded in the breast by a dart shot at him
by an Arabian, and died immediately, leaving the greatest

grief to the Jews, and sorrow to the seditious. For he was
distinguished both in action and for intelligence.
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CHAP. VII.

How one of the Towers erected by the Romans fell down of
its own accord ; and how the Romans after great Slaughter

got possession of the first Wall. Also how Titus made
Assault upon the second Wall ; also concerning Longinus
the Roman, and Castor the Jew.

§1.

THE folio-wing night an unexpected panic fell upon the
Romans. For whereas Titus had given orders for the

erection of three towers fifty cubits high, that by setting

men upon them at every bank, he might from thence drive

back those who were upon the wall, it so happened that
one of these towers fell down about midnight. And as its

fall made a very great noise, a panic fell upon the army,
and they all ran to arms, supposing that the enemy was
coming to attack them. And a disturbance and tumult
arose among the legions, and as no one coiild tell what had
happened, they were in the greatest anxiety and doubt, and
as no enemy appeared, they were afraid of one another,
and every one demanded of his neighbour the watchword
with great earnestness, as though the Jews had invaded
their camp. And now they were like people beset by a
panic fear, till Titus was informed of what had happened,
and gave orders that all should be acquainted with the
real state of things, and then, though not without some
difficulty, they got rid of their alarm.

§ 2. Now these towers very much harassed the Jews, who
otherwise opposed the Eomans very courageously ; for they
were shot at by the enemy's lighter engines from those
towers, as also by the javelin-men and archers and slingers.

For the Jews could not get at them because of their height

;

and it was not practicable to take the towers, or to overturn
them, because they were so heavy, or to set them on fire,

because they were covered with plates of iron. So they
retired out of the reach of the darts, and no longer en-
deavoured to hinder the shocks of the battering-rams,
which by continually beating at the wall gradually pre-
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vailed against it. And as the wall already gave way to
Nicon ^ (for by that name did the Jews themselves call the
largest of the Roman battering-rams, because it conquered
all things), and they were now for a long while grown
weary of fighting and mounting guard, and of bivouacking
at a distance from the city, most grew faint-hearted and
retired, especially as from their sloth and iU-advisedness
on all occasions they thought it superfluous to guard the
wall, there being, besides that, two other walls still re-

maining. Then the Romans mounted the breach, where
Nicon ' had made one, and all the Jews left guarding that
wall, and retired to the second wall. So the Romans that
had got over that wall opened the gates, and admitted all

the army. Thus did the Romans get possession of the
first wall on the fifteenth day of the siege, which was the
seventh day of the month Artemisius, when they rased
to the ground a great part of it, as they did also to the
northern parts of the city, which had been also demolished
by Cestius formerly.

§ 3. And now Titus pitched his camp within the city, at

the place which was called the Camp of the Assyrians,"

occupying all that lay between as far as Cedron, but taking
care to be so far from the second wall as to be out of reach
of the Jews' darts, and at once began his attacks upon it.

Upon this the Jews divided themselves into several bodies,

and courageously defended the second wall, while John and
his men fought from the tower of Antonia, and from the

north portico of the temple, and before the tomb of kiag
Alexander; and Simon's division occupied the spot of

ground near John's tomb, and fortified it as far as the gate

'

where water was brought in to the tower Hippicus. And
the Jews frequently made violent salhes en masse from the

gates, and fought the Romans, and when they were pur-

sued all together to the wall, they were beaten in those

conflicts, lacking the skill of the Romans, but they got

the best of it in the battles from the walls. And the

Romans were encouraged by their power joined to their

^ That is, conqueror.
'^ Apparently in the north-west portion of the modern city, between

the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the city wall.

' A gate on or near the site of the present Jaffa gate.
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skill, as the Jews were by their boldness, which was
nourished by the fear they were in, and that stoutness

which is natural to our nation under calamities ; they were
also encouraged still more by the hope of deliverance, as

the Eomans were by their hopes of subduing them in a
little time. So neither side grew weary ; but attacks and
fightings upon the walls, and perpetual sallies out in

bodies, took place all day long ; nor was there any mode
of fighting that was not then put in use. Nay, night itself

scarcely stopped them, though they began to fight in the

morning, for night was passed without sleep on both sides,

and was more trying than the day to them, for the Jews
were afraid lest the wall would be taken, and the Romans
lest the Jews should attack their camps : so both sides spent

all night in their armour and were therefore ready to fight

at the first dawn of light. And the rivalry among the Jews
was who should first undergo danger, and so gratify their

commanders, and they had a great veneration and dread

of Simon above all, for to that degree was he regarded by
every one of those that were under him, that at his com-
mand they were very ready to kill themselves with their

own hands. And what made the Eomans so courageous

was their usual habit of conquering, and their inexperience

of defeat, and their constant wars, and their perpetual drill,

and the grandeur of their empire ; and above all the con-

stant presence of Titus everywhere. For it appeared dis-

graceful to play the coward when their Prince was present

and fought bravely with them, and was himself at once an
eye-witness of such as behaved themselves valiantly, and
was there to reward them also ; so it was esteemed an ad-

vantage to have one's valour known to the Prince, which
made many display more valour than their strength war-
ranted. For example, as the Jews were about this time
standing in battle-array in a strong body before the wall,

while both parties were throwing their darts at each other

from a distance, Longinus, one of equestrian order, leaped
out of the army of the Eomans, and leaped into the very
midst of the army of the Jews ; and as they dispersed upon
this attack, he slew two of their bravest men, striking one
of them in the mouth as he was coming to meet him, and
slaying the other with the very spear which he drew out
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of the body of the first, with which he had pierced him
through the side, as he was running away from him ; and
when he had done this, he got back safe from the midst of
his enemies to his own side. Thus did he distinguish
himself for his valour, and there were many who were am-
bitious of gaining the Uke reputation for bravery. And
now the Jews were unconcerned at what they suffered

at the hands of the Romans, and were only solicitous

about what harm they could do them ; and death itself

seemed a very small matter to them, if at the same time
as they fell they could but kill one of their enemies. But
Titus considered the personal safety of his soldiers as

important as their victory, and he said that inconsiderate

valour was madness, and that that alone was true courage
that was joined with prudence. He therefore commanded
his men to take care when they fought their enemies that

they received no harm from them, and so to show them-
selves to be truly valiant men.

§ 4. And now Titus brought up his battering-ram to the

middle tower of the north wall, where a certain crafty Jew,
whose name was Castor, lay in ambush with ten others

like himself, the rest having fled away because of the

archers. These men lay still for a while crouching under
their breastworks, but when the tower began to rock

they rose up, and Castor stretched out his hands as a

petitioner, and called for Titus, and begged him in a miser-

able voice to have mercy upon them. And Titus, in his

simplicity, believing him to be in earnest, and hoping that

the Jews did now repent, stopped the working of the batter-

ing-ram, and forbade them to shoot at these suppliants,

and bade Castor say what he wished. And when he said that

he would come down, if Titus would give him his right

hand for his security, Titus replied that he was well pleased

at his good sense, and would be well pleased if all the Jews
were of the same mind, and that he was ready to offer the

same security to the city. Now five of the ten dissembled

with him, and pretended to beg for mercy, while the rest

cried out aloud that they would never be slaves to the

Romans, when it was in their power to die free. Now
while these men were quarrelling for a long while, the

attack was delayed, and Castor sent to Simon, and told
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him that he might take his time to deliberate about urgent
matters, for he him.self would elude the power of the

-Romans for a considerable time. And at the same time
that he sent this message, he appeared openly to exhort
those that were unwilling to accept Titus' offer of security

;

but they seemed very angry at this, and brandished their

naked swords upon the breastworks, and struck themselves
upon their breastplates, and fell down as if they had been
slain. Thereupon Titus, and those that were with him,
were amazed at the courage of the men ; and as they were
not able, being on lower ground, to see exactly what was
taking place, they marvelled at their great fortitude, and
pitied their calamity. Meantime a certain person shot a dart

at Castor, and wounded him in the nose, whereupon he at

once pulled out the dart, and showed it to Titus, and com-
plained that this was unfair treatment. And Titus reproved
him that shot the dart, and sent Josephus, who stood by
him, to offer his right hand to Castor. But Josephus said

that he would not go to him, for these petitioners meant
nothing that was good ; he also restrained those friends of

his who were anxious to go. But one ^Eneas, a deserter,

said he would go to him. Castor also called out to them,
that somebody should come and receive the money which
he had with him ; which made iEneas the more earnestly

run to him with his bosom open. Then Castor took up
a great stone, and threw it at him, which missed him
because he guarded himself against it, but it wounded
another soldier who was advancing. When Titus under-
stood that this was a trick, he saw that mercy in war is a
pernicious thing, because such cunning tricks have less

scope for them in the school of severity. So he set his

battering-ram towork more strongly than before, because of
his anger at the trick put upon him. But Castor and his

companions set the tower on fire when it began to give
way, and leaped through the flames into a hidden vault
that was under it, which made the Eomans again suppose
that they were men of great coiirage, as having cast them-
selves into the fire.
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CHAP. vni.

How the Romans tooJc the second Wall twice, and got ready

for talcing the third Wall.

§1.
XTOW Titus toot the second wall the fifth day after he
-1- ' had taken the first, and as the Jews fled from it, he
entered inside it with a thousand armed men, and those his

choice troops, at the place where were the wool market and
smiths' shops, and the market for garments, of New Town,'
and where the narrow streets led obliquely to the wall. Now
if Titus had either demolished a considerable part of the
wall immediately, or on entering in had, according to the
law of war, destroyed what was left, his victory would not,

I suppose, have been mixed with any detriment to himself.

But as it was, out of the hope he had that he should make
the Jews ashamed of their obstinacy, by his showing him-
self unwilling though he was able to afflict them more than
was actually necessary, he did not widen the breach of

the wall to make retreat easy upon occasion ; for he did

not think those whom he thought of benefiting would
lay snares for him. When therefore he entered in, he
did not permit his soldiers to kill any of those they
captured, nor to set fire to their houses, nay, he gave
leave to the seditious, if they had a mind to fight with-

out any harm to the people, to do so, and promised to

restore the people's effects to them. For he was very de-

sirous to preserve the city for himself, and the temple for

the city. As to the people, they had been for a long time
ready to comply with his proposals, but to the fighting

men this humanity of his seemed weakness, and they im-
agined that Titus made these offers because he was not

able to take the whole city. They also threatened death
to the people, if any one of them should say a word about
surrender, and cut the throats of such as talked of peace,

and attacked the Romans that had come inside the wall,

' On Bezetha.
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some meeting them in the narrow streets, and some fight-

ing from their houses, and others made a sally at the

upper gates outside the wall, at whom those that guarded
the wall were so frightened, that they leaped down from
their towers, and retired to their camps. Upon this a

great shouting was made by the Eomans that were within,

because they were surrounded on every side by their enemies

;

as also by those Romans that were without, because they

were in fear for those that were left in the city. And the

Jews kept continually flocking up, and had great advan-

tage over the Romans from their knowledge of the narrow
streets, and they wounded many of them, and fell upon
them and drove them out of the city. Now these Romans
were forced to make the best resistance they could, for

they were not able to get out en masse at the narrow breach

in the wall ; indeed it is probable that all those who had
entered in would have been cut to pieces, had not Titus

come to their aid. For he ordered the archers to stand at

the upper ends of the narrow streets, and stood himself

where the greatest number of the enemy was, and with his

darts kept them back, as did also Domitius Sabinus with

him, a valiant man, and one that in this battle showed
himseM so. And Titus continued to shoot darts at the

Jews perpetually, to hinder them from coming at his men,
until all his soldiers had withdrawn.

§ 2. Thus were the Romans driven out, after they had
got possession of the second wall. Wliereupon the fighting

men that were in the city were lifted up in their minds,

and elated at their success, and began to think that the

Romans would never venture to come into the city any
more, and that, if they themselves fought, they would not
be any more beaten. For God had blinded their minds
because of the transgressions they had been guilty of, nor

did they realize how much greater forces the Romans had
than those that were now repelled, any more than they saw
that famine was creeping upon them. For they could still

feed themselves on the public miseries, and drink the

blood of the city. But now poverty had for a long time

seized upon the good, and a great many had already died

from want of necessaries ; but the factious thought the

destruction of the people a relief to themselves. For they
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desired that none might be preserved biit such as were
against a peace with the Eomans, and were resolved to live
in opposition to them, and they were pleased when those
of the contrary opinion died off en masse, as being then
freed from a heavy burden. Such was their disposition of
mind with regard to those who were within the city. And
they covered themselves with their armour, and tried to
prevent the Eomans who were trying to get into the city
again, and fortified with their own bodies the breach in the
wall. Thus did they valiantly defend themselves for three
days ; but on the fourth day they could not hold out against
the energy of Titus' assault, but were compelled to flee

where they had fled before. So he got possession again
of the wall, and at once rased it to the ground entirely

;

and when he had put a garrison into the towers that were
on the south of the city, he considered how he might storm
the third wall.

CHAP. IX.

As the Jews were not at all mollified by his leaving off the

Siege for a ivhile, Titus set himself again to prosecute the

same ; hut soon sent Josephus to treat with his fellow-
countrymen about Peace.

TITTJS now determined to relax the siege for a little

while, and to afford the factious an interval for consi-

deration, and to see whether the rasing to the ground of

their second wall would not make them a little more com-
pliant, or the fear of famine (for the spoils they had got
by rapine would not be sufficient for them long), and he
made use of this relaxation in order to compass his own
ends. Accordingly, when the appointed time came for

him to distribute provision-money to the soldiers, he gave
orders that his commanders should draw up the army in

battle-array in the face of the enemy, and then give every
one of the soldiers their pay. Then the soldiers, according
to custom, opened the cases in which their arms before lay

covered, and marched with their breastplates on, and the
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cavalry led their horses in their fine trappings. Then did
the places before the city glitter -with silver and gold a long
way ; nor was any thing so agreeable to Titus' own men, or

so terrible to the enemy, as that sight. For the whole of

the ancient wall, and the north side of the temple, was full

of spectators, and one might see the houses full of people

peeping out to look at them ; nor was there any part of the

city which was not covered with people. And a very great

consternation seized upon the boldest, when they saw all

the army in one place, and observed the fineness of their

arms, and the good order of the men. And I cannot but
think that the factious would have changed their minds at

that sight, had not the crimes they had committed against

the people been so dreadful, that they despaired of forgive-

ness from the Romans ; and as they believed that death
with torture would be their punishment if they surren-

dered, they thought it much better to die in war. Tate
also so far prevailed over them, that the innocent had to

perish with the guilty, and the city was doomed to destruc-

tion with the seditious that were in it.

§ 2. Now the Eomans spent four days in distributing their

provision-money to the several legions. But on the fifth

day, as no proposal for peace came from the Jews, Titus

divided his legions into two parts, and began to raise banks
both at the tower of Antonia ' and at John's tomb, intend-

ing to take the upper city at that tomb, and the temple at

the tower of Antonia ; for if the temple were not taken,

it would be dangerous to occupy the city. So at each of

these places he raised banks, each legion raising one. As
for those that worked at John's tomb, the Idumseans and
Simon's soldiers made sallies upon them, and hindered
their work, while John's party and the multitude of

Zealots did the same to those who were before the tower of

Antonia. The Jews were now too much for the Romans,
not only in direct fighting, because they stood upon higher
ground, but also because they had now learned to use their

engines, for their continual use of them one day after an-
other by degrees improved their skill. For they had three

' The two attacks were at Antonia, at the north-west corner of the
Hardm esh-Slierif; and at John's tomb, in the vicinity of the Jaffa
Rate.
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hundred engines for darts, and forty for stones, and by
them they made it more difficult for the Romans to raise

their banks. But Titus, knowing that the city would be
either saved or destroyed for himself, not only pressed
on the siege, but did not neglect to exhort the Jews to re-

pentance. So he mixed counsel with action, and being
aware that argument is frequently more effectual than
force, he urged them to surrender the city which was now in

a manner already taken, and so to save themselves, and sent

Josephus to speak to them in their own language, for he
imagined they might yield to the persuasion of a fellow-

countryman of their own.

§ 3. So Josephus went round the wall, and tried to find

a place that was out of reach of their darts, and yet within
their hearing, and besought them in many words to spare

themselves and the people, and to spare their country and
temple, and not to be more hard-hearted in these matters

than foreigners. For the Romans, though they had no part

in those things, respected what their enemies regarded as

sacred, and had till now kept their hands off them, while

those who were brought up among them, and who, if they
were preserved, would be the only people that would reap

the benefit of them, were urgent to have them destroyed.

Moreover, they had seen their strongest walls rased to the

ground, and the wall still remaining was weaker than those

that had been taken ; and they knewthe powerof theRomans
was invincible, and to serve them was no new experience.

And if it was noble to fight for liberty, that ought to have

been done at first ; for after having once fallen under the

power of the Romans, and having submitted to them for

so long a time, then to try to shake off their yoke was the

action of such as had a mind to die miserably, not of such

as were lovers of liberty. Besides, it was right to despise

ignoble masters, but not those who had all things under
their feet. For what parts of the world had escaped the

Romans, unless such as were of no use either from intense

heat or intense cold ? And it was evident that fortune had
on all sides been transferred to them, and that God, who
had given all the nations power in turn, had now settled in

Italy. Moreover, it was a strong and fixed law, among
brute beasts as well as among men, to yield to those that
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were too strong for them, and that the dominion should be

with those who were supreme in war. That was why their

forefathers, who were far superior to them both in souls

and bodies and other advantages besides, had yet submitted
to the Romans, which they would not have done, had they

not known that God was with them. As for themselves,

what did they rely on in holding out, when most of their

city was already taken, and when those that were within it

were in greater misery than if they had been taken, if their

walls were still standing ? For the Eomans were not unac-

quainted with the famine which was in the city, whereby
the people were ah-eady consumed, and the fighting men
would soon be so too. For even if the Eomans should raise

the siege, and not fall upon the city with their swords
in their hands, yet was there an irresistible war that be-

set them within, and grew bigger every hoiur, unless indeed

they were able to wage war with famine, and fight against

it, or could alone of mankind conquer their natural appe-

tites. He added further, that it would be well to change
their conduct, before their calamities were become incur-

able, and to have recourse to safety while they had oppor-

tunity. For the Eomans would not bear malice for their

past actions, unless they persevered in their obstinate be-

haviour to the end ; for they were by nature mild in their

conquests, and preferred what was expedient to gratifying

their passions. And what advantage could there be in

having a city empty of inhabitants, and a desert region ?

That was why Titus was now willing to offer them his

right hand ; whereas, if he took the city by force, he would
not spare any of them, especially if they rejected his offers

in this their dire distress. For the walls that were already

taken assured him that the third wall could not but be

quickly taken also ; and, even if their fortifications should
prove too strong for the Eomans to break through them,
yet would famine fight for the Eomans against them.

§ 4. While Josephus was making this exhortation to the

Jews, many of them jested at him from the wall, and many
railed at him, nay, some threw their darts at him. And as

he could not persuade them by open advice, he betook him-
self to the history of their nation, and cried out, '

'Omiserable
people, and unmindful of your own helpers, will you fight
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with, weapons and hand to hand against the Romans?
When did we ever conquer any other nation by such means ?

and when did G-od, the creator of the Jews, not avenge them
when they had been injured ? Will not you turn and con-

sider what made you fight with such success, and how great

a divine helper you have profanely abused ? Will not you
recall to mind the prodigious things done for your fore-

fathers, and with regard to this holy place, how great

enemies of yours God in days of old subdued unto you ?

I indeed tremble to declare the works of G-od to people

unworthy to hear them: however, hearken to me, that

you may know that you are fighting not only against

the Bomans, but also against God himself. In old

times one Nechao king of Egypt (who was also called

Pharaoh) came with a countless army of soldiers, and
seized queen Sarah, the mother of our nation. What
did Abraham our progenitor then do ? Did he defend
himself against this tyrant by war, although he had three

hundred and eighteen captains under him, and an immense
army under each of them, or did he deem them no number
at all without God's assistance, and only spread out his

hands towards this holy place, which you have now polluted,

and enlisted God as his invincible supporter ? Was not his

queen sent back undefiled to her husband the very next

evening, while the king of Egypt fled away, adoring this

place which you have defiled by shedding therein the blood

of your own countrymen, and trembling at the visions

which he saw in the night-season, and bestowing both silver

and gold on the Hebrews, as on people beloved by God ?

Shall I be silent, or speak of the removal of our fathers

into Egypt, who, when they were used tyrannically, and
had fallen under the power of foreign kings for four hun-
dred years together, though they might have defended
themselves by war and by fighting, did yet do nothing but
commit themselves to God ? Who is there that does not

know that Egypt was over-run with all sorts of wild beasts,

and harassed by all sorts of plagues, that their land did not
bring forth its fruit, that the water of the Nile failed, and
that the ten plagues of Egypt followed one upon another,

and that owing to this our fathers were sent away with a
guard without any bloodshed, and without running any
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danger, because God conducted them as his peculiar ser-

vants ? Moreover, did not Palestine groan under the
ravage the Assyrians made, when they carried away our
sacred ark ? And did not their idol Dagon groan, as also
the entire nation of those that carried the ark away ; for
they were smitten with a loathsome disease in the secret

parts of their bodies, and their very bowels came down
with what they had eaten, till those hands that stole the
ark away were obliged to bring it back again, and that
with the sound of cymbals and kettledrums, and with
oblations to appease the anger of God for the violation of

his holy ark ? God was then our general, and accomplished
those great things for our fathers, because they did not
meddle with war and fighting, but committed it to him to

judge about the affair. When Sennacherib, king of the
Assyrians, brought in his train all Asia, and encompassed
this city with his army, did he fall by the hands of
men ? Were not those hands lifted up to God in prayers,

without meddling with arms, when the angel of God de-
stroyed that countless host in one night ? And did not the
Assyrian king, when he arose the next day, find an hundred
and eighty-five thousand dead bodies, and did he not with
the remainder of his army flee away from the Hebrews,
though they were unarmed and did not pursue after him ?

Tou also know of our slavery at Babylon, where our people
were captives for seventy years, and not restored till

Cyrus gratified God by bringing it about ; when they were
restored by him, and again celebrated the worship of their
deliverer in his temple. And, to speak generally, we can pro-
duce no example wherein our fathers got any success by
war, or failed of success without war, when they committed
themselves to God. When they stayed at home they con-
quered, as it pleased their Judge, but when they went out to
fight, they always met with reverses ; for example, when
the king of Babylon besieged this very city, and our king
Zedekiah fought against him, contrary to the prophecies of
Jeremiah, he was himself taken prisoner, and saw the city
and sanctuary overthrown. Yet how much greater was the
moderation of that king than is that of your present
rulers, and that of the people under him than is that of
you at this time ! For when Jeremiah cried out aloud, that
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God was very angry with them because of their transgres-

sion, and told them they would be taken prisoners unless

they surrendered up their city, neither did the king nor the

people put him to death. But you (to pass over what you
have done within the city, which I am not able to describe

as your wickedness deserves), you I say abuse me, and throw
darts at me, who only exhort you to save yourselves, being

provoked when you are put in mind of your sins, and being

unable to bear the very mention of those crimes which you
every day perpetrate. To take another example, when An-
tiochus, who was called Epiphanes, besieged this city, and
was guilty of many outrages against Grod, and our forefathers

met him in arms, they themselves were slain in the battle,

and the city was plundered by our enemies, and the sanc-

tuarywas desolate for three years andsixmonths. Why need
I bring any more examples ? Indeed, what can it be that

has stirred up an army of the Eomans against our nation ?

Is it not the impiety of the people of our country ? And
whence did our servitude originate ? Did it not proceed

from the dissensions of our forefathers, when the madness
of Aristobulus and Hyrcanus and their mutual quarrels

brought Pompey upon this city, when God reduced those

who were unworthy of liberty to subjection to the Eomans ?

For after a siege of three months they had to surrender,

although they had not been so guilty of offences with re-

gard to our sanctuary and our laws as you have been, and
that though they had much greater resources for war than

vou have ! Do we not know what end Antigonus, the son

of Aristobulus, came to, in whose reign God again punished

the people's offences by the capture of this city ? And
when Herod, the son of Antipater, brought upon us

Sossius, and Sossius brought upon us the Eoman army,

they were then surrounded and besieged for six months,

till as a punishment for their sins they were captured,

and the city was plundered by the enemy. Thus it ap-

pears that warfare is never allowed our nation ; but that

capture always follows our fighting. For I suppose that

such as inhabit this holy place ought to commit the dis-

posal of all things to God, and to disregard the hand of

men, when they plead to the Judge above. But as for you,

what have you done of the things approved of by our legis-

V. E
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lator ? and wliat have you not done of the things that he

condemned ? How much more impious are you than those

who were so quickly captured ! Ton have not disdained

so much as those sins that are done in secret, as thefts, and
treacherous plots against men, and adulteries. Do you not

vie with one another in rapine and murders, and do you not

invent strange modes of wickedness ? Nay, the temple it-

self is become the receptacle of all, and the divine place is

polluted by the hands of our own countrjrmen, although it

was reverenced by the Romans who lived at a distance, for

they suffered many of their own customs to give place to

our law. And, after all this, do you expect him whom you

have so impiously abused to be your helper? Tou have

forsooth a right to be petitioners, and to call upon him to

assist you, so pure are your hands ! Did our king lift up
such hands in prayer against the king of Assyria, when
God destroyed that great army in one night? And do

the Eomans commit such wickedness, as did the king of

Assyria, that you may hope for the like vengeance upon
them ? Did not that king accept of money from our king

on condition that he should not destroy the city, and yet,

contrary to the oath he had taken, did he not come down
to bum the temple? Whereas the Eomans demand no
more than the accustomed tribute which our fathers paid

to their fathers ; and if they but once obtain that, they

will neither destroy this city, nor touch this sanctuary.

Nay, they will in that case grant you besides, that your
posterity shall be free, and your possessions secui'ed to

you, and they will preserve your holy laws inviolate. It

is indeed madness to expect that God should appear

as well disposed towards the wicked as towards the righ-

teous, for he knows when it is proper to punish people

for their sins immediately. Accordingly, he broke the

power of the Assyrians the very first night that they

pitched their camp. And had he judged our nation

worthy of freedom, or the Eomans deserving of punish-

ment, he would have immediately inflicted punishment
upon those Eomans (as he did upon the Assyrians) when
Pompey began to meddle with our nation, or when after

him Sossius came up against us, or when Vespasian laid

waste Galilee, or lastly now, when Titus drew near the
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city. Whereas Magnus ' and Sossius did not only suffer

nothing, but took our city by storm, and Vespasian went
from the war he made against you to become emperor. As
for Titus, those springs that were formerly dried up for

you run very plentifully for him. For you know very well

how Snoam,' as well as all the other springs outside the
city, so failed that water was sold by measure ; ' whereas
they are now so full of water for your enemies, that there
is sufficient drink not only for themselves and their cattle,

but for their gardens also. The same wonderful pheno-
menon you experienced formerly at the time of the capture
of our city, when the forementioned king of Babylon made
war against us, and when he took our city, and burnt our
temple, though I believe the Jews of that age were not so

impious as you are. So that I thiak Grod is fled from
his sanctuary, and stands on the side of those against

whom you now fight. Why, even a good man will flee from
an impure house, and will hate those that are iq it ; and
do you thiak that G-od will abide with you in your crimes,

who sees all secret things, and hears things kept most
private? Though what crime is there that is so much
as kept secret or concealed by you? nay, what is not

open to your enemies ? For you make a pompous show
of your lawless doings, and vie with one another daily

which of you shall be the worse, and make a pubUc dis-

play of your vice as if it were virtue. However, there is

yet a road left for your preservation, if you are willing to

take it; for Grod is easily reconciled to those that confess

their faults and repent of them. Te men of iron, cast away
your arms, and take pit}- on your country already going to

ruin ; return from your wicked ways, and have regard to

the beauty and excellence of the city you are going to

betray, and of the temple rich with the donations of so

many nations ! Who will first set these things on fire ?

who wishes that these things should be no more? and
what is there that can better deserve to be preserved ? O

^ That is, Pompey.
^ Siloam derives its water, by a roek-hewn channel, from the Virgin's

Fountain, in the Cedron Valley, which was probably closed at tlie time

of the siege.

' Literally, by amphorw.
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hard-hearted creatures, and more vrnfeeling than stones

!

And if you do not look on these things with genuine
eyes, yet have pity upon your families, and let every one
of you set before your eyes your children and wives and
parents, who will soon perish either hy famine or war.
I am aware that this danger extends to my mother and
wife, and to my not ignoble family, and house very eminent
in old time ; and perhaps you imagine that it is on their
account only that I give you this advice. If that be so,
kill them, nay, take my blood as the hire of vour safety

;

for I am ready to die, if you will but return to a sound
mind after my death."

CHAP. X.

Hoiu many of the People had a great inclination to desert to

the Romans ; also what intolerable things those that stayed
in the City sufferedfrom Famine, and the sad Gonseqweiiees
thereof.

§1-
A S Josephus uttered these words in a loud voice, not

-^~i- without tears, the seditious would neither yield to
what he said, nor did they deem it safe to alter their con-
duct ; but the people had a great inclination to desert to
the Eomans. So some of them sold what they had for
very little, and others swallowed down their most precious
treasures, namely pieces of gold, that they might not be
found out by the robbers, and when they had escaped to the
Eomans, went to stool, and so had wherewithal to provide
plentifully for themselves. For Titus let a great number
of them go away into the country, wherever each pleased.
And the main reason why they were so ready to desert was
that now they would be freed from those miseries which
they endured in the city, and yet would not be slaves
to the Eomans. However, John and Simon, and their
factions, more carefully watched these men's going out,
than they did the coming in of the Eomans ; and if any
one did but afford the least shadow of suspicion of .such an
intention, his throat was cut immediately.



CHAP. X.J THE JEWISH WAK. 53

§ 2. As for the richer sort, their staying in the city

brought death all the same ; for they were put to death

on the pretext that they were going to desert, but in reality

that the robbers might get their property. The reckless-

ness of the seditious did also increase with the famine,

and both these miseries grew every day worse. And as

there was no corn anywhere apparent, the robbers came
running up, and ransacked houses ; and if they found
anv com, they tortured persons as i£ they had denied

they had any ; and if they found none, they tortured

them worse, because they supposed they had more care-

fully concealed it. The test they made use of whether
they had any or not was the bodies of these miserable

wretches. If they were in good condition, they supposed

they were in no want at all of food ; but if they were wasted

away, they walked off without searching any further ; for

they did not think it reasonable to kill such as would very

soon die for want of food. Many indeed privately sold

their possessions for one measure of wheat, if they were of

the richer sort, but of barley if they were poorer ; and
when they had so done, they shut themselves up in the in-

most rooms of their houses, and ate the corn they had got,

some without grinding it because of the extreme want they

were in ; and others baked bread of it, as necessity and
fear dictated. Nowhere was a table laid for a distinct

meal, but they snatched the bread out of the fire only

partially baked, and ate it greedily.

§ 3. Miserable were now their meals, and it was a sight

for tears, for the strong had more than their share, and
the weak lamented their going short. But famine over-

comes all other passions, and is destructive of nothing so

much as modesty ; for what is otherwise worthy of

reverence is in this case despised. Indeed wives pulled

the morsels that their husbands were eating out of

their very mouths, and children did the same to their

fathers, and what was stiU more pitiable, so did mothers

to their infants ; and when those that were most dear

were perishing in their hands, they were not ashamed to

take from them the very last drops that might have pre-

served their lives. Yet while they ate in this manner, they

were not unobserved in so doing ; for the seditious every-
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where stood over them, and snatched away from them
what they had got from others. For whenever they saw
any house shut up, this was to them an indication that the

people within had got some food ; whereupon they straight-

way broke open the doors, and ran in, and took pieces of

what they were eating almost out of their very throats

by force. And old men who held their food fast were
beaten, and if women hid what they had within their

hands, their hair was torn for so doing. Nor was there

any pity shown either to grey hairs or to babes, but they
lifted up children from the ground, as they hung upon the
morsels they had got, and dashed them down upon the

ground. But they were still more barbarous and cruel to

those who tried to prevent their coming in, and had
actually gulped down what they were going to seize upon,
as if they had been unjustly defrauded of their rights.

They also invented terrible methods of torment to discover

where any food was, stopping up with pulse the passages of

the private parts of these miserable wretches, and driving
sharp stakes up their fundaments. And a man was forced
to bear what it is terrible even to hear, in order to make
him confess that he had but one loaf of bread, or that he
might bring out a handful of barley-meal that was con-
cealed. And this was done when these tormentors were
not themselves hungry, for the thing would have been less

barbarous had necessity forced them to it, but it was only
done to keep their recklessness in exercise, and to get
before-hand provisions for themselves for the following
days. These men went also to meet those that had crept
out of the city by night as far as the Eoman outposts, to
gather plants and herbs that grew wild ; and when such
people thought they had got clear of the enemy, they
snatched from them what they were bringing with them,
even while they frequently entreated them, invoking the
awful name of God, to give them back some part of what
they had at great danger brought, but they would not give
them the least crumb ; and it was a subject of congratula-
tion to these poor wretches that they were only spoiled, and
not killed also.

§ 4. Such was the treatment that the lower sort of
people suffered from the tyrant's body-guards ; but the men
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tliat were of rank and rich were carried before the tyrants
themselves. Some of them were falsely accused of laying
treacherous plots, and were consequently put to death,

others of them were charged with designs of betraying
the city to the Eomans ; but the readiest way of all was
to suborn somebody to inform that they were resolved to

desert to the enemy. And he who was utterly despoiled of

what he had by Simon, was sent back again to John, as
of those who had been already plundered by John, Simon
got what remained ; so that they drank in turn among
themselves the blood of the populace, and divided the dead
bodies of the poor creatures between them. And though
they contended with each other for the mastery, yet they
very well agreed in their wicked practices. Por he who did
not share with another what he had got by the miseries

of others seemed only partially guilty, and he that did not
go shares in such barbarity grieved at the loss, as at the
loss of something valuable.

§ 5. It is however impossible to narrate in detail every
instance of these men's lawlessness. I shall therefore say
briefly, that neither did any other city ever suffer such
miseries, nor did any age ever breed a generation more
fruitful in vyickedness from the beginning of the world

;

and at last they disparaged the Hebrew nation, that they
might appear less impious to strangers, and confessed (what
was indeed true) that they were slaves and the scum and
base refuse of the nation. Indeed it was they that over-

threw the city, and forced the Eomans against their will to

gain a melancholy reputation by their success, and all but
drew that fire upon the temple, which they seemed to think

came too slowly. And certainly, when they saw that temple
burning from the upper city, they neither grieved at it nor
wept, though these emotions were noticed among the

Eomans themselves. But these things I shall speak of

hereafter in their proper place, when I come to treat of

them.
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CHAP. XI.

Hoiv the Jews were Cmcified hefore the Walls of the City.

Concerning Antiochus Epiphanes ; and how the Jeivs over-

threiv the Earthivorhs that had hecn raised hy the Romans.

§1-

AND now Titus' earthworks had made great progress,

althougli his soldiers were much galled from the walls.

He then sent a troop of horse, and ordered they should lay

ambushes for those that went out into the valleys to get

food. Some of these last were indeed fighting men, who
were not contented with what they got by rapine, but most
of them were poor people, who were deterred from desert-

ing by the concern they were in for their relations ; for

they could not hope to escape with their wives and chil-

dren without the knowledge of the seditious, nor could
they think of leaving these relations to be slain by the
robbers instead of themselves. It was the severity of the
famine that made them thus bold in going out, though
nothing remained for them, if they escaped the notice of

the robbers, but capture by the enemy. And when they were
going to be taken, they resisted from necessity for fear of

punishment, and after they had fought they thought it too
late to make any supplications for mercy. So they were
first scourged, and then tormented with all sorts of tor-

tures before they died, and were crucified opposite the
walls of the city.' Their miseiy made Titus pity them, as
every day five hundred Jews were taken, and sometimes
more, but it did not appear to be safe for him to let those
that were taken by force go their way, and to guard so
many would be, he saw, to turn all his men into guards.
But the main reason why he did not forbid these cruci-

fixions was that he hoped the Jews might perhaps yield

' Reland very properly take.s notice here, how justly this judgment
came upon the Jews, when they were crucified in such multitudes
together, that the Komans wanted room for the crosses, and crosses for
the bodies of these Jews, since they had brought this judgment on them-
selves by the crucifixion of their Messiah.—W.
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at that sight, from fear lest they might themselves after-

wards suffer the same. So the soldiers, in their wrath and
hatred to those they captured, nailed them in different

ways to the crosses by way of jest, though their numbers
were so great that room was wanting for the crosses, and
crosses wanting for the bodies.

§ 2. But so far were the seditious from repenting at this

sad sight, that, on the contrary, they tried to make the rest

of the multitude believe the case was different. For they

dragged the relations of those that had deserted upon the

walls, as also such of the populace as were eager to go over

upon the security offered them, and showed them what
miseries those underwent who fled to the Romans ; and
told them that those who had been arrested [and crucified]

by them were suppliants, and not prisoners taken after re-

sistance. This kept many of those who were eager to

desert within the city, till the truth was known. However,

some ran away immediately as unto certain punishment,

esteeming death from their enemies to be rest,' if com-

pared with death by famine. So Titus commanded that

the hands of many that were taken should be cut off, that

they might not be thought deserters, and might be credited

on account of this bad treatment, and sent them in to John
and Simon, with this exhortation, that they would now at

length cease fighting, and not force him to destroy the city,

but by repentance even at the eleventh hour to preserve

their own lives and city, and that temple which was their

peculiar glory. He then went round the earthworks, and
hastened on the workers at them at the same time, to

show that his words would in no long time be followed by
deeds. At this the seditious cast reproaches upon Titus

himself and upon his father also, and cried out with a loud

voice, that they despised death, and did well to prefer it to

slavery ; and that they would do all the mischief to the

Romans they could, while they had breath in them ;
and

as for their city, since they were, as he said, to be destroyed,

they had no concern about it, and the world itself was a

better temple to Grod than this. However, this temple

would yet be preserved by him that dwelt therein, whom

' Or euthanasia.
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tliey had for their helper in this war, and therefore laughed

at all his threatenings, which would come to nothing, be-

cause the conclusion of the whole depended upon God
only. These words they mixed with reproaches and loudly

vociferated.

§ 3. MeantimeAntiochus Epiphanes came to the city, hav-

ing with him a considerable number of other armed men, and
a band called the Macedonian band about his person, who
were all of the same age, and tall, and just past their boy-

hood, and armedand trained in theMacedonianmanner,from
which circumstance they got their name, yet most of them,

were unworthy of so famous a nation. For it had so hap-

pened, that the ting of Commagene ' had flourished more
than any other kings that were under the power of the

Eomans, till he experienced a change in his condition ; but

when he became an old man, he was an instance that we
ought not to call any man happy before his death. How-
ever, this son of his, who was now present when his father

was still in his prime, said that he wondered what made the

Eomans so tardy to storm the wall. Now he was a war-

like man, and naturally bold in exposing himself to dan-

gers ; he was also so strong a man that his boldness seldom
failed of success. And though Titus smiled, and said " We
will go shares in the labour," Antiochus went as he was,

and with his Macedonians made a sudden assault upon
the wall. And as for himself his strength and skill were
so great that he kept off the Jewish darts, and yet shot

his darts at them, while the young men with him were
almost all sorely galled. For they had so great a regard

to the vaunts that had been made of their courage, that

they would needs persevere in fighting, and at last many
of them retired wounded ; and then they perceived that

true Macedonians, if they were to be conquerors, must
have Alexander's good fortune also.

§ 4. Now the Eomans began to raise their earthworks
on the twelfth day of the month Artemisius, and had much
ado to finish them by the twenty-ninth day of the same
month, after they had laboured hard for seventeen days
continually. For there were now four great earthworks

' A district of which Samosata, Sa?nmt, on tlie Euphrates, was the

capital.
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raised, one of which was at the tower of Antonia, which
was raised by the fifth legion opposite the middle of the
pool called Struthius.^ Another was thrown up by the
twelfth legion, at the distance of about twenty cubits
from the other. But the labours of the tenth legion,
which lay a great way off these, was on the north quarter
at the pool called Amygdalon ;

^ and that of the fifteenth

legion was about thirty cubits from it at the high priest's

tomb.^ Now when the engines where brought up, John
had from within already undermined the space that was
opposite the tower of Antonia as far as the earthworks,
and had propped up the ground over the mine with beams
laid across one another, whereby the Eoman works stood
upon an insecure foundation. Then did he order such
materials to be brought up as were daubed over with pitch
and bitumen, and set them on fire ; and as the cross-beams
that propped up the earthworks burnt, all the mine suddenly
subsided, and the earthworks fell in with a prodigious noise.

Now at first there arose a very thick smoke and dust, as
the fire was choked with the fall of the earthworks ; but
when the materials that pressed it down were gradually
consumed, an evident flame broke out. On the sudden
appearance of this flame consternation fell upon the Romans,
and the cleverness of the contrivance dejected them ; and
indeed this happening to them at a time when they thought
they had already gained their point, cooled their hopes for

the time to come. They also thought it would be no good
taking pains to extinguish the fire, since, even if it should
be extinguished, the earthworks were swallowed up already.

§ 5. Two days after this Simon and his party made an
attack upon the other earthworks ; for the Romans had
brought their battering-rams up there, and began already

to make the wall shake. And here one Tephthaeus of

Garsis,* a city of Galilee, and Megassarus, one of queen
Mariamne's servants, and with them the son of Nabatseus,
from Adiabene,' who was called by the name of Chagiras

' Possibly the pool now known as the ' Souterrains ' of the Convent of
the Sisters of Sion.

•' Unknown ; it must have been near the modern ' Hezekiah's Pool.'
' That is, John's tomb (see 9, § 2).
* An unknown town. ' Jewish War, iL 19, § 1.
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from the ill fortune lie had, (the word signifying a lame
man,) snatched some torches, and ran suddenly upon the

engines. Nor were there during this war any men that

ever sallied out of the city who were their superiors,

either in boldness, or in the terror they struck into their

enemies. For they ran out upon the Romans, not as if

they were a band of enemies, but friends, without fear or

delay : nor did they withdraw till they had rushed violently

through the midst of them, and set their engines on fire.

And though they had darts thrown at them on every

side, and were on every side assaulted with the enemies'

swords, yet they did not withdraw from the danger they

were in, till the fire caught hold of the enemies' engines.

And when the flame mounted up, the Romans came run-

ning from their camp to save their engines, but the Jews
hindered them from the wall, and fought with those that

endeavoured to quench the fire without any regard to the

danger their own bodies were in. And the Romans tried

to pull the battering-rams out of the fire, while the hurdles

that covered them were on fire, but the Jews caught hold
of the battering-rams through the flames and held them
fast, although the iron upon them was now red-hot. And
now the fire spread from the battering-rams to the earth-

works, and prevented those that came to defend them

;

for the Romans were now surrounded with the flames,

and despairing of saving their works from them retired to

their camp. Then did the Jews flock up in ever increasing

numbers, those that were within the city coming up to

their assistance ; and as they were flushed with victory

their impetuosity carried everything before it, and they

got as far as the fortifications of the enemies' camji,

and fought with their guards. Now a body of soldiers re-

lieved by turns always stands armed before every camp,
and as to these the law of the Romans is terrible, that he
who leaves his post, whatever the occasion be, must die.

So this body of soldiers, preferring rather to die fighting

courageously than as a punishment for their cowardice,

stood their ground, and at the necessity these men were in

of standing their ground, many of the others that had run
away turned back again from shame. And when they had
placed in position their engines for hurling darts against
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the wall, they tried to prevent the multitude from flocking
out of the city, who took no pains either to preserve their
lives or guard their bodies; for the Jews fought with all

they met, and without any caution rushed against the
points of their enemies' spears, and dashed against them
with their very bodies, and now overpowered the Romans,
not so much by their actions, as by their courage, for the
Eomans gave way to their boldness more than because
they were much hurt.

§ 6. And now Titus came up from the Tower of Antonia,
where he had gone to look out for a place for throwing up
other earthworks : and he reproached the soldiers greatly for

permitting their own camp to be in danger, when they had
carried two of the walls of their enemies, and for sustaining
themselves the fortune of men besieged, and for allowing the
Jews to sally out against them, though they were in a sort

of prison. He then made a detour with some chosen troops,

and fell upon the enemies' flank in person. And the Jews,
though they were attacked in front as well, wheeled round
and fought stoutly against Titus. And when the armies
were now engaged, the dust that was raised so hindered
them from seeing one another, and the noise that was made
so hindered them from hearing one another, that neither

side could any longer discern foe from friend. And
the Jews did not flinch, though not so much from their

real strength, as from their despair of safety, and the
Eomans were nerved by the regard they had to their glory

and reputation in war, and because Titus himself led them
into danger ; so that I think the Eomans would even-

tually have overpowered the whole of the Jews, so enraged
were they, had not these anticipated the upshot of the

battle, and retired into the city. However, as their earth-

works were done for, the Eomans were very dejected at the

loss in one hour of what had cost them such pains. Indeed
many despaired of taking the city with the usual engines of
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CHAP. XII.

Titus determines to surround the City with a Wall ; after

which the Famine consumes the People by vjhole Houses

and Families.

§1-

AND now Titus consulted with his commanders what
was to be done. Those that were the most sanguine

thought he should lead up the whole army against the city

and storm the waU ; for hitherto the Jews had fought with

only a fragment of their army, but if the entire army were

to attack en masse, the Jews would not be able to bear their

attack, but would be overwhelmed by their darts. But of

those that were more cautious some were for constructing

earthworks again, and others advised without these to sit

before the city, to prevent the coming out of the Jews
and the introduction of provisions, and so to leave the

enemy to famine, without direct fighting with them ; for

despair made men invincible, who hoped to die by the

sword, because a more terrible end was reserved for

them. However, Titus did not think it right for so

great an army to be entirely idle, though he felt that

it was unnecessary to fight against those who would
be destroyed by one another; he also showed them how
difficult it was to throw up any more earthworks, for

want of material, and stiU more difficult to prevent the

Jews making sallies. Nor was it easy to surround the whole
city with his army, because of its size and the difficult

ground, and it was also dangerous because of the sallies the

Jews might make from the city ; for although they might
guard the known outlets from the place, yet the Jews
could contrive secret passages out in their necessity, and
from knowledge of such places ; and if any provisions were
carried in by stealth, the siege would thereby be longer pro-

tracted. He also owned that he was afraid that the length

of time thus spent would diminish the glory of his success

;

for though it was true that length of time would perfect

every thing, yet celerity was necessary for gaining reputa-

tion. His opinion therefore was, that if they aimed at
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celerity joined with safety, they must build a wall round
about the whole city ; for that was, he thought, the only
way to prevent the Jews from coming out any way, and
then they would either entirely despair of saving the city,

and so would surrender it up to him, or they woidd be
the more easily conquered when the famine had further
weakened them. Nor did he intend to be entirely idle

in other respects, but would take care to raise earth-

works again, when their enemies had become weaker.
And if any one should think such a work great and hard
to accomplish, he ought to consider that it was not fit

for Romans to undertake any smaU work, and that none
but Grod himself could with ease accomplish any great

thing.

§ 2. These arguments prevailed with the commanders.
So Titus gave orders that the army should be distributed

to their several shares of this work. And indeed there

now came upon the soldiers a certain divine fury, so that

in the division of the whole wall that was to be built

among them, not only did one legion vie with another, but
the lesser divisions of the army did the same ; so that each
soldier was ambitious to please his decurion, each decurion

his centurion, each centurion his tribune, and the ambition
of the tribunes was to please their superior commanders.
And Titus himself took notice of and rewarded the like

friendly rivalry in those commanders ; for he went round
about the works many times every day, and reconnoitered

what was done. He began the waU. at the camp of the

Assyrians, where his own camp was pitched, and extended

it to the lower parts of Csenopolis, from whence it went
along Cedron to the Mount of Olives ; it then turned off to

the south, and encomi)assed the mount as far as the rock

called Peristereon, and the hill next it which lies opposite

the ravine near Siloam ; whence it turned off again to the

west, and went down to the ravine of the Fountain.

After this it went up again to the tomb of Ananus the

high priest, and taking in the mountain where Pompey had
formerly pitched his camp, it returned back to the north

side of the city, and extended as far as a certain village

called the House of the Erebinthi ; after which it took in

Herod's tomb, and then on the east joined Titus' own camp
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again, where it began.' Now the length of this wall was
thirty-nine furlongs, and on the outside of it were erected

thirteen forts, whose circumferences amounted to ten fur-

longs. And the whole work was completed in three days,

so that what would have been adequate work for some
months, was done in so short a time as is almost incredible.

And as soon as Titus had surrounded the city with this

wall, and put men into these forts, he went round the wall

at the first watch of the night, and observed how the guard

was kept ; the second watch he allotted to Alexander ; and
the commanders of legions took the third watch. They also

cast lots among themselves who should be upon the watch
in the night, and who should go all night long round the

spaces that were between the forts.

§ 3. So all hope of safety was now cut off from the Jews,

as also their liberty of going out of the city. And famine
increased its dimensions, and devoured the people by whole
houses and families ; the roofs were full of women and
children that were dying of starvation, and the lanes of

the city were full of dead bodies of the aged ; the children

also and the young men wandered about the market-places

like shadows, all wasted away with famine, and fell

down dead, wherever death seized them. As for burying
their relations, those that were sick themselves were not
able to do it, and those that were hearty and well were de-

terred from doing it by the great quantity of those dead
bodies, and by the uncertainty of their own life ; for many
died as they were burying others, and many went to their

coffins before the fatal hour was come. Nor was there any
lamentation made in these calamities, nor was any wailing

heard, but the famine stifled all natural emotions. For
those who were just going to die looked upon those that

were gone to their rest before them with dry eyes and
smiling mouths, and a deep silence and kind of deadly

night had seized upon the city. But the robbers were still

more terrible than these miseries were, for they broke into

houses which were little else than graves of dead bodies,

and plundered the dead, and stripped off the coverings of

' Very few of the points on Titus' wall of cireumvallation liave been

accurately identified ; but its course within certain limits can be readily

laid down upon a map of Jerusalem.
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tlieir bodies, and went away laughing, and tested the

i:)oints of their swords in their dead bodies, and in order to

prove what metal they were made of, thrust some of those
through that still lay alive upon the ground. As for those
that entreated them to lend them their right hand and
sword to despatch them, they contemptuously refused, and
left them to perish by famine. Now every one of these

as he died fixed his eyes earnestly upon the temple, at the
idea of leaving the seditious alive behind him. And they
at first gave orders that the dead should be buried out of

the public treasury, not being able to endure the stench of

their dead bodies. But afterwards, when they could not do
that, they had them cast down from the walls into the

ravines below.

§ 4. Now when Titus, going his rounds along these ravines,

saw them full of dead bodies, and observed the thick matter
running from these clammy corpses, he groaned and spread

out his hands to heaven, and called God to witness that

this was not his doing. Such was the sad state of affairs

in the city. But the Romans were very joyful, because

none of the seditious could now make sallies out of the

city, for they were now dejected, and the famine already

touched them ; but the Romans had quantity of corn

and other necessaries from Syria and the neighbouring

provinces ; and many of them would stand near the wall

of the city, and show the people what great quantities of

provisions they had, and so make the enemy more sensible

ol their famine from the great plenty even to satiety which
they themselves had. However, as the seditious showed
no signs of yielding in spite of famine, Titus pitying the

people that remained, and earnestly desiring to rescue

those that were still left, began to raise earthworks again,

although material for them was hard to come at ; for all

the trees that were about the city had been already cut

down for the making of the former earthworks. But the

soldiers brought other material from a distance of ninety

furlongs, and raised earthworks much bigger than the for-

mer at four places, though only near the tower of Antonia.

And Titus went his rounds through the legions, and has-

tened on the work, and showed the robbers that they were
now in his hands. But these men only were incapable



66 THE WOEKS OF FLAVIITS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK T.

of repenting of tlie wickedness they liad been guilty of,

and, separating their souls from their bodies, they used

them both as if they belonged to other people. For no
gentle affection could touch their souls, nor could any pain

affect their bodies, since they still tore the dead bodies of

the people as dogs do, and filled the prisons with those

that were feeble.

CHAP. XIII.

The great Slaughter and Sacrilege that ivent on in

Jerusalem.

SIMON would not even suffer Matthias, by whose aid he
got possession of the city, to die without being tortured.

This Matthias was the son of Boethus, and was descended
from high priests, and was one that had been very faithful

to the people, and was held in great esteem by them ; and
it was he, when the multitude were distressed by the

Zealots, to whom John had already attached himself, who
urged the people to admit this Simon to come in to assist

them, though he had made no conditions with him, nor
expected any thing that was evil from him. But when
Simon had come in, and had got the city in his power, he
esteemed him that had advised them to admit him as much
his enemy as the rest, looking upon that advice as a piece

of simplicity. So he had him brought at once before him,
and condemned him to death for being on the side of the

Bomans, without giving him leave to make his defence,

and passed the same sentence upon three of his sons,

for the fourth had already fled to Titus. And when he
begged as a favour that he might be slain before his

sons, because he had got the gates of the city opened to

him, Simon gave orders that he should be slain the last of
all. So he was not slain till he had seen his sons slain

before his eyes, and was himself led out to execution oppo-
site the Romans ; for such was the charge given by Simon
to Ananus, the son of Bamadus, who was the most bar-
barous of all his body-guards. Simon also jeered at him,
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and told him that he might now see whether those to
whom he had intended to go over, would send him any
succour or not. He also forbade their dead bodies being
buried. After them a certain priest Ananias, the son of
Masambalus, a person of eminence, and Aj-isteus, the
scribe of the sanhedrim, a native of Emmaus,^ and with
them fifteen men of note among the people, were slain.

They also shut Josephus' father in prison, and kept him
there, and made public proclamation that no citizens

should associate or assemble together, for fear of treason,
and also slew without trial all that lamented this dreadful
state of affairs.

§ 2. Now when Judes, the son of Judes, who was one of
Simon's under-officers, and a person entrusted by him to
guard one of the towers, saw this conduct of Simon, he
called together ten of those under him, that were most
faithful to him (partly perhaps from pity to those that
had so barbarously been put to death, but mainly to pro-

vide for his own safety), and spoke to them as follows.
" How long shall we bear these miseries ? or what hopes
have we of safety by continuing faithful to such a wicked
wretch ? Is not the famine abeady come against us, and
are not the Romans almost within the city, and is not Simon
unfaithful to his benefactors, and is there not reason to

fear he will very soon bring us too to the like punishment,
while the security the Romans offer us is sure ? Come
then, let us surrender the wall, and save ourselves and the

city. Nor will Simon be very much hurt, if, since he
despairs of deliverance, he be brought to justice a little

sooner than he expects." Now, these ten were prevailed

upon by these arguments, and Judes sent at daybreak the

rest of those that were under him, some one way, some
another, that no discovery might be made of what they
had resolved upon, and himself invited the Romans from
his tower about the third hour. But some of them treated

what he said disdainfully, and others of them did not
believe him to be in earnest, but most postponed action

because they believed they would get possession of the

city in a little time without any hazard. But when Titus

' Emmaus-Nicopolis, 'Amu-ds. Jewish War, i. 11, § 2.
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was just coming up with his armed men, Simon saw the

state of affairs before he came, and quickly occupied the

tower, and seized iipon these men, and put them to death

in the sight of the Eomans, and when he had mangled
their dead bodies, threw them down before the wall of the

city.

§ 3. Meantime, as Josephus was going round the city,

for he did not cease exhorting the Jews, he was wounded
on the head by a stone that was thrown at him ; upon
which he fell down at once, being stunned. At this fall of

his the Jews made a sally, and he would have been

dragged into the city, had not Titus quickly sent men
to protect him. And while these men were fighting,

Josephus was taken up, though he knew little of what had
happened. And the seditious supposed they had now slain

that man whom they most desired to kill, and raised there-

upon a great shout by way of rejoicing. News of this

spread about the city, and the multitude that remained

were very dejected at the news, believing that he, on
whose account alone they could venture to desert to the

Eomans, was really dead. And when Josephus' mother
heard in prison that her son was dead, she said to her jailors

that she had always been of opinion, since the siege of

Jotapata,' that she would never enjoy him alive again.

She also made great lamentation privately to the maid-
servants that were about her, and said that this was the

advantage she had had of bringing so extraordinary a
person as this into the world, that she should not be
able even to bury him by whom she expected to have been
buried herself. However, this false report did not long
put his mother to pain, nor afford joy to the robbers. For
Josephus soon recovered of his wound, and came forward,

and cried aloud, that it should not be long before they
should be punished for this wound they had given him.

He also again besought the people to trust in him. This
sight of Josephus encouraged the people greatly, aud
brought great consternation upon the seditious.

§ 4. Now some of the deserters, having no other means,
leaped down from the wall quickly, and others went out

' Jcfat. Jewish War, ii. 20, § C.
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of the city with stones as if to battle, but soou fled to

the Romans. But a worse fate soon came upon these,

than what they would have found within the city, and
they met with a quicker despatch from the too great

abundance they had among the Romans, than they could
have done from famine among the Jews. For when they
first came to the Romans, they were puffed up by famine,
and swollen like men in a dropsy ; after which they all

over-filled those bodies that were before empty, and so

burst asunder, excepting such only as were prudent enough
to restrain their appetites, and took food by degrees into

bodies unaccustomed to it. And another trouble came to

those who were thus preserved ; for among the Syrians

a certain deserter was detected picking pieces of gold out

of his excrements. For the deserters used to swallow their

gold, as I said before, when they came out, as the sedi-

tious searched them all (for there was a great quantity of

gold in the city ; insomuch that as much was now pur-

chasable for twelve Attic drachmse as was sold before for

twenty-five). But when this contrivance was discovered

in one instance, the rumour spread about the camp, that

deserters came full of gold. So the multitude of Arabians
and Syrians ripped up those that came as suppliants,

and searched their bellies. Nor does it seem to me that

any misery more terrible than this befell the Jews, for in

one night about two thousand of these deserters were

thus ripped up.

§ 5. When Titus heard of this lawless conduct, he was
within an ace of surrounding those that had been guilty of

it with his cavalry, and shooting them dead ; and would
have done so, had not so great a number been involved in

it, for those that were liable to punishment would have

been many times more than those whom they had slain.

However, he called together the commanders of the allies

and of his own legions (for some of his own soldiers were

also accused of tlie same conduct), and was very indignant

against both. " T^Tiat ? (said he) have any of my own
soldiers done such things as this for uncertain gain, with-

out respecting their own weapons, which are made of silver

and gold V Moreover, do the Arabians and Syrians now
first begin to indulge their passions as they please in a
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foreign war, and then get their barbarity in murdering
men and hatred to the Jews ascribed to the Eomans?"
For this infamous practice was said to have spread among
some of his own soldiers also. Titus next threatened to

put to death any one who should dare to act so again if

detected ; moreoTer, he charged the legions, that they should
make a search for such as were suspected of such con-

duct, and should bring them before him. But it appeared
that the love of money overcame all their dread of punish-
ment, for a vehement desire for gain is innate in men, and
no passion is so venturesome as covetousness ; though
such passions have generally certain bounds, and are sub-
ordinate to fear. But in this case G-od condemned the
whole nation, and turned to their destruction every stei>

that was taken for their safety. What therefore was for-

bidden by Titus on pain of death was ventured upon pri-

vately against the deserters. For these barbarians would
go out still, and meet those that ran away before they
were themselves descried, and looking about to see that
no Eomans spied them, would rip them up, and pull

this impure money out of their bowels ; which was only
found in a few of them, though a great many were killed

from the bare hope of getting it. Now this miserable
treatment made many deserters return back again to the
city.

§ 6. As for John, when he could no longer plunder the
people, he betook himseK to sacrilege, and melted down
many of the votive offerings in the temple, as also many
of the vessels which were necessary for divine service, as
the bowls, the dishes, and the tables. Nay, he did not keep
his hands ofE those ewers that had been sent by Augustus
and his wife. For the Eoman emperors did ever both
honour and adorn our temple ; whereas this man, who
was a Jew, seized upon what were the donations of
foreigners, and said to his friends that they might use
divine things without fear, as they were fighting for the
deity, and that those who were fighting for the temple
might live on the temple. So he emptied the vessels of
the sacred wine and oil, which the priests kept to pour on
the burnt-offerings, and which lay in the inner part of the
temple, and distributed it among the multitude, and they



CHAP. XIII.
J THE JEWISH WAK. 71

without fear used above a hin each in their anointing and
drinking. And here I cannot but speak my mind, and state

what the concern I am in dictates to me. I suppose, had
the Romans made any longer delay in coming against
these wretches, that the city would either have been swal-
lowed up by the ground opening, or been deluged by
water, or else been destroyed by such lightning as the
inhabitants of Sodom perished by, for it had brought
forth a generation of men much more impious than those
were who suffered those punishments. At any rate it

was by their madness that all the people came to be
destroyed.

§ 7. But why need I relate particular calamities ? Why,
Mannseus, the son of Lazarus, fled to Titus at this very time,

and told him that there had been carried out, through that
one gate that was entrusted to his care, no less than a hun-
dred and fifteen thousand eight hundred and eighty dead
bodies, in the interval between the fourteenth day of the
month Xanthicus, when the Romans pitched their camp by
the city, and the first day of the month Panemus. This
was an immense multitude. And though this man was not
himself set over the duty of carrying these bodies out, yet

he was appointed to pay the public stipend for carrying

these bodies out, and so of necessity numbered them. And
the rest were buried by their relations ; though all their

burial was to take them away, and cast them out of the

city. After him many of the eminent citizens fled to

Titus, and told him the entire number of the poor that

were dead was no less than six hundred thousand who
were thrown out at the gates, and that the number of the

rest could not be discovered. They told him further, that

when they were no longer able to carry out the dead
bodies of the poor, they laid their corpses on heaps in very

large houses, and shut them up therein ; as also, that a
measure of wheat was sold for a talent, and that after-

wards, when it was not possible to gather herbs because

the city was all walled in, some persons were driven to

such terrible distress that they searched the common
sewers and old dunghills of cattle, and ate the dung which
they got there ; and what of old they could not endure so

much as to look at, they now used for food. When the
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Eoinans heard this, they felt great pity, but the seditious,

who saw it, did not repent, but suffered the same distress

to come upon themselves. For they were blinded by the

fate which was already coming upon the city and upon
themselves.

BOOK VI.

CONTAINING THE INTEKVAL OF ABOUT ONE MONTH. FKOM
THE GREAT EXTEEMITT TO WHICH THE JEWS WEKE EE-

DUCED, TO THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BT TITUS.

CHAP. I.

Hoio the Miseries of the Jews still greiu ivorse ; and how the

Honians made an Assault upon the Tower of Antonia.

§1-
'T'^'HTJS did the miseries of Jerusalem grow worse and
J- worse every day, and the seditious were still more

irritated by the calamities they suffered, for the famine
finally prej'ed upon them after it had preyed upon the

people. Indeed the multitude of carcasses that lay in heaps

one upon another throughout the city was a horrible sight,

and produced a pestilential stench, and was an hindrance

to those that wanted to make sallies out of the city and
fight the enemy. For they were obliged, as men that

had in battle been initiated in ten thousand murders,

to tread upon those dead bodies as they marched along

;

but they did not shudder, nor did they pity the poor
men as they marched over them, nor did they deem this

affront offered to the dead an ill omen to themselves

;

but with their right hands already polluted with the

murder of their fellow-countrymen, they ran out to fight

with foreigners, casting a reproach (as it seems to me)
on the deity for slowness in punishing them ; for the war
was now gone on with, not as if they had any hope" of vic-

tory, but were nerved by the energy of despair. And
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although the Eomans had great trouble in getting together
material, they raised their earthworks in one and twenty
days, after they had cut down all the trees that were in the
country near the city, and that for ninety furlongs round
about, as I have already related. And truly the very appear-
ance of the land was a melancholy sight ; for those places

which were before adorned with trees and gardens, were now
become desolate country everywhere, and stripjjed of all

their trees. K^or could any foreigner that had formerly seen

Judsea and the most beautiful suburbs of the city, and now
saw a desert, but lament and mourn sadly at so great a

change. For the war had played havoc with every sign

of beauty, nor had any one, that had known the place be-

fore, come on a sudden to it now, would he have known it

again, but though he were at the city, he would have in-

quired for it.

§ 2. And now that the earthworks were finished, they af-

forded grounds for fear both to the Eomans and to the Jews.

For the Jews expected that the city would be taken, unless

they could burn these earthworks, and the Eomans expected

that, if these were once destroyed, they should never be able

to take it. For there was a great scarcity of material, and
the bodies of the soldiers began to faint under such hard

labours, as their souls were dispirited at so many reverses

one upon another ; and the very sufferings of those in the

city proved a greater discouragement to the Eomans than

to those within it. For they found the fighting men of the

Jews to be no less energetic for their sore afflictions, while

they had themselves pei-petually less and less hope of suc-

cess, as their earthworks were forced to yield to the strata-

gems of the enemy, their engines to the hardness of their

wall, and their hand to hand fights to the boldness of their

attack. And what was the greatest discouragement of all,

they found the Jews' courage of soul to be superior to such

great evils as they were suffering from, as their sedition,

their famine, and" the war itself ; so that they imagined

that the violence of their attacks was invincible, and that

the spirit they showed would never be cowed by their

calamities ; and what would not those be able to bear, if

they should be fortunate, who turned their very misfor-

tunes to couras'e ? These considerations made the Eomans
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keep a stronger guard about their earthworks than they
had formerly done.

§ 3. And now John and his party in the^;ower of Antonia
took care for securing themselves afterwards, even if their

last wall should be thrown down, and set about attacking
the Roman earthworks before the battering-rams were placed
in position upon them. But their attempt did not suc-

ceed, for though they went out with torches, they came
back under great discouragement before they got near
the earthworks. For first their plan did not seem to be
unanimous, but they went out in distinct parties and at

distinct intervals, and in a slow and timorous manner,
and, to say all in a word, not like Jews. For they were
now defective in what is peculiar to our nation, that is,

boldness and impetuosity, and rushing upon the enemy
en masse, and returning withovit serious reverse. For they
now went out in a more languid manner than usual, and
found the Romans drawn up in battle array, and more
courageous than usual. And they guarded their earthworks
both with their bodies and their entire armour on all sides,

so that they left no room for the fire to get among them,
and each one nerved up his soul rather to die than leave
their ranks. For besides that all their hopes were cut
ofi, if these works were once burnt, the' soldiers were
greatly ashamed that craft should prevail over courage,
desperation over armour, numbers over experience, and
Jews over Romans. The Romans had now also another
advantage, in that their engines for throwing darts and
stones reached the Jews as they were rushing out of the
city, and when any one fell he got in the way of the one that
was next, and the danger of going further made them less

zealous. As for those that had run within shot, some of
them were terrified at the good order and closeness of the
enemies' ranks before they came to a close fight, and others
were pricked by their spears, and turned back again ; and
at last they reproached one another for their cowardice,
and retired without doing any thing. This sortie was made
upon the first day of the month Paneraus. And when the
Jews retired, the Romans brought up their battering-rams,
although they had all the while stones thrown at them
from the tower of Antonia, and were assaulted by fire and
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sword, and by all sorts of missiles which necessity supplied
the Jews with. For though they had great reliance on
their own wall, and a contempt of the Eoman battering-

rams, yet did they endeavour to hinder the Romans from
bringing them up. The Romans struggled hard, on the

contrary, to bring them up, as they thought that this

zeal of the Jews was to prevent any harm being done to

the tower of Antonia, because its wall was but weak, and
its foundations they hoped rotten. However, that tower
did not yield to the blows given it by the battering-rams,

but the Romans bore up against the enemies' darts, which
were perpetually cast at them from above, and did not
succumb to their dangers, but brought their battering-rams

into play. And as they were beneath the Jews, and sadly

wounded by the stones thrown down upon them, some of

them placed their shields over their bodies,' and partly

with their hands, partly with crowbars, undermined its

foundations, and with great trouble removed four of its

stones. And night put an end on both sides to this

struggle. However, that night the wall, that had been
shaken by the batteriag-rams where John had ingeniously

undermined the previous earthworks, as the ground gave

way, fell down suddenly.

§ 4. When this event unexpectedly happened, the minds
of both parties were encouraged. For though one would
have expected that the Jews would be dejected, as

this fall of their wall was unexpected by them, and they

had made no provision to meet the case, yet were they

full of confidence because the tower of Antonia was still

standing ; and the unexpected joy of the Romans at this

fall of the wall was soon quenched by the sight they had
of another wall, which John and his party had built in-

side the other wall. However, to attack this second wall

appeared less difficult than the storming of the former wall,

because it seemed easier to get up to it through the breach

in the former wall. This new wall appeared also to be
much weaker than the tower of Antonia, and the Romans
imagined that they should soon overthrow it, because it

had been only a temporary erection. However, nobody

' In testud^ (or tortoise) fashion.
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ventured to go iip to this wall ; for it was evident death to

such as led the forlorn hope.

§ 5. And now Titus, considering that the alacrity of

soldiers in war is chiefly excited by hope and argument,

and that exhortations and promises frequently make men
forget the hazards they run, nay, sometimes despise death

itself, got together the most courageous part of his army,

and tried to work on his men by the following speech.

" Fellow-soldiers, to exhort men to do what has no peril in

it, is merely inglorious to those to whom the exhortation

is made, and in him that makes the exhortation suggests

cowardice. I therefore think that such exhortations ought

only to be made use of when affairs are in a critical con-

dition, and yet worthy of being attempted by every one.

I grant you that it is a difficult task to scale this wall

;

but I shall proceed to show that it is proper for those

that desire reputation for valour to cope with difficulties,

and that it is a noble thing to die with glory, and that

the courage of those who take the initiative shall not go

imrewarded. And let my first argument to urge you on
be taken from what probably some would think likely to

deter you, I mean the constancy and patience of these

Jews in spite of their reverses. For it is unbecoming
in you, who are Romans and my soldiers, who have been

taught in peace how to make war, and who have also been

used to conquer in war, to be inferior to Jews either in

hand or soul, especially as you are near final victory, and
are assisted by God. For our reverses have been owing to

the desperation of the Jews, while their sufferings are in-

tensified by your valour and the assistance of Grod. For what
can their internal dissensions, and the famine and siege,

and the fall of their wall without our engines, signify but

God's anger against them, and his assistance of us ? It will

not therefore be proper for you, either to show yourselves

inferior to those to whom you are really superior, or to betray

the divine assistance which is afforded you. And how can

it be esteemed other than disgraceful that, while the Jews,

who need not be much ashamed if they be defeated, be-

cause they have long learned to be slaves, do yet despise

death that they may be so no longer, and make sallies into

the midst of us frequently, not in hopes of conquering us,
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but merely as a bare demonstration of their courage
;
yet

we, who have conquered almost every land and sea, to

whom it will be a great disgrace if we are not victorious, do
not once run any risk against our enemies, but with such
arms as we have sit still and inactive, and only wait till

famine and fortune do their work against them, and that

though we have it in our power, with some small risk,

to gain all that we desire ? For if we get up to the tower of

Antonia, we gain the city. For if there should be any
more occasion for fighting against those within the city,

which I do not suppose there will be, yet our being then
upon the top of the hill,' and being upon the enemy before

they can take breath, promises us a complete victory. As
for myself, I shall at present waive any commendation of

those who die in war,^ and omit to speak of the immor-
tality of those m.en who are slain in the midst of their

martial bravery, yet I cannot forbear to pray for those who
are of a different temper that they may die of disease in

time of peace, and their souls be condemned to the grave

together with their bodies. For who does not know that

the souls of good men which are severed from the flesh in

battle by the sword are received by the ether, that purest

of elements, and placed among the stars, and manifest

themselves as good genii and heroes propitious to their

posterity ; whereas upon those souls that waste away in

diseased bodies, notwithstanding they be mostly clean

from spots and defilements, comes a subterraneous night

to dissolve them to nothing, and a deep oblivion to take

away all remembrance of them, so that in their case the

soul at the same time comes to the termination of its life

and body and memory ? But since death is of necessity

fated to all men, and a sword is an easier instrument of it

than any disease, how is it not a very mean thing for us

not to yield up to the public benefit what we must yield up

' Eeland notes here, very pertinentlj', that the tower of Antonia

stood higher than the floor of the temple or court adjoining to it ; and

that accordingly they descended thence into the temple, as Josephus

elsewhere speaks also. See vi. 2, § 5.—W.
" In this speech of Titus we may clearly see the notions which the

Bomans then had of death, and of the happy state of those who died

bravely in war, and the contrary estate of those who died ignobly in

their beds by sickness.—W.
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to fate ? I have said all this upon the supposition that

those who first attempt to scale this wall must needs be

killed, although men of true courage have a chance to

escape even in the most hazardous undertakings. For first,

that part of the former wall that is thrown down is easy

to ascend ; in the next place everything that is built is

easily destroyed. As for the rest of you, pluck up your
courage, and set about the work, and mutually encourage

and assist one another, for your daring will soon cow
the spirit of your enem.ies. And perhaps your glorious

undertaking may be accomplished successfully without
bloodshed. For although it is probable that the Jews will

try to hinder your scaling the wall, yet if you once steal a

march on them and storm their wall, they will not be able

to withstand you any longer, though only a few of you get

the start of them. As for that person who first mounts the

wall, I should be ashamed if I did not make him envied by
others for the rewards I should bestow upon him. If such

a one escapes with his life, he shall have the command of

others that are now only his equals, but the happiest re-

wards will be theirs who fall in the attempt."

§ 6. At this speech of Titus, the rest of the soldiers were
frightened at so great a danger : but one whose name was
Sabinus, a soldier that served among the cohorts, and was
a Syrian by birth, showed himself very brave, both in hand
and soul, though any one would have thought at first sight

from his habit of body that he was not fit to be a soldier.

For his colour was black, and he was lean, and his flesh

lay close together, but an heroic soul dwelt in this lean

body, and one far more noble ' than his strength. And he
was the first that rose up, and spoke as follows. " I readily

offer myself to thee, Prince. I will first ascend the wall,

and I pray that thy fortune may follow my strength and
resolution. And if some Nemesis is on my undertaking,

take notice that my ill success will not be unexpected, but
that I choose death voluntarily for thy sake." When he
had said this, he held his shield over his head with his left

hand, and with his right hand drew his sword, and marched
up to the wall, just about the sixth hour of tlie day. There

^ I read yfvt'awTEpa,



CHAP. I.] THE JEWISH WAR. 79

followed him only eleven others, who resolved to imitate

his bravery : but he went a long way ahead of them all, as

if possessed by a divine fury. Now those that guarded the

wall shot at them from thence, and threw innumerable
darts upon them from every side ; they also rolled very
huge stones upon them, which knocked down some of the

eleven that were with him. As for Sabinus himself, he
faced the darts that were thrown at him, and though he
was deluged by them, he did not relax his ardour before

he liad got up on the top of the wall, and put the

enemy to flight. For as the Jews were dismayed at his

strength and bravery, and as they also imagined more
persons had got upon the wall than really had, they fled.

And here one cannot but complain of fortune as envious of

virtue, and ever hindering the performance of glorious

achievements ; for this hero, when he had all but attained

his purpose, stumbled at a certain large stone, and fell

dovm upon it headlong with a very great noise. Upon
this the Jews turned back, and when they saw that he was
alone, and had fallen down also, they showered darts at him
from all sides. However, he leaned upon his knee, and
covered himself with his shield, and at first defended him-
self against them, and wounded many of those that came
near him ; but he was soon forced to relax his right hand,

from the number of wounds that had been given him, and
at last he was quite deluged with darts before he gave up
the ghost. He was a man who deserved a better fate

because of his bravery, but he fell as might be expected in

so great an attempt. As for the remaining eleven, the

Jews crushed three of them to death with stones, when
they had already got up to the top of the wall ; the other

eight, who were knocked down and wounded, were carried

back to the camp. This happened on the third day of the

month Panemus.
§ 7. Now two days afterwards twenty of the men that

were in the front, and kept guard at the earthworks, got

together, and called to them the standard-bearer of the

fifth legion, and two others of a troop of horse, and one
trumpeter, and marched without noise about the ninth

hour of the night through the breach in the wall to the

tower of Antonia ; and when they had cut the throats of
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tlie first guards of the place they met, as they were

asleep, they occupied the wall, and ordered the trumpeter

to sound his tnimpet. 'U^on this the rest of the guards

rose up suddenly and ran away, before any body could see

how many had scaled the wall ; for, partly from the fear

they were in, and partly from the sound of the trumpet

which they heard, they imagined that the enemy had scaled

the wall en masse. But as soon as Titus heard the trumpet,

he ordered the army to put on their armour quickly, and
went there with his commanders, and ascended first of all

with the picked men that were with him. And as the Jews
fled towards the temple, they rushed into the mine which
John had dug under the Roman earthworks. Then the

seditious of both sections of the Jews, as well those of

John's as those of Simon's party, formed themselves into

two masses, and tried to keep the Romans back, and indeed

fought with the greatest of energy and vigour ; for they

esteemed themselves entirely ruined if once the Romans
got into the temple, and the Romans looked upon the

same thing as the beginning of entire conquest. So a

terrible battle was fought at the entrance of the temple,

for the Romans tried to force their way in to get pos-

session of the temple, and the Jews tried to drive them
back to the tower of Antonia. In this battle the darts

were on both sides useless, as well as the spears, so both
armies drew their swords, and fought it out hand to hand,

and during this struggle the positions of the men were
indistinguishable on both sides, and they fought at random,

the men being intermixed with one another, and jumbled
together because of the narrowness of space ; while the

shouts of the combatants fell on the ear in an indistinct

manner because they were so loud. And great slaughter

was now made on both sides, and the combatants trod

upon the bodies and armour of those that had fallen, and
crushed them to jjieces. And to which ever side the battle

inclined, those that were victorious encouraged one another,

and those that were beaten made great lamentation ; but
there was no room for flight or pursuit, but doubtful phases

and changes succeeded one another, as the armies were in-

termixed. And those that were in the front ranks were
under the necessity of killing or being killed, without any
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chance of escape ; for those on both sides that were behind
forced those before them to go on, without leaving any
space between the armies. But as the Jews' ardour was
too much for the Eomans' skUl, and the whole Eoman line

was beginning already to give way (for the fight had lasted
from the ninth hour of the night tiU the seventh hour of
the day), and the Jews came on en masse, and had the
danger of capture as an incitement to valour, whereas the
Eomans had here only a part of their army (for those
legions on which their soldiers relied had not yet come up)
it was thought by the Komans sufficient at present to

occupy the tower of Antonia.

§ 8. But one Julian, a centurion that came from Bithynia,'

a man of great reputation, and the most excellent of all

whom I observed in the war for skiU in arms, strength
of body, and courage of soul, seeing the Romans giving
ground and making a feeble defence (for he stood near
Titus at the tower of Antonia), rushed forward and him-
self alone put the Jews to flight, when they were already

conquerors, and made them retire as far as the comer of

the inner part of the temple. For the Jews fled from him
en masse, supposing that neither his strength nor daring
could be those of a mere man. And he rushed through the
midst of the Jews, as they all fled pell mell, some in one
direction some in another, and killed those that he came
up with ; nor, indeed, was there any sight that appeared
more wonderful in the eyes of Titus, or more terrible to the
others, than this. However, he was himself pursued by fate,

which it was not possible for him, who was but a mortal
man, to escape ; for as he had shoes full of thick and sharp
nails, as had every one of the other soldiers, while he was
rimniug on the pavement of the temple, he slipped, and
fell down upon his back with a very great noise, which was
made by his armour. This made those that were running
away turn back ; whereupon those Komans that were in

the tower of Antonia set up a great shout, as they were in

fear for the man, but the Jews crowded round him en
masse, and struck at him with their spears and swords on
all sides. And he received a great many of the strokes of

' A province in the north-west of Asia Minor, Jewish War, i. 12,

V. a
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these iron weapons on his shield, and often attempted to

get up, but was kept down by those that struck at him ;
yet

did he, as he lay on the ground, stab many with his sword.

Nor was he soon killed, as he was covered with his helmet

and breastplate in all those parts of his body where he

could be mortally wounded ; he also pulled his neck close

to his body, till all his other limbs being hacked about, and
nobody daring to come to defend him, he yielded to his

fate. Now Titus was deeply affected at this man of such

great bravery being killed in the sight of so many people :

and wished himself to come to his assistance, but the

place gave him no chance, and such as might have done so

were too much terrified to attempt it. So, when Julian

had struggled with death a great while, and had let but

few of those that had given him his mortal wounds go off

unhurt, he at last had his throat cut, though not without

difficulty, and left behind him a very great fame, not only

with the Eomans and Titus himself, but with his enemies

also. But the Jews snatched up his dead body, and put

the Eomans to flight again, and shut them up in the tower

of Antonia. Now those that most distinguished them-

selves, and fought most bravely in this battle on the Jewish

side, were one Alexas and Gryphthseus of John's party, and
of Simon's party Malachias and Judas the son of Merto,

and James the son of Sosas, the commander of the Idu-

mseans ; and of the Zealots two brothers, Simon and Judes,

the sons of Arus.

CHAP. II.

How Titus gave Orders to demolish the Tover of Antonia,

and commanded Josephus to %irge the Jews agaiyi to svr-

render.

§ 1-

AND now Titus gave orders to his soldiers that were
with him to rase to the ground the foundations of the

tower of Antonia, and make an easy ascent for all his

army ; and himself had Josephus brought to him (for he
had been informed that on that very dav, which was the



CHAP. II.] THE JEWISH WAR. 83

seventeenth day of Panemus,' the sacrifice called the con-

tinual sacrifice had not been offered to God for want of men
to offer it, and that the people were grievously dejected at

this), and commanded him to say the same things to John
that he had said before, namely, that if he had any evil in-

clination for fighting, he might come out to fight with as

many men as he pleased, without destroying either city or

temple ; but he desired he would not any longer defile the

temple, nor offend against G-od. He added that the sacri-

fices which had been discontinued might be offered up by
any of the Jews whom he should choose. And Josephus
stood in a place where he might be heard, not by John
only, but by many more, and then gave them the message
of Titus in the Hebrew language, and earnestly prayed
them to spare their city, and to prevent that fire which was
just ready to seize upon the sanctuary, and to offer their

usual sacrifices to God therein. At these words of his a

great sadness and silence were observed among the people,

but the tyrant^ cast many reproaches and imprecations

upon Josephus, and at last added that he did not fear

the taking of the city, because it was God's own city.

Then Josephus cried out with a loud voice, " Certainly you
have kept this city pure for God ! the sanctuary also con-

tinues unpolluted ! Nor have you been guilty of any im-

j)iety against him for whose assistance you hope ! He still

receives the accustomed sacrifices ! Vilest wretch, if any one

should deprive you of your daily food, you would esteem

him an enemy, yet do you hope to have for your supporter

in this war that God whom you have deprived of his ever-

lastingworship ? And doyou impute your sins totheRomans,
who to this very time take care to have our laws observed,

and almost compel those sacrifices to be stiU offered to

God, which have by you been intermitted ? Who is there

that would not groan and lament at the amazing change

in regard to this city, that foreigners and enemies do now
' This was a remarkable day indeed, the 17th of Panemus, a.d. 70,

when, according to J)aniel's prediction, 606 years before, the Romans
" in half a week caused the sacrifice and oblation to cease." Dan. ix. 27.

For from the month of February, a.d. 66, about which time Vespasian

entered on this war, to this very time, was just three years and a

half—W.
" John of Gischala is meant. Cf. §§ 5, 6.
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correct your impiety, while you, who are a Jew, and were
educated in our laws, are become a bitterer enemy to them
than they are r' But, John, it is never dishonourable to

repent, and turn from what is bad, even at the last ex-

tremity, and you have a good example before you, if you
desire to save the city, in Jechoniah, the king of the Jews,

who, when the king of Babylon made war against him in

old days, did of his own accord go out of the city before it

was taken, and did undergo a voluntary captivity with his

family, that this sanctuary might not be delivered up to

the enemy, and that he might not see the house of God set

on fire : on which account he is celebrated among all the

Jews in their sacred memorials, and his memory is become
immortal, and will be handed down fresh to posterity

through all ages. This, John, is an excellent example,
even if danger be involved. But I promise that the Romans
will forgive you. And remember that I, who advise you
thus, am one of your own nation ; I, who promise you this,

am a Jew ; and it is right to consider who gives advice and
where it comes from. For while I am aUve may I never
be such a slave as to forego my own kindred, or forget the
laws of our forefathers. Tou are indignant at me again,

and make a clamour at me, and reproach me, and I cannot
deny that I am worthy of worse treatment than this, be-
cause I advise you thus in opposition to fate, and endeavour
strongly to save those whom God has condemned. And
who does not know the writings of the ancient prophets,
and particularly the oracle which is just now going to be
fulfilled upon this unhappy city ? For they foretold that
this city should be taken when somebody should begin the
slaughter of his fellow-countrymen. And are not both the
city and the entire temple now full of the dead bodies of your
fellow-countrymen ? It is God therefore, it is God himself,

who in concert with the Romans is bringing fire to purge
the city and temple, and is going to root up this city,

which is full of so many pollutions."

§ 2. As Josephus spoke these words with groans and
tears, his voice was broken by sobs. And the Romans
pitied his emotion and admired his good intention; but
John and his party were only the more exasperated
against the Romans, and desired to get Josephus also
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into their power. But his speech influenced many of

the better sort. And some only stayed where they were,

because they were afraid of the guards set by the sedi-

tious, though they were satisfied that both they and the

city were doomed to destruction. Some also watched
for a convenient opportunity to get quietly away, and
fled to the Romans, among whom were the high priests

Joseph and Jesus, and of the sons of the high priests,

three of the sons of Ishmael, who was beheaded in Cyrene,^

and four sons of Matthias, as also one son of the other

Matthias, who ran away after his father's death, for his

father was slain by Simon the son of Gioras, with three of

his sons, as I have already related ; many other noble men
also went over to the Romans with the lugh priests. And
Titus not only received these men very kindly in other re-

spects, but also, knowing they would not willingly live after

the customs of other nations, sent them to Gophna,' and
desired them to remain there for the present, and told

them, that when he had finished the war, he would restore

their possessions again to each of them at his leisure. So

they gladly retired to the small city which was allotted

them, without fear of any danger ; but as they were not

seen again, the seditious spread it abroad again that de-

serters were slain by the Romans, which they did of course

to deter the rest from running away from fear of the same
treatment. This trick of theirs succeeded for a while as

before; for others were deterred from deserting by fear

of the same treatment.

§ 3. So Titus recalled these men from Gophna, and
bade them go round the walls with Josephus, and show
themselves to the people, upon which a very great many
fled to the Romans. They also assembled en masse, and
standing before the Romans, besought the seditious with

lamentations and tears first to receive the Romans into the

city while it was entire, and save their country again, and
if not, at least to depart out of the temple, and save the

holy house for them ; for the Romans would not venture to

' The chief town of Cjrenaica, the Libyan Pentapolis, on the north

coast of Africa. Antiq. xiv. 7, § 2 ; xvi. 6, § 5. Jewish War, ii, 16,

§4; vii. U, §1.
' Jifna. Jewish War, i. 11, § 2.
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set the sanctuary on fire except on the most pressing neces-

sity. But the seditious were only the more obstinate in their

opposition, and cast loud reproaches upon these deserters,

and also mounted their engines for throwing darts and bolts

and stones upon the sacred gates of the temple at due dis-

tances from one another, so that all the space round the
temple was like a cemetery, so great was the number of dead
bodies therein, and the holy house itself was like a citadel.

For they rushed into the Holy and Holy of Holies in their

armour, while their hands were yet warm with the blood

of their fellow-countrymen, nay, they proceeded to such
great lawlessness, that the Romans had now against the

Jews the very same indignation, for their impiety in re-

gard to their own religious customs, that the Jews would
naturally have had against the Romans, had they been
guilty of such abuses against them. Indeed, there were
none of the Roman soldiers who did not look with awe
at the holy house, and adore it, and wish that the robbers
would repent before their sufferings were past remedy.

§ 4. Now Titus was deeply affected with this state of

things, and again reproached John and his party, and said

to them, " Did not you, vilest of wretches, put up a wall of

partition before your Holy of Holies ? Did you not put
up pillars in the temple at due distances, and engrave on
them in G-reek and Roman letters the order that no one
should go beyond that wall ? And did we not give you
leave to kill any that went beyond it, even though he were
a Roman ? And what do you do now, accursed wretches ?

Why do you trample upon dead bodies in the temple ? and
why do you pollute this holy house with the blood of both
foreigners and Jews themselves ? I appeal to the gods of

my own country, and to every god that ever had any re-

gard to this place (for I do not suppose it is now regarded
by any of them) ; I also appeal to my own army, and to

those Jews that are now with me, and even to yourselves,

that I do not force you to defile your sanctuary ; and if

you will but change your battle-ground, no Roman shall

either come near your sanctuary, or offer any affront to it.

Nay, I will endeavour to preserve to you your holy house,
whether you will or not."

§ 5. When Josephus was the spokesman of these words of
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Titus, both the robbers and the tyrant ' thought that this

exhortation proceeded from Titus' fear, and not from his
good-will, and treated it with contempt. And as Titus
saw that these men were neither to be moved by pity for
themselves, nor had any concern about the holy house
being spared, he proceeded unwillingly to war again. He
could not indeed lead all his army against them, the space
was so narrow, but choosing thirty of the most valiant sol-

diers out of every hundred, and committing a thousand
to each tribune, and making Cerealis the commander in
chief, he gave orders that they should attack the garrison
of the Jews about the ninth hour that night. And when
he was now in his armour, and intending to go down with
them, he was stopped by his friends because of the great-

„ness of the danger, and by the remarks of the com-
manders ; for they said that he would do more by sitting

in the tower of Antonia, as a dispenser of rewards to those
soldiers that distinguished themselves in the fight, than
by coming down, and hazarding his own person in the
front ; for they would all fight stoutly while Titus looked
on. To this Titus hearkened, and said that the only
reason which made him listen to the soldiers was that

he might so be able to judge of their valour, and that
no brave soldier might be unnoticed and lose his reward,
and that no cowardly soldier might go unpunished; but
that he might himself be a spectator and eye-witness of all

that was done, who was to be the disposer of punishments
and rewards. So he sent the soldiers about their work at

the forementioned hour, and went himself to a watch-
tower in the tower of Antonia, and there waited with
impatience to see the event.

§ 6. However, the soldiers that were sent did not find

the garrison asleep, as they hoped to have done, but were
obliged to engage with them immediately, as they rushed
upon them with a great shout. And as soon as the rest

heard the shout of those that were upon the watch, they

sallied out upon them en masse. And the Eomans re-

ceived the onset of those that came first upon them, but
those that foRowed them fell upon their own troops, and

' John of Gischala is meant. Cf. §§ 1, 6.
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many of them treated their own soldiers as if they had
been enemies. For the confused noise that was made on
both sides hindered them from accurately distinguish-

ing one another's voices, and the darkness of the night
hindered them from distinguishing them by sight ; besides
that blindness which was inspired by passion in some, and
by fear in others. So it was all one to the soldiers whom
they struck at. However, this ignorance did less harm to

the Romans than to the Jews, for they fought more
shoulder to shoulder, and advanced in better order, and
each of them remembered their watch-word : while the
Jews were perpetually scattered about, and made their

attacks and retreats at random, and frequently seemed to

one another to be enemies ; for every one of them received
those of their own men that came back in the dark as
Romans who were attacking them. And so more of them
were wounded by their own men than by the enemy, till,

upon the coming of day, the nature of the fight was
henceforth discerned by the eye ; they then stood in line

of battle, and regularly cast their darts and defended
themselves. Nor did either side yield or grow weary.
The Romans vied with each other who should fight the
most energetically, both single men and entire regiments,
as being under the eye of Titus, and every one concluded
that this day would be the beginning of his promotion, if

he fought bravely; while the great encouragements which
the Jews had to act vigorously were their fear for them-
selves and for the temple, and the presence of their tyrant,'

who urged on some, and scourged and threatened others.

Now it so happened that this fight was for the most part
a stationary one, as the soldiers had to manoeuvre in small
space and quickly ; for there was no great space of ground
for either party for flight or pursuit. And at every phase
of the battle there was an appropriate cry raised by
the Romans from the tower of Antonia, who loudly cried
out to their own men to press on courageously, when they
were getting the best of it, and to stand their ground
when they were retreating; so that here was a kind of
theatre of war ; for what was done in this fight could not

' John of Gisohala is meant. Cf. §§ 1,5.
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be concealed either from Titus or from those that were
with him. And this fight, which began at the ninth
hour of the night, was not over till past the fifth hour
of the day, and was fought on the same ground where
the battle began, and neither party could say they had
made the other retire, but both armies left the victory
in uncertainty between them. Now those that distin-

guished themselves on the Eoman side were a great
many, but on the Jewish side, of those that were with
Simon, Judas the son of Merto, and Simon the son of

Josias ; and of the Idumseans, James and Simon, the
latter of whom was the son of Cathlas, as James was
the son of Sosas ; and of those that were with John,
G-ypthajus and Alexas ; and of the Zealots, Simon the son
of Arus.

§ 7. Meantime, the rest of the Koman army had, in

seven days' time, overthrown the foundations of the tower
of Antonia, and had made ready a broad way up to the

temple. Then did the legions come near the first wall,

and began to raise their earthworks, one opposite the

north-west comer of the inner temple, another at the hall

facing north which was between the two gates ; and of

the other two, one was at the western portico of the outer

temple, the other outside opposite the northern portico.

However, these works were not thus far advanced by the
Eiomans without great pains and difficulty, particularly

as they were obliged to bring their materials from the

distance of a hundred furlongs. They were still further

injured sometimes by ambushes, being over-secure be-

cause of their frequent victories, and finding the Jews
over-bold from their despair of safety. For when some
of their horsemen, when they went out to gather wood
or hay, let their horses feed without having their

bridles on, while they were foraging, the Jews sallied out

en masse, and carried them off. And as this was con-

tinually being done, and Titus believed, what was indeed
the truth, that the horses were stolen more from the

negligence of his own men than the valour of the Jews, he
determined to use great severity to force the rest to take

care of their horses ; so he commanded that one of those

soldiers who lost their horses was to be put to death.
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whereby he so terrified the rest, that they took care of their

horses for the time to come. For they did not any longer

let them graze about, but as if they were joined to them,

went always with them when they wanted necessaries.

And the Romans still continued to besiege the temple,

and to raise their earthworks.

§ 8. Now the day after the Romans had ascended the

breach, many of the seditious were so pressed by famine, as

plunder now failed them, that they gathered together and
made an attack on those Roman guards that were upon
the Mount of Olives, about the eleventh hour of the day,

supposing first that they would not expect an attack, and
next that they were then taking care of their bodies, and
that therefore they would very easily cut their way through
them. But the Romans were apprized beforehand of their

coming to attack them, and quickly ran up from the neigh-

bouring camps, and prevented them from getting over

their fortifications, and breaking through and forcing their

lines. TJpon this came on a sharp fight, and here many
great actions were performed on both sides ; for the Romans
showed both their strength and skill in war, and the Jews
rushed at them with headlong impetuosity and intolerable

passion. The former were urged on by shame, and the

latter by necessity ; for it seemed very disgraceful for the

Romans to let the Jews go, now they were taken in a kind
of net, while the Jews had but one hope of safety, and
that was if they could by violence break through the

Roman lines. And when the Jews were already routed

and driven down the ravine, a trooper, whose name was
Pedanius, spurred his horse on their flank with great vehe-

mence, and caught up a certaiu young man belonging to

the enemy by his ancle, as he was running away, and a
man too of a robust body and in his armour ; so low did
Pedanius bend himself down from his horse even as it

was galloping, and so great was the strength of his right

hand, as of the rest of his body, and so skilful was he
in horsemanship. So he seized this man as a treasure,

and carried him off captive to Titus. Thereupon Titus
admired the man that had seized the other for his great

strength, and ordered the man that was captured to be
punished for his attempt on the Roman Unes, and himself
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went on with the siege of the temple, and the raising of the
earthworks.

§ 9. Meantime the Jews were so distressed by their
various fights, as the war ever mounted higher and higher,
and crept up to the holy house, that they cut ofE as it were
those limbs of their body which were infected, in order to
prevent the distemper spreading further. For they set

on fire the north-west portico, which was joined to the
tower of Antonia, and afterwards broke off about twenty
cubits, and so with their own hands made a beginning of
burning the sanctuary. And two days after, on the twenty-
fourth day of the forenamed month,' the Romans set fire to
the next portico, when the fire went fifteen cubits further.

The Jews, in like manner, cut off the roof, nor did they at

all desist from their work till the tower of Antonia was dis-

connected from the temple, even though it was in their

power to have stopped the fire. But they were inactive

when the temple was first set on fire, and deemed this

spreading of the fire to be for their advantage. And both
armies kept still fighting against one another in the neigh-
bourhood of the temple, and the war was full of continual
sallies against one another by turns.

§ 10. Now there was at this time a man among the
Jews, of low stature and despicable appearance, and of no
note either as to his family or in other respects, whose
name was Jonathan. He went out near the high priest

John's tomb,^ and uttered many other insolent things to

the Romans, and challenged the best of them to single

combat. But most of those in the Roman army disdained
him, and some (as well they might be) were afraid of him.
Some also reasoned justly enough that it was not wise to

fight with a man that desired to die, because those that

utterly despaired of safety had besides other things a
headlong impetuosity in attack, and had no regard to

God ; and to hazard oneself against persons, whom to over-

come was no great matter, and by whom to be beaten was
dangerous and disgraceful, was a proof not of courage but
temerity. Now as nobody came out to accept this man's
challenge, and the Jew twitted them with a great number

' Panemu.s. ' Near the Jaffa gate. Jewish War, ». 9, § 2.
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of reproaches as cowards (for he was a very bragging
fellow himself, and a great despiser of the Komans), a
trooper whose name was Pudens, disgusted at the other's

words and impudence (and perhaps inadvisedly elated at

the other's lowness of stature), ran out to him, and was too

much for him in other respects, but was betrayed by for-

tune. For he fell down, and as he was down, Jonathan
came running to him, and cut his throat, and then standing
upon his dead body, brandished his sword, bloody as it

was, and shook his shield with his left hand, and shouted
loudly to his own army, and insulted over the dead man,
and jeered at the Eomans who were looking on, till one
Priscus, a centurion, shot a dart at him, as he was leaping

about and playing the fool, and pierced him through :

upon which a shout was set up both by the Jews and
Eomans, though from different motives. And Jonathan
swooned away from the pain of his wound, and fell down
upon the body of his adversary, showing the very quick
vengeance that can come upon men that have success in

war without deserving the same.

CHAP. III.

Concerning a Stratagem that was devised by the Jeivs, by
which they burnt many of the Romans, with a Description

of the terrible Famine that was in the City.

§ 1-

AND now the seditious that were in the temple openly
endeavoured every day to beat off the soldiers who

were upon the earthworks, and on the twenty-seventh dav
of the forenamed month ' contrived the following stratagem.
They filled that jjart of the western portico, which was be-
tween the beams and the roof underneath, with dry wood,
as also with bitumen and pitch, and then retired from
the place, as though they were quite exhausted with the
pains they had taken. At this proceeding on their part
many of the inconsiderate among the Eomans, who were

^ Fanemus.
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carried away by their impetuosity, followed hard after
them as they were retiring, and applied ladders to the
portico, and jumped upon it, but the more prudent of
them, thinking this unaccountable retreat of the Jews sus-
picious, remained where they were. However, the portico
was full of those that had mounted on it, and meantime
the Jews set it all on fire. And as the flames burst out
suddenly from all sides, the Eromans that were out of
danger were seized with very great consternation, as those
that were in the midst of danger were in the utmost dis-

tress. And when they perceived themselves surrounded
with the flames, some of them, threw themselves down
headlong backwards into the city, and others among their

enemies, and many in hope of safety leaped down among
their own men, and broke their limbs, but most of those
that were going to take these violent steps were prevented
by the fire, but some anticipated the fire by their own swords.
However, the fire soon so spread as to surround imme-
diately those who would have otherwise perished. As for
Titus, he could not but pity those that thus perished, since

there was no way of bringing them any relief, although he
was angry with them for going up there without orders.

Yet was it some comfort to those who perished that they
saw him grieve for whose sake they were lavish of their

lives ; for he was visible crying out to them, and leaping

up, and exhorting those that were about him to do their

utmost to relieve them. So every one of them died cheer-

fully, carrying off with them the words and grief of Titus
as a splendid epitaph. Some indeed retired to the wall of
the portico, which was broad, and so got safe out of the fire,

but were then surrounded by the Jews, and although they
resisted for a long time, yet were they wounded by them,
and at last all fell.

§ 2. Finally a young man among them, whose name was
Longus, threw a lustre on all this tragedy, and while every

one of them that perished was worthy of a memorial, this

man appeared the bravest of them all ; and the Jews ad-
mired him for his courage, and were also unable to kill

him, so they urged him to come down to them, upon secu-

rity being given him for his life ; but Cornelius his brother

besought him, on the contrary, not to tarnish his own
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glory, nor that of the Eoman army. He listened to him,

and lifted up his sword in the presence of both armies, and
slew himself. But one Sertorius among those surrounded
by the fire escaped by his cleverness. For when he had
with a loud voice called Lucius, one of his fellow-soldiers

that lay in the same tent, he said to him, " I leave thee

heir of all I have, if thou wilt come and receive me. Upon
this he came running to receive him readily, and Sertorius

threw himself down upon him, and saved his own life,

while he that received him was dashed so violently against

the pavement by the other's weight, that he died imme-
diately. This tragedy made the Eomans dejected for a

while, but yet it made them more upon their guard for the

future, and was of advantage to them against the treachery

of the Jews, by which they were greatly damaged through
their ignorance of the localities, and through the nature of

the inhabitants. Now this portico was burnt down, as far

as John's tower, which he had built in the war he made
against Simon over the gates that led to the Xystus.' The
Jews also cut off the rest of that portico, after tbey had
slain those that had got upon it. And the next day the

Romans burnt down the north portico entirely as far as

the east portico, whose connecting angle was built over the

ravine that was called Cedron, so that the depth was
frightful. Such was the state of the temple at this

time.

§ 3. Now the number of those that perished by famine
in the city was prodigious ; and the miseries they under-

went were unspeakable ; for if so much as the shadow of

any kind of food anywhere appeared in any house, a

fight ensued, and the dearest friends fell to contending

with one another for it, snatching from each other the

wretched supports of life. Nor would men believe that

those who were dying had no food, but the robbers would
search them even when they were expiring, lest any one
should have concealed food in his bosom and counter-

feited death. And the robbers themselves gaped for want,

and ran about staggering like mad dogs, and reeling

' The Xystus was parallel to the west side of the Temple, between
the causeway and ' Robinson's Arch.' The gate leading to it is appa-
rently that known as ' Barclay's Gateway.'
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against the doors of houses like drunken men, and would
also in their dire distress rush into the same houses two
or three times in one hour. And their hunger was so

intolerable, that it obliged them to chew every thing, and
they picked up such things as the filthiest animals would
not touch, and actually eat them. Nor did they at last

abstain from girdles and shoes, and pulled off and gnawed
the very leather which belonged to their shields. And
wisps of old hay became food to some, and some gathered

up fibres, and sold a very small weight of them for four

Attic [drachmae]. But why need I describe the shame-
lessness that the famine brought on men in eating in-

animate things y For I am going to relate a fact such as

no history records either among Greeks or Barbarians,

horrible to speak of it, and iacredible when heard. I would
indeed have willingly omitted this tragic story, that I

might not seem to be merely telling marvels to posterity,

but that I have innumerable witnesses to it of my contem-

poraries. Besides, my country would have little reason to

thank me for suppressing the miseries that she underwent

at this time.

§ 4. There was a certain woman that dwelt beyond the

Jordan, whose name was Mary, and her father was Eleazar,

of the village of Bethezob ' (which signifies the House of

Hyssop). She was eminent for her family and wealth, and
had fled to Jerusalem with the rest of the community, and
was besieged with them at this time. All the other effects

that she had brought with her from Persea,^ and removed
to the city, had been seized upon by the tyrants, and any
scraps that she had treasured up besides, as also any food

that she had contrived to save, had been also carried off

by the rapacious guards, who came every day running to

her house. This greatly provoked the poor woman, and
from the frequent reproaches and imprecations she cast

at these robbers, she iucensed them to anger against her.

But as none of them either in rage or pity would take away
her life, and if she foimd any food, she perceived her labours

were for others, and it was now become almost hopeless for

her to find any, and the famine pierced through her very

' An unknown place east of Jordan.
' Jewish AVar, ii. 3, § 1.
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bowels and marrow, her passion was fired to a degree beyond
the famine itself, nor did she take any counsellor but her rage
and the necessity she was in. So she proceeded to a most
unnatural thing, and, snatching up her son, who was a
child sucking at her breast, she exclaimed, "O thou miserable
infant ! for whom shall I preserve thee in war, famine, and
sedition ? As to the Romans, even if they preserve our
lives, we must be slaves ; but the famine will anticipate

that slavery, yet are these seditious persons more terrible

than both the other plagues. So be thou my food, and be
thou a fury to these seditious persons, and a by-word to

the world, which is all that is now wanting to complete
the calamities of us Jews." As soon as she had said this,

she slew her son, and then roasted him, and eat half of

him, and kept the rest by her concealed. And straight-

way the seditious came in, and smelling the scent of this

uncanny food, threatened to cut her throat immediately,
if she did not show them the food she had dressed. She
replied that she had saved a very fine portion of it for

them, and uncovered what was left of her son. There-
upon they were seized with horror and amazement of

mind, and their blood ran cold at the sight. And she said

to them, " This is mine own son, and this is my doing.

Come, eat of this food, for I have eaten of it myself, and
be not more tender than a woman, or more compassionate
than a mother. But if you are too scrupulous, and abhor
my sacrifice, as I have eaten half, let the rest be reserved

for me also." At this they went out trembling, being
cowards at this sight alone, and with some difficulty pre-

vailed on themselves to leave the rest of that meat to the
mother. And the whole city was full of this horrid action

immediately, and as every body considered this miserable
case before their eyes, they shuddered, as if this unheard-
of action had been done by themselves. And those that were
thus distressed by the famine were very desirous to die,

and those already dead were esteemed happy, because they
had not lived long enough either to hear or see such
miseries.

§ 5. This tragic story soon spread among the Romans,
some of whom hardly believed it, and others felt intense

pity, but most were excited by it to a more bitter hatred
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than before against om- nation. As for Titus, he excused
hunself before God as to this matter, and said, that for his
part he had offered peace and liberty to the Jews, as well
as amnesty for all their former audacity, but that they
instead of concord had chosen sedition, and instead of

peace war, and before satiety and abundance famine, and
had begun with their own hands to burn down the temple,
which the Romans had preserved hitherto, and so they de-

served to eat such food as this. However, this horrid action

of eating a child ought (he said) to be covered by the over-

throw of their country, and men ought not to leave such a
city upon the earth to be seen by the sun, where mothers
were thus fed ; although such food was fitter for the

fathers than for the mothers, since it was they that con-

tinued stiU in a state of war, even after such miseries as

these. At the same time that he said this, he reflected

on the desperate condition these men must be in, for they
would hardly ever be likely to come to their senses, who
had endured all kinds of sufferings, when they need not
by repenting have suffered at all.

CHAP. rv.

The EarthivorJcs being completed, and the Battering-rams

brought up, to no purpose, Titus gives orders to set fire

to the Gates of the Temple ; in no long time after which

the Holy House itself is burnt down against his Wish.

§1-

AND now two of the legions had completed their earth-

works on the eighth day of the month Lous, where-
upon Titus gave orders that the battering-rams should be
applied to the western hall of the inner temple. For
before they were brought up, the strongest of all the siege-

engines had been incessantly applied to the walls for six

days without making any impression upon them ; but the

great size and excellent masonry of the stones was too much
for those and for these also. And some of the Romans
undermined the foundations of the northern gate, and
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after a world of pains removed the outermost stones ; biit

the gate was upheld by the inner stones, and continued in

its position, till the workmen, despairing of all attemj)ts

by battering-rams and crowbars, brought up ladders to the

porticoes. Now the Jews did not interrupt them in so

doing, but when they had got on these ladders, they fell ujjon

them, and fought with them, and some they thrust down , and
threw back headlong, and others they met and slew. They
also struck and slew with their swords many that were
getting off the ladders before they could j)rotect themselves
with their shields, nay, some of the ladders, when they
were full of armed men, they tipped over and threw down
from above. And no small slaughter was made of the

Jews also. Those Romans that bore the standards fought
especially hard for them, deeming it a terrible thing, that

would tend to their great shame, if they permitted them to

be seized by the enemy. But the Jews at last got jjosses-

sion of those standards, and slew those that had gone up the
ladders, while the rest were so cowed by the fate of those
who had been slain that they retired. Now none of the
Romans died without having slain some of his foes first ; and
of the seditious, those that had fought bravely in the former
battles did the like now, as also did Eleazar, the nephew
of Simon the tyrant. But when Titus perceived that
his endeavours to spare a foreign temple turned to the
damage of his soldiers, and got them killed, he gave orders

to set the gates on fire.

§ 2. Meantime there deserted to him Ananus of Emniaus,'
the most bloody of all Simon's body-guards, and Archelaus,
the son of Magadatus, who hoped to to be forgiven, because
they deserted at a time when the Jews were victorious.

Titus accused these men of this as a cunning trick, and as

he had been informed of all their barbarity to the Jews,
he had a great mind to have them both put to death, for he
said that they were only driven to this desertion by neces-

sity, and had not come there from choice, and that they
did not deserve to be saved alive who now hurried away
from their own city which was already on fire owing to them.
However, the security he had promised deserters overcame

' 'Amwds. Jewish War, i. U, § 2.
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his reseutment, and lie dismissed them accordingly, though
he did not put them in the same rank that he had placed
others. And now the soldiers had already put fire to the
gates, and the silver melting quickly made the flames
spread to the wood-work, whence the flames continually
extended till they reached the porticoes. Upon the Jews
seeing this fire all about them, their spirits sunk together
with their bodies, and they were in such a panic that not
one of them attempted either to defend himself or to quench
the fire, but they stood as mute spectators. However, they
did not so grieve at the loss of what was now burning, as
to grow wiser for the time to come, but they whetted
their passion against the Romans, as though the sanctuary
itself was on fire already. This fire prevailed during that
day and the following night ; for the soldiers were not
able to burn the porticoes all together at one time, but
only partially.

§ 3. The next day, Titus commanded part of his army to

quench the fire, and to make a road for the more easy
marching up of the legions, while he himself summoned the
commanders together. And when the six principal ones
were assembled together, namely, Tiberius Alexander, the
general of the whole army, and Sextus Cerealis, the com-
mander of the fifth legion, and Larcius Lepidus, the com-
mander of the tenth legion, and Titus Phrygius, the
commander of the fifteenth legion, and Liternius Pronto,
the leader of the two legions that came from Alex-
andria, and Marcus Antonius Julianus, the procurator

of Judsea, and after them the rest of the procurators and
tribunes, Titus asked for their advice about the temple.

Now some thought it would be best to act according to

the rules of war [and demolish it], for the Jews would never
leave ofE rebelling while the temple was standing, where
they all used to congregate from all quarters. Others
were of opinion, that if the Jews would leave it, and cease

to make it their arsenal, they might save it, but if

the Jews fought from it any more, they must burn it

;

for it must then be looked upon not as a temple but as

a citadel; and the impiety of burning it would belong

to those that forced this to be done, and not to them. But
Titus said, that even if the Jews did get upon the temple
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and fight them from thence, yet they ought not to avenge

themselves on inanimate things instead of on men, nor

ought they in any case to burn down such a work as

that ; for that would be a loss to the Eomans themselves,

as it would be an ornament to their empire as long as it

continued. And Fronto and Alexander and Oerealis confi-

dently agreed with the opinion of Titus. Then Titus broke

up the meeting, when he had first given orders to the

commanders that their other forces should rest, that they

might be more vigorous in action, but that picked men from
the cohorts should make their way through the ruins, and
quench the fire.

§ 4. On that day the Jews were so weary, and in such a

panic, that they refrained from any attacks : but on the

next day they gathered their whole force together, and very

boldly sallied forth through the east gate upon those that

guarded the outer part of the temple, about the second hour
of the day. And they received their attack with great

bravery, and by covering themselves with their shields

in front closed in their ranks like a wall, but it was evident

they could not stand their ground very long, but would
be overcome by the numbers and passion of those that sal-

lied out upon them. So Titus, seeing from the tower of

Antonia that these troops would be likely to give way, sent

some picked cavalry to reinforce them. Thereupon the

Jews were not able to sustain their onset, and tipon the

slaughter of those in the front, most of the rest were put

to flight. But as the Eomans retired, the Jews turned back

upon them, and pressed upon them, but when the Romans
wheeled round, they retreated again, until about the fifth

hour of the day they were beaten and shut themselves up
inside the temple.

§ 6. Then Titus retired again to the tower of Antonia,

and resolved to invest and storm the temple the next day
early in the morning with his whole army. As for it, God
had certainly long ago doomed it to the fire, and now the

fated day had come round in the revolution of ages,

namely the tenth day of the month Lous, upon which it

was formerly burnt by the king of Babylon. Howbeit,
these flames took their rise from the Jews themselves, and
were occasioned by them. For upon Titus' retiring, the
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seditious were quiet for a little while, and then attacked
the Eomans again, when those that guarded the sanctuary-

fought with those that tried to quench the fire that was
burning the outside of the temple ; but these Romans put
the Jews to flight, and proceeded as far as the sanctuary.
At this time one of the soldiers, without staying for any
orders, and without any horror at so great a crime, being
possessed by a certain weird fury, snatched a brand out
of the wood that was on fire, and being lifted up by
another soldier, set fire to a golden window, through which
there was a passage to the rooms round the sanctuary on
the north side. As the flames went upwards, the Jews
made a great clamour worthy of so mighty an affliction,

and ran up to prevent it ; and now they were reckless

of their lives, and spared not their strength at all, since

that was perishing which they had long been fighting to

protect.

§ 6. And now a certain person came running to Titus,

and told him of this fire, as he was resting himself in his

tent after the recent fight, and he leaped up in great haste
as he was, and ran to the temple to put a stop to the fire

;

and all the commanders followed him, and the legions

accompanied them in great agitation. And there was a great

clamour and tumult raised, as was natural upon the dis-

orderly movement of so great an army. Then Titus, both
bv calling to the soldiers that were fighting in a loud voice,

and by giving a signal to them with his right hand, ordered
them to quench the fire. But they did not hear what he
said, though he spoke so loud, having their ears already

dinned by a greater noise, nor did they attend to the signal

he made with his hand either, as the attention of some of

them was diverted by fighting, and of others by passion.

As for the legions that came running up, neither any ex-

hortation nor threatening could restrain their violence, but
each one's passion was his leader ; and as they jostled one
another in the entrances into the temple, many of them
were trampled on by one another, while a great number
fell among the still hot and smoking ruins of the jjorti-

coes, and perished in the same miserable way as those

whom they had conquered. And when they were near the
sanctuary, they pretended not to have heard Titus' orders.
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and encouraged those that were before them to set it on

fire. As for the seditious, they were in too great distress

already to afford their assistance [towards quenching the

fire], for they were everyTvhere slain, and everywhere

beaten. As for most of the people, they were weak and
without arms, and had their throats cut wherever they

were taken, and a quantity of dead bodies lay heaped upon
one another round about the altar, and at the steps going

up to it ran a great quantity of blood, and the dead bodies

also that were slain above slipped down.

§ 7. And now, as Titus was unable to restrain the fury

of his enthusiastic soldiers, and the fire prevailed more and
more, he went into the Holy of Holies with his generals,

and saw it and what was in it, which he found to be far

superior to the report of foreigners, and not inferior to

what we ourselves boasted and thought of it. But as the

flame had not as yet reached its inner parts, but was con-

suming the rooms round the sanctuary, Titus supposing,

as was the case, that the sanctuary might yet be saved,

rushed up, and endeavoured in person to persiiade the

soldiers to quench the fire, and gave orders to Liberalis

the centurion to beat and keep back the soldiers that were

refractory with the staves of the spearmen that were

round him. But their passion overcame the regard they

had for Titus, and the dread they had of him who forbade

them, as also did their hatred of the Jews, and a certain

vehement inclination to fight them . Moreover, the hope of

plunder induced many to go on, as they thought that all

the places within were full of money, and they saw that all

round it was made of gold. And, besides, one of those

that had entered the place anticipated Titus, when he

rushed up to restrain the soldiers, and put fire under the

hinges of the gate in the dark, and as the flame burst out

from within immediately the generals retired with Titus,

and nobody any longer forbade those that were without to

set fire to the sanctuary. Thus was it burnt down against

Titus' wish.

§ 8. Now, although one could not indeed but greatly

lament the destruction of such a splendid pile as this was,

since it was the most wonderful of all the works that we
have seen or heard of, not only for its curious structure
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and size, but also for the vast cost of every part of it, and
for the glorious reputation of its Holy of Holies, yet might
such a one greatly comfort himself with the thought that it

was fate that decreed it so to be, which neither living crea-

tures nor works and places can avoid. However, one cannot
but wonder at the exactness of the period. For the same
month and day were now observed, as I said before, as that

whereon the temple was burnt before by the Babylonians.

Now the number of years that passed from its first build-

ing, commenced by king Solomon, till this destruction of it,

which happened in the second year of the reign of Ves-

pasian, are inferred to be one thousand one hundred and
thirty, besides seven months and fifteen days ; and from the

second building of it by Haggai, in the second year of

Cyrus the king, till its destruction under Vespasian, there

were six hundred and thirty-nine years and forty-five

days.

CHAP. V.

Tlie great Distress the Jeivs ivere in upon the Burning of the

Temple. Concerning a false Prophet, and the Signs that

preceded this Destruction.

WHILE the temple was on fire, every thing was plun-

dered that came to hand, and ten thousand of those

that were taken were slain : nor was there pity for any age,

nor any regard paid to dignity, but children, and old men,
and profane persons, and priests, were all slain in the same
manner ; so that this war pursued and included all sorts

of men, as well those that made supplication for their lives

as those that defended themselves by fighting. The flames

also spread a long way and roared in unison with the groans

of those that were slain, and because the hill was high, and
the size of the burning pile so great, one would have thought

the whole city had been on fire ; nor could one imagine any
tiling either greater or more terrible than the noise. For
there was at once the shouting of the Eoman legions, who
were all marching together, and the cries of the seditious.
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who were now surrounded with fire and sword, and the

flight of the people that were left above in great panic to

the enemy, and their wailing at their woes ; and the people

also in the city joined those that were upon the hill in this

lamentation. Many also of those that were wasted away by
famine, and their mouths almost closed, when they saw the

sanctuary on fire, exerted their utmost strength, and broke

out into groans and wailing again ; and Persea and the moun-
tains roimd Jerusalem returned the echo, and augmented
the hubbub. But the suiferings were more terrible than this

uproar. For one would have thought that the hill itself,

on which the temple stood, was seething hot from its base,

so full of fire was it on every side, and that the blood was
larger in quantity than the fire, and that those that were slain

were more in number than those that slew them. For the

ground was nowhere visible for the dead bodies that lay

on it, and the soldiers went over heaps of those bodies as

they pursued those who fled from them. And now the

multitude of the robbers with some difficulty thi-ust back

the Romans, and broke through their ranks into the outer

temple, and thence into the city, while the remainder of

the populace fled to the outer jsortico. As for the priests,

some of them plucked ofE from the sanctuary the spikes that

were upon it, and their bases which were made of lead, and
shot them at the Eomans as missiles. But as the}' gained

nothing by so doing, and as the fire burst out upon them,

they then retired to the wall, which was eight cubits

broad, and there they stayed. However, two of eminence

among them, who might have saved themselves by going

over to the Romans, or have borne up with courage and
shared the fortune of others, threw themselves into the

fire, and were burnt with the temple, namely Meirus the

son of Belgas, and Joseph the son of Dalseus.

§ 2. And now the Romans, as the temj)le was on fire,

judging it idle to spare anything in its vicinity, burnt
everything, as the remains of the porticoes, and the gates,

two excepted, one on the east side, and the other on the

south ; both of which, however, they destroyed afterwards.

They also burnt the treasuries, in which was an immense
quantity of money, and an immense number of garments,

and other precious things ; indeed, to say all in a few words.
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the entire riches of the Jews were heaped up there, for the

rich had built themselves store-chambers there. The sol-

diers also went to the remaining portico of the outer temple,

where the women and children, and a very great mixed
multitude of people had fled, in number about six thousand.
And before Titus had determined any thing about these

people, or given the commanders any orders relating to

them, the soldiers, carried away by their rage, set the

portico on fire ; whereupon some of these persons were
destroyed by throwing themselves do'svn headlong to avoid

the flames, and some were burnt in them. Nor did any
out of so many escape. A false prophet was the cause of

these people's destruction, who had made a public pro-

clamation in the city that very day, that Grod commanded
them to ascend up to the temple, and that they should

there receive miraculous signs of their deliverance. Now
many prophets were suborned by the tyrants at this time

to impose on the people, who annoimced to them that they

should wait for deliverance from Grod, and this was in

order to keep them from deserting, and that they might
be buoyed up above fear and care by such hopes. Now a

man in adversity quickly listens to such comfort ; and
whenever a deceiver makes him believe that he shall be

delivered from the miseries which oppress him, then the

sufferer is full of hope.

§ 3. Thus were the miserable people led astray by these

deceivers, who falsely said they were sent by Grod himself
;

while they did not attend nor give credit to the signs that

were so evident and so plainly foretold their future deso-

lation, but like men stupefied, without either eyes to see or

mind to consider, did not regard the public intimations

that Grod gave them. Thus there was a star resembling a

sword, which stood over the city, and a comet that con-

tinued a whole year. And before the Jews' rebellion, and
before those commotions wliich preceded the war, when the

people were come in great crowds to the feast of Unleavened
Bread, on the eighth day of the month Xanthicus, at the

ninth hour of the night, so great a light shone round the

altar and sanctuary, that it appeared to be bright day-light,

and this light lasted for half an hour. This light seemed
to be a good sign to the unskilful, but was interpreted
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by the sacred scribes to portend tbose events that im-
mediately followed. At the same feast also an heifer, as

she was led by the high priest to be sacrificed, brought forth
a lamb in the midst of the temple. Moreover, the eastern

gate of the inner temple, which was of brass and exceed-

ingly heavy, and was with difficulty shut every evening by
twenty men,' and rested upon bars covered with iron, and
had posts let down very deep into the firm floor, which
consisted of one entire stone, was seen to open of its o\ra

accord about the sixth hour of the night. Thereupon
those that kept watch in the temple ran to the captain

of the temple, and told him of it, and he went up there,

and was not able without great dif&culty to shut it again.

This also appeared to the ignorant to be a very happy omen,
as if God did thereby open to them the gate of happiness

;

but the men of learning understood by it that the security

of their temple was dissolved of its own accord, and that

the gate opened for the advantage of their enemies, and
they declared that the sign foreshowed the desolation that

was coming upon them. Besides these, a few days after

the feast, on the one and twentieth day of the month Ar-
temisius, a certain marvellous and incredible phenomenon
appeared. I suppose what I am going to tell would seem
a fable, were it not related by those that saw it, and were
not the sad events that followed it deserving of such signs.

Before sunset chariots were seen in the air, and troops of

soldiers in their armour running about among the clouds
and besieging cities. Moreover, at the feast which is

called Pentecost, as the priests were going by night into

the inner temple, as their custom was, to perform their

sacred ministrations, they said that first they felt a quak-
ing, and heard a great noise, and after that they heard a
sound as of a multitude saying, " Let us remove hence."
But, what is still more terrible, there was one Jesus the
son of Ananus, a rustic and one of the people, who, four
years before the war began, and at a time when the city

was in very great peace and prosperity, came to that feast

wherein it is our custom for every one to make tabernacles
to Grod in the temple, and began on a sudden to cry
aloud, " A voice from the east, a voice from the west, a
voice from the four winds, a voice against Jerusalem and
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the temple, a voice against bridegrooms and brides, and
a voice against the whole people!" This he cried, as he
went about by day and by night, in all the streets of the

city. Now some of the most eminent of the people were

very indignant at this ill-omened cry of his, and arrested

the man, and gave him a great number of severe stripes.

But he neither said any thing for himself, nor any thing

privately to those who scourged him, but still went on

uttering the same words as before. Thereupon the rulers,

supposing, as the case proved to be, that the notion of

the man proceeded from the Deity, brought him before

the Roman procurator, where he was scourged till his

bones were laid bare
;
yet did not he make any supplication

for himself, nor shed any tears, but turning his voice to the

most lamentable tone possible, at every stroke of the scourge

his utterance was, " Woe to Jerusalem
!

" And when Albinus

(who was then our procurator) asked him, "Who he was?

and whence he came ? and why he uttered these words ?
"

he made no reply at all to this, but still did not leave off

repeating his melancholy lament over the city, till Albinus

saw that he was a madman, and let him go. Now, during

all the time that passed before the war begun, this man did

not go near any of the citizens, nor was he seen speaking,

but every day he uttered these lamentable words, as if he

were repeating a prayer, " Woe to Jerusalem !
" Nor did

he give iU words to any of those who beat him every day,

nor good words to those who gave him food. But this

was his one reply to all men, which was indeed no other

than a melancholy presage of what was to come. This cry

of his was loudest at the feasts, and he continued repeat-

ing it for seven years and five months, without growing

hoarse, or being tired therewith, until the very time that

he saw his presage fulfilled in earnest in our siege, when he

stopped. For as he was going round upon the wall, he

cried out in a loud voice, " Woe to the city again, and to

the people, and to the temple !
" And just as he added at

last, "Woe to myself also !
" there came a stone out of one

of the engines, and struck him, and killed him immediately;

and as he was still uttering the very same presages, he gave

up the ghost.

§ 4. Now, if any one consider these things, he will find that
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Grodtakes care of mankind, and in all ways foreshows our race

what is for their safety, and that men perish by their own
folly and self-chosen evils. For example, the Jews, by demo-
lishing the tower of Antonia,' had made their temple square,

though they had it written in their sacred oracles, that

their city and sanctuary should be taken, when their temple

should become square. But what most stirred them up to

the war, was an ambiguous oracle that was found also in

their sacred writings, that about that time one from their

country should become ruler of the world. The Jews took

this jDrediction to belong to themselves, and many wise men
were thereby deceived in their judgment. Now, this oracle

certainly denoted the rule of Vespasian, who was declared

emperor in Judaea. However, it is not possible for men to

avoid fate, although they see it beforehand. And these

men interpreted some of these signs according to their own
pleasure, and some of them they utterly despised, until

their madness was shown both by the capture of their city

and their own destruction.

CHAP. VI.

How the Romans carried their Standards to the Temple, and
made joyful Acclamations to Titus. The Speech that Titus

made to the Jews ivhen they begged for Mercy. What
Reply they made, and how that Reply moved Titus' Indig-

nation against them.

§!
AND now the Romans, upon the flight of the seditious

into the city, and upon the burning of the temple
itself and of everything round it, brought their standards

to the temple, and set them opposite its eastern gate,

and there offered sacrifices to them, and hailed Titus

as Imperator with the greatest acclamations of joy.

And now all the soldiers had got by plunder such vast

quantity of spoil, that in Syria a lump " of gold was sold

' The tower of Antonia was connected by a colonnade with tiie north-

west corner of the Temple.
- Or pound. The Greek word here is indefinite in meaning.
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for half its former value. As for the priests that re-

mained still upon the wall of the sanctuary, a lad of theirs,

because of the thirst he was in, begged some of the Eoman
guards to give him their right hand, and confessed he was
very thirsty. These guards pitied his youth and distress,

and gave him their right hands accordingly. So he came
down himself, and drank some water, and filled the vessel

he had with him when he came to them with water, and
then went away and fled up to his own friends ; nor could
any of these guards overtake him, but they reproached him
for his perfidiousness. To which he answered that he had
not broken his agreement; for the security he had had
given him was not about his staying with them, but only
about his coming down and taking some water, both which
things he had done, and therefore thought himself faithful

to his engagement. Thereupon those whom the lad had
imposed upon marvelled at his cunning because of his

youth. On the fifth day afterwards the priests who were
half starved came doivn, and when they were brought to

Titus by the guards, begged for their lives. But he replied

that the time of pardon was over for them, for the temple,

for whose sake he could have reasonably spared them,
was destroyed, and it was fitting that priests should perish

with their temple. So he ordered them to be put to

death.

§ 2. As for the tyrants themselves and those who sided

with them, when they found that they were surrounded on
every side, and, as it were, walled in without any chance of

escape, they invited Titus to a colloquy. And such was
the kindness of his nature, and desire to preserve the city

from destruction, joined to the advice of his friends, who
now thought the robbers were become more moderate, that

he accepted this, and stood on the west side of the outer

temple ; for there were gates on that side above the Xystus,

and a bridge connected the upper city with the temple,^

which bridge lay between the tyrants and Titus. And the

multitude was numerous on each side, the Jews round Simon
and John, in suspense as to their hope of pardon, and the

Eomans round Titus, wondering how he would receive

' The Causeway bridge, now known as ' Wilson's Arch.'
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the supplication of the Jews. And Titus charged his sol-

diers to restrain their rage, and to let their darts alone, and
placed an interpreter by his side, and began to speak first,

which was a sign that he was the conqueror. " I hope,

sirs, you are now satisfied with the miseries of your
country, who had no conception either of our power or your
own weakness, but in inconsiderate fury and madness have
brought your people and city and temple to destruction,

and will also yourselves rightly perish. Your nation has
never left off rebelling since Pompey first conquered you,

and since that time you have made open war upon the

Romans ! Have you relied on your numbers ? Why, a very
small part of the Roman soldiers has been strong enough for

you. Have you relied on the fidelity of allies ? Pray what
nations outside our empire would prefer to assist Jews
rather than Romans ? Are your bodies stronger than
ours ? Nay, you know that the Germans themselves are

our servants. Have you stronger walls than we have? Pray,
what greater defence is there than the wall of the ocean,

with which the Britons are surrounded, and yet they bow
down before the arms of the Romans r Do you exceed us
in stoutness of soul, and in the skill of your commanders ?

However, you know that we conquered even the Carthagi-
nians. It can therefore be nothing but the humanity of

the Romans that has excited you against them. For they,

in the first place, gave you this laud to possess, and, in the
next place, set over you kings of your own nation, and, in

the third place, jireserved the laws of your forefathers to

jo\i, and also permitted you to live, either by yourselves or

among others, as you pleased. And, what is our chief

favour of all, we have given you leave to pay your triliute

to God,' and to collect such other gifts as are dedicated to

him, nor have we called those that offered these gifts to
account, nor prohibited them, and the end has been that
you have become only richer enemies, and have made pre-

parations for war against us with our own money. Thus,
after enjoying all these advantages, you turned vour
satiety against those that gave it you, and, like untamable

' Spanheim notes here, that the Romans used to permit the Jews to

collect their sacred tribute, and send it to Jerusalem : of which we liave

had abundant evidence in Josephus already on other occasions.

—

^Y.
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serpents, spit your venom on those that treated you kindly.

It is possible, indeed, that you might despise the easiness

of Nero, and, hke parts of the body fractured or ruptured,

you quietly waited formerly, though with malicious intent,

and have only now shown your true selves in the cliniax of

the disease, and extended your desires to impudent and
immense hopes. My father came to this country, not to

punish you for what you had done under Cestius, but to

admonish you. For had he come to overthrow your
nation, he would have hastened at once to your fountain-

head, and immediately sacked this city, whereas he ravaged
G-alilee and the neighbouiing parts, and so gave you time
for rejsentance. But that humanity of his you took as a
sign of weakness, and nourished your audacity on our
mildness. And when Nero was dead, you did as the

wickedest wretches would have done, and encouraged your-

selves to act against us because of our civil dissensions,

and abused the time, when both I and my father were
away in Egypit, in making preparations for this war.

Nor were you ashamed to give trouble to those as em-
l^erors, whom you had found to be mild generals. For
when the empire devolved upon us, and all other people were
thereupon quiet, and foreign nations sent embassies and
congratulated us on our accession, then did you Jews show
yourselves again our enemies. Tou sent embassies to those

of j-our own nation that were beyond the Euphrates, to

assist you in raising disturbances, and you built new walls

round your city, and seditions arose, and one tyrant con-

tended against another, and a civil war broke out among
you ; things indeed such as became none but so wicked a

j)eople as you are. I then came to this city on a sad errand

from my unwilling father; and when I heard that the

people were disposed to peace, I rejoiced at it. I exhorted

you to leave ofE your action before I began the war, I

spared you even when you had fought against me a long-

while, I gave my right hand to deserters, I kept faith with

those that fled to me, I had compassion on many of those

that I had taken captive, I tortured those that were eager

for war in order to restrain them, I unwillingly brought

my engines of war against your walls, I always checked

my soldiers when they were set upon your slaughter, and
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after every victory I invited you to peace, as though I had
been myself the conquered party. When I came near your
temple, I again willingly forgot the laws of war, and
exhorted you to spare your own sanctuary, and to preserve

your temple for yourselves, and allowed you a quiet exit

out of it and pledged you your personal security, nay, if

you had a mind, I gave you opportunity to fight on other

ground. But you despised every one of my offers, and
set fire to your temple with your own hands. And now,
vilest of wretches, do you invite me to a colloquy ? To
what end would you save such a holy house as this was,'

which is now destroyed? What safety can you now
claim after the destruction of your temple ? Yet you still

stand at this very time in your armour, nor can you bring

yourselves so much as to pretend to be suppliants even in

your utmost extremity. miserable creattires, what is it

you depend on? are not your people dead? is not your
temple burnt to the ground? is not your city in my power?
and are not your very lives iu my hands ? and do you then

deem it a proof of valour to be unwilling to die ? However,
I will not try to rival your madness. If you will throw
down your arms, and deliver up yoiir persons to me, I grant

you your lives, and will act like a mild master of a family,

punishing what cannot be healed, and preserving the rest

for myself."

§ 3. To this offer of Titus they replied that they could

not accept his right hand, because they had sworn never to

do so, but they desired they might have leave of exit

through the enemy's lines with their wives and children
;

for they would go into the desert and leave the city to him.

At this Titus was very indignant, when they were in the

case of men already taken cajstives, that they should offer

their own terms to him, as if they had been conquerors.

So he ordered proclamation to be made to them, that

they were no more to come out to him as deserters, nor
hope for any further offers of security, for he would hence-

forth spare nobody, but fight them with his whole army,
and they might save themselves as well as they could ; for

he would from henceforth treat them with all the rigour of

' I conjecture tolovtov vaiiv olov. Itaque verti. I suspect vauv to

have dropped out ductu literarum.
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war. And lie gave orders to the soldiers both, to burn and
plunder the city. And they did nothing indeed that day,

but the next day they set fire to the archives, and Acra,
and the council-house, and the place called Ophlas,^ and
the fire spread as far as the palace of queen Helena, which
was in the middle of Acra. The streets also were burnt
down, as were also the houses, which were full of the dead
bodies of those who had died of famine.

§ 4. On the same day the sons and brothers of king
Izates, together with many other prominent men of the

people, assembled together there, and besought Titus to

give them his right hand. And he, though he was very

angry at all who were now left, did not change his character,

but received these men. For the time indeed, he kept them
all in custody, but bound the king's sons and kinsmen, and
afterwards took them away with him to Rome, to be hos-

tages for their country's fidelity to the Romans.

CHAP. VII.

What afterwards befell the Seditious, when they had done a

'jreat deal of Mischief, and suffered many Misfortunes

;

as also hoiv Titus became Master of the Upper City.

. .
§ 1-

AND now the seditious rushed to the royal palace,' into

which many had put their effects, because it was so

strong, and drove the Romans away from it. They also

slew all the people that had crowded into it, who were in

number about eight thousand fotir hundred, and plundered

everything. They also took two Romans alive, one a horse-

soldier, the other a foot-soldier. They cut the throat of

the foot-soldier immediately, and dragged him through the

whole city, as if revenging themselves upon all the Romans
in this one person. But the horse-soldier said he had some-

thing to suggest to them for their safety, whereupon lie

was brought before Simon, but having nothing to say when

' To the south of the Temple.
^ Herod's palace, near the Jaffa gate.

V. I
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he was there, he was handed over to Ardalas, one of the
Jewish commanders, to be punished. And he bound his

hands behind him, and put a bandage over his eyes, and
then led him out opposite the Romans, intending to cut

off his head. But he was too quick for this, and ran away
to the Romans, while the Jewish executioner was drawing
his sword. Now as he had got away from the enemy,
Titus could not think of putting him to death, but he
deemed him unworthy of being a Roman soldier any
longer, because he had been taken alive by the enemy, so

he took away his arms, and turned him out of the legion

to which he belonged ; which, to one that had a sense of

shame, was a penalty severer than death itself.

§ 2. On the next day the Romans drove the robbers out
of the lower city, and set all on fire as far as Siloam. ' They
were indeed glad to see the city destroyed, but they missed
getting any plunder, because the seditious had carried off

everything beforehand, and had retired into the upper city.

For these last did not at all repent of the mischief they had
done, but were insolent, as if they had done well. At any
rate, when they saw the city on fire, they appeared cheerful,

and put on joyful countenances in expectation, as they
said, of death ending their miseries, for as the people were
now slain, and the temple burnt down, and the city on fire,

there was nothing further left for the enemy to do. How-
ever, even in this utmost extremity, Josephus did not grow
weary of begging them to spare what was left of the
city, but spoke largely to them about their barbarity and
impiety, and gave them much advice tending to their safety,

though he gained nothing more thereby than being laughed
at by them. And as they would not hear of surrender be-

cause of the oath they had taken, and were not strong-

enough to fight against the Romans any longer upon equal
terms, being a kind of prisoners already, yet were they so
accustomed to kill people, that they could not restrain their
right hands from doing so. So they dispersed themselves
in front of the city, and laid ambush among its ruins, to
catch those that attempted to desert to the Romans. And
many were caught by them, and all slain (for they were too

' The fountain of Siloam appears to be intended here.
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weak from want of food to flee away), and their dead bodies
were thrown to the dogs. Now every kind of death was
thought more endurable than famine, so that, though the
Jews despaired of mercy, they would yet flee to the Komans,
and would also of their own accord court death by falling

upon the murdering insurgents. Nor was there any place in

the city that had no dead bodies in it, but eyery place was
full of those that were killed, either by the famine or

the sedition.

§ 3. And now the last hope which comforted the tyrants

and the robbers who were with them, was in the under-
ground passages, into which if they once fled, they did not
expect to be tracked out, but thought that, after the whole
city should be destroyed, and the Eomans gone away, they
might come out again and escape. This was no better than
a dream of theirs, for they were not destined to lie hid
either from God or from the Romans. However, they

relied on these underground passages, and set raore places

on fire than did the Eomans themselves ; and killed without
mercy, and pillaged also, those that fled out of their burn-
ing houses into the underground passages, and if they dis-

covered food belonging to any one, they seized upon it,

and gulped it down all bloody as it was. They also now
fought with one another about the plunder ; and I cannot
but think that, had not their destruction prevented it, their

barbarity would have made them eat even dead bodies.

CHAP. YILl.

Sow Titus raised Earthworks round the Upper City, and
when they were completed, gave orders that the Battering-

rams should he brought up. He then became master of the

vjhole City.

§1.

NOW when Titus perceived that the upper city was so

precipitous that it could not possibly be taken with-

out raising earthworks, he distributed this work among his

troops on the twentieth day of the month Lous. Now the

bringing up of wood was a difficult task, since aU the trees.
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as I have already said, round the city for a hundred
furlongs had been stripped bare already to make the

former earthworks. The works raised by the four legions

were erected on the west side of the city, opposite the royal

palace, and the whole of the auxiliary troops and the

rest of the soldiers erected their earthworks towards the

Xystus, and the bridge, and that tower which Simon had
built as a citadel for himself against John, when he was
at war vrith him.^

§ 2. During these days the commanders of the Idumasans

assembled together privately, and deliberated about sur-

render to the Romans, and sent five men to Titus, and en-

treated him to give them his right hand. And Titus,

thinking that the tyrants would yield if the Idumaeans,

who played a great part in the Avar, were but ouce detached

from them, after some delay complied with them, and gave

them security for their lives, and sent the five men back.

But as these Idumseans were preparing to depart, Simon
perceived it, and immediately slew the five men that had
gone to Titus, and arrested their commanders, of whom
the most eminent was James, the son of Sosas, and put them
in prison ; but as for the rank and file of the Idumseans,

who did not at all know what to do now their commanders
were taken from them, he had them watched, and manned
the walls with a more careful garrison. Yet could not

that garrison stop desertion, for, although a great number
of them were slain, the deserters were far more numerous.
They were all received by the Romans, because Titus him-
self, owing to his clemency, grew negligent as to his former
orders, and because the soldiers themselves grew weary
of killing them, and hoped to get some money by sparing

their lives. For they left only the populace, and sold the rest

of the multitude with their wives and children, and every

one of them at a very low price, because such as were sold

were very many, and the buyers were few. And although
Titus had made proclamation beforehand that no deserter

should come alone by himself, that so they might bring

out their families also with them, yet did he receive such as

came alone also ; however, he set over them such as were to

' The auxiliaries were on the east side of the Upper City, which was
protected by a wall.
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decide if any of them deserved to be ptmislied. And the

numbei- of those that were sold was immense, but more
than forty thousand of the populace were saved alive, whom
Titus allowed to go where each of them pleased.

§ 3. During the same days one of the priests, the son of

Thebuthi, whose name was Jesus, upon his having security

given him by the oath of Titus that he should be preserved,

on condition that he would deliver up to him certain of the

holy treasures, came out, and delivered up to him from
the wall of the holy house two candlesticks, like those that

lay in the holy house, and tables and bowls and vials, all

made of solid gold and very heavy. He also delivered up to

him the veils and vestments of the high-priests with the pre-

cious stones, and many other vessels that belonged to their

sacred worship. The treasurer of the temple also, whose
name was Phineas, was arrested, and showed Titus the

cassocks and girdles of the priests, and much purple and
scarlet, which were kept there to make the veils, as also

a great deal of cinnamon and cassia, and a quantity of

other spices, which used to be mixed together and burnt
as incense to Grod every day. A great many other treasures

were also delivered up by him, and not a few sacred orna-

ments, the delivery up to Titus of which things obtained for

this man, though captured by force, the same pardon that

was given to such as deserted.

§ 4. And now the earthworks were finished, which took

eighteen days, on the seventh day of the month GrorpiKus,

and the Romans brought up their engines ; and some of the

seditious, already despairing of saving the city, retired from
the wall to Acra ; others hid themselves in the underground
passages, though many of them stood their ground and de-

fended themselves against those that brought up the

battering-rams. But the Eomans overcame them by their

numbers and strength, and what was the principal thing

of all, by going cheerfully about their work, while the

Jews were already quite dejected and worn out. Now,
as soon as part of the wall was battered down, and
some of the towers yielded to the impression of the batter-

ing-rams, those that manned the wall fled, and a much
greater terror fell upon the tyrants than the occasion

required ; for, before the enemy got over the breach they
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were numb with fear and keen for flight. And now
now one might see those men, who had hitherto been so

insolent and arrogant in their wicked practices, cast down
and trembling, so that the change excited pity even for

such vile persons. And although their idea now was to

make a rush on the Roman lines, and to try to thrust back

those that guarded them, and to break through and get

away
;
yet, when they nowhere saw those who had formerly

been faithful to them (for indeed they fled wherever neces-

sity suggested), and when some came running up who
told them that the western wall was entirely overthrown,

while others said the Romans had got in, and others

that they were near at hand and seeking for them, and
others that they saw the enemy on the towers, fear

made their eyes roll, and they fell upon their faces, and
loudly lamented their own mad conduct, and their nerves

were so terribly paralysed, that they could not even flee.

And here one may chiefly see the power of Grod in the case

of these wicked wretches, and the good fortune of the

Romans. For these tyrants now wholly deprived them-
selves of the security they had, and came down of their

own accord from those very towers, whereon they could

have never been taken by force, but could only have
succumbed to famine. Thus did the Romans, when they

had taken such great pains about weaker walls, get by
good fortune what they could never have got by their

engines : for three of these towers, which I have spoken
about before, were too strong for any siege-engines what-
ever.

§ 5. So now they left these towers, or rather were
ejected from them by Grod himself, and fled forthwith to

the ravine which was below Siloam. And they again re-

covered for a while from their panic, and rushed against

the Roman lines on that side. But as their courage was
too much depressed for them to make their attacks with
sufiicient vigour, and their strength was now broken with
fear and reverses, they were repulsed by the guards, and
dispersed from each other, and slunk down into the under-
ground passages. And the Romans, being now masters of

the walls, placed their standards upon the towers, and made
joyful acclamations for the victory they had gained, having
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found the end of this war much less arduous than its begin-
ning. For having got upon the last wall without any blood-

shed, they could hardly believe their eyes, and seeing no-
body to oppose them, stood in doubt what such an unusual
solitude could mean. However, rushing into the streets

of the city with their swords drawn, they slew those whom
they met without mercy, and set fire to the houses into

which the Jews had fled, and burnt every soul in them.
And in their frequent search for plunder, whenever they
came inside any houses to plunder them, they found in

them entire families of dead men, and the bedrooms full of

corpses of such as had died of famine. They then stood

in horror at the sight, and went out without touching any
thing. But although they pitied such as died in this

manner, they did not feel the same pity for those that were
still alive, but they ran everyone through whom they met,

and blocked up the streets with dead bodies, and made
the whole city run with blood, to such a degree indeed,

that the fire of many of the burning houses was quenched
with these men's blood. And they left off slaying at evening,

but the fire greatly prevailed in the night. And the eighth

day of the month Gorpiseus, when it dawned, found all Jeru-

salem burning, a city that had suffered such fearful horrors

during the siege, that if it had enjoyed as much happiness

from its first foundation, it would justly have been the

envy of the world. Nor did it on any other account so

much deserve these sore misfortunes, as for its producing
such a generation of men as caused its overthrow.
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CHAP. IX.

The Instructions Titus gave when he entered the City. The
number of the Captives, and of those that perished in the

Siege ; as also concerning those who escaped into the Under-

ground Passages, among whom were the tyrants Simon
and John themselves.

NOW when Titus entered the city, he admired not only

the other places of strength in it, but particularly

those towers ^ which the tyrants in their madness had relin-

quished. For when he saw their solid height, and the

size of each stone, and the excellence of their masonry, as

also their great breadth and extent, he said, " We have
certainly had God for our helper in this war, and it was
no other than Grod who ejected the Jews out of these forti-

fications, for what could engines or the hands of men do
towards overthrowing these towers ? " At this time he

held many such discourses to his friends ; and also let such

go free as had been put in bonds by the tyrants and left in

the prisons. Moreover, when he entirely demolished the

rest of the city, and rased its walls to the ground, he left

these towers as a monument of his good fortune, which had
fought on his side and enabled him to take what he could

not otherwise have taken.

§ 2. And now, as his soldiers were already quite tired

of their butchery, and yet there appeared to lie a vast

multitude still sur\'iving, Titus gave orders that they

should kill none but those that were in arins and opposed

them, but should take the rest alive. However, they slew the

aged and infirm as well as those whom they had orders to

slay, but as for those that were in the flower of their age,

and might be useful to them, they drove them all into

the temple, and shut them up within the walls of the court

of the women ; and Titus set as guard over them one of

his freedmen, and also Fronto, one of his own friends,

^ The towers Hippiciis, Phasaelus, and Mariamne, near tl.e Jaffa

ffate.
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wliiek last was to determine every one's fate according to

his deserts. And Fronto slew all those that had been sedi-

tious and robbers, who were informed against by one an-
other, but chose out the tallest and most beautiful of the
young men, and reserved them for Titus' triumph. As
for the rest of the multitude that were more than seven-
teen years old, he put them into bonds, and sent them to

the Egyptian mines. Titus also distributed very many
among the provinces, that they might be destroyed in the
theatres by the sword or by wild beasts.^ But those that
were under seventeen years of age were sold as slaves.

Now during the days in which Fronto was adjudicating
about these men, eleven thousand perished for want of

food, some of whom did not get any food owing to the
hatred their guards bore to them, and others would not take
it when it was offered them. And corn also ran rather
short in proportion to their numbers.

§ 3. Now the number of all those that were captured
diu-ing the whole war was conjectured to be ninety-seven
thousand, and the number of those who perished during
the whole siege was eleven hundred thousand. Of these

most were Jews, but not inhabitants of Jerusalem. For
they had come up from all parts of the country to the
feast of Unleavened Bread, and suddenly found themselves
meshed in with the war, which density of population first

produced a pestilence, and very soon afterwards a famine.

And that this city could contain so many people in it, is

manifest by the numeration taken under Cestius, who being-

desirous to inform Nero, who despised our nation, of the

number of those in their prime in the city, asked the high
priests, if the thing were possible, to number the whole
multitude. And they, upon the comiug of that feast which
is called the Passover, when they slay their sacrifices from
the ninth hour till the eleventh, and a company of not less

than ten men belongs to every sacrifice (for it is not lawful

to feast alone, and many form a company of even twenty),

counted the number of sacrifices to be two hundred and
fifty-six thousand five hundred. Now this, upon the allow-

ance of ten feasting together, amounts to two milHon five

^ That is, either as sladiators, or as bestiarii.
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hundred and sixty-five thousand persons that were all pure

and holy ; for as to those who had the leprosy or gonor-

rhoea, or women that had their monthly courses, or such

as were otherwise defiled, it was not lawful for them to

be partakers of this sacrifice, nor indeed for any foreigners

either, who came to Jerusalem for worship.

§ 4. Now this vast multitude was indeed collected from
various places, but the entire nation was now shut up by
fate as in prison, and the Eoman army invested the city

when it was crowded with men. Accordingly the number
of those that perished therein exceeded all the destructions

that either men or God ever brought upon the world. For,

in the case of those who openly appeared, the Romans
slew some of them, and some they carried captive ; but

others they had to search for underground, when they

broke up the ground and slew all they met with. There

were also found there more than two thousand dead persons,

who had perished partly by their own hands, and partly by

one another's hands, but chiefly by the famine. And the

stench of the dead bodies was so offensive to those that lit

upon them, that many were obliged to go away imme-
diately, while others were so greedy of gain, that they

would go in and tread upon the dead bodies that lay on
heaps. For a great deal of treasure was found in these

caverns, and the hope of gain made every way of getting it

esteemed lawful. Many also were now brought out who
had been put in prison by the tyrants ; for they had not

left off their barbarous cruelty even in their utmost need.

But G-od avenged himself upon them both as they de-

served ; for John and his brothers wanted food in these

caverns, and begged that the Romans would now extend to

him that right hand which he had often proudly rejected

before : and as for Simon, he struggled hard with the dis-

tress he was in, till he was forced to surrender, as I shall

subsequently relate. He indeed was reserved for Titus'

triumph, to be then slain, and John was condemned to per-

petual imprisonment. And now the Romans set fire to

the extreme parts of the city, and rased the walls to the

around.
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CHAP. X.

How whereas the City of Jerusalem had heen taken five times

before, this ivas the second time of its utter Destruction.

§1-

THUS was Jerusalem taken in the second year of the
reign of Vespasian, on the eighth day of the month

Grorpiseus. It had been taken five times before, though
this was the second time of its utter destruction. For
Shishak, the king of Egypt, and after him Antiochus, and
after him Pompey, and after them Sossius and Herod, all

took the city, but still preserved it ; but before them the
king of Babylon conquered it, and utterly destroyed it,

one thousand four hundred and sixty-eight years and six

months after it was biiilt. Now he who first built it was a
ruler of the Canaanites, and is in our tongue called The
Righteous King,' for such he really was ; on which account
he was the first priest of God, and first built a temple,
and called the city Jerusalem, which was formerly called

Solyma.^ However, David, the king of the Jews, ejected

the Canaanites, and settled his own people there. It was
utterly destroyed by the Babylonians, four hundred and
seventy-seven years and six mouths after David. And
from King David, who was first of the Jews who reigned
there, to this utter destruction under Titus, were one
thousand one hundred and seventy-nine years. And from
its first building till this last destruction two thousand one
hundred and seventy-seven years elapsed. So neither its

great antiquity, nor its vast riches, nor the spread of our
nation all over the world, nor the greatness of the venera-

tion paid to it on religious accounts, were sufficient to

preserve it from being destroyed. Thus ended the siege of

Jerusalem.

' Jlelchizedek. ^ Or Salem.
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BOOK YII.

CONTAINING THE INTEETAL OF ABOUT THKEE TEARS.—
FROM THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BT TITUS, TO THE
SEDITION OF THE JETVS AT CTRENE.

CHAP. I.

Sow the entire City of Jerusalem was demolished, except

three Towers ; and hoiv Titus commended his soldiers in a

Speech made to them, and distributed rewards to them, and
then discharged many of them.

§1-

NOW as soon as the army had no more peoi^le either to

slay or plunder, because there remained none to be the

objects of their fury (for they would not have spared any,

had there remained any more such work to be done), Titus

gave orders that they should now demolish the entire city

and temple, but should leave as many of the towers stand-

ing as were of the greatest eminence, namely, Phasaelus,'

and Hippicus, and Mariamne, and so much of the wall as

enclosed the city on the west. The wall was spared that

it might serve as a camp for those who were to be left in

garrison there, and the towers were spared to show to pos-

terity what kind of city it was, and how well fortified, which
the Eoman valour had subdued. But as for all the rest of

the compass of the city, it was so thoroughly levelled by
those that rased it to the ground, that there was nothing

left to make those that came there believe it had ever been
inhabited. Such was the end that Jerusalem came to,

owing to the madness of those that were for imiovations, a

city of great magnificence, and of mighty fame among all

mankind.

§ 2. Now Titus resolved to leave as a garrison there the

tenth legion, and some trooj^s of horse and comisanies of

' ' David's Tower,' near the Jaffa gate.



CHAP. I.] THE JEWISH WAE. 125'

foot. And having entirely completed the war, he was de-
sirous to commend his whole army on account of the great
exploits they had performed, and to bestow proper re-

wards on such as had distinguished themselves. He had
therefore a great tribunal made for him in the midst of

the place where he had formerly encamped, and stood upon
it with his principal commanders about him within hearing
of everybody, and told the whole army that he was very
much obliged to them for the good-will which they had
continually showed to him. He commended them for the
ready obedience they had exhibited in the whole war, which
obedience had appeared in the many and great dangers
which they had courageously undergone, for they had
not only thereby augmented themselves their country's

power, but had also made it evident to aU men, that-

neither the number of their enemies, nor the strength of

their fortresses, nor the size of their cities, nor the rash
boldness and brutish savageness of their antagonists,

were sufficient at any time to cope with Roman valour,

although some of their enemies might have fortune in

many respects on their side. He said also that they had
put a noble end to this war which had lasted so long.

Xor had they wished for anything better when they entered

into it. He said also that it was more excellent still, and
more for their glory, that all people willingly accepted as

governors and administrators of the Eoman empire those

whom they had chosen for them, and had sent into their

countries for that purpose, and still continued under the

administration of those whom they had selected, and were
thankful to them for selecting them. He also said that

he admired and loved them all, because he knew that

every one of them had exhibited zeal to the utmost extent

of their ability. However, he said he would immediately

bestow rewards and honours on those who had fought the

most bravely, and adorned their lives by their glorious deeds,

and had made his army more famous by their success, for

no one who had been willing to take more pains than an-

other should fail to receive a just return. For he attached

great importance to this matter, since he would much
rather reward the virtues of his fellow-soldiers than punish

such as had offended.
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: 3. lliereapoa Titns otdereA those whose Ir-ufin.-:^; it

~^s to r-^i otit fbe list <tf all that had pezfomied aieat
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jcneed in ihens. as a man would hare lejineed ia hi^ own
expkHts. andpot €»their heads erownsic^ g<dd.and gi(4d@i

orttaimems ahoat tli£3r nec-ks, and aaTe tl^n l':aL^ «pears
:-: Z'jl-i- at-i -^aniirij that were nmde :-: atrer, ami gare
ereiy <aie >! them ^omotkm. Mocesrer, he ^enttbdlr
dJslribuied among them, out of the ^«r1 an-i other bootr
iher Imd T&kin, ^rer and g<^ and garments. And whoi
xiaiT ia/ii&i all tiirse ii-T&jTirs \'^:SViW'A on them. aietx/i^BS
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all S'vrrs :-f hap[ane^ t':r the wbeie armr. he «ame down
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when he oa^i uased tiKe dajs wiih the ^incipal eom-
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^btees where tbej would be each best q-^aner-ri r-iz per-
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jjJaae called Militias.* near *b» E-aiiiaw-i. iim the eon&us
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of the i?^ms. the Sfth »id tLe fifteenth. sLo-Jd a—-^^ i
upon him. till se skonii go to Egypt, He then went -io-sTi
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up the bidk of Ms ^oils.and g^iT^ oidos tLit the 'japiiTi-w

should be k-rT-t tL-er^ ; for tk-e -afnyer irasc-r }£i.-iTr-e-i

~^-' "^ -' tor X't5i^~

' 'Stym B.Lfzjj^:..i~^. b; ^jrii. jc n'-Tii "ioi taf Iciin:-:,- J.E»iA War.
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CHAP. II.

How Titus i.vliihilcd (ill sorts of Shoirs at Ccesarea- Phi'.ipj'i-

Also how Simon the Tyrant iras token, and reserved for
Titus' Triiiitipli.

§!•

NOW at the timo when Titus Ctesar was busy in the siege

of Jenisalt'iu, Vespanian went on board a merchant
shii>, and sailed from Alexandria to Rhodes." From thence

he sailed away in ships with three rows of oars, and was
jo^'fvilly rei'eivi'd at all the cities that he touched at that

lay on his road, and so passed over from Ionia into Greece ;

whence he set sail from Corcyra" to the lapygian promon-
tory,^whence he took his journeyby land. BiitTitus marched
from Orosarea by the sea-side, and aiTived at what is called

CiBsarea Philippi,' and stayed there a considerable time, and
exhibited all sorts of shows there. And here a great num-
ber of the captives were destroyed, some being thrown to

wild beasts,' and others in companies forced to fight with
iHie another.'' And here Titus \\'as informed of the capture,

in the following manner, of Simon, the son of Gioras. This
Simon, during the siege of Jerusalem, avxis in the upper
city, but when the Roman army had got within the wtills,

and was i-avaging all the city, he then took the most
faithful of his friends with him, and among them some
that were stone-cutters, with the iron tools which be-

longed to their occupation, and as many provisions as

wo\dd last for many days, aoid let himself and all of them
doA\ai into a certain subterraneous cavern that was not

visible above ground. Now they went onward along it as

far as it had Invn dug of old, and where they met with

solid eai-th, they dug a mine under ground, in the hope
that they should be able to proceed so far as to emei-ge

from under ground in a safe place, and so escape. But

' Jewish Wnv, i. 14, § 3. " Corfu.
' Capo Santa Murin di Leuca, at south-east point of Italy.
* BiHiith. Jewish Wiu', i. 21. § 3.

' Called bestiarii.

" As gladiatois. a common show among the Romans.
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when they came to make the experiment, they were disap-

pointed of their hope ; for the miners could make but
small progress, and that only with difficulty, and their pro-

visions, although they distributed them by measure, began
to fail. And now Simon, thinking he might be able to elude
the Romans by frightening them, put on white raiment, and
buttoned over it a purple cloak, and appeared out of the
ground in the place where the temple had formerly been/
At first indeed those that saw him were greatly terrified,

and stood still where they were, but afterwards they came
nearer to him, and asked him who he was. Now Simon
would not tell them this, but bade them call for their

general. And when they quickly ran to fetch him, Teren-
tius Eufus, who was left in command of the army, learned
of Simon the whole truth, and kept him in bonds, and let

Titus know that he was taken. Thus did G-od bring
Simon to justice at the hands of those who wei-e his worst
enemies, for the bitter and savage tyranny he had exercised

against his fellow-citizens, not getting into their power by
violence, but having voluntarily delivered himself up to be
punished, because he had falsely accused many Jews of
intending to go over to the Romans, and had in conse-
c^uence barbarously slain them. For wicked actions do not
escape the divine anger, nor is justice weak, but at last

overtakes those who transgress its laws, and inflicts punish-
ment so much the more severe upon the wicked, because
they expect to escape it because of their not being
Ijunished immediately. Simon recognized this when he
fell under the wrath of the Romans. And his coming up
out of the ground caused the discovery of a great number
of others of the seditious also who had hidden themselves
under ground in those days. As for Simon, he was brought
in bonds to Titus, when he had returned to Caesarea by
the sea- side ; and he gave orders that he shoiild be re-

served for the triumph which he intended to celebrate at

Rome.

' The passage by which Simon reached the Temple area was pro-
bably that discovered by Sir Charles Warren, beneath David Sti-eef.
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CHAP. III.

How Titles, upon the Celebration of His Brother's and
Father's Birth-days, had many of the Jews slain. Also

concerning the Banger the Jews were in at Antioch, because

of the Transgression and Im/piety of one Antiochus a Jew.

§.!•

WHILE Titus was staying at Caesarea, he kept the

birth-day of his brother ' in. a splendid manner, and
inflicted condign punishment on many of the Jews in his

honour. For the number of those who were now slain in

fighting with beasts, or were burnt alive, or killed in

fighting with one another,^ exceeded two thousand five

hundred. Tet all this seemed to the Eomans, though they
were thus destroyed in ten thousand various ways, to be a

punishment beneath their deserts. After this Titus went
to Berytus^ (which is a city in Phcenice, and a Roman
colony), and stayed there somewhat longer, and exhibited

on his father's birth-day shows more splendid still, both
from the magnificence of the spectacles, and the vast ex-

pense of the various devices. And the mass of the captives

perished then in the same manner as on Domitian's birth-

day.

§ 2. It happened also about this time, that the Jews
who remained at Antioch' were under accusations, and in

danger of destruction, as the city of Antioch was excited

against them, both because of the slanders spread abroad
at this time against them, and because of what had
happened there not long before ; which I am obliged to

describe briefly, that I may make my account of what
passed after this easier to understand.

§ 3. As the Jewish nation is widely dispersed over all

the world among its various inhabitants, so is it peculiarly

prevalent in Syria because of its proximity, and it was espe-

^ Domitian.
" See note on oh. ii. See also book vi. ch. is.. § 1.

^ Beirut.
* Antioch, on the Orontes, in Syria.



130 THE -WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHTJS. [bOOK VII.

cially numerous in Antioch, because of the size of that

city, and because the kings after Antiochus had granted

them secure habitation there. For though Antiochus, who
was called Epiphanes, devastated Jerusalem and spoiled

the temple, yet those who succeeded him in the kingdom
restored all the votive offerings that were made of brass

to the Jews of Antioch, and placed them in their syna-

gogue, and granted them the enjoyment of equal privileges

with the Greeks as citizens. And as the succeeding kings

treated them in the same manner, they greatly multiplied,

and gloriously adorned their temple with fine ornaments

and very costly votive offerings, and also made proselytes of

a great many of the Greeks continually, and so in a sort

made them part of themselves. But about the time when
the Jewish war began, and Vespasian had recently sailed

to Syria, and the hatred against the Jews was at its acme
among all men, a certain jierson, whose name was Antiochus

,

who was one of the Jewish nation, and greatly respected

on account of his father (who was governor of the Jews at

Antioch),' entered the theatre when the people of Antioch

were assembled together, and came forward as an informer

against his father, and accused both him and the other

Jews of intending to burn the whole city in one night ; he

also handed over to them some foreign Jews as privy to

the design. When the people heard this, they could not

restrain their anger, but commanded that those who were

handed over to them should have fire brought to bum them,

and accordingly they were all burnt in the theatre imme-
diately. They also rushed violently upon the Je-wish popu-

lation, supposingthat bypunishing them quickly they would
save their own city. As for Antiochus, he increased the

rage they were in, and thought to give them a proof of his

own conversion, and of his hatred of the Jewish customs, by
sacrificing after the manner of the Greeks ; he urged them
also to compel the rest of the Jews to do the same, because

they would by that means discover who they were that had

' The Jews at Antioch and Alexandria, the two principal cities in all

the East, had allowed them, both by the Macedonians, and afterwards

by the Romans, a. governor of their own, who was exempt from the

jurisdiction of the other civil governors. He was called sometimes
governor, sometimes ethnarch, and [at Alexandria] Alabarch.—W.
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plotted against them, since they would refuse to do so

;

and when the people of Antioch tried the experiment,
some few complied, and those that would not were slain.

As for Antiochus himself, he obtained soldiers from the
Roman governor, and became a severe despot over his own
citizens, not permitting them to rest on the seventh day,
but forcing them to do all that they usually did on other
days ; and so strict did he make that necessity, that the
rest of the seventh day was annulled not only at Antioch,
but, the habit beginning there, in other cities also in like

manner for a short time.

§ 4. Now, after these misfortunes had happened to the
Jews at Antioch, a second calamity befell them, the des-

cription of which I was about to give when I made the late

digression. For when it happened that the square market-
place was burnt down, and the archives, and the place

where the public records were preserved, and the town-
hall (and it was not without difficulty that a stop was then
put to the fire, which was likely, from the violent way in

which it spread, to have consumed the whole city), Antiochus
accused the Jews of doing this, and induced the people of

Antioch (who were now very soon persuaded, because of the

alarm they were in, that this calumny was true, and would
have been under the same persuasion, even though they had
not had ill-will to the Jews before), to believe his accusation,

especially when they considered what had happened before,

so that, as if they had all but seen the Jews bringing fire

against them, they aU fell violently upon those that were
accused, like madmen in a very furious rage. Nor was it

without difficulty that one Cnseus Collega, the imperial lieu-

tenant, could i^revail upon them to permit the matter to be

laid before the emperor. For as to Csesennius Psetus, the

president of Syria, Vespasian had already despatched him,

but he had not yet arrived. Now when Collega had made
a careful inquiry into the matter, he found out the truth,

that ' not one of those Jews that were accused by Antiochus
had any hand in it, but that it was all done by some vile

wretches greatly in debt, who supposed that, if the}' could

once set fire to the market-place, and burn the public

' I read wj for /oai. See my note on Antiq. xvii. 9, § 4.
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records, tliey would have no further demands made upon
them. So the Jews were in great alarm and terror, in

the uncertain expectation of what would be the upshot of

these accusations against them.

CHAP. IV.

How Vespasian was received at Rome, as also hotv the

Germans revolted from the Romans, but were siihdued.

Also how the Sarmatians overran Mcesia, hid ivere com-
pelled to return to their otvn country again.

AND now Titus Caesar, upon the news that was brought
him concerning his father, that his arrival was very

welcome to all the Italian cities, and that Rome especially

received him with great loyalty and pomp, betook himself

to much joy and pleasure of mind, being now freed from
the anxiety he had been in about him in the most agreeable

manner. For all men that were in Italy showed the respect

they had in their minds to Vespasian while he was still a

long way off, as if he were already come, considering the
very expectation they had of him to be his real presence,

because of the great desire they had to see him, and because
the good-will they bore him was entirely spontaneous and
natural. For to the senate, who well remembered the cala-

mities they had undergone in the late changes of their

emperors, it was a desirable thing to receive one who was
adorned with the gravity of age, and with the greatest

fame as a military commander, whose advancement would
be, they knew, for nothing else but the safety of those

that were under his rule. And the people had been so

harassed by civil dissensions, that they were still more
earnest for his coming, supposing they would then be cer-

tainly delivered from their calamities, and believing they
should recover security and prosperity. As for the sol-

diers, they looked to him especially, for they knew best his

great exploits in war ; and since they had experienced want
of skill and want of courage in other emperors, they were
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desirous to be freed from the great shame such had brought,

and longed to receive the only emperor who could be a secu-

rity and credit to them. And as this good-will to Vespasian
was universal, those men that were eminent for rank had not

patience enough to wait for him at Kome, but made haste to

meet him at a very great distance from it. And, indeed,

none of the rest could endure delay in seeing him, but all

poured out of the city en masse, and it seemed to all easier

and more convenient to go out than to stay there, so that

this was the very first time that Rome gladly perceived it-

self almost empty of its citizens ; for those that remained in

it were fewer than those that went out. And as soon as news
came that he was apj)roaching, and those that had gone on
to meet him related with what good humour he received

every one that came to him, the whole population that had
remained in the city, with their wives and children, lined

the road to see him pass, and those whom he passed by all

made all sorts of acclamations because of the joy they felt

at seeing him, and the graciousness of his countenance, and
hailed him as their benefactor and saviour, and the only

person who was worthy to be emperor of Eome. And the

whole city was like a temple, full of garlands and sweet

odours. Nor was it easy for him to reach the imperial

palace for the crowd of people that stood about him, but at

last he performed his sacrifices of thanksgiving to his

household gods for his safe return to the city. The mul-

titudes then betook themselves to feasting, and celebrated

their feasts by their tribes and families and neighbourhoods,
and i^rayed G-od not without libations to grant that Vespa-

sian, and his sons, and all their posterity, might continue

ill the Eoman empire for a very long time, without their

position being contested. So joyfully did the city of Rome
receive Vespasian, and advanced immediately into a state

of great prosperity.

§ 2. But before this time, while Vespasian was still at

Alexandria, and Titus was employed in the siege of Jeru-

salem, a large body of the Germans rose in rebellion,

and as the Gauls in the neighbourhood joined with them,

they conspired together, and had great hopes of success,

and that they should free themselves from the dominion

of the Eomans. The motives that induced the G-ermans
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to engage in this revolt, and to begin war, were first tlie

nature of the people, which was destitute of just reasoning,

and ready to venture into danger with small hope of advan-

tage, and next the hatred they bore to their masters, as their

nation had never known compulsory subjection to any but

the Eomans. But it was the opportunity that now offered

itself that most encouraged them. For as they saw the

Eoman empire in great internal disorder from the continual

changes of its emperors, and heard that every part of the

world under the Eomans was in an unsettled and tottering

condition, they thought this was the best opportunity that

could offer itself for them to rise against the Romans when
their affairs were at so bad a pass. Classicus also and
Vitellius, two of their commanders, were the instigators of

this rising, and puffed them up with these hopes. These

two men had for a long time plainly been desirous of such

a revolution, and were encouraged by the present oppor-

tunity to venture upon declaring their sentiments : and as

the nation was well affected to the idea they intended to

make the attempt. Now when a great part of the G-ermans
had already agreed to rebel, and the rest were no better

disposed, Vespasian, as if guided by divine providence,

sent letters to Petilius Cerealis, who had formerly had the

command of Germany, giving him the rank of consul,

and commanding him to depart to the government of

Britain. So he set out where he was ordered to go, and
when he heard en route of the revolt of the G-ermans, he
put his army in battle-array, and fell upon them as soon

as they were concentrated, and slew a great number of

them in the fight, and forced them to leave off their mad-
ness and grow wiser. But had he not come thus quickly

to the spot, it would not have been long before they would
have been brought to punishment. For as soon as ever

the news of their revolt reached Eome, and Csesar Domitian
heard of it, he made no delay in spite of his age, for he was
very young, but undertook this weighty affair, for he in-

herited the courage of his father, and was better trained in

the art of war than his youth would have led one to infer,

so he marched against the barbarians immediately. And
their hearts failed them at the very rumoiir of his approach,

and thev submitted to him from fear, and thought it a gain
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to be brought under their old yoke again without suffering
any further calamities. And when Domitian had put all

the affairs of G-aul into such good order, that they would not
be easily thrown into disorder any more, he returned to
Rome with honour and glory, having performed such ex-

ploits as were above his own age, and would have thrown
lustre even on his father.

§ 3. At the very same time as the forementioned revolt of

the Germans, did the bold attempt of the Scythians against
the Romans take place. These Scythians, who are called

Sarniatians, and are a very numerous people, crossed the
Ister into Mcesia ' without being observed, and then with
much violence, being formidable by their entirely unex-
pected assault, slew a great many of the Romans that

guarded the frontiers, and when the consular legate

Fonteius Agrippa came to meet them, and fought coura-

geously against them, he was slain by them. They then
overran all the region that had been under him, ravaging
and devastating everything that fell in their way. But
when Vespasian was informed of what had happened, and
how Moesia was laid waste, he despatched Rubrius G-allus

to punish these Sarmatians, and he slew many of them in

the battles he fought against them, and the remnant that

escaped fled with fear to their own country. And when
the general had put an end to the war, he provided for the
future security of the country also ; for he placed more and
larger garrisons in the place, till he made it altogether im-
possible for the barbarians to cross over the river any more.

Thus this war in Moesia had a quick conclusion.

' A Koman province in Europe, corresponding nearly svith Serviaaiid
Bulgaria.
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CHAP. V.

Concerning the Sabbatic River, which Titus saw as he was
journeying through Syria; and how the People of Antioch

came with a Petition to Titiis against the Jews, but were

rejected by him : also concerning Titus' and Vespasian's

Triumph.

§1-

NOW Titus Csesar tarried some time at Berytus/ as I

said before, and then removed thence and gave mag-
nificent shows in all the cities of Syria through which
he went, and exhibited the captive Jews as proof of the

destruction of that nation. He saw on his march a river

"

of such a nature as deserves to be recorded in history. It

runs between Arcsea,^ which is part of Agrippa's kingdom,
and Eaphansea,' and has something very wonderful and
peculiar in it. For when it runs, its current is strong, and
has plenty of water ; after which its springs fail for sis

days together, and leave its channel dry, as any one may
see. After this it runs on the seventh day as it did before,

and as though it had undergone no change at all, and it has
been observed to keep this order perpetually and exactly

:

whence they call it the Sabbatic River,^ so naming it from
the sacred sabbath of the Jews.

§ 2. Now when the people of Antioch were informed
that Titus was approaching, they could not keep within
their walls for joy, but hastened away to meet him, and
went as far as thirty furlongs and more with that intention,

and not men only, but a multitude of women also and

^ Beirut.
^ The stream running from the intermittent spring Fauwdr ed-Dcii;

in the Lebanon.
^ 'Arka. ' Jewish War, vii. 1, § 3.

' Snice in these later ages, this Sabbatic river, once so famous,
which, by Josephus' account here, ran every seventh day, and rested on
six, but according to Pliny, Nat. Hist. xrsi. 1 1, ran perpetually on six

days, and rested every seventh (though it no way appears by either of
their accounts that the seventh day of this river was the Jewisli seventh
day, or Sabbath), is quite vanished, I shall add no more about it ; only
see Dr. Hudson's note.—W.
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children, poured out of the city. And when they saw him
coining up to them, they lined both sides of the road, and
sti-etched out their right hands, saluting him, and making
all sorts of acclamations to him, and turned back with him.

They also besought him all the time, among all the acclama-

tions they made to him, to eject the Jews from their city.

But Titus did not give any assent to this petition, but

merely listened to it in silence. However, the Jews were in

a great and terrible fright from the uncertainty they were

in as to what his opinion was, and how he intended to act

in regard to them. For Titus did not stay at Antioch,

but continued his journey immediately to Zeugma,' which

lies on the Euphrates, where messengers came to him
from Vologesus, king of Parthia, and brought him a

cro^vn of gold for the victory he had gained over the Jews

;

which he accepted, and feasted the king's messengers, and
then returned to Antioch. And when the senate and

people of Antioch requested him frequently to come into

their theatre, where the whole multitude were assembled

and expected him, he graciously complied with their re-

quest. But when they pressed him again with much earnest-

ness, and contiaually begged of him, to eject the Jews

from their city, he gave them the following very pertinent

answer :
" How can this be done, since that country of theirs,

where the Jews would then be obliged to retire to, is de-

stroyed, and no other place will now receive them ? " There-

upon the people of Antioch, having failed in their first

request, made him a second; for they begged that he would

order those tablets of brass, on which the Jews' privileges

were engraven, to be removed. However, Titus would not

grant that either, but permitted the Jews of Antioch to

continue to enjoy the very same privileges in that city

which they had before, and then departed for Egypt. And
as he came to Jerusalem on his route, and compared the

melancholy desolation he saw it now in with the ancient

glory of the city, and considered the greatness of its pre-

sent ruins as well as its ancient splendour, he pitied the

destruction of the city, so far was he from boasting that he

had taken by storm so great and goodly a city ; nay, he

' On the Euphrates, opposite Birejik, the ancient Apamea.
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frequently cursed those tliat had been the authors of the

revolt, and had brought such a punishment upon the city,

so that it plainly appeared, that he did not desire that

his renown should be founded on such a calamity as this

punishment of theirs. Now there was still found among
its ruins no small quantity of the riches that had been in

the city, for though the Romans had dug up a great deal,

yet more was discovered by the information of those who
were captives. And so the Eomans carried off gold and
silver, and the rest of the most precious things which the

Jews had, which their owners had treasured np under
ground against the uncertain fortunes of war.

§ 3. And Titus went on with his intended journey to

Egypt, and travelled over the desert very quickly, and ar-

rived at Alexandria, and resolved to sail for Italy. And as he
had been accompanied by two legions, he sent each of them
again to the places where they had come from, the fifth to

Moesia,' and the fifteenth to Pannonia.^ As for the leaders

of the captives, Simon and John, and the other seven hun-
dred men, whom he had selected out of the rest as being
eminently tall and handsome in body, he gave orders that

they should forthwith be transported to Italy, intending
to exhibit them in his triumph. And after a prosperous
voyage, the people of Eome received and met him just as

they had his father. But what was the most splendid
welcome to Titus was his father's meeting him, and re-

ceiving him. And the crowd of citizens felt the greatest joy
when they saw all three jsrinces together,^ as they did at

this time. Nor had many days elapsed, when they deter-

mined to have but one triumph, that should be common
to both Vespasian and Titus, on account of the glorious
exploits they had performed, although the senate had
decreed each of them a separate triumph. And when
notice had been given beforehand of the day appointed
for the splendid triumphal procession on account of their

victories, not one of the immense multitude was left in
the city ; but every body went out and occupied every place
where they might but stand, and left only such room as

' .Jewish War, vii. 4, g 3.

^ Jewish War. iv. 10.
'^ 6.

^ Vespasian and liis two sens, Tinis and Domitian. W.
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was necessary for those who were to be the observed of all

observers in the triumphal procession.

§ 4. Now, while it was stUl night, all the soldiers marched
out in companies, and in their several ranks, under their

several commanders, and stationed themselves near the

doors, not of the upper palace, but near the temple of

Isis ; for it was there that the emperors had rested that

night. And as soon as ever it was day, Vespasian and
Titus came out crowned with laurel, and clothed in the

purple robes customary to emperors, and then went as far

as Octavia's Walks ; for there the senate, and the princi-

pal magistrates, and those that belonged to the equestrian

order, waited for their arrival. Now a tribunal had been
erected before the porticoes, and ivory chairs had been
set upon it, and they came and sat down upon them,
whereupon the soldiers made acclamations of joy imme-
diately, and all gave them many attestations of valour.

And they were without their arms, and only clad in silken

garments, and crowned with laurel. And Vespasian gra-

ciously accepted these acclamations of theirs, but as they

were still disposed to go on with such acclamations, he
made them a sign to be silent. And when silence reigned

in the entire assembly, he stood up, and covering most of

his head in his cloak, put up the accustom.ed prayers ; and
Titus did the same. And after these prayers Vespasian
made a short speech to all the people, and then sent the

soldiers away to the usual dinner prepared for them by the

emperors ; and retired himself to the gate which was called

the gate of Triumph, because triumphal processions always

passed through it. They there tasted some food, and when
they had put on their triumphal garments, and had offered

sacrifices to the gods whose statues were at the gate, they

went on with the triumph, and marched through the

theatres, that they might the more easily be seen by the

multitudes.

§ 5. It is impossible to describe adequately the multi-

tude of the shows, and the magnificence of them in

all things such as man could devise, either by the labour

of workmen, or the variety of riches, or the rarities of

nature. For almost all such curiosities, both admirable

and costly, as the most fortimate men ever got by piece-
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meal, were here heaped, one upon another, and all brought

together on that day, showing the vastness of the empire of

the Romans. For there was here to be seen a mighty
quantity of articles of all kinds in silver and gold and ivory,

not as if carried in the triumphal procession only, but, as a

man might say, like a running stream. Some hangings of

the rarest purple were carried along, and others accurately

represented to the life what was embroidered by the art of

the Babylonians. There were also precious stones that

were transparent, some set in crowns of gold, and others of

other workmanship, and such a vast number of these were

brought, that we could not but see how erroneous our idea

was that any of them were rare. Images of the gods were

also carried, as wonderful for their size as artistic and
finished in their workmanship ; nor were any of these

images made of any other than very costly material. And
many species of animals were exhibited, all with their own
natural ornaments. Tlie numerous men also who intro-

duced each of these shows were adorned with purple and
gilt garments, and those who were chosen to conduct the

triumphal procession were dressed in a very striking and
costly way. Moreover, one could see that even the crowd
of captives was not unadorned, while the variety and beauty

of their garments concealed from sight any deformity of

their bodies arising from their hardships. But what afforded

the greatest admiration of all, was the structure of the

pageants that were borne along ; for indeed he that met
them could not but be afraid that the bearers would not be

able adequately to support them, such was their size. Tor
many of them were three or even four stories high, and
the magnificence of their structure excited both pleasure

and astonishment ; for upon many of them was laid cloth

of gold, and wrought gold and ivory were attached to all of

them. And various episodes in the war by many represen-

tations conveyed a very clear picture of what war was like.

Tor there might be seen a fertile country laid waste, and
entire armies of enemies slain, and some running away,

and others being carried into captivity, and walls of great

thickness knocked down by battering-rams, and strong

fortifications taken, and the walls of populous cities upon
the tops of hills scaled, and an army pouring in over the
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walls, and every place full of slaughter, and tlie supplica-

tions of those who could no longer lift up their hands in

opposition, and fire put to temples, and houses overthrown
and falling upon their owners, and rivers, after passing
through a large and melancholy desert, flowing not into a
land cultivated, or furnishing drink for men or cattle, but
through a land still on fire on every side. For the Jews
had given themselves to war to undergo such things.

Now the artistic magnificence of these representations was
so good, that it exhibited what had taken place to those
who were ignorant of the facts, as if they had been really

present there. On the top of every one of these pageants
was placed the commander of the city that had been
taken, just as he was captured. Many ships also followed.

Other spoils were also carried in the procession in great

plenty, but those that were taken in the temple of Jeru-

salem made the greatest figure of them all, namely, a
golden table which weighed many talents, and a candle-

stick likewise made of gold, though its construction was
somewhat different from that in use among us. For its

middle branch was fixed upon a pedestal, and small

branches came out of it, like a trident in appearance, and
each having a lamp of brass on its top. There were seven

of these lamps, which represented the honour paid to the

number seven by the Jews. And last of all the spoils,

was carried the law of the Jews. After these spoils passed

many men, carrying images of victory, all made of ivory and
gold. Behind these rode Vespasian first, and Titus followed

him ; Domitian also rode with them, himself also splen-

didly dressed and mounted on a handsome horse.

§ 6. The end of the procession was at the temple of

Jupiter Capitolinus, and when they reached it they halted
;

for it was the ancient custom to stay there till somebody
brought the news, that the general of the enemy was slain.

This general was Simon, the son of Grioras, who had now
been led in triumph among the captives ; a rope had also

been thrown round him, and he had been dragged into a

place over the forum, where the law of the Eomans required

that malefactors condemned to death should be slain, and
he had also been scourged by those that dragged him
along. And when it was reported that there was an end
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of him, and all the people had shouted for joy, they then

began to offer the sacrifices •which tliey consecrated bv the

accustomed prayers, and then went away to the palace.

And the emperors entertained some at their own feast, and
for all the rest there were noble preparations made for their

feasting at home. For the city of the Eomans celebrated

this day as a festival for the victory obtained by their army
over their enemies, and for the end of their o-svn intestine

dissensions, and for the commencement of their hopes of

future happiness.

§ 7. After these triumphs were over, and after the

Eoman empire was settled on the surest foundation, Ves-
pasian resolved to build a temjjle to Peace, which he finished

in a very short time, and in a manner beyond all human
expectation. Tor bestoiving his vast wealth upon it,

besides what he had formerly gained in his other suc-

cesses, he had this temple adorned with pictures and
statues. And all such rarities were collected and deposited

in this temple, as men before used to wander all over the

world to see, when they had a desire to see one of them
after another. He also deposited in it the golden vessels

that were taken out of the Jewish temple, and was very

proud of them. And he gave orders that they should
place their law, and the purple veils of the sanctuary, in

the royal palace, and keep them there.

CHAP. VI.

Concerning Machcerus, and hoiv Lucilius Bassus toolc that

Fortress and other Places.

§1-

NOW Lucilius Bassus was sent out as imperial legate to

Judrea, and there he i-eceived the army from Cerealis

Vitellianus, and made himself master of the fortress of

Herodium ' and the garrison that held it : after which he
got together all the soldiers available (for many were dis-

tributed about the country) and the tenth legion, and

' Jebel Fitreidis. Jewish ^yar, i. 13, § 8.
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resolved to marcli against Machserus.' For it was quite

necessary that that fortress should be demolished, lest

it might draw away many into rebellion because of its

strength : for the nature of the place was very capable of

affording sure hope of safety to those who held it, and
delay and fear to those who attacked it. For what was
defended by a fort was itself a rocky hill, rising to a very
great height, which circumstance alone made it very diffi-

cult to capture it. It was also so contrived by nature,

that it could not be easily approached ; for it is intrenched
by ravines on all sides, so deep that the eye cannot reach
their bottoms, nor are they easy to cross over, and it is

quite impossible to fill them up with earth. For the
ravine which hems it in on the west extends threescore

furlongs, and does not end till the lake Asphaltitis " (and
it is on the same side also that Machaerus has its highest

peak elevated above the rest) ; and although the ravines

that lie on the north and south sides are not so large as

that just described, yet it is similarly impracticable to

thmk of storming them. As for the ravine that lies on
the east side, its depth is found to be no less than a hun-
dred cubits, and it extends as far as a mountain that lies

opposite Machaerus.

§ 2. Now Alexander the king of the Jews, having ob-

served the nature of this jjlace, was the first who built a
fortress there, which was afterwards demolished by Gabi-

nius, when he warred against Aristobulus. But when
Herod came to be king, he thought the place to be worthy
of the utmost regard, and of being fortified in the strongest

manner, especially as it lay so near to Arabia : for it is

situated conveniently in respect to that country which it

faces. He therefore surrounded a large space of ground
with walls and towers, and built a city there, from which a

waj-led up to the very top of the hill.. Moreover, he built

a wall round the top of the hill, and erected towers a hun-
di'ed and sixty cubits high at the angles. And in the

middle of this walled area he built a magnificent palace,

wherein were large and beautiful rooms. He also made a

great many cisterns to hold water, that there might be a

^ Mckaur. Jewish War, i. 8, § 2. ' Tlie Dead Sea.
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plentiful supply in the most fit places, as if having a
friendly contest with nature, that he might make the
natural strength of the place, which made it hard to be
taken, still greater by defences made by the hands of men.
Moreover, he put a large quantity of darts and other
engines of war into it, and contrived to store up every
thing there that might enable its inhabitants to stand a
very long siege.

§ 3. Now in this palace there grew a sort of rue, that
deserves our wonder on account of its size, for it was as
large as any fig-tree both in height and thickness

; and
the report went that it had lasted ever since the times of
Herod, and it would probably have lasted much longer had
it not been cut down by the Jews who occupied the place
afterwards. And in the ravine which surrounds the city on
the north side, there is a certain place called Baaras,' which
produces a root of the same name as itself. Its colour is

like that of fire, and towards evening it sends out a ray
like lightning, and is not easily taken by such as approach
it and wish to take it, but recedes from their hands, and
is not stationary until either a woman's urine or men-
struous blood be poured upon it; nay, even then it is

certain death to those that touch it, unless one take and
hang the root itseK down from the hand, and so carry it

away. It is also taken another way without danger,
namely, as foUows. Persons dig quite round it, till the
hidden part of the root is very small ; they then tie a dog
to it, and when the dog starts to follow the'person that tied
him, the root is easily plucked up ; but the dog dies im-
mediately, as if a victim instead of the man that would
take the plant away. Nor after this need any one be afraid
of taking it into his hands. Yet after all this'risk in getting
it, it is only sought after on account of one i^roperty it has,
that if it be only brought to sick persons, it quickly drives
away those who are called demons (who are no other than
the spirits of the wicked) that enter into men that are alive,
and Idll them, unless they can obtain some help against
them. There are also springs of hot water that flow out
of this place, which have a very different taste from (me

' In the TVddi/ Zcrka Ma'tn, on the east shore of the Dead Sea.
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another : for some of them are bitter, and others of them are

very sweet. Cold waters also gush out frequently, and have
their springs near one another, not only on the more level

ground, but what is still more wonderful, there is to be
seen a certain cave hard by of no great depth, covered over

by a rock that juts out ; and above this rock there stand
out two small round [hiUs Uke] breasts, a little distant

from one another, one of which sends out a fountain that

is very cold, and the other sends out one that is very hot

;

and these waters, when mixed together, form a most
pleasant bath, medicinal indeed in other complaints, but
especially good for strengthening the nerves. This place

also contains mines of sulphur and alum.

§ 4. Now when Bassus had made a complete reconnais-

sance of the fortress, he resolved to make his approach to

it by filling up the ravine on the east side ; so he fell hard

to work, and took great paias to raise the earth as soon

as possible, and so to make the storm of the place easy.

As for the Jews who were shut up iaside the place, they

separated themselves from the strangers that were with

them, and forced these strangers, as they considered them
a merely useless multitude, to stay in the lower city, and
bear the brunt of danger first, while they themselves occu-

pied the upper citadel, and held it, both on account of its

great strength, and to provide for their own safety ; for

they thought they might obtain their pardon if they sur-

rendered the fortress eventually to the Eomans.> However,

they wished to make trial first whether the hopes they had
of escaping a siege were feasible. So they energetically

made sallies every day, and fought with those that met
them, in which conflicts many of them were slain, and they

also slew many of the Romans. But still it was oppor-

tunity that chiefly gained both sides their victories, they

were gained by the Jews, when they fell upon the Eomans
as they were off their guard, and by the Eomans when,

upon the Jews' sallies against their banks, they foresaw

their coming, and were upon their guard to receive them.

But the conclusion of the siege- did not depend upon these

skirmishes ; but a certain unexpected chance event forced

the Jews to surrender the fortress. There was a certain

young man among the besieged, of great boldness, and very

V. L
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active witli his liand, whose name was Eleazar. He greatly

distinguished hiaiself in the sallies, and encouraged the

Jews to go out in great numbers, in order to hinder the

raising of the bants, and did the Eomans a great deal of

hurt when it came to fighting, and for those who were bold

enough to sally out with him he made their attack easy,

and caused their retreat to be mthout danger by still

bringing up the rear himself. Now it happened oa one

occasion, when the fight was over, and both sides had re-

tired, that he, despising the enemy, and thinking that none

of them would begin the fight again at that time, stayed

outside the gates, and talked a long time to those that were

upon the wall, and his mind was wholly intent upon them.

Now a certain person belonging to the Eoman camp, whose

name was Eufus, by birth an Egyptian, observed his oppor-

tunity, and ran at him suddenly, when nobody expected

such a thing, and snatched him up armour and all, while

those that saw it from the wall were in such consternation,

that Eufus carried Eleazar off to the Eoman camp before

they could stop him. And the general of the Eomans
ordered that he should be hoisted up naked, and set before

the city so as to be seen by all the citizens, and severely

scourged before their eyes. At this sad event that befell

the young man the Jews were terribly confounded, and the

whole city sorely lamented him, and the wailing was greater

than one would have expected at the calamity of a single

person. When Bassus j)erceived that, be began to think

of using a stratagem against the enemy, and "\vished to

heighten their grief, in order to prevail upon them to sur-

render the city for Eleazar's safety, nor did he fail of his

hope. For he commanded them to set up a cross, as if he

were just going to crucify Eleazar immediately. And the

sight of this occasioned still greater grief among those

that were in the fortress, and they groaned aloud, and cried

out that they could not bear to see his tragic end. There-

upon Eleazar besought them not to allow him to suffer the

most wretched of deaths, and exhorted them to save them-

selves by yielding to the Eoman power and fortune, as all

other people had been now conquered by them. And they

were greatly moved by what he said, there being also many
within the city that interceded for him (for he was of an
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eminent and very numerous family), so they now yielded

to compassion contrary to their usual custom. Accordingly

they quickly sent out certain messengers, and treated with
the Romans about the surrender of the fortress, and de-

sired that they might be permitted to go away safe, and
take Eleazar with them. And the Eomans and their

general accepted these terms, but the multitude of strangers

in the lower part of the city, hearing of the agreement
that was made by the Jews for themselves alone, resolved

to flee away privately in the night. But as soon as they

opened the gates, those who had come to terms with

Bassus told him of it, whether they envied the others'

safety, or whether they acted so from fear, lest the Romans
should accuse them of their escape. Now the most cou-

rageous of these strangers that went out anticipated the

enemy, and broke through and escaped, while those men
of them that were taken within were slain, to the number
of one thousand seven hundred, and the women and chil-

di-en were made slaves. But as to those that had surren-

dered the fortress, Bassus thought it right to perform the

covenant he had made with them, so he let them go, and
restored Eleazar to them.

§ 5. When Bassus had settled these affairs, he pushed

on his army to what is called the wood of Jardes, for news

was brought him that many of those who had fled from

the sieges of Jerusalem and Machaerus formerly were con-

centrated there. When he was therefore come to the place,

and perceived that the news was correct, he first surrounded

the whole place with his cavalry, that such of the Jews as

were bold enough to try to break through might have no

possible way of escape because of the cavalry, while he

ordered his foot-soldiers to cut down the trees that were in

the wood where they had fled. So the Jews were under

the necessity of performing some glorious exploit, and of

gi-eatly exposing themselves in battle, as they might per-

haps so escape. So they rushed forward en masse, with

a great shout, and fell upon those that surrounded them.

And the Romans received them with great courage, and as

the one side fought desperately, and the other would not

yield, the fight was prolonged on that account, but the

issue of the battle was very different to the two armies.
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For it so happened, that only twelve fell on the Roman
side, while a few were wounded, but of the Jews not one
escaped out of this battle, but they were all killed, being
no less than three thousand, including Judas, the son of

Arus, their general, concerning whom I have before said

that he had been a captain of a certain band at the siege of

Jerusalem, and by going down into certain underground
passages had privately made his escape.

§ 6. About the same time the emperor wrote to Bassus,

and to Liberius Maximus (who was the procurator), and
gave orders that all the land of the Jews should be sold.

For he did not found any city there, but reserved the

country for himself ; however, to eight hundred men only,

whom he had disbanded from his army, he gave for their

habitation a place called Emmaus,^ which is thirty fur-

longs from Jerusalem. He also laid a tribute upon the

Jews wherever they dwelt, and enjoined every one of them
to contribute two drachmae every year to the Capitol, as

they used previously to pay the same to the temple at

Jerusalem. Such was the state of the Jewish affairs at

this time.

CHAP. VII.

Concerning the Calamities that befell Antiochus, King of
Commagene. Also concerning the Alani, and what great

Hurt they did to the Medes and Armenians.

§1-

AND now, in the fourth year of the reign of Vespasian,
it came to pass, that Antiochus, the king of Comma-

gene, and all his family, fell into very great calamities on
the following account. Csesennius Psetus, who was presi-

dent of Syria at this time, whether stating the real truth,

or only out of hatred of Antiochus, (for the real motive
was never thoroughly discovered,) sent a letter to Vespasian
telling him that Antiochus and his son Epiphanes had re-

' The distance given agrees with that of Kidonich (Colonia) from
Jerusalem. This Emmaus is very generally supposed to be the same as
the biblical Emmaus (Luke xxiv. 13).
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solved to revolt from the Romans, and had made a league
with the ting of Parthia ; and urging that it was necessary
to anticipate them, lest, if they got the start of the Romans,
they might begia such a war as would cause a general dis-

turbance ia the Roman empire. Now Vespasian was not
disposed to neglect the matter, as this information reached
him ; for the neighbourhood of those kings made the
matter of greater importance. For Samosata.^ the capital

of Commagene, lies upon the Euphrates, so that the Par-
thians, had they any such design, could most easily cross

over it, and would also have a secure retreat back. Psetus
was accordingly believed, and had authority given him to

act as he should thiuk proper in the case, so without delay
he suddenly marched agaiast Commagene before Antiochus
and his people had the least expectation of his coming

:

having with him the tenth legion, and also some cohorts and
troops of horse. The following kings also came to his assis-

tance, Aristobulus, king of the country called Chalcidice,^

and Sohemus, kiag of what was called Emesa.^ Nor was
any opposition made to his forces when they entered the

kingdom ; for none in that country would so much as lift

uj) their hands against them. When Antiochus heard this

unexpected news, he could not think in the least of making
war upon the Romans, but determined to leave all his king-

dom in the state wherein it now was, and to retire privately

with his wife and children, thinkiag thereby to prove himself

to the Romans to be innocent of the charge laid against

him. So he went a hundred and twenty furlongs from
Samosata into the plain, and there encamped.

§ 2. Psetus then sent some of his men to occupy Samo-
sata, and by them took possession of that city, while he

went himself to attack Antiochus with the rest of his army.
However, the king was not prevailed upon by the necessity

he was in to do anyiihing in the way of war against the

Romans, but bemoaned his own hard fate, and was for en-

during with patience what he had to suifer. But his sons,

who were young and inexperienced in war, but of strong

bodies, were not easily induced to bear this calamity with-

' SamsiU. Jewish War, i. IB, § 7.

^ The country of Chalcis, now probably Mejdel 'Aiijar.
' Horns.
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out fighting. Epiphanes and Callinicus, therefore, betook

themselves to force. And as the battle was stoutly con-

tested and lasted all day long, they showed their own
valour in a remarkable manner, and nothing but the

approach of night put an end to the battle, and that with-

out any diminution of their forces ; but Antiochus, although

the battle had terminated in this way, did not venture to

continue there, but took his wife and daughters, and fled

with them to Cilicia, and, by so doing, quite discouraged the

spirit of his own soldiers. So they revolted and went over

to the Romans, as he despaired of keeping the kingdom,
for now the case was looked upon by all as quite despe-

rate. It was therefore necessary that Epiphanes and Cal-

linicus should get safe from their enemies before they be-

came entirely destitute of helpers. Nor were there any
more than ten horsemen with them, when they crossed the

Euphrates, whence they reached Vologesus, the king of

Parthia. in safety, where they were not disregarded as

exiles, but had the same respect paid them as if they had
retained their ancient prosperity.

§ 3. Now when Antiochus arrived at Tarsus ' in Cilicia,

Psetus despatched a centurion to arrest him, and sent him in

bonds to Rome. However, Vespasian could not endure to

have the king brought to him in that manner, but thought it

fit rather to have regard to their ancient friendship than to

preserve an inexorable anger because of this war. So he
gave orders, while Antiochus was still upon the road, that

they should take oif his bonds, and that he should ptit ofE

his visit to Rome, and for the present go and live at Lace-

dsemon ; he also gave him large revenues, that he might
not only live in plenty, but like a king also. Now when
Epiphanes and Callinicus, who were before in great fear

for their father, were informed of this, their minds were
freed from the great concern and anxiety they had been in.

They also hoped that Vespasian would be reconciled to them,
upon the intercession of Vologesus ; for although they lived

in plenty, they knew not how to bear living out of the
Roman empire. And Vespasian graciously gave them leave,

and they went to Rome ; and as their father came at once

' Tcrsiis, in the province of Adana.
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to them from Lacedsemon, they had all sorts of respect paid

them there, and there they remained.

§ 4. Now the nation of the Alani who (as I said before

somewhere) are Scythians, and dwell near the Tanais ' and
the lake Mseotis,^ formed about this time the design of in-

vading Media and the country beyond it, in order to plunder
them. Accordingly they negotiated with the king of the

Hyrcani,^ for he was master of the pass that king Alexander
had shut up with iron gates. And as he gave them leave to

come through them, they came en masse, and fell upon the

Medes who expected nothing of the kind, and plundered
their country, which was populous and rich in cattle,

and nobody durst make any resistance against them. For
Pacorus, the king of the country, had fled away for fear

into places where they could not easily get at him, and
had yielded up every thing he had to them, and had only

with difficulty saved his wife and concubines from them,

after they had been made captives, by paying a hundred
talents for their ransom. These Alani therefore plundered

the country with great ease and without opposition, and
proceeded as far as Armenia, laying all waste before them.

Now Tiridates was king of that country, and he met them
and fought them, but was nearly taken alive in the battle

;

for a certain man threw a net over him from some distance,

and would soon have drawn him to him, if he had not

quickly cut the cord with his sword, and fled first. And
the Alani, being still more provoked by this fight, laid

waste the country, and carried off with them a great multi-

tude of men, and a great quantity of other spoil they had

got from both kingdoms, and then retired back to their own
country.

' The Don. " The Sea of Asov.

^ Hyrcania lay to the south of the Caspian, and is now the Persian

province Mazanderan.
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CHAP. VIII.

Concerning Masada, and the Sicarii who held it ; and hovi

Silva besieged that Fortress. Eleazar's Speeches to the

besieged.

§1-

WHEN Bassus had died in Judaea, Flavius Silya suc-

ceeded him as governor there; and when he saw
that all the rest of the country had been subdued in this

war, and that there was only one fortress that was still

in revolt, he concentrated all his army that was in those

parts, and made an expedition against it. This fortress

was called Masada," and the commander of the Sicarii,

who occupied it, was one Eleazar, an able man, and a

descendant of that Judas who had persuaded no few of the

Jews, as I before stated, not to submit to the census, when
Cyrenius was sent into Judsea to take it. For it was
then that the Sicarii banded together against those who
were willing to submit to the Romans, and treated them in

all respects as if they had been their enemies, plundering
them of what they had, and driving away their cattle,

and setting fire to their houses. For they said that they
differed not at all from foreigners, as they betrayed so

ignobly their freedom which the Jews thought ought to be
fought for to the utmost, and o^vned that they preferred

slavery under the Romans. Now this was in reality only
a pretext and cloak for their barbarity and avarice, as they
afterwards made evident by their actions. For those that

were partners with them in their rebellion joined them also

with in the war against the Romans, and went further

lengths in their audacity against them. And when thev
were again convicted of dissembling in such pretexts, they
still more abused those who justly reproached them for

their wickedness. And somehow, indeed, that was a time
most fertile in all manner of ^vicked practices among the
Jews, insomuch that no kind of villainy was then left un-
done ;

nor could any one so much as devise any bad thing

' Sebbeh, on the west shore of the Dead Sea. .Jewish War, i. 12, § 1.
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that was new if he wished. So deeply were they all

infected both privately and publicly, and vied with one
another who should run the greatest lengths in impiety to-

wards Grod, and in unjust actions towards their neighbours,

men in power oppressing the multitude, and the multi-

tude earnestly endeavouring to destroy men in power. The
latter desired to tyrannize, and the former to offer violence

to and plunder those who were richer than themselves. Now
the Sicarii first began this lawlessness and barbarity to their

kindred, and left no word of reproach unsaid, or deed un-

done, to destroy those whom they plotted against. However,
John showed by his actions that these Sicarii were more
moderate than he was himself. For he not only slew all

who counselled him to do what was right and expedient,

treating them worst of all, as the most bitter enemies that

he had among all the citizens, but also filled his country

generally with ten thousand woes, such as a man who was
already hardened in impiety towards G-od would naturally

do. For he had unlawful food set upon his table, and

rejected the purity that the laws of his country had or-

dained, so that it was no longer a wonder if he, who was
so mad in his impiety towards Grod, did not observe any
gentleness or kindness towards men. Again, what evil did

not Simon, the son of G-ioras, do ? or what kind of abuses

did he abstain from as to the persons of those very freemen

who had set him up as a tyrant ? What friendship or re-

lationship did not make them more bold in their daily

murders ? For they looked upon doing hurt to strangers as

only a work of ignoble villainy, but thought barbarity to-

wards their nearest relations a glorious feat. The Idumaeans

also vied with these men in their fury. For they, vilest

wretches that they were, cut the throats of the high priests,

that so no part of piety to Grod might be preserved, and

destroyed utterly every vestige of forms of law, and intro-

duced the most complete lawlessness in all cases, in which

the class of people called Zealots excelled, who indeed made
their name good by their acts. For they were zealous in

every bad work, and if their memory recalled any evil thing

that had formerly been done, they did not omit zealously to

do the same ; and yet they gave themselves their name as if

zealous for what was good, either bantering those they
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treated ill because of their brutish disposition, or thinking

the greatest of evils good. Accordingly, they each had a

fitting end, God awarding to them punishment completely

adequate to their deserts. For all such chastisements lit

upon them as man's nature is capable of undergoing, till

the utmost end of their lives, and till death came upon them
in various torments. However, one might say that they

suffered less than they inflicted, because it was impossible

they could be punished quite according to their deserts.

But this is not the proper place to make adequate lamen-
tation for those who were the victims of these men's bar-

barity. I will therefore return again to the remaining
part of my narrative.

§ 2. The Roman general then came and led his army
against Eleazar and those Sicarii who held the fortress of

Masada with him. As for the whole adjacent country he
made himself master of it at once, and put garrisons into

the most suitable places of it, and built a wall quite round
the entire fortress, that none of the besieged could easily

escape, and also set his men to guard the several parts of

it. He also carefully pitched his camp in the most suit-

able place for the siege, where the rocks belonging to the

fortress were nearest to the neighbouring mountain, though
it was indeed a difficult place for getting plenty of provisions.

For not only had food to be brought from a great distance

with a great deal of exertion on the part of those Jews
who were told off for that purpose, but water also had to

be brought to the camj), because the place supplied no
fountain that was near. When, therefore, Silva had first

seen to these matters, he turned his attention to besieging

the place, a task which required a great deal of skill and
hard work because of the strength of the fortress, the

nature of which I will now describe.

§ 3. There was a rock, not small in circumference, and
very high, surroimded by ravines of such vast depth that

the eye could not reach their bottom, which were precipi-

tous, and such as no animal could climb except at two places

in the rock, where it admits of ascent, though not without
difficulty. Now, of these two ways one is from the lake

Asphaltitis towards the east, and the other, where the

ascent is easier, on the west. One of these ways they call
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the Serpent,^ using tLat comparison because of its narrow-
ness and perpetual windings ; for it breaks off where the
crags jut out, and returns frequently into itself, and
lengthens again by degrees, and proceeds forward not
without difficulty. And lie that would walk along it must
first tread firmly with one foot and then with the other

;

for to slip is certain destruction ; for on each side yawn
precipices deep enough to quell all courage by terror. Now
when a man has gone along this way for thirty furlongs,

what remains is the top of the hill, not ending in a sharp

point, but forming table-land as it were on the summit
of the hill. Upon this summit Jonathan the high priest

first built a fortress and called it'Masada. And after-

wards the rebuilding of this place employed the care of

king Herod to a great degree. For he built a wall made of

white stone, seven furlongs long, twelve cubits high, and
eight broad, round the entire area of the top of the hill.

Thirty-seven towers, each of them fifty cubits high, were
also erected upon this wall from which you might pass

into chambers built on the inside round the entire wall.

For the king reserved the top of the hill, which was rich

soil and softer than all the plain, for agriculture, that such

as committed themselves for their safety to this fortress,

might not even there be quite destitute of food, in case

they should ever want it from abroad. He also built a

palace thereon at the western ascent, beneath the walls of

the fortress, and facing north. Now the wall of this palace

was very high and strong, and it had at its corners four

towers sixty cubits high. The furniture also of the

chambers within and of the porticoes and bath-rooms was

of great variety, and very costly, and these buildings were

supported by pillars made each of a single stone on every

side, and the walls and floors of the chambers were beauti-

fied by marble being inlaid. He also cut many deep tanks

out of the rocks as reservoirs for water, at every one of the

places that were inhabited above and round the palace,

and before the wall, and by this contrivance he endeavoured

to have as plentiful a supply of water as if there had been

' This ascent, which is now in a semi-i'uinous condition, is on the

east side of the fortress.



156 THE WORKS OF FLATIUS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK Til.

fountains there. There was also a road dug from the

palace, which led to the very top of the hill, but could not

be seen by such as were outside the fortress. Nor indeed

could enemies easily make use of the roads they could see.

For the road on the east side, as I have already stated, was
inaccessible because of its nature ; and the western road

he blocked up by a large tower at its narrowest place, at no
less a distance from the top of the hill than a thousand
cubits, which tower could not possibly be passed by, nor

could it be easily taken. Indeed those that walked along

it without any danger' could not, such was its contrivance,

easily get to the end of it. So strong was this fortress both

by nature and art against the attacks of enemies.

§ 4. As for the various things that were stored up
withia it, one would wonder still more at their abundance
and the time they lasted. For here was laid uj) corn in

great quantity, such as would suffice for a long time,

and also wine and oil in abundance ; and all kinds of

pulse, and dates, were stored uj> there ; all which things

Eleazar found there, when he and his Sicarii got possession

of the fortress by treachery. These fruits also were in

prime condition, and not at all inferior to fruits newly
stored up, although it was little short of a hundred years

from the storing up of these provisions till the fortress was
captured by the Romans. The Romans also found those

fruits that were left not at all spoilt. Nor would cue be
wrong in supposing the air to be the cause of their lasting

good so long, as owing to the height of the fortress the air

is so free from the mixture of ever^-thing earthy and muddy.
There was also found here a large quantity of all sorts of

weapons of war, which had been stored up by king Herod,
sufficient for ten thousand men : there was also unwrought
iron and brass, and moreover lead, which show that Herod
had taken much pains to have all things ready here for great

emergencies. For it is said that lie prepared this fortress

for himself, as a refuge against two kinds of danger which
he anticipated, one from the Jewish people, lest they should
depose him, and restore their former kings to the throne,

but the other danger was greater and more formidable,

' That is, in times of peace.
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namely from Cleopatra, the queen of Egypt, who did not
conceal~her intentions, but spoke often to Antony, asking
him to take ofE Herod, and entreating him to bestow the
kingdom of Judsea upon her. And certainly one might
wonder that Antony never complied with her imperious-
ness in this point, as he was such a slave to his passion
for her ; for one would not have expected that he would
not have gratified her in this. However, it was the fear of

these dangers that made Herod rebuild Masada, and leave

it for the finishing stroke of the Romans in this Jewish
war.

§ 5. When the Roman commander Silva had now built

a wall outside round the whole fortress, as I have said

already, and had so made the most careful provision to pre-

vent any of the besieged escaping, he undertook the siege

in person, though he found but one place that would allow

of his raising earthworks. For behind the tower which
blocked up the road that led to the palace and to the top

of the hill from the west, there was a certain rock jutting

out, very broad and very prominent, three hundred cubits

lower than the summit of Masada, which was called Leuce."^

So Silva got upon that rock, and ordered the army to bring

earth. And as they fell to that work with alacrity, and
there were many hands, the bank was solidly raised two
hundred cubits high. However, this bank was not thought
sufficiently firm and strong to support the scaling ladders,

so another embankment of great stones compacted to-

gether, fifty cubits both in breadth and height, was put
upon it. The structure of the other engines was like that

of those that had been first devised for sieges by Vespasian,

and afterwards by Titus. There was also a tower con-

structed sixty cubits high, plated all over with iron, from
which the Romans threw missiles and stones from their

engines, and soon made those that fought on the wall

retire, and prevented their lifting up their heads over it.

At the same time Silva constructed a great battering-ram,

and ordered it to be frequently applied against the wall,

and with some difficulty broke down a part of the wall,

' The White Eock, or Promontory, can he readily recognised on the

west side of Sebbeh, and the bank or causeway raised by Silva during

the siege.
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and quite overthrew it. However, the Sicarii had antici-

pated him by ha\'ing built another wall within, which
should not be liable to the same misfortune from the

battering-rams as the other : for it was made soft and
yielding, and so was capable of weakening the terrible

battering of the ram. It was constructed in the following

manner. G-reat beams were laid lengthways, near one
another at their ends : laid at such a distance from each
other in two parallel rows as the breadth of the wall re-

quired, and earth was put into the space between these

rows. Now, that the earth might not fall away upon the

elevation of this bank to a greater height, they further

bound those beams together that lay lengthways by other

beams across them. And so this work of theirs was like

a real building. And when the battering-rams were applied,

their blows were weakened by its yielding, and as the
materials were by such concussion shaken closer together,

the wall became firmer than before. When Silva saw this,

he thought it best to endeavour to take this wall by setting

fi.re to it, so he gave orders to the soldiers to throw a
great number of burning torches against it ; and as it

was chiefly made of wood, it soon took fire ; and when it

was once set on fire, its hollowness made the fire sjsread

to a mighty flame. Now at the very beginning of this

fire, a north wind that blew was terrible to the Romans
;

for by bringing the flame down it drove it upon them, and
they were almost in despair, fearing their engines would
be burnt. But after this suddenly the wind veered round
to the south, as if by divine providence, and blew strongly
the contrary way, and carried back the flame, and drove
it against the wall, which was now on fire from top to
bottom. Tlius the Eomans, being thus divinely assisted,

returned to their camp with joy, and resolved to attack
their enemies the next day, and set their watch more care-

fully than usual that night, lest any of the enemy should
steal a march on them and escape.

§ 6. However, neither did Eleazar himself once think of

fleeing away, nor would he permit any one else to do so.

But when he saw their wall burned down by the fii-e, and
could devise no other way of escaping, or opportunity for
further exhibition of courage, and set before his eyes what
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the Romans would do to tliem and their (diildren and
wives, if they were victorious, he thought about having
them all slain. Now, as he judged this the best thing to

do in the present circumstances, he got together the most
courageous of his companions, and encouraged them to

take that course by the following speech. " Since we, long

ago, my brave friends, resolved never to be slaves to the

Romans, nor to any other than to G-od himself (who alone

is the true and just lord of mankind), the time is now
come that obliges us to carry out that resolve in act. And
let us not at this crisis bring the reproach upon ourselves

that, whereas we would not formerly undergo slavery with-

out danger, we now together with slavery choose such

punishments also as will be intolerable, if we fall ahve into

the power of the Romans. We were the very first of all that

revolted from them, and we are the last that fight against

them ; and I cannot but esteem it as a favour that G-od

has granted us that it is still in our power to die nobly and
in a state of freedom, which has not been the case of others

who were conquered against their expectation. It is very

plain that we shall be captured within a day's time, but we
have still the choice to die in a glorious manner with our

dearest friends. This our enemies themselves cannot by any
means hinder, although they are very desirous to take us

alive, nor can we hope any more to fight them and beat them.

It was indeed our duty, perhaps, at the very first, when we
were so desirous of defending our liberty, and when we
received such sore treatment from one another, and worse

treatment from our enemies, to have conjectured the pur-

pose of God, and to have recognized that the Jewish nation,

of old dear to him, was now doomed to destruction. For had
he either continued favourable, or been only in a minor

degree displeased with us, he would not have allowed the

destruction of so many men, or abandoned his most holy

city to be burnt and demolished by our enemies. But we,

it seems, hoped to have preserved ourselves alone of all the

Jewish race in a state of freedom, as if we had been guilty

of no sins ourselves against God, nor been partners with

those of others, when we even taught others ! Wherefore,

consider how G-od convinces us that our hopes are vain, by

bringing such distress upon us, beyond our expectation, in
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the desperate case we are now in. For not only has the

invincible nature of this fortress not proved our safety,

but also, though we have still great abundance of food,

and a great quantity of arms, and other necessaries more
than we want, we are openly deprived by Grod himself of

all hope of deliverance. For the fire which did drive upon
our enemies, did not of its own accord turn back upon
the wall which we had built, but it was God's anger that

brought it against us for the many mad crimes we have
been guilty of in regard to our own countrymen ; the

punishments for which let us not receive from the Eomans,
but from Grod himself, executed by our own hands ; for

these will be more easy than the treatment we should ex-

perience from the Eomans. Let our wives die before they

are outraged, and our children before they have tasted of

slavery, and after we have slain them, let us bestow that

glorious benefit upon one another mutually, and preserve

our freedom as a noble end of our lives. But first let us

destroy our money and the fortress by fire. For I am well

assured that this will be a great grief to the Romans,
that they shall not be able to seize upon our bodies, and
shall fail to get our wealth also. And let us spare nothing
but our provisions ; for they will testify when we are dead,

that we were not subdued for want of necessaries, but
that, according to our original resolve, we preferred death

to slavery."

§ 7. Such was Eleazar's sj)eech to them. However, the
opinions of those present did not acquiesce therein. For
although some were eager to obey, and were all but filled

with pleasure at the idea, thinking such a death noble, yet

those that were more tender had compassion for their mves
and families ; and as these men were especially moved at the

prospect of their own certain death, they looked wistfully at

one another, and declared by the tears that were in their

eyes their dissent from his opinion. When Eleazar saw
them in such fear, and that their souls were dejected at so

stem a resolve, he was afraid lest perhaps they should by
their lamentations and tears cow the spirit of those that had
heard what he said courageously. So he did not leave off

exhorting them, but stirred up himself, and, being full of

matter, attempted to speak more clearly to them concern-



CHAP. VIII.J THE JEWISH WAE. 161

ing the immortality of the soul, and with indignation fixing

his eyes intently on those that wept, he spoke as follows.
" Truly I was very greatly mistaken, when I thought I was
assisting brave men in struggling hard for their liberty, and
men who were resolved either to live with honour or else to

die. For I find that you are no better than others either

in virtue or in courage, since you are afraid of dying,

though you would be delivered thereby from the greatest

miseries, while you ought to make no delay ia this matter,
nor wait for any one to give you advice. For divine reve-

lation and our national ideas have continually taught us,

from the earliest moment that we could use our reason,

and our forefathers have corroborated the same teaching by
their actions and spirit, that it is Ufe that is a calamity
to men, and not death. For this last gives our souls

liberty, and lets them depart to their own place of

purity, where they will be insensible to all misery. For
while souls are tied down to a mortal body, they are

partakers of its miseries, and to speak the real truth, are

themselves dead ; for the union of what is divine to what
is mortal is unbecoming. It is true, the power of the soul

is great, even when it is imprisoned in the body: for by
moving it in a way that is invisible, it makes the body
a sensible instrument of its own, and causes it to advance

further in its actions than mortal nature could otherwise

do. However, when it it is freed from the weight which
hangs to it and draws it down to the earth, it gets again

its own proper place, and becomes then a partaker of

blessed power and abilities entirely free, continuing in-

visible to the eyes of men, as God himself. For certainly

it is not seen when it is in the body, for it comes there

in an invisible manner, and when it is freed from it, it is

still not seen, for its nature is one and incorruptible, but

yet it is the cause of change in the body. For whatever

the soul touches lives and flourishes, but whatever is re-

moved from it withers away and dies ; so much is there in it

of immortality. Let sleep be a most evident proof to you

of what I say, for in it souls, when the body does not

distract them, have the sweetest rest in themselves, and
conversing with G-od because of their relationship to him,

go everywhere, and foretell many future things. And why
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ought we to fear death, while we are pleased with the rest

we have in sleep ? And how is it not absurd to pursue after

liberty while we are alive, and yet to grudge it to ourselves

when it will be eternal? We, therefore, who have been

brought up in our national ideas, ought to set an example
to others in readiness to die. However, if we stand in

need of foreigners to support us in this matter, let us con-

sider those Indians who profess to jjractise philosophy.

Those good men unwillingly undergo the time of life as

a necessary burden of nature, and hasten to let their souls

loose from their bodies : nay, when no misfortune presses

them to it, nor drives them upon it, they have such a desire

of the life of immortality, that they tell other men before-

hand that they are about to depart, and nobody hinders

them ; but every one thinks them happy men, and gives

them letters to be carried to their familiar friends. So
fiiinly and certainly do they believe that souls converse

with one another [in the other world]. And when they

have heard all such commands as are given them, they de-

liver their body to the fire, that they may get their soul

separated from the body in the greatest j)urity, and die in

the midst of h}-mns of commendation. For their dearest

friends conduct them to their death more willingly than do
any of the rest of mankind conduct their fellow-citizens

when they are going a very long journey, and weep indeed
on their own account, but look upon the others as happy
j)ersons, as so soon to be received among the immortal
order of beings. Are not we, therefore, ashamed to have
lower notions than the Indians, and by our own cowardice
to lay a base reproach upon the laws of our country, which
are so much emulated by all mankind ? And even if we had
been brought up from the first in other notions, and taught
that life is the greatest good for men, and that death is a
calamity, yet the circumstances we are now in exhort us to

bear it courageously, since it is by the will of God and by
necessity that we are to die. For long ago God made, as

it seems, this decree against the whole Jewish nation, that
we were to be deprived of life, as we would not make a
good use of it. For do not ascribe the causes of our present
sad condition to yourselves, nor gratify the Romans by
thinking that this war we have had with them has undone
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US all. For these things have not come to pass by their

might, but a more powerful cause has intervened, and made
them seem our conquerors. By what Roman weapons, pray,

were those Jews who inhabited Caesarea ' slain, who, when
they were no way disposed to rebel, but were aU the while

keeping their sabbath, and did not so much as lift up their

hands against them, yet had their throats cut by the people

of Csesarea, who ran upon them, and also cut the throats

of their wives and children, and that without any regard to

the Romans, who never took us for their enemies till we re-

volted from them? But, perhaps, some one will say that the

people of Csesarea always quarrelled with those that lived

among them, and that they only seized the opportunity to

satisfy their old hatred against them. What then shall we
say of those in ScythopoUs," who ventured to wage war with

us on account of the Greeks, but did not avenge themselves

upon the Romans in concert with otir kinsmen ? Much
therefore, did their good-will and fidelity profit them, as

they and their whole families were slain in the most
inhuman manner, which was the return they had for their

assistance ! For they suffered the very same things

which they had prevented from falling upon the others, as

if they had themselves wished to inflict them. It would
be too long for me to speak at this time of every particular

in detail. For you cannot be ignorant that there was not

any city in S)-ria which did not slay its Jewish inhabi-

tants, though they were more hostile to us than the Romans
were. Nay, the inhabitants of Damascus, though they were

able to allege no specious pretext against us, filled their

city with the most barbarous slaughter of our people,

cutting the throats of eighteen thousand Jews, together

with their wives and children. As to the number of those

who were tortured to death in Egypt, we have been in-

formed that they were more than sixty thousand. They
indeed were so killed perhaps in a foreign country because

they found no one to help them against their enemies ; but

as for all those of us who have waged war against the

Romans in our own country, had we not sufficient reason to

have hope of sure victory ? For we had arms and walls,

1 Ciesaria Palasstina, Kaisariyeh. ^ Bethshean, Beisdn.
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and fortresses so constructed as not to be easily taken, and
courage not to be shaken by any dangers in the cause

of liberty, which encouraged us all to revolt from the

Romans. But these advantages did us good only for

a short time, and only raised our hopes, while they really

appeared to be the cause of greater miseries. For all we
had has been taken from us, and all has fallen into the

hands of our enemies, as if these advantages were only to

render their victory over us the more glorious, and were
not for the safety of those by whom these preparations for

war were made. As for those who have already died in

battle, we ought to esteem them blessed (for they died in

defending, not in betraying, libei'ty), but as to the mul-
titude of those who are now under the Romans, who would
not pity their condition ? and who would not be eager to

die before he suffered the same miseries as them r" For
some of them have been put upon the rack, and tortured

with fire and scourgings, and so died. Others have been
half-devoured by wild beasts, and yet have been preserved

alive to be devoured by them a second time, in order

to afford laughter and sport to our enemies. And those
that are alive still are to be looked on as the most miser-

able, who, though they frequently pray for death, cannot
have that boon. And where is now that great city, the
metropolis of the whole Jewish nation, which was fortified

by so many walls round it, and had so many fortifications

and huge towers to defend it, and could hardly hold the
stores prepared for the war, and had so many myriads
of men to fight for it? Where, I say, is our city that was
believed to have God himself inhabiting it ? It is now
rased to its very foundations, and the only memorial of

it that is preserved is the camp of those who destroyed it,

which is still erected upon its ruins. Some unfortunate old
men also sit among the ashes of the temple, and a few
women are kept there by the enemy for the most shameful
lust. Who is there that revolves these things in his mind,
and yet can bear the sight of the sun, though he might live

free from danger ? Who is so much his country's enemy,
or so cowardly and fond of life, as not to be sorry that he
is still aUve ? How I would that we had all died, before we
had. seen the holy city demolished by the hands of our
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enemies, before we had seen our holy temple rased to the
ground in so profane a manner ! But since a generous
hope deluded us that perhaps we might be able to avenge
our country's ruin on our enemies, though it has now
vanished, and left us alone in our distress, let us lose no
time in dying bravely. Let us pity ourselves, our children,

and our wives, while it is in our power to show pity to them.
For we were born to die, as also those whom we have be-

gotten, nor is it in the power of the most happy of our race

to avoid this ; but outrage and slavery, and to see our wives
and children led away for disgrace, these are not such
evils as are natural and necessary among men ; although
such as do not prefer death to them, when death is in

their power, must undergo even them because of their

cowardice. We revolted from the Romans, pluming our-

selves greatly upon our courage, and when now, at the

very last, they offered us the chance of safety, we would
not listen to them. Who can, therefore, doubt that they

will certainly be in a rage with us if they take us alive ?

Miserable will then be the young men, who will be strong

enough in their bodies to bear much torture, miserable

also will be those of older years, who will not be able to

bear such ill treatment as young men can ! One will see

his wife led off to be outraged, another will hear the

voice of his son, imploring help of his father whose
hands are bound. But while our hands are still at liberty,

and have a sword in them, let them minister to us in our

glorious design ! Let us die before we become slaves of our

enemies, and let us go out of the world with our children

and wives in a state of freedom ! This our laws command
us to do, this our wives and children crave at our hands.

Grod himself has sent this necessity upon us, while the

Romans desire the contrary, and are afraid lest any of us

should die before we are captured. Let us therefore make
haste, and instead of giving them the pleasure they hope

for in getting us in their power, let us leave them awe
at our death and admiration at our courage."
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CHAP. IX.

Hmv the People that tvere in the Fortress were prevailed on
by the Words of Eleazar, except two Women and five Chil-

dren, and siibmitted to he killed by one another.

.§!
NOW though Eleazar wished to pursue his exhortation,

they all cut him short, and made haste to do the

work, being full of an unconquerable ardour of mind, and
went their way as if possessed, one still endeavouring to

anticipate another, and thinking that this eagerness would
be a proof of their courage and judgment, if they could avoid
appearing among the last to do as Eleazar urged ; so great

an ardour came upon them to slay their wives and children

and themselves also. Nor indeed, when they came to the
work itself, did their courage fail them, as one might imagine
it would have done, but they then held fast without waver-
ing to the same resolution which they had upon the hearing
of Eleazar's speech, though every one of them still retained
the natural passion of love to themselves and their families,

because the thought carried the day with them that they
were consulting for the best interests of those who were
nearest and dearest to them. Tor husbands tenderly em-
braced their wives, and took their children into their arms,
and clung to their parting kisses with tears in their eyes

;

but at the same time they carried out what they had re-

solved on, as if doing it with the hands of strangers, making
their anticipation of the miseries they would suffer, if they
fell into the hands of their enemies, their comfort for the
necessity of this. Nor was there at last any one of these
men found who did not act his part in this terrible execu-
tion, but every one of them despatched his nearest relations.

Miserable men indeed were they for the necessity they were
in, to whom to slay their wives and children with their own
hands seemed the lightest evil before them ! Then not
being able to bear the grief they were in for what they
had done any longer, and esteeming it a wrong to those
they had slain to live even the shortest space of time after
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them, they quickly laid all tliey had on a heap, and set fire

to it ; and chose ten men by lot out of them to slay all

the rest, and every one laid himself down by his wife and
children on the ground, and threw his arms about them,
and offered his neck to the stroke of those who executed
the melancholy office. And when these ten had intrepidly

slain all the others, they made the same rule for casting

lots for themselves, that he on whom the lot fell should
first kill the other nine and then himself. All of these

had courage sufficient to be no way behind one another in

doing or suffering ; and eventually the nine offered their

necks to the last one left, and he took a view of all the

other bodies, lest perchance someone or other in so large

a butchery might want his assistance to be despatched,

and when he perceived that they were all dead, he set fire

to the palace, and with great force ran his sword into

his body, and fell down dead near his own relations. And
all these died in the idea that they had not left one sotil

among them alive to be subject to the Romans ; but one

old woman, and another who was akin to Eleazar, and
superior to most women in intelligence and wisdom, and
five children, had secretly concealed themselves in caverns

under ground, and had carried water there for their drink,

when the rest were intent upon the slaughter of one an-

other, who were nine hundred and sixty in number, women
and children being included in that computation. This

tragedy happened on the fifteenth day of the month
Xanthicus.

§ 2. As for the Romans, they expected a battle in the

morning, so they put on their armour, and with their

scaling ladders bridged over a way from their banks, and

began their assault upon the fortress. But they saw no

enemv, but a terrible solitude on every side, and fire and

perfect silence within the place, sothey were at a loss tomake
out what had happened ; and at last they raised a shout, as

they used to do when they hurled missiles, to try if they

could bring out any one that was within: and the two women
heard this noise, and came out of their underground caverns,

and informed the Eomans of what had been done, just

as it had happened, and one of them clearly described how

everything had been said and done. But they did not
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readily credit her account, for they could hardly believe

such a desperate act : but attempted to put the fire out,

and quickly cutting a way through it, entered the palace.

And when they met with the multitude of the slain, they
did not rejoice though it had happened to their enemies,

but marvelled at the courage of their resolution, and the

intrepid contempt of death which so great a number of

them had shown by such a deed as tliis.

CHAP. X.

How inany of the Sicarii fled to Alexandria, and vilw.t

Dangers they ivere in there ; on which account the Temple,
which had fornierhj been built by Onias the High Priest,

was destroyed.

§1-

WHEN Masada was thus taken, the general left a gar-
rison in the fortress, and himself went to Csesarea

with his army. For there were now no enemies left in the
country, but it was all overthrown by so long a war, which
brought about perception and danger of disorder even in

places very remote. Moreover, it came to pass that manv
Jews were slain at Alexandria in Egypt after this. For as
many of the Sicarii as were able to flee there were not con-
tent with having saved their lives, but again attempted to

make new disturbances, and urged many of those who
entertained them to assert their liberty, and to esteem the
Komans as no better than themselves, and to look upon
G-od as their only lord and master. And when some of

the leading Jews opposed them, they slew some of them,
and were very pressing in their exhortations to the others
to re\'olt from the Romans. But when the principal mem-
bers of the Jewish council saw their madness, they thought
it no longer safe for themselves to overlook it, so thev got all

the Jews together to an assembly, and laid before them the
madness of the Sicarii, and showed that they had been the
authors of all the evils that had come upon them. They
said also that these men, since they had no sure hope of
escape, now they had fled from Judoea (because as soon as



CHAP. X.J THE JEWISH WAR. 169

ever it was known tliey were there, they would at once be
destroyed by the Eomans), had come there to give those
who had not been partakers with them in any of their
crimes a share in their own richly-deserved misfortunes.
So they exhorted the multitude to have a care lest they
should be brought to destruction by them, and to make
their apology to the Eomans for their own conduct in

harbouring them by delivering these men up to them.
And they, recognising the greatness of the danger they
were in listened to what was said, and ran with great

violence upon the Sicarii, and arrested them. And six

hundred of them were captured immediately, and it was
not long before all those that fled into Egypt and to the
Egyptian Thebes ' were arrested also and brought back

;

whose stout-heartedness, whether recklessness or obstinacy
of opinion, everybody was amazed at. For though all

sorts of torture and ill-treatment of their bodies were de-

vised, they could not get any of them to confess or be
willing to say that the emperor was their lord, though
that was all that was required of them, but they main-
tained their own opinion in spite of all the distress

they were brought to, as if they received these torments
and fire itself with bodies insensible of pain, and with a

soul that all but rejoiced under them. But what was
most of all astonishing to the spectators was the courage

of the children ; for not one of these children was so far

overcome as to call the emperor lord. So much does the

strength of courage prevail over the weakness of the

body.

§ 2. Now Lupus at this time administered Alexandria,

and quickly sent the emperor word of this commotion.
And he suspecting the restless temper of the Jews for in-

novation, and being afraid lest they should get together to

a head again, and join others with them, gave orders to

Lupus to demolish the Jewish temple which was in the

region called the region of Ouias. It was in Egypt, and
owed both its building and name to the following cause.

Onias, the son of Simon, one of the high priests at Jeru-

salem, fled from Antiochus the king of Syria, when he

' On the left bank of the Xile, near Luxor.



170 THE WOEKS OF FLAVITJS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK VII.

made war against the Jews, and went to Alexandria. And
as Ptolemy received him very kindly, on account of his

hatred to Antiochus, Onias assured him, if he would comply

with his proposal, that he would make all the Jews his

allies. And when the king agreed to do all that he was
able, Onias desired him to give him leave to build a temple

somewhere in Egypt, and that he might worship God
according to the customs of his own country ; for he said

the Jews would then be so much readier to fight against

Antiochus, who had laid waste the temple at Jerusalem,

and would have greater good-will to him, and if he granted

them security for their religion, many of them would come
over to him.

§ 3. And Ptolemy listened to what he said, and gave him
a region a hundred and eighty furlongs from Memphis.^

It was the district called the district of Heliopolis,^ where
Onias built a fortress, and a temple not like that at Jeru-

salem, but resembling a tower. He built it of large stones

to the height of sixty cubits, and constructed the altar in

imitation of that in our own country, and adorned it simi-

larly with gifts, except as regards the candlestick. For he
did not make a candlestick, but had one golden lamp
made, which illuminated the place with its light, and which
he hung by a chain of gold. And the whole temple

enclosure was surrounded with a wall of burnt brick,

though it had gates of stone. The king also gave him a

large district for a revenue in money, not only that the

priests might have a plentiful provision made for them,

but also that God might have abundance of what was
necessary for his worship. However, Onias did not do all

this from sound judgment, but because he was at variance

with the Jews at Jerusalem, cherishing malice because of

his exile, and he thought that by building this temple he
should draw away the multitude from them to it. There

had also been a certain ancient prediction made by [a pro-

phet] whose name was Isaiah about six hundred years

before, that this temple should be built by a man that

was a Jew in Egypt.'' Such is the history of the building

of this temple.

' .Jewish War, i. 9, § 4. " Jewish Wav, i. 1, § 1.

'' Isa. xix. lS-23.—W.
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§ 4. And now Lupus, the governor of Alexandria, upon
the receipt of the emperor's letter, went to this temple, and
carried out of it some of the votive offerings, and closed it.

And as Lupus died a little afterwards, Paulinus, who suc-

ceeded him as governor, left none of the votive ofEerings

there (for he threatened the priests severely if they did
not bring them all out), nor did he permit those who were
desirous of worship even to come near the sacred enclo-

sure, but shut the gates, and made it entirely inaccessible,

so that there remained no longer any trace of any divine

worship having been in that place. Now the time from
the building of this temple till it was shut up again was
three hundred and forty-three years.

CHAP. XI.

Concerning Jonathan, one of the Sicarii, who stirred up a

Sedition in Cyrene, and teas a false Accuser.

§1-

AND now the madness of the Sicarii spread, like a
disease, as far as the cities ia the neighbourhood of

Cyrene.^ ^or one Jonathan, a very vile person, and by
trade a weaver, escaped there, and prevailed upon no small

number of the poorer sort to give ear to him, and led them
into the desert, promising them that he woidd shew them
signs and apparitions. As for the other Jews of Cyrene,

he concealed his knavish tricks from them, but those of

the greatest dignity among them informed Catullus, the

governor of the Libyan Pentapolis, of his march into the

desert, and of the preparations he had made. And he
despatched both horse and foot, and easily overcame them,
because they were unarmed men : and most were slain in

the fight, but some were taken aUve, and brought before

Catullus. As for Jonathan, the leader of the plot, he fled

away for the time, but upon a great and very diligent

search all over the country for him, he was captured also.

And when he was brought before Catullus, he devised a

The chief town of the Libyan Pentapolis. Jewish War, ii. 16, § 4.
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way whereby he not only escaped punishment himself, but
also gave Catullus a handle for doing much mischief. For
he falsely accused the richest of the Jews, and said that

they had suggested to him his plot.

§ 2. Now Catullus readily listened to his calumnies, and
exaggerated the matter greatly in a very theatrical way,
that he also might be supposed to have had success in a

Jewish war. But what was still harder, he not only gave

too easy belief to his stories, but he also taught the Sicarii

to accuse men falsely. He bade this Jonathan, at any
rate, to name one Alexander, a Jew (with whom he had
formerly had a quarrel and open hostility), and also got

him to name his wife Berenice, as concerned with him.
These two Catullus ordered to be slain first, and after

them he caused all the rich and wealthy Jews to be slain,

in number no less than three thousand. This he thought
he might do safely, because he confiscated their effects,

and added them to the emperor's revenues.

§ 3. Moreover, lest any Jews that lived elsewhere

should convict him of his villainy, he extended his false

accusations further, and jiersuaded Jonathan, and some
others who were taken with him, to bring an accusation of

desire for innovation against Jews that were of the best

character both at Alexandria and at Rome. One of those

who were insidiously accused was Josephus, the writer of

this history. However, this plot, thus contrived by Catul-

lus, did not succeed according to his hope. For though he
went himself to Rome, and brought Jonathan and his

companions with him in bonds, and thought he should
have had no further inquiry made as to the lies that were
forged under his government, or by him, Yespasian sus-

pected the matter, and made an inquiry into the truth.

And when he found out that the accusation laid against

the Jews was an unjust one, he cleared them of the crimes

charged upon them at the instigation of Titus, and brought
the punishment he deserved ui)on Jonathan ; for he was
first tortured, and then burnt alive.

§ 4. As to Catullus, the emperors ' were so gentle to

him, that he underwent no severer condemnation then.

' Vespasian and Titus.
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But not long afterwards he fell into a complicated and in-

curable disease, and died miserably. He was not only
a£B.icted in body, but the disease in his mind was heavier
still. For he was terribly disturbed by fears, and con-
tinually cried out that he saw the ghosts of those whom he
had slain standing before him ; and was not able to con-
tain himself, but leaped out of his bed, as if both torture
and fire were brought to him. And his disease grew worse
and worse continually, and his very entrails were so cor-

roded, that they fell out of his body, and so he died.

Thus he became as great an instance of divine providence
as ever was, and demonstration that Grod punishes wicked
men.

§ 5. And here I shall put an end to my history, which I
formerly promised to deliver with all accuracy to such as

should wish to know in what manner this war between the
Romans and the Jews was managed. As to its style, I

must leave that to the determination of my readers ; but as

for the agreement with the facts, I shall not scruple to say,

and that boldly, that truth has been the only thing I have
aimed at through its entire composition.





PLAVIUS JOSBPHCS,

ON THE ANTIQUITY OF THE JEWS

AGAIXST A PI ON.

BOOK I.

§1-
T SUPPOSE that bv my history of the Antiquities of the
-L Je-ws, most excellent Epaphroditus, I have made it quite

clear to those that peruse it that our Jewish nation is of

very great antiquity, and had a distinct existence of its

own originally, as also how we came to inhabit the country

wherein we now live. These Antiquities contain the his-

tory of five thousand years, and are taken out of our sacred

books, and written by me in the Greek tongue. However,
as I observe a considerable number of people give ear to

the reproaches that are uttered against lis by some who bear

ill-will to us, and disbelieve what I have written concern-

ing the antiquity of our nation, and take as a proof that

our nation is of a late date the fact that they are not

thought worthy of any mention by the most famous Greek
historians, I have thought it right to write somewhat
briefly about these matters, to convict those that so re-

proach us of spite and voluntary falsehood, and to correct

the ignorance of others, and also to instruct all those who
are desirous of knowing the truth about our antiquity. As
for the witnesses whom I shall produce for the proof

of what I say, they shall be such as are esteemed by the

Greeks to be most trustworthy as regards all antiquarian
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lore. I shall also show that those who have written re-

proachfully and falsely about us are refuted by themselves,

I shall also endeavour to give the reasons why not many
Greeks have mentioned our nation in their histories ; I shall,

however, bring those to light who have not passed over our

history, for the sake of those that either do not know or

pretend not to know them.

§ 2. First then I cannot but greatly wonder at those

who think that we must attend to none but Greeks as to

the most ancient facts, and learn the truth from them only,

and that we are not to believe ourselves or other men. For
I am convinced that the very reverse is the case, if we will

not follow vain opinions, but extract the truth from the facts

themselves. For you will find that almost all which con-

cerns the Greeks happened not long ago, nay, one may say,

is of yesterday and the day before only ; I speak of the

building of their cities, the inventions of their arts, and the

recording of their laws ; and as for their care about com-
piling histories, it is very nearly the last thing they set

about. Indeed they admit themselves that it is the Egyp-
tians the Chaldseans and the Phoenicians (for I will not

now include ourselves among those) that have preserved

the memory of the most ancient and lasting tradition. For
all these nations inhabit such countries as are least subject

to destruction from the climate and atmosphere, and they
have also taken especial care to have nothing forgotten of

what was done among them, but their history was esteemed
sacred, and ever written in the public records by men of

the greatest wisdom. Whereas ten thousand destructions

have afflicted the country which the Greeks inhabit, and
blotted out the memory of former actions ; so that, ever

beginning a new way of living, they supposed each of

them that their mode of life originated with themselves.

It was also late, and Avith difficulty, that they came to

know the use of letters. For those who would trace

their knowledge of letters to the greatest antiquity, boast
that they learned them from the Phcenicians and from
Cadmus. But nobody is able to produce any writing
preserved from that time, either in the temples or in any
other public monuments ; and indeed the time when those

lived who went to the Trojan war so many years after-
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wards is in great doubt, and it is a question whether the
G-reeks used letters at that time ; and the most prevailing
opinion, and that nearest the truth, is, that they were igno-
rant of the present way of using letters. Certainly there
is not any writing among them, which the G-reeks agree to
be genuine, ancienter than Homer's poems. And he plainly
was later than the siege of Troy : and they say that even he
did not leave his poems in writing, but that their memory
was preserved in songs, and that they were afterwards
collected together, and that that is the reason why such a
number of variations are found in them. As for those
who set about writing histories among them, such I mean
as Cadmus of Miletus,' and Acusilaus of Argos,^ and any
others that may be mentioned after him, they lived but a
short time before the Persian expedition into G-reece. More-
over, as to those who first philosophized as to things celes-

tial and divine among the Greeks, as Pherecydes the Syrian,
and Pythagoras, and Thales, all with one consent agree,

that they learned what they knew from the Egyptians and
Chaldseans, and wrote but little. And these are the things

which are supposed to be the oldest of all among the

G-reeks, and they have much ado to believe that the writ-

ings ascribed to those men are genuine.

§ 3. How can it then be other than an absurd thing for

the Greeks to be so proud, as if they were the only people
acquainted with antiquity, the only people that have handed
down the truth about those early times in an accurate

manner r* Nay, who is there that cannot easily gather from.

the Greek writers themselves, that they knew but little on
good foundation when they set about writing, but rather

jotted down their own conjectures as to facts ? Accordingly

they frequently confute one another in their o-wn books,

and do not hesitate to give us the most contradictory ac-

counts of the same things. But I should spend my time
to little purpose, if I should teach the Greeks what they

know better than me akeady, what great discrepancy there

is between Hellanicus and Acusilaus as to their genealogies,

' Miletus stood opposite the mouth of the Mseander ; the ground has

now been completely changed by the deposits of the Mseander, ;ind the

ruins of Miletus are at a distance from the sea.

^ In the Peloponnesus.
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in liow many cases Acusilans corrects Hesiod, or how
Ephorus demonstrates Hellanicus to have told lies in most
of his history ; or how Timseus in hke manner contradicts

Ephorus, and the succeeding writers Timseus, and all writers

Herodotus. Nor could Timseus agree with Antiochus and
Philistus and Callias about Sicilian history, any more
than do the several writers of the Atthidse follow one an-

other as to Athenian affairs, nor do the historians that

wrote on Argolic history coincide about the aifairs of the

Argives. And now what need I say any more about par-

ticular cities and smaller places, when in the most approved
writers of the expedition of the Persians, and of the actions

done in it, there are such great differences ? Nay, Thucy-
dides himself is accused by some as often writing what is

false, although he seems to have given us the most accu-

rate history of the affairs of his own times.

§ 4. As for the causes of such great discrepancy, many
others may perhaps appear probable to those who wish to

investigate the matter, but I attach the greatest importance

to two which I shall mention. And first I shall mention
what seems to me the principal cause, namely, the fact

that from the beginning the G-reeks were careless about
public records of what was done on each occasion, and this

would naturally pave the way for error, and give those that

wished to write on old subjects opportunity for lying. For
not only were records neglected by the other G-reeks, but
even among the Athenians themselves also, who pretend

to be Autochthons, and to have applied themselves to learn-

ing, there are no such records extant, but they say that the

laws of Draco concerning murders, which are now extant

in writing, are the most ancient of their public records, yet

Draco lived only a little before the tyrant Pisistratus. For
as to the Arcadians, who make such boasts of their anti-

quity, why need I mention them, since it was still later

before they learned their letters, and that with difficulty

also ?

§ 5. There must, therefore, naturally arise great diffe-

rences among writers, when no records existed, which
might at once inform those who desired to learn, and refute

those that would tell lies. However, we must assign a

second cause, besides the former one, for these discrepancies.
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Those wlio were the most zealous to write history were
not solicitous for the discovery of truth, although it is

very easy always to make such a profession, but they tried

to display their fine powers of writing, and in whatever
manner of writing they thought they were able to exceed

others, to that did they apply themselves. Some betook
themselves to the writing of fabulous narrations ; some
endeavoured to please cities or kings by writing in their

commendation ; others fell to finding faults with trans-

actions, or with the writers of such transactions, and
thought to make a great figure by so doing. However,
such do what is of all things the most contrary to true

history. For it is the characteristic of true history, that

aU both speak and write the same about the same things,

whereas these men, by writing differently about the same
thrQgs, thought they would be supposed to write with the

greatest regard to truth. We must indeed yield to the

Grreek writers as to language and style of composition, but

not as regards the truth of ancient history, and least of all

as to the national customs of various countries.

§ 6. As to the care of writing down the records from the

earliest antiquity, that the priests were intrusted with that

function, and philosophized about it, among the Egyptians

and Babylonians, and the Chaldseans also among the

Babylonians, and that the Phoenicians, who especially

mixed with the Greeks, made use of letters both for the

common affairs of life, and for handing down the history

of public transactions, I think I may omit any proof of

this, because all men allow it to be so. But I shall endea-

Your briefly to show that our forefathers took the same

care about writing their records (for I will not say they

took greater care than the others I spoke of), and that

they committed that office to their high priests and pro-

phets, and that these records have been written all along

down to our own times with the utmost accuracy, and
that, if it be not too bold for me to say so, our history wiU

be so written hereafter.

§ 7. For our forefathers not only appointed for that

purpose from the beginning the best of men and those

that attended upon the divine worship, but also made provi-

sion that the stock of the priests should continue unmixed
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and pure. For he who is partaker of the priesthood must
marry a wife of the same nation, without having any re-

gard to money or other honours, and he is to carefully take

his wife's genealogy from the ancient records, and procure

many witnesses to it.' And this is our practice not only in

Judsea itself, but wherever any body of men of our nation

live, and an exact account of our priests' marriages is kept

even in Egypt and Babylon, and any other place in the rest

of the world wherever any of our priests are scattered.

For they send to Jerusalem the names and pedigree of their

parents in writing, as well as those of their remoter an-

cestors, and state who are the witnesses. And if any war
breaks out, as has frequently happened before now, as

when Antiochus Epiphanes invaded our country, as also

when Pompey the Great and Quintilius Varus did so also,

and especially in the wars that have happened in our own
times, those priests that survive them compose new tables

of genealogy out of the old records, and examine into the

state of the women that remain. For they do not receive

those that have been captives, suspecting that they have
frequently had sexual intercourse with strangers. But
what is the strongest proof of oiu" accuracy in this matter
is that we have the names of our high priests from father

to son set down in our records for two thousand years.

And whatever priest violates any of these rules is pro-

hibited to stand at the altar, or to participate in any other

of our holy rites. And this is justly, or rather necessarily

done, because every one is not permitted of his own accord

to be a writer, nor is there any discrepancy in what is

written, as only prophets have written the original and
earliest accounts of things, as they learned them of God
himself by inspiration, as they have also written clearly

what happened in their own times.

§ 8. For we have not ten thousand books among us, dis-

agreeing with and contradicting one another, but only
twenty-two books, which contain the records of all time,

and are justly believed to be divine. And five of them are by
Moses, and contain his laws and the traditions of the origin

' Of this accuracy of the Jews before and in our Saviour's time, in

carefully preserving their genealogies all along, particularly those of the
priests, see Josephus' Life, § 1.—W.



BOOK I.j AGAINST APION. 181

of mankind and the subsequent history of the Jews tiU his

death. This time was little short of three thousand years.

And as to the time from the death of Moses till the reign

of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes,

the prophets who succeeded Moses wrote down what hap-
pened in their times in thirteen books ; and the remaining
four books contain hymns to G-od, and precepts for the

conduct of human life. Our history has also been written

in detail from Artaxerxes to our own times, but is not

esteemed equally authoritative as the before-mentioned

books, because there was not then an exact succession of

prophets. And how much we credit these books of ours is

evident by our action. For though so many ages have

already passed, no one has ventured either to add any
thing to them, or to take any thing from them, or to make
any change in them. But it is innate in all Jews, imme-
diately from their very birth, to esteem these books to

contain divine doctrines, and to abide by them, and, if

necessary, gladly to die for them. For many Jewish cap-

tives have frequently been seen ere now to endure racks

and deaths of all kinds in the theatres, not to say one

word against our laws and the records that contain them.

Whereas who among the Greeks would undergo the least

harm on their account, even if all the writings that are

among them were to be destroyed ? For they take them
to be narratives concocted accordiag to the inclinations of

those that write them. And they justly hold this view of

their more ancient writers, as they see some of the present

generation bold enough to write about affairs at which

they were not present, without caring to get information

about them from those who knew the circumstances. In-

deed about this late war of ours some persons have -svritten

histories and published them, without having been in the

places concerned, or having been near them when the

actions were done, but only putting a few things together

from false hearsay, and very impudently and shamelessly

calling these writings by the name of history.

§ 9. As for myself, 1 have composed a true history of

the whole war, and of all the particulars that occurred

therein, having been myself present at all its transactions.

For I acted as general of those who are called among us



182 THE WORKS OF FLAVITJS JOSBPHUS. [bOOK I.

Galilseans, as long as it was possible for us to make any

opposition. I was then arrested by the Eomans, and be-

came a captive, and Vespasian and Titus had me kept

in custody, and forced me to attend upon them con-

tinually. At first I was in bonds, but was freed from them
afterwards, and sent to accompany Titus when he went
from Alexandria to the siege of Jerusalem. And during

that time there was nothing done that escaped my know-
ledge ; for what happened in the Eoman camp I saw, and
wrote down carefuUy, and I alone took cognizance of the

news that deserters brought. Aftei-wards I had leisure at

Rome, and when all my materials were j)repared for the

work, I employed some coUaborateurs to be quite aufait in

the G-reek idioms, and so composed my history of those

transactions. And so confident was I of the truth of what
I related, that I appealed first of all to those that had the

supreme command in that war, namely, Vespasian and
Titus, as witnesses for me, for to them I presented my books

first of all, and after them to many of the Eomans who
had taken part in the war. I also sold them to many of

our own men who imderstood the Greek learning, among
whom were Julius Archelaus, the most august Herod, and
the most admirable king Agrippa himself. And all these

men bore testimony to me that I had paid the strictest

regard to truth, and they were not men who would have
disguised their real thoughts or been silent, if I, either out

of ignorance or to curry favour, had given false colours to

actions, or omitted any thing.

§ 10. Some paltry persons have indeed attempted to

calumniate my history, and taken it to be a kind of scholastic

performance for the training of young men by a strange

accusation and calumny, since it ought to be generally

known that every one who undertakes to deliver the history

of actions truly, ought to know them accurately himself

first, either from having been concerned in them himself,

or from having been informed of them by such as were
acquainted with them ; both which branches of knowledge
I may very properly claim in the composition of both my
works. For, as I said, I translated the Antiquities out of

our sacred books, which I could easily do, since I was a
priest by race, and had studied the philosophy contained
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in those writings : and as for the History of the War which
I wrote, I had been myself an actor in many of its trans-

actions, and an eye-witness of most, nor was I unacquainted
with any thing whatever that was either said or done in it.

How impudent then should those be esteemed, who under-
take to contradict me as to the truth of those affairs ! for

although they say they have perused the military notes of

both Yespasian and Titus, they could not be acquainted
with the state of things with us Jews who fought against
them.

§ 11. I have been obliged to make this digression as I
wished to expose the recklessness of those who under-
take to write histories : and I think I have sufficiently shown
that the transmitting down the history of ancient times has
been better doneby those nations which are called barbarians
than by the Greeks themselves. I now wish first to say a
few things to those who endeavour to prove that our polity

is of late date, because, as they say, the Greek writers

have said nothing about us ; after which I shall produce
testimonies for our antiquity out of the writings of

foreigners, and shall also prove that such as cast re-

proaches upon our nation do so very unjustly.

§ 12. As for ourselves, we neither inhabit a maritime
country, nor delight in commerce, nor in such intercourse

with other men as arises from it ; but the cities we dwell

in are remote from the sea, and as we have a fruitful

country to dwell in, we take pains in cultivating it ; but
our principal care of all is to educate our children weU., and
to observe the laws, and Ave think it to be the most neces-

sary business of our whole life to keep that religion that

has been handed down to us. Since, then, besides what
I have already said, we had a peculiar way of living of our
own, there was no opportunity offered us in ancient times

for such intercourse with the Greeks, as they had with the

Egyptians owing to their exports and imports, as also with

the Phoenicians, who lived by the sea- side, and were moved
by the love of lucre to trade and merchandise. Nor did

our forefathers betake themselves, as did some others, to

robbery, nor did they, in order to gain more wealth, turn

to wars, although our country contained many myriads of

men of courage. Now the Phoenicians themselves became
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known to the G-reeks from tlie first by their commerce and
navigation, and by them the Egyptians became known to

the Greeks also, as did also all those people from whom
the Phoenicians in long voyages over the seas carried wares

to the Greeks. The Medes also and the Persians after-

wards, when they were lords of Asia, became well known to

them, especially the Persians, who led their armies as far

as the other continent.^ The Thracians were also known to

the Greeks because of the nearness of their country, and
the Scythians owing to those who sailed to Pontus ;

^ for

generally speaking all the maritime nations, dwelling near
either the eastern or western seas, became most known to

those who were desirous to write history ; but such as had
their habitation further from the sea were for the most part

unknown. This appears to have been the case in Europe
also, since the city of Eome, that has for a long time been
possessed of so much power, and performed such great

actions in war, is yet never mentioned by Herodotus, nor
by Thncydides, nor by any one of their contemporaries,

and it was only late, and with great difiiculty, that the

Eomans became known to the Greeks. And those who are

reckoned the most exact historians, as Ephorus for one,

were so ignorant of the Gauls and the Spaniards, that he
supposed the Spaniards, who inhabit so great a part of the
west of the earth,' to be only one city ; and they also ven-
tured to describe as ciistoms of theirs things which they
had never either done or said. And the reason why these

writers did not know the truth was that they had no
intercourse with those nations, and the reason why they
wrote what was false was that they wished to seem to know
things which others did not know. How can it then be
any wonder, if our nation was not known to many, and
gave them no oj)portunity to mention it in their writings,

as it was so remote from the sea, and had its own jieculiar

mode of life ?

§ 13. Suppose that we thought good to apply this argu-
ment to the Greeks, that their nation is not ancient, be-

' Europe is meant.
^ On the south shore of the Black Sea.
^ The ancients did not know of America, so thought Spain the end of

the world in the west. Compare Horace, Odes, i. 36. 4.
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cause nothiiig is said of them in our records : would they
not laugh at us altogether, and probably give the same
reasons for our silence of them that I have now adduced
for their silence of us, and produce the neighbouring
nations as witnesses to their antiquity ? Now I shall en-

deavour to do this very thing. For I shall bring the
Egyptians and Phcenicians as my principal witnesses, be-
cause nobody can complain of their testimony as false. Tor
all the Egyptians in general, and of the Phoenicians the
Tyrians, are known to have borne the greatest iU-will to

us. However, I cannot say the same of the Chaldseans,
since our original ancestors were Chaldseans, and they
mention us Jews in their records because of the relation-

ship between us. Now, when I shall have made my case

good as far as concerns these, I shall show that some of the

G-reek historians have mentioned us Jews also, that those

who slander us may no longer have this pretext for con-

tradicting what I have said about our nation.

§ 14. I shall begin with the writings of the Egyptians

;

not indeed of those that have written in the Egyptian lan-

guage, which it is impossible for me to do ; but Manetho
was a man who was by race an Egyptian, but had made
himself master of the Greek learning, as is very evident

;

for he wrote the history of his own country in the Greek
tongue, translating it, as he himself says, out of their

sacred records : he also finds great fault with Herodotus
for his ignorance and false account of Egyptian affairs.

Now this Manetho, in the second book of his Egyptian
history, vrrites concerning us in the following manner. I

shall set down his very words, as if I were producing the

very man himself as a witness. " There was a king of ours

whose name was Timaus, in whose reign it came to pass, I

know not why, that God was displeased with us, and there

came unexpectedly men of ignoble birth out of the eastern

parts, who had boldness enough to make an expedition into

our country, and easily subdued it by force without a battle.

And when they had got our rulers under their power, they
afterwards savagely burnt down our cities, and demolished

the temples of the gods, and used all the inhabitants in a

most hostile manner, for they slew some, and led the

children and wives of others into slavery. At length they
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made one of themselves king, whose name was Salatis. And
he lived at Memphis,' and made both Upper and Lower
Egypt pay tribute, and left garrisons in places that were

most suitable for them. And he made the eastern parts

especially strong, as he foresaw that the Assyrians, who had
then the greatest power, would covet their kingdom, and
invade them. And as he found in the district of Sais - a

city very fit for his purpose (which lay east of the arm of

the Nile near Biibastis," and with regard to a certain theo-

logical notion was called Auaris), he rebuilt it, and made it

very strong by the walls he built round it, and by a nume-
rous garrison of two hundred and forty thousand armed
men whom he put into it to keep it. There Salatis went
every summer, partly to gather in his corn, and pay his

soldiers their wages, and partly to train his armed men and
so to awe foreigners. When he had reigned nineteen years

he died. After him reigned another, whose name was
Beon, for forty-four years. After him reigned another,

called Apachnas, thirty-six years and seven months. After

liini Apophis reigned sixty-one years, and then Janias fifty

years and one month. After all these reigned Assis forty-

nine years and two months. And these six were the first

rulers among them, who were always warring with the

Egyptians, and were very desirous to pluck up Egypt by
the roots. Their whole nation was called Htcsos, that is

shepiherd-kings ; for Htc according to the sacred dialect

denotes a king, as does Sos a shepherd and shepherds in

the ordinary dialect, and of these is comp)Ounded Htcsos.
But some say that these people were Arabians." Now, in

another copy it is said, that Htc does not denote kings,

but on the contrary captive shepherds ; for Htc again in

the Egyptian tongue, and Hac with the aspirate, expressly

denotes captives. And this seems to me the more probable

opinion, and more agreeable to ancient history. [Then
iianetho goes on,] " These people, whom we have before

named kings, the sons of those who were called shepherds,

Lind their descendants, kept possession of Egypt five hun-
dred and eleven years. After this the kings of Thebais

' Jewish War, i. 9. § 4. ' Sa el-Hagar.
^ Tell Basta, near Zagaziy.
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and of the rest of Egypt made an insurrection against the
shepherds, and a terrible and long war burst out between
them." Manetho says further, " Under a king, whose
name was Alispliragmuthosis, the shepherds were sub-
dued, and driven out of other parts of Egypt, and shut
up in a place that contained ten thousand acres. This
place was called Auaris." Manetho says further, " The
shepherds built a large and strong wall round all this

place, to keep all their possessions and spoil in security.

But Thummosis, the son of Alisphragmuthosis, made
an attempt to take them by storm and by siege, sitting

before their walls with four hundred and eighty thou-
sand men, and upon his despairing of taking the place

by siege, he made an agreement with them, that they
should all evacuate Egypt, and depart unharmed wherever
they would. Upon these conditions they went away with
their whole families and effects, being no fewer in number
than two hundred and forty thousand, and journeyed

through the wilderness from Egypt to Syria. And as they

were in fear of the Assyrians, who were then masters of Asia,

they built a city in the country now called Judjea, large

enough to contain so many myriads of mea, and called it

Jerusalem." And Manetho says, in another book of his

Egyptian history, that this nation called shepherds were
also described as captives in their sacred books. And this

account of his is correct. For feeding of sheep was the

employment of our earliest ancestors, and as they led such

a wandering life in feeding sheep, they were called shep-

herds. Nor was it again without reason that they were

called captives by the Egyptians, since our ancestor Joseph

told the king of Egypt that he was himself a captive, and
afterwards sent for his brothers to Egypt by the king's

permission. But as for these matters, I shall make a more
exact investigation into them elsewhere.

§ 15. And now I produce the Egyptians as witnesses of

the antiquity of our nation. I shall therefore set down
again what Manetho writes as to the order of the

times. He speaks as follows. " When this nation of

shepherds had gone from Egypt to Jerusalem, Tethmosis,

the king of Egypt, who drove them out, reigned after-

wards twenty-five years and four months, and then died,
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and after him liis son Cliebron took the kingdom and
reigned thirteen years. After him reigned Amenophis
twenty years and seven months. Then his sister Amessis
reigned twenty-one years and nine months. After her
reigned Mephres twelve years and nine months. After
him reigned Mephramuthosis twenty-five years and ten

months. After him reigned Thmosis nine years and eight

months. After him reigned Amenophis thirty years and
ten months. After him reigned Orus thirty-six years
and five months. Next reigned his daughter Acenchres
twelve years and one month. Next reigned her brother
Rathotis nine years. Next reigned Acencheres twelve
years and five months. Next reigned another Acencheres
twelve years and three months. After him reigned Arniais
four years and one month. After him reigned Eamesses
one year and four months. After him reigned Armesses
Miammou sixty-six years and two months. After him
Amenophis reigned nineteen years and six months. After
him reigned Sethosis, and Eamesses, who had an army of
cavalry and a navy. He appointed his brother Arniais to

be his viceroy in Egypt, and also gave him all the authority
of a king, except that he ordered him not to wear a
diadem, nor be injurious to the queen and mother of his

children, nor to meddle with the other concubines of the
king. And he himself made an expedition against Cyprus
andPhcenice,^ and another against the Assyrians and Medes,
and subdued them all, some by his arms, and some without
fighting by the terror of his great army ; and being puffed
up by the great success he had, he went on still more boldlv,

and overthrew the cities and countries that lay towards
the east. But after some time Armais, who was left in

Egypt, did all those very things without fear which his

brother had forbidden him to do, for he forced the queen,
and meddled freely with the rest of the concubines, and
at the persuasion of his friends wore a diadem, and
rose up against his brother. Then he who was set over
the priests of Egypt wrote a letter to Sethosis, and in-

formed him of all that had happened, and how his brother
had risen up against him. So he returned to Pelusium "

' Phoenicia. " Tineh. Jewish AVar, i. S, § 7.
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immediately, and recovered his kingdom again. The
country also was called Egypt after his name. For
Manetho says that Sethosis was called .3]gyptus, and that
his brother Armais was called Danaus."

§ 16. This is Manetho's account. And it is evident
from the number of years stated by him, if they are added
together, that these so-called shepherds, our ancestors,
migrated from Egypt, and inhabited Judsea, three hundred
and ninety-three years before Danaus went to Argos. And
yet the Argives look upon him as most ancient. Manetho,
therefore, bears this testimony to two points of the greatest
consequence to us from the Egyptian records ; first that
we came out of another country iato Egypt, and next that
our migration from it was so ancient in time as to have
preceded the siege of Troy almost a thousand years. But
as to those things which Manetho adds, not from the
Egyptian records, but, as he confesses himself, from some
stories of uncertain authority, I shall refute them here-

after in detail, and shall prove that they are no better than
incredible falsehoods.

§ 17. I shall now, therefore, pass from these records,

and come to those written by the Phoenicians concerning
our nation, and shall produce my proofs out of them.
There are records then among the Tyrians that take in

the history of many years, and they are public writings

kept with great exactness, and are accounts of things worth
recording done among themselves, as also of their transac-

tions with other nations. Among these it is recorded,

that the temj>le was built by king Solomon at Jerusalem,

a hundred and forty-three years and eight months before

the Tyrians built Carthage, and the building of our temple
is recorded in their archives. For Hiram, the king of

Tyre, was the friend of Solomon our king, who had in-

herited that friendship from his father.' So he was ambi-
tious to contribute to the splendour of this edifice of

Solomon's, and made him a present of a hundred and
twenty talents of gold, and also cut down the most excellent

timber of that mountain which is called Libanus, and sent

^ I read Siaocyiikvov, for the word would only be true of Solomon,

not of Hiram.
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it to liim for the roof. And Solomon not only made him
many other presents by way of return, but also gave him a

country in Galilee that was called Chabulon.' But what
mainlv cemented the friendship between them was the pas-

sion both had for wisdom ; for they sent problems to one

another, with a desire to have them unriddled, and in

these Solomon was superior to Hiram, as he was wiser in

all other respects. And many of the letters that passed

between them are still preserved among the Tyrians. Now,
to show that this account is not made up by me I shall

produce as a witness Dius, a man who is believed to have

wiitten the Phcenician history in an accurate manner.

This Dius then writes as follows in his history of the

Phoenicians. " Upon the death of Abibalus, his son Hiram
became king, and raised banks at the eastern parts of the

city, and enlarged its area, and also joined the temple of

Olympian Zeus, wliich stood before on an island by itself,

to the city, by connecting them with a causeway, and
adorned that temple with donations of gold. He moreover
went up to Libanus, and had its timber cut down for the

Imilding of temples. They also say that Solomon, when
he was king of Jerusalem, sent riddles to Hiram to guess,

and desired he would send others back for him to guess,

and he who could not guess them was to pay money to

him that did. And as Hiram agreed to the proposal, but
was not able to guess the riddles, he was obliged to pay a

great deal of money as a penalty. They also relate that

one Abdemon, a man of Tyre, guessed the riddles, and
propounded others which Solomon could not, upon which
he was obliged to repay a great deal of money to Hiram."
This is the witness which Dius bears to what I have before

said.

§ 18. And now I shall add the Ephesian Menander as

an additional witness. This Menander wrote the acts that

were done both by the G-reeks and Barbarians under every
one of the Tyrian kings, and took much pains to gather
their history from the national records. Now, when he was
writing about the kings that had reigned at Tyre, when he
came to Hiram, he speaks as follows. " Upon the death of

' Probably the district round Kalrul, Chabnlo in Galilee.
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Abibalus, Ms son Hiram succeeded to the kingdom ; he
lived fifty-three years, and reigned thirty-four. He levelled

what is called the Broad Place, and erected the golden
pillar in Zeus' temple, and also went and cut down timber
from the mountain called Libanus. namely cedar wood
for the roofs of temples. He also pulled down the old

temples, and built new ones, and consecrated temples to

Hercules and Astarte. He first built Hercules' temple in

the month Peritius, and that of Astarte when he made
his expedition against the Tityi, who would not pay him
tribute, and when he had subdued them to himself, he
returned home again. Under this king there was a

younger son of Abdemon,' who mastered the problems
which Solomon the king of Jerusalem set." Now the

time from this king to the building of Carthage is calcu-

lated as follows. " Upon the death of Hiram, Beleazarus

his son succeeded to the kingdom, who lived forty-three

years, and reigned seven years, and was succeeded by his

son Abdastratus, who lived twenty-nine years, and reigned

nine. Pour sons of his nurse plotted against him, and slew

him, the eldest of whom reigned twelve years. After them
came Astartus, the son of Delseastartus, who lived fifty-four

years, and reigned twelve. After him came his brother

Aserymus, who lived fifty-four years, and reigned nine. He
was slain by his brother Pheles, who took the kingdom, and
reigned but eight months, though he lived fiity years. He
was slain by Ithobalus, the priest of Astarte, who reigned

thirty-two years, and lived sixty-eight years. He was suc-

ceeded by his son Badezorus, who lived forty-five years,

and reigned six. He was succeeded by Matgenus his son,

who lived thirty-two years, and reigned nine. Pygmalion
succeeded him, who lived fifty-six years, and reigned forty-

seven. In the seventh year of his reign, his sister Bido

fled away from him, and buUt the city of Carthage in Libya."

So the whole time from the reign of Hiram to the building

of Carthage amounts to one hundred and fifty-five years

and eight months. Since, then, the temple was built at

Jerusalem in the twelfth year of the reign of Hiram, there

' Probably himself also called Abdemon. See § 17, and Antiq. viii.

5, §3.
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were one hundred and forty-tliree years and eight months
from the building of the temple to the building of Carthage.

What need is there then for bringing any more testimonies

out of the Phoenician histories ? For the truth is seen to

be strongly confirmed. And of course our ancestors came
into the country long before the building of the temple

;

for it was not till we had got possession of the whole

land by war that we built our temple. These points I

have clearly proved out of our sacred writings in my
Antiquities.

§ 19. I will now relate what is written about lis in the

Chaldsean histories, which have great agreement with our

books in various respects. Berosus bears me out in what
I say : he was by race a Chaldsean, and well known by the

learned on account of his jjublication of the Chaldsean

notions of astronomy and philosophy for the use of the

Greeks. This Berosus, then, following the most ancient

records, has given us a history of the flood, and of the de-

struction of mankind thereby, very similar to that of

Moses ; and of the ark wherein Noah, the founder of our

race, was preserved, when it was carried to the summit
of the Armenian mountains. He then gives us a catalogue

of the posterity of Noah, and adds the years of their chro-

nology, and at length comes down to Nabopalassar, who
was king of Babylon and of the Chaldseans, and in relating

the acts of this king he describes, " How he sent his son

Nabuchodonosor against Egypt, and against our land,

with a great army, upon his being informed that they had
revolted from him, and how he subdued them all, and set

our temple that was at Jerusalem on fire, and removed our
people entirely from their own country, and transferred

them to Babylon. So it happened that Jerusalem was
desolate for seventy years until Cyrus king of Persia."

He then says that " this Babylonian conquered Egypt, and
Syria, and Phoenice, and Arabia, and excelled in his ex-

ploits all that had reigned before him in Babylon and
Chaldaea." A little lower down Berosus adds what follows

in his history of ancient times ; I shall set down the very

words of Berosus, which are as follows. " When Nabo-
palassar, father of Nabuchodonosor, heard that the satrap

whom he had set over Egypt, and over the regions of
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Ccele-Syria and Phoenice, had revolted from him, being
unable to bear any longer the fatigues of a campaign, he
committed certain parts of his army to his son Nabucho-
donosor, who was then but young, and sent him against
the rebel. And Nabuchodonosor joined battle with him,
and conquered him, and reduced the country at once to his
dominion. And it so fell out that his father Nabopa-
lassar fell ill at this time, and died in the city of Babylon,
after he had reigned twenty-nine years. And when Nabu-
chodonosor heard, not long afterwards, that his father was
dead, he set the affairs of Egypt and the rest of the district

in order, and committed the captives he had taken from the
Jews, and Phoenicians, and Syrians, and from the nations
belonging to Egypt, to some of his friends, that they might
conduct the heavy-armed troops and the baggage to Baby-
lonia, while he himself pushed over the desert with but a
few to Babylon. And when he arrived there he found that
public affairs had been managed by the Chaldseans, and
that the principal person among them had preserved the
kingdom for him, so he was now entire master of all his

father's dominions, and ordered the captives when they
arrived there to be assigned colonies in the most convenient
places in Babylonia. As for himself, he adorned the
temple of Belus, and the other temples, in a liberal maimer,
out of the spoils he had taken in war, and rebuilt the old
city, and added another to it on the outside, and to prevent
any who should afterwards besiege it from having it in their

power to divert the river and so enter it, he built three

walls about the inner city, and three about the outer.

Some of these walls he built of burnt brick and bitumen,
and some of brick only. And when he had thus fortified

the city with walls in an excellent manner, and had adorned
the gates magnificently, he added a new palace to that which
his father had dwelt in close by it, and exceeding it in its

height and its great splendour. It would perhaps take too

much time to describe it, however, prodigiously large and
magnificent as it was, it was finished in fifteen days. Now
in this palace he erected very high walks, supported by
stone pillars, and by planting what was called a hanging
paradise, and replenishing it with all sorts of trees, he ren-

dered the prospect an exact resemblance of a mountainous
V. o
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country, to please his queen, because she had been brought

up in Media, and was fond of a mountainous situation."

§ 20. This is what Berosus relates concerning the fore-

mentioned king, as he relates many other things about him
also in the third book of his Chaldaic history, wherein he

complains of the Greek historians for supposing, without

any foundation, that Babylon was founded by Semiramis

the queen of Assyria, and for falsely stating that those won-
derful things there were her workmanship. And indeed in

these aifairs the Chaldaic history cannot but be the most
credible. Moreover, we meet with a confirmation of what
Berosus says in the archives of the Phoenicians, concerning

this king of the Babylonians, that he ^ conquered Syria and
all Phoenice. As to these things Philostratus agrees with

the others in his history, when he mentions the siege

of Tyre ; as does Megasthenes also in the fourth book of

his Indian history, wherein he tries to prove that the fore-

mentioned king of the Babylonians was superior to Her-
cules in strength and in the greatness of his exploits ; for

he says that he conquered a great part of Libya and Iberia
^

also. Now, as to what I have said before about the temple

at Jerusalem, that it was burnt by the Babylonian army,

and began to be rebuilt again when Cyrus got the kingdom
of Asia, shall now be proved clearly from what Berosus
adds further, for he says as follows in his third book.
" Nabuchodonosor, after he had begun to build the fore-

mentioned wall, fell ill, and departed this life, when he had
reigned forty-three years. And his son Evilmerodach ob-

tained the kingdom. He reigned in a lawless and high-

handed manner, and had a plot laid against him by Neri-

glissoor, his sister's husband, and was slain by him when
he had reigned two years. After he was slain, Neriglissoor,

who had plotted against him, succeeded him in the kingdom,
and reigned four years ; and his son Laborosoarchod ob-

tained the kingdom, though he was but a lad, and kept it

nine months, but because he seemed in most respects an
ill-disposed lad, he was beaten to death by his friends.

After his death the conspirators assembled together, and

' ReadiDg ikiXvo^.
'' South of the Caucasus, between the Black Sea and the Caspian.
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by common consent put the crown upon the head of Nabon-
nedus, a Babylonian who had taken part in the insurrection

against Laborosoarchod. It was in his reign that the walls

of the city of Babylon near the river were handsomely
built of bmmt brick and bitumen. But in the seventeenth
year of his reign, Cyrus came out of Persia with a great

army, and having already conquered all the rest of Asia,

marched into Babylonia. When Nabonnedus perceived he
was coming to attack him, he met him with his forces, and
joined battle with him, and was beaten, and fled away with
a few of his troops with him, and was shut up within the city

of Borsippus.' Thereupon Cyrus took Babylon, and gave
orders that the outer walls of the city should be demolished,

because the city had proved very troublesome and hard to

liim to take. He then marched away to Borsippus to besiege

Nabonnedus ; but as Nabonnedus did not wait for a siege,

but delivered himself first into his hands, he was kindly

treated by Cyrus, who gave him Carmania ^ to dwell in, but
sent him out of Babylonia. And Nabonnedus spent the

rest of his time in that country, and there died."

§ 21. This account states the truth as in our books. For
it is written in them that Nabuchodonosor in the eigh-

teenth year of his reign destroyed our temple, and that it

remained in that state for fifty years ; but that in the second

year of the reign of Cyrus its foundations were laid again,

and it was finished in the second year of the reign of

Darius. I will now add the records of the Phoenicians

;

for we must not omit to give abundance of proofs. The
following is the computation of the chronology. " Nabu-
chodonosor besieged Tyre for thirteen years, in the days of

Ithobalus their king. After him reigned Baal ten years.

After him were judges appointed, who judged the people,

as Ecnibalus, the son of Baslachus, two months, Chelbes,

the son of Abdseus, ten months, Abbar, the high priest,

three months, Mytgonus and G-erastratus, the sons of

Abdelemus, were judges six years. After them Balatorus

reigned one year ; after whose death they sent and fetched

Merbalus from Babylon, who reigned four years. After

' Borsippa, Birs Nimrud, on the Tigris.

^ On the northern side of the Persian Gulf; it included parts of

Laristan, Kirman and Moghistan.
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his death they sent for his brother Hiram, who reigned

twenty years. Under his reign Cyrus became king of

Persia." So that the whole time is fifty-four years and
three months ; for Nabuchodonosor began to besiege Tyre
in the seventh year of his reign, and Cyrus the Persian took

the kingdom in the fourteenth year of the reign of Hiram.
And so the records of the Chaldseans and Tyrians agree

with our writings about the temple, and the testimonies

here produced are an admitted and indisputable attestation

to the antiquity of our nation. And I suppose that what
I have already said will be sufiicient for such as are not very

contentious.

§ 22. Biit now it is proper to satisfy the desire of those

who disbelieve the records of barbarians, and think none
but Greeks worthy of credit, and to produce many of those

very Greeks who were acquainted with our nation, and to

quote such as, when occasion demanded, have made mention
of us in their writings. Pythagoras then of Samos,^ who
lived in very ancient times, and was esteemed superior to

all philosophers in wisdom and piety towards God, plainly

not only knew of our doctrines, but was to a very great

degree an admirer of them. There is not indeed extant

any admitted writing of his, but many have written his

history, of whom Hermippus is the most celebrated, who
was a person very painstaking in all sorts of history.

Now Hei-mippus, in his first book concerning Pythagoras,
speaks as follows. "Pythagoras, upon the death of one of

his intimate friends, whose name was Calliphon, a native

of Crotona,^ aifirmed that this man's soul conversed with
him both night and day, and enjoined him not to pass over

a place where an ass had fallen down, as also not to drink
such waters as caused thirst again, and to abstain from all

railing." After which he adds the following words. " This
he did and said in imitation of the doctrines of the Jews
and Thracians, which he transferred into his own philo-

sophy." For it is very truly affirmed of this Pythagoras,
that he transferred a great many of the ideas of the Jews
into his own philosophy. Nor was our nation unknown of

' The island. Jewish War, i. 21, § 11.
' Cotrone, in Southern Italy.
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old to several of the Greek cities, indeed it was thought
worthy of imitation by some of them. This is shown by
Theophrastus, in his writings concerning laws. For he says

that the laws of the Tyrians forbid men to swear foreign

oaths ; am.ong which he enumerates several others, and par-

ticularly that called Corban ; which oath can only be found
among the Jews, and signifies, as one may say, when trans-

lated from the Hebrew, A gift of Grod. Nor indeed was Hero-
dotus of Halicarnassus ' unacquainted with our nation, but
clearly mentions us in the following passage in his second
book,^ speaking about the Colchians.^ His words are as

follows. " The only people circumcised originally were the

Colchians, the Egyptians, and the Ethiopians. For the

Phcenicians, and those Syrians that are in Palestine, confess

that they learned it from the Egyptians. As for those Sy-

rians who live near the rivers Thermodon * and Parthenius,^

and their neighbours the Macrones, they say they learned

it recently from the Colchians. And these are the only

people that are circumcised among mankind, and appear to

have acted in the same way as the Egyptians. As for the

Egyptians and Ethiopians themselves, I am not able to say

which of them learnt the practice from the other." Thus
Herodotus says that the Syrians that are in Palestine prac-

tise circumcision ; but there are no inhabitants of Palestine

that are circumcised except the Jews ; and so Herodotus
must have known and spoken of them. Chcsrilus also, a still

older writer, and a poet, mentions of our nation that it shared

in the expedition of Xerxes king of the Persians against

Greece. Por in his enumeration of all the nations that did so,

he last of all inserts ours among the rest, when he says, " Be-

hind there passed over a people, wonderful to look at, who
spoke the Phoenician tongue with their mouths ; they dwelt

among the mountains of Solyma near a broad lake : their

heads were rough and shaven all round, and on the top

of them they wore the smoke-dried hides of horses' heads."

K^ow I think it is evident to everybody that Choerilus means

' BAdrum, on the south-west coast of Asia Minor.
" Herodotus, ii. 104.
^ On the east and south-east shores of the Black Sea.
•• Thermeh, one of the rivers of Pontus, east of Sanisun.
' A river of Papblagonia, now the Bartan Su.
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US, because the mountains of Solyma ' are in our country,

whichwe inhabit, as is also the lake called Asphaltitis, which
is a broader and larger lake than any other that is in Syria

:

and so Choerilus makes mention of us. And that not only

the commonest G-reeks,but those that areheld in the greatest

admiration for their philosophy, both knew and admired
the Jews, when they fell in with any of them, is easy

to show. For Clearchus, who was a pupil of Aristotle,

and inferior to none of the Peripatetics, says in his first

book concerning sleep, that Aristotle his master related

what follows of a Jew, and sets down Aristotle's own ac-

count, which is as follows. "It would be too long to re-

cite a great part of what this Jew said, but it may not be
amiss to quote what includes in it both wonder and philo-

sophy. Know clearly, said he, Hyperochides, I shall seem
to thee to relate things like dreams. Then Hyperochides
answered modestly, and said, For that very reason all of

us desire to hear what you are going to say. Then, replied

Aristotle, according to the rule of the rhetoricians, let us
first give an account of the man's nation, that so we may
not disobey our masters in our narrative. Then said Hypero-
chides, Say whatever you please. This man then [answered
Aristotle] was by race a Jew, and came from Coele-Syria ;

^

these Jews are descendants of the Indian philosophers.

For philosophers are called by the Indians Calani, and by
the Syrians Judsei, getting that name from the country they
inhabit, which is called Judaea. And the name of their city

is a very strange one, for they call it Jerusalem. Now this

man, being hospitably treated by a great many, and coming
down from the interior of the country to the parts near

the sea, was a Greek not only in his language, but in his

soul also. And when we ourselves dwelt in Asia at that

time, he came to the same places where we were and con-

versed with us, and with other philosophical persons, and
tested their wisdom. And as he had lived with many learned

men, he communicated to us more information than he re-

ceived from us." This is Aristotle's account of the matter,

as given us by Clearchus, and Aristotle spoke also of the

' The mountains of Judsea are apparently intended.

= The Yalley between Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon. Jewish War,
i.4,§8.
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great and wonderful self-denial of this Jew in his diet and
chaste way of living. And those that please may learn
more about him from Clearchus' hook itself : for I avoid
quoting any more than is sufficient for my purpose. Now
Clearchus said this, and made mention of us, by way of
digression, for his main design was of another nature. But
Hecataeus of Abdera,' who was both a philosopher and very
competent in active life, and was a contemporary of king
Alexander in his youth, and was afterwards associated with
Ptolemy the son of Lagus, did not write about the Jewish
affairs cursorily only, but composed an entire book about
the Jews themselves, from which book I intend to extract
briefly a few things of which I have been treating. And
first I shall show the time when this Hecatseus lived ; for

he mentions the fight between Ptolemy and Demetrius
near Graza,^ which was fought the eleventh year after the
death of Alexander, and in the one hundred and seven-

teenth Olympiad, as Castor says in his history. For when
he had mentioned that Olympiad, he says, " In this

Olympiad Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, beat in battle at

G-aza Demetrius, the son of Antigonus, who was called

PoUorcetes." Now it is agreed by everybody that Alex-
ander died in the hundred and fourteenth Olympiad. It

is therefore evident that our nation flourished in his time,

and in the time of Alexander. Again Hecataeus speaks as

follows. " Ptolemy got possession of the places in Syria

after the battle at Gaza ; and many men, when they heard
of Ptolemy's moderation and humanity, wished to go with
him to Egypt, and to share his fortunes ; one of whom
(Hecatseus says) was Hezekiah, the high priest of the Jews,

a man of about sixty-six years of age, held in great esteem
among his own people, and a very sensible man, and a
very good speaker, and very skilful in the management of

affairs, if any one ever was ; and yet, he says, all the priests

of the Jews, who took tithes of the products of the earth,

and managed public affairs, were in number about fifteen

hundred." Hecatseus mentions this Hezekiah a second

time, and says, "As he received this honour, and became

' A town on the south coast of Thrace.
' Ghuiseh. Jewish War, i. 4, § 2.
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intimate witb. us, he took some of those that were with

him, and read to them all the difference between their

habits and ours, as he had our habitation and polity down
in writing." HecataBus shows again what regard we pay to

our laws, and that we resolve to endure any thing rather

than transgress them, because we think it right to act so.

" And so (he adds) although the Jews are in bad reputa-

tion among their neighbours, and among all strangers that

Tisit them, and have been often treated very badly by the

kings and satraps of Persia, yet can they not be dissuaded

from acting as they think right, but in their forlorn condi-

tion most bravely bear the torments inflicted upon them,

and the most terrible kinds of death, on this account, and
will not renounce the religion of their forefathers." Heea-
taeus also affords not a few proofs of this obstinacy of theirs

in regard to their laws. For he says, " Wlien Alexander
was once at Babylon, and purposed to rebuild the temple of

Belus that was fallen to decay, and so commanded all his

soldiers ahke to bring earth there, the Jews and they only

would not comply with that command, but underwent
many stripes and suffered great punishments, till the king
forgave them, and permitted them to live in quiet." He
adds further, "That when the Macedonians went into

their country, and constructed temples and altars, the

Jews demolished them all, and either paid the penalty to

the satraps, or sometimes obtained forgiveness. He adds
further, " That these men deserve to be admired on that

account." He also speaks of the poj)ulousness of our nation,

and says, " That the Persians formerly carried away many
myriads of our people to Babylon, as also that not a few
myriads were removed after Alexander's death into Egypt
and Phoenice, because of an insurrection that arose in

Syria." The same Hecatseus has recorded in his history

the extent of the country which we inhabit, as well as its

beauty ; for he says, " The land which the Jews inhabit

contains three millions of arourse,' and is generally of most

' This number of arourie, or Egyptian acres, as contained in tlie

country of Judtea, will be about one-tliird of tlie entire number of
aroura; in the whole land of Judaea, supposing it 160 miles long, and
.seventy miles broad; which estimation, for the fruitful parts of it, as

perhaps here in Hecata'us, is not therefore very wide from the truth.
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excellent and fruitful soil ; for such are the dimensions of

Judsea." Moreover, that we have inhabited from the most
ancient times the most beautiful and large city of Jerusalem,

as also about our population, and about the construction of

the temple, he speaks as follows. " There are many strong-

holds and villages in the country of Judsea ; and one strong

city there is, about fifty furlongs in circumference, which is

inhabited by about a hundred and twenty thousand men

;

they call it Jerusalem. There is about the middle of the

city an enclosure of stone, in length five hundred feet, and
in breadth a hundred cubits, with two gates. And in this

enclosure is a square altar, not made of hewn stone, but
merely composed of unwrought stones gathered together,

having each side twenty cubits long, and in height ten

cubits. Hard by it is a large edifice, wherein is an altar

and candlestick both of gold, two talents in weight. Upon
these is a Ught that is never extinguished either by night

or day. And there is no image or votive offering therein

at all, nor is there any thing planted there at all, as grove

or any thing else of the kind. The priests stay in the

temple both nights and days, performing certain purifi-

cations, and drinking not the least drop of wine while they

are in the temple." Moreover he attests that we Jews
served in the army under king Alexander, and afterwards

under his successors. I will add further what he says

happened in the case of a man who was a Jew, when he

was himself on the same expedition. His words are as

follows. " As I was myself going to the Eed Sea, we
were accompanied by a man whose name was Mosollamus,

who was one of the Je'vvish horsemen who conducted us

;

he was a person of great courage, and of a strong body.

The fifty furlongs in compass foi- tlie city of Jerusalem presently are

not very wide from the truth also, as Josephus himself, Jewish War, v".

4, § 3, makes its wall thirty-three furlongs, besides the suburbs and

gardens; naj', he says, v. 12, § 2, that Titus' wall about it, at some
small distance, after the gardens and suburbs were destoyed, was not

less than thirty-nine furlongs. Nor perhaps were its constant inha-

bitants, in the days of Hecatoeus, many more than these 120,000, because

room was always to be left for vastly greater numbers which came up at

the three great festivals ; to say nothing of the probable increase in

their number between the days of Hecataeus and Josephus, which was

at least 300 years.—W.
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and allowed by all to be the most skilful archer either

among the Greeks or barbarians. Now this man, as

many were passing along the road, and a certain augur
was observing a bird for the purpose of augury, and
required them all to stand still, inquired why they halted.

Thereupon the augur showed him the bird from which
he was taking his augury, and told him, if the bird

stayed where it was, they ought all to stand still, but if it

got up and flew on they must go forward, but if it flew

back, they must retire again. Mosollamus made no reply,

but drew his bow, and shot at the bird, and hit it, and
killed it. And as the augur and some others were very

angry, and uttered imprecations against him, he answered

them as follows. " Why are you so mad as to take this

most unhappy bird into your hands ? for how can this bird

give us any true information concerning our march, seeing

that it could not foresee how to save itself ; for had it been
able to foreknow the future, it would not have come to

this place, but would have been afraid that Mosollamus
the Jew would shoot at it, and kill it." But of Hecatseus'

testimonies I have said enough : for such as desire to know
more of them can easily peruse his book. However, I

shall not shrink from naming Agatharchides, who has

mentioned us Jews, though in way of derision at our sim-

plicity, as he supposes it to be, in narrating about Strato-

nice, how she went out of Macedonia into Syria, and left

her husband Demetrius, though Seleucus would not marry
her as she expected, and how, while he was raising an army
at Babylon, she stirred up an insurrection at Antioch

j

and how, upon the king's return and capture of Antioch,

she fled to Seleucia,' and though it was in her power to

sail away immediately, listened to a dream that forbade

her to do so, and so was taken and put to death. When
Agatharchides had related this story, and jested at Strato-

nice for her superstition, he gives a similar examj)le of

what was reported about us, and writes as follows. "There
are a people called Jews, who dwell in the strongest of all

cities, which its inhabitants call Jerusalem, who are accus-

tomed to rest every seventh day,^ at which times they do
^ Heleucia, the port of Antioch, near the mouth of the Oronles.
^ A glorious testimony this of the observation of the Sabbath by the-
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not carry arms, nor meddle with, husbandry, nor attend
to any of the affairs of life, but spread out their hands
in their temple, and pray till the evening. Now when
Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, came into this city with his

army, these men observed this mad custom of theirs in-

stead of guarding the city, and so their country had to

submit to a bitter lord, and their law was openly proved
to have a foolish practice. This event taught all other

men but the Jews to disregard dreams, and traditional

fancies of their law, when in the uncertainty of human
reason they were at a loss what to do." Now this be-

haviour of ours seem^s ridiculous to Agatharchides, but it

will appear great and worthy of many encomiums, to such
as consider it without prejudice, that any people should

constantly prefer the observation of their laws, and their

religion towards God, to the preservation of themselves

and their country.

§ 23. Next, I think I can prove that some writers have

omitted to mention our nation, not because they knew no-

thing of us, but because they envied us, or for some other

unjustifiable reasons. For Hieronymus, who wrote the

history of [Alexander's] successors, lived at the same time

as Hecatseus, and was a friend of king Antigonus, and was
governor of Syria. But Hecatseus wrote an entire book
concerning us, while Hieronymus nowhere mentions us in

his history, although he was bred up very near the places

where we live. So different are the views of men ; while

the one thought we deserved careful attention, some ill-

disposed passion blinded the other's mind so entirely, that

he could not discern the truth. However, these records of

the Egyptians and Chaldseans and Phoenicians, and so

many of the G-reek writers in addition to them, are certainly

sufiicient to prove our antiquity. Moreover, besides those

I have mentioned, Theophilus, and Theodotus, and Mnaseas,

and Aristophanes, and Hermogenes, and Euhemerus, and
Conon, and Zopyrion, and perhaps several others (for I

have not perused all books), have made no mere incidental

mention of us. It is true that most of those I have men-

Jews. See Antiq. xvi. 2, § 4, and 6, g 2 ; Life, § 54 ; and Jewish War,
it. 9, § 12.—W.
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tioned have made mistakes about the true history of our
nation in the earliest times, because they had not perused

our sacred books ; but all of them in common have borne

testimony to our antiquity, the subject which I am now
treating. And Demetrius Phalereus, and the elder Philo,

and Eupolemus, have not greatly deviated from, absolute

correctness. Their mistakes ought therefore to be forgiven

them ; for it was not in their power to follow our writings

with entire accuracy.

§ 24. One main point still remains of those I at first

proposed to speak about, and that is to show that the

calumnies and reproaches, which some have thrown upon
our nation, are lies, and to make use of those writers'

own testimonies against themselves. For that this has

happened to many other authors, because of their ill-will

to some people, I think is not unknown to such as have
read histories with sufficient care. For some writers have
endeavoured to tarnish the lustre of nations and most
glorious cities, and to cast reproaches upon certain forms
of government. Thus Theopompus railed against Athens,

and Polycrates against Lacedsemon, as he that wrote the

Tripoliticus (who is not Theopompus, as is supposed by
some) did against Thebes.' Timseus also in his histories has
greatly railed against those states I have mentioned and
against others also. And they act so chiefly when they
have to deal with people of the greatest reputation, some
out of envy and malignity, and others supposing that

by their novel style of writing they may be thought
worthy of being remembered themselves. And indeed

they do by no means fail of this hope among foolish

people, but men of sober judgment censure their great

malignity.

§ 25. Now the Egyptians were the first that cast re-

proaches upon us ; and some others, wishing to please them,
attempted to pervert the truth, who would neither own
that our forefathers went into Egypt from another country,

as the fact was, nor would give the true account of our
departure from thence. And indeed the Egyptians had
many reasons to hate and envy us, first because our ances-

' Thebes in Boeotia.
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tors ^ ruled over their country, and when they removed
from Egypt to their own country again, lived there in

prosperity ; and next the difference between our religion

and theirs excited great animosity in them, as our mode of

divine worship did as much exceed that which their laws
appointed, as the nature of God exceeds that of brute
beasts. For it is the common custom of their country to

esteem animals as gods, although they differ individually

in the worship they pay to them, being men entirely stupid

and foolish, accustomed from the beginning to have erro-

neous ideas about the gods. For they could not induce
themselves to imitate the dignity of our theology, but
when they saw us approved of by many, they were moved
with envy. For some of them proceeded to that degree

of folly and meanness, that they did not scruple to con-

tradict their own ancient records, nay, to contradict them-
selves also in their writings, and yet were so blinded by
their passions as not to discern it.

§ 26. I will now turn my discourse to one of their prin-

cipal writers, whom I quoted a little before as a witness to

our antiquity, I mean Manetho. Now he, having under-

taken to interpret the Egyptian history out of the sacred

writings, first stated that our ancestors had come into

Egypt, many myriads in number, and subdued its inhabi-

tants, and then himself confessed that they went out of

that country some time afterwards and settled in the

country which is now called Judsea, and founded Jeru-

salem and built the temple. Now thus far he followed

the ancient records, but afterwards he permitted himself,

that he might say he had recorded ^ the legends and stories

current about the Jews, to introduce incredible narrations,

wishing to mix up with us the multitude of the Egyptians,

who were lepers, and were condemned for other distem-

pers, as he says, to flee from Egypt. For he mentions

king Amenophis, a fictitious name, and so he durst not

set down the number of years of his reign, though he

had accurately done so as to the other kings he mentions,

^ The Phoenician shepherds, whom Josephus mistook for the Israelites..

See § 16.—W.
'' I read 0avai ypd\l/at.
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and ascribes certain fabulous stories to this king, having

pretty well forgotten what he had before related, that

the departure of the shepherds for Jerusalem was five

hundred and eighteen years before ; for Tethmosis was

king when they departed. Now the reigns of the kings

afterwards, according to Manetho, amounted to three hun-

dred and ninety-three years, to the two brothers Sethos and
Hermseus, of whom the one Sethos was also called .^gyptus,

and the other Hermseus was called Danaus. He also says

that Sethos expelled Hermseus from Egypt, and reigned

fifty-nine years, and that his eldest son Eampses reigned

after him sixty-six years. When Manetho had therefore

acknowledged that our forefathers had gone out of Egypt
so many years before, he then introduces his fictitious

king Amenophis, and says that he desired to see the gods,

as Orus, one of his predecessors in the kingdom, had done,

and that he communicated his desire to his namesake
Amenophis, the son of Paapis, who seemed to partake

of a divine nature both as to wisdom and the know-
ledge of the future. Manetho adds that this namesake of

his told him that he might see the gods, if he would clear

the whole country of the lepers and other impure people
;

and that the king was pleased with this answer, and
got together all that had any defect in their bodies in

Egypt (the number of whom was eighty thousand), whom
he sent to the quarries which were on the east side of the

Nile, that they might work in them, and might be sepa-

rated from the rest of the Egyptians. He says also that

there were some of the learned priests among them afilicted

with the leprosy. Now this Amenophis, the wise man and
seer, was afraid that the gods would be angry at him and
at the king, if violence should appear to have been offered

these afflicted persons ; and he also added that certain people

would come to the assistance of these impure persons, and
would be masters of Egypt for thirteen years. However,
he durst not tell the king of these things, but he left

Si writing behind him about all these matters, and then
slew himself. And the king was disconsolate. After which
Manetho writes as follows verbatim. "After those that were
sent to work in the quarries had continued in that miser-

able state for a long while, the king being asked that he
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would set apart the city of Auaris,' which was then left

empty of shepherds, for their habitation and protection,

granted what was asked. Now this city, according to the
ancient theology, was Typhon's city. And when these

men had got into it, and found the place fit for a revolt,

they appointed as their leader one of the priests of Helio-

polis," whose name was Osarsiph, and they took oaths that

they would be obedient to him in all things. And he first

drew up the following laws for them, that they should
neither worship the Egyptian gods, nor keep their hands off

any of those sacred animals which the Egyptians held in

the highest esteem, but kill and destroy them all, and that

they should associate with none but those that belonged to

their confederacy. After having made such laws as these

and very many more, mostly contrary to the customs of

the Egyptians, he gave orders that the many hands they
had should build walls round their city, and make them-
selves ready for a war against king Amenophis. He next,

in co-operation with the other priests and polluted persons,

sent messengers to those shepherds who had been driven out

of the land by Tethniosis to the city called Jerusalem ; and
informed them of the state of his own affairs, and of those

others who had been treated in an ignominious manner,
and begged that they would join him with one accord

in an expedition against Egypt. He also promised that

he would first restore them, to their ancestral city of

Auaris, and provide plentiful maintenance for their mul-
titudes, and that he would fight for them when neces-

sary, and would easily bring the district under their

dominion. And they were all very glad at this message,

and set out with zeal all together, being in number two
hundred thousand men, and soon reached Auaris. And
Amenophis, the king of Egypt, on being informed of their

approach, was in great concern, remembering what Ameno-
phis, the son of Paapis, had foretold him. And first he
assembled the multitude of the Egyptians, and took

counsel with their leaders, and had the sacred animals that

were chiefly worshipped in their temples brought to him-
self, and particularly charged the priests that they should

' Now Haoudr. ' Matarlyeh, N.N.E. of Caii-o.
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hide the images of the gods with the utmost care. He also

sent his son Sethos (who was also called Eamesses after

his father Eampses), who was only five years old, to a.

friend of his. He then passed on with the rest of the

Egyptians, who were three hundred thousand of the most
warlike, and met the enemy, but did not join battle with

them, but thinking that would be to fight against the

gods, returned back and went to Memphis,' where he took

Apis and the other sacred animals that he had had sent

for, and at once marched into Ethiopia with his whole
army and multitude of Egyptians. Tor the king of

Ethiopia was under an obligation to him, so he received

him, and took care of all the multitudes that were with
him, for the district supplied all that was necessary for

the food of the men. He also allotted them sufficient cities

and villages for the fated thirteen years of exile from the
king's dominions. Moreover, he stationed his Ethiopian
army as a guard for king Amenophis and his men on the

borders of Egypt. Such was the state of things in Ethiopia.

But the people of Jerusalem, when they invaded Egypt
with the polluted Egyptians, treated the people in such a

barbarous manner, that their conquest seemed the worst of

evils to those who beheld at the time their impious deeds.

For they not only set cities and villages on fire, and were not
satisfied with being guilty of sacrilege and destroying the
wooden images of the gods, but also used them continually

in roasting the sacred animals that used to be worshipped,

and forced the priests and prophets to be the sacrificers

and slayers of those animals, and then ejected them from
the country naked. It is also reported, that the priest,

who founded their polity and laws, was a native of Helio-

polis, and that his name was Osarsiph, from Osiris, who
was the god of Heliopolis, but that, when he had gone
over to these people, his name was changed, and he was
called Moses."

§ 27. This and much more, which I omit for the sake of

brevity, do the Egyptians relate about the Jews. And
Manetho says again that Amenophis returned from
Ethiopia after this with a great army, as did his son

' Jewish War, i. 9, § 4.
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Rampses with an army also, and that both of them joined
hattle with the shepherds and the polluted people, and beat
them, and slew a great many of them, and pursued them as
far as the borders of Syria. These and similar accounts are
written by Manetho. But I shall prove that he writes
foolishly and tells evident lies, after I have first made a re-

mark which will bear on what I am going to say about
him. This Manetho has conceded and admitted that our
nation was not originally Egyptian, but had come from
another country, and subdued Egypt, and then went away
again out of it. And I shall endeavour to prove from
Manetho's own account that those Egyptians, who were
thus diseased in their bodies, were not associated with us
afterwards, and that Moses, the leader of the people, was
not one of them, but lived many generations earlier.

§ 28. Now as to the first statement in his romance,
Manetho supposes what is ridiculous. He says that " king
Amenophis desired to see the gods." What gods, pray, did
he desire to see r" If he meant the gods whom their laws
ordered to be worshipped, as the ox, and the goat, and the
crocodiles, and the dog-faced baboons, he saw them already

;

but how could he see the heavenly gods ? And why had
he this desire ? Because, by Zeus, another king before him
had already seen them ! He had therefore learned from
him what sort of gods they were, and how he had seen
them, so that he did not stand in need of any new artifice.

Furthermore, Manetho tells us that this prophet, by whom
the king thought to compass his design, was a wise man.
If so, how came he not to know that his desire was imjjos-

sible ? for the event did not come off. And what grounds
had he to suppose that the gods could not be seen because
of people's maims in their bodies or leprosy ? for the gods
are not angry at the imperfection of bodies, but at wicked
acts. And as to eighty thousand persons, who were
either lepers or otherwise afflicted, how is it possible

they could have been gathered together in one day ? Nay,
how came the king not to comply with the prophet ? For his

injunction was, that those that were maimed should be ex-

pelled from Egypt, while the king only sent them to work
in the quarries, as if he were rather in want of labourers

than intended to purge the country. Manetho says also that

V. P
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the projihet slew himself, foreseeing the anger of the gods,

and the events which would come to jsass in Egypt after-

wards, and that he left his prediction for the king in writ-

ing. But how came it to pass that the prophet did not

foreknow his own death at first ? nay, how came he not to

contradict the king at once when he desired to see the

gods? how was that fear of evils that were not to happen
in his lifetime reasonable ? nay, what worse thing could

he have suffered, which made him in such a haste to

kill himself ? But now let us see the silliest thing of all.

Although the king had been informed of these things, and
terrified with the fear of what was to come, yet did he not

even then eject these maimed people out of his country,

though it had been foretold him that he was to clear

Egypt of them ; but, as Manetho says, " he then, upon
their request, gave them that city to inhabit, which had
formerly been inhabited by the shepherds, and was called

Auaris. And when they had gone there en masse (he

continues), they chose one who had formerly been a

jjriest, and native of Heliopolis, to be their leader, and he
ordered them neither to worship the Egyptian gods, nor
to keep their hands off those animals that were wor-
shipped by the Egyptians, but to kill and eat them all,

and to associate with nobody but those who belonged
to their confederacy; and he bound the multitude by
oaths that they would verily abide by his laws ; and when
he had fortified Auaris, he made war against the king."

Manetho also adds that "this priest sent to Jerusalem,

to invite the people there to come to his assistance, and
promised to give them Auaris ; for it had belonged to

the forefathers of those who would come from Jerusalem
;

for they might make it their 2>oint d'appid, and get
possession of all Egypt." He says also that " they came
with an army of two hundred thousand men, and that
Amenophis, the king of Egypt, not thinking that he ought
to fight against the gods, ran away at once into Ethiopia,

and committed Apis and some other of their sacred

animals to the priests, and commanded them to take care

of them." He says next that "the people of Jerusalem
came and overthrew their cities, and burnt their temples,

and slew their horsemen, and in short abstained from no
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sort of wickedness or barbarity. As for tbe priest who
settled their polity and their laws, he was (he says) a
native of Heliopolis, and his name was Osarsiph, from
Osiris the god of Heliopolis, but he changed his name, and
called himself Moses." He then says that " in the thirteenth

year afterwards Amenopliis, according to the fated time
of the duration of his exile, set out from Ethiopia with a

great army, and fought a battle with the shepherds and
the polluted people, and overcame them, and slew a great

many of them, and pursued them as far as the borders of

Syria."

§ 29. Here again Manetho does not reflect upon the

improbability of his false account. For even if the lepers

and the multitude with them were before angry with the

king, and with those who had treated them so badly, ac-

cording to the prediction of the prophet, yet when they had
come out of the quarries, and had received from the king

a city and district, they would certainly have grown milder

towards him. But if they did hate him, they might have

laid a private plot against himself, but would hardly have

made war against all the Egyptians, because of the great

quantity of kinsfolk they must have had, as they were so

numerous. Moreover, if they had resolved to fight with

the men, they woiild not have dared to fight against their

gods, nor would they have made laws quite contrary to

those of their own country in which they had been them-
selves bred up. But we ought to feel beholden to Manetho,

in that he does not make those that came from Jerusalem

the ringleaders in this lawlessness, but says that it was
the Egyptians themselves, and that it was their priests who
mainly contrived these things, and made the multitude take

their oaths. But how absurd it is to suppose that none of

these people's own relations or friends could be prevailed

upon to revolt, or to undergo the hazards of war with them,

and that they sent to Jerusalem for these polluted people,

and got auxiliaries from thence ! What friendship, pray,

or what relations had there formerly been between them ?

Why, on the contrary, these people were enemies, and
differed from them in most of their customs. And he says

that they complied immediately, upon their promising

them that they should occupy Egypt, as if they did not
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themselves very well know the state of the country out of

which they had been driven by force. Now had these men
been in want or misery, perhaps they might have under-

taken so hazardous an enterprize, but as they dwelt in a

rich city, and had a large territory, and one better than

Egypt itself, how was it at all likely that for the sake of

those who had of old been their enemies, and for those who
were maimed in their bodies, whom none of their own rela-

tions would endure, they should run such hazards in

assisting them ? Tor they could not of course foresee that

the king would run away from them. Nay, Manetho
says himself, that " Amenophis' son had three hundred
thousand men with him, and met them at Pelusium." '

Now those that came could not be ignorant of all this ; and
how could they possibly conjecture that the king would
repent and flee ? He then says that those who made
this invasion from Jerusalem, when they got Egypt into

their possession, perpetrated many dreadful actions. And
he reproaches them about these things, as though he had
not himself introduced them as enemies, or as though he
might justly accuse such as were invited from another

place for so doing, when the native Egyptians had done
the same things themselves before their coming, and had
taken oaths so to do !

" However, Amenophis (he adds)
some time afterwards came upon them, and conquered
them in battle, and slew his enemies, and drove them before

him as far as Syria." As if Egypt were so easily taken by
people that came from any place whatever, and as if those

that had just conquered it by war, though they knew that

Amenophis was alive, neither fortified the passes from
Ethiopia into it, although they had great opportunity for

doing so, nor got their other forces ready for their de-

fence. " But (he says) he followed them over the sand
of the desert, slaying them all the way, as far as Syria."

Now it is plainly no easy thing for an army to cross the
desert even without fighting.

§ 30. Our nation, therefore, according to Manetho, was
not derived from Egypt, nor were any of the Egyptians
mixed with us. For it is probable that many of the lepers

and diseased people died in the quarries, since they had been
' 'lineh. Jtwish War, i. 8, § 7.

,
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there a long time and had. been badly treated, and that

many died in the battles that happened afterwards, and
more still in the last battle and flight.

§ 31. It now remains that I contradict Manetho as to

Moses. The Egyptians think him a wonderful and diviae

person, and wish to claim him for themselves, though
with unplausible abuse they say that he was one of the

priests of Heliopolis who was ejected with others because of

his leprosy. Yet it is jDroved by the records that he lived

five hundred and eighteen years earlier, and brought our

fathers out of Egypt into the country that is now in-

habited by us. And that he was not personally afflicted

with any such calamity, is evident from his own laws.

Eor he has forbidden lepers either to continue in a city,

or to dwell in a village, and has commanded that they

should go about by themselves with their clothes rent

;

and regards such as either touch them, or live under the

same roof with them, as unclean. Moreover, if any one

be healed of the disease and recover his normal condi-

tion again, he has appointed certain purifications, and
washings in baths of spring water, and the shaving off

all the hair, and enjoins that they shall offer several sacri-

fices of various kinds, and then only be admitted into the

lioly city. Now, had he suffered from the same calamity,

so far from legislating thus, he would have taken care of

such persons, and treated them in a kind manner, as being

in the same evil plight with himself. Nor did he make
such laws only for lepers, but also he did not permit such

as were maimed in the smallest part of their body to

officiate as priests : and if any priest should have such a

calamity fall upon him afterwards, he ordered him to be

deprived of his position. How then is it likely that Moses

should ordain such laws against himself, to his own re-

proach and hurt? Nor indeed is that other notion of

Manetho's at all probable about the change of his name.

He says that he was formerly called Osarsiph. But this

is a name no way agreeable to the other. For his true

name was Mouses, ^ and signifies a person preserved out of

1 Note tliis is alwaj-.s the Greek form of Moses in Josepbus and the

Greek Testament and elsewhere. I have kept generally the more

familiar Moses.
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the water, for the Egyptians call water Moii. I think,

therefore, I have made it sufficiently evident that Manetho
did not much wander from the truth while he followed the

ancient records, but that, when he turned to unauthorized
stories of uncertain authors, he either concoted them him-
self without any plausibility, or else gaye credit to some
men who spoke so out of ill-will to us.

§ 32. And now I have done with Manetho, and will inquire

into what Chaeremon says. For he also, professing to write

Egyptian history, sets down the same name for his king
as Manetho did, namely Amenophis, and also calls his son
Eamesses, and then goes on as follows :

" The goddess
Isis appeared to Amenophis in his sleep, and blamed him
because her temple had been demolished in the war. And
Phritiphantes the sacred scribe told him, if he would purge
Egypt of the men who had pollutions upon them, that he
would be no longer troubled with such scares. Amenophis
accordingly chose out two hundred and fifty thousand of

those who were thus diseased, and expelled them from the
country. And their leaders Moses and Joseph were scribes,

and Joseph was a sacred scribe : and their names were
Egyptian originally, that of Moses was Tisithen, and that
of Joseph Peteseph. And these two went to Pelusium,
and fell in there with three hundred and eighty thousand
who had been left there by Amenophis, as he was unwilling
to transfer them to Egypt. And these two made a league
of friendship with them, and led them on an expedition
against Egypt. And Amenophis could not stand against
their attack, but fled into Ethiopia, and left his wife behind
him, who was with child, and lay concealed in certain
caverns, and there she brought forth a son, whose name was
Messenes,' who, when he was grown up to man's estate,

pursued the Jews, who were about two hundred thousand,
into Syria, and then restored his father Amenophis from
Ethiopia."

§ 33. This is the account Chaeremon gives us. Now I
take it as obvious at once that what I have already said
has plainly proved the falseness of both Manetho's and his
accounts. Eor had there been any real truth at bottom, it

' Probably we sliould read here Eamesses, as in § 33.
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is impossible there would have been such great discrepancy
between them. But those who concoct lies do not write

what agrees with others, but invent what pleases them-
selves. Thus Manetho says that the king's desire of seeing

the gods was the cause of the ejection of the polluted

people ; but Choeremon has made it a dream of his sent him
by Isis. Manetho again says that the person who suggested
this purgation of Egypt to the king was Amenophis, but
Chseremon says it was Phritiphantes. As to the numbers
of the people that were expeUed, they agree admirably,

Manetho reckoning them as eighty thousand, and Cheere-

mon as two hundred and fifty thousand ! Moreover,

Manetho describes these polluted persons as first sent to

work in the quarries, and says that after that the city Auaris

was given them for their habitation, and that it was not

tiU after they had made war with the rest of the Egyptians,

that they invited the people of Jerusalem to come to their

assistance ; but Chseremon says that on their departure from
Egypt they fell in with three hundred and eighty thousand

men near Pelusium, who had been left there by Amenophis,

and that they invaded Egypt with them again, and that

Amenophis fled into Ethiopia. But what is most rich,

Chaeremon does not inform us Avho this army of so many
ten thousands were, or whence they came, whether they

were native Egyptians, or whether they came from a foreign

country ; nor indeed has he given any reason why the king

would not take them into Egypt, though he concocted a

dream from Isis about the lepers. Chseremon also des-

cribes Joseph as expeUed at the same time as Moses, though

he died four generations before Moses, which four genera-

tions make about a hundred and seventy years. Moreover,

Eamesses, the son of Amenophis, was a young man by
Manetho's account, and assisted his father in war, and left

the country at the same time as him, and fled with him
into Ethiopia ; whereas Chaeremon makes him to have been

born in a certain cave after his father was dead, and then

to have overcome the Jews in battle, and driven them into

Syria, being in number about two hundred thousand. O
the recklessness of the man ! Eor he neither told us be-

fore who these three hundred and eighty thousand were,

nor how the four hundred and thirty thousand perished.
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wlietlier they fell in war, or went over to Eamesses ! And,
what is the strangest of all, it is not possible to learn

from him who they were whom he calls Jews, or to which
of these two parties he applies that name, whether to the

two hundred and fifty thousand lepers, or to the three hun-
dred and eighty thousand in the neighbourhood of Pe-

lusium. But perhaps it would be silly in me to make any
lengthier refutation of such writers as sufiiciently refute

themselves ; for had they been only refuted by others, it

would have been more tolerable !

§ 34. I shall now add to these writers Lysimachus, who
has taken the same line of falsehood as those before-

mentioned, but has gone far beyond them in the incredi-

bility of his fictions : which plainly shows that he concocted

them out of virulent hatred to our nation. His words are

as follows. " The people of the Jews being lepers and
scabby, and having other diseases, in the days of Bocchoris

king of Egypt, fled to the temples, and got their food
there by begging ; and as the numbers were very great

that were afflicted with disease, there arose a scarcity in

Egypt. Thereupon Bocchoris, the king of Egypt, sent

some to consult the oracle of Zeus Ammon about this

scarcity ; and the god's answer was that he must purge
liis temples of impure and impious men, by expelling them
out of those temples into desert places ; but as to the
scabby people and lepers, he must drown them, the sun
being indignant at these men being suffered to live, and
purge his temples, and then the land would bring forth its

fruits. When Bocchoris had received these oracles, he
called for the priests and attendants at the altars, and
ordered them to gather together the impure people, and
to deliver them to the soldiers to carry away to the desert,

but to take the lepers and wrap them in sheets of lead,

and let them down into the sea. Thereupon the lepers and
scabby people were drowned, and the others were gathered
together and sent into desert places, to be exposed to des-

truction. And these last assembled together, and took
counsel what they should do, and determined, as the night
was coming on, that they would kindle fires and light lamps
and keep watch, and that they would fast the next night,

and so propitiate the gods to deliver them. And on the
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next day one Moses advised them to venture upon a journey,
and go along one road till they should come to inhabited
places, and charged tliem to have no kindness for any man,
and to give good counsel to none, but always to advise
j)eople for the worst, and to overturn all the temples and
altars of the gods they should meet with. And as the rest

commended what he said, they did what was resolved on,
and journeyed over the desert, and after suffering a good
many hardships came to an inhabited country, and there
they ill-treated the men, and plundered and burnt their

temples, and went into the land which is now called Judsea,
and there built a city and dwelt therein ; and their city was
called Hierosyla from this spoiling of the temples ; but
afterwards being successful, in process of time they changed
its name, that it might not be a reproach to them, and
called the city Hierosolyma,' and themselves Hierosolymi."

§ 35. Now this man did not invent the same name for

his king as Manetho and Chseremon, but concocted a newer
name, and omitting the dream and the Egyptian prophet,
sent his king to Zeus Ammon to get oracles about the

lei^ers and scabby people. For he says that a multitude of

Jews gathered together at the temples. Now it is uncer-
tain whether he ascribes the name of Jews to all these

lepers, or to those Jews only that were subject to such
diseases ; for he says the people of the Jews. What people

do you mean ? foreigners or natives ? "Why do you call

them Jews, if they were Egyptians':' And if they were
foreigners, why do you not tell us where they came from ?

And how is it that, after the king had drowned many of

them in the sea, and ejected the rest into desert places, there

could still be so great a multitude remaining ? Or how
did they pass over the desert, and get possession of the

land which we now dwell in, and found a city, and build

that temple which has been famous among all mankind ?

Lysimachus ought also not only to have given our legisla-

tor's name, but also to have informed us of what nation

he was, and what parents he sprung from, and to have
stated why he undertook to make such laws for them
concerning the gods, and why he ordered them to act so

^ Jerusalem.
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harshly to people on their march. For if they were by
birth Egjrptians, they would not so easily have changed
the customs of their country : and if they were foreigners,

they had certainly some laws which had been observed

by them from long custom. If indeed they had sworn
never to bear good-will to those who had ejected them, they
would have had a plausible reason for so acting, but to

resolve to wage an implacable war against all men, if they

acted as badly as he says they did, while they needed the

assistance of all men, shows not their folly, but the great

folly of him who tells such lies, who has also the assurance
to say, that a name implying spoiling ' of temples was
given to their city, and that this name was afterwards

changed ; obviously because the former name brought
reproach and hatred upon them in subsequent times,

while those who founded the city thought they did honour
to it by giving it that name. Now this fine fellow had
such an unbounded inclination to reproach us, that he did
not observe that spoiling of temples is not expressed by
the same word among the Jews as it is among the G-reeks !

But why should one say any more to a person who tells

such impudent lies ? However, since this book has reached
such large dimensions, I will make another beginning,
and endeavour to add what still remains to complete my
design.

BOOK n.

§1-

IN the former book, my most honoured Epaphroditus, I
have shown our antiquity, and confirmed the truth

by the writings of the Phoenicians and Chaldeeans and.
Egyptians. I have, moreover, produced many of the
Greek writers as witnesses thereto. I have also made a
refutation of Manetho and Chseremon and some others.

' This is the meaning of Hierosyla in Greelt, not in Hebrew. See

§ 34.—W.
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I shall now therefore ^ begin a refutation of the remaining-

authors who have written anything against us, although
I confess I have had a doubt about Apion the grammarian,
whether I ought to take the trouble of confuting him or

not. For some of his writings contain much the same
accusations which others have laid against us, and some
things that he has added are very frigid, and most of what
he says is very scurrilous, and, to speak no more than
the plain truth, shows great ignorance, and what he has put
together looks like the work of a man of very bad morals,

and of one during his whole life a mountebank. Tet
since most men are so foolish that they are rather caught
by such orations than by what is written with care, and
take pleasure in abuse, but are vexed at praise, I thought
it to be necessary not to let this man go off without exa-

mination, who had written such an indictment against us,

as if in open court. For I also have observed that it is

usual for most men to be much delighted when a man,
who first began to reproach another, is himself proved to

be guilty of vices. However, it is not easy to peruse his

argument, nor to know clearly what he means
;
yet does

he seem, amidst a great confusion and disorder in his

falsehoods, to relate such things as resemble what I have
examined already as to the departure of our forefathers

out of Egypt, and secondly he accuses the Jews who
dwell in Alexandria. And thirdly he mixes with these

things accusations as to the sacred purifications and other

rites used in the temple.

§ 2. Now although I cannot but think that I have

already proved, and that much more than was necessary,

that our fathers were not originally Egyptians, and were

not expelled from thence either on account of bodily

disease or any other calamities of that sort, yet I will

briefly take notice of what Apion adds upon that subject.

For in the third book of his .^gyptiaca he speaks as

' The former part of this second book is written against the calumnies

of Apion, and then more briefly against the calumnies of Apollonius

Molo. After that Josephus leaves off any more particular reply to

those adversaries of the Jews, and gives us a large and excellent descrip-

tion and vindication of the polity which was ordained for the Jewish

nation by Jloses, their great legislator.—W.
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follows. " I liave heard from old Egyptians that Moses was
a native of Heliopolis, and that he thought himself obliged
to follow the customs of his forefathers, and offered his
prayers in the open air at all the city walla, and turned
all the city so as to face east, which is the situation of
Heliopolis. He also set up pillars instead of gnomons,'
under which was represented a figure in relief like a concave
sundial, and the shadow that fell from their tops fell down
upon it, that it might go roimd the same course as the sun
itseM goes round in the ether." Such is the wonderful
account of this grammarian. But that it is a false one is so
plain, that it stands in need of but few words to prove it, for
it is manifest from the facts. For when Moses erected the
first tabernacle to God, he neither himself ordered any
such kind of figure in relief to be made for it, nor did he
order those that came after him to make such a one. And
when Solomon afterwards built his temple in Jerusalem,
he abstained from all such curiosities as Apion has here
invented. He says further that he had heard from old men,
that Moses was a native of Heliopolis, doubtless because,
being a younger man himself, he believed that those
owing to their greater age were acquainted with and had
conversed with Moses ! Now Apion, critic as he was,
could not confidently tell us the poet Homer's birth-place,
any more than he could the birth-place of Pythagoras,
who lived comparatively speaking but a little while ago

;

yet he thus easily determines the age of Moses, who pre-
ceded them such a vast niimber of years, reiving on the
old men's tale, showing what a liar he was. And then
as to the date when he says Moses brought the lepers
and the blind and lame out of Egypt, see how well this
most accurate critic agrees with those who have written
before him ! For Manetho says that the Jews departed
out of Egypt in the reign of Tethmosis, three hundred
and ninety-three years before Danaus fled to Ai'gos, and
Lysimachus says it was in the days of king Bocchoris,
that is, one thousand and seven hundred years a^o, and

' This seems to have been the first dial that had been made in Kgypt,
and was a little before the time that Ahaz made his dial in Juda'a,
about 755, in the first year of the seventh Olympiad, as we shall see
presently. See 2 Kings 33;. U ; Isa. xixviii. 8.— VV.
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Molo and some others have fixed the time as they pleased ;

but this Apion, the most trustworthy of all, has exactly
fixed it to have been in the seventh Olympiad, and ia
the first year of that Olympiad, the very same year in
which he says that Carthage was built by the Phoenicians.

He no doubt added this building of Carthage, thinking it

would be a very clear proof of his accuracy : but he was
not aware that he thereby drew refutation on himself.

For if we may credit the Phoenician records as to their

colony, they record that Hiram their king was more than
a hundred and fifty years earlier than the building of
Carthage, concerning whom I have formerly produced
proofs out of those Phoenician records, that this Hiram
was a friend of Solomon, when he was building the temple
at Jerusalem, and that he gave him great assistance

in building it. But Solomon himself built that temple
six hundred and twelve years after the Jews went out
of Egypt. As for the number of those that were ex-

pelled out of Egypt, Apion has contrived to have the very

same number as Lysimachus, for he says they were a.

hundred and ten thousand. He then assigns a certain

wonderful and plausible cause for the name of Sabbath

;

for he says that "when the Jews had travelled six days'

journey, they had buboes, and so they rested on the seventh

day, having got safely into the country which is now called

Judsea, and they called that day Sabbath, preserving the
language of the Egyptians, because that malady of buboes
was called Sabbatosis by the Egjrptians." Would not

anyone now laugh at this fellow's trifling, or rather hate

his impudence in writing thus ? For it is clear that all

these hundred and ten thousand men had these buboes.

And yet, if those men had been blind and lame, and had
all sorts of diseases, as Apion says they had, they could

not have gone a single day's journey : and if they were
able to travel over a large desert, and besides that to fight

and conquer those that opposed them, they could not all

of them have had buboes after the sixth day. For no such

disease comes naturally and of necessity upon those that

travel, and when many ten thousands are in a camp to-

gether, they constantly march a fixed distance every day.

Nor is it at all probable that such a thing would happen
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by chance : this idea is the most absurd of all. However,
the admirable Apiou had before told us, that they reached
Judsea in six days, and again, " Moses went up to a moun-
tain that lay between Egypt and Arabia, which was called

Sinai, and was concealed there forty days, and when he
came down from thence, he gave laws to the Jews." And
yet how was it possible for them to tarry forty days in a

desert place where there was no water, and at the same
time to travel over all the country between Egypt and Judsea

in six days ? And as for the grammatical translation of

the word Sabbath, it is either a proof of his great impu-
dence or gross ignorance. For the words Sabbo and Sab-
bath are widely different from one another : for the word
Sabbath in the Jewish language denotes rest from all

sorts of wort, whereas it is the word Sabbo, as he affirms,

that denotes among the Egyptians the malady of bubo.

§ 3. Such is the novel account which the Egyptian Apion
gives us concerning the Jews' departure from Egypt, he

being more inventive than the others. But why should we
wonder at the lies he tells about our forefathers, in affirm-

ing them to be of Egyptian origin, when he lies also about
himself ? For although he was born at Oasis ' in Egypt, he
pretends to be, as a man may say, superior to all the Egyp-
tians, and forswears his real country and progenitors, and
by falsely pretending to be born at Alexandria, admits the

depravity of his race. Naturally therefore he calls those

Egyptians whom he hates and wishes to abuse. For had
he not deemed Egyptians very poor specimens of humanity,
he would not have denied his real origin, for we know that

those who brag of their own native countries, value them-
selves upon the name they acquire thereby, and reprove

such as unjustly lay claim thereto. As for the Egyptians'

claim to be of our kindred, they either make it because
they valiie themselves upon it, or else they would draw us
in to share in their own ill repute. But the excellent Apion
seems to wish to bestow this reproach against us on the

Alexandrians as a reward for the privilege they gave him
of fellow-citizenship with them, and knowing the ill-will

the Alexandrians bear to the Jews who dwell among them,

' Tlie ' Great Oasis,' cUKhargeli, west of Abydos.
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he proposed to himself to reproach them, although he must
thereby- include all the other Egyptians also, and in both
cases he is no better than an impudent liar.

§ 4. But let us now see what those dreadful and shock-
ing crimes are, which Apion charges upon the Jews dwell-
ing at Alexandria. " They came (says he) out of Syria,

and settled near a harbourless sea, and dwelt near the
dashing of the waves." Now, if the place of habitation
includes any thing that is reproachful, this man reproaches
not his own real native country [Egypt], but what he
states to be his own country, Alexandria. For all agree
that the part of that city which is near the sea is the best
of all to dwell in. Now, if the Jews gained that part of

the city by force, and have kept it hitherto without being
ejected, this is a proof of their valour. But Alexander
himself gave them that part of the city for their habitation,

and they obtained equal privileges with the Macedonians.
I do not know what Apion would have said, had they
dwelt at Necropolis,^ and not been stationed near the royal
palace, and if their nation had had the name of Macedonians
given them to this very day. Now had he read the letters

of king Alexander, or those of Ptolemy the son of Lagus,
or met with the writings of the succeeding kings of Egy2>t,

or seen the pillar still standing at Alexandria, and con-
taining the privileges which the great Caesar bestowed
XL-pon the Jews ; had he, I say, known of these things, and
yet had the impudence to write the opposite to them, he
was a bad man : and if he knew nothing of these things,

he was an ignorant man. And when he appears to wonder
how Jews could be called Alexandrians, this is another
similar instance of his ignorance. For all such as are

invited to any colony, although they differ ever so much
from one another in their nationality, take their names
from those who invite them. But what need is there to
speak of others, when those of us Jews that dwell at

Antioch " are called Antiochians, because Seleucus the
founder of that city gave them the rights of citizenship ?

In like manner do the Jews at Ephesus, and in the rest of

' That is, citi/ of the dead, a name given to a .suburb on tbe west side
of Alexandria, v. Strab. 795, 799.

- Antiocli on the Orontes in Syria.
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Ionia, ha^ve the same name as the citizens that were natives

there, by the grant of the successors of Alexander. And
the liberality of the Romans has granted leave not only

to men, but also to great and entire nations, to take

the name of Romans. For instance, those anciently called

Iberes ' and Tyrrheni ^ and Sabini ' are now called Romans.
And if Apion reject this way of obtaining the privilege of

citizenship, let him cease to call himself an Alexandrian.

For how can he be an Alexandrian, who was bom, as

I said before, in the very heart of Egypt, if citizenship by
grant, as he himself has alleged in our case, be denied ?

And yet the Romans, who are now the masters of the

world, have forbidden the Egyptians alone to have the

privileges of any citizenship. But he is so generous as to

wish to obtain himself a privilege he is forbidden to make
use of, yet endeavours by calumnies to deprive those of it

that have justly received it. For Alexander did not settle

some of our nation in Alexandria, because he wanted in-

habitants for a city on whose founding he had bestowed
80 much pains, but it was given to our people as a

reward, because he had, upon a careful trial, found them
all men of virtue and fidelity. For, as Hecatseus says con-

cerning us, Alexander honoured our nation to such a degree,

that, for the good behaviour and fidelity which the Jews
had exhibited to him, he permitted them to hold the country

of Samaria free of tribute. Of the same mind also was
Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, to those Jews who dwelt at

Alexandria. For he put the fortresses of Egypt into their

hands, believing they would hold them faithfully and
valiantly for him, and when he wished to have a firm hold

on the government of Cyrene^ and the other cities of

Libya, he sent a party of Jews to inhabit them. As for his

successor Ptolemy, who was surnamed Philadelphus, he
not only set all those of our nation free who were cap-

tives under him, but also frequently gave them money,
and what was most important, he had a great desire to

^ Apparently the Iberians of the south of France, in the Ri)man Pro-
vince, are intended here, and not those of Spain.

^ The people of Etruria.

^ The Sabines.
* Grenneh, tlie chief town of the Libyan Pentapolis.
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know our laws, and to read the books of our sacred scrip-
tures. So lie sent and desired that men might be sent him
to interpret our law to him, and that he might have them
well compiled, he committed that care to no ordinary
persons, but ordained that Demetrius Phalereus and An-
dreas and Aristeas should take care of the matter (Deme-
trius being the most learned person of his age, and the
others being intrusted with the guard of his body) ; nor
would he certainly have been so desirous of learning our
laws and the philosophy of our nation, had he despised, and
not held in high admiration, the men that used them.

§ 5. Now this Apion was almost unacquainted with all

the kings of those Macedonians whom he pretends to have
been his progenitors ; who were very well affected towards
us. Por the third Ptolemy, who was called Euergetes, when
he had got possession of all Syria by force, did not offer

his thank-offerings for victory to the Egyptian gods, but
went to Jerusalem, and offered many sacrifices to G-od ac-

cording to our laws, and dedicated to him such gifts as

were worthy of such a victory. And as for Ptolemy Philo-
metor and his wife Cleopatra, they committed their whole
kingdom to the Jews, and Onias and Dositheus, both Jews,
were the generals of their whole army ; whose names are
laughed at by Apion, when, instead of abusing them, he
ought to have admired their actions, and returned them
thanks for saving Alexandria, whose citizen he pretends to

to be. For when the Alexandrians were warring against

queen Cleopatra, and were in danger of perishing miser-
ably, these Jews negotiated terms of agreement, and freed

them from the miseries of civil war. " But afterwards
(says Apion) Onias led a small army against the city, when
Thermus the Eoman ambassador was present there." And,
I venture to say, acting rightly and very justly. For
Ptolemy, who was surnamed Physcon, came from Cyrene
upon the death of his brother Philometor, and would have
ejected Cleopatra, as well as her sons, out of their kingdom,
that he might obtain it for himself unjustly ; and that was
why Onias undertook a war against him on Cleopatra's

behalf, nor would he desert the trust the royal family

had placed on him in their distress. And God bore re-

markable witness to his righteous behaviour. For when
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Ptolemy Physcon had the presumption to fight against

Onias' army, and had arrested all the Jews that were in

the city with their children and wives, and exposed them
naked and bound to his elephants, that they might be
trodden to death by them, and had made those elephants

drunk for that purpose, the event proved contrary to his

plans. For these elephants left the Jews who were ex-

posed to them, and fell violently upon Physcon's friends,

and slew a great number of them. And after this Ptolemy
saw a terrible apparition, which prohibited his hurting

those men : and his favourite concubine, whom some call

Ithaca, and others Irene, making supplication to him, that

he would not perjietrate so great a wickedness, he com-
plied with her request, and repented of what he had either

already done, or was about to do. In consequence of this

it is well known that the Jews settled at Alexandria do
with good reason celebrate this day, because they had
thereon been vouchsafed such an evident deliverance from
God. However Apion, the calumniator of all men, has
the presumption to accuse the Jews for making this war
against Pliyscon, when he ought to have commended them
for the same. He also mentions Cleopatra, the last queen
of Alexandria, and as it were abuses us, because she was
ungracious to us ; whereas he ought to have reproved her,

seeing that she indulged herself in all kinds of injustice

and wicked practices, both with regard to her nearest rela-

tions, and also her husbands who loved her, and indeed in

general with regard to all the Romans, and those emperors
that were her benefactors ; and also had her sister Arsinoe
slain in a temple, when she had done her no harm ; and
also had her brother slain by treachery, and robbed the
gods of her country and the sepulchres of her progenitors.'

And though she had received her kingdom from the first

Csesar, she had the impudence to rebel against his son
and successor : nay, she corrupted Antony with her love

tricks, and caused him to be an enemy to his country,

and made him unfaithful to his friends, stripping some
of their royal rank, and forcing others in her madness to

act wickedly. But why need I enlarge upon this any
' Compare Antici. xv. 4, § 1.

'' Sister's son, and adopted son, namely, Augustus.—W.
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further, when she left Antony in his sea-fight, though he
was her husband, and the father of their common children,
and compelled him to resign his position with the army as
commander in chief, and to follow her ? And when last of
all Augustus had taken Alexandria, she came to that pitch
of cruelty, that she declared she had some hope of pre-
serving her affairs still, if she could kill the Jews with her
own hand ; to such a degree of cruelty and perfidiousness
did she arrive ! And do you think that we cannot boast
ourselves of any thing, if, as Apion says, this queen did
not in time of famine distribute wheat amongst us ? How-
ever, she at length met with the punishment she deserved.
As for us Jews, we appeal to the greatest Csesar to bear
witness to the assistance we brought him and the fidelity

we showed him against the Egyptians ; we appeal also to
the senate and its decrees, and the letters of Augustus
Csesar, wherein our merits are acknowledged. Apion ought
to have inspected these letters, and in particular to have
examined the testimonies given on our behalf under Alex-
ander and all the Ptolemies, and the decrees of the senate,

and of the greatest fioman emperors. And if Germanicus
was not able to make a distribution of corn to all the in-

habitants of Alexandria, that only shows what a barren
time it was, and how great a want there was then of corn,

and is no accusation of the Jews ; for what all the em-
perors have thought of the Jews living at Alexandria is

well known ; for this distribution of wheat was no other-

wise omitted with regard to the Jews, than it was with
regard to the other inhabitants of Alexandria. And they
were desirous to keep the most important trust that the

Ptolemies had formerly committed to their care, I mean
the entire charge of the river, by no means thinking them-
selves unworthy of this charge.

§ 6. But besides this, Apion objects, " If the Jews are

citizens of Alexandria, why do they not worship the same
gods as the Alexandrians do?" To which I answer:
Since you are yourselves Egyptians, why do you also have
implacable wars with one another about religion ? At this

rate we must not call you all Egyptians, nor indeed in

general men, because you breed up with great care beasts

of a nature quite contrary to that of men, since the nature
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-of all men seems to be one and the same. Now, if tliere

are sueli differences in opinion among you Egyptians, why
are you surprised that those who came to Alexandria from
another country, and had original laws of their own, per-

severed in the observance of those laws ? But Apion further

charges us with being the authors of sedition : which ac-

cusation, if it be a true one against the Jews settled in

Alexandria, why is it not brought against us all, since we
are known to be all of one mind ? Moreover, any one will

soon discover, that the authors of sedition have been such
citizens of Alexandria as Apion is. Por while Greeks and
Macedonians were in possession of that city, they raised

no sedition against us, but permitted us to observe our
ancient worship. But when the number of the Egyptians
came to be considerable because of the confusions of the

times, these seditions were always breaking out, though
our people continued uneorrupted. They themselves, there-

fore, were the authors of these troubles, having by no means
the constancy of Macedonians, nor the prudence of Greeks,

but truly indulging all of them the evil manners of Egyp-
tians, and exercising their ancient hatred against us. Eor
what is here so presumptuously charged upon us, is owing
to the difference between us and them. For as most of

them do not easily obtain the privileges of citizens, they
call ' those foreigners who are well known to have had that
privilege extended to them all. For it does not appear
that any of the Ptolemies formerly bestowed the privileges

of citizenship upon Egyptians, nor do any of the Eoman
emperors now ; whereas Alexander introduced us into the

city, and the Ptolemies augmented our privileges therein,

and the Eomans have been pleased to preserve them always
inviolable. Moreover, Apion would defame us, because we
do not put up images of our emperors, as if these emperors
did not know this before, or stood in need of Apion as their

defender ; whereas he ought rather to have admired the
magnanimity and moderation of the Eomans, since they
do not compel those who are subject to them to transgress

the laws of their own countries, but receive the honours
due to them as it is pious and lafwful for those who offer

^ I read meant for vocanics. The latter reading got in the text no
doubt from the eos following.
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tliem to pay them. For they do not thank people for con-
ferring honours upon them, -when they are compelled by
violence so to do. Moreover, the Greeks and some other
nations think it a right thing to make images. Nay, when
they have painted the pictures of their parents and wives
and children, they dance for joy, and some have pictures of

persons who are no way related to them : some even have
the pictures of slaves whom they are fond of. What wonder
is it, then, if such appear willing to pay the same respect

to their princes and lords ? But our legislator forbade us
to make images, not telling us as it were beforehand that
the Eoman authority was not to be honoured, but as it

were despising a thing that was useful neither to Grod nor
man ; and he forbade them, as I shaR show hereafter, to

make images of any part of the animal creation, and much
less of God himself, who is inanimate. However, our legis-

lator has nowhere forbidden us to pay honours to worthy
men, provided they are of another kind, and inferior to

those we pay to God, and with such honours we willingly

show our respect to our emperors and to the people of

Eome. We also offer continual sacrifices for them : and
not only do we offer these every day at the common ex-

pense of aU the Jews, but also, although we offer no other

such sacrifices at the common expense, even for our own
children, we do this as a pecuHar honour to the emperors,

and to them alone, while we do the same to no other per-

son whatever. Let this sufiice for an answer in general to

Apion, as to what he says with relation to Alexandria.

§ 7. However, I wonder at those who furnished this man
with his materials, I mean Posidonius and AppoUonius
Molo ; since they accuse us for not worshipping the same
gods whom others worship ; but they do not think them-
selves guilty of impiety when they tell lies of us, and make
up absurd blasphemies about our temple : though it is a

most shameful thing for freemen to tell Kes on any occa-

sion, and much more so about a temple famous all over

the world, and awful for its sanctity. For Apion has the

impudence to declare that the Jews placed an ass's head in

their holy place, and worshipped it, and made it worthy of

so great religion, and he afiirms that it was discovered when
Antiochus Bpiphanes spoiled our temple, and found the
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ass's head there made of gold, and wortli a great deal of

money. To this I first answer that, had there been any

such thing among us, an Egyptian ought by no means to

have thrown it in our teeth, since an ass is not a more con-

temptible animal than ***
' and goats, and other creatures,

which among them are gods. In the next place, how came
Apion not to know that this is no other than a palpable lie,

and proved by facts to be iitterly incredible ? For we Jews
are always governed by the same laws, to which we are

always consistent. And although various misfortunes have

befallen our city, as have also befallen the cities of others,

and although Antiochus called God," and Pompey the G-reat,

and Licinius Crassus, and last of all Titus Caesar, have

conquered us in war, and got possession of our temple, yet

they found no such thing there, nor indeed anything but

what was agreeable to the strictest piety, though what they

found we are not at liberty to reveal to other nations. As
for Antiochus, he had no just cause for spoiling our temple,

but only came to it when he wanted money, without de-

claring himself our enemy, and moreover attacked us when
we were his associates and friends, nor did he find any
thing there worthy of derision. This is attested by many
worthy writers, as Polybius of Megalapolis, Strabo of Cap-

padocia, Nicolaus of Damascus, Timagenes, Castor the an-

nalist, and Apollodorus

;

' who all say that it was out of

Antiochus' want of money, that he broke his league with

the Jews, and spoiled their temple when it was full of

gold and silver. Apion ought to have had a regard to these

facts, unless he himself rather had an ass's heart and a

dog's impudence, for the dog is wont to be worshipped

among the Egyptians,' and he had no other external reason

' Furonibiis in the Latin, but what animal it denotes does nnt now
appear.—W. Furonibus means ferrel-s or weasels according to J. G.

Miiller. But qu. serpentibus, or canihus I

'^ See Antiq. xii. o, § 2.

' It is a great pity that these si.K Pagan authors, here mentioned ta

have described the famous profanation of the Jewish temple by Antio-

fhus, should be all lost; I mean so much of their writings as contained

that description ; for it is plain Josephus perused them all, and that they

were therefore extant in his time.—W.
* Miiller refers to Plutarch, Isis, § 72, Juvenal, xv. 8, and j-lilian,

H. A. xi. 27.
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for this lie he tells. As for us Jews, we ascribe no honour
or power to asses, as the Egyptians do to crocodiles and
asps, since they esteem such as are carried off by the
former, or bitten by the latter, to be happy persons, and
persons worthy of Grod. Asses are with us as with other
wise men, viz., creatures that bear the burdens that we lay
upon them ; but if they come to our threshing-floors and
eat our com, or do not perform what we impose upon them,
they receive a great many stripes, because it is their busi-

ness to minister to us in other work and in things necessary
in husbandry. But either Apion was most unskilful in

the composition of falsehoods, or at least, when he began,
he was not able to persevere in what he had undertaken,
since he has no success in the reproaches he casts upon us.

§ 8. But he adds another fable from the G-reeks, full

of detraction of us ; as to which, it will be enough to say,

that they who presume to speak about divine worship,

ought not to be ignorant that it is less imjDure to pass

through temples, than to concoct ^^dcked calumnies about
priests. But such men as he are more zealous to defend
a sacrilegious king, than to write what is just and true

about us and our temple. For wishing to gratify Aiitio-

chus, and to conceal the jseriidiousness and sacrilege, with
regard to our nation, which he was guilty of when he
wanted money, they endeavour to detract from us even in

regard to the future, and have told lies. Apion becomes
indeed the spokesman of others, and says, " That Antiochus
found in our temple a couch and a man lying upon it, with

a small table placed before him full of dainties of earth and
sea and air, and that he was amazed at the sight. And
this man immediately prostrated himself before the king

upon his coming in, hoping he would ailord him all possible

assistance, and fell down upon his knees, and stretched

out to him his right hand, and begged to be released. And
when the king bade him sit down, and tell him who he was,

and why he dwelt there, and what was the meaning of

those various sorts of food that were set before him, the

man made a lamentable complaint, and with sighs and

tears gave him the following account of the distress he was

in. He said that he was a Greek, and that, as he was

travelling over the province to get his living, he was on a
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sudden seized upon by foreigners, and brought to the temple,

and shut up therein, and was seen by nobody, but was being

fattened up by these various provisions thus set before him.

And truly at first such unexpected comforts excited in him
joy, but after a while suspicion, and after that astonish-

ment ; and at last he inquired of the servants who attended

upon him, and was informed by them that he was thus fed

in order to fulfil a law of the Jews which they must not tell

him, and that they did the same at a certain time every

year. For they would get hold of some Greek foreigner,

and fat him up thus every year, and then lead him to a cer-

tain wood and kill him, and offer up his body as a sacrifice

with their accustomed rites, and taste of his entrails, and
take an oath upon thus sacrificing a Greek, that they would
ever be at enmity with the Greeks ; and they would then

throw what remained of the miserable wretch into a certain

pit." Apion adds further, " that the man said he was to

be killed in a few day now, and he implored Antiochus to

respect the Greek gods, and to disappoint the snares the

Jews laid for his blood, and to deliver him from the

miseries with which he was surrounded." Now a tale of

this kind is not only most full of all tragedy, but also

abounds in cruel impudence. It does not however clear

Antiochus of sacrilege, as those who wrote it to please

him imagined. For he could not presume beforehand that

he should meet with any such thing in coming to the

temple, but must have found it unexpectedly. He was
therefore still impious for his wicked desires, and just as

much without regard to God, whatever he was bade to do
by this superfluous lie, for lie it is, as is most easy to see

from the circumstance itself. For the diifereuee of our
laws is known not to regard the Greeks only, but quite as

much or even more the Egyptians and many other people
also. For from what part of the world do not men some-
times come and sojourn among us, that we should conspire

only against the Greeks, and endeavour to shed only their

blood ! Or how is it possible that all the Jews should as-

semble together at these sacrifices, and that the entrails of

one man should be sufiicient for so many thousands to taste

of them, as Apion alleges ? Or why did not the king carry
this man, whoever he was, and whatever his name was
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(which is not set down in Apion's book), with great pomp
back into his o^\^l country ? For, had he done so, he might
have been esteemed a religious person himself, and a m.ighty
lover of the Greeks, and might thereby have procured him-
self great assistance from all men against the hatred of the
Jews. But I leave this matter : for the proper way of con-

futing fools, is not to use words, but to appeal to facts.

All then who have seen the construction of our temple,
know well enough its nature, and that the purity of it was
never to be profaned. For it had four courts round about
it, each one of which was by our law separated from
the rest. Into the first court every body was allowed to go,

even foreigners, none but menstruous women being pro-

hibited to enter it ; into the second court went all the

Jews, as also their wives when they were free from any
uncleanness ; into the third went in the Jewish men when
they were clean and purified ; into the fourth went the

]>riests, having on their sacerdotal garments : but none went
into the most sacred place but the high priests, clothed in

their peculiar robes. Now there is such care exercised in

our religion, that the priests can only go into the temple at

certain hours. For in the morning, at the opening of the

temple, those that are to officiate enter and receive the

victims : and again at noon, till the temple is shut. Further-

more it is not lawful to carry any vessel into the holy house,

nor is there any thing placed thereui, but the altar (of

incense), the table (of show-bread), the censer, and the

candlestick, all which things are written in the law. For
there is nothing more there, nor are there any mysteries

performed that may not be spoken of, nor is there any
feasting within the temj^le. What I have now said is pub-
licly known, and supported by the testimony of our whole
nation, and the method of their operations. For although
there are four courses of priests, and each of these courses

have more than five thousand men in them, yet they officiate

on certain days only ; and when those days are over, other

priests succeed to the performance of the sacrifices, and
assemble together in the temple at mid-day, and receive

the keys of the temple, and all the vessels by tale, from
their predecessors, without any food or drink being carried

into the temple. Nay, we are not allowed to offer such
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things at the altar, except what is prepared for the sac-

rifices.

§ 9. What then can we say of Apion, but that ho
examined none of these things, while he uttered incredible

words about them ? But it is a great shame for a critic

not to be able to write true history. And if he knew the

purity of our temple, he has entirely omitted to mention
it ; while he has concocted a story about the seizing of a

Greek, about unspeakable food, and the most delicious pre-

paration of dainties ; and pretends that strangers could go

into a place, where the noblest men among the Jews are

not allowed to enter, unless they be priests. This, there-

fore, is the utmost degree of impiety, and a voluntary lie,

to delude those who will not examine into the truth. By
such unspeakable calumnies as are above related, they have
tried to detract from us.

§ 10. Nay, this miracle of piety derides us further, and
adds the following idle tale to his former one. For he
says that Antiochus related that, " while the Jews had once

a long war with the Idumaeans, there came a man out of

one of the cities of the Idumseans, who had worshipped
Apollo there. This man, whose name is said to have been
Zabidus, went to the Jews, and promised that he would
deliver Apollo, the god of the people of Dora, into their

hands, and that he would come to our temple, if they

would all come up with him, and bring the whole multi-

tude of the Jews with them. Then Zabidus made a certain

wooden instrument, and put it round him, and set three

rows of lamps thereon, and walked in such a manner that

he appeared to those that stood a great way off a kind of

star walking upon the earth. And the Jews were terribly

frightened at so surprising a sight, and stood very quiet

at some distance ; and Zatsidus, while they continued so

very quiet, went into the holy house, and carried off the
golden head of an ass, (so facetiously does he write,) and
then went his way back again to Dora in great haste."

"We might say then that Apion loads the ass, that is him-
self, and lays on him a burden of fooleries and lies. For he
writes of places that do not exist, and not knowing the

cities he speaks of, he changes their situation. For Idumsea
borders upon our country, and is near Gaza, and there is
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no such city as Dora in it ; there is, indeed, a city called

Dora' in Phoenice, near Mount Carmel, hut that is four

days' journey from Idumsea. And why, again, does this

man accuse us, as not having gods in common with other

nations, if oiir forefathers so easily believed that Apollo
would come to them, and thought they saw him walking
upon the earth, and the stars with him P For certainly

those who have so many festivals, wherein they light

lamps, must at this rate have never seen a lamp ! It

seems also that when Zabidus took his journey over the

country, where there were so many myriads of people,

nobody met him. He also, it seems, even in time of war,

found the walls of Jerusalem destitute of guards. I omit
all the rest ; but the doors of the holy house were seventy

cubits high, and twenty cubits broad, and they were all

plated over with gold, and almost of solid gold, and there

were no fewer than twenty men required to shut them
every day, nor was it lawful ever to leave them open. But
it seems this lamp-bearer of ours opened them easily, or

thought he opened them, as he thought he carried off

the ass's head! But whether he returned it to us again,

or whether Apion took it and returned it to the temple

again, that Antiochus might find it, and give Apion a second

tale, is uncertain.

§ 11. Apion also lies as to an oath of ours, that we
swear by God, the maker of the heaven and earth and sea,

to bear no good-will to any foreigner, and especially to

none of the Greeks. But he ought to have said falsely at

once, that we swear to bear no good-wiU to any foreigner,

and especially to none of the Egyptians. For so his story

about the oath would have tallied with the rest of his

former fictions, if indeed our forefathers were driven away by
their kinsmen the Egyptians, not on account of any wicked-

ness, but on account of their calamities. As to the Greeks,

we are rather remote from them in place than different

from them in institutions, so that we have no enmity with

them, nor any jealousy of them. On the contrary, it has so

happened, tha,t many of them have come over to our law-s,

and some have continued in their observance, though others

^ Taniiirah,
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had not courage enough to persevere, and seceded from
them again. Nor did anybody ever hear this oath sworn
by us : Apion, it seems, was the only person that heard of

it, indeed he concocted it himself.

§ 12. However, Apion deserves to be admired for his

great understanding in what I am going to speak of next.

He says it is a plain proof that we neither have just

laws, nor worship G-od as we ought to do, because we are

not independent, but are rather in subjection to Gentiles,

sometimes to one nation, sometimes to another, and be-

cause our city has suffered from several calamities, while

their city was from of old an independent city, and not

accustomed to be in subjection to the "Romans. And yet

it would be wiser in any one to abstain from such boasting.

Tor everybody but himself would think, that Apion says

what he has said against himself. For few nations have

had the good fortune to continue many generations in in-

dependence, and the mutations in human afEairs have put

these also in subjection to others ; and most nations have
often had to obey others. But the Egyptians pretend

that they alone had this extraordinary privilege, to serve

none of the monarclis who subdued Asia and Europe, be-

cause the gods fled into their country, and saved them-
selves by changing themselves into the forms of wild beasts

;

whereas in point of fact these very Egyptians ' appear to

have never in all past time had one day of freedom, not

even with their own lords. I will not reproach them with
relating how the Persians used them, not once only, but
many times, laying their cities waste, and demolishing their

temples, and cutting the throats of those animals whom they

esteemed gods ; for it is not riglit to imitate the clownish
ignorance of Apion, who has no regard to the misfortunes

of the Athenians or of the Lacedsemonians, the latter of

whom are affirmed by all men to have been the most

' This notorious disgrace belonging peculiarly to the people of Egypt,
ever since the times of the old prophets of tlie Jews noted, both § 4,

already, and here, may be confirmed by the testimony of laodorus, an
Egyptian of Pelusium, epist. lib. i. cap. 489. And this is a remarkable
completion of the ancient prediction of God, by Ezekiel, xxix. 14, 15,
" That the Egyptians should be a base kingdom, the basest of the

kingdoms," and that it '• should not exalt itself any more above the
nations."—W.
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courageous, and the former the most religious, of the
Greeks. I say nothing of such kings as have been famous
for piety, as one of them whose name was Croesus, nor
what calamities he met with in his life : I say nothing of
the Acropolis of Athens, of the temples at Ephesus and
Delphi, nor of ten thousand others which have been burnt
down, and nobody cast reproaches on those who were the
sufferers, but only on those who were the actors therein.

But now we have met with a new accuser of our nation in
Apion, who quite forgets the miseries of his own people
the Egyptians. Sesostris, the legendary king of Egypt,
has blinded him. However, we will not brag of our kings,

David and Solomon, though they conquered many nations :

we will not speak of them. But Apion is ignorant of

what everybody knows, that the Egyptians were servants

to the Persians, and afterwards to the Macedonians, when
they were lords of Asia, and were no better than slaves,

while we enjoyed liberty, and moreover, had the dominion
of the cities round about us, for about a hundred and
twenty years, till Pompey the Great. And when all nations

were conquered by the Romans, who are kings everywhere,

our ancestors were the only people who continued to be
esteemed their allies and friends because of their fidelity.

§ 13. But, says Apion, " We Jews have not had any
wonderful men amongst us, as inventors of arts, nor any
eminent for wisdom." He then enumerates Socrates, and
Zeno, and Cleanthes, and some others of the same sort ,-

and then he adds himself to them, which is the richest

thing of all that he says, and pronounces Alexandria to

be happy, because it has such a citizen as him. For he had
to bear witness to himself. For he appeared to all others

no better than a wicked mountebank, corrupt both in his

life and conversation, so that one may with reason pity

Alexandria, if it is proud of such a citizen as he is. But
as to our own men, such as have perused our Antiquities

cannot be ignorant that many are as deserving of com-
mendation as any people.

§ 14. As to the other things which he sets down in his

accusation, it may perhaps be the best way to let them pass

without apology, that he may be his own accuser, and the

accuser of the rest of the Egyptians. For he accuses us of
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sacrificing animals, and of abstaining from eating swine's

flesh, and laugks at us for practising circumcision. Now as

for the slaughter of tame animals, it is common to us and
to all other men, and Apion, by making it a crime to sacri-

fice them, demonstrates himself to be an Egyptian ; for a

Greek or Macedonian would have had no objection to such a

thing ; forthose people vow to sacrifice whole Hecatombs to

the gods, and make use of the victims for feasting ; and the

world is not thereby rendered destitute of cattle, as Apion
feared it would be. However, if all men had followed

the manners of the Egyjstians, the world would certainly

have been bereft of human beings, but filled full of the

wildest beasts, which, because they suppose them to be

gods, they carefully nourish. Now if any one should ask

Apion, which of all the Egyptians he thinks to be the

most wise and most pious, he would certainly acknowledge

the priests to be so. For they say that two things were

originally committed to tlieir care by their kings' injunc-

tions, the worship of the gods and the jrarsuit of wisdom.

And their priests are all circumcised, and abstain from
eating swine's flesh. Nor do any of the other Egyptians

assist them in sacrificing to the gods. Apion was there-

fore quite blinded in his mind, when, for the sake of the

Egyptians, he devised reproaching us, whereas he really

accuses them, seeing that they not only adopt those habits

which he so much abuses, but have also taught other men
to practise circumcision, as Herodotus says.' And I think

Apion was justly punished for his casting such reproaches

on the laws of his own country ; for he was circumcised

himself of necessity, on account of an ulcer on his person,

which, as he received no benefit from that circumcision,

rotted away, and he died in great torments. For well-

intentioned people ought to observe carefully tlieir own
laws concerning religion, and not to abuse the laws of other

uations, whereas this Apion did not observe his own laws,

and told lies about ours. Such was the end of Apion's life,

and let this be our last reference to him.

§ 15. Now as ApoUonius Molo, and Lysimachus, and some
others, partly out of ignorance, but chiefly out of ill-will,

' Herodolus, ii. 104.
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have vvritten treatises about our lawgiver Moses, and about
our laws, which are neither fair nor true, calumniating
Moses as an impostor and deceiver, and asserting that our
laws teach us wickedness and not virtue, I intend to

state briefly, to the best of my ability, the whole constitu-
tion of our polity and its details. For I think it will

then be plain that the laws we have are most excellently

adapted for the advancement of piety, and for the interests

of society, and for general philanthropy, as also for justice,

and for sustaining labours with fortitude, and for con-

tempt of death. And I beg of those who shall peruse this

work of mine, to read it without ill-wiU. For it is not my
purpose to write an encomium upon ourselves, but I

esteem it the most just defence for us, against the many
and lying accusations that have been made against us, to

cite those laws, according to which we lead our lives ; es-

pecially as Apollonius does not, like Apion, lay a continuous
accusation against us, but accuses us only by fits and starts,

and here and there throughout his treatise. Sometimes he
reproaches us as atheists and misanthropes, and sometimes
twits us with our want of courage, and yet sometimes, on
the contrary, accuses us of too great boldness and reckless-

ness. He also says that we are the stupidest of all barba-

rians, and that this is why we are the only people who have
contributed no invention to life. All this I think I shall

have sufficiently disproved, when it shall appear that our
laws enjoin the very reverse of what he says, and that we
very carefully observe those laws. And should I be com-
pelled to mention the laws of other nations that are con-

trary to ours, they who have thought good to depreciate

our laws in comparison with their own must thank them-
selves for this. Nor will there, I think, be any opportunity

left them to say, either that we have not these laws, the

chief of which I shall present to the reader, or that we do
not, above all men, continue in the observance of them.

§ 16. To begin then a little back, I would say this

first, that those who were lovers of order and common
laws, and who first introduced them, whenmen were living

without law and order, may well have this testimony, that

they were better than other men in mildness and natural

virtue. And certainly such persons endeavour to have every
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thing they introduce believed to be very ancient, that they
may not be thought to imitate others, but may rather seem
themselves to have suggested a regular way of living to

others. Since, then, this is the ease, the excellency of a
legislator is seen in seeing what is best, and in persuading

those who are to use the laws he ordains to have a good
opinion of them, and the excellency of a people is seen in

their abiding by the laws, and making no changes in them,

either in prosperity or adversity. Now I say that our
legislator is the most ancient of all the legislators who
are anywhere recorded. Tor Lycurgus and Solon, and
Zaleucus the legislator of the Locrians, and all those legis-

lators who are admired by the Greeks, seem to be of

yesterday if compared with our legislator, indeed the very

name of law was not so much as known in old times among
the G-reeks. Homer bears me out in this, for he never

uses the word law in all his poems ;

' for indeed there

was in his time no such thing, but the multitude was
governed by undefined opinions and by the orders of their

kings. They continued also a long time after Homer in

the use of these unwritten customs, although they fre-

quently changed them to suit a particular emergency.
But our legislator, who was of so much greater antiquity

than the rest (as even those who speak against us upon all

occasions admit), exhibited himself to the people as their

best guide and counsellor, and included in his legislation

the whole conduct of life, and persuaded them to receive

it, and brought it to pass that those who were acquainted
with his laws did most carefully observe them.

§ 17. Now let lis consider his first and greatest work.

When it was resolved on by our forefathers to leave Egypt,

and to return to their own country, he took the many
myriads of the people, and safely rescued them out of

many difiiculties. For it was necessary for them to travel

over a waterless and sandy desert, and to overcome their

enemies, and during their battles to preserve their chil-

dren and wives and spoil ; on all which occasions he showed
himself a most excellent general, and a most sagacious

counsellor, and one that took the truest care of thein aU. He

' Hesiod is the first who uses the word vn^og.



BOOK II.J AGAINST APION. 241

also SO brought it about, that the whole multitude de-

pended upon him, and -while he made them always obedient

to what he enjoined, he never used his authority for his

own private advantage. And at the time when eminent
men do most gain great power for themselves, and pave the

way for tyi-anny, and accustom the people to live very law-

lessly, our legislator, on the contrary, though he had such

great authority, thought he ought to have regard to piety,

and to show his great good-will to the people ; for so he

thought he might best show his own virtue, and might
secure the most lasting prosperity to those who had made
him their leader. As therefore his intentions were so good,

and he had performed such wonderful exploits, we justly

looked upon ourselves as having a divine leader and coun-

sellor. And when he had first persuaded himseK that his

actions and designs were agreeable to Grod's will, he thought

it his duty to impress that notion above all things upon
the multitude : for those who believe that Grod surveys their

lives cannot bear the thought of sin. Such then was the

character of our legislator, who was no impostor, or de-

ceiver, as his revilers say unjustly, but such a one as they

boast Minos to have been among the Greeks, and other

legislators after him. For some of them maintained that

they had their laws from God, and Minos referred the

oracular origin of his laws to Apollo and his oracle at

Delphi, whether they thought they were reaUy so derived,

or that they could so more easily persuade the people to

obey them. And as to who made the best laws, and who
had the justest ideas as to faith in God, it is easy to deter-

mine this by comparing the laws themselves together, for it

is time that we come to that point. Now there are innu-

merable differences in detail in the customs and laws that

obtain among all mankind ; for some legislators have per-

mitted their governments to be monarchies, others oligar-

chies, and others democracies. But our legislator had no

regard to any of these things, but ordained our government

to be what, by a strained expression, may be termed a Theo-

cracy, ascribing the sovereignty and authority to God, and

persuading all the people to look to him as the author of all

good things that were enjoyed either in common by all man-

kind, or by each individual privately, and of all that they

V. B
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themselves obtained by praying to him in their greatest

straits. He informed them also that it was impossible to

escape God's observation, either in any of their outward
actions, or in any of their inward thoughts. Moreover, he

represented God as unbegotten, and immutable through all

eternity, surpassing all mortal conception in beauty, and
though known to us by his power, yet unknown to us as to

his essence. I do not now say that the wisest of the Greeks

were taught these notions of God by principles that Moses
supplied them with ; but they have borne emphatic witness

that these notions are good and agreeable to the nature and
majesty of God. For Pythagoras, and Anaxagoras, and
Plato, and the Stoic Philosophers that succeeded them, and
almost all other philosophers, seem to have had the same
notions about the nature of God. But these men durst not

disclose those true notions to more than a few, because the

body of the people were prepossessed by other opinions,

while our legislator, who made his actions square with his

laws, not only prevailed upon his contemporaries to agree

to his notions, but so firmly imprinted this faith in God
upon all their posterity, that it could never be removed.

And the reason why our lawgiver in his legislation far ex-

ceeded all other legislators in utility to all, is that he did

not make religion a part of virtue, but had the insight to

make the various virtues parts of religion ; I mean justice,

and fortitude, and self-control, and the mutual harmony in

all things of the members of the community with one an-

other. For all our actions and studies and words have a

connection with piety towards God ; for he has left none of

these things indefinite or undetermined. For there are two
ways of arriving at any discipline or moral conduct of life

;

the one is by instruction in words, the other by exercises in

practice. Now all other lawgivers separated these two ways
in their codes, and choosing the one of those methods which
best pleased them, neglected the other. Thus did the Lace-
dsemonians and the Cretans teach by exercises in jiractice,

and not by words ; while the Athenians and almost all the
other Greeks made laws about what was to be done or left

undone, but neglected exercising people thereto in practice.

§ 18. But our legislator very carefully joined these two
methods of instruction together : for he neither left these
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exercises in practice to go on without verbal instruction, nor
did he permit the hearing of the law to proceed without
exercises in practice ; hut beginning immediately with the
earliest infancy, and the appointment of every one's diet, he
left nothing of the very smallest consequence to be done at
the pleasure and caprice of the persons themselves ; but
made fixed rules and laws what sorts of food they should
abstain from, and what sorts they should make use of, as
also what intercourse they should have with others ; what
diligence they should use in their occupations, and what
times of rest should be interposed ; that, by living under
those laws as under a father and a master, we might be
guilty of no sin either from wiMulness or ignorance. For
he did not suffer the pretext of ignorance to be valid, but
showed the law to be the best and most necessary of instruc-

tions, for he bade the people leave off all their other employ-
ments, and assemble together to hear the law, and to be
perfectly instructed in it, not once or twice or often, but
every week ; a thing which all other legislators seem to have
neglected.

§ 19. Indeed most of mankind are so far from living ac-

cording to their own laws, that they hardly know them, but
when they have sinned, then they learn from others that

they have transgressed the law. Even those who are in the

highest and most important offices confess they are not ac-

quainted with their laws, and are obliged to take such per-

sons as profess to have skill in those laws for their assessors

in the administration of pubUc affairs. But if any body do

but ask any one of our people about our laws, he could more
easily tell them all than he could tell his own name. For
because of our having learned them as soon as ever we be-

came sensible of any thing, we have them as it were en-

graven on our souls. And our transgressors of them are

but few, and it is impossible, when any do ofEend, to escape

punishment by entreaty for pardon.

§ 20. And it is this very thing that principally creates such

wonderful oneness of mind amongst us all. For our having
one and the same opinion about God, and our havingno diffe-

rence from one another in our course of life and manners,

brings about among us the most excellent accord in manners
that is anywhere among mankind. For among us alone
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will no one hear any discourses about Grod that contradict

one another, which are yet frequent among other nations

(and this is true not only among ordinary persons, according

as every one is personally disposed, but some of the philo-

sophers also have been bold enough to indulge in such
speculations, some of them having attempted to take away
all the nature of God, as others of them have taken away
his providence over mankind), nor will any one perceive

amongst us any difference in the conduct of our lives, but
the works of all among us are common, and we have one
doctrine about God, which chimes in with our law, and
affirms that he surveys all things. And as to the conduct
of our lives, that we consider that all things ought to have
piety for their end, any body may hear from our women
and servants.

§ 21. Hence indeed has arisen the accusation which
some bring against us, that we have produced no men that

have been inventors of new deeds or words. For all other

nations think it a fine thing to stick to nothing that has been
handed down from their forefathers, and testify to the clever

wisdom of men who are bold enough to ignore their tradi-

tions ; whereas we, on the contrary, suppose it to be our
only wisdom and virtue neither to act nor think contrary to
our original laws. Now this is a reasonable proof that our
legislation is admirable ; for laws which are not thus well
made are proved upon trial to want amendment.

§ 22. And as we are ourselves persuaded that our law
was made agreeably to the will of God, it would be impious
for us not to observe the same. For what is there in it

that any body would change, or what could one invent
better, or what could one borrow from other people's laws
more excellent ? Would any have the entire frame-work of
our polity altered ? And what could be a better or more
righteous constitution than ours, which makes us esteem
God the governor of the universe, and commits to the
priests generally the administration of the principal affairs,

and again intrusts the rule over the other priests to the
high priest who is supreme over everything ? Nor did our
legislator, at their first appointment, advance these priests

to that dignity for their riches, or for any other fortuitous
advantages, but he intrusted the management of divine
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•worship mainly to those who exceeded others in powers of
persuasion and in self-control. These men had the strict

care of the law, and had the rest of the people's conduct
committed to them : for the priests were ordained to be
overseers of everything, and to be judges in doubtful cases,

and to be the punisliers of those who were condemned to

suffer punishment.

§ 23. What form of government then can be more holy
than this ? what more worthy worship can be paid to G-od
than we pay, where the entire body of the people are pre-

pared for religion, where an extraordinary degree of care is

required in the priests, and where the whole polity is so

ordered as if it were a sort of religious solemnity? For what
foreigners, when they solemnize such festivals, and call

them mysteries and initiations, are not able to observe even
for a few days, we observe with much pleasure and un-
shaken resolution during our whole lives. "What are the

things then that we are commanded or forbidden ? They
are simple and well known. The first command is con-

cerning God, and affirms that God is almighty and perfect

and happy, self-sufficing and sufficient for all other beings,

the beginning, the middle, and the end of all things. He
is manifest in his works and benefits, and more conspicuous

than any other being whatever ; but as to his form and
size he is most obscure. All materials, let them be ever so

costly, are unworthy to compose an image of him, and all

arts are inartistic to express the notion of him. We cannot

see any thing like him, nor is it agreeable to piety to con-

jecture about him. We see his works, the light, the

heaven, the earth, the sun and moon, the waters, the gene-

rations of animals, and the growth of fruits. God did not

make these things with hands nor with labour, nor did he

need the assistance of any to co-operate with him : but as

his will resolved they should be made and be good also,

they were made and became good immediately. AU men
ought to follow and worship him in the exercise of virtue

;

for this way of worship of God is the most holy.

§ 24. There is also but one temple for one God (for like-

ness is the constant foundation of agreement'), common to

' MuUer compares Aristotle, Ethics, ix. 3, 3 ; viii. 1, 6.
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all men, because God is common to all men. His priests-

are continually about his worship, over whom he that is

head of the family presides. His business is to offer sacri-

fices to God with his fellow-priests, to see that the laws are

observed, to determine controversies, and to punish those

who are convicted of wrong-doing. And he that does not

submit to him is subject to the same punishment as

if he had been guily of impiety towards God himself.

When we offer sacrifices to him, we do not do so to surfeit

ourselves or to be drunk (for such excesses are against the

will of God, and the sacrifices would then be an excuse for

riot and luxury), but by keeping ourselves sober, orderly,

and ready for our other occupations, and being more tem-

perate ' than others. And at the sacrifices themselves, we
ought first to pray for the common welfare of all, and after

that for our own (for we are made for fellowship with one

another), and he who prefers the common good to his own
private good is especially acceptable to God. And let our
prayers and s\ipj)lications be made to God, not so much
that he would give us what is good, (for he has already

given that of his own accord, and distributed it alike to

all,) as that we may duly receive it, and when we have
received it keep it. The law has also appointed several

purifications at our sacrifices, whereby we are cleansed after

a funeral, after any nocturnal pollution, and after connec-

tion with our wives, and after several other things which it

would be too long now to set down. Such is our rationale

concerning God and his worshij^, and the law is also the

same.

§ 25. What, again, are our laws about marriages ? The
law recognizes no connection of the sexes but the natural

connection between a man and his wife, and that only for

the procreation of children ; and it abhors sodomy, and
death is the punishment for that crime. The law com-
mands us also, when we marry, not to have regard to dowry,

nor to take a woman by violence, nor to persuade her by
deceit and guile, but to demand her in marriage of him who
has power to dispose of her, and is fit ^ to give her away be-

cause of his nearness of kin. For the legislator says that a.

' Reading o-w^povii/ici' with Beliker and Miiller.

^ I read i-n-iTriSiiov.
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woman is inferior to her husband in all things. Let her,

therefore, be obedient to him ; not that he should ill-treat

her, but that she may acknowledge her position to be a
subordinate one, for God has given the authority to the
husband. A husband is to lie only with his wife, and to
seduce another man's wife is a wicked thing, which, if any
one ventures upon, death is inevitably his punishment, as it

is also his who forces a virgin betrothed to another man.
The law, moreover, enjoins us to bring up all our offspring,

and forbids women to cause abortion of what is begotten,

or to destroy the fcetus in any other way,' for she will be
an infanticide who thus destroys life and diminishes the
human race. If any one, therefore, commits adultery or

seduction, he cannot be clean. Why, even after the regular
connection of man and wife, the law enjoins that they shall

both wash themselves. For there is a defilement contracted

thereby both of soul and body, as if they had travelled into

another country. For the soul suffers from its union with
the body,^ and is only freed therefrom again by death.

On this account the law requires purification in all such
cases.

§ 26. Moreover the law does not permit us to feast at

the births of our children, and so make excuses for drink-

ing to excess, but it ordains that the very beginning of life

should be sober. It also commands us to bring our chil-

dren up in learning, and to make them conversant with the

laws, and acquainted with the acts of their forefathers, that

they may imitate them, and being nourished up in them
may neither transgress them, nor have any excuse for

ignorance of them.

§ 27. Our law also provides for the decent burial of the

dead, but without any extravagant expense at their funerals,

and without the erection of any handsome monimients for

them, and orders that the nearest relations should per-

form their obsequies. It also ordains that all who pass by
when any one is buried should accompany the funeral,

and join in the lamentation. It also orders that the house

and its inhabitants should be purified after the funeral is

over, that every one may thence learn to be as far as pos-

' I follow Muller's reading here. " I read irw/iori.
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sible from thinking himself pure, if he has been guilty of

murder.

§ 28. Tlie law also ordains, that parents should be

honoured next after G-od himself, and orders the son who
does not requite them for the benefits he has received from
them, but conies short on any occasion, to be handed over

to justice and stoned. It also says that young men should

pay due respect to every elder, since G-od is the eldest of all

beings. It does not give leave to conceal any thing from
our friends, for that is not friendship which will not trust

them in all things. It also forbids the revelation of their

secrets, if subsequent enmity arise between them. If any
judge take bribes, his punishment is death. He that

neglects one that begs for aid, when he is able to relieve

him, is liable to be called to account. What one has not
intrusted to another, cannot be required back again. No
one is to touch another's goods. He that lends money
must not receive interest. These, and many more of the

like sort, are the rules that unite us in the bonds of society

with one another.

§ 29. It will also be worth our while to see what equity
our legislator would have us exercise in our intercourse

with strangers. For it will then appear that he made the
best provision he possibly could, that we should neither

infringe our own polity, nor show a grudging spirit to those
who would cultivate a friendship with us. Thus our legis-

lator receives in a friendly manner all those who wish to

come and live under our laws, esteeming relationship to

lie not only in race but also in similarity of life and manners.
But he does not allow those who come to us only to sojourn
for a time to be admitted into communion with us.

§ 30. There are, however, various things which our legis-

lator ordered us as obligatory on us to impart to all men ; as
to give fire, water, and food, to such as require them, and to

show them the way, and not to let any one lie unburied.
He also would have us treat those accounted ' our enemies
with moderation. For he does not allow us to set their

country on fire, nor does he permit us to cut down their

fruit trees ; he also forbids us to strip those that have

' Reading Kpiffivrac with Bcltker.
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been slain in war. He has also provided for such as are
taken captive, that they may not be ill-treated, and espe-
cially the captive women. Indeed, he has taught us gentle-
ness and humanity so effectually, that he has not neglected
the care of brute beasts, permitting no other than the
regular use of them, and forbidding any other. And if

any of them flee to our houses as suppliants, we are for-

bidden to slay them. Nor may we kill the dams with
their young ones ; and we are obliged, even in an enemy's
country, to spare and not kill those animals that labour
for mankind. Thus has our lawgiver contrived to teach
us merciful conduct every way, by using us to such laws
as instruct us therein : while at the same time he has
ordained, that such as break these laws should be punished
without excuse.

§ 31. Now most offences with us are capital, as if any
one is guilty of adultery, if any forces a virgin, if any one is

so impudent as to attempt to commit sodomy with a male,
or if the person solicited submits to be so used. The law
is also equally inexorable for slaves. And if any one cheats

another in measures or weights, or makes a knavish bargain
and sale to cheat another, or if any one steal what belongs
to another, and takes what he never deposited, all these

have punishments allotted them, and that not such as are

met with among other nations, but more severe ones. And
as to misbehaviour to parents, or impiety to G-od, for the

very intention the offender is put to death immediately.

For those, on the other hand, who act according to the laws

the reward is not silver nor gold, nor again a crown of wild

olive or parsley, nor any such public mark of commenda-
tion ; but each one, having his own conscience bearing him
witness, believes (on the word of the legislator, confirmed

by the sure testimony of Grod) that to those that observe

these laws, even though they should be obliged to die

willingly for them, G-od has granted that they shall come
into being again, and after their vicissitudes have a better

life than they had before. I should hesitate to write thus

at this time, were it not well known to all from their actions,

that many of our people have frequently bravely resolved

to endure any sufferings, rather than speak one word against

our law.
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§ 32. Indeed, had our nation not happened to he known
to all men, and had our voluntary suhmission to our laws

not heen open and manifest, but somebody read these laws

to the Greeks, either pretending to have written them him-
self, or asserting that he had met with men outside the

limits of the known world who had such sublime notions

of Grod, and had continued many a century in the steady

observance of such laws as ours, I cannot but suppose that

all men would admire our nation because of the frequent

changes they had themselves been subject to. For those

who have attempted to write something of the same kind as

a polity and code of laws, are accused of composing mons-
trous things, and are said to have undertaken an impossible

task. I will say nothing here of those other philosophers

who have undertaken any thing of this kind in their

writings. But Plato, who is admired by the Greeks as re-

markable for his lofty life and force of language, and who
in powers of persuasion excelled all other philosophers,

continues to be little better than laughed at and publicly

ridiculed as on the stage by those that pretend to sagacity

in political affairs : although he who shall diUgently peruse

his writings, will find them mild and pretty near to the
customs of the generality of mankind. And Plato him-
self confesses that it is not safe to publish the true notion

concerning God among the ignorant multitude. Yet some
men look upon Plato's discourses as no better than certain

idle words tricked out with great artifice. However, they
admire Lycurgus most of all legislators, and all men cele-

brate Sparta for having continued in the observance of

his laws for a very long time. So let it be admitted a
proof of virtue to obey the laws. But then let such as

admire this in the Lacedaemonians, compare the duration

of their polity with the more than two thousand years that

our polity has lasted, and let them further consider that,

though the Lacedsemonians seemed to observe their laws*

strictly, while they enjoyed their liberty, yet, when they

underwent a change of fortune, they almost forgot all those

laws ; while we, though we have had ten thousand reverses,

owing to the frequent changes of rulers in Asia, have never

abandoned our laws in the most pressing distresses we
have been in, nor neglected them either from sloth or
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luxury
; yet, if any one will consider the matter, the diffi-

culties and labours laid upon us have been far greater than
what seem to have been borne by the fortitude of the
Lacedaemonians. For they neither cultivated their land,

nor exercised any trades, but lived in their own city, free

from all labour, in the enjoyment of plenty, and using such
exercises as might improve their bodies, while they made
use of other men to minister to them in all the necessaries

of life, and had their food prepared for them by them

;

enduring all toils and hardships merely for this one * noble
and humane end, that they might be able to conquer all

those against whom they made war ! I need not add that

they did not always succeed in this ; for not only a few in-

dividuals, but multitudes of them have frequently en masse

neglected the precepts of their law, and surrendered with
their arms to their enemies.

§ 33. Now, as for ourselves, I venture to say, that no
one can tell of so many, nay, of more than one or two, that

have abandoned our laws, or feared death, I do not mean
that easiest of deaths which happens in battles, but that

which comes with bodily tortures, and seems to be the

hardest death of all. Indeed I think those that have con-

quered us have put us to such deaths, not from their hatred

to us when they had got us in their power, but rather from
their desire to see a wonderful sight, namely, that there

are men in the world, who believe the only evU is being

compelled to do or to speak any thing contrary to their

laws ! Nor ought men to wonder at us, if we are more
courageous in dying for our laws than all other men are.

For other men do not easily submit to what seem the

easiest of our practices, I mean such things as working
with our hands, and simple diet, and being contented to

eat and drink and lie with our wives by rule, as also in

respect to luxury, and again in the constant observance of

our days of rest. For those that can use their swords in

war, and can put their enemies to flight when they attack

them, cannot bear to submit to rules about their mode of

living ; whereas our being accustomed willingly to submit
to laws in these cases makes us readier to show our forti-

tude upon other occasions also.

' Eeading if er. Of course the sentence is ironical.



252 THE WORKS OF PLAVITIS JOSEPHUS. [bOOK II.

§ 34. Yet the Lysimachuses and the Moles, and some
other such writers, reprobate sophists, and deceivers of

young men, abuse us as the vilest of mankind. Now I

had no mind to make an inquiry into the laws of other

nations. For the custom of our country is to keep our
own laws, and not to bring accusations against the laws of

others ; and indeed our legislator has expressly forbidden

us to jeer or rail at those that are esteemed gods by other

people,' out of respect to the very name of God. But
as our antagonists think to run us down by a comparison

of their religion and ours, it is not possible to keep silence,

especially as what I shall say to confute these men will

not be now first said, but has been already said by many
of the highest reputation. For who among those that have
been admired among the Greeks for wisdom has not greatly

censured not only the most famous poets, but also the

most esteemed legislators, for spreading originally among
the masses such notions concerning the gods as that they

may be allowed to be as numerous as they themselves

have a mind to declare, and that they are begotten by
one another, and that in all kinds of ways imaginable.

They also classify them in their places and ways of living,

as one would classify various kinds of animals, placing

some under the earth,'^ and some in the sea,' and they re-

present the ancientest of them all as bound in Tartarus ;

*

whereas in the case of those gods to whom they have
allotted heaven, they have set over them one, who in name
is their father, but in his actions a tyrant and despot

;

' so

that his wife, and brother, and daughter (which daughter '^

he brought forth from his own head), made a conspiracy

against him to seize upon him and confine him, as he had
himself seized upon and confined his own father."

§ 36. Justly do the wisest men think such notions as

these deserving of severe rebukes, and also laugh at the

idea that we ought to believe some of the gods to be beard-

' Compare Antiq. iv. 8, § 10.—W.
" As Piuto and Persephone.
' As Poseidon, Amphitrite, the Nereids, and Proteus.
* As Cronos and the Titans.
' Zeus is referred to. ° Athene.
'' Cronos.
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less and striplings, and others of them to be old and
bearded/ and that some are set to trades, as one god is a
smith,^ and one goddess a weaver,^ and that another god is

a warrior and fights with men,^ and that others of them are

harpers,^ or delight in archery ;

" and also that mutual
strife arises among them, and that they quarrel about man-
kind, till they not only lay hands upon one another, but

are also wounded by men and lament and wail7 But what
is grossest of all are those unbridled lusts and amours
ascribed to almost all of them. Indeed, how can it be
other than most absurd to ascribe all this to gods and god-

desses ? Then the most noble and chief of all the gods, and
himself also their father," neglects those goddesses ° whom
he has seduced and got with child, and suffers them to be

put in prison or exposed to the sea." He is also so

mastered by fate, that he cannot save his own offspring,

nor can he bear their deaths without shedding tears.

These are fine things indeed, as are the rest that follow

!

Adultery truly was so shamelessly looked on in heaven by
the gods, that some of them confessed they envied those

who were taken in the very act ! And why should they not

do so, when the eldest of them and their king could not in

the violence of his lust wait for connection with his wife

till they could get into their bedchamber ? " And some of

the gods are fabled to have been servants to men, some-

times as builders for pay,'- and sometimes as shepherds,"

while others, like malefactors, are bound in a prison of

brass.'* Now what sensible person would not be provoked at

such stories, to rebuke those that made them up, and to

condemn the great silliness of those that believe them?
Nay, others have personified as gods terror and fear, and

' MuUer conipares " Jovem semper barbatum, ApoUinem semper im-

berbem. Cic. Nat. Deor. i. 30, 83. Cf. Hor. Sat. ii. 3, 249."

- Hephaestus. ' Athene. * Ares.
* As Apollo. ' As Apollo and Artemis.
' As Aphrodite. See Hom. Iliad, v. 335-380.
' Zeus, who is frequently called the father of gods and men, as.

Homer, Iliad, i. 544.
' As Leto, Semele, lo, Daniie. ^° As Danae.
" An allusion to Homer, Iliad, xiv. 292-353.
" As Poseidon and Apollo. " As Apollo.

" As Cronos and the Titans.
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even madness and fraud, and other of the vilest passions.

Azid they have persuaded cities to offer sacrifices to the

better sort of these gods. Thus they have been absolutely

forced to esteem some gods as the givers of good things,

and to call others averters of evil. And these last they
endeavour to move, as they would the vilest of men, by gifts

and presents, expecting to receive some great mischief from
them, unless they bribe them as it were by such offerings.

§ 36. What then is the cause of such irregularity and
scandal as to the Deity? I suppose it to be derived from
the imperfect knowledge their legislators had from the

first of the true nature of G-od, and because they did not
explain to the people even so much as they themselves
comprehended of it, nor did they frame the rest of their

polity in accordance with it, but omitted it as a thing of

very little consequence, and not only gave leave to the poets
to introduce what gods they pleased, subject to all sorts of

passions, but also allowed the orators to enroll by plebiscite

such foreign gods as they thought proper. The painters

also and statuaries of Greece enjoyed great power in this

respect, as each of them could devise the similitude of a

god, the one forming it out of clay, and the other by paint-

ing a picture ; but the most admired sculptors used ivory

and gold as the constant materials for their new statues.

Moreover, the gods, who first flourished in the honours done
them, are now grown old, and certain other new gods are in-

troduced and worshipped. As for the temples, some of them
are desolate, and others are built anew, according to the

pleasure of individual men ; whereas they ought on the

contrary to have preserved their opinion about G-od and the

honour due to him without change.^

§ 37. Now Apollonius Molo belonged to the category of

foolish and vain men. However, nothing that I have said

was unknown to those who were real philosophers among
the Greeks, nor were they ignorant of the frigid preten-

sions of allegories. And so they justly despised them, and
agreed with us in true and becoming notions of God. From
this standpoint Plato would not admit into his republic

any one of the other poets, and dismisses even Homer him-

' I have followi'il Muller's text in tlie lattei- part of this section.
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self -with panegyric, after placing a garland on Lis head
and pouring ointment upon him, that he should not destroy
right notions about God with his fables. Plato also espe-
cially imitated our legislator in that he enjoined his citizens

to pay to nothing more attention than to this, that every
one of them should learn their laws accurately ; as also

that they should not have foreigners TniTring with their

own people at random, but that the republic should be
pure, and consist only of such as oheyed the laws. Apol-
lonius ilolo did no way consider this, when he accused us
of not admitting such as have their own preconceptions
about G-od, and having no fellowship with those who
choose to observe a different way of living to ourselves.

For this method is not peculiar to us, but common to all men,
not to Greeks only, but also to such as are of the greatest

reputation among the Greeks. Why, the Lacedaemonians
continually expelled foreigners, and would not suffer their

own citizens to travel abroad, suspecting that both these

things would tend to the detriment of their own laws.

And perhaps there may be some reason to blame the rigid

severity of the Lacedaemonians, for they gave no one the

privilege of citizenship or indeed leave to live among them

;

whereas we, though we do not think fit to imitate the ways
of others, yet willingly admit those that desire to share ours.

And I tli^TiTr I may reckon this a proof both of our humanity
and magnanimity also.

§ 38. But I shall say no more about the Lacedae-

monians. And as to the Athenians, who glory in having
made their city common to all men, Apollonius did not

know what their behaviour was either, for they punished
without m^ercy those who did but speak one word about the

gods contrary to their laws. For on what other account

was it that Socrates was put to death ? For certainly he
neither betrayed their city to its enemies, nor was he guilty

of any sacrilege with regard to any of their temples ; but
it was because he swore by novel oaths, and affirmed either

in earnest, or, as some say, only in jest, that a demon

'

used to intimate to him [what he should or should not

do,] that he was condemned to die by drinking hemlock

;

' Or "genius." See Xenophon's Memorabilia, i. 1, § 2. See also

Plutarch's Essay, De genio Socratis.
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and his accuser ' also complaiued that he corrupted the

young men, because he induced them to despise the policy

and laws of their city. Such was the punishment of

Socrates, though a citizen of Athens. And Anaxagoras of

Clazomense ^ was within a few Totes of being condemned
to death, because he said the sun, which the Athenians
thought a god, was a red-hot mass of fire. They also made
public proclamation, that they would give a talent to any
one who would kill Diagoras of Melos,^ because he was said

to have laughed at their mysteries. Protagoras also, who
was thought to have written something about the gods that

was not admitted by the Athenians, would have been
arrested and put to death, if he had not fled quickly. Nor
need we at all wonder that they thus treated such consider-

able men, seeing that they did not even spare women. For
indeed they slew a certain priestess, because she was accused

by somebody of initiating people into the worship of strange

gods, for it was forbidden to do so by one of their laws,

and capital punishment was decreed to such as introduced a

strange god. But it is manifest that those who made such
a law did not believe the gods of other nations to be really

gods, else they would not have grudged themselves the ad-

vantage of more gods than they already had. Such was the

happy administration of the affairs of the Athenians ! The
Scythians also take a pleasure in killing men, and diiier

little from brute beasts, yet they think it reasonable to have
their institutions observed ; and they put to death Anachar-
sis,* a person greatly admired for his wisdom by the Greeks,

because on his return home to them he appeared full of

Greek customs. One may also find many to have been
punished among the Persians on the very same account.

But it is plain that ApoUonius was greatly pleased with
the laws of the Persians, and admired them, doubtless

because the Greeks enjoyed the advantage of their courage
and similar opinions about the gods ! This similarity of

opinion in religious matters was exhibited in their burning
temples, and their courage in coming and almost entirely

' Meletus.
^ Kelisman, on the south side of the bay of Smyrna.
' The island of Milo, one of the Cyclades.
* See Herodotus, iv. 76, 77.
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enslaving the Greeks. And ApoUonius imitated all the
Persian institutions, forcing other men's wives, and castra-
ting their sons. Now with us it is a capital crime, i£ any
one thus ill-treats even a brute beast : and neither the fear
of our conquerors, nor the desire of imitating what other
nations hold in esteem, has been able to draw us away from
our own laws. Nor have we exercised our courage in un-
dertaking wars to increase our wealth, but only to continue
in the observance of our laws : for though we bear other
losses with patience, yet when any persons would compel us
to violate our laws, we then choose to go to war, even
against tremendous odds, and bear the greatest calamities
to the last with much fortitude. And why indeed should
we desire to imitate the laws of other nations, when we see
that they are not even observed by their own legislators ?

Tor why should not the Lacedaemonians condemn that polity

which suffers them not to associate with others, as also their
contempt of matrimony ? And why should not the people
of Elis ' and the Thebans abolish that unnatural and un-
restrained lust of sodomy so common among them ? ^ For
they do not admit their objection to what they of old thought
to be very excellent and very convenient to do, unless they
entirely avoid all such practices in their actions, nay, they
corrupt their laws, which had once such a power among the
Greeks, that they ascribed these sodomitical practices to

the gods themselves,' and represented in the same way that
the gods married their own sisters,^ contriving this apology
for their own strange and unnatural lusts.^'

§ 39. I omit now to speak concerning punishments, and
how many ways of compounding for them most legislators

of old gave evil-doers, as for adulteries fines in money, and
for seducing virgins to marry them, as also how many
loopholes they supply to deny the facts, if any one attempts

to inquire into them. For amongst most nations it is quite a
•studied art, how men may transgress their laws ; but it is

^ On the west coast of Peloponnesus.
" See Cicero, Beji. iv. 4 ; Plutarch, On Education, § xv. ; Xenophon's

Symposium, viii. 33, 34.
^ As in the famous case of Ganymede.
• As Zeus and Hera. Homer, Iliad, xvi. 432.
^ Surely we must read aiiToXg, not airalf.

V. s
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not so amongst us. For though we should be deprived of

our wealth and cities and any other advantages we have, our

law continues immortal : nor can any Jew go so far from

his own country, nor be so afraid of a harsh despot, as not

to fear the law more than him. If, then, this is the dis-

position we are in with regard to our laws because of the

excellency of them, let our enemies make this concession

that our laws are most admirable ; but if they still imagine,

though we so firmly adhere to them, that they are bad laws

notwithstanding, what penalties then do they not deserve

to undergo, who do not observe their own laws, which they

esteem superior to ours ? And since length of time is

esteemed to be the truest touchstone in all cases, I would
make that a witness of the excellence of our legislator, and
of the account delivered to us by him concerning God. For
since immense time has intervened, if any one will but
compare his period with the period of other legislators,

he will find our legislator to have been the most ancient

of all.

§ 40. I have already fully shown our laws, and they have
always inspired imitation and still more admiration in all

other men.' For the earliest G-reek philosophers, though
to all appearance they observed the laws of their own coun-

tries, yet in their actions and philosophical notions followed

our legislator, instructing men to live sparingly, and to

have friendly communications with one another. More-
over, multitudes have had a great inclination now for a

long time to follow our religious observances ; nor is there

any city of the Greeks, nor any barbarian city, nor any
nation, where our custom of resting on the seventh day has
not reached, and by whom our fasts, and burning of lamps,

and many of our prohibitions as to food, are not observed.

They also endeavour to imitate our mutual concord with
one another, and the charitable distribution of our goods,

and our diligence in our trades, and our fortitude in under-

.

going the distresses we are exposed to on accoimt of our
laws. And what is most wonderful, our law has no bait of

pleasure to allure men to it, but only gains ground on its

own merits ; and as God himself pervades all the world, so

' I suggest dvBpuwoie fiifiriaLV dii,Kai fiaXKov aiiruiv SijXov ijiirmoil^Kaai.

Itaque verti.
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has our law passed through all the world also. If any one
will but reflect on his own country and family, he will not
discredit what I say. It is therefore but just either to con-
demn all mankind of voluntary depravity, for their desire

to follow laws foreign to them and evil in themselves,
rather than following laws of their own that are of a better

character, or else our accusers must leave off their spite

against us. For we are not guilty of any grudging beha-
viour to them in honouring our own legislator, and in be-
lieving what he has prophetically taught us about God.
For even if we were unable ourselves to understand the ex-

cellence of all our laws, yet would the number of those
who desire to imitate them induce us to plume ourselves

greatly upon them.

§ 41. But I have given an accurate account of our laws
and polity in my work on the Antiquities ; and have only

mentioned them so far now as was necessary to my present

purpose, neither proposing to myself to blame the laws of

other nations, nor to make an encomium upon our own,
but only to confute those who have written unjustly about

us, and in shameless antagonism to the truth. And now I

think I have sufficiently done what I proposed in writing

these two books.' For whereas our accusers have said

that our nation are a people of very late origin, I have
proved that they are exceedingly ancient ; for I have pro-

duced as witnesses many ancient writers, who have m.en-

tioned us in their books, while they affirmed no writer had
done so. Moreover, they said that our ancestors were

Egyptians, while I have proved that we came from another

country into Egypt. They also told lies of us, as if we
were expelled thence on account of disease in our bodies,

whereas it has appeared on the contrary that we returned

to our own country by our own choice, and with sound and
strong bodies. They reproached our legislator again as a

very paltry fellow : whereas Grod in old time bore witness

to his virtuous conduct, and since Him time itself has been

found to have borne witness to the same.

§ 42. As to our laws themselves, more words are un-

necessary. For they can be seen for themselves, and evi-

' Namelj', against Apion.
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dently do not teach impiety, but the truest piety in the

world, not calling men to misanthropy, but encouraging

people to share what they have with one another freely

;

being enemies to injustice, and eager for righteousness, and
anxious to banish idleness and expensive living, and teach-

ing men to be content with what they have, and to be labo-

rious in their callings ; and forbidding men to make war
from a desire of greed, and making men bold in defending

the laws ; and inexorable in punishing malefactors ; and
admitting no sophistry of words, but ever establishing them-
selves by actions, which we ever adduce as surer proofs than

what is written only. And so I make bold to say, that we
are become the teachers of other men in the greatest num-
ber of things, and those the most excellent. For what is

more excellent than inviolable piety ? what is more just

than obedience to the laws ? and what is more advantageous

than mutual love and concord, and neither to be divided by
calamities, nor to become injurious and seditious in pros-

perity, but to despise death when we are in war, and to

apply ourselves in peace to trade and agriculture, while we
are persuaded that Grod surveys and directs every thing

everywhere. If these precepts had either been written be-

fore by others, or more exactly observed, we should have
owed them thanks as their disciples, but if it is plain that

we have made more use of them than any other men, and
if we have proved that the original invention of them is our
own, let the Apions and Molos, and all others who delight

in lies and abuse, stand confuted. And let this and the

previous book ' be dedicated to you, Epaphroditus, who are

so great a lover of truth, and for your sake to those who
like you wish to know about our nation."

^ Against Apion.
' I take this opportunity of stating that I have found the edition of

Josephus "Against Apion" of J. G. Miiller, Basel, 1877, very useful

indeed. Had he but extended his labours to all Josephus ! His Notes
are most thorough and complete.

END.
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25, 29, 31, 32, 33, 37, 38, 39,

40, 41, 44-48, 49-53, 85, 86.

Indian philosophers, v. 162, 198.

Isaiah, the prophet, v. 170, 220,
note.

Ister, the river (now Danube), iv.

187 ; V. 135.

Jamnia, iv.10,30, 32, 146, 147,304,
339.

Jericho, iv. 11, 26, 32, 58, 59, 63,

64, 65, 70, 74, 79, 82, 86, 129,

139, 141, 204, 337, 340, 341,

342, 343 ; v. 6.

Jerusalem, iv. 3-7, 10, 24, 26, 27,

28, 29, 31, 32, 34, 38, 39, 41, 44,

47, 49, &c. Described, v. 17-

23. Captured five times, v. 123.

Jews, thi-ee sects among the, iv.

150-157.

John, of Gischala, iv. 219-225,

298-303, 312-314, 333 ; v. 4, 5,

6, 13, 52, 56, 70, 74, 75,83, 84,

122, 138 153.
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Joppa, iv. 10, 30, 57, 77, 80, 147,

207, 236, 275, 276.

Jordan, the river, iv. 74, 79, 95,

129, 139, 141, 234-237, 285,

337, 340,341.

Joseph, brother of Herod the

Great, iv. 34, 51, 56, 59, 63, 64,

66.

Josephus, iv. 2, 216-227, 237, 238,

246, 247, 250-260,267-274, 276,

277, 358, 359 ; v. 32, 40, 45-52,

68, 83-86, 172, 181, 182, 183.

A fatalist, v. 81, 103, 108.

Jotapata, iv. 217, 243. Siege and
capture of, 246-261, 264-266.

Judas Maccabseus, iv. 8, 9, 10.

Laodicca, iv. 44, 83.

Laws of Moses, v. 241-251, 257,

258, 259, 260.

Letters, knowledge of, among the

Greeks, v. 176, 177.

Libanus, Mount (Lebanon), iv. 35,

64 ; v. 5, 190.

Lysimaehus, V. 216, 217,220,221,
238, 252.

Machserus, fortress of, iv. 31-33,

204, 235, 338, 351 ; v. 143-147.

Manetho, v. 185-189,205-215,218,
220.

Mariamne, wife of Herod the

Great, iv. 46, 67, 85, 86, 87.

Marissa, iv. 13, 52.

Marriages of priests, v. 179, 180.

Masada, fortress of, iv. 46, 51, 52,

56, 57, 193, 197, 199, 334, 346,

347, 351 ; v. 152-168.

Matthias, father of Josephus,

iv. 2.

Memphis, iv. 36, 348 ; v. 170,

186, 208.

Menander, of Ephesus, V. 190-192.

Mcesia, v. 132, 135.

Molo (Apollonius), v. 229, 238,

239, 254, 255, 260.

Moses, V. 180, 181, 192, 208, 209,

211, 213-215,217,220,222,239.
His legislation described, v. 241-

251, 257, 258, 259, 260.

Miiller, J. G., his very valuable

edition of Josephus Against

Apion alluded to, v. 230, 245,

246, 247, 253, 254.

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
V. 192, 193, 194, 195, 196.

Necropolis, a suburb ofAlexandria,

V. 223.

Nero, Eoman Emperor, iv. 2, 5,

169, 170, 175, 178, 205,214, 215,

229, 230, 288, 318,339, 345.

Nicolaus, of Damascus, iv. 125,

134, 137, 138, 146.

Nicon, name of a famous battering-

ram, V. 37.

Niger of Persea, iv. 209, 216, 231,

232, 233, 329, 330.

Notes, critical, iv. 10, 76, 83, 115,

167, 175, 211, 218, 249, 273,

316, 318; V. 33, 75, 78, 108,

112, 131, 189, 194, 205, 213,

214, 228, 230, 240, 245, 246,

247, 248, 251, 252, 253, 255,

257, 258.

Passover, feast of, iv. 134, 166,

169, 174, 334; v. 13, 105, 121,

122.

Pelusium, iv. 34, 36, 54, 77.

Pella, iv. 20, 25, 30, 200, 235.

Pentecost, feast of, iv. 49, 138,

139; 1. 106.

Perjea, iv. 115, 116, 139, 141, 146,

216, 235, 335, 338. 340; v. 95,

104.

Petra, iv. 24, ,30, 52, 113.

Petronius, his considerate conduct
to the Jews, iv. 160-162.

Pharisees, the, iv. 21, 22, 156, 157,
194.

i'haros, lighthouse at, iv. 357

;

V. 21.

Phasaelis, iv. 82.

Phasaelus, brother of Herod the
Great, iv. 34, 39, 44-48, 49-53,

82.

Pheroras, brother of Herod the

Great, iv. 34, 60, 63, 66, 93-95,

98,99, 105, 111, 112, 113,114.
Philadelphia, iv. 12, 74, 200, 235.
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Phoenicians, v. 176, 179, 183, 184,
185, 189, 190, 194, 195.

Pilate, Pontius, iv. 158, 159.

Pisistratus, v. 178.

Plato, V. 250, 254, 255.
Pompey, the Great, iv. 5, 24, 25,

2fi, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 35, 36,

38; V. 180.

Portents, various, before the fall

of Jerusalem, ^. 105-108.

Priests, bravery of the, iv. 28.

Priests in the temple, v. 27-29.

Marriages of the, very carefully

attended to, v. 27-29.

Ptolemais, iv. 10, 22, 48, 56, 77,

83, 143, 160, 161, 201,203,206,
207, 233, 234, 238, 243, 244,

274.

Pythagoras, v. 177, 196, 220, 242.

Raphia, iv. 17, 32.

Rhinocurura, iv. 54.

Rhodes, iv. 54, 75, 83.

Romans, organization of their

army, iv. 218, note 2, 239-242.

Sabbath, respect to the, iv. 12, 28,
191 ; V. 202, 203. Overruled,
iv. 209.

Sabbatic year, iv. 12.

Sabbatic River, r. 136.

Sabinus, governor of Syria, iv.

135, 136, 139, 140, 144.

Sabinus, brother of Vespasian, iv.

356, 361.

Sadducees, the, iv. 157.

Salome, sister of Herod the Great,

iv. 35, 86, 87, 88, 93, 94, 105,

106, 111, 112, 126, 129, 131,

135, 136, 147, 157.

Hamosata, iv. 62, 64; v. 149.

Sanhedrim, the, iv. 181, 182.

Seatirus, Roman General, iv. 24,

25, 30, 31.

Scopes, iv. 210, 212 ; v. 9, 14.

Scythopolis, iv. 13, 25, 30,32,200,
202, 203, 234, 274, 278 ; v. 103.

Sebaste (Samaria), iv. 13, 23, 79,

107, 140, 143, 147, 175, 176,

201.

Sects among the Jews, iv. 150-
157.

Sepphoris, iv. 32, 59, 141, 143,

208, 217, 225, 227, 233, 237,
245.

Shechem, iv. 12, 18.

Sicarii, the, iv. 170, 171, 196, 334,
347 ; v. 152, 153, 154, 156, 168,

169, 171.

Sidon, iv. 48, 70, 83, 147.
Simon, son of Gioras, iv. 228, 229,

346-354; v. 2, 3, 4, 52,55,59,
66, 68, 122, 127, 128, 138, 141,
15.3.

Solomon, famous king, son of
David, V. 189, 190, 191, 221.

Strato's Tower, iv. 15, 16, 30, 77,

80, 81, 147.

Syllfeus, an Arabian, iv. 95, III,

113, 114,119, 124.

Tabernacles, feast of, iv. 209.
Tabor, Mount, iv. 34. 217, 295,

296.

Taricheaa, iv. 34, 217, 221, 222,
226, 227, 278, 279, 280, 284,
287.

Temple, description of the, v. 23-

27. Burnt, v. 102, 103.

Testudo, iv. 211 ; v. 75, notes.

Thales, v. 177.

Thucydides, v. 178, 184.

Tiberias, a city in Galilee, iv. 158,

161, 170, 217, 221, 223, 224,
225, 226, 227, 245, 246, 278,

279, 280.

Tiberius, Roman Emperor, iv. ir>7,

158, 159.

Titus, son of Vespasian, and after-

wards himself also Roman Em-
peror, iv. 3, 5, 6, 230, 238, 243,

263, 273, 274, 278, 281-284,

297, 299-302, 304, 345, 346,

359,362,363; v. 1, 6-12, 14-17,

31-45, 56-58, 61-65, 68-71, 70-

82,85-90,97-102, 108-117, 120-

122, 124-129, 132, 133, 136-139,

141, 142, 172, 182, 183.

Trachonitis, iv. 77, 78, 131, 146,

165, 169, 195, 237.
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Trajan, commander of the tentli

legion, iv. 262, 263, 279, 2S2,

340.

Triumph of Vespasian and Titus,

,-. 138-142.

Trojan War, v. 176, 177, 189.

Tyre, iv. 47, 70, 83, 106, 203.

Tyrians, records of the, v. 189,

190, 196.

Unleavened Bread, feast of. See

Passover.

Varus, Quintilius, iv. 5, 121, 122,

125, 126, 135, 138, 142, 143,

144, 145 ; V. 180.

Vespasian, Koman Emperor even-

tually, soldier of fortune, iv. 5,

230,233,237, 243-251,253,254,

256, 258,261,264-268,272-280,

286-288, 291, 293-297, 299, 304,

330, 331, 335, 336, 339, 340,

343, 344-346, 350, 354-362 ; v.

127, 130-134, 138, 139, 141, 142,
148-150, 172, 182, 183.

Vienne, a city in Gaul, iv. 149.

Writing, date of knowledge of

among the Greeks, v. 176, 177.

Xylophory, festival of, iv. 196.

Zacharias, murder of, iv. 326,
327.

Zealots, the, iv. 307,308, 311,312,
314, 315, 322, 323, 326, 327,
329, 330, 332, 344, 347, 349,

350, 352, 353; v. I, 2, 13, 14,

153.
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Ths Publishers are now issuing the Libraries in a NEW AND
MORE ATTRACTIVE STYLE OF BINDING. The original

bindings endeared to many book-lovers by association will still be

kept in stock, btit heticeforth all orders will be executed i?i the New
bindi?zg, unless the contrary is expressly stated.

New Volumes of Standard Works in the various branches of

Literature are constantly being added to this Series, which is

already unsurpassed in respect to the number, variety, and cheapness

of the Works contained in it. The Publishers beg to announce the

following Volumes as recently issued or now in preparation :
—

Cooper's Biographical Dictionary, containing Concise Nolices of Eminent
Persons of all agss and countries. In 2 volumes. Demy 8vo. 5J. each.

\_Ready. Sec p. ig.

Goethe's Reineke Fox, West-Eastern Divan and Achilleid. [Ready. Sec p. 5.

North's Lives of the Norths. Edited by Rev. Dr. Jessopp. Ua the press.

Johnson's Lives of the Poets. Edited by Robina Napier. U" Hie press.

Hooper's "Waterloo. \_Ready. Seep. 3

The Works of Flavius Josephus. Whiston's Translation. Revised by

Rev. A. R. Shilleto, M.A. With Topographical and Geographical Notes by Colonel

SirC.W. Wilson, K.C.B. 5 volumes. [See p. b.

Elze'3 Biography of Shakespeare. [Reiuly. See p. 8.

Pascal's Thoughts. Translated by C. Kegan Paul. \_Rcady. Seep. 7.

Bjomson's Arne and the Fisher Lassie. Translated by W. H. Low.
[Ready. Seep. 20.

Racine's Plays. Translated by R. B. Boswell. [Vol. I. ready, sec p.

Hof&nann'B Works. Translated by Lieut.-Colonel Ewing. Vol. II.

[In the press.

Bohn's Handbooks of Games. New enlarged edition. In 2 vols. [Seep. 21.

Vol. I.—Table Games, by Major-General Drayson, R.A., R. F. Green, and 'Berkeley.*

II.—Card Games, by Dr, W. Eole, F.R.S., and 'Berkeley."

Bohn's Handbooks of Athletic Sports. In 4 vols. [Sec p. 21.

By;Hon. and Rev. E. Lyttelton, H. W, WilLerforce, Julian Marshall, W. T. Linskill

W. B. Woodgate, E. F. Knight, Martin Cobbett, Douglas Adams, Harry Vassal!,

C. W. Alcock, E. T. Sachs, H. H. Griinn, R. G. AUanson-Winn, Walter Armstrong,

H. A. Colmore Dunn.

For recent Volumes in the SELECT LIBRARY, see f. 24.
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331 Vols, at 3J. 6^. eack^ excepting those marked otherwise* (58/. 14^. 61/.)

ADDISON'S Works. Notes of Bishop
Kurd. Short Memoir, Portrait, and 8

Plates of Medals. 6 vols.

This is the most complete edition of
Addison's Works issued.

ALFIERI'S Tragedies. la English
Verse. With Notes, Argiiments, and In-

troduction, by E. A. Bowring, C.B. 3 vols.

AMERICAN POETRY. — See Poetry
ofAmerica,

BACON'S moral and Historical
"WorkSj including Essays, Apophthegms,
Wisdom of the Ancients, New Atlantis,

Henry VII., Henry VIII., Elizabeth,

Henry Prince of Wales, History of Great
Britain, Julius Csesar,and Augustus CssEir.

Widb Critical and Biographical Introduc-
tion and Notes by J. Devey, M.A. Por-
trait.

-^ See also Philosophical Library

.

BAIiLADS AND SONGS of the Pea-
santry of England, from Oral Recitation,

private MSS., Broadsides, &c. Edit, by
R. Bell.

BEAUKIONT AlTD FLETCHER.
Selections. With Notes and Introduction
by Leigh Hunt.

BECKMANN (J.) History of Inven-
tions, Discoveries, and Origins. With
Portraits of Beckmann and James Watt.
2 vols.

BELIt (Robert),—i'M Ballads^ Chaucer

^

Green.

BOSWEIX'S
the TOUR
JOHNSONIANA. New Edition, with
Notes and Appendices, by the Rev. A.
Napier, M.A., Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, Vicar of Holkl^m, Editor of the
Cambridge Edition of the ' Theological
Works of Barrow.' With Frontispiece to
each vol. 6 vols.

BRESIER'S (Frederlka) Works.
Trans, by M. Howitt. Portrait. 4 vols.

Life of Johnson, with
the HEBRIDES and

BRINK (B, T.) Early English Litera-
ture (to Wiclif). By Bemhard Ten Brink.
Trans, by Prof. H, M. Kennedy.

BRITISH POETS, from Milton to Kirke
\Vhite. Cabinet Edition. With Frontis-
piece. 4 vols.

BROWNE'S (Sir Thomas) Works.
Edit, by S. Wilkin, with Dr. Johnson's
Life of Browne. Portrait. 3 vols.

BURKE'S Works. 6 vols.

Speeches on the Impeachment
of Warren Hastings ; and Letters, 2 vols.

Life, By J. Prior. Portrait.

BURNS (Robert). Life of. By J. G.
Lockhart, D.C.L. A new and enlai^^d
edition With Notes and Appendices by
W. S. Douglas. Portrait.

BUTLER'S (Bp.) Analogry of Reli-
gion; Natural and Revealed, to the Con-
stitution and Course of Nature ; with Two
Dissertations on Identity and Virtue, and
Fifteen Sermons. With Introductions,
Notes, and Memoir. Portrait.

CAMOEN'S Luslad, or the Discovery
of India. An Epic Poem. Trans, fronn
the Portuguese, with Dissertation, His-
torical Sketch, and Life, by W. J. Mickle.
Sth edition.

CARAFAS (The) of Maddalonl.
Naples under Spanish Dominion. Trans,
by Alfred de Reumont. Portrait of Mas-
saniello.

CARREL. The Connter-Revolntion
in England for the Re-establishment Of
Popery under Charles II. and James II.,

by Armand Carrel ; with Fox's History of
James II. and Lord Lonsdale's Memour of
James II. Portrait of C^arrel.

CARBUTHERS.
trated Library.

•Set Pope, in lUut-



BOHJrS LIBRARIES.

CART'S Dante. The Vision of Hell,

Purgatory, and Faiadise. Trans, by Rev,
H. F. Cary, M.A. With Life, Chronolo-
gical View of his Age, Notes, and Index
of Proper Names. Portrait.

This is the authentic edition, containing
Mr. Gary's lasL corrections, with additional
notes.

CEIXINI (Benvennto). Memoirs of,

by himself. With Notes of G. P. Carpani.
Trans, by T. Roscoe. Portrait.

CERVANTES' Galatea. A Pastoral
Romance. Trans.byG. W. J. Gyll.

Exemplary Novels. Trans, by
W. K. Kelly.

Don Quixote de la Mancha,
Motteux's Translation revised. With Lock-
hart's Life and Notes. 2 vols.

CHAUCER'S Poetical 'Worka. With
Poems formerly attributed to him. With a
Memoir, Introduction, Notes, and a Glos-
saryj by R. Bell. Improved edition, with
Preliminary Essay by Rev. W. W. Skeat,
M,A. Portrait. 4 vols.

CLASSIC TALES, containing Rasselas,
Vicar of Wakefield, Gulliver's Travels, and
The Sentimental journey.

COLERIDGE'S (S. T.) Friend. A Series
of Essays on Morals, Politics, and Reli-
gion, Portrait.

—— Aids to Reflection. Confessions
of an Inquiring Spirit ; and Essays on
Faith and the Common Prayer-book. New
Edition, revised.

Table-Talk and Omnlana, By
T. Ashe, B.A.

Lectures on Shakspere and
other Poets, Edit, by T. Ashe, B.A.

Containing the lectures taken down in
i8zx-i2 by J. P. Collier, and those de-
livered at Bristol in 1813.

Blogrraphia Llterarla; or, Bio-
graphical Sketches of my Literary Life
and Opinions ; with Two Lay Sermons.

Miscellanies* .Ssthetlc and
Literary ; to which is added. The Theory
OP Life. Collected and arranged by
T. Ashe, B.A.

COMMINES.^S'ftf Philip.

COMDE'S History of the Dominion
of the Arabs in Spain. Trans, by Mrs.
Foster. Portrait of Abderahmen ben
Moavia. 3 vols.

COWPER'S CompleteWorks, Foems,
Correspondence, and Tratislations. Edit,
with Memoir by R. Southey. 45 En-
gravings. 8 vols.

COXE'S Memoirs of the Dnke ot
Marlborough. With his original Corre-
spondence, from family records at Blen-
heim. Revised edition. Portraits. 3 vols.
** An Atlas of the plans of Marl-

borough's campaigns, 4to. zoj. 6d.

History of the House ofAustria.
From the Foundation of the Monarchy by
Rhodolph of Hapsburgh to the Death of
Leopold II., 1218-1792. By Archdn. Coxe.
With Continuation from the Accession o"

Francis I. to the Revolution of 1S41
4 Portraits. 4 vols.

CUNNINGHAM'S Lives of the mosT
Eminent British Painters. With Notes
and 16 fresh Lives by Mrs. Heaton. 3 vois

DEFOE'S Novels and Mlscellaneon-
Works. With Prefaces and Notes, in-

cluding those attributed to Sir W. Scott.
Portrait. 7 vols.

DE LOLME'S Constitution of Eng-
land, in which it is compared both with the
Republican form of Government and the
other Monarchies of Eurape. Edit., with
Life and Notes, by J. Macgregor, M.P,

DtJNLOP'S History of Fiction. With
Introduction and Supplement adapting the
work to present requirements. By Henry
Wilson. 2 vols., $s. each,

ELZE'S Shakespeare.—6'f^ Shakespeare

EMERSON'S "Works. 3 vols. Most
complete edition published.

Vol. I.—Essays, Lectures, and Poems.
Vol. II.—English Traits, Nature, and

Conduct of Life.

Vol. III.—Society and Solitude—Letters
and Social Aims—Miscellaneous Papers
(hitherto uncollected)—May-Day, &c.

FOSTER'S (John) Life and Corre-
spondence. Edit, by J. E. Ryland. Por-
trait, z vols.

Lectures at Broadnaead Chapel.
Edit, by J. E, Ryland. 2 vols,

Critical Essays coutrlbnted to
the ' Eclectic Review.' Edit, by J. E.
Ryland. 2 vols.

Essays : On Decision of Charac-
ter ; on a Man's writing Memoirs of Him
self; on the epithet Romantic ; on the
aversion of Men of Taste to Evangelica.
Religion.

Essays on the Evils of Popular
Ignorance, and a Discourse on the Propa-
gation of Christianity in India.

Essay on the Improvement of
Time, with Notes of Sermons and other
Pieces. N. S.

Fosteriana : selected from periodical
papers, edit, by H. G. Bohn.
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FOX (Rt. HOH. C. 3.)—Ste Caml.

aiBBON'S Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire. Complete and unabridged,
with variorum Notes : including those of
Guizot, Wenck, Niebuhr, Hugo, Neander,
and others. 7 vols. 2 Maps and Portrait.

GOETHE'S Works. Trans, into English
by E. A. Bowring, C.B.f Anna Swanwick,
Sir Walter Scott, &c. &c. 13 vols.

Vols. I. and 11.—Autobiography and An-
nals. Portrait.

Vol. III.—Faust. Complete.
Vol. IV.—Novels and Tales : containing

Elective Affinities, Sorrows of Werther,
The German Emigrants, The Good Wo-
men, and a Nouvelette.
Vol, V.—Wilhelm Meister's Apprentice-

ship.
Vol. VI.—Conversations with Eckerman

and Soret.

Vol. VII.—Poems and Ballads in the ori-

ginal Metres, including Hermann and
Dorothea.

Vol. VIII.— Gotz von Berlichingen, Tor-
quato Tasso, Egmont, Iphigenia, Clavigo,

Way%vard Lover, and Fellow Culprits.

Vol. IX. — Wilhelm Meister's Travels.

Complete Edition.

Vol. X. — Tour in Italy. Two Parts.

And Second Residence in Rome.
Vol. XI.—Miscellaneous Travels, Letters

from Switzerland, Campaign in France,

Siege of Mainz, and Rhine Tour.
Vol. XII.—Early and Miscellaneous

Letters, including Letters to his Mother,
with Biography and Notes.

Vol. XIII .—Correspondence with Zelter.

Vol. XIV.— Reineke Fox, West- Eastern
Divan and Achilleid. Translated in

original metres by A. Rogers.

CorreapoBdence ivlth Schiller.

2 vols.

—

See Schiller.

GOLDSMITH'S Works. 5 vols.

Vol. I.—Life,Vicar of Wakefield, Essays,
and Letters.

Vol. II.—Poems, Plays, Bee, Cock Lane
Ghost.

Vol. III.—The Citizen of the World,
Polite Learning in Europe.

Vol. IV.—Biographies, Criticisms, Later
Essays.

Vol. v.— Prefaces, Natural History,

Letters, Goody Two-Shoes, Index.

GREENE, MARLOW, and BEN
JONSON (Poems oQ. With Notes and
Memoirs by R. Bell.

GREGORY'S (Dr.) The Evidences,
Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian Re-
ligion.

GRIMM'S Household Tales. With the

Original Notes. Trans, by Mrs. A. Hunt.
Introduction by Andrew Lang, M.A. 2

vols.

GUIZOT'S History ofRepresentative
Government in Europe. Trans, by A. R.
Scoble.

English Revolution of1640. From
the Accession of Charles I. to his Death.
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portrait.

History of Civilisation. From the
Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
Trans, byW. Hazlitt. Portraits. 3 vols.

HALL'S (Rev. Robert) Works and
Remains. Memoir by Dr. Gregory and
Essay by J. Foster. Portrait.

HAUFF'S Tales. The Caravan—The
Sheikh of Alexandria—The Inn in the
Spessart. Translated by Prof. S. Mendel.

HAWTHORNE'S Tales. 3 vols.

Vol. I.—Twice-told Tales, and the Snow
Image.

Vol. II.—Scarlet Letter, and the House
with Seven Gables.

Vol. III. — Transformation, and Blithe-

dale Romance.

HAZLITT'S (W.) Works. 7 vols.

Table-Talk.

The Literature of the Age of
Elizabeth and Characters of Shakespeare's

Plays.

English Poets and EnglishComic
Writers.

The Plain Speaker. Opinions oa
Books, Men, and Things.

Round Table. Conversations of

James Northcote, R.A. ; Characteristics.

Sketches and Essays, and Winter-

slow.

Spirit of the Age: or. Contem-
porary Portraits. New Edition, by W.
Carew Hazlitt.

HEINE'S Poems. Translated in the

original Metres, with Life by E. A. Bow-
ring, C.B.

Travel-Pictures. The Tour in the

Harz, Norderney, and Book of Ideas, to-

gether with the Romantic School. Trans,

by F. Storr. With Maps and Appendices.

HOFFMANN'S Works. The Serapion

Brethren. Vol. I. Trans, by Lt.-Col.

Evring. [Vol. II. in the /iress.

HOOPER'S (G.) Waterloo : The
Downfall of the First Napoleon : a His-

tory of the Campaign of 1815. By George
Hooper. With Maps and Plans. New
Edition, revised.
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HUGO'S (Victor) Dramatic Works;
Hemani—RuyBIas—TheKing's Diversion.
Translated by Mrs. Newton Crosland and
F. L. Slous,

Poems, chiefly Lyrical. Collected by
H. L. Williams.

HUNGARY : its History and Revo-
lution, with Memoir of Kossuth. Portrait.

HUTCHINSON (Colonel). Memoirs
o£^ By his Widow, with her Autobio-
graphy, and the Siege of Lathom House.
Portrait.

IRVING'S CWasMngton) Complete
Works. 15 vols.

Life and Letters. By his Nephew,
Pierre E. Irving, With Index and a
Portrait. 2 vols.

JAMES'S (G. F. R.) Life of Richard
Cceur de Lion. Portraits of Richard and
Philip Augustus, z vols.

Louis XIV. Portraits, z vols.

JAMESON (Mrs.) Shakespeare's
Heroines. Charactenstics of Women. By
Mrs. Jameson.

JEAN PAUL.—i"« Richter,

JOHNSON'S Lives of the Poets.
Edited by R. Napier. [/h t/ie press.

JONSON (Ben). VoQTtiB of.—See Greene,

JOSEPHUS (Flavins), The Works of.
Whiston's Translation. Revised by Rev.
A. R. Shilleto, M.A. With Topographical
and Geographical Notes by Colonel Sir
C.W. Wilson, K.C.B. Vols, i to 3 con-
taining Life of Josephus' and the Anti-
quities of the Jews. [Just published.

Vols. IV. and V. containing the Jewish
Wafj &c. \_Immediately

.

JUNIUS'S Letters. With Woodfall's
Notes. An Essay on the Authorship, Fac-
similes of Handwriting. 2 vols.

LA FONTAINE'S Fables. In English
Verse, with Essay on the Fabulists. By
Elizur Wright.

LAMARTINE'S The Girondists, or
Personal Memoirs of the Patriots oi the
French Revolution. Trans, by H. T.
Ryde. Portraits of Robespierre, Madame
Roland} and Charlotte Corday. 3 vols.

The Restoration of Monarchy
in France (a Sequel to The Girondists).

5 Portraits. 4 vols.

The French Revolution of 1848.
Portraits.

LAMB'S (Charles) Ella and Ellana.
Complete Edition. Portrait.

LAMB'S (Charles) Specimens of
English Dramatic Poets of the time of
Elizabeth. Notes, with the Extracts from
the Garrick Flays.

Talfonrd'B Letters of Charles
Lamb. New Edition, by W. Carew
Hazlitt. 2 vols.

LANZI'S History of Fainting in
Italy, from the Period of the Revival of
the Fine Arts to the End of the i8th
Century. With Memoir of the Author.
Portraits of Raffaelle, Titian, and Cor-
reggio, after the Artists themselves. Trans.
by T. Roscoe. 3 vols.

LAFFENBERG'S England under the
Anglo-Saxon Kings. Trans, by B.Thorpe,
F.S.A. z vols.

LESSING'S Dramatic Works. Com-
plete. By E. Bell, M.A. With Memoir
by H. Zimmem. Portrait. 2 vols.

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, and
Representation of Death by the Ancients.
Frontispiece.

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works, con-
taining Human Understanding, with Bishop
of Worcester, Malebranche's Opinions, Na-
tural Philosophy, Reading and Study.
With Preliminary Discourse, Analysis, and
Notes, by J. A. St. John. Portrait. 2 vols.

Life and Letters, with Extractsfrom
his Common-place Books. By Lord King.

LOCKHART (J. G^.^—See Bums.

LONSDALE (Lord).—6^^^ CarreL

LUTHER'S Table-Talk. Trans, by W.
Hazlitt. With Life by A. Chalmers, and
Luther's Catechism. Portrait after

Cranach.

Autobiography,—^^tf Michelet.

MACHIAVELLI'S History of Flo-
rence, The Prince, Savonarola, Historical
Tracts, and Memoir. Portrait.

MARLOWE. Poems of.—^« Greem.

MARTDJEAU'S (Harriet) HUtory
ofEngland (including History ofthe Peace)
from 1800-1846. 5 vols.

MENZEL'S History of Germany,
from he Earliest Period to the Crimean
War, Portraits. 3 vols.

MICHELET'S Antoblography of
Luther Trans, by W. Hazlitt. With
Notes.

The French Revolution to the
Flight of the King in 1791. N. S.

MIGNET'S The French Revolution,
from 1789 to 1814. Portrait of Napoleon.



STANDARD LIBRARY.

MILTON'S Pros© "Works. With Pre-
face, Preliminary Remarks by J, A. St.
John, and Index. 5 vols.

Poetical Woi-ks. With 120 Wood
Engravings. 2 vols.

Vol. I.—Paradise Lost, complete, with
Memoir, Notes, and Index.

Vol. II.—Paradise Regained, and other
Poems, with Verbal Index to all the Poems.

MITFORD'S (Miss) Our Village.
Sketches of Rural Character and Scenery.
2 Engravings. 2 vols.

MOIiIERE'S Dramatic Works. I j

English Prose, by C. H. Wall. With a
Life and a Portrait. 3 vols.

* It is not too much to say that we have
here probably as good a translation of
Moliere as can be %yv^n,'—'Academy.

MONTAGU. Letters aud Works of
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Lord
Whamcliffe's Third Edition. Edited by
W. Moy Thomas. With steel plates, a

vols. 5^. each.

MONTESQUIEU'S Spirit of Laws.
Revised Edition, with D'Alembert's Analy-
sis, Notes, and Memoir. 2 vols.

NEANDER (Dr. A.) History of the
Christian Religion and Church. Trans, by
J. Torrey. "With Short Memoir. 10 vols.

Life of Jesus Christ, In its His-
torical Connexion and Development.

The Planting and Training of
the Christian Church by the Apostles.

With the Antignosticus, or Spirit of Ter-
tuUian. Trans, by J. E. Ryland. a vols.

Lectures on the History of
Christian Dogmas. Trans, by J. E, Ry-
land. 2 vols.

Memorials of Christian Life in
the Early and Middle Ages; including

Light in Dark Places. Trans, by J. E.
Ryland.

OCKLET (S.) History of the Sara-
cens and their Conquests in Syria, Persia,

and Egypt. Comprising the Lives of

Mohammed and his Successors to the

Death of Abdalmelik, the Eleventh Caliph.

By Simon Ockley, B.D., Prof, of Arabic

in Univ. of Cambridge. Portrait of Mo-
hammed.

PASCAL'S Thoughts. Translated from
the Text of M. Auguste Molinier by
C. Kegan Paul. 3rd edition.

PEROT'S Rellqnes of Ancient Eng-
lish Poetry, consisting of Ballads, Son|;5,

and other Pieces of our earlier Poets, with

some few of later date. With Essay on
Ancient Minstrels, and Glossary. 2 vols.

PHILIP DE COMMINES. Memoirs
of. Containing the Histories of Louis XI.
and Charles VIII., and Charles the Bold,
Duke of Burgundy. With the History of
Louis XL, by J. de Troyes. With a Life

and Notes by A. R. Scoble. Portraits.

2 vols.

PLUTARCH'S LIVES. Newly Trans-
lated, with Notes and Life, by A
Stewart, M.A., late Fellow of Trinity

College, Cambridge, and G. Long, M.A.
4 vols.

POETRY OF AMERICA. Selections
from One Hundred Poets, from 1776 to

1876. With Introductory Review, and
Specimens of Negro Melody, by W. J.
Linton. Portrait of W. Whitman^

RACINE'S (Jean) Dramatic Works.
A metrical English version, with Bio-
graphical notice. By R. Bruce Boswell,

M.A., Oxon. Vol. I.

Contents :— The Thebaid — Alexander
the Great—Andromache—The Litigants—
Britannicus—Berenice.

RANEE (L.) History of the Fopesj
their Church and State, and their Conflicts

with Protestantism in the i6th and 17th
Centuries. Trans, by E. Foster. Portraits

of Julius II. (after Raphael), Innocent X.
(after Velasquez), and Clement VII. (after

Titian). 3 vols.

History of Servia. Trans, by Mrs.
Kerr. To which is added. The Slave Pro-
vinces of Tiurkey, by Cyprien Robert.

History of the Latin and Ten-
tonic Nations. 1494-1514. Trans, by
P. A. Ashworth, translator of Dr. Gneist's
• History of the English Constitution.'

REUMONT (Alfred d^^.—See Carafas.

RETNOLDS' (Sir J.) Literary Works.
With Memoir and Remarks by H. W.
Beediy. 2 vols.

RICHTER (Jean Paul). Levana,
a Treatise on Education ; together with the

Autobiography, and a short Memoir.

Flower; Fruit, andThornFieces,
or the Wedded Life, Death, and Marriage

of Siebenkaes. Translated by Alex. Ewing.
The only complete English translation.

ROSCOE'S (W.) Life of Leo "S.,* with

Notes, Historical Documents, and Disser-

tation on Lucretia Borgia. 3 Portraits.

z vols.

Lorenzo de* Medicij called *The
Magnificent,' with Copyright Notes,

Poems, Letters, &c. With Memoir of

Roscoe and Portrait of Lorenzo.

RUSSIA, History of, from the
earliest Period to the Crimean War. By
W. K. Kelly. 3 Portraits. 2 vols.



BOHN'S LIBRARIES,

SCHILLER'S "Works. 7 vols.

Vol. I.—History oftheThirtyYears' War.
Rev. A. J. W. Morrison, M.A. Portrait.

Vol. II.—History of the Revolt in the
Ne^erlands, the Trials of Counts Egmont
and Horn, the Siege of Antwerp, and the
Distxrbance of France nreceding the Reipi
of Henry IV. Translated by Rev. A. J. W.
Morrison and L. Dora Schmitz.
VoL III.—Don Carlos. R. D. Boylan

—Mary Stuart. Mellish— Maid of Or-
leans. Anna Swanwick—Bride of Mes-
sina. A. Lodge, M.A. Together with the
Use of the Qioms in Tragedy (a short

Essay). Engraviiigs.

Hiese Dramas are all translated in metre.

Vol. IV.—Robbers—Fiesco—Love and
Intrigue—Demetrius—Ghost Seer—Sport
of Divinity.
The Dramas in this volume are in prose.

Vol. v.—Poems. E. A. Bowring, C.B.
Vol. VI.—Essays, ^sthctical and Philo-

sophical, including the Dissertation on the

Connexion between the Animal and Spiri-

tual in Man.
Vol. VII.— Wallenstein's Camp. J.

Churchill. — Piccolomini and Death of

Wallenstein. S. T. Coleridge.—William
Tell. SirTheodoreMartin, K.C.B., LL.D.

SCHILLER and GOETHE. Corre-
spondence between, from a.s. 1794-1805.

With Short Notes by L. Dora Schmitz.
2 vols.

SCHLEGEL'S (F.) Lectures on the
Philosophy of Ijfe and the Philosophy of

Langu^e. By A. J. W. Morrison.

TheHistor7ofLlterature,Andent
and Modem.

The Philosophy of History. With
Memoir and Portrait.

Modem History) with the Lectures
entitled Caesar and^ Alexander, and The
Beginning of our History. By L. Purcel
and R. H. Whitelock.

Esthetic and MisceUaneons
Works, containing Letters on Christian

Art, Essay on Gothic Architecture, Re-
marks on the Romance Poetry of the Mid-
dle Ages, on Shakspeare, the Limits of the

Beantifal, and on the Language and Wis-
dom of the Indians. By £. J. Millington.

SCHUBGEL (A. W.) Dramatic Art
and Literature. By J. Black. ^Vitll Me-
moir by A. J. W. Morrison. Portrait.

SCHUMAIW (Robert), His XJfe and
Works. By A. Reissmann. Trans, by
A. L. Alger.

Early Letters, Translated by May
Herbert.

SHAKESPEARE'S Dramatic Art.
The History and Character of Shakspeare's
Plays. By Dr. H. Ukid. Trans, by L.
Dora Schmitz. 2 vols.

SHAKESPEARE (WiUiam). A
Literary Biography by Karl Elze, Ph.D.,
LL.D. Xranllated by L. Dora Schniiu. 5^-.

SHERIDAN'S Dramatic "Works. With
Memoir. Portrait (after Reynolds).

SEEAT (Rev, W. 'W.)—See CJiaticer.

SISMONDrS History of the Litera-
ture of the South of Europe. ^Vith Notes
and Memoir by T. Roscoe. Portraits of
Sismondi and Dante. 2 vols.

The specimens of early French, Italian,

Spanish, and Portugese Poetry, in English
Verse, by Gary and others.

SMITH'S (Adam) The "Wealth of
Nations. An Inquiry into the Nature and
Causes of. Reprinted from the Sixth
Edition. With an Introduction by Ernest
Belfort Bax. 2 vols.

SMITH'S (Adam) Theory of Moral
Sentiments ; with Essay on rfie First For-
mation of iJinguageSf and Critical Memoir
by Dugald Stewart.

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectures on
Modem History ; from die Irruption of the
Northern Nations to the close of the Ameri-
can Revolution. 2 vols.

Lectures on the French Revolu-
tion. With Index. 2 vols.

SOUTHET.—^« Ccwper, IVesley, and
{Jlhcstr-atcd Library) Nelson.

STURM'S Morning Commnnlnss
with God, or Devotional Meditations for
Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnstone, M.A.

SUIiLT. Memoirs of the Dnbe of,
Prime Minister to Henry the Great. With
Notes and Historical Introduction. 4 Por-
traits. 4 vols.

TAYLOR'S (Bishop Jeremy) Holy
Living and Dying, with Prayers, contain-
ing the "Whole Duty of a Christian and the
parts of Devotion fitted to all Occasions.
Portrait.

THIERRT'S Conquest ofEngland by
the Normans ; its Causes, and its Conse-
quences in EjDgland and the Continent.
ByW. Hazlitt. With short Memoir, z Per-
traits. 2 vols.

TROYE'S (Jean de). — J« Pkili^ <U
Cetnmines.

ITLRICI (Dr.)—^w SJiakesptare.

VASARI. Lives of the most Eminent
Painters, Sculptors, and Architects. By
Mrs. J. Foster, with selected Notes. Por-
trait. 6 vols., Vol. VI. being an additional
Volume of Notes by J. P. Richter.

WERNER'S Templars in Cypms.
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis.

WESLEY, the Life of, and the Rise
and Progress of Methousm. By Robert
Southey. Portrait. 5;.

WHEATIiEY. A Rational Illustra-
tion of the Book ofCommon Prayer,_being
the Substance of everything Liturgical ia

all former Ritualist Commentators upon the
subject. Frontispiece.

TOUNG (Arthur) Travels in France,
Edited ly Miss Betham Edwards. With
:i Portrait.



HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARIES.

HISTORICAL LIBRARY.
22 Volumes at ^s, each* (5?. ioj. per set*)

EVELYN'S Diary and Correspond-
dence, with, the Private Correspondence of
Charles I. and Sir Edward Nicholas, and
between Sir Edward Hyde (Earl of Claren-
don) and Sir Richard Browne. Edited from
the Original MSS. by W. Bray, F.A.S.
4 vols. iV. S. 45 Engravings (after Van-
dyke, Lely, Kneiler, and Jamieson, &c.)>

N.B.—This edition contains 130 letters

from Evelyn and his wife, contained in no
other edition.

FEFTS' Diary and Correspondence.
With Life and Notes, by Lord Braybrooke.
4 vols. N". S. With Appendix containing
additional Letters, an Index, and 31 En-
gravings (after Vandyke, Sir P. Lely,
Holbein Kneiler, &c.).

JESSE'S Memoirs of the Court of
England nnder the Stuarts, including the
Protectorate. 3 vols. With Index and 42
Portraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c.).

Memoirs of the Pretenders and
their Adherents. 7 Portraits.

NUGENT'S (Lord) Memorials of
Hampden, his Party and Times. With
Memoir. 12 Portraits (after Vandyke
and others).

STBICKLAND'S (Agnes) Lives of the
Queens of England from the Norman
Conquest. From authentic Documents,
public and private. 6 Portraits. 6 vols,

N.S.
Life of Mary Qneen of Scots.

2 Portraits. 2 vols.

Lives of the Tador and Stuart
Princesses. With 2 Portraits.

PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY.
17 Vols, at SJ. each, excepting those marked otherwise. {3/. i^s,per set.)

BACON'S Novum Organum and Ad«
vancement of Learning. With Notes by

J. Devey, M.A.

BAX. A Handbook of the History
of Philosophy, for the use of Students.

By E. Belfort Bax, Editor of Kant's
* Prolegomena.' s^.

COIVITE'S Philosophy ofthe Sciences.
An Exposition of the Principles of the
Cours de Philoso^hie Positive. By G. H,
Lewes, Author of ' The Life of <3oethe.'

DRAPER (Dr. J. "W.) A History of
the Intellectual Development of Europe.
2 vols.

HEGEL'S Philosophy of History. By
J. Sibree, M.A.

KANT'S Critique of Pure Reason.
By J. M. D. Meiklejohn.

Prolegomena and Metaphysical
Foundations of Natural Science, with Bio-
graphy and Memoir by E. Belfort Bax.
Portrait.

LOGIC, or the Science of Inference.
A Popular Manual. By J. Devey.

MILLER (Professor). History Philo-
sophically Illustrated, from the Fall of the
Roman Empire to the French Revolution.
'^^th Memoir. 4 vols. 35*. 6d. each.

SCHOPENHAUER on the Fourfold
Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason,
and on the Will in Nature. Trans, from
the German.

SPINOZA'S Chief "Works. Trans, with
Introduction by R. H. M. Elwes. 2 vols.

Vol. I.—Tractatus TheoIogico-FoUticus
—Political Treatise.

Vol. 11.— Improvement of the Under-
standing—Ethics—Letters.

TENKEMANN'S Manual of the His-
tory of Philosophy. Trans, by Rev. A.
Johnson, M.A.



BOHirS LIBRARIES.

THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY,
IS Vols, at 5j. each, excepting those marked otherwise, (3/. 13^. 6d,per set.)

BLEEE. IntrodtLctlon to the Old
Testament. By Friedrich Bleek. Trans,
under the supervision of Rev. E. Venables,
Residentiary Canon of Lincoln. 2 vols.

CHILUNGWORTH'S Rell^ou of
Protestants. 3;. 6d.

ETTSEBIUS. Ecclesiastical History
ofEusebiusPamphilius, Bishop ofCssarea.
Trans, bj^ Rev. C. F. Cmse, M.A. With
Notes, Life, and Chronological Tables.

EVAGRinS. History of the Chnrcli.
—^ee Theodoret.

HARDWICE. History ofthe Articles
of Religion ; to which is added a Series of
Documents from a.d. 1536 to a.d. 16x5.
Ed. by Rev. F. Proctor.

HEITRT'S (Matthew) Exposition of
the Book of Psalms. Numerous Woodcuts.

PEARSON (John, D.D.) Exposition
of the Creed. Edit, by E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes, Analysis, and Indexes.

PHILO .JUDJEUS, Works of. The
Contemporary of Josephus. Trans, by
C. D. Yonge. 4 vols.

FHILOSTOBGIUS. Ecclesiastical
History of.

—

See Sozomen.

SOCRATES' Ecclesiastical Hlstoryi
Comprising a History of the Church from
Constantine, a.d. 305, to the 38th year of
Theodosius II. With Short Account of
the Author, and selected Notes.

SOZOMEN'S Ecclesiastical History.
A.D. 324-440. With Notes, Prefatory Re-
marks by Valesius, and Short Memoir.
Together with the Ecclesiastical His
TORY OF Philostorgius, as epitomised by
Photius. Trans, by Rev. E. Walford, M.A.
With Notes and brief Life.

THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. His-
tories of the Church from a.d. 332 to the
Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia, a.d.
427 ; and from a.d. 431 to a.d. 544. With
Memoirs.

WIESELER'S (Earl) Chronological
Synopsis of the Four Gospels. Trans, by
Rev. Canon Venables.

antiquarian library.
35 Vols, at 5J-. each. (8/. l^s. per set.)

ANQLO-SAXON CHRONICLE. — See
Beds.

ASSER'S Life of AlSraA.^See Six O. E.
Chronicles.

BEDE'S (Venerable) Ecclesiastical
History of England. Together with the
AnglO'Saxon Chronicle. With Notes,
Short Life, Analysis, and Map. Edit, by
J. A. Giles, D.C.L.

BOETHTUS'S Consolation of Philo-
sophy. King Alfred's Anglo-Saxon V^r-
stoD of. With an English Translation on
opposite pages. Notes, Introduction, and
Glossary, by Rev. S. Fox, M.A. To
which is added the Anglo-Saxon Version of
the Metres of Boethius, with a free

Translation by Martin F. Tupper, D.C.L.

BBAin}'S Fopnlar Antiquities of
England, Scotland, and Ireland. Illus-

trating the Origin of our Vulgar and Pro-
vincial Customs, Ceremonies, and Super-
stitions. By Sir Henry Ellis, K.H., F.R.S.
Frontispiece. 3 vols.

CHRONICLES of the CRUSADES.
Contemporary Narratives of Richard Coeur
de Lion, by Richard of Devizes and Geof-
frey de Vinsauf; and of the Crusade at
Saint Louis, by Lord John de Joinville.
With Short Notes. Illuminated Frontis-
piece from an old MS.

DYER'S (T. F. T.) British Popnlar
Customs, Present and Past. An Account
of the various Games and Customs asso-
ciated with different Days of the Year in
the British Isles, arranged according to the
Calendar. By the Rev. T. F. Thiselton
Dyer, M.A.

EARLT TRAVELS IN PALESTINE.
Comprising the Narratives of Arculf,
Wilhbald, Bernard, Ssewulf, Sigurd, Ben-
jamin of Tudela, Sir John Maundeville,
De la Brocquibre, and MaundreU ; all un-
abridged. With Introduction and Notes
by Thomas Wright. Map of Jerusalem.



ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY.

EIiIJS (O.) Specimens of Early En-
glish Metrical Romances, relatine; to

Arthur, Merlin, Gny of Warwick, Richard
Coeur de Lion, Charlemagne, Roland, &c.
&c. With Historical Introduction by J. O.
Halliwell, F.R.S. Illuminated Frontis-

piece from an old MS.

ETHELWERD:, Cliroulcle of.— 6'»

Six O. E. Ch7-onicles,

FLORENCE OF WORCESTER'S
Chronicle, with the Two Continuations :

comprising Annals of English History
from the Departure of the Romans to the
Reign of Edward I. Trans., with Notes,
by Thomas Forester, M.A.

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH.
Chronicle of.

—

See Six O. E. Chronicles.

GESTA ROMANORITM, or Enter-
taining Moral Stories invented by the

Monks. Trans, with Notes by the Rev.
Charles Swan. Edit, by W. Hooper, M.A.

GII.DAS. Chronicle of,—See Six O, E.
Chronicles.

GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS' Histori-
cal Works. Containing Topography of

Ireland, and History of the Conquest of

Ireland, by Th. Forester, M.A. Itinerary

through Wales, and Description of Wales,
by Sir R. Colt Hoare.

HENBT OF HUNTINGDON'S His-
tory of the English, from the Roman In-

vasion to the Accession of Henry II.

;

with the Acts of King Stephen, and the

Letter to Walter. By T. Forester, M.A.
Frontispiece from au old MS.

INGUIiPH'S Chronicles of the Abbey
of Croyland, with the Continuation by
Peter of Blois and others. Trans, with
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A.

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) Fairy My-
thology, illustrative of the Romance and
Superstition of Various Countries. Frontis-

piece bv Cruikshank.

LEPSIUS'S Letters ft-om Egypt,
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai ; to

which are added, Extracts from his

Chronology of the Egyptians, with refer-

ence to the Exodus of the Israelites. By
L. and J. B. Horner. Maps and Coloured
View of Mount Barkal.

MALLET'S Northern Antiquities, or
an Historical Account of the Manners,
Customs, Religions, and Literature of the
Ancient Scandmavians. Trans, by Bishop
Percy. With Translation of the Prose
Edda, and Notes by J, A. Blackwell.

Also an Abstract of the * Eyrbyggia Saga

'

by Sir Walter Scott. With Glossary
and Coloured Frontispiece.

MARCO POLO'S Travels ; with Notes
and Introduction. Edit, by T. Wright,

MATTHEW PARIS'S EngUsh His-
tory, from 1235 to 1273. By Rev. J. A.
Giles, D.C.L. With Frontispiece. 3 vols.—
See also Roger of Wendaver.

MATTHEW OF WESTMINSTER'S
Flowers of History, es^cially such as re-

late to the affairs of Britain, from the be-
ginning of the World to a,d. 1307, By
C. D. Yonge. 2 vols.

NENNTUS. Chronicle of,— See Six
O. E. Chronicles.

ORDERICUSVITALIS' Ecclesiastical
History of England and Normandy. With
Notes* Introduction of Guizot, and the
Critical Notice of M. Delille, by T.
Forester, M.A. To which is added the
Chronicle of St. Evroult. With Gene-
ral and Chronological Indexes. 4 vols.

PAULI'S (Dr. R.) Life of Alfred the
Great. To which is appended Alfred's
Anglo-Saxon Version of Orosius. With
literal Translation interpaged. Notes, and
an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Glossary,
by B. Thorpe, Esq. Frontispiece.

RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER.
Clironicle of.

—

See Six O, E. Chronicles.

ROGER DE HOVEDEN^S Annals of
English History, comprising the History
of England and of other Countries of Eu-
rope from A.D, 732 to a.d. 1201. With
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A. 2 vols.

ROGER OF WENDOVER'S nowers
of History, comprising the History of
England from the Descent of the Saxons to

A.D. 1235, formerly ascribed to Matthew
Paris. With Notes and Index by J. A.
Giles, D.C.L, 2 vols.

SIX OLD ENGLISH CHRONICLES :

viz., Asser's Life of Alfred and the Chroni
cles of Ethelwerd, Gildas, Nennius, Geof-
frey of Monmouth, and Richard of Ciren-
cester. Edit., with Notes, by J. A. Giles,

D.C.L. Portrait of Alfred.

"WILLIAM OF MALMESBURT'S
Chronicle of the Kings of England, from
the Earliest Period to King Stephen. By
Rev. J. Sharpe. With Notes by J, A.
Giles, D.C.L. Frontispiece.

YULE-TIDE STORIES. A Collection
of Scandinavian and North-German Popu.
lar Tales and Traditions, from the Swedish,
Danish, and German. Edit, by B . Thorpe.



BOHN'S LIBRARIES.

ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY.
84 Vols, at 5J. eacht excepting those marked otherwise^ (20/. i%s. 6d. per set,)

AIJ.EN'S (Joseph, R.N.) Battles of
the British Navy. Revised edition, with
Indexes of Names and Events, and 57 Por-
traits and Flans. 2 vols.

ANEERSEN'S Danish Fairy Tales.
By Caroline Peachey. With Short Life

and 120 Wood Engravings.

ARIOSTO'S Orlando Furioso. In
English Verse by W. S. Rose. With Notes
and Short Memoir. Portrait after Titian,

and 24 Steel Engravings. 2 vols.

BECHSTEIN'S Cage and Chamber
Birds : their Natural History, Habits, &c.
Together with Sweet's British War-
blers. 43 Coloured Plates and Woodcuts.

BONOMI'S Nineveh and its Palaces.
The Discoveries of Botta and Layard
applied to the Elucidation of Holy Writ.

7 Plates and 294 Woodcuts.

BUTLER'S Hudibras, with Variorum
Notes and Biography. Portrait and 28

Ilustrations.

CATT£RMOLE*S Evenings at Had-
don Hall. Romantic Tales of the Olden
Times. With 24 Steel Engravings after

Cattermole.

CHINA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, with some account of Ava and
the Burmese, Siam, and Anam. Map, and
nearly 100 Illustrations.

CRATE'S (G. L.) Pursuit of Know-
ledge under Difficulties. Illustrated by
Anecdotes and Memoirs. Numerous Wood-
cut Portraits.

CRDIKSHANE'S Three Courses and
a Dessert ; comprising three Sets of Tales,

West Country, Irish, and Legal ; and a
Melange. With 50 Illustrations by Cniik-
shank.

Punch and Judy, The Dialogue of
the Puppet Show ; an Accountofits Origin,

&c. 24 Illustrations and Coloured Plates
by Cruikshank.

DIDRON'S Christian Iconography;
a History of Christian Art in the Middle
Ages. By thelate A. N. Didron. Trans.
by E. J. Millington, and completed, with
Additions and Appendices, by Margaret
Stokes. 2vols. WithnumerousIUustrations.

Vol. I. The History of the Nimbus, the
Aureole, and the Glorjr ; Representations
of the Persons of the Trinity.

Vol. II. The Trinity; Angels; Devils;
The Soul ; The Christian Scheme. Appen-
dices.

DANTE, in English Verse, by I, C. Wright,
M.A. With Introduction and Memoir.
Portrait and 34 Steel Engravings after

Flaxman.

DTER (Dr. T. H.) Pompeii: its Build-
ings and Antiquities. An Account of the
City, with full Description of the Remains
and Recent Excavations, and an Itinerary
for Visitors. By T. H. Dyer, LL.D.
Nearly 300 Wood Engravings, Map, and
Plan. 7S. 6d.

Rome: History of the City, with
Introduction on recent Excavations. 8
Engravings, Frontispiece, and 2 Maps.

GI|L BLAS. The Adventures of.
From the French of Lesage by Smollett.

24 Engravings after Smirke, and 10 Etch-
ings by Cruikshank. 612 pages. 6s.

GRIMM'S Gammer Grethel; or, Ger-
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stories,

containing 42 Fairy Tales. By Ed^ar
Taylor. Numerous Woodcuts after Cruik-
shank and Ludwig Grimm. 3;. 6d.

HOLBEIN'S Dance of Death and
Bible Cuts. Upwards of 150 Subjects, en-

graved in facsimile, with Introduction and
Descriptions by the late Francis Douce
and Dr. Dibdin.

HOWITT'S (Mary) Pictorial Calen-
dar of the Seasons ; embodying Aikin's
Calendar of Nature. Upwards of 100
Woodcuts.

INDIA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and
Historical, from the Earliest Times. 100
Engravings on Wood and Map.

JESSE'S Anecdotes of Dogs. With
40 Woodcuts after Harvev, Bewick, and
others ; and 34 Steel Engravings after
Cooper and Landseer.

KING'S (C. W.) Natural History of
Gems or Decorative Stones. Illustra-

tions. 6s.

Natural History of Precious
Stones and Metals. Illustrations. 6s.

KITTO'S Scripture Lauds. Described
in a series of

^
Historical, Geographical,

and Topographical Sketches. 42 coloured
Maps.

KRUMMACHER'S Parables. 40 lHus-
trations.

LINDSAY'S (Lord) Letters on Egypt.
Edom, and the Holy Land. 36 Wood
Engravings and 2 Maps.
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LODGE'S Portraits of mnatrlouB
Ptrsonages of Great Britain, with Bio-
graphical and Historical Memoirs. 240
Forrraits engraved on Steel, with the
resptctive Bivgraphies unabridged. Com-
plete in 8 vols.

LONGFEIiOTV'S Poetical Works,
including his Translations and Notes. 24
full-page Woodcuts by Birket Foster and
others, and a Portrait.

Without the Illustrations, 3J. §*/.

Prose "Works. With 16 full-page

Woodcuts bv Birket Foster and others.

LOUDON'S (Mrs.) Entertaining Na-
turalist. Popular Descriptions, Tales, and
Anecdotes, of more than 500 Animals.
Numerous Woodcuts.

MARRYAT'S (Capt., R.N.) Master-
man Ready ; or, the Wreck of the Pacific,
(Written for Young People.) With 93
Woodcuts. 3J. td.

Mission; or, Scenes in AArica.
(Written for Young People.) Illustrated

by Gilbert and Dalziel. 3;. id.

Pirate and Three Cutters. (Writ-
ten for Young People.) With a Memoir.
8 Steel Engravings after Clarkson Stan-
field, R.A. 3J. td,

Privateersman. Adventures by Sea
and Land One Hundred Years Ago.
(Written for Young People.) 8 Steel En-
gravings, -^s. 6d.

Settlers in Canada, (Writtoi for

Young People.) 10 Engravings by Gilbert

and Dalziel. 3;. 6</.

Poor Jack. (Written for Young
People.) With x6 Illustrations after Clark-
son Stanfield, R.A. 3;. 6d,

Midshipman Easy. With 8 full-

page Illustrations. Small post 8vo. 3^'. 6d.

Peter Simple. With 8 full-page Illus-

trations. Small post 8vo. 3;. 6d.

MAXWELL'S Victories of Welling-
ton and the British Armies. Frontispiece
and 4 Portraits.

MICHAEL ANGELO andRAPHAEL,
Their Lives and Works. By Duppa and
Quatremere de Quincy. Portraits and
Engravings, including the Last Judgment,
and Cartoons.

MILLER'S History of the Anslo-
Saxons, from the Earliest Period to the
Norman Conquest. Portrait ofAlfred, Map
of Saxon Britain, and 12 Steel Engravings.

MUDIE'S History of British Birds.
Revised by W. C. L, Martin. 52Figm:esof
Birds and y coloured Plates of Eggs.
2 vols.

NAVAL and MILITARY HEROES
of Great Britain ; a Record of British
Valour on every Day in the year, from
Vi^IHam the Conqueror to the Battle of
Inkermann. By Major Johns, R.M., and
Lieut. P. H. Nicolas, R.M. Indices. 24
Portraits after Holbein, Reynolds, &c. 6j.

NICOLINTS History of the Jesuits :

their Origin, Progress, Doctrines, and De-
signs. 8 Portraits.

PETRARCH'S Sonnets, Trinmphs,
and other Poems, in English Verse. Wtii
Life by Thomas Campbell. Portrait and
15 Ste^ Engravings.

PICKERING'S History of the Races
of Man, and their (Geographical Distribu-
tion ; with An Analytical Synopsis op
THE Natural History or Man. By Dr.
Hall, Map of the World and 12 coloured
Plates

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK OF
Modem (jeography on a Popular Plan.
Compiled from the best Authorities, Engtish
and Foreign, by H. G, Bohn. 150 Wood-
cuts and sz colovred Maps.

Without the Maps, 3^. 6d.

POPE'S Poetical Works, including
Translations. Edit., with Notes, by R.
Carruthers. 2 vols.

Homer's Hiad, with Introduction
and Notes by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
With Flaxman's Designs.

Homer's Odyssey, with the Battle
OF Frogs and Mice, Hymns, &c, by
other translators including Chapman. In-
troduction and Notes by J. S. Watson,
M.A. With Flaxman's Designs.

Life, including many of his Letters.
By R. Carruthers. Numerous Illustrations.

FOTTERT AND PORCELAIN, and
other objects of Vertu, Comprising an
Illustrated Catalogue of the Bersal Col-
lection, with the prices and nambs of the
Possessors. Also an Introductory Lecture
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an Engraved
List of all Marks and Monograms. By
H. G. Bohn. Numerous Woodcuts.

With colotu-ed Illustrations, loj, td,

PROirrS (Father) Rellqnes. Edited
by Rev. F, Mahony. Copyright edition,
with

^
the Author's last corrections and

additions. 2z Etchings by D. Maclise,
R.A. Nearly 600 pages.

RECREATIONS IN SHOOTING. With
some Account of the Game found in the
British Isles, and Directionsfor theManage-
ment of Dog and Gun. By ' Craven.' 62
Woodcuts and 9 Steel Engravings after
A. Cooper, R.A.
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REMmE. Insect Architectnre. Re-
vised by Rev. J. G. Wood, M.A. i86
Woodcuts.

ROBINSON CRUSOE. With Memoir of
Defoe, 12 Steel Engravings and 74 Wood-
cuts after Stothard and Harvey,
^^ Without the Engravings, -^s. 6d.

ROME IN THE NINETEENTH CEN-
tury. An Account in 1817 of the Ruins zf

the Ancient City, and Monuments ofModern
Times. By C. A. Eaton. 34 Steel En-
gravings. 2 vols.

SHAKPE (S.) The History of Egypt,
from the Earliest Times till the Conquest
by the Arabs, A.D. 640. 2 Maps and up-
wards of 400 Woodcuts. 2 vols,

SOUTHEY'S Life of Nelson. With
Additional Notes, Facsimiles of Nelson's
Writing, Portraits, Plans, and 50 Engrav-
ings, after Birket Foster, &c.

STARLING'S (Miss) Noble Deeds of
Women ; or, Examples ofFemale Courage,
Fortitude, and Virtue. With 14 Steel Por-
traits.

STUART and REVETT'S Antiquities
ofAthens, and other Monuments ofGreece;
with Glossary of Terms used in Grecian
Architecture. 71 Steel Plates and numerous
Woodcuts.

S'WXET'S British Warblers. ss.—See
Sechsiein.

TALES OF THE GENII; or, the
Delightful Lessons of Horam, the Son of
Asmar. Trans. bySirC. Morrell. Numer-
ous Woodcuts.

TASSO'S Jerusalem Delivered. In
English Spenserian Verse, with Life, by
J. H. WifFen. With 8 Engravings and 24
Woodcuts.

WALKER'S Manly Exercises; con-

taining Skating, Riding, Driving, Hunting,
Shootmg, Sailing, Rowing, Swimming, &c.
44 Engravings and numerous Woodcuts.

WALTON'S Complete Angler, or the
Contemplative Man's Recreation, by Izaak
Walton and Charles Cotton. With Me-
moirs and Notes by E. Jesse. Also an
Account of Fishing Stations, Tackle, &c.

,

by H. G. Bohn. Portrait and 203 Wood-
cuts, and 26 Engravings on Steel.

Lives ofDonne,Wotton, Hooker,
&c., with Notes. A New Edition, re-

vised by A. H. Bullen, with a Memoir
of Izaak Walton by William Dowling. 6

Portraits, 6 Autograph Sisfnatures, &c.

WELLINGTON, Life of. From the
Materials of Maxwell. 18 Steel En-
gravings.

Victories of.—See Maxwell.

WESTROPP (H. M.) A Handbook of
Archaeology, Egyptian, Greek, Etruscan,
Roman. By H. M. Westropp. Numerous
Illustrations.

WHITE'S Natural History of Sel-
borne, with Observations on various Parts
of Nature, and the Naturalists' Calendar.
Sir W. Jardine. Edit., with Notes and
Memoir, by E. Jesse. 40 Portraits and
coloured Plates.

CLASSICAL LIBRARY.
Translations from the Greek and Latin.

103 Vols, at 5j. each^ excepting those marked othei'wise, (25/. 4.^. dd. per set,)

ANTONINUS (M. Aurelius),In
4th

ASCHTLUS, The Dramas of.

English Verse by Anna Swanwick.
edition.

The Tragedies of. In Prose, with
Notes and Introduction, by T. A. Buckley,
B.A. Portrait. 31. 6d.

ABIMIANUS MARCELLINirS. His-
tory of Rome during the Reigns of Con-
stantius, Julian, Jovianns,VaIentinian, and
Valens, by C, D, Yonge, B.A. Double
volume. TS. 6d.

The
Thoughts of. translated literally, with
Notes, Biographical Sketch, and Essay on
the Philosophy, by George Long, M.A.
3s. 6d.

APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. ' The Ar-
gonautica.' Translated by E. P. Coleridge,

AFULEIUS, The Works of. Com-
prising the Golden Ass, God of Socrates,
Florida, and Discourse of Magic. With
a Metrical Version of Cupid and Psyche,
and Mrs, Tighe's Psyche. Frontis
piece.
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ARISTOPHANES' Comedies. Trans.,
with Notes and Extracts from Frere's and
other Metrical Versions, by W. J. Hickie.
Portrait. 2 vols.

ARISTOTLE'S Nlcomachean Ethics.
Trans., with Notes, Analytical Introduc-
tion, and Questions for Students, by Ven.
Archdn. Browne.

'— Politics and Economics. Trans.,
with Notes, Analyses, and Index, by E.
Walford, M.A., and an Essay and Life by
Dr. Gillies.- Bletaphyslcs. Trans., with Notes,
Analysis, and Examination Questions, by
Rev. John H. M'Mahon, M.A.

History ofAnimals. In Ten Books.
Trans., with Notes and Index, by R.
Cresswell, M.A.
-— Organon ; or. Logical Treatises, and
the Introduction of Porphyry. With Notes,
Analysis, and Introduction, by Rev. O.
F. Owen, M.A. 2 vols. 35. 6d. each,

Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans,, with
Hobbes' Analysis, Exam. Questions, and
Notes, by T. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

ATHEN.STTS. The Delpnosophlsts

;

or, the Banquet of the Learned. By C. D.
Yonge, B.A. With an Appendix of Poeti-

cal Fragments. 3 vols.

ATLAS of Classical Geoirraphy. 22

large Coloured Maps. With a complete
Index. Imp. 8vo. js. 6d.

BION,—See TMocriitts.

C£SAR. Commentaries on the
Gallic and Civil Wars, with the Supple-

mentary Books attributed to Hirtius, in-

cluding the complete Alexandrian, African,

and Spanish Wars- Trans, with Notes.

Portrait.

CATULLnS, Tibnllusj and the Vigil
of Venus. Trans, with Notes and Bio-

graphical Introduction. To which are

added, Metrical Versions by Lamb,
Grainger, and others. Frontispiece.

CICERO'S Orations. Trans, by C. D.
Yonge, B.A. 4 vols.

On Oratory and Orators. With
Letters to Quintus and Brutus. Trans.,

with Notes, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.

On the Nature of the GrOds, Divi-

nation, Fate, Laws, a Republic, Consul-
ship. Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge,
B.A.

AcademlCB) De Finibus, and Tuscu>
Ian Questions. By C. D. Yonge, B.A.
With Sketch of the Greek Philosophers
mentioned by Cicero.

CICERO'S Orations.—C(w^i««tf(/.
Offices; or, Moral Duties. Cato

Major, an Essay on Old Age ; LsHus, an
Essay on Friendship ; Sapio's Dream

;

Paradoxes ; Letter to Quintus on Magis-
trates. Trans., with Notes, by C. R. Ed-
monds. Portrait. -3,5. 6d.

DEMOSTHENES' Orations. Trans.,
with Notes, Arguments, a Chronological
Abstract, and Appendices, by C. Rann
Kennedy. 5 vols.

DICTIONARY ofLATINand GREEK
Quotations ; including Proverbs, Maxims,
Mottoes, Law Terms and Phrases. With
the Quantities marked, and English Trans-
lations. With Index Verborum (622 pages).

Index Verborum to the above, with the
Quantities and Accents marked (56 pages),
limp cloth. IS.

DIOGENES LAERTIUS. Lives and
Opinions of the Ancient Philosophers.
Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge, B.A.

EFICTETUS. The Discourses of.
With the Encheiridion and Fragments.
With Notes, Life, and View of his Philo-
Sophy, by George Long, M.A.

EURIPIDES. Trans., with Notes and In-
troduction, by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 2 vols.

GREEK ANTHOLOGY. In English
Prose by G. Burges, M.A. With Metrical
Versions by Bland, Merivale, Lord Den-
man, &c.

GREEK ROMANCES of Heliodorns,
;

Longus, and Achilles Tatius; viz.. The
Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea

;

Amours of Daphnis and Chloe ; and Loves

I

of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans., with
Notes, by Rev. R. Smith, M.A.

HERODOTUS. Literally trans, by Rev.
Henry Gary, M.A. Portrait.

HESIOD, CALLIMACHUS, and
Theognis. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Notices by Rev. J. Banks,
M.A. Together with the Metrical Ver-
sions of Hesiod, by Elton ; Callimachus,
by Tytler ; and Theognis, by Frere.

HOMER'S niad. In English Prose, with
Notes by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait.

—— Odysseyi Hymns, Epigrams, and
Battle of the Frogs and Mice. In English
Prose, with Notes and Memoir by T. A.
Buckley, B.A.

HORACE. In Prose by Smart, with Notes
selected by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Por-
trait. 3f. 6d.

JULIAN THE EMPEROR. By the
Rev. C. W. King, MA,



i6 BONN'S LIBRARIES.

jnSTm, CORNELIUS NEFOS, and
Eutropius. Trans.} with Notes, by Rev.

J. S.' Watson, M.A.

JUVENAL, FERSIUS, SULFICIA,
and Lucilius. In Prose, with Notes,
Chronological Tables^ Arguments, by L.
Evans, M.A. To which is added the Me-
trical Version of Juvenal and Persius by
Gilford. Frontispiece.

LIVY. The History of Rome. Trans,
by Dr. Spillan and others. 4 vols. Por-
trait.

LUCAN'S Fharsalia, In Prose, with
Notes by H. T. Riley.

x.UCIAN'S DialogrneB of tbe Gods,
of the Sea Gods, and of the Dead. Trans,
by Howard Williams, M.A.

LUCRETIUS. In Prose, with Notes and
Biographical Introduction by Rev. J. S.

Watson, M.A. To which is added the
Metrical Version by J. M. Good.

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. In

Prose, with Verse Translations selected

from English Poets, and other sources.

Dble. vol. (670 pages). 7J. 6d.

MOSCHUS.—5^«« ThtecrUm.

OVID'S Works, complete. In Prose,

with Notes and Introduction. 3 vols.

FAUSANIAS' Description of Greece,
Translated into English, with Notes and
Index. By Arthur Richard Shilleto,M.A.,
sometime Scholar of Trinity College, Cam-
bridge. 2 vols.

FHALARIS. Bentley's Dissertations
upon the Epistles of Fhalaris, Themisto-
cles, Socrates, Euripides, and the Fables
of ^sop. With Introduction and Notes
by Prof. W. Wagner, Ph.D.

PINDAR. In Prose, with Introduction

and Notes by Dawson W. Turner. To-
gether with the Metrical Version by Abra-
ham Mo9re. Portrait.

PLATO'S Works. Trans., with Intro-

duction and Notes. 6 vols.

Dialogues. A Summary and Analysis
of. With Analytical Index to the Greek
text of modern editions and to the above
translations, by A. Day, LL.D.

PLAUTUS'S Comedies. In Prose, with

Notes and Index by H. T. Riley, B.A.
2 vols.

FLINT'S Natural History. Trans.,

with Notes, by J. Bostock, M.D., F.R.S.,

and H. T. Riley, B.A. 6 vols.

PLINY. The Letters of Pliny the
Younger. Melmoth's Translation, revised,

with Notes and short Life, by Rev. F. C.

T. Bosanquet, M.A.

PLUTARCH'S Morals. Theosophical
Essays. Trans, by C. W. King, M.A.

Ethical Essays. Trans, by .\. R.
Shilleto, M.A.

Lives. See page 7.

FROPERTIUS, The Elegies of. With
Notes, Literally translated by the Rev. P.

J. F. Gantillon, M.A,, with metrical ver-
sions of Select Elegies by Nott and Elton.
3J. td.

QUINTILIAN'S Institutes ofOratory.
Trans., with Notes and Biographical

Notice, by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A.
2 vols.

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEIUS
Paterculus. Trans., with Notes and Bio-

graphical Notices, by J. S. Watson, M.A.

SENECA DE BENEFICIIS. Newly
translated by Aubrey Stewart, M.A.
3i. td,

SENECA'S Minor Essays. Translated

by A. Stewart, M.A.

SOPHOCLES. The Tragedies of. In
Prose, with Notes, Arguments, and Intro-

duction. Portrait.

STRABO'S Geography. Trans., with
Notes, by W. Falconer, M.A.,_and H. C.
Hamilton. Copious Index, giving Ancient
and Modem Names. 3 vols.

SUETONIUS' Lives of the Twelve
Caesars and Lives of the Grammarians.
The Translation of Thomson, revised, with
Notes, by T. Forester.

TACITUS. The Works of. Trans.,

with Notes. 2 vols.

TERENCE and FH£DRUS. In Eng-
lish Prose, with Notes and Arguments, by
H. T. Riley, B.A. To which is added
Smart's Metrical Version of Phaidrus.
With Frontispiece.

THEOCRITUS, BION, MOSCHUS,
and Tyrtaeus. In Prose, with Notes and
Arguments, by Rev. J. Banks, M.A. To
which are appended the Metrical Ver-
sions of Chapman. Portrait of Theocritus.

,

THUCYDIDES. The Feloponnesian
War. Trans., with Notes, by Rev. H.
Dale. Portrait. 2 vols. 35. td. each.

TYRT.EUS.—5'« Theocritus.

VIRGIL. The Works of. In Prose,
with Notes by Davidson. Revised, with
additional Notes and Biographical Notice,
by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait, is. td.

XENOPHON'S Works. Trans., with
Notes, by J. S. Watson, M.A., and others.

Portrait. In 3 vols.
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COLLEGIATE SERIES.
lo Vols, at 5.!. each. (2,1. los. fer set.)

DANTE. The Inferno. ProK Tram.,
with the Text of the Original on the same
page, and Explanatory Notes, by John
A, Carlyle, M.D. Portrait.

The Pmrgatorlo. Prose Trans., with
t)i4 Original on the same page, and Ex-
planatory Notes, by W. S. JJugdale.

VTEW TESTAMENT (The) In Ghreek.

Griesbach's Text, with the Readings of

Mill and Scholz at the foot of the page, and
Parallel References in the margin. Also a
Critical Introdnction and CnronokKical
Tables. Two Fac-similes of Greek Manu-
scripts. 650 pages. 31. 6<^.

or bound up with a Greek and English

Lexicon to the Kew Testament (250 page*

additional, nuiking in all 900./. 51.

Tie Lniicon may be had separately,

price 2j.

OOBBEE'S AdTeraaria. Quotes on the

Greek and Latin Classics.) Edited by the

late Prof. Wagner. 2 vols.

DONALDSON (DrA The Theatre of
the Greeks. With Supplementary Treatise
on the Language, Metres, and Prosody of
the Greek Dramatists. Numerous Illus-

trations and 3 Plans. By J. W. Donald-
son, D.D.

i^EIGHTLET'S (Thomas) MytbologT
of Ancient (Srcece and Italy. Revised by
Leonhard Schmitz, Ph.D., LL.D. la

Plates.

HERODOTUS, Notea on. Original
and Selected from the best Commentators.
By D. W. Turner, M.A. Coloured Map.

Analysis and Stuuinarr ofj^ with
a Synchronistical Table of Events—Tables
of Weights, Measures, Money, and Dis-
tances— an Outline of the History and
Geography—and the Dates completed froth

Gaisford, Baehr, Sic. By J. T. Wheeler.

THITCTDIDES. An Anal^sla and
Summary ot With Chronological Table
of Events, &c., by J. T. Wheeler.

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY.
51 Vfis. ai Ss. each, excepting those ntarked otherwise, (13/. <)s. dd. per set.)

BBIDQEWATER TREATISES.—
Conti»ucd.— Chalmers on the Adaptation of

External Nature to the Moral and Intel-

lectual Constitution ofMan. With Memoir

AOA8SIZ and GOULD. Ontltne of
(Comparative Physiology touching the

Structure and Development of the Races
ofAnimals livingand extinct. For Schools

and Colleges. Enlarged by Dr. Wright.

With Index and 300 Illustrative Woodcuts.

BOLLET'B Mannal of Technical
Analysis; a Guide for the Testing and
Valuation of the various Natural and
Artificial Substances employed in the Arts

and Domestic Ueonomy, founded on the

work of Dr. Bolley. Edit, by Dr. Paul.

too Woodcuts.

BRIDOEWATER TREATISES.
Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand

;

its Mechanism and Vital Endowments, as
evindne Design. Preceded by an Account
of the Authors Discoveries in the Nervous
System by A. Shaw. Numerous Woodcuts.

Eirby on the History, Habits,
and Instincts of Animals. With Notes by
T. Rymer Jones. 100 Woodcuts. 2 vols.

Whewell's Astronomy and
General Physics, considered with reference

to Natural Theology. Portrait of the Earl

of Eiidgewater. 31. 6d.

by Rev. Dr. Gumming. Portrait.

Front's Treatise on Chemistry,
Meteorology, and the Function of Diges-
tion, with reference to Natural Theology.
Edit, by Dr. J. W. Griffith. 2 Maps.

Bncbland's Geology and Miner-
alogy. With Additions by Prof. Owen,
PrM. Phillips, and R. Brown. Memoir of

Buckland. Portrait. 2 vols. isr. Vol. I.

Text. Vol. II. 90 large plates with letter-

press.

Roset's Animal and Vegetable
Physiology. 463 Woodcuts. 2 vols. fir.

each.

Kldd on the Adaptation of Ex-
ternal Nature to the Physical Condition of

Man. 3r. 6d.

CARPENTER'S (Dr. 'W. B.) Zoology.
A Systematic View of the Structure, Ha-
bits, Instincts, and^Uses of the principal

Families of the Animal Kingdom, and cf

the chief Forms of Fossil Remains. Re-
vised by W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Numerous
Woedcuts. 2 vols. 61. each.
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CARPENTER'S Works.—C(7«ft««tfrf,

Mechanical Fhilosophyj ABtro-
nomy, and Horology. A Popular Expo-
sition. iSi Woodcuts.

Vegetable Physiology and Sys-
tematic Botany. A complete Introduction
to the Knowledge of Plants. Revised by
£. Lankester, M.D., &c. Numerous
Woodcuts, ts.— Animal Physiology, Re\ised Edi-
tion. 300 Woodcuts. 65.

CHEVREUL on Colour. Containing
the Principles of Harmony and Contrast

of Colours, and their Application to the

Arts ; including Painting, Decoration,
Tapestries, Carpets, Mosaics, Glazing,

Staining, Calico Printing, Letterpress

Printing, Map Colouring, Dress, Land-
scape and Flower Gardening, &c. Trans,
by C. Martel. Several Plates.

With an additional series of 16 Plates
in Colours, 7^. 6d.

ENNEIVIOSER'S History of Magic.
Trans, by W. Hewitt. With an Appendix
of the most remarkable and best authenti-

cated Stories of Apparitions, Dreams,
Second Sight, Table-Turning, and Spirit-

Rapping, &c. 2 vols.

HIND'S Introduction to Astronomy.
With Vocabulary of the Terms in present,

use. Numerous Woodcuts. 3;. 6d.

HOGG'S (Jabez) Elements of Experi-
mental and Natural Philosophy. Being
an Easy Introduction to the Study of
Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hydrostatics,

Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, Caloric,

Electricity, Voltaism, and Magnetism.
400 Woodcuts.

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos ; or^ Sketch
of a Physical Description of the Universe.
Trans, by E. C. Ott6, B. H. Paul, and
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Portrait. 5 vols.

3J-. 6d. each, excepting vol. v., 5^.

FersonalNarrative ofhisTravels
in America during the years 1799-1804.
Trans., with Notes, by T. Ross. 3 vols.—- Views of Nature ; or, Contem-
plations of the Sublime Phenomena of
Creation, with Scientific Illustrations.

Trans, by E. C. Ott6.

HUNT'S (Robert) Poetry of Science
;

or. Studies of the Physical Phenomena of
Nature. By Robert Hunt, Professor at

the School of Mines.

JOYCE'S Scientific Dialogues. A
Familiar Introduction to the Arts and
Sciences. For Schools and Young People.
Numerous Woodcuts.

JOYCE'S Introduction to the Arts
and Sciences, for Schools and Young
People. Divided into Lessons with Ex-
amination Questions. Woodcuts. 3;. td.

JUKES-BROWNE'S Student's Hand-
book of Physical Geology. By A. J.
Jukes-Browne, of the Geological Survey of
England. With numerous Diagrams and
Illustrations, 6s.

The Student's Handbook of
Historical Geology. By A. J. Jukes-
Brown, B.A., F.G.S., of the Geological
Survey of England and Wales. With
numerous Diagrams and Illustrations. &s.

The Building of the British
Islands. A Study In Geographical Evolu-
tion. By A J. Jukes-Browne, F.G.S.
•js. 6d.

KNIGHT'S (Charles) Knowledge is
Power. A Popular Manual of Political
Economy.

LILLY, Introduction to Astrology.
With a Grammar of Astrology and Tables
for calculating Nativities, by Zadkiel.

MANTELL'S (Dr.) Geological Ex-
cursions through the Isle of Wight and
alongthe Dorset Coast. Numerous Wood-
cuts and Geological Map.

Petrifactions and their Teach-
ings. Handbook to the Organic Remains
inthe British Museum. Numerous Wood-
cuts. 6s.

Wonders of Geology; orj a
Familiar Exposition of Geological Pheno-
mena. A coloured Geological Map of
England, Plates, and 200 Woodcuts. 2

vols. 7^. 6d. each.

SCHOUW'S Earthy Plants, and Man.
Popular Pictures of Nature. And Ko-
bell's Sketches from the Mineral Kingdom.
Trans, by A. Henfrey, F.R.S, Coloured
Map of the Geography of Plants.

SIVHTH'S (Fye) Geology and Scrip-
ture ; or, the Relation between the Scriptures
and Geological Science. With Memoir.

STANLEY'S ClasBified Synopsis of
the Principal Painters of the Dutch and
Flemish Schools, including an Account of
some of the early German Masters. By
George Stanley.

STAUNTON'S Chess Works. — ^-^c

pa£'e 21.

STOCKHARDT'S Experimental
Chemistry.^ A Handbook for the Study
of the Science by simple Experiments.
Edit, by C. W. Heaton, F.C.S. Nu-
merous Woodcuts.

URE'S (Dr. A.) Cotton Manufacture
of Great Britain, systematically investi-
gated ; with an Introductory View of its

Comparative State in Foreign Countries.
Revised by P. L. Simmon£. 150 Illus-

trations. 2 vols.
^— Philosophy of ManufaotTU-es,

or an Exposition of the Scientific, MoraU
and Commercial Economy of the Factory
System of Great Britain. Revised by
P. L. Simmonds. Numerous Figures.
Soo pages. 7s. 6d.
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ECONOMICS AND FINANCE.
GILBART'S History, Principles, and Practice of BanMng. Revised to 1881 by

A. S. Michie, of the Royal Bank ot Scotland. Portrait of Gilbart. 2 vols. lof. N. S.

REFERENCE LIBRARY.
30 Volumes at Various Prices. (9/. ^s, per set.)

BLAIR'S Chronolo^cal Tables.
Comprehending the Chronology and His-
tory of the World, from the Earliest Times
to the Russian Treaty of Peace, April 1836.

By J. W. Rosse. 800 pages. los.

Index Of Dates. Comprehending
the principal Facts in the Chronology and
History of the World, from the Earliest to

the Present, alphabetically arranged; being
a complete Index to the foregoing. By
J. W. Rosse. 2 vols. 55. each.

BOHN'S Dictionary of Quotations
from the English Poets, 4th and cheaper
Edition. 6s.

BOND'S Handy-book of Rules and
Tables for Verifying Dates with the Chris-

tian Era. 4th Edition.

BUCHANAN'S Dictionary ofScience
and Technical Terms used in Philosophy,

Literature, Professions, Commerce, Arts,

and Trades. By W. H. Buchanan, with

Supplement. Edited by Jas. A. Smith, 6s.

CHRONICLES OF THE TOMBS. A
Select Collection of Epitephs, with Essay
on Epitaphs and Observations on Sepul-

chral Antiquities. By T. J. Pcttigrew,

F.R.S., F.S.A. SJ.

CLARK'S (Hugh) Introduction to
Heraldry. Revised by J. R. Planchfi. 5*.

950 Illustrations.

^— IViiA tJu lUusirations coloured^ iS*-

COINS, Manual of.—6'« Humphreys.

COOPER'S Biographical Dictionaryt
Containing concise notices of upwards of

15,000 eminent persons of all ages and
countries. 2 vols. 5^. each.

DATES, Index of.—See BUtir.

DICTIONARY of Obsolete and Pro-
vincial English. Containing Words from
English Writers previous to the 19th

Century. By Thomas Wright, M.A.,
F.S.A., &c. 2 vols. 5^. each.

EPIGRAMMATISTS (The). A Selec-
tion from the Epigrammatic Literature of

Ancient, Mediaev^, and Modem Times.
With Introduction, Notes, Observations,

Illustrations, an Appendix on Worte con-

nected with Epigrammatic Literature,

by Rev. H, Dodd, M.A. ts.

GAMES, Handbook of. Comprising
Treatises on above 40 Games of Chance,
Skill, and Manuai Dexterity, including
Whist, Billiards, &c. Edit, by Henry G.
Bohn. Numerous Diagrams. 5;.

HENFREY'S Guide to English
Coins. Revised Edition, by C. F. Keary,
M.A., F.S.A. With an Historical Intro-

duction. 6f.

HUMPHREYS' Coin Collectors'
Manual. An Historical Account of the
Progress of Coinage from the Earliest

Time, by H. N. Humphreys. 140 Illus-

trations. 2 vols. 5;, each.

LOWNDES' Bibliographer's Manual
of English Literature. Containing an Ac-
count of Rare and Curious Books pub-
lished in or relating to Great Britain and
Ireland, from the Invention of Printing,

with Biographical Notices and Prices

,

by W. T. Lowndes. Parts I.-X. (A to Z),

3J. 6d. each. Part XI. ^Appendix Vol.),

55. Or the IX parts in 4 vols., half
morocco, 2/. ^s.

MEDICINE, Handbook of Domestic,
Popularly Arranged. By Dr. H. Davies.
700 pages, sj.

NOTED NAMES OF FICTION.
Dictionary of. Including also Familiar
Pseudonyms, Surnames bestowed on Emi-
nent Men, &c. By W.A.Wheeler, M.A. 5f.

POLITICAL CYCLOPiEDIA. A
Dictionary of Political, Constitutional,

Statistical, and Forensic Knowledge

;

forming a Work of Reference on subjects

ofCivil Administration, Political Economy,
Finance, Commerce, Laws, and Social

Relations. 4 vols. 3J. 6d. each.

PROVERBS, Handbook of. Con-
taining an entire Republication of Ray s

Collection, with Additions from Foreicn
Languages and Sayings, Sentences,

Maxims, and Phrases. 5^.

A Polyglot of Foreign. Com-
prising French, Italian, German, Dutch,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Danish. Wiih
English Translations, ^s.

SYNONYMS and ANTONYMS; or,

Kindred Words and their Opposites, Col-

lected and Contrasted by Ven. C. J.
Smith, M.A. 5^.

WRIGHT (Th.)—i'« Dictionary.



BOHN'S LIBRARIES.

NOVELISTS' LIBRARY.
13 Volumes at 3^. 6d. each, excepting those marked otherwise, (2/. %s, 6d. per set.)

BJoKNSON'S Arne and the Fisher
Lassie. Translated from the Norse with
an Introduction by W. H, Low, M.A.

BURNET'S Evelina ; or, a Young
Lady's Entrance into the World. By F.
Burney (Mme. D'Arblay). With Intro-
duction and Notes by A. R. Ellis, Author
of * Sylvestra,' &c.

Cecilia. With Introduction and
Notes by A. R. Ellis. 2 vols.

DE STAEL. Corinne or Italy.
By Madame de Stael. Translated by
Emiiy Baldwin and Paulina Driver.

EBERS' Egyptian Princess.
by Emma Buchheim.

Trans.

FIELDING'S Joseph Andrews and
his Friend Mr. Abraham Adams. With
Roscoe's Biography. Cruikshank's Ilhis-
trations,

Amelia. Roscoe*s Edition, revised.
Crtiikskank's Illustrations, ss.—~ History ofTom Jones, a Fonnd-
ling. Roscoe's Edition. Cruikshank's
Illustrations. 2 vols.

GROSSrs Marco Viscontl. Trans,
by A. F. D.

MANZONI. The Betrothed: being
a Translation of 'I Promessi Sposi.'
Numerous Woodcuts, i vol. ss.

STOWE (Mrs. H. B.) Uncle Tom's
Cabin ; or. Life among the Lowly. S full-
page Illustrations.

ARTISTS' LIBRARY.
9 Volumes at Various Prices. (2/. %s. 6d. per set,)

BELL (Sir Charles). The Anatomy
and Philosophy of Expression, as Con-
nected with the Fine Arts. ss.

DEMMIN. History of Arms and
Armour from the Earliest Period. By
Auguste Demmin. Trans, by C. C.
Black, M.A., Assistant Keeper, S. K.
Museum, jgoo Illustrations. 7;. 6d.

FAIRHOLT'S Costume In England.
Third Edition. Enlarged and Revised by
the Hon. H. A. Dillon, F.S.A. With
more than 700 Engravings, 2 vols. 5J.

each.
Vol. I. History. Vol. H. Glossary.

FLAXMAN. Lectures on Sculpture,
With Three Addresses to the R.A. by Sir

R. Westmacott, R.A., and Memoir oi

Flaxman. Portrait and 53 Plates. 61. N.S.

HEAT ON' S Concise History of
Painting. New Edition, revised by
W. Cosmo Monkhouse. 5^.

LECTURES ON PAlNTINa by the
Royal Academicians, Barry, Opie, Fnseli.
With Introductory Essay and Notes by
R. Wornum. Portrait of Fuseli.

LEONARDO DA VmCI'S Treatise
on Pamtmg. Trans, by J. F. Rigaud, R.A.
with a l.ife and an Account of his Works
by J. W. Brown. Numerous Plates. 51.

PLANCHK'S History of British
Costume, from the Earliest Time to the
10th Century. By J. R. Planch^. 400
Illustrations. s(.

'



LIBRARY OF SPORTS AND GAMES.
7 Volumes at ^s. each. (it. 15^. per set.)

BOHN'S HandlDOoks of Athletic
Sports. In 4 vols. [/;: the press.

Vol. I.—Cricket, by Hon. and Rev. E.

Lyttelton ; Lawn Tennis, by H. W. Wilber-

force ; Tennis and Rackets, by Julian

Marshall ; Golf, by W. T. Linskill : Cy-

cling, by H. H. Griffin.

Vol. II.—Rowing and Sculling, by W.
B. Woodgate ; Sailing, by E. F. Knight

;

Swimming, by Martin Cobbett.

Vol. III.—Athletics, by H. H. Griffin;

Rugby Football, by Harry Vassall ; Asso-

ciation Football, by C.W. Alcock ; Skating,

by Douglas Adams ; Lacrosse, by E. T.

Sachs ; Hockey, by F. S. Cresswell.

Vol. IV.—Boxing, by R. G. Allanson-

Winn ; Single Stick and Sword Exercise,

by R. G. Allanson-Winn and C. Phillipps

Wolley : Gymnastics, by A. F. Jenkin ;

Wrestling, by Walter Armstrong ; Fencing,

by H. A. Colmore Dunn.

BOHN'S Handbooks of Games. New
Edition. 2 volumes.

Vol. I. Table Games, s^.

Contents :— Billiards, with Pool, Pyra-

mids, and Snooker, by Major-Gen. A. W.
Drayson, F.R.A.S,, with a preface by

W. J. Peall—Bagatelle, by 'Berkeley'—

Chess, by R. F. Green—Draughts, Back-

gammon, Dominoes, Solitaire, Reversi,

Go Bang, Rouge et noir. Roulette, E.G.,

Hazard, Faro, by ' Berkeley.'

Vol. II. Card Games, {In the press.

Contents :—Whist, by Dr. William Pole,

F.R.S., Author of 'The Philosophy of

Whist, etc.'—Solo Whist, Piquet, Ecarte,

Euchre, Poker, Loo, Vingt-et-un, Napo-
leon, Newmarket, Rouge et Noir, Pope

Joan, Speculation, etc. etc., by ' Berkeley.

CHESS CONGRESS of 1862. A col-

lection of the games played. Edited by

J. Lowenthal. New edition, ss.

MORPHY'S Games of Chess, being
the Matches and best Games played by the

American Champion, with explanatory and
analytical Notes by J. Lowenthal. With
short Memoir and Portrait of Morphy.

STAUNTON'S ChesB-FIayer's Hand-
book. A Popular and Scientific Intro-

duction to the Game, with numerous Dia-

grams and Coloured Frontispiece.

Chess Praxis. A Supplement to the

Chess-player's Handbook. Containingthe

most important modern Improvements in

the Openings ; Code of Chess Laws ; and
a Selection ofMorphy's Games. Annotated.

636 pages. Diagrams.

Chess-Player's Companion.
Comprising a Treatise on Odds, Collection

of Match Games, including the French
Match with M. St. Amant, and a Selection

of Original Problems. Diagrams and Co-

loured Frontispiece.

— Chess Tonrnament of 1851.

A Collection of Games played at this cele*

brated assemblage. With Introduction

and Notes. Numerous Diagrams.



BOHN'S CHEAP SERIES.
Price IS. each.

A Series of Ccinplete Stories or Essays, mostly reprinted front Vols, in

Bohn's Libraries, and neatly bound in stiff paper cover, '.uith

cut edges, suitable for Railway Reading.

ASCHAM (Roger), Scholemaster.
By Professor Mayor.

CARPENTER (Dr. W. B.J. Physi-
oiogy ofTemperance and Total Abstinence.

EMERSON. England and English
Characteristics. Lectures on the Race,
Ability, Manners, Truth, Character,
Wealth, Religion. &c. &c.

Nature : An Essay. To which are
added Orations, Lectures, and Addresses,

Representative Men : Seven Lec-
tures on Plato, Svvedenborg, Mon-
taigne, Shakespeare, Napoleon, and
Goethe.

Twenty Essays on Various Sub-
jects.

The Conduct of Life.

FRAinEUN (Benjamin). Autobio-
graphy. Edited by J. Sparks.

HAVFTHORNE (Nathaniel). Twice-
told Tales. Two Vols, in One.

Snow Image, and Other Tales.

Scarlet Letter.

House 'With the Seven Gables.

Transformation ; or the Marble
Fawn. Two Parts.

HAZLITT fW.). Table-talk: Essays
on Men and Manners. Three Parts.

Plain Speaker : Opinions on Books,
Men, and Things. Three Parts.

Lectures on the English Comic
Writers.

Lectures on the English Poets,
—- Lectures on the Characters of

Shakespeare's Plays,

Lectures on the Literature of
the Age of Elizubeth, chiefly Dramatic.

Lives ofIRVING (Washington).
Successors of l\Iohammed.

Life of Goldsmith.

Sketch-book.

Tales of a Traveller.

Tour on the Prairies.

Conquests of Granada and
Spain. Two Parts.

Life and Voyages of Columbus.
Two Parts.

Companions of Columbus : Their
Voyages and Discoveries,

Adventures of Captain Bonne-
ville in the Rocky Mountains and the Far
West.

Knickerbocker's History ofNew-
York, from the beginning of the World to
the End of the Dutch Dynasty.

Tales of the Alhambra,
Conquest of Florida under Her-

nando de Soto.

Abbotsford & Newstead Abbey,
Salmagundi ; or, The Whim-Whams

and Opinions of Lauxcelot Langstaff,
Esq.

Bracebridge Hall; or. The Hu-
mourists.

Astoria ; or. Anecdotes of an Enter-
prise beyond the Rocky Mountains.

Wolfert'B Roost, and other Tales.

LAMB (Charles).
With a Portrait.

Essays of Elia.

Last Essays of Elia.

Eliana. With Biographical Sketch.

j

MARRTAT (Captain), Pirate and
the Three Cuttei-!. With .-i Memoir of
the Author.
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The only authorised Edition; no others published in England contain

the Derivations and Etymological Notes of Dr. Mahn, -who

devoted several years to this portion of the Work.

V^BBSTER'S DICTIONABY
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Thoroughly revised and improved byCHAUNCEY A. Goodrich, D.D., LL.D.,

and Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College.

THE GUINEA DICTIONARY.
New Edition [1880], with a Supplement of upwards of 4600 New Words and

Meanings.

1628 Pages. 3000 Illustrations.

The features of this volume, which render it perhaps the most useful

Dictionary for general reference extant, as it is undoubtedly one of the cheapest

books ever published, are as foUows :

—

1. Completeness.—It contains 114,000 words.

2. Accuracy of Definition.

3. Scientific and Technical Terms.

4. Etymology.

5. The Orthography is based, as far as possible, on Fixed Principles.

6. Pronunciation,

7. The Illustrative Citations.

8. The Synonyms.

9. The Illustrations, which exceed 3000.

Cloth, 21.!'. ; half-bound in calf, 30;. ; calf or half russia, 31X. ()d.; russia, 2/.

With New Biographical Appendix, containing over 9700 Names. '[^

THE COMPLETE DICTIONARY
Contains, in addition to the above matter, several valuable Literary Appendices,

and 70 extra pages of Illustrations, grouped and classified.

I vol. 1919 pages, cloth, 3lf. (>d.

' Certainly the best practical English Dictionary extant."

—

Quarterly Review, 1873.

Prospectitses, with Specimen Pages, sent postfree on application.

To be obtained through all Booksellers.



Bohn's Select Library of Standard Works.

Price IS. in paper covers, and is. 6d. in cloth.

1. Bacon's Essays. With Introduction and Notes.

2. Lessing'S Laokoon. Beasley's Translation, revised, with Intro-

duction, Notes, &c., by Edward Bell, M.A.

3. Dante's Inferno. Translated, with Notes, by Rev. H. F. Cary.

4. Goethe's Faust. Part I. Translated, with Introduction, by
Anna Swanwick.

5. Goethe's Boyhood. Being Part I. of the Autobiography.
Translated by J. Oxenford.

6. Schiller's Mary Stuart and The Maid of Orleans. Trans-
lated by J. Mellish and Anna Swanwick.

7. The Queen's English. By the late Dean Alford.

8. Life and Labours of the late Thomas Brassey. By Sir

A. Helps, K.C.B.

9. Plato's Dialogue's: The Apology—Crito—Phaedo—Protagoras.
With Introductions.

10. MoLiiRE's Plays : The Miser—Tartuffe—The Shopkeeper turned
Gentleman. With brief Memoir.

11. Goethe's Reineke Fox, in Enghsh Hexameters. By A. Rogers.

12. Oliver Goldsmith's Plays.

13. Lessing'S Plays : Nathan the Wise—Minna von Barnhelm.

14. Plautus's Comedies; Trinummus— Menaechmi— Aulularia—
Captivi.

15. Waterloo Days. By C. A. Eaton. With Preface and Notes by
Edward Bell.

16. Demosthenes—On the Crown. Translated by C. Rann
Kennedy.

17. The Vicar of Wakefield.
18. Oliver Cromwell. By Dr. Reinhold Pauli.

19. The Perfect Life. By Dr. Channing. Edited by his nephew,
Rev. W. H. Channing.

20. Ladies in Parliament, Horace at Athens and other pieces,
by Sir George Otto Trevelyan, Bart.

21. Defoe's The Pl.ague in London.

22. Irving's Life of Mahomet.
23. Horace's Odes, by various hands. [Out ofprint,

24. Burke's Essay on 'The Sublime and Beautiful.' With
Short Memoir.

25. Hauff's Caravan.

26. Sheridan's Plays.

27. Dante's Purgatorio. Translated by Cary.

28. Harvey's Treatise on the Circulation of the BioOD.

29. Cicero's Friendship and Old Age.

Others in preparation.
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London : Printed by Strangeways & Sons, Tower Street, Cambridge Circus, W.C.
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